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·p P~ 0 -.C E ED IN G S 

0 F T II E 

C 0 N V EN T I 0 N " of . D E L E G A T E S. 

' 

... A.. rr: a conventio~1 ~f ~l~I_e~ates fi·01n the co_nn~~cs and. corporations 
U1 the colony of V~1gmza, at the town of Rulmtond, 1U the county 

of Hmrico, on Monday the I 7th of July, I775· . . 

P R E . s E' N T, 
The }Ion. Peyton Randolph, ef<.Juire, for the city of Tl7illiamsburg.· 
John v"Valkcr, and Charlc_s Lewis,. cf<.Juil:es, fc.lr -(llbemarle. ' 
lohn ,..rabb, and .J oh.n vVmn, efq.mrcs~ for Am~lt~. 
~VVilfimn Cabell, Jtmtor, and Jo!cph C_abcll, dqmrcs, for Amherfl. 
Samuel .r-lf:Dow:ll, and Thomas Lc~Is, John Harvie, aud George 

...., ootc.S cfqutrcs~ for Augujla. . . 
1 

.tl. Joln; Talbot, and Charles Lynch, cf<.1uires, for Bedford. 
\ ~hn no·vvyer, cfquire, for Botetourt. 
F'rederick Maclin, and H~nry Tazewell, efquires, for Bnmf~uick. 
John Nicholas, and Robert Bolling, efquires, fi>1· Buckingbmtt• 
~P obert Rutbcr.fi)rd., and Adam Stephen~ efquire~, foi· Berlcclcy • 
... : . 

111
es Taylor, and vVilli:un Woodfi)rd, cf<Iuires, for Caroline. · 

{~uliam. Acrill, and Benjamin HarrHon, jun.· cf<1uircs, for C!Jarlcs G'ity. 
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Paul C<;i"l ingtm1, ~md I.G1nc Read; efi1uhes, ··for Charlotte. . :· 
Archiba 1tl c~~ry, ~~£~22J~i~~~~~~~ efquires, f(n· CiJejlerficld. :. 
1-h~nry Field, jumor, c:u:fl'ilr~;, wr vu!}eper. :. 

: \ Viiliam Flen-aing, ahd Johil lUayo, e!(Iaites, for Cumberland. T 
John Tianifier, and John Ru!Jin, d(inires, for Diwzviddie. , 
_.JmJ~ltha;: Clarke, ~f~uir~, f()~· Dttllm;re. . · , . . ~ 
Henry I~mg, and. '-'V orhch V{ dhvood,. efi.lUll'CS, for Elzzabetb Czty. r 
1Hedwcther Sniith, dquirc, for Effix. , 
Cbari~s Broadwater, ~md George l'Ha{cm, e!huires, forF ai1faN. · 1 

Thomas Iviarfhall, and' James Scott, efquires, for Ji(mquier. 
IGtac Z.ane, ef~Jnii'c, 'and Charles M. Thri1fl:on, cle.rk, for Frtderick. 
~Viliiam. ChriHian, and Stephen Trigg, , efquires, for FincaJl!e. 
L~wis Burwell, efcp1ire, for Gloua:jfer. . . 
JolmVVood(on, and Thomas Mann Randolph, eftruires, for Goochland • 
. lHi(.<.~jah V/atkins, e£irnire, for Halif..'1X• .. . . 

. James Ivlercer, ef(:ln.ire, for Hamj:fhi/e. . 
John Syme, and Gar!and Anderfi:m, cfquires, for Hanovei·. 
Richard Adctms, and Richard Randolph, c£quires, for Henrico. · -
Robert C. Ni~holas, and "VVillian.J Norvell, ef(Juires, for .7amts City. , 
John S. vYills, and Jofi~th Parker, efquires, for fjle of fFigbt. 
Jofeph, Jones, and \Villian1 Fitzhugh; efquires, f?r King George. 
~eorgc Brooke, <md George Lyne, efquire.s, .f(Jr J(i!zg. & ~c~n. 
Carter Braxton, and "Vi11iam Aylett, c.fclmres, ftw R.mg lf7'.zllzam. _, 
James Selden, ancl Charles Carter, efqnires, for Lar?cajler. . 
}'rancis Peyton, and JoGah Claphain, ekJnires, for Loudoun. 
Thomas Johnfon, an~l ThOinas'Walk.er, efquires, for Louifa. 
David Garland,. ai1d Th~mas Tabb, efquires, for Lunenburg. 
James IV!ontaguc, cf(}uir~ f(H· Nliddlefe,"C. . --
Robert Burton, . an~l Ben;ett Goode, efquit~es, for Mecklmburg. 
Andrew 1\'Ie.~dc, and James IVIurdeangh, e~p.1ires, fin·. Nanfel!wnd. i· 

JJurvvell Baflett, and Bartholome'\V Dandndge, cfc1mres,_ for Nn11 
](e;zr. . . 

Thomas Ne'\'vt~n, and Ja111es Holt, efquires,; f01· ·Norfolk connty . . 
P e: ter Pre.lley Thornton, and Rodhan1 Keuner, efquires, for N'or"" · 

tlumberlmzd. ·· · 
Thomc.ls Barbour; cfi.1uire~ for Orange, , , · 

····-.... ..... . 
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Robert Lawfon and \Villian1 Tiihb, cfquir~s, for Pi'Z';zce Ed7 uar.d. 
Richard Ehu'ld;' and Peter Poythrefs, dqtlir~s, for P1 ·iilce q-eorgc. 
Vlilliam Robinfon, eiquirc, for P.1·incejj· /ln11c . · . . r · • 

Henry ,I .... e·c, ·and Thomas Blackburn, cfi1uires, for Pnnce ll zllz am . 
Rol:tert Vvormeley Carter, cfquire, for R..icbmond. 
Edwin Gray, cfi.1uin:!, f~r Sout!Jampto;z. · . .. . 
GeorgeS~ubblefield, and n1Imm Pag~ , inn. cfi1uires, for Spo~fylvamtr . 
Charles Carter,. and ~I'homas ;Ludwc:IL Lee, efquircs, f?r Stafford. 
A1Je:1 Cocke, and Nicho1as.l~aulcon, efquircs, for Surry. 
l~~v~d lVIafon~ aud Henry Gee, d quires, for Suffix . . , 
·vv 1lham Langhorne, ef1uire , for lf/ m··wick. · 
Jl...ichard Lee, and John A. vv.,~fh~ngton; efi.p1ire~, . for J17cflmore~aw!~. 
Dudley Digges, and Thomas Nc:Hon, dquircs, for Tork. 
Cknnpion Travis, efquire, for Jam~Jlo7.u1Z. . 
Jofeph Hutchings, e~1nire, for -J.lo,j'ofk borough. , 
The Hon. Peytou R {mdvlpb, efqui1:e, was unanimoufly cleL'tcd prefi­

~le~t of this Convention and mr . . 1o1m Ta.uwe/1 clerk. 
_ ..,_ Re{o/ved, that this C~mvention will obfe~·ve, in i::heir debates · and 
proceedings, the fame rules and orders as are efi:ablifhed in .the Houfc 
of Bnrgcffes of-this colony. 
· Re(otv:d, that the rev. Mile! Scldm be appoi~tcd ·chaplain to this 
Co~vent10n, and that "he be defired .to read prayers every morning at 
8 o clock; and a~(o to preach a ferrrl.on on Tlmrfday next, being the 
day recomtnended by the General Congrcfs ~o be kept as a folen1Iifafr. 

· · · Aclionrncd till to-morrow, · 9 ,o'clock. · 

T u E s D A ·Y, JULY I8, 1775· 
On a motion ri1ade, · - . ·· 

Rcfolved, T~.A.T this Co~ve:t:tion. r~~ill. i~n:ediately .refi}lvc· i~fe~f 
. . mto a conuntttec to tc~,,c mto confideratiOn the fl:atc 

o~ the colony. The Convention . accm:di.ngly refi>lvcd it!elf in,to the 
f.·ud corn1nittee; and after fon:1c time [pent thet·ein, . mr. Prefidei1t . . re­
fi.lm~d the chair, and mr. Bland reported, that the comrnhtee· ha(~ · 
~ad under their confideration the fhtte of the colouy", but not liitViJ~g 
tune to go through the {~uue, had directed him .. to 1nove for leave L~ 
fit again. · 

B 

..... ........ 
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that this Convention \vi11 to-!norro·w ref<llvc itfelf into~ : 
to take . under their f~trth.cr confideration the Hate of the ; 

colony. . , 
A petition of lf7illimn Preflon, · gentleman, furveyor of Fim:djilt . 

co~mty, fetting fortl~, that early in the month of .A]'wil l.l{l:: he had re· : 
c~tved infiruthons fi:01n lord Dunmore to fttrvey Jauch in the nninh:l' 
~Hted parts of this colony, agreeable to a proclamation his Iordfhip had ( · 
Jnft then i!1hed, - and which vv-as under the confideration of the }<tt~ ' 
Convention; but as there was then no /final determination rcfpeelinf 
it, he apprehended the fame was tacitly·allowed, to prevent diftnlte.s 
aniong the firfl: fettlers of fuch lands. · '"rhat he gave direCtions to 11.1S; 
affi{bms to iurvey a fi11a\l difi:riet ofland each, until it could be kno~v1l . 
what report the committee appointed by the late Convention won1tL 
make. That he hath given the ftrongeft afiiu·ances no {iu·vey fhonld 
he returned, ur}der the fitid infrrucl:ions, without the approbation of! 
the Houfe of Bnr_gdles or this Convention; yet that inany perfol15: 

d·~ ' l. \1 were liplea{ed ''vith his conduc't not knowino- the motives on w :nc : 
he acted. And r)rayinrr that thi~ Convention ... ~ill take the fameun<-\e!,,i 1 . n_ • t.:l' r. . . l • . tt' 
t lClr Inon: fenous confideration; as nothing is farther lfOll1. 11S mten ·\ 
ons than to carry i11to exGcution any .minifl:erial inftructions contrarf. 

· to the chartered rights or real.intei·e~l of .his country, let the confe', 
que_!lce be what it will to his Hunily or private etnolnment. 

Alfo a petition from the comn1ittee of Fincajllc county, complaining 
that. furveys had been made in confequence · of lord Dunmore's procl~< 
matw'? an~ infi:ruClions, contrary to the ancient uGt.ge of ~taking uP: 
land~ ~n thu; colony, which were likely to be tbe occafion of n1n~lt 
cm~fu~~on. ~~d litigati?n; and· pra):ing the ·~ldviCeofthi~ Conventl<>~.l~\ 
the P.Ictm{cs, were f<;veral1y prdente~l to the Co~ve.nuon, and r-..ad i 

Oidered, that the f<nd petitions be referred to tnr. NzcholaJ, mr. Bland,; 
nw. Cary, mr. Mer,er, mr. Le,wis, 1nr. Jones,_ tnr. Carri11gton, mtt 
Roo.tes, and mr. Thomas ~Valker; and that .they inquire into the alle' 
gat10ns thereof •. and report the f<lme, with their opinion thereupo111 
to the Convention. 

Adjourned till to-ni.orro·w, . 9 o'clock. 

·· ·· --..... __ 
· . / 

.... ,! . ·.r ~ ~:_, 0 > ~-~- ;_~. , l:_ __ ~-" .... _ ,-."':-- ~.....-' 
_{ ,, .: .·- . ~- . ~ .. , -· ·, 
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-vv E n N E s n A Y, J u L y r 9, r 77 s. 
p ,r; 1, ,,1 ,.f.HA T the rev. · Charlc.r lvJinn Thrujio;z be dcfired to read 
\.~.1 o. vc.' J prayers to this ~onven~ion, and to ~rea:h t?-InotTo-vv' 

in the room. (H:· the rev. tvlilr:s S elden, who is at preient mthfi)ofed. 
The order of the clay being t·ead, the Convention rdolved itfelf into 

a connnittee to · take into their farther coniideration the frate of the 
colony; and after iome ,time fi)ent therein, 1nr. Prefident refinned the 
chair, and mr. Bland reported, . that the cmnn1ittee had had the fame · 
under their confi(Jeration, and had come to a refolntion thereon, ·which 
he read in his place, and then delivered it in at the clerk's table, 

. where the f<nne was again twice 'read, and agreed to, ns follows: 
· R~f'o!v.:d, that it 1s the opinion of this comn1.ittec, that a fidlident 
armed force be immediately raifed and embodied, under proper ofli-
cers, for tl~e defence and protec'Hon of this colony: · -

Ordered, that tnr. Bland, mr. Robe1't Carter Ntrho!as, 1nr. Mercer, 
mr. Jonr;s; nw. G'eo1:ge JI,;Jafott, mr. Roote.r, mr. Stephm, n1r. Zane, 
lnr. Banifler; tnr. Blackbut'tt, mr. Thrujlon, tnr. Thomas Lu:huell Le~., 
"nw. Braxton, mr. Nelf'n, tnr. JF.oodf'ord? rnr. Hem·y Lee, and 1n:r. 
Cbri(tic~J·t, do prepare a:nd bring in an ordinance purfitant to the !aid 
rcfolut10n. . · · ' -

· _Rr:folved, that this . Convention will again r~fol~e itfelf into a com ... 
mlttce, •. on Friday next, t() tal,e into · their f~trther confideration the 
fiatc of the colony. ~ .; · 

Ad; · ·tned till Friday, 9 o'clocl~. 
wiOilif:;;;;'i!W: :s• 

. F R 1 D . A y, J u L y 2 I' I 77 5. \ . 

TH,E prefident lai~ before t~~ Con~entioJ1 ~_letter fi-otn ·James .T/7o.od, 
· . efq; ou the fu~Jecr of Jndum affm_rs; '\Vhtch ''Vas .read, and ordered _ 
to l~e on the table, for the perufitl o{ the members. · - . · 

.1: he proceedings at a treaty lately concluded with the Indians at 
Pttt.rburg, together with feveral rcfo\utions of the committee fin· the . 
county of Augufla, were laid befor~ the Convention, and read. . 

Ord~red, that the h'l.id proccedings 'and refolut~ons be referred to. the· 
committee appomted to p,repare and bring in ari ordinance ~or ratfin~ · 
and etnbodymg a filtficicnt force for the defence and prote{.'hon of tlu~~ 
colony. · 

:<' 

......... \ · ~ ."\ . 

~ . . -- -~ ..... ;;_;-.. .:- ·· 
J 
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A pc~i~ion of fimdry pcrfons>. fi·cehc~i<lers of the county of Bc:r!.:cfey,! 

conlpl.mnm.g of an m~due. elec1wn and return of 1nr. /ida;;; .Steihct'Z toi 
fcrve 111 tlus Conventwn for the connty of Berkeley, and al[o the pro·j 
ceedings of the con1mittee of the .Gtid county relatino· thereto ,vcrc\ 

, • . . . • ~:::> . . ' I 
prefented to the Conventwn, and read. . 1 

.Ordered, . that the fctid .petition and proceedings be referred to ml'•j 
Dzggcs,. mr. Robert C~1'tcr Nocholas, mr. Bland, mr. Cary, n1r. JMeJ, \ 
n fr. Bra:cto.'t,, l~W~ . . F~;zhugb, ,rn:. Carter ofStajjin·d, 1:nr. Cart~1· ofj 
Lancajler, ~nf. Cm 1 mp,ton, 1~1r. Nelfon, mr. Davzd flvic~(oiz, rnr. 13affit!, j 
mr. Dandndge, mr. Holt, n .. r. Henry Lee, mr. R.icbm·d Lee, Jnr. "~1.:ra(,; 
l11r. Fle;ning, mr. Page, and mr. M'P'wwcll; and they .are to exarninel 
the matter thereo£, and report the fan1e, . together with their opinio11i 
thereupon, to the Convent.lOn. . . . . . . i 

Refi;lved, tlutt eleven of the fiud conuntttee be a ftrfficicnt number\! 
to proceed on lmfinefS. . · . 

Re{of.ved, tlJat it be an infrrnction to the .c.olilunittce appointed tO,\ 
~rep~re and br~ng :in an~ ordinance, for. ra.1h?g . and clnbodyinp; · lJ 
{ufiictent fin·ce for the defence and proteC:hon of tlus colony, that t.he1 · 
receive a clanG:~, or claufes, . for the pay and .fi1pport of the forces fo tO 
be raifcd. · 

Ordered, r that mr. A1mjf:J rdl, 1nr. Daudridge, and mr. Ruthe1jord, b~ · 
added to the Gtid committee. · .· 
. Adjourned till to-tnorro,v, 9 o'clock.> · 

·"""i" S A T U R D A ' Y, . Ju r. Y . 22, . I775· 

RI~~IARD BLAND, cf(J; a men.1ber of this .~onvcntioi?, and o11e 
of tl:e ;deputies appointed to reprefent t_h1s colony m -General 

Congrefs, mformed the Convention, that certam. f.:1.lfe and fcanc:lalon$ 
reports, highly _rcflec'Hng on him in his publick character, · had bee!l 
propagated; to wit.' t}mt he had 1nade applicati.on to the earl of Dart~ 

· ?Jzoutb or fomc of the nl.iniHry · .for an appomtment to co1lect thC 
' ' ' ' . t taxes impofed on America by padi<1men~; and that, as an inducemen ( 

to thcn1 to grant the h1.me, had promtfed to promote the defigns o 
the miniftry againft this country; and alfh, that his cpnclutt in Gen_er~l 
ConoTcfs had been fitch that he was obliged fi1ddcnly to decamp frotll 
the ~ity of Pbiladelpbia. 
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Th~~t he hadferved as a in ember ofthe:GeneralAffembly fi)r upwards · 
of 3o_years, and h~ped the part he h~1~.l always p~1blicld.y _tal,::en 'vou1~ 
have {ecnred him, in his age; froni an imputation ~o n:Jun?us to h1s 
charac-ter. That he earnefi:ly requeH:ed a fi11l and pnbbck mqutry fhould 
be 1nade into the t1·uth of the !~tid reports, and that the rev. / Samuel 
Sbeild the _rev. John Hurt, . and Sam.uel O-verton and Joflj;h Smitb 
who, ... he undcrfi:ood, had propagated the · f.'lid reports, fhou1d be 
hlllUitoncd to attend the fi1.id inquiry ; and that every other perfon 
who had heard ~ny_thing of the f~tidreports would alfo attend, that 
the fullefl: exmnmat1on might be made into the tnith there()f. · 

. Rcfalved, that this Convention vvill, on Friday next, cxatnine intQ 
the truth of the reports tnentioned in the f.'lid information. . 

Ordered, that mr. Thonzas Claiborne be appointed 1neffenger to this 
Convention, and 'that he fummoi1 the rev. Sa;izuel Sheild, and the rev. 
~olm _ Hurt, and Samuel Overton and Jojeph Smith, to attend this Conven-
tion on Friday next. ' · , , 

Ordet·ed, that nw. Travis be added to the cmnn1ittee appointed to 
l~repare and bring \nan ordinance for raifing and ~Inbodying a fufficient 
force for the defence of this colony. 

1

_ ' 

. A~i_ourned till Mond~y, 9 o clock. 

. lH 0 N D A ' y' J u LY 24, I 77 5. . ' THE preficle~t laid b~fore the Convention .a letter jt~H received fi·om., 
the clepu,t1es appomtcd to reprefent th1s colony m General Con­

grefs, enclofing feveral refolutions and proceedings of the General 
Congrefs; which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
, ~n a Inotion tnade, · 

R~f~lved, that no flour, wheat, or other grain, or provifions of · 
any k1nd, be exported fi·om this colony; · to any part of the world, 
fr~~1 and after the fifth day of Augufl n~xt, lu~til the Convention or 
A 111b]y, or the Honourable the Contmental Congrefs, fi1all order 
otherwtfe; that no quantities of the faid articles, more than are 
ne~eff.:·n·J: for the u{e of the inhabitants, · be brought to, colleCt~d.' ·or 
fiot eel, l1l the towns, or other places, upon or near the navtgable 
waters; th<}t the refpeL'live county· con11nittees be dire(.,.'ted to take · 

c 
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care that this refi}lve be effectually carried iuto execution; and that 
. all contr~cl-s made for th~ ~le and delivery of any' .fitch articles for 
exportation, between thts tlme and the tenth day of September .next, 
be confidered as null and· void. · 

Ord~red, that mr. _Tho~zas lf7alker ?e added to the committee appointed 
to p~epare and brmg m an onhmmce for raifing and embodying a 
fufhc1cnt force for the defence and protection of this colony, · 

Adiourned tiU to-morrow. 9 o'clock, 

T u E s D A y' . J l) L y 2 5' I 77 50 
Ordered, THAr mr. Cary, m~·· J!fTiifiam Cab~//, _mr. Ba.ff'ett, mr: 

Harvey, mr. Clm Ice, 1nr. Le'wzs, mr. Peyton, nfr . 
. 1olm Nicholas, and mr. Carrington, be added to the committee appointed 
to prep<~re an~ bring in an ordinance fo_r raifing _and embodying a luf~ 
ftctent force for the defence and protechon of tlus colony~ 

. A tne_morial of the committee for the county of Cheflerfield was pre .. 
fen ted to the Convention, and read; fetting forth, that doubts l!~P 

· arifen whether the volunteers raifed for the defence of this colony were 
under the com~and of the o!Iicers of the 1nilitia, which were likely 
to be produCtive of tnany it~conveniencies, and praying that the C.·urie 
may .be taken into confideration, and that · fitch regulations may be 
1nade therein as will heft ·anfwer thcdefign of the Convention in raifing 
'the fitid volunteers. . · 

Ordered. that the fitid 1netnoria1 be referred to the confideration of 
the comn~ittee appointed to prepare and bring in an ordinance for raif.. 
ing and embodying a fufficient force for the 9-efence and proteCtion of 
this colony. · · . 

