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“ HALL SACRED POLITY, BY FREEDOM REAR'D !
'* IIAIL SACRED FREEDOM, WIIEN BY LAW RESTRAIN’D I

DEATTIE,

HUDSON, (New-Yorx) TUESDAY, May 1o, 1803.
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Mither the products of your closet-labors bring,
Enrich our columus, and instrect manhind
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FOR THE BALANCE.
A DRIEF SKETCH OF THE FEUDAL SYSTEM,
PARTICULARLY IN ENGLAND,

IN the 8th century, a warlike peo-
ple from Jutland, who by reafon of their
northern ftuation, were called Normans,
invaded France, and conquered that part
of it which bears the name of Normandy.
William Duke of Normandy, who was
the natural fon of Robert the former
duke, by a tannet's daughter, made an in-
vafion of England, in the year 1066, with
a large flzet and fixty thoufond men.—

Ina general batde, which was cxtremel)'.

bloody, he obtained a decifive viftory ;
flew Harold the Englifl king ; conquer-
¢d the kingdom and ufurped the threne,

William afted the part of an imperious
unfeeling conquerer.  The nation, that
had bended under his yoke, fuffered eve-
1y Ipecies of oppreffion, infult and in-
dignity, All the old inhabitants of Eng-
lard, who, befides the natives, were prin.
tipally the defcendants of Saxons, An-
gles, Jutes and Danes, were diffeized both
of their eftates and offices, which were
given to the followers and partifans of
William. He gave, for inflance, the
whole county of Chefter to Hugh de Abri-
m, his fifter’s fon ; nine hundred and
feventy-three manors and lordfhips, to
Buben, Ear! of Montague, and four hun
dredand lorty two, to Allan, Earl of

Brittany and Richmond, &c. &e.
The whole tealm ot England came into
the pofleffion ot a few Norman French.
men, wha exercifed towards their vafTals
the moft horrible rapacity and oppreffion.
The Enghth language was, ina manner,
{upprefied ; and was fuperfeded by the
general ufe of the French : none, bunt
French fchools were encouraged or tole.
rated ; and all public afls, all judicial
pleas and proceedings, and all deeds and
other inftruments of contraét were, dur-
ing {everal following centuiies, done in
the French language.—The delcendants of
William lhiave poffeifed the Brutifh thrane
even to the prefent day ; and moft of the

‘toyal families in Europe have a near affin-

ity of blood with thm bold and fuccefstul
ufurper, But the ancient Notman nobil-
ity is almolt extinft ; their blood, in
fucceflive generations, has been poured
out on the {caffold. During the Jong and
bloody wars between the houfes of York
and Lancafter, which were rivals tor the
Britih throne, there were very fcw no-
blemen of either party, who .elcaped
death, either in battle o1 from the hard of
the executioner ; and, at the fame time,
the eflates ot thofe who were attainted
and executed as traitors, became fequel-
tered 3 and new families werc builded up
on their ruins. ~

Soon after the termination of thole long
and murderous wars, {abont three hun
dred years ago,) a law, moft important 1n
its confequences, was enated, by which
the nobulity and gentry acquired a power
ot breaking the ancient entails, and of al-
tenating their cftates, ¢ By means of this
‘aw, (fays an eminent hiftorran,} jowned to
the beginning luxury and refinements of

the age, the great fortunes of the barons
were gradually diflipated, and the prap-
erty of the commons increafedin England.”
In thefe ways, the exorbitant power and
wealth of the nobility were confiderably
weakened and diffipated. The rife of the
cmpmonalty bhas, however, been piincipally
owingto commerce, Had England beenan
inland country,the great body of its inhab.
itants might, even at this day, been trans-
ferable as flock, likethe Heflians, from one
landholder to another, becaufe the lands
being in lordthips, the peafants or tenants
who were originally vaffuls, could have
tound no way to break the chains of their
vallalage, and 10 1ife to any degree of con-
fequence : but from commerce principally,
there has rifen in the nation a thind order,
which poflefles a power equal to that of
the king or the nobles, Indecd it would
be hazardous for the king and the nobil-
1y combined together, to attempt an ap.
polition to the united power and influ.
ence of the commons.

