i
IR

T




A

NEW HISTORY

OF THE

HOLY BIBLE,

FROM THE

- BEGINNING or Tue WORLD,

TO THE

ESTABLISHMENT or CHRISTIANITY.

WITH

Axswers to moft of the Controverted Queftions,
Differtations upon the moft remarkable Paffages,
and a Connection of Profane Hiftory all along.

To which are added,
Norges, explaining difficult Texts, re&tifying Miftranfla.

tions, and reconciling {feeming Contradictions.

By the Reverend THOMAS STACKHOUSE, A, M.
Late Vicar of Beenham in Berkfhire,

The whole illuftrated with proper Maps and Sculptures.

VOL. IV,

EDINBURGH,
Printed for ALExanDER DoNaLpson, and Joux Woob;

and for James Meuros Bookleller in Kilmarnock,

MDCCLXVIL







T HE
H 1 $ T O R Y
OF THME
B I B L E.
$adbtb bbb pbiddoddd P ddtddpbphdidbddddpdigbe g

B O O K VI. Continued.

Bt o dopdbdopododdodedrotob ol b b F pdeobbdood dodfop bbb p

CHAP 1L

From the Siege of Samaria by Benbadad, to the death of Usz-
ziah King of Judah.

The HisTor Ys

" Otwithftanding the great fervice which the pro- Ofl' “g;
‘ phet Elitha had done Benhadad king of Syria, in A Chot,
curing Naaman, the general of his forces, of a 1003, &c.
" confirmed leprofy, he ftill continued his 'enmitylé{;’“:vm
againft Ifracl. Having raifed an army, with a purpofe to e e
befiege Samaria, he opened the campaign with ftratagemsof 2 Chron.
of war ; and, in hopes of furprifing Jehoram’s troops, laid gjimars ex-
here and there fome ambufcades, which Elifha, by his fpi- ploits a-
rit of prophecy, found out, and all along gave the king%ﬁ:ﬁs ig_m-
of Hrael a timely intelligence of them. Benhadad at firft ozgz.iy,;a_mg
fufpeted that his counfels were betrayed ; but when he was
informed, by 1 one of his officers, that Elifhia (who was

then

+ It is not to be doubted, but that Naaman, upon his return from
Samaria, fpread the fame of Elitha fo much in the court of Syria,
that fome of the great men there might have the curiofity to make
a farther inquiry concerning him ; and, being infarmed by feveral

Vou, IV, A 2



4 The Hiftory of the BIBLE, = Book VI,

A.M. ¢hen at Dothan, 2 fmall city in the half tribe of Manafieh,
300 E¢ and not far from Samaria) muft certainly have been at the
1003, &c.  bottom of all this, he fent a firong detachment to feize him,

frem and invefted the city that night.

:ol:gfgjn’g‘ On the morrow, when -Elifha’s fervant faw the enemy
of2 Chron. furrounding the town, and knew of no forces to oppofe
“—v—"them, + he exprefled his fear and concern to his mafter;
but, upon his mafter’s prayer, * his eyes were opened, and
he beheld a multitude of horfes, and fiery chariots ftanding
in array, ‘and prepared to protet them ; while (as his ma-
fter tonttnued his-prayer) the men that beleagured the
town were ftruck with blindnefs: fo that, by the prophet’s
perfuading them that they were out of their way, and had
miftaken the place they were bound to, they were led, in
this bewildered condition, into the very midft of Samaria,
where, at the prophet’s requeft, God opened their eyes a-

gain to fhow them the danger they were in.. o
‘Jehoram, finding fo gieat a number of thé enemy lying
" at his mercy, would have gladly put them to the fword ;
but Elifha by all weins diflpaded him from it; alleging,
that as he would fcarée be {6 cruel as fo kill in cold blood,
even prifoners.that were taken in war, much lefs.fhould he
touch thofe who ‘were brought into his hands by the pro-
vidence of God ; and, therefore he rather advifed him to

of his miraculous works,they might thence conclude, that he could
tell the greateflt fecrets, as well as perform fuch wonders as were
related of himr; and that therefore, in all ‘probability, he was the
perfon who pave the king of Hrael inrelligence of all the fechemes

that had been contrived to intrap him 5 Patrick’s Commentary,
+ This young man, it is {uppofeable, had been bur a little while
with his matter, no losger than fince Gehazi’s*difmiffion, and there:
fore perhaps had not yet feen any great experiments of his power 10
work miracies ; or, if he had, .the great and imminent danger he
thought his mafter in, (for, in all probabikity, he hid learned from
the people of the town, that this vait body.of men were come to ap-
prehend bim only), might well be allowed to raife his fear, and fhake

his faith 3 Pgol’s Annotations, o s
- * It mult be allawed, thatangels, whether they be purely fpiri-
tual, or (as others think) clothed with fome. material form, cannot
be feen by morral eyes; and therefore, as Elifha himfelf, without a
peculiar vouchfafement of God, could not difcern the heavenly. hoft,
which, at thi§ tine, encamped about him ; fo he requefts of God,
that, ror the removal of his fears, and the qonﬂrmation of his faith,
his fervant might be indulged the fame privilege ; Le (lere’s  Com-

meniary, - o T T
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Chap. IH. from the building of the Terhplc, ctc. 3

treat them with all manner of cmhty ¥, and let them go ; A. M.
which accordingly the king did. g 3001, e
~Bratx; how. fignal foever this picce “of fervice and gc-:oré,tz &ff“
Iiexoﬁty to Benhadad was, itdid not prevail with himto re- from
linquith the old grudge and malice which he had con- 1Kings viiy
ceived againft Ifvael: For, not long after, he laid clofe ¢, Greons
fiege to Samaria, and reduced the city to fuch diftrefs, =
that-an afs’s head was'fold * for four{core pieces of fil-
va, and i three quan;els 0f> a pmt of pulfe, for five.
: : Nay,

[

!

* Though, accerding to the rigour of the laws of arms, 2 ton-
queror is at liberty to put whateves enemies fall into his hands, if he
pleafes, to the{word ; yet the laws of humaoity and compaffion, of
hohour and good nature, fhould always reftrain us from treating
with the utmoft feverity fuch as furrender themfelves, and implore
our mercy 3 for {o {ays the Tragedian, guod non vetat lex, hoc ve-
tat fleri pudor; Senec, Troad. So the philofopher, Egui bone+
Que natura parcere-ctiam captivis jubet ; Senec. De clement. lib, 1,
c. xvili,  And fo the divine, Hoflem pugnantem sieceffitas perimat,
non voluntas: Sicut bellanti et refifenti viclentia readuur, ita
vitlo et capto mifericordia jam debetur. . Augi ad Bonit, ep. i,
But befides the humanuy and charity of the thing, there was this
prudence and policy in the kind tredtment of the Syrians, that, by
this means their béarts might be melified towards the Ifraelites, that
upon their return; they might become, as it 'were, fo many preach-
ers.of. .the . power and greatnels of the Gud of Ifrael, and not
onlybe. afraid themfelves, but diffuade others likewife: from oppof-
ing a'people that had (o iavincible a protector Calmet s Gommen-
2arj s and Pool’s Annotations.

% Ifwe reckon thefe pieces of filver, or fthekels, at:fifteen pence
a-piece, they come ta five pound fterling ; a vatt price for that which
had on it fo little meat, and that unclean, accarding to the law, Lev,
Xi, 26, In times - of famine, however, and extreme neceflity,
the ]ch~them§c]ves were abfolved fromr the oblervation of the law;
nor do there want inflances in hiftory where other people, upon.the
fame occafion, have been reduced to the like diftrefs, if what Plu-
tarch (m the life of *Artagerxes). tells vs, be true,.%iz. that in
thar priace’s war with the Cadacii,, v afs’s head could fcarce have
been purchafed at the price of f'xty drachms, 7, ¢. two pounds and
five illiogs. of our money. ; Calnzet’s CoﬂZ!]l”ﬂfﬂl‘}/ 5 and Pr;deaux s
Cq:mc’é}zm, 1in. the preface. . .. .

1 What wé, io this place, call palfe, our tranﬂauon has renf’ered
doves dunmg; but interpreters bave been at a great lofs to devife,
upon what account the nhabitants of Samaria fhould be obliged ro
buy

A1



6 " The Hiftory of the BITBLE, - Book VI,

A. M. Niy, to that extremity was the famine come, that even
f’;&l’c’;fr‘m mothers were confirained to eat their own children ; -which
1005, ¢ when the king underftood,” + from the information of one

flon  who had been conftrdined 0 do it, he rent his cloaths, and,

1Kings viii. .

to-the_%end n

of 2 Chron, - !

5._._.._‘,_/ y . :
buy fo fmall a quantity of it {for a cab was the leaft meafure the
J-ws had for dry things) at {o deara rare. For food, for falt, for
firing, for dunging their lands withia the walls, feveral interpreters
have {everally applied it: But, uoon a fmall examination, it will
appear, that none of thefe ufes couid fuit with the circumftances of
a city fo clofely befieged as Samaria was. The Talmudiits fuppofe
that they have found out the trie folution, by tranfleing the termin
the original by crop of doves ; for they affirm, that feveral people
io Samaria kept many doves, to bring them prosifions from the
country, which were wont to difgorge what they picked up, fo that
thetr owoers might fell ic at a dear rate : Buar who can imagine, that
{o grest a number of doves, as were neceffary for this purpofe,
thou!d be fufferedto live in a city fo pinched with famiae 5 that doves
fhould be fo docile, and well trained up, as to bring to their. maflters
wharever they had ranged for; or, that, in a ccuntry in a manner
covered with the encmy, who had altogether foraged and laid it
walte, there:fthould be found any nrurithment at all 2 The learned
Pochart therefore has not only talidly confured thefe wi'd opinions,
but has likewife farther obferved, that the Arabians gave the
name of doves dung, of [parrews dung, to two feveral things 1 ifty
to a kind of mofs that grows on trees, or {tony ground ; and, 2dly,
to a fort of peafe or pulfe, which was very common in Judea, as may
be feen in 2 Sam. xvii. 28.; and therefore he concludes, that the
word Cherforim may very well denote wetches, ot pulfe :- And,
for the confirmation of this, fome travellers have told us, that at
Grand Cairo, and Damafcus, there are magazines, where they con-
flantly fry this kind of grain, which thofe who go in pilgrimage buy
and take with them, as part of the provificn for their journey; Hi-
eroz, part. 2. 4ib. 1. ¢. 7.; and an ¢fay towards a new tranfla-
tion,

+ The fory, as it is reptefented in Scripture, is very affe&-
ing. And, as the King of Ifrael was paffng by upon the awall,
there cried a wosman_unto bim, faying, Help, my Lord:. O King.
Aud be faid, If 1ie Lord do not belp thee, whenee fhall I belp
thee 7 Out of lihe barn-floor, or out of the wine-prefs # And the

King



Chap. III.  from the byilding of the Temple, etc.

in a fit of rage, vowed to be revenged. of Elifha, whom he
took to be the caufe of al] this calamity ; and to this pur-
pofe fent an officer to.take off his head, whilft himfelf fol-
Iowed after to fee the execution done,

Elitha, by the fpirit of prophecy. had notice of this
wicked defign againt his life ; and having acquainted + the
eompany with it, defired them to fecure the doors, thatthe
officer might not be admitted until the king came. When

the

!

King fzid unto hér, What aileth thee 2 And fhe anfwered, This
nwoman faid unte me, Give thy fony that ave may eat him 1o day,
and we awill eat my fon to-morrow.; [o we boiled my fon, and did
eat him; and I faid unto ber the next day, Give thy fon, 1hat we
may eat bim, and fhe hath bid ber fon, 2 Kings vi. 26. &e. A
fhocking ftory this! And a terrible effe@ of the divine vengeance,
which Mofes had long before told the Ifraelites would fall upon them,
Deut, xxviii, §3. if they rebelled againft God ; which, at two other
times befides this, vjz, at the fiege of Je ufalem under Nebuchad-
nezzar, Ezek. v, 10. and at that undec Titas the Roman general,
came likewife to pafs; for therein Jofephus gives us a very dolo-
rous account of alady of diftin&ion, who, our of extremity of
honger, was forced to eat the very child that fucked at ber breafty:
Yhe wars of the Feaws, lib.vii, ¢. 8.

+ The words in the text ave, And Elifba fat in his boufe, and
the elders fat with bim, 2 Kings vi. 32. where, by bir houfz, fome
intérpreters undérftand the fzhoo/, where the fons of the prophers
met to be inftrufled ; and, by the elders, his chief [tholars, who
wnder his inftro&tion, applied themfelves to the ffudy of divine
things. But as we frequently read in Ezekiel, of the elders of If-
rael fitting before the prophet to hear him, chap, viii. 1.and xiv. 1.
we cannot fee why the elders, in this place likewife, may not denote
fome good and godly men, who bore office either in the éourt,camp,
or citt{, as it feems probable by the prophet’s defiring their help and
protection. For, though Jehoram himfelf was a wicked man, and
moft of his officers might be forward enough to imitate him,
yet we are not to doubt, but that there were fome of them, whom
Elitha’s holylife, and glorious miracles, together withthe fundry be-
nefits which the public reaped from his miniftry, had won over to
God, and to the true religion ; and thefe were here fitting: with
him, either ro receive comfort and counfel from him in this diftreff
ed time, or to folicit him to ufe his power with God for their relief:
Which accordingly he did, and in compliance to their requeft, not
out of any fear of the King’s threats, (from which he-was well affu-

red,

7
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s The Hiftory of the BIBLE, = BeokNE,

A. M the king was come; and the prgphet was exhorting him t6
}ﬁ’t’éﬁfﬂ have a little patience, and God would remove this afHlic-
,CO;, &c, tion in time, in araving fit of defpair, ke replied; ¢ That

frdm _¢* he would wait God’s leifure no longer, but g6 and wor-
t’K"’_gS;"“" ‘¢ thip* his father’s idols, ¥ they peradventure could deli-
o the “end . . R ) A
of 2Chron, -~ Ver him in this neceffity.” Whereupon the prophet af-
“——fured him, that, if he would ftay but four and twenty
hoirs’ mere, he-fthould  fee fuch an alteration in Samaria,
that + a meafure of flour fhould be f{old for a fhekel, and
two meafures of barley for the fame price. This a certain
ford (a great favourité of the king’s) ftanding by -and
hearing, affirmed o be a thing impoflible, unlefs” God:
fhould tain corn from the clouds ; to-whom the prophet.
“only made this thort anfwer, That him/elf fbould [ee the
plenty, but not be permitted to tafte of it; which according-

ly came to pafs, L
And howit | he people of Samaria, though addi&ted to idolatry,
was raileds  did neverthelefs obferve the ceremonial part of the law,
and, purfuant to this, had 4 fhut foyr lepers out of the city ;
. who'

red, that God would not fail todeliver him), he pronounced the joy-
ful news, which follows in the begioning of the pext chapter;

Pool’s Annotations. . o
+ The word Seak, which we render @ meafure, was equal to
fix cabs, and contained (as fome think) fix quarts, (as others, a
peck, and (as others) a peck and two quarts, of oyr meafure. ‘The
fhekel was much about our three fhillings ; and to have a peck of fine
flour for three fhillings at other times would not have been fo cheap ;
but, confidering the prefent fituation of things it was wonderfully{o3
Le Clerc's Commentary 3 and Poel’s Annotations. R
t The Jews are of opinion, that thefe four lepers were Gehazi,
and three of his fons, Perfons that were leprous, indeed,. were not
permitted to conver{e with other men, and, by the law of Mofes,
while the Ifraelites lived in tents, they wereto be turned out of the
camp, Numb. v, 2, 3. But, after that they came to inhabit cities,
it may be queftioned, whether they treated them with that rigour’;
fince, in 2 Kings viii, 4. we find Gebazi holding difcourfe with the
king, (which makes againft bis being one of the four excluded le-
pers), and giving him a detajl of all Elifha’s miracles ; but this he
might do by talking to him at a proper diftance, Lepers indeed were
carefully avoided, becaufe their diftemper, in thefe hot countries,
was thought contagious ; bat, in the cafe before us, thefe four feem
to be excluded, not {fo much upon the account ‘of their diftem-
per,



Chap. TL  from the building of the Temple, etc.

who lay under the walls, until they were ready to ftarve.
In this condition thefe poor creatures, confulting what 3
meafures they fhould beft, take, refolved at laft to try the
ge’gexoﬁty of the enemy, becaufe, at the worft, they could
but dlC and accordingly, before break of day, went to
the cannp When they came thither, to their great fur-
prife, they found no living creature, but only’hortes and
aflts. The tents were ftanding, and well provided with
riches, and all manner of necetfaries, but the men were
gone: for havmg been affrighted with a noife in the air,
as of an army in tull march, and ready to fall upon them,
they fuppofed, tHat the king of Ifracl had called to his- af-
fiftance {fome foreign powers, (+ the Hittites or Egyptians),
and thereupon leaving the camp, without ever ftriking their
tents, betook themf{elves to their heels as faft as they could.

The poor lepers havirg firit {atisfied their hunger, and

‘ fecured fome riches to thémielves, began to refle&t, that

while they were thus regaling themfelves, and plundering
the camp, their countrymen were in danger of framwving
in the town ; .and therefore, with all poﬁiblc hafte, return=
mg to the gate, they gave the porter notice of the ene-
mies ﬂxght who went 1mmed1ately, and fent an account
of it in to the king. The king imagining, at firft, that
this had been a firatagem of the Syrians to draw his
people out of the town, and fo fall upon them, fent out

. per, as becatife they were ufelefs hands They could neither

fight, nor work in communion with others: They were only fru-
ges confumere nati, and were therefore no proper perfons in a
fiege ; Patrick'sand Calmet’s Commentaries.

+ The Hittites in particular lived in Arabia Petrza, to the
fouth of Paleftine, and in Solomon’s time, (whohad fome wives
likewife out of their country), held a great commerce with him

Afor horfes, 1 Kings x. 29. and xi. 1. But under the name of

Hittites, (as elfewhere under the name of Amorites), the facred
penman feems to comprehend all, or any of the people of Ca-~
naan. For though the greateft number of that people were de-
firoyed, yet fome of them were {pared; and many of them (upon
Jothua’s commg) fled away, fome to remote parts, (as that fa-
mous and arcient pillar, in the coafts of Afric, teftifies), and
othéis to thé countries bordering upon Canaan; where, by
reafon of the fearcity of inliabitants in thofe days, ﬁndmg room
enough, theyfeated themefelves, and in procefs of time, growing
numerous and powerful, appointed (according ta their ancient
manner of government) kmgs to rille over them; Pool’s Annos
tations.

Vor, IV, B ' fome
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“FO : The Hiftory of the BIBLE, Book VI.

A- M. fome parties to teconnoitre fuch places as might be molt
Soothon. fufpected for ambufcades ; but when they returned, they in-
10013, &¢. formed him that they could get no fight of the enemy, on-
from 1y they found the roads ftréwed with arms, ‘and garments,
:ﬁfj:ﬂ”'ind‘ feveral Bundles of things, which they had dropped (as

" of 2 Chron, they fuppofed). fo eafe themfelves in their flighr. Upon
———hearing of this néws, the people rufh out of the city in great
numbers, -and bring in provifions in Tuch quantities, that

corn was fold at the price which Elitha mentioned, and &t

“the titne'which he foretold : And as the incredulous no-
bleman, who had defpifed the prophet’s predition, was ap-

pointed by the king to guard the gate which led from the

“city to the edmip, the bettér to prevent diforders, the croud
“preffed fo vehemently upon him, that they trampled -him
~under foot, and killed him, before he 'had an opportunity

to tafte “any -part -of that great ftore which he faw was

brought to the market.

Hazacel ‘After this miraculous raifing of the fiege of Samaria, Ben.
made king hadad was deterred from making any farther attempts up-
fﬁ,osn”;tr_’ on' Hiael : Nor do we hear any more of him in the facred
thering his ‘hiftory, until Eliflha went to Damafcus, the capital of Syria,
mafter Ben-'to execute the order of declaring Hazael king, ‘which was
hadad. -originally-given to Elijah his predeceffor. The king hear-
ing ‘ofhis arrival, and being no ftranger to his abilities,

* fent-this-fame Hazael, (who was then become-one of his

prime minifters), to wait upon him with a very noble pre-

" fent, and to0 inquire of him, -whether he fhould ¥ recover

" of the ficknefs which he then laboured under. The pro-

phet told Hazacl, that his mafter might recover, becaufe

his diftemper was not of itfelf mortal, but that he was ve-

Ty well dffured that he would not : And then, looking fted-

~ faftly upon him, he broke out into tears, upon the profpect

¥ What :Benha'dad"s diftemper was, we are no where-told in
Scripture; but itis very evident, that itwas not of fo defperate
a nature, butthat he might have recovered of it, had he not
had foul play for his life.” According to theaecount of Jofephus,
it was no more than a fit of melancholy ;-for * whan Le came
*¢ to underftand (as he tells us) that all thefe alarms of chariots
- ¢ and horfemen, that had given fuch anirreparable rout to him,
¢ and his army, were, "in truth,” only judicial impreffions of af-
_«¢ fright and terror, without any foundation, he looked upon it
(¢ as a declaration from heaven againft him; and thif*anziety
% of thought made him as fick in the body too as he was in his
* mind " Fewifb Autig. lib.v) c. 2. o



Chap. IIl.  from the building of the Temple, etc. L5

(as he told him) of the * many barbaroys calamities which, A. M.
he would bringupon Ifrael, when once he was advanced to f;”c}":%
power, as that he would" be, becaufe he was aﬁ‘ured by di- .oo; etc.
vine revelation that he was to be king of. Syria. At thefe fidm "
wmds, Hazael’s ambition took wing; and therefore re- t';‘t‘};’fsﬂ‘;‘d’
turning to his mafter, he concealed the prophet s an{wer, of » Chron,
and gave him good hopes of his recovery, but the next ‘~——
day took care to prevent i, by * {hﬂmg his breath with a

thlck,

- * The particulars are thus enumerated : 1 énow the cvil
that thowwilt do to the children of Ifrael ; their firong bolds wilt thou
St on fire ; their young men «wilt thou flay with the fword; and wilt
dafb their children, and rip up their avomen with child, 2 ngs vm.
12, Thatdafhing young childrenagainft the ftones was one piece
of barbarous cruelty which the people of the eaft were apttorun
into, in the profecution of. their wars, is plainly intimated inthat.
paffage of the Pfalmift’s, alluding tothe calamities which preceded.
the Babylonith captivity : Odaughter of Babylon, waftedwithmife-

, ry! Yea, bappy fhall he be that rewardetb thee, as thou baft ferved us,
b’/c;ﬂ?:d Jhall be be that taketh tb_y c/;z/drm, and throweth them a-
gainft the flongs, Pfal. cxxxvii. 8,9. Nor was thisinhuman prattice
quite out of ule among nations that pretended to more polite-
nefs : For accordmg to the remainsof ancient fame, the Grecmns,
when they became mafters of Troy, were fo cruel as to throw
Aftyanax, Heéor’ sfon, a child'in his mother s grms, (as Homer
reprefents him), hea,dlong from one of the towers of the city. The
nipping up,women with child, is the highelt de(rree of brutal cruel»
ty; and dcruelty for whxch thereis no occaﬁon, becaufe, kill but
the mother, and the child'dies of courfe; and yet it has beed
often known, that in the heat of executmn, this barbanty has
beencommltted Nay, thereis reafon tobelieve, that Hazael, ini
his war with the Gileadites, 2 ngsx 32, 33. verified this part
of the prophet’s predition concerning him; for what Amos, com-
phaining of his cruelty to thefe people, calls thr.ﬁung leead
with t/)rq//ymg m/irumenn afzro;z, both the Septuagint and A-
rabic vefions read, be fawed the big- -bellied awomen of Gilead with
iron faws, Le Clerc’s and Calmet s Lorrunentames
* *Thishedid, thatno ﬁgns of violence. might appear uponhim;
for had the people, m the leaft, fufpc&ed His bemor murthered,
Hazael would not {g eafil y have acceded to the throne ; ; becaufe
(according to the account of ]oﬁ.phus) Benhadad wasa manof
fuch reputation among the people of Syria and Da,mafcus, that
as hxs MEmMOrY was celebrated among them with divine honours,
@us death, no'doubt, had it been known to have been violent,

- Ba ,would




. . . N
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A.M.  thick cloth dipped in:water : And as Benhadad had no

001, elc, - . a « P "
3% chnr. Jon: of his own, and Hazael was.a man of great efteem, e-

o

303, erce {pecially among the foldiery, he' was, without much diffi-

from _ culty, declared his fucceflour,
:ﬁf‘fixl The next thing which Elitha did, was to have Jehu a-
of 2 Chiron. nointed King ‘of 1frael, purfuant to the order that was
‘m given to his mafter Elijah, and to the divine decree of
ancinted  punifhing the houfe of ‘Ahab for theif nranifold impieties.
king of If-
:izlﬁiiuj?_ls crowns of Ifrael and Syria. Jehoram, king of Ifrael, had
horam, and lately had 2n engagement with Ilazael, king of Syria, not
A.h”"”fh far from it, wherein he had received fome very dangerous
ﬁ;ﬁ.go Ju'v_vounds, and was gone down to Jezreel, to'be cured of
them. His'army however + continued the fiege under the
command of Jebu, who, in ‘tie king’s abfence, acted as
caprain-general. This Elitha thought was no improper
apportunity to execute the orders which were left upon

. Sy R P | PR e o3

wy Lo

would have been fully revenged upon the murtherer; Fewi/h
Antig. lib. ix. ¢, 2. We may obferve, however, that hiftory
makes mention of forbe other princes who have died'in the fame
manner that ‘Bénhadad did ; ‘that the Emperor Tiberius (ac-
cording to Suctonius) was, in his laft ficknefs, ¢hoaked in his
bed bya pillow crammed into his ‘mouth, or (as Tacitus
hasit) was fmothered to death under a valt load of bed-cloaths;
and that King Demetrius,the fon of Philip, (as well as the
Ewmperor Frederick the Second), was hurried out of the world
the fame way ; Calmet’s Commentary. C ;

4 Itis fuppofed by fome interpreters, thatthecity of Ramoth-
Gilead was taken by Jehoram, before he'departed from it to be
cured of his wounds. “This they gather {rom the mention made
of the inner chamber, 2Kings ix. 2. the top of the flairs, ver. 13.
and from that caition which Jehu thinks advifeable, Ler nope
g0 forth or efcape out of the city, ver. 15. But thefe arguments
will iot do. W hat we render ous of the city, does fignify, every
whit as propetly, frombeforethe city, i e, out of the camp or ar-
my that is befieging the city. But even, if this be not {o, the If-
raelites might, at thistime, havé the fuburbs, or out-buildings
belonging tothe city, ig their pofleflion, wher'é the geheral might
have his head-quarters, and from Whencé he might give orders
tothe piquet-guard,(as we call it), that rione fhould be permitted
to move. Foi had the town been already in‘their hands, we
“cannot fee why Jehoram fhould have kept all Ifrael there; ver.
14. i. e, all the military force of Ifrael, when a firong garrifon
would have been fufficient; ‘Pool’s .Junotations, i .

him

Ramoth-Gilead was a place of long difpute between the two -
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o
him to0 do; and therefore+ calling one of his minor pro- A.M.
phets, he bid him go to Ramoth- Gilead, and + there anoint ?::t’cfl‘;ﬁ
Jehu, the grandfon of Nimihi, as king of Ifrael, with the 1007, &¢.
utmoft fecrecy, and then to come away with the utmoﬁ €x. from
pedition. "When the "prophet came thither, he found the ‘s:‘;}‘gz:&"
officers in ‘a council of war, and Jehu at the he"td ot them. of 2 Curon.
Defiring therefore to fpeak with himi ‘in private, he did ~———
what hxs inftruftions were, and reminding the general of
the prophecxes of Elijah, concerning the utter extinétion of
the Houfe of Ahab, he epjoimed him (now that he was in.
vefted with power) to put them in execution.
" The officers that were with jehu, had buta contemp-
tible opinion of the prophet; for perfons of this character
mhey looked upon'as a * kind of madmen; and yet, when

they ‘

+ The Jewith do&ors are of opinion, that the prophet whom
Elitha: fent upon this meflage, was Jonah ; but upon this fup-
pofition, he muft, at this time, have been a very young man, be- |
caufe Jeroboam the Second (in whofe reign Jonah prepheﬁed)
did not afcend the throne tillabout fifty years after this undtion
of Jehuking of Hrael. However this be, itis reafonable to think,
that Elifha himfelf did not go to perform this office, either
becaufe he was now grown old, and unfit for fuch a journey,
or bécaufe he was a ‘perfon too well known, and not fo proper
to be employed in an affair that requtred fecrecy ; Patrick's and
Calmet’s Commentaries ' 1

-4 The'Jews are of opinion, that none of the kings of Ifrael
were anointed, but thofe that were of tlie houfe of David, and
thefe only, when there was'a queﬁlon about their fucceff'on as
Solomon, they’ fay," needed nét to have been anointed, had it

not been for the fa&ion of Adonijah, Butin the cafe of Jehu,
in whom the fucceffion of the kingdom of Hrael was to be tranf-
lated out of the right line of the family of Ahab, into another
family which had no rightto the kingdom, but merelythe ap-
pointment of God, there was a neceﬂity for his unction, in or-
der to convey to him a title and to-invefthim in the adtualpof-
{eflion of' the kingdom : For if that (which fome imagine from
Ings Xix, 16.) be true, viz. that the prophet Eleh did, be-
fore this time, anoint Jehu, that unéion did only confer on him
a remote right to the kmgdom, in the fame manner as Samuel’s
unéion did to David, 1Sam. xvz 13. 5 Patrick's Commentary
and Pool’s Annotations.

* The officers who were in _company with Jehu, might eafily
perceive, by the habit, and air, and manner of fpeechofthe per+
fon who accofted Jehu fo boldly, and when he had done his
‘bufinefs, vanifhed fo fuddenly, that he was a prophet ; but then

there
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A.M. . they underfiood that he had anointed-Jehn tobe king, they
3";:&:‘?“ proclaimed him with a general confent. and, with a good
1003,.etc, Dody of forces, marched: directly to Jezreel, where Jeho-

from. ram was.-not yet recavered of his wounds, and whither
:ﬁ}:‘fi:&”‘ Ahazish, king of Judah, wasat that tme come to vifit
of 2.Chrop. him,  Jehu'’s intent was to get to Jezreel, before the
“—=—~—king could have any intclligence of what had pafled ag

Ramoth-Gilead, and there to furprize and {feize him; but
z + centinal from the watch-tower perceiving a body of
men coming, and, by their hafty march, concluding that
it was Jehu who commanded them, apprifed the two.
kings. of it; whereupon they got ready their chariots in
all hafte, and (as the providence of God would have it)
met him pot far from the vineyard of Naboth, the Jez-

there might be feveral reafons which might induce men of their
profeflion to have a contemptible opinion. of men of that order.
The rigid and obfcure courfe of life which theprophets led, their
neglet of themfelves, and of the things of this world, might
pafs with them for 3 kind of infatuation : and the holy exercis
1és to which they devoted themielves, for no more than a relia
gious frenzy. Befidesthis, the fulfe prophets which theyhad feen
an the court of Ahab, had given jult oﬂPence ; and by their affeé-
ed gelures, and {tudied contorfions, (whereby they thoughttore..
commend their crude enthufialms), madg themfelves jufty ridi-
culoys and contemptible. And therefore, it is no wonder that,
thefe officers, at firft fight, fhould cenfure a true, asthey thoughs
they had reafon to judge of the falfe prophet. with whom they
had been acquainted; efpecially when we find fome leading men
in the tr be of Judah ireating the prophets of the Lord (as in
the cafe of Ezekiel, chap. xsiii. 30, 31. apd of Jeremiuh, chap.
XXix. 2()*) as fools and 1pad,mc1;; and fome great names in the
Heathen world, looking upon all pretenders ta infpiration inno
better light ; according ta that noted paflage in Cicero; Quid
babet aulfaritatis furor iffe, quem divium vecatis, ut que fapiens non
videt, ea videat infanus, ¢t is, qui humands Jerfus amiferit, divines
qfécutus ft 2 De divinat, lib, i,

+ In time of peace, as well as war, it was cuftomary to have
watchmen fet ‘on high and eminent places wherever the king
was, to prevent his being furprifed. Thys David, at Jerufalem,
was informed by the watchmen that his fons were efcaped from
the {laughter of Abfalom, when he thonghg therm all loft, 2 Sam.
xiti, 34.5 and therefore Jehoram, who hgad anarmy lying before
Ramoth-Gilead, had good reafon te keep a watchful eye upon
every motion that came, efpecially from thatquarter; Parrick's
#ad Calmer’s Commertarices. ' S
reelite,

{
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reclitey and perhaps -(a) in the place where Naboth was Oéil Ig
ftoned. I vt
‘Upon their firft meeting, a few words convinced Jeho-1cc. e,
rain, that Jéhuhad confpired againft him, and was come, from
“in -an hoftile manner, to avenge + the idolatry and wicked- L’f‘“‘gi i
nefs of his mother Jozebel, whereupon he turned his cha- o ; Chron,
-riot and fled : but jehu {foon overtook him with a fwift ar- ~——r—v
row, which pierccd his heart; and. when he perceived him
- finking in his chariot, he bid an officer that was by, throw
~him into Naboth's field, which was near at hand, - that the
‘word lef - the-hord might be fulfilled,

As

{a) 1Kings xxi. 19.

