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T R A v E L S 
,THROUGH THE 

MIDDLE SETTLEMENTS 
, , 

IN 

NOR T HAM E RIC A. 

----, . • 

N Friday the 27th of April 1759, I embarked"in 
company with feveral North American gentlemen, 

on board the Difpatch, captain Necks, for Virginia; and 
the next day we fet fail from Spithead, under convoy of 
his majefty's !hip the Lynn, captain Sterling, commander, 
with thirty-three fail of trading vdfels. We came to 

• 
an anchor in the evening in Yarmouth Road, and the 
next day failed with a frdh eanedy wind through the 
Needles. ' 

,A pril 3 o. We paired by the Lizard, and in the evening 
difcovered a, fail, which proved to be an Englilh floop 
laden with corn. She had been taken by a French pri­
vateer, and was fleering for France: there were three 
Frenchmen and one Engli!hman on board. The com­
modore rent [orne hands to her, with orders to carry her 
to Penzance. 

B . May 
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May I. Thick, hazy weather with a fair wind. A 

large {hip paffed through the fleet about four o'clock ill 

the afternoon: and in the evening another veffel bore , 

down upon the fiernmofi {hips, and fpoke with them. 

May 2. Fair, pleafant weather. The next day we 

found by our reckoning that we had made a hundred 

leagues from the Land's End. 

May 4-. Strong, violent gales at north-and-by-wefi. 

In the evening the Molly, captain Chew, had her main­

top-mafi carried away, and hoified a fignal of difirefs. 

May 5. From this time to the 14-th, nothing re­

markable happened: the wind was fe1dom fair; but the 

weather being moderate, we made frequent vifits, and 

paffed our time very agreeably. 

May 14. Captain Necks fell ill of a fever, and con­

tinued indifpofed feveral days: he began to mend about 

the 17th. 

May 19. In the afternoon, a fudden and violent 

fquaIl from the north-wefl: obliged us to lye-to under 
• 

our reefed main-fail: it continued to increafe, and blew 

a, fl:orm for about thirty-fix hours, when it began to mo­

derate. 

May 2 I • We made fail in the afternoon,. with four 

fhips in company; and the next day in the evening were 
joined by eighteen more. . From that time to the 28th, 

nothing remarkable happened: we had generally plea­

fant weather,. but adverfe winds. We frequently vifited; 

4 ~ 
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and were much entertained with feeing grampufes, tur­

tles, bonetas, porpoifes, flying and other fifh, common 

in the Atlantic * . 
• 

May 28. Vie difcovered a large fail; fhe dii"eCl:ed her 

courfe towards the eaft. We fuppofed her to be an 

Englifh man of war going exprefs. She carried three 

top-gallant fails. 

May 31. We fpoke with a floop bound from Antigua 

to London. She acquainted the commodore with the 

agreeable news of his majefty's forces at Guadaloupe 

having reduced that whole Uland under fubje8:ion to 

the Britiili government. The wind ftill continued un-

favourable: . . 

June 5. We fpoke with a fnow from Carolina, which 

informed the commodore; that a French frigate was 

cruifing off the capes of Virginia. From that. time to 

the 11th, we had nothing remarkable. The wind was 

generally from weft to north-weft, and there were fre­
quent fqualls with lightning. We faw feveral bonetas, 

grampufes, albicores, and fifh of different kinds • 

. June II. The water appeared difcoloured; and we 

concluded that we were upon the Banks of Newfound­

land: we caft the lead, but found no ground. The wea­

ther was thick and hazy. Nothing remarkable happened 

from this time to the 3d of July: we had pleafant wea-
• 

.. See Appendix, N° I. 

B2 ther, 
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ther, though now and then [quaIls with lightning. We 

fell in with feveral currents and had variable winds. 

July 3. We had fine weather, with a gentle breeze at 
• 

N. W. We were now, acco~'ding to the commodore's 

reckoning (which we afterward found to be true) about 

fixty leagues from land. The air was richly fcented with 

the fragrance of the pine-trees. 

July +. We faw a great many floops, from whence 

we imagined that we were near the coaft. The wind 

was at eaft-by-north. _ 

July 5. About fix in the morning we caught forne 

green filli: upon this we founded, and found eighteen 

fathom water. At ten we di[covered land, which proved 

to be Cape Charles; and about three hours afterward 

failed through the capes into Chef apeak Bay. The com-

. modore took his leave to go upon a cruife; and at eight 

in the evening we came to an anchor in York river, after 

a tedious and difagreeable voyage of almoft ten weeks. 

The next morning, having hired a chaife at York, a 

fmall inconfiderable town,· I went t~ Williamfburg, 

about twelve miles difiant. The road is exceedingly 

plea[ant, through [orne of the fineO: tobacco plantations' it 
• 
In 

,. The tor."cco growing upon York Of the growth of one plantation, dillin­
river, is efteemed fuperior to any other guilhed from the reft, the tobacco is in fueh 
in North America; particularly that high eftimation, that colonel Diggs puts 
which is raifed upon the plantations be- upon every hoglhead in which it is packed, 
longing to colonel Ed ward Diggf, which the initials of his name; and it is from 

is faid to have a flavour excelling all others. thence called the E. D. tobacco, and fells 

for 

'. 
\ 
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in North-America, with a beautiful view of the river 
and woods of great extent. . '. 

Williamfburg is .the capital of Virginia: it is fituated 
between two creeks; one falling into James, the other 
into York river; and is built nearly due eaft and weft. 
The diftance of each landing-place is fomething more 
than a mile from the town; which, with the difadvan­
tage of not being able to bring up large veffels, is the 
reafon of its not having increafed fo faft as might have 
been expeCted. It confifts of about two hundred houfes, 
does not contain more than one thoufand fouls, whites 
and negroes; and is far from being a place of any con­
fequence. It is regularly laid out in parallel ftreets, in­
terfeCted by others at right angles; has a handfome 
fquare in the center, through which runs the principal 

.' . 
.' 

• 
: . , 

• • 

for a proportionably higher price. Same ing him that his infpeCtor or agent, had 
time ago, colonel Diggs having a traCt of been guilty of (ome great overfight or 

• 

land, feemingly of the {arne quality, and error, as the tobacco contained in certain 
under the fame expofure and afpeCt as the calks, which he fpeci/ied, though marked 
planta(ion producing the E. D. tobacco, with E. D. was of a different and very'in­
from which it was fcparated only by a . ferior quality to that cummodity; and that 
fmall rill of water, he direCted it to be if the fame fault lhould be again committed, 

. , 

planted; and as the produce was appa- it would ruin the reputation and {ale of the' 
rently fimilar in quality, colour, flavo)lr, E. D. tobacco. It is to be ohferved, that 
and every other particular, he thought the foil or mould had been car.cfully ana­
himfelf w~rranted to delineate E. D. upon lifed and examined previous to its being 
the hoglheads in whH:h it was packed. planted; and that not the fmallel!: difference 
Accordingly, it was fent to market with (auld be perceived between that of the old 
this recommendatory mark or token. But and new plantation. The experiment, it 
fome time after, he received a Jetter from will eafily be beJieved, was /lot repeated. 
his faCtor or merchant in London, inform- - . 

Hreet, 
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fireet, one of the mofl: ipacious in North America, three. 
quarters of a mile in length, and above a hundred feet 
wide. At the oppofite ends of this fireet are two public 
buildings, the college and the capitol: and although the 
houfes are of "vood, covered with fhingles ;1<, and but in­
differently built, the whole makes a handfome appear­
ance. There are few public edifices that deferve to be 
taken notice of; thofe, which I have mentioned, are the 
principal; and they are far from being magnificent. 
The governor's palace is tolerably good, one of the beft 
upon the continent; but the church, the prifon, and 
dIe other buildings, are all of them extremely i'ldifrerent. 
The fheets are not paved, and 'are confequently very 
dufry, the foil hereabout confifl:ing chiefly of fand : how­
ever, the fituation of Williamiburg has one advantage, 
which few or no places in thefe lower parts have; that 
of being free from mofquitoes. Upon the whole, it is 
an agreeable refidence; there are ten or twelve gentle­
men's families conftantly refiding in it, befides mer­
chants and tradefmm: and at the times of the affem­
blieo, and general courts, it is crowded with the gentry 
of the country: on thofe occafions there are balls and 
other amuferrients; but as foon as the bufinefs is nnifhed, 
they return to their plantations; and the town is in a 
manner deferted t. 

'" There are formed in the lbape of tiles, 
and are generally made of white cedar or of 
C) prefs. 

t Since the revolution, the feat of go~ 

vernment has been removed to Richmond, 
a town fituated juft below the falls of James 

, 
flvcr. 

The 
• 
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The fituation of Virginia (according to Evans's map) is 
between the 36th and 40th degree of north lat. and about 
76 degrees weft long. from London *, It is bounded on 
the north by the river Potowmac, on the eaLl: by the At­
lantic' Ocean, by Carolina on the fouth, and, to include 
only what is inhabited, by the great Alleghenny on the 
weft. 

