VIRGIXIA +

In the Hwh Court of Cbance} Ys
| mncn 6, ‘3‘)98. .

. B o . D . e&;.%:; . -
‘ : .BET#M ‘ -,;3*' |
RomfmuAMI, son nlf heu' of Jo} n«Pleﬂtn&,M Iﬁ_f

: D .
Mgy IAGAN, widow and ‘ ummx of 4 rlcs Logm, nd
divisee of Johin Pleasants ‘and. patnts, deoeased, Eii-
r.zabeih Pleasunts, a dlnm'stratgk of Joseh Pleasants, deceanedly
Isaac Pieasan's an! Jane his wife, Samuel Pleasants, Jm,
"Thowas Ple.ian’s, , aniot, and Margarel bis wife, Robert !
ley spd Elizabeth bis wife, Duniel Teasdald and Ma
wife, Jate Margaret uuglay, klizibeth L-ngley vhe m
. and Aone Muy, Defendants. - "

AN w P!wwnm;uo mﬁm
: ﬂ o::;,ani ‘the “befendy.h. who pre in pogseasion of q'.ot
the siaves, (bat are th:a subject of con. oversy bgtween the parties
in this suit, do ot carry or remove the liy OF cauve Lhem, or uny of
them, to be carried orreimpoved out of this (ciumscowesnith during
the P"“dvml of ks seit, or until tue further vrder of the court.

-*

June 7, 1798,

On the motion cof Danicl Tumlnle by bis coimuel, leave isgiven
him to amend his snawer, whereupon he filed 1he same.

September the 12th, 1798, '
. Between :
Robert Pleasants, son and heir of John leum, Pits.
And
Carv Pleasants and Mary Ploasants -his wife, late’ Mary Logan,
adniinistratrix of Charles Logun, and divisee of Joha Pleasants

andJouthanledu’ sndoshln; - Delige
{ Py . 4 . N - : - .
Ned, a psuper, . >
Elicabetli Pleasants, Deft. -

IN these enuses, which came on last ferm to be heard o ﬂ ‘
hills, demuiTers and answers, and on the testaments of Johg M

iy
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sants and Jonathan Pleassnts, and the Journal of the Heuse of De-
legates, exhihited and read, and were argued by eounsel, the ecourt
on this twellth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thoa-
sand seven hundred and ninety eight, overruled the demurrers, be-
eause the right to freedom proposed to be asserted by the plaintiff
on behall of certain men, women und children detained in slavery,
which freedom the former owner of some of them and of the pre-
genitors of others could not hestow, although solicitous to bestow
it, during his life time, was; preserved, if it could be preserved,
until enjoy ment of the blessing would be permitted by temporary
and conditional bequests of the slaves, with a confidence that in
an event which might remove the legal obstacle to d:liverance
from thr-ldom. the legataries would fulfil the testator’s desire, so
that the intermediate possession of the legaturies, if that desire
were not inane was fiduciary, & in such a case, the elements, from
which juridical arrangements commenee, prove the question which
hath oncurred (o be peculiarly proper for praetorian animadver-
sion for decision hefore a tribunal erected especially to foster andt
effrctuate conscientious fideicommissa: and upon that question
which is the capital subject of diseceptation ard some others, in
consequence thereof the court declared its opinion in these terms,
the condition which the tesuator, John Pleasants, enj«ined the lega-
taries, and which, if it weve . wiul, exeepting the bequests they
were obliged implicitly to perform, was not contrary tolaw. Sueh
a provision for emancipation was not prohibited literally by the
statute in 1748, the only instituted law then extant, which can be
quoted for that purpose, eaacting ¢ that no slave shall be sot free,
“ upon any pretence, except for services to be adjudged by the go-
¢ vernor and council to be meritorious,” the statute operated only
upon emsncipations eficatious immediately, not those of whieh
the efficacy was fortuitous; and ampliation of the statute giving
it energy in cases of which similar predicaments might seem to
require similar policy, is reprobated in this instance, where the
defendants, in a court of equity, are invoking its aid to binder the
restitution of a right, of which they, on whose behalfit is slaimed,
and their progenitors, could not have been deprived without viola-
tion of equitable constitutional principles. An objection urged by
one of the counsel for the defendants, if it were not misunderstood,
namely, that John Pleasants, who dying before the statute permit-
Ing manumission of slaves, enacted in the year 1782, was ne-
ver uthorised to manumit his slaves, could not enjoin manumis-
sion of them in any circumstances, is founded upon a position con-
ceived not to be true, unless the act required by the condition to be
performed were a malum in se ; that a condition requiring perfor-
mance of an act, not whilst the performaunce would be unlawtul,
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put when it would, if ever it should he lawlul, that such a eondi-
tion to be performed, not after an intolerable leagth of time, is
unlawful seems an absurd position : upon the fo-trine of p rpe-
tuities, if applicahle (0 any cases, w0 which human Jiberty i chal-
fenged, can not be founid an ohjec’icn against the slaves existing
ut the death of the testator, Juhn Pl-asants, or ag inst the siaves
born after, of mothers existing hrtore hisdeath 3 for their cases
are ex mples of the legitimate perviods, during which emergence
or lapse of contingent dispositions may ba suspended. namely,
where events hefore the termination of a lite or lives existent, or
of a life or lives immediately sueceeding the existent, must fix the
d-stiny. Hore the slaves for whose benefit the testator intended the
rijuests wre first, those of whom he was POSSESSED at the
time of his death, and secondly, those of whose MO PIHIERS ke was
so possessed.  "L'he prriod of time during ability of the slaves to
enjoy when the legislature should permit them to enjov. this benefit
was suspended, did not exccede the tolerated period. I was during
the lives of them, who survived the testator, and of them who were
born after his death, of mothers surviving him, so that, in equity,
of thc slaves, on whose behalf' this prosecution was ins*ituted, they
who were thirty years old or older, in the year one thousand seven
hundred and eighiy two, when the statute authorising maoumis-
sion wis enacted, were, at that time entitled, they, who born be-
fore his death are not yet thirty years old, will be when they shall
attain that age, intitled to freedom, 1they who were born hetween
the times of the said testator’s death and of enacting the said sta-
tute will Le when they shall atrain the same age intitled to free-
dom, and they who have been born since the said statute was en-
acted, were at their birth intitled to freedom ; and the plaintiif not
only the heir but thie surviving executor of the said Johin Pleasants,
is the preper party to vindieate that freedom, and require fulfilment
of his desire repeatedly declared in his testament, and the court
doth direst one of the commissioners thereot to report a catalogue
of the slaves aforesaid, distinguishing the times when, according
to the foregoing opinion, any of them ought heretofore to have been
and hereafter to be Liberated from servitude, and stating accounts
of protits, to which they who have been wrongiully dewsined are
intitied.
Seprember 26th, 1798,