The committee to whom' the late treaty with the different trib~s of 
Indians at Pittsburg, together with feveral refolutions of the cmntnittee 
on the JifTefiern Waters of Augufla county, were referred, reported, 
that they had had the f.une under their confic.leration, and come to thf 
following refi>l utions: . 

Re(olvcd, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the commit: 
tee of the county of .Augujia have acted with the greateft propriety anc 
prudence, and that the expenfes of the treaty, and the money:ad· 

, vanced in prefents to the Indians, ought to be reimburfed by the pubhck 
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Rifo!ved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that two compa­
nies of one hundred :men .each, befides officers, ought, \-Vi th all COiwe­
nient fj)eed, to be itationed at Pittslmrg; one other company, of one 
hundred men, at Point Pleajcmt; twen'tv five men at fort Fim:nflle, at 
the n1outh of 117 celing; and that one hundred 1nen ·be ftationed at 
p~op~r_ pofis 111 ,the county of Finuzjtle >' for the protec'lion of the inha­
bt~ants _on the fouth-we.Hern fi·ontiers, . excJufive of the troops to -be 
rmfed for the d {' C' 1 . · · f' 1 - · ~ . . · . e ence o.~,1 t 1e lower }Jarts o t 1e countt y. 

1 he f·ud r { I · b d · d 
' e 

0 nt~ons eing feverally read a fecon time, were agree to by the Conventton. . . 

. ReJo!ved, that the thanks of this Conventioii he prefented to the 
~r,nnmutec. on the lf7ejlen z 1f7atcrs of .Augujla, for th~ir great_prudcnce 
tn .condu~'hng the treaty ·with the Indians, and fecunng the tmp?rtant 
fott at Pztt.,burg. . . . 

Ordered, that P at1·ick Kirk be paid as a pnblick ~xprefs f?r bringing · 
clown the treaty with the India1u and othcrproc.eedn1gsrelatmgthereto, to tl. c· ' . 

··· 
11s onventiou, , . 

· Refolwd t\ · - • · d - d 
1 .· . ., lat eleven of the committee appomte to prepare an 
t)}lll1d,g Ifcn an ordinance for raifing and en1bodying a fitfficient fo_r Ce for 1

e e ence and b fi ffi · b 
c ·d b • protection of this colony e a u ICient num er to pro- .. c~ on ufinefs. .. · . . j 

Ordered that 1 b · · · d' t k ~ · '-., · · ·n ' - • cave e giVen to brmg 111 an or mance o 1na ~e IJ•J o·. ..... v~1011 for defi·aying the expenfes of the militia lately drawn out into 
acduabl .fervicet and for }laying the fame; and that tnr. Zane do prepare an nng . l r... 
'QJ· , . In t lC Jatd ordinance. • . . . 

tl dc1 ed, that leave be given to brmg m an ordmance for regu1atmg le el cr " 
'' c . e . 

10
11 of delegates and committees for the fcveral counties and 

, k ~
1 

Potations in this colony. and that 111r. Cary, 111r. Dig·f!cs, mr. lf7 at-
l:msth' n;,r. La·wfim, mr. R:n;,;, and mr. Bani}ler, do prePare and bring . n e 1a~e. . JJ• . 

Ordered that ., .,. D d .d. • b . d. 1 k } . 
. ' tnr. rtrilliam an n gc, JUn. e appomte · c er to t te\ 

· co~lnutbtee 3.P~ointed to prepare and bring in an ordinance for raifing ' 
anl_ em ody1ng a fufficient force for ' the defence and prote"9:ion of this ~o~. - , . · . 

, Adjourned~ till Thurjday, 9 o'clock, 
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T H U R S D A Y, JuLY 27, I775· . ~lf ~~)~~·~ 

T .H AT this Co11vcntion" '\vill to··IJ.wrrovv _ refc)lve tilt_ \~iqi. 
Refi;f.ved, d · · the '~~t 'J · . j nto a conm.itt<.:e to take un cr coni:deratwn ~ 

fi:ate of the colony. · · .. ! 

Ordered, that the letter rrom the dqmties appointed to reprefent t~11~ 
colony in General C:?ngrefs, :ogether with the papers cnclo[ed thereJJl, 1, 

he referred to the {md conlmlttee. · - i · ~l:t 
The committee to whon1. the petition of fimdry inlulb1ti:m.ts of thC \ 

county of IJerkeley was referred reported, that they had had the {~tl11e lJ~~ 
under their conGdcration, agreed upon a repo1~t, and come to a refo· ~-~c 
lution thercUl)Oll · which was read, and afterwards delivered in at the :'41!1~ 1 

• • d b1f ''I\ clcrl~'s table,. where t~1e filnie was agam tvnce rea · , and :otgreed to ; 'h 
the Conventwn, as follo'\VS: . - , . _· . _ e . ,\ ~,. 

It appears to your committee, that. col. A}am St_,ej;Jmz, w1th th , ~ , 
approbation of {ome of the cOinrnittee of the co:mty ?f Berkeley, · caufed :~~~~~ 
notice to be given, appointed a day for the e1cchon of de1~gates t~ repre' \11\ 
fent the Gticl county in General Convention, and that fuch 110t1ce wll~ \· 

publiihcd about ten days before the day of elec'lion, but was not · ' 
generally· kr~own by the inh~:bitan~s of the fitid countJ:; it appearing ~d Q

1 your commutee, that the mhabttants of two precmc1:s of the (.<tl ~ 
c~unty were almofi: ,,,holly unacquainted therew}th, and thercf<Jl'~ r; 1 

<h~l not attend on· the day of eleCtion. It alfo appears to your c?l~., 01
!1 

I~.lttce, that coL Admn ~tcphcn, ~vho w~s ~ommander in chief ?f tl~f ~l.~~ 
find connty, had, prev10us to lns appomtmg the day of elechon :~ 
delegates, ordered a p·cneral muH:er of the militia on the ftme dllY' 11

1, 

at which a confiderabl~ number of peo1)le attended and '''ere e~er\' ' 1 

' . r. 1 l l , l ~l C1.tct anc \.ept under arms for feveral hours, and were then tnarc 1 ! 
dtrec'lly t 0 the courthoufe, and proceeded inunediately< to vote fo 
delegates to rcprefcnt the ('lid county in General Convent1on. · · 

Refol·ued, that it is the opinion of this committee tlnt the e1cc1:io~J 
o~· dclcg~~~~s f<n: . ~he .county of Berkeley ·was irreg;~l1ar ,' and that :h~ ,o 

fi ee\~(~1cLt::. .of the ('lid county, after due and regular notice betO(o ~~ 
pubhr kly gtvet~, ought to proceed to a new eleCt:ion of delegateS ~ 
rcprefent th~m m Genera] Convention. _ . , . 

A letter h:om Oucono{lota, the great Indian warriour was laid before ' 
the Convention, and read. ' · 

I - . "' 



Orderul, that the Gtid letter, together with the othct· papers t·elative 
to bulian affairs·, be referred to the con11nittce appointed to t ake · into 

coufider~tion, the {btc of the colony, 
-Adjourned till to:.nlon·o·w, 9 o'clock • . 

. · ·· ·~~~~~-
FRIDAY, JuLY 28, 177.5· . 

p. THAT 1nr; David !Yirtj(m, and rnr_. Read~, be _add:d t<~ · · 
Ord.1 ed, the comlnittce a,),Jointed to prepare and bnng ln nn. 

ordinance for raifing and embodyi1~g a fuificient i(>rce for the defence 
aud _protechon ?f 'this colony. . . . . . 
· TL1e Convennon, accord ino· to the order of the clay, went m to an 
e~muinati~n of the reports {~tid to ha~'e be~n l~rop.agatcd. t? the preju­
dJce of R.t,·hard Bland, cfi.r; a mctnber m t\ns Convention, and one 
of the d eputies appointed to n~prefcnt this colony in General CongreE; 
and, after exam.ination of the rev. Samuel Sheild? and the rev. 'J-olm 
Hurt, . and Inariy oth~r witne!fes, and a full inquiry, into the tunc~ do 
find the f;1id ceports to be utterly falfe and groundlefs,. and tendin <)" not 
only to injure the fitid Ric!Jard Bland in his 1)ublick character b~1t to 
prejudice the glorious caufe in which America is now en.i.barked. · 

R efolved. zmanimoufly, that this Convention do r,mficler 1·t t. h ·. 
d t t h . . l II h . . . . . as 1 eu 

1 
uly ~ .ef_a~- tdo lt.le{~rvfor c t. ~Ir te!b.m~ny that the h'1id Richard Blmzcl 

1at 1 m<nn eue um el the frtend of h1s country and ·rc J · 
forth,~m ab]e afferter ofher rlo·hts and liberties.' • . Ulll onn Y ftood 

- b ' 

Ordered, that the prefident be defirecl to tranfinit a · ·f · h . d" f l. C . . l . . . ' copy o t e pro­
cee mgs o t us onventton, re auve to the fatd inc1nii·y· · tot} G · · .. 1 Co1~grefS. · , ' . 1e eneta 

On the motion of mr. Blaw/, . . 
Ordered, that it l..,e an infhud ion to the Committee. f c· . fi d 

that tl 1r. fi · f . . o .orre pon ence 
r. • 1ey a to tran m1t a copy o · the G·ud proceed1n. . t A~· 1. . I · 

CHJ· 1n L d d 11. 1 . .1 ~s o UJZ'1 .Pc • on on , an requen: nm to tnake firiCt: h . · ::) fi .. ·. ·· · .. · -- ' 
and propagators f tl r. .· ·l t ·· E"' l . 1quuy . or the authors Tl ~. o 1e nuc repor s 111 n,g and. . . . .·. 

· le pre:Gdcnt laid before the Conventio 1· . ·' 
of the volunteer 

001
n . . ·17, 7 .11 . b 1~ a ettet from. the officers 

l 1 
pames m "~-' t zams urg · mfor · 1 C · . 

t mt t 1ey had refolvc l .· 1. t 1-· · f.' · nung t 1e onyentwn,· 
. 1 l { ' nnmec ta e Y to ecure 11 th b1' ' . 1n t te 1ands of the ,· . ,... \ ' . a · e pu lCtc 1nomes 

recelVCt-g ..... ncr~, naval officers, and other ·collec·-

... 
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\ 
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t 14 J 
,, tors for his majefty; thnt they had fent out detachment~ .for t1lat 

Imr1'Jo[c; and de11.rm<Y the o1)inion of tbc Convention relative thei:cto, 
b . • ~ · 

ns they ihou\d checrfl.illy ·filhrnlt to their detennination on Lhe fi1b.Jet.: · 
R~jid-ued, · that, this Convention ·vvlU inu n cdiatdy refolve idelf into :1 

committee to take the f<.11d letter into confidcration. ' . ' ' 
'The. Convention accordingly rdo1vcd itielf into a committee; atld . 

~\rtcr Gm1.c time fpen't thereh1, · mr. Prefidcnt refiuncd the chair, ar.d 
mr. Bland reported, that the 'comm.ittee had the letter fi:om. the office!.! 
of the volunteer companies in T17il!i c; msbmg under their co:nfideratio11, 
and ha.c~ C:Jrnc .to a reiolution. thereupon, which he read in hi~ ph~:e{ 
and de!Ivercd m at the clcrk1 s table, where the L'lme was agam tw·tC 
i·ead, and agreed to, as follo w s: · . . 

Rejof.u::d, that it is· the op~nion of this committe~, that the proceed· 
ings of the office1:s of the volnntee1~, •:.ompanies iu Williamsbit rg, , mc11-' 
t1oncd in their letter to the Convention, t}wugh they arofe fron1 the 
~eft motives, cannot be approved, and that they be required to ddi~ 
from c~rrying their refolntions into execution. . " · 
· The order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf irito 11 

comn~ittce on the frate of the co1ony, be1ng read, · ' 
R~Jolved, that this Convention will to ,-morrow· refolvc itfelf into tlJG 

fi\i~l comtnittcc. 
, Adjourned till to-morro1v, 9 o'clock. · 

,.-.· ... _, .. ......... _ 
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. advertifingthe .fcnnc _in ' the publick papers, at the :v;;arehoufes, and at' ·" . 
the corirthoufes ,of their refrJccJiv: .counties, ft~H, f~Jr ready mor:;cy, a~l 
transfer and other tobacco, xvlnch may have Jmd one year m their 
rcfpecrive .w~trchou[cs, and pay the money arifing from fuch fitle, as 
the law d1rccts; . · . .· . 

R,efolved, that th~ chairn1an of the c.omniittces of the fevernl counties 
do, wit'tt~mt dela):, procure all the f:.tltpetre and £i1lphur '\'v-hich may . 
be had,·· and that the fiune be paid for by the publicl<.; and it is 
earn?·~ly rccommcnncd to all · pcrions in this colony to be,afli flinr.; in 
~ro~urm~_'; tho!e 11eceffi1.ry articles, ancl cheerftJlly , to deli~cr to the 'filid · 

. ~~:·~l.an what, they" ri1ay have in their fiunilics, except fo much as 
.. 'J. oe ncc~ffilry for medicinal purpof~s. · ·· · . · 

· . :Adjourned till Monday, . 9 o'clock. 
. .,.~ .. .a-. ... ~.Wit'~P.!!!I!"i.51'~P.IJ'.i~1.13l~·~~" . 

' . Tvl o· N D A Y, JuLY 3I, I775· ' . T liE Ol:dcr of the _ p~y, for the Con,,entior: to r~[olve itfelf into a 
·. · Re ~~Inn.uttee (~~ the ftate .?f the. colony, hcmg n;ad, . . . . . _ . · 

faid -~ 'Ved,. that tms Con;ventwn ·Wlll to-1uorrow rdolve 1tfelf.mto the 01
11Inlttee. _.· . · . . . 

~. Aujourned till to-morrm'\r, 9 o' dock . . 

PE' T u E s D A y A 'UGUST l; 177.·5·· ' 

A •TIT! . · · ' ·. . . . 
. · of N. . ?N and remo1_1firance. fi·01n the merchants~ of the .borou~h 
· bor ' 07folk, a11d ul[o mfhuchons front the committee of the find · 

onogl1 to tl · 1. · · · {' · f' d /hips • d . len· ( clegates in .ConventiOn, ettmg orth the great bar -
fol . an lllconvcniencies to which they fhotild be reduced by the re-

. o: •• ~:tiOn entered into by this Convention for fr_oppino the exiJort_a. tion_ of 
b'~·ln at1d . . ,·fi . . . . o . - ·. 
the G . · P~0" 1 IOns after the fifth day of tlus n1onth, . and praymg that 
read:~me_ ll1Ight . be' rdci:rided,' was prefented to the Convei1tio~1; a11ci 

01·d ' . .. ' . . . 
t-CI·c( l th . · . • 

Etid innr., n· at the C<tid petitio_ n and re1nonfrrance, together with the 
t( llCtlOll d . bl ' I The ·c · s, .oheon theta c. · · .• , . 

onvenf . · ·. · · . · 
it[e}f into a COt 101_1·_ then, acc?rdm? to the ?rder of the day, ref~~VC~ , . 
.-.,nd after fom:n.nttee to take m~o confideratwn the fiate of the colony; 
a:nd mr· n1 tnue. fj_Jcnt theren'l, tur · . Prefidcnt refi11med_ the chair· 

• .o and · . 1 h · · · · · , . repotted, · t 1at. t C COU1nlittee had had the frate of the I 

'·.1 . . . ·. · ; 
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colony 'urider 'th~ir confid~ration, . but .not having titne to go through! 
the bl.~nc, had dirc~te~l hun V~> - rnov.e for lc•:ve ~o fir again. . . .· · I 
. . Rtjulvr:d, · ~hat thts Conv~ntwn ':' ill., on 7 bmJdo y next, ref(>lve itfelfl 
un_ o a conunutee to take. mto their farther confider.ation the Hate ofl' 
the colony. . · · 

