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“Biographp.
MEMOIRS OF DR. WITHERSPOON.

(Extracted from Dr. Rogers’ Sermon.)

HIS great man was defcended from arefpe@able parentage,

which had lang poffeffed a confiderable landed property in

the eaft of Scotland. His father was minifter of the parith of
¥efter, a few miles from Edinburgh, where he was born on the
fifth day of February, 1722# This worthy man was eminent for
+his piety, his literature, and for a habit of extreme accuracy in all
his writings and difcourfes. This example contributed not a little
to.form in hisfon that tafte and that love of accaracy, united with
a noble fimplicity, for which he was fo diltinguifhed through his
awhole life. He was fent, very young, to the public fchool at Had-
slington : his father {pared neither expenfe nor pains in his educa-
- ' ' tion.

* Dr. Wifherspoop was Jlineglly descended from that eminent man of
God, the Rev. Mr. John Knox, whom Dr. Robertson styles, the prime
instrument of spreading and establishing the reformed religion in Scot-
1and.” The gtnius, learning, piety, zeal, and intrepidity of this great
man, rendered him singularly qualified for the distingyished part he%:rc
in that interesting event. It'is recorded of Mary, Queen of Scots, that
she said, * she was more afraid of John Knox’s prayers, than of an army
of ten thousand men.” ‘Worn out by incessant 1abours, he died on the
27th day of November, 1572, inthe 67th year of his age. The Earl of
Morton, then,Regent ci‘ Scotland, who attendeqd his funeral, pronounced
his eulogium in a few words ; the more honourable for Mr. Knox, says the
above historian, as they came from one whom he had often censured, with
peculiar severity, * Here lies he who never feared the face of man.” Mr.
Knox’s daughter Elizabeth married the famous Mr. Jobn Welsh, who-
strongly resembled his father-inlaw in geniug, character, and usefulness
in the church: And in thisline Dr. Witherspoon descended from this hon.

ourahle ancestry.
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Bodily infirmities began at length: to come upon him. For
more than two years before his death, he was afli®ed with the
lofs of fight ; which contributed to haften the progrefs of his oth-
"er diforders. Thefe he bore with a patience, and even a cheerful-
nefs, rarely to be met with, in the molt . eminent for wildom and
piety. Nor would his active mind, and his defire of ufefulnefs to
the end, permit him, even in this fitwation, to defit from the ex-
ercife of his miniftry, and his duties in the college, as far as his
healih and ftrength would admit. He was frequently led into the
pulpit, both at %omc and abroad, during his blindnefs ; and al-
"ways acquitted himfelf with his ufual accuracy, and frequenty
‘with more than his ufual folemnity and animation ; and with pro-
priety and dignity he prefided at the lat commencement. IHe
was bleft with the ufe of his reafoning powers to the very laft.

At length, however, he funk uader the accumulated preffure of °
his infirmities ; and on the 15th dav of November, 1794, in the
73d year of his age, be tetired to L.% eternal reft, full of honour
and full of days ;3 there to receive the plaudit of his Lord, « well
done, thou good and faithful fervant, theu haft been faithful over
a few things, be thou ruler over many things ; eater thou into the
joy of thy Lord.” o

————

EUEOGIVM ON THE -LATE CRANCEELOR WYTHEy OF VIRGINIA ; PRO
NOUNCED BY A GENTLEMAN OF THE BAR BEFORE A RESPECTABLE
AUDIENCE IN THE WESTERM PART @F VIRGINIA—]JULY, 1806,

(Extracted from the Informant.)
Fellow citizens,

1 RISE on this folemn occalon with diffidence, when I refle&
on the dignity of the charater to befpoken of, and the feeble abil-
ities of the fpeaker. I have, however, one confolation, when I re-
fle@t that this refpe@able audience is prepared to view the charac-
ter about to be exhibited, with attentien and a fond remembrance.
Among the dead no rival is to be found, nor can pofthumous ce-
lebrity in any degree oppofe the profefional advancement of the
living. By thus paying a jult tribute of refpet to the memory of
the iﬁu&rious dead, we hold up their condu&® to the imitation of
the living, and excite a generous wifh to emulate their virtues,

Permit me then to hcﬁd up to your view the charader of the
late venerable Chancellor of Virginia. This illuftrious man was
born ini the year 1726, fifty years anterior to the commencement
of the American Independence. It is to be regrettedy that thisre-
mote part of the State furnifhes but few documents from which to
colle& information relating to the firlt 5o years of his life. But'
it may be prefumed that the one half; perhaps mose, of that peri-

