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T R A V E L S

. THROUGH THE

MIDDLE SETTLEMENTS

IN

NORTH AMERICA.

N Friday the 27th of April 1759, I embarked, in
O company with {everal North American gentlemen,
on board the Difpatch, captain Necks, for Virginia j and
the next day we fet {ail from Spithead, under convoy of
his majefty’s fhip the Lynn, captain Sterling, commander,
with thirty-three fail of trading veflels. We came to
an anchor in the evening in Yarmouth Road, and the
next day failed with a frefh eafterly wind through the
Needles. |

.April 30. We pafled by the Lizard, and in the evening
difcovered a fail, which proved to be an Englifh floop
laden with corn, She had been taken by a French pri-
- vateer, and was fleering for France: there were three
Frenchmen and one Englifhman on board, The com-
modore {fent fome hands to her, with orders to carry her

to Penzance.

B - May
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May 1. Thick, hazy weather with a fair wind. A
large thip paffed through the fleet about four o’clock in

~ the afternoon : and in the evening another veflel bore

down upon the fternmoft thips, and {poke with them.

May 2. Fair, pleafant weather. The next day we
found by our reckoning that we had made a hundred
leagues from the Land’s End.

May 4. Strong, violent gales at north-and-by-weft.
In the evening the Molly, captain Chew, had her main-
top-maft carried away, and hoifted a fignal of diftrefs.

May 5. From this time to the 14th, ncthing re-
markable happened : the wind was feldom fair; but the
weather being moderate, we made frequent vifits, and
pafled our time very agreeably.

May 14. Captain Necks fell ill of a fever, and con-
tinued indifpoled feveral days: he began to mend about
the 17th.

May 19. In the afternoon, a fudden and violent
fquall from the north-weft obliged us to lye-to under
our reefed main-fail : it continued to increafe, and blew
a ftorm for about thirty-fix hours, when it began to mo-
derate.

May 21. We made fail in the afternoon, with four
fhips in company ; and the next day in the evening were
joined by eighteen more. From that time to the 28th,
nothing remarkable happened : we had generally plea-
fant weather, but adverfe winds, We frequently vifited;

4 and
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and were much entertained with feeing grampufes, tur-

tles, bonetas, porpoifes, flying and other fith, common
in the Atlantic %,

May 28. We difcovered a large fail; fhe dire@ed her
courfe towards the eaft. We fuppofed her to be an

Englith man of war going exprefs. She carried three
top-gallant fails.

May 31. We {poke with a floop bound from Antigua
to London. She acquainted the commodore with the
agrecable news of his majefty’s forces at Guadaloupe
having reduced that whole ifland under fubje&ion to
the Britith government, The wind ftill continued un-
favourable. | |

June 5. We {poke with a {now from Carolina, which
informed the commodore; that a French frigate was
cruifing off the capes of Virginia. From that time to
the 11th, we had nothing remarkable, The wind was
generally from weft to north-weft, and there were fre-
quent fqualls with lightning, We faw {everal bonetas,
grampufes, albicores, and fifh of different kinds.

~ June xz. The water appeared difcoloured ; and we
concluded that we were upon the Banks of Newfound-
land : we caft the lead, but found no ground. The wea-
ther was thick and hazy. Nothing remarkable happened
from this time to the 3d of July: we had pleafant wea-

* See Appendix, N° 1,
B2 ther,
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ther, though now and then {qualls with lightning. We
fell in with feveral currents and had variable winds.

July 3. We bad fine weather, with a gentle breeze at
N. W. We were now, acccsding to the commodore’s
reckoning (which we afterward found to be true) about
fixty leagues from land. The air was richly fcented with
the fragrance of the pine-trees.

July 4. We faw a great many floops, from whence
we imagined that we were near the coaft. The wind
was at eaft-by-north. |

July 5. About fix in the morning we caught fome
green filh: upon this we founded, and found eighteen
tathom water. At ten we difcovered land, which proved
to be Cape Charles; and about three hours afterward
failed through the capes into Chefapeak Bay. The com-
- modore took his leave to go upon a cruife; and at eight
in the evening we came to an anchor in York river, after
a tedious and difagreeable voyage of almoft ten weeks.

The next morning, having hired a chaife at York, a
{mall inconfiderable town, I went to Williamfburg,
about twelve miles diftant. The road is exceedingly
pleafant, through fome of the fineft tobacco plantations*

n

% The tobecco growing upon York
river, is ecftcemed fuperior to any other
in North America; particularly that
which is raifed upon the plantations be-
longing to colonel Edward Digegs, which
3 faid to have a flavour excelling all others,

Of the prowth of one plantation, diftin-
guifhed from the reft, the tobacco is in fuch
high eftimation, that colonel Diggs puts
upon every hogfhead in which it is packed,
the initials of his name; and it is from
thence called the E, D, tobacco, and fells

for
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in North-America, with a beautiful view of the river
and woods of great extent,

Williarnfburg is the capital of Virginia: it is fituated
between two creeks ; one falling into James, the other
into York river ; and is built nearly due eaft and weft.
The diftance of each landing-place is fomething more
than a mile from the town ; which, with the difadvan-
tage of not being able to bring up large veflels, is the
reafon of its not having increafed fo faft as might have
been expedted. It confifts of about two hundred houfes,
does not contain more than one thoufand fouls, whites
and negroes ; and is far from being a place of any con-
fequence. It is regularly laid out in parallel ftreets, in-
terfeted by others at right angles; has a handfome
{quare in the center, through which runs the principal

for a proportionably higher price. SOme
time ago, colonel Digos having a tract of
land, feemingly of the fame quality, and
under the fame expofure and afpect as the
f]antaﬁon producing the E. D. tobacco,

from which it was feparated only by a -

{mall rill of water, he dire€ted it to be
planted; and as the prﬂauce Wwas appa;
rently fimilar in quality, colour, flavour,
and every other particular, he thought
himfelf warranied to delineate E. D. upon
the hogfheads in which it was packed.
Accordingly, it was fent to market with
this recommendatory mark or token, But
fome time after, he received a letter from
his factor or merchant in Liondon, inform-

ing him that his infpetor or agent, had
been guilty of fome great overfight or
ei'rnr, as the tobacco contained in certain
calks, which he fpecified, though marked
with E. D. was of a different and very“in-
ferior quality to that commodity 3 and that
if the fame fault thould be again committed,
it would ruin the reputation and fale of the’
E. D. tobacco. It is to be obferved, that
the foil or mould had been carefully ana-
lifed and examined previous to its being
planted ; and that not the fmalleft difference
could be perceived between that of the old
and new plantation, The experiment, it
will eafily be believed, was not repeated,

-

ftreet,
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ftreet, one of the moft {pacious in North America, three
quarters of a mile in length, and above a hundred fect
wide. At the oppolite ends of this ftreet are two public
buildings, the college and the capitol : and although the
houfes are of wood, covered with fhingles *, and but in-
differently built, the whole makes a handiome appear-
ance. There are few public edifices that deferve to be
taken notice of ; thofe, which 1 have mentioned, are the
principal ; and they are far from being magnificent,
The governor’s palace 1s tolerably good, one of the beft
upon the continent; but the church, the prifon, and
the other buildings, are all of them extremely indifferent.
The ftreets are not paved, and are confequently very
dufty, the {oil hereabout confifting chiefly of fand : how-
ever, the fituation of Williamiburg has one advantage,
which few or no places in thefe lower parts have ; that
of being free from molquitoes. Upon the whole, it is
an agreeable refidence; there are ten or twelve gentle-
men's families conftantly refiding in it, befides mer-
chants and tradefmen: and at the times of the affem-
blies, and general courts, it is crowded with the gentry
of the country: on thofe occalions there are balls and
other amufements; but as {foon as the bufinefs is finifhed,

they return to their plantations; and the town is ina
manner deferted .

* Thele are formed in the fhape of tiles, vernment has been removed to Richmond,

and are generally made of white cedar orof 2 town fituated juft below the falls of James
cy prefs. river,
4+ Since the revolution, the {eat of go-

The



VIR GI NI A ”

The fituation of Virginia (according to Evans’s map) is
between the 36th and 4oth degree of north lat. and about
76 degrees weft long. from London*. It is bounded on
the north by the river Potowmac, on the eaft by the At-
lantic’ Ocean, by Carolina on the fouth, and, to include
only what is inhabited, by the great Alleghenny on the
welt,

The climate is extremely fine, though fubje& to vio-
lent heats in the fummer: Farenheit’s thermometer being
_generally for three months from 85 to g5 degrees high.
The other {eafons, however, make ample amends for this
inconvenience : for the autumns and {prings are delight-
ful; and the winters are fo mild and ferene (though there
are now and then exceflively cold days) as {carcely to-
require a fire. The only complaint that a perfon can
reafonably make, is, of the very fudden changes to which
the weather is liable ; for this being intirely regulated by
the winds, 1s exceedingly variable. Southerly winds are
produdive of heat, northerly of cold, and eafterly of
rain ; whence 1t 1s no uncommon thing for the thermo-
meter to fall many degrees in a very few hours; and,
after a warm day, to have {uch fevere cold, as to frecze

* Mr. Ebeling, of Hambu-gh, ina note  is miftaken, for the lateft and beft maps
to the Germzn tranflation of this work, generally agree with Mr. Evans ia regard
fays, & Virginia is fituated between 37 and  to the fituation he has given to this coun-~
¢“ 40 degrees of porth lattude, and ex- try; at leaft, they approximate nearer to

“ tends from 77 to 81 degrees weft longi~  the account here given than to that of
« tude from London;”’ but I believe he Mr, Ebeling,

CVCY
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over a river a mile broad in one night’s time *, In fum-
mer there are frequent and violent gufts, with thunder
and lightning ; but as the country is very thinly inha-
bited, and moft of the gentry have eleétrical rods to their
houfes, they are not attended with many fatal accidents.
Now and then, indeed, fome of the negroes lofe their
lives ; ‘and it 1s not uncommon 1n the woods, to fee trees
torn and riven to pieces by their fury and violence. A
remarkable circumftance happened fome years ago at
York, which is well attefted: a perfon ftanding at his
door during a thunder guft, was unfortunately killed ;
there was an intermediate tree at {fome diftance, which
was ftruck at the fame time; and when they came to
examine the body, they found the tree delineated upon
Part of the body was livid, but that
which was covered by the tree was of its natural co-
lour f.

