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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. -

The time fitting the purpose, we embrace this occasion to present our'readers with the Declaration of
Independence, placing by its side the original draft of Mr. Jefferson, about which much curiosity and
_ speculation bas existed. The paper from which we have our copy, was found among the literaiy re-
-+ liques of the late venerable George Iythe, of Virginia, in the hand writing of Mr.J und delivercd to
the editor of the Rickmond Enguirer by the executor of Mr. Wythe’s estate, mujor Dural. The pas-
sages stricken out of the original, by the committee, are inserted in italics.
As ;;mfatory to these instruments we Liave been particularly requested to record the following letter of
v’ Mr. . 2dams :

. PriLApELPRIA, July 5, 1776.
“Yesterday the greatest question was decided which was ever debated in Amerira ; and
- ... greater, perhaps never was or will be decided among men. A resolution was pa:eed with
out one dissenting colony, “THAT THESE UNITED STATLES ARE, AND OF RIGHT
iQUGHT TO BE, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES.” L .
. “The day is passed.—The 4th of July, 1776, will be a memoralle epocha in the history
of America. Iam apt to believe it will be celebrated by succeeding generations, asthe@¥at |~
Anniversary Festival. It ought to be commemorated as the DAY OF DELIVERANOF; by
s .solemn acts of devotion to Almighty God, It ought to be solemnized with pomp, siows, -
. games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations—¥BROM ONE END OF THE CONTINENT
‘* “TO THE OTHER, from this time forward forever! You will think me transportec with en-
' % thusiasm ; but I am not. Iam well aware of the toil, and blood, and treasure that it will
;¢08! to maintain this declaration and support and defend these states ; yet, through all the
gloom, I can see the rays of light and glory—I can see that the end is worth more thanall
the means; and that posterity will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I hope
we shall not. Iam, &e. JOHN ADAMS”

_ . A Dedaration by the Representatives of the A declaration by the Representatives of the
s United States of America, in Congress as- United States of America in general Con-

sembled, July 4, 1776. , gress assembled. N
When.in the course of human events, itbecomesne- When in the course of hl_lman events, it becomes
cessary for one people to dissolve the political bards necessary for one people todissolve thepoliticalbands
whic}?have connected them with one another, and which have connected them with one another, and
to assume amorg the powers of the earth, the sepa- {0 assume amaong the powers of the earth, the sepa-
S Sewii e ¢ 'su:.ion. to which the laws of nature rate and equal station to which the laws of nature
“and of m&m’s God entitle them, a decent respect and of nature’s God entitle them, 2 decent respect
:: t'hue opinions of mankind requires that they should ;10 the opinions of mankind reqm:ﬁs that they should
:}er:‘lm the causes which impel them to the separa- til:;;l.nre the causes which impel ’rem 1: the separa-
s if evident—that a1l We hold these truths to be self evident, that sll
Ve hald thf:fi uu:lt? au:'h‘: :;-ey are endowed by men are created cqual ; that they are endowed by
men sre cred “}f‘l“ruin unalienable rights; that their Creator with inkerent and malienable rights ;
their C:.l“w':: life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- that among these ars, lifz, liberty and the purscit
v 4, ameng 1;:: s cecurs these rights, governments of happiness ; that to secure these rights govern-
P sttt :It’amnﬁ men, deriving their just pow. ments are instituted among men, derivingtieir just
are ;_nstltl;f e mﬁt of the governed ; that when- powers from the consent of the governed ; that
b rom f z of goyernment becomes destructive whenever any form of government becomes destruc-
ever any ozll'm 'tisgt‘h%; right of the people to alter or tive to these ends, it is the right of the people w0
of thesc en ’& :.n institute a new government, laying alter or to abolishit, and to institute a new govern-
x_lhahsh it, an .ulch riaciples, and organizing its ment, laying its found_:hon on such principles, and
Lok ?:Tr,rm Pas to them shall scem most Organizing its powers in such form as to them shall
powars mﬁ'mcthe?r oty and happiness. Prudence, seem most likely toeffect their uafety and happiness.
!ukelywc_ech_ t;te that governments long estab- Prudence, indeed, njlll dictate, that Kovernments
’E‘d“d' wnlld nt b‘e'change 4 for light and transient long established shouid not be qhmg‘ed for hg-h!. and
lished should no rdingly all experience hath shewn, transiént causes ; and _accordingly all experience
causes; and ‘f“n :Jrg disposed o suffer, while evils hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suf-
¥at mankin ‘3:““ ¥ r\t themselves by abolish- fer, while cvils arc suflcruble, than to right them-
?:’ ‘;ECF;:_“:‘; u_: which they are accustomed. Dt selves by abolishing the forms to which they are ac-

