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PROCEEDINGS

CONVENTION-of DELEGATES.

T a convention of delegates from the countics and corporations
in the colony of Virginia, atthe town of Richmond, in the county

£ Henrico, on Monday the 17th of Fuly, 1775

P R E s E N 7
The Homn. Peyton Randoelph, efquire, for the city of 77 illiamsburg.
ohn Walker, and Charles Lewis, efquires, for Albemarle.
Tohn Tabb, and John Winn, efquires, for Amelia. .
William Cabell, junior, and Jofeph Cabell, efquires, for Amber/t.
gamuc) I‘/I"D,OW?H) and Thomas LCW_’iS, John Harvie, and George
TLootes, clquires, for Augufla. - ’
Jobn Talbot, and (}harkss Lynch, efquires, for Bedford.
Tohn Bowyer, ?fqtllre, for Bozetourt.
Frederick Maclin, and Henry Tazewell, efquires, for Brunfwick,
ohin Nicholas, and Robert Bolling, efquires, for Buckingbam.
‘nobert Rutherford, and Adam Stephen, efquires, for Berkeley.
ames Taylor, and VVil‘liam Woodford, clquires, for Caroline.
willian Acrill, and Benjamin Harrifon, jun.' elquires, for Charles City.
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Paul Cunringten, and Ifaac Read, efquires, for Charlosre.
Archibald Cory, and Pepjamin, Watkips, efquires, for Cheflerficld.
Henry Tield, };:m;@”{”’”f 111'??%?': fﬁuéf"%ff;ﬁ'gﬁ% . ’ ﬁ /
William Fleming, and John Blayo, elguires, for Cumberland, i
Jobu Banifter, and John Ruflin, efguires, for Dinwiddie.
Jonathan Clarke, efquire, for Duumore. '
‘Henry King, and Worlich Weltwood,: efguires, for Elizaberh Ciry. |
Meriwcther Smiith, clquire, for Effox. ‘ é
Charles Broadwater, and George Mafon, efquires, forF airfax. 2
Thownas Marfhall, and' James Scott, efquires, for Fauguier.
Ifanc Zane, cfquire, ‘and Charles M. Thrifton, clerk, for Frederick.
William Chrifiian, and Stephen Trige, - elquires, for F i”m,/}/b’-
Lewis Burwell, efguire, for Gloucefier.
John Wood(on, and Thomas Mann Randolph, efquires, for Goochland.
‘P«Iiaajah Waikins, efguire, for Halifax. ; .
James Mercer, cfquire, for Hampfbire. . .
]‘o_hn Syme, and Garland Anderfon, efguires, .{-'or Hanovet.
Richard Adams, and Richard Randolph, efquires, for Hewrico. .
Robert C. Nicholas, and William Norvell, efquires, for Fames Cizy.
John S, Wills, and Jofiah Parker, clquires, for Ijle of Wight.
Jofeph Jones, and William Fitzhugh, efquires, for King George.
George Brooke, and George Lyne, efquires, for King & Queen.
Carter Braxton, and William Aylett, cfquires, for King William.
James Selden, and Charles Carter, efquires, for Lazcafier.
Francis Peyton, and Jofiah Clapham, efquires, for Loudoun.
Thomas Johnlon, and Thomas Walker, elquires, for Lowifa.
David Garland, and Thomas Tabb, efquires, for Lunenburg.
James Montague, eclquire, for Middlefex. _
Robert Burton, and Bennett Goede, e{quires, for Mecklenburgs
Andrew Meade, and James Murdeaungh, elquires, for Nmzfe;;zo;m’. "
Burwell Baflett, and Bartholomew Dandridge, efquires, for New
Kent. ‘ ' '
Thomas Newton, and Jantes Holt, .c{'quires,\ for Norfolk county.
Peter Prefley Thornton, and Rodham Kenner, elquires, for Nor~.
tLumberland. . : ,
Thomas Barbour, clquire, for Orange, :

¥
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Robert Lawfon, and William Ribb, efguires, for Prince Edward.
Richard Bland, and Peter Poythrefs, ei‘q'uires, for Prince Gc’m‘gf-
William Robinfon, efquire, for Rrincefs Ame. ‘ &
Ienry Lee, and Thomas Blackburn, efguires, for Prz'ﬂa.’ Williau,
Robert Wormeley Carter, clijuire, for Richmond.

Edwin Gray, efguive, for Southampros. '

George Stubblefield, and Mann Page, jun. efguires, for Spotfylvania.

Charles Carter, and Thomas Ludwell Lee, efquires, for Stafford.
Alle? Cocke, and Nichuiasl*’au]con, efquires, for Sm'ry{ '
D'\wd Mafon; and Henry Gee, ciquires, for Suffex.
"",‘)V.lnlalll Langhorne, efyuire, tor 17arwict.
Lichard Lee, and John A. W afhington, efquires, for 77 cftmoreland.

Judley Digges, and Thowmas Nelfon, efquires, for 2ork.

Champion Travis, efquire, for Fameflown.

Jofeph Hutchings, efquire, for Norfolk borough.

The Hon. Peyton R;'zficlolp/}, efquire, was nnanimonfly clected prcﬁ«-
dent of this Convention, and mr. Fobu Tazewell clerk.

__ Refolved, that this Convention will obferve, in their debates and
Proceedings, the fame rules and orders as are eftablifhed in the Houle
of Burgefles of this colony. '

Rc/olfuf:'d, that the rey. Miles Selden be appeinted chaplain to this
Convention, and that he be defired to read prayers every morning at

8 o'clock; and alfo to preach a fermon on Thurfiday next, being the

day recommended by the General Congrefs to be kept as a folemn faft.
' ‘ " Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock. ‘ '

s )
T U E S D A Y, JuLy 18, r149vs.
On a motion made, ' 5
Refolved HAT this Convention will. immediately refolve itfelf
y into a committee to take into confideration the ftate
The Convention -accordingly refolved itfelf into the
and after fome time {pent therein, mr. Prefident re-
and mr. Bland l-eportcd, that the commiﬁec ].md
had under theiy confideration the ftate of the co]oily, but not having

time to go through the fame, had direlted him to move for leave to
fit again. '

i

of the colony.
faid Committee s
{fumed the chair,

B
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Refolved, that this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into?
comuiittee, to take vnder their farther confideration the flate of the
colony, "

A petition of William Preflon,  gentleman, f{urveyor of I im‘(lﬁl‘?
county, fetting forth, that early in the month of 4pril laft he had r¢”
cetved inflructions from lord Liunsmore to furvey lands in the uninbd”
qulted parts of this colony, agreeable to a proclamation his lordthip hat,-
Jaft then iffued,- and which was under the confideration of the Jat§
Couvention; but as there was then no final determination refpedting
1t, he apprehended the fame was tacitly allowed, to prevent difput?®
among the firk fettlers of fuch lands. That he gave directions to b¥
affitants to furvey a finall diftriét of land each, until it could be know?.
what report the committee appointed by the laté Convention wou“li
make. That he hath given the ftrongeft affurances no furvey fhould
be returned, wunder the faid inflructions, without the approbation Of'i
the Houfe of Burgefles, or this Convention; yet that many perfor’®
were difpleafed with his conduct, not knowing the motives on whid!
he acted. And praying, that this Convention will take the fameunde

their moft ferious confideration ; as nothing is farther from his mtent?.

ons than to carry into execution any minifterial inftructions contrary

to the chartered rights or real intereft of his country, let the confe’
quence be what it will to his family or private emolument.

Alfo a petition from the committee of Fincaftle county, complaining
that. furveys had been made in confequence of lord Duummore’s procla”
mation and inftru@ions, contrary to the ancient ufage of  taking uy.
lamd§ in this col()ny’ which were likely to be the occafion of much
confufion and litigation; and praying the'advice of this Convention, iny
the premifes, were {everall prefented to the Convention, and read:

Ordered, that the faid petitions be referred to mr. Nicholas, mr. Blandy
mr. Cary, mr. Mercer, my, Lewis, mar. Jones, mr. Carrington, mii

I{OO.IC’J‘, and mr. Thomas W 4ber ; and that they inquire into the.alle’
gations thereof, and re

1 port the {ame, with their opinion therenpon
to the Convention. : ‘

i

Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock.

 ——— T
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WEIEDNESDAY, JuLyIg 1775

Refolved, P TﬁAT the vev. Charles Minn Thrufion b., dchrcd to. 1c*1d

3 praycers to ‘this Conveﬂgwn, and to szu:.h tf)—xnox TOW,

in the room oi the rev. Miles Selden, who is at prc{ent‘mdn{'po{éd. |
The order of the day being read, the Convention refolved itfelf into

a committee to take into their farther confideration the ftate of the
colony ; and after fome-time {pent therein, mr. Prefident refamed the

chair, and mr. Bland reported, that the committee had had the fame’

under their confideration, and had come to a refolution thereon, which
he read in his place, and then delivered it in at the clerk’s table,
where the fame was again twice read, and agreed to, as follows:
Refolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that a fuflicient
armed force be immediately raifed and embodied, under proper offi-
cers, for the defence and protection of this colony.

Ordered, that mr. Bland, mr. Roberz Carter Nicholas, mr. Mercer,

mr. Fones, mr. Ggo,-ge Mafon, mar. Rootes, wur. Stephen, mr. Zane,
mr. Banifter; mr. Blackburn, wor. Thruflon, mr. Thomas Ludwell Lez,
mr. Braxton, mr. Nelfin, mr. Woodford, wr. Henry Lee, and mr.
Chriftian, do prepare aad bring in an ordinance purfuant to the faid
refolution. v .

-,R‘_’/;’/’Uc’d, that this. Convention will again refolve itfelf into a com-=
mittee, on Friday next, to take into their farther confideration the
ftate of the colony. -

Adi ned dll Friday, 9 o’clock,
F R I D A Y, JuLy 21, 1%

HE prefident laid before the Convention a letter from 7/1?7-1:3; Wood,
efq

to ‘ie on the table, for the perufal of the members,

. he Proceedings at a treaty Jately concluded with the Indians at
Pztmbzng,

county of Augufta, were laid beforé the Convention, and read.
Ordered,

at the faid proccedings’and refolutions be referred to the-

committee appotnte
and emb

colony.

d to prepare and bring in an ordinance for ralﬁng
odying a fufficient force for the defence and protection of this

; on the fubje of [ndian affairs; which wasread, and ordered

together with feveral refolutions of the committee for the



oo tes1 |

A petition of fandry perfons, frecholders of the county of Berkele
complaining of an undue eledtion and return of mr. 74,
ferve in this Convention for the county of Berkeley, and alfo the pro'%
ceedings of the committee of the faid county relating thereto, wert
prefented to the Convention, and read. ‘

Ordered, that the faid petition and proceedings be referred to mn
nggﬁ’f,' mr. Robert Carrer ]\706-/)0[‘,”’ mr. B/tmd, . Cﬂl‘}’, Hll’~_70;1b’f’
wr. Braxror, mr. Firzbugh, wr. Carter of Stafford, war. Carter of
Lancafler, mt. Carrington, wor. Nelfon, mr. David Mafon, wor. Baffett
mr. Dandridge, mr. Holt, wr. Henry Le‘c, miv. Richard Lee, mav. Mercery
mr, Fleming, mr. Page, and mr. M‘Dowell; and they are to éxaminé
the matter thereof, and report the fame, together with their opinion
therecupon, to the Convention. , ‘

Refolved, that eleven of the faid committee
to proceed on bufinefs. A o

Refolved, that it be an inflrution to the committee appointed t¢
prepare and bring in an ordinance, for raifing and embodying %
fufficient force for the defence and proteétion of this colony, that they|
receive a claufe, or claufes, for the pay and fupport of the forces fo t0
be raifed. : o g

Ordered,” that mr. Marfhall, mr. szdr:’dge,» and mr. Rutherford, bE
added to the fAid committee. - -]
L Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock.

AXTRED

S AT U R D A Y, Jury ‘22, 1775
ICHARD BLAND, cfg; a member of this Convention, and on¢
of the deputies appointed to reprefent this colony in General
Congrefs, informed the Convention, that certain falfe and {candalons
veports, highly refleCting on him in his pub.lick character, - had beer
pmpagated; to wit, that he had made apphcatipn to the earl of Dart
“mouth, or, fome: of the miniftry, for an appointment to colleét the
taxes impofed on America by parliament; and that, asan mducemeﬂ?
to them to grant the fame, had promifed to promote the defigns ©
the miniflry againft this country; and alfo, that his conduét in Genera

Congrefs had been fuch that he was obliged fuddenly to decamp from
the city of Philadelphia. | : “

i Siephén 10

e

be a fufficient numbe!
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That he had ferved as a member of the General Aﬂf%.:mbl y for upwards’
of 30 years, and héped the part he h;\d always p}}bhckiy .tzﬁ.‘gen wou‘;'d.
have {ecured him, “in his age, froni an imputation fo injurious to his
character. That be earneftly requefted a full and pubhck inquiry {lrould
be made into the truth of the faid reports, and that the rev., Szzmz'zcl,
Sheild the rev. Fobn Hurt, and Samuel Quverton and Fofeph :‘S‘mzl’/)
who, . he underftoed, had propagated the faid reports, fhould be

fummoned to attend the faid inquiry ; and that every other perfon
who had heard any thing

»f the faid reports would alfo attend, that
the fulleft examination might be made into the truth thcre,of-. .

Refolved, that this Convention will, on Friday next, examine into
the trath of the reports mentioned in the faid information.

Ordered, that mr. Thomas Claiborne be appointed meflenger to this
Convention, and ‘that he fummon the rev. Saimel Sheild, an.d Lo vev,
Fobn Hurt, and Samuel Overzon and Fofeph Smith, to attend this Conven-
tion on Friday next. ’ ' . ]

Ordered, that mr. Travis be added to the committee appomted to
P.repare and bring in an OI‘diD'ilIlCC fot' raiﬁng and :mbodying a’fufﬁCiellt
force for the defence of this colony. : , '

Adir)urned till Moﬂil'{ly’ 9 O;CIO‘Ck-

T R S %
M OND A Y, Juiy 24, 1995, ‘

HE prefident laid before the Convention a letter juft reccived from
the deputies appointed to reprefent this colony in General Con-
grefs, enclofing feveral refolutions and proceedings of the General

Congrefs; which were read , and ordered fo lie on the table.
On a motion made, ’

- Refolved, that no flour, wheat, or other grain, or provifions of
any kind, be exported from this colony, to any part of the w.vorld,
from and after the fifth day of Augnft next, until the Convention or
A{Temb]y, or the Honourable the Continental Congrefs, fhall order
otherwife; that no quntiticé of the faid articles, more than are
- neceflary for (e ufe of the inhabitants,  be brought to, collected, or
ftored, in the towns, or other places, upon or near the navigable
waters; that the refpediive county’ committees be direcled to take




‘the faid volunteers,
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care that this refolve be effeGually carried into execution; and that

all contracts made for the fale and delivery of any fuch articles for

exportation, between this time and the tenth day of Seprember next,
be confidered as null and void. &

Ordered, that mr. Thomas W alker be added to the committee appointed
to prepare and bring in an ordinance for raifing and embodying a

fuflicient force for the defence and protection of this colony,

. Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock,

: T U E S D A Y, Jurya2s5 1775
Ordered THAF mr. Cary, wr. William Cabell, mre Bafferr, mr.
3 Harvey, wr. Clarke, wmr. Lewis, mr. Peyion, it
Fobu Nicholas, and mr. Carrington, be added to the committee appointed
to prepare and bring in an ordinance for raifing and embodying a fuf-

ficient force for the defence and protection of this colony.