I believe no -country has mare certainly proved the
efficacy of ele@trical rods, than this: before the difcovery
of them, thefe gufts were frequently produ&ive of melan-
choly confequences; but now it is rare to hear of fuck

it in miniature.

+ I have related this circumftance upon
the authority of the honourable John Blatr,
Prefident of the Council of Virginia,
who mentioned it as a well-known faét:
but it appears fo improbable and unphilo-

* On the 1g9th of December, 1759,
being upon a vifit to colonel Wathington,
at Mount-Vernon, upon the river Potow-
mac, where the river is two miles broad,
I was greatly furprifed to find it intirely

fromen over in the fpace of one ni éhf,‘, when
the preceding day had been mild and tempe-
ratey :

fophical, that I do not pledge myfelf for
the truth of it,

a
- g - L n"‘!
.

* ' *
. Fr H -

- Inftances.
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inftances. It is obfervable that no houfe was ever firuck,
where they were fixed : and although it has frequently
happened. that the rods themfelves have been melted, or
broken to pieces, and the houfes {corched or difcoloured
along the fides of them, which manifefted that they had
received the ftroke, but that the quantity of lightning
was too great to be carried oft by the conductor, yet
never has any misfortune happened ; fuch a direétion
having been given to the lightning, as to prevent any
danger or ill confequence. Thefe circumftances, one
would imagine, (hould induce every perfon to get over
thofe prejudices which many have entertained ; and to
confider the negle@, rather than the ufe, of them as cri-
minal, fince they feem to be means put into our hands
by Providence, for our fafety and prote&ion. 1

The {oil of Virginia is in general good. There are
barrens where the lands produce nothing but pine-trees ;
but taking the whole tra& together, it is certainly fertile.
The low grounds upon the rivers and creeks are exceed-
ingly rich, being loam intermingled with fand : and the
higher you go up into the country, towards the moun-
tains, the value of the land increafes ; for it grows more
ftrong, and confifts of a deeper clay.

Virginia, in its natural ftate, produces great quantities
of fruits and medicinal plants, with trees and flowers of
infinitely various kinds. Tobacco and Indian corn are

the original produce of the country; likewife the pigeon-
C berry,
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berry, and rattle-fnake-root fo efteemed in all ulcerous
and pleuritical complaints : grapes, ftrawberries, hiccory
nuts, mulberries, chefnuts, and feveral other fruits, grow
wild and {pontaneoufly.

~ Befides trees and flowers of an ordinary nature, the
weods produce myrtles, cedars, cyprefies, fugar-trees, firs
of different forts, and no lefs than feven or eight kinds
of oak ; they are likewife adorned and beautified with
red-flowering maples, faflatras-trees, dog-woods, acacias,
red-buds, {carlet-flowering chefnuts, fringe-trees, flower-
ing poplars, umbrellas, magnolias, yellow jafamines, cha-
meedaphnes, pacoons, atamufco-lilies, May-apples, and
innumerable other {orts ; {o that one may reafonably ai-
{fert that no country ever appeared with greater elegance
or beauty *, |

Not to notice too the almoft numberlefs creeks and
rivalets which every where abound, it is watered by four
large rivers of {uch fafe navigation, and fuch noble and
majeftic appearance, as cannot be exceeded, perhaps, in
the whole known world.

James river, which was formerly called Powhatan,
from its having been the feat of that emperor, is {even
miles broad at the mouth, navigable to the falls (above
150 miles) for veflels of large burden, and thence to the
mountains for {mall craft and canoes,

* See Appendix, N° 1.

The
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 The falls are in length about fix or feven miles ; they
confift of innumerable breaks of water, owing to the ob-
firucion of the current by an infinite number of rocks,
which are {cattered over the bed of the river ; and form
a moft picturefque and beautiful cafcade.

The honourable colonel Byrd has a {mall place called
Belvedere, upon a hill at the lower end of thefe falls, as
romantic and elegant as any thing I have ever feen, It
is fituated very high, and commands a fine profpe& of
the river, which is half a mile broad, forming catarad@s in
the manner above deicribed ; there are feveral little
iflands {cattered carelefsly about, very rocky, and covered
with trees ; and two or three villages * in view at a’ {mall
diftance. Over all thefle you difcover a prodigious extent
of wildernefs, and the river winding majeftically along
through the midft of it. | ~

York river, for about forty miles, to a place called
Weit Point, is confined in one channel about two miles
broad : it flows in a very dire& courfe, making but one
angle, and that an inconfiderable one, during the whole
way. At Weft Pount it forks, and divides itfelf into two
branches ; the {outhward called Pamunky ; the north-
ward Mattapony : each of thefe branches, including the
windings and meanders of the river, is navigable feventy
or eighty miles, and a confiderable way of this fpace for
Jarge fhips. |

* Amongft the refty Richmond, the prefent feat of govermment,

C 2 The
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The Rappahannoc is navigable to the falls, which are
a mile above Fredericlburg, and about 110 from the
pay, Veflels of large burden may come up to this
. place; and {mall craft and canoces may be carried up
much higher.

The Potowmac is one of the fineft rivers in North
America: 1t1s* ten miles broad at the mouth, navigable
above 200 miles, to Alexandria, for men of wary and, al-
lowing tor a few carrying places, for canoes above 200
farther, to the very branches of the Ohio. Colonel Bouquet,
a Swifs gentleman in the Royal Americans, came down this
autumn from Fort Cumberland + to Shenando with very
little difficulty ; whence to the great falls, I have been
told, a navigation might eafily be effeted : f{o that this
river {eems to promife to be of as great confequence as any
in North America,

In all thele rivers the tide flows as far as the falls, and
at Alexandria it rifes between two and three feet. They
difcharge themfelves into Chefapeak Bay, one of the fineft
in the world, which runs-a great way up the country into
Maryland ; is from ten to tweniy miles broad; navigable

2 T'he Potowsmac, according to Mr. Jef-
ferfon, is oniyy % miles broad 2t its mouth,
and perhaps his account may be founded
upon better authority than my own., I
had no opportunity of afcertaining the
f&, and the fatement which I have made
refts intirely upon the credibility of thofe

Virginian gentlemen. who faroured me

with the information, and who, I am per-
{fuaded, did not intentionally miflead me;
chough it is poflible they might be miftaken,

t The diftance from Fort Cumberland
to Shenando is above 100 miles; from
Shenando to the great falls about 60; and
from the great falls to Alexandria about 17
or 18,

1near
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near a hundred leagues for veflels of almoft any burden ;
and receives into its bofom at leaft twenty great rivers.

Thefe waters are ftored with incredible quantities of
fith, fuch as theeps-heads, rock-fith, drums, white pearch,
herrings, oyfters, crabs, and feveral other jorts. Sturgeon
and fhad are in fuch prodigious numbers, that one day,
within the {fpace of two miles only, fome gentlemen in
canoes, caught above 600 of the former with hooks,
which they let down to the bottom, and drew up at a
venture when they perceived them to rub againft a fith;
and of the latter above 5,000 have been caught at one
fingle haul of the {eine.

In the mountains there are very rich veins of ore ; fome
mines having been already opened which turn to oreat
account ; particularly Spotfwood’s iron mines upon the
Rappahannoc, out of which they {melt annually above
{ix hundred ton : anc onc of copper upon the Roanoke,
belonging to colonel Chifwell. This laft mentioned gen-
tleman is alfo going to try for lead upon {fome hunting
grounds belonging to the Indians, towards New River,
and the Green Briar ; where, it is faid, there is fine
ore, and in great plenty, lying above ground. Some coal
mines have alfo been opened upon James river near the
falls, which are likely to anfwer very well.

The forefts abound with plenty of game of various
kinds; hares, turkieés, pheafants, woodcocks, and par-

tridges, are in the greateft abundance. In the marfhes
are



14 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA.

are found forufes, a particular {pecies of bird, more ex-
quifitely delicious than the ortolan; fnipes alfo, and
ducks of varicus kinds. The American fhell-drake and
blue-wing exceed all of the duck kind whatfoever; and
thele are in prodigious numbers. In the woods there are
variety of birds remarkable both for finging and for
beauty ; of which are the mocking-bird, the red-bird or
nightingale, the blue-bird, the yellow-bird, the hum-
ming-bird ¥, the Baltimore bird, the fummer-duck, the
turtle, and feveral other {orts.

