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ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE

READER

HE prefent Edition of my Lord Bacon’s Works contains

l all the pieces of that great man, which are, we believe,

any where extant. And we hope it will be found the
moft accurate and elegant, as well as the only complete one,
that has been hitherto offered to the public.

Tur additional pieces, and many Letters not inferted in the
laft Edition, and fome never before publithed ; as alfo feveral
of the Law-Tracts, are printed from the original Manufcripts
communicated by the Right Honourable the Earl of Oxford ;
all which have been carefully collated by the reverend and
learned Mr. 7. Birch.

Tue law-tra&s, which in all other Editions were {o incor-
rectas to be often unintelligible, have been revifed by a Gentle-
man of that profeflion : thealterations made are either founded
on the authority of Manulcripts, or fuch as the {fenfe neceflarily
requires.

IT was found neceffary to change the difpofition of the
whole fourth volume : and the letters are digefted into a regu-
lar {eries of time.

To the whole is prefixed a new Life of the Author; com-
pofed entirely from authentic vouchers: but with what judg-
ment and fpirit, the public alone has a right to determine.
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FRANGCIS BACON,
- Lord High Chancellor of England.

the a&ions and chara&ers of their Dead fhould be fo-

lemnly canvafled before certain Judges; in order to
regulate what was due to their memory.. No quality, however
exalted, no abilities, however eminent, could exempt the pof-
feflors from this laft and impartial trial. To ingenuous minds
this was a powerful incentive, id the purfuit of virtue: and a
ftrong reftraint on the moft abandoned, in their career of vice.
Whoever undertakes to write the life of -any perfon, deferving
to be remembered by pofterity; ought to look upon this law as
prefcribed to him. He is fairly to record the faults as well as
the good qualities, the failings as well as the perfections, of the
Dead; with this great view, to warn and improve the Living.
For this reafon, tho I fhall dwell with pleafure on the
thining part of my Lord Bacon’s chara&er, as a writer; I fhall
not dare either to eonceal or palliate his blemifhes, as a man.
It equally concerns the public to be made acquainted with
both.

Sir Vicholas Bacon was the firft Lord Keeper of the Seals in-
velted with all the dignity, and trufted with all the power, of
a Lord Chancellor. This high employment he held under
Quecn Elizabeth near twenty years: a minifter confiderably
learned, of remarkable prudence and honefty; ferving his coun-
try with the integrity of a good man, and preferving, through
the whole courfe of his profperity, that moderation and plain-
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THE LIFE OF THE

nefs of manners which adorn a great man. His fecond wife
was a daughter of Sir Anzhony Cooke, who had been precep-
tor to Edward the Sixth, and of whom hiftorians have made
honourable mention for his skill in the learned languages.
Neither have they forgot to celebrate ¢his Lady, on the fame
account. To the truth of which even an enemy bore teftimo-
ny, while he reproached her with having tranflated, from the
Latin, Bithop Fewel’s apology for the Church of England.

~ Sucu were the parents of Francis Bacow, whofe Life I am
writing. Of two fons, by this marriage, he was the youngeft:
and born at York-Houfe in the Strand, the twenty-fecond of
Fanuary 1561. As he had the good fortune to come into the
world at a period of time when arts and {ciences were efteemed
and cultivated, by the Great and Powerful, almoft in the fame
degree they are now neglected; fo he brought with him a ca-
pacity for every kind of knowledge, ufeful and ornamental.
An original genius, formed not to receive implicit notions of
thinking and reafoning from what was admitted and taught be-
fore him; but to prefcribe laws himfelf,. in the empire of learn~
ing," to his own and fucceeding ages. '

He gave marks, very early, of a pregnant and happy difpo-
fition, far above his years. We are told that Queen Efizabesh
took a particular delight in trying him with queftions; and re-
ceived {fo much fatisfation from the good fenfe and manlinefs
of his anfwers, that fhe was wont to call him, in mirth, her
young Lord Keeper. One faying of his deferves to be remem-
bered. The Queen having asked him his age, while he was
yet a boy; he anfwered readily, that he was juft two years
younger than her happy reign.

Or his education I know no particulars, till he was fegt to
ftudy in the univerfity of Cambridge under Dr. Whitgift, af-
terwards Archbifhop of Canterbury: and I find he was entered

iihof yuneof Trinity-College in his twelfth year. The progrefs he made

1573

was rapid and uncommon: for he had run through the whole
circle of the liberal arts, as they were then taught, before he
was fixteen. But what is far more furprizing; he began, even
then, to fee through the emptinefs and futility of the philofo-
phy in vogue: and to conjeéture, that ufeful knowledge muft
be raifed on other foundations, and built up with other. mate-
rials, than had been employed through a tra&t of many centu-

“ ries



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON. i1
ties backward. In this, his own genius, aided by a fingular
difcernment, muft have been his only preceptor. 1n matters of
reafoning, the Authority of Ariffetle was flill acknowledged
infallible in the Schools; as much as that of the Pope, in affairs
of religion, had lately been acknowledged, there and every
where elfe. And our Author may be juftly ftiled the firft great
Reformer of philofophy. He had the prepofieflions; the vo-
luminous and ufelefs reading, nay he had the vanity of ‘men
grown old in contrary opinions, to ftruggle with: yet he lived
to fee a confiderable revolution on his fide. Another age
brought over the Learned of all Nations to his party. |

It may be juftly wondered at, that the Lord Keeper; a -
nifter of great obfervation on men and things, fhould have fent
his fon to travel at the age of fixteen ; as we find he did : for, by
a letter from Sir Amias Powlet, then Ambaflador in France, it
is certain that young Bacon was at Parfs, and under his roof, in
the year 1577. We need but look around us, to be convinced
how little our Youth of quality, who vifit foreign countries
about that age, are wont to profit either in tafte, wifdom, or
morals. But perhaps he difcovered in his fon a maturity of
difcretion and judgment beyond what is common to that early
feafon of life. However that was, the Ambaffador conceived
a very favourable opinion of Bacon ; for he *fent him over to
the Queen with a commiffion that required fecrecy and dif-
patch : of which he acquitted himfelf with applaufe, and then
returned to finith his travels. The native bent of his mind,
ftrongly turned to refle&tion and enquiry, fuffered him not to
ftop thortat the ftudy of languages, but led him higher to re-
mark accurately on the cuftoms and manners of thofe that {poke
them ; on the charaders of their Princes, and on the conftitu-
tion of their {everal governments. In proof of this, there is flill
extant among his works, a paper of obfervations on the gene-
ral ftate of Europe, written by him fhortly after this time ; as
I have difcovered by a circumftance mentioned in it *.

As he was the youngeft {fon, {o he feems to have been the fa-
vourite of his father ; who had fet apart a confiderable fum of
money to purchafe an eftate for him, in his abfence. But be-
fore that kind intention could take effect, the Lord-Keeper died

fuddenly,

* He fays that Henry 111. of France was then 30 years old : now that King be-
gan his reign in 1574, at theage of 24 years.  So that Bacon was then nineteen
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fuddenly, by the following accident. He was under the hands
of his barber, and, the weather being fultry, had ordered a
window before him to be thrown open. As he was become
very corpulent, he prefently fell afleep in the current of frefh
air that was blowing in upon him ; and awaked after fome
time, diftempered all over. Why, faid he to the fervant, did
you fuffer me to fleep thus expofed ? The fellow replied, that
he durft not prefume to difturb him. Then, faid the Lord
Keeper, by your civility Ilofe my life: and fo removed into
his bed-chamber, where he died a few days after. Thus there
remained to his youngeft fon only the {mall proportion of a
fum, which was to be divided among five brothers.

Tue narrownefs of his circumftances obliged him to think of
fome profeflion for a fubfiftance : and he applied himfelf, mote -
thro neceflity than choice, to the ftudy of the common law. For
that purpofe, he placed himfelf in the fociety of Gray's-Inn ;
where his fuperiour talents rendered him the ornament of the
Houfe: as the gentlenefs and affability of his deportment won
hin the affetionof allits members.  Inhis profeflion, he quickly
rofe to {o much eminence and reputation, that, at the age of
twenty eight years, he wasnamed by Elizabetb her learned coun-
cil extraordinary: a diftin&ion which he needed no affiftance
from his father’s merit with her to deferve. It was however next
to impoflible that fo noble a genius, born to embrace the whole
compafs of fcience, thould confine its refearches within the
narrow and perplexed ftudy of precedents and authorities ; a
ftudy hedged round with brambles and thorns, dark and bar-
barous in its beginnings, and rendered in its progrefs ftill more
obfcure, by the learned dulnefs of commentators and compilers:
men, for the moft part, of indefatigable induftry, and of no
fpirit or difcernment.  Accordingly we find that in zAis inzer~
val he often gave full {cope to his conceptions ; furveying the
whole ftate of learning, obferving its defects, and imagining
the proper niethods to fupply them. This he firft attempted
in a treatife which he entitled Tue GreaTesT BirTH oF TiME ;
as appears from a letter, written after his retirement, to father
Fulgentio the Venetian, in which he pafles a kind of cenfure
on the pompous and fwelling title prefixed to it. Tho the
piece itfelf is loft, it appears to have been the firft outlines of
that amazing defign, which he afterwards filled up and finithed

in
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in his grand Inftauration of the f{ciences. As there is not a
more amufing, perhaps a more ufeful {peculation, than that
of tracing the hiftory of the human mind, if I may {o exprefs
my felf, inits progreflion from truth to truth, and from dif-
covery to difcovery; the intelligent reader would doubtlefs
have been pleafed to fee, in the trat I am {peaking of, by
what fteps and gradations a {fpirit like Bacon's advanced in
building up, for more than thirty years together, his
new and univerfal theory: He thought himfelf born for the
ufe of human kind: and in the letter above mentioned, ftiles
himfelf, the fervant of pofterity. =

 Tusss few hints for filling up this firft part of our Author’s
life, trivial and unfatisfactory as they may appear, I have yet
been obliged to glean here and there in the rubbifh of {everal
colletions, where they lay fcattered, without order or con-
ne&tion. But I fhall now no longer regard Bacon as a mere
philofopher ; as a man of {peculation who converfed only with
books and his own thoughts, in the fhade of retirement and lei-
fure. The courfe of his fortunes produced him on the great
theatre of the world, involvedhim in bufinefs, and complicated
him with the moft confiderable perfons of the age he lived in.
He was honourably employed by one Prince, and highly pre-
ferred under another. It will be therefore neceffary, that this
hiftory may have its due extent and ufefulnefs, to exhibit a ge-
neral profpect of the two reigns in which Bacor flourithed
and fell, at leaft in their priscipal points of view. The
characers of thofe with whom he had any connedion will
illuftrate his, and fhew it in a truer, as well as a fuller light.

I mave yet another reafon for enlarging thisaccount beyond
the ordinary limits.  Our Author’s letters are written, many of
them at leaft, on public occafions, and may be confidered as
the moft authentic vouchers for {everal remarkable occurrences,
in which he himfelf was an acor, and well acquainted with
the fecret motives on which others acted. But as thofe things
are for the moft part only hinted at, or no farther opened than
to {erve the prefent purpofe of his letter ; they will require to be
developed at fome length, and ranged into their proper places.

Evizaseru had a larger fhare of good fenfe and found
judgment than is commonly to be met with among women ;
accompanied with a greatnefs of mindand fteadinefs of purpofe

Vor. L b that
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that might do honour to the beft of men. Thefe hef natural
endowments received much, tho fevere, improvement from the
dangers the was expofed to in the firft part of her life. She
grew up in a ftriét attention over her own a&ions, even over her
looks and words, from the rigor of her father’s temper, and
particularly from the jealous cruelty of her fifter’s adminiftra-
tion : a fhort but memorable peried of time! when Englond
beheld, under a female reign, fuch inftances of mercilefs rage,
fuch fcenes of horror, as had of old ftartled the Roman World,
under a Vero and a Domitian. The dreadful genius of that
fuperftition to which fhe had devoted herfelf, then exerted
its {pirit undifguifed, in betraying, tormenting, butchering, by
the miniftry of inhuman priefts and inquifitors, whoever would
not profefs what he could not poflibly believe. If we may cre-
dit Hiftorians, they had even doomed Elizabeth her {elf to die:
and fhe efcaped, miraculoufly, not by the kindnefs, but the
policy of Philip; himfelf a tyrant, the cooleft and moft deter-
mined of thefe latter ages.

AT her acceflion to the throne, the found her revenues an-
ticipated or exhaufted; her kingdom, thro the fanguinary
madnefs of her predeceffor, disjointed and broken of its vigor
within: at the fame time unfupported by allies and without
confideration abroad. Her good fenfe led her to fee, by the
errors of her father and her fifter, that fhe could expe&t to
reign with fecurity, only by deferving the confidence and
gaining the love of the nation: and that in order thereto, fhe
muit propofe to herfelf no other end of ruling but the happi-
nefs and honour of all her people. This {yftem of policy, fo
fimple in itfelf, fo glorious in its confequences, and yet by pi'inces
fo feldom purfued, the adhered to fteadily, almoft uniformly,
throalongand triumphant reign ; for this very reafon triu mphant!

Tue reformation of religion fhe attempted and effe@ed ; at

a feafon when her power was unconfirmed, and in probable

danger from inteftine commotions. For revolutions in religion
are apt to put the whole conftitution of a fociety into ferment,

‘even more ftrongly than alterations in government ; as every

individual is immediately and intimately acuated by what feems
to him of higheft and moft lafting concern.  She kept awake,
and animated, with wonderful addrefs, the divifions in Scor
land, in France, in the Netherlands : and that with more

juftice
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juftice on her part than is ufually obferved by princes when
they would do ill offices to their neighbours. The fovereigns
of thofe countries, when they agreed in nothing elfe, were
ever combined in a common enmity to her: at a time too when
the had nothing to oppofe againft their pretenfions, their con-
{piracies, their open attacks, but her own courage and the native
ftrength of England alore. And yet, by helping forward the
reformation in Scoz/and ; by fupporting the proteftants in Fraznce;
by the wife and well-managed fupplies fhe fent to the Duzchy
who were ftruggling hard for their lives and liberties with an
unrelenting tyrant: by this feries of condué, fteadily purfued,
the triumphed over all oppofition, and rendered her felf the
arbitrefs of Ewrope. For it may be affirmed, that her admi-
niftration made a greater impreflion on all the ftates round her;
than it received itfelf from any: an undoubted proof of its firm~
nefs and acive vigor.

WaeN fhe came to the crown, the found the nation fous
millions in debt: a fum then almoft incredible! and yet her
‘oeconomy alone enabled her to difcharge it.  The Coin, which
had been much embafed by Henry the Eighth, and by Mary
wholly negle@ed, fhe quickly reftored to its juft flandard; and
therewith the public faith and credit. Her magazines fhe care-
fully replenithed with arms, ammnition, warlike ftores of
every kind: and the youth all over England were ordered to
be duly trained in military exercifes. Her navy was fallen to
decay, and almoft abandoned: This fthe {fet her felf to repair
with an attention, which the great bulwark of this kingdoni
will ever deferve from a Pririce, who underftands in what his
own ftrength and that of his dominions naturally confift. Her
fleet was at laft a match for the mighty Armada of Spain: that
Armada, which was boafted to be invincible, and was in truth
a defperate effort of the whole power and refentment of her
bittereft enemy. Her victory over him, as entire as it was glo-
rious, gave fecurity and renown to this Ifland: and, whatever
the partiality of foreign writers may have infinuated to the
* contrary, fhe owed it to her own heroical condu&, and the un-
exampled bravery of her fubjes.

Sue was the firft of our Princes who purfued, in any con-
fiderable degree, the only fure method of making FEngl/and
great and powerful; by encouraging and extending our com-

merce:

w
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merce: which, under her protection, grew high, and fpread
itfelf thro the Vorzh and to both the Indies. Ina word, fuch
was her condu&, fuch her good fortune, in this l{land and on
the Continent, that her allies had the ftrongeft confidence in
her affiftance and good faith : that her enemies ftood in awe of
her power, and were forced to an unwilling approbation of her
prudence. The applaufe of {fuch as think they have caufe to
hate, and diftrefs us, is the fincereft, as it is the nobleft praife.
Her oeconomy was admirable.  She husbanded the public mo-
ney for her people’s eafe : fhe laid it out, on proper occafions,
for their fafety and honour. The undertakings of the govern-
ment were never greater; the charge was never lefs.  This gives
the higheft idea of her miniftry, and places their chara&ers, in
general, above imputation or reproach,

O~ Sir Vicholas Bacon, our Author’s father, I have already
given fome account: and fhall only add here, that he never
afpired beyond the rank he brought with him to court. His
moderation in all other refpets was the fame. When the Queen
vifited him at his {eat in Hertfordfbire, the told him with an
air of pleafantry, that his houfe was too little for him. " No,
replied the Lord Keeper; but your Majefty has made me too
great for my houfe.

WaLsiNGHAM, in his private chara&er, was of unblemithed
honefty. ~Asa minifter he had fingular fagacity in procuring
intelligence ; which he knew to apply, with great dexterity, to
the purpofes of government: devoting him/elf, with fo generous
a felf-negle@, to the fervice of his country, that he gained a
reputation for contempt of riches, which would have been
highly reverenced in the beft times of antiquity ; and will go
near, inthefe days, to be thought either folly or frenzy.

Tue Lord Treafurer Burleigh, for his confummate abilities
as a ftatefman, was reckoned the firft name of his age: and is
fill pointed out as a pattern, which we rather with, than expe&,
to {ee fully copied by his fucceffors in power. As he had ftrong
natural parts, and was of unwearied application to bufinefs, his
experience muithave been univerfal and unequalled; for he was
at the head of the government almoft forty years. He feems,
in particular, to have been eminently poflefled of that intre-
pidity of head, that civil courage, fo neceflary in a great mi-
nifter: and without which no minifter will never do any thing

truly
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truly noble, or of lafting utility to mankind. Inviolably at-
tached to his Miftrefs, he ferved her with equal fidelity and
fuccefs: and had the fingular felicity to promote the good of
his country by the fame arts that he employed to gratify the
inclinations of his {overeign.

Tur glory of this Princefs will receive a new luftre by com-
paring the ftate of England with that of almoft all other na-
tions in Ewurope, at the fame time. It muft have been no com-
mon addition to the tranquillity and happinefs of our anceftors,
that they enjoyed both, uninterrupted, for fuch a length of years;
while Scotland and France, Spain and Holland, were torn with
continual divifions, and bleeding by the wounds of foreign and
domefticwars. Hers too was the Age of heroes both inartsand
arms. Great captains, able ftatefmen, writers of the higheft order
arofe, and under herinfluence flourithed together. Thus Bacor
had all the incentives that could kindle him uptoa generous am-
bition, and quicken his emulation in the purfuit of knowledge
and honeft fame. And indeed his letters remain a proof, that
if he courted the proper opportunities of raifing his name, he
loft none that might improve and enlarge his mind.  As the z40m,
Lord Treafurer had married his aunt, we find him frequent in /% IV
his applications to that minifter for fome place of credit and
fervice in the ftate. He profeffes too, that his views on this
head are as moderate, as his aims another way are ambitious
and vaft; for that he had taken all philofophy for his province.
My Lord Burleigh interefted himfelf fo far on his behalf as to
procure for him, againft violent oppofition, the office of Re-
gitter to the Star-Chaméber, worth about 1600/ a year: but
it was only in reverfion, and did not fall to him till near twenty
years afterwards. Neither did he obtain any other preferment
all this reign: tho his winning addrefs, his eloquence, his large
and {yftematical learning had raifed him to the admiration of
the greateft men at court. He was particularly efteemed and
patronized by Robert Devereux, the famous and unfortunate
Earl of Effex; to whom he attached himfelf in his younger
years, and by whofe intereft in the Queen he flattered himfelf
with the profpe&t of bettering his condition.  E/izabesh her felf
fhewed him feveral marks of diftin&ion, admitted him often to
her prefence, and even confulted him on the ftate of her affairs:
as her minifters fometimes made ufe of his pen in the vindiea-

Vor. L c tion
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tion of her government. And yet, notwithftanding thefe fair
appearances, he met with no preferment from that Queen an-
fwerable to the idea we have of his merit, or her difcernment
in the diftribution of favours. This deferves fome explanation ;
as it will difcover to us the true genius of thofe minifters, who
pretending to merit themfelves, are jealous of it in all other
men: who are equally poor-fpirited and afpiring,

Tur whole court was at this time rent into faéions, headed
on one part by the Earl of Effex; on the other by the Cecils,
father and fon. Effex was then in all the flower of his youth,
and remarkable for the gracefulnefs of his perfon. In his na-
ture brave, ambitious, popular: And what is uncommon, at
once the favourite of the Sovereign and of the Nation. Fond
of military glory; liberal to profufion; devoted entirely to his
friends, and keeping no meafures with his enemies; of com-
petent learning himfelf, and a fignal benefactor to learned men.
One quality he had, which diftinguifhes him eminently from
fuch as are perfonally beloved by Princes: in the height of his
favour he received the admonitions, the remonftrances of his
friends with all gentlenefs; and was ever moft patient of the
truth. But then he wanted thofe arts which are moft neceflary
in a courtier; and are indeed the only qualities which the rab-
ble of courtiers value themfelves upon; circumipeion, cun-
ning, affeGation of fecrecy, with a fervile obfequioufnefs to the
humours of their fuperiors, and a mean but anxious attention
to their own intereft, whether at the expence of their patrons,
or of their country. A different turn of mind gave the Earl’s
enemies great advantages againft him. They failed not to re-
prefent to the Queen, on feveral occafions, that this young Lord,
not fatisfied with the diftinction of being her favourite, pre-
tended to be her mafter; and prefcribed to her judgment on af-
fairs of ftate, with a haughtinefs ill becoming the diftance be-
twixt a Sovereign, and the Creature of her bounty. Such in-
finuations, as they were partly true, could not fail of making
an impreflion on E/izabeth, who was naturally high {pirited,
and infinitely jealous of her authority. Tho fhe had a parti-
cular fondnefs for the Earl, fhe took occafion every now and
then to mortify his pride, by refufing to advance thofe friends
of his whom he recommended for preferment. After his re-
turn from the expedition to Cadiz, in which he had behaved

himfelf
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himfelf with much gallantry, fhe raifed his enemy, Sir Robert
Cecil, to be Secretary of State; tho he had earneftly {olicited
that poft for another. He had often applied to her in behalf
of Bacon, and asked for him, with all the warmth of friendfhip,
the place of Solicitor General, but had been always refufed.
Cecil, who mortally hated Effex, and had entertained a {ecret
jealoufy of Bacon, on account of his fuperior talents, reprefented
the latter to the Queen as a man of mere {peculation ; as one
wholly given up to philofophical enquiries, new indeed and a-
mufing, but fanciful and unfolid : and therefore more likely to
diftra& heraffairsthan to ferve her ufefullyand with proper judg-
ment. Baconhowever was thisman’s coufin- german ; hisfatherand
the Lord Burleigh having married two fifters: but Ambition
knows neither merit nor relation. This unworthy treatment
from {o near a kinfman carried Bacon into very free expoftula-
tions on his courtly artifices, ashe endeavoured in {fecret to cruth
the man whom yet he pretended openly to ferve: and thefe
repeated difappointments {furk f{o deep into his {pirit, that he
was {everal times on the point of retiring for ever, and even of
hiding his grief and refentment in fome foreign country.  Effex,
who could but ill brook the mortification of a denial, finding
him{elf unable to ferve his friend in a public way, would needs
make up the lofs to him out of his own private fortune: and
if we may believe Bu/bel, he beftowed upon him about this Bl =
time Twitenbam-Park and its garden of Paradife. Whether it ». e
was that or fome other of his lands, the donation was fo very
confiderable, that Bacor, as himfelf acknowledges in his apology,
fold it afterwards, even at an under price, for no lefs than
cighteen hundred pounds. A bounty {fo noble, accompanied
too, as we know it was, with all thofe agreeable diftin&ions -
that to a mind, delicately {enfible, are more obliging than the
bounty it felf, muft kindle in the breaft of a good man the
moft ardent fentiments of gratitude, and create an inviolable
attachment to fuch a benefa&or. What then are we to think
of Bacorn, when we find him, after this nobleman’s unhappy
fate, publifhing to all England a Declaration of the treafons of
Robert Earl of Effex # This behaviour drew upon him a heavy
and general hatred at that time ; which was not extinguithed
even: by his death, but continues flill, in the writings of more
than one hiftorian, an imputation on his memory. As this
tranfaction
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‘tranfadtion is of importance to his moral chara&er, I will lay 1t
before the reader as impartially as I can.

Frizasetu had raifed that young Lord, thro a feries of
honors, to be Earl Marthal of England : and was every day
giving him new proofs of a particular and uncommon efteem.
This only fervedto exafperatehis enemies. They were power-
ful, and clofely united. But as they durft not attack him openly,
they had recourfe to dark and furer arts of vengeance ; againtt
which his opennefs of temper, unfufpeétingand improvident, was
no wife guarded. In truth, his imperious humour, which he
could feldom difguife, aided their defigns; for it often broke
forth into downright abufe and fcorn of thofe who thwarted
his proje&s, or diffented from his opinions: and he once, in
{ome difpute with the Queen herfelf, turned his back abruptly
upon her with all the marks of difrefpe& and contempt.  Pro-
voked at this infolence, Elizabets forgetting her {ex, and the
dignity of her character, ftruck the Earla box on the ear:
which he on his part, with a meannefs of paffion yet lefs excu-
fable in a man, refented fo highly as to lay his hand on his
fword, againft a woman and his fovereign. No fubfequent
favours could wear this imaginary affront out of his memory ;
tho fhe pardoned him the infult that occafioned it, and fent him
thortly after into Ireland, as her vicegerent, ‘with a commiffion
almoftunlimited. Hiscondu¢t there has not efcaped the cenfure
of hiftorians, who have remarked feverely on the unjuftifiable
treaty he made with the Arch-rebel Zyrone, on the private con-
ference they held together, and on his precipitate return to
England, againft the Queen’s exprefs orders. This laftill flep

Mem. of @ he was betrayed into, if we may believe Ofbor7, by an artifice
Elizp 458 of Cocil : who firft inflamed Elizaberh’s {ufpicions of the Earl,
and then ftopped all veflels that were to fail for Jreland except
one which he ordered thither on purpofe with a feigned report
of her death. Fatally deceived by this intelligence, Effex
failed away in a hurry for England, attended only by a few of
his friends. The Queen received him without any emotion
either of anger or affection, and having confined him to his
own houfe, ordered his condu& to be examined in the ftar-
chamber. At this ufage of him, however gracious and mo-
derate, the people, whofe idol he was, loudly exclaimed: and
their unfeafonable partiality, reprefented by his adverfaries as of

dangerous
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dangerous tendency to the ftate, kindled anew the Queen’s in-
dignation againft him. Thus that popularity he had fo eager-
ly courted, and fo much depended upon, ferved now only to
haften forward his deftru&tion. He was {entenced by the coun-
cil to be removed from his place at that board; to be fuf-
pended from his offices of Earl Marfhal and Mafter of the
ordnance, and to be imprifoned during the Queen’s pleafure.
Having humbled him thus far, fhe ftopt fhort, forbidding his
fentence to be entered on record, and ftill continuing him
Mafter of the Horfe. She even gave him the full enjoyment of
his liberty, upon his exprefling a perfet refignation to her
pleafure ; but withal advifed him to be his own keeper. His
feeming repentance was of thort duration ; for upon the Queen’s
refufal to grant him the farm of {weet wines, which he had very
imprudently petitioned for, he returned out of the country, and
again abandoned himfelf to all the impetuofity of his temper ;
or rather to the pernicious fuggeftions of his followers. Indeed,
the prefumption that naturally grows out of {uccefsful ambition,
and the interefted counfels of thofe whofe fortunes were in-
volved with his, feem to have entirely turned his head: for
his actions henceforward were the genuine effe@s of frenzy and
defpair.  In conjun@ion with his friends, of feveral conditions,
he meditated no lefs an attempt than to {eize on the palace, to
make himfelf mafter of the Queen’s perfon, and to banifh
from about her all thofe whom he reputed hisenemies. Never
was confpiracy fo ill laid, or conducted with fo little probabi-
lity of fuccefs. The court was prefently alarmed, his houfe
invefted, himfelf and his friends made prifoners, without any
refiftance on his part; for tho he was embarqued in a kind
of rebellion, he knew not how to be a rebel. The particulars
of his tryal are foreign to my purpofe. It was managed againft
him by Sir Edward Coke, the Attorney General, and by
Bacon as one of the Queen’s council. It ought not to be for-
got that the former treated this unfortunate Nobleman with a Suate Tryals,
ftrain of petulant dulnefs and fcurrility that makes us contemn sop. =
his talent as a pleader, while we abhor the purpofe to which he
made it fubfervient. Bacon was moderate and decent. The
crime was proved by a cloud of witnefles: and the unanimous
fuffrage of his peers found him guilty. After his {entence he
appeared wholly indifferent to life or death: tho the Queen
Vor. L ' d feemed
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feemed ftill irrefolute, or rather enclining to fave him. He died
with the tendernefs of a penitent, and the firmnefs of a hero:
tho the Marfhal de Biron jefted on his deportmetit in that laft
{cene of life, as fuiting rather a monk than a foldief. ,

TrEe untimely fate of this nobleman, who died on 4 fcaffold
in the prime and vigour of his years, excited univerfal pity, and
was murmured againft by all conditions of people. Their re-
fleGtions on the prevailing party at court, even on the Queen
her felf, were fo bold and injurious, that the adminiftration
thought it neceffary to vindicate their condué in a public appeal
to the people. This task was afligned to Bacon, even then in
high efteem for his excellencies as a writer. Some fay it was
by his enemies infidioufly impofed on him, to divert the na-
tional refentment from themifelves upon a particular perfon;
who was known to have lived in friendfhip with Effex; and
whom they intended to ruin in the public efteem. If fuch was
their intention, they fucceeded but too well in it. Never man
incurred more univerfal or more lafting cenfure than Bacon by
this writing. He was every where traduced as one who en-
deavoured to murder the good name of his benefactor, after the
miniftry had deftroyed his perfon: His life was even threatened;
and he went in daily hazard of affaffination. This obliged
him to publifh, in his own defence, the apology we find
among his writings. It is long and elaborate; but not, perhaps,
in every part fatisfactory.  Let us believe him on his own tefti-
mony, that he had never done that Nobleman any ill offices
with the Queen ; tho fhe herfelf had, it feems, infinuated the
contrary : that on the other hand he had always, during the
time of their intimacy, given him advice no lefs ufeful than
fincere ; that he had withed, nay endeavoured the Earl’s pre-
fervation even at laft, purely from affetion to him, without
any regard to his own intereft in that endeavour : let all this
be allowed ; fome blemifh will ftill remain on his character.
¢ Essex deferved the fate he underwent : but he had paid his
debt to juftice : and the commonwealth had now nothing to fear
fromany of his party. Thedeclaration above mentionedcould there-
forebeintended, only to ftillthe prefentclamoursof the multitude ;
and thothematterof it might betrue, Bacozwasnot theman who
fhould have publifhed thofetruths. Hehadbeen longandhighsly
indebted to the Earl’s friendfhip, almoft beyond the example

€ven
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even of that age. In another man this proceeding might not
have been blameable: in him it cannot be excufed. In the
next reign Sir Henry Yelverton ventured on the difpleafure both
of the King and his minion, rather than do the miniftry of his |
office, by pleading againit the Earl of Soser/es, who had made 245%™
him Solicitor General. Had Bacon refufed that invidious part,
there were others, among the herd of afpiring and ofhcious
Lawyers, teady enough to have performed it: and his very
enemies muft have thought more advantageoufly of him for
declining a task, in itfelf of no effential importance to the ftate;
and in him unjuft to friendfhip, obligation, gratitude, the
moft facred regards among men: |

ErizasetH furvived her Favourite about d year: and, if we
may credit Osborz, grief and remorfe for his fate accompanied g‘i‘;’g’f’
her to the grave *.  She died the twenty- fourth of March 1603, , . . .
in the fulnefs of days and honour. Her reign had been fong firtt anthor
and triumphant: and fhe had thro the whole courfe of it pre- N e
ferved, what fhe fo juftly merited, the love and veneration of hoy * ™
her people; the trueft glory, the rareft felicity of a Sovereign!
She was fucceeded by Fames the Sixth of Scotland, under whom 16e5.
Bacon afcended, by feveral fteps, to the higheft dignity of the
law.

Tuis Prince, the moft unwarlike that ever lived, was born
in the midft of civil commotions; at a time when his whole
kingdom was torn into fa&ions, betwixt the party who had
efpoufed the interefts of his mother, and thofe who had de-
clared for him. After he had taken the adminiftration into his
own hands, he was hardly ever his own mafter; fuffering him-
{elf to be led implicitely by the cabal in whofe power he then
happened to be. The moment he thought himfelf at liberty
from either, like a boy elcaped from under the eye of a rigid
preceptor, he forgot all his uneafinefles, and abandoned himfelf
to his favourite amufements of hawking and hunting, as if his
kingdom had been in the profoundeft tranquillity. He grew
up in an unaccountable fondnefs for favourites. The firft, who
tock deep root with him, was likewife the worft; not only en-
couraging him in a total inapplication to bufinefs, but tinétur-
ing his youth with the poifon of all debauchery. The name , .
of this man was Sixart, afterwards Earl of A#ran; one whoMem p.15:
had great and dangerous vices, without a fingle virtue, private
or

S
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or public, to attone for them: an open {coffer at the obligations
of morality, infolent, rapacious, fanguinary; hated by, and
hating, all good men. The honefter part of the nobility often
remonftrated againft the credit and pernicious influence of this’
Minion: Fasmes acknowledged the juftice of their remonftrances;
banithed him feveral times from court; and feveral times re-
ceived him into new favour. He was at length fhot by a pri-
vate hand in revenge for the death of the Earl of Morzon, to
which he had bafely contributed. ‘ '

James hated the church of Scot/and; and confirmed its au-
thority. He declared the attempt of thofe Lords, who had
refcued him out of the hands of 4r7an and Lennox, to be juft
and ferviceable: he afterwards banifhed them, and would have
confifcated their eftates, on that very account. When they
had made themfelves mafters of his perfon a {fecond time, he
pronounced them all traitors; and pardoned them.

ErizaseTH, who kuew his genius perfe@tly, {ent Mr. 270zton
on an embafly to him in 1585. Her intention was to divert
him from a marriage with the Princefls of Denmark, and to
give his counfels what other turn her interefts might require.
The ambaflador, a man of addrefs and intrigue, had, by long
habitude, learnt to perfonate all chara&ers, and to affume,
with an eafe that {feemed altogether unaffected, whatever thape
might ferve moft effeGtually the purpofes of his fuperiors. At
the age of twenty-one he had been employed to found the in-
tentions of the court of Framce: and had well nigh duped
the famous Conﬂabl\e de Montmorency, a minifter grown grey
in the obfervation of human falfehood and artifice. To his
natural talent he had now added the experience of thirty years
more. By accompanying King Fames in his {ports; by falling
in frankly, and as it were naturally, with all his paflions; by
making a jeft of bufinefs; by entertaining him pleafantly with
an account of foreign fafhions and follies; this man gained an
abfolute afcendant not only over his underftanding, but over
his humour. His moft faithful fubje&s, who had ferved him
longeft and beft, who had even warned him againft the fubtle-
ties of this ftranger, he received with approbation or diflike,
jult as #orton infpired him. He was even brought by him to
be ferioufly perfuaded that the King of Denmark was defcend-
ed from a race of merchants; and that an alliance with his

daughter
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daughter was therefore infinitely beneath a King of Scotland’s
dignity. :

Sucu was the Prince who now mounted that throne, which an. 160;.

Elizabeth had filled with fo great capacity and reputation. The ¥

union of the two crowns in the perfon of one Sovereign, was
extremely dreaded by foreigners, and in particular by Henry

the Fourth of Franmce. “The acceflion of a new kingdom to

the native force of England, which even alone had been long for-
midable on the continent; the alliance of ‘fames with the moft

potent monarch of the Norzh; his relation to the houfe of
Lorrain which had lately embroiled all France, rendered fuch

fears very probable. But his conduét diflipated them for ever:

and all Europe quickly faw, that no people but his own had

any thing to apprehend from his power. At his arrival in
England, he beftowed titles and honours with fo wild a pro-
fufion, that thete hardly remained any other mark of diftinc-

tion but that of having efcaped them. The public ftoed a- wi, p.;.
mazed: and pafquinades were openly affixed, undertaking to

aflift weaker miemories to a competent knowledge of the No-

bility.  Sir Francis Bacon, who had been early in his homage,

and application for favour, to the new Sovereign, was knighted

by him in perfon: and has left us the following pi¢ture of him,
ftrongly touched in its moft obvious features. ¢ His {peech, Bac, vor.
« fays he, is fwift and curfory; and in the full diale& of his ;, ™
¢ country: in matters of bufinefs, {hort; in general difcourfe,

¢« large. He affe¢teth popularity, by gracing fuch as he hath

¢« heard to be popular; not by any fafthions of his own. He

« is thought fomewhat general in his favours: and his eafinefs

‘¢ of accefs is rather becaufe he is much abroad and in a croud,

¢ than that he giveth eafy audience. He hafteneth to a mix-

¢« ture of both kingdoms and occafions fafter, perhaps, than

« policy will well bear.”

In 16035, Sir Francis Bacon recommended himfelf to the an 160;.

King’s particular notice, as well as to the general efteem of his —
cotemporarics, by publifhing a work he had long meditated;
The Progrefs and Advancement of Learning. The great aim
of this treatife, no lefs original in the defrgn than happy in the
cxecution, was to {urvey accurately the whole ftate and extent
of the intelleGtual world; what parts of it had been unfuccefs-
fully cultivated; what lay flill neglected, or unknown; and by

VoL L € what
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what methods thefe might be difcovered, and thofe improved
to the farther advantage of {ociety and human nature, By ex-
pofing the errors and imperfections of our knowledge, he led
mankind into the only right way of fupplying the one, and re-
forming the other: he taught them to know their wants. He
even went farther, and himfelf pointed out to them the gene-
ral methods of correGtion and improvement in the whole circle
of arts and {ciences. This work he firft publithed in Eznglifh :
but to render it of more extenfive ufe, he recommended a

Tomifiws  tranflation of it into Latin to Dr.Playfer of Cambridge. Play-

pa.  fer, with the fcrupulous accuracy of a grammarian, was more
attentive to fathion his flile to purity and roundnefs of periods,
made out of the phrafeology he had gleaned from claflic wri-
ters, than to render his author’s meaning in clear and maifcu-
line language.  After the fight of a fpecimen or two, Sir Fraxn-
cis did not encourage him to proceed in it. He himfelf, after
his retirement, very much enlarged and corrected the original,
and with the afliftance of fome friends, turned the whole into

p. 27. Latin. This is the edition of 1623; and ftands as the firft
part to his great Inftauration of the Sciences.

I uave already obferved that Ceci/, now Earl of Salisbury,
oppofed the progrefs of our author’s fortune under Elizabeth :
and he feems to have obferved the fame condu& towards him
in the prefent reign, till he had fixed himfelf in the King’s
confidence fo firmly as to be above all fear of a rival. Befides
him, Sir Francis Bacon found a violent and lafting enemy in a
man of his own profeflion, Sir Edward Coke; who, with great

Siphenss  parts, had many and fignal failings. ‘The quarrel betwixt them
pix. ~ feems to have been perfonal: and it lafted to the end of their
lives. Coke was jealous of Bacor’s reputation in many parts of
knowledge: by whom, again, he was envied for the high re-
putation he had acquired in one; each aiming to be admired,
particularly for that in which the other excelled. This affeta-
tion in two extraordinary men has fomething in it very mean,
and is not uncommon. The former was the greateft Lawyer
of his time; but could be nothing more. If the latter was not
{fo, we can afcribe it only to his aiming at a more exalted cha-
racter. 'The univerfality of his genius could not be confined
within one inferior province of learning. If learning thus di-
vided is not fo proper to raife a fingular name in one way, it

{erves
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ferves to enlarge the underftanding on every fide, and to en-
lighten it in all its views. As the name of Sir Edward Coke will
occur oftner than once in this hiftory, and as he ftood in parti-
cular competition to Bacon, 1beg leave to dwell a little longer
on hischara&er. In his pleadings he was apt to infult over mi-
fery.  Of this we have a deteftable inftance in his behaviour to
Sir W alter Raleigh. He inveighed againft that brave man on
his tryal with all the bitternefs of cruelty, andin a ftile of fuch
abandoned railing as bordered almoft on fury: I with I could
not add, that this bitternefs, this intemperance of tongue, {feem
to be the genuine effufions of his heart *. He converfed it
feems more with books than men; and among the latter,
with thofe only to whom he could dictate and give the
law. The confequence of which was, that his converfa-
tion had all the air of a le®ure; and that he retailed
for new, a hundred ftories that were either flale or tri-
vial. He affefted raillery, which was by no means his talent,
His wit was often 1ill aimed, as it was always indelicate and
vulgar ; the rough horfe-play of a pedant. Tho’ he had ac-
cumulated immenfe wealth, in his profeflion and by feveral
rich marriages, he was of a fordid avarice ; a fevere mafter, a
griping landlord ; in profperity infolent, deje¢ted and fawning
in adverfity : the fame poornefs of fpirit influencing his beha-
viour in both conditions. One example of this may ferve in
place of feveral: After his difgrace, he fubmiffively courted
Buckingbam’s brother to a match with his daughter: in the
height of his favour, he had rejected the fame propofal with
{fcorn. His profound skill in the common law has been uni-
verfally allowed: and to this we cannot have a more un-
queftionable witnefs than Sir Francis Bacon ; one every way fit
to judge, and an enemy. He was railed to be Chief Juftice of
the Common Pleas in 1606, and of the King’s Bench in 161 3.
On the Bench he was above corruption: and had this faying
frequently in his mouth, that a Judge fhould neither give nor
take a bribe. In the cafe of Peacham, in the bufinefs of Com-

mendams,

* The offices of Attorney and Solicitor-General have been rocks upon which many
afpiring Lawyers have made fhipwreck of their virtue and human nature. Some of
thofe Gentlemen have aced at the bar as if they thought themfelves, by the duty of
their places, abfolved from all the obligations of truth, honor, and decency. But
their names are upon record, and will be tranfmitted to after-ages with thofe cha-
racters of reproach and abhorrence that are due to the worft fort of murderers ; thofe
that murder under the {an¢tion of juftice.
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mendams, he behaved himfelf with the honefty and firmnefs
of one who knew that a Judge ought neither to be flattered nor
menaced out of his integrity. Towards the latter part of his
life, he ftruck in with the country party in parliament, and
ftood in the breach againft the arbitrary meafures of Fames and
Charles. He died in the reign of the latter, aged 8 years.
Ar length Sir Francis Bacon obtained the place he had fo
An. 1607, long expected : and in 160% was declared Solicitor-General.
= This preferment was the effe of many letters and much in-
ftance on his part, to the Earl of Sa/isbury, the Lord Chan-
cellor Egertzon, and the King himfelf. Neither doI find that
he was ever promoted to any poft without repeated and earneft
application to minifters and favourites: a reflettion that may
ferve at once to mortify, and inftru& an ambitious man of
arts.
g Jamss had, from the beginning of his reign, paflionately
defired an union of Scetland and England : but his unrea-
{fonable partiality to the former, reckoning it as an equal half
of the ifland, rendered the defign abortive. Tho Sir Francis
Bacon laboured this argument with all the arts of wit and rea-
fon, his eloquence, powerful as it was, had no effe&® on the
houfe of Commons. The Parliament even fhewed itfelf averfe
to this union, in proportion as the Court appeared zealous for
it. The new Sovereign’s condu& had alarmed them. They
{faw, that, with a ftrong difpofition to be profufe, he was abfo-
lutely in the power of favourites ; and that fome of the leaft
valuable among his {ubjeéts were moft in his favour. They faw
farther, that he began already to propagate maxims of govern-
ment deftructive to liberty, and inconfiftent with the whole
tenor of the conftitution. Thefe things filled obferving men
with apprehenfions for the future, which unhappily were but
too well founded.  The whole fum of his politics, both now and
afterwards was to diftafte and alienate his {fubje@s at home ;
to difhonour both himfelf and them abroad. It was a reign of
embaflies and negociations, alike fruitlefs and expenfive : a
reign of favourites and proclamations, of idle amufements and
arbitrary impofitions. It was befides the great era of flattery.
The ancient nationalfimplicity of manners which ever accompa-
nies magnanimity, and manly freedom of {peech the noble efie&
of both, werenowina great meafure loft; altered and effeminated

into
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into proftitute adulation and fervile homage. This was be-
come the fathionable language among the Clergy as well as
Laity ; and Fames heard himfelf daily addrefled to, by the
titles of facred and divine: titles which difcover the meannefs
rather than the dignity of human nature; and which, applied
to him, were glaringly ridiculous. He had not one princely
quality. The arts of governing a kingdom in peace he either
did not, or would not underftand : and his horror of war was
conftitutional and unconquerable. It may therefore feem un-
accountable that a King of this temper thould treat his parlia-
ments with more haughtinefs than any of his predeceffors had
ever done. But he had been told that England was neither to
be exhaufted nor provoked : and his a&ions thewed that he
believed fo, according to the letter. The truthis, thatas pu-
fillanimity will talk bigger on fome occafions than true valor
on any ; he meant to make himfelf formidable to his people,
that they might not difcover how much he was afraid of them.
Tuo he did not {ucceed in the union of the Kingdoms, he
found his Judges, in an affair of a fimilar kind, more complai-
fant than the great Council of the nation had been: I mean the
naturalization of all Scotfmen born fince his acceflion to the

throne of England. 'This was adjudged by Siv Edward Coke Cafeof the
in the great cafe of Ca/vin ; as it had been argued at large be- IV poiss. "
fore all the Judges by Sir Francis Bacon. The affair is now

no longer of importance to either Kingdom: but one affertion

of our author, on that occafion, ought not to be forgot. He
roundly affirms, that monarchies do not fubfift like other go-
vernments, by a precedent law ; and that fubmiffion to them

is grounded upon nature.

In 1610 he publifhed another treatife, entitled, Of the Wi~ 4. 161c.
dom of the Ancients. This work bears the fame ftamp of an — ¥
original andinventive genius with his other performances. Re-
folving not to tread in the fteps of thofe who had gone before
him, men, accordingto his own expreflion, not learned be-
yond certain common places ; he ftrikes out a new tra& for
himfelf, and enters into the moft fecret recefles of this wild and
fthadowy region; {o as to appear new on a known and beaten
fubje¢t. Upon the whole, if we cannot bring ourfelves readil
to believe that there is all the phyfi¢al, moral, and political
meaning veiled under thofc fables of antiquity, which he has

Vor. L f difco-
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difcovered in them, we muft own that it required no common

enetration to be miftaken with fo great an appearance of pro-
bability on his fide. Tho it ftill remains doubtful whether the
Antients were {o knowing as he attempts to fhew they were,
the variety and depth of hls own knowledge are, in that very
attempt unque{honable

JosarT being advanced to the place of Chief Juftice of the

Common Pleas, Sir Francis Bacon {ucceeded him as Attorney -
General in 161 3 ; about three months after the death of his kinf~
man and enemy the Lord Treafurer Salisbury : a minifter fer-
tile in expedients for fupplying his mafter’s wants, and well
acquainted with the temper of England : a man of dexterity,
craft, and intrigue, rather than a great man. The office that
Bacon now entered upon was of exorbitant proﬁt for that age.
He owns, in one of his letters to the King, that it was worth
to him 6000 / a year; and his employment of Regifter to the
Star-Chamber, which I mentioned above, now brought him
in 1600 /. a year more. By what fatality was it that {o ex-
traordinary a man did not add to his other virtues that of a rea-~
{onable oeconomy? Had he done fo, it had preferved him
from one tranfcendent fault: and the other blemithes on his
moral name had been loft in the brightnefs of his intelleGtual
qualities. But he was remarkably fubje& to the fame weaknefs
that {o much difthonoured his mafter. His dependants had

‘him wholly in their power, and {quandered his fortune away,

thamefully and without meafure. Ina private family, this be-
got diforder, neceflity, corruption : and all Exg/and beheld,
fiom the fame management in adminiftring the public, the

| fame effe@s ; only more felt and fatal, as they were univerfal.

It was not however till the year 161 1 that Fames abandoned
himfelf to one fole favourite.  About that time was brought to
court Robert Car a Scot/man, then in the firft bloom of his
youth, and of diftinguithed beauty ; by which he at once en-
gaged the King’s attention, and in a little while engrofled all
his affeGion. As he was who]ly illiterate, Fames himfelf
would needs be his preceptor: and it muft havc been a {cene
altogether new and r1d1culous, to fee the Sovercign of three
kingdoms daily inftru@ing, in the firft elements of grammar,
the Man who was fhortly after to govern thofe kingdoms.
In his bounty to this ftripling, he obferved no other

meafure
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meafure but that of his paffion, which was as extreme as
it feemed unaccountable. Car, in four or five years of

favour, from a mere adventurer was raifed to be Earl Trum

xxiil

rought to

. . b
of Somerfet : and amafled an enormous eftate of nineteen iigh:, p. s9.

thoufand pounds a year inland ; befides plate, money, and
jewels to the amount of two hundred thoufand pounds more.
And yet he deferves a place in hiftory, only.for his {candalous
amour with the Countefs of Effex; for procuring her to be di-
vorced from her husband, and for combining with her to poi-
fon his friend, who had diffuaded him from that ill ftep. The
fate of Sir Thomas Overbury; the dark and dreadful fcene of
guilt that ufhered it in; and the part thofe two great criminals
ated in that tragedy, are recounted by all hiftorians. Tho the
horrible tranfacion lay yet wrapt up in darknefs, and was not
difcovered till two years after, remorfe and the upbraidings
of confcience purfued Somerfer every where. Thro all the
fplendor of fortune and favour, the trouble of his mind
was vifible in his countenance, in his whole deportment.
He grew by degrees to neglet his perfon and drefs; his {pright-
linefs of temper left him: and his converfation, from being gay
and entertaining, was become cold, ferious, and gloomy. This
alteration in him was quickly followed by a change in the King’s
affe@ions; which had no deeper or more {olid foundation than
thefe external and {light accomplifhments. The Courtiers,
whom envy and intereft render extremely fharp-fighted, quickly
difcovered this change, and improved it. Luckily for their
defigns, there now appeared at court another young man, fit-
ted by nature to draw the curiofity of Fames, and to {upplant
the Earl of Somer/er in his favour.  This was the famous George
Villiers, the younger fon of a good family in Leicefler/bire;
afterwards Duke of Buckingham. As the furprifing elevation
of this youth had a particular influence on the future for-
tunes, and even on the fall, of Sir Francis Bacon, his chara&er
will deferve a place at large in this hiftory.

His mother, who could not give him a fortune, beftowed
on him fuch an education as nright enable him to acquire one,
efpeciaily in a court like this. The advantages he owed to na-
ture, fuch asa handfome face, a body exacly proportioned, an
cafe and gracefulnels in his motions, fhe had taken care to im-
prove with that elegance of manners, that artificial politenefs,

and
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and skill of excelling in trifles, which are the laft finithings of

a French education. In a word, he was juft returned from his
travels, and accomplithed in all thofe agreeable and frivolous
arts, which were a certain recommendation to the favour of
Fames. The Earls of Pembroke and Bedford, with fome other
Lords who were fecret enemies to Somser/fes, after drefling out
this youth with a ftudied exa&nefs, placed him to advantage in
the King’s eye, at a comedy. That monarch was immediatel
{mitten with his face, air, and appearance; which yet he en-
deavoured for fome time to conceal. Nay he carried this dif-
fimulation {o far, that he would needs be folicited by the Queen
to receive Filliers into his bofom: 1magining the world would
be thus deceived into a belief that he rather followed her advice,
in this matter, than his own inclination. Such was the king-,
craft on which he fo highly valued himfelf. The Queen was
not eafily prevailed with to take this ftep; of which fhe forefaw
all the confequences. At laft, however, fhe yielded to the
Archbifhop’s importunity; telling him at the fame time, that
thofe who laboured moft to promote #7//iers might be the firft
to feel his ingratitude. Upon this he was immediately knighted,
and declared Gentleman of the Bedchamber: the herd of Cour-
tiers rivalling each other in their offers of friendfhip and fervice
to him. Some of them even defcended to undertake his quar-
rels, and brave fuch as were ftill in Somer/er’s intereft.