The climate is extremely fine, though fubjed to vio-
, 

lent heats in the fummer: Farenheit's thermomettr being 
• 

,generally for three months from 85 to 95 degrees high. 
The other [ea[ons, however, make ample amends for thi& 
inconvenience: for the autumns and fprings are delight­
ful; and the winters are fo mild and [erene (though there 
are now and then exceffively cold days) as fcarcely to· 
require a fire. The only complaint that a perfon can 
reafonably make, it:, of the very [udden changes to which 
the weather is li~ble; for this being illtirely regulated by 
the winds, is exceedingly variable. Southerly winds are 
productive of heat, northerly of cold, and eafterly of 
rain; whence it is no uncommon thing for the thermo­
meter to fall many degrees in a very few hours; and, 
after a warm day, to have fuch fevere cold, as to freeze 

'" Mr. Ebeling, of Hambu'gh, in a note is mifiaken, for the latel!: and bell: maps 

to the Germen tranflation of this work, generally agree with Mr. Evans ill regard 

fays, " Vir:,;i:lia is fituated between 37 and to the fituation he has given to this COUIl­

" 40 degrees of north latitude, and ex- try; at leaft, they approximate nearer to 

" tends from 77 to 8 I degrees weft longi- the account here given than to t.hat of 

" tude from London;" but I believe he Mr. Ebeling. , 

cve~ 
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,over a river a mile broad in one night's time *. In fum-­
mer there are frequent and violentgufts, with thunder 
and lightning; but as the country is very thinly inha­
bited, and moft of the gentry have electrical rods to their 
lIoufes, they are not attended with many fatal accidents. 
Now and then, indeed, fome of the negroes lofe their 
lives ; and it is not uncommon in the woods, to fee trees 
torn and riven to pieces by their fury ind- violence. A 

- -

remarkable circumftance happened fome years ago at 
York, which is well attefted: a perf on fran ding at his_ 
door _during a thunder guft, was unfortunately killed; 
there was an intermediate tree at fame diftance, which 
was ftruck at the [arne time; and wheri they came to 
exarnine the body, they found the tree -delineated upon 
it in miniature. Part of the body was livid, but that 
which was covered by the tree was of its natural co­
lour t. -

I believe no country has more certainly proved the 
efficacy of eleCtrical rods, than this: before the difcovery 
of them, thefe gulls were frequently produetive of melan­
choly confequences; but now it is rare to hear of fuch 

-

'" On the 19th of December, '759, t I have related this circumftance upon 
being upon a vilit to colonel Wathington, the authority of the honourable John Blair, 
at Mount-Vernon, upon the river Potow- .Prelident of the Council of Virginia, 
mac, where the river is two miles broad, who mentioned it as a well-known faCt: 
I was greatly furprifed to find it intirely but it appears [0 improbable and unphilo-

, 
fro:>;en over in the fpace of one ni~hf; when [ophicaJ, that I do not pledge myfelf fol' 

- - , 

the preceding day had been mild and tempe- the truth of it. 
- • 

rate. .. .' ... . . . .. - . '. . . , 
-~, 'inftances. 

. -

-• 

-
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infiances. It is obfervable that no houfe was ever firuck, 

where they were fixed: and although it has frequently 
1Iappen~d that the rods themfelves have been melted, or 

broken to pieces, and the houfes [corched or difcoloured 

along the fides of them, which manifefled that they had 

received the {hoke, but that the quantity of lightning 

was too great to be carried off by the condudor, yet 

never has any misfortune happened; [uch a diredion 
llaving been given to the lightning, as to prevent any 
danger or ill confequence. Thefe circum fiances, one 

would imagine, lhould induce every perfon to get over 
• • 

thofe prejudices which many have entertained; and to 

confider the negled, rather than the ufe, of them as cri­

minal, fince they [eem t~ be means put into our hands 
by Providence, for our [afety and protection. 

The [oil of Virginia is in general good. There are 
barrens where the lands produce nothing but pine-trees; 

but taking the whole tract together, it is certainly fertile. 
The low grounds upon the rivers and creeks are exceed­

ingly rich, being loam intermingled with fand: and the 

higher you go up into the country, towards the moun­
tains, the value of the land increafes; for it grows more 
fhong, and confifts of a deeper clay. 

Virginia, in its natural flate, produces great quantities 
of fruits and medicinal plants, with tree's and flowers of 

infinitely various kinds. Tobacco and Indi.an corn are 

the original produce of the country; likewife the pigeon-

c berry, 

, 

. ,. 
, , 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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10 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA. 

berry, and rattle-fnake-root fo efl:eemed in all ulcerous. 
and pleuritical complaints: grapes, ftrawberries, hiccory 
nuts, mulberries, chefnuts, and feveral other fruits, grow 
wild and fpontaneoufiy. 
. Betides trees and flowers of (}.n ordinary nature, the 

• 

woods produce myrtles, cedars, cypreHes, fugar-trees, firs 
of different forts, and no lefs than feven or eight kinds 
of oak; they are Iikewife adorned and beautified with 
red-flowering maples, faffafras-trees, dog-woods, acacias, 
red-buds, fcadet-flowering chefnuts, fringe-trees, flower­
ing poplars, umbrellas, magnolias, yellow jafamines, cha­
mc:edaphnes, pacoons, atamufco-lilies, May~apples, and 
innumerable other fmts; fo that one may reafonably af­
fert that no country ever appeared with greater elegance 
or beauty *. . 

Not to notice too the almofl: numberlefs creeks and 
rivulets which every where abound, it is watered by four 
large rivers of fuch fafe navigation, and fuch noble and 
majefiic appearance, as cannot be exceeded, perhaps, in 
the whole known world. 

James river, which was formerly called Powhatan, 
from its having been the feat of that emperor, is feven 
miles broad at the mouth, navigable to the falls (above 
150 miles) for vdrels oflarge burden, and thence to the 
mountains for fmall craft and canoes • 

• '" See Appendix) N° I • • 
• 

The 
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. The falls are in length about fix or [even mil@s; they 
confift of innumerable breaks of water, owing to the ob­
fl:ruClion of the current by an infinite number of rocks, 
which are fcattered over the bed of the river; and form 
a moil: piCl:urefqu~ and beautiful cafcade. 
. The honourable colonel Byrd has a fmall place called 
Belvedere, upon a hill at the lower end of thefe falls, as 
romantic and elegant as any thing I have ever feen. It 
is fituated ve:y high, and commands a fine profpeCl: of 
the river, which is half a mile broad, forming cataraCts in 
the manner above defcribed; there are feveral little 

• 

iflands fcattered carelefsly about, very rocky, and covered 
with trees; and two or three villages * in view at a" {mall 
>t1ifiance. Over all thefe you difcover a prodigious extent 
of wildernefs, and the river winding majefiically along 
through the midfl: of it. . . 

York river, for about forty miles, to a place called 
Weft Point, is confined in one channel about two miles 
.broad: it flows in a very direCt courfe, making but one 
angle, and that an inconfiderable one, during the whole 
way. At Well Point it forks, and divides itfe1f into two 
branches; the fouthward called Pamunky; the north­
ward Mattapony: each of thefe branches, including the 
windings and meanders of the river, is navigable feventy 
{)f eighty miles, and a coniiderable way of this fpace for 
large £hips. . 

.. Am(logfi:.the reft, Richmonu, the prcfent feat of government. 

C 2 The 
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The Rappahannoc is navigable to the falls, which are­
a mile above Frederidburg, and about I I 0 from the 
bay. Veifels of large burden may come up to this 

. place; and fmall craft and canoes may be carried up 
much higher. . . 

The Potowmac is one of the fineft rivers in North 
America: it is «: ten miles broad at the mouth, navigable 
above 200 miles, to Alexandria, for men of' war; and, al­
lowing for a few carrying places, for canoes above 200 

• 

farther, to the very branches of the Ohio. Colonel Bouquet, 
a Swifs gentleman in the Royal Americans, came down this 
autumn from Fort Cumberland t to Shenando with very 
little difficulty; whence to the great falls, I have been 
tala, a navigation might eafily be effeCted: fa that this 
river [eems to promife to be of as great confcquence as any 
in North America. 

In all thefe rivers the tide flows as far as the falls, and 
at Alexandria it rifes between t\VO and three feet. They 
difcharge themfelvcs into Chef apeak Bay, one of the fineft 
in the world, which rum a great way up the country into 
Maryland; is from ten to twenty miles broad; navigable . 

• • 

!) The Potowmac, according 10 Mr. lef-
• 

f~rron, is only 7 ! miles broad r.t its mouth, 
and perhaps his account may be founded 
upon better authority than my own. I 
had no opportunity of afcertainiug the 
faa, and the llatement which I have made 
refts intirely upon the credibility of thue. 
\Firginian gentlcrrv:n:- .... \"110 fa.t"oured me 

wit.'! the information, and who, I am per­
flladed, did not intentionally mifiead me j 
(hough it is poffible they might be mifiaken. 

t The difiance from Fort Cumberland 
to Shenando is above 100 miles j from -
Shenando to the great falls about 60 j and 
from the great falls to Alexandria about 17 
or IS. 

near 
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near a hundred leagues for veffels of almofl any burden; 

and receives .into its bofom at leaft twenty great rivers •. 

Thefe waters are flored with incredible quantities of 

hili, fuch as ilieeps-heads, rock-fifh, drums, white pearch, 

'herrings, oyfters, crabs, and feveral other forts. Sturgeon . 

and iliad are in fueh prodigious numbers, that one day, 

within the fpace of two miles only, [orne gentlemen in 

canoes, caught above 600 of the former with hooks, 

which they let down to the bottom, and drew up at a 

venture when they perceived them to rub agail)ft a fiih; 
and of the latter above 5,000 have been caught at one 

fingle haul of the feine. 

In the mountains there are very rich veins of ore; fome 
, 

mines having been already opened which turn to great 

account; particula:rly Spotfwood's iron mines upon the 

Rappahannoc, out of which they finelt annually above 

fix hundred ton: and one of copper upon the Roanoke, 

belonging to colonel Chifwell. This laft mentioned gen­

tleman is alfo going to try for lead upon fome hunting 

grounds belonging to the Indians, towards New River, 

and the" Green Briar; where, ic is [aid, there is fine 

ore, and in great plenty, lying above ground. Some coal 

mines have alfo been opened upon James river near the 

falls, which are likely to anfwer very well. 

The forefts abound with plenty of game of various 
• 

kinds; hares, turkies, pheafants, woodcocks, and par-

tridges, are in the greateft abundance. In the marilies 

are 

• 

• 

• 
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are found forufes, a particular [pecies of bird, more ex~ 

quifite1ydelicious than the ortolan; fnipes alfo, and 

ducks of various kinds. The American fhell-drake and 

blue-wing exceed all of the duck kind whatfoever; and 

thefe are in prodigious numbers. In the woods there are 

variety of birds remarkable both for finging and for 

beauty; of which are the mocking-bird, the red-bird or 

nightingale, the blue-bird, the yel1ow-b~rd, the hum­

ming-bird *, the Baltimore bird, the fummer-duck, the 
turtle, and feveral other forts. 

