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Mr Attorney reported that the Managers for the Haufe, had, according to Order, 
met the Managers for the CoWlci1 in the Conference Chamber, who had acquainted 
them that the COWlcil had confidered the Addrefs of the Haufe to his Majeity, and 
approved of the fame; and that they had likewife confidered the two Memorials to th~ 
Lords and Commons, and had made feveral Amendments to them, to which they defire 
the Concurrence of this Haufe. 

The Order of the Day being read, the Houfe immediately refolved itfelf into a Com
mittee on the Bill To enable Tenants in Taille to make Leafes of their Lands; and after 
{orne Time {pent therein, Mr Speaker refumed the Chair, and Mr Attorney reported that 
the Committee had gone through the raid Bill, and had made feveral Amendments there
to; which he read in his Place, and then delivered in at the Table, where they were twice 
read, and agreed to. 

Ordered, That the faid Bill, with the Amendments, be engrofied, and read a third 228 

Time. 
On alII otion made, 
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to examine and {tate the AccoWlts of the 

Expenfes incurred by Mr Rutherford on his Information exhibited to this Houfe againft 
Col. Adam Stephen, and that it do conftft of the following Perions, viz. Mr Edmund Pen
dleton, Mr Fleming, and Mr Walker. 

An engroffed Bill entitled An Act< for giving a greater Reward for killing Wolves was 
read the third Time, and the Blanks therein filled up; and the Queftion being put that 
the faid Bill do pafs, 

It paffed in the Negative. 
Refolved, That the faid Bill be rejected. 
And then the Houfe adjourned until Tomorrow Morning 10 o'Clock 

AN engrofied Bill entitled An Aa- for making an equal Divifion of a Donatio14 of 
one Matthew Godfrey, between the feveral Parifhes in the County of Noriolk, for 
the Benefit of their Poor, was read the third Time, and the Blanks therein 
filled up. 

Refolved, That the faid Bill do pafs. 
Ordered, That Mr Bradley do carry up the faid Bill to the CoWlcil for their Concur

rence. 
On a Motion made, 229 

Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill To amend an Act entitled An Act3 
for giving a Reward for killing Wolves, and it is referred to Mr James Mercer to prepare 
and bring in the fame. 

On a Motion made, 
Refolved, That the Clerk of the Pub lick Treafury be allowed the annual Salary of 

£300 for his Services in that Office. 
Mr Pendleton, from the Committee to whom it was referred to examine and ftate 

an AccoWlt of the Expenfes incurred by Mr Rutherford on his Information exhibited 
againft Co1. Adam Step"Mn, reported that they had had the fame Wlder their Conftdera
'tion, and come to a Refolution thereon; which he read in his Place, and then delivered 
in at the Table, where it was again twice read and agreed to by the Haufe, as follows: 

Refolved, That Mr Thomas Rutherford be paid by the Publick the Sum of £41 for 
his Expenfes in the Information againft Col. Adam Stephen. 

Ordered, That the raid Refolve he engrofied, and that Mr Edmund Pendleton do 
carry it up to the CoWlcil for their Concurrence. 

The 

< Hening, VIII, p. 48. • Not pa{{ed until Oct. I76S. 3 Hening, VI, p. IS2. 

REPRODUCTION BY PERMISSION OF 
THE BUFFALO & ERIE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 



[ 301 ] 

The Haufe took into Confideration the Amendments propofed by the Council to 
230 the Memorials to the Lords and Commons; and the fame being read were agreed to, 

with an Amendment. 
Ordered, That the Managers appointed by this Haufe do go up with a Meffage to the 

Council to acquaint them therewith, and that this Haufe do defire another Conference 
with them thereupon, and had appointed the fame Managers for that Purpofe as before. 

A Me[[age from the Council by Mr Walthoe. 

That they have agreed to the Book ot Claims. 
AI[o that they have agreed to the Bill entitled An Act l to dock the Entail of certain 

Lands whereof John Gregg is feized, and for fettling other Lands and Slaves to be pur
chafed in Lieu thereof to the fame Ufes. 

AI[o to the Bill entitled An Act· for making an equal Divifion of a Donation of one 
Matthew Godfrey between the feveral Parifhes in the County of Norfolk, for the Benefit 
of their Poor. 

AI[o to the Bill entitled An Act3 for appointing feveral new Ferries, and for other 
Purpofes therein mentioned. 

Al[o to a Refolve ot this Hou[e For allowing M' Aaron Miller the Sum of £30 tor the 
Services therein mentioned. 