By means ot the immenfe Britith navi-
gation, which has becn employed in and
{fupported by commerce, multitudes of
men of the Jowelt families have found op-
portunities of rifing to greay cminence ;
while merchants and manufafiurers at
home, by their fkill and enterprize, have
emerged from their original oblcurity ;
have made their fortunes, and been ablcto
vie with the nobility in wealth and {plen-
dor, At the fame time, men of learning
and brilliant talents, efpecially if they
hended their minds to the fludies of jurii-
prudence, bave, from a low and obfcmie
original, become con{picuous and princi-
pal a&tors m the grand drama o} naiional
politics,
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Thus the feadal fyftem in England, tho'
originally much more defpotic and oppref.
five than in moft other European coun-
trics, has been, in a manner, checked and
balanced, The modern hereditary nobili-
ty fcldom dilcover a great degice of capac-
ity or enterprife.—Proudly relying on
their wealth and titles ; nuifed in the lap
ot fluth, &enervated by debaucheries, they
arc ulually deficient in that energy and
thote talents, which are requifite far the
difpa'ch of weighty bufinefs. The young-
er fons of noblemen, together with many
othais ol fhining talents, who [prung
from common [amilies, have, in lauter
years, been principally employed on the
venerable feats of juftice, and as counfel.
lors, minifters ot flate and diplomatic a.
gents.
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FROM THE CHARLESYON COURILR.

IT would take a long and Jahorious life,
to colle&l into onc mafs, aud difplay in
their true colows, the endlefs inconfiften.
ciesand contradithions of the ami-tederal
politicians and advocages.  Here they are
tound parading in finz robes, boirawed
fiom the federal party when in cffice—
thare we [ee them ftrutting in their own
dowlasand tinfel.  Here contradséhiog ev.
ident matter ot fafl, there contradiéting
themfelves.  Yefterday afferang chat black
is white, Lo-day that white 1s black. Now
denying to the late adminiftrafon the fmall-
cft particle ot merit—again, in the eager-
nefs and tmpetuofity of felf-applanfe, con-
tefling what they {o denicd.

But this inconfilteacy in inferior azents
is harmlefls, when compared with that dif-
playad hy the leading man of the county.
"The people of Amenicaare (o swell squaint-
ed with the fentunents of our Prefi tent, and
his paitizens in the (enate, on the {uhjeft
of thie jndiciary fyftem, that 1t would be ufe-
lefs trefpals on the tite of our ieaders to
repeat them : They have feen that jndicia-
1y receive a fevere wonnd ; they heve feen
its right called in queftion and denied ;
and a mzjority ot the Legiflature dectding
in conformity to the arguments and princi-
ples of thufe who denied it.  Now Iet theq
compaic thofe opinions with the piinciples
laid down in 1776 by our Piefident him-
felf—(shen plain Mr, Zefferfon )—inalet.
terto Judge Iy the, of Virginia, writcen in
reply to vue trom that Judge to hun, when
the Coniluution was forming.

THE EXTRACT. .

t.The diqaity and fability of ;gavern-
“ ment in all its branches, the 1hordls of

ph

the people, and every bleffing of focie.
1y, depend lo much upon an vpright and
fkiltul adminiftration of jnftice, that the
judicial power ought to be diftin& from
bot the legiflature and executive, and
indeprndant upon both, that fo it may
beacheck uponboth, as both thould be
checks upon that.  Thz judges, there-
tare, fhould wlways be men of fearning
and expericnce in the laws, of exempla-
1y morals, great patience, calmnefs and
attention ; theireminds fhould not be
diflradled with jarring wierefts ; they
fhould not be dependent upor any vaan,
““ or body of men. To thele ends they
* thould hold gftates for ife in their offi-
ces, ot, in other words, their conumle
ons thould be during good behavior,
and their {ilaries alcertaned and cftab-
-hihed by lyw,
* For mifbehaviour, the grand inqueft
ot the colony, the houfe of 1eprefenta.
tives, thould impeach them belore the
govcrnor and coancil, when they thould
bave tyme and opportunity to make their
detence ; buttf convifled, thould be re.
“ moved trom their oflices, and {ubjefled
to {uch other punithment as fhall be
‘t thought proper.”
Tu: Jerresson,