S
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©f was fpent in the laborious avocation of a lawyer, whofe emi-
mence at the bar introduced him early into a weight and preflure
of bufinefs under which alone a mind.of ordinary capacity might
have funk. But fuch was his indefatigable induftry, fuch the
Rrength of his intelle&, that we find him during this period ace
quiring a ftock of ancient literature rarely to be met with. His
knowledge .of the ancient languages was critically corre&. The
Jpoetical and philofophical produ&ions of antiquity in their origin-
al drefs, were to him familiar ; whilt modern meritorious per-
formances did not elude his refearches. At the werge of old age,
Ae for the firft time turned his attention to the ftudy of the Math-
<ematics and Natural Philofophy, in which, notwithftanding the
period of life and increafing weight of ‘bufinefs, he progreffed with
_his ufual rapidity. And the {cience of demonfiration became ever

afterward the favourite amufement of the few leifure hours, which
#he official duties of the public ftation he filled, afforded him.

" But while viewing his literary attainmients, and befare we enter
on the more ‘important occurrences of his lpfe, it is not amifs to
dropa few remark:on she private chara@er, as a2 man and a citi-
zen. And here give me leave to abferve, that even in his juvenile
years he feems to havehad but little takte for what is termed amu/e-
ments. 'Thefe, generally fpeaking, were beneath the exalted fphere
in which his thoughts were taugﬁt to rangg. ¥le did, what every
young attorpey ought to do—he made the belt anthors his moft
antimate companions, his books his principal amufement.

With refped to morality, he did not think it enough to ‘be nega-
tively good, te do noharm—but he rightly conceived, that man
was placed in a ftate of fociety for the purpofe of being pofitively
virtuous, of doing all poffible good. Hence, every hour not bene-
ficially employed was criminally lok. He faw ‘no medium be-
tween omitting a good a&ion, when opportunity offered, and the
acual commiflion of evil. Hence bis time wis not {pent in thofe
purfuits which are fuppofed 1o be indifferent. He would not en-
gage in what might merely not be condemmed ; but with an am-
%iuon truly laudable, he aimed always to engage in what is ufeful.

In his habits of life he was ftri@tly temperate : yet he was al-
ways fond of the company of a few friends, whofe minds were
congenial with his own. In the domeftic circle his manners were
gentle and unaffuming. The placid {mile of good nature fill fat
on his countenance, and diffufed to all about him the fweets of do-
melftic felicity. He had a peculiar aptitude of giving to converfa-
tion not only a pleafing, but a ufeful and inftraétive turn; info-
much that few of his acquaintances vifited him without going
away better informed than when they came.

Mr. Wythe, though in low circumftances when he firlt ap-

ched the bar as a pleader, difdained the office of a barmater.
E:::o\zld not reconcile it to his moral fentiments nor to the IIU‘IIOI.;}
-
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of his - profeffion, to excite litigation, that he might profit by the -
misfortunes or folly of mankind. .. . :

He has been known to return fees, when he fonnd he could ren~
der no fervice, or his client had deceived him by a falfe ftatement of
the caufe. He wauld decline pleading for a hardened, atrocious
criminal ; bug yoyth, and the unwary in their firlt aberrations
from theline of re@itude, always attra&ed his commiferation.

He has been known to fhed tears for the degraded ftate of his
country, on account of fo many of its inhabitants being held in
bondage and thereby adminiftering to the fpread of licentionfnefs,
rather than that of valour and patriotifm ; which cuufed him to -
look forward with a mournful prefentiment for its future defliny,
whep an odious intermixture might take place ; and then inftead
of being a peculiar people, he a mongrel, feeble race, the derifion
and fcorn of all Europe. ‘ _

The overreaching fchemes of fpeculators he abhorred : witnefs
his decided opinions given in his elegant and inftruétive reports.
And fo fixed was he in this principle, that the perfuafive tongues
of P. Henry and D. Rofs, could nat induce him to take a fhare in
the Georgia Mifilippi company, or any ather of the enormous

_ fpecnlations fecretly fabricated in thofe days. This fhows beyond
dilpute, that he confcientioufly obferved the golden rule of deing to
others as he would be done by ; that he was what a celebrated author
emphatically terms * tH noblelt work of God.”