4 The anfwer which Jehu returns to Jehoram is, ——m— What
» peace, fo long-as the swhorédoms of thy mother Jerebel, andber avitoh-
-crafts are jo many? 2 Kings ix. 22, 4. e. whiltt her idolatries,
wherewith fhe bewitches the people,are {till continued and mul-
tiplied. And-heupbraids Jehoram with his mother’s fins, and
‘not with his own,. becaufe -hers were more notorious and infa-
mous, and what, by his-connivance, he had made his own ; be-
caufe they were the principal reafon why God did infli&,. and
he-was come to executethefe judgments; and. becaufe he could
.find no odions accufations againft him, exceptabout the golden
calves, which he purpofely declined mentioning, beeaufe he

himfelf intended to keep them up ; Pool’s Annotations.
+ The words which Jehu -feems ta quote are thele, —Surely,
1 hive: feen jefﬂerda} the blovd of Naboth, and the blood.of %is fons,
Jaith the: Lord; and I will requite him in this place, 2Kingsix, 26.
It is to be obferved, however, that in all the hiftory of Nabath,
(which is recordedin 1 Kings xxi), we find no, mention made of
the death of his fons; but it is no unufual thing for the Scrip-
ture to fupply, in one place that which has been -omitted in an-
other. It is not improbable, therefore, that as Naboth was ac-
cufed of high treafon, all his family. was involved in his ruin,
and all his eftate confifcated tothe king’s exchequer : and what
feems to confirm this opinion, is, —— That we find Elijah ne-
ver once puttjng-the king in mind to reftore the vineyard to Na-
both’s children, nor the king, in the time of his repentance, e-
ver ence thinking to doit, becaufe, in all human.appearance,
there were¢ no heirs left. Notwithftanding this, Grotius, and o-
ther learned men, have obferved, that thefe words may fignify
no more ‘than. the extreme poverty to which Naboth’s family
" wasreduced'by the death of their father, and the confifcation of
* his goods : -for, among the ‘Hebrews, fay they, all punifhments
"~ and miferies are called 4lsod, Lev, xvii, 4.; and to sake away their
eltate
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A-M.  Ag fof Ahaziah, he attempted to make his refcape, but
3ot i, Was purfued by a party of Jehu’s men, who came up'With
1003, &e. him at Gur, and; as he was fitting in his chariot, gave him

trem 3 mortal wound; fo that, as foorr as he reached Megiddo,
. :OK:;:ES;::;I he died. He was thence removed to Jerufalem, where he
of 2 Chron, Was buried in the royal fepulcher of hisanceftors, and, after
——a reigo of lefs than two years, was fucceeded by his mother

Acthaliah, who ufurped the thronei

Deftroys Je- - Jehu, in the mean time, made the beft of his way m
z‘:;’:i’est:f Jezreel, where Jezebel, refolving to keep up her grandeur
fhe blood, to the laft, * painted and drefled herfelf 1n her royal robes,
therela- — and looking out of her window, upbraided him with his
}tl‘::‘sa;:f angtreachery, as he pafled by, and reminded him of the unhap-
the priefis Py fate of Zimri, who {lew his king and mafter Elan: But
and temple without making her any anfwer, he called to fome body to
of Baal..  ¢hrow her out of the window, which + her own eunuchs

did,

- eftate upon’which they ‘would have lived, was, in effe&, totake
away their blood; in which isthe lifeof everycreature, Butthis
i a little foreed; and therefore, we thould rather think, that
Jehuis here ﬁggr:i\ratmg Ahab’s ctime, and reckoning the fons
as flain with the father, becaufe, by their being deprived of him
and of his eftate, they were, in a manner, in as bad a condition
as though they were dead; LeClerc’s, Patrick’ 55 arid Calﬂzet s
Commentarier.

* The words in the original itnport, Skepat ber epes mpamf,
i. . fhe ufed fibium or antimony pulverized, to'make her eyes,
and eyebrows look black and large, which, in {everal countries
was accounted a great beduty, T he aife of paint has been of an-
cient date, and the art of bIackmg the hair, and beautifying

* the face, may be indulged the vanity of the ferale fex ; but it

“raifes one’s indignation to read of 2 Sardanapxlus pamtmg his
eyes anid eyebrows ; of the ancient Greeks running into the fame
cuftom ;and much more of the martial Romans: butthere were
fops in all natxons thcn as well as now

Ille fupercdmm madida fuhgme tinQam
Obliqua Producu acy, pmgltque trementes
Att‘ollens oculos ‘ - Juv.Sat. i

+ According to the ¢ultom of the ealtern natxons the bufine(s

of thisfort of people was to attend upon queensin  their chambers,
~who bythelrgreat fidelityand obfequioufnefs, gairied generally the
efteem, and were admitted to the confidence of thofe they ferved,
”‘and from ‘thence into'places very often of great truft and pro-

fit,
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did ; fo that, by the fall, her t blood ftained the walls of A. M.
the palace, and, when fhe was upon the pavement, the g
horfes trampled her under foot, and the dogs devoured her jgos, Pl
body; infomuch, that when Jehu (in + confiderution of from
her quality) ordered fome of his feivants to go and bury’K‘IZQS'V“’é
her, they found nothing of her remaining but her fkull, :};éh,z
feet, and palmsof her hands : fo punually was the pro- “—~—
phet’s predidtion fulfilled concerning this wicked and idola-
wous woman !

Having thus feuled himfelf in a quiet pofleffion of
Jezreel, Jehu fent a letter to the nobles, and other great
men, + who were at Samaria, and had the care of the

princes

fit.- It is remarked, however, of Jezebel’s eunuchs, that they
were far from being faithful to her, to let us fee how fuddenty
countries are wont to change with the fortune of their mafters
Patrick’s Commentary. )

+Some of the Jewifh do&ors look upon this as a punifhment,
according to the lex talionis ; for as the had done, {o fhe fuffer-
¢d. “She had caufed Naboth to be ftoned, and now fhe is con-
demned to be ftoned herfelf. For there were two ways of fton-
ing, either by throwing ftones at malefactors till they had knock-
ed them downand killed them ; or by throwing them down up-
on the ffones from an high place, and fo dafhing them to pieces;
Patrick’s Commentary.

t She was the daughter of Eth-baal King of Tyre; the wife
of Ahab, and mother of Jehoram, kings of Ifrael; the mother-
in-law of Jehoram king of Judah; and the aunt ‘of Ahaziah,
who was likewife king of Judah; Calmet’s Commentary,

+ The words in the original, which our tranflation has fol-
lowed, are, Febu aprote letters and fent to Samaria, unto the rulers
of Fezreel, to the elders, and to them that brought up Ahal’s children,
2 Kingsx. 1. But then'the queftion is, How the rulers of Jez-
reel came to be at Samaria ? Some have imagined indeed a mif-
take in the tranfcriber, and that, inltead of Fezreel, the word
thould be Ifael, which is no great variation : But why may we
not fuppofe, -that, upon hearing how Jehu had flain Jehoram,
the great mén- of his court might take the children, and, for
fear that they fhould fall into his hands, flee with them to Sa-
maria, as the capital, and ftrongeft place in the kingdom, where
they might think of defending themfelves againlt his ufurpa-
tion, and (as his letters feem to import) of filling,- with one of
Ahab’s family, the vacant throne. 1t was cuftomary for prin-
ces of the blood, in thofe days, to be brought up in the families
‘of .the prime nobility of the nation; and therefore, whatever
perfons of this quality had thefe princes under their care, and

Vor. IV, C faw
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A.M. princes of the blood, to chufe out whom they thought the
L 3ondee . Bitteft to fet upon the throne of Ifrael : but they being welk
1003, cic. awdre with: what intent he did this, and. not unacquaint~
from ed with the fate of the two kings, he bad already difpatch-
e Vil o, returned him a vory fubmiffive anfwer, wherein they
of 2. Chron. declared themielves entirely at his devation, . 'Fhis declara-
v~ tion he took the advantags of ; fo that, in his dext meflage,
he commangded them  + to fepd him the heads of all the

princes, who + were no lefs than feventy; and in-this like~

wife being pun&ually obeyed, without any fasther delay, he
proceeded

faw the revolution that was like to happen, they might think it
the moft advifeable way to haflen with them .to Samaria, as-a
place of the molt fecurity. = Or, for this very reafpn, Jehoram,
whenhe wentagainlt Ramoth-Gilead; might have fent them, thi~
ther, that they might be under cover from any ill accident that
might poffibly happen in-his war with' the king of Syria ;. Pa-

1rizk's Commentary, and Povls Annotaiions. - . MR
.- T Befides the accomaplifhment:of the divine dectee, Jebu had
this farther defignin requeftingithis crivel {ervice cof the zulers
and glders, and great men of the nation, v,iz.;;fth@t thereby-heg
might engage- them in the fame crime;dnd eonfpisacy with
him{elf, For, by prevailing with,them to murder Ahab’skin{men
in this manner, hetied them to his intereft {o clofely, that it agy
of theinferior people had defigned to oppofe hisdefigns; they were,
by this means, deprived of any man of figure and' diftin&ion to
head them; and not'only {o, but, by thys expedient, Jehu thought
likewife that he might, in a great meafure, jultify, at lealt leffen
the odium of his own cruel and perfidious condu& ; for: this is
the fenfe of his appesl to the people, Yo be righteous : bebold .7
bave confpired againft my majter, and flewy hiz i but awhe fleww alf
thefe? 2Kingsx, 9. As if he had faid, ¢“ T ownindeed, that I was
¢ a great inltrument in taking off the lateking; but am I more
¢ culpable than are the friends, the counfellors, the officers of
¢ Ahab? I pretend not to conceal my fault; but the approba-
¢ tion which the principal men of the nation have given it, in
¢¢ taking up arms againlt the houfe of Ahab, and the wonderful
¢ fuccefs that has attended this enterprife of mine,- are not thefe
¢¢ a certain proof that God has raifed me up toexecute his de-
‘¢ cree in this refpeét? And ought you not.to. acknowledge,.in
¢« this cale, the interpofition of his hand 2" Galwes's Commentary.
+ The facred hiltorian takes care to repeat the number of
thele princes of the blood in two feparate places, (2 Kingsx. 1.
and

IS

o
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proceeded to extirpate every one that remained.of Ahab’s OA- {S‘f-
farmly, the great men of his court, and all his friends. %ncil’chf;&
For, in his way to Samaria, meeting wich fome nephews, 1003, ctc.
and other relations of Ahaziah, who, knowing nothing _ trem
of thefe tranfadtions, were gohg to pay a vifit to the court ;° :nx:;'
at Samaria, he ordered thefe likwife (which in all amount- of 2 Caron.
ed to the number of forty-two) to be flain; and fo, (10—~
give a better face to what he did), taking + jonadab the

fon of Rechab, a man of great firiCtnefs:and fobriety of

dife, into the chariot with-him, he proceeded in Lis journey

to Samaria.

As

14
)

-and 6.) on purpofe to fhew the vile {pirit of thefe great men,
who could defiroy fo many royal perfons, to whorh they were
governours, and to whom they owed a jal protection and de-
fence : and therefore, it was no more than they deferved, if,
when Jehu flew all that remained of the houfe of Ahab, and all bis

reat men, till be left none, he included inthat number (as fome
imagine) thefe bafe, perfidious time-fervers; Patrick’s Comment,

t Jehu mautft certainly have made wonderful expedition and
fecrecy in what he did, to have prevented the report (which ge-
nerally fpreads very fdﬁ) of what had pafled at Jezree!. Two
kings and a queen killed, the whole family of Ahab’extin&, and
a general change and revolution in the flate; and yetnot a word
of this known at Jerufalem, (which was not quite fourfcore
miles diftant from Jezreel), even though Ahaziah the king of
Judah, was one of the princes that was flain; Gﬂ/‘)lt’l.f Com-
mentary.

+ Several learned men are of opinion, that this Jonadab was
not the perfon who gave the precepts mentioned in Jeremiah,
chap xxxv. to his children, butanother of thatname, who lived
in the days of Jeremiah : for it is not likely, they think, thata
man addi@ed to {uch a quict and retired lhe as He inﬂimted
would have come to meet Jehu ; and therefore they ratherima-
gine, that it was fome military perfon of great note and efteem
among the populace, whofe intereft might o Jehu great fervice,
and wholeadvicein many things he afterwardsfollowed. Butwhy
might not Jonadab (how well foever he might love remremen*)
come, upon this occafion, to congratulate Jehu’s zeal again®t
idolatry, and to advife 2nd encourage him to proceed in Tull-
ling the will of God revealed to him? And the realon is obvi-
ous why Jehu might ke glad of the countenance and company
of fuch a man, whofe known piety would gain him more re-
verence and refpe&, than the attendance of any great captam
gould procure him. But, though’ Jonadab the fon of Reclub
\ C:2 is
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A M, As foon as he was come to Samaria, he firft deftroyed alt
. ’C‘?:fi'ﬁ_ that were left of the houfe of Ahab in that city, and then,
3003, &c, pretending that he defigned ta offer an uncommon facri-

from fice
1Kings viil,
to the end
of 2 Chron, is allowed to be a good man, yet it does not therefore follow,
== that he revived the ancient rules of the Rechabites (as fome are
apt to think) upon a religious account, but purely as a matter
of policy. The ftory is this: the Rechabites were of the race
of Hobab, or Jethro the Kenite, prielt of Midian, and father-
in-law to Mofes, 1 Chron. ii. 55.; fo that the Kenites were Mi-
dianites, and the Midianites were dwellers in tents from the be-
ginning; for in this manner Abraham lived while he fojourned
in the land of Canaan; and, in imitation of him, the Midian-
ites, who were of his polterity, might de thefame. Now, when
the children of Hobab, who were all Kenites, were invited by
Mofes to go along with the people of God into Canaan, they
might retain this paftoral manner of life, not only as a badge
of the nation from whence they were defcended, but as a means
likewife to make their habitation more quiet and fecure, (in a
land where they were firangers), bath from the envy of the
Jews at home, and the danger of enemies abroad. For, havin
neither houfes nor lands, but tents and cattle only, which they
could move upan occafion from place to place, they could notbe
fo fubje@ tohoftileinvafions, Butas, inlengthof time, thefe Ke-
nites were tempted, by the more pleafant living of the Ifraelites,
to think of changing this cuftom of their anceftors, this Jonadab,
the fon of Rechab, a famous Kenite, and of much efteem and
authority among them, took occafion to renew it again, and te
bind his pofterity ta obferve it; for which end he forbad the
drinking of wine, left the defire of fa delicious a liquour might
tempt them to plant vineyards, and build houfes, as the Jewsdid,
‘W hat authority he had toinforcethefe arbitrary injunétions, we
cannot learn. It is plain, that he iaid his pofterity under no
curfein cafe of difobgdience; on the contrary, we find, that
the prophet Jeremiah, chap. xxxv. 2. &¢. was dire@ted by God,
to bring them to an apartmentin the temple, tofet wine before
them, and-invite them to drinky which would have been an un-
worthy attion, if they had been under an indifpenfible obligation
of abftaining fromit: and, on theother hand, the Rechabitesre-
fufed it, not becaufe their father laid them underany curfeif they
difobeyed him, but becaufe he promifed, that they fhould live rrasy
days inthe land wherein they were flrangers, if they obeyed his voice,
Jer.xxxv. 7.3 which promife, being alfo made to thefe who o-
woured their parents, Exod. xx, 12. might the more incline them
tothat itrict obedicnce, for which they are {o highly commended
. by
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fice unto Baal, he iffued out a proclamation, commanding A. M.
ail his priefts, prophets, and worthippers, upon pain of X2 6ot
death, to be prefent at this great {folemnity. They all came ; 1003, &c.
and when they, and they only, (for care was taken, that from
none of the fervaats of the Lord fhould be among them), :ﬁg‘fsezg
were met together in Baal’s temple, and the * priefts in of 2 Chron.
their proper veftments, he commanded his guards to go in, —~—
and fall npon them, and kill them all. After this, they ran

to the temple of Baal, brake down his image, and the + o-

ther images of- the like nature, and burnt them publicly.

They" demolithed the temple quite, laid it flat with the
ground ; and, that the place whereon it ftood might in all

tuture ages be looked upon as defpicable, they mude it a

* common jakes.

Thus

by God in the place above cited.  Upon the whole, therefore,
it appears, that Jonadab only renewed what his anceftors had
obferved long before he was born; and that his authority pre-
vailed among his brethren to continue this form of abftinence
for two hundred years after he wasdead, not as a matter of re-
ligion, but as a mere civil cuftom; Patrick's Comsnentary; and
Bedford’s Scripture-chronology, lib. vi, c. 2.

* It was the caltom of almoft all idolaters to be very curious
about the external pomp of their ceremonies, wherein, indeed, the
chief part of their worfhip docs confift. Al the priefts of Baai
were cloathed in ﬁne linen, and their chief prielts, no doubr,
had fome particular ornaments to, diftinguifh them. Baal and
Afarte were Phenician dieties : and therefore, asSiliusItalicus,
in his defcription of the priefts of -Hercules, has given us an ac-
count in what manrer the Pheenictan priefts (when in their office)
were habited, we have reafon from thence to fuppofe, that the
drefs of the priefts of Baal were much of the fame kind.

—_— Nec difcolor ulli

Ante aras cultus? velantur corpora lino,

Et Pelufiaco prefulget ftamine vertex.

Difcin&tis mos thura dare, atque & lege parentum
Sacrificam lato veftem diftinguere clavo.

+ Thefe idolaters, befides the {fupreme God whom they o5
Baal tobe, worthipped feveral other lefler gods, whom they cali
Baalim, and whofeimages were placed in this temple s for it was
an ancient cuftom, (us Servius notes), after the prieft had in-
voked the particular god for whom the facrifice was intended,
to addrefs himfelf to all the other gods, left any of them thould
think themfelves negleGed ; Patrick's Commentary.

! # The hiftories of the eaft furnift us with feveral examples of

princes




23 * The Hiftory of the BIBL E, Book VI.

A. M. Thus entirely did:Jehu deftroy the family of Ahab, and
goor, B the worllip of Baal ia the kingdom of Urael; for which
xo03, & "he was {o far approved and rewarded by God, that he en-

from  tailed the crown upon.his family to the fourth generation ;
:ﬁ;"‘egse;:"but policy: prevailed againft religion, and perfuaded him to
of 2 Chion. continue the old idolatry, even when he had deftroyed the
m new. The calves: whn:h ]eroboam had fet up, he would not
and death, | part with : and therefore God, to make him fenfible of his
difpleafure, ftirred up Hazael king of Syria to invade his
country ; whio, having taken feveral of his frontier towns,
did thereby open a way to make great ravages in feveral
-other places of his kingdom, efpecially in the country be-
yond Jordan, where the tribes of Manafleh, Gad, and
Reuben fuffered much. In a word, we may fay of Jehu,
that, as his conduét was of a mixed nature, God rewarded
his obedience, but punifhed his 1dolatry, who, after he
had reigned eight and twenty years, died, and was buried
in Samaria, and (without any oppofition) was fucceeded by
his {fon Jehoahaz,
Jehoahaz Jehoahaz, to preferve the crown of Ifrael from unitin
i‘;:d{:“ é‘l’:‘with that of Judah, purfued the fame method that his pre-
idolatry,  deceffors had done, in relation to the political worfhip of
unhappy  the golden calves ; {fo that, during his whole reign, God
gee“i’}‘; and forely afflicted both him and his people, by delivering him
into the hands of Hazael, and his fon Benhadad, the third
Syrian king of that name, who reduced him to that low
ebb, that he had no more than fifty horfemen, ten cha-
riots, and ten thoufand foot foldiers left. At length, thro®
the many defeats he had received, and the grievous oppref-
fion under which he hbouxed grown weary of life as well
as government, after a very tr oublcfome reign of feventeen
years, he died, and was {ucceeded by his fon Joath, a
prince more fmtunate and not altogether fo irreligious as
his father. But, to inquire a'litile now into the aﬁaxrs of

the kingdom of Judah.

princesinfli@ting this kind of punifhment upon fuch as were found
guilty of high-treafon, orof contr aveningthe kmg s commands.
To this the decree w]uch ‘Dérius made in favour of the Jews
plamlv alludes: Whafoever fhall alter this avord, let timber be pul-
led dorwan from Bis boufe;-and, being fet up, let him be hanged there-
ony and [ct bis Foufz by made a dunghill, Ezra vi, 11. - And, to
the fame pL..po‘”e, 1s tl\at thireat of Nebuchadnezzar to the ma-
gxcuans &e. If ye avitl not moke known wnto me the dreams, avith
the intorpretation thereof, ye/]yal/ be cut in picces, and your boufes
Shall b= made a dunghill, Dan, i, g,

When
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When Athalia, the daughter of Ahab, and wife to 4. M

. . 001, &C.
Jehoram king of Judah, underftood that jehu had flain her %5 civn,
ton Ahaziah, being a very ambitious, bloody-minded wo+ ioo3, &,
man, and refolving to take the government upon herfelf, from
S : oy . 1 Kings viila
+ fhe deftroyed all the children that Jehoram had by ano- ‘i "cog
ther wife, and all their offspring, that fo the might afcend ot 2 Chion,
. ’ - N e -
the throne without any oppofition. Jehofhaba, the ﬁﬂf:y P
of Ahaziah by the father’s -fide, but not by the wother’s, ufurpaion
was, at this time, married to Jehoiada, the high })r‘ic@v; uf_n]:dcrls:wn
and while Athaliah’s executioners were murdering the rett, ‘;‘3 Irer mi-
fhe ftole away 1 Joath, the fon of Ahaziah, and-kepthim, ferable end.
. o . RO i i , " and

+ The confideration of the fate that attended thefe royal fa-
milies, is enongh to make any one:blefs Providence, for having
been born of a meaner parentage. The whole offspring of je-
roboam, Baaftha, and Achab, kings of Ifrael, was cut off for their
idalatry, fo that there wasnot one left ; and the kings of fudaly;
having contracted anaffinity with the houfé of Ahab, and being
by them {féduced.into thefame.crime, were fodeilroyed by three
fucceflive maflacres, that there wasbut one left,  For, firft, Je-
horam flew all hisbrethren; then Jehu {lew all his brother’s chil-
dren ; andnow Athaliah deftroysall the reft that her executioners
could meet withy Enraged fhe wastofee Abab’s family cut off;
and therefore the: refolved to do asmuch by the houfé of David.
Agfhe was one of Ahab’s family, the had reafon to apprehend
that Jehu, whohad a commiffion to extirpate all, wauld not be
long begfore he called npon her: Her only way, therefore, to fecure
herfelf.againft bhim, was to ufurp the throne ; butthis, fhe knew,
{he could not do without deftroying all theroyal progeny, . who
were no wellwithers to the worthip of Baal, which.the had a-
betted, and was refolved tomaintaing Puol’s sdnnotations, Pa-
trick’s Commentaryy and Bedfard's Scripturaschronology, lib. vi. c. 2.

4+ Some interpreters are of opinion, that Joath was not the
real fon of Ahaziah, (in whom the race of Soloman, in a di-
re& line, was extin@), but properly the: fon of Nathan, and
only called Ahaziah'’s, becaufe he fucceedad him in.the throne:
For bad he been Ahaziah’s true fon, and Athalial’s grandfon,
why might not {he have declared him king, and, during his mi-
nority at lealt, taken the adminiftration inco her own hands?
But therefore fhe'exercifed her cruelty, as they fay, . in deftroy-
ing the princes related to Ahaziah, becaufe the was unwilling
‘to have the kingdom go into-another branch of David's fami-
ly. But potwithftanding thefe reafons, and the authority of
thofe who produce them, in the fecond books both of Kings
and Chronicles,” we find this Joath {o frequently called the

fox
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A. M,
3001, &c.
Apt,Chrift,
1003, &c,

. from
1Kings viii,
to the end
of 2 Chron,
\'\-—\‘__J

The Hiftory of the BIBLE,  Book VI.
dnd his nurfe, concealed * in an apartment of the temple,
+ for the fpace of {ix years.

fh the feventh year, his uncle Jehoiada, being deter-
mined to place him upon the throne of his anceftors, and
to this purpofe having engaged the priefts and Levites, and
the leading men in all the parts of the kingdom, in his in-
tereft, in a public aflembly produced him, and made them
take an oath of fecrecy and fidelity to him, Then put-
ting himfelf in a proper poiture of defence, + he diftributed

Jon-of Abaziak; the king's fon, &¢.“vithout any manner of refiric.
tion, that we cannot be perfuaded to look ocut for any other
father for him,

* Jofephus relates this young king’s eftape and concealmént
thus: —¢ Jehothabath, the filter of Ahaziah, and wife to Jehoi-
¢t ada the high-prick, coming into the palace, found a malc
“ child, of about a year old, whofe name was Joafh, among
¢ the dead bodies of the fons of Ahazialry; whom the nurfe, ic
¢ feems, had there laid on purpofe to fave its life: She there-
< fore conveyed it away to her own lodgings, and thence to
¢ the temple, where fhe took care of it, through the whole fix
¢ years of Athaliah’s reign, without making any one privy to
¢ the fecret, except her own hufband;” who, upon this extra-
ordinary occafion, might difpenfe with the law, or rather cuf-
tom, which allowed none but the priefts; who officiated, to lodge
in the apartments of the temple; Fewifh Antig. lib.ix. c. 7.5
and Calmet’s Commentary. ;

+ It is very likely, that Athaliah might imagine that fhe had
flain all, and fo think herfelf fecure ; or, if fhe fufpeced that
this one was preferved, fhe mightnot think it advifeable to make
any f{tri&t fearch, leaft thereby fhe fhould alarm the people with
the notion, that there was ftill a fon of David’s family lett, which
might be a means to make them uneafy under her government;
and defirous of a change: Befides that fhe might have the va-
nity to think of being able, in a fhort time, tofecure the crowr
to herfelf, in fuch a manner as that fhe {hould not need to fear
fuch a weak competitor; Pool’s Annotations.

+ The captains and other officers, who were admitted to the
knowledge of Jehoiada’s defign, came into the temple unarm-
ed, for fear of giving fufpicion: But asDavid had ere&ed a kind
of facred armoury in one of the apartments of the temple, where-
in the weapons, and other trophies which he, and feveral other
generals, had gained from their enemies; and as monuments of
their victorics, had dedicated them to the Lord, were depofit-
ed, Jehioiada took care, upon this occafion, to have this ma-
gazine of military provifions opened, fo that there wasno want
of any fory of arms; Fofeph, Antig. lib, ix. ¢.q.

-

the
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the arms which David had repoﬁted in the temple, among  A. M.
his people, whom he divided into three bodies, one to guard 377011
the perfon of the king, amd the other two to fecure the ; 1003, etcs
gates of the temple. that none might bepermitred to en-  from
ter, (except the priefts atid Levites, who were to officiate), :OK:;"ESZ;g:
inon pam of death. After this he brought otit the young f 2 Ciren
puncc, fet the crown on his head, + put the book of the =~
law mto lis'Hand, and becaufe his right hadbeen inter-
rupted. anointed him, and with the found of the tr umpet,
proclaimed him, which was feconded with the Joyful thouts
and acclamations of the people.