The Defendants Cary Pleasants and Mary hs wiie, late Mary
Logun, administratrix of Charles Liogzan, und dovisce of Jobn
Pleasant's and Jonathan Pleasants, deceased, Fdiz:h th Pleasaots,
administrutrix of Joseph Pleasants, Jdeceased, fxaar Flrasaota
and Jane his wife, Samuel Plezsants, jun. an! Thonees Pleasants,
yuntor, and Margaret his wile, in Cic o rat suit, and the deilvndant
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:atha ather suit praved an appeal from the geerve provounced in
throe conses, on the twelith day of the present month, which s al-
Jowed them on their giving head and security in each suit in the
proalty of twenty pounds, with such condition as the law requires.

June 5tir, £733.

It tYese canses, tn ~rder that the éecree of the Couvrt of Appeals,
witich is certified by the clerk ehereof in the following words.— At
a Court of Appeals, heid ar the Capitoi in the City of Richmond,
the 3ixth day of May, ci,e thousand seven bundred snd nieety-
nine, Cary Pleaseu. & Mary Pleasavts his wife, late Mary Logan,
adiomistratrix of Charies Logan, und devigee of Jobn Pleasanis
and Jonathan Pleqsaints, decensed, k hizabeth Plersunts, adeziai.
stratix of Joseph Plieasants, Isaao Pleassnts and June his wife,
Samuel Plexguncs, jun. and Margaver tus wife, appeltlaats against
Robevt Pieas.nts, gon and heir of Joho Pleasants, appeliec, and
Elizabeth Pleasants uppeliant against Ned, a panper, appellee,
upen appeuls from a deciece of the High Court of Chancery, pro-
neunced the twelfth day of Seprember, one thousand sevea hua.-
dred aud nisety-oight. ¢ This day vame the partics by their coua-
¢t sel, api the court having matarely considered the transeript of
‘s the record, and the srgurect of the counsel, is ¢f opinion that
¢« there is no OTTUr in 50 muok of tho veeree of the said High Court
< of Chane v, as ovorcuieth tiie doosurrvers of the appatlanis Mary
s Pleasani., {saac Pleusaats and Sumuel Pleasaats, jun. for want
« of jurisdiction in the 3aid court; iut thut there is errer in some
¢ of the Dewneiples, on which the decree upon the merits is found-
i« ed, and part of the reasoning thercupon is pot approved by this
s court, therefore it is deerecd and ordered, that so much ¢f the
¢> said decree as overruleth the said demurrers be affirmed, and
-+ that the residue of the said decrec be reversed, and this court
o proceeding to make such deeree as the said High Court of Cuan-
s cery should have proncunced, is of opinion, that altheugh the tes-
+ tators at the time of mabing their respective wills had not power
* {o wunumit, and it they had dovised them upon coaditions that
-+ the devisces shoulld emaneipate thera in:wsediately, the condition
+« being unlawful would have been void, and the broperty vested,
o yet the condition that they should become tiec when the law
“ would perinit it, was not of that sort. ‘I'hatto apply the rule re-
o specting the fimitation of the remainder of a chatted upon too re-
o mote a contivgeney, with all its ¢ nsequences, to the present
-+ ¢ase, would be wo vigid, but that a reasonable princigle ought
+ to be adopied to suit its peculiar cireumstances, which is this,
o' thai i1t the event happens whilst the slaves remuia in the poases-
»+ cion of the famiiy without change by ths intervention of credit-

-
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* ofs o purchas re sooe die chotending navtos would be thoga
‘ wihose interost Bad bren eoaiemplated by the testators, the be

