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From the beaz‘% of Korah, to the Ifraelites Entrance, into
Canaan., In all 38 Years.
The HisToR v,

FTER the eftablithment of the high-prieft’s of- A. .
, fice in Aaron, and his family, the lfraelites mo- e &c.

ved about, from place to place, in the deferts of | 4’§tgcgrc'ﬁ‘
Arabia, but chiefly about the mountains of Idum®a, un- from Numb,
til God, * by fhortening the period of human life, hadxiil. to'th
taken away almoft all that generation, (a) of whom he haderd of Dev-

teronomy.
fworn in bis wrath (as the Plalmift exprefles it) that they

The 1frael-
ites fojoum-
* After the many judgments aind calamities fent upon. Ifrael, ing in the

by reafon of their rebellions againft God, Mofes perceiving the wildernefs.
divine threatenings to be daily accompllfhed by the frequent
deaths of thofe who came out of Egypt; and whofe carcafes
were 1o fall in the wildernef;, compofed the ninetieth pfalm,
wherein he mentions the redu@ion of human life to the term
of years whercin it has ever fince flopped, and makes feveral
wholefome reflettions thereupon : The days of our age are three-
Jeere years and ten ; and though men be fo flrong, that they come
0fozufco/e)m; S, yet is t/aezrﬁrmgt/z tben but labour and forrow;
[+ foon pafleth it away, and aie are gone. O teach us theref ore
to number cur days, that ae may apply eur kearts unto awifdom !
ver, 10, 12.
{a} PLd xev. 11
A2 Sheuld



% The Hiftory of the BIBLE, Book 1V,
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2( -:\ M Jhould not enter into his ‘reff. And indeed good reafon hac

,{mf’c'g;'f'he to be angry with them, fince, during the remainder of

1489, erc. their perggrination, they were guilty of many more mur-

i"’f{h Numhb-muri'ngs aad idolatries, than Mofes has thought proper to

et of Doncrecords which are neverthelefs mentioned, with no fmall

isonemy.  16Verity, (&) by other infpired writers.

Ao 7 s the time however for” theirentrance into the Holy

G« hvag- .

iacwith the 130d now drew near, from Ezion Geber they advanced

King of  towards Kadefh'in the wildernefs of Sin, defigning very pro-

Arad. bably to enter the country through thofe narrow paffages,
which, at that time, were called the ways of the fpies;
but (¢) they were repulfed by the King of Arad, who, co-
ming out againft them with a firong force, flew a confider
able number, and took from them much booty. In their
fecond attempt however they fucceeded better ; for they de-
feated the King’s army, facked fome of his towns, and
vowing at.another opportunity (+ which happened in the
time of (d) Jothua) the utter deftrution of the whole na-
tion, they took their rout for the prefent another way,

and fo arrived again at Kadefh.

(%) Vid. Aros v. 26.; Ezek. and Pfal. paflim; Ads vit.
43. (¢)Numb. xxi, 1, 11.

+ The Jews have atradition, founded on an exprefs text ir.
Deuteronomy, chap. zx. 1o, &c.), that the Ifraelites were
obliged to fend an herald to offer peace in their name, toe-
very city and people, before they attempted to conquer them
bw the fword ; that, in cafe they accepted it, they only be-
eame tribataries to them ; but if they refufed their offer, they
were then to be vowed to deftru&ion. Maimonides has taken
great pains to prove, that all thofe nations which werecut off by
the Ifraelites, owed their deftruion to their chufing to try the
fortune of war, rather than accept of peace upon fuch terms.
T here is one obje&ion, however, that feems to ftand a little in
his way, and that is, the {tratagem which the Gibeonites
made ufe of to obtain peace from Ifrzel, which would have
been needlefs, had the latter been ebliged to offer it before

_they began to any holtilities: Bot to this the learned
Rabbi anfwers, That the reafon of the Gibeonites policy
was, that they had, in common with their neighbours, refufed
the firlt offer of peace, and were confequently doomed to the
fame fate with them ; and that, for the prevention of this,
their ambaffadors feigned themfelves to come from a country
vailly diftant from any of the other feven, and by that means
obtained the defired peace 5 Dlaimon, ap. Cancurr; ot Bafnag.
fiep, Heb tomu, 1.1ib. 2. ¢, 20.

{4) Toth. xxii, 14.

Here



Ch. lIL. from the Ifraelites departure from Egypt, &c. ¢

Here it was that Miriam, the fifter of Mofes and Aaron, A-M.
(¥ who was older than either of them), in the hundred 25;52:‘}?‘;;};(
and thirty~third year of her age died, was buried with j480 &,
great pomp, and by the Ifraclites lamented for the fpace of from Num.
4 whole month, Here it was, that the people fell again :r‘;ld“ofnr,;:lc.
into their old way of mwrmuring for want of water, which teronomy.
God ordered Mofes to fupply, by fpeaking only to a cer- ——nr
tain rock ; but fome way or other, he, deviating from his of Mirigm,
inftructions, either through impatience, or diffidence, of- Motes’s of-
fended God to fuch a degree, as to deferve a denunciation, f,i';fg; :“d
that neither he, nor his brother Aaron (who feems to have geqp,
been equally in the offence) fhould be permitted to enter
into Canaan. Hence likewife it was, that Mofes fent an
embafly to the king of Edom, defiring a free paflage
through his country, and promifing to commit no hoftilr-
ties, nor give the leaft moleftation to any of his fubjedts.
But the haughty Edomite was {o far from granting his re-
queft, that he came out with a ftrong army to oppofe him;
which Mofes, no doubt, would have refented as the thing
deferved, had not God (whom he confulted upon this oc-
cafion) ordered him for the prefent, not to engage with
the Edomites: So that, decamping from Kadefh, he came
to mount Hor, not far from the barders of Edom, where
God gave Aaron notice of his approaching death, and nét
long after, commanded Mofes to take him, and Eleazar his
-fon, {(who was to fucceed him in the officé of the high-
prieft), to the top of the mount, and there to firip Aaron
of his facerdotal robes, and putthem upon his fon ; which,

* Miriam was elder than either Aaran or Mofes, Mofes was
the youngeft: And when he was born, the might probably be
about twelve years of age, becaufe when he was expofed upon
the banks of the river Nile, fhe, we find, had addrefs eriough
to offer her fervice to Pharaoh’s daughter, to go and fetch her
a nurfe, which can hardly be fuppofed of one younger. Some
of the ancient fathers are of opinion, thatfhe died a virgin,and
was the legiflatrix or governefs of the Jewifh women, as Mo-
fes was of the men ; but the more probable opinion is, that fhe
was married to Hur, a man of chief note in the tribe of Judah,
and on feveral occafions a perfon of great confidence with Mo-
fes; but it does not appear that fhe had any children by him.
She was buried, as Jofephus tells us, with great folemnity, at
the charge of the public, and her fepulchre (as Eufebius re-
ports) was extant in his time at Kadefh, not far diftant from
the city Pertea, the metropolis of Arabia Petrea; Univerfal
Hiftory, l. 1. 0. 7.y and Calmet’s Diftionary.

i
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i The Hiftory of the BIBLE,  Book IV.

A M V&;hét; becs had done, Aaron | died on the‘top of mount:
251:15’&;1 Hor, being 3n hundred and twenty thyee years old ; and
1489, &, when the people underitood that he was dead, * thcy be-

from Num. wailed him thirty days.

xviii. to the ‘ . .
end of Deu- As
wronomy. | The mount Hor was on the coaft of the land of Edom tos

wards the eafl,in fome part of that tract; which was afterwards
denoted by the mount Seir. In Deuteronomyu 12, weare told
expréfsly, thatthe Honms dwelt in Setr before-time ; and ac--
cordingly we read, Gen. xiv. 6, that Chedorlaomer; king of E-
Yam, with his ,confedérates, frnote the Horites i their mount
Serr.. Now it feems very probable, that as places at firlt were
ivont to taketheirnames from their inhabitants, both this place,
and the people might derive their hames from one Hor, whom -
they defeended from, and who, inthe early ages of the world,
inhabited this country ; and thattho’, in procefs of time, the name
of mouint Seii came tobe ufed to denote thie fame trad, vet the

old nime of mount Hor was preferved in thut part oflt, where
ftood the mountainhere fo called by Mofes, d1id on which Aa-
ron died. There feems to be however no fmall difficulty in re-’
concxlmg this paffagein Numb. xx. 23.—28. with what we read
in Deut. x. 6, That the children of Ifme/ tock their journey from
Beeroth, of the childrenof Faakan, to Mofera: There Aaron died,
ond ibere ke was burwd So that Mofes feems to have forgot:
himfelf, when in one plage he tells us, that his brother Aaror
was buried on mount. Hor, and in another in Mofera, To re-
concilethis, fome have fuppofed, that mount Hor was {o near to
Mofera, where the Ifraelites had theirencampment when Aaron .
died, that either place might, with propriety enough, be called .
the place of Lis death and his-interment. It feems, however,
from the aeccount which we have of their encampments, in Num.,
xxxiil, very plain, that mount Hor and Mofera weretwo dilliné
places; ana therefore others have maintained; that the fisux
and feventh verfes in the renth chapter of Deuteronomy, inthe
tommon Hebrew text, have been extremely.corrupted by the
ignorance of forme tranfcribers, becaufe the Hebrew Samaritan;
or old Heorew text, makes the account, in Deut, x. 6, 7. exad-
ly agree with the order of the cicampmeants, mentioned in
Numb. xxxiil. 32, 38. and there it is faid, that Aaron died,
and was buried in mount Hor; Vi’ Gesgraply of the Old
Teflament, vol, 2. ‘ .

*The author of Ecclefialticus, having given us a 10:13' com-
mendation of Aaron, and his \elhﬂcnh, comes at fafl o tell
us, that ¢ Ged chole him out of il meniiving, to ofler facrifi-
¢ ces to the Lord; incenle, and o fwect favour, for a memorial,
¢ and to-makereconciitation for his peopic; Lh..h he gave unto
¢ him the commandments and auth mxt) i he lhrmescﬁudm
*“ ments, that hefhould teack Jucob therztimonles, aulinforn
e livack

»



Chap. TL from the I{raelites departure from Egypt, Te. ¢

As foon as the days of mourning were over, they re- 7";“- hsj-'c
moved, and encamped at Zalmanah, which tock its name 72\ arer.
from the image of the ferpent, which Mofes caufed to be 148, «c.
fet up their. For the Hraelities, being tired with the from Num.
length of their journey, the narrownels of their pafles, Tr)" (9%
and the barrennefs of the country, began to relapfe intoerorouny.
their old humour of murmuring and repining, which Pro- S Yiaren
voked God to fend great * {warms of fiery ferpents among ierpent fec

them ; vp.

¢¢ Tfrael in the laws ; that ftrangers confpired tog‘ether againft
< him, and maiigned him in the wildernefs—this the Lord
¢ faw, and it difpleated him, and, in his wrathﬁ_ll indignation,
¢ they were ccnfumed :—But he made Aaron more honour-
«¢ able, and gave him an heritage, and divided unto him the
¢ firft fruits of the increafe ; fo that he did eat the facrifices
¢«¢ of the Lord, which he gave unto him and to his feed,” &,
- He died in the arms of Mofes his brother, and Eleazar his {on,
and fucceflor in the high-priefthood. They buried him in fome
cave belonging to mount Hor, and kept the place of his in-
terment from the knowledge of the Iraelites, perhaps from an
apprehenfion, that, in after-ages, they might pay fomne fuper-
ftitious worfhip to him ; or rather, that the Arabiais, among
whom they then dwelt, might not at any time take it in therwr
heads to violate the fandity of his grave; Ecc/uf. xlv. 13, &r.
"* Some authors are of opinion, that thefe ferpents were on-
1y little worms, which bred in the fkin, and were of {o veno-
mous a nature, that they immediately poifoned thefe whe
were infected by them. But it is evident, that not only the ori-
ginal words, Necafhim Seraphin, {ignify a burning or winged
Jferpent, but that thefe creatures are very common both in E-
gypt and Arabia, infomuch that there would be no living
in thofe countries, if thefe ferpents had not by providence
been debarred from multiplying, as other ferpents do, Fer
the Arabians tell us, that after they have coupled together,
the female never fails to kill the male, and that her young
ones kill her, as foon as they are hatched. Herodotus, who
had feen feveral of thefe ferpents, tells us, that they wvery
much refemble thofe which the Greeks and Latins call Hydrr:
and Bochart has quoted a great number both of ancient and
modern authors to prove, that they really are. the Hydre,
They are but fhort, are fpotted with divers colours, and have
wings like thofe of 4 Bat, "The Ibisis their mortal enemy:
And Herodotus tells us, that at Butos in Egype, he had feen
a valt quantity of their fkeletons, whofe fleth thele birds had
devoured. They love fweet fmells, frequent fuch trees as bear
fpices, and the ‘marlhes, where the aromatic reed (or caffia)
grows; and therefore, when the Arabians ge to gather the

E
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é The Hiftory of the BIBL E, Book 1V.

A. M. them; but after the death of feveral, and upon the hu-
2515 ¢ miliation of the reft, he commanded Motes to caft a * bra-
Ant, Chrif. ¢ ]

1489, exc. ZED ferpent, of the fame fize and figure with thofe that
from Num. infefted them, and to fix it upon a pole, fituate on fome
::gu{.)ft%?&fcmincnt ground, that as many as were bitten by the living
teronomy. icTpents, might look up to the brazen one, and be healed.
~———"Which accordingly was done, and had its intended mira-

culous effe&.

"The Trezel. _ Several were the marches and encampments which the
ites over- lraclites, without committing the leaft hoftilities, made
come Sihon between the countries of Moab and Ammon, till they came
and O¢,  atlength to the country of the Amorites. And from
and feize . . .

ontheir hence Mofes || fent ambafladors to Sihon their king, de-
country.  manding a paflage through his country, and offering to

pay for all manger of neceffaries, without giving him the

caffia, they cloath themfelves with fkins and cover all their
heads over, except their eyes, becaufe their biting is very dan-
gerous; Bochart, De animal. facr. part 2. lib, 3. ¢, 13.

* This brazen ferpent continued among the Jews above
feven hundred years, even to the time of Hezekiah king of
Judah ; but when it came to be made an obje& of idolatry,
and the people for fome time had paid their incenfe and ado-
ration to it, that pious prince caufed it to be broken in pieces;
and, by way of contempt, called it Nebu/btan, that is to fay,
a brazer bawble, or triffle. At Milan, however, in the church
of St. Ambrofe, they pretend to fhew you a ferpent made
of brafs, which they tell you is the fame with that of Mofes.
But every one may believe of this as he pleafes 5 Calmet’s Dic-
tionary under the word Serpent.

}i It may here be propofed as a difficulty, how Mofes came
to offer the Amorites terms of peace, confidering that the I{-
raelites were commanded to deftroy thet, and to take pof-
feflion of sheir country. But to this it has been anfwered by
fome learned men, that notwithffanding God had exprefsly
doomed this people to an extermination, yet Mofes thought
himfelf at liberty to indulge his ufual meeknefs, and to begia
with gentle and amicable meafures, though he might at the
Time time be perfuaded, that they would gvail nothing ; and
this probably at the fuggeftion of God himfelf, to cut off all
accafions or pretence of complaint from the Amorites, as if
they had not been honourably and fairly dealt with, and that
the equity and righteoufnefs of God’s proceeding with a prince
of fo favage aad obftinate a temper, might appear in a ftrong-
er light, when the confequence of his refufing a free paffage
to the Ifraelites, and bringing his army into the field againft
them, fhould happen to be his own defeat and deftruétion ;
Bibliehocg Bibl o Numb, xxi, 21, ’

lealy



Chap.III. from the Iftaelites departure from Egypt, &, 7°

leaft difturbance. But + the Amorite prince, not thinking A.M.
it fafe to receive fo numerous a people into the heart 0’35
hiskingdom, not only denied them a paflage, bur 3CCount- j48g, etc.
ing it better policy to attack, than to be attacked, gather- from Num.
ed what forces he could together, and marched out to give’e‘;g‘(;f‘]‘szzf
them battle. But not far from Jahaz, where the engage- eronomy.
ment was, the Ifraclites overthirew him ; dand having made ——
themfelves mafters of his country, put all, both man, wo-

man, and child, to the fword: and not long after this,

Og, 1 king of Bafthan; +a man of a prodigious gigafitic

fize,

%+ Grotius (in his fecond book De jure belli et paviy, cap. 2.
Jed?. 13) is of opinien, that according to the law of nations, the
highways, feas, and rivers of every country, ought to be free
t0 all paflengers upon juft occafions, He produces feveral ex+
amples from Heathen hiftory of fuch permiffion being granted
to armies, and thence he infers, that Sihon and Og, denying
the Ifrdelites this privilege, gave a jult ground of war; nor does
he think that the fear which thefe princes might conceive, is
any excufe at all for not granting the thing, becaufe no man’s
fear can take away another man’s right, efpecially when.feve-
ral ways might have been found out to have made their paflage
fafe on both fides. But when all is {faid, it feems not clear,
that all men have fuch a right as this great man thinks they
may claim. No man, we know, can challenge a paflage
through a private man’s ground without his leave; and every
prince has the fame dominion in all his territories, that a pri-
vate man has in his land. As for “the examples therefore of
thofe who had permitted armies to pafs through their king -
doms, they are examples of fa&, rather than of right, and
of fuch as were not in a condition to refufe what was demand-
ed of them, For the thing is notorious, that feveral countries
have fuffered very grievoufly by granting this liberty ; and
therefore no prince, who confults his fubje&s fafety, is to be
blamed for not granting it; nor was the war with the Amo-
tites founded upon this reafon, aswe fhall {ee hereafter 3 Pas-
trick’s Commentary. , P
t The land of Bafhan was one of the molt fertile cantonsof
€anaan, which reached on the eaft to tlie river Jordun, on the
weft to the mountains of Gilead, on the fouth to the brook
Jabock, and on the north to the land of Gethur, The whole
kingdom took its name from the hill of Bathan, which is fitnate
in it, and has fince been Called ‘Bartanea, It had no leis then
fixty walled towns in it, befides villages. It afforded an excel-
lenit breed of cattle, and ftately oaks, and was in thort a plen-
tiful and populous country ; Univerfal hiffory, lib, 1. ¢, 7.
.1 The defcription of this giganticking, who was thelaft of
the raceof the Rephaims, or vaft prodigious men, we havein
Vour. III. B Deureronomy«
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A M. fize, attempting to obftruct their paflage, underwent the
15, e fame fate, For they {eized his country, and utterly de-
“‘39 Czll,'ﬁroyed' the inhabitants thereof, referving only the cattle,
5m Num. and {poil of the cities, as a prey to themfelves, as they had
vil. to the done hefore in the cafe of Sihon.

':;Li:,}?ju Encouraged by thefe fuccefles, the Ifraelites marched to

-~~~ the plains of Moab, and encamped on the banks of the ri-

Toon el ver Jordan, oppofite to Jericho. This put Balak (who

wrders of was then king of Moab) into a terrible confternation : for

Vioab, Ba- fygdofing himfelf not able to engage the mighty force of

Tg:é?l)::m'mn;cl, he bad not only made a firong alliance with the

Midianites and Ammonites, his neighbours, in order to

ftop their progrefs, but thought it advifeable likewife, be-

fore he began any hoftilities againft them, to try how far

the power of Balaam’s enchantments (a noted magician in

Pethor, a city of Mefopotamia) might go, in turning the
fortune of the war towards his fide.

To this purpofe he difpatched a fclet. number of his

nobles, with coftly prefents, to || Balaam, intreating him in

the king’s name to come, and curfe him a people whe

Deuteronomy iii, 11. and from thie Size of his bed, (which was
preferved a long time in the city of Rabbal, the capital of the
Ammonites, we may guefls at his fltature, It was nine cubits
long, and four cubits broad, /. e. fifteenfeet four inches and 2
half long, and fix feet ten inches broad. Butthe Jewifh doétors,
not content with fuch pigmy wonders, haveimproved the ftory
to their own liking. For they tell us, that this bed of nine cu~
bits could be nomore than his cradle, fince himfelf was:ix {fcore
cubits high, when full grown; that he lived before the flood,
and that the waters of 1t, when at the higheft, reaciied enly
tp to his knees; that however he thought properto get upon
the top of the roof of the ark, where Noah fupplied him with
provifion, not out of any compaflion to him, but that the men,
who came after the deluge, might fee how great the power of
God was, who had deftroyed fuch monfters from the face of
the earth 5 Calmet and Munfler in Deut. ctap. 3.

[ In 2 Pet. chap. 2. ver. 1. Balaam is {aid to be the fon of
Bofor, according to our verfion; but as the words, the fon, are
not found in the original, but were inferted by the tranflators
to fupply the fenfe, as they imagined, the word Bg/or may de-
note a place 5 as well as a perfon 5 and accordingly Grotius un-
derftands St. Peter’s words, not as if Bofor was the fatber,but
the city of Balaam : for what was anciently called Pethor, the
Syrians in after ages called Bofor, by an eafy change of two
letters, which is a thing not wnufval; Univerfal biftory, lib. 1.
..

werg



Chap. III. from the Ifraelites departure from Egypt, &re.

were arrived-upon the borders of his territories 5 but God, A. M.
for that time, would not permit him to go : wheteupon 3’3 It
Balak, fuppofing either that the number and quality of his ‘,’43‘(',, ote.
meflengers did not anfwer Balaam’s ambition, or the value trom Num
of the prefents his covetoufnefs, fent meflengers, of a m(nw'f;‘"‘:‘d““)ﬁ’)it
honourable rank, with larger propofals, and promifes of er nomy.
high promotion, if he would but gratify him in this one ~———
thing.

' (€) Balaam loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs ; and there. Dalaam’s

fore, blinded with this patfion, he addrefled” God for leavel, oo
to go ; which God in his anger granted, but under fuchwhen he
reftriction, as would neceflarily hinder all his faicinations#t§4
from doing the Ifraelites any harm, ‘

‘With this permiflion he fet forwgtrd with the princes of
Moab ; but as he was on the road, an angel met bim, whom
(tho’ he perceived him not) his afs plainly faw, and tlicre-
fore turned afide into the ficld to avoid him. With much
ado, Balaam beat his afsinto the road again ; but when the
angel ftood in a narrow paflage between twa walls, which
inclofed a vineyard, the afs for fear ran againft one of the
walls, and crufhed Balaam’s leg, which provoked him fo,
that he beat him again. At laft, the angel removed, and
ftood in a place fo. very narrow, that there was no poflibi-
lity of getting by him, whereupon the afs fell down under
his rider, and would go no farther. This enraged the pro-
phet ftill more ; and as he was beating and belabouring the
poor creature moft unmercifully, God was pleafed tb give
the afs the faculty -of fpeech, wherein he expoftulated the
hard ufage he had met with ; and as Balaam was going to
juftify himfelf, he was likewife pleafed to open the propher’s
eyes, and let him fee the angel ftanding in the way with a
naked {word in his hand, which fo terrified him, that he
fell down upon his face, afked pardon for his trefpafs, and
offered to return home again, if fo be his journey was dif-
pleafing to God. A

That his journey was difpleafing to God, he himfelf
could not be ignorant, becaufe, in his firft addrefs, God
had exprefsly interdicted his going. Being refolved, how-
ever, out of the man’s wicked inclinatjion, to raife fome
kind of advantage, and to make him, who was hired to
curfe, the inftrument of pronouncing a blefling upon his
people, God gave him now free leave to proceed, When
Balak underftood that Balaam was on the road, himfelf
went to receive him upon the confines of his dominions ;

{¢) 2 Pet.ii. 15.
B2 and
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and having, in a friendly manner, blamed him for rot co-
ming at his firft fending, which Balaam excufed upon ac-
count of the reftraint which God had laid on him, he con-
ducicd him to his capital city, and there entertained himy
publicly, with his princes and nobles that day ; aac the next
morpipg carried him to the high places, confecrated o ¥
Baal, that from thence he might tvke a view of the extozui-
ty of the Ifraelitifh camp. Whilft they were here, the prophet
ordered 1 feven altars 1o be erected, and {feven oxen, and

4

# The word Beal fignifies. Lerd, and was the name of {eve-
ral gods, both male and female, as Selden (De Diis Syris, c.
1.) thews. The god of the Moabites was Chemoft, but here
very probably is called by the common name of Baa/. And
as 4ll nations worfhipped their gods upon high places, fo this
god of Moab, having more places of worfhip than one, Balak
carried Balaam to them all, that from thence he might take
the moft advantageous profpeét of the Ifraelites. Thefe high
places were full of trees; and {hady groves, which made them
commodious both for the folemn thoughts and prayersof fuch
as were devout, and for the filthy inclinations and abominable
pradtices of fuch as affe@ed to be wicked; Patrick’s Commentary,

1 Accerding to the account which both Feftus and Servius
give us of ancient times, the Heathens facrificed to the celeftial
gods only upon altars : to the terreftrial, they facrificed upon
the earth ; and to the infernal in holes digged in the earth.
And though the number feven was much obferved among the
Hebrews, even by God’s own appointment, Levit, iv. 6. yet
we do notread of more than one altar built by the patriarchs
when they offered theirfacrifices, nor were any more than one
allowed by Mofes : And therefore we may well fuppofe, that
there was formething of Heathen fuperftition in this ere@ion of

“feven altars, and that the Moabites, in the worfhip of the fun

(who'is here principally meant by Baal), did at the fame time
1acrifice to the feven planets. This was originally a part of
the Egyptian theology ; for as they worfhipped at this time
the lights of heaven, fo they firft imagined the feven days of
the week to be under the refpedtive influence of thefe feven lu-

" minaries. Belus, and his Egyptian pricfls, having obtained

jeave to fettle in Babylon, about half a century before this
time, mighr teach the Chaldeans their aftronomy, and {o in-
troduce this Egyptian notion of the influence of the feven rul-
ing ftars, which Balaam, being no ltranger to the learningefthe
age and country he lived in, might pretend to Balak to pro-
ceed upon in his divinaticnsard avguries ; Clerc’s Cominentary
in lecran 5 and Stackfes @'y Cornedtions, vil 3. libo 12, ‘

feven
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feven tams to be got ready ; and having * offered an ox A. M.
and a ram on each altar, he left Balak to ftand by the fa- Zssf’cﬁfﬁ.
crifices, while himfelf withdrew to confult the Lord ; and 148q, &c.
upon his return, acquainted the King, ¢ How impoflible fl‘Q?}Numlb:
¢ it was for him to do the thing that he might expe& from ¥y
 him, viz. the curfing a people who were {o fignally un- teronomy.
¢ der the protection of Heaven; and {fo magnifying their =~
¢¢ profperity and increafe, he concludes with a with, that
¢ his fate might be theirs, both in life and death.” _

Balak, at thefe words, exprefled na {mail furprife ; but
ftill not dHcouraged, he hoped that the change of the
place might poflibly produce fome better luck; and there-
fore taking Balaam to the top of Mount Pifgah, he wried
whether he might not be permitted to curfe them from
thence.  But 2ll in vain, . The {fame number of altars were
erefted, the bullocks and rams were offered, and the pro-
phet withdrew ta confult God, as before; but fill he re-
turned with no better news: For the purport of his decla-
ration was, * That God was fixed and immutable in his fa-
¢ vour to the Hraelites; that he would nct fuffer any bloo-
“ dy defigns, or any frauds or inchantments to prevail a-
“ gainft them, but would finally make them vitorious,
¢ wherever they came.”

This was {o great a mortification to Balak, that, to fi-
lence Balaam, he forbad him either to curfe or blefs ; but
he foon changed his mind, and defired him to make a far-
ther trial at another place. Accordingly another place
was made choice of. Frefh altars were raifed, and frefh

* In the textit is faid, that Balak and Balaam offzred on every
altar a bullock and a ram, Numb, xxiii. 2. But though it was
cuftomary, in thofe early days, for kings to officiate as priefts,
yetitisrather to be fuppofed, that Balak only prefented the facri-
fices, and that Balaam performed the office of facrificing them;
but then it may be made a queftion, to whom the facrifices were
offered, And to this it may be aniwered, that they mightboth
haveadifferentintention ; that Balak might fupplicate Baal,while
Balaam was making his addrefles to the Lord; though with fuch
fuperftititious ceremonies, as it is likely were ufed by the wor-
thippers of Baal. Or why may not we fuppofe, that Balaam,
telling Balak, that he could effe& nathing without the Lord, the
God of Hrael perfuaded him to join with him at that time in
his worthip, that they might more powerfully prevail with
bim to withdraw his prefence from the Ifraelites ? For there
is no reafon to imagine, that Balaam would go 10 inguire of the
Lerd, immediately after he had facrificed to other gods;  Pa-
iriek’s Coppentary, '

: facrifices
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. ﬁ\ I‘é facrifices offered ; but all to no purpofe : Balaam perceiving
Asmfbhr;;,(_ that God was refolved to continue blefling Ifrael, without
1489, &c. retiring, as aforetimes, under pretence of confulting God,
i"ZENt‘;“t‘ﬁe at the firft caft of his eye upon the tents of the Ifraelites,
end of Deu. Drake out into ejaculations of praife; and then, in proper
teronomy.  and fignificant metaphors, foretold their extent, fertility,
—~—and firength, 'and that thofe that bleffed them. Should be blef]-
. ed, and thofe that curfed them fhould be curfed.
fléfpzzgm By this time Balak, enraged to hear Balaam, whom he
cerning the had fent for to curfe the children of Ifrael, thus three
Iiiaclites.  times fucceffively blefs them, could no longer contain him-
{elf, but fmiting his hands together, he bade him hafte and
be gone, fince, by his foolifh adherence to God’s fug-
geftions, he had both abufed him, and defrauded himfelf.
¥ Balaam had recourfe tohis old excufe, of not daring to
tranfcend the divine commands ; but being willing to gra-
tify the king, and in compliance to his covetous temper, to
gain fome reward to himfelf, he offered to advertife him
of what the Ifraelites would do to his people in fubfequent
ages ; but ftill (againft his own inclination), he beftow-
ed bleflings. on Ifracl, and prophefied, ¢ That a ftar
¢ {hould come forth from Jacob, and a rod from Ifrael;
¢¢ that it fhould {mite the chiefs of Moab, and deftroy the
* children of Seth; that Edom fhould fall underits power ;
¢¢_and that the Amalekites and Kenites thould be extirpated :
¢ In fine, thatthe weftern nations, the Greeks and Romans,

* Jofephus brings in Balaam making his apology for himfelf,
in order to pacify Balak’s rage, for his havingbleffed the Ifrael-
ites, inftead of curfing them, ¢ And does King Balak think,
¢ that where prophets are upon the fubjeét of fatalities, or things
¢ to come, they are left to their own liberty, what to fay, and
< what not, or to make their own {peeches? We are only the
<¢ paflive inftruments of the oracle. The words are put in our
“ mouths ; and we neither think nor know what we fay. Ire-
<« member well, fays he, that I was invited hither with great
¢¢ earneftnefs, both by yourfelf and by the Midianites; and that
< it was at your requeft I came, and with a defire to do all that
‘¢ in me lay, for your fervice. But what am I able to do againft
¢ the will and power of God ? I had not the leaft thought of
¢ fpeaking one good word of the Ifraelites army, or of the blef-
¢ fings which God hath in ftore for them; but fince God has
¢ decreed to make them great and happy, I have been forced to
=¢ {fpeak, as you have heard, inftead of what I had otherwife
“defigned to fay ;”  FewiD Antiq. lib, 4. ccp. 6.

¢¢ {hould
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‘¢ fhould vanquifh the Affyrians, deftroy the Hebrews, and A M.

¢¢ perifth themfelves.” _ oty
After thefe prediltions, as if vexed at his own difap- 148, e,

pointment in miffing the reward he expeéted, and with afrqqulxlitllf‘:—
purpofe to revenge himfelf on the Ifraelites, as the occafion "' 17
of it, he infiruéted the Moabites and Midianites in a wicked teronomy.
* device; which was to fend their daughters into the camp 1~y
of the Ifraelites, in order to draw them firft into lewdnefs, jees commit
and then into idolatry, the fure method to deprive them of whoredom
the affiftance of that God who protefted them. This3di¢obr
artifice fucceeded’; (for the very next account we have of yomen and
the Hraelites, is, that they lay encamped at Shittim, wherearepunithed
many of them + were deluded by thefe firange women, for it-
not only to commit whoredom with them, but to affift at

their

* Though Mofes makes nomention of this contrivance, where
he defcribes the interview between Balaam and Balak; yetin the
31ft chapter of Numbers, ver. 16. he lays the whole blame up-
onBalaam: and Jofephus accordingly informs us, that after he
had gone as far as the river Euphrates, he bethought himfelf of
this proje&, and having fent for Balak and the princes of Mi-
dian, he thus addreflfed himfelf to them. ¢ 'T'othe end thatKing
¢ Balak, fays he, and you the princes of Midian, may know the
¢« great defire I have to pleafe you, though, in fome fort, againft
« thewill of God; I have thought of an expedient, that may
<¢ perhaps be for your fervice. Never flatter yourfelves that the
¢ Hebrews are to be deftroyed by wars, peftilence, famine, or.
‘¢ any other of thele common calamities ; for they are fo fecure
¢¢ under God’s fpecial providence, that theyare never totally to
¢ be extinguifhed by any of thefe depopulating judgments: But
¢¢ if any fmall and temporary advantage againft them will give
¢ you any fatisfaction, hearken to my advice. Send into their
¢ camp a proceflion of the lovelielt virgins you can pick up; and
¢ toimprove nature, drefs themup with all the ornaments of art,
¢ and give them their leffons how to behave themfelves upon a'l
¢ occafions of courtthipand amour, If the young men fhall make
¢ love, and proceed to anyimportunities, let them threaten im-
*f mediately to be gone, unlefs they will auallyrenounce their
“¢ country’s Jaws, and the honour of that God who prefcribed
*“ them, and finally engage themfelves to worthip after the man-
¢ ner of the Midianitesand Moabites. This, fays he, will pro-
¢ voke God, and draw vengeance upon their heads 370 Fewifk
Antig. ibid,

T The Jewifh doctors tell us, that on a great feftival, which
the Moabites made in honour of their god Baal Peor, fome
Ifr'{elites who happened to'be there, cafting their eyes upon
their young women, were {mitten with their beauty, and court-

ed
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A M. their facrifices, and. worfhip their gods, even * Baal-peor),
2}’3&&?& and was a crime fo deteftable to God, that he punifhed it
1489, &c. With a plagite, which, in a fhort time, carrizd off | abour
f.omNumb. twenty-four thoufand of the offenders. This however

i o the grac ot the only punifhment which God exacted : For he
enl of Deu-

teronomy,

“———~— ed their enjoyment; but that the women would not yield td.
their motion, upon any other condition, than that they would
worthip their gods. Whereupon pulling a little image of Peo#
out of their bofom, they prefented it to the Ifraelitesto kifs, and
then defired them to eat of the facrifices, which had been offered
to him, But Jofephus tells the ftory otherwife, viz, That the
women, upon {ome pretence or other, came into the Ifraelitifh
camp, and when they had enamoured the young Hebrews, ac-
cording to their infirutions, they made a pretence as though
they muft be gone ; but upon paffionate intreaties, accompanied
with vows and oaths on the other fide, the {ubtle inchantreffes
confented to ftay with them and grant them every thing that
they defired, upon condition that they would embrace their re-
ligion ; Patrick’s Gommentary ; and Fofephus, ibid.

* The Jewith dotors are generally ot opinion, that this Baai-
Peor was the fame with Priapus, the idol of Turpitude; and
that the worfhip of him confilted in fuch obfcene pra&ices, or
poftures at lealt, as were not fit to be named., Others have af-
{erted, that this god was the fame with Saturn, a deity adored
in Arabia nor is it unlikely, that the adventure related of Sa-
turn, and his caltration by his own fon, may have introduced
the obfcenities that are pradifed in the worfhip of this idol. But
others, with great aflurance, maintain, that Peor was the fame
with Adonis, whofe feafts were celebrated in the manner of fu-
nerals, but the people who obferved them at that time, commit-
ted a thoufand diflolute adions, particularly when they were
told, that Adonis, whom they had mourned for as dead, was
returned to life again. However thisbe it is very probable, that
as Peor was the.name of a mountain in the country of Moab,
the temple of Baal ftood upon it, and thence he was called
Baal-peor ; Calmet’s Commentaries and Differtations ; Patrick’s
Commentary ; and Seldsn De Diis Syriis.

| St. Paul,in his obfervation upon the judgments which befet
the Ifraelites in the wildernefs, tells us exprefsly, thatthe num-
ber of thofe who were cut off in this plague was no more than
three and twenty thoufand, 1 Cor, x. 8. 'Whereas Mofes makes
them no lefs than four and taventy thoufand. But this dfference
is eafily reconciled,if we do but confidcr that in the four anf
twenty thoufand, which Mofes computes, the thoufand who were
convidted of idolatry, and thereupon were flain with the fword,
in the day of the plague, (Nunb xxv. ¢, 18.)arecomprehended ;
whereas the apoltle fpeaks of none but thofe that died of the
pettilence ;. Parrick’s Comanentary,

commanded,
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commanded Mofes 1 to eret a courtof judicature confift- A. M.
ing of the heads of all the families, and to try and hang z‘h'f’cﬁfﬁ.
all that had been guilty of this whoredom and idolatry, 143é, &c.
without refpe€t to friendfhip or kindred ; which was ac- from Num,
cordingly done, and about one thoufand more were in this ::zi“(;f‘]")z’l’l‘_’
manner put to death., teronomy.
By this time, the greateft part of the people being ,}r;ﬂ-}:’
come a litele to themfelves, were bewailing their folly and gence and
wickednefs at the door of the tabernacle ; when they punifiment
were furprifed with * an inftance of the moft unparallelled #f Zimsi.
boldnefs in one of the chiefs of the tribe of Simeon, na-
med Zimri, who, in the fight of Mofes, and the whole
congregation, had brought a young Midianitifh princefs,
: ' whofe

1 According to our tranflation, the command which God
gave Mofes, runs thus: Take all the beads of the pesple, and
bung themt up béfore the Lord, againfl the fun, that 1he fierce an-
ger of the Lord may be turned away from Ifrael, Numb. xxv. 4.
But unlefs we can fppole, that the heads of each tribe were
guilty of this lewdnefs and idclatry, the fentence here denounced
would havebeen highly unjult : Andwhatothersalledge, that
they were guilty of a thametul negleétin not oppofing the grow-
ing mifchief, and punifthing the offenders; this might be very
probablyout of their power, fince even-Mofes himfelf, very fre.
quently, found them too headlirong for him. It was fome-
what {trange therefore, that our tranflators thould take the pa{-'
fage in this fenfe, when the Samaritan copy, the Jerufalem
‘Targum, molft of the ancient tranflations, and feveral later
commentators of great note, have made the weord: Oibam, 1. ¢.
2hem, not to refer to the heads of the people, but to fuch as
had joined themfelves to Baal-peor : And fo the meaning of the
command will be, that the heads of the people fhould divide
them{elves into f{everal courts of judgment, and examine who
had committed idolatry, and, after conviétion, caufe them to
be hanged, /.¢ hanged after they were ftoned; for among the
Hebrews none were hanged slive, bnt in the cafes of idolatry
or blafphemy, were firft ftoned, and then hanged up againff
the fun, 1. e, publicly and openly, that all the people might
fee, and fear to fin; Patrick’s Cenmmentary.

* When the Ifraelites, at the inftigation of the firange wo-
men they had received into the camp, werc fallen from laft
into idolatry, Mofes (according to Jofephus) perceiving that the
infetion began to fpread, called the people together,and, ina
general difcourfe, reminded them howunworthya thing it was,
and how great a fcandal to the memory of their anceffors, for
them to value the gratifying their lufts and appetites, above
the reverence they owed to their God, and their religion ;
how incongruous a thing, for[men that had been virtuous and

Vor, 11, e modeit
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A. M: whofe name was Cozbi, into the camp, and was leading
2515 € her into his tent. Their impudence however did not
Aat. Chrif, . . : :
i4%, etc. go unpunifhed ; for Phineus, the fon of Eleazar the
from Numb. high-prieft, fired with a2 juft indigration and holy zeal,
wili. (o the fol15wed them into the tent, with a javelin in his hand,
end of Deu- g y g *
t-ronomy. where, in the very a& of whoredom *, he thrufi- them
——~—borh through the body, and by this afion, not only ob-

tained an high commendation from God, but an eftablifh-
ment

nnodeft in the defert, tolead fuch profligate lives ina good coun-
try, and fquander away that in luxury which they had honeftly
-acquired in the time of their difirefs ; and thereupon he admo-
nifhed them to repentin time, and to thew them{elves brave men,
not in the violation of the laws, but in the maftery of their unru-
ly affedtions. This hefpoke withoutnaming any one : But Zim-
ri, who took himfelf to be pointed at, rofe up, and made the fol-
lowing fpecch. ¢ Youare at liberty, Mofes, (fays he) to ufe
« your own laws: They have been a long time in exercife, and
« cuflom ‘is all that can be faid for their trength or credit.
« \Vere it not for this, you would, to your colt, have found

long fince, that the Hebrews are not to be impofed upon;
and I myfeif am one of the number, that never will truckle
‘¢ to your tyrannical oppreflion. For what’s your bufinefs all
¢ this while, but under a bare pretext, and talk of laws and
<« Gogd, to bar us not only from the exercife, but the very de-
<« fire of liberty ! What are we the better for coming out of E-
gypt, if it be only in exchange for a more grievous bondage
under Mofes? You are to make here what laws you pleale,
‘ and we to ubide the penalties of them, when at the fame
¢¢ time, itis you only that deferve to be punifhed for abolifhing

fuch cuftoms as are authorifed by the common confent of na-
tions, and fetting up your own will and fancy aguinit general
¢ praftice and-reafon. Tor my own part, what [ have done,
I take to be well done, and thall muke no difficulty to con-
fefs and juitify it. I have, as ycu fay, married a firange
¢ woman. I fpeak this with the liberty of un honelt man
« and I care not wha knows it, I never meant to make a {e-
cret ot it, and you need look no farther for an informer.
¢t T do acknowledge too, that [ have changed my way of wor-
¢¢ fhip, and reckon it very reafonable for a man to examine all
“¢ things, that would find out the truth, without being tied up
¢ (as if it were in a defpotic government) to the opinion and
« humour of one fingle man ;> Feaw/h Antiq. lib. 4. c. 6.