A memorial of the committee for the county of Cheflerfield was pre-
fented to the Convention, and read; f{etting forth, that doubts had

-arifen whether the volunteers raifed for the defence of this colony were

under the command of the officers of the militia, which were likely
to be productive of many inconveniencies, and praying that the fame
may be taken into confideration, and that fuch regulations may be
made therein as will beft anfwer the defign of the Convention in raifing

Ordered, that the faid memorial be referred to the confideration of
the committee appointed to prepare and bring in an ordinance for raif
ing and embodying a {ufficient force for the defence and protection of
this colony. : : |

The committee to whom the late treaty with the different tribes of
Indians at Pitrshurg, together with feveral refolutions of the committee
on the Weflern Waters of Aygufta county, were referred, reported,
that they had had the fame under their confideration, and come to the
following refolutions:

Refolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the commit'_
tee of the county of Augufia have acdted with the greateft propriety anc
prudence, and that the expenfes of the treaty, and the money -ad:

_vanced in prefents to the Indians, ought to be reimburfed by the publick
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. : that two compa-

lved, that it is the opinion of this com.r’n ltte(i,ht with all conve-
niicﬁ-zge’hundrcd men cach, befides officers, Tllx%l c’ompany, of one
nient {ij’éed, to be ftationed at Pimlzmg; fon\eu(;en .. Fz'ﬂc‘ﬂﬁ/ﬁ’, at
hundred men, at Point Pleafant ; twenty ,n(/le 1 men be ftationed at
the mouth of 7 celing; and that one -l?unﬂ::( wote@un of the ik,
Proper pofts in the count » of Fi}l[’ﬂjl/e,‘ rOr ; 1f1 e of thie troops to-be
bitants on the foutlbweﬁern frontiers, exclu %V, antry. ‘

' defence of the lower parts of th? C(:d tinie, were agreed
The faid refolutiog S being {'evemlly read a ﬁ-C_QI- :
to by the Convention.

‘ot be ted to the
' hi tion be prefen
R"ﬁ/‘v@d, that the thauks of this Conven
Committee op t

. 4 or their great prudence
he 17, eftein Waters of /_f’ugzﬁd, df(?éciﬁnggthe h}; portant
in condu@ring the treaty with the Indians, an '
fort a¢ Pittsbyry, ‘

| ick e S for brin ing
Ordered, that Patrick Kirk be paid as a publick exprefs for oy

: dingsrelatin ‘thereto,
Caty with the Indians, and other précce ingsr &
to_this Convention.

L ient force for
roteion of s lony b e ccmt force fo
the defence and Protection of this colony be a e 1
CCCd on bllﬁneﬁ. s ; . n Ordinallce t() ll'lake 1}].0‘3

rdcred, that leave be given to brn;lg n:i&h lately drawn out into
s [ the ix T b e epar
aying the expenfes of . that mr. Zane do prepare
actyal fervice, and for paying the fame; and S
and ‘brlng inl thel faid o};’-din.a nce-to bring in an ordinance for reg}ﬂatmg
I'acre that €ave be oiven C o : al counties an
the election of de]egatesgand comm:tteescfor tlllflfcvl‘;lz_;;;mmr. Wat-
2 . rat mr. CGary, C 5 .
1 this colony ; and tha . epare and brin
sy Lawf,, mr, ]%;,;y;,;‘, and mr. Banifler, do prepare an g
in the fame | . ' the.
e Ly e clerk to 4
Ordered, thqy mr., William Dandridge, - e “Pp(ﬁtfie for raifing
Committee Appointed o prepare and bring in ap Ol’dl tedtion of the
and embodying 2 fufficient force _for'the defenice an pro
Colony.

- Adjourned €ill Thurfday, o o’clock, -

.




T H U R 8§ D A'Y, Jury 27, 1775 i O
re g AT this Convention will to-tuorrow refolve itfd R
Ref: )”,W‘i’ into a committce to take under confideration the ‘Idt‘“
ftate of the colony. "
Ordered, that the letter from the deputies appointed to reprefent f?“’
colony in General Congrefs, together with the papers enclofed therel |
be referred to the faid committee. - ' £ ra“
The committee to whom the petition of fundry inhabitants of the ?}5‘
county of Berkeley was referred reported, that they had had the 1:1111@‘ Ut
under their confideration, agreed upon a report, and come to a rel®| ]
lution thereuixnu which was read, :11.1(1 att‘erwards delivered tn at €1 %
clerk’s table, where the fame was egain twice read, and agreed to by
the Convention, as follows: : . n “&d
It appears to your committee, thnt‘col. Adam Stepben, with the M“
approbation of {ome of the committee of the c:)}mty 9f Berkeley, caufe &'I '
notice to be given, appointed a day for the election of delegates to reprﬁ’c ‘:“?
fent the faid county in General Convention, and tllflt {uch notice “”,‘; ;3
publifhed about ten days before the day of clection, but was no| &
generally- known by the inhabitants of the faid county ; it appearing fo "
your committee, that the inhabitants of two precinéts of the ﬁ*“‘ 4;
county were almoft wholly unacquainted therewith, and therefor?|.
did not attend on' the day of election. It alfo appears to your co%
m'.ittCC; that col. Adam Stephen, who was commander in chief of V|
faid county, had, previous to his appointing the day of election ’ {
delegates, ordered a general mufter of the militia on the fame d'&}"’, !
at which a confiderable number of people attended, and were exel f
Ci.fcd and kept under arms for feveral hours, and were then march® | |
directly to the courthoufe, and proceeded immediately, to vote
dg‘lcgqtes to reprefent the (id county in General Convention. |
‘Rc/ol‘ucd, th‘at it is the opinion of this committee, that the eleﬁ’m},
of delegates for the county of Berkeley was irregular, and that fb; 0
freeholders of the {aid county, after due and 1‘Eg111a1' notice be?ly

publickly given, ought to proceed to 2 new election of delegates Ui
reprefent them 1n General Convention.

» eagy I8 y ' . . 5 I 5 e
A letten {1.0m Quconoflota, the great Indian warriour, was laid pefof
the Convention, and read, '




Ordered, thatthe ﬁﬁd letter, together wif:‘n the oth'er pap_ers f;gl:\fi‘."e
o Indian affairs, be referred to the comiuitice appointed to take into
sonfideration the ftate of the colony, il

' Adjourned tll to-morrow, g 0°€ClOCK.

. ; T AR T ?_ ~—‘-775 ‘
F R I D A Y, Juory 20 1775
Bedarad IEAT wr. David Mafoir, and mr. Reade, be added to
rdered,

the committee appointed to piepare a{u} }32“1113,' ?1 an
ordinance for raifing and embodying a fuilicient {orce for the deience
and protection of this colony. i g
The Convention, according to the order of the day, went mto an
examination of the reports faid to have been 1?1-01‘>agatcd.t9 the preju-
dice of Richard Blard, cfiy; a member of this Qonvent1c3n,ﬁand oifc
of the deputies appointed to reprefent this colony' in General uongx:cus:
and, after examination of the rev. Samuel :S’/Je}/.d, z}nd the rev. Fobn
Hure, and many other witnefles, and a full inquiry into the ﬁu.ne, do
find the faid reports to be utterly faife and g?'roundl‘efs, and tending ne
only to injure the faid Richard Bland in his publick character, but to
prejudice the glorious caufe in which America is now embarked.
Refolved unanimoufly, that this Convention do confider it as their

duty to bear to the world their teftimony that the faid Richard Blasd
hath manifefted himfelf the friend of his country,

:  coun and uniformly ftood
forthvan able afferter of her rights and liberties.

Ordered, that the prefident be defired to tranfinit a copy of the pro-
ceedings of this Convention, relative to the faid inquiry, tothe General
Congrefs. ' :
“On the motion of mr. Bland, “
Ordered, that it be an initruction to the Committee of C'orrefi)ondcncc
that they alfo tranfinit a copy of the faid proceedings to Arthur Lee
efg; in London, and requeft him to make ftric inq_lﬁlf'y foor T ﬁiltllOl',S
“n%ll""’})ﬁgatOI's of the faid reports in Englang. : e
o s pnt 12 befor the Convnion & It rom the i
that they had re{‘elvc1 ‘ \ & inlorming the Convention,

d, immediately, to f{ecur

: ¢ all the publick monies
in the hands of the receiver-general, I

naval officers, and other collec-
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7 y ; .
tors for his majefty; that they had fent out detachments for that
purpofe; and defirmg the opinion of the Convention relative theret®
as they fhould cheerfully fubmit to their determination on the fubject
Refolved, that, this Convention will immediately refolve itlelf into

comiittee to take the {aid letter into confideration.

The Convention accordingly refolved itfelf into a committee; a?
after fome time {pent therein, "mr. Prefident refumed the chair, 29|
me. Bland reported, that the committee had the letter from the offices

of the velanteer companics in Williamsbw ¢ under their confideratio®
- and had come to a refolution thercu-p(m, which he read in his plact

and delivered in at the clerk’s table, where the fame was again tv&‘ick
read, and agreed to, as follows: ’

4

. Refolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the proceed'
mgs of the officers of the volunteer sompanies in 7 illiamsburg, " me?
tioned in their letter to the Convention, though they arofe from tht
l%ci’c" niotives, cannot be approved, and that they be required to def¥
ﬁrom carrying their refolutions into execution. ;

~ The order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf i

1ito &
committee on the ftate of the colony, being read, - '
Refolved, that this Convention will tormorrow refolve itfelf into ¥
ﬁ\igl committee, - - : ' s
. Adjonrned till to-motroxv, ¢ o’clock.

SR M e ’
S AT U R DAY, Juory 29 1775 f
HE order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into?
1y comimnittee on the ftate of the colony, being read, :
- IKe

[olved, that this Convention will on Monday next refolve itfe
the {aid committee.

On a motion made,

1f intg

Refolved, that the feveral infpectors of this colony be direéted
preferve the trafly  tobaceo at their refpeétive infpections, for the

purpofe of making faltpetre; and that they deliver the fame, whe?
required, - to fuch perfon, or

perfons, as may be appointed for th‘“
purpofec by the committee of the county. = : , ,
" Refolved, that the fCVeral"infpe&ors of the publick warchoufes V7

this colony do, fome time before the laft of Auzifl next, and afid

&
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advertifing the fime in’ the publick papers, at therwarehq-g(és, and s>
the courthoufes of their refpeéiive counties, fcll, for ready money, nll
transfer and other tobacco, which may have laid one year in their
refpediive warchoufes, and pay the money arifing frgxn-fuch fale, as
the law direts, : e : _ -

Refolved, that the chairman of the committees of the feveral counties

do, without delay, procure all the faltpetre and fulphur which may
be had, '

: ‘and. that the fame be paid for by the publick; and it is
carneftly

recommended to all’ perfons in this colony to be aflifting in
Procuring thofe neceffary articles, and cheerfully to deliver to the faid
n what they ﬁ]day have in their families, ‘except {0 much as
flary for medicinal purpefes. g ,.

: Adjourned till Monday, .9 o’clock.

) ,Wmmmmmmmm . '- N
M 0O'N D A Y, Jury 31, 1775+ .
ay, for the Convention to refoive itfelf mnto a
flate of the colony; being read,

this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into the
COmmittee, S :

chairia

Committee on the

‘ . ¥
. . . ’
Adgjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o'clock.

T T AR TR ‘

PET?TI(I)J Es b a Y, AUGUST. o 1775- i
A" . N and remonfirance from the merchants of the bor oug:,h

of Norfolp, and alfo inflructions from the committee of the faid
quugh totheir deleagtes in Convention, fetting forth the great hard-
DS and inCOnVcniex?cies to which they fhould be reduced by the re-
fohl.non entered into by this Couvention for ftopping the exportation of
%{21? and Provifiens after the fifth day of this month, and pr;xying that
read:\}ne. might be refci-r;ded,, was px"efentcd to the Convention; and

‘O?’dered

)

» that the fig petition and remeonfirance, together with the

he Qop. 2B, do lie on the table. , | .+ i
R "Nvention, then, according to the order &f the day, refolved
itlelt into  ¢opy,, ;

ake into confideration ate of the colbmy s -
and after B ake on the ftate of w3

t therein, wmr. Prefident refumed ‘the chair,
» -that the committee had had the ftate of the,

'
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celony under their confideration, - but not having time to go throngh
v - . ~ i L2 = <
the fame, had direéted bim to.move for leave to fit again
N . ~ 5 % >, e =2 ' 3

Refolved, . that this Conventicn will, on Thet fday next, refolve itfel
mto a comunittee to take lato their farther confideration the fate of
the colony. . 4 4
: ; “Adjourned tﬂlg’l‘mﬁ!ay, 9 o’clock.

T H U R S b A T, Auvetsr g ty7s.
PETITION from the committee of the county of Northampron, con!