e

i i . d. But when a long train of abuses and
when along train of abuscs and usurpations, pur customed. B I

suing invariably the same o
ta reduce theny under absolu

Vou. IV. T

bject, evinces » design nsurpations, begm:‘m a distinguished period, m:}p:uf_
te despoticm, itis theiv sning invariably the same abjeet, evinces o desig
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right, itis their duty, to throw off such government, to m[u;e}hcm gnder absolute despotism, itis their
and to provide new guards for their future sccurity. right, it is their .duly, to throw off spch govern.
Such has been the patiemjsufferance of these colo- mont, and to provide new g-uards'to their future se-
nies ; and such is now the necessity which constrains eurity. Suph had been the patient snﬂ‘grance. of
them to alter their former systems of government. these cqlomes; and such is now the necessity which
The history of the present king of Great Britain is constrains therp to expunge their former systems of
a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, ait government. _l‘fxe _hlstury of the'p;esgilg k.mg of
having in direct object the establishment of an ab- Great Britain is a history of wnremitiing injuries and
solute tyranny over the states. To prove this, let usurpations, among whick appears no solitary fact to
facts be submitted w0 a candid world. contradict the inifarm tenor of the rest ; but all have
in direct object the establishment of an absolute ty-
ranny over these states. To prove this, let ficts be
submitted to « cundid world, for the truth of whick
e pledze a fuith uet unsullied by falsehoud.

He has refused his assent to laws the most whole-

He has refused his-assent to laws the most whole- 2
some and necessary for the public good. some and necessary for the public good. .

He has forbidden his govermoss to pass laws of  fle has forbidden'his governors to pass laws of im-
immediate and pressing importance, nnless suspend- _medm.lc and pressing importance, unless suspended
ed in tlreir operation, till his assent should be obtain- in their operation till his assent should be obtaiped ;
ed: and, when so suspended, he has utterly neglect- and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to
ed to attend to them. attend to them.

He hus vefused to pass other laws, for the accom-  He has refused to pass other laws for the aceom.
modation of large districts of people, unless those modation of large districts of people, unless these
people would relinquish the right of representation peaple woull relinguish the right of representation,
im the legislature—a right incstimable to them, and a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyTants
formidable to tyrants only. onlv, : ) ]

He Lius called together legislative bodies, at places  Ue has called together legistative bodies at places
annsual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depa- unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depo-
sitory of their public records, for the sole purpose sitory of their public records, for the purpose of
of fatiguing them into compliance with his mea- fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.
sures,

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly
for opposing, with manly firmness, his imvasions on
the rights of the people.

He has refused, for a long time after such disso-
Jutions, to cause others to be elected ; whereby the
legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have
returncd to the people at large, for their exercise ;
the state remaining, in the mean time, exposed to al}
the danger of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of
these stutes ; for that purpose obstructing the laws
for naturalization of forcigners; refusing to pass
others, to encourage their migration hither, and
raising the conditions of new appropriations of
lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice,
by refusing his assent to laws, for estublishing judi-
clary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone,
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and
payment of their salarics.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and
sent hither swarms of officers, to harrass our peo-
ple, and eat out their substance,

He has kept among us, in timies of peace, stand-
ing armies, without the consent of our fegisiatures.