Infects and reptiles are almoft innumerable. The va­

Tiety of butterflies is not greater than is that of the rich 

and vivid colours with which each particular [pecies is 

-difiinguifhed and beautified; and fuch is the number and 

appearance of the fire-flies, that on a [ummer's evening 

the whole air [eems to glow and to be enlightened by 

them. Several fnakes of this country are hannlefs and 

beautiful; fuch as the black fnake, the wampum-fnake, 

the bead-fnake, the garter-fnake) and fome others: but 

.. The humming-bird is the finalleIl: juices. The motion of their wings is incre­
.and moll: beautiful of all the feathered race: dibly [wift, and ptoduces a humming noi(e, 

its colours are green, crimfon, and gold; not unlike that of a la~ge humble bee. 
it lives chiC'/ly by fuction upon the [weets They arc frequently kept in cages, but (el. 
and effcnces of flowe.s; and -nothing can dam live longer than two months. The 
-be more curious than to ohferve numbers food which is given them, is either honey 

of them in gardens, where there arc honey- or fugar, mixed with water. Repeated at­

fuckles or trumpet-flowers, flying from tempts have been maue to fend them alive to 
flower to /lower, putting their /lender bills England, but always without fuccefs. 

-into every one, and fucking out the fweetell: 

the 
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the rattle-fnake and vipers are exceedingly venomous and 

deadly. There are two curious fpecies of frogs here: 

one is called the bull-frog, which is prodigioufly large,. 

and makes fo loud a noife,. that it may be heard at a great 

difl:ance; the other is a fmall green frog, which fits upon 

the boughs of trees, and is found in almoLt every garden. . 

Of quadrupeds there are various kinds; fquirrels 

of four or five different fpecies *', opo{fums, racoons, 

foxes, beavers, and deer: and in the deferts and unin· 

habited parts, wolves, bears, panthers, elks or moofe 

deer, buffaloes, mountain-cats, and various other forts. 

Such are in general the natural produCtions of this coun­

try t. 
Viewed and confidered as a fettlement, Virginia is far 

from being arrived at that perfeCtion of which it is capa­

ble. Not a tenth of the land is .yei: cultivated: and that 

which is cultivated, is far from being fo in the molt ad­

vantageous manner. It produces, however, confiderable 

quantities of grain and cattle, and fruit of many kinds. 

* Of the feveral fjlecies of fquirrels, able fpace. The former are of a very wild 
the ground and flying-fquirrcls are much nature; but thefe may be cafily; and are fre. 
the fmalle1l: and moll: beautiful. The former quentlytamed.-There is a fpecies of (lole­
are of a dulley orange hue, 1l:reaked with cat in this part of America, which is com­
black; the latter grey or a/h.colourcd, and monly called a lleunk. This animal, when 
elegantly formed. Thefe have a fpreading purfucd, or an:~iled by its encmy, cjcCls its 
or fall-tail, and two membranes adhering urine; which emits fuch a fetid and infup­
to their fides; which, when they [pring portable 1l:ench, as almofr to 1l:ille and fuf. 
or l~ap from a tree, they expand, and are focate whatever is within the reach of it. 
thereby enabled to fly through a confider- t See Appendix, N° I. 

§ The 
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The Virginian pork is [aid to be fuperior in flavour to 
any in the world; but the :£heep and horned cattle be­
ing [mall and lean, the meat of them is inferior to that 
of Great Britain, or indeed, of mof!: parts of Europe. 
The horfes are fleet and beautiful; and the gentlemen 
of· Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horfe-racing, 
have fpared no expence or trouble to improve the breed 
of them by importing great numbers [rom England. 

The fruits introduced here from Europe fucceed ex­
tremely well; particularly peaches, which have a very 
hne flavour, and grow in fuch plenty as to ferve to feed 
the hogs in the autumn of the year. Their bloifoms in 
the fpring make a beautiful appearance throughout the 
country. . 

Virginia is divided into fifty-two counties, and feventy­
feven pari:£hes, and by aCl: of aifembly there ought to be 
forty-four towns *; but one half of thefe have not more 
than five houfes; and the other half are little better than 
inconfiderable villages. This is owing to the cheapnefs 
of land, and the commodioufnefs of navigation: for every 
perfon may with eafe procure a fmall plantation, can :lhip 
his tobacco at his own door, and live, independent. 
When the colony {hall come to be more thickly [eated, ' 
and land grow dear, people will be obliged to follow 

• 

trades and manufaCl:ures, which will necdfarily make 

<J There nllmbers have been fince greatly increafed. 

towns 

, 

• 
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towns and large cities; but this feems remote, and not 

likdy to happen for fome centuries. -

Th'e inhabitants are fuppofed to be in number between 

two and three lnindred thoufand. There are a hundred 
, 

and five thoufand tytheab.1es, under which denomination 

are included all white'males from fixteen to fixty; and 

all' negroes w hatfoever within the fame age. The former 

are 'oblige::d to Ferre in the militia, 'and amount to forty' 

thoufand. 
, 

The trade of this colony is large and extenfive. To-

bacco is the principal article of it. Of this they export 
, 

annually between fifty and fixtythoufand hoglheads, each 

hogfhead weighing eight hundred or a thoufand weight: 

fome years they export much more *. They lhip a1fo for 

the Madeiras, the Streights, and the Weft-Indies, feveral 

articles, fuch as grain, pork, lumber, and cyder: to Great 

Britain, bar-iron, indigo, and a [mall quantity of ginfeng, , 

though of an inferior quality; and they clear out one 

year with another about t ton of lhipping. 

Their manufactures are very inconfiderable. They make 

a kind of cotton-cloth, with which they clothe tbemfelves 

in common, and call after the name of their country ; 

and fome inconGderable quantities of linen, hofe, and 

other trifling articles: but 'nothing to defcrve attention. 

'1 he government is a royal one: the legi:flature confifi-
, 

'It In the ycar I758, it is f.1id that fevcnty thoufand hoglheads were exported. 
t Sec Appendix, N° 2. 

D 
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ing of a governor appointed by the king; a council of 
twelve perfons, under the fame nomination; and a houfe 
of burgeff'es, or reprefentatives, of a hundred and eight 
or ten members, elected by the people; two for each 
county, and one for each of the following places, viz. the 
College of William and Mary, James-town, Norfolk­
borough, and Williamfburg. Each branch has a negative • 

. All laws, in order to be permanent, mllil: have the king's 
.approbation; nor may any be enacted, which are repug­
nant tQ the laws of Great Britain. 

The courts of judicature are either county, or general 
courts. The county courts are held monthly in each 
county, at a place affigned. for that purpofe, by the juf­
tices thereof; four of them making a quorum. They are 
appointed by the governor, and take cognizance of all 
Cal.1fes, at common law, or in chancery, within their re­
fpeetive counties, except criminal ones, puniihable with 
10fs of life, or member .. This power they are not per- . 
mitted to exercife except over negroes and :£laves, and 
then not without a fpecial commiffion from the governor 
for each particular purpofe *. The general court is held 

• 

!!I How necelrary it may be that they 

fuoulJ have fuch a power, even in this cafe, 

I will not pretend to fay; but the law which 
transfers it to them [cems fa inconfi{lent 

with the natnral rights of mankind, that I 
cannot but in pity to humanity recite it. 

,. Every fiaye committing any offence, 

S 

• tWIce 

" by law punilhable by death, or lors of 

" member, fuall be committed to the 

" county gaol, and the fueriff of the county 

" filall forthwith certify fuch commitment, 

" with the caufc thereof, to the governor, 
" or commander in chief, who may ilfue a 

" commiffion I)f oyer and terminer to fuch 

" perfoll8 
, 

, . 

• • 
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twice a year at Williamfhurg. It confifis of the governor 

and council, any five of which make a court. They hear 

and determine all caufes whatfoever, ecclefiafiical or 

civil, and fit four and twenty days: the firft five of thefe 

are for hearing and determining fuits in chancery appeals 

from the decrees of the county or inferior courts in chan­

cery; and writs of fuperfedeas to fuch decrees. The 

other days are for trying fuits or pl'ofecutions in behalf 

of the king; and all other matters depending in the [aid 

court: appeals are allowed to the king in council, in, 

cafes of 5001. fterling value. The governor has a power 
of pardoning criminals in all cafes, except of treafon or 

murder: and then he can only reprieve till he knows the 

king's pleafure. 

The eftablilhed religion is that of the church of Eng­

land; and there are very few Diifenters of any denomi­

nation in this province. There are at pretent between fixty 

and feventy clergymen; men in general of fober and ex­

emplary lives. They have each a glebe of two or three 

hundred acres of land, a houfe, and a falary eftablilhed 

.. perfons as he Ihall think lit, which per­
" fons, forthwith after the receipt of fuch 
C< commiffiOl.l, {hall caufe the off"ender to 
" be publicly arraigned and tried at the 
" court-houfe of the fai<1 county, and take 
" for evidence the courdlion of the of­
<I fender, the oath of one or more credible 
" witnefies, or fuch tcfiimony of negroes, 
" mulattoes, or Indians, j)pnd or free, with 

• • 

" pregnant circum frances as to them lhan 
" feem convincing, without the jo/,mll;ty of 
" a jury, and the o/fender being found i1F 
" guilty, {hall pafs fuch judgment upon him 
". or her as the law directs for the like 
" crimes, and on fuch judgment award 
" execution. U 

. 

Mercer's Abridgment of the Virginian 
Laws, p. 3~2. 

D 2 by 
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by law of 16,000 weight of tobacco, with an allowance 
of 1,7°0 more for !hrinkage. This is delivered to them 
in hogiheads ready packed for exportation, at the moil: 
convenien~ warehoufe. The prefentation of livings is in 
the hands of the vefiry; which is a 'ftanding body of 
twelve members, invefied with the fole power of raifing 

. levies, fettling the repairs of the church, and regul;tting 
other parochial buhnefs. They were originally elected 
by the people of the feveral pariihes; but now fill up va­
cancies themfelves. If the vefiry does not pre[ent to a 
living in lefs than twelve months, it lapfes to the go­
vernor. The dioce['m is the billiop of London; who 

,has a power of appointing a commiifary to prdide over) 
and convene the clergy on particular occafions; and to 
cenfure, or even fufpend them, in cafts of negleB: or im­
morality .. His falary is 1001. fierling per annum; and 
he is generally of the council, which is of equal emolu-
ment to him *. . 