. plaining of the great hardthips and inconveniencies to which’ the,
inhabitants of their county would bf’ particular] y expoled by the refe
lution entered into by this Cox‘n_zenuon for ftopping the exportation ol
grain and provifions after the fifth duy.of' this month, - and praying that!.
they might have liberty to export their gra.in till the tenth of Seprem
ber; agreeable to the refolutions of the Continental Congre(s, was pre-
fented to the Convention, andread. ) “

Ordered, that the f[aid petition do lie on the table. :

A letter from the commiittee of the borough of Norfolk, informinyg ™
the Convention of the arrival of troops from .Sr. Auguftine, about fixty
in number, under the command of one captain and two lieutenants;
that they bad learned, from good authority, another veflel, with
more forces, might be hourly expected; that at prefent they were
under no apprehentions from the troops, but found exceeding bad]
cffedts antong the flaves from the neighbourhood of the men of war,|
which they had great reafon to believe would be very much increafed
by the arrival of thefe troops. ‘ ‘

Alo a letter fiom the officers of the volunteer companies in # illi-}
amsburg, requefting that fome certain ]ine.for their conduét might be!
" laid down, left, in their zeal to {erve their country, they might pre-|
cipitate their countrymen into ‘unneceflary calz_\.mit}es; ipﬁ)rming the|
Convention, that the governour’s cutter had carried off’a number o
flaves belonging to private gentlemen, and that they thounght it high
time to eftablifih the-do&rine of reprifal; thé}t one Phillips commandc.
an ignorant diforderly mob, in direét oppofition to the meaiures of this
country, and they W.lﬁle.d to crullx fuch attempts in emb‘ryo, and ttf
take every advantage a kind providence might make them mafters of’

7 "‘“' .
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acknawledgjng the execution of the meafures they had formerly Taid
be‘fore the Convention, theugh ever {o proper, ought firf to have re-
cived the fan&ion of this Convention; that they ftood reproved for their
too precipitate condudt on that occafion, and held themftlves in rea- -
INEls to execute any infirudiions the Convention fhould be pleafed to
give, at the expc‘nf'e of life and fortune; were laid before the Con-
venton, and read, T ‘ e %
- tﬂ{ OLIUH"', that thefaid 1Ctt€i‘5 e referred to the committee appointed
The C“O Con.ﬁdemuon l:h;* r‘;azz;e of the colony. R
ithel f‘int:?;’ent}on then, according to' the order of the day, refolved
Prefidens 1::{(;: faid conumittee ; and after {fome time ‘ﬁ)ent therein, nr.
Thittee g Ilc umed Fhe chair, and mor. ]_’f/oz;zd rg‘porte@, thfxt the cOn?f
of Ehe ‘c(;lﬁ » according to order, ‘had under their (?OI’I‘IdCI:thxOH the ftate
ireqed ]0}1)’, but not having time to go through the fame, had di-
7ol him to move for leave to it again, - ey o
¢folved, that this Gonvention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

| fojllmlttee to take into their farther confideration the ftate of the”colouy.
Adiourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock. Sy

F‘ R I D A Y, Aucust 4, 1775. ‘

_ 'O/'z.z’ered, HA'T the petition and remonftrance from the borough

the faid T, of Norfolk, L;h.e inflructions ﬁ'dm_ the committgé of’
oF Myreh ‘lougn, and the petition from ti}c committee of the cotinty
config afﬂﬁrwz,’ be ;rcferrcd to-the cbln;111ttee appointed to take into
4 oration the ftate of the colony. : ' -
itrelf};'—‘n;Conv_e11‘tipr.1 then, accerding to the order of the day, re{'o]yed
fhent th:ra' Comm}““’ on'the f}?w of the CO}OHY ; and after fome time
that gy Cem, mr. Prefident reiugned the chair, and mr. B/amz.’ l‘epo'rged
ration th:;{lmute? had, according to order, had under their confide-
thereupoy :‘E;:Of the colony, ;.an‘d had come to feveral l"e.'{blutxoys
at the clerk’g tat:ICh he read in his place, and aftcfrwar‘ds delivered in
to, as folloys e, where lee fame were again tw‘ce_l‘ead, ey agrec d
of %”’:/;;‘;Z’: that the inflructions from the committee of the borough

’

<

and the petition from the committee of the county of

= [
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Northampron, ave decent and refpediful, and that they merit do¢
confideration. L 3
© Refolved, that the petition and remonfirance of the merchants aﬂd
traders of the borough of Nurfolk is indecent, highly refleéting on lhe‘
honour of the General Convention, and diredtly tending to deftrof
that neceflary confidence repofed by the good people of this celony if‘}
their reprefentatives, regularly deputed to guard and preferve th‘clfg
Juit rights and privileges. - B

Refslved, that the former refolution of the Convention, for reftrain’
ing the exportation of provifions, was not adopted with great hafto}
as unjuftly infinnated in the faid petition and remonfirance; but they
it was done on the matureft deliberation, amember of the Conventiof’
liaving given previous notice, that, at a fatare day, he intended t0!
move for fuch a refolation, the fubftance of which was fairly an E
candidly laid open for the confideration of the different members, and
the motion not made till feveral days after faoh notice. :

Refolved, that the merchants and traders of the borough of Norfolk:
being as properly and fully reprefented in the Convention as other]
parts of this colony, it is unrcafonable in them to expet, efpecially}
at this alarming crifis, that any imp{)l‘tant bufinefs, in which not only
this colony, but the whole continent, 1s effentially, and deeply interefled,
fhouald be fufpended till their particular opinions can be afked on' the!
fobje&t. | - . : 4
- Refolved, that although it is with' concern this Convention at any
timeadoptsrefolutions by which individuals may be materially affected, ,1(
yet it’ betomes their daty, as good citizens, ‘to acquiefce in fuchy
méafures as are calculated for the general publick weal. Cod

i

Refolved, that the refolution complained of was adopted on the!
{ulleft conviction of its ul.ility,"{'b\mdcd‘ on certain fadls, fomerof whicl:
th¢ Continental Congrefs, in all probability, could not be well
acquainted with; and that the Convention confider it as their indif
penfible daty to pwrlue fuch meafures as are neceflary, not only fof
their own fecurity, but that of the whele continent.

" Refolved, as the opinion of this commnittee, that the primary and
true defign of the refolution of the Continental Congrefs, in allewing
a frce export till the teath of Seprember next, could only be intended

H

i
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ot of a commifiion,
Refolved, that no perfon who ﬂmil accept of a o raifed,
0:*:(:01 0 command any of t!;e 1"‘;1‘:4*' forus h‘;"v 1 ; (:]“(my, be &
V’lucn may hereafter be raifed, for the defence of this coic ,

: b )1;0 r
onveniion, ©¢
pable of {1 itting or voting as a member of the Conv e ;11 the ¥
- ntinug
Cm“'m.m, or Committee of Rafcty, c’Ln ing his contmu ,‘
office:

. sointed to P

Ordered, that it be an infiradion to the comnit th‘ ?;)z;’s{‘ dcicg;}"

pare and bring in an ordinance, for rco ulating the L‘;'w “z fpant t0 W

and cemmittecs, that they receivea LLu“ , or clanfes, pu* ,
foregoing refolutions.

! a1 1 e ‘ ' ; 7 TEY 2
0721: c<} lz:z:) ltlh];cbc’ a call of the Convention on f;f'/e(;’ﬁc{;]ﬂ]bz "
iu’/olmﬂ that this Convention will immediately mefu’wy i

to the ¢ appointiment of officers to command the regular forces

for the defence and protedtion of this ¢ colony.

tely %
~ - C’!-“ i
Ordered, that the membe 's of this Convention do imw it Pw{.br' :
pare tickets to he put into the ballot box, with the name i

to command the fir ft re
Robert Capter Nichol,

and my, Dandy;, dze,
box,

01;6’1
egiment; which being accor dingly ? Law /
e, 3l
g5y Tt C/]M/C’I Carter of Lancafier, ;c
were 1ppo*1’tcd a committee to (:,-fm i;1]01 ity
I 1<
and lcport to the Convention upon whom tnf: icpmfe( ’
The committee then withdrew, and, after fome tmiﬁo‘{ and that !
they had, according to grder, examined the ballots
- number :{appeared as follows: . 41
1‘01 I‘Il/"/} Z\,f(;} cer, Cﬁl; - 40 ' /,
Patrich ]fcm Y, Cﬁ!' . ‘8 :
;Z;:O’;Z[IJ' N(,//‘O/ C{‘(}} - I)
illiam I/oo// ord, efq; Aercer OF 7y
The queftion bnm,, then paft ‘/,hmgacr the {'xxd Hszf o1l o AL
trick Heup {qmr upon w hom the }yreqtcﬁ npmbd . the 8 af’
Vi
ballot, ﬂmuld be "PPOmtcci to comnmand the faid regimen
utzr appeared in faygy, of Pairich Henry, elquire. G be appom
Refolved, they ¢fore,  that the faid Pariick Henry, €4
“colonel of the faid Geg regiment.,
mlhc Convention then Proceeded, in the fame manner,
: :
© Pointment of o colone 1 to command the fecond rep.mcnt

the bal
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pearing, from the report of the _C()mmit.tee appointed .th e':carfaine ﬂ'm‘
ballot box, that there was a majority in the Convention in favour of -
Thomas Nelfon, eflguire. - . '

Refolved, that the faid Thomas Nelfon, efy; be appointed colonel to
the {aid fecond regiment. ‘ | .

The Convention then proceceded, in the farae manner, to the ap- . -
‘Pointment of a colonel to command the third regiment; andit appear-
Ing, frow the report of the committee appointed to examine the bal-

Otbox, that the numbers ftood as follows:

For William Woodford, elg; - 44
William Chrijtian, elq; - 36
Hugh Mercer, efq; - 3

The queftion was then put, whether the laid William Woodford ox

Villiam Chriftian, on whom the greateft numbers fcll on the ballot,

hould be appointed to command the faid regiment, the majority ap-

S

—

T
V"

-ed colonel of the faid third regiment.

I)Cared in favour of Wz'l[itlmeooa{ﬁ)rd, efquirc.

Refolved therefore, that the aid William Woodford, efq; be appoint-

Wednefilay next. - '
A letter and depolfition upon the fubject of Indian affnirs were hid‘
before the Convention, and read. | ‘
Ordered, that the faid letter
the perufal of the members, : -
Ordered, that leave be given to bring in an ordinance for
delegrates of this and two former Conventions the {
Ill'lowed the Burgefies of this colony, and th
P*“E and bring in the fame.
me;ﬁ’flﬁfé that, this Conve.ntiondf)th nppla'u_c;l the zeal of th
i s and ;:olunteers in the city of /7 Z/)/l/lfmblu"g,
iWouyr . teep themfelves on the defenfive,
tempts of tle enean‘d v1gz-1]m.1cc - d‘l{CQVCr
, Rucs of this cownntry.
- Adjourncd till Monday, 9 o’clock,

Refolved, that the farther appointment of . officers be poftponed till

and depofition do lie on the table, for

r paying the
ame Wages Las8 are
at mr. Henry Lee do pre-

¢ gentle-
and do recom- -
exerting “their ut-
and defeat any hoftile at-
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M O N D A Y, Avcusr %, ‘17’75, ’

Refolved, AT thl.‘% Conventl(‘)n‘wﬂl. proceed on‘Frz':lzly next t0
) the appointment of deputies to reprefent this colony
1 General Congrefs, and that fuch appointment be made by ballot:

Refolved, that Fobn Neavill be directed to march with his company of
onz hundred men and take pofleflion of Forr Pirr, and that the fi
company be in the pay of this colony from the time of their marching/

Ordered, that Edward Sniggars be employed to furnith pro&iﬁons fb‘§
the forces under Fohn Neavill, directed to march to, and take pcﬁéiﬁw‘i
of, Fort Pitr. = . 1

Refolved, that it be an inftruction to the committee ordered to p¥
pare an ordinance for regulating the election of delegates and cot”
mittees, in the f{everal counties and corporations in this colony,
receive a claufe, or claufes, for {ettling the allowances to delegates i
future, and for their attendance at former Conventions,

Ordered, that thé commmittee appointed to prepare an ordinance fof
paying the delegates for their attendance, at this and two £rmer Cot¥
ventions, be difcharged from preparing fuch ordinance. =~ {

Refolved, that the Convention will on Thur/day next refolve itfelf int?
a committee, to take under their confideration the ftate of the colony*

Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock.
. Pl A AR Kt
T U E S D A Y, Avcust 8, 1775

LETTER from the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, elq; -prefident

of the Convention of the province of Maryland, in anﬁvc:r,tq 4
letter from the prefident of this Convention, enclofing the l'efol_utl"ﬂi
entered into the fourth day of Fuly laft,-to prevent the exportation ¢
flour, wheat, or other grain, or provifions of any kind, from th{;
colony, to any part of the world, from and after the fifth day of’ th/
month, was laid before the Convention, and ?cad; and it anpem:mg}
that the Convention of Maryland will not come nto a fimilar reiolutwﬂé
and that the good purpofes intended by the faid refolution cannot bs
clfected without a general agrecment of t}le _nelgl}bou‘rmg pm.vmgeﬂ”

Refolved, therefore, that the above-mentioned refolution of th}s,CO{L
vention, for the non-exportatien of flour, “Sylieat, or other grain, a
provifions, be repealed and refcinded.
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Mr. Robers Carter Nicholas, from the perfons appointh to prepare
and bring in an ordinance for raifing and embedying a f'ui'hcxel}t force
or the defence and protc&ioﬁ of this colony, prcf'cnted to the (,(mvgm-
ton, according to order, the faid ordinance; which was read the firlt
tme, apq ordered to be read a fecond time. 4

The ordinance for raifjng and embodying a ﬁlﬁicicx‘xt.fm‘ce for the
clence apg protection of this colony was read a fecond time, and or-
ered tq be committed. ) . .. )

Colﬁfﬁ ).!v@fl, that this'Conv?ntion will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a
lltee on the faid ordinance.

Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock.

- - Ll )

WEDNTESD A Y, Avcust ¢, ' 1775
'§ HE order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into a
defor C?lqnmiittee or'l.tv_hevo‘rdifmnce f'or,-rai!'ing a fufficient force for the
Cordi:f;l nt {Pll'ote&;mp ?.f thxslco;:O_ny, - beln_g read, the (Eonvcntwn‘ acj
Sent 312’1 el ::; 0 Ved. lt{SI‘f into t l_e fud con‘xmlttge'; and after fm;uc tme
-y th:u:’th ;111.‘11'(311(161]]1: l(;(umed t}le chair, and mr. Bland 1e—
coulideration o ZC;:(rllinutteefm( ! .accordmg to orda:r,_ had un-der t‘heu
for the defence ang :‘](')ltrcl:f(; " ralﬁng 2 embgd}"mg ! ﬁlﬂ.’icwn’t f<)1'§0
go through the £ AP ‘ 1911 of thlS. colony, 11} not havmg tlme;to
Refpl % € lame, had diredied him to move for leave to fit again._
Comi/o' E)cz’, that th:s: Con‘v‘ention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a
nittee on the faid ordinance,

po;ﬂ?lc orders of the day for a call of the Convention, aed for the ap-~
Intyy PV S . ‘
Orddliir(lzt o{‘ outicers, being read, )

» that the fame be put off till to-morrow.,

- A
(ltf'i P 3179+ Al ; ' 5
%"/b,fl Heiry,  Edmund Pendleron, Benjamin Harrifon, and Thomas
the gepy clquires, appeared in Convention, and took their feats; and
S . . . & = .
neceffary 41~ 1 APpPrinted to reprefent their counties, during their
Order da fence; retired
raered, ¢ ; * " 2
Jon, be a,dcih 1 M. Pendleton, mr. Harrifon, mr. Henry, and inr. Feffer-
the goyerng ¢d to the committee appointed to take into confideration
el S Proclamation, relative to granting lands in this colony.
Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock.
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T HU R S D A Y, AvcusT 10, ‘1%7714' .

.

i e . . SN LS o CAY g
F E‘lh’, Convention, accox ding to the order of the day, refolved .*.tfc]f

o '1,1“0 2 comunittee on the ordinance f.m raifing and cmbodying .
uificient force for the defence and protection of this colony; and aftdf)

{fomic time {pent thc/rem, . Prefident refumed the chair, and o
Bland-reported, that the committee had, according to order, ha

under their confideration the ﬁ%%@@ﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁf&ﬁ;ﬁ, but not having tim®
‘- . . - N . ¥ . ~ ) = 15
to go through the fame, had directed him to move for leave to &

again.

the faid committee.

