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CHAPTER V. -

Heeting of the Convention—E. Pendleton is appointed Preo
si‘lent— Further operations at the Greut Bridge—Stu'e of
the Carolina lraops—The disaffected destroy Bachelor’s
mill-dam—Alarm and preparations of Dunmore—ifjair
of the Greut Bridge= Fordyee is killed and hig men rout-
ed— Brilish loss— Humanily of the Virginians— I'he Bri-
tish evacuate the Fort—Woodford is rcinllforccd—-Rcaolvcs
to march against Norfolk—dAlarm in that town— Decla-
ration to the people of Princess-JAnne and Norfolk coun-

ties— Effects thereof—Petilions addressed to Woodford .

—Relief afforded to the Highlanders—Declarations is-
sued by the Convention—Woeodford enters Norfolk— Re-
signs the chief command to Colonel Howe—Message to
the magisirales of NMoxfolk—Not unswered— Proceedings
in Vorfolk—Subseguent evenls—American force under,
Howe—Arrival of ‘the frigate Liverpool—Captain Bel-
lew's messuge—Burning of Norfolk—Some differences
among the officers—Financial and other difficulties of
the Colony—Want of sall-severely felt—Colonial forces
increased—P. Henry resigns—Effervercence caused by
this regignation soon subsides.

The Delegates met at Richmond on the 1st day of De-

tember. It had now become necessary for them to appoint

Meeting of
l}xe Convens

anew President. Peyton Randolph was no more. ‘That tion

illustrious eitizen, distinguished, at first, by the eminence
of bis forensic station, and afterwards by the abilities,

Dec;:mbcrl

zeal, integrity, and dignity which he displayed in the highs -
- eroffices of public life, had been several times clected

Speaker of the house of Burgesses. On the 20th of March,
1775, he was unanimously appointed President of the ‘first

+ Convention ; and on the 11th of August follewing, first no-
- minated one of the Delegates for Virginia te the General

Congres.* A new and well merited honeur awaited him
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® The vote stood as follows : .

Bor P.Randolph, . . 89, ]Tomas Nelson, . , .- 66,
R.H.Lee, . .. . 88 |R. Bland, P )
Thomas Jefferson, . 85, | G. Wythe: . ., « -. &8
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B. Hareison, .
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CHAP, there. Without one dissentient voice, he was ealled top&
| V.  side over that great and venerable body ; and while atte
[ _ing it, a third time, on the 22d day of October, a sudden
=== stroke of apoplexy, deprived America of this virtuous. firm,
r ! * and wise patriot, in the 54th year of his a%e The res
" mains of this werthy Patriot were afterwards brought frons
Philadelphia to Williamsburgby Edmund Randolph, hisne«
" phew, and, in November 1776, deposited in the family vault,
in the College-Chapel, withsuitable funeral solemnities.—
-A short time before his departure for the general continens
tal Congress, the convention, observing with great concerm,
" that he was much indisposed, recommended to him to re--
tire tor the present from the fatigues of public duty, tem.
dering to him, at the same time, their unfeigned thanks for
his unremitted altention to the imporlant interests of hig
* Country, and his unwearied application {o, and able, faith-
© ful, and impartial discharge of the duties of his office ; and
assuring him that he had the warmest wishes of the Con-
venlion for a speedy return of health, and an eyinterupted
enjoiyment of every felieity. R. C. Nicholas was, on the
fullowing day, appointed to act as President during Mr.
Ramloldh’s indisposition or absence, an appointment which
did him great honour, and upon which he refleeted the
splendor of his own worth, during_the remaindér of the
Edmund Session.—'T'o fill the vacancy thus produced by the lament
Pendictonis ed death of Mr. Randolph, na person was deemed better
Pﬁrpl?,t:}"*id qalified than the venerable Kdmund Pendleton. He was
eidett  accordingly elected President. After taking info consi-
deration a dispatch from Woodford respecting his situa-
_ tion. and that of Lord Dunmore and his motley auxilia-
ries, and solemnly enjoining tothe Commander of the for
‘ ces actually in the field, to visk as little as possible the
success of hisarms, at 80 important a erisis, and, if his numss
bers should not, in his judgment, afford a moral probabili-
ty of answering the purposes of the expedition, immedis=
ately to request the assistance of the troops offered by
- Novth Carolina, the Convention odjourned till Monday
‘Tollowing, then to meet in Williamsburg We have al=
realy stated the measures of Woodferd in regard to the
Novti.-iarolina reinforcements.  Colonel Wells. who had
Jjoined the Patriots at the head of a few volunteers, was
dispatehed to meet those reinforcements, and to coliect
ant (vansnit. certain information of every circumstance
" relative to their march.
In the mean time. an almost incessant firing was kept
' up at the Great-Bridge, between the Patriots and Dum-

; —
. Blund having declined the uppointment, an account of his advanced
c
=

and reeeived the wormest thanks of the Couvention for his pdst servi
LY F. i1 oot Leew:s neminated in his ~tead, After P, Randolph’s &
C. Braxton was appointed to succeed hin in Congress. i
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CHAPTER 1X.

Dunmore is driven from Gwynw’s Island—Goes up the
Potomack—Leaves Virginia—Hostilities of the Oreeks
and Cherokees—Befeat and submission of these Savages
— Return of General Lee to the North— First meeting of
the General dssembly of Virginia—Chicf proceedings
that Body— Dictatorial scheme—Military events to ¢
Northward—Invasian of Bhode Island—American suc-
ecss at Sea—Critical state af American affairs—Forti-
. tude of Congress in this erisis—dArticles of Confederati-
| on and perpetual union—Extensive powers given to
. Generul Washington— Financial difficulties— Friendly
| dispositions af most European powers—Leading objects of
| the miesion io France—Dr. Franklin arrives in France
— Other missions—Military events during the Winter and
the Spring—Howe sails from Sandy Hook— Events on the
Lakes.

Declaration of Independence, by the General Congrese—

“THE interval between the commencement of the war, CHAP.

and the peried at which we have now arrived, presents a
strange eivil and political phenomenou. It is a principle

IX.

of the British Censtitution, that the King can do no wrong, =———=
and 2 metaphysical distinetion is established bgtween him Stran

and his Ministers. Hence the singular contrast observa- tyationofA-

si-

ble in the language amd practice of the Colonies, in 1775, merica for
and the early anm-t of 1776. Setting aside the ideal dis- some tme

tinetion just
narch to whom assurances of loyalty and fidelity were fre-
quently given. His authority was opposed by force of
arms, and, at the same time, justice was administered
inthe name of that authority ; nay, prayers offered up
to Heaven for his safety and prosperity, constituted part
of the public worship. A wish to continue under the Con-
stitutional sway of Great-Britain was expressed on all-
sides ; yet, every where a republican Government virtu-
ally prevailed Never was so strong a contrast between
words and deeds, exhibited ; so true it is that the theoreti-
cal fictions of law-givers vanish before the.stern realities of
human affuirs. The common sense of mankind will not
long be overruled by maxims of royal infallibility ; and”
practice naturally rectifies, in such eases, the errors of ar-
lificial wisdom. Another consideration serves to explain
this phenomenon :  Great revolulions aré too immense for
| technical formality. Such a state of things, however,
I

uded to, we see war waged against a Mo- |
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could not be lasting. 'This undulation of opinions aml mea-
sures must subside, and give place to some definite and
unchangeable system. In vain the bulk of the people still
fondly imagined that American victories would recall the
Ministers to acts of justice. if not of condescension. It was
evident to men of cxperience and foresight that the wound
had new become incurable, and that all hopes of restoring
union and friendship on the former basis, were perfectly
jllusive. On the part of the Ministers, pride, assuming
the scmblance of dignity, would create ohstinacy not to be
shaken. The Americans must necessarily confine them-
selves to defensive operations ; and should vietory uniform-
ly perclL on their standards, they could not immediately,
or even distantly, endanger the existenee of the British Go-
vernment, the only circumstance, perhaps, capable of
pressing o those infatuated Ministers, a mild, equitable,
and wise policy. Nor was it rational to hope that. so
long as the other parts of the world were open to British in-
dustry and enterprize, and so long as a powerful navy pro-
tected British commeree, mercantile considerations would
induce a relaxation of the tyrannical measures inténded a-
gainst the Colonies. The struggle nolongerlay betweenab-

* soiute and limited monarchy ; butbetween monarchy and

republicanism.  The alternative now was, entire indepen-
denceand liberly, or entire dependence and slavery. Insucha
dilemma, it was better to fix on the grand and inspiriting
object of a separate and independent station. Indepen-
dence once declared, a solemn oath once taken, never to
return to British allegiance ; no, net even 10 escape utter
annihilatioy, resistanee would become more vigorous, more
. ¢bstinate, and, of couvse, more successful., This hsld and

- dign.ficd step would conciliate the respect of Foreign States.

Eugland herself, haughty England, should her armies o-
ventually be defeated, would treat with the Amerieans in
the charactér of a free and independent nation, less re-
luctantly than she would yield to them, as British subjeets,
those very points in which the present contest had origi-
nated ; for war knows of no'issue more humiliating, more
unpalatable than the necessity of yielding to an enemy the
ohject in dispute. I'lie course to be pursued-by America
was, therefore, obvious ; late events had also rendered it
casy. 'T'he success of the American arms in the impor-
tant Colonies of Massachusetts, Virginia, and South Ca-

- ‘rolina ; the valorous achievements of the infant continent-

al navy. under commodore IHopkins; the enormous and
rich prizes made on the enemy by American privateers,
were so many guarantees which ensured a eheerful ae-
quiescence, on the part of a large majority of the people,
in any system which the genesal Congress might adopt,
T'he fears inspired at first by exaggerated estimates of Bri-
tish prowess, experience and skill, in war, had gradeally
»
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subsided ; and eonfidence in native courage taken their
place. The collision of particular views and interests, had
Yielded to a generous love of country ; and the occasional
efforts of the most stubborn among the disaffyeted, were

165,
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incoherent, rash, ill supported, and, of course, abortive. .