An unhappy difagreement has lately arifen between the 
clergy and the laity, which, It is to be feared, may be of 
{crious confcquence. The caufe of it was this. To­
bacco being extremely [carce from a general failure of 
the crop, the aifembly paired an aB: to oblige the clergy 
and all public officers to receive their fiipends in money 

* The commilrary is commonly prefi-. parifh, which render him about 3501. a 
dellt of the coll.cge, and has the parifh of year: fo that his annual income is between 

Willi,l1l1lburg, or fome other lucrative 5 and 600 I. 

inftead 
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infread of tobacco. This the clergy remonfirated againfi, 
alledging the hardihip. of being obliged to take a L.llall 
price for their tobacco, when it bore an extravagant one; 
feeing they never had any kind of compenfation allowed, 
when it was fo plentiful as to be almofi a drug. They 
fent over an agent to England, and the law was re­
pealed. This greatly exafperated. the people; and fuch 
is their mutual animofity at this time, that, I fear,. it will 
not eaGly [ubGde, or be forgotten. 

With regard to the law in quefiion, it was certainly a 
very hard one; and I doubt whether, upon principles of 
free government, it can be jufiified; or whether the af­
fembly can legally interpofe any farther, than, ill cafes of 
neceffity, to oblige the clergy to receive their falaries in 
money infiead of tobacco, at the current price of to­
bacco. They may, I am perfuaded, in cafes of exigency, 
always make, and might then have made, fuch a law, 
without any conuderable detriment to the colony: for, fup­
poung the price of tobacco to be, what it was at that time, 
about fifty ihillings currency per hundred, what woul.d 
the whole fum be, were the clergy to be paid ad valorem? 
Not 20,0001. £l:erling. There are in Virginia, as J ob­
ferved before, about uxty-five clergymen: each of there 
is allowed 16,000 weight of tobacco; which, at the 
rate of fifty fhillings currency per hundred, amounts to 

. 4001.; 4001. multiplied by 65, is equal to 26,000; 

which, allowing 40 per cent. difcount, the diflerence. of 
exchange, 

• , 
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exchange, is about 18,571.1. fl:erling. Now what is this 
fum to fuch a colony as Virginia? But to this it will be 
faid, perhaps, why fhould the clergy be gainers in a time 
of public difl:refs, when everyone elfe is a fufferer ? The 
clergy will doubtlefs reply, and why ihould the clergy 
be the only fufferers in plentiful feafons, when all but 
themfelves are gainers? However, as on the one hand I 
difapprove of the proceedings of the aifembly in this af.:. 
fair; fo, on the other, I cannot approve of the fl:eps 
which were taken by the clergy: that violence of tem­
per; that difrefpectful behaviour towards the governor; 
that unworthy treatment of theircommiifary; and, to 
mention nothing elfe, that confulion of proceeding in the 
convention, of which fome, though not the majority, as 
has been invidioufly reprefented, were guilty; thefe 
things were furely unbecoming the facred character they 
are invefl:ed with; and the moderation of thofe perfons, 
who ought in all things to imitate the conduct of their 
divine Mafier. If, infl:ead of flying out in invectives 
againfi the legiflature; of acculing the governor of hav­
ing given up the caufe of religion by pailing the bill; 
when, in fad, had he rejected it, he would never have 
been able to have got any fupplies during the cour[e of . 
the war, though ever fo much wanted; if, infread uf 
charging the commiifary with want of zeal for having 
exhorted them to moderate meafures, they had followed 
the prudent councils of that excellent man, and had 

acted 
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a8:ed with more temper and moderation, they might, I 
am perfuaded, in a very {hart time, have obtained any 
redrefs they could reafonably have deured. The people 
in general were extremely well affe8:ed towards the 
clergy, and had exprdfed their regard for them in feveral 
infta:nces; they were fenuble, moreover, that their fala­
ries were too fcanty to fupport them with dignity, and 
there had been fame talk about raifing them: had the 
clergy therefore, before they applied. to England, only 
offered a memorial to the affembly, fetting forth that 
they thought the act extremely hard upon them, as 
their falaries were fmall; and that they hoped the affem­
bly would take their cafe into confideration, and enable 

• 

them to live with that decency which became their cha-
raCter; I am perfuaded, from the knowledge which I have 
of the people in general, and from repea.ted converf.'ltions 
with [everal members of the affembly, that they might 
have obtained almofl: any thing they could have wi{hed ;. 
if not, they undoubtedly would have had rea[on to ap~ 

• 

peal. But, inilead of this, without applying to the af-
[embly for. relief, after the act was paffed, (for before, in­
deed, fame of them did apply to the [peaker in private) 
they flew out into the' moil violent inve8:ives, imme­
diately rent over an agent to England, and appealed to 
his majefl:y in council. The refuIt has been already re­
lated. 

The progrefs of arts and fciences in this colony has 
been 

• 

• 

• 
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been very inconiiderable: the college of William and 

Mary is the only public place of education, and this has 

by no means anfwered the deiign of its inilitution. It 

has a foundation for a prdident and fix profdfors. The 

buiinefs of the preiident isto fuperintend the whole, and 

to read four theological lectures annually. He has a 

handfome houfe to live in, and 2001. fl:erling per an­

num. The profefIor of the Indian fchool has 60 1. frer­

ling, and a hou[c al[o; his bufinefs is to infhutl: the In-' 

dians in reading, writing, and the principles of the 

Chrifrian religion: this pious in11itution was fet on foot 

and pronioted by the excellent Mr. Boyle *. The pro­

fefi'or of humanity has the care of infirueting the ftudents 

in cIailical leaming: he has an uiher or ailiftant under 

him. The four other profefIors teach moral philofophy, 

metaphyiics, mathematics, and divinity. :Each of the 

profelfors has apartments in the college, and a falary 'of 
about 801. per annum. t The prefent chancellor of the 

college is the billiop of London. 

From what has been [aid of this colony, it will not be 

difficult to form an idea of the charatl:er t of its inhabi­

tants. 
, 

* See Appendix, N° 3. 
t They, have !iHce been raifed, I believ~, 

to 1001. 

t General charaB:ers are always liaPlc 
to many exceptinlls. In V irginia, I have 
bad the ple.\rur~ to know fever.11 gentle­
men adorned with many v irtues and ac-

complilhmcnts, to whom the following 
defcription is by no mean, applicable. 
Amongfi others, I cannot refifr the in­
clination of m"n~iolling G~orge vVyth 
EC'luire, wLo, to a perfect knowledge of the 
Greek lan~nage, which was taught I:im by 
his mother in the back woods, and of the 

• 
ancIent, 

, 
• 
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tants. The climate and external appearance' of the , 

country confpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-

natured; extremely fond of fociety, and much given to 

convivial pleafures. In confequence of this, they {eIdom 

{how any fpirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves wil­

lingly to fatigue. Their authority O\Tcr their {laves ren­

ders them vain and imperious, and intire {hangers to 

that elegance of fentiment, which is fo peculiarly cha­

ral1eriftic of refined and polifhed nations. Their igno­

rance of mankind and of learning, expo[es them to many 

errors and prejudices, efpecially in regard to Indians and 

Negroes, whom they fcarcely confider as of the human 

fpecies; fo that it is almofl: impoffible, in cafes of vio­

lence, or even murder, committed upon thofe unhappy 

people by any of the planters, to have the delinquents 

brought to juftice: for either the grand jury refu[e to 
find the bill, or the petit jury bring in their verdict, not 

guilty *. ' 

anciest, particularly the Platonic philoro­
phy, had joined ruch a profound reverence 
for the Supreme Being, ruch rerpeCl: for 
the divine laws, ruch philanthropy for man­
kind, ruch fimplicity of manners, and ruch 
inflexible reCl:itude and integrity of prin­
ciple, as would have dignified a ,Roman 
fenator, even in the molt virtuous times of 
the republic. This gentleman is, J be­
lieve, fiillliving. 

" There are two laws in this colony, 

The 

which make it almoll: impofiible 10 conviCl: 
a planter, or white man, of the death of a 
Negroe or Indian. By the firll: it is enaCl­
ed, that "if any nave /hall die by rear on 
" of any firoke or blow, given in correc­
" tion by his or her owner, or by reafon 
" of any accidental blow whatroever, given 
" by ruch owner; no perron concerhed tn 
" fuch correCl:ion, or accidental homicide, 
" Ihall undergo any profecution or punilh­
" ment for the fame; unlers, upon exami-

E " nation 

• • 
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been very inconfiderable: the college of William and 

Mary is the only public place of education, and this has 

by no means an[wered the ddign of its inflitution. It 

has a found".tion for a prdident and fix profeifors. The 

bUhnefs of the prdident is to fuperintend the whole, and 

to n:ad four theological leClures annually. He has a 

handfome houfe to live in, and 2001. fterling per an­

num. The profdfol' of the Indian fchool has 60 1. frer­

ling, and a hou[c al[o; his bufinefs is to infrruCt the In-' 

dians in reading, writing, and the principles of the 

Chrifrian religion: this pious inflitution was fet on foot 

and promoted by the excellent Mr. Boyle *. The pro­

feifor of humanity bas the care of infiruCting the frudents 

in claffical learning: he has an ufher or affiftant under 

him. The four other profe!fors teach moral philofophy, 

metaphyhcs, mathematics, and divinity. Each of the 

profe!fors has apartments in the college, and a falary of 
about 80 l. per annum. t The prefent chancellor of the 
college is the biihop of London. 

From what has been faid of this colony, it wiII not be 

difficult to form an idea of the character t .of its inhabi­

tants. 