The. order of the day for the Convention to refolve it{if jnto®
committee on the ftate of the colony, being read, the Convertio?
accordingly refolved itlelf into the faid committee; and after fome
time fpent therein, mr. Preflident” refumed the chair,  and war, B/
reported, that the committee had, according to order, had ynde
their conlideration the flate of the colony, but not having time to g0
through the fame, had directed him to move for leave to fit again:

Refolved, - that this Convention will to-morrow refolve iefelf into ?
committee to take into their farther confideration the ffate of the colonyf

A mersorial of Charles Duncan, of the town of Blandford, merchant
was prefented to the Convention, and read; fetting forth, that 1
bad, for fome years paft, had a ftore in the county of Brunfwick, of
account of himfelf and others, his partners, which had for fome tiny

paft been under the care and management of Thomas Crawford, wwh?

had always been in the efteem of his cuftomers and acgnaintances

aud has, ever fince the unhappy difpute with Grear Britgin, ende®)

Refolved, that this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf intd

voured to condudt himfelf in fuch a manner as to avoid giving catlf
of offence to any of the inhabitants of this colony, and hasalfo ende?
voured, as far as in him lay, to conform to the regulations of th?
General Congrefs, and Convention of this colony; that, under Athefe

/

circumftances, he hoped he fhould have been allowed to tiz nfa

bufinefs, and conduct his own affairs in quiet and f{ecurity, withov*
being called upon, or compelled, to enlift as foldiers, or take part i
any military regulations, other than fuch as were preferibed by th
laws of )the colony, or the recommendation of the Convention; b
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that fach was the unhappy fitnation of himflf, his partners, and fer-
Yants, in the county of Brunfwick, that they have been ca!lcd llp((‘)i.l?.

Y the gentlemen who command. the voluntec?r company .in the 13.1(11_»
founty, to enlift as foldiers therein, under pain of incurring the dt{—;
Pleafire of the faid company, and of being treated as enemies to the
“untry, withnoother alternativeleft them than either to defel:t the pro-
Perty and intereft which they hax e in the faid county, or remain therein
1o protedt the fame at the hazard of all that is. dear and valuable to

teemen a4 good citizens; and praying that this Convention would
F?‘ge the fine” ineo confideration, and do therein as f(hould appear
Ju '

- and reafopable. :

Fdered, that the Prefident be defired to write to the comma‘nding
officers of the faid company, requiring them to defift from a farther
Profecution of the meafures mentioned in the faid memorial.

On a motion made, : ’

Refolved, that the powder purchafed by Parrick Henry, efq; for the
Uie of this colony, be immediately fent for, and applied by the depu-
Hes appointed to reprefent this colony in General Congrefs in fuch man-
ner as they fhall judge moft for the intereft: of this colony,

. Ars Henry Pendleton, a member for the county of Culpeper, appeared .
ui Conventmn,- anl took his f2at, A

- Lewis Burwell,"efy; a membey for the county of Gloncefler,. appeared
i Conventon, and took his faqp, ~'

‘The order of the d

ay, for the COI’]‘}ention to proceed to the
Mment of officers to ¢ | |

p ommang the regular forces to be
«Lﬁnce and protection of the colony, being read,

. \(’./blzvcd, that this COnVGl]tiOll‘ VViIl to-morrow PI’OCGQ({ to the fad -

“Ppointments, , , ,

appoint-
aifed for the

Adjourned il to-morrow, .9 o’clock,
: |

_ "F R I D A Y, Avcust 17
Ora’ered’ ‘

> 1775, ' L
HAT mr. Thomas W alker, and mr. Fobhu ¥ alker, have
for the remaing leave to be abfent from the fervice of this Convention
S : o < er ¥ a 3 . , i : |
Mr. Richg, of the feffion

% a mempeyp for (.0 Lee appeared in Convention

: , and took his feat
the county of Weftmoreland, ' .
G



[ 7 :
A Tetter {rom the officers of the volunteer companies in W iiamshuts,
was prefented to the Convention, and read; fetting forth, that they:
had.{eized a vefiel outward bound, laden with bread and flour; thz‘;t
the captain informed them, that the Convention had come to a re(Q‘
lution pofteriour to that by which the exportation of grain and prov
fions was ftopped after the fifth inftant, and had allowed a free export
till the time limited by the Gencral Congrefs; that, under the*
¢ircimfrances, they applied themfélves to the Convention for info”
mation, and requefted certain diredtions by which they mightrcgufate
their condudt on fimilar occafions.

‘Refolved, that the Prefident be defired to write to the officers of tht
fiid volunteer companics, informing them that the Convention is ek
pleafed with the zeal they have fhewn on this occafion to carry int]
exccution their refolutions; that it is true, as the.captain had informe
them, that the Convention had refcinded their former refolution, #
confequence of a letter from Maryland, by which they were informe®
. that province could not come into a {imilar onc. _ La

*On a motion made, ; _ —
 Ordered, that the commiflioners appointed by tlie Houfe of Burgefrc"
to examine, ftate, and fettle the accounts of the militia lately draw?
out into actual fervice, do alfo ftate and report the cafe of fuch wound¢
foldiers, and poor widows and orphans, as may have {uffered b\_/',;,ﬂ:“
late expedition againft the fndians. - | P ]

The Convention being about to proceed to the choice of deputies t‘i
repréfent this colony in General Congrefs, Edmund Pendleton, efq; eJ;
prefled his moft grateful acknowledgments for the honour done h}lt
in two former appointments to that important truft, but, on accouﬂe
of the declining ftate of his Lealth, el}treated to be excufed from th
pr’efcnt nomination; ‘which excufe bélng‘ ac.cepted, > ¥
Refolved unanimoufly, that the, thanks of this Convention are juftly d

¢
to his excellency George Wafbingtou, -efq;: V_Pa.fr"ick Henry, and E{i'n{;/’i'i
Peudleron, efguires, three of the waorthy d,cputle:'; w}}" rfepre‘ﬁ*nted t]o
eolony in the late Continental Congrefs, for their faithful fi;fcllargeit-.
that important truft; and this body, are only induced to d:ﬁ)@ﬂ[?: VVH]&
their future fervicés, of the like pature, by the appointment of K
two former to other offices in the publick fervice, incompatible :W;r’
their attendance on this, and the infirm fiate of_ health of the 1{\“
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" Mr. Prefident’ accordingly delivered the thanks of the Convention
to. my, Henry and mur. Peudleton in their places, who exprefled t‘h‘e‘
great pleafure they received from this diftinguifhed teflimony of their
“ountry’ approbation of their fervices. _ .
- Refolved, that the Prefident.be defired to tranfmit the thanks of this
~Ovention, by letter, to his excellency general W afhington. "
- I'he Convention then proceeded, according to the order of the day,
to the appointment of deputies: to reprefent this colony in Gem:rzll »
S:);‘E?eﬁ_fi)r one year; and the mcmbr.;*rs having prepared tickc:t‘sv Withj‘
almes of the deputics to be appointed, and put: the fame into th(;
ballot OX, mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, mr. Cary, mr. Pendleton, and
?;1) :’i'ddm.f, were appointed a committee to examinethe ballothox, 'md
re{lm.t upon whom th‘f majority fell, Who_ re'gu'ed, and aftm: ﬁ)me' ;11nf:-
. rnedinto Convention, and reported, thattheyhad, accordin gto 01’(16] y
Xamined the ballot box, and that the numbers appeared as follevwa:

For Peyron Randolph, efg; - i, ® 8y
. . _Richard Henry Lee;  efq;. L E 23
——— Thomas Fefferfon, elqy; s 85,
. ' :Benjamin Harrifon,, efqs PR 83'
“Thomas Nelfon, efq; e 66
¥ gicbard Bland, efq; =~ = .~ 61
“George WWythe. - fme ¥ il
. RE/BI'UCKZ', that the f{iid y ]-76, eﬁl; 58

LER, Tsovas T: ST TOR RA'ND.OL‘PH’. Ricuarp Henry
FL" o JhFFERSON, BENJAMIN Harrison, Tr OMAS
am‘misnot:é deIu‘MRD Brawp, and GEORGE WrTHY, efquires, * be
Yoy g 'putlles to reprefent this colony in .Gengrzﬂ'Congre‘fs for one
to fuch 1 1at theyhave power to mect anc} adjoum, fo}’ fuch time, and’

: Re/?;].vlz ;cci or p]ac‘e's, as may be thought moft proper. "
ent o ch that the faid deputics, or any four of them, be o fuffici-
rdévey 50 reprefent this colony: | o e . :
commityy . At mr. George Mafon, and mr. Harvie, be added to the
: L‘,‘t‘ntleman, 2pomt'ed to inquire into' the petitions of J7i/lian: Preflon,.
* Theorde, ‘0 2 the committee of the county of Fincaflle, .
? ) day, for the committeeto proceed tothe appointment’
*d progedi; “'_‘"_“:_md the regular ‘f.Ol“C‘('ES't.O bf: raifed for thie def'c:nqe‘ |
e ey thlS‘C(ﬂOny,“ for the Convention'to refolve itfelf into s
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a committee on the ftate of the colony, and for a call of the Convéns
tion, ' being read, , '
Refolved, that the call of the Convention be poftponed till to-mor-
row; and that the Convention will then proceed to the appointment of:
the faid officers, and refolve itfelf into a committee on the ftate of the
colony. . '
‘The Convention, according to the order of the day, refolved ifelf
into a committee on the ordinance for raifing a {ufficient force for the ‘
defence and protection of this colony; and after {fome time f{pent’
therein, mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and mr. Bland reported, that:
the committee had, according to order, had under their confideration’
the ordinance for raifing a {ufficient force for the defence and protec-.
tion of. this colony, but not having time to go through the fame, had |
directed him to move for leave to {it again. E _ ,
Refolved, that this Convention will to-morrow rellve itfelf into the’
faid committee, to take into their farther confideration the ordinance.
for raifing and embodying a {ufficient force for the defence and protec-
tion of this colony. . ‘ . ,
' -Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock. v
TR,
S AT UR D A Y, AucusT . 12, 1775, ,
» ICHARD BLAND, efy; veturned the Convention his moft gmtze"‘
R ful acknowledgments for the great honour they had ~p16a{'e;1“ 2,
third time to confer on him, by appeinting him one. of the deputics to
reprefent this colony in General Congrefs, and.faid this frefh inftance,
of their approbation was fuflicient for an old man, almoft d.epnve.d(? |
fight, whoft greateft ambition had ever been to r cceive the plaudx_t'OL
his country, whenever he fhould retire from the pubhc'k ftage of life}
that the honourable teftimony he lately received of this approbatiofy
joined with his prefent appointment, {hould ever animate him, as ﬁl:
as he was able, to fupport the glorious caule in which America w2
now engaged; but that his advanced age ;'_endergd him incapable "h,
taking an active part in thefe weighty and important COI.lCel‘I]S'Wh.ICS
muft neceflarily be agitated in the great council of the united colonics;
and therefore begging leave to decline the honour they had been plea("f1 -
to confer on him, and defiring, that fome perfon more fit :md‘“ab
mighf {upply his place. :

-

»
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- Refolved unanimoufly, that the thanks of this Convention are juflly
ue to the faid Richard Bland, elq; one of the worthy deputies who
Teprefented this colony in the late Continental Congrefs, for his faith-
Ml difcharge of that important truft; and this body are only induced
to difpenie with his future {ervices, of the like nature, on account of
- lis advanced age. 3 .
The Prefident accordingly delivered the thanks of the Convention
. Withe faid Richard Bland, efy; in his plice, who exprefled the great
| Pleafire he received from this diftinguifhed teftimony of his country’s
' Approbation of his {ervices. o |
Refolved, that this Convention will, on Tuefday next, proceed to the
Appointment of a deputy to repr,cfeu,t this colony in the room of the
faid Richard Bland, efquire. . - . . o
Mr. Cary, from the perfons appointed, prefented to the Convention,
- According to order, an ordinance for regulating the election of dele-
Bates and afcertaining their allowances, "and alfo for regulating the
. Cléction of committec-men in the feveral counties and corporations
| “Within this colony, and for other purpofes ‘therein mentioned; and the

- fame was read the firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time,
A letter from the officers of the volunteer companies in 7 illiamsburg
‘Was prefented to the Convention, and read; fetting forth, that the
.ibeal'er, mr. Fobn Fczrqzzlszbn,' had fupplied the troops under their
,ommand with all kinds of vegetables, and they had conceived an
i Exceeding good opinion of him, and hoped he wonld mect with the
favour and approbation of the Convention. .
- Ordered, that the faid letter do lie on the table, . _
+An ordinance for regulating the election of delegates and afcertaining
their allowances, and alfo for regulating the election of committec-
- MEN 1n the feyeral counties and corporations within this colony, and
.{\ for Othet"p}u‘pc{fes therein mentioned, was read a fecond time, and
ordered to be committed. ' 3 : . o |
. t](fﬁf’lc‘zﬂ’l‘]i;mtl};?t this Convc:ntion.wiﬂ, ofa Momfafy next, 1‘¢folve itfelf
: d ¢e on the faid ordinance. . ,
'tiorx‘l;hetlglftf]‘;bers f'}on1 the county of Frederick informed the Conven-
| 3 ome genilemen in their county had purchafed a number of.

kit
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rifles, and a quantity of gunpowder, at a low rate, which they were
willing, and propofed, to deliver up for the ufe of the publick at the
fame price at which thofe articles had been purchafed by them.
Ordered, thatmv. Bland, mr. Pendleton, mr. Henry, mr. Cary, and
mr. Richard Henry Lee, be a committee to examine and ftate the faid
propofition, and report the fame, together with their opinion there-
upon, to the Convention. ' f

Refolved, that the refolution of this Convention, dire&ting the com |

mittees of the {everal counties to appoint officers, and to have fift y men

immediately enlifted in each county, be refcinded; and that where |

any officers have been appointed, and men enlifted, in purﬁmnce.of
the faid refolution, they be immediately difbanded.

Refolved, that the officers {o appointed, and men fo enlifted, be i |

the pay of this colonfr from the time of their appointment and enljft-
ment to the time of their being difbanded. ,
Ordered, that mr. Adams; wr. Randolph, mr. Carrington, mor. Pendlé-

ton, and mr. Mayo, be a committee to examine, ftate, and report,

the claims of fuch officers and men who fhall apply to them for that
purpofe; and that the committee appointed by the Houfe of Burgefles
to examine, flate, and fettle, the claims of the militia lately drawn
out into actual fervice, do alfo examine, flate, and fettle, the claim$

of fuch officers and men as may have been appeinted and enlifted un*’

der the former refolation in the counties of Frederick and Augufta.

Mr. Zane, from the perfons appointed, prefented, according to order;:

an ordinance for appointing commiflioners to {ettle the accounts of the
militia lately drawn out into actual fervice, and for making provifion
to pay the fame; which was read the firfk time, and ordered to be
read a {econd time. ‘ S ,

The Convention, according to the order of the day, refolved itfelfinto
a committee on the ordinance for raifing and e'mbodying a faflicient

force for the defence and protection of this colony ; and after fome timeé’

{pent therein, mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and mr. Robers Cartef
Nicholas veported, that the committee had, according to order, ha

under their confideration the faid ordinance, but not having time t0
go through the fame, had directed him to move for leave to fit again-

.

into the faid comumnittee.

Refolved, that this Convention will, on Monday next, rcfolve itlelf

|
|
i
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" Ordere, that leave be given to bring in an ordinance to encourage

* the making faltpetre, gunpowder, . lead, the refining fulphur, and
proyiding arms, for the ufe of the colony; and thatmr. Richard Henry
Lee, my. Henry, mar. Robert Carter Nicholas, mwr. Cary, mr. Lynch, |
and mr. Pendleton, do prepare and bring in the fame. '

'The order of the day, for a call of the Convention, and .fbr; \tl‘le
Ippointment of officers to command the regular forces to be raifed for
the defence of this colony, being read, . | |

Refolved, that this Convention will, on Monday next, proceed to
the appointment of the faid officers; -and that the order for the call of

“the Convention be put off till Tuefday next.
T  Adjourned till Monday, ¢ o’clock.