Awmonc thofe who courted the rifing favourite, none was
more zealous than Sir Francis Bacor; as none was able to ferve
him more nobly, or more uvfefully. Z7/liers had at this time
fenfe enough to feel his inexperience in bufinefs, and therefore
had recourfe to our Author for his advice: which he gave him
fully in a letter, flill extant among his works; written with fo
fuperior a judgment and {fo much honeft freedom, that it does
honour equally to his head and heart. He has ranged his
thoughts under feven or eight principal topics of confideration,
and entered into an accurate detail of what a minifter oucht
to know and pracife. In another letter to him, he has thefe
remarkable words: ¢« It is now time that you thould refer your
« adtions chiefly to the good of your Sovereign, and your
« Gountry. It is the life of a beaft always to eat, and never
« to exercife. In this dedication of your felf to the public, I
¢« recommend to you principally that which I think was never

“ done
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¢« done fince I was born, and which, not done, hath bred al-
« moft a wildernefs and folitude in the King’s fervice: which
“ js, that you countenance, and encourage, and advance able
« and virtuous men in all kinds, degrees, and profeflions.”
This excellent advice the Favourite received with thankfulnefs;
and negleced.

Tuo the King’s paflion was now wholly diverted upon a an. 6.
new obje@, he ftill affected to treat Somerfer with kindnefs “
and dlﬁm&lon, even after the difcovery of his being an ac-
complice in poifoning Sir Thomas Overbury had rendered this
diflimulation not only mean but criminal. Yet he continued #2n, p. 81,
it to the laft, embracing with fondnefs the man whom he
had fecretly ordered to be arrefted: and entreating him to
haften his return, when he believed he fhould never fee him
more. In fuch trifles he was fond to exert his talent of po-
litical management. The Earl’s unhappy paflion for the
young Countefls of E]ex was the fource of all his misfor-
tunes, and drew after it the moft terrible confequences: end-
ing, as I have already obferved, in the murder of his friend;
in the ruin of himfelf, and of her to whom he had trea-
cheroufly facrificed that friend. The whole affair is difplayed
at full length in our Author’s charges againft thofe two prime
agents in that infernal confpiracy. They were both found May 24 2s:
guilty, fentenced to die, and afterwards pardoned by the King, Vel pyss,
notwithftanding his folemn imprecations to the contrary, on 3
himfelf and his pofterity.

CertaInN hiftorians have remarked, that there was fome-
thing, in the behaviour of Somerfer before his tryal, fingular
and myflerious: and that his mafter likewife feemed to labour
under a fecret anxiety of mind, equally furprifing. The Earl,
they pretend, faid aloud in the tower, that the King durft not
bring him to a tryal.  Others reje& this account as a downright
calumny, invented merely to fix a black and cruel imputation
on that Prince’s memory: or affirm at leaft that it was founded
only in popular rumour and malicious conjecture. But that
there was more in it than conjecture, may be proved by un-
doubted authority ; by fome original letters of Sir Francis Bacon,
then Attorney-General, and particularly employed in this very
affair. Thofe letters have, I think, efcaped the obfervation of
all our writers: I {hall therefore quote from them fuch paflages

Vor. L g as
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as may {erve to throw {fome light on this dark tranfa&ion, tho
not enough perhaps to difcover the darker motives that in-
fluenced the King’s and the Earl’s behaviour in it.

James himfelf felected certain perfons to examine Somzer /et
with all fecrecy, and marked out to them the particular articles
on which they were to interrogate him. They had withal
orders to work upon "his obftinate temper by every method of
perfuafion and terror: to give him now hopes of the King’s
compaffion and mercy; and now to affure him that the evi-
dence was full to convi@t him, fo as there needed neither con-
feflion nor fupply of examination. Bacon, who was one of
them, adds that they found his deportment fober and modeft,
differing apparently from other times. In another letter he has
thefe remarkable words: « That fame little charm which may
« be fecretly infufed into Somerfer’s ear fome hours before his
¢ tryal was excellently well thought of by his Majefty: only I
« could with it a little enlarged; for if it be no more but to
« {pare his blood, he hath a kind of proud humour that may
« over-work the medicine.” All this was to be done with
much caution and privacy; for the very Serjeants, appointed to
manage part of the tryal, were not yet in the fecret how the
King would have it carried on: and therefore Bacon, to cover
from them what he knew of the matter, defired that fome ge-
neral heads of dire¢tion might be fent to them all. From hence
it appears that Fames thewed an extreme folicitude about the
Earl’s behaviour, and the event of this affair. To what can it be

- attributed? His afle@ion for Somer/er was extinguifhed: and he

detter 135.

lay under the ftrongeft obligations of public henour and juftice
not to fcreen, from the cenfure of the law, a man whofe guilt
was ‘of the moft crying enormity. The Earl’s ftanding mute,
or denying that guilt, efpecially as‘the proofs of it were’ ftrong
and pregnant, could bring no poflible imputation on his name.
Why then all this dark pra&ice? all thefe artifices of the perfons
who examined him, only to make him fubmit to be tried, and
to keep him in due temper during his tryal? There is flill
more.  Fames ordered his Attorney-General to forecaft and put
in writing every poffible cafe with regard to the tryal, and ac-
company them with his own opinion en each; that no {urprize
might happen, but that things duly forefeen might have their
directions and remedies in readinefs. Accordingly Sir Francis

- Bacon
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Bacon fent a writing of that purport, on which there are feve-

ral obfervations in the King’s own hand. I will only quote

one paflage from it: ¢ All thefe points of mercy and favour to

“ Somerfet are to be underftood with this limitation ; if he

¢« do not, by his contemptuous and infolent carriage at the

¢« Bar, make himfelf incapable and unworthy of them.” The

King’s remark in the margin is in thefe words: ¢ That

« danger is well to be forefeen, left he upon the one part

« commit unpardonable errors; and T on the other part

“ feem to punifh him in the {pirit of revenge.” Somer-

Jfer was not to be tried for any offence againft the King ;

but for the barbarous murder of a private man and his friend.

What then means the contemptuous carriage that is fo much

apprehended ? What are the unpardonable errorsit may lead

him to commit? If herefleGted on a Mafter, to whom he had

been fo much obliged, only for giving him up to a fair and equal

tryal, to a tryal by many circumftances rendered inevitable ;

that would, in the opinion of all mankind, only aggravate his

crime, and furnifh a new motive to that mafter for letting the

fentence of juftice pafs upon him in all its rigor. After thefe

pasticulars, I may venture to mention a faét related by Sir

Anthony Weldon, who fays that when the lieutenant of the courof k.

Tower, Sir George More, came and told the Earl, he muft Z“:’;"g_ L

prepare for his tryal on the morrow, he ablolutely refufed to

appear unlefs they dragged him to it by violence; adding, that

the King durft not bring him to tryal. Aftonifhed at fuch

rath and dangerous expreflions, the Lieutenant, tho it was

then midnight, went and demanded an audience of the King,

to inform him of what had paffed.  Fames, upon hearing his

flory, burft into a paffion of tears, and intreated More to ufe

his utmoft skill upon his prifoner and foothe him, by whatever

means, into proper temper and fubmiflion. This More un-

dertook to do, and by a ftratagem effeed it. #eldon affirms

he had this ftory from the Lieutenant’s own mouth: and tho

he is a partial writer, and indulges himfelf in a humour of licen-

tious fcandal, the authentic vouchers I have produced render

his anecdote not improbable.  Other circumftances, mentioned

by thofe who have profefledly written of this reign, I therefore

omit, and fhall only add, that there is in the Cabala a letter to Cabals,

King Fames from Somerfet after his condemnation, of a very p.zo+ Bdic
peculiar
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peculiar turn.  He defires that his eftate may be continued to
him intire, in a ftile rather of expoftulation and demand than
of humility and fupplication : and thro the affe@ed obfcurity
of fome expreflions, one may difcover, that there was an im-
portant fecret in his keeping, of which the King dreaded a
difcovery. The iffue was, that Fames continued to him a
penfion of four thoufand pounds a year, as long as he lived.

Prince Henry died in the year 1612, univerfally lamented.
His excellent qualities had endeared him to the love and ex-
peGations of all England. Germanicus was not more the
darling of the Roman people : and the untimely death of both
thofe Princes was univerfally believed to have been procured by
poifon. He had exprefled, on all occafions, an abhorrence
of minions, and an utter contempt of Somerfet : he had even
declared a firm refolution, to humble both him and the family
into which he was allied, if ever he came to reign. Whether
the unaccountable tranfaction I have been relating has any re-
ference to the death of this amiable Prince, or whether it does
not point rather to an aflair of a very different nature, the
reader is left to determine.

ViLLiers, now without a rival in the King’s affections, was
every day receiving new proofs of his bounty; at the fame
time that he more than f{hared with him the exercife of his au-
thority. In the courfe of a few years he was made Gentleman
of the Bed-chamber, Mafter of the Horfe, Knight of the Garter,
Earl, Marquis and Duke of Buckingham, Chief Juftice in Eyre
of all the Forefts, and Lord High Admiral of Exgland. One of
thofe prodigies of fortune, who rife now and then upon the
world, as the vulgar imagine of comets, at once to aftonifh
and fcourge it: a fignal inftance of the wantonnefs of fovereign
power, and how far it may infult human kind in exalting and
adorning what it fhould negle® or contemn. He drew u
after him an obfcure kindred, numerous and indigent, beftowed
on them places of truft and profit, married them into the no-
bleft families, and graced them all with dignities, which were
to be fupported at the common expence of a whole people ; to
whom if any one of them was merely harmlefs, it was his, ut-
moft praife. ~ After having read, not only what the enemies of
this favourite have faid againft him, but all that his partizans

have alledged on his behalf, Ido not find, during the whole

time
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time of his influence under two reigns, an influence fupreme
and unbounded, that he ever projected one {cheme for the be-
nefit of his country, or ever executed one undertaking to its
honour : the only great Criterion by which we ought to judge
thofe men that adminifter the public. The breaking off the
Spanifb match at laft was {olely a facrifice to his own vanity
and refentment.  On the caprice of this youth, however, the
firft and ableft men in the kingdom were to depend entirely,

for their accefs at court, for their advancement, for any oppor-
tunity of being able to {erve their country and their Sovereign.

Sir Francis Bacon was {enfible of this, and courted his friend-
thip with a particular application. But he muft have felt all
the {fervitude and difagreeablenefs of his fituation, when, to be
wellwith the King, he found it neceffary to turn Steward to Bacor, Val.
the eftate newly beftowed on this young man; to ftudy the 6.
ways and means of improving his lands, and of rendering his
places moft profitable to him. It is true he found his account

in this-fervice ; as it proved the fureft means of his own prefer-
ment: but, to a great and worthy mird, preferment {fo meanly
obtained is difgrace, only a little difguifed and gilded over.

Tae Lord Chancellor Egerzon, broken with age and infir- Cebels,
mities, had often petitioned the King to be difmiffed from his ©*'*"
laborious employment. He was now feventy feven years old,
and had prefided in the court of Chanceryfromthe year 1596,
with an unblemithed reputation as a judge in private cafes ; but
his public condu@ had been always framed to the dire&ions of
the court with an obfequiouinefs, of dangerous example in one,
who held {o great and important a truft. To this high dig-
nity Sir Francis Bacon privately afpired : and asit was the
utmoft {cope of his ambition, he had aimed all his endeavours
in the King’s fervice to merit it at his hands. He took care, at
the fame time, to ftrengthen his pretenfions by the credit of
Buckingbam. His ambition even made him defcend to artifices,
that are as comimon in courts, as they are mean and unwar-
rantable; for he endeavoured to ruin in theKing’s good opinion
{fuch men as the voice of the public might probably defign to the
fame office, and whom he therefore confidered as his rivals.

He was particularly jealous of Sir Edward Coke, and repre- Yol IV
{ented him as one who abounded in his own fenfe; one who e
affected popularity, and likely to court the good will of the

Vour. L h nation
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nation at the hazard of the prerogative.  For himfelf, he placed
his great merit in obedience and fubmiffion ; in the intereft
he had among the Commons, and in being able to influence the
lower Houfe of Parliament: a fervice which he magnifics as
more important in a Chancellor, than to judge in equity be-
tween party and party. ‘This opinion of his own popularity
in the nation was not groundlefs. The Parliament that met
in 1614, tho extremely out of humour with the minifters in
general, diftinguithed him by an uncommon mark of favour
and confidence. An objection having been ftarted in the
houfe of Commons, that a feat there was incompatible with
the office of Attorney-General, which required his frequent
attendance in the upper houfe: the Commons, from their par-
ticular regard for Sir Francis Bacon, and for that time only,
over-ruled the objection; and he was accordingly allowed to
take his place among them. If I obferve further, that the.
King raifed him to the dignity of a Privy Counfellor while
he was ftill in this very office, it will be inftead of many in-
ftances to thew, with what an addrefsful prudence he fteered
his courfe betwixt the court and the nation. He was thus fa-
voured by a Prince, who exacted from all his fervants an im-
plicit fubmiffion to his maxims of government: He gave no
umbrage to a parliament whom thefe maxims had rendered
jealous of the Prince, and of almoft every manin his favour.
But to return.

Tuese infinuations had their defired effe@.  Upon the Chan-
cellor’s voluntary refignation of the feals, they were given to
Sir Francis Bacon, with the title of Lord Keeper, on the fe-
venth of March 1617. To what intereft he more particularly
owed this promotion we may learn from his letter of acknow-
ledgment, written that very day, to the Earl of Buckingbam.

A rew days after he had the feals delivered to him, the
King went a progrefs into Scotland, carrying with him the Fa-
vourite, who was likewife his prime Minifter: for to him all
bufinefs, public or private, was addreflfed ; and according to
his fancy, for the moft part determined. The great affair that
employed the deliberations of his counfel about this time, and
had a fatal influence on his condué ever after, was the mar-
riage of Prince Charles with the Infanta of Spain. In this re-
folution, tho contrary to all the rules of good policy, he

perfifted
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perfifted for feven years together; againft his own intereft, againft
the univerfal voice of his people: only to procure the imaginary
honour of an alliance with a crowned head; for all otheralliances
he thought below his dignity. Sir Francis Bacon who faw thro the Do Vol.
vanity and danger of this intention, but who wanted refolution 1-2.
to be greatly honeft, contented himfelf with infinuating {foftly,
that it would be neceffary to have the council unanimous in their
fuffrage on the occafion, whatever might be their private fenti-
ments. This hint was not fuflicient to open the King’s eyes. On
the contrary, he run blindfold into the fnare that Gurdamor was
{preading for him. That famous Statefman, as much by his
buffooneries as by his talent for intrigue, had gained an abfo-
lute afcendant over Fasmes, leading him on from error to error;
till in the end he made him facrifice his conicience to the Pope,
and his honour to the refentments of Phi/ip, in the murder of
his braveft {ubje& Sir ZZalter Raleigh; the laft terror of Spain,
and the only {urviving favourite of Queen Elizaberh. The
Dutch too made advantage of the King’s weaknefs and necef-
{ities. As the cautionary towns were {till in the hands of the
Englifb, the States were under fome apprehenfions that the
Spanifb Miniftry might prevail upon Fames, who could not z.
poffibly conceal his fondnefs for the match in treaty, to put
thofe important places into their power. They knew at the
fame time that his treafury was exhaufted, and that his cour-
tiers were infatiable.  To bring their purpofe about, they ceafed
all at once to pay the Engli/b who garrifoned thofe places, as
by their treaties they were obliged to do. Complaint being
made of this to the Dutch Envoy at London, he infinuated, as
from himfelf, to fome of the Minifters, that if King Yasmes
would defire it of the States; they would, out of confidera-
tion for him, take up money at exorbitant intereft, and in one
payment difcharge the whole debt due to the crown of England.
This ftratagem took effet.  Fames wrote to the States; and
the matter was immediately put into negotiation. The pen-
fionary Barnevelt, whom they {ent over, conducted the affair
with fo much addrefs, that the King agreed to deliver up the
cautionary towns for lefs than three millions of florins, in lieu
of eight millions they had engaged to pay Elizaberh, befides
the intereft that had been running on for eighteen years,  Such
are
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are the events of this reign ; fit only to deprefs the writer, and
diftafte the reader.

Durine the King’s abfence in Scoz/and there happened an
affair, otherwife of {mall importance, but as it lets us into the
true genius of thofe times, and ferves to thew in what mifera-
ble fubje&tion the Favourite held all thofe who were in public
employments. He was upon the point of ruining Sir Francis
Bacon, the perfon he had juft contributed to raile; not for any
error or negligence in their Mafter’s fervice, but merely for an
opinion given in a thing that only regarded his own family.
Indeed fuch was the levity, fuch the infolence of his power,
that the capricious removal of men from their places, became
the prime diftinétion of his thirteen years favour ; which, as

Life of ABp Bithop Hacket obferves, was like a {weeping flood, that at
Williams, o .

parez. p. 19. €very {pring-tide takes from one land, to caft what it has ta-

ken upon another. The affair was this. The year before,

my Lord Coke had been removed from his place of Chief-

uftice and difgraced : The Court having found him, in

{feveral inftances, no friend to arbitrary will and pleafure, or

to the prerogative, asit was called; but refolutely bent to main-

tain the integrity and honour of his poft. One Peachan: had

been accufed of inferting in afermon feveral paffages accounted

treafonable, for it feems they refle@ted onthe miniftry; but in a

{ermon never preached, nor everintended to be made public. The

King whowasbeyond meafure jealouson this head, fearing the man

might either be acquitted on his tryal, or not condemned to a

capital punifhment, had ordered his Attorney-General Bacon

Xé’t’t’ef;",‘, to found the Judges before-hand, and gather their opinions

fecretly and apart. My Lord Coke obftinately refufed to

declare his ; looking on this auricular taking of opinions,

for fo he named it, as not according to the cuftoms of the

realm, but new and of pernicious tendency. About the

{fame time he had determined a caufe at common law. The

Bacr, Vol plaintiff, who thought himfelf injured, would not abide by his

125, 142, decifion, but applied to Chancery for relief: where the de-

fendant refufed to appear, dilclaiming the authority of that

court ; in which he was fupported by the Chief-Juftice, who

threatened the Chancellor with a premunire, grounded on a

ftatute made 27th £d; IIL for thusinvading the limits of his

jurifdi¢tion. ‘The King, who thought his prerogative ftruck

3 at
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at anew in this attack on the court of his abfolute power, as
Bacon ftiles it, had the matter examined before the Council ;
who condemned the Chief-Juftice for what he had done, and
obliged him to make a f{ubmiffion on his knees. But what
compleated the diftafte taken at him, was his behaviour in a
caufe of the Bithop of Litchfield and Coventry, to whom the
King had granted a vacant church iz Commendam. Serjeant
Chiborne, who was council againft the Bithop, in arguing the
cafe had maintained {everal pofitions, reckoned prejudicial and
derogatory to the King’s fupreme and imperial power, which
was affirmed to be diftin& from, and of a higher nature than
his ordinary authority. Informed of this, Fames, by his At-
torney General Bacon, ordered the Judges to ftay further pro-
ceedings in that bufinefs, till they had confulted with him.
The Judges aflembled, and unanimouily agreed, that they
could not obey this order; that the letter they had received was
contrary to law; that, by their oath and the duty of their places,
they were not to delay Juftice; that they had therefore pro-
ceeded in the caufe at the time fixed: and of this they certified
the King in a writing under all their hands.  Upon this remon-
ftrance, he writ them an angry letter, and peremptorily com-
manded them to ftay all proceedings, till his return to London.
They were then {fummoned before the Council, and fharply
reprimanded for fuffering the popular lawyers to queftion his
prerogative, which was reprefented as facred and tranfcendent,
not to be handled or mentioned in vulgar argument. At laft
raifing his voice, to frighten them into {fubmiffion, he put this
queftion to them feverally: ¢ if, at any time, in a cafe depend-
“ ing before the Judges, he conceived it to concern him either
“ in profit or power, and thereupon required to confult with
¢« them, and that they fhould ftay proceedings in the mean
¢ time; whether they ought not to ftay them accordingly?”
They all, the Chief Juftice only excepted, acknowledged it
their duty to do fo. His anfwer deferves to be for ever remem-
bred: ¢« That when fuch a cafe happened, he would do that
¢« which fhould be fit for a Judge to do.”

Yer this great Lawyer, who had the honeft courage to re-
fift the King to his face, wanted that independance of mind
which alone enables a man to bear {olitude, and an acquain-
tance with himfelf. His difgrace, which refle&ted more honour
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on him than all his preferments, he was unable to fupport: and
therefore he {oon after fued to be reinftated in the King’s fa-
vour. ‘To recover it, he meanly enough courted the Favourite
with an offer, which he would not hear of when it was formerly
made to him. While in power, he had refufed to give his
daughter in marriage to Sir Fohn Villiers, not without marks of
difrefpe@: he now fubmiflively entreated the fame perfon to
honour him with his alliance: and employed Secretary #77x-
wood to inform the Earl of Buckingham of his extreme concern
for what had paffed with regard to the Earl’s brother; that he
now paflionately wifhed the treaty might be renewed and ac-
complithed: adding that they fhould make their own terms of
fettlement, if his propofal was accepted. As the young lady
was not only a celebrated beauty, but a great fortune, the per-
fon moft interefted made no difficulty to clofe with this propo-
fal: and his mother recommended it to her fecond fon with
warmth. This alarmed the Lord-Keeper Bacon.  Ever jealous
of Coke’s reputation, and at odds with him, he dreaded his al-
liance with fo powerful a family. His imagination fuggefted to
him all the danger that threatned his prefent and future for-
tunes from this union: and he could not forget that he had
lately treated his antagonift with a freedom that rather infulted
than admonithed him. Thefe apprehenfions made him caft
about how to defeat the intended match, by raifing fuch ob-
jedtions to it, as might touch the King and his Favourite in
point of public honour and advantage. His letters to both, on
that occafion, are written with the perplexity of a man who
fears fomething he is unwilling to own; which yet his prudence
paffes over with a feeming unconcern, to enlarge only upon
confiderations that regard thofe whom he would be thought to
{ferve. But this management proved ineffeGual. It was re-
fented by the Earl of Buckingham, and checked by a rough
an{wer from the King. The Lady Compton too, informed of
the part he was acting, gave a loofe to her tongue, and railed at
him with a bitternefs natural to women when they are thwarted
in any favourite purfuit of intereft or paflion. Having thus,
to prevent a diftant and uncertain danger, involved himfelf in
one that was real and immediate, he made no fcruple to change
fides at once; to go directly againft his former opinion; and
to offer unasked his intereft in the young Lady’s Mother for

promoting
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promoting the match, he had juft been labouring to difappoint.
On fuch trivial accidents dothe fortunes of Miniftersdepend : and
to fuch little and fhameful arts is ambition often obliged to ftoop.
Nor even thus did he prefently regain his credit with Buck-
ingbam. The family continued to load him with reproaches :
and he remained long under that agony of heart which an af-
piring man muft feel, when his power and dignity are at the
mercy of a King’s minion, young, and giddy with his eleva-
tion, and who thinks himfelf offended. They were however
reconciled at laft; and their friendfhip, if obfequioufnefs in
one to all the humours of the other deferves the name of
friendfhip, continued without interruption for fome years:
while Buckingham went on daily to place and difplace the
great officers of the Crown, as wantonnefs of fancy, or anger,
or intereft led him ; to recommend or difcountenance every
private perfon who had a fuit depending in any court, juft as
he was influenced ; to authorize and prote& every illegal pro-
je&, that could ferve moft fpeedily to enrich himfelf or his
kindred. In a word he became formidable even to the mafter
who had raifed him from the duft, and who fhould have ftill
awed him by his authority : and this amidft the diflipation of
a life, given up to idle amufements, or fullyed with criminal
pleafures.

In the beginning of 1619, Sit Francis Bacon was created An. 1619,
Lord High Chancellor of England, and fhortly after Baron of
Verulam ; which title he exchanged, the year following, for
that of Vifcount St. Albans. Such events in his life as thefe may
be pafled over flightly : he was fo great a man, that external
honours could add no luftre to his name. Indeed had they
been the immediate reward of thofe nobler fervices he had
done, and was ftill meditating to do his country, they might
deferve more particular notice, for the fake of Him who be-
ftowed them.

Nerruse the weight and variety of bufinefs, nor the pomps
of a Court, could divert his attention from the ftudy of philo-
fophy. Thofe were his avocations and encumbrances; this
was his beloved employment, and almoft the only pleafure in
which he indulged his freer and better hours. He gave to the
public in 1620 his Novum Organon, as a fecond part to his an i6:0.
grand Inftauration of the Sciences : a work that for twelve years =

together
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together he had been methodizing, altering, polithing ; till
he had laboured the whole into a feries of aphorifms, as it now
appears. Of all -his writings this {eems to have undergone the
ftricteft revifion, and to be finithed with the fevereft judgment.
Indeed the form into which it is caft admits of nothing foreign,
of nothing merely ornamental.  The lights and embellithments
of imagination, the grace and harmony of flile, are rejected
here, as beauties either fuperfluous, orof an inferior nature.
The Author has befides made ufe of feveral terms in a new and
peculiar fenfe, which may have difcouraged fome readers, as it
has made others imagine them equally unintelligible with the
horrors of a vacuum, the quiddities, and fubftantial forms,
of the philofophy which he attempted to difcredit: and
therefore, of all his writings it has been the leaft read, or un-
derftood. It wasintended asa more ufeful, a more extenfive
Logic than the world had yet been acquainted with: an art
not converfant about fyllogifms, and modes of argumentation,
that may be ferviceable {fometimes in arranging truths already
known, orin dete@ing fallacies that lie concealed among our
own reafonings and thofe of other men; but an art inventive
of arts; produétive of new dilcoveries, real, important, and
of general ufeto human life. This he propofed, by turning
our attention from notions to things; from thofe fubtle and
frivolous {peculations that dazzle, not enlighten, the under-
ftanding, to a fober and {fenfible inveftigation of the laws and
powers of nature, in a way becoming fages who make truth
and information the fole aim of their enquiries. In order to
this, his firft endeavour was to weed out of the mind fuch er-
rors as naturally grow in it, or have been planted there by
education, and cherifhed by the influence of men, whofe wri-
tings had long claimed a right of prefcription to rule and miflead
mankind. To a mind thus prepared for inftruction, he pro-
pofes the fecond and {fcientifical part of his {cheme, the true
method of interpreting nature, by fact and obfervation ; by
found and genuine Induétion, widely differing from that puerile
art which till then had {olely prevailed in philofophy. His
requires a fufficient, an accurate collection of inftances, ga-
thered with fagacity and recorded with impartial plainnefs, on
both fides of the queftion : from which, after viewing them in
all poflible lights, to be fure that no contradiory inftances

can
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can be brought, fome portion of ufeful truth, leading on to fur-
ther difcoveries, may be at laft fairly deduced. In this way,
experiments and reafonings grow up together, to fupport and
illuftrate each other mutually, in every part of {cience.

As we are now approaching towards the moft memorable
event of our Author’s public life, which ended in a melancholy
reverfe of his fortune and honour, it will be neceffary to trace,
ftep by ftep, the caufes that produced it: efpeaa]ly as the affair
has not been hitherto confidered in the point of view that ren-
ders it moft interefting and inftruétive. It will, I believe, ap-
pear with evidence, that, whatever his crimes might be, he
was facrificed to the fafety of another, far more criminal than
himfelf : and that this was the a& of an 111—Judg1ng malfter,
with whom it was a greater merit to be amufing inany degree,
than to be ferviceable in the greateft.

Awmonc the weaknefles of King Fames, his vanity was the
moft pernicious, to his own family, and to the nation in gene-
ral. He placed an infinite value on certain chimerical advanta-
ges that met in his perfon ; on that inherent right by which he
pretended, the crown of England was devolved to him ; on
his long acquaintance with the prime myfteries of government,
and on his uncommon accomplithments in learning. His fa-
vourite maxim was, that he who knows not how to diffemble,
knows not how to reign : but he feems not to have heard of a
fecond maxim, without which the firft cannot be fuccefsful,
even for atiine; to conceal every appearance of cunning, and
to deceive under the guife of candor and good faith. He, on
the contrary, thewed his whole game at once, to hisown fub-
je&s and to foreigners alike : fo that in his attempts upon the
former, in his negociations with the latter, this Solmon was
the only dupe. A great fhare of learning he certainly had,
but of learning that a King ought not to be acquainted with;
the very refufe of the{chools, which ferved for little elfe but to
furnifh him with an impertinent fluency, on every {fubjedt :
and he indulged himfelf in the fovereign pedantry of fetting
it to fhew, on every occafion. On all thefe heads, he was
extolled without meafure, by the moft peftilent of flatterers,
grave and reverend Ecclefiaftics: for which, and becaufe they
encouraged him in an unprincely application of his talent, he,
on many occafions, made his power the mean inftument to
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gratify their paffions and luft of dominion. They, inreturn, found
out for hima title antecedent and fuperior to human laws, even
a divine right of being weak or wicked, without controul. And
this doérine, horrible as it is, they dared to derive from
{cripture: where if it could be found, which to affirm were
blafphemy, it would be the triumph of infidelity, and demon-
ftration that thofe facred writings were infpired, not by God,
but by fome Being, his oppofite and the enemy of all goodnefs.
This do@rine, meeting with his own perverted habits of think-
ing, made King Fames look upon his fubje&s.as {laves ; .upon
his parliaments as ufurpers of a power to which they had no
right, or at beft a precarious one: and he had now, for feven
years together, affeGted to govern without them ; to fet up an
intereft feparate from that of his people, and to fupply his
wants by all ways and means, but fuch as the conftitution
Hacker,p.so. preferibed.  Thefe methods were fuggefted to him by the worft
enemies of the commonwealth, the tribe of projectors and mo-
nopolifts: mifcreants who fheltered themfelves under the name
and influence of Buckingham, and who repaid his protection
extravagantly, at the expence of a people whom they were
grinding and devouring. His ‘mother too, now created a
Countefs in her own right, a woman born for mifchief, of a
meddling {pirit and infatiably greedy, was deep in the guilt of
thefe tranfactions ; forwarding every bad projeé that brought
her in money ; and, by the mighty power fhe had over her fon,
fucceeding in every fcandalous job the undertook. Under an
adminiftration like this, when England was in effe& governed
by a diffolute youth, himfelf in the hands of an intriguing, ra-
pacious woman, it cannot be furprizing that the people were
vexed and plundered by illegal patents, by monopolies, by other
mifchievous projects, calculated to enrich a few, and to ruin
thoufands. To all thefe patents, however procured, the Chan-
cellor had readily, almoft implicitly, affixed the feal, as the
mere creature of Buckingbam : Or if he ever ventured to infi«
nuate that any of them were contrary to law, his remonfirance
was too fearful and unfupported to produce any effe. This
is the great ftain on his character, that he deferted, or negleced,
the poft of honour where providence had placed him, on the
frontier, if I may {o fpeak, betwixt Prerogative and Liberty ;
that, if he did not encourage, he at leaft connived at, the
invafions
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invafions that were every day making into the latter. Yet this
was againft his inclination, as well as againft his better {fenfe of
things; for as he knew well that his Mafter’s true intereft lay
in a good underftanding with his people, he had often advifed
him to call frequent parliaments, and to throw himfelf on the’
affections of the nation for the fupport of his government.
Tho fuch advice was repugnant to all the maxims by which
that monarch withed to eftablith his power; tho he had re-
folved to lay parliaments afide for ever, as daring encroachers
upon his prerogative, who made themfelves greater and
their prince lefs than became either: yet he was now pre-
vailed upon, to meet the two houfes once more. Indeed

the exigency of his affairs rendered it neceflary. His fub-

jeds, it is true, were haraffed and pillaged; but he was ftill

in extreme want of money: thofe wretches, to whom he dele-

gated his authority, leaving to him little elfe befides the public

hatred, occafioned by their rapines committed in his name.

Add to this, that the jun&ure appeared favourable for obtain-

ing large fupplies from the commons. As the whole body of
the nation exprefled an uncommon zeal for recovering the Pa-

* Jatinate to his unfortunate Son-in-law, he had reafon to expe&;

that on the affurance of his entering heartily into a war, they

would vote him confiderable aids of money; which he might

afterwards divert, as he actually did, to other purpofes that

better fuited his genius and notions.

A ParriamenNT was accordingly fummoned: and it met on
the 20th of Fanuary 1621r. The King was not wholly mif-
taken in his conje¢ture; for the Commons immediately voted
him two entire fubfidies; but went at the fame time upon a
ftri¢ enquiry into thofe arbitrary impofitions that, in a period
of feven years, were become infupportable to the people. A-
mong the monopolies, in particular, there were three of flagrant
injuftice and oppreflion.  Certain perfons had obtained patents
from the King, which empowered them to fet an annual fine on
fuch as kept inns, or alehoufes, throughout England. Without
a licence from the patentees, no man could hold either: and
whoever would not readily pay the fum, at which thofe low
inftruments of power thought fit to excife him, was fure of
being haraffed and plundered, or thrown into a jail. This
proved a fruitful fource of vexations, and fell heavy on the

poorer
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poorer fort. ‘The third was yet more enormous; a patent for
the {ole making and vending of gold and filver lace, which
had been granted to two infamous tools of the favourite, Mom-

peffor and Michel; the Dudley and Empfon of that age. The

firft a man of fortune, whofe {fole ambition was to make himfelf
confidered, tho but by his crimes: the other an obfcure Juftice
of the peace, who, in a remote quarter of the town, picked up
a fordid maintenance from the ftews. They had, it feems,
thamefully abufed the power their exclufive patent gave them,
by putting off, for true, great quantities of counterfeit lace,
wrought up and embafed with copper, or other materials of a
poifonous nature: and whoever prefumed to make or fell any
other was cruelly punifhed, by fine and imprifonment. In
thefe outrages they were the more daring, becaufe Sir Edwerd
Villiers, half-brother to the Favourite, was affociated into their
patent, tho not named in it. Thefe, with many other grie-
vances, were laid open in parliament, and feverely cenfured.
But the Commons did not ftop here. They were for carrying
their {earch up to the prime caufe of all grievances, in order to
difcover by whofe influence the feveral patents had been pro-
cured, and how they had paffed the feals. Complaints were
brought into the houfe, about the fame time, of corrupt prac-
tices even in the High Court of Equity. This alarmed the King
for his Chancellor, and ftill more for his Minion: as private in-
timations had been fent to Buckingbam, of a {fevere {crutiny
that was making into all his management, and of frequent
meetings that were held, with great fecrecy, by certain mem-
bers of the lower houfe; in order to fix on him the guilt of
whatever was moft unjuftifiable and oppreflive.  Buckingbam’s
creatures, anxious and alarmed at this intelligence, perfuaded
him, that he could fecure impunity to himfelf and them, only
by bringing his Mafter forthwith to diffolve the parliament: and
Fames had certainly been frightened into that rath and ha-
zardous ftep, but for the {ober remonftrances of 7#//iams Dean
of Weftminfter. That politic courtier advifed him to cancel at
once, by proclamation, all monopolies and vexatious grants;
to facrifice inferior criminals to the public refentment, and to
{foothe the parliament with an affurance that this reformation
was firft propofed by his favourite, on finding how much he
had been abufed by defigning and knavith projedors. This

I counfel
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counfel the King refolved to follow; but it did not wholly free
Lim from the perplexity he was under. The Chancellor, whom
his intereft led him to preferve, was openly accufed of corrup-
tion: the Favourite, whom his tendernefs could not refign, was
fecretly, and therefore more dangeroufly attacked; as the en-
courager, if not the author, of whatever was deemed moft il-
legal and oppreflive.  To fave both, at this jun&ure, would be p,.»
impoflible: and he found he muft either part with the Obje& ﬁbzr:‘;g_‘P oft.
of his inclinations, or with the Oracle of his counfels. How
fuch a prince would determine, is eafy to guefs. His paflion
prevailed over his reafon: and my Lord Sz Albans was made
the fcape-goat of Buckingham. He was even obliged to aban-
don his defence.  As he had gained univerfal efteem by his
learning; and as his eloquence was equal to his parts, fuperior
and commanding, the King would not hazard his appearing
before the Lords to plead his own caufe. In the courfe of fuch
an enquiry, he might have diverted the public odium from
‘himfelf, by laying open the long feries of bad adminiftration to
which he had been privy; the many illegal patents he had been
compelled to pafs: and all this came full home to Buckingbam,
the great object of national vengeance. The faults too, im-
puted to himfelf, he might have extenuated {o far as to procure
a great mitigation of the cenfure, that muft otherwife fall upon
him in its utmoft rigour.  All this he forefaw and felt; but the
King abfolutely commanded him not to be prefent at his tryal:
promifing, on his royal word, to fcreen him in the laft deter-
mination; or if that could not be, to reward him afterwards
with ample retribution of prote&tion and favour. He obeyed,
and was undone.

ON the twelfth of March, a committee for infpecting into the
abufes of the courts of Juftice was appointed by the Commons. sute-Tiyats,
Some days after, Sir Robert Philips, a gentleman eminent for g0 ? 5>
public {pirit and humanity, reported from thence to the houfe,
that complaints had been brought before them, by two perfons,
againft the Lord Chancellor, for bribery and corruption. This
report he made, not only without bitternefs, but in terms of
great regard and tendernefs for the Accufed; moving that the
bufinefs might be prefented to the Peers, fingly and without
exaggeration. At a conference, on the nineteenth, between
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certain members of both houfes, the Lords agreed to take the
matter into their {peedy confideration. As foon as this affair
was become the public talk, a new croud of accufers appeared,
and charged home the unhappy Chancellor with other and fla-
grant inftances of bribery; fuch perfons efpecially as had courted
him with prefents, and afterwards received a verdi&t unfavour-
able to their expectations: animated more by that difappoint-
ment, than by the iniquity of his decifions; for it does not ap-
pear that any of his decrees were ever reverfed. He was all
this while confined to his houfe by an indifpofition, real or
pretended: but, if his body was in health, what muft have
been the conditien of his mind, in this interval of {ufpenfe and
anxiety? a great mind, already {elf-convicted, yet exquifitely
fenfible to good fame, which it has long enjoyed, and is upon
the point of lofing for ever! His reflections, whether he
looked back on the paft, or forward to the profpe be-
fore him, muft have been terrible: as they were at the fame
time inflamed by peculiar circumftances of fhame and confu-
fion; that he was now, at the age of fixty-one, falling a viGim
to the rapine and infolence of his domeftics, which he had
weakly connived at, rather than to any faults of his own.

On the twenty-fixth of March, the King came to the houfe
of Peers; and, in expreflions of ftudied popularity, owned the
errors of his government, exclaimed againft the patents com-
plained of, frankly gave up to juftice the lefler criminals con-
cerned in them: and all this for the fake of his Favourite, whom
in the end he endeavoured to {creen by the pooreft reafons ima-
ginable. Indeed, no good reafons could be alledged in defence
of Him, who was the greateft criminal; and without whofe
concurrence the Wretches in queftion could not have been guil-
ty. ‘The Lords were not impefed upon by this fpeech: how-
ever, thinking it fufficient to have reduced their fovereign to
the neceflity of an-apology, they feigned to be of his opinion.
Thus, Buckingham efcaped for the prefent; to accumulate new
guilt, and to fall at laft, ignobly, by a private hand: after he
had been devoted, by the curfes of a whole people, and more
folemnly ftill by the denunciations of their reprefentatives.
After a recefs of three weeks, the houfe met again: but the
weight of their indignation fell fingly, and therefore without
mercy, on the Chancellor. They were not Yatisfied with his

letter
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letter of general confeflion, tho delivered to them by the Prince
of #ales; in which he renounced all juftification of him-
felf, and fued for no other favour, ¢ but that his penitent fub-
« miffion might be his fentence, and the lofs of the feals his
¢« punithment.” He was obliged to put in a particular anfwer
to every point of his accufation : which he did on the firft of
May, 1621 ; acknowledging, in the moft explicite words,
the corruption charged upon him in twenty eight feveral arti-
cles, and throwing his caufe entirely on the compaflion of his
Judges. His {entence was, “ to undergo a fine of forty thou-
¢ fand pounds; to be imprifoned in the Tower duringthe King’s
¢ pleafure; to be for ever uncapable of any oflice, place, or em-
« ployment in the commonwealth; and never to fit again in
« parliament, or come within the verge of the court.” Thus
heloft the great privilege of his peerage; a {everity unufual
except in cafesof treafon and attainder.

Tue laft article of his charge furnithes matter for much re-
fletion. It alledges, < that he had given way to great ex-
“ alions in his fervants, both in refpet of private feals, and
¢ otherwife for fealing injun&ions.”  This indulgence to his do- Wiljm,
meftics, which was certainly extreme, has been generally, and 2o
I believe truly, reckoned the principal caufe of thofe irregula- »- = s
rities that drew on his difgrace. Liberal in his own temper,
or rather profufe beyond the condition of a man who means to
preferve his integrity, he allowed his family in every kind of
extravagance : and as many of his retinue were young, diffi-
pated, giddy in the purfuit of pleafure, they {quandered with-
out meafure, where they were indulged without controul *.
Whether he did not difcover this error till it was too late, or
whether a foul like his, loft in the greatnefs and immenfity of
its own views, could not attend to that detail of little and dif-
agreeable particulars which yet oeconomy requires; however
that was, to fupport his ordinary train of living, he fell into
corruption himfelf, and connived at it in his dependents. Thus
we behold him, a memorable example of all that is great and
exalted, of all that is little and low, in man. Such incon-
fiftencies in our human nature cannot but alarm and terrify
even thofe who are moft confirmed in a habit of virtue.

AFTER

* Oneday, during his tryal, as he was pafling throa room where feveral of his

domeftics were fitting ; upon their getting up to falute him, Sit down my Mafters,
he cried 3 your rife hath been my fail.



Cabala,
p. 203, Ed.
16g1.

Bacon Vol.
IV. Letter
291.

Cabala,
P 249.

,Bu/bel’s
Abridg. Poft.
P 3.

THE LIFE OF THE

ArrEer a fhort confinement in the Tower, the King rcfto-
red him to his liberty, and forgave the fine in which the Par-
liament had amerced him.  Asthis fine was very confiderable,
he managed fo as to have it afligned over to fome of his friends,
under the notion of being his creditors: And we find #illiams,
his fucceffor in the feals, complaining heavily of this ftratagem ; as
if he thereby intended to defraud thofe perfons to whom he wasre-
ally in debt, who were many and in danger of being ruined by
hisfall. Butl am inclined tohope, that he made ufe of this arti-
fice witha moreinnocent view ; namely,to procure himfelfa thort
refpite from their importunities, till he could fettle his private
affairs, extremely perplexed by former ill management, and
now by the lofs of his employments rendered defperate. That
I may not be obliged to mention any more an affair, alike un-
grateful to the reader and writer, I will obferve here, that
about three years after this, he petitioned King Fames for a
total remiffion of his cenfure : ¢ to the end that this blot of
¢ ignominy might be removed from him, and from his memory
¢ with pofterity.” What lay in a King’s power, Famesreadily
granted, a full and entire pardon of his whole {entence *
Pofterity likewife, towhich he appealed, has feemed unwilling
to remember that he ever offended : and thofe who record his
failings, like thofe who have made obfervations on the fpots in
the fun, neither pretend to diminifth his real brightnefs in him-
{elf, nor deny his univerfal influence on the world of learning,
Thus he withdrew from the glare of a public flation into the
{hade of retirement and ftudious leifure ; often lamenting, that
ambition and falfe glory had {o long diverted him from the
nobleft as well as the moft ufeful employments of a reafonable
being: mortified, no doubt, into thefe {fentiments by a fevere
conviction, in his own perfon, of the inftability and emptinefs
of all human grandeur.

HrtuerTo, we have followed him thro the buftle and ob-
liquity of bufinefs. ~We fhall find him henceforth in 2 more
pleafing, tho a lefs confpicuous, fituation ; freed from the fer-
vitude of a court; from an intolerable attendance there, on
the vices and follies of men every way his inferiors, (for in this
reign no one could rife to power on more honourable terms :)
in a condition now to purfue the native bent of his genius ; to

' live
* Accordingly he was fummoned to the firft Parliament of King Charles.
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live to himfe elf, and for the advantage, not of one age, or one
people only, but of all mankind, and all times to come.

Tus firt confiderable work he engaged in, after his re- an.16:
tirement, was the hiftory of Henry VII. which he undertook at
the deﬁre of King 747;25:, and publithed in the year 1623.
Whatever fome writers may have infinuated of his melancholy
and deje¢tion, we find every where, in this performance, evi-
dent traces of a {pirit unbroken by age, and unfubdued by
misfortunes. It has been highly applauded, and as much
condemned : a proof that it has more than common merit.
And we may venture to afirm that whatever its faults are,
they arife from no want of vigour in the underftanding, or of
warmth in the imagination of the writer. King Fames aﬁce&ed
to confider hisgreat grandfather Henry as a perfeé’c model for
the imitation of other Monarchs: and as his was the reign of
flattery, this quickly grew to be the prevalent -and fathionable
opinion at Court. Tho in truth, that Prince’s charadter was,
in every part of it, unamiable; and his condu&, on many
occafions, weak or wicked. If my Lord Bacon has not
wholly efcaped the infeGtion of his age ; if he has here and
there attempted to brighten the imperfe@ions, and throw in
{hades the bad features of the original he was drawing ; yet,
thro thefe foftemngs, we can eafily fee this King as he was,
and in all his genuine deformity. Sufpicion and avarice, h1s
own hiftorian acknowledges, were the chief ingredients in his
compofition: and therefore his politics, both at home and
abroad, were narrow, {elfith, and falfe. Void of all great and
extenﬁve prudence, he endeavoured to fupply that want by
temporary fhifts, and the little expedlents of cunning. By
thefe he commonly had the luck to extricate himfelf out of puo, vor.
difficulties, which a wifer man would have timely forefeen, ™" P+
and a better man have wholly prevented. But as his genius
was unfociable and folitary, the darknefs in his temper pafled
on mankind for depth and fagacity in his underftanding. His
avarice too, was fordid and fhamelefs. Nothing feemed
mean, nothing unjuft in his eyes, that could fill his coffers:
and merely to fill them, for of wealth he had no enjoyment,
he defcended to arts of rapine no lefs fcandalous than they
were oppreflive.

Vor. L m We
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I have acknowledged that my Lord Bacon’s Hiftory has
been taxed of partiality, and I will not diffemble that his
ftile has been objected to, as full of affectation, full of falfe
eloquence. But that was the vice, not of the man, but of the
times he lived in: and particularly of a court that, after the
Sovereign’s example, delighted in the tinfel of witand writing,
in the poor ingenuity of punningand quibbling.

His Effays have, of all his works, been moft current, and
are ftill very juftly efteemed. Towards the clofe of his life he
greatly enlarged them both in number and weight; and pub-
lilhed them anew, not only in Englifh, but in a more uni-
verfal language, which, he imagined, may preferve them as
long as books fhall laft. As they are intended not to amufe
but inftru@; as they are neither a f{atire on human nature,
nor the fchool of {cepticifim ; Monfieur de Poltaire obferves,
that they have been lefs popular than the Maxims of Rochefou-
cault, or the Effays of Montagne. A remark that does my
Lord Bacor honour ; who was too great a Man to court a re-
putation from the multitude, by facrificing to that malignity,
or indulging that curious extravagance, which too manv
readers, I am afraid, exped to find gratified, even in writings
of a moral kind.

Or the other works which he compofed in this laft {cene of
his life, I forbear to make any mention here: they will be all
enumerated in another place. Let me only obferve, that no-
thing can give a more exalted idea of the fruitfulnefs and vigour
of his genius than the number and nature of thofe writings.
Under the difcouragement of a public cenfure, broken in his
health, broken in his fortunes, he enjoyed his retirement not
above five years: a little portion of time! yet he found means
to croud into it what might have been the whole bufi-
nefs, and the glory too, of a long and fortunate life. Some of
his former pieces he methodized and enriched: {everal new ones
he compofed, no lefs confiderable for the greatnefs and variety

"of the arguments he treated, than for his manner of treating

them. - Nor are they works of mere erudition and labour, that
require little elfe but ftrength of conftitution and obftinate ap-
plication: they are original efforts of genius and refle®ion, on
fubjects either new, or handled in a manner that makes them
fo. His notions he drew from his own fund: and they were

{olid,
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folid, comprehenfive, fyftematical; the difpofition of his w ‘hole
plan throwing light and grace on all the particular parts. In
conﬁderlng every fubje&, he feems to have placed himfelf in a
point of view fo advantageous and elevated, that he could from
thence dilcover a whole country round hlm, and mark out the
{feveral fpots of it, diftinétly and with eafe. Thefe chara&ers
are equally due to the works in which he made fome progrefs,
and to thofe he could only attempt.

His fuppofed poverty has been much infifted on, not only #im.
by our own writers, but by foreigners. Some of the former have
afferted, that he languifhed out a folitary being in obfcurity
and indigence: and among the latter, Le Clere, who was led
into the fame notion by a pafiage in one of Howe/’s letters, has
animadverted with an honeft indignation on the meannefs of
that Prince, who could leave fuch a man as he was to ftruggle;
in his dechmng age, both with penury and afflition. I believe
the matter has been exaggerated. Perhaps he did not enjoy
affluence or entire eafe of fortune: but his ordmary income muft
have placed him above fordid want and anxiety. Dr. Raw/ey;
who lived long in his family, affirms that the King had given
him, out of the Broad Seal and Alienation Office, to the value
of eighteen hundred pounds a year; which, with his own lands
amounting to a third part more, he retained to his death. But
then, he had treafured up nothing in his profperous condition
againft the day of adverfity: and his penfion was not only pre-
carious, but ill-paid, by a King, who, inftead of husbanding
his revenues for great or good purpofes, was daily lavifhing them
away, in fruitlefs negotiations, or on the leaft deferving of his
fubje@s. Add to thefe things, that my Lord Bacon lay all this
time under the incumbrance of a vaft debt; and that he had
doubtlefs expended very confiderable fums in procuring or
making experiments. Even thofe, whom we fee clofe and
fparing on every other occafion, are yet profufe in gratifying a
favourite paflion. From all which arofe that diftrefs and thofe
difhiculties into which he was often plunged. That they were
many and great, we can entertain no doubt *, It is but too
ftrongly confirmed to us by fome unufual expreﬂions in his let-
ters to King Fames; where we find him pouring out his heart Zecr. Vel.

IV. Letter
n 2/2

* It appears by a letter of Buckingbam to him that he afked for the Provoftthip
of Eazon College, and was refufed it.
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in complaints and {upplications of fuch a ftrain, as every one
who reveres his memory will wifh he had never uttered Thofe
who infift on the meannefb, thofe who plead for the cignity,
of human nature, may, in this one man, find abunuaf“ mat-
ter to {upport their {everal opinions.  But, let us draw a veil
over imperfeétions, and at the fame time acknowledge, thata
very ordinary penetratmn may {erve to difcover remarkable ble-
mifthes and failings in the moft Comprehenﬁve minds, in the
greateft characters, that ever adorned mortality.

King Fames died in 1625; after an inglorious and a fatal
reign of three and twenty years: defpifed by foreigners, defpifed
and hated by his own fubjets. The mifchievous notions he
broached, the perverfe condu& he held, gave rife to thofe di-
vifions that quickly after involved his kingdoms in all the guilt
and mifery of a civil war: that thook the Brz'zz'/b conftitution
to its foundatioms, and in the end overturned it; tho appa-
rently framed to laft for ages, as it had been ages in building
up and perfecting.

His unfortunate Chancellor furvived him fomething above a
year. The multiplicity of bufinefs and ftudy in which he had
been long engaged, but above all the anguifh of mind he fe-
cretly laboured under, had undermined and broken into his
health.  After having been for {ome time infirm and declining,
he owed his death at laft to an excefs, not unbecoming a phi-
lofopher; in purfuing, with more application than his ftrength
could bear, certain experiments touching the confervation of
bodies. He was {o fuddenly ftruck in his head and ftomach,
that he found himfelf obliged to retire into the Earl of 4run-
del’s houfe at Highgate, near which he then happened to be.
There he fickened of a fever, attended with a defluxion on his
breaft; and, after a week’s illnefs, expired; on the ninth of
Aprily in the fixty-fixth year of hisage. How he bore this in-
difpofition, or what difcourfes he held at the nearer approaches
of death, no account is to be found; an omiffion which every
reader muft feel and regret: as nothmg can awaken the atten-
tion, nothing affe the heart of man more ftrongly than the
behaviour of eminent perfonages in their laft moments; in that
only {cene of life wherein we are all fure, later or fooner, to
refemble them. There remains only a letter, the laft he ever
wrote, addrefled to that nobleman under whofe roof he died;

1n
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in which he compares himfelf. to a celebrated philofopher of
antiquity, Pliny the elder; who loft his life by enquiring, with
too dangerous a curiofity, into the firft great eruption of /-
Suvius. , L ._
Tuus lived, and died, the Lord Chancellor Bacon *.