* See Appendix, N° 3. 
t They have !illce been r~.ifcd, I believe, 

to IOO\. 

t General charaB:ers are always liaHe 
to many exc'ptinns. In Virginia, I have 

bad the ple.\(urc to know Covcr .• 1 gentle­

men adorned with many virtues and ac-

• -

complifhmcnts, to whom the fonowing 

defcription is by no means applicable. 

A mongll: others, I cannot refill: the in­
clination of m.:ntiolling George Wyth 
ECquire, w!'o, to a perfcCl: knowledge of the 

Greek Ian" uage, whic1' waS taught Hill by 
his mother in the back woods, and of the 

• 
anCIent, 

• 



• V I R GIN I A. ., . 
-:> 

tants. The climate and external appearance· of the 
, 

country confpire to make them indolent, cafy, and good-

natured; extremely fond of fociety, and much given to 

convivial pleafures. In confequcnce of this, they {eIdom 

£how any fpirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves wil­

lingly to fatigue. Their authority over their flavcs ren­

ders them vain and imperious, and intire {!:rangcrs to 

that elegance of fentiment, which is fo peculiarly cha­

raCl:eriftic of refined and polHhed nations. Their igno­

rance of .mankind and of learning, expofes them to many 

errors and prejudices, efpecially in regard to Indians and 

Negroes, whom they fcarcely cOIl:fider as of the human 

[pecics; fo that it is almoft impoffible, in cafes of vio­

lence, or even murder, committed upon thofe unhappy 

people by any of the planters, to have the delinquents 

brought to juftice: for either the grand jury refufe to 

:find the bill, or the petit jury bring in their verdict, not 

guilty *. ' 

ancieat, particularly the Platonic philofo­
phy, had joined fuch a profound reverence 
for the Supreme Being, fuch refpcct for 
the divine laws, fuch philanthropy for man­
kind, fuch fimplicity of manners, and fuch 
inllexible rectitude and integrity of prin­
ciple, as would have dignified a ,Roman 
fenator, even in the moll: virtuous times of 
the republic. This gentleman is, I be­
lieve, ftillliving. 

'" There are two laws in this colony, 

The 

which make it "lmoll: impollible to convict 
a planter, or white man, of tne death of a 
Negroe or Indian. By the fid!: it is cnaCl­
ed, that "if any flave /hall die by reafon 
" of any firoke or blow, given in correc­
" tion by his or her owner, or by rcafon 
" of any accidental blow whatfoever, given 
" by fuch owner; no perfon conceriied in 
" fuch correction, or accidental homicide, 
" /hall undergo any profecution or puni/h­
" ment for the f.1me; unIcrs, upon exam i-

E " nation 

• 
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The difplay of a chara8:er thus confHtuted, will na-
, 

tnrally be in aCts of extravagance, oftentation, and a dif-
regard of reconomy; it is not extraordinary, therefore, 
that the Virginians out-run their incomes; and that hav­
ing involved themfelves in difficulties, they are frequently 
tempted to raife money by bills of exchange, which they 
know will be returned protefted, with 10 per cent. in­
tereft *. 

The public or political character of the Virginians,. 

" nation before the county court, it Ihall 
" be proved by the oath of one lawful and 
" credible witners, at lea!l:, that fuch llave 
" was killed wilfully,. maliciou/l y, and 
" ucfignedly; nor fuall any perC on in­
" dieted for the murder of a /lave, and upon 
" trial found guilty only of manllaughter, 
" incur any forfeiture or punilhment for 
" fuch offence or misfortune." See Mer~ 
eer's Abridgment, p. 345. By the fecond, 
" NoN egroe, Mulatto, or Indian, can be 

" admitted into any court, or before any 
" m<lgi!hate, to be (worn as a witnefs, or 
" give evidence in any caufe what[o~\'er, 

" except upon the trial of a /lave for a ca~ 
" pital oft'once." Mercer's Abridgment, 

p. 419' 
• By an aet of affembly, if any bill of 

exchange is drawn for the payment of any 
rum of money, and fuch bill is protefred 
for non-acceptance or non-payment, it 
carries intere!l: frorr. the dale thueof, after 
the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, until 
the money be fully fatisfied and p:,id. 

A \'ery curious anecdote re1ativ~ to 'chis 

law was mentioned to me at Williamlburg, 
of which I am perfuaded the reader will ex­
cufe the relation.-An ufurer, not fatisfied 
with 51. per cent. legal intere!l:, refufed to 
advance a fum of money to a gentleman, 
unlefs, by way of fecurity, he would give 
him a bill of exchange that fuould be re­
turned protefred, by which he would be 
inti tied to 10 per cent. The gentleman, 
who had immediate occafion for the money, 
drew a bill upon a capital merchant in 
London, with whom he had nenr had any 
tranfaction, or carried on the leaf!: corre­
fpondence. The merchant, on the receipt 
of the bill, obferving the name of the 
drawer, very readily honoured it, knowing 
the gentleman to be a perfon of great pro­
perty, and concluding that he meant to 
enter into correfpondencc with him. The 
lIfurer upon this became intitled to only 
51. per cent. He was exceedingly en­
raged, therefore, at being, as he fuppof~d) 
thus tricked: and complained very heavily 
to the gentleman of his having given him 
a good bill infread of a bad one. 

correfponds 

, 
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cor.refponds wIth their_private one: they are haughty and 
jealous of their liberties, impatient of reftraint, and c·an 

• 

fcarcely bear the thought of being contreuled by any 
fuperior power. Many of them confider the colonies as 
independent flates, not conneCted with Great Britain, 
otherwife than by having the fame common king, and 

• 

being bound to her by natural affeCtion. There are but 
few of them that have a turil- for bufinefs, and even thore 
are by no means expert at it. I have known them, upon 
a very urgeht occafion, vote the relief of a garrifon, with-

. . 

out once confidering whether the thing was practicable, 
when it was mo&evidently and demonftrably otherwife *. 
In matters of commerce they are ignorant of the necef­
fary principles that mu{\; prevail between a colony and 
the mother country; they think it a hardlhip not to have 
an unlimited trade to every part of the world. They 

• The garrifon here alluded to, was that 
of Fort Loudoun, in the Cherokee coun­
try, conlifting of a lieutenant, and about 
fifty men. This unfortunate party being 
belieged by the Cherokee Indians, and re­
duced to the laft extremity, fent off runners 
to the governors of Virginia and Carolin~, 
imploring immediate fuccour; adding. that 
it was impoffible for them to hold out above 
twenty days longer. The alfembly of 
Virginia, commiferating their unhappy 
fituation, very readily voted a confiderable 
fum for their relief. With this, troops 
were to be levied; were to rendezvous 

upon the frontiers 200 miles diftant from 

• 

William{burg; were afterward to proceed 
to the fort 200 miles farther through a wil­
dernefs, where there was no road, no ma­
gazines, no pofts, either to fuelter the lick, 
or cover a retreat in cafe of any diraller; fo 
that the unfortunate garrifon might as ef­
feCtually have been fuccoured from the 
moon. The author taking notice of thefe 
difficul ties to one of the members, he 
frankly replied, " Faith, it is true: but 
" we have had an opportunity at lea!!: of 
" fuowing our loyalty." In a few days 
after arrived the melancholy news, that this 
unfortunate party was intirely cut olf. 

-
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confider the duties upon their fiaple as injurious only to 
themfelves ; and it is ~ltterly impoffible to perfuade them 
that they affeCt the confumer alfo. However, to do them 
juftice, the fame fpirit of generoiity prev,ails here which 
does in their private charaCter; they never refufe any ne­
ce{fary fupplies for the [upport of government when called 
upon, and are a generous and loyal people. 

The women are, generally fpeaking, handfome, though 
not to be compared with our fair country-women in 
England. They have but few advantages, and confe­
quently are feldom accompliihed; this makes them re­
ferved, and unequal to any interefting or refined conver­
fation. They are immoderately fond of dancing, and 
indeed it is almoft the only amufement they partake 
of: but even in this they difcover. want of tafle and 
elegance, and feldom appear with that gracefulnefs. ;'lnd 
cafe, which thefe movements are calculated to difplay. 
Towards the dofe of an evening, when the company are 
pretty well tired with country dances, it is ufual to dance 
jiggs; a praCtice originally borrowed, I am informed, 
from the * Negroes. Thefe dances are without method 
or regularity: a gentleman and lady ftand up, and dance 
about the room, one of them retiring, the other purfuing, 
then perhaps meeting, in an irregular fantafiical manner. 
After fome time, another lady gets llP, and then the £irf\: 

'" The author ho', lince had an oppor- Italy. The trefcone of the Tufcans is very, 
lunity of obferving fomething fimilar in like the jiggs of,the Virgin:ans. 

+ l~y 
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lady muA: fit down, lhe being, as they term it, cut out: 
the fecond lady aCts the fame part which the firft did, 
till fomebody cuts her out. The gentlemen perform in 
the fame manner. The Virginian ladie~, excepting thefe 
amufements, and now and then going upon a party of 
pleafure into the woods to partake of a barbacue '*, chieRy 
fpend their time in fewing and taking care of their fami ... 
lies: they feldom read, or endeavour to improve their 
minds; however, they are in general good houfewives ; 
and though they have not, I think, quite fo much ten­
dernefs and fenfibility as the Englilh ladies, yet they make 
as good wives, and as good mothers, as any in the world. 

It is hard to defermine, whether this colony can be 
called Rourilhing, or not: becaufe though it produces 
great quantities of tobacco and grain, yet there feem to 
be very few improvements carrying on in it. Great part 
of Virginia is a wildernefs, and as many of the gentlemen 
are in poffeffion of immen[e traCts of land, it is likely to 
continue fo. A fpirit of enterprize is by no means the 
turn of the colony, and therefore few attempts have been 

• Monf. de Willd, in his French tranf­

lation of thefe travels, makes the following 
obfervation upon the word, Barbacue. 