"Fheir uniform failure, and the horror which they univer-
sally excited, were indeed, promotive of the common

()?is, description, was a dark and infamous
scheme t& seize, and perhaps, murder, the beloved and re-

vered General in chief, George Washington; to destroy

his small, but heroic army by treacherous means s and ei-
ther toburn New York, or deliver it into the hands of
the British. The seasonable and fortunate discovery of
this horrid plot, electrified the public mind ; inflamed it

with a vehement desire of an immediate and irreve-

oable avulsion from a Government which was suppos-
ed to have put the torch and the dagger in the hands
of the miscreants cencerned in that execrable design.
—Nor was it forgotten, that the Ministers had de-
neunced inflexible rigour agdinst the colonies ; that a war
now raged, monstrous not only in its origin, but likewise in
its mode, and which, it was openly avowed by England,
would not admit of those salutary laws and usages, which,
in the midst of slaughter and rapine, still present some of
the sacred characters of civilization, and solace weeping
humanity. In the eyes of Ameriea, this was not war : the
prohibitery bill had sanctioned piracy, rebbery. No Fo-
reign nation, in a state of hostility with the Colonies, would
have thought of inflicting such a blow ; much less ouglt
it to have come from a kindred hand. But every endear-
ing tie was rent asunder—what significd the name of mo-
ther-eountry, when the rod of despotism was extended o-
ver those from whom more than filial respect and filial af-
fection was claimed ! When the relentless Indian, and the
10 less odious German mercenary, were sent in terrific ar-

ray, toeffect what Britons blushed andrefused to attempt?

Political, as well as natagal, bonds of union, ought now
to be forever dissolved. Thus did the idea of In-
dependence gradually gain ground. Nothing else was

thought of ; it was the universal topic of private and

public deliberation. A last and decisive impulse wag giv-
en to the American mind, hy a Pamphlet which appeared,
during that oscillation of sentiment, under the title of
« Common Sense.”” It was the production of Thos. Paine,

a native of England, who had warmly embraced the canse:

of America, and who, in an cminent degrec. possessed the
power, as weil as the inclination, to serve that noble eanse.
Nature had gitted him with a strong, comprchensive, and
luminous mind ; and with the happy and valuable Faculty
of accommodating his thoughts and language to vulgar, as

well as lofty understandings. He had the full command of
A . :
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HAP. those moral levers, by which opinion is managed and

IX.

transferred at will. Paine was in politics, what'Arch.il-
medes‘is related to have been in mechanics ; nor were his

== engines less formidable than those of the immortal Syra-

“cusan, (houzh in a different sense. His Pamphlet un-
doubtedly contvibuted to the Declaration of Independence,
in a most striking degree. 'The author of ¢ Commos
Sense,” endeavored to prove that a re-union with England
was impracticablé—adducing, in support of this sertion,
the irreconcileable pretensions of the contending parties—
the unconquerable pride of Great Britain—the treaeheg,
rancour, and vindictive spirit of her government. ]
moreover, established, beyond all possibility of satisfacto-
ry answer, the necessity, expedicney, and practicability of
Independence.  His arguments were interspersed with

. ~views of royalty, calculated to render it odious and con-

temptible—all along proposing to substitute a Republican
for a Monarchical government.  Of the boasied English
Constitution, the excellencics of which no one had hereto-
fore dared to call into doubt, he spoke with equal freedom
—pointing out, rather irreverentially, the defects of its
monarchical branch—and the abuses which had erept into
its other branches, which, in his opinion, were intringical-
Iy good.” He emphutically enumerated the public calami-
ties, which, especially since the restoration of monarchy,
had ufilicted England; and thence inferred - that therg
must be in the British Constitution, some essential vice,
which rendered it inadequate to the grand and primary ob-
Jject of all governments, the happiness of the people ; this
radical vice. this secret canker, he asserted to be monarchy.
~—To that fatal source he traced back frequent intestine
quarrels, and endless Foreign wars. Lastly, he congratu-
lated the people of Ameriea, upon the blessing which Hea-
ven had now placed within their reach, by af?ording them
a glorious and fortunate opportunity of establishing a Go-
vernment, which, combining all the excellencies of the
British Cons-itution, would, at thg same time be free from
its glaring defects.—This work, so well adapted to the cir-
cumstances under which it appeared, so much in unison

“with the public feeling, was read with incredible avidity.
"I’be ardent beecame enthusiastiec—the luke-warm, fervid—
and many among the Loyalists, overpowered by the argu-
wmeuts and cloquence of the writer, abjured their former
sentimenty, and joined the sacred banner of their country.
On all sides, a.loud ery was heavd, calling for separation
and Independence.

The Congress well saw that the favorable moment had
now arrvived. But, in order to ascertain still more fully
the sensc of the people, they issued, on the 15th of May, the
resvlution before mentioned, recommending to all the Co-

* locies to institute suitable forms of Government, No
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measure eould have been better caloulated to open the
eyes of the people on their real interests, and to elicit a
formal expression of the general will. This resolution,
however, did not immediately preduce the desired effect,
in all the Colonies. We have already viewed the esta-
blishment of a new form of Government in Virginia, and
adluded to the temporary Constitution of South Carolina 3
Connecticut and Rhode Island, had only a few slight alter-
ations to make in the fundamentals of their respective Go-
vernments ; Maryland, Pennsylvania and New-York, flue-
tuated for a'while, but finally complied with the regom-
smendation of Congress. The other Colonies were more
or less prompt in framing particular Constitutions.. All
these hore a considerable resemblance to tlie British mo-
del, exeept that monarchy was excluded, and that a jea-
lous controul over the executive every where predomina-
ted, evincing those salutary fears which the past had

taught the people to entertain for the future.—At the

same time, that the Colonial Congresses, or Conventions
were thus employed in a new organization of the powers of
Government, most of them instructed their Deiegates in
the General Congress to declare the United-Colonies, freo
and Independent States. The glorious example given by
Virginia, in that respect, has already been noﬁceg

Strong in this manifestation of the general sentiment,
Congress finally agreed on Independence, and declared it,
on the fourth of July, in the following words :%

IN CONGRESS, 4th JULY, 1776.
By the Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress
assembled. :

A DECLARATION :
WHEN, in the course of human events, it becomes ne-
cessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which

* It is not our province to compare the respectivg merits of the seve-
ral Colonies, in erecting this noble fubric. Let if suffice for us to observe
that this admirable Declaration, as well as'the ariginal motion for Fndepen-
dence, in Congress, came from two members ofthe Virzinia delegation. R.
H. Lee moveﬁr for the motion, and Mr. Jefferson penned it. We haveseen
the original draught, in his hand writing. In the committee, Mr. Adams
and Dr. Franklin altered only a few words ; but, when reported, a tirade
against slavery, the extirpationof which Great Britain was charged with
having prevented, gave some offence to the Delegates from the Carolims,
and was, thereforesuppressed. Another firade stating the importation of
Scotch and other mercenaries, was also expunged, because it seemed to
wound the feelings of two or three members, natives of Scotland.

(C7 Botta in his excellent Storia della Guerra Americana, puts in R. H.
Lee’s mouth, a long and eloquent speech in support of his motion ; and
another in answer to it, he ascribes.to John Dickenson ; thus concentrating
the ents, and con, and, at the same time, warning his readers
that these speeches were not really delivered. This imitation of the anci-
ent historians has some advantages—but we deem it better, strictly to ad-
here to facts. We recommend, however, to the youth of Virginia, to read
those two speeches, which give a clexr view of the =ole guestion,
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have connected them with another, and lo assume amongs
the powers of the earth, the separate an equal stution to
which tbre laws of nature and nature’s God entitle therp, &
decent respect for the opinions of mankind, requires. that
they should declare the causes which impel them to the se—
paration. .

We hold these truths to be self evident—that all men
are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Cre-

. ator with certain unalienable rights ; that among theso

are life, liberty, and the pursuit' of happiness. 'That, to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among -

- men, deriving their just powers from the eonsent of the

governed ; that whenever any form of gevernment becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government,
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their safety and happiness. Prudence. indeed, will
diotate, that governments long established should not be

- ehanged for light and transient causes ; and accordingly

all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more dispos-
ed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right them-

"selves by abolishing the forius to which they are accas-

tomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute despetism, it is their right, it
is their duty to throw off such governinent, and to provide
new guards for their future security. Such has been the
patient sufferance of these colonies ; and such is now the
pecessity which constrains them to alter their former sys-
tems of government. The history of the present King of
Great Britain isfa history of repeated injuries and usurpa-
tions, all having in direct object the establishment of an ab-
solute tyranny over these States. ‘T'o prove this, let facts
be submitted to a candid world.

Ho has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome
and necessary for the publie good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immedi-
ate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their o~
peration, till his consent should be obtained ; and. when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. ’

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodati-
on of large districts of people, unlessthose people would re=
linquish the right of representation in the Legislature—a
right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants enly.

1ie has called together legislative bodics, at places, un-

" usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of

their publicrecords, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them

into compliance with his measures. '
He has dissolved Representatives Ilouses repeatedly,

for opposing with manly firmuess, his invasions on the

rights of the people.

1

|
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He has refused for a lons :i ne after sueh dissolutions, CHAD,
{o eause others to be elected ; whereby the I-gislative pow- A
ors, lucapable of annihilation, have retarned  the peonls
. at large, for their exercise ; the state remaining in the. b e
meantime, exposed to all the danger of -invasion from
without, and convulsions within. : i

. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of the

Btates ; for that purpose obsiructing the laws for natur:ﬁ
ization of foreigners ; refusing to pass others, to encou-
rage their migration hither, and raising the econditions of
mew appropriations of lands. '

He has obstruefed the administration of justice, by re-
fusing his assent to laws, for establishing - judiciary pow-
e“. -y .

He has made jndges dependent on his will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and jayment of
their salaries.

He has ereeted 8 multitude of new offces, and sent hi-
ther swarms of officers, to hariass our people and eat out
their substance. X .

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing ar-
mies, withiout the consent of our Legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of,
and superior to, the civil power.

