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* I accept this new tettimony of its comfidence, with the refpet and fenfibility

*¢ the occafion ought to infpire.
And then the Houfe adjourned till to-morrow, 12 o’clock.

Snmte——
S ——

WEDNESDAY, December the 1oth, 1800.

A communication from the Houfe of Delegates by their clerk.

The Houfe of Dclegates have pafied a bill, ¢ concerning the Difmal fivamp
canal company, ' to which they defire the concurrence of the Senate. And the
faid bill was delivered in, read the firft time, and ordered to be read a {econd time.

On motion, ‘ ‘

The faid bill was read the fecond time, and ordered to be committed to Mr.
Taylor, Mr. Newton, Mr. Spencer, Mr, Baffett, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr, Penn.

Ordered, that a committee be appointed to examine the Treafurer’s accounts.

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Cabell, Mr. Baflett, Mr. Newton,
Mr. Saunders, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Mafon, Mr. Peyton, Mr. Royfter, Mr. Roane,
and Mr. Wyche.

Refolved, that when this Houfe adjourns to day, it will adjourn till Tuefday
next.

And then the Houfe adjourned till Tuefday next.

, TUESDAY, Deccember the 16th, 1800.

A Communication from the Houfe of Delegates by their clerk.

The Houfe of Delegates have pafled a bill, ¢ To direct the expenfe of notices
on forfeited forthcoming bonds taken by virtue of executions iflued from the
county and corporation courts to be taxed in the bill of cofts, ”* alfo a bill, *“ To
amend an act intituled an a&, to reduce into one, the feveral acts concerning
mills, mill dams, and other obftructions of water courfes, ’ and alfo a bill, ¢* To
amend the a& for incorporating the truftees of the Leetburg academy in the
county of Loudoun, " and they have agreed to a refolution requefting informati-
on of the executive relative to the penitentiary and arfenal: to which theyde .
fire the concurrence of the Senate. And the faid bi,u;, and refolution were de-
livered in.

The bills were feverally read the firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond
tume. .

The refolution was read the firft time, and ordered to lic on the table.

Mr. Taylor reported from the committee to whom was referred the bil.
¢ Concerning the Difinal fwamp canal company, > that the commattee had, ac-
cording to order, taken the faid bill under their confideration, and dizected him
to report it without any amendment.

Ordered, that the faid bill be read the third time.

The faid bill was read the third time, and on the queftion being put, that the
fame do pafs?

Refolved in the affirmative.

Ordered, that the clerk do acquaint the Houfe of Delegates therewith.

The Speaker laid two letters from the Governor before the Houfe, one inclof-
ing a probable eftimate of the expence of completing the penitentiary, and arfes
nal; the other inclofing an extra@ of aletter from Thomas Jefferfon, Efgqr. to
George Wythe, Efgr. concerning the laws of Virginia, which were read, and
ordered to lie on the table.

The bill, ¢ To direct the el‘tlpence of notices on forfeited forthcoming bonds
taken by virtue of executions iflued from the county and corporatien courts to be
taxed in the bill of cofts;’ was read the fecond time, and ordered to be commit-

ted
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cd him to report it without any amendment.

Ordered, that the faid bill be read the third time.

The faid bill was read the third time, and on the queftion being put, that the
fame do pais?

Refolved in the affirmative.

Ordered, that the clerk do acquaint the Houfe of Delegates therewith.

The bill, * To authorife the commiflioners of the revenue to reaflefs lands in
certain cafes,” was read the fecond time, and ordered to be committed to Mr.
Baffett, Mr. Mafon, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Wilfon.

Ordered, that the clerk of this Houfe be authorifed to procure for its afe the
feveral a&ts of the General Aflembly paffed fince the laft revifion.

And then the Houfe adjourned till to-morrow 12 o’clock.

_.FRIDAY, December the 1gth, 1800.

A communication from the Houfe of Delegates by their clerk.