" Cet amufement barbare conlifte a 

" fouetter les pores jufqu' a la mort, pour 

" en rendre la chair plus delicate. J e ne 

" fache pas que les canllibales meme Ie 

" pratiquent." 
In jufrice to the inhabitants of Virginia, 

I mull: beg leave to obferve, that fuch a 

cruel and inhuman aCl was never, to my 
knowledge at leaft, praCtiCed in that country. 

A barbacue is nothing more than a porket, 
killed in the ufual way, fluffed with Cpices 

and other rich ingredients, and bafted with 
Madeira wine. It is efteemed a very great 

delicacy; and is, I believe, a comy diDl. 

made 

, 
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made to force a trade; which I think might eaftly be 
done, both tothe Weft Indies and the Ohio. They have 
every thing m!cdfary for fuch an undertaking; viz. lum­
ber, provifious, grain, and every other commodity, which 
the other colonies, that fubfift and grow rich bythefe 

• 

means, make ufe of for exports; but, inftead of this, they 
have only a trifling communication with the Weft In­
dies; and as to the Ohio, they have fuff'ered themfelves, 

• 

notwithflanding the fuperior advantages they mig~t eQjoy 
from having a water carriage almoft to the Yoghiogheny, 
to negleCt this valuable branch of commerce; while the 
indufirious Penfylvanians feize every opportunity, and 
ftruggle with innumerable difficulties, to fecure it to 
themfelves. The Virgil~ians are content if they can but 
live from day to day; they confine themfe1ves almofl in­
tirely to the cultivation of tobacco; and if they have but 
enough of this to pay their merchants in London, and to 
provide for their pleafures, they are fatisfied, and defire 
nothing more. Some few, indeed, have been rather more 
enterpriiing, and have endeavoured to improve their 
efi:ates by raifing indigo, and other fchemes: but whe­
ther it has been owing to the climate, to their inexpe­
rience in there matters, or their want of perfeverance, I 
am unable to determine, but their fuccefs has not an­
fwered their expeCtations. 

The taxes of this colony are confiderable, and the 
public debt amounts to at leaft 400,0001. currency; 

this 

• 



• 
• 

, 

V I R.O I N I A. • 

this they have been driven into by the war, having fel­

dom had le[s than a thoufand or fifteen hundred pro­

vincial troops in pay, exclufive of the expences of fome 

forts. The ways and means employed for raifing the 

money have been generally the fame: they have !irft 
made an emiffion of [0 much paper currency as the ex­

igency required, and then laid a tax for finking it. 

This tax has been commonly upon lands and negroes, 

two fuillings for every titheable; and a fuilling or eigh­

teen-pence upon every hundred acres of land. This 

mode of taxation has occafioned fome divifions in the 

houfe; for the owners of large tracts being unable, per-
• 

haps, to cultivate a tenth part of their poffeffions, and 
every man's real income ari[mg from the number of his 

Negroes, have thought it very hard to pay a tax for what 

they pretend is of no value to them: but much better 
arguments may undoubtedly be urged in fupport of the 

tax than againft it. 
The taxes for the prefent debt are laid till the yea:r 

fixty-nine, when the whole, if they add nothing more to 

it, will be difcharged. The ufe of paper currency in 

this colony has intirely banifhed from it gold and filver. 

Indeed the introduCl:ion of it was certain in time to pro­
duce this eH'eCl:; but left. it fhou!.d not, the Virginians 

fell into a meafure, which completed it at once: for by 

an aCl: of aifembly they fixed the exchange between cur­

rency and fterling debts at five and twenty per cent. not 

con-

-
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confidering that the real value of their 'curre'ncy 'could 
only be regulated by itfelf. The confequence was, that 
when from frequent emiffions, the difference of ex­
change between bills upon merchants in London and 
currency, was 40 per cent . .the difference between cur­
rency and fpecielj', was only five and twenty. So that 
the monied men collected all the fpecie they could, fent 
it to Philadelphia, where it paffed for its real value, pur­
chafed biBs of exchange with it there, and fold them 
again in Virginia with fifteen per cent. profit: and this 
they continued to do till there was not a pifl:ole or a dol­
lar remaining. 

During my fray in Virginia, I made feveral excurfions 
into different parts of the country: one in particular to 
the great falls of Potowmac; of which, as I expetl:ed to 
be highly entertained, I kept a journal. 

I departed from Williamiburg, OCt. J. 1759, in com- , 
pany with another gentleman t; and we travelled that 
day about forty miles, to a plantation t in King William 
county; beautifully fituated upon a high hill, on the 
north. fide of Pamunky river. A little below this place 
frands the Pamunky Indian town; where at pre[ent are 

, 

" Fixing the difference between cur~ 

rency and Reding debts, was, in reality, 
fixing it between currency and fpecie. 

t Col. Bernard Moore. 
:\: Belonging to Col. Symes. This gen~ 

tieman's lady, a very beautiful woman, was 
faid to have jufr attained her :1111: year. 

• 

She was at that time the mother of feven 
children, all living. The women in ge~ 
neral, in this country, arrive at maturity 
very early. Some are marriageable at 
eleven, many at thirteen, and the gene~ 
rality at fourteen of fifteen years of age. 

, 

the 

• 
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the few remains of that large tribe; the reft having 

dwindled away through intemperance and difeafe. They 

live in little wigwams or cabins upon the river; and have 

a very fine tract of land of about 2000 acres, which they 

are reftrained from alienating by ad of aifembly. Their 

employment is chiefly hunting or :6lhing,' for the neigh­

bouring gentry. They commonly drefs like the Vir­

ginians, a1"d I have fometimes miftaken them for the 
lower fort of that people *'. The night I fpent here, 

they went out into an adjoining marlh to catch forufes ; 

,md one of them, as I was informed in the morning, 

caught near a hundred dozen. The manner of taking 

thefe birds is remarkable. The [orus is not known to be 

in Virginia, except for about fix weeks from the latter 
end of September: at that time they are found in the 

madhes in prodigious numbers, feeding upon the wild 

oats. At firft they are exceedingly lean, but in a thort . 
time grow fo fat, as to be unable to fly: in this flate 

they lie upon the reeds, and the Indians go out in canoes 
, 

and knoc.k them on the head with their paddles. They 

are rather bigger than a lark, and are delicious eating. 

During the time 'of their continuing in [eaCon, you meet 

with them at the tables of moft of the planters, break ... 
faft, dinner, and [uppert. ' 

'" See Appendix, N°.3' 
t In fevera! parts of Virginia the an­

cient cullom of eating meat at breakfafr 

Oct • 
• 

frill continues. A t the top of the table, 

where the lady of the houfe prcficles, there 
is confrantly tea and calfee; 'but the fell of 

, 
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• 



" 

34- TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA. 

oa. 2. We went to another plantation about twenty­
four miles diftant, belonging to a printe gentleman *, " 
upon Mattapony river. "'rYe ftaid there all that and the 
next day on account of rain. 

oa. 4, We travelled twenty-five miles to another 
gentleman's t houfe; and from thence, the day follow­
ing, about twenty-five miles farther, to a town called 
Frederidburg. " 

Frederidbu_rg is fituated about a mile below the Falls 
of Rappahannoc: it is regularly laid out, as mof!: of the 
towns in Virginia are, in parallel ftreets. Part of it is 
built upon an eminence, and commands a delightful 
profpea; the refl: upon the edge of the water" for the 
convenience of warehoufes. The town was begun about 
thirty-two years ago, for the fake of carrying on atr'd.de 
with the back-fettlers; and is at prefent by far the mofl: 
flouriiliing one in thefe parts. 

We left Frederidburg; the 6th inftant, and went to fee 
the Falls. At this place is a [mall mercantile town called 
Falmouth; whofe inhabitants are endeavouring to rival 
the Frederidburghers in their trade. It is built upon the 
north fide of the river, and confifts of eighteen or twenty 

" houfes. 
The Falls of Rappahannoc are fimilar to thofe of 

the table is garnilhed with roafred fowls, 

bam, venifoD, game, and other dainties. 
Even at "\Villi:un!bure:, it is the cullom to -
have a plate of cold hom upon the table j 

and there is fcarceIy a Virginian l!ldy who 

breakfafis without it. 

* Mojor Henry Gaines. 
t Col. Bailors. " 

James 

" 

" 
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James river, except that they are not upon fo large a 
[cale. The whole range fcarcely exceeds half a mile, 
and the breadth not a hundred yards. At the time of 
our going to fee them, there was a frefh in the river, 
which added very much to their beauty. The center of 
view was an i!land of about an hundred acres covered 
with trees; this divided the river into two branches, in 
each of which, at regular diftances of fifteen or twenty 
yards, was a chain of fix or feven falls, one above another, 
the Ie aft of them a foot perpendicular. The margin was 
beautifully variegated with rocks and trees, and the 
whole formed a pleafing romantic fcene. 

At this place we met with a perfon who informed us 
of his having been, a few days before, a fpeCtator of that 
extraordinary phenomenon in nature, the fafcinating 
power of the rattle-fnake. He obferved one lying coiled 
near a tree, looking direCtly at a bird which had fettled 
there. The bird was under great agitation y uttered the 
mofl: doleful cries, hopped from fpray to fpray, and at , 
length flew direCtly down to the fnake, which opened its 
mouth and fwallowed it. 

From· hence we afcended up the river, about fifteen 
miles, to Spotfwood's iron-mines; and in our way had a 
fine view of the Apalachian mountains, or Blue Ridge, 
at the diftance of feventy miles. At this place I was 
much affected by the following incident. A gentleman 
in our company, which was now increafed, had a [mall 

F 2 ~egroe 
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From Colchef!:er we went about twelve miles farther 
to Mount Vernon. This place is the property of colonel 
\VaCnington, and truly deferving of its owner;;;. The 
hou[e is mof!: beautifully fituated upon a high hill on the 
banks of the Potowmac; and commands a noble profpecr 
of water, of cliffs, of woods, and plantations. The river 
is nearly two miles broad, though two hundred from the 
mouth; and divides the dominions of Virginia from Mary­
land t. Vle ref!:ed here one day, and proceeded up the 

'" I cannet omit this opportunity of 

bearing telli:nony to the gallant and 

pub:ic {pirit of this gentleman. Nov. I, 

liS3, Lieut. Gov. Dinwiddie hadng in­
formed the aJfembly cf Virginia, that the 

French haJ ereaed a fort upon the Ohio, 

it was refah-ed to fend fo,;;;ebody to M. 