And that a Petition of John Earnfhaw, Gabriel Cay and Walter Hatton, addre[[ed 
231 to the Governour and Council, had been read in Council, and was by them referred to the 

Confideration of this Hou[e. 

Ordered, That Mr Cary do wait on his Honour the Governour with the Book of 
Claims, and defire his Arfent thereto. 

The Haufe proceeded to the Conftderation of the Petition of the faid Earn[haw, 
Cay, and Hatton,. and the fame was read, fetting forth that the Petitioner John Earnfhaw 
is appointed Comptroller of his Majefty's Cuftoms for the Upper DiftriCt of James River, 
with a Salary of £30 Sterling Per Annum; that the Petitioner Gabriel Cay is appointed 
Comptroller of the Lower DiftriCt of the {aid River, with a Salary of £50 Sterling per 
Annum; and your Petitioner Walter Hatton is appointed Comptroller of the Diftrict of 
Accomack, with a Salary of £40 Sterling per Annum; to be paid by the Commiffioners 
of his Majefty's Cuftoms in London: That the faid Salaries are too fmall and inconftder
able for their Trouble in their {aid Offices, as well as infufficient for their Support and 
Maintenance; and praying that they may be allowed the fame Fees on all Veffels trading 
to this Colony as are allowed by Law to the Collectors of his Majefty's Cuftoms in this 
Colony, or fuch other Fees as {hall be thought reafonable; or that their Salaries may be 

232 increafed in fuch Manner as this Houfe {hall think fit. And the Queftion being put that 
the faid Petition be referred to a Committee. 

It paffed in the Negative. 
Re[olved, That the {aid Petition be rejected. 
A Me[[age from the Council by Mr Walthoe. 

That they have agreed to the Conference defired by this Hou[e, and that their Managers 
are now ready in the Conference Chamber. 

Ordered, That the Managers appointed by this Houfe do attend thore appointed 
by the Council in the Conference Chamber; and they accordingly withdrew. 

Mr Attorney, according to Order, reported that the Amendments propored by the 
Committee of the whole Haufe to the Bill For amending and declaring the taw concern
ing the ECcape of Debtors out of the Prifon Rules, and for other Purpofes therein men
tioned; and he read the fame in his Place, and then delivered them in at the Table. 
where they were again twice read, and agreed to by the Haufe. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the laid Bill with the Amendments be engroffed, and read a third 
Time. 

Mr Attorney reported that the Members of the Council and this Houfe had met in 
the Conference Chamber, and "that the Council had agreed to the Amendments propoled 
by this Houfe to thole made by the Council to the Memorials to the Lords and Commons. 

Ordered, That t~e Committee of Correlpondence do tranimit fair Copies of the 233 

Addrefs to his Majefty, and the Memorials to the Lords and Commons, to the Agent 
for this Colony, in Order to their being refpectively prefented; and that the fame be 
werted in the Journal of this Houfe, as follow: 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty. 
Mo(t gracious Sovereign, 

We your Maje(ty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Council and Burge((es of your 
ancient Colony and Dominion of Virginia, nou' met in General A ((embly, beg Leave to 
a((ure your Maje(ty of our firm and inviolable Attachment to your (aCTed Perron and 
Government; and as your faithful SubjeCts here have at all Times been zealous to demon(trate 
this Truth, by a ready Compliance with the Royal Requifitions during the late War, by which 
a heavy and oppreffive Debt of near Half a Million hath been incurred, [a at this Timethey 
implore Permi[fion to approach the Throne with humble Confidence, and to intreat that 
your Maje[ty will be gracioufly pleafed to proteCt your People of this Colony in the Enjoy
ment of their ancient and ine[timable Right of being governed by [uch Laws re[peCting their 
internal Polity and Taxation as are derived from their own Content, with the Approbation 
of their Sovereign or his Sub[titute: A Right which as Men, and De[cendents of Britons, 
they have ever quietly po[[e[fed fince fir[t by Royal Permi[fion and Encouragement they 234 

left the Mother Kingdom to extend its Commerce and Dominion. 
Your Maje(ty's dutiful SubjeCts of Virginia mort humbly and unanimoufly hope that 

this invaluable Birthright, de(cended to them from their A nce[tors, and in which they have been 
proteCted by your Royal Predece[[ors, will not be fuffered to receive an Injury under the 
Reign of your Sacred Majefty, already [a illuftrioufly diftingui[hed by your gracious 
Attention to the Liberties of the People. 