¢ quest ougirt to tuke plave, out that the case of such lntervening
*¢ claims not being isi the view of the testators it vupht 10 fu non.
¢ sicder+d how far they should in cquity prevent tha deviie ol (he
- mapumission from takirg cfivet, So far therelore us conocerns the
“ family, the court would bave had no difficulty in deereeing i
 favor of the paupers, it the wills had divected » zeneral emanei-
*» pation, when permitted by luw, apd the legisiatare had permitted
“ it without any voniition sonexed ; but u diflicuity arises from tha
*¢ testaiors’ not haviog directed a geaeral manumisvion, when al-
> low: d by iaw, but a limitted one, directing that all future gene-
‘ rutious ot theze people born whilst their mothers were under
** thirty should serve to that aze, touaded no douvbt, upon censi-
<« derntions of the interest of bis family, and that of the slaves on
‘ which middle state the legislature have not deciared their will,
- und on the other hand the legislature have perm.tted an unlimit-
* ted emaneipation, but annexed a condition imposing upon the
‘ person liberating certain terms for the sake ot the community,
¢ of which the persons makiog voluntary manumissions might
+* judge, whetiier tiey would do the act upon these terms and use
“ Weir pleasura: aud on these teris the testators buve not deriyre]
‘ their minds whether tiey would o5 wauld noi have enmpelicd the
i+ devisves against tacir inclination to emantipiaic subject to them.
o Under this diflicuity, the eourt epdesvored (o odel a deeree to
« effeet the purpose of e paupers without ess:niidly violating
-+ thie willy, zudis of opirion that tha limitted i numission, ac-
-+ emding to the modifications, in the witls of the testators, ean
¢ aloue inke place and be decreed, and ot the tecns for secaring
+» thepubiie against the maiatenunce of the aged or inficmed, oannot
¢ be eqntabiy imposed uson the devisees, L4 ts therefore turther
“ deeteet aud ordered, that all the siaves of which the testators
‘ were putsessed as their property, at the time ol their respective
o deunrhiy, not subject o the elrims of the creditorvs or purchueers,
i hedove stated, and wio are now above the sge of forty five years,
+ and their increase, bora afier their respecuve mothers had at-
¢ tained the age of thirty years (+0 soon us Robert Plecsants the
‘o« executor, the several trustees, or any otber person, shiall in the
> courts of the severa! counties in whieh the suidd slaves respeclive-
« ly reside, enter into bonas, with upproved secuiiiy, payable to
-, the justiges tien sittivg in euch eourt, and thew sucecssors, with
*- conditivn that the said slaves shnii pot bevone churpeable to the
& pudlic, oe enter o ahe such boud Yo the whaels in the Genersl
“ Court,) and ail such a3 ar> now whove Girty and under the nge
s of forty-five yenrs upmedintely sheall 0o emasapated and set
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« free o all intents and purposes,in like manner as if thev had heen
¢t hora {ree 5 and that all wlio are now under the age of thirtv, and
“ whose mothershad not attained that age at the (1 e ot their irth,
s anil all their future deseendants, born winlst their mothers ape
‘“ in such service, do serve their sevival owners, undl they shall
¢ respectively attain the age of thirty vears, and they be in
¢ like manaer free, and when their freedom sbati severally take
o efiect according t rhis decree, therve shall be delivered ‘o each of
« them. by their respeetive masters or Waatiisses, a certificate,
 written or printe !, attesting their freedom, in sech form as shali
 be direeted by the said High Court o Chancery.  That no ac-
“ ¢count ought e be taken of profits, it being unusce.l in such eases
* and less reasonable in this very difficnlt ane.  And the cause is
+« remanded to the smid High Court of Chancery tor a state to he
« tukin ot the present condition ol the several persons, and their
¢ rights ascertsined, aecording to the prine iples of this decree, al-
s 50 for further pro-eedings to be had respecting the claims of hii-
s« zabet]i Pleasants and Daniel Teasdale to part of the slaves, un-
¢ de 1 titles paranicunt to the will of John Pleasants, and the claims
s of :he ereditors of Charles Legan, upon proper statements of the
¢s facts and exhibits relative thereto, which they are to be at liber-
“ ty to introduce in the said court, which is ordercd to he certified
¢¢ 1o the said High Court of Chaneeey. A copy,J. Brown, C. C,”
it it be not misuuderstoed by him, whom the law riquireth to en-
terit as his owa, muy be exeeeted ; ths court doth direct that a
comaissioner thereof do veport, fiest the names and sexes of the
slaves of whitch the testators intended by the gaid decree, were
possessed, as their Groperty at the time of their r vapective deaths,
not subject to the clains of the ¢reditors or puu-hasﬂ's in tae de-
cree stated, und who were, when the decree was pronouanced, above
the age of fory five vears. and their inerease, born alter their
respective mothers had attained the age oY thirty years (>0 soon
as Robert Pleasants. the exeeutor. the several trustees or any
other person. shall ia the courts of thie several counties, in which
the said slavee respectively reside, enter into bonds, with approved
securities. pavabie (o the iustiws then sitting in eaeh eourt, and
their suceessors, with condition that the suid slaves shall not be-
come chargeable to the public; or enter into ore such bord for the
whole in the General Court) and all sueh us weve, when the decree