Athaliah, “hearing the noife, thade all the hafte
fhe could to the temple ; but when, to her great fur-
prife, fhe fiw the young king on a throne, which
was exe&ed + in an eminent place, and the people and

great

+ ‘Thofe who think that the word Eduth, which we tranflate
teftiniony, comes from the Hebrew root ‘Adah, which fignifies, 76
élothe, put o, or adorn, fuppofe thar it was fome royal ornament,
whichi the ligh- prleﬁ put upon the king as a mark of regal digs
nity, at the fd.lTlc, time that he placed « crown upon his head’;
and this ornarhernt they conceive to have been a bracelet, becaufe
in the ftory of the, Amalekite, we read, that he brought to Da-
vid thé bracélet. that wds dpon Sanl’s arm, as:well as the crown
that was uporghnshead But finte; in the 15¢ch chapter of Deu-
teronomy, which treats exprefsly of the eleétion and duty of a
king, there is this injunétion given, That he [hould avrite him
a copy of the law in a book, out of that which is before the priefis,
the Levites. ver. 18. others {with more probability) have thought,
that, at his .cordnation; a toll, containing a copy of the law,
which is frequently called, a teltimony, as being a witpefs of
God’s will, and mens duty), was put in his hands, which he
held, for that time, in the way of a {ceptre or truncheon ;- ; though
others will have it, that when Jehoiada crowned ]oafh he laid
the book.of sthe. law upor his bead, to which cultem holy Job
(chap. xzxi, 355, 36.) ds they think, feems to allude, when he
withes, O that mine adverfary had awritten P baok ! S urely I awould
take it upon my fhoulder, and bind it as a crown to me? For the
manner among the orientals, when they received a letter from
any perfon they highly refpe&ed, was to hold it up to their
heads, before they opened it; Pasrict's and Calmet's Commenta-
ries 3 and Pool's Annotaiions,

4. The.words in the text are, — And fw/wz SPe look-
ed behold the king flood by a pillar, as the mzmm’r was, 2 ngs

.14. Now there were two famous pillars, which Solo-

Vox.. Iv. D men
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A. M. ogreat men about him rejoicing, fhe rent her cloaths,
f;’é'}ﬁi.ﬂ. and cried oyt, Treafon! But Jehoiada foen filenced her 5
1003, ere. For having cognmanded the gnards to- feize, and carry her
fom outof the temple, and to put alt to the {word who thould
:f’t’}‘fe":; pretend to refcue or affift her, they immediately executed
of z Chron, their orders ; and taking her out of the faered ground,
—— brought her, without ‘any oppofitiorr, to the fable-gate
belonging to the palace, and,there flew her. '

Joath bemg thws feated on the thrope, by the high-
prieft’s direétions, made a eovenant with the people, that
they {hould reftore the true worfhip of God, continue in it,
and root out a]l idolatry ; apd then he made another be-
tween himfelf apd the pepple, viz. that he fhould govern
according to- law, and shat they fhould be mindful to obey
him, When this was done, the multitude role, deftroyed
the témple, demolithed the altar, broke down the images,
and killed Matan, the prieft of Baal, who was tnen in
waiting.  After this, Jehoiada abolithed fomt‘fcor’rﬁpdons,-
which former reigns had iniroduced, made fome reforms
in the fervice of the temple,. and then, with all the rulers,
and officers, and people, conduéted the king to the rayal
palace, and put him into a guiet pofleflion of the kingdom
of Judah. . € ,

Toath’s Seven years old was Joafh, when he began to reign,
good reign which was .in the. feventh year of Jehu king of Ifracl;
;‘iirg;rb::_ and, while he was under his uncle Jehoiada’s guidance and
clenfionin- direftion, he governed the nation very well : But, when
o idolatry, k ;

mon etedted in the porch of the temple, whereof that on the right
hand whas called Fuchin, and that on the left Bazz, and were
each of theny (according to'the account we have) eighteen cu-
bits high, 1 Kingsvii. 15, 21. ‘Solomon’s defign, n fetting up
thefe two pillars, is generally fuppofed te have been, in order
to reprefent the pillar of the cloud, and the pillar of fire, which
went beforethe Ifraclites, and eonduded thenin the wildernefs,
The pillar orrthe right hund reprefented the pillar of the cloud,
and that on the left the pillar of fire; and near oneof thefe pillars,
in all probability, the royal throne was ere@ed : Unlefs we can
fuppofe, that, what is hére called # pil/7r, wasthat brazen feaf-
fold, five cubits long; five broad, and five high, which Solomon
made at firl} upon his dedicating the temple, but was afterwards
continued forthe king, upon any folemn eccafion, to appear up-
on, and where doubtlefs there was a throne of flate ; Calmer’
Conmentary , and Bedford's Scripture-chronolegy, lik, vi. ¢, 2. . .
ong
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once that good old counfellor died, (who, in the * hundred A, M.
and thirticth year of his age, paid the laft debe fo mature 37"
and, in confideration of his many gredt fervices done the 103, &e.
public, had the honour to be buried in onc of the royal from
fepulchres), he felt into the hands of fuch perfons ag were |15\
idolaters in their hearts, and they, taking the advantage of of 2 Chiron.
\ his youth, + by their crafty management and infinua-

tions,

* This the hifforian takes notice of, s a life remarkably Jong in
thofe days ; and yet our learned Uther has oblerved, that, in anage
not far remote from our tine, feveral men outlived this period. The
words of Jofep’n Scaliger, which he quotes, are ro this efe@, ¢ Se-
¢ veral perfons we could mention, that have lived 120, 125, and
“ 130 years, whom we kneéw, have feen. and well remember:
¢ But, in the year 1584, thefé was & Paris 4 miracle of an ofd
¢ man, who bore arms under Lewis XI. and, at the age of 140
¢ years and upwards, had the ufe of his limbs and faculties entire,””
But nota greater miracle was he, than our Thomas Purr, the fon of
John Parr of Winnington, in the county of Salop, who abodé with
his father as long as he lived, but, afrer his decéafe, married his firlt
wife at the age of 8o. 'With her he lived for the fpace of two and
thirty years, in which time being convi@led of adultery with ane-
-ther woman, he did publi¢ penance in the church of Alderbury,
when he was 105. In his 122d year, he married bis, fecond wife,
who abedée with bim as long as he lived : But at length he was
brought up to London by the Earl of Arundel and Survey, in the
year 1635, and fhown to the King of Great Britain, when he was
fome months more than 52 years old. Two yeats after this he
died in Arundel-houfe, and might probably have lived fome years
longer, had he continued in bis native air ; Chrons!, facray c. 12,

+ TFbe jews' have a fancy, that the courtiers, who, afier the
death of Jehoiada, got peflefion of Joath, flattered him with a con-
ceit, that he bimfelf was worthy of divine honours, who hed been
brought up in-the houfe of God, a favour that was never granted 10
a mere man, and that the king's' being pleafed with this kind of
fHattery, provoked God to fend upon him the calamiies we after-
wards read of ; even as the angel of God {mote Herod, for affe-
ming the glory to himfelf, when the people, in commendstion of
his aration, faid, That it was thé woice of agod, ard net of a max,
AQs xii. 22, Bat this is mere fancy. If the princes of Judeh
wanted to obtain a toleration from the king for their idul-worilip, it
would have beenhighly abfurd for them to ga about 15 pérfuade him,
that himfelf was a ged; fince they that have the'folly to effablifn
their own adoration, are always very jeulous of the worfhip of any

) 2 ather

=
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A.M. tions, firft obtained a licence for themfelves to worthip fuch
o cheiy idols as they fhould think fit, and then- procgeded to de-
xoo‘g; etc. lude him into the like apoftacy. .

from  In the beginning of his reign, he was very folicitous a-
t’ﬁg‘fé:;"bout the houfe of God, wherein he had fo long,
of 2 Chron. and {0 happily, been cancealed; and, as it was greatly
=~ gone to decay. through the negligence of former princes,

and the depredation of Athaliah’s children, he took na
fmall pains to fettle revenues, and procure cbntribations
for its reparation. + But now, by his connivance at leaft,
if not by his own example, men began to forfake the tem-
ple of the Lord, and toaddi& themfelves to the worfhip of
idols, and graves confccrated to falfe gods; infomuch,
that the divine vengeance was kindled both againft the king
and people of Judah, whereof they had notice by feveral
prophets ; but all to no purpofe. At lepgth, the Spirit of
God ftirred up Zachariah, the fon of Jehoiada the high-
prieft, to remonfirate againft the general impiety ; which
he did in fuch. ftrong terms, that the king was offended at
his freedom, and, 1 little remembering the kindnefs of his

' . father
other, ‘Their making obeifance therefore to the king, denotes the
humble pofture wherein they reprefented their petition, that they
might not be confined to unneceflary and troublefome jourries, in
coming to Jerufalem to worfhip, but he indulged the liberty (which
their forefathers had) of worfhipping God' in high places; which
when they bad once obtained, they knew they might then worfhip
idols, -without obfervation or difturbance 3 Patrick’s and Calmet’s
Commentaries 3 and Pool’s Annotations.

1 Jehoiada, the high-prieft, is fuppofed to die in or near the
three and twentieth year of King Joafl’s reign, fo that Joath might
be about thirty years old, when the princes of Judah.feduced him to
idolatry : And this makes it the more wonderful, what poflibly could
give occafion to fuch a fhameful:change in fo advanced an age, un-
lefs we can fuppofe, that the condu& of the priefts in imbezzeling
the money collefted for the reparation of the temple, {whereof'
he complaios 10 Jehoiadd, 2 Kings xit,.7.), might curdle his tem-
per, and give. him fome difgutt ; Le Clerc’s Commentary 3 and
Howell's Hiffory, in the notes. :

+ This fin, befides the contempt of God’s prophet, and of
the facred place where he was' murdered, had an horrid ingra-
titude in it, fince Zachariah was the fon of him to.whom the
king cwed his life and kingdom, and who. himfelf affifted his

father
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father and mother, to. whom he was mdeb;ed for his own A.M.

life, gave orders to deftroy the fon; fo that a band of ruf- X’;’bﬁ:ﬂ.

fians, appointed for that purpofe, Fell 1 upon him, and, in jc0s, ete.

one of the courts of the temple, ftoned him to death,. call- rom

ing upon God to avenge his caufe. ; :ﬁheg;‘::h
And it wis not long before the great avenger of all Vio~"of 2 Chron.

lence and wrong effectually did it : For, the very next year, [~~~

the Syrian army under Hazael paﬁ?:d the ]ordan, ‘and, freffey }k’,y

marchlng dire&ly to Jerufalem, flew in their way all the Hazael,

princes and great men that had feduced their kmg to idola- 3}5;:;: a

Iry. and dies.
Joafh was in no condition to make any refiftance 3 and

therefore, to redeem himf{elf from the miferies of a ﬁege

took all the rich veflels which his anceftors had devoted to

the fervice of God, .and all the gold that was laid up in the-

treafures of the temple, (beﬁdes what was found in the;

royal treafury), and fent it as a prefent to Hazael, to pre.

vail with him to withdraw his troops, Hazael, for the pre- -

fent, might withdraw them: but, t the next year, they

marched again into the territories of Judah ; and though

father in his uncion, as fome think ; becaufe it is faid, that Fehoiadz
and his fons ansinted bim, 2 Cthl’l xxiii, 1 1. But if Jehoiada was
high prieft, this fon is not reckoned among the fucceffors of Aaron,
1 Chron, vi,; and therefore, itis likely that he was a younger fon
of that family; for, had he beenthz eldeft, he would have had fuf-
ficient authority, without the {pirit of prophecy, to have reproved
Joafh for his idolatry,  Ludovicus Capellus therefore thinks it pro-
bable, that his brother, the high-prieft, connived at the king’s apo-
ﬁacy, and that this younger brother was infpired by God to reprove
it; which boldnefs Joath and his courtiers thought they mlght punith
with fome colour, by alledging, that he was not moved to it by the
Spirit of God, but by a rafh pragmatical temper of his owr, which
they incited the people to chaltife ; Patrick’s Commentary,

+ Ir is highly probable, that, befides the prefeat of gold which
Joalli fent Hazael, in order to bribe him to withdraw his army, he
had made him a promife of an annaal tribute ; and that, upon his re-
fufal 1o pay it, the Syrian army took the field the next year, and, as
the expreflion in the textis, executed judgment upon Foafh, 2 Chron,
xx1v. 24. For (according to the author of the jewifh traditions up-
on the fecond book of Chronicles) while they killed his children be-
fore his eyes, they upbraided im with the cruel and unjuft death of
Zachariah 5 Calmet’s Commentary,

Hazael



30 The Hiftory of the BIBL E, - Book VI,

3

A, M. Hazael was not there in perfon, defeated the forces which

3 cina Joath fent againft them, made great havock. in the coun-

nt, Chrift g ; .

1003, etc. Y, entered Jerufalem, put fome of the princes and rulers to

from  the fword, and treated Joaffi himfelf with tio fmall indigni-

Y’:‘t‘}:’f;";’?' ty and contempt. But this was not all ; for no fooner was

of 2 Chron. the Syrian army departed, but the diftemper, or rather that

“~=—— complication of diftempers, wlicréwith, fome time before,
God had aflied Joafh, grew worfe and worfe ; fo that
being confined to his bed, two of his own fervants, Zabad
and Jehozabad, confpired againft hint, and + flew hini ; who,
after a reign of forty years, was fucceeded by his fon A-
maziah, and buried in the ¢ity of David, { but not in the
royal fepulchres.

) Amaziah was five and twenty years old wher he began
::vme:z‘:shhis to réign, and, for fome time, begaved tolerably well, tho’
fathors he followed the example of his anceftors in letting the bigh
murder,  places ftand, and in fuffering the people to offer facrifice,
ard over-  and burn incenfe there. + As foon as he found himfelf
comes the 4 . . N . . .

Edomites, 1€ttled in the throne, he very juftly took revenge of the two
traitors that had murthered his father; but } their children
he did not touch, becaufe it was contrary to the law, that

children

t Thefe two murderers (mongrel fellows, whofe fathers were
Jews, bur their mothers aliens) perbaps were of his hed-chamber 3
and, having conftant accefs to the king, might more eafily accom-
plith their defign: However, he was fo weak and feeble, thar he
could make no refiltance, and had fallen into that contempt and dif-
efteem, that his guards minded not what become of him ; Patrick’s
Commentary. ‘

1 Though the people could. not punith wicked kings for their im-
pieties while they lived, yet they fixed an odium upon their memor{y
when they were dead ; whereby they both preferved the facredunefs
of the fupreme power, (as Grotius, De jure belli ef pacis, lib. L.
cap. iii. fect, 16. fpeaks), and kept kings, in fome meafure, under
awe, for fear of whar might befall them after their deceafe ; Pa-
trick’s Commentary,

+ It feems, that thefe two affaflins continued to be men of weight
and intereft at court, even afier they bad murdered their king; for
his fon, we may obferve from 2 Kings xiv. 8. retained them in his
fervice for fome time, nor durft he venture to execute juftite tipon
them, until- he was well fettled in his authority, and had divefted
thofe of all power who were their friends and zbettors § Patrick’s
Commentary. v

+ la-this he a&ed like a good man, acd contrary to the wicked
cuftoms of many kingdams, where, ifany one be guilry of high-trea-

fon,
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children () foould be put to death for their fathers. Abet
four and fifty yéars before his accefion, the Edomites had

revolted, in the reign of Jehoram, from the kingdom of
Judah ; and therefore having a defign to reduce then to

their former fubjection, he new-modelled and new-officered
his army, and upon a general mufter, found them 1o be no

lefs than + three hundred thoufand fighting men : But;

thinking thefe too few for his inténded expedition, he
hired of ‘the king of Ifracl an hundred thoufand more,
for whom he 4 paid him an hundred talents; but,

»by

fan, not only he, but his children likewife, who are neicher confci-
ous ooy partakers of any of his traitetous prafices; are equally de<
voted to-deftrucion; left they (forfooth) fhall form any fadion a-
gainft the prince, or feek revenge for their father’s death y Le
Llerc's Comimentary,

(%) Deut. xx1v, 16. ;

+ Hence fome have made an obfervation, how much the ini-
quities of the people of Judah bad diminithed their pumbers fince
the days of Jeholhaphat, which was a fpace of bateighty-two years:
For this king could bring no more than three hundred thouafand men
into the ficld ; whereas Jehothaphatr brought almioft four times as
many 3. Patrick’s Commentary. . .

4 1f thefe be reckoned for talentsof filver, (asthey gen:rally are),
each talent, at an handred and twenty-five pounds weight, and each
pound weightat four psands in. value, the whole will ameunt to fifty
thoufind pounds fleiling, which will be but ten fhillings to each
man, officers included. Very low pay! unlefs we fuppofe, that this
whole fum was given to the king of Ifrael for the loan of fo.many
men, and that the men were te have their pay befides; or
rather that they were to have no other pay but the booty which
they took frem 1he enemy ; and that.this was the twue reafon why
they were fo exafperated at rheir dilmiflion, as to fall upen the cities
sf Fudab. from Samaria evern unlo Beth-horon, 2 Chron, %uv,
13. They went very probably firft te S«maria, whe'e they com-
vlained to their own king of the bad treaiment they had received
from Amaziah, and defired fome repasatioo to be made them for the
affront put wpon them, and the lofs of the proft which they might
bave made in the war ; but, finding him not inclinable to make them
fatisfa@ion, ‘they immediately £+}l foul upun the territories of Judah,
and,” from Samasia (for that is the place vf their fetting out) even to
Beoth-horon, a town not far_ diffant from Jerufalem, ravaged the
country, and did the mifchief here mentighed ; which they might
more ealily do, becaufe the wac.with Edom had drained the cqpntr:g

°
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A. M. by the direftion of a- prophct + whom God fent to hxm on
o it purpefe to diffuade him from employing thefe auxnlxane,s,
3003, etc, Lhey were (wuh much ado) difcharged, and himfclf weat in

from  perfon againft the Edomites with none but ‘his own men,
1:‘;“51‘:“ the people of Judah. - However, being thus {hamefully dif-
of 2 Chron. mifled, as they thought, they were not a little exafperated
- againft Amaziah; and ther cfore, in their return home,

they plundered all the towns in their way, klllcd no lefs
than three thoufand men, and carried away 4 confiderable
beoty, to make an amends for the plunder they had pro-
mifed themfelves in the Edomitith war.

Amaziah, (as we faid), with none but his own forces;
marched againft the Edomites. In the 1 valley of Salt he
gave them battle, flew ten thoufand upon the fpot, and took
ten thoufand prifoners. From thence he marched to Selah +,
the metropolis of Arabia Perrza, which he foon became
mafter of, and from the top of therock whereon the town
ftood, * threw the ten thoufand he had taken _prifoners

headlong, fo thatthey were all dafhed to pieces.. .
‘ Bus

all’ the forces that-fhould have oppofed them ; Parrick’s and Cal
met’s Cominentaries on 2 Chron, xxv, §, 13.

+ The Jews will needs have it, that this prophet was Amos, the
father of 1laiah; but their tradition is built upon a miftake, viz. that
Amos the prophet was Haiah’s father.

+ This valley lay towards the land of Edom, and was fo called,
either from the falt-fprings which were therein, or fromthat falt that
was dug up there s Patrick’s Commentary on 2 Sam. viii. 13.

1 Selak; in the Hebrew tongue, fignifies a reck, and fo exally
anfwers to the Greek word Petra, that moft commentators, with ve.
ty good reafon, have agreed, that this Se/eb is the fame with Petra,
the metropolis of - Arabia Petrza, and from wheoce (as fome ima-
gine) the whole country took its pame ; though others rather thiok,
that; as this city had its fiation on a rock, fo the adjacent trac
was called Arabia Petrea f omits being overfpread with fuch rocks,

or rocky hills 3 Well’s Geograpby of the Old Tefiament, val. iii.

* That this was .n ancient punifhment among the Romans; we
may learn fiom ley, Plutarch, and feveral others; as Mr, Seldea
(zz'e Synedriis, Iib. 1.) obferves, that it wis in ufe among other na-
tions; but 'we do not fiad- it commonly pract {ed among the Jews. k
is fiot in, the catalogue'of the punithments which Mofes enas; nei-
ther was it ever inflicted by any regulsi ju ficature; and therefore one
would think, that the Edomites, either by fome fuch like cruelty to
the people’ of Judah, had provoked them to make a retaliation ia

this
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. . ing A M.
But his cruelty to the captives was not the worft thing 5001, €tc.

he was guilty of in this expedition. In his return, he * 3. chit
brought with him the idols of Edom, to which he paid a- 1c03, etc.
doration, and offcred incenfe ; which thing proveked the ﬂg.’:“; il
Lord fo, that he fent a prophet to reprove him for his t’hfcnd'
apoftacy, and to threaten him with the deftrution which of 2 Chron,
in a fhort time came to pafs. For, being now elated with his [+
fuccefs againft the Moabites, and refenting the affront which fails iato
the Ifiaelitith army had lately put upon him, he + fent idalatry, i

vanquifhed
J oath by Joath

king of I

this manner, or that they were, in their very difpofition, fo apt *a“rfd a:;;
to revolt, that there could be no keeping them in fubjeétion, {:.uhi: own
without fome {uch {ad examplary punifthment as this; Galmet’s qbjc@s.
Differe. furies fupplices; and Le Clerc’s Com. on2 Chr.xxv, 12,

* Idolatry, at the beft, can no ways be apologized, for; but
no reafon can be invented, why any perfon thould make the ob-
je@s of his adoravion fuch .gods as could wot deliver their own
people out of the enemies bands, as the prophet very juftly re-
proves Amaziah, 2 Chron, xxv. 15. unlefs we {uppofe, that the
images of thefe gods were {o very beautiful, that he perfedtly
fell in love with them, or that he worthipped them for fear they
fhould owe him a {pite, and do him fome mifchief, in revenge
for what he had done againlt the Edomites. How much more
wife were the {entiments of Fabricius Maxzimus, upon the like
occafion, who, having conquered Tarentunr, and beingafked
what fhould be done with their gods? bid them leave them
with the Tarentines ; ¢ for what madnefs is it (as he adds)
“ to hope for any fafety fromthofe that cannot preferve them-
felves?” Patrick’s Commentary.

+ Jofephus, in his account of this tranfadtion, tells us, that
Amaziah wrote animperious letter to the king of Ifrael, < com-
¢ manding him and his people to pay the fame allegiance to
¢ him that they had formerly paid to his anceftors David and
% Solomon; or, in cafe of their refufal, to expe a decifion of
¢« the matter by the fword.” Others think, that he intended
no war by this meffage, but only a triul of military fkill and
prowefs, or a civil kind of interview between his men and thofe
of Ifrael; for had he propofed to a& in a hoftile manner, he
would have affanlted them on a fudden, and not given them
this warning to ftand upon their defence, The words of the
meffage are, Come let us look one another in the face, 2 Kings
xiv, 8, Much of the fame kind with what Abner.faid to Joab,
Let the young men now arife, and play before us, 2 Sam, ii. 14.
But how polite {oever the expreffioris may be, in both cafes they
had in them the formality of a challenge, as both the king

Vou. 1V, E and
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A.M Joafh king of Ifrael a challenge, to meet and engage him

30T pish, n 2 pitched baxtle, .
xcoy, &, Joath (as it deferved) * received the meflage with con-

from _ tempt : But, when he found that Amaziah was hereby but
’Ki;"gs 0 the more irritated, and perfifted in his purpofe of fight-
ff; t,_af:m, ing, he met him, and gave him fuch a recept%on, .that he
~—— routed his army, took him prifoner, and carried him * htp
' is

and- general (who were notacquainted with military language)
did certainly underftand them. So that the truth of the mat-
ter feems to be this: Amaziah being encouraged by hislate
viétory, . determined to be revenged for the flanghter of his an-
celtors by Jehu, 2 Kings ix. and for the late fpoil which the If-
raelites had made in his country; and thereupon refolving to
have f{atisfaction, (but in a fair and honourable way), he fent
them this open declaration of war, but conceived in as mild
terms as any thing of that harfh nature could be; Calmet’s
and Patrick’'s Commentaries.

* It was a cuftom among the oriental. people to deliver their
fentiments in parables, in which they made agreat part of their
wifdom to eonfilt : And, confidering the circumftances of the
perfon he addrefled to, who was a petty prince, fluthed with
a little good fuccefs, and thereupon impatient to enlarge his
kingdom, nofimilitude could be better adapted. than that of a
thiltle, a low contemptible fhrub, but upon its having drawn
blood of fome traveller, growing proud, and affetting an e-
quality with the cedar, (a tall ftately tree thatis the pride and
ornament of the wood), till, in the midit of all its arrogance
and prefumption, it is unhappily troden down by the beafls of
the forelts, 2 Kings xiv. 9. which Joath intimates would be Ama-
ziah’s fare, if he continued to provoke a prince of his fuperior
power and ltrength; Le Clerc’'s , Calmet’s, and Patrick's Com.

* Jofephus relates the defeat and captivity of Amaziah after
this manner : —— ¢ No fooner were his men advanced within
¢ fight of the enemy, but they were inftantly firuck with fach
¢ a panic terror, and confternation, that they turned their
backs, without firiking a blow ; and, flying feveral ways,
left Amagiah Prifoner in the hands of his enemies, who re-
fufed to give him quarter upon any other terms, than that
the citizens of Jerufalem fhould fet open their gates, and re-
ceive him and his victorious army into the town; which,
*¢ between the pinch of ncceffity, and the love of life, they
¢ were prevailed upon to do: So that Joath entered the
town in his triumphal chariot, through a breach of three

handred
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bhis own city of Jerufalem ; where he entered in triumph, A. M.
plundered the temple and palace of all that was valuable, Exon?(f}’: ‘8,
laid a tax upon the land, carried off hoftages + for the fecu- 1003, mn
rity of the payment ; and that, in cafe of any failure in this _trom
rcfpc&, the city might lic open to his invafions, he blol'et’K;“Es e
down all the fortifications of the wall, from the gate of U(;;]Ce}f,';,,i
Ephraim to the corner-gate, about four hundred cubits in
length, andfo + returned to Samaria,

Afier this thameful defeat, ‘Amaziah lived above fiftéen
years ; but we read of nothmg remarkable concerning
him, fave that, perfifting ftill in his idolatry, he continued
under God’s difpleafure, and at length fell under the con-
tempt of his fubjeéts; infomuch that fome of + the inha-
bitants of ]eruialem formed a confpiracy againft his life,
which he, having'fome intelligence of, endeavoured toe-

{cape by flying to Lachifh, (a town on the frontiers of the

¢ hundred cubits of the wall (that he had caufed to be made)
¢ with his prifoner Amaziah marching before kim;” Fewi/h
Antig. lib, ix. c. 10.

+ Thefe hoftages were, in all probability, the great mens fons
of the city, whom Joafh took along with them, asa fecurity that
the kingdom of Judah fhould give him no farther moleftation.

+ He never intended to make a thorough conqueft of the
kingdom, nor did he leave a garrifon in Jerufalem; but con-
tenting himfelf with what {poil he could get, he made all con-
venient hafte home, becaufe he had work enough at this time
upon his hands, to defend his territories againit the daily in-
vafions of the Syrians; Patrick’s Commentary.

+ What provoked the people of Jerufalem more than any
other part of the nation, againft their king, was, their feelng
their city fpoiled of its beft ornaments, expofed to reproach,
upon account of the great breach that was made in their wall,
and feveral of their children carried awayas hoftages for their
good behaviour; all which they imputed to their king’s mal-
adminiftration. Whereupon they entered into a confpiracy a-
gainft him, which makes fome commentators fay, that he lived
in a ftate of exile at Lachifh, the fpace of twelve years, not
darmg to continue long in ]erufale‘n after the defeat which
Joafh had given him, But our learned Uther has placed this
confpiracy in the laft year of Amaziah’s reign, as Jacobus
Capellus (in his Hifforia facra et exotica) fuppofes, that it was
fet on foot by the great men of Jerufalem, upon the {pecious
pretence of being guardians to the young priace, und taking
better care of him than his father was likely to do; Parrick’s
and Calmet’s Commentaries.

Ea Philiftines) ;
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A.M. Philiftines) ; but all in vain: For the confpirators fent af-
300 &ic ter him, and had him there privatcly murdered : which,.
zoo;‘, %c. when his friendsunderftood, they brought his corpfe (with-

fiom  out any ftate or formality) to Jerufalem, where he was
:ﬁ']gfse:;‘;" buried among his anceftoss, and, after a reign of nine and
of 2 Chron. twenty years, was fucceeded by his fon- Azariah, who, in
‘—— the book of Chronicles, is called Uzzizh. But to turn our

thoughts now to the kingdom of Ifrael. ‘
Eiita’s ~ Tn the beginning of the reign of Jehoath, king of Ifrael,
:f{::]c’é t}:"s (which was in the 4 thirty-feventh year of Joafh king of
Jehouh  Judah), the prophet Elitha fell fick of a difeafe, whereof
king of If- he died. The king of Ifrael, upon this occafion, came to
:23]i’viar:1dthe vifit him; and having much + lamented the lofs which all
ond mE ¢ Ifrael would have by his death, he received his blefling, and
who touch- dying counfel to wage war againft the Syrians with all cou-
;‘inhe‘: rage and bravery; giving him aflurance, and, * by the
+ 'The fynarchies, or joint reigns of father and fon, in thefe’
times, have rendered the chronology a little difficalt, as it isin
this cafe : For, in 2 Kings xiii. 1. it is faid, that Jehoahaz
king of Ifrael began toreign in the twenty-third of Joafh king
of Judah, and reigned feventeen years: From whence it fol-
lows, that Jehoahafh began to reign, not in the thirty feventh,
but in the thirty-ninth or fortieth year of Joafh king of Ju-
dah: But by this it only appears, that he reigned three of
thefe years in cofjunétion with his father; Howelfs Hiftory, in
the notesy and Patriek’s Commentary. '
+ His words are, My father! my father ! the chariots of
Ifrael, and the borfemen thereof, 2 Kings xiii. 14.; which are
the very fame that Elifha ufed concerning his mafter Elijah,
when he was taken up into beaven, 2 Kings ii. 12, figifying
the great authority he had maintained among them, included
in the word father, and the many glorious viGories which he
had obtained for them, by the efficacy of his counfels and
prayers ; Patrick’s Commentary, '
* 'This was a {fymbolical a&ion, whereby the prophet intend-
ed to reprefent the vitory, which he had promifed the king of
frael againf the Syrians more fully and plainly to him. His
thooting the firflt arrow eaftward, or ta that part of the coun-
try which the Syrians had taken from his anceflors, was a, de-
claration of war againft them for fo doing; and his {triking
the other arrows againft the ground was an indication how
many victories he was to obtain; but his ftopping his hand
too foon, denoted the imperfe@ion of his conquefts, which
did not pleafe the prophet fo well; and for what reafon, wethall
iee in the courfe of the obje&tions ; Le Clerc’s Commentary.

‘emblem
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emblem of a bow and arrows, making him fenfible of the A.M.
feveral viftories which God hdd decrced thac he fhould E\OIK"(:E:@
obtain. 1003, &c.
This was the laft prediction of Elitha, that we read of from

(for foon afrer this he died) ; but it was not the laft mi- [;i‘};'fse:g’
racle that we find he did: For fome time after his inter- of 2 Chron,
ment, a company of Ihaehtes, as they were going to.bury =™~
a dead perfon, percexvmg a band of Moabites + making

towards them, * put the corpfe for hafte into Elifha's

+ Thefe Moabites were not fuch a gang of robbers as fome-
times infeft’ our roads, but a regular body .of men, well ap-
pointed, and under proper officers, to the number of a
fmall army, who made incurfions into the territories of Judah
and Ifrael, generally at the beginning of the year, which is the
feafon proper for armies totake the field ; and therefore fome
have obferved that the month of Nifan, wh'xch with the Jews,
is the ficlt in their year; had its name from Nifim, which fig-
nifies the engines 'of war, which were ufually fet up in that
month ; in like manner, as the month, which we call March,
(and, in part, anfwersto the Jewilh Nifan), had its name a-
mong the Romans from Mars, their god of war; becaufe moft
natlons, at that time, began their rmhtary expeditions; Pa-
trick's and Calr:et’s Commentaries.

* The common places of burying among ‘the Hebrews, were
in the fields, In caverns dug into a rock, with niches for the
corpfes-to-be placed in, and, at the entrance of the fepulchre,
there was an hewn ftone, which might be removed or replaced
without any damage to the tomb. The Jews (as Jofephus
informs us) gave Elifha a pompous and honoyrable interment,
anfwerable to the dignity and merit of fo great a prophet;
but he does not tell us where the place of his fepulchre was.
Hereupon {fome have imagined, that he wascarried to Abelme-
holah, the place of his nativity, to be there interred among
his anceftors : Others think, that he was at firk buried on
mount Carmel, a favourite playe of his, and afterwards re-
moved to Samaria: Othexs again fay, that he was buried at
Nineveh ; and, to this very day, the inhabitants thow his mo-
nument at Moful, which was built, as they fay, upon the very
fame {pot where .old Nincveh flood. But the moft “pre-
Vallmg opinion, founded upon a conftant tradition, is, that he

swasburied fomewhere in the neighbourhood of Samaria, be-
caufe, there, in all-appearance, he died. The tomb, however,
thatis ufually thown for his in that city, can be nothing more
than the repofitories of his remains, fince his original burying-
place was certainly at fome diftance from it; Fewih Antiq,
lib, iz, ¢ 9,

tomb,
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A. M. tomb, which, asfoon as it had rouched his body, + imme-

300r weq diately revived, fo that the man ftood upon his feet,

1003, &, and went home (no doubt) with the company. This mi-
K_from_,_ racle, which was a divine confirmation of the truth of all
opesw i Elitha’s prophecies, could not fail of being a powerful
of 2 Chron, T€ANS to encourage Jehoath in his engaging in war with

Tohoine~ the Syrians, Nor was his fuccefs lefs than the prediction ;
Viftories o- fOr, + in three pitched battles he vanquithed Benhadad,

ver Benha- (his father Hazael being then dead), recovered all the ci-
‘g‘;i‘;mgn‘f ties that had been taken from his father Jehoahaz, and re-
hisdeath, united them to the kingdom of Ifrael.  After this he lived
quiet from all enemies, until Joafh king of Judah, gave
him the {mall difturbance we have {poken of : But, after the.

vitory which he gained over him, we hear no more of his

+ Jofephus, in his account of this tranfa&ion, varies from
the facred hiftory: For, ¢ it happened, after Elifha’s burial,
¢ (fays he), that a traveller was killed upon the way by fome
¢ thieves, and his body thrown into Elifha’smonument, which,
¢ upon the bare touch of the prophet’s corpfe, inftantly re-
¢ yived.” The Jewifh do&ors, who love to improve upon
every miracle, tell us, that this perfon, (whom they pretend
to call Sellum) after he was revived, did prefently die again,
‘becaufe he was a wicked man, and did notdeferve to livelong;
never confidering that his hafty death afterwards was the ready
way to impair the credit of the miracle, and make it indeed of
no effe®. However thismay be, itis certain, that by this mi-
racle, (as wefindit related in Scripture), God did the highef
honour to his prophet, and confirmed the truth of what he
had promifed to the king of Ifrael, as well as the certainty of
a future life; in which fenfe fome part of the charader,
which the author of Ecclefiafticus, chap xlviii. 12. gives him,
may not improperly be underftood : Efifba awas filled awith E-
lijab’s [pirit, whilft ke awas mot moved with the piefence of any
prince, neither could any bring him into fubjection : No aord
could overcome him 5 and, after bis death, his body prophefied :
He did awonders in his life, and at his death were bis aorks mar-
vellous ; Jewifh Antq. lib, ix. ¢. 9. and Calmet’s Comment.