That your Majefty may long live to make Nations happy is the ardent Prayer of your 
faithful SubjeCts, the Council and Burgef[es of Virginia. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament a[fembled: 

The Memorial of the Council and Burge[[es of Virginia, now met in General A [fembly, 
Humbly repre[ents, 
That your Memoriali[ts hope on Application to your Lordfhips, the fixed and hereditary 

Guardians of Britifh Liberty, will not be thought improper at this Time, when Mea[ures 
are propo[ed fubverfive, as they conceive, of that Freedom which all Men, e(peciaUy tha(e 
who derive their Con(titution from Britain, have a Right to enjoy; and they flatter them(elves 
that your Lordfhips will not look upon them as Objects [a unworthy your Attention as to 235 

regard any Impropriety in the Form or Manner of their Application, for your Lordfhips 
ProteCtion of their juft and undoubted Rights as Britons. 

It cannot be Prefumption in your Memorialifts to call themfelves by this diftinguifhed 
Name, fince they are defcended from Britons who left their native Country to extend its 
Territory and Dominion, and who happily for Britain, and as your Memorialifts once 
thought tor themfelves too, effeCted this Purpofe. As our Anceftors brought witk them every 
Right and Privilege they could with Juftice claim in their Mother Kingdom, their De(cendents 
may conclude they cannot be deprived of thofe Rights without Inju(tice. . . 

Your Memorialifts conceive it to be a fundamental Principle of the Britifh Conft~tutwn, 
without whick Freedom can no Where exift, that the People are not (ubjeCt to any Taxes but 
ruck as are laid on them by their own Confent, or by thore who are legally appointed. to 
reprefent them: Property muft become too precarious tor the Genius at a free People whuh 
can be taken from them at the Will of others, who cannot know what Taxes ruck People 
can bear, or the eafiert Mode of raifing them; and who are not under that Reftraint, whic~ 
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23(\ is the greate[t Security again[t a burthen[ome Taxation, when the Repre[entatives them[elves 
mu[t be affeCted by every Tax impo[ed on the People. 

Your Memoriali[ts are therefore led into an humble Confidence that your Lordfhips 
will not think any Rea[on [ufficient to [upport [uch a Power in the Britifh Parliament, 
where the Colonies cannot be repre[ented; a Power never before confiitutionally a[[umed, 
and which if they have a Right to exerci[e on any Occafion mu[t nece[[arily e[tablifh this 
melancholy Truth, that the Inhabitants of the Colonies are the Slaves of Britons, from whom 
they are de[cended, and from whom they might expect every Indulgence that the Obligations 
of Intereft and Affection can entitle them to. 

Your Memorialifts have been invefted with the Right of taxing their own People from 
the firft Eftablifhment of a regular Government in the Colony, and Requifitions have been 
con(tantly made to them by their Sovereigns on all Occafions when the Affiftance of the 
Colony was thought nece(fary to pre(erve the Britifh Intere(t in America; from whence 
they muft conclude they cannot now be deprived of a Right they have fo long enjoyed, and 
which they have never forfeited. 

The Expenfes incurred during the laft War, in Compliance with the Demands on this 
237 Colony by our late and prefent moft gracious Sovereigns, have involved us in a Debt of near 

Half a Million; a Debt not likely to decreafe under the continued Expenfe we are at in pro
viding for the Security of the People againft the Incurfions of our favage Neighbours, at a 
Time when the low ftate of our Staple Commodity, the total Want of Specie, and the late 
Reftriltions upon the Trade of the Colonies, render the Circumftances of the People extremely 
difireffful, and which, if Taxes are aceumulated upon them by the Britifh Parliament, will 
make them truly deplorable. 

Your Memorialifts cannot fuggeft to themfelves any Reafon why they fhould not ftill 
be trufted with the Property of their People, with whofe Abilities, and the lea(t burthen[ome 
Mode of taxing (with great Deference to the fuperior Wifdom of Parliament) they muft be 
beft acquainted. 

Your Memorialifts hope they fhall not be fufpeCted of being aCtuated on this Occafion 
by any Principles but thofe of the pureft Loyalty and AffeCtion as they always endeavoured 
by their Conduct to demonftrate that they confider their Connexions with Great Britain, the 
Seat of Liberty, as their greateft Happinefs. 

The Duty they owe to them(elves and their Pofterity lays your Memoriali(ts under the 
23S Nece(fity of endeavouring to e(tablifh their Conftitution upon its proper Foundation; and 

they do mort humbly pray your Lordfhips to take this SubjeCt into your Confideration with 
the Attention that is due to the Well being of the Colonies, on wh1.ch the Pro(perity of Great 
Britain does in a great M eafure depend. 