But I mult haften to another part of the patriot. The charadter
and talents of Mr. Wythe being {uch, it is natural for us to fup-
pofe, that in a time of threatening danger, he would be called-on
by his country s and his patriotifm being fuch, it is equally natur-
al to expe& that he would cheerfully ftep forward to defend her
injured rights ; and fuch was the fa&. When the pride and am-
bition of England had driven heriato a kind of political phrenzy ;
when the refolved to viglate every facred tie which bound her and
her then colonies together ; at that interefling period, it is known
that Virginia was not among the laft to affert ber injured rights,
and that George Wythe was among the firlt of her patriotic fons
who afforded his feyvices in the civil department, for which he was
eminently qualified. Let us now view him as a member, an a&ive,
a ufeful, a leading member of the Copgrefs of 1776 ; that Con.
grefs who bad exhaufted all {chemes of a pacific nature to avert a
civil war, and had remonftrated without effe& ; and who, finding
the court of Britain difpofed to treat every peaceable effort with
contempt, and to add infult to injury, did at length declare the
United States of America to be free, fovereign and independent ; a
declaration which the parliament of Britain affe@ed to treat with

_ contempt, as an ad of temerity ; but which they were well pleafed
1o e as it afforded them a pretext to carry into effedt thofe
: #% murder, rapine and defolation, which they had already
~ ’ concerted.
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concerted. It was then the PBritith fleets infefted our harbours,
and Britifh armies fpread their hoftile banners befere our towns..
Then it was that the patriotic blood of our citizens began to flow in
the facred caufe of freedom. Then commenced the glorious revs,
olution, which under the ayfpices of bepignant Heaven fo happily
terminated in the humiliation of the boafting foe, and in the el{’ab-. :
lithment of liberty, independence and peace throughont all eux
borders. Then it was that different ftates, confederating for com-
won fafety, became fo clofely united, cemented, as it were, by
the blood of the patriots and heroes, that the Union has hitherto
been and we truft will continue to be indiffoluble: and under the
denomination of *the United States of America” affumed that
grade among the nations of the earth to which her fituation and
political advantages fo jultly entitle her. During this important
firuggle, we find the venerable Wythe ftill a&ively engaged in
the grand council of the nation, concerting fucceflive plans of de-
fence, and with difcernment and the moft unabating ardor form-
ing political meafures adapted to fucceflive emergencies.

When the independence of our country was at length eftablifh-
ed, and the return of peace afforded the nation leifure to review
the articles of confederation, we find him called on by his coun-
try to make one of that honourable convention who formed the
Contftitution of the United States ; that conftitution which is the
boalt of every American citizen, the admiration and envy of all
the nations of the earth.

When the conftitution was about to be adopted by the different
ftates, we find him a member of the Virginia convention, who of-
fered the memorable and important amendments to that confti-
tution, which have been finally adopted. He was appointed one
of a fele@ committee to review the laws, and to recommend to-
the ftate legiflature fuch ad@s as were thought fuitable to a repub-
lican form of government. This committee was to confilt of five ;
but the whole tafk, arduous as it was, devolved on three, one of
whor was the late Chancellor. This important duty thofe fages
of the law executed with a degree of difcernment which fhows
that they poffefled minds fufficiently capacious to take in at one
compyehenfive view, not only. the prefent but the future profperi-.
ty of the whole commonwealth.

. As a Judge, this great man has been defervedly admired.
For, a number of years he was fole Chancellor of Virginia. The
immenfe bufinefs which devolved on him in that {tation required a
mind poffefling the greateft energy, firmnefs and patience. To be'
daily poring aver voluminous rolls of dry, unentertaining papers,
to attend, to lengthy dilcufions, to inveftigate and decide compli-
carted and intricate cafes, muft have kept his thoughts perpetually on
the Ryetch ; furely a mind lefs capacious muft have funk beneath
the weight ; a perfon lefs attached to the public good mult have

abandoned
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abandoned the bufinefs, at lealt before the infirmities of age came’
on. But for this important ftation the great Wythe feems to
have been particularly qualified. His comprehenfive mind, his
deep penetration enabled him to look through the malt complex
cafe, and to difrover at firft view the point on which the contro-
yerfy turned ; while the confpicuous views of juftice which he
pofiefled, and his legal knowledge enabled him fpeedily and right-
coufly to decide. If the formation of chancery diftri&@ courts

- took fome of the weight of bufinefs off his hands, ftill he did not
dllow himfelf an idle moment. Refolved to fpend his whole life
in doins good, he employed every leifure hour in teaching others,
in forming the minds of young men fo as to fit them for future
ufefulnefs m public life. :