* Upon this fa& the Jews found what they call the judgment
of zeal, which authorifed fuch us were full of this holy fer-
vour, to punifh any violent offenders, thofe, to wit, who blaf-
phemed God, or prophaned the temple, ctc. in the prefence of

ten
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ment likewife of + the Aaronical priefthood in him, and A M.
his pofterity, for ever after. S et

As foon as this diforder was. quieted, and the offenders 1489, etc.
punithed, Mofes began to bethink himfelf of revenging the from Num.
indignity which the Moabites and Midianites had put up- z;‘(:‘ot"]');?:
on lirael ; and to this purpofe commanded a detachment teronomy.

ten men of Ifrael, without any formal procefa But this ex- d:r::tt:;zl

ample of Phineas countenances no fuch pradtice ; nor can this faugheer of
alion, done upon an extraordinary occafion, by a perfon in a the Moab-

public authox‘ty, moved thereuntd by a (’crong divine impulfe, ﬁfd)ZZ?tes

and (whatlisa circumftance that fome people add) in a common- o
wealth not perfectly fettled, be madea precedent for private men,
under a different lituation, to invade the office of the magi-
firate, and, with enthufiaftic rage, to perfecute even thofe that
are moft innocent; as we plainly find it happened among the
Jews,. when, in the Jatter times of their government, they put
this precodent in execution ; of which St. Steven, whom they
inhumanly ftoned, and St,Paul whom they vowed to affalli-
nate, without any form of juftice, are notorious inflances ; Pa-
trick's and Le Clerk's Commentaries,

+ This however is to be underftood with a certain llmltdtl-
on; becaufe it is manifeft, that after fome fucceffions in the
line of Phineas, the prielthood came, for a while, into the fa-
wily of Eli, who was. defcended from Ithamor, the younvcl"t
fon of Aaron.  The reafon of thist mterruptlon 1S NOt mention-
ed in Scripture ; but fome great {in, it isreafonable to fuppofe,
provoked God to fet alide the line of Eleazar for fome years,
till Eli’s fons likewife'became {o wicked, that the priefthood
was taken from them, and reftored, in the days of Solomen, to’
the pofterity of Phineas,. with whom it continued, as long as
the mie"(hood lafted. And this is enougn to verify the pro-
mife of an everlalting: pneﬂ;hood fince the words everiajling,
perpetual, and the like, in* a gﬂneml and indefinite fenfe, de-
note no more than a-long duration, - But there is another way
of folving this dificuky; God had, before this time, limited
the prief ’chood ta Aaron and his dcfccrdcms, and to them it

was to be gz everlafting /wz/]/md throughour their gbmmnom,
Exod. xk 15, upon this account it uuuht properly enough be
called, as limited to that family, the ewrmjinw prieflhood.  So
that God does not here promife Phineas, and bis feed after him,
an e'ver/aﬁma grant of the prielthood, as fome comimentators
take it 5 nor a grant of an everlafling priefihosd, as our Englith

erhon renders it, but rather a grant of the everlafting pr/ﬂ/'-
bood, 1. e, of the prielthood limited to Aaron and his defcend-
ents by that appellation; .Selder De fuccef. Pom‘;ﬂ b, 1
¢. 2 nd Shuckford’s fo;m»c?zm, vol. 3. lib. 12,

Cz of
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A. M. of twelve thoufand choice men, i. ¢. * a thoufand out of
25:5’0?;:“ every tribe, to go againft them; among whom was the
1489, PR gallant Phineas, who took with him the ark, and what
from Num- was repofited therein, together with the facred trumpets,
Z:’l’(;‘(;ft‘]’)?l’f to blow in the time of aétion, in or(!er to, animate the
teronomy, MMEN. The Jewifh army was bat fmall in comiparifon of
“——— the vaft numbers they marched againft ; but God, who put

them upon th« expedition, bleffed them with fuch fuf:ccfs,
that they flew five kings, and, among them, the wicked
prophet Balaam ; put every one 0 the fword, except wo-
men and children; and returned to Moles with a very

' confiderable

* The Scripture gives us no account of the order of battle
between thefe two armies; but, in all probability, they were
difpofed according to the method of ancient people of Afia;
and therefore we may range the Ifraelites upon one line, form-
ed of twelve corps, confilting of a thoufand men each, at the
head of which was the ar# of the covenant, furrounded by the
priefts and Levites, whofe bufinefs it was to found the charge,
as well as defend the ark, The Midianites, we may fuppofe,
were, in like manner, ranged in a phalanx, upon on line, and.
as the Ifraclites were doubtlefs much inferiour in number to their
enemies, they made much larger intervals betwzen the corps of
a thoufand men each, in order to penetrate the enemy’s front
in different pluces. This was the conftant pradtice of the
Jews, whenever they were inferiour in number to their ene~
mies ; Calmet's Diclionary, under the word Midianites,

+ Whether this Phineas was fent to.command the troops
which were appointed by God to take vengeance on the Midi-
anites, or whether he wentalong withthe army, only to perform
fuch facred offices as thould be regunired by the general, (who
with more probability perhaps is thought to be Jothua), are
queftions arifing from the filence of Scripture concerning the
chief commander. Phineas indeed was a man of great cou-
rage, and had lately performed 2 fingular piece of fervice, which
had gained him great reputation, and from hence fome have
imagined, that he was the fitter perfon to be fent with an army
to avenge the Lord of Midian ; as it is certain, that in after-
ages, the Maccabees (who were of the family of the priefts)
were appointed chief commanders, But then it muft be con-
fidered, that thefe Maccabees were the fupreme governours of
the people, and as fuch, had a right to the military command ;
that in the war with the Amorites, Mofes had fent the forces
under Jofhua’s condu@ ; and that Phineas, in fhort, had ano-
ther province appointed him, which was to take care of the
holy inftruments : But what thefe inftruments were, is anether:
queftion.  Scveral interpreters arg of opinion, that they were
the Urim and Thummim which Phineas might take along with

him,
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confiderable booty ; one fiftieth part of which he ordered A.'M.
to be given to the priefts, another fifteth to the Levites, Zs.:cf'c&hffn
and the reft to be divided among the foldicry, - © 1480,&c, |

The remembrance, however, of what damage the Mi- fromNumb,
dianitith women had done, by alluring the Hraclites to :::;’oft}’);zf
idolatry, made him think it unfafe to {pare their lives; and teronomy.
therefore he ordered all thofe that had ever known’man, ——
as well as all the + male children, to' be immediately -dif-

patched,

him, in order to confult God, in cafe of any difficulty that
might arife in the management of the war; and to countenance
this, they fuppofe that Eleazar was fuperannuated, and his fon
fubftituted in his room. But it may be juftly doubted, whe-
ther Phineas, being the only fon of the high-prief, and not yet
capable of that office, could be fuftituted to perform this great
charge, which belonged to the high-prieft alone; nor do we
find any warrant for confulting the Lord by Urim and Thum-
mim, but only before the tabernacle. It feems therefore much
more likely, that by the holy inltruments, Mofes means theark
of the covenant, and what vwas included in it, which, in the
following ages, was wont to be carried into the field, whenthe
people went to fight againft their enemies. Nay, Jothua him-
felf, not long after this, ordered the ark to be carried, with
priefts blowing trumpets before it, whenhe furrounded Jericho,
(Joth. vi. 4. &¢.); and therefore fince the holy inftruments are
here joined with the trumpets, it looks very probable, thatthey
fhould fignify the ark. Nor can we apprehend that Mofes ran
any rifk in venturing the ark upon this occafion, becaufe God
had affured his people, that they fhould obtain a complete viéto-
ry over the Midianites. It muft-beconfefled, however, that the
ark is never thus exprefled in any other part of Scripture; and
therefore perhaps they give as true a fenfe of the words as any,
who make the holy inftrumeuts and trumpets tobeoneand the
fame thing, and the latter no more than an explication of the
former; which trumpets the priefts were commanded to take
with them, that they might found a charge when the engage-
ment begun, aceording to their dire@®ion, Numb. x. 8, ¢, and
as the pra&ice was in future ages; 2 Chron. xiil. 12.

t Mofes ordered the male-children to be flain, that thereby
he might extirpate the whole nation, as far as lay in his power,
and prevent their avenging the deathof their parents, in cafe they
were fuffered tolive to man’s eftate.  For it isno lIrard matter to
conceive, how dangerous{uch a number of {laves, confcious that
they were born free, and had loft their liberty with the maffacre
of their parents, might have proved to a common-wealth, every
where furrounded with enemies. Why he was fo fevere againit
the women, we need not wonder, if we do but confider, that
ether by proftituting themfelves, or their daughters, they

had
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patched, and none * but virgins to be faved alive ; and yet
(what fhews the greatnefs of the viftory) the virgin-captives

1489, erc. ,amounted to two and thirty thoufand, and the plunder of

fromNumb.
xviil, to the
end of Deu.
térogomy.

cattle and flocks confifted of fix hundred and feventy-five
thoufand theep, feventy and two thoufand oxen, and.fixty,
one thoufand afles, befides a great quantity of rich goods
and ornaments ; and (what makes the vitory ftill more
miraculous) not ¥ one man on the Ifraelites fide (as appears
from the report of the officers made upon the mufter) was
loft in this engagement.

The officers of the army were very fenfible, that in fa-
ving the captive-women alive, they had tranfgreffed their

had been the chief inftruments of drawing the Ifraclites into
tdolatry,

Etfi nullum memorabile nemen

Feminea in peena eft, nec habet vi&oria laudem ;

Extinxifle nefas tamen, et fumpfifle merentis

Laudabor penas. Virg. An. lib 2. ver. §83. .
Bibliotheca Bibl, and Le Clerc’s Commentary on Numb. 2xxi. 17.

* The Jews have a tradition, that, in order to find out who
were real virgins, the young women were placed at a proper
diftance with other women, and all commanded to fix their eyes
upon the high-prieft’s mitre; whereupon thofe who had known
man, turned inftantly as pale as athes, and thofe that had not,
became as red as fire. But there feems to be no great occafi-
on for this miracle, when either the appearance of an unqua-
lified age, or the examination of fome fele& matrons, might de-
termine the matter as well ; Bibliotheca Bibl. on Numb, xxxi. 18.
* In the sth chapter of the 1ft book of Maccabees, we have

an account of another victory,of the like nature, when Jjudas,
after havipg feveral times defeated Timotheus, the Heathen
general, affaulted the city of Ephron a whole day and a night,
and all without the lofs of a man, For they went up to mount
Sion awith joy and gladnefs, where they offered-burnt-offerings, be-
caufe not one of them was flain, until they had returned in peace.
And (if other hiftorians may be credited) the like has happen-
ed among other nations. After the famous and bloody bat-
tle of Leeuétra, the Liacedemonians and Arcadians had a very
fharp engagement, in which the latter loft many thoufands of
men, and the former not one: and in a fea-engagement, be-
tween the Portuguefe and the Indians, Oforius Lufitanus tells
us, that the Portuguefe Admiral, Pacheco, fucceeded fo well,
that he killed above fifteen hundred of the infidels, without
the lofs of one man ; De Rebus Eriman. lib. 3. But whether
this had any thing miraculous in it, or was only the effe&t of
God’s ordinary providence, we fhall not pretend to determine;
Bibliotheca Bibl. on Numb, xxxi. 49.
commiflion ;
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commiflion ; and. therefore * they prefented a great quan= = A: M.
tity of jewels, and other Tich fpoils, both as an expiatory F25& Chrit,
offering 1o atone for their offence, and for a gratulatory 1489, &e.
offering, in acknowledgment of God’s goodnefs; in giving from Num.
xviil, to the
them fo great and fignal a V}&oxy . end of Denw
“The Hraelites, by this time, had made themfelves ma- teronomy.
frers of the country that lay on the Midianitifh fide of Jor- y o
dan; and the tribes of + Keubgn and Gad, together with vides the
the half tribe of Manafleh, obferving that the countrysomntry of
was fertile, and ftored with good pafturage, defired of Mo- g‘;’;??ht
{es that they might be permitted to fettle there, as a place uribes,
very commodious fo1 them, who had large fiocks of cat-
tle ;

* The Jerufalem Targum fuppofes, that when thefe officers
made their offerings, they addrefled themfelves to Mofes in the
following manner. ¢ Forafmuch as the Liord has delivered the
¢« Midianites into our hands, and we have fubdued the coyn-
« try, entered into their chambers, and feen -their fair and
¢ charming daughters, took their crowns of gold from off theu:
¢ heads, vheir rings from their ears and fingers, their bracelets
¢ from their arms, and their jewels from their necks and. bo-
« forns therefore far be it from us to have turned our eyes to-
“ wards them. We had no manner of concernor converfation
¢ with them, left we fhould thereby die the death of the wicked
s« ifi Gihenna, And let this be had in remembrance on our be-
« half, in the day of the great judgment, to make a reconci-
« liation for our fouls before the Lord.”

4 In thedivifion of the country, which the Ifraelites took from
Sihon and Og, two vanquithed kings that lived on the eaft fide of
Jordan, and whofe dominions extended from the river Arnon
even as far as mount Hermon, Deut. iii, 8. Mofes gave to
the tribe of Reuben the fouthern, or rather the fouth-welt
part of the country, fo that they were bounded to the fouth
with the river Arnon ; to the weft with Jordan ; and to the
north and eaft with the tribe of Gad, In thistribe ftood Hefh-
bon, the capital city of the kingdom of Sihon, fituate on the
hills over- againft Jericho, about twenty miles diftant from the

river Jordan. The tribe of Gad was bounded with the river
Jordan to the welt ; with the half tribe of Manafleh to. the
north with the Ammomtes to the eaft; and with the  tribe
of Reuben to the fouth. In this tribe ﬁood Aftaroth, the ca-
pital city of the kingdom of Og, which very likely obtained its
name from an idol, which was much worfh:pped in thofe times
and parts. = How the half tribe of Manafleh came to chufe to
ftay on the eaft fide of Jordan, the facred hiftory makes no men-
tion ; but it is reafonable tofuppofe, that after they found that
the tribes of Reuben and Gad had fucceeded in their petition,

they

v
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A.M. te; which (upon condition that they {hould go over Jor-
ZS;S%S‘;& dan, and aflift their brethren in thé conquft of the land of
1489, &c. Ganaan) Mofes confented to. And as they were now in
from Num. the neighbourhood eof Cangan, and juft ready to enter up+
’e‘;";‘;’;;’);hfon the pofleflion of it, he took this opportunity to appoint
reronome. the limits of what they were to conquer, and:the diftribu-
‘—— tion of it by + way of Lot, which he comunitted to the ma-

nagement of Jothua and Eleazar, at the head of the chiefs
of each tribe. ~ : ‘
Makes Jo-  Jofhua was appointed by God to . fucceed Mofes in his
hua his . ) e .
fuccelor in commiffion; and therefore, to prevent any conteft after his
thegovern- death,'he firft laid his own hands upon him, 2nd then pre-
nent, fented him to Eleazar the high-prieft, who, in a folemn
form of admiffion, and in the prefence of all the people,
invefted Him with the office of being the leader and gene-
ral of all -Hiael, afier Mofes had given” him feveral di-
reCtions relating to his offices, and one more efpecially,
which concerned his confulting of God by way of Urim
and Thummim upon every great emergency. In the divi-

they likewife might feprefent to Mofés the great fock of cattle
which they had; that'the country would be équally commodi-
ous for them, arnd was over large fof, two tribes alone to occu-
Py ; wor is it to be doubted; - but that Mofes was inclinable to
liften tof their allegation, becatfe the fons of Machir, the fon of
Manaffeh, had, by their valour, fubdued a great part of the
country, where they fettled ; which was bounded by the tribe
of Gad to the fouth with the fea of Cinnereth, (afterwards
called thelake of Gennefareth, or the fed of Galilee) together with
the courfe of the river Jordan, from its head to the faid fea to
the weft ; with mount Lebanon, or more peculiarly mount Her-
mon, to the north, and north-eaft; and with the mountains of
Gilead tothie eaft; Wells’s Geography of the Old Teft. vol. 2.

t Nothing could more prudently be contrived, than this par-
tition of the country by lot, and making Jofhua and the high-
prieft fuperintendents of it ; fince it was the only one that
could effettually prevent all murmurings and quarrellings a-
mong fuch an obftinate people as the Jews were. However, as
the lots were to bear a proportion t6 the bignefs of each tribe
and family, it is fuppofed from what followed, that every tribe
firft drew its lot for its own canton, and that then there were
proper perfons appointed to meafure out a quantity of land for
cach family, according to their bignefs But whether this laft
was done by this or any other method; whether the fubdivi-
fions between the faniilies werelikewife carried on by lot, or o-
therwife, furc it is, that we read of no broils or jealoufies that
it ever occafioned among them; Uriverfa! Hiffory, lib. 1. c. 5.

fion
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iion of the country, Mofes affigned cight and forty cities, A. M.
together with their fuburbs, for the Levites to live in, and an’f(‘:f‘r?h
withal ordered, that fix of thefe thould be made cities of |5, e
refuge, whether the t innocent manflayer, who had kiiled fom Numb,
his neighbour by chance, might betake himfelf and live; :;’)‘;‘;Y_‘I’)zze
tho’, at the fame time, he made all proper provifion, that qronemy.
the wilful murderer thould certainly be pat 1o death : But ~—~—

in this and all other capital cafes, he made it a law, that

none thould be conviéied upon the evidence of one fingle

perfon. '

The nearer that Mofes approached his death, the more Makes his
he exprefled his concern for the welfare of the people ; ee:h
and therefore, on the firft day of the eleventh month, the perpies
(which anfwers our January), and in the forticth year from
their departure out of Egypt, being then encamped on the
plains oi Moab by the banks of the river Jordan, he called-
them all to-ther, and at different times made two very ten-
der and pathetic fpeeches, wherein he briefly related 1o
them all that had befallen their fathers, fince the time they
left Egypt; the gracious dealings of God with them ; their
continual murmurings and rebellions againft him ; and the
many fevere judgments that had followed thereupon, even
t0 his own exclufion from, the promifed land. He gave
them 2 fummary of all the laws which the divine good-
nefs had calculated for their happinefs ; and having re-
peated the decalogue almoft word for word, he reminded

_them of the folemn and dreadful manner in which it was
delivered from mount Sinai, and of the manifold obiliga-
tions they lay under, toa {tri¢t obfervance of it. He ¢n-
couraged them to be faithful to God, by affuring them,
that if they kept his commandments, they fhould not faii
of having innumerable bleflings heaped upon them, and by
threatening them with all manner of calamitics, if fo be they

+ The perfon, who, without any premeditated malice, killed
his netghbour accidentally, had the beft provifion imaginable
made for, his efcape. For the ways that led té the cities of
refuge, were to be made very plain and broad, and kept in
good repair, Two ftudentsof the law were to accompany him,
that, if the avenger of blood fhould overtake him before he got
to the city, they might endeavour to pacify him by wife per-
fuafions ; and that he might not mifs his way to the place,

~whither he intended to flee, there were pofts ereded, where
two or three ways met, with the word Miklal, 1. e, the citv
of refuge, inferibed on them, to dire& him into the right 10ad
that led woit; Patrick's Commentary on Numb, x3xv, 13,
Vor. 1L, ' departed
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A.M. departed from them. He renewed the covenant which
ffn'é’ce}::;f_ their fathers had made with God at Horeb; commanded
1489, etc. them to proclaim on + the mountains of Gerizim and He-
from Numb. hal beyond Jordan, bleflings to thofe that obferved, and
:gfi“(;f“]’)xf curfes to thofe that broke this covenant; and to ereétan
teronomy. altar there, whereon they were to + write, in a legible cha-
“—— ralter, the terms and conditions of it.

Thefe, and feveral other diretions relating to their fu-
ture condudt in the land of Canaan, Mofes not only de-
livered to the people by word of mouth but ordered to be
written in a bock, which he committed to the eare and
cuftody of the Levites, who, by God’s appointment, laid it
up on the fide of the ark, there to remain a witnefs a-
gainft the children of Ifrael, in cafe they fhould rebel,

*And that they might never want a proper fund of devo-
tion, he compofcd a fong, or poem, which he not only
‘ : repeated

+ Thefe two mountains are {ituate in the tribe of Ephraim,
near Shechem, in the province of Samaria, and are fo near to
one another, that nothing but a valley of about two hundred
paces wide parts them ; fo that the prielts, ftanding and pro-
nouncing-the bleflings and curfes, that were to attend the
doers or violaters of the law, in a very loud and diftiné& man-

ner, might well encugh be heard by the people that, were feat-
ed on the fides of the two hills, efpecially if the priefts were
advanced upon pulpits, (as Ezra afterwards was, Neh. viii,
4.),and had their pulpits placed at proper diftances ; Patrick’s,
and Calizet’s Commeniary, in Deut. xxvil,

1 In thistwenty-feventh chapter of Deuteronomy, the Ifrael-
ites were cammanded to write upon certain {tones, all the words
of the law very plainly, ver. 8. How many thefe fiones were,
the Scripture makes nomention; but {fome are of opinion, that
they were twelve, according to the number of the pillars which
Mofes employed (Exod. xxiv. 4.) when he made the covenant
between God and his people. Knew we for certainty the num-=
ber of the flones, we might better guefs what part of the lawit
was whiclh Mofes ordered to be engraven uponthem; fince, by
reafon of this uncertainty, fome will have it to be the whole Pen-
tateuch ; others, no more than the decalogue ; fome, that fum-
mary of the laws whichis contained in this book of Deuteronomy;
and others, the curfes which follow from Deut, xxvii, 15.tothe
end of chap. xxviii, whichfeems to be more likely,becaufe they
contain fele@ precepts, and the laft of them feems to comprife
the whole law, ver. 24, and Jofh, viii. 34. But however-we
underftand this, itis certain, that before the ufe of paper was
found out, the ancients, particularly the Pheenicians and Egyp-
tians, were wont to write their minds upon flones, as feveral

authors
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repeated to the people, but gave orders likewife that they A-M.
fhould all learn it by heart: For thercin he had exprefled, anlts’cic;f-
in-a very elegant manner, the many benefits and favours of 1484, &c.
God to-his people; their ingratitude and forgetfulnefs of irom Num.
him; the punithments- wherewith he had afflicted them ; :r“;"of‘;’)z)::
and the comminations ofgreatcr judgments, if they perfifted teronomy.
to provoke him by the reperition of thcir follies. Mo e
Such was the care and concern of the Jewith law-giver , far wel of
for the welfare of the peop.e after he wasgone: Andthere- the people,
fore; perceiving that the time of his diffolution wal now at f“i,)g;e;h”&
hand, he called them together; and having taken a folemn (. , yiew
farewel of them, in a prophetic blefiing, which he pro- of the pro~
nounced upon each tribe, as Jacob had done juft bﬂfoxem‘(‘;dl““cd’
his death, he weat up *to the top of Pifgah, over-againft i ™
Jericho, from whence he might take-a full view of the
country which God had promifed to Abraham’s pofterity,
For though he was an hundred and twenty years old, yet
his nataral ftrength and vigour was not impaired, nor
bad his eye-fight in the leaft failed him ; fo that he was
able to’ furvey the beauteous profpedt, which the delightful
town and plains of Jericho, and the fair cliffs, and lofty
cedars of Lebanon afforded him ; and having done this, he
refigned his foul into the hands of feraphims, who were

waiting to convey it idto a happier Canaan than what he

authors.mentioned by Huetius (Demonfrat, Evang propof. 4.
chap. 2.) do abundautly teflify. Nay, he obferves, that this
cuitom continued Iono after the invention of paper, efpecially
if men defired that any thing {kould be publickly known, and
tranfmitted down to pof’m\ty s Shuckford's Connection, vol. 3.
/. 12. and Patrick s Commentary.

* The mountains of Abarim were a.ridge of hills between
the two rivers Arnon and Jordan, One palt of thefe moun-
tains was diftinguifhed by the name of Nebo, - as appears from
Deut. xxzii. 49.;. and comparing this with Deut. xxxiv. 1. we
thall find that Nebo and Pifgah were one and the fame moun.s
tain, and that if there wasany diftinéion between the names, it
was probably this, that the top of the mountain was more pe-
culiarly called Pifgah, becaufe it comes from a rootwhich figni-
fies fo elevate, or raife up,and fomay very properly denote the top
or’ fummit of any mountain. Mot far from Nebo, was Beth-
peor, which very probably was {o called from fome deity of the
fame name, that wasworthipped there. Butof a!l thefe moun-
tains it muft be obferved, thatthough they arefaid tobein the
land .of Moab, yet they really ftood in the territories of Sihon,
king of the Amorites, however they retained their old names,
becaufe once they belonged to the Moabites; Numb. xxi. 26.

D> had
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A.M. had been furveying; and to prevent the danger of the
jf;f%;trfﬁ peoples - idolizing him when he was gone *, God hinfelf
1489, etc, took care to bury his body in f{o fecret a manner, in the
fromNumb. Jand of Moab, over againft Beth-peor, that the place of his
:;:‘o(“]’);};e * fepulchre was never yet difcovered,
teronomy.,  Lhus died * Mofes the illuftrious prophet and fer-

* This very reafon we have inR. Levi Ben. Gerfkom. *“ Fu-
¢ ture generations,’’ fayshe, ¢ might perhaps have madea god
<« of him, becaufe of the fame of his miracles: for do we not
«¢ {ee howfome of the Ifraeliteserred in the brazen ferpent which
«« Mofes made? And what then would they not have done, had
*¢ they but known where his remains were laid ! For this rea-
fon, very likely it was, that how much foever Mofes wasinlove
with Canzan, he did not defire to be carried thither to be buried
with his anceftors, as Jofeph did ; becaufe his interment in that
country might have proved of dangerous confequence, if in their
diltrefs (efpecially in the captivity of the land) the children of
Ifrael thould kave run to his fepulchre, -and begged of him to
pray for them, whofe prayers and interceflion, m their hehalf,

+  theyv had found in his lifetiine fo very prevalent; Patrick’s Com-
sentary on Dewt. xxxiv. 6. R

* But notwithftanding all this precantion of God, the Chrifti-
ans boalt, that they hawe difcovered the fepulchre, which has
been kept fecret for fo many ages. For, in the year 1655, fome
goats that were feparated from the reft of the flock, went to feed
in a certamn place in the mountain Nebo, and returned from
thence fo odoriferous and perfumed, that the fhepherds, afto-
nifhed at fo wonderful a prodigy, ran prefently to confult with
the patriarchof the Maronites, who fent thither tvvo menks from
mount Lebanon, and they difcovered a monument, on which was
thisinfeription, Silgfes, the fervant of the Lord,  But there is too
muych reafon to think that this is all a fition, on purpofe'to raife
the reputation of the Maronites; as Bafnage in his hiftory and
religion of the Jews has fufficiently proved, /ih. 4. cap. 17.

* Nothing can be plainer from thz text, than that Mofes did
die, and was rcally buried; nay, Joiepus tells us, that the Scrip-
ture affirms, that he died, left people thould think, becaufe of the
excellency of his perfon, that he was {till alive, and with God.
And yet notwithftanding this, fome of the Jewith doctors do pce
fitively affirm, that he was tranflated into heaven, where he
ftands and munifters before God : and of thofe who admit of his
death, and thathis foul and body were really feparated, the ma-
jor part will not allow, that he dieda common death ; fortheir
notion is, that bis foul departed «vith a kifs, bLecaufe he is faid to
die, al pi, at the mouth, (asitis literallyin the Hebrew, i.e. gc-
cording othe aword) of Ged ; but if there be any fenfe in the ex-
preflion, it muft be, that he parted with his foul with great
cheerfulnefs and ferenity of wind, Witfius's Mifeel. facra.

vant
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vant ¥ of God; and when the people of Ifrael came to un-
derftand that he was dead, with great folemnity- they la-
mented for him, for the fpace of thirty days.

The OBjECTION,

¢ WHoevcr wrote the character of Mofes, at the con-~

conclufion: of Deuteronomy, (for we can hardly
¢ prefume that it was Mofes himfelf), has not perhaps.tran-
“ {cended the truth, in calli ing him a prophet fuperiour to
¢ any that had then arofe in Ifracl, highly in favour- of
¢ God, and admitted to a nearer communion with bhim ;
“ but certainly he means to put a banter on our fadth
e when

* The commendation which the author of Ecclefiafticus gives
Mofes, is conceived in thefe words: ‘. Mofes was beloved
«¢ of God and men, and hismemorial is blefled, The Loord made
< him like to the glorious faints, and magnified him fo, thathis
«« enemies ftood in fear of him, and by his word he caufed the
* wonders to ceafe, and he made him glorious in the fight of
¢ kings, gave him ordinances for his people, and fhewed him
¢« part of his glory. He fanctified him in his faithfulnefs and
« meeknefs, and chofe himout of all men, Hemade him to hear
«¢ his voice, and brought him into the dark cloud, and gave him
¢« commandments before his face, even the law of life and
¢ knowledge, that he might teach Jacob his covenant, and If-
<« rael his judgments,” chap, xlv. 1. &c. Thecharaéter which
Jofephus gives him is to this effe& : ¢ He was a man of
«s admirable wifdom, and one that madethe beft ufe of whathe
<« underftood : An excellent fpeaker, and no man better fkitled it
<« moving the affe&ions of the people than himfelf: And fo great
¢« a mafter of his paffions, that he lived as though he had none,
¢¢ or as if he only knew them by their names, or by obferving
¢« themin others. Never wasthere a greater captain, nor a pro-
¢« pliet equal to him; for all his words were oracles.” Sotrueis
the chara&er which the facred writer has given of him. There
arefe not a prophet fince in Ifrael, like unto Mofes, avhom the
Lord knew face to face, in all the figns, and the wonders, which
the Lord fent him to 'do' in the land of Egypt, to Phataoh, and
to all bis fervants, and to all the land, -and in all that ngbty
band, and in all that great terror awhich Mofes fpewed in the

Sight of all "Ifrael, Deut, xxsiv. 1o, ere; ~ ¢“ Nor was he lefs
s famous to polterity for his WlltlIlO'S, ‘than_he was to the age
¢ he lived in for-his a&ions:” For befides the Pentateuch,
(which is all of his own compofition, except the conclufive
shapter), the ancients generally thought, that he was the author
of

A. M.
2515, ete.
Ant.Chrift.
7480, etc.
fromNumby
xviii. to the

' end of Deu-

teronomy.
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“ when he would perfuade us that a perfon an hundred

2515, &6 (¢ ang twenty years old (as Mofes was) could take a perfet

Ant. Chrif, c
1489, &,

¢ view of the land of Canaan (f), which extends from E-

fromNumb. ¢ gypt to Pheenicia, feventy leagues in length, and from
xviil totheee (o Mediteranean fea to the mountains of Libanus, at

end of Deu- .

teronomy.

¢ leaft thirty'leagues in breadth : Nor can we fee for what
¢ reafon (if fuch pains were taken to fhew him the pro-
« mifed land) God fhould be {o highly provcksd againit his
¢ fayourite fervant, as to feclyde him, when juft at the
 entrance of it, from taking poflefiien of it.
» ¢ But he did not do {o with Phineas, the priet whom
he fo highly extols, though his alt was certainly more
« rath’ and wunjultifiable, than-any we find recorded of
¢« Mofes, Zimri, we are told, was a prince of a chief boufe
among the Simeonites, gnd confequently was not account-
-able to Phineas for his behaviour. His behavioar, it is
¢ owned, was vile and profligate enough; but there then
were proper courts of judicature, wherein to implead
* him, and to bring him to condign punithment. The
¢¢ Levites were remarkable for flaying fome idolaters in
¢ another cafe, Exod. xxxii. 27. 28. but then they had a
¢ divine ¢commiflion for what they did ; but for any hot-
brained zealot, without any call frem God, or order
from his fuperiours, to take the fword, and to turn a-
venger to execute his wrath upon another perfon, that
¢ he thinks does ill ; this is invading the magifirates office,

¢
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"¢ with a witnefs, diffolving all civil order and govern-

‘¢ ment, encouraging murthers and aflaflinations, and what
‘¢ has been a fatal precedent to incite and abet the moft in-
human ations. - ' ‘ : :

¢« It cannot ‘be denied, indeed, but that God was very
“ kind to the Ifraelites, during their fojourning in a naked

"~

4

"~

of the book of Job, and of eleven Pfalms, which begin at the
ooth, and end with the 100th, as there were once other baoks,

{uch as his Leffer Genefis, the Revelation of Mofes, the Afcen-

fion of Mofes, the Aflumption of Mofes, and the myfteriousbooks
of Mofes, cited by fome ancient writers, which were likewife a~
feribed to him.. And though they have long fince loft their
authority, and been exploded as fpurious ; yet are they fiil an
argument of the greatnefs of his name, when fo many authors,
to recommend their own performances,. were {o ambitious: to
affume ity Fofephus’s Antig. lib.iv, c. 8.; and Calmer’s Diftionars,
under the word Mofes. .
(f) Lawmy’s Introduion, lib. i, c. 3.
' “ and
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*“ and barren wildernefs ; but Mofes feems to carry the A.-M.
¢ matter a little too far, when he tells them, (g) zhat their zs,‘ltséﬁfﬂ
“ raiment and fhoes waxed not old upon them, neither. did their 148, &c.
¢ feet fwell for forty years : Unlefs we can fuppofe, that fromNumb,
" God made their thoes of iron, and their coats of buﬂ';gi{gf%zgf
¢ enlarged their cloaths in proportion as they grew big- teronomy.
* ger, and wrought a perpetual miracle upon ¢very gar-
¢ ‘ment they wore, which is a little too much for our pre-
¢ fent digeftion. ' )
¢ When Balaam fpoke in commendation of the Ifrael-
¢ ites he certainly fpoke by a divine impulfe ; for he him-
¢ {felf never withed them well; and yet the compliment is
¢ not only extravagant, but quite.abhorrent to truth, when
he declares, (#) God bad not beheld iniquity in Facob, nor
¢ feen perverfenefs in Ifrael, though itis notorious that there
“ was not a more perverfe generation under the copes of
¢ heaven : a fff-necked jeople, and rebellious againft the
“ Lord, as both the Lord and his fervant Mofes calls
¢ them, :
¢« Nor is the account which Balaam gives us of him-
¢ felf lefs abfurd and contradi€tory, than what he tells us
¢ of the Hraelites : For when in that noted proem to his
< prophecy, he begins with (i) Balaam, the fon of Beor,
bhath [aid, who heardthe words of God, and faw the vifion of
“ the Almighty ; what can we imagine that he means by
¢ all this? Can’ any one f{uppofe, that God would ever
< communicate any revelation to fuch an impious wretch
“ as he was known to be? 'Or that the prince of Moab,
and all his council thould be fo far infatuated, as to
think that it lay in the power of any man (much lefs of
¢ {uch a profligate) to-do either good or evil to their e-
¢ nemies, and by the breath of his mouth, to alter the fate
¢ of war ?
¢ Mofes indeed may be fuppofed to have had fome
¢ portion of a divine fpirit refiding in him, and mighe
« therefore foretel the (£) coming of a prophet, raifed up
“ among his brethren, or defcended rom a Fewifh race,
¢ like unto himfelf, which neverthelefs might relate to Jo-
¢ fhua, or any other prophet, as well as the Mefiah.
¢ But that fo wicked a mifcreant as Balaam, fhould pro-
¢ phefy of our Saviour’s advent, (/) under the image of a
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(g) Deut.viii. 4. 5 and xxix. §. (5 ) Numb, xxiii. 22.
{i) Numb. xziv, 2, 4. (%) Deut. xviii, 15, (/) Numb. xxziv.
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A.M. « flar coming out of Facob, and a feeptre rifing out of

2575, &C. (¢
Ant. Chrift,

173
3489, &y
fromNumb. ¢¢
xviii, to the ¢¢
end of Deu- c
feronomy.
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Ifrael, is the moft incongruous thing in nature; and’
therefore, if there be a defignation of any perfon in the
words, it muft neceflarily refer us to fome fuch king as
David, who, in a literal fenfe, fmote the corners of Moab,

¢ and deftroyed the children of Seth.

¢« The truth is, the whole adventure of Balaam and his
afs is fo very romantic, that we do not well know what
to make of it. For, in the firft place, if God was a-
verfe to his going with the princes of Moab, why did h=

¢ permit him to go ? After fuch permiffion, why was Ais

anger kindled againft him for going? If he had been
minded to obftrué his journey, this certainly might have
‘been done in a much more eafy and compendious way,
that by giving himfelf the trouble to fend an angel ex-
prefs, and (m) to open the mouth of the dumb afs, to for-
bid the madnefs of the prophet,

¢ In poets, and other vifionary writers, we fometimes
read of dumb creatures fpeaking. The ram of Phrix-
us, the horfe of Achilles, the bull of Europa, &¢. are
inftances of this kind : But in fo grave and nfpired an
author as Mofes is reputed to be, and on fo trivial an
occafion as- this, it is the height of abfurdity to meet
with a loquacious afs ; and (what is the wonder of all) to
find Balaam not at all ftarted to hear her fpeak, but
immediately entering into difcourfe with her, as if they
had been old companions, and had held many a dialogue
together before.

¢ Balaam, in fhort, was an odd mixture of a man.
Here we find him endeavouring what he could to curfe
the people of God, and immediately profefling that he
would (n) take heed to [peak nothing, but what the Lord
JShould put into bis mouth ; for the wages of unrighteouf-
nefs, now betaking himfelf to diabolical inchantments,
and anon, in a devotional fit, fending up his prayer to
God, (0) Let me die the death of the righteous, and
let my laff end be like his. However, he was far from
obtaining his requeft ; for though one part of the hi-
ftory fays, that (p) he went and returned to his place, i. e.
his own houfe in Mefopotamia, upon the banks of Eu-
phrates ; yet we find in another, thar, together with five

() Numb. xxii. 28, ; and 2Pet.ii. 16. ('7) Numb, xxiii.
(o) Ver, 10. ( p) Numb. xxiv. 25,
o of
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“ of the Midianitith kings, (7) Balaam the fon of Beor was A. M.

¢ flain by the fword: So very inconfiftent is the account jf;f’é\;cnr
¢ which Mofes has given us of this wild inchanter. 148¢, &

¢ In recounting the manifold mercies of God, Mofes trom Num,
reminds the people, that (r) in the great and z‘errz!//e""gloft?)z&f
““ wildernefs, where they fojourned fo long, there were weronomy.
Jerpents and feorpions in abundance, fo that it is no ‘——
wonder at all that they were ftung with them ; the won-

¢ der is, how they came to efcape fo long, and how the

‘ image of a ferpent, which had done them fo. much

¢ harm, fhould cure them by intuition. Men generally

¢ abhor the fight even of the figure of any thing that

they have {uffered much by ; and therefore we cannot

“ bur conceive, that this brazen ferpent fixed upon a pole,

¢ muft have been a means to inflame, rather than allay

the poifon, which the living ones had infufed, in all

¢ perfons direéted to look up to it,

" But the mittake of proper means is not the ch[k
imputation that this parr ot the Mofaic hiftory throws

“ upon God. (s) God is merciful and gracious, long-fuf-

¢ fering, and abundant in mercy and truth, forgiving ini-

quity, tranfgrefion, and fin ; and yet herein is he repre-

*¢ {ented, not only as raving, and (¢) fwearing in his wrath,

“¢ but commanding the liraclites likewife to extirpate whole

¢ nations, who had never done them any injury; and in

¢ doing of this, to proceced with the utmoft barbarity, to

¢ {lay men, women, and children, whereof the h&, at

¢ leaft, (in hopes of their cuonverfion), might more pro-

¢ perly have been faved alive.

“ Again, God is the general father, and univerfal lo-

ver of mankind; for () he is no refpecier of perfons,

* but in every nation, be that feareth him, and worketh

““ righteoufnefs, is accepted with him ; and yet, as if the

¢ reft of mankind were mere reprobates, we find him

‘¢ enjoining the Ifraclites to live a {eclufe, unfociable life,

¢ to have no intercourfe with other nations; but to look

“ upon them with an cvil eye, and as if they were their

*“ enemies. Once more, God is a generous benefaétor :

What he does, he does freely, and without any by-

¢ ends ; what he gives, he gives cheerfully, and upbraid-

¢ eth not: and therefore we cannot reconcile it to thefe

¢ properties of his, that he fhould be fo frequently cafting
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(¢) Numb. xxxi. 8. (r) Deut. vili. 15.  (s) Exed xxxiv.
6, 7. (1) Dent. i 24. (z) AQsx. 34, 35.
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A. M. < his'people in the teeth with their former wretched con-
o ¢ dition, 1o inceflantly reminding them, (x) that zhey were
1439, etc. ¢ bondmen in Egypt, and that it was his hand, and ftretch-
from Num. ¢¢ ed.out arm, that delivered them. In a word, whatever
xoill 1o 1he ¢« argues vanity or infult, narrownefs of mind, or cruelty
teronomy. of "temper, can never belong to God; and therefore

¢ whatever politic reafons the Ifraelires might have for de-
<¢ populating whole nations, and making the land of Ca-
« naan their own, they could never receive this injunétion
¢ from the Fountain of all goodnefs : (y) Thou fbalt fmite
< them, and utterly deftroy them, and make no covenant
< qith them, nor have compaffion on them; (z) a command
¢ not only abhorrent to the nature of God, but inconfift-
¢« ent likewife with all thofe duties that men, as men, owe
¢ to one another.”
Anfwered,  But Philo and Jofephus are of opinion, that the account
by fhewing f Mofes’s death and burial, of the mourning which the
who the au~ . . - i . .
thor of the 1iraelites made for him, and of the character which, in the
laft chapter conclufion of Deuteronomy, we find recorded of him, was
22 Deutero- henned by Mofes himfelf, in confequence of the prefcience
iy was- which God was pleafed to communieate to him : And the
reafon (4) which Jofephus gives for his thus relating the
circumftances of his death beforchand, is, that the people,
out of the great veneration they had for his perfon, might
not imagine that he was tranflated. : : :
But fuppofe this account to have-been written after the
death of Mofes, by Jothua, Lleazar, or the feventy elders,
or, (as fome imagine) much later, by Samuel, or even by
Ezra himfelf, who, after the Babylonifh captivity, made a
revifal of the facred books; fuppofe it, I fay, to have been
written by any other hand whatever, yet this can no ways
affeé the authority of the reft of the Pentateuch, or imply
that Mofes was not the writer of ir, unlefs we will be {o
perverfe as to fay, that the addition of fome few lines, or
or even of a whole page, as an appendix to another man’s
book, makes the bookno longer his.

There is another opinion, which feems very confo-
nant both to reafon, and matter of fa&, and that is,
that the laft of the books of Mofecs, wiz. the book of Deu-

«
-

~

(%) ‘Deut. xvi, 12. () Deut. vii. 2. (2) Chriftianity
as old as the Creation, p. 273. {a) Jewith Hiltory, lib, 4.

c. 7.

teronomy,
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teronomy, ended with this prophetic blefling + upon the A.M.
twelve tribes. (8) Happy art thou, O lfrael! Whois like un-3515 5%
to thee, O people, frved by th: Lord? And that which 1430, etc.
makes now the lzit chapter of Deuteronomy, was formerly trom E‘Iutflf;-
the firit of Jofhua, but thence removed and adjoined to the  Dens
other by way of fupplement. ‘ teronomy.

Before the invention of {eCtions, and other divifions, v~
or {fo much as of paufes, and points of diftinction’; and
when fomzi-nes feveral books were connected together, and
followed each other upon the fame roll, (as the ancient
method of writing was), it is no hard matter to conceive,
how eafily the beginning of one book might be transferred
1o the end of another, and, in procefs of time, make that
be reputed the conclufion of Deuteronomy, which was
originally intended for the introduéticn to the book of
Jothua. Andif this be the cafe, it is no wonder, that we
meet with feveral paflages in this ineroduction, which were
in reality wrote by a later hand than Mofes. But then,
by whomfoever, or at what time foever, thefe paflages
were wrote, whether before or after the deftrudtion
of the firft temple, they can no ways invalidate the au-
thority of the other parts of the book of Deuteronomy,
to which imprudently, and by way of mifltake perhaps,
they came to be annexed: Nor can the canonicalnefs of
thefe very paflages be called in queftion; fince it is agreed
on all hands, that they were written by a perfon of a pro-
phetical {pirit, and had in all ages the fanétion of the great
{ynagogue.

But whoever was the author of this additional chapter No impoi-
in Deuteronomy, it cannot well be accounted an impofiible ﬁb“}ty\ in
thing for God to fhew Mofes the compafs of the land gﬁ;?ii::‘,
of Canaan, from the top of Mouni Nebo. The. Jews of the land
indeed have a notion, that God laid before him a map of of Ca..aan.
the whole country, and fhewed him thercin how every
part of it was fituate ; where each valley lay, each moun-.
tain ftood, each river ran, and for what remarkable pro-
duét each place was renowned : But if this had been all,
we cannot fee for what reafon Moiés was ordered to go
upon the higheft part of the mount, fince in the loweft

+ All the tribes are blefled, except the tribe of Simeon, and
his is included in what is {aid concerning Judah,
(b) Deut, xxxiil, 29,

E 2 rlalns
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A. M. plains of Moab, he niight have given him a demonftration-
orSepts of this kind every whit as well.
1489, @c. It was for fome purpofe therefore, that the facred hifto-
fromNumb, rian has informed as. that though Mofes was an hundred
f:;”o;‘f)zhe and twenty years old, yet bis cyes were not dim : And if
reronomy.  We fuppofe, that, upon this cccaficn, God firengthencd
them with a greater vigour than ordinary, to enable him
to take a larger profpeét of the country, fo that from this
eminence, he might fee Dan and mount Lebanon, to the
north ; the lake of Sodom and the city Zoar, to the fouth;
the Mediterranean-fea to the weft; and (as the town and
country of Jericho was juft at hand) he might eafily dif-
cern the land of Gilead to the north-eaft. This indeed
may be a compafs above the firetch of human fight; butif
God was pleafed to affift his vifive faculties a little, the
matter might eafily have been done: And accordingly (c)
fome of the Jewifh doltors have been wife enough in put-
ting together both the natural clearnefs of Mofes’s eyes,
and the additional firength which God, at this time, vouch-
fafed to give them: < “For God fhewed him, (fay they),
¢ the whole land, asin a garden-plot; and gave his eyes
¢« fuch power of contcmplatmn ir, from the beginning to
¢ the end, that he faw hills and dales, what was open,
¢ and what was inclofed, remote or nigh, at one fingle
*¢ view or intuition.”
Hisoffence, 'The Talmudifts have a very odd conceit, that the great
f}'}‘gu‘”:gfo {in for which Mofes was hindered from goinginto the land
mmf’na] as Of Canaan, was, becaufe he called the people of God (d)
to exclud e Rebels ; and from thence they have formed a maxim, that
é“;:a‘af:"m “ he who treats the church, which ought to be honoured,
) * ¢ with contempt, is, asif heblafphemed the nameof God.”
But, in oppofition to this, it fhould be confidered, that
Mofes, on this occafion, ufes the very fame language that
God himfelf does, when he bids him (e) lay up the rod of
Aarony as a foken againft the rebels ; and that if this was
the thing wherein he offended God he not long after
committed the fame thing, (“hxch he would hardly have
done, confidering already that it had coft him fo dear),
when he told the people plainly, (f) ye have been rebellious
againft the Lord, cver fince I knew you.
Several Chriftian, as well as ]emfh expofitors, think,
that the tranfgreflion of Mofes lay in {miting the rock

(c) Patrick’s Commentary, on Deut, xxxiv, (d) Numb,
xx. 10, (¢) Ibid. chap. zvii. 10. (/) Deut, ix. 24.
when
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when his inftruétions only were to fpeak to it; and for the A.M.
fupport' of this, they allege, that God is an abfolute fove- 25;'5&;?,‘%
reign, expeting "an abfolute obedience, and exating pu- 1435, &e.
nithment even of his greateft favourites, when they pretend from Num.
to vary from his commands, or to mix their own concep- :’:;";f.t?)éhe
V. . . . . JJeu-
tions wich his direttions : And that there was fome fuch ¢ ronomy.
prevarication in the conduct of Mofes and Aaron, feems to ~———
be implied in God’s remonftrance, which immediately fol-
lows ; (9) becaufe ye believed me not or (as it thould be
tranflatcd) becaufe ye were not fuithful to me, to (fanélify
and) glorify me in the eyes of the children of Ifrael ; therefore
ye fball not bring this congregation into the land which I have
given them.
It is granted indeed, that God ordered Mofes to take
his rod with him; and why fhould he take it, unlefs it were
to ftrikethe rock, as he had done before ! But the Ifrael-
ites perhaps began now to entertain a fuperftitious fancy
of the virtue of this rod, which had been the inftrument
of fo many miracles wrought before them ; and therefore
God was minded to give Mofes an opportunity of convin-
cing them of their folly, by making it appear, that neither
himfelf, nor Aaron, nor the rod, was of any importance ;
that he alone was the worker of miracles, which he was
able at any time to do, by a word’s fpeaking. ‘This had
been doing juftice to the honour of God, but inftead of
this Mofes fpake and aéted (5) unadvifedly, i. ¢. hefpake and
acted of himfelf, and what he had no commifiion to do,
and thereby gave the Ifraelites an opportunity to imagine,
that the fupply of water might come from him, from his
power and ability to procure it. The truth is, the di-
vine writers, who have touched upon this hiftory, have
made mention of two defaults in Mofes, viz. his impa-
tience and his infidelity ; and therefore we may fuppofe,
that (the water now ceafing at the time, () when his fifter
Miriam died) he was exceedingly troubled on both thefe
accounts : that unexpedtedly aflaulted by the people, who
ought to have paid him more reverence, efpecially in a
time of mourning, he fell into a'greater commotion of an-
ger and indignation, than was ufual in him ; and that this
anger gave fuch a difturbance to his mind, and fo diforder-
ed his thoughts, that when God bad him take bis rod, and
g0, and fpeak to the rock, he fell into fome doubr, whe-
ther the divine goodnefs would grant the people the fame

(¢) Numb. xx. 12. (b) Pfal. cvi. 33, (i) Numb, xx. 1.
favour
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A.M.  favour he had done before ; that therefore he firiick the
aduieh vock with diffidence, believing it improbable, that fuch
1489, &c. worthlefs and rebellious wretches fhould deferve a miracle,
from Num. apd that the water not iffuing out at the firft firoke, his
2;3‘();‘1’)0};“_ diffidence increafed into unbelief, and a fettled perfuafion
teronomy. that they fhould have none at all.
=== There is one conjeéture more of a very learned (£) man,

which [ fhall but juft mention, viz. that Mofes began to
diftruft God’s providence of entering into the land of Ca-
naan at the end of forty years, and to imagine, that if he
brought water again out of the rock, it muft follow them
as long as the other had done, and engage them again in
the like wanderings; and therefore the comment which he
makes upon Mofes’s words is this: “ What, ye re-
“ bels, muft we bring water out of the rock, as we did at
¢ Horeb ? Are all our hopes and expectarions of getting
¢ out of the wildernefs come to this? We never fetched
« water out of the rock but once, and that was, becaule
¢ we were to ftay a long time in the wildernefs; and muft
“ we begin our abode here again, when we thought wehad
¢ attained to the end of our travels ?” And with that he
fmote the rock in a paflion twice ; whereas God had com-
manded him only to fpeak to it. Butwhichfoever of thefe
conjectures we are inclined to think moft plaufible, there
are few writers who are not difpofed to extenuate the fault
of Mofes, as not deferving fo fevere a punithment, had
not God, in pafling the fentence of exclufion upon him,
confidered the eminence and dignity of a perfon in his fta-
tion, in whom a tranfgreflion of any kind could not butbe
far more gricvous and inexcufable, than in an ordinary
man.