St. Pierre, the commander, to daim that 

country ;s belonging to his Britannic 
Majefl:y, ::nd to order him to withdraw. 

11r. \VaIhington, a young gentleman of 

fortune jufr arrived at age, offered his 

f~rv:ce on this important occafion. The 

difrance was more than 4-00 miles; '200 

of which loy thruugh a trackleCs defert, 

inhabited by cruel and mercileCs fa\-ages; 

:md the (e.,[on W?.5 uncommonlY ft:\·ere. 

l' otwithfianJing t.here d:fcouraging cir­

cumibnccs, i\:!r. \\Tafhington, attended 

b;: one comp:mion only, fer our upon 
• 

this doiIlgcrous enterprize: travtllcd from 
'Yiilchd1cr on foot, car:-ying: his provi­
iions en his b:!ck, executed his commif­

lion; and aLer incredible halJihips, and 

many prO\'identi:Il tCe_pe>, returned Cafe 

to \ and kTClye an account 

of his negociation to the affembly, the 

14th day of F cbruar)" following. 

t A very curious light is frequently 

exhibited upon this and the other great 

rivers in Virginia, which for its novelty 
is exceedingly di\·erting to _ {hangers. 
During the [pring and fummel months 

the filhing-hawk is often Ccen hovering 

'over the rivers, or refl-ing on the wing 

without the leal1 \'ifible change of place 

for fome minutes, then Cuddenly darting 

down atd plungin6 into the water, from 
whence it fddom rifes agaln without a 
rock fi!h, or fame od,er confiJerable 

filh in its ulons. It immediately !hakes 

off the water like a mill, and makes the 

bell of its way tQw;:rds thc woods. The 

bald-ea:;le, which is gencrally upon th" 

watch, inltantly purCues, and if it can 
overtake, endeavours to fOJr above it. 
The hawk growinJ folicitous for its 
own Cofery drops the fiib, and the bald­

eagle immediately lloops, and fddom 

fails to catch it in its pounces before it 

reachcs the water. 

• 
rH'er 
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river about twenty-fix miles, to take a vie\v of the Great 

Falls. Thefe are formed in fome refpect like thofe of 
the Rappahannoc; but are infinitely more noble. The 
channel of the river is contracted by hills; and is as nar­

row, I was told, as at Fort Cumberland, which is an hun­

dred and fifty miles higher up. It is clogged moreover 
with innumerable rocks; fo that the water for a mile or 

two flows with accelerated velocity. A t length coming 
to a ledge of rocks, which runs diametrically crofs the 

river, it divides into two fpouts, each about eight yards 
wide, and rufhes down a precipice with incredible rapi­
dity. The fpout on the Virginian fide makes three falls, 

one abpve another; the firf!: about. ten feet, the next fif­
teen, and the laft twenty.,.four or twenty-five feet perpen­
dicular: the water is of a vaf\: bulk, arid almof\: intire. 

The fpout on the Maryland fide is nearly equal in height 
and quantity, but a great deal more broken. Thefe two 
fpouts, after running in feparate channels for a fhort 
fpace, at length unite in one about thirty yards wide; and 

as we judged from the finoothnefs of the furface and our 
unfuccefsful endeavours to fathom it, of prodigious depth. 

The rocks on each fide are at leaf\: ninety or a hundred 
feet high; and yet, in great frefhes, the water overflows 

the tops of them, as appeared by feveral large and intire 
. trees, which had lodged there. 

In the evening we returned· down the river about fix­

teen miles to Alexandria, or Bel-haven, a fmall trading 

place 

, 
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place in one of· the findl: fituations imaginable; The 
Potowmac above and below the town, is not more than 

a mile broad, but it here opens into a large circular bay, 
of at leafl: twice that diameter. . 

The town is built upon an arc of this bay; at one ex­
tremity of which is a wharf; at the other a dock for 
building Ihips; with 'water fufficiently deep to launch a 
veffel of any rate or magnitude. 

The next day .we returned to colonel Wafuington's, 
and in a few days afterward to Williamfuurg . 

• 

The time of my refidence in this colony was ten 
months, and I received [0 many inftances of friend­
!hip and good-nature, that not to acknowledge them 
would be an act of ingratitude. It would not be eafy 
to mention particular inftances, without being guilty of 
injufl:ice by .omitting others: but, in general, I can 
truly affirm, that I took leave of this hofpitable people 
with regret, and !hall ever remember them with gratitude 
and affection. . 

May 26, 1760. Having procured three hor[es, for 
myfelf, [ervant, and baggage, I departed from William[­

burg, and travelled that night to Eltham *; twenty-five 
miles. 

May 27. I ferried over Pamunky river at Danhes, and 
went to Todd's ordinary upon Mattopony, or the north­
ern branch of York river; thirty-two miles. 

It The plantation of Col. Ban-ctt. 

May 

• 

• 
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May 28. I went to a plantation in Caroline county;i':; 

twenty-feven miles. 
May 29. To Frederidbnrg; twenty-five rniles. . 
As I was travelling this day, I obferved a large black­

[nake, about fix feet long, lying cro[s the frump of a tree 
by the road fide. I touched it with my [witch feveral 
times before it fl:irred; at laft it darted with incredible 
fwiftnefs into the woods. On looking into the hole, 
where it had fixed its head, I obferved a fmall bead-fnake 
about two feet long; beautifully variegated with red, 
black, and orange colour, which the black-fnake was 
watching to prey upon. I took and laid it, . half ftupi-. 
:lied, in the fun to revive. After I had proceeded about 
a quarter of a mile, it occurred to me that it would be a 
great curiotity if I couI~ carry it to England; I there­
fore fent my fervant back with orders to fetch it: ~ut, 

at his return, he acquainted me that it was not to be 
found, and that the black-fnake was in the fame pofiti9n . 
wherein I had firft difcovered it. I mention this as an 

• 

inftance of the intrepid nature of the black-fnake, which, 
though not venom~us, will attack and devour the rattle­
fnake; and, in fame cafes, it is aff'erted, even dare to 

, . 
aff'ault a man. 

• 

May 30' I left Frederidburg, and having ferried over 
the Rappahannoc at the falls, travelled that night to Ne­
ville's ordinary, about thirty-four miles. 

, 

'" Belonging to Col. Bailor, mentioned above. 

G May 
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May 31. I paffed over the Pignut and Blue Ridges; 
• 

and, croffing the Shenando, arrived, after a long day's 
journey of above :fifty miles, at Winchefter * . 

• 

The Pignut ridge is a continuation of the fouth-we[\: 

mountains. It is no where very high; and at the gap 
where I paffed, the afcent is fo ttxtreme1y eafy, owing to 
the winding of the road between the mountains, that I 
was fcarcely fenfible of it. 

The tract of country lying between this ridge and the 
coafi, is fuppo[ed, and with fome appearance of proba­
bility, to have been gained from the ocean. The fitua­
tion is extrem~ly low, and the ground every where 
broken into fmall hills, nearly of the fame elevation, 
with deep intermediate gullies, as if it were the effect of 
fome fudden retiring of the waters. The [oil is princi­
pally of fand; and there are feyv) if any pebbles, within 
a hundred miles of the £hore; for which rea[on the Vir­
ginians in thefe parts never ilioe their horfes. Incredible 
quantities of what are called [callop-fueHs, are found alfo 
near the furface of the ground; and many of the hills are 

intirely formed of them. Thefe phenomena, with others 
lefs obvious to common obfervation, feern to indicate, 
that the Atlantic, either gradually, or by fome [uddeil 

*' Greenway Court, the feat of the ve- and Winchefter. His Lordlhip being ab­

nerable Lonl Fairfax, is fituated a rew fent, 1 was prevented from paying my re­

miles on the left of the road, about half {peas to him.-See Appendix, N° 4. 

way between the Apalachian mountains 
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revolution in nature, has retired, and 10ft a confiderable 

'part of that dominion which formerly belonged to it. 

The Blue-ridge is much higher than the Pignut: 

though even thefe mountains are not to be compared 

with the Allcghenny. To the fouthward, I was told, 

they are more lofty; and but little, if at all, inferior to 

them. The pafs, at Afhby's Gap, from the foot of the 

mountain on the eaftern fide to the Shenando, which 
runs at the foot on the weftern, is about four miles. The 

afcent is no where very fteep; though the mountains are, 

upon the whole, I think, higher than any I have ever 

feen in England. When I got to the top, I was inex­
preffibly delighted with the fcene which opened before 

me. Immediately under the mountain, which was co­

vered with cham~daphnes in full bloom, was a moft 

beautiful river: beyond this an extenfive plain, diverfi.­

fied with every pleafing objed: that nature can exhibit; 

and, at the diftance of fifty miles, another ridge of frill 
more lofty mountains, called the Great, or North-ride f' {i\ 
which inclofed and terminated the whole. 

The river Shenando rifes a great way to the fouthward 

from under this Great North-ridge. It runs through 

Augufra county, and falls into the Potowmac fomewhere 

in Frederic. At the place where I ferried over, it is only 

, about a hundred yards wide; and indeed it is no where, 

'" All thefe ridges conlift of lingle mountains join~d together, and run parallel to 
each other. 