Infe@s and reptiles are almoft innumerable. The va-
tiety of butterflies is not greater than is that of the rich
and vivid colours with which each particular fpecies is
diftinguifhed and beautified; and {fuch is the number and
appearance of the fire-flies, that on a fummer’s evening
the whole air feems to glow and to be enlightened by
them. Several fnakes of this country are harmlefs and
beautiful ; fuch as the black fnake, the wampum-{nake,
the bead-fnake, the garter-{nake, and fome others: but

* The humming-bird 1s the fmalleft
.and moft beautiful of all the feathered race:

juices. T'he motion of their wings is incre-
dibly fwift, and produces a humming noife,

its colours are green, crimfon, and gold;
it lives chiefly by fuction upon the {weects
and eflences of flowers; and .nothing can
be more curious than to obferve numbers
of them in gardens, where there are honey-
fuckles or trumpet-flowers, flying from
flower to flower, putting their flender bills
nto every one, and fucking out the fweetelt

not unlike that of a laree humble bee,
They are frequently kept in cages, but fel-
dom live longer than two wmonths, The
food which is given them, is cither honey
or fugar, mixed with water. Repeated at-
tempts have been made to fend them alive to
England, but always without fuccefs.

the
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the rattle-fnake and vipers are exceedingly venomous and
deadly. There are two curious {pecies of frogs here:
one is called the bull-frog, which is prodigioufly large,
and makes {o loud a noife, that it may be heard at a great
diftance; the other is a {mall green frog, which {its upon
the boughs of trees, and is found in almoft every garden.

Of quadrupeds there are various kinds; {quirrels
of four or five different fpecies *, opoflums, racoons,
foxes, beavers, and deer: and in the deferts and unin-
habited parts, wolves, bears, panthers, elks or moofe
deer, buffaloes, mountain-cats, and various other forts.
Such are in general the natural productions of this coun-
try +.

Viewed and confidered as a fettlement, Virginia is far
from being arrived at that perfection of which it is capa-
ble. Not a tenth of the land is yet cultivated : and that
which is cultivated, is far from being {o in the moft ad-
It produces, however, confiderable
quantities of grain and cattle, and fruit of many kinds,

- vantageous manner.

* Of the feveral fpecies of fquirrels,
the ground and flying-fquirrels are much
the fmalleft and moft beautiful, The former
are of a dufky orange hue, {treaked with
black ; the latter grey or afh-coloured, and
elegantly formed, Thefe have a fpreading
or fan-tail, and two membranes adhering
to their fides; which, when they fpring
or ieap from a tree, they expand, and are
thereby enabled to fly through a confider-

3

able fpace. The former are of a very wild
nature ; but thefe may be cafily; and are fre-
quently tamed.—There is a fpecies of pole-
cat in this part of America, which is com-
monly called a fkunk. This animal, when
purfued, or aflailed by its encmy, ejedls its
urine ; which emits fuch a fetid and infup-
portable ftench, as almolt to ftifle and fuf-
focate whatever is within the reach of it.
+ See Appendix, N° I,

The
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The Virginian pork is faid to be fuperior in flavour to
any in the world ; but the fheep and horned cattle be-
ing {fmall and lean, the meat of them is inferior to that
of Great Britain, or indeed, of moft parts of Europe.
The horfes are fleet and beautiful ; and the gentlemen
of Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horfe-racing,
have {pared no expence or tiouble to improve the breed
of them by importing great numbers from England.

The fruits introduced here from Europe {ucceed ex-
tremely well ; particularly peaches, which have a very
fine flavour, and grow in fuch plenty as to {erve to feed
the hogs in the autumn of the year. Their blofloms in
the {pring make a beautiful appearance throughout the
country. |

Virginia is divided into fifty-two counties, and {feventy-
{even parifhes, and by a& of aflembly there ought to be
forty-four towns * ; but one half of thefe have not more
than five houfes ; and the other half are little better than
inconfiderable villages, This is owing to the cheapnefs
of land, and the commodiouinefs of navigation: for every
perfon may with eafe procure a {mall plantation, can fhip
lis tobacco at his own door, and live independent.
When the colony fhall come to be more thickly feated,
and fand grow dear, people will be obliged to follow
trades and manufa@ures, which will neceflarily make

% Thefe numbers have begn fince greatly increafed.

towns
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towns and large cities'; but this feems remote, and not
likely to happén for fome centuries.

The inhabitants are {uppoled to be in number between
two and three hundred thoufand. There are a hundred
and five thoufand ‘tythe'ab_les,‘ under which denomination
are included all white'males from fixteen to fixty; and
all negroes whatfoever within the fame age. The former
are ‘obliged to ferve in the militia, and amount to forty
thoufand. | |

 The trade of this colony is large and extenfive. To-
bacco is the principal article of it.  Of this they export
annually between fifty and fixty thoufand hogfheads, each
hog{lhicad weighing eight hundred or a thoufand weight :
fome years they export much more *. They fhip alfo for
the Madeiras, the Streights, and the Weft-Indies, feveral
articles, {fuch as grain, pork, lumber, and cyder: to Great
Britain, bar-iron, indigo, and a fmall quantity of ginfeng, .
though of an inferior quality ; and they clear out one
year with another about + ton of thipping.

Their manufa&uresare very inconfiderable. They make
a kind of cotton-cloth, with which they clothe themfelves
in’ common, and call after the name of their country;
and fome inconfiderable quantities of linen, hofe, and
other trifling articles : but nothing to deferve attention.

The government is a royal one: the legiflature confift-

* In the year 1758, it is faid that feventy thoufand bogtheads were exported,
+ Sve Appendix, N° 2,

D Ing
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ing of a governor appointed by the king; a council of
twelve perfons, under the fame nomination ; and a houfe

of burgefles, or reprefentatives, of a hundred and eight
or ten members, ele&ed by the people; two for each
county, and one for each of the following places, viz. the
College of William and Mary, James-town, Norfolk-
borough, and Williamfburg. Each branch hasa negative.
“All laws, in order to be permanent, muft have the king’é
approbation ; nor may any be enacted, which are repug-
nant to the laws of Great Britain.

The courts of judicature are either county, or general
courts. 'The county courts are held monthly in each
county, at a place afligned for that purpofe, by the jul-

tices thereof ; four of them making a quorum. They are

appointed by the governor, and take cognizance of all
caufes, at common law, or in chancery, within their re-
{petive counties, except criminal ones, punifhable with
lofs ot lite, or member. ~ This power they are not per- -
mitted to exercife except over negroes and f{laves, and
then not without a fpecial commiffion from the governor
for each particular purpofe *. The general court is held

twice

* How ncceffary it may be that they ¢ by law punifhable by death, or lofs of
fhould have fuch a power, even in this cafe, < member, fhall be committed to the
I will not pretend to fay ; but the law which ¢« county gaol, and the fheriff of the county
transfers it to them feems fo inconfiftent ¢ fhall forthwith certify fuch commitment,
with the natural rights of mankind, that 1« with the caufe thereof, to the governor,
cannot but in pity to humanity recite it. ¢« or commander in chief, who mayiffue a

“ Every flave committing any offcnce; ¢ commiflion of oyer and terminer to fuch

3 ¢ perfons
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twice a year at Williamfburg. It confifts of the governor
and council, any five of which make a court. They hear
and determine all caufes whatfoever, ecclefiaftical or
civil, and fit four and twenty days: the firft five of thefe
are for hearing and determining fuits in chancery appeals
from the decrees of the county or inferior courts in chan-
cery ; and writs of fuperfedeas to fuch decrees, The
other days are for trying {uits or profecutions in behalf
of the king; and all other matters depending in the faid
court : appeals are allowed to the king in council, in
cales of gool. fterling value, The governor has a power
of pardoning criminals in all cafes, except of treafon or
murder : and then he can only reprieve till he knows the
king’s pleafure.

The eftablifhed religion is that of the church of Eng-
land ; and there are very few Diflenters of any denomi-
nation in this province. There areat prefent between fixty
and feventy clergymen; men in general of {ober and ex-
emplary lives. They have each a glebe of two or three

hundred acres of land, a houfe, and a {falary eftablifhed

&« perfons as he fhall think fit, which per-
« {ons, forthwith after the receipt of fuch
« commifiion, fhall caule the offender to

« pregnant circumftances as to them fhall
“ feem convincing, without the folemnity of
“ g jury, and the offender being found

« be publicly arraigned and tried at the
« court-houfe of the faif county, and take
« for cvidence the confeflion of the of-
«t fender, the oath of one or more credible
« witnefies, or fuch teftimony of negroes,
¢ maulattees, or Indians, bond or free, with

¢ guilty, fhall pafs fuch judgment upor: him
« or her as the law dire€ts for the like
“ crimes, and on fuch judgment award
« exccution.”’ |

Mercer’s Abridgment of the Virginian
Laws, p. 342

D 2
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by law of 16,000 weight of tobacco, with an allowance
of 1,700 more for {hrinkage. This is delivered to them
in hogfheads ready packed for exportation, at the moft
convenient warchoufe, The prefentation of livings is in
the hands of the veftry; whichis a Tﬁanding body of
twelve members, invefted with the {ole power of raifing
levies, fettling the repairs of the church, and regulating
other parochial bufinefs. They were originally ele@ted
by the people of the {feveral parifhes ; but now fill up va-
cancies themfelves. If the veftry does not prefent to a
living in lefs than twelve months, 1t laples to the gO-
vernor. 'The diocefan 1s the bithop of London ; who
‘has a power of appointing a commifiary to prefide over,
and convene the clergy on particular occafions; and to
cenfure, or even fufpend them, in cafes of negle@ or im-
morality. His falary is 1001, fterling per annum ; and
he is genrzfally of the council, which is of equal emolu-
ment to him *.