Now how s this change of opinion ta be
acconnted for ? Was Mr, Jefferfon fo
young and incsperienced in 1776, that he
was incapable of making up his miad upon
principles ? Certainly not—and that opin-
1on of his, s a proot of it ; tor o faras it
goes, itisajult nne s indeed fo joft that he
vould hardly look into 2 buok upon the fuh.
et of conflnutional rights, where the fame
principle is not lad down. . Thea what can
it be, buta decermination to ke vvery
principle bend to the purpofes of paity, and
to fis political defigns ? The peopie will
know what valu€'to fet upon mea who can
v pliy faft and loafz with principles, us
it faes then convemence, end anfwes
their prvate views,
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TO THE EDITOR.
S IR,

THE two letters which have been offi-
cially publifhed, from the Maiquis de Cafa
Yrujo, to the Seccretary of State, and from
e cuizen Pichon to the goveiner of
Lowfiana, muft be truly gratitying to the
teclings o} every genume American, 1t
they are not abfolutely conclufive to prove
that the intendant of New.Orleans afled
without authority from his Court, iu de.
priving our citizens of their rght of de-
pofit there, at feaft they give us fubflantial
reafon toexpe@t that the enjoyment of thas
right will imwediately be reflored 1o us ;

that the procedure ot the intendant wiil be

(

——y,
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folemnly difavowed by his fovereign, a9
that ample {atistaltion will be made totf
United States for the infult, as well asfy
the injury they have fnffered by his order,

The fricads of our adminiftration Tam,
been ready, as might naturally be expeg,
ed, to take great credit to themfelves far
thefe apologetic papers, from the two for.
eigu minillets.  To the nation it is of ng
immediate importance what was the Teal,
operative caufe which induced the Mar.
quis, and, what is yet more, the CitizmI
thus to humble themfclves, and their gor.
ernments, betore the rifing Tpirit of oy
country. Bnt it may fairly be remarkcr!,
that thefe diplomatic balfams weic not 2y,
plied, nor even prepated, until the meyf,
ures propoled by the minority, in bath
houfes ot Congrels, and the general exf.
peiation of the public, out of doors, hid
forced our refuélant Executive into theo.
pinion, that all was not peace and friend.
thip towards us, abroad—had compelle
bim to affume fome appeatance of that vig.
our, which manifefted itfelf, in fuch en.
ergy, throughout the country, and hady.
bliged his adherents, in the national fenaty
and houfe of reprefentatives, ro {ubfhitie,
at leaft, fomething, tor the Tpirited refoly.
tions and efficacious meafines propofedby
Mr. Grifwold and Mr. Rofs. Had
minoity in Congrefs. and the people it
general, been as tame and in:iffzrent, un
der the condu& ot the Snanifh inteadant
as the head of the Union appeared to be,
until lafhed into exertion by bis polirici
opponents at home, we {hould, in all pi
bability, not have feen, at this day, thk
himble deprecations of the Marquis, &l
thofe anxions expoftulations of citizen P
chon, which have ornamented the columtg
of our new(papers. .

Viewingthe fubje& in this light, theral
American patriot muft rejoice at that fen
fibility, aud that vigour, which flowiy
from the eiremmference 1o the centre, it
{piied the gover nment wth animation nit
s own, and fheamed o “navanal Tl
into fomething like refiftarce. They have
ndeed, while harricd along by the tongt
ot univerfal feeling, complained \hat‘.‘it
was rufhing into war, But thofe lettels
which they now publifh, extubit lucid de
moulration, that a bold and undaustd
{pirit was the true line of pactiic policy,
iefs than of nuional honour.

There is a moft effential advantae
which the Union will derive From the
temper  difplayed by the nunorty, B
Congrels, andhy the great ity ohile
people on this” occafion, The Marqus
wells the Secrerarv of State thut, from the
firft, he was (art,fed he ingen fant’s orddf
was unauthotfed ; Lut, to remeldy thisac
knowledged injuftice and ejuey,, he then
only remonfirated to the tntendant, ad

difpatched aletter to the governor generth

at the Havanna, 'Ihe refult of thele