He was buried privately in 8z Michael’s church near Sz. A/~
bans. 'The fpot that contains his remains lay obfcure and un-
diftinguifhed, till the gratitude of a private man, formerly his

{fervant, erected a monument to his name and memory. In~

another ‘country; in a better age, his monument would have
ftood a public proof in what veneration the whole fociety held
a Citizen, whofe genius did them honour, and whole writings
will inftru& their lateft pofterity. o |
One paffage in his will is fermarkable.  After bequeathing
his foul and body in the ufual form; he adds, « my name and
« memory I leave to foreign nations; and to mine own coun-
« trymen; after fome time be pafled over.”  As to the former,
he was, even in his life-time, looked upon with admiration by
the moft eminent men that France and Iraly. could then boaft
of: and by {forhe of them vifited, as Ohe whofe talents were. an
ornament, not only to his age, but to human nature it felf.
When the Marquifs 1)’ Effiaz brought into England the Princefs
Henrietta-Maria; wife to Charles the Firft; he paid a vifit to
my Lord Bacon; who, being then fick in bed, received him with
the curtains drawn. ¢ You refemble the Angels, faid that mi-
“ nifter to him: we hear thofe beings continually talked of, we
“ « believe

* He continued fingle till after forty, and then took to wife a daughtet of Al-
derman Barnbam of London, with whom he received a plentiful fortune, but had by
her no children: and fhe out-lived him upwards of twenty years. Such readers as
have any curiofity to know what regimen he obferved, may take the following ac-
count of it in thé words of his Chaplain. ¢ His diet was rather plentiful and li-
“ beral than reftrained. In his younger years he was much given to the finer
¢ and lighter forts of meats: but afterwards he preferred the ftronger, fuch as the
«¢ fhambles afforded ; as thofe which bred the more firm and fubftantial juices, and
¢ lefs diffipable. He did not, you may be fure, negle¢t that himfelf, which he
<« fo much extolled to others in his writings, the frequent ufe of nitre ; whereof
¢« he took the quantity of about three¢ grains in thin warm broth every morning,
<« for thirty years together. His ordinary phyfic was a maceration of rhubarb, in-
¢ fufed into a draught of white-wine and beer mingled together for the {pace of
¢t half an hour, once in fix or {feven days, immediately before his meal, whether
<« dinner or fupper; that it might dry the body lefs. His receipt for the gout,
«¢ which conftantly gave him eafe within two hours, :s {et down in the end of the

¢ Natural Hiftory.” Vol Ill, p.233.
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¢t believe them fuperior to mankind, and we never have the con-
« folation to fee them.” Among his countrymen, the names,
alone, of thofe who have adopted his notions, and proceeded
on his plan, are his higheft encomium. To pafs over a long
line of philofophers, all illuftrious; he reckons in the lift of his
followers a Boyle, a Locke, a Newton himfelf,
RewlysLift  ONE fingularity there was in his temperament, not eafily to
°f B be accounted for: in every eclipfe of the moon, whether he
obferved it or not, he was certainly feized with a fudden fit of
fainting; which left him, without any remaining weaknefs, as
Euehnof  foon as the eclipfe ended. He was of a middling ftature; his
i‘f?;‘i?’ forchead fpacious and open, early imprefled with the marks of
age; his eye lively and penetrating; his whole appearance ve-
nerably pleafing: fo that the beholder was infenfibly drawn to
love, before he knew how much reafon there was to admire
him. In this refpe®, we may apply to my Lord Bacon what
Tacitus finely obferves of his father-in-law, Agricola: a good
man you would readily have judged him to be, and have been
pleafed to find him a great man.
Tuose talents that commonly appear fingle in others, and
they too men of reputation, fhone forth in him united and e-
minent. All his cotemporaries, even thofe who hated the
Courtier, ftand up and bear witnefs together to the {uperior
abilities of the Writer and Pleader, of the Philofopher and
Osbarn's AL Companion. In converfation, he could affume the moft dif-
Ve PE fering characters, and fpeak the language proper to each, with
a facility that was perfetly natural; or the dexterity of the
habit concealed every appearance of art: a happy verfatility of
genius, which all men wifh to arrive at, and one or two, once
in an age, are {een to poflefs. In public, he commanded the
attention of his hearers, and had their affe@ions wholly in his
power. As he accompanied what he fpoke with all the expref~
fion and grace of aétion, his pleadings, that are now perhaps
read without emotion, never failed to awaken in his audience
the feveral paflions he intended they fhould feel. This is not
a picture of him drawn from fancy: it is copied, and that too
B.5omn, DUt in miniature, after another taken by One who knew him
in his dilco- yyell; a good judge of merit, and feldom known to err, at
leaft in heightening a favourable likenefs. As a philofopher,
it is fcarce hyperbolical to fay of him, in Mr. 4ddi/or’s words,
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that he had the found, diftin&, comprehenfive knowledge of
Ariftotle, with all the beautiful lights, graces, and embelifh-
ments of Cicero. To this commendation of his talents, the
Learned throughout Ewrope have given their common fan&ion,
and own him for the father of the only valuable philofophy,
that of fa& and obfervation. |

IT remains then to confider him, more particularly than
we have hitherto done, in this moft known and confpicuous
part of his character ; where his merit is unqueftionably great
and entirely his own. For; to the writings of the antients he
was not, he could not, be obliged. They had either miftaken
the right road to natural knowledge ; or if any of them ftruck
into it by chance, finding the way difficult, obfcure, and te-
dious, they {foon abandoned it for ever. He owed to himfelf
alone, to a certain intelle¢tual fagacity, that beam of true
difcernment which fhewed him atonce, and as it were by
intuition, what the moft painful enquirers, for more than
twenty ages backward, had fearched after in vain. And here
let me obferve towards him the fame impartiality I have
hitherto aimed at: and, in order to know what he really did
as a philofopher, place before the reader a fhort view of the
ftate of learning in Eurgpe; from the dark period of Gozhicifm
down to the fixteenth century. But let me at the fame time
acknowledge, that this account will be only a rude and im-
petfe& sketch ; confifting of a few detached particulars, with-
out much order or method. |

AvrtHo the great era of ignorance has been fixed, juftly
enough, to thofe times when the northern Nations, like a
mighty inundation, overfpread the face of Eurgpe; yet it is
no lefs certain that barbarifm and corruption were entered into
arts and {ciences ere the Savages had made any impreflion on
the Roman Empire. Under them indeed, that darknefs which
had been long growing on the world, and gradually extin-
guifhing every light of knowledge, foon became total, and
threatened to be perpetual. In the eighth century, we find
that the higheft ambition of the Clergy was to vie with one
another in chanting the public fervice, which yet they hardly
underftood. This important emulation run fo high between the

li
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troverfy in perfon. ‘The Monk, who relates this affair with
moft circumftantial exactnefs, adds that the Emperor en-
treated Pope Adrian to procure him certain perfons, who
might teach his fubje@s the firft principles of grammar and
arithmetic ; arts that were then utterly unknown in his domi-
nions. 'This warlike Monarch, tho his own education had
been {o far neglected that he had never learned to write, dif-
covered, by his natural good fenfe, the value of knowledge, and
{et himfelf to be its promoter and patron. He even allowed
a public fchool to be opened in the imperial palace, under the
dire®ion of our famous countryman flcuin ; on whom he
chiefly relied for introducing into France {ome tincture of that
philofophy which was ftill remaining in Brizain. But how

" {low and ineffeGual the progrefs of any learning muft have

813.
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P 13-

been, we may guefs from an edi& of the Council of Challons,
in the next century ; which earneftly exhorts all monalteries
to be careful in having their manuals of devotion corre@l
tranfcribed : left, while they pioufly mean to ask of God one
thing, {fome inaccurate manufcript may betray them into pray-
ing for the quite contrary. .

As to Britain, if learning had flill fome footing there in the
eighth century, it was {o totally exterminated from thence in
the ninth ; that, throughout the whole kingdom of the #7¢/-
Saxons, no man could be found who was {cholar enough'to
inftru& our King Alfred, then a child, evenin the firft ele-
ments of reading : {o that he was in his twelfth year before he
could name the letters of the alphabet. When that renowned
Prince alcended the throne, he made it his ftudy to draw his
people out of the floth and ftupidity in which they lay : and
became, as much by his own example, as by the encouragement
he gave to learned men, the great reftorer of arts in hisdominions.
And here we are called upon to obferve, that as Framcehad
been formerly obliged to England in the perfon of Alcuin,
who planted the fciences there under Charlemnagne; our Iland
now received the fame friendly affiftance from thence by
Grimbald, whom King Alfred had invited hither, and made
Chancellor of Oxford. Such Events as thefe are too confide-
rable, in-the literary hiftory of the ninth age, to be pafled
over unobferved.  Therife of a noted grammarian, the voyage
of an applauded docor, are recorded, by the chroniclers of that

century,
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century, with the fame reverence that an antient writer would
mention the appearance of a Lycurgus, or a Timoleon s of a
law-giver who new-models a ftate, or a hero who refcues a
whole people from flavery.

Bur thefe fair appearances were of fhort duration. A night
of thicker darknefs quickly overfpread the intellectual world :
and in the moral, followed a revolution ftill more deplorable.
To common fenfe and piety, fucceeded dreams and fables;
vifionary legends and ridiculous penances. The Clergy, now
utter ftrangers to all good learning, inftead of guiding a rudé
and vitious Laity by the precepts of the gofpel, which they no
longer read, amufed them with forged miracles, or overawed
them by the ghoftly terrors of demons, {peétres and chimeras.
This was more eafy, and more profitable too, than the painful
example of a virtuous life. The profound depravity that was
fpread thro all conditions of men, ecclefiaftic and fecular, ap-
pears in nothing more plain than in the reafons afligned for
calling feveral councils about this time. In one, new canons
were to be made, forbidding adultery, inceft, and the practice
of pagan fuperftitions : as if thefe things had not till then been
accounted ecriminal. In another, it was found necéffary to
declare, that a number of Angels worfhiped univerfally under
certain names were altogether unknown : and that the church
could not warrant the particular invocation of more than three.
A third, which the Emprefs Ireze had fummoned for theé
reformation of difcipline, ordained, that no Prelate fhould
thenceforth convert his epifcopal palace into a common inn;
nor, in confideration only of any fum of money given hini
by one man, curfe and excommunicate another. A fourth
and fifth cenfure the indecency of avowed concubinage: and
enjoin that Fryars and Nuns fhould no longer converfe or live
promifcuoufly in the fame convent.

THE See of Rome, which fhould have been a pattern to the
reft, was of all chriftian churches the moft licentious *; and

the

* The book entitled, The tax of the Roman Chancery, publithed firft at Rome,
in the year 1514, futnifhes us with a flagrant inftance of this in the following paf-
fage, which I chufe not to tranflate. ¢ Abfolutio @ lapfu carnis fuper quocunque
< aftu libidinofo commiffo per Clericum, etiam cum monialibus, intra et extra fepta
¢ monafterii 5 aut cum confanguineis vel affinibus, aut filid fpiritvali, aut quibufdam
¢« alits, five ab unoquoque de per fe, five fimul ab omnibus abfolutio petatar cum
¢ Jifpenfatione ad ordines et bemeficia, cum inhibitione tur. 36, duc.3. Si verd
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the pontifical chair often filled with men, who, inftead

of adorning their facred character, made human nature it felf
deteflable: a truth by many catholic writers acknowledged .
and lamented. Several Popes were, by their {ucceflors ex--
commuticated, their aéts abrogated, and the facraments ad-

miniftred by them pronounced invalid. No lefs than fix

were expelled by others who ufurped their feat; two were

affaflinated : and the infamous 7heodora, infamous even in that

age, by her credit in the holy city, obtained the triple crown
for the moft avowed of her gallants, who affumed the name of"
“obn the Tenth. Another of the fame name was called to

govern the Chrifian world at the age of twenty onej; a

baftard fon of Pope Sergius who died eighteen years before.

If fuch were the men who arrogated to themfelves titles and at-

tributes peculiar to the Deity, can we wonder at the greateft

enormities among Lay-men ? Their ftupidity kept pace with

the diffolution of. their manners, which was extreme: they

ftill preferved, for the very clergy we have been {peaking of, a

reverence they no longer had for their God. The moft aban-

doned among them, mifcreants, familiar with crimes that hu-

manity flartles at, would yet, at the hazard of their lives, de-

fend the immunities of a church, a confecrated utenfil, or a

donation made to a convent. In fuch times as thofe, it were

in vain to look for ufeful learning and philofophy. Not only

the light of {cience, but of reafon, {eems to have been well-

nigh extinguifhed.

It was not till late, after the fack of Conflantinople by the
Turks, that the writings of Ariffotle began to be univerfally
known and ftudied. They were then, by certain fugitive
Greeks, who had efcaped the fury of the Ortoman Arms,
brought away and difperfed thro the Z7%ffern parts of Europe.
Some particular treatifes of his, it is true, had been long made:
public; but chiefly in tranflations from the Araéic, done by

men who, far from rendering faithfully the Author’s fenfe,
hardly

«¢ cum illis petatur ab/olutio etiany a crimine commiflo contra naturam, vel cum bru-

¢ tis, cum difpenfatione, ut fupra, et cum inhibitione tur. 9o, duc..12, car. 16.
¢« S1 vero petatur tantum ablolutio a crimine contra naturam, vel cum brutis, cum
<t difpenfatione et inhibitione, turon. 36, duc. 9. Abfolutio pro Moniali que fe
¢ permifit pluries cognolci intra et extra fepta monafterti, cum rebabilitate ad digni- |
i tates illius ordin’s, etiam abbatialem, turon. 36, duc. 9. In the Edition of
Biis-le-duc, thereis ¢ Abfolutio pro eo, qui inferfecit patrem, matrem, fororem,,
“ uxorem . ...g. 5, vel 7.7 Vide Bayle, art. Banck.
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hardly underftood his language. Thele however gave birth
to the Scholaftic Philofophy; that motley offspring of error
and ingenuity : and to {peak freely, the features of both pa-
rents were all along equally blended in the complexion of the
daughter. To trace at length the rife, progrefs, and varia-
tions of this philofophy, would be an undertaking not only cu-
rious but inftructive, as it would unfold to us all the mazes in
which the force, the {ubtlety, the extravagance of human wit
can lofe themfelves: till not only profane learning but divinity
itfelf was at laft, by the refined frenzy of thofe who taught
both, fubtilized into mere notion and air.

Tueir philofophy was neither that of Ariffozle entirely, nor
altogether differing from his. Whatever opinions the firft
founders of it had been able to draw, from Boesius his La-
zin commentator, or from the wretched tranflations above-
mentioned, thefe they methodized and illuftrated, each accord-
ing to his feveral talent, and the genius of the age he lived in.
But this, inftead of producing one regular and confiftent body
of {cience, even from wrong principles, ended in a monfler,
made up of parts every where mithapen and diflimilar. Add
to this, that they left natural knowledge wholly uncultivated;
to hunt after occult qualities, abftrac notions, and queftions of
impertinent curiofity, by which they rendered the very Logic
their labours chiefly turned wupon intricate, ufelefs, unin-
telligible,

AvrsTEDIUS, in his chronology of the Schoolmen, has di-
vided their hiftory into three principal periods or fucceflions:

the firft beginning with Lanfranc, Archbithop of Canterbury, an. iose.

who flourithed about the middle of the eleventh century ; and

Iv

ending with 4/bert the Great two ages later: the fecond, that An rszo.

commences from him, determining in Durand; as the third

and laft ended in Luther, at the reformation.  Morhoff, how- Polyhiftor,

ever, ftrenuoufly contends, that Rucelinus an Englifbman, was p-73 S .

properly the father of the Qchoolmen and that to him the feé
of the Nominalifts owed its rife and credit. He adds, that it
revived afterwards in the perfon of Occam, another of our coun-
trymen, and the perpetual antagonift of Duns Scotus, who had
declared for the Realifts, and was reckoned their ableft cham-
pion.  The learned reader needs not be told, that the Scholaftic
Do¢tors were all diftinguithed into thefe two Seéts; formidable

party-
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party-names, which are now as little known or mentioned as
the controverfies that once occafioned them. It is fufficient to
fay, that, like all other parties, they hated each other heartily;
treated each other as heretics in logic: and that their difputes
were often fharp and bloody; ending not only in the meta-
phorical deftruction of common fenfe and language, but in the
real mutilation and death of the combatants. For, to the dif-
grace of human reafon, mankind in all their controverfies, whe-
ther about a notion or a thing, a predicament or a province,
have made their laft appeal to brute force and violence. 'The
titles * with which thefe Leaders were honoured by their fol-
lowers, on account of the {ublime reveries they taught, are at once
magnificent and abfurd: and prove rather the fuperlative igno-
rance of thofe times than any tranfcendent merit in the men to
whom they were applied. From this cenfure we ought never-
thelefs to except One, who was a prodigy of knowledge for the
age he lived in, and is acknowledged as {fuch by the age to
which I am writing. I mean the renowned Fryar Baconz, who
thone forth fingly thro the profound darknefs of thofe times;
but rather dazzled than enlightened the weaker eyes of his co-
temporaries.  As if the name of Bacor were aufpicious to phi-
lofophy, this Man, not only without afliftance or encourage-
ment, but infulted and perfecuted, by the unconquerable force
of his genius penetrated far into the myfteries of nature, and
made {o many new difcoveries in Aftronomy and Perfpective,
in Mechanics and Chymiftry, that the moft {fober writers even
now cannot mention them without fome marks of emotion and
wonder. It is Dr. Friend’s obfervation, that he was almoft the
only Aftronomer of his age: and the reformation of the Calen-
dar, by him attempted and in a manner perfected, is a noble
proof of his skill in that {cience. The conftru&ion of {pe&a-
cles, of telefcopes, of all forts of glaffes that magnify or di-
minifh objeés, the compofition of gunpowder (which Barzhol-
dus Swartz is thought to have firft hit upon almoft a century
later) are fome of the many inventions with juftice afcribed to
him. For all which, he was in his life-time calumniated, im-
prifoned, opprefled: and after his death wounded in his good
name, as a magician who had dealt in arts, infernal and abo-

minable.

* The profound, the fubtile, the marvelous, the indefatigable, the irrefragable,
the ~oeelic, the feraphic, the fountain of life, light of the world, &,
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minable. He tells us, that there were but four perfons then in
Europe who had made any progrefs in the Mathematics; and
in Chimiftry yet fewer: that thofe who undertook to tranflate
Apriftotle were every way unequal to the task: and that his wri-
tings, which, rightly underftood, Bacon confidered as the foun-
tain of all knowledge, had been lately condemned and burned,
in a fynod held at Paris.

Tue works of that celebrated Antient have, in truth, more
exercifed the hatred and admiration of mankind than thofe of
all the other philofophers together. Launoy enumerates no6 lefs rib, de varia
than thirty-feven Fathers of the Church who have ftigmatized 2% 2%
his name, and endeavoured to reprobate his doétrines.  Morboff po,mior.
has reckoned up a flill greater number of his commentators, o I
who were at the fame time implicitely his difciples: and yet
both thefe authors are far from having given a complete lift ei-
ther of his friends or enemies.  In his life-time he was fufpected
of irreligion, and, by the Pagan priefthood, marked out for
deftru@ion: the fucceffors of thofe very men were his partizans
and admirers. His works met with much the fame treatment
from the Chriftian clergy: fometimes profcribed for heretical;
{ometimes triumphant and acknowledged the great bulwark of
Orthodoxy. ZLawunoy has written a particular treatife on the
fubje@, and mentioned eight different revolutions in the for-
tune and reputation of A#:fforle’s philofophy. To pafs over the
intermediate changes, I will juft mention two, that make a full
-and ridiculous contraft. In the above-mentioned Council held
at Paris about the year 12009, the Bifhops there cenfured his ;... .:
writings, without difcrimination, as the peftilent fources of error fopra-
and herefy; condemned them to the flames, and commanded
all perfons, on pain of excommunication, not to read, tran-
fcribe, or keep any copies of them. They went farther, and
delivered over to the {ecular arm no lefs than ten perfons, who
were burned alive, for certain tenets, drawn, as thofe learned
prelates had heard, from the pernicious books in queftion. In
the fixteenth century, thofe very books were not only read with
impunity, but every where taught with applaufe: and whoever
difputed their orthodoxy, I had almoft faid their infallibility,
was perfecuted as an infidel and mifcreant. Of this the {o-
phifter Ramus is a memorable inftance. Certain animadver-

fions of his on the peripatetic philofophy occafioned a general
Vor. L p commotion
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commotion in the learned world. The univerfity of Paris took
the alarm hotly, and cryed out againft this attempt as deftruc-
tive of all good learning, and of fatal tendency to religion itfelf.
The affair was brought before the parliament; and appeared of
{fo much confequence to Francis the Firft, that he would needs
teke it under his own immediate cognizance. The edié is ftill
extant, which declares Ramus infolent, impudent and a lyar.
His books are thereby for ever condemned, fupprefied, abo-
lithed: and, what is a ftrain of unexampled feverity, the mi-
ferable Author is folemnly interdicted from tranfcribing, even

from reading his own compofitions!
© We might from hence be led to imagine, that when the
authority of an antient philofopher was held {o facred, philofo-
phy itfelf muft have been thoroughly underftood, and cultivated
with uncommon fuccefs; but the attachment of thofe Do&ors
was to a name, not to truth, or valuable {cience: and our Au-
thor very juftly compares them to the Olympic Wreftlers, who
abftained from neceflary labours, that they might be fit for fuch
as were not fo. Under their management, it was a philofophy
of words and notions, that {feemed to exclude the ftudy of na-
ture; that inftead of enquiring into the properties of bodies,
into the laws of motion by which all effeéts are produced,
was converfant only in logical definitions, diftinétions, and ab-
ftractions, utterly barren and unproduéive of any advantage to
mankind. The great aim of thofe folemn triflers was rather to’
perplex a difpute than to clear up any point of ufeful difqui-
fition; to triumph over an enemy, than to enlarge the know-
ledge, or better the morals of their followers.  So that this cap-
tious philofophy was a real obftacle to all advances in found
learning, human and divine. ~After it had been adopted into
the chriftian theology, far from being of ufe to explain and af-
certain myfteries, it ferved to darken and render doubtful the
moft neceflary truths; by the chicanery of argumentation with
which it {upplied each fed, in defence of their peculiar and fa-
vourite illufions. To {o extravagant a height did they carry
their idolatry of Ariffotle, that {fome of them difcovered, or
imagined they difcovered in his writings, the do&rine of the
Trinity; that others publifhed formal differtations to prove the
certainty of his falvation, tho a heathen: and that a Patriarch
of Penice is faid to have called up the Devil exprefsly, in order
to
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to learn from him the meaning of a hard word in Ariflotle’s 2wie, ar.

phyfics. But the crafty Demon, who perhaps did not under-
ftand it himfelf, anfwered in a voice {o low and inarticulate,
that the good Prelate knew not a word he faid. This was the
famous Hermolaus Barbaro : and the Greek word, that occa-
fioned his taking {fo extraordinary a ftep is the Entelechia of
the Peripatetics ; from whence the fchoolmen raifed their {fub-
ftantial forms, and which Leibnitz, towards the end of the
laft century, attempted to revive in his Theory of mo-
tion. ‘

Tue Reformation it {elf; that diffufed a new light over Fu-
rope, that {fet men upon enquiring into errors and prepofleflions
of every kind, ferved only to confirm the dominion of this
philofophy : proteftants as well as papifts entrenching them-
felves behind the authority of Arifforle, and defending their
feveral tenets by the weapons with which he furnithed them.
This unnatural alliance of theology with the peripatetic
dodtrines rendered his opinions not only venerable but facred :
they were reckoned as the land-marks of both faith and reafon,
which to pull up or remove would be daring and impious.
Innovations in philofophy, it was imagined, would gradually
fap the very foundations of religion, and in the end, lead to
downright atheifm. If that veil of awful obfcurity, which
then covered the face of nature, fhould be once drawn ; the
rath curiofity of mankind would lead them to account for all
appearances in the vifible world, by fecond caufes, by the

owers of matter and mechanifm : and thus they might come
infenfibly to forget or negle&t the great original caufe of all.
This kind of reafoning convinced the multitude, over-awed
the wifer few, and effectually put a ftop to the progrefs of
ufeful knowledge.

Such, in general, were the difpofitions of mankind when
Sir Francis Bacon came into the world ; whom we will not
confider as the founder of a new fe&, but as the great affertor
of human liberty ; as one who refcued reafon and truth from
the flavery in which all fects alike had, till then, held them.
As a plaufible hypothefis, a fhining theory, are more amufing
to the imagination, and a fhorter way to fame, than the pa-
tient and humble method of experimenting, of purfuing na-
ture thro all her labyrinths by fa& and obfervation ; a philo-

{fophy

arbara.
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fophy built on  this principle, could not, at firft, make any
fudden or general revolution in the learned world. But its
progrefs, like that of time, quiet, flow and fure, hasin the
end been mighty and univerfal. He was not however the
firt among the moderns who ventured to diffent from
Ariftotle.  Ramus, Patricius, Bruno, Severinus, to name no
more, had already attacked the authority of that tyrant in
learning, who had long reigned as abfolutely over the opinions
of men, as his reftlels pupil had of old affected to do over
their perfons.  But thefe writers invented little that was valu-
able themfelves, however juftly they might reprehend many
things in him. And as to the real improvements made in
fome parts of natural knowledge before our author appeared,
by Gilbert, Harvey, Copernicus, Father Paul, and fome few
others, they are well known, and have been defervedly cele-
brated. Yet there was ftill wanting one great and comprehen-
five plan, that might embrace the almoft infinite varieties of
fcience, and guide our enquiries aright inall.  This Sir Fran-
cis Bacon firft conceived, in its utmoft extent; to his own
lafting honour, and to the general utility of mankind. If we
ftand furprized at the happy imagination of fuch a fyftem,
our f{urprize redoubles upon us when we refle&, that he in-
vented and methodized this {yftem, perfe¢ted {o much, and
sketched out {o much more of it, amidft the drudgery of bu-
finefsand the civil tumults of a court. Nature feems to have
intended him peculiarly for this province, by beftowing on
him with a liberal hand all the qualities requifite: a fancy
voluble and prompt to difcover the fimilitudes of things; a
judgment fteady and intent to note their {ubtleft differences ;
a love of meditation and enquiry ; a patience in doubting ; a
{lownefs and difidence in afhrming; a facility of retradting ;
a careful anxiety to plan and difpofe. A mind of fuch a caft,
that neither affeted novelty, ner idolized antiquity, that was
an enemy toall impofture, muft have had a certain congeni-
ality and relation to truth. Thefe chara&ers, which, with a
noble confidence, he has applyed to himfelf, are obvious and
eminent in his Inftauration of the Sciences: a work by him
defigned, not as a monument to his own fame, but a per-
petual legacy to the common benefit of others. He has divi-
ded the whole of it into fix capital parts; with a fhort account

of
3
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of which we fhall clofe this imperfe@ relation of his life and
writings. |

1. 'The firft part of this Inftauration propofes a general fur- Deaugmentis
vey of human knowledge : and this he executed in that admi- ="
rable treatife entitled, The Advancement of Learning. As he
intended to raifea new and lafting ftruure of philofophy,
founded not in arbitrary opinions or {pecious conje&ures, but
in truth and experience; it was ablolutely neceffary to his
defign, firft toreview accurately the ftate of learning as it then
ftood, throall its provinces and divifions. To do this effetu-
ally required, with an uncommon meafure of knowledge, a
difcernment not only exquifite but univerfal : the whole intel-
leGtual world was fubjeCted to its examination and cenfure.
That he might not lofe himfelf on a fubjec {fo vaft and of {uch
variety ; he has, according to the three faculties of the foul,
memory, fancy, underftanding, ranged the numerous train of
arts under three great claffes, hiftory, poetry, philofophy.
Thefe may be confidered as the principal trunks from which
fhoot forth, in prodigious diverfity, the leffer parts and branches
of {cience. Whatever is deficient, erroneous, or flill wanting
in each, he has pointed out at large: together with the pro-
pereft means for amending the defeés, for re@ifying the errors,
and for fupplying the omiffions in all. Upon the whole, he
was not only well acquainted with every thing that had been
difcovered in books before his time, and able to pronounce
critically on thofe difcoveries : he faw clearly, and at the end
of this treatife has marked out in one general chart, the feveral
tra&ls of {cience that lay ftill negle¢ted or unknown. And to
{ay truth, fome of the moft valuable improvements {ince made
have grown out of the hints and notices fcattered thro this
work : from which the moderns have feleted, each according
to his fancy, one or more plants to cultivate and bring to per-
fe&ion.
2. Thedefign of the Novum Organon, which ftands as the Novum 0r-
fecond part to his Inftauration, and may be reckoned the moft *"
confiderable, was to raife and enlarge the powers of the mind,
by a more ufeful application of its reafoning faculty to all the
different objects that philofophy confiders. In this place, our
Author offers to the world a new and better Logic ; calcula-
ted not to fupply arguments for controver{y, but arts for the

Vor. L. q ufe
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ufe of mankind ; not to triumph over an enemy by the fo-
phiftry of difputation, but to fubdue nature it {elf by ex-
periment and enquiry.  As it differs from the vulgar Logic in
its aim, it varies no lefs from that captious art in the form of
demonftrating : for it generally rejects {yllogifm, as an inftru-
ment rather hurtful than f{erviceable to the inveftigation of na-
ture, and ufes in its ftead a fevere and genuine induction.
Not the trivial method of the {chools, that, proceeding on a
fimple and fuperficial enumeration, pronounces at once from
a few particulars, expofed to the danger of contradictory in-
ftances: but an indu@ion that examines {crupulouily the expe-
riment in queftion, views it in all pofiible lights, reje&s and ex-
cludes whatever does not neceflarily belong to the fubject ; then,
and not till then, concluding from the afhrmatives left. A
croud of inftances might be brought to fhew how greatly this
method of enquiry has profpered in the hands of the moderns ;
and how fruitful it has been of new difcoveries, unknown
and unimagined by antiquity. But I will only mention one
that may ftand in place of many ; the Optics of our immortal
Newton : where, in a variety of experiments, he hasanalyzed
the nature and properties of light itfelf, of the moft f{ubtile of
all bodies, with an accuracy, a precifion, that could hardly
have been expected from examining the groffeft and moft pal-
pable. From whence, by the method of Inducion, he has

raifed the nobleft theory that any age or country can fhew.
praenomena 3+ 1T has been the fate of almoft every confiderable {cheme
wniverfi-— for the good of mankind to be treated, at firft, as vifionary, or
impracticable, merely for being new. This our Author fore-
faw, and endeavoured to obviate, in the third part of his In-
ftauration ; by furnifhing materials himfelf towards a natural
and experimental hiftory : a work which he thought fo indif-
penfably neceflary, that without it the united endeavours
of all mankind, in all ages, would be infufficient to rear and
perfe@t the great firucture of the {ciences. He was aware too,
that even men of freer and more extenfive notions, who relithed
his new Logic, might be deterred from reducing it to practice,
by the difhiculties they would meet with in experimenting,
according to the rules by him prefcribed. He therefore led the
way to other enquirers, in his Syfva Sylvarum, or hiftory of na-
ture: which, however imperfect in many refpects, ought to be
looked
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looked upon as extenfive and valuable for that age, when the
whole work was to be begun.  This colleétion, wiuch did not
appear till after his death, has been generally confidered as
detached from, and independent on his general plan: and
therefore his defign in making and recording thefe experi-
ments has not been duly attended to by the reader. They
are a common repofitory or ftore-houfe of materials, not
arranged for ornament and fhow, but thrown loofely together
for the fervice of the philofopher: who may from thence felect
fuch as fit his prefent purpofe; and with them, by the aid of
that Organ or Engine already defcribed, build up fome part of
an axiomatical philofophy, which is the crown and completion
of this fyftem. The phenomena of the univerfe he ranges un-
der three principal divifions; the hiftory of generations or the Bacor, V.
producion of all {pecies accordmg to the common laws of na- ©%
ture; that of preter-generations or of births deviating from the
ftated rule; and thirdly, the hiftory of nature as confined or
aflifted, changed or tortured by the art of man: Which laft
difclofes to us a new face of things, and as it were another
world of appearances. The ufe of fuch a hiftory he reckons
two-fold; either the knowledge of qualities in them{elves: or
to ferve for the firft matter of a true and ufeful philofophy.
With this view only did our Author make and gather together
the mifcellaneous colleétion I am {peaking of.  That many par-
ticular experiments have been found doubtful or falfe cannot be
wondered at: the whole was then a tra& of {cience uncultivated
and defert. If feveral confiderable men, treading in the path
he ftruck out for them, have gone farther and furveyed it more
exactly than he did, yet to him is the honour of their difco-
veries in a manner due. It was Co/umbus alone who imagined
there might be a new World; and who had the noble boldnefs
to go in {fearch of it, thro an ocean unexplored and immenfe.
He fucceeded in the attempt; and led his followers into a {pa-
cious continent, rich and fruitful. If fucceeding adventurers
have penetrated farther than he into its feveral regions, marked
out and diftinguifhed them with more accuracy; the refult of
thefe difcoveries has lefs extended their fame than it has raifed
and enlarged his.
4. After thefe preparations, nothing {eems wanting but to Scila Intet
enter at once on the laft and moft exalted kind of philofophy: “***
but
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but the author judged, that, in an affair fo complicated and
important, fome other things ought to precede, pa:tly for in-
ftruction, and partly for prefent ufe. He therefore interpofed
a fourth and fifth part: the former of which he named Scalz
Intellettus, or a feries of {teps by which the Underftanding
might regularly afcend in its philofophical refearches.  For this
purpofe, he propofed examples of enquiry and inveftigation,
agreeable to his own method, in certain fubjeés; fele¢ting fuch
efpecially as are of the nobleft order, and moft widely differing
from one another; that inftances of every fort might not be
wanting. The fourth part then was to contain a particular ap-
plication and illuftration of the fecond. Tn this light we chufe
to confider the fix monthly hiftories which he propofed to write
on {ix principal topics in natural hiftory: namely, of winds; of
life and death; of rarefacion and condenfation; of the three
chymical principles, falt, fulphur, mercury; of bodies heavy
and light; of {ympathy and antipathy. The firft three, in the
order I have here placed them, he profecuted at fome length;
and in a manner that fhews with what a happy fagacity he
could apply his own rules to the interpretation of nature. The
wonder is, that other enquirers fince his time have done {o little
towards perfecting the two firft mentioned, things of {o great
concern to human fociety, and to every individual. As to the
three laft, we have only a fhort introdu&ion to each: death
having prevented him from writing any thing on the fubjecs
themielves. Such is our condition here: whoever is capable of
planning ufeful and extenfive {chemes dies always too foon for
mankind, even in the moft advanced age.

5. Of the fifth part he has left nothing but the title and
{cheme. It was indeed to be only a temporary firucture, raifed
with {fuch materials as he himfelf had either invented, or tryed,
or improved ; not according to the due form of genuine induc-
tion, but by the fame common ufe of the underftanding that
others had employed. And this was to remain no longer than
till he had raifed,

6. The fixth and fublimeft part of this grand Inftauration,

to which all the preceding are merely fublervient: a philofo-

pby purely axiomatical and {cientific; flowing from that juft,
caftigated, genuine manner of enquiry, which the author firft
invented and applied. But this he defpaired of being able to

accomplifh:

-
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accomplith: and the Learned of all countries from his days
hdave been only labouring fome feparate or lefler parts of this
amazing edifice, which ages to come may not fee finithed ac-
cording to the model left them by this one Man.

Such, and fo unlimited were his views for the univerfal ad-
vancement of {cience; the noble aim to which he dire¢ed all
his philofophic labours. What Caefar faid, in complement, ‘to
Tidly may, with ftri& juffice, be applied to him; that it Was
more glorious to have extended the limits of human wit, than
to have enlarged the bounds of the Roman world.  Sir Francis Ba-
con really did {o: a truth acknowledged not only by the greateft
private names in Ezxrope, but by all the public {ocieties of its
moft civilized nations. France, Italy, Germany, Britain, I
may add even Ruffia, have taken him for their leader, and fub-
mitted to be governed by his inftitutions. The empire he has
ereted in the learned world is as univerfal as the free ufe of
reafon: and One mufl continue, till the Other is no more.
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Talemque apud fe rationem inflituit ; quam viventibus &
pofteris notam fieri, ipforum interefle putavit.

q UM illi pro comperto eflet, intelleGtum humanum {ibi ipfi nego-
tinm faceflere, heque auxiliis veris (quae in hominis poteftate
funt) uti fobrie & commode; unde multiplex rerum ignoratio,
& ex ignoratione rerum detrimenta innumera: omni ope conni-
tendum exiftimavit, Il quo modo commercium iftud mentis & rerum (cui
vix aliquid in ferris, aut faltem in tertenis, f¢ oftendit fimile) reflitui pof-
fet in integrum, aut faltem in melius deduci. Ut vero errores qui invalue-
runt, quique in aeternum invalituri funt; alii poft alios (fi mens fibi per-
mittatdt) ipfi & corrigerent, vel ex vi intelleCtus propria; vel ex auxilii§
atque adminiculis dialetticae; nulla prorfus fuberat fpes; propterca quod
notiones rerum primae, quas mens hauftu facili & fupino excipit, recondit
atque accumulat (unde reliqua omnia fluunt) vitiofac fint; & confufae, &
temere a febus abftra@tacs neque minor fit in fecundis & reliquis libido &
inconftantia: cx quo fit, ut univerfa ifta ratio humana, qua utimur quoad
inquifitionem naturae, non bene eongefta & aedificata fit, fed tanquam
moles aliqua magnifica fine fundamento. Dum enim falfas mentis vires
mirantut homines & celebrant; veras ejufdem quac efle poflint (fi debica
ci adhibeantur auxilia, atque ipfa rebus morigera fit, nec impotenter rebus
infultet) practercunt & perdunt : Reftabat illud unum, ut res de integro
tentetur, meclioribus praefidiis; utque fiat {cientiarum & artium atque om-
nis humanae do&rinac in univerfum inftauratio, a debitis excitata funda-
mentis, Hoc vero licet aggreffu infinitum quiddam videri poflit, ac fupra
vircs mortales; tamen idem traltatn fanum invenictur ac {obrium, magis
quam ea quac adhuc facta funt, Exitus cnim hujus rei cft nonnullus. In
lis vero, quac jam fiunt circa {cientias, eft vertigo quacdam & agitatio
perpetua & circulus: Neque cum fugit, quanta in folitudine verfetur hoc
experimentum, & quam durum & incredibile fit ad faciendam fidem. Ni-
hilominus, nec rem, nec feipfum deferendum putavits quin viam, quae una
humanae menti pervia eft, tentaret atque iniret: Pracftat enim primipium
dare rei, quac exitum habere poﬂ]t, quam, in iis quae exitum nullum ha-
bent, perpetua contentione & ftudio implicari,  Viac autem contempla-
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' tivae vils illis altivis decantatis fere refpondent; ut altera ab initio ardua
& difficilis, definat in apertum; altera primo intuitu expedita & prociivis,
ducat in avia & praecipitia. Quum autem incertus effet, quando hacc alicui
pofthac in mentem ventura fint; eo potiflimum ufus argumento, quod nes
minem ha&tenus invenit, qui ad fimiles cogitationes animum applicucrit; de-
crevit prima quaeque, quae perficere licuit, in publicum edere. Neque haec
feftinatio ambitiofa fuit, fed folicita; ut {i quid illi humanitus acciderct,
extarct tamen defignatio quaedam, ac deftinatio rei, quam animo complexus
eft; utque cxtaret fimul fignum aliquod honeftac fuae & propenfac in ge-
neris humani commoda voluntatis. Certe aliam quamcunque ambitionem
inferiorem duxit re, quam prae manibus habuit: Aut enim hoc quod agitur,
nihil eft, aut tantum, ut merito ipfo contentum efle debeat, nec frydum
extra quacrere.

Sereniflimo,



Sereniffimo, Potentiflimoque

PRINCIPI ac DOMINO NOSTRO
¥ A4 C 0 ‘B 0,

DEI Gratia Magnae Britanniae, Francize &
Hiberniae Regi, Fidei Defenfori, &c.

Sereniffime, Potentiﬂimeque Rex,

OTERIT fortafle majeftas tua me furti incufare, quod tantum
temporis, quantum ad haec fufficiat, negotiis tuis fuffuratus fim.

Non habeo quod dicam. Temporis enim non fit reftitutio; nifi

forte quod detraGtum fuerit temporis rebus tuis, id memoriaec nomi-

nis tui & honori faeculi tui reponi poflit; fi modo haec alicujus fint pretii.
Sunt certe prorfus nova; etiam toto genere: fed defcripta ex veteri admo-
dum exemplari, mundo fcilicet ipfo & natura rerum & mentis. Ipfe certe
(ut ingenue fatear) foleo acftimare hoc opus magis pro partu temporis,
quam ingenii. Illud enim in eo folummodo mirabile eft; initia rei, &
tantas de iis quae invaluerunt fufpiciones, alicui in mentem venire potuifle.
Cactera non illibenter fequuntur. At verfatur proculdubio cafus (ut loqui-
mur) & quiddam quafi fortuitum, non minus in iis quae cogitant homines,
quam in iis quac agunt aut loquuntur. Verum hunc cafum (de quo lo-
quor) ita intelligi volo, ut fi quid in his quae affero fit boni, id immenfae
mifericordiac & bonitati divinae, & felicitati temporum tuorum tribuatur :
cui & vivus integerrimo affeGtu fervivi, & mortuus fortafle id effecero, ut
illa pofieritati, nova hac accenfa face in philofophiac tenebris, praclucere
poflint. Mecrito autem temporibus regis, omnium fapientiflimi & do&iflimi,
acgencratio ifta & inftauratio {cientiarum debetur.  Supereft petitio, maje-
ftatc tua non indigna; & maxime omnium faciens ad id quod agitur: Ea
cft, ut quando Salomonem in plurimis referas, judiciorum gravitate, regno
pacifico, cordis latitudine, librorum denique, quos compofuifti, nobili va-
rictate: ctiam hoc ad ejufdem rcgis cxemplum addas, ut cures hiftoriam
naturalem & cxperimentalem, veram & feveram, (miflis philologicis) &
quac
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quac fit in ordine ad condendam philofophiam, denique qualem {uo loco|
defcribemus 3 congeri & perfici: ut tandem poft tot mundi actates, philo-
fophiae & fcientiae non fint amplius penfiles & aéreae, fed folidis experientiae
omnigenae, ejuldemque bene penfitatae, nitdntur fundamentis. Equidem
organum praebui; verum materies a rebus ipfis petenda eft:  Deus Opt. Max,
majeftatem tuam diu fcrvet incolumem,

hereniffimae Majeftati tuae
L 1
Servus devin@iflimus,

Et devotifiimus,

Francifcus Verulam,

CANCELLARIUS
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PRAEFATIO,

De ftatu {cientiarum, quod non fit felix, aut majorem in
madum auéus; quodque alia omnino, quam prioribus
cognita fuerit, via aperienda fit intelle€tui humano; &
alia comparanda auxilia, ut mens fuo jure in rerum naturam
uti poffit.

 IDENT UR nobis homines, nec opes nec vires fuas bene noffe s
verum de illis majora quam par eft, de his minora, crederc. Ita
fit, ut aut artes receptas in fanis pretiis acftimantes, nil amplius
quaerant; aut {eipfos plus acque contemnentes, vires {uas in levi-

oribus confumant; in iis, quae ad fummam rei faciant, non experiantur.
Quare funt & fuae {cientiis columnae, tanquam fatales; cum ad ulterius pe-
netrandum, homines nec defiderio, nec fpe excitentur. Atque cum opi-
nio copiac inter maximas caufas inopiae fit: quumaque ex fiducia praefen-
tium, “vera auxilia negligantur in pofterum; ex ufu eft, & plane ex necef-
fitate, ut ab illis quae adhuc inventa funt, in ipfo operis noftri limine (idque
reli¢tis ambagibus, & non diflimulantur) honoris & admirationis cxcefls
tollatur 3 utili monito, ne homines corum aut copiam aut utilitatem, in
majus accipiant aut celebrent. Nam fi quis in omnem illam librorum va-
tietatem, qua artes & f{cientiae exultant, diligentius introfpiciat, ubique in-
venict cjufdem rei repetitiones infinitas, tractandi modis diverfas, inven=
tione pracoccupatas; ut omnia primo intuitu numerofa, fato examine,
pauca reperiantur.  Et de utilitate aperte dicendum eft; fapientiam iftam,
quam a Graecis potiflimum haufimus, pueritiam quandam fcicntiac videri,
atque haberc quod proprium eft puerorum; ut ad garriendum prompta, ad
gencrandum invalida & immatura fit.  Controverfiarum enim ferax, operum
cffocta eft. Adeo ut fabula illa de Scylla, in literarum ftatum, qualis habe-
tur, ad vivum quadrare videaturs quac virginis os & vultum extulit, ad
utcrum vero monftra latrantia fuccingebantur & adhaerebant, Ita habent
& f{cientiae, quibus infuevimus, generalia quacdam blandientia & fpeciofa s
{ed cum ad particularia ventum fit, veluti ad partes generatioais, ut fruGtum
& opcera ex fe edant, tum contentiones & oblatrantes difputationes exoriun-

tur,
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tur, in quas definunt, & quae partus locum obtinent. Practerea, fi hujuf
modi {tientiae plane res mortua non effent, id minime videtur eventurym
fuiffle, quod per multa jam faccula ufu venit; ut illae fuis immotac fere
hacreant veftigiis, nec incrcmcptg genere humanq digna fumant: co ufque
ut facpenumero non folum a_ﬁcmo maneat aflertio, fed etiam quacftio ma-
neat quacftio, & per difputationes non folvatur, fed figatur & alatur; om-
nifque traditio & fucceflio difciplinarum repraefentet & cxhibeat perfonas
magiftri & auditoris, non inventoris & cjus qui inventis aliquid eximium
adjiciat. In artibus autem mechanics, contrarium evenire videmus: Quae
ac fi aurac cujufdam vitalis forent participes, quotidie crefcunt & perficiun-
tur; & in primis authoribus 1:ud.cs plerunque &.fcrc onerofae & informes
apparent, poftca vero novas virtutes & commoditatem quandam adipifcun-
tur, co ufque ut citius ftudia hominum & cupiditates deficiant & mutentur,
quam illac ad culmen & perfectionem {uam pervenerint. Philofophia con-
tra & fcientiae intelleétuales, {tatuarum more, adorantur & celebrantur;”
fcd non promoventur : quin etiam in primo nonnunquam authore maxime
vigent, & deinceps degenerant. Nam poftquam homines dedititii faci
fint, & in unius fententiam (ranquam pedarii fenatores) coicrint, fcientiis
ipfis amplitudinem non addunt, fed in certis authoribus ornandis & fipan-
dis, fervili officio funguntur. Neque illud afferat quifpiam 5 Scientias pau-
latim fuccrefcentes, tandem ad ftatum quendam pervenifle, & tum demum
(quafi confeflis fpatiis legitimis) in operibus paucorum fedes fixas pofuific;;
atque poftquam nil melius inveniri potuerit, reftare fcilicet, ut quae inventa
fint, cxornentur & colantur. Atquc optandum quidem eflet, haec ita fe
habuiffe, Re&ius illud & verius; iftas fcientiarum mancipationes nil aliud
cfie, quam rem ex paucorum hominum confidentia, & reliquorum focor-
dia & incrtia natam: poftquam ecnim {cientiae, per partes diligenter for-
tafle cxcultae & tratatac fuerint, tum forte exortus cft aliquis, ingenio au-
dax & propter methodi compendia acceptus & celebratus, qui fpecie tenus
artem conttituerit, revera veterum labores corruperit. Id tamen pofteris
gratum cffe folet, propter ufum operis expeditum & inquifitionis novae
tacdium & impatientiam.  Quod {i quis, confenfu jam inveterato, tanquam
temporis judicio moveatur; {ciat e rationc admodum fallaci & infirma niti,
Ncque enim nobis magna ex parte notum cft, quid in fcientiis & artibus,
variis faeculis & locis, innotuerit & in publicum emanarit; multo minus,
quid a fingulis tentatum fit & fecreto agitatum.  Itaque nec temporis par-
tus, ncc abortus extant in faftis. Neque ipfe confenfus, ejufque diuturnitas
magni prorfus acftimandus cft.  Utcunque enim varia fint genera politiarum,
unicus cft ftatus {cientiarum, ifque femper fuir, & manfurus eft popularis.
Atque apud populum plurimum vigent doctrinae, aut contentiofac & pug-
naces, auc fpeciofac & inancs; quales videlicet aflenfum aut illaqueant
aut demulcent. Itaque maxima ingenia proculdubio per fingulas actates
vim paffa funt; dum viri captu & intelletu non vulgares, nihilo fecius
cxiftimationi fuae confulentes, temporis & multitudinis judicio fe fubmi-
{erint. . Quamobrem altiores contemplationis, i forte ufquam emicuerint,
opinionum vulgarium ventis fubinde agitatae funt & extin@tae: adeo ut
tempus, tanquam flavius, levia & inflata ad nos devexerit, gravia & folida
demerferit.  Quin & illi ipfi authores, qui di¢taturam quandam in fcientiis
mvaferunt, & tanta confidentia de rebus pronuntiant; cum tamen per in-
tervalla ad fe redeunt, ad querimonias de fubtilitate naturae, veritatis rece(
fibus, rcrum obfcuritate, caufarum implicatione, ingenii humani infirmitate
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fe convertunt: in hoc nihilo tamen modeftiorcs, cumr maling communem
hominem & rerum conditionem caufari, quam de feipfis confiteri.  Quinil-
lis hoc fere folenne cft, ut quicquid ars aliqua non attingat, id ipfim ex ca-
dem arte impoffibile efle ftatuant. Neque vero damnari potelt ars, quurns
ipfa difceptet & judicet. Itaque id agitur, ut ignorantia etiam ab ignominia
liberetur. Atque quae tradita & rccepta ﬁmt ad hunc fere modum {¢ ha-
bent: quoad opera fterilia, quacftionum plcna, incrementis fuis tarda &
languida; perfe@ionem in toto fimulantia, fed per partes male impletas
deleftu autem popularia & authoribus ipfis fufpecta, ideoque artificiis qui-
bufdam munita & oftentata. Qui autem & ipfi experiri, & f¢ {cientiis ad-
dere, earumque fines proferre ftatuerunt, nec illi a receptis prorfus defcif-
cere aufi funt, nec fontes rerum petere.  Verum fe magnum quiddam con-
fequutos putant, fi aliquid ex proprio inferant & adjiciant; prudenter fe-
cum reputantes, {e in aflentiendo modeftiam, in adjiciendo libcrtatem tucri
pofle.  Verum dum opinionibus & moribus confulitur, mediocritates iftae
laudatae, in magnum fcientiarum detrimentum cedunt : Vix enim datur, au-
thores ﬁmul & admuau & fuperare. Scd fir aquarum more, quae non al-
tius afcendunt, quam ex quo defcenderunt. Itaque hujufmodi homines c-
mcndant nonnulla, fed parum promovent ; & proficiunt in melius, non in
majus. Neque ramen defuerunt, qui aufu majore, omnia integra 'fibi dux-
crunt, & ingenii impetu ufi, priora profternendo & deftruendo, adltum fibi
& placms fiis fecerunt; quorum tumultu non magnopere profe&um cft;
quum philofophiam & artes non re ac opere amplificare, fed placita tantum
permutare, atque regnum opinionum in {e transferre contenderint : exiguo
fane fruétu, quum inter errores oppoﬁtos errandi caufac fint fere commu-
nes. Siqui autem nec alienis, nec propriis placitis obnoxii, fed libertati fa-
ventes, ita animati fuere, ut alios fecum fimul quaerere cuperent; illi fanc
affeCtu honefti, fed conatu invalidi fuerunt. Probabiles enim tantum ratio-
ncs fequuti videntur, & argumentorum vertigine circumaguntur, & promif-
cua quacrendi licentia feveritatem inquifitionis enervarunt. Nemo autem
reperitur, qui in rebus ipfis & experientia moram fecerit legitimam. Atque
nonnulli rurfus qui experientiae undis fe commifere & fere mechanici fa&ti
funt; tamen in ipfa experientiae erraticam quandam inquifitionem exercent,
nec ei certa lege militant: Quin & plerique puﬁlla quaedam penfa fibi pro-
pofucre, pro magno ducentes, {fi unum aliquod inventum cruere poflint;
inftituto non minus tenui, quam imperito. Nemo enim rei alicujus naturam,
in ipfa re, rette aut feliciter perfcrutaturs; verum poft laboriofam experi-
mentorum variationem, non acquiefcit, fed invenit quod ulterius quaerat.
Neque illud imprimis omittendum eft, quod omnis in experiendo indufiria,
ftatim ab initio opera quaedam deftinata praepropero & intempeftivo ftudio
captavit; frudtifera (inquam) experimenta, non lucifera, quaefivit; nec or-
dinem divinum imitata eft, qui primo dic lucem tantum creavit, cique
unum diem integrum atmbmt, neque illo die quicquam materiati operis
produxit, verum fcqucnnbus diebus ad ea defcendit.  At, qui fummas dia-
lecticae partes tribuerunt, atque inde fidiflima fcientiis pracf' idia comparari
putarunt, veriflime & optime viderunt, intelleGtum humanum fibi permif:
fum, merito fufpeGtum efle debere. Verum infirmior omnino cft malo me-
dicinas nec ipfa mali expers: Siquidem dialectica quae recepta eft, licet
ad civilia & artes, quaein fermone & opinione pofitac funt, re&iflime adhi-
beaturs naturae tamen fubtilitatem longo intervallo non attingit; & pren-
VorL.L B fando
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fando quod non capit, ad errorcs potius ftabiliendos & quafi fizendos, quam
ad viam veritati apericndam valuit.