G 2 I believe, 
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IoeIieve, very broad. It is exceedingly romantic and 
beautiful, forming great variety of falls, and is fo tranf­
parent, that you may fee the [malleft pebble at the depth 
of eight or ten feet. There is plenty of trout and other 
fiili in it; but it is not navigable, except for rafts. ' In 
fudden frdhes it rifes above forty or fifty feet. The low 
grounds upon the banks of this river are very rich and 
fertile; they are chiefly fettled by Germans) who gain a 

corilfortable livelihood by raifing frock for the troops, and 
• 

fending hutter down into the lower parts of the country. 
I could not but re-flea with pleafure on the :lituation of 
thefe people; and think if there is [uch a thing as hap­
pinefs in this life, that they enjoy it. Far from the buftle 
of the world, they live in the mofl: delightful climate, 

, 

and riche(\: foil imaginable; they are every where [ur-
rounded with, beautiful profpeCts' and fylvan [cenes; 
lofty mountains, tran[parent {hearns, falls of water, rich 
vallies, and majeftic woods; the whole interfperfed with 
an infinite variety of flowering fhrubs, conftitute the 
landfcape furrounding them: they are fubjeB:' to few 
difeafes; are generally robuft;, and live in perfeCt li­
'berty: they are ignorant of want, and acquainted with 
but few vices. Their inexperience of the elegancies of 
life, precludes any regret that they poifefs not the means 
of enjoying them: but they poKefs what many princes 
would give half their dominions for, health, content, 
and tranquillity of mind. 

Winchefler 

• 

, 
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, WINCHESTER. 

Winchd1:er is a iinall town of about two hundred' 
, , 

hou[es. It is the place of general rendezvous of tIi~ 
Virginian troops, which is the reafon of its late rapid 

increafe, and pre[ent flourifhing condition. The country 

about it, before the reduCtion of Fort du ~efne, was 

greatly expofed to the ravages of the Indians, who daily 

committed mofl: horrid cruelties: even the town would, 
have been in danger, had not colonel Walhington, in 

order to cover and protect it, ereCted a fort upon an emi­

nence at one end of it, which proved of the utmofi. uti­

lity; 'for although the Indians were frequently in 

fight of the town, they never dared to approach within 

reach of the fort. It is a regular fquare fortification, 
with four baftions, mounting twenty-four cannon; the 

length of each curtain, if I am, not mifl:aken, is about 

eighty yards. Within, there are barracks for 450 men. 
The materials of which it is conftructed, are logs filled 

up with earth: the foldiers attempted to furround it 
• 

with a dry ditch; but the rock was fo extremely hard 
and impenetrable, that they were obliged to delifl:. It 
is fl:ill unfinilhed; and, I fear, going to ruin; for the 

a£fembly, who feldom look a great way before them, 

after having [pent about gooo 1. currency upon it, can­

not be prevailed upon to give another thoufand towards 

finiihing it, becaufe we are in po£feffion of Pitiburg ; 
and, as they [uppofe, quite [eeure on this account; yet ... 

it is certain, that, in cafe of another Indian war on this 

fide, 

, 

, 
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fide, which is by no means improbable, confi.deringour 

general treatment of that people, it would be of the ut .. 

moft advantage and fecurity. 

There is a peculiarity in the water at Winchefter, 

owing, I was told, to the foil's being of a limy quality, 

which is frequently produCtive of fevere gripings, efpe­

ciallyin ftrangers; but it is generally fuppofed, on the 

other hand, to be fpecific againfl: fome other difeafes *. 
During my fl:ay at this place, I was almoft induced to 

make a tour for a fortnight to the fouthward, in Augufl:a 

county, for the fake of feeing fome natural curiofities ; 

which, the officers aifured me, were extremely welt 

worth vifiting: but as the Cherokees had been fcalping 

in thofe parts only a few days before; and as I feared, at 

the fame time, that it would detain me too long, and 

that I fhould lofe my paifage to England, I judged it· 

prudent to decline it. 

'The curiouties they mentioned to me, were chiefly 

thefe: 
I. About forty miles weftward of Augufta court­

houfe, a beautiful cafcade, burfting out of the fide of a 

rock; and, after running fame diftance through a mea­

dow, ruihing down a precipice 150 feet perpendicular. . 

2. To the fouthward of this about twenty miles, two 

.. Profe!for HaUer, iil his notes to the pregnatcd with Vitriolic Magnelia, Sal 
German tranllation of this book, fuppofes Alllarum. 

that the water at Winchcftcr may be im-

• 
CUrIOUS 

• 
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curious hot fprings, one tafiing like alum, the other like 
the wafhings of a gun. 

3. A mofi extraordinary cave. 
4. A mediCinal fpring, fpecific in venereal cafes. A 

{oldier in the Virginian regiment, whofe cafe was thought­
defpenite, by drinking' and bathing in thefe waters, was, 
after a few days, intirely cured. This faCt was airerted 
very firongly by fome officers, who had been pofied 
there: but colonel Wailiington, of whom I inquired 
more particularly concerning it, informed me that he 
had never heard of it; that he was not indeed at the 
place where it is faid to have happened, but that having 
had the command of the regiment at that time, he fhould 
probably have been informed of it. What credit there­
fore is to be given to it, the reader mufi judge for 
himfelf. 
, 

5. Sixty miles fouthward of Augufia court-hode, a 
natural arch, or bridge, joining two high mountains, 
with a conhderable river running underneath. 

6, A river called Lofi river, from its hnking under a 
mountain, and never appearing again. 

7. A fpring of a fulphureous nature, an infallible cure 
, 

for particular cutaneous diforders. 
8. Sixteen miles north-eafi of Winchefier, a natural 

cave or well, into which, at times, a perfon may go 
'down to the depth of 100 or I 50 yards; and at other 
times, the water rifes up to the top, and overflows plen-

tifully. 



• 
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tifully. This is called the ebbing and flowing well, and 
is fituated in a plain, fiat country, not contiguous to any 

• • mountalll or runnmg water. 
9. A few miles from hence, fix or [even curious caves 

communicating with each other. 
A day or two before I left Winchefter, I difcovered 

that I had been robbed by my [ervant: he confeted the 
faa, and pleaded fo little in juftification of himfelf, that 
I was obliged to difmifs him. This diftreired me very 
much, for it was impoffible to hire a [ervant in thefe 
parts, or even anyone to go over the mountains with me 
into the lower fettlements. However, by the politenefs 
of the commander of the place, the honourable colonel 
Byrd, and of another gentleman ,j; of my acquaintance, I 
got over thefe difficulties; for the former, while I con­
tinued at Winchefter, accommodated me with his own 
apartments in the fort, ordering his [ervants to attend and 
wait upon me: and the latter fent a negroe boy with me 
as far as colonel Wailiington's, eighty miles difiant from 
this place. On the 4th of June, therefore, I was en­
abled to leave Winchefter, and I travelled that night 
about eighteen miles, to Sniker's t ferry upon the She-

• 

nando. 
The next morning I repaired the Blue-ridge at 

William's Gap, and proceeded on my journey about forty 

'* Colonel Churchill. 
t Called in Fry and Jefferfon's map, Williams's Ferry. 

miles. 

• 
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miles. I this day fell into converfation with a planter, 

who overtook me on the road, concerning the rattle­

fnake, of which there are infinite numbers in thefe 

parts; and he told me, that one day going to a mill at 

[orne difl:ance, he provoked one to [uch a degree, as to 

make it fl:rike a finall vine which grew clofe by, and that 

the vine prefently drooped and died *. 
My accommodations this evening were extremely bad; 

I had been wet to the :!kin in the afternoon; and at the 

miferable plantation in which I had taken fhelter, I 

could get no fire; nothing to eat or drink but pure 
water; and not even a blanket to cover me.. I threw 

myfelf down upon my mattrafs, but fuffered fo much 
from CGlld, and was fo infefted with infeCts and vermin, 

that I could not clofe my eyes. I rofe early in the 

morning, therefore, and proce~ded upon my journey, be­
ing difl:ant from colonel Walhington's not more than 

thirty miles. It was late, however, before I arrived 

there, for it rained extremely hard, and a man who un­

dertook to :lhew me the nearefl: way, led me among pre­

cipices and rocks, and we were loft for above two hours. 

It was not indeed, without fome compenfation; for he 

* Several perfons to whom I have men- fociety; and, more particularly, how he 
tioned this faa, have feemed to doubt of lhould happen to fix upon that tree; which, 
the probability of it. But were it not true, fuppoling the thing poffible, is the moll: 
a queftion will naturally arife, how an idea likely to have been affeCted in the manner 
of that nature lhould occur to an ignorant defcribed. 
planter, living remote from all cultivated 

• 
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brought me through as beautiful and picturefque a [cene, 
as eye ever beheld. It was a delightful valley, about two 
miles in length, and a quarter of one in breadth, between 
high and craggy mountains, covered with chamredaph­
nes *" or wild ivy, in full flower. Through the middle 
of the valley glided a rivulet about eight yards wide, ex­
tremely lucid, and breaking into innumerable cafcades; 
and in different parts of it frood fmall clumps of ever­

greens; fuch as myrtles, cedars, pines, and various other 
forts. Upon the whole, not Tempe itfelf could have dif­
played greater beauty or a more delightful fcene. 

At colonel Wafhington's I difpofed of my horfes, and, 
having horrowed his curricle and fervant, I took leave of 
Mount Vernon the lIth of June. 

I croffed over the Potowmac into Maryland at Clif­
ton's ferry, where the river is fomething more than a mile 
broad; and proceeded on my journey to Marlborough, 
eighteen miles. I here met with'a {hoIling company of 

* The chamocdaphne is the moll: beau- "the cup, at equal dill:ances; their apices 

tiful of all flowering fhrubs: Catefby in "being lodged in ten little hollow cells, 

his Natural Hi!l:ory of Carolina fpeaks of "which being prominent on the outlide-, 

it in the following manner: "The Rowers "appear as [0 many little tubercles.-As 
-

" grow in bunches on the tops of the "all plants haye their peculiar beauties, it 

" branches, to footflalks of three inches "is difficult to affign to anyone an ele­
C( long; they are white, ll:ained with pur- "gance excelling aU others; yet confider­

" plifb red; conlill:ing of one leaf in form "ing the curious frrucrure of the flower, 

.1 of a cup, divided at the verge into five "and Seautiful appearance of this whole 

"feB:ions. In the middle is a ll:ilus, and "plant, I know of no fbrub that has a 

" ten fiamina, which, when the flower fidl: "better claim to it." Catefby, Vol. n. 
" opens, appear lying clofe to the fides of p. 98. See Appendix, N° I. 
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