M O N.D A Y, Auvcust 14, 1775
HE Convention being informed, that Jord Dunmore was meditat-
ing an hoftile march, With an armed force, to attack the city

of /. ilhamsburg, - : - - o _
~~-Refvlved, that the committee for the faid city, and the committees
of York and Fames City, be defired to pay particular attention to
the fubject; and if lord Dunmors,” or any other perfon, fhall land,
or attempt to land, any armed troops in their neighbourhood, that
they immediately requeft the afliftance of the volunteer companics
Row in that city to repel fuch troops by force; and, it need be, to
tall in the afliftance of the volunteer companics, or militia, for effc G-
Ing that purpole. ,
A refolution of the General Congrefs, recommending the making
. of (altpetre, and f{everal methods which had been practifed with fic-
e, wyas laid before the Convention, and ordered to be referred to
the Committce appointed to bring in an ordinance to enconrage the
laking faltpetre, gunpowder, lead, therefining fulphur, and provid- -
g arms for the ufe of the colony. o . N
itrTh? Convention .then, accqrczing to the O'rde.r of the day, 'reﬁ')lved
elf into a committee en the ordinance for raifing and embodying a
fficient force for the defence and proteétion of this colony; and after
sae time {pent therein, mr. Prefident refamed the chair, and mr.
: %bert Carter Nicholas reported, that the committee had, according to
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order, had under their confideration the ordinance for raifing and
embedyiug a (uflicient force for the defence and protection of his
colony, and had made a farther progrefs therein, but no: having time
to go through the fame, had dire¢ted him to miove for leave to fit
“again, ,

Refolved, that this- Convention will to-morrow refolve jtElf into 2
committee on the faid ordinance. . |

Ordered, that mr. Nelfon have leave to be abfent {rom the fervice of |
this Convention for the remainder of the feffion. ' ‘

- The orders of the day, for the Convention to proceed to the appoint |
ment of officers to command the regular forces to be raifed for the.
defence and protection of this colony, for the Convention to refolve
itfelf into a committee on the ordinance for regulating the election 0
delegates and afcertaining their allowances, and alfo for regulating the
clection of committee-men in the feveral counties and corporations
within this colony, and for other purpofes therein méntioned, and fot
the Convention to refolve itfelf into a committee on the ftate of the
colony, being read, e - i

Refolved, that this Convention will te-morrow refolve itfelf into #
committee on the faid ordinance,* and will on Wedncfday next procec
to the appointment of the faid officers, - ‘

Ordered, that mr. Richard--Henry Lee be added to the committee
appointed to inquire into the petitions of William: Prefton, -gentlemayy
und the petition from the committee of the county of F incaftle, '

2% Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock, 1
T U E §S'D A Y, AvGuUsT ‘15 1774 o

_ On a motion made, _ A :
B : HAT Robeit Carter Nicholas, efy; be directed to pay th?
SReformly - officers and foldiers of the two rifle companiesfent fron}
“the counties 'of Frederick and Berkeley, to ferve in the continen tag
army, fuch fums of money, out of the publick treafury, as will m_aks
their pay equal to the pay of the officers of the like rank, and foldlcl“ ’
who were on the late Indian expeditiori commanded by lord Dunnio! 3]
*neluding the pay allowed ‘by the Continental Congrefs.

s
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Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, from the committee to whom the petiti-
ons of the furveyor and committee of the county of Fincajlle, and a pro-
- damation of lord Dunmore, dated the 8th of May 1775, were referred,
r eportcd; that they had had the fame under their confideration, and had
tome to the following refolution thereupon ; which he read in his place,
and afterwards delivered in at the clerk’s table, where the fame was
again twice read, and unanimoufly agreed to, as follows : )
Refolved, that until the committee appointed by the Convention in
larch laft, to inquire whether the king may of right advance the
lerms of granting lands in this colony, fhall have made their report,
the recommendation then made, that all perfons fhould forbear to
Purchafe or accept grants of lands under the late inftructions from the
governnur, be obferved ; and that, in the mean-time, all furveyors
e, and they are hereby dire€.ad, to make no furveys under the faid
Inftructions, nor pay any regard to the faid proclamation.
The Convention then, according to the order of the day, proceeded
to the appointment of a deputy to reprefent this colony in General
~Congrefs, -in the room of Richard Bland, efq; who hath declined the
faid appointment ; and the members having prepared tickets with the
name of the deputy to be appointed, and put the fame into the ballot
box, mr. Robers Carter Nicholas, mr. Pendleton, mr. Henry, mr. George
Mafon, and mr. Cary, were appointed a committee to examine the
ballot box, and report on whom the majority fell,” who retired, and

after fome time returned into Convention, and reported, that th "
bers on the ballot ftood as follows: .
For Francis Lightfoor Lec, efq; * 37
Carter Braxton, elq; o - 36
Fohn Banifter, elqs & " I

- George Mafon, elq; S

~ And the queftion being then put, whether the faid Francis Lightfoor
Lee, or the faid Carzer Braxton, who appeared to have the greateft
. number.s on the ballot, {hould be appointed a deputy to reprefent this
cglony 1 General Congrefs, the majority'appeared in Bevote af the

aid Francis Lightfoor Lee, efquire. , '
.Rcﬁ)/'u;d therefore, that the faid Francis Lightfoor Lee, efg; be ap-
Pointed a deputy to reprefent this colony in General Congrefs. '
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‘mittee on the ordinance for the cledtion of delegates, and afcertaining

a military refiftance againft Grear Britainin her unjuft invafion, tyl"“
nical oppreflions, and repeated hoftilities; that their brethren wﬁf_

[ 34 ] o
The order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelfinto a com-

their allowances, and alfo for regulating the elecétion of committee
men in the {cveral counties and corporations in this colony, and for
other purpofes therein mentioned, being read, , '
The Convention accordingly refolved itfelf into the faid committee;
and after fome time {pent therein, mr. Prefident refamed the chal®
and mr. Roberr Carter Nic‘bo[ﬂ.r reported, that the committee had,
cording to order, had under their confideration the faid ordinance ’ ané
had made a confiderable progrefs therein, but not having time t’ov gl
through the fame, had direé‘ic:d him to move for leave to {it zigaih- |
Refvlved, that this Convertion will to-morrow refolve itfelf jnto?
committee on the {aid ordinance. _ o "
The orders of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into |-
committee on the ftate of the colony, and on the ordinance for raifin
and embodying a f{ufficient force for the defence and protection ©
this colony, being read, 2 | |
Refolved, that this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into?]
rommittee on the faid ordinance, and on the flate of the colony. .

. Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock.
- WEETENTS

W E DN E S D A Y, Avcust 16, 1775
" AN addrefs from the Baptifts in this colony was prefented to th

~ Convention, and read; fetting forth, that'however diftinguifhe
from the body of their countrymen, bv appellatives and fentiments ¢
a religious pature, they neverthelefs confider themfelves as memb?
of the Jﬁxme community in"rcﬁ)t;é’t to matters of a civil nature, 2%
embarked in the fame common caufe; that, alarmed at the opprefli©
which hangs over America, they had confidered what part it wov,
Le proper to take in the unhappy contcft, and had determined that’
fome cafes it was Jawfui to go to war, and that they ought to m?" |

[

left at diferetion to enlift, without incurring the cenfure of their 1¢
gious cotnmunity; and, under thefe circumftances, many of them
cnlifted asfoldiers, and many more were rcady to dQ ﬁ—_’_.z, who had?
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earneft defire their minifters fhould preach to them during the cam-
Paign; that they had therefore appointed four of their brethren to make
application to this Convention for the liberty of preaching to the troops
at convenient times, without moleftation or abufe, and praying the
fame may be granted them. ‘ '

Refolved, that it be an inftruction to the commanding-officers of the
Tegiments or troops to be raifed that they permit diflenting clergymen
Y celebrate divine worthip, ‘and to preach to the foldiers, or exheort,
from time to time, as the various operations of the military fervice
May permit, for the eale of fuch ferupulous conftiences as may not
choofe to attend divine fervice as celebrated by the chaplain. '
. The Convention then, according to the order of the day, refolved
itfelf into a committee on the ftate of the colony; and after fome time
{pent therein, mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and mr. Roberz Carzer
Nicholas repkn*ted, that the committee had, according to order, had
under their confideration the ftate of the colony, and had come to feve-~

~Tal refolutions thereupon, which he read in his place, and then deli- -
~vered in at the clerk’s table, where the fame were again twice read,
and agreed to, as follows: | ' |

Refolved, that for the more effe¢tual carrying into execution the fe-
veral rules and regulations eftablifhed by this Gonvention, for the de-
fence and proteciion of this colany, a Committee of Safety be appeint-
‘ed, to confift of eleven members, to be chofen by ballot, by the mem-
‘bers of this Convention, who are to continue to the next fitting of
the Convention, or for one year, in cafe the Convention fhall not
Meet within that time. -

" Refolved, that ne member of the Committee of Safety fhall hold
any military office whatfoever after the end of this &ffion of the Con-
vention, . , '
Ordered, that mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, ir. Henry, mr. Richard
Henry “;L%’, mr. Fones, and mr. Fefferfon, be a committee to prepare
and bring in an ordinance perfuant to the {aid refolutions. . ‘
. Ordered, that leave be given to bring in an ordinance for eftablifh-
Mg a general teft in this colony, and that mr. Parker and mr. George
Mafon do prepare and bring in the fame, |

L] |
s i
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A letter from the committee on the Weftern Waters of Augufla, en-
clofing {everal papers on the fubjeét of Indian affairs, was laid before
the Convention, read, and ordered to lie on the table. '

Ordered, that mr. Fefferfon have leave of abfence from the fervice
of this Convention for the remainder of the {effion. '

The orders of the day, for the Convention to refolve itelf into 2 |
committee on the ordinance for regulating the ele@lion of delegates '
and afcertaining their allowances, and alfo for regulating the election
of committee-men in the feveral counties and corporations within this -
colony, and for other purpofes therein mentioned, for the Convention
to proceed to the appointment of officers to command the regular forces’
to be raifed for the defence and protection of this éolbny,' and for the
Convention to refolve itfelf itto a committee on the ordinance for raif*
ing and embodying a {uflicient force for the defence and protection of -
~ this colony, being read. . y

Refolved, that the fame be poftponed till to-morrow.

It being obferved, with great concern, that the Prefident was much
indifpofed, and that the time of his departure for the General Contir”
nental Congrefs was nearly approaching, it was unanimoufly recom- |
mended to him to retire for the prefent from the fatigues of the buﬁ‘j
nefs of this Convention ; in which he was pleafed, though with reluc-
tance, to acquicfce. It was then unanimoufly refolved, that thG,/
thanks of this Convention be prefénted to his Honour the Prefident fof
his unremitted attention to the important interefts of this country, and
his unwearied application to, and able, fdithful, and impartial difcharge |
of, the duties of his office; -afluring him, that he hath the warmeft
wifhes of this Convention for a f{peedy return of health, and ™
uninterrupted enjoyment of every felicity-. .

Adjourned till to morrow, 9 o’clock.

ST AN AT ) .
" T H U R S D A Y, AUGUST 17, 1775 .
"B HE delegates being aflembled, Edmund Pendleton, elq; a membef
for the county of Caroline, reminded them that the honourabl®
Peyton Randolph, efq; having, in confequence of what was yefterday
recommended to him by the Convention, retited, it became neceflary
that they fhould proceed to the choice of another prefident, to. act W

’
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"fhat office during his indifpofition or abfence; and he recommended
" Roberr Carter Nicholas, eiq; as a gentleman in-every refpect qualified
" to fill that important office. Mr. Nicholas was then, by general con-

fent, called to the chair; and after being {eated, arofe and returned
his thanks to the Convention for the konour they had been pleafed to -

. confer on him. Profeffions of unwerthinefs, he faid, He confidered

as more trite than fincere, and therefore declined every thing of that

kind; but candour obliged him to acknowledge he felt the greateft
“difidence in fucceeding to an office lately filled by a worthy gentle-

man, of confefled abilities, {o much to his own honour, and fo greatly
to the advantage of this Convention. - . ;
The Prefident then reminded the Convention how much a due ob-
fervance of order and decorum r‘ed9unded to the honour and -d.lgmty
of every fociety, and hoped a continuance of the fame attention to
thofe gbjects, which he had been bitherto happy to ob(‘e.rve ; that, on
his part, no endeavours fhould be wanting to juftify their choice; and

~ that, con all occafions, he {hould conduct himfelf with the utmoft

Aimpartiality.

Ordered, that my, Thornton, and mr. Harvie, have leave of abfence

~ from the {ervice of this Convention for the remainder of the f{effion.

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the appointment of
the Committee of Safety; and the members having prepared tickets

“with the names of eleven perfons to be of the {aid committee, and put

the fame into the ballot box, mr. Rif/’”{"‘l Heary Lee, wr. Henry, mr.
Harrifon, and mr. Fefferfon, were appointed a committee to examine
the fame, and report on-whom the majority fell, who retired, and
after fome time returned into Convention, and reported, that the
mnumbers ftood as follows: ' -

- For Edmund Pendleton, efqs 77 | ¥or Dudley Digges, efy; 44

: George Mafon, oy - 72| Willian Cabell, efq; 39
Thehon. John Page, efy; -~ 70 Carter Braxton, efg; 383
‘ . Richard Bland, efq; = 66 Janies Mercer, efq; . 38

‘Thomas Ludwel] Lee, €lq; 63 Jobn Tabh, efy; - 36
Paul Carringron, efq; - 54 )
. K
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| Refolved therefore, that the taid Ednund Pendleton, George Mafon, Fohn
Page, Richard Bland, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Paul Carringron, Dudley

‘ Digges, William Cabell, Carter Braxion, Fames Mercer, and Fohn Tabb,
efguires, be appointed members of the faid Committee of'Saféty.

Refolved,  that IV illiam Woodford, cfy; be appointed colonel to the
fecond regiment of rcgu'lar forces to be raifed {or the defence and pro- |
tection of this colony, in the room. of Thomas Nelfon, efg; who hath .
declined the faid appointment. g st ;

The C‘onventioq, z‘.ccorc’{in'gr to the order of the day, proceeded by’
ballot to the appointment of a lieutenant-colonel to the firft regiment;
and the members of the Convention having prepared tickets with
the name of the perfon to be appointed, and put the fame into the
ballot box, mr. George Mafon, mr. Thomas Ludwell Fee, my. Banifier;
and mr. Iolr, were appointed a-committee to examine the ballot hox,
and report on whom the majority falls; and it appearing, from their

~report, that there was a majority of the whole Convention in favour
of Willian Chriftian, efy; - ’ .

Refolved therefore, that the faid William Chriftian be appointed lieu-
tenant-colongl to the faid firfk regiment. ! 3 :

‘The Convention proceeded, in the fame manner, to the appointment
of a licutenant-colonel to the fecond regiment; and it appearing, from |
the report of the committee, that there was a majority of the whole’
Convention in favour of Charles Scort, efq; A

Refolved therefore, that the faid Charles Scotr be appointed licutenant-
colonel to the fecond regiment. e !