QUARE ut quac dica funt comple&tamur, non videtur hominibus aut alie-
na fides, aut induftria propria, circa f{cientias hatenus feliciter illuxifles
pracfertim quum & in demontftrationibus & in cxperimentis adhuc cognitis,
parum fit pracfidii. Adificiam autem hujus univerft, flrutura fia, intel-
le@ui humano contemplanti, inftar labyrinthi cft; ubi tot ambigua viarum,
tam fallaces rerum & fignorum fimilitudines, tam obliquac & implexae na-
turarum fpirac & nodi, undequaque fc oftendunt: Iter autem, fub incerto
{enfus lumine, interdum affulgente interdum fc condente, per experientiae
& rerum particularium f{ylvas, perpetuo faciendum eft. Quin etiam duces
itineris (ut dictum eft) qui fe offerunt, & ipfi implicantur; atque errorum
& errantium numerum augent. In rebus tam duris de judicio hominum ex
vi propria, aut ctiam de felicitate fortuita, defperandum eft: Neque cnim
ingeniorum quantacunque excellentia, neque experiendi alea faepius repe-
tita, ifta vincere queat. Veftigia filo regenda funt: omnifque via ufque a
primis ipfis fenfuum perceptionibus, certa ratione munienda.  Neque haec
ira accipienda funt, ac{i nihil omnino tot facculis, tantis laboribus atum fit:
Necque enim corum quac inventa funt, nos poenitet. Atque antiqui certe
in iis, quae in ingenio & meditatione abftratta pofita funt, mirabilcs {e viros
pr:icf’citcre. Verum, quemadmodum f{aeculis prioribus, cum homincs in
navigando per ftellarum tantum obfervationes curfum dirigebant, veteris
fanc continentis oras legere potuerunt, aut maria aliqua minora & medi-
terranea trajicere; priufquam autem oceanus trajicerctur, & novi orbis re-
giones detegerentur, necefle fuit, ufum acus nauticae, ut ducem viac magis
fidum & certum, inpotuiffe: fimili prorfus ratione, quaec hucufque in arti-
bus & fcientiis inventa funt, ea hujufmodi funt, ut ufu, mediratione, obfer-
vando, argumentando, reperiri potuerint; utpote quae fenfibus propiora
fint & communibus notionibus fere fubjaceant: Antequam vero ad remo-
tiora & occultiora naturae liceat appellere, neceflario requiritur, ut melior
& perfedtior mentis & intelleftus humani ufus & adoperatio introducatur.

Nos certe aeterno veritatis amore deviéti, viarum incertis & arduis
& folitudinibus nos commifimus; & divino auxilio freti & innixi, nen-
tem noftram & contra opinionum violentias & quafi inftruétas acies,
& contra proprias & internas hacfitationes & {crupulos, & contra re-
rum caligines & nubes, & undequaque volantes phantafias, f{uftinuimuss
ut tandem magis fida & fecura indicia, viventibus & pofteris comparare
poflemus. Quain re {i quid profecerimus, non alia fane ratio nobis viam ape-
ruit, quam vera & legitima {piritus humani humiliatio. OCmnes enim ante nos,
qui ad artes inveniendas {e applicucrunt, conjedtis paulifper in res & ex-
empla & cxperientiam oculis, ftatim, quaft inventio nil aliud effet quam
quacdam excogitatio, {piritus proprios, ut {ibi oracula exhiberent, quodam-
modo invocarunt. Nos vero inter res cafte & perpetuo verfantes, intelle-
&um longius a rebus non abftrahimus, quam ut rerum imagines & radii (ut
in fenfu fit) coire poflint; undc fit, ut ingenii viribus & cxcellentiae non mul-
tum relinquatur : Atque quam in inveniendo adhibemus humilitatem, eandem
& in docendo fequuti fumus. Neque enim aut confutationum triumphis,
aut antiquitatis advocationibus, aut authoritatis ufurpatione quadam, aut cti-
am obfcuritatis velo, aliquam his noftris inventis majeftatem imponere aut
conciliare conamur; qualia reperire non difficile efler ¢i, qui nomini fuo,
non animis aliorum lumen affundere conaretur.  Non (inquam) ullam aut
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vim aut infidias hominum judiciis fecimus aut paramus; verum eos ad res
ipfas & rerum foedera adducimus; ut ipfi videant, quid habeant, quid arguant,
quid addant, atque in commune conferant. Nos autem fi qua in re vel
male credidimus, vel obdormivimus & minus attendimus, vel defecimus in
‘via & inquifitionem abrupimus; nihilominus iis modis, res nudas & apertas
exhibemus, ut errores noftri, antequam {cientiae maﬁ'am altius ibficiant;
notari & fcpalau poflints atque ctiam ut facilis & expedita fit laborum
noftrorum continuatio. Atque hoc modo, inter empiricam & rationalem
faculratem (quarum morofa & inaufpicata divortia & repudia, omnia in
humana familia turbavere) conjugium verum & legitimum, in perpetuum,
nos firmafle exiftimamus.

QuamosnEM, quum haec arbitrii noftri non fint; in principio operis,
ad Decum Patrem, Deum Verbum, Deum Spiritum, preces fundimus humilli-
mas & a1dmt1ﬂimas, ut humani generis aerumnarum memores & peregri-

pationis itidus vitae, in qua dies paucos & malos terimus; novis fuis elee-
1:ofysds, per manus noftras, familiam humanam dotare dignentur.  Atque

iliod inftper fupplices rogamus, ne humana divinis oﬂic1ant 5 neve ex refe-
rarione viacui: fenfus, & accenﬁonc majore luminis naturalis, aliquid incre-
dvlitatis & noftis, animis noftris, erga divina myfteria obonatur : fed poti-
us, utab reile@u puro, a phantafhs & vanitate repurgato, & divinis oracu-
lis k' ninus fubdito & prorfus dedititio, fidei dentur, quae fidei funt.
Poftremo, ut {cientiae veneno a ferpente infufo, quo animus humanus tumet
& iaflatur, depofito, nec altum fapiamus, nec ultra fobrium, fed veritatem
in charitatc colamus.

PER AcTIsautem votis,ad homines converfi, quacdam & falutaria monemus
& aequa pof’culamus. Monemus primum (quod etiam precati fumus) ut
homines ienfum in officio, quoad divina, contineant. Senfus enim (inftar
folis) globi terrefiris faciem aperit, coeleftis claudit & obfi gnat. Rurfus ne
hiyuice mali fuga, in contrarium peccent; quod certe fiet, ﬁ naturae 1nqu1—
firionem ulla ex parte, veluti interdifto, feparatam putant. Neque enim
pura iila & immaculara fcientia naturalis, per quam Adam nomina ex pro-
pricrate rebus impofuit principium aut occafionem lapfui dedit: Sed am-
biti»fa illa & imperativa {cientiac moralis, de bono & malo dijudicantis,
cuoiditas, ad hoc ut homo a Deo deficeret & fibi ipfi leges daret, ea demum
r.10 atque modus tentationis fuit. De {cientiis autem quae naturam con-
templantur, fan&us ille philofophus pronuntiat, gloriam Dei effe celare
rem s gloriam regis autem rem imvenire : non aliter, ac {i divina natura, in-
nocenti & benevolo puerorum ludo delettaretur, qui ideo fe abfcondunt ut
inveniantur ; atque animam humanam fibi colluforem in hoc ludo, pro fua
in homines indulgentia & bonitate cooptaverit. Poftremo omnes in univer-
fum monitos volumus, ut {cientiae veros fines cogitent; nec eam aut animi
c7. petant, aut ad contentionem, aut ut alios defpiciant, aut ad commo-
dum, aut ad famam, aut ad potentiam, aut hujufmodi inferiora, fed ad me-
ritma & ufis vitae, camque in charitate perficiant & regant. Ex appetitu
cnim potentiac, anvch lapfi funts ex appetitu {cicntiae hommes fed cha-
ritatis non eft cxceflus; neque angelus aut homo per cam unquam in pe-
ricviunl venit.

PosTULATA autem noftra, quac afferimus, talia funt. De nobis ipfis file-
mus: de reautem, quac agitur, petimus; ut homines eam non opinionem
fed opus efic cogitent; ac pro certo habeant, non fectac nos alicujus, aut
placiti, fed utilitatis & amplitudinis humanae fundamenta moliri. Deinde,
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ut {uis commodis aequi, exutis opinionum zelis & praejudiciis, in commu-
ne confulant, ac ab erroribus viarum atque impedimentis, noftris praefidiis
& auxiliis liberati & muniti, laborum qui reftant & ipfi in partem veniant.
Practerea, ut bene fperent, neque Inftaurationem noftram, ut quiddam. in-
finitum & ultra mortale fingant & animo concipiant; quum revera fit infi-
niti erroris finis & terminus legitimuss mortalitatis autem & humanitatis
non {it immemor, quum rem non intra unius aetatis curr%culum omnino perfici -
pofle confidat, fed fucceflioni deftinet; denique fcicnnas,.non per arrogan-
tiam in humani ingenii cellulis, fed fubmifle in mund.o majore quaerat, Vg-
fla vero, ut plurimum folent efle, quac inania: fohda. contrahuntur maxi-
me & in parvo fita funt. Poftremo etiam petendum videtur (ne forte quis
rei ipfius periculo nobis iniquus efle velit) ut Yldf:ant homines, quatenus ex
¢o quod nobis aflerere necefle fit (fi modo nob1§ iph coqﬁarc velimus) de his
noftris opinandi, aut fententiam ferendi, fibi jus pcrm1ﬁ’um_ putent: quum
nos omnem iftam rationem humanam praematuram, anticipantem & a
rebus temere & citius quam oportuit, abftrattam, (quatenus ad inquifi-
tionem naturae) ut rem variam & perturbatam & male extruftam, rejicia-

mus: Neque poftulandum eft, ut ejus judicio ftetur, quae ipfa in judicium
vocatur.

DISTRIBUTIO

O P E R I S

Ejus conftituuntur partes fex.

Prima, Partitiones fcientiarum.

Secunda, Novum organum five indicia de interpretatione
Naturae.

Tertia, Phaenomena univerfi, five hiftoria naturalis &
experimentalis ad condendam philofophiam.

Quarta, Scala intelleétus.

Quinta, Prodromi, five anticipationes philofophiae fecun-
dae.

Sexta, Philofophia fecunda, five fcientia a&iva.

Singularum Argumenta.

ARS autem inflituti noftri eft, ut omnia, quantum fieri poteft,
aperte & perfpicue proponantur. Nuditas enim animi, ut olim
corporis, innocentiac & fimplicitatis comes eft. Pateat itaque pri-
mo ordo operis, atque ratio cjus.  Partes operis 2 nobis conftituun-
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PriMaA pars exhibet fcientiae ejus five doctrinae, in cujus pofleflioné
humanum genus hactenus verfatur, fummam, five defcriptionem univer(a-
lem. Vifum enim eft nobis, ctiam in iis quae recepta funt, nonnullam
facere moram: €o nimirum confilio, ut facilius & veteribus perfectio, &
novis aditus detur. Pari enim fere ftudio ferimur & ad vetera excolenda,
& ad ulteriora aflequenda. Pertinet etiam hoc ad faciendam fidem; juxta
illud ;5 non accipit indoctus verba f{cientiae, nifi prius ea dixeris, quae ver-
fantur in corde cjus. Iraque fcientiarum atque artium receptarum oras le-
gere, necnon utilia quaedam in illas importare, tanquam in tranfitu, non
negligemus. ,

PARTITIONES tamen fcientiarum adhibemus eas, quae non tantum jam
inventa & nota, fed hactenus omiffa & debita comple&tantur. Etenim in-
veniuntur in globo intcllettuali, quemadmodum in terreftri, & culta pariter
& deferta. Itaque nil mirum videri debet, fi a divifionibus ufitatis quando-
que recedamus. Adje@tio enim, dum totum variat, etiam partes earum-
que fe@iones neceflario variat : receptac autem divifiones, receptac fummae
{cientiarum, qualis nunc cft, tantum competunt.

C1rcaA ea vero, quac ceu omifla notabimus, ita nos geremus; ut non
leves tantum titulos & argumenta concifa eorum; quae defiderantur, propo-
namus: Nam fiquid inter omiffa retulerimus, (modo fit dignioris {ubjei)
cujus ratio paulo videatur obfcurior; (adeo ut merito fufpicari poflimus,
homines non facile intelle¢turos, quid nobis velimus, aut quale fit illud opus
quod animo & cogitatione compleftimur:) perpetuo nobis curaé erit aut
praccepta hujufmodi operis conficiendi, aut etiam partem operis ipfius jim 4
nobis confetam, ad exemplum totius fubjungere: ut in fingulis aut opera
aut confilia juvemus. Etenim, ctiam ad noftram exiftimationem, non folum
aliorum utilitatem pertinere putavimus; ne quis arbitretur, levem aliquam
de iftinfmodi rebus notionem mentem noftram perftrinxifie s atque efle illa,
quae defideramus ac prenfamus, tanquam votis {imilia. Ea vero talia funt,
quorum & penes homines (nifi fibi ipfi defint) poteftas plane fit, & nos apud
nofmct rationcm quandam certam & explicatam habeamus. Neque enimi
regiones mctiri animo, ut augures, aufpiciorum caufa: fcd intrare, ut duces,
promerendi ftudio, fufcepimus,

Atque haec prima operis pars eft.

Porro practervedli, artes veteres, intelleCtum humanum ad trajiciendum
inftruemus. Deftinatur itaque parti fecundae, dottrina de meliore & per-
feGiore ufu rationis in rerum inquifitione, & de auxiliis veris intelletus: ut
per hoc (quantum conditio humanitatis ac mortalitatis patitur) exaltctur
intellectus & facultatc amplificetur ad naturae ardua & obfcura fuperanda.
Atque eft ca, quam adducimus, ars (quam interpretationem naturae appel-
lare confuevimus) ex generc logicae; licet plurimum, atque adeo immen-
fum quiddam interfic. Nam & ipfa illa logica vulgaris auxilia & praefidia
intclle@tui moliri ac pararc profitetur : & in hoc uno confentiunt. Differt
autem plaite a vulgari, rebus praecipue tribus: viz. ipfo fine, ordine de-
monftrandi, & inquirendi initiis.

N aMm huic noftrac {cicntiac finis proponitur; ut inveniantur non argu-
menta, fed artess nec principiis confentanea, fed ipfa principias nec rationes

robabiles, fed defignationes & indicationes operum.  Iraque ex intentione
diverfa, diverfus fequitur effeGtus.  Illic enim adverfarius difputatione vin-

citur & conftringitur: hic natura opere.
ATQUE
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A 1QUE cum hujufnodi fine conveniunt demonftrationum ipfarum natura
& ordo. In logica enim vulgari opera fere univerfa circa fyllogifmum con-
{fumitur. De indu&ione vero dialetici vix ferio cogitaflc videntur; levi
mentione eam tranfmittentes & ad difputandi formulos properantes. At
nos demonftrationem pet fyllogifmum rejicimus, quod confufius agat & na-
turam emittat ¢ manibus. Tametfi enim nemini dubium effe poflit, quin,
quac in medio termino conveniunt, €a & inter {e conveniant; (quod eft
mathematicae cujufdam certitudinis :) nihilomipus hoc fubeﬁ fraudis, quod
fyllogifmus ex propofitionibus conftet, propoﬁtlongs ex verb1§, verba autem
notionum teflerac & figna fint. Iraque fi notiones ipfae mentis (quae verbo-
rum quafi anima funt & totius hujufmodi ftruGturae ac fabricae bafis) male
ac temere a rebus abftratae & vagae, nec fatis definitae & circumfcriptae,
denique multis modis vitiofae fuerint, omnia ruunt. Rejicimus igitur fyl-
logifmum; neque id folum quoad principia, (ad quae nec illi eam adhibent)
fed etiam quod propofitiones medias: quas educit fanc atque parturit, utcun-
que fyllogifmus; fed opcrum fteriles & a practica remotas & plane quoad
partem activam fcientiarum incompetentes. Quamvis igitur relinquamus {y]-
logifmo & hujufinodi demonftrationibus famofis ac jactatis, jurifdiGtionem
in artes populares & opinabiles, (nil enim in hac parte movemus ) tamen
ad naturam rerum, indu&ione per omnia & tam ad minores propofitiones,
quam ad majores, utimur. Induftionem enim cenfemus eam ¢fle demon-
ftrandi formam quac fenfum tuetur, & naturam premit, & operibus imminet
ac fere immifcetur.

11 A QUE ordo quoque demonftrandi plane invertitur.  Adhuc enim resita
geri confuevit; ut a fenfu & particularibus primo loco ad maxime genera-
lia advolctur, tanquam ad polos fixos, circa quos difputationes vertantur;
ab illis cactera per media deriventur: Via certe compendiatia, f{ed praeci-
piti; & ad naturam impervia, ad difputationes vero proclivi & accommo-
data. At fecundum nos, axiomata continenter & gradatim excitantur, ut
nonnifi poftremo loco ad generaliflima veniatur: Ea vero generaliflima
evadunt, non notionalia, fed bene terminatas & talia quae natura ut revera
fibi notiora agnofcat, quaeque rebus haereant in medullis.

At in forma ipfa quoque induétionis & judicio quod per eam fit, onus
Tonge maximum movemus. Ea enim de qua dialetici loquuntur, quae
procedit per enumerationem fimplicem, puerile quiddam eft & precario
concludit, & periculo ab inftantia contradiétoria exponitur, & confueta tan-
tum intueturs; necc exitum reperit.

ATqQur opus eft ad fcientias inductionis forma tali, quae experientiam
folvat & feparet, & per cxclufiones ac rejectiones debitas neceffario conclu-
dat. Quod fi judicium illud vulgatum diale&ticorum tam operofum fuerit &
tanta ingenia exercuerit; quanto magis laborandum eft in hoc altero, quod
non tantum ex mentis penetralibus, fed etiam ex naturae vifceribus extrahitur ?

NEQUE tamen hic finis. Nam fundamenta quoque f{cientiarum fortius
deprimimus & folidamus, atque initia inquirendi altius fumimus, quam ad-
hrc homines fecerunt: ca fubjiciendo examini, quae logica vulgaris tan-
quam fidc alicna recipit. Etenim dialetici principia {cientiarum a f{cientiis
fingulis tanquam mutuo fumunt; rurfus notiones mentis primas veneran-
tur: Poftremo informationibus immediatis fenfus bene difpofiti acquiefcunt.
At 110s logicam veram, fingulas {cientiarum provincias, majore cum imperio
quam pencs ipfarum principia fit, debere ingredi decrevimus; atque illa ipfa
principia putativa ad rationes reddendas compellere, quoufque plane conftant.

Quod
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Quod vero attinet ad notioncs primas intelle&tus; nihil eft corum, quae in-
tetletus {fibi permifius congeflit, quin nobis pro fufpecto fit; ncc ullo modo

ratum, nifi novo judicio {L ﬁltCut & fecundum illud plonuntlatum fucrit.
Qumetmm {enfus ipfius informationes multis modis excutimus.  Senfis enim
fallunt utique; fed & errores {uos indicant: Verum errorcs pracfto, indicia
corum longe petita funt.

DurrLEXxautem cft fenfus culpa: Aut enim deftituit nos, aut decipit. Nam
primo, plurimae funt res quac fenfum eriam rcéte difpofitum, nec ullo
modo impeditum, effugiunt; aut {ubtilitate totius corporis, att partium
minutiis, aut loci d1[’cant1a aut tarditatc atque ctiam vclocitate motus, aut
famlhautatc objedti, aut alias ob caufas. Neque rurfus, ubi fenfus rem te-
nct, prelenfiones c¢jus admodum firmae funt. Nam teftimonium & infor-
matio fenfus femper eft ex analogia hominis, non ex analogia univerfi: at-
que magno prorfus errorc afferitur, fenfum efle menfuram rerum.

ITAQUE ut his occurraturs nos multo & fido minifterio auxilia fenfui
undique conquifivimus & contraximus: ut deflitutionibus f{ubflitutiones,
variationibus re&ificationes fuppeditentur. Neque id molimur tam inftru-
mentis, quam experimentis. Etenim experimentorum longe major cft fub-
tilitas, quam fenfus ipfius, licet inftrumentis exquifitis adjuti: (de iis loqui-
mur experimentis, quae ad intentionem ejus quod quaeritur perite & fecun-
dum artem excogitata & appofita funt.) Itaque perceptioni fenfus imme-
diatac ac propriae non multum tribuimus: fed eo rem deducimus, ut fenfus
tantum de experimcnto experimentum de re judicet.  Quare cx1fhmamus
nos fenfus (a quo omnia in naturalibus petenda funt, nifi forte libeat infani-
re) antiftites religiofos & oraculorum ejus non imperitos inter ‘pretes nos prae-
{titifle: ut alii pxofcﬂione quadam, nos re ipfa fenfum tueriac cdlere vide-
amur. Atque hujufmodi funt ea, quae ad lumen ipfum naturae, cjufque
accenfionem & immillionem paramus: quae per fe fufficere poffent {i in-
telleCtus humanus aequus & inflar tabulae abrafae effet.  Sed cum mentes
hominum miris modis adeo obfeffae fint, ut ad veros rerum radios cx¢ipien-
dos fincera & polita area prorfus deﬁt, neceflitas quaedam incumbit, ut
ctiam huic rei remedium quaerendum efle putemus.

IpoL A autem, 'a quibus occupatur mens, vel adfcititia funt vel innata.
Adfcititia vero immigrarunt in mentes hommum, vel ex philofophorum
placitis & fetis, vel ex perverfis legibus demonftrationum. At innata in-
haerent naturae ipfius intelle@tus, qui ad errorem longe proclivior efle de-
plehendltur quam fenfus. Utcunque enim homines {ibi placeant & in ad-
mirationem mentis humanae ac fere adorationem ruant, illud certiflimum eft;
ficut fpeculum inaequale rerum radios ex figura & fe@tione propria immu-
tat; ita & mentem, cum a rebus per fenfum patitur, in notionibus fuis cx-
pediendis & comminifcendis, haud optima fide rerum naturac fuam naturam
infcrere & immifcere.

A TQUE priorailla duo idolorum genera, acgre; poftrema vero hacc nul-
lo modo evelli poflunt. Id tantum relinquitur, ut indicentur; atque ut vis
ifta mentis infidiatrix notetur & convincatur, ne forte a deftructione veterum,
novi {ubinde errorum furculi ex ipfa mala complexione mentis pullulent ;
coque res reccidat, ut crrores non extinguantur, fed permutentur: Verum ¢
contra, ut illud tandem in aeternum ratum & fixum fit, intelleGum nifi per
induftionem, cjufque formam legitimam, judicare non pofle. - Itaque do-
&rina ifta de expurgatione intellettus, ut ipfe ad veritatem habilis fits tri-
bus redargutionibus abfolvitur : Redargutionc philofophiarum, redargu-
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tionc demonftrationum & redargutione rationis humanac nativac.  His ver:
cxplicatis, ac poftquam demum patuerit, quid rerum narura, quid menti,
natura ferat; exiftimamus nos thalamum mentis & univerfi, pronuba divi
na bonitate, ftravifle & ornafle. Epithalamii autem votum fit, ut ex ec
connubio auxilia humana, & ftirps inventorum, quae necceflitates ac miferia
hominum aliqua ex parte doment & fubigant, fufcipiatur. Haec vero ef:
operis pars fecunda.

AT vias non folum monftrare & munire, fed inire quoque confilium eft,
Itaque tertia pars operis compleéiitur Phaenomena Univerdi; hoc eft, omni-
genam experientiam, atque hiftoriam naturalem, cjus generis, quae poflit
cffe ad condendam philofophiam fundameantalis. Neque cnim excellens
aliqua demonftrandi via, five natyram interpretandi forma; ut mentem ab
errore & lapfu defendere ac fuftinere, ita ei materiam ad {ciendum praebere
& fubminiftrare poflit. Verum iis, quibus non conjicere & hariolari, fed
invenire & {cire propofitum eft; quique non fimiolas & fabulas mundorum
comminifci, fed hujus ipfius veri mundi naturam introfpicere & velut diffe-
care in animo habent; omnia a rebus ipfis perenda funt.  Neque huic la-
bori & inquifitioni ac mundanae perambulationi, ulla ingenii aut medita-
tionis aut argumentationis fubftitutio, aut compenfatio fufficere poteft; non
{i omnia omnium ingenia coierint. Itaque aut hoc prorfus habendum, aut
negotium in perpetuum deferendum. Ad hunc vero ufque diem ita cum
hominibus aGtum eft, ut minime mirum {it, {i natura fui copiam non faciat.

NawMm primo, fenfus ipfius informatio, & deferens & fallens: Obferya-
tio indiligens & inaequalis & tanquam fortuita: Traditio, vana & ex rumore :
Prattica, operi intenta & fervilis: vis experimentalis, caeca, ftupida, vaga
& praerupta: denique hiftoria naturalis, levis & inops; vitiofiflimanr mate-
riam intelleGtui ad philofophiam & {cientias congeficrunt.

DEINDE, praepoftera argumentandi fubtilitas & ventilatio, ferum rebus
plane defperatis tentat remedium: nec negotium ullo modo reftituit, aut
errores {eparat.  Itaque nulla fpes majoris augmenti ac progreflus fita e, nifi
in reftauratione quadam {cientiarum,

Hvujus autem exordia omnino a naturali hiftoria fumenda funt, eaque
ipfa novi cujufdam generis & apparatus. Fruftra enim fuerit fpeculum ex-
polire, fidefint imagines: & plane materia idonea praecparanda eft intellectui,
non folum praefidia fida comparanda. Differt vero rurfus hiftoria noftra
(quemadmodum logica noftra) ab ea quae habetur, multis rebus: fine, five
officio; ipfa mole & congeric; dein fubtilitate;; etiam dele@tu, & confitutione
in ordine ad ea quae fequuntur.

PrIMo enim eam proponimus hiftoriam naturalem, quae non tam aut
rerum varictate delectet, aut praefenti experimentorum frucu juvet s

. . - , quam
lucem inventioni caufarum affundat & philofo

_ . phiac enutricandae primam
mammam pracbeat. Licet enim opera atque adivam fcientiarum partem
praccipue fequamur, tamen meflis tempus cxpeftamus, nec mufcum & fe-

getem herbidam demeterc conamur,  Satis enim f{cimus axiomata reéte jn-
venta, tota agmina operum fecum trahere; atque opera non fparfim fed
confertim exhibere. Intempeftivum autem illum & pucrilem affeGum, ut
pignora aliqua novorum operum propere captentur, prorfus damnamu,s &
amovemus, ceu pomum Atalantae quod curfum retardat : Atque hiftoriae
noftrae naturalis officium tale eft.

Quoap congeriem vero, conficimus hiftoriam non folum naturae liberae

ac folutae; (cum fcilicet illa fponte fluit, & opus fuum peragits qualis eft

hiftoria
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hiftoria coeleftium, meteororum, terrae & maris, mineralium, plantarum,
animalium:) fed multo magis naturae conftritac & vexatac; nempe, cum
per artem & minifterium humanum de ftatu fuo detruditur, atque premitur
& fingitur. Itaque omnia artium mechanicarum, omnia operativac partis
liberalium, omnia pratticarum complurium, quae in artem propriam non
coaluerunt, cxperimenta, (quantum inquirere licuit & quantum ad finem
noftrum faciunt) perfcribimus. Quin etiam (ut quod res eft eloquamur)
fattum hominum & f{peciofa nil morati, multo plus & operae & praefidii
in hac parte, quam in illa altera, ponimus: quandoquidem natura rerum
magis {e prodit per vexationes artis, quam in libertate propria.

NEQUE corporum tantum hiftoriam exhibemus, fed diligentiae infuper
noftrac efle putavimus, etiam virtutum ipfarum (illarum dicimus, quac tan-
quam cardinales in natura cenferi poflint, & in quibus naturae primordia
planc conftituuntur; utpote materia primis paflionibus ac defideriis; viz.
Denfo, raro, calido, frigido, confiftenti, fluido, gravi, levi, aliifque haud
paucis) hiftoriam feorfum comparare.

ExiMvERO ut de fubtilitate dicamus, plane conquirimus genus experi-
mentorum longe fubtilius & fimplicins quam funt ea quae occurrunt. Com-
plura enim a tenebris educimus & cruimus, quae nulli in mentem veniflet
wnveftigare, nifi qui certo & conflanti tramite ad inventionem caufarum per-
geret; cum in fe nullins magnopere fint ufuss ut liquido appareat, ea non
propter {e quacfita efle; fedita prorfus fe habereilla ad res & opera, quem-
admodum literae alphabeti {e habeant ad orationem & verba: quae licet per
{c inutiles, eaedem tamen omnis {fermonis elementa funt.

IN dele€tu autem narrationum & experimentorum melius hominibus ca-
viflc nos arbitramur, quam qui adhuc in hiftoria naturali verfati funt. Nam
omnia fide oculata, aut faltem perfpecta & fumma quadam cum feveritate
recipimus @ ita ut nil referatur auGum miraculi caufa, fed quae narramus,
afabulis & vanitate cafta & intemerata fint. Quinetiam & recepta quaequc
ac jactata mendacia (quac mirabili quodam neglectu per faccula multa obti-
nuerunt & inveterata funt) nominatim profcribimus & notamus, ne {cientiis
amplius molcfta fint. Quod enim prudenter animadvertit quidam; fabulas
& fuperftitiones, & nugas, quas nutriculae pueris inftillant, mentes eorum
ctiam ferio depravare: ita eadem nos movit ratio, ut foliciti atque etiam
anxil {imus, ne ab initio, cum veluti infantiam philofophiac fub hiftoria na-
turali traltemus & curemus, illa alicui vanitati afluefcat. At in omni expe-
rimento novo & paulo fubtiliore, licet (ut nobis videtur) certo ac probato,
modum tamen experimenti, quo ufi fumus, aperte {fubjungimus: ut, poft-
quam patcfaétum fit, quomodo fingula nobis conftiterint, videant homines
quid erroris fubefle & adhaerere poflits atque ad probationes magis fidas &
magis cxquifitas ({i quae fint) expergifcantur: Denique ubique monita &
fcrupulos, & cautiones afpergimus, religione quadam, & tanquam exorcifmo
omnia phantafimata cjicientes ac cohibentes.

PosTrREMO, cum nobis exploratum {it, quantopere cxperientia & hi-
floria aciem mentis humanae difgreget; & quamdifhicile fit (pracfertim ani-
mis vel teneris, vel pracoccupatis) a principio cum natura confuefceres
adjunvimus {acpins obfervationes noftras, tanquam primas quafdam con-
verfiones & inclinationes, ac vcluti afpectus hiftoriac ad philofophiam: ut
& pignoris Joco hominibus fint, cos in hiftoriae fluétibus perpetuo non de-
tentos iris utque, cum ad opus intelle¢tus deveniatur, omnia fint magis in
procin&tu.  Atque per huiufmodi (qualem defcribimus) hiftoriam natura-

Vor. L C Jem,



18

DISTRIBUTIO OPERIS.

lem, aditum quendam fieri pofic ad naturam tutum & commodum; atqe
materiam intelleGtui praeberi probam & praeparatam cenfemus.

PostQuaM vero & intelletum fidiflimis auxiliis ac praefidiis ftipavimus,
& juftum divinorum operum exercitum 1cvq1ﬁim9 del§&u comparavimus ;
nil amplius fuperefle videtur, nifi ut philofophiam ipfam aggrediamur,
Attamen in re tam ardua & fufpenfa, funt quacdam quae neceflario videntur
interponenda; partim docendi gratia, partim in ufum pracfentem.

HorUM primum cft, ut exempla proponantur inquirendi & inveniendi,
{ecundum noftram rationem ac viam, in aliquibus fubjectis repraefentata:
fumendo ca potiflimum fubjetta, quae, & inter ea quac quacruntur, {unt no-
biliflima, & inter {fe maxime diverfa; ut in unoquoque genere exemplum
non defit. Neque de iis exemplis loquimur, quac fingulis pracceptis ac
regulis illuftrandi gratia adjiciuntur, (hoc enim in fecunda parte operis abun-
de pracflitimus:) fed plane typos mt.clhgm?us & plafmaFa, quac un_wcrfum
mentis proceflum, atque inveniendi continuatam fabricam & ordinem in
certis fubjedtis, iifque variis & infignibus, tanquam f{ub oculos ponant. Et-
enim nobis in mentem venit, in mathematicis, aftante machina, fequi de-
monftrationem facilem & perfpicuam: contra, abfque hac commoditate,
omnia videri involuta, &, quam revera funt, fubtiliora. Itaque hujufmodi
exemplis quartam partem noftri operis attribuimus_: quae revera nil aliud eft,
quam fecundac partis applicatio particularis & explicata.

AT quinta pars ad tempus tantum, donec reliqua perficiantur, adhibe-
tur: & tanquam foenus redditur, ufque dum fors haberi poflit. Neque ¢
nim finem noftrum ita petimus occaecatis ut, quae occurrunt in via utilia,
negligamus. Quamobrem quintam partem operis ex 1is conficimus, quac a
nobis aut inventa, aut probata, aut addita funt: Neque id tamen ex ratio-
nibus atque pracfcriptis interpretandis fed ex eodem intellectus ufu, quem
alii in inquirendo & inveniendo adhibere confueverunt. Etenim cum, ex
perpetua noftra cum natura confuetudine, majora de meditationibus noftris,
quam pro ingenii viribus, {peramus; tum poterunt ifta veluti tabernaculo-
rum in via pofitorum vice fungi, ut mens ad certiora contendens in iis pau-
lifper acquicfcar. Attamen teftamur interim, nos illis ipfis, quod ex vera
interpretandi forma non {int inventa aut probata, teneri minime velle.
Iftam vero judicii fufpenfionem, non eft quod exhorreat quifpiam in do-
&rina, quae non fimpliciter nil fciri pofle, fed nil nifi certo ordine & certa
via {ciri pofle afferit: atque interea tamen certos certitudinis gradus ad ufum
& levamen conftituit; donec mens in caufarum explicatione confiftat.  Ne-
que enim illae ipfae fcholae philofophorum, qui Acatalepfiam fimpliciter
tenucrunt, inferiores fucre iftis quae pronuntiandi licentiam ufurparunt.
Illac tamen fenfui & intelleétui auxilia non paraverunt, quod nos fecimus:
fed fidem & authoritatem plane fuftulerunt; quod longe alia res eft & fere
oppofita.

SExTA tandem pars operis noftri (cui reliquae inferviunt ac miniftrant)
eam demum recludit & proponit philofophiam, quae ex hujufmodi (qualem
ante docuimus & paravimus) inquifitione ligitima, & cafta, & fevera edu-
citur & conftituitur. Hanc vero poftremam partem perficere & ad exitum
perducere, reseft & fupra vires, & ultra fpes noftras collocata. Nos ei ini-
tia (ut {fperamus) non contemnenda, exitum generis humani fortuna dabit;
qualem fortec homines in hoc rerum & animorum ftatu, haud facile animo
capere aut metiri queant. Neque enim agitur {dlum felicitas contempla-
tiva, fed vere res humanae & fortunae, atque omnis operum potentia,

Homo
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Homo cnim naturae minifter & interpres tantum facit & intelligit, quantum
de naturae ordine, opere vel mente, obfervaverit: nec amplius fcit, aut
potéft. Neque enim ullac vires caufarum catenam f{olvere aut pcxﬁmocrc
poﬁint neque natura aliter quam parendo vincitur. Itaque intentiones ge-
minac illae, humanae fcilicet {clentiae & potentiae, vere in idem coinci-
dunt: & fruﬁrano operum maxime fit ex ignoratione caufarum.

A TQUE in eo funt omnia, fiquis oculos mentis a rebus ipfis nunquam de-
jiciens, carum imagines plane ut funt, excipiat. Neque enim hoc fiverit
Deus, ut phantaﬁac noftrac fomnium pro exemplari mundi edamus : fed
potius benigne faveat, ut apocalypfim, ac veram vifionem veftigiorum &
figillorum Creatous fuper creaturas, fcubamus

ITAQUE tu Pater, qui lucem vifibilem primitias creaturac dedifti, & fu-
cem intelle¢tualem ad faftigium operum tuorum in faciem hominis mfpn'a-
fti; opus hoc, quod a tua bonitate profe¢tum, tuam gloriami repetit, tuere
& rege. Tu, poftquam converfus es ad fpetandum opera quae fecerunt
manus tuae, vidifti quod omnia effent bona valde; & requievifti. At homo
converfus ad opera quae fecerunt manus fuae, vidit quod omnia eflent vani-
tas & vexatio {piritus; nec ullo modo requievit. Quare fi in operibus tuis
{udabimus, facies nos vifionis tuac & fabbati tui p11t1c1pes Supplices pe-
timus, ut haec mens nobis conftet : utque novis cleemofynis per manus
noftras & aliorum, quibus eandem mentem largieris, familiam humanam
dotatam velis.

3.
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GUILIELMUS RAWILEY,

Sacrae Theologiae Prorrssor, Ilufiriffimi
Domini

’

D FRANCISCI

Baronis de Verurawmio, Vice-Comitis
SancTti Arrany, Sacellanus.

LecTor1 S

UM Domino meo placucrit, co me dignari honore, ut in edendis
operibus fuis opera mea ufus fit; non abs re fore exiftimavi, fi
le¢torem de aliquibus, quae ad hunc primum tomum pertinent,
breviter moneam. Tra&atum iftum, de Dignitate & Augmentis

Scientiarum, ante annos oftodecim, edidit dominatio {ua, lingua patria, in
duos tantummodo libros diftributum 5 & regiae fizae majeftati dicavit, quod
& nunc facit. Non ita pridem animum adjecit, ut in Latinam linguam
verteretur @ Inaudiverat fiquidem illud apud cxteros cxpeti: Quinetiam fole-
bat fubinde dicere, libros modernis linguis confcriptos, non ita multo poft
decotturos. Ejus igitur tranflationem, ab infignioribus quibufdam eclo-
quentia viris elaboratam, propria quoque recenfione caftigatam, jam emit-
tit. Ac liber primus certe, quafi mera tranflatio eft, in paucis admodum
mutatus : At reliqui o&to, qui Partitiones {cientiarum tradunt, atque unico
ante libro continebantur, ut novam opus, & nunc primum editum, prodit.
Caufa autem praccipua, quae dominationem fuam movit, ut opus hoc re-
trattaret, & in plurimis amplificaret, ea fuit; quod in Inftauratione Magna
(quam diu poftca edidit) Partitiones {cientiarum, pro prima Inftaurationis
parte conftituit; quam fequerctur Novam Organum s dein Hiftoria naturalis ;
& fic deinceps. Cum igitur reperiret partem ecam de Partitionibus {cientia-
rum jam pridem elaboratam, (licet minus folide quam argumenti dignitas
poftularet) optimum fore putavit, fi retradtaretur, & redigeretur in opus
juftum & completum. Atque hoc pafto, fidem fuam liberari intclligit, de
prima parte Inftaurationis pracftitam. Quantum ad opus ipfum, non eft
tenuitatis meac, de eo aliquid pracfart. Praeconium ei, quod optime con-
veniat, exiftimo futurum illud, quod Demofthenes interdum dicere folebat
de rebus geftis Athenienfium veterums Laudatorem iis dignum effe [olum-
modo tempus. Deum Opt. Max. obnixe precor, ut, pro dignitate operis,
fruCtus ubcres diuturnique & audtori & leQtori contingat.
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Partitionies Scientiarum & Argumenta Singulorum
CariTUM,

Lis. 1.

NULLIS conftat Capitibus ; continet autem partitionem totius operis, &
quarundam Objectionum dilutionem.

Lis IL

Car. L ARTITIO univerfalis do&trinae humanae, in hiftoriam;
poefim, philofophiam : Secundum tres facultates intel-
leCtus, memoriam, phantafiam, rationem: Quodque ea-
dem partitio competat etiam theolovms

Cap. II. Partitio hiftoriae in naturalem &cwﬂcm Ecclefiaftica & lite-
raria fub civili comprehenfis: Partitio hiftoriae naturalis, ex {ubjeto fuo,
in hiftoriam gencrationum, practergenerationum, & artium.

Cap. Il Partitio hiftoriae naturalis fecunda, ex ufu & fine fuo; in nar-
rativam & indudtivam ;s quodque finis nobiliffimus hiftoriae naturalis i t, ut
miniftret & in ordine fit ad condendam phllofophlam, quem finem in:
tuctur induciva. Partitio hiftoriae generationum, in hiftoriam coeleftium,
hiftoriam meteororum, hiftoriam globi terrde & maris ; hiftoriam maffarum
five collegiorum majorum, & hiftoriam fpecierum five collegiorum mino-
rum.

Cap. IV. Partitio hiftoriae civilis, in ecclefiafticam, literariam, & (quae
generis nomen retinet) civilem : Quodque hiftoria literaria defideretur :
Ejus conficiendae praecepta.

Car. V. Dedignitate & difficultate hiftoriac civilis:

Cap. VI. Partitio prima hiftoriae civilis (fpecialis) in memorias, antiqui-
tates, & hiftoriam juftam.

C ap. VIL Partitio hiftoriac juftae, in chronica temporum, vitas perfona-
rum, & relationes altionum : earum partium explicatio.

Car. VIII. Partitio hiftoriac temporum, in hiftoriam univerfalem, &
particularem. Utriufque commoda & incommoda,

Cap. IX. Partitio fecunda hiftoriae temporum, in annales; & acta diurna:

Capr. X. Partitio fecunda hiftoriae civilis (fpecialis) in meram & mix-
tam.

Cap. XI. Partitio hiftoriae ecclefiafticac; in ecclefiafticam fpecialem;
hiftoriam ad prophetias, & hiftoriam nemefecos.

Capr. XII. De appendicibus hifteriae, quae circa verba hominum (quem-
admodum hiftor{a ipfa circa facta) verfantur : Partitio carumi in orationes,
cpiftolas, & apophthegmata.

Cap. XIII. De fecundo membro principali doftrinae humanae, nempe
pocfi. Partitio pocicos in narrativam, dramaticam, & parabohcam. Ex-

cmpla parabolicac tria proponuntur.
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PARTITIONES SCIENTIARUM.
Lis IIL

C ap. L. Partitio {cientiac in theologiam & philofophiam. Partitio phi-
lofophiac in doérinas tres: De Numine, de natura, de homine.  Contflitutio
vhilofophiae primae, ut matris comniunis omnium. o
& Cap. II. De theologia naturali ; & dottrina de angelis & fpiritibus, quae
¢jufdem cft appendix.

€ ap. 1II. Partitio naturalis philofophiae, in fpeculativam & operati-
vam * quodque illae duac, & in intentione tractantis, & in corpore tratta-
tus, fegregari debeant. o

Car. 1V. Partitio doftrinae fpeculativae de natura, in phyficam (fpecia-
lem) & metaphyficam : Quarum phyfica caufam cflicientem & materiam :
Metaphyfica caufam finalem & formam, inquirit. Partitio phyficac (fpe-
cialis) in do@trinas de principiis rerum, de fabrica rerum five de mundo,
& de varietate rerum. Partitio do&rinae de varietate rerum, in doltrinam
de concretis, & dofrinam de abftraétis. Partitio doftrinac de concretis
rejicitur ad eafdem partitiones, quas fufcipit hiftoria naturalis. Partitio do-
&rinac de abftrad&is, in do&rinam de fchematifmis materiae, & dotrinam
de motibus. Appendices duae phyficac fpeculativac: Problémata natura-
lia, placita antiquorum philofophorum. Partitio metaphyficae, in dodri-
nam de formis, & do&rinam de caufis finalibus.

Cap. V. Partitio operativac doftrinae de natura, in mechanicam & ma-
giam : Quac refpondent partibus fpeculativae : Phyficac mechanica, meta-
phyficac magia. Expurgatio vocabuli magiae. Appendices duae operati-
vac : Inventarium opum humanarum, & catalogus polychreftorum.

Cavr. VI. De magna philofophiae naturalis, tam f{peculativac quam ope-
rativae, appendice mathematica : Quodque inter appendices potius poni de-

bet, quam inter {cientias fubftantivas. Partitio mathematicae in puram &
mixtam,

Lis IV.

Cap. 1. Partitio do&rinae de homine, in philofophiam humanitatis, &
civilem. Partitio philofophiae humanitatis, in doftrinam circa corpus homi-
nis, & do&rinam circa animam hominis. Conftitutio unius do&trinae gene-
ralis de natura, five de ftatu hominis. Partitio doftrinae de ftatu hominis,
in do&rinam de perfona hominis, & de foedere animi corporis. DPartitio
dodrinae de perfona hominis, in do&trinam de miferiis hominis, & de prae-
rogativis. Partitio do&trinae de foedere, in doétrinam de indicationibus, &
deimpreflionibus. Aflignatio phyfiognomiae, & interpretationis fomniorum
naturalium, do&rinae de indicationibus.

Cap. II. Partitio doétrinae circa corpus hominis, in medicinam, cofimeti-
cam, athleticam, & voluptariam. Partitio medicinae in officia tria; viz.
in confervationem fanitatis, curationem morborum, & prolongationem vitae:
Quodque pars poftrema de prolongatione vitae disjungi debeat a duabus re-
liquis.

Cap. Il Partitio philofophiac humanae circa animam, in doftrinam de
fpiraculo & dottrinam de anima fenfibili, five produta. Partitio fecunda
cjufdem philofophiae, in do&rinam de fubftantia & facultatibus animae, &
doftrinam de ufu & objedtis facultatum. Appendices duae doétrinae de
facultatibus animae, dotrina de divinatione naturali, & doétrina de fafcina-
tione. Diftributio facultatum animae fenfibilis, in motum & fenfum.

Lis.
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Liz V.

Cap. 1. Partitio doftrinae circa ufum & obje&ta facultatum animae humas:
nae, in logicam & ethicam. Partitio logicae, in artes inveniendi, judicanc -,
retinendi & tradendi. ,

Cap. 1I. Partitio inventivae, in inventivam artium & argumentcrim :
quodque prior harum (quac eminet) defideretur. Partitio inventivae a. tiumi,
in experientiam litcratam, & organwm novum. Delincatio experientiae
literatae.

Cap. IIl. Partitio inventivae argumentorum, in promptuariam & topi-
eam. Partitio topicae, in generalem & particularem. Exemplum topicac
particularis, in inquifitione dc gravi & levi.

CAP. IV. Partitio artis ;udlcanch in judicium per indu&ionem & per
fyllogifmum : Quorum prius aggregatur organo novo. Partitio prima ju-
dicii per fyllogifmum, in redutionem reftam & inverfam. Partitio fecun-
da cjus, in analyticam, & do&rinam de elenchis. Partitio do&rinae de elen-
chis, in elenchos fophifinatum, elenchos hermeniae, & elenchos imaginum
five idolorum.  Partitio 1dolorum in idola tnbus idola fpecus, & idola
fori. Appendix artis judicandi, viz. de analogia demonfirationum pro na-
tura fubjecti.

Cap. V. Partitio artis retinendi five retentivac, in do&rinam de admini-
culis memoriae, & doltrinam de memoria ipfa. Partitio dotrinae de me-
moria ipfa, in praenotionem & emblema.

Liz VI

Cap. L Partitio traditivae, in do&trinam de organo fermonis, do&rinam
de methodo {ermonis, & doétrinam de illuftratione fermonis. Partitio doéri-
nae de organo fermonis, in doftrinam de notis rerum, de locutione, & de
feriptione : Quarum duae pofteriores grammaticam conftituunt, c;ufquc
partitiones funt. Partitio doftrinae de notis rerum, in hlaoﬂyphlca & cha-
raferes reales.  Partitio {ecunda grammaticae, in literariam & philofophan-
tem. Aggregatio poefeos quoad metrum, ad doctrinam de locutione. Ag-
gregatio dodtrinae de ciphris, ad dotrinam de {criptione.

Cap. Il Doérina de methodo fermonis, conftitnitur ut pars traditivae
fubftantiva & principalis. Nomen ei inditur prudentia traditivac. Enu-
merantur methodi genera diverfa, & fubjunguntur eorum commoda & in-
commoda.

C ar. 1II. De fundamentis & officio do&rinae de illuftratione fermonis,
five rhetoricac. Appendices tres rhetoricae, quae ad promptuariam tan-
tummodo pertinent : colores boni & mali, tam fimplicis quam comparati ¢
antitheta rerum : formulae minores orationum.

Cavp. IV. Appendices generales duae traditivae, critica & paedagogica.

L1z VIL

Cap. L Partitio ethicae, in do&trinam de exemplari, & georgica animi.
Partitio exemplaris (fc1hcct boni) in bonum fimplex & bonum comparatum :
Partitio boni fimplicis, in bonum individuale & bonum communionis.

YoL. 1, D € AP,
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€ap. II. Partitio boni individualis, vel fuitatis, in bonum a&ivum, &
bonum paffivum. Partitio boni paffivi, in bonum confervativam & bo-
num perfe&tivam. Partitio boni communionis, in officia gencralia & re-
fpeltiva. ,

Cap. IIL. Partitio doétrinae de cultura animi, in do&rinam de charaéte-
ribus animorum, deaffeftibus, & de remediis five curationibus. Appendix
doftrinae ejufdem, de congruitate interbonum animi & bonum corporis.

L1z VIIL

C ap, L. Partitio do&rinae civilis, in doftrinam de converfatione, doctri-
flam de negotiis, & doftrinam de imperio five republica.

Cap. II. Partitio doftrina¢ de negotiis, in do€rinam de occafionibus
fparfis, & do&rinam de ambitu vitae. Exemplum doétrinae de occafionibus.
fparfis, ex parabolis aliquibus Solomonis. Praecepta de ambita vitae.