· . / Adjo. urncd till ~7_ f~u,.(lay, C) o'clock. ' l 
~~~~r~=~-------------

._ · T II U R S U A t, A v c u s T " • r 77 5. · . :· · 

APE'~I'TIONJimn the· commit~ee oftt~e connty of /Jort!Jampto?t, com·J 
. pLumng of the great hardflllps and inconveniencies to which ' thei 

inh.abitants of r_heir connt_y would. b~ p•n:ticularly expo!ed by the refo( 
luti.on entet:ed .Ipto by. tlus C01::em!on f?r ~topping the exportation ofl 
gram a~1d provtfwr~s after the hfth day_of th~s lll_?nth, . and praying that! 
they n11ght have .hberty to ~xport their gra_m . ttll the tenth of Seprem"l 
~er, agreeable to the 1:efolutwns of the Contmental Congre!S, was pre" 1 

{ented to the ConventiOn, and read. · 'l 
Ordered, that the fclid petition do lie on .the table. , , 
A letter froat the committee of the borou~h of LVo1:(olk, informing\··· 

the C .. onvention of the arrival of troops fi·01n St. :Augujtine, about fixtJ ! 
in number, under the cmnmand of one captain and two lieutenants; II . 

that th.cy had le.arned, fi·om good. ~uthority; anothc~· vefieJ, wicb 
n1ore forces, nugh~ be h?nrly e:xpe~led; that at prefent th<:Y-·were! . 
under no apprehentlons from the ti oops, but found exteedmg bad. 
effects among the flaves fi·orri the neighbourhood of the men of wari ! 
which they had p.;rea~ reafo.n to believe woqld be very 1nuch . . increafedj' 
by the arnval of- thefe troops. · · 

Atfo a letter H·om th~ ofliccrs of the volunteer companies in Willi .. , 
amsburg, requefting that Gnne .certain line for their condnc't mjght be l 
laid down, left, in their ze~tl to [erve their country, they might pre' l 
cipitate their co~mtryinen into -unneccffi1ry ca1amit~es; i~1fiwming the ). 
Convention~ that the govcrnour's cutter had earned oft a nu:mber of\ 
flaves belongi~1g ~to prh at~ gentlcme~1, and tlnt the_:zr ~hought it high!' 
time to eH:abh!h the ·doB:nne of rcpnftl; that one Phtlltps commanded . 
an ignorant difm;derly 1nob, indirect oppofi.t~on to ;hemeafures of thiS j 
country, and they wi{he.d to crn(h fitch a~tempts m embryo, and t~ i 
take every, advantagl! a kmd providence nught Dlake the~llnafters oC I 

J-



[ 17 J 
acl~nO\Vlcdg,ing the execution ()f the menfitres they flad formerly Iaict 
bc.fore the Convention, though .ever fo proper, ought firfr to have re­
c.:Ived the fanction of this Convention; that they flood reproved fpr their 
too precinitatc c.ondnc9: on that occafion, and held themfclves in rca~ 
d~nefs to .lexecute any_ infrrucHons the Convention fh.onld be pleafed to 
glVe,_ at the. expcnie of life and fortune; V\ie~c laid before the Con- · 
ventt~n, and read, . .. t' · . . . 

. R.~fof.u ::d, tha't the ·Itid letters be referred to .the com1nittee aupointcd 
to hl· · · · J. · i "'e lllto conuderat ion the :Hate of the colon)'. ' 
• (( ~1 ~ Conventioil then, ac·cording to the order of the day, ref}1vcd 
~~ e~ lllto the faid committee; and after fome time fj_)ent ther_ein, 11)1" • 

. r_endent rdiuned the du~ir,' and mr. BlaJZd rep~rted, that the c&n~ 
~}lttee had, according to <n:?cr, _had under their conGdet:ation the H:.a.t_e 

d
. the colony, but not havm2: tun e to go through the Lune, had di-:-
Irecl 1 I · -.) · · ~( um to move for leave to fit agam. · · . 

. Rejolved, that this Qpnvei)tion will to-morrow refolv'e itfclf into a · 
~Ol11mittce to take into ;their farther confideration the !h\te oftlie .colony. 

' · Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o'Clock. ·· · 
' . ~"' · . i . • 

· . F R · I D · A· Y, . Au. G u s T . 4, r 77 5. · . . [ 
'Ordered, THAT' the pe~ition_ ·.and re1~onfi:rance from the b.or~ugl~. 

th G . . of Norfolk, the mflruchons fi·om_ the comn1tttee ol­
o/ Nud . borough, and the petitim1 fi·om tl:e comm1~tee of the coimty 

orthatnpton be referred to · the committee al)POlllted to take into 
confid . · ' · · · · 

T~ eratiOn tH.e fl:ate , of the col.ony. - ·. · ~ · . • ·· . 
itfel/~ Conven~tp~ then, accordmg to the ordet of the :day~ refoTyecl 
~ lllto a committee on · the frate of the colony; and after fon1e t ime 
'Pent tl · · . . . · · 
that , leretn, tnr." Prefident refutned the chmr, and mr. Blandrepo'rtcd, 
ratio tn~ ~0lllmittee had, according to order, had under their conlidc·­
ther 

11 
the fiate ,of the colony, , and had come to {everal refoludons 

·tt theetlplonk, · which he read in his place, and afterwards deliv.ered ir1 
c c er 's · . . · · · 
to, as follow~~ble, ·where the fame were agam twice read, and ~~~~c_d 

R. ·'{olved l · · · · · · '· ·. , 

. :··· 

0 { M ,.1. 1k• t lat the infin1(..'tions fi·om the committee of the borough 
. 

01
J 

0 
• , and the petition 'from the con11nittee of the county of . . \ E . . , 
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t? r(£pe<...<t the crqps of the Jafl: year; tlylt the tnembers of the Conven- . 
tton, as well for themfelvesas mofr of their confiitu,cnts, offered the 
~r~:l~~~l fc:crifice to the publick good _in adopt_i~~: t!1C, l:ef{)Jution conr 
1 LmJ.:.-. .1 of, as rnany ofthetn havc large crops or whe<:.t now. on har;ct, 
c:t~a~ly liable to perifh with _filCh grdn as may be in th~ han~ls of tb~ 
P~tltio~ers and rcmonflrants. ·vviiHng, however, . as {ar as 1s cor:_fif-
tent ··v1tl1. th · n. ,.. 1 · · e1· co'()"11'""'1c C ; C 11ltercrt Ol' hJ.C COUntry, to l'Cll10VC CV J . · l < n<h 

. 0~·
1:~1~·"-hlt, this comn1.ittee doth i·d()l ve, that any of the inhabitants 

<J~l· •ll~~~olony who may have pnrchafccL . and have novv on hand, ~:ny 
. tj1;Ul~:~~~s .. of lndimz cor:1 of the laH: crbl), for the -exp?rt_;:~tion of :v_J,ncl~ 

re[/ :-d .. t'-h.lally prov;dcd, or chartered vcffels previOh:,to the fm ... ncl . 

1). olutlOn of this ColT\ e:nt~on, upon th6r ]1laking thefc c,..:ts ~lppear by 
1 opcr }J r . . -, r . . . 

h 't . roors, that they be ai1owed. to export tne tame, at any tunc 
e Ween t' : l . ' , . ' . 'd . d , . give . n1s <. ay and the tenth Gay of Seprcm~;cr next, prov1~ e . ti1cy 

fi·o a }n·~per and iatisfitClory affi1rance to the conunittee of c2.ch county, 
Ill Wh1ch r. 1 · · · , ·11 direi)1· .we 1 conunodity is to be exported, that tney Wl not, 

...:t y or 1 d. nl . . .. I • d . 1 f' l llntthern . 11 . trect y, · {uffer the f<une to be carne to ert 1er o ·. t 1e 
. R colon·e~ -

efolv.,d . . . • • . . . . . . 
the cou~/., .tha~ the comn"littec of each county in this colony, cxc~pt 
one capta;~~s of E(ccomack and Northampton, do itumediately appoint 
the ofiicc1~ ', ~nc he:ltcnant, and cnfign, within their county; and that 
• S }.Jl ()n('•">•] . d' ~ 1 t•ft ('' • 
111 each · · · '- -=u I111me IatCJy to en 1 · a. con1pany ox .fifty. rc~.rnlars 
.1 cotlnty t· b · · · · ' 1·n. 1 · · "''. uezvonc- . fl ' o e marc11ed as f<wn HS en 11tcr to inch place o.f ren-

R.ejol~ als i nH be hereafter appointed by this Convention. · · 
b . . . ve(, tha~ fi l · cl 1, ,. o· f' . e raiG'd c _ · <:.. · IV. c 1un rcn d1ecove men, part ·o · the rep-r1brs to 

e 10'' e d f'' b f' ,;:, the tow " ~ ne . e ·ence .of the colony, c ent for the protcdion of 
l(e.fol~ 11 ~1 o. No!:foll~ and Prm:j1nour!J, and the ncio·hbourhood thereof. ,Je, t11, t 1 • . . • . o 

cornn1itt ' ' '1 . tms Convention vnll to-morrow r.efi)Ive itfelf into a 
ee to t·tl· .. • . , • r. 1 · h . 

· _ , < ..... e H:to tncn· fi1rther con'!( cratwn t e frate of the colony. 
, · AdJourned till to-Jnorrow, 9 o'clock. . 
s A ' 'r~.,.,,..I""'<~;UW:""' - . ' 

011 a 1110f , lJ R D · A .Y, Aur,usy 5, 'I775• · 
. . lo,1 lllade . . .·· . 

Refulved. TH<'~T a;1y pcrfon. ''~-:ho fhall ~1ercafrer accept an.y ?tlic~· 
_!hall he dir . 1. 0

l p1·ofit or p~cnntat'y ~ppomtment under the crown ' 
!f} n.t 1 fi ,, I f' · r. • · • 1 • 1 grefs ·c .1 ~c rorn uttm!I 111 tllls Conveut1·0 .. , tl1e General Con-

' 0l1HC! f S '-' ~·' 0 :tfety, cr County ·Comn1ittce. · · 
' . 
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1~ r; , . ' f ' • sr. . n ·ts nl1 ~~, 
~ e1 o.ve:1 , that no p erG; n vvho fh a11 accep t o_ a com mn.:.IO • '· 

1
• 01; 11

1 ~'~ . . d ' . ' '. . . . ·- l (-' r·n !e( ' ~ o ~nccr, to conunan - any of tr'c rr-·o-utar t on :cs IHhV ~.-o ) __ _ ,.. b . - ~· !q; 
, 1 . ' , . . . ,. ~ . b . .. c l . . 1 -~ . . e <. ·· '.1 
w 'i1Cn rnay hereafter be ra:ded, for the defence 01 t us c? (;tlJ', "' .,or:tl '.-: : 

1 1 c ,. · · f' 1 C · - "· ')11 (rcJ_ .... J' -..\1 
p a o c m: ntt1ng or votmg as a nlcinbcr o - t 'l.C · 011vcrhh : · , f1i li ', 
C.rn:grds, o~· Connnittce of fiafcty, durlr:g his co:ntinum:Jcc m the ' :::,.~ 

) 
~ , ... . , '"') . • ' ... '!;_ 

. < .uc:;:.. . . 
1 

.. 
0 1~rC' \' 

Ordered, th at it be an infhnction to the co: !1.mittcc appoin.~ ec 
1
'- .- _,· res . \~ 

1 l • • - 1' r·, .. <- ( f ,., L (l ,t I ' 
p~re anc >!.·mg m an oramancc , for regn b ting the cker.wn °: •" t;:o· tlJ& · 
'l l 1 1 . . ('' J ~ ., ;•lil' lllt • nc _ comn11ttccs, t 1at t 1ey recc1v c a cl~•u~c, or c auies, _ pr~ --' · 

- , foregoing refolutions. · · - , .. . · ! 
' On a tnotion mad e, . · , -· e-..:t• 

01·dered, that there be a call of the Con:vcntion on Tfl'a/;zcf'-layi ~\iott \ 
, I~cjbf.vcd, that this Convention '\vill imrncdiatc1y proceed, by ~ J:~if2Ll l',:· 
to tt> e -· c fi' 1 1 1- f' ,. to be 1' \ . · · appomt1nent Oi o ncers to connnanc tt1e rcgu ar ·orcc._, r 
for the defence and protcCl:ion of this colony. . ·1 r )re' ·'t: 

Ordc,·ed, that tl)c n1cm bers of this Conven tion do immcd!'\te j •. !.ro~. ':}! 
pare tickets to he put in to the ballot box, -vv ith the nan1.e of ttlC p~ \11f· -; 

to CO'l'll) 'ti" d tl f' fl. . l . I b . l' 1y done, . , 
Rob» ~· ·' : 1e. Ir r regm1ent; ·vv 11c 1 ~mp accor~ mg . [ a1))JIJr1, 
. "

1 t Cm tel' Nnboltu, rnr. Charles Carter of L allf:ajler, ll11 ' b~llol 
and mr Da d . l . . d . --.=nc tlle 1' 
l · n 1'1: 2;c, 'vcre 'l]J}Jomtc a conn1nttcc to exan- 1 

. - f:·tl'' 
Jox I ' · 1 • nty · Tl .' anc ;report to the Convention upon whon'l. h1e 1~~~~1°. 1 d~'tl , 
·l :e c~nurnttce then withdrew, and, after[ometmw. tcpmtc~, ttl:l ~~~ 
t ley had~ according· to 'lrder exatni:ned the ballotr box, <lnd t la k 
nninbep·-. ·· -- '- ' . 11 

., ·lP_p,eared as io11o"vs: f~ 
1' or }iub()h Mer.rer · c'C1· 4I 1\ 

1)' v ' ll_ , 4 0 ~ , ... 
· atrid . Hen•:y el(_~ • . · ~~ . T! I ' t . ' . s . ' 

· , >om as N, .. f r:0 .1 c·£;1. _ ' - \ 
· 7 · C..f <.. r., , ..._...._ , ' 

,J7i!lim·t JY , ,. _ 1 rq· - I pr ~ 
lF?c~'~le;_I~luefl:iont·being ~hen ol~:{;rc~vl~;d;.cr the Glid Hugh Jvfer;clt1· ootl~ rht ~ 

- '' 1. Ltzry eLqt ·. · ' n ,. br-rs rc . ·, · 
ballot , fll<l'l.t1l· ' lllcs, npon whom the greatelc 11l1~11.. ~ .t the J.JJ:ll ~~~ 

' · - c oe a}J • · · 1 1 · r. • d · ,o·tnV'D · rity alJIJem·e 1· -(:' P0 lnted to comman( t JC t~U 1 eo - ' tr1 Cin,tvourof'I) . . f· . · .. , . e I 
R~folvcd tl ,, . 'f'_. . , . atnclc Hen_ ry, c qtdl e. b IJ011lt 

. ' JoTt Ole tl . k Jl CUI' e ap colonel oftll.C' r. 'lr' Iat the fitid PatltC 1eJZry, ' 
lal( il l'(}__ • . . ' '['l . ll reg1m , · . ~~ 

. lc Convention thr cnt. • . , . to th.c 
pollltiUcnt of . 'l .. n proceeded m the C·nnc mam.et' 1 lt ~p 

. a. co ouel to command the .{econd reg1nlcl.l t; ~\nc 

~ - . "' '; • ,- ;.. .. -~ .- ·.:.. 

I;, 

/ - _ -.~~ .... ~. _ ....... .... ./ ~-"" .. 
,···' " 
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pcaring, from the report of the c?tr:mi~tec apr~ointed ~b e;xa~ine the. 
ballot box, that there was a ~mljonty 111 the Convcnt1on 111 favour of · 
T homas Ndfon, ef(]uire. . . · . · 

Re{olved, that the f~lid Thomas Ne{{on, dq; be appomted colonel to 
the {~~id 'G::cm1d reo·irne11t. .. . 

The Conventio~ thenproccedcd, in the Gnne 1nanner, to the ap- . · 
point1ncnt of a colonel to command the third reghnent; and it appt: ~u·-· 
ing, f):onl. the report of the connni':tee appointc.~d to exan1ine the b<.tl-
lot box, that the num.bers flood as .follows: · · 

}'or Jf7ii!iam lf/oodf01·d, efq; 44 
. "ff7ilfiam Chrijfiau~ efcr; 36 

I:Izwh !vfercer, ef(v 8 
·rhe qnefi:ion w:s then put, whether the faid "ff7~lliam 117oor(ford or 

lrilliam Chrijlian, on ·whon:1 the greatefl: numbers. feU on ·the ballot, 
i.i.lonld be appointed to command the .Gtid regi1nent, the majority ap­
peared in fiwom· of TJ!illiam Jf7oodford, efc1ujre. 
. Rej~lv~d therefore, th_at the .utid JJ7illiam tJ7oodjonl, ef<J; be appoint-

.J~d colonel of the fctid third regtment. . 
Refolvcd, that the farther appointment of . officers be pofl:poned till 

TlTed:z~fday next. · . · , , 

b . -~ letter and depofition_ upon the fubjet.'l of Indian affairs ,vcre laid-
etorc the Con.vention, and read. ' 

. Ordt: l'c'd, ti:at the Gtid letter and depofition do lie on the table [
01

• 
the }X::ruG\l of the tnembcrs. .. .· ' 

d 1
0rdered, :hat leave be given to bring in an ordinance f01.'l). ayin<'" th .. 

e CfT'tte f t, • I f' . . · · , a c ~\Uo ,:,' so . ms anc tv~o · ~>rtner Conventwns the f:une wages as are 

1)~\t·~ved the. Bn:·geffes of tlus colony, and that rnr. Henry Lee do pre-
, and bnng m the (<uue. · · 

Rr:]Mved tl · ·1 · · · · 1 I 1· d . lnen f, ' · 1atr t us ConventiOn cot 1 app au · the zeal of the gentle-
o tlcers and 1 . • 1 .. f TJ7 .. ff' mend tl < vo nnteers m t 1e city o · Yl z zamsburo·, and d<) recom-

la.t they k 1 A r _,l . l ~ . lo·r..; {' b • : . • . mofi: end ; . eep t klll1e ves on t 1e c c1en we, exertmg)· ·then· ut-
I e<tvonrs at d · ·']· ·d.'('- · l ' · 1 tempts of the , ~ v1&1 <l~lce to 1 c?vet anc defeat any hoihlc at-

1 
· enemies of this cc'l,Hltry. · . 

/ Adjourned till lvionday, 9 o'clock. 
r: F . . .. 

f; 

i 

J.. . - -- •· ··--· - - ---

~ ... c .. ~- .. ----~ ... ~- ~ - - ---_,____ ___ - - -
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Refolv~d, yu AT thi~ Convcnti?n· will. proceed on FridrTy next to 
. the appomtmcnt of deputies to rcprdcnt this colonY, 
lll Ge~1eral Congre.fS, and ~hat fi1~h appoiutmcnt_ be n"< adc by ballot•.\ 
R~fulvd, that J ohn Neavzll be ~hr~c9:ed to rnarch with his company ~f\ 

· 01H.~ hundred .men and take pofldhon of Fort Pitt, and that the tlldl 
company be 111 the pay of this colony fi·o1n the time of their InarchinM 

Ord.:red, that Edward Si'Ziggars be· en1ployed to fl.1ririfh pro~~ifions fol ~ 
t1~; f?rccs ':nder John Neavi/1, direc'ted to 1uarch to~ and take po!!effioJl! 
or, l~ort P~tt. ·.. ( 

R i:jolved, that it he an infiruc'tion to the committee ordered to pre' J 

pare an ordinance for regul~ting the election of delegates and col~' 
Jnitt.ees, in the feveral counties. an? corporations in this colony, ~o 
re.ce1ve a claure, or claufCs, for {etthng the allowances to delegates 11l 

future, and for their attendance at former Conventions. 
Ordered, that the con1mittce appointed to prepare an ordinance 'fo! 

' paying the ·delegates for their attendance, at this and two !~rmer <_;;o1r! 
ventions, be difcharged fi·om preparing fitch ordinance. · · · 

R ejofved, that the Convention will on .ThttJjday nextrefolve itfelfint0 

a cmnn1ittee, to take under their confideration the fiate of the colonY• 
Adjourned till to-morrow; 9 o'clock. . 
-------------~·~~~~~~=w---·---------T U E S . D A Y, Au,GusT 8, I775· 

ALETTER from the Honourabl~ lYiattbe·w TiZp;lmum,. ei(l.; ··prefi.detlt 
. of the Convention of the provmce o_f Maryland! m anfw~r . t~ . ~~ 

letter from the prefident of this Convention, enclofmg the refolutto~; 
entered into the fourth. day of J uly lafl, ·:to . prevent the. expor~ation ~~~\ 
Hour, wheat, or oth:r grain, or provtfions of ~ny l~md, fron~. tb~$ 
colony, to any. part of the world, fr?1n and aftei the f1fth. day of. :h \ 
n1onth, ,vas lmd befi>re the Conventwn; and read; and It appearuJ~ \ 
that the Convention of 1\1aryfaml will not c?me ~nto a fim~lar rdolutiotl~ 
~md tlut the good pnrpr>fes intended by tne find re[olntwn cannot b 
dlcclcd \vithout a general agre·cment of t~1e . neigl:bot:ring pro~in~es: 

R.e folved, therefore, that the above-ment1'?~1ed rdq lutwn of th~s Co·Jll 
vcntiou, for the non-exportation of flour, ::-\vheat, or other gram, an' 
p1;oviiions, be repe<\led and refcindcd. 
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· }\;Ir. Ro!Je1:t Carter - Nicholas, fro1n the perfons appointe~ ~o prepare 
and bring in an ordinance for raifi1~g and embodying a Ulf-hciei:t force 
~or ~he defence and proteCtion ofthis colony, prcfented to the Conv?n­
~~on, ·according _to order, the fitid or~li11~nce; which was re,ad the f1rft 
Irne, and ordered to be read a feconcl tune. 
~he ordinance for raifing, ~lJ1fl"<?-tnbq~lying a fi1!fident _force for the 

defence and protet.'l:ion of this colony was read a fcconcl time, and or-
dered t L · • l 

o ue c01nnuttec . · 
R.. ~[olve:l that this Con~ention will to-Inorrow rcfolvc itfelf into a corn . ' 

lllittce on the fa!d ordinm1ce. 
Adj?urned till'to-tnorrovv, 9 o'clock. 

·. ) 
• wr:m:x::::::zu ., . •· 

· "ir' 'v E n · N -E s n A y, Au c u s T 9, r 77 5 · 
.! liE order of the day, for the Convention to i·efi>lve itfelf into, a 

de. ~_ C~lUlllittee on. t~1e, o!·di~'lance for · raifing a fuflici ent force ~or the_ 
co :e~lc~ and J?l~otec~w.n ?.f thxs colo_ny, . being read, the ~onvcntwn. ac­
fi{~~n!'ly. •:efolved It{elf I_nto the ~nd · comx"?ittec; and after fome tm1e. 
P . . 1 hete111, Inr. I>rehdent re{nmed the chair, and n1r. Bland re­

pOI ~eel' tl~at the conunittee had, accordino· to order had undet; their 
conuc eratton the 0 d' " r . 0 b d · ' · - . · 
fc . h l f' r Inance 1·or r<nfing and em o ym u: a fi1ffic1ent force o1 t c c c ·cnce a 1 n · . - .._, 

1 1 • nc protecuon of this colony, but not havino- time_ to go t 1rong '1 the fiune h 1 1· · . · r o . 
· R .1 · ' . ' ac c treded hnn to move ror leave to · fit agam . ~ 

. efo. ved, that thts Convention will to-1nnrrow refolve itfeJf into a. 
COtUlllltt~c on the ntid orcJin~nce. . . ' 

l !he orders of the day for a call of the Convention, acd for the ap- . 101llhnent of 0 £¥'. b · 
0 Hlcers, e1ng read 