For this reafon we may obferve, that when Mofes has
related the wickednefs and punifhinent of Zimri, he takes
care to inform us (/) of his family, his titles, and his high
ftation in life. He was the prince of a tribe, the head of
thoufands in Ifrael, and one of the renowned men of the
congregation. In this capacity he had a right to be an af-
feflor with Mofes and Aaron, and the other rulers in the
governiment of the people; and confequently could not re-
gularly be brought under the fentence of thofe judges who
were inferior to him. "This he knew full well ; and there-
fore, in defiance of the laws, and in contempt of all autho-

(8) Lightfoo’s Chronica, temp. (/) Numb, xxv. 1,.

sity,
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vity, (m) while the children of Ifrael were weeping beforethe A. M.
door of; the congregation in the fight of Mofes, and in the fight 25;5’0115?:;'
of allthe people, he brought a Midianitifb woman inte his tent. 143, &e.
Mofes had ordered the (n) judges to flay every one his men from Num.
that were joined to Baal-peor ; but we hear of none that were ¥/ (2 the
. . . . . nd of Deu~
punithed for this wickednefs, except this Zimri, and thofe tcronomy.
that afterwards died in the plague : The tranfgreffion was ‘“——"
become t00 univerfal to be corre&ted by a judiciary pro-
ceeding, and the example of {o leading a man was enough
to bear all down before it, and make the infection fpread.
God had already ordered, that the perfons who committed
this great offence fhould (¢) be punifhed in a very exempla-
ry manner : In regard to God therefore, Zimri was under
fentence of condemnation, and as his guilt was too glaring
and notorious to meed conviction, and the judges were
found timorous and remifs in the execution of their office,
there was certainly wanting, on this important occafion,
a proper perfon to fupply their place.
Now, that the aét of Phineas in {laying Zimri was not
the effe¢t of zeal, and warm refentment only, but of a di-
vine impulfe and inftigation fo to do, I thiak is evident
from the teftimony of God himfelf, when he declares to
Mofes, that Phineas, by the death of Zimri, (p) had made
an atonement for the children of Ifrael. For what atonement
could he pretend to make, unlefs God had appointed him?
(q) no man taketh'this honour upon himfelf, neither can any
one perform this office to good purpofe, but he thut was
called of God, as was Aaron. And therefore there is no
propriety in the}words, unlefs we {uppoic, that God or-
dered Phincas to make a propitiatory facrifice of the blood
of the offenders; and for the confirmation of this, we
find God requiring of Mofes to {ay to the people, () Be-
bold T give unto him my covenant of peace; or (us it fhould
more truly be rendered) behold it was I who gave vnto him
my covenant of peace : The intent of which declaration is
inform the congregation, that Phineashad notdonc a rzth
altion out of his own mere motion and warmneis of heart,
but that he had the immediate diretion and appointment
of God for what he did ; that God had made a previous
covenant with him to that purpofe ; and given him pok-
tive affurance, that upon the death of Zimri and Coibi,

(m) Ver. 6. (n) Ver. 5. (o) Ver, 2. (p) Ver. 13.
(g) Heb. v, 4. () Numb, xxv. 12.

flain
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A.M. f{lain by his hands, the wickedne{s that had been commit-
s ¢ ted in the camp fhould be forgiven. And therefore we
nt,Chrift. N o" " .
1489, @e. find God efpouting the deed, and in a kind of exultation,
from Num. declaring (s) Phineas, the fon of Elcazar, the fon of Aaron
xvili. 0 he 1), wrjoft, in being thus zealous for my fake, hath turned
end of Dcut . .. ~
reranomy. Away my wrath from the children of Ifrael. In this view of
~—v— the fact all is clear ; nor can this example lay any founda-
tion for a dangerous imitation, becaufe it will in no wife
prove, that an illegal adtion, though proceeding from a
moft upright heart, zealoufly affedted in a good thing, is
ever to be juftified, unlefs God, by an exprefs and well-
attefted revelation from heaven, declares his patronage and
acceptance of it.
}" ‘ﬁh;t .. The Jews, who love to magnify miracles, fometimes
,j’;u:e‘s‘,.aij beyond their proper bounds, have a current tradition, thae
mentswax- the cloaths grew bigger according as the children them-
cinot old. felves increafed in bulk and ftature : But there is no occa-
fion for any fuch fuppofition as this ; fince the younger, in
their proper degrees, might fucceed to the veftments of
the elder, and the miracle ftill remain worderful enough,
that God fhould preferve thefe veftments from decaying,
or their feet, by fo long travelling in hot and ftony places,
from {welling, or being callous (as fome tranflate it) for
the fpace of forty years. Some indeed will have the phrafe
to denote, that their feet were not {enfible of any uneafi-
nefs or fatigue, through the whole vaft length of their
journey ; but this conftrution is plainly repugnant (#) to
the Scripture-account we have of their travels ; and there-
fore the eafier interpretation will be, if by way of metony-
my, we take the fhoe for the foot, and fo make the latter
agree with the former part of the verfe, and bring the
whole to this meaning, viz. ¢ that as their cloaths, which
‘¢ ‘covered the whole body, did not become ufelefs through
“ age ; {o neither did their fhoes decay, or burft, or grow
¢« out of fhape, (for in all thefe fenfes may the original
¢ word be taken), though they were engaged in fo tedious
¢¢ a march.” ‘

It is to be obferved however, that the Hebrews wanted
neither flocks nor herds in the wildernefs ; and the
hangings, and other works belonging to the tabernacle
fufficiently fhow, that they were no ftrangers to the art of
weaving. Burt fuppofing they did not manufaéture their
own cloaths, they might however purchafe them from the

{s} Ver. 11. () Vid, Deut, viil, 5.; and xxix. 3.
Arabian,
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Arabians, and other neighbouring nations, and could A. M.
therefore be under no want of a fufficient fupply of this if;fbffi‘ﬁ'
kind of neceflaries. And from thefe confiderations (u) 1,89, &c.
a learned commentator concludes, that the fenfe of the from Num.
words, thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, muft be :r‘)’:“;f“l’)‘eﬁ‘f
That in the deferts of Arabia, the Ifraelites had fo great a eronomy,
plenty of cloaths, and fo many changes of raiment, that ~~———
they were under no more neceflity to wear them tattered,

or thread-bare, than if they had lived in one of the moft
plentiful, rich, and cloth-working countries. And thy

teet did not {fwell, or grow callous, as poor people’s feet

are wont todo, when the foals of their thoes are worn out,

and they forced to tread upon the hard ground ; for fo it

is explained in another place, (x) thy fboe did not wax old

upon thy feot, i. e. thy poverty did not oblige thee to wear

thy fhoes (as poor people do) till they were old, and grown

fo very thin, that in hard and ftony ways they hurt thy

feet, and made them fwell. Poverty, we know, neceflarily
occafions a meannefs of apparel; but men of large for-

tunes have a variety of fuits, and commonly cait their

cloaths off before they are too far worn: and in like man-

ner the hiftorian’s defign is (in this inftance of raiment) to
fignify to us, that the Hraelites, while they abode in a bar-

ren wildernefs, lived like men of affluence; () for the Lord

their God was with them, (as he tells us elfewhere), and

zhey lacked nothing.

But how well toevei God might provide for the Ifrael- The mean-
ites in this, and all other inftances of his paternal carc,;:éffgg?n‘_
yet we cannot think, with fome predeftinarians, that like ,'qu{q% in
4n over-fond parent, he was blind to their faults. 'The jacob.
word Aven, which we wanflate iniguity, and the word 4-
mal, which we render perverfenefs, do both very frequently
fignify in Scripture the higheft kind of wickednefs, 7. ¢,
idolatry 3 and {o the reafon which Balaam afligns, why God
had blefled the Hraelites, and would not curfe them, is,
that they had not as yetincurred the fin of idolatry. Some
private men might perhaps be guilty of it, butit was not
yet become national and epidemical ; nor were there any
hopes that God wouyld ever delivér them into the power of
their enemies, unlels, fome way or other, they thould be
fedvced into that fin ; and therefore Balaam advifed the

(x ) Le Clerc’s Comment, in Deut. viil, 4. (x ) Deut, xxix. 5.
(y) Dear. w7,

' Vou. L F prince
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A. M. orince of Moab, by the allurcments of fome beautiful wo-
2 i, men, to entice them into ir, as the likelielt way to deprive
4433, &c. them of the divine protection.
fromNumb.  Otliers take the words in 2 common fenfe, to denote
’;‘d’o:}):euz or wickednefs in general ; but then, by the word fee, or
teronomy. bchold, they underftand fuch an obfervation of this wic-
= kednefs, as marks it out for punithment. According to

this obfervation, they make the meaning of the phrafe to-
be, that ¢ though the Ifraclites were confefledly guilty of
“ many great crimes, yet fince they were not univerfally
“ {o, God would have more regard to his own promifes,
¢ than to the fins of fome particulars ; becaufe heis a God
« of perfeét veracity, and the unbelief and impiety of ill
< men fhall not have force enough with him to recal and
¢« annul his promifes to the good.” ‘

‘There is another fignification of the word, which we
render behold, and that is, to lok upon with pleafure and
approbation : and (z) therefore, as the particle Beth does
frequently fignify againft, as well as iz, (and (a) fo occurs
in feveral parts of Scripture), the fenfe of the words will
naturally run thus, God does not approve of any wicked de-
Sfigns or praflices againft - Facoh ; tor the words which we
render iniguity and perverfenefs, do equally fignify cutrage
or oppreffion, deceit, or machinations of any kind, which
God declares he would not fuffer to be attempted againft
his people. And therefore Balaam, upon a review of the
many bleflings and deliverances which God had vouchfa-
fed them, breaks out into this refleftion, and therewitls
eoncludes his prophetic fpeech : (8) Behold, the people fhall
rife up as a great lion, and lift up himfelf as a young lion ; he
Shall not lie down, until he eat of the prey, and drink of the
blsod. s )

Thus, in what fenfe foever we take the words, whether
as relating to idolatry, of which the Ifraelites, in the main,
were not at that time guilty ;. or to wickednefs in general,
which God’s promifes to the forefathers reftrained him
from punifhing, though they might be guilty ; or to the
evil defigns and practices againft his people, which his ju-
ftice and goodnefs both obliged him to difapprove ; we
fhall have no reafon to accufe him of a blind partiality to-

(z) An Eflay towards a new verfion of the Scripture, * ()
I'id. Exod. xiv. 23 xx. 16.; Numb, xii. 1.— xxiii, 23. ef
alibi, (£) Numb, xxiii. 24.

wards
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wards them, but much, very much, to cry out with the A M.
infpired writers, (c) Righteous art thou, O Lord, andiruecis Zmics’(,hn(*
thy judgment ; (d) with the holy, thou fbalt be holy s wnd Wwith (439, xc.
the upright man thou fhalt be perfect ; for the Lord kncweth from Nuf‘?-
who are his, and can righty dittingnith between thofe that’, “d‘ of“;)twf
Jerve him, and-thofe that ferve him not. ‘teronomy.
Of the number of thofe whq, ferved not God, Balaam EAT«\T—J
was certainly one; and yet we have reafou to pxefu‘ne thitt (aracier,
he neverthelefs was a real prophet. The Jews indeed arcand that he
generally of opinion, that he was a bufy and pretending w-s 2real
prophet.

aftrologer, who, obferving when men where under a bad

afpe&t of the ftars, pronounced a curfe upon them'’s which
mePtunes coming to pafs, gained him, in fome ncwhhom -

ing nations, a reputation-in his way. Several of the 2n-

cient fathers fuppofe him to be no more than a ¢ommon
fouthfayer, (for fo he (¢) is called), who undertock to

foretel future events,” and -difcover decrets, &e. but by nof

good and juftifiable arts. Origen will needs have i, that’

he was no prophet, but only one of the devil’s forcer ers ;

and that of him he went to inquire ; but God was pleafed

to prevent him, and * to pur what anfwers he pleafed into

his mouth. It cannot be denied, ho.veve*, but that ( /) the
Scripture exprefsly-calls him a prophet; and therefore fome

later writers have imagined, that gc had been once a good

man, and a true prophet, till loving the wages of iniquity,

and proftituting the honour of his office to covetoufnefs,

he apoftatized from God, and. betaking himfelf w0 ilola-

trous practices; fell under the delufion of the dewil, of

whom he learnt o]l his magical inchactments; though at

this Jun&ure, when the prefervation of his people was con-

cerned, it might confift with Geod’s wifdom to AppEAr o

him, and vouch{afe his revelations.

(¢) Pfal. exix. 137.  (4) Pfal. xviii. 25, (¢) Numb. xxii. 5.
and Joth. xiii. 22.

* Tio this puxpo('e Philo, in his life of Mofes, brings in an
angel difcourfing vith Balaam to this effeét. ¢ It will be in
*+ vain for you to.contend, for], without your privity or know-
¢ ledge, -wil} guide the organs of your mouth, and make ycu

¢ {peak what upon this occafion-is fit and proper. I willdirect
¢ your {fpeech, and caufe yqu to utter prophecies, tho’ you
¢ know nothing of thematter.” Several paflages to the famne
purpofe are likewife to be foundin Jolephus, (Antig. lib, iv,
¢, %), tho’ there is no foundgrion for them in what Jicfes tells
us concerning thefe adventures of Baluam.

(/) 2 Per,ii, 16. 7

j O3 Bdaam
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A.M.  Balaam indeed was a man of no great probity, and might
"X;é’cgffr;&' by profeffion be a diviner ; bu, by the free accefs he had
1489, &c. to God, it feems to be apparent, that he was no commen
fromNumb. {orcerer, or prophet of thie devil : for did ever any force-
:Zfi"(',ft‘f);ﬁf rer addrefs his prayers to the fupreme God, and receive
teronomy. anfwers and inftructions from him? Did ever any forcerer
= prefcribe a law to himfelf, to fay nothing lefs or more than
what the Spirit of God fhould di¢tate ? The fpirit of God,

when did it ever come upon an enchanter ? Or was it ever

known, than an oracle, upon a remote event, and what

God alone was capable of revealing, fhould be declared by

a mere magician? ,

‘When God was pleafed to give anfwers to his inquiries,

to make his angel appear to him, and to put the word of
prophecy in his mouth, on all thefe occafions, we find him
exprefling no furprife at all, as if he had been perfectly

well acquainted with thefe feveral ways of divine commu-

nication ; and therefore, bad as he was, and a {lave to his
-paflions, he muft neverthelefs be deemed a true prophet of

‘God.' The only fufpicious paffage in his condu&, is his

having recourfe to enchantments ; for (g) what concord

hath God with Belial ? Or what fervice could he poffibly

promife himfelf by making ufe of thefe ? But to this it may

be replied, that (4) the arts of magicians, and their incan-

tations to procure oracles and prodigies, were, by the

greateft philofophers of thefe times, keld in great venera-

tion, and by them reputed to be true. Though therefore

this Balaam was really a prophet, yet as 2 man of learning,

he might not be a ftranger to the theory of what human

{cience, and the then repuied natural knowledge had ad-

vanced upon thefe fubjeéts : And as Saul, though he had

before, (i) put away thofe that had familiar fpirits, and the

wizards out of the land ; was yet induced, when the Lord
anfwered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by
prophets, to go to a woman that had a familiar [pirit, and in-

quire of her; {o Balaam, finding nothing but a full difap-
pointment in aH his views, in the feveral revelations which

God was pleafed to make to him, and being warmly in-

clined to purchafe (if he might with any colour be

able to do it) the advancement which Balak had of-

fered him, was tempted to try what might be the e-

vent, if he ufed fome of the arts which moft learned

(g) 2 Cor, vi. 15. (4) Shuckford’s Connelion, vol. 3.
lib, 12, ({) Sam, xxvii. 3. &, ‘
naticns
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nations held in the higheft repute, and efteemed to be of A. M.
the greateft efficacy : He tried, but found (k) no inchantment 35155 o
againft Facch, nor any divination againft [rael. 1439, etc.
To ¢nter therefore into the character of this true pro- fronNumb.
phet and inchanter both, we muft obferve, 1ft, That be- ::,3‘(‘»(%:25
fore the giving of the law, and the conqueft of the promii- teronomy.
ed land, there were other true + worfhipers of God, be- "o
fides the defcendents of Abraham, difperfed over the face nefs of his
of the earth. 2dly, That this worfhip of God + was fre- charadter
quently mixed with fuperftition and idolatry, even among 23;‘:‘;23;;
them who profefled to adore that one God of heaven and ¢4 for,
earth. 3dly, That this odions mixture did not hinder God
+ from revealing himfeif to thole who pradlifed fuch a
monftrous and motley religion. - 4thly, Thar fupernatural
gifts in general, and thofe of prophecy in particular, though
they ¢nlightened the minds of the prophets, yet, * many
times did not fantify their hearts ang affe(tions. And,
sthly, That the greatelt wegknefs or wickednefs of pro-
phets, never went fo far, as to make them pronounce ora-
cles contrary to what was di&ated to them by the Spiric of
God: (/) If Balak weuld give me his houfe full of filver
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord, to do ei-
ther good or bad of my own mind, but what the Lord faith,
that muft I fpeak, '
It is not to be queftioned therefore, but that Balaam
was confcious of his own infpiration, and did knowingly
obey the divine will; bui ftill he could have withed, for
Balak’s fake, as well as his own, that he might have been
permitted to pronounce difizrent things, to what he did;
even as the prophets of Ifrael, in future ages, when or-
dered to denounce judgments againft the people, would
have defired liberty, no doubr, to prophecy things of a
more grateful relifh ; but as they could not have that per-

(4 ) Numb. xxiii. 23. :

+ Thus Job and his friends dwelt in Arabia; Jathro and
his pofterity in the country of Midian; and Abraham’s abode
in Mefopotamia (where Balaam lived) mightleave behind him
fome profelytes to the true religion.

+ The Teraphim of Laban proves this.

+ Abimelech and Nebuchaduezzar are inftances of this;
Gen. zxvi. ; and Dan, ii. 1.

* For fo we read, the heads of God's people judge for re-
award, and the priefls thereof judze for bire, and tle prophetsiilere-
of divine for money, Micali fit. 11, '

(/) Numb. x:ii. 38. )
mifiion,
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A.M.  miffion, they obeyed, (though with fome relutancy), and
2515 & . when they came to the point, did neverthelefs pronounce
1429, &c. boldly what théy were ordered to promulge.
fromNumb. - And this, by the way, will, in fome meafure, account
:Xg‘oft?):'f for the mixture in Balaam’s behaviour, viz. his feeking
teronomy, fOr inchantments in one minute, and falling into a fit of
“———devotion in the next. For, befides that the words which

he utters upon this occafion, are not properly his own, but
“infufed into him by the Spirit of God, and for which,
confequently, he is not refponfible, to hear a wicked man
fometimes come out with a pious with, or holy ejacula-
tion, ¢an be no incongruous thing at’all. (m) The cha-
rater of virtue is {o very beautiful, its end is fo comfort-
able, and the odour of its memory’ fo {weet, that even
wicked men cannot fee and hear it, without fecretly pres
ferring it, and inwardly fighing for it, and wifhing at leaf}
that it were their own : And therefore it is no wonder,
that even Balaam, under fome fudden compun&ion of
mind, or conviction of the amiablenefs and happy eftate of
virtue, both here and hereafter, thould defire to” die the
righteous man’s death. But there is fomething more to
be faid for Balaam in this refpeét, than for other wicked
men ; and that is, the bufinefs he was now about. The
Wnole feries of his behaviour indeed fhews him to be a vain,
oftentatious man. By the preamble to his prophecies,
{(7) Balaam, the fon of Beor, hath faid, and the man whofe
eyes are open, wha knew the knowledge of the ]l[aﬂ Hzoly
and faw the wvifion of the A’/nzzobtv, hath faid, &c. He
would make us believe, that he was a man of no frnall
confideration, vaftly familiar with God, and * quite fu-
periour to the little pretenders of his age; and as we may
tarther obferve, that in all his intercourfe with Balak,
he never pretended to confult any but God, we cannot but
think, that to feem to bz in eaineft about the matier,
and now and then drop a religious fentence, was no more
than whit became the bulinefs he was upon, and the cha-
rater he thought proper to affume, even fuppofing the

(7} Yonng's fermons, vol. i () Numb. xxiv. 15, 16,

% The ]emfa em T'lrwum p1raphmfes Balaam’s words in
a manner that thews his o‘tcntltloufnefs The man faid, awhe
was hoivsured above bis hrothrer, to avhom that awas revealed,
suhich avor bidden fron: all abe f*rf";‘ff; ; Patrick’s Commentary,
en Mumb. xxiv. 3.

words
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words to have been of his own invention, which (as we A.M.
{aid before) were of divine infpiration. WS
Of all the prophecies which God at this time delivered 1484, etc.
from the mouth of Balaam, there is one of a2 more emi- from Num.
nent and peculiar nature : (o) 7 fball fee himbut not now ,:;3;;;’)216
I [ball behold him but not nigh : There fldll come a flar ouf teronomy.
of Facch, and a fceptre fball arife oyt of Ifracl, and /ballm
fmite the corners of Moab, and dq/Zzloy all the children of cation of
Seth.  All opinions agree in this, that Balaam here {peaksbis famous
of a king and conqueror ; and perhaps in calling him a?rphecy:
ftar,” he accommodates himfelf to the long-eftablithed
notion, * that the appearance of comets denoted either the
exaltation or deftrution of kingdoms: But the great que-
ftion is, of what king or conqueror is it that he fpeaks ?
(p) Seme have applied the prophecy entirely to David,
the moft illuftrious of the Jewifh monarchs, who extend-
ed his conquefts far and wide. (g) Others have applied
it as entirely to the Mefliah, fuppofing that the metaphor
of a ftar cowmports better with him, and his celefiial ori-
gin, than with David ; and that the main firokes of the
prophecy refemble an heavenly, more than an earthly con-
queror.  The matter however may be comprifed, if
we will but allow (r) of a learned man’s obfervation, wiz.
that the moft remarkable prophecies in the Old Teftament
bear ufually a two-fold fenfe ; one relating to the times be-
fore the Meffiah, and the other, cither fulfilled in the per-
fon of the Meffiah, or in the members of his body, the

church, of which kind we may juftly efteem the prece-

{(¢) Numb. xxiv, 17. ‘

* Jultin, in his hiftory, {peaking of Mithridates, tells us,
that in the feveral years of his birth and acceffion to his king-
dom, a comet thone with fuch luftre, as if the wkole heavens
had been a-fire; lib. 37. ¢, 2. Lucan, in the defcription which
he gives us of the civil wars of Rome, among the feveral
prodigies which were feen both on earth aund in heaven, rec-
kons up this :

Crinemque timendi ‘

Sideris, et terris mutantem regna cometem,  Lib. 1,
And Diodorus Siculus delivers it as a do@rine current among
the Chaldeans, that the rifing of comets is either beneficial or
hurtful, not only to nations and fates, but even to kings them-
felves, and fometimes to private perfons; /ib. 2. p, 116.

(p) Le Clerc’s Commentary, on Numb. xxiv. (g) Patrick’s
Commentary, ibid, (r) Gretivs in Matth, i, 22,

ding
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A. M. ding prophecy. For though its primary afpeét may be to-
;iff&:ifh' wards David, yet whoever confiders it attentively {hall per-
1480, &e. ceivé, that its ideas are too full to extend no farther, and
fromNumb. mu (t therefore, in a fecondary and more exalted fenfe, re-
:::;;;‘I’)Zﬁffer us to Chrift, whofe kingdom ruleth over all, and to whom
teronomy. all things are put in fubjection under its feef.

———— In this {enfe the gencrality of Jews, as well as Chriftians,
have all along underftood it ; and it is no improbable con-
jelture, ( * whatever fome may think of it) that by the
ftrength of this prophecy, kept upon record among the

‘ oriental archizves, the magi of that country, at our Sa-
viour’s nativity, were direted to Jerufalem, and inquired,
(5) Where is the king of the Fews, for we have feen his flar
in the ez ? And, upon a farther fuppolition, that thefe
very magi were defcended from Balaam in a diret line, he
might then, with propriety enough, pronounce of the
Mefliah, I fball fee him, i. e. {:e him in my pofterity, but
not now 3 1 Thall bebold hir, but not near. i

Andthat of The promife or predi¢tion which God orders Mofes to

Moles.  make to the Iraclites, > this, (t) I will raife them up a

" prophet, from among their brethren, like unto thee, and
will put my words in his mouth, and he fball fpeak unto
them all that I command hinn. Now, in order to difcover
wherein the fimilitude between Mofes and this prophet was
to confift, we mult inquire into the particulars that dif-
ftinguifbed Mofes from the reft of the prophets; and
accordingly we find God himfclf, upon a fmall fedition
that Aaron and his fifter were engaged in againft him,
making this declaration in his favour: (#) If there be a
prophet among you, I the Lord will make myfelf known
unto him in a wvifion, and will [peak unto him in a dream ;
but my fervant Mofes is not fo, who is faithful in all bis
houfe, with him will [ fpeak mouth ts mouth, even appa-
rently, and not in dirt fpeeches: Arnd what he means by’
fpeaking apparently, we find explained, when we are told,
that (x) the Lord j[pake to [ilofes face to fuce, as a man
Jpeaketh to his friend. This was the difiinguithing cha-
raéter of Moles, and in this particular neither Jothua, nor
any of the fucceeding prophets could pretend to be like un-
to him. ‘Lhey never faw Gods glorious prefence, nor

* Witfius, inhis Mifcel. facra, li», 1. 16. feems to explode
this conjecture of Origen’s, but no upca fufficient grounds.
(s) Matth, ii. 2. () Deut. xviii. 18. («) Numb. xii, 6.
¢c. (x) Exod, xxsiii, 11.
eard
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heard him f{peak diftin&tly. He did not converfe familiarly A. M.

with them, bnt whatever he had to communicate, he did %5 5 o
it by way of vifions, or dreams, or fome dark and enigma- 1489, &c.
tical expreflions. from Num,

(y) Theyindeed had no fpecial commiffion, no new in- :;3“(;;;33
ftitutes of religion to publith, nor had they ufually any ex- teroncmy.
traordinary credentials to produce. Their bufinefs, in thort, ~—
was, to explain and inculcate the law which Mofes gave,
and even in this it is hardly fuppefecable, that they were al-
ways infallibly directed, becaufe it is faid of feveral of
them, that (z) 2hey erred in vifion, and flumbled in judge-
ment. So that with no propriety can it be affirmed of
them that zhey were like Mofes, much lefs can that addi-
tional charater belong to them, 7 will put my words in hbis
mouth, and he fhall [peak unto them all that I fhall command
bim, which certainly implies an extraordinary commiffion
to publith fomething that was not revealed before.

But now, when it is faid of the blefled Jefus, that he
was (a) a teacher fent from God, for that no man could do
the miracles which he did, except God were with him; that
he came (4) to declare God, or (what is all one) to reveal
a new religion, (c¢) which was confirmed by figns, and migh-
ty wonders ; and to qualify him for this, that he (d) was
Jrom the beginning with Goj: and, (¢) is in the bofim of the
Father : When it is exprefsly faid, that heis (f) the me-
diator of a new covendnt in his blood, for the redemption of
the tranfgreffions of the former covenant ; and (g) as Mofes
was faithful in all bis houfe, as a_fervant, for a teftiino-
ny of thofe things which were to be fpoken after 5 fo be, as a
Jon, was faithful to him that appointed him, and was count-
ed worthy of more glory than Mofes, in as much as ke, who
bath built the boufe, hath more honeur, ihan the houfe : When
all this, I fay, is affirmed and verified of Chrift, it is mia-
nifeft, that the great lines of the prophetical defcription
we are now confidering, in their true and primary fenfe,
meet only in him, who is the exprefs image of his Father,
(b) in whom are hid all the treafures of wifdom, and know-
ledge. But to return to Balaam.

('y) Syke’s Effay upon the truth of the Chrifian religion.
(z) 10 xxviii. 4. (a) Johniii.2. (5)Jobni.18. (¢) A&s
‘il 22, (d) Jobhni.2.  (e) Ver. 18,  (f)}Heb. viii. 6.
(g) Heb. ili. 2. efe.  (4) Col. ii, 3,

Vor. 1IL G Whatever
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A M. ‘Whatever opinion we may have of the matter, it is cer-
iﬁé'cﬁfgﬂ tain, that fome of the wifeft nations among the Heathens
3489, etc. had a great conception-of the power of their prophets, and
from Num. thought that they were perfons in high favour and efteem
»vidl- tothe with their gods, who were always inclinable to liften to,

nd of Deu- . a . PP . o 7
ternomy, and ratify either their benedi€tions or execrations, * The
Bkt oo, imprecations of thefe men (as (i) Plutarch informs us)
fignin fend- Were by the Romans held fo very efficacious, that whoever
ing for Ba- was under them, could not poflibly efcape ; and therefore
Jaurm. we need not wonder, that, in conformity to this cuftom,

we find Balak fending for Balaam to come and curfe the
Ifracelites for him, fince it was his {ettled perfuafion, (&) that

he whom he bleffed, was bleffed, and he whom he curfed, was

curfed, _ - S

Balaams . Dut though Balak adted according to the prevailing pre-
'“,;Ckedne&sjudlce of that age'in fend;ug for Balaam, yet God had
God’s anger fufficient reafon to be angry with him for going. He had
i_‘i&f;ii“t once confulied God abour curfing the people of Ifrael, and
permiting D1ad received a very full and peremptory anfwer, forbidding
bimt go. him to go about it: Thou fbalt not curfe the people, for
thoy are bleffed, 'This reafon however he kept to himfelf ;

for had he communicated it to the ambafladors at firft, in

- all probability, they would not have importuned him a-

new to go: But his covetoufnefs urged him on, and the rich

* The Romans were of opinion, that by a certain form of
imprecation, they could demolifh towns, and defeat whole armies
of their enemies ; and what the ufual form for this purpofe was,
‘Macrobis has taken care to leave us in thefe words.  Dis
‘¢ pater, five Jovis mavis, five quo alio nomine fas eft nomi-
““ nare, ut omnem illum urbem, exercitumque, quem ego me
¢ fentiodicere, fugd, formidine, terrore, compleatis ; quique ad-
““* verfuslegiones, exercitumque noftrum, arma, telaque ferunt,
¢ uti vos eos exercitus, eos hoftes, eofque homines, urbes, agrof-

_““ que eorum, et quiin illis locis, regionibus, agris, urbibufque
‘¢ habitant, abducatis, lumine fupremo privetis: Exercitibuf~
" ““ que holtium, urbes, agrofque eorum, quos me fentio dieere,
“ uti vos eas urbes, agrofque, capita, ztate{que eorum devo--
¢¢ tas, confecratafque habeatis, illis legibus, quibus quandoque
*¢ funt maxime hoftes’ devoti : Eofque ego vicarios, pro me,
*¢ fide, magillratuque meo, et populo Romano, exercitibus, le:
‘¢ gionibuique noftris, do, devoveo, ut me, meamque fidem,
“ imperiumque, legiones, exercitumque nofirum, qui in his re-
““ bus gerundis funt, bene falvos finatis efle.  Si hzc ita faxi-
‘¢ tis, ut ego {ciam, fentiam, intelligamque, tum quifquis vo-
‘< tum hoc faxit, re@e facum efto, ovibus atris tribus, Tels

¢ lus mater, teque, Jupiter, obteftor;”” Sature, 1. 3. 7. 9.
(/) In vita Craff, p. 553. (£) Numb. xxii, 6.

-

~
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prefents and promifes, which the meflengers the fecond A.M.

time brought, began to operate fo very powerfully, that he 3315 5%

forgot his reverence to the divine Majefty, and prefumed 1439, etc.

once more to confult him about going. , from Num,
Upon this occafion the facred hiftorian relates the mat- :xg‘of%i{;‘q

ter thus. (!) And God came unto Baluam at night, teronomy.

and faid unto him, If the men come to call thee, rife up and

go with them : And Balaam rofe up in the morning, and

Jaddled his afs, and went with the princes of Moab, and

God’s anger was kindled becaufe he went. What, angry for

what himfelf commanded him to do? (m) Our tranflators

indeed thus render the text; but the Hebrew words are

clear of this abfurdity ; for they tell'us, that God’s anger

was kindled, not c¢i halak, becaufe he went, but c¢i halak

hua, becaufe be went of himfelf, i. e. without ftaying for

Balak’s meflengers to come in the morning to call him. He

had told them over night, that an houfe full of filtver and

gold tould not tempt him to go counter to what God

thould dire¢t him to do ; and by this vaunting {peech they

very poffibly might think their mafter’s offers neglected,

and be tempted to go away next morning without him;

but fo full were his head and heart of expectations from

the journey, that he would not run the hazard of their

calling ; but rofe up early in the morning, went himfelf to

them, which was acting diretly contrary to God’s exprefs

order, for which reafon he fent his ange! to ftand in bhis

way for an adverfary againft him. By the mouth of his

angel, however, God permitted him to go, as knowing

very well that his journey would tend to his confufion;

and the manifeftation of his people’s glory. For though

there was nothing but malice in the prophet’s heart, and

a fixed determination to do all the harm he ¢ould to the

Ifraclites; yet God, by his overruling providence, direéted

his words fo, as to make, them, upon every eflay to

¢curfe, pregnant with bleflings, Had not God forbidden

the prophet to go upon his firft application for leave, he had

not declared his averfion to Balak’s wicked projet : Had

he not allowed him to go upon his farther importunity, he

had not expofed his folly and madnefs, as well as the

weaknefs of his magical arts, fo effe¢tually : But now,

in the wife method which he took, he defeated the defigns

(/) Numb, xxii, 20, etc; () Shuckford’s Conne&ion, vol,
3: hib. 12,

Gz of
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. ;‘*- ’g of the wicked, and made the wrath of man to praife him;
Asnf’cm[;'ﬂ. he hath fhewn us, that no inchantments, no mackinations
1439, e, can prevail, where he undertakes to proteét; () and has
from Num. left us this leflon of infiruction, ¢ That when men are
zz;‘zf%iﬁf *« foolifh and felf-willed, and in the purfuit of their cor-
terenomy. ‘¢ rupt views, will follow their own ways, notwithftanding
¢ many kind hints and admonitions to the contrary, God
¢ then abandons them to their own imaginations, which,

¢ in the event very frequently prove their ruin.”
:i‘gfn(;dke It cannot be denied indeed, but that God gave Balaam
Balaam's Jundry admonitions, not to follow, in this headftrong man-
afs fpeak, ner, the purfuit of his avarice. His injoining him notto
go, when the princes of Moab firft came for him ; his
fending an angel in the road to rebuke him for his rafh and
unadvifed proceedings; and when he was come to Balak,
his overruling his words upon three different attempts, and
making him pronounce what was leaft of all his intention,
were fufficient remembrancers, that his ways could not pof-
fibly be right before God.” But of all others, the fpeaking
of his afs was fuch a miraculous incident, as would have
made any confidering man, one would think, retraét his
purpofe. .
This indeed is fo wonderful an inftance, that feveral of
the Jewifh dotors, who, upon other occafions, are fond
enough of miracles, feem as if they would hardly be indu-
ced to aflent to this. Philo, in his lifc of Mofes, pafles it
over in filence ; and (o) Maimonides pretends, that it only
happened to Balaam in a prophetic vifion. An infpired
writer in the New Teftament aflures us, that it was a real
falt, as Mofes relates it, Mofes fays, that the Lord opencd
the mouth of the afs, and fbe faid unto Balaam ; and St. Pe-
ter tells ws, that the afs, fpeaking wich a m.:r’s veice, forbad
the madnefs of the prophet; an human voice came out of
the mouth of an afs; but I do not apprehend, that this
voice proceeded from her own fentiments. Her tongue
was miraculoufly moved, rot by any power of hers fo to
move it, and it fpake what it was moved to utter, without
any connetion of her words and fentiments, and without
her underftanding the very words fhe uttered upon this
occafion. 'This feems to have been the fa&, and the fe-
vereft philofophy, I hope, cannot deny, that God is as
able to make creatures, deftitute of underftanding, pro-

(#) Secripture Vindicated, part 2. (¢) More choc,h;

part 2, ¢, 24.
nounce’
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nounce articulate and rational words, as it is for a mufician, A-M.

. . S 2515, etc,
!)y the dlﬂ'erent-touches he gives any mﬂnumcgt, to make At Chritt,
it exprefs a varicty of notes. 1489, etc,

It may feem a litde ftrange indeed, that Balaam fhould fromNumb,
fhew no kind of furprife, when he heard his afs {peak like :;g‘of"]’)iz‘f
an human creature : But to this (p) fome reply, That Ba- tcronomy.
laam might probably have imbibed the doétrine of tran/- g~

R . . . . y ba-
migration of fouls, (which was certainly very common in jaam might
the eaft), and from thence might be lefs aftonifhed to hear not be afto-
any brute fpeak; whereas (¢) others fuppofe, that he was nifhed atit.
in fuch a rage and fury at the fuppofed perverfenefs of his
beaft crufbing his foot, and falling down uider bim, that for
the prefent, he could think of nothing elfe ; tho’ the con-
cifenefs of Mofes’s narration, thatmuft be prefumed to have
omitted many circumftances, which,if rightly known, would
difpel this, and many more difficulties, that may be imagin-
ed in this tranfa&ion, does certainly furnifh us with a bet-
ter and more fadsfadtory anfwer. For, (r) tho’ we could
not affign a fufficient reafon why God thought fit to work
this miracle, yet who fhall therefore dare to infer that
it was never wrought? '[he account which we have here
even of the moft ancient times, is verythort; nor can we
rightly form a judgment what the prevailing fentiments
of the world might be, in the age when Balaam lived. The
counfels of God are likewife a great deep, nor can any man
fo far penetrate into them, as to pronounce what is proper or
improper for him to do. Upon this occafion, however,
there feems to be fome reafon for his giving the afs the fa-
culty of {peech, viz. that thereby he might convince the
princes of Moab, (who are fuppofed to be in company with
Balaam), how eafy a thing it was for him, who had opened
the mouth of this dumb creature, to ftop that of its owner,
or to diret his words to what purpofes he pleafed ; and (s)
how weak and impotent was the man in whom they con-
fided, when, with all his curfes and imprecations, he could
not get the better of a poor brute, and much lefs then of
the people, fo immediately under the divine protection.

The Scripture indeed informs wus, that after his fruitlefs How Ba-

negotiation with Balak, (2) he returned to his own place : iaag‘ game
0 oe llain

among the

(?) Vid. Le Clerc’s Commentary. (¢) Vid, Patrick’s Misianites.
Commentary iz locurn. (r ) Le Clerc’sCommentary in Numb,
xxiii. (s ) Bibliotheca Bibl. in Numb. xxii, (¢) Ibid. in
Numb. xxiv, 14, 24. '
And
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"A. M. And fo he might return to Me{bpota-ma and yet when he
ZA’nItS,C;th heard of the fuccefs of his advice againft the Ifr aeutes, and
1430, etc. how many thoufand of them had been cut off in confe-
fromNumb. quence of it, he might go back agaln to the Midianites, in
kiil. 10 the hopes of obraining an ample reward for his fervices ; or

f:ri:fm?fu when war was declared againft them, the Midianites them-
-~ felves might peflibly fend for him again, and he be the ra-
ther inclined to go, becaufe now he might have fome hopes’
of curfing the Ifraelites with {uccefs, fince they had apofta-
tifed from the worthip of their God, and fallen into idola-
try, which while they ftood clear of, he knew he would not
be permitted to do; and it is not unlikely, that for this
purpofe he was carried into the field of battle, and there

became a facrifice to his own evil policy.

;;Fehézd It is a fad perverfion of the {fenfe of Scripture, when
isaidro  God, in condé{cenfion to our capacities, is pleafed to make
fwear, ufe of human words and phrafes, to account that conde~

fcenfion, not only an impropriety of fpeech, but a difpa-
ragement likewife to the divine nature and perfe&ions. The
Scripture indeed makes mention of God’s fwearing in his
wrath ; but who would ever think, that the form of this
expleﬂion fhould give any difguft, or («) the fenfe of it be
thought repugnant to the natural notions we have of God?
He that at all confiders the end and intent of an oath, muft
allow it to be a folemn afleveration, made as ﬁlong and
binding as poffible, in order to beget faith and confidence
in others, or to procure 2 fure belief of whatis {o affirmed.
‘When men {wear, nothing can make their afleveration fo
ftrong and binding, as the invocation of God to be their
witnefs or avenger : And in like manner, whén God him-
felf is faid to {wear, we are to fuppofe, that he enforces
and ftrengthens his afleveration as much as poflible, or as
much as Is proper, to beget the higheft truth and confi-
dence in his revelations, not by invoking a fuperiour, (for
that, we may fay,”is not in his power), but by condefcend-
ing to make ufe of human forms of {wearing, with fuch
. proper alterations as the cafe requires. Thus, when God'
{wears (x) by himfelf, or (y) by his great name, or (z) by
his life, or (a) by his right-hand, or (&) by his holmefq or
(¢) by his truth, of (d) his excellency, or any other of his

() Chriftianity as old as the creation, p, 250.  (x) Gen,
xxit, 16, () Jer. xliv. 26. (z) Ibid. li. 14. (a) Ifa. Ixii.
8. (&) Amoziv. 2. (¢) Pfal. Ixxxix. 40. (4) Amos viii. 7.

attributes
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attributes or perfections, the meaning of thefe expleﬁions, AL M,
is much the {ame, viz. that he thcreby declares the thing to 353
be as certain, and as furely to be depended on, as his 0own 1389 &,
being or attributes are.  This, I fay, is the whole purport from Num.
.of the thing ; and God is therefore faid to make ufe of this :;:i“of‘;’)z};'_’
manner of fpeakmg, only becaufe it is more awful and {o- w: nomy.
lemn, and confequently apt to make deeper impreflions, ~———
and beget a firenger confidence in the hearers, than a na-

ked declaration can. _

It is the manner of the Scripture to afcribeto God hands, l‘f_’h;f,by .
eyes, and feet; but the defign is not, that we fhould be- > 7'"¢ "
. lieve that he has any of thefe members according to the li-
teral fignification ; but only that he has a power to exe-
cute all thofe adts, to which thefe members in usare fo very
fubfervient. Tt is the manner of the fame Scripture, to re-
. prefent him as ‘affc@ed with the like paffions that we feel
_in ourfelves, when we are angry or plcafcd have our hearts
attendered, or provoked to revenge; and yet, upon re-
fleftion, we canpor think thatany of thefg paffions are in-
-herent in the divine nature; but the meaning only is, {¢)
-that God will as certainly pum{h the wicked, as if he were
‘inflamed with the paflion of anger or revenge ; and as in-
. fallibly relieve or reward the good, as we will thofe for
"whom we have tender compaflion, or affeé¥ionate love. So
that it is only by way of analogy and comparifon, that
.the nature and paflions of men are afcribed to God ; and
. therefore certainly when he is pleafed to exprefs himfelf in
-accommodation to our capacities, (inftead of making it a
matter of cavil and reproach), we ought to be thankful for
his condefcenfion, and to interpret his words in a fenfe
- fuitable to his divine Majefty.

It cannot be denied indeed, but that the utter extirpa- God's extir

tion of the Canaanites carries a face of rigour and feverity, pation of
not fo very confiftent with God’s frequent declarations offthe‘;s::;i”'
his mercy and long- fuffering ; but then it fhould be con- cated,
fidered, that as he isfull of lenity and mercy to thofe that
‘endeavour to pleafe him, fo he has thought fit to declare,
‘with the fame breath, that he will (f) by no means clear
2he guilty. Let us then fee how the cafe ftood between
God and thefe nations, when the Ifraelites were fent. to
difpoflefs them.

(¢) Bithop King’s fermon of divine pred. (/) Numb, xiv. 18-
There
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A. M. There is no queftion to be made, but that moft of thefe
:S;ts.’cﬁicﬁ. people had at firft the true worthip of God inftituted a-
1439, &e. mongft them, and that their {everal progenitors took care
from Num. t¢ leave behind them worthy conzeptions of him ; but not-
i o the ithftanding this, in the days of Mofes we find their no-
tetonomy. tions fo corrupted, and all kinds of idolatry fo publcly é-
“—~— ftablifhed, that the land is faid to have been defiled with

‘them, and like a ftomach overcharged with unwholefome
diet, to have naufeated, (g) and fpued them up.