To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burge(fes of Great Britain, in Parliament 
affembled: 
The Remonftrance of the Council and Burge[[es of Virginia. 
It appearing by the printed Votes of the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain in Parlia

ment a[[embled that in a Committee of the whole Hou[e, the 17th Day of March la[t, it was 
refolved that towards defending, proteCting, and (ecuring the Britilh Colonies and Planta
tions in America, it may be proper to charge certain Stamp Duties in the faid Colonies and 
Plantations; and it being apprehended that the fame SubjeCt, which was then declined, may 
be refumed and further pur[ued in a [ucceeding Se(fion, the Council and Burgefres of 
Virginia, met in General A ((embly, judge it their indi(penfable Duty, in a re[peCtful 
Manner, but with decent Firmne[s, to remonftrate again(t fuch a Mea(ure, that at lea(t a 
Ceftion of thofe Rights! w~ich in thei~ Opinion mu(~ be infringed by that Procedure, may 
not be inferred from the1.r Silence, at (0 l.mportant a Cnfis. 

2811 They conceive it is ef[ential to Britifh Liberty that Laws impofing Taxes on the People 
ought not to be made without the Con[ent of Repre(entati:ues cho[en by them[elves; who, at 
lhe (ame Time that they are acquainted with the Circum(tances of theirCon(tituents, rurtain 
a Proportion of the Burthen'laid on them. This Privilege, inherent in the Per(ons who 
difcovered and fettled there Regions, could not be renounced or forfeited by their Removal 
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hither, not as Vagabonds or Fugitives, but licenfed and encouraged by their Prince and ani
mated with a laudable Defire of enlarging the Britiih Dominion, and extending its Com
merce: On the contrary, it was fecured to them and their Defcendents, with all other Rights 
and Immunities of Britifh Subjects, by a Royal Charter, which hath been invariably recog
nifed and confirmed by his Majefty and his Predeceffors in their Commiffions to the feveral 
Governours, granting a Power, and prefcribing a Form of Legiflation; according to which, 
Laws for the Adminifiration of juftice, and for the Welfare and good Government of the 
Colony, have been hitherto enacted by the Governour, Council, and General Affembly, and 
to them Requifitions and Applications for Supplies have been directed by the Crown. As 
an Infiance of the Opinion which former Sovereigns entertained of thefe Rights and Privi
leges, we beg Leave to refer to three Acts of the General Affembly paffed in the J2d Year 24( 

of the Reign of King Charles II (one of which is entitled An Act for raifing a Publick 
Revenue for the better Support of the Government of his Majefty's Colony of 
Virginia, impofing feveral Duties for that Purpofe) which they thought abfolutely 
neceffary, were prepared in England, and fent lYVer by their then Governour, the Lord 
Culpeper, to be paffed by the General Affembly, with a full Power to give the Royal Affent 
thereto; and which were accordingly paffed, after feveral Amendments were made to them 
here: Thus tender was his Majerty of the Rights of his American Subjects; and the Remon
ftrants do not d'tfcern by what Dirtinction they can be deprived of that racred Birthright and 
moft valuable Inheritance by their Fellow Subjects, nor with what Propriety they can be 
taxed or affected in their Ertates by the Parliament, wherein they are not, and indeed cannot, 
conrtitutionally be reprefented. 

And if it were proper for the Parliament to impofe Taxes on the Colonies at all, which 
the Remonrtrants take Leave to think would be inconfifient with the fundamental Princi
ples of the Con(titution, the Exerci(e of that Power at this Time would be ruinous to Virginia, 
who exerted herfelf in the late War it is feared beyond her Strength, infomuch that to redeem 
the Money granted for that Exigence her People are taxed for reveral Years to come: This, with 24l 

the large Expenres incurred for defending the Frontiers againft the re(tlefs Indians, who have 
infefted her as much fince the Peace as before, is (0 grievous that an Increa(e of the Burthen 
will be intolerable; efpecially as the People are very greatly diftreffed already from the 
Scarcity of circulating Ca(h among(t them, and from the little Value of their Staple at the 
Britiih Markets. 