The Houfe of Delegates have agreed to the Senate’s amendment to the biil,
To amend the at intituled an a@ for incorporating the truftees of the Leefburg
academy in the county of Loudoun, > and they have paffed a bill, ** To incor-
porate a company for eftablithing a turnpike road from the anouth of bavage ri-
ver on Potowmac, to the neareft weftern navigation; *’ to which they defire the
concurrence of the Senate.  And the faid bill was delivered in, read the firft time,
and ordered to be read a fecond time.

On motion,
The fuid bill was read the fecond time, and ordered to be committed to Mr.

Wilfon, Mr, Tayloe, Mr. Magill, Mr. Spzncer, Mr. Faulcon and Mr. Mafon.
On motion,
Ordered, that the document inclofed in the Governer’s letter of the 13th in-
ftant, be inferted in the journal, which is in the following words, ' to wit.

Extract of a letter from Thomas Jefferfon to George IWythe.

MONTICELLO, Janvary 16, 1796.

IN my letter which accompanied the box containing my colle¢tion of printed
laws, I promifed to fend you by poft a ftatement of the contents of the box. On
taking up the fubject I found it better to take 2 more general review of the wholc
of the laws I pofles, as well manufcript as printed, as alfo of thofe which I do not
pofiefs, and fuppofe to be no longer extant. This general view you will have in
the enclofed paper, whereof the articles ftated to be printed, conftitute the con-
tents of the box I fent you. Thofein M S. were not fent, becaufe not fuppof-
ed to have been within your view, and becaufe fome of them will not bear re-
moval, being fo rotten, that on turning over a leaf, it fometimes falls into pow-
der, Thefe I preferve by wrapping and fewing them up in oil cloth, fo that nei-
ther air nor moifture can have accefs to them. Very early in the courfe of my
refearches into the laws of Virginia, I obferved that many of them were already
loft, and many more on the point of being loft, as exifting only in fingle copies
in the hands of careful or curious individuals, on whofe death they would preba-
bly be ufed for wafte paper. I fet myfelf therefore to work to collect 2ll which
were then cifting, in order that when the day fhould come in which the pub-
lic thould advert to the magnitude of their lofs in thefe precious monuments of
our property and our hiftory, a part of their regret might be fpared by informa-
tion that a portion has been faved from the wreck which is worthy of their at-
tention and prefervation. in fearching after thefe remains, I fpared neither
time, trouble, nor expence; and am of opinion that fcarcely any law efcaped
me. which was in being as late as the year 1770, in the middle or fouthern parts

of the ftate. in the northern parts perhaps fomething might ftill be found. in
the
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the clerk's offices in the antiear counties formne of thele M5, copies of the laws
sy podibly fhill exitt which uled to be furniitied at the public expence to every
county belore the ufe of the Prefs was introduced; and in the fame places, and
in the hands of antient magittrates, or of their families, fome of the fugitive
fheets of the laws of {eparate feiiions, which have been ufually duistributed fince
the pracire comnenced of printing them. but, recurring to what we uctuaily
poflefs, the gaettion is, W hat means will be the moft etrectual for prefirving
thefe remains from future lofs? all the care I can take of them will not preferve
them from the worm, from the natural decay of the paper, from the accident of
fire, or thofe of removal, when it is necetlary for any public purpofe, as in the
cafe of thoie now fent you.  our experience has proved to us that a fingle copy,
or a few, depofited in MS. in the public cffices, cannot be relizd on for any great
l:ngth of time.  the ravages of fire and of ferocious encmies huve had but too
much part in producing the very lofs we now deplore.  How many of the pre-
cious works of antiquity were loft, while they exiited only in manufeript? has
there ever been one lott fince the art of printing has rendered it practicable to m:ul-
tiply and difperfe copies? this leads us then to the only nieans of preferving tiofe
remains of our laws now under confidsration, thatis, a multiplication of prin:.d
copies. I think thercfore that there thould be printed at the public expence, an
edition of all the laws ever patled by cur legitlatures which can now be found;
that a copy fhould be depofited in every public Library in America, in the princi-
pal public cffices withiu the ftate, and fome perhaps in the mott dittinguithed pub-
lic hibraries of Lurope, and that the reit thould be fold to individuals towards re-
imburfing the expences of the editicn.  nordo I'think that this would be a volu-
tuinous work. the MSS.  would probebly furnith matter for one printed volume
in folio, and would comprehend all the laws from 1624, to 1701, which period
includes Pervis.—my collection of tugitive fheets forms, as we know, two vo-
lunzes, and comprehends all the extant laws from 1734, to 1783, and the laws
v hich can be gicaned up, from the revifils, to fupply the chalm be:ween 17071,
and 1734, with tholt tfrom 17817, to the clofc of the prefent century (by which
term the work might be compieated) would nct be mere than the matter of ano-
ther volume. fo that four volumes in folio probably would give every law ever
patfed which is now extant: whercas thofe who with to poflefs as many of them
as can be procurcs, muft now buy the fix folio volumes of revifals, towit, Per-
vis, and thofe of 1732, 1748, 1768, 1783, and 1794, and in all of them pofiefs
no. one haif of what they with. what would be the expence of the edition, I
carnot fay; nor how much would be reimburfed by the fales; but I am fure it
would be moderaie compared with the rates which the public have hitherto paid
for printing their laws, provided a fuflicient latitude be given as to printers and
places. the firft ftep would be to make out a fingle copy from the M5S. which
would employ a clerk about a year, or {fomething more; to which expence.
about a fourth fhould be added for the collation of the MSS. which would ¢in-
ploy three perfons at a cime about half a day, or a day in every week. as1
have already {pent more time in making myfelf acquainted with the contents and
arrangement of ticfe MSS. than any other perfon probably ever will, and their
condition does not admit their removal to a diftance, I will chearfully undertake
the airetion and fuperintendance of this work, if it can be done in the neigh .
bouring towns of Charlott{ville or Milton, farther than which I could not under-
take to go from home. for the refiduc of the work, my printed volumes might
be delivered to the printer. v, :