rd d 1 ' · p ,z c:t:e ' t lat the fc'lme be put off till to-morrow·. ' · 

Je-t+e/~zck fl..:nry, Edrnund Pendleton, Benjamin Harrifon, . and T homas 
:11 ' 101z e{( • · . · 

the ~e ' 1 quires, appeared in ConventiOn, and took their feats; and 
neceffc1~t Ctbllcn .nppflintcd to reprcfent their counties, during their 

. Y a fence ·· · d Ordered , ' retire . 
flm be ',ttat lhr. Pendleton, mr. Harr~[on, tnr. Henry, and ilw .. T:Ifir­
th;g . _aac e~l to the committee appointed to take into coufiden~tion 

ovei nour s }Jr I . 1 . . I d . l . 1 · oc amatwn, re at1ve to grantmg an s 111 t us co ony .. 
Adjo1irned tiU to-n1o1~row 

1 
9 o' dock. 
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T .... r~·· c · · ' · lJ · [c!f 
.t: .• l'.!. onvent10~1, according t~.the ord~r of.thc day, rdolved.it e 

. -;-: .. mto .a con_nnntec on~ the orumancc for rmfing and cn1bodymg a : 
, /~u1IC1C~lt f<H~ce for tl~c .defence and J?rotcL'l:ion of this colo!1y; anc~ ,tfter · 
lome tune {pent thcrem, .mr .. Prehdcnt refiu11ed the chair, and mf· 
B/:md · i·ep_?rtcd,. that. the con1nt.l1tec !1ad, according to order, .. }lad 
under their conhderatwn the ill~o<:ff~oe'-'c~1?:fflhy but llot havin<~· tirne 
to '~o through the {~nne, had directed him. t; move for 1eavt~? to [It 
a gam. 

Rcfolvcd, that this Convention will to-n1orrow refo1vc itfeli·· into 
the f~tid conunittcc. 

T'he order of the day for the Convention to refolvc itfd.f i1~to '.l 
connnittcc on the frate of the colony, being read, the Conver.tio11 
accordingly refi>lved it[elf into the bid co1n1nittce; and af.ler {o!l:le 

time £i1ent therein, mr. Prefident- refinned the chair," and :rnr. BftttiJ 
reported, that the connnittee had, according to ord~r, , had under 
their coniidcrati?n the Hate of the co]ony, but not having time to go 
thro\tgh the Gtme, had directed him to move for leave ,to fit agaiv, 

Rcfo/ved, , that this Convention will to-n10rrovv rdol ve itfelf into ~ 
committee to take into their Gtrther confideration the Hate of the colon)'[. 

A memorial of Charles Duncan, of the town of Blandford, mercha11t, ' 
was prciented to the Couvcntion, and read; fetting forth, that 11' ', 
h~td, f(>r {(nne years pafi:, . had a H:ore in the county of Bru;~{'-wick., oil 
account of bim{clf and others, ·his partners, ''Vhid1 had for finne tinlc 
pail: been under the care and management of Thomrr..s Crmvford, ,vh0 

ha..d always hccn in the · eftec1n of his cufi.omers and acquaintances, 
and has, ever fi~1ce the unhappy diftmte with Great Britain, cnde~': . 
vourecl, to conduct himfelf in fuch a n1mmer as to avoid giving can(e 
of oflence to any ·of the inhabitants of this colony, and has alfo en de~' 
vourcd, as L'lr as in hitn lay~ to conforn1 to the regulations of the 
<?eneral Congrets, and Convention of this colony; that, under th,e~ 
circumflances, he hoped he ilwuld have been allowed to tran~t 
bufincfs, and conduct: his own affairs in quiet and fecurity, witho~t 
bcii1g called upon, or corr.pelled, to enlifl: as foJdiers, or take part 111 

nny tnllitary regulations, other than fuch as were prefcribed . by th~ 
la \VS of the colony, or the recoi.n1uendation of the C'onvention; bl~-

, I 



( 25 ] . 

that !hch \Vas the unhappy fi.tnation. of himfelf, l1is partners, and. fer· 
Vants, in the county of Bnmfwick, that they have been ca!led up~1_1,. 
by the g-entlemen "vho command. the volunteer company .m the talcl 

County,"\o enli:ft as {oldiers therein, uncle): pain of incurring the di{: 
pleafi.ne of the f 1id company, and of being treated as enemies to the 
country, withnoother alternative left them than either to defertthe pro­
perty and intereft ·which they lm'\ e in the fi·lidcounty, or remain therein 
~~ protect: the lame. ~t the haza1:C.l of :111 that is ?ear and v_aluab1e to 

, ee111en a11d good citlZCllS; and praymg that tlus Convention .·would 
~,tke the Enn/ into coniideration, · and do therein as .fhould appear 
JUft. nud rcafonable. . . 

Ordered, that the Prefident be defired to wrH:e to the con1manding 
o~c.ers ~f. the ftid company, requiring the1n to defift fron1 a f~trthcr 
PiofecntiOn of the meafiues 1nentioned in the fitid Il1Cll1orial. 

On a Inotion made 
llC~efolv~d, that ~he p~~vder l.'urchafed. by Patrz"ck lle~t·y, efq;·, for the 
. . e of th_ls colony, be unme?mtely fe~t for, and apphed by the depn-

_hes appomted to reprefent tlns colony In General Congrefs in fuch In~m­
lleM~~ t~~~ fhalljndge moil fi>r the intere{}; ofthis colony . 
. ... C Ii~m l Pendlc_roJt, a tn.ember for the county of Culpepet·, appea.· red. 
m: onventiOn, and took hts feat . 

. Le1.vis Bztnuell 'efi . · b r 1 f . C ,. . ' q, a mem error t 1e countyo Gloucefier . alJIJeared 
ll1 unventiOn, and took his f t . '. '· . ' . 

Tl d CQ • 
. 1e or er of the d1.y r . 1 ·· · t 

"""' f r ' , 101 t 1e Conventwn o proceed to the a]JIJoint..: ·"-'tent o of.ucers to · _] · 1 f. · · · 
dc:fe . , :omn:an<JL the regn a~ ·orccs to . be raifed for the 

1) nee and protedwn of the colony, bemg read, · 
vfohHd th· t tl · C · "11 ap ·. . .• ' a us onvention WI to-1n01-row proceed to the fhid. P0 lllhnents. , 

Adjourned till to-n~orrovv, 9 o'clocl~. 
'p ·'---- - '· : ~liii'IW'J • 

0 . ' R I D A y' Au G u s T I I, I 77 (. . 
rdered, THAT l~W. Tbo7JMS l!~alker, and mr. Jo!m Jf/alker, have' 

for the retn . leave to be abfcnt from. the fervice of this Convention 
Mr. Ricl~r;:}er of the feffion. • ' 

<'l~ a lllClnber fc li~nry Lee app:ar~d m ~onvention, and took his feat 
or the county of lll"~flmorclmzd. 

G 
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· . .A lc.tf~r'f1:om the .o"(.~i~et;s·· o{tile ,tolunteer comp~riies b · JPi!liamsburi, 
·w.as l?l:e!ented: to. the Conventi~n~ . and read; fetting forth, that theY 
had. fe1zcd a vefiel outvvard bot.md, laden wilh bread and flour; that 
t~1e c ~tptain infonned them, that the ConveJ1tion had come to a refd· 
I::~tioh pof-~eriour to ~hat by '"':hi~h the exporti1tion of grain anci provi~ 
i~ons W~\S _fiopp~d ~fter the fifth mfbnt, and had allowed a fi·ee export 
till the tune hnntcd by the General Cono-rels; that under the{e 
drci:i.mH:ances', they applied themfrdves to cl1c Conven~ion for infot' 
ina~ion, . and rcquefrc;-d certain dire¢tions by which they might rcgufatt 
their condm ... 't on fin.nl'ar occafions. . · · · 

·R c(olved, that the Prcfidcnt be defircd to write to the officers of t11e 
fiiid volunteer emu panics, inforniing them. that the· Convention is "l'd( 
j)leafe~ '\-Vith ~he z_:;a1 ~hey have !11?wn on~ this occafion to carry jJ}t" 
executton thetr refolutJons; that 1t 1s true, as the,captain had inf(n·med 
them, that the Conventim~ had rcfcindcd their fanner rcfolution · il1 

cohfequence of a letter fi·om A1arylal!d, by which they were infor~ued 
that province could 'not come ihto a fil'nilar . one. · . · 

. , Ort a niotion 1i1ade, . ·. . . . .. . ~ . 
. . Ordered, that the comlniffion.ers aiJPC)inted by tHe Houfe of Burgeffc! 
to e;mminc, · ftate, . ai1d fettle the accounts of the militia lately draVV11 

(>Ut into m.'tnal fervice, do alfo ftatc and report the cafe of fuch wounded 
fo1diehs, · and :poor widows and o1·phans, as may have fuffercd by;JhG 
lat~ expedition againft theJndians. . · .. . · · _,.. . 

. "'the Convention being about to proceed to the choice of deputies tO 
.rcprcfcnt this colony iil General Congrcfs, Edmund Pendleton, . efq; e'$: 
prdfed h~s moil grateful acknowled~puents for the honour done h~1!1 
hi ttwo former appbintm.cnts to that 1111portant trun, but, on acc01t11t 
of the declining fi:ate of his · health, entreated to be excufed fi·om t\l~ 
pl•cfcnt nomination; which excufe being accepted, . . . 

. R~folved zmaniil~cndly, that the. thanks of this C~nvention are jufily dt.lt· 
' to his exccllericy Gcop·e fVa(hin(jton, - efq; . _Patnck H:nry, and Edmttll; 

. • b b 1 . h r. d l·ls 
J?c:ndleto!t, _ efqn.tres, tln~e ofthc worthy c cputte: w. o r~pre~cnte t .~f 
€olony m the late Contmental Congrefs, for t?etr finthfu] ? !fcha~g~.t6 
tho.t. important truft.; and this. body, are only mduced to dlfj_Jc11fe W-

1 

their fut1ire fervices, of th~ - li~e natm:e, by ~he . aJ?po~~t.nH?~~ ?~ :til:;: 
two former to other offices. m· the,pubhc'k fervtcc, nicompat1ble ,-w 
thek . attendance on this, and the· infirm ftate of health of the l~ttef' 



· 1\Tr. Prefident · :tccordingly delivered the thanks of the Cml.vctl.ticn1 
to. lllr. Henry and ~ 1ur. Pe:ui!eton in their places, who expt'efied the· 
gte_at plea{iwe. they received fi;orn this difringnifued teftimony of their 
c~nntry's approbation of their Cervices. . . . 
'. R~(olved, that the Pi-efidcnt .be defired to tranfri1it the thanks ofthis 
~onvention, by letter, to his excellency general lFaJhingtoJZ ~ 
· The Convention theli proceeded, accordi1lg to the otdet-· of the day, 
~o~he apyointment of deputies · to reprefet~t thi~ colony .in Gene~-a.f 
tl _ grefs for one year; and the me1nbers havmg pr·cparetl uck~ts; Wlth 
b 

1~1 names of the deputies to be appointed, and pnt the fiune 1nto the· 
· a_ ot box, mr. Robert Cartel' Nicholas, · mr. Cary, mr. Pwd!eton, .and 
ll.u · Adams, were appointed a co1n1nittee to examinethe ba1lot box, and 
report upo,n '-Vhoni the ITinJ·m~ity {ell, who retired, and after fm:ne time: 
tetnr d' · · · -· d ~e Into Convention, andreported~ thattlteyhad, accordingtoor er7. 
exanuncd the h<'tllot box~ and that the numbers appeared as folle\VB:. 

For Peyton Randolpb, efq; ·. · .. . · . 89 · · · _-
-_ Ricbarcl:He'?''Y Lee; : efq; _ · - 88 . · · 

Thor:zas .. 7~/fiJTJo,n, efq; _ _ . . 2 5· · 
~Betyamw Harriforz, . cfq; . "" . ·-83 

·:· TbomaJ Nelfrm, cfq; . - 66 
_. Ricbm·d Bland, CUJ; . -- 61 
, !~ Geor!!.~ T!7ytb~; efi}; . - 58 Refo ·v(d, that the fitid nE R . . n ' l T ' ..... YTON ANDOLPH, .1.'\.ICHARD liENltY 
~EE, HO,LA,S jEFFE.!tSON, BENJAMIN 1-IARRtSON, TI-JOMAS' 

ap~~t.SON, RICHARD BLAND, and GEORGE WYTHE, efquircs ·. be· 
)'e ~Interl deputies to rcpreft~nt thjs colony in General ConoTefs fo~· one 
to~ ; land that they have powet• to meet and adjourn' for filC:-11 time and: 

lllc 1 plac 1 , • fl_ , , ~ 
· p r.l ' c, or p aces, as :-;.1ay be thought mou: prol)er. · 

'-e,o 'V " d l I ' r. 
ent ll\ll b' t lat t 1e laid deputies; or any -~.our of them, be a· {i1ffiCi~ 

0rde1~d er to rcprefent this colony~ · 
con1n1 itt~· that.n1r. Georp;~ Mafon, and· mr. Harv'ie, be added to the· 
gcntlemu~ appo111t'"ed to inquire into' the petitions of 1/f/d/iam· PreflM, 
· Theord~r an(_.d .the cornmittee of the county of Fincajlle. . 
f. so the d fc • d . . () officer~ t ay, or the committee to procee to the appointment'' 

Ot11d protct.'l.O con~tn~nd the regular forces to be raifed ·for tl1e defcnc;e 
!On of 'tlus colony; for the Convention to refolvc . itfelfint'?. 



~-
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a committee on the fl:ate ·of tl~e colony; mid for a call of the Conven-: 
tion, being read, . 

Rejol7Jed, thn.t th~ call o~ .the Convention be pofl:ponecl till to-mor# . 
row; .. and :that the Conventton \vill then proceed to the appointm·ent of. 
the f.atd officers, and re[olve · itfel:f into a co1un1ittce on the fl:ate of the 
colony. . · · 

The Convention, accordit'lg. to .. the order of the day, · refolved itfelf 
into a committee o~. tlw o:dii:ance for railing a fuflicient force for. the '! 
ddet:cc and prote6wn of tlns colony; and after {ome time [pent 1

1 

therem, rr:r. l'rcfident refiu~1ed the chair, and mr. Blmzd reported, that;: 
the co1nm1ttec had, accordmg to order> had under their confideratio:n' 
f~1e on~i.n~ncc for railing a fuffic~ent ~orce for the _defence and pi~otec~· 
tt.on of, tin~ colony, but not havmg ~tn:ne ~o go 'through the fiune, had i 
dtrecl:ed lum to 1nove fin· leave to {It aga~n. . · · 
, Refolved) that this Convention will to-n10rrow refolve itfelfinto thc'i 

fitid com:mittee, to take into their farther coufideration the ordinance. 
for .raifing and embodying a fi1flicient force for the defence and protec, · 
tion of this colony. · .· . . . . .~ 

Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o'clock. r 
' t<lal!llWiliaAmll:W-.-....... ___ _ 

s . A ... r u . R D A y' ' Au r; u s T . I 2, r 775. .. ' 

R ICHARD BLAND, efiv returned the Convention his molt grate" 
\.. ful acknowledgments for the great honour they had ·pleafccr ~/ 1 

third time toconfei· on hiln, by app~)inting him one . of the deputies'to i; 
l:"~Pr.dcn't this colony in Ge.neral Cm?grefs, and i:"l.id this frdh i?fl:anct i 

· of their approbation was fi1flicient for an old man, a1moft depnved ~( 
flg;ht, y,rhoft· greatdl ambition had e~er been to recei~e the plaudit ?r 
his country, w:henever he {hould retire from. ~he pnbhc.k _fiage of lif~J.,' 
that the honourable tefHmony he lately recetved o~ tlus approl;mtioll' 
joined with his prefent appoinp-ne~t,_ fhould e':'er an~mate l~1m., ·as fat. 
~s he w_~s able, , to ibppm~t the glpnous cm~fe m ~~lnclt A.rnenca waf 
now engaged; but tha~ lus advanced ag~ t.endered hun mcapable. o 
taking ari ac'live part in thefe ,vcitThty and Important concerns. whtcb 
mufi: 'ncce.flarily be~ agitated in the ~great cot1ncil _ of the united colonie~ 
and therefore l~eggmg )eave_ t~ dedme the h~I?OUr th~y had been pleafe e. 
to confer on hun; and dcfirmg .. that fome perfon . 1nore fit and abl 
11light !i1pply his place. . . 



· l?.efolvecf tmanimottfly, that the. thanks of this Convention are juJlly 
due to the fitid Richard Bland, . efq; o,ne of the worthy deputies who 
teprefented this colony in the late Continental. Congrefs, for his fitith-

. fui difcharge of that important trnfi:; and this body are only h1dnced 
t? diij)enie ';Vith his future fervices, of the like nature, on account of 

· h1s advanced age. . . 
. l'he Prdident accordingly delivered the thanks of the Convention' 
• 'to the fitid Richard Biard, efq; in his plcice, who exprelfed the great 
Ph~~tfure he received fi.•om this diilinguifhed tefiimony of his country's 

· ~Pprobation of his {crvices,. 
· . Rc:Jolved; that this' Convention will, on T.uefday ne,~t, ·i>roceed to the 
'n~poi11tm.ent of a deputy to repr~::fe1~t this colony in the roo1n of the 

· fiud Richard Bland, e{quire. . .. 
lVIr. Cary, from the perfons appointed, pre~ented to the ~onvention, 

• ;according to order, an ordinance for regulatmg the elechon of dele-. 
· .:~~~es. and afcerta~ning their ?-llowan~t;s, ·and al[? jor regulating the 

.' ;elec'hon of conunittee-Ine.n m the {everay counties and corporations 
t withht this colony, {l.nd for other pnrpofes .. thercjn mentioned; -and the 

·~ finn:e ·was read the firfl: . time, atid ordered to be read a fecoml time.. , 
1 . A lett<:r fi·om the officers of the volunte.er companies in Williamsburg 
· was . prefented to the Conventiob, and read:; fetting forth. that the 
., bearer, mr. ']olm F(zrquharfon, had fi1pplied the. troops u~der their 
; ~omm~nd with all ldnds of vegetables, . and they had conceived an 
:. exceeding good opinion pf hhn, and hoped he '~'o.nld tueet with the · 
·favour and app~rohation of the Convention. . 

'Ordered, that the fidd .Jetter do lie on the table. . . , , 
·-~11 ordinance fin• regulating the elecri.on of ddega~es and afcertaining 

, t1leu· .allowances, and a!fo for regulatmg the elet.'hon of committee-: 
: ~en 1 11 the feveral counties and corporations within this colony, ·and 
\ f~dr ot:lder _putpoTes therein mentioned, was read a fecond time, -and 

'01 ere to be cotll l·t .. d . . l m "e . , 
... Refo ved, . t~at this Convention wi11, bi1 MO!tday next, refC:>lV~ itfelf 
lnto a cmntntttce 011 the fitid ordinance. ' 
.. The Inembers from the county 'Of Frederick informed the Conven• 
hon, that fo1ne gentlc.men in their cotmty had purchafed a uumber of, 

. ll . . ·. ; .. 
. ' .; ~ ~ · 
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rifles, and a quantity of gunpowder, . at a low rate, w.l~ich tlJey were 
·willing, and 'pr<>pofed, to deliver up for the ufe of the pnblick at the 

· fiunc pric~_at which thofe art ides had been purchaft·d by then:i. -' 
Ordered, that mr. Bland, nu·. Pendleton, mr. Henry, mr. Cary·, and 

mr.; Richttrd Henry Lee, be a c01nmittce to examine and Hate the faid 
propofition, a:nd repo~t the fmne, together with their opinion the~~~ 
i.1pon, to the Convention. . . 

. Rejolvc~, that the rdolut_ion of this. Convention, direlting the corn'" · 
~nutees. of the fc:veral.cou~tws to f!ppomt office~s, and to have fiH:y mell I 
Immediately enldled m e,tch county, be refctndcd; · and that ·where · 
any officers ha:'e been appoi~ted, .and n1~n en lifted. in purfuance _of 
the fitid refolutwn, . they be ImnJedmtely dtfbanded. 

Rc[of.1Jed, t~mt the <:,>fiicers fo appointe~, a~1d met~ fo enlifted, be i11 
the pay of this colony from the tune of thetr appomtn1ent and enli{l;­
ment to the time of their being diibanded. 

Ordered, that mr. AdamJ; lnr. Rmzdolpb, mr. Can·ingto11, mr. Pe11dfd' .. 
to;z, and _mr. Mayo, be a committee to examine~ fiate, and repor~, . 
the clahns of lhch officers and men who Iha11 apply to 'them for that 
purpofe; and that the committee appointed by the Houfe of Burgcdfes 
to examine, fiate, and fettle, the c1aims of the militia lately drawn 
out ii1to a'-'t:ual fervice, do alfo examine, fiate, and fettle, the claitnS 
of fi1ch officers and 1nen as n1ay hav~ been appointed and en lifted un .. ' 
der the fanner refolution in the counties of Ft·edcrick and Augujla. 

J\Ir: Zane, fi·01n the perfons appointed, prefented, according to order9.· 1 

an ordinance for appointing commifiion~rs to fettle the ac~ounts of the · 
nJilitia lately drawn· out! into actual fervtce, ~nd for, makmg provifiott . 
to pay the h'lme; which was read the firfi: time, and ordered to_.be_ 
t·ead a {(::cond time. , 
. The Convention, according to the order of the day, r~folved itfelfinto: 
