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A 

L·ETTER 
TO 

Sir William Windham. 

I WAs well enough acquaint­
ed with the generaf charaCl:er 
of mankind, and in particu­

lar with that of my own coun­
trymen, to expeCl: to be as much 
out of the minds of the tories 
during my exile, as if we had 
never 'lived and aCl:ed together. 
I depended on being forgot by 
them; and was far fr?m imagin­
ing it poffible that I fhould be 
reme1nhered, only to be con­
demned loudly by one half of 
them, and to be tacitly cenfured 
by the greateR: part of the other 

A 2 half. 
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half. As 'foc;>n as I was f~parat­
ed from the pretender and his 

. interefl:, I deciC).red myfelf to be 
fo ; and I gave diretl:ions for 
writing into England what I 
judged fufficient , to put my 
friends on their guard againft 
any furprife concerning an event, 
which it was their interefi, as 
well as mine, that they fhould 
pe ve~y rightly inforq1~d aqout. 

As foon as the pretender's ad_, 
~erent& began to clamor againfl:. 
me in this country, and to dif-: 
perfe their fcandal by circular let-: 
ters every where. elfe, I gav~ di­
re~ions for writiQg into Englancl 
again. Their groundlefs qrticle~ 

1 

p[ accufation were :refut~d, anQ. 
r:nough \Vas faid to giv~ my 

friends 
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friends a general idea of what 
had happened to me, and at leafr 
to make them (ufpend the fixing 
any opinion till fuch time as I 
fhould be able to write more ful­
ly and plainly to the1n myfelf. 
To condemn no perfon unheard 
is a rule of natural equity, which 
we fee rarely violated in Turky, 
or in the country where I am 
writing: that it would not be fo 
with me in Great Britain, I con­
fefs thel:t I fl~ttered myfelf. I 
dwelt fecurely in this confidence, 
and gave very little attention to any 
of thofe fcurrilous methods, which 
were taken about this time to blaft 
my reputation. The event of things 
has fhewn, that I trufied too much 
to my own innocence, and to the 
juftice of my old friends. 

A 3 IT 
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IT was obvious, that the che­
valier and the earl of MAR hop­
ed to load me with the imputa .. 
tion of treachery, incapacity, or 
negleCl:: it was indifferent to 
them of which. If they could 
afcribe to one of thofe their not 
being fupported from France, 
they imagined that they fhould 
jufl:ify their precipitate flight from 
Scotland, which 1nany of their 
fafl:efl: friends exclaimed againfl: ; 
and that they iliould varn~ili over 
that original capital fault, the 
drawing the Highlanders toge­
ther in arms at the time and in 
the manner in which it was 
clone. 

THE Scotch, who fell at once 
from all the fanguine expeCtations 

with 
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with which they had been foothed, 
and who found themfelves re­
duced to defpair, were eafy to be 
incenfed: . they had received no 
fupport whatever, and it was na­
tural for them rather to believ~ 
that they failed of this fupport 
by my. fault, than to imagine 
their general had prevailed on 
them to rife in the very. point of 
time when it was impoffible that 
they iliould be fupported from 
France, or from any other part 
of the world. The duke of OR­
MOND, who had been the bubble 
,ofhisown popularity, was enough 
out of humor with the general 
turn of affairs to be eafily fet 
againfi any particular man. The 
emiffaries of this court, whofe 
commiffion was to amufe, had 

A 4 impofed 
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impofed upon him all along ; and. 
there were other bufy people 
who thought to find their account 
in. having him to themfelves. I 
had never been in his fecret whil:ll: 

' we were in England together : 
and fr01n his firft coming into 
France he was either prevailed 
upon by others, or, which I ra­
ther believe, he concurred with 
others to keep me out of it. 
The perfect indifference I iliew-

j ed whether I was in it or no, 
tnight carry him from acting fe­
parately, to act againfl: me. 

THE whole tribe of irilh and 
j 

other papifl:s were ready to feize 
tl}e firfl: opportunity of venting 
.their fpleen againft a man, who 
had confiantly avoided all inti-

2 macy 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 9 

macy with them; who acted in 
the fame caufe, but on a differ­
ent principle, . and who meant 
no one· thjng in th~ world, lefs, 
than rai:G.ng them to the advan-: 
tages which they expected. 

THAT thefe feveral perfons,' 
for the rea(ons I have mentioned, 
ihould join in ·a cry againft me, 
i~ not very marvellous : the con­
trary would be fo to a man who 
knows them as well as I do. 
But that the englifh tories iliould 
ferve as echos to them, nay 
more, that my character fhould 
continue doubtful at heft amongfl: 
you, when thofe who firfi pro­
pagated the flander are become 
aihamed of railing without proof, 
~nd have dropped the clamor, 

this 
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this I own that I rtever expe8:­
ed : and I rna y be allowed to 
fay, that as it is an extreme fur­
prife, fo it fhall be a leifon to 
me. 

THE whigs impeached and at­
tainted me. They went farther 
~at leafl:, in my way of think­
ing, that fl:ep was more cruel 
than all the others-by a partial 
reprefentation of faa:s, and pieces 
of facts, put together as it befl: 
fuited their purpofe, and pub­
liilied to the whole world, they 
did all that in them lay to ex­
pofe me for a fool, and to brand 
me for a knave. But then I 

. had deferved this abundantly ·at 
their hands, according to the 
notions of party-juftice, The 

tories 
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tories have not indeed impeach­
ed nor attainted me; but th@Y .. 
have done, and are ftill doing 
fomething very like to that . 
which I took worfe of the whigs, 
than the impeachment and at­
tainder : and this, after I he. ve 
fhewn an inviolable attachment 
to the fervice, and almofl: an 
implicit obedience to the will 
of the party ; when I am aCtu­
ally an out-law, deprived of 
my honors, fl:ripped of my for­
tune, and cut off from my fa­
mily and my country, for their 
fakes. 

SoME of the peirfons who have 
feen me here, and with \vhom 
I have had the pleafure to talk 
of you, may, perhaps, have 

told 



u A LETTER to 
told you, that, far from being 

. oppreffed" by that ftorm of mif~ 
fortunes in which I have been toff .... 

. ed of late, I bear up againfl: it with 
firm.nefs enough, and even with 
alacrity. It is true, I do fo: ~ut 

it is true likewife, that the laft 
burfl: of the cloud has gone near 
to overwhelm me. From our 
enemies we expeCt evil treatment 
of every fort, we are prepared 
for it, we are animated by it, 
and we fometimes triumph in it : 
but when our fi·iends abandon 
us, when they wound us, and 
when they take, to do thi~, an 
occafion where we ftand the 
mofl: in need of their fupport, 
and have the heft title to it, the 
firmeft mind finds it hard to 
refift. 

NoTHING 
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NoTHING kept up my fpirits 
when I was firfl: reduced to the 
very circumfta~ces I now de­
f<:ribe, fo much as the confidera­
tion of the delufions under which 
l knew that the tories lay, and 
the hopes I entertained of being 
able foon to open their eyes, and 
to jufl:ify my condufr. I expect­
ed that friendiliip, or, if that 
principle failed, curiofity at leaft, 
would move the party to fend 
over fome perfon, from whofe 
report they n1ight have both 
fides of the quefl:ion laid before 
them. Tho this expetl:ation be 
founded in reafon, and you want 
to be informed at leaft as much 
~s I do to be jufl:ified, yet I have 
hitherto flattered my felf with 
it il} v~in. To repair this mis--

fortune, 
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· fortune, therefore, as far as lies 
in my power, I refolve to put 
into writing the fum of what I 
:lhould have faid in that cafe. 
Thefe papers ihall lie by me till 
time arid accidents produce fome 
()ccafion of communicating them 
to you. T4e true occafion of 
doing it, with advantage to the 
party, will probably be loft: 
but they will remain a Inonu­
ment of n1y jufti:fication to po­
fterity. At worft, if even this 
fails me, I am fure of one fa­
tisfaCl:ion in writing them;- the 
fatisfaB:ion of unburdening my 
mind to a friend, and of fl:ating 
before an equitable judge the 
account, as I apprehend it to 
fl:and, between the tories and n1y-. 
felf. '' 0Eantum hun1.ano con-

2 " filio 
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'' iilio e.fficere potui, circum­
" fpeB:is rebus meis omnibus, 
" rationibufque fubduB:is, fum­
'" man1 feci cogitationum mea­
" rum omnium, quam tibi, fi. 
" potero, breviter exponam." 

IT is neceffary to my defign • 
that I ·call to your mind the 
fl:ate of affairs in Britain, from 
the latter part of the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and ten, 

I 

to the beginning of the year o~ 
thoufand feven hundred and 
fifteen, about which time we 
parted. I go no farther back, 
becaufe the part which I aCted 
before that time, in: the firft 
effays I made in public affairs, 
was the part of a tory, and fo 
far of a piece with that which 

, I acted 
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I aB:ed afterwards. Befides, the 
things which preceded this fpace 
of time had no immediate in­
fluence on thofe which happen­
ed fi.nce that time ; whereas the 
ftrange events, which we have 
feen fall out in the king' s reign, 
were owing in a great meafure 
to what was done, or negled:­
ed to be done, in the lafl: four 
years of the queen' s. The me­
mory of thefe events being frefh, 
I fhall dwell as little as poffible 
upon them. It will be fuffi­
cient that I make a rough :lketch 
of the face of the court, and 
of the conduCt: of the feveral 
parties during that time. Your 
memory will foon furnifh the 
colors which I fhall omit to lay, 
and finiili up the pitture. 

FROM 
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FRoM the time at which I 
left Britain I had not the advan­
tage of acting under the eyes 
of the party which I ferved; nor 
of being able, . from time . tp 
time, to appeal to their judg­
nle,nt. The grofs of what hap­
pen~d. has ~appeared; ·but the 
particular fieps, which led' to 
thofe events, have been either con­
cealed or mifrep.refented: con­
cealed from the .nature of them, 
or 1nifreprefented by thofe with 
whom· I never agreed perfeetly, 
except in thinking, that they 
an;d I were extremely unfit to 
continue embarked in the [arne 
bottom together. It will, there­
fore, be proper . to .defcend, _ un­
der this head, to a 1nore particu­
lar relation. 

B 
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IN the fummer of the year 
one thoufand- feven hundred and 
ten the queen was prevailed up­
on to change her parliament 
and her miniftry. The intrigue 
of the earl of OxFORD might 
facilitate the means, the vio­
lent profecution of SACHEVEREL, 

- ... 

and other unpopular meafures, 
might create the occafion, and 
encourage her in the refolution : 
but the true original caufe was 
the perfonal ill ufage which :lhe 
received in her private life, and 
in fome trifling infiances of the 
exercife of her power ; for in­
dulgence in which ihe would 
certainly have left the reins of 
government in thofe hands, which 
had held them ever fince her ac­
ceffion to the throne. 

I AM 
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I AM afraid that we came to 
court in the fame difpo:G.tions a~ 
all parties have done; that the 
principal fpring of our aB:ions 
was to have the government 
of the ftate in our hands; that 
our principal views were the con­
fervation of this power; great 
employments to ourfelves, and 
great opportunities of reward­
ing thofe who had helped to 

raife us, and of hurting thofe 
who flood in oppofi.tion to us. 
It is however true, that with 
thefe confi.derations of private 
and party intereft there were 
others intern1ingled, which had 
for their objeCt the public good 
of the nation, at leafi what we 
took to be fuch. 

B 2 We 
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. WE looked on · the political 
principles, which had general­
! y prevailed r in ou~ government 
from the revolution in one thou-

. I 

fand :G.x hundred and eighty 
eight, to be defiruetive of our 
true intere!l:, to have ··.mingled 
us too -lnuch in the affairs of 
~he. continent, to tend to ·the 
in1poverifhing our people, and 
to the loofening the bands of 
our confiitution in church and 
fiate. We fuppofed the tory 
party to be the bulk of the 
landed intetefl, and to have no 
:co_ntra~y influence _blended into 
it's co~npofition. we fuppofed 
J~e whig~ tq be the re1nains of 
.. a · party, forrped againft the ill 
defigns of the ~ourt under king 
CH \RLES the fecond, nurfed up 

into 
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into fl:rength and· a11plied to 
contrary ufes by king WILLIAM. 

the third, and , yet ll:ill fo weak 
as to lean for fu pport on the 
preibyterians and the other fec­
taries, on the bank and the other 
torporatio11$, on the. Dutch and 
the. other allies ... · .. ·Frotn. hence - ·-
we judged 'it to~ follow, that 

they had been forced, and mufl: 
continue fo, to. retider the na­
tional intereft fubfervient to the 
interefl: of thofe who lent them 
an additional fl:rength, without 
which they could never be the 
prevalent party. The view, there-· 
fore, of thofe amongft us, who 
thought in this manner, \vas 
to improve the queen's favor 
to break the body of the w higs, 
to render their fupports ufe-

B 3 lefs 
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lefs to then1, and to fill the 
~mployments of the kingdom, 
down to the meanefi:, with to­
ries. We imagined th4t fl.lch mea.,. 
fures, joined tq the advantages 
of our nunlbers and our proper­
ty, would fecure us- againfl: all 
attempts during her reign ; and 
that we fhould foon become 
too coniiderable, not to make 
our terms in all events which 
might happen aft~rwards: con­
cerning which, to fpeak tru~ 

ly, I believe few or none of 
us had any very fettled refolu­
tion. 

IN order to bring thefe plJr­
pofes about, I verily think that 
the perfecution of diifenters en­
tered into no n1an's head. By 

the 
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the bills for preventing occa­
fional conformity and the growth 
of fchifm, it was hoped that 
their fiing would be taken away. 
Thefe bills were thought necef­
fary for our party in tere:ll:, and 
be:lides were deemed neither 
unreafonable nor unjufl:. The 
good of fociety may require, 
that no perfon fhould be de­
prived of the protection of the 
government on account of his 
opinions in religious 1 matters ; 
but it does not follow from 
hence, that men ought to be 
trufied in any degree with the 
prefervation of the efiablilhn1ent, 
who 1nufi, to be con:lifient with 
their principles, endeavour the 
fubverG.on of what is efiablifh­
~d. An indulgence to confcien-

B 4 ces, 
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ces, which the prejudice ·of edu­
cation and long habits have ren­
dered fcru pulous, rna y be agree­
able to the rules of good po­
licy and of humanity : yet will 
it ~ardly follow from hence, 
that a government is under- any, 
obligation to indulge a tender­
nefs of confcience to cotne ; or 
to connive at the propagating 
of thefe prejudices, and at the 
forming of thefe habits. The 
evil effect }s without remedy, 
and may therefore~ deferve in­
dulgence; but the evil caufe 
is to pe prevented, -and can, 
therefore, be intitled to rione. 
Befi.des this, the bills I· am· fpeak­
ing of, rather than tq eh~ct 
any thing ne~.v, feem¢d. '?nly to 
enforce the obfervation of an-

tient 
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tient laws; which had been 
judged neceffary for the . fecu­
rity of the church and fiate at 
a· time, when· the In emory of the 
ruin of ·both, and of the hands 
by vthich that r121in -h.ad ,be~n 
wrought, was frefh in the minds 
of 111en. ' . 

THE b?.nk,. the eafb-indiacom­
pany, and in general the mo­
neyed interefl:, had certainly no­
thing to' apprehend like what 
they feared, or ·affeCted to fear 
from the tories, an entire fub­
vedion of their property. Mul­
titudes of our own party would 
have beeb. ·wounded by fuch 
a blow. The intention of'thofe, 
who were the warmeft, feern­
ed to 1ne to go no farther ~han 

reflrain-
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reftraining their influence on 
the legiflature, and on matters 

·of fl:ate ; ' and finding at a pro­
per feafon means to make them 
contribute to the fupport and 
eafe of a government, under , 
which they enjoyed advantages 
fo much greater than the refl: 
of their fellow fubjeB:s. The 
~ifchievous confequence which 
had been forefeen, and foretold 
too, at the efl:ablifhment of thofe 
corporations, appeared vifibly. 
The cq':lntry gentlemen were 
vGxed, · put to great expences 
and even ~affied by them in 
their el~cfi~ns : and among the 
membets of every parliament 
num hers were immediate] y or 
indireCtly under their influence. 
The bank had been extrava-

gant 
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gant enough to pull off the 
maik; and, when the queen 
feemed to intend a change in 
her miniflry, they had deputed 
fome of their members to re­
prefent againft it. But that 
which touched fenfibly even 
thofe who were but little af .... 
fected by other confiderations, 
was the prodigious inequality 
between the condition of the 
moneyed men and of the refl: 
of the nation. The proprie­
tor of the land, and the mer­
chant who brought riches home 
by the returns of foreign trade~ 

had during two wars bore the 
whole i1nmenfe load of the na­
tional expences; whilft the lend­
er of money, who added no- ' 
thing t9 th~ common frock, throve 

br 
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by the public calamity,. and con­
tributed n0t -a mite to"the public 
charge. 

- As to the allies, I faw no dif­
ference of opinion' -·among all 
thofe who came to the head of 
affairs at this time. Such of 
the tories as were in the: fyftem 
abovementioned, fuch of then1 
as :deferted'· foon after ftom us, 
and fuch of the whigs as had 
upon . "tb.is· .~C:ca!ion deferted to 
us,:. feemed: equally con~inced of 
the unreafonablenefs, a~d even 
of the impoffibility, ;of continu­
ing the • war on the fame dif­
pr6portionate foot. Their uni­
verfal fenfe was, that \ve had 
taken, · except the part of the 
States General, the whole bur-

den 
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den of the war upon us, and. 
even a proportion of this ; while 
the entire advantage ·was to ac.:­
crue to others : that this had 
appeared ~ery groily in. 9ne 
thoufand feven hundred and !}in~ 
and one thoufand feven hundred 
and ten, when preliminarie& were 
infifl:ed upon, which_ contained 
all that the allies,_ giving the 
greatefl: loofe to their willies, 
could defrre, and little or no­
thing on · the behalf of Great 
Britain: that the war, which 
had been· begun for the fecu­
rity of the allies, was continu­
ed for their . grandeur ; that th~ 
ends propofed, when we en­
gaged in it, might have been an­
f wered long before, ·.and there­
fore that the firfi favorable oc-

cafion 
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cafion ought to be feifed of mak­
ing peace; which we thought to 
be the intereft of our country, 
and which appeared to all man­
kind, as well as to us, to be that 
of our party. 

THESE were in general the 
views of the tories : and for the 
part I aC:ted in the profecution of 
them, as well as of all the mea­
fures acceifory to them, I may 
appeal to mankind. To thofe, 
who had the opportunity of look­
ing behind the curtain, I may 
likewife appeal for the difficulties 
which lay in my way, and for 
the particular difcouragements 
which I met with. A principal 
load of parliamentary and foreign 
affairs in their ordinary courf~ lay 

upon 
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upon me: the whole negotia­
tion of the peace, and of the 
troublefome invidious fl:eps preli­
Jninary to it, as far as they could 
be tranfaCled at home, were 
thrown upon me. I continued 
in the houfe of commons dur­
ing that important feffion which 
preceded the peace; and which, 
by the fpirit iliewn through the 
whole courfe of it, and by the 
refolutions taken in it, rendered 
the concluG.on of the treaties 
praClicable. After this I was 
dragged into the houfe of lords 
in fuch a manner ; as to 1nake 
my promotion a puniihment, 
not a reward ; and was there le(t 
to defend the treaties almofl: 
alone. 

4 
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IT would not have been hard 
to -have forced the earl of Ox­
FORD to ufe tne better. His. . .. 

good intentions began to he very 
much 'doubted of: the truth !s, I 

no opinion of his fincerity had 
ever taken root in ·- the party ; 
and, which was worfe perhaps 
for a man in his ftation, the opi­
nion of his capacity began to fall 
apace. He was fo hard pufheq 
in the houfe of lords in the be­
ginning of one thoufand feven 
hundred and twelve, that he had 
been forced, in the middle of 
the feffion, to perfuade the queen 
to make a promotion of twelve 
peers at once; which \.vas an 

. unprecedented and invidious mea­
fure, to be excufed by nothing 
but the neceffity, and hardly 

by 
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by that. in the houfe of com­
mons his credit was low, and 
my reputation very high. You 
know the nature of that aff'em­
bly: they grow, like hounds, 
fond of the man who :fhews 
them game, and by whofe halloo 
they are ufed to be encouraged. 
The thread of the negotiations, 
which could not fl:and ftill a mo­
ment without going back, was 
in my hands : and before ano­
ther man could have made him­
felf mafier of the bufi.nefs, much 
time would have been lofi, and 
great inconveniencies would have 
followed. Some, who oppofed 
the court foon after, began to 
waver then : and if I had not 
wanted the inclination, I fhould 
have wanted no help to do mif-

C chief. 
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chief. I knew the way of quit­
ting my employments and of re­
tiring fron1. cdurt ~hen the fer­
vice of n1y party required it: 
but I could not bring myfelf up 
to that refolution, when the con­
fequence of it mufi have been 
the breaking my party, and the 
difirefs of the public affairs. I 
thought my mifl:refs treated n~e 
ill : but the fenfe of that du­
ty which I owed her catne in 
aid of other confiderations, and 
prevailed over my refentment. 
Thefe fentiments, indeed, are 
fo much out of failiion, that 
a man who avows them is in 
danger of paffing for a bubble 
in the world: yet they were, 
in the conjunCture I fpeak of, 
the true motives of my con-

duet; 
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duct; .and you faw me go on 
as . chearfully in the troublefome 
and dangerous work affigned 
me, as if I had been ut1der the 
utmofl: fatisfaetion. I began, in­
deed, in my heart, to renounce 
the friendiliip, which till. that 
time I had preferved inviolable 
for OxFORD. I was not aware 
of all his treachery, nor of the 
bafe and little means which he 
employed then, and continued 
to employ afterwards, to ruin me 
in the opinion of the queen, and 
every where elfe. I fawf how­
ever, that he had no friendiliip 
for any body, and that with re­
fpetl: to me, infiead of having 
the ability to render that · merit, 
which I endeavoured to acquire; 
an addition of firength to him-

C 2 felf, 
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felf, it became the objeCt of his 
jealoufy, and a reafon for un­
dermining me. In this temper 
of mind. I went on, till the great 
work of the peace was confum­
mated, and the treaty figned at 
Utrecht : after which a new and 
more melancholy fcene for the 
party, as well as for. me, opened 
itfelf. 

I A M Jar from thinking the 
treaties, or the negotiations which 
led to them, exempt fr.om faults. 
Many were made no doubt in 
both, by thofe who were con­
cerne~ in them; by myfelf in 
the firfl: place : and many were 
owing purely to the oppofition 

·they met with in every fl:ep of 
their progrefs. J never look 

back 
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back on this great event, palled 
as it is, without a fecret emo­
tion of mind ; Vv. hen I co1n pare 
the vafinefs of the undertaking, 
and the importance of it's fuc­
cefs, with the means employed 
to brirlg it about, and with thofe 
which were employed to traverfe 
it. To adjufi the preten:G.ons 
and to fettle the interefis of fo 
many princes and fiates, as were 
engaged in the late war, would 
appear, when con:G.dered :fim­
ply and ·without any adventi­
tious difficulty, a work of pro­
digious extent. But this was 
not all. Each of our allies 
thought · himfelf entitled to raife 
his de1nands to the mofl: extra­
vagant height. They had been 
encouraged to this, -firft, by 

C 3 the 
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the engagements which we had 
entered into with feveral of them, 
with fome to draw them into 
the war, with others to prevail 
on them to continue it; and, 
fecondly, by the manner in which 
we had treated with France in 
feventeen hundred nine and ten. 
Thofe who intended to tie the 
knot of the war as hard, and to 
render the coming at a peace 
as impratl:icable as they could, 
had found no method fo effec­
tual as that of leaving every one 
at liberty to infifl: on all he could 
think of, and leaving then1feJves 
at liberty, even if thefe conce.f­
:Gons fbould be made, to break 
the treaty by ulterior demands. 
That this was the fecret, I can 
n1ake no doubt after the c;on-

feffion 
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feffion of one of the* plenipo­
tentiaries who tranfaGl:ed thefe 
matters, and who communicated 
to me and to two others of the 
queen' s minifi~rs an infianc~ of 
the duke of MARLBOROUGH's 

managen1ent at a critical tno­
ment, when the french minifiers 
at Gertrudenberg feemed inclin­
able to com~ into an expedient 
for explaining the thirty feventh 
article of the preliminarit'-l, which 
could not have been refufed. 
Certain it is, that the king of 
FRANCE was at that time in ear~ 
nefl: to execute the article of 
PHILIP's abdication: and there­
fore the expedients for adjufi­
ing what related to this article 
would eafil y enough have been 

• BuYs penfionary of Amil:erdam. 

C 4 found, 
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found, if on our part there had 
been ~ real intention of conclud­
ing. But there was no fuch 
intention : ~nd the plan of thofe 
who meant to prolong the war 
was eftabli!hed among the al~ 

lies, as the plan which ough~ 
to be followed whenever a peace 
came to be treated. The al­
lies imagined that they had a 
right to obtain at leaft every 
thing which had been demanded 
for them refpedively : and it 
was vifi.ble that nothing lefs 
would content them. Thefe 
confiderations fet the vafl:nefs of 
the undertaking in a fufficient 
light. 

THE importance of fucceeding, 
in the wprk of the peace, was 

~qually 
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equally gr~at to Europe, to our 
country, to our party, to our 
perfons, to the prefent age, and 
to future generations. But I 
need not take pains to prove 
what no n1an will deny. The 
means employed to bring it · 
~bout were in no degree pro­
portionable. A few men, fome 
of whom had never been con­
cerned in bufinefs of this kind 
before, and moft of whom put 
their hands for a long time to 
it faintly and timoroufly, were 
the infiruments of it. The mi ... 
nifier who was at their head 
fhewed himfelf every day inca­
pable of that attention, that me~ 
thod, that comprehenfion of dif~ 
Jerent matters, which the firft 
,poft in fuch a government as 

OUfi 
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ours requires in quiet times. He 
was the :fidl: fpring of all our 
motion by his credit with the 
queen, and his concurrence was 
neceffary to every thing we did 
by his rank in the fiate: and yet 
this man feemed to be fometimes 
afleep, and fometitnes at play. 
He neglec:ted the thread of bu­
£nefs; which was carried on for 
this reafon with lefs difpatch and 
lefs· advantage in the proper chan­
nels : and he kept none in his 
own hands. He negotiated, in­
deed, by fits and fiarts, by lit­
tle tools, and indirect ways : 
and thus his aCl:ivity became as 
hurtful as his indolence; of 
which I could produce fome re­
markable inflances. No good 
effect could flow frmn fuch a. 

conduet:'l 
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conduCt. In a word, when this 
great affair was once engaged, 
the zeal of particular men in 
their feveral provinces drove it 
forward, tho they were not back­
ed by the concurrent force of the 
whole adminifl:ration, nor had 
the common helps of advice till 
it was too lat~, till the very end 
of the negotiations ; even in mat­
ters, fuch as that of con1merce, 
which they could not be. fuppof­
ed to underfl:and. That this 
is a true account of the means 
ufed to arrive at the peace, and 
a true character of that admini­
firation in general, I believe the 
whole cabinet council of that 
time will bear me witnefs. Sure 
I an1, that moll: of them have 
joined with me in lamenting this 

· fiate 
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ftate of things whiHl: it fubfifl:ed, , 
and all thofe who were employ­
ed as minifl:ers in the feveral parts 
of the treaty felt fufficiently the 
difficulties which this fl:range ma­
nagement often reduced them to. 
I am confident they have not for­
got them. 

IF the means employed to 
bring the peace about were fee­
ble, and in one refpeCl: contempt­
ible, thofe employed to break 
the negotiation were ftrong and 
formidable. As foon as the firfl: 
fufpicion of a treaty's being· on 
foot crept abroad into the world, 
the whole allian.ce united with a 
powerful party in the nation to 
obfhu8: it. From that hour to 
the moment the congrefs of U-

trecht 
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trecht £niihed, no one meafure 
poffible to be taken was omit­
ted to traverfe every advance 
that was made in this work, to 
intimidate, to allure, to embar­
rafs every perfon concerned in it. 
This was done without any re­
gard either to decency or good 
policy: and from hence it foon 
f91lowed, that paffion and hu­
Jnor mingled themfelves on each 
fide. A great part of what we 
did for the peace, and of what 
others did againft it, can be ac­
counted for on no other prin­
ciple. The allies were broke 
among themfelves before they 
began to treat with the com­
mon enemy. The matter did 
not mend in the courfe of the 
treaty : and France and Spain, 

but 
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but efpecially the former, profit­
ed of this difunion. 

WHoEVElt makes· the com­
parifon, which I have touched 
upon, will fee the true reafons 
which rendered the peace lefs 
anfwerable to the fuccefs of the 
war, than it might, and than 
it ought to have been. J udg­
ment has been palled in this 
cafe, as the different paffions or 
interefls of men have infpired 
them., But the real caufe lay 
in the conflitution of our mini~ 
fl:ry, and 1nuch more in the ob­
ftinate oppoution which we met 
with from the w higs and from 
the allies. However, fure it is, 
that the defeCl:s of the peace did 
not occauon the defertions from 

the 
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the tory party which happened 
about this time, nor thofe difor ... 
ders in the court which imme­
diately. followed. 

LoNG before the purport of 
the treaties could be known, 
thofe whigs, who had fet out 
with us in feventeen hundred 
and ten, began to relapfe back 
to their party. They had among 
us fhared the harvefi of a new 
minifiry, and like prudent per­
fons they took meafures in time 
to have their fhare in that of a 

' new government. 

THE whimfi.~al or the hano­
ver tories continued zealous in 
appearance with us, till the peace 
was fi.gned. I faw no people 

fo 
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fo eager for the concl ufion of 
it. Some ot them * were in 
fuch hafl:e, that they thought 
any peace preferable to the leall: 
delay, and o1nitted no in fiances 
to quicken their friends who 
were aCtors in it. As foon as 
the treaties were perfetl:ed and 
laid before the parliament, the 
fcheme of thefe gentlemen be­
gan to difclofe itfelf entirely. 
Their love of the peace, like 
other paffions, cooled by en­
joyment. They grew nice about 
the confl:rutl:ion of the articles, 
could come up to no dired: 
approbation, and, being let into 
the fecret of what was to hap­
pen, would not preclude them­
felves from the glorious advan-

* HANMER's letter...- · 

4 tage 
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tage of riling on the ruins of 
their friends and of their party. 

THE danger of the fucceffion, 
and the badnefs of the peace, 
were the two principles on .which 
we were attacked.· On the firft, 
the whimfical tories joined the 
whigs, and declared direCtly -a­
gainft their party. Altho nothing 
is more certain than this truth, 
that there was at that ti1ne no 
formed defign in the party, 
whatever views fome particular 
men might have, againft his ma­
jefty' s acceffion to the throne. 
On the latter, and 1nofi other 
points, they affeCted a tnofl: glo­
rious neutrality. 

INSTEAD of gathering fl:rength,. 
D either 
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either as a minifl:ry or as a par­
ty, we grew vveaker every day .. 
The peace had been judged with 
reafon to be the only folid foun­
dation vvhereupon we could ere& 
a tory fyfl:em: and yet when it· 
was n1ade .. we. found our.fel ves 
at a fulL fiand. Nay the very 
work, which ought to have 
been the batis of ·our ltrength, 
was in part demoliilied before 
our eyes, and we were :ftoned 
with the ruins of it. Whilfl: 
this was doing; OxFoRD look­
ed on, as if he had not been a 
party to all which ·had palled; 
broke now and then a jefl,. which 
favoured of the inns of court 
and the bad co1npany in which 
he had been bred : and on thofe 
otca:Gons, where his Hation obli-

ged 
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ged him to fpeak of bufinefs, w~s 
abfolutely unintelligible. 

WHETHER this 1nan ever had 
any determined view be:Gdes that 
of railing his family is, I believe, 
a problematical que:ltion in the 
world. My opinion is, that he 
never had any other. The con­
duet of a minifl:er, who pro­
pofes to hitnfelf a great and no­
ble objee:; and wh9 purfues it 
fl:eddily, may feem for a while 
a riddle to tP.e world ; efpecially 
in a governm.ent like ours, wher~ 
numbers of n1en, diff~rent in 
their charaCters, and different in 
their int~refis, are at all titne~ · 
to be ·manag~d; where public 
affairs are expo fed to more acci­
dents and greater hazards than 

. 
D 2 1n 
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in other countries; and where, 
by confequence, he who is at 
the head of bufinefs will find 
himfelf often difl:_raC!ed by mea­
fures which have no relation to 
his purpofe, and obliged to bend 
himfelf to things which are in 
fome degree contrary to his main 
defign. The ocean which en­
virons us is an etnblem of our 
governmept : and the pilot and 
the minifl:er are in :G.milar cir­
curnfl:ances. It feldom happens 
that either of them can freer a 
direct courfe, and they both ar­
rive at their port by means which 

. frequently feem to -carry them 
from it. But . as the work ad­
vances, the conduct of hitn who 
leads it on with real abilities 
clears up, the appearing incon- · 

I fiftencies 
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fifl:encies are reconciled , and 
when it is once confummated, 
the whole lhews itfelf fo uniform, 
fo plain, and fo natural, that 
every dabler in politics will be 
apt to think he could have done 
the fame. But on the other 
hand, a man who propofes no fuch 
objetl:, who fubfiitutes artifice 
in the place of ability, who, in­
fiead of leading parties, and go­
verning accidents, is·eternally agi~ 
tated back wards and forwards by 
both, who begins every day fame­
thing nevv, and carries nothing 
on to perfeCtion, may impofe 
a while on the world: but a 
little fooner or a little later the 
myfiery will be revealed, and 
nothing will be found to be 
couched under it but a thread 

D 3 of 
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of pitiful expedients, the ulti­
mate end of which never extend­
ed farther than- living from day 
to day. Which of thefe pictures 
refembles OxFoRD moil:, you 
will determine. I am forry to 
be obliged to name him fo of­
ten ; but ho\v is it pofiible to 
do otherwife while I am [peak­
ing of times wherein the whole 
turn of affairs depended on his 
tnotions and charaCter ? 

I HAvE heard, and I believe 
truly, that when he returned to 
Windfor in the autumn of [even­
teen hundred and thirteen, after 
the tnarriage of his fon, he pref­
fed extremely to have him creat­
ed duke of N ewcafHe or earl of 
Clare: and the queen prefutn-
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ing to hditate on fo extraordi­
nary a propofal, he refented this 
hefitation in a man:aer which lit­
tle became a man who had been 
fo lately raifed by the profuG.on 
of her favors upon him. Cer­
tain it is, that he began then to 
fhew a fiill greater remiili1efs in 
all parts of his tniniftry, and to 
affect to fay, that from fuch a 
time, the very time I am [peak­
ing of, he took no ihare in the 
direcrion of affairs, ·or words to 
that effeCt. 

HE pretended to have difco­
vered in tri:Q"ues which were fet 

0 

on foot again:ll: hi1n, and parti-
cularly he complained of the ad­
vantage which was taken of his 
abfence, during the journey he 

D 4 made · 
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made at his fon' s marriage, to 
undermine him with the queen. 
He is naturally incliqed to be­
lieve the worfl:; which I take to 
be a certain mark of a mean fpi­
rit and a wicked foul : at leafl: 
I am fure that the contrary qua­
lity, when it is not due to weak­
nefs of underftanding, is the fruit 
of a generous temper, and an ho­
nefl: heart. Prone to judge ill 
of all mankind, he will rarely 
be {educed by his credulity ; but 
I never knew a man fo capable 
of being the bubble of his dif­
trufl: and jealoufy. He was fo 
in this cafe, altho the queen, 
who could not be ignorant of 
the truth, faid enough to unde­
ceive him. But to be undeceiv~ 
ed, and to own 'himfelf fo, was 

uot 
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not his play. He hoped by cun­
ning to varniih over his want 
of faith and of ability. He was 
defirous to make the world itn­
pu te the extraordinary part, or, 
to fpeak more properly, the no 
part, which he aCted with the 
fiaff of treafurer in his hand, to 
the queen' s withdrawing her fa­
vor from him, and to his friends 
abandoning him : pretences ut­
terly groundlefs when he firfl: 
n1ade thetn, and which he 
brought to be real at laft. Even 
the winter before the queen' s 
death, when his credit began 
to wain apace, he 1night have 
regained it ; he might have re­
conciled hitnfelf perfeCtly with 
all his antient friends, and have 
acquired the confidence of the 

lvhole 
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whole party. I fay) he tnight 
have done all this; becaufe I 
am perfuaded that none of thofe 
I have named were fo convin­
ced of his perfidy, fo jaded 
with his yoke, or, fo much 
piqued perfonally againfi hin1, 
as I was: and yet if he would / 
have exerted himfelf in concert 
with us, to improve the few 
advantages whi.ch were left us, 
and to ward off the viG.ble dan­
ger which threatened our per­
fans and our party, I would have 
fiifled my private animo:Gty) and 
would have acted under him 
with as much zeal as ever. But 
he was uncapable of taking fuch 
a turn. The fum of all his po­
licy had been to amufe the \\7higs, 
the tories, and the jacobites, as 

long 
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long as he could, and to keep 
his power as long as he amufed 
thern. When it became ilnpof­
fible to amufe mankind any long­
er, he appeared plainly at the 
end of his line. 

B Y a fecret correfpondence 
with the late earl of HAL IF AX, 

and by the intrigues of his bro­
ther, and other fanatical relations, 
he had endeavoured to keep fome 
hold on the whigs. 

THE tories were attached to 
him at 6rfi by the heat of a re­
volution in the minifhy, by their 
hatred. of the people who were 
difcarded, and by the fond hopes 
which it is eafy to give at the 
[etting out of a new adininiftra-

twn. 
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tion. Afterwards he held out 
the peace in profpeCt to them, 
and to the jacobites, feparately, 
as an event which mufl: be brought 
about before he could effeCtually 
ferve either. You cannot have 
forgot how things which we pref­
fed were put off, upon every oc­
cafion, till the peace : the peace 
was to be the date of a new ad­
minifl:ration, and the period at 
which the millenary year of to­
ryifm ihould begin. 1'hus were 
the tories at that time an1ufed: 
and :G.nce n1y exile I have had 
the opportunity of knowing cer­
tainly and circumftantially that 
the jacobites were treated in the 
fame manner, and that the pre­
tender \Vas made, throug·h the 
french minifl:er, to expetl: th~t 

mcafures 
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n1eafures ili.ould be taken for his 
refioration, as foon as the peace 
had rendered the1n praCticable. 
He was to attempt nothing, his 
partifans were to lie frill, OxFORD 

undertook for all. 

AFTER many delays, fatal to 
the general interefl: of Europe, 
this peace was fi.gned : and the 
only c.onfiderable thing which he 
brought about afterwards was 
the marriage I have mentioned 
above ; and by it an acceffion of 
riches and honor to a family, 
whofe efl:ate was very mean, and 
whofe illufiration before this time 
I never met with any where, but 
in the vain difcourfes which he 
ufed to hold over claret. If 
he kept his word with any of 

the 
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the parties abovementioned, it 
mufl: be fuppofed that he did fo 
with thewhigs ;/ for as to us, we 
faw nothing after the peace but 
increafe of n1ortification and near­
er approaches to ruin. Not a fiep 
was tnade towards completing the 
fettlement of Europe, which the 
treaties of Utrecht and Radfiat 
left imperfeCt: ; towards fortify­
ing and efl:abliiliing the tory par­
ty ; towards fecuring thofe, who 
had been the principal aB:ors in 
this adminilhation, againfi fu­
ture events. We had proceeded 
in a confidence that thefe things 
ihould immediate! y follow the 
conclufi.on of the peace : he had 
never, I dare fwear, entertain­
ed a thought concerning then1. 
As foon as the lafi hand was -

. 
3 g1ven 
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given to the fortune of his fa­
mily, he abandoned his mifirefs, 
his friends, and his party, w-ho 
had bore him fo 1nan y years on 
their fhoulders : and I \Vas pre­
fent when this ·want of faith was 
reproached him in the plainefr 
and frrongefi tern1s by one of 
the honefiefi * 1nen in Britain, 
and before fome of the moil t 
conG.derable tories. Even his 
impudence failed him on this oc­
cafion .: he did not fo n1uch as 
attempt an excufe. 

HE could not keep his word 
\V hich he had given the pretender 
and his adherents, becaufe he 

* Lord TREVOR. 

t Duke of 0Rl'l10i'\D, lord A~GLESEY, 
lord HARCOURT, and myfclf, in OxFoRD's 

lodgings in St. James's houfe. 
had 
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had forrned no party to fupport 
him in fuch a defign. He was 
fure 'of having the whigs againft 
him if he made the attempt, and 
he was not fure of having the to­
ries for him. · 

IN this :ll:ate of confufi.on and 
difirefs, to which he had re­
duced himfelf and us, you re­
member the part he aCted. He 
was the fpy of the w higs, and 
voted ·with us in the morning 
againft thofe very quefiions which 
he had penned the night before 
with WALPOLE, and others. -
He kept his poft on terms ·which 
no man but he would have held 
it on, neither fubn1itting to the 
queen, nor complying with his 
friends. He would not, or he 

could 



Sir WILLIAM \VINDHAM. 65 

could not act with us ; and he 
tefol ved that we iliould hot a& 
without him, as long as he could 
hinder it. The queeri's health 
was very precarious, arid at her 
death he hoped by thefe means 
to deliver us up, bound as it were 
liand arid fbot; to our advetfaries. 
On the foundation of this merit 
he flattered himfelf that he had 
gained fome of the whigs, and 
foftened at leaH: the teft of the 
party to . him. By his fecret 
negotiations at Hanover, he took 
it for granted, that he \Vas ii.ot 
only reconciled to that court, 
but that . he lhduld, und€r his 
prefent majefl:y's reign,· have as· 
much credit 'as he "had enjoyed 
under that of the queen~ I-1e 
was weak enough to boafl: of 

E this, 
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this, and to promife his good 
offices voluntarily to feveral : for 
no n1an was weak enough to 
think them worth being folicit­
ed. In a word, you muil have 
heard that he anfwered to lord 
DARTMOUTH and to.Mr. BRoM­

LEY, that one ihould keep the 
privy feal, and the other the feals 
of fecretary ; and that lord Cow­
PER makes no fcruple of telling 
how he came to offer him the 
feals of chancellor. When the 
king arrived, he went to Green­
wich with an affectation of pomp 
and of favor. Againfl: his fu­
fpicious charaCter, he was once 
in his life the bubble of his cre­
dulity : and this delu:Gon betray­
ed him into a punilhment, more 
fever~ in my fenfe than all which 

has. 
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has happened to him fince, or 
than perpetual exile; he was 
affronted in the manner in which 
he was prefented to the king. 
The meanefl: fubject would have 
been received with goodrrefs, the 
mofl: obnoxious with an air of 
indifference; but he was receiv­
ed with the mofi difl:inguiihing 
contempt. This treatment he 
had in· the face of the nation. 
The king began his reign, ·in 
this inftance, with punif.hing the 
ingratitude, the perfidy, the in ... 
folence, which had been ihewn 
to his predeceifor. OxFORD fled 
from court covered with fhame, 
the objeCt of the derifion of the 
whigs, and· of the indignation of 
the tories. 

E 2 THE 
, 
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THE queen might, if ihe had 
pleafed, have faved herfelf from 
all thofe mortifications :lhe met 
with during the lafl: months of 
her reign, and her fervants and 
the tory· party from thofe mis­
fortunes which they endured 
during the fame time; perhaps 
from thofe which they have fal­
len into :lince her death. When 
lhe found that the peace, from 
the conclu:G.on of which fhe ex­
peCted eafe and quiet, brought 
ftill greater trouble upon her; 
when ilie faw the weaknefs of 
her government, and the con­
fufion of her affairs increafe 
every day; when fhe faw her 
firH minifter bewildered and-un­
~lble to extricate himfelf or her ; 
in fine, when the negligence of 

~ 
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his public conduCt, and the fau­
cinefs of his private behaviour 
had rendered him infupportable 
to her, and f.he took the refolu­
tiQn of laying him afi.de, there 
was a ftrength frill remaining 
fufficient to have fupported her 
gov~rnrpent, to have fulfilled in 
great part the expectations of 
the tories, and to have confii ... 
tuted both them and the mini ... 
fl:ers in fuch a fituation as would 
have left them little to appre­
hend. Some defi.gns were in­
deed on foot which might have 
produced very great diforders: 
OxFoRD's conduCt had given 
tnuch occafion to them, and 
\vith the terror of them he 
endeavo~n·ed to intimida.te th~ 

queen. But expedients were 
E 3 . not 
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not hard to be found, by which 
thofe defigns might have been 
nipped in the bud~ or elfe by 
which the perfons who promoted 
them · might have been induced 
to lay them afide. But that 
fatal irrefolution inherent to the 
Stuart race hung upon her. She 
felt too much inward refent­
ment to be able to conceal his 
difgrace from him : yet aft~r he 
had made this difcovery, · :lhe 
eontinued to trufl: all her power 
in his hands. 