An unhappy difagreement has lately arifen between the
clergy and the laity, which, it is to be feared, may be of
{erious confequence. The caufe of it was this, To-
bacco being extremely {carce from a general failure of
the crop, the affembly paffed an a& to oblige the clergy
and all public officers to receive their flipends in money

* The commiffary is commonly prefi-. parifh, which render him about 350l a
dent of the college, and has the parifh of  year: {o that his annual income is between
Williawfburg, or foime other lucrative 5 and 6ool.

inftead
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inftead of tobacco. This the clergy remonftrated againft,
alledging the hardfhip.of being obliged to take a fmall
price for their tobacco, when it bore an extravagant one;
feeing they never had any kind of compenfation allowed,
when it was {o plentiful as to be almoft a drug., They
{fent over an agent to England, and the law was re-
pealed. This greatly exafperated. the pcople; and fuch
is their mutual animofity at this time, that, I fear, 1t will
not eafily fubfide, or be forgotten.

With regard to the law in queftion, it was certainly a
very hard one ; and I doubt whether, upon principles of
free government, it can be juftified ; or whether the af-
{fembly can legally interpofe any farther, than, in cafes of
neceflity, to oblige the clergy to receive their falaries in
money inftead of tobacco, at the current price of to-
bacco. They may, I am perfuaded, in cafes of exigency,
always make, and might then have made, fuch a law,
withoutany confiderable detriment tothe colony : for, fup-
pofing the price of tobacco to be, what it was at that time,
about fifty thillings currency per hundred, what would
the whole fum be, were the clergy to be paid ad valorem ?
Not 20,0c0l. fterling. There are in Virginia, as I ob-
ferved before, about fixty-five clergymen: cach of thefe
is allowed 16,000 weight of tobacco; which, at the
rate of fifty fhillings currency per hundred, amounts to
4001, 3 400l, multiplied by 65, 15 equal to 26,000;
whicl, allowing 40 per cent. difcount, the difference. of

exchange,
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exchange, is about 18,571 1. fterling. Now what is this
fum to fuch a colony as Virginia ¢ But to this it will be
{aid, perhaps, why fhould the clergy be gainers in a time
of public diftrefs, when every one elfe is a fufferer ? The
clergy will doubtlefs reply, and why f(hould the clergy
be the only {ufferers in plentiful {eafons, when all but
them{elves are gainers 7 However, as on the one hand I
difapprove of the proceedings of the affembly in this. af-
fair; fo, on the other, I cannot approve of the fteps
which were taken by the clergy : that violence of tem-
per; that difrelpectful behaviour towards the governor ;
that unworthy treatment of their commifiary; and, to
mention nothing elfe, that confufion of proceeding in the
convention, of which fome, though not the majority, as
has been invidioufly reprefented, were guilty; thefe
things were furely unbecoming the facred charater they
are invefted with; and the moderation of thofe perfons,
who ought in all things to imitate the condu& of their
divine Mafter. 1If, inftead of flying out in inve&ives
againft the legiflature ; of accufing the governor of hav-
ing given up the caufe of religion by pafling the bill j
when, in fa&t, had he reje@ed it, he would never have

been able to have got any {upplies during the courfe of -
the war, though ever fo much wanted ; 1if, inftead of

charging the commiffary with want of zeal for having

cxhorted them to moderate meafures, they had followed

the prudent councils of that excellent man, and bad

acted
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aced with more temper and moderation, they might, I
am perfuaded, in a very fhort time, have obtained any
redrefs they could reafonably have defired. The people
in general were extremely well affeéted towards the
clergy, and had exprefled their regard for them in {everal
inflances; they were fenfible, moreover, that their fala-
ries were too {canty to fupport them with dignity, and
there had been fome talk about raifing them : had the
clergy therefore, before they applied to England, only
offered a memorial to the aflembly, fetting forth that
they thought the a& extremely bard upon them, as
their falaries were {fmall ; and that they hoped the affem-
bly would take their cafe into confideration, and enable
them to live with that decency which became their cha-
racter; I am perfuaded, from the knowledge which I have

of the people in general, and from repeated converfations
with {everal members of the affembly, that they might

have obtained almoft any thing they could have withed ;,
if not, they undoubtedly would have had reafon to ap-
peal. But, inftead of this, without applying to the af-
{fembly for relief, after the a was pafled, (for before, in-
deed, fome of them did apply to the {peaker in private)
they flew out into the  moft violent invedtives, imme-
diately fent over an agent to England, and appealed to
his majefty in council. The refult has been already re-

lated.
The progrefs of arts and {ciences in this colony has
been
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been very inconfiderable: the college of William and
Mary is the only public place of education, and this has
by no means anfwered the defign of its inflitution. It
has a foundation for a prefident and fix profeffors. The
bufinefs of the prefident is'to fuperintend the whole, and
to read four theological leQures annually. He has a
handfome houfe to live in, and 200l. fterling per an-
num. The profeflor of the Indian {chool has 60 1. fter-
ling, and a houfc alfo; his bufinefs is to inftruét the In-
dians 1n reading, writing, and the principles of the
Chriftian religion : this pious inftitution was fet on foot
and promoted by the excellent Mr. Boyle *.  The pro-
feffor of humanity has the care of inftru&ing the ftudents
in claffical learning : he has an ufher or affiftant under
him. The four other profeffors teach moral philofophy,
metaphyfics, mathematics, and divinity. Fach of the
profeffors has apartments in the college, and a falary of
about 801, per annum.+ The prefent chancellor of the
college is the bithop of London.

From what has been faid of this colony, 1t will not be
difficult to form an idea of the character I of its inhabi-

tants,

* See Appendix, N° 3. complifhments, to whom the following
t Tney have fiuce been raifed, I believes;  defeription is by no means applicable.
to 1001, Amongft others, I cannot refift the in-

1 General charadlers are always liable  clination of mentioning George With
to many exceptions. In Virginia, [ have Efquire, wto, to a perfedt knowledge of the
had tae plealure to know feveral gentle-  Greek lan:uage, which was tauzht bim by

men adorned with many virtues and ac-  his mother in the back woouds, and of the
ancient,
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tants, The climate and external appearance of the
country coxifpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-
natured 3 extremely fond of fociety, and much gif!en (o
convivial pleafures. In confequence of this, they {cldom
{how any {pirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves wil-
lingly to fatigue. Their authority over their flaves ren-
ders them vain and imperious, and intire ftrangers to
that elegance of fentiment, which is fo peculiarly cha-
racteriftic of refined and polifhed nations. Their igno-
rance of mankind and of learning, expofes them to many
errors and prejudices, efpecially in regard to Indians and
Negroes, whom they {carcely confider as of the human
{pecies 3 fo that it is almoft impoffible, in cafes of vio-
lence, or even murder, committed upon thofe unhappy
people by any of the planters, to have the delinquents
brought to juftice: for either the grand jury refufe to
find the bill, or the petit jury bring in their verdi&, not
guilty *, -

The

ancient, particularly the Platonic philofo-
phy, had joined fuch a profound reverence
for the Supreme Being, fuch refpect for
the divine laws, fuch philanthrepy for man-
kind, fuch fimplicity of manners, and fuch
inflexible rectitude and integrity of prin-
ciple, as would have dignified a\Roman
fenator, even in the moft virtuous times of
the republic.—This zentleman is, J be-
lieve, {till living,

* There are two laws In this colony,

which make it almoft impoflible to convict
a planter, or white man, of the death of a
Negroe or Indian. By the firft it is cna@-
ed, that ¢ if any flave fhall die by reafon
“ of any {troke or blow, given in correc-
“ tion by his or her owner, or by reafon
“ of any accidental blow whatfoever, given
“ by fuch owner ; no perfon concerned
¢ fuch correction, or accidental homicide,
¢ {hall undergo any profecution or punifh-
“ ment for the fame ; unlefs, upon exami-

E ¢ nation
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been very inconfiderable: the college of William and
Mary is the only public place of education, and this has
by no means anfwered the delign of its inflitution. Tt
has a foundation for a prefident and fix profeffors. The
bufinefs of the prefident is to {fuperintend the whole, and
to read four theological le@ures annually. He has a
handfome houfe to live in, and 200l. flerling per an-
num. The profeffor of the Indian {chool has 60 1. fter-
ling, and a houfc alfo; his bufinefs is to inftru& the In-
dians in reading, writing, and the principles of the
Chriftian religion : this pious inflitution was fet on foot
and promoted by the excellent Mr. Boyle *.  The pro-
feffor of humanity has the care of inftruding the ftudents
in claflical learning : he has an ufher or afliftant under
him. The four other profeflors teach moral philofophy,
metaphyfics, mathematics, and divinity. Fach of the
profeffors has apartments in the college, and a falary of
about 801, per annum.4 The prefent chancellor of the
college 1s the bifthop of London.