He has combined with others. to subject us to a juris-
diction foreign to our Constitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended
legislation ;— : -

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among

For protecting them, by a moek trialy from punishment
for any murders which they should commit on the inhabi- '
tants of thése States;

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world.

¢ For imposing taxes on us without our consent ;
; For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial
y jury ; : . ' :

For transporting us beyond seas, to be tried for pre-
tended offences ;

For abolishing the free system of English law in a .
neighbouring province, establishing therein an arbitrary
government and enlarging its boundaries so us to render it
at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the .
same absolute rule into these colonies. '

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most val-
unble laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our
governments. ' .

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declarin
themselves invested with power, to legislate for us in @
cases whatsoever. - - .
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CHAP.  He hasabdicated government here, by declaring us out
IX.  of his protection, and waging war against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, hurat
S===== our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He s, at this time, transporting.large armies of foreign
mereenaries to complete the work of death, desolation, and
tyranny, already begun, with circumstances of eruelty and
perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages,
and tetally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on

. the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to be-
' come the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to
fall themselves by their hands. '

* He has excited domestic insurrections among.us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers,
the merciess Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare
is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, dexes, and
conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions, we have petitioned
for redress in the most humble terms ; our petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A prinee whose
character is thus marked, by every act, which may define
a tytant,- is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we heen wanting in attention to our British

- brethren: We have warned them, from time to time, of
attempts made by their legislature, to extend aw unwar-
rantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them
of the cirenmstances of our emigration and settlement
here. We bave appealed to their native justice and mag-

* nanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of eur

. common kindredy to disavow these usurpations, whieh
would inevitably interrupt owr connections and correspen-
dence. 'They, too, have becn deaf to the voice of justice

‘. and cousanguinity. We must therefore acquiesce in the
necesssity, which denounces our separation, and held
thlem, as we hold the rest of mankind—enemies in. war—
in peace friends.

'WE, thercfore, the Representatives. of the United
States of America, in General Congress assembled, ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the world, for the recti-
tude of our intentions, Do, in the name, and by the autho-

-, rity of the good People of these colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, that these United Colonies are, and of right
ought to be, Free and Independent States ; that they are ab-
solved from all allegiance to the British crown, and that
all political connection, between them and the State of

Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved ; and
that, as Free and Independent States, they have full

" power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, es-
tablish commerce, and to do all other acts and things whieh

Independent States may of rightdo. And for the suppoyt

! L
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of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection CHAP.
of Divine providence, we mutually pledge to each other IX.
our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honour.”
e
“Thus was the birth of Independence solemnly proclaim- Rejoicings
ed. Regardless of the perils which surrounded her era- o:.ccountof
dle, and resolved to nurse her into vigour, to cherish her gm‘:\““
"imto maturity, the people hailed her auspicious appear-
ance with reverential joy, and sieady confidence. What
was to them the smallnessof their aymies ? What, the ex-
hausted state of their T'reasury ? What thie threatening and
formidableattitude of the tyrant, the distant and uncertain
ehance of Fereign sucecurs? They were now Free and -
Independent, and reselved to live so, or to live no more.
‘With such a disposition, they were invincible. Moral
forces are the true bulwarks of nations. On the eighth of
July, Independence was eelebrated at Philadelphia with
every mark of universal exultation ; boonfires, discharges
of artillery, joyous aeclamations, announced the momen-
tous @ra. At New-York, the Declaration was, on the
11th of the same month, read to each brigade of the A-
merican army, then stationed in that city, and its neigh-
bourhood :—it was heard with a respeectful attention,
soon succeeded by prolonged bursts of enthusiastic ap-
ﬂ;use. In the evening, the equestrian statue of George
» erected in 1770, was laid prostrate ; and its leaden
materials were afterwards converted into bullets. In
Baltimore and Boston, the patriots gave to their rejoicings
atill mere vivid (ints. Every trace of royalty was there
obliterated. In Virginia, this eonfirmation of thegopular
wishes, and of the act by which a republican government ,
had alreddy been established, excited feelings which trans-
cend all description. The interesting scene exhibited at
Williamsburg, on the adoption of the Constitution, was
renewed with additional effusions of that genuine, heart-
felt joy, which flows from great vational events. 'The
pompous emblems of royal authority had alveady disap-
peared ; an appropriate seal for the Commonwealth, now
supereeded that, formerly used by the representative of
royalty, in the Colony.* ‘
Duaring these transactions, the naval and military force fh“l’g“? of
of Virginia had not remained inactive. 'I'wo hundred and "¢ 0xord:
seventeen Scotch Highland regulars, were. on the 224 of
June, brought to Williamsburg. Taken by the adventul
rous Captain Biddle, off the banks of Newfoundland, in
the Oxford, a Transport from Clyde,. hut afterwards se-
parated from their eonqueror by, a storm,: they had over-
powered the Prize-master and his few companions, and
steered for Hampton. Roads, where they expected to find

* See Appendix, Ne. 14
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swould sarrender the office to his successor, « he trusted
with clean hands, and he could assure the House, with
empty ones.”” George Webb was that successor.

Numerous petitions for relief, and other objects, occu-
pied the attention of a Legislature, popular in its essence,
and disposed, of course, to extend its benevolent and gene-
rous aid to sufferers of all descriptions. The personal estate
of Dunmore had been sold, und his lands rented out, by
erder of the late Convention. 'T'he proceeds were applied
to the payment of all just elaims, public or private, against
the fugitive Governor. c »

"The late change introduced in the form’of government,
had rendered it necessary to make corresponding changes
in the laws heretofore in foree,* many of which were in-
applicable to the powers of government, as now orgauized,
others were founded on principles heterogeneous to the
republiean spirit, others which, long before such change,
had been oppressive to the people, eould yet never be re-
pealed while the regal power continued, and others, having
taken their origin while the aneestors of the Virginians
remained in Britain, could not be well adapted to their pre-
sent cireumstances of time and place. It was also necessa-
ry to introduce certain other laws, which, though proved
by the experience of other States to be friendly to liberty
and to the rights of mankind, the citizens of Virginia had
not heretofore been permitted to adopt. Asg work of such
magnitude. labour, and difficulty, could not be effected
during the short and busy term of a session of Assembly,
it was enacted that a Committee, consisting of five persons
should be appointed by joint hallot of both Houses (three
of whom to be a quorum) who should have full power and
authority te revisc, alter, amend, repeal, or introduce all
or any of the said laws, to form the same into bills, and
report them to the next meeting of the General Assembly.
Suitable provisions were added to render the execution of
this important task as prompt and easy as its nature could
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well allow ; and the bills to be prepared and reposted by

the Committee of Revisors, were to receive, in the usual
form, the sanetion of both Houses of Assembly, before
they aequired the character and authority of laws. Thos.
Jefferson, Edmund Pendlefon, George Wythe, George
Mason, and Thomas Ludwell Lee, were appointed a Com-
mittee for that important revision. From the converging
rays of legal wisdom which those gentlemen were able to,
eondense into one focus, a pure and refulgent light was
expected, which woyld dispel the inauspicious darkncss in
which the Virginian code was then immersed. We will

. ® See preamble to the act for the revision of the laws, in the Appens
dix to the Journal of the House of Delegates, fur 1776,
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have occasion, in the sequel of our narrative, te notice {hie
result of this noble and pre-eminently usefal scheme. The
co-operation of George Wythe appearing essential, the
patriotic Mann Page, of Spottsylvania, was clected his
successor in the Congressional Delegation. .
The decisive step of independence, and the firm atti-
tude assumed by the new republic, opened, it was thought,
a favorable prospect for foreign afliances. ¥t was under-
stood that the Members of the French Cabinet. eager te
rénew the contest fon maritime superiority. and to humble

-British arrogance, viewed with secret exultation the resist-

ance of America, and wished to seize on this advantageous
opportunity for a successful war with England. Listen-
ing to the dictates of policy, the American Congress re-
solved to appoitt three Commissioners to the Court of

* France; and Beujamin Franklin. Silas Deane. and Thos.

Jefferson, were honoured with their choice. The follow-

- ing letter from Mr. Jefferson to the President of Congress,

explains the reasons which induced him to decline the ap-
pointment. }
‘WILLIAMSBURG, Oct’r. 11th, 1776.
Honorable Smr,

Your favour of the 30th, together with the resolutions of
Congress. of the 26th ultimo, came safe to hand. 1t would
argue great insensibiliiy in me, could I receive with indif-
ference, so confldential an appointment from your Body.
My thanks are a poor veturn for the partiality they have
been pleased to entertain for me. No cares for my own
person. nor yet for my private affairs, would have induced”
one moment’s hesitation to accept the charge. Butcir-
cumstances very peculiar in the situation of my family,
such us neither permit me to leave, nor to carry it, compel
me to ask leave to decline a service so honorable. and, at
the same time, so important to the American cause. The
necessity under which 1 labour, and the ¢onflict I have un-
dergone for three days, during which 1 could not deter-
mine to dismiss your messenger, will, I hope, plead my
pardon with Congress; and I am sure there are too many
of that body to whom they may with better hapes confide
thistharge, to leave them under a moment’s difficulty in
making a new choice. I am, sir, with the mostsincere at-
tachment to your honorable Body, and the great cause

_ they support, their and your

Most, obedient humble servant, .
THO's J EFFERSON.

Dr. Arthur Lee, whom his JMonitor's Lelters, in vindi-
cation of Colonial rights, his subsequent services as Agent
for Virginin in England, and his ardent devotion to the A-
merican causc, justly recommended to the public esteem,
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was then appointed, in the room of Mr. Jefferson ; and he
joined his colleagues. Dr. Frauklin aad Mr. Deane, at
Paris, in December following.