was propounced. above thiety and under the age of forty-five
yeul's, and see (mdh. the naines and sexes of the slaves of waich
the test tars were possested as theie proprry at the time of their
respective de ths, and wiro weve, wien the decrce wes pronounced,
untcer the age of thirtye and whese invibers had not atiained chat
e al their virtn s and Uis conrt Joth order, that when the frec-
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dom of the slaves shall severslly tuke eff-et, according to the de-
cree of the Conptof Appeals, there shall be delivered to ench of
them, by their vespective musters or mistresses, a certiticats,
written or printed, attesting their freedom in this form : — is
emancipated and set free aceording to the decree of the Court of
Appeals, in May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine.

June 7th, 1799.
Thomas Pleasarts of Beaverdam, James Pleasants of Gooch-
iand, William Moseley, Frederick Woodson and William Bentley,
or any three of them, are appointed commissioners for performingg
the order made in these causes vz Wednesday last, in place of &
commissioner ol the court.

September 10th, 1799,

Un the motiou of the plaintiff in the first suit by his connsel,
ficnjamin tioode, George Williumson, Abell Janrey, James Den-
son L.iwdd, Robert Evans, John Nicholas and Joha Poensonby are
added to the commissioners heretofore app.inted to perforia the
order made in these causes on the fifth day of June last, who, or
any two oi whom are empowered to execute the sameo.

VIRGINIAy——==Tn the Izl Court of Chancery, HMay 22nd, 1797,
Beticcen

Ned, . . . . . Pluintiff,

and

Elizabeth Pleasants, . . Defendant.

On the motion of Ne'l, who is detained ia slavery by the defen-
daat, ke is allowed (o «ue his said mistress in this court, in forma
pauperis, and John Warden is assigned his conusel to proseocute
the said suit; and it is ordered, that his said mistress do not pre-
sime to beat or misuse him upoun this account, and that she suffic¢
him to come to the clerk’s office for commissions to take the de-
positicns of kis witnesses nud to attend their cxamioations and the
trial, and connmissions are awarded the parties (o examine und

take the depositious of thelr wititesses.
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LI-T of NEGRGES in lue poscession ¢f Samzer Pioasanis, held
ander the w.ds of Joulin & Jonal than Fieasunts: <chose ages
were ascericied by Thomas Pleazants, James Pleasands. Wil-
Pl Sdosecey aud brederick Weodzon, on the 19th écy of Au-
Slol, 1709,

s'ersons aboe the age of 45 years.

David, Saundars. Censar, York, Tondur, Nanny, Charlotte.
Sall, Artkur, Vi, Marig, Judy, Phiitis Po o der. —Tu all 13.

rersons defween 5C & 45 wears old.

Sterling 1, Trodeinek 20 doe 3, Phii v, Tom &, Harry 6, Joonh
Powder 7, George 8, Jiegh 2, 32410 Ben i1, "'rndﬂ' 12, John
Fowder 13, Siivig 14, Frank Cozons 15, Chioe Cozens 16, Peter
27, Aggy 18, Bob ive Lanny 20, Nelly 21, Bette 22, J-mes 28,
Patty 24, Luzy Gloster <o, Culiy 25, Suk:-_\ =7y Sukey 28, Amy
9.

Persons tornof mothers : ;L r they wer? 50 years old.

Jack 1, George 2, Pender s, York 4, Amy 3. Eve6, Joo 7,
Neilv &, Tiovid o, 1l'uh 1¢, Rose 11, Kate 12, Jacoh 15, Phebe
14, Luey 13, pefphia to, Lty 17, Moursing 18, 'Vabb 19, Ce-
sat kG, Saiiy Zi. Houvarg 22, Hampton 23, Jerry 2%, Aggy 25,
Mary Ann 26, Aher 27, Amy 28, Rachel 29.

Persans judgel to b lejirm and unable to earn o suppert, entitled
Lo frccdomt wwhen 50 vears old.

Naaey, 25 veais it Zeabel, horn February 17825 John, born
Toiv 4~sn, ha g, 2.
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Persons born of mothers under 3 years old, and entitled to fredom