+ We have no particulars of the war between Jehoath and
the Syrians, nor can we tell where thefe three battles were
fought; but the fuccefs of them was fo great, that the king of
Ifrael not only retook all the places that had been loftin his own
dominions, but repulfed the enemy into their own country,and
there obtained a fignal victory over them; Patrick’s Gomment,

_appearing
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appearing in the field, and may therefore conclude, that A.M.

(after a reign of fixteen years) he died in peace, and was §n aoria,
fucceeded in his throne by his fon Jeroboam. 1003, etc,

In the fificenth year of Amaziah king of Judah, this _from
Jeroboam, the fecond of that name, began to reign over Lo P
Ifrael, and by + the encouragement which the prophetof 2 Chron.
Jonah gave him, proved fuccefsful in many military a- o
chievements. He recovered a large territory, which feveralihe second,
kings had taken from his predeceflors, even all the country gre.tly en-
from Libanus, on the north, to the Lake Afphaltites, on }f;’fegot:; ¢
the fouth ; but efpecially on the eaft of Jordan, whereby Ifragel, and
he enlarged thofe conquefts which his father Joath hadafter him
made : And whereas Hamath and Damafcus had, in the ‘hc.’ct‘;“(“”
days of David and Solomon, been tributaries to the kings ijg;‘l,m‘_'
of Judah, but had now revolted from Ifrael, he con-
quered them again, and + made them pay homage to
him, as they had formerly done to his predeceflors. So
that, after a long reign of + onc and forty years, wherein

his

+ The only mention we have of this prophet (whom
the Jews will have to be the fon of the widow of Zarephtha whom-
Elijah raifed from thedead, but without any foundation of rea-
fon) is in this paflage, and the account of his famous miflion
to.Nineveh. What the prophecies were, whereby he encou-
raged Jeroboam to proclaim war againft the king of Syria, we
haveno where recorded ; butas we have notevery thing which
the prophets did write, fo feveral prophets, we muft know, did
not commit their preditions to writing. From this place,
however, we may obferve, That God was very merciful to the
.ifraelites, (though they were certainly a very wicked people),
in continuing a race of prophets among them, even after E-
lilha was dead ; Patrick’s Commentary.

1+ Some are of opinion, that when Jeroboam reconquered
thefe two chief cities of Syria, he reftored them to the king-
dom of Judah, becaufe they belonged to it of right, and re-
ferved to himfelf only a fmall tribute to be paid him by wayof
acknowledgment, This is what the original Hebrew, as well
as the Chaldee and Septuagint verfions fecms to favour: But
the Syriac and Arabic tranflators have omitted the word 7x-
dah, and may therefore be fuppofed to think, (as feveral others
do), that Jeroboam kept to himfelfall thofe placeswhich he had
recovered at hisown hazardapd expence : Calmet’s Comment.

+ This was much longer than any of the kingsof Iirael had
reigned: For even Jehu himfelf, thohis reignwaslonger than
that of any who went before him, reigned but twenty-eight
years; God baving on purpofe prolonged this prince’s reign,

becaufe
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A. M. his arms were all along fuccefsful, he + died in much ho-
3001, 8;;{1’: nour and renown, and was buried with his anceftors; but
12003, ete. "(whether 1t was through wars abroad, or through difcord

“from and diflfention at home) he left the government in fuch
t’f:ﬁfe‘;\‘;" confufion, that, after his deceafe, there was an interreg-
of 2 Chron. UM for the fpace of two and twenty years.
~—v——  During the time of this interregnum, Jonah * the fon
The book . o, : " . .
of Jonah, of Amittai, who had prophefied before, in " the time of
and its con- Jeroboam, was now fent upon another errand. His com-
tentsy miflion was exprefsly to Nineveh, whither he was to go,and

to exhort the inhabitants to repentance, becaufe the cry

becaufe he was hot minded to blot out the name of Ifrael from
ynder heaven, but to fave them by his hand; 2 Kings xiv. 27,

1 The prophet Ameos, who lived in the reign of this prince,
was accufed by Amaziah, the prieft of Bethel, for prophefying
that Feroboam [fhould die by the fword; but Amos never made
any fuch predi@ion. It was a falfe accufation which this ido-
latrous prielt fent againft him, becaufe he was defirous to have
him removed out of the way; Amos vii. 10, &,

* It is a very common opinion among the Jews, (aswe faid)
that Jonah was the widow of Zarephtha’s fon; and this opi-,
nion they found upon the words of the mother, when fhe re-
ceived her fon alive from the prophet’s hand: By this [ know,
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth, 1 Kings xvii. 24.
for therefore, fay they, was the child called the fon of Amiz-
tai, becaufe Amiitai fignifies truth: A weak reafon, God wot!
and fuch as is plainly repugnant to the teftimony of Scripture,
For thiswe know for certain, that Jonah lived in the reigns of
Joath, and Jeroboam the Sécond, kings of Ifrael; and there-
fore could not be the widow of Zarephtha's {fon, lince the for-
mer of thefe two princes did not begin to reign till fixty years
after the the tranflation of Elijah. Others pretend, that he
was fon to the Shunamite woman, whom the prophet Elifha
raifed from the dead; but Shunam and Gath-hepher (where
we are certain Jonah was born) were two quite different
places, the former in the tribe of Iffachar, the other
in that of Zebulun; and therefore, we may conclude, that
Amittai was the proper name of Jonah’s father, who lived in
a little canton of the tribe of Zebulun, called Hepber, or Ho-
phir, wherein was the town of Gath, which is generally be-
lieved to be the fame with Jotapato, fo famous for the fiege
which Jofephus, the Jewifh hiftorian, there maintained againft
the Roman army, a little before the deftru&ion of Jerufalemg

Calmet’s Preface fur Fonas, and his Diffionary, under the
word, .
o
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of their fins had reached bheaven. But inftead of. obcymg A.M.
the divine command, the facred hiftory informs us, that ?4.0::[’(?8}::1(
he bent his courfe another way, and, intending to retire to 1003, &t
Tarfus, a city in Cilicia, embarked at Joppa *, a fea-port  from
on the Mediterranean; that as foon as he had well got to t‘oli‘;’f:;:;"
fea, an unaccountable &orm arofe, which gavethe mariners 4f 5, Chron,
a fufpicion, that fome great malefactor was got on board, ~———
upon whofe account the heavens {feemed fo very angry 1 ;

that

* Joppa is a {ea-port town 1o Paleltine, upon the Mediterranean,
and was formerly the only port which the Jews had upon that coaft,
whither all the materials that were fent from Tyre, towards the
building of Solomon’s temple, were brought, and laoded, The
town itfelf is very ancient ; for profane authors reckon it was’
built before the floed, and derive the name of it from Joppa, the
daughter of Elolas, and the wife of Cepheus, who was the founder of°
i1, Others are rather inclined to believe, that it was built by japhet,
and from him had the name of Fapho, which was afterwards mould-
ed into Joppa, but is now generally called 7affz, which comes near-
er to the firft appellation. The town is fituated in a fine plain, be-
tween Jamniz to the fouth; Cefarea of Palelline, to the north ;
and Rama, or Ramula, to the eaft; but at prefent, is in a poor:
and mean condition ; mor is its port by any means good, by reafen
of the rocks which projed into the fea, The chief thing for which
this place was famous, in ancient Pagan hiftory, is the expofition of
Andromeda the daughter of Cepheus, king of Egypt, who, for her
mother’s pride, was bound to arock, i order to be devoured bya:
{eaemonfler, but was delivered by the valour and bravery of Per~
feus, who afterwards married her: For, in the times of Melaand
Pliny, there were fome marks remaining (as they themfelves teflify,
nempe, Mela, lib. i. ¢, 11.; Pliny, lib. v. c. 13, ; Jofeph, De bello
jud, lib. iii. . 15.) of the chains’ wherewith this royal virgin was
bound to the tock which projects into the fea. But-all this.is mere
fiction, firlt founded upon the adventure of Jonah, who fet fail from
this port, and then improved with the acceffion .of fome particular
circamflances ; Calmet’s Commentary fur Fonasc.i. v. 3.

4 The Jewifh doétors, who are grcat’lovers of prodigies; are not
even fatisfied with what they meet with in. this .hiftery of Jonah,
but have, over and above added; that as foon as the fhip wherein he
“vas e"w‘m.r}\w, was -ander fuil, -it, all on a fuddén, .fleod ftock fill,
£ that it couid be made to move neither backward nor for.
\vard notwithftanding all the pains that the mariners took in row-
“ag : But others, with more probability, fay, that while all the reft

Vor. IV, F of
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A. M. that therefore calling all the pcople together, they mad®
?X‘;”Cfcﬂ them caft lots, in order 0 know who this guilty perfon
3003, &, Was’; that when the lot fell upon ]onah he freely owned

from  that "he was a Jew, who worfhipped ‘the God of hCaVCD,
:ﬁ‘}’l’egsez‘d” and not onlya Jew, but a prophet likewife, who had been
of 2 Chron, Ordered to go to Nineveh, but' was now endeavouxmg to
——— flee from the divine prefence ; that fince he found it'was

impoffible to do’ that, anid every one’s life, upon his account,
was in fuch imminent danger, he wifhed them "to throw
him overboard, as the only way to appeafc the ftorm ; that
with fome relutancy, + the feamen did it, whcreupon
there immediately enfued a calm, which’ ﬂruck the people
with fuch devotion, that they offered 4 facrifice to the Lord,
and made thcxr vows ; that in the mean while, God had

repared a great fith to {wallow up ]onah, in whote belly
£e continued for three days' and three nights, and then,
upon his fupplications to heaven, was throwd out upon the
thore ; that being thus wonderfully delivered, he ‘difputed
the dxvmc command no longer, 'but ‘made the beft of his
way to ' Nineveh, whxch, at that time, was a ‘very large
city, and havmg got into the heart “of it, delivered his
meflage, viz. that within forty days that city fhould be
déeftroyed, with great boldnefs and intrepidity ; that the
pcople of Nineveh, believing this meflage to be fent from

of the fhips were quiet and pamolefted, the florm fell upon none
but that wherein Jonah was, which made the feamen think, that
there was fomething miraculous in it ; and thereupon called upon
the company-that failed with them, to come and caft lots, (as the
fuperﬁmous cuftom -among the Heathens was, whenever they were
in any great diftrefs); that accordingly they caft lots three differ-
ent times, which fiill fell upon Jopah; andthat they let him down
feveral times with a rope, without plunging him in the fea, and as
often as they did it found the ftorm abate, and whenever tbey
pulled him up agam, found it increafe ; fo that, at lall," they were
forced tocommit him to the mercy of the waves : All which are
circurnftances which the Scripture-accoun: neither favours nor con-
tradi@s ; Calmet’s Commeniary,

+ The people of ‘the eaft hav° a tradition, that it was not above
four leagues from, Joppa, over agamﬁ Antipatris, that the feamen
threw ]onah overuboard

God,



Chap. III.  from the building.of the Temple, etc. 43
God, proclaimed a * moft folemn faft, and + from the A-M.

higheft to the loweft, putting on fackcloth and addref- :otl(,hﬁ?{.
ﬁng their prayers to God thewed fuch tokens of forrow, 1oo;, &e.

and repentance, that he reverfed their doom, or at leaft Kfrom
1K.ings viile

he end
7 The hiftory tells us, that by a decree from the king, and bis f:;:; Ehim,_

nobles, neither man nor beafl, neither berd nor flock, were allowed
10 tafle any thing, but were kept up from feeding and drinking wa-
ter, Jonah i, 7. This Was carrying their abltinence to a greater
{overity than what we find pradifed among the Jews, For though
in times of public calamity, aed on the day of folemn expiation, we
find that they made their children faft, as we may gather from
Joel i, 16. yet we no where read of their extending that rigour
to their cartle.  Virgil indeed, in one of bis eclogues, bringsin a
thepherd, telliog his companion, that for the death of Julius Cazfar,
the mourniog was {o general, that, €ven the fheep, and other crea-
tures Were not driven to water,

Noo ulli paftos illis egere diebus ‘
Frigida, Daphni, boves ad flumina ; nulla neque amnem
Libavit quadrupes, nec fluminis attigic undam, Ecl. v.

But then the queftio n is, Whether this may not be looked upon as
a poetical exaggeration. From Homer, and fome other ancient au-
thors, we learn, that when any hero, or great warriour died, the
cuftom was to make his horfes faft for fome time, and to cut off
_part of their hair ; nor may we forget mentioning, what fome hifto~
rians tell us, of the people inhabiting the Cavaries and Peru, viz.
that in times of great drought, they fhut up their theep and goats,
without giving them any thing to eatr, upon prefumption that their
loud cries and bleating will reach heaven, and prevail with God to
give them rain 5 Hornde orig, gent.Americ. lib.il. ¢. 13.

+ The text tells us of the king of Nineveh, that upon the preach-
ing of Jonah, be laid bis robe from him,and covered him with fack-
cloth, and fat in afbes, Jonah iii. 6. and (what is pretty {trange)
fome have thought, thar the king thus penitent upon this occafion,
was Sardanapalus, a man famous among Heathen authors for his
Juxary and riches, and in whofe reign the famous city of Nineveh was
taken by Arbaces and Belefis, But others, with more probability,
{uppofe, that it was Pui, the father of this Sardanapalus, whom
fome Heathen authors call Anabaxarus, and others Andcyndaraxus.
For, as he died (according to Uther) about the year of the world
3237, he might be upon the throne in the reign of Jeroboam II.
king of Ifracl, which was the time when Joriah was fent to Nineveh ;
Calmet’s Commentary ; and Ufber ad A. M. 3254.

Fa deferred
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A M, defcrred it for fome years; that Jonah being fore difplea-
3{’;"5"”‘} fed at this, as fearing that it might bring fome difgrace upon
1003, ez, his prophetic office, after fome expoftulations with God, re-

fom tired out of the city, and having built him a booth, fat
’K’I“gs "‘é’ under the cover of it to fee what the end would be; “that
:ogt;&f:m while he was here, God 1 caufed a gourd to {pring haﬁ:i]y
“—=—~— up, which by its fpreading leaves {o {haded his booth from
the heat of the fun, thart it p‘eafed him much ; but being
next morning gnawed by a worm, it withered away, which
fo fretted the impatient man, that he even defired to die;
and that hereupon God took occafion to expoftulate with
him, and fhew him the unreafonablenefs of his repining at
the lofs of a plant which coft him nothing, which rifes in
one night, and dies in another, and yet having no concern
or commiferation for the deftruction of a populous city,
wherein there were above an hundred and twenty thoufand
innocent babes, and confequently the number of all its in-
habicants vaftly large ; and with this way of reafoning, (+
we may fuppofe) he reconciled his prophet’s wayward
thoughts to this his merciful method of proceeding. But

to return to the affairs of Judah.

After

+ The word Kikajon, by the Septuapist, Arabic, and Syriac ver-
fions, is called a gourd ; but moft of the ancient Greek tranflaters,
following St. Jerom in this particular, chufe rather to render it jzy.
St, Jerom, however, acknowledges, that the word 7oy does not an-
{wer the fgmﬁcauon of the Hebrew Kikajou, though he thinks it
much better in this place than a gourd, which, growing clofe to the
earth, could wot have fhaded Jooah from the heat of the fun: for
the-Kikajon,- according to him, is a fhrub which grows in the fandy
places of Paleftine, and increafes fo fuddenly, that in a few days, it
comes to a confiderable height. . It is fupported by its trunk, with-
out being upheld by any thing elfe ; and by the thicknefs of its leaves,
which refemble thofe of a vine, affor’s, in hot weather, a very a-
greeable thade ; Calmet’s DiFionary, under the word Kivajon.

+ The book of Jonah ends as abruptly as it begins : 1t begins
with a conjuntive copulative, And..the word of the Lord came
upon  fonah, (fo it thould be read), which bas made fome com-
mentators think, that it ‘was but ‘an Appendix to fome of his
other writings ; . .and it ends. without giving us any manoer
of - account,:. elthel‘ what becam= of the chvm:s, or of Jo-
pah himfelf, after ‘this -expedition,. It is likely indeed, from
the cornpafﬁonate expreﬂ‘xons which God makes ufe of towards.

the
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Afier the murder of Amaziah at Lachifh, Uzziah, Of" M:'r
(who is +,likewife called Azariab) in the fixteenth year of  ciiiy
his age, (il which was in the feven and twentieth year 0f 003, etc.
the reign of Jeroboam king of Ifrael), fucceeded his father, Kfrom
and, in the former part of his reign, behaved well ; for | " r%, "'
which God profpered him in all his undertakings, and blef- of 2 Chron,
fed his arms with great fuccefs: For he worfted the Phili- 5~
ftines in many battles, difmantled feveral of their towns, and Kingof Ju-
built cities in the country thereabout to keep them in fub- dab, a vic-
jeCion. His next expedition was againft the Arabians that ;‘;:L‘L‘;sﬁfl“d
were upon the borders of Egypt, and againft the Mehunims, prince at
firft,
the Ninevites, that for that time, hereverfed their doom; and it
is not improbable that Jonah, when he had executed his com-
miflion, and' been fatisfied by God concerning his merciful pro-
cedure, returned into Judea; but the author of The Lives and
death of the prophets {who goes under the name of Epiphanus)
tells us, that, returning from Nineveh, and being athamed to fee
that his predi@ion was not fufilled, he retired with his mother to
the city of Tyre, where he lived in the plain of Sear, until he
died, and was buried in the cave of Cenezeus judge of Ifrael;
but who the author means by Cenezeus, unlefs it be Caleb, who
is frequently firnamed the Kenezite, (though we do not read of
his being ever a judge of Ifrael), or rather Othniel, who was
the fon of Kenaz, and one that judged Ifrael, we cannot tell.

Calmer’s Didtionary under the word Fonab ; and Howell's Hiffo-
#y, in the notes,

+ The words are much of the fame fignification ; for the
former fignifies the ffrength, and the other the belp of God.

|| Commentators have bden at a good deal of trouble to re-
concile a feeming contradiétion in this computation. For if A-
maziah, the father of Azariah, lived but fifteen years, after the
beginning of Jeroboam's reign, (asappears from 2 Kingsxiv. 17.)
then Azariah mult begin his reign, not in the twenty-feventh,
but (if he fucceeded his father immediately) in the fixteenth, or
fifteenth rather, of Jeroboam: But our learned Dr. Lightfoot
folves this atonce, by fuppofing, thatthere wasan interregnum,
wherein the throné was vacant eleven, or rather twelve years,
between the death of Amaziah and the inauguration of his {fon
Azariah, who, being left an infant of four years old when his
father died, was commirtted tothe guardianfhip of the grandees
of the nation, who, during his minority, took the adminiftra-
tion of public affairs upon themfelves, and when he ‘was be-
come fixteen, devolved it upon him; {o that, when he came in-
to the full poffeflion of the throne, it was in the fevenand twen-
tieth year-of Jeroboam; Pairick’s Commentary.

(who
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A.M. (who lived i their deferts), whom he utterly fubdued ; and,
St Cnrir, not long after, fo terfified the Ammionites, that they (as.the
1003, & oOthers were) became tributaries to him. He then repaired
Jrom ¢he walls of Jerufalem, and, at proper diftances, built
:ﬁﬁise‘:; ‘towers, frfoni whence, * with engines that threw darts
of 2 Chron, arid {tones, he might be able to annoy an invader ; and, as
v~ he was a great lovet of hufbandry, he employed feveral
plowers and planters in the plains, vine‘dreflers on the
mourtains, and fhephérds on the vallies; whereby he ac- -~

quired confiderable wealth, DBut the chief glory of his
kingdoni lay in his army, which confifted of above three
hundred and feventy thoufand ftlect men, under the com-

% This is thie firlt time thdt we read of dny miachine, either
for befieging or defending towns; which is plainly the reafon
why {ieges were of fo long acontinudnce before theinvention of
thefe; Homer, whois the nioft ancient Greek writer we know
of that treats of fieges, defcribes a kind of intreachment; (though
a poor one), fome lines of circumvallation, and a ditch with pa-
lifades ; but we hear not one word of any machines, fuch as the
éallifie and the catapulte, which were ufed for hurling ftones,
and throwing darts; and therefore we need lefs wonder, that
the famous fiege of Troy continued fo long. Sardanapalus king
of Aflyria maintained himfelf in Nineveh for {even years, be-
caufe the befiegers (as Diodorus obferves, lib. ii.) wanted fuch
engiites as were fit for démolithingand taking of cities; they be-
ing not then invented. Salmanezer lay three years before Sa-
maria, 2 Kings xvii. 5, 6.; and, as fome {ay, Plammitticus, (V7d,
Arifteas de LXX interp.) twenty, before Azoth. Now, of Uz-
ziah it is faid, That be made in Ferufalem engines, invented by
cunning men, to be on the towers, and upon the bulwarks, to fhoot
arrows and great flones, 2 Chron. xxvi. 15. ; {o that it muft needs
be a miftake, to attribute the invention of the Balliffa; the fcor-
pio, or the onager, whereof Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. %xiii.
c. 2. has given us the defcription:, to the Greeks or Romans,
becaufe we find them made ufe of in the eaft, before ever the
Grecians had brought the military art to any great perfe&ion.
Uzziah was certainly the firft inventor of them ; and therefore it
1s faid, that, for thefe, and other warlike preparations, Ais mame
was fpread abroad, From this time they began to be employed
both in attacking and defending towns; and therefore we find
the prophet Ezekiel defcribing the future fieges of Jerufulem
and Tyre, where he makes mention of battering-rams, and en-
gines of war, or, (as it thould be rendered) machines of cords,
which, in all probability, were what later ages called their
ballifte and catapulte ; Calmet's Differt. fur la milice des anciens
Helbreus.
‘ mand
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mand of two thoufand brave experienced officers, all arm- A. M.
ed with proper weapons both offenfive and defenfive, and }ﬁ‘;'b;&t
trained up in the moft perfect manner of martial difcipline, yoo3, @e.
Thus profperous was Uzziah in every circumftance of _from
life, + while Zechariah lived, and had him under his direc- t'(f{'t‘;fsexg'
non but when once that faithful counfellor died, (which of 5 Chron,
was in the three and thirtieth year of his reign), he foon ,———
grew fo * intoxicated with the thoughtc of his power andmg the b
reatnefs, that forgetting himfelf, he would needs mnudc?udotalof-
n the prieftly office. Accmdmg_ly, having taken it into f{cz,c}l:w:th
his head one day to * offer incenfe, he went into  the 3 jeoprofy,
fanétuary, and when Ahaziah, and fome other of theand dics.
priefts endeavop.red to diffuade him from it, he fell into a
rage, and recgived their 1emonﬁrances with threats. God
however taok care to vindicate the facrednefs of the facer-
dotal office : For the mament that he took the cenfer in
his. hand, and was gaing to burn incenfe, he was * firuck

with

¥ Some are of opinian, that the perfon here mentioned was a
prophct, and the fame with that Zechariah whofe hook of prophe-
cies is extant in the Bible; but as he wrote in the rei gn of Darius,
itisplain, that he lived almo[’c three hundred years after this. [t
is not unlikely, however, that he was the fon of that Zechariah,
the fon of Jehoiada, who, by the command of King Joafh, was
flain in the temple ;- that he was called after his father’s name;
was preceptor to- ‘Uzziah; and (though not a prophs t)a man
very fkilful in expoundlng the ancient prophecies, and givingin-
ﬁru&xons out of them, as Grotius underﬂands ity Patrick’s,
and Calme?'s Commentaries.

* How hard a matter is it ({ays Bifhop Patrick hereupon) to
bear great profperity with moderation,and humble thankfulnefs !

* What it was that tempted the king to'this extravagant
folly, it is hard to imagine; but the molt likely conjetture is,
that he had a vain ambitiop to imitate Heathen princes, who,
in feveral countries, joined both the regal and facerdotal offices
together. But, howcver it may be in all other countries, the
priefthood in Judea was confined to the houfe of Aaron only,
and every one that pretended to ufurp that office, was, by the law
of the land, to be put to death: For thou, and thy fons awith thee,
(fays God to Aaron), fhall keep your prieft's office, for every z‘/mm
of the altar, and awithin'the vail, and ye mll_[n ve. 1 have give
your prief¥'s office unto you, as a fervice -of gift, and the ﬂrngm
that cometh nigh foall-be put ts dearh, Namb, wviii, 7.

* The punithment for fuch as would mtrude into divine mini-

firations,
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with a leprofy, which no art of man could ever after cure;
fo that, while his fon Jotham (as his father’s viceroy) took
the public adminiftration upon him, he was forced to live
in a feparate place by himfelf; and after 2 reign of two
and fifty years, died, and was buried, not in the royal
{epulchres, * but in the fame field, at fome diftance from

them,

firations, was eapital, we fee ; and therefore God {iote Uzziah
with fuch a difeafe, as was a'kind of death; becaufe it fepara-
ted the perfon that was afili¢ted with it from the commerce and
fociety of men, even as if he were departed this world, and (as
the Pfalmift expreflesit) become free among the dead, Pfal, Ixxxviii.
5. Bat, befides this infli&%ion of the difeafe, Jofephus tells us,
¢ That, the very moment that Uzziah was going to burn in-
¢ cenfe, there happened a terribleearthquake, and, as the roof
¢ of the temple dpened with the fhock of it, there paffed a beam
¢ of the fun through the cleft, which ftruck direétly upon the
«¢ face of this facrilegious prince, whereupon he inftantly be-
¢ came a leper: Nay, that this earthquake was fovery violent,
«¢ that it tore afunder a great mountain, towards the welt of Je-
s¢ rufalem, and rolled one half of it over and over a matter of
« four furlongs, till at length it wds ftopped by another moux-
*¢ tain which ftood over againf it, byt choaked up the high-
* way, and coyered the king’s gardens all over with duft.”
But all this may be julily fufpe&ted. ‘That there was a great
earthquake in the reign of Uzziah, is evident from the teftimo-
ny of two prophets, Amos 1. 1, and Zechariah xiv. 8. ; but,
that it happened exa&tly when Uzziah attempted this invafion
of the priefthood, is far from being clear : On the contrary, if
we will-abide by Bifhop Uther’s computation, the Jewifh hifto-
rian muft be fadly miftaken, For fince the prophet Amos tells
us, that he began to prophefy two years before this earthquake
kappened, in théreigns of Yzziah king of Judah, andjJeroboam
the Second king of Ifrael; and fince we may gather from the
{acred hiftory, that jeroboam died two years before the birth
of Jotham-the fon of Uzziak; that Jeroboam died in the fix and
twenticth yeat of the faid Uzziah, and Jotham his{on was bornin
the three 'and twentieth year thereof, and yet was of age fufli-
cient to be maderegent of the kingdom when his father was.
thus fruck with aleprofy,-(which muft have been feveral.yeats
after Jerohoam’s death), it muft needs follow, that this earth-
quake could not happen at the time which Jofephus afligns, but.
muft have been much later ; Fofephus’s Jeawifp wars, lib.ix.c. 11
and. Calmer’s Commentary, on 2 Chron. xv. g .
* Jofephus will necds have it, that hisbody was buried in his
garden,
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them, becaufe he was a leper, and was fucceeded by his fon A, M.
Jotham. R i

During the reign of this Uzziah, there happened fome roo3, &c.
events, mentioned in fome parts of Scripture, which are from
not to be found in the books thatiare purely hiftorical, :ﬁ;?fi::‘“'
Such are that terrible earthquake whereof Amos () pro- of 2 Chron.
phefied two years before it happened; that fore plague ;o0
of the locufts, whereof Joel (d) gives us fo full and lively of fome o-
a defcription; and that extreme drought, mixed with ther cvents,
fearful flathes of fire,  which fell from heaven, and (as j’:{‘i P;’t“fh“c
the prophet (¢) exprefles it) devoured all the pafiures of the wiitings of
wildernefs; and burnt up all the trees of the field. . prophets,

But that which we are chiefly concerned to take notice ‘:‘”“"j’ ihis
of, is the fucceflion of prophets in Ifrael and Judah, whom'™
God raifed up to give them infiruétions and exhortations,
and to denounce his threatenings and judgments againit
them, upon their perfifting in their impieties : And thefe
he appointed, not only to warn them by word of mouth,
(as his former prophets had done), but to commit their ad-
monitions to writing, that pofterity might {ee the ingratitude
of his people, and all other nations, from their backflidings
and punifhments, might learn not to do {o wickedly.

The firft of thefe prophets was Hofea, the fon of Beeri,
who, according to the introdudtion to his book, prophe-
fied in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the fecond
king of Ifrael ; and confequently, continued to be a pro-
phet, at leaft feventy years, unlefs we may fuppofe, (as ()
fome have done) that this is a fpurious title of fome an-
cient tranfcribers, and that the true beginning of his work
is at the fecond verfe, The beginning of the word of the Lord
by Hofea. However this be, we may obferve, that he {peaks
pofitively of the captivity of the ten tribes, and inveighs
ftrongly againft their diforders; that he foretells, that the
kingdom of Judah fhould for fome time fubfift after them,
but that at length they too fhould be carrried away captive
beyond the Euphrates; and, through the whole, lays open
the fins, and declares the judgments of God againft a peo-
ple hardened and irreclaimable,

garden, in a monument by itfelf, forgetting very probably, what
he told us before, that thefe gardens, at this time, were cover-
ed all over with rubbith; Zbid,

(c)Chap.i. 1. (d) Chap.ii. 2, &c, (e) Joeli. 18.
{f) Calmet’s Di&ionary, under the word Hofea,

Vor. IV. G The
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A. M. The next prophet is Joel, the fon of Pethuel. He men-
ifpi”c}?:ﬁ tions the fame judgment that Amos does ; and, under the
1003, ete. idea of an enemy’s army, reprefents thofe vaft fwarms of lo-

from cufts, which, in his time, fell upon Judea, and occafioned
JKings Vi oreat defolation. He calls and invites the people to repent-
of 2 Chron. ance, and promifes mercy and forgivennefs to thofe that will
" liftent to the call. He fpeaks of the tcacher of righteouf-

nefs, whom God was to fend, and of the Holy Spiritwhich
he was to pour out upon all fleth; and, in the conclufion,
relates what glorious things God would do for his church
in the times of the gofpel. : . -

The next prophet is Amos; for he lived in the days of
Uzziah king of Judah, and of Jeroboam the Second king

- of Ifrael. He begins his prophecies with threatenings a-
gainft the neighbouring nations, that were enemies to Ifrael;
then reproves the people of Ifrael and . Judah for their i-
dolatry, effeminacy, and other fins; exhorts them to re-
pentance, without which their hypocritical fervices will do
them no good; foretells their captivity, and other heavy
judgments of God; and, at laft, {peaks of the reftoration
of the church among the Jews, and the happy acceflion of
the Gentiles, . ]
~ The oncxt prophet is Obadiah ; for ‘he was cotemporary
with Hofea, Joel, and Amos. He denounces God’sjudg-
ments againft the Edomites for the mifchiefs they had done
to Judah, and Jerufalem, whom he promifes, that they
ihould be vi¢torious over thefe Edomites, and their other
enemies; and, at laft, foretells their reformation and re-
ftoration, and that the kingdom of the Meffiah fhauld be
fet up by the bringing in of a great Jfalvation.