W hen, towards the clese of this session. the Legislature
of Virginia beheld the awful and eritical sitwation of Ame-
riea—the ememy in possession of New York—General
‘Washington preeipitately retreating through the Jerseys,
before an overwhelming force—and the salvation of the
country, depending next to providential aid, on some extra-
ordinary measures and efferts—several of its members, ac-
tuated, it is thought, by laudable intentions, but struck
with causeless, or at least. exaggerated alarm, and misap-
plying the example of the Roman republic, in times of ex-
treme danger, proposed and advocated a step, in itself more
formidable, and eventually more fatal o the libertics and
happiness of the people, than the British arms. 'This was
no less than t(he surrender into a single band of every
power, legislative. executive, and judiciary, civil and mi-
litary of lile and of death, over the persons and the proper-
ties of the citizens ; nothing less than the substitution of 2
despotic in licu of a limited monurch ; nothing less, in
short. than the appoittment of a Diclalor ! Strange
blindness ! anavcomtiable infatuation ! where was the con-
stitutionality of the mieasure ? orils necessity ? or its ex-
pedieney 2 But, it would ill hecome us to offer our feeble
remarks on this momentous suhject, after the ecloguent,
mervous, and overpowering developement of it, which the
“warnping voice of a venerable sage and Patriot* has so-

femuly impressed on the minds of his country-men. With
him we are willing to acquit the consciences, whilst we
impeach the judgment. of those who fell into an_error so
palpablé, and so fraught with peril and mischief ; with
him we experience increased surprise and indignation,
when we see the same propesitien repeated in June, 1781,
and wanting ondy a few votes of being pussed ; and with
him we are firmly convinced, that if jn cither case, pro-
motes of a design so vitally fatal, supposed in the people
such resignation as to suffer themsclves to be delivered o-
ver to the rods and hatchet of a Dictator. they totally mis-
took their character ! We have not been able to probe to
the quick, of this pelitical ulcer; M. Jeffersen who hiad la-
boured in the common eause with the men who advocated
_ the obnoxious measure, and often proved the purity of
their principles,t impeaches their judginent only, as be-
fore observed. Let it beso! Let no secret putridity of
heart, and profligacy of principles, be’suspected in a consi-
derable portion of ¢ that plurality, in whose hands the

* Sce Jefferson’s notes on Virginia, Query XIMT, Constitution, &e.

* Sec notes on Virginin ; ubi Supra.
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General transactions in Virginia—JMeasures against disaf-
Jected persons and deserters—drrivals of supplies from
France—Mecting of a Scientific socicty—Beneficial ob=
Jjects of that society—Meeting of the Legistature—Princi-
palacts of this Session—easures for completing the
quota of men for the Conlinental seroice—Oath of allegi-
ance prescribed— Continental Loan Office established af

Williamsburg—Establishment of another Loan O,
for the State—Act to support the credit of the Continent-
al and State paper money—JAct against desertion—Pro-
visions agdinst invasions and insurrections——dct relative
to the Congressional Delegation from the State—dppoint-
ment of Delegates—Thanks of the House given to R. H.
Lee—Provisions for fhe récovery of public money, and for
the fulfilment of contracts with Government—other la-
bours of the Legislature—dct in favor of Hampden Sid-
ney Academy—P. Henry is re-appointed Governor— Pub-
lic Records removed to Richmond—Adjournment of the Le-
gislature—drrival of the Baron de Kalb, and of the
Marquis Dela Fayelte in America— Proclamation of the
Governor against certain dangerous persons—Anniver-
sary of Independcnce—Washington reinfarces the North-
ern army—Sullivun’s excursion into Staten-Island—
The British flieet enters the Chesapeake—dActive measures
in Virginia thereupon— Howe lands below Elkton— Bat-

tle of Brandy Wine~Howe enters Philadelphia.
Al | . .

LH}?P. Whilst the two armies were thus preluding to the awfual
*  drama to be shortly acted on the banks of the Hudson or
sy 0D those of the Delaware, the Executive of Virginia pur-
General - sued, with energetie zeal, the measures sanctioned by the
;"‘“{,"“ﬁ""' late General Assembly, for the removal of obnoxious per-
Mesooa . ons, and for an adequite augmentation of military
et disaf. foree. British merchants, not well affeeted to the cause
footed per- of America, were peremptorily ordered to leave the State,
sons. and such as failed to comply, in due time, with this order,
taken into custody and treated as prisoners of war. The
recruiting service was pressed with suecessful ardour, and
. desertion subjected to rigorous penalties. Under the in-
3;‘1;5‘:" flucnee of mistaken sympathy, or attachment, several per-
" sons harboured and eoncealed individuals who, at so criti-
cal a juncture, unblushingly abandoned the banners of
their country. . On the 24th of April, Governor Henry is-
sued a proclamation intended to erush a practice so nefa-
rious, in & casc of voluntary enlistinents, and when the

1
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lives of the citizens, their liberty, and whatever Freemen CHAP.
ought te hold dear, were invaded by an armed foree ; di- X
recting diligent search to be made for all military f:fi-

tives, but, at the same time, opening a prospect of pardon ===
to such ‘s should speutanecusly surrender themselves. ,..»
Energetic regulations were besides adopted, tending to en-

force, among the troeps, order, discipline, a due respegt -

for property and other eivil rights ; in short, a strictad- *

herence to all the duties of their honorable profession.

Thus were the fundamentals of military worth, gradually
established, by the introduetion of regularity, system, aund
experience ; they made ample amends for those deficien- Q
ces whieh the general state of things did not yet permit to

remove. ' ,

In the mean tilxlne. the p:lblic ming was cheeret('l by etbmtle :;lp{:: ¢
appearance, in the principal rivers of the State, of sev Frang
French vessels loaded w‘r)ith warlike stores. Arrivals of from d
this description were now frequent in different parts of the
United States. They resulted either from private com-
mercial enterprize, or frgm purchases made in France by
Dr. Franklin and his collcagues; such purchases being
seeretly allowed, and even favoured by the Cabinet of Ver-
sailles. From Holland and Spain, various supplies were
also procured.—Another circumstance productive of con-
siderable joy and benefit, was the return, about this time,
of Colonel Gibson and Captain Lynun, who, in May 1776,
had been sent by General to New-Orleaps, with a small
eseort, for the purpose of negociating with thre Governor,
the purchase of a certain quantity of gun-powder. Of
.this valuable article, they now brought to Virginia twelve '
thousand pounds, obtained on moderate terms. This ex- .
pedition, which ended so successfully notwithslandingf the
multiplied dangers of the route, was universally applaud-
ed, and soon after liberally rewarded by the Legisla-
ture. '

Amid the hurry of revolutionary sccnes, and the clan- Meeting of
gour of war, it is pleasing to behold an homage paid to sci- a Scientific
ence. A taste not only for clegant literature, but also for Societ-
profound research, at that time, prevailed through Vir-
ginia. A zealous professor at the University of William
and Mary, the learned Dr. Small,* patronized and encou-

* Dr. Small is a remarkable instance of great individual usefulness. In
Virginia, he fo:mel disciples whose light has irradiated seveial depart- |
ments ofscience ; and, on his retarn to England, having settled at Bir-
mingham as a physician, his application of chemical discoveries to viut-
ous manufactures, preatly promoted the rposperity of that place. Of that
amisble and meritorious professor, the Historian has heard the late Go-
vernor Pugee, and the Jate Bishop Madison speak with enthusiasm. Mr.
Jefferson also expresses the warmest gratitude for Dr. Small’s enlighten-
ed and affcctionate Euidnuce of his studies, when at College. The Dr.
was professor of mathematics, and for sometime occupied the thlosophi-
cul chuir. e first introdiced into both scheols ratioasd an clevated) —
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CITAP. raged by Governor Fauquicr, the ablest charaster wino
X. everfilled the chair of government in, Virginia, before the
' revolution, had chiefly contributed to thediffusion of that
=== taste. 'The men who possessed it had, mostof them,been his
1777 disciples. Theyaimed at higher objects than present gratifis
™ cationor future fame. - They fully understood the principle
¢ that national industry is compounded of theory, applica-
tion, and execution.” Pursnits, which to vulgar eyes ap-
pear, at best, pure sources of rational amusement, were by
those men justly considered as intimately linked with the
interests and prosperity of husbandry, manufactures, thea
arts, and commerce. In the vast extent of their country,
they saw boundless. fields of research hitherto untrodden,
A few patives of the State, possessing, at the same time,
laudable spirit of investigation, and much liberal leisure,
had, indeed, explored some favourite spots in this immense
region of promise. Secientific travellers, drawn to this
side of the Atlantic by an ardeut thirst after knowledge,

- had also examined and described the mipst prominent of
thosc treasuces with which the bountcous hand of nature
has enviched the forests, the pldins, the rivers, and theg
mountains of Virginia. But the solitary, unassisted ef-
forts of the former, and the transient attention of the lat-
ter, could only produce narrow and unsatisfactory re-.
sults. 'Their labours could not embrace a range of diseo-.
very sufficiently extensive to benefit mankind in any re-
markable degree. The uses, nay, the very names of nums-,
berless native productions, still remained unknown. The,
uniform, unremitted, regular efforts of a zealous and sys-.
tematic association, were evidently wanted to produce re-
sults splendidly and substantially useful. A society was,,

Beneficial  therelore, instituted, whose commendable objeets were, by.
uces o collecting into a proper focus, the solitary rays of genius.
¥* and knowledge, which beamed here and there throughout
Virginia, to throw some light on several of the Sciences, to,

reuder them all familiar to the inquisitive and the studi-
ous, and to apply thom with skill and efficacy to the per-.

feceting of these arts which might be most essentially ser-

_viceable to the country at large. Of this society, Mr.

John Page, who with the active patriotism of which we

have alveady related so many proofs, combined eminent

scientific acquirements, was now President, and the Rev'd,

Janes Madison, professor of mathematics at William and

courses of study ; and from an extraordinary conjunction of eloquence
and logic, was enabled to communicate themn to the Students with great
effect.  Dr. Small wus the intimate friend of George Wythe, and first in.
troduced Mr. Jefferson to the patronage and friendsfip of that venersble
character. Governor Fauguier hus been delineated by Mr. Burk.—Suffice

- it to observe, that Small, Wythe, and Fauquier. were inseparable frjiends.
M. Jeffersun was soom added to that trulv Attie gnciety, whose chicfen.
Joymeunts were plilesophical converution, end usie.