a ccmnnittee on the ordinance for raifing and embodying a fi1fficient 
force for the defence and protection of this colony; and after fome thne : 
fpent therein, 1nr. Prcfident 1·efi1mcd the chair, and mr. -Robert Carter 
Nicholas t"epor~ed, that the committee had, according to order, had 
under their confidenttion the fitid ordinance, bu,t not having time. t~ 
go through the f.·une, had di!ected hini to tnove for leave to fit agam. 

R~(olved, that this Convention will, on Monda_y next, 1·cfolve itfe~ 
juto the C'\id con11nittec. . 



·· OrdereJ, that leave be given to bring in an ordina~ce to encourage 
the making f~ltpetre, gunpowder, . lead, the refinmg fu.lphur, . a11J 
proyiding arins, for the ufe of the colo1_1y; and that mr. Rzcbard Henry 
Lee, 1nr. IJazry, mr. Robert Carter ~tcho_Jas, mr. Cary, mr. Lynch, 
and mi". Pendleton, do prepare and brmg In the fame. · 

The 'order . of the day' for I a can of the Convention, and .for_. ~he 
appointment of oHicers to cornmand the regular forces tope ratfed for 
the defence of this colony, being read, . 

ReJof.ved, that this Convention will, on Monday next,. proceed to . 
the appointment of the fitid officers; ·and that the order for the call of / 

· the Convention be pnt off till Tuefday next. . _ 
. · . . . . A<Urnuned till Monday, 9 o'clock~ 

~---------~----------~--.M o N .. ·u A Y, · AuGusT 14, 1775. 

T}~E- Conven~ion beinginf~rm.~d, ,that J~~·d Du~zmore vvas medit~t .. 
InO' au hofi:lle march, ~lth an anned force, to attack the c1ty 

of IF'iljt~~ ·nubmg, .. · ·: · · : . . ' · 
·-.-R e(olved, that the comn1ittee for the faid city, and the committees 
of Tor~ and . James City~ _ be defired to pay p~rticular attention to 
the hlbJec't; and if lord Dzmmor:!, ·· or any · other perfon, lhhH land, 
or attempt to Ja;1d, any armed troops in their neighbourhood, that 
they immediately rcqneft the aflifr:ance of t.he volunte.er companies 
llow in that city to repel fuch troops by force; and. it need be, to 
·~all in the affifiance of the volunteer companies, or militia, , for efft.Cl:· . 
tng that purpofe. . . 

A refolution of the General CongrefS, recommenqing the making 
bf fitltpetre, and fc·veral methods which hacl been practi!Cd with fi:~c­
cers, Was laid bcf(we the Convention, and ordered to be referred t:o 
the ~0tn111ittce appointed to bring in an ordi.nance to encourage: th_e 
~llakmg faltpetre, gunpowder, lead, the rcfinmg fhlphur, arid provid-: 
tng arms for the ure of the colony. ' ·· . . . ' I 

, The Convention then, according- to the order of the day. refolved 
~fe]~. into a comn1ittcc 011 the or·dinance ror raifing and e1nbocJ_ying a 
fr 1flic1ent force for the defi~nce and protcc'bon of this colony; and after 
itnc. time fpent~ therein, mr. Prefident refum~d tl~e ch~ir, an~ mr. 

obc11 Carter Ntchola.r reported, that the con1nuttee had, accordi11~ tlo) 



order, had under thei~· confideration · the otcTinance for railinrr -and 
cmbc<ly!ag, a fi.tflicient force for .the defence and proteCtion c~· Lhis · 
colony, and had 1nacle a farther progrcfs therein, 'but no~ having time 
to ~o through the fim1c, hau directed hhn to move for leave to fit · 
agam. 

· Refo!ved, that this · Convention will to-1norrow refolve itfelf into a. 
committee on the fctid ordinance. · 

Ordered, that mr. Nelfon have leave to ·be abfent fron~ the fervice of 
thi~ · Convention for the retnainder ofthe feffion · 

·· i'h~ orders of the clay, for the Convention to ~roceeclto the ~ppoint- ·;. 
'1nent of officers to ~o~nman~ the regular forces to be raiLed for the. , 
defence and protec'"hon of tlns colony, for the Con" ention to refolve 
itielf into a committee on the ordinance for regulating the eleaion ot 
delegates <n1d afcertaining· their allowances, and alfo for reg·nlating the 
elecUori . ·of cornmittee-men in the fevcral conn ties and co~·porationS 
·within this colony, atld for other pttrpofes therdri m·entioned, and {ol' 

the Convention to refolvc idelf into · a c01nmittee on the fiate o~ th~ 
colony, beit~g read, · . · . ..-

Refolved, that ·this Co11Vei1tion will t0-1norrow tefolve itfelf into i · 
committee ?n . the filid ordin~ncc, · and will on Wednefday next l)rocec~ 
to the1 appomtmcnt of the ·r.·ud officers. 

Ordered, th~t mr. · IUc!Jar·d. ·Henry Lee be ~tdde~l to the comt\littee 
appoi~ .. 1_ted t? _inquire into the pe~itions ·:of Tf(illim~n : Pr~./}o'~' · gentlemal~l 

· ttnd the pet1t1o1rfrom the conun.tttee of the tonnty .of Fmcajlle-o 
. :_: -!~ /-: Adjourned till to-InOtTO\V, 9 o' cl.ock. · 

. : ~ ·. T . tJ E S' . D . A y' Au G u s T . I 5' 177 5 ~ / / . 
(hi a n1otion made, · . . · . .. · ;,;; . THA r Robei·t Carter Nicholrrs, efq; he chrec1:ed to pay th~ 

r-•Refo~ved~ · • offic~r~ and foldicrs ofthe twor~fle ~ompaniesfe~tfrolj 
the counties ·.of Fredenck and Berkeley; to fet ve m the contment 
ahx~y, fitch films ofn:otrey; tni.t of the publici~ y·cafi.1ry,· as ~-ill n~al~ 
then· pay equal to the pay of the uf~cers of the hke rank. and fold1e~ . 

> who were on the l_<1;te Indian: c:Xpeditiorl ct:nntnandcd by lord DunmoJ e, 
~·nduding· the pay allowed ·by the Continental · Congrcfs. . 

"' ' I ' • ' ,I 



.( 
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Mr. R obert Carter Nicholas, from the c01nmittee to whotn the petiti-
ons of the fi1rveyor and comm!ttee of the county of Fincaflle, and a pro­
clamation of lord Dunmore, dated the 8th of May 1775, 'vere referred, 
reported~ that they had had the faine under their confideration, and had 
come to the follo,ving refolution thereupon; which he read in his place, 

.. atid afterwards d~livcred in at the clerk's table, where the fatne was 
again twice read, and unanilnoufiy agreed to, as follows: . _ 
. Refolved, that until th~ conunittee appointed by the Convention in 
Mat·ch lafl::, to inquire ~heth~r the ·king n1ay of right advance the 
terms of gt ant.ing lands in this colony, £hall have tnade their report, 
the reconimendation then tnadc, that all perfons fi-l.Ould forbear to 
Pllrchafe -or accept grants of lands under the late inftruCtions from the . 
govern,.mr, be obferved; and that, in the 1nean-tim~, all furveyors ... 
?e, and they are .hereby direE.,ad, to mal~e no fhrveys under the faid 
xnfi:rucHons., nor · pay any regard to the &id proclamation. 

The Convention then, · according to the order of the day, proceeded 
to the appointment ~f a deputy to ·reprefent ·this colony in _General 

--C?ngrefs,_ ·in the roqm o_f Richard Bland,. efq; who hath declined the· 
fa1d appomtment ; and the n1embers havmg prepared tickets with the 
name of the · deputy to be appointed, and put the fame into tiie ballot 
,box! mr. Robert .Cartet· .Nich.~ las, tnr: Pendleton, n~r. Jfent·y, tnr. Georg<: 
_'A1aJon, and 1nr. Cary, were appomted a committee to exan1ine the 

· haiJot box, and report on w hori1 the majority fell,· .who retired, and 
after fome thne returned· into Conyention, an9. reported, that th ·"'"" .,. 
hers on the ballot fi:ood as follows: 

For Francis Lightfoot L ee; efq; 37 
Ca1·ter BraxtM, c[q; 36 
John Banifler, e(q;· I 

· · George Mafon, efq; 1 
. . And the queftion being then put, whet.her the L1.id Francis LightJo~t 
Lee, ~r the fitid Cm:ter Braxto_11, who appeared to have the g,Teateft 

. llmnbe~s on the ballot, fhol1ld be appointed a deputy to reprefent this 
c~Jony m ~en.eral Congrefs, the majority appeared in favour of the 
f.'ttd Francu Lzghtfoot Lu, efquire. . · 

f?,efolved therefore, that the {aid Francis Lightfoot" L ee, e(q; he ap·. 
}lomted -a deputy to r~prefent .. this. colony i~ -G~neral . Cqngrefi. I . . . 
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The order of the day, for the Convcnqon to refolve ittelfinto a com· 

·mittee on the ordinance for the election ofdelegates, and afcc~tainiug 
their allowances, and alfo for regulating the elec1ion of cOinmittee· 
,men in the ~cvera1 ~ounties .and corp~rations in this colony, and . for 
other purpofes therem lllcnttoncd, bemg read, 

The Convention accordingly refolved itfelfin.to the fitid conunittee i 
and after {(nne time fpent therein, . 1nr. Prefident refmnecl the chaiJi 
and mr. Robert Carter N~cbo!a.r reported, that the cmnmittee had, at' ' 

cording to order, had under their confideration the fii.id ordi·nance and 
had made a confiderable prow·efs. ~herein, but ?JOt .having time ; 0. go 
throu!?h the finne; ~1ad d:ren~d lnfn; to move for leave to fit again . 

• ~ R~juh;ed, that tlns Conventwn wlll to-morro·w re!olve itfelf into~ 
committee on the f.1.id ordinance. · · . . . 

The orders. of the day,. ·. for the Convention to rcfolvc hfelf' into ~ 
committee on the ftate of the colony, and · on the ordinance for raifin{ 
and embodying a fi1fficient. force for the def(mce and protection o' 
this colony, being read, , . . 

R~fol·ved, that this Convention ':'Viil to-1norrow refolve itfcif into ·~ 
ton1mittec on the f.1.id. ordinance,. ailfl on the :fiate of the colony. 

, . Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o'clock. 
' • · a ... tllllc:u===su · 

W E D N E s D · A Y, AuGusT r.6, I775· . ·A.N nddre~ fron1 the Bapti~s .iri t?is colony . was prefet;tt~d t~ tb' 
ConventiOn, and read; {ettmg forth, that however dlfhngmlhe· 

£·om the body of their countrymen, bv appellatives and fentirnents c 
a religious nature, they neverthelet:S confider themfelves as Inembe1 

of the pux~e commni1ity in refjJ~t.'l: to matters of a civil nature, ~'), 
embarked In the fame common . caufe; that, alarmed at the opprcflt<i 
which hangs over America, they had conficlercd ' 'Vhat part it woll: 
be proper to take in the unhappy contcfl:, and had determine~ · th~tt ~ 
fome cafes· it was lawfui to go to ·war, and that they ought to m~h_ 
a military refiftancc againft Great Britain in her unjufi: invafion, tyr~tJ 
nica:l oppreilions, and rep~ated ho:ftilities; that their brethren we: 
left :;lt difcretion to en lift, without incurring the cenlit.rc of their re. 
gions cmnmunity; and, tinder thefe circum!tanccs, many of the111 h~ ' 
c:;,nlificd ~ foldi~rs, and .many nlore wc1·e ready to do f?..~ . wl19 had . 
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earneft defire their ttlinHlers {hould preach to then1 during the cq:nl­
paign.; that they had therefore appoint:d follr of their ~rethrep to make 
appHcation to this Convention for the liberty of preachmg to the troop(; 
at convenient times, without moleftation or abufe, and praying the 
fa1ne may be granted the~n. . . . · . 

Refolved, that it be an mftruc'hon to the commandmg-oflicers of the 
tegiments or troops to be raifc:d that they permit dilfenting clergymen 
locelehrate divine wodhip, ·and to preach to the foldiers, or exhort, 
fro111 thnc to tiine, as the various operations of the military fe.rvice 
lnay pennit, for the cafe of fi1ch fcrnpulous confcieilccs as tnay not 
choofe to attend divine fervice as celebrated by the chaplain. 

The Convention then, according to the order of the day, rcf()]ved 
itfelf into a committee on the frate of the colony; and after fome titne 
:fj1e~t therein, 1nr .. Prefident n~fumed tbe chair, and mr. Robert Carter· 
NicholaJ reported, that the committee had, according to order, had 
under their confideration the frat~ of the colony, and had come to fcve• 

. :ral refolutions thereupon, which he read in his place, and then deli- · 
-vered in at the clerk's table, · where the fame were again tvvicc read, 

and agreed to~ as follows: · 
R ((ofved, that for the more effec'tual carrying i1ito-execution the fe­

. vera] rules and regulations eibblifhed by this Convention for the de­
fence and prote:'.lion of this colony, a- C.ommit~ee ofSafet; be appoint­

. ed, to con~ft of eleve~1 n1emhers., to be chof~n by ballot, by the mem:. 
.· hers of th1s. ConventiOn, who are t? contmue to the n:xt fitting of 
the Conventton, or for one year,, lll cafe the ConventiOn /hall not 
llleet ·within that titne. · 

·''\·Re/(Jlve:l, that no. n1ember of the Gomt~ittee of Safety {hall hold 
any ~nilitary oifice whatfoever after the end ofthis feffion ofthe Cot~­
vention. 

Ordered, that tnr~ Robert Garter Nicholas, inr. Henry, ~r. Richard 
limry ~..~ee,. nw. JoneJ, and mr. Jiffirfon, be a committee to prepare 
and brmg m an ordinm~ce perfi.1ant to the fuid refolutioris~ . ; ' 
• OrJ:rel, that leave be· given to brinp; in an ordinance for efrablifh­
Ing a general tcfl: in this colony, ancl tl_mt nu· .. Parker and mr. Gco1:,11 
MaJon do prepare and brin:g in the fan1e. 

' ... 

I • 



A letter fi:om the comm:ittee on the Tl7efie1'1z 'If/ ater.r of Augttjla, en .. 
clofirig feveral papers on the fi1bject of Indian affairs, w as laid before 
the Convention, read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, that mr. Jeff~rfon have leave of abfence from the fervice 
of this Convention for the remainder of the feffion. · 

The orders of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into a 
co1nmittce. 0!1 the ?rdinance for regulating _the elec'liott of sJ.e1egateS 
and afcertammg their allowances, and alfo for regulating the elediotl 
of comtnittee-men in · the fev.eral counties and corporations within thiS 
colony, and for other ptirpofes therein n1entioned, for the Convention 
to proceed to the appointment of o.fficer.s to c.ommand the regular forceS ) 
to be rai.fed for the de~e~ce _and proteCl-i~n of this col~ny, and for t~1e . 
ConventiOn to refolve 1tfelf Itto a com1n1ttee on the ordinance for ratf · 
ing and einhodying a {irfficient force for the defence and protection of . 
this colony, being read. . . . 

Rifolved, that the h'l.me be po:ftponedtill to-Inorrow. 
It being obferved, with great concern, that th<:! Prefident 'vas muclt 

indifpofed, and that the time of his departure for the General Conti~ ··. 
nen~a] Congrefs yvas nearly approaching, it was unanimoufly recmn" ! 
1nended to him to retire for the prefent from the fatigues of the huh" ; 
nefs of this Convention; in which he was pleafed, though ·with reluc" : 
tance, to acquiefce. It '\V~ls then unanimoufly refolved; that the/ 
thanl\S of this Convention be prefcnted to his Honour the Prefident foi' 
his unre1nitted attention to the important interefi:s of this country, and. 
his unvvearieda.pplication to, and able, fiiithfi1l, and impartial<J.ifcharge ; 
of, the duties of his office; .affi1ri11g him, that he hath the warmefl: : 
wifhes of this Converition for a fjJeedy return of health, and _ f:jt~ ' 
uninterrapted e:nJo:>:meht of_every felicity. , . 

AdJourned t11l to InotTOW, 9 o clock. 

T H u R s D A y' AuGusT I 7' I 77 5. . ' 

THE delegates being alf~mbled, Edmund Pendleton, ctfq; a Inetnbel' 
f<>r the county of Caroline, remind~d the1n that the honourable 

Peyton Randolph, efq; havit~g, in confequence of what was yefl:erda)' 
rc~otnmcnded to hhn by the Co:nve~tion, retired, . it becmne nccdfa~~ 
that they {hould proceed tQ the cho1ce of another prefident, to. a(..'l ll 
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· ·rtb.at office during 'his indifrJofitioil or abfcnce; and he i·ecominended· 
· Robert Carter .NicbolaJ, eU]'; as a gentleman in-every relpect qualified 
· to fill · that important office. .IHr. NicbolaJ was then, by general con­

fent called to the chair; and after being fcated, arofe arid returned 
his {han}is to the Convention for the honour they had been: plea[ed to . 
cot1fer on him._ ProfeHions of unworthinefs, he £'1id, he confidcrcd 
as · 1~wre trite than fincere, and therefore dedined every thing of that 

.: kind; but c::mdour obliged him to ~cknowledge he felt the greatcfl: 
· ' diffidence in fitcceeding to an o1lice lately filled by a worthy gentle­
.' man, of confeffed abilities, .fo much to his own honour, ~\nd fo greatly 
to the advantage of this Convention. · . · 

The l~refident then reminded .the Convention how much a due ob-. 
fervance ~f order and decorum: redounded to the honour and dignity 
of every fociety, and hoped a con~inuan<;e of the :fiune attention to 
thofe qhjet-'ls, whiCh he had been lnther~<? hap1;Y ~o ob[erve; that, on 
his par.t, ·no ende~wours fhollld be w~ntmg to Jufbfy their choice; and 
that., :on _ all occa:G.ons, he fhould .condud. ·himfelf with the utnwfl: 

·. ·:i.'mpartia1ity. . . . -
Ordered, .t11at mr. Tho1'!1ton, ·and mr. Harvie, 'have leave of abfence 

:. fl·om the ferviee of this Convention for the re1nainder of the feffion . 
. . The Cm~vention the;1 procee:ded; ·~y ballot, to .the appointment 'of 
the Committee of Safety; .and .the me~nb~rs .havmg prepared tickets 
·with the names of eleven perfonr.; to be of the C·ud cominitt<:.'e, and put 
the h'lme .into the hal1ot box, nw. Rich~rd Henry Lee,. tnr. Henry, mr . . 

. llarrifon, and mr. Jefferfon, were appm~t?d a co1nmittec tC? .. examine 
, the h'l.me, and report on-whon1 the tnaJ?nty fell, who retired, anil:' 
' after fcnne time returned into_ C.onventton, and repo1~tcd, that .the 
· nmnbers fi:ood as follows:: 

_ Fer Edmund Pmdieton, efq? '77 
· Georg~ l'l!ttfon, .efq·; · 72 
!'he 11on. 'John Page, efq; 70 

· Ricbrlrd Bland, efq; ,66 
'ThomtiJ Lu(hvtll Lee, .efq; 63 

. Paul Carringto,,; · efg; 54 
K 

For Dudley Digges, ~fcJ;· 
1/Tilliam Cabell, efq; 
·Car·te1· Braxton, eftJ; 
J m;ies lvfen:er, efq; 

.John Tabb, ,efq; 

4~ . .... 
3<) 

. 38 
38 
36 .. 

.~ 
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. R_cjolve.d -tberef;re, that the .Gtid Edmund Pend!etolt, George 'A1aflm, Johtt -f _ !·~~:;e, R; c/~m:d Bland, Tboi/UlJ ~udwc!l ~ee,, Pmtl Carri:zgton, Dudley 
Dt.!_;ges, T!7tlltam ~abel!, Carter Brti.xlon, .'James lvfercer, and .1ohn Tabb, 
efqaires, be ap_Pomt~d. n:e1~1ber~ of the Gtid Comm.ittee of Safety. . 

R <-:fi.,Jv .:d! . th.tt rt:zlfztiJtZ hVo~rljord, d<v be appomted colonel to the 
fec(o~1d rqp m:nt of regn~ar fc>rces to b': raifed f()}· the d efence and pro­