C ap. IIL. Partitiones do&trinae de imperio five republica omittuntur : Tan-
tum aditas fit ad defiderata duo: doc&rinam de proferendis finibus impetii,
& dodtrinam de juftitia univerfali, five de fontibus juris : Exempla atriunf
que. ~

L1z IX

Car. I Partitiones theologiae infpiratac omittuntur : Tantum aditus fie
ad defiderata tria: doftrinam de legitimo ufu rationis hunranae in divinis,
dodtrinam de gradibus unitatis in civitate Dei, & emanationes {cripturarum.
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U B veterilege, rex optime, crarnit & {pontaneae oblationes; & quotidiana
facrificias haec ex rituali cultu, illae ex pia alacritate profectac. Ar-
bitror equidem deberi tale quidpiam regibus a fervis fuis; ut fci-
licet quifque nion folum muneris {ui tributa, fed & amoris pignora

deferat. Atque in prioribus illis, {pero me minime defuturum; in potte-
riori autem genere dubitavi, quid potiflimum fumerem : Satius autem vi-
fum eft, hujufmodi aliquid deligere, quod potius ad perfonae tuac excel-
lentiam, quam ad negotia coronac fpéctaret. _

Eco facpiflime de majeftate tua, ut debeo, cogitans, (miflis aliis five
virtutis five fortunae tuac dotibus,) magna prorfus afficior admiratione,
cum intueor excellentiam earum inh te virtutum, facultatumque, quas phi-
lofophi intelleftuales vocant : Capacitatem ingenii tot & tanta complexam,
firmitudinem memoriae, prehenfionis velocitatem, judicii penetrationem,
clocutionifque ordinem fimul & facilitatem. Subit profecto animum quan-
doque dogma illud Platonicum, quo afferitur, Sczentiam nihil alind effe,
quam reminiftentiam ; animumgqie naturaliter ommia cognofiere, nati-
vae luci, quam [pecus corporis obumbraverat, fubinde redditum. Certe
hujus rei (fi in quo alio) relucet in majeftate tua exemplum infigne; cui
adeo prompta cft mens ad concipiendam flammam, ubi vel leviflima cam
excitaverit objefta occafio, vel minima alicnae cognitionis {cintilla affulfe-
rit. Quemadmodum igitur, de regum fapicntiflimo, facra perhibit fcrip-
tura, Cor illi fuiffe, tanquam arenam maris : cujus quanquam mafla
pracgrandis, partes tamen minutiflimae; fic mentis indidit Deus majeftati
tuac crafim plane mirabilem, quae cum maxima quaeque complectatur,
minima tamen prehendat, nec patiatur effluere : cum perdifficile videatur,
vel potius impoflibile in natura, ut idem inftrumentum & grandia opera
& pufilla apte difponat. Quantum ad elocutionem tuam, occurrit illud
Cornelii Taciti de Augufto Caefare s Auguflo, inquit, profluens, & quae
principem virum deceret, eloquentia fust. Sane fi refte rem perpenda-
mus, omnis oratio aut laboriofa aut affeftata aut imitatrix, quamvis aljo-
quin exccllens, nefcio quid fervile olet, nec fui juris eft. Tuum autem
dicendi genus vere regium cft, profluens tanquam a fonte, & nihilominus,
ficut naturae ordo poftulat, rivis didutum fuis, plenum facilitatis felicita-
tifque, imitans neminem, ncmini imitabile.  Atque ficut in rebus tuis, quac
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tam ad regnum, quam ad domum tuam fpcCant, virtus videtur cum for-
tuna certare s mores {cilicet optimi cum felici regimines {pes tuae olim pa-
tienter & pie cohibitac cum faufla & cpportuna fperatorum adeptioncs
thori conjugalis fan&ta fides, cum er}&u conjugii beato, in fobole pulcherri-
ma; pia & principe chriftiano digniflima ad pacem p.rcfpcnﬁo, cum fimili
vicinorum principum inclinatione, in idem votum feliciter confpirantium:
Sic & in intelle€us tui dotibus non levior exoritur lis & aemulatio, fi eas,
quac a natura ipfa praebitae funt & infufae, cum inftru@iflima gaza muolti-
plicis eruditionis, & plurimarum artium {cientia committamus. INeque ve-
ro facile fuerit, regem aliquem poft Chriftum natum reperire, qui fuerit
majeftati tuae literarum divinarum & humanarum varietate & cultura com-
parandus. Percurrat, qui voluerit, imperatorum & regum feriem, & jux-
ta mecum fentiet. Magnum certe quiddam pracflare reges videntur, fi de-
libantes aliorum ingenia ex compendio fapiant, aut in cortice dotrinae ali-
quatenus haereant; aut denique literatos ament evehantque. At regem,
& rcgem natum, veros eruditionis fontes haufifle, imovipfummct fontem
cruditionis effe, propc abeft a miraculo. Tuae vero majeftati etiam illud
accedit, quod in eodem peloris tui fcrinto, facrac literae cum profanis
recondantur; adeo ut cum Hermete illo Trifmegilto, triplici gloria infigni-
aris, poteftate regis, illuminatione facerdotis, eruditione philofophi. Cum
igitur alios regis longe hac laude (proprie quac tua eft) fuperes; acquum eft,
ut non folum pracfentis facculi fama & admiratione celebretur, aut etiam
hiftoriarum lumine pefteritati tranfiittatur, verum ut folido aliquo in opere
incidatur, quod & regis magni potentiam denotet, & regis tam infigniter
docti imaginem referat.

QuaARE (utad incoeptum revertar) nulla potior mihi vifa eft oblatio, quam.
tractatus aliquis eo fpeftans. Hujus argumentum duabus conftabit parti-
bus. In priori (quae levior eft, neque tamen ullo modo praetermitten-.
da) de fcientiae & literarnm per omnia excellentia agendum eft; & fimul
de merito eorum, qui in iifdem provchendis operam ftrenue & cum judicio
impendunt. Pofterior vero pars (quod caput rei eft) proponet, quid in.
hoc genere hucufque a¢tum fit & perfeGtum; infuper & ea perftringet quac
videntur defideraris ut quamvis non aufim feponere aut deligere tuaec
quod praecipue majeftati commendem, tamen multa & varia repraefentan-
do, regias tuas cogitationes excitare poflim, ut proprios pettoris tui thefau-
ros excutias, atque inde pro magnanimitate tua arque {apientia, optima quae-
que, ad artium & {cientiarum terminos proferendos, depromas.

I~ ipfo veftibulo prioris partis, ad purgandam viam & quafi indicendum,
filentium, quo melius audiantur teftimonia de dignitate literarum, abfque obla-
tratione tacitarum objeltionum, ftatui primo loco liberare literas opprobriis.
& vilipendiis, quibus impetit eas ignorantias fed ignorantia, {ub non uno
{chemate: modo in theologorum zelotypia, modo in politicorum fuperci-
lio, modo in ipforum literatorum crroribus fefe oftentans & prodens. Au-
dio primos dicentes, fcientiam inter ea cfle, quac parce cauteque admit-
tenda funt: Scientiae nimium appetitum fuifle primum peccatum, unde
hominis lapfus; hodieque haerere ferpentinum quid in ¢a, fiquidem ingre-
diens tumorem inducits Sczemntia inflar: Solomonem cenfere, Facicrdz
libros nullum effe finem, multamque lectionem carnis effe afflictionem ;
& alibi, Inmulta fapientia multam effe indignationem ; & qui auget (is-
entiam, augere ¢ dolorem. D. Pauli monitum efle, Ne decipiamur per
inanem philofophiam: Quin & cxperientia notum cffe, do&iflimos viros,

haere-
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haereticorum coryphacos, do&iffima faccula in atheifinum proclivia fuifle s
contemplationem denique fecundarum caufarum authoritati primae caufac
derogare.

U igitur falfitatem hujus dogmatis, fundamentaque ejus male jatta a-
periamus; cuivis obviam eft iftos non percipere, fcientiam, quae lapfum
peperit, non fuifle puram illam primigeniamque fcientiam naturalem, cu-
jus lumine homo animalibus in paradifo adduétis nomina ex natura impo-
fuit; fed fuperbam illam Bons & Malz, per quam excutere Deum, fibique
ipfc legem figere ambivit. Neque certe vis ulla {cientiae, quanta quanta
fir, inflat mentem, cum nihil implere animum nedum diftendere pofiit,
praeter Deum, Deique contemplationem.  Quare Solomon, de duobus palma-
riis inventionis fenfibus (vifu atque auditu) loquens; ait, Oculum viden-

do, aurem audiendo non fatiari. Quod fi non fit impletio, fequitur, con-

tinens majus efle contento.  Haud aliter de f{cientia ipfa animoque humano,
(cui fenfus funt tanquam emiffarii) definit his verbis, quae calendario fuo
cphemeridique, omnium rerum tempora defcribenti, fubneétit, ita conclu-
denss Ommia ‘Dens condidit, ut unumquodgue pulchrum fit in tempore
fuo: Mundum quoque ipfum indidit cordi eorum: invemire tamen ho-
mo non poteft opus, quod operatus eft Deus, ab initio ufque ad finem.
Quibus verbis haud obicure innuit, Deum fabricatum effe animum huma-
num inftar {peculi, totius mundi capacem, cjufque non minus fitientem
quam oculum luminis: neque geftientem folum confpicerc varietates vicif~
fitudinefque temporum, verum etiam perfcrutandi explorandique immotas
atque inviolabiles naturae leges & decreta ambitiofum. Et quamvis innu-
cre videatur, fummam illam naturae oeconomiam (quam appellat Opus, quod
operatur ‘Deus ab initio ufque ad finem) non pofle inveniri ab homine;
hoc non detrahit captui humano, fed in impedimenta doctrinae rejiciendums
qualia funt vitae brevitas, ftudiorum divortia, fcientiarum traditio prava &
infida, plurimaque alia incommoda, quibus humana conditio irretitur : Si-
quidem nullam univerfi partem, ab humana difquifitione alienam efle, fatis
clare alibi docet, inquiens, Spiritns hominis eft tanquam lucerna ‘Dei, quainti-
ma arcana explorat. Quare i tanta {it amplitudo captus humani, manife-
ftum eft, nullum efle periculum a quantitate {cientiac, ut ut diffufa, nec aut
tumorem inducat, aut exceflum : fed a qualitate tantum, quae quantulacunque
fit, fi abfque antidoto fua fumatur, malignum quid habet atque veneno-
fum flatuofis fymptomatis pleniflimum. Haec antidotus, five aroma, (cu-
jus mixtio temperat fcientiam, eamque faluberrimam efficit) eft charitas.
Quod ectiam priori claufulac fubjungit Apoftolus, dicens Scientia inflat,
charitas autem aedificat. Cui confonum eft, quod alibi docet : §7, inquit,
linguis loquar Angelorum, wvel hominum, charitatem autem non habeam,
faétus [um velut aes refonans, aut cymbalum tinniens. Non quin eximi-
nm quid {it loqui linguis Angelorum & hominum, fed quia fi fegregetur a
charitate, neque ad commune humani generis bonum dirigatur, potius inanem
gloriam exhibebit quam folidum fruGtum, Cenfuram quod attinet Solomo-
nis, de exceflu legendi fcribendique libros, & cruciatu fpiritus ¢ {cientia ori-
undos; monitumque ctiam Paulinum, Nedeczpiamur per inanem philofophiam:
fi rete explicentur ca loca, optime oftendent veros cancellos & limites, quibus
humana fcientia circumfepitur; ita tamen ut liberum fit ei, abfque omni co-
ar&atione univerfam rerum naturamampleéti. Sunt enim limites tres. Primus,
ne ita felicitatem collocemus in {cientia, ut interim mortalitatis noftrae oblivio

fubrepat.  Secundus, ne fic utamur fcientia, ut anxietatem pariat, non animi
tranquil-
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tranquillitatem. Tertius, ne putemus, poflc nos, per naturae contcn‘.plationcm’
myfteria divina affequi.  Nam quantum ad primum, optime in eodem libro
alibi fe Solomton explicat. Satis, inquit, perfpex:, fapientiam tantum re<
cedere a flultitia, quantum lucem a tenebris. _ quz’mz"z's oqwlz' in capite
ejus, Sultus in tenebris oberrat 5 [ed fimul didici morzem{z mcqjxtatem
utrigue effe communem. Dc fecundo certum cft, nullam animi anxieratcm
aut perturbationem oriri ¢ fcientia, nifi tantum per accidens.  Omnis enim,
{cientia & admiratio (quac eft {Cmen fcientiac) per fe jucanda eft.  Cum au-
tem conclufiones inde deducuntur, quae oblique rebus noftris applicatae, vel
infirnios metus gignunt vel immodicas cupiditates, tum demum nafcitur
cruciatus ille & perturbatio mentis, qua dc léquimur: tunc cnim f{cientia
non cft amplius lumen ficcum (ut voluit Heraclitus ille obfcurus, Lumen
feccum optima animas) fed fir lumen madidum, atque humoribus affeGtuum
maceratum. Tertia regula accuratiorem paulo difquifitionem poftulat, ne-
que ficco pede practercunda cft.  Siquis enim cx rerum fenfibilium & mate-
riatarum intuitu, tantum luminis affequi fperet, quantum ad patefaciendam
divinam naturam aut voluntatem fufhicier, nae ifte decipitur per inanem
philofophiam. Etenim contemplatio creaturarum, quantum ad creaturas
ipfas, producit {Cientiam; quantum ad Deum, admiratfonem tantuin; quac
cft quafi abrupta {cientia.  Idcoque fcitiflime dixit quidam Platonicus: Sez-
[fius bumanos [olem referre, qui quidem revelat terreftrem glofum, coele-
[tem vero & [tellas obfignar.  Sic fenfus referant naturalia, divina occludunt.
Atque hinc evenit, nonnullos ¢ doiorum manipulo in haerefin lapfos cfic,
quum ceratis fenfuum alis innixi, ad divina evolare contenderent. Namque
.os, quiautumant nimiam {cientiam inclinare mentem in atheifmum, ignoran-
tiamque feccundarum caufarum, pietatl erga primam obfletricari, libenter
compellarem Jobi quacttione: 4n gporteat mentiri pro ‘Deo, & efus gra-
tia dolum logui conveniat, ut ipfi gratificemur ¢ Liquet cnim, Deum ni-
hil operari ordinario in natura, nifi per fecundas caufas, cujus diverfum credi fi
vellent, impoftura mera eflet, quafi in gratiam Dei, & nihil aliud quam au-
thori veritatis immundam mendacii hoftiam immolare. Quin potius certif-
fimum cft, atque experientia comprobatum, leves guftus in philofophia mo-
vere fortafle ad atheifmum, fed pleniores hauftus ad religionem reducere.
Namque in limine philofophiac, cum fecundae caufae, tanquam {enfibus pro-
ximae, ingerant {fe menti humanae, menfque ipfa in illis haereat atque com-
moretur, oblivio primae caufae obrepere poflit.  Sin quis ulterius pergat,
caufarumque dependentiam feriem & concatenationem, atque opcra pro-
videntiac intucatur, tunc {fecundum poetarum mythologiam facile credet,
fummum naturalis catenae annulum pedi folii Jovis athgi. Ut femel dicam:
Nemo male applicatae {obrietatis moderationifque famam captans, pofle nos
nimium progredi, in libris five {cripturarum f{ive creaturarum, theologia aut
philofophia, exifimer; quinimo excitent fe homines & infinitos profectus
aundacter urgeant utrobique & perfequanturs caventes tantum, ne {cientia
utantur ad tumorem, non ad charitatem, ad oftentationem non ad ufum; &
rurfus, nediftinétasillastheologiae philofophiacque doétrinas, earumque latices
imperite mifccant ac confundant.

AcCCEpAMUS nunc ad opprobria, quibus literas afpergunt politici. Iila
¢jufmodi funt: Artes emollire animos, militarique gloriac ineptos reddere:
tum in politicis quoque corrumpere ingenias quac vel nimis curiofa cfficiunt
cx varictate leftionis ;s vel nimis pertinacia ex rigore regularums vel nimis
tumida ¢x magnitudine exemplorums vel nimis extravagantia ex diflimilitu-
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dine exemplorum: quin faltem utcunque avertere & alienare animos a ne-
gotiis & attione, otii ac feceflus amorem inftillantes: dein rebufpublicis indu-
cere difciplinae relaxationem, dum unufquifque promptior eft ad difputan-
dum quam ad obtemperandum. Unde Cato Cenforius, cum primis morta-
lium fapiens, ubi juventus Romana ad Carneadem philofophum, qui venecrat
Romam legatus, dulcedine atque majeftate eloquentiae ejus capta, undique
conflueret, frequenti fenatu author fuit, ut expeditis negotiis, primo quoque
tempore dimitterent hominem, nc civiam animos inficeret & fafcinaret, &
nec opinantibus morum confuctudinumque patriarum mutationem induceret.
Hoc etiam permovit Virgilium, (dum ftudia fua patriac exiftimationi poft-
haberet) ut artes politicas a literariis fegregarer; illas Romanis vendicans, has
Graccis relinquens, in verfibus illis decantatis:

Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento :
Hae tibi erunt artes = AEn. vi. 851.

Videmus etiam, Anytum, Socratis accufatorem, pro crimine ei objecifle, quod
vi & varietate fermonum ac difputationum fuarum, authoritatem & reve-
rentiam legum confuetudinumque patriarum, apud adolefcentes imminue-
ret; quodque artem profiterctur perniciofam & periculo plenam, qua quis
inftrutus, deteriorem caufam meliorem faceret, veritatemque ipfam eloquen-
tiae apparatu obrueret.

VERUM hae criminationes, caeteraeque ejufdem farinae, potius perfona-
tam gravitatem prae {e ferunt, quam veritatis candorem. Teftatur enim ex-
perientia, ficut unos atque eofdem homines, fic una eademque tempora, &
rerum bellicarum & optimarum artium gloria floruiffe:  Viros quod attinet
exemplo fit nobile par imperatorum, Alexander Magnus, & Julius Caefar
dictator, alter Ariftotelis in philofophia difcipulus, alter Ciceronis in dicen-
do rivalis. Aut {i quis requirat potius literatos, qui in claros imperatores
evaferunt, -quam imperatores, qui infigniter do&ti fuerunts praefto eft Epa-
rainondas Thebanus, aut Xenophon Athenienfis: quorum ille primus fuit,
qui fregit potentiam Spartanorum; hic autem primus, qui ftravit viam ad
cverfionem monarchiae Perfarum. Iftud vero armorum literarymque quafi
conjugium, clarius adhuc in temporibus, quam in perfonis elucefcit, quanto
nimirum faeculum homine obje¢tum grandius eft. Ipfa quippe eademque
tempora, apud Agyptios, Affyrios, Perfas, ‘Graecos, ‘Romanofque, quac
propter bellicam virtutem maxime celebrantur, etiam & literis plurimum fie-
runt nobilitatas adeo ut graviflimi authores philofophique, & clariflimi duces
arque imperatores, eodem facculo vixerint. Nec fane aliter fieri poteft :
‘Quandoquidem ut in homine vigor corporis animique fimul fere maturefcunt,
nifi quod ille-hunc paulo antevertat : fic in rebufpublicis militaris gloria lite-
rataque (quarum illa corpori refpondet, haec animo) aut coacva funt, aut fc
proxime confequuntur.

‘Jamvero, crudirionem politicis impedimento efle potius quam adjumen-
to, nil minus probabile. Fatemur omnes, temerarium quiddam effe empiri-
cis medicis corpus & valetudinis curam tradere; qui folent pauca quaedam
medicamenta, -quae illis videntur panchrefta, venditare, quorum fiducia ni-
‘hil non audent tentares cum tamen neque caufas morborum, neque aegroto-
rum habitus, neque {ymptomatum pericula, neque veram fanandi metho-
dum calleant. Videmus pariter, crrare cos, qui ad caufas & lites {uas expe-
‘'diendas adhibent leguleios, in pratica potius, quam in libris juris verfatos,
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quibus os facile oblinitur, fi quid novum aut extra experientiae-fuae calles
tritos occurrat : confimiliter non poteft non efle periculofiflimum, quoties
fumma rerum empiricis confiliariis praccipue mandatur. E contra, vix ex-
emplum adduci poflit reipublicac infeliciter adminiftratae, ad clavum fedenti-
bus viris eruditis. Quamvis enim in morefit politicis, literatos pedaneorum no-
mine elevare; hiftoria tamen veritatis magiftra in plurimis fidem facit, pu-
pillares principes adultis longe practtitifie, (non obftante aetatis incommodo,)
ca ipfa de caufa, quam politici fugillant, quod fcilicet tunc temporis a pae-
dagogis adminiftratum fit imperium. Quis ignorat, per decantatum illud
quinquennium Neronis, onus rerum incubuifle Senecac paedagogo? Quin &
Gordianus junior decennium laudis Mifithco pacdagogo debuit. Neque
infelicius imperium geflit Alexander Severus, dum minor fuit: Quo tem-
pore omnia procurabant mulieres, fed ex confilio pracceptorum.  Imo con-
vertamus oculos ad regimen pontificium, ac nominatim Pii Quinti vel Sixti
Quinti, noftro facculo, qui fub initiis fuis habiti funt pro fraterculis rerum
imperitis: reperiemufque, acta paparum ejus generis, magis cfle {olere me-
morabilia, quam corum, qui in negotiis civilibus & principum anlis enutri-
ti ad papatum afcenderint. Quamvis enim, qui in literis vitam maxime
traduxerunt, minus folertes fint atque verfatiles in occafionibus prenfandis,
atque accommodandis rebus; quo fpeftant ea, quac ab Iralis Ragioni di
Stato dicuntur, quorum nomen ip{um averfatus eft Pius Quintus, folitus di-
cere; Effe mera malorum hominum commenta, quae opponerentur religions,
¢o virtutibus moralibus: In eo tamen abunde fit compenfatio, quod per
tutum planumque iter religionis, jufticiae, honeftatis, virtutumque moraliam
prompte atque expedite incedant: quam viam qui conftanter tenuerint, illis
alteris remediis non magis indigebunt, quam corpus fanum medicina. Por-
ro autem curriculum vitae in uno homine fuppeditare non poteft exemplo-
rum copiam, ad regendos eventus vitac, etiam in uno homine. Sicut enim
interdum fit, ut nepos vel pronepos, avum vel proavum magis referat,
quam patrem: eodem modo haud raro evenit, ut negotia praefentia magis
quadrent cum exemplis vetuftioribus quam cum recentioribus. Poftremo
unius ingenium tantum cedit amplitudjni literarum, quantum privati reditus
acrario. |

Quob fi detur, depravationes illas & impedimenta, quae a politicis im-
putantur literis, aliquid virium habere & veritatis; attamen fimul monen-
dum, eruditionem in fingulis plus remedii quam mali afferre. Efto enim,
literac tacita quadam vi animum reddunt incertum atque perplexum; at
certe liquido praccipiunt quomodo cogitationes {int expediendae, & quouf:

‘que fit deliberandum, quando demum flatuendum ; imo oftendunt, quo-

modo res interim abfque periculo trahi poflint & fufpendi. Efto etiam,
animos efficiunt magis perrinaces, & difliciles; at fimul docent, quae res
demonftrationibus, quae conjeturis innituntur; neque minus diftin@Gionum
& exceptionum ufum quam canonum & principiorum conflantiam pro-
ponunt. Efto rurfus, feducunt & dectorquent animos exemplorum vel
imparitate vel diflimilitudine. Nefcio; fed fatis novi, eas, tam circum-
ftantiarum eflicacias, quam comparationum errores, & applicationum cauti-
ones, cxplicarc; adeo ut in univerfum magis corrigant animos quam cot-
rumpant. Haec autem remedia infinuant undequaque literae, magna vi &
varietate cxemplorum. Perpendat quis errores Clementis feptimi, a Guicci-
ardino, qui i fuit quafi domefticus, tam luculenter depi@os; aut vacillati-
ones Ciceronis, in epiftolis ad Atticum, manu propria ad vivum refeass om-
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nino inconftantiam & crebras confiliorum mutationes vitabit : Infpiciat erro-
res Phocionis; pervicaciam exhorrebit: fabulam Ixionis legat; & nimias {pes
& hujufmodi fumos ac nebulas difpellet : Intuearur Catonem fecundum; ne-
que unquam migrabit ad antipodas, & contraria praefenti faeculo veftigia
figet. '

JaMm qui putant literas defidiae amicas efle, otiique & feceffus dulcedine
perfundere animum ;5 mirum praeftabunt, {i quae aflucfaciunt mentem perpe-
tuac agitationi, focordiae patronas oftendant : cum contra vere afhirmari pof*
fir, inter omnia hominum genera, nullum negotia amare propter ipfa ne-
gotia, practer literatum.  Alii enim res & negotia diligunt quaeftus gra-
tia, ut condudtitii opus propter mercedem : Alii honoris ergo; etenim dum
res gerunt, vivunt in oculis hominum, exiftimationique fuae inferviunt, a-
lioqut evaniturac: Al propter potentiam, & fortunae pracrogativam, ut
amicos remuncrare, inimicos ulcitci poflint: Alii ut faculratem aliquam fu-
am, quam adamant, cxerceant, ac fibi ipfis hoc nomine facpius gratulentur
& arrideant : Alii denique ut alios fuos fines confequantur. Adco ut,
quod de gloriofis dici foler, eorum fortitudinem fitam effe in fpectantium
oculis; fic huyjufmodi hominum diligentia & firenuitas hoc videtur agere,
aut ut alii plaudant, aut ut ipfi intra {c geftiant. Soli literati negotiis &
occupationibus deleCtantur, tanquam actionibus naturae confentaneis, & non
minus falubribus animo, quam excrcitatio eft corpori, ipfam rem non cmo-
lumentum intuentes : itd ut omnium minime fint defatigabiles, {i modo res
fit hujufmodi, ut animum pro dignitate ejus implear & detineat. Quod fi
reperiantur interdum nponnulli, in legendo ftrenui, in agendo ceflatores ;
non hoca literis ortum habet, fed ab imbecillitate & mollitie quadam cor-
poris, animives quales notat Seneca: Quidam, inquit, tam funt umbra-
tiles, ut putent in turbide effe, quicquid in luce eff. Ufavenire potcrit
fortafle, ut hujufmodi ingenii fibi con(cii, fe dent literis ; eruditio autem
ipa hujufmodi ingenia minime indit aut progignit. Quod fi quis illud
nihilominus mordicus teneat, literas nimum abfumere temporis, quod alias
re@ius impendi poflit; aio, neminem adeo diftringi negotiis, quin habeat
fua otii intervalla, donec agendi vices atque acftus refluant, nifi aut admo-
dum hebes fit in expediendis negotiis, aut parum cum dignitate ambitiofus
in negotiis cujufcunque generis captandis. Reftat igitur quaerendum, qua
in re & quomodo, has fubfecivas horas collocare oporteat; f{tudiis an vo-
Iuptatibus, genio an ingenio indulgendum? Sicut refte refpondit Demoft-
henes AE(chini, homini voluptatibus dedito : Qui cum per contumeliam ob-
jecifict, Orationes ejus lucernam olere: Pol, wmquit, multum intereft in-
ter ea, quace ego ac tu ad lucernam facimus. Quare neutiquam metuen-
cum, nec literac climinent negotia; quin potius vindicant animum ab otio &
voluptate, quac alias fenfim ad utriufque damnum & ncgotiorum & literarum
tubintrare folent.

DEIN, quod oggerunt, literas reverentiam legum atque imperii convel-
lere, calumnia mera eft, nec probabiliter ad criminandum induéta. Nam
gui caecam obcdientiam fortius obligare contenderit, quam officium ocula-
tum; una opera afferat, caccum manu dutum certius incedere, quam qui
luce & oculis utitur. Imo citra omnem controverfiam, artes emolliunt mo-
res, teneros reddunt, fequaces, cereos, & ad mandata imperii ductiles: ig-
norantia contra, contumaces, refraftarios, feditiofos: Quod ex hiftoria cla-
riflime pater, quandoquidem tempora maxime indota, inculta, barbara,
tumultibus, feditionibus, mutationibufque maxime obnoxia fuerint.

Vor. L E De
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D Catonis Cenforis judicio, hoc diGum cfto, meritiflimas eum blafphe-
miac in literas luiffe poenas, cum feptuagenario major, quafi repucrafcens,
Graccam linguam cupidiflime addifceret. Ex quo liquet, priorem illam
cenfuram Graecae literaturae, ex affectata potius gravitate, quam quod ita
penitus feniret, fluxifie. Ad Virgilil vero carmina quod attinet, utcunque
illi libitum fuerit univerfo mundo infultare, Romanis afferendo artes impe-
randi, caeteras tanquam populares aliis rclinquendo; in hoc tamen mani-
fefto tenetur, Romanos nunquam imperii faftigium confcendifie, donec ad
artium culmen fimul perveniffent. Namque duobus primis Cacfaribus, vi-
ris imperandi peritiflimis, contemporanci erant. optimu§ poeta ille ipfe Vir-
gilius Maro, optimus hiftoricus Titus Livius, optimus anthua.rius:Marcus Var-
ro, optimus aut optimo proximus orator Marcus Ciceros principes certe, ex
omni memoria in fua quique facultate. Poftremo, quantum ad Socratis ac-
cufationem, id dico tantum 3 recordemur temporum, quibus intentata eft ;
nimirum fub triginta tyrannis, mortalium omnium crudeliflimis, fceleratif:
fimis, imperioque indigniffimis: Qui, rerum & temporum orbis poftquam
circumactus effet, Socrates ille (flagitiofus {cilicet) heroibus annumeratus
eft, & memoria cjus omnibus tam divinis quam humanis honoribus cumu-
lata : quin difputationes ejus tanquam corruptrices morum prius habitae,
pro pracfentiflimis mentis morumque antidotis ab omni pofteritate celebra-
bantur. Atque hacc futhciant ad refpondendum politicis, qui fuperciliofa
{everitate, aut fucata gravitate, aufi funt literas inceflere contumeliis; quae
tamen confutatio impracfentiarum, nifi quod nefciamus an ad pofteros per-
manaturi fint labores noftri, minus neceflaria videatur ; cum afpeétus & fa-
vor duorum literatiffimorum principum, Elizabethae reginae & majeflatis
tuae, tanquam Caftoris & Pollucis, lucidorum fiderum, tantum apud nos
in Britannia litcris amorem reverentiamque conciliaverint.

NuUNc ad tertium vituperationum genus pervenimus, quod a literatis ip-
fis in literas redundat, altiufque cacteris folet haerere: Eac vcl a fortuna,
vel a moribus, vel a ftudiis ipforum originem ducunt: Quarum prima ex-
tra poteftatem ipforum eft, fecunda extra rem, ut tertia fola proprie in dif-
quifitionem venire videatur. Quia tamen, non tam de vero rerum pondere,
quam de vulgi aeftimatione fermo inflituendus eft, haud abs re fuerit, ctiam
de alteris duabus pauca quacdam innucre.

QuAPROPTER dignitatis imminutiones & quafi dehonéftamenta, quae a
literatorum fortuna literis imponuntur, {umuntur aut a paupertate & inopia
ipforum, aut a vitac genere obfcuro & umbratili, aut ab occupationum, in
quibus verfantur, fubjetto non admodum nobili.

QUANTUM ad paupertatem pertinet, quodque frequenter ufuveniat, ut
literati inopes fint & tenui plerunquc origine, neque tam propere ditefcant
ac alii, qui quacftui folum inhiant : confultum foret, hunc locum de laude
paupertatis, fratribus mendicantibus (pace corum dixerim) exornandum tra-
dere s quibus Machiavellus non parum tribuebat, cum diceret : Famdudum
actum effet de regno (acerdotum, nifi reverentia exga fratres ac monachos,
epiftoporum luxum & exceffum compenfaffer : Pariter dicat quis, felicita-
tem & magnificentiam principum & nobilium, jam olim recidere potuiffe in
barbariem & fordes, nifi deberent literatis iftis pauperibus civilis vitae cultu-
ram & decus.  Sed miflis his laudum aucupiis, notatu dignum eft, quam fa-
cra atque veneranda res, per aliquot apud Romanos faecula, paupertas ipfa
habita fuerit ; quac tamen refpublica nihil trahebat ex paradoxis.  Sic enim
pracfatur T. Livius : Aut me amor negotii fuftepti fallit, ant nwlla un-
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yiazi ref[publica nec major, nec funétior, nec bonis exemplis ditior fuit, nee
i qiiam tam ferae avaritia luxuriaque immigraverint, nec #bi tantus
o tamdinpanpertati ac parfiiioniae bonos fuerit. Quin ctiam poftquam Ro-
ma jam degeneraflet, legimus, cum Caefar diétator collapfam rempublicam
inftauraturum fc profiteretur, quendam ex amicis ejus prompfifle fententiam,
nihil tam expeditum cfle ad id quod ageret, quam fi divitiarum honos quo-
quo modo tolleretur.  Ferum, inquit, haec & omnia mala, pariter cum
fLonore pecuniae definent, [i neque magifiratus neque alia vulgo cupien-
da, vaenalia ernnt. Denique quemadmodum vere ditum cft, Ruborem
effe coloremm virtutis, licet quandoque oriatur ex culpas ita reCte ftatuas,
paupertatem cffe virtutis fortunam, quamvis interdum a luxu & incuria ac-
cerfatur.  Solomonis certe haec oft fententia, Qui feftinat ad divitias, non
erit infons: & pracceprum, Veritatem eme, & noli vendere fimiliter fii-
caiiam & prudentiam ;s quafi acquum judicet, opes impendendas, ut doc-
rrina parctur 3 non doctrinam co vertendam ut opes congerantur.

Quip attinet dicere de vita illa privata & obfcura, quam literatis obji-
ciunt ! Adeo tritum thema cft, atque ab omnibus jadtatum, otium & fecef-
fum (modo abfint defidia & luxus) pracponere vitae forenfi & occupatae,
vropter fecuritaten, libertatem, dulcedinem, dignitatem, aut faltem ab in-
dignitatibus iumunitatenm, ut nemo tractet hunc locum, quin bene trafet :
ita humanis conceptibus in experiendo & confenfibus in approbando confo-
nat. Hoc tantum adjiciam, eruditos, latentes in rebufpublicis, & {ub oculis
Lhominum minime degentes, fimiles effe imaginibus Caflii & Bruti, de quibus,
in clatione Juniae non geftatis, cum aliae plurimae ducerentur, Tacitus; Eo
#pfo, inquit, pracfulgebant, quod non vifebantur.
 DEe occupationum, quac literatis committuntur, vilitate, illud occurrit,
quod demandetur iif{dem puerorum ac juniorum inftitutio, cujus actatis con-
temptus in magiftros ipfos redundat.  Caeterum, quam injufta fit haec ob-
treQatio, {i non ex vulgi opinione fcd ex fano judicio res perpendatur, inde
licet acftimare, quod diligentiores fint omnes, in imbuenda tefta recenti
quam veteris magifque foliciti fint, qualem admoveant terram tenerac plan-
tac quam adultac: unde liquet, praccipyam curam, circa rerum & cor-
porum initia verfari. Rabbinis, fi placet, porrige aurem s Fuvenes wveftri
vifiones videbunt, & [enes f[ommiabunt [ommia. Ex hoc textu colligunt,
juventutem cfle actatem digniorem 5 quanto nimirum revelatio accedat cla-
rior per vifiones quam per fomnia. Illud vero notatu omnino dignum,
quod licet pacdagogi, velut {fimiae tyrannidis, fcenae fint ludibria, & tem-
porum incuria in delettu ipforum veluti obdormierit, vetus tamen querela
fir, indc ufque ab optimis & prudentiflimis facculis deducta, refpublicas circa
leges quidem nimium fatagere, circa educationem indiligentes effe.  Quae
nobiliflima pars prifcac difciplinae, revocata eft aliquatenus quafi poftli-
minio in Jcluitarum collegiis 5 quorum cum intueor induftriam folertiam-
que, tam in do&rina excolenda, quam in moribus informandis, illud oc-
currit Agefilai de Pharnabazo, Talss cum fis, utinam nofter effes. Atque
hadtenus de opprobriis e literatorum fortuna & conditione defumptis.

voD ad litcratorum mores, res eft ifta potius ad perfonas, quam ad
ftudia {pe@tans. Reperiuntur proculdubio inter c¢os, quemadmodum in
omnibus vitac ordinibus & gencribus, tam mali quam boni; neque prop-
terca non verum cft, (quod aflcritur) abire fludia in mores ;5 atque lite-
ras, nift incidant in ingenia admodum depravata, corrigere pror{us naturam
& mutare in melius,
Vou. L. E 2 VERUN-
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VERUNTAMEN diligenter mihi atque ingenue rem aeftimanti, nullum
occurrit dedecus, litcris, cx literatorum moribus quatenus funt litcrati,
adhacrens: nifi forte hoc vitio vertatur, (cujus Demofthenes, Cicero, Cato
fecundus, Seneca, plurefque alii infimulantur) quod cum plerunque tem-
pora de quibus legunt, illis in quibus vivant, & quae praccipiuntur illis
quae aguntur, meliora {fint; ultra quam par eft contendant, morum cor-
ruptelas ad pracceptorum & dogmatum honeftatem retrahere & prifcae fe-
veritatis mores temporibus diffolutis imponcre: De quo tamen abunde e
propriis fontibus admeneri poffunt. Solon enim interrogatus, an opgi’mas
civibus fuis dedifiet leges? Optimas, inquit, ex illis, quas ipfi voluiffent
accipere. Ita Plato, videns corruptiores fuorum civium mores, quam ut
ipfc ferre poflet, ab omni publico muncre abftinuit, dicens: Sic cam pa-
tria agendum effe ur cum parentibus s hoc eoft, fuafit, non violentia s
obteftando non conteftando. Atque hoc ipfum cavet ille, qui a coufiliis
Caefari: Non, inquit, ad vetera inftituta revocamus, quae jampridem cor-
ruptis moribus ludibrio fimt. Ciccro ctiam hujus erroris arguit Catonem fe-
cundum, Attico fuo fcribens ; Cato optime [entit, [éd nocet interdum rei-
publicae ; loquitur enim, tanquam in republica ‘Platonis, non tanquanm
in faece Romuli. Idem Ciccro molli interpretatione excufat philofophorum
ditta & decreta duriori: If#4, inquit, ipff pracceptores & magiftri, viden-
tur fines officiornm paulo longius, quam natura <vellet, protuliffe, ur
cum ad ultimum animo contend:(|emus, ibi tamen, ubi oportet, confifieremus.
Ipfemet tamen potuit dicere, Monitis fim minor ipfé meis : quippe qui in
cundem lapidem ipfe, licet non tam graviter, impegerit.

A L1uDpquod eruditis non immerito fortafle objicitur vitium, hujufmodi eft;
quod honoriaut emolumento patriarum fuarum aut dominiorum, propriasfor-
tunas aut pracfidia poftpofuerint.  Sic enim Demofthenes Athenienfibus fuis,
Mea, inquit, confilia, [freéte attendatis, non [unt efus generis, per quae ego
inter vos magnus, vos inter Graecos defpectui fitis ; [ed talia, ut mibi
Jaepenumero ea haud tutum fit dare, vobis autem [emper utile amplecii.
Haud aliter Seneca, poftquam quinquennium illad Neronis acternae crudi-
torum magiftrornm confecraflet gloriae, dominum fuoum, omnibus jam flagi-
tiis inquinatiflimum, libere atque fidenter monere non deftitit, magno fuo pe-
riculo, ac poftremo praccipitio. Neque aliter poteft {c habere res: fiqui-
dem humanam mentem do&rina imbuit vero fenfu fragilitatis fuae, inftabi-
litatis fortunae, dignitatis animae & muneris {ui; quarum rerum memorcs,
nullo modo {ibi perfuadere poflunt, fortunae propriac amplitudinem, tan-
quam praecipuum {ibi bonorum finem ftatui pofle. Quare fic vivunt, tan-
quam rationem reddituri Deo & dominis poft Deum, f{ive regibus five re-
bufpublicis hac formula; Eece t70: lucrifecz, non autem illa, Ecce mib: lucri-
feci. At politicorum turba, quorum mentes in do&rina officiorum & in
contcmplatione boni univerfalis non funt inftitutac & confirmatae, omnia ad
{e referunt; gerentes fe pro centro mundi, ac fi omnes lineae in fe fuifque
fortunis debeant concurrere; de reipublicae navi, licet tempeftatibus ja-
¢ata, neutiquam foliciti, modo ipfis in fcapha rerum fuarum receptus de-
tur & effugium. At contra, qui officiorum pondera, & philautiac limites
didiccrunt, munia fua ftationefque, licet cum periculo, tuentur. Quod
fi forte incolumes permanecant in feditionibus & rerum mutationibus, non
id artibus aut verfatili ingenio, fed reverentiae quam probitas etiam ab
hoftibus extorquet, tribuendum. Caeterum, quod attinet ad fidei conftan-
tiam & officiorum re¢ligionem, quas certe animis hominum inferit eruditio,

utcunque
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utcunque eae quandoque a fortuna mul&entur, aut ex malefanis politicorum
principiis condemnentur, tamen palam fcilicer apud omnes laudem referent,
ut in hac re, longa defenfione non fit opus.

AvL1up virium literatis familiare, quod facilius excufari poteft quani
negarti: illud nimirum, quod non facile fe applicent & accommodent, crga
perfonas, quibufcum negotiantur aut vivant. Qui defectus ¢ duabus ori-
tur caufis. Prima cft animi ipfius magnitudo, propter quam acgre {c demit-
tere poflunt ad obfervantiam unius alicujus huminis. Amantis verba f{unt
non fapientis: Satis magnum alteri theatrum [umus. Neque tamen infi-
cias ibo, illum, qui aciem animi, inftar oculi, non poflit aeque contrahcre
ac dilatare, infigni facultatc ad res gerendas eflc orbatum. Sccunda vero
caufa cft probitas morum & fimplicitas; quae tamen deleCtum judicii non
defectum in illis arguit.  Veri enim & legitimi obfervantiac crga aliquam
perfonam limites non ultra porrigunt {¢, quam ita nofle illius morces, ut
abfque offenfione cum co verfari, eumque confilio, fi opus {it, juvare, no-
bifque interim ipfis in omnibus cavere poflimus: verum alienos affectus ri-
mari, eo fine, ut illum infleGas, verfes, & ad libitum circumdgas, hominis
eft parum candidi, fed potius aftuti & bifidis id quod in amicitia vitiofum
tuerit, erga principes ctiam inofhciofum. Mos cnim orientis, quo ncfas ha-
betur oculos in reges defigere, ritu quidem barbarus cft, {ed fignificatione
bonus: neque enim fubditos decet, corda regum fuorum, quac facrac ferip-
turac infcrutabilia docent, curiofius rimari.

SUrPEREST etiamnum aliud vitium, (quocum hanc partem concludam)
literatis faepius imputatum, videlicet quod in rebus exiguis & externis, (vul-
tu, geftu, inccflu, fermonibus quotidianis & hujufmodi) deficiant in obfer-
vando decoros unde homines imperiti, ex iftis minutis leviculifque erro-
ribus, quanti {fint in rebus majoribus tra&andis conjeGturam capiunt. Ve-
rum fallit cos plerunque hujufmodi judicium; imo fciant, refponfum fibi
etle a Themiftocle : Qui cum rogatus effet, ut fidibus caneret, arroganter
fatis ipfe de fe, fed ad praefens inflitutum perquam appofite refpondit: Se
guidem fidium rudem effe, [ed quo pacto oppidum parvum in civitatem
magnam evadere poffet, fatis noffe. Et funt proculdubio multi politica-
rum artium apprime gnari, quibus tamen in communi vita & quotidianis
reculis nihil imperitivs. Quin etiam hujufmodi fugillatores amandandi
funt ad Platonis elogium de praeceptore fiio Socrate, quem haud abfimilem
dixit pharmacopolarum pyxidibus, quac exterius inducebantur {imiis, ululis
fatyrifque, intus vero pretiofos liquores & nobilia medicamenta recondita
habebant: Fatendo fcilicet, quod ad vulgi captum & famam popularem,
prac {c ferret nonnulla levia, atque etiam deformia, cum tamen animi interio-
ra fummis tam facultatibus, quam virtutibus eflent repleta. Atque de mo-
ribus literatorum haec hactenus.

INTER IM monere placet, nos nihil minus agere, quam ut patrocinemur
quibufdam profeflorum inftitutis abjectis & fordidis, quibus & fe ipfos &
literas dchoneftarunt: quales erant apud Romanos, faeculis pofterioribus,
philofophi quidam in familiis divitum, menfarumque eorum affeclae, quos
haud abfurde dicas barbatos parafitos. Cujus generis quendam lapide de-
fcribit Lucianus, quem matrona nobilis, catulum {uum Melitaeum in rheda
geftare voluit: quod cum ille officiofe, fed indecenter facerer, Pufio fub-
fannans: Fereor, inquit, ne philofophus nofter e Stoico fiat Cynicus. Ante
omnia vero, nihil tam offecit litcrarum dignitati, quam craffa & turpis adu-
latio, ad quam multi, neque hi indodti, & calamos & ingenia {ubmifere,
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Hecubam in Helenam, Fauftinam in Lucretiam, (ut ait Du-bartas) tran{
formantes. Neque vero nimis Jaudo morem illum receptum, libros patro-
nis nuncupandi, cum libri, praefertim qui hoc nomine dignandi, in verira-
tis tantum & rationis clientelam fe dare debeant.  Mclius veteres, qui non
aliis quam amicis atque acqualibus, fcripta fua dicare folebant, aut ctiam
nomina ejufimodi amicorum tratatibus {uis imponere: quod fi forte regibus,
aut magnatibus opus nuncuparent, tum demum hoc factum cft, cum argu-
mentum libri perfonae tali conveniret. Haec autem & fimilia, reprehenfio-
nem potius merentur quam defenfionem.

NEQUE hoc dico, quafi literatos culpem, fi ad beatos & potentes viros
quandoque fe applicent. Reéte enim Diogenes xuidam cum igriﬁone rogan-
ti: Qui feret, quod philofophi divites [etarentur, non divites philofo-
phos 2 refpondit, non fine morfu, Hoc 1deo fiers, quod philofopl:, quibus
rebus indigeant, probe intelligant, divites non item. Huic affine cft illud
Ariftippi, cui nefcio quid petenti cam non attenderet Dionyfius, ille adoran-
tis more abjccit fc ad pedes cjuss qui tum demum aufcultans petitioni as-
nuit : Sed paulo poft, quidam dignitatis philofophiae affertor increpuit Ari-
ftippum, quod demittendo fe ad pedes tyranni pro tantilla re philofophiam
ipfam contumeclia affeciffet: cui ille, Suam id culpam non fuiffe, refpondit,
[fed Dionyfis, qui anres geftaret in pedibus. Quin prudens ille, non pufil-
lanimis habitus eft, qui in difputatione quadam cum Hadriano Caefare vinc
fe paflus efts excufans fa&um, Quod aequum effet ei cedere, qui iriginta
imperaret legionibus. Atque proptercanon funt damnandi viri docti, ubi,
cum res poftulat, aliquid de gravitate fua remittant, five imperante nceei-
fitate, five impetrante occafione; quod quamvis humile videatur atque fci-
vile primo intuitu, tamen verius rem aeftimanti, cenfcbuntur non pcrfonac
fed tempori ipfi fervire.

PERGAMUS nunc ad errores, atque inania, quae in ftudiis ipfis virorum
do&torum interveniunt, iifque fc immifcent; id quod praccipue & propric
fpectat ad praefens argumentum. Qua in rc non eft inftituti noftri crrori-
bus ipfis patrocinari, fed per corum cenfuram & fecretionem excuterc quod
fanum & folidum eft atque a calumnia vindicare. Videmus cnim, in more,
praefertim apud invidos, effe, propter ea quae depravata funt, ctiam ea quac
impolluta & in ftatu fuo manferunt, fugillare; quemadmodum ethnici in
primitiva ecclefia Chriftianos haereticorum vitiis afpergere folebant.  Neque
tamen confilium eft mihi, examen aliquod accuratius inftituere de erroribus &
impedimentis literarum, quac interiora & a captu vulgi remotiora; fed de
illis tantum verba facere, quae cadunt {ub communi & populari obfcrvatione
& nota, aut faltem ab ca non longe recedunt.

QUARE tria praecipue deprchendo vana & inania in literis, quac anfas
praccipue praecbucrunt ad obtreCtandum. Eas enim res pro vanis ducimus,
quae aut falfac funt aut frivolae; in quibus fcilicer, aut veritas deficit aut
ufus: Illos etiam homines vanos & leves exiftimamus, qui aut ad falfa cre-
duli, aut in rebus exigui ufus curiofi. Curiofitas autem, aut in rebus ipfis
verfatur, aut in verbis; quando nimirum, aut in rebus inanibus opera infa-
mitur, aut circa verborum delicias nimium infudatur. Quocirca, non certac
magis experientiae quam rectae etiam rationi confonum videtur, ut tres po-
nantur dotrinarum interaperies. Prima eft doétrina phantaftica, fecunda
dotrina litigiofa, tertia do&rina fucata & mollis: vel fics vanae imagina-
tiones, vanac altercationes, vanae affeGationes. Ac quidem ordiar ab. ul-
tima,

INTEM-
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INTEMFPERISifta, in luxuric quadam orationis fita (licet olim per vices
11 pretio habita fuerit) circa Lutheri tempora miris modis invaluit.  In cau-
{2 praccipae fult, qaod fervor & cfficacia concionum tunc temporis, ad po-
pulum demulcendum & alliciendum maxime vigebat : Illa autem populare
genus orationis pofcebant.  Accedebar odium & contemptus, illis ipfis tem-
poribus, ortus erga fcholafticos, qui ftylo & fcribendi genere utebantur val-
de diverfo, vcrba licenter admodum cudentes nova & horrida, de orationis
ornatu & clegantia parum foliciti, dummodo circuitionem evitarent & fen-
fus ac conceptus fuos acute exprimerent: atque hinc fadtum eft, ut paulo
pofteca, major apud plurimos coeperit haberi verborum cura quam rerums
plerifque magis comptam phrafim, teretem pcrlodum claufularum rythmos,
troporum ftcllulas; quam pondus rerum, rationum nervos, inventionis acu-
men, aut judicii limam affe@antibus. Tum demum ﬂ01u1t Oforii Lufitani
eprcop1 luxurians & diluta oratio.  Tunc Sturmius in Cicerone oratore &
Hermogene rhetore infinitam & anxiam operam confumpfit. Tunc Carrus
& Afchamus apud nos, pracletionibus & fcriptis fuis Ciceronem & Demoft-
henem ufque ad coelum evchentes, juvenes ad politum hoc & florens do-
&rinac genus invitarunt.  Tunc Erafmus arripuit anfam introducendi ridi-
cuiam illam echo, Decemn annos confumpfi in legendo Cicerone: cui ccho
refpondit, one, afine. Scholafticorum vero doétrina defpetui prorfus ha-
beri cocpit, tanquam afpera & barbara: Denique ut femel dicam, praecipus
illorum temporam inclinatio & ftudium, potiusad copiam quam ad pondus
deflexit.

Hicitaque cernere eft primam literarum intempcriem quum, ut diximus,
verbis ftudctur non rebus: cujus etfi ¢ citimis tantum temporibus p10tule—
rim cxempla, tamen fecundum majus & minus, & olim placuerunt ejus ge-
neris ineptiac, & deinceps placebunt. Jam vero fieri non poteft, quin hoc
ipfum multum faciat ad doctrinae exiftimationem minuendam & elevandam,
ctiam apud vulgus imperitum, cum videant do&torum fcripta, tanquam pri-
mam litcram dlplomaus quac quainvis variis calami dutibus & flofculis va-
ricgata {it, litera tamen eft unica. Ac mihi fane videtur perappofita hujuf-
cc vanitatis adumbratio, & quaﬁ emblema, Pygmaleonis illa infanias quid
cnim alind funt verba, quam imagines rerum, ut nifi rationum vigore animata
fint, adamare illa idem fit, ac ftatuam deperire?

NEQUE tamen temere damnandum eft, fi quis philofophiae obfcura &
afpera, verborum fplendore illuftret & expoliat: Hujus enim rei magna ad-
funt exempla in Xcnophonte, Cicerone, Seneca, Plutarcho, ipfoquc ctiam
Platone : ncc minor cft utilitas. Qmmws enim d111<Tentcm veri cognitionein
arque acre ftudium philofophiae res haec nonnihil 1mped1at quoniam prac-
propere mentem confopit, atque ulterioris difquifitionis fitim & ardorem re-
ttinguit ; {i quis tamen doctrinam ad ufus civiles adhibeat (fermocinandi vide-
licer, confulendi, fuadendi, argumentandi & fimilium ;) omnia, quae cupiat,
pracparata & adornata in hu)ufmodl authoribus reperiet. Veruntamen hu-
jufce rei cxceflus adeo jufte contemnitur, ut quemadmodum Hercules, cum
viderct in tcmplo ftatuam Adonidis (Vcnerls deliciarum) 1nd1gnabundus dixit,
Nl facri es; ita omnes Herculei literarum pugiles, id eft, laboriofi atque
conftantes indagatores veritatis, hujufmodi delicias &launcms tanquam nil
divini {pirantes, facﬂc fprcvcrmt.