- RS
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Mary.College, acted as one of the Secretaries, and as Cir- CHAP:
ratortathe same. For twoyears past, the meetings of X.
that useful association had been interrupted, partly by the
«ritical state of the country, and partly by the My of ==————o=
egnvening so large a number of members as was required

%o constitute a meetingy conformably to certain fupdamen- . a7
tal regulations. It was, therefore, judged necessary, and
resolved by a meeting held at the Capitol, early in May,
that for the future seven members, with the President, or
Vice President inclusive, might procoed to business, and
that a Committee then appeinted, shonld immediately ex- -
aunine and publish: such papers as they should judge wor-
thy of a place in their transactions. Several valuable pa~
pers on eurious aad useful subjects, some astronomical ob-
servations, and many interesting meteorologieal, joirnals,
had already been given in,and a hope was entertained of
spon presenting the whole to the. public eye through the:
medium of the press.—It is to be sincerely regretted that:
the .calls of the war prevented those preeious germs from
receiving the developement of which they were susceptis-
ble. SBuch an institution, if eherished aad purtured into a
proper degrep of vigor, would have been attended with the
bappiest ¢ffsets, It would have furnished delightful and.
manly entertainment for its members, diffused abroad a.
spirit of useful inquiry, stirred up a laudable. emulation a~
mengst nien of genius, drawn.out of obsenrity, and brought

into action, men of abilities, whose modesty has deprived ~ ~
the world of valuable diseoveries, and spepulations, in
short, by reaeting, in a greater or less degree, upon educa-
tion, manners,and industry, it would have eminently con-
tributed to the dignity of the natianal character, and to

the agricultural and commereial prosperity of the coun-.

~

On the 5th of May, the General Assembly met at the Meeting of
Capitol, in Williamsburg. Archibald Cary was chosen fhe Legili-
Speaker of the Senate; and George Wythe placed in the ~ - '
Chair of the House of Delegates.

To.this pre-eminent distinetion, George Wythe was en-
titled not only by sugerior depth and extent of legal and
political knowledge, but by spotless purity of virtue, and
a devotion to the common cause, both fervent and syste-
matic. Distingnished before the present contest, as a
selfinstructed scholar and philosopher, as an able, zea-

" lous and disinterested adwooate, he had become, on the
very first movements of the opposition, equally conspicu-
ous as a firm and deeided patriot. Actions, not words,
characterized the patriotism of George Wythe. No soon-
er did Virginia call her sons to arms. than he joined a .
corps of ¥iunteers. Exchanging forensic for martial pur-
suits, he was scen daily inuring himself to military disei-  «
pline, .and the toils of the field. But, though in need of
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CHAP. soldicrs, his eountry still more wanted statesmen and le-.
X. islators. Her public councils were the proper theatre
‘or abilities like his: there his .peculiar usefulness could
s======= ]¢ exerted to the utmost advamtage. Accordigly, the
g5yy Yoice of his fellow-citizens called him to a seat in the
! . House of Burgesses, over which be resided for some
time, with universal approbation. A still more important
trust was confided to him, by his appeintment to the Ge-
neral Congress, which assembled on the 18th of May,
1775, and assigned to America ¢ a distinet and separate
station, among the mations of the world.” The honorable
task delegated to him, as a member of the Committee of
Revisors, brought him back to Virginia; and the City of
Williamsburg placed him in the Assembly, of which we
now sée him elected Speaker. It is worthy of remark that
his illustrious pupil and fricnd, Thomas Jefferson, was as-
sociated with him, in all the stages of this patriotic and
tiseful eareer.

Two striking circumstances distinguish this session—
the immense number of fotitions laid before the Assembly,
and the parental attention bestowed upon them. In all
countries, asstate of war necessarily produces much pri-
vate distress; but it is only in popular governments that

ivate distress becomes so peculiarly an objeet of Legis-

tive concern.
Principsd ~ The same session exhibits an unabated activity of mili-
scts of this tary preparation. The better orgapization and discipline -
Session.  of the militia, were efficiently promoted by judicious and
Measures  €nergetio regulations. This was soon followed by an act
for complet- for the more readily completing the quota of troops to be

ginia, e “raiscd in the Commonwealth. Any two members of the
quota of  miilitia, in any part of the State, who should, before the
’L'}e"'fm‘ 2}5 first day of October following, procure an able bodied sol-
service - dier 10 sepve for the term of three years, orduring the

war, were to be exempted from all draughts whatever,
and from other military obligations, during the term for
which such a recruit should be enlisted. The reeruit him-
self was entitled to the Continental bounty and other al-
lowances, independently of private gr-atuitics. The arrest
of soldiers, in cases of debts, or demands not exceeding
fifty dollars, was prohibited by this act. But, not trust-
ing entirely te the cffect of the encouragements formerly
offered, and those now given, the fiamers of this act di-
rected a just and equal draught from the militia, in the
following manner.

In cach military section of the State, on or before the
40th of August, ensuing, the deficiency of men in the quo-
ta alloi(cd 1o that section, was 1o be ascertained_by pro-
per military and eivil authorities; and the militia, divided
into as many lots as there might he men wanting, to com-
pleto the quota required. In forming the scveral disi-
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‘sions, vegard was to be principally had to the mimber of CHAP.

able bedied meén, and to property, so as to observe as far
as praetieable, a strict equality in respect to both. Each
division was te furnish one man. In ease of refusal, or
uegleet, the fisld officers. jointly with certain magistrates,
were to draught those individuals who could best be spared,
* and promised to be most serviceable. From these allot-
ments scarcely any citizens were exempted; and the men
thus draughted were placed, in all respects, upon the same
footing as the Continental Regulars.

=
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By the same Act a battalion of ten companies of artil- ',,

lery was directed to be raised. For this purpose the most
Tiberal encouragements were held out—espeeially, in the
provision made for tha support and comfortable subsist-
enoce of the wives, children, and aged parents of all poor
soldiers, during the absence of the latter in thespublic ser-
vice.—We have mentioned a scheme of trade for which
appropriations had been made in 1776. This afforded fur-
ther means of excitement for entering the army. All soh
diers were to be supplied out of the public store with
clothing and ether neeessaries, at the prime cest, and with~
out any advanee whatever. upon diresctions to that effect
from their commanding offieers. ‘

An oath of allegiance to the Commonwealth was re.
quired from all free-horn male inhabitants above the age
of sixteen. Recusants were to be immediately disarmed,
and. moreover, deprived of all civil rights.  Individuals
coming from other States into Virginia were called apon
o renounce all allegiance to the King of Great-Britain;
and a promise was required from them not to do any thin
prejudicial to the Independence and interest of the Uniteﬁ
States.

To earry into effeet two resolutions of Cangress, for the
purpose of ebtaining a loan of seven millions of Continental
dollars for the use of the United States, a loan office was
opened at Williamsburg, and William Armistead appointed

Oatlvof alle.
giance pres
acribecl.p

Continental
loanoffice
opened at

lliams-
burg,

to superintend its operations. For the rcpayment of the -

sums borrowed, at the end of three years, the faith of the
Unfted States was pledged. Specie, Continental paper
dollars, or bills of credit heretofore emitted by the State,
might eonstitute part. or the whole, of ecach.sum thus
borrowed; and that sum could not be Jess than two hun-
dred dollars. Certificates were delivercd to the lenders,
who received upen the same, an.annual interest of six per
cent.

A desive to prevent the further emissien of large sums
of paper-money, induced an act for borrowing, on acecount
of the Commonwealth, one million of dollars, G. Webh,
or the Treasurer for (he time being, was éntrusted with
the management of this Inan, the circumstances of which
resembled those of the last case, except that the sums hors

Establisl:-
mentofam
ther loan
office.
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rowell-were 1ot te be less than three trundved dollars eachs.

" ‘Bevere penalties were enacted to prevest freud .of any

kind, in respect both to Continestal and State-certificutes.

s=—==x= Ja the event of this loan not sueceeding, 'Treasury-Notes

were 1o be issued in dollars, and parts of dellars. "The

my cireulation of these notes was enforeed by eertain Tegula-
tions ; and they were declared redeemable, on the first day

of December, 1784, .
Acttosup. _ Congress, aware of the immense and maltifarious evils

ort thecre- threatened by depreciation, had been:solicitously employe®
tof Conti- jn measures, tending to keep up the value of the Continen~

nentaland

State paper tal bills of credit. Among other provisions, they had re-
rqoney.

Act against
desertion.

commended it to the respeetive Legislatures to pass taws,
deelaring these bills a tender in all payment of all debts,
The Legislature of Virginia, therefore, passed an ast
making the bills of credit emitted by authority of Cong
current in all payments, teade, and dealings within the
" Commonwealth. A refusal of Continental or 8tate bills,

~ or a demand of more, in such bills, than in any other spe-

cies of money, or the exehange of the same for gold or sib
ver below par, was made punishable with forfeiture, ex-
“tinguishment of interest, and other penaities. Creditors
were compelled to receive the tender thus made, and spe:
cialties were not to be withheld and secreted, in order to
avoid the operation of this lJaw #—Thus far was (he re.

commendation of Congress complied with by the Legisla- -

ture of Virginia. That this measure was inadequate to its
object will appear in the sequel of our narrative. Opinion,
not law, regulates such matters. To the imperfous neces-
sity of the times, we maust look for the motive of this po-
licy; and aequaint the Legislators of the demoralizing,
and, in many eases, individually ruinous operation of the
retro-active clause in this act for the legal tender of paper
bills. Both Congress and the State Legislatures, at that
time, contemplated the redemption of paper-money at par
with gold or silver. Hence this law, which a rapid sub-
sequent dépreciation rendered partially fatal, whilst it
fundamentally promoted the universal good. It was one
of those extreme cases which call for extreme remedies.
SALUS POPULI SUPREMA LEX ESTO!