The Convention proceeded, in the ﬁlmc: manner, to the appoint~
ment of a major to the firk regiment; am.i-lt appearing, from the re~
port of the committee appointed to examine the ballot box, that the
numbers ftood as {ollows: ‘ :

For Francis Eppes, elqs P 3§
Alexander Spotfwood, elq; = - - 20
George Marthews, efq; .=+ = - 12

L3

Alexander M<Clanaban, efqs - 9
The queftion was then pat, whether the faid Francis Eppes, or the
faid Alexander Spotfwood, on whom the greateft numbers fell on the

/
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ballot, fhould be appointed major to the firfk regiment, the majority
ppeared in favour of Francis Eppes, elquire. e
Refolved therefore, that the faid Francis Eppes be appointed major to
the faid firft regiment. - ,
The Convention then proc_eq]ed, in the fame manner, to the ap-
) Pointment of a, major of the fecond reghmsent; and it appearing, from
the report of the committee appointed to examine the ballot box, that
~ the numbers ftood as follows:’ ‘

For Alexander Spotswood, elq; - 31
. George Matthews, elq; = - 15
Alexander MClanahan, efq; -~ 13

William Grayfon, elg; - = I2 "

The queftion was then put, whether the faid Alexander Spot[ivood,
or the faid George Marthews, on whom the;greateﬁ npmbcm fell on the
ballot, fhould be appointed major to the {econd regiment, the majo-
rity appeared in favour of jlcxa;zfier Sporfwood, elquire. ‘

Refolved therefore, that the faid Alexander Spotfwood be appointed
major to the faid {econd regiment. . \

The Convention proceeded, in the fame manner, to the appoint-
ment of an adjutant-general; and itappearing, from the rcport of the
committee appointed to examine the ballot box, that there vyasa ma-
Jority of the whole Convention in faveur of Thomas Bullisz, elg;

Refolved therefore, that the faid Thomas Bzz/[itt be appointed adjutant-
general. ; , : _4 )
~ The order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into
‘Committee on the ordinance for regulating the eledtion of delegates
‘and aﬁ:ertaining their allowances, and alfo for I‘an]ating the cleétion
of committee-men in the feveral counties and corporations within this
colony, and for other purpofes therein mentioned, and for the Conven-
tinn to refolve itfelf into a committee on’the ordinance for raifing and
embodying a fuflicient force for the defence and protection of this.co-
1Ony, being read, 5 |

Refolved, that the Convention will to-morrow refolveitclfintoacom-
mittee on the faid ordinances. :

A.’cfljourned till to-morrow, g o’clock,

.
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PR ID ALY, Avcust 18, 1995

4 3 S ~ . . , N ® 4 .‘
£ f E ‘HE Convention, according to the o¥der of the day, refolved itfelf

. into a committee on the ordinance for raifing and embodying 4.
futlicient foree fbr’thc.dcfence and protedtion of this colony; and after |
fome time {pent. therein, mr. Prefident refumed 'the chair, . and mr.
Harrifon veported, that the committee had, according to ovder, had .

nnder their confideration the ordinance {or raifing :and embodying # .

fufficient force for the defence and protedtion of this colony, and had

gone through the fame, and made{everal amendments thereto, vhich

he read in his place, and then delivered in at the .clerk’s table. :
Ordered, that the confideration .of the faid amendments be poﬁponed

111 to-nzorrow.

The order of the day, for the Convention torefolve itfelf into a com”
mittee on the ordinance for the clection of delegates and afeertaining.
their allowances, and allo for regulating the election of committeér,
aen in ‘the {everal counties and corporations within this colony, and )

for other purpofes therein mentioned, being read, !

bt . - 7 . . P
Rzfolved, that this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into™

committee en the {aid ordinance. , : '
Adjourned till to-morrow, g o’clock. J

R ITIR

S ATURDPAY Avcustr 19y T4, - /.
‘ HE amendments to the ordinance for raifing and embodying #
fuflicient force for the defence and protection of this colony),

yefterday reported by the committee, were twice read, and on the

queftion.feverally put thereon, -agreed to by the Convention. o

Ordered, that the faid ordinance, with the amendments, be fairly

tranfcribed, and read a third time.

1
i

{

Mr. Cary, from the perfons appoin’!;ed, preiented to the Conventions |

according to order, an ordinance for appointing a Committee of Safety)
for the more effectual carrying into execution the feveral rules an

‘regulations eftablithed by this Convention-for the protection -of thi
colony; and the fame was read the firft time, and ordered to be rea

a {econd time. ,

Mr. 'Cd/'y, from the perfons appointed, 'prefen'te& to the Conventions
according to order; an ordinance to-enceurage the making of faltpetrés

~
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. Sunpowdet, lead, the refining of fulphur, and providing arms for the

- ufe of this colony; and the fame was read the firft time, andordered

. 10 be read a fecond time. -~ % P .- ‘

. An ordinance for.appointing a Commiittec.of Safety, for the more
effedtual carryiig into execution the feveral rules and regulations

 eftablifhed by this Convention for the protection of this colony, was

. read a fecond time, and ordered to be committed. ' \

‘= .Rc‘fblfve[l, that the Cenvention will, on Mouday next, refolve itfelf
“into a committee on the faid ordinance.. . o e S
- An ordinance to encourage the making of faltpetre, gunpowder, "
lead, - the refining of fulphur, and providing arms for the ufe of this
- colony, wasread a fecond time, and ordered to be committed. |

" Refolved, that this Convention will, on Monday next, reflolve itfelf
. into a. committee.on the faid ordinlah?e. ' ' :

' Mr. Mafon, from the perfons appointed, prefented to the Conven-
- tion, nccording to order, an ordinance-for eftablifhing a general teft ;

-xwhich was read the firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time.

l ~ Ordered, that mr. Gray, and mr. Fazleon, have leave of abfence from
' the fervice of this Convention for the remainder of the feffion. '
. Ordered, that there be a call of the Convention on Monday next.
y An ordinance for cftablifhing a general teft was read a fecond time,
"and ordered to be committed. - 5 N , .
Refolved, that this Convention will, on Mouday next, refolve itfelf
into a committee on the faid ordinance. = T Co
- The order of the day, for the Con_v'c?ntion' to refolve itfelf into a -
_\_Committee on the ordinance for the elc_é?lon,of' delegates and afcertain-
“Ing their allowances,  and alfo for regulating the ele¢tion of committee-
men in the feveral counties and corporations within this colony, and
. for other purpofes therein mentioned, being read, : )
- Refolved, that this Convention will, on Monday next, ‘refolve itfelf
into the faid committee. | - : '
‘Adjourned till Monday, ¢ o’clock. .

. M o N D A Y, Agut 21, iv9s.
THE. articles for the better government of the forces to be raifed
X and employed in the fervice of the colony and dominion of Virgi--
Wa, which had pafled through the feveral ftages as part of the ordi-
L -

A}
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nance for raifing and embodying a {ufficient force for the defence and
proteéhqn of this colon ¥, were feparated therefrom, read a third time, -
and ‘p'a-ﬁed, 111)&1?1“ the title of 4w ordingier Jor the better government of
the forces vo Le raifed and employed in the [ervice of the colony and dominion
of Virginia. : - :

An ordinance for raifing and embodying a fuflicient force for the de- |
fence and protedtion of this colony, havingbeen fairly tranferibed, was
read a third time; and the blanks therein filled up. i ’

Refolved, that the faid ordinance do pafs. ,

Ordered, thatmy. Banifler, wr. Lawfon, wr, Watkins, and mr. Holt, |
be appoi}}.tcd a committee to draw up and report the forms of propef |
commiflions to be granted to the officers of the regular forces, minute”
men, and militia of this colony. : ‘ , s o

Ordered, that mr. Zane have leave to be abfent from: the rvice of -
this Convention for the remainder of the feffion. | - - ,

Ordered, that the clerk do immediately fend the ordinance for raifing |
and embodying a fufficient force for the defence and protediion of ¢
this colony to mr. Alexander Purdie, and the ordinance for the better
government of the forces to be raifed and employed in the fervice of

‘the colony and dominion of Virginia tomr. Fohn Pinkuey, requefting (
them to print five hundred copies thercof with ‘all' poffible expedition. /*

The orders of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into a
committee on the ordinances For appointing a Committee. of Safety, |
for the more effectual carrying into execution the {everal rulesand re- (
gulations eftablifhed by this Convention for.the protection of this co~ |
lony,---To encourage the making {altpetre, gunp‘ow.dcr, lead, the: :
refining fulphur, and providing arms for the Ff'c of this colony,---For-
the clection of delegates and afcertaining their allowances, and alfo
for regulating the eleétion of committec-men 1in the {everal countie$
and corporations within this colony, and for other purpofes therein - |
mentioned,~---To eftablifh a general teft,----and for a call of the Con*
vention, being read, v oo 5 '

" Ordered, that the fame be put off till to-morrov,
’ Adjourned till to morrow, 9 o’cleck,:

. : : ‘ "‘;;l
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T U E S D A Y, Avcust 22,0 1775
LETTER from Tames Wood, efg; on the {ubject of Indian affuirs,
, was laid before the Convention, read, and ordered te lie on the
table. | . , - .
' Whereas the quiet of this colony will greatly depend upon the
“county courts attending particularly to the fuppreflion of all irregula-
Jities in their refpective counties, and whereas the courts held at Piri/~
burg are by writs of adjournment, which renders it impoflible to hold
_courts for fapprefiion of irregularitics, or trial of criminals, at Staxuron,
W Eaft Augyjia, when the adjournment is to Pirzsburg, and {o vice verfa,
Refolved, that the coures at Sranaton and Pirrsburg do proceed in all
. matters relating to keeping the peace and good.behaviour, and in all-
- Criminal matters, as if they were diftinét counnties. . v
Ordéred, that mre Richard Lee, wr. Peyton, war. Clapbain, vor. Hepry
~Lee, and mr. Blackburn, have leave to be ablent from the fervice of
this Convention for the remainder of the feflion, they being neceffa-
~rily called away to fetile the accounts of the militia latély drawn out
mto actual firvice. L LT ' ‘
. Ordered, that the committee appo?’nted to examine, flate, and {ettle
. the accounts of the militia lately drawn out into actual frvice, do
‘make a fpecial report of’ the expenfe of building and l;ifi)ail'ix'}cw' forts,
which is not to be paid without the farther order of the Convention
or Affermbly ; and that the faid committee do alfo make a frict in-
quiry for all the pablick mufkets and bayonets lately ufed in the expe-
d?tion againft the Iudiaws, and canfe the fame to be fint to the com-
rander in chief of the forces to be raifed for the defence and protediion
of this colony. . ™ ' . T L
. The Convention, according to the order of the’day, reflved I
Into a conmmittee on the ordinance for appointing aCommitter of Safet y,
: ﬂ:’.r 'the' Mmore effectual carrying into -execution the {everal roles and
Tegulations eftablifhed by this Convention for the proteciion of this
Colony; and after fome time fpent therein, . Prefident réfbncd the
Chair, and mr. Harrifo: reported, that the committee had, accordins
o order, "had the faid ordinance under their confideration, and bl
Eone through the fame, and made {everal amendments thereto, which

v
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ie read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerk’s table,
where the fume were again twice read,. and on the queftion feverally -

’

put thercon, agreed to by the Conwvention, : : ‘.
Ordered, that the {uid ordinance, with the foveral amendments, be
ﬁ:irly tranfcribed, and read a third time. <, ,
The Convention then refolved itfelf into a committee on the 01'd§1{ancc :
- for the elediion of delegates and afcertaining their allowances, and ale’
for regulating the eledtion of committee-men in the . feveral counties
and corporations within this colony, and for other purpofes,thcrei'n :
- mentioned; and after fome time fpent therein, mr. Prefident refiumed |
thechair, and mw. Harrifon reported, that the committee had, accord- |
‘ing to order, had under their confideration the fiid ordinance, and .
had made a conliderable progrefs therein, but not having time to go '
through the fame, had directed him to move for leave to fit again. -
Refolved, that this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a'!
committee on the faid ordinance. . . , -]
The orders of the day, fer the Convention torefolve itlelf into acom-;’f:
mittee on the ordinances For cftablithing a general teft,----To encou- !
rage the making faltpetre, gunpbwder,_‘ Jead, the refining fulphur, )
and providing arms for the ufe of the colony, ----and the order of the !

day for a call of the Convention, being read, - | - )
Ordered, that the fame be put off till to-morrow. = " !
"~ Adjourned till to-motrow, ¢ o'clock. - h

W E D NE S D A Y, Avcust 23 1775
' PETITION from the frecholders and inhabitants of the county O’f;/
A Cheflerficld was prefented to the Convention, and read; fectingy
forth, that, agrecable to the eleventh re{'olu-.tlon of the Continental '
angye&, a committee had been chofen in their county, very fhor ‘1Y :
after the faid refolution had been entered into; that not many of the
firceholders attended the faid election, as few perfons had then affociated) |
by which means fome perfons were chofen of the (aid committee whom !
they could by no means think. proper;, and as the committee is now ',,f
to tranfact matters of greater importance than was conceived at the
time of their election, they prayed that the faid committee might bc
diffolved, and a new one chofen. o A

’ ® ¥
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Ordered, that the faid petition do lie on the table. ' _
The Convention then, according to the order of the day, refolved
Itelf into a committee on the ordinance for regulating the clection of
dé]egates and afcertaining their allowances, and alfo for regulating
_the election of committee-men in the {everal counties and corporations
within this colony, and for other purpofes therein mentioned; and
after fome time {pent therein, mr. Prefident refumed the chair, and
‘1ar. Harrifon reported, that the committee had, according to order,
i had under their farther confideration the faid ordinance, and had gone
' through the fame, and made {everal amendments thereto, which he
“read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerk’s table,
. where the {ame were again twice read, and on the queftion {everally
' put thercon, agreed to by the Convention. : .
" Ordered, that the faid ordinance, together with the feveral amend-
. ments, be fairly tranfcribed, and read a third time.
. Ordered, that mr. Lyne and mir. Baffers have leave to be abfent from
| the fervice of this Convention for the remainder of the f{eflion.
! An ordinance for appointing commiflioners to fettle the accounts of
‘\ the militia lately drawn out into actual fervice, and for making pro-
1 vifion to pay the fame, was read a fecond time, and ordered to-be
- committed. -
Refolved, that this Convention will immediately refolve jtfelf into a

T . : . : ‘
‘conumittee on the {aid ordinance. :

" The Convention accordingly refolved itfelf into a committee on the
] ordinance {or appointing commiffioners to {ettle the accounts of the
samilitia lately drawn out into actual fervice, and for making provifion
;: o pay the fame; and after fome time {pent therein, mr. Prefident re-
\ famed the chair, and mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee had,
iaccording to order, had under their confideration the f{aid ordinance,
¢ and had made a confiderable progrefs therein, but not having time to
" Bo through the fame, ' had directed him to move for leave to'fit again.

Refolved, that this Convention will to-merrow refolve -itfelf into a

Cormmittee on the faid ordinance. | | 4

* The orders of the day, for the Convention to refolve itfelf into a
“*ommittee on the ordinances For eftablifhing a general teft,--~To encous
_ : S ‘ e )

)
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rage the making faltpetre, gunpowder, lead, the refining {ulphur,
and providing arms for the ufe of this colony,---and the order of the
day foir a cail of the Convention, being read. | '
Ordered, that the fame be put off till to-morrow.
Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock.