B

ol oe.
R = TNt .n'('i . S —————
Nuames. Wt nborn, B len to be discharzrd.
S«lymon, M.y TT2 May 1E02
1) -reass, F hranry 1782 February 1812
Haanah, O ober 178 October 181k
Luucy, A il 1787 Anril 1817
Ste. ling, Avii 6.h, 1749 A-ril 1819
Peter, Jaoury 1792 Jinusry 1822
Joe, September 1794 September 1824
Charlotte, Acril 178% April 18 4
Biddy, Al 17th, 1786 April 17th, 1816
Mouruaing, Decem. 25, 1787 D em. 25, 1817
Wiater, Uetober 1789 October 1819
G.ahni )y M.rch 792 Marel: 1822
Lewis, May 1794 M.y 1824
Rainey, September 1796 September 1826
B-n, February 1799 I ruary 1829
Frank, May 1777 May 1407
Hannab, May 1779 May 1209
‘Fhoraton, July 1751 Jaly 1811
¥enry, December 17350 D.cember 1816
My, Febroary 1789 Fcbraary 1819
Riuley, September 17914 September 1821
Frederick, QOctoher 1795 October 1823
Frank, Awril ivya April 1825
Ben, May 15th, 1782 May 15th, 1812
Luke, Joly 1784 July 1814
Nat, March 1789 March 1819
Isaac, Muar:-h 1758 March 1818
Alace, April 1790 April 1820
Jetty, August “75 August 1805
Beek, Jane 1795 June 1825
Phil, May 1797 May 1827
Ned Abrey, August 9th, 1799 August 9th, 1829
Critty, March 1777 March 1807
Sall, October 1778 October 1808
Janey, February 178% April 1814
Hster, November 1786 November 1816
Patience, Marel 1783 Muarch 1813
Milton, April 1785 April 1815
Anderson, May 1787 May 1817
Clarissa, June 1789 June 1819
(‘aroline, July 1792 July 1822



Names.

Ru ubin.
Arthur,
Mary,
Fanny,
Bob,
Celia,
T'oney,
Janey,
Phebe,
Judy,
Doll.
Ursula,
Peyton,
Julia,

(x race,
Jim,
Charles,
Will,
Bridget,
Watt,
Rachel,
Maria,
Aggy,
l"‘ dia'
Moses,
C'.arles,
Jumes,
Antheny,
Myrtilla,
Luey,
Isaac,
Judy,
Judith,
Dunecan,
Hall,
Cwmsar,
Gloster,
Nancy,
Cesar,
AggYs
Celin,
Miily,
Stephen,
Phillis,

10

When born.
A izust 793
A nzust 1795

Dzcem.23, 17756
Janu.-ry 1792
May :8th, 1765
May 28th, 1798
My 1776
December 1775
January 15, 1797
January 31, 1799
November 1774

May 1789
August 1791
August 1793
October 1795
January 1798
August 1774

December 1776
November 1783

August 1770
May 1778
August 1798
March 1798

Stptember 1780
Mareh 1797
Novembh. 3 1798
October 5, 1788
April 23,1791
Novem. 29,1792
August -28, 1794
N vem. 18, 1796
Novemb. 5, 1798

August 1793
August 1793
M rch 1780
August 1788
August 1793

August 1790

May 1774
August 1777
August 1795
August 1740
Nov-mber 1777
August 1772

When to be discharged.
August 1823
August 1825
Deeem. 23, 1505
Januury 21822
May 28, 1825
May 28, 1828
May 1806
December 1805
Januavy 15. 1827
Janunary 31, 1829
November 184
May 1819
Angust 1821
August 1823
O-toher 1825
January 1828
August 180%
Dececember 1806
November 1813
August 1800
May 1808
August 1825
Mirch 1828
S-ptember 1810
March 1827
Ncvemb. 3, 15828
October 5, 1818
April 23, 1821
Novem. 29, 1822
August 28, 1824
Novem. 18, 1826
Novem. 5, 1828
Aupu-t 1803
August 1823
March 1810
August 1818
August 1823
August 1820
May 150%
August 1807
Angust 1845
August 1500
November 1807
August 1802
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Numes. When born. When to be discharged.
Jacob, Seprember 1790 Sepiember 1820
Abby, F “ruary 1782 February 1512
Mingo, October 1797 October 1827
Jim, December 1777 December 1507
Eve, June 1779 June 1809
Phillis, Deeember 1781 December 1511
Lavioia, June 1783 Jone 1813
Gloster, December 17384 December 1314
Tom, J..ne 1786 June 1816
Frank, D. cember 17387 December 1817
Lucy, December 1789 ecember 1819
Mike, June 1791 June 1821
Abraham, Jupe 1793 Juoe 1828
Jessee, December 1778 December 1808
Tabb, December 1780 December 1810
Cuffy, December 1782 December 1812
Lonudoa, December 1786 December 1816
B.ddy, December 1788 D-cember 518
Nelly, December 1785 December 1815
Sull, September 1787 September 1817
Nanny, May 1:91 May 1821
Poll, May 1795 M.y 1326
Judy, January 1784 January 1811
Ad line May 1799 May 1829
Amy, August 1778 August 1803
Joe, June 17514 June 1811
Corey, December 1782 December 1812
Moses, 1} cember 1°sy Deecember 1514
Molly, Sy 1786 May 1816
Parry, October 1789 October 1519

In all 115,

Lis# of NEGRoOES in the possession of Isanc W. Pleasants, held
under the Wul: of John & Jonathan Plewsacts; whose ages were
ascertained by 'T'uomas Picasants, James Pleusants, William
Mosely and Frederick Woodson, on the 19th day of Aug. 1799.

Persons above the age of 45 years.

Persons between 30 and 45 years old.
Janey 1, Puillis 2, Hannah 3, invalids, Peter 4.
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Persons horn of mothers under 80 yeors old and entitled to freedinn
at thot age.

e e e — T ———————
N anmes. Whon born. I hen to be aesini < eds

B lly, N vember 1°78 November 1508

J u, J nuavy 1781 January 1811

S ., June 1782 June 1812
Gaby. I» cember 1783 December 1813
Chatles, D-cember 178% December 18t:
Sall, June 1773 June 1803

The +bove lists was taken agreeable to a decree of the High
CovriotChunceiy.  Given underour hands the dey ard year above
waalton, Htliam Moseiey, Frederick Woodson,

Jumes Pleasanls, Themas FPleasants.