Pauro fanius cft aliud ftyli genus, neque tamen ipfum omnino vanitatis
cxpers, quod copiac illi & luxuriac orationis, tempore fere fuccedit. Illud
totum in <o cft, ut verba fint aculeata, fententiae concifae, oratio denique po-
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tius verfa, quam fufa; quo fit, ut omnia per hujufmodi artificium, magis in-
ceniofa videantur quam revera fint. Tale invenitur in Sencca effufius, in
Tacito & Plinio fecundo moderatius; atque noftri temporis auribus coepit efle
non ita pridem accommodatum., Verum hoc ipfum mediocribus ingeniis
gratum efle folet, adco ut dignitatem quandam literis conciliet, attamen a ju-
diciis magis limatis merito faftiditur ; & poni poflit pro intemperie quadam do-
Grinae, cum fit verborum etiam & eorum concinnitatis aucupium quoddam.
Atque hzc de prima literarum intemperie dicta funto.

SEQUITUR ca intemperies in rebus ipfis, quam pofuimus mediam, & /r¢z-
giofe fubtilitatis nomine defignavimus: Eftque illa, de qua modo dixi-
mus, aliquanto deterior. Ut enim rerum dignitas verborum cultui praccellit,
fic, e contrario odiofior eft vanitas in rebus quam in verbis. Qua in re, in-
crepatio illa Paulina, non magis ad fuam actatem referri, quam ad fequentia
tempora deduci poteft; neque theologiam tantum, fed etiam omnes fcien-
tias refpicere videtur.  Devita prophanas vocum novitates & oppofitiones
falfi nominis [tientiae. His enim verbis duo figna indiciaque fcientiae fu-
fpeétac atque ementitac proponit. Primum eft, vocum novitas & infolentia;
alterum, rigor dogmatum, qui neceflario oppofitionem, & dein altercationes,
quaeftionefque inducit. Certe quemadmodum complura corpora naturalia,
dum valent integra, corrumpuntur facpius & abeunt in vermes, eodem modo
fana & folida rerum cognitio faepenumero putrefcit & folvitur in fubtiles,
vanas, infalubres & (fi ita loqui licet) vermiculatas quaeftioness; quae motu
quodam & vivacitate nonnulla praeditac videntur, fcd putidae funt & nullius
ufus. Hoc genus doéirinae minus fanae & fe ipfam corrumpentis invaluit,
praecipue apud multos ex fcholafticis, qui fummo otio abundantes, atque
ingenio acres, leGtione autem impares (quippe quorum mentes conclufae ef-
fent in paucorum authorum, praecipue Ariftotelis dictatoris fui fcriptis, non
minus quam corpora ipforum in coenobiorum cellis) hiftoriam vero & natu-
rac & temporis maxima ex parte ignorantes; €x non magno materiae ftami-
ne, fed maxima f{piritus, quafi radii, agitatione, operofiffimas illas telas, quae
in libris eorum extant, confecerunt. Etenim, mens humana fi agat in ma-
teriam, naturam rerum & opera Dei contemplando, pro modo materiac ope-
ratur, atque ab eadem determinatur ; fin ipfa in fc vertatur (tanquam ara-
neca texens telam) tum demum interminata eft, & parit certe telas quafdam
doltrinae, tenuitate fili operifque admirabiles, fed quoad ufum frivolas &
inanes.

Hagc inutilis fubtilitas five curiofitas duplex eft: & {pe@atur aut in ma-
teria ipfas qualis eft inanis {peculatio, five controverfias cujus generis repe-
riuntur, & in theologia & in philofophia haud paucac: aut in modo & methodo
trattandi; haec apud {cholafticos fere talis erat. Super unaquaque re pro-
pofita formabant objetiones; deinde objetionum illarum folutiones; quae
folutiones ut plurimum diftin¢tiones tantum erant : cum tamen {cientiarum
omnium robur, inftar fafcis illius fenis, non in fingulis bacillis, fed in om-
nibus vinculo conjunétis confiftat. Etenim {ymmetria (cientiae, fingulis
fcilicet partibus fe invicem fuftinentibus, eft, & cffe debet, vera atque ex-
pedita ratio refcllendi objectiones minorum gentium: Contra, fifingula axi-
omata, tanquam baculos fafcis feorfim extrahas, facile erit ea infirmare, &
pro libito, aut flecterc aut frangere: ut quod de Seneca diGtum erat, Per-
vorum minutiis rerum frangit pondera; vere de fcholafticis ufurpari pof:
fit, quaeftionum minutiis fcientiarum frangunt robuyr. Numnon in au-
la fpatiofa confultius foret, unum accendere cercum, aut lychnuchum fuf-
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pendere, variis luminibusinftru¢tum, quo omnia fimul perluftrentur, quam
in fingulos angulos quaquaverfus exiguam circumferre lucernam? Atqui non
abfimilis eft corum ratio, qui non tam veritatem perfpicuis argumentis, au-
thoritatibus, comparationibus, exemplis illuftrare nituntur ; quam in hoc folum
incumbunt, ut minutos quofque fcrupulos eximant, & captiunculas expediant,
& dubitationes folvant; hoc pafto quaeftionem ex quaeftione gignentes ;
quemadmodum fit in fuperiori fimilitudine, ut lucerna in unum aliquem locum
delata, alios circumquaque deftituat & obfcuret. Adeo ut Scyllae fabula ad
vivum exprimat hoc genus philofophiae; cujus os & pectus virginem for-
mofam praefercbant, infra vero fuifle aiunt,

Candida fuccinttam latrantibus inguina monftris. Virg. Ecl. 6. 75.

Sic generalia quaedam apud fcholafticos invenias, quae pulchra funt dictu,
& non perperam inventa; ubi autem ventum fuerit ad diftinétiones deci-
fionefque, pro foecundo utero, ad vitae humanae commoda, in portentofas &
latrantes quaeftiones definunt. Iraque minime mirum, fi hoc genus doétri-
nae, etiam apud vulgus hominum contemptui obnoxium fuerit, qui fere fo-
lent veritatem propter controverfias circa eam motas afpernari, atque exifti-
mare ¢os errarc omnes, qui nunquam inter fe conveniant; cumgque vide-
ant doftos homines inter fe digladiari de rebus nullius momenti, facile illud
Dionyfii Syracufani arripiunt, Ferba iffa funt fenum otioforum. Nihil-
ominus certiflimum eft, fi modo fcholaftici ad inexplebilem fitim veritatis
& continuam agitationem ingenii, varietatem & multiplicitatem le&ionis &
contemplationum adjunxiffent, infignia profectoilli extitiffent lumina, omnef>
que artes & {cientias mirifice provexiffent. Haenus de fecunda literarum
intemperie.

Ap tertiam quod attinet, quac ad falfitatem & mendacium fpeéit; una
haec omnium turpiflima eft, quippe quae ipfam naturam animamque de-
ftruit {cientiae 5 quae nihil aliud eft quam veritatis imago. Nam veritas ef:
fendi & veritas cognofcendi, idem funt; nec plus a fe invicem differunt
‘quam radius direftus & reflexus. Hoc vitium itaque duplex vel potius du-
plicatum ecft, impoftura & credulitas; haec decipitur, illa decipit. Quae
licet videantur difcrepantis naturae, alteraque a calliditate quadam, altera a
fimplicitate profetta, plerunquetamen co€ant. Ut enim in carmiae habetur,

Percontatorem fugito s nam garrulus idem eff :

innuendo, qui curiofus eft, eundem effe & futilem : pariter fit, ut qui facile
credat, idem libenter decipiat. Quemadmodum quoque fieri videmus in
fama & rumoribus; ut qui cito iifdem fidem habeat, pari facilitate eos auxe-
rit : Quod Tacitus prudenter innuit his verbis, fingunt fimul creduntque :
-Adeo finitime funt, voluntas fallendi, & facilitas credendi.

HaEc credendi recipiendique omnia (licet levi authoritate munita) facilitas,
duorum generum eft pro ratione {ubjectac materiae : aut enim creditur narra-
tioni, five fatto, (ut loquuntur Jurifconfulri) aut dogmati. In priori genere
videmus, quanto dignitatis detrimento hic error affecerit ex ecclefiafticis
hiftoriis nonnullas; quae nimis faciles fe pracbuerunt, in prodendis tranfcri-
bendifque miraculis, a martyribus, eremitis, anachoretis & aliis fan&is viris,
arque ab corum reliquiis, fepulchris, facellis, imaginibus, editis. Eodem
modo in naturali hiftoria videmus multa temere, ac parum cum delettu aut
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judicio recepta & defcripta; ut liquet ex fcriptis Plinii, Cardani, Alberti, &
plurimorum ex Arabibus, quac commentitiis & fabulofis narrationibus paf-
fim fcatent, iifque non folum incertis & neutiquam probatis, fed perfpicuc
falfis & manifefto conviétiss ingenti philofophiae naturalis dedecore, apud
hominis graves & fobrios. Inquo fane elucefcit Ariftotelis {apientia & in-
tegritas, qui, cum diligentem {cripferit atque accuratam hiﬁoriam animalium
tam parce fia aut fabulofa admifcuerit : quin potius auditiones admirandas,
quas memoratu dignas judicavit, in unum commentariolum conjecit : pru-
denter perpendens perfpicue vera (quae tanquam bafis experientiac {olida,
philofophiae & fcientiis fubfterni poflint) haud temere efle cum rebus fu-
fpectac fidei mifcendas; & rurfus etiam rara atque infolita, quac plerifque
incredibilia videntur, non omnino efle fupprimenda, neque memoriac pofte-
rorum deneganda.

AT illa altera credulitas quac non hiftoriae aut narrationibus, fed artibus
& opinionibus tribuitur duplex eft : aut cum artibus ipfis, aut cum authori-
bus in arte nimium credimus.  Artes ipfae, quae plus habent ex phantafia &
fide quam ex ratione & demonftrationibus, funt praecipue tres, aftrologia,
naturalis magia & alchymia 5 quarum tamen fines non funt ignobiles. Pro-
fitetur enim aftrologia fuperiorum in inferiora influxum & dominatum reclu-
dere: Magia {ibi proponit naturalem philofophiam a varietate fpeculatio-
num ad magnitudinem operum revocare : Chymica in fe {ufcipit partes re-
rum heterogeneas, quae in corporibus naturalibus latent & implicantur, fe-
parare & extrahere : corporaque ipfa inquinata depurare, impedita liberare,
immatura perficere.  Sed viae atque rationes, quac ducere putantur ad hos
fines tam in theoria illarum artium quam in praxi, erroris & nugarum plenae
funt. Neque adeo traditio ipfarum, ut plurimum, candida eft fed artificiis
& latebris munita. Chymicae tamen hoc certe debetur quod vere compa-
rari poflit agricolae apud AEfopum, qui e vita exiturus dixit filiis, Se
illis vim magnam awri in vinea, nec fatis meminiffe quo loco defoffam, re-
liguiffe: Qui cum vineam diligenter ligonibus ubique invertiflent aurum
quidem repererunt nullum, fed ramen vindemiam infequentis anni, propter
foflionem circa radices vitium, tulerunt longe uberrimam : fic ftrenui illi chy-
miftarum labores & molimina circa aurum conficiendum haund paucis nobili-
bus inventis & experimentis, tum ad referandam naturam, tum ad ufus vitae
apprime idoneis, quafi facem accenderunt.

ILrL A autem credulitas, quae certos fcientiarum authores ditatoria qua-
dam poteftate munivit, ut edicant, non f{enatoria ut confulant, ingens dam-
num fcientiis intulit, tanquam praecipua caufa quae tantopere illas afflixit &
depreflit, ut abfque infigni aliquo augmento exangues jacerent.  Hinc nem-
pe faCtum cft, ut in artibus mechanicis primi inventores pauca exco-
gitaverint, tempus reliqua fuppleverit & perfecerit; at in fcientiis, primi
authores longiflime penetraverint, tempus plurima detriverit & corruperit.
Sic videmus, tormentariam, nauticam, typographicam, fub initiis imperfe-
&as & propemodum informes fuifle, & exercentibus onerofas, temporis vero
progreflu expolitas & accommodas. At contra philofophiae & {cientiae A-
riftotelis, Platonis, Democriti, Hippocratis, Euclidis, Archimedis, in ipfis
illis authoribus viguerunt, tradtu temporis degenerarunt potius, & non mi-
nimum {plendoris amiferunt: Cujus rei non eft alia ratio, quam quod in
artibus mechanicis ingenia multorum in unum coierunt, in artibus & fci-
entiis liberalibus ingenia multorum fub uno fuccubuerunt ;s quem tamen
iplum facpenumero fequaces {ui potius depravarunt quam illuftrarunt. Ut

cnim
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cnim aqua non afcendet altius quam caput fontis, a quo promanat; ita
doétrina ab Ariftotele dedu&ta, fupra doctrinam Ariftotclis nenquam aflur-
gct.  Ideoque etfi non dlfpllccat regula, oportet difcentem crederc; huie
tamen conjungendum cft, oportet jam cdodtum judicio fuo uti. Difcipuli
cnim debent magiftris temporariam folum fidem, judiciique fufpenfionem,
donec penitus imbiberint artes; non autem plenam libertatis ejurationem,
perpetuamque ingenil fervitutem.  Quare, ut abfolvam hanc partem, hoc
tantum ad)lcmm, magnis authoribus fuus fic conftet honos, ut authori au-
thorum & veritatis parenti, tempori, non derogetur.

ExprLicavimus tandem tres do@trinae intemperies five morboss practer
quos nonnulli funt, non tam morbi confirmati quam vitiofi humores : qui
tamen non adeo occulti funt aut latentes, quin in multoruny fenfum & re-
prehenfionem incurrant, idcoque neutiquam praetermittendi.

HoruM primus cft immodicum ftudium duorum extremorum, antiqui-
tatis & novitatis. Qua in re temporis filiac male patriffant: ut enim tempus
prolem devorat, fic haec fe invicem; dum antiquitas novis invideat augmen-
tis, & novitas non fit contenta recentia adjicere, nifi vetera prorfus eliminet
& rejiciat.  Certe confilium Prophetac vera in hac re normacft: Szare fisper
vias antiquas, ¢ videte quacnam it via reita & bona, & ambulate in ea.
Aniiquitas eam meretur reverentiam, ut homines ahquandlu gradum fiftere
& fupra cam ftare debeant, atque undequaque circumfpicere, quae {it via
optima : quum autem de via bene confliterit, tunc demum non reftitandum,
fed alacriter progrediendum.  Sane, ut verum dicamus, Antiquitas [aecul:
juvem‘m munds. Noftra profe&to funt antiqua tempora, cum mundus jam
fenuerit, non ¢a quaé¢ computantur ordine retrogrado, initium fumendo
a faeculo noftro. \

Avius crror e priori oriundus eft fufpicio quaedam & diffidentia quae
nihil nun¢ pofle inveniri autumat, quo mundus tam diu carere potuit: ac
fi illa obje&tio conveniret erga tempus, qua Lucianus impetit Jovem, caete-
rofque cthnicorum dcos: Mzmmr enim, cur tot olim genuerint libe-
ros, mullos autem fuo faeculo 2 interrogatque jocans, ecquid [eptuagena-
rii jam effent, aut lege Pappia contra fenum nuptias lata conftritli¢ Sic
videntur homines fubvereri, ne tempus effoctum jam fatum fit & ad genera-
tionem ineptum. Quin potius levitas hominum arque mconﬁantxa hinc
optime perfpici poteft, qui, doncc res aliqua perfecta fit, eam mirantur fi-
eri pofle; poftquam facta femel eft, iterum mirantur eam jam pridem fa-
&am non fuiffe. Ira Alexandri expeditio in Afiam habita eft initio pro
vafto & arduo admodum negotio; quam tamen poftca placuit Livio in tan-
tum elevare, ut diceret de Alexandro, N/ aliud, quam bene aufiss eff
vana contemnere. ldem Columbo evenit circa occidentalem navigationem.
Sed in rebus intelle@ualibus hoc fit multo frequentius; uti videre eft in
plerifque propofitionibus apud Euclidem, quae antequam demonftrentur,
mirae videntur, & quibus quis non facile affenferit; poft demonftrationem
autem factam arripit eas mens per retractionem quandam (ut loquuntur
jurifconfulti) tanquam ante perfpeétas & cognitas.

A v1uscrror fuperiori afhnis, cft corum, qui omniumi feGtarum, atque hae-
reflum veterum, poftquam cxcuffac fuiffent & ventilatae, optimam fem-
per obrinuifle, pofthabitis aliis, exiftiment. Itaque putant, {i quis de inte-
gro inflitueret inquifitionem & examen, non poflet non incidere in aliquas
cx rejedtis opinionibus, & poft rejectionem amiflis & obliteratis : quaft vero
multitudo, aut ctiam fapientes multitudinis deliniendac gratia, non illud faepe
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probarint, quod populare magis atque leve fit quam quod f(.)lidum, atque alee
radices agens.  Tempus fiquidem {imile cft fluvio, qui levia atque inflata ad
nos devehit, folida autem & pondus habentia fubmergit.

Ar1us error a rcliquis diverfus eft pracmatura atque proterva redudiio
do&trinarum in artes & methodos; quod cum fit, plerunque {cientia aut pa-
rum aut nihil proficit. Nimirum ut ephebi, poftquam membra & linea-
menta corpotis ipfornm perfette efformata funt, vix amplius crefcunts fic
fcientia, quamdiu in aphorifmos & obfervationes {pargicur, crefcere poteft
& cxurgere, fed methodis femel circumicripta & conclufa, expoliri forfan &
tlluftrari, aut ad ufus humanos edolari poteft, non autem porro mole augeri.

Ar1uscrror fuccedens ipfi, quem poftremo notavimus, cft quod poft fin-
gulas fcientias & artes fuas in clafles diftributas, mox a plerifque univer-
fali rerum cognitioni & philofophiac primac renunciatur; quod quidem pro-
fectui doétrinarum inimiciflimum cft.  Profpectationes flunt e turribus, auc
locis pracaltis; & tmpoflibile eft, ut quis exploret remotiores interiorefque
fcientiae alicujus partes, fi fter fuper plano ejufdem {cientiae, neque altioris
fcientiac veluti fpeculum confcendat. ,

Arvius error fluit ex nimia reverentia, & quafi adoratione intcilectus hu-
mani, undec homines abduxere {¢ a contcmplatione naturac, atque ab expe-
rientia, in propriis meditationibus & ingenii commentis fufguc deque volu-~
tantes. Caetcrum praeclaros hos opinatores & ({i ita loqui licet) intelleGtua-
liftas, qui tamen pro maxime fublimibus & divinis philofophis haberi {olent,
recte Heraclitus perftrinxits Homines, inquit, quaerunt veritatem in mi-
crocofinis fiis, non in mundo majori. Refpuunt enim quafi abecedarium
naturae, primumque in operibus divinis tirocinium : quod fi non facerent, po-
tuiffent fortaffe gradatim & fenfim, poft literas fimplices & deinceps (ylla-
bas, ad textum & volumen ipfum creaturarum expedite legendum afcendere.
At illi contra, jugi mentis agitatione, urgent & tanquam invocant {uos ge-
nios, ut vaticinentur cis edantque oracula, quibus merito-& fuaviter decipi-
untur.

AvL1Us error huic pofterfori finitimus eft, quod homines faepius imbuant
& inficiant meditationes & doétrinas fuas opinionibus quibufdam & concep-
tibus propriis, quos potiflimum in admiratione habent; aut artibus, quibus
maxime addicti & confecrati funts cactera omnia illis deliciis inficientes &
quafiintingentes, licet fuco admodum fallaci.  Sic fuae philofophiae immifcuit
Plato theologiam, Ariftoteles logicam, fecunda fchola Platonis (Proclus
feilicet & reliqui) mathematicas.  Iftas enim artes folebant illi tanquam
filiolos fuos primogenitos fuaviari. At chymici ¢ paucis experimentis ad
foculum & fornacem novam philofophiam excuderunt. Et Gilbertus popularis
nofter philofophiam aliam ex magncte elicuit. Sic Cicero, cumvarias opiniones
de natura animae recenfens, tandem in muficum incidiffet, qui animam efle
harmoniam ftatuebat, faccte dixit, bic ab arte fira non receflit.  Sed de hoc
genus crroribus appofite & prudenter ait Arittoteles, Qui refpiciunt ad panca
de facili pronunciant.

AL1Us crror eft impatientia dubitandi & caeca feftinatio decernendi, abfque
debita & adulta fufpenfione judicii. Nam bivium contemplationis non eft
diffimile bivio a&ionis a vetcribus faepius memorato: cujus altera via initio
plana & facilis erat, fine autem impervia; altera ingredienti afpera cerat &
eonfragofa, ubi paulo procefferis, expedita & acquabilis. Haud fecus in
contemplationibus, fi quis a certis ordiatur, in dubia definet; fin a dubiis
cipiat, caque aliquandiu paticnter toleret, i cexrtis exitym teperic.

‘ SIMILIS
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Simrivis crror {e oftendit in modo tradendi doétrinam, quiut plurimum
cft imperiofus & magiftralis, non ingenuus & liberalis 3 ita demum compo-
fitus ut potius fidem imperet quam examini fubjiciatur. Non necgaverim
in {fummariis libellis, ad praxin deftinatis, hanc formulam fcribend: retineri
poflc : verum in juftis tractatibus de fcientiis utrumque extremum vitandum
cenfeo: tam Velleii Epicurei, nil tam mecrucntis, quam ne dubitare de re
aliqua viderctur ; quam Socratis & academiae, omnia in dubio reliquentium.
Candori potius ftudendum, refque majore aut minore contentione tradendae,
prout rationum momentis parcius aut plenius fint probatae.

Avr11 errorcs funt in fcopis, quos homines praefigunt {ibi, & in quos cona-
tus {uos & labores dirigunt. Cum enim diligentiores literarum coryphaci
ad id collimarc debeant praccipue, ut arti, quam profitentur, aliquid prae-
clarum adjiciant : hi contra in fecundis tantummodo confiftere fat habent,
vel fubtilis interpretis, vel antagoniftac vehementis & nervofi, vel methodici
abbreviatoris nomen ambientes; unde reditus & vectigalia fcientiarum auge-
ri poflfunt, patrimonium & fundus minime.

OMN1UM autem graviflimus error in deviatione ab ultimo do&rinarum
fine confiftit. Appetunt enim homines fcientiam, alii ex infita curiofitate
& irrequicta 5 alii animi caufa & delectationiss alii exiftimationis gratia ;
alil contentionis ergo, atque ut in diflerendo fuperiores fint : plerique prop-
ter lucrum & viGtum s pauciflimi, ut donum rationis divinitus datum in ufus
humani generis impendant. Plane, quafi in doftrina quaereretur leGtulus, in
quo tumultuans ingenium & aeftuans requiefcerets aut xyftus five porticus,
in quo animus deambularet liber & vaguss aut terris alta & edita, de qua
mens ambitiofa & fuperba defpetaret 3 aut arx & propugnaculum ad con-
tentiones & proelias aut officina ad quacftum & mercatum : & non potius
locuples armarium & gazophylacium, ad opificis rerum omnium gloriam
& vitac humanac fubfidium. Hoc enim illud eft, quod revera doétrinam
atque artes condecoraret & attolleret, fi contemplatio & a&tio ar&tiore quam
adhuc vinculo copularentur. Quae certe conjunétio talis foret, qualis cft
fupremorum duorum planetarum f{yzygia, cum Saturnus, quietis & contem-
plationis dux, cum Jove, duce focietatis agendique, confpirat. Quanquam
cum de praxi atque actione loquor, nullo modo ad do&rinam profefloriam
& lucrofam innuo. Neque enim me fugit, quantopere hoc ipfum progref-
fionem do&rinac & amplificationem moretur. Perinde quidem aureum ma-
lum ante oculos Atalantac projectum, quod ut tollat, dum flectit fe, curfus
interea impeditur :

Declinat curfus, aurwmque volubile tollit.

NeqQuE rurfus mihi in animo eft, quod de Socrate diGum erat, Philo-
Sfophiam devocare de coelo, ut tantummodo verfaretur in terris ;s hoc eft,
phyficam feponi ut moralis philofophia & politica cclebraretur fola: fed
quemadmodum coclum & terra fimul confpirant & confentiunt, ad homi-
num tuendam vitam atque juvandam; ita fane hic finis efle debet utriuf-
que philofophiae, ut rejectis vanis {peculationibus, & quicquid inane ac
fterile eft, confervetur quicquid folidum eft ac frutuofum; ut hoc pacto,
fcicntia non {it tanquam {cortum ad voluptatem, aut tanquam ancilla ad
quacftum ; fed tanquam fponfa ad generationem, frutum atque folatium
honeftum.

Jam cxplicafic videor, & quafi diffettione quadam aperuiffc vitiofos illos
humores, aut faltem eorum praccipuos, qui non {olum cbftitere prolf_c&ui

itera-

45



46

DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM. Lib L

litcrarum, verum ctiam culpandis iifdem anfam dedere.  Quod quidem {7
nimis ad vivam fecerim, meminiflc oportet Frdelia vulnera amantis, [id
dolofa ofcula malignantis. Utcunque hoc certe _mxln \'1%1cor aticcutus, ue
nerear fidem in {equenti pracconio, cum.iﬂ fuperiori cenfura tam li‘bcre e
gerim.  Neque tamen in animo et nuhi pancgyricum literarum {cnbcrc,
aut hymnum mufis praccinere, licet forfitan diu jam fir, ex quo facra ca-
rum rite celebrata fint : {ed confilium eft abfque pigmentis & hyperbolis,
verum do@rinae contra alias res pondus excipere & perpendere, verumque
¢jus valorem & pretium ex tefimoniis divinis arque humanis exquirere.

PriMo igitur quaeramus dignitatem f{cicntiac in archetypo five exem-
plari: id cft, in atrributis atque aflis Dei, quatenus revelantar l}onﬁni &
fobric indagari poflunt. Qua in re non competit appc%latlo dodlrinae, cum
omnis do&rina fit {tientia acquifita : nulla autem cognitio in Deo acquifita
eft, fed originalis. Itaque aliud quacrendum eft nomen, fapicntia fcilicet,
ut facrae {cripturac cam indigitant. ’

S1c autem fc reshabet: In operibus creationis, duplicem virtutis divi-
nac emanationem videmus, quarum una ad potentiam referrur, altera ad fa-
picntiam : illa praccipue cernitur in creanda molc materiac, hacc i pulchri-
tudine formae difponenda. Hoc pofito, notandum cft nihil in creationis hi-
ftoria obflare, quin fuerit confufa illa coeli terraeque mafla & matcria, unico
temporis momento creata, cui tamen difponendae digerendaeque fex dies
fucrunt attributi: adeo fignanter Deus opera potentiac ac f{apicntiae difcri-
minavit. Cui accedit, quod de materiae creatione memoriae proditum non
fit, dixiffe Deum, flat coelum & terra, ficut de fequentibus operibus dic-
tum cft : fed nude atque altualiter, Deus creavit coelum & terram : ita
ut materia vidcatur, tanquam manu faflas formac vero mtrodu&tio ftylum
habeat legis, aut decreti.

Percamus a Deo ad Angclos, quorum natura dignatione eft Deo pro-
xima. Videmus in ordinibus Angelorum (quatenus fides adhibenda coelcfti
illi hicrarchiae, quae Dionyfii Arcopagitac nomine evulgatur) primum locum
obtinere Seraphim, Angelos fcilicet amoris; {ecundum Cherubim, Angelos
illuminationis ; tertium autem locum & fequentes, Thronis, Principati-
bus, cacterifque Angelis potentiae & minifterii concedi: ut ex hoc ipfo or-
dine ac diftributione clarum fit, Angeclos {cientiac & illuminationis, Angclis
imperii & potentiae pracponi.

A fpiritibus & intelligentiis ad formas fenfibiles & materiatas defcenden-
tes legimus primam formarum creatarum fuifle lucem ; quac in naturalibus
& corporcis {cientiac in {pirirualibus atque incorporeis refpondet.

S1c in diftributione dierum videmus diem, qua requievit Deus & con-
templatus eft opera fua, benedi¢tum fuifle fupra omnes dics, quibus creata
eft & difpofita fabrica univerfi. ’

Post creationem abfolutam legimus hominem collocari in paradifo, ut
illic operaretur : quod quidem opus aliud efle non poterar, quam quale
pertinctad contemplandums hoc eft, cujus finis non ad neceflitatem aliquam,

Med ad dele@ationem & adtivitatem fine moleftia, referri poflit: cum enim

tunc temporis nulla potuerit cfle creaturae relutatio, nullus fudor vultus,
ncceflario fequitur ationes humanas ad voluptatem & contemplationem,
non ad laborem aut opus comparatas fuifle. Rurfus primae hominis a&io-
nes, quas in paradifo exercuit, duas fummarias fcientiac partes complexae
funt: hae erant infpetio creaturarum & impofitio nominum. Nam {ci-
entia illa, quae lapfum introduxit, (quod & ante monuimus) non crat natu-
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ralis f{cientia circa creaturas, fed moralis fcientia de bono & malo; ex hac
fuppofitione, quod Dei mandata, aut vetita, non eflent principia boni & mali,
fed quod alias haberent illa origines; quorum cognitionem affetavit homo,
fcilicet ut totaliter a Deo deficeret, & {ibi ipfi fuoque arbitrio prorfus inni-
teretur.

VeENIAMUS ad ea quae ftatim poft lapfum contigere. Videmus (ut in-
numera funt facrarum fcripturarum myfteria, falva femper veritate hiftori-
ca & literali) imaginem duarum vitarum, contemplativae nimirum & aci-
vae, in perfonis Abelis & Caini, inque eorum inftitutis & primitivis viven-
di rationibus, delineatam: quorum alter paftor erat, (qui propter otium &
quietem, liberumque coeli afpeum, typus eft vitac theoricae) alter agri-
cola (laboribus {cilicet fatigatus & afpeétu in terram defixus:) Ubi cernere eft
favorem, cle@tionemque divinam, ad paftorem accefliffe, non ad agricolam.

Sic ante diluvium, facri fafti, inter pauciflima, quae de co facculo me-
morantur, dignati {unt memoriae prodere inventores muficae, atque ope-
rum metallicorum. Sequenti facculo poft diluvium graviflima poena, qua
Deus humanam fuperbiam ultus eft, fuit confufio linguarum, qua doétrinae
liberum commercium & literarum ad invicem communicatio maxime intet-
clufa eft.

D EscENDAMUS ad Mofem legiflatorem & primum Dei notarium, quem
fcripturae ornant hoc elogios quod grarus & peritus effet omnis doétrinae
AEgyptiorum: Quac quidem gens inter vetuftiffimas mundi {cholas nu-
meratur.  Sic enim Plato inducit AEgyptium facerdotem dicentem Solonis
Vos Graeci femper pueri eftis, nullam vel [cientiam antiquitatis vel an-
tiquitatem f[cientiae habentes. Perluftremus ceremonialem legem Mofis,
reperiemufque, practer Chrifti praefigurationem, diftin&tionem populi Dei
a gentibus, exercitium obedientiae, aliofque ejufdem legis ufus facros : non-
nullos do&tiflimorum Rabbinorum haud inutilem circa eam navafle operam,
ut fedulo eruerent, quandoque naturalem quandoque moralem fenfum ceremo-
niaram & rituum. Exempli gratia, ubi de lepra dicitur, 87 effloruerit difcur-
rens lepra, homo mundus erit, & non recludetur : fin caro vivain eo erit, im-
munditiae condemnabitur, & ad facerdotis arbitrium [eparabitur. Ex hac
lege colligit unus eorum axioma in naturas Putredinem peftilentiorem effe
ante, quam poft maturitatem. Alius morale documentum elicit, bomines fla-
gitiis undique coopertos, minus corrumpere publicos mores, quam medio-
criter & ex parte tantum malos : adeo ut ex hoc & fimilibus locis ejus legis,
practer fenfum theologicum, haud pauca ad philofophiam {pettantia fpargi
videantur.

S1 quis etiam eximium illum Jobi librum diligenter evolverit, plenum
eum, & tanquam gravidum, naturalis philofophiae myfteriis deprehendet.
Exempli gratia; circa cofmographiam & rotunditatem terrae, illo loco, Qu#
extendit aquilonem fuper vacuum, & appendit terram fuper nibhilum.
Ubi penfilis terra, polus ar@icus, & coeli convexitas in extimis, haud ob-
feure infinuantur.  Rurfus circa aftronomiam & afterifimos, illis verbis, Spz-
ritus ejus ornavit coelos, & obftetricante manu ejus eductus eft Coluber
tortuofus. Et alio loco, nunquid conjungere valebis micantes [lellas
Pleiadas, aut gyrum Aréturi poteris diyffipare 2 Ubi immota configuratio
ftcllarum fixarum, paribus intervallis femper inter fe diftantium, elegantif-
fime defcribitur.  Item alio loco, qui facit Aréturum & Oriona, & Hyas
das & interiora anftri. Ubi iterum innuit depreflionem antarétici poli,
camque defignat nomine znzeriorum anftrs, quia auftrales ftellae noftro
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hemifphacrio non cernuntur.  Circa generationem animalium: Annon ficur
Lac mulfifti me, & ficut cafeum coagulafti me 2 &c. Circa rem metallicam,
habet argentum Venarum fuarum principia, & auro locus eft in quo con-
Aatur : ferrum de terra tollitur, & lapis folutus calore in aes vertitur.
Et {cquentia in eodem capite. '

PARITER & in perfona regis Solomonis videmus donum fapientiae,
tum in petitione ipfius, tum in conceflione divina, omnibus terrenae & tem--
poralis felicitatis bonis praclatum.  Virtute cujus doni & conceflionis, Solo-
mon egregic inftructus, non folum fcripfit infignes illas parabolas five apho-
rifmos de divina atque morali philofophia; verum ctiam compofuir natura-
lem hiftoriam omnium vegetabilium, & cedro fiper montem, ufque ad muf:
cum fuper murum, (quac nihil eft alind, quam rudimentum plantaec pu-
tredinis & herbae medium) omniumque etiam, quae refpirant & moventur.
Imo idem rex Solomon, quamvis excelluerit opibus, magnificentia acdifi-
ciorum, clafle, famulitio, nominis celebritate, & reliquis quae ad gloriam
pertinent, nihil tamen, ex ifta gloriac fegete, fibi ipfi decerpit aur affu-
mit, praeter decus inquirendi & inveniendi veritatem. Sic enim diferteait;
Gloria ‘Dei eft celare verbum, & gloria regis inveftigare fermonem. Ac
fi divina majeftas innoxio illo & benevolo puerorum ludo deleGtaretur, qui
ideo fe abfcondunt, ut inveniantur : quafique etiam nihil effet honorificen-
tius regibus, quam Dei collufores efle in eodem ludo; praefertim cum tot
ingeniis imperent, tantafque opes praefto habeant, quibus omnis fecreti in-
veftigatio abfolvi pofit.

NEc vero aliter haec difpenfavit Deus, poftquam Salvator nofter in
mundum veniffet, Ille enim prius potentiam oftendit fuam in profliganda
ignorantia, ubi cum do&oribus & facerdotibus differeret in templo, quam
in {ubjuganda natura, tot & tantis editis miraculis. Adventus quoque Spi-
ritus San&i praecipue adumbratus atque expreflus fuit in {imilitudine ac dono
linguarum, quae {unt duncaxat vehicula fcientiae.

Ita in feligendis illis inftrumentis, quae adhibuit Deus ad fidem diffe-
minandam, initio homines evocavit plane indo¢tos & illiteratos, practerquam
quod Spiritus San&i afflatu inftruti fuiffents quo evidentius virtutem fuam
immediatam & divinam declararet, omnemque humanam fapientiam depri-
meret.  Quamprimum autem confilium fuum in hac parte perimpletum effer,
mox in proxima fucceflione temporum, divinam veritatem fuam, aliis doétri-
nis veluti pedifiequis comitatam, in mundum immifit. Itaque D. Pauli ca-
lamus, (qui inter Apoftolos folus literatus fuit) in fcripturis novi Teftamenti,
praecipue a Deo adhibitus eft.

S1c & novimus, complures ex antiquis Epifcopis & patribus, egregie fu-
iffe in omni ethnicorum cruditione verfatos. Adeo ut edi¢tum Juliani, quo
cautum eft, ne Chriftiani ad {cholas & gymnafia mitterentur, perniciofior
machina ad expugnandam fidem Chriftianam, quam cruentae fuperiorum im-
peratorum perfecutiones, habitum fuerit. Neque Gregorii primi, Epifcopi
Romani (caetera viri egregii) aemulatio & invidentia, qui ethnicorum au-
thorum & antiquitatum memoriam obliterare ftudebat, in bonam partem,
ctiam apud viros pios, accepta eft. Quinimo fola Chriftiana Ecclefia, inter
inundationes Scytharum a plagis feptentrionalibus & Sarracenorum ab oricn-
talibus, pretiofas gentilis eruditionis reliquias, jamjam funditus perituras,
finu & gremio fuo confervavit. Nuper etiam intueri licet Jefnitas (qui par-
tim fludio proprio, partim ex aemulatione adverfariorum, literis firenue
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incubucrunt) quantum fubfidii, viriumque, Romanac fedi rcparandae &
{tabiliendac attulerint.

QuARE ut abfolvam hanc partem, duo funt praecipua officia & minifte-
ria, practer ornatum & illuftrationem, quac fidei religionique humaniores li-
tcrac perfolvunt.  Unum, quod cfficacia fint incitamenta, ad divinam glori-
am cxaltandam & celebrandam: ficut enim Pfalmi & aliae feripturae cre-
bro nos invitant ad contemplationem praedicationemque magnificorum &
admirabilium operum Deci; ita, fi tantum in corum fpecie externa, ficut fen-
fibus noftris {¢ cxhibent, haercremus, eandem faccremus injuriam Majeftati
divinae, ac fi dc opulentia & copia nobiliflimi gemmarii, cx iis quac palam
cxponuntur in pergula, judicaremus. Alterum, quod fingulare remedium
antidotumque cxhibeat philofophia, contra infidelitatem & errores. Nam
Salvator nofter inquit, Erratis, nefcientes [cripturas & potentiam Dei.
Ubi duos libros, ne in errores incidamus, proponit nobis evolvendos: primo
volumen fcripturarum, quae voluntatem Dei, dein volumen creaturarum,
quae potentiam revelant: Quorum pofterior, veluti clavis eft prioris, non
folum intelleGtum noftrum aperiens, ad genuinam {cripturarum mentem, ex
generalibus regulis rationis & legibus fermonis cxpromendam s fed porro etiam
praccipue fidem noftram refcrans, ut in feriam ingrediamur omnipotentiae
divinae meditationem, cujus charalteres maxime infculpti ejus operibus &
incifi funt. Tantum de divinis teftimoniis ac judiciis pro vera dignitate &
pretio dottrinae dictum fit.

QuAaNTUM ad humana teftimonia & argumenta, tam latus aperitur cam-
pus, ut in tratatu hoc brevi & preflo, deletum potius adhibere deceat
quam copiam. Primo itaque {fummus apud cthnicos honoris gradus fuit,
divinam venerationem, cultumque confequi: (Quod quidem Chriftianis eft
tanquam fruétus vetitus :) Nunc vero loquimur feparatim de judiciis huma-
nis. Itaque (ut coepimus dicere) apud ethnicos, ille, quem Graeci Apo-
theofin, Latini, Relationem inter ‘Divos vocarunt, fupremus honor fuit,
qui homini ab homine tribui poffet : praefertim ubi non ex decreto, aut edi-
tto aliquo imperii, (ut Caefaribusapud Romanos,) {cd ex opinione hominum
& fide interna, ultro deferretur: Cujus honoris tam excelfi, gradus quidam
erat & terminus medius: Quippe {upra humanos honores, heroici nume-
rabantur & divini. In quorum diftributione hunc ordinem tenuere veteres
rerampublicarum conditores, legiflatores, tyrannicidae, Patres patriae, quique
in rebus civilibus optime meruerunt, infigniti {unt titulo heroum tantum,
aut femideorum : Quales fuere Thefeus, Minos, Romulus, caeterique. Ex
altera parte, inventores & authores novarum artium, quique vitam huma-
nam novis commodis & acceflionibus dotarunt, feper confecrati funt inter
deos ipfos majores; quod Cereri, Baccho, Mercurio, Apollini & aliis con-
tigit : Quod certe jure & fano cum judicio faGtum eft. Nam priorum be-
nemerita intra unius aetatis aut nationis limites, fere cocrcentur ; nec abfi-
milia funt imbribus tempeftivis & benignis, qui quamvis frugiferi fint at-
quc optabiles, tamen pro illa tempeftate tantum qua deciduut, atque pro
amplitudine traGus terrac quam irrigant, utiles funt. Pofteriorum vero be-
ncficia, ut ipfius folis & coeleftium munera, temporibus perpetua, locis in-
finita funt. Illa rurfus, cum contentione & perturbatione, ut plurimum con-
jun&ta funt; haec habent verum characterem divinae praefentiae, veniuntque
in aura leni, abfque tumultu aut firepitu.

NEQUE fane doftrina meritum in civilibus & in reprimendis incommo-
dis, quac homo homini infert, multum cedit illi afteri, in fublevandis hu-
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manis neceflitatibus, quae ab ipfa natura imponuntur. Atque hoc genus
meriti optime adumbratum fuit fub illa fitta narratione de theatro Orphei,
ubi fingulae beftiae avefque congregatac funt, quac appetituum fuorum in-
natorum immemores, praedae, ludi, pugnae, amice placideque una ftete-
re, citharac concentu & fuavitate captac: Cujus fonus ubr aut ceffarct,
aut majori fonitu obrucretur, omnes illico animantes ad ingentum redibant,
Qua in fabula cleganter defcribuntur ingenia & mores hominum, qui variis
& indomitis cupiditatibus agitantur, lucri, libidinis, vindittac: qui tamen
quamdip aures pracbent pracceptis & fuafionibus religionis, legum, magi-
ftrorum, in libris, fermonibus & concionibus, cloquenter & fuaviter modu-
lantibus, tam diu pacem colunt & focicratem s fin ifta fileant, aur feditiones
& tumultus obftrepant, omnia diffitiunt & in anarchiam atque confufionem
relabuntur.

SeD enim hoc clarius cernitur, cum reges ipli, aut magnates, aut prac-
fedti eruditione praediti fint. Ut ut enim fuis addictus nimium partibus vi-
deatur, qui dixit, tum demum refpublicas fore felices, cum ant philofophé
regnant, aut reges philofophantur 5 hoc tamen experientia notum cft, fuly
eruditis principibus & cuftodibus reipublicac faccula maxime felicia fuiffe.
Quamvis enim reges ipfi fuos habeant errores & vitia, affeétibus fcilicet &
pravis confuectudinibus pro more caeterorum hominum obnoxii; tamen do-
&rinarum i accedat lumen, anticipatae quaedam notiones religionis, pruden-
tiae, honcftatis, retinent eos & ab omni praecipiti & immedicabili exceflii &
crrore refraenant; aurem femper vellentes, etiam cum confiliarii & domeflici
filent. Quin fenatores ipfi & confiliarii, qui literis exculti funt, folidioribus
innttuntur principiis, quam qui ab experientia tantum edodi funt; 1illis ex
longinquo profpicientibus pericula & mature propulfantibus, cum ift tantunt
ex propinquo & cominus fapiant, nihil videntes; nifi quod imminet, & tunc
demum agilitate ingenii {ui, {e in ipfo periculorum articulo expedire & eripere
pofle confidentes. v

Qu aE felicitas temporum fub eruditis principibus (ut fersper brevitati ftu-
deam, adhibens non nifi le&tiflima quacque exempla maxime illuftria) pracci-
pue cernitur eo in facculo, quod a morte Domitiani imperatoris, ufque ad im-
perium Commodi defluxit; fucceffionem fex principum eruditorum, aut cer:
te cruditioni impenfe faventium, comple@ente’ omniumque, fi temporalia
bona fpe&ex:nus, quac unquam vidit Roma, totius orbis tunc epitome, lon-
ge florentiflimo. 1d quod Domitiano, pridie ejus diei, quo interfe&us eft, in
fomnis pracmonftratum erat.  Quippe qui videre vifus cft, Caput aureum [ibs
pone cervicem enatum effe: Quod fane vaticinium aureis illis fubfequenti-
bus facculis adimpletum cft: Dec quibus figillatim, fed brevifiime, verba
faciam.

NERVA vir dotus fuit, Apollonii illius Pythagorei familiaris & quafi dit
cipulus: Qui etiam fere expiravit in verfu illo Homeri,

Telis Phocbe tuis lacrymas ulcifcere nofiras.

TRAJANUSs non ipfe quidem do&us, fed do&inae admirator & erea litera-
tos munificus, bibliothecarnm inftitutor & in cujus aula (licet imiﬁ:ratoris
bellicoft) profeflores & paedagogos gratiofiflimos fuiffe, memoriae proditum
cft. A.drianus curiofiflimus mortalium & inexplebilis omnis varictatis &
fecreti inveftigator.  Antoninus fubtilis & quafi fcholafticus, unde etiam
Cymini fetor vocatus oft. Ex divis fratribus autem Lucius Commodus,

-
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molliori litcrarum genere cruditus.  Marcus ctiam cognominc ipfo philoto-
phus. Hi principes, ur doctiflimi, ita & optinii fuerunt. Nerva clemen-
tiflimus imperator, quique, fi nihil alind, orbi Trajanum dedit. Trajanus
omnium qui imperarunt & belli & pacis artibus maxime florens: Idem im-
perii fines longiflime protulit; idem vim dominationis modeflilime cohi-
buit: Maximorum etiam extrutor operum; unde a Conftantino, Parictaria
per invidiam vocatus eft, propter nomen cjus tot parietibus incifum. Adri-
anus temporis ipfius aemulus: Injurias enim & ruinas temporis, in quoquo
genere, cura & munificentia fua, reparavit. Antoninus, (ut ctiam appcl-
latus eft) vir maxime Pius, nativa quadam & infita bonitate, omnibus or-
dinibus gratus, cujufque regnum (licet haud breve) omnis calamitatis cx-
pers. Lucius Commodus fratri quidem bonitate cedens, reliquos impe-
ratoris plurimos fuperans. Marcus vir ad exemplar virtutis compofitus,
cuique {curra ille, in convivio deorum, nihil habuit, quod objiceret, prac-
ter paticntiam crga mores uxoris. In hac itaque continua fex principum
ferie, videre cuivis liceat feliciflimos fruttus dotrinae, in imperio collocatac,
in maxima orbis terrarum tabula depictos.

Jam vero dodtrina, non in civilia tantum atque artes pacis, influxum
habet, fed & in militari virtute exercer vim fuam ac potentiam; ut clare
perfpicitur in exemplis Alexandri Magni, & Cacfaris Dictatoriss quorum an-
tea obiter meminimus, nunc vero ea paulo fufius retra@abimus.  Horun
virtutes militares & res in bello geftas, fupervacaneum eflet notare, aut re-
cenfcre, cum in eo gencrc mundi miracula extiterint : {ed de amore ipforum
& ftudio erga literas, necnon in iifdem cxcellentia propria, non alienum erit,
fi pauca fubjungamus.

Epucarus fuit Alexander, edoftufque ab Ariftotele (philofopho certe
magno) qui nonnullos e libris fuis philofophicis ei nuncupavit: a latere il-
lius nunquam difcedebat Callifthenes, aliique pereruditi viri, qui caftra fe-
quebantur, & perpetui erant omnium ejus itinerum & expeditionum comites :
quo autem pretio literas habuerit, haud pauca liquido demonftrant: veluti
invidia, qua dignam cenfuit Achillis fortunam, quod geftarum rerum, lau-
dumque fuarum, Homerum pracconem invenerat : Judicium de pretiofa
Darii arcula, inter reliqua {polia reperta, de qua cum quaeftio moverctur,
quidnam potiflimum dignum effet, quod in ea aflervaretur, ipfe, cum alii
alia dicerent, pro Homeri operibus fententiam tulit: Epiftola objurgatoria
ad Ariftotelem miffa, poftquam libros phyficorum cdifict, in qua expo-
ftulat, quod phiiofophiac myfteria evulgaffet; fimulque refcribit, malle fc
omnibus doftrina & cognitione, quam potentia ac imperio praeccllere.  Sunt
& alia quae huc fpe¢tant. Ipfc vero quam egregic animum cxcoluiflet do-
&rina, in omnibus cjus ditis & refponfis apparet, vel potius refulget, cru-
ditione pleniflimis; in quibus licet numero pauca fint, quac adhuc fuperfint,
fingularum fcientiarum veftigia alte imprefla reperias.

In moralibus obfervetur primo Alexandri apophthegma circa Diogeinem,
& adverte (fi placet) fi forte non nnam cx graviflimis quacftionibus moralis
philofophiac conftituat : Utruni qui fruitur externis bonis felicior fit an qui
contemnit ¢ Cum cnim Diogenem cerneret tam parvo contentum, converfus
ad circumftantes, qui cjus conditionem fubfannabant: N effem, in-
quit, Alexander, optarem effe ‘Diogenes. At Senecain hac comparatione
Diogenem practulic cum dicerct, Plus erat quod ‘Diogenes nollet accipere,

quam quod Alexander poffet dare.

VoL, L. G2 IN

51



52 DE AUGMENTIS SCIENTIARUM., L L

I~ naturalibus, obfervetur, illud, quod crebro ufurpabat, fz duales fe
rebus mortalitatem [uam wmaxime percigere, [ommo & libidine : quod
fanc di¢tum ex intima naturali philofophia depromptum c¢ft, non tam Ales-
andrum, quam Ariftotelem aut Democritum fapiens, cum tam indigentid

uam redundantia naturac, per illa duo defignata, mortis fine ranquam arrha-
boncs.

IN poéticis, obfervetur diGtum illud, quum fanguine c vulneribus cjus
efBuente, accerferet unam ex adulatoribus, qui ci divinitatem tribucre fole-
bat: Spects, inquits kominis ifte fanguis eff, non talis liguor, qualem
dixit Homerus Veneris e manu manaffe, vulnerata a ‘Diomede 5 hoc diGo
& poetas & affentarores {uos, & fe ipfum ridens.

In dialeQlicis, accipe reprehenfionem illam argutiarum dialetticarum, cir-
ca rejicienda & retorquenda argumenta, in dicto {uo, quo perfirinxit Caffan-
drum, delatores patris fui Antipatri repellentem.  Cum enim Alcxander
forte dixiffet, Numqiid putas, hos homines tam longum iter fitfteptiros
Suiffe, nifi juftam doloris caunfam habuiffent 2 Refpondit Caflander, Imo
boc ipfim animos eis dedit, quod [perabant longinguitatem viae obftitu-
ram, quo winus calumnia proderetur. Euge, nquit rex, firophas Ari-
Sfrotelis, rem pro & contra detorquentes. Attamen hacipfa, quamin alio
carpebat, arte, cum res poftularet, in commodum fuum uti probe noverat.
Ita cnim accidit, ut Callifthenes (quem odio clam habebat, quod novae ¢jus
inter divos relationi refragaretur) in quodam convivio rogatus eflet ab una
difcambentibus, ut obleGationis gratia (cum effet vir eloquentiflimus) thema
aliquod pro arbitrio {ibi fumeret, de quo fubiro diceret s ilic autem annuens
& laudes gentis Macedonicae cligens, mirifico cum omnium applaufu diffe-
ruit : at neutiquam hoc dele@atus Alexander, fubjecit, In bona canfa, facils
eff cuilibet effe eloquenti; quin verte, inquit, Fylum & quid contra nos
poffis, awndiamus. Callifthenes negotium-in fe recepit, idque tam acetbe,
tamque aculeate pracflitit, ut Alexander interpellans diceret: Etiam malus
aniimus, aeque ac bona canfa, indit eloquentiam.

In rhetoricis, ad quae tropi & ornamenta pertinent, ecce tibi clegantifii-
mum mctaphorae ufum, qua Antipatrum imperiofum & tyrannicum prae-
fidem perfirinkit.  Cum enim amicus quidam Antipatri laudaret cum coram
Alcxandro, quod tam moderatus effet, neque in Perficum, prout alii prae-
fecti, luxum, ufumque purpurae, veteri Macedoniae amittu exuto, degene-
rarct : Ar ntus, inquit Alezander, Antipater eft totus purprrens. Etiam
& illa metaphora infignis: cum Parmenio ad eum accederet, in campis Ar-
bellaes eique ingentem hoftium exercitum monftraret, qui oculis fubjacens
noctu, propter infinitum numerum ignium, veluti alterum firmamentum
ftellatum repraefentabat; idecoque confuleret, ut nofturno proelio illos in-
vaderet: Nolo, inquit Alexander, fiffurari victorianm.