From what has been faid of this colony, it will not be
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VIRGINTIA

23

tants, 'T'he climate and external appearance of the
country corifpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-
natured ; extremely fond of fociety, and much given to
convivial pleafures. In confequence of this, they feldom
{how any {pirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves wil-
lingly to fatigue. ‘Their authority over their {flaves ren-
ders them vain and imperious, and intire ftrangers to
that elegance of fentiment, which is fo peculiarly cha-
ra&eriftic of refined and polifhed nations. Their igno-
rance of mankind and of learning, expofes them to many
errors and prejudices, efpecially in regard to Indians and
Negroes, whom they {carcely confider as of the human
{pecics ; {o that it is almoft impoflible, in cafes of vio-
lence, or even murder, committed upon thofe unhappy
people by any of the planters, to have the delinquents
brought to juftice: for either the grand jury refufe to
find the bill, or the petit jury bring in their verdi&, not
guilty *,

The

ancient, particularly the Platonic philofo-
phy, had joined fuch a profound reverence
for the Supreme Being, fuch refpelt for
the divine laws, fuch philanthropy for man-
kind, fuch fimplicity of manners, and fuch
inflexible rectitude and integrity of prin-
ciple, as would have dignified a\Roman
{enator, even in the moft virtuous times of
the republic.—This gentleman is, I be-
lieve, ftill living.

* There are two laws in this colony,

which make it almoft impofiible to convict
a planter, or white man, of the death of a
Negroe or Indian. By the firft it is enaQ-
ed, that ¢ if any flave fhall die by reafon
“ of any {troke or blow, given in correc-
“ tion by his or her owner, or by reafon
“ of any accidental blow whatfoever, given
« by fuch owner; no perfon concerned
¢ fuch corretion, or accidental homicide,
“ fhall undergo any profecution or punifh-
“ ment for the fame ;3 unlefs, upon exami-

E ¢ nation
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The difplay of a chara@er thus conftituted, will na-
turally be in adts of extravaganc*e, oftentation, and a dif-
regard of ceconomy ; it is not extraordinary, therefore,
that the Virginians out-run their incomes ; and that hav-
ing involved themfelves in difficulties, they are frequently
tempted to raife money by bills of exchange, which they
know will be returned protefted, with 1o per cent. in-
tereft *.

‘The public or political chara&er of the Virginians,

« nation before the county court, it fhall
¢ be proved by the oath of one lawful and
« credible witnefs, at Jeaft, that fuch flave
« was killed wilfully,. malicioufly, and
« defignedly; nor fhall any perfon in-
« dited for the murder of a flave,and upon
¢ trial found guilty only of manflaughter,
“ incur any forfeiture or punifhment for
«“ fuch offence or misfortune.”” See Mer-
cer’s Abridgment, p. 345. By the fecond,
« No Nearoe, Mulatto, or Indian, can be
“ admitt=d into any court, or before any
“ mugiftrate, to be {worn as a witnels, or
« oive evidence in any caufe whatfozver,
« except upon the trial of a flave for a ca-
« pital offence.”” Mercer’s Abridgment,
p. 410.

# By an a&t of affembly, if any bill of
exchange is drawn for the payment of any
fum of money, and fuch bill is protefted
for non-acceptance or non-payment, it
carries intereft from the date thereof, afier
the rate of 10 per cent, per annum, uatil
the money be fully fatisfied and paid.

A very curious anecdote relative to this

law was mentioned to me at William{burg,
of which I am perfuaded the reader will ex-
cufe the relation.— An ufurer, not fatisfied
with 51. per cent, legal intereft, refufed to
advance a fum of money to a gentlemas,
unlefs, by way of fecurity, he would give
him a bill of exchange that fhould be re-
turned protefted, by which he would be
intitled to 10 per cent, The gentleman,
who had immediate occafion for the money,
drew a bill upon a capital merchant in
London, with whom he had never had any
tranfaction, or carried on the leaft corre-
{pondence, The merchant, on the receipt
of the bill, obferving the name of the
drawer, very reaaily honoured ity knowing
the gentleman to be a perfon of great pro-
perty, and concluding that he meant to
enter into correfpondence with hims The
ufurer upon this became intitled to only
5l per cent. He was exceedingly en-
raged, therefore, at being, as he fuppofed,
thus tricked : and complained very heavily
to the gentleman of his having given him
a good bill inftead of a bad one.

correfponds

™~
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correfponds with their private one : they are haughty and
jealous of their liberties, impatient of reftraint, and can
{carcely bear the thougﬁt of being controuled by any
{fuperior power. Many of them confider the colonies as
independent fiates, not conne@ed with Great Britain,
otherwife than by having the fame common king, and
being bound to her by natural affetion. There are but
few of them that have a turn for bufinefs, and even thofe
are by no means expert at it. I have known them, upon
a very urgent occafion, vote the relief of a garrifon, with-
out once confidering whether the thing was practicable,
when it was moftevidently and demonftrably otherwife *.
In matters of commerce they are ignorant of the necelf-
fary principles that muft prevail between a colony and
the mother country; they think it a hardfhip not to have
an unlimited trade to every part of the world. They

¥ The garrifon here alluded to, was that
of Fort Loudoun, in the Cherckee coun-
try, confifting of a lieutenant, and about
fifty men. This unfortunate party being
befieged by the Cherokee Indians, and re-
duced to the laft extremity, fent off runners
to the governors of Virginia and Carolina,
imploring immediate fuccour ; adding, that
it was impoflible for them to hold out above
twenty days longer. The aflembly of
Virginia, commiferating their unhappy
fituation, very readily voted a confiderable
fum for their relief. With this, troops
were to be levied; were to rendezvous
upon the rontiers 200 miles diftant from

William{burg ; were afterward to proceed
to the fort 200 miles farther through a wil-
dernefls, where there was no road, no ma-
grazines, no pofts, either to fhelter the fick,
or cover a retreat in cafe of any difafter ; fo
that the unfortunate garrifon might as ef-
feCtually have been fuccoured from the
moon. I he author taking notice of thefe

difficulties to one of the members, he
frankly replied, « Iaith, it is truc: but
“ we have had an opportunity at leaft of
« fhowing our loyalty,”” In a few days
after arrived the melancholy news, that this
unfortunate party was intirely cut off,

E 2 confider
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- confider the duties upon their ftaple as injurious only to
themfelves ; and it is utterly impofiible to perfuade them
that they afleét the confumer alfo. However, to do them.
juftice, the fame {pirit of generofity prevails here which
does in their private chara&er ; they never refule any ne-
ceffary {upplies for the fupport of government when called
upon, and are a generous and loyal people.

The women are, generally {peaking, handfome, though
not to be compared with our fair country-women in
England. They have but few advantages, and confe~
quently are {feldom accomplifhed ; this makes them re-
{erved, and unequal to any interefting or refined conver-
fation. 'They are immoderately fond of dancing, and
indeed 1t 15 almoft the only amufement they partake
of : but cven in this they difcover want of tafte and
clegance, and feldom appear with that gracefulnefs and
cafe, which thefe movements are calculated to difplay.
Towards the clofe of an evening, when the company are
pretty well tired with country dances, it is ufual to dance
jiggs ; a practice originally borrowed, I am informed,
from the * Negroes, Thefe dances are without method
or regularity : a gentleman and lady ftand up, and dance
about the room, one of them retiring, the other purfuing,
then perhaps meeting, in an irregular fantaftical manner.
After {fome time, another lady gets up, and then the firft

* The author ha: fince had an oppor- Italy. The trefcone of the Tufcans is very,
tunity of obferving fomething fimilar in  like the jiggs of the Virginians,

A lady
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lady muft fit down, fhe being, as they term it, cut out:
the fecond lady ac&ts the fame part which the firft did,
till fomebody cuts her out. The gentlemen perform in
the fame manner. The Virginian ladies, excepting thefe
amufements, and now and then going upon a party of
pleafure into the woods to partake of a barbacue *, chiefly
{pend their time in {ewing and taking care of their fami-
lies: they feldom read, or endeavour to improve their
minds ; however, they are in general good houfewives ;
and though they have not, I think, quite {fo much ten-
dernefs and {enfibility as the Englith ladies, yet they make
as good wives, and as good mothers, as any in the world.

It is hard to determine, whether this colony can be
called flourithing, or not: becaufe though it produces
great quantities of tobacco and grain, yet there feem to
be very few improvements carrying on in it, Great part
of Virginia is a wildernefs, and 'as many of the gentlemen
are in pofleflion of immenlfe tra&@s of land, it is likely to
continue fo. A {pirit of enterprize is by no means the
turn of the colony, and therefore few attempts have been

® Monf, de Willd, in his French tranf-
lation of thefe travels, makes the following
obfervation upon the word, Barbacue.

« Cet amufement barbare confifte a
¢ fouetter les porcs jufqu’ a la mort, pour
« en rendre la chair plus delicate. Jene
¢« fache pas que les cannibales meme le
€ pratiquent.”