tcd~on of tlus .colony,. m the room .. of Thomas Ne!JM, efq; ·who hath '. 
decJmed the f.·ud appomtm.cnt. · .·. . / 

The Cbnvent:io~, accordinr=; t? the . order of the day, proceeded 'by· 
haHot to the appcnntment of a heutenant-coloncl to the fidt reoiment ;. 
·and the 1ncmbers of the Convention having prepared ticke~s with 
thC:; name of the perfim ' to_ be appointed, and put the :fame into .the 
ballot box, mr. George Mafim, mr. T'ho ma.1 Ludwell Lee, 1nr. Bmzijle1;~ · 
and mr. Holt, were at)pointed a committee to exmnine the ballot bo:x, 
and report on whom the majority £tlls; and it appearing, fi·oin their 
report, that there 'vas a Inajority of the whole Convention in favour 
of Tl7illia1Jt Chrijlian, efq; - ' .. 

Refid,ved therefore, that the C1.icl TFilliam Chriflian be appointed lieu:; 
tenant-colon~ l to the .C1.id fidl regiment. 

The Convention procee~led, in the f.ime manner, · to the appointment 
of a lieutenant-colonel to the fecond regiment; . and it appearing, from , 
the report of the committee, that there was a majority of the whole' 
Convention in fiwour of Charles Stott, eftr; · / · . I 

R t.folved the.rt{orc, that the C1.id Charles Scott be appointed lieutenant-

1 

colonel to the fccorid regiment. · · 
· The Convention proceeded, in the fitme manner, to the appoii1t~ 1 
mcnt of a rn~jor to the firft rerritnent; and -it appe~iring, frmn the re"'· [ 
port of the c~mmittee appoint~d to exainine the ballot box, that the ~ 
numbers ftood as follows: · ! 

For Fra.m:is Eppe.r, efq; 3 9 
.Alexander Spot{'-wood, efiv 20 

George Mttttbe~u.r, euv - I -I 2 

Alcxt~nder lvf'Ciana.ban, cfq;· - '9 
The qucftion :was then p~1t, . whether the fitid Francis Eppei, or the 

fitid Alexander Spotfwood1 on wh01n the greateft numbers fell on the 
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ballot, fuonlcl be :appointed m ajor to the :ErG: regiment, the majority 
appeal~ed in fc'1vimr of Frmzcis E'j;jJCJ, dquirc. . . . 

Rejol·vcd therefore, that the ntid Frrmcis Ej)jJes be appointed m~jor to 
' the fitid firft regim.eut. ·. · .. · . · 

. The Convention then proceeded, in the fiunc n1~mner, to the ap­
}lointrnent of a\ln<~or of the {econd 1;egimcnt; and it ~ppcaring, fl-on1 

· th~ report. of the committee appointed to examine the ballot box, that 
the numbers flood as fol1ows: ' 

, For Alexander Spotrwooc!, efq; 3 I 
Georo·e Mattbe·ws, cl(r; . 15 . 

b . ,. 

Alexander M'Clanah,'ln, eu.J; I 3-
1f7illiam Gray {on, eG.1; . I 2 

The . quefiion was then put, . whether the fitid Alexander ~po(fz:.Jood, 
or the fctid GeorP:e Matthe·ws, on whom the greateft numbers fell on the 
l~<lllot, fhonld ~e appointed major to the {econd ~e~im.ent, the majo­
l'lty appeare~ in favour o[Aiexmz~er Spotfwood, cfqmre. 

R;c.folved therefore, that t!1e find Alexa!lder Spotfwood be appoin~ed 
maJor to the fiticl fecond regunent. · · 

The Conve~tion proceeded, in ~he L'1m~ tnan~er, to the appoint­
n1ent ~fan ac~JU~ant-general; .and ttappeanng, fi·om the report oft he 
commutee appomted to examme the ballot box, that there vvas <t lna­
jority of the whole Convention in fc'1vour o.f.Thomas Bullitt, efq; 

Rcfolved therefore, that the fitid 7'hamas Bullztt be appointed adjutant• 
general. . 

The order of the d<t;y, for .the Gomre.ntion to· refolvc itfelf into ~t 
, committee on the ordinance for rcgulatmg the election of de1cg~tcs 
'nnd afcertaining their a]]o,vances, and. alfo fi:n- regulating the eleL'iion 
of conunit~ee-mcn in the feveral count1es and corporatim-;s within this 
c.olony, and ~for other pnrpofes tl!erein nicntioned, and for the Convcn­
hf'Jn to refolve itfelf into a committee on ~he ordin<\ncc for raifino· and . M 
etnbodying a filfiicient force for the· defence .and protet.'tion of thi:S;co-
lony beinc:r read · ' ~~ ' 

Refolve·d, that the Convention will to·morrow,refolveitfclfintoacmn-. 
tnittee on the L'1id ordin~mces. . 

A(,ljourncd till ,tO-JllOlTOVt7 , 9 o'clock, 

•. 
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T .:rlit!.. Conventwn, accorda~g to the otder of t~1e day, refolved itfe1f 
' . . . into .a con:rnittee on. the ordinance for railing :and embodying a . 

:filfhcle;lt fo:·cc for 'the. defence and I?rotcc'}ion of this colony.; .and afi:cr ij 

.finne tune Jpent . thereu1, mr. Prc{rdent rcftnned 'the chair, . :and .ror. ;i 
HarrifoJt r~portc~l,~ th~_tt tb.,e comn~1ittee had, accm:ding •to otder, :had •• 
1:n~c~· the:r con!HJcrauon. the ordmance for 1·aifing ;£tnd e1nbodying a .. : 
lnfhciCnt force for ~he defence ~nd :protection -of thii colony, :and bad( 
gone through the fmue, and .madcfeveral amendments :thereto. which . 
he read in hi<> place, and then delivered ii1 ~lt the ·Clerk's tab];. · . 
. 0 rdcred, that the .con:fideration .of the G1.id a1nendments be pofiponed 

.t;Jl to-morrow. , · · · · 
The order of the day' fo~ t1le Conventionto refo1ve itfelf iato a cbm'" I 

1nittee on the ordinmice for the elec9:ion of delegates and afcertaining .. 
their al1owances, ·and alfc> fQr regtilating 'the election of committee< , 
·men in the {cveral counties and corporations within thi5 colony, and 1: 

for ':t~1er J)urpofes t!1crein me~t'ionec!, being read, .. - . .J'1 
Rijo!ved, that tlus ConventiOn ".·vii· I· t.o-n1ot-ro'v refolvc 1tfelf mto'Ol'/' 

comn1ittee on :the faid ·ordinance. , _ - · · . 
AcUonrned till to-morro·w., 9 o'cloCl(. 'i 

· .a .p ••• ,_G&o1t:C::# !1 ·iif'W ill . _ .. . . . . ; ~ 

S A T · U R D A-· Y AucusT· r9, I77S~' -·- · J 
·T.· l~ ~, ~mendments to the ordinance for raifiT.l~ ,and cm~wcly. ing :1 

fnfhcJCnt force fi>r the defence and proteL.'hon of tlus colony~ 
_yefterday reported by the C0111Inittee~ 'Were twice read,. and Oll thC I 
,quefl:ion.fevcra1ly put thereon, agreed to by the ConventiOn. . , : 

Ordc1'ed, that the !aid ordinance, 1vith the amendments, be f.1.irlj ·1 

tranf(:ribed, and read a third time. 
. 1\ir. Cary, fi·01n the perfons appoin~ed, p:efented to the 'Co11venti~t1, :. 
according to order, an ordinance for appointmg a Gotnmittee of Safety, 

. for the n10re effeCtual ca~rying into execution the fcvera:l rules an? 
1·eguJations efhtblifhed by this Cmiventio?~or the proteCtion ·of tht$ 
colony; and .the .fiune \vas ·read the firft .tune; and ordered to be read 
a fecond time. · . 

1\rlr. 'cary, from. the pcrJons appointed, 1>rcfented to the Convention~ 
according to order; an . Ordinance to ·encoura;ge tb.c 111aking of fitlt,petre-? 
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1 
'g1lnpowdet, le~d, the refining of fi1lpln~r, and pi·ovidil)g an:ns f~r the 

; ,life of this colony; and the nunc w_as read the fir!l: thne, and ordered: 
to be read a fecond time. 

i . · An ordinance for-appointing a Committee-of .Safety, for the more. · 
'efFeC}:rial carrying il~o execution the feveral rules . and regulations 
efl:ablifhed by this Convention for the protccrion of this colony, was 

. . read a fecond time, and ordered to be com~1iitted. · 
\ . . . Re/olved, that ·the Convention will, on .fllouday next, refolve itfelf 
· · into a comn~ittee on the h'lid ordinance.. . · . · · . . · · 
· An ordinance to encourage the making of fc'lltpetre, gunpowder·, · 

lea.d; · the rCfining of fi1lphur, and providing arms fm; the ·ufe of this 
colony, was read a fecond tim.c:, a~d ordcr.ed. to be com.mittcd. : . 
• Refolved, .tha:t this Convcntio~1 will, . on Monday next, ·refolve itfelf 
Jnto a. comtnittee . on the fitid ordinance. , · · · · · · 

. . . lVIr .. JYiajon, fi·o111 the ·perfons ?J:ipoint~d, pref:nt.ed to · the Conven:.. 
i ·bon, nccording to order, an ordmancc- for eH:abhfiunQ: a o·cneral teft · 
r • • '-" r_) ! , 

~-~~i<:h _wa.s read the fidl: time, and ordc_red to be read a fe.cor.id time. 
1 · · Ordered, that mr. Gray, and mr. Faulcon; have leave of ahfencc fi·om. 

'the fervice of this Convention for the remainder of the ·reffion. · . 
. Ordered! . that there be ~ ca~] ·of the Convention·on Monday next. . 

· An ·ordmance for cftabhf~ung a general teft was 1\_ec;td a fccoi1d time," 
nnd ordered to be committed. · 
. RejJ!ved, that this Convention ,vm, on fvfonday next, rcfolve itfelf 
·into a conunittee on the laid ordinance. . 

The order 9f the day,- .for the Conv~ntiol1· to rcfolve·. itfelf into a · · 
, committee on the ordinance for the el~Ct10n of delegates ai1d afcertain:.­
·.0~ng their a:Uowance.S,. ~nd alfo ·for regulath1g the elec'lion of.cotn1ni.ttce-. 

menin:;the feveral couni:ies 'and corporat~ons within this colony; and. 
' for ·other purpofes therein mentioned, bemg read, · • 

1 • RefohJed! that this. Conyentil)l1 ·will, · on Monday next, ·:rcfolve itfelf 
Into the fiud co~nmittee. · . · .. 

· . Adjnnrnecl till Mo!tday, 9 o'clock. 
. uaua:;:::; "ws;;::ir:IIWo:i:t:ai£ . . 

. . .1\ti . 0 N -D A Y, Augujl 21) 177-'· ·· ·. 

THE. articles for ~he better. govermncnt 'Of the forc~s. to be r~ife~ 
, . and cinployed m the ferv1cc of the colo11y and dymuuon of V Irgt· · 
nm, . '"-'hich had paffed through the fcvcral ftages as 1)art of the ordi· 

L . . 

., 

,, 

,, 

. I 

·, 
. /' 
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pance for raiGug and em boc(ying a fi1fn.cient force foi· the defehce and 
1)rotel.<"i:ion of this colony, "\-Vere feparatccl therefi·on1, read a third time; . 
~md ,railed, und~: the title of A ? ordin:!i<c~: for rbe better govemme:~t of 
;!Je f orces to le 1'aijed and employed m t!Je Jervzce of the colony ami domiJ;ion 
if Vit[,inia. · . . · · . 

, Au ordinance for railing and embodvino· a faffick·nt force for the de~ .\ . 
.fence and protection ofthis colony, ha~inl~hr:eu fairlv tnmicribed ivas . , 
1·eard a third dnw, an?. the b!anks therein,'='filled up. "' ' 

J?..eJuf.vt:d; that the f:ud orcLuancc do pnfs. · . 
Ordered, that mr_. Brmijlcr, mr. Lawj'on, 1nr. lf/atkins, . and mr. Holi, 

be apRoi~nted a con1mittcc to draw ~11) and. report the forms of jJroper 
cornrmfhons to be granted to the ofhcers of the regular forces 1uinutC' 
men, and militia of.this co]ony. . . ' 

Ordered, that mr. Zane have leave to be abfcnt fron"),. the fervice of 
this Convention for the remainder of the feflion. · - 1

; 

0 rdered, that the clerk do immediate! y fend the o~·dinance for raifing_· ;1) 
,and embodying a fufficient force foi· the defence and protection oi H 
"this colony to ·mr. Alexander Purdie, and the ordinance for the better ·. 
government of. the forces to be I~aifecl"and employed in the {ervice of ! 

· the colony and dominion of Vi1~g·ilzia to mr. Jobn Pinkney, requefring , 
them to pi·int five hundred copies thereof with all' pofiibie e:xpeditio~1· / ' 

The orders of the day, for the Convention to n;fc>lve itfel.f in~o a 
. cotnmittee on the · ordinances For appointing a Col.nmittee . of Safety, 
for the ~110re effec'tual carrying into e~ecution the fevera.l rule~ m:d rc~ 
o·ttlations eHahlifhed by this Conventwn for . the prqtechon of th1s co .. 
loily,---To · encourage the making ftltpetre, gunp.ow.der, lead, th._~ ; '.: 
rdinhJg fi.tlphur, and providing ann~ ~or the ~1fc of tlus colony,---Fo: · . 
the election of delegates and afcertammg their allowances, and alto 
for regulating .the election of cOimnittee-men in the feveral counti~S 
<irid corporations within this co]ony, and. for other purpoft·s theren~ :: , 
111entioned,----To efiabli!h a general teft,----and for a .call of the Con~ 
vention, being 1"cad; _ · . · 

Ordered, that the Gnne be · put off till to-morrow. 
· Adjourned till to lUOlTO\V, 9 o'dcck • .-

' i 
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ALETT~R fi·~m James lf/ood, .efq; on the fi1l~jec't of l1Zdic~:t affilirs.' 
. was laid before · the ConventiOn, read, and _ ordered te he on the 
l:~.ble. . · 

.• Whereas the quiet of ·this colo.ny will greatly depei1d upon tl~e 
county courts attending particularly to the ft1pprcHion of all irregula~ 
.rities in their i·eipecHve counties, and whereas the cour..ts held at Piti{­
bitig a~~e by v?rit:-; of adjoununent, :which r-enders it impofllb!c to. hold 

. cou~·ts foi· fi1pprdllon of irregularities, or trial of criminals, a~ Stnu;zto:J, · 
h1 Raj! Augujia, when the adjournment is to P~ttJburg, and fc> vice 'lj.etj~, 
· . Rr:(rJivcd, th:1t the couns at Stamzton .and PtttJ!mrg do proceed m all · 
l11atters relating to keeping the peace and good.behaviour, and in ~1.11 · · 
cri111inal matters, as if they 1·'~'cre diHinL't counties. · 

. Orddred, du.t mr.· R .. ic/;m-d Lee, mr. Pcyto;z, 111r. C/,7pbrmz, • mr .. IIe;zry 
·l._ee, , and inr . . [3/adbttrtt, have leave to be abfent fi·om the fervice (,f 
this Convcnt:on for thereinaindc•· of the feflion, they being; neccfnt- . 

~~ily callc::d aw<}y to fettle the accounts. of tl~e m.ilitia. lately d;u',vu o:..!t 
mto aL'tual ft.·rvice. . - . 

· • Ordered, that the comrpittee appointed to examine, Hate, ~md fettle 
. the accounts of the tnilitia latcJy dravvn out into ac1uai 'fc:Tvice, · do 
rlnake a fpecial report of the expenfe of bniJdjng and rcpairirw f(n·ts, 
'vhich i!i not to be paid without the fartl1er order of the C<>n~cntion 
or Ailembly ; and t:'ut the f~ti.d committee dq alfo make a fhiet iq­
()uiry for all the puhlick mulkets and ba:yonets lately ufed in the expe­
~!t!on againfl: the buiia ,z.r, aucl caufe the. fame to be U'nt to the 'com­
l11ander in chief of the f(>rces to be raife~ for the defence and protcciloil 
of this colony. . · . . · 
• The Conven6m, according to the order of the day, . reu>lvcd iiG:!f 
Jnto a ~Ollimittec on the ordinance fiJ)· appointing a·Committec ofSaf(·t y, 

·, ff>r ·the. more efTedual. carrying into . e~ecution. t.he fcvep1l rules m;d 
regulatiOns eHablifhed by this Convention f-or the prot:edion of t h:s 

.. Colony; and after finne time fj)ent therein, mr. Prefidcnt nAi1mc·d the 
thai1~, and mr. Ifm.,.~{o:z·reported, that the ·cml.unittee had, acc:on:lin ;~ 
to order, ·had the C1.id ordinance under their confidcradon, :ind bd 
gone thr~mgh the .C.une, and 1nade fevcral mnendn1ents thereto, '" hi<;h 
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he read in his place, nnd aftct:wc:rds cldlrered in at tl1e clcd~•s ~ab1e, 
vdtcrc the !~une . "\verc again nvice_ read,. a_nd on .the q1~tcft.ion !cvcrnJ~y 
put thereon, agt:ecd to by .the Convention~ . · · 

. Ordered, that the fitid ordinance, with the feveral.mnendm,ents be 
fidr!y tranfcribe~, and read a third, tiine. · · ., · ~ . 

,...fhc Convention then refolved itfelfiuto a committee on the onlin.ance .· 1 
for the de& ion of delegates and afcertaining their aHowanccs, a11d alfo ,· 
f<lr regulating the election of committee-tnen in the . fcvcral counties / 
and c_orporn.ti~ms ·vvithin this .colony, and ~~.!" other purpofes .therein : 

. 11Jcnt:wncd; and aft:cr fome tune l})ent·therem, mr. I}rd.ident reftuned 1 

the·cha1r, and 1nr. Harr~fo;z reported, that the :committee had, accord~ i 

•ing to order, had under their confideration the fltid ordinance and , 
h~td made a c~mfiderable 1~rogrefs tl:erein, but not having time.:' to go 
through the fame, . had chre¢led htm to n1ove for leave to fit again. , 

R~folved, that this Convention will .to-morrow refolve itfelf i1'lto a · l 
com1nittec on the f.1.id ordinance. . 

T'he orders of the day, for the Conventi011 torefo1vc itfelfltltO acom~~~ 
· • mittee on. the ordinmi.ccs For efl:abliil1ing a general tcft, -·-hTo encou~· f 

rage the mald!1g £tltpetre, gunpowder, .. Jead, the refining fulphur, i 
and providing arms for the u(e ofthe colony,----and the orderofthe ! 
day for a call of the Convention, being read, · . ) 

O!'dc:red, .that the. fnne be yut .off till to-mori:ow. t.·: 
. AdJourned t11l to-mon-ow, 9 o clock: --.f./ 

EIIMCIC!S);;(311::S4,,~· . . . . ~ 'v E n N E s n A Y, AuGusT 23, 1i75'· .i 

APETITION fi:om the fi·eehold~rs and ii1ha?.itants of the countY: of;_' 
Cb~flaji::ld was prefented to the Conventt~n, and tead; fetung /( 

forth, that, agreeable to the eleventh refolutwn. of the Contin~ntal . , 
Congrefs, a conunittce had been cho{en in their county, very fhortlf ; 
after the fi1id rdolution had been entered into; that not mariy of the ' 
fi·ceholders attended the fc.lid eJection, -as f(;w pcrfons had then aflociatedt 1 

by which {ne::ms foinc ped~nsvvere chofen of the fitid cmnt~ittee .whotJJ: ~ 
they could by no n,1em1s th~nkyropeq., and as the conuni.ttee 1s np}V' I 
to tranfctc...'l: matters of greater Importance that:J . was concetve~l at the 
time of their election, they prayed that the f.1.id COlUlllittee might b_e 
diffolved and a ne'v one chofen • . ,, . . 
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' 

:Qrdtred, that the .G·lid petition do lie on the table. . 
The Convention then, according to the order of the day, refolved 

. itfclf into a committee on the ordinance for regulating the election of 
, ; delegates and afcertaining their allowances, . apd .alfo for regulating 

the election of c01nmittee-n1en in. the fcveral counties and corporations 
\vithin this c9lony, and for other purpofes therein mentioned; and 
after fome time fj_Jent therein, 1nr. Prefident refi1med' the chair, and 

. Inr. Harrifon rep~rted, t~1at the committee had, according to order, 
\ had under .their ihrther cdnfideration the nlid.orclinance, and had gone 
i throug h the h'1me, and 1nade feveral am.endments thereto, 'vhich he 
··read in his place, and afterwards. delivered i~l at the clerk's table, 

:: ·where the fame were again twice read, and on the qudlion fcverally 
!' put thereon, agreed to by the Convention. , · · 
' Ordered, that the fitid ordinance, together with the fcveral muend-
i n1ents, . be :fitirly tranfcribed, and read a third time. 
( Ordered, that mr. Lyne and mr. Baffett have leave to be abfent fi·mn 

.1 the fervke of this Convention for the remainder of t~1e feffion. 