'The book of Jonah is an hiftory rather thana prophecy;
and, if it'was written by himfelf, it is a frank acknow-
ledgment of his own faults and failings, and a plain evi-
dence, that in. this work, he defigned God’s glory, and
not his awn, For it contains remarkable inftances of hu-
man. frailties in the prophet, of God’s compaffion and con-
defcention to him, and a noble type of our Saviour’s bu-
rial and gefurreion.

'The other prophet that lived in thefe times was Ifaiah,
the fon of Amos, whofe prophecies may be divided into
three paris. “Lhe firft part includes fix chaptersrelating to
the reign of Jothdm, the fix following chapters relate to
the reign of Ahaz, and all the reft to the reign of Hezekiah.
"The great defign 8f what he does, is, to foretell-the capti-
vity ot Babylon, the return of the people from that cap-

tivity,



Chap. III. from the building of the Temple, ctc. 51

fivity, and the flourithing kingdom of the Meffiah : But * 4. M;
the whole book is highly ferviceable to the church of God ﬁi‘é;ﬁcd,
in all ages, for convition of fin, dire€tion in duty, andios, ec.
confolation in trouble; and its author may juftly be ac- Kf“’“‘,..
counted a great prophet, whether we confider the extent by oong
and variety of his preditions; the fublimiry of the truths of 2 Chron.
which he reveals; * the majefty and elegancy of his ftyle ; =
the loftinefs of his metaphors, or the livelinefs of his de-
feriptions.

The OBjECTION,

¢ UT hbw highly foever we may think fit to commend
the prophet laiah, others there are, that appear
“ wupon the ftage in this period of time, whofe conduét
““ we have reafon to cenfure, as not fo well comporting
¢ with their facred charadter. Lying and diffimulation was
¢ certainly a fin under the law, as wecll as under the go-
{pel ; nor had the greateft; prophet, by virtue of his call,
an exemption from {peaking truth, any more than the
meaneft man in Ifrael ; and yet we find no lefs a2 man
¢ than Elifha, telling the foldiers (g}, who were fent to
¢ apprehend him, a parcel:of lies, that they were out of

[

-~

£¢

[

* St, Jerom, in his introduétion to Ifaiah’s prophecy,, tells us,
that his \\’7ri‘tin§s are, asit were, an abridgment of the Holy
Scriptures, and a colle&ion of all the moft uncommon know-
ledge that the mind of man is capable of. ¢ Quid loguar” (as
his words are) ¢ de phylicd, ethica, et theologica? Qgicquid‘
‘¢ fan&arum eft Séripturarum, quicquid poteft humana lingua
¢« proferre, et mortalium feufus accipere, ifto volumine conti-
¢ meturs’, Hieron: Prefat. inIfaiah, .

* Grotius compares this prophet with the great Grecian ora-
tor, Demofthenes ; for in him, fays he, we meet with all the
purity of the Hebrew tongue, as in the other there is all the
delicacy of the Attic tafte. Both ure fublime and magnificens
in their ftyle, vehement in their emotions, copious in their fi-
gures, and very impetuous, when they fet off things of an en-
ormous nature,.or fuch as are grievous or odious: But there is
one thing, wherein the prophet wasfuperiour to the orator, and
that is, in the honour of hisitluftrious birth, and relation to tke¢
royal family of Judah; and therefore what Quintilian fays of
Corvinus Meffala, may be jultly applied to him, v/z. that he
fpeaks in an eafy flowing manner, and in a fiyle which fhows
him to be a man of quality ; Gretius on #Kings xix. 2; and
Buintil. lib. x. ¢. 20. x C '

(g) 2 Kings vi. 19. &,
' G2 *¢ their
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their way, had miftaken their road, and were come to
the wrong place ; but that, if they would commit them-

¢ felves to his condu&, he would be fure to carry them to

the man whom they wanted : Which they, poor crea-
wures, being now {mitten with blindnefs, were glad to ac-

¢ cept of, and fo, by the wiles and deceptions of this man

of God, were unhappily drawn into a fnare.

¢¢ Nay, fogreat a propenfity had this prophet to the com-
mon art of falfehood and diffimulation, that (4) when
the king of Syria fent to him in a friendly manner, and,
with a large prefent, even tempted him to tell him the
truth, concerning the event of his ficknefs, we find him
ftill prevaricating, returning a fallacious anfwer to the
king, and, at the fame time, telling Hazael another fio-
ry, which’ might probably at this time put him in the
thoughts of afcending the throne of Syria (to (i) which
he had been anointed before by the prophet Elijah) by
the immediate murther of his mafter.

“ Whether it is, that prophets looked upon themfelves
as fuperiour to kings, or, in virtue of their office, claim-
ed a difpenfation from the common forms of civility, but
fo it was, that this fame Elifha, (%) when Joafh king of
Ifrael did him the honour of a vifit in his ficknefs, flew
into a paffion with him, for no other reafon, but the
fenfelefs trifle of not firiking with an arrow upon the
ground as oft as he would have had him : Nor can we ac-
count why the high-prieft Jehoiada, who (as to fecular
matters) was nomore than a private man, fhould take up-
on him to place Jehoathupon the throne of Judah, with-
out the general confent of all the ftates of the kingdom,
unlefs we may fuppofe,—That he affeéted the regency, du-
ring the minority of the prince, and, upon that account,
was as affuming in his way as if he had been a prophet.
¢ Thefe priefts and prophets, then, (we may fay with
the apoftle), were men of the like paffions as we are; but
ther it is to be hoped, thatthey died in charity, unlefs we
may except the prophet Zechariah, who, in fuﬁ'cring
martyrdom, cilled upon God (/) to avenge his death,

“as did not St. Stephen, who, when he was. expiring, -

kneeléd down, and prayed for his murtherers, (m) Lord,
lay not this fin to their charge. -

(5) Tbid.viii. 8. &e. (i) 1 Kings six. 15, (#) 2 Kings

xiils 14. e, (/) 2 Chron. xxiv. 22.  (‘m) A&s vii. 6o.

K Jebu
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“ Jehu, in his time, was certainly the minifter of God, A. M.
to execute wrath upon the goufe of Ahaby; but then we 307205
know very well, that the ends of Divine Providence are ioo3, etc
not to be ferved by any indiret means, nor carrlying and _from
diffimulation, in any fenfe, be proper expedients to ac- :Z{’t’ﬁis:‘:g
complith his defigns ; and yet we find this fame Jehu of 2 Chron.
tranfcending his commxﬁion, and (n) falling upon Aha- ~——"
ziah king of Judah, (where he was flain it isnot agreed),
for no other reafon, but becaufe he happened to' be ix
the king of Ifracl’s company. We find him, (¢) under
the pretence of a greater zeal for idol-worfhip than ever
Ahab had, drawing all the priefts and worfhippers of
Baal, like fo many lame cattle, into a penfold, and there
flaughtering them: though how they came to pay any
regard to his proclamation, who had made already (p)
fuch havock among them, or how the temple of this
falfe god fhould be able to contain all its worthippers,
whom the connivance of the law, and countenance of
the court, had made fo numerous, we cannot well ima-
gine. Nay, we find him calling upon Jehonadab, the
fonof Rechab, to be a witnefs (g) of bis zeal for the Lord ;
and yet this vile reformer of others continues in the wor-
fhip of the golden calves, which were objeéts not much
better than the images of Baal ; and though he will not
depart from the fin of ]erobaam, who made Ifrael to fin,
receives this commendation from God himfelf, (r) be-
caufe thou haft done well, in executing that which was
right in mine eyes, therefore thy children of the fourth ge-
neration fball fit on the throne of Ifrael.

“ Wicked princes are, by principle, enemies to good
men ; but why Jehoram king of Ifrael fhould be for
taking away the life of the prophet Elitha, who had been
fo very ferviceable to him in his wars againft Syria, and
that for no other reafon butbecaufe Samaria was befie-
ged, and reduced to the laft excremity of famine, (as if it
had been in the prophet’s power either to make the e-
nemies army withdraw, or (s) to open windows in hea-
ven, and make it rain corn, as it once did manna) is be-

3

. yond our conception.

¢ But of all the charafters that appear upén the ﬁaoe in
this period of time, the moft unaccountable is that of

(n) 2 Kings ix. 27. (o) Ibid. x, 18. (p) Ibid. ver. 17.
(g) Ibid, ver, 15,16, (r) Ibid, ver, 30, (s) Ib. ch. vii. 2.

¢ Jonah,



54

A M,

3001, €lC.

Ant, Chrif,

1003, etc,
from

1 Kings viil,
to the end.
of 2 Chron .

The Hiftory of the BIBLE,  BookVL

¢ Jonahya f{ad, tefty, fplenetic creature, who, updnievery
¢ turn, is growing angry with God, and, if he has not hig
¢ will in:every thing, withing to die; who repines at Pro-
¢ vidence, becaufe (¢) it is flow to anger, and of great kind-
“_ nefs, and had rather {ec the whole city of Ninevels faid int
¢t afhes, than that one tittle of his prophecy fhould be un-

\ssmpee=s ¢ gecomplithed. And therefore, if God forefaw, thatapon

Anfwered,
by thewing
the reafon
why God
employed
Jonah,

< the Ninevites repentance, his commiinations wodkl. be
null, a perfon of another caft had been 2 properer mef<
¢ {enger, fince all he had to carry was but a fhort admoni-
¢ tion; which, before behad gone half through fo large
¢ -acity, was in danger of becoming a ‘thread-bare ftory.”

St. Paul, fpeaking of the propagation of the gofpel, and
the feeming infufficiency of the means which God had em-
ployed to effeét it, has thefe remarkable words : (w)Ye
Jee your calling, brethren, how not many wife men after the

/b, not many mighty, not many noble “are called ; but God
hath chofen the foolifb things of the world to confound the wifz,
the weak things of the world to confound the mighty, the bafé
things of the world, and things that are defpifed, yea, and
things that are not, to bring to nought -things that are, that
no flefb foould glory in bis prefence.  And then proceeding
wo fpeak of himfelf ; (x)" Aud I, brethren, fays he, when I
came toyou, came not with excellency of fpesch, or of wifdom,
declaring unto you the teftimony of God; but was with you
in weaknefs, and fear, and in much trembling : and my fpeech
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s *wz/l
dom, but in domonfiration of the Spirit, and of power ; that
your faith fbould not flandin the wifdom of men, but in the
power of God. ”

Now, if God, in the converfion of the world to Chiri:
ftianity, made ufe of infiruments in themfelves fo incompe-
teat for.the work, left the workk might be imputed to hu-
man powers ; by parity of reafon we may prefume, that,
in the converfion of the Ninevites, God might not en‘ap‘]oj'
a prophet of the beft natural temper and qualifications,
(fince Haiah was then of age, and feems to have been bettei
fitted for fuch a miffion), that the glory of the event might
not be afcribed to any innate abilities of the prophet, but
to the fole power of God, which accompanied him, dnd
(¥) made the foolifbnefs of his preaching (as the Apoftle éx-
prefies it) etfeCtual to fave them that believed,

N

<

(#) Jonahiv. 2. (x)1Cor.i. 26, &e.  (x) Ibid. ii. 1. &s.
(y) 1 Cor. i, 21,
We



Chap. TIT. from the building of the Temple, etc. 55

We muft not imagine however, that, in his addrefs to 4. M.
the people of Nineveh, the prophet had nothing to fay, }fm Chritt,
but this one fentence, Yet forty days, and Nineveh Shall be ico3, ete.
overthrown. This mdéed was the fum and.fubftance of his from
preaching : But we may well prelume, that he took fre- iﬁ‘;’im'
quent occafiens to expatiate upon it; by remmdmg them of 2 Chron,
of the number, and- nature, and ﬂ_velal aggravations - OEThx.plllr—p—o.r‘E
their offences; by acquainting (them with the holinefs, of his mefe
juftice, and omnipotence of .God; that holinefs whichtge.
could not behold iniguity without deteftation ; thar juftice
which, fooner or later, would not fuffer it to go unpunith-
ed; and that Almlghty power which, could, in a moment,
lay the ftatelieft, citics in athes; hy exhorting them to re-
pentance, from a dread of his impending judgments ; and
by inftructing them in the method of. pacxfymg his wrath,
and gffeéting a reconciliation with him. Ll

Some of the ancients are of opinion, that ]onahlecewchhy it was

no orders from God to limit the defiruétion of Nineveh to: E&ttr’lm“::_
£orty days, becaufe there is no fuch time- fixed in his inftruc- cuted.y
tions; all that God appoints him to dois,'(z) #o g umto Ni-
neveh, that greatcity, (as he calls it), and to preachunto it
that preaching which be fbould bid him : And therefore they.
fuppofe, that the fpace of forty days was an addition of the
prophet’s own, and, for that reafon, not exadtly fulfilled :
But there is no occafion for charging  him with any fuch
falfification,. fince the comminations of God are always
conditional, and anfwer his gracious purpofes:much betier
when they are averted than when theyare executed.

And indeed, though, in this cafe, thcy were averted for Batinwhat
a while, yet, when the - -people relapfed into their former feme and
iniquities, the prophet’s predition did not fail of its ac- :fm‘:iftm.
complithment, For, if we take the forty .days to. denote
forty years, a day for a year, .and the overthrowing of Ni-
neveh, not.to fignify its final deftrudion, but oaly the fub-
verfion (a) of that ancient empire of the Aflyrians, which
had goyerned Afia for above thirteen hundred years, and
was defiroyed under the effeminate- King Sardanapalus;
then was the prophecy literally fulfilled, and from-its ful-
filling we may trace the time of Jonah’s miflion. -

But though this praphecy-of Jonah was oot fulfilled at
the end of forty days, as he expeéted, .and:at the end of

#) Jonah iii, 2. («) Prideaux’s Conne&. at the beginning.

forty
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A.M. forty years there was only a deftruction of the monarchy,
‘%f:t"cf;h and nor of the city; yet his miraculous prefervation in the
loo;; etc. whale’s belly gave him fuch credit, that it was always be-

from  lieved, that the time of its accomplifthment was uncertain.
t’:{t;:egzl:;“"To this purpofe we find Tabit (b) giving his fon Tobias in-
of 2Car . ftruétions to depart out of Nineveh, becaufe thofe things
" which the prophet Fonah [pake fbould certainly come to pafs :

And accordingly, before Tobias died, he heard of the de-
ftruction of Nineveh, which was taken by Nebuchadnofor
and Ahathierus: (c) For thele two princes, being related
by marriage, entered into a confederacy againft the Affy-
rians, and, joining their forees together, befieged this city;
and, after having taken it, and {flain Saracus, the king
thereof, they utterly deftroyed it, and from that time made
Babylon the place of royal refidence, and the fole metropo-
lis of the Aflyrian monarchy. Thus was the prediction of
Jonah, concerning the deftrution of Nineveh, (though
not-in the time which he had prefizxed), fulfilled; nor can
the delay of it be looked upon as any breach of the di-
vine veracity, whatever uneafinefs it gave the prophet.
The truth of the matter is,——Jonzh was a man of an
unhappy temper, peevith and paflionate, and, in this cafe,
fearful of being accounted a falfe prophet, of having his
miniftry expofed to contempt, or his perfon perhaps to vio-
lence from the Ninevites, becaufe the event did not anfwer
the predi@tion. And the proper leflon we are to learn from
his behaviour is,—That the gift of prophecy does not alter
men’s natural tempers, nor fet them above the level of hu-
man frailty : For (d) we kave this treafure (as the Apofile
fpeaks) in carthen veffels, that the excellency of the power
may be of God, and nat of us.
Fhifha's That firatagems in war, and other artifices to delude and
fpecchtothe infpare an enemy, are not prohibited by the law of God,
f’gs"’“’;ifg‘ed the generality of cafuifts are agreed ; and therefore, upon’
e "the fuppofition, that Elifha’s fpeech to Benhadad’s men was
framed on purpofe to deceive, he did no more than make
ufe of the common privilege which every nation, engaged
in war with one another, is permitted to employ : But,
upon a nearer examination, we cannot charge his words
with a direét falfchood, though we muft allow, that there
is fomg ambiguity in them, .

(8) Tobitxiv. 8, &e, (c) Prideaux’s Connedtion, anmo 613.
{d) 2 Cor.iv. 7,

When
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When the prophet perceived that the Syrian army had 4. M.

encompafied the place where he abode, he went out of the BAO.;?’CESEL
city, and told them, (e) This is not the way, neither is this 1003, etc.
the city, viz. where they would find the man for whom _from
they were fent ; becaufe, at that time, he was come out of :ﬁ‘g’fse:g"
the city ; and therefore, if they proceeded in their march, of 2 Chron.
they would be fure to mifs of him: But follow-me, and I

will bring you te the man whom ye feek ; and fo he did ; but

rot in the manner, it muft be owned, that they either ex-

pe€ted or defired. The whole condué of the prophet,
therefore, in this refpe&, was no more than what the prac-

tice of war always allows, wiz. a feint to cover his real

defigns, and, by counterfeit motions and falfe alarms, to

draw the enemy into {uch intricacics, that he might come

upon them, and furprife them when they leaft of all

thought of it. -

The formality of a lye (as fome will have it) does not

confift fo muth in faying what is untrue, as in making a
falfe reprefentation of things with a purpofe to do hurt:
But the prophet’s generous treaument of the enemy, when
he had them at his mercy, fhows, that he had no maligni-
ty.in his intention, no defigns to make an advantage of their
deception ; but, on the contrary, ook the moft effetual
means, both to cure their inveterate hatred againft the If-
raclites, and to reconcile them to the worfhip and fervice of
the true God, who had wrought fuch a miracle for their
convition, as well as the prefervation of his prophet.

(f) He fmote them with blindnefs, according to the word Theh nature
of Elifba : But then we are not to imagine, that this blind- ),
nefls was o total that they quite loft the ufe of their eyes, -nd why
but only, that it was fuch a dimnefs and confufion in their they accept-
fight, as hindered them from diftinguithing one objelt ;;g;a
from another, the city of Dothan, for inftance, from the
city of Samaria : Even, in like manner, as we read of the
people of Sodom, that when the angels (g) fmote them with
blindnefs, (which they might cafily do by fome {mall alte-
ration either in their fight, or in the air), they weariedthems
Jelves to find out Lot’s deor. ‘They {faw the houfe, it {eems,
but did nct difcern the door, becauie this fudden diforder
in their imagination might either make the door appear 10
them like the folid wall, or the folid wall like fo many
doors.

{¢) 2 Kings vi. 19, () 1bid, ver. 18,  (g) Gen, xi%. 11.
Vor. IV. H This
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. This is no more than. what happens to feveral men i®
thejr liquor ; that, theugh their eyes be open, and can per-
eeive the feveral objeéts that farround them, yet they can-
not difcern wherein they differ. And, if we may fuppofe
thag the Syrian army was under the like dogeerws, (as the
Greeks very happily term it), we need no longer wonder,
that they readily accepted of a guide, who offered his fer-
vice, and befpoke them fair, {whom they might indeed take
for tome deputy of tse town, with authority to deliver up:
the prophet to them), than that a drunkard, who, after a
long while having loft his way, and found himfelf bewilder-
ed, fhould be thankful to any hand that would promife to
conduét him fafe home.

. (#) 'Fhat Hazael was never, in a ftri¢t fenfe, anointed by
Elijah to be Bephadad’s fucceflor, is evident from what ap-
pears of him in facred hiftory. Tor, when he came to
eonfult Elifha concerning his mafter’s illnefs, (which was a
confiderable while after the prophet Elijah’stranflation), we
ftad, by the whole interview, thar he was entirely ignorant
of his own, defignation for the throne of Syria, which he
eould not have been had he been anointed before this time.
Either,, therefore, we muf: take the word in a figurative
fenfe, to denote ne more than God’s purpofe or determi-
ration, that Hazael fhould fucceed in the throne of Syria,
to execute the defigns of his providence upon the people of
Ifrael, even as Cyrus, for the fame reafon, is called () zhe
Lord’s anointed, though he was never properly anointed by
God; or, if we take it in a literal fenfe, we muft {uppole
fome. reafon why Elijah waved the execution of that com-
mand, even becaufe he forefaw the many fore calamities
which Hazael, when advanced to .the crown of 'Syria,
would bring upon Ifrael, and thereupon prevailed with

. God, that he might be excufed from that ungrateful office,

His mefface
t0 Benha.
dad cx-
plained,
and vingj.
Cated,

and that, in his time at leaft, a fucceflion which would be
attended with fuch direful confequences might not com-
mence.

« It may poflibly be thought, indeed, that Elitha’s fore-
telling his advancement to the throne might be a fpur and
incitement to his ambition ; but the means, whiereby he ac-
complithed his defign, were entirely from his own wicked
and corrupt mind, which would not ftay for the ordinary
methods of divine providence to bring it innocently about,

(6) Le Clerc’s Commentary on 1 Kings xix. 15.; and Scripture
vindicated, part 2. () Iaiah xlv. 1,

bu
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but chofé rather to carve for himfelf, and, 'by mun‘mumg A-M.
his mafter, to cut him out a more compcndious wal of o sffﬁ
coming ‘into immeédiate ‘poffeflion.w And this {olves the rco3, et
feeming difficulty of thé plOphe[S fending one' anfwer o from
Benhadad, and telling’ ‘Hazael quite another flory '+ Fo¥, t’:‘[t?cgfﬁ“
when Hazael undefﬁood that his mafter’s difeale was mor™ of 2 Chiron,
tal, but that, if no violence intervened, He might eafily get —
over that indifpofition, (for that is the fenfe of (k) bt may
certainly recover) ; and, at the fame time, was told by the
prophet, that' he would not however recover,” becaufe“he
forefiw' that violence would be nfed to take away his li‘e,
(as this is the fenfe of he fball furely die), Hazael went his
way, and, not wxllmg to truft Providence with his mafter%
recovery, took care thc next morning to hqve him dif
patched. e ¢ oo
" There is, however, another,’and (as fome thmm) a muth
plainer interpretation- -of the prophet’s words :/For, hncE
this is a paflage which admits of a various leCtion, the “1d
verb”Lo (as it is in the textual reading) fignifies ‘nst, butin
our. tranflation (which in this'place tol lows the ‘marginal)
ivis rendered o0 Aim : So that, if the Hebrew text be right,
{as' fome learned men, upon | examination, have m*'éh it
the preference), the plain reading of the words wxll be,’Ga,
[ay, thou fhalt furely not live ; "for the Lord hath ﬂ;ewzd me,
that thou fball furely die. This was the fenfe of the pro-
phet’sanfwer to Benhadad; but Hazacl, who was a wic-
ked ‘iman, went and told him 2 quite contrary tiing, on
parpéfe to lult him into a ftate’of fecurity, that ther eby he
might have a faxrer 0pportumty’ of accomplrﬂuno his d fign
upon him,

‘Thus,? whether the marginal of textual reading be right,
and confequently, whether the prophcts mcﬁ"xge to Ben-
hadad be raken in an affirmative or ncbmvc fenie, he cim-
not jifily be charged with bafenefs and ingra atitude hnca,
whether he accepted of his pxc(em or no, it is manifelt
that lve could not return him any falfe and'deluflve anfwer:
Ard yer the miore probable opinion' is, that, in ‘conformity
to his praftice, in the cafle of Naamart the leper, he did,
upon this occafion; rejes? the gosd things 9 Damajcus whmh
Béhhadad™ fent, becaufc the fame' xca‘?ms whigh induced
him to refufe them from the hand of Naaman' 'vfrere fiill'in
force, and might equally prevail with him not to accept
xhem f1 om thc hand of Hazael.

. ‘s
(#) 2 Kings riii, 10,
H=z Thus,
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Thus, with regard to Benhadad King of Syria, the pro-
phet ftands clear of any imputation of falfehood or ingra-
titude ; and, in like manner, if we confider the matter as
it ﬂ:ood between him and Joath king of Ifrael, we fhall
find no unbecoming paflion or peevifhnefs in hlS condudt,

of 2 Chron, DUt a great-deal of zeal and concern, for the honour both

N e
His beha-

viour t0
Joath not
amifs,

of his king and country For, whether King Joafh, be-
fore this interview with Elifha, was acquainted or not with
the nature of parabolical altions, whereby prophets more
efpecially were accuftomed to reprefent future events ; by
the comment which Elitha made upon the firft arrow that
he fhot, (which he calls (/) the arrow of deliverance from
Syria), he could not but perceive that this was a fymbolical
action, and intended to preﬁgure his vi€tories over that na-
tion ; and therefore, as the firft altion of fhooting was a
kind of prelude to the war, he could not but underftand
farther, (even though the prophet had faid nothing to him),
that this fecond action of firiking the ground with the ar-

TOW, Was tQ portcnd the number of the vitories he was to
obtain. (m) But then, if we may fuppofe, with the gene-
rality of interpreters, that the prophet ha¢ apprifed him
beforehand, that fuch was the fymbohcal intent of what he
now put him. upon 3 that the oftener he fmote upon the
ground, the more would their VJ&orxes be whlch his arms
thould obtain ; that this was the decree of heaven and’
that thus, in‘fome meafure, his fuccefs in war was put in
his own power; the king’s condu& was utterly inexcufable,
if, diffident of the prophet’s promife, and conﬁdeung the
vaft ftrength of the kings of Syria more than the power of
God that was engaged on his fide; ‘he ftopped his hand
after he had fmote thrice; fuppofing, indeed, that the pre-
diction would never hav¢ been fulfilled, had he gone oRm
and fmote upon the earth oftener. Upon the whole, there-
fore, the prophet had juft reafon to'be offended at the
king for not believing God, who had done fo many fignal
miracles in favour of the Hraelites ; for not believing him,
who (according to his own qcknowledgment) had been a
conftapt defender of the ftate, ( (n) the chariot of Hrael,

and the borfemen thereof, and now, in his dying hours, was
full of good wifhes and intentions for his country ; and;

by this unbelief of his, for echpﬁng the glory of hls own

(/) 2 Kings xiii. 17, {m) Le Clerc’s Commentary on
2 Kings xiil, 19. (»)-Ibid, ver. 14.
arms,
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arms, and curtaxhhg the number of his vi€tories: For A. Ig
{0) thou fhouldft have fmitten five or fix times, (fays the pro- Xoenii

Ant.Chrift. .

phet to the.king), then fhouldft thou have fmitten Syria, till 1003, &e.

thou hadff confumed it ; 'wlzereas now thot fbalt fmite Syria _ from
tKings viii.
but thrice. to the end.

(p) Behold I fend unto you prophets, and wife men, and of 2 Chron.
Jeribes, (fays our blefled Saviour, upbraiding the Jews with r—
their bloody perfecutions of the righteous), and fome of them th.s Zecha-
ye Shall kill, and crucify, andfome of them ye fball fcourge riah, was
in your [ynagogues, and perfecute them from city to city'; that ;ﬁ;“l’;’;
upon yau may come all the righteous blood fbed upon the eartb, whom our
Jrom the blopd of righteous dbel, unto the blood of Zechariahb, Savour
the fon of Barachiah, whom ye flew between the temple and ™™ ions.
the altar : And hereupon fome names of great.authority
have inferred, that the Zechariah, fon of the high prieft,
whom Joath, king of Judah, commanded to be flain, was
the fame with the perfon whom our Saviour here mentions;
for though he calls his father by a different name, Bara-
chiah, and not Fehoiada, yet this he might do, fay they,
to denote the divine graces, which were {o confplcuous in
him ; for {o the word Barachiah means.

Tt mu& be obferved, however, that as there is a differ-
ence in thefe two perfons, not only in regard to their fa-
ther’s names, but to the place likewife where they fuﬁ'ered.
the one (g) between the temple and the adltar, i. e. in the
court of the pric.ts, and the other (r) in thecourt of the
houfe:cf z‘pq Lord, i.-e, in the coutt of the ifraelites, where
he was mounied on high. and inveighing againft their ido-
latry,-the:é'glru fome grounds to believe, that the Zecharias
in the gofpel is not the fame with him whofe death ' we find
recorded in che Chrpmcles of the kings of Judah.

" Our, blefled Sayiour, ‘it muft 'be owned, not only fore-
told the utter excifion of the Jews, butrdefcribed likewife
feveral preceding calamities, .almoft in .the very manner
wherein their own hiftortan has related :them. Now, in
the times of the Jewith war, Jofephus(s) makes mention
of one Zacharias, agnd gives us thefe citcumftances con-
cerning his: murthe; - L'hat he was the fon'of one
Baruch, a man;of -the fi-f rank :and-of great-authority,
virtue, and wcalth, a friend to all good men, and a con-

(o) Ibid. ver. 19. . {p) Matth. xxiii. 34, e, (g) Mauh,

xxui 35, (r) 2 Chron xxiv, 21.  (r) Hiftory of the Jew-
ith wars, lib, 1, ¢. 5.

h
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A« M. frant enemy to the wicked ;- that his fon Zacharias was,
ff:t”cﬁff;( by the zealots of that time, looked upon as a man {o very
1003, &c. popular, that they could not think themfelves fafe, with-

trom oue taking away his.life ; .that to this purpofe they brought
t’ft‘gg’s :;2 him before a tham court of their own erefting, where they
of 2 Chron. accufed himi of a confpiracy to betray Jerufalem to the Ro-
" mans, and of holding 2 criminal correfpondence with Ve(-

i, pafion ; that upon his triat, his innocence appeared-fo
clear,.and the accufations againft him fo falfe and malicious,
that their ‘own court;: contrary to their expeétation, ac-
quitted him ; but that, after he was acquitted, two ruffians
of their company fell upon him, and having murthered him
in the middle of the temple, threw his dcad body down thc
prcmplce whereon it ftood.
- This is the perfon (as. others nnagme) that ‘our Saviour
intends ; for as he begins with Abel, the firft inftance of a
erfon {fuffering by violence, it is but reafonable, they think
that he thould conclude with one of the lateft among the
Jews, while their government fubfifted; and therefore they
look upon our Lord’s words, not as a recital of what had
been done, but a prediction of what would be done;
and a glorious evidence it is of his divine omnifcience, which
could fortell the names both of father and fon, above forty
years before the event happened
His fachers  ddowever this be, ‘'wé muft not accufe the father of -that
conduétin Zacharias, who died.a martyr in the reign of- Joath king
Togaa&d .. of Judah, of thewing.a bufy and pragmatical {pirit, -in pla-
dicasted,  cing this Joath, when a child, upon the throne of his
anceftors. ‘Jehoiada, as he ‘was high-prieft, had a large
anthority even in civil affairs - (2) the dignity of his ftation
fet him at the head of . a very ‘powerful body of men, the
prisfts and Levites ; and ‘his-quality as firft judge and pre-
fident of the greav council of the nation, ‘gavehim a right
to- defend opprefied innocence, and to Oppofe the unjuft u-
furpation of ‘Athaliali; who had no pretence of claim -to
the crown, .and was defcended likewife from a wicked fa-
mily, which God had particularly devoted to-deftruction;
" (u)cT'he conftitution of ‘the nation moreover ‘was fuch;
that the crown, by divine appointment, was appropriated
to the fons of David; 'and therefore the hereditary right

(1) Calmet’s Commemzaxy on 2 hm"s xi. YO () Pools
Apnotations, 7

wag
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was inherent in him whom he had fet up, whofe aunt he A. M.
had married, whofe kinfman he was by birth, as well asf:t"c‘;‘;ﬁ
marriage, and who upon thefe accounts, as well as all ne=150; xc,
ceffary qualifications for {fo high a truft, was the propereft from
guardian of the fucceflion. For he had a large fhare of‘KlilsW“lé
wifdom and experience, an ardent love for the publie good,g}; Clirons
courage and activity in his compleétion, and a folid piety —~—
towards God rulihg in his heart ; and yet he did not act a~
lone in this important affair, but had the confent and con-
currence of the chief oﬂicers, both civil and ecclefiaftic,

the fpecial motion and afliftance: of God’s blefled Spirit,

and (as we thay fuppofe) the direftion’ and encomagemcnt

of the principal prophets that were then alive.