And it is pre(umed that adding to that Load which the Colony now labours under will 
not be more oppre(five to her People than deftruCtive of the Interefts of Great Britian: For 
the Plantation Trade, confined as it is to the Mother Country, hath been a principal Means 
of multiplying and enriching her Inhabitants; and, if not too much di(couraged, may prove an 
inexhau(table Source of Trea(ure to the Nation. For Sati(faCtion in this Point, let the pre
fent State of the Britifh Fleets and Trade be compared with what they were before the Settle
ment of the Colonies; and let it be confidered that whil(t Property in Land may be acquired 
on very ea(y Terms, in the vaft uncultivated Territory of North America, theColonifts will 
be mo(tly, if not wholly, employed in Agriculture; whereby the Exportation of their Com
modities of Great Britain, and the Con(umption of their ManufaCtures fupplied from thence, 242 

will be daily increafing. But this mort defirable Connexion between Great Britain and 
her Colonies, fupported by (uch a happy Intercaurfe of reciprocal Benefits as is continually 
advancing the Pro(perity of both, muft be interrupted, if the People of the latter, reduced 
to extreme PlYVerty, fhould be compelled to manufaCture thofe Articles they have been hitherto 
furnifhed with from the former. 

From there Confiderations, it is hoped that the Honourable Hau(e of Commons will not 
pro(ecute a Meafure which thore who may fUffer under it cannot but look upon as fitter for 
Exiles driven from their native Country after ignominioufly forfeiting her Favours and 
Protection, than for the Pro(perity of Britons who have at all Times been forward to demon
(trate all due Reverence to the Mother Kingdom, and are fo in(trumental in promoting her 
Glory and Felicity; and that Britifh Patriots will never confent to the Exerci fe of anticonfti
tutional Power, which even in this remote Corner may be dangerous in its Example to the 
interiour Parts of the Britifh Empire, and will certainly be detrimental to its Commerce. 

A 
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A Bill For paying the Burgeffes Wages in Money for this prefent Seffion of AHem
bly was read a fecond Time; and an Amendment being made thereto, it was ordered to 
be engroffed and read a third Time. 

And then the Haufe adjourned until Tomorrow }v[orning IO • 'Clock. 

MR. Mercer prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill To amend an Act 
. entitled An Ad I tor giving a Reward tor killmg Wolves; and the fame was, 

read the fint Time, and ordered to be read a fecond Time. 
An engroffed Bill entitled An Ad' to enable Tenants in Taille to make 

Lea res at their Lands, was read the third Time. 
Rerolved, That the faid Bill do pars. 
Ordered, That 1\1r Edmund Pendleton do carry up the {aid Bill to the Council for 

their Concurrence. 
On a 1\1[ ation made, 
Ordered, That all iuch Depofitions as (hall be taken, purfuant to feveral former 

Refolutions of the Houfe, on the controverted Elections now undetermined, be returned 
to the Houfe the 2d Day of jl,fay next. 

On a Motion made, 
The Bill To amend an Act entitled An Ad3 tor giving a Reward tor killing Wolves was 

read a fecond Time. 
Ordered, That the {aid Bill be engroffed, and read a third Time. 
An engroffed Bill entitled An Ad4 tor paying the Burgerres Wages in Money tor this 

prefent Serfion ot Arrembly, was read the third Time. 
Refolved, That the {aid Bill do pars. 
Ordered, That lVIr Henry Lee do carry up the {aid Bill to the Council for their Concur

rence. 
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to examine the Treafurer's Accounts; and 

that it conftft of the following Perfons, viz. Mr Edmund Pendleton, Mr Bland, Mr John 
Page, Mr Dudley Digges, Mr Benjamin Harriron, Mr Cary, Mr Richard Henry Lee, and 
Mr Lewis Burwell, that they examine the feveral Articles thereof, and report the 
Balance as it {hall appear to them to the Houfe. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to examine the enrolled Bills, and that it 
canftft of the following Penans, viz. Mr Lemuel Riddick, Mr Henry Lee, Mr William Cab
bell, Mr James Mercer, Mr John Pendleton, and Mr Adams. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to proportion the publick Levy, and that 
:it confift of the following Penons, viz. Mr Cary, Mr Walker, Mr Uprhaw, Mr Wager, Mr 
Fleming, and Mr Read. 

Mr Cary, from the Committee appointed, reported that they had, according to Order, 
examined into the Condition of the Publick Gaol, and had found the iame much out of 
Repair. 

On a Motion made, 
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed of the following Perfons," viz. Mr Attor

ney, Mr Wythe, Mr Randolph, Mr Waller, and Mr Everard to agree with Workmen to 
repair the fame. 

A Bill For the Relief of Parifhes from fuch Charges as may ari{e from Baitard 
Children born within the fame, was read a fecond Time. 

Ordered, That the faid Bill be engroffed, and read a third Time. 
A Bill To prevent the Practice of felling Perlons for Slaves that are not fa, was read 

a fecond Time, and committed to the Committee of Prapofitions and Grievances. 

A 
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