In juftice to the inhabitants of Virginia,

I muft beg leave to obferve, that fuch a
cruel and inhuman aét was unever, to my
knowledge at leaft, practifed in that country.
A barbacue is nothing more than a porket,
killed in the ufual way, ftuffed with fpices
and other rich ingredients, and bafted with
Madeira wine. 1t is efteemed a very great
delicacy ; and is, 1 believe, a coftly difh.

made
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made to force a trade ; which I think might eafily be
done, both tothe Weft Indies and the Ohio. They have
every thing neceflary for fuch an undertaking ; viz. lum-
ber, provifions, grain, and every other commodity, which
the other colonies, that fubfift and grow rich by thefe
means, make ufe of for exports ; but, inftead of this, they
have only a trifling communication with the Weft In-~
dies ; and as to the Ohio, they have {uffered themfelves,
notwithftanding the {uperior advantages they might enjoy
from having a water carriage almoft to the Yoghiogheny,
to neglet this valuable branch of commerce ; while the
induftrious Penfylvanians feize every opportunity, and
ftruggle with innumerable difhiculties, to {fecure it to
themfelves. The Virginians are content if they can but
live from day to day; they confine themfelves almoft in~
tirely to the cultivation of tobacco; and if they have but
enough of this to pay their merchants in London, and to
provide for their pleafures, they are fatisfied, and defire
nothing more. Some few, indeed, have been rather more
enterprifing, and have endeavoured to improve their
eftates by raifing indigo, and other {chemes : but whe-
ther it has been owing to the climate, to their inexpe-
rience in thefe matters, or their want of perfeverance, I
am unable to determine, but their fuccefs has not an-

{fwered their expe@ations.
The taxes of this colony are confiderable, and the

public debt amounts to at lealt 400,000l. currency;
this
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this they have been driven into by the war, having fel-
dom had lefs than a thoufand or fifteen hundred pro-
vincial troops in pay, exclufive of the expences of fome
forts. 'The ways and means employed for raifing the
money have been generally the fame: they have firft
made an emiflion of {fo much paper currency as the ex-
igency required, and then laid a tax for finking it.
This tax has been commonly upon lands and negroes,
two fhillings for every titheable ; and a fhilling or eigh-
teen-pence upon every hundred acres of land. This
mode of taxation has occaftoned fome divifions in the
houfe ; for the owners of large tracts being unable, per-
haps, to cultivate a tenth part of their poffeflions, and
every man’s real income arifing from the number of his
Negroes, have thought it very hard to pay a tax for what
they pretend is of no value to them: but much better
arguments may undoubtedly be urged in fupport of the
tax than againft 1t.

The taxes for the prefent debt are laid till the year
fixty-nine, when the whole, if they add nothing more to
it, will be dilcharged. The ufe of paper currency in
this colony has intirely banithed from it gold and filver.
Indeed the introduction of it was certain in time to pro-
duce this effe¢t; but left.it fhould not, the Virginians
fell into a meafure, which completed it at once: for by
an a& of aflembly they fixed the exchange between cur-

rency and fterling debts at five and twenty per cent. not
con-
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confidering that the real value of their currency could
only be regulated by itfelf. The confequence was, that
when from frequent emiffions, the difference of ex-
change between bills upon merchants in London and
currency, was 4.0 per cent. the difference between cur-
rency and fpecie® was only five and twenty. So that
the monied men colle@ted all the fpecie they could, fent
it to Philadelphia, where it paffed for its real value, pur-
chafed biils of exchange with it there, and fold them
again in Virginia with fifteen per cent. profit: and this
they continued to do till there was not a piftole or a dol-
lar remaining,

During my ftay in Virginia, I made {everal excurfions
into different parts of the country: one in particular to
the great falls of Potowmac; of which, as I expe&ed to
be highly entertained, I kept a journal,

I departed from Williamfburg, O&. 1. 1759, in com-
pany with another gentleman+; and we travelled that
day about forty miles, to a plantation } in King William
county ; beautifully f{ituated upon a high hill, on the
north fide of Pamunky river. A little below this place
ftands the Pamunky Indian town; where at prefent are

* Fixing the difference between cur-  She was at that time the mother of feven
rency and fterling debts, was, in reality, children, all living, The women in ge-
fixing 1t between currency and fpecie, neraly in this country, arrive at maturity

t+ Col. Bernard Moore, very early, Some are marriageable at

1 Belonging to Col. Symes. This gen-  eleven, many at thirteen, and the gene-
tleman’s lady, a very beautiful woman, was  rality at fourtcen or fifteen years of age.

faid to have juft attained her 21ft year.
the
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the few remains of that large tribe; the reft having
dwindled away through intemperance and difeafe. They
live in little wigwams or cabins upon the river ; and have
a verjr fine tra@ of land of about 2000 acres, which they
are reftrained from alienating by a& of aflembly. Their
employment is chiefly hunting or fithing, for the neigh-
bouring gentry. They commonly drefs like the Vir-
ginians, ard I have {fometimes miftaken them for the
lower fort of that people® The night I {pent here,
they went out into an adjoining marfh to catch forufes;
and one of them, as I was informed in the morning,
caught near a hundred dozen. The manner of taking
thefe birds is remarkable, The forus is not known to be
in Virginia, except for about fix weeks from the latter
end of September: at that time they are found in the
marfhes in prodigious numbers, feeding upon the wild
oats, At firft they are exceedingly lean, but in a fhort
time grow fo fat, as to be unable to fly: in this ftate
they lie upon the reeds, and the Indians go out in canoes
and knock them on the head with their paddles. They
are rather bigger than a lark, and are delicious eating.
During the time of their continuing in feafon, you meet
with them at the tables of moft of the planters, break-

faft, dinner, and fupper.
O&.

* Sec Appendix, N°, 3. ftill continues. At the top of the table,
t In feveral parts of Virginia the an-  where the lady of the houfe prefides, there
cient cuftom of eating meat at breakfaft is conftantly tea and coffee; but the reft of

F the
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O&. 2. We went to another plantation about twenty-
four miles diftant, belonging to a private gentleman®,
upon Mattapony river. We {taid there all that and the
next day on account of rain,

O&. 4. We travelled twenty-five miles to another
gentleman’s + houfe; and from thence, the day follow-
ing, about twenty-five miles farther, to a town called
Fredericiburg. |

Fredericfburg 1s fituated about a mile below the Falls
of Rappahannoc: it is regularly laid out, as moft of the
towns in Virgimia are, in parallel {treets. Part of it is
built upon an eminence, and commands a delightful
profpec; the reft upon the edge of the water for the
convenience of warehoufes. The town was begun about
thirty-two years ago, for the {ake of carrying on a trade
with the back-fettlers ; and is at prefent by far the moft
flourifhing one in thefe parts.

We left Fredericfburg the 6th inftant, and went to fee
the Falls. At this place is a {mall mercantile town called
Falmouth; whofe inhabitants are endeavouring to rival

the Fredericfburghers in their trade. It 1s built upon the
north fide of the river, and confifts of eighteen or twenty
. houlfes. |

The Falls of Rappahannoc are fimilar to thofe of

the table is garnifhed with roafted fowls, and there is fcarcely a Virginian lady who
ham, venifon, game, and other dainties. brezkfafts without it.

Even at Williamfburg, it i1s the cufiom to * Mzsjor Henry Gaines.

have a plate of cold ham upon the table; + Col, Bailors.

]ame.s
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James river, except that they are not upon fo large a
{cale. ‘The whole range {carcely exceeds half a mile,
and the breadth not a hundred yards. At the time of
our going to fee them, there was a frefh in the river,
which added very much to their beauty. The center of
view was an ifland of about an hundred acres covered
with trees; this divided the river into two branches, in
cach of which, at regular diftances of fifteen or twenty
yards, was a chain of {ix or {even falls, one above another,
the leaft of them a foot perpendicular., The margin was
beautifully variegated with rocks and trees, and the
whole formed a plealing romantic {cene.

At this place we met with a perfon who informed us
of his having been, a few days before, a {pe@ator of that
extraordinary phenomenon in nature, the fafcinating
power of the rattle-fnake. He obferved one lying coiled

near a tree, looking dire@ly at a bird which had fettled
there. The bird was under great agitation, uttered the

moft doleful cries, hopped from {pray to {pray, and at
length flew dire@ly down to the fnake, which opened its
mouth and {wallowed it.

From hence we afcended up the river, about fifteen
miles, to Spotfwood’s iron~mines ; and in our way had a
fine view of the Apalachian mountains, or Blue Ridge,
at the diftance of {feventy miles. At this place 1 was
much affeted by the following incident. A gentleman
in our company, which was now increafed, had a {mall

F 2 Negroe |
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From Colchefter we went about twelve miles farther
to Mount Vernon. This place is the property of colonel
Wafhington, and truly deferving of its owner®. The
houfe is moft beautifully fituated upon a high hill on the
banks of the Potowmac; and commands a noble profpe&t
of water, of cliffs, of woods, and plantations. The river
is nearly two miles broad, though two hundred from the
mouth ; and divides the dominions of Virginia from Mary-

land +. 'We refted here one day, and proceeded up the

* ] cannet omit this opportumty of
bearing teftimony to the gallant and
public fpint of this gentleman. Nov. 1,
1753, Lieut. Gov. Dinwiddie having in-
focrmed the effembly of Virginta, that the
French had ere@ed a fort upon the Ohio,
it was refolved to fend foizebody to M.
St. Pierre, the commander, to claim that
country zs belonging to his PBritannic
Majefty, and to order him to withdraw.
Mr. Wathington, a young gentleman of
fortune juft arrived at 2ge, oftered his
The
diftance was more than 400 miles; 200
of which lay through a tracklefs defert
inhabited by cruel and mercilefs favages;

fervice on this imporiant occafion.

and the feifon was uncommoniy fevere.
Notwithftanding thefe difcouraging cir-
cumftznces, Mr. Wathington, atiended
bv one companien only, fet out upon
this dangcrous enterprize @ travelled from
Winchefier on foot, carrying his provi-
fions en his back, executed his commil-
fion; and afier incredible hatdfhips, and
many providential efcapes, returned fafe
o Willizmfbure, and gave an account

of his negociation to the aflembly, the
14th day of February following.