List of NEGRovws in possesvion of Robert Cary Pleasants, and for.
mierdy -, oss-«sion of Charles & Mary Logan, held under the
wills « £ J. 4, & Jonathen Pleasants, whose ages were aseertain-
ed by Wiilinin Moseley, Willian Bentley & Frederick Woodson,
commission: s appointed by the High Court of Chancery for that
purpose, August 23vd, 1799.

Persons abore 45 years old.
Tom 1, Pompey 2, Will 3, Cato 4, Ned 5. Doll 6, Rachel 7,
Amy 3, Joecb 9, Ned Gwin 10, Biily 11, Su:rah 12, Richard
Sharp 43, Nat 14,

Persons between 30 and 45 years old.
Nelly 4, Fanny 2, John Grey 3, Rachel Greey 4. David 5, Jes-
see 6, Murtilla 7, Easter 8, Grace 9, Bob (son ot Judy) 10, Sam
Binns 11, Mirtilla 12, Mary 13, Mourning 14, Ciesar 15.

Persons born after their mothers were 30 years old.

Anthony 1, Arthur 2, Louisa 3, KEmmily &, N«d 5, D.niel 6,
Bob Grey 7, Paul Grey 8, Tarlton 9, Bartlee 10, Critty 11, Su-
key (acripple) 12, Charlotte 13, Milly 14, Billy t5. Sally 16,
Juck 17, Tom 18, Ursula 19, Moses 20, Jack 21, Mirtilla 22,
Jessee 23, Kesiah 2, Frederick 23, Tom 26, Ductor 27, John 28,
Rachel 29, Sully 30, G-by 51, Winny 52, Diey 33, LKl jah 33,
Cassr 35, Mourning Wooison 36, Fanny Weodson 57, Sumn Wood-
son 38, Joseph Woodson 39, Lewis Moscley 40, Letty Moseley
31, Sterling 32, Pcter 43, Frank 4.
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r'ersons born of Mothers winder 30 veirs 6ids and entitled to free-
dogr at thot aze.

- s — T gp—
Names. Wnen born. Wien to be discharged:
Hampton, Dec mber 1782 December 1812
Mourricg, Aunsu-t 1789 Angust 1819

Puily Coplend, March 17463 March 1813
Fanny Copland, Dreember 1785 December 1815
D.ck Coplant, August 1787 Aupust 1817
Johin Copiand, August 1789 August 1819

Sam Randolph, Angust 177 August 1800
dith, March 1779 March 1509
Luey, JAugust 1770 August 41800
Lnvdia, Marceh 1780 March 1810
T'abitha, August 1778 August 1808
Effee, February 1793 F brouary 1823
Esham, February 179t F.bruary 1821
Lavinia, February 1795 February 1825
Polly, 1) cember 17947 Deesmber 1827
Charles, M .rch 17498 March 188
Heurjetta, Auagnst 179§ August 1824
Phillis, Auvcust 1781 August 1811
Mollw M rch 1753 March 1413
Stephen, August 178% Angust 1814
B n, Muaseh 1786 M.ch 1516

N.ney (neripple) vugust 1747 August 1817
S:m Rinns, jun. August 1789 Aigust 1819
Dick Baugh, Maich 1798 March 1828

Beck, May 177 May 1-01
Kate, Pruvember 172 November 1802
Jueob, May 177 % May 180%
Ned, May 77 M.y 1807
Judy, August 17~4 Auguaast 181%
David, November 1778 N.vember 1808
Nuncy, March 1795 Mirch 1825
Siasteen, August 1796 August 1826
Betty Ampy, August 1773 August 1803
James, April 790 April 1820
"t hruston, August 1:95 August 18256
Bentley, Ap il 1794 April 1824
Addison, May 1799 May 1829
Frank, February 1704 February 1824
Haskins, M.y 1795 Muy 1825
Heory, August 1796  August 1826
Peyion, July 1798  July 1828

Lewis, August 1776  August 1806



Names.
George,
Harrison,
Peter,
Bi(my,
Kitty,
Abraham,
Fleming,
Saunders,
Little Billy,
Jud .
Ya mye' } twins,
Emanuel,
Janey,
Lucy,

Sam,
lﬁ“&s,

Ned,

Sﬂl'ﬂh,

Aby
Reubin,
Hanonah,
Peggy,
Willinm,
Johnson,
Matild:,
Sukey,

Joe,

Milly,

July,
Aaron,
Davy,
Sukey,
Billy,
Phillis,
Simeon,
John,
Sylvia,
Watt,
Mourning,
Robia Cuffy,
Alexander,
Pero,