T N U R S5 DAY, Avevsr a, 1y .
THE Convention, according to the order of the day, refolved itfelf
_ into a committee on the ordinance for appointing commiflioners

to {cttle the accounts of the militia lately drawn out iite actual fervice;
and for making provifion to pay the fame; and after fome time {pent
therein, mr. Prefident refomed the chair, and myr, Harrifon reported,
that the committee had, according to order, had under their confidera-
tion the faid ordinance, and had gone through the fame, and made
feveral amendments thereto, which he read in his place, and after-
wirds delivered in at the clerk’s table, where the fame were again

twice read, and on the queftion feverally put thereon, agreed to by

the Convention. .

Ordered, that the faid ordinance, together with the feveral amend-

ments, be fairly tranferibed, and read a third time.

An ordinance, appointing a Committec of Safety, for thte more effec-
tual carrying into execution the feveral rules and regulations eftablifhed
by this Convention for the protection of this colony, having been fairly’
‘tranfcribed, was read the third time, and the blanks therein filled up.

Refolved, that the faid ordinance do pafs. '

The orders of the day, for the Convention to refolve itlelf into a
committec on the ordinances To encourage the making faltpetre,

gunpowder, lead, the refining fulphur, and providing arms for the y

ufe of this colony,----For eftablilhing a general teft----and the order o
the day for a call of the Convention, being read,
Ordered, that the fame be put off till to-morrow.
Adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o’clock.
L e e
 F R I D A Y, AvucusT 25 1%75. y
Ordered. THAT leave be given to bring in an ordinance to pro

_vide for paying the expenfes of the delegates from

this colony to the General Congrefs, and that mr. Pendleton and mie
Mercer do prepare and bring in the fame. '

I
i
i
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_ Refolved, that no perfon whatfoever fhall {¢Il to any non-commif-
fioned officer or foldier in the regular fervice any kind of fpirituous
Hquors within a mile of the hez}d’-(quart‘el:s, ‘under the penalty of fub-
je&ing himfelf to every 1‘egula_t10n ,prefcrlbed. for fu’ttler:s.

It appearin‘g to the Comfennon, by a receipt of Parrick Henry, efs
and other teftimony, that it was referred to them, at this meeting, to
determine how much of the three hundred and thirty pounds which
‘had been received of the receiver-general, on the 4th of May laft, to
‘compenfate for the powder taken ont of the magazine by the gover-
nour’s orders, fhould be reftored to the faid receiver-general, . ,

Refolved, as the opinion' of this Convention, that-{ufficient proof
being had of there being only fifteen half-barrels of powder fo taken
‘by lord Dunmore’s order, ‘that no more money {lhhould be retained than
one hundred and twelve pounds ten fhillings, which we judge fully
adequate to the payment of the faid powder, and that the refidue of
the faid three hundred and thirty pounds ought to be returned to the
faid receiver-general, and it is hereby dircéi:ed to be paid to him by
the treafurer of this colony. SR . ‘ »

“Refolved unanimoufly, that the than.ks _Of this Convention are Juftly

i due to the feveral volunteer companies 1 this colony for their zeal
" and attachment to the caufe of American liberty; manifefted by their
“attention to the refolutions of the laft Convention in arming and difci-
‘plining themfelves, and” the rqadinef‘s. they have fhewn, upon all
occafions, to defend their country againfl the dangers with which it
was threatened, and that they be deﬁred. to exert themfelves.in pro-
moting enliftments into the regular and minute fervice adopted by this
_Convention; and it is 1'ec01n111elldef1 to the fCV.Cl‘al diftri& committees
to pay proper attention to the merit of Fhe faid volunteers, in their
choice of efficers. | . . ;

Refolved, that the treafurer do, from time to time, advance to the
members of the Committee of Safety fifteen (hillings per day, to defray
their reafonable expenfes during their attendance on dutv.

- Mr. Pendleton, from the perfons appointed to prepare and bring in
an ordinance to provide for paying the expenfes of the delegates from
this colony to the General Congrefs,. prefented to the Convention, ac-
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cording to order, the faid ordinance;- which was read the Beft time, |
-and ordered to be read a fecond time. '
An ordinance, for regulating the eleGion of delegates and afcertain-
ing their allowances, and alfo for regulating the election of committee-
-men in the feveral counties and corporations within this colony, and
- for other purpofes therein mentioned, having been fairly tranferibed,
was read a third time. - : A
Refolved, that the faid ordinance do pals. ~ :
An ordinance, to provide for paying the expenfes of the delegates -
from this colony to the General Congrefs, was read a fecond time,
ordered to be fairly tranfcribed, and read a third time. j
An ordinance, for appointing commiflioners to fettle the accounts of.
the militia lately drawn out into actual fervice, and for making pro-’
vifion to pay the fame, having been fairly tranferibed, was read a
third time. i '
Refolved, that the faid ordinance db pafs. L
Ordered, that the title of the faid ordinance be Az ordinance for zz]ﬁ-:s
pointing commiflioncrs to fetrle the accounts of the militia lately drawn our”'.
into actual fervice, and for making provifion to pay the fame, as well as the ;
expenfe of rgifing and providing for the forces and minute-men diretted to be i

T A S i T

embodied for the defence of this colony. , "l
An ordinance, to provide for paying the expenfes of the delegates ’
from this colony to the General Congrefs, having been fairly tranf~’’
cribed, was read a third time, and the blanks therein filled up.
Refolved, that the faid ordinance do pafs. e iy ¥ :
The order of the day, for the Convention to refolve itlelf into a |
committee on the ordinance for eftablifhing a general teft, being read, 1
- Ordered, that the fame be put off till the firft day of the next Con~ .

vention. . ‘ ,
Refolved, that it be recommended to tlie committees of the {everal |

counties and corporations in this colony to call all co].lezftors and receiv®
ers of fines heretofore tinpofed by any court-n}artlal, and all other' g
perfons who have any money-in their hands arifing from fuch fines, !
to an immediate daccount for the fame, ";md, after paying any arrears 1

which may be due for arms or trophies,formffr!y purchafed, apply any {
~ fuch money for providing arms and ammunition for the ufe of their [
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refpetive counties and corporations, in {uch manner as they (hall

think beft. - }

© Mr. Adams, from the committee appointed to examine, ftate, and
- report the claims of fuch officers and men as had been appointed and
* enlifted purfuant to a former refolution, reported, that they had ex-

amined the claims of the officers and foldiers in the county of Che/ler-
field, and thatit appeared to them that the faid officerS-Were chofen by
the committee of the faid county, and direéted to raifathe men, in
confequence of which they (werc accordingly enlifted, and are entitled

to pay as follows:

To Fobn Markham, captain, four days, at 6s. A R
To William Black, lieutenant, four days, at 4s. 0 1650
To George Hauncock, enfign, four days, at3s.. 0120
To Thomas Bevinton, and MatthewFowler, ferjeants, } o gt B

; four days each, at 2s. | Pl

To thirty three privates, four days each, at 1s. 4d. 294 a
~To five privates, three days each, at 1s. 4d. 1 oo
' - L. 13 40

Refolved, \tha.t the treafurer do pay the faid 13l 48. ag

foregoing report.

reeable to the

Whereas, by a refolution of the Convention held in the month of
March laft, the feveral courts in this colony were directed to proceed
to give judgments againft fheriffs and other collectors for money or
tobacco received by them, and it is reprefented to this Convention, that
feveral fheriffs, in order to evade paying the money received on execu-
tions levied by them, refufe to return {uch executions, ,
" * Refolved therefore, that it be recommended to the feveral courts of
Juftice in this colony to put in execution the laws now in force to com-
pel the fheriffs to return executions, and to call all publick creditors

to account. : .

A petition of fundry merchants, and others, natives of Great Britain,
- and refident in this colony, was prefented to the Convention, and read ;
fetting forth, that being chiefly agents, factors, and perfons who,
to and employed in commerce,

from their youth, have been bred

up
N



[ 50 1

they have at no time interfered with the civil inftitations of the country,
but have always acted in conformity to the laws, under which they
have enjoyed the beft {ecurity for their perfons and property ; that with
this experience of the protection derived from falutary laws, as well
as from the happy intercourfe they have enjoyed with the inhabitants,
many of them had formed connexions of the moft endearing nature,
and had invefted confiderable portions. of their property in real eftates,
with a viewilef continuing their refidence among a people with
whom they ‘had hitherto lived in much harmony; that their fears
were much awakencd from. the,ill-grounded prejudices which the

are informed actuate the minds of {ome of the people of this colony
againft them, as a body who arc not natives of the land, a circum-
ftance which, being accidental, cannét be imputed to them as a fault,
and thercfore hoping.to ftand in the fame light with- other fubjeéts
who conform to the laws; that they are very fenfible the unhappy
differences fubfifting between the parent ftate and her colomies have
given rife to diftinétions to their prejudice amongft the natives of the
country, and excited jealoufies of them which otherwife had never
exifted; that, difcriminated from the reft of the fociety, and placed
in a fulpicious point of view, they prefume to lay before this Con-
vention the hardfhips of their fituation, and,  in the fincerity of their
hearts, declare, that they hold the people of this colony in the higheft -
eftimation as friends and fellow-fubjels; and that, in war or peace,
they will cheerfully contribute, ‘with them, to the exigencies of their
common ftate; that in all internal commotions, or infurrections, they
pledge their faith,- at the ritk of their lives and fortunes, jointly With‘»,,
their fellow-fubjects of this colony, to defend t!xe.coumry; fl_nd. tha.t,

“in cafe of an attack from the troops of Grear Britain, t‘hey‘w;]] not aid
in any manner, or communicate i\ntelligen?e to thflill’} by letter or-
otherwife; . that they beg leave to affare this Convention they wifh
not an exemption from the hardfhips and .burthen‘s to Wl,“f:h the people -
of this country are expofed, from the civil contc.:ﬂ.t fubf?&mg.wyth the
parent flate, bat are willing, and ready, to participate in all inftances,
except taking up arms againft the people among whom they~were
Lorn, and with whom, perhaps, they are conpe&ed by the neareﬂ:x ?

IR
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{ . i "
- ties of confanguinity; that they entreat the impartial and favourable
Attention of .the Convention to this circamftance, and beg that a line
" of conduct might be marked out, by. which, in this dangerous crifs,
. they may move as ufeful members of the community, without being;
) held to the neceflity of fhedding the blood of their countrymen, an
.+ adt at which nature recoils, and which every feeling of humanity for-
. bids; that, allowed this, they repeat their readinefs to ftand up, with
. the foremoft, in defence of the country againft internal infurrections,,
and in its fupport, by the moft liberal and cheerful contributions; and
that the fupreme director of the univerfe might infpire this Convention
With wildom to puta pericd to this unnatural contf'ﬂ, .‘and reflore this
‘Ohce happy land to peace, fafety, and union with its parent ftate,
Was their moft ardent wifh. & Se '
- Refolved unanimoufly, that-the faid petition is reaf‘m?z}blc; and it is
{Yecommended to the committees of the feveral counties and corpora-
{tions, and others the good people of this colony, to treat all fuch
AMatives of Grear. Britain refident here, as deo not fhow themfelves
"{tnemies to the common caufe of” Zierica, with lenity and friendfhip;
‘to protect ali perfens whatloever in 'the juft enjoyment-of their civil
tights and liberty, to difcountenance all national reflections, to pre-
f ferve, to the utmoft of their power, internal peace fmd good order; and
~ to promote union, harmeny, and mutual good-will, among all ranks
of people. ‘ , * 2
Refolved alfo, that the faid petition, together with this refolve, - be
orthwith publifthed in the Virginia gazettes. N
. The Convention then, according to the order of vtheday, refolved
telf into a committee on the ordinance to encourage the making falt-
Detre, gunpowder, lead, the refining {ulphur, and providing arms for
the ufe of this ‘colony; and after fomeé time fpent therein, mr. Prefi-
| lent refumed the chair, and mr. Harrifon reported, that the committee
Had, according to order, had under their confideration the fhid ordi-
Rance; batifot having time to go through the fame, had dire¢ted him
1o move for leave to {it again. . ¥ g :
. Refolved, that this Convention will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a’

! c"’111\1nittce on the {aid ordinance.

i

i
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Refolved, that it be an inftruction to the Committee of Safety that
they forthwith caufe to be erected a magazine, at fome fit and conve”
nient place, for the reception of arms and ammunition; and that they

- appoint a guard, to be drawn out of the minute-men or militia, for .
the fafe keeping and prefervation of the fame, from time to time, 3.
the exigence of affairs may require. . T
. Refolved, that it be recommended to the committees of the feveral'
counties and corporations to’appoint proper perfons of their body, with

in fuch diftri¢ts as to them fhall feem convenient, to take a lift of the

number of perfons therein of all ages and fexes, diftingaifhing whethe! .
they be male or female, white or black, and of the males whethes

they be above or under fixteen years of age; from which lifts the cony
mittee fhall caufe a general county or corporation lift to be made and|
returned to the Prefident of the _Convention, without delay, who is!
“defired, from them, to caufe a general colony lift to be formed, and}
certify the fame to the Continental Congrefs. - y
Adjourned till to-morrow, ¢ o’clock. r(

S AT UDR D A Y, Avcust 206, 1775 |
~FHE Convention procéeded, by ballot, to appoint a place for the;
meeting of the next Convention; and the members having pré”
pared tickets with the name of the place to be appointed for the pur’,
pofe aforefaid, and put the fame into the ballot box, mr. Carringtoth
wor. Braxton, war. Stubblefield, and mr. Cary, were appointed a com”
mittee to examine the ballot box, and to report on which place the
majority falls, who retired, and after fome time returned into Con’,
vention, and reported, that the numbers on the ballot appeared 25|
follows : ' L !
‘ For the town of Richmond, - . 25 :
For the'city of IWilliamsburg, - 22
. -For the town of Fredericksburgs = UL Y
And the queftion being then put,: whether the town’_,ofﬁ%’z‘cbmbﬂlf’ ;
or the city of Williamsburg, fhould be the place for holding the nest |
Convention, a majority appeared in favour of the town of Richmond»
Refolved therefore, that the next meeting of this Convention be at
the faid town of Richmond, I . !