Deserting had beecome se frequent as to threaten serious
injury to those great interests which now hung on the sub-
cess of mnilitary operation. The Proclamation of Gvernor
Henry against this fatal practice, and its abettors, has al-
ready been noticed. The Legislature, justly dreading
the consequences of its continuance, adopted vigorous mea-
sures for the apprehension of soldiers known or suspected
to be deserters. *Strict injunctions to that effect were laid

poon

® See on‘Sympaie m the Appendix
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&bwnties ; eotisiderable rewards offered for the seizure of  X.
guel fugitives, dnd heavy forfeitures demounced aguiast _

{hese persons whio sheald hirbour or entertdin any of them ®===
fur the space of twenty four livurs ; or favour their con-  g3my
cealivent and éseape by purchasing or exchdnging theit
fnifitary hocotrirethets.

Another important act wa3 passed, with & view 10 pro- provisigpa: |
vide against invasions and ihsurrectiotis. According to this gainst inva- -]
Aet, thy militiu of each eotmty was to be divided imto ted sionsandin-

parts, as nearly equal as possile. From such aflotments, """ "™
#o Citizen of military sge and ¢apdeity was to be exempt-

ed. Upen receiving intefligence of any invision or insur-
rection, in his own county, any officer of the militia was im-
mediately to eonvey such intelligence to the commanding

officer of said county; ahd, in caseof exireme argency
forthwith to raise the miiitia under his special command,

aid proceed ingt invaders or insurgents. 1f the case
mﬁd of » or was 86 fraught with danger as to re-

quire o gredter foroe than that which the county aloneé

could furnish, a eommautication was to be made to the Go-

vérnor by express,and sesistance called from the ad}acent
counties. Theé Governor was then to call Into the field ade- .

quate oumbers of the militia from the most eonvenient

parts of the State; and to hpgomt proper commanders.

This act further regulated other points comnected with

this subjeet, and promotive of efficient service froam the

militia in the cases which it embraced. ~ .

The policy of frequently changing, in frée political in- :,c:h?lé:e
stitutions, imfluential agents, snggested an act for limiting gressional
the continuance in office of the Delegates to Congress from Delegation
the State of Virginia. The term of service was limited to fo the
three suceessive years, after which.the same person could
not serve again, ’till he had been one whole year out of of-
ficee. It was, moreover, ctinoted that no person chosen in
fature asa member of the Continental Congress, should
Be eligible to either House of General Assembly of the
Commonwealth, dm’»i'?nj%';his continuance in the Delegation,

'The same act regulated the salary of the €ongressional
Delegates.* : -

Thomas Nelson, oue of the Delegates then in Congress, .
was eompelled by tlie bad staté of his health to resign that meﬁ"’%‘}"&
sation, nodess laborious than honourable, George Mason legates.
Wwas appointed in his piace ; and by the joint ballot of both
bouses, Benjamin Harrison, George Mason, Joseph Jones, Thanksof
Francis Lightfoot Lee, and John Harrison, were nominated $¢Ho0s
— : - . Lee.

2 In 1775, the salary.allowed the Congressional Delegates, was 45 Shil. |
v.c , and 1 Shilli ile ; their present sa w
' ber dl})hpa;rd(‘!lasy ad. pcés!?\xﬂgg B:;rgcnx:hq;h ;lntspalrendy fel::y v 4 Sh
! . 2
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CHAP. Delegates fo the General Congress for one year, from the

X.

11th of August following 'Thus was R. H. Lee omitted im
this appointment. It appears that reports* injuricusto the

@m===== peputation and public charaeter of that Gentleman, had in

1777

his absence, been alledged against him. 'This led him to
solicit an enquiry by the House into the pature of these al-
legations. 'The Senate attended this enquiry, and their
presence gave additional solemnity to the sccne. Several
witnesses were examined, and Mr. Lee heard in his place.
His conduct had been pure, and his fame was brightened by
this omleal. The Senate withdrew; and the house came
to a resolution, in consequence of which the Speaker, the
venerable George Wythe, afkiressed Mr. Lee in the foljow-
ing words :

Sm,‘ h
It is with peculiar pleasure that I obey this com-
mand of the House, because it gives me an opportunity,
whilst I am performing an act of duty to them, to perform
an act of justice to you. Serving with you in Congress,
and attentively observing your conduct there, I thought
that you manifested in the American cause, a zeal truly
patriotic ; and, as far as I could judge, exerted the abili-
ties for which you are confessedly distinguisbed, to prose-

" cute the good and prosperity of your own country in par-
ticular, and of the United States in general. - That the tri-
bute of praise deserved, may reward those who do well,
aud encourage others to follow your example, the House
has come to this resolution : '

Resolred, That the thanks of this House be given by the

Speaker to Richard Henry Lee, Esq. for the faithful ser-
vicgs he has rendered his country, in the discharge of
his duty, as one of the Delegates from this Slate in General

Congress.
To which Mr. Lee answered :
Mr. S’”M, .

I thank the House for this instance of candéur-and
justice, which I aceept the more willingly, as my conscience
informs mo it is not undeserved. I consider the approba-
tion of my eountry, Sir, as the highest reward for fuithful
services, and it shall be my constant call to merit that ap-
probationby a diligent attention to public duties.

My thanks are particularly dueto you 8ir, for the obli-
ging manner in which you huve been pleased to signify
the vote of the House, and I pray you, Sir, to receive my
grateful acknowledgements accordingly.

The result of this investigation having (hus honorably
dispelled the clouds which had for a mement obscured Mr.
Lee’s political character, he was fully réstored to the con.

* See Appendix, No. 8. Lo,
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fidenoce of his fellow citizens. In the course of the session, CHAP,
Greorge Mason having resigned his appointment as one of
the Congressional Delegates, Richard H. Lee was nomina-
ted in his room.—The thanks of the Senate had, in the ==
most flattering manner, been added to those of the House 777

of Delegates. ’ .

Avarice and fraud are ever on the watch, ever ready to Provision

circumvent or seize their prey. They were insensibly for therece.
ereeping into the bosom of the new Republic. Various /= °fpub-
. ' persons, receiving money at the treasury of the commeon-
wealth for publie uses, applied it té private purposes,
and when called on, refused or neglected to repay the
same. Against, this evil no adequate remedy had yet been
rovided. Tt was, therefore, enacted that it should be
wful for the Treasurer to sue such persons in the name
of the Governor, and to obtain, against them and their
securities, the usual redress of judgment and exevution,
with interest and costs. The same act guarded against: And kor the
the infraction of contraets entered into with the govern- fulfilmentof
ment ; in short, it applied the axe to the root of unprimei. 20ntrcts
pled speculation, or eriminal and ruineus negleet.
The labours of this active Session were not confined to
the acts of which we have just stated the substance. Iron Otherla-
works, and tlie making of salt received from the Legisla- :w" ;f:th%
‘ture that encouragement which the present situation of the uﬁ.?:
country recommentled. The salaries of the clergy were
again suspended to amore distant periad. Several acts of a
" local or personal nature were, moreover, passed. Among

these, we remark the appointment of Commissaries to as-

certain the losses sustained by the late inhabitants of Nor-

folk, with a view to extend to such among the sufferers as

were friendly to the American cause, the aid of a sympa-

thizing Government. Another act authorized the Truse

tees of the Academy of Hampden Sidney, in the county of
Prince Edward, to raise by lottery a certain sum of money Act in fas

for the erection of additional buildings. 'That Academy, vour of
"ereated by individual efforts, cherished and fostered by pri- gg‘,‘:g;‘;';a,

vate patronage and voluntary centributions, had, in a demy.
‘short time, riscn into a high reputation, and become enti-

tled to the attention and encouragement of the Legisla-

ture. During the last session of (reneral Assembly, the

Trustees of Hampden Sidney, had made an eloquent ap-

peal to the wisdom and liberality of the fathers of the

State. ¢ They were aware, they said, of the expences at-
tendant on a war, in the infancy of Government ; but, oven

under the growing load of public debt, there were reasons

which seemed to them to justify, and render necessary

their application for Legislative aid. In the course of hu-

man life, and during the ravages of a destruetive war, it

was very uncertain how many of these who now filled the

civil and military departments of the Goverpment, might
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The troubles which had eonvulsed the whole eouniry;
and the distresses incident to a state of war, had induced
the General Convention to suspend the proceedings of the
Courts of Justice ip certain eases. This measure, thean

=== the o&gﬁng of the most imperious exigencies, had gradu-
ally

4777

Courts of
Justice o-

pened again.

High Court

ome injurious to commerce, industry, and publie
morals. The streams of justice now were made to flowa-
guin in‘theirformerchannels. A High Court of Chaneery,
and a General Court were, moreover, established. Theseo
tribunals were to mciv:lxenls from the County Courts;
and to have original jurisdiction where the subject of con-

::l;dGenﬂ troversy was of the value of ten pounds sterling, or where
Courtestsb- it soneerned the title or bounds of land. To the General

lished.

Court, was also attributed the power to hear and determine
all treasons, murders, felonies, and other minor erimes.

‘' Of the Court of Chancery, Edmund Pendleton, Geor
. Wythe, and R. C. Nicholas were inted Judges ;

Articles of
Confedera-

the General Court, Joseph Jones, John Blair, Thomas
Ludwell Lee, Thomson Mason, and Paul Carrington, re--
~ ceived a similar appointment.

Several other acts were passed, in the nature and bear-
ings of which history is little interested. This Session,
however, presents circumstances worthy of remark, in
addition to those already related.

The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union
proposed by Coogress, on the 17th of November, 1776,*

" were approved and ratified by the following resolutions:

¢ Resolved, nemine contradicente, 'That a speedy ratifi-

cation of the Articles of Confederation between the Uni-

. ted States of America, will confound the devices of their

December
135,

foreign, and frustrate the machinations of their domestie
enemies, encourage their irm friends, and fix the waver-
ing, contribute much to the support of their public eredit
and the restoration of the value of their paper-money, pro-
duce unanimity in their Councils at home, and add weight
to their negociations abroad, and, completing the indepen-
dence of their country, establish the best foundation for its
prosperity.”