Billy Woodson,
Davy Woodson,

14

When born.
August 1787
S-ptember 1791
August 1780
March 1782
August 1790
January 1780
August 1751
Muarch 1782
August 1785
August 1787
August 1787
August 1795
Augast 1797
August 1772
Argust 1775
Apni 1777
August 1779
August 1781
Apal 1783
December 178%
March 1792
March 179%
August 1796
July 1798
J nuary 1796
November 7297
August i775
M sreh 1727
August 1779
M:icch 1 K81
August 1783
August 1785
April 1783
April 1778
August 177
April 1781
August 1752
April 178%
March 1798
March 1777
August 1778
April 1786
August 17582
April 1781

Joseph Moseley, August

87 Total.

1779

When to be discharged.
August 1817
S-ptember 1821
August 1810
Mareh 1812
August 1820
January 1810
August 1811
Mureh 1812
August 1815
August 1817
August 1817
August 1825
August 1827
August 1802
August 1895
Apil 1807
August 1809
August 1814
April 1813
December 1514
March 1822
M:rch 152%
August 1826
July 1528
January 1826
November 1827
Angust 1805
March 1807
August 1809
March 1811
August 1813
August 1815
Aptil 1813
April 1508
August 1309
April 1811
Angast 1812
April 1814
March 1828
Murch 1807
August -1808
April 1816
August 1812
April 1811
August 1509
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The foregoing lists were made in pursuance of a decree of the
High Court of Chancery. Given under bands the day und year
above written. Wm Moscly,

W. Bf'n”cyo
Frederick Woodson,

List of Negroes, formerly the estate of John Pleasants, deceased,
and by bis Will given 1o his grand daughter Marguret, wife of
T'homas Pleasants, jun. under certain conditions, and now held
as part of the estate of the said Thomas Pleasants.

S aa—

No. 1 Pender, born in 1712, 57 years of age,
2 Tom, herson, 1739, 40 do.
3 Biddy, of do. 1761, 38 do.
4 Oliff, of do. 1765, 3% do. ~all free.
5 Obra, ofdu. 1762, 31 do.
6 Lcwisy, of do. 1774, 25 do. '

born after his mother was 20 years of age. J
List of Negroes, held under the wills of Juohn & Jonathan Pleasants,
as part of the estate of Charles & Mary Logan, dec. in Heorice
county.
7 Luey, born in 1716, 53 years of age.
$ S:lvia Gray, her daugbter, 1769, 30 de.
9 Cbarles Gray, son ot do. Juns 1791, to be free in 1821

10 Peter Gray, of do. June 1793, do. 1823
11 Patty Gray, of do. Sept. 1798, do. 1828
12 Sylvia, daughter of Phillis, 1755, do. 4% years old.
13 Billy, son of do. Jun,1787, bern (ree.
“%+ Tom, son of do. Oct, 1788, do.
their mother being 30 years old at their birth.
15 Mary Loudon, born in 1753, 46 year old,
16 Beck, daughterof Sucky. Sep. 1775, to be free in 1805
17 David, son of de. March 1797, do. 1827
18 Annna. of do. May 1799, do. 1829

19 Sally, daughter of Sukey, Sep. 1784+, born after her ) horn
mother was 30 years of age. { free.

Henvico county, Sepltember 21st, 1799,

IPursuant to a commission to us directed, from the High Court
of Chancery, We have examined into the sges ani sexes of several
Negroes in a decrec of the said eaurt mentiuned, and agreeable to
the above statement, which we hereby certify to he just, to the best
of our kuowlege and belief. Benjamin (oode.

Geo. Williamson.
JAbel Janney.
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BETWEEN
RosERT PLEASANTS, sonund hieir of John Pleasants, Plaintiff,
and
Cary Pleasants and Mary Pleasants bis wife, late Mary Logan, ad-
mipistratrix of Chavles Logan. »nd devisee of Jolin Pleasants &
Jonatbra Pleasunts, de-eased. Elizab th Pleasants, administra-
trix of Joseph Pleas:nts, deceased, Isanc Pleasunts and J:ane
his wife, Samuel Pleasants, jucior, Thomas Pleasants, junior,
and Marguret his wife, itobrit Langley and Elizabeth his wife,
Daniel T'easdale and Margaret hus wite, late Margaret Langley,
Elizabeth Langley the younger, and Anne May, Drfendants.

And between
Ned, a pauper, Plaintiff,
and
Elizabeth P.casants, D fendant.

THE Couct, this twenty-fourth day of September, iz the year
of our lord one thousand scven hundred and ninety nine, taking in-
to consideratica the report of William Mosel:y, Wilham Bentley
and Fredervick Woodson ; and also the report of Benjamin Goode,
George Williamson and Abel Janny, persuant to the decretal or-
der made in this cause on the tifih dsy of June last. to which re-
ports were no exceptions, doth approve and eunfirm the same :
in conseqence whereol the sluves in the said reports mentioned to
be above thirty and under the age of forty five years, are immedi-
ately entitled to certifites a(testing their freedom, in the form
prescribed by the said decretal order.

A List of NEcroEs found in the possession of Daniel Teasdale
and others, which appear to be derived from the wills of John
Pleasants and Junathan his son.

In the possession of Daniel 'T'easdule the following Negroes, the
issue of Suky, now dead, who was devised by the said Jonathan
Pleasants to Maitgaret the wife of the said Teasdale.