No people ever were in fuch 
a condition as ours continued to 
be from. the autumn of one thou­
fand feven hundred and thirteen, 
to the fummer fo1lowing. The 
queen's health funk every day. 

The 
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The attack which ihe had in the 
winter at Windfor ferved as a 
warning both to thofe who wiili­
ed, and to thofe who feared her 
death, to expect it. The party 
which oppofed the court had 
been continually gaining ftrength 
by the weaknefs of our admi­
niftration : and at this time their 
numbers were vafHy encreafed, 
and their fpirit was raifed by the 
near profpect of the fucceffion 
taking place. We were not at 
liberty to exert the ftrength we 
had. We faw our danger, and 
many of us faw the true means 
of avoiding it : but whilft the 
magic vvand was in the fame 
hands, this knowledge ferved 
only to increafe our uneafi.nefs ; 
and, whether we would or rlo~ 

E 4 ,ye 
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we wer~ forced with our eye.~ 
ppep. to walk on towards the 
preqpt~~. Every rnQment we 
pecame lefs able, if the queen 
~ived, tq fupport her govern­
ment ; if ilie died, to fecure 
ourfelves. One fide was united 
in ~ common view, and aeted 
upon an uniform plan : the 
other had r~lly none at all. We 
knew that we were out of favor 
at the court of Hanover, that 
we were reprefented there as ja­
cobite~, and that the eletl:or, 
his prefent majefty, had been 
rendered publicly a party to that 
oppofition, . in fpight of which 
we made the peace: and yet we 
neither had taken, nor could 
take in ·our prefent circumftan­
ces, any meafures to be better or 

'\Vorfe 
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worfe there. Thus we languiili­
ed till the twenty feventh of 
July one thoufand feven hun­
dred and fa~rteen, when the 
queen difmHfed t-he treafurer. 
On the friday following, fhe 
fell into an apoplexy, and died 
on funday the ~rfi of Auguft., 

I f 

You do me, I dare fay, the 
. jufl:ice to believe, that \vhilft 

this ftate of things lafted I faw 
very well, how little 111ention 
foever I might make of it at the 
time, that no m~ in the mini­
ftry, 'or in the party, was fo 
much expofed as my felf. I 
~ould expeCt no quarter from 
the w higs, for I had deferved 
none. There were perfons a­
mongil: them for whom I had 

great 
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great efteem and friendiliip ; yet 
neither with thefe, nor with any 
others, had I preferved a fecret 
correfpondence, which might be 
of ufe to me in the day- of dif­
trefs : and befides the general 
charaCter of my party, I knew 
t~at particular prejudices were 
entertained againft me at Hano­
ver. The whigs wanted nothing 
but an opportunity of attacking 
the pe.ace, and it could hardly 
be imagined that tl;ley would 
ftop there. In which cafe, I 
knew that they could have hold 
.on no man fo much as myfelf: 
the inftruCt:ions, the orders, the 
memorials had been dra. wn by 
me, the correfpondence relating 
to it in France, and every where 
elfe, had been carried on by n1~ ; 

. 
Hl 
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in a word, my hand appeared 
to almo:ll: every paper which 
had been writ in the whole courfe 
of the negotiation. To all thefe 
conG.derations I added that of 
the weight of perfonal refent­
ment, which I had created againfl: 
myfelf at home and abroad : in 
part unavoidably by the ihare 
I was obliged to take in thefe af­
fairs; and in part, if you will, 
unnecdfarily by the warmth of 
my temper, and by fome un~ 
guarded expreffions, for whicq 
I have no excufe to make, htlt 
that which TAciTus makes for 
his father-in-law, JULIUs AGRI­

coLA : '' honefl:ius putabam of~ 
" fend ere, qua:Ql odifle." 

HAVING this pro:Cpect of btr 
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ing diftinguiihed from the refl: 
of my p·arty, in ·the common 
calamity, by feVterer treatm.ent, 
I might have juftified"' myfelf, 
by reafon and by great authori­
ties too, if I had tnade early pro­
vi:G.on, at leaft to be fafe, when 
I ihould be no longer ufeful. 
How I could have fecured this 
point I do not think fit to ex­
. plain : but certain it is that I 
made no one ftep towards it. I 
refolved ·not . to a., bandon my par­
ty by turning whig, or, which 
is worfe a great deal, whim:G.­
cal; nor to treat feparately fton1, 
it. I _refolved to keep 1nyfelf 
at liberty. to aCl: on a tory bot­
tom. If the queen difgraced 
OxFORD and continued to live 
afterward~.;, I knc\\'" ·we .lhould 

have 
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have time and means to provide 
for our future fafety: if the 
queen died and left u~ in the 
fan1e unfortunate circu1nfl:ances, 
I expeB:ed to fu:ffer for and with 
the tories; and I was prepared 
for it. 

THE thunder had long grum­
bled in the air; and yet when 
the bolt fell, moft of our party 
appeared as much furprifed as 
if they had had no reafon to ex­
peel: it. There was a perfect 
calm and univerfal fubmiffion 
through the whole kingdon1. 
The chevalier indeed fet out as 
if his deG.gn had been to gain 
the coaft and to embark for 
Great .Britain ; and the court of 
France made a merit to them: 

4 
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felves of flopping him and oblig-­
ing him to return. But this, 
to my certain knowledge, was 
a farce aCl:ed by concert, to keep 
up an opinion of his charaCl:er, 
when all opinion of his caufe 
feemed to be at an end. He 
owned this concert to me at Bar, 
on the · occa:Gon of my telling 
him that he would have found 
no party ready to receive him, 
and that the enterprife would 
have been to the laft degree ex­
travagant. He was at this time 
far from having any encourage­
ment: no party, numerous e­
nough to make the leafl: difl:ur­
bance, was formed in his fa­
vor. On the king' s arrival the 
fiorm arofe. The menaces of 
the whigs, backed by fome ve-

4 ry 
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ry raih declarations, by little cir­
cum:llances of humor which fre­
quently offend more than real 
injuries, and by the entire change 
of all the perfons in employ1nent,. 
blew up the coals. 

AT fir:ll many of the tories 
had been made to entertain fome 
faint hopes that they would be 
permitted to live in quiet. I 
have been affured that the king 
left Hanover in that refolution. 
Happy had it been for hitn and 
f(i)r us if he had continued in it ; 
if the moderation of his temper 
had not been overborne by the 
violence of party, and his and 
the national intereft facriticed to 
the paffions of a few. Others 
there were among. the tories who 

had 
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had flattered themfelves with 
much greater expettations than 
thefe, and who had depended, 
not on fuch imaginary favor 
and dangerous advancement as 
was offered them afterwards, 
but on real credit and fubftan­
tial power under the new go­
vernment. Such impreffions on 
the minds of men had render­
ed the two houfes of parlia1nent, 
which were then fitting, as good 
courtiers to king GEORGE, as. ever 
they had been to queen ANNE. 

But all thefe hopes being at once 
and with violence extinguifh .... 
ed, defpair f ucceeded in their 
room. 

OuR party began foon to aCt 
like men delivered over to their 

paffions, 
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paffions, and unguided by any 
other principle ; not like men 
:fired by a juft refentment and a 
reafonable ambition to a bold 
undertaking. They treated the 
government like men who were 
refolved not to live under it: 

and yet they took no one mea­
fure to fupport themfelves againfl: 
it. They expreifed, without re­
ferve or circumfpeetion, an ea­
gernefs to join in any attempt 
againft the efl:ablilhment which 
they had received and confirm­
ed, · and which many of them 
had courted but a few weeks 
before : and yet in the midft 
of all this bravery, when the 
eleCtion of the new parliament 
came on, fome of thefe very 
men aCted with the coolnefs of 

F thofe 
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thofe who are much better dif­
pored to compound than to take 
arms. 

TH:E body of the tories being 
in this temper, it is not to be 

• wondered at, if they heated one 
another, and began apace to 
turn their eyes towards the pre­
tender: and if thofe few, who 
had already engaged with him, 
applied themfel ves to improve 
the conjuncture, and endeavour­
ed to lift a party for him. 

I wENT, about a month af­
ter the queen' s death, as foon 
as the feals were taken from me, 
into the country; and whilfi I 
continued there, I felt the gene­
ral difpofition to jacobitifm in-

creafe 
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creafe daily among people of all 
ranks ; among feveral who had 

. been conftantly diftinguiilied by 
their averfion to that caufe. But 
at my return to London in the 
month of February or March 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifteen, a few weeks before I 
left England, I began for the 
firft time in my whole life to 
perceive thefe general difpo:litions 
ripen into refolutions, and to 
obferve fOme regular workings 
among tnany of our principal 
friends, which denoted a fchen1e 
of this kind. 1_,hefe workings, 
indeed, were very faint; for the 
perfons concerned in carrying 
them on did not think it fafe 
to fpeak too plainly to 1nen, who 
were, in truth, ill difpofed to 

F z the 
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the government, becaufe they 
neither found their account at 
prefent under it, nor had been 
managed with art enough to 
leave them hopes of finding it 
hereafter; but who at the fame 
time had not the leafl: affeCtion 
for the pretender's perf on, nor 
any principle favorable to his 
interefi. 

THIS was the fiate of things 
when the new parliament, which 
his majefiy had called, affem­
bled. A great majority of the 
eleCtions had gone in favor of 
the whigs; to which the want 
of concert among the tories had 
contributed as much, as the vi­
gor of that party, and the in­
fluence of the new government. 

I The 
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The whigs came to the open­
ing of this parliament full of as 
much violence as could poffefs 
men who expeCted to make their 
court, to confirm themfel ves in 
power, and to gratify their re­
fentments by the fame meafures. 
I have heard that it was a dif­
pute among the minifters, how 
far this fpirit fhould be indulg­
ed ; and that the king was de­
termined, or confirmed in a de-, 
tennination, to confent to the 
profecutions, and to give the 
reins to the party, by the re­
prefentations that were made to 
him, that great difficulties would 
arife in the conduCt of the . fef­
fion if the court ihould ap­
pear inclined to check this fpi­
rit, and by Mr. W -' s under-

F 3 taking 
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taking to carry all the bufinefs 
fuccefsfully through the houfe 
of commons if they were at li­
berty. Such has often been the 
unhappy fate of our princes : a 
real neceffity fometimes, and 
fometin1es a feeming one, has 
forced them to compound with 
a part of the nation at the ex­
pence of . the whole ; and the 
fuccefs of their bufinefs for one 
year has been purchafed at the 
price of public diforder for many. 

THE conjunCture I am fpeak­
ing of affords a memorable in­
fiance of this truth. If mild­
er meafures had been purfued, 
certain it is, that the tories had 
never univerfally embraced ja­
cobitifm. The violence of the 

3 whigs 
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whigs forced them into the arn1s 
of the pretender. The court 
and the party feemed to vie 
with, one another which :tbould 
go the greatef.l: lengths in feve­
rity : and the n1ini:ll:ers, whofe 
true interefl: it 1nufl: at all times 
be to calm the minds of tnen, 
and who ought never to fet the 
examples of extraordinary inqui­
ries or extraordinary accufations, 
were upon this occafion the tri­
bunes of the people. 

THE council of regency, which 
began to fit as foon as the queen 
died, 'acted like a council of the 
holy office. Whoever looked 
on the face of the nation faw 
every thing quiet ; not one of 
thofe fymptoms appearing which 

F 4 muft 
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mull: have :lhewn themfelves more 
or lefs at that moment, if, in 
:reality, there had been any mea­
fures taken during the former 
reign to defeat the proteftant 
fucceffion. His majefl:y afcend­
ed the throne with as little ~on­
tradi¢1:ion and as little trouble, 
as ever a fon fucceeded a father 
in the poffeffion of a private pa­
trimony. B';Jt he, who had the 
opportunity, which I had till 
my difmiffion, of feeing a great 
part of what paffed in that coun­
cil, would have thought that 
there had been an oppofition ac­
tually formed, that the new efta­
bliihment was attacked openly 
fi-om without, and betrayed from 
within. 
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THE fame difpofition conti­
nued after \the king's arrival. 
This political inquifition went 
on with all the ~agernefs imagi­
nable in feifing of papers, in 
ranfacking the queen'·s clofet, 
and examining even her private 
letters. The whigs had cla­
mored loudly, and affirmed in 
the face of the world, that the 
nation had been fold to France, 
to Spain, to the pretender : and 
whilfl: they endeavoured in vain, 
by very . fin gular methods, to 
find fome color to jufiify what 
they had advanced without proof, 
they put themfelves under an 
abfolute neceffity of ground­
ing the mofl: folemn profecu­
tion on things, whereof they 
might indeed have proof, but 

which 
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which would never pafs for 
crimes Before any judges, but· 
fuch as were parties at the fatne 
time. 

I N the king' s fir£1: fpeech 
from the throne, all the in­
flaming hints were given, and 
all the methods of violence were 
chalked out to the two houfes. 
The firft fteps in both were 
perfeCtly anfwerable: and, to the 
!hame of the peerage be it fpok- .. 
en, I faw at that time feveral 
lords concur to condemn, in 
one general vote, all that they 
had approved of in a former par­
liament by many particular refo­
lutions. Among feveral bloody 
refolutions propofed and agitat­
ed at this time, the refolution 

of 
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of impeaching me of high trea­
fon was taken : and I took that 
of leaving England, not in a 
panic terror improved by the 
artifices of the duke of MARL­

BOROUGH, ·whom I knew even 
at that time too well to aCt by 
his advice or information in any 
cafe, but on fuch grounds as the 
proceedings which foon follow­
ed fufficiently jufl:ified, and as 
I have never repented building 
upon. Thofe who blamed it in 
the firfl: heat were foon after ob-
liged to change their language : 
for what other refolution could 
I take? The method of profe­
cution defi.gned againfl: me would 
have put me i1nmediately out 
of condition to aCt for myfelf, 
or to ferve thofe who were lefs 

expo fed 



92 A L ~ T T E R tG 

expofed than me, but who were, 
however, in danger. On the 
other hand, how few were there 
on whofe affifl:ance I could de­
pend, or to whom I would, e­
ven in thofe circumfl:ances, be 
obliged ? The ferment in the 
nation was wrought up to a con­
fiderable height; but there was 
at that time no reafon to ex­
petl: that it could influence the 
proceedings in parliament in fa­
vor of thofe who ihould be ac­
cufed. Left to it's own move­
ment, it was much more proper 
to quicken than flacken the pro­
fecutions: and who was there 
to guide it's motions ? The to­
ries who had been true to one 
another to the laft were an hand­
ful, and no great vigor could 

be 
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be expeCted from them. , The 
whimficals, difappointed of the 
figure which they hoped to make, 
began indeed to join their old 
friends. One * of t~e princi­
pal amongfl: them was fo very 
good as to confefs to me, that 
if the court had called the fer­
vants of the late queen to ac­
count, and had flopped there, 
he mufl: have confidered him­
felf as a judge, and have aCt-

. ed according to his confcience 
on what fhould have appeared 
to hi1n: but that war had been 
declared to· the whole tory par­
ty, and that now the fi:ate of 
things was altered. This dif-

* Earl of ANqLESE v. I told the faCt 
to the bifhop of RocHESTER that night or 
the next day. 

courfe 

' 
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courfe needed no cmnmentary; 
and proved to me, that I had 
never erred in the judgment I 
made of this fet of men. Could 
1 then refolve to be obliged to 
them, or to fuffer with Ox-:­
FORD ? ·As much as I ftill was 
heated by the difputes in which 
I had been all my life engaged 
againfl: the whigs, I would foon­
er have chafe to owe my fecurity 
to their indulgence, than to the 
affifiance of the whimficals: but 
I thought banifhment, with all 
her train of evils, preferable to 
either. I abhorred ·OxFORD to 
that degree, that I could not 
bear to be joined with him in 
any caf~. Nothing perhaps con­
tributed fo much to determine 
me as this fentiment. A fenfe 

of 
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of honor would not have permit­
ted me to difiinguifh between 
his cafe and mine own : and 
it was worfe than death to lie 
under the neceffity of making 
them the fame, and of taking 
meafures in concert with him. 

I A M now come to the time 
at which I left England, and 
have finiihed the firft part of 
that deduCtion of faCl:s which I 
propofed to l~y before you. I 
am hopeful that you will not 
think it altogether tedious or 
unnecefl"ary: for altho very lit­
tle of what I have faid can be 
new to you, yet this fummary 
account will enable you with 
greater eafe to recal to your 
memory the paffages of thofe 

four 
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four years, wherewith all that 
I am going to relate to you has 
an immediate and neceifary con­
nedion. 

IN what has been faid I am 
far from making my own pane­
gyric. I had not in thofe days 
fo much merit as was afcribed 
to me : nor fince that time 
have I had fo little as the fame 
perfons allowed me. I com­
mitted without difpute many 
faults ; and a greater man than 
I can pretend to be, cQnfiitut­
ed in the fame circumfiances, 
would not have kept clear of 
all: but with refpeet to the to­
ries I committed none. I carried 
the point of party-honor to the 
height, and facrificed every thing 

to 
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to my attachment to them during 
this period of time. Let tis now 
e~amine whether I ha1e done fo 
during the reft. 

WHEN I arrived iri Fraricej 
.abou·t the end of Match one! 
thoufand feven hundred and fif.:.: 
teen, th~ affairs of England were 
reptefented to· me in another 
light; than I had feen them in 
when. I fooked upon them with 
my own eyes vety few weeks 
before. I found the perfons; 
who· were detached to fpeak 
with me, prepared to thiak 
that I came over to negotiate 
for the pretender : and when 
they perceived that I was more 
ignorant than they imagined, i 
wa~ aflUred· by thelh, toot there 

G would 
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would be fuddenly an univer­
fal rifing in England and Scot­
land. The leaders \vere nam­
ed to n1e, their engagements 
fpecified, and many gentlemen, 
yourfelf among others, were rec....: 
koned upon ·for particular· fer­
vices, tho I was certain you 
had never been treated with. 
From whence I concluded, and 
the event has juilified my opi­
nio!1, that thefe aifurances had 
been given on the general cha­
raCters of men,. by fuch of our 
friends .as had etnbarked foon­
er, and gone farther than the 
refl:. 

: '' 

• f . '' 

THIS n1anagement furprifed 
tne extremely. In the arif we~s 
I n1ade, I endeavoured to fet 

the 
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~he miflake right ; to fhew that 
things were far from the point 
of ·rrtaturity imagined; that the 
chevalier had yet no party for 
him, and that nothing could 
form one but the extreme vio­
lence which the whigs threaten­
ed to exercife. ·· Great endea­
vours were ufed to engage _ me 
in this affai1·, , and to prevail 
on me to anfwer the letter of 
invitation fent me from Bar. I 
alledged, as it was true,. that 
I had no commiffion from any 
perfon in England, and that 
the friends I left behind 1ne were 
the only perfons who could de­
termine 1ne, if any could, to· 
take fuch a flep. As to the lafl: 
propo:G.tion, I abfolutely refuf­
ed it. 

G 2 IN 
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I N the uncertainty of what · 
would happen, whether the pro­
fecutions would be puihed, which 
was mofi probable, in the man­
ner intended againil: ·me, and 
~gainft others, for all of whom, 
except the earl of OxFORD, I 
had as much concern as for my­
felf; or whether the whigs would 
relent, drop fome, and [often 
the fate of others; I refolved 
" 
t-o conduCt myfelf fo, as to create 
no appearance which might be 
fl:rained into a pretence for hard 
ufage, and which might be re­
torted on my friends when they 
debated for me, or w.hen they 
defended themfelves. I faw the 
earl of STAIR, · I promifed him. 
that I would enter into no ja­
cobite-engagements, and I kf;!pt, 

my 
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my word with him. I writ a 
letter to Mr. fecretary STANHOPE, 

which tnight take off any im~ 
putation of negleCt of the go­
vernment ; and I retired into 
Dauphine to remove the objec­
tion of re:Gdence near the court 
of France. 

THIS retreat from .Paris was 
cenfured in England, and fl:yl­
ed a defertion of my friends 
and of their caufe : with what 
foundation let any reafonable 
man deter~ine. Had I engag­
ed with the pretender before 
the party acted for him, or re­
quired of tne that I !hould do 
fo, J had taken the air of be..­
ing his man ; whereas I look­
~d on myfelf as theirs : I had 

G 3 gone 
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gone about to bring them, in­
to his meafures; whereas I ne­
ver intended, even fince that 
time, to do any thing more 
than to make him as far as pof­
:fible aCt ~onformably to their 
. 

vtews. 

DuRING the fhort time I con­
tinued on the banks of the 
Rhone, the profecutions vvere 
carried on at W efhninfier with 
the utmofl violence, and the 
ferment among the people was 
rifen to fuch a degree, that it 
,could end in nothing better,, 
it might have· ended in fame­
thing worfe, than it did .. The 
meafures which I obferved at 
Paris had turned to no account; 
on the contrary, the letter which 

I writ 
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I writ to Mr. fecretary STAN­

HOPE was quoted as a bafe and 
fawning fubmiffion : and what 
I intended as a mark of refpeB: 
to the governtnent, and a fer­
vice to my friends, was pervert­
ed to ruin me in the opinion 
of the ·latter. The act of at­
tainder, in confequence of my 
impeachment, had pa!fed againfi 
me, for critnes of the blackefl: 
dye : and among other induce­
ments to pafs it, my having been 
engaged in the pre_tender' s in~ 

terefl: was one. How well found­
ed this article was, has already 
appeared : I was jufl: as guil­
ty of the refi. The correfpond­
ence with me was, you know, 
neither frequent nor fafe. I 
heard feldom and darklv from . 

G 4 \'"'ll. 
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you; and tho I faw well enough 
which w~y the curre11t ran, yet 
I WflS entirely ignorant 9f the 
~eaf~r.es yo~ tqok, and of the 
-q[e you inteuqed tq !Ilake of 
m.e. I conteqt~d nlyfelf, there­
fore, with letting yo~ all know, 
that you had but to command 
Ill~, and that J was ready to 
yenttlre in. your fervice the lit­
tle which rema,ined, as frankly 
as I had expofed all which was 
gone. At laft your commands 
came, a~d I £hall fhew you 
in wh~t manner I executed 
them. 

TuE perfon who was fent to 
m,e arrived in the beginning of 
July, one thoufand feven hun­
dre~ and fift~en, at the place 

where 
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where I was. He fpoke in the 
nam~ of all the friend~ whofe 
authority could influence me, 
and he brought ll)e word that 
$codand was not only ready to 
take arms, but under fome fort 
of dilfatisfadion to be withheld 
from ,beginning ; that in Eng­
land the people were exafperat­
¢d againfl: the government to 
fuch a degree, that, far from 
lranting to be encouraged, they 
could. not be reftrained from 
infulting it on evt:ry occafion ; 
that the whole tory party \vas 
become avowedly jacobite; that; 
many officers of the army, anq 
the majority of the foldiers were 
very well affeaed to ~he caufe ; 
that the city of LqQdon was rea .. 
dy tQ rife, .and that the enter·~ 

prifes 
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prifes for feifing of feveral places 
were . ripe for execution : i~ a 
word, that mofl: of the. princi­
pal tories were in a concert with 
the duke of ·ORMOND,· for I had 
preifed particularly to be inform­
ed, whether his grace atl:ed alone, 
or if not, who were his coun­
cil ; and · that the others · were 
fo difpofed, that there remained 
no doubt of their joining as foon 
as the firfl: blow fhould be firuck£ 
He added, that my 'friends \"v7 ere 
a little furprifed to obferve that 
I lay neuter in fuch a conjunc­
ture. ·He reprefented to me the 
danger, I ran of being prevent­
ed by 'people of all fides from 
having the' merit of engaging 
early in this enterprife ; and how 
unaccountable it would be for 

a n1an 
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a man impeached and attainted 
under the · prefent government, 
to take no !hare in bringing a­
bout a revolution fo near at hand 
and fo certain. He entreated_; 
that I would defer no longer to 
join the chevalier ; to ad vife and 
aflift in carrying on his affairs, 

. ,and . to folicit and negotiate at 
the court of France, where n1y 

Jriehds imagined that I ihould 
not fail to meet with a favora­
ble reception, ·and from whence 
they made no doubt of receiving 
aHifl:ance in a fituation of affairs 
fo critical, fo unexpecred, and 
.fo .promiG.ng. He concluded by 
giving 1ne a letter from the pre­
tender, whom he had feen in 
his way to me, in which I was 
preffed .to repair without lofs of 

tin1e 
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time to Commercy : and this 
inftance was grounded on the 
mdfage, which the bearer of the 
letter had ~¥ought me from my 
friends in England. Since he 
was fent to me, it . had been 
tnore proper to have come di­
rectly where I was : but he was 
in hafte to make his own court, 
and to deliver the affurances 
which were entrufted to him. 
Perhaps too he imagined that 
he fhould tie the knot fafter on 
me by acquainting n1e, that my 
friends had aCtually engaged for 
themfelves and me, than by 
barely telling me that they de~ 
fired I would engage for myfelf 
and them. 

I N the progre~ of the con­
verfation 
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verfation he related a multimde 
of facts, which fatisfied me as 
to the general:- difpofition of the 
pe~ple ; but he gave me little 
fatisfaetion as to the mea-fures 
taken for improving this difpo­
fition, for driving the bufinefs 
on with vigor if it tenfkd t-0 a 
revolution) or for fupporting it 
with advantage if it fpun into 
a war. When I quefHoned him 
concerning feveral perfons who-fe 
di:findination to the governm:ent 
admitted of no doubt, and whofe 
names,_ quality, and experience 
were very effential to the fuc~· 
of the undertaking, he owned 
to me, that they kept a great 
teferve, and did at moll but 
encourage others to aCt, by g~ 
neral and. da.rk expreffions. 

IRE-
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I RECEIVED this account and 
this fummons ill in my bed: 
yet important as the matter was, 
a few minutes ferved to deter­
mine me. The circumfl:ances 
wanting to form a reafonable in.:.. 
ducement to engage did not ef­
cape me. But the fmart of a 
bill of attainder tingled in eve­
ry vein : and I looked on my · 
party to be under oppreffion, 
and to call for my affifiance. 
Bdides which, I con:Gdered firft 
that I ihould certainly be in-

' formed, when I conferred with 
the chevalier, of mapy particu­
lars unknown to this gentleman ; 
for I did not imagine that you 
could be fo near to take arms, 
as he reprefented you to be, on 
no other foundation than that 

3 · which 
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1-vhich he expofed : aild fecond­
ly, that I was obliged in honor 
to decl;:tre, without .waiting for 
a more particular infonnation of 
what might be expeCted from 
England; :G.nce my friends .had 
taken their refolution to declare, 
without any previous a:ffurance 
of what might be expeCted from 
France. This fecond motive 
weighed extremely with me at 
that time : there is however more 
found than fenfe in it, and it 
contains . the original error to 

which all your fubfequent~ er­
rors, and the thread of mi~for­
tunes which followed, are to be 
afcribed. 

MY refolution thus taken, I 
loft no time in repairing to 

Com mercy. 
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Commercy. The very :firfl €on~ 
verfations with the chevalier an..: 
fwered in no degree my expetta.­
tk>ns : and I aifure you with , 
great truth, that I b€gan even 
then, if not to repent of my 
own ralhnefs, yet to· be fully con­
Yinced both of yours and mine. 

Htt talked to me like a n1an 
who" expeCted every mom~nt to 
:frt out for Engl~- or Scotland.1 

but who did not v€ry well know 
fOr which : and when he en­
tered into the particulars of his 
affairs, I found that cencern­
ing the former he· had nothing 
more circumfl:antial nor pofitive 
to go upon, than what I had 
already heard·. The advices 
which were fertt from thence 

contained 
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contained fuch aifurances of fuc­
cefs, as it was hard to think 
that men, who did not go upon 
t~e fureft grounds, would pre­
fume to give. But then thefe 
affurances "'·ere general, and 
the authority feldom fatisfaCl:o-:­
ry. Thofe which came from 
the befl: hands were verbal, 'and 
often conveyed by very doubt­
ful meffengers ; others came from 
men whofe fortunes were as de­
fperate as their counfels; and 
others came from perfons whofe 
fituation in the world gave lit­
tle reafon to attend to their judg­
ment in n1atters of this kind. 

THE duke of ORMOND had 
been for fome time, I cannot 
fay how long,. engaged with 

H the 
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the chevalier. He had taken 
the direction of this whole af­
fair, as far as it related to Eng­
land, upon himfelf, and had 
received a commiffion for this 
purpofe, which contained the 
mofl: ample powers that could 
be given. After this, one would 
be apt to imagine, that the prin­
ciples on which the pretender 
fhould proceed, and the tories 
engage in this fervice, had been 
laid down ; that a regular and 
certain method of correfpond­
ence had been efl:ablifhed ; that 
the neceffary affifl:ances had been 
fpecified, and that pofitive af­
furances had been given of them. 
Nothing lefs. In a matter as 
ferious as this, all was loofe ancl. 
abandoned to the difpofition of 

fortune. 
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fortune. The firfl: point had 
never been touched upon : by 
what I have faid above you fee 
how little care was taken of the 
fecond : and as to the third, 
the duke had afk:ed a fmall bo­
dy of regular forces, a fum of 
money, and a quantity of arms 
and ammunition. He had been 
told in anfwer by the court of 
France, that he mufi abfolute­
ly defpair of any number of 
troops whatever ; but he had 
been made in general to hope 
for fome money, fome arms, 
and fome ammunition : a lit­
tle fum had, I think, been ad­
vanced to him. In a cafe fo 
plain as this, it is hard to con­
ceive how any man could err. 
The affiftances demanded from 

H 2 France 
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France at this time,· and even 
greater than thefe, will appear, 
in the fequel of this relation, by 
the fenfe of the \vhole party to 
have been deemed dfentially ne­
ceifary to fuccefs. In fuch an 
uncertainty therefore, whether 
even thefe could be obtained, or 
rather with fo much reafon to 
apprehend that they could not, 
it was evident that the tories 
ought to have lain fl:ill. They 
might have helped the ferment 
againfl: the government, but 
fbould have avoided with the 
ut1nofi care the giving any alarm, 
or even fufpicion of their true 
ddign, and have refumed or 
not refurned it as the chevalier 
\Vas able or not able to provide 
the troops, the arms, the mo-

ney, 
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ney, &c. Infl:ead of which 
thofe who were at the head of 
the undertaking, and therefore 
anfwerable for the meafures which 
were purfued, fuffered the bu­
finefs to jog merrily on. They 
knew in general how little de­
pendence was to be placed on 
foreign fuccour, but aCt:ed as 
if they had been fure of it: while 
the party were rendered fan­
guine by their paffions, and 
made no doubt of fubverting 
a government they were angry 
with, both one and the other 
made as much buftle, and gave 
as great alarm, as would have 
been imprudent even at the eve 
of a general infurre&ion. This 
appeared to me to be the fl:ate 
of things with refpeet to Eng-

H 3 land, 
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land, when I arrived at eom-
mercy. " 

·The Scots -had long preffed 
the chevalier to come amongfl: 
them, and had of late fent fre­
quent meifages to quicken his 
departure, fome of which were 
delivered in terms much more 
zealous than refpetl:ful. The 
truth is, they feemed in as much 
hafl:e to begin, as if they had 
thought themfelves able to do 
the work alone; as if they had 
been apprehenfi.ve of no danger 
but that of feeing it taken out 
of their hands, and of having 
the honor of it :lhared by others. 
However, that which was want­
ing on the pa~t of England was 
not wanting in Scotland : the 

Scots 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. II9 

Scots talked aloud, but they w~re 
in a condition to rife. They 
took little care to keep their 
intentions fecret, but they were 
difpofed to put thofe intentions 
into immediate execution, and 
thereby to render the fecret no 
longer neceffary. They knew 
upon whom to depend for eve­
ry part of the work, and they 
had concerted with the cheva­
lier even to the place of his 
landing . 

. THERE was need of no great 
fagacity to perceive how une­
qual fuch foundations were to 
the weight of the building de­
fi.gned to be raifed on them. 
The Scots with all their zeal 
and all their \valor could bring 

H 4 no 
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no revolution about, unlefs in 
concurrence with the Engliili : 
and among the latter nothing 
was ripe for fuch an undertak~ 
ing but the temper of the peo­
ple, if that was fo. I thought 
therefore that the pretender's 
friends in the north fhould be 
kept from riling, till ~hofe in 
the fouth had put themfelves in 
a condition to aCt ; and that in 
the mean while the uttnoft en­
deavours ought to be ufed v1ith 
the king of FRANCE to efpoufe 
the caufe ; and that a plan of 
the defign, ·with a m()re parti­

cular fpecification of the fuc­
cours defired, as well as of the 
time when, and the place to 
which they :lhould be conveyed, 
ought to be writ for: all which, 

I was 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 121 

I was told by the marlhal of 
BER wrc, who had the principal 
diretl:ion at that titne of thefe, 
affairs in France, and I dare fay 
very truly, had been often aik­
ed but never fent. I looked on 
this enterprife to be of the na­
ture of thofe which can hardly 
be undertaken more than once; 
and I judged that the fuccefs 
of it would- depend on timing, 
as near as pofiible, together the 
infurrection in both parts of the 
if1and~ and the fuccours from 
hence. The pretender approv­
ed this opinion of n1ine. He 
inftrutl:ed me ~accordingly: and 
I left Lorain, after having accept­
ed the feals much againft my 
inclination. I made one condi­
tion with him. It was this : 

3 that 
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that I lhould be at liberty to 
quit a fl:ation, which my humor 
and many other. confiderations 
made me think myfelf very un- . 
fit for, whenever the occafion 
upon which I engaged was o­

ver, one way or other : and I 
defire you to remember that I 
did fo. 

I ARRIVED at Paris towards 
the end of July one thoufand fe­
ven hundred and fifteen. You 
will obferve that all I was charg­
ed with, and all by confequence 
that I am anfwerable for, was 
to folicit this court, and to dif­
pofe them· to grant us the fuc­
cours necdfary to 1nake the at­
tern pt, as foon as we :lhould 
know certainly from England in 

what 
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what it was defired that thefe 
fuccours ihould confifi, and whi­
ther they iliould be fent. Here 
I found a multitude of people 
at work, and every one doing 
what feemed good in his own 
eyes: no fubordination, no or­
der, no concert. Perfons con­
cerned in the management of 
thefe affairs upon former occa­
fions have affured me, this is al­
ways the cafe. It might be fo 
to fome degree ; but I believe 
never fo much as now. The 
jacohites had wrought one ano­
ther up to look on the fuccefs 
of the prefent defigns as infalli­
ble. Every meeting-houfe which 
the populace demoliilied, eve­
ry little drunken riot which hap­
pened, ferved to confirm them . 

Ill 
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in thefe fanguine expectations : 
and there was hardly one amongfl: 
them who would lofe the air of 
contributing by his intrigues to 
the refioration, \vhich, he took 
it for granted, would be brought 
about, without him, in a very few 
weeks. 

CARE- and hope fat on every 
bufy iriih face. Thofe who 
could write and read had letters 
to ihew, and thofe who had 
not arrived to this pitch of eru­
dition had"' their fecrets to whif­
per. No fex was excluded frotn 
this n1inifirv. F ANN.Y OGLE-

" 
THORPE, ' whom you ·mufi have 
feen in England, kept her cor­
ner in it, arid OLIVE TRANT was 
the great wheel of our machine. 

I IMAGINE 
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I IMAGINE that this pitl:ure, 
the lines of which are not in 
the leafi too ftrong, would ferve 
to reprefent what paffed on your 
fide of the water at the fame 
time. The letters which caine 
from thence feemed to me to 
contain rather fuch things as the 
writers wifhed might be true, 
than fuch as they knew to be 
fo : and the accounts which were 
fent from hence were of the fame 
kind. The vanity of fame, and 
the credulity of others fupport­
ed this ridiculous correfpondence ; 
and I queftion not but very 
many perfons, fame fuch I have 
known, did the fame thing 
from a principle which they took 
to be a very wife one: they ima­
gined .that they helped by thefe 

means 
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means to maintain and to in­
creafe the fpirit of the party in 
England and France. 1'hey 
aCted like THoAs, that turbu­
lent aetolian, who brought AN­
TIOcHus into Greece : " qui­
" bus mendaciis de rege, mul­
" tiplicando verbis copias ejus, 
" erexerat multorum in Graecia 
" animos ; iifdem et regis fpem 
" inflabat, omnium votis eum 
" arceffi." Thus were num­
bets of people employed under 
a notion of advancing the bufi­
nefs, or from an affeCtation of 
importance, in amufing and flat­
tering one another, and in found­
ing the alarm in the ears of an 
enemy, whom it was their in­
terefl: to furprife~ The govern­
ment of England was put. on 

. ' 
I It 3 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 127 

it's guard : and the nece.ffity of 
a.Cl:ing, or of laying afi.de with 
fome difadvantage all thoughts 
of aCting for the prefent, was 
precipitated, before any mea­
fures neceifary to enable you to 
aCt had been prepared, or almoft 
thought of. 

IF his majefl:y did not, till 
fome iliort time after this, de­
clare the intended invafion to 
parliament, it was not for want 
of information. Before I came 
to Paris, what was doing had 
been difcovered~ The little arma­
ment made at the Havre, which 
furnifhed the only means the 
chevalier then had for his tranf­
portation into Britain, which had 
exhaufted the treafury of St. Ger-. 

mains, 
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mains, and which contained all 
the arms and ammunition that 
could be depended upon for 
the whole undertaking, tho they 
were hardly fi1ffi.cient to begin 
the work even in Scotland, was 
talked of publicly. A minifl:er 
lefs alert and lefs capable than 
the earl of STAIR, would eafily 
have been at the bottom of the 
fecret, for fo it was called, when 
the particulars of meffages re­
ceived and fent, the names of 
the perfons from whom they 
ca1ne, and by whom they were 
carried, were whifpered about at 
tea-tables and in' coffee-houfes. 

IN fhort; what by the indif­
cretion of people here, what by 
the rebound which can1e often 

back 
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back from London, what by 
the private interefl:s and ambitious 
views of perfons il) the fre~ch 
court, and what by other caufes 
unnecdfary to be examined now, 
the mofl: private }ranfaCl:ions came 
to light: and they, who imagin­
ed that they trufl:ed their heads 
to the. keeping of one or two 
friends, were in reality at the 
mercy of numbers. Into fuch 
company was I fallen, for my 
fins : and it is upon the credit 
of fuch a mob minifiry, that 
the tories have judged me capa­
ble of betraying a trufl:, or inca­
pabl~ of difcharging it. 

I H AD made very little pro­
grefs in the buftnefs which 
brought me to Paris, when 

I the 
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the .paper fo long expeC\:ed was 
fent, in purfuance of former 
inftances, from England. The 
unanimous fenfe of the princi­
pal perfons engage~ .. was contain­
ed in it. The whole had been 
diCl:ated word for word to the 
gentleman, who brought it over, 
by the earl of MAR, and it had 
been delivered to . him by the 
duke of ORMOND. I was driv­
ing in the wide ocean without 
a compafs, when this dropped 
unexpeCtedly into my hands. I 
received it joyfully, and I fteer~ 
ed my courfe exaCtly by it. 
\Vhether the perfons from whom 
it came purfued the principles, 
and obferved the rules which 
they laid down as the meafures 
r()f their own conduct and of 

ours, 
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ours, will appear by the fequc:l 
of this relation. 

Tais memorial affertecl; that 
there were no hopes of fuc­
ceeding in a prefent undertak­
ing, for many reafons deduced 
in it, without an. immediate and 
univerfal ri:fing of the people in 
all parts of England upon the 
chevalier's arrival; and that this 
infurreCl:ion was in no degree 
probable unlefs he brought a bo­
dy of regular troops along with 
him : that, if this attempt mif­
c'J,rried, his caufe and his friends, 
the engliili liberty and govern­
ment, would be utterly ruined : 
but, if by coming without troops 
he refolved to rifque thefe and 
every thing elfe, he muft fet out 

I 2 fG 
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fo as not to arrive before the end' 
of Septetnber, 0. S. to jufrify 
which opinion many arguments 
were urged. In this cafe twen­
ty thoufand arms, a train of 
artillery, , five hundred officers 
with their fervants, and a con­
fiderable fu1n of 1noney were de­
n1anded : and as foon as they 
ibould be informed that the 
chevalier was in condition to 
make this provifion, it was faid 
that notice Jhould be given him 
of the places to which he might 
fend, and of the perfons who 
were to be trufied. I ·do not 
mention fome inconvenien<:ies 
which they touched upon arif­
ing from a delay; becaufe their 
opinion was clearly for this de­
lay, and becaufe that they could 

not 
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not fuppofe that the chevalier 
would aCJ::, or that thofe about 
him · would ad vife him to aa, 
contrary to the fenfe of all his 
friends in England. No time 
was loft in making the . proper 
ufe of this paper. As n1uch of 
it as was fit to be fbewn to 
this court was tran:lla ted in to 
French, and laid before the king 
of FRANCE.. I was now able 
to fpeak with greater affurance, 
and in fome fort to undertake 
conditionally for the ·event of 
things. 

T H E propofal of violating 
treaties, fo lately and fo folemn­
ly conclude-d, was a very bold 
one to be made to people, what­
ever their inclinations might be, 

I 3 whom 
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whom the war had reduced tQ 
the loweft ebb of riches and 
power~ They woulq not hear 
of a qire8: and open e11gage; 
ment~ fuch 'lS the fending a bo..:. 
dy of troops would have peen; 
neither would they grant the 
whole of what was alk:ed in the 
fecond plan. But it was im­
poffible for them,. or any one 
elfe, tq forefee how far thofe 
fteps which they were wUling 
to take, well improved, . might 
have encouraged or forced them 
to go. They granted us fome 
fuccours, and the very fhip in 
which the pretender was to tianf­
pon hirnfelf was fitted out by 
l>EPINE n' A,NICAN,T at the king 
of FRANCE's expence. They 
·would have COI}cealed thefe ap~ 

pearanc~~ 
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pearances as much as they could ; 
but the heat of the ·whigs and 
the refentment of the court of 
England might have drawn them 
in. We fhould have been glad 
indireCl:l y to concur in fixing 
thefe things upon them: and, 
in a word, if the late king had 
lived ftx months longer, I verily 
believe there had been war again 
be~ween England and France~ 
This was the only point of. time 
whea thefe affairs had, to my 
apprehenfi.on, the leaf!: reafon­
able appearance even of poffi­
bility : all that preceded was 
wild and uncertain : all that 
followed was mad and defpe­
rate. But this favorable flfpeCl: 
had an extreme fhort duration. 
Two events foon happened, one 

I 4 of. 
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of which cafl: a damp on all we 
were doing, and the other ren­
dered vain and fruitlefs all we had 
done. The firft was the arrival 
ofthedukeof0RMOND in France, 
the other was the death of the 
king. 

WE had founded the duke's 
name high. His reputation and 
the opinion of his power were 
great. The French began to 
believe that he was able to fonn 
and to head a party ; that the 
troops would join him ; that 
the nation would follow the :lig­
na} whenever he drew his fword: 
and the voice of the people, 
the echo of which was continu­
ally in their ears, con:finned thetn 
in this belief. But when, in the 

midft 
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midft of all thefe bright ideas, 
they faw him arrive, almofl: li­
terally alone, when, to excufe 
his coming, I was obliged to 
tell them, that he could not 
flay; they funk at once from 
their hopes : and that which 
generally happens happened in 
this cafe ; becaufe they had had 
too good an opinion of the caufe, 
they began to form too bad an 
one. Before this time, if they 
had no friendfhip for the tories, 
they ·had at leafl: fmne confi.dera­
tion and efl:eem. After this, I 
faw nothing but compaffion in 
the heft of them, and contempt 
in the others. 