1
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- Mr. Banifter, from the perfons appointed to drawup and report the |
iforms of proper commiflions to be granted to the officers of the regular
orces, minute-men, and militia of this colony, reported the {ollow-,
ling forms of the faid commiflions, which were read, .and on the quef~
'tion feverally put thereon,. agreed to by the Convention. /
"Form of a commiffion for the COLONEL of the firft regiment, and comman-
T~ der in chief of the REGULAR FORGES. N
'The Committee of Safety for the colony'of Virginia to PATRICK
j e - HENRY, efg; e
1 s § THEREAS by a refolution of the delegares of this colony, in Convention 2
VY affembled, it was determined thar you rhe Jaid Patrick Henry,  ¢fq;
Should be colonel of the firft regiment of regulary, and commander in chicf of
vall zthe forces to be raifed for the protettion and defence of this colony, and,
by an ordinance of zf/zéﬁid Conwention, it is provided, t/)(z{ the Commitree- cf
Safery fhould iffue all military commiffions: No'w,. in j)m:/zm;;ce of the Jaid /
power 10 us granied, and in conformity to {/)e appointment of the Convention,
we the [aid Commitzee of Safety do conflirute and commiffion you the faid
Patrick Henry, e/y; colonel of the firft regiment of regulars, and comman- -
der in chief of all fuch orher jorces as may, by order of the Convention,” or
Committee of Safery, be direited ro adt in compunition with them ;2 and with
the [aid forces, or any of them,” you are hereby empowered o refift and repel
Lall hoftile invafions, and quell and fupprefls any iufurreions which may be
made or attempted againft the peace and [afety of this his.majefly’s colony and.
\dominion.  And we do require you to exert your utmof? efforts for the promo-
“tion of difcipline and order amonyghe officers and foldicrs under your command,
agreeable o fuch ordinances, rules, and articles, which are now, or hereafter
may be, inflituted for the government and regulation of rhe army; and that
you pay due obedience 1o all orders and inflructions which from time to time
you may receive fiom the Convention or Committee of Safery ; .10 bold, cxer-
cife, and enjoy, “the faid office of colonel and commander in chicf of the forces,
and to perform and execute the power and authority aforefaid, and all other |
things awhich are truly and of right incidental to your /dl'}l office, during 1he. |
Pleafure of 1he Comvention, ~and no longer.  And we dy hereby réquire and // :
command all oﬁce;‘.r} and foldiers, qud Oéfvery perfon TU@M[Z)@@;‘!‘,_ i any w ay | )

1
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voncerned, to be obedient and affifting to you in all things touching the due

exccuzion of this commiffion, according to the purport or intent thereof.
Given under-our hands, at = <, this

o day of Ny > anno dort. 177

~ CommrssioNn to a COLONEL of the MINUTE-MEN.

- .The Committee of Safety of the colony of Virginia r0 - > efquire.
'R/_ HEREAS iz ir provided, by an ordinance of the Convention, that @
_ brz{mlm;z of 71’4'171711(."7716’/‘;.!'_/]JOZIIII. be enlifled, trained, and difeiplined,
in cach of the difiridls thercin-wentioned, -and by rhe fame authority it is
ordained thar alf commillions for officers to conmmand the faid minute-men fhould
iffus fiom the Committee of Safery: Now, in purfuance of the [aid power.
and authority vo us given, we do by thefe prfents confliture and commiffion

you the faid colonel of the battalion of minute-men in the diftrift
of « You are therefore to ait as colonel, by duly exercifing

the officers and [oldiers under your command, raking care that they be provided
with arms and ammunition, agrecable to the ordinances of the Conventiony
aud you arc to pay a ready obedience to all orders and inftrultions which from -
time to time you may receive from the Convention, Committee of Safery, or
any of your fuperiour officers, agreeable to the rules and articles ordained by
‘the Convention.  And we do require all officers and foldiers under your com-
mand to be obedient, and- to -aid you in the exccution. of this commiffion,
according to the intent and purport thereof. ' s &
Given under our hands, at s, this .

day of : , anno dom. 177,

CommIssioNn to a COUNTY-LIEUTENANT. .
The Committee of Safety for the colony of Virgmia zo

Y wirtue of the power and authority <invefled iv us by rthe delegares

and. reprefentotives of the feveral countics and_corporations within this
colony, in Geieral Convention affembled, -we, repofing ¢fpecial truft and con-
fidence in your patriotifin, fidelity, courage, 4”{1 good 507241{6‘7; do~.lz)" _’/)‘:'/:’
prefents confliture and appoint you to be cou,rzry-lzeufqmnr of the mz.lz'tm of
the county of - - < ; andyou are t/_)_ﬁ'-t_’fé"& carefully q;zd-'dzlzger?tly
ro difcharge the traft repofed in you, by dzﬁ_z])lmmg all-officers and [oldiers
under your command ; and we do hereby require them to obey you as their
county-licutenaus. Aud you are to obferve and follow all fuch orders and

~
s
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diredtions as you [hall from time to time receive from the Convention, the.
Commitree of Safery for the time being, or any ﬁ;periour officer, “according to
the rules and regulations eftablifbed by rhe Convenrion. S
Givewn under our hands, at : . this
day of s auno doin. ¥74
The Convention, according to the order of the day, refolved itfelf
_into a committce on the ordinance to encourage the making falipetre, -
. .gunpowder, lead, the refining {ulpbur, and providing arms for the
~ufe of "this colony; and after {ome time {pent therein, mr. Prefident
refumed the chair, and mr. Harrifon reported, that the comimittee had,
according to order, had under their confideration the faid ordinance,
‘and had gone throughthe fame, and made feveral amendments thereto,
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerk’s
table, where the fame were again twice read, - and on the queftion
f'evm'aﬂy put thereon, 'agx‘eed to by the g()lﬂ’en'i_:ionf o /
Ordered, that the faid ordinance, togcthe.r \’Vl.t'h the feveral amend-
ments, be fairly tranfcribed, z}nd read a thn{d time. . L
~~Ordered, that the publick- printer do fend twenty two copies of the
ordinances of this Convention to'the comumnittees of the feveral counties
and corporations within this colony. , . :
“Refolved, that it be recommendecd to the committees of the {everal
countics and corporations, where it is not already done, to complete
the collection of the money by them judged requifite for the purchafe
of gunpowder, lead, flints, ‘and cartridge paper, according tothe re-
folution of the Convention in March laft, in order to place the whole
colony on an equal footing in that particular, and return a ftate of fuch
colledtion to the next Convention. g =
Refolved, that in cafe the Brizifh miniftry fhall atterapt to enforce
the a@ of parliament for preventing the erection of plating and flitting
mill§ in Anerica, this Convention will recompenfe to the proprietors of
the two firft of fuch mills as fhall be"‘ﬁ'n‘iﬂlzed_ and fet to work in this.
colony all lofles they may refpectively fuftain in confequence of fuch
endeavours of adminiftration. - : : S
_An ordinance, to encourage the making faltpetre, gunpowder, Iead,
the refining fulphur;. - and providing arms for the ufe.of: this coleny,
having been fairly tranfcribed, wasread a third time, and the blanks
therein filled up. ' o Mt

.

-,
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" Refolved, that the fusd ordinance do pafs. | :

. .O"d“'?d, that the title of the faid ordinance be Ar ordingnce for pro-

Viding arms and ammynizion Sor-the ufe of this colony. L A
Refolved, that the feveral fums f‘b]?O\Vilig be paid to the feveral offi-

cers of this Convention, for their fervices during the prefent feffion.

To the rev. Miles Selden, chaplain to the Convention, £ 40 0 o
To mr. Johu Tazewell, clerk of the Convention, =~ 150 0 o
To mr. William Dandridge, junior. ~ : 25 0.0
To mr. Thomas Claiborne, mcflenger to the Convention, 50 0 O
__To Robert Hyland, Fohu Creagh, William Drinkard, William Hix, and

Richard W illiams, do{)r-kccpers to the Convention, 201, each. 4
Ie appearing to the Convention, that Orway Byrd, elq; had, on ac-
count of his attachment to American liberty, refigned his provifion and
profpeds in the Britifh navy, and may be deftitute of employment,
Refolved, that the faid Otway Byrd, efy; be flrongly recommended
to his excellency general 77 afbingzon, and the Conventions of our fiftey
colnnies to the eaftward, for promotion in the army in that neighbour- "
hood; and that until fuch promotion fhall take place, or it be other- !
wifle ordered by this Convention, that he be allowed ten fhillings per
day to fupport him as a cadet in the continental army, to commence
the day he joins the fid army, and that he be alfo allowed the fum of
501. to be paid him immediately. . o
‘The foregoing declaration was prefented to the Convention, maturely
confidered, and unanimoufly agreed to. o :

« DECLARATION of the DELEGATES deputed by the [everal counties and
corporations in the colony and dominion of Virginia to reprefent llzqm m Cenerql
 Convention, fetting forth the caufe of their mecting, and the neceflity O_f immedi-
ately putting the country into a pofture of defence, for the better protection of their
lives, liberties, and properties. o L .
HE advantages refulting from the wifeft inftitutions, and the price of all.
fublunary enjoyments, are beft to be e{ﬁmamd. from their lofs or dm;n-
nution. By this accurate feale, we are taughtto w eigh tl}e’n?any bleflings e~
rived to this once happy‘country from our excellent COPﬁHuthr]. So 101‘113% as
this was.maintained on'its original principles, and remained inviolate, all was
well with us; every thing flowed in-a proper, peacefnl channel ; all were quict,
and at eafe. But, how great the change! how dreadful the reverfe!
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! The tim=s were, and thefe not very diftant, when the reprefentatives of the
people, with much pleafure, met their governoursin General Aflembly. In

thefe affemblies the greateft harmony prevailed, till a fatal change of minifterial
fyftems took place. A caufelefs, bafty diffolution, drove the reprefentative
body to the unhappy dilemma of either facrificing the moft eflential interefts of
their conflituents, or of meeting in General Convention, to aflert and preferve
them. ‘The unlucky incidents here alluded to are of publick notoriety, and:
need not a particalar enumeration. :

- _Repeated prorogations of our Affembly, when the country was in the great-
eft diltrefs, rendered a Convention, in the month of March laft, abfolutely ne-
ceflary. The delegates of the people then met in full Convention, the moft
numerous Affembly that had ever been known in this colony, taking a view of
our unhappy fitnation ; confidering the country expofed to the moft eminent:
dangers, as well from invafions as infurre@ions ; knowing its then defencele(s
ftagc, and feeing no proi‘pc&'ﬁthat opportunity would be giv.en t}_lem in (_3cner-:11
Aflembly to provide and guard againft fuch extenfive evils, judged it their
indifpenfable duty to put the country into a pofture of defence. They recom-
mended a due attention to the militia law ; but confidering this inadequate to
the purpofe, they farther advifed the raifing one or more volunteer companies
in each county. Inall their tranfaétions, however, aproper regard and refpe&-

was paid to government. p

In a fhort time afterwards, a moft extraordinary manceuvre was exerted by
the governour to render this country ftill more defencclefs, by removing our
fmall ftock of gunpowder from the publick magazine, and firipping of their
lJocks a great number of the publick arms. It is very remarkable, that this
was done at a time when he acknowledged to have received information that
an infurreétion was apprehended in a ‘neighbouring county. This, together
with his lordfhip’s threats of emancipatingour {laves, and reducing to afhes the
principal city in this colony, added to the many alarn.wing accounts received
from the northern colonies, could not but excite the jealoufies, and awaken
the fears, of the people. .

The country, by thefe means, being: thrown into a ferment, and there being
little ground of hope that the Affembly would be called, it was thought advif=
able that a General Convention fhould be fpecdily held, to take under their con-
fideration the ftate of the colony. The' governour, howcyer, on receipt_ of
defpatches from England, was pleafed to }ﬂue his proclamation for convening
the General Affembly, The defign of calling a Convention was then laid afide,
in hopes that matters might, in another place, be fettled and adjufted in the
ufual mode. The proceedings of the Houfe of Burgefles, the governour’s
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¢onduct towards them, his withdrawing from the feat of his government, and
taking up his refidence ‘on board one of his majefty’s fhips of war, the many
obftructions given by his lordfhip to'the bufinefs of the Aflembly, and his deter-
mined refolution to render abortive thofe very meafures he had recommended,
are faithfully and impartially fubmitted to the publick, in a pamphlet publifh-
ed'by order of the Houfe of Burgefles.

The two other branches of our legiflature, his majefty’s Council and the Bur-
gefles, finding that his lordfhip had refited their jont and moft carnelt entrea-
ties, and that he was refolved not to return to the duties of his ftation, adjourn- '
ed themfelves to the month of October next. '

The governour ftill continuing on board the man of war, if his former con-
duc&t, his repeated and horrible threats, his at leaft connivance at the detention of
fome of our {laves on board the fame fhip, and a’too well-grounded report of
his having folicited troops to be fent among(t us, fome of which are now arriv-
ed, could have left a doubt of his hoftile intentions towards this country, the
burrying his moft amiable lady and his children a.cro{'s the ‘Atlantick, under a
frivolous and groundlefs pretence of their being 1n danger amongft a people .
by whom they were aniverfally efteemed and refpected, holds out to us anirre-
fragable proof of his fixed determination to do this unhappy country every iu-
jury in his power. g

- Under thefe embarraflments, feeing an unufual refort of {hips of war and
other armed veflels in our harbours, knowing the threats of one of their com-
manders, in fhort, when expofed to fuch accumulated dangers, what could
be expected of this country? 'That we fhould fit fupinely down, and fuffer the
views and machinations ofan arbitrary relentlefs miniftry to be carried into ex-
ecution, without oppofition or controul? The juftice due to this community;
cvery motive to publick virtue, confpire in forbidding it. We therefore, de-
puted for this important purpofe, have met in General Convention, and taken
into our molft ferious confideration the ftate of thecolony. Sinceour aflemblin
we have received authentick intelligence of the remorfelefs fary with which ge-
neral Gage and his coadjutors are endeavouring to fpread fire, famine, and the -
moft horrid defolation, throughout a fifter colony of their infidious and cruel
attempts to ftir up the barbarous favages againft the inhabitants onthe frontiers
of thedifferent colonies. We have feen a declaration of the Continental Con-
grefs, which proves the neceflity of an immediate preparation for our fecurity,
by putting this whole country into a full ftate of defence, both againft invafions
and infurre@ions. Inthe prefent untoward and diftrefsfulfituation of our affairs,
and the better to preferve the peace and good order of the community, we
are farther driven to the very difagreeable neceflity of fupplying the prefent
want of government, by appointing proper guardians of therightsand libertiesof
~our country, But, left our views and defigns fhotld be mifreprefented or mif-
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- underftood, we again, and forall, publicklyand folemnly declare, before God
and the world, that we do bear faith and true allegiance to his majefty George
the third, our only lawful and rightful king ; that we will, fo long as it may
. be in our power, defend him and his government, as founded on the laws and
well known principles of the conftitution; that we will, to the utmoft of our
power, preferve peaceand good order throughout the country, and endeavour,
by every honourable mieans, to promote a reftoration of that friendfhip and
amity which fo long and happily fubfifted between our fellow-fubjects in Great
Britain and the inhabitants of America; that as, on the one hand, weare deter=
mined to defend onr lives and properties, and maintain our juft rights and pri-
vileges, at every, even the extremeft hazard, {o, on theother, itis our fixed
and unalterable refolution to difband fuch forces as may be raifed in this colony

whenever our dangers are removed, and America is reftored to that former .

frate of tranquillity and happinefs, the interruption of which is fo much deplored
by us and every friend to either country. ) _

It remains a bounden duty on us to commit our caufe to the juftice of that fu-
preme being who ruleth and ordereth all human events with unerring wifdom,
moft humbly befeeching: him to take this colony, and the whole continent, un-~
der his fatherly and divine protection, and that he will be gracioufly pleafed to
foften the hearts of all thofe who meditate evil againft our land, and infpire

“them with the pureft fentiments of juftice, moderation, and brotherly affection.

RO. C. NICHOILAS, prefident pro tethaf"e. ‘

- (A copy) .
Joun Tazewerr, clerk of the Convention,
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Page 4th.  After Henry Field, read, and Henry Pe;édleton? ‘
Page 24th. line 6ths  Xufteadof faze of the colony, read, faid ordinance,
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