His fon indeed was but badly requitted for all the care And his

which his father had taken in fetting the crown uponown laft
young Joath, when, in his reign, and by his orders, he Yords at bis
was ftoned to death, and as he was expiring, cried out, (x)
Lord look upon it, and requite it. But we muftinot by thefe
words imagine, that: he died with a {pirit of revenge, (for
far be it from fo good a man), but that, by the {pirit of
prophecy, he only foretold, that it would not be long be-
fore God would find out fome means of punifhing the
king for his. barbarous ufage of him; which - accordingly
came to pafs ; for in the following verfes we read, that
(y) at the end of the year, the hoft of Syria came up again/t
him, and not long after that, (z) bis own fervants confpired
againft him, andﬂe'w him on his bed.

The fpirit of the gofpel, it muft be owned, i$ of a much Why st
more gentle and forgiving temper than that of the law, Stephen’s
under which we meet with feveral fuch imprecations (efpe- ie:;a:’f;ir
cially in the Pfalmi{t) as cannot, without violence, admitrable,
of any other conftruétion. @ur blcffed Saviour, in his rea-
foning with the Jews, tels them, (a) thet Mofes did indulge
them in {ome cales, Gecaufe of the bardnefs of their hearts 5
not that God ever did, or ever will, humour any man,
becaufe he is obftinate and obdurate ; bui the {enfe of the
words is, () that God therefore connived at fome things,
becaufe the difpenfation under which they lived wanted.
proper efficacy to work their hearts to a greater foftnefs.

‘We are not therefore to wonder, that we find fome difpa-

(x) 2 Chron: xxiv. 22. (y) 1bid. ver, 23, (%) bed
ver, 25, (a) Matth, xix. 8. (%) Young's fermons.

rity
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A.M.  rity in the behaviour of a Chriftian and Jewifh martyr +
o Tuca, but that fith prophetical declarations, concerning the-fu-
2003, &, ture punifiment of enemies and perfecutars, were not

from  thought wicked and uncharitable, even under a more per-
XK Vil fe& difpenfation, we have the example of the great apoftle
of 2 Chron, Of the Gentiles to evince ; who fpeaking of Alexander the
" copperfmith, who had greatly oppofed him, (¢) the Lord

reward him, fays he, according to his works ; where it is to
be obferved, that the King’s manufcript reads éropsess, and not
amopddy i. e.fball or will reward, and moft of the ancient
commentators have remarked, that this is not an impreca-
tion, but a prediftion only, not unbecoming an apofile.
Jehw's cha-  Whar God fays of the king of Aflyria, whom he calls
radter, the Rod of his anger, and the Staff of his indignation, is not
unapplicable to Jehu, after he was advanced to the throne
of Ifrael: I fent him againft the people of my wrath, to
tread them down, like mire of the fireets, bowbeit be meaned
not fo, neither did bis heart think fo, but it was in his beart
to deftroy, and cut off nations no¥ a few. Jehu indeed
made great oftentation of bis zea! for the Lord, and that
during his adminiftration, (d) there fbould fall to the earth
nothing of what he had faid concerning the houfe of Ahab ; and
it muft be acknowledged, that for his performance of the
divine commands in this regard, (¢) he received-commenda-
tions from God, and a fettlement of his family in the
throne of Ifrael for four fucceflions ; and yet we may fay
of him, that he meaned not fo, neither did his heart think
IE He was ftill a bad man, though ke did well in executing .
that which was right in God’s eyes, as to the abolifhment of-
the worfhip of Baal; (f) but his obftinate perfiftance in
the fin of Jeroboam, may be juitly alledged againft him, as
an argument of his falfe-heartednefs in all his other a&tions,
Why he Why he continued in this kind of idolatry, the reafons
continued were much the fame with him, that they were with the
the worthip firft infticutor of it, left, by permitting his fubjeéls to go
°@ thelg"l to the place appointed for divine woiihip, he might open,
€ calves. . . . N
a door for their return to their obedience to the houfe of
Duavid ; and, not only fo, but difoblige likewife a great
part of the nobility of the nation, who, by this time, had
been long accuftomed, and were warmly affetted to the

{c) 2 Tim, iv. 14, {4) Whitby’s Commentary on the New
Teltameat, (e)2 Kings 5. 0.  (f) Id. ver. 29,

worthip
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worﬂ'np of the golden calves. Hercin however he made & A-T‘;’-
plain-difcovery of hus fin.and folly, in not daring 'to truft 3;’:"(:“;(
God with the keeping of his kingdom, though: it was from'; 003, ®c.
his kindnefs and donation that he had it, and in appre- tmm
hending any danger from the houfe of Dav1d or the king- “Ktb“e 2;;“'
dom of Judah, which were'both now in fo weak and de- 4, Chran.
clining a condition, that they were much more likely to be ——"
{wallowed up by him.

(g) The truth is, Jehu was a wicked, bold. furious ! 1y God
and implacable man’; but a man of this complexxon {con - iy, ule of
fidering the work he was to be fet about) was a proper m,’
inftrument to be employed ; and fo far.is it from tending o
to the reproach, that it is infinitely to the glory of God, - ¢
that he can  make uf¢'of fuch boifterous and unruly p.flions
of mankind for the accomplithment of his juft deﬁgns
according " to the’ obfervation of the royal Pfalmift, (h)
Surely-the wrath of man fball pmzfe thee, ‘and the remainder
of his wrath fbait thou reftrain. | This he: -plainly did in the
cafe of Jehu : For after he had fetded him in the poflef:

{ion' of a-kingdom; and fill found that he perfiftéd in his
political idolatfy, hie brought down the king-of Syria upon
him, (7) -wba/mote the coafts of Ifrael, and quite wafted all
that part of hiskingdom, which lay beyond the rivet Jordan,

There is this to be faid however, concerning Jehu’s cut- .aud how he
ting off Ahazii, and (%) the othier branches of his family, i'o‘:“t:s;’gs
that ‘though his primary intent in doing it was'tofecure o
himfelf in the poﬁ"eﬁion of the kingdom, againft all claims
that might come from the houfe of Ahab; yet did he not
alt entirely contrary to his commiffion, becatfe ({) Aha-
ziah was the fon of Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, and’
the order of God was, (m) that the whole houfe of Abab
Should perifh: Bur then the queftxon is, where it was that
Ahaziah was flain ! becaufe, in the two accounts that wé
have of his death, there feems to be fome repugnancy.

The account which we have in the fecond book ot Kings
runs thus ; (1) When Ahaziah faw the death of Feho-
ram king of Ifracl, he fled by the way of the garden- -houfe,
and Febu follrwed after. bim, and faid, fmite him alfo in his
chariot : And they did fo. at the going up to Gur, which is by
H:/eam, and he fled to' Megiddo and there died : But in the

(¢) Pdol’s Annotations. () Phal. Ixxvi, 10. (7) 2 Kingsx. 32.7
{#) Pool’s Amnotations on 2 Kings X, 14, (/) 2 Kiogs vii. 18,
{m) 2 Kings ix.8..  :(n) Ibid. ver. 27, ~

Yor.IV. I book
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A. M, book of Chronpicles it is faid, that (o) when Febu. was exe-
Y Chrin, cuting judgment upon the houfe of Ahab, and . found the prin-
1003, &c. ces of fudah, even the fons of the brez‘/;rm of Ahaziah, that

from  miniftered 1o Abaziah, he flew them.  And he foug/.n‘ Aha-
tﬁ’g’eg::;"' ziah, and they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria),
of 2 Chron, and brought him to ]ebu, and when they had ﬂam /sz, ‘they
Tre ders, buried him.
entacconnts  Now, in order to reconcile the different accounts of the
inKings fame event, we muft obferye, () that as pne great end
and Chron (¢ writing  the. book  of Chronicles, was. fo- fupply fuch
ceming A- matters as had been omx;ted in_the- book of kings; fo
haziah’s  this account of the death of Ahaziah, in the later, 1s ve-
gz;tc}:l:‘s ry fhort, and included the ftory of ]eroboam, that the read-

er, at one and the fame view, as it were, - -might percelve
in what manner it was.that both thefe princes fell ; but in
the former it is told more at Iarge and therefore, to com-
plete the hx{’cory, we muft gake in . both acceunts, and hom
thence we may gather,--—-—— That upon fecmg Jehoram
mortally wounded, Ahaziah turned his chari iat,. and made
the beft. of his way to Samaria, in order to excape into his
own kingdom ; but finding the pafles too, nalrowlv guard-
ed, he thought proper to conceal himfelf .ig the rown, in
hopes of a better opportunity ; that- Jehu, in the ‘mean
timg, coming to Samaria, and having intelligence that A-
haziah was lurking thexe, ordered that diligent fearch
fhould be made for him, and when he was found, that he
thould be carried to Gur (the: place, in 3l pxob'lbnhty,
where his father Joram had flain all his breth}en) and there
be killed in his chariot, that fo his fervants might imme-
diately ¢arry off his corpfe. and bury it. But as Jehu’s .or-
der to the officers that were intrufted with the execution,
was only, that they [hould fmite him, they. thouaht it e-
nough tofglve him a mor ml wound, fo thar his fervams car-
ucd him from thence to. Meuulo, the nexrt tgwn in the
tribe of Iffachar, where he died,
thywzzhf"' ‘Chis makes the.circumftances confiftent : And though
incenfed W€ are no ways concerned {efpecially when Ihe fdcred hi-
againt E- ftory is filent) to affign any reafons for fuch furious paf-
lifha, fions as are fre quently obferved in great and w1cked men ;
yet it may be no hard matter to imagine fomcthmg more
probab]e than what (g) Jofephus'makes the caufe of Jeho-
ram’s indignation %amft Llifha, and Lis vowing to take off

(¢) 2 Chron, xxii, 7. &e. (p) Pool’s Annotations.
(9) Jewith Autiq. lib. ix. c. 2.

his
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his head; even becaufe he refiifed to intercede with God A. M.
for the removal of the famine, that had, at this time, fo E&O:tl’cei:{r
forely wafted the city of Samaria. From the many miracles 1003, etc. -
which Elifha did, the king very likely might be convinced, _from
that the fame {pirit which once refided in Elijah was now t’ft‘t’"fsm‘l’(‘!“
defcended upon him; and therefore, as Elijah had power, of 2 Chron.
by his prayers, either to fhut or open-the windows of hea- “——
ven, cither to caufe or remove a famine, as he pleafed,
() he might poffibly imagine, that God had conferred the
fame privilege upon Elitha, and might therefore be highly
incenfed againft him, becaufe he would not make ufe of it
in the prefervation of a city reduced to the utmoft diftrefs.
Bur we can hardly imagine, that a wicked and idolatrous
prince (as Jehoram certainly was) would ever entertain fo
high a conception of any ot the Lord’s prophets: And
therefore we muft endeavour to find out fome other reafon
foi the violence of his rage and indignation againft him.
When the prophet Elifha carried the détachment of the
Syrian army, which was fent to apprehedd. him at Dothan,
hood-winked (as it were) into the city of Samaria, Jeho-
rami, we find, would have gladly taken this advantage, and
fallen upon them with the {word : (s) My father, fball I
Smiite, fhall T fmite them ? So eager was he to have them de-
ftroyed, as we may learn from the repetition of his words !
But by no means would the prophet permit him; on the
contrary, he ordered them rto be tréated with much civility,
and difmiffed in peace. An ufage this which deferved a
bettér return than what they made the Ifraclites the year
following, when they came, and befieged Samaria, and
forely diftrefled it. The king of Ifrael, therefore, re<
fleting ori the opportunity which, liad he employed as he’
defired, would have difabled the army from making any
freth invafions, but was unhappily loft, by liltening to-2n
old doating prophet, (ashe mightcall him); was grieved be-
yond meafure, and hereupon vowed to make his life pay
for the lives of thofe, who, by his counfel, had efcaped,
and were now returned to repeat their hoftiliies. It may
be fuppofed likewife, that upon the return of the Syrian
army, the king of Ifrael, knowing himfelf in no condition
to oppofec them, might pofiibly be for purchafing a peace
at any rate ; which Elitha might endeavour to difuade him
from, by giving him all along affurance, that the enemy:
thould at length be defeated. TFinding however no effeét in
(r) Pool, ibid. (r) 2 Kings vi. 21. '
— 12 the
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© A.M. theprophet’s promifes, and, on the ‘contyary, feemg his
%‘;’Ch@’ q capiral clolely befieged, and the people reduced to great ex-
reo3, e, tr€mity of want, he began, to.repent him of following his
fom  advice; and being fhocked at hearing the horrid ftory {and
Kings viii. th ¢ from the mother’s own mouth) of her being forced to
;'j";f;;;jn eat her own child for hunger, he fell into a rage, and vow-
‘——~— ed 1o be revenged of Elitha, as one who, by his bad coun-
fel, had occafioned all that mifery : (¢) God do fo tome, and
more alfo, if the head of Elifba, the fon of Shaphat, [ball
fand on bim to day ; never confidering that his own mani-
fold and crying fins, efpecially his obftipate adhermg, to the
idolatry of the calves, (x) and the whox edoms and witch-
erafis of his mother Jezebel, were thc true and proper
How all the €30{es of: all his calamities.
worfhippers  Jehur (as we faid before) was a - wicked and ambmoug
o Baal  man, and itis much to be queftioned, whether he would
mieht L€ have executed the diving will {o. punétually, had it not
ni::rétcggo fallen in with his own intereft and defigns. . He had now
ther. extirpated the houfe of Ahab, and as Ahab had been the
fieft intraducer of the 1dolatry of Baal into the kingdom of
Ifrael, he could not but think, that the priefts and pro-
phets, and fuch as adhered to the worfhip of that falfe
god, were of Jezebel’s faction, and might,, at ene time or
other, take occafion to revenge her death. Somcthmg or
other was therefore neceflary to.be done, in order to get
rid of this dangerous fet of men, and, that the bufinefs
might beidone effetually. to get rid of them all at once.
¢{x) He was a perfon.of a known indifference in matters of
religion, who, in thisregard, always conformed to the hu-
meurs of the court, and, in the reign of King Ahab, had
beem as ftrenuoys a worfhipper of Baal as any ; and there-
fore, how could the people tell, when they read his pro-
clamation for 2 great feaft, and a folcmn facrifice to be offer-
ed unto Baal, butthat, in good earneft, he had returned to
his former love to the religion which he once embraced,
and only deferted for a while, in complacency to others ¥
He: had gone on a litde. oddly indeed at his enterance upon
‘the government, had murthered their chief patronefs, and
made free with fome of their priefts likewife ; but thefe
“prieflts perhaps were (y) domeftics to Jezebel, or too near
related to Ahab’s family not to go off in the common
flaughter. Some inftances of this kind could hardly be

(¢) 2 Kiogs vi. 31. () chap, ix. 22. " (x) Pool’s An-
notations, () 2 Kings xi. t¥,

helped
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helped in the heat of execution, when the man was refolved A: M.
to {ecure himfelf, and remove all competitors : but now, g‘;‘;'é;:f
that he has nothing to fear, why fhould we think, but that yoo3, &,
a prince who has no fenfe of religion at all, fhould ‘be a _ from

worfhipper of our god Baal, (that glorious laminary 1 whicl Hines viik

; : . . . to the end
thines {o bright in the firmament ot heaven), as he is of the of 2 Chron.
golden calves ? : v

Thus, we may fuppofe, the Baalites reafoned, upon Why they
reading the king’s proclamation - fo apparently in favour of 2l went-
their idolatry ; and God, in his judgment, fuffered their
(2) foolifb hearts to be thus darkened, and becaufe they receiv-.
ed not the love of the truth, that they might be faved, for
this caufe he fent upon them a firong delufion, that they might
believe a lie. But whether they deluded themfelves into this
periuafion or not, this they knew by experience, that Jehu
was a man of a fierce and bloody temper, who would not
fail to put his threats in execution ; and therefore reading
in the fame proclamation, that (a) whofever fball be want-
ing, he fball not live, they found themfelves reduced to this
fad dilemma, either to go or die: and therefore they thought
it the wifeft way to run the hazard, and throw themfelves
upon his mercy, having this at leaft to plead for themfelves,
that they were not difobedient to his commands. The only
remaining queftion is, if every ane obeyed this fummons,
how could the temple of Baal be capable of receiving them
all ? S ’

- Now, the words of Jehu’s fummons are thefe, And how
(b) Call unto me all the propbets of Baal, all his fervants, and the temple
all his priefes, let none be wanting 5 for I have a great facri- f:i‘:dt;‘;;

Soce to offer unto Baal. And Febu did it in fubtilty, to the 4,
intent that he might deftroy the wor/bippers of Baal; in
which words we may obferve, {¢) that two particular or-
ders-of men are .diftinétly mentioned, the prophets, and
priefts ; and therefore we may prefume, that the fervants
and worfhippers who are joined with them, were fome of
an inferiour kind, (fuch as Levites in the Jewifh, or deacons
in the Chriftian church), who attended upon the other in
their facred miniftrations; becaufe in the 22d verfe, we

4+ Baal and Aftaroth are commonly j3ined together ; and as it is '
belicved, that 4/aroth denotcs the moon, = may with good reafon
fay, that Baal is put for the fun. Calmet’s DifFionary.

{z) 2 Thefll ii. 11. (a) 2 Kings x. 19, (5) 1id,
(¢ ) Pool’s Annotations,

find



76 The Hiftory of the BIBLE, Book VI,

A, M. find Jehu ordering him, who was over the vefiry, to bring
f&*’é’(f‘ﬁ Jorth veftments for all the wor fbippers of Baal, which cannot
1003, . De meant of the people in general, becaufe they wore no
__from.  diftin& garments, in their worfhip either of God or Baal,
:ngs viii-but of the 'priefts- and minifters only. ~Thefé were the
o the end
of 2 Chron. reat fupport of the prefent idolatry ; and therefore Jehu
“——concluded very juftly, that if he did but once deftroy

them, all the common worfhippers would fall away of
courfe. '

But, even if we take the words fervants and worfhippers
in their utmoft latitude, we need not doubt but that the
temple of Ball (d), which was built in the capital city, and
near the royal palace, and, being the chief irr its kind, was
defigned for the ufe of the king and queen, and, particu-
laily perhaps for fuch great and high folemnities, was large
and capacious enough to hold them all. For, befides this
principal building, (¢) there might be feveral outward
courts, (as there were in the temple'at Jerufalem), where
the people ftood while they' worfhipped, (as they did in
the temple-fervice), and thefe, together with the temple
itfelf, would afford fpace fufficient for all the idolaters of
that kmd 'both -minifters and people, that were then in
the whole kingdom. For, fince the days of ‘Ahab, by the
minifiry of Elgah, Eh{ha, and the reft of the prophets, as
well as by the flaughter whicli Hazael, in his wars againft
Ifrael, had made among many of them, the number of
Baal’s worfhippers had been greatly diminifed. Jehoram
himfelf, as we read, (f) put away the image of Baal that
his father had made, and, when the king withdrew his pre-
fence and gncouragement, his fubjedts, without doubt; for
the generality, followed his ¢xample; for it eannot be fup-
poﬁd that the worthip of 'fuch fenfelefs idols could ever
be kepe up (efpecially among a pt'opic that had the oracles
of God in their cuftody, without the influence of fome
great authority, or the confideration of fome wicked and
worldly ends. \

}

(d) Pool, ibid.  (¢) Patrick’s Commentary, (/) 2 Kings
i 2.

"DISSER-
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At Cluith,
DORLOT DT ki ! 1003, &<
oF 70114/}: Mi j on to Nuzevelz and A’éode in the Wbalef from
N v Bel/y ' ) . c .. 1Kings viil,
s to the c¢nd
ITE T G VR of 2 Chron,
N the whole compafs of the oud Teﬁament, I know OE'E—:@;
no paflage that has been made fo popular a topic oL han- ¢ pis ﬂm;‘
ter and ridicule; and which the lovers of ipfidelity, in all e
ages, have fo much delighted fo defeant upon, as the ftory T
of Jonah’s continuing. three days and three nights in the
whale’s belly. The ftory indeed at firft hearing, founds, -
furprifingly 5 and theretore we need not wopder, that¥the
wit and fagacity of a Porphyry, or a Julian, found fome:
plaufible exceptions againft it, which our modern rcuailers,
and malicious 1mp10v€rs, of their objetions, Lave endca-
voured to decyy as a wild romance, ar, at beft, but a para-
bolical reprefeptation of fomethmg elfe T
¢ That a man, thrown jnto the {ea, with all his cloaths The objec-
‘ on, thould, in the very nick of txme, meet with a fith, ti““ againft
¢ and fuch a fith as was never heard of before, large e-
.nough to {wallow him up quick,.and, without hurt-.
“ ing-an’hair of his head, to keep him in his ftomachy
¢ for fo many days and nights, alive; that, in this narrow
and gloomy prifon, he fhould be able to breathe, and
live, andbe nourifhed; thence fend up his prayers to
God, and thence promife himfelf a deliverance in due
time ; this is an account of -things fo very abfurd, that
there is no pofiibility of believing it. For admitting that
¢ Jonah got fafe and found down the whalc’s threar, yet
“ how could Le fubfift there without air, or contmue\any
time without being parboiled ? The fi omach we know,
Would do its office; and therefore we cannot pur think,
that in a few hours, much more in three days, the man-
muft, of courfe, have been totally diffolved, and his body
converted ingo the body of the fith; or, if its digeftion
was nof fo quick, he muft, at leaft, when caft upon the
Jhore, have been. fadly fedden, and unfit to be fent upon
another expedition, _—
“ What Gad can'do, we mu& not. dlf'putc ; but then.
great care thould be taken, not to magni‘y his power
to the diminution of hijs; wifdom, or to think, that he
is fo lavith of his miracles as to fave a rebellious pro-
¢.phet that was difobeying his orders, and flecing, if
« poflible, from his prefence, that deferved indeed to be-
“ left
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A. M. ¢ left to the mercy of the waves, and made food for the
?::ébﬁ‘fm “ fithes of the {ea, rather than vouchfafed fo ftupendous a
y003, & ‘¢ prefervation: And all this, for what? Even to compel

fom < him to go, againft his will, to a wicked city, with an an-
t’ﬁ;fug" “ welcome meflage ; as if there-had been no prophet in If-
of 2 Chron, *‘ racl, but this fullen and refra&ory man, to be fent uPon
AT ¢ this errand.”
by an ac- Nineveh, at the time whcn Jonah was fent thither, was
count of the metropolis of the Affyrlan empire, and one of the lar-
gl‘c'l‘e‘:;h geft and moft ancient citics in tﬁe world. Accdrdmg to
Jonah “),'as the beit chronologers, it was built not long after the flood,
fentthither, and very foon after the tower of Babel, by Nimrod ; but
:’:’; e ion- being afterwards greatly enlarged: by Nmus\, from, i it
habiants, Feceived its name It was fituated upon the bapks of the

Tigris, and (as Diodoruas (g) has given us the difcription of
it) ‘was, in length, an hundred and fifty ffadia ; in breadth
four fcore and ten ; and in circumference, four hundred and
feventy ; which, being reduced to our meafure, make it a-
bout one and twenty miles long, nine broad; and four and
fifty round. How ftately its-walls, and how lofty its towers
were, the fame hiftorian has taken care to inferm us ; and
how great the number of its'jnhabitants was, we may learn
from (b) the fix feore. thoufdnd childremy who' conld:not dif-
cern betwedn their right hands and their left : For, according
to a proportional cemputation, there muft have been jn
the whole above {ix hundred theu{and perfons.,

Now, we have wrong conceptions of God, if we think,
that becaufe he made the children -of Ifrael his pecuhar
people, he therefore neglected all the world befides.” On
the contrary, (i) Though he fhewed his word unto Facob, a.nd
his fatutes'and ordinances unto Ifrael, in a p’amcular man-
ner, yet he did not leave himfelf without a witnefs in ocher
natzons ; but whenever they were drawing deftruction upon
them.elves, took care to acquaint thém with their xmpendmc
doom. To this purpefe, we may obferve, that not only Ifaiah,
kzekiel, and Daniel, but almott all the other prophets, do
foretel the deftrudtion of Babylon, and publifli the’ di-
vine threats againft Egypt, Edom, and the other kingdoms
nexghbourmg upon Canaan ; that (k). Jeremiah, in parti-
culur, was ordered by God to make himfelf bonds and
yokes, and fend them to the kings of the Ammonites, of
'{'yre and Sidon,’ and other princes, by the hand of their

(g)Lib. 2.Bb.  (4) Jonahiv.1r. (i) Pll. cxlvii. 19.
t4) Jer. xavii, 2, G, -
minifters,
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minifters, who were then at the court of Zedekiah king of A.M.
Judah, with his admonition to their mafters, thatunlefs 3207675
they repented of their evil ways, he would deliver them jo03, et.
into the power of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, whom  from

ke calls his fervant, even as he does (/) Cyrus his anointed, :ﬁ’:ﬁ:ﬂ'
{for being appointed to execute his will), fome hundred 4f 2 Chron,
years before he was born; and theerfore we need lefs won= “——v—
der, that we find God intercﬁing himfelf in the preferva-

tion of the large and- populous city of Nineveh, upon which
depended the whele fate of the Aflyrian empire, fince, in

all ages, he has given proofs of his protection, and abfolute
dominion over other nations, as well as the Ifraelites, ei-

ther in threatening their difobedience, in order to procure

their anteridment, or, -if they defpifed his threatenings, in
punifliing their obftinacy as they deferve.

(m) Is he the God of the Fews only 2 Is be not alfo of the
Gentiles ? Yes," of the Gentiles alfo, fays an apoftle of great
authority : And therefore we may prefume, that as Jonah
was the only prophetin the Old Teftamenr that was fent
cxprefsly to preach to the Gentiles, God might defign here-
by-to give to his people a premonition of his intention, i
the fulnefs of time, (n) to raife up a root of Jefle, (as the
prophet exprefles it). which fhould fland for an enfign of the
peaple, and unts which the Gentiles fhould feek : To (o) break
down-the middle wall of partition, even the law of command-
ments, conmmed in ordinances ; and to unite all nations in
one communion, under (p) one great fbepherd and bzﬂaop
of ‘théir fouls.”

But whether God might defign this call to the Ninevites, And to
as a pledge and affurance of his future admiffion of the &Tge};’f
people of all " nations into the privileges of the Chriftian e,
covenant, this’ certainly he might have under his imme-
diate view, wviz. to fhow the difparity between his people
and aliens, and upon the comparifen of their feveral be-
haviours, fthame them for living unreclaimed, under the
conftant preaching of his prophets for {fo many years, when
a people; whom they defpifed, as being firangers to the co-
venant of pramzfe, had, by the mighty power of his word,
been converted in the fpace of three days.

Nothing is more common in Scripture, than to find
God complaining of  his people for not attending to the
meflages which he fent them : (g) Since the day thut

(/) Ifaiah xlv, 1. (=) Rom. iii, 27. (») Haiah xi. 10.
(Eph.iiig.  (p) 1 Petidi. 25, (g) Jer, vii, 25, ¢
Ver. IV, K their
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A M their fathers came Jorth out of Egypt, (fays God to one of
300:1‘(:‘;[{‘1 his prophets), even unto this day, I bave fent unto then: all
f‘o';;, e, my fervants, the prophets, daily. rifing up early, and fend-

fom  ing them ; yet they hearkened not unto me, por inclined their
"Kig?s"i"j-ear, but hardened their neck, and did worfe than their fa-
2}; &;‘;n. thers « Therefore fhalt thow fpeak all thejz words unto them,
o but they will not hearken, aud theu [balt ¢all yntoe them, but

they will not anfwer thee. And therefore God, very well
forekmowing the fuccefs that his prophet would meet with,
might fend him with commiflion” to preach to the Nine-
vites, not only in purfuance of his kind purpofes to them,
but with an intent likewile to rendér his own people in-
excufable, even as our Saviour reprefents the cafe of the
Jews in his days, who refufed to hear him «.. (r) The mien
of Nineveh Shall rife in judgment with this generation, and
fball condemn it, becaufe they repented at the preaching of
Fonah 3 aud bebold a greater than Fonah is here.
Why Jonsh And indeed, fome have imagined, that one great caufe
refufed to  Of Jonah's declining the order at firt, and of his going at
g0- latt with fo much reledtancy to Nineveh, might be fome
fufpicion, that in cafe thefe Gentiles fhould liften to his
preaching, it might be, not enly a lafting reproach, but a
means of reprobation likewife, to his eountrymen, who,
under the conftant miniftration of fo many. prophets,
were only become more obdurate in fin: And ‘therefore,
jealous of the honour of his nation, and too folicitous for
their prefervation, he could not prevail with himfelf to ac-
cept of a commiflion that feemed to interfere with this ;
left a ready compliance with thedivine commaad at Ninéveh
thould prove the difparagement at leaft, if not the utter
rejection of (s) his brethren, his kinfmen after the flefb.
The prophet himfelf, however, has fuggefted another
reafon for his unwillingnefs to go to Nineveh, and that is,
the fuperabundant mercy of God, which, he forefaw, would
be moved to pity at the prayers an:d tears of the people;
and therefore he remonfirates thus: (2) I:pray thee, O
Lord, was not this my faying, when I was not yet in my
country ? Therefore I fled before unto Tar/bifb ; for I knew
that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, flow to anger, of
great hindnefs, and repenteft thee .of the evil. But, how
plaufible {oever this excufe may be, yet, upon the face of

(r) Matth, xit. 41 (+) Rom. ix. 3. (#) Jonah iv. 2.

the
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the whole affair, it appears, that the prophet confidered A.M.
himfelf a little too much ; and therefore we may conclude, 10"
that the true reafon for his declining the errand, was the 1oy, «tc.
hazard and dlﬂiculty,of the undertaking, and the great un- _from
certainty of its fuccefs : The very fame thought that deter- :Kt‘}'l’fi;g"
red Mofes from applying to Pharaoh to grant the I{raclites of » Chron.
their liberty, and Gideon from taking up arms.te refcue ——
his .country from the {lavery of the Midianites: ¥or as
each of thefe made their feveral excufes ; [ am of uncircum-
cifed lips, fays one, and how fball Pharach hearken-unto me @
And,. I am the leaft in my father’s houfe, fays the other;

and how then fball I fave ifrael? So might Jonah fay
w1thm himfelf, ¢ 7 am lefs than the leaft of the prophets,

¢ and how then can 1 expeét that the people of fo great

and opulent a city will give any attention to my preach-
ing ; that they will rather take the alarm, and fall upon

~me, and .flay me, when I come to tell them that their
ruin and defirution is {fo near approaching ? I'H get
quit of this dangerous affair, theretore, as wellas I can;
and, becaufe I conceive, that the Apirit of prophecy
{(which upos.this account makes me fo uneafy) will not
< purfue me, after I am gone out of the Holy Land, I'H

#<_make the beft of my way into Cilicia; for, when I hawe
< got at fome diftance from Judea, God perhaps may
£ think mo mose ‘of fendmg me, but may find him out

¢ fome other prophet that is better qualified for this pur‘-

& pofe.” But, (u) Whither fball I go from thy fpirit & (as

one better inftructed than Jonah feems to be'in this article

,of his omniprefence, addrefles himfelf to God), Or whi-

zher fhall I flee from thy prefence ? If I afcend up into hea-

ven, thou art there s if I go down into hell, thou art there

alfs; if I'take the wings-of the morning, and dw,all in the ut-

termoft. parts of the fea, even there alfo fhall thy handlead me,

and thy right hand fball hsid me 5 which no man ever fo cx-
perimentally found to be true as did this propher, while he

{ojourned in the deep, and took up his habitation in the

whale’s belly.