I have troubled you with thefe details, becaufe you are in the place where
they may be ufed for the public fervice, if they admit of fuch ufe, and becaufe
the order of aflembly, which you mention, fhews they are fenfible of the necef-
ity of preferving fuch of thefe laws as relate to our landed property, and a little
further confideration will perhaps convince them that it is better to do the whole
work once for all, than to be recurring to it by piece.meal, as particular parts of
it fhall be required, and that too perhaps when the materials fhall be loft.

K
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1:52, Auwrd 200 indo.
——  Nuv. 25. indo.
tg3, Jilv 5. indo.
1055,  March in ¢o.
157y, Nov, 20, indo.
1055, 6, March 12, in do, N
1050, idec, 1. in do.

1iog-.-8, March 13, a revifal in do.
1558,-9, March 1. in MS.
i":59, bo, March 13. in do.
1wCio, OIL 11 in do.
1662, 1, tlarch 23, in do,
1-.61-2, March 23. chap, 1to 138 inclufive, printed.
1662, Dec. 2, 00 23, chap. 1,2, 3,4 5,6, 7, 8, 9,
10, 17, 12, 13, £5, 17, 18, 25, 23, prin.ed.
14, 16, 1g, 22, 22. in MS.
1563, Sept. 10. Chap. 1,2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, I}, 14,
16, 17. printed.
3 5, 6, 12, 13, 15, 18, in MS,
1674, Sopt. 20. g acts printed.
v, 3, Odovo. Chap. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 8, gpiinted.
4, 19. in M3,
1604, June g. Chap. 2, 3, 4, printed. 1 in MS.
e Oct. 23. Chap. 1,2,3,5,6,7,9, 16, 11, 12,
13, 1§, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,23, 24,
Printed, 4, 8, 14. in MS.
sLh7, Sopt. 3. Chap. 1, 2, 3, 4, printed. 5,6, 7,
in M3,
166%, Sopt. 17, Chap 1 to g, printed.
1i:6g, O.t, 20, Crap. 1 to7 printed, 8,9, in MS.
1570, Ot 3. Chap. 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
12,  rinted. 11 in MS.
1571, Sept. 20, Chap, 1, 4, 5, 6, printed, 2, g/‘l%
in M>.,
1772, Sept. 24. Chap. 1,2, 3, 4, S, 7, 8, 9, 10, print-
’ P T inMs.
1473, O.%. 20. Chap. 1 to 3, printed. 6 7, in MS,
o7, Sopte 21, Chup. 1y 3, 4, 6, 7, printed.
2, §, 8, 9, 10, in MS.