WHEN I arrived at Paris, tl,~ 

king was already gone to 1v1ad<;,', 
Vicr}l ,~,.,"' 

v - ~ ......... ~---
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where tht:; indifpofition which he 
had begun to feel at Verfailles 
increafed upon. him. He was 
the befl: friend the chevalier had : 
and when I engaged in this 
bufinefs, my principal depend­
ence was on his perfonal cha­
rader. This failed me to a 
great degree : he was not in a 
condition to exert the fame vi­
gor as formerly. The minifl:ers, 
who faw fo great an event as 
his death to be probably at hand, 
a certain minority, an uncer­
tain regency, perhaps confufton, 
a.t befl: a new face of govern­
ment and a new fyftem . of af­
fairs, would not, for their own 
fakes, as well as for the fake 
of the public, venture to engage 
fa.r in any ne\v meafures. All 

I had 
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I had to negotiate by myfelf 
fidl, and in <;onjunetion with 
the duke of ORMOND foon af­
terwards, languilhed with the 
king. My hopes funk as he de­
~lined~ and died when he ex­
pired. The event of things ha8 
fufficiently £hewn that all thofe, 
which were eqtertained by the 
dl,lke and the jacobite party un­
der the regency, were founded 
on th~ groffefl: delufions im~gin­
abl~. Thus was the projeCt be~ 
come impr-~&~cable before the 
time arrived, which was fixed 
by thofe, who direCted things in 
England, for putting it in exe­
cution. 

T H ~ new government of 
France appeared to me li~e a 

ftrange 
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fl:range country. I was little ac­
quainted with the roads. Molt 
of the faces I met with were un­
known to me, and I hardly 
underftood the language of the 
people. Of the men who had 
been in power under, the late 
reign, many were difcarded, 
and niofl: of the others were too 
much taken up with the thoughts 
of fecuring themfelves under this, 
to rec~ive applications in favor 
of the pretender. The two m~. 
-who had the greateft appear­
ance of favor and power were 
n' AGuEssEAU and NoAILLES. 

One was made chancellor, on 
the death of VoiSIN, from at­
torney general ; and the other 
\vas placed at the head of the 
treafury. The :firft paffes for 

3 aman 
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a man of parts, but he never 
aCl:ed out of the fphere· of the 
law : I had no acquaintance with 
him befor~ this time ; and when 
you confider his circumftances 
and mine, you will not· think 
it could be very eafy for me to 
get accefs to him n~w. The 
latter I had known. extren1ely 
well whilft the late king lived : 
and from the fame court . prin­
ciple, as he was glad to be well 
with me then, he would hardly 
know me now. ·The * mini­
fl:er who had the principal di~ 
rection- of foreign affairs I lived 
in frieridiliip with, and · I mull: 
own tb ·his honor, that· he ne­
ver encouraged a defign, which 
he knew that his court had no 
inten~ion of fupporting. 

¥ M. o'HuxELLES. THERE 
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Ta:Sa:E were other perfons1 

not to tire you with farther par ... 
ticulars upon this head, of cre­
dit and influence, with whom 
I found indireCl: and private ways 
of converfi.ng : but it was in · 
vain to expett any more than 
civil ·language from them, in a 
cafe which they -found no· dif­
pofition in their mafter to coun­
tenance, and in favor of which 
they had . no prejudices of their 
own. The private engagements 
into whieh the duke of OR­
LEANS had entered with his ma­
jefty, during the life of the late 
king, will abate of their force 
as the regent grows into ftrength, 
and would foon have had no 
force at all if the pretender had · 
m~t with fuc(:efs: but in thefe 

4 begin-
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beginnings they operated very 
firongly. The air of this court 
was to take the counterpart of 
all which had been thought 
right under LEwis the four­
teenth. " Cela refemble trop 
.. , '\ 1' . r.. fl: \ " a anc1en 1y erne, was an 
anfwer fo often given, that it 
became a jefl:, and almofl: a pro­
verb. But to · finii.h this ac­
count with a faa· which is in­
credible, but fl:rietly true ; the 
very peace, which· had faved 
France from ruin, and the mak­
ers of it, were become as unpo­
pular. at this court, as at the 
court of Vienna. 

THE duke of 0RMON D flatter­
ed himfelf in this fl:ate of things, 
that he had opened a pnvate 

and 
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and fure channel of arriving at 
the regent, and of bending him 
to his purpofes. His grace and 
I lived together at this time in 
an houfe which one ofmy friends 
had lent me. I obferved that 
he was frequently loll, and that 
he made continual excurfions 
out of town, with all th~ myf­
terious precaution imaginable. 
I doubted at ':6.rfr, whether thefe 
intrigues related to bufmefs or 
.pleafure. I foon difcovered with 
whom they were carried on, and 
had reafon to believe that both 
were mingled in then1. It is ne­
ceffary that I explain this fecret 
to you. 

MRs. TRANT, whom I have 
named above, had been pre­

paring 
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paring herfelf for the retired ab­
fiemious life of a * carmelite, by 
taking a furfeit of the pleafures 
of Paris; ; when a little before 
the death of the queen, or a­
bout that time, ilie went into 
England. What ihe was entruft­
ed, either by the chevalier, , or 
any other perfon, to negotiate 
there, I am ignorant of ; and 
it imports not much to know. 
In that journey ihe made or re­
newed an acquaintance \Vith the 
duke of ORMOND. The Scan­
dalous chronicle affirms, that 
ilie brought with her, when :lhe 
returned into France, a woman, 

* She ufed to pretend a refolution of 
turning nun. She is fince married to the 
duke of BouiLLeN-'s brother, who was too 
much diihonored by his former life, to be 
fo even by this fcandalolls match. 

K. of 
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of whom I have not the leaft 
knowledge, but who was pro­
bably handfon1e ; fince without 
beauty fuch a merchandife would 
not have been faleable, nor have 
anfwered the defign of the im­
porter : and that ihe made this 
way. her court to the regent .. 
Whatever her merit was, fhe kept 
a correfpondence with him, and 
put herfelf upon that foot of fa­
miliarity, which he permits all 
thofe, who contribute to his plea­
fures, to aifume. She was placed 
I,y him, as ilie told me herfelf, 
where I found her fome time af­
ter that which I am fpeaking 
of, in the houfe of an antient 
gentlewoman, who had formerly 
been maid of honor to Madame, 
and vvho had contracted at court 

a fpirit 
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a fpirit of intrigue, which ac­
companied her in her retreat. 

THESE two had affociated to 
them the abbe de TEsrEu, in 
all the political parts of their bu­
finefs; for I will not fuppofe that 
fo reverend an ecdefi.afiic entered 
into any other fecret. This abbe 
is the regent's fecretary : and it 
was chiefly through him that the 
private treaty had been carried 
on between his 1nafi~r and the 
earl of STAIR in the king's reign. 
Whether the priefi had fiooped 
at the lure of a cardinal's hat, 
or whether he acted the fecond 
part by the fame orders that 
he aaea the firft, I know not. 
This is fure, and the britiih mi­
nifier was not the bubble of it, 

K 2 that 
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that whilfl: he concerted mea­
fures on one hand to traverfe the 
pretender's defigns, he tefl:ified 
on the other all the inclination 
poffible to his fervice. A mad 
fellow, who had been an inten­
dant in Normandy, and feveraf 
other politicians of the lowell: 
form, were at different times 
taken into this famous junto. 

W 1 T H thefe worthy people 
his grace of ORMOND negotiated; 
and no care was omitted on his 
part to keep me out of the fe­
cret. The reafon of which, as 
far as I am able to guefs at, 
fhall be explained to you by and 
by. I 1night very jufi:ly have 
taken this proceeding ill, and 
the duke will not be able to :lind 
"' """". J • 4- In 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 149 

in my whole conduct towards 
him any thing like it: I proteft 
to you very :G.ncerely I was not in 
the leafl: moved at it. 

HE advanced not a fl:ep in his 
bu:G.nefs with thefe iham mini­
fters, and yet imagined th.:~:t he 
got daily ground. I made no 
progrefs with the true ones, but 
I faw it. Thefe, however, were 
not our only difficulties. We 
lay under another, which came 
frpm your fide, and which eln­
barraffed us more. The :fidl 
,hindered us frotn working for...; 
ward to our point of view, but 
_the fecond took all point qf view 
from us. 

A PAPER was fent into Eng-
K 3 land 
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land jufi before the death of the 
king of FRANcE, which had been 
drawn by me at Chaville in con­
cert with the dukes of ORMOND 
and BERwrc, ·and with monfieur 
de ToReY. This paper was an 
anfwer to the memorial received 
from thence. The :fl:ate of this 
country was truly reprefented in 
it: the difference was .fixed be­
tween what had been afked, and 
what might be expected from 
France; and upon the whole it 
was demanded what our friends 
would do, and what they would 
have us to do ? The reply to 
this came through the french 
fecretary of fl:ate to our hands. 
They declared then1felves una­
ble to fay any thing, til~ they 
:lhould fee what turn affairs 

would 
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would take on fo great an event 
as the death of the king, the 
report of which had reached 
them. 

SucH a declaration ihut our 
mouths and tied our hands. I 
confefs I knew neither how to 
folicit~ nor what to folicit; this 
lafr meffage fufpending the pro­
jeCt on which we had aB:ed be­
fore, and which I kept as an 
infi:rutl:ion confl:antly before my 
eyes~ It feemed to me uncer­
tain, whether you intended to 

go on, or whether your deG.gn 
was to frifle, as much as poffi­
ble, all pafi: tranfatl:ions ; to lie 
perfettly frill ; to throw upon 
the court the odium of having 
given a falfe alarm, and to wait 

K 4 ti11 
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till new accidents at hon1e, and 
a more favorable conjuncture a­
broad, might tempt you to re-
fume the enterprife. Perhaps 

1 

this would have been the wifefl: 
gatne .you could have played: 
but then, you ihould have con""" 
certed it with us who acted for 
you here. You intended np.fuch 
thing, as appeared afterwards : 
and therefore thofe who aB:ed 
for the party at,London, whoever 
they were, mufi be deemed inex­
cufable for leaving things on the 
foot of this meUage, ·and gi vi:n.g 
us no aqyice fit to be depended 
upon for . many, weeks. • Whilfl: 
preparations were to . be. made, 
.and the wor:k was to be fet a go­
ing by affiflance frotn hence, you 
:might r~afo11ably e~petl: to hear 

frotn 
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Jrom us, and to be determined 
by us : but when all hopes of this 
kind feemed to be gone, it was 
your part to determine us, and 
we could take no refolution here, 
but that of conforn1ing ourfelves 
to whatever Jhould come prefcrib­
ed from England. 

WHILST we were in this con­
dition, the Inofi defperate that 
can be imagined, we began to 
receive verbal meliages from you, 
that no more time was to be loft, 
and that the cheva1ier lhould 
come away. No man was, I be­
lieve, ever fo embarraffed as I 
found myfelf at that titne. I 
could not imagine that you would 
content yourfelves by loofe verbal 
me{fages, after all that had hap-

pened, 
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pened, to call us over ; and I 
knew by experience how little 
fuch meffi:tges are to be depended 
on. For, ;:oon after I engaged 
in thefe affairs, a mo~k arrived 
at Bar, difpo.tched, as he affinn- · 
ed, by the duke of ORMOND, in 
whofe name he infified that the 
chevalier :lhould hafien into Bri­
tain, and that nothing but his 
prefence was wanting to place the 
crown on his head. The fel­
low delivered his errand fo pofi­
tively, and fo circumfiantially, 
that the refolution was taken at 
Bar to fet out, and my rendez­
vous to join the chevalier was 
appointed me. This method to 
fetch a king, with as little cere­
tnony as one would invite a friend 
to fupper, appeared fomewhat 

odd 
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odd to me, who was then very 
new in thefe affairs. But when 
I came to talk with the man, for 
by good luck he had been fent 
for from Bar to Paris, I eafuy 
difcerned that he had no fuch 
commiffion as he pretended to, 
and that he aCted of his own 
head. I prefumed to oppofe the 
taking any refolution upon his 
word, tho he was a monk : and 
foon after we knew from the duke 

I 

of ORMOND himfelf, that he had 
never fent him. 

THIS example made me cau­
tious; but that which determin­
ed my opinion was, that I could 
never imagine, without fuppof­
ing you all run mad, that the 
fame men who judged this at-

3 tempt 
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tempt unripe for execution, un­
lefs fupported by regular troops 
from France, or at· leaft by all 
the other affifl:ances which ar~ 
enumerated above, while· the de­
fign was much tnore fecret than 
at prefent ; when the king had 
no fleet at fea, nor more than 
eight thoufand men difpeded 
over the whole ifiand ; when we 
had the good wifues of the french 
court on our !ide, .. and were 
fure -of fome particular affiftan­
ces, and of a general-oonnivance; 
that the fa1ne men, I fay, ihould 
prefs for tnaking :it now without 
any, 'Other preparation, when we 
had neither money, arms, am­
rnu.p.ition, nor a fingle compa.,. 
ny of foot; when the govern­
tnent of England was on _ it's 

guard, 
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guard, national troops were raif­
ed, foreign forces fent for, and 
France, like all the refl: of the 
continent, againft us. I could 
not conceive fuch a fl:range com-­
bination of accidents as fhould 
make the neceffity of acting in­
creafe gradually upon us, as the 
means of doing fo were taken 
from us. 

UPoN the whole matter, my 
opinion was, and I did not ob­
ferve the duk'e of ORMOND to 
differ from me, that we {hould 
wait till we heard from you in 
fuch a manner, as might affure 
us of what you intended to de 
yourfelves, and of what you ex­
petted from us; and that in the 
mean while we lhould go as far 

as 
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as the little money which we 
had, and the little favor which 
was fhewn us would allow, in 
getting fome embarkations ready 
on the coaft. 

SrR GEORGE BYNG had come 
into the road of Havre, and had 
demanded by name feveral fhi ps 
which belonged to us, to be 
given up to him. The regent 
did not think fit to let him have 
the iliips; but he ordered them 
to be unloaded, and their car­
goes were put into the king' s 
magazines. We were in no con­
dition to repair the lofs ; and 
therefore, when I mention em­
barkations, you will pleafe to un­
derftand nothing more than vef­
fels to tranfport the;; pretender's 

perf on, 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 159 

perfon, and the perfons of thofe 
who iliould go over with him. 
This was all we could do, and 
this was not negleCted. 

WE were thus employed when 
a gentleman arrived from Scot­
land to reprefent the fl:ate of that 
country, and to require a defi­
nitive anfwer from the chevalier, 
whether he would have the in­
furrea:ion to be made immedi­
ately, which they apprehended 
they might not be able to make 
at all if they were obliged to 
defer it much longer. This gen­
tleman was fent infiantly back 
again, and was diretl:ed to let 
the perfons he came from know, 
that the chevalier was deftrous 
to have the rifing of his friends . 

111 
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in England and Scotland fo ad­
jufl:ed, that they might mutually 
affifl: each other, and difiratl: 
the enemy ; that he had not re­
ceived a final anfwer from his 
friends in England, but that he 
was in daily expeCtation of it; 
that it was very much to be wifh­
ed, that all attempts in Scotland 
could be fufpended till fuch tin1e 
as the Engliih were ready ; hut 
that if the Scots were fo preffed 
that, they mufl: either fubmit or 
rife immediately,- he was of opi­
nion they fhould rife, and he 
would make the beH: of his way 
to them. 

WHAT this forwardnefs in the 
Scots, and this uncertainty and 
backwardnefs in the Englifh muft 

produce, 
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produce, it was not hard to fore­
fee ; and therefore, that I might 
negletl: nothing in my power to 
prevent any falfe meafures, as I 
was confcious to myfelf that I 
had negleCted nothing to pro­
mote true ones, I difpatched a 
gentleman to London, where I 
fuppofed the earl of MAR to be, 
fome days before the meffage I 
have juft fpoken of was fent to 
Scotland. I deftred him to make 
my compliments to lord MAR, 

and to tell him from me, that 
I underftood it to be his fenfe, 
as well as the f€nfe of all our 
friends, that Scotland could do 
nothing effeCtually without the 
concurrence of England, and 
that .England would not ftir with­
O¥t affiftance from abroad ; that 

L he 
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he might affure himfelf no fuch, 
affifl:ance could be depended up­
on ; and that I begged of him 
to make the inference from thefe 
propofitions. The gentleman 
went ; but upon his arrival at 
London he found that the earl 
of MAR was already fet out to 
draw the Highlande.i:s into arms. 
He communicated his meffage 
to a perfon *of confidence, who 
undertook to fend it after his lord­
fhip: and this was the utmoft 
which either he or I could do in 
fuch a conjunCture. 

You were now vifibly depart­
ed from the very fcheme which 
you had fent us over, and from 

* Mr. LEwrs, who belonged to the earl 
of OXFORD, 

all 
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all the principles which had been 
ever laid down. I did what 
I could to keep up my own fpi­
rit, as well as the fpirits of the 
chevalier, and of all thofe with 
whom I was in correfpondence: 
I endeavoured even to deceive 
myfelf. I could not remedy 
the mifchief, and I was refolv­
ed to fee the conclufion of the 
perillous adventure. But I own 
to you, that I thought then, and 
that I have not changed my opi­
nion fince, that fuch meafures 
as thefe would not be purfued, 
by any reafonable man, in the 
mofl: common_ affairs of life. It 
was with the utmofl: afl:onifh~ 

ment that I faw them purfued 
in the condutt of an enterprife, 
which had for it's objeCl nothing 

L 2 lefs 
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lefs than the difpofition of crowns, 
and for the means of bringing it 
about nothing lefs than a civil 
war. 

IMPATIENT that we heard no­
thing from England, when we 
expeCted every moment to hear 
that the war was begun in Scot­
land; the duke of ORMOND and 
I refolved to fend a perfon * of 
confidence to London. We in­
firuCl:ed him to repeat to you 
the former accounts, which we 
had fent ·over, to let you know 
how defiitute the chevalier was~ 
either of aCtual fupport, or even 
of reafonable hopes ; and to de­
fire that you would determine 

* Mr. EzECHIEL HAMILTON: he got 
all the papers by heart. 

I whether 
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whether he fhould go to Scot­
land, or throw himfelf on fome 
part of· the engliih coafi. This 
perfon was farther infiructed to 
tell you, that, the chevalier be­
ing ready to take any refolu­
tion at a moment's warning, you 
might depend on his fetting out 
the infiant he received your an­
fwer: and therefore that to [ave 
time, if your intention was to 
rife, you would do well to act 
immediately, on the aff'urance 
that the plan you prefcribed, be 
it what it would, fhould be 
exactly complied with. We took 
this refolution the rather, be­
caufe one of the pacquets which 
had been prepared in cypher, 
to give you an account of things, 
which had been put above three 

L 3 weeks 
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weeks before into monG.eur de 
ToRcv's hands, and which by 
confequence we thought to be in 
yours, was by this time fent back 
to me by this minifter, I think 
open, with an excufe that he 
durfl: not·take upon him to for­
ward it. 

THE perfon difpatched to Lon­
don returned v;ery foon to us, 
and the·anfwer he brought was*, 
that fince affairs grew daily worfe, 
and could not mend by delay, 
our friends in England had re­
folved to declare immediately, 
and that they would be ready 
to join the chevalier on his land­
ing : that his perfon would be 

* LANSDOWN gave this anfwer in the 
name of all the perfons privy to the fecret. 

as 
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as fafe there as in Scotland,. and 
that, in every other refpeet, it 
was better that he :lhould land 
in England ; that they had ufed 
their utmofl: endeavours, and 
that they hoped the wefl:ern 
counties were in a good pof­
ture to receive him. To this 
was added, a general indica­
tion of the place he :lhould come 
to, as near to Plymouth as pof­
fible. 

You mufl: agree, that this 
was not the anfwer of men who 
knew what they were about. A 
little more precifton was necef­
fary in dictating a 1neffage, ~.vhich 
was to have fuch confequences: 
and efpecially ftnce the gentle­
man could not fail to acquaint 

L 4 the 
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the perfons he fpokc with, that 
the chevalier was not able to car­
ry men enough to fecure him 
from being taken up, even by 
the firft conftable. Notwith­
ftanding this; the duke of OR­

MOND fet out from Paris, and 
the chevalier from Bar. Some 
perfons were fent to the north 
of England, and others to Lon­
don, to give n<M:ice that they 
were both on their way. Their 
routs were fo ordered, that the 
duke of ORMOND was to fail -
from the coaft of Normandy 
fome days before the chevalier 
arrived at St. Malo, to which 
place the duke was to fend im­
mediate notice of his landing ; 
and two gentlemen acquaint-
ed with the country, and perfeCt­

ly 
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ly well known to all our friends 
in thofe parts, were difpatched 
before, that the people of De­
vonihire and Somerfetihire, who 
were, we concluded, in arms, 
might be apprifed of the fignals 
which were to be made from the 
fhips, and might be ready to re­
ceive the duke. 

ON the coafl: of France, and 
before his en1barkation, the duke 
heard that feveral of our prin­
cipal friends had been feifed, im­
mediately after the perfon who 
came laft from them had left 
London ; that the others were 
all difperfed; and that the con­
fternation was univerfal. He 
embarked notwithfl:anding this 
melancholy news, and, fupport-

ed 



I 70 A L E T T E R to 

ed by nothing but the firmnefs 
of his temper, he went over te 
the place appointed : he did more 
than his part, and he found that 
our friends had done lefs than 
theirs. One of the gentlemen, 
who had paffed over before him, 
and had traverfed part of the 
country, joined him on the coaft, 
and affured him that there was 
not the leafl: rooJn to expeCt a 
riling. In a word, he \Vas refuf­
ed a night's lodging in a country 
which we had been told was in 
a good pofl:ure to receive the 
chevalier, and where the duke 
expeCted that multitudes would 
repair to him. 

HE returned to the coaft of 
Britany after this uncomfortable 

expedition, 
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expedition, where the chevalier 
arrived about the fame time from 
Lorain. What his grace pro­
pofed by the fecond attempt, 
which he made as foon as the 
vdfel could be refitted, to land 
in the fame part of the ifland, I 
profefs myfelf to be ignorant. I 
writ him my opinion at the time, 
and I have always thought, that 
the fl:orm in which he had like 
to haye been caft away, and 
which forced him back to the 
french coafl:, fa ved him from a 
n1uch greater peril, that of pe­
riiliing in an attempt-as full of 
extravagant rafhnefs, and as void 
of all reafonable meaning, as any 
of thofe adventures which have 
rendered the hero of La Mancha 
imn1ortal. 

THE 
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THE chevalier had now but 
one of thefe two things left 
him to do, one was to return 
to Bar, the other was to go to 
Scotland, where there were peo­
ple in arms for him. He took 
this lafl: refolution. He left Bri­
tany, where he had as many 
minifl:ers as there were people 
about him, and where he was 
eternally teifed with noify dif­
putes about what was to be done 
in circumll:ances, in which no 
reafonable thing could be done. 
He fent to have a veffel got rea­
dy for him at Dunkirk, and he 
croffed the country as privately as, 
he could. 

WHILST all thefe things paffed, 
I remained at Paris, to try if by 

any 
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any means fonJe affifl:ance might 
be at lafl: procured; without 
which it was evident, ev.en to 
thofe who flattered themfelves the 
mofl:, that the game was up. 

No fooner was the duke of 
_ORMOND gone from Paris, on the 
deftgn which I have mentioned, 
and Mrs. TRANT, who had ac­
companied him part of the way, 
returned, but I was fent for to 
a little houfe at Madrid in the 
Bois de Boulogne, where :lhe liv­
ed with madetnoifelle de C:H Au s­
s ER Y, the antient gentlewoman 
with whom the duke of OR­
LEANs had placed her. Thefe 
two perfons opened to tne what 
had paffed whilfl: the duke of 
ORMOND was here, and the 

hopes 
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hopes they had of drawing the 
regent into all the rnea.fures ne­
ceffary to fupport the attempts 
which were making in favor of 
the chevalier. 

Bv what they told me at firfi, 
I faw that they had been trufl:­
ed ; and by what paired in the 
courfe of my treating with them, 
it appeared, that they had the 
accefs which they pretended to. 
All, which I had been able to 
do by proper perfons and in pro­
per methods, fi.nce the king of 
FRANcE's death, amounting to 
little or nothing, I refol ved, at 
lafl:, to try what was to be done 
by this indireCt way. I put my­
felf under the conduCt of thefe 
female managers ; and, without 

I havino­o 
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having the fame dependen~e on 
them as his grace of ORMOND 

had, I pufhed their credit and 
their power as far as they reach­
ed, during the time I continu­
ed to fee them. I met with 
fmoother language and greater 
hopes than had been given me 
hitherto. A note figned by the 
regent, fuppofed to be writ to 
a woman, but which was to be 
explained to be intended for the 
earl of MAR, was put into my 
hands to be fent to Scotland. I 
took a copy of it, which you 
may fee at the end of thefe pa­
pers*. When Sir JOHN ARES­

KINE came to prefs for fuccour, 
the regent was prevailed upon by 

* This note has not been found among 
the author's parers. 

thefe 
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thefe women to fee. him; but he 
carried nothing real back with 
him, except a quantity of gold, 
part of the n1oney which we had 
drawn from Spain, and which was 
loft with the velfel, in a very odd 
manner, on the fcotch coafi. The 
duke of ORMOND had been pro­
mifed [even or eight thoufand 
arms, which were drawn out of 
the magazines, and faid to be 
lodged, I think, at Compeigne. 
I ufed my utmofi efforts that 
thefe arms might be carried for­
ward to the coafi, and I under­
took for their tranfportation : but 
all was in vain; fo that the likeli- . 
hood of bringing any thing to ef­
fect in tin1e appeared to me no 
greater, than I had found it before 
I entered into this intrigue. 

I SOON 
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I sooN grew tired of a com­
merce, which nothing but fuc­
cefs could render tolerable ; and 
refolved to be no longer amuf­
ed by the pretences, which were 
d.aily repeated to me, that the 
regent had entertained perfonal 
prejudices againft me, and that 
he was infenfibly, and by de­
grees, to be dipped in our mea­
fures ; that both thefe things 
required time, but that they 
would certainly be brought 
about, and that we fhould then 
be able tor anfwer. all the ex40 

peB:ations of the Engliih and 
the Scotch. The firft of thefe 
pretences contained a ' faa, 
which I could hardly perfuade 
myfelf to be , true; becaufe I 
knew very certainly, that I had 

M ne ... 
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never given his royal highnefs 
the_ leafl: occa:Gon for fuch pre­
judices: the fecond was a work 
which might fpin out into a 
great and uncertain length. I 
took my refolution to drive what 
related to m yfelf to an imme­
diate explanation, and what re­
lated to others to an immedi­
ate deciG.on; not to fuffer any 
excufe for doing nothing to be 
founded on my cond utt, nor 
the falvation, if I could hinder 
it1 of fo many gallant men, as 
"vere in arms in Scotland, to refi: 
on the fuccefs of fuch won1ani.(h: 
projects. · I iliali. tell you what 
I did on the firft head now;, and 
\vhat I did on the fecond here­
after in it's proper place~ 
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THE faCt, tvhich it was faid 
the regent laid to my charge, 
was a correfpondence with lord 
STAIR; al1.d having been one 
night at his houfe, from whence 
I did not tetire till three in 
the morning; As foon as I 
g9t held of t~is, I ddired the 
marfhal of BERwrc to go to 
him. The marfhal told him 
from me, that I had been ex-· 
tl"em~ly c0nc-etned, to hear in 
gtneral; that I-lay under his dif­
pleafure ; that a ftory, which it 
was fa-id h~ believed, had been re­
lated to me ; that I expeded the 
juil:ice, which he could deriy to 
no man, of having the accufation 
proved, in which cafe I was con..:. 
ten ted to pafs for the la:fl: of 
human kind; or of being jufii-

M 2 fied, 
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fied, if it could not be proved. 
f-Ie anfwered, that fuch a fl:ory 
had been related to hi1n by fuch 
perfons as he thought would not 
have deceived hi1n; that he had 
been fince convinced, that it 
wa~ falfe, and that I fhould 
be fatisfied of his regard for me: 
~ut. that, he muft own, . he was 
very uneafy to find that I, who 
GoulcJ apply to ·him through the 
rnadhal D' H u x ELL E s, could 
chufe to treat with Mrs. TRANT, 
a~4 the reft ; for he named all 
the .cabal, except his fecreta­
ry, whon1 I had never met at 
l'!lademoifelle CHAUSSERY's. He 
added that thefe people teifed 
hirn, at my inftigation, to death; 
and that they were not fit to be 
trufied with any bu!inefs. He 

ap-
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applied to fo1ne of then1 the fe­
verefi epithets. The mar:f11al of 
BER WI c replied, that he was 
fure I :ihould receive the whole 
of what he had been pleafed to 
fay with the greatefl: fatisfatl:i­
on; that I had treated~ with 
thofe perfons much againll my 
will ; and finally, that if his 
royal highnefs would not en1 ploy 
them, he was fure I would ne­
ver apply to them. In a con­
verfation which I had, not long 
after, with him, he fpoke to· 
me in much the fame tenns as 
he had done to the mar:ihal. I 
went from him very ill edified 
as to his intentions of doing any 
thing in favor of the cheva­
lier; but I carried a\vay with 
me this fatisfaetion, that he had 

M 3 af-
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affigned me, from his own 
mouth, the perfon through 
whom I fhould make n1y ap­
plications to him, and through 
whom I :fhould dep~nd on re­
ceiving his anfwers; th~t he had 
difavowed all the little politic 
dubs, and had eommanded me 
to have no more to do with 
them. 

BEFORE I refun1e the thread 
of my narration, give 1ne leave 
to make fotne refleCtion upon 
what I have been laft faying to 
you. When I 1net with the 
duke of ORMOND at his return 
from the coafl:, he thought him­
felf obliged to fay fotnething to 
cxcufe his keeping me out of a 
fecret, which during his abfence 

I 
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I had been let into. Hi& ex­
cufe was, that the regent had 
exacted from him that I ihould 
know nothing of the n1atter. 
You will obferve, that the ac­
count which I have given you 
feems to contradiCt this a{fer­
tion of his grace, :G.nce it is hard 
to fuppofe, that, if the regent 
had exaCl:ed that I ihould be kept 
out of the fecret, thefe women 
\Vould have dared to have let me 
into it ; and flnce it is frill hard .. 
er to fuppofe, that the regent 
would make this expreiS condi .... 
tion with the duke of ORMOND, 

and, the moment the duke's 
back was turned, would fuffer 
thefe women to teife him frorn 
n1e, and to bring me anfwers 
from him. I am, hQwever, far • 

M 4 from 
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fron1 taxing the duke with af­
firming an untruth. I believe 
th~ regent did make fuch a con­
dition with him : and I will 
tell you how I under:ffand all 
this little rnanagen1ent; which 
will explain a great deal to you. 
This prince, with wit and va­
lor, has -joined all the irrefolu­
tion of tern per poffible, and is, 
perhaps, the man in the world 
the leaft capable of faying no to 
your face. From hence it hap­
pened, that thefe won1en, like 
multitudes of other people, for­
ced him to fay and do enough to 

give them the air of having cte­
dit.·witn him, arid of being trufl­
ed by nim. · This drew in the 
duke of ORMOND,. who is not, I 
dare fay, as yet undeceived. The 

re-
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regent never intended from the 
firfl:, to do any thing, even indi­
rettly, in favor of the jacobite 
cauf~ His interefl: was plainly 
on the other fide, and he fa w it~ 
But then the fame weaknefs in 
his charaCter carried him, as it 
would have done his great uncle 
GAs TON in the fa111e cafe, to 
keep rneafures with the cheva­
lier. His double trimming cha­
raCter prevailed on hitn to talk 
with the duke of ORMOND : 

but it carried him no farther. I 
quefl:ion not but he did, on this 
occafi.on, what you 1nufl: have 
obferved many men to do. We 
not only endeavour to impofe on 
the world, but even on ourfelves. 
We difguife our weaknefs, and 
work up in our minds an opi-. 

nton 
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nion, that the meafure, which 
we fall into by the natural or 
habitual imperfection of our 
charaCter, is the effect of a prin­
~iple of prudence, or of fome 
other virtue. T·hus the regent, 
who faw the duke of ORMOND, 

becaufe he could not reftfl: the 
i1nportunity of OL!VE TRANT, 

and who gave hopes to the 
duke, becaufe he can refufe no 
body, made hitnfelf believe that 
it was a great firain of policy to 
blow up the fire, and to keep 
Britain embroiled. I am per­
fuaded that I do not err in 
judging that he thought in this 
1nanner ; and here I fix the rea­
fon of his excluding me out 
of the comtnerce which he hafi 
with the duke of ORMOND, 

of 
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of his affecting a perfonal dif­
like of me, and of his a voiding 
any correfpondenc~ with n1e 
upon thefe tnatters; till I forced 
myfelf in a n1anner lJpon him, 
and he co-uld not keep m~ any 
longer at a diRance without de­
parting fi~oro his firft principle; 
that of keeping meafures with 
every body. He then threw 
n1e, or let I}.le flide if you will, 
into the hands of thefe women ; 
and when he found that I 
preffed him\ hard that way too, 
he took me out of their hands, 
and put me back again into the 
proper channel of bufinefs: ; 
where I had not been long, as 
you will fee by and by, before 
the fcene of alnufement was :fi­
niilied. 

SIR 
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SrR,JoHN ARESKINE told me, 
when he came from the :6rfl: 
audience that he had of 'his 
royal highnefs, that he put hirn 
in mind of the encouragement 
wh~h he had given the earlpf 
MAR to take arins. I never. 
heard any thing of this kind, but 
what Sir JOHN let drop to me. 
If the faCt be true, you fee 
that the fcotch general had 
been amufed by him with a 
witnefs. rrhe englifh general 
was fo in his turn ; and ' while 
this was doing; the regent 
might think it beft to have him 
to himfelf. Four eyes com­
prehend n1ore objeCts than two, 
and I was a little better ac ... 
quainted with the cbaraeters of 
people, and the mafs of the 

coup.-



Sir WILLIAM \VINDHAM. 189 

country, than the duke, tho this 
court had been at firfr a firange . 
country to me in comparifon of 
the former. 

AN infinity of little circum­
frances concurred to make me 
form this opinion, fome of which 
are better felt ~han explained, 
and many of which are not pre­
fent to my memory. That 
which had the greatefl: weight 
with me, and which is, I think, 
decifi.ve, I will mention. At 
the very time when it is pretend­
ed, that the regent treated with 
the duke of ORMOND, on the 
exprefs condition that I fhould 
know nothing of the n1atter ; 
two * perfons of the firfl: rank 

~ Marfual D'Hux.ELLEs, m"!rquisD'EF;.. 
and 



t 9(') A L :t;: T T f. R t6 

and grtatefl: credit in this court, 
when I made the moft pref­
fing infianc~s to then1 in favor 
of the chevalier, threw out in 
converfation to me, that I fhould 
attach myfelf to the duke of 0R­
LEAN3, that in my circumRances 
I tnight want him, and that he 
might ha.ve occa.fion for me. 
Sotnething was inthnated of pert­
fions, and efl:ablifhtnen t, and 
of :making tny peace at hotne. 
I would not undetfl:and this 
language, becaufe I would not 
break with the people who held 
it : ahd when they faw that 1 
would not take the hints, they 
ceafed to 'give them. 

FrAT : twenty five thoufand pounds offered 
by the ~ft. 

I FAN-
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I FANCY that you fee by this 
tin1e the n1otives of the regent's 
conduCt-. I an1 not, I confefs, 
able to explain to you thofe 
of the duke of ORMOND's: I 
cannot fo n1uch as guefs at 
them. When he came into 
France I was careful to :lhew 
hin1 all the friendihip, and all 
the refpect poffible. My friends 
were his, my purfe was his, and 
even my bed was his. I went 
further, I did all thofe things 
which touch moft. fenG.bly peo­
ple who have been ufed to pomp. 
I· made my court to him, and 
haunted his levee with affidui­
ty. In return to this behaviour, 
which was the pure effeCt of 
my good will, and which no 
duty that I owed his grace, no 

2 ob~ 
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obligation that I had to hin1, 
im pofed upon 1ne ; I have 
great reafon to fufpett, that 
he went at leafl: half way in 
all which was faid or done 
againfi me. He threw him­
felf blindly into the fnare which 
was laid for him ; and, infiead 
of hindering, as he and I, in 
concert, might have done, 
thofe affairs from langui.lhing, 
in the manner they did feve­
ral tnonths, he furnifhed this 
court with an excufe for not 
treating with me, till it was 
too late to play even a faving 
game ; and he neither drove 
the regent to affifl: the cheva­
lier, nor to declare that he 
would not ailifr him ; tho it 
was fatal to the caufe in ge-

I neral, 
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neral, and to the Scotch in par­
ticular, not to ~ring one of the 
two about. 

IT was chrill:mas one thou-. 
fand feven hundred and fifteen 
before the chevalier failed for 
Scotland. The battle of Dun­
blain had been fought, the bufi­
nefs of Prefl::on was over : there 
remained not the leaft room to 
expect any commotion in his 
favor among the Englifh ; and 
xnany of the Scot-ch, who had 
declared for him, began to grow 
cool in- the caufe. No pro­
fpeB: of fuccefs could engage 
him in this expedition: but it 
was -become neceffary for his 
reputation. The Scotch on one 
fide fpared not to reproach him, 

N I 
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I think unju!Hy, for his de­
lay ; and the French, on the 
other, were extremely eager to 
have hin1 gone. Sotne of thofe 
who knew little of britiih af­
fairs imagined, that his pre­
fence would produce miracu­
lous effects. You muft not 
be furprifed at this. As near 
neighbours as we are, ninety 
nine in an hundred among 
the French are as little ac-­
quainted with the in fide of our 
if1and, as with that of Japan. 
Others of them were uneafy to 
fee hiin fkulking about in 
France, and to be told of it 
every hour by the earl of STAIR. 

Others again imagined, that he 
1night do their bufinefs by go­
ing into Scotland, tlio he lhould 

not 
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not do his own: that is, they 
flattered themfel ves, that he 
might keep a war for fome time 
alive, which would employ the 
·whole attention of our govern-­
ment ; and for the event of 
which they had very little con­
cern. Unable frotn their na­
tural tern per, as well as their 
habits, to be true to any prin­
ciple, they thought and aCted 
in this manner, whilfl: they 
affeCted the greateft friendlhip 
to the king, and whilft they 
really did defire to enter into 
new and more Intimate en­
gagements ~ith him. Whilft 
the pretender . continued in 
France they could neither avow 
him, nor favor his caufe : if 
he once fet his foot on Scotch 

N 2 ground, 
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ground, they gave hopes of in· 
direct affifl:ance: and if he could 
tnaintain himfelf in any cor­
ner of the i:lland, they, could 
look upon him, * it was faid) 
as a king. This was their lan­
guage to us. " To the britiih 
minifl:er · they denied, they for­
fwore, they renounced ; and 
yet the t man of the bell: head 
in all their councils; being afk­
ed by lord STAIR what they in­
tended· to do, anfwered before 
he was. aware, that they pre­
tended to be neuters. I leave 
you to judge, how this flip was 
taken up. 

' j. _, '•' 

* Difcourfe of Abbe D'EsTR E Es, afterd 
wards archbilhop of Cambray. 

t Marq. D~HuXE·LLES. 

As 
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As foon as I received advice 
that the chevalier was failed 
from Dunkirk, I renewed, I 
redoubled all my applications. 
I negleCted no means, I for­
got no argument which my un­
derfianding could fuggeft to 
me. What the duke of OR­
MOND refied upon, you have 
feen already: and I doubt very 
n1uch whether lord MAR, if he 
had . been here in my place, 
would have been able to eln­
ploy meafures more effec:tual 
than thofe which I made ufe 
of. I may, without any iln­
putation of arrogance, compare 
n1yfelf on this occafion wi-th 
his lord:lhip, fince there was 
nothing in the management of 
this affair above my degree of 

N 3 ca,.,. 
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caRacity ; nothing equal, either 
in extent or difficulty, to the 
bufinefs which he was a fpeeta­
tor of, and which I carried 
on, when we were fecretaries 
of fl:ate together under the late 
queen. 

THE king of FRANCE, who 
was not able to furniili the pre­
tender with money hin1felf, 
had writ fame time before his 
death to his grandfon, and had 
obtained a promife of four hun­
dred thoufand crowns from the 
king of SPAIN. A fmall part 
of this fun1 had been received 
by the queen's treafurer at St. 
Germain's, and had been either 
fent to Scotland, or employed 
to defray the expences which 

were 
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were daily making on the coafi. 
I pretied the fpaniih arnbaifa­
dor at Paris, I folicited, by 
LAwLEss, ALBERONI at Ma­
drid ; and I found * another 
more private and tno.re pro­
mifing way of applying to hirn. 
I took care to have a number 
of officers picked out of the 
irilh troops, which ferve in that 
country; their routs were gi­
ven them, and I fent a ihip 
to receive and tranfport them. 
The money came info flowly, 
and in fuch trifling fums, th~t 
it turned to little ~ccount; and 
the officers were on their way 
when the chevalier returned 
from Scotland . 

. ., Marquis MoNTI. 

N 4 IN 
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IN the fummer, endeavours 
had been ufed to prevail on the 
king of SwEDEN to tranfport, 
from Gottenburg, the troops he 
had in that neighbourhood in­
to Scotland, or into the north 
of England. He had excufed 
himfelf, not b~caufe he d ifliked 
the propofition, which, on the 
contrary, he thought agreeable 
to his interefl: : but for reafons of 
another kind. Firft, becaufe 
the troops at hand for this 
fervice con:G.fl:ed in horfe, not 
in foot, which_ had been aiked, 
and which were alone proper for 
fuch an· expedition: fecondly, 
becaufe a declaration of this fort 
might turn the proteftant princes 
of the empire, from whofe of­
:fi<;:es he had ftill fome profpeCt: 

of 
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of a:ffifl:ance, againfl: him : and 
thirdly, becaufe altho he knew 
that the king of GREAT BRITAIN 
was his enemy, yet they were 
not in war together, nor had 
the latter aCted yet a while open­
ly enough againfi him to juftify 
fuch a rupture. At the time 
I am fpeaking of, thefe reafons 
were removed by the king of 
SwEDEN's being beat out of 
the empire, by the little confe­
quence which his management 
of the protefl:ant princes was to 
him, and by the declaration of 
war which the king as eleCtor of 
Hanover 1nade. I took up this 
negotiation therefore again. The 
regent appeared . to come into 
it. He fpoke fair to the ba­
ron de Sr AR, who preffed hun 

on 
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on his fide, as I pre:lfed him 
on mine, and promifed, be.G.des 
the arrears of the fub:G.dy due 
to the Swedes, an immediate 
advance of fifty thoufand crowns 
for the enterprife on Britain. 
He kept the officer, who was 
to be difpatched, I know not 
how long booted ; fon1eti1nes on 
pretence, that in the law fl:ate 
of his credit he could not find 
bills of exchange for the fun1, 
and fmnetimes on other pre­
tences ; and by thefe delays he 
evaded his promife. The French 
were very frank in declaring, 
that they could give us no mo­
ney, and that they would give 
us no troops. Arms, ammuni­
tion, and connivance, they made 
us hope for. The latter in [orne 

de~ 
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degree we might have had, per­
haps ; but to what purpofe \vas 
it to connive, when by a multi­
tude of little tricks they avoid­
ed furnifhing us with .arms and 
ammunition, and when they 
knew that we were utterly un­
able to furnifh ourfelves with 
them? I had formed the ddign 
of engaging french privateers in 
the pretender's fervice. They 
were to have carried whatever 
we ihould have had to fend to 
any part of Britain in their firfl: 
voyage, and after that, to have 
cruifed under his commiffion. 
I had aCtually agreed for fame, 
and it was in my power to have 
made the fame bargains with 
others. Sweden on o.ne fide, 
atnd Scotland ·on the other, 

would 
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\vould have afforded them re­
treats: and if the war had been 
kept up in any part of the moun­
tains, I conceive the execution 
of this de:Ggn would have been 
of the greatefl: advantage to the 
pretender. It failed, becaufe no 
other part of the work went on. 
He was not above :fix weeks in 
his fcotch expedition, and thefe 
were the things I endeavoured to 
bring to bear in his abfence. I 
had no great opinion of tny fuc­
cefs before he went; bHt when 
he had made the lafi fl:ep which 
it v1as in his power to make, I 
refolved to fu:fler neither him 
nor the Scotch to be any longer 

I bubbles of their o\vn credulity, 
and of the fcandalous. artifice of 
this court. It would be tedious 

to 
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to- enter into a longer narrative 
of all the ufelefs pains I took. 
:Yo conclude therefore ; in a \ 
converfation which I had with 
the M. D'Hu:X:ELLEs, I took oc~ 
ca:lion to declare, that I ·would 
not be the inftrutnent of amu ... 
fing the Scotch ; and that fince 
I was able to do them no other 
fervice, ·I \Vould at':,le~ft in­
form them., that they .muft Hat'-
ter then1:felves" no longer with 
hopes of fuccour from France., I 
added, that I would fend then1 
vefTels, .. which with thofe al-

-ready on the coafl: of· Scotland 
might ferve to bring off the pre­
tender_, the earl of MAR, and 
as many others as poffib!e. The 
madhal approved n1y refolu­
tion, and advifed 1ne to execute 

lt 
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it as the only thing which was 
left to do. On this occafion he 
ihewed no referve, he was 
very explicite ; and yet in this 
very point of tin1e, the pro­
mife of an order was obtain­
ed, or pretended to be ob ... 
tained, from the regent, for 
delivering thofe fiores of arms 
and ammunition which belong­
ed to the chevalier, and which 
had been put into the french 
magazines when Sir G Eo R G E 

BYNG came to Havre. CAsTEL 
BLANco is a Spaniard who lnar­
ried a daughter of lord MEL­
FORo, and who under that title 
fet up for a tnedler in englifh 
buG.nefs. I cannot juiHy tell 
whether the honor of obt~ining 
this promife was afcri bed to him, 

to 
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to the junto in the bois de Bou­
logne, or to any one elfe. I 
fuppofe they all affumed a £hare 
of the merit. The projeCt was, 
that thefe frores iliould be de­
livered to CAsTEL BLANco; that 
he :lhould enter into a recogni­
fance to carry them to Spain, 
and from thence to the W efr 
Indies ; that I fhould provide a 
veffel for this purpofe, which 
he :lhould appear to hire or 
buy ; and that when fhe was 
at fea ibe fhould fail direetly for 
Scotland. You cannot believe 
that I reckoned much on the 
effeCt of this order : but, ac­
cufl:omed to concur in mea­
fures, the inutility of which 
I faw evidently enough, I con­
curred in this likewife. The 

I ne-
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nece:lfary care was taken, and 
in a fortnight's time the ibip 
was ready to fail, and no fu­
fpicion of her belonging to the 
chevalier, or of her deftination, 
~as gone abroad. 