1,/ • An,··ordinance for appointing cqmmifiioners to fettle the accounts ,of 
1\ tl?e militia lately drawn out into acrual fervic~, ·and for lnal~ing pro-
t VIfion to pay the fame, · was read a fecond tune, and ordered to be 

i i ·committed. · 
:, ;: Rejolved, that this Convention ,vill immeaiately refolve itfelf into a 
! ''Committee on the [aid ordinance. · · · 

I
, The Convention accordingly rcfolved itfelf into a co:mtnittee on the 
,,, 'Ordinance for appointing commifiioners. to fettle the accounts of the 
!i .. llliiitia lately . drawn out into actnitl fer~nce, and for making provifion 
J: lo pay the ftrne; and after fome time {pent therein; nn~. Prdident re­
( lluned the chair, and Inr. Harrifon repqrted, that the C0111111ittee had, 
;' n~cordii1g to order, had under their confideration the fitid ·ordinance, 
:; and ha.d lllade a COl;fiderabJe progre~ therein, , but not having t~me to ' 
: ~o through the finne, had direcred hun to mq·ve for leave to'fit again. 
· R~jolved, · that this Conventiotl will to-n1orrow refolve ·itfelf into a 
tommittee on the fitid ordinance~ 
· The orders of the day, for the ·Conventioh to refolve ,itfelfinto a 

. ton1mittee on the ordinan~esFor ;~~blifhing a general tefr,M:: To enc~u3 



rage the .m.aking f<tltpctre, gunpowder, lead, the refining fillpl1ur, . 
and prov1dmg arms for the u[c of this colony,---an4 the order of the 
day foi· a call of the Convention,' bcinrr re,td. { 

Ordered, that t~IC .Guue be put -off till to-1norrow. · 
Adjourned till to-morrow·, 9 o'clock. 

cc:zx:s:l!nU . 

T II u. R s ~ A Y, AUGUST 24, I775· . i 

TJ~E Conventt~n, ·accordmg to .the order of the day, refolved itfeJf ! 

. mto a commtttee on the. ~r~mance fi>r appointing commiffioner~ '.~ 
to fettle the accounts of the nuhtm lately drawn out into actual fervice~ 
and ~)r rnaki~g p~·ovifion to pay the fiu~e; and after fome time f1x~nt 
thercm, mr. P~·ehdent rcftnned. the chair, and mr. Harrij(m reported, . 
that the comm1ttee had, accordmg to orde1·, had under their confidcra:. 
tion the foo~.id ordinance, and had gone through the :Gunc, a~1cl 111ade . 
feveral am.endments thcr.eto, which he read i11 his ·j,lace, and after~ 1 

,vards delivered in at tbc clerk's table, · where the Gune wet:e ao·ain 1 
. . b I 

twice rend, and on the quefiion feverally put thereon, agreed to by .. 
. . ; ., ~ 

the ConventiOn. - · · · - · , .: r 
Ordered, that tlH~ fi1icl o~·dinance, together :with the feveral mneml:' i~ 

1nents, be f;tirly tranfcribed, and read ·a third time. . · ' 
An ordinance, appointing a Committee of Safety, ·for the more effec~ jl 

tual carrying into execution the feveral rules and regulations efiablifhed : 
by this Convention for the protection of this colony, · having been f<tirl)' 1 

tranfcribed, '\<Vas read the third time, and the blanks therein fill<;d up. 
R~(iJived; that the fltid ordinance do pafs. . · · · . · . . · . 
The orders of the day, for thq Conventw_n to refotv: Itfe!f mto ~ 

committee on the ordinances To encourage the makmg {altpetre, 
gunpowder, lead, the refining [ulphur, and providing arms for the ·

1 
u(e of this colony,----For efl:ablifhing a general te!l----and the order of ! 
the day for a call of the Convention, being re<td, j 
. Otdered, that the L'lme be put off till to-morrow. 

· Adjourned ·till to-tnorrow, 9 o'clock. 

F R I D . A y' Au G u s T 2 5' I 77 5. . 

T HAT leave pe given to bi·ing .in an ordinance to pro' , 
. Ordered, . . _ vide for paying the ex!'Jenfeg of ihe.: delegates fi·otll 

this colony to the Genera.l C~ngrefs,_ and that 1nr. Pendleton and mr• 
'ft1crcer do prepare and- brmg m the · h'l~e. · . 
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.. Refolved~ that no perfon 'vhatfoevcr !hall fell to any non-commif­
. fioncd otiiccr or foldier in the regular fervicc any kind of- fj)irituous 
liquors within a 1nile of the he~~d-_quart.ei~s, ·under the penalty of fub­
jec1in g himfelf to every I'egul~twn prefcnbed for futtlers. 

It appearin'g to the Convention, by a receipt of Patrick Henry, efq; 
:.md. other tcftin1ony, that it was referred tothc1n, at this meeting, to 
detcrrninc how much of the three hundred and thirty pounds which 
,had been received of the receiver-general, on the 4th of !vfay ]aft, to 
compenfitte for the powder taken out of the magazine by the govcr­
nom·'s orders, fhonld be refiorcd to the ftid receiver-general, . 
• Rcjohxd, as the opinion of this Conventi,~n, that· fi1fficient proof 
peing had of there being only fifteen haH:barrels of powder {o taken 
'by lord Dunmore's order, !that no more 1noney fhdu1d be retained than 
'one hundred and twelve pounds ten fhillings~ which we judge fully 
adequate to the payment of the {aid povvder, and that the rcfidue .of 
the f.'lid three himdrcd a1id thirty pounds ought to be returned to the 
h'lid receiver-general, and it is hereby dircded .to be paid to him by 
the treafi1rcr of this colony. ' 
' · Re.folved zmanimoujly, ' that the than_ks ?f th~s Convention are jufl:ly 

1 dne to the fcveral volunteer <:ompm:res 1~1 tlus colony for their zeal 
and a~tadnncnt to the. caufe ?f .Amen can hber~jr; . manifeftcd by their 
attentwn to the refoluuons of the lafi ConventiOn 111 arming and difci­
plining thcmfelves, and:· the r~adinefs_ they have fhcwn, upon all 
occafions, to defend their country agamfl the d~ngcrs ·with which it 
\Vas threatened, and that they be defire~ to exert _themfelves in pro­
lnoting cnliH:ments into the regular and nnnnte fervtce adopted by this· 

, Convention; and it is recommellded tn the fevcral difiric't committees 
to pay·propcr attention ~o the 1nerit of the faid volunteers, in their 
choice of officers. · · 

R~folvcd, that the treaft1rer do, fi·om time to time, advance to the 
members of the Committee of Safety fifteen fhillings per day, to defi~ay 
their reaG.--mable cxpenfcs during their att~udance on duty. 
· Mr. Pendleton, fi·om the perfons appomted to prepare and bring in 
an ordinance to provide for paying the expenfes of the delegates from 
this colony to the General Congrefs, prefented to the Convention, ac· 



cording to order, the faid ordinance; . which was read tl1e firfl: time, 
·· and ordered to be read a £econd time. 

An ordinance, for regulating the eledion of dclecrates and afcertain­
ing t~cir allowa:qces,' and :alfo fo-r regulatiilg the elc~hon of co1nmittee' j 

. I?en m the fev~ral cot~nties an_d COI]'>orations within this colony, and j 
· for other pnq~o{es ;therqu Inentwned, having been Hlirly tran£cribed, /'· 
was read a thu·d tune. · . . . . . . . . 

Rcjolved, that the fitid ordinance do pafs. · . 
1 

1 

. An o:dznance, to provide for ~aying the expenfes of the delegates ,· ·
1 

. fi·on: ·~Ius colony. to the Ge.neral Congrefs, was read a {econd time, ; ~ 
ordered to be ±curly tranfcnbed, and read a third time. 

An ' ordinance, {or appointing c01nmi.ffioners to fettle the accounts of.' 
tl~e militia lately ~ra'\'Vll out ~nto ac'tual _fervice, an.d for making pro; . 
vtfion to pay the {mne, havmg been .fiurly tranfcnbed, . was 1·ead a 
third time. · '· 

Refolvcd, ' that the L'lid ordinance db pafs. . .· : · . <! 
_or~ered, tl~a.t the title of the fitid ordina~ce be. !~t ordittllnce for ap-:- : { 

pomtmg comm~(/10ners to fettle the ·m:cott?lts of the mt!ztta lately dra·wn ouVJ; 
i11to a[fual jcrvic:e, and for making priYf!{fion to pay thefmne, as 7vel! as tht \: 
expenje of-rtJi(mg and pr?viding for tbe force.r and minute-men dire[fed to bt _r ! 
embodied for the defence of this colony. · . · , ' 

An ordinance, to provide for paying the expenies of the delegates ;' 
from this colony to th~ General Congrefs, having been :fidrly · tranf. 
cribed, \'vas read a third dme, and the blanks therein filled up. 

;Refolved, that the ntid ordinailce do pafs. . . . . . . ,. 
The · order of the day, for th~ C~n':ention to re1olve Itf:If lnto a- _r 

committee, on the ordinance for efl:abhfhmg a general teft, hemg read, .-' I 
· Ordered, · th.at the fiune be put off till the fi1~ft day of the next Con,;; ': 

· vcntion. · . . . · . . 
Refolved, that it be recomtnended to tltc t 'otrimlttees ·of the feve:a1 

cotinties and corporations in this colony to call alJ cC?llecrors andreceiV"' r 

ers of fines heretofot'C hnpofed by any COUtt-II~~ttia], and all ·other ) . 
pe1:fons who have any tncmey _- in their hands anfing f:mn fi1ch · fine~, j 

to an inunediate /~ccount ·for the fiune) ·~nd, aftet paymg a11y arrems !,: 
which 1nay be .do.e for ar~ns oi· trophies. fotni~r~y purchafed, apply any 

· fi1.ch money for providing .anns and ammumttoll fot. the ufe of ~hen' 
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rcijJectivc counties and corporations, in fi1ch manner as · they '!hall 
think befl:. , . . . 
· 1\llr. Adams, from the committee appointed to examine, fl:ate, ·and 
rep~rt the claims of fuch officers and 1nen as had been appointed and 
enlifted purfuant to a former refolution, reported, that they had ex.­
amined the 'claims of the officers and foldicrs in the count'y of Chejler~ 
field, and that it appeared to them that the fitid . ofli~cr§, ·_,;\l ere chofcn by 
the committee of the fidd county, and directed to raife.the men, in 
confcquence of which they were accordingly enlifl:ed, and ~re entitled 
to pay as follows: . ( . ·. · .. 

To Jolm Mark/Jam, captain, four days, · at 6s. · 
To Tf/illimn Black, lieutenant, . four days~ rit 4_s. 
To George Hancock, enfign; four days, at 3 s; . · 
To. Thomas BevintolZ, _ and M. atthe·wF'owler, ferjeants, . ~ 

. four days each, at 2s. · 5 
To thirty three privates, four days each, at Is; 4d. 

. To five privates, three days each, at · Is. 4d. --· ... 

£. I ··4 0 
o I6: o 
0 12 0 

8 16 0 

I 0 Q 

£.. I 3 4 0 ----Refolved, that the treafi1rer do pay the fitid I 3 I. 4s. agreeable. toth~ 
foregoing report. · .. ·· . · . 

vVhereas, by a refolution of the Conv~ntiori held iri the month of 
March ]aft, the feveral courts in 'this colony were dircded to proceed 
to give judgments againft fheriffs and other colle(..'tors for nwney or 
tobacco received by them, and it isreprefented to this Convention, that 
feveral fl1eriffs, in order to evade paymg the money received on ~xecu­
tions levied by them, refn{e to return fitch e.xecutions, 
. ' Refoi7Jed therefore, that it be recon:;mended to the feveral courts of 
JUfi:ice in this colony to put iti executiOn the laws . no'\-y in force to corn­
pel the fherifts to return executions, and to call all /publick creditors 
to acc:ount. · · 

A petition of ftmdry nlerchants, and others, llatives, of Great Britahz, . 
and refident in this colony, was prefented to the Conven.tion, and read; 
fetting forth, that bc.ing chiefly. agents, £'1ctors, and pet>fons who 
fiori.1 their !outh, have been bred ~p- t~, a~d employ~d in commerce: 

/ 
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they have .at no time int~rfered_ wit~1the civil infiitutions of the country, 
l?nt hav~ always acted.u"1 ~onformlt~ to the laws, under which they 
ha.ve eruo~ed the bell fccurltrfor the.Ir per~ms a~d property; that with 
th1~. expenencc of ~he protc~twn dcnved f~·om f~tlutary laws, as we~l 
as trm.1.1 the happy mtercourfe they have enJoyed with the inhabitants · 
rnany of tlJem had fonued connexions of the moft endearing 1iature'. 
an:d had: it~ve~~'!· confi:len~bl~ por.t~OI~s , ~f their property in real efl:at.es: 
:\V ; th a VICJ~ · .O .. ~ontmnn~g th:u tefi-lence among a people .·wtth 
whmn they :had h1thert~ hved, m. 1nuch harmony; that their fears 
wer.e 1nuch awakened frm:-1 .the~~l!-groun.ded prejudices which they 
arc .mfonned. ac'tuate the r.n;nds of fome o~ the · people -~f this colony 
agamn .thctn,. as a .body w.no arc not natives of the land, a circum­
france which, being accidental, cannot be imputed to them as a fimlt, 
and thercfor<2 hoping, 'to H:and in the .C1.me light with· other ftLl~jec'ts 
·who confonn to (he laws; that they are very fenfible . the unhappy 
differences fi1bfifl:inK between the parent frate and her colonies have 
gh'en rife to diH:inctions to thei1· prejudice amongfi the natives of the 
country; · and excited jealoufies vf them which othenvife had never · 
exifred; that, . d.ifcriminated fi~mn the reft of the focicty, and placed 
iu a fi1lpicious point of view, they prefi.une to lay before this Con­
:vention the hard£hips of their fituation, arid, _ in the · fincerity of their 
hearts, declare, that they hold the people of this colony in the highefl . 
efiimation as friends and fellow-fi1hjects; and that, in war or peace, . 
they will cheerfully coil.trib~te,. 

0 

'nrith thent, to the exigencies or their· 
conunon ftate; that in all internal cotnnlotions, or infnrrec'Hons, they 
pledge their f~tith, · at the ri!k of their lives and fortunes, jointly with 
their fellow-fitl~jec1:s of this q:>lony, to defend the country; and. that, c 

·- in · cafe of an attack from the troops of Great Britain, they will not aid 
in any .rnanner, ~r communicate ipte1ligen~e to th~i~ by le~ter .or "' 
otherwtfe; that they beg leave . to affi1re tlus Convention they wdh. 
not an exe1nption fi·.01n the hardfhips and burthens to which the people 
of this country 'are expofed, fi·om the civil conteft fublifl:ing with the 
parent· ftate, bnt are willing,, and ready, to participate in all infiances, 
ex.cept taking up: arm~ againft the people among whom they· we~e 
horn, and with whom, perhaps,. they are connected by the neareft 

· , 
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·' ties ofconl:·mguinity; that they entreat the impartial and fitVourable 
., attention of . the Convention to this circum fiance, and· beg that a line 
f of conduc'1: might be ~n.arked . out, by. 'vhich, in t~is dan¥erous cri_fis,_ ' 
i· they 1uay n1ove as u£duln1ei~bers of the commnmty, ·wtthout bemg 
,\ he]d to the 11:ecefiity <>f {heddmg the blood of their country1nen, an 

: : acl: at which nanire recoils, and which eyery feeling of humanity for_. 
: ·I• bids; that, all?wed this, they reJ)eat their l:ea.cli.nefs to fl:~~d up, ~vith 
. ,. the foren1ofr, . m defence of the cot1ntry agamfl: mternal . mfitrrechons, . 
. · and in its fitpport, by the mofi Hbera] aild cheerful coxitributions; and 
. that the fi.tpretne direc'lor of the univerfe inight inf}Jire this Convention. 

\vith wifdom to put a period to this unnatnni.l contefr, ·and rcftore .this 
' 0nce happy land to peac,:e, f.1.fety, ai1d union witl~ · its parent ftate, _ 
· \vas their mofl: ardent wilh. · · · · ' 
:. R.e(olved zmimimoujly, that.' the C: .. i? petition·' is'reafOI~~bTe; and it is · 
i l'econunended to the commtttees of . the feveral counties and corpora-
~ tions, and others the good people of this colony, to trc.at all fi1ch 

. :, 1lativcs of Great . B1;iiain rdident here, as . do not lhow themfch•es 
~ : 1 enen.1ics . to the common cau£~ of AIJierir.a, ~vith lenity ~md friendfhip ;. 

': ~o . protc~'t ali pe.tfons 'whadoever in ·the JU!l enjoyment -of their civil­
' rights .and liberty, to di~co;untenan.ce all national .reflections,, to pre­
! ferve, to the utmofi of then· power, mternal peace and good order; and 

· : to promote union, harmony, and mutual good-will, . mhong a11 ranks 
or people. ' . 

' Refo!vetl al(o, that the fi1id petition, together with this rcfolvc, -be . 
. forthwith publi{hed in the Vi1'ginia gazettes. . 
: , . The Convention then, according to the order of the _day, refc>lvcd 
t ltfelf into . a c01nmittee on the ordinance to encourage the makhw fitlt­
' Petre, gunpovvder, lead, the ~·efining .fit~phur, ·and pro,:idh1g an~s for 
', the u(e of this'colony; and after fom~ tune fj~ent therem, mr., ~refi-
1 dent rcfim1ed the chair and Irtr. Harrifon reported~ that the comnnttee 
1 

had, accordino- to ord~r had under their cou.fideration the fitid ordi­
: tlance; b~1t1 borl~:,tving ti~e to go thrqugh the finl.1e, had direc'led him . . 
· lo lll~ve for leave to fit ·again. . · . 

i! . Refolved, that this Convention will to-IilOlTO\V refolve. itfelf into a : 
j: ~Oln,mittec on the £aid ordinance. 

fr~ 

'· 
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R~(olvcd, that it he an inilrutiion to the Committee of ·safety that 
they forthwith ~mife to be erected a magazine, at fume fit and conve· 
nient place, for the reception of anus and ammunition; and that they 
appoint a guard, to be drawn out of the 1ninute-men or tnilitia, for 
the G1fe keeping and prefcrvation of the {~nne, fi'om. time to time, .as 
the exigcnce of affairs IU<.ty require. · . . , ' , ~ 
. R~folv ed, that it be. recommended to the c01nmittees of the fevera~ · 
~otmties ~nc~ corporatwns to· appoint proper perfons of their body, with~ . 
In fuch chftncts as to thern fhall feem convenient, to take a lift of the · 
number of perfons therein of ~!1 ages and fexes, difiingui0:1ing whether;: 
they be 1nnlc or female, white or black, and of the males whether, · 
they be above or under Jixteen years of age; fi·oin which liils the colll' 
1nittee {hall caufe .a general. county or co.rporatio~l lift to be made an~l\ 
returned to the Prefident of the ~onventwn, w~thout delay, who 1S1 · 

deGred, fromthem, to c<~nfe a gq:neral colony hft to be fonned, and 1· 
·certify the fitme. to the Contine11tal Congrefs. · . ~ 

· . . A{~journed till to-morrow, 9 o'clock. t 
S A _ T U R D A~ AuGUST 26, I775· / ( l 

T HE Convention proceecJ.ed, by ballot; ·to appoint a place for the : 
meeting of the next Convention; and the members having pre' : 

pared tickets with the name of the place to be appointed for the puf' : 
pofe aforefidd, and put the h'ltnC into the ballot box, tnr. Car1'ingto1t, ! 
1nr. Braxton, mr. Swbblefield, and mr. Cary, were_ app~inted a com· · 
1nittee to examine the ballot box, and to report on which place thC 