In denouncing the fentence of their excifion, therefore,
(h) Ye fball fmite them and utterly deftroy them, and fave
‘alive nothing that breatheth, God intimates the reafon of his
feverity by the eénumeration of thefe particulars; (i) Ye
Shall deftroy their altars, and break down their flatues, and
cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with
Jire ; éven the images of Chemoth, and Peor, and Mao-
foch, and other deteftable idols, to whom they are faid to
have offered human facrifices and to have (k) made their
feed pafs through the fire. Nor was their idolatry lefs pro-
voking, than the corruption of their morals, fince adul-
téry and beftality of all kinds, inceft, and all manner of
uncleannefs they both avowedly practifed, and (/) ook
pleafure in thofe that did them.

The Midianitith women in particular, by proftituting
their bodies, in order to draw the young Ifraclites into ido-
latry, had given fufficient evidence of their incorrigible at-
tachment to wickednefs, and how impoffible it would be
for the people whom God had feleéted from the reft of the
world, to preféxve their integrity, if thefe, and fuch like
public feducers, wire permitted to live among them; and
therefore God affigns this, as another reafon for their extir-
pation : (m)[Becaufe\X‘bau art an holy pevpleunto the Lord thy
Gid, and he hath choferk thee to be a fpecial people unto him-
Self, above all peaple z‘b&xt be upen the face of the earth ; (n)
therefore fhalt thou chnfume all the.people, which the Lord
thy God fball deliver into thy hands: Thine eyes fball have no
pity upon them, left they turn thee away from following me,
20 ferve other gods, ’wbl{{) will furely be a fnare unto thee.

Now, if either the i‘ carrigible wickednefs of any peo-
ple, or the danger of tl{xeir corrupting others by their en-

4] Lev. xviii. 28, (ﬁ& Deut. vii. 2.; and xx.16. (i) Ibid.
vii, 5. (4 Lev xviil. 212 (/) Rom.1. 32, (m) Deut, vii. 6.
(») Ibid. vii. 16.; and Exod. xxiit. 33. '

ticcments
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ticements and bad examples, may be deemed a fufficient A. M.
reafon (as it is in all civil governments, to cut off’ ob- 25136“
. Chrift,

noxious members) for God to rid himfelf of any nation, 1480, dec.

that has incurred his hlgheﬁ dlfplcafure, the Ifraelites, who fom Num.

were only inftruments in God’s hands, are no more 1o be xviii. to e

blamed for executing the Almighty’s commands, than the ¢3¢ of Deu=
teronomy.

perfon who apprehcnds a maletaétor, and brings him to

tondign Pum(hmcnt, is to be thought culpable by the laws

of the land. -And though the malefador may pofiibly plead

for himfelf; that he never did the apprehender, or even the

executioner, any wrong ; yet this will be of no. weight or

fignificance to the maglﬁrate, when he calls upon the in-

ferior officer. to do his duty. (o) Do but then allow the

high and mighty magiftrate of heaven and carth as much

right, as his deputies have that aét under bim, and ajudg-

ment fufficient to determine what concerns the pubhc good,

and then certainly the Ifraclites, alting by his orders, had

at lcaﬁ as clear a right to deftroy the Canaanites, as any ex-

ecutionier ¢an haveto take away life by command of autho-

rjt

yfherc is forncthing pcrhaps, that we may think more af<
fe&ling in the cafe ot the innocegt children, which fell in
this common devaxmuon butthen we are to confider, that
as the lives of all mankind are in the hands of God that
gave them, fo may he demand them back agpin, when, or
in what manner, he plea{cs, and as well may we quarrel
with -his’ providence, for fending a deftroying angel armed
with a famine, a deluge, or a pePaIence, which iweep a-
way young and old together, as we may with his deputing
the Hebrews to be the agents of - his high behefts, in a ge-
neral and. plomxicuous flaughrer of fuch nations, as his di- .
vine juftice and wifdom had predeﬁmated to deftrudtion.

The Jews, it muft be owned, have feveral rales of life, bt (he
and cuitoms pecuhar to themfelyes, and by a rigerous ob- Jews aid
fervance of thefe, they contracted ammg,mhu nations noc i
the charadter of being a fullen and unfociable people, ha- ‘v“:lmc:;‘“
ters of the reft of mankind, and averfe to all civil fociery oo /™
and commerce. Thus Manetho, as he is quoted (p) by
Grotius, lays this heavy charge upon them; ¢ Lhat they
“ would hold no manzner of correfpondence with uny mos-

‘¢ tal that was not inidated into their religian.” ‘Lacitus

(o) Scripture Vindicatedy PaI:t 2. (p) Annot. in Deat. vii,

Vor. IHI. H fays

7
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A. M. fays of them, ¢ That though they are courteous enough to
xﬁ’i’cfjh_ ‘¢ one another, yer they purfue toreigners with the utmoft
14k, &c, ¢ rage of exafperated enemies.,” And (to name no more)
flom Num. Diodorus relates, ¢ That they were the only people in the
:r"ld"of‘;’;};ﬁ  world who rejected all commerce and friendfhip with fo-
teronomy. ¢ veigners ; and not only fo, but treated them as enemies.”
~—"— But all this muft certainly be a grofs miftake, becaufe the

law of Mofes exprefsly commands thofe that live under it,
to do good te mankind in general : not only to love their
neighbours, - {g) but o bve the firanger likewife, and inno
cafe (r) to vex or epprefs him, tor this very reafon, becaufe
they were firangers in the landof Egypt : fnd therefore Jo-
fephus, in kis'book (s) againtt Appion, tells us, that tho®
their lawgiver would not admit thofe who came occafionally
only to ere folemnities of their religion :" yet, among other
things, thefe he enjoyed as neceffary, and almoft eflentiak
claules in his law, viz. fo fupply cvery one with fire, water,
and provifions, that was in want, an.dto direé? the traveller
in the road ; which plainly contradi&ts the reprefentation
which the * Roman Satirift thought fit to give of them.
If we confult the pradtice of the firft founders of the
Jewilli pation, we fhall find Abraham (#) making an al-
liance with Abimelech, King of Gerar, at Beerfheba, and
aflifting even the impious Sodomites, when he thought them
unjuftly invaded by their enemies : We fhall find Ifaac
(u) entering into a covenant with the fame, or another king
of the fame name, at the fame place ; and Jacob figning
articles of agreement with Laban, (x) his father-in-law.
Nor can we think, that the promulgatién of the Jewith
ordinances made any alteration in this particular, or laid
any - reftraint upon their votaries from joining in treatics
of commerce, or any other negotiations that tended to
the benefit of human fociety. For, had this bedn the cafe,
we cannot conceive how () both David and Soldmon could
have ventured to make a league with Hiram, king of
"Tyre, without offending God ; which they weré fo far from
doing, that Solomon in particnlar (as (z) the facred hiftory
informs us) was direted by that wifdom, which be received

(9) Deut. x, 19, (r) Exod. xxit, 21. © (s) Lib, 2,
* Non monftrare vias eadem nifi Tacra colenti,
Quezfitum ad fontem folos deducere verpos. Fuv, Sat. 14.
(1) Gen. xxi. 22, () Ibid. ~xvi, 28.  (x) Ibid. xxxi, 4
{r)2Sam. v, 1. {=) 1 Kings v, 32, &

Jrem
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from God, when he made his confederacy with this Hea- A. M.
then prince. :z’f'cﬁr;ﬂ;
Excepting then thofe feveral pcople, whom God had ,@9 ete.
appointed the lraclites, at their entranceinto Canaan, to de- f mNumb.
ftroy, and fome other kings and nations aftecwards, ag.xln{‘t:x“;“d“b‘f"}“
whom be had fent out his prophets to denounce his ven- ionomy.
geance for their fud impieties, the Jews were forbidden to “——~

maiatain a civil intercourfe with none; but, on the contra-
ry, were frequently excited to ufe kindnefs and hofpicality
10 aliens, as well as others, thar all the world might {ee, (us
(a) Jofephus puts the words into Solomon’s mouth, at the
‘dedication of the temple), < That the Hebrews were not fo
¢ inhumane, as toenvy firangers the common difpenfations
“ of the author and fountain of all our happinefs.”

And for this very reafon, (b)) I am confident it was "% *%
that the Hebrews are {o often remmded by God of their pat in mind
having been ftrangers and bond-flaves in the land of Egypt, of their
that by their bolpitality and charity, they might comfoutl}’_"”‘ age in

and relieve thofe who were in the like conrdm‘on < that (in
the words of the prophet), (¢) they might draw out their
foul to the hurgry, and jatisfy the afflicted foul 5 that they
might bring the peor that were caft out, to their boufes; cover
the cold and naked, and not bide themfelves from itlvi ir own
Fef/b. For this canfe are they o frequently called vpon, (n
the words of the fame prophet), (d) ro lock unto the rc
whence they were'hewn, and to the whole of the pit 'u,/mzfe
they were digged, $o lock unta Abraham their father, and to
Sarah that tare them ; that the happy change of their cir-
cumftances might beget in .them a perpetnal gx'mtude to
their great benefactor, and .the obfcurity of their origin
teach them to be humble.

It is part of the admonition.of Mofes to the Hraelites, Why th-
(¢) Thou Jbalt remember all the way, which the Lord thy trcip‘“’,“‘lz "
God led thee, thefz forty yecars, in that terrible wildernsfi, o ts Ganot
wherein were fiery for pents, 1o bumble thee, and to provebur the It-
thee, to know what was in thy heart, and whether thou }22;‘:
wouldef} keep Fis commandments or mo. What reftrained
the ferpents, which werg fo pumerous in the wildernefs,

“from ftinging the Hebrews, was doubtlefs that great and
fovereign being, who refided in the pillar of the cloud,
to cover the camp in their march, and make every noxious

Why they

Zipey clc.

{4) Jewifh Antiq. lib. vii. c. {£) Vid, Exod. xxii. 21.;
Lev. xxv. 42, §5.; and Deut. x. 19 ( ¢) Jaiah, Iviii. 10, 7.
(4) Ibid. . 1. 2. (e) Deut. viii,

H 2 ‘ creature
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25?‘5' M. creature flec before them. ( f) Several authors are of
Ant ’C.‘“ﬂ opinion, that the fcrpems which bit the Ifraelites, were of
1489, &c. the flying kind, and might be called fiery, by reafon of
;’;’l’l’: :“l‘;: their colour, Heroddotus informs us, that Arabia produ-
end of Doy ced this fort of ferpents in great abundance ; and the time
reronomy.  of the year wherein the Ifraelites werc under this calamiry,
~ was in the feafon when'thefe creatures ufually are upon the
wing, to vifit the nelghbourms‘r and adjacént countries ; and

oy u‘*t now be direded into the camp of “the Ifraelitesas a

ear army ;- (for 1o God (g) calls the locuft, the canker-

Tugrm, 102 c/Llerpf//«’r, and'the palmer-worm, /zfgreaz‘ army),
to-deftroy and depopulate without controul.  For howe!

ver the divine prefence had protefted them before, the

peopie were now in a flate of rebellion ; _they were ‘mur-

muring at the tedioufnefs of their journeyings, and at their

waiit of provifions, though every day fed by Providence at

the expence of a miracle, So that God being angry with

them, had removed their heavenly fafeguard; and no foon-

et was it removed, but things were left to their natural

courfe. The ferpents refimed their venom ; and (4) as it

was now in the heatof fummer, when creatures of this

kind are naturally moft poifonous, they raifed -fuch fores,

and fudden inflamntations - wherever they fell, as- occa+

fioned death in fome of the moit guilty, and violent pains

in all, until God was pleafed to provide them with a reme-

dy of a nature fomewhat extraordinary.

Why God -~ Whether the fight of brafs, (as fome mturahfts fay), bc
iir’f;’;’!’]“gr“ hurtful 6r noin fuch cafes, thisis certainly a prefcription
penttobe  ©F phyficians, that fuch people as are bitten ‘with any venos
ercéted.  mous beaft,” fhould be kept from the fight of ‘the very
image of the beaft from which they received fuch hurt:

And therefore God - might take occafion, from the incon-
gruity'of the meéans, to fmagnify his own power, making

ufe of this kind of remédy, thaf the-Ifraelites might know

and be convinced, that borh the difeafe’and medicine came

from him. When our bleffed Saviour- curéd the blind.

man in the gofpel, ke fpit on the ground, and made clay,
and [pread 1t all over bis eyes, which fome ftandards- -by
might be apt to believe was a likelier way to put them quite
‘ our, than to recover them : but ‘when they faw the thing
have its efct, they 0101*1ﬁed God :,md fald (i) How can

(f) °huc] ford s Conne&ion, vol. iii. I:b 12. (g) Joel ii. 25,
{5) Parrick’s Commmt. oh Numb XX (z) _]ohn ix, 6.

aman
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a man that is a finner do fuch miracles? Becaule they could 4. M.
not but perceive, thatic was a greater miracle to work the 25; (.ek:f‘f
curé by Incompetent or incongruous means, than. by NONE 1480, etc.
at all, - And in like manner, if inftead:of fetting up-this from Num.
brazen ferpent upon a pole, God had ordered the ifracl- *;é“o"]’)if
ites to apply a leaf of any common herb to the bite’ Oftcroqomy
thefe poifonous ferpents, (as he did Hezekiah to (#) Jay 2~
lump of figs for a plafer wpon bis botl) the cure might

have been the fame ; but then the fingularity of it had not

been fo remarkable. Men might have imputed it to fome

fecret virtue in the plant, which now can be afcribed to no-

thing but the fuperlative power of God, who, even by con-

trary means, can bring about what ends he pleafes.

The defign of thofe men however can hardly be good, Andwhence
who to rob God of therglory of the cure, would impute S
it 1o fonie fecret quality in the brazen f”lpent itfelf. (4
talifman, which (according to the common account) is a-
certain piece of metal, made under the influence of fuch
and fuch plancts and con{"cllauons, with a wonderful power
robeget love, and overcome enemics ; to drive away no-
xious ammals, and cure difeafes, ¢&¢. is a chimerical no-
tion ; and (m) to refemble the figure which God appointed
Mofes ta {ct up, or any of thefe vain devices, is a fcheme
that '+ deferves our {corn, more than our confutauon.

The author of the book of Wifdom, addreﬁng himfelf tQ
God, and fpeaking of theIfraelites, has imputed the vir-

tue of this ferpent to its:true caufe. (n) He that turned
himfelf towards it, was not healed by the thing which ke faw,
lmt by thee, who art the Savzour of all.  And accordingly,

(é)‘ Ifaiah xxxviii, 21. (/) ) Saurin’s Differtations. () Le
Clerc’s Comment. on the 21f of Numbers.

.t Sir John Marfham has collefted feveral paflages from the
proﬁme writers, which ‘hint at charms and enchantments to
cure the bite of ferpents ; and he fays rhe Hebrews made ufe
of inchantments for this very purpofe : which affertion he ¢n-
deavours to fupport by a citation from Pfal. lvii, 4. 5.; by an-
other from Eccleﬁaﬁes, chap. x. 8 ; and by a third fro'n]e-
remialr, chap. viii. 17. and from the whole of hat he offers,
he would intimate, that the cure of the Ifraelites was not mira-
culous, ‘but that the brazen-ferpent was properly a charm for
the calamity, or an amulet for the diftemper ; but it would b‘*‘
trifling to refute this opinion ;- ”uc/fwa’: Cr,zmc”zan, vol, 37
1ib. 12,

(1\ Wifd, zvi. 7.

in
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A. M. in the foregoing verfe, he calls it a fign, er [ymbol of jal-
ii’j’cﬁﬁﬁ vation, to put them in remembrance of the cemmandment of the
1489, &c. law. 4
f?f{{g Num. 'The only confiderable difficulty in the whole tranfadtion
::s"m‘;ﬁf is, why God, who had forbidden all manner of images,
teronomy. {hould, on this occafion, command one to be made. This
~—~— the Jewith doftors (as + Juftin Martyr obferves in his days),

could give no accountof: But had they known Jefus Chrift,
and him crucified, they might have foon perceived, (o) that
God intended it for a type of the death of Chrift, and the
manner in which he was to die ; and that the efleéts of the
brazen ferpent upon them who looked on ir, did reprefent
the virtue received by true believers from thedeath of their
Redeemer. For fo we find our Saviour himfelf applying
the myfterious meaning of it : (p) As Mofes lifted up the
Jerpent in the wildernefs, even fomuft the fon of man be lifted
up 5 that whofo believeth in bim, fLould not perifb, but have
eternal life.

Thus we have anfwered the feveral doubts and objetions
that have been made to that part of the hiftory of Mofes
which includes this period of time: And if the atteftation”
of profane writers may be thought any confirmation of
what has been {aid, we have the pradtice of moft fubfe-
quent law-givers, in imitation of this great Jewith leader,
pretending ' to a familiarity with fome fictitious deity or o-
ther, and theace deriving their inffitutions : And whoever
compares the facred and fabulous account of things toge-
ther, will find a néar refemblance between Aaron wand the
Heathen Mercury; and that as this falfe deity is faid to have
been an Egyptian by birth, the meffenger and interpreter of
the gods, andisgenerally painted with a caduceus, or wand
in his hand twifted about with fnakes; fo Aaron was hims.
felf born in Egypt, and appointed by God to be (g) an inter-
preter to his brother Mofes, and a meflenger to Pharaoh
and the Egyptians, in whofe prefence he threw down his
wonder-working rod, and immediately it became a ferpent.

{ In his book againft Trypho, he infifts upon this ferpentas
a type of Chrift, and appealing to the company, what reafon
{exclufive of that) could be given of this matter, one ofthe Jews
confefled that he was in the right, and that he himfelf had in-
quired for a reafon among the Jewifh mufters, and could meet
with none 3 Kidder's Demonfiration, p. 73. .

(#) Kidder, ibid. (p) John. iii. 14, 1. (g) Exod.vii. 1, 2,

The
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The whole hiftory of Balaam, (as romantic as it feems), A.M.
is ftill upon record in the ancient oriental wiiters, from 751 o
whence the prefent Mahometans have borrowed many 1489, etc.
things. It is not improbable, that the fpeaking of his afs from Num.
gave handle to the fiction of feveral other brute creatures, :;;:';ft‘l’)g‘f
upon lefs momentous occafions, accofting their mafters. reronomy.
That the deferts wherein the Ifraelites journeyed, ‘were-in- ==
fefted with ferpents of fo venomous a kind, that their bi-;
ting was deadly, and above the power of-art to cure, both:

Sirabo and Diodorus teftify, And (to inftance no farther)

the worfhip of ZAfculapius, the known god of phyfic, un-

der the form of a ferpent, and what fome late travellers.
tell us of the Indians carrying about a wreathed ferpent,:
upon a pearch, to which they pay their adorations every

morning, had manifeftly their original from fome tradi-

tion or other of this ferpent’s image, which Mofes was di-
refed to fet up. So true is'the charaéter (confirmed by.
tettimonies of all kinds) which the facred writers give us

of this Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, that both as the
leader, the law-giver, and hifterian of his people, (r) b2

was found faithful in alf bis haufe.

DISSERTATION Il

Gf the Profane Hiflory, Religion, Government. &c. of fuch

Nations as the Ifracelites had Dealings with during this
Period.

TOwai'ds the conclufion of the foregoing book, we €ar-

ried the fucceflion of the Egyptian kings down to the
reign of Amenophis, who (according to the moft received
accounts) was that obftinate prince, that, in purfuit of the
Hebrews, together with all his army, was loft in the waves
of the Red-fea : Nor fthould we, as yet, concern ourfelves
any farther with the hiftory of that nation, but that his
fon and fucceflor, Sefoftris, ¥ who lived in the time of the

‘ Iraelites

() Heb. ii. 5. : : "

+ It is a matter of no fmall difpute among chronelogers, in
what time it was this Sefoftris lived. The {feeming amalogy of
the name makes Sir John Marfham think, that Sefoftris was
the fame with Shithak, ting of Egypt, awhs, in the days of Reho-
boam, came up againft Ferufalem, and.took away the treafures of
the houfe of the Lord, the treafures of the king’s houfe, and all the

Shields awhich Solomon *ad made, &e. 1 Kings xiv, 25, 26. What

confirmg
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A.M. Iﬁ'acfites,Ijeregririétion‘in the wildernefs, and may there=
asts o fore properly take his place Kere, was a perfon of fo dif-
1480, &c. tinguifhed a chara&er, thatto pafs him by in filence, would,
fromNumb, be doing 4n injury to our reader. .
*viil. o the I ’ - As
end of Deua
teronomy. , L : 3
——— confirms him in thisopinion, isd paflage in Jofeplius, wherein
he tells us, that < God avenged himfelf upon Rehoboam, by’
s¢ the hand-of Shithak, King of Egypt, concerning whom He-'
¢ rodotus-(being miftaken) afcribes what he did to Sefolfiris ;
Fewifh Antig. lib. 8. c. 4. But whatif, in this matter, Jofephus’
himfelf fould be miftaken, and not Herodotus? Jofephus cées
tainly; took his antiquities from the records of the Jews, which
gave a full account of . what happeied to Abraham and his
pofterity, both before and after they inherited the land of Ca-
naan; but gave no account at all of that country while it was
in other hands, and particularly while the Ifraclites were 1a the
wildernefs : And therefore it is more probablé, that Jolephus
knew of no conquelt of the land of Canann by the Egyptians,
before the time of Rehoboam. For when-he applies what He-
rodotus fays of Sefofiris’s fetting up feveral infamous, pillars, -
to ftigmatize the countries, which he conquered, for cowardice
to Shifhak, after his expedition againft the Jews, he plainlv
gives us to underftand, that he knew of no other expedition
from Egypt ag:iinﬁ the land of Canaan before tha_t. Andindeed
thefe very pillars are enough to decide the matter, that our
Sefoftris was not Shifhak, Shifhak made an irruption into Ju-
dea, plundered the temple and the country, dnd fo wentback
again into Egypt. Now, had he fet up futh pillars, as a perpe-.
tual mark of infamy upon the Jews, can weimagine, that they.
would havelet them faiid, even to be {een in Herodotiis’s time,
and not immediately pulled down upon Hisyetreat? But, ontthe
other hand, if Sefofiris who fucceeded the Pharach who was
drowned in the Red-fea,conquered Canaan, and fetup fuch pil-
lars, thereis good reafon to think, thatthey mightcontinuealong
while,becaufe the Canaanites, whé were a conquered people,da-
red not pull them downin histeign, and in the time of the depu-
ties, who governed under himj and the Ifraelites, whoknew that
thele pillarswereno refle€tion on them,but enly on their enemies,
would be inclineable enough to let them ftand. It ismueh mote
probable then, that the miftake belongs to jefephus, and notto
Herodotus ; becanfe Herodotus, inwhat he ailerts of Sefoflris, a-
grees with Diodorus and cthers : byt tofix the adtions of Sefoftris
upon Shifhiak, thereisnoqne ancient author that willagree with
Jofephus. Ariftotleaffirms, {Polit. lib. 1. c. yo.)that the kinpdom
of Sefoltris was much older in point of time, thun thatof Minesia -
Crete, which every one owns wasin thetime of Jothua, Pliny
maintains, (Nat. Hilt.1ib. 37.'¢. 8.), that Troy wastaken in the
tatne of Rameles, who was the third defeondent froail Sefoltris,
’ Strabo

’y
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As {foon as Sefoftris was born, fome hiftorians tell us, A M.

that Vulcan appeared to his father in his fleep, and inform- Zsl:ts’cf:n
ed him, that his fon thould conquer the whole world : up- 148, wc.
on which prefumption ir was, that he took fo much care fron Num.
not of his education only, but of every male child’s like- :,‘;Em“{)g‘f
wife, that was born on the fame day with him, even icronomy,
throtigh all his kingdom of Egypt. The number of thefe S~
Is fuid to have dmounted to feventeen hundred in all; and g pqus,
the kidg gave orders, that they fhould be trained up in the
tfame ditcipline and exercifes with his fon, as juftly fuppo-
fing, that they who had been the conftant and equal com-
panions of his childhood and youth, would prove his moft
faithful minifters, and affe@ionate fellow-foldiers.  (s) Ha-
Ving therefore provided tutors and mafters, and every
thing neceflary for this purpofe, he had them, by degrees,
inured to laborious and manly exercifes,-as well as in-
firucted in all liberal and ufeful fciences, thac as they grew
up, by the ftrength of their bodies, and the cultivation of
their minds, they might be equally fitted either to com-
mand or execute.

Anmenophis, after he had been at this vaft expence and
trouble in laying the foundation of his fon’s future gran-
déur; refolved o givé him and his companions an oppor-
wnity, of difplaying the good effets of their education ;
and accordingly fent him, and them along with him, at

Strabo avers, (lib. ult.) that Sefoftris was long before the Tro-
jan time$; and Sir John Marfham, and in general all the writ-
ers of the Argonatic expedition; own plainly, that the colonies
of Sefoftris liad been at Colchis before that, which all agree to
have been a century before the fall of Troy. And (ifto thefe
we may add. two moderns) both the learned Prelate Uther,
and the learned Bilhop Cumberland, do unanimouily agree,
in making Sefoltris to be the fon of that Pharaoh who was
drownéd in the Red fea; which the latter of thefe has given
ieverzl urguments to prove ; Samchon. p. 402. But thefe the
Jearned author of the Conretion of the Sacred and Profane Hif-
rory has endeavoured to invalidate ; and thereupon conclades,
“ That Sefoftris fhould be the fon of Pharoah who was
¢ drowned in the Red fea, and that in the flate which his fa-
# ther’s misfortunes mult have reduced Egypt, he thould im-
*¢ mediately find firength fufficient to {ubdue kingdom after
kingdom, and to ere®t himfelf a large empire over many
<« great and flourifhing nations ; this mull be thought, by anv
< one who duly confiders things, to feen, at ficll fight, a moft
¢ romantic A&ion 7 wol. 3. M. 11,

(v) The chief of this account is taken from Diodorus Sicu-
Ius, and Herodotus, in his Euterpe, lib, 1,