He has zffected to render the'mili(ary mdependent
of, and superior to, the civil power,

He has combined with othiers, to subject us to a
Jjurisdiction, foreign to our constitution, and unac-
kuowledged by otr laws ; giving his ussent to thejr
acts of pretended legislation :

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among
us:

nishment for any murders which they should commit
on the inbabitants of thesz states :

For cutting off our trade with al} purts of the
world :

For imposing taxes on ws without our consent :

For protecting thein, by a mock trial, from pu.

He has dissolved representative hauses repea‘e lly
and continually, for opposing with manly frmncss
his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has retused for a long time afier such dissolu-
tions to cause others to be elecled ; whereby, the le-
gislative powers incapable of annihilation, have ve-
turned to the peaple at large for theirexercise ; the
state remaining in the meun time expnsed to all
the danger of invasion from without, und convulsiens
within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of
these states; for that purpose ohstructing the laws
for naturalization of foreigners ; refusing to pasg
others to encourage their migrations hither, and
raising the condition of new appropriations of lunds.

He has sugeredthe administration of justice taral.
Iy to cease in same of these states, refusing his assent
to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made onr judges dependent on his will
alone for the tenure of their offices, and the amount
and payment of their salarvies.

He has ereated a multitude of new offices, o a
self assumed power, and sent hither swarms of offi-
cers to harass our people and cat their substance.

He has kept among us in times of peace, standing
armies, andships of war, without the consent of our
legislatures.

He has affceted to render the military independent
of and superior to the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a
jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unac-
knowledged by our laws ; giving his assent to their
acts of pretended legislation : L
Forquartering lurge bodies of armed troops am~ig
us :
I'ar protecting them, by a meck trial, from ptinish-
ment for any murders which they should commit o
the inhabitants of these states :

For cutting off our trade with alt parts of the
world :

For imposing taxes on us without our consent :
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For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits
of trial by jury :

For transporting us beyond seas, to be tried for
pretended oftences :

For aholishing the free system of English laws in
a neighboring province, establis! ing therein an ar-
bitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so
as to render it at once an example and fit ingtrument
for introducing the same absolute rule into thesc co-
Linies :

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms
of our governments :

For suspending our ewn legislatures, and declar-
ing themselves iuvested with power w legislate for
us mall cases whatsocver.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring
uw out of his protection, and waging war against
us.

e has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts,
burnt our toyns, and destroyed the lives of our peo-
Je.
He is, atthis time, transporting large armies of

For depriving us; it many cases; of the benefits of
trial by jury :

For transporting
pretended offences :

For abolishing the free system of English laws in
a neighbaring proviice; establivhing therein an ars
bitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries; so
as to render it at once an example and fit instvument
for introducing the same absolute rule mto thess
states. ~

For taking away our charters, aholishing our
most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the
forms of our governmenitg ¢

For suspending our own legislatures, and declar.
ing themselves vested with power to legislate for us
in all cages whatever : - !

He has abdicated governiment hete, withdrawing
hix goversors, and declaring us out of his allegiance
and protection : :

He has plundered otir seas, ravaged our coasts,
burat our towns, and destroyed the lives of our peo-

us beyond seas to be tried for

Heis at this time transporting large_armies of

forcizn mercenarius, to complete the works of death, foreign mercenuries to complete the work of death,
desolution and tyrauny, already begun, with circum- desolation and tyranny, already begun with circum.
stances of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled atances of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleied in
in flic most barharaus ages, and totally unworthy the the most barbarous ages, and totally unwarthy the
head of a civilized nation. heud of a civilized nation:

He has constrained our fellow citizens, taken cap-  He has constrained others taken captives on the
tive on the high seas, to bear arms against their high scas, to hear arms against their countiy; to be
conntry, to become the executioners.of their friends the cxecutioners of their friends and bretlren, or to

aud brethren, or full themselves by their hands.