(x) Some learned men indeed are of copinion, that the That the
fith which fwallowed up Jonah, was nota whale, becaufe fifh which
the largeft of thefe (as they tell us) have but in proportion (‘:‘Pﬂ}m‘;‘;}
very narrpw gullets, fuch as are not caPablc of receiving a very proba-

bly was a

() Pfal. cxxxix. 7. () Bochart, De animal. faeris, part 2. “hak

hb v. . 12.; Bartholin. De morbis Bxbhczs, art. 14,

K 2 man
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A.M.  man entire into their ftomachs: And therefore they ima-
X’;’&ﬁh gine that it is what they call the lamia, or fea-dog; which,
1003, &c. though lefsin bulk than a whale, has a gullet fo vaftly large,

from  that frequently in its flomach have heen found men, alt
:ﬁ‘}’l‘fs;l:“ whole and entire, () and fometimes clad in armour.
ofz Chron, It muft be acknowledged, that the Hebrew Dag -gadol,
“——— which the text in Jonah makes ufe of; fignifies no- more

than any great fith ; but then it makes fomething for the
common opinion,. that the whale is the largeft fpecies ‘we
know of that fwims in the fea. "The ancients indeed feem
to have enlarged too much in their account of this animalk
(z) Pliny talks of -fome that were fix hundred ‘feet long,
and above half.as much broad. Solinus (@) makes others
no lefs than eight hundred feet; and Dionyfius (4) feems
to afirm of others, that they had a throat wide enough to
fwallow up a fhip with all its rigging. But tho’ thefe may
pafs for extravagant exaggerations, (c) an author, ‘who
has wrote expr efsly upon this fubject, gives us this account,
¢ That, in the northern’ feas, ‘there are' whales of
¢¢ fuch a prodigious bignefs, that, when their flefh is taken
«¢ off, and nothing left but their fkeletons, they look like
«.large veflels, or rather like fpacious houfes, 'with feveral
< chambers and windows in them, wherein a whole fami-
“ ly might find room to live.,” Their mouth (everyione
allows) is capable of containing {everal men at once. We
aretold (d) of one, caft upon the coaft of Tufcany, in
the year 1624, whofe jaws were fo wide, that a man on
horfeback might have rode into thém 'with eafe * And we
have not much reafon to doubt, but'that their throat and;
belly are anfwerable to (¢) fo fpacious an opening’

It cannot be thought indeed, but ‘the cefophagns, in
creatures that are dead, muft be contracted to a great de-
gree, in comparifon to what it is when they are alive, and
precmlly when they "are eating; in which cafe it i
capable of fo great dilatation (as is evident from a plkes
fometimes {fwallowing another fithalmoft of his own mag-

(y) This a French author named Rondelet, reports of one
of thefe fea-dogs which was taken near: Nice, or Marfeilles';
Calmet’s Differt. furle poiffon qui engloutit Jonah.  (z) Lib,
38.c.1. (2) Cap.52.  (8) Periegetes, ver. 603. (c) Qlaus
Magnus, De pifcibus monftrof. lib xxi. c. 15, 16. (4) John
Cabri, of the academy of Florence, makes méntion'of this
whale. {¢) %anto biatu patebat os illud, quod veluti janua
{pelunce illius fuit

nitude)
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nitude) that we need not much fear; but that the fith which ogx' Ig;{
God had provided for that purpefe was able to 'gulp Jo- Int.Chrift,
nah down at once, without ever hurting him. For ‘the joo3, &
whale, as we are told, has neither teeth nor tufhes, (where— s Kf:g“; il
as the fea-dog has four or five rows of teeth-in each «jaw), to the end.
and-is therefore the much properer of the two to receive of 2 Curon,
into its ftomach any thing alive, without the danger of “™v—
contufion. - ¥ . . ' -
Thus we have conveyed-Jonah fafe and found into the H;’“;t};fvc

whale’s belly; let- us in the next place, fee howhe is to 5.
live three for the fpace of three days. The Scripture in- whale's flo-
deed fpeaks: precifely of (f) three days and three nights 5 mach.
but as Jonah-was a type of ourSaviour, and his abode in

the belly of the whale a prefiguration of our Lord’s conti-

nuance (g) in the heart of the carth, there is fome reafon to

‘think, that the type, and the antitype, in this refpe&, were

‘both alike ; and that as our Lord was but one whole day,

and part of two more, ‘in the grave, fo Jonah might con-

tinue no longer in the deep; and yet, according to the He-

brew wiy of computation, both be truly faid to have been

thrée days and three nights,in their refpective confinemerits.

‘But not to infift on this, abbreviation of time," what fome
-naturdlifts ‘tell us of - the food of the whale, viz. That it

does not live on fléfh, but-on weeds, on the froth of the

fea, on infedts, and fuch fmall fith as are eafy of. digeftion ;

and that, confequently, as having a colder ftomach, it

was a fitter recepracle for the prophet, than.any other fith

that was’ carnivorous; this might be of fome confidera-

tion' perhaps, were we not difpofed to call - in the miracu-

‘lous power of God, which alone could preferve him in

thele circumftances. But then, we cannot but.allow; that

as he fufpended the violence of the fire from hurting the

three young men that were caft into the furnace; that

as he made-St. Peter’s body either fo light as to walk upon

the. waters, or the waters {o folid as to fupport it; fo,

with the fame facility, he might controul the acid hu-

mours- in any credture’s ftomach, and make it, (for fuch

4 determinate time) lofe its faculty of digeftion: For in

-all this, there is nothing that furpaflcs the. power of the

great' anthor of nature, who gives, or fufpends the adti-
-vity 'of 4ll bodies; who ftops, or controuls, who changes,
or-modifies, (as he¢ thinks fit), all the motion which he

(f) Jomahi..17. n {g) Matth, xii. 40,

communicates
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A. M. commumcates to matter, of what kind {oever it be. And,
X’;”cﬁfﬁ in like manner, though it be impoffible, according to the
3003, &c. Ordinary laws of nature, for a man to breathe in the fto-

from  mach of a fifh, or at leaft, to draw i in fuch a quantity of
:ﬁ"f::l';“ air as is requilite to give a due circulation to his blood;
of2 Chron. yet {ince it is neither contrary to the nature, nor fuperlor
T to the power of Gad, by one means or other to effe&t the
thing, if it be but agrceable to his will, we cannot fee any
" reafon why it may not be done. : Ty

Bats and {wallows, and other bxrds, which in the cold
feafon of the year creep into cliffs of rocks, and hollow
trees, (%) .creatures that live under ground, and feveral
others that abide at the bottom of deep waters, fubfift in
a manner without breathing. They live, as it were, in.a
deliquium of life, and the bloed in their veins feems to
move very flowly, if at all; and yet we -find them revive
again, upen the- approach of the genial heat of the fun,
1o give their blood and juices a brifker fermentation; and
why might not God then, during thefe three days and
nights, put Jonah into the very fame ftate of repoie, and
tranquillity, that either the element they live in, or the cold-
er {eafonof the year, do naturally bring upon thefe animals,
by correéting the fluidity, and retarding the circulation
of hisblood, fo 2s to make frequent refpiration not fo
neceflary ?

"The ancient phyficians were of opinion, that whllc thc
child continued in its mother’s womb, it lived without
breathing, {o that there was no employment for the lungs,
until it came into the open air; but later anatomifts will
perfuade us, that without fome circulation of bleod in the
body, no animal can live ; and therefore they pretend to
have found out in the feetus a confiderable artery, which
conveys the bloed from the wvena cava (without its paffing
into the right ventricle of the heart) into the lungs ; from
whence, by another {maller artery, (wh1d1 they call the
Botal, it is carried into the Aorta, and {0 coniinues in aper-
petual circulation, without entering the lobes of .the lungs,
which are not replete with blood, nor begm 10 maqve, un-
til the child is born and fucks in the frefh air. TFor then,
fay they, the blood being forced by the motion of the heart
mto the artery, whofe orifice lies in its right ventricle,
goes directly into the lungs, and is thence brought back by

() Calmet’s Differt. {ur le Poiffon, &v,
4 the
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the pulmonary vein ; fo that the other veffcls which help A. M.
the circulation of the blood in the feetus, being now be- };"ftf’cffi'ﬂi
come ufelefs, do by degrees ftop, and are dried up. But 1004, &«
it may not always happen fo : In fome particular perfons from
nature fometimes preferves them open ; and this is, the rea- t‘ﬁ;"eg::;“'
fon which fome give us, why the divers, (as they. are cal- of » Chron,
led), who accuftom themfelves to go under water, to dif- ——
cover and bring up the riches of the deep, can abide {o long

in that clement, without breathing. .

We pretend not however to advance, that Jonah was

one of this fort of men; but fill we may affirm, that it
was in God’s power, during his continuance in the fifh’s
belly, to put him in fuch a ftate of acquiefcence, and his
blood into fuch a form of circulation, as would require
no more refpiration, than the feetus has in the womb.
In this there is nothing impoffible, nothing incompatible
with the laws of nature; though it muft be acknowledged,
that, firi@tly fpeaking, the thing is above thé ordinary and
known laws of nature, and therefore miraculous ; but
then, if we believe not this miracle, why fhould we believe
any other, or why fhould it be thought a more incredible
thing, that Jonah (hould live three days in the belly of a
large fith, than that Lazarus (i) fhould be recalled to life
again after he had been four days buried in the grave;
that the prophet thould return from this fea-monfter’s fto-
mach, fafe and found, than that the (£) three Jews in Ba-
bylon fhould efcape from the flaming furnace, without
having fo much as zhe fimell of the fire pafs upon them ?

¢ But other miracles, it may be faid, were done for An objec-
< fome wife ends of providence, and when there appear- tion.
** ed an urgent occafion for God’s exerting his almighty
¢ power ; whereas, in the cafe before us, there feems to
¢ be none at all.” -

That prophets, however, -invefted with great power, Anfwered,
and fometimes intrufted with high commiflions from God, by fhowing
were () Men fubject to like paffions and infirmities as we fe‘;’ds"‘(h}“:
are, is evident, not only from the teftimony of the apofle, ¢i4 this mtie

but from the accounts of their own behaviour likewife, racle, viz.
to punifh
“Jonah,

(i) Johnxi. 17, 39, 44. (%) Dan, iii, 27.
{4) James v. 17. ) i

The
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A.M." The prophet that was fent to Bethel to dencunce -God’s
ﬁfx‘éﬁ?ﬁ judgment againft the idolatrous altar, was a fad eximple of
1003, &c. human frailty, in giving credit to the perfuafions of ano-

from  ther, even when they contradifted a divine command. Jo-

Kings viil, hah, when “he was direfted to go to Nineveh, difcovered

of 2 Chron. the like, if no greater tokens of human infirmity, when,

———inftead of purfuing that journey, he bent his courfeanother
way, not without fome vain hopes' of evading by that
means the divine prefence : And therefore, as God fent a
lion to flay the prophet of Judah, for his too much credu-
lity ; {o fome have imagined, that:he not only purfued this-
prophet of Ifrael with a dreadful ftorm, but even had him
thrown over board, and {wallowed up by this fea-monfter,
in punifhment for his perverfenefs and prevarication.. God
indeed, by his overruling power, made the belly of this
monfter a place of fecurity to him; but what notions the
prophet himfelf had of this ftrange habitation, (m) where
the floods compafled him about, and the billows and waves
paffed over him, we may learn from his meditations in the
deep, (n) when be cried, by reafon of his afflition, to. the
Lord, and he heard him : So that, upon the prefumption
that God intended nort to deftroy him, the primary reafon,
we may imagine, for his appointing this fith to {fwallow him
up, was to flop this fugitive prophet, as he was endeavour-
ing to make his efcape: But then, in the midfi of judgment
thinking upon mercy, after a confinement of three nights
and three days in the deep, whereby he both taught him
better obedience for the future, and reétified his notions -
concerning the divine omniprefence, he ordered his jailor
(if we may fo {peak) to give him his liberty, and deliver
him fafe on {hore.

To convert 'The oriental. traditions do vaftly differ as to the place

the mari-  where Jonah was caft upon the land. (5) Jofephus muft

ners. needs be under a grofs miftake, when, to throw him upon
fome coaft of the Euxine'fea, lie makes the whale (which
could hardly be any quick mover) run eight -hundred
leagues, at leaft, in three days and nights : Neither are
others, who from the upper part of the Mediterranean,
carry him inta the ocean, and thence into the Red-fea, or
the Perfian gulph, in the like fpace of time, any happier
in their conjeftures, ‘This thip, we know, was bound for

(m) Jonahii. 3. () Thid. ver. 2. (‘o)‘J Jewith Antiq.

Iib, ix, <, ¢1.
Tarfus
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Tarlts (), a great trading town in Cilicia; a province ia A. M.

Afia Minor, ar the eaft end of the Mediterranean fea ; and f::'c(;:,c{a,
therefore the moft probable cpinion is, that fqdicwhe;«: on 003, efc.
this coaft, the fith difembogued itfelf of Jonali ; and if fo, Kf,“m'fv.i:
the marinexs, who, by the time that he was fet oo fhore, | 0%, 14
had arrived 4t their port; when they };eard the ftrange ac- of z Chron.
count of his deliverance; muft have become converts 10 W™/
the worthip of that God only; who, in this inftance, had
thewn himfelf able (¢) #o do whatever he pleafed in heaven,
“aid in the earth, in the fea, and in all the deep places. '
In the ftorm which St. Paul, in his voyage from Crete
10 Rome, underwent, an angel ftood by him one night,
and f{aid uato him, (r) Lo, God hath given thee all them
2hat fail with thee : And if, by the expreflion, we may un-
derftand the falvation of their fouls, as well as their bodies,
a fufficient reafon it was, for God’s permitting this diftrefs
to fall upon them, fince eventually it proved the cccafion of
their converfion. And, in like manner, if the fudden
ceafing of the ftorm upon Jonah's being caft forthinto the
fea (s), made fo ftrong an impreffion upon the mariners
that failed with him, how can we think, but tliat his mira-
culous efcape out of that mercilefs element (efpecially when
he came to recount the particularsof it) would make them
all profelytes to his religion? " And if we may {uppofe fur-
ther, that fome of the fhip’s crew accompanied him to
Nideveh, as knowing the purpofe of his errand thither, to
teftify to the people, that he was the fame man who was
in this manner delivered from the jaws of the deep, or
that the Ninevites came by their intelligence of this miracle
by fome other means; we have here a good reafon why
they attended to his meffage, and repented at his preaching ;
and confequently why God wrought this wonderful work
upon him; in order t0 give his predictions more weiglit and
authority.
_ Nay farther, we may fippofe, that, when the people of To ragni-
Nigeveh heard Jonah preaching abouit their fireets, and fy hisown
threatening their city with fo fuddes a deftruction, their 87"
curiofity would naturally lead them to enquire who that
perfon was, and by whofe authority it was that he #ook fe
- miuch upon him 2 And being informed, that he was of a na«
tion (#) which bad God more nigh unto them in all things,

exxxv. 6. (r) AQsxxxvil. 24: (s) Jonakii, 16, (#) Deut,iv. 7,8,
Vor. IV. L

{(p) Welly’s Geography of the New Teftament, partii; (¢) Pfal.

that
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that they called upon him for, and “bhad flatutes and judg-
ments mo-e pighteous than -any other people upon earth : 4
pation () to whom; (as the apoftle expreffes it) apper-
tained the adoption;. amz’ the glory, and the -covenant, and
the giving of .the lew, and “the fervice of God, and the
promifes : A nation ((x) whiéh the Lord bud taken from tke
midft of another nation, had brought out of Egypt, and fet-
led in Canaan, &y temptations, by figns, and by wonders,
and by war, and.by a mighty hand, and by a fretched-out
arm, and by great terrours 5 dnd that-he, in particular, was
a prophet of this great God who - bad made the heavéns
aid the carth, the fea, and allthat in them is, and who, for
his difobedience in refufing t0 come upon this errand, had
¢odfined him in the ‘deep for three days and- mghts, but
now, upon : kis humxhatron, had fer him free from his
gh'tftly prifon, and given him courage to fpeak with fo
much boldnefs : The people, 1 fay, who were informed of
all this, could not well fail of giving Ged the glory due un-
to Lis'name, for fending a prophet of his favourite nation,
and onc-of fo -diftinguifhed a chara&cr, to give them notice
of their Jmpendmg doom.
() [ wrokght for mynamc’s fake, (fays God, remem-
ering the wondercus things which he had done for the
Childferl of Ifvacel), I wrought jir my nanie’s fake, that it

Should not be pobhuted "among the heathen, among whom they

were, in whofe ﬁ{y‘/;z“] meade myfelf known unte them, in bring-
ing them out vf the land of Egppt : And therefore we may
well admit (as another meotive to his working this mlmcle)
the defire he had to raifc the fame of a nation he- had ta-
ken {o immedidtely under his €are, as well as 1o have the
glory of his own name magpified -among the Gentiles.
To ‘which we add that moft weighty-reafon of all, which
our blefled Saviourfuggefts : -(2) Au cviland adulterous ge-
neration feeketh after a fign, and there fhall no fign be giver
1o it, bt the /gzz of the j‘rapln Fonas: For-as j"a,:ax was
t/;’rc'e days and three nights -ine the whale’s belly, fo flall the
on - of ‘man be three day: and three nights in the feart -of
t/:e ciwrth. - 8o that the great deﬁgn of God s exhibiting, at
this nme, this miracle In the perfon of jonah, was fo con-
firm, in futwre ages, the greatr and fundamental article of-
our fzith, upon whieh he whole Tuperftru&ture of the

() Rom.ix. 4. (x) D=ut. iV, 34 (;)Ezek X2, 9,14.
(z) Matrh, siio 3,400 o
Chmfnan
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Chriftian religion depends, the refurrection of our Saviour A.M.
Chrift; and that whenever the reality of that fa&, as it is { chos.
related in the New Teftament, came to be called in que- 1003, e,
ftion, we might be furnifhed with a parallel inftance of the Kfmm
mishty power of God recorded in the Old. - - t‘é’fservlg’
Nor is it only in the facred records that we meet with of 2 Chron.

this hiftory of Jonah, but in the fables, related by feveral \~~v
Heathen authors both in wverfe and profe, we find evident The h’f}’jof:
footfteps 'and memorials of it. Hercules was the great o Jonih,
champion of thé Grecians, and his fame they were wont to in Heathen
adorn with all the remarkable exploits that they could in fables.
any nation hear of, It is not improbable therefore, (a)
that the adventure of his jumping down the throat of the
fea-dog, which Neptiine had fent to devour him, and there
conccalmg kimfelf for three days, without any manner of
hurt, fave the lofs of a few hairs, which came off by the
heat of the creature’s ftomjach, was founded upon fome

blind tradition which thefc people might have of what hap-

pened to Jonah. Nor can the known ﬁory of Arion,
thrown over-board by the feamen, but taken up by a dol-

phin, and carried fafe to Corinth, be juftly referred to any
other- original ;. fince, (#) befides fome refemblance in

their names; and no great difparity in the times wherein

they lived, (which are both circumitances that make for this
hypothelis), the fuppofed difference in their refpective call-

ings can be no manner of objetion €0 ir, (c) becaufe the

fame word in the Hebrew tongue fignifies both a prophet

and a syuficiah.  And therefore it is remarkable, - that as

Arion played the tune wherewith he charmed and allu-

red the fifth to fave him, before he jumped over-board ; {o

Jonah, when he found himfelf fafely landed, uttered, what

is called {d) a° prayer-indeed, but is, in rcaluy, a lofty hymn

in ‘tommemoration - of his great deliverance, as appears
by this fpecimen ¢ (¢) The waters compaffed- me about, e-

ven 1o the foul: the depth clofed me round ebout, and weeds

wére wrapped about my head. I went down to the botioms of

the mountains 5 the eartl, with ber bars, was'about ‘me for

wwery yet haft thou braug/)t up my life from z‘/;e pzz’ 0 Lord

sy G.,‘{'

{4) Lycophron vid, Grotius and Bochart (5) Huet. De-
:nontt. evang. propof. 4. De propheta Jona. (¢ Huetius ibid.
{d)toralii o, () Ibid.ver. 5, 6.

L2 CHAP.
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3003, €L,

' from . . . - .
1Kingsviii. From the Death of Uzziah, to the Death of Jsfab King
tothe end nY ‘Zf ?uda/] :

of 2 Chron, ) o I

The HisTory.

Zechariah HE interregnum 4, or vacancy in the throne Ifrael,
;‘}aﬁf;t;"i T which lafted for fwo and twenty years and upwards,
murthered  Occafioned fo general a confufion, that the people, atlength,
by Shallum, came to a refolution to place Zechariah, the fon of Jero-
how r?:‘“ boam, and the fourth + and faft of Jehu's line, upon the
bem.  throne. ~This happened in the eight and thirtieth year of
oo Uzziah king of Judah’; but as he proved a wicked prince,
and followed ‘the fteps of his anceftors, he did not live

long to enjoy the government: For at the end of fix

months, he was murthered by Shallum, who ufurped the
throne ; but enjoyed it no longer than one month. For
Menahem, general of the king’s forces, which were.then
befieging Tirzah, hearing of what Shallum had done, im-
mediately raifed the fiege, and marching direéily vo Sama-

fia, defeated and {lew Shallum ; and by the power and au-

thority of the army, placed himfelf upon the throne. - ]Not;

‘ ‘ ' ong

+ This interregnum fome chronologers make longer, and fome
thorter, according asthey fuppofe that Zechatiah reigned more
or lefs in conjun&ion with his father: Butthat there was mani-
feltly a vacancy in the throne of Ifrael for the time affigned, is
evident from hence :—That Jefoboam the Second, who began
to reign in the fifteenth year of Amaziah king of Judah, died
in the fifeenth year of Uzziah; and thathis fon Zechariah be-
gan not to reign till the eight and thirtieth year of the faid Uz-
ziah ; {o that there was plainlyall this interregnum ; but whence
it was accafioned, whether by foreign wars, _or rather by do-
meftic confufions, (as appearsby the unfortunate end of the fuc-
ceflors), we are no where told ; Patrick’s Coramentary.

t God had promifed Jehu, that for executing his will upon the
houfeof Ahab, he would continue the crown of Ifrael in his family
for four gneerations; and accordingly Jehoahaz, Joafh, Jeho-
ram, and Zechariah fucceeded him: But becaufe he did it, not
fo much in obedience to the divine command, as to fatisfy his am-
bitious views, and in a method of cruelty quite ahhorenttothe
' ' : divine
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long after this, he returned with his army to Tirzah 1 ; but A, Mltc
the inhabitants refufing to open the gates, he took the Ao it
place by frorm, and fo having fpoiled it, and laid all the 1003, etc.
country wafte as far as Tiphzah, he came, and fat down K‘_wm
before it : ‘But when the people of Tiphzah, in like man- tIO ‘t‘}‘lg”(‘:’d
ner; refufed to open their gates, and fubmit to him, with- of » Chron,

out diftintion of age or {ex, he put them all to the fword, =

divine nature, God cut his family fhort, as foon as he had fulfilled
his promife to him, and thereby accomplifhed the prophecy of
Hofea ; 1 awill avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the houfe of Febu,
and will caufe t1 ceafe the kingdom of the houfe of Ifracel,, chap. 1.
4. 5 ‘and perhaps it was in remembrance of this prophecy, as
well as of the promife which confined the kingdom in Jehu’s
family to four generations only, 2 Kings zv. 10. that Shallum
was encouraged to attempt the life of Zechariah ; Patrick’s
Commentary 5 and Pool’s Annotations. -
+ This is a place we find frequent mention of in the facred
records, becaufe it was a long time the regal city of the king-
dom of Ifrael, after that the ten tribes had revolted from -the
houfe of David. Jeroboam, who was the firlt king of Ifrael,
(though he dwelt for fome time in Shechem), in his latter days,
at leaft, refided here, as did all‘the other kings of Ifrael ; until
Omri,-having reigned fix years in Tirzah, built Samaria, and
- removed the:royal feat thither, where it continued until a final
period was put to that kingdom. Now the reafon which in-
duced the firft kings of Ifrael to make Tirzah the place of their
refidence, .mnay-be gathered from that expreﬂ‘xor; in Canticles,
Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzab, chap. vi. 4..which
certainly implies that Tirzah was a beautiful and pleafant city
to dwell in.  But how famous and beautiful a place {oever-this
city was, we-have no certain account of its fituation ; only it is
{uppofed by meft, that-as Jeroboam was of the tribe of Eph-
raim, he would be:naturally inclined to make choice of a place
within the compafs of his tribe for his royal city : And this opi-
nion is thoughs to receive fome confirmation from the word
-Ephraim’s being frequently ufed to denote the whole kingdom
of Ifrael, even becaufe.its capital city was {fituated in thattribe.
However this be, it is pretty plain, from the circumftances of
the ftory, that the Tiphzah where Menahem exercifed fo much
cruelty, was not the town of -that name which lay upon the
Fuphrates, mentioned in 1 Kingsiv. 21. as one of the bonn-
daries of Solomon’s dominion, but fome placenot far from Tir-
zah, and confequently, very probably in the tribe of Ephraim;
Well's Geagraph. of the Old Te/t, vol. iii. L

[EVRY

and,
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A.M. and, in thort, wasfo barbaroully cruel, -as to ¥ rip: up the
3001, € very women that were with child. oo
Aue, Chrift. Lo X . V-
1003, ew. Ful + king of Affyria, taking the advantage of thefe
from  diftrations, marched with an army, acd invaded the king-
aKingsviih gom of I{rael on the other fide of jordan, which lay near~
to thy' end - "
of2. Chron, €ft to Babylon : But Menahem by a prclentpf{urce thou-
——— {and talents of filver, which he raifed cut of the wealthieft
of his fubjelts, prevailed with him, not only to withdraw

als forces, but to recognife his title likewile to the crown

* Jofephus does not indeed make mention of this particnlar
inftance of his unrelenting cruelty ; but this he tells us, that
*¢ when he.had taken the town, he put all to the fword, with-
¢ ont fparing aman, wowan, or child ; and that he exercifed
¢ fuch mercilefs rigour and inhumanity towards his own coun-
“«frymen, as would have been unpardonable even to the worft
¢ of barbarians:” Butby thefe methods he thought, no doubt,
to terrfy the whole kingdem, fo thatnene might dare to with-
ftand hinv g Fewwi/b Antig. lib. 9. c. 1v.; and Patrick’s Comment,

+ This is the firlt time that we find any mention made of the
kingdom of Aflyria, fince the days of Nimrod, who erected 2
fmall principality there, Gen. x, 11.2and Pul, or Phul, is the
firft monurch of that nation who invaded: Ifrael, and began
their tranfportations out of their country, Some are of opinton,
that he was the fame with Belefis, the governour of Babylon,
who, together with Arbacesthe Mede, {lew Sardanapalus, the
faft of the Aflyrian monarchs, and tranflated the empire to the
Chaldeans. OQur excellent Patrick feems to beconfident in this,
But according to our learned Prideaux; Eclefis was one genera-
tion Jater ; and therefore it is fuppofed, that this Pul.was the
father of Sardanapnlus, who was called Sardsor with the asn-
nexion of his father’s name Puf, in the fame manner as Mero-
dach king of Babylon, was called Merodach-Baladan, becaufe
he was the fon of Baladan,. This Pul therefore was the fame
king of Affyria- who, when Jonah preached againlt Nizeveh,
gave great tokens of his humiliation and repentance. The only
difficnlty is, that hre feems to have marched his army from Ba~
bylon, and not from Nineveh, and yet his fon and fucceflor, we
find, lived at Nineveh : But.then it is fuggelted, thatas the kings
of Aflyria refided fometimes at Babyion, and {fometimes at Ni-
neveh, it is notcimprobable that Pul, to avoid the judgments
which Jonah threatened againft the latter, might remove to
Babylon, where he refided the remdining part of hisreign ; and
this made it {o convenient for him to attack the Ifraelites on the
other fide of Jordan; Prideaux’s Conneéton, A. %47 ; and Bed-
ford’s Scripture-chronclgy, lib. 6.

]
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of Mrael, before he left the kingdom ; which was ome 4. M.