Vos, IL I the
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A. M. the head of an army into Arabia. In this expedtition, the
S o young Sefoftris furmounted all the dangers of ferpents and
489, etc, VEDomous creatures, all the wants and hardthips of a dry
i’:};’i’ Eiu;}[:e and barren country, and, in the end, conquered the Ara-
end of Dew. Dians, a rude and barbarous people, that had never been
terongmg. vanquithed before.

~~~— From Arabia his father ordered him weftward, where
he fubdued the greateft part of Africa ; but while he was
engaged in this expedition, news was brought him, that
his father and all his army were drowned in the Red fea,
~which made him defit from his conquefts, and haften
-home with his army, in order to fecure his fucceflion to
the kingdom. Whether it was that he called to mind the
predi€tion of the god Vulcan, or was inftruéted by Mer-
cury, who preparcd him for the war; was aflured of fuc-
cefs by divination, by dreams in the temple, or prodigies
in the air, or perfuaded to it by his daughter Athyrte, a
voung lady of uncommon underftanding, and who made it
out to her father, that the thing was practicable; but fo it
was, that no fooner was he fettled upon the Egyptian
throne, but his thoughts began to fwell, and his mind to
graflp at an univerfal monarchy. ,

His own country indeed he found but in a lamentable
eftate.  The Ifraelites, who were their flaves, were gone: °
All their veteran foldiers, with their arms, chariots, and
horfes, were loft: The firft-born of every family were flain,
the cattle killed, the fruit of the earth deftroygd, and no-
thing but famine was to be expected : And yet, notwith-
ftanding all this difcouragement, he was refolved to put in
pratice his {cheme for a general conqueft. But then con-
{idering that this would oblige him to be long abfent, and
far diftant from Egypt, he could not but deem it neceflary
to gain the love and affection of his fubjets, that thefe who
followed him might lay down their lives more cheerfully
in his fervice, and they whom he left behind, might not
be induced to attempt any innovations while he was gone,

To this purpofe he endeavoured, in the firft place, to
oblige every one, to the utmoft of his power; fome by lar-
gefles in money ; others by donations in land ; many by
the conceffion of free pardons; and every one by fair
fpeeches, and a courteous and affable behaviour upon alt
occafions. Thofe that were condemned for high-weafon,
be rcleafed with impunity, and by paying what they owed,

difcharged
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difcharged fuch as were in prifon for debt, In the next A.M.
place, he refettled the ancient divifion of the country into 351555,
fix and thirty parts, which the Egyptians called Nomi, or 1489, &c.
provinces ; afligned a governor to each of thefe; and con- fromNumb.
ftituted his brother Armais, (whom the Greeks called Xyl o 1o
Danaus) fupreme regent. Him he invefted with ample teronomy.
power and authority : But reftrained him from wearing the ™™™~
crown, from offering any injury to the queen and her fa-
mily, and from having any dealings Wlth the royal concu-
bines.
Having thus fettled the governmem, he proceeded, in
the laft place, to raife an army equal to the vafinefs of
his defign, which confifted of 600,000 foot, 24,000 horfe,
and 27,000 warlike chariots. His principal officers were
taken out of thofe brave men who were trained up with
him in martial exploits ; and that they might always be in
readinefs, (without fubmitting to any mean employ) to at-
tend him to the wars, he took care to beftow on them large
eftates in Jand, in fome of the richeft and moft fertile parts
of Egypt. With this army he marched at firft againft the
Ethiopians, whom he foon conquered, and made them
pay a tribute of ebony, gold, and elephants teeth. But
his land-forces alone were not anfwerable to the conqueils
he intended ; and therefore he fitted out two fleets of tall
{hips,. fomewhat refembling our modern form, one in the
Mediterrancan fea, and the other in the Arabian. -gulf.
With the Mediterranean {quadron he’ conquered Cyprus,
the fea-coafts of Phcenicia, and feveral of the Cyclades;
and from the Arabian gulf, he failed into the Indian fea,
and there fubducd all the coafts thereof, till happening to
come into a fhallow, and his {hlps drawmg more water
than ufual, he cither was unable, or afraid to go any far-
ther, and fo returned into Egypt.
But he had not been long returned, before his ambition
began to operate afrefh ; 1 and therefore, adviﬁng with his
pricfts, he recruited hls army, and marched into Afia,
"Vhe Ifraelites were, at this time, in the deferts of Arabia; 5
and therefore it may fook a little firange, why a man of
Sefoftris’s {pirit fhould not have been tempted to purfue
them. - But befides the barrennefs of the country, which
could never fupport fo vaft a multitude as he carried with
Tim, he could not but refle€t on his father’s fate : And
thexcfme, dreading the like miraculous overthrow, he de-

-

< CunF‘:
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A. M. clined the I{raelites, and marched diretty againft' Canaan,
;‘n’t"(‘ﬁf‘lf which, without the lealt oppofition, at once fubmitted to
1480, &c. him': fo that, lmpoﬁng an annual tribute upon the peo-
fromNumb. ple, and putting governours in all their principal towns, he
XVt 1o the proceeded in the courfe of his conquefts, and in a ﬂlOl‘
teronomy; time, overran all Atia, and fome part of Europc.

— _He paﬁ'cd the river Ganges, and pxerccd through all
India, as far as'the main ocean eaﬂward ‘Then' * he fub-
dued the bcythlans, as fax as the river Fanals, which.di-
vides Kurope from Afia ;" Here he brought into fubje&xon
the other parts of Afia; and ﬁom heme he ‘went “into
Thrace in Eulope- but as he was marchmg along. the
deferts, he was in danger of lofing his ‘army’ through the
want of provifions, and difficulty of pafles : and “there-
fore + exe@cmg (as his cuftom was) his pillars there, he

adventured to proceed no farther: Though the occafion of

* Though *-Ierodofuc Dlodorus, a‘xd others, do relate, that
he was victorious'in thefe countries ; yet fomewill have it, that
he met with a repu,ﬁ., fled from the chtlnans, :md was worfts
ed by the Colchians. For Jdftin tells us that Vexoris, or Se-
foltris, difpatched ambaffadors before him to fummon the Scy-
thians to furrender, they fent back his meflengers with con-
tempt, and threats, and defiance, and immediately took up
arms:’ that Sefoftris being informed that they were advancing’
towards him by hafty marches, fuddenly turned about, and fled
from before them, leaving all his baggage and warlike apparel
to the purluers who fo]lowed him till he came on the borders
of Egypt; /ib. 2. cap.'3. Pliny relates, (lib. 23. cap. 3.) that.
he was overthrown by the King of Colchis ; and Valerius Flac-_
cus infinuates, that he was repulfed with great ﬂaughtcr, 'lnd
put to ﬂlght in thefe parts; A;gr;zaut, lib, 5. .

+ It was thé cultom &f this great’ warrior, “to {et up pillars
in every coubtry he conquered, with an infeription to this efs
fe& -———uef/}/ s, Kzng of Kings, and Lord ofLara'f, ﬁtéa’fzed this
country by the power of Fis arms. If the nation had), without op-
pofition, lonooly fubmitted to him, befides the mlcnptxon he
caufed the privities of a woman to be carved, as a mark of
their effeminacy and bafenefs; but if they had defended them:

elves bravely, the pillars bore the diftin@ion of the contrary
fex, xnteﬂnnon) of their conrage. ™ Beiides thefe, he left fta-
rues ofhnnhifbﬂnnd him, two Ol“lntﬂ\ﬁﬂu to be feenin
Herodntiis’s time, one on the road betyween Ephefus and Pho-
cxa, and the other between Smyrana and Sardis, They were
ar fncd after the E.lnop an and E«*) prian manner; held a j-l- ~
elin in one hand, dnd ‘2 bow in the other; and acrofs the
%xcaﬂ bad a line dzuwxlftonlfﬁnuldertofhoal ¢ér, in which
ras rhxc infeription s - This region I obraired by 1]-6 wy fol-
fe/x, Unt ey AIH‘}OI‘)’,Ib I. C. 3. - !

his
1
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his return may rather be imputed to the news which he 4. M
reccived from the Egyptian high prieft, of his brother’ A Lhrlfl
revolt and ufurpation. . 148g, etc.
For, encouraged with his long abfence, and grear di- fiomNumb. -
ftance, Armais had done every thing that was interdicted :X;"Of%:ﬁ”
him: Had affumed the diadem, violated the queen, made reronomy.
promifcuous ufe of the king’s concubines, arid, by the advice ~—v—
of his falfe friends, was now medxra;xng to maintiint his
viurpatian by force of arms: But hearing of his brother’s
return, he fcigns himfelf of another temper; meets hum at
Pelvlium, a fxontlcr town, before he could have certain
intelligence of what had pafled; and there recéived him
with all the appearance of {ubmiffion and joy, but with a
real defign, not only to take away his life, but quite extir-
Jue his whole family, ‘To this end e invited the king
his brother, the queen, and her children, to a banquet, '
which he had plepared for, their refrefhment ; but when
¢hey had all drask very plentifully, and were now gone to
reft, he caufed a great quantity of dried reeds, which
he had before prepared for that purpofe, to -be Ilaid
round the king’s pavilion, and fet on fire, in hopes to
deﬁroy them all. Sefoftris, perceiving the danger he
was in, and expelfting no affiftance from his guards,
who were all overcome with wine, * lifted up his hands,
and imploring the gods in behalf of kis wife and children,
he rufhed with them through the flames; and being
thus unexpetedly preferved, he made oblations to feve-
ral of the gods, but more efpecially to Vulcan, by whofe
protection he thought himfelf delivered.  The traitor Ar-
mais being thus defeated in his wicked defign, betook him-
felf to arms; but was foon difcomfired by Sefoftris, and
forced to ﬂge into Greece, where he £ criled at Argos, and
not long (.rter, vas chofen king : While his vi€toricus bro-
ther, after. nine vears abfmce, rctmnmg in triumph into
Lovpt adorned the temples with rich {poils : And having
d;fbmded his army, after he had rewarded them accovrding
to their merit, he | began to apply his mind to fuch fiupen-
* Herodotus adds one circumftancemore: Thar wolking our
of ﬂcep, and findiny his danger, he confuired with his quesu
what to do in this ex tremxty who advifed him to throw two
of his children into the flames, that they mizhtferve asa
bridge for all the rett; which he accordinrvly did, ard {fo ti-
all efcaped. But this is generally deemed a-miftake in our
hiiterian, or a circemftunce crept in, onpurpofe to make the di-
frefsappear move 0o fing s Nedford's Scripiare Gorenolsoy, lib.

o
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. *:1 M. 5 dous works as might immortalize his name, and gverlaft-
A)nts’leﬂ' ingly contribute to the public good. - :
1489. & Hebuilt a temple in every city in Egypt, and dedlcared
from N“f}f: it to the peculiar god of the place. This was a work where-
=il 1o the i he employed none but captives; and therefore he had it
teronomy. infcribed upon each temple, None of the natives were put to
=~ lnbour here. He railed valt mounts and hills of earth, to
which he removed the cities that had before too low a fitu-
ation, in order o fecure both man and beaft from the dan-
ger of the Nile’s-inundations. All the way, from Memphis
to the fea, he dug canals, which from the Nile branched
out, and hot only made an eafier conveyance from place to
place, but-greatly advanced the trade and profperity of the
kingdom. Alli the towns that were upon the frontiers,
and lay before expofed to any fuperiour number of forces,
he fortified againft the incurfions of enemies. and made
them of difficult accels. He defended the eaft-fide of E-
gypt againft the irruptions of the Syrians and Arabians,
with a wall drawn from Pelufium, through the deferts, as
far as Heliopolis, which is at leaft fifteen hundred furlongs.
He caufed a thip of two hundred and eighty cubits long to
be built all of cedar, gilded over with gold without, and
lined with filver within; and to perpgtuate the memory of
his aftions, he ereted two obelifks of polithed marble, an
hundred and twenty cubits high, on which was infcribed an
account of the extent of his empire, the value of his reve-
nue, and the number of the nations which he had conquer-
ed. One thing however is reported of him, which argues
an horrid infolence in fo great a man, and tarnithes his
chara&er not a litile, and tllat is, that at {et times his cu-
ftom was, to have the tributary kings, and fuch as held
their dorainions under his favour, to come into Egypt to
pay their homage ; and though he received them at firft
‘with all the figns of honour and refpedt, yet on certain
occafions, he would have his horfes unharneflfed, and fome
four or more of thefe kings yoked together, and made to
draw his chariot: But, bating this opprobrious piece of
ari obance, (* and whereof he wag cured before he dxed)
« “he
* The manner in which he was cured is faid to be th;s-
One day, as fome of thefe tributary kings were drawing him a-:
fong, he perceived one of them to look back upon one of the
wheels, with a very great ftedfaftnefs ; and thereupon i mqumnp"
+  what might be the {ubject of his rhouqhts or 'the occafion of
his deep attention, he received an anlwer to this effect:

- The‘ ‘
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he was certainly, in all refpeds, the greateft prince thate- A 1‘6’2,

+ fat upon the Egypian throne; and (what fome have 3315575
accounted an augmentation of his greatnefs) after he had 1489, &c.
reigned three and thirty years, he loft his eye-fight, and out from Nu';:-
of difguit, laid violent hands upon himfelf, thereby mak- X'ii-fothe

" ing his magnanimity in death (as they call it) equal to the ieronomy.
glorious ations of his life. —
After that the children of Ifrael had left the Egyptians in The hiftory
the Red fea, the firft people that gave them any moleftation mal}c‘f“&'
were the Amalekites. Amalek was the fon of Eliphaz, by
his concubine Timna, as Elphaz was the firft-born of
Efau. He gave name both 'to the people and country
where he lived, and notwithftanding the fpurioufnefs of
his birth, is, (#) in the catalogue of the Dukes of Edom,
reckoned as one of them.' The country of the Ama-
lekites lay fomewhere between Egypt and Paleftine, and
was therefore very probably bounded by Canaan to the
north; by Egypt, or its dependent territories, to the fouth ;
by Edom, or the land of Seir, to the eaft; and by the de-
ferts towards the fea, or perhaps by the margin of the fea
itfelf, to the welt.
Their religion was at at firft no doubt the fame that was
taught in the houfe of Abraham ; but in procefs of time,
they were carried away with the general corruption, and
fell into the fame idolatry that their brethren the Edomites
pradtifed. And, as to their commerce or trade, the fitua-
tion of their country might favour them, as much as their
neighbours, and the fuperiority of the power and great-
nefs, to which they had advanced themfelves, looks as if
they had improved it more than others.
Their form of government was monarchical ; and as it
appears that the firft, (at leaft one of the firft), and the
laft of their kings was called «gag, it is no unlikely fuppo-
fition, that all their intermediate kings bore the fame name.
However this be, ir is certain, that, at this time, they

¢¢ The going round of the wheel, O King, calls to my mind the
¢ viciflitndes of fortune: For as every part of the wheel is up-
¢« permoft and lowermoft by turns, {o it is with men, who one
¢ day fit on a throne, and on the next day are reduced to the
«« vileft degree of flavery.” Which anfwer ftruck the king with
fuch compuné‘tlon thatfor ever after he gave off this inhuman
practice ; Diodorus, lib. 1. ; and Univerfal biffory, lib, 1.c. 3.
(-} Gen, xxvi, 12,
were
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A M. weréa ﬁﬁum{hmg nation, and growg up to fucha + fuddén
"'AX‘IS’C}‘:‘:{{ height of power and grandcur, that their king is {poken
3480, &c. " of as much fiperiour to ‘any otlier; and therefore, when
fromNumb, Balaam foietels the future’ majefty of the Jewifh ttate, he
::’);‘Lf“]’):e exprefles Himfelf, that ('t) their king fhould be higher than
teronomy. 4Z485. and ftiles them the ﬁ;;ﬂ of ‘the nations ; which feems
* =~ 10 countendnce the wonderful thmgs which the Arabian

hiftorians'tell us of théfe people, vrz. that they once con-
quered Egyvpt, and poflefled the throne of that kingdoai
for feveral generatiods. ‘Lhe-truth is, thefe Amalekites
were a bold and daring péople from the very firft. No
fooner had the Ifraelites {et foot upon the Arabian fhore;
“but they confpired againft them, dnd falling on their rear;
in their march to Horeb, made. fome {laughter. among
them, which Jothua, as foon as he had got. his fighting
men in order, took care to repay ; though it muft be con-
fefled, that God, for fome tine, was pleafed to make ufe of
this nation (in conjunétion with fome of the Canaanites)
0. {#) be fc&urge: in the fides, and thorns in the eyes, i. e:

v his infiruments for the punithment of the dxﬂidcnce, and
difobedience of his own people.
Of the -  Bfaw, wlho, either from the colour of his hair and

domites,  complexion, or for felling his birth-right to Jacob for a
mefs of red pottage, had the name of Edom given him:
was the progenitor likewife of this. people.- "Yheir ancient
kingdom, - when in its meridian, was bounded on the
north by the land of Canaan and Sali-fea; on -the
fouth by the Arabian gulf; on the eaft, by the land of
Midian; dand on the weft, by the kingdomn of Amalek :
i

+ The kingdom of Edom commenced much abotit the tin =
of the Ifraelites departure aut of Egypt; and that of ‘%mqlu‘
could not be much, if any thing at all, older ; and therefore
when Balaam exprefled himfelf in fo mqh a firain, concermuf'
Agag, and his monarchy, it could not have been much ab(;v
forty years ftanding. The expreflion of Amalek’s being the firjl
of the nations, our vertion turns otherwile in the margin, 72
Jirft of the nations that avarred againft Ifrael; and if we compare
what is faid of Agag, but thirteen verfes b foxe, we {hail not
ke at a lofs for the right, at lealt for a natural explication of
the words, wiz, that they were the greatell, and moft noble
nation at that time; and accordxn@l Le C.uc s verfion tiiles
them the firft fruits of the wations, by which, in his Commen-
tary, he underftands them to have been the moft ancient and
potent nation of any of thafe which proceeded from ilc loins
of Abraham and Lot; chwn 1! ’/bv lib, 1. ¢, .
(#) Numb, zziv. 7. («) foth. sz 13, '

And
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And in this compafs of ground, they had feveral remark- A. M.
able cities (befides two eminent fea ports, klath and Efion- ’X’t5'é;)°rlr
geber) on the Arabian gulph; burt the latter of thefe be- ; %9 &c.
came {o infamous for the many wrecks which befel the from Num,
thipping that frequented it, that, in time, it came to be dif- "["):l”oft%zzf
ufed. . teronomy.
The people were naturally bold and courageous; jea~ “———
lous of their rights, and always in a difpofition to main-
tain them; as thofe who claim the empire of the fea, (in
the maoner that they did) {hould always be. As they were
defcended from Abraham, we are not to doubt, but that
their belief and practice were right at firft, though, by de-
grees, (x) they fell into idolatry ; and if we can fuppofe
that the book of Job was of as ancient date as is pretend-
ed, and that he himfelf lived among thefe people, we can-
not but acknowledge, that the (y) invention and ufe'of
conftellations in aftronomy, (z) the art of writing, (a) the
art of navigation, and many more parts of truly ufeful
knowledge, were begun, and cultivated among them.
The form of their civil conftitution {eems to have varied
according to the exigencies of the times. The Horites,
who very early inhabited this country, were ruled at firft
by their refpective patriarchs, or heads of families ; (4) till
being overcome by Chederlaomer, king' of Elam, who
fwept them before him, with other nations, they, to fecure
themfelves for the time to come, changed the conftitution
into an eletive monarchy ; and it was under this form of
government, that Efau, and his family lived for fome time
fojourners in this land. The monarchy however did not
laft above feven or eight fucceffions, till, fome way or other,
it came to be divided into feveral little independent princi-
palities or dukedoms ; and as the pofterity of Efau exceed-
ed all others in the numbeér of their dukes, it cannot be
incongruous to fuppofe, that they had the greateft hand in
brmgmg about this revolution, and the largeft {hare in the
government that was founded thereupon. «
And as they had the largeft fhare in the government,
it is notunreafonable to {uppofe farther, thatin confequence
of their power, they foon expelled the Horxtc dukes, and
at the fame time might force Amalek, or his {purious off-

(x) 2 Kings viii, 20. (y) Job ix. 8. (=) Ibid. xix, 24,
(2) Ibid ix. (#) Bithop Cumberland’s Orig. gent. antiq.

Vor. IIL K {pring,



72 The Hif’fory of the BIBL E, Book IV,

A.M. {pring, to leave their dominions. For in the next genera-
2515 &% tion, the pofterity of Efau are Riled abfolute dukes of E-
1430, e, dom, were onlx cleven in number, and in all the country
from Numb had no rivals. ~ But as the approach of the children of If-
Z:}X;k“l’)t}l‘f rael put them, and every mation elfe, in a great confterna-
teronomy.  tion, they thought it moft conducive to their general fafety,

to' unite under one common head; and thereupon having
made choice of a king, they refolved to maintain their
ground againft any invafion. It was to this namelefs king,
or perhaps his fucceflfor, that Mofes fent ambaffadors, de-
firing a free paffage through his country, which he abfo-
lutely denied, and to let him fee that he was in earneft,
immediately took the field ; but as his defign was to a&
upon the defenfive only, and not diftrefs a people that were
his brethren, in matters wherein he could relieve them,
without danger to himfelf, (¢) he fupplied them (for their
meney) with whatever neceffaries they wanted. And thus
far the hiftory of the Edomites, during this period, goes.
Of the Moab, the fon of Lot, by an inceftuous commerce with
Moabites. tlie elder of his daughters, was the progenitor of this peo-
ple, and gave name to their country ; which was bounded
on the eaft, by the deferts of Arabix; on the weft, by the
mountains that lie eaft from the Dead-fea ; on the north,
by the country of the Amonites, the defcendents of Lot
by his younger daughter ; and on the fouth, by the brook
or little river Zerid, which runsinto the Dead<fea; fothat,
in the whole, it is about forty miles in length, and as much
in breadth.

"That the people had once the knowledge of the true
God, can hardly be doubted ; but in time they loved not
to retain that knowledge, but introduced the worfhip of
falf¢ gods, with fuch monfirous and obfcene ceremonies,
as are not fitto be named. Their principal idols were Che-
mofh and Baal-peor; and to thefe they facrificed, on
mountains dedicated to that fervice, and in temples built in
their cities, not only oxen and rams, but upon extraordi-
nary occafions, human vitims.

The form of their government was regal, and the firft
inhabitants of their country were the Emims, a great and
powerful people, of extraordinary firength and ftature,
very probably the defcendents of Ham, and of the fame gi-
gantic race with the Anakims and Rephaims, though the

(c) Deut. ii. 28, 29.
Moabites
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Moabites called them by the name Emims, which, in He- g f 1}&

brew, fignifies ferrible. And too terrible an enemy had j oot
they been for the Moabites, had not Chedorlaomer and his 1439, &e.
allies, by their frequent incurfions, much weakened them, ;‘51’1“‘1‘12“:23
and made them an eafy prey. The Moabites, however, when end of Deu-
they had thus difpoflefled them, kept not their new domi- teronomy.
nions long entire ; for Sihon, king of the Amorites, who ’
bordered on them eaftward, fought doa.mﬁ: the king of

Moab, and took from him all his kmgdom to the nor [h\ of

the river Arnon. _

The fucceflor to this king was Balak, who was then up-
on the throne, when the Ifraclites came and encamped in
the neighbourhood of his country. His tampering with the
infamous Balaam was the reafon why his people were not
permitted to mix or intermarry with the Hebrews; but as
the Midianites, (whofe hiftory we are now come to), were
more particularly infirumental in feducing them to idola-
try, their punithment, for the prefent, was more fevere.

Midian, the fourth fon of Abraham by his wife Ketu-.0f the
rah, is generally reputed to have given name to the coun- Micianites.
try, and to have been the progenitor of the Midianites, who,
in the early ages of the world, were confounded with (d) the
Ithmaelites, and foon after feem to be conjoined with the
(e) Moabites, as if they had been beth one nation ; when
the true reafon of this feeming commixture was, that ac-
cording as they lived to the norther or fouthern parts of
the country, of courfe they joined themf{elves either to the
Moabites or Ifhmaelites ; and upon that account, are often-
times promifcuoufly mentioned in Scripture.

‘What the limits of their country were, it is not {o eafy a
matter to perceive. Its boundary on the eait is uncertain,

‘but on the weft it was contiguous to theland of Edom ; on
the north, to the country of Moab ; and on the fouth to
the Red fea.

+ Its inhabitants were very numerous, and may be diftin-
guifhed into two forts, fhepherds and merchants, The
thepherds moved up and down in tents; they drove their
cattle before them, even when they went to war; and feem
to have had few or no fixed habitations, except fome
firong holds ncar the borders of their country. The
merchants, in like manner, travelled from place to place,

(4) Gen, xxxvii, 25, 28. (¢) Ibid. xxxvi, 335.

K 2 in
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A.M. in companies, or caravans, (as it is the cuftom in thofe
o Srtun, Parts even to this day), and the only fertlements they feem
1489, etc, to have had were their marts, and ftations, in places con-
fromNumb. venient for their trade.

’C‘X:i“of“]’)gf By thefe two different employs, however, the whole na-
teronomy. tion flourithed to a great degree. The merchants grew ex-
“——~— ceflively rich; and the fhepherds, by exchanging with them
their cattle for gold, {and jewels of all kinds, were enabled -
to make a much better appearance than other nations. But
as their affluence in thefe things foon introduced luxury,
they were a people remarkable for all kinds of vanity, riot,
and excefs. Though their learning could not be great, yet
their merchants were obliged to know fomething of writ-
ing and arithmetic, in order to keep their accounts; and
as, they werc traders, and fitnate on the Red fea, it can
hardly be fuppofed, but that they applied themfelves to
fhip-building, in order to explore not anly their own coafts,
but thofe of other countries likewife, that lay contiguous to
them ;,and confequently, could not be without fome toler-

able fkill in geography and geometry. :
Their religion differed, according to the part of the
country which they inhabited. Thofe who lived in the
north of Midian, fell into~all the abominations of the
Moabites, and in their endeavour to corrupt the Ifraelites,
quite exceeded them : But thofé that were placed more to-
wards the fouth, (if we may take Jethro, who is faid ta
have ruled over a people near the Red fea, for a pattern),
retained juit notions of God, and of the form of worthip
which he had prefcribed to their forefathers ; for they offer-
ed up praifes, and thank{givings, and facrifices.to him,
though their religious rites and ceremonies are not {pecified.
Their form of government might, in the like manner,
be diffcrent, accerding to the pait of the country which
they inhabited, though, in the main. it looks as if'it had been
ariftocratical, rather than monarchical.  Jethro indeed,
in our tranflation. is called « prieff; and becaufe the
word, in the original, does equally fignify a prince, it has
generally been concluded, that he had the honour of being
both.  Mention is likewife made of other princes; and
the five who fell by the "hand of Ifrael, are fometimes
ftyled kings, and fometimes dukes of Midian : So that
this natoin feems to have been governed by a multirude
of dukes, or petty princes, who, perhaps, in their own
Jurifdiétion,
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jurifdi€ton, were independent on each other, and yet, fome 4 I\g;c
way or other, were, in Mofes’s time, (f) feudatory under 33\ c/
Sihon king of the Amorites. Sihon, indeed, had made a 1439, &e.
conqueft trom the Moabites of the beft part of the coun- f:&l:: :}“t';)‘e
try he then poffefled, and having fettded himfelf in their 4 ¢ pey.
place, made feveral of the neighbouring princes tributary teronomy. -
to him ; but refufing a paflage to the Hebrews,and coming
without 4 any provocation to attack them, he himlielf was
flain, and his whole army routed ; Hefhbon, his capital ci-
ty, was taken; and all the reft of his dominjons diftributed
among the Ifraelites.

Thefe were the {everal nations on the other, i. ¢. on
the éaft-fide of Jordon, which God delivered into the
hands of his people ; and more we fhall have to fay of them,
as they meet us in our way. In the mean time, the pro-
grefs which the Ifraelites have hitherto made, the enemies
they have vanquithed, and the kingdoms they have feized
and divided among themfelves, notwithftanding all the ar-
tifices to prevent them, do {ufficiendy verify that conclu~
ﬁon, at the end of their leader’s laft exhortation s (g) Hap-

() Jofh. xiii. 21, ’

t It is reckoned good policy in a general, when he has any
great defign in agitation, which cannot {o well be executed
without pafling through a neutral country, not to afk leave at
firt, becaufe too much civility wouldlay him under the fufpicion
of fear ; but firft of all to enter the prince’s country, and then
to fend and defire permiflion for his troops to march through
it. But this was not Mofes's pradice. He firft fent ambatla-
dors to the king of the Amorites, with this peaceable meflage ;
¢« Let me pafs through thy land, we will not turn into the
fields, or into the vineyards ; we will not drink the waters of
the well ; but we will go along by the king's highway, till
« we be palt the borders:  Thou fhalt fell me meat for money,
¢ that I may eat, and give me water for money, that I may drink ;
< only [ awill pafi throigh on my feet;”” Numb. xxi. 22, After
fo civil a meflage as this, if Sihon thought not proper to let
the children of Ifrael pafs through his country, he might have
contented himfelf with fo doing, becaufe it does not appear,
that the Ifraelites ever threatened to force their paffuge: But
when, inftead of adting upon the defenfive, (which was all that
in reafon ke fhould have done), he fets himfelf at the head of
his forces, and marches out to fight; the war muft be deemed
unjuft on his fide, and the fate he met with no more than his
defert ; Calmet's Dictionary. .
" (£) Deunt. xxxiii, 28, 29.

'
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A M py art thou, O Ifrael! Who is like unto thee, O people faved

S S, by the Lord, the [bield of thy help ; and who is the fword of
1489, &c. thy excellency 2 Thine enemies fhall be found liars untq thee,
from 1\12’?}1 and thou fbalt tread upon their high place: The fountain of
:ﬁ’d“of Dew. Jacob fball be upon a land of corn and wine, and bhis heavens

teronomy. fhall drop down dew,
N e

1

!

The END of the FouRTH Boox.
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Containing an Account of Things, from the Iftael-
ites Fntrance into the Land of Canaan, to the .
Building of Solomon’s Temple: In all; 447 Years.

CHAP IL
From their .Entrance, to the Death of Fofbua.

The HisToORY.

E IPON the death of Mofes, Jofhua, who had along ,
while been his prime minitter, by the command °f2-553; ete.
God, undertook the conduét of the children of If- Ant.Chrift,

rael; and as it was a very momentous charge, he was not ;ﬁ)’;{:’yf&f:

a little anxious how he thould be cnabled to execute it. e o tie end.

faw himfelf indeed at the head of {ix hundred thoufand e

fighting men ; but then the pations which he was to fub- Je)d;’ Motee

due, were a warlike and gigantic people, that had already in the go-
taken the alarm, and therefore made carly preparations for Yerimenr

a defence ; had fortified their cities, and confederated their ?a:mec,;’

forces againft him. And while he was mufing on thefe

things, to give him encovragementin his underaking, + God

' was
+ It is the opinion of moft interpreters, that whenever God is

{aid to fpeak to Mofes, to Jofhua,or any other pious maninthe

Old Teftament, he dozs not do it by himfelf, but by, an angel

only. Thisperhaps might be his moit common way of commu-

nicating himfelf; butthere want not feveral inflancesinScrip-

ture,
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A. M. was pleafed to affure him, that he would not fail to pro-
2553 i te€ and aflit him in it, in the fame manner as he had
1451, &c. done his predeceflor Mofes, and provided he-took care to
g"t‘ﬁg"e‘:“d‘ obey his laws, as Mofes bad done, make the whole land of
«——— Canaan a cheap and eafy conqueft to him : And therefore

without perplexing his mind any farther, he ordered him
He fengs immediately to fet about the work.

fpies into * The city of Jericho was juft oppofite to the place
the land of :

Canaan, . . . .
. God himfelf, or (as others will have it) the eternal Logor, con-

verfes with his fervants. Andthishe may do, either by a mental
locution, wherein he objets to their minds the exprefs idea of
what fuch a number of words would convey; or by a corporzl
locution, when he affumes an apparent body, and {peech, in
the fame manner that men {peak. But in the place before us,
(whether it were an angel, or God himfelf), he feems to have
{poken to Jolhua out of the fan&uary, from whence he had
fpoken to him a little before Mofes’s death, and gave him en-
couragement to perform ftrenuoufly what he is now putting
upon him 5 Deunt. xxx1. 14, 23.

* ]encho was a city of Canaan, which afterwaris fellto the
lot of the tribe of Benjamin, about feven leagues diftant from
Jerufalem, and two from Jordan Mofes calls it likewife the
city of palm-trees, Deut. xxxiv, 3. becaufe there were great
numbers of them in the plains of Jerichojand not only of palm-
trees, but, as Jofephus tells us, (Antiq. lib, 4. c. 5.), balfam-
trees likewife, which produced the precious liquor in fuch high
efteem among the ancients The plain of Jericho was watered
with a rivalet, which wasformerly falt and bitter, but wasaf--
terwards {weetened by the prophet Elitha, 2 Kings ii. 21, 22.;
whereupon the adjacent country, which was watered by, it,
became not only one of the moft agreeable, but moft fertile {pots
in all that country. As to the city itfelf, after it was deftroyed
by Jofhua, it was, in the days of Ahab king of Ifrael, rebuilt
by Hiel the Bethelite, 1 Kings xvi. 34.and in the times of the
laft kings of Judea, yielded to nene, except Jérfalem. For it
was adorned with a royal palace, wherein Herod the Great di-
ed; with an Aigpodromus, or place where the Jewifh nobility
learned to ride the greathorfe, and other arts of chivalry ; with
an amphitheatre, and other magnificent buildings; but during
the fiege of ferufalem, the treachery of its inhabitants provok-
ed the Romansto deftroyit. After the fiege was over, there was
another city built, but not upon the fame place where the two
former {lood; for theruins of them are feen tothisday. Of what
accountand bi gnefsit was, wehaveno certain information; but
fome later travellers inform us, that atprefent it isno more than
a poor, nalty village of the Arabs; Well'sGeography of the Old and
New Teflament; and Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo,

where
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‘where he was to ¥ pafs the rviver Jordan ; and asit was A-M.
the firft that he intended to attack, he thought it advifeable 33535 %
10 fend two {pies ‘thither, to take a view of the fitvation 1451, ete,

and firength, and avenues of the place. As foon as the fr°2J°ﬂ“cii-
: X E to the end.

* Jordan is fuppofed tg derive its name from the Hebrew ~—~v—
word For, which fignifies a/})riﬂg, and Daxn; which is a fmall
town, and not far ?rorn the fountain-head of this river. It is
certainly a river of very great note in holy writ, and of it the
Jewilh hiftorian gives us the following account: ¢ The head
*¢ of this river has been thought tobe Panion ; but; in truth, it
¢ pafles hither under ground, and the fource of it is Phiald, ari
¢ hundred and twenty furlongs from Cafarea Philippi, a little
¢ on the right hand, and not muchoutof the way to Tracho-
¢¢ nis,—¥rom the cave of Panion, it crofles the bogs and fens of
¢ the I.ake Semechonitis, and after a courfe of an hundred and
¢ twenty furlongs further, pafles undet the city of Julias (or
¢ Bethfaida), and fo over the Lake Gennefareth, or Tiberias,
¢ and then, runninga long way through a wildernefs or defert,
t¢it empties itfelf intothe L.ake Afphaltites, or the Dead-fea.”
Now fince the cave Panion lies at the foot of mount Lebanos,
‘and the Lake Afphaltites reachésto the very extremity of the
foutk of Judea, the fiver Jordan muft extend its courfe quite
from the northern to the fouthern boundary of the Holy Land;
But the largenefs of this river is far from being equal to itsex-
tent. It may be faid indeed to have twobanke; whereof the firft
and gutermoft is that to whichtheriver does, orat leaft anciently
‘did, overflow at fome feafons of the year; but at prefent, (whe-
ther the rapidity of the current bas worn its channel deeper,
orits waters are dire&ted fome other way), fo it is that it feemis
to have forgot its ancient greatnefs: For ¢ we (fays Mr. Maun-
“ drell) could difcern no fign or probability of fuch overflow-
“ ing, tho’ we were there on the zoth of March, which is the
¢ propertime forits inundations. Nay, fo far was theriver from-
& 'overﬂowing, that it ran at leaft two yardsbelow the brink of
““jts channel, After you have defcended the outermoft bank,
< (continues he), you go about a furlong upon the level firand
‘¢ before you come to the immediate bank of the river, which
¢« is {o befet with bufhes and trees, fuch as tamarifks, willows,
t¢ oleanders, ¢, that you can fee no water, until you have
“ made your way through them. In this cover of the
<« banks, lions, and other wild creatures are faid to hide them-
« felves in fummer, but, upon the inundation of the river, they
¢ are forced to diflodge.” To which the prophet feems to al-
lude in thefe words, He fball come up like a lion from the fuwel-
ling of Fordan, Jer.xlix. 19. Theriver, in fhort, feems much
diminifhed fromits ancient grandeur; for it is not above twenty
yards in breadth, though deep and muddy, and a little too ra-
pid to fwith over ; JVetls-and Maundrell, ibid. :

Vor. HI. L © {pies

-
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A. M. fpies were gone, he bade the officers go through the camp,
7555 ¢ and give the people notice, that within three days they
Ao, Chrift e . ; K _
,47;‘,, &c, WeEre t0 p,afs the Jordan, in order to take pofleflion of the

sron Jofh.i. promifed land, and were therefore + to provide themf{elves
to the end. ol yi&uals for their march. * The {pies who were

S i )

+ The Ifraelites ufual food, while they fojourneyed in the
wildernefs, was manna ; but as they approached the promifed
Jand, where they might have provifion in an ordinary way,
that miraculous bread did perhaps gradually decreafe; and in the
fpaceof a few days after this, was totally withdrawn, They were
‘now inthe countries of Sion and Og, which they had lately
conquered, and the vituals which they were commanded to
provide themfelves with, were fuch as their new conqueft af-
forded : For being, after three days, (Jofh. iii, 1.), toremove
very early in the morning, they might not perhaps have had "
time to gather a fufficient quantity of manna, and to bake it
before they were obliged to march 5, Patrick’s Commentary,

" * The eaftern writers tell us, that thefe {pies (whom they
. .make to be Caleb and Phineas) were valiant and religious men,
and in the prime of their youth ; that to pafs unobferved, they
changed their habits, as if they had come from a diftant coun-
try ; and if any one afked them any queftions, their reply was
to this effect: <« We are people from the eaft, and our compa-
<< nions have heard of this powerful people, who were forty
¢ years in the wildernefs, without either guide or provifion ;
<« and it was reported to us, that they hada God whom they
< called the king of heaven and earth,and who (as they fay) hath
¢ given them both your and our country. Qur principals have
¢« cherefore fent us to find out the truth hereof, and to report it
¢¢ tothem. We have likewife heard of their captain, whom they
¢« call Jofhua,the fon of Nun, who put the Amalekites to flight,
¢ whodeftroyed Sihon and Og,the kings of Midian and Moab.
< Wo therefore be to us, and you, and all that flee to us for
-¢¢ fhelter ! They are a people who pity none, leave none alive,
«¢ drive all out of their country, and make peace with none,
* We are all accounted by them infidels, profane, proud, and
‘¢ rebellious. Whoever of us or you, therefore, that intend to
¢¢ take care of themielves, let them take their families, and be
¢ gone, left they repent of their ftay when it is too late,” By
this means they impofed upon the people; and (as Jofephus in-
formsus) went whither they would, and faw whatever they had
a mind to, without any ftop or queltion. They took a view of
the walls, the gates, the ramparts, and paffed the whole day for
men of curiofity only, withoutany defign. Sothatif any credit
may bé given to this account, it was but juft that they who
thusimpofed upon the Canaarites fhould, in the fame manner,
be impofed upon by the Gibeorites ; Chronicon Samaritanum
Arabice feriptunz, p. 65.; and Jefephus's Antiq.l. 5. c. 1.
) - fent
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ent upon this hazardous expedition, got fafe into thé city, A. M.
and took up their lodgings in a public-houfe that was kept 533,55,
by a widow-woman, whofe name was Rahab. But they 141, &c.
had not been long there, before intelligence was brought ‘o foh. i
to the king, fo that he ordered the gates to be fhut, and-?He .
fearch to be made for the men : But their hoftefs having Whobeing
had fome notice of ii, hid them under fome hempen ftocks, #1241y ea-

. . : tertained by
which lay drying * upon the roof of her houfe, and when raha, re-
the king’s officers came, fhe told them, ¢ ‘That there had turn to the
¢ indeed been two ftrangers there, who had made a ﬂmort';f_':tp n
¢ ftay at her houfe, but that, a little before fun-fet, they =

¢ went away, but might eafily be overtaken, becaufe they
¢ had not been' long gone :” Whereupen they fent out
meflengers after them, as far as the fords of Jordan; but
in vain. Having thus eluded the king’s officers, Rahab
goes up to the fpies, and tells them, ¢ That the was very
¢ confident their Goud, (who was the only true God, both:
¢ in heaven and earth), had delivered that country into .
¢ their hands: that the a&ions which he had done for
“ them, in making all oppofition fall before them, had
¢ ftruck a panic fear into all its inhabitants ; and that
¢ therefore, as fhe was confident that this would be the e-
¢ vent, and had, in this inftance, fhewn them uncommon
¢ kindnels, her only requeff’was, that when they came a-
¢ gainft the city, they would, in return, fpare her, and her
* family’s lives; for which fhe defired of them fome af-
 furance.” An offer {o generous and 1o unexpected, joins
ed with fo liberal a:confeflion, could not but engage the
two fpies to a compliance with whar the requefted ; and
therefore they promiled, and folemply {wore to her, that
whenever they became mafters of the city, not only fhe,
and her family, but every one elle, that was in her houle,
thould be exempted frem the common ruin,

The gates were fo clofely fhut and guarded, that there
was no poffibility for making their efcape that way; but
Rahab’s houfe being happily fituated npon the city-wail,
as {foon as it was conveniently dark, fhe firft charged them

* The roofs of houfes. were then very flat, and having pro-
bably battlements round them to fecure.people from talling
off, (as the manner of building was afterwardsamong the Jews,
Deut. xxii. 8,), were made made ufe of for places to wulk, or
at any rime to lay any kind of gocds upon.

L2 to
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A.M. to make to the neighbouring mountains, where they might
2553 e keep themfelyes concealed, until the meflengers were re-
1451, ere. turned, and then let them down by a filken cord from one
from Joth. i. of her windows, which faced the country, But before they
o che end. parted, they agreed, that this fame cord hung-out at her
window, thoyld be the token between them ; and therefore
they defired, that whoever fhe minded to fave, might,
when their army approached the city, be kept within doors.
The fpies, having thus luckily efcaped, took Rahab’s ad-
vice, and concealed themfelves in' the mountains, until
thofe who were fent ont to purfue them were rgturned to
the city, and then they made the beft of their way to the
camp ; where they informed Jofhua of their whole adven-
ture, and withal gave him to underftand, that the genéral
confternation which they found the people in, was to them
a fure omen that God Almighty intended to crown their
arms with fuccefs.

'LT}’CUF“I‘ Pleafed with this news, Jothua gave orders for the army

;f::rpfoifhe to decamp ; but, Before he did that, he reminded the tribes

dan. of Reuben and Gad, and the half-tribe of Manafleh, of
the promife they had made Mofes, to affift their brethren
in the conqueft of Canaan; + which they readily conient-
ed to do, and not only in that, but in every thing elfe he
commanded them to do, promifed to obey him with the
fame cheerfulpefs that they had done Mofes : So that forty
thoufand of them decamped with him, and fell down to
the banks of Jordan.

It was now in the time of the barley-harveft, (which
in thefe hot countries falls early in the fpring), when, by
reafon of hafty rain, and the melting of the {now upon
Mount Lebanon, the river is generally full of water, and

+ The two tribes and an half had the countries which had
lately been conquered, and were now given to them in pof-
feflion, to preferve againft the attempts of the nations from
whom they had taken them; and can hardly be fuppofed to
go, one and all, along with their brethren to the conqueft of
the countries which lay on the other fide of the river Jordan.
In the lalt mufter of the army, they confifted of above an
hundred thoufand able foldiers; and we can hardly fuppofe,
that at this time their number was decreafed. 'Fhe forty
thoufand that went over Jordan, were but a part of them, and
the reft were left behind to guard their new conquefts againft
the vanquifhed nations, that had abundant reafon to become
their enemies; Saurin, vol. 3. Differtoticn g,

N
fometimes,
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fometimes overflows its banks : And as {oon as the army
was come within a {mall diftance of the place where it

83
A. M.
2563, &e,

Ant.Chrift,

was intended they fhould crofs, Jofhua fent and communi- 1451, &
cated to every tribe the order that was to be obferved in fromJoh.i.

this folemn march. The priefts, bearing the ark, were to
begin the proceflion ; each tribe in the order in which they
ufed to march, were to follow, When the priefts were

got into the middle of the channel, there they were to ftand
tili, until the whole multitude was got fafe to the other
fhore ; ; ahd that this wonderful paflage might be more re-
garded, they were all injoined to fané‘n‘y themfelves, by
wa{hmg their cloaths, avoiding all impurities, and abftain-
mng from matrimonial inter cou"fe the night before.

Before they crofitd the river, ]'oLhua, by God’s direc-
tion, appointed twelve men, out of every tribe one, to
chufe twelve ftones (according to the number of their tiibes)
iti the midft of thé chunnel, where the priefts, with the
ark, weré ordered to ftand, and + there to fet them up,
{that they might be feen from each fide of the river, when
the waters were abated), as a morument of this great mira-
cle; and to bring twelve more athore with them for the
Jike purpofe.

With thefe orders and infiructions, the army fet for-
ward. The priefts, with the ark, led the van; and as
{oon as they touched the river wuh their feer, the {tream
divided. The waters above went back, and rofe up on
heaps, as far as the city + Adam ; whilft thofe that were be-
low, continuing their courfe towards the Dead-fea, open-
ed a paffage of above 16 or 18 miles for the Ifraelites to
crofs over, and all the time that they were thus crofling,
the priefts with the ark ftood in the middle of the .chan-
pel, till every thing was- done that Jo!hua commanded ;

+ It has been a cuftom in all nations to ered monuments of
ftone, in order to preferve the memory of covenants, victories,
and other great tranfactions; and though there was no infcrip-
tion upon thefe ftones, yet the number of them, and the place
where they lay, (which was not at all {tony), was {fuflicient to
fignify fome memorable thing, which pofterity would not fail
to hand down from one generation to another ; Patrick's Com-
mentary, on Jolhua iv. 7

+ Adam, or Adom, is a place fitnate on the banks of the
viver Jordan, towards the fouth of the fea of Cinnereth, or
ks fen of Galilee ; Welli’s Geography of the 0ld Tefament,

and

to the end,
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A.M. and then, upon their coming out of it, the river returned
2555 & 10 its wonted courfe.

Ant, Chrift, . . . . .

2451, &, Dy this miraculous paflage, Jofhua having gained the

fromJoth.1. plains of Jericho, incamped in a t+ place which was af-

totheend. terwards called Gilgal; and while the whole country lay

under a great terrour and confternation, God commanded +

the rite of circumcifion, which for the fpace of almoft forty

years

+ Gilgal, the place where the Ifraelitesincamped for fome time
after their paflage over’ the river Jordan, was {o called, becaufe
here the rite of circumcifion, which had long been difufed, was
renewed : Whereupon the Lord faid unto Fofbua, this day have I
rolled away the reproachof Egypt (i.e. uncircumcifion) fron off you ;
wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal (i. e. rolling) unto
this day, Joth. v. 9. From this expreflion the place received its
name, and if we look unto its fituation, we fhall find, that as the
Ifraelices pafled over Fordan right againft Fericho, Joth. iii. 16.
and incamped in Gilgal, iz the eaf? border of Fericho, it is plain,
that Gilgal muft be fituated between Jordan and Jericho; and
therefore, fince Jofephus tells us, that Jericho was fixty furlongs
diftant from Jordan, and the camp of Gilgal was fifty furlongs
from the fame river; it hence follows, that Gilgal was ten fur-
lIongs (i.e.about a mile and a quarter) from Jericho eaftward,
But as fome learned men have obferved, that five of the furlongs
ufed by Jofephusmakeup anItalian mile, fo thediftance between
Gilgal and Jericho, will be juft twomiles; which exadly agrees
with the teftimony of St, Jerom, whomakes it two miles diftant
from Jericho, and a place held in great veneration by the inha-
bitants of the country in hisdays; Wells’s Geography, vol ii. c. 4.

+ The command which God gives Jofhua, concerning the rite
of circumcifion, is this,—/Make thee fharp knives, and circumcife
the children of Ifrael, thc fecond time, Jolh.v, 2. And after the
rite was performed, God faid, This day have I rolled away the
reproach of Egypt from off you,ver, 9. Both of which paffages have
given no fmalltrouble to commentators. The fbarp knives are al-
lowed to be (what our marginal notes call them) kuiver of flint;
which ftones could not but be plentiful inthe mountains of Arabia,
and when made very fharp, wherethe knives commonly made ufe
of inthe eaftern countries : But St. Jerom himfelf (as greatan He-
braift as he was) could not find out what was this circumcifion,
which was to pafs upon the Ifraelites the fecond time. Some of
the Jews, from thefe words of Jeremiah, I awi/! punifb the circum-
¢ifed, that has a foreftin, chap.ix. 25. have undertaken toprove,
thatit was poflible to bring the forefkin again by art, which the If-
raelites had done, during their abode in the wildernefs,and for this
rcafon, wereordered to be circumcifed afrefh; and thofe Chriftians

who
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years had been intermitted, to be renewed, . that the peo- 25‘;‘3' %‘C.
ple might be qualified to partake of the enfuing pailover. Lo chii,
This was the third time of their celebrating that feftival : 1451, &c.
The firft was at their departure out of Egypr; the fccondi:’g‘lgzg’d’"
at their ere€tion of the tabernacle, at the toot of Mount s
Sinai ; and now that they were arrived in a country where-

in there was a fufficient provifion of corn for unleavened

who have embraced this notion, pretend to fupport it by the
words of St. Paul, If amy man is called, being circumcifed wi
imiomacw, let him not get a forefkin again, or, as we renderit, let
bim not become uncircumcifed. But whether the recovery of a
prepuce be a thing probable or not, it is certain, thatall the
difficulty of the words arifes from mifunderftanding the idiom
of the original, and may eafily be removed, if they were tran-
flated, or paraphrafed thus, Let the ceremony of circumcifi-