1najority L'llls, who retired, · and after fume time returned into Con· ; 
vention, and reported, that the numbers on the ballot appeared ~s \ : 
follo·ws : · · ' 

For the town of Richmond, 25 
For the city of lf/i!liamsburg, · . . 22 

. For the town· of Fredericksburg, . .- 8. ,·'o:• . · . · 
And the qneftion being then put, · whether the town __ qf;ftichmo1tdl 

or the city of fJTil!iamsbmg~ fhould be the plac~ for holdii1g the · ne:1't 
,Convention, a 1najori~y appeared in favour of the town of Richmond·· 

-Re(olved therefore,- that the. next meeting of this Convention be . ~t 
the taid town of Ricbmrmd. · - · · · · · 
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~. · Mr. Bmrifler•, · from the perfoms appoii1ted to dnn':·up nn~ report the 
(forms of proper co1umiilions. t?. be gran.ted to the officers of the regulax.­
~ forces, Ininutc·mcn, and mthtta of tlns colony, reported the follow-. 
/ ing forms of tl-~e faid cornmiffions, \Yhich were read, .and on the qud:. 
1ti()n fe'\'erally put thereon, agreed to by the Convention. , 1 

~ .Fo,n:~· z . ofa commiJ!iotzfor :he C_OLONEL oftl'e fi1:fl t·egimmt, mzd co~\ 
! _. _ _ .~ der ill dnef oj the REGULAR :FORCES. . 
1,The Comtnittee of S<\fety for the colon i of VIR~ IN 1 A to PATRICK . 
I · . ._ · · . . H E N R Y, efq; · 1 · • :w· ·HE_ ~EAS by a refo!ution .of the delegates'of.t~hcolo~y, - in ' Com.~enti~:~ . l 
: -. . a_Uembled, it was detenmned that you the Jazd J>atnck l~c11ry, . ~fq; 

.Jhou/d be colonel of the firfl regiment -of regular!, a~zd cotJtma;~der in· chief of 
1 all. the forces to be ra~'(ed for the proteflion and defence of thu r.olony, and, 
. by an ordinance of tb'e Jaid Convetttio11, it is provide~, tha: tbe Committee ~f 
· Srifity jhould ijfud all military t:om~ni.[!ion.f: , 1\fo-zv,. m pmjuance of the faid 
Power to us granii:d, · and in t:onfonmty to :/g appoz.ntment oj tbe ConvclltiOf!, 
·we the [aid Committe: of Safety do c:onjht~Jte and _commtJJion you the .faid 

· .l>utrick Henry, ejq; colonel of the ftr.fl regm1ent of 1·egt!lars, and tomttlatt­
. der in cbief of all jit~h 'other forces as may, · by order of the Com}emion, .. or· 
Committee of Safety,' be direc1cd to all in conjunOion ·witb tbem; and 7vitb 

; t!Je .fai~jot:ces, oi· any oft/fem, JOU are /Jer~by CJllJ:o-zvercd .to 7:~(ijf and repc/ 
: all hojltle mvnfionJ, and quell and fi!pprejs any tujitrreflzons wbich may be 
. made or attempted agair;fl the j'Jeace and faftty ~f t!Jis !Ji.s.majejly' s co'fotty a11d. 

',· dominion. . And 7VC do require you to exert your 1ttmofl ~ffons for the promo­
·_. ti'on of d~(cipline and order amoltg'{,he officer~ and fold~'ers under four command, 
:agreeable to fitch ordinanceJ, mlef~ attd f!rtzcleJ, 7obubare 1l07v, or bereafter 
' 1n_ay be, in.flitttted for the government f!~d regu~ation ~I' the al:my ;' {md th 4t 

you pay due obedience to all orders and wflntc'lto11J 'Wbich from time to 'lime · 
y()u may . receive j1·0m the Convmtion or Comtnittee ~f Safety; , to bold, . cxer~ . / 
cife, and uljoy, the [aid office ~f colonel and commander z·n chief of the for(es,'_ 
and to perform aiid 'execute tbe po7ver and authority aforejaid, and all otber , 
tbing! whitb are truly and of right inpidemal to your }aid office, during the . / 
J;/eajure ~f the Convemion, and 110 longer. And 7:Je do berr:by 1·equire alul / 
command all oJ!icerJ

1 
and foldien, and ~very perfort 'W~atfoev_~r, i11 any' 1~ay } _ 

! 
I 

) 
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I

I r 'COl.!UJ'!~e"d, to, ~e . (l!ied~e,•it and affi/t.ing t~ . you bz all tbin/!;J touchi1tg the dtit 
execu;ton oftt;· zs commi.ffiM, accordwg to tbe pmport or intent thereof. 

1 Gi'ven zmder our handJ, at · , . thiJ 
. ~ day of , mzno dom. I77 

· Cori!MISSION to a C 0 L 0 N E L of the MINUTE-MEN • 

. ']'he Co~ncn1ttee of Safety oftbe colony of'Virginia to · , ejquire. 

""{I 7-H.EREAS it i.r provided, bi an ordinance of tht Convention, ihat a 
. V V bat:alio;t of r,:hmte-met:jbould_ be enlifled, . trained, . and d_ifciplined, · ·' 
'm each oj tlx: dijinc1J tber:m-me:ztzoncd, ·a_nd by tbe fame authority it i! 
or·ddned that all co:mn~(Jion.r for o.fficerJ to command the Jaid minute-mm jhould 
ijfiu ji·om the Committee of Safety: Now, itt purfztnn,ce of the faid power . . 
and autborit.y to 1t.f givep, we do by th~(e prcfi:nt.r conflitute. and.commi.ffiott 
you tj;e j{tid colonel ~f the battalion of minute-men in the di}lri8 
~~ • You are tbel'cjore to arl as colonel, by duly exerci(tttg 
the officers and.foldiers under· your command, taking care that they be prov.ided 1 

with arms and ammunition, agreeab/~ . to tbe ordinances: of tbe Convention;· 
aud you are to pay a ready obedience to all -orders and injfm/Jio:u which from 
time to time you 1hay t·eceive from the Convention, Co1hmittee of Safety, or ; 
any _of your Juperiozw officers, agreeable to tbc. ndei.and article.r ordained. by 
·rhe CoTZve.m~·o!l. .A11d we do require all officers mzd .foldiers under your C07ti­

mand to be obedient, amf. to ·aid you in the -exccutiou. if this commi.ffio,tJ, 
· accordirzg to tbc intent and_pmport thereof. 

Given under our bmtdJ, at. 
day of 

. ,, thii 
, anna dom. r77· · 

CoM l'<i Iss roN to a c · o U N T Y- L I E lJ T E N A N T .. 
Tbe Comm_ittee of Safety for tbe colony . o/Vi~ginht .. tq_ 

By virtue of .tbe power and· autbority ·imJcjied i>t us by tl?c de~egates . 
, and · reprefentotivCJ oft be (tlveral coumias . a ltd corp ovations within tbis 

colony, itz Ge,-zcral ConventioJZ affimb!ed; ··we, r·epoji,tp:; ~fpecial trzifl mzd cO!Z-
ji.ience in your patriot~j1n, .fi'delity, cquragc, mt~ ·good co,·zdri_a1 do~~ :b~(e 
pr~{m!J' cot~flitnte mzd appoint you to be cow1ty-l~ez~tertant ~~ 'the mz.lt.ttt'l uf 
t1~e coU!t.t.y of . . . :. ; mzd you ore: tt:e;:efo.1·e. cttrefitl!y. ~md -ddzge~tly 
to d~fcbarge the tm.ft rep~(ed in you, ·by difl:plmmg all·ojjicers and .foldze':~ 
mzdq your command; and 1ve do hereby reqmre them to ohey . you as !/;en 
r:ountJ.-_lieutenattt. Attd you are to obferve and follo-w all fucb orderJ and 
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dire[fionJ aJ you /hall from ti1!1e to time receive froiJr tbe Co.nventio.}i, th~ , 
Commit~cc qf StJ.fety for the time being, or dtzy.fuperiour officer, ·aet.:ording to 
the'·ndeJ and n:wilrttion.J ej1abl~j!Jed by T!Je ConventiOll. 

c~·ve;t untl.:r our bandJ,. at . ' this 
day of ·. · , amzo dom. I 77 

The Convention, according to the order of the day, relblved itfelf 
into a conunittce on the ordinance to encoitragc the making fitltpeti·e; '.· ~ . 
. gunpovvdcr, . lead, ·the refining fi1~plmr, and providing arms for the 

. ufe of-this colony; .-and, after {(nne time fj>_Ct!t therein, m~·· Prefidcnt 
rerumed the chair, and mr. Harrijim reported, that_ thcconiinfttec had, 
-according to order, hnd under their confideration the fitid ordinance, 
and.had gone through the fcnne, and made fev(:n~J amen~hnents thereto, 
which he read .in his place, and afterwards dchvcrcd I.n at the derk's 
table, where the fi1me ·were again twice read, . ancl on the que.fiion 
feverally put thereon, agreed to by the .c;otn·en.tion. .. . . 

Ordered that the fitid or·dinancc, together Wlth the fcveral amend'" 
mcnts, b; -fitirJy tranfcri?ed1 :nd read a third time. . . ; 

· · ' ~Ordei·ed, that the pubhck prmtcr do fend twenty two copies of the 
ordinances of-this Convention to 'the committees of th~ fcvcral crJuntics 
and cm~porations within this colony. · 
. · Refolvcd~ that i~ be recommended to the committees of the fevcral 

counties and corporations, where it is not already done, to complete 
the colleCtion .ofthc m~ney _by them 1j.uclged rcquifite for the purchafe 
of gunpowder, Jead, fhnts, and cartndgc.papcr, according to :the re.­
fo1ution of the Convention in tv!arch Tan, m order to place the whole 
colony .on an equal footing in that particular, and return a !late of fi1ch 
co1Jeclion to the next Convention. 

Rc_fol~e.d, that in cafe the Brit~fh !n_inifi:ry fhall atten1pt to cnfi>rcc 
the a.Ci ofpa~·liament for preventing .the erec1ion ofplai~ng and flitting 
1nil1s in ./fincrica, ~ this Convention w1l.l re.compenfe to the proprietors of 
the two firft of fuch n1ills as· fl1alJ be fin_Ilhcd and fet to work in this 
colony ali lo.!fes th~y . may rdjJectively fu{lUin"_in confcquencc -'of fuch 
endeavours ·of adminiftration. · · ·. · · · 
. A~ ordinance, to ~ncourage .the. making('l1tpetre, gunpowde~, Jc;ad, 

the refining fi1Iphur; . · and providing arms for the Jfe .of. this colony, 
having been fitirly tranfcribed, was read a third time' and the bhmks · \ 
therein filled up. · . . ·-;. 

. i 
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· · R~folvcd, that the fil~d ordinance do pafs. 
~ . ~rdered, that the title of the fi1id ordinance be An ordina1zce for pro-
vzdmg arms alld ammunitiott jo1· the 1~{e ~f tbiJ co!o:zy. , . · ' 

Refolved, that the feveral fi1ms following be. paid to the fcveral offi-
cers of this Convention, for their fervices during the prefent_ {e1Iion. 
~o the rev.- Nfiles Selden, chaplain to the Convention, . £. 40 o a 
1o mr . . 7ohll Taze·well, clerk oftheCo1lvention, · 150 o o 
~o ~nr. lf/'ilfiam Dandridge, junior. . 25 o. o 
1 o mr. Thomas Claiborne, rncffenger to the Convention. 50 o o 

. ·_To Robe1·t HylaJZd, John·Creagb, lf7itliam Drink.m·d, lf7idiam Hix, and 
Rtchard ll(i!lia.ms, door-keepers to the Convention, 20 }. each. . 

It app_ea.ring to the Convcntio!1, tl~at Ot·way B11·d, cfq; had, on ac­
count of Ins attachment to //Jnerzcmz hberty, reGgned his proviGon and 

. profj'J~ct~ in the Brit~fh navy, and may b~ deftitute of ernployincnt, 
R~folved, that the faid Otway Byrd, clq; be firongly recomrnended 

to his. excellency general TF a.fbington, and the Conve?tions of ?ur fiftel' 
col 11mes to ~he eafhvard, for promotion in the army 111 that neighbour- , 
h~od; and that until fuch pron1otion {hall take place, or it b~ other-"-; 
Wife ordered by this Convention, that he be allo·wed ten £hil1mgs per 
day to fi1pport hhn as a cadet in the continental army, to commence 
the chy he j~ins the f.'lid army, and that he be al[o allowed the fun~ of 
so 1. to _be pmd him imn1ediately. · · .. 

The foregoing declaration was prefented to the Convention, nJaturely 
confidered, and uuanimoufly agTecd to. · ·. · 

A DECLAR,ATION ofthe DELEGA'TES depitted by thefoveral coz.tnties and 
corfmrations in the colony and domininn of Virginia to repre.fent th~m 111 ~enerCfl 

. Conventio~z, jetting forth the Cat!fe of their meeting., and the nece.[/tty of tmmed:­
a_te?y pr~ttmg. the country into ajJOjiure of defence, for the better protec.'lzon ofthezr 
lzves, lzbertzes, mul properties. . . • . · ' 

T HE advantag.rcs_ refitltin<r from the wifeft inflitutwns, and the prtce ~f a_ll 
fublnnary ct~joymcnts~ are befi: to be efi:lmatc~ from their lois or dnnt­

n.ution. By this accurate fcalc, we arc taught to wetgh tl~e -~any b]e{l)ngs >~1,e­
rn:cd .to tlits once happy country from 0~1r excellent co~fhtuuon. So long as 
tlns w~s -maintained ot; itfl origin~! principles, and remained inviolate, all ~vas 
well With us; every t1ung flowed tn- a proper, peaceful channel ; all were qmct, / 
and at eafe. But) how great the .Cl1auge.l how dreadful the reverfe! 
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/The tim~s were, and. thefe not very difl:ant, when .the rept·dentc:tives of the ' 
. people, with much pleafttre met their governou·rs in General Aficmblv. In 
thde a[emhlies the gt·eatcfi I;at·moiiy prevailed, till a fatal change of minifl:erial 
fyfi:cms took place, A caufelefs, hafry diffolution, drove the rcprefentative 
body to the unhappy dilemma of either facriflcing the moH dlential intcrefls of 
theit· contHtucnts, or of meeting in General Convention, to affert and prefcrve 
them. · The u~1lucky ·incidents here alluded to are of pub lick notorie~y, and' · 
need not a }nrtlcular enumeration. · . . 
R~pe_ated prorogations of our Affembly, when the country was in the great­

eft chU:refs, remlered a Convention~ in the month of M:ll·ch lafr,. abfolutcly ne­
ce!fat·y. The delegates of the people then met in full Convention, the moll: 
numerous A!fembly that l.lad ever been known in tltis colony, taking a view of 
our unhappy fitnation · ctJnfiderinO' the country expofed to the moll: eminent · 
dangers, as well from invafions as'"'"'infurretl:ions ;· knowing its then dcfence1cf3 
.fia~e, and fedng no pt·ofpect·that opportunity would be giv.en t!1em in ?ener:11 
~fl;mbly to pt·ovide and guard again~ fuch e'aenfi~e evtls, Judp;ed 1t then· 
mdt~>enfithle duty to put the con?~rymto a poflure o_f d e_fence~ .. 'I_ hey recom­
mended a due atterition to the nuhtta law; but con(lClenng tins madequate to 
the purpofe, they fi1rther advifed the raiGng one or more vo!unteer comp<mies 
in each county. In all their t'ranfattions, however, a proper regard and refj>e<-'t · 
was ·paid to govermnent. · · 

In a fl10rt t ime afterwards, a- moll: extraordinary manreuvrc was exerted by 
the govemour to render this country frill more defencclefs, by remo\ in g our 
finall fi:ock of gunpowdei· fi·om the publick magazine, and ll:ripping of -their 
locks a great number of the pub lick arms. 1t is very remarkable, that this 
was done at a time wl~en .he acknowledged to l1ave received information that 
an in{tlrredion was apprehended in a ·neighbouring county. This, together · 
with his lordfhip 1s threats of emancipa,ting our Haves, and reducing to afl1es the 
principal city in this colony, added to the ma~y abr~ing accounts received 
from the tiorthern colc)n~es, could ,not but exCite the Jealouftes, and awaken 
the fears, of the people. . · • 

_The country, by thefe means, bemg thrown mto a ferment, ;tnd there being 
little ground of hope that the Affembly would. be called, it was thought. acl vif­
able that a General Convention 010uld be f]>ecdtly held, to take under their con­
fideration the , ftate of the colony. The 1-?\overnour, however, on receipt of 
defpatches from England · was pleafed to iflue his proclamation f.or convenit-1g 
the General Afiembly, The de!ign of calling a Convention was d1~n laid _a fide, 
in hopes that matters might, in another place, he fettled and adJull:cd m the 
ufual mode. The pr~cecdings of th~Houfe of Bur~ef~es, the governour':s 

.· ......... 



conduct to·wards them; his withdrawi~g from tlle 'feat of his government' and 
taking up his refidence ·on board one ofhis majefl:y 1s !hips of war, tlJe many 
obfi:ruCl:ions given by his lordO:tip to' ·the hufinefs of the A!lembly, arid his deter­
mined refolution to render abortive thofe very meafures he had recomn1.encled, 
are faithfully and impartially fubmitted to the publick, in a pamphlet publi!h-
eJl'by or.der of the I-Ioufe of Burgeifes. · 

The t\\'o other branches of our legiilatnre, his majefty's Council and the Bur..; 
gefles, . fin'cling that his lordfhip had .refilled their joint and moft cameH- entrea­
ties, and that he was refr>lved not to return to the: duties of his ilation, adjourn­
ed thcmfclves to the month of OCtober next. 

The goveruour flill .continuing on board the man of war, if his former con ... 
duet, his repeated and horrible threats,. his· at leaH: connivance at the detention of 
fome 9f onr Haves on board the fame fhip, and a 1 too well-grounded report of 
l1is having folicitcd troops to be {ent amongl\: us, . fome of which are now arriv­
ed, could have left a doubt of his hoflile intentions towards this country, the 
hurrying his moH: amial>le lady and his children acrofs the 'Atlantick, under a 
frivolous and groundlefs pretence of their being in danger amongfi: a people . 
by whom they were oniverfally efteemed and rcfpeCted ,. holds _out t() us an irre~ 
frag;abl(! proof of his. fix_ed deteL~mination to do this unhappy country every iu­
jury in his power. 

Under . tbefe embarraffments, feeing an unufual refort of {hips of war and 
other m·m~d vef1Cls in our harbours, knowing the threats ofone of their com­
manders; m fhort, when exp0fed to fuch accumulated dangers, what could 
be expeCted of this country! That we !hould {it fupinely down, and tuffer the 
vie'ws and machinatiolils of an arb\trary relet1tlefs minifl:ry to be carried into ex­
ecution, without oppotition or controul? The jnfl:ice due to this communityr 
every motiv~ t.o publick virtue, confpire in ~orbidcling it. We .iherefoi·e, de~ 
puted fot· dus I~portant purpofe, have met m General Co?.ventwn, and t~:ken 
mto our moft fcnous conbcleration the ftate of the colony • . Smce our affembhng, 
we have received ~uthentick intelligence of the remorfelefs _fnry wit!l which ge­
neral Gag;e and ~us.coadjutors are endeavouring to fpread ~r~, fa~me, and the · 
moft hornd defo.\~uon, throughout a fi{ter colony; of then· mfidwus and cruel -
attemp.t;~ : t? ftir tip tl~e barbarous Hwages agai1,1f1 t1~e inha,bitants on.the frc)nt.iers 
of the'qtfferent colomes. We have feen a declaration of the Contmental Con­
gt·efs,':\~:hi.ch proves the neceflity of an immediate preparation for our fecurity~ 
by putting this whole country into a full fl:ate of defence, both againfl: invafions 
and infitrreCtions. In the prefent untoward and difl:refsful fituation of our affairs, 
and the better to preferve the peace and o·ood order of the community, we 
are farther driven to the . very 'llif<tgreeabJe neceflity :of hlpplyiug the prefent 
~ant of government, by app~inting proper guardians of the rights and liberties-of 
onr country. But, left our views and defigns Lhould be mifreprefcnted ov mif~, 
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E R R A T A. 
·Page 4th. After Henry Field, read, and Hem·y Pmd!eton: . 
Page ~4th. line 6th. lnfteaclofjinte oftbe coiOJZy, rcad1 [aid ordilt41tcc.~ 
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