IN politicis, attende graviflimam illam & prudentiflimam diftin&ionem,
(quam omnis pofteritas amplexa eft) qua duos ex praecipuis ejus amicis, He-
phacftionem & Craterum, difcrevit, quum diceret: Alterum Alexandrum
amare, alterum amare regem : Diflimilitudinem maximi ponderis, etiam
inter fideliflimos regum fervos conftituens, quod alii magis dominorum
fuorum perfonas vero affetu profequantur, alii potius moveantur officio
erga principatum ipfum. Speftetur ctiam quam eximie redargueret crro-
rem, principum confiliariis familiarem, qui plerunque confilia pro modulo
fui animi & fortunae, non dominorum fuggerunt. Cum enim Darius mag-
nas Alexandro offerrct conditiones: Parmenio; Ego, inquit, fieffem Alex-

ander,
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ander, acciperem. Subjecit Alexander, £t ego quidem, [I effem Parme-
nie.  Polremo, cxcutiatur acre illud arque acutum refponfum, ad amicos
interrorances, quid fibi refervaret, cum tot & tanta donarct? Spem, in-
quit; quippe qui probe feirer, fubductis rationibus, fpem veram efle fortem,
& tanquam heacreditarem ad magna afpirantium.  Haec Julii Cacfaris fors,
cum proficifeens in Galliam, univerfas opes profufis largitionibus exhanfiffcr.
Hacc ctiam fors Henrici ducis Guifii, noltiflimi principis, licet nimium
ambitiofi, de quo illad increbuit, Foeneratorem eum fuiffe unum omnium
Gallorem waximiim, eo quod omnes opes in neminibus hajerer, atque pa-
trimoninm wiziverfiin in obligationes convertiffer.  Caeterum admiratio
hujus principis, dum cum mihi, non ut Alexandum Magnum, fed ut Ari-
{torciis difcipulum propono, longius fortafle me provexit.

QuanNtUM ad Julium Caefarem, non eft opus, ut de praeftantia crudi-
tionis ejus, aut ex educatione aut c¢x familiaribus aut ex refponfis fuis, con-
jeCturam faciamus.  Haec fiquidem eminet in ejus {criptis & libris: quorum
alii exrant, alii infeliciter defiderantur. Primo enim hodie in manibus ha-
betur infignis illa bellorum fuorum hiftoria, cul nomen & titulum Commen-
tariorum duntaxat praefixit: in quo omnes pofteri folidum rerum pondus &
viva tam aionum quam perfonarum fimulachra, cum caftiflima puritate
fcrmonis, narrationifque perfpicuitate eximia, conjunéta admirantur: quas
quideta dotes, non a natura infufas fuifle, {ed a pracceptis nftitutifque do-
&rinae acquifitas, teftatur liber ejus de analogia: qui nihil aliud erat, quam
Granmaricalis quecdam philofophias in quo fedulo dedit operam, ut vox
ad placitum, redderetur vox ad licitum s & eonfuetudo quoquomodo lo-
quenai, ad congruitatem revocaretur emendate loquendis & verba, quaé
funt rerum imagines, rebus ipfis convenirent, non vulgi prorfus arbitrium
fequercntur.

ITa ctiam veluti monumentum doérinae, non minus quam potentiac, e-
mendatam cjus edicto habemus computationem annis quac diferte teftatur,
acque eum gioriac fibi duxifle, fiderum in coelis leges pernofic, ac homini-
bus in terris leges dediffe.

Ex libro quoque, cui titulum pracpofuit Anti-Cato, facile conftat, eum
tanto ftudio accenfum ad vi¢toriam ingenii, quanto belli & armorum, obti-
nendam; certamen calami tum fufcipientem contra maximum ¢o tempore
pugilem, Ciceronem oratorem.

RURrsus in libro apophthegmatum, quae collegit, videmus, honorificen-
tius {ibi putafle, {i {fe ipfum tanquam in tabellas aut codicillos mutaret, in
quos prudentia aliorum dicta graviaque referrentur; quam {i dicta {ua pro-
pria, velut oracula facrarentur, ficut inepti principes nonnulli, adulatione
corrupti, {ibifieri geftiunt. Attamen {i recenfere vellem, pleraque ejus di-
&a, (ut feci in Alexandro) funt c¢a certe hujufmodi, qualia notat Solomon,
Verba fapientum [unt tanquam acule: & tanquam clavi in altum defixi.
Iraque tria hic tantum proponam, non tam elegantia, quam vi & cfficacia
mirabilia.

Pridto izitur, magifter fit, oportet, loquendi, qui unico verbo feditio-
nem in exercitu comprimere potuit.  Sic autem {cres habuit.  Romanis mos
fuit, cum cxcrcitum duccs alloquerentur, milites uti cos appellarent : cum
magiftratus populum, Quirites. Tumultuabantur milites Caefaris, ac miflio-
nem feditiofe flagitabant s non quod hoc ipfi cuperent, fed ut hoc poftulato
Caefarem ad alias conditiones adigerent : ille immotus atque inconcuflus fi-
lentio fatto fic exorfus eft: Lgo, Quirites: Quo verbo, cos jam dimiflos

fignifi-
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ficnificabat.  Eo perculfi milites & planc obftupefadli, concionantem dein:
ceps perpetuo obturbabant 5 & poftulato illo miflionis pofthabito, contra ob-
nixe petebant, ut militum appellatio eis reftituerctur.

SecuNDUM fuit hujufmodi. Regis nomen Caefar fumme affeabat :
itaque f{ubornati funt nonnulli, qui practercuntem populalji ~acclamationc
regem falutarent.  Ille {entiens, acclarnationfim tenuem fuifle, ac rarom
negotium joco tranfmifit, ac ficcrratum cffet in cognomine, Non rex fum,
inquit, féd Caefar. Dictum fane hujufmodi, ut ﬁ dmgcntf‘:r excutiatur,
vigor cjus & pondus vix exprimi poflir. Primum enim recufationem nomi-
nis prac fc ferebat, fed neuriquam feriam: deinde ingentem quandam con-
fidentiam & magnanimitatem meonftrabat; ac {i Caefaris appellatio, illuftri-
or titulus effet quam regis; quod haud fecus evenit, & ufque in hodicrnum
diem obtinuit. Sed quod illius maxime intererat, hoc di¢tum, fummo ar-
tificio, finem fuum uvrgebat. Hoc enim innuebat, S. P.Q. R. de re levi,
hoc cft, nomine tantum, (nam poteftatem regiam jampridem habebat) fecum
contendere ; ac tali nomine, quale complures etiam cx familiis obfcuris ge-
rebant: nam cognomen regis multis Romanorum gentilitium erat, quemad-
modum & nos fimile quiddam noftro idiomate habemus.

ULrtiMmum quod hocloco repetere placet, tale fuit.  Cum Caefar poft bel-
luminitum, Romam occupaflet, atque {anétius aerarium reclufiffet, ut pecunias
ibi congeftas in ufus belli tolleret, reftitit Metellus, utpote tunc tempori
tribunus 3 cui Caefar, 87 perftes, inquit, mortuus es. Dein reprimens fe
paulum fubjecit, Adolefcens, durius eft mihi hoc dicere, quam facere.
Di¢tum tam mirifice ex terrore & clementia conflatum, ut nihil fupra,

VErRUM ut Cacfarem mittamus ; perfpicaum eft, eum probe {ibi confi-
um f{uae eximiae eruditionis fuifles ut liquet ex eo, quod demirantibus non-
nullis Lucii Syllac confilium, in deponenda diftatura, cavillans dixit, Sy//a
nefcivit literas, dictare non potuit. ’ ‘

NuNc autem tempus videtur imponendi finem huic differtationi de aré&a -
conjun&tione militaris virtutis & literariac; (quid enim in hoc genere, poft
Alexandrum & Caefarem afferri poteft?) nifi quod moveor unius & alterius
exempli dignitate & infolentia, eo quod tam fubito tranfierit a ludibrio ad
miraculum. Eft autem Xenophontis philofophi, qui e Socratis ludo profe-
&us cft in Afiam, cum Cyro juniore, in expeditione contra regem Artax-
crxem.  Hic Xenophon eo tempore peradolefcens fuit, & nunquam acicm
aut caftra viderat, neque tunc pracfe@uram aliquam in exercitu gerebat, fed
tantum {ponte, ob amicitiam Proxeni, proficifcebatur. Aderat forte fortu-
na, cum Falinus a magno rege legatus ad Graecos veniret, poftquam Cyrus
in acie occubuiffet, Graeci autem (manipulus tantummodo hominum) duce
orbati, in medio provinciarum Perfiae, a patria {ua, plurimorum milliarium
intervallis & fluminibus maximis atque altiflimis interclufi effent. Legatio
huc fpectabat, ut pofitis armis atque deditis, fe regiac clementiae fubmitte-
rent.  Cui legationi antequam publice refponfum effet, complures ex exet-
citu familiariter cum Falino colloquebantur : Inter quos Xenophon ita forte
locutus cft.  Imo, inquit, Faline, haec duo tantum nobis jam fuperfint,
arma & virtuss [i jgitur arma dedamus, cui ufui (0bfecro) nobis erit
virtus 2 At Falinus fubridens: N7 fallor, inquit, Athenienfis es (adole-
Jeens) & philofophiae incumbis, atque bellula funt, quae dicis 5 fed valde
erras, fi virtutem veftram regiis copiis parem effe arbitreris.” Ecce lu-
dibrium.  Sequitur miraculum. Novitius ifte ex fchola & philofophus,
poftquam omnes duces & pracfedi proditione interempti eflent, decem mil-
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lia peditum Babylone in Gracciam reduxit, per medias regis provincias, om-
nibus cjus copiis fruftra obnitentibus : quo facto ftuporcm injccit omnibus.
Graccis autem ab co tempore ingentes addidit animos & fpiritus, ad Perfa-
rum regnum invadendum & fubvertendum. Quod & mox cogitavit fanc,
& defiznavit jafon Thefialus s tentavic & inchoavit Agefilaus Spartanus s
perfecit demum Alexander Macedo, omines literati iftins pracvii egregio fa-
cinore incitati. v

PERrRGAMUS ab imperatoria militarique virtute ad moralem & eam quae
cft hominum privatorum. Primo, certiflimum ett illud poétac:

Scilicet ingennas didiciffe fideliter artes
Emollit mores, nec finit effe feros.

Eruditio fiquidem humanas mentes ferirate atque barbarie exuit: Verunta-
men opus eft, ut accentus fit in voce illa fideliter. Nam tumultuaria cog-
nitio fleétit potius in contrarium; cruditio, inquam, levitatem, temeritatem;
atque infolentiam tollit, dum omnia pericula & ambigua fimul cum re ipfa
fuggerit 5 rationum & afgumentorum pondera in utramque partem librats
prima quaeque quac fe offerunt animo, eique arrident, pro fufpectis habet;
iterque omne tanquam exploratum inire docet. Eadem admirationem rerum
vanam & nimiam evellit, radicem ipfam omnis infirmi confilii : quippe ad-
miramur res, vel quia novae funt vel quia magnae. Quantum ad novita-
tem, nemo eft qui literas & rerum contemplationem penitusimbiberit, quin
illud cordi imprefflum habeat, N7/ novi fuper terram. Neque enim pu-
parum ludum quifquam magnopere mirabitar, qui pone aulaca caput in-
ferens, organa quibus moventur, & filamenta cernit.  Quantum ad magni-
tudinem, quemadmodum Alexander Magnus; ingentibus proeliis & victoriis
in Afia affiietus, cum interdum acciperet e Graecia literas, de expeditionibus
& dimicationibus quibufdam illic factis, quae plerunque propter pontem
aliquem, aut caftellum, aut ad fimmum pro expugnatione oppidi alicujus’
fufcipiebantur, dicere folebat 5 videri [ibi nuncium allatum de ranarum &
murium pugna, de qua Homerus : Sic certe, qui univerfiratem rerum,
ejufque fabricam intueatur, illi terrae globus, cum hominibus fuperftantibus
(fi divinitatem animarum f{eponas) haud majus quidpiam videbitur, quam
collicylus formicarum ; quarum aliae cum granis, aliae cum ovis fuis, aliae
vacuae,: omines hinc inde circa exiguum pulvifeuli acervum reptant & cur-
fitant, Porro eruditio aufert, aut faltem minuit timorem mortis, atque ad-
verfac fortunae, quo nihil magis virtutibus moribufque officere folet.  Si
cnim animus cujufpiam, contemplatione mortalitatis & rerum naturac cor-
ruptibilis imbutus fuerit & intinftus, juxta cum Epicteto fentiet 5 qui, cum.
pridic cxiens, muliercnlam ob fraGtam ollam plorantem cerneret, poftridie
ctiam exiens aliam mortuum filium deflentem confpiceret, dixits Herz
vidi fragilem frangi, hodie vidi mortalem mori. Quare optime & valde
fapienter Virgilius, cognitionem caufarum cum metus omnis profligatione
copulavit, tanquam concomitantia:

Felix qui potuit rerum vognofcere caufas,
Quigue metus omnes & inexorabile fatum
Subjecit pedibus, [irepitumque Acherontis avari.

Nimis longum effet fingula percurrerc remedia, quae fingulis animi morbis
doltrina fuppeditat; aliquando vitiofos humores expurgans, nonnunquam
obftru-
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obftruClioncs aperiens, alias concoflionem juvans, alias appetitum excitans,

non raro vulnera cjus & ulcera fanans, & fimilia.  Quare concludam cum
hoc quod vidctur rationem habere totius, ita nimirum animum dorinam
difponcre & fle@tere, ut nunquam protinus acquic{cat & ranquam congele-
tur in defe@ibus fuis, quin incitet fe femper, progrcflumque fpiret.  Nefcit
illiteratus, quid fit in fe defcendere, aut {fecum inire rationces, aur quam fia-
vis vita fit, quae indies fentit {e fierk meliorem 5 i qua foree virture prac-
ditus fit, cam venditabit {cilicet & ubique fpectandam exponct, eaque utetur
forfitan commode, quam tamen excolere & augere negligit,  Rurfus, {i quo-
vitio laborat, artem atque induftriam illud celandi atque occultandi, mini-
me autem corrigendi; adhibebit; tanquam malus meffor, qui perpetuo de-
metit, falcem autem nunquam exacuits litcratus contra, non tantum utitur
animo virtutefque cxcrcet, fed continuo emendat fe & in virtute proficit.
Imo ut in fumma dicam, pro certo eft, veritatem & bonitatem diftingui tan-
tum, ficut figillum & impreflionem; nam veritas bonitatem fignat: Et
contra, vitiorum ac perturbationum procellae, ex crroris & falfitatis nubibus
erumpunt.

A virtute tranfcamus ad potentiam & imperium, & difpiciamus, fi ufpiam
inveniatur tanta potentia & regnum, quanta eruditio hominis naturam in-
veftit & coronat. Videmus, dignitatem imperandi fequi dignitatem ejus, cui
#mperatur.  Imperinm in belluas & pecora, quale bubulcorum aut opi-
lionum, res vilis: imperium in pueros, quale ludimagiftrorum, minus ho-
norificum: imperium in mancipia, potius dedecori eft, quam honori: ne-
que multo pracitantius eft imperius tyrannorum, in poulum fervilem, arque
animis & generofa indole exutum. Unde hoc femper manavit judicium,
honores in liberis monarchiis, aut rebufpublicis fuaviores efle, quam fub
tyrannis; quia imperium honorificum magis fupra volentes eff, quam fupra
nvitos & coactos. Ideoque Virgilius, cum ex intimo artificio inter humanos
honores longe vellet optimos expromere, quos Augufto Caefari aflignaret,
in haec ipfa verba loquitur : ‘

Viétorque volentes
Per populos dat jura, viamque affeitat Olympo.

Aft imperium f{cientize, longe celfius eft quam imperium in voluntatetn,
lcet liberam & non aftridtam. Illa cnim rationi, fidei & intelle@tui ipfi do-
minatur, qui eft altiflima pars animi & voluntatem ipfam regit. Etenim
nulla proculdubio terrena eft poteftas, quae in f{piritibus hominum & ani-
mabus, eorumquc cogitationibus & phantafiis, affenfu quoque & fide, thro-
num & quaft cathedram fuam erigit & collocat, practer do&trimam & {ci-
entiam. Ac idcirco videmus deteftabilem illam, & immenfam dele&ationem,
qua hacrefiarchae, falfi prophetac & impoftores magni perfunduntur & ra-
piuntur, poftquam fenferint, in fide & confcientiis hominum coepifie fe
regnare: tantam certe, ut qui eam femel deguftaverit, nullis fere perfecutionibus
aut tormentis adigi poflit, ut hoc regno fe abdicet. Sicut autem hoc illud
eft, quod in Apocalypli dicitur, Abyffus five profunda Satamae: Ita c
contrario, juftus & legitimus in animos hominum dominatus, veritatis ipfa
evidentia ac commendatione dulciflima ftabilitus, fane quam proxime ad
poteftatis divinae {fimilitudinem accedit.

Quonb ad fortunas & honores fpeétat, munificentia do&rinae non fic regna
integra & refpublicas locupletat & ditat, ut non hominum etiam privatorum
fortungs & opes amplificet & evehat.  Vetus enim obfervatio eft, Homerum

pluribuys
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pluribus fuppeditaflc vidtum, quam Syllam, Cacfarem, aur Auguftum,
_licet tot congiaria, tot donativa, tot agrorum aflignationes largiti fint.  Certe
difficile di¢tu cft, arma an literac plurium fortunas conftitverint.  Quin fi
de fumma poteftate loquamur, videmus; i arma, aut jus hacreditatis reg-
num contulerunt, at literarum forti faepius ceflit facerdotium, quod regni
femper fuit rivale. )

Rursus, fi deleftationem jucunditatemque {cicntiae intuearis, multum
fanc illa voluptates alias omnes exuperat.  Quid cnimy? num forte afe&uum
voluptates tanto intervallo obleCtamenta fenfuum excedent, quanto voti
affecutio felix cantiunculam aut coenam : & non pari gradatione intelle-
&us voluprates, eas quae funt affetuum, tranfcendent? In cacteris obie-
Qationibus fatictas cft finitima, & poftquam paulo invctcraverint, flos ip-
farum & venuftas marcefcit : quo docemur non illas liquidas revera volup-
tatcs ac finceras fuiffe, fcd umbras tantum & fallacias voluptatum, non
tam qualitate {ua, quam novitate jucundas : unde & voluptarii facpius fi-
unt monachi, & ambitioforum principum feneGus triftior fere eft & me-
lancholia obfefla.  Scicntiac autem non eft fatietas, verum & fruendi & ap-
petendi perpetuo & fubinde recurrens viciflitudo; ut necefie fic hujus
dele@ationis bonum fimplex effe, non cx accidente, aut cum fraude. Ne-
que illa voluptas, quam depingit Lucretius, ultimam in animo locum for-
titur,

Suave mari magno turbantibus aequora ventis, &-c.

Suave eft [(peftaculum (inquit) fantem aut ambulantem in littore, navem
intueri tempeftate in mari jattatam : [uave itidem ex edita turri duas
cernere acies concurfantes in planitie : at nil dulcius eft homini, quam
mens. per doitrinam in arce veritatis collocara, unde aliorum errores &

labores difpicere pofit.

DENIQUE, ut mittamus vulgaria illa argumenta, quod per do&rinam fci-
licet, homo homini in eo praeftat, in quo ipfé brutis : quod ope doltrinac
afcendat homo intelle¢tu ufque ad coelos, quo corpore non poteft, & alia
fimilia : cum eo concludamus bono hanc differtationem de literarum excel-
lentia, ad quod humana natura'ante omnia afpirat, hoc eft, immortalitate &
acternitate. Huc enim fpetant procreatio fobolis, nobilitatio familiac, aedifi-
cia, fundationes, monumenta, fama, ac denique humanorum votorum fumma.
Atqui videmus monumenta ingenii & cruditionis, quanto diutius durent quam
ca, quac opere & manu facta funt. Annop Homeri carmina viginti quinque
annorum centurias & {upra, abfque unius fyllabac aut literae jactura, dura-
verunt ? Quo fpatio innumera palatia, templa, caftella, urbes, collapfa funt
aut diruta ; pi&urac ac ftatuae Cyri, Alexandri, Cacfaris, imo regum & prin-
cipum multo recentiorum, nullo jam funt modo parabiles: Archetypa cnim
ipfa jamdudum confeta vetuftate perierunt s cxempla autem indies primigenia
fimilitudine mul&antur. At ingeniorum imagines perpetuo intcgrae manentin
libris, nullis temporum injuriis obnoxiae, utpote quac jugem renovationem
recipere poffunt: quanquam ncc imagines dici propric poflint, quia perpetuo
generant quodammodo, {eminaque fua in animos hominum fpargunt, atque
actatibus, fubfequentibus infinitas adtiones opintonefque fufcitant & progi-
gnunt.  Quod {t navis inventum, res cxiftimata tam nobilis & admirabilis
fuerit, quae opes mercefque hinc inde tranfportat, regiones locis disjun&ifli-
mas participatione fru¢tuum & commodorum confociat; quanto rectius
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literac celebrari debent, quae tanquam naves fulcantes occanum temporis
rematiflima faecula ingeniorum & invéntorum commercio & focictate copu-
lant ? Porro videmus, nonnullos philofophorum, qui maxime immerfi erant
fenfibus, minimeque divini, atque immortalitatem animae praefracte nega-
bant; hoc tamen vi veritatis adattos conceflifle, quofcunque motus & actus
anima humana abfque corporis organo pracftare poflit, eos etiam poft mor-
tem permanere probabile eflc: quales nimirum erant intelleGtus, minime
autem affeGtuum motus. Adeo fcilicet {Cientia immortalis vifa eft res illis
atque incorruptibilis. Nos autem, quibus divina revelatio illuxit, concul-
cantes haec rudimenta atque offucias fenfuum, novimus non folum men-
tem fed & affetus perpurgatos, neque animam tantum fed etiam corpus,
ad immortalitatem affumptum irifuo tempore. Sed enim meminerint homi-

‘nes, & nunc & dlias ubi opus fuerit, me in probationibus de dignitate fci-
. R e i . ik ‘ " o« B
‘entiae, inde ab initio fejunkifle teftimonia divina ab humanis; quam metho-

dum conftanter retinui, feparatim utrumque explicans.

QuaMVIs verd haec ita fint, nequaquim tamen hoc mihi fumo, neque
me conféqui pofle confido, ut ulld caufac hujus pro doltrina peroratione
aut dltione judicia refcindam 3 vel AEfopici galli, qui granum hordci gem-
mae practulit; vel Midae, qui cum arbiter factus eflet inter Apollinem
Mufarum, & Panem ovium pracfidem, opulentiae palmam detulit; vel Pa-
fidis, qui, {preta {apientia dc potentia, primas voluptati & amori dedit ; vel
Agrippinac cligentis, Occidat matrem modo imperet, imperium licet cum
conditione deteftanda pracoptantiss vel Ulyflis, qui vetulam praetulit im-
mortalitatis typi certe corum, qui confuieta optimis pracponunt ; plurima-
que ejufimodi judicia popularia : Haec enim antiquum obtinebunt : Verum
& illud etiam manebit, cui innixa eft {femper dottrina tanquam firmiflimo

furidamento, quodque nunquam labefattari poterit, Fuftificata eft fupien-
tia a filiis fuis.

FRAN-
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AD REGEM SUUM,

ONSENTANEUM videri poflit, tametfi non raro fecus eye-

niat, (rex optime) ut, qui fobole numerofa aui funt, quique

immortalitatem fuam in pofteris ipforum quafi profpectant, prac

cacteris mortalibus fint folliciti de ftatu futurorum temporum ; ut-
pote quibus, fatis intelligunt, chariflima illa {ua tandem debere pignora tran{-
mitti, Elizabetha regina, propter vitam coeclibem hofpes potius in mun-
do, quam incola fuit; {ua quidem tempora ornavit & in multis beavit. Enim-
vero tuac majeftati, (cui Deus pro benignitate fua dedit tot fufcipere libe-
ros, dignos certe qui te perpetuent, cujufque aetas vigens & torus foecun-
dus, adhuc plures pollicetur) ufquequaque convenit, non modo tuum (quod
facis) facculum irradiare; verum etiam ad illa curas tuas extendere, quae
memoria omnis alat, quaeque ipfa intueatur acternitas. Inter ea autem (ni-
fi fludium meum crga literas me fallit) nil dignius eft aut nobilius quam fi
dotetur orbis terrarum augmentis {cientiarum folidis & fruétuofis. Quoufque
enim tandem pauculos aliquos {criptores ftatuemus nobis tanquam Columnas
Herculis, ne plus ultra in doétrinis progrediamur, cum habeamus majeftatem
tuam, inftar lucidi & benigni fideris, quod nos inter navigandum conducat
& fortunect ?

Ur igitur ad rem redeamus : recolamus jam & nobifcum perpendamus,
quid principes viri aliique, hucufque ad literarum amplificationem attulerint,
quid practermiferint 2 Hoc autem prefle & diftinéte excutiamus, fermone
quodam adtivo & mafculo, nufquam digrediendo, nil amplificando. Pona-
tur igitur illud, (quod quivis concedat) opera quaeque maxima & difficil-
lima, vel pracmiorum amplitudine, vel confiliorum prudentia & fanitate,
vel laborum conjunétione fuperari: Quorum primum conatum extimulat,
fccundum ambages & errores tollit, tertium mortalium fragilitati {uccurrit.
At inter haec tria merito primas tenet, Confilii prudentia & fanitas ; hoc
cft, monftratio & delincatio viae reCtac & proclivis, ad rem quae proponi-
tur, peragendam. Claudus enim (quod dici folet) iz via, antevertit cur-
Jforem extra viam: Et Solomon perappofite ad hanc rem: Ferrum fg
retufum fuerit, viribuys utendum majoribus : quod vero [uper ommia
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praevalet, eft fapientia. Quibus verbis innuit, medii prudentem eleGtionens
cificacius conducerc ad rem, quam virium aut intentionem aut accumulati-
onem. Haec ut dicam illud impellit, quod (falvo femper corumt honore,
qui de literls quomodocunque meraerunt) perfpic;io atque animadverto, o-
pera eorum atque afta pleraque, ad magnificentiam potius & nominis fui
memoriam, quam ad f{cientiarum iplarum profettum & augmenta fpectafic
& literatornm potius numerum auxiffe, quam artibus ipfis multum incre-
menti attuliflc.

AcTIoNES autem & opera, quae ad literas amplificandas pertinent, cir-
ca tria verfantur obje&a: Circa literarum fedes; circa libros; & circa per-
forias eruditorum.  Quemadmodum enim aqua, five ex cqeleﬁi rore defcen-
dens, five ex fontibus {caturiens, facile difperditur & difpergitur, nifi colligatur
in aliqua receptacula, ubi per unionem & congregationem f{e {uftentare & fo-
vere poflit, (quem in finem excogitavit folertia humana aquaeduétus, cifternas,
ftagna, eaque ctiam variis ornamentis condecoravit, quac magnificentiae &
dignitati, non minus quam ufui & neceflitati deferviant) fimiliter liquor ifte
fcientize pretiofiflimus, five a divina infpiratione deftillet, five e fenfibus
exiliar, mox periret omnis atque evanefceret, nifi confervaretur in libris,
traditionibus, colloquiis, ac praecipue in locis certis his rebus deftinatis,
quales {unt academiae, collegia, fcholae, ubi & permanentes habeat fedes
& crefeendi infuper & fe congregandi copiam & facultatem.

Ac primo, opera, quac ad mufarum fedes {petant, quatuor numeran-
tur : AEdificiorum ftructura; proventuum dotatio s privilegiorum concef-
fio s difciplinac lex & inflitutios quac omnia ad feceflum & otium (ut pluri-
mum) conferunt & ad vacationem a curis & moleftiis : qualia funt quac ad al-
vearia conflituenda, in ufum mellis, requirit Virgilius

Principio [edes apibus [latioque petends,
Quo neque fit ventis aditus, &c. :

AT opera circa libros duo funt praecipua. Primuym bibliothecae, in qui-
bus tanquam maufoleis, prifcorum fanétorum reliquiae, virtutis plenae, con-
ditae funt. Secundo, novae editiones auctorum, emendatioribus impreflio-
nibus, fidelioribus verfionibus, ultilioribus commentariis, annotationibus
magis diligentibas, & hujufmodi famulitio, inftrutae & ornatae.

PorRO opera, quac literatorum hominum perfonas refpiciunt, (praetet-
quam quod ipfi ornandi {int & promovendi) funt etiam duo : Remuneratio
& defignatio leCtorum, in artibus jamdudum inventis & cognitis; & re-
munecratio ac defignatio fcriptorum, circa eas doétrinae partes, quae non fa-
tis hattenus excultae aut elaboratae funt.

Haec fummatim opera funt & aéta, in quibus inclytorum principum,
aliorumque illuftriom virorum promerita, erga rem literariam claruerunt.
De particulari alicujus commemoratione, qui de literis bene meruit, cogi-
tanti, occurrit illud Ciceronis, quod eum, poft reditum fuum, ad gratias
promifcuc agendas impulit; difficile non aliquem ingratum quenquam
practerire. Potius, (ex {cripturarum confilio) fpatium intueamur, quod
adhue reftat in fladio decurrendum s quam oculos refleftamus ad ea, quae
atergo jampridem reliquimus.

Pr1MUM igitur, inter tot totius Europae collegia, praeclariflime fundata,
omnia illa certis profeflionibus deftinata effe demiror, nulla liberis atque
univerfalibus-artium & fcientarum ftudiis dedicata. Nam fi quis judicet

doctrinam
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do&rinam omnem referendam effe ad ufum & adlionem, reéte fapit: Ve-
runtamen facile eft, ifto modo prolabi in errorem illum, quem fabuld
perantiqua perflringit; in qua caetera corporis membra litem ventriculo
intenderunt, quod neque motum pracberet, ut artus, neque fenfum ut
caput : quamvis interea alimentum coftum atque confettum ventriculus
ille in reliquum corpus divideret : plane eodem modo, qui in philofo-
phia ac contemplationibus univerfalibus pofitum omne fludium, inane
atque ignavum arbitratur, non animadvertit, fingulis profeflionibus &
artibus, exinde fuccum & robur fuppeditari. Atque certe perfiiafum ha-
beo, hanc ipfam haud minimam caufam fuiffe, cur felicior do&rinae pro-
greflus hucufque retardatus fir; quod opera hifce fundamentalibus {cientiis
navata fit tantum in tranfitu, ncque hauftus pleniores inde epoti. Nam fi
arborem folito fructuofiorem fieri cupias, de ramis medicandis fruftra cogi-
taveris 5 terra ipfa circa radicem fubigenda & gleba lactior admovenda,
aut nihil egeris. Neque rurfus filentio praetermittendum eft, hanc collegio-
rum & focietatum, in ufum tantummodo dolrinae profefloriae, dedicati-
onem, non folum fcientiarum incrementis inimicam fuifle, fed etiam in
regnorum & rerumpublicarum detrimentum cefliffle.  Hinc enim fieri folet
nr principes deleCtum habituri miniftrorum, qui rebus civilibus tractan-
dis fint idonei s ¢jufmodi hominum miram folitudinem circa fe reperiant;
propterca quod non habeatur educatio aliqua collegiata, in hos ufus de-
ftinata, ubi fcilicet homines a natura ad hoc fadi & comparati, (practer
artes alias) hiftoriae, linguis modernis, libris & tratatibus politicis, prae-
cipue incumbant ; ut inde ad civilia munera magis habiles & inftru@i ac-
cedant.

QuoniaM vero fundatores collegiorum plantant, praele&tionum verg
rigant, fequitur jam ordine, ut dicam quid in publicis lettionibus defidere-
tur : nimirum, improbo vel maxime tenuitatem flipendiorum, pracle&ori-
bus five artium five profeflionum, (praefertim apud nos) aflignatam. In-
terclt enim inprimis progreflus in {cientiis, ut leétores in uhoquoque gene-
re ex optimis inftruétiflimifque eligantur: utpote quorum opera, non in
ufum tranfitorium, fed ad fufficiendam fobolem fcientiac in faccula adhi-
beatur. Id fieri nequit, nifi praemia & conditiones tales conftituantur,
quibus eminentiflimus quifque in ea arte plane contentus efle poflit 5 ut
illi demum grave non f{it, in eodem munere immori, neque prafticam co-
gitet. Quocirca {cientiae ut floreant, militaris lex fervanda Davidis; #z
aequa effet pars defcendentis ad proelium, & manentis ad farcinas : Sar-
cinis male aliter profpetum erit.  Sic lectores in f{cientiis funt tanquam
confervatores & cuftodes totius literarii apparatus, unde praxis & militia
dcinceps {cientiarum inftruatur : proinde aequum eft, ut merces ipforum
lucra practicorum exacquare poflit. Aliter fi patribus {cientiarum praemia
non conftituantur fatis ampla & luculenta, eveniet illud s

Et patrum invalidi referent jejunia nati.

DEeFECTUM nunc notabo alium, in quo alchymifta quifpiam in auxilium
advocandus foret; cum id genus hominum ftudiofis authores fint, ut libros
vendant, fornaces extruant, Minervam ac mufas (tanquam virgines fteriles)
deferant, ac Vulcano fe applicent. Fatendum eft enimvero, tam ad penc-
tralia contemplationis quam ad operativae fructum, in nonnullis {cientiis,
(pracfertim naturali philofophia & medicina) haud unica fubfidia e libris
petenda effe.  Qua in re neutiquam omnino ceffavit munificentia hominumj

quippe
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quippe videmus, non libros magis, quam fphaeras, globos, aftrolabia,
mappas & alia fimilia, ut adminicula quaecdam aftronomiac & cofimogra-
phiae, comparari & ftudio praeberi. Videmus etiam, loca nonnulla, medi-
cinae ftudio dicata, hortos habere pro fimplicium cujufque generis infpeétio-
ne & notitia; nec ufu mortuorum corporum ad obfervationes anatomicas
deftitui. Cacterum haec ad pauca fpeftant. In gencre pro certo habeatur,
magnos, in rebus naturae abditis eruendis & referandis, progreflus vix fieri
pofle, nifiad experimenta, five Vulcani five Daedali, (fornacis fcilicer, aut
machinae, vel cujufcunque alterius generis,) {umptus abunde fuppeditentur,
Ideoque ficut principum fecretariis & emiflariis conceditur exhibere rationes
expenfarum pro diligentiis fuis, in explorando & eruendo res novas & arcana
civilia; fimiliter & exploratoribus ac {peculatoribus naturae fatisfacicndum
de expenfis fuis; alias de quamplurimis {citu digniflimis nunquam fiemus
certiores.  Si enim Alexander magnam vim pecuniae fuppeditavit Ariftoteli,
qua conduceret venatorcs, aucupes, pifcatores & alios, quo inftrutior
accederet ad confcribendam hiftoriam animalium, certe majus quiddam
debetur iis, qui non in faltibus naturae pererrant, fed in labyrinthis artium
viam {ibi aperiunt.

DEerEcTUS ctiamnum alius nobis obfervandus, (magni certe momenti ;)
negletus quidam eft, in academiarum reftoribus, confultationis; in re-
gibus five fuperioribus, vifitationis, in hunc finem, ut diligenter confidere-
tur & perpendatur, utrum pracletiones, difputationes, aliaque exercitia
{cholaftica, antiquitus inftituta & ad noftra ufque tempora ufitata, conti-
nuare fuerit ex ufu, vel potius antiquare, aliaque meliora fubftituere. Et-
cnim inter majeftatis tuae canones prudentiflimos, illum reperios [f» ommni
vel confuetudine, vel exemplo, tempora [pectanda funt, quando primum
res coepta: in quibus [i vel confufio regnaverit wvel infcitia, derogat
illnd imprimis authoritati rerum, atque ommia reddit fufpecta. Quam-
obrem, quandoquidem academiarum inftituta plerunque originem trax-
erint a temporibus, hifce noftris haud paulo obfcurioribus & indoctioribuss
eo magis convenit, ut examini denuo {ubjiciantur. Exemplum in hoc ge-
nere, unum aut alterum proponam; in rebus quae maxime obviae videntur
& familiares. Pro more receptum cft, (licet, uti mihi videtur, perperam)
ut literarum ftudiofi logicam, & rhetoricam, praepropere nimis addifcants
artes fane provectioribus magis convenientes, quam pueris & tironibus.
Etenim hae duae, {i vere res perpendatur, funt ex artibus graviflimis; cum
{fint artes art:um, altera ad judicium altera ad ornatum. Quinetiam re-
gulam & normam continent, res & materiam fubje¢tam vel difponendi vel
illuftrandi.  Ideoque id agere, ut mentes rerum ignarae & rudes, (quac-
que nondum id collegerunt, quod a Cicerone fylva vel fupellex appella-
tur, id eft, materiem & copiam rerum,) initium ab iftis {cientiis {umant;
(ac fi quis difcere vellet ponderare, vel metiri, vel ornare ventum:) haud
aliud profetto parit, quam ut harum artium virtus & facultas (quae permag-
nae funt & latiflime diffufacs) fere contemptac jaceant, atque vel in puecrilia
fophifimata affectationefque ridiculas degencraverint, vel faltem exiftimatione
fua haud parum mul&atae fint. Quinctiam praematura & intempeftiva ad
has artes acceflio dilutam carum atque jejunam traditionem ac traétationem

neceflario fecum traxit, qualis nimirum captui puerorum adaptetur.  Alte-

rum exemwplum (quod adducam) erroris, qui in academiis jam diu invete-
ravit, ejufmodi eft; quod fcilicet inventionis atque memoriae, in exercitiis
fcholafticis, fieri {olet nimio plus noxium divortium: Illic fiquidem oratio-
nes pleracque, aut omnine pracmeditatac funt, adco ut conceptis verbis

proferantur
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proferantur & inventioni nihil relinquatur; aut plane extemporariae, ut
perpatum relinquatur memoriae: (cum in vita gommuni & praxi, rarus it
alterutrius iftorum ufus {eorfim, fed potius mixtura ipforum; id cft, nota-
rum {ive commentariorum, atque dictionis fubitae) ita ut hoc pa&to ex-
ercitia ad praxim haud {int accommodata, nec imago refpondeat vitac.
Illud autem in exercitiis perpetuo tenendum eft; ut omnia (quam fieri
poteft) maxime repraefentent ca, quac in vita agi folent: alioqui motus
& facultates mentis pervertent non praeparabunt. Hujus autem rei veri-
tas non obfcure cernitur, cum academici ad praxim fuarum profeflionum,
vel alia civilis vitae munia fe accingant: quod cum faciunt, hunc, de
quo loquimur, defe&tum, ipfi in fe cito deprehendunt, fed citius etiamnum
alii. Caeterum hanc partem, de inftitutorum academicorum emendatione,
claufula illa (ex Caefaris quadam ad Oppium & Balbum cpiftola defumpta)
concludam: Hoc quemadmodnm fier: poflit, nonnulla mihi in mentem
veniunt, & multa reperiri poffunt : de iis rebus rogo ves, ut cogitationens
Sufcipiatis.

ALTER defettus, quem obfervo, altius paulo quam praecedens afcendit,
Quemadmodum cnim doctrinarum progreflio, haud parum in prudenti re-
gimine & inftitutione academiarum fingularum confiftit; ita magnus ad
hoc cumulus accedere poflit, fi academiac univerfae, per totam Europam
fparfac, ar@tiorem conjun&tionem & ncceflitudinem contraherent.  Sunt
enim, uti videmus, multi ordines & fodalitia, quae licet regnis & fpatiis
longinquis disjun&ta fint, tamen focietatem & tanquam fraternitatem inter
fe ineunt & colunt; adeo ut habeant praefetos (alios provinciales, alios
generales,) quibus omnes parent. Et certe, quemadmodum natura creat
fraternitatem in familiis, artes mechanicac contrahunt fraternitatem in fo-
dalitiis 5 unétio divina {uperinducit fraternitatem in regibus & cpifcopis; vota
& regulae conciliant fraternitatem in ordinibus: eodem modo fieri non
potef’z quin intercedat fraternitas illuftris & generofa, inter homines, per
doétrinas & illuminationes, quandoquidem Deus ipfe Pater luminum
nuncupetutr. _

PostrEMo illud queror (de quo fuperius nonnihil pracmifi) quod vel
nunquam, vel raro admodum, publica aliqua extiterit defignatio virorum i-
doncorum, qui vel fcriberent vel inquifitionem inftituerent, de illis fcien-
tiarum partibus, in quibus fatis adhuc non fuerit elaboratam. Cui rei illud
inferviet quam maxime, fi tanquam luftrum condatur dorinarum; & cen-
{us excipiatur, quac ex illis locupletes fint & majorcni in modum au&ae,
gpae autem inopes & deftitutac. Opinio enim copiae, inter caufas inopiac
cft; atque multitudo librorum luxuriae potius quam penuriae indicium
quoddam prae fe fert. Quae tamen redundantia (fi quis reéte judicet) neu-
tiquam delendis antehac {criptis libris, fcd novis melioribus edendis tolli
debet, qui cjus generis fint, ut, tanquam ferpens Mofis, ferpentes magornm
dcvorent.

HoruM, quos cnumeravimus, omnium defeGuum remedia, practet
illius poftremi, quin etiam ejufdem poftremi, quoad partem cjus altivam,
quac fpectat ad defignationem f{cribentium, opera funt vere bafilica: Erga
quae, privati alicujus conatus & induftria, fere fic fe Rabeat ur Mercurius
in bivio: qui digitum poteft in viam intendere, pedem inferre non poteft.
At fpeculativa illa pars, quacad cxamen do¢trinarum (quid nimirum in fin-
gulis dcfideretur) pertinet, ctiam induftriac hominis privati patet. Mihi
igitur in animo cft, perambulationem dodtrinarum & luftrationem gencralem

&
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& fidelem aggredi, praccipue cum inquifitione fedula & accurata, quacn‘arg«i
caram partes negle&ac incultacque jaceant, hominum induftria nondum
fubaftac & ad ufum converfac; ut hujufmodi delineatio & regiftratio, &
publicis defignationibas & privatorum {pontancis laboribus facem accendar.
In quo nihilominus confilium eft, hoc tempore omifliones duntaxar & defi-
derata notarc; non autem errores & infelicitates redarguere : Aliud enim cft
mculta loca indicare, aliud culturae modum corrigere.

Quam quidem ad rem, cum me comparo & accingor; non fum nefcius,
quantum opus moveam, quamque difficilem provinciam fuftincam ctiam
quam fint vires minime voluntati pares: attamen magnam in {fpem venio, f
ardentior mens erga literas amor me longius provexerit, ufurum me excu-
fationc affettuss quia non fimul cuiquam conceditur, amare & fapere.
Nefcius cquidem non fum, candem judicii libertatem aliis relinquendam,
quam ipfe ufurpaverim. Equidem libenter acque acceperim ab aliis, ac
impertiverim, humanitatisillud officium: Nam quz erranti comiter monfirat
viam, ¢re. Profpicio etiam animos complura ex illis, quae tanquam omiffa & de--
fiderata m regiftrum hoc noftrum referre vifum fuerit, in diverfas cenfiiras
incurfufa: alia feilicet quod fint dudum perata & jam extent: alia quod
curiofitatem fapiant & fruétumy promittant percxilem : alia quod nimis ardua
exiftant & fere impoflibilia quac ab hominibus abfolvantur.  Ad priora duo
quod attinet, res ipfac pro fe caufam agent; circa poftremum de impoflibi-
litate ita ftatuo: ca omnia poflibilia & pracftabilia cenfenda, quae ab ali-
quibus perfici poflint, licet non a quibufvis; & quae a multis conjunéim,
licet non ab unos & quae in fucceflione facculérum, licet non eodem aevos;
& denique quae publica cura & fumptu, licet non opibus & induftria fin-
gulorum.  Si quis tamen fit, qui malit Solomonis illud ufurpare : Dicst piger,
leo eft in via; quam illud Virgilii: Poffunt, quia poffe videntur: Satis
mihi erit, {i labores mei, inter vota tantum five optata melioris notae habe-
antur.  Sicut enim haud omnino rei imperitum effe oportet, qui quaeftio-
nem appofite inflituats ita nec fenfis inops videatur, qui haudquaquam
abfurda optaverit.

CAP L

Partitio univerfalis doltrinae humanae in hifforiam, posfim, philofo-
phiam, [ecundum tres intellectus facultates, memoriam, phantafiam,
rationem; quodque eadem partitiv competat etiam theologicis.

ARTITIO do&rinae humanae ca eft veriffima, quac fumitur ex tri-
plici facultate animae rationalis, quae do&rinae fedes eft: Hiftoria
ad memoriam refertur, poefis ad phantafiam, philofophia ad rationem.

Per poéfim autem, hoc loco intelligimus non aliud, quam hiftoriam confitam,
five fabulas. Carmen enim ftyli quidam character eft, atque ad artificia
orationis pertinets de quo fuo loco.

HisTorIA propric individuorum eff, quae circumfcribuntur loco &
tempore.  Etfi enim hiftoria naturalis circa fpecies verfari videatur; tanien
hoc fit ob promifcuam rerum naturalium, (in plurimis) fub uma {pecie,
fimilitudinem s ut flunam noris, omnes noris. Sicubi autem individua re-
periantur, quac aut unica funt in fua fpecie, veluti fol & luna; aur a

{pecie
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fpccic infigniter defle€tunt, ut monftra 5 non minus recte conttitnitur narratio
de 1llis in hlﬁoua naturali, quam de hominibus fingularibus in hiftoria civili.
Haec autem omnia ad memoriam f{pectant.
PoEsis, co fenfu quo dictum eft, etiam individuorum eft; confitorum
ad ﬁmlhtuumcm illorum, quae in hlﬁorla vera memorantur : ita tamen ut
modum faepius excedat, & quac in rerum natura nunquam conventura aut
eventura fuiffent, ad l1b1tum componat & introducat; quemadmodum facit
& pittoria. Quod quidem phantaf ac opus eft.

PHiLosorHI1A individua dimittit 5 neque 1mp1€ﬁ10nes primas individuo-
rum, fed notiones ab illis abfirattas complectitur ; atque in iis componendis
& leldCIldlS ex lege maturae & rerum Ipfarum ecvidentia, verfatur. At
que hoc prorfus officium eft atque opificlum rationis,

HaEec autem ita fe habere, {i quis intellettualium origines petat, facile
cernet. Individua fola fenfum percellunt, qui intellettus janua eft. Indi-
viduorum corum imagines five lmprcﬁioncs a fenfu exceprae, figuntur in
memoria, atque abeunt in ecam, a principio tanquam integrae, codem quo
occurrunt modo : Eas poftea recolit, & ruminat anima humana 5 quas dein-
ceps aut fimpliciter recenfet 5 aut lufin quodam imitatur ; aut componendo
& dividendo digerit. Itaqueliquido conftat, ex tribus his fontibus, memoriae,
phantafiae & rationis, cfle tres illas emanationes, hiftoriae, pofeos, & philo-
fophiac; nec alias aut plures efle pofie. Etenim hiftoriam & experientiam
pro cadem re habemus; quemadmodum etiam philofophiam & {cientias.

NEQUE alia cenfemus ad theologica partitione opus efle.  Differunt certe
informationes oraculi & fenfus, & re & modo infinuandi : fed fpiritus hu-
manus unus eft, cjufque arculae & cellae eacdem. Fit itaque;, ac {i diverfi
liquores, atque per diverfa infundibula, in unum atque idem vas recipian-
tur. Quarc & theologia, aut ex hiftoria facra conftat; aut ex parabolis,
quac inftar divinac pocfeos funt ; aut ex pracceptis & dogmatibus, tanquam
perenni quadam philofophia. Quod enim ad eam partem pertinet, quae
redundare videtur, prophetiam videlicet, ca hiftoriac genus ¢ft : quandoqui-
dem hiftoria divina, ea polleat fupra humanam praerogativa, ut narratio fa-
¢tum praccedere non minus quam fequi poflit.

CAP IL
Partitio hiftoriae in naturalem & civilem, ecclefiaftica & literaria ﬁlé

civili comprebenfa. Partitio hiftoriae naturalis in hiftoriam genera-
' tionum, practer- -generationum, & artium.

ISTORIA aut naturalis eft, aut civilis: in naturali, naturae res ge-
. ftac & facinora memorantur; in civili, hominum. Elucent procul-
dubio divina in utrifque, fed magis in civilibus, ut etiam propriam hifto-
riac fpeciem conftituant, quam facram aut ecclefiafticam appellarc confue-
vimus. Nobis vero ctiam ea videtur literarum & artium dignitas, ut iis
hiftoria propria feorfum attribui debeat; quam fub hiftoria civili (quemad-
modum & ecclefiafticam) comprehendi intelligimus.

PartitioNEM hiftoriae naturalis moliemur ex flatu & conditione ipfius
naturae, quac in triplici ftatu pofita invenitur, & tanquam regimen trinum
fubit. Aut cnim libera eft natura, & curfu confueto fe explicans, ut in coc-
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lis, animalibus, plantis & univerfo naturac apparatu; aut a pravitatibus &
infolentiis materiae contumacis, & ab impedimentorum violentia, de fta-
tu {uo detruditur, ut in monfiris; aut denique ab artc & opera humana
conftringitur & fingitur, & tanquam novatur, ut in artificialibus.  Sit ita-
que partitio hiftoriae naturalis in hiftoriam gencrationum ; praeter-generatio-
num, & artium; quam poftremam, etiam mechanicam & experimentalem
appellare confuevimus. Harum prima libertatem natarae tractat : {ecunda
errores: tertia vincula. Libenter autem hiftoriam artium, ut hiftoriac natu-
ralis fpeciem, conftituimus: quia inveteravit prorfus opinio, ac fi aliud
quippiam effet ars a natura, artificialia a naturalibus: unde illud malum,
quod plerique hiftoriae naturalis fcriptores, perfuntos fe putent, fi hifto-
riam animalium, aut plantarum, aut mineralium confecerint, omiflis artium
mechanicarum experimentis. Sed & illabitur etiam animis hominum aliud
fubtilius malum ; nempe, utars cenfeatur folummodo tanquam additamen-
tum quoddam naturae, cujus {cilicet ea {it vis, ut naturam (fane) vel incho-
atam perficere, vel in deterius vergentem emendare, vel impeditam liberares
minime vero penitus vertere, tranfmutare, aut in imis concutere poflit: Quod
ipfum rebus humanis pracproperam defperationem intulit. At contra, illud
animis hominum penitus infidere debuerat; artificialia a naturatibus, non
forma aut eflentia, fed efliciente folummodo differres homini quippe in na-
turam, nullius rei poteftatem efle, practerquam motus, ut {cilicet corpora
naturalia aut admoveat aut amoveat. Ubi igitur datur admotio corporum
naturalium, aut remotio, conjungendo (ut vocant) activa paflivis, omnia po-
teft homo; ubi non datur, nihil: neque intereft, {i res ponantur in ordine
ad aliquem effetum, utrum hoc fiat per hominem, vel ablque homine. Au-
rum aliquando excoquitur igne, aliquando in arenulis purum invenitur, mi-
niftrante {ibi ipfi natura: iris fimiliter fit cx nube rofcida in fublimi; fit
etiam per afperfionem aquae, hicapud nos. Itaque natura omnia regit: fub-
ordinantur autem illa trias curfus naturaes expatiatio naturacs & ars, five
-additus rebus-homo : Ideoque in hiftoria narurali, tria illa comprehendi par
cfts quod etiam C. Plinius magna ex parte fecit; qui hiftoriam naturalem
folus pro dignitate complexus efts fed complexam, minime ut decuit, imo
potius indignis modis traGavit.