on, awhich bas been fo long difcontinued, be renewed, as it was once
beretofore, While the Ifraelites lived in Egypt, we do not read
of any neglect of this rite of circumcifion among them; but while
theyabode in the wildernefs, there are feveralreafons that might
oblige them to omit it, until they arrived in the promiled land,
when they were to renew the ordinance of the paflover, and,
previous to that, were all to be circumcifed ; becaufe no uncir-
cumcifed perfon, nor any one who had a fon, or 2 man fervant
in his houfe uncircumcifed, was capable of being admitted toit,
Exod. xii, 43. 2d, The rolling away the reproach of Egypt, is fap-
pofed by fome to relate to the reproaches which the Egyptians
ufed to caft upon the Ifraelites, viz. that the Egyptians feeing
the Ifraelites wander fo long in the wildernef(s, reproached and
flouted them, as if they were brought to be deftroyed there,
and not conduéed into the promifed land, from which reproach-
es God now delivered them, when, by enjoining circumcifion,
he gave them aflurance, thatthey thould thortly enjoy the coun-
try, which no uncircumcifed perfon might inherit, Our learned
Spencer thinks the reproach of Egypt to be the flavery to which
they had long been there {fubje@, but were now fully declared
a free people, by receiving a mark of the feed of Abraham, and
being made heirs of the promifed land, But the moflt common
opinion, is, that by the reproach of Egypt, is meant nothing elle
but uncircumcifion, with which the Ifraelitcs alwaysupbraided
aother people, and particularly the Egyptians, with whom they
had lived folong, and were beft acquainted ; and admitting this
to be the true (asit is the molt unconftrained) fenfe, this paffage
is a plain proof, that the Ifraelites could not learn the rite of
circumcifion from the Egyptians, (as {ome pretend), but that the
Egyptians, contrarywife, muft have had it from them ; Univer-
Jal Hiffory, lib, 1. ¢.%.; Spencer De leg. Heb 1.y, ¢. 4.; Pa
trick’s Commentary 5 and Shuctford's Correlin, wol. 3. lib. 12.

; »
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A. M. ‘bread, God infifted upon the obfervance of his ordinances:
2558 onit He was minded indced; that 2ll things now {hould go on
at, Chrif. | . . j .

1457, ecc. 10 their regular way ; and therefore, for the furure, heJeft
from Joib. 1. them to the provifion which this land - of plenty afforded
totheend, wheny and ceafed to fupply them any lopger with manna..
Take,and  ‘Gilgal was mutch about two miles. from Jericho, and
{?}‘:‘ Jer- theretore Joflia might poffibly go out alone to reconnoitre
' the city, and to think of the propereft way of befieging it ;
when, all on a fudden, there' + appeared to him a perfon
cloathed in armour, and ftanding at fome diftance, with

adrawn fword in his hand. - Undaunted at this unvfual

fight, Jothua advances ¢0 him, and having demanded of

what party he was, the vifion replied, that he was for the

hoft of lfrael, whofe captain and guardian he was; and

as Jothua, in humble adoration, was fallen profirate be-

fore him, he ordered him, (in the manner he had done

Mofes at the burning buth), {o loefe his fandals from offhis

feet, and then proceeded to inftruét him in what form he

would have the fiege carried on, that the Canaanites might

4+ Who this perfon was that appeared to Jofhua, is not {o well
agreed among commentators, Some are of opinion, thatitwas
an angel, who becanfe the Hebrews calls him Gabir is fuppof-
ed to be Gabriel ; but there are feveral redfons in this very de-
count of ‘his apparition, which denote him to be a divine, and
not a created being. ~ For, in the ficlt place, befides his aflum-
ing the title of the Captain of the hoft of the Lord, (an image under
which God himfelf is frequently reprefented in Scripture),ejo-
thua’s calling him Fehovah; or the Lord, a name which neither
Jothua fhould have given, nor he accepted of, hiad he been no
more than an angel; his falling down and worthipping him,
which he durft not have done, ({ince God alone is to be ador-
ed), nor would the other have permitted; but rather have re-
proved him, as we find one of them did St. John, Rev. xzii, 10.
are the fureft evidence of the divinity of his perfon. For when,
inftead of reproving him for doing him too much honour, wt
find him commanding him to do more, by requiring him to
Yoofe Ais fhoes from off bis feet, infilting upon the higheft acknow-
ledgement of a divine prefnce that was ufed among the ealtern
_nations, we cannot but think ourfelves obliged (with a learned
rabbin) freely to confefs, ¢ That this angel who fuffered him-
¢ felf to be worthipped, and by whofe prefence the place where
¢ he appeared was fanétified, fo that Jothua was commanded
““ to put off his fPses, no doubt was the very fume whom al
¢t the angels of heaven do worthip ;” 70b, @ Goch, upon the
Gewara of the Sanhedrin, wvol. iii, Difertation 2, ~

perceive
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Perceive that it was fomething more than the arm- of Heth #. M
That fought againft them. 2555 St
The form of the fiege wis this : All the army was 1451, erc.
%o march round the city, with feven priefts before thé ark, tomJotb. .
having in their hands trumpets made of rams horns,, fix 1o been
days fucceflively. On the f{eventh, after the army had gone )
round the city feven-times, upon fignal given, the priefls
were to blow a long blaft with their wrumpéss, and the peo-
ple on a fudden fer up a loud fhout;. atr which infiant the
walls of the city thould fall fo flat to the gound thar
they might direétly walk into it without any let or obftiuc-
tion, 'Thefe orders were put in execution ; and according-
ly, on the feventh day, the walls fell, and the Ifraclites en-
-tered. They put every one, men, women, and children,
nay the very beafts, to the fword, and fpared no hvmg
creature, but Rahab only, and iuch 1clanons as the had
taken under the protection of her roof, accordiag to the
Atipulation which had been made with her. For Jofhua
had given the two fpies a firi¢t charge beforehand, that
when the town was going to be facked, they fhould repair
10 her houfe, and convey every thing fafe out that belong-
ed to her; which accordingly they did, and then the whole
army fell on, and fet fire to the city, and deftroyed every
thing in it, except the filver and gold and fuch veffels of
brafs and iron, as were to be put into the treafury of the
houfe of the Lord, .as they had done once before (a) in a
cafe of the like pature: And that it might never be
rebuilt again, Jothua t denounced a prophetic impre-
" cation

{a) Numb. xxxi. 22, 22.

+ The words of Jofhua's execration are thefe: Curfed
bé the man before the Lord, that raifeth up and buildeth this city
]er/c/m, be fiall lay the foundation thereof in bis Jirft-born, and
in bisyoungef} fun fhall be fet up the gates of it, Jofh. vi, 26. ¢ This
¢ anathema (fays Maimonides) was pronounced, that the miracle
“¢ of the fulverfion of Jericho might be keptinperpetual memo-
* ry ; for whofoever faw the walls funk deep inte theearth, (ashe
« underftands it), would clearly difcern, that this was not the
« formof 2 bmldmg deftroyed by men, but miraculoufly thrown
“ downby God.” "Hiel however, in the reign of Ahab, either
not remembering, or not helieving thisdenunciation, was{o taken
with the beauty ofits fituation, that he rebuilt Jericho, and (asthe
facred hiftory informs us), laid the foundation thereof in Abiram,
Fis firfl-bori, andfel up the gases thereof in his youngeft fou Segub,
aceording to the awors 0ft/“. Lerd, aobich be fpoke by ]zy]aua, the

Vau, HI. M , /u~
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cation on the man (2iz. that it fhould occaﬁon the uttcr
ruin of his family) that fhould” attempt it.

1 Aiwas a lile city, about twelve miles.diftant ﬁom
Jericho 5 and as Jothua knew "that it was neither popu-
™ lous nor well defended, he detached a fmall body, of three
thoufand men only, to go and attack it.. But, contrary
to their expectation, the linhabitants of the place fallied
out upon theni, and having flain fome few, put the reft
to ﬁléht, and purfued them ‘as far as their own camp.
‘'his defeat (how fnall foever) ffruck fuch a damp upon
the pcoplgs courage, that- * chhua was farced to have

creed 1ecourfc

fon of Nun, 1 ngs\u 34. However after that Hiel had ven-
‘tured to rebuild it, no fcruple was madé’ of inhabiting it ; for
it afterwards became famous upon many accounts. Here the .
prophet {weetened the waters of the fpring that fupplied it;
and the nelghbounng countries: 'Here Herod built 4 fumptu-
bus place : It was ‘the dwelling-place of Zaccheus; and was
honoured with the prefence of Chrift, who' vouchfafed like-
wife to work {fome miracles here ; Univerfal Hiftory, lib, 1. ¢. 7.

1 We have this place menttoned in the hiltory of ‘Abraham,
who, both before and after his gomg mto Egypt, pxtched his
tent between Bethel and Aj, or Hal, as it was then called ; and
from both Gen. xii. 8. and Jofh. vii, 2. it appears, that this
city lay to the eaft of Bethel, about three leagues from Jeri-
cho, and one from Bethél, as Mafias informs us; and the rea-
fon why Jofhua fent fo f'mall a detachmient aoamﬂ it was, be-
¢aife the placein itfelf was neither [’crong nor large. For
whenit was taken; the number of theflain, both in'it and Bethel,
which {as fome think) was confederate with it, were dut rwelve
thoufand, both of men and women, Jolh. viii, 25. The providence of
God howeverwas very vifible, in fending fo finall‘a party againft
Ai: For if the flight of three thouﬁmd -men put the Ifraelites
into fuch a confternation, as we read Joth. vii. 5,6. what a con-
dition would they have been in, if all the people had béen dif-
comfitted, as doubtle{s would have happened, “while the guilt
of Achan’sfacrilege remained: unpunlfhed Wel/: 3 Gt’aﬂrapb},
wvol, 1. ¢, '

* The fpirits of the army (as Jofephus tells us) were fo funk
upou this diforder, and caft down intofucha défperation of better
thm"’s to come, that after they had fpent the whole'day in faft-
ing, weeping, and mourning, ]oﬂqul addrefled himfelf, with
A more thm ordi 1y xmpovtumty to Almighty God, in words

‘o this effe@: ¢ It is not any temerity,: O Lord, or ambition
“* of ourrewn, that has brought -us hither to make war upon
‘¢ this pcop!e, it a pure deference and refpec-to the perfuafis
* nn of ERylervant '\10&9, that has incited 'us to this under-
¢ oraking, a;‘.ui st wi t“(ut a wa.uant of many figns and m;.
- B ‘¢ rac! -5,

‘4
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i‘?COUl‘{C to God, who immediately anfwered him, (by U- A. M.
rim, as is fuppofed), that his commands had been facrile- 355355,
gioufly infringed ; and therefore ordered him to have the 1451, &c.
offender punithed with death, and direéted him to a me- fom Joh. i
thod how to difcover who he was. “ - fotheend,
. . . - S
Before the taking of Jericho, (4) Jothua had cautioned
the people not to fpare any thing that was in it, but o
burn and deftroy all that came in their way, except fil-
ver, and gold, and brafs, and iron, which were to be
confecrated to the Lord : But notwithftanding his firiét
charge againft referving any thing that was either devot-
ed 1o this general deftruétion, or confecrated to the Lord,
a man of the tribe of Judah, whofe name was Achan,
took fome of the rich plunder, and concealed it in his tent,
To find out the perion therefore, Jothua, carly next morn-
ing, called all the tribes together before the tabernacle,
where;' + by cafting the lot, firft upon the tribes, and fo
' proceeding

% racles, t6 convince is, that he had reafon and authority on
é his fide; when he told us, that thou thyfelf Hadlt promifed
““ us the pofleflion of this country, and to give us victory over
* all our enemies, But what a change is here, all on a fudden,
““in the difippointment of our hopes, andin the lofs of our
* friends ! As if either Mofes’s predi&tion had not been of di-
‘¢ vine infpiration, or otherwife thy promifes and purpofes va-
‘ riable. If this be the beginning of a war, we cannot but
*¢ dread the farther progrefs of it, for fear that this mifcarriage,
““ wpon the firft experiment, fhould prove only the earneft of
greater evils to come, Bat, Lord, thou 2lone, that art able
“ to give usrelief, help us, and fave us, Vouchfafeuntous com-
*¢ fort and victory ; and be gracioufly pleafed to preferve us from
*¢ thefnare of defpairing for the future ;”” Fewi/h Antig lib. 5.c. 1.

(8) Joth. vi. 18, 10.

1 Some Jewifh doctors are of opinion, that, in the difco-
very of the guilty perfons, there was no ufe made of lots at
all, butthat all Ifrael being ordered to pafs by the high-prieft,
who, on this occafion had his pe@oral on, in which were the
twelve {tones, with the names of the twelve tribes engraven on
therm, when the tribe to which the guilty perfon belonged, was
dalled, the flone in which was the nume of that tribe, changed
colour, and turned black; and {o it did, when the family, the
houfehold, and the perfon was called. But this is a mere fic-
tion. 'Thereis much more probability in the opinion of thofe,
who fuppofe, that, at firft, twelve lots or tickets were put in-
to one urn, on each of which was written the name of one
of rkefe twelve tribes ¢+ That when ope of the twelve tribes

M 2 wWas -
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proceeding from tribe to family, from family to houfehold,

@, -and from houlchold to particulir perfons, the eriminal was

145, ége, at lafk found to be Achan ; :who upon Jofbua's admoni-.
from jof. i. tion, contefled the fadt, wiz. that he had fecreted * a royal

%o the ends
g—-----“.---“

robe, two hundred fhekels of filver, and a large wedge:

‘of gold, and when, upon fearch, the things were produ-

ced in the prefence of all the people, they took him{
and all his family, his cattle, bhis tent, and all bis move-
ables, and carrying them, to 2 neighbouring valley,
(which, from that time, * in allufion to this man’s

was found guilty, then were there as many lots putin as there
were familizs in that tribe; after that, as many as ‘there were
houlzhelders in teat family ; and at laft, as many as therejwere.
heads in that heulehold, until the criminal was dete@ed. But
others will have it, that this was dore by the high-prieft alone,
who, by a divine infpiration, atthactime, was enabled, withong,
any more todo, to declare who the criminal thenwas; Saurin’s
Differtations,vel. i, 5 Le Glerc’s and Patrick’s Comﬂzf’ntarze.r on
Joth vii. ’

* In the original, this robe iscalted a garment of Shinar,i. e. of
Babylon ; and the general opxmon is, that the richnefs and excel~
lency of it eonfifted not fo much in the ftuff whereof it was made,
as in the colour whereaf itwas dyed; which moft fuppole tohave
been fearlet, a colour in high efteem among the ancients,.and for
which the Babylonians were juftly famous. Bochart however
maintains, that the colour of this robe wasvarious, and not alk
of one fort ; thit the {carlet colour the Babylonians firft received:
from Tyre, but thepart - colour, whether fo woven or wroughe
with the needle, was of their own invention, for whichhe pro-
duces many paflages out of Hedthen authors.: -Such as,

Non ego preetulerim Babylonlca pi&a fuperbe

T exm, Semiramia que variantur acu. Mart. Ep. lib. 8.
Hxc mibt Memphitis tellus dat mungra, vidla eft

Pe&ine Nxhaco jam Babylonis acus, L5id. lib. 14.

with many more citations out ef feverafother writers. However
this be, it is certain, that the robe could not fail of being a very
rich "md {plendid one, and therefore captivated either Achan’s
pride or rather covetoufnefs;ifince his purpofe feems to have
Been, not fo much to wearit himfelf, asto feltitfora large price;
Eocﬁmf; Phaleg. 1ib. 1. c. 9. s Saurin, lif. iii, differtaticn '3,

* Thougb his name was primarily Achan, yet, everafter his
execution, he was cailed 4cher, (fo the Syriacverfion, Jofephus,,
Athanafius, Bafil, and others, mentioned by Bochart, name
him), which fignifies 1ke troubler of Ifrael ; Patrick's Commentian
ny, on Joih, viil, ,
T name,
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name, was called tle wvalley of Achar), | there they fro- A M
ned him, and thofe belonging to his family, as accomplices 33 ot
in his crimes.  'Whatever Goods or utenfils he had, thefe 1461, etc.
they confumed with fire, and fo railed a great heap of*m:‘;]"“'i‘
ftones over all, that thereby they might perpetuate the me- 2250,
mory of the crime, 4nd deter others from the like pmvo-

cation.

After this exccution of the divine juftice, God or dered The taking
Jothua, to attempt the conqueft of Ai omnice more, and pro- and facking
mifed him fuccefs ; which might beft be obtained, as he of Al.
told him, by laying an ambufcade fomewhere behind the
city, towards Bethel.  + Thirty thoufand men were there-
fore drawn out, and fent away by night upon this expedi-
tion, with inftructions to enter the city asfoon as the fignal
(which was to be a fpear, with a banner vpon it} was given
them : And early next morning, he himfelf marched, with
the remainder of his forces, againft the city. ~As foon as
the king of Ai perceived him, he fallied haftily out of the
town, with all his troops, and all his people, and fell upon

|| Since the law againft facrilege condemns tran{greffors to
the flames, and God commanded the perfon here guilty to be:
burnt accordingly, Fofb. vii. 18, the Jews affirm, that Acham
wag aétually burnt; and whereas it is faid in thetext that fe was
Sloned, they they think that this was dome, not judicially, bat
accidentally by the pecple, who were fo highly provoked, that
they could not forbear eafting ﬁones at him as he was ledta
execution; Vid. Munf?. on Joth. vii,

+ Some are of opinion, thatthis detachment of thirty thoufand
made up the whole force that was employed in this expedition a-
gainft Ai; and that, out of thefe, five thoufand were fent to lie in
ambufh, that at a covenienttime, they might fet fire to the city:
But this is fo diredly contrary to Ged’s command, of Jothua’s
taking all the people of awar awith him,which accordingly, in chap.
viii. 3, 11. we are told he did, that there is no foundationforit,
And therefore it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the whole body
defigned for the ambufcade confifted of thirty thoufand men ;
and that the five thoufand, mentioned in the 12th verfe, was @
{mall party detached from thefc in order to creep clofer to the
city, while the five and twenty thoufand kept themfelves ab-
fconded behind the mountains, untit a proper fignal was given,
both from the city, when this {fmall party had taken it, and
from the grand army, when they had repulfed the enemy, that
then they might come out from their ambufh, and intercept
them as they were making their flight ; Patrick’s Commentary on
Fofb. vin,

the
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the Iiraclites, -who, at the firft onfer, fl:d as if they had
been under fome great terrour. But this was only a feing,
to draw the encmy into the plain; and thexefore, as foon
as Jofhua faw, that, by this ftratagem, the city was pretey
well empried, he-gave the fignal to the ambufcade ; which,

finding it now defencelefs, immediately entered, and fet i
on fire. A

By the afcent of the {fmoak, Jofhua difcerned that his
men had got pofleflion of the town; and therefore, facing
about he began to charge the enemy very brifkly ; who,'
little expecting that the Ifraclites would rally, began now
to think of rewrcating to the city ; but when they faw it all
in flames, and the party which had fet it on fire iffuing out,
and juft going to fall upon their rear, they were fo dif-
mayed and difpirited, that they had power neither to fight
por fly. So that all the army was cut to pieces ; the city.
was burnt, and made an heap of rubbifh ; every foul in i,
man, woman, and child, were put to the fword; and the
King, who was taken prifoner, was ordered to be hanged
upon a gibbet tll fun-fer, when he was taken down,
thrown in at a gate of the city, and a heap of ftones raifcd
over him;

After this aftion was over, the cattle, and all the fpoil’
of the city, was, by God’s appointment, given to the fol-
diers ; and as Jofhua was now not far diftant from the
mountains of Gerizim and Ebal, this reminded him ofthe
c¢ommand which (r) Mofes had given, about reading the
law, with the bleflings and curfes thercunto annexed, from-
thofe two mountains; which he not only ordered to be
done, but had an altar likewife erected, whereon not only’
facrifices were offered, to give God the glory of all his vi¢to-
ries, but+t an abndgment of the law, or {ume remarkable
part of it, was likewife engraven, at the fame time iLa*

(¢) Deut. xi. 29, and xavii. 1, 13.

t It is a queftion (as we faid before, page 24.in the notes)
among the learned, what it was that was written upon thef=
flones ? But befides other conjedtures already enumerated, fome
think it not unlikely to have been a copy of the covenant, Ly
which the children of Ifrael acknowledged, that they held the
land of Canaan of Ged, upon condition that they obferved his
laws, to which theyand their pofterity had obliged themfeives;
for this was the third time that the covenant between God and
his people was renewed ; and therefore the contents of that ce-
venant might be very proper at this time to be thus monumen-
tallyrecorded ; Parrick on Deur. zxvil, 3. and Fofb. viii, 32.

the
the
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the whole of it was read in a largc aflembly of all the 25?’4 I‘:Itc
) etes

tribes. Ant.Chriff.
Jothua’s {uccefs againft the two towns of ]crlcho and 1451, etc.
Ai, and the terrible flapghter he bhad made among their fromJofh. i,
inhabitants, had * fo alarmed the kings on that fide the to theend.
_}'Ovdan, <hat they confederated together, and enteved into The league
league for their mutual defence :  but the Gibeonites fore- qu::f::g o
jceing the deftruétion that was haftening upon them, en- therbeo;};-
duavoured by a ﬁratancm togain a pcace with the l{raclites, ites,
which they cfeted in this manner. They chofe a cer-
tain number of artful men, who 1 were infhiucted to feign
themfelves

* The Jews in the Talmud tell vs likewife, that a farther
caufe of the Gibeonites fear was, the infcription which they had
met with upon Mount Ebal, where, among other parts of the
law which Jothua (as they pretend) wrote upon (tones, they
found the orders which both he and Mofes had received from
God, utterly to extirpate all the inhabitants of the land of Ca-
naany Seurin, b, difertation 4.

+ It is a queltion apionyg the cafuills, whether the Gibeonites
could, with a good cgnfcxence pretend-that they were foreigners,
and tell a lie to fave theirlives ? And to this Puﬁ'endorf(Droxt de
‘la nature, lib.iv.c.2.) thusrepliest Theartifice of the Gibeonites,
Tays he, bad nsthing blameable in it, nor does it properly deferve the
name of a lie s For abat crime isthere in any cne’s mzz.féz'ng ufé of
az innocent fiction, in order to elude the fury of an enemy that avould
a'cﬂray all before them?  Nor did the Ifraclites indeed properly re-
ceive any damage from this impofture 2 For awbat dees any one lofe ir
not fhedding the blood of another, when he has it in bis power to take
Sfrom hin: all bis fubflance, after having (o weakened and difarmed
bint that he is no more able to rebel againft him ?# But the opinion
“of this great mar {feems to.be alittle erréneous in this cafe. Had
thelfraelitesindeed beenapack of common murderers, who,with-
out dny commiflion from Heaven, were carrying blood and defo-~
lation into countries where they had no right.; or had the Gi-
‘beonités been ignorant thata miracal ous Prov1derce condudcted
thefe conquerours; the fraud which they here put upon them
might then be deemed innocent : For there is no Jaw thit nh-
ligesus, under the pretence of fincerity, to fubmit tofuch inran-
diaries,and mercilefs ufurpers, as are for fetting five to our citica,
and putting us and our families to th= edge of the fword. Bu:
the cafe of the Gibeonites was particular; and ‘Fincther things
they went contrarytotruth, in this they certainiy adherad to 12,
when they told Jothua, We are come, Fecanfe of tie wavie ¢ the Lord
thy God, for wwe bave heard of the fame o/"m,h mzd all that be didin’-
gypt,and all that be did to tbﬂ tavo kizzs of the . ﬂ"u‘:”, that were
beyon Foraany ey Joth, ix, 9; 1o. "Lhe xi‘ﬂa which they had

’ cenceived
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A. M. themfelves ambaffadors come from a far diftant country, in
ansgéﬁ:ih' order to obtain a league with the people of Ifrael: and, to
1431, & gain credit to this their pretence, they drefled themfelves in
from Joth.i. old cloaths, had old clouted fhoes on their feet, carried
wtheerd dry mufty bread in their bags, and the bottles wherein they

kept their wine were ¥ all fadly tarnifhed and torn. In this
plight they came to the camp at Gilgal; and being intro-
duced to Jofhua, they told him ¢ That the fame of many
« miracles which God had wrought for them in the land
¢ ot Egypt, and the wonderful fuccefles wherewith he had
¢ blefled their arms againft every power that had oppofed
“ them in their coming to that place, had reached even
¢ their remote and diftant country ; for which reafon their
¢ ftates dnd rulers had fent them a long way, that, by all
* means imaginable, they might obtain a peace with a
* people fo renowned all the world over, and fo favoured
¢ and honoured by gods :”” and then thewing their cloaths,
thoes, and other tokens of the long journey they had ta-
ken, they folemnly affured them, that all thefe things
were quite new when at firft they fet out from home, and
thence left them' to judge how diftant and remote their
country was,

This plaufible ftory, confirmed, as they thought, by fo
many evidences, gained credit with the Ifraelites, {o that
they entered into amicable alliance with them ; and the o-
ther took care to have the treaty immediately ratified, both
by Jothva and all the princes of the congregation. In three
days time the impofture was dilcovered ; and they who
pretended to come from a diftant country were found to
be near neighbours, and fome of thofe very peeple whom

conceived of the God of Ifrael {hould have put them upon fome
other expedient than that of lying and deceit. They fhould
have inquired (as far as the obfcure difpenfation they were un-
der would have permitted them)into the caufe of God’s feverity
againft them. They fhould have acknowledged, thatit was their
grievous fins which drew down-this heavy judgment upon their
nation ; and after they had repented thereof in fackcloth and
alhes, they fhould have committed the reft to Providence, never
doubting but that he, who had changed the very courfe of na-
‘ture to punith the guilty, would always find out{ome means or
other to fave the penitent : but this they did not do; and there-
forethey were culpable; Saurin, vol.iit. differtation 4.

* Thefe bottles were not of glafs, or clay, as thofe in ufe a-
‘mong us, but were made of leather, in which they formerly
{and even now in fomme countries) kept their wine,

, ) Jothua



Chap. I.  from the Ifraelites entering Canaan, . 98

Jofhua was commiffioned to deftroy. Sothat when the A. M.
thing came to be rumoured about, the people began to 33535 %q
murmur againft.their princes for theu' indifcretion, and y441, etc.
were for having the league cancelled: but as it was con- from Jofh.i,
firmed by a folemn oath, this they could not do without to the end,
incurring the divine difpleafure. And therefore, though

they might not take away their lives, they might, never-

thelefs, hold them in a ftate of fervitude, and as long as

they lived make them ufeful drudges, hewers of wood and

drawers of water, and the like, which would both punith

them much, and prove full as beneficial to the common-

wealth: and with this apology the people were appeafed.

Jothua, however, fent for fome of the Gibeonites; and

having expoftulated the cheat with them, (which they ex-

cufed upon the fcore of faving their own lives), he told

them what the determination of the princes was, viz. that

they fhould remain in a ftate of perperual bondage; which

they received without any manner of murmuring, and

humbly acquiefced in whatever was thought proper to,be

impofed upon them.

"The confederate princes hearing of this' feparate treaty Th‘;c“;"h
which the Gibeonites had made with Ifracl, were refolved &peionie
to'be revenged of them for their defertion of the common kings in the
caufe; and accordingly, joining all their forces together, futh, and
they came and ihveﬁed their town. The Gibeonites in this m;‘o,f';d
diftrefs, not daring to truft to their own firength, fent an fanding
exprefs to Jothua for {peedy help; who fet out with all ftill
expedmom, and, by quick marches, and the favour of the
night, came upon the enemy fooner than they expected,
and early next morning fell upon them, and routed them.
in this expedition God had all along encouraged Jothua,
and promifed him fuccefs; and therefore, as the confederate
forces were endeavouring to efcape, and fave themfelves by
flight, he poured fuch a ftorm of hail upon them, as de-
firoyed more than what perifhed by the fword.

Jofhua, on the other hand, was very defirous to make
the moft of this happy opportunity ; and therefore, in full
chafe of vitory, he addrefled himfelf to God, that the fun
and moon might ftand fiill, and fo prolong the day until
he had completed his victory; which God was pleafed
to grant.  So that this was thé moft memorable day that
ever happened, wherein the Almighty liflened to the voice -
of a man, to change the courfe of nature, and fiop the
motion of thofe rolling orbs. '

Vor. I, N The
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A.M. - "The confederate kings being thus put to flight, and ei-
f,flfé’afr'if_ ther frightened at the {torm of hail, or at the clofe pur-
1451, &e. 1uit of the ememy, made to a cave near + Makkedah,
from Jothi.and thers ran in to hide themfelves., But Jofhua,
totheend. haying intelligence of i, commandc'd the cave to l_)e block;f-ﬁ

ed wp, and a gward to be fet over it, and fo continued his
purfuit, that he might cut off as many as he poflibly could:
before they reached to their fortified towns.. In his return
he ordered the cave to be opened, and the kings to be
brought forth; and when execution was done upon them,
he caufed their bodies to be hanged upon feveral wrees un-
til the evening, when they were taken down, and caft into
the cave, where they thought to have hid themfeives; fo
that the place of their intended {anétuary became their fe-
pulchre. After this fignal viftory, Jofhua took all the
fouthern parts of Canzan; which afterwards belonged to
the tribes of Judah, Simeon, Benjamin, Dan, and Ephraim:
And having thus ended his fecond campaign, he returned

with his army to the camp at Gilgal.
The cor=  Here he continued for fome time without entering upon:
quett of the 3y frefh adfion, until: feveral princes of the north of
fgﬁfgesdf;a:;e Canaan, under Jabin, king of Hazor, confederated to~
north, gether, and raifed a vaft number of forces, whicl
~ encamped not far from + the waters of Merom; and
: what

t It was a city in the tribe of Judah, about eight miles di-
ftant from Eleutheropolis; which place, though it is no where
mentioned in the Scripture-hiftory, becaufe it was built after
the deftruction of Jerufalem, is neverthelefs frequently taken
notice of by Eufebivs and Jerom, as a point from whence they
meafure the diftances of other places. Its name imports 2
Jree city, and was itfelf fituate in the tribe of Judah 5 Wellk's
Geography of the Old Teflament, vol, 2. c. 4. -

T Thefe waters are generally fuppofed by learned men to be
thelake Semechon, whichliesbetween the head of the river Jor-
danand the lake Gennefareth ; finceit is agreed on allhands; that
the city Hazor, where Jabinreigned, was fituateupon this lake.,
But others think, that the waters of Merom, or Merome, were.
fomewherg about the brook Kithou; fince thereisa place of that
name mentionedin the account of the battle againfi Sifera, Judg.
v. 21, And’tismore rational to think, that the confederatekings
advanced as far asthe brook Kifhon, and toa pafs whiehled in-,
lotllelrgotxr}try. to hinder Jofhua frompenetrating it, ereven to
attack bim in the country where he himfelf Iay encamped, than
fo imagine, that they waited forhim in the midft of their own
ceuntry, leaving all Galilee at his mercy, and the whole tra&

from
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* what made the army more formidable, was the great Al M,
number of horfes and * armed chariots they had, whercas :\5332‘;‘“;'&
the Ifiaelites were all foot. This, however, did not in the 51, e
leaft. difcourage Jothua, who, in purfuance of the in- fromJofhii.
ftrutions which God had given him, immediately took the to th_“\f,“_l‘_,
field, marched dire@ly towards the enemy, fell { addenly
upon them, -and put all (except thofe # that made their
. o efcape
from the brock of Kifhon, to the lake Semechon 3 Wells's Geo-
graphy of the Old Teflament ; vol. 3 c. 5.3 Reland' . Pa/cﬁ lib,
1. c. 40. and Calmet on _70/]7 xi. 5.
.* Their whole army, accordmg to Jofephus, was computed
‘to amount to three hundred thoufand foot, ten thoufand hor fe,
and two thoufdnd chariots; and to oppofe againft thefe the
Iiraclites had no horfe in their armies, becaufe God had inter-
dicted them, (Deut. avii. 16.), left a traffic into Egypt for that
fortof caitle fhould be afnare toengage them inidolatry; or. L.ﬁ,
havinga quantity thereof, they {hould put their confidence ra
ther in them, than in the divine alfitance ; for which reafoa
the prophet denounces a aoe. upon them that go down into Egspt
Jor help, and /Zay on horfes, and truft in chariots, becaufe tley are
many; ahd in horfemen, becaufe they are flrong, but they look ot
1o the Holy One of Ilfracl, neither feck they the Lwd Tfa. xxxi. 1.
"% The chariots, which the ancient hlﬁorlans vﬁnlly call
surrus falciferi, covini falciferi, quadrigs falcatz, ipudla Spemave-
@dex, Cec. are defcribed after the following manner: ¢ The
*“ beam to which the horfes were faftened, was armed with fprcs
¢ with iron-points, which projeéted forward : The yokes of the
¢ horfes had two cutting falchjons, of thece cabits Iengrh
¢ The azle-trees had fixed to them two iron-[pits, with {fcvches
““ at their extremities 5 the fpokes of the wheels were armed
¢ with javelins, and the very fellows with icythes, ‘which tore
“ every thing they met with to pieces. The axle-tree was
< longer, and the wheels fironger than ufual, that they might
“¢ be the better able to bear a thock, and the chariot lefs liat Dl
““ to be overturned.” The charioteer, whn was coveved all o-
ver with armour, fat in a kind of tower made ol very folid
wood, about breaft high, and fometimes men well armed were
put into the charict, and fought from thence with darts
and arrows, So thata dreadful ﬂa ughter thefe machines muf
at firft have made, when they met with the enemies troops ;
‘butin time, when men came to find cut the way of declining
them, they dld not fo mucgh e‘:ecuuon, and were confequentlv
difufed ; 7id. Diodorus Siculus, lib. ; Quint, Curtius, lib,
45 Xynophon Cyropzd. lib, 6.3 Lucxetius, de Rer. nat, lib. 6,
© * Some Jewi{h authors will needs have it, that when Jofhua
-vent into theland of Canaan, he propofed thrée things tothe
N2 inhabitants
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A.M,  efcape into other countries) to the fword; . hamfirung
ks,sla’cf;g:,{. their horfes, and burnt their chariots with fice. Jabin
1451, &, had been the head of the confederacy againft him; and
from Jofh .i. therefore he killed him, and caufed his city ‘to be:burnt to
totheend the ground; but the other cities, whofe inhabitants were

flain in battle, he left ftanding, and gave the plunder of
them to the foldiers. ) e
Thedivifion  Thus Jofhua fubdued all the land of Canaan + by

of the land . . . . . . MR
of Cangan, degrees: He put its inhabitants, its kings, (who were .
among the . . . - one
tribes,

inhabitants thereof, ¢ither that they{hould leave the coutry,or
come and make their fubmiffion; or take up arms and fight him.
But this is faid in fome meafure to excufe the Jewifh general,
and to mollify the rigour of his proceedings. His exprefs com-
mand from God was, to extirpate the feven nations, without
makingany treaty, or giving quarter : And tho’ the Gibeonites
by guile had obtained a kind of league with him, yet the con-
" ditions which he thereupon impofed, were fo very hard, that
they could not but deter others from making the like attempt.
It isnot therefore to be wondered, that the Canaanites, whofaw
themfelves drove to theneceflity either of deathor {lavery, (aftet
they had tried the fate of their arms {6 often to ho purpofe);
fhould endeavour to make their efcape from a people every
where victorious, and who were injoined to be cruel and remorfe-
lefs by their very God who Lad given them this fuccefs. Nor
¢an we fuppofe but that God, who was minded to make room
for his own people, did (according to his promife, Exod. xxiiiy -
~27.) inject upon this occaficn a terrcur extraordinary into the
natives of the country, and make them defire to be gone: And
when they were defirous to begone, they had portslying upon
the Mediterranean fea very commodious for their purpofe. For
whether the towns of Tyre und Sidon were at this time built
or mo, it is certain, that the places where thefe towns ftood
could not but be proper harbours for {hipping ; and as the Phee-
nicians were {till mafters of the fea-coafls, by their affiftance
the Canaanites might make their efcape into what parts they
pleafed. The Phcenicians, much about this time, did certainly
fend out a vaft many colonies; but as it cannot be fuppofed;
that {o fmall a country fhould produce fuch fwarms, the great-
eft part of them areprefumed to be the refugees of Canaan, who
made their efcape by fhipping to all thecoaflts which lay round:
the Mediterranean and Aigean feas, and evento other parts of
Europe, Afia,and Africa, as the learned Bochart has given us &
large account in his Canaan, from p. 345, to p. 699. Calmet's
Differt. fur les pays ou fo fauverent les Cananenes chaffez par Fofué.
X t Thefe great achievements may be allowed to have takenup
fome years. The hiftory indeed informs us, that Fofbua made

awar
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one and thirty in namber); and all the giants, that dweltz A, ’}fg
therein, except fome few that ftill remained among the S S it
Philiftines, to the fword ; and having now extended his 1451, &c.
~conquefl, as far as it was convenient at that time, he be- f;°“§g°e‘r}:d L
gan to think of dividing the country among the tribes 2
that were yet unprovided for, and of difmifiing the two
tribes and an half who had accompanied him in. the
wars, but had their habitations already fettled by Mofes,
on the eaft fide of the river Jordan. To this purpofe he
appointed commiffioners, who thould take an exaét furvey
of the country, and buing in'a full report without delay;
which, when he had done, t the country was divided into

o o R equal

war a Iong time with all thefe kings, Jofh. xi. 18. And from the
words of Caleb, wherein he givcs]o[hha an account of hisage,
and that it was five and forty years fince he was fent a fpy to
Kadefh-Barnea, there cannot be well lefs than between fix and
feven years fpent in this war: and why the war wasfo long con-
tinued, God himfelf afligns this reafon:—1 will not drive them
out from before thee in one year, lefi the land become defolate, and
the beafls of ihe field multiply againft thee: ﬁ_y little and little
aill 1 drive them-out from before thee, until thou be increafed and
inberit the land; Ezod. xxiii, 29,30, "

1 Thofe who are minded to khow what particular towns and
tertitories fell to each tribe, had beft confult what Jofephus in
his Jewith antiquities ; Jerom De locis Hebraicis; Reland, De ur-
bibus et vicis - Paleftinz ; Mafiusin Jothuam ; Fuller,in his Pif-
gah-fight ; Raleigh inhis hiftory, part1.1. 2 ; Wells, inhis Geo-
graphy of the Old Teftament, vol. 2. ; Patrick, Pool, Le Clerc,
and feveral others, 1ntheir commentaries, have faid upon this
fubje&t., We fhall make thisone remark, which Mafius, in his rich
€ommentary upon Jofhua, furnifhes uswith, wviz. thatas Jacob
and Mofes, atthe approach of their deaths, foretold the very foil
and fituation of everyparticular countrythat thould fall to each
tribe ; fo,upon this divifion by lots,itaccordingly came to pafs,
Tothetribe of Judah, therefellacountry abounding withvines,
and pafture-grounds, Gen. xlix. 11, Tothatof Afhur, one plen-
teous in oil, iron, and brafs, Deut, xxxiii. 24, 25.  Tothat of
Naphtali, one extending from the welt to thefouthof Judea, ib.
xxxiii- 23. Tothat of Benjamin, oncin which the temple wasaf-
terwards built, ib. xxxiii. 12. To thofeof Zebulun and Iffachar,
fuchas had plenty of {ea-ports, Gen. xlix. 13. To thofe of E-
phraimand Manaffeh, fuch as were renowned for their precious
fruits, Deut. xxxiii. 14. And to thofe of Simeon znd Levi, no
particular countries at all; for as much asthe former hada por-~
tionwith Judah, and the other was interfperfed among the feve-
ral tribes. Since therefore (s our commzatator reafons) each
- particular
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A. M. ‘equal portions, for which each tribe (according {4) to
2553’02.’“: God’s direftions). caft lots : But becaufe fome tribes were
nt, Chrif, Al . ’
1451, &c, larger, and fome territories richer than others, Jothua and
€rom Joth.i. Eleazar, together with the princes of the people, took care
totheend. 44 adjuft the proportion of the land to the largenefs of the

‘ tribe, and in fubdividing that, to confider the number of
each family and houfehold; purfuing exaltly the orders
which God gave to his fervant Mofes : {¢) Unto thefe the
land fball be divided for an inberitance, according to the
number of names. To many thou fhalt give the mere inkeri-
tance;, and to few, thou fhalt give the lefs inberitance.~—
Notwithflanding the land fhall be divided by lot ; ac-
cording to lot fball the poffeffion thereof be divided among
many, and few.

Having thus divided the country on the weit fide of the

Jordan, Jothua had a little place given him for his own

habitation not far from Shiloh, where, after the wars,

the tabernacle was. fer up, that he might have an oppor-

' tunity of confulting God upon any occafion; and, afterall

things were in this manner regulated, he called together

the Keubenites, Gadites, and the half tribe of Manafieh,

who had ferved for almoft feven years, gs auxiliaries in the

wars of Canaan, and gave them an honourable difmiffion.

¢ He acknowledged, that they had duly executed the con-

¢ dition which they promifed to Mofes, in accompanying

¢ their brethren, and helping them to fubdue their ene-

““ mies, and commended their courage and fidelity for fo

“ doing. He exhorted them, now that they were going

‘¢ to {eparate from the tabernacle, never to negle&t the fer-

*¢ vice of God, but to bear always in mind thofe venerable

““ laws which he had given them by his great legiflator.

He advifed them to diftribute a fhare of the rich booty

they had taken from the Canaanites, among their bre-

thren on the other fide of Jordan; becaufe though

they had not partaken of the peril of theé late war, they

had neverthelefs done them great fervice, in proteting

their families from the infults of their encniies on every

“ fide:” And * with thefe acknowledgments and ex-

" hortations,

particular lot an{wered o exaétly toeachpredi&ion, it muft needs

bethe heightof infolence or {ftupidity not to acknowledge the di-

viue infpirationin thefe predi&ions,and the divine dire&ion in
thefe Jots,

{«) Jofh, xiv. 2, (e) Numb, xxvi. 53. &,

* Jolephus, in the [peech which heintroduces Jothua making

tothe Reubenites, &e. at their parting, concludes with thefe

) words 3
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hortations, together with many fincere wifhes for their pro-

101
A M,

fperity and welfare, * he fent them away ; but they had 2555 o

not been long gone, before a fad mifunderftanding had
like to have happened between them and the other tribes,

Ant, Chrif.
1451, &c.
from Jofh.i.

. . , end.
Upon their arrival on the other fide of Jordan, they e- fo theend,

reCted an altar near the place where they and their bre-
thren had miraculoufly paflfed over, not for any religious
ufle, but as a memorial to fucceeding gemerations, that
though they were parted by the.river, yet they were of the
{ame extract and religion, and held an equal right to the
tabernacle at Shiloh, and to the worfhip of God perform-
ed there, that the inhabitants of -the other fide had. But
whether thofe on the other fide were mifinformed or mif-
apprehended their intent, fo it was, that they fell. into 2
violent rage againft them, as apoftates from the true reli-
gion ; and immediately took up arms for the vindica-
tion of the worfhip and religion of their forefathers, and to
avenge the caufe of God upon the heads and chief aunthors
of this defeftion.. But before they proceeded to thefe
extremities, they were advifed by their rulers to fufpend
the execution of their wrath, until théy had fent a de-
putation to themin order to know the reafon of their build-

words :

** But, I pray ye, let no diftance of place fet limits
¢ to our friendthip. The interpofition of rivers mult never di-

¢¢ vide our affe@ions ; for on which bank foever, we "are all
. ¢ Hebrews 'ftill, Abraham was the common father of us all,

¢ let our abode be whereitwill. It was from oneand thefame

¢ God, that all our forefathers received their being ; and that
*God we are all to worfhip, according to the ordinances and

¢ inftitutions left us by Mofes. So Tengas we fiand Brm tothat

¢ way of religion, we may be furc of the favour and proteQion
¢« of that God, for-our comfort; but when ever you apoftatize

*“ into an hankering after firange gods, the God of your " fa-
thers will caft yon off 3 Fewifh Antiq. lib. 5. c. 1.

* The Chronicon Samaritanum, (if we may believe what it re-
ports; page 92, 93.) tells us, that when Jofhua fent the Reu-
benites away, he appointed Nephicl to bz his deputy on the o-
ther fide of Jordan: that he cloathed him with a royal robe,
put a crown on his head, and made him 1ide on an horfe of
ftate, whilfta crier went before him, proclaiming, * This is
*¢ theking of the two tribesand an half, the prefident of juflice,
¢ the dire@or of affairs, and the general in the camp‘:\ Lethis
¢t determination be conclufive. In all difficult caufes let him
¢ defire an anfwer from Eleazar the high-priet; and if any.
¢ one {hall contradi@ his fentence, or withdraw from his alle-
“ giance, it fhall belawful for any one tokill that man, aod the
“ whole congregation fhall be blamelefs.”

ing
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ing fuch an altar; which accordingly they did, and made
choice of Phineas, the fon of Eleazer, with ten other per.
fons of eminent diftinftion, t0 go upon the embafly. As

from Johh.i. foon as they were come into the land + of Gilead, s they

to the end,
——t

repreﬂamed the great furprife that the reft of the tribes
were in at their building this altar;. and told them very
roundly, that they feared it portendsd a- defedtion into
idolatry. 'To diffuade them therefere from that, they put
them in mind of the calamities which God had formerly
fent upon them for their worfhip of Baol-peor; and that
if {o lately ‘he had been fo fevere upon them for the offence
of one man, viz. Achan only, what m!ght they not expedt,
when two tribes and an half were going to make a ge-
meral revolt ! And as they fufpelted that the  abfence of
the tabernacle might give fome occafion to this innova-

+ Gilead, which tookits name from lee’xd thc fon of Ma-
chir, and grandfon of Manafleh, is often put for the wholé
country that lies on the eaft fide of Jordan,. which the chlldrer;
of Ifrael took from the Moabites and Midianites, efzc.

* Joféphus makes Phineas the {peaker upon this occafion,
who delivers his commiffion in words to this effe& : “« We
« gre very {enfible, thatthe crime charged upon you ‘at prefent
¢ is too heinous to be punifhed by. words only; but we have
¢ not taken up arms (hand over head) to execute a vengeance
¥ according to the degree of the iniquity: For itis out of ref-
< pe& to our allies, and in hopes that fecond and founder
« thoughts may bring you to better reafon, that we are enga-
¢ ged upon this cmb1ffv, and fpeak in this a{fembly We dobut
¢ defire to be fincerely informed, upon what motives, and with
¢ what defign you have now raifed this altar. If you have done
« it out of any pious cud, we have no qaarrel with you; bus
¢« if you are gone over to a falfe worfhip, it is for our God, and
< our rehglon that we muft draw our {fwords againft you. We
¢ {peak our fears ; for we canunot think it credible yet, thata
¢ people fo well inﬂru&ed in the will and in the laws of God,
“ our friends and allies that we have but juit now parted with ;
¢ a people newly eftablithed in the lot of a plentiful poffeﬁion
““ by God’s {pecial grace and providence ; we cannot, I fay;
¢ helieve you to be fo infenfible and ungrateful as to abandon
< the holy tabernacle, the ark, the altar, and the worfhip of
¢ your forefathers, to join with the Camamtcs in the worthip
« of falfe gods: Orif unhappily you thould have been fo
<¢ mifled, do but repent, and difclaim your errour, 2nd return
< to thatrev~ence you owe to the laws of God, and of your
¢« country, and you fhall be ftll received,” &e.; Fewifp
Antiquiticsy lib. 5. ¢, 1,

tion,
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tion, they invited them to come, and live among them, A 1‘2‘
‘ > 25(;’5, W,

where they might not want an opportunity of ferving 2*3ciud.

God, actording to the cuftom of their anceftors. 1451, &¢.
Concerned to hear the ill opinfon which their brethren f?om,IO“'-j‘-
= the end.

had thus conceived of them, the Reubenites, Gadites, and T 7%,
Manaflites * protefted their innocence of any idvlatorous
intention, and made a folemn appeal to God, that fo far
were they from fetting up amy altar in oppofition to his,
that the only defign of that ftruture was, to Pperpetuate
theirtitle to the fervice of the tabernacle, and to prevent
their lateft pofterity from being excluded from it. Which
when Phineas and the reft of the deputies heard, they ex-
prefled no fmall fatisfaction ; and asthey related the account
of the whole matter- upon their return, the people were
infinitely pleafed with the refult of their embafly, and
changed their angry thoughts of war into the tender af-
feltions of brotherly love and peate : While the Reuben-
ites, on the other hand, to take away all farther umbrage
of fufpicion, called the altar by the name of Ed, as being
antended for a, ftanding witze/s (for fo the word fignifies)
that, though they lived at a diftance from the reft of their
brethren, yet had they both but one origin, and one God,
who was the common God and father of all Ifrael.

* If we can fuppofe any truth in the Samaritan tradition,
Nephiel, who is faid to have been Jofhua’s lieutenant over the
two tribes and a balf, may very properly be thought the per-
fon who anfwered Phineas in thefe words, which Jotephus thus
put in his mouth :——¢ We are not confciong of having ever de-,
«.parted from our alliance, neither are we, in any fort, guilty
of that affe@tation of novelty in erefting this altar, which is
¢ now charged upon us. We know but one God, and that God
is the God of all the Hebrews ; and but one altar, which is
the brazen aitar before the tabernacle, As for this altar
<¢ here, ‘which we are fufpe&ed for, it was never intended for
*¢ any religious ufe, but only for a civil memorial tofuture times
of our friendthip and alliance, and rather to keep us fteady
¢ in our ancient religion, than to be any ways introductive to
the violaticn of it, We can {ufely appeal to God, that we
had no fuch thopght in fetiing up this alrar as is imputed to
us: And therefore let wsintreat you to have a better opinion
of your brethren for the future, than to think us guilty of fo
mortal an apoftacy from the rites and cultows of our proge-
nitors, a{in not to be expiated in any of the fons of Abraham,
but with the lofs of lus life;” Feavi/h Antig. lib. v.c. 1. -
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A'M.  ‘Thus were the lfraelites, on both fides of the river. Jor~
55h b dan, fettled in a quiet pofléflion of their conquefts ; when
145;, etc, Jofhua, being now grown old, and perceiving the time of
fromJoth. i. his death approaching, called a general affembly of the
totheend. princes and magiftrates, and as many of the common peo~
The fpeech ple as could be got together upon this occafion, to She-
:’f“}g‘f‘:? chem ; and having, in a very tender and affetionate {peech,
and Eles. €numerated the many bleflings which God’s providence had
za, and the beftowed upon them and their anceftors ; how he had pre-
;’;‘jg’;;“}‘:,s ferved them in all their dangers and difirefles, and relieved
bones, | them in all their wants; had made them vi€torious over

all their enemies, and from a mean beginning, raifed them
to the higheft degree of reputation, and brought them in-
to the quiet poffeffion of a Jand that abourided with alt
manner of plenty ; in gratitude to fo great a protector and
benefadtor, he exhorted them to a faithful obfervance of
his'laws, and invited them to a folemn renewal of the
covenant which their forefathers had made with him.
‘Which when they had done, he not only recorded the
covenant in the book of the law, but fet up a great ftone
likewife, under an oak,’ near a place of religious worfhip,
as a teftimony againft them, in cafe they fhould prevaricaté
from God’s fervice ; and being now in the hundred and
tenth year of his age, * not long after this he died, and