]

ol the narticstr ats of the affembly of Virginiu in my pofiefiion either
5. 0F dTaiied, aad of choie not in my poficiion, and preiumed to be 1o,

1675,-6, March 7, Chap. 3, printed. 1,2, 4,in M3.
3

1570, June 5. Coap. 1 w0 20 MS.

1676,-7, reb. 20. Chap. 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 19, 11,13,

14, 16, 17, 20, printed.
1, 2, 3, 5, 12, 15, 18, 19, in A3,
1677, O&. 10. Chap. 3, 2, 3, 4, §, 8, 9, 1o,
11, 12 panted. 6, 7in M5,
1679, Apr. 25. Ch. 110 9 prin. 17, 11, m MS.
1630, June 8. Chap. 1 to 17 printec.
5682, Nuv. 15, Chap, 1t0 13 pii el
1684, Apr. 16. Chap. 2 printed. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,8,
9, 10, . MS,
1686, O&. 25. Chap. 1 to 11 in Ma.
1691, Apr. 16. Chap, 12 printed. 1, to 11, and from
©13to 21 in MS.
1692, Apr. 1. Chap 1 to 7in MS.
1692,-3, Maich 2, Chap 1 to 7 in MS.
1693, LUCt. 10. Caap. 1 to 5 in MS.
1695, Apr. 18. Chap. 1 to 6 :n MS.
1696, Sep. 24. Chap. 1 10 14 in MS.
1697, Oct. 21. Chap. 1 in M.
1698, Sep. 28. no law pafled at this feflion.
1699, Apr. 27. Chap. 1t0 16 in M3.
1700, 1ec. 5.°Chap. 110 4 in MS,
1701, Aug. 6. Chap. 1 to 6 in MS.
1702, M.y 30 Chap. 1, 2, loit. .
Aug. 14. Chap. r,apartof itin MS. 2, 3, 4, loft.
1702,-3, Ma.ch 19. no act pafied.
1704, Apr. 20, Chap. 1to 11 loit.
1705, Apr. 18. Chap. 1to 4. loft.
O&. 25. Chap. 2,3, 5,6,7,8,9, 10, 12,
13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23,
25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39,
. 40, 41, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47 48, 49, 50,
52, 53, priated.
1705, O&. 25. Chap. 4, 11, 16. 18, 21, 24, 26, 31,
34 36, 37, 42, 51, §5, in MS. 1, 54 lott.
1710, O&. 25. Caap. 3, 4, 5,8, 11, 12,13, 14, print-
ed. 1,2,6,7,9, 10,15,16,17 in MS,
1711, Nov. 7. Chap, 2, 3, printed. 1in MS. -
Here the Manufcripts end.
. 4, 5, loft.
1712, O&. 23. Chap. 4, s, printed. 1,2, 3,6, 7 loft.
1713, Nov. 5. Chap. 3,4,6,7, 8, printed.
1, 2, §, 9, 10, II, 12, loft.
1714, Nov. 16. Chap. 1, 2, 3, 5. printed. 4 loft.
1715, Aug. 3, Chap. 4, 2, 3, loft.
1718, Apnl 23. Chap. 1, 3, the fubftance printed
in Beverleys. abridgment, 2, 4 loft.
Nov. 11, Chap. 1, 2, loft. :
1720, Nov. 2. Chap. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, printed.
12 fubft. in Bev, abr, g to 18 loft.
1722, May 9. Chap. 1 to 3 & 6 to g, priated.
5, 5 & 10 t0 16, loft.
1723, May g. Chap. 2, 4, 8, 19, print. 1, 3, 5, 6, 7,
. 9, 11, to I§ loft.
1726, May 12.Ch. 1,2,3, 4, 6, 7,8,pr. 5, 9iﬁ;‘°
. 14. lptt.
1727,-8, Feb. 1. Chap 3, 5, to 14 printed. 1, 2, 4,
15 to 22 lofts
1730, May 21. Chap. 1 to 19 printed. 20, to 29 lofts
1732, May 18. Chap. 1 to 20. priat. 2t to 3§ loft.