As this event made no alte­
ration in my opinion, it made 
none in the difpatches which I 
prepared and fent to Scotland. 
In them I gave an account of 
what was in negotiation. I ex­
plained to him what might be 
hoped for in tin1e, if he was 
able to maintain himfelf in the 
1nountains without the fuccours 
he demanded from France. But 
frmn France, I told hin1 plain ... 
ly, that it was in vain to ex­
peCt the leafl part of them. In 

:Lhort, 
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lhort, I concealed nothing from 
him. This was all I could 
do to put the chevalier and his 
council in a cbndition to judge 
what meafures to take : but 
thefe difpatches never came to 
his hands. He was failed from 
Scotland jufl: before the gentle­
man, whom I fent, arrived on the 
coafl:. He landed at Graveline 
about the twenty fecond of Fe~ 
bn.1ary ; and the firfl: orders he 
g:;tve, were to ftop all the ve.lfels 
which were going on his ac­
count to the country from 
whence he ca:tne. 

I sAw him the morning af..! 
ter his arrival at St. Germains~ 
and he received me with open 
arms. I had been, as foon ·as we 

0 heard 
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heard of his return, to acquaint 
the french court with it. They 
were not a little uneafy ; and 
the :hrft thing which the M~ 
D'HuxELLES faid to me upon it 
was, that the chevalier ought to 
proceed to Bar with all the dili­
gence poffible, and to take pof­
feffion of his former afy I urn be­
fore the duke of LoRRAIN had 
t~tne to defi.re him to look out 
for a re:G.dence fome where elfe. 
Nothing more was meaned by 
this propofal, than to get 
him out of the dominions of 
France immediately. I was not 
in my mind a verfe to it for o­
ther reafons. Nothing could be 
more difad vantageous to him 
than to be obliged to pafs the 
Alpes, or ~o refide in the papal 

ter-
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territory on this fide of them. 
A vignon was already named for 
his retreat in common conver­
fation ; and I know not whether­
from the time he left Scotland, 
he ever thought of any other. 
I imagined, that by furprifing 
the duke of LoRRAIN we ihould 
furniili that p~ince 'with an ex­
cufe to the king, and to the 
emperor ; that we might draw 
the matter into length, and 
gain time to negotiate fomo o­
ther retreat, than that of Avig­
non, for the chevalier. The 
duke's good will there was no 
room to doubt of; and by what 
the prince of V AU DEMONT to]d 
me at Paris fome time after­
wards, I am apt to think we 
fhould have fucceeded. In all 

. 0 2 events 
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events it could not be wrong to 
try every meafure, and the pre­
tender would have gone to Avig­
non with much better grace, 
when he had done, in the ftght 
of the world, all he could to 
avoid it. 

1 FOUND ·hi111 i!l no difpofiti­
on to n1ake [ uch hafie : he had 
a, mind, on the contrary, to 
ftay fo.me tin1e at St. Germains, 
a~d in the neighbourhood of 
Pari's, and to have a private 
meeting with the regent. He 
fent me back to Paris to folieit 
this meeting. I writ, l fpoke to 
the maclhal D'HuxELLEs, I did 
my be:fl: to ferve him in his own 
way. · The madhal anfwered me· 
by word of mouth, and by let-

ter. 
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ter. He refufed me by both. 
I remember he added this cir­
cumfl:ance, that he found the re­
gent in bed, and acquainted 
him with what the chevalier de­
fired; that the regent rofe up 
in a paffion, faid that the things 
which ·were afked were puerili­
ties, and fwore that he would 
not fee him. I returned with­
out having been able to fucceed 
in my commiffion : and, I con­
fefs, I thought the want of fuc­
cefs on this occafion no great 
misfortune. 

IT was two or three o' clqck 
on the funday or monday morn­
ing when I parted from. the 
pretender. He acquiefced in the 
determination of the regent, 

0 3 and 
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and declared that he would 
infl:antly fet out for Lorrain : 
his trunks were packed, his 
chaife was ordered to be at the 
door at five, and I fent to Paris 
to acquaint the minifl:er that he 
was · gone. He afked me how 
foon I . fhould be able to ·follow 
him, gave me commiffions for 
fome things, which he defired 
I :fhould bring after him ; . and, 
in a word, no Italian ever em­
braced the man he was going to 
flab, with greater :fhew of afkc­
tion and confidence. 

INsTEAD of taking pofl: for 
Lorrain, he went to the little 
houfe in the bois de Boulogne, 
where his female minifl:ers re­
fided; and there he continued 

I lurk-
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lurking for feveral days, and 
pleafing hiJ?felf with the air of 
myfl:ery and bufinefs, whilft the 
only real bufinefs, which he 
fhould have had at that titne; 
lay negleded. He faw the fpaniih 
and [ wediili minifl:ers in this 
place. I cannot tell, for I ne­
ver thought it worth afking, 
whether he faw the duke of 
ORLEANs : poffibly he might. 
To have been teifed into fuch a 
fl:ep, which fignified nothing, 
and which gave the cabal an air 
of credit and importance, is a­
greeable enough to the levity of 
his royal highnefs's character. 

THE thurfday following the 
duke of ORMOND came to fee 
n1e, and after the compliment of 

0 4 tel-
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telling me, that he believed I 
fhould be furprifed at the mef­
:(age he brought, he put into my 
hands a note to himfelf, and a 
little fcrip of paper directed to 
me, and drawn in the fiyle of 
a jufrice of peace's warrant. 
They were both in the cheva­
lier's hand-writing, and they 
were dated on the tuefday, in 
order to make me believe that 
they had been writ on the road, 
and fent back to the duke: his 
grace dropped in our conver­
fat!on, with great dexterity, all 
the~ infinuatious proper to con­
firm me in · this opinion. ,I 
knew at this time his mafier 
was not g<;>ne ; fo that he gaye 

\ 

m~ two very rifible fcenes, which 
are frequently to be met with 

when 
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when fome people meddle in 
buG.nefi; I mean that of feeing 
a man labor with a great deal of 
aukward artifice to make ·a fe­
cret of a nothing, and that of 
feeing yourfelf taken for a bub­
ble when you know as much 
of the matter, as he who thinks 
that he imp.ofes on you. 

I CANNOT -recollect precifely 
the terms of the two papers. 
I re1nember that the kingly la­
conic fl:yle of one of them, and 
the expreffion of having no far­
ther occafi.pp for my fervice, 
111ade me fmile. The other 
was an order to give up the pa­
pers in my office; all which 
might have been contained in a 
letter-cafe of a moderate fize. I 

gave 
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gave the duke· the feals, and 
fome papers which I could readi­
ly c~me at. Some others, and 
indeed all fuch as I had not de­
ftroyed, I fent afterwards to the 
chevalier : and I took care to 
convey to him, by a fafe hand, 
feveral of his letters, which it 
would have been very improper 
the duke fhould have feen. I 
an1 furprifed that he did not re­
Heet on the confequence of my 
obeying his order literalJy. It 
depended on 1ne to have fhewn 
llis general what an opinion the 
chevalier had· of his capacity. I 
fcorne_d the trick ; and would 
not appear piqued, when I was 
far from being angry. As I 
gave up, without fcruple, all 
the papers which ·re1nained in 

my 
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my hands, becaufe I was deter­
mined never to make ufe of 
them ; fo I confefs · to you, that 
I took a fort of pride in never 
alking for thofe of mine which 
were in the pretender's hands : 
I contented myfelf with making 
the duke underfiand how little 
need there was to get rid of a 
man in this manner, who had 
made the bargain which I had 
done at my engagement ; and 
with taking this firft opportuni­
ty to declare, that I would ne­
ver more have to do with the 
pretender, or his caufe. 

THAT I 1night avoid being 
queftioned and quoted in the 
moft curious and the moft bah­
ling town in the world, I related 

what 
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what had paffed to three or four 
of my friends, and hardly fiir­
red abroad, during a fortnight, 
out of a little lodging which very 
few people knew of. At the 
end of this term the marlhal of 
BERWIC came to fee me, and 
aiked me what I meaned, to con­
line my felf to my chamber, 
when my name . was trumpeted 
about in all the companies of 
Paris, and the mofl: infamous 
ftories were fpread concerning 
me. This was the firfl: notice I 
had, a:pd it was foon followed 
by others-. I appeared imme­
diately in the world, and found 
there was hardly a fcurrilous 
tongue which had not been let 
loofe on . my fubjett ; and that 
thofe perfons, whom the duke 

4 of 
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of ORMOND and earl of MAR 

mull: influenc-e, or might fi­
lence, were the loudeft in de­
faming me. 

PARTICULAR inllances where~ 
in I had failed were cited ; and, 
as it was the falhion for every 
jacobite -to affeCt being in the fe­
ctet, you might have found a 
multitude of vouchers to facts, 
which, if -they had been true, 
could in the nature of them be 
known to very few perfons. 

THrs method, of beating 
down the reputation of a man by 
noife and impudence, impofed. 
on the world at :firft, convinced 
people who were not acquainted 
with me, and fiaggered even my 
friends. But it ceafed in a few 

days 
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days to have any effect againn 
me. The malice was too grofs 
to pafs upon refleCtion. Thefe 
ftories died away almofl: as faft 
as they were publiihed, for this 
very reafon, becaufe they were 
particular. 

THEY gave out, for infl:ance, 
that I had taken to my own ufe 
a very great fum of the cheva-· 
lier's money, when it was no­
torious that I had fpent a great 
fum of my own in his fervice ; 
and. never would b~ obliged to 
him for a farthing: in which cafe, 
I believe, I was fingle. U pan 

· this head it was eafy to appeal 
to a very honefl: gentleman, the 
queen's treafurer at St. Ger­
mains, through whofe hands, 

and 
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and not through mine, went the 
very little money which the che­
valier had. 

THEY gave out, that whilfl: 
he was in Scotland he never 
heard from me, tho it was noto­
rious that I fent him no lefs 
than five expreffes during the 
fix weeks which he confumed 
in this expedition. It was eafy, 
on this head, to appeal to the 
perfons, to whom my difpatches 
had been committed. 

THESE lies, and many others 
of the fame fort, which were 
founded on particular facts, were 
difproved by particular faCts, 
and had not time, at leafl: at 
Pa,ris, to make any im preffion. 
But the principal crime, with 

which 
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which they charged me then, and 
the only one which fince that 
time they have infified upon, is 
of another nature. This part 
of their accufation is general; 
and it ca:nnot be refuted with..; 
out doing what I have done 
above, deducing feveral fatts, 
comparing thefe fatl:s together, 
and reqfoning upon them: 
nay, that which is worfe, is, 
that it cannot be fully refuted 
without the mention of fome 
fatl:s, which, in 'my prefen t cir­
cumfiances, it would not be very 
prudent, tho I ihould think 
it very lawful for me, to divulge. 
You fee that I tnean the fiarv­
ing the war in Scotland, which 
it is pretended might have been 
fupported, and might have fuc-

ceeded 
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teeded too, if I had procured 
the fuccours which were a:fk ... 
ed, nay, if I had fent a little 
powder. This the jacobites, 
who affetl: moderation and can­
dor, :lhrug their fhoulders at : 
they are forry for it, but lord 
BoLINGBROKE can never waili. 
himfelf dean of this guilt ; for 
thefe fuccours might have been 
obtained : and a proof that 
they might, is, that they were 
fo by others. Thefe people 
leave the caufe of this mifma­
nagement doubtful, between my 
treachery and my want of ca­
pacity. The pretender, with 
all the falfe charity and real 
malice of one who fets up for 
devotion, attributes all his mif­
fortnnes to my negligence. 

P Taa 
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THE letters which were writ 
~y my fecretary, above a year 
ago, into England ; the 1narginal 
notes which have been made 
:fince to the letter from Avignon; 
~nd what is faid above, have 
fet this affair in fo clear a 
light, that whoever examines, 
with a fair intention, mufl: feel 
the truth, and be convinced by 
it. I cannot, however, for­
bear to make fome obfervations 
on the fame fubjett here. : It 
is even nece!fary that I lhould 
do fo in the defign of making 
this difcourfe the foundation of 
my juftifica tion to the tories at 
prefent, and to the whole worlq 
in time. 

THERE is nothing which my 
en e ... 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 227 

enemies apprehend fo much as 
my jufl:i:fication : and they have 
reafon. But theJ may comfort 
themfelves with this refleCtion, 
that it will be a misfortune, 
which will accompany tne to 
my grave, that I fuffered a 
chain of accidents to draw tne 
into fuch meafures and fuch 
company; that I have been 
obliged to defend myfelf againft 
fuch accufations and fuch ac­
cufers; that, by affociating with 
[o much folly, and fo much 
knavery, I am become the vic­
tim of both ; that I was dif­
treffed by the former, when 
the latter would have been Jefs 
grieyous to me, fince it is much 

·better in bufinefs to be yoked 
to :knaves than fools ; and that 

P 2 I put 
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I put into their hands the 
means of loading me, like the 
fcape-goat, with all the evil 
confequences of their folly. 

IN the firfi letters which I 
received fron1 the earl of MAR, 
·he writ for arms; for ammuni­
tion, for money, for o:Ricers, 
and all things frankly, as if 
thefe things had been ready, 
and I had engaged to fupply 
him with them, before he fet 
up the fl:andard at the brae of 
Mar : whereas our condition 
could not be unknown to his 
lordiliip; and you have feen 
that I did all I could to pre­
vent his reckoning on any af­
fiftance from hence. As our 
hopes at this court decreafed, 

his 
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his lordiliip rofe in his demands: 
and at the time when it was 
vifible that the regent intend­
ed nothing lefs than even pri­
vately and indirectly to fup­
port the Scotch, the pretender 
and the earl of MAR writ for 
regular forces and a train of ar­
tillery ; which was in effeCt to 
infifl: that France :lhould enter 
into a war for them. I might, 
in anfwer to the firfl: infl:ances, 
have afked lord MAR, what 
he did in Scotland ? and what 
he tneaned by drawing his coun .. 
trymen into a war at this time, 
or at leaft upon this foot? He, 
who had dictated not long be ... 
fore a memorial, wherein it was 
afferted, that to have a profpeet 
of fucceeding in this enter-. 

P 3 prife 
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prife there m ufl: be an uni verfal 
infurrection, and that fuch an 
infurrection was in no fort pro­
bable, unlefs a body of troops 
was brought to fupport it? He, 
\VOO thought that the confe­
quence of failing, when the at­
tern pt was once made, 1nufl: be 
the utter ruin of the caufe, 
and the lofs of the britiih liber­
ty ? He, who concurred in ~e­
manding as a pis-:aller, and the 
leafl: which could be infified on, 
arms, ammunition, artillery, mo­
ney, and' officers P lfay, I might 
have afk:ed what he meant to be­
gin the dance when he had not 
the leaft affurance of any fuc­
cour, but, on the contrary, the. 
greatefl: reafon imaginable to be­
lieve this ·affair was beco1ne as 

4 de-
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defperate abroad by the death of 
the tnoft chri:fiian king, as it 
was at home by the difcovery of 
the deGgn, and by the meafures 
taken to defeat it? 

INsTEAD of acting this part, 
which would have been wife, I 
took that which was plau:fible. 
I refolved to contribute all I 
could to fupport the buftnefs, 
Gnce it was begun. I encou­
raged his lordiliip as long as I 
had the leafl: ground for doing 
fo; and I confirmed the pretend­
er in his refolution of going to 
Scotland, when he had nothing 
better left hitn to do. If I 
have any thing to reproach n1y­
felf with, in the whole progrefs 
of the war in Scotland, it is 

P 4 hav-



z 3 2 A L E T T E R to 

having encouraged lord MAR too 
long. But on the other hand, 
if I had given up the caufe, 
and had writ defpondingly to 
hitn, before this court had ex­
plained itfelf as fully as the mar­
fhal D'HuxELLEs did in the 
coriverfation which is mentioned 
above, it is eafy to fee what turn 
would have been given to fuch 
a condua. 

THE true caufe of all the mif­
fortunes which happened to the 
Scotch, and to thofe who took 
arms in the north of Eng­
land, lies here ; that they rofe 
without any previous certainty 
of foreign help, in direct con­
tradic1ion to the· fcheme which 
their leaders themfel ves had 

formed. 
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formed. The excufe which I 
have heard made for this, is 
that the aCl: of parliament for 
curbing the highlanders was 
near to be put in execution ; 
that they would have been 
difarmed, and entirely difabled 
from riling at any other time, 
if they had not rofe at this. 
You can judge better than I 
of the validity of this excufe. 
It feems to me, that by ma­
nagement they might have gain .. 
ed time, and that even when 
they had been reduced to the 
dilemma fuppofed, they ought 
to have got together under pre­
tence of refi.fl:ing the infraCtions 
of the union, without any men­
tion of the pretender, and have 
treated with the government 

oft 
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on this foot. By thefe means 
they might probably have pre­
ferved themfelves in a condi­
tion of avowing their defign 
when they fhould be fure of 
being backed from abroad : at 
the worH they might have de­
clared for the chevalier when 
all other expedients failed them. 
In a word, I take this ex­
cufe not to be very good, 
and the true reafon of this 
conduCt to have been the rafh­
nefs of the peop1e, and the 
inconfiftent meafures of their 
head. 

BuT ad1nitting the e:xcufe to 
be valid, it remains ftill an un­
deniable truth, that this is the 
original fountain from whence 

all 
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all thofe waters of bitternefs 
flowed, which fo tnany unhap .. 
py people have drunk of. I 
have faid already, that the ne­
ceffity of aCling ~as precipitat­
ed before any meafures to ad: 
with f uccefs had been taken ; 
and that the neceffity of doing 
[o feemed to increafe as the 
means of doing fo were taken 
away. To whom is this to be 
afcribed ? Is it to be afcribed to 
me, who had no :lhare in thefe 
affairs till a few weeks before the 
duke of ORMOND was forced to 
abandon England, and the dif­
covery of the intended invafion 
was publiilied to parliament and 
to the world ? or is it to be 
afcribed to thofe who had from 

the 
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the firfi been at the head of this~ 
undertaking ? 

UNABLE to defend this point, 
the next refort of the jacobites 
is to this itnpudent and ab­
furd affirmation, that, notwith­
ftanding the difadvantages un-

-der which they took arn1s, 
they :lhould have fucceeded, if 
the indireCt. affi.ftances, which 
were a:fked from Francre, had 
been obtained : nay, that they 
fhould have been able to de­
fend the highlands, if I had fent 
them a little powder. Is it 
poffible that a 1nan :lhould be 
wounded with fuch blunt wea­
pons ? Much more than powder 
was aflced for fron1 the firft ; 
and I have already !aid, that 

when 
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when the chevalier came into 
Scotland, regular troops, ar­
tillery, & c. were de1nanded. 
Both he and the earl of MAR 

judged it impoffible to fiand 
their ground without fuch af­
fiftance as thefe. How fcanda­
lous then n1ufl: it be deemed, 
that they fuffer their dependents 
to fpread in the world, that 
for want of a little powder 
I forced them to abandon Scot­
land ? The earl of MAR knows, 
that all the powder in France 
would not have enabled him 
to flay at Perth as long as he 
did, if he had not had ano­
ther fecurity: and when that 
failed him, he mufi have quit­
ted the party, if the regent had . 

giVen 
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given us all that he made fome 
of us expect. 

BuT to :finiili all that I in­
tend to fay on a fubject which 
has tired me, and perhaps you: 
the jacobites affirm that the 
indirect a.ffifiances, which they 
defired, might have been obtain­
ed : and I confefs, that I am in­
excufable if this fact be true. 
To prove it, they appeal to 
the little politicians of whom I 
have fpoken fo often. I affirm, 
on the contrary, that nothing 
could be obtained here to [up­

port the Scotch, or to encourage 
the Engliili. To prove the 
affertion, I appeal to the mini­
fl:ers with whom I negotiated, 
and to the regent himfelf, who, 

what-
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whatever language he may hold 
in private with other people, 
cannot controvert with me the 
truth of what I advance. He 
excluded me formerly, that he 
might the more eafily avoid 
doing any thing; and perhaps 
he has blamed tne fince, that 
he might excufe his doing no­
thing. All this may be true1 

and yet it will remain true; 
that he would never have been 
prevailed upon to aCt directly 
againfl his interefl in the only 
point of view which he has, I 
1nean the crown of Franc-e, and 
againfi the unanimous fenfe of 
all his minifiers. Suppofe that 
in the time of the late queen, 
when fhe had the peace in 
view, a party in France had . 

Im-
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in1 plored her affifl:ance, and had 
applied to MARGERY FIELDING, 

to IsRAEL, to my lady OGLE­

THORPE, to Dr. BATTLE, and 
lieutenant general STEWART ; 

what fuccefs do you imagine 
fuch applications would have 
had? The queen would have 
fpoke, them fair, ihe would 
fpeak otherwife to no body : 
but do you imagine fhe would 
have made one fl:ep in their fa­
vor? OLIVE TRANT, MAGNY, 

mademoifelle CHAussERY, a dir­
ty abbe BRtGAULT, and Mr. 
DILLON, are charaCters very ap­

pofite to thefe ; and what I 
fuppofe to have paffed in Eng­
land is not a whit more ridicu­
lous than what really paired 
here. 

2 I SAY 
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I SAY nothing of the fhips, 
which the jacobites pretend that 
they fent into Scotland three 
Weeks or a month after the pre-. 
tender was returned. I be­
lieve they might have had my 
lord 9TAtR;s connivance then, as 
wel1 as the regent's. I fay no­
thing of the order, which they 
pretend to have obtained, and 
which I never faw, for the 
fiores that were feifed at Havre 
to be delivered to CAsTEL BLAN.,_ 

co. I have already faid enough 
on this head ; and you cannot 
have failed to obferve, that 
this fighal favor was never ob­
tained by thefe people till 
the marfhal D'HuxELLEs had 
owned to me, that nothing 
was to be expected from France, 

~ and 
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and that the only thing which 
I could do was to endeavour 
to bring the pretender, the 
earl of MAR, and the princi­
pal perfons who were n1ofl: 
expofed, off: neither he nor I 
imagining that any fuch would 
be left behind. 

WHEN I began to appear in 
the world, upon the ad vertife­
ments which 1ny friends gave 
me of the clamor that was raifed 
againft me, you will ea£ily think 
I did not enter into fo many 
particulars as I have done with 
you. I faid even lefs, than you 
have feen, in thofe letters which 
.BRINSDEN writ into England, 
in March and April was twelve 
1nonth; and yet the clamor 
- .~ 4 funk 
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funk imn1ediately. The people 
of confideration at this court 
beat it down, and the court of 
St. Germains grew fo ailiamed 
of it, ·that the queen thought 
fit to purge herfelf of having 
had any fhare in encouraging 
the difcourfes which were held 
againfl: me, or having been fo 
tnuch as let into the fecret of 
the rneafure which preced­
ed them. The provocation was 
groot, but I'refolved to aB: with­
out paffion. I faw the ad­
vantage the pretender and h~s 
council, who difpofed of things· 
better for me than I fhould have 
do~ for myfelf, had given me : 
but I faw likewife, that I muft­
in1prove this advantage with the 
utmofl: caution. 

Q 2 A:.: 
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As I never lmagiMd that he 
would treat me in the man-
11€r he' did, nor thaf his· 1Dini­
fl:ers could be weak enough to 

a.dvife · him· to it ; I had re­
folved, on his return from Scot~ 
land, to follow him till his re­
fidence iliould be fixed foine­
where or .other: after which, 
having ferved the tories in this, 
whi~h I looked UI_X>n as their 
lafr· :Llruggle for· power, and hav­
ing continued to ad: in the pre­
tender" s affairs till the end of 
the term for which I embarked 
with him; I ihould have e­
fieelned myfelf to· be at liber­
ty, and iliould in· the civil eft 
manner I was able have taken 
my leave of him. Had we 

parted 
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parted thus, I fhould have re­
mained in a very fl:rang~ ·fitua­
tion during the reft of my life-: 
but I had examined myfelf tho­
roughly, I was determined, I 
was prepared. 

ON one fide he would have 
thought that he had a fort of 
right on any future occafion to 
call me out ·of my retreat; the 
tories would probably hav-e 
thought the fame thing: n1y re­
folution was taken to refufe them 
both, and I forefaw, that both 
would condemn ·me. On the 
other :Gde, the conftderation of 
his keeping 1neafures with me, 
joined to that of having once 
openly declared for him, would 
have created a point of ho-

Q .3 nor, 
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nor, . by which I ibould have 
been ti~d down, not only from 
ever engaging againfl: him, but 
alfo from making my peace 
at home. T·he chevalier cut 
this gordian knot afunder a.t 
one blow. He broke the links 
of that chain which former 
engagements .had fafl:ened on 
me, and gave· me. a right to 
efteem m yfelf as free fronY all 
obligations of keeping mea­
fures with hin1, as I ibould 
have continued if I had never 
engaged in his inter~.fl:. I took 
therefore, from that moment, 

,.the refolution of making n1y 
peace at home, and of employ­
·ing all the unfortunate ex-
perience I had acquired abroad, 
tq. undeceive my friends, and 

to 
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to promote the union and the 
quiet of my country. 

THE earl of STAIR had re­
ceived a full power to treat with 
me whilfl: I was engaged with 
the pretender, as I have been 
-fi.nce informed. He had done 
me the jufiice to believe me 
incapable to hearken, in [ uch 
circumfiances, to any propo­
fals of that kind : and, as 
n1uch friendiliip as he had for 
me, as much as I had for him, 
we . entertained not the leafi e­
ven indireCt correfpondence to­
gether during that whole time. 
Soon afterwards he employed 
a perfon * to communicate to 
me the difpofition of his rna-

* SALADIN of Geneva, tlil.en at Paris. 

Q 4 jefiy 
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jefl:y to grant me my pardon~ 
and his own defire to give me, 
on this occafion, all the proofs 
he could of his inclination in 
my favor. I embraced the offer, 
as it became me to do, with all 
poffible fenfe of the king's good~ 
nefs, and of his lordiliip~s friend~ 
fhip f. We met, we talked to~ 
gether, and he wrote to the 
court on the fubject. The turn 
which the n1inifl:ers gave to thi~ 
matter was, to enter into a 
treaty to reverfe n1y attainder, 
and to fl:ipulate the conditions 
on which this act of grace 
fl1ould be granted me. 

t There will be added, at the end of 
th!s re:ation, an on,~~ti1al letter from the 
orl of STAIR to rvir. CRAGGS, giving a 
full account ::..,':- ::n~ ::t:~nfacl:ion here men-
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THE notion of a treaty £hock­
ed me. I refolved never to be 
reftored, rathe~ than go that 
way to work ; and I opened my 
felf without,any referve tq lord 
STAIR. l told .. him, that I look­
ed on m.yfelf to be obliged in 
honor and in confc~nce to un­
deceive my friends in England, 
both as to the ftate of foreign 
affairs, as to the management 
of the jacobite interefl: abroad, 
~nd as to the charact~ts of per­
fens ; in every one of which 
points I knew them to be mofl: 
grofsl y and mofl: dangeroufly 
d~luded : that the treatment 
J had received from the pre­
tender and his adherents would 
jufiify me to the world in do­
'jng ~is : that if I r~mained in 

~ e~n~ 
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exile all my life, he might be 
affured, that I would . never 
more have to do with the ja­
cobite . caufe ; and that if I was 
:Xeftored, . I :lhould give . it an 
effectual blow, in making that 
apology · which 'the- pretender 
has put me under a neceffity of 
making : _ that in doing this I 
flattered myfelf that I ihould 
.contribute fomething to , the e­
ftablifhment of the king' s go­
·Ver~ment, and to the union of 
his fubjeB:s; but that this was 
aU the merit which I could pro­
mife to have: that if the court 
believed thefe profeffions to be 
-fincere, a treaty with me was 
unneceffary for them ; and that 
if they. did not believe ' them 
fo, a treaty with, them was 

dan-
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dangerous for me: that I was 
determined in this whole tranf­
action to make no one ftep 
which I would not own in the 
face of the world ; that in o­
ther circumfl:ances it might be 
fufficient to aet honefl:ly, but 
that in a cafe as extraordinary as 
n1ine, it was neceffary to aa: 
clearly, and to leave no room for 
the leaft doubtful confl:ruCl:ion. 

THE earl of STAIR, as well 
as Mr. CRAGGs, who arriv­
ed foon after in France, came 
into my fenfe. I have reafon 
to believe, that the king has 
approved it likewife upon their 
reprefentations, fince he has 
been pleafed to give me the 
moft gracious affurances of his 

favor. 



?- 02 A L E T T E R to 

favor. What the effect of all 
this may be, in the next, ·or 
in any other feffion, I know 
not: but this is the foot on 
which I have put mytelf, and on 
which I fiand at the moment 
I write to you. The whigs 
n1ay continue inveterate_, and 
by confeq uence frufl:rate his 
majefiy's good intentions to.,. 
wards me ; the tories may con­
tinue to rail at me, on the cre­
dit of fuch enemies as I have 
oefcribed to you in the cour(e 
of this relation-: neither the 
one nor the other fhall make 
me fwerve out of the path 
which I have traced to myfelf. 

I HAVE now led you through 
t:he feveral fi:ages which I pro­

pofed 
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pofed at firfi ; and I !hould do 
wrong to your good under­
fl:anding, as well as to our mu­
tual friendihip, if I fufpeB:ed 
that you could hold any other 
language to me than that which 
DoLABELLA ufes to CicERO: 

" Satisfatl:um eft jam a te vel 
" officio vel familiaritati ; fa­
" tisfaCl:um etiam ·partibus.on. 
The king, who pardons me, 
might complain of me,· the 
whigs might declaim again·fr 
me, my family might re­
proach me for the little re­
gard which I have !hewn to 
my own and to their interefl:s; 
but where is the crime I have 
been guilty of towards my par­
ty and towards my friends? In 
·what part of my condutt will 

3 the 
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the tories find an excufe for the 
treat1nent which they have gi­
ven me ? As tories, fuch as 
they were when I left Eng­
land, I defy thern to find any. 
But here lies the fore, and, ten­
der as it is, I tnu:fl: lay it open. 
Thofe among:fl: them, who rail 
at me now, are changed from 
what they were, or from what 
they profeffed themfel ves to 
be, when we lived and aCted 
together. They were tories 
then, they are jacobites now. 
Their objeCtions to the courfe 
of my conduct whilfl: I was in 
the pretender's interefl: are the 
pretence ; the true reafon of 
their anger is, that I renounce 
the pretender for my life. 
When you were firfl: driven 

into 
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into this intereft, I may ap­
peal to you for the notion 
whioh the party had. You 
thought of reftoring hitn by the 
fl:rength of the tories, and of 
oppofing a tory king to a whig 
king. You took him up as 
the infl:rument of your re­
venge and of your ambition. 
You looked on him as your 
creature, and never once doubt­
ed of making what tenns 
you pleafed with him. This 
is fo true, that the fame lan­
guage is frill held to the ca­
techumens in jacobitifm. Were 
the contrary to b<;: avowed e­
ven now, the party in Eng­
land would foen diminiili. I 
engaged on this principle when 
your orders f~nt :m~. to C?m-

rnercy, 
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tnercy, and , I never aeted on 
any other. This ought to have 
been part of my merit towards 
the tories ; and it would have 
betn fo if they had continued 
in the fame difpofitions. But 
they are changed, and this very 
thing i~ become my crime. 
Inftead of making the preten­
der their tool, they are his. 
Inftead of having in view to 
reftore him on their own terms, 
they are laboring to do it with ... 
out any terms ; that is, to 
fpeak properly, they are ready 
to receive l1im on his. Be 
not deceived : there is not a 
man on this fide of the \Vater 
who acts in any other man· 
ner. The church-of-England 
jacobite and the iri1b papift 

feem 
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feem in every rerpetl: to have 
the fame caufe. Thofe on your 
:fide of the w·ater, who corre­
fpol1d with thefe, are to be 
comprehended in the fan1e clafs: 
and from hence it is, that 
the clamor raifed againft me 
has been kept up with fo n1uch 
indufiry, and is redoubled on 
the leafi appearance of my re­
turn home, and of my being 
in a G.tuation to juflify myfelf. 

You have feen already \Vhat 

reafons the pretender, and the 
feveral forts of people who coln-:­
pofe his party. here, had to .get 
rid of me, and to cover me to 
the utmofl: of their power with 
infamy. Their views were as 
ihort in this cafe:r as they are 

R in 
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in all others. They did not 
fee at fidl:, that this conduCt 
would not only give me a 
right, but put me under a ne­
ceffity of keeping no farther 
meafures with them, and of 
laying the whole myfl:ery of 
their iniquity open. As foon 
as they difcovered this, they 
took the only courfe which 
was left them, that of poi­
foning the minds of the to­
ries, and of creating fuch pre­
judices againft me whilfi: I re­
n1ained in a condition of not 
fpeaking for myfelf, ' as will, 
they hope, prevent the effect 
of whatever I may fay when 
I am in a condition of plead­
ing · my own caufe. The bare 
apprehenfion, that I ihall ihe\v 

the 
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the world that I have been 
guilty of no crime, renders me 
criminal among thefe men : 
and they hold themfelves rea­
dy, being unable to reply ei­
ther in point of faCt or in 
point of rea(on, to drown my 
voice in the confufion of their 
clamor. 

T1iE only crimes I atn guilty 
of, I own. I own the crime 
of having been for the pre­
tender in a very different man­
ner frotn thofe, with whom I 
aCted. I ferved him as faith­
fully, 1 fe,rved hi1n as well as 
they ; but I ferved him on a 
different principle. I own the 
crime of having renounced him, 
and of being refolved never to 

R 2 have 
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have to do with him as long 
as I live. I own the crime 
of being determined fooner or 
later, as foon as I can, to clear 
myfelf of all the unjuft afper­
fions which have been call: 
upon me; to undeceive by my 
experience as many as I can 
of thofe tories who may have 
been drawn into error; and to 
contribute, if ever I return 
home, as far as I am able, 
to promote the national good 
of Britain without any other 
regard. Thefe crimes do not_ 

, I hope, by this time appear 
to . you to be of a very black 
dye. you may come, per­
haps, to think thetn virtues, 
when you have read and con­
fidered what remains to be 

faid_; 



Sir WILLIAM WINDHAM. 261 

faid ; for before I conclude, 
it is neceffary that I open one 
matter to you, which I could 
not weave in fooner without 
breaking too 1nuch the thread 
of my narration. In this place, 
unn1ingled with any thing elfe, 
it will have, as it deferves to 
have, your whole attention. 

WHOEVER compofed that cu­
rious piece of falfe faCt, falfe 
irgument, falfe englifh, and 
falfe eloquence, the letter from 
Avignon, fays, that I was not 
thought th~ n1ofi proper per­
fen to fpeak about religion. 
I confefs I iliould be of his 
tnind, and :lhould include ·his 
patrons in my cafe, if the 
praCtice of it was to be re-

R 3 com-
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comtnended : for furdy it is 
unpardonable i1n pudence to im­
pofe by precept what we do 
not teach by example.. I iliould 
be of the fame mind~ if the 
nature of religion was to be 
explained, if it's myfteries were 
to be fa thorned, and if this 
great truth was to be efia­
blifhed, that the church of 
England has the ad vantage o­
ver all other churches in pu­
rity of doCtrine, and in wi~ 
dom of difcipline. . But no­
thing of this kind was necef.. 
fary. This would have been 
the tafk of reverend and learned 
divines. We of the laity had 
nothing more to do, than to 
lay in our claitn that we could 
never fubmit to be governed 

by 
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by a prince who was not of 
the religion of our country. 
Such a declaration could hard-
1 y have failed of fame effeCl: to­
wards opening the eyes and dif­
po:Gng the mind even of the pre­
tender. At lea:fl:, in jufl:ice to 
ourfelves, and in juftice to our 
party, we who were here ought 
to have made it; and the influ­
ence of it on the pretender ought 
to have become the rule of our 
fubfequent condutt. 

IN thinking in this manner 
I think no otherwife now, than 
I have always thought: and I 
cannot forget, nor you neither, 
what paffed when, a little be­
fore the death of the queen, 
letters were conveyed from the 

R 4 che-
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chevalier to feveral perfons, to 
myfelf a1nong others. In the 
letter to· me, the article of re­
ligion wa's fo aukwardly handled, 
that he made the principal mo­
tive of the cor1fidenc~ we 
ought to have in him to con­
:Gfl: in his :firm refolution to 
adhere to popery. The effect 
which this epifl:le had on n1e 
was the fame which it had on 
thofe tories to whom I com­
municated it at that time ; it 
made us refolve. to have no­
thing to do with him. 

So M E time after this I was 
affured by feveral, and I make 
no doubt but others have been 
fo too, that the chevalier at 
the bottom was not a bigot : 

I that 
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that whilfl: he remained · a­
broad and could expeCt no fuc­
cour, either prefent or future, 
fro1n any princes but thofe of 
the roman catholic communi­
on, it was prudent, whatever 
he might think, to make no 
demonfl:ration of a defign to 
change: but that his temper 
was fuch, and he was already 
[o difpofed, that we might de­
pend on his compliance with 
what iliould be defired of 
hitn, if ever he came an1ongfi 
us, and was taken from un­
der the wing of the queen his 
mother. To firengthen this o­
pinion of his charaCter, it was 
faid that he had fent for Mr. 
LEsLEY over ; that he allowed 
him to celebrate the church of 

Eng-
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England fervice in his family ; 
and that he had pron1ifed to 
hear what this divine ihould 
f@prefent on the fubjeet of re­
ligion to him. When I came 
abroad, the fame things, and 
tnuch more, were at fidl: in­
finuated to me ; and I began 
to let them make in1 preffion 
upon n1e, notwithfl:anding what 
I had feen under his hand. I 
would willingly flatter ,myfelf, 
that this i1npreffion difpofed tne 
to incline to jacobitifm, rather 
than allow that the inclination to 
jacobitifm difpofed me eafily to 
believe what, upon that princi­
ple, I had fo much reafon to wi!h 
might be true. Which was the 

... caufe, and which the effeCt, I 
cannot \Veil detennine : perhaps 

they 
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they did mutually occa!ion each 
other. Thus 1nuch is certain, 
that I was far from weighing this 
matter as I ought to have done, 
when thefolicitation of my friends 
and the perfecution of my ene­
mies precipitated me into eh­
gagements with the pretender. 

I WAS willing to take it for 
granted, that fince you were as 
ready to declare, as I believed 
you at that time, you n1uft 
have had entire fatisfaction on 
the article of religion. I was 
foon undeceived; this ftring 
'had never been touched. My 
own obfervation, and the una­
nimous report of all thofe 
who from his infancy have ap­
proached the pretender's per-

fan, 
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fan, foon taught me how difficult 
it is to con1e to tern1s with hin1 
on this head, and how unfafe to 
embark with.ou t them. 

\ Hts religion is . not founded 
on the love of v1rtue and the 
deteftation of vice ; on a fenfe 
of that obedience which is due 
to the will of the Supreme Be-, 
ing; and a fenfe of thofe ob­
ligations which creatures form­
€d to live in a mutual depend­
ance on one another lie un­
der~ The fpring of his whole 
con.duCl: is fear. Fear of the 
horns of the devil, and of the 
fla1nes of hell. He has been 
taught to L1elieve, that nothing 
but a blind fubmiffion to the 
church of Ro1ne, and a ftriet 

~d~ 
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adherence to all the tenns of 
that communion, can fave him 
from thefe dangers. He has 
all the fuperfiition of a ca­
puchin ; but I found on/ him 
no tincture of Jhe re1igion of 
a prince. Do not imagine that 
I loofe the reins to tny imagi­
nation, or that I write what 
my refentments diB:a:te : I tell 
you £imply my opinion. I have 
heard the fame defcription of 
his character tnade by thofe who 
know him be.fl: ; and I con verfed 
with very few among the- ro­
man catholics themfelves, who 
did not think hin1 too much 
a papifl:. 

NoTHING gave me,. from the 
beginning, fo much uneaGnefs 

as 
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as the confideration of this part 
of his charaB:er, and of the lit­
tle care which had been taken to 

' 

correCt it. A true turn had 
not been given to the fidl 
fteps which were made with 
him. The tories, who engaged 
afterwards, threw themfelves as 
it were at his head. He had 
been fuffered to think that the 
party in England wanted him 
as much as he wanted them. 
There was no room to hope 
for much compliance on the 
head of religion, when he was 
in thefe fentiments, and when 
he thought the tories too far ad­
vanced to have it in their pow­
er to retreat : and little depend­
ance was at any time to be 
placed on the promifes of a 

man 

2 
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n1an capable of thinking his 
damnation attached to the ob­
fervance, and his falvation to 
the breach of, thefe very pro­
mifes. Son1ething, however, 
was to be done : and I thought 
that the leafi which could be 
done was, to deal plainly v1ith 
hi1n, and to fhew hitn the 
in1poffibility of governing our 
Jaation by any other expedient, 
than by complying with that 
which would be expeCted from 
hit;n as to his religion. This 
was thought too n1uch by the 
duke of ORMOND and Mr. LEs­
LIE ; altho the duke could 
be no .tnore ignorant than the 
minifler, how ill the latter had 
been ufed, how far the cheva­
lier had been from keeping the 

\\'ord 



2 7 2 A L E T T E R to 

'tvord which he had given, and 
on the faith of which Mr. LEs­
LIE had come over to him. 
They both knew, that he not 
only refufed to hear himfelf, 
but that he iheltered the ig­
norance of his priefls, or the 
badnefs of his caufe, or both, 
behind his authority, and abfo­
lutely forbid all difcourfe con­
cerning religion. The _duke 
feemed convinced that it would 
be time enough to talk of re­
ligion to him when he ihould 
be refl:ored, or, at fooneft, when 
he ihould be landed in Eng­
land ; that, the influence under 
which he had Jived being at 
a diftance, the reafonablenefs of 
what we might propofe, joined 
to the apparent neceffity which 

would 
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would then flare him in the 
face, could hot fail to produce 
all the effeds which , we could 
rlefire. 