Suky dec’d at the time of her last child’s birth, was aged 41 years.
1. L+abel, ber daughter, aged 21, free in 9 years.

2. Hampton, her soa 20, do. 10.
8. l‘lli"y, 1“', do. 16.
3. ¥Fraok, 13, do. 17.

5 6. 7. Jack, 11 years; Suyy, 8 years, vnd Peter, 3 years ; all
born free, as their mother was then 50 years of age.
8. Nums, #ged 21, son o! i"anny, {ree in 9 years.

- r——— -
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In the possession of the estate of the late John May.
Sally, mow 42 years of age.
9. Charles, her son, bem in December, 1753, now 16.

10. Chloe, October, 1785, now 1.
11. Tom, September, 1757, now 12,
12. Jack, April, 1789, now 10.

Of course Charles is free in 14 years, Chioe in 16 yeacs, and
Tom and Jack born free, their wother thea 30 years.
13. J-nny, ag~ 35, in the possession of Robert Picasants, jun.
i4. Cis, her daughter, born Sept. 1783, 16 years, free in 14.

15. Betty, eged 14, 16.
i6. Sally, 12, 18.
17. Jenny, 11, 19.
18. Sharper, ber son, 7. 23.
19. Fanny, April, 1794, 5, Born free,
20. Charles, Decemb. 1796, 3, }their mother
21. Jack, Mareh, 1799, 6 Mo. ) then30 years.
22. Will,  azed 56 years

23. Cesar, 61, In the possesion of Robert Laog-
24 Benjumin, 76, and ley’s estate.

25. Lucy, hiswife, 61,

26. Sharper, 38, of Hauuub, now free.

In consequence of a commission to us directed, from the High
Court of Chuncery, we have examined into the ages und sexes of
several Negroes which appears to us to be comprised in a decree of
the suid court ordering the said commissien, and having placed the
sap.e against the name of cach Negro, according te the list upon
the first page of this paper, and also the list upon page the third,
continued to page the fourth, and do hereby certify the same, to
the best of our knowledge, in Dinwiddie county, this cighteenth
day of September, one thousand scyen hundred and ninety-nine.

Abel Janney.
Jokn Ponsonby.

A List of Negroes that are part of those, or the descendants
of those Negroes, appraised as the estate of John Pleasants, of
Curles (deceased, in the month of August, 1773, said to huve been
sold to him the said Pleasaats, by Roﬁort Langley,.now deceased,
and which appears to have been made previously liable by an in-
strument of writing now ob record in the county of Dinwiddie, for
the payment of /[ 300 curreney, due Roger Atkinson, now dec’d,
dated October tue 21, 1755, and which are now in the possession
of the different persons placed opposite to their names, or at the
head of each list

\ﬁf ;\~.‘ R
N
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In the possession of Daniel Teasdale, held ia right of his wife
Murgaret, daughter of Robert Langley.

1. Amy, a Negro woman, 19 years old.

2 Sanpson, man, 33 do. of Hannah.

3. Chloe, woman, 30 do. of do.

4. Jacob, son of Amy, 20 do.

5. Dick, of Pendar, 28 do.

6. Letty, of do. 26 do.

7. Ned, of do. <% do.

8. Billy, of Chloe, 12 do.

9. Ki g, of de. 7 do.
10. Patty, of do. 5 do.
11. Eve, of do. ¥ do.
iz Chloe, of do. 2 do.
13. Joe, of Letty, 3  do.
44, Peadar, of do. 2 do.

In the possession of Thos. Lewis, in right of his wife Agn,
daughter of Robert Langley.

15. Jack,  of Hannah, aged 35.

416. Hanoah, of Amy 16.
17. Fuanny, oI da. 14,
18. Lucy, of do. 13.
19: Hanaah, of do. 12.
20, Davy, of do. 26.

In the possession of Robt. Pleasants, jun. in right of hi
wife Elizabeth, daughter of Rt;’bt. Langlg‘ '

21i. Pendar, aged 46 years.
22. Peter, 42.

23. Israel, of’ Amy, 10.

24. Betty, of Pendar, 18,

25. Jack, of do. 17.

26. Beck, of do. 14.
VIRGINIA,

In the High Court %f Chancery, March the 19th, 1800.

The Court, this nineteenth day ¢f March, in the eighteen hundredth ycar of th-
Christian area, taking into consideration the report of Abei Janney, and John
Ponsonby, beuring date the eighteenth day of 8eptember in the last year, to which
Tepor' was no exce ption, doth apprive and confirm so mueh th: reot as relutes to
tl.e descendants of the Negro slave Suky, said to have been devised by Joaathan
P essants 1o Marguret, the wife of Daniel Teasd le; in consequence whereof such
of the descedants of the said Suky, mentioned in the said rej.oi1t to be ub.ve thirty
and u' der the ag= of fury tive years, are immediately intitled to certificates at-
testing their freedcm in the form prescribed by the decretal order made in this
cause on the fifth day of June last.

_ The foregoing Orders, Decrees and Repor's, are true copies from the originals,
in the suity of Plcasants &e. v. Logan, etal, and Aed, a pauper, v. Pliasants.
Teste,

/A -f’ ‘ (‘“‘ ’
. /:’0, /,'0121”6 AG}
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