He hus excited domestic insurrections amongst
us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants
of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose
known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destrue-
tion of all ages, sexes und cogditions.

of thesc oppressiuns, we have pe-
titioned for redress, in the most humble terms ; our
repeated petitions have been answered only by re-
peated fujury. A prince whose character is thus
tnarked, by every act, which may define a tyrant, is
wifit to be the culer of a free people.

In every sta,

Yor have we heen wahting in attentis'y to our Bri-
tish brethren. L "
time, of attemptsmade by their le'giglatur
tead an unwarrantable juriidictiyf, over us:

e, 10 ex-

fall themsclves by their hands.

He has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of
our froutiers the merciless Indian savages, whose
known rule of warfare is an undistinguished de-
struction of all ages, sexes, and conditions of exist-
eice.

e has incited treasonable insurrectiona of our fel-
low-citizens, with the allurements of forfeiture and
confiscution of our property.

He hus waged cruel war against human nature it-
self, vialating it moat sacredrights of life and liberty
i the persans of a distant people, who never offended
him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in
anather hemisphere, or to incur miserable deatlh in their
transportation thither. This piratical <warfare, the
opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfure of the
christian king of Great Rritain. Determinedta keep
apen a markel where MEN should be bought and sold,
he has prostituted his negaite for suppressing every
legislative atiempt to prohibit or te restruin this execra-
ble emunerce : and hut this assemdluge of horrovs
might want no fuct of distingrished dye, he is now ex-
citing those very peuple to risein arms among us, and
ta purcivies that Gbersy of which he has deprived them,
by murdering the people upan whom he alto obtruded
thew : thua paying off former crimes committed against
the liberties of vne peapic, with crimes which he urges
them to commit agalingt the lives of another.

" In every stage ol these oppressions we have peti-

troned for redress in the wnost hunible terms : Our

repeated petitions have been muswered only by re-

peated injury. A prince whose character is thye
marked hy every act which may defihe 2 *Leant, ig
unfit to be the ruler ofa people ko vean tg ge Srea,
Future agea will scarce believe that the hardine . of
one man adr#utured within the ahort compuss of rwelve
yearsonly; 1o brild a frundotion so braad and imdis.
guited, fur tyranny aver a people fostered and fived in
priviciples of freedom. )

Naor have we been wanting in attention to onr Bri.

We have warned they,, from time to tish brethren.  We have warned them from time to