A - g £ it f he 3001, ete
great reafon, that he held the quie pofieffion of it for the 31 onria
ipace of ten years, and in the Atteth year or Uzziah kingzcos, ete.
of Tuduk, died, and + was fucceeded in it by his fon Pe- !K,from

o o ings vill,,
kahiah. S ) . By to the end-

Pekahiah, however, did not reign above two years, of 2 Chror.
before he was murdered, in his royal palace, by Pekah, ‘wmed
the general of his army, who, in the laft year of Uzziah, IZIF:::Z‘;‘

N / . 1 aed~
ufurped the crown, and wore it for tweaty years, but not by Pe.
without much difquict and perplexity. For after that Tig- kahiah,whe

lath-P.ilcfc‘rAT, king of Aflyria, had feveral times invaded s murder-

. ed by Pe~

o - his o who

G . ‘is murder-

e . .ed by Ho-

+ T his{hews that Menahem was a man of great weiglt and con- fhea, under

~ . . . . whom the
fideration ; fince, notwithftanding all his violence and cruelty, he 1gaelinm

left the kingdom in his own family, which his two predeceffors kingiom

could not do. It is manifelt, however, that there was a fmall was de-
interregnum of about a year’s continuance, between his deathand g;‘l’gdﬂbv_
hisfon'sacceflion: Forhis fon did not begin toreign till the fiftieth ™
yearof Uzziah,and yethe muft have'beerr dead the year before, be-
caufe it is-faid of him, 2 Kings xv.that he began to reign in'the
thirty-ninth of Urzziah, and reigned but ten years, There was
therefore apparentlyan interregnum ; but what the occafion of it
was, itisnot fowell knoown ; though thereis roomrto fuppofe, that
it proceeded from the intereft of his fuccelor, who might raife a
- party tokeep him out 6fthethrone, as he did afterwards to deprive
bim both-of that and life. For (according to Jofephus ¢ he was
“¢ cut to pieces, with feveral of his friends about-him, at a public
<« feafl, by the treafonable praflice of Pekah, oneof his principal
*¢ officers, who, feizing uponthe government, reigned about twen-
¢ ty years, and leftit atlaR a difiicult queftion to determine, Whe-
¢ ther he aas prore remarkable for bis impiety towardrGod, or for
¢ pir injuflice torwards men ?” Jofeph. Antiq. lib.ix, ¢. 1f.; and

Bedford’s Scripture-chronology, kb, vi. ro

1+ Heis fuppofed by fume-to have been the fon and fucceflor of
Sardanapalus, whoreftored thekingdom of Aflyria, and poflefled
it, afterithad beendifinembered by Belefisand Arbaces ; but cur
learned Prideaux{who begins his excellent Connelfion'nf the biffory
of the Old and Neaw Tefament at this period) makes himto be the
fame with Arbaces, by Zlian called 75i/gamus, and by-Caltor, Ni-
nui Funior 3 who, together with Belefis, headed the confpiracy
againft Sardanapalus, und fixed his royal feat at Nineveh, the
ancient refidence of the Affyrian kings, as Belefis (who in Scrip-
tuire is ltkewife called Baladan, If, xxxix. 1.} did his at Babylon,
‘and
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A. M. His kingdom, taken his cities, ravaged the country, and
fx’Chﬁi" carried away great numbers of his fubjelts captive, I‘.Iofhca
3003, &c. T the fon of Llah murdered-him, (as he had done his pre-

from  deceffor), and after an interregnum of. nine years, thruft
:OK‘(’;E:VC‘XA himfelf into the throne; but it was not long .beforc he
of 2 Chron, found that his ufurpation was attended with many incum-
“~~/ brances. ' :

Salmanefer, who in the fourteenth year of Ahaz,
king of Judah, fucceeded his father Tiglath-Pilefer, in
the kingdom of Aflyria, invaded his country, and tha-
ving fubdued Samaria, made him promife to become his
vaflal, and to pay him an annual tribute. For fome
time Hothea fent his prefents, and his tribute-money,
.very punctually ; but having entered into a confederacy
with-So + king of Egypt, by his "affiftance he hoped to
be able to fhake off the Affyrian yoke ; and therefore with-
<D T
and there governed his new-ereéted empire for nineteen years;
Prideaux’s Conneltion, anxo 747, .

t After he had murdered his predeceflor Pekah, the eldersof
the land feem. to have taken the government into their own
hands; for he had not the pofleffion of the kingdom till the lat-
ter end of the twelfth year of Ahaz, 7. ¢, about nine years after
he had committed the fa&t, He came to the crown, it muft be
owned, in avery wicked manner, and yet his chara&er in Scrip-
ture is not {o vile as many of his predeceffors, 2 Kings xvii. .
For whereas the kings of Ifrael had hitherto maintained guards
upon the frontiers, to hinder their fubjefs from going to Je-
rufalem to worfhip, Hofhea took away thefe guards, and gave
free liberty to all to go, and pay their adorations where thelaw
Jiad direfted. And therefore, when Hezekiah invited all litaet
to come to his paffover, this prince permitted all that wouldte
go; and when, upon their return from that feltival, they de-
Atroyed all the monuments of idolatry that were found in the
kingdom of Samaria, inftead of forbidding them, he,. in all
probability, gave his confent toit; becaufle, without fome ta-
cit encouragement at lealt, they dusft not have ventured to do
it; Prideaux’s Conneltion, anno 529, , o

+ This So-with whom Hofhea entered into confederacy, is,
in profane authors, called Sabacos, that famous Ethiopian,
angntioned by Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus, who, in the
heginning of Hezekiah's reign, invaded Egypt, and. having
taken Boccharis, the king thereof, prifoner, had him,in great
‘cruelty, burnt alive, and then feized on his kingdom; Pri-
deaux’s Connedtion, anno 726,

drew
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drew his fubjeftion, and would pay no more tribute; A-M-&C »
whereupon Salmanefer + marched with an army againft i eprig.
him, and having fubdued all the country round, and a- 1003, &c.
mafled a * great quant'ty of rich prey, he came, and fat _from _
down before Samaria. The town held out for three !FIev
years ; but being at length compelled to furrender, Sal- of 2 Chron.
manefer quite demolithed it. He took Hofhea, and put him
in chains, and fhut him up in prifon all his days ; and

having 1 carried the people into captivity, and placed them

in the north parts of Afyria, and in the cities of the

Medes, he fent feveral colonies of his own fubjeéts from
Babylon, and other provinces, to replenith the land : But

being too few for this purpofe, and withal very wicked

and idolatrous people, the Divine Providence permitted

lions 4, and other wild beafts, to mulkiply upon them to

fuck

+ Salmanefer (who in Tobit i. 2. is called Enemeffar, and in
#ofea x. 14. Shalman) was the fon and fucceflour of Arbaces, or
Tiglath-Pilefer, and according to Jofephus, (who has quoted
a paflage from Menander), there is mention made of him, and
of his cenqueft over the land of Ifrael, in the hiftory of the
Tyrians; Fewifh Antiq, lib.ix. . 14.

* [n this expedition, among other rich thingswhich he took
and carried away, was the golden calf which Jeroboam had fet
up at Bethel, which, ever fince his time, had been worfhipped
by the ten tribes that had revolted with himfrem the houfe of
David, as the other golden calf, which he at that time fet up
at Dan, had been taken thence, about ten years before, by his
father Tiglath-Pilefer, when he invaded Galilee, the province
wherein that city ftood ; Prideaux’s Connection, anno 29,

t The policy of any prince, in tranfplanting a conquered
people into apother country, is to prevent their combining to-
gether, (which they cannot fo well do in a firange land, and
among a mixt multitude of different languages), in order to
thake off their uneafy yoke, and recover theirliberty ; Le Clerc’s
Commentary.

T Jofephus, in this part of the hiftory, takes the liberty to
alter the fenfe of the facred text+ For inftead of the incrwife of
lions, which deltroyed the people, he tells us, ¢ That they
¢ were vifited with a dreadful plague, fo that the place was, in
“ a manner, quite depopulated by it.” But allowing it to be
lHons, why {hould thefe new inhabitants be affliGed with thefe
- creatures for nof fearing the Lord, 2 Kings xvii, 25. when the
Ifraelites, who feared the Lord as little as they, were never in-
felted with any fuch thing ? The Ifraclites indeed were addided

Vor.iV. M te
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A.M. fuch a degree; that they were forced to make a reprefen-
3001, & tation thereof ar the Aflyrian court, viz: * That being
1003, &c. ‘¢ ignorant of the manner wherein they were to worihip

from ¢ the God of the country, they fuppofed that this ai-
1Ridgsvil ¢ fliction was fent upon them ; and therefore they humbly
of 2 Chron, ** prayed, that fome prieft of the Jewifh nation might be

U “ fentto inftruét them in that particular.” This accord-
A m’mge ingly was done : ‘But as thefe colon’ie’s' conﬁ&ed‘o.f a mix-
confufion of ttre  of different ‘nations and-provinces, they: joined the
religion in- worfhip of the true God with that of the-feveral idols
troduced  of the countries from whence they came; fo that one

12,3‘2; 1.might have feen the peopke who came from Baby-
rael, lon worthipping Succoth-Benoth +; the men of -Cu-
o o thath,

to idolatry ; but then they did not deny the divine power and
providence, only they imagined, cthat their idols were the intgr;
médiate caufes. whereby the bleffings of the fupreme God might
be conveyed to them; whereas thofe new comers believed the
jdols that they worfhipped to be true gods, and had no concep-
tions higher. They had no notion of one eternal, almighty, and
independent being. The God of Irael they took to be fuch an one
as their own, a topical god, whofe power and care exténded no
farther than to one particular nation, or people ; and therefore,
to redify their fentiments in this particular, hetookthis method:
to let them know, that all the beafts of the foreft were bis, and
that whenever he'is incenfed with a people, he wantsno inftru-
ments to execute his wrath ; the air, the earth, the elements,
and creatures of any kind, can avenge him, and punifh them;
Feawifb Antig. L. ix. c. 14.5 and Calmets Commentary. * '

+ Among the great variety of conjetures, it is difficult to tell
what we are properly to underftand by thefe abitrufe words,
The Jewifth do&ors will have them to fignify an ben and chickens ;
but for what'reafon, it is hardlyconceivable. Othersrather think
them that celeftial confteilation called Pleiades,” which the Ba-
bylonians, who were greatly addi&ed to aftronomy, might pof-
fibly worlhip; fome think them the nameof a city which the Ba-
bylonians built in Samaria; and others a particular HeityWhOm
they adored: But fince the words plainly import the fzberna-
cle of daughters, or young maidens, they may be molt properly
referred to thofe infamous places where all the young women
were obliged, once in their lives, to proftitute themfelvesto any -
that atked the favour, in honour of ths goddefs Mylitta, who,
in othernations, iscalled Penus. Herodotus, in Clio, lib. 1. gives
us an gccount of thisabominable cuftom at large, ‘and it is not
improbable, that thefe Babylonians might bring it along with
‘ o ‘ C o them
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thath +, praying to Nergal +; thofe of Ha}ma;h _"l', o‘f*r' M;k .
fewing up Afhimah t; the Awites t, adoring Nib- 3050 =2
s 132, 1003, &c.
them into the country of Satharia; Calmet’s Dictionary, under Kfir,?gv;;ih
‘the word; Selden, De diii Syriis fjntag. 2.c. 7.5 Voffius, De ido-10 the end
lolat. lib. 2. c. 2.; and Furieu, Hiftoire des dogmes, &c. part 4, of 2 Chron.
v.’8. SR i
- +.A province of Affyria, which (as fome fay) lies upon the
Araxes; but others rather think it to be the fame with Cuih,
which is faid by Mofes to bé encompafled by the river Gihon,
and oiul therefore be the fame with the country which the Greeks ‘
call Sufiana, and which, to this very day, is called by the inha-
bitants Chufeftan; Well's Geography of the Old Teftament, wol. iii.

+ The Rabbins, who are followed therein by fome other intér-
preters, think, that this deity is worfhipped under the fhape of
i woodcock ; but, as the word Ner fignifies a lamp, others (with
better reafon) have imagined, that the Cuthites, who were af-
terwards called Perfians, adored fire, and, in honour of the Sun,
(in the fame manner as the Perfians did), kept a perpetual fire
burning upon their altars; Calmet’s Diftionary, under the word ;
and Patrick’s Commesitary, ‘ ’

~+ There are fetreral cities and countries which go under this
name; but what we take liere to be meant, is that provinceof
Syria that liesupon the Orontes; wherein there was a city of the
fame name, which, when Salmanefer had taken, he removed
the inhabitants from thence into Samaria, at diftance enough
(s he thought) to prevent their raifing any frefh commotion ;
Calmet's Commentary, ‘ C .

+ Some of the Jewilh do&ors fay, that thig Syrian god was
worfhipped under the thape of an ape ; others of a lamb; others
of a goat; others of a fatyr; and others in the figure Wherein
the poets reprefent the god Pan. They who made an ape of
‘this idol-god, feem to have fome regard to the found of the
word Sima, which has an analogy te the Greek word Simia;
but the Hebrews, it is very well known, have another word to
denote an ape, which, together with the goat, -was properly
an Egyptian deity, The Syrians, howevery. adored the fun,
under the.appellation of Elab Gabelsh, from whence the Empe-
ror Heliogabulus (who -inftituted that worthip with: fo much
magnificence in"Rome) took his name ; ‘and therefore, as Afu-
man or Suman, in the Perfian language, ﬁgniﬁes Beaven, the
Syrians might from hence derive the:-name of their god, who
was reprefented ‘by a large ftone-pillar, terminating in a conic
‘or pyramidal figure, whereby they denoted fire; Calmet's Com-
ylem“ary, and Diftionary, under the word ; and Tenifon, OF Ido-

atry. ’ : RN

1 In Deut. ii. 23. weread of the Avitms; but then, in the

M3 {ame
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A.M. haz {, and.Tartak ; and thofe of Sephervaim +, profirate
300 e before Adramalech + and Anamalech ; and all this, going
1005, &c. ofr with the fervice of the God of Ifracl, made a firange

from  and unaccountable medley of religion.
1Kings viti, ] This
to the end :
of 2 Chron,

WY fame text we are told, that the Caphtorim (which is generally
underftood of the Philiftines) deftraved them, and lived in their
SfPead, long before thefe times ; nor does it appear, that the king
of Affyria ever had under his fubjeétion the places where thefe
people are faid to have lived. The moft probable opinion feems,
therefore, to be that which the learned Grotius has fuggefted,
by obferving, that there are a people in Ba&riana, mentioned
b¥y Ptolemy under the name of #vadiz, who might pofiibly be
thofe whom Salmanefer at this time tranfported into Paleftine;
Well’s Geography of the Old Teftament, wol. iii.

+ What thefe 1dols were, it is almoft impoflible totell. Our
learned Selden, though he thinks they were the fame idol un-
der different appellations, acknowledges himfelf unable to give
any account of them; for he quite overlooks the fancy of the
Rabbinical writers, who drefs up the former in the fhape of a
dog, and the latter in that of an afs; Patrick’s Commentary.
Jurien, in his Hiffoire des dogmes, &c. part 4, c. 10. has obferv-
ed, that as the word Nibhas or Nibchas, both in the Hebrew
and Chaldee, with a {mall variation, denotes guick, faif?, ra-
pid, &c. and Tartak, in the fame language, fignifies # charior,
thefe two idols may both together denominate the for2 mounted
on bis car, as the fi¢tions of the poets, and the notions of the
Heathen theologifts, were wont to reprefent that bright lumi-
nary. ,

1 Ptolemy .makes mention of a city called Zipphara, on the
banks of the river Euphrates, which the generality of interpre-
ters take to be this: But, as the facred hiftory tells us, that the
Ifraelites were tranflated into the cities of the Medes, and thefe
Medes, in all likelihood, were brought to fupply their places;
between Colchis and Media there are a people, whom Herodo-
tus calls.the Safpjres,. which may. be the fame with thefe that
the text calls the Sepharvaites ; Calmet’s Commentary.,

+ The former of thefe, according tothe Jewith doctors, was re-
prefented intheform of a mule, fome {fay a peacock; and the latter
inthe form of anhorfe, fome{aya pheafant: Butthe definition of
the words, as well as the facrifices that were madeto them, quite

.deftroys thefe idle fancies, Moloch, Milcom, and Melect, in the
languages of different nations, doall fignify « é7g, and are put for
the Sun, which iscalled the King, asthemoon is the Queen, of hea-
ven: And therefore theaddition of 44dirto the one, which denotes
powerful, and of Axuna to the other, which fignifies o an/wer,

means
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This was the end of the Ifraclitith kingdom, after it had: A M.
fubfited above two hundred and fifty-fix years, and the %.m;’(:hriﬁ.
beginning of that mungrel people which went afterwards 1oc;, &c. -
under the name of Samaritan. . Among the captive If- !Kf]“;"; i
raclites that were carried away by Salmanefer, + we have | the end
an of 2 Chron.

e e’

means no wore than the mighty oc the oracular Moloch ; as the
children which were offered to him in facrifice fhew, that he was
the fame with the Moloch of the Ammonites, or the Saturn of the
Pheenicians ; Calwmiet's and Patrick’s Commentaries.

+ This account we have here inferted in the facred hiftory, not
that we look upon the book of Tobit as canonical, (for that the Jews
and ancieat Chriftians never held it to be, though the church of
Rome, by a decree of the council of Trent, thought fit to receive it
as fuch), but purely becayfe it has been allowed, by the generality
of the Chriltian fathers,tobe a true hiftory of this particalar family;
a good exemplar of charity and beneficence, and an excellent pattern
of paternal care and filial obedience. The book itfelf is fuppoled to
have been wrote, the former part of it by Tobit, and the latter by
his fon ; at leall it-is thought, that they left behind them memoirs
of their family, and fuch materials as a latter author, who lived ve-
1y likely either in or after the captivity, (becaufe the words Raphacl,
Gabriel, and Michael are allowed to be Babylonifth}, might compile
and digell into proper order, Ft is not doubted, but that the originak
of this book was either in Hebrew or Chaldee. St. Jerom, having
met with a Chaldee copy of it, did net queftion but that he had got
the original, and accordingly employed 2 man that was perfedtly
well fkilled ia that language to render it into Hebrew, whillt him-
felf tranflated it into Latin; and this is the verfion that the church
of Rome chiefly elteems. Before this verfion there was another,
(which is reckoned the moft ancient) done into Greek ; but who the
author of it was, or from what language he tranflated it, we have
but {mall foundation for conje@ure; though fome have been apt fo
think, that it came from the fame fountain from whence St. Jerom
had his, but that the tranﬂqtbr had takeo fuchv:fré‘edoms with the
text, as obliged bim to re-tranflate it. The Latin tranflation, which
was in ufe before St. Jerom’s appeared, feems to bave been taken
from the Greek, thoughin many places it varies from ir, by abrid.
ging fometimes, and fometimes amplifying, *he rarration, The
Hebrew copies, publifhed by Fagius and Munfter, are nothing but
tranflations (and thofe very modera ones) from the Greek or Latin
verfions, though, in many places of the book, they take the free-
dom to vary from them, That of munfter is fuppofed to have

been
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A.M. an account of Tobit, of the tribe of Naphtali, () who
ﬁ’bﬁgh_ married one Anna; a woman of the fame tribe, and by
100’3-, &c. her had “b’ut one fon, whofe name was Tobias + That, du-

from'  ring hiscaptivity, he was advaneed to be purveyortoKing
:F e nd Salmanefer 5 and, in that capacity, had-liberty t6 go where
of 2 Chron, he pleafed ; which gdve him an opportunity of vifiting his
T“"'V‘“‘he Hory brethren; and doing -them all good offices, of fuppl)_rmg
of Tobit. their wants, ahd lending them money upon any occafion,
and Tobias as he did to one Gabriel, a‘kinfman of his, who lived at

abridged.  Rages in Media; to thefum of ten talents, for which he

been dobe: by himfelf, and that of Fagius by the Jews of Conltanti-
rople in the year 1517, and has {o near a conformity to the Greek,
that no manver of doubt is to be made of its being defcended from
.theace, Thefé dre the {everal verfionsthat_we have of this book of
Tobit, which, as it was not feceived into the canon of” the Jews,
was ot therefore admitted into that of the ancient Chriftian authors,
who confined themfelves to thofe books which the Jews acknowled-
ged 1o be canonical. It is certain, that neither jofephus; nor Philo,
nor any of the ancient Jewifh writers, make any mention of that
copy which St. Jerom tock fo much pains about, nor do they regi-
fler it among their facred books. Fayins pretends, that this book of
Tobit does not coatain a true hiftory, but a pious fiction only, where-
in, under borrowed names, the charallers of a father and a fon
truly ‘piéus are fét forth ; and our learned Prideaux feems to go far-
ther, when he tellsus. *¢ That there are fome matters in it, which
¢ are potfo reconcileable to a rational credibility, which Jook indeéd
<< more like thie fidtions of Homer than the writings of a faered bi-
¢ ftoridn, and-gives fuch ao obje@ion again{t the book as does not
¢« lie 4gainft any other.” Bur, notwithitanding thefe allegatioss,
we may be aflured, that the Jews had all along a great regard for
this bock. Origen; io his Epiftle to Africasus, tells us; that the
ancient Chriftians read it, though they placed it 2mong their apo-
cryphal writings. St. Jerom acknowledges, that though they did not
veceive it into their canon, yet they admitted it among their Hagio-
grapba.  Grotius owns, that they read ‘this book, and looked upon
it as a true hiftory ; and our own Prideaux confefles, that << it is of
*¢great ufe to reprefent to us the duties of charity and patience, in
¢ the example of Tobit’s ready helpin§ his brethren in their diltrefs,
¢ to the utmoft of his power ; and his bearing, with a pious fub-
-miffion, the calamities of his captivity, poverty, and blindnefs,
¢« as long as they were infliGed on him:” Calmer’s preface fur le
fivre de Tobie 5 and Prideaux’s Conne@ion, anne 612. ‘
- (@) Tobit. 1.

-

-

€

took
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took his note: That by a revolution of fortune, himfelf A M.
being reduced to a low condition, deprived of his eye-fight, 370 Z&
and now advanced in years, he ordered his fon 1o go to ,003',”:.3 ’
Rages, to fetch the money he had left in his kinfman’s' fom *
hand ; and becaufe it was proper to have a companion in t‘;"t*'}l’cgse::"
fo long a journey, he hired a young man (as he thought) ;7 , Caron.
to be his guide, but who afterwards proved to be the an- ———
gel Raphael : That coming to their inn one night upon

the banks of the Tigris, Tobias went into the river to wath

his feet, when a large fifh made at him, as though it would

devour him ; but the angel encouraged him to lay hold on

it, and draw it to the fthore, and then bade¢ him open it,and

take. out the heart, the gall, and the liver ; for that the

heart and liver, when burnt, would drive away evil {pirits,

and the gall was an excellent remedy for all impediments

in the fight : That when they came to Ecbatana, they went

to one Raguel, a near relation of Tobit’s, who had an on-

ly daughter, named Sara, but her misfortune was to be
haunted by a demon, who had flain her feven hufbands
fucceflively, the very firft night they went to bed to her:

That notwithftanding this, by the perfuafion of the angel,

Tobias was induced to marry her, and by following his ad--

vice how he and his wife were to conduét themfelves after
marriage, and in what manner they were to fumigate the

room by burning the liver of the fith, came off fafe, to the

great joy of the whole family: That having received the

money at Rages, he returned with his wife to his parents

at Nineveh ; and, upon his return, cured his father of his
blindnefs, by rubbing his eyes with the fih’s gall, which
brought away a kind of white film thatobfiructed his fight:

That after this recovery of his fight, Tobit lived about for-

ty years ; but having all along charged his fon (as foon as

he and his wife were dead) to leave Nineveh, becaufe the
wickednefs of the people, he was fure, would bring upon

it the judgment which Jonah had denounced, Tobias (as

foon as he had done his laft duty to his parents) left the

place, and, with his wife and family, returned to Ecbatana,

where he found his father and mother-in-law healthy,

though now grown old. Upon their death he fucceeded

to their eftate ; and, after he had lived to the age of four-

fecore and nineteen, died in peace, and was buried by his
children. But it is time now to look back upon the affairs

of the kingdom of Judah.

Jotham,
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A.M Jotham, the fon of Uzziah king of Judah, was five and
Xj’tﬁ’cé‘ﬁhstwenty years old when he began to reign; though, as vice-
758, &, roy to his father, he had the whole adminiftration in his

fom  hands for fome years before. He (4) was a prince  famous
1K‘“55 Vii-for all excellent qualities and virtues ; a man exemplary for

o the end . ~ e e . c
of 2Chron, i reverence to God, his juftice to men, and his care for
Mthe commonwealth. He made it his bufinefs to fet imd
zoodand  Kkeep things in order; to redtify whatever he found amifs;
profperous and, in matters of religion, would have made a thorough
seign, over reformation, but that his people were extremely wicked,
Jedabe and obftructed his defigns. He took care, notwithftand-
ing, ‘to repair the temple ; to rebuilt the High-gate which
led from his palace ; and (to fecure himfelf againft hoftile
invafions) raifed feveral fiructures, both in the mountains

and forefts, for the fervice and ftrength of the kingdom.
The Moabites however, though they had been formerly
conquered by David, and made tributary to the crown of
Judah, were now become fo powerful, that they invaded
Jotham ; but he, with a good body of men, foon drove
them out of his country, and impoted on them a tribute
of an hundred talents of filver, ten thoufand meafures of
wheat, and as many of barley, to be pzaid him yearly. For
three years they continued to pay it ; but when Rezin king
of Syria, and Pckah king of Ifrael, entered into a confe-
deracy againft Judah, they took this opportunity of revolt-
ing ; and Jotham indeed had his hands too full ever to at-
tempt to reduce them. He however died in peace, before
th¢ preparations for war that were making againft him,

* () Jofephus’s Jewith Antiquities, b. ix. c. 1t.
+ Solomon Jarchi here obferves, that all the kings of Judah had
- fome crime or other laid 1o their charge, except this jotham: That
David himfelf finned grievoully in the matter of Uriah ; that Solo-
mon by his wives was drawn into idolatry ; that Rehoboam forfook
the law of the Lord, and Abijah walked in his fteps ; that Afa fent
the treafures of the temple to the king of Syria,'and put the prophet
in the ftocks; that Jehofhaphat entered into fociety with the idola-
trous; and fo he goes on with all the reft : But in Jotham, fays
he, there is no fault found, (which in an age of general corruption,
is pretty wonderful), unlefs we may fuppofe, that the people’s facri-
Seing and barning incenfe flill on hbigh-places, 2 Kings xv. 35.
(which he, by his authority, might have removed), be imputable to

him as a faule ; Patrick’s Commentary.

ook
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took effeét: And being buried in the royal fepulchre of his 4. M.
anceftors, left. his fon Ahaz (who was then ‘about twen- ;fi))(fxt:i.
1y years of age, but much depenecr u::t from his father’s 758, eie.
piety) under a feartul apprdlen iion of the apoproaching war,  tom

The defign .of the two conﬂdwune kings, upon tiking IOK‘EL et
of Jcrufalcm, was to have extirpazed the' \mo"- houfe Of of 2 Chyon.
David, and fet up a new king over Judan, the fon of Ta- Ao
beal +; but as God’s defign was only to pun'ﬂl Abaz, and 5
not to cut off the whole family of David his tervant, he trouble-
fent the prophet Ifaiah to .encourage him in the defeace TM reign.
of the city, and (to affure him, that they fhould not fug- ;. ,‘;:,\J‘U) e
ceed in their attempt) he gave him twa figns, the one to be fateq o,
dccomphihed {peedily, and the qther at 1ome diftance of
time, . The former was, .(¢) that the fon which the pro-
phet then had by his wife, thould noc be of age to difcern
between good.and evil, before both thefe kings fhould be
cut off from the land. The other was, that a virgin (J)
thould conceive, and bear a fon, who thould be called
Emanuel, fo that he might reft himfelf fatisfied ; becaufle
the .deftruction. of the houfe of David could in no cale
happen,, until the Meffiah fhould be born, in this miracu-
tous manner, of a virgin defcended from that family : And.
accordingly-the two kings finding themiclves not.able to,
carry the town fo foon as they expected, raifed the ficge, |
and returned home,

This deliverance, however, made no other mvprefﬁou‘—‘s idola-
upon Ahaz, than that inftead of being reformed, be grew (2% "
more wicked and obduratc in his fins, For he notonly vefioss of
fet up the worfhip of the goldea calves, (for which he bis sing-
had not the fame politic reafon. that the: Linés of Higel 405
had), but made molten images likewife for ali the inferiour
gods of the Heathens. To thefe L = facrificed, and burnt
incenfe in the high places; and -on the hills; and under eve-
ry green tree. - MNay, (and to add co all his othsimpietics),

+ Who this perfen wes, it is no where fuid'in Scrip'ure ; but he
feems to have been fume potent and fa&ious ch, whis having re-
volted from Bis'muficr the King of Judah, cacitedsand litr=d up
this war againtt bim, oot of an ambhinons aim of plukiog hun down
from the thirore, and xcmmng in lus ftead ; Przdmu\'r Conneltion,
anno ' 47. o :

{cj {fatah viil. 4 - (d) 1bid., vL. r4

£

Vor. 1V, N - made
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A. M. made his {ons pafs through the fire to Moloch *, in the val-
3A246’C‘gff.' ley of the fons of Hinnom t ; for which provocations the
nr. Chrift .
758, ete.  Lord brought upor him the fame confederate army, the
from year following. * This, dividing itfelf into three bodies, the,
1K vl firft under Rezin king of Syria, the fecond under Pekah
of 2 C.ron. king of Ifrael, and the third under Zichri, a mighty man of
~—~— Ephraim, invaded his kingdom in three different parts, at

the fame time.

* Taterpreters, are agreed, that zAis pafing though the fire was
performed, either by caufing the child to pafs between twa fires
made near one another, by way of its confecration to the fervice of
Molach, or by putting it in the body of the ido! made of brafs, and
heated extremely hot, fo that it was immediately burnt to death,
But then, to abate the horroor of the crime, fome are of opinion,
that Ahaz made his fons pafls through the fire, in the former fenfe
only, and that becanfe we find Hezekiah furvive, and fucceed him
in the throne, aod another of his fons, viz. Maafeiah, flain by
Zichari, at his taking of Jerufulem, but this does not hinder Ahaz
from having other foms, not meationed in the hiftory, whom he
might make facrifices to Moloch. ' The Scripture fays exprefsly,
that e made his fons to pafs through the fire, according to the aba.
minations of the Heathen,whom the Lord caft out before thechildren
of Ifrael, 2 Kings xvi. 3, Now, it is inconteltably true, that the
ancient inhabitants of the land of Ifracl did frequently imitate thg
Heatheos in thefs barbarities: They offered their fons and their daugh-
ters unto devils, and defiled the land withinnocent blaod, which they
offered unto the z'da/r of Ca;;aan, Pial. cvi. 36. Vid, Ezek. xvi.
20, 21, and xxiil. 37, 39. And therefore it is reafonable to think
that he did the {fame, and thar this is recorded ag+inft him as an ag-
gravation of his other crimes; Pazrick’s and Calniet's Commentaries.

+ Hinnom, in all proba.biliry, was fome eminent perfon io an-
cient times, to whom tuis valley belonged, and to whofe poflerity it
defcended, and is therefore {ometimes called the valley of the chil-
dren of Hinnom. It was a famous plot of ground on the ealt fide
of Jerufalem, and fo delightfully thaded, that it invited the people to
make it a place of idolatrous worfhip, whereby it beczme infamous,
and was at lalt ruroed into a public dunghil, orreceptacle where alf

“the filth and excrements of the city were brought and barat ;ﬁ for
which purpofe, there was a perpetual fire kepr, which made it a
kiad of image or reprefentarion of hell 5 Parrick’s Commentary on

Rezin
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Rezin took Elah +, out of which he drove the Jews,
ar'xd fertled the Edomites in it ; and, having loaded his army
with {poils, and raken a vaft number of captives, returned
to Damafcys. Pekah, with his army, marched direcly
againft Ahaz, and gave him 4 terrible overthrow, wherein
be deftroyed no lefs than an hundred and twenty thoufand
of his men : And Zichri, taking advantage of this victory,
marched to ]erufalem; ‘anid, having taken the royal city,
flew Maafeiah the king’s fon, and all the great men of the
kingdom, whom he found there. After this, both thefe
armies of Ifracl, in their rfeturn, carried with them vaft

Apoils, and above two hundred thoufand captives, whom

they intended to have fold for flaves; but, as theyapproach-
ed Bamaria, the prophet Oded, with the principal inhabi-
tants of the city, came out to meet them, and, after proper
remonftrances of their cruelty to their brethren, prevailed
with them, not only to releafe the prifoners, but to let them
likewife be clothed and relieved out of the fpoils they had

#aken; and fo fent back to their own houfes.

Thekingdom of Judah was no fooner delivered from thefe
enemies, but it was invaded by others, who treated it with
the fame cruelty : For the Edomites to the fouth, and the

"Philiftines to the weft, {eized on thofe parts which lay con-

‘mifchief they could to the reft.

tiguous to them; and, by ravages and inroads, did all the

\

+ Elah, or Elani, (as we tovk notice Eefore), wis a famous port
on the Red-fea, which David, in his conqueft of the kingdom of

‘Edom, took, and there eftablitheda great trade to divers parts of the

world. In the reign of Jehoram the fon of Jeliothaphat, the Edo-
mites recovered their liberty, and became fole niafters of this clty;
until the time that Uzzizh recovered it to the dominion of Judah,
2 Kings xiv. 22;; but, in the Teign of Ahaz, the Syrians retook
it, and reltored it to the Edoinites, and why they chole to do this,
rather than keep fo advantageous a place in their own poffeffion, we
may learn from what we read of the Edomites, 2 Chron, xxviil, 17.
iz, that they invaded Judah, as auxiliaries to the King of Syiia,
much about the time that he was engaged in war wish that kingdom
and therefore it is no wonder, that he fhould give up a place which
lay at too great a diftance for him to keep, to the Edomites, whofe
originally it was, and who made perhaps the reftitation of it one ar=
ticle of their confederacy with him; Patrick’s and LeClerc’s Com-

mieniaries.
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A. M. Being reduced to thislow condition, and feeing no other
:;&233’-6;1C::;f remedy left to his affairs, Ahaz fent an ambaflyto Tiglath-
758, &, Pilefer king of Aflyria, wi