To ine this whole teafoning 
appeared fallacious. Our bufi­
hefs was not to tnake hit11 change 
app~earances on this fide of the 
water, but to prepate him to 
give thofe which would be necef-

, fary on the other : and there was 
110 toom to hope that if \ve could 
gairt nothing on his prejudices 
here, we :fbould be able to over""" 
com~ them in Britain. I would 
have argued jufl: as the duke of 
ORMOND and LEsLIE, if I had 
been d papif.l; and 1 faw well 
enough that fome people about 
hitn, for in a great dearth of a~i-

S lity 
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li ty there was cunning to be met 
with, a:ffetl:ed nothing more than 
to keep off all difcourfe of reli­
gion. To my apprehenfion it 
was exceeding plain that we 
fhould find, if we were once in 
England, the neceffi ty of going 
forward at any rate with him 
much greater, than he would find 
that of complying with us. I 
thought it an unpardonable fault 
to have taken a formal engage­
n1ent with him, when no previ­
ous fatisfatl:ion had been obtained 
on a point, at leafl: as effential to 
our civil as to our religious r,ights; 
to the peace of the fiate, as to 
the profperity of the church: and 
I looked on this fault to beag· 
gravated by every day's delay . 
. Our fuence was unfair, both 

to 



Sir \VILLIAM WINDHAivi. 275 

to the chevalier, and to our 
friends in England. He was in­
duced by it to believe, that they 
\Vould exaCt far lefs from him, 
than we knew they expeCted : 
and they were confirmed in an 
opinion of his docility, which 
we knew to be void of all 
foundation. The pretence of 
rCJ!loving that influence, under 
which he had lived, was frivo­
lous, and ihould never have 
been urged to me, who faw 
plainly, that, according to the 
meafures purfued by the very 
perfons who urged it, he muff: 
be environed in England by the 
fame people that furrounded 
him here ; and that the court 
of St. James,s would be confti­
tuted, if ever he was reftored, 

S 2 in 
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in the fame tnanner as that of 
St. Germains \Vas. 

WHEN the draught of a 
declaratio11, and other papers 
which were to be difperfed in 
Great Britain, can1e to be fet­
tled, it appeared that my ap­
prehenfion and difhufl: went 
but too weH founded. The 
pretender took exception againfl:­
feveral paffages, and particular­
ly againfl: t,hofe, wherein a di;.. 
reel: promife of fecuring the 
churches of England and Ire­
land was made. He was told 7 

he faid, that he could. -not in 
confci€nce n1ake fuch, a pro­
mife : and, the debr.te being 
kept up a little while, he afked 
me with fotne warmth, why 

the 
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the tories were fo ddirous to 
have him, if they expected 
thofe things fron1 him which 
his religion did not allow ?, 1 
left thefe draughts, by his order, 
with him, that he might con ..... 
£der and amend them. I can­
not fay that he fent them to 
the queen to be correCted by h~r 
confeffor and the reft of her 
council: but I finnly believe 
it. Sure I am, that he took 
titne fufficient to do this; be­
fore he fent them from Bar, 
where he then was, to Paris, 
whither I was returned. ·when 
they were cligefl:ed in fuch ~ 
manner as fatisfied his cafuifl:s". 
he made them be printed: and 
my name was put to the de­
$:laration, as if the original had 

S 3 b~en 
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been figned by n1e. I had hi­
therto fubn1itted tny opinion to 
the judgtnent of others; but 
on this occa:Gon I took advice 
from n1 yfelf. I declared to him, 
that I would not fufi'er n1y name 
to be at the bottom of this 
paper. All the copies which 
can1e to n1y hands I burnt; and 
another \Vas printed off, without 
any counter:figning. 

THE whole tenor ~>f the a­
mendments was one continued 
infl:Clnce of the groileft bigo­
try ; and the 1noft material paf.. .. 
fages were turned \vith all the 
jefuitic~l prevarication . itnagina..­
.ble. As much as it was his in­
terefl, at that time, to cultivate 
the refpeO: ·which many of the 

tories 
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tories really had for the memory 
of th~ late queen, and which 
many others affetl:ed as a far­
ther mark of their oppofition to 
the court, and to the whig par­
ty; as much as it was his in­
terefl: to weave the honor of her 
name into his caufe, and to ren­
der her, even after her death, a 
party to the difpu te ; he could 
not be prevailed u pan to give 
her that charatl:er which her 
enemies allowed her, nor to 
make ufe of thofe expreffions 
in fpeaking of her, which, by 
the general manner of their 
application, are come to be lit­
tle more than terms of refpect 
and words of form., proper in 
the ftyle of public aCts. For 
infiance: 

s 4 
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SHE \Vas called in th~ o:ngt~ 
nal draught " his fifl:er of glo .. 
~' rious and bleifed memory.'t 
In that which he publifhed, the 
epithet of ~~ bleifed H was left 
out. Her erhinent jufiice anq 
her ~xen1plary piety· w~re oc­
cafionally mentioned. In lieq 
of which. h~ fubfl:ituted a flat, 
f!nd, in this cafe, an invidious 
expre{Eon, '' her inclinqtions to 
' -- . a· ,, 
~ JU 1ce. · 

/ 

Nor <Jontent with declaring· 
her ne~ther juft nor pious in 
this world, he did little lefs 
than declare her damned in the 
other) according to the chari­
table principles of the church of 
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" WHEN it pleafed almighty 
'' God to take her to himfeJ.f, '' 
was the expreffion ufed in fpeak~ 
ing of the death of the queen., 
This he erafed, and infl:ead 
thereof inferted thefe words : 
" when it pleafed almighty 
" God to put a period to her 
" 1'£'. " ne. 

HE gracioufly allowed th~ 
univer:G.ties to be nurferies of loy­
alty ; bqt did not think that it 
became him to fty le the~ " nur­
" feries of religiop." 

SINCE his father paifes already 
for a faint, ;:Lnd fin.ce reports are 
encouraged of miracles which 
they fuppofe to be wrought a~ 
l:lis tomb, he might have al­
Jpwed his grandfather to paiS 

3 · for 
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for a n1artyr : but he {huck out 
of the draught thefe words, 
'' that blelfed martyr who died 
~c for hi'3 people,~' which were 
applied to king CHARLEs the 
firll:, and would fay nothing 
tnore of him than that " he fell 
q a facrifice to rebellion.,, 

, IN the claufe which related to 
the churches of England and 
Ireland there was a plain and 
direCt pro1nife inferted of" ef .... 
" feetual proviGon for their fe­
" curity ; and for their re~efl:a­
" blifhment in all. thofe rights 
" which belong to them." This 
claufe was not fu:ffered to fiand, 
.but another was formed, where~ 
in all mention of the church of 
Ireland was omitted, and no:-

thing 
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thing vvas promifed to the church 
of England but the fecurity, 
and '' re-efiablifhment of all 
" thofe rights, privileges, immu­
" nities, and poflefiions which 
'' belong to her," and where­
in he had already protnifed, by 
his declaration of the twentieth 
of July, to fecure and " pro­
'' teet all her members." 

I NEED make no comment on 
a proceeding fo eafy to be un·' 
derfiood. The drift of thefe 
evafions, and of this a:ffeB:ed ob­
fcurity is obvious enough, at 
leafi it will appear fo by the ob­
fervations which remain to be 
made. 

HE was fo afraid of admit­
ting any words which tnight be 
confirued into a promife of his 

con.-
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confenting to thofe things, which 
fhould be found neceffary for 
the prefent or future fecurity of 
our confiitution, that in a pa­
ragraph where he was made to 
fay, that he thought hitnfelf 
obliged to be felicitous fqr the 
profperity of the church of Eng­
land, the vvord profperity was 
expunged; and we were left by 
this mental refervation to guefs 
what he was follicitous for. It 
could not be for her profp,e-

. rity : that he had expunged. 
It n1ufl: therefore be for her de­
fl:ruB:ion, which in his languag~ 
\Vould have been flyled, her 
conver:lion. 

ANOTHER reinarkable proof 
pf tr...e fa1ne kind is to be found 

to-
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towards the concl ufion of the 
dedaration. After having fpoke 
of the peace and floriihing eftate 
of the kingdom, he was made 
to exprefs his readinefs to con­
cert with the two houfes fuch 
further meafures, as ihould be 
thought neceffary for fecuring 
the fame to future generations .. 
The defign of this paragraph 
you fee. He and his council 
faw it too, and therefore the 
word " fecuring" was laid a­
tide, and the word " leaving ,.,_ 
was infer ted in lieu of it. 

ONE would imagine, that a 
declaration correCted in this 
manner might have been fuf­
fered to go abroad without any 
farther precaution. But thefe 

papers 
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' papers had been penned by pro­
tefl:ants; and who could anfwer 
that there might not be ll:ill 
ground fufficient from the . te­
nor of them to infifl: on every 
thing necdfary for the fecuri­
ty of that religion? The decla­
ration of the twentieth of July 
had been penned by a priefl: of 
the fcotch college, and the ex­
preffions had been meafured fo 
as to fuit perfeCtly with the con­
duct which the chevalier in­
tended to hold ; fo as to leave 
room to difiinguilh him, upon 
future occafions, with the help 
of a little pious fophifiry, out 
of all the engagements which 
he feemed to take in it. This 
orthodox paper was therefore to 
accompany the heretical paper 

I into 
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into the world, and no promife 
of moment was to fl:and in the 
latter, unlefs qualified by a re­
ference to the former. Thus 
the church was to be fecured in 
the rights, &c. which belong 
to her. How? No otherwife 
than according to the declara­
tion of the month of July. And 
what does that pron1ife ? Secu­
rity and protetl:ion to the mem­
bers of this church in the en..:. 
joyment of their property. I 
make no doubt, but BELLAR­

MINE, if he had been the che­
valier's confeffor, would have 
pafled this paragraph thus a­
Inended. No engagetnent what­
ever taken in favor of the church 
of Ireland, and a happy di­
fiinetipn found between fecur-. 

lDO" 
b 
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ing that of England, and pro• 
teCting her members. Many a 
ufeful projed: for the defl:ruetion 
of heretics, and for accumu"" 
lating power and riches to the 
fee of Rome, has been efta ... 
blifhed on a more flender foun­
dation. 

Ta E fame fpirit reigns through 
the whole. Civil and religious 
rights are no othenvife to be 
confirmed, than in conformity 
to the declaration of July ; nay 
the general pardon is reflrained 
and· limited to the tern1s pr€­
fcribed therein. 

THis is the account which I 
judged too important to be 
omitted, and \vhich I chafe to 
give you all together. I fhall 

furelv 
.) 
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furely be jufl:ified at prefent in 
concluding, that the tories are 
gfofsly deluded in their opinion 
of this prince's charaCl:er, or .1/: 

elfe that they fac1:ifice all, which 
ought to be efl~emed precious 
and facred among 1nen, to 
their paffions. In both thefe 
cafes I remain fl:ill a tory, an<;! 
am true to the party. In the 
firfl:, I endeavour to undeceive 
you by an experience purchafed 
~t my expence and for your 
fakes : in the fecond, I endea:-. 
vour to prevail on you to revert 
to that principle from w hi~h 
\Ve have deviated. You 'never 
intended, \vhilft I lived amongfl: 
you, the ruin of your country ; 
and yet every :fl:ep, which you 
now 1nake towards the refl:ora-

T tion 
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tion you are fo fond of, is a 
ftep towards this ruin. No 
n1an of fenfe, well informed, 
can ever go into meafures for it, 
unlefs he thinks hin1felf and his 
country in fuch defperate cir­
cumftances, that nothing is left 
them but to chufe of two ruins 
that which they like heft. 

THE exile of the royal fa­
mily, under CRoMWELL~s ufur­
pation, was the principal caufe 
of all thofe tnisfortunes, in 
which Britain has been involv­
ed, as well as of many of thofe 
which have happened to the 
reft of Europe, during n1ore than 
half a century. 

THE two brothers, CHARLES 

and JAMEs, became then infeCl­
ed 



Sir \VILLIAM WINDHAM. 29z 

cd with popery to fuch degrees, 
as their different charatl:ers ad­
mitted of. CHARLEs had parts ; 
and his good underfianding 
ferved as an antidote to repel 
the poifon. JAMEs, the :Gmplefl: 
n1an of his time, drank off 
the whole chalice. The poifon 
met, in his compoG.tion, with 
all the fear, all the credulity, 
and all the obflinacy of temper 
proper to increafe it's viru­
lence, and to fl:rengthen it's 
effeCt. The firfl: had always 
a wrong biafs upon hin1 : he 
connived at the eflablilhtnent, 
and indirectly contributed to the 
growth of that power, which 
afterwards difiurbed the peace, 
and threatened the liberty .of 
Europe fo often ; but he went 

T 2 no 
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no farther .()Ut of the wav. The 
• 

oppofition of his parliaments, 
and his own refleCtions flopped 
him here. The prince and 
the people were indeed mutual­
ly jealous of one another, from 
whence much prefent diforder 
flowed, and the foundation of 
future evils was laid : but his 
good and his bad principles 
combating fiill together, he 
maintained, during a reign of 
more than twenty years, in fame 
tolerable degree, the authority of 
the cro\vn, and the :B.ori:lhing 
efiate of the nation. The laft, 
drunk with fuperfl:itious and even 
enthuG.afl:ic zeal, ran headlong in­
to his own ruin whilft he endea­
voured to precipitate ours. His 
parliament and his people did all 
· they 



they C , .. ; . . '-~ve t11pmf,ul"e"· !..,-· UU.L~.;, ~v l(~ • .~ ..... ~-l~ .,) •<Y 
winning him. But all weis V;lin: 
he had ~o principle on which 
they could take hold. Even his 
good qualities worked againft 
them, and his love of his co~n­
try went halves with his bigo­
try. How he fi1cceeded, we have 
heard from our fathers. The 
revolution of one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty eight faved 
the nation, and ruined the king. 

Now the pretender's educa­
tion has rendered him infinitely 
lefs fit than his uncle, and at 
leaft as unfit as his father, to b~ 
king of Great Britain. Add to 
this, that there is no refource in 
his underfianding. Men of the 
befi fenfe find it hard to over-

T 3 come 
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co1ne religious prejudices, which 
are of all the firongefi ; but 
he is a :flave to the weakeft. 
rrhe rod hangs like the fword 
of DAMOCLEs over his head, and 
he trembles before his n1other 
and his prietl. What, in the 
name of God, can anv mem-

" ber of the church of England 
promife hin1felf from fuch a 
charatl:er ? Are we by ano­
ther revolution to return in-
to the fatne fl:ate from which 
we \Vere delivered by the iirft ? ' 
Let us take example frotn the 
roman catholics, who act very 
reafonably in refufing to fub­
mit to a protefl:ant prince. 
-HENRY the fourth had at leafl: 
as good a title to the crown of 
France, as the pretender has to 

ours. 
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ours. His religion alone flood 
in his way, and he had never 
been king if he had not remov­
ed that obftacle. Shall we fub­
mit to a popiih prince, who will 
no more i1nitate HENRY the 
fourth in .changing his religion, 
than he will imitate thofe ihin­
ing qualities which rendered 

· him the honefiefl: gentlen1an, the 
bravefi captain, and th~ great­
eft prince of his age ? Allow 
me to give a loofe to my pen 
for a moment on this fubject. 
General benevolence, and uni­
verfal charity feen1 to be cfl:a­
blifhed in the gofpel as the di­
ftinguiiliing badges of chrifl:i­
anity. How it happens I can­
not tell ; but fo it is, that in 
all ages .of the church the pro-

T 4 fdfors 
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feffors of chriftianity feem to 
h~ve been animated by a quite 
contrary fpirit. Whilfr they 
were thinly fcattered over the 
world, tolerated in fome places, 
but eftablifhed no where, their 
zeal often confumed their cha-­
rity. Paganifm, at that time 
the religion by law efl:ablifh­
ed, was - infulted by many 
of them ; the ceremonies were 
difturbed, the altars thrown 
down. As foon as by the fa­
vor of CoNSTANTINE their nutn­
bers were iricreafed, and the 
reins of government were put 
into their hands, they began 
to em ploy the fecular arm, nc,t 
~nly againfr different religions, 
but againfl: different felts which 
arofe in their own re1igion. A 

n1an 
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man may boldly affirm, that 
more blood has_ been :lhed in the 

' 
difputes betv1een chrifl:ian and 
chrifl:ian, than has ever been 
drawn from the whole body of 
them in the perfecutions of the 
heathen emperors, and in the 
conquefl:s of the mahometan 
princes. Fron1 thefe they have 
received quarter, but never from 
one another. The chrifiian re­
ligion i& actually tolerated a­
mong the mahometans, and the 
domes of churches and 1nofques 
arife in the fame city. But it 
\Vill be hard to find an example, 
where one feB: of chriftians has 
tolerated another which it was 
in their power to extirpate. 
They have gone farther in thefe 
later ages~ ·wha~ was pracrifed 

for-
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formerly has been taught :fince. 
Perfecution has been reduced 
into fyftem, and the difciples of 
the 1neek and humble JEsus 
have avowed a tyranny, which 
the mofi barbarous conquerors 
never claitned. " The wicked 
fubtilty of cafuifts has eftabliili­
ed breach of faith \vith thofe 
who differ from us, as a duty 
in oppofition to faith; and mur­
der itfelf has been made one· of 
the means of falvation. I know 
very well that the reformed 
churches have b~en far from 
going thofe cruel lengths, which 
are authorifed by the doCtrine 
as well as example of that of 
Rome; tho CALVIN put a flam ... 
ing fword on the title of a french 
edition of his Inftitute, with this 

motto, 
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motto, " J e ne fuis point venu 
'' mettre la paix, mais 1' epee :'' 
but I know likewife, that the 
difference lies in the means, and 
not in the aim of their policy. 
The church of England, the 
mofl: humane of all of them, 
would root out every other re­
ligion, if it was in her power. 
She would not hang aoo burn ; 
her meafures would be milder, 
and therefore, perbaps, n1ore 
effetl:ual. 

SrNcE then there is this inve­
terate rancor among chrifiian~, 
can any thing be more abfurd, 
than for thofe of one perfuafi.on 
to trufl: the fupreme power, or 
any part of it, to thofe of ano­
the;r ? Particularly, rnufl: · it not 

be 
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be reputed madnefs in thofe of 
our religion, to truft themfelves 
in the hands of ron1an catho...: 
lic::s? Muft it not be reputed 
impudence in a roman catholic 
to expeCt: that we ihould ? he, 
who looks upon us as heretics, 
as men in rebellion againfl: a 
lawful, nay a divine authority, 
and whom it is therefore meri­
torious by all forts of ways to 
reduce to obedience. There 
are many, I know, amongfl: 
them who think tnore gene­
roufl.y, and whofe n1orals are not 
corrupted by that which is called 
religion : but this is the fpirit 
of the priefl:hood, in whofe fca]e 
that fcrap of a parable, " Com­
" pel the1n to con1e in," which 
they apply as they pleafe, out-

weighs 
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weighs the \vhole decalogue. 
This will be the fpirit of every 
man who is bigot enough tb be 
under their direCtion : and fo 
much is fufficient for my prefent 
purpofe. 

DURING your laft feffion of 
parliament, it was expeaed that 
the whigs would attempt tore­
peal the occafional bill. The 
fan1e jealoufy continues: there 
is, perhaps, foundation for it.· 
Give me leave to afk you, upon 
what principle we argued for 
making this law, and upon 
what principle you muft argu~ 
againfi the repeal of it. I have 
mentioned the prin.ciple in the 
begi.nning of this difcourfe. No 
man ought t9 be trufted with 

any 
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any fhare of power under a go-­
vernment, who mufl:, to aCt 
confifl:ently with himfelf, en­
deavour the defl:ruction of that 
very gov€rnment. Shall this 
propofitiollf pafs for true when 
it is applied to keep a prefby­
terian from being mayor of a 
corporation, and fhall it be­
come falfe, when it is applied 
to keep a papift from being 
king ? The propofition is equal­
ly true in both cafes; but the 
argument drawn from it is juft 
fo much fl:ronger in the latter, 
than in the former cafe, as the 
mifchiefs, which may refult 
from the power and influence 
of a king, are greater than thofe 
which can be wrought by a 
·magiftrate of the loweft order. 

This 
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This feems to my apprehen­
:Gon to ,be argun1entum ad ho­
minem, and I do not fee by 
what happy diilin&ion a jaco­
bite tory could elude the force 
of it. 

IT may be faid, and it has 
been urged to tne, that if the 
chevalier was refiored, the knovv­
ledge of his character would 
be our fecurity; " habet foe­
" num in cornu :" there would 
be no pretence for trufiing him, 
and by confequence it would be 
eafy to put fuch reR:ricrions on 
the exercife of the regal power, 
as might hinder him from inva­
ding or fapping our rmigion and 
liberty. But this I utterly de­
ny. Experience has lbewn us 

ho\V 

4 
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how ready· men are to court 
power and profit; and who can 
determine, how far either the 
tories or the whigs would coin­
ply, in order to fecure to them­
felves the enjoyment of all the 
places in the kingdom ? Sup­
pofe however, that a majority 
of true Ifraelites lhould be found, 
whotn no tetnptation could ob­
lige to bow the knee to BAAL ; 

in order to preferve the govern­
ment on one hand, mull: they 
not deftroy it on the other ? 
The neceifary refhietions would 
in this cafe be fo many, and fo 
important, as to leave hardly 
the fhadow of a monarchy, if 
he fu bmi tted to the1n : and if 
he did not' f~btnit to them, thef€ 
patriots ·would have no refource 

left 
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left but in rebellion. Thus, 
therefore, the affair would turn, 
if the pretender was refiored. 
We might, moft probably, lofe 
our religion and liberty by the 
bigotry of the prince, and the 
corruption of the people. We 
:lhould have rio chance of pre­
ferving them, but by an entire 
change of the whole frame of 
our government, or by another 
revolution. What reafonable 
man would voluntarily reduce 
himfelf to the nece:ffity of mak­
ing an option among fuch me­
lancholy alternatives? 

THE belt which could be 
hoped for, were the chevalier 
on the throne, would be, that 
a thread of favorable accidents, 

U im"' 
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improved by the wifdom and 
virtue of parliament, might 
keep off the evil day during his 
reign. But fiill the fatal caufe 
would be efiabliilied, it would 
be entailed upon us, and every 
man would be apprifed, that 
fooner or later the. fatal effeCl: 
mufi follow. Confider a little 
what a condition we :fhould be 
in, both with refpeCl: to our fo­
reign in terefi, and our domefl:ic 
quiet, whilfi the reprieve lafl:ed, 
whilft the chevalier or his fuc­
ceffors made no direCt attack 
upon the conftitution. 

As to the firfi, it is true in­
deed, that princes and fl:ates are 
friends or foes to one another, 
according as the motives of am-

4 bition 
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bition drive them. Thefe are 
the fir:ll: principles of union and 
divifion amongfl: them. T'he 
protefl:ant powers of Europe 
have joined, in our days, to [up­
port and aggrandife the houfe of 
A ufl:ria, as they did, in the days 
of our forefathers, to defeat 
her defi.gns, and to reduce her 
.power ; and the mofl: chrifiian 
king of France has n1ore than 
on<;:e joined his councils, and his 
anns too, with the councils 
and arms of the mofl: mahon1e­
tan e1nperor of Confl:antinople. 
But fl:ill there is, and there 
mufi continue, as long as the 
influence of the papal autho­
rity fubfi.fls in Europe, another 
general, permanent, and inva­
riable divifion of interefl:s. The 

U 2 "' powers 
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powers of earth, like thofe of 
heaven, have two diHintl: mo­
tions. Each of them rolls in his 
own political orb, but each of 
them is hurried at the fame time 
round the great vortex of his re­
ligion. If this general notion 
be jufl, apply it to the prefent 
cafe. WhiHl: a ro1nan catholic 
holds the rudder, how can we 
expeCt to be fl:een;d in our pro­
per courfe ? His political intereft 
will certain! y incline him to di­
reB: our firfl: motion right ; but 
his mifl:aken religious interefl: 
will render him incapaqle of do­
ing it fieddily. 

As to the laft, our domefl:ic 
quiet ; even whilfl: the cheva­
lier, and 'thofe of his race con­

cealed 
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cealed their game, we fhould 
remain in the mofl: unhappy , 
fl:ate which human nature is fub­
je.Ct to, a ftate of doubt and fuf­
penfe. Our prefervation would 
depend on n1aking him the ob­
jeCt of our eternal jealoufy, who, 
to render himfelf and his people 
happy, ought to be that of our 
entire confidence. 

WHILST the pretender and his 
fuccelfors forbore to attack the 
religion and liberty of the na­
tion, we :fhou ld remain in the 
condition of thGfe people who 
labor under a broken conftitu­
tion, or who carry about them 
fome chronical diftemper. They 
feel a little pain at every mo­
ment; or a certain uneafi.nefs, 

U 3 which 
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which is fometimes lefs tolerable 
than pain, hangs .continually on 
them, and they langui:fh in the 
confl:ant expeCl:ation of dying 
perhaps in the feverefl: torture. 

BuT if the fear of hell1hould 
diffipate all other fears in the 
pretender's mind, and carry him, 

,, which is frequently the effeCt of 
that pa:ffion, to the mofl: defpe­
rate undertakings; if among his 
fuccdfors a man bold enough to 
n1ake the atten1pt iliould arife, 
the condition of the britiih na­
tion would be flill more deplora­
ble. The attempt fucceeding, 
we iliould fall into tyranny; for 
a change of religion could never 
be brought about by confent ; 
and the fame force, that ·would 

be 
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be fufficient to en!lave our con­
fciences, would be [ ufficien t for 
all the other purpofes of arbitra­
ry power. The attempt failing, 
we fhould fall into anarchy ; for 
there is no medium when dif-

< putes bet-ween a prince and his 
people are arrived at a certain 
point; he mufl: either be fub- ~ 
mitted to, or depofed. 

I HAVE now laid before you 
even more than I intended to 
have faid when I took my pen ; 
and I am perfuaded, that if thefe 
papers ever come to your hands, 
they will enable you to cafl up 
the account between party and 
me. Till the titne of the queen's 
death it fiands, I }Jelieve, even 
between us. The 'tories diftin-

U 4- guifhed 

' 
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guifhed me by their approbation, 
and by the credit which I had 
amongfi them i and I endeavour­
ed to difiinguiih myfelf in their 
fervice, under the immediate 
weight of great difcouragement, 
and with the no very diftant pro­
fpeCt of great danger. Since that 

, • .titne the account is not fo even, 
and I dare appeal to any in1par­
tial perfon, \vhether my :fide in 
it be that of the debtor. As to 
the opinion of mankind in ge­
neral, and the judgment which 
pofl:erity will pafs on thefe mat­
ters, I am under no great con­
cern. " Suutn cuique decus 
H pofl:eritas rependit.'~ 

FROM;. 
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E A R L o F S T A I R, 

His majefl:y's emba!rador at Paris, 

T 0 

JAMES CRAGGS junior, Efq. 

Secret Letter *. 

Monfi.eur, 

VOus aves vu par rna dep~­
che l'etat de la negocia­

tion. J' ai a prefent a vous par­
ler, en particulier, de BoLING­

BROKE. 

* This letter, which, with feveral more 
private and fecret letters, had been return­
ed to lord STAIR by his correfpondent, 
was communicated to the editor of thefe 
papers, fome time ago, by a relation ofhis 
lordfhip: and it is copied here, exaB:Iy, 

• from the original in his own hand-writ­
ing. 
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J E 1' ai vu ches moi le jour 
apres l'arrivee de Mr. PtTT : et 
nous avons eu enfemble une con­
verfation d'une heure et demie ; 
dont la fubfiance efi, que lui, 
BoLINGBROKE, rentroit, du meil­
Ieur de fan creur, dans fon devoir 
envers fon roi et fa patrie ; et 
que rien au monde etoit capable 
dele detacher de cette refolution, 
quand meme fa rnajefl:e ne trou­
vcroit pas a propos de lui faire 
grace. Qu'il etoit pret, des ce 
molnent, a s'employer avec moi 
dans ce pa'is-ici pour le fervice 
du roi, :li je croyois qu'il y pou­
voit etre utile a quelque chofe; 
et qu'il me communiqueroit tout 
c:e qui viendroi{ a fa connoiffance 
qui lne pourroit etre de quelque 
ufage, etq qu'ilnl'aideroit volon-

tiers 
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tiers de toutes les lumieres qu'il 
pourroit avoir acquifes par fes 
habitudes ici. 

IL me dit, que je f~avois bien, 
par fon caraetere, qu'il ne fai­
foit pas les chofes a demi ; qu' en 
rentrant en fan devoir il fe pro­
pofoit de fervir le roi et fa pa­
trie avec zele et avec affeCtion. 
~e pour cet effet, il fe croi­
roit oblige, par toutes les obli­
gations du devoir, de la recon­
noilfance, de l'honneur et de 
1' in,teret me me, d' infonner le 
roi de tout ce que fon expe­
rience lui pourroit fuggerer 
d' utile pour le fervice de fa ma­
je:fle, pour 1' a:ffermilfement de 
la tran_quillite publicfue, et pour 
· pr~verfir to us le~ projets qui fe 

pour-
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pourront former en fa veur de fes 
ennemis. ~'il feroit tout ce 
qui dependroit de lui de faire 
rentrer les toris qui ont embraffe 
le parti du pretendarit dans ·leur 
devoir; en leur faifant voir quelle 
efpece d'homme Je pretendant 
etoit; et qu'ils fe trompoient s'ils 
croyoient qu'ils pourroient a voir 
de I a furete a vee 1 ui ou pour 
leur liberte ou pour leur reli­
gion. Que pour pouvoir faire 
cela, il etoit neceffaire, meme 
pour le fervice du roi, que lui, 
BoLINGBROKE, ne fut pas perdu 
de reputation, qu 'il ne pafs~t 
pas pour deia.teur. 

IL in:G.ll:a beaucoup fur cet ar­
ticle. " Ce que je propofe de 
u faire, me dit-il, eft digne d'un 

" bon-· 
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" honn~te homme, convaincu 
" de fon erreur et touche d'un 
" vrai rtpentir; c' efi ce que je 
" ferai hautement et a la face 
" de l'univers : et permettts­
" moi d'ajouter, que c'efl un 
" fervice rtel que je rendrai au 
" roi et a rna patrie. Mais de 
" confentir a trahir des particu­
" liers, ou a reveler ce qui m'a 
(' ete confie, ce feroit me def­
" honnorer a jamais." 

J E ne dois pas oubl~er a VOUS 

dire, qu'outre fon eloignement 
pour le pretendant, il m' a te · 
moigne beaucoup de depit contre 
la France: et je fuis flir qu'il me 
parloit fincerement. 

J E ferai bien-aife d' ~tre in­
ftruit au plut6t touchant les in-

' I tentlODS 
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tentions du roi a fan egard, et 
de ce que je dais lui prornettre 
au nom de fa majefte; a:fin 
qu'il puifre etre en etat de fe 
retirer de ce pa"is-ici, ou j' appre­
hende qu'il ne fait pas bon pour 
lui. 

PouR tnoi; je vous avoue 
franchement, que je crois qu'il 
m' a parle dans la :G.ncerite de fon 
creur; qu'il efl: refolu de faire 
fon mieux pour abattre le parti 
du pretendant, et pour le dera­
ciner tout-a-fait :G. cela de­
pendoit de lui = et il me pa­
roit certain, qu'il n'y a per­
fonne qui puifre nuire au pre­
tendant au point qu'ille peut 
fair e. 

A' LA 
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A' LA fin de n6tre converfa­
tion, il me ferra la main, et me 
dit : " Milord, :fi 1' on me fait 
" la jufiice de croire que mes 
" profe:ffions font :finceres, plus 
" ils menagent rna reputation, 
" plus ils font le fervice du roi. 
" Si au contraire ils me foup9on­
" nent de ne pas marcher droit, 
" ils auront raifon d'exiger de 
" moi des conditions que j'aurai 
'' en meme terns raifon conlme 
" unhonnetehomme, de refufer. 
" Les difficultes que je fais de 
" promettre trop, peuvent fer­
" vir de garans que je tiendrai 
" ce a quoi je m' engage. En 
" tout cas, le terns et rna con­
" duite uniforme convaincront 
'' tout le monde de Ia droi ture 
" de rnes intentions : et il vaut 

'' tnieux 
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~' mieux attendre ce terns avec 
" patience, quelque long qu'il 
" puiffe ~tre, que d'arriver avec 
" precipitation a fon but en for­
ce tant du grand chemin de 
" l'honneur et de la pro bite." 

SoME 
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Mihi autem non minori curae efl: qualis ref­
publica pofl: mortem meam futura fit, quam 
qualis hodie fit. Crc. in LAEL. 

By the late Right Honorable 

HENRrScr. JOHN, 

LoRD VIscouNT BoLINGBROKE. 
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SOME 

REFLECTIONS 
0 N THE 

Ptefent StATE of theN AT IoN, 

Principally with regard to her 

T A x E s and her D E B T s ; 

AND 'oN THE 

CAusEs and CoNSEQYENcEs of them. 

S. INCE we are got out of 
a war, the leafl: fuccefsful, 

and the mofl: expenfive, that 
this nation ever made; after 
having taken part threefcore 
years. together, like principal 
~Cl:ors, ili aU the other wars 

X 2 and 



and all the negotiations of the 
continent; it is time, furely, 
that we recal our attention hon1e­
wards, and confider the prefent 
ftate of our own country' par­
ticularly with refpect to her taxes 
and her debts ; to the nature 
and application of the former, 
to the rife and progrefs of the 
latter, to the neceffity and ,to the 
n1eans of diminifhing both. 

THE revolution of our go­
vernment in one thoufand :Gx 
hundred and eighty eight makes 
a mofi remarkable aera in the 
hiftory of Britain on many ac­
counts,. and on none more, than 
on that which is the fubjeet of 
thefe papers. The public re­
venue, in net money, amounted, 

at 
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~t that time, to no n1ore, th.an 
two millions annually ; which 
were fuf.ficient to defray the or­
dinary expences of the crown, as 
well as to maintain a fleet, and a 
greater army than was neceifary 
for the defence of the country at 
that time. This revenue was 
raifed without any tax on land or 
malt, and by a very few of thofe 
innumerable duties which have 
been :Gnce laid, to the oppref­
:Gon of the landed and tnercan­
tile intere£1: of the nation. Thefe 
duties have been fo mortgaged 
too, that we are unable, at this 
time, to fend a cock-boat to 

fea, or to keep a :Gngle cen­
tinel at Whitehall. gate without 
a ]and..:tax. 

X 3 

\ 
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THE puqlk deh>ts, that of th~ 
hankers included, am,oun ted to 
littl~, 1110re t~an three nundred. 
~houfan_<.\ ~unds at the begin~ 
JJing of this aera. Th~y amount 
now to foBrkOFe millions. To 

' - - ~ • k ' ' • • 

difcover how this gr:~at chang€ 
in our n;1ti:o~al_ circumfiances 
h(lsbeen br:ot!ght about is fur1tly 
an object of reafonable, and may 
'he fuch of ufeful, curiofity. 

KING WILhiAM:· engaged in a 
neceffary war with France as 
foon a& -he came· to the throne. 
It was necefiary that he fhould 
maintain tl1e revolution he.had 
made, and aifert his right tQ 

the crown he had acquired· by 
the befi of all titles, the free 

,gift 
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gift 9f a people whom he had 
delivered froni impending. d-e.; 
Rrud:ion, from popery and· 
fhivery. This war ~ight be 
thought neceirary too in another 
refpe&. 

FRo.M the treaty of Weftpha--· 
Ha, and from the pyrenean, to' 
the acceffion· of king WILLfA1\i 

to our throne, the power and 
ambition of France bad grown 
up together~· and- were become 
exorbitant. No'' efforts had 
been rparl~ fufficient to reduce; 
fcarce any fuflicient fo refill, 
the former. No meafures had 
been cmi.certed, no preparations 
had been·; made, to difappoiht 
the latter in t:hat' greaf obje&, 

X 4 the 
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the · acquifition; of the fpanifh 
monarchy to the ~oufe of Bour­
Bon. From the revolution this 
alarm was taken, which !hould 
have . been taken fooner. The 
fpirit of our court was changed, 
the eyes of our people were 
opened, and· ail~ men faw how 
nece:(fary it . was -to preferve, in 
concert with the Spaniards, the 
fucceffion of their monarchy 
to the houfe of Aufl:ria, in­
ftead of fuffering it to fall into 
that of Bourbon, which was ex­
clud~d from it by the mofl: fo­
lemn engage1ne_nts. 

QuEEN ANNE came to the 
throne .at the eve of another 
great war, of a war againft 

France 
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France and Spain, which her 
predecdfor was ready to under­
take, tho he had no.t aCtually de­
clared it when he died, in or­
der to procure fome reafonable 
fatisfattion to the emperor for 
a fucceffion, which had been then 
lofl: to his family by his own 
fault. 

KING WILLIAM, who en­
gaged , for fo much tnore in the 
firfl: grand alliance, would en­
gage for no more than this in the 
fecond. But the private interefi 
of her minifl:ers, the intrigues 
of her allies, a~d the railinefs 
of a party, drew the queen 
much further : and it muft be 
confdfed that a fubferviency to 

the 
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the court of Vienna, which~ has 
coft m fo dear, began in her 

• • 1. w ; 
time;. not ~~~- :(1ng ILLIAM s, 

thJ lfl:er Th~~t ':7as, what fhe de­
cl:ared it ~o- be, entirely engliili, 
and tho he \Vas cenfured, I 
think very unjuftly, fo:r-too· g-reat 
regard to foreign interefts and 
~oo little for thofe of Britain. 

THE war king WILLIAM waged 
was not very- fuccefsful : and 
yet, if the en1peror would. have 
eonfente<f to fend' his fecond 
fon into Spaih~ during· the life 
of CH A'RL~s the fecond, ~ing 
WILLIAM: "v-nuld have·fucceeded 
in~ both the objeas of this war. 
He had· maintained liimfelf on 
the ,throne; and had obliged 

France 
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France to promife that !he would 
not difiurb him in the poffef­
fwn of it. As to the other 
objeCt, no treaties of partition 
would have been thought ne­
c_effary by hin1 in that cafe ; nei­
thctr would thi:s nation have had 
any thing more to do, when 
the fpanifh f:ucceffion was open:, 
than to fupport, \\-~ith the con­
currence of that whole nation, 
an auftrian. prince, who· was 
actually on the fpot with an 
aufirian arn1y, and who had 
been already declared prefum­
ptive heir. Tpus- we might have 
had' a defenfive war t>Q make 
with gr~t advantuges- on our 
fide ; and the events· of the of­
fenfi ve war;, w.hich we were 

obliged 
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obliged to make afterwards, 
:fhew fufficiently what ·would 
have been the fuccefs of the 
other. The councils of Vienna 
laid us wantonly, if I may fay 
fo, under great difad vantages : 
and king WILLIAM ther~fore re­
folved, like a wife prince, to ex­
pofe neither this country, nor 
his own, to the hard tafk. of re­
covering the whole fpanifb mo­
narchy out of the hands ·of 
PHILIP. He accommodated his 
fyfl:em to the circumftances of 
the time ; and aimed at no 
more now, -than to force the 
French and Spaniards to come 
into fame compofition about 
the auftrian preten:Gons, about 
trade, about barriers, and about 

effec-
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effectual. means to hinder a fu-
ture union of France and Spain 
under ,one monarch. 

THIS was all that he mean­
ed. But they, who delighted in 
war be<;aufe they hoped to get 
in1menfely by it, and they, who 
amufed themfelves and others 
with vain· [peculations about a 
thing very real in itfelf, about a 
balance of power, enfnared both 
England and Holland into en..;. 
gagements for dethroning PHr-:­
LIP and fetting up CHARLES in 
his room, tho we had acknow­
ledged'" the former, tho the 
Caftilians were fl:rongly attached 
to him, and tho he was in quiet 
poifeffion . of the fpaniili do-

minions 
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minions in both hemifpheres. 
Flattered by groundlefs hopes 
of a revolution in favor of his 
1·ival, and fluilied by the firfl: 
fuccefs of eur arms, this pre­
cipitate engagen1ent was ap­
p.roved and fupported by us, 
notwithftanding the abfurd con­
duct of the emperor, and the 
wife referve of king WILLIAM; 

both of which fhould have 
put us more on our guard, 
and havtt made us leU fax. . 
~u1ne. 

IT is perhaps worth while to 
make an obfervation in thi~ 
place, which was made at the 
time we £peak of by Spaniatds, 
who acknowledged PaiLIP th~ 

2 £ft? 
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fifth in ~o1npliance with the 
will of CHARLEs the fecond, 
and yet were averfe to the in­
fluence and authority which 
France affumed over them. They 
obferved, tba~ CaoMWELL had 
forced them tQ give th~ir infanta 
to LEwi~ the fourteenth, by 
jojoing his anns with thofe of 
Fra11ce againft them, and that 
we went aqout to force them, 
·half a. ~~ntury afterwards, by 
a pew wq.r1 to an abfolute de­
p~uda,nce on Franc~. 

T~E co~rt of Vienna, de­
fi.rous to acquire the italian do­
minions, a1¥1 too indifferent a­
bout Spain and the Weft..,Indies, 
made her profit of our rafh-

nefs. 
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nefs. She left the whole weight 
of the war on En gland and 
Holland. She did worfe. She 
not only negleCl:ed the war by 
contributing little or nothing to 
it, except the name of Aufl:ria 
and the claims of that family ; 
the facrificed the fuccefs of the 
common caufe, for fo it was 
called improperly enough by 
her; whenever any little inferior 
interefl:, that feemed to be hers 

~ 

n1ore immediately, came in the 
way: by which ihe not only pro­
longed the war, but increafed 
the annual expence of it to 
England and Holland, without 
taking any £hare in: this expence 
on herfdf that deferves to 'be 
n1entioned. 

4 Ex-
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ExPERIENCE '\Vas loft upon us. 
Our political deliriun1 continued. 
It grew in fame fort habitual by 
the artifice employed at home~ 
and by the vietories obtained a ... 
broad. The war languifhed how­
ever upon the whole, notwith­
:fl:anding our utn1ofl: efforts ; th~ 
weight of A ufl:ria grew every year 
heavier on us, whilft that of Spain 
grew every year lighter onFrance; 
the Spaniards were able to defend 
themfel ves againft us at lafl:, and 
the fuccefs of our enemies in Spain 
made them amends for our vic­
tories in Flanders. 

THE dethronement of PHILIP 

in favor of CHARLES was be­
.come eviqently a chimerical pro­
jeCt in the year one thoufand fe-

y ven 
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ven hundred and ten, at the !at­
eft, and it became in the follow.-. 
ing year fo ineligible, by the death 
of the emperor JosEPH, to whom 
his younger brother CHARLEs fuc~ 
ceeded, that one cannot conceive 
the men, who clamored for it,. 
even then to have been in earn­
eft ; fince their aim, in that cafe,, 
fnufl: have been to fet the impe­
rial and fpanifh crowns on .the 
fame head, againfl: the common 
interefl: of Europe and the fun­
damental principle of the war ... 

BuT tho we· could not con~ · 
quer Spain by a war, we might 
have reduced the exorbitant power 
of France by a peace. We might 
have fl:ripped her of that barrier 
wherein this exorbitant powet; 

I con-
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!2onfifted chiefly ; as every man, 
who knew what he meaned when. 
he t:;llhd_ofthis exorbitant power, 
mufr have intended. We might 
have laid her as open to the incur­
fions of her neighbours, as · hex 
neighbours we:re tq l;le:r~ ; as open 
as fhe had been when a prince 
CAsiMtR, or any other general of 
Reitres, cou~d penetrate, without 
a :liege, and fometimes without 
a battle, into the heart of her . 
provinces. 