SR was
* Jefus the fon of Sirach, gives us a long commendation of
Jothua, Eccluf. xlvi. 1. &c. ; but Jofephus is more concift il
his chara&er, where he tells us,—*¢ That he was 2 man of po-
¢¢ litical prudence, and endued alfo with a fingular felicity of
“¢ popular eloquence in exprefling his thoughts ; brave and in-
*¢ defatigable in war ; and no lefs jult and dexterous in peace;
~*¢ and, in fhort, that he was a perfon qualified for all great pur:
¢t pofes.” He is generally reputed to he the author of the book
that goes under his name. In the 26th verfe of the laft chap:
ter, itis exprefsly, faid, that be wrote thefe things, Eccluf, xlvi. 1.
The fon of Sirach has made him fucceffor to Mofes in the pro-
phetic miniftry. And both the church and fynagogue have ali
looked upon the book as canonical. The truth Is, Jofhua wag
the only facred penman, we know of, that the Ifraelites had in
his age, After he had finifhed the divifion of the land, it is
faid, chap, xxiii. 1. thathe had many years of great leifure, which
he very probably employed in giving an account of the death and®
burial of Mofes and Eleazar, and from thence continued a nar-
rative of what had been tranfa@ed under his own adminiftration,
filling it up with a general terricr of the fettlements of th-
tribes, which was highly cxpedient for the Ifraelites to have re-
corded,
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was buried at Timna-ferah, in mount Ephraim, a place A- M.

which the Ifraclites, in acknowledgment of his great fervi- 33335
ces, had given him. 1451, .,

-In a fhort time after, Eleazar the fon of Aaron the fromJofh. i.
prieft, who lived near Jofhua, and died foon after him, was tothe end.
buried not far from him, in one of the hills of Ephraim, ta

place

corded, in order to prevent confufions about their inheritances
in future ages. . Now, if this fuppofition be right, the work of
Jothua muft begin where that of Mofes ended, viz. at the 34th
chapter of Deuteronomy, and ended at the 27th verfe of the
24th chapter of Jofhua, For as Jofhua, at the end of Deuter-
onomy, added an account of Mofes’s death; fo what we find
from the 28th verfe of the 24th chapter of Jofhua to the end
of that book, was unqueftionably not written until Jofhua and
all the elders his cotemporaries were gone off the ftage, and
was therefore added to the end of the book of Jofhua by ‘ome
facred penman, (moft probably by Samuel), who was after-
wards employed to record the fubfequent ftate of affairs of If-
rael; Shuckford’s Conneltion, wol, 1ii. (b, 12.3 and Patrick’s
Commentary, on Jofh. xxiv, 32. But there is not the'like cer-
tainty of another book of Jofhua’s, which the Samaritans pre-
ferve with much refpec, and make great ufe of in the fupport of
their pretenfions againft the Jews ; neither can we tell whether
Jothua was the author of that prayer which the Jews repeat as
oft as they go into the fynagogues, and begins thus: «——-I¢ is
our duty 10 praife the Lord of the untverfe, and to celebrate the cre-
ation of the world ; for be bath not made us like unto the nations of
the earth,- but bath prepared for us an inkeritance infinitely richer
and greater, &e.; Wagenfail’s Tela ignea Satanez, page 223.;
and Calmet’s Di&ionary, under the word.

+ This placeis, in the Hebrew, called the bill of Phineas ; it
being cultomary in thofe days for men to call places by the
name of their eldeflt fon. But then the queftion is, To whom
did the Ifraelites give this hill? The moft probable anfwer is,
that they gave it to Eleazar; for he being the high-prieft at
the time of the divifion of the land, they thought proper to give
him a peculiar portion, difin& from other cities of the priefls,
which-were all in the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Simeon,
and noneinthe tribe of Ephraim,, Joth, xxi. 9, 17, 19. Andthey
made choice of this country the rather, that he might be néar
the tabernacle, wh;ch was at Shiloh, and near to Jothua, who
lived at Shechem, to be ready, on all occafions, to advife him;
and confult the oracle for him, But then againft this there
Ties an objedtion, iz, that no Levite or Pricft was to have any
portion in the divifion of the land ; and therefore it is a receivs
ed opinion among the Jews, that either Eleazar or Phineas
had this inheritance in right of his wife: Though we cannot
e why the high-prieft efpecially, who was cettainly the fecond

: Q2 : pgripn
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A.-M. place which the Ifraclites had in like manner prefented him
2553 &:i. ‘with, and which afterwards delcended to Phineas, his fon,
1451., e, and fnccefor in the priefthood. And as the funerals of
fromJofi. i thefe two great men, fo near the fame time and place, ‘cal-
totheerd. 1ed to remembrance the bones of Jofeph, which at his re-

quelt, * had beerr brought out of Egypt, but not yet in-
terred'; the two tribes of Ephraim and Manaflch took this
opportupity to perform their obfequies to the remains of
their gréat progenitor, in a parcel of ground near She-
chem, which Jacob having formerly bought, had (f) gi-
ven to his fon Jofeph, and was now become the inheritance
of his pofterity, ' ‘
The OBJEECTION.
e jO‘s HU 4, nodoubt, wasa very expert general, and the
o fuccefs of his arms againft the Canaanites makes no
“ mean figure in hiftory; but a great deal of this may be
¢ refolved into the treachery and perfidioufnefs, the tolly
“ and infarnation of thofe that pretended to oppofe him.
“ How defpicable an inftrument foever an-harlot may be, yet
certainly Rahab ftood Jofhua in no fmall ftead; when the,
s concealed the {pies, and (as we may fuppofe) helped them,
# to the beft intelligence that fhe could.. ¥n the New Te-
« ftament indeed, fhe is ranked among very good compa-
“ ny, and her charaéter and commendation (g) is twice
¢ commemorated ; but for what reafon we cannot tell, un-
¢ lefs it be (#) for lying to the government, and betraying

perfon in the govéernment, might not have a manfion-houfe,
and {fome demains alloted him, for the greater ftate and digni-
ty of ‘his living, without any great infringément upon the ge-
neral laws; Patrick's Commentary, on Joth. xxiv. 33. .
.+ * It may reafonably be thonght, that the bodies of the relt o

the fons of Jacob, from whom the twelve tribes defcended, were
brought into Canaan, to- be there interred, as Jofephus relates.
from ancient tradition, Antiquities, lib.il, c. 3.4 and as St. Ste:
phen confirps jt, Aés vii. 16. For thaugh Jofeph excelled them
all+in dignity, and gave this {pecial charge about his body, yet
every tribe, no doubt, had as great a regard for their proge-
nitor, -and would be inclined to do the fame for their fathers,
that Jedeph'’s defcendents did for him: But whether they buri-
ed them in the fepulchre of Machpelah, or in fome eminent
place in their own tribe, as Jofeph was, there is no one’that
gives us anyaccount; Patrick’sCommentary, on Jofh. xxiv,32.

- (f) Gen, xIviii, 22. (g) Heb. xi. 51,5 and Jam. ii. 23,
~ (#) Chriftianity as old as the creation, p. 263. )
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“ her country into the hands of its moft cruel enemies; A. M.
“ which is furely an example that deferves our deteftation 5P Chrit
¢ rather-than praife, 1451, eic. ’
¢ The Ifraclites were commanded by God (whofe in- fromJomh.i,.
“ junftions we are not to difpute) (i) to have no mercy 1P,
“\upen the inbabitants of Canaan, but to Jmite and utierly
' deftroy theme ; and therefore it looks like mere madpefs
¢ and infatuation, that a people who knew themfelves de-
¢ voted to deftruétion, (initead of going over to the ene-
“ my, or oppofing them by piece-meals), did not confede-
¢ rate all together, either to expel thofc invaders from their
* countries, or to fell their lives and liberties at as dear a
¢ price as poffible.
¢ Some of thefc nations were accounted a bold . and
¢ warlike people ; but certainly the inhabitants of ]en,cho
‘“ afted like mere pultroons, when they cooped themfelves
¢ up within the walls of the city; and never once thought
‘ of difputing the pafs over the river Jordan. . For what-
$¢ ever we may talk of that wonderful paflage, it is evident,
“ (&) from the teftimony of travellers, that the. river was
‘“ no more than a brook in comparifon, and fordable in
¢ feveral places, as (/) the Scripwre itfelf allows, Buc e-
‘¢ ven fuppofe it was not, it is no uncommon thing, (m) in
¢ hiftory, to read of rivers larger than this, -by the force
 of fome contrary wind, driven back, and their channels
‘ laid dry.
¢ For a people obfervant of his laws, Ged do doubc
“ will, and often does, work wonders, in order to give
o thcm an adwantage over their enemies; but it is hard to
“ conceive, what reafon there thould be for exerting any
¢ miraculous power in behalf of thofe, who, as if atha-
* med of the covenant made with their forefather Abra-
¢ ham, bad mow omitted the facrament of circumcifion fo
¢ long; and in a fhort time after, had no manner of regard
¢ to God’s Sabbath, when they went founding their horns
** about Jericho, or rather (as fome think) affaulted the
# town, and imbrued their hands in the-blood of fo many
“ innocents, on that facred day.
¢ Inftead of rams horns, which are a lirtle impro-
¢ per, one would think, to make mufical inftruments of,

-

-

i) Deut. vii. 2. (#) Sandy’s Travels, lib. iii. p. m,
(2) Joth. ii. 4. (m) Vid. Pliny’s Hift. lib, ii. cap. 162.
D:onf Halicarn.Antiq. Roman. lib, vi, p. 351.andlib.'vii. p. 409

¢ a ful-
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a foldier would be tempted to fay, that the Ifraclites
‘made’ ufe of battering-rams upon this occafion: but
thofe who have ftudied lic philofophy of founds; will
tell ws, that they have' a certain natural fitnefs to bréak
and demolifh folid bodies; or, if this was‘net the cafe,

" from the violent effeéts of fubterraneous erruptions, or
“the blowing up fome magazines of powder, one would

really imagine, that the fall of the walls of Jericho was
occafioned by fome fuch natural caufe. - i

¢ Jothua, as an old experienced general, was doubtlefs
mafter of many ftratagems, which the ignorant herd
knew nothing of ; and therefore he might give the word
of command for them to fhout aloud, when, atthe
fame time, he ordered the match to be laid to the train,
that led to the mine under the walls, and fo they, poot
creatures, might imagine, that it was either their noife,
or fome miraeulous firoke that made them fall; when,
in reality, thé whole was affeéted by nothing elfe'but,
fome pew device in war. But by what means foever

"he vanquifhed the city, it feems a little extravagaat, if

not brutal in him, after he had laid it in afhes, to load it
with fuch heavy imprecations, when he had loft no men,
and met with fo little moleftation in taking it.

¢ What the myfterious oracle of Urim and Thummim
may be, it is paft the fkill of man perhaps to know; but
be it what it will, it feems to have done the Ifraelites' no
great fervice, when it could not hinder Jothua and the
other princes, no not even Eleazar himfclf, who wore
it,” from being impofed on by the Gibeonites. The Gi-
beonites indeed acted the crafty part,- and fince it was to
fave themfelves, were not much to be difcommended;
but certainly the Ifraelites might have known better, than
to think themfelves bound by an oath that was not only
drawn from them by wile and artifice, but was repug-
nant likewife to that divine injun&tion which previouily
obliged them to extirpate all the Canzaanites, even though
they fued for peace never fo earneftly, and (m) to make
no covenant with them, even though they offered to be-
come profelytes never {o fincerely. '

 The Ifraelites indeed, according to the reprefentation
which Jofhua gives us of them, were at the beft but a
giddy, thoughtlefs kind' of people, elated with fuccef-
fes, dejeted with any misfortunes, and wild and boifte-

(m) Deut. vii, 2. &e.
“ rous
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““ rous in the profecutton of their paffions ; for to infult A- M.

over one poor city with imprecations and curfes, when 333
it already lay in athes, (as was the cafe at- Jericho), to 1431, ete.
droop in their courage, and uuerly defpond, upon a from Joth. i.
{mal] defeat given them at another, (as was the cafe of w&
Ali), and to 4y into a flame, take up arms, and vow re-
“¢ venge, though they knew not well for what, (as was the
¢ cafe between them and their brethren beyond Jordan),
4¢ argues fuch a bafenefs of mind, and barbarity of temper,
‘ and rudenefs of manners, as but badly become the clect
¢ people of God. o
‘“ But well may the author of this book make thus free
with _his people, when he is not afraid to record fuch
‘¢ things as cannot but refle&t dithonour upon the facred
‘¢ attributes of God himfelf. Ahan indeed was a wicked
man in purloining fome part of the plunder to himfelf;
but what had his poor children done, that they muft be
comimitted to the fame flames ? The city of Ai had given
the Ifraelites fome moleftation, and was to be fubdued at
all adventures ; but what neceflity was there for God to
¢ make-ufe of ftratagem and artifice (means which feem
¢ below the greatnefs of the Almighty, and * which fome
“ nations and generals have rejeted, as unworthy brave
** men) to give the vi&ory to his own creatures 2.
¢ To thefe people of his, indeed, he had beenvery kind,
¢ inwgiving them what he did of the land of Canaan ; but
*¢ fince hispromife extended to tue whole, fince, (1) from
‘¢ the wildernefs, and this Lebanon, unto the great river Eus
‘¢ phratess al’ the land of the Hittites, and untothe great fea,
* towards the going down of the fun, (ashe aflured Jofhua),
“ qwas to be their coafl, it looks a little firange, that. God
¢ {hould falfify his promile, (for all thefe territorics they
¢ never poﬂéﬁzclzd), and thus cut them fhort.
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* It was the expreflion of Alexanderthe Great, that he would
not fteal a viGtory, “The ancient Greeks gave notice to their
enemi¢s, when, and where they fhould eegage them, The old
Romans khew notwhat cunning and fubtle wilesin carrying on
war meant ! Now fraude, neque occulte, fed palam, et armatumnr,
populum Romanum hoftes fuos uleifci.  They fought victory only
by force and honeft fighting, defiring that their enemies might ,
be convinced of their valour, and {fubmitto them without re-
gret, becaufe they were the ftron 5CT 3 Calmet's Commentary
on Jofh, viii, o - -

() Joth. i, 4. |

¢« Other
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A l\é *“Other flips in.our author may be excufeable ; his talk.
ochnw. ¢ ing of the {0} fanGuary’s being at Shechem, whcn in-
1351, @ ¢ difputably it wus at Shiloh, may charitably be imputed
fromJoli 1.« to fome fmall defet of memory ; but it really fhocks
e 'y one, and is encugh to impeach the authority of the bool

¢ qtfelf, to find recorded in it fuch paflages as feem to leave
¢ an imputation of cruelty, craft, and breach of promife,
¢ upon God, whom all mankind muft allow to be the
¢ fountainand foundauon of all honour, truth, and good-
“ nefs.”
*g“{fb‘m‘?d’ (2) Wb@ is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods 2 Whe
the reaton” 5 ke unto thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, doing
why the wonders £ Thou, in thy mercy, haft led forth the people,
C“’(’fa““es whom thou haff redeemed 5 theu haft guided them in thy
better do Srength, unto the holy /mbztatmn The pegple fball bear, and
fence.  fballbe afraid; forrow fball take kold on the dl,néab’;‘ant& of
Paleftina. The elders of Edom fball be amazed ; the mighty
men of Moab fball-tremble, and all the zn/mbztant: ¢f Cangan
Jball melt away.  Fear and dread fball fall upon them. . By
the greatne/: of thy arm they fhall be as fill as o /t’one, tzl[ thy
people pafs overs O Lord, till thy people pafs ouer, wiom, thou
baft purchafed.  Thou fhalt bring them in, and p/ant them in
the mountain of thine inberitance, in the place, O Lord, which
thou haft made for them to dwell in ; in the fan&uary, 0 Lerd,
which thy hand hath eftabli ﬂ)cd.
Thefe words are part ofcthat trinmphant fong thch
Mofes made upon the deﬁru&ton of the Egyptians in thq
Red-fea. They are plain prediciions of what befel the
Ifraelites forty rears after, and a declaration they are, thag
she conqueft ot their country was not only by the order
and app()intment but by the immediate help and affiltance
of God ; (q) for.(as the Plalmift cxprefles it) they got. nst
«  thelund in poﬁgﬂ on through their own fword, neither was .
their own arm that helped them 5 but thy rzg/)t kand, and
thine arm, and the /zg/yt of tby cquntenance, bemuﬁ; thou
badft a favour unto trem. And if God fo immediately
concerned himfelf in the ccnqueﬁ‘ of the couniry, we necd
not wonder, that we hear of the people, who. were to de-
fend it, heing amazed and trembling, and meking, away tor
fear. 'The Jewifh do&ors have 2t adition, that the
* vait heaps of waters, pxlcd upon one another, while the
Ifraclites pafled over the river Jordan, being feen by the
eople of jcucho, and o\hex adjacent places, occafioned fo
(2) Ibid. xxiv, 25> 26, (p) Exod. xv. 11, ¢
0) Pial, xliv, 3,4 e -
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general a conflernation, that they never once thought of A.M.
maintaining the pafs. And-indeed their confternation muft 3353
have been very great, when we find them inclofing them- 1461, etc;
feives within their walls, and fuffering the Ifraelives to fur- fromJofb.i.
round them feven days fucceflively, witheut even once at- 2 the end,
tempting ' to -nake a-fally, 'They faw, in thort, that a

power fuperiour to all human oppofition was engaged a-

gainft them ; and therefore whatever prior meafures they

had taken for their mutual defence, upon the approach of

an army commanded by one who, when he pleafes, (r)

maketh the devices of the people ineffetiual; and cafteih out

the counfels of princes, they were all brokea and difcon-

terted. '

It cannot be denied indeed, but .that in z2ncient times, Rehab not
there was 4 great affinity between the btifinefs of an hoftefs ** harlot.
afid an harlot. Thofe who 'kept inns, or publicthoufes
for the entertainment of® {trangers; made no fcruple of
proftituting their bodies : and for this realon perhaps it is,
that; in the Hebrew tongue, there is but one word, wviz,

Zonab, to denote perf()ns of both profellions. For this
teafon very likely it was, that the Septhagine, fpeaking of
Rahab, gives ‘her the appellation of an harlot; and'(as the
Septuagint was at this time the commdn tranflation of the
Jews) tor this very reafon, the two apoftles; () St. Paul,
and 51, {(£) James, as they found it in the tranflation, mighe
miake ufe of the famé¢ expréflion. It is to be obferved,
however, that as the expreflion is ¢apable of another fenfe;
the €haldee paraphraft calls hér by a word, which comes
from the Greek mudoyevrein, Or, a-woman that kept a public
heufe, without any work of infamy ; and therefore charit
fhoitld incline us to think the befk of 4 perfon, whom both
thefe apoftles have ranked with Abraham, the father of
the faithful, and,propounded as an example of faith and
good works ; who was admitted into the fociety of God’s
people ;- married into'a  neble family of the tribe of Ju-
dah ; and of whofe poftericy Chrift, the Saviour of the
world, was born. - :

To fave the lives'of the innocent is certainly a very nor blame-

commendable thing ; but whether it may be done by the 2ble forim-
o , pofing on
(r) Ibid, xxxiii. 10, (s) Heb. xi: 31, (#) Jam. ii. 2&, il
-+ Rahab married Salmon, a-prince of Judah by whom (he had
Boaz. Boaz was father of Obed, Obed of Jefl¢, and Jeffe of king
David: So that Jefus Chrift did not difdain to reckon this Cu
naanitith woman among his anceltors.  Galmer’s Dittionary,

VoL, IIL P help
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A. M. helpof diffimulation and falfehood, or whether Rahab, in
15‘5:3231’3‘:['} concealing the fpies, and pretending to the king’s meflen.
\as1, &c, §Crs, that they were juft gone, did notincur the fin of wil-
trom foh.i. full lying, is a queftion not fo very eafy to be refolved,
to the end. Men, as they are members of a civil fociety, have certain-

ly a right to truth, and thé very defign of fpeech is to be
the conveyance of our real fentiments to oune another ;
but fome cafuifis are of opinion, that circumftances may
fo happen, as to make it both lawful and neceflary, not on-
Jy to difguife the truth, but -to impofe upon others by a
falfe information. -Suppofe 2 madman, for inftance, with
4 drawn {word in his hand, fhould-purfue a friend of
mine, with a full intent to kill him ; and my friend, by
the benefit of {fome fhort turding, gives him the drop, fo
that, having loft fight of him, he comes and demands of-
me, which way he took; but I, inftead of fetting him
right, point the affuflin another way : in this cafe, I pre-
fume; I commit no-crime 3 becaufe the man, in thefe cir-
cumitances, -has forfeited - all right to truth ; nor could I
indeed impart it"tohim, without making myf{elf inftrumen-
tal 1o my friend’s murther, «+-This, in a great meafure, was
Rabab’s cafe. Her defign- was:to {ave the {pies from the:
hands of thofe that were {ent to apprehend them ; butia
vain had fhe formed fuch a defign, unlefs the was refolv-
ed to pat it in execution-; and yet, what other way had
fhe of executing it, but by telling alic ? It had been to
no purpofe for her to have hid them on the roof of her
houfe, if, for the fake” of truth, “the had thought herfelf
obliged to difcover the place of their concealment ; if her
ilence had given any umbrage of fufpicion to their pur-
fners ; if fhe had not, in thort, by a bold affertion, divert-
ed their inquiry fome other way, In this cafe the defign-
and the means of executing-it were infepasable. And yet,
fince a defign, whiclf,could. no. ways be executed without
the help of a lie, is both praifed and propofedin the Scrip~
ture, as a pateern for the church to imitate, what right
have we to condemn it ? Or, upon what prefumption can
we imagine, thatRahab would have afted more agreeably
to the mind of God, in difcovering the fpies out of refpeét
to truth, than the did, in preferving them by virtue of a
feigned ftory ? But there is anothér way of accounted for
Rahab’s condudt,-and that-is this (u) The author

(«) Shuckford's Coniedion, vol. iii. lib. 12

LY
£
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of the Epiftle to the Hebrews informs us, ‘that (x) b/faztlz A M.
Jhe perifped not with them that believed nvt, when fhe had re- 7353 .
ceived the fpies with peace; where the Greek words are rg51, &
NOL Fois amisois with the zmlm/zever.r bur Tols A ;9v TaTE with from Joth i,
the difsbedient, or thofe that were not purfuaded of the truch '© e ¢,
of what was told them. But how the jnhabitants of Jeri-
<ho can be f2id fo be unconvinced or difobedient, if God had
revealed nothing to thém, or required ndthing of them, we
cannot conceive. Some information muft have been gi.
ven both to them and Rahab, otherwifecthey could not be
condemned for difobedience, nor fhe cdmmended for her
faithy i. e. for believing and a&ing according to the will of
God,” made known unto heri: Upon the fuppofition then,
that the defign of - God towards the inhabitants of Canaan
was fbme way or other revealed to the Kingand people of
Jericho, and both he and they had been fufficiently-warn-
ed to fave themfelves from the deftruétion thadt ‘was’ co-
ming upon-them, if they would not obey ; but if -Rahzb
did and acted confermably to the mformatlon ‘that was
given' her, her. ‘whole behaviour ‘will ndt only ftand clear
of every criminal imputation, but be highly commendable,
and juftly deferve a-rapk among thofelilluftrious patterns
which the apoftle propbfes 10 our ithitation, as béing a per-
fon juftified vot only by her faith, (y) but her works like-
wife, when fbe reccived the mcjﬁ/zger:, and fent. t/yem out an-
other way. e

The declaration which their kind prote&refs makes toand takine
them, (2) 1 know that the Lerd hath given you the land, Pm againft
and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the zr-/yt c;;n"t:‘y“
bitants of the land faint becaufe pf you, for the Lmd your
God, be is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath, be-
fpcak(s the full purfuafion of her-mind ; and therefore, not
doubring, ‘bur that the vuler of the umverfe had an uncon-
tiollable right to difpofe of all kingdoms and countries
according to his good pleafure, fhe judged it réafonable 4o
vbey God Father than man, and thereupon endeavoured, ds
much as in her lay, to deliver up the land to the tive own-
ers, to thofe whom God, by his donation, had made its
righttul proprietor 5.

A order from heaven moft certainly releafes the fub-
jet from his allegiance to his prince, and the citizen from
the engagcmcnt he lies )undcr to thofe that are of thc famc

PO . I
(x) Heb, =i, 31, ,‘({)Jam. it. 23, (z) Jo{h ii, 9> 11.
: (-

P2 focicty ;
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A. M. fociety ; and therefore Rahab, having fuch an order, (or
;fri ‘conr at leaft what was equxvalcnt ta it), was at full liberty to.e-
1451, ctc. Ipoufe what party The plealed, and muft have been perﬁdn-
fom Jomh.i- ous to God, -and forgetful of her own prefervation, "if fhe
o theend. 1ad afted otherwife than fhe did. For (a) even fetting a-

fide her faith, (for which fhe is fo juftly commended in the
gofpel), if the had heard of the deftrution of Pharaoh in
Lgypt, -and of thc other two, kmgs on the eaft fide of Jor-
dan, the king of Jericho can hardly be fuppofed to be.igno-
raunt of their - fate; and therefore it was as natural for her to
-be terrified at it, ynd to provide for her fafety, as it wag
for him to makeablavc refiftance, or penﬂa in the’ atiempt.
It they efore what . the Scripture feems to intimate be true,
viz. that Jofhua-was obliged to offer pedce, before he made
ufe of the fword agaioft apy of the Canaanitith patiops ; it
was as lawful for her, -or aoy other fubjeét, to accept tifis
peace, as it was glorious perhaps for 2 ‘monarch to refufe
it. At leaft we cannot but think, that the réfufal of fuch
jdvantageous terms from an 1rre{&ﬁ1ble conqueror, at the
ritk of bging all infallably mafiacred by him, for the
fake of a king, who (foraught that appears to the contrary)
might be a petty tyrant, or for the fake of a people whom
fear had rendered incapable of making, any tolerable, refift-
ance ; when perhaps the difference of being under the na-
tural monarch, (if he'was really fuch), or the conqueror,
was inconfiderable, or (it may be) on the fide of the latter:
we cannat.but ‘think, I.fay, that fuch a refufal would have
been an mﬁa,nce of pamonfm, not to.be expe&ed fx om.a
Canaanite, aid much lefs from fuch: a young hofte, -as
Rahab muft have been, fince we read of her being the ma-
ther of Boaz, ahove thirty years after this. So that, up-
on the whole, the alted a part that mlght naturally be ex-
peted from her, no ways inglorioys in itfelf, and highly a-
greemble to the will of God, when tfhe adjoined hérielf to
thofe, who,. by his almxghty arm,’ were fo vifibly fupport-
ed ; and abandoned the intereft of thofe, who, upon fo
many ; accounts, were ‘very juftly devoted to deftruétion. .
Realons for |, What the. Spmt fays unto the church at Thyatira, (b)
God’s treat- y
ing the Ca- 4 I gave ber fpace to repent of/rerformmz‘yozz but fhe repent-
naanites fo. gd not 5 vebold, I will caff. her into a bed, and them that
fevesely, rommzt,adultzry with her inta great tribilation, and I will
Aifl her children with death, and give unio every one accord-
ing to his 'worlm, 1s very appllcable to the feveral nations in

(a) Umvcrf Hift, Iib, 1. c. 7. (5) Revel. il 21, e,
. the
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the land of-€Canaan. - Four -huadred ~years:¥ere to inter- A, M.
~vene hetween the COmIREncemeEnt of the promife 1o Abra- 255[3’(;;",(
Jham, and ahiscompletion of. it; andethe reafop which 1451, - &<,
‘God gives.for this long delay is, thyaL,Q ) “the iniquity of #he from Jofh.d,
- Amgrites- (and by, the Amontﬁa he means all the ethier pa- to theendt
«tong. of - Cmaan) was. not yet full : And (d) ¢ven though

.(as the guthor af -the ,book of W xfdom argues) be conid

chavy: deflrygyed them wll with one rough word, yet executing

bis judgments by little and littla, he gowe them place of ra-
pentance;, net be z;g zgnarrmt that f/yzy %Bert an }muguz‘/ gene-
gation,.and that their madice. was bred in, them, dnd théwr
cogitation Wonbdnever be changed. Forinfread. of reforming,

ths only. effér. \vthh this dclay ‘had, was to make them

more confiemed in wickednefls, and becaute {¢) 1his fentence
-agagnft theirevil works was net «fpecdily execused, therefare

were Atb%r bearts the fuller fot in them to docvil. - -

3 What the pature and heinoufnefs of - theis -iniquities

spere, ‘we.may-beft learn from- (£.) the many: precautions
whith God gives his penple againtt them; for bebated them

~fas the’ (g)dame author has drawn up( the articles of acen-

fationy a;gamﬂ them) jfor- doing moft odious, works: of - witehe
eraft, -and wicked facrifi ce;, Jor their mercz/ff; mitrdering. of
children devouring of man’s flefb, and feafling upon blood;

3nd if we may fuppofe that' God; fome way or other, had

-givien thefe nations fufficient:notice of his intended feverity
againft-them if they did not repent; had @bundant reafon

‘to preferve his own people from tthe infe&ion of the abo-
minations : and; before theit extirpation was executed, did,

{h) by his fervant Jofhua, offer them conditions of peace :
Though the divin¢ counfels are a ferret to us; yer {(even

upon this face of things) we cannot find 2 any faui‘t with*his
tregtment of thém, fiuce, when he had given them /j’mce

2o repent, and they repc'zz‘c)d not, his jultice wag certainly

then at liberty to’ take what' vengeance his. dlvmc wifdom
ﬁlould think fit. -

And indeed this feems - to be one, of the reafons why Reafons for
God divided the river for the Ifraelites, who were to be the Mracl-
the inftruments of this his vengeance, to pafs over, iz, :f}g:d{f‘fc
Thaf thercby he mightinjedt a terrour into the inhabitants - :
of Ganaan, and fo facilitaie: the conqueft of their coun-
try.. Cn.the fide ‘of Jerdan, the ngs of the neigh-

e

AL ; PRt ® R YIOn
- {e) Ge’n v, (a!) Wild: xii. g, -10.7% () Ecclef, Vi
Y1, (f) Vid. Lev xvilil 43" Deut. ixi goetce,  (g) Wifd.
xii. 4, 5. (hp-Deut ixcio, 1103 Jeli xi 19, 0 o

bourhood
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A.). bourhood feared no invafion. The depth of the river
fﬁfgéh' ‘2. (efpecially at the time of its overflowing, which was.in the
451, &c, harvefl, when the’Ifraelites (i) pafled it) was a barrier
trom Joih-i. fijfficient, they thought, againft all that the Ifraclites could
totheend. 35, For in thofe days, pontoons were things never heard

‘of 'in military expeditions ; -and-the: * fiream is (even- 4t
this day) allowed to be too fierce and rapid for any ohe ta
“fwimover: Andtherefore, as they expected no danger from
that quarter, and mighr for that reafon draw out no- for-
ces to defend that fide of their frontier ; {o the facred hi-
ftorian has taken care to inform us, zhat (k) when all the
kings of the Amorites which were on the fide of Fordan wefi-
ard, and all the kings of the Canaanites which were by the,
fea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of Jor-
dan from ‘before the children of Ifrael, until they were
paffed over, their hearts melted, neither was -there fpzrzt
‘them any more.

“And as this miraculous .paflage could not but fill them
enemies with confufion, {fo it added, no doubt, freth
c6urage to the Ifraelites, when they came to confider, that
the fame God, about 40 years before, had wrought the
like miraclé for them in their paflage of the Red fea ; thxatt

{7} Joih. iii. 15.5 1 Chron. xii. 15.; and Eccluf. xxiv. 26.

# That the facred writings do conﬁantly reprefent this river
as not fordable, except at fome particular places, very probably
made by art, that the countries on each fide may have a freep
communication, Is p]am from the paflages to which thefe fe-
veral citations, Jofh . 2.; Judg. fi. 28. and xii. 5. 2 Kings
H. 14.do refer. Thatit was nota poor and inconfiderable
fiream, fuch as fome have repreiented it, is evident from, the
account of Thevenot (m his travels, p. 193.) who himfelf
went near the place where the Ifraelites paffed over, and de-
feribes it to be *“ half as broad as the Seine at: Paris, very
¢¢ deep, and very rapld ” which agrees very well with what

, Maundrell (in his journey from Aleppo, p.83.) fays of it, v/z.
¢ Thatits channel is twentyyards over, deeper than a man’s
¢¢ height, and runs with fuch a current, that there:is no
ﬁvxmmmg againlt it.” And that (whatever the prefent condi-
tion of _]ordan may be) it is certain, when the Iiraelités’ came
into Canaan, it was a much larger river than now it is; for
even in Pliny’s time (Nat. Hit. lib. 5.) its channel-was much
Jarger than what it now runs in, haviag then the title of Am-
nis amb:tmfu; ; and in the days when Strabo w rote, (accord-
ing to his Geog. lib. 16.), even veflels of burden might navi-
gate in it; S/u Efori’s Conm.clion, wol. il. lib, 12,

(£) jo(h V.1,

thea
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then he divided the waves, (/) to confirm the commiffion 4. M.
which he had given Mofes, andnow had parted the fiream, lﬂff’cszﬁ’
to ﬁrengthcn the authority of his fucceffor Jothua, and to 1451, eic.
give them affarance, that (m) he would be with the one, asfromjoth.i.
he bad been with the other, and impower the latter to make © theead.
good their poflefion of the lund of promife, even as he had

enabled the former to accomplifh their “deliverance out of

the land of bondage. -

“In all rivers whatever, there queftionlefs are fome {hal- And thae it

lower i places than " ordinary, or fome paffages, either by :,?ia?:lois'
boats or bridges, that may be called Jfords ; but that the

Jordan, at thistime, was cither fo vaftly overflown, as to

render thefe fords impaffable, or that the Hraelites croffed

it at places which the énemy never thought of, and where

none of thefe pafles were to be found, is pretty evident from

the Canaanites making no preparation todefend their coafts

on the river-fide, and from the great confternation we find

them in, when once they underftood that the Jewifh army

had gét over. For (whatever opinion we, at this diftance

of time, may have of the matter) they juftly inferred,

that the fufpenfion of a river’s courfe could be effected no.

other way than by a divine power, either immediately act-

ing itfelf, or by the infirumentality of its angels. And

though there poffibly may be fome inftances in hiftory,

wherein, by the violence of adverfe winds, the courfe of

rivers has either been retarded, or ¥ driven back; yet, as

we read of no fuch wind conccmed in this event, the pre-

di¢tion of Jofhua, and the promifes of God concerning

this nnracle, the time in which he chofe to work it, and
‘the analogy it bears with what before was wrought at the

Red fea; thefe, and feveral other c1rcumﬁances, make this
tranfacion beyond compare, and rank it, not only among:

thofe prodigies which very rarely come to pafs, but among

thofe ftupendous works, which (contrary to the laws of

nature) the great author and ruler of the univerfg, for the

(O Saurin’s Dxffertatlon fur le paffage du Jourdain.
() Jofh. i, 17, -
* Something of this nature feems to have happened in Au-
guflus’s time, according to that known paﬂ'age in Horace’:

‘Vidimus flavam Tiberim, retortis-

Littore Etrufco violenter undis; -

Ire deje&um monumentar regls, .

Ternplaque Veltz. - Lib, 1. O0dr 2,
. - prefervation
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An M. prefervation of his people, and the madifeftation of his own
Ziff’% .in, glory, is fometimes Obferved to do. ° '

1451, et (n) He that is born in thy houfe, or be that is bought with

fromolb. 1. 4y money, muft necds be - circumcifed, and my ‘covenant ftall
tgihffi be in your flefh for an everlafting covenant ; and the uncir-
Wh}"c(ir' cumcifrd man-child, whofe fle/b’ of his frrc/lnz is not cii cum-

::g}f; o cifed, that foul fball be cut off from his pesple he hath bro-

emuted, hen my covenant. Thefe are the words of the precept,

B and they feem to be fo very urgent and exprefs, that one

would really think the ordindnce was intended hot only for

a diftintion between Jew and Gentile, but for an iaftitus’
tion likewifz, to take away the guilt of original fin. -*And"
yet, ‘even uoon this {uppofiton, (o) the people’s frequent*
moving from place to place, the uncertainty of their de-

caimpments, and the inconvenience of their travellmg,

which-would make it dangerous for children to be circum--

cifed before a march, might be fome apology for their o-

mitting thie obfervation of this rite, even though they had

a0 divine difpenfation for it.

(#) Itis one of the general rules among the Tews, that
no preeept, (always meaning no ceremonial precept, for
fome precepts there are that were to be obferved, even at
the expence of their lives), whof¢ obfervation occafions
death, is o be attended to, becaufe the Scriptures fay,
that be who obferveth thefe laws fhall five, not die, by them.
But hew frivolous foever this reafon may be, it is certain,
that in cafe they apprehended any danger from the opera-
tion, they carried this+difpenfation fo fa.r ‘a§ to exempt the
next child from having this ordinance pafs upon him,; if fo
be thdt his brother before him died of the-wound which
he received in circumcifion. And for a farther excufe, they
add, that during their fojourning in the wildernefs, for
one crime or other, their forefathers were generally under
the divine difpleafure, in which condition it would have
been a profanation of the facrament to-have adminiftered it.

But then, if the other notion of this ordinance be ad-
mitted, iz. that it was no more than a note of diftinc-
tion between the Ifraelites and other nations, as the Ifragl-.
ites'were now alone in the wil demefs, there was no danger..
of their mixing with: OthClS, and confequently lefs rea-
fon for their obicrvatlon of 'this mﬂmouuhmg me; until.

(7) Gen. xvil. 13, 14, (o) Saurms Dxﬂ'e:t fur Ia prlfe de
Jerico. (B) Lightfoot’s Hor. Heb. in 1 Cor. vii, 19.
they

v



Chap.I.  from the Ifrdelites entering Canaan, &¢. 119

they fhould enter upon the pofleflion of a country where A.M.

every kind of idolatry furrounded them on all hands. 255_3’(:??'

" Thus, whether we look upon the rite of circumcifion as or; et
, 00 po o u 14571, etc,

a {dcrament of initiation into the Jewith church, or a cha- from Jofh. i.

raéter of fiiﬁin&ion only between them and other people, to the end.

the Ifraelites might, without the imputation of much guils,

omit the outwdrd cbfervance of it, if fo be that they did

but attend to what was the true intent and meaning of it,

viz. (q) the circumcifing the forefkin of their hearts ; (r) for

he is ot a Few (ds St. Paul excellently argues) who is one

outwardly, reither is that circumcifion, which is outward in

the flefbs but he is a Few, who is orte inwardly, and circiim-

cifion is that of the heart, in the fpirit, and not in the letter,

whefe praife is not of men, but of God.

In like manuner, the obfervation of the Sabbath-day was 5.4 pe
a precept or {evére injunction ; but whether the deftruction S.bbath
of Jericho happened on that day, or any other of the week, pot obfer-
(as the Ifraclites were ordered to compals the city for feven
days fucceflively), it is certain, that'one of thefe days muft
neceflarily have been the Sabbath ; and yet we muft not
fuppofe that they committed any great offence in what they
did, becaufe the fame authority which made the law for
the obfervation of it, gave now a full licence for the pro-
fanation of it. The perfon who met Jothua, and'preferi-
bed the form of the fiege of Jericho, by his affumption
of divine honours and appellations, was doubtlefs the fame
who delivered the law from Mount Sinai : And therefore
we need not queftion but that now he aéted in as full a
power in fufpending, (fince his orders could-not be exécu-
ted without fuch fufpenfion), as he then did in injoining
the obfervation of the Sabbath; and it is in allufion (as
fome imagine) to this very pafiage, that our blefled Saviour
pronounced ‘that maxim in the gofpel, (s) the Sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.

However this be, it is certain, that before our Saviour’s
days, the Jews carried the obfervation of the Sabbath to a
great degree of rigour. In the time of the Maccabees,
they would not fo much as defend themfelves againft the
affault of their enemies on that day, (¢) but yielded their
throats to bz cut, rather than ftir an hand ia their own
vindication : Whereas this example of their forefathers

(¢) Deut, x. 16. -  (r) Rom. ii. 28, 29, (s} Markii. 27,
(2) Prideaux’s Connedlion, part 2. vol. 4. .

Vor.IIL Q_ invefting,
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A. M. invefting, if notfacking, Jericho on the Sabbath-day, might
1‘33&3’3:;1{ have taught them, one would think, that in cafes of this
1451, &, nature, it was allowable, not only o defend themfelves,
::)é;{ofhdl but to prevent their enemies annoying them, nay even to
— 0, fall ‘upon and defiroy them, whenever a favourable oppor-

tunity prefented itfelf on that day,
Why rams- In the conqueft of Jericho however, fome have i lmagm-
horns were ‘€0 that rams-horns were not proper materials whereof to
made ufe of make trumpets ; that they are not {o eafily perforated, nor
e @ can they ever be brought to make a found fhrill and
mhgo Je- extenfive enough for their particular purpofes ; and
therefore they conceive, that brafs or filver, or any other
metal had been more convenient for this ufe; whereupon
(u) they derive the word 7obel, in the ﬁngular, (which we
_render a ram’s horn), not from the Arabic, which fignifies
a ram, but from Fubal, the name of him who was the firft
inventor of mufical inftruments : And according to this
fenfe, the trumpets which the priefts upon this occafion
ufed, may be faid to have been fafhioned according to thofe
which Jubal firft invented.

This' interpretation of the words (which is no bad one)
removes all the incongruity that may feem to arife from
the matter whereof thefe trumpets were compofed: But
then, it is to be confidered, thatas the firft inftruments of
this kind were probably made¢ of horns, fo has the notion
of the impofibility of boring a ram’s horn been fufficiently
confuted by our learned Spencer.  Thetruthis, every one
knows, that in the infide of it there is a {ofter part, which
may be drawn out by art ; after which it is hollow all the
way up, except four or five inches towards the top, part of
which is fawed off, to make it brecad enough for the
mouth, and then the reft is eafily bored. But whether
there is any foundation for that fancy of the Jews, that
thefe horns were retained in the proclamation of fome of
their greateft feftivals, in memory of Ifaac’s being refcued
from his father Abraham’s knife, by the fubfhtuuon of a
ram in his ftead, isa point that we leave to the {peculations
of the curious. _

‘Whatever materials thefe trumpets were made of, it is

;rf}i: ;ﬁ:;“g impoflible to conceive that there fhould be any power in their
culous. . found to demolifh citics ; and though the noife of a great
number of pcople wight be very loud, yet ftill it would re-

(«) Mafius in Joth, vi, 45 Bochart's Hierof. lib. 2. c. 43.;

and Calmet in focum.
ciuirc
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suire a miracle in Jofhuato know what the juft proportion
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~was between their noife, and the firength of the walls of 3353

Jericho, fince the leaft deviation in this refpe& would havc
defeated the whole experiment.

What the effet of gunpowder, or of other fulphureous
matter fired under ground, or in the bowels of the earth,
is, no one that has feen either the fpringing of a mine, or
felt the convulfions of an earthquake, needs be told ; but
that no ftratagem of this kind could be employed in the
fiege of Jericho, is manifeft, becaufe the invention of gun-
powder is a novel thing ; nor had the Ifraelites been long
enough on the weftern fide of Jordan, to have undermi-
ned its walls, even though they had had the fecret of fome
inflammatory firatum,-to have lodged under them. On
the contrary, the whole procefs of this fiege (if we may fo
call it) was managed at fuch a rate, as plainly difcovered an
expedtance of a miracle to be wrought : For had not this
been the cafe, inftead of fauntering about the walls for feven
days, they fhould have been working in their trenches, and
carrying on their approaches, as we now call it.

The art of war wasthen butinits infancy ; and as the man-
ner of undermining and blowing up the moft ponderous bo-
dies, was what the ancients were unacquainted with, fo was
the battering-ram an invention of a later date than fome
imagine. (x) Pliny indeed feems to fay, that Epeus firft
‘made ufe of it at the fiege of Troy ; but, in all probability,
(y) Ezekiel is the earlieft author that mentions this ma-
chine, and perhaps the firft time that it was employed was
under Nebuchadnezzar, at the fiege of Jerufalem.

But there is no need to ranfadt hiftory for the confuta-
tion of this f{yftem, which (z) they who propofe it do ne-
verthelefs acknowledge, that though the walls of fJericho
might have fallen without any extraordinary aé of the di-

[vme power, yet by the circumftances of the whole account,
it appears that this event was altogether miraculous, Nor
‘fhould Jofhua’s denouncing an anathema over the vanquith-

ed city be thought a thing unprecedented, or a token of a
furious and 1mp1acablc ipmt fince the like pra&tce has
been obferved by fome of the greateft generals of other

( x) Lib. vii. c. 56. (» ) Ezek, iv. 1. 2. and xxi. 22.

(z) P. Merfenne, in his Comment. on Genefis, and D, Geo,
Merhof, De Scypho vitreo per certum humanz vocis tonum
iracto,

Q_2 nations ;

nt, Chrill
1451, ctc.
from Joth i.

to the ¢nd,

Jothua’s
curfing it
no uncom-
mon thing.
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A. M. nations ; forafmuch as (2) Agememnon, after he had
2553 »¢. taken Troy, denounced a curfe upon thofe. who fhould,
1451, &c. atany time, attempt to rebuild it; the Romans publithed
fromJeth.i. 3 decree of execration againft them who thould do the like
tothe ead, ¢y Carthage ; and when (4) Craffus had demolithed Sidon,

‘ (which had been 2 lurking-place to the tyrant Glaucias), he
wifhed the greateft evils imaginable upon the head of that
man who fhould but fo much as build a wall about the place
where it once ftood. :

Of all the queftions in the Jewith fchools, there is none

What the more difficult than what we are to underfiand by the Urim
,g;"“ 2nd and Thummim, which Mofes takes notice of as fomething
ummim . . . . . 2
were . belonging to the attire of the high-prieft, and withal en-
abling him to give refponfes to fuch as, by his mediation,

came to confult God. (¢) The two words are varioufly
tranflated ; but, in the main, all the tranflations amount
much to the fame purport; and as this facred thing (be it

what it will) was to be placed on the high-prieft’s breaft,

it very properly reminded him of the great qualifications
requifite in thofe of his order ; light, or fufficiency of {pi-
ritual knowledge ; and perfection, or the virtue and fanc-

tity of his life. ‘

The general opinion indeed is, that this Urim and
Thummim were one and the {fame thing : But (d) an in-
genious writer, of our own nation, conceives them to be

two different oracles, and applied to different purpofes ; that

Urim was the oracle whereby God gave anfwer to thofe who
confulted him in difficult cafes, and Thummim, that where-

by the high- prieft knew whether God did accept the facri-
fice or no ; that therefore the former is called lght, as
giving knowledge which difpels the darknefs of our minds ;

and the other integrity, or perfection, becaufe they wholfe
facrifices God accepted, weie accounted Thummim, i. e.

Juft and righteous in bis fight : In fhort, that by the for-
mer, the Jews were afcertained of the counfel or will of

God ; by the latter, of his favour and good acceptance.

But this diftin&tion has not met with a general approba-

tion, becaufe, however there may be (¢) paffages where the

one is mentioned without the other, yet in this cafe, the

(@) Strabo, Iib. 13. p. 898. () Zonarz Annal. lib. o. p.

409. (¢ ) Edward’s Inquiry into difficult texts, part 2.
(4) Mede’s Difcourfe 35, (¢) Numb. xxvii, 21. 1 Sam.
xxviil.6.

ane
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one (which is generally the Urim) may well enough be A.M:
fuppofed to include both.. e
‘LheJewith doétors are mottly of opinion, that the Urim 1451, elc.

and Thummim were nothing elfe but the precious fiones fromJomh.i.

which were fet upon the breaft- -plate ;5 and that (f) by € the end,
the {hining or ‘protuberating of the letters in the names
of the wwelve tribes, .¢ngraven upon the twelve ftones, the
high-prieft, When he’came to confult God, could read the
anfwer : But in this opinion there are fome difficulties
har dly to be furmounted.  For befides that all the letters
in the Hebréw alphaber are not to be found on the peéto-
ral, fince there. are. four, viz. Heth, Teth, Zade, and
Koph manifeltly wanting; (g) the que(hon is, by what
rules the high-priclt could make a combination of thefe
letters, (fuppoﬁno there were enough of them), and fo put
them iogethier, as 0 fpell. out the divine oracle; becaule it
“itis not pretcnded that thefe letters moved out of their pla-
ces, but oniy fwelled, or raifed themfelms above the reft ?
Suppofe, for inftance, that any fix of thefe letters fhould
have fwelled, or thone with 4 more than ordinary luftze,
yet how theuld the high- prleﬁ: know to difpofe of them in
right order, and which fhould be firft, and which laft ?
If it be faid by, the fpmt of prophely ; this vacates all the
neceflity of the Urim ‘and Thummim ; becaufe a prophetic
{pirit wonld teach him what he defir ed to know, without a-

ny farther affiftance.

(h) Ebriftopborus a Caflro, and from him, (i) Dr. Spen-
“cer will needs ‘have it, that this Urim and Thummim
were two little images, (much of the fame make with
the Gentile Teraphim), which being folded in -the dou-
bling of the breaft-plate, did from thence give oracular
anfwers by an audible voice, and that this device was taken
from the Egyptians. But befides that the word Teraphim
(to which thefe others were compared) is feldom.or never
taken in a good {tnfe, it feems a little improbable, that in
-a matter {o folemn and facred, the Jews thould be left to
follow the examples of the idolatrous Egyptians. (k) The
facred records indeed inform wus, that the Jews borrow-
ed of the Egyptians jewels of filver, and gold, and rai-
ment ; but they no where intimate, that the Jewifh high-
prieft borrowed Lis pontifical, and particularly his oracular

() Prideaux’s Conne&ion, partii. lib. 3. (g )- Calmet’s
Di&ionary, under the word Uriz:. (b ) De Vaticinio. (i) Dif-
fert. De Urim et Thummim, (4 ) Edward’s Inquiry, part il
. hatbi,
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habit, from them : and therefore to think that God, who
declares himfelf fo pofitively againft the idolatrous practice
of the Gentiles, fhould, by thefe images of Pagan inven-
tion, take the ready way to give them countenance and
encouragement ; or to think, that the Jews, who were
exprefsly commanded not to learn the way of the Heathen,
and, () after thedsings of the land of Egypt, where they had
dwelt, not to do; were permitted, nay, commanded to
make ufe of this magical and fuperftitious rite, is fuch an
heap of odd and wild conceits, as no unprejudiced mind
can ever entertain.

Others therefore are of opinion, that it was the tetra-
grammaton, or incffable name of God; and others, that
it was no more than the two plain words of Urim and
Thummim, written or engraven on fome plate of gold or
precious ftones, which, when placed upon the pectoral,
would give it an oracular power : (m) But the moft pro-
bable opinion, is, that it was no corporeal thing at all, but
only a certain virtue (which God was pleafed to give to the
breaft-plate at its confecration) of obtaining an ordcular
anfwer from him, whenever the high-prieft thould pur it
on in order to afk counfel of him, in the manner that he
had appointed ; and that the names of Urim and Thum-
mim were given it, only to denote the clearnefs and per-
fpicuity which thofe anfwers of God had, viz. that they.
were not like the heathen oracles, enigmatical and ambi-
guous, but plain and manifeft, and fach as never fell fhort
of perfettion, cither in the fulnefs of the anfwer, or the
certainty of the wuth of it.

Whether this oracle was only confulted in the great and
important affairs of the ftate, or might be advifed with in
queftions of a low nature, is not entirely determined by
th: learned ; but the moft prevailing opinion is, that the
high-prieit (who was not the only officiating minifter
in this ccremony) was not allowed to addrefs it for
any private perfon, but only for the king, the prefident of
the Sanhedrim, the general of the army, or fome other
public governour in Ifrael ; and that, not upon any private
aftairs, but fuch only as related to the public intereft of the
nation, whether in church or ftate.

‘When thereforc any fuch matter happened, wherein it
was neceflary to confult God, the cuftom was for the

" (4) Levit, xviii, 3, -. () Prideaux’s Connection, part i.
ib. 3 !

high-
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high-prieft to put on his robes and breaft-plate, and fo A-M.
prefent himfelf, not within the veil of the Holy of Holies, 755"