Here begins my colleélion of the Fugitive fheets of Laws printed for each feffion.

1734, Aug. 22. 31 alls printed.
1736, Aug. 5. 25 acts printed.
1738, Nov. 1. 25 a&ls printed,
1743, May 22. 1§ a&s printed.

Auz. 1. 1 adt printed,
1742, May 6. 33 alls printed

3744, Szp. 4. 46 als printed.
174 5,-6. Feb. 20. 30 2&s priated.

| 1746, Jaly 1102 a&ls lod.

1747, Mar, 30. 5 ats loft.
1743, O&. 27. Chap. 1to §§ §7 77 printed
56 58 to 76 78 to &g loft.

1752
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1752, Feb 27, 33 alks pristod, b
1553, Ivove L% ety i ok |
1754, Fevo1a.3 ;.;T.s Pt
A, 22003 8 Pt
(et a7, 7 adls i
1755, May 1. 24 alts poovasi
Aug. 5. 8 ads pan.
OLt, 2%, b 28ks printe..
1756, Mar. 25. 13 acts printel,
Sep. 20,3 adls p:fmcd.
1757, Apr. 14. 30 alls printed.
1758, Mar. 30. 2 atts prizted,
§2p. 14. 13 acks printed.
Nov.g. & aé&t printed,
1759, Feb. 22. 34 a&ls printed.
Nov. 1. b adts printed.
1760, Mar. 4. 3 adls printed. !
May 19. prinied.

O, 6. 4 ads printed,
1751, har. 5. 31 acts printed.
Nov, 3. 13 adts printed,
1762, Jan. 14. 3 alts printed,
Mur. 30. 7 adts printed.
Nov. 2. 44 acls ponud,
1763, M- 19. 13alds printe
17v4, fan 12 13acks printed.
0. 30. 54 9:ts printed.
1766, Nov. 6. 01 a_ts pruted.
1708, Mar. 31. 7 aéts printed. .
3769. May 8. a convention, no a&t pafled.
Nov. 7. 89 adts printed.
1771, July 180 4 ats printed,

P 1774y MaySe ved bed :
i 1775, Juue 1. the 20t of affzmbly unler the

1772, Fehons. €8 afts piinr -
1773 Mal. 4o 10 acis. 1.0

from my co'izan.
diftlved oefore any att paflid,

Rojal governme, st was dif-
continu.:d by not meeting on
its own a‘journment, with-
cut huving palied any law.

CONVENTIONS.

1775, July 17. ordinances printed.
Dec.  ord.nanc s printed.
1775, May 6. ordinancus printed.

ASSEMBLIES
O#/. 7. alts printel.
1777, Muy 5. acts printed.
O¢t. 20. alts printed,
1778, May 4. aéks printed.
QO4~&. §. acts printed.
1773, May 3. a&s printed,
O¢t. 4. acts printed.
1782, May 1. aéts printed.
Oct. 16.ads printed.
1781, Mar. 1. a&s printed.
May 7. aéls printed.
Nov. 5. aéls printed.

1782, May 6. a&s printed.

1733, May 5. adt: printed.
O&. 20.:alls printed.

Nute that the terms ¢Printed® or in ¢ MS.?

mean that I have the laws printed or in MS.

——

TII E' perfons appointed, by an aét of the lail feffion, to fuperintend an edition of all
legiflative alls concerning lands, having perufcd the foregoing lctter, written in an-
fwer to an application to the author for hiscopies of the alls, more compleat than
any which can be elfewhere procured, and fuppofing that the General Affembly,
upon reconfideration of the fubjed, might wifit to enlurge the work, declned enlera

ing upon the bufinefs, until the fentiments of tiat honorable body fhall be known,

RIC HMON D, November, 1796.

G. WYTHE. .
JOHN BROIWN.
JOIIN MARSHALL.
BUSHROD IVASITIN
JOHN IFICKHAM.,

“TON.,

Refolved,