BuT we would not do the lat­
~er, becaufe vve could not do the 
former. We acted like men who 
thought that the exorbitant pow­
er of one family could not be re­
duced, unlefs a power as exorbi­
tant WfilS raifed in another; and 

Y 2 who 
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who never looked back to pre­
ceding centuries to confider the 
ufurpations, the tyranny, and the 
bigotry that the houfe of Aufiria 
had exercifed in the fulnefs of her 
power, and would exercife again 
if :lhe was ever refiored to the 
fame. 

WE were difappoin ted in our 
great political views, after two 
wars that had lafted twenty five 
years with a very :lhort interval 
between them. We had done our 
utmo:A: to defeat that fcheme of 
ambition France had opened to 
herfelf, and of danger to all her 
neighbours, by the pyrenean trea­
ty: and, tho this danger af­
feB::ed us lefs than any other na-
-tion engaged in the alliance, w~ 
·~- had 
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had exhaufl:ed ou_rfelves to mail}­
tain it. 

WHEN king WILI:.IAM entered, 
im1nediately after the revolution, 
on this great fcene of acrion, 
the unincumbered condition of 
this nation, which has been hint­
ed at above, was fuch, that he 
might have been fupported in it, 
by good management, as pro­
fufely as he was, and even more 
effeCl:ually, by the revenue then 
fubfifl:ing, by a land-tax, by the 
excife on malt, and by fome addi­
tional fubfidies, all of which would 
have been raifed within the year. 
A fcheme of this kind was pre­
pared and offered. It was allow­
ed to be pracricable: but it was 
reje8:ed for a reafon that appeared 

Y 3 piau-
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plau:lible in political refinement, 
and has proved moft pernicious 
in it~ s confequences. It was faid 
·that a new government, efl:a­
·blifhed againfi the antient prin-
. ciples, and aCtual engagements of 
many' could not be fo effectually 
fecured any way, as it would be 
if the private fortunes of great 

. humbers were made to depend 
on the prefervation of it; and 
that this could not be done un­
lefs they were induced to lend 
their money to the public, and 
to acceptfecurities under the pre­
fent efl:abliihment. Thus the me­
thod of funding, and the trade of 
flock-jobbing began. rrhus were 
great companies created, the pre­
tended fervants, but in many re-

fpeB:s 
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fpeets the real mafters ,.of ~very 
adminiftration. 

< 

I no not .pretend to determine 
bow far the wifdom of our legif­
lature might have· provided, at 
the beginning of the new war,. 
againfi the growth and fpreadi.ng 
·of that cancerous humor, which 
had begun to knaw our vitals m 
the former. All I am to obferve 
is, that, a tnoneyed intereft being 
firmly e{l:abliihed by . this time, 
and fuch numbers being accti-
fiomed to make immenfe profit 
at the public expence, there is 
no room to wonder if we pt~ 
ceeded on the fame plan during 
the reign of queen ANNE. We 
<lid fo: and the debts contraCted 
in this war being added to tho(e 

Y 4 of 
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of the former, the whole of our 
debt amounted to little lefs than 
fifty millions._ 

HAviNG ae<;umulated fo im ..... 
menfe a debt, the queen put 'tll 
end to the war. She could pot 
att~mpt to alter the fyfiem of 
it whilil: it continued~ withottt 
throwing the whole alliance in~9 
confufion, alter fome of the prin-

. cipal allies h~d declared, on the 
death of J QSEPH, that they would 
not conf~nt CHARLES :lhould be 
king of Spain as well as emperor~ 

THE intereil: of Britain requir­
ed, no doubt, that we :lhould 
turn our eyes from the continent 
to our own ifland, and that we 
:lhould improve the opportunity 
and the advantages which a peace 

gav~ 
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gave us. Whatever prejudices 
have been propagated indufiri­
oufly againft that of Utrecht, 
thus much at leafi is certain : we 
were obliged no longer by treaties 
to affume any other part in the 
affairs of the continent, than that o 

which the immediate intereft of 
our own country required. The op­
portunity and the means of dimi­
niiliing taxes, reviving commerce, 
,and paying debts wereopen to us. 

rfHIS pacific fcheme ought to 
have been purfued, no doubt, till 
we had r~trieved our affairs, and 
recovered our former :Llrengtli in 
[orne good degree, and till we 
were prepared· to take any part in 
future events, which our honor 
Pr intcre~ might. require. Nay) 

th~ 
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this fcheme was the more necef ... 
.fary to be purfued; if France 
was left too powerful, no matter 
-by whofe fault, as I am ready to 
·admit.that fhe was; and if the 
two branches of Bourbon were to 

· he looked upon in this century, 
like the two branches of A ufi-ria 
in the laft, as infeparable allies, 
united by blood and by joint am­
bition. It was the more eafy to 
be purfu~d too, becaufe a long 
minority was beginning inFrance, 
and nrany other circumftances of 
charaCters and of .G.tuation, ex: 
tremely favorable to it, concur~ 

red in that court and country. 
' 

THis ihould have been the 
fcheme of our policy ; but un­
happily it was not.. The lat~ 

king, 
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1.ing, as elettor of Hanover, had 
reafon, :riC! doubt, to defire the 
acquifition of Bremen and V er­
den. Our nation contributed to 
it with her money,' and forced 
it with 'her · arms ; tho it was 
made in contradiction tb -the en.:.. 
gagen1ents that the crown of 
·England had taken when king 
WILLIAM ·gave his guaranty to 
the treaty ofTravendahl. This ac­
quifition became the firft link of 
a political chain, by which we 
were dragged back into new and 
expen:live broils, the confequeh­
ces· whereof \Ve feel at this hour. 

WHEN the king acquired thefe 
dutchies, it became nece:ffary to 
procure the invefl:iture of them: 
and I \Vill fay, becaufe I can de-' 

mon-
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_:mo~~~' ·.that) thefe. inveftitur~ . 
. might.-haye~ been prpcured, . an~ 
t~e · e111pe~.<?.~ · flatter.~d. ~~th . tll~ 
t<tcq~tion, o.(Si~ily, .. by meafurc:s 
~;as_. effeCtual, .. ~d. ~uch ·more 
conftite:t;lt~-~with former treaties . . . . ~ ". -

· -~~. ~e ce~li~ !fa.IlS~~l~ty, t:Jla~ · 
thofe that w.ere taken.· .The houfe 
'o'fA~~ .fa<#ce~. th~ fuccefs 
·of the ~w.ar~ to ·the 'immediate ac-
quili~~~-_of:~~pl~s. --~!V ~- f~cr~7 
·need ·all .. the advantag~s of th~, 
peace,: ~?procure her that of Si; 
cily in_ ,r~e mariner vve did prq­
cure it. I have · -hea,rd it faid: 
whilft -thefe affairs were in tranf~\ 
a~ion, that the treaty -of quadru~ 
pie alliance would' -complete- that 
ofUtrecht~ . But· the event has 

' . ' 

:fhewn; ;~and· 'it ·was obvious tQ~ 
forefe_e, that· one ofthefe treati~s· 

would 



0 F -T~H-E N ATI o·N. S49 

~vould:· unravel the fyfr~rii~~o(' the 
~ther. · If-we had ;n1aintairied 
the ~neutnility ~f -Italy, as; we 
were obliged to do·.··by·:treaty, 
even indulging . the emperor in 
the acquifition o( Sicily,·· and 
yielding. to· the houfe;·of- Savoy 
the eventual fucce:ffions "which 
we ftipulat~ lhould be given. to 

I Spain; the intention'.of.~etreaty 
of Utreeht would have been pre~ 
ferved,. a11:d France:.. ·by coricur~ 
ring ~ ·. tl1:efe-. ineafures _woUld 
have· fhe\VU hei-Tm~eritiin riiain-: 
taining the fettleme_ntof;EuFOpe.: 
But when . {he be~e·a -partY 
to the quadruple ·alliance, : ilie 
:lneaned 'nothing more; than to 
give the. fpanilh branch ~f Bour..;. 
bon an opp9rtunity of -reannex...: 
ing to that .crown ·the italian ~ 

ffil111011S: 
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minions : and we, w_e,r_e _ gro.lSl y, 
her buqbles when we triuTI?-phe~ 
that ihe entered into the quadru­
ple alliaQ.ce, and made a iliarn war 
to oblige PHILIP to accede to it. 

As long, then, as there were 
hopes of obtaining an extraordi­
nary invefiiture of Bremen and 
Verden, we Battered the emperor 
at no fmall expence. As foon 
as it became apparent that this 
inveftiture could be obtained in 
no other manner than it had 
been granted formerly, we in­
fulted hitn. We imputed to him 
de:G.gns, he has conftantly dif~ 
owned, and we have never prov­
ed; after which we complained 
of his ingratitude, we threaten­
ed war, and we prepared for it 

by 
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by maintaining" with great pro­
fuG.on, a fianding army of Hef4 

fians in Germany. 'The fame. 
men, who complained fo lately 
that France had been left too 
powerful by the treaty of. Utrecht, 
and that great danger would 
arife from her clofe conne8:iop. 
with Spain, complained now of 
the too great power of the houfe 
of Aufl:ria, and of the danger 
that would arife from a good un-· 
derfl:anding. between the emperor 
and king PHILIP. In :fl11ort, our 
politics were not only variable, 
but incomprehen:G.ble to every 
;man who knt;w the ftate and in­
terefl: of Great Britain, but was 
not fo well apprifed of the feveral 
turns of interefi: which were tQ 
be ferved abroad .. 
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WHEN our minifiers had once 
departed from the fl:raight line of 
britiih policy, the difficulty of 
returning to it becan1e every year 
greater, and the inclination every 
year lefs·. We continued bufy 
and bu:fHing in every court ofEu­
rope. We negotiated againfi the 
emperor in concert with ·France, 
and gave her thereby the means 
of regaining more of that credit 
and influence in the empire, 
\vhich ihe had formerly had, 
than ihe could have acquired 
without our affiftance. We con­
trived to make peace abroad al­
mofi as chargeable to u~ as war. 
Abufes of every kind were fuffer­
ed at home. Trade was neither 
eafed ~1or encouraged ; and the 

gra-
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gradual payment of our debt 
was utterly negleCted by a mini~ 
fier rather defrrous to keep his 
country un-der this oppreffion; 
thai1 ignorant of the means to 
deliver her froni it. Whilft we 
acted in this manner, France 
grew frugal, lhe made the debts 
fhe could not pay fit more lightly 
on her, lhe raifed her credit1 

and lhe extended her commerce~ 
In £hort, her firength increafed, 
and ours dimini£hed. We were 
reduced to a fl:ate of weaknefs 
we had never felt before; and 
this very weaknefs was urged as 
a reafon for bearing tamely the 
ioffes our merchants fuftained, 
and all the affronts our govern­
ment received, lefl: we ihould be 
drawn into a war by ufing repri-

_z fals, · 
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fals, the common right of ~ na­
tion~ 

·As tame as .we were, 'the~ info..;: 
.•· ....., ' 

lence of the Spaniards, the re~-
fonable itnpatience of our mer:.. 
t:hants, and this very tanienefs- of 
ou_r government, made a fea-war 
unavoidable, jufl: before the 
death of the emperor CHARLES 

the iixth ; which event brought 
the principal ·powers of Europe 
into the field, fet the whoie co!?-­
tinent in a flame, and formed 
one of thofe conjunCtures,. \Vhere­
_in our I1onor and intere.!l n1ay 
oblige us to take a_ part, and for 
~;hich ther~fore \Ve fhould alw:ays 
be prepared. ·-. 

VV E were· in no degree fo pre­
p:lred, after fix or fe\'en and 

t\venty , 
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twenty years of peace : and yet 
when we took a part, we: took 
the mofl: laviih and the mofr im­
politic that we could take. It 
was a miferable part by fea at firft, 
and through the whole <;:ourfe of 
the war by land. I fhall recall 
neither what we did, nor what 
we neglected to do ; and I wi:lh, 
for the honor of my country, 
that the whole may be buried in 
oblivion. Thus much only it is 
to my purpofe to obferve. Firft, 
that our councils feemed to be 
the echoes of thofe free-booters, 
TRENCK and MENTZEL, who 
talked of nothing lefs than con­
quering the two Alfatias and the 
three biihoprics, and of laying 
Champagne \Vafte, whilft all our 
offenfive projeCts on the Rhine 

Z 2 were 
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were daily difappointed: and fe­
condly, that we declined all over­
tures of peace, when the feat of 
the war was transferred, with 
great advantage to France, from 
Germany to the Netherlands, 
where we refolved to wage it 
whether the Dutch would or no, 
and where we were beat on every 
fpot on which my lord MARLBo­

-RoUGH had conquered. 

EvERY defeat in this war, like 
every triumph in the laft, became 
a reafon for continuing it : and 
this mailagem·ent, when ne avow­
able teafon could be given fDr it, 
gave :fufpicious and refining per­
fens occa:G.on to throw out a great 
deal of flander :. for fuch, I hope, 
1t was. In :f-hort, whatever the 

reafons 



0 F T H E N A T I 0 ~. 357 

reafons were, we continued this 
inaufpicious war fo long, and we 
pufhed it fo far beyond our 
firength, that we were within a 
few months of bankruptcy, whe11: 
the French granted us, miracu~ 
lou fly, the fame terms that they 
would have granted two or three 
years before; and when they 
might have marched without 
much trouble or oppofition, after 
taking Maefiricht, into the heart 
of the Seven Provinces : for our 
lafi refource, a mufcovite army, 
was too far off to have enabled 
ours to make a !land. 

Brmaking the war in the Low. 
Countri~s almofl: wholly at our 
pwn expence, and without any 
pr9fpeCt: of fuccefs~ we me~ed to. 

Z 3 caufe 
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caufe fuch a diverfion to the 
forces of France, as might leave 
Germany nothing to fear on the 
Rhine, and as might give time 
and opportunity to the· emprefs 
queen to drive the French and 
Spaniards out of Lon1bardy. We 
facrificed ourfelves for thefe pur­
pofes: but in this war, as in the 
lafi, the court ~f Vien1'1a facri­
:ficed nothing. Frmn the time 
the French · had been obliged, 
n1ore by the ficknefs of their 
troops and the ill conduCt: of their 
generals, than by the force of her 
arms, to abandon Germany, the 
e1nprefs queen feeme4 to make 
\•Jar juf1· ~s h fuited · her conve­
niency, to~fa~r~ all the expence 
f1fe c6uld in "diENet1~crlapds, to 
plu11de; ~H fhe could in Italy,. and 

to 
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to make us pay the whole inl­
menfe fubfidies which we gave 
her for both. 

lN the Nether lands we were 
outnumbered vafHy by the defi­
ciencies -of her·: qu~tas : and in 
Italy, where we had thrown the 
Genoefe into the arms of France 
and Spain, vvith great and jufl: 

- indignation againfr us for the trea­
ty· we· had made at Worms, and 
had, hov1ever, obliged them to 
fubmit after the battle of Placen­
tia, we loft the whole advantage 
ef it by the infatiable avarice and 
extren1e brutality of the Aufiri­
ans. Yet we continued our ef­
forts on that :fide fiill ; and the 
fna.n1 :fiege of Genoa, · for it was 
I'iO n1or'e, and the harmlefs inva-

z 4 fions 
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ftpns of Provence and Da11phiny 
had no other _meaning, than to 
amufe and imp9fe OP, lJS ~U tpe 
~xcefs of 9~r zeal. 

<;)uR expences in every part of 
thi~, firange war, particularly iq 
the N ethedands, ·· were made 
without meafure, beca~fe with::: 
out control ; ~s they will be foon 
convinced who look into the ar-: . ~ .. 

tillery, forage, hofpital, andothe:r 
contingent accounts~ ·The par~ 
liamentary aids from the year 
one thoufand feven hundred - ' ... 

and forty exclufively, to rhe 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and forty eight inclufively, a-: 
mount to ~fty five millio~s five 
hundred tw~nty two thoufanq 
lline hundred fifty nine pounds 

fix teen 
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tixteen fhillings and thrO,! pence, 
and the new debt we have con .... 
tracred to mar~ than thirty 'mil­
lions; which are near twenty 
~illions 111-ore of deb~ that). France 
has contraCted in the fame time: 
a fum that will appear incredible 
to future gener'!-tions, and is fo 
p,lmofl: to the prefent~ There 
are three refleCtions to be made 
on this fl:ate, which lllufl: add to 
our afl:onifhment. Firfl:, that 
the great eft part of this vafl: ex"":' 
pence has been granted on ac­
count of the wa~, chiefly fince 
there remained no reafon for con~ 
' . . . 

tinuing it; that is, fince the time 
when it was in our po\ver to have 
a peace at le~fl: as good, as that 
we have now obtain~d ; and I 
place this aera no higher than the 

year 



362 0 F T H E S T A T E 

year one thoufand feven hundred 
and forty feven inclufi vel y, tho 
I might place it higher, perhaps, 
on very good grounds. Second­
ly, that the debt contraCted in it 
exceeds by much that of king 
WILLIAM's, or that of queen 
ANNE's war; tho both of them 
\vere n1uch longer, and the lafi 
not only more widely fpread, 

but carried into countries, the 
diflance of which and n1any other 
circumfiances increafed every ar­
ticle of our expence extraordina­
rily. Thirdly, that we have 
thrown, by our negotiations and 

by the late war, into the hands 
of the houfe of Bourbon much 
more dmninion in Italy, . than 
y.;ould Lave induced the French 
~·~GertruvdenbeTg to have recalled 

" '-1 

PHILIP 
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PHILIP, and to have given up 

Spain and the Indies; which they 
were ready to do at thofe confer­
ences, as Buvs and V ANDERDus­
s EN acquainted the minifiers of 
the allies, in making one of their 
reports to that affembly. 

BAD as our condition is, let us 
not defpair. Not to defpair of 
the commonwealth, whatever her 
condition be, is the principle 
of a true patriot, that is, of a 
faithful fervant to his prince and 
country : and we may find an 
example to this purpofe, which 
deferves to be quoted, in a book 
that is in the hands of mofl: peo­
ple, and that, I hope, is not un­
read at court, I mean the duke 
of SuLLY's Me1noirs. In them 

we 
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we find that HE NR v the fourth 
turned his whole application to 
every thing, that might be ufe­
ful or ev~n convenient to his 
kingdom, withoq.t fuffering thing& 
that happened out of it to paf~ 
unobferved by him, as foon as 
he had put an ~nd to the civil 
wars of France, and had con .... 
eluded~ peace with Spaifl at Ver~ 
vins. h there {1. ma11~ either 
prince or fubject, who can read, 
without the moft el~vated and the 
mofi: tender fentime11ts, the lan­
guage he held to SuLLY at this 
time, when he thonght himfelf 
dying of a great illnefs b-e had at 
Monceaux? '~My friend I" faid 
he, "I have no fear of death~ 
'' You, who have feen me expofe 
"1ny life fo often, when I might 

"fo 
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" foeafuy have kept out of dan­
" get, know this better than any 
" man. But I mufi confefs that 
'' I am unwilling to die, before 
'' I have raifed this kingdom to 

" the fplendor I have propofed 
" to myfelf; and before I have 
" ihewn my people that I love 
" them like my children, by dif-­
'' charging them from a part of 
" the taxes that have been laid 
'' on them, and by governing 
" them with gentlenefs." 

THE fl:ate of France was then 
even worfe than the flate of Great 
Britain is now : the debts as hea­
vy, tnany of the provinces entire-­
ly exhaufied, and none of them 
in a condition of bearing any 
new impofition. The fl:anding 

2 revenues 
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revenues brought into the king' s 
coffers no more than thirty mil­
lions, tho an hundred and :fif­
ty millions were raifed on the 
people ; fo great were the abufes 
of that government in railing of 
money: and they were not lefs 
in the difpenfation of it. The 
whole fcheme of the adminiftra-­
tion was a fcheme of fraud, and 
all who ferved, cheated the pub~ 
lie, from the highefl: offices down 
to the loweft, from the commif­
fioners * of the treafury down to 
the under-farmers and the under­
treafurers. SuLLy beheld this 
ftate of things, when he came to 
ha \re the fole fuperintendency of 
affairs, with horror. He was 

* Confeilliers dans Je ~onfeil des finances. 

3 ready 
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ready to defpair : but he did not 
defpair. Zeal for hismafl:er, zeal 
for his country, and this very 
fiate feemingly fo defperate, ani­
mated his endeavours : and· the 
noblefl: thought, that ever enter­
ed into the mind of a minifl:er, 
entered into his. He refolved 
to make, and he made,. the re­
formation of abufes, the reduc­
tion of expences, and a frugal 
management, the :G.nking fund 
for the payment of national debts, 
and the fufficient fund for all 
the great things he intended to 
do, without overcharging the 
people. 

HE fucceeded in all. The­
people were in1mediately eafed, 
trade revived, the king' s coffers 

\Vere 
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were filled, a maritime power 
~s created, and every thing ne-" 
cefiary was prepared to put the 
nation in a condition of exe...: 
cuting great de:ligns whenever 
great conjund:ures fhould offer 
themfelves. Such was the dfea: 
of twdve years of wife and honefl: 
adminiftration : and this effeCl: 
would have :fhewed .itfelf in great 
enterprifes againft the houfe of 
Aufl:ria, more formidable in thofe 
days than the houfe of Bourbon 
has been in ours, if HENRY the 
fourth had not been fl:abbed by 
one of thofe affaffins, into whofe 
hands the intereft of this houfe, 
and the frenzy of religion, had 
-put the dagger more than once. 

\VHEN 
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WHEN we confider, in thefe 
memorials, and in others which 
are come down to us, the deplo­
rable condition tG which France 
was reduced a:t the end 0f .the 
fixteent~ century, we feel fgme 
of that horror which SuLLY .him­
felf felt ; and are ready to con­
fefs, that the ruin of that king­
dom, bankruptcy, and confu­
:G.on, muithave followed, if the 
opportunity, which this peaceful 
conjunCture gave, had not been 
improved immediately, and as 
wifely, and as vigoroufly as it 
was. Shall we not fee our own 
deplorable condition, and the ne­
cdfary confequences of it, in the 
fame light ? Shall we not be 
much more ftrongly affe&ed by 
them ? Are we not as near to 

A a bank~ 
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bankruptcy, as the fi·ench ua­
tion was at that time, and much 
more fo than they are at this 
tim.e ? May npt confufion follow 
it here, as wdl as there ? And 
finally, may not the joint ambi­
tion of two branches of Bourbon, 
in fome future conjunCture, pro ... 
duce effeCts as fatal, and much 
tnore fo to us, if we continue in 
our prefent fiate of impotence 
till fuch a conjunCture happens, 
as were to be feared by France, 
at· the titne we fpeak of, from 
the joint ambition of two branch­
es of Aufiria? In fhort, we have 
much to apprehend, unlefs we 
have the courage and the virtue 
to probe our domefiic wounds to 
the bottom, and to apply imme­
diately not palliative, but the 

· 1noft 
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moil: fpecific remedies. If we do 
this ; infl:ead of fearing others, 
we may become once more for­
midable ourfelves. But this is 
certain, that they, who get firfl: 
out of a di:llrefs common to us 
and to our neighbours, will give 
the law to the re:ll. 

Ir may be faid, that we have 
no SuLLIEs among us. I ihall 
not take on me to determine 
whether we have or no. But I 
will venture to fay, after SuLLY 

himfelf, that altho good princes 
tnay be wanting to good mini­
:llers ; yet good tnini:llers ·will ne­
ver be wanting to a prince, who 
has difcernment enough to find 
them, who chufes them for their 
fuperior parts, experience, and 

A a 2 inte-
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integrity; and who refolves to 
fupport them, as HENRY ·the 
fourth fupported SuLLY, againft 
favorite mifirdfes, the cabals of 
the court, and the faCl:ions of 
the :ll:ate, 

IT may be faid again, that a 
king of France has power enough 
by the con:ll:itution of that govern­
ment to fupport a minifl:er who 
checks corruption, reforms ab.,., 
ufes, and maintains a frugal ma­
nagement of the public revenue. 
But it may be afk:ed, how a mi­
nifl:er, who ihould undertake 
this, could be fupported in a 
government like ours, where he 
would be fure to have for his 
enemies all thofe, who haveihar­
~d fo long the public fpoils, or 

who 
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who hope to :lhare them, and 
where thefe enemies would have 
the means and opportunities of 
fupplanting him, notwithftand­
ing the protettion of his mafier? 
I anfwer, by the parliament. How 
many minifl:ers have there been; 
to whom tnuch national mifchief 
was imputed jufHy, and no one 
national good could be afcribed, 
and who were long fupported by 
the favor of the crown, and by 
the concurrence of the two hou­
fes, which this favor and their 
own management procured them? 
Shall thefe fupports be fufficient 
for a wi<;;ked or a weak minifl:er ; 
and :lhall innocence and ability, 
·with the fame favor and better 
management, be reckoned for 
nothing ? I cannot think fo ill, 

A a 3 eve~ 



374- 0 F T HE S T ATE 

even of the prefent age, as de­
generate as it is. It is degenerate 
no doubt: but I have heard men 
complain of this degeneracy, who 
promoted it :firft, and fought 
their excuJe in it afterwards. 

THE delegated power of ami­
nifier, under the legal preroga­
tives of the crown, is fufficient to 
carry on a fyftem of reformation 
and frugality il1 the ordinary 
tourfe of things, if the minifl:er 
really intends it:: and whenever 
extraordinary powers are wanting 
for extraordinary operations, as 
they mufl: be in fuch a., fl:ate as 
ours, they wilt be effettual, if 
granted; and if refufed, they who 
refufe them, not the minill:er, 
vvill fuffer by the refufal, and be 

anfwer~ 
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anfwerable to the nation for it. 
The moneyed man may continue 
to enjoy a little more revenue by 
this refufal : but his fortune will 
be more precarious, and more 
liable to fome future reverfe. 
The merchant will continue to 
trade, the landed man to plow 
and fow, without even a prof pea 
of heing relieved from their fer­
'vitude, not for the honefl: credi­
tors alone, but for ufurers and 
frock-jobbers, for thofe leeches 
who fill themfelves continually 
with the blood of the nation, 
and never ceafe to fuck it. The 
nation in the mean time will be 
reduced to the utmoft poverty: 
and it behoves thofe particularly, 
who have brought us fo near it, 
to £hew that this was not their 

A a 4 objeCt, 
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object, by concurring zealoufly 
with thofe, who have ufed, and· 
will continue to ufe their heft 
endeavours to prevent it. 

'TH:E d~fficulties we have to· 
.flruggle with would not be fo 
great as they are,. notwithfiand­
ing the immenfe profufion to 
which the late wa:r gave occafion 
and pret'ence ;- if we did not feel 
in this infl:ance, as we feel in 
others, the fatal confequences of 
a precedent adminifiration:. The 
payment of our debts might have 
been eafily provided for in that 
time: nay,. fourteen years, which 
are little more than two thirds of 
it, would have been fufficient to· 
reduce them to twenty millions-. 
If this had been done, the me-

mory 
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mory of the perfon, who was at 
the head. of that adminifiration, 
and had the fole power of it, 
might have def<i:rved honor. 

LET us nouriili in ourfelves, 
and cultivate in others,. fenti­
ments more elevated than thefe, 
and more worthy of the britifh 
genius. The greater our national 
difirefs and danger are, the great­
er 1bould the efforts be of everv 

J 

particular man to relieve his 
country from one, and thereby 
to guard it againfr the other. 
We are in a crifis that mull turn 
either to life or death, and that 
cannot turn to the former unlefs 
remedies are applied much more 
effectual than thofe of tnounte­
banks, who find their account in 

3 palliating 
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palliating evils and in prolonging 
difeafes. To palliate arid to pro­
long would be, in our cafe, to 
kill, or to d~ fomething worfe 
than kill, to break obr cortfl:itu­
tion entirely, to render an acci­
dental illnefs habitual and incur~ 
able~ 

ONE or two fhillings in th~ 
pound, it is faid; will be leffened 
this ye~r upon land; and what­
ever is wari ting for the curreri t 
fervice; over and above the two 
fhillings that remain, and the malt; 
will be borro"ved ori the credit of 
the:G.nking-fundat three pereent. 
The bait will be tempting ; for 
fo mufl: every diminution of taxes 
be to thofe who have crouched 
fo long under the \Veight of fo 

4 many. 
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lnany. But I may venture to fay, 
that it will be no more than a 
bait; and that they, who [wal­
low it, will have reafon to repent 
of their railinefs, when they find, 
as they will find very probably, 
that the natural effeet of fuch 
n1eafures mufl: prevent the dif­
charge of any cqn.G.derable part 
of our debt, except in a term of 
years much longer than the pro­
fperity and even the fafety of our 
government admits~ . 

J SAY the fafety, as well as the 
profperity : and fome refleClions 
very plain and obvious, tiio made 
by few, will jufiify me for faying 
fo. As to the firft, trade gave us 
wealth, wealth gave us power, 
and power raifed our ifland to 

be, 
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be, at one time, a match for 
France. If we defire to return 
into the fame fiate, we mufi re­
turn by the fame fl:eps which 
raifed us to it: and he, who 
:lhould make a fcheme for the 
payment of our debts, without a 
principal regard to the improve­
ment of our tra~e, would make a 
V€ry filly fcheme. But it would 
be jufi as filly, to make a fcheme 
for both in fuch a manner, as 
would render neither praCticable. 

THE neceffity of diminiihing 
taxes, in order to improve our 
trade, becomes a good reafon1 

not for the firange purpo'fe to 
which it is applied by fome, but 
for hafl:ening all the operations ne-­
ce:ffary to :link our debts, in order 

to 
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to ha:fl:en that diminution of tax­
es, which will become praCticable 
when a part of our debt is funk, 
and which will facilitate extreme­
! y the difcharge of the rell. The 
truth is, that if we d~fer thefe o­
perations too long, we may be 
never able to perform them with 
equal advantage, nor, by keep.­
ing pace with our neighbours, to 
renew our :fl:rength as fall, as they 
are intent to renew theirs. Our 
neighbours have fu:ffered by for­
mer wars, and have been exhaufl:­
~d by the laft, as well, tho, I ap­
prehend, not fo much, as we .. 
France, for infl:ance, has contract­
ed in the late war no more than 
one third of the additional debt 
\Ve have contraCted in it, as I be­
li~ve on very good authority : and 

ilie 
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lhe has been able to affign funds, 
which pay the interefl: of this 
debt regularly, .and fmk yearly a 
part of the principal. I am not 
fo well apprifed of the actual fl:ate 
of Spain. But the treafures of the 
Weft Indies are poured, into her 
daily ; and as fhe has been long 
recovered, or recovering, from her 
antient indolence and ignorance, 
ihe feems to apply herfelf to the 
augmentation of her maritime 
force, to the improvement of her 
trade, and even to th~t of dome­
fl:ic manufactures. ~n a word, 
what h4s been faid before may 
be repeated here: they, who get 
foonefl: out of the prefent com­
mon diflrefs, will give the law to 
others, or be at leafi: in a condition 
of not receiving it from any one. 

As 
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As to national fafety, we ihall 
do well to obferve how much the 
fyfl:em of dominion and power in 
Europe is lefs favorable at pre­
fent to our political interefis and 
views, than it was when we un­
dertook to mend it. Spain was 
falling, but not fallen into the 
hands of France, at the begin­
ning of t~is century : and tho 
the fpanifh nation, as well as 
court, gave their monarchy after­
wards to a prince of the houfe of 
Bourbon, that they might pre­
vent the difmemberment of it ; 
yet they were averfe enough, by 
long Jlabits of hofl:ility, to a french 
government. Fortune and we 
have dqne fo well at la:fl:, that 
thefe two nations are now clofe­
ly united by intereft and by ha-

. - bit, 
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bit, and that Spain is therefore 
1nore than ever efl:ranged from 
us: the proofs of which are not 
only recent, but, I fear, aCtuaL 

THE frontier of France has 
been the great fupport of her ex­
orbitant power, as wife men fore­
faw fourfcore years ago, when 
LEwis the fourteenth began to 
raife that wall of brafs which 
reaches from the Alps to the O­
cean, that it would become. T'his 
frontier is now more compaCt 
than ever by the acqui:lition of 
Lorain. The branches of the 
houfe of Bourbon have taken 
root in Italy as v.rell as in Spain. 
France has learned by experience 
to raife and to maintain her cre­
dit, and to extend her comtnerce, 

for 
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for the proteCtion and fupport 
whereof ihe feems more attentive 
than ever to increafe her firength 
by fea : a fl:rength ilie will always 
exert with great advantage over 
us in fame refpects, I mean in 
thofe of order; frugal manage­
ment, and flrict difcipline. 

TH:E whole empire, except 
Bavaria and Cologn, was attached 
to us by inclination, as well as 
interefl:, in the war which began 
with this century. It is much 
otherwifenovv: and we may fay, 
I fear, too truly, that the influ-. 
ence of F ranee in Germany is 
little inferior to what it was 
w hiHl the league of the Rhine 
fubfifted. 

Bb 
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THE dutch commonwealth, our 
befl: ally, and in fome fort a bar­
rier-to Great Britain, is in a fl:ate 
of diffolution; and has not; ei-· 
ther without, or within herfelf, 
thofe means of recovery by con­
junCture and by characrer, that 
.fhe has had on feveral occa:Gons 
from the ~time her _government 
was firfl: formed. · 

THr s ~ort fl:ate may ferve to 

.fhew how difficult it \vill be, till 
we have paid a good part of our 
debt, andreftored our country in 
fon1e mcafure to her fon11er \Vealth 
and power, to maintain the digni­
ty of Great Britain, to make her 
tefpeeted abr~ad, and fecure fron1 
injuries, or even affronts, on the 
part of her neighbours. This 

may 



0 F T HE N AT I 0 N. 387 

~ay appear eafy, for aught I 
know, to fome men. But, fun~ I 
am; it would appear diffic.ult td 
BuRLEIGH and W ~LsiNGHAM) if 
they were to rife from the dead ; 
hotwithfianding the fuccefs they 
had in queen ELIZABETB:'s ieigri 
by doing much at little expence, 
and by employing m:ariage1nent 
inuch more than force~ 

THESE reflections, and fuch .as 
they fuggefl: naturally to the 
mind, make it evident, that the 
future profperity and fafety of 
this country depend on the fpee­
dy diminution of our national 
debts. N othin:g elfe can fecure us 
effeCl:ually againfi contingent e­
vents that may be of fatal confe­
quence to both. Recent expe~ 

Bb 2 nence 
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rience has lhewn how unfit w~ 
are become in every refpetl:, ex­
cept the courage of our common 
feamen and foldiers, to engage in 
war. We Jhall not therefore, I · 
fuppofe, provoke it eafuy, or foon. 
But war may be brought upon us, 
tho we :lhould not provoke it, 
nor go to the continent to feek it. 
Nay, we may be reduced to the 
melancholly dilemma of increaf­
ing our annual expence to affert 
our rights, to proteCt our trade, 
and to maintain our dignity ; or 
of :fitting tamely down and facri­
ficing them all. I think, nay I 
hope, that we ihould not do the 
lafl:: and yet we ihould have 
much greater difficulties to fl:rug­
gle with in our prefent :G.tuation, 
than we had in the former,. great 

as 
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as they were, if we attempted to 
do what was then fo ihamefully 
negleCted. We cannot increafe 
our expences now, nor £hall we 
be able to do fo till fome part of 
our national debt be difcharged, 
without mortgaging on the re­
mainder of the finking fund ; 
which would foon take away all 
hope of ever paying any part of 
this debt, and leave us nothing to 
mortgage but our land and our 
malt: whereas if a conG.derable 
part of this debt \Vas difcharged 
before any new war broke out, 
or we were reduced to any fuch 
dilemma as I have mentioned, 
we :lhould find ourfelves, whilfl: 
it lafled, in a much better condi­
tion of defence or offence, and 
we might be able, as foon as it 

B b 3 was 
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was over, to refume the fame o-:­
perations, and to proceed in qu:JA 

great domefl:ic concern~ 

THESE con:liderations will have 
great weight with men? who an; 
able to combine all that is to be 
combined on fuch an important 
pcca:G.on, and, by refleCting Ofl: 
the pafl:, and by obferving th~ 
pref~nt, to judge of the future~ 
The only effeCtual, and therefore 
necetia~y, remedies may appear 
violent, ~ven to them: but they 
v.;ill cori:Gder, and every ma11: 
ought to co~fider, that if ·we 
cannot bear our difl:emper, and 
\vill not bear our cure, the politi­
~al body muft periih. This mi­
ferable fiate will create jufily the 
indign~tion ofmankind. But thi~ 

indi--
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indignation ihould turn againfl: 
thofe who have brought us into 
it, not againfi thofe ·who would 
d~liver us from it. This is the 
language of reafon dictated by · 
public fpirit: but private interefi 
:ind narrow views will dictate an­
other. 

THE moneyed men will com­
plain loudly that they are expofed 
to perpetual reduCtions ofinterefi, 
which have ferved to no other 
purpofe, than to nouriih the pro­
fufion of fucceffive adminifl:rati­
ons : and, if this was to conti­
nue, their complaints would be 
jufi, and the hardihips impofed 
upon them intolerable. It is, 
therefore, jufi that neither they 

, iliould confent to this new reduc~ 
B b 4 tion 
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tion of interefl:, which may be 
called a n~w tax upon them, nor 
the landed men to thG continu­
ance of that old and heavy tax on 
land, unlefs they have the utmofi: 
fecurity that the whole iliall be 
applied to ies proper life. There 
will be fiill con1plaints ; and we 
fhall hear the melancholly con-: 
dition, to vvhich the widow and 
the orphan, whofe fmall but fole 
fortunes are in the funds, will be 
reduced, moft pathetically dif;.. 
played. The anfwer will be, how:­
ever, obvious~ If the widow and 
the orphan, who have theireftates 
in money, fuffer by the ~eduCtion 
of intereft; the widow and the 
orphan, who have their efrates in · 
~and, will fuffer by the continu­
~nce of the tax upon it: and both 

one 
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bne and the other' mu:fl: take their 
!barer in the common calamity of 
their country. 

BuT the truth is, that the fee­
ble voice of the widow and the 
orphan will be little heard. The 
great din will be raiied by fl:ock ... 
jobbers and ufurers, by the prin .... 
cipal rnen in our great companies, 
who, born to ferve and to obey, 
have been bred to command even 
governm~nt itfelf. Thefe men 
\viii roar aloud, and endeavour, 
by :G.lent intrigue, as well as by 
noife, to obftruet every meafure 
that tends to emancipate govern­
ment out of their hands, to make 
the exchequer, what it ought to 
be, the great fpring of publiccre­
P.i~, and the gre~t fcen~ of all 

- tranf-
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tranfaetions relative? to public re­
ceipts and payments. 

LET thefe men learn therefore 
to fubmit, and to reafon, as old 
BATEMAN did, when the reduc­
tion of intereft was agreed to in 
th~ y~ar one thoufandJevenhun­
dred and fevehteen. He told my 
lord STANHOPE, he was glad this 
refolution had been taken ; be­
caufe, tho his intereft diminiihed,. 
he :fhould think his principal more 
fecure than ever. On the whole, 
complaints from this quarter will 
make little impreffion on a mi­
nifter, who kno,vs, that tho fuch 
men have been employed whilfl: 
new debts were to be contraCted 
every year, and the public, like 
an extravagant fpendthrift, was 

obliged 
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pblige~ to ~eal with ufurers on 
their qwn terms ; yet they are 
-not to be confulted when debt~ 
are to be paid, and the public to 
pe taken out of their hands; 
who knows, in :fhort, that his 
ftrms are longer than theirs, and 
.makes them feel that he will keep, 
or not keep, meafures with them 
according to their behaviour ; · 
:who purfues fl:eddily the wife and 
honeft ddign of rendering his 
own and every future admini­
fl:ration independent of them. 

MucH oppofition will arife 
from · two other quarters, the 
~ountry and the court ; in which 
~ {hould apprehend that the leaft 
plaufible might be the moft fuc­
<;e[sful. 

THE 

t 
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THE landed man will think it 
hard, that he is not fuffered to 
enjoy a little eafe after having 
borne the burden and. heat of the 
day during a long courfe of ex­
pen:G ve peace and of ruinous war. 
All that can be faid, to perfuade 
him that an immediate diminu­
tion of the land-tax is contrary 
to his intere:lt, will pafs for de­
ception and paradox. He will 
be apt to reafon like his country 
tenants, who are always fright­
ened at an immediate expence, 
tho remote and yet great profit 
mu:lt be the certain confequence 
of it. L~t fuch a man look back 
then, and take his le:ffon from 
what is pall:. He will find that, 
whilfl: he winked at profu:Gon be:-­
r;aufe he was flattered by abate-

ments 
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ments ~n the land- tax, debts 
were contratl:ed that have coft 
him much more; than the con­
tinuance of that tax would have 
coft him. If we look back to 
the :firfl: ten years of his prefent 
majefl:y's reign, we ihall find this 
very remarkablyverified. Letthe 
fame man, after he has looked 
back, look forward again. He 
will fee, that as any ditninution 
of the laq.d-tax to beJupplied out 
of the produce of the finking 
fund, or by borrowing even at 
three per cent. on the credit ~f 
it, mufi prevent, or retard, which 
may be equivalent to preventing, 
the difcharge of any confiderable 
part of our debt ; fo he will con­
tinue expofed to have the whole 
tax laid ane,v, on the firfi occa-

1 £on 
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fion either real ot pretend~d: 
He may find himfelf, after a little 
refpite, under the load of the 
fame tax, and of an increafed 
debt : and this may be all he will 
get by refufing to bear a little 
longer,· for his own fake, and for 
an important objeCt; what he has 
borne feveral years for the fake of 
others, and for the fupport of a 
moll: unfuccefsful war; for fuch 
it may be reckoned, after the 
Frenchl we1~e b€at at Dettinghen. 

ON the other fide, if he is wife 
enough to defwe that the four 
fhillings in the pound be conti-: 
nued for a few years, he will 
have his ihare in the common 
benefits of dimin.iihing public 
d~bts, in~reafing public credit, . 

Improv....; 

/ 
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hnproving trade, and refl:oring 
national profperity. He may en­
tertain the comfortable hope of 
a time, when he, or his pafierity, 
will have no need of cdnfenting 
to any tax at all on land in time 
of peace ; fince the annual pro­
duce of other funds will be fooner 
or later, in this method,- (ufficient 
to defray the annual expence of 
the government. He may acquire 
an advantage that will make. him 
ample amends for what it cofl: 
him. Such of the taxes, whe­
ther of excife or of cufl:oms, as 
bear hardefl: on the poor laborers 
and on our own manufa.etures, 
1nay be reduced, gradually at 
leafl:, without any confiderable 
interruption of the operations ne­
ceffary to difcharge our national 

2 debt: 
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debt : and tho he is little accu­
fiomed to think himfelf as much 
affetl:ed by other taxes, as he is 
by the land-tax, he will foon 
perceive, that a fa ving on every 
thing he eats, drinks, or wears, 
is a lafiing and a large repayment 
of what this tax took from him 
whilfi he confented to continue · 
it. He will find himfelf a gainer, 
not only by what he faves in his 
expences, but by the improve­
ment of his efiate ; for the whole 
fyfiem of national wealth and 
ptofperity are intimately con­
neCted. 

THE courtier will complain 
loudly, authoritatively, and pom­
poufly, that any retrenchtnents 
on our annual expences may do 

more 
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more hurt; than the faving can 
do good. But I believe it not 
hard to fhew, that three fbil­
lings, or three ihillings and fix .... 
pence in the pound ori land, 
leaving the refi of the four fbil­
lings to go to the G.nking fund, 
would be more than fufficient to 
anfwer all nece:lfary expences in 
time of peace. Wife men are 
able to do a great deal with a lit­
tle: every knave or fool i:; ready 
to do a little 'with a great deal. 
The former know that good po­
licy con:fifts in obferving two 
forts of oeconotny, the greater 
and the lefs : to proportion, by 
the firfl:, our expences to our cir­
cumftances and to thofe of our 
neighbours, and to do it with the 
utmoft, frugality that ~ tf,J.efe eir-

e c cumfl:ances 
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cumfl:ances combined together 
will admit: to controll, by the 
fecond, in the mofl: ftriCl: and 
regular manner,_ the difpenfation 
of the public treafure from the 
highefl: down to the ~owefl: of­
fices of the ftate. It is of the ut-

' 
moft importance, at this time 
efpecially, that both thefe kinds 
of oeconomy be praetifed. Our 
well-being, even our fecurity de­
pends upon them. If we do not 
pay our debts, we mufl: fmk un:-e 
der the load of them : and if we 
go about to pay them, without 
praetifing thefe two forts of oeco­
nomy ,. the ridiculous :figure, 
which I have feen in a dutch 
print, of a man toiling and fweat­
ing to cord a rope of hay, whilft 
an afs bites it offat the oth~r end. 

as 
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as fafl: as he cords it, \Vill be our 
proper emblem. 