(for. thither he never entered but once a-year, on the great 41, etc.
day of expiation), but without the veil in the holy place, fromJofh i.
and there ftanding, with his face direétly towards the ark, the end.
or mercy-feat, whereon the divine prefence refted, he pro- =~ =
pounded the matter ; and at fome diftance behind him,
but without the holy place, ftood the perfon for whom
the oracle was confulted, in devout expeftation of the an-
fwer, which (as (n) it feems moft congruous to the thing)
was given him in an audible voice from the mercy-feat,
which was within hehind the veil.

Here it was that Mofes went to atk courfel of God in
all cafes; and from hence he was anfwered in an audible
voice : and, in like manner, when ever the high-prieft pre-
fented himfelf before God, according to the prefcription
of the divine law, it is reafonable to believe, that God
gave him an anfwer in the fame way that he did Mofes,
Z. e. by an audible voice from the mercy-feat : and for this
reafon it is, that fuch addrefs for counfel is called inguiring
at the mouth of God, and the Holy of Holies (the place where
the mercy-feat ftood, and from which the anfwer was gi-
ven) is fo often in Scripture ftyled, (o) the oracle; becaufe
from thence were the oracles of God delivered to fuch as
came to afk counfel of him, -
~ * Such was the flanding oracle which the Ifraelites whythe 1t-
might have bad recourfe to upon all important occafions ; raclites
and if, in their league with the Gibeonites, they were too:vvfti;“;;n
hafty and precipitate, their unadvifednefs is only to be withfiand-
blamed, and not the infufficiency of that means, whichingtheyhad
God had appointed for their better information, The fhorg P> 074
of the matter is, the pretended foreign embafladors drew.

them

( # ) Prideaux’s Conneéion, parti.lib 3. (o) Exod. xxv. 18,
20. chap. xxvii. 6. Lev, xvi. 2. 1Kingsvi. 5, ezc, 2 Chron, iit.
16. chap, iv. 20, efc. Pfal. xxviii. 2, )

* The Jewifh do&ors think, that the cuftom of confulting
God by Urim and Thummim, continued no longer than un-
der the tabernacle : For it is a maxim among them, that the
Holy Spirit {pake to the children of Ifrael by Uriin and Thum-
mim, while the tabernacle lafted ; under the firft temple, . e,
the temple of Solomon, by the prophets; and under the {econd
temple, or after the captivity of Babylon, by the Bath-col, or
daughter of the wvoice, by which they mean a voice fent from-

heaven,



126 - The Hiftory of the BIBLE, © Bogok V.
25;“3- M. them in by a wile and artifice. "The fory of theif old
nc.Chtt, Thoes dnd mouldy bredd was fo well contrived, and feemed
1351, &. fo very plaufible, that thiey took the thing for granted, as
:;‘;;"J:ﬁ;‘ we ‘ay. (p) They tookof their victuals, (as the textex:
—— prefles if), or 1’~ecé"rved them without any farther inquairy,
upoh the dccount of the ftaledefs of their provifion, and
(g) afbed not counfel of the miuth of the Lord 5 and theréfore
no wonder that God fhould fuffer them to be outwitted,
when they had an “infallible director fo néar at hand ;
and yet ia a matter of fuch moment as that of enterin
into a national freaty, pever once bethought themfelves to
confult him. ‘ R
“But there was a greater errour in their condu&, with
relation. to the Gibeonites. The orders and dire@ions
which God gave them, when they entered into a ftate of
war, were to this effeét. (r) Thdt to all cities, which
upon their fummons furrendered to thein, they were td
give quarter ; to fave theii lives, biit at the fame time to
make them 'their flaves and tributaries ; but that to fuch
as flighted their fummons, and ftood upon their défence,
they were not to ufe the fame treaument.  If they were a
diftant mation, or not belonging to the country of Canadn,
upon their taking any place, they were to put the men on-
ly to the fword, fpating the women and children, afid o-
ther living creatures that were found in it; bt if they weré
a neighbouring or Canaanitifh ftate, that ftood out and re-
fifted, they were to deftroy all without exception ; and fave

heaven, fuch as was heard at our Saviour’s baptifm and tranf-
figuration, Matth iii. 17, Our léarned Spenc¢er feers to have
adopted this opinion, and endeavours t6 fupport it by thefe ar-
guments, viz. That the Urim and Thummim were a confe-
quence of the theocracy of the Hebrews : For while the Lord
immediately governed his people, it was neceflary, that there
thould always be a means at hand, whereby to confalt him upon
‘ affairs that concerned the common intereft of the whole nation
but fince the theocracy ceafed, when the kingdom became here-
ditary in the perfon and family of Solomon, and the interelt of
the nation ceafed to, be common, after the divifion of Ifiael into
two monarchies, the oracles of the Urim and Thummim meuft
neceflarily ceafe. And accordingly if we confult the facred hi-
ftory, we-fhall meet with no footfteps of thus appling to God,
fromthe building of Solomon’stemple, to'the time of its deftruc-
tion ; andafterits defru@ion, allare agreed, that thiscracle was
never reftored again; Spencer De Urim et Thummin, cap.ii.

(p)Joth.ix. 14.  (g) Ibid. (r) Deut. xx. 12, dre.

.

alive
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alive nothing that breathed, In the whele, however, there A M.
was this injunction, that of what country foever the people 25::"&;"‘“.‘;'0
were, and whether they refifted, or refifted not, the I~} g,
raclites were ‘to make no () covenant with thein, nor with from Jofb i,
¢heir gods ; and the reafon hereof is this, ~——-—— (¢) That (0 theend,
as a league between two nations implies, in the very notion

of it, their having upon fome terimns given their faith to

eath other, to obferve pun&ually what had been fripulated

between them; and, as when fuch public faith was given

and taken, the parties to the treaty fwore folemnly to each

other, by their refpeétive gods; the Ifraelites, who locked

upon the gods of thefe nations as vanity and nothing, who

were obliged to (u) overthrow their altars, burn their groves,

hew down their images, and utterty extirpate their rcligion,

were totally debarred from entering into any treaty or al-

liance with them, becaufe they could not recogaize their i-

dols as gods; nor take any public faith from the worthip-

‘pers of them.. For fo the people feem to fay to the Gi-
beonites, at their firft coming into the camp to propofe a

treaty, peradventure you . dwell ameng wus *“ are fome of

‘¢ thofe neighbouring. nations, whom we are ordered to

“ deftroy, whofe gods we are to drive out, and whofe coun-

“ try we are come to take poflcflion of,” and fow fball we

make a league with you ? ¢ The interdi€tion we are under

¢ will not permit us; and therefore, if you pretend to im-

¢¢ pofe upon us in this matter, the covenant of courfe is null

‘¢ and invalid ; and foin reality it was.”

It is reafonable, however, to imagine, that after the fraud ﬁt‘; :ib}:,{xe
of the Gibeonites was difcovered, the princes of Ifraclmight by their
refle€t upon their negle&, in not confulting the ditine oras weaty with
cle before ; and as the peace which they had entered into, ;hf Cibeo-
was plainly repugnant to God’s command of exterminat-
ing all the Canaanites, the queftion was, what they {hould
do in this cafe ! whether abide by the treaty, and fo poft-
pone the dommand ; or execute the command, and {5 dif-
annul the treaty ? The whole flrefs of the queftion turns
upon this — (x) Whether God commanded the Miael-
ites to deflroy all the people of Canaan abfolutely, and
without exception ; or whether he allowed them to {pare
fuch as voluntarily {fubmitted themfelves, and came to im-

{s) Exod. xxiii. 32, (#) Shuckford’s Conne&tion, vol. iii. }ib,
12, (%) Deut.xii, 3. (x) Puffendorf, De jure gent, lib. iv.
cap. i, fec. 7. De juramentis, &e. .

Vour. IIL R plore
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plore their pity and proteétion ? The words of the injunc-
tion in this cafe are full, and exprefs enough : (y) Whez
thou goeft nigh unto a city to fight againft it, then proclaim
peace untoit, and if it make thee anfwer of peace, and open
bee, then fhall all the people that are found therein be
tributaries to thee, and fball ferve thee. Thus fbalt thou
do unto all the cities which are very far of from thee, and
which are not of thefe Canaanitifb nations. But of the cities
of thefe people which the Lord thy God doth give thee for an
wnberitance, thou fbalt fave alive nothing that breatbeth,” but.
Shalt utterly defiroy them, that they teach thee not ta do all
their abominations, which they have done to their gods. But
here fome great writers have obferved, that this utter ex-
tinction of the Canaanitith nations, confidering the reafons
that are given for it, both here and (z) elfewhere, is to be
looked upon (a) as a permiflion, rather than a pofitive
command, and fhould at leaft, (&) be underftood with this
limitation ; unlefs they immediately fubmitted, renounced their.
idolatry, and did every thing that was enjoined them. And
to this purpofe (¢) the Jews hace a tradition, that Jofhua,
before he declared war againft the feven. nations, wrote let-
ters to them, wherein he offered them three conditions ~——
That if they were minded to depart, they thould quit the
country immedizately ; if.they were defircus to make peace,
the fhould come and treat with the Ifraelires; but that if
they intended to fight it out, they might betake themfelves -
to their arms: and they farther add, that the firft of thefe
conditions the Girgathites embraced, and fled into Egypt;
the fecond the Gibeonites accepted, and made a league witly

- Jothua; and the third the’ confederate kings made their

choice, when they took up arms againft the Ifracelites and
were all defeated, o

But this is no more than a bare hypothefis, invented on
purpofe to {nlve the difiiculty, and feems not to have nean
fo good a foundation, as that which fuppofes that the
princes of Ifrael, remembering their former omiifion, and
their infecurity in alting upon their own bottom, might,
in this perplexity, have recourfe to God for advice,. and
that his anfwer might be, that the league fbould be ratified.
Of this indeed we have no exprefs mention in Scripture ;.

R |

(y) Deut.xx. 10, &e.  (z) Exod. xxiii. 23.and Deut,vii, 4.
(2 ) Pulfendorf, Ibid, (#) Grotins, De jure belli, lib.ii. cap, 13.
ts) Saurin’s Difert, fur I'artifice des Gubaonites, vol, iii.

but
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but info fhort an hiftory of fuch a variety of tranfadtions, A- M.
as that of. Jofhua is, we may well imagine, that feveral cir- ansngf:x&
cumftances may be omitted. For that fome fuch ratifica- 3451, &c.
tion of this treaty was determined by God, we have great fiom Jofb.i.
prefumption to believe, (d) from the fevere punifhment €2,
which he afterwards infli¢ted upon the Ifraelites, and the
pofterity of Saul, for his having flain fome of the defcend-
ents of thefe Gibeonites, (not improbably (¢) at the facking
of the town of Nob). For though this aétion of Saul’s was
cruel, and inhuman, becaufe the decree for the extirpation
of the Canaanites was now extinét; yet what made it more
heinous and provoking to God, was the infradtion of the
treaty, which had fubfifted about four ages, and which coft
‘the lives of feven of that bloody prince’s fons and grand-
fons to atone.
The Heathens, it muft be owned, had no fmall refpeét
‘and veneration for oaths: Whenever they took one, it
was in the noft folemn and religious manner. (/) They
looked upon the gods as infpectors and witnefles of what
they faid, more efpecially at tuch a time as this,  They
believed that the Furies' were appointed to be avengers of
all perjury; and that as (g) difgrace attended it in this
world, fo deftruétion would purfue it in the next. And
as this was the general notion of moft heathen nations, fo
the Gibeonites, who had hitherto conceived a good opinion
of the God of Ifrael, would have been firang®y feandalifed,
4+ had they found his pecople prevaricating with their oaths,
even though they were made upon a falfe fuppofition. For
fear, therefore, left any difhonour fhould fail ultimateiy up-
on that divine Majefty whole fervants they were, the prin-
ces of the congregation unanimoufly agree, (and there feems
to be fomething of a divine infpiration in this their unani-
mity), and declare it astheir joint opinion, (4) #e have fworn
unto them by the Lord God of Ifrael, and therefore, without

(d) 2 Sam.xxi. 1, eze.  (¢) 1 Sam, xxii. 19. (/) Vid.
Hefiod. Dies, ver. 38, ¢sc.  (g) Perjurii peena divina exitium,
humana dedecus; -Cic. De leg. lib. 2.

+ St. Ambrofe, treating of this {tory, {peaks of 1t in this man-
ner: ¢¢ Jothua did notthink fit to break the peace, whichhe
* had granted, becaufe it was confirmed by the awful {olemnity
¢¢ of an oath, left, whilft he wasblaming the perfidioufaefs of o-
<s thers, he uimfelf thould be worfe than his word, and forfeit
<« his own honour 3 De officiis, lib, iii.cap. 10,

(#) Jofh. ix. 10,

R 2 breaking
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breaking our oath, or forfeiting his favour, we may not
tonch them.

I wus the fame commendable zeal for the honour of
God, that made the Ifraelites on one fide“of Jordan,
coneeive fuch angry refentments againft their brethren on
the other, upon fufpicion that they had apoftatifed from
his worfhip into the idolatry of the nations that were
round about them. The two tribes and an half, upon
their return from the wars, ereéted an altar, in memory
of their relation to the tribes and tabernacle which they
had left behind them (i} ‘Lhis alar, & feems was of an
height fomewhat extraordinary ; and as it was the cuftom
for Heathens to worfhip their gods (which were generally
celeftial bodies} upon high-places, as prefuming that there-
by they made nearer approaches to them ; their brethren
on the welt {ide of the river, conjeftured from thence
that this was an alear raifed for the worfhip of the fun, or
{fome other planetary god. But if even they were mifta-
ken in that conjefture, fufficient reafon they had to fuf-
peét, that it was intended tor no good purpofe, fince God

"had exprefsly forbidden them to offer their facrifices at any

other place but the tabernacle, or upon any other altar
but that which was bnilt by his appointment : For thefe are
dire&tions which Mofes gives them: (£) Ye are not yet come
to the reff, and to the inkeritance which the Lord your God
giveth you :  But when you thall be put in pofleflicn of -ir,
ye fball not do after all thefe things, that we do here this day,
cvery inan whatfecver is right in his own eyes ; but in the
place which the Lord fball chufe, in one of thy tribes, there
Jhalt thou offer thy burnt-offerings ; thither fhalt thou comey
and there fbalt thiu do all that I command thee.

No« when they had fufficient reafon; as they- thought.
to fufpedt their brethren ot a defetion into idolatry, whar
thoutd they do? Why, herein they punctually follow the
rules which God himitlf had plefcnbed them in fuch a
cafe : ({) If thou /uut hear fuy, in one of thy cities whick
the Lord z‘/iy Ged bath given thee to dwell there, Jaying, Cer-
tain men, the children of Belial, are gone out Jrom among
you, and have withdr .:'wn the z/z/mbzfant: of thar city, fay-
ing, Let us go, and ﬁrw’ o/ycrgads, (whick ye have nrot
/Lizow/z) then fhalt thouw inquire, and make fearch, and afk

(i)’Saurin's Diflert, Jofue renvoie les Reub.  (#) Deut, xii.
9,8, 14. “(/) Deut xiii. 12, 13, efc. B

diligently ;
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diligently ; and bebold, if it be truth, and the thing certain, A.M
that fuch abomination is wrought among you, thou fhait fure- ZASI?'CBQ:M
by [mite the inbubitants of that city with the edge of the rgr, &e.
Jword ; defiroying it utterly, and all that is thercin, and from Jofh.i.
the catile thereof, with the edge of the fword; and thou fbalt tiﬂ‘ii‘i;
gather all the fpoil of it ints the midft of the fireet thereof,

and fbalt burn with fire thecity, and all the [poil thereof

every whit, for the Lord thy God; and it fball be un hedp for

 ever, it fball not be built again. And if the Ifraclites on the

welt of Jordan, having this caufe of fufpicion, purfued:
thefe orders to atittle, who fhall fay that they did amifs,
or that their zeal for God’s glory was rafh and precipi-
tate ? ‘They took they propereft method (which was fend-
ing an embafly) for the difcovery of the truth; and if, up-
on inquiry, their fears were found to be groundlefs, yet it
feems to be an errour on the better fide, (as we commonly
Afay), and an inftance of no contemptible prudence, in mat-
ters of fo dangerous a confequence, always to fufpect the
worft. '
It may be doubted perhaps, whether the Iﬁ‘aélites Were Why they
a people of the greateft bravery in the world, but it may were ﬁfm,_ci'
truly be faid, that there was no neceflity for their being {o; Z’fee eees
becaufe, upon all occafions, they had the Lord of Hofls to
protet them, and to fight their battles for them. Sup-
ported by his aid, (m) how did one of them chafe a thou-
Jand, and two put ten thoufand to flight, except their Rock
bad fold them, and the Lord hod fbut them up ? But when
this'was the cafe, no wonder at all, that (n) the hearts of
the people melted away, and became like water.
The fhort of the ftory ivas this : They had all
along hitherto been victorious ; had fubdued a country be-
yond Jordan ; pafled that river, and conquered the capital
of the adjacent province by miracle : And now having fent
out a party to fummons a {mall place to 1'urrenacr, upon
the firft {ally that the inhabitants make, they are all on a
fudden feized with a pannic, forget their courage, and flee,
without fo much as firiking a fitoke. This they could not

‘but perceive was the effect of God’s difpleafure; and there-

fore, confidering themftlves in an enemy’s country, they
had juft reafon to dread, that if God thould defert them
in this fituation of their affairs, the people of the land, heary
ing the report of thleir defeat, would come, and (as ]oi‘hur;

(7 ) Chap, xxxii. 30. (n) Joth, vil. 5.
exprefls
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A. M. exprefles it) (o) enviren them round, and cut, of their name

jfrff’cggfi'f from the earth. ) : -
: " Good reafon therefore had the Ifraelites to be difcon-

1451, &c,
ffifnllﬂm,- i. folate, when they found that God, to whom they owed all
totheend. their valour and victories, had forfaken them. * But in
the mean time, how did they behave upon this occafion ?
Why, they fell to the earth upon their knees, in humble fup-
‘plication to God for mercy; they continued all the day
Iong in fafting and praying, and expreflcd their forrow, and
‘the fenfe of their. unworthinefs with the ufual tokens of
“grief. And was not this better, than to become obdurate
under God’s aflicting hand, as were the Egyptians? Nay,
was not this they very behaviour by which the Ninevites
moved the divine mercy to reverfe the fentence of excifion,
that had gone out againft them'? So thar, all things confi-
dered, the Ifraclites, in this regard, are not to blamed:
fince they who had loft the rock of their might, and had
‘the tervours of the Lord fet in array againft them, were far
Jrom fearing where no fear was. : =

“And, in like manner, if to the reafons we have already
alledged for their conduét at Jericho, we add this one con-
fideration, wviz. that they were juft-now entering upon
their conquefls ; that this was the firft city they had taken
on the weft fide of Jordan; and that the people they had
to contend with, were to be terrified into {fubmiffion, ra-
ther than intreated, we cannot but be of this opinion, that
an example or two of high feverity, at the firft ferting our,
was no lefs than neceflary to reduce the country more
fpeedily, and with a lefs effufion of blood ; as well as to
verify the promife of him who appointed them : (p) This
day will [ begin to put the dread of thee, and the fear of thee
upon the nations that are under the whole heaven, who fhall
hear report of thee, and fbail tremble, and be in anguifb be:
caufe of thee.

Without entering therefore into any farther vindication
of the Jewith nation, we may fafely fay, that in the cafes
we have had under confideration, they were neither zea-
lous, nor timoyous, nor cruel, without a caufe; that in the
firft of thefe cafes, they exnreffed their concern for God's
honour; in the fecond, their dread of his departing from
€hem ; and, in the third, their obedience to his command.

(o) Joih, vii. 9. (+) Deut, it 23,
It
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~Itis a law-of God’s own enaéting, that (q) he fathers
Jhall nat be put to déath for the children, neither fball the
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children be put to death for the fathers, but every man fhallyyq;, &
be put to death for his own fin: But then we are to- confi- fromJoth. i.

der, that this law was given to man, and -not to God, who

to the end.

has certainly a: more abfolute right and {fovereignty over The cafe of
men, than one man has over apother. That as the Ifrael-+Achan’s

children in-

ites, at this time, lived under a theocracy, and in a proper guird into,

fenfe had God for their civil governour, every wilful tranf-
greflion, (fuch as Achan’s was) muft have been deemed
not only a violation ‘of the divine command, but a crime

of lefe majefty likewife ; and.that in crimes of this kind,

the prattice of all * governments, ancient as well as mo-

dern, has been, to make children fuffer for the iniquity of

the parent, {as in cafes of attaint of blood, and confifca-
tion of eftate), and that with the reputation of the high-
eft equity. - “Upon the fuppofition then that Achan’s fami-
ly were not acceflory to their father’s crime, yet God, who.
gave them life, had undoubtedly a full power to take'it a-
way, avwhattime, or'in what manner he thought fit;

and if, in cafes of high-treafon among men, it is thought.
reafonable tor devolve: fome. of the parent’s penalty upon

the children; there-is this: farther argument why Achan’s
family thould be made to fuffer with him, becaufe God
could not exprefs his: feverity againft fin, nor take their
lives away, at a more convenient opportunity,than in the
beginning of 2 hew empire, 2nd when each man’s right and
property was going to be fettled ; that fuch a dreadful ex-
ample of his indignation againft {tealth might deter others,
if not for their own, at leaft for their dear childrens {ake,
to abftain from fuch dangerous and pernicious praétices,
{r) The Jews have a maxim, ¢ That he who is an accom-
¢¢ plice in any crime, is as culpable as the perfon who
“ commits it ;" and therefore if we fuppofe that Achan’s

(7) Deut. xxiv. 16. , ‘

* Thus Cicero, to excufe the confifcations decreed againft
Lepidus, which affected his children, the nephews of Brutus,
has thefe words: Neque vero me fugif, quam fit acerbums,
parentum [celera filicrum penis lzi: Sed hoc praclare legibus
comparatum eft, ut charitas libeForum amiciores parentes reipubli-
¢x redderet ; Ad Brutum, liber 1. epilt. 12. And again,—
In qua videtur effe crudele, quod zd liberos, qui nibil meruerunt,
pena pervenit; fed et id antiquum eft, et omnium civitatua ;
Ep. 15,5 Warburton’s Divine Legation, vol.iil. ljb 3.
+ (r) Saurin’s Diflert, fur le crime efc. de Achen.

fa}xxily
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A. M. family wds privy’ to what their father had done, and did
?lfgbgf& ‘conceal it, there could be no injuftice in including them in
1451, @ -the punithment, It may be pretended perhaps, that fome
ﬁ;"fﬁ]‘fﬂg Lof them were infants; imd'fo._ muft be deemed innocent;
% but the text fays'nothing of this: it only calls them (s) fons.

and daughters ; and confidering that Achan, in all proba-
bility, was an old man, (#) as being the fifth defcendent
_fram Judah, it feems moft likely, that his children («) were
‘grown up, and fo capable of knowing, and of cither con-i
dealing or difcovering the fadt. . o : '
«But, after all, there is no occafion for our running our-
{felvés into any difficulty. The text does not fay, neither is
it any way implied, that Achan’s fons and daughters were
éxecuted with him. In the fentence denounced againft
him, we find no mention made of them, and why then
thould we fuppofe, that they were partakers in his pu-
nifhment, any other ways than as they were.brought out
to be fpectators of it 2 And a piercing fight no doubt it
was, for perfons fo' nearly related to behold the fad fate
qf itheir chief. firft ftoned to death, and then, with all
his;goods and chauels, as well as thofe accurfed things
for which “he was condemned, committed to the flames.
His oxen, and afies. and fheep, are here taken notice of,
to let us {eethat Achan was a wealthy man, and therefore
imexcufable .in committing this fat.  And though they
were pot capable of fin, nor confequently of punifhment
properly {o called; yet as they were made for man’s ufe,
they,might fairly die for his infirudtion, viz. to convince
him of the fad and contagious nature of fin, which even
involves innocent creatures in its plagues ; and emblemati-
cally to fhew him, how much forer punithments are refer-
ved for man, who having a law given for the condu of
his life, and the gifts of reafon and will to refirain him*
from the wanfgreflion of ir, will adventure upon thingy
forbidden, 2nd thereby contra& greater guilt, and draw

upan himfelf feverer expreflions of the divine wrath.
The fimsta. Qod in.dc'f;d ftyles hi_mfelf The Lord of Hofts, and had
cem againt 10 immediate an hand in the condu& of Irael, that e-
Ai, Johua's very military achicvement of theirs might very properly be
onn. afcribed to him: But when he ordered Jofbua (x) 2o gs
vp againft A4i, and 1o lay an ambufcade behind it, he might

() Jolh, vii. 24. (£} Ibid. ver. 1. () Pool’s Anno-
tations, (») Jofh, viis, 2.
notwithftanding
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notwithftanding this, leave the whole glory of the inven- A.M.
tion and execution of it to him, as an able and expert gene- ’fﬂst'—"cgffr'if_
ral; forif he had always wrought miracles in favour of his 1451, &c.
people, and left nothing for Jofhua to perform, we can- from Joh.i,
not fee how he could have merited the charater of an ex- °h 2%,
traordinary man. : ,

In other events, where the whole may be faid to be un-
der the guidance of God, he takes care to direct every
particular of the tranfadtion. In pafling the river Jordan,
and furrounding the walls of Jericho, he prefcribes the
form and order of the people’s march, and how, upon e-
very occafion, they were to behave; but here, in the af-
fair of Ai, he contents himfelf with merely fuggefting the
means, as things that. Jofhua was no firanger to, and leaves
to him the contrivance and application of them. This
firatagem indeed is the firft that we find any mention of in
Scripture ; but we muft not from thence infer, that there
was never any before put in execution. The art of war
began very foon, and was carried on, no doubt, with great
application. The whole excellence of its management con-
{ifts in circumventing and doubling npon the enemy with
dexterity ; and therefore no queftion but that the wits of
mankind were always employed in taking the advantage of
each other, and in gaining a vi¢tory with the leaft expence
of blood on their own fide. (y) The Romans fell fre-
quently into the fnares which were laid for them, becaunfe
their generals were men of no military fkill; and therefore
to excufe their ignorance, they alledged that they made
war like honeft men, without deceit or artifice : And if
Alexander difclaimed the ufe of firatagems, it was becaufe
he knew the cowardice of his enemies, and how eafy a
matter it was to gain a conqueft in a fair and open’ field.
For it is not to be doubted, but that had he been to at-
tack ‘any other nation, except the effeminate Perfians, he
would have taken his friend Parmenio’s advice, and {with-
out blufhing at a vitory obtained by good management)
fallen upon his enemy under the cover of the night.

However this be, thar ftratagems are lawful in war
we have good prefumption to think from God’s direéting
Jofhua to make ufe of one; and though he does not (as
other wariors do) employ any of thefe at a pinch, or becaufe
he cannot accomplifh his defigns without them; thoughhe

) /}) Calmét"s Di&ionary, under the word 47,
Vor. III. S could,
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A.M. could, with one fingle aét of his will, have deftroyed the
Z‘i:’xf}’cerffff city of Ai, and all the inhabitants thereof, and without fuf-
sast, &c. fering his people to firike one blow, have put them in pof-
fromJoth.i. {eflion of the promifed land ; yet chufing to aét by fecon-
t théend. Jary means, he proceeded in the ordinary way, and leaving

a good deal to Jothya’s tkill and management, affifted him
only at fome critical conjunétures, that by a prolongation
of the war, the reputation of his people mighe be raifed,
and more frequent opportuniti¢s eccur for the difplay of
his miraculous works. .
Whe Goa  (2) Jolephus indeed feems not te have confulted the ho-
gaveynonhe nour of Jofbua much, when he afcribes the delay of the
Ifizelites  eonqueft of Camaan to the weaknels of his army, and the
Lﬁeof*’:lffeg: impregnable firength of the places he was to attack : But
paan, (a) fomne other Jews make the matter much worfe, when
they tell us, that he defired to prolong the war, not only
to retain the office and dignity of being captain-general,
but becaufe he was informed by the oracle, that as foon as
- the conqueft was finifhed, he himfelf was to die. God
however feems to have given us much better reafons for this
retardation, whem he acquaints Mofes with his intention ;
(&) Fwill not drive the Canaanites out from before thee .in
one year, left the land become defolate, and the beafts of the
freld multiply againft thee ; and when he complains of their
fad defettion after the death of Jothua, (c) 7 will not
benceforth drive out any from before them, of the nations
which Foflua left when he died, that through them I may
prove Ifrael, whether they will keep the way of the Lord to
walk therein, as their fathers did keep it,. or no: Where.
upon the hiftorian tells us, thar God accordingly did leave
thefe nations without driving them out; and adds another
reafon for their continuance in the country, viz, that the
Ifraelites by having an enemy to contend with, might be
trained up in the art and myftery of war: For (d) thefe
are the nations, {ays he, which the Lord left to prove Ifrael,
that by them they might teach thofe war, who' before knew
nothing of it.
" Bo that here are three reafons given us, why God delay-
ed the entire fubje@tion of Canaan, wiz. becauf: the chil.
dren of Ifrael were as yet too few in number to reple-
nifh the whole® country ; becaufe God, by keeping the

(z) Antiq. lib, v, ¢, 1, (@) Vid. Schotan Biblioth, Vet.
et Nov. Teft, vol.ii, p. 402. (8) Exod, xxiii. 29, 30.
(¢) ]uc!ig. i, 21, 22, (4) Judg. iii. 1, 2.

Canaanicec
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Canaanites in being, was w1llmb both to make trial of his

137
A. AL
, etc,

people’s obedxencc, and to train them and their potcerity, 22 Svir.

tor fome ages, up in military difcipline and exercile.

But there is another reafon which Jofhua, in his dying
ipeech, affigns for their not enlarging their conquefts to
the utmoft bounds which God had given them : (¢) Take
good heed therefore, f{ays he, unto yourfelves, that ye love
the Lord your Ged y elfe if you doin any wife go back, and
aleave unto the remnants of thefe nations, even thefe that
remain among you, and fhall make marriages with them, and
£0 in unte them, and they to you ; know for a certainty, that
the Lord your God will no more drive out any of thefe nations
Jrom before you.

So that the promife which God made to the Ifraclites was
‘eonditional 5 aud as thby manife(tly falfified their part of
the obligation, by engaging firft in aflinity, and then in 1-
dolatry with the nauons, which they were bound to de-
ftroy ; fo God might very well think himfelf releafed trom
his, and under no farther concern for their fuccefs, or the
enlargement of their conquell ; () but as they had been
the minifters of his vengeance, in punifhing the ditorders
of the Canaaaites, they, in their turn, were now made the
inftruments of his chaﬁxﬁng the difobedience of his own
people : (g) They fball be fnares and traps to you, and frour-
ges in your ﬁa’e;, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perifl
Jrom the good land which the Lord your God hath given
you.

And indeed, if we confider how vxolcntly, in after ages,
the Ifraclites were opprcﬁ'ed by their enemies, and by ma-
ny battles and captivites, harrafled and diminifhed in their
numbers, we fhall find no neceflity of enlarging their pot-
feflions ; becaufe the country which they conquered in the
firft fix yeals was {pacious enough to contain them (5) The
promife” however, which God made, was fuﬂicwnt ly ac-
-complithed in the reigns of David and Solomon, when
" the kindom of lirael was in its zenith ;3 and though its ter-
ritories did not extend to the Euphrates, yet its dominion
did, fince all that waét of land between Jerufalem and
that great river was cicher f{ubdued, or made tributary to
them.

(e} Jolh. xxiii. 11. etc. (/) Saurin’s Differt. vol. iii. dif-
fert, 1o, (&) Jofh, xxiii. 12. (5) Pool’s Annotations.

H o2 Upon

1451, elc-
trom Jofh, i.
to the end,

M !
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A. M. Ubpon the whole therefore it is evident, that the author *
ZASn5t3’C§§§£ of the book of Jothua, (be he who he will), in the three
3451, erc.  inftances which we have been confidering, has left noim-
from Joth. i. putation upon God ; forafmuch-as though he commanded
totheend. A chan to be put to death, yet it does not appear that his

children fuffered with him ; or if they did, there is prefump-
tion to believe that they were accomplices in his crime :
Though he ordered the taking of Ai by a ‘ftratagem, yet
the whole form and contrivance of it he left to the general ;
and though the Ifraelites did not adtvally poffefs all that
he had promifed them, yet this was occafioned by their own
difobedience and ¢owardice, and the falfification of thofe
conditions, upon which the full conqueft of the land of
Canaan was fufpended. o '
‘There is but one - objetion more, in the courfe of this
How the period, which is ufually alledged againft the facred hifto-
:;‘:ﬁ ?fiagi ry, and that is, the feeming contradiction of the ark’s be+
been at this ing {2id"to be at Shechem, when it was, in reality, at Shi-
dme at  loh: But in anfwer to this, fome have imagined, that as .
Shechem. Jothua was now grown old and infirm, the ark (i) upon
this occafion, was removed from Shiloh, the fettled place
of the divine refidence, to Shechem, the place of Jofthua’s
habitation, that he might with greater folemnity, and in the
prefence of God, (whereof the ark was the proper em-
blem), deliver his charge to the people. But other learned
men have obferved, that (k) by zhe fanfluary of the Lord,
we are to underftand, not the ark of the covenant, but only
fome cerfain place of religious worthip, fuch, very pro-
bably, as the Jewith oratories were. Thar the holy ark
was nqt, on this occafion, fet up here at Shechem, is evi-
‘dent, they fay, from that prohibition given by God, (/)
Thou fbalt rot plant a grove of any trees near unto the
altar of the Lord thy God, wkich thon foalt make thee, -
neither fbalt thou fet up a pilar, which the Lord thy God, .
bateth: Whereas in this {antuary, we read both of an
oak planted, and a pillar er ftatue ereed under i H
which is certainly fuch a violation of the divine command
as Jolhua, upon no occafion, can be fuppofed. capable of
incurring. (m) It is a very probable opinion therefore,
that the place wiere Jothua fet up his monumental pillar,
was one of thofe which the tribe of Ephraim (to whom
Shechem belonged) had confecrated, and fet apart for a pro-

(7) Pool’s Annot. and Patrick’s Com. #) Joth, xsxiv. 26
(/) Deut. xvi. 21, 22.  (m) Mede’s Dgf.) g A

Seuckz
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Jeucha, or a place to affemble in for public . prayer; andzs*;-’ ng;:.;

that they made choice of this rather than any other, t0 PEr- AL Chrift.

form, their devotions in, becaufe it was thatp.a‘_rtlcu_lar {pot 1451, 8;}:

where God appeared to Abraham, and promifed his pofte- i;“tfgg"endl

ity the pofleffion of the land of Canaan. . - e—
* That there were fuch oratories, or places of public
prayer among the Jews, and that they were gen;:}};ty
’ ' >

* Epiphanius, who was a Jew bred, and born in Paleftine,
{peaking of fome heretics, (lib. 1. haref, 61.), whom he calls
Maffalians ; and who, according to. his account, were neither
Jews, Chriftians, nor Samaritans, but Pagans, tells us, that
they neverthelefs pretended to worthip the one true God, and
for that purpofe had certain open places, which they called
profeuche. And that the Jews (as alfo the Samaritans) had places
for religious worfhip of the fame denomination, he proves fromthe
A&s of the apoftles, (chap. xvi. 12.) where Lydia is faid to
have met St. Paul, and to have heard him preach in that place,
which Bxe vémog ﬁgoﬁx)x?f givau, feemed to be a place of prayer
There is alfo at Shechem, (which is now called Neapolis);
contiriues he, about a mile without the city, a profeucha, a place
of prayer, like a theatre, which was built in the open air, and
without a roof, by the Samaritans, who affeéted to imitate the
Jewsin all things. Juvenal, iii his third fatire, defcribing the -
manner in which fome wild young fellows were wont, in thew
drunken frolics, to affront and abufe every poor man they
met in the ftreetsin the night-time, bringsthem infpeaking thus :

Ede, ubi confiftas, in qua te quzro profeucha ? Sat. 3. -

Whereby.he either intimates, that he was fome poor wretcls
who dwelt in an houfe that could not keep out wind and we?~
ther, but, like the Jewifh profeuche, was all open above; or h®
alludes to the ftate of the Jews at that time, who were banifh-
ed out of Rome.by Domitian, and had no place of fhelter, but
their oratories, which were without the walls of the city. For,
‘that the Jews had their profeuche about the city of Rome, is
evident from that paffage in Philo, '(De legatione ad Caium),
- wherein he commends the clemency and moderation of Julius
Cefar, who knew that the Jews had fuch placesof public wor-
fhip, where they always aflembled on the Sabbath-day, and
yet gave them no moleflation, as Caias had done. Jofephus
(in his life, fe&t. 54.) makes mention of a profeucha at Tiberias
in Gallilee, and, in feveral places in the New Teftament, the
fame term is made ufe of in the fame fignification ; Vid, Mede's
Difcourfe 18. But then the queftion is, whether it be not
-a miftake in fome learned men, to apply an ufage, that is

mentioned at fuch and fuch 2 time, to a people who lived
many ages before, '

Phile
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A I:g, befct, or fhaded with trees, is evident from fuch a variety:
iﬁ}’ch;& of teftimonies, that it can hardly be contefted; but whe-
2451, e, ther they were of fo carly a dare as Jofhua’s time, or not
fromJofh- . rgrher introduced after the captivity of Babylon, is a que-
to the end. . < . .

‘—— ftion not eafy to determine. In the main, however, we
may conclude, that whether the ark of the covenant was
occafionally brought to Shechem, or at Shechem there hap-
pened to be fuch an oratory, as in after-agcs became fre-
quent in Judea, there can be no incongruity in the facred
penman’s faying, that the fanctuary of the Lord (fince ei-
ther the ark, or the oratory, might merit that name) was
at Shechem. There is another {olution, however, of this
difficulty, which ought not to be difregarded +. Shechem
and Shiloh were about twelves miles diftant from each o-
ther, and in the mid-way between them, was Tinnah-Serah,
the place where Jothua lived. Since therefore the text in-
forms us, that (n) he gathered all the tribes of Ifrael to She-
chem, and called for their Elders, for their heads, for their
Judges, and for their cfficers, and they prefented themfelves
before God; we may reafonably fuppole, that though all the
people met at Shechem, yet their elders and chicf officers

Philo Jud=us, (De legat. ad Caium,) f{peaking of the bar-
barous outrage of fome Gentiles, againftthe Jews dwelling then
at Alexandria, acquaints us, ¢ That of fome of their profeuche
¢ they cut down r.he trees, and others they demolifhed to the
“¢ yery foundations.”” The poet Juvenal alludes to the very
fame cuftom of having trees planted where the Jewith oratories
were, when, fpeaking of afortune-teller of that n:mon, he l’.hlIh
defcribes her :

Arcanum Judea tremens mendicat in aurem,

Inzerpres legum Solymarum, magna facerdos

Arboris, et {ummi fida internuncia coeli. Sat. 6.
And, in another place, complaining, that through the corrup-
tion of the times, the once facred grove of Capena, which had
formerly been the habitation of the mufes, and the place
where Numa was wont to meet the goddefs KEgeria, was now
let out to the beggarly Jews for a profeucha, his expreflions are
thefe : I )

Hic, ubi nofturne Numa conllitnebat amice,

Nune, facri fontis nemus, et delubra locantur

Judzis 5 quorum Cophinus, fenumque fupeliex,

Omnis enim populo msrcedem pendere jufla eft

Arbor, et ejedtis mendicat {ylva Camenis. Sat. 3.
For 11> hard to conceive, what affinity there fhould be be-
tween Jews and trees, unlefs it be from the cuftom, that their
own oratories were uftally thaded with them.

1 Shuckford’s Conucction, vol. 3. Lib, 12. (#) Joth. xxiv. 1.

oaly
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only prefented themfelves before God. That fo great 2. A M,
multitude could not meet together, and incamp in any’F33 Cgfﬂ
place but where there is a proportionable compafs of ryg1, @e.
ground, is a matter {elf-evident ; and that, in the con- fromJoh.k
fines of Shechem, there was a large and open country,m
extending perhaps as far as Shiloh, and very commodious
for their reception, we have the atteftation of holy writ.
But then, fince it is impoflible for one man to {peak to
fuch a number of people and be heard, Jothua very pro-
bably fingled out the chief and principal of them, fuch as
he torefaw would fucceed him in the government after his
demife, and thefe he took with him to Shiloh; a place in
the neighbourhood, where was the ark, or fané‘tuary of
the Lord, that he might there, with the greater folemnity,
give them his final charge, which they, in their turns,
might deliver to their refpective tribes. '
Thus we have endeavoured to fatisfy the feveral ob- “}’f""‘ f .
je€tions, which are ufually made againft fome paflages inﬁoi,ﬁ,;éﬁ‘g
_the facred hiftory, during the government of Jofhua : by Heathen
*and if profane teftimonies would be of any force; we teftmony.
might produce the accounts which their hiftorians give
us of Neptune’s drying up the river Inachus, and of Aga-
memnon’s denouncing a curfe againft any one that thould
repair Troy, to juftify the narrative we have in Scripture
» of the miraculous paflage of Jordan, and the refentment
‘and indignation which Jofhua conceived againft Jericho.
The-ancient Hercules was certainly the fame with Jofhua.
He is faid to have waged war in behalf of the gods, againft
Typheeus, and the reft of the giants of old, even as Jothua
fought the battle of the Lord againft the inhabitants of Ca-
naan, men of a vaft ftature, and at that time under the
difpleafure of Heaven. In conformity to the facred record
of God’s deftroying the confederate army of the Amo-
rites with hail-ftones, the ancient Heathens fay, that Her-
. cules was thus affifted in his war againft the fons of Nep-
tune ; and Plutarch, in his life of Timolecn, tells us, that
a terrible ftorm ot hail, in the face of the Carthaginian ar-
my, gave him (though he had but very few forces to en-
counter them) a complete victory over them. The fun
ftanding ftill is no new ftory : Callimachus (o) reprefents

(o) His wordsare thefe
@sic kel ixsivoy
TH Ade 7r.~g HiAm; xxAOV' @Are OehTas
AiPeoy tmibeas To 3 Qe Anxdvesles.
Callimachus in Dianam,

him
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him, as fropping the wheels of his chariot to hear the me-
lody of a chorus of nymphs, wherewith he was {o delight-
ed, that it made him prolong the day : and though they
are miftaken in the caufe, yet the ancient poets.difcover a
tradition of this miraculous event, * when they defcribe
the heavens bluthing, and the fun’s ftanding ftill at the’
ﬁght of the unnatural murther which Atreus committed.

TFor if Statius miftake not, this bloody fa& happened in the-

- time of the Theban war, which, according to theé beft chro-
' nologifts, was much about the time of Jothua's conqueft of

Canaan. But even fuppoﬁng Statjus, or any other author
from whom he took the hint, are mlﬂakcn in their chro-

" nology ¥, the time of Phaeron’s life {(whofe ftory of ‘mif-

The form-

er of thefe

miracles,

guiding the chariot of the fun is fuppofed to rake its rife
from hence) will fynchronize with the year of the fun’s
ftanding fiill in the days of Jofhua. So that, as to the
moft wonderful tranfations, which in this fpace of time
we meet with in holy writ, God has not Ieft himfelf with-
out a witnefs ; foralmuch as the Heathen writers (though
with fome variation or difguife, accordmg to the humour
of their mythologifts) are known to 1clate the fame thgs

bIS.SERT'ATION L
of t/ac]bawer of Stones, .and the fun's fianding fHill.

OF all the miraculous things that happeneci in Jofhua’s

wars with the people of Canaan, the fhower of
ftones which God {feot upon his enemies, while thcy
fled, and the ftop wltich he put to the courfe of the fun,
that he might have a longer fpace to deftroy them in their
flight, are the moft remarkable, and do therefore deferve
a more particular confideration.

* Tardius humenti no&em dejecit Olympo
Jupiter, etverfum miti, reor, «thera cura
Suftinuit, dum fara vetant ; nec longinus unquam.
Ceflavere nove, perfetto fole, tenebrz.
Statius Theb. lib. 1. etc, 5.

* The fun ftood ftillinthe days of Jofhua, A. M. 1554, when
Phacton was about twenty-four years old, an age of ambition e-
nough t6 defire, tho’not of ability to execute, the dx&icult pro-
vince which he undertook; S/vuckford s Connstion,vol. 3. Iib. 12.

"The
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The former of thefe events the fucred hiftory reprefents A. M.
in this manner (p) And it came to pafs, that as they 53530

(viz. the army of the Amorites) fled from before Ifrael, andi4qr, etc.

were in the going down to Bethhoron, the Lord caft dewnfrom Jom.i.

great flones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they'° the nd.

died. They were'more which died of the hail-flones, than they

which the chitdren of Ifrael flew with the fword. But the

diffcrence among commentators is, whether we are to un-

derftand this miracle of a thower of ftones, properly fo

called, or of a fhower of hail. )

‘The learned Calmet, in a differtation prefixed to his Not effedted
commentary upow Jothua, has taken 2 great deal of pains ¥ith foiia
to fhiew, that the ftones, which the Lord is faid to have °*}
caft upon the Amorites, were not ordinary hail-ftones,

{fince it would be intongruous, as he thinks, to intereft
God in fo common an occurence), but real folid ftones,
which he fuppofes might have been engendered in the air
by a whirlwind carrying up fand of gravelinto a cloud, and
there mixing it with fome fuch oily or nitro-fulphurcous
matter, a3 might confolidate, and form it into a combu-
ftible body ; that {o, when, by frequent agitation, it came

. to be fired, it might burft through the cloud, and, fcatter-

"ing itfelf upon the explofion, might fall down upon the
earth in the nature of a perfect fhower of ftones.

That gréat quantities of ftones have in this manner been
difcharged. from the clouds, is evident from feveral hifto-
rians, Diodorus Siculus (¢) informs us, that as the Per-
fian army was on their march to plunder the temple at
Delphos, thunder and lightning, and a violent ftorm of
ftones fell in their camp, and deftroyed a gréat number of
men. (r) In the reign of Tullus Hoftilius, when news was
brought to the government, thatit had rained ftones upon
mount Alba, thofe who were fent to inquire into the mat-
ter, brought word, not only that the fat was true, but
that thiefé ftones had fallen from the fkies with an impetu-
ofity equal to the moft violent ftorm of hail. (s) Not long
after the battle at Can=, the fame author affures us, that
a {torm of the fame kind fell on the fame mountain, which
lafted for two whole days ; and events of this nature, at-
tefled by the beft authors, have been fo frequent at Rome,
at Cdpua, at Lavinium, and {everal other places in Iraly,

(p) Jolh, x. 11 (¢) Vol.ii.lib. 11, (r) Liv. lib, 1.
dec. 1. («) Ibid, lib, 25, 30, 34. :

VoL, Iﬁ. T T
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that a man muft be deftitute of all modefty, who pretends
to deny them abfolurely.

Nay, not only great quantities of {maller ftones, but
fometimes ftones of a prodigious fize, have been known to
fall from the clouds, whereof this learned author, (#) a-
mong many others, gives us feveral inftances, both of an-
cient and modern date. But then it is juftly to be queftio-
ned, whether thefe authors have not futfered themfelves to
be impofed on by the too-confident narrations of others.
We may fuppofe indeed, that whirlwinds, or hurricanes,
may raife the fand or gravel, and carry it on high, or fome
fudden irruptions of fubterrancous fire may difcharge great
quantities of cinders, or afhes, into the air, where, meet-
ing with fome exhalations of a fulphureous, oily, ornitro-
line quality, they may, by the preflure of the clouds, be
condenfed, and hardened into a ftony fubftance ; yet, how
any cloud fhall be able to fupport fuch a quantity of . {fmal-
Ier ftones, much more of vaft mafly ones, as would be ne-
ceflary to deftroy the army of the five confederate kings,
and to continue falling down upon them from Bethhoron
to Azekah, places which lay in different tribes, and can
hardly be fuppofed lefs thanftwelve or fourteen miles di-
ftant, (to fay nothing of the many apertures in the earth,
which muft have been {een afterwards in thefe parts, upon
fuppofition that the thing was effected by vulcanos), is a
mattter not altogether fo credible,

The truth is, there is no reafon for carrying this miracle
fo high ; fince a fhower of hail-ftones will not only do the
work every whit as well, but feems o be the genuine im-
port of Jofhua’s words ; who having acquainted us, that
the Lord caft down great ftones upon the Amorites, adds,
by way of explication, 2hat they were more that died by the
hail-flones than by the fword ; where it is reafonable to fup-
pole, that had there been great ftones, as well as hail, the
death of the great numbers of thofe that perithed would not
have been attributed to the hail only.

It is fome confirmation of this expofition, that we find
the Septuagint, in both places of the text, tranflating it
Addys Xanadns, which Jofephus (u) calls a violent tempeft of
hail-flones of @ prodigious fize : and the author of (x) Eccle-
fiafticus thus recounts the whole matter : With hail-flones of

(#) See Saurin’s Differt, likewife, who was given as a large
account hereof, (u) Antiq. lib., v. c. 1. (x) Chap. xlvi.6.

a mighty
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amighty power, be made the battle to fall viclently upon the Al

(544

nations, and in the defcent of Bethhoron, he defiroyed  them Am”‘(’h, it

that refifted. 1557, &¢ .
The prophet Ezekiel, in his predi¢tions againft Gog, {*O?IL'”A
(V) 1€ Ch

introduces God as threatening, that (y) he would plead a- "2
gainft him with pefltilence, and with blocd, with an overflow-
ing rain, and great bazl_/ioﬂc;,ﬁre, and brimflone. And in.
another place, {peaking of falfe prophets, who feduced his
people into an opinion of their fecurity, as if they had been
fortified within a wall, he purfues the metaphor, and tells
thofe who daubed it with intempered mortar, (z) that it
Should fall 5 for there fball be an overflowing JShower, fays he,
and ye, O great hail-flones, [ball fall, and a flormy wind fbajl
rent it.  So that from thefe, and feveral other paflages of
the like nature, we may learn, that in executing his judge-
ments upon the face of the earth, hail-frones are very fre-
quently arrows in the hands of the Almighty: and of what
force they are to do execution, we are advertifed in what
befel the Egyptians, when (as the facred hiftory has related
it) (@) The Lord fent thunder and hail, and the fire ran upon
the ground : and the Lord rained hail upen the land of Egypt ;
Jfo there was hail, and fire mingled with hail, very grievous,
Juck as there were none like it in all the land of Egypt, fince
it became a nation.  And the hail fmate throughout all the land
of Egypt, all that was in the field, both man and beaft : It
Jmate every herb of ihe field, and brake every tree of the field.
Nor are there examples of a later date wanting (efpecially
in our philofophical wranfadtions) of the vaft haveck and
deftruétion that hail-ftones (from (4} one to five pounds
weight) have done in feveral places ; killing both man and
beaft, and laying the whole country wafte, for fome f{ixty
or fevcmy miles round. And therefore, fince it is agrecd
on all hands, that hail-ftones have frequently fallen, large
enough to defiroy never fo great a number of peoplc
when naked and defencelefs againﬂt their blows, what need
is there for our having recourfe to any other foluiion 2

(;) Chap. xxxviili, 22. () Tzek, xiii, 11, (2) Exod,
ix. 23. etc, (») Saurin’s Diflert, fur la defaite des
¢ing Rois,

T 2 A fhowey
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A fhower of hail