* Thus in whatever point of view we look at this great man, we
are ftruck with admiration. We fee in him the man of extenfive
erudition, the acute lawyer, the wife legiflator, the able {tatefman,.
the found politician, the true pdtriot, the genuine republican, the
impartial judge, and the honeft man. '

* This ufeful, this laborious life was continued for fourfcore
years; and yet our rifing fighs proclaim that ¢ Heaven has call-
cd too foon.” But let us check each murmuring thought, and
while we haften to follow him to the grave, * the houfe prepared
for all living,” let us cheerfully acquiefce in the wife counfels of
Heaven. '

We muft now turn our attention to a more folemn fcene, a
part of this important portrait, in which we are all immediately
mterefted. However inadequate mof or all of us may be of a&-
img the part already noticed, the part now to be brought into view
we muft all fooner or later engage in. Though we may never be’
Iawyers, legiflators, ftatefmen or politicians ; yet weé ought all tobe
patriots, republicans and hopeft men. And whether we are thefe
or not, we fhall all inevitably be dying mortals ; dying mortals
did 1fay ? nay, he was, and we may be more than this....we may
be dying Crristians. View then, for a moment, that good man in
his 1aft hours; though his body underwent apeculi=rdegree of pain,
occafioned, as it is thought, by the corrofive nature of that delete-
rious fubftance which bafe ingratitude had mingled with his morn<’
ing repaft; yet his mind was calm and ferene, his thoughts were
perfedtly colleted; and in that awful hour, while ftanding on the
erumbling margin of the grave, he had the confolation which the
retrofpe& of a life dedicated to virtue could afford ; the delightful-
prefentiment which the profpe& of a happy immortality could
create. Hard was the firuggle. Long did nature combat the’
deftructive effedts of that pernicious draught. At length fhe yields,
The voluntary and involuntary motions of the fyltem wax feeble :
the natural and vital fun&ions become impaired. Thofe eyes, which
coften rolled with melting fympathy, o’er the fcenes of human

| mifery,
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mifery, are now forever fixed : thofe hands, whofe wave command-
ed theé colle@ed attention of liftening crowds, now cold, fecble and
nervelefs, fall ufelefs down: that tongue, whofe fublime and con-
vincing eloquence was fo often employed in his country’s caufe,
now faulters in his mouth: that heart, fo long the feat of virtue,
now fails to beat : that breaft, which heaved the philanthropic figh,
to view his country’s wrongs—alas ! fhall heave no more. Be-
hold the breathlefs remains, over which the tears of a nation flow !

Virginia stoops with melting eyes,
1o view the mouldering urn;
Her sister States all sympathize,
And join with her to mourn.

1t has lately been emphatically exprefled, that Socrates died like
philofopher. Georce Wythe had the fame trait in his charader,
and was taken off by the fame means. But he in his laft hour al-
fo difplayed the fortitude and refignation of a Chriftian. What a
fublime example ! '

Thus we have followed our venerable fellow citizen to the tomb.
But it would be improper, if not criminal, not to carry our thoughts
one ftep farther. That foul, whofe features we have endeavoured in
fome meafure to delineate, is not dead; it lives in renewed and
immortal vigour. Now let our thoughts take a lofty flight. Let
us for a moment purfue the happy fpirit, clothed with an imper-
ifhable body, ranging through extended regions of cver treth de-
light : ¥nd here, if I might be permitted to offer an opinion, L
would fuppofe the pious and philofophic foul of Wythe, not gaz-
ing with a vain curiofity at the wonders of creation and divine
Providence, but learning and pra&ifing, in a much higher degree,
the pure maxims of juftice and equity, by a confociation with an.
gels and his brethren once of this world ; who have obtained the
vitory, and are arrived fafe before him, enjoying ineffable blifs,
in contemplating real order, beauty and harmony, and in viewing.
the beatific vifion of the Holy of holies; in feraphic praife and,
adoration of the Author of all good, the only wife God. Let us
check our premature judgment of the matter. Whether are we.
going ! Am I attempting to look into heavenly myfteries? Vain.
attempt ! to delineate a icene, which celeftial eloquence would fail
to deicribe. This much we may venture to declare ; * as there is
a God above, he muft delight in virtue ; and that which he delights
in muft be happy.” '

Let us then endeavour to emulate the virtues of this great man ;
and we fhall not only follow him through a life of ufefuf:;:fs to the
grave, but fhare with him its great rewards—glory, honour im..
mortality, and eternal life. :