ExTREME frugality was one of 
the means employed by the great 
minifl:er who has been quoted a­
bove: and the fuccefs he had, in 
fimilar circumfi:ances, fhould en­
courage the practice of the fame 
frugality in ours. But he em­
ployed another expedient like­
wife, which is not lefs neceifary 
here than it was there, nor in our 
time than it was in his. 'fhe 
expedient I mean, is that of re­
forming abufes. SuLLY rendered 
this reformation no inconfi.derable 
fund for the payment cf public 
debts. Whether we can do fo, 
as effefruall y as he did, or no, I 
determine not. But thus much 

C c 2 is 



404 0 F T H E ::> T A T E 

is certain: fuch a reformation 
will 1nake all future fervices be 
carried on at a cheaper rate for 
the public; and faving is often 
the fureft -vvay of gaining. Mate­
rials might be collected, not for 
a pamphlet, but for a regular 
treati{e under difl:inct heads, con­
<:erning the abufes and corru p­
tions which prevail among us in 
every part of the public fervice, 
and concerning the confequences 
of thern: I kno\V not too whe­
ther, fo1ne \Vork of this kind 
:ihould not be undertaken, as in­
vidious as it n1av feem, if no-.. 
thing is done to reforn1 thefe ab-
ufes, and to extingui{h this cor-

·~ -
rupt1on . .. 
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THEy were creeping forward 
iong ago : but fince a certain 
period, they have advanced ·with 
very large tlrides. Frauds were 
connived at, perhaps encouraged, 
-and ··corruption was propagated 
formerly by principaltnen, who 
had, for the mo~ ~part, more 
ambition than. av-arice, and vvho 
raifed, by thefe tneans, a formi­
dable party that might. fupport 
them in power. But in procefs 
of time, and in favorable con­
junCtures, the contagion rofe 
higher, and fpread fl:ill ·\vider; 
principal men -beca1ne parties to 
the greatef\: frauds'; and the high­
eft of thofe who governed, and 
the lowefl: o~ thofe vvho '"'ere go-­
verned, contributed, in their de-· 
grees, to the univerfal rapine. 

C c 3 The 
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The greateft particular cheat, 
. whereof any example can be 
found, was, I believe, th~t which 
. arrears of fub:lidies to foreign prin­
ces,. and arrears of pay to foreign 
troops, gave the opportunity and 
the means of executing. · 

I AM fenlible, that ,the repre­
fen tation I have made of the de­
generacy of our age and. people, 
may give oecalion to fay, that 
the very things I have been plead-. 
ing for are impraCticable. It 
will be a:lked, what expeCtation 
can be entertained of railing a 
difi.nterefied public fpirit among 
men, who have no other principle 
than that of private interefi, who 
are individuals rather than fellow­
citizens, who prey on one an-

other, 
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-other, and are, in a fl:ate of civil 
fociety, much like to HoBBEs's 
men in his fuppofed ftate of na­
ture? I mufl: agree, tho unwil­
lingly, that the enterprife is dif­
ficult. But the more difficult it 
is, if nothing lefs can relieve us 
fron1 the load of debt we lie un­
der, nor prevent the confequences 
of lying under it much longer; 
every attempt to raife this fpirit, 
and to promote thefe meafures, 
-even the weakefl:, even mine, is 
-commendable. The landed men 
are the true owners of our politi­
cal veliel: the moneyed men, as 
fuch, are no more than paliengers 
in it. To the :firft, therefore, 
all exhortations to aliume this fpi­
rit ihould be addre!fed. It is their 
part to fet the example : and when 

C c 4 they 
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they do fo, they have a right to 
expeCt that the pa.ffengers fhould 
contribute their proportion to 
fave the vdfel. If they ihould 
prove refraCtory, they mufr be 
told that there is a law in behalf 
of the public, more facred, and 
n1ore antient too, for it is as an­
tient as political fociety, than all 
thofe under the terms of which 
they w-ould exempt themfelves 
fi·om any reduB:ion of· interefl:, 
and confequently from any re.­
imburfement of their principal; 
tho this redud:ion and this re,.. 
imburfement be abfolutely necef­
fary to refiore the profperity of 
the nation, and to provide for 
her fecurity in the mean time. 
The law I mean, is that which 
pq,ture and reafon diCtate, and 

which 
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which declares the prefervation 
.of the commonwealth to be fu­
perior to all other laws. 

IF fuch a co-operation of the 
landed and moneyed_ intere.fi:s is 
once brought about, the way will 
lie fmooth before us, and a pro­
fpett of national profperity at the 
end of it will open before us 
yearly.. Even the profpett will 
be of great advantage both at 
home and abroad. We :lhall feel 
it in the rife of our credit; in the 
confidence which our friends, 
and in the refpett which our ene­
mies, will have for us: a refpeCt 
that will be due jufily to a people 
who exert fo much vigor in the 
midfi of fo much difirefs, and 

. !ake effeCtual meafures to refiore 
their 
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:their national firength, and to 
· refun1e their former dignity, in­
fl:ead of languiihing on, under 
impotence and contempt. 

~ 

\ 

THE n1an, who is not fired 
·by fuch con:liderations as thefe, 
mufl: have no elevation of mind, 

"no-love for his country, no regard 
for pofrerity, nor the leafi tinc-
~ture of that public tnorality 
~ hich difl:inguiihes a good from 
a bad citizen. I know that fu­
-tility, ignorance, and every kind 
of profligacy are general : but I 
·know too that they a~e not uni­
verfal, and therefore I do not 
defpair. In all events, the merit 
of preferving our country from 
beggary is little inferior to that 
of preferving it from flavery. 

They 
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· They who engage therefore in fo 
good a caufe, and purfue it fl:ed­
dily in that public fpirit, a revival 
of which can alone fave this na-

-tion frem mifery, from oppref­
:G.on, and perhaps from confu­
fion, . the ufual confequence of 
the other two ; they will deferve 
,better, I prefume to fay, the ti­
tle of ultimi Britannorum, e­
ven if they iliould be defeated by 
the worn fubjecrs of Britain, than 
that ufurer BRuTus, and that fe­
vere exaCtor of contributions, 
CAssius, deferved the title 
of ultimi Romanorum, when 
they were defeated in another 
manner by the worfi: citizens of 
Rome. 
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~12 OF THE STATE 

AFTER all that has been faid 
in thefe papers, and all that might 
be faid, concerning the conduct 

· of the houfe of A ufl:ria, frotn the 
·reign of king WILLIAM to the 
---prefent · time ; it· m~y be proper 
· to add fomething by way of pre­
·caution, and to prevent very falfe 
conclu:G.ons, that many will be 

-ready to draw from very true pre-
m.iffes. -

IT is notorioufl y true, that a 
.fp~it of bigotry, of tyranny, and 
of avarice in the court ofyienna, 
maintained long the troubles in 
_Hungary, which might have been 
appeafed much fooner than they 
were. Thus a great and confl:ant 
diver:lion was kept up in favor of 
France, even at the tin1e when 

· 3 the 
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the two houfes of Auftria and 
Bourbon were flruggling for that 
great prize, the fpanifu fuccef­
fion, till the french troops took 
poifeffion of Pa:ffau, and the 
malecontents of Hungary raifed 
contributions in the very fuburbs 
of Vienna. 

IT is notoriou£1 y true, that we 
might _have had nothing more 
than a defenhve war, as I have 
faid in the foregoing papers, to 
make againft France, with an au- __ 
firian prince on the throne of 
Spain, at the death of CHARLEs 
the fecond; if the emperor LEo­
POLD \Vould have concurred in 
the wife and practicable mea­
fures which king WILLIAM pro­
pofed. 
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IT is notorioufly true, that we 
might have avoided the defeat at 
Almanza, and have fupported 
much better the war in Spain ; if 
a predileCtion for acqui£ tions in 
Italy had not determined the 
councils of Vienna to precipitate 
the evacuation of Mantua, where­
in an army of French was block­
ed up after the battle of Turin, 
and which was let loofe in this 
manner, againfl: the opinion of 
the queen and the fl:ates general, 
time enough to beat us at Al­
manza. 

FINALLY, for I willdefcend into 
no more particulars, it is noto­
rioufly true, that we might have 
taken Toulon, and have carried 
the war into the befl: provinces of 

France, 
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France, for which queen ANNE. 

had made, at a vaft expence, all, 
the neceifary preparations; if the 
Aufirians had not detached, in 
that very point of time, twelve 
thoufand men on the expeditim;I, 
to Naples, and if prince EuGENE l' 

had not :lhewn too viiibly, before 
perfons frill alive, that the taking 
of Toulon was the leaft of his ob- . 
jects. 

THESE faB:s are fufficient to· 
:lhew, how much the miftaken 
policy of the court of Vienna has 
over-loadeq her allies during more' 
than half a century, and. has de­
feated the great deiign which 
thefe allies, and Britain in parti­
cular, carried on for her at the 
expence of infinite blood and 

I treafure. 
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treafure. Now there are tnany 
in this kingdom very ready to 
conclude from thefe faCl:s, and 
from others of the fame kind po~ 
fierior to thefe, that our expe­
rience fhould teach us to neglect 
the interefl:s of the houfe of Au-­
firia, and to be regardlefs of all 
that paifes on the continent for 
the time· to come. But furely 
fuch concluG.ons are very falte. 
The principle of our conduct has 
been right, and our n1anner ·of 
purfuing it alone wrong. It was 
our negleCt of the general intereft 
of Europe, from the 1 pyrenean 
treaty to the revolution of our 
government in one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty eight, that 
gave to France a long opportu­
nity, and the means of raifing ari 

ex or-
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exorbitant power. It has been 
zeal without ,knowledge, and a 
firangefubferviency to private in­
terefis, which. have almoft ex­
haufl:ed this country, and defeat­
ed all our endeavours for the 
public good, fmce that time. This 
we may alter. The principle of 
policy we cannot, as long as the 
divifion of power and property in 
Europe continues the fame~ We 
are an ifland indeed: but if a fu­
perior power gives the law to the 
continent, I apprehend that it 
will give it to us too in fome 
great degree. Our forefathers 
apprehended, with reafon, the 
exorbitant power of the houfe of 
Aufiria ; and thought that the 
pretenGons of MARY queen of 
Scots might give, even when ihe 

Dd was 
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was a prifoner, opportunity and 
advantage, as they did no doubt, 
to this power to difturb our peace, 
and even to invade our ifland. 
The exorbitant power of the two 
branches of the houfe of Bourbon 
give furely in this refpeCt, as well 
as in others, at leaft the fame. 
caufe of apprehenfton now. It 
is, therefore, plainly our intereft 
to maintain the rivalry between 
the families of A ufl:ria and of 
Bourbon ; and for that purpofe 
to aflift the former on everv oc-

"' ca:fion againfl: the latter, as far 
as the common caufe of Europe, 
not her private ambition, re­
quires ; and as far as our national 
circumfl:ances may enable us to 
meafure ou~ our affiftance in any 
conjuntl:ure to her. 

THESE 
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THESE are the ineafures and 
proportions, according to which 
alone political fodeties ought to 
unite in alliances, and to affifl: 
one another. There is a politi­
cal, as well as a natural, [elf­
love ; and the former ought to 
be, to every men1ber of a com­
monwealth, the fame determin­
ing principle of aCtion, where 
public intereft is concerned, that 
the latter will be to him mofl: 
certainly wherever his /private in­
terefl: is concerned. I have heard 
it often faid of one man, that he 
was a friend or an enemy to the 
houfe of Aufiria ; and of an­
other, that he was a friend or 
an enemy to the houfe of Bour .. 
bon. But thefe expreffions pro­
ceed generally from paffion and 

D d 2 pre-
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prepo:ffeffion; as the fentiments 
they impute muft proceed, when­
ever · they are real, from thefe 
caufes, or from one which is frill 
worfe, from corrupt~on. A wife 
prince, and a wife people, bear 
no regard to other ftates, except 
that which arifes from the coin­
cidence or repugnancy of their 
feveral interefts ; and this regard 
muft therefore vary, as thefe in­
tereils will do, in the perpetual 
fluCtuation of human affairs. 
Thus queen ELIZABETH and her 
people oppofed the houfe of Au­
firia, and fupported the houfe of 
Bourbon, in thefixteenth century. 
Thus queen ANNE and her peo­
ple oppofed the houfe of Bour­
bon, and fupported the houfe of 
Auilria, in the eighteenth. The 

£r:ll:, 
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:hrfl:, indeed, was done with wifer 
counfel; the lafl:: with greater 
force of arms. By the firfl::, our 
country was enriched; by the 
lafl:, it was impoverifhed.--

N. B. Thefe confiderations were written 
thus far in the year f~venteen hundred 
and forty nine, but were never fi­
nifhed. 
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LETTER 
ADDRESSED TO 

ALEXANDER POPE, Efq. 

DEAR SxR, 

SINCE you have begun, at 
my reque:ll:, the work which 
I havewifbed long that you 

would undertake, it is but rea­
fonable that I fubmit to the talk 
you impofe upon me. The mere 
compliance with any thing you 
ddire, is a pleafure to me. On 
the prefent occa:Gon, however, 
this compliance is a little inter­
efl:ed ; and that I may not affume 
more merit with you, than I re­
ally have, I will own that in per-

I forming 
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forming this aa of friendihip, for 
fuch you are willing to efteem it, 
the purity of my motive is cor­
rupted by. fome regard to my 
private utility. In ihort, I fu­
fpeet you to be guilty of a very 
friendly fraud, and to mean my 
fervice whilfl: you feem to mean 
your own. 

IN leading me to difcourfe, as 
you have done often, and in pref­
fmg roe to write, as you do now, 
on certain fubjeCl:s, you may pro­
pofe to draw me back to thofe 
trains of thought, which are, a­
bove all others, worthy to em­
ploy the human mind : and I 
thank you for it. They have 
been often interrupted 1 by the 
bufinefs and diffipations of the 

world, 
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world, but they were never fo 
more grievoufly to me, nor lefs 
ufefully to the public, than fince 
royal feduB:ion prevailed on me 
to abandon the quiet and leifure 
of the retreat I had chofen -a­
broad, and to negleCt the exam..,. 
ple of RuTILius, for I might 
have imitated him in this at leafl:, 
who fled further from his coun­
try when he·was invited home .. 

You have begun your ethic e-­
pifiles in a mafierly manner. You 
have copied no other writer, not 
will you, I think, be copied by 
any one. It is with genius as it 
is with beauty ; there are a thou­
fand pretty things that charm a­
like ; but fuperior genius, like 
fuperior beauty, has always [orne-

thing 
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thing particular, fomething that 
belongs to itfelf alone. . It is al­
ways diftingu1ihable, not only 
from thofe who have no claim to 
excellence, but even ,from thofe 
who excel,; when any fuch there 
are. 

l'AM pleafed, you may be fure, 
to find your fatire ttlrn, in the 
very beginning of thefe epifl:les, 
againft the principal caufe, for 
fuch you know that I think it, of 
all the errors, all the contradiCti­
ons, and all the difputes which 
have arifen among thofe, who 
impofe themfelves on their fellow 
creatures for great mafl:ers, and 
almofi fole proprietors of a gift of 
God which is cotnmon to the 
whole fpecies. This gift is rea-

fan; 



to Mr. P 0 P E. 429 

fon ; a faculty, or rather an aggre~ 
gate of faculties, that is befl:ow­
ed in different degrees; and not 
in the higheft, certainly, on thofe 
who make the higheft pretenfions 
to it. Let your fatire chaftife, 
and, if it be poffible, humble that 
pride, which is the fruitful pa­
rent of their vain curio:Gty and 
bold prefumption ; which ren­
ders them dogmatical in the midft 
of ignorance, and often fceptical 
in the midfl: of knowledge. The 
man, who is puffed up with this 
philofophical pride, whether di­
vine, or theifi, or atheifl, deferves 
no more to be ref peB:ed, than 
one of thofe trifling creatures,• 
who are confcious of little elfe 
than their animality, and .who 
fi:op as far fhort of the attainable 

per-
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perfeCtions of their nature, as the 
other attempts to go beyond 
them. You will difcover as many 
filly affeCtions, as much foppery 
and futility, as much incon£iften­
cy and low artifice in one, as in 
the other. I never met the mad­
woman at Brentford, decked out 
it;t old and new rags, and nice and 
fantail:ical in the manner of wear­
ing them, without refleel:ing on 
many of the profound fcholars, 
and fublime philofophers of our 
own, and of former ages. 

You may expect fome con­
tradiction, and fome obloquy on 
'the part of thefe men, tho you 
will have lefs to apprehend from 
their malice and refentment, than 
a writer in profe on the fame 

fubjects 
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fubjeets would have. You will 
be fafer in the generalities of po­
etry: 'and I know your precau­
tiE>n enough to know that you 
will fcreen yourfelf in them a­
gainft any direCt charge of hete­
rodoxy. But the great clamor of 
all will be raifed when you de­
fcend lower, and let your Mufe 
loofe among the herd of mankind. 
Then will thofe powers of dull­
nefs, whom you have ridiculed 
into immortality, be called forth 
in one united phalanx againft 
you. But why do I talk of what 
may happen ? You have experi­
enced lately fomething more than 
I prognofticate. Fools and knaves 
fhould be modefl: at leaft, they 
fhould afk quarter of men of 
fenfe and virtue ~ and fo they do 

4 till 
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till they grow up to a majority ; 
till a iimilitude of charaCter af­
fures them of the proteCtion of 
the great. But then vice and 
folly, fuch as prevail in our coun­
try, corrupt our manners, deform 
even focial life, and contribute 
to make us ridiculous as well as 
miferable, will claim refpetl: for 
the fake of the vicious· and the 
fooliih. It will be then no long­
er fufficient to fpare perfons ; for 
to draw even charaCters of imagi­
nation mu:fl: become criminal 
when the application of them to 
thofe of high eft rank, and great­
eft power cannot fail to be made. 
You began to laugh at the ridi­
culous tafl:e, or the no tafte in 
gardening and building, of fome 
men who are at great expence in 

both. 
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both. What a clamor was raifed 
inftantly? The n~e of TrMON 
was applied to a noble perfon 
with double malice, to make him 
ridiculous, and you, who lived in 
friendlhip with him, odious. By 
the authority that employed itfelf 
to encourage this clamor, and by 
the indufl:ry ufed to fpread and 
fupport it, one would have thought 
that y<;>u had directed your fatire 
in that epiR:le to political fub­
jeCl::s, .and had inveighed againfl: 
thofe who impoveriih, diihonor, 
and fell their country, infl:ead of 
making yourfelfinoffen.G. velymer­
ry at the expence of tnen who 
ruin ·none but then1felves, and 
render none but themfelves ridi­
culous. What will the clamor 
be, and how \vi.ll the fame au-

E e thority 
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thority foment it, when you pro-=­
ce,ed to lafh, . in other inftances; 
our want of elegance even in lux­
ury, ~nd our ~ild profufi.on, the 
fource of infatiable rapacity, and 
almoft univerfal venality? My 
mind forebodes that the time will 
come, and who knows how near 
it may be? when other powers; 
than thofe of Grubfl:reet, may be 
drawn forth againft you, and 
,vhen vice and folly may be a­
vowedly fheltered behind a, power 
inftituted for better, and contrary 
purpofes ; for the puniiliment of 
one, and for the reformation of 
both. 

BuT, ho\vever this may be, 
purfue your ta:lk undauntedly, 
and, whilft fo many others con­
vert the nobleft employn1ents of 

human 
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human fociety into fordid trades, 
let the generous Mufe refutne her 
antient dignity, re-a:!Tert her an­
tient prerogative, and infiruCt and 
reform, as viell as amufe the 
world. Let her give a new turn 
to the thoughts of n1en, raife new 
affe8.:ions in their minds, and de­
termine in another and better 
manner the paiiions of their 
hearts. Poets, they fay, were the 
firft philofophers and divines, in 
every country ; and in ours, per­
haps, the firft infiitutions of reli­
gion, and civil policy; were ow­
ing . to our bards. Their tafl.t:<.: 
inight be hard, their merit \VaS 

certainly great. But if they v.rere 
to rife now from the dead, they 
would find the fecond talk, if I 
n1iftake not, much harder than 

E e 2 the 
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the firfi:, and confefs it more eafy 
to deal with ignorance than with 
error. When. focieties are once 
efiablifhed, and governments 
formed, men flatter themfelves 
that they proceed in cultivating 
the firfi: rudiments of civility, po­
licy, religion, and learning. But 
they do not obferve that the pri­
vate interefl:s of many, the preju­
dices, affeCtions, and paffions of 
all, have a large ihare in the work, 
and often the largeR:. Thefe put 
a fort of bias on the mind, which 
makes it decline from the :llraight 
courfe; and the further thefe fup­
pofed improvements are carried, 
the greater this declination grows, 
till men lofe fight of primitive 
and real nathre, and have no o­
ther guide but cufiom, a fecond 

and 
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and a falfe nature. The author 
of one is divine wifdom ; of the 
other, human imagination: and 
yet whenever the fecond fl:ands 
in oppo:G.tion to the firfi, as it 
does mofl: frequently, the feco:nd 
prevails. · Fro1n hence it happens 
that the mofi civilifed nations are 
often guilty of injuflice and cru­
elty, which the leafi civilifed 
would abhor; and that many of 
the mofl: abfurd opinions and 
doCtrines, which have been im­
pofed in the dark ages of igno­
rance, continue to be the opini­
ops, and doCl:rines of ages en­
lightened by philofophy and 
learning. If I was a philofopher, 
fays MoNT A1GNE, I would natu­
ralife art, infi:ead of artiliG.ng na­
ture. rfhc expreilion is odd, but 

E e 3 the 
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the fenfe is good ; and wh~t he 
recommends would be done, if 
the reafons that have been given 
did not :O:and in the way ; · if the 
felf-interefl: of fome m~n, the 
madnefs of others, and the uni­
verfal pride of the humari heart, 
did , not determine them to prefer 
error to truth~ and authority t9 
reafon. ,.. '• 

WHILST your Mufeis employ­
ed to lafh the vicious into repent­
ance, or to laugh the fools of the 
age into ihan1e, and whilft :the 
r{(es fometimes to the nobleft fub­
jeets of philo{ophical rneditation, 
I ihfll throw upo~ paper, for 
your iatisf<itl:ion, ~nd for n1y own, 
fome, part at leaft of \vhat I have 
thought and f~id formerly on the 

laf\: 
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!aft of thefe fubjeCls, as well as 
the refleCl:ions that they may fug­
geft to me further in writing on 
them. The ftrange fituation I 
am in, and the melancholly fl:ate 
of public affairs take up much 
of my time, divide or even diffi­
pate my thoughts, and, which is 
worfe, drag the mind down, by 
perpetual interruptions, from a 
philofophical tone· or temper, to 
the drudgery of private and pub­
lic bufinefs. The lafi lies neareft 
my heart ; and, fince I am ·once 
more engaged in the fervice of 
my country ; difarmed, gagged, 
and almoft bound as I am, I will 
not abandon it as long as the in­
tegrity, and perfeverance of thofe 
who are under none of thefe dif­
advantages, and with whom I 

E e 4 now 
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now co-operate, make it reafon­
able for me to act the fame part. 
Further than this no fhadow of 
duty obliges me to go. PLATO 
ceafed to act for the common­
wealth when he ceafed to per­
fuade; and SoLoN laid down his 
arms before the public magazine 
when PrsrsTRATUs grew too 
fl:rong to be oppofed any longer 
with hopes of fuccefs. 

THo my :lituation, and my en­
gagements are fufficiently known 
to you, I chufe to mention them 
on this occa:lion, le.fl: you fhould 
expect fro1n me any thing more 
thai1 I find myfelf able to per-

-form whilft l am in then1. It 
has been faid by many, that they 
wanted time to make their dif­

courfes 
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courfes :lhorter : and if this be a 
good excufe, as I think- it may 
be often, I lay in my claim to it. 
You mull: neither expeCt, in what 
I am about to write to you, that 
brevity which might be expeCted 
in letters, or dfays ; nor that ex­
aB:nefs of method, nor that ful­
nefs of the feveral parts, which 
they affeCt to _obferve, who pre­
fume to write philofophical trea­
tifes. The merit of brevity is re­
lative to the manner and fl:yle, 
in which any fubjeB: is treated, 
as well as to the nature of it : for 
the fame fubjeet may be fame­
times treated very differently, and 
yet very properly, in both thefe 
refpeCts. Should the poet make 
fyllogifms in verfe, or purfue a 

long procefs of reafoning in the 
didac-
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didaCl:ic fl:yle, he would be fure 
to tire his reader on the whole, 
like LucRETius, tho he reafoned. 
better than the roman, and put 
into fome parts of his work the 
fame poetical fire. He may write, 
as you have begun to do, on phi­
lofophical fubjetl:s ; but he mufl: 
write in his ·own charatl:er. He 
mu:fl: contraCt, he may iliadow, 
he has a right to omit whatever 
will not be cafl: in the poetic 
mold: and when he cannot in­
:fl:ruet, he n1ay hope to pleafe. 
But the philofopher has no fuch 
privileges. · He may contraB: 
fometimes, he n1ufl: never :ilia­
dow. He mufl: be limited by 
his matter, left he :fhould grow 
whimfical ; and by the parts of 
it'which he und~rfl:ands heft, lefi 

3 l1e 
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he fhould grow obfcure. But 
thefe parts he muft develope ful­
ly; and he has no right to omit 
any thing that may ferve the pur­
pofe of truth, whether it pleafe 
or not. As it would be difinge­
nuous to facrifice truth to popu­
larity, fo it is trifling to appeal to 
the reafon and experience of man­
kind, as every philofophical wri­
ter does, or mu:fl: be· underftood 
to do, and then to talk, like PLA­

To, and his antient and modern 
difciples, to the imagination on­
ly. There is no need however to 
banilh eloquence out of philofo­
phy; and truth and reafon are 
no enemies tb the purity, nor to 
the ornaments of language. But 
as the want of an exaCt determi­
patioJ1 of ideas, and of 'an exact 

precifion 
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precifion in the ufe of words, is 
inexcufable in a philofopher, he 
mu:fl: preferve them, even at the 
expence of :fiyle. In :lhort, it 
feems to me, that the bu:finefs of 
the philofopher is to dilate, if I 
may borrow this word from TuL­

LY, to prefs, to prove, to con­
vince ; and that of the, poet to 
hint, to touch his fubje8: \Vith 
!hort and fpirited fl:rokes, to warm 
the affeCtions, . and to fpeak to 
the heart. 

THo I feem to prepare an apo­
logy for prolixity even in writing 
dfays; I will endeavour not to 
be tedious ; and this endeavour 
may fucceed the better, perhaps, 
by declining any over firiCl: obfer­
vation of method. There are cer-

4 tain 
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tain points of that which I efl:eem 
the FIRST PHILOSOPHY, where­
of I ihall never lofe fight : but 
this will be very confifient with 
a fort of epifl:olary licenfe. To 
digrefs, and to ramble, are differ­
ent things; and he who knows 
the country, through which he 
travels, may venture out of the 
high road becaufe he is fure of 
finding his way back to it again. 
Thus the feveral matters that 
may arife, even accidentally, be­
fore me, will have fame :lhare in 
guiding my pen. 

I DARE not promife that the fec­
tions, or r.nembers of thefe effays 
will bear that nice proportion to 
one another, and to the whole, 
which a fevere critic would re-

. 
qu1re. 
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quire. All I dare promife you is1 
that my thoughts, in what order 
foever they :A ow; ihall be com­
municated to you jufl: as they 
pafs through my mind, juft as 
they ufe to be when we converfe 
together on thefe, or any other 
fubjeets; when we faunter alone, 
or, as we have often done, with 
good ARBUTHNoT, and the jo­
cofe dean of St; Patrick's, among 
the multiplied fcenes of your lit­
tle garden. That theatre is large 
enough for my ambition. I dare 
not pretend to infl:rucr mankind, 
and I am not humble enough to 
write to the public for any other 
purpofe. I mean, by writing on 
fuch fubjeets as I intend here, to 
make fame trial of 1ny progrefs 
ih fearch of the rnofl: in1pbrtant 

truths, 
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truths, arid to make this trial be­
fore a friend, in whom, I think; 
I may confide. Thefe epifiolary 
effays, therefore, will be writ 
with as little regard to form, and 
with as little referve, as I ufed to 
fhew in the converfations which 
have given occa:G.on to them, 
when I maintained the fame opi­
nions, and infified on the fame 
reafons in defence of them. 

IT might feem fl:range to a 

man not well acquainted with 
the world, and in particular With 
the philofophical and theological 
tribe, that fo much precaution 
fhould be neceffary in the com­
munication of our thoughts on 
any fubjeCl: of the firfl: philofo­
phy, which is of common con-

cern 
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cern to the whole race of man­
kind, and wherein no one can 
have, according to nature and 
truth, any feparate interefl. Yet 
fo it is. 1~he feparate interefls we 
cannot have by God's inflituti­
ons, are created by thofe of man ; 
and there is no fubjett, on which 
men deal more unfairly with one 
another, than this. There are fe­
parate interefls, to mention them 
in general only, of prejudice, and 
of profeffion. By the firfl, men 
fet out in the fearch of truth un­
der the condutl: of error, and 
work up their heated imagina­
tions often to fuch a delirium, 
that the more genius, and- the 
more learning they have, the 
madder they grow. By the fe­
cond, they are {worn, as it \tvere, 

to 
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to follow all their lives the autho­
rity of fome particular fchool, 
to which '' tanquam fcopulo, ad­
" haerefcunt *;" for the condi­
tion of their engagement is to 
defend certain dod:rines, and even 
mere forms of fpeech, without 
examination, or to examine only 
in order to defend them. By 
both, they become philofophers 
as men became chrifl:ians in the· 
primitive church, or as they de­
termined themfelves about dif­
puted doctrines; for fays HrLA­
Rius, writing to St. AusTIN, 

'' Your holinefs kno\vs, that the 
" greateft part of the faithful 
" embrace, or refufe to embrace· 
" a doCtrine, for no reafon but 

*TuLLY. 

Ff "the 
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'' the impre.ffion which the name 
" and authority of fome body or 
'' other n1akes on them.'' What 
no\v can a man who feeks truth, 
for the fake of truth, and is in~ 
different where he finds it, expeC:l: 
frotn any communication of his 
thoughts to fuch men ·as thefe? 
l-Ie will be much deceived, if he 
expeets.any thing better than im­
pofition, or altercation. 

FEw men have, I believe, con­
(~ltedothers, both the living and 
the dead, with lefs prefumption, 
and in a gr.eater fpirit of docility, 
than I have done: and the more 
I have confulted, the lefs have I 
found of that inward conviCtion, 
on which a mind, that is not ab­
folutely implicit, can reft. I 

thought, 
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thdught; for a titne, that thi~ 
mufi be my fault. 1 difirufied 
myfelf, not my teachers, men of 
the greatefi name, antient and 
tnddern. But I found at lafl:, 
that it was fafer to trttfl: myfelf 
than them, and to proceed by 
the light of my own underfiand­
ing, than to wander after thef~ 
ignes fatui· of philofophy. · If I 
ani able therefore to tell you eafi­
ly, and at ~he fame time fo clear..:. 
ly and diftiri&ly as to be eafily" 
underfl:ood, and fo firongly as not 
to be eafily refuted, how I have 
thought for myfelf, I iliall be p'er­
fuaded that I have thought e­
nough on thefe fubjetl:s. If I ani 
not able to do this, it will be e­
vident that I have not thought 
on them enough. I mufl: review 

F fz my 
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my opinions, difcover and cor­
reCt 1ny errors. 

I HAvE faid, that the fubjeCl:s 
i mean, and which will be the 
principal objeCts of thefe Effays, 
are thofe of the firft philofophy; 
and it is fit, therefore, that I fhould 
explain what I underfl:and by the 
fidl: philofophy. Do not imagine 
that I underfl:and what has paf­
{ed commonly under that name, 
metaphyfical pneumatics, for in­
fiance, or ontology. The firfl: are 
converfant .about imaginary fub­
fl:ances, fu~h as may, and may 
not exift. That there is a God 
we can demonfl:rate ; and altho 
we know nothing of his manner 
9f being, yet we acknowledge 
him to be immaterial, becaufe a 

thoufand 
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thoufand abfurdities, and fuch as 
imply the fl:rongefl: contradiction, 
refult from the fuppo:G.tion that 
the Supreme Being is a fyfl:em of 
matter. But of any other fpirits 
we neither have, nor can have 
any knowledge : and no man 
\vill be inquifitive about fpiritual 
phy:G.ognomy, nor go about to 
enquire, I believe, at this time, 
as Evonrus enquired of St. Au­
sTIN, whether our immaterial 
part, the foul, does not remain 
united, when it forfakes this grofs 
terrefl:rial body, to fome aethe­
real body, more fubtil, and more 
fine; which was one of the py­
thagorean, and platonic whim­
ties : nor be under any concern 
to know, if this be not the cafe of 
the dead, how fouls can be difl:in-

F f 3 guiihed 
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gniilied aft~r their feparation, 
that ofDrvEs, for example, from 
that of LAZARus. The fecond, 
that is op.tology, treats mofl: fci~ 
entifically of being abftraeted 
from q.ll being, " de ente quate, 
" nus ~ns. '~ It came in fafhion 
:whilfi: ARISTOTLE was in fafhion, 
and has been fpun into an im­
menfe web out of fcholaftic brains. 
But it :fhould be, and I think it 
is already, left to the acute difci­
ples of LEIBNITZ, who dug for 
gold in the ordure of the fchools, 
and to other german wits. Let 
th~m darkyn by tediolls defini­
tions, what is too plain to need 
any ; or let _them employ their 
vocabulary of barbarous terms to 
propagate an unintelligible jar­
gon, ·which is fuppofed to exprefs _ 
. filCh 
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fuch abfiraCI:ions as they cannot 
make, and according to which, 
however, they prefume often to 
control the particular and mo!l: 
evident truths of experimental 
knowledge. Such reputed fcience 
deferves no rank in philofophy, 
not the lafi, and much lefs the fir!l. 

I DESIRE you not to in1agine 
neither, that I underfl:and by the 
firfl: philofophy, even fuch a fci­
ence as my * lord BAcoN de-­
fcribes, a fcience of general ob­
fervations, and axioms, fuch as do 
not belong properly to any parti­
cular part of fcience, but are 
common to many, '' and of an 
" higher ftage," as he expreffes 
himfelf. He complains, that phi-

·• Advan. of learn, Lib. i~. 
- F f 4 lofophers 
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lofophers have not gone up to 
the "fpring-head," which would 
be of '' general, and ex:cellent ufe 
'' for the difclofing of nature, and 
'' th~ abr idgementof art;,, tho 
they " draw now and then a 
" bucket of water out of the well 
H for fome particular ufe.'' Ire.,.. 
fpeet, no man more, this great 
authority; hut I refpeCl: no autho­
rity enough to f-ubfcribe, on the 
faith of it, to that which appears 
to me fantaftical, as if it were real. 
Now this fpring-head of fcience 
is purely fantafiical, and the fi,.. 
gure conveys q. falfe notion to the 
mind, as figures, employed licen­
tioufl y, are apt to do. The great 
author himfelf calls thefe axioms, 
which are to confl:itute his :firft 
philofophy, obfervations. Such 

they 
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they are properly; for there are 
fome uniform principles, or uni .... 
form impre:ffions of the fa1ne na­
ture, to be 6bferved in very differ­
ent fubjeets, "unaeademquenatu­
" rae veftigia aut fignacula diver­
" fis materiis et fubjettis impref­
" fa." Thefe obfervations, there­
fore, when they are fufficiently 
verified and well efl:abliilied, may 
be properly applied in difcotJrfe, 
or writing, from one fubjeet to 
another. But ! apprehend that 
when they are fo applied, they 
ferve rather to illufl:rate a propo­
fition, than to difclofe nature, or 
to abridge art. They may- have 
a better foundation, than fimili­
tudes and comparifons more 
loofely and more fuperficially 
made. 'fhcy may cgmpare reali-

tie~ 
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ties, not appearances; things that 
nature has made alike, not things 
that feetn only to have fame re­
lation of this kind in our imagi­
nations"~ But fiill they are com­
parifons of things difl:in&, and 
independent. They do not lead 
us to things; but things that are 
lead us to make them. He who 
poffeffes two fciences, and the 
fame will be often true of arts, 
may find in certain refpects a fi­
militude between them, becaufe 
he pofTelies both. If he did not 
poliefs both, he would be led by 
neither to the acquifition of the 
other. Such obfervations are ef­
fects, not means of knowledge ; 
and therefore to fuppofe that any 
collection of them can confl:itute 
a fcience of an " higher fiage," 

2 fron1 
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from whence we may reafon a pri­
ori down to particulars, is, I pre­
fume, to fuppofe fomething very 
groundlefs, and very ufelefs at heft 
to the advancement ef know­
ledge. A pretended fcience of 
this kind mufi: be barren of know­
ledge, and may be fruitful of er­
ror, as the perfian magic was, if 
it proceeded on the faint analogy 
that may be difcovered between 
phyfics, and politics, and dedu­
ced the rules of civil government 
from what the profeffors of it ob­
ferved of the operations,and works 
of nature in the material world. 
The very fpecimen of their ma­
gic, which my lord BAcoN has 
given, would be fufficient to ju­
ftify what is here objetl:ed to his 
dofrrine. 

LET 
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LET us conclude this head by 
mentioning two examples among 
others, which he brings to explain 
the bettet: what he means by his 
firfl: philofophy. The firft is this 
axiom *, " If to unequals you 
" add equals, all will be unequal." 
'This, he fays, is an axiom of ju­
fl:ice, as well as of mathematics ; 
and he a:lks, whether there is not 
a true coincidence between com­
mutative and diftributive jufl:ice, 
and arithmetical and geometrical 
proportion ? But I would afk in 
my turn, whether the certainty 
that . any arithmetician, or geo­
metrician has of the arithmetical, 
or geometrical truth, will lead 
him to difcover this coincidence ? 

* Si inaequalibus addas aeaualia, omnia 
crunt inaequalia, · 

Iafk 
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I afk, whether the moft profound 
lawyer, · who never heard per­
haps this axiom, would be led 
to it by his notions of commu­
tative, and difiributive jufiice? 
Certainly not. He vvho is well 
fk:illed in arithmetic, or geome­
try, and in jurifprudence, may 
obferve, perhaps, this uniformity 
of natural principle or impreffi­
on, becaufe he is fo :lkilled; tho, 
to fay the truth, it be not very 
obvious : but he will not have 
de1ivedhis knowledge of it from 
any fpring-head of a firft philo-

, fophy, from any fcience of an 
" higher il:age,, than arithmetic, 
geometry, and jurifprudence. 

THE fecond example is this 



462 A LETTER 

axiom*' (' that the defl:ruciiorl 
" of things is prevented by the 
'' reduCtion of them to their firfi 
" principles." This rule is faid 
to hold in religion, in phyfics, 
and in politics; and MACHI A VEL 

is quoted for having efiablifhed 
it in the lafl: of thefe. Now, tho 
this axiom be generally, it is not 
univerfally true; and, to fay no­
thing of phyfics, it will not be 
hard to produce, in contradiCtion 
to it, examples of religious, and 
civil inftitutions, that would have 
perifhed if they had been kept 
ftrietly to their £rft principles, 
and that have been fupported by 
departing more or lefs from them. 
It may feem jufl:ly matter of 

* Iateritus rei arcetur per reduB:ionerti 
ejus ad principia. 

wonder, 
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wonder, rhat the author of the 
Advancen1ent of learning :lhould 
efpoufe this maxim in religion, 
and politics, . as well as phy:G.cs, fo 
abfolutely, and that he :lhould 
place it as an axiom of his firft 
philofophy relatively to the three, 
fince he could not do it without 
falling into the abufe he con­
demns fo much in his Organum 
novum t ; the abufe philofophers 
are guilty of when theyfuffer the 
mind to rife too fafl:, as it is apt to 
do, from particulars to remote, 
and general axioms. That the 
author of the Political difcour­
fes iliould fall into this abufe, 

t -ut intelleB:us a particu1aribus ad ax­
iomata remota, et quafi generaliffima,­
faliat, et volet. 

. 
IS 
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is not at all firange. The fame 
abufe runs through all his writ­
ings, in which, among many 
wife, and many wicked reflec­
tions, and precepts, he efiabliihes 
frequently general maxims, or 
rules of conduCt:, on a few parti­
cular examples, and fometimes 
on a fingle example. Upon the 
whole matter, oneofthefe axioms 
communicates no knowledge but 
that which-we mufi have· before 
we can know the axiom, and the 
other may betray us into greater­
ror when we apply it to ufe, and 
action. One is unprofitable, the 
other dangerous ; and the philo­
fophy, which admits. them as 
principles of general knowledge, 
deferves ill to be reputed philofo .... 
phy. It would have been jufi as 

x ufeful, 
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hfeful, and .much more fafe, to 
admit into this receptacle of axi­
bms; thofe [elf-evident, and ne­
cdTary ttuths alone; of ·which we 
have an .immediate perception; 
finte tP,ey- a:re not confined to any 
fpecial parts of fcie~ce, but ate 
tommon to feveral, . or to all. 
Th,us thefe profitable axion1s, 
What is, is ; The whole is -bigger 
than a pal+; and divers others; 
might ferve to enlarge the fpring­
head of a :fitfl: philofophy; and be 
of excellent ufe in arguing ex 
praecognitis et praeconceffis~ 

IF you aik me now, what I 
underfiand then by a firfl: philo­
fophy? my anfwer will· be fuch 
as I fuppofe you already prepared 
to recetve. I underfiand by a 

G g firft 
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£rfi philofophy, that which de­
ferves the :hrfl: place on accovnt 
of the dignity, and importance 
of it's objeds, natural theology 
or theifm, and natural religion 
or ethics. If we confider the 
order of the fciences in their rife, 
and progrefs, the iirfi place be­
longs eo natural philofophy, the 
mother of them all, or the trunk 
the tree of knowledge, out of 
which, and in proportion to 
which, like fo many branches, 
they all grow. Thefe branches 
fpread wide, and bear even fruits 
of different kinds. But the fap 
that made them :lhoot, arid n1akes 
them flori:lh, rifes from the root 
through the trunk, and their pro­
duCtions are varied according to 

· the variety of fl:rainers through 
which 
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\Vhich it flows. In plain terms, 
I fpeak not here of fupernatural; 
or revealed Jcience ; and there­
fore, I fay, that all fcience, if it 
be real, muft· rife from below, 
and from our own level. It can­
not defcend from above, nor from 
fuperior (yftems of being and 
knowledge. Truth of exiftence 
is truth of knowledge, an_d there­
fore reafon fearches after them in 
one of thefe fcenes, where both 
are to be found together, and 
are within our reach; ~hilfl: 
imagination hopes fondly to find 
them in -another, where both of 
then1 are to be found, but furely 
not by us. The notices we receive 
from without concerning the be­
ings that furround us, and the 
in,vard confcioufi1efs we have of 

G a 2 
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our own, are the foundations, and 
the true criterions too, of all the 
knowledge we acquire of body , 
and of mind : and body and 
mind are objeCts alike of natural 
philofophy. We a:lfume common­
ly that they are two difiinCl: fub­
flances. Be it fo. 1"'hey are frill 
united, and blended, as it were, 
together, in one human nature: 
and all natures, united or not, fall 
within the province of natural 
philofophy. On the hypothefts 
indeed that body and foul are two 
diftinet fubfrances, one of which 
fubfifis after the dilfolution of the 
other, certain men, who have tak­
en the whimftcal title of meta­
phyficians, as if they had fcience 
beyond the bounds of nature, or 
of nature difcoverable by others, 

have 
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have taken likewife to themfelves 
the doCtrine of mind; and have 
left that of body, under the name 
of phyftcs, to a fuppofed inferior 
order of philofophers. But the 
right of thefe ftands good; for 
all the knowledge that can be ac­
quired about mind, or the unex­
tended fubflance of the Carteft-, ' 

~ns, m~fi pe a~quired, like that 
about body, or the €;Xtended fub­
ftance, within the bounds of their 
provi11-c~l and. by the means they 
empJoy, particu~af experiments 
and obfervations. Nothing can 
be true of mind, any more than 
of body, that is repugnaqt to 
thefe ; and an intellectual hypo­
thefts, which is not fupported 
by the intellectual pha<7nolJ1ena, 
is at leaft as ridic1:1\ous, as a cor-

G g 3 poreal 
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poreal hypothefis · which is not 
fupported by the corporeal phae:­
nomena. 