¢ Resolved, nemine contradicente, That the Articles of
Confederation and Perpetual Union, proposed by Congress
on the 17th of November, 1776, between the States of
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode-Island and
Providence Plantations, Conneeticut, New-York, New-
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, and refer-
red for approbation to the conmsideration of the several
Legislatures of the said States, ought to be approved and.
ratified on the part of this Commonwealth; and that our

¢ See Appendix, No. 1v
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Delogates in Congress be aceordingly authorized, and in- CHAP.
structed to ratify the same in the name and on the behalf XL
of this Commonwealth, and that they attend for that pur-
pose on or before the 10th day of Mareh next.”

In the country about Fort Pitt. alarming symptoms of ...
disaffection had manifested themselves, avz nefarious
schemes of eombined savage aud internal hostility were
known to have been formed. Commissioners had been Other Les
named by Congress to repair there, and investigate the gislative
rise, progress, and extent of the dark liberticide plots, ™*W*
hatched in that quarter. The Legislature of Virginia aun-
thorized those Commissioners to apprehend such inhabi-
tants of the Counties of Ohio, Monongalia, and Yohogania
as should appear to them to have been comcerned in any
eonspiracy against the Union, and to surrender them to
the just vengeance of the laws.

The arm of the Executive was uerved by the grant of
additional extraordinary powers to the Govermor and
Couneil ; the vexatious suits instituted against them by the
suspected individuals who, during the late alarm, had been
removed or confined, were stopped by Legislative autho-
rity ; and the thanks of the House were unanimously given
to General Nelson, whese patriotic and disinterested exer-
tions, apon the appearance of the enemy’s fleet, we have
already noticed. :

Military tgi»epm-atiml was, at this time, deemed so vitally
fmportant that the employment of a foreign corps by the-
Commonwesalth appeared to the Legislature a desirable
step. The Governor was empowered to sgipulate with one
Bory, the projector of this scheme, for the importation of -
foreign troops, whose numbers and duties were defined by
the islature, and whose pay was to be drawn from the
Treasury of Virginia. _

In the mean time, great attention was bestowed on
whatever could promote in the state, a knowledge of the
art of war. A school of instruetion in artillery and forti-
fleation, under the direction of Monsieur Loyaute, was li-
berally encouraged. A French independent company,
headed by that valuable officer, had been taken into the
pay of the Commenwealth. ELoyaute was, moreover, ap-
pointed Inspector-General of artillery, fortifications, and
military stores. An obvious poliey suggested the measure
of associating with hiw, in the multiplied labours of this
department, a ecitizen of the State, of a studious, active,
and intelligent diall)‘osition, with the title of Adjutant-Ge-
peral, and the rank of Licutenant-Colonel. In the school
of artillery, one hundred men were to be instrueted at a
time, in rotation, so as to communicate the desired know-
ledge to the whole regiment, of which Thomas Marshall
was q?ointed Colon':f George Mauter, Lieutensnt-.Colo-
nel, and Thomas Mathews, ﬁ:jor, to the great satisfac-
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The tender
law is re-
pealed.

Act for re-
moving the
seat of go-
vernment.

HISTORY.OF

and the Freasurer was authorized to issue, in doliars, State
bills, to the amount of one milliou of pounds. An experi-
ment was made, which gave to Congress the idea of a re-
quisition for specific supplies. It was a tux to be paid im
determinate quantities of Indiun corn, wheat, hemp, rye,

- tobaceo, and other agricultural products. This plan was,

at the time, mueh approved—and notwithstanding the dif-
ficulties attendant on its execution, imitated in many
States.

We have mentioned the effcets of the act to support the
eredit of the Continental and Slate bills, so fatal to indivi-
duals, whilst they vitally promoted the collective interest.
That act was now repealed.* No indemnification was,
however, afforded to the victims of the tender-law. ‘The
labyrinth of injury was so extensive, and so intricate, that
no thread could guide enquiry, through its mazes. As o-
Kie:ion is not regulated by law, the act under view had not

n able to buoy up the sinking eredit of the paper eur-
rency, from the moment the publie confidence in its re-
demption had ceased to support it. Depreciation had
daily increased ; and such was now its ratio that many
usclul citizens, vaised by the suffrages of the community
to offices of trust, found themseclves compelled to retire
from situations, to the dignity of which their salaries had
beeome inasteynate, and in which even the sacrifice of their
private fortuncs could scarcely enable them to centinue
with decency. This induced the General Assembly a-
gain to augment the emolumcnts of most publie officers ;¢
but the value of the Continental and State bills constantly
varying, and therc being no data to determine its de-
erease within a given period, it frequently huppened thae
what was originally deemed a libcral support, soon melted
away to an insufficient pittanec. Public spirit alone could,
under such circumstances, attach mean to the service of
their country.

It may be recollected, that in the year 1746, under Go-
vernor Gooch, a strenuous, but fruitless attempt was made
to trassfer the scat of government to some conveniont,

® We will see the new emissions again made a legal tender, but in a
less objccijonable form. ’

t To Members of Assembly, - < 501b. of Tobacco per day.
Congress, - - 40 dollars per day
Governor, - - - 4,500 pounds =nhum.

Members of Council, - - = 7,200 do. to be divided, &c.
Treasurer, - - - 3,000 do.
Auditors of Public Accounts, each, 1,500 do.
Members of Board of War, each, 1,500 do.
of ‘Trade, each, 2,000 do.
. ..Judres of Superior Courts, each, - 1,200 do.
Attorney-General, - - 1,200 do.

It bas already been remarked that depreciat.on varied this year from €

to 28 ter 1, between Jan. and Oot. At the close of the year, 40 for 1.
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and prowmi seite. The same idea mow recurred ; and
although local interest struggled for a moment against the
P removal, Richmond was uldmately fixed upon as
the seat of Government, after the first day of April, 1780.
The reasons assigned in the preamble of the act passed to
. that effeet are, greater facility of access for the generality
of the people to the Legislature, the Executive Depart-

ment, and the Supcrior Courts of Justice : extensive ad--

vantages of navigation for the growth of the new Mat

lis to asize commensurate with the dignity of the State;
and the pu in view ; and lastly, seeurity from the in-
sults an ir:j,l::ries of the publie enemy. Temporary build-

ings were deemed sufficient : edifices on a larger aad more

magnificent scale, were reserved for the time, when under
the auspices of liberty and peace, agriculture, commerce,
and the arts, should peur into the lap of the State streams
of private and public wealth.

Amosg the labours of this session, we observe an act
respocting naturalization and expatriation, of which we
eannet too much commend the liberal policy, Its vpera-
tion bas been superceded by subsequent institutions ; but
that philanthrophy which opened, in Virginia, an assylum
to individuals of any nation not at open war with America,
upon their removing to the State to reside, and taking an
oath of fidelity ; and that respeet for the natural and so-
cial vights of men, whieh lays no restraints whatever on

expatriation, and elaims the allegiance of citizens, 30 long |

ouly as they are willing to retain that character, eannot
be forgotten. The Legislators of Virginia well knew that
the strongest hold of a government on its eitizens, is that
affection which rational liberty, mild laws, and protectin,
institutions never fail to produee, especiall{, when physi-
cal advantages mareh in front with politieal blessings, and
industry and worth are perennial sources of comfort and
respectability. : ’

I'o this session also belongs, in some measure, a monu-
ment of Legislation, evidently the work of men uniting the
enlarged, profound, and systematic views of philosopbers,
with the liberal sentiments of philanthropists, and the im-
mense, detailed, and intricate knowledge of consummate
lawyers. We allude to the «Report of the Committes of

evisors,” appointed in 1776. In the courso of their la-
bours. the committee were deprived of the assistance and
abilities of two of their associates, T. Ludwell Lee and G.
Mason——of the one by death—of the other by resignation.
£s before that loss, the basis of this adfmirable fabric in
view, had been settled, the remaining members proceedod
with indefatigable zeal, to complete the superstrueturo ;
- and. on the 18th day of Juse, T. Jefferson, and G. Wythe,

authorized by Edmund Pendleton, to notify his concurrenece,
reported (o the General Assembly one hundred and tweaty-

847
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sit bills; forming d code of eivit and crinifthdl W, Tl
ed, indeed, upon the Knglish system of jurisprudence, but
pute from its monarchical corruptions, and free from it$
feudal shiackles. ‘I'o enwnerate ull the excellent Jaws pro-
posed by the reporters, most of witich have since been a
dopted, and constitute the hest parts of oor code, does not
fall within the provinee of history. The repart itsclf i
aecessible to every Virginian; and it has been gbundantly
commented upon. and justly praised,# even by Europead
philosophers.  Yet, the attention of the historian is irre=
sistibly arrested by a particular system of bills of whick
Thowmas Jefferson was the author, and than which nothing
could be better calculated to crush forever the eternal an=

agonism of artificial aristocracy against the rig t-ﬁ
Ry piness of the people. ‘L'hese bills were marshidiel) i
phidanx for that exalted purpose, embracing, 1st.’ Frés-
dow of religion.—2nd. Suppression of entails.—3# Fquat
partition of iuheritances.—ith. General education. With
the lust object, was connected a division of the different
counties into wards or townships. Already, at the first

. session of the General Assembly, after the declaration of

Independence, a law had been passed. abolishing entails,
The privilege of primogeniture had likewise been sup-
presscd, and a fatv made to divide the lands of intestated
equally among all their children, or other representitives:
Religious frecdom was not so speedily establishéd n its per-
feetion, this was delayed until the year 1784. Owing té
the slow progress cven of the most salutary ideas in certain
matters. ‘Thus was the axe laid to the root of that undue
influence which the church, wealth, aud birth had hither-
to exercised. Equality of conditions was nurtured—frees
dom and elastieity restored to the human mind, through-
out the State. To ¢rown the noble work, it remained only
to raise the mass of the people to the high ground of moral
respectability, necessary to their own safety, and to or-
derly government, by adopting the measures proposed in
the bi‘ﬁ) for gencral education. Then might the people
have heen properly and beneficially trusted with lg: ex-
ercise of all the smaller powers of government, to which
they would have been fully competent. and which consti-
tute a great mass of salutary and importart powers.