+ A very curious fight 15 frequently
exhibited upon this and the other great
rivers in Virginia, which for its novelty
is exceedingly diverting to. f{trangers,
During the fpring and fummer months
the fithing-hawk is often {een hovering

‘over the rivers, or refting on the wing

without the leaft vifible change of place
for fome minutes, then fuddenly darting
down and plunginz into the water, from
whence it fcddom rifes again without a
rock fith, or fome other confiderable
fith in its talons, It immediately thakes
off the water like a mifty; and makes the
belt of its way towzrds the woods. The
bald-eagle, which i1s generally upon the
watch, inftantly purfues, and if it can .
overtake, endeavours to foar above it
The hawk growinr folicitous for its
own fafety drops the fith, and the bald-
eagle immediately ftoops, and fcldom
fails to catch jt in iis pounces before it
reaches the water.

FIVer
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river about twenty-fix miles, to take a view of the Great
Falls. ‘Thefe are formed in fome refpe& like thofe of
the Rappahannoc; but are infinitely more noble. The
channel of the river is contra&ed by hills; and is as nar-
row, I was told, as at Fort Cumberland, which 1s an hun-
dred.and fifty miles higher up., It is clogged moreover
with innumerable rocks; {o that the water for a mile or
two flows with accelerated velocity, At length coming
to a ledge of rocks, which runs diametrically crofs the
river, it divides into two {pouts, each about eight yards
wide, and rufhes down a precipice with incredible rapi-
dity. The {pout on the Virginian fide makes three falls, |
one above another; the firft about ten feet, the next fif-
teen, and the laft twenty-four or twenty-ﬁve feet perpen-
dicular : the water is of a vaft bulk, and almoft intire.
The {pout on the Maryland fide is nearly equal in height
and quantity, but a great deal more broken. Thefe two
{fpouts, after running in {eparate channels for a fhort
{pace, at length unite in one about thirty yards wide; and
as we judged from the {moothnefs of the furface and our
unfuccefsful endeavours to fathom it, of prodigious depth.
The rocks on each fide are at leaft ninety or a hundred
feet high; and yet, in great frefhes, the water overflows
the tops of them, as appeared by feveral large and intire
trees, which had lodged there.

In the evening we returned down the river about f{ix-
teen miles to A]cxz-?mn':irizyJ or Bel-haven, a {mall trading

place
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place in one of -the fineft {ituations imaginable. The
Potowmac above and below the town, is not more than
a mile broad, but it here opens into a large circular bay,
of at leaft twice that diameter.

The town is built upon an arc of this bay ; at one ex-
tremity of which is a wharf; at the other a dock for
building fhips ; with water {ufficiently deep to launch a
veflel of any rate or magnitude,

The next day .we returned to cclonel Wathington’s,
and in a few days afterward to Williamiburg.

The time of my reflidence in this colony was ten
months, and I received {fo many inftances of friend-
fhip and good-nature, that not to acknowledge them
would be an a& of ingratitudc. It would not be ealy
to mention particular inftances, without being guilty of
injuftice by omitting others: but, in general, I can
truly affirm, that I took leave of this hofpitable people

with regret, and fhall ever remember them with gratltude
and affe&ion.

May 26, 1760. Having procured three horfes, for
myfelf, fervant, and baggage, I departed from William(-
burg, and travelled that night to Eltham *; twenty-five
miles.

May 27. Tferried over Pamunky river at Danfies, and

went to Todd’s ordinary upon Mattopony, or the north-
ern branch of York river; thirty-two miles.

* The plantation of Col, Baflett.

May
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May 28. I went to a plantation in Caroline county *;

twenty-feven miles,

May 29. To Fredericfburg; twenty-five miles.

As I was travelling this day, I obferved a large black-
fnake, about fix feet long, lying crofs the ﬁump of a tree
by the road fide. I touched it with my {witch {everal
times before it ftirred ; at laft it darted with incredible
{wiftnefs into the woods. On looking into the hole,
where it had fixed its head, I obferved a {mall bead-{nake
about two feet long; beautifully variegated with red,
black, and orange colour, which the black-fnake was
watching to prey upon. I took and laid it, half ftupi-
fied, in the fun to revive. After I had proceeded about
a quarter of a mile, it occurred to me that it would be a
great curiofity if I could carry it to England ; I there-~
fore {fent my fervant back with orders to fetch it: but,
at his return, he acquainted me that it was not to be
found, and that the black-fnake was in the fame pofition .
wherein I had firft difcovered it. I mention this as an
inftance of the intrepid nature of the black-fnake, which,
though not venomous, will attack and devour the rattle-
fhake ; and, in fome cafes, it is afferted, even dare to
affault a man. |

May 30. I left Fredericfburg, and having ferried over
the Rappahannoc at the falls, travelled that night to Ne-
ville’s ordinary, about thirty-four miles,

* Belonging to Col. Bailor, mentioned above,

G May
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May 31. I paffed over the Pignut and Blue Ridges ;
and, croffing the Shenando, arrived, after a long day’s
journey of above fifty miles, at Winchelter ¥,

The Pignut ridge is a continuation of the fouth-weft
mountains. It is no where very high; and at the gap
where I paffed, the afcent is {o extremely ealy, owing to
the winding of the road between the mountains, that I
was {carcely fenfible of it.

The trac of country lying between this ridge and the
coaft, is fuppofed, and with fome appearance of proba-
bility, to have been gained from the ocean. The fitua-~
tion is extremely low, and the ground every where
broken into {mall kills, nearly of the fame elevation,
with deep intermediate gullies, as if it were the efte¢t of
fome {udden retiring of the waters., The {oil is princi-
pally of fand ; and there are few, if any pebbles, within
a hundred miles of the thore; for which reafon the Vir-
ginians in thefe parts never thoe their horfes. Incredible
quantities of what are called {callop-fhells, are found alfo
near the furface of the ground ; and many of the hills are
intirely formed of them. Thefe phenomena, with others
lefs obvious to common obfervation, {feem to indicate,
that the Atlantic, either gradually, or by fome fudden

% Greenway Court, the feat of the ve- and Winchefter. His Lordthip being ab-
nerable Lord Fairfax, is {ituated a few fent, I was prevented from paying my re-
miles on the left of the road, about half {pelts to him.~See Appendix, N® 4.
way between the Apalachian mountains

g revolution
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revolution in nature, has retired, and loft a confiderable
part of that dominion which formerly belonged to it.

The Blue-ridge is much higher than the Pignut:
though even thefe mountains are not to be compared
with the Alleghenny. To the fouthward, I was told,
they are more lofty ; and but little, if at all, inferior to
them. The pafs, at Athby’s Gap, from the foot of the
mountain on the eaftern fide to the Shenando, which
runs at the foot on the weftern, is about four miles. The
afcent 1s no where very fteep ; though the mountains are,
upon the whole, T think, higher than any I have ever
feen in England. When I got to the top, I was inex-
preflibly delighted with the fcene which opened before
me. Immediately under the mountain, which was co-
vered with chamceedaphnes in full bloom, was a moft
beautiful river: beyond this an extenfive plain, diverfi-
fied with every pleafing obje& that nature can exhibit ;
and, at the diftance of fifty miles, another ridge of fill
more lofty mountains, called the Great, or North-rid- » #,
which inclofed and terminated the whole.

The river Shenando rifes a great way to the fouthward
from under this Great North-ridge. It runs through
Augufta county, and falls into the Potowmac {fomewhere
in Frederic. At the place where I ferried over, it is only

- about a hundred yards wide ; and indeed it is no where,

* All thefe ridges confift of fingle mountains joinad together, and run parallel to
each other,

G 2 I believe,
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I believe, very broad. It 1s exceedingly romantic and
beautiful, forming great variety of falls, and is fo tran{-
parent, that you may {ee the {malleft pebble at the depth
of eight or ten feet. There is plenty of trout and other
fifh in 1t ; but it is not navigable, except for rafts. * In
fudden frefhes it rifes above forty or fifty feet. The low
grounds upon the banks of this river are very rich and
fertide ; they are chiefly fettled by Germans, who gain a
comfortable livelihood by raifing ftock for the troops, and
fending butter down into the lower parts of the country.
I could not but refleét with pleafure on the fituation of
thefe people; and think if there is {fuch a thing as hap-
pinefs in this life, that they enjoy it. Far from the buftle
of the world, they live in the moft delightful climate,
and richeft foil imaginable; they are every where fur-
rounded with beautiful profpe&ts and {ylvan {cenes;
lofty mountains, tranfparent {treams, falls of water, rich

vallies, and majeftic woods ; the whole inter{perfed with
an infinite variety of flowering fhrubs, conftitute the

landfcape furrounding them: they are {ubje& to few
difeafes; are generally robuft; and live in perfe@ li-
berty : they are ignorant of want, and acquainted with
but few vices. Their inexperience of the elegancies of
life, precludes any regret that they poflels not the means
of enjoying them: but they poffels what many princes
would give half their dominions for, health, content,

and tranquillity of mind.