IF I have faid thus 1nuch in 
this place concerning natural phi­
lofophy, it has ~ot been without 
good reafon. I confider theology~ 
and ethics as ·the fir.ft of fciences 
in pre-eminence of ran~. But I 
confider t~e con.ftant contempla­
tion of nature, by which I mean 
the whole fyfl:em of God's works, 
as far as it lies open to us, as the 
cotnmon fpring of all fciences, 
and even ofthefe. What has been 
faid, agreeably to this notion, 
feems to me evidently true; and 
yet metaphyfical divines and phi­
lofophers proceed in direct con­
tradiction to it, and have there-

by, 
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by, if I miftake not, bewildered 
themfelves, and a great part of 
mankind, in fuch inextricable la ... 

, byrinths of hypothetical reafon­
ing, that few men can find their 
way back, and none can find it 
forward into the road ·of truth. 
To dwell long, and on fome 
points always, in particular know­
ledge, tires the patience of thefe 
impetuous philofophers. They 
:fly to generals. To confider, at-, 

tentively, even;the minuteft phae-­
nomenaof body and mind tnor­
tifies their pride. Rather than 
creep up :llowly, ~ pofl:eriori, to 
a little general knowledge, they 
foar at once as far, and as high, 
as imagination can carry .them. 
From thence they defcend again, 
armed with fyflen1s and argu-

G g4 n1ents 
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ments a priori; and, regardlefs 
' how t~efe agr_ee, .. o~ clafh with 

the phaenoniena of l}ature, they 
impofe them on man~i~d. 

IT is t~is ·manner o.f philof~­
phifing, this prepofl:erous meth?d 
of beginning o~r fearch after 
truth out" of the bounds of hu­
man knowledge, or of contin~­
ing it beyond them, that has 
corrupted natur_al theology, and 
natural religion in all ages. They 
have been corrupted to fuch ·a 
degree, that "it· is ~own, and 
was fo long fince, as necdfary tq 
plead the caufe of God, if I may 
ufe this expreffion after SENEcA, 

againfl: the divine,· as againft the 
atheift; to a:ffert his exi.ftence a­
gainft the latter, to defend his 

~ttri-
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ftttributes againfl: th~ former, a11-d 
~o j.ufl:~fy his providence againfl: 
both. To both, a fi.ncere and 
humble theifl: might fay very pro-

~ perly, " I mak~ no difference 
" between you en many occafi­
" ons; becaufe it is indifferent* 
" whether you deny, or defame 
H the Supreme Being:" nay, 
PLUTARCH, tho little orthodox 
in theology, 'Yas not in the 
\Vrong, perhaps, when he declar­
ed the lafl: to be the worft 
... 

IN treating the fubjetl:~ about 
which I :!hall write to /you in 
thefe l~tters, or dfays, it will be 
therefore neceffary to difl:inguifh 

~ lJ~rum D~u~ neges an infames. 
. 

genuine 



474- A L E T T E R 

genuine .and pure theifm, frotn 
the unnatural, and profane nlix­
tures of human imagination ; 
what we can know of God, from 
what we cannot know. This is 
the more nece:lfary too, becaufe, 
whilfl: true and falf~ notions about 
God and religion are blended to­
gether in our minds, under one 
fpecious name of fcience, the 
falfe are. more likely to make 
men doubt of the true, as it of­
ten happens, than to. perfuade 
men that they are true them­
felves. Now in order to this 
purpofe,: nothing can be. ·more 
effeCtual than to go to the_ root of 
error, of that primitive error 
which encourages our curio:Gty, 
fuftains our pride, fortifies our 
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prejudices, and giv~s pretence to 
delu:Gon. This primitive error 
oonfift.s in the high opinion we · 
are apt to entertain of the hum~ 
mind, tho it holds, in truth, a 
very low rank in the intelleCtual 
fyftem. To cure _this error, we 
need only turn our eyes inward, 
and contemplate impartially what 
paties there from the -infancy to 
the maturity of the mind. Thus 
it will not be difficult, and thus 
alone it is poffible, to difcover 
the true 11ature of human know­
ledge, how far it extends, how 
.far it is real, and where, and 
4ow it begins to be fantafl:ical. 

SucH an enquiry, if it cannot 
fheck. the prefumption, nor hum~ 

blc 
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: ble the pride of metaphyficians~ 
may ferve to unde~eive others. 
LocKE purfued it. He ground,.. 
.ed all he taught on the phaeno~ 
mena of nature. He appealed 
to the experience and confcious 
knowledge of every one, and 
rendered all he -advanced intelli­
gible. ~E~BNITz, one of the 
vaineft, and moft chimerical men 
that ever got a name in philofo­
phy, and ~ho is often fo unin­
telligible, that no man ought to 

believe he 11nderfl:ood himfelf, 
cenfured LocKE as a fuperficial 
philofopher~ What h~s happen­
ed ? Tl1e philofophy of one has 
forced it's way into general ap­
probation : that of the other has 
carried no conviction, and fcarce 

any 
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:any information to thofe who 
have mifpent their time about it. 
T:o fpeak the truth, tho it may 
feem a paradox, our knowledge 
on many fubjetl:s, and particu­
larly on thofe which we intend 
here, muft be fuperficial to be. 
real. This is the condition of 
humanity. We are placed, as it 
were, in an intelleCtual twilight, 
where we difcover but few things 
clearly, and none entirely, and 
yet fee juft enough to tempt us 
with the hope of making better 
and more difcoveries. Thus flat­
tered, men pufh their enquiries 
on, and may be properly enough 
compared to lxioN, who" ima­
·" gined he had JuNo in his arms 

" \Vhilfl: 
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u whilfi: he embraced a cloud*." 

To be contented to kno'\v 
things as God has made us ca­
pable of knowing them, is then 
a firfi: principle necetiary to fe-' 
cure us from falling irtto error; 
and if there is any fubjeet upon 
which we :fhould be moft on our 
guard againft error, it is furely 
that which I have called here 
the firft philofophy. God is hid 
from us in the majefiy of his na­
ture, and the little we difcover of 
him, mufl: be difcovered by the 
light that is reBeeted from his 
works. Out of this light, there­
fore, we :fhould never go in our 

* Lord BAcoN. . 
enqut-
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enquiries and reafonings about· 
his nature, his attributes, and 
the order of his providence : and 
y~t upon thefe fubjeCl:s, men de­
part the "furthefl: from it; nay, 
they who depart, the· furthefl: 
are the befl: heard by the bulk: of 
n1ankind. The lefs men know, 
the more they believe that they 
know. Belief paffes -in · their 
minds for knowledge : _and the 
very circumfl:ances, which ihould 
beget doubt, produce increafe of 
faith. Every glittering appari­
tion, that is pointed out to them' 
in the vafl: wild of imagination, 
paffes for a reality:. and the 
more dHlant, the more confufed, 
the more incomprehenfible it is,. 
the more fublime it is efl:eemed. 

4 He 
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:He who ilic>uici attempt to lh!ft 
thefe fcenes of airy vifion, for 
thofe of real knowledge, might 
expetl: to be treated with fcorn 
and a~ger, by the whole theolo-­
gical and metaphy~cal tribe, the 
inafters and the fcholars~ ~e 
would be defpifed as a plebeian 
philofopher, and railed at as an 
infidel. It would be founded 
high, that he debafed human na:­
ture, which has a _cognation, [d 

the reverend and learned doetot 
CuDWORTH calls it, with the 
divine ; that the foul of man, im­
material and immortal by if s 
nature, was made to contemplate 
higher and nobler objetl:s, than 
this fenfi.ble world, and even 
than itfelf, fince it was made to 

2 con-
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contemplate God, and to be u­
nited to him. In fuch clamor as 
this, the voice bf truth and of rea­
fon would be drowned; and, with 
both of then1 on his fide, he 
who oppofed it would make 
many enemies, and few converts. 
Nay, I am apt to think that 
feme of thefe, if he made any, 
would fay to him, as foon as 
the gaudy vifi.ons of error were 
difpelled, and till they were ac­
cuftomed to the _fimplicity of 
truth, " Pol. me occidiftis.'' 
Prudence forbids me, therefore, 
to write as I think to the world, 
whilfr friendfhip forbids me to 
write otherwife to you. I have 
been a martyr of fatl:ion in po­
litics, and have no vocation to 
be fo in philofophy. 

H h BuT 
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BuT there is another confide­
ration which deferv€s more re­
gard, becaufe it is of a public 
nature, and becaufe the com-. 
mon interefts of fociety may 
he affed:~d by it. Truth and 
falihood, knowledge and igno­
rance, revelations of the Cr.ea­
tor, invention$ of the creature, 
dictates of reafon, fallies of en-: 
thu[lafm, have., been blended fo. 
long together in our fyftems of 
theology, that it may be_thought 
dangerous to fepa~ate them; !ell 
by attacking. fome parts of thefe· 
fyfrems we fhould fhake the 
whole. It may be thought. that 
error, itfelf, deferves t_o be re­
f petted· on this account, and that 
1nen, who are deludea for their 
good, fhould be deluded on. 

I SoM:& 
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SoME fuch refleCtions as thefe 
it is probable that ERASMus 

made when he obferved, in one 
of his letters to MELANCTHON, 
that PLATo, dreaming of a phi­
lofophical commonwealth, faw 
the impoffibility of governing 
the multitude without deceiving 
them. '' Let not chrifi:ians 1 ye,'' 
fays this great divine : " but 
" let it not be thought neither, 
" that every truth ought to be 
" thrown out to the vulgar. 
" Non expedit ornne'in veri-

1 

" tatem prodere vulgo." ScAR­
VOLA and V ARRO were more 
explicit than ERAsMus, and more 
reafonable than PLA ro. T.hey 
held not only that many truths 
were to be concealed from the 
vulgar, but that it was expe-

H h 2 dient 
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dient the vulgar lhould believe 
many things that were falfe. 
They diftinguiibed at the fame 
time very rightly, between the 
regard due to religions already 
efl:abliilied, and the conduCt to 
be held in the efiablilhment of 
them. The Greek aifumed, 
that men could not be governed 
by truth, and ereCted on this 
principle a fabulous theology. 
The Romal)s were not of the 
fame opinion. V ARR o decl~red 
exprefsly, that if he had been 
to frame a new inftitution, he 
would have framed it "ex na­
" turae potius formula." But 
they both thought that things 
evidently falfe might deferve 
an outward iefpeB:, when they 
Jre interwoven into a fyficm of 

go~ 
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government. This outward re­
fpetl every good citizen will 
:lhew them in fuch a cafe, and 
they can claim n9 more in any. 
He will not propagate thefe er­
rors, but he will . be cautious 
how he propagates even truth, 
in oppofition to them. 

THERE has been much noife 
made about free thinking; and 
men have been animated, in the 
conteft, by a fpirit that be-, 
comes neither the charaCter o( 
divines, nor that of good ci­
tizens; by an arbitrary tyran­
nical fpirit under the tna:lk of 

· religious zeal, and by a pre­
fumptuous, faCtious fpirit under 
that of liberty. If the :firft could 
prevail~ they would efl:ablifh im-

H h 3 plicit 
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plicit belief and blind obedience, 
and an inqui:Gtion to maintain 
this abjeCl: fervitude. To affert 
antipodes might becon1e once 
1nore as heretical as arianifm, or 
pelagianifin: and men might be 
dragged to the jails of fome holy 
office, like GALILEI, for faying 
they had feen what in faa they 
had feen, and what every one 
elfe that pleafed might fee. If 
the fecond could prevail, they 
would defl:roy at once the ge­
neral influence of religion, by 
fhaking the foundations of it 
which education had laid. Thefe 
are wide extremes. Is there 
no middle path, in which a 
reafonable man and a good ci­
tizen may direct his fieps ? I 
think there is. 

EvERY 
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EvERY one has an undoubted 

right to think freely: nay, it 
is the duty of every one to do fo, 
as far as he has the nece!fary 
means, and opportunities. This 
duty too is .in no cafe fo incum­
bent on him, as in thofe that re­
gard what I call the firft phi­
lofophy. They \'fho have nei­
ther means nor opportunities of 
this fort, muft fubtnit their o­
pinions to authority : and to 
what authority can they refign 
themfelves fo properly, . and fo 
fafely, as to that of the laws, and 
conflitution of their country.? 
In general nothing c~n be more 
abfurd than to take opinions 
of the greateft moment, and 
fuch as concern us the moft in­
timately, on truft. But there 

H h 4 is 
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is no help againft it in many 
particular cafes. Things the 
mofi abfurd in [peculation be ... 
come necdfary in pra&ic:e. Such 
is the human confl:itution, and 
reafon ex:cuft:;s them on the ac­
count of this ne<;effity. Reafon 
does even a little more ; and it 
is all ihe can do. She gives 
the befl: direction poffible to the 
abfurdity. Thus fhe direCts 
thofe, who mufi believe becaufe 
they c(lnnot know, to believe 
in the laws of their coun­
try, and ,conform their opinions 
a11d praCtice to thofe of their an ... 

• 
c.:eflors, to thofe of CoRUNCA-
Nrus, of Sc~Pro, of ScAEVOLA, 
not to thofe of ZENO, of CLEAN­
Tf.IES, of CF!R YSIPPVS *. 

~ Pe nat. P.eor. 



to Mr. P 0 P E. 489 

BuT now the fame reafon, that 
gives this direCtion to fuch meh 
as thefe, will give a very con­
trary direCtion to thofe who 
have the means, and opportu­
nities the others want. Far from 
ad vifing them to fubmit to this 
1nental bondage, £he will ad­
vife them to employ their whole 
indufl:ry, to exert the utmofl: 
freedom of thought, and to reft 
on no authority but her's, that 
is, their own. She will fpeak 
to them in the language of the 
Soufys, a feel: of philofophers 
in Perfia, that travellers have 
mentioned. " Doubt," fay 
thefe wife and honeft free­
thinkers, " is the key of know­
(' ledge. He who never doubts, 
H never exaPlin~s. He who ne-

" ver 
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" ver exan1ines, difcovers no­
" thing. He who difcovers no-­
" thing, is blind, and will re­
" main fo. If you find no rea­
" fon to doubt concerning the 
'' opinions of your fathers, keep 
" to thetn, .they will be fuffi­
" cient for you. If you find 
" any reafon to doubt concern­
" ing them, feek the truth 
" quietly, but take care not to 
" difiurb the minds of other 
" men." 

LET us proceed agreeab.l y t'O 
thefe maxin1 s. Let us feek 
truth, but feek it quietly as well 
as freely. Let us not imagine, 
like fame who· are called free-· 
thinkers, that every man, who 
can think and judge for him-

felf, 
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felf, as he has a right to do, 
lfas therefore a right of [peak­
ing, any' more than of acting 
according to the full fi·eedom of 
his thoughts. The freedom be­
longs to hin1 as a rational crea­
ture : He lies under the refiraint 
as a member of fociety. 

IF the religion we profefs con­
tained nothing more than ar­
ticles of faith, and points of doc­
trine clearly revealed to us in 
the gofpel, we n1ight be obliged 
to renounce our natural free­
dotn of thought in favqr of 
this fupernatural authority. But 
fince it is notorious that a cer­
tain order of men, who call 
themfelves the church, have been 
employed to make and propagate 

a the-
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a theological fyfl:em of their 
own, which they call chrifti­
anity, from the days of the a­
pofl:les, and even from thefe 
days inclufively ; it is our duty 
to examine, and analyfe the 
whole, that we may difl:inguiih 
what is divine from what is hu­
man; adhere to the fidl: im­
plicitly, and afcribe to the lafl: 
no more authority than the word 
of man deferves¥ 

SucH an exan1ination is the 
more necelfary to be undertaken 
by every one who is concerned . 
for the truth of his religion, and 
for the honor of chrifl:ianity, be­
caufe the :firft preachers of it were 
not, and they who preach it fiill 
are not, agreed about n1any of 

3 . the 
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the mofi important points of 
their fyfiem ; becaufe the con~ 
troverfies raifed by thefe men 
have banifhed union, peace, and 
charity out of the chrifl:ian world; 
and becaufe fome parts of the 
fyfiem favour fo much of fu­
perfiition, and euthufiafm, that 
all the. prejudices of education, 
and the whole weight of civil 
and . eccldiafl:ical power can 
hardly keep them in credit. 
Thefe confiderations deferve the 
more attent!on, becaufe nothing 
can be more true, ·than what 
PLUTARCH faid of old, and my 
lord BAcoN has faid fince; one, 
that fuperfl:ition, and the other, 

1 
that vain controverG.es are prin­
cipal caufes of atheifm. 

I NEI-
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I NEITHER exped: nor defire 
to fee any public revi:Gon made 
of the prefent fyfiem of chrifli­
anity. · I iliould fear an attempt 
to alter the eflabliihed religion 
as much, as they who have the 
moll: bigot attachment to it, and 
for reafons as good as theirs, tho 
not entirely the fame. I fpeak 
only of the duty of every private 
man to examine for himfelf, 
which would have an imme­
diate good effect relatively to 
himfelf, an~ might have in time 
a good effeB: relatively to the 
public, fi.nce it would difpofe 
the minds of men to a greater 
indifference about theological 
difputes, which are the difgrace 
of chrifiianity, and have been 
the plagues of the world. 

WILL 
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WILL you tell me that pri­
vate judgment mull fubmit to 
the efiablifhe_d authority of fa­
thers and councils ? My an­
fwer iliall be, that the fathers, 
antient and_ modern~ in coun­
cils, and out of them, have 
raifed that immenfe_ fyftem of 
artificial theology, by which 
, genuine chrifiianity is perverte_d,_ 
and in which it is lofl:. Thefe­
fathers are fathers of the wodl 
fort, fuch as contrive to keep 
their children . in a perpetual 
fiate of infancy, that they may 
exercife perpetual~ and abfolute 
dominion over them. " QEo 
" magis regnum in illos exer­
" ceant pro fua libidine *.'' 1 
call t,heir theology artificial, be-

* ERASMUS, 

caufe 
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caufe it is in a multitude 
of infl:ances conformablct nei ... 
ther to the religion of nature, 
nor to gofpel chrifl:ianity, but 
often repugnant tb both, tho 
faid to be ·founded on them. 
I fhall have occafion to men­
tion feveral fuch infl:ances in 
the courfe of thefe little e:lfays. 
Here I will only obferve, that 
if it be hard to conceive how 
any thing fo abfurd, as the pa­
gan . theo1ogy :Ll:ands reprefent­
ed by the fathers who wrote 
againfi it, aud as it really was, 
could ever gain credit among 
rational creatures, it is full as 
hard to conceive how the ar­
tificial theology we fpeak of 
could ever prevail, not only in 
ages of ignorance, but in the 

moft 
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mofi enlightened. There is a 
letter of St. AusTIN, wherein 
he fays *, that he was ailian1ed 
of hi1nfelf when he refuted the 
opinions of the former, and 
that he was ailiamed of man­
kind \Vhen he conG.dered that 
fuch abfurdities were received, 
and defended. The reflections 
might be retorted on the faint, 
fince he broached, and defend­
ed doctrines as unworthy of the 
fupreme :Jl-perfetl: Being, as 
thofe which the heathens taught 
concerning their fiCtitious, and 
inferior gods. Is it neceffary to 
quote any other than that, by 
which we are taught that God 

* --jam pudet me ifta refellere cum 
eos non puduerit ifta fentire. Cum vero 
aufi Iint etiam defendere, &c. 

I i has 
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has created numbers of men 
for no purpofe, but to damn 
them ? " Quifquis praedefl:ina­
" tionis doctrinam invidia gra­
H vat,'' fays CALVIN, " aperte 
" tnaledicit, Deo t." Let us fay, 
'' ~ifquis praedefrinationis do­
" chinam atierit, blafphemat." 
Let us not impute fuch cruel 
injuftice to the all-perfect Being. 
Let Au s T IN, and CAL v I N, 

and all thofe who teach it, be 
anfwerable for it alone. You 
1nay bring fathers and councils 
as evidences in the caufe of arti­
ficial theology : but reafon n1uft 

be the judge; and all I contend 
for is, that :ihe fbould be fo in 
the breafl: of_ every chriftian that 
can appeal to her tribunal. 

t CAL. In f. Lib. iii. c. 2 I. 

WILL 
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WILL you tell me that even 
fuch a private examination of 
the chrifiian fyftem, as I pro­
:f>Ofe that every man, who is able 
to make it, :lhould make for 
himfelf, is unlawful; and that, 
if any doubts arife in our minds 
concerning religion, \Ve 1nufi 
have recourfe for the folution 
of thetn to fon1e of that holy 
order, which was infl:ituted by 
God himfelf, and \vhich has 
been continued by the impofi­
tion of hands in every chrifl:ian 
fociety, from the apofl:Jes down 
to, the prefent clergy? My an­
fwer :lhall be iliortly this, it is 
repugnant to all the ideas of 
"vifdotn and goodnefs to be­
lieve that the univerfctl tenns 
of falvation are knovvable by 

I i 2 the 
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the means of one order of 
1.11en alone, and that they con­
tinue to be fo even after they 
have been publiilied to all na-

, tions. Some of your. direCtors 
will tell you, that \vhilfl: CHRIST 

\Vas on earth, the apofl:les were 
the church ; that he was the 
biihop of it; that afterwards 
the admiffion of men into this 
order was approved, and con­
firmed by vifions and other di­
vine· manifefl:ations; and that 
thefe v.ronderful proofs of God's 
interpofition at the ordinations, ... 
and confecrations of pre:lbyters, 
and biibops, lafl:ed even in the 
time of St. C Y P RIA N, that is, 
in the middle of the third 
century. It is pity that they 
b.fied no longer, for the ho-

nor 
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nor of the church, and for the 
convic:tion of thofe who do not 
fufficiently reverence the reli­
gious fociety. It were to be 
wifhed perhaps, that fon1e of 
the fecrets of eleCtricity were 
improved enough to be piou:fly, 
and ufefully applied to this pur­
pofe. If we beheld a ihecinah, 
or divine prefence, like the 
flame of a taper, on the heads 
of thofe who receive the im­
po:Gtion of hands, we might 
believe that they receive the 
I-Ioly Ghofi at the fan1e time. 
But as we have no reafon to 
believe what fuperfl:itious, cre­
dulous, or lying rnen, fuch as 
CYPRIAN himfelf was, report­
ed formerly, that they might 
eftabliih the proud preten:Gons 

I i 3 of 
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of the clergy; fo we have no 
reafon to believe that five men 
of this order have any tnore 
of the divine Spirit in our time, 
after they are ordained, than 
they had before. It would be 
a farce to provoke laughter, if 
there was no fufpicion of pro­
phanation in it, to fee them 
gravely lay hands on one ano­
ther) and bid one another re­
ceive the Holy Ghofi. 

WILL you tell 1ne finally, in 
oppo:Gtion to what has been faid, 
and that you may anticipate 
what remains to be faid, that 
laymen are not only unautho­
rifed, btlt quite unequal, with­
out the ai11flance of divines, to 
the tafk I propofe ? If you do, 

I :£hall 
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I f.hall make no fcruple to tell 
you, in return, that laymen 
may be, if they pleafe, in every 
refpeCt as fit, and are in one 
important refpetl: more fit, than 
divines, to go through this ex­
amination, and to judge for 
themfelves upon it. We fay 
that the fcriptures, conc~rning 
the divine authenticity of which 
all the profeifors of chrifl:ianity 
agree, are the fole criterion of 
chrifl:ianity. You add tradi­
tion, con.cerning which there 
may be, and there is much dif­
pu te. We have then a c~rtain 
invariable rule~ whenever the 
fcriptures fpeak plainly. When­
ever they do not fpeak fo, we 
have this comfortable affurance, 
that doCtrines, which no body 

I i 4 un-
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undedl:ands, are revealed to no 
body, and are therefore i1n pro­
per objects of hun1an inquiry. 
We know too, that if we re­
ceive the explanations and com­
n1entaries of th~fe dark fay­
ings from the clergy, we take 
the greatefi part of our reli­
gion from the word of tnan, 
not from the word of God. 
Tradition indeed, however de­
rived, is not to be totally re­
jected ; for, if it was, hovv catne 
the canon of the fcriptures, e-· 
ven of the gofpds, to be fix­
ed ? Hov; was it conveyed 
down to us ? Traditions of ge­
neral fatl:s, and general propo­
:fitions plain and uniforn1, may 
be of fome authority and ufe. 
But particular, anecdotical tra-

ditions, 
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ditions, whofe original autho­
rity is unknown, or "jufl:ly fuf­
picious, and that have acquir­
ed only an appearance of ge­
nerality, and notoriety, becaufe 
they have been frequently, and 
boldly repeated fron1 age, to 
age, deferve no more regard, 
than doCtrines evidently added 
to' the fcriptures, under pretence 
of explaining, and con1tnent­
ing them, by n1en as fallible as 
ourfelves. Vve may receive the 
fcriptures, and be perfuaded of 
their authenticity on the faith 
of eccle!iafiical tr2.dition : but 
it feetns to 1ne, that we may 
reject:, at the fame titne, all the 
artificjal theology which has 
been raifed on thefe fcriptures 
by doCtors of the church, with 

2 as 
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as much right, as they receive 
th6 Old Teftament on the au­
thority of jewifu fcribes and 
doCtors, whiHl: they rejett the 
oral law, and all rabinical lite­
rature .. 

HE who examines on fuch 
principles as thefe, \vhich are 
conformable to truth and rea­
fan, may lay aftde at once the 
immenfe volumes of fathers, 
and councils, of fchoohnen, ca­
fuifis, and controver:fial wri­
ters, which have perplexed the 
world fo long. Natural reli­
gion will be to fuch a man no 

longer intricate ; revealed reli­
gion will be no longer myfl:e­
rious, nor the word of God 
equivocal. Clearnefs and pre-

ci:lion 
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cifion are two great excellen .. 
cies of human laws. How 
much more :lhould we expeCt 
to End them in the law of 
God? They have been banilhed 
frotn thence by artificial the­
ology ; and he who is de:lirous 
to find them m ufl: baniih the 
profeffors of it from his coun­
cils, infl:ead of confulting them. 
He tnuft feek for genuine chri­
flianity with that fimplicity of 
fpirit, with which it is taught in 
the gofpel by CHRIST himfelf. 
He mufl: do the very reverfe 
of what has been done by the 
perfons you advife him to con­
fult. 

You fee that I have faid what 
has been faid, on a fuppofi~ 

4 uon 
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tion, that, however obfcure the­
ology n1ay be, the chrifl:ian re­
ligion is extremely plain, and 
requires no great learning, nor 
deep tneditation to develope it. 
But, if it was not fo plain, if 
both thefe were nece:lfary to de­
velope it, is great learning the 
monopoly of the clergy fince 
the refurreCl:ion of letters, as 
a little learning was before that 
aera? Is deep meditation, and 
jufinefs of reafoning confined 
to men of that order by a pe­
culiar and excluGve privilege ? 
In iliort, and to a{k a quefi:ion 
which experience will decide, 
have thefe 111en, who boaft that 
they are appointed by God " to 
" be the interpreters of his fe­
'' cret 'vill, to reprefen t his 

per-
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" perfon, and to anfwer in his 
'' name, as it were, out of the 
" fanttuary * ;" have thefe men, 
I fay, been able, in more than 
feventeen centuries, to efl:ablifh 
an uniform fyfiem of revec.1.led 
religion, for natural religion 
never wanted their help, among 
the civil focieties of chrifiians, 
or even in their own ? T·hey 
do not feem to have aimed at 
this defirable end. Divided as 
they have always been, they 
have always fiudied in order to 
believe§, and to take upon trufi, 
or to find matter of difcourfe, 

* CAL Inf. L iv. c. 3· 
N. B. I chufe to borrow thefe expref­

fions from CALVIN, in order to ihe>v how 
much they afcribe, who are fuppofed to 

afcribe the leaft, to this order. 
§ BAcoN's Effays. 

Qr 
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or to contradia and confute; 
but never to confider itnpartial­
ly, nor to ufe a free judgtnent. 
On the contrary, they who have 
attempted to ufe ·this freedon1 
of judgment have been con­
ftantly, and cruelly perfecuted 
by then1. 

THE :firft fl:eps to\vards the 
efl:ablilh1nent of artificial the­
ology, \vhich has pa:ffed for 
chrifiianity ever fince, \Vere en­
thu{iafiical. They were not he­
retics alone, who delighted in 
wild allegories, and the po!llp­
ous jargon of n1yficry : they 
\Vere the orthodox fathers of 
the .firfr ages ; they vverc the 
difciples of the apoftles, o'r the 
fcholars of their difciples : for 

the 
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the truth of which' I may ap-. 
peal to the epifl:les, and other 
writings of thefe men that. are 
extant, to thofe of CLEMENs, 
of IGNATIUS, orofiRENAEUS, for 
in fiance ; and to. the vifions of 
HERMEs, that have fo near a re­
femblance to the produCtions of 
BUNYAN.~ 

THE next fl:eps of the fame 
kind were rhetorical. They 
were made by men who declaim­
ed much, and reafoned ill, but 
who impofed on the imagina­
tions of others by the heat of 
their own, by their hyper­
boles, their exaggerations, the 
acrimony of their fiyle, and their 
violent inveCtives. Such were 
~he CHR YSOSTOMS the J EROMS, 

an 
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an HrLARius, a CYRIL, and n1oft: 
of the fathers. 

THE laft of the fieps I ihall 
n1ention were logical : and 
thefe were m~de very oppor­
tunely, and very advantageouily 
for the church, and for artifi­
cial theology. Abfurdity in [pe­
culation, and fuper:fl:ition in 
praCtice, had been cultivated fo 
long, and were become fo grofs, 
that n1en began to fee through 
the veils that had been thrown 
over them, as ignorant as 
thofe ages were. Then the 
fchoolmen arofe. I need not dif­
play their charaCt-er, it i~ enough 
known. This only I will fay, 
that, having very few mate­
rials of knowledge, and 1nuch 

fub-
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fubtilty of wit, they wrought 
up fyftems of fancy on the lit­
tle they knew ; and invented an 

" 
art, by the help of ARisTo-

TLE, not of enlarging, but of 
puzzling knowledge with, tech­
nical terms, with definitions, di­
fl:inetions, and fyllogifms mere­
ly verbal : they taught what 
they could not explain ; evad­
ed what they could not anf wer ; 
and he who had the mofl ikill 
in this art might put to file~ce; 
when it came into general ufe, 
the tnan who was confciou:fly 
certain that he had truth and rea­
fan on his fide. 

THE authority of the fchools 
lafied till the refurrection of let­
ters. But as foon as real know-

K k ledge 



514 A LETT E R 

ledge was enlarged, and the 
condu& of the underfianding 
better underfi:ood, it fell into 
contempt. The advocates of 
artificial theology have had, :lince 
that time, a very hard tafk. 
They have been obliged to de­
fend in the light what was im­
pofed in the dark, and to ac­
quire knowledge to jufl:ify igno­
rance., They were drawn to it 
with reluCl:ancy. But learning, 
that grew up among the laity, 
and controverfies with one ano- . 
ther, made .this unavoidable, 
which was not eligible on the 
principles of eccleftaftical policy. 
They have done, with thefe new 
arm~, all that great parts, great 
pains, and great zeal could do 
under fi1ch difad vantages ; and 

4 we 
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We may apply to this order; 
on this occafi.on; '' Si Perga..:. 
" ma dextra," etc. But their 
Troy cannot be defended; ir­
reparable breaches have been 
made in it. Th~y have im­
proved in learning and know­
ledge: but this improvement has 
been general, and as reniarka­
ble at leafi among the laity, as 
among the clergy. Beftdcs which, 
·it mufi be owned that the for­
mer ha-ve had in this refpetl: a 
fort of indiretl: obligation to the 
latter; for, whilfl: thefe men hav_e 
fearched into antiquity, have im­
proved criticifm, and almofl: ex­
haufted fubtilty, they have fur­
nifhed fo many arms the more 
to fuch of the others, as do not 
fubmit implicitly to them, but 

K k 2 exa-



5 t6 A LETTER 

~xatnipe and judge for them­
felves. By refuting one another 
w:hen they differ, they have 
m,ade it no hard matter to re­
f~~e' them_ ·all when they agree : 
and, I bel~ev,~, there , are few 
books written .to propaga_t~, -,or 
defend the received notions ·of 

~- . -

artificial theology, ':V~ich may 
( 

110t be refuted by the :books 
themfelves~_ I conc~u5!~- q~_;~e 
whole, that _lajmen, .have, or 
need to have, no want .of .the 
clergy in examining and ana­
lyfing the religio_J?, th:ey_ pr<?fefs. 

• r 

\' -· 
_ _ BuT I [ai~- that they . are in 

one important refpeet·_ tnore :fit 
to~ go thro.ugh this exatnination 
~ithout the help of divines, 
than with it. 1\. layn1an, who 

feeks 
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feeks the truth, may fall into 
error: but as he car1 have no 
i,nterefl: to deceive· himfelf, fo he 
has none of profeffion to _bias 
his private judgment, any more 
than to engage him to deceiv~. 
others. N o\v the clergy1nan 
lies firongly under this influ~ 

ence in every communion. How 
indeed fhould it be otherwife? 
Theology is becon1e one of thofe 
fciences · which SENECA calls 
" fcientiae in lucrum exeuntes :" 
and fciences, like arts, whofe 
objeCt is gain, are, in go~d 
Engliih, trades. Su<;:h theology 
is : and men who could make 
no fortune, except the loweft, 
in any other, make often the 
higheft in this : for the proof 
of which affertion I might pro-

K k 3 duce 
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duce fame fi.gnal inftances a..,. 
~ong my lords the bifhops. The 
coq;fequence has been uniform ; 
for how ready foever the tradef~ 
m.en of on~ church are to ex-: 
pofe the falfe wares, that is, 
the errors, and abufes of ano­
ther, they never admit that there 
~re any in their own : and he 
who admitted this, in fame par­
ticular inll:ance, would be driven 
out of the ecclefi.aftical compa~ 
ny, as a falfe brother, and one 
who fpoiled the trade. 

THus it con1es to· pafs that 
new churches may be efl:ablilh­
ed by the diffentions, but that 
old ones cannot be reformed by 
the concurrence, of the cler­
gy! There is no compofition 

to 
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to be made with this order of 
men. ·He, who does not be­
lieve all they teach in every com­
munion, is reputed nearly as 
criminal, as he who believes no 
part of it. He who cannot af­
fent to the athanafian creed, of 
which archbilhop TILLOTSON 

faid, as I have heard, that he 
wilhed we were well rid, would 
receive no better quarter, than 
an atheift, from the generality 
of the clergy. What recourfe 
now has a man who cannot be 
thus implicit? Some have run 
into fcepticifm, fome into a­
theifm, and, for fear of being 
impofed on by others, have im­
pofed on themfelves. The way 
to avoid thefe extremes is that, 
which has been chalked 0ut in 

K k 4 this 
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this introduCtion. We may think 
freely, without thinking as li­
centiou:lly as divines do when 
they raife a fyfien1 of imagina­
tion on true foundations ; or as 
fceptics do when they renounce 
all knowledge; or as atheifis 
d.o when they attetn pt to den10-
lif11 the foundations of all re­
ligion, and rejeCt demonfiration. 
As we think for ourfelves, we 
tnay keep our thoughts to our­
felves, or communicate them 
with a due referve, and in fuch 
a manner only, as it may be 
done without offendjng the laws 
of our c~untry, and difl;urbing 
the public peace. 

I CANNoT conclude my dif­
courfe on this occafion better, 

than 
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than by putting you in mind 
of a paffage you quoted to me 
once, with great applaufe, from 
a fermon of FosTER, and to 
this e:ffetl::: " Where myfiery 
" begins, religion ends." The 
apophthegm pleafed me much : 
and I was glad to hear fuch a 
truth from any pulpit, fince ·it 
fhews an inclination, at leafl:, to 
purify chriftianity from the lea­
ven of artificial theology, which 
confifts principally in making 
things, that are very plain, my­
fierious ; and in pretending to 
make things, that are impene­
trably myfterious, very • plain. 
If you continue ftill of the fa1ne 
mind, l .fhall have no excufe to 
make to you for what I have 
written, and ihall wnte. Our 

opinions 
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opinions coincide. If you have 
changed your mind, think a­
gain, and examine further. You 
will find that it is the modefi, 
not the prefllmptuous enquirer, 
who makes a real, and · fafe pro­
grefs in the difcovery of divine 
truths. One. · follows nature, 
and nature, s God, that is, he 
follows God in his works, and 
in his ·word; nor prefumes to 
go further, by metaphyfical and 
theological commentaries of his 
own invention, than the two 
texts, if I may ufe this expref..;: 
fion, carry him very evident­
ly. ;I'hey who have done o­
therwife, and have affetl:ed to 
difcover, by a fuppofed fcience 
derived from tradition, or taught 
in the fchools, more, than they 

who 
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who have not fuch fcience can 
difcover, concerning the nature, · 

. phyfical and moral, of the Su­
preme Being, and concerning the 
fecrets of his providence, . ha\,'e 
been either enthufiafl:s, or kn~ves, 
or elfe of that numerous tribe 
who reafon well very often; but 
reafon always on fo1ne arbitrary 
fuppofi.tion. 

MucH of this charaCter belong­
ed to the heathen divines ; and 
it is, in all it's parts, peculiarly 
that of the antient fathers, and 
modern doCtors of the chrifl:ian 

' 
church. The former had rea-
fon, but no revelation, to guide 
them ; and tho reafon be always 
one, we cannot wonder that dif­
ferent prejudices, ~nd different 

tempers 
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tempers ·of imagination warp­
ed it in them, on fuch fub­
jetts as thefe, and produced all . 
tHe extravagancies of their the­
ology. Tile latter had not the 
excufe of·human frailty to make 
in mitigation of their prefuinp­
tion. O.q the contrary, the con­
fideration of this frailty, infepa­
rable from their nature, aggra­
vated their prefumption. They 
had a much furer criterion, ·than 
human reafon ; they had · di­
vine reafon, and the word of 
God to guide them, and to li­
mit their enquiries. How came 
they to go beyond this crite­
rion ? Many of the fir.ft preach­
ers were led into it becaufe they 
preached or writ before there 
\vas any fuch criterion eflabliili.-

3 ed, 
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ed, in the acceptance of _which 
they all ·agreed ; becaufe , .th~Yi: 
preached· or writ, in th~ n1~an 
time, on the faith 9f- trq.dition,_. 
and . on a confidence that .. they 
were perfons extraordinarily gift;.., 
ed. Other reafons . fuccaeded. . . 

thefe. S~ill in langu~ges, not 
the gift of roQ.gues, fome know-: 
ledge of the jewifh cabala, al)d_ 
fame of heathen : phi!ofophy, . of 
PLATo's. efpecially, 1p~de the1ll 
pr"efume .. t<J, comment, ·anP, un~ 
der that ~ :Pretrence to enlarge th~­
fyfiem of chrifii-anity, wi~h as 
much licenfe, as they could have 
taken if the word of: man,. in­
fiead . <?f, the word of Gpd, had 
be~n :·ce>ncer.ned, .an4 _they. had 
~om~inted the ci vii, ' not the 
divine law. They did this fo 

copioufly, 
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copioufly, that, to give one 
inftance of it, the expo:lition 
of St. MATTHEw's gofpel took 
up ninety homelies, and that 
of St. JoHN's eighty feven, in 
the works of CHR vsosToM : 
which puts me in mind of a 
puritanical parfon *, who, if I 
miftake not, for I have never 
looked into the folio ftnce I was 
a boy and condemned fometimes 
to read in it, made one hun ... 
dred and nineteen fermons on 
the hundred and nineteenth 
pfalm. 

Now all thefe men, both 
heathens and chrifiians, appear­
ed gigantic forms through the 
falfe medium of imagination, and 

* Dr. MANTON. 

habitual 
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habitual prejudice ; but were, 
in truth, as arrant dwarfs in the 
knowledge to which they pre­
tended, as you and I and all 
the fons of ADAM. The for­
mer, however, deferved fome ex­
cufe ; the latter none. The 
former made a very ill ufe of 
their reafon, no doubt, when 
they prefume to dogmatife a­
bout the divine nature ; but 
they deceived no body. What 
they taught, they taught on their 
own authority, \vhich every o­
ther man was at liberty to re­
ceive, or rejett, as he approv­
ed or difapproved the doCtrine. 
Chrifiians, on the other hand, 
made a very ill ufe of revela­
tion and reafon both. Inftead 
of employing the fuperior princi-

ple 



5:18 A L E T T E R 

ple to direct and confine the in­
ferior, they employed it to fanc­
tify all, that wild imagination, 
the paffions, ~nd the interefts 
~>f the ecclefiaftical order fug­
gefted. This abufe of reve­
lation was fo fcandalous, that 
whilft they were. building up 
a fyftem of religion, under the 
name of chrifl:ianity, every one; 
who fought to fignalife hinl­
felf in the enterprife, and they 
were multitudes, dragged the 
fcriptures to his opinion by dif­
ferent interpretations, paraphra­
fes, comments. ARI~s and NEs­
TORius, both pretended that 
they had it on their fides: A­
THANAsrus and CYRIL on theirs. 
They rendered the word of 
God fo dubious, that it ceafed 

to 
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tp be a crireripn ; and they had 
recourfe ~. to -another, to coun­
cils and the d€crees of _ couri-

, -· f .. ~ 

cils. He. m~fi. be very ignorant 
in ecclefiflniGl}.l ~tiquity, ~ . who 
·d9es not kp()w.:hY what intrigues 
of .the -contending factions,_ for 
fuch they we~e, .<}nd of the worft 
kind, thef¢ 'decrees were obtairi­
~d : . and. y~t~ . an opinion pre­
v~iling· that·:~the :Holy ~Ghoft, 
~he fame- -divine fpirit. who die­
~~ the~.J~riptures, -prefided in 
~hefe affemblie.s and did:ated· their 

; j {" .J t ..... 

d~cre~s ~ ·;"J t4~i~. deq-ees · .-paffed 
far infallible ;decifions ; ~:nd fanc­
!ifi.ed; l~t't~- by little, ~.much of 
~he fupe.rfi~ti9n, the nonfenfe, 
a11:d even _ t~e blafphemy, which 
the fathers taught, and all the u­
furpations of the church. This 

L 1 opuuon 
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opinion; prevailed,, and ~nfluert ... 
ced the·minds ~f men~ fci-power ... 
fully,. and fo long, ··that ERAs~ 
Mus, ··who'owns,~·.iiffo~ ~of his 
letters, that the writings of OE; ... 

COLAMPADipS againfl: tranfub ... 
ftantiation feem.ed fufficient to fe ... 
duce · even the eleCl:, ·· " ut feduc~ 
H poife videantur etia:m eledi;'' 
declares .in another, that nothing 
hindered • him from · embracing 
the doCtrine of 0ECOLAMPADIUS; 

but the .. confent of the· churcl} 
to the other doB:rme· ; " · nHi 
" obftaree:, confenfus eccleliae~ n 

Thus.· artificial theology tQ~e on 
the demolitions, not on the foun­
dations, ·of chriftianity ; was in~ 
corporated into it, arid became 
a prinCipal part of ·it. How 
much it becomes a good chri-

!lian 
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flian to difl:inguifh themt in his 
pri.vate thoughts at leafl:, and 
how unfit even the greateft, thf! 
moft moderate, and the leaft am ... 
bitious of the ecclefi.afiical order 
are to affifl: us in making this 
difl:inttion, I have endeavoured 
to fhew you by reafon, and by 
example. 

I T remains then, that we ap-­
ply ourfelves to the ftudy of the 
firfl: philofophy without any o­
ther guides, than the works, and 
the word of God. In 'natural 
religion the clergy are unnecef­
fary, in revealed they are dan-

. gerous guides~ 

FINIS. 