Why has not the admirable bill, which, by earryin
ducation to every man’s door, would elicit genius and
worth from their obscurest recesses, yet heén acted upon
by the great Council of the State ? 1s it less important than
that for a reform of the penal code, the substance of which

A

“has since been so beneficially adopted 2 If we could pre-

* Tucker’s Blackstone—British Spy—Wythe’s Membirs—Demaub ni-
er’s Econ. Pol. Fiats Unis—For the plan of revisal, see Jeflerson’s Notes
on Virgimia.—Page 226, &c. .
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alone which fo wamting, and 't is growing space, under the futering
hand of our King --One blondy campaign will probubly decide everlusting-
ly, our future cousse. [ am sorry to find» bioody campuign is decided
o  If our winds and waters shoald not combine to rescue their shoves
from sluverv, anu Gereral owe’s reinforces.ent should arrive in safety,
we have hopes he will be inpinted (o come ort .t Boston, and take snoe
ther drubbing ; and we must dint him gouno 'y, betore the scepreied tye
rant will know we are not u.ere brates, to crouch under uis hind, and kiss
the rod with which Le designs 1o scourge 0s.”

[ Vo 13, ] .
Brtract of a letter from Mr. JeTersan to Edmund Pendleton, on the subject of
his resignation of his seat in Cungress, 2fter kearing of his re-~ppoiniment.
o I am -orry the situation o1 my dome-tic afaics, senders

t indispensably necessary thai I shon d soiicit the suts itiiion of sovue o
ther person here, m my room.  The Jdelicacy 02 the House will not ieq are
me to enter minutely i.to the private causes which r-nde: thys nccessas
ry. Itrustthey will be satisfied I would not have urged it again, were €
not unavoidable I shull with cheernilne s continuein duy nere till the
expirution of our year—by which time I hopeit will be canvenient ior my
successor to aitend.””

On the 10th oi October following, the General Assembly appointed Ben-
{a‘min Harrison a Delegate to the Continental Corpress, in the room of

r. JefTerson. A hign conw piiment was,at the sainie titne bestowed on himy
for his former egnduc' in ine important trust to winch he was recalled.
See Journal of the Lvnse of Delegaies of Virginia, Jinne Dewini, 1776—page, 8.

No. 14,

8everal schemes were pmpt[ned for a nel seal. We find, in our doce-
ments, the tollowing, in Dr. Franklin’s hand writing :

MOSES—standing on the shore and ex:ending his hand over the ses,
thereby causing the sume to overwhelm Pharach, who is sitting in an o-
pen chariot, a crown on his head, and a sword in his hatd:  Rays, from 2
pillar of fire in the clouds, reaching to Moses, to express that he acts by the-
eommand of the Deity

HMotto—RebeHion to Tyrants, in obedience to God.

Another Coat of Arms for Vi inil:.dwuh;leviled by Mr. De Cimetiere of
- hiladelphia.

FIELI—a cross of 8. George (us a remnant of the ancient Coat of Armsy
shewing the crigin ot the Virginians 10 Le English) having in the center ®
sharp pointe.: knife, inpsle, blude argent, handle or, alluding to the name
the Indiuns l..ve given to that siare.

In the fi: .t quarter avgent, 4 1obaceo plant fleury, proper.

In the s ~ond aigent, two wheat sheass in salioir, poper.

In the thind urgent, a stalk of'Indian cora, full ripe, proper.

In the fourth ve‘t, four fasces waved srgent, alluding to the 4 great
riters of Virsinia R

N.B. Thepicces contained in the above, may very well xdmit ofa dif-
feren: disposi.ion, if thought necesta y, and more emblematical or helal-
dical. .

SUPPORTERS—Dextcr, a figure dressed us in the time of Queen Eliza-
beth, representing Sir Walter R. wleizh, planting with bis right hand the
standard of Liberty, with the words JMugna Charta written onit, and with
his lert suppaiting the escutcheon.

SINISTIR—A Virginian rifleman of the present times, completely ac-
coutred.

CREST—The crest of the ancient arms of Virginia - the breast of a Vir-
gin nuked, and crowned with an antique crown, alluding to Queen Eliza-
betl, in wh ¢ reign tie counay was discovered.

AMotze—1t “Leilion te Tyrants in obedience to Gud j—or, Herest qui se-.
gem ewn habet. (Supgested by Mr. Jeffersorl
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£ 6. Wythe propesed the annexed—The figuros from Spemce’s Polymetis. )
VIRTUE, the genius of the Commonwealth, dressed like an Amuzon,
gesting on a spear witlt one hand, and holding & sword with the other, and
treuding on Tyranny, represented by a man prostrate, a crown fallen from
his t ea.l, 2 broken chain in his teft hand, and a scourge in his right. -
In the exergos, the word Virginia, over the head of Firtus ; and under-
eath, ac [ iis.
o the reversera gioup ; Libertas with her wand and pileus, inthe mid-
dle; on.one side Ceres, with the Cornucopia, in one hand, and an ear of
wi:at in the othier ; on the other side, Eiernitas with the Gilobe and Pha-
|z

In the exergon, Deus Nobis hac otia fecit.

O Julg20th, Mr. John Page wrote thua to M. Thomas Jeffereon :

We are very much at a loss here, for an engraver to make our seal. Mz,
Wy-he und myselt have, thevefore, thought it proper to apply to you to as-
sist in this business. Can you get the work done in Phi{:del hia ? If you
can, we must get the favor of you to have it done immcdiately. The ene
elossd will be all ile directions you will require  The enzgraver may want
to know the size  Thi: you may determine ; unless Mr. Wythe should di-
poct the dimensions. He may also be at aloss for a Virtus and Libertas 3
But you mav refer hin' to Spence’s Polymetis, which must be in some Libra-
@y in Plil.delphis, &e. &e ‘

The delay which attended the execution of this new seal, caused a law
to be passed by tie first 1epublican wssembly, empowering the Governop
@ issuecomis ions. vithout thie sesl of the Commonweulth ; and to con-
&rin those already issued.

In October, 1779, an :c* was passed, for having the above engraved, ei-
gher in Americe or Eurpe, onty cranging the mo to on the reverse to Per-

sewerando.~—The present seal is generally known,

[Na., 15.
27th of Edward ITI. Chap. XVII.

A merchant stranger, shall not be irpeachied tor another’s debt, but up-
sn good cuuse, merchents of enemies countries sell their goods in conve.
aient time, and dcpuirt

Ttem—That no me:chant stranger be impeached for another’s trespass,
er for another’s deby, whercof he is not debtor, pledge or main person.
Provided always, that ii our liege people, merchants or others be enda-
miaged by any Lords of strange tands, or viserr suojecis, and the sald Lords
duly required, fail of righ: 0 our said suojects, we shall have the law of
Marque, and of taking themn again, as has been used in times past, without
fraud or deceit; and in case that debute do rise (whicI-Gog defend) be-
twixt us and any Lords of sirunge lunds, we wiil not that the people and
merchants ot the said lunds be suddenly subdued in our said reaim and
lJundls because of such debate, but that they be warned, and proclamation
thereo! putlished, that they shall void the said realm and s, with their
goods, freely, within forty days after the warning, and proclamation se
made; and that, in the mean time, they be not impeached, nor let of their
passage, erof making their profit of the sume merchandizes, if they will
sell them. And in case that for default of wind or of ship, or for sickness,
er for other evident cause, they cannot avoid our s«id realm and lands with-
in so shorta Ume, then they shall have other forty days, or more, if need
be, within which they may pass conveniently, with selling their merchan-
dize, as afore is said.

e
[ No. 16. ]

I rejoice,” says Mr. John Adams, in a letterto Mr. Jeffersen, dated,
Philadelphis, May 26, 1777, « to hear that your battalions ure so far filled
as to render a draught of the militia unnecessary. It is a dangerous mea>
sure, and only to be adopted in great extremeties, even by popular govern.
ments. Perhaps, in such governmants, draughts will aover be made but ih
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ERRATA. )

!

75. The exsmination of Connelly, &c. has been inadvertently suffered to-re-
smin here, instead of Dunmore’s letter, alluded to in'the text.

82. Por ‘Randoldh’s’ read ¢ Randolph’s.’
84 ¢ Stated that nuqe' ‘Stated that the savage.”
102 ¢ Mass of distress “Muass of moral distress.”
Tbidem . ¢Even there’ ¢Even then.’
Ibidem ¢ Causeés and the manner” ‘Andm the manner.’
115, ¢ Nominated’ ¢ Appointed.’
134. (7 No. 12 of the Appendix is connected with the nohestthebottom
of this page .
150, ¢Ever zealous desire’ ¢ Over zealous.
189. (¢ Supply the marginal Index.,...Dictatorial scheme.
190. ¢Stunness’ ¢ Sternness.’

-224. Our Synopais referred to in the note, has been anavoidably sup-
pressed, as mmugnj;d in the Pref.;ce. 7 up

226. ¢ Appendix, No. ¢No. 17’
, 236. Contents of Chap XL 11th line; for ¢Curns Esopus’ read ‘Burns
Eso)
pos 246. Appendix No. 23’ ¢No. 18"
258. o:j- e No. of the Appendix here erroneously referred to, has been
suppressed.
260. ¢ Appendix No.2’ ¢No. 19.
e, 269. . ¢ The No. of the Appendix referred to in this page, has Lieen sup-
press ‘

275.  ¢Simdon’ ¢ Simeon.’
Ibidem  The No.of Appendix mentioned in the note, has been retrenched.

306. Supply the marginal Index... ..AMiktary measures.

328. The bottom notes should be transposed by the reader : viz. read the
last note to the first reference, instead of the seeond. as printed, &c.

342. ¢ Rome’ ¢ Roam’

348. ¢ Demaubniers’ ¢ Demeunien's’

385. The purt of the Appendix here referred to, has been necessarily
nppreued, m; account of m grent 1 ng;l)n.

itto.

443. ¢ Cam feden s’ ¢ Casus faderis.