Winchefter
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Winchefter is a fmall town of about two hundred -
houfes. It is the place of general rendezvous of the
Virginian troops, which 1s the reafon of its late rapid
increafe, and prefent flourifhing condition. The country
about it, before the redu@ion of Fort du Quefne, was
greatly expofed to the ravages of the Indians, who daily
committed moft horrid cruelties :* even the town would
have been in danger, had not colonel Wafhington, in
order to cover and protect it, ereted a fort upon an emi-
nence at one end of it, which proved of the utmoft uti-
lity; for although the Indians were frequently in
fight of the town, they never dared to approach within
reach of the fort. It is a regular {quare fortification,
with four baftions, mounting twenty-four cannon; the
length of each curtain, if I am not miftaken, is about
eighty yards. Within, there are barracks for 450 men.
The materials of wbich it is conftruéted, are logs filled
up with earth: the foldiers attempted to furround it
with a dry ditch ; but the rock was fo extremely hard
and impenetrable, that they were obliged to defift. It
is {till unfinifhed ; and, I fear, going to ruin; for the
affembly, who feldom look a great way before them,
after having {pent about goool. currency upon it, can-
not be prevailed upon to give another thoufand towards
finithing it, becaufe we are in pofleffion of Pittburg ;
and, as they fuppofe, quite {ecure on this account; yet

it 1s certain, that, in cafe of another Indian war on this
{ide,

oy
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fide, which is by no means improbable, confidering our
general treatment of that people, it would be of the ut-
moft advantage and fecurity.

There is a peculiarity in the water at Winchefter,
owing, I was told, to the foil’s being of a limy quality,
which is frequently produ@ive of fevere gripings, efpe-
cially in ftrangers; but it is generally fuppofed, on-the
other hand, to be fpecific againft {ome other difeafes *.

During my ftay at this place, I was almoft induced to
make a tour for a fortnight to the {outhward, in Augufta
county, for the fake of feeing fome natural curiofities ;
which, the ofhicers aflured me, were extremely well
worth vifiting : but as the Cherokees had been fcalping
in thofe parts only a few days before ; and as I feared, at
the fame time, that it would detain me too long, and
that I fhould lofe my paflage to England, I judged it
prudent to decline it.

‘The curiofities they mentioned to me, were chiefly
thefe :

1. About forty miles weftward of Augufta court-
houfe, a beautiful cafcade, burfting out of the fide of a
rock ; and, after running {fome diftance through a mea-
dow, rufhing down a precipice 150 feet perpendicular.

2. To the {fouthward of this about twenty miles, two

* Profeflor Haller, in his notes to the pregnated with Vitriolic Magnefia, Sal
German tranflation of this book, fuppofes  Amarum.

that the water at Winchefter may be im-

curious
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curious hot fprings, one tafting like alum, the other like
the wathings of a gun,

3. A moft extraordinary cave.

4. A medicinal fpring, {pecific in venereal cafes. A
foldier in the Virginian regiment, whofe cale was thought
defperate, by drinking and bathing in thefe waters, was,
after a few days, intirely cured. This fa& was aflerted
very ftrongly by fome officers, who had been pofted
there: but colonel Wathington, of whom I inquired
more particularly concerning it, informed me that he
had never heard of it; that he was not indeed at the
place where it is faid to have happened, but that having
had the command of the regiment at that time, he thould
probably have been informed of it. What credit there-
fore is to be given to it, the reader muft judge for
himfelf.

5. Sixty miles {fouthward of Augufta court-houfe, a
natural arch, or bridge, joining two high mountains,
with a confiderable river running underneath.

6. A river called Loft river, from its finking under a
mountain, and never appearing again,

7. A {pring of a fulphureous nature, an infallible cure
for particular cutaneous diforders.

8. Sixteen miles north-eaft of Winchefter, a natural
cave or well, into which, at times, a perfon may go
down to the depth of 100 or 150 yards; and at other
times, the water rifes up to the top, and overflows plen-

tifully.
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tifully, This is called the ebbing and flowing well, and

is fituated in a plain, flat country, not contiguous to any
mountain or runping water.

g. A few miles from hence, {ix or feven curious caves
communicating with each other.

A day or two before I left Winchefter, I difcovered
that I had been robbed by my fervant: he confefed the
fa&, and pleaded {o little in juftification of himdelf, that
I was obliged to difmifs him. This diftreffed me very
much, for it was impoffible to hire a fervant in thefe
parts, or even any one to go over the mountains with me
into the lower fettlements. However, by the politenefs
of the commander of the place, the honourable colonel
Byrd, and of another gentleman * of my acquatatance, I
oot over thefe difficulties; for the former, while I con-
tinued at Winchefter, accommodated me with his own
apartments in the fort, ordering his fervants to attend and
wait upon me: and the latter fent a negroe boy with me
as far as colonel Wathington’s, eighty miles diftant from
this place. On the 4th of June, therefore, 1 was en-~
abled to leave Winchefter, and I travelled that night
about eighteen miles, to Sniker’s { ferry upon the She-
nando.

The next morning I repafled the Blue-ridge at
William’s Gap, and proceeded on my journey about forty

* Colonel Churchill.
t Called in Fry and Jefferfon’s map, Williams’s Ferry.

miles.
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miles. I this day fell into converfation with a planter,
who overtook me on the road, concerning the rattle-
fnake, of which there are infinite numbers in thefe
parts; and he told me, that one day going to a mill at
fome diftance, he provoked one to {fuch a degree, as to
make it ftrike a {mall vine which grew clofe by, and that
the vine prelently drooped and died *.

My accommodations this evening were extremely bad ;
I had been wet to the fkin in the afternoon; and at the
miferable plantation in which I had taken fheiter, I
could get no fire; nothing to eat or drink but pure
water; and not even a blanket to cover me. I threw
myfelf down upon my mattrafs, but fuffered {o much
from cold, and was fo infefted with infe&s and vermin,
that I could not clofe my eyes. I role early in the
morning, therefore, and procezded upon my journey, be-
ing diftant from colonel Wafhington’s not more than
thirty miles, It was late, however, before I arrived
there, for it rained extremely hard, and a man who un-
dertook to fhew me the neareft way, led me among pre-

cipices and rocks, and we were loft for above two hours.
It was not indeed, without fome compenfation ; for he

* Several perfons to whom I have men-  fociety; and, more particularly, how he
tioned this facl, have feemed to doubt of fhould happen to fix upon that tree 3 which,
the probability of it, But were it not true, fuppofing the thing poflible, is the moft
a queftion will naturally arife, how an idea  likely to have been affected in the manner
of that nature fhould occur to an ignorant  defcribed.
planter, living remote from all cultivated

H brought
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brought me through as beautiful and piGurefque a {cene,
as eye ever beheld. It was a delightful valley, about two
miles in length, and a quarter of one in breadth, between
high and craggy mountains, covered with chamcedaph-
nes* or wild ivy, in full flower. Through the middle
of the valley glided a rivulet about eight yards wide, ex-
tremely lucid, and breaking into innumerable cafcades;
and in different parts of it ftood {mall clumps of ever-
greens 3 {fuch as myrtles, cedars, pines, and various other
forts. Upon the whole, not Tempe itfelt could have dif-
played greater beauty or a more delightful {cene.

At colonel Wafhington’s I difpofed of my horfes, and,
having borrowed his curricle and fervant, I took leave of
Mount Vernon the 11th of June.

I crofled over the Potowmac into Maryland at Clif-
ton’s ferry, where the river is fomething more than a mile
broad ; and proceeded on my journey to Marlborough,
eighteen miles. I here met with a ftrolling company of

“ the cup, at equal diftances; their apices
* being lodged in ten little hollow cells,

* The chamcedaphne is the moft beau-
tiful of all flowering fhrubs: Catefby in

his Natural Hiftory of Carolina fpeaks of
it in the following manner: ¢ The flowers
« prow in bunches on the tops of the
 branches, to footftalks of three inches
“ Jong; they are white, flained with pur-
¢ plith red; confifting of one leaf in form
* of acup, divided at the verge into five
t feCtions, In the middle is a ftilus, and
¢« ten {tamina, which, when the flower firft

“ opens, appear lying clofe to the fides of

¢« which being prominent on the outfide,
¢« appear as fo many little tubercles,—As
¢ all plants have their peculiar beauties, it
« is difficult to affign to any one an ele-
« oance excelling all others; yet confider-
“ ing the curious ftructure of the fower,
“ and Yeautiful appearance of this whole
“ plant, I know of no fhrub that has a
« better claim to it.>’ Cateiby, Vol lI,

P 93,  Sce Appendix, N° 1.
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