time, of attempts by their legislature to extend a

‘We have jurisdiction over thece our siates.  We have remind-
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reminded them of the circimstances of our emigra- ed them of the circumstances of our emigration an
tion and settlenent here.  We have appcaled to their settlement here, no one of which could warrant s
native justic: and magnanimity, and we have conjur- strange a pretention : that these were effected at th
ed them, by the ties of our common kindred, to disa- expense of our own blood and treasure, unassisted by
vow these usurpations, which would wevitably in- the weaith or the strength of G, Britain : that in conati-
terrupt our connections and correspandence.  They, tuting indeed our several firma of government, we had
tuo, have been deaf to the voice of justice and of adopred one common king, thereby laying a foundation
consangninity.  We must, theretore, acquiesce in for perperncl league and amity with them: but thae sub-
the necessity, which denounces our separation, and mizsion (o their parliament wus 1o part of our comati-
bold them, as we hold the rest of mankind—enemies tusion, nor cver in idea, if history may be credited ;
i war-—in peace, friends. and we appealed 1o their native justice and m.gna-
nimity, as well asto the ties ot our common Kin-
dred, o disavow these usurpations, which soere likely
to interrupt our connectiors and correspondence.
- Thev, too, have been deafto the voice of justice and
of consanginity ; and when occasions have bheen given
them by the reoulur enurse of their laws, of removing
Sfrom their councils, the disturbers of our harmony,
they have by their free election re-eatublizhed them in
power. At this very time too they are permitting their
chicf magistrote lo send over not only woidiers of or
common blvod, but [ Scotch and] foreign mercenariet
te invade and destroy us.  These facts have given the
last stab to agonizing affection; and manly spivit bids
to renounce for ever these unfeeling brethren. We
must erdeaver to farges our former love for them and ts
hold them as we hof; the rest of wmankind, enemies
in war, in peace, friends. e might have been a free
. and a great people together ; dus a commemication of
grandenr and of freedom it seems, is below their dig-
nity. Be it ao, since they will haveit < the rocd fo hap
piness and to glory is open fo ua too: we will climb it
apavt from them, und acquiesce in the necessity
which denounces our eternal separation.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United  We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITED
States of Americ 1, in general congress assembled, ap- STATES OF AMERICA, in general congress as-
pzaling to the Supreme Judge of the world, for the sembled, do, in the name, tnd by the authority of
recti‘ude of our intentions, Do, in the nume, and by the good people of these stares, reject and rensunce
the author.ty, of the good people of these colonies, all allegiance and subjection to tie kings of Great
s shumnly publish and declare, that these United Co- Britain, and all others, who may hercafter claim by
lonles wre, and, of right, ought to be, frec and inde- throngh, or under them ; we utterly diselve all politi-
pendent states ;—that they are absolved from all ul- cal connection which man heretefore have subsisted
legiance to the British crown, and that all political between us dnud the partiament of Great Brituin ; und
connection, between them and the state of Great finally we do assert thiese colonies to be free and in-
Dritain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved ; and dependent states, and that as free and indcpendent
that, as free and independent states, they have full states, they have full power to lesy war, couclude
power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alli- prace, contract alliances, establish commerce, ard
ances, establish commerce, and to do all otheracts to do all other acts and things which indcpendent
and things,which independent states may of right do. statcs may ofrightdo. And for the further support
And, for the support of this declaration, with a firm of this Declaration, we mutuslly pledge to each
reliunce on the protection of Divine Providence, we other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.
mutuldly pledge to each other, our lives, our for-
tuiie:, «nd our sacred honor. ’

Signed by order and in behaifof the Congress,
JOUN HANCOCK, President.

Attest, Caainies Tuonpsvx, Secretary.
o . The declaration as adopted was also signed
New-Hampehire. New-York. Jumes Smith, Thomas Nelson, jun.
Josiah Bartlett, William 1loyd, George Taylor, Francis Lightfoot Lec,

William Whipple, Philip Livingston, James Wilson, Carter Braxton,

Afatthew Thomton.

Massachusetts- Bay.

Samuel Adams,
Johbne' Adams,
Robert Trestaine,
Elbridge Gcrtg:a
Rhode-Island, &2c.
Stephen Hopkins,
William Ellery.
Connecticnt.
Roger Sherman,
Samuel Huntington,
William Williams,
Oliver Wolcott.

Francis Lewis,
Lewis Morris.
New-Jersey.
Richard Stockton,
Johnt Witherspoon,
Francis Hopkinson,
John Hart,
Abraham Clark.
Pennsylvania.
Robert Morris,
Benjamin Rush,
Benjamin Franklin,
Jobn Moreton,
George Clymer,

George Ross. North-Carolina.
Delaware. William Iooper,
Casar Rodney, Josepli Hewes,
George Read. John Peen.
Maryland, Suvnth-Carolina.
Samuet Chase, Fdward Rutledge,

William Paca, Themas Hesward, jun.

Thomas Stone, Thomas I.ynch, jun.
Chas.Curroll,of Carroliton. Arthur Middleion.
Virginia. Georgin.
George Wythe, Bution Gwinnett,
Richard Henry Lee, Lyman Hall,
Thomas Jefferson, George Waltop.

Benjamin Itacvisod,
N