HAaruUM prima habetur mediocriter exculta: fequentes duae ita tenui-
ter & inutiliter traGtantur, ut in defideratorum claffe reponendae fint. Ne-
que enim reperias fatis inftrutam & locupletem colleétionem operum na-
turac eorum, quac a curfu ordinario gencrationum, produftionum, & mo-
tuum aberrarunt & deflexerunt : five fint illa foetus certarum regionum aut
locorum fingulares ; five temporum eventus infoliti : five cafuum (ut ait ille)
ingenia: five proprietatum abditarum effe@us: five monadica naturac in fua
fpecic. Nonnegaverim, inveniri libros nimio plures, fabulofis experimentis,
commentitiis fecretis & frivolis impofturis, ad voluptatem & novitatem, re-
fertos; cacterum narrationem gravem & feveram de heteroclitis & mirabi-
libus naturae, diligenter examinatam ac fideliter defcriptam, non, inquam
invenio: praefertim cum debita reje@tione, & publica tanquam profcriptione
mendaciorum & fabularum, quae invaluerunt. Nam ut res fe nunc habet,
fi forte mendacia aliqua circa res naturales obtinuerint & celebrata fint
(five quod tantum poflit reverentia antiquitatis, five quod illa denuo examini,
fubjicere fit moleftum, five quod mirifica fcilicet ornamenta putantur orationis,

propter fimilitudines & comparationes) nunquam poftea exterminaritur aut
retradtantur,

Finis
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F1n1s hujufinodi operis, quod excmplo-fuo decoravit Ariftoteles, nil
minus eft, quam ut curiofis & inanibus ingeniis gratificetur, ficut faciunt
mirabilarii & prodigiaftri: verum duas ob caufas, utramque feriam & gra-
vem; unam, ut axiomatum corrigatur iniquitasi quae plerunque in exem-
plis tritis & vulgatis fundamentum habent; alterdm, quod a miraculis na-
turaec ad miracuia artis cxpeditus fit tranfitus & pervius. Neque cnim
hu:c rei plus ineft negotii, practerquam ut naturde veftigia perfequaris faga-
citer, cum ipfa fponte aberrets ut hoc patto poftca cum tibi libuerit, eam
eodem loci deducere & compellere poflis.  Neque vero pracceperim, ut ex
hiftoria ifta mirabilium, fuperftitiofac narrationes, de maleficiis, fafcinationi-
bus, incantationibus, fomniis, divinationibus & fimilibus, prorfus excludan-
tur, ubi de falto & re gefta liquido conftet. Nondum enim innotuir,
quibus in rebus & quoufque, efteCtus fuperflitioni ateributi ex caufis na-
turalibus participent. Ideoque licet huyjufmodi artium ufum & praxim
merito damnandum cenfeamus, tamen a fpeculatione & confideratione ipfa-
rum, (fi firenue excutiantur) notitiam haud inttilem confequemur, non
folum ad deli¢ta in hoc genere reorum rite dijudicanda; fed etiam ad na-
turac fecreta ulterius rimanda. Neque certe hacfitandum de ingrefiu &
penetratione intra hujufmodi antra & receffus; fi quis fibi unicam veritatis in-
quifitionem proponat; quod & majeftas tua exemplo proprio confirmavit.
Tu enim, duobus illis clariffimis & acutiflimis religionis ac naturalis philofo-
phiac oculis, tales umbras prudenter ac perfpicaciter perluftraftis ut te {oli
fimillimum probaveris, qui polluta loca ingreditur nec tamen inquinatur.
Cacterum illud monuerim, narrationes iftas cum rebus fuperftitiofis conjun-
&as, feorfum componi, neque cum puris & finceris naturalibus commifceri
oportere. Quod vero ad narrationes attinet, circa prodigia & miracula re-
ligionums illa certe aut non utique vera funt, aut nulla ex parte naturaliaj
ideoque ad hiftoriam naturalem non pertinent.

QuaNTUMad hiftoriam naturae {ubactac & faltitiae, quam mechanicam
appellare folemus; invenio fane colleGtiones quafdam de agricultura, etiam
dc artibus compluribus mechanicis: fed quod peflimum cft in hoc genere,
femper negliguntur & rejiciuntur experimenta, in artibus fingulis familiaria
& valgata; quae tamen ad interpretationem naturae acque aut plus faci-
unt quam minus trita. Nam labes quaedam literis afpergi videatur, {i for-
te viri do&i fe {ubmittant inquifitioni aut obfervationi rerum mechanica-
rum, nifi fuerit carum, quae pro arcanis artis aut pro rebus admodum raris
aut fubtilibus reputentur : Quod tam inanis ac fuperciliofae arrogantiae vi-
tium, merito irrifit Plato, quando Hippiam fophiftam jactabundum inducit
cum Socrate difputantem, fincero & folido veritatis inveftigatore : Qui, cum
de pulchritudine fermo inftitutus eflet, pro vago fuo & foluto difputandi
more, primum intulit exemplum virginis pulchrae, dein equae pulchrae,
poftremo ollac fictilis pulchrae & affabre fattac: Hoc ultimo exemplo Hip-
pias commotus, dixit: Stomacharer certe, (nifi humanitatis ratio me eo
adigeret,) cum quoquam difputare, qui exempla tam vilia & fordida al-
legaret. Cui Socrates, Te quidem ita decet, cum tam nitidis [is amiétus
veflibus & pulchris calcess: & alia per ironiam. Enimvero, illud pro
certo afferi poflit, grandia exempla haud optimam aut tutiflimam afferre in-
formationem. Id quod exprimitur non infulfc in pervulgata illa fabula de
philofopho : qui cum ftellas fublatis oculis intucretur, incidit in aquam:
Nam {i oculos demififfet, ftellas illico in aqua videre potuiffer 5 verum fu-
{picicns in coelum, aquam in ftellis videre non potuit. Eodem modo facpe
accidit, ut res minutac & humiles, plus conferant ad notitiam grandium,
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quam grandes ad notitiam minutarum. Bene fiquidem notavit Ariftotcles,
Ciijufque rei naturam in portionibus ejus minimis optime cerni. Quam
ob caufam, reipublicac naturam perfcrutatur primo in familia & in fimpli-if-
fimis combinationibus focietatis, (mariti f{cilicet & uxoris, parentum & li-
berorum, domini & fervi) quae in quolibet tuguriolo occurrunt.  Simili
lane ratione natura hujufce magnac civitatis, (univerfitatis nimirum rerum)
cjufque difpenfatio, in prima quaque fymbolizatione & minimis rcrum por-
tionibus inveftiganda eft: uti fieri videmus, quod fecretum iliud naturae
(habitum pro maximo) de verticitate ferri, taftu magnetis exciti ad polos, fe
confpiciendum praebuit, non in vectibus ferreis, fed in acubus.

Eco vero fi quod fit mei pondus judicii, fic plane ftatuo; Hiftoriae me-
chanicae ufum erga philofophiam naturalem, efle maxime radicalem & fun-
damentalem. Talem intelligo philofophiam naturalem, quae non abeat in
fumos fpeculationum fubtilium aut {ublimium; fed quae eflicaciter opere-
tur, ad fublevanda vitae humanae incommoda. Neque enim ad praefens
tantum juvabit, netendo & transferendo obfervationes unius artis in ufum
aliarum & inde novas commoditates cliciendo: quod neceffe eft fieri, cum
experimenta diverfarum artium in unius hominis obiervationem & confide-
rationem venients fed porro ad caufas rerum indagandas & artium axiomata
deducenda, lucidiorem facem accendet, quuir hattenus unquam affulfit.
Qucmadmodum enim ingenium alicujus haud bene noris, av: prebaris, nift
eum irritaveris; neque Proteus {e in varias rerum facies, vertere {clitus eft,
nifi manicis aréte comprehenfus; fimiliter etiam natura arte irritata & vexata
{e clarius prodit, quam cum {ibi libera permittitut.

ANTEQUAM vero hoc membrum hiftoriac nataralis, (quod mechanicum
atque experimentale vocamus) dimittamus, illud adjiciendum: 5 corpus talis
hiftoriae, non folum ex artibus ipfis mechanicis, verum & ex operativa parte
{cientiarum liberalium, ac fimul ex praticis compluribus, (quae in artem
non coaluerunt) confici debere, ut nihil utile praetermittatur, quod ad
informandum intelle@tum juvat. Atque haec eft hiftoriae naturalis partitio
prima.

CAP IL

Partitio hiftoriae naturalis fecunda, ex ufis & fine fito, in narrativam &
inductivam: Quodque finis nobiliffimus hiftoriae naturalis fit, ut mi-
niftret & in ordine [it ad condendam philofophiam: Quem finem intu-
etur inductiva. Partitio hiftoriae generationum in hiftoriam coelefti-
um : hifloriam meteororum: hiftoriam glob: terrae ¢ maris: hifto-

riam mafarum five collegiorum majorum: & hiftoriam [pecierum five
collegiorum minorum.

I I ISTORIA naturalis ut fubjetto triplex (quemadmodum diximus) ita

ufu duplex eft: Adhibetur enim, aut propter cognitionem rerum ip-
farum, quac hiftoriac mandantur; aut tanquam materia. prima philofophiae.
Atque prior illa, quae aut narrationum jucunditate deleCtat, aut experimen-
torum ufu juvat, atque hujufimodi voluptatis aut fructus gratia quaefita eft,
longe inferioris notae cenfenda, prae ea quae inductionis verae & legitimae
fylva fit atque fupellex, & primam philofophiae mammam praebeat. Rur-
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fus iraque partiemur hiftoriam naturalem, in narrativam & indacivam :
Hanc autem pofteriorem inter defiderata ponimus. Neque vero aciem
mentis alicujus perftringant, aut magna antiquorum nomina, aut magna
recentium volumina. Satis enim fcimus, haberi hiftoriam naturalem mole
amplam, varictate gratam, diligentia facpius curiofam. Attamen {i quis ex
¢a fabulas & antiquitatem & auctorum citationes, & inanes controverfias, phi-
lologiam denique & ornamenta eximat, (quae ad convivales fermones ho-
minumque doftorum noctes, potius quam ad inftituendam philofophiam
fint accommodata,) ad nil magni res recidet. Longe autem profetto abeft
ab ca hiftoria, quam animo metimur. Primo enim dcfiderantur duae illae
hiftoriae naturalis partes, (de quibus modo diximus) practer-gencrationum
& artinm, in quibus nos plurimum ponimus: Deinde in tertia illa (quae re-
‘liqua eft) parte generali, nimirum de generationibus, uni tantum ex quin-
que partibus ejus fatisfacit.  Siquidem hiftoriae generationum conftiruuntur
partes fubordinatae quinque: Prima cocleftium quac phacnomena ipfa fin-
cera complectitur atque feparata a dogmatibus : Secunda metcororum (annu-
merando etiam cometas) & regionum, quas vocant, acris: Neque enim de
cometis, meteoris ignitis, ventis, pluviis, tempeftatibus, & reliquis inveni-
tur aliqua hiftoria, quae ullius fit pretii. Tertia terrae & maris, (quatenus
funt univerfi partes integrales) montium, fluminum, aeftuum, arenarum, fyl-
varum, iafularum, denique figurae ipfius continentium prout exporrigun-
tur; in his omnibus, potius naturalia inquirendo & obfervando, quam cofmo-
graphica. Quarto, de maflis materia communibus, quas collegia majora voca-
imus, (vulgo elementa dicuntur ;) neque enim de igne, aére, aqua, terra, eorum-
que naturis, motibus, operibus, impreflionibus, narrationes reperiuntur, quae
corpus aliquod hiftoriae juftum conftituant. Quinta & ultima, de collectioni-
bus materiae exquifitis, quae a nobis collegia minora, vulga fpecies appellantur.
In hac autem poftrema fola induftria fcriptorum enituits ita tamen ut potius
luxuriata fit in fuperfluis, (iconibus animalium, aut plantarum & fimilibus in-
tumelcens) quam folidis & diligentibus obfervationibus dirata, quae ubique
in hiftoria naturali fubneéti debecant Atque ut verbo dicam, omnis, quam
habemus, naturalis hiftoria, tam inquifitione fia, quam congerie, nullo mo-
do in ordine ad eum quem diximus finem (condendac {cilicet philofophiae)
aptata eft.  Quare hiftoriam inductivam defiderari pronunciamus.  Atque de

naturali hiftoria ha&tenus.

CAP IV.

Partitio hiftoriae civilis, in ecclefiafticam, literariam, & (quae generis
nomen retinet) civilem: quodque hiftoria literaria defideresur: Ejus
conficiendae praecepta.

- ISTORIAM civilem in tres {pecies refte dividi putamus: Primo fa-

R cram, five ccclefiafticam : deinde eam quac generis nomen retinet, civi-
lcm: Poftremo literarum & artium. Ordiemur autem ab ea {pecie, quam
poftremo pofuimus, quia reliquac duae habentur; illam autem inter defi-
derata referre vifum eft. Ea eft hiftoria literarum: Atque certe hiftoria
mundi fi hac parte fuerit deftituta, non abfimilis cenferi poflit ftatuae Poly-

phemi, eruto oculo; cum ¢a pars imaginis defit, quae ingenium & indolem
perfo-
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perfonae maxime referat. Hanc licet defiderari ftatuamus, nos nihilominug
minime fugit, in {cientiis particularibus jurifconfultorum, mathemaricorum,
rhetorum; philofophorum,; haberi levem _ali-quam mentionem, aut narratio-
nes quafdam -jejunas, de fectis; fcholis, libris, authoribus & fucceflionibus
hujufimodt fcientiarum: Inveniri etiam de rerum & artium inventoribus tra-
&atus aliquos exiles & infru¢tuofoss attamen juftam atque univerfalem lite-
rarum hiftoriam nullam adhuc editam afferimus.  Ejus itaque & argumentum
& conficiendi modum & ufum proponemus.

ARGUMENTUM non aliud eft, quam ut ex omni memoria repetatur,
quac doétrinae & artes, quibus mundi aetatibus & regionibus floruerint.  Ea-
rum antiquitates, progrefliis, etiam peragrationes per diverfas orbis partcss
{migrant enim {cientiae, non fecus ac populi) rarfus declinationers; oblivio-
nes, inftaurationes commemorentur. Obfervetur fimul per fingulas arres
inventionis occafio & origo; tradendi mos & difciplina; colendi & exercen-
di ratio & inftituta. Adjiciantur etfam fe&ae & controverfiae maxime ce-
lebres, quac homines do&tos tenuerunt; calumniae, quibus patuerunt; lau-
des & honores quibus decoratae funt. Notentur authores praecipui, libri
pracftantiores, {cholae, fuccefliones, academiae, focictates, collegia, ordines;
denique omnia quae ad ftatum literarum fpeftant. Ante omnia etiam id agi
volumus {quod civilis hiftoriae decus eft & quafi anima) ut cum eventis cau-
fae copulentur: videlicet ut memorentur naturae regionum ac populorum
indolefque apra & habilis, aut inepta & inhabilis ad difciplinas diverfass ac-
cidentia temporum, quae {cientiis adverfa fuerint aut propitias zeli & mix-
turae religionum ; malitiac & favores legum; virtutes denique infignes &
efficacia quorundam virorum, erga literas promovendas, & fimilia. At hacc
omnua ita tradtari praecipimus, ut non criticorum more, in laude & cenfura
tempus teratur; fed plane hiftorice res ipfae narrentur, judicium parcius
interponatur.

D E modo autem hujufmodi hiftoriae conficiendae, illud imprimis mone-
mus; ut materia & copia ejus, non tantum ab hiftoriis & criticis petatur,
verum etiam ut per {fingulas annorum centurias, aut etiam minora intervalla,
feriatim, (ab ultima antiquitate facto principio) libri praecipui, qui per ca tem-
poris {patia confcripti funt, in confilium adhibeantur ; ut ex eorum non per-
lIeCtione, (id enim infinitum quiddam effet) fed deguftatione & obfervati-
one argumenti, ftyli, methodi, genius illius temporis literarius, veluti in-
cantatione quadam, a mortuis evocetur.

Quop ad ufum attinet, haec eo {petant; non ut honor literarum & pompa
per tot circumfufas imagines celebretur; nec quia pro flagrantiflimo, quo literas
profequimur, amore, omnia quace ad earum ftatum quoquo modo pertinent, uf:
que ad curiofitatem inquirere, & {cire, & confervare avemus; fed praecipue ob
caufam magis feriam & gravam: Eaeft, (ut verbo dicamus) quoniam per ta-
lem, qualem defcriplimus, narrationem, ad virorum do&orum, in do&rinae ufu
& adminiftratione, prudentiam & folertiam, maximam acceflionem fieri poffe
cxiftimamus; & rerum intelle@tualium, non minus quam civilium motus &
perturbationes, vitiaque & virtutes, notari poflc; & regimen inde optimum
cduci & inftitui. Neque enim B. Auguftini, aut B. Ambrofii opera, ad pru-
dentiam epifcopi, aut theologi, tantum facere pofic putamus, quantum fi
ecclefiaftica hiftoria diligenter infpiciatur & revolvatur: Quod & viris do-
&is ex hiftoria literarum obventurum non dubitamus.  Cafum enim omnino
recipit & temeritati exponitur, quod exemplis & memoyia rerum non ful-
citur. Atque de hiftoria literaria haec di¢ta fint.
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CAP V.
De dignitate & difficultate hifforiae civilis.

(C'EQUITUR hiftoria civilis fpecialis, cujus dignitas atque authoritas

inter fcripta humana eminet. Hujus enim fidei, exempla majorum,
viciflitudines rerum, fundamenta pradentiae civilis, hominum denique no-
men & fama, commiffa funt. Addignitatem rei accedit difficultas non minor.
Etenim animum in {cribendo ad practerita retrahere, & veluti antiquum fa-
ceres temporum motus, perfonarum charateres, confiliorum trepidationes,
aCtionum (ranquam aquarum) ductus, praetextuum interiora, imperii arca-
na, cum diligentia fcrutari, cum fide & libertate referre, denique verbo-
rum lumine {ub oculos ponere, magni utique laboris eft & judicii prae-
fertim cum antiquiora quaeque incerta, recentiora periculo obnoxia reperi-
antur. Quamobrem & plurima hiftoriam iftam civilem circumftant vitia :
dum plerique narrationes qualdam inopes & plebeias, & plane dedecora hi-
ftoriarum confcribant 5 alii particulares relationes & commentariolos operd
feftinata & textu inaequali confarciant ; alii capita tantum rerum geftarum
percutrant; alii contra, minima quaeque & ad fummas actionum nihil faci-
entia perfequantur 5 nonnulli, nimia erga ingenia proptia indulgentia plu-
rima audacer confingant : aft alii, non tam ingeniorum fuorum quam affe-
Suum imaginem rebus imprimant & addant, partium fuarum memores, re-
rum parum fideles teftes: quidam politica, in quibus {ibi complacesit, ubi-
que inculcent, & diverticula ad oftentationem quaerendo, narrationem rerum
nimis leviter interrumpant : alii in orationum & concionum, aut etiam acto-
rum ipforum prolixitate, parum cum judicio nimii firit ; adeo ut fatis con-
ftet, non inveniri inter fcripta hominum rarius quicquam, quam hiftoriam
legitimam & omnibus numeris fuis abfolutam. Verum nos in praefenti parti-
tionem do&rinarum inftituimus, ut omifla, non cenfuram, ut vitiofa noten-
tur. Nunc partitiones hiftoriae civilis perfequemur, eafque diverforum ge-
nerum : Minus enim implicabuntur fpecies, fi partitiones diverfae propos
nantur, quam {i una partitio curiofc per membra deducatur.

CAP VI

Partitio prima hiftoriae civilis, in memorias, antiquitates, & hiftoridm
Juftam.

HISTORIA civilis tripartita eft;, tribus pidurarum aut imaginum ge-
neribus non abfimilis.  Videmus enim ex picturis & imaginibus, alias
imperfectas, ut quibus ultima manus non acceflerit ; alias perfettas; alias
vero vetuftate mutilatas & deformatas. Hiftoriam fimiliter civilem (quae
imago rcrum & temporum quacdam eft) in tres fpecies, illis piGturarum
congruas, partiemur 5 memorias fcilicet, hiftoriam juftam, & antiquitates.
Memoria f{unt hiftoria inchoata, aut prima & rudia hiftoriac lineamenta
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antiquitates vero hiftoria deformata funt, five reliquiac hiftoriae, quac cafin.
¢ naufragio temporum ereptace funt. . N

MEeMoORIAE, five pracparationes ad hiftoriam duplicis generis funt ;
quorum alterum commentarios, alterum regiftra vocare placet. Commen-
tarii nudam a&ionum & eventuum feriem-ac connexionem proponunt, prae-
termiflis caufis rerum & practextibus, initils quoque earundem & occafio-
nibus, confiliis itidem & orationibus & reliquo attionum apparatu,  Talis
enim cft propria commentariorum natura; licet Caefari, per modeftiam quan-
dam cum magnanimitate conjunétam, praeflantiflime, inter eas, quac ex-
tant hiftoriae, commentariorum nomen indere placuerit. At regiftra dupli-
cis naturae funt : CompleGtuntur enim aut titulos rcrum & perfonarum, in
{erie temporum ; quales dicuntur fafti & chronologiac: Aut aétorum folen-
nitates ; cujus generis funt, principum edita, {enatuum decreta, judicio-
rum proceflus, orationes publice habitae, epiftolac publice miffaec & fimi-
lia, abfque narrationis contextu five filo continuo.

ANriqQuiTaTEs, feu hiftoriarum reliquiae, funt (uti jam diximus)
tanquam tabulae naufragii, cum deficiente & fere fubmerfa rerum memo-
ria, nihilominus homines induftrii & fagaces, pertinaci quadam & fcrupu-
lofa diligentia, ex genealogiis, faftis, titulis, monumentis, numifmatibus,
nominibus propriis & f{tylis, verborum etymologiis, proverbiis, traditioni-
bus, archivis & inftrumentis, tam publicis quam privatis hiftorjiarum frag-
mentis, librorum neutiquam hiftoricorum locis difperfis; ex his inquam
omnibus, vel aliquibus, nonnulla a temporis diluvio eripiunt & confervant,
Res fanc operofa, fed mortalibus grata, & cum reverentia quadam conjun-
¢ta; ac digna certe, quae deletis fabulofis nationum originibus, in locum
hujufmodi commentitiorum fubftituatur 5 fed tamen eo minus habens autho-
ritatis, quia paucorum licentiae fubjicitur, quod paucis curae eft.

In his imperfectac hiftoriae generibus, defetum aliquém non puto de-
fignandum, cum fint tanquam imperfecte mifta, ut defeGtus hujufmodi fit
ex ipfa carum natura. Ad epitomas quod attinet, (hiftoriarum certe tere-
dines & tinecas) eas exulare volumus; quod etiam cum plurimis, qui max-
ime {ani fucrunt judicii, facimus ; utpote quac complura nobiliffimarum hi-
ftoriarum corpora exederint & gorroderint, atque in facces inutiles demum
redegerint. ‘

C A P. VIL
Partitio hifloriae juftae in chronica, vitas, & relationes s earumque
. partium explicatio.

T hiftoria jufta trium eft generum, pro ratione obje@i, quod fibi pro-
ponit repracfentandum. Aut enim portionem aliquam temporis re-
pracfentat 5 aut perfonam fingularem memoria dignam; aut a&ionem ali-
quam five rem geftam ex illuftrioribus. Primum chronica five annales ap-
pellamus 5 fecundum vitas; tertium relationes. Inter quae chronica cele-
britate & nomine excellere videntur ; vitac antem frufn & exemplis 5 re-
lationes rurfusfinceritate & veritate. Chronica namque amplitudinem a&tio-
num publicarum, & perfonarum facies externas, & in publicum verfas, pro-
ponunt 5 minora autem, quae tum ad res, tum ad perfonas pertinent, omit-
tunt, & filentio involvant, Cum vero id artificii divini fit proprium, ut
maxima
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m.xima ¢ minimis fufpendat, fit faecpecnumero, ut hujufmodi hiftoria, majora
tantum perfecuta, negotiorum pompam potius & folennia, quam eorum ve-
tos tomites & texturas fubtiliores oftendat ;s quinetiam, ctfi conf'lia ipfa ad-
dat atque immifceat, tamen granditate gaudens, plas gravitatis a:jue pru-
dentiac, quam revera habent, "humanis a@ionibus aipergats ut fatyra aliqna
poﬁlt efle verior humanae vitae tabula, quam nonnulla ex c¢jufmodi hifro-
riits. Contra vitae, fi diligenter & cum judicio perfcribantur, (neque enim
de clogiis & hujufmodi commemorationibus jejunis loquimur) quandoquidem
perfonam fingularem pro fubjeéto fibi proponant, in qua necefle eft a&tiones,
non minus leves quam graves, parvas quam grandes, privatas quam publi-
cas, componi & commifceri; fane magis vivas & fidas rerum narrationes, &
quas ad exemplum tutius & felicius transferre poflis, exhibent. At rcla-
tiones actionum fpeciales, (quales funt bellum Peloponnefi, expeditio Cyri,
conjuratio Catilinae, & fimilia) omnino puriore & magis fincero veritatis
candore veftiri par eft, quam hiftorias juftas temporum; quia argumentum
in iis deligi & fumi poteft habile & definitum; atque ejufmodi, ut de eo
notitia & certitudo bona & plena informatio haberi pofﬁt, cum contra hi-
ftoria temporis (praefertim quac actate {criptoris multo antiquior fit) necef-
fario in memoria rerum facpius fatifcat & veluti fpatia vacua contineat s quae
ingenio & conjectura occupari & fuppleri fatis licenter confueverunt. Hoc
tamen ipfum, quod de relationum finceritate dicimus, cum exceptione in-
telligendum cft; nam fatendum certe eft, (cum humana omnia ex parte la-
borent, & commoda cum incommodis fere perpetuo conjunéta fint) hujuf~
modi Lclatloncs pracfertim fi fub ipfa rerum geftarum tempora edantur,

(cum facplus vel ad gratiam, vel ad invidiam fcribantur,) omnium narratio-
num merito maxime fufpc&as effe.  Sed rurfus huic incommodo etiam illud
connafcitur remedium; quod illae ipfae relationes, cum non ex una parte
folummodo fed pro fattionibus & partium ftudiis, ex utraque parte fempet
fere cdantur, viam hoc pato quandam veritati, tanquam inter extrema,
apcriunt & muniunt; atque poftquam contentiones animorum deferbuerint,
hi’torico bono & prudenti non peflima hiftoriac perfectioris materia & fex
mentis {unt.

Quonb vero ad ea, quae in his tribus hiftoriae generibus defiderari vide-
antur; dubium certe non eft, quin plurimae hiftoriac particulares (de talibus
loquimur quac effe poflint) alicujus dignitatis, aut etiam mediocriz:tis, cum
maximo regnorum & rerumpublicarum, quibus debentur, honoris & nominis
detrimento, hucufque practermiffac fint, quas notare perlomgum effet.  Cacete-
rum exterarum nationum hiftorias exterorum curae relinquens (ne forte {fim
in aliena republica curiofus 5) non poflum non apud majeftatem tuam conque-
ri, de hiftoriae Angliac, quae non habetur, vilitate & indignitate, quatenus
ad corpus ¢jus integrum; nec non hiftoriac Scotiae iniquitate & obliquirate,
quatenus ad authorem cjus recentiflimum & uberrimum: reputans mecum,
honorificum admodum majeftati tuae futurum; atque opus poftéritari gratif-
fimum; fi quemadmodum infula haec Magnae Britanniae, fe nunc in unam
moaarchiam coalitam, ad fequentes actates tran{mitrits ita in una hiftoria
defcripta, a practeritis facculis repetercturs eodem modo quo hiftoriam de-
cem tribuum regni Ifraelis, & duarum tribuum regni Judae, tanjuam ge-
n:cllam, facra pagina deducit. Quod fi moles hujufmodi hiftoriae, magna
¢ te & ardua, quo minus exatte & pro dignitate perfcribatur, videatur
obfutura, ecce tibi memorabilem multo anguftioris temporis periodum, qua-
tenus ad hiftoriam Angliae, nimirum ab unione rofarum ad unionem reg-
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norum; fpatium temporis, quod, meo quidem judicio, majorem recipit
eventuum, quac raro fc oftendunt, varictatem, quam in pari fucceflionum
numero ufpiam in regno haeredirario deprchendeic licet. Incipit enim ab
adeptione coronae mixta, partim drmis, partim jurc: ingreffum fiquidem
ferrum aperuit, ftabilimentum attulerunt nuptiae: fecuta igitur funt rem-
pora illis initiis confentanca; fimillima fluétibus, poft magnam tempeftatem,
tumores & agitationes fuas, fed abfque aliqua immani procella, retinentibus,
atque gubernatoris prudentia, qui unus inter anteceflores reges confilio enituir,
fuperatis. Ordine proximus fuccedit rex, cujus a@tiones, licet magis impetu
quam confilio adminiftratac, non leve tamen In rebus Europac momentum
attulerunt, eas fubinde librando & inclinindo, prout ipfac propendebant : Quo
ctiam regnante, coepit fieri ingens illa ftatus ecclefiaftici mutatio, qualis raro
admiodum prodit in theatrum. Secutus eft rex minor. Dein tentamentum ty-
rannidis, licet illud breviflimum fuerit, inftar febris ephemerae. Dein re-
gnum foeminae, extero regi nuptac. Rurfus regnum foeminae folitariae &
coelibis. Haec ommnia demum excepit eventus ifte fauftus & gloriofus;
nimirum hujafce infulae Britanniae, a toto orbe divifae, in fe umos per quam
vetus illud oraculum, AEneac redditum, quod requiem ei praemonftrabat;

Antignam exquirite matrem s

fupra nobiliflimas gentes Angliae & Scotiae in nomine illo Britanniae, anti-
quac fuae matris, jam convenierntes, adimpletum fit; in pignus & tefleram
metae, & cxitus errorum & peregrinationis jam reperti. Ita ut, quemadmo-
dum corpora ponderofa jattata, antequam ponant & confiftant, trepidationes
quafdam experianturi eodem modo probabile videtur, divina providentia
faGtum efle, ut monarchia ifta, priufquam in tua majeftate, regiaque tua
fobole, (in qua fpero eam in perpetuum fore ftabilitam) confifteret & con-
firmata effet, has tam varias mutationes & viciflitudines, tanquam praeludia
ftabilitatis fuae, fubiret.

DE vitis cogitantem f{ubit quaedam admiratio, tempora ifta noftra haud
nofle bona {ua; cum tam rara fit commemoratio & confcriptio vitarum, eo-
fum, qui noftro facculo claruerunt. Etfi enim reges, & qui abfolutunt
principatum obtineant, pauci effc poflint; principes etiam in republica li-
bera (tot rebufpublicis in monarchiam converfis) haud multi; utcunque tamen
non defucrunt viri egregii (licet fub regibus) qui meliora merentur, quam
incertam & vagam memoriae fuae famam aut clogia arida & jejuna. Et-
enim hac ex parte, inventum cujufdam ex poétis recentioribus, quo anti-
quam fabulam locupletavit, non inclegans eft. Fingit ille, in extremirtate
fili Parcarum, numifima quoddam, feu monile pendere in quo defundti no-
men impreffum fit: tempus autem cultrum Atropi pracfiolari, &, ftatim ab-
{ciflo filo, numifmata eripere, eaque afportata paulo poft in fluvium lethes
ex gremio {uo projicere: circa fluvium autem, magnam avium vim volitare,
quae numifmata arripiunt, ac poftquam in roftris ipfarum paulifper eadem.
circumtulerint, paulo poft per incuriam in fluvium decidere permittunt:
inter eas vero, cygnos reperiri nonnullos, qui {fi numifma aliquod cum no-
mine prehenderint, illico ad templum quoddam fllud deferre folebant, im-
mortalitati confecratum. Hujufodi itaque cygni noftris temporibus fere
defecerunt. Quamvis autem plurimi hominum, curis & ftudiis fuis rimio
plufquam corperibus mortales, nominis {ui memoriam, velati fumum aut
auram defpiciant:

‘ o Atz
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Anim: nil magnae landis egentes ;

Quorum fcilicet philofophia & feveritas ab ea radice pullulat, Noz prius
laudes contempfimus, quam laudanda facere defrvimus; id tamen apud
nos Solomonis judicio non pracjudicabit, Memoria jufti cum laudibus, at
impiorum nomen putvefiet : Altera perpetuo floret, alterum aut in oblivio-
nem protinus abit, aut in odorem tetrum computrefcit. Ac propterea in €o
ipfo ftylo vel loquendi formula, quac reéte admodum recepta eft, ut defun-
&is tribuatur, ( felicis memoriae, piaec memoriae, bonae memoriae) agnof:
cere videmur illud, quod Cicero (mutunatus id ipfum a Demofthene) protu=
lit, Bonam famam propriam efJe poffefionem defunitorum: Quam quidem
poﬁ'cﬁioncm non poflum non notare, noftro aevo incultam ut plurimum, &
ncgletam jacere.

QuANTUM ad relationes, optandum effet prorfus, ut multo major circa
cas adhiberetur diligentia: Quippe vix incidit aliqua a&io paulo illuftrior;
cui non interfit calamus aliquis ex melioribus, qui cam excipere & defcribere
poflit. Quoniam autem is perpaucorum hominum effe debet, qui hiftoriam
juftam pro dignitate confcribat, (ut ex paucitate hiftoricorum vel mediocri-
um fatis liquet ;) idcirco fiactiones particulares, fub tempus ipfum quo ge-
runtur, tolerabili aliquo {cripto memoriaec mandarentur, fperandum eflet,
exorituros quandoque, qui hiftoriam juftam, ope & auxilio illarum relatio-
num, confcribere poffent. Illae enim inftar feminarii effe poflint, unde, cum
ufus foret, hortus amplus & magnificus confereretur.

C AP VI

Partitio hiftoriae temporum in hiforiam univer[ilem & particularem, &
utrinfque commoda & incommoda.

[ TISTORIA temporum aut univerfalis eft aut particularis; hacc ali-
cujus regni, vel reipublicae, vel nationis res geftas completitur, illa
univerfi orbis. Neque enim defuerunt, qui hiftoriam mundi etiam ab ori-
gine fcripfiffe videri volunt; farraginem rerum & compendia narrationum
pro hiftoria exhibentes: Alii fui temporis res, per orbem terrarum menig-
rabiles, tanquam jufta hiftoria comple&i pofle confifi funt, conatu pro-
feto magnanimo, atque fru¢tu haud exigno. Neque enim res huma-
nae ita imperiis aut regionibus divifae furt, ut non habeant multa connexas
quare juvat certe, fata, alicui facculo aut aetati deftinata, veluti una tabu-
la contenta & defcripta intueri. Fit etiam ut plurima fcripta non contem-
nenda, (qualia funt cac, de quibus antea locuti fumus, relationes) alias for-
tc peritura, neque prelum faepius paffura, aut faltem capita ipforum, in
hujufmodi hiftoriam generalem recipiantur, atque hoc pacto figantur & con-
ferventur.  Veruntamen, {i quis rem reGtius perpendat, animadvertet, tam
feveras effe hiftoriac juftac leges, ut eas in tanta argumenti vaftitate exer-
cere vix liceats adeo ut minuatur potius hiftoriae majeftas molis granditate,
quam amplificctur.  Fict enim ut qui tam varia undequaque perfequitur,
is, informationis religione paulatim remiffa, & diligentia fua, quac ad tot res
cxtenditur, in {ingulis clanguefcente, aures populares & rumores captet; &
¢x relationibus non admodum authenticts, aut hujufmodi aliqud levidenfi
VorL. L K2 materia,
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materia, hiftoriam conficiat. Quinetiam necefle ei erit, (ne opusin immen-
fum excrefcat) plurima relatu digna confulto practermittere, atque.ad cpi-
tomarum rationcs {acpius delabi. Incumbit etiam aliud periculum non par-
vum, atque utilitati illi hiftoriae univerfalis ex diametro oppofitum : Quemad:
modum enim univerfalis hiftoria, narrationes aliquas, quac alias forte fuif:
fent periturac, confervats ita contra facpenumero narrationes alias fatis
fruGtuofas, quac aliter viGturae fuiffent, propter grata mortalibus rerum
compendia, perimit.

CAP IX

Partitio alia hiftoriae temporum, in annales & alta dinrna.

TIAM hiftoria temporum recte dividitur in annales & diaria: Quae

divifio, licet ex periodis temporum nomina fumat, tamen ad deletum
rerum etiam pertinet. Recte enim Cornelius Tacitus, cum in mentionem
magnificentiac quarundam ftruturarum incidit, ftatim fubdit: Ex digns-
tate populi Romani repertum effe, res illuftres annalibus, talia diurnis
urbis aétis mandare : Applicando annalibus res, quae ad ftatum reipubli-
cac pertinent; adta vero & accidentia leviora, diariis. Meo utique judicio,
valere conveniret difciplinam quandam heraldicam, in difponendis non mi-
nus librorum, quam perfonarum dignitatibus.  Sicut enim nihil rebus civi-
libus magis detrahit, quam ordinum & graduum confufio; ita etiam authori-
tati hiftoriae gravis haud parum derogat, fi admifceantur politicis res levio-
ris momenti; quales funt pompae, & folennitates, & fpeftacula, & hujuf-
modi. Atque {ane optandum cffet, ut illa ipfa diftin&tio in confuetudinem
veniret. Noftris vero temporibus, diaria in navigationibus tantum & expe-
ditionibus bellicis, in ufu funt. Apud antiquos certe regum honori dabatur,
ut acta palatii fui in diaria referrentur s quod videmus fatum fuifle fub A-
hafuero Perfarum rege; qui cum noétem ageret infomnem, diaria popofcit;
ubi conjurationem cunuchorum recognovit: at in Alexandri Magni diariis,
tam pufilla continebantur, ut etiam, {i forte ad menfam dormiret in adta repo-
neretur. Neque enim ficut annales tantum gravia, ita diaria tantum levia
complexa {unt; fed omnia promifcue & curfim diariis excipiebantur, feu
majoris feu minoris momenti.

CAP X

Partitio fecunda hiftoriae civilis, in meram & mixtam.

OSTREMA vero partitio hiftoriae civilis ea fir, ut dividatur in me-
ram aut mixtam. Mixturae celebres duae. Altera ex {cientia civili:
Altera praecipue ex naturali. Introdu&tum eft enim ab aliquibus genus feri-
bendi, ut quis narrationes aliquas, non in ferie hiftoriae continuatas, fed ex
delectu authoris excerptas confcribat : deinde eafdem recolat & tanquam ru-
minet; & fumpta ab ipfis occafione, de rebus politicis differat.  Quod genus
hiftoriae ruminatae nos fane magnopere probamus, modo hujufmeodi fcrip-
tor hoc agat, & hoc fe agere confiteatur. Hiftoriam autem juftam ex pro-
feffo fcribenti, politica ubique ingerere, atque per illa filum hiftoriac inter-
rumpere,
1
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rumpere, intcmpeﬁivum.qqiddam & moleﬁum. cit. Li_cct enim hiftoria
quaeque prudentior, politicis pracceptis & monitis veluti impraegnata fit,
tamen fcriptor ipfe {ibi obftetricari non debet.

Mixta ctiam’ eft hiftoria cofmographica, idque multipliciter : Habet e-
nim cx hiftoria naturali, regiones ipfas, atque ecarum fitus & fructus ; ex hi-
ftoria civili, urbes, imperia, mores: Ex mathematicis, climata & configu-
rationes coeli, quibus tra¢tus mundi fubjacent. In quo genere hiftoriac,
five fcientiae, eft quod faeculo noftro gratulemur. Orbis enim terrarum fa-
&us eft, hac noftra actate, mirum in modum feneftratus atque patens. An-
tiqui certe zonas & antipodas noverant,

(Nofque ubi gprimm equis oriens afflavit anbelis,
Lllic [era rubens accendit lumina vefper :)

idque ipfum magis per demonftrationes, quam per peregrinationes. Ve-
rum ut carina aliqua parva coclum ipfum acmularetur; atque univerfum
globum terreftrem, magis etiam obliquo & flexuofo, quam coeleftia foleat;
itinere circumiverit, ea eft noftri facculi praecrogativa : ita ut praefens aetas
jure in fymbolo fuo ufurpare poflit, non tantum illud plus ultra, ubi anti-
qui ufurpabant non ultra; atque infuper illud imitabile fulmen, ubi antiqui,
non imitabile fulmen ;

Demens qui nimbos-& non imitabile fulmen :

Verum & illud, quod omnem admirationem fuperat, imitabile coelum, pro-
pter navigationes noftras, quibus circa univerfilm terrac ambitum, coeleftium
corporum more, volvi & circumagi {acpius conceflum fuit.

ATQUE haec pracclara, in re nautica atque orbe perluftrando, felici-
t.s, de ulterioribus etiam progreflibus & augmentis fcientiarum, {pem mag-
nam facere poflit; praefertim dum divino videatur confilio efle deeretum,
ut haec duo coaeva fint : Sic enim Daniel propheta, de noviflimis tempo-
ribus verba faciens, praedicit Plurimi pertranfibunt & augebitur frienm-
tia ; quafi pertranfitus five perluftratio mundi atque multiplex augmen-
tum {cicntiarum ecidem faeculo deftinarcntur : Sicut magna ex parte jam
complctum videmus; quandoquidem tempora noftra, duabus illis prioribus
doftrinarum periodis, aut revolutionibus, (alteri apud Graecos, alteri apud
Romanos) eruditione non multum cedant, eas vero in aliquibus longe fu-
perent.

C AP XL

Partitio hiftoriae ecclefiafticae, in ecclefiafticam [pecialem, hiftoriam ad
prophetias, & hiftoriam nemefeos.

ISTORIA ccclefiaftica in genere; eafdem fere cum hiftoria civili
partitiones fubit. Sunt enim chronica ecclefiaftica, funt vitae patrum,

func relationes de {ynodis-& reliquis ad ccclefiam fpeftantibus.  Proprio
vero nomine, re&e dividitur in hiftoriam ecclefiafticam (generis nomine
fervato) & hiftoriam ad prophetias, & hiftoriam nemefeos five providen-
tiae, Prima ccclefiae militantis tempora & ftatum diverfum memorat : five
illa
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flla lu@uet, ut arca in diluvio: five itineretur, ut arca in eremo : five con-
fiftat, ut arca in templo: hoc eft ftatum ecclefiac in perfecutione, in moru,
& in pace. In hac parte, defeGtum aliquem non invenio, quin fuperfint
in illa complura potius quam defunt: Illud fane optarem, ur maffac tam
pracgrandi virtus quoque & finceritas narrationum refponderent.

SECUNDA pars, quac cft hiftoria ad prophetias, ex duobusrelativis con-
flat, prophetia ipfa & ejus adimpletione. Quapropter tale efle debet hujus
operis inftitutum, ut cum fingulis ex fcripturis prophetiis eventuum veri-
tas conjungatur; idque per omnes mundi actates, tum ad confirmationem
fidei, tum ad inftituendam difciplinam quandam & peritiam in interpretati-
one prophetiarum, quac adhuc reftant complendac. Attamen in hac re,
admittenda eft illa latitudo, quae divinis vaticiniis propria eft & familiaris ;
ut adimpletiones eorum fiant & continenter & punctualiter : Referunt enim
authoris fui naturam s Cui unus dies tanquam mille anni, & mille anni
tanquam unus dies : Atque licet plenitudo & faftigium complementi eo-
rum, plerunque alicui certac aetati vel etiam certo momento deftinetur ;
attamen habent interim gradus nonnullos & fcalas complementi, per diver-
fas mundi actates. Hoc opus defiderari ftatuo, verum tale eft, ut magna
cum fapientia, fobrietate & reverentia tratandum fit, aut omnino dimit-
tendum,

TERTIA pars, quac hiftoria nemefeos eft, fane in calamos nonnullorum
piorum virorum incidit, fed non fine partium ftudio : occupata eft autem in
obfervanda divina illa convenientia, quae nonnunquam intercedit inter Dei
voluntatem revelatam & fecretam. Quamvis enim tam obfcura fint confi-
lia & judicia Dei, ut homini animali fint penitus infcrutabilia, quinetiam fae-
pius eorum oculis, qui profpiciunt e tabernaculo, fe fubducant; divinae
tamen f{apientiae vifum, aliquando per vices, ad fuorum confirmationem &
confufionem eorum, qui tanquam fine Deo funt in mundo, ea quafi majo-
ribus characteribus defcripta, fic proponere confpicienda, uti (ficut loqui-
tur propheta) Quivis etiam in curfi ea perlegere poffit 5 hoc eft, ut ho-
mines mere {enfuales & voluptarii, qui judicia illa divina praetervehi fefti-
nant, neque cogitationes fuas in ea unquam defigunt, tamen, quamvis pro-
pere currant & aliud agant, ipfa agnofcere cogantur. Talia funt vinditae
ferae & inopinac; falutes fubito affulgentes & infperatac; confilia divina
per ambages rerum tortuofas & ftupendas fpiras, tandem fe manifefto expe-
dientia, & fimilia : Quae valent, non folum ad confolandos animos fidelium,
{ed ad percellendas & convincendas confcientias improborum,

C AP Xl

De appendicibus hiftoriae, quae circa verba hominum (quemadmodum
biftoria ipfa circa faita) verfantur : Partitio earum in orationes,

epiftolas & apophthegmata.

T non faCtorum folummodo humani generis, verum etiam di¢torum
memoria fervari debet. Neque tamen dubium, quin di&ta illa quan-

doque hiftoriae ipfi inferantur, quatenus ad res geftas perfpicue & graviter
narrandas faciant & deferviant. Sed dicta five verba humana proprie cufto-
diunt libri orationum, epiftolarum & apophthegmatum. Atque orationes
fane virorum prudentium, de negotiis & caufis gravibus & arduis habitae,
tum
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tum ad rerum ipfarum notitiam, tum ad cloquentiam multum valent. Sed
majora adhuc pr aeftantur aux1ha ad inftruendam prudentiam civilem ab epi-
ftolis, quac a viris magnis de negotiis feriis miflae funt : Etenim ex verbis
hommum nil fanius aut placﬁantlus quam hu;ufmoch eplﬁolac. Habent
cnim plus nativi fenfus, quam orationes ; plus etiam maturitatis, quam col-
loquia fubita. Eaedem quando continuantur fecundum fericm temporum,
(ut fit in illis, quae a legatis, praefeé’us provinciarum & aliis imperii mini-
ftris, ad reges, vel fenatus, vel alios fuperiores f{uos mittuntur s aut vicif-
fim ab 1mpcxant1bus ad mlmftros) funt certe ad hiftoriam, prac omnibus,
prcuoﬁﬂima fupellex. Neque apophthcvmata ipfa ad dele@ationem & or-
natum tantum profunt, fed ad res gerendas etiam & ufus civiles.  Sunt enim
(ut aiebat ille) veluti fécures aut mucrones verborum, qui rerum & nego-
tiorum nodos acumine quodam fecant & penetrant : Occaﬁones autem re-
deunt in orbem, & quod olim erat commodum rurfus adhiberi & prodeflc
poteft; five quis ca tanquam fua proferat, five tanquam vetera. Neque
certe de utilitate cjus rei ad civilia dubitari poteft, quam Caefar dittator o-
pera fiua honeftavit 5 cujus liber utinam cxtaret, cum ea, quae ufquam ha-
bentur in hoc genere, nobis parum cum deleGtu congefta videantur.

ATQUE haec d1é’ca fint de hiftoria, ca fcilicet parte doé’umae quac re-
fpondet uni ex cellis five domiciliis intellectus, quae eft memoria.

C AP XIIL
De fecundo membro principali doftrinae, nempe poék. Partitio podfeos

in narrativam, drgmaticam, & paméalzmm. Exempla parabolicae
iria propommmr.

J’AM ad poéfin veniamus. Potfis eft genus dotrinae, verbis plerunque
adftriGtum, rebus folutum & licentiofum; itaque ut initio diximus,
ad phantaﬁam refertir, quae iniqua & illicita prorfus rerum conjugia & di-
vortia comminifci & machinari folet. Poéfis autern (ut fupra innuimus)
duplici accipitur fenfu, quatchus ad verba, vel quatcnus ad res refpiciat.
Priorc fenfu, fermonis quidam charadter eft : Carmen enim ftyli genus, &
clocutionis formuld quacdam ; nec ad res pertinct: Nam & vera narratio
carmine, & fitaoratione foluta confcribi poteft. Pofteriore vero fenfu, con-
ftituimus eam, ab initio, do&rina¢ membrum principale, camque juxta hi-
ftoriam collocavimus, cum nihil aliud fit, quant hiftoriae Imitatio ad placi-
tum. Nos igitur in partitionibus noftris, veras doftrinatum venas indagan-
tes & pdfcquentcs, neque confuetudini & divifionibus receptis (in mul-
tis) cedentes; fatyras, & ¢legias, & epigrammata, & odas, & hujufmodi,
ab inftituto fermone removemus § atque ad philofophiam & artes orationis
rejicimus.  Suld nominc autem poéfeos, de hiftoria ad placitum conficta,
tantummodo tratamus.

ParTITIO pocftos veriflima, atque maxime ex proprictate, practer il-
las divifiones, quac funt ¢i cum hiftoria communes, (funt cnim tf&a chro-
hica, vitac fitae, fitac ctiam relationes) ca cft, ut fit aut narrativa ; aut
dmrmnca, aut pambollca. Narrativa prorfus lnf’corlam imitarur, ut fere
fallat, nifi quod res extollat facpius fupra fidem. Dramatica cft veluti ki-
ftoria fpeQtabilis ; mam conftituit imaginem rerum tanquam prac{catium s

hiftoria
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hiftoria autem tanquam practeritarum. Parabolica vero eft hiftoria cum ty-
po, quac intelleftnalia deducit ad {enfum.

ATQUE de poéfi narrativa, five eam heroicam appellare placet, (modo
hoc intelligas dc materia non de verfu,) eaa fundamento prorfus nobili ex-
citata videtur, quod ad dignitatem humanae naturae imprimis {fpectat.  Cum
enim mundus fenfibilis fit anima rationali dignitate inferior, viderur poéfis
haec humanae naturae largiri, quae hiftoria denegat 5 atque animo umbris
rerum utcanque fatisfacere, cum folida haberi non poflint.  Si quis enim
rem acutius introfpiciat, firmum cx poéfi fumitur argumentwn, magnitu-
dinem rerum magis illuftrem, ordinem magis perfetum, & varietatem ma-
gis pulchram, animae humanae complacere, quam in natura ipfa poft lap-
fum, reperire ullo modo pofifit. Quapropter cum res geftac & eventus, qui
verae hiftoriae fubjiciuntur, non fint ejus amplitudinis, in qua anima humana
{ibi fatisfaciat, pracfto eft poéfis, quae facta magis heroica confinzar: Cum
hiftoria vera fuccefius rerum, minime pro meritis virtutum & fcelerum, nar-
ret; corrigit eam poéfis, & exitus & fortunas, fecundum merita & ex le-
ge nemefeos, exhibet: Cum hiftoria vera, obvia rerum farictate & fimili-
tudine, animae humanae faftidio fit; reficit cam pocfis, incxpeliata, & va-
tia, & viciflitudinum plena canens. Adeo ut poéiis ifta, non folum ad de-
leGationem, fed etiam ad animi magnitudinem & ad mores conierat.  Qua-
re & merito etiam divinitatis cujufpiam particeps videri poflit; quia ani-
mum erigit & in fublime rapit; rerum fimulachra ad 2nimi defideria ac-
commodando, non animum rebus (quod ratio facit & hiftoria) fubmitten-
do. Atque his quidem illecebris & congruitate, q:a animum humanum de-
mulcet, addito etiam confortio mufices, unde fuavius infirua poflit, aditum
{ibi- patefecit, ut honori fuerit etiara facculis plane rudibus & apud nationes
barbaras, cum aliae do&trinae prorfus exclufae elent.

DrAMATICA autem poéfis, quae theatrum habet pro mundo, ufu ex-
imia cft, fi fana foret. Non parva enim eflc poffee tieatri & difciplina &
corruptela : Atque corruptelarum in hoc genere, ibunac eft; difciplina plane
noftris temporibus cft negleCa. Attamen licet in rebuipublicis modernis
habearur pro re ludicra altio theatralis, nifi forte nimium trahat e fatyra
& mordeat; tamen apud antiquos curae fuit, ut animos hominum ad virtu-
tem inflicucret. Quinetiam viris prudentibus & magnis philofophis veluti
animorum pletrum quoddam cenfebatur. Atque fane veriffimum eft, &
tanquam fecretum quoddam naturae, hominum animos, cum congregati fint
magis quam cum foli fint, affe@ibus & impreflionibus patere.

AT poéfis parabolica, inter reliquas eminet, & tanquam res facra videtur
& anguftas cum pracfertim religio ipfa ejus opera plerunque utatur, & per
cam commercia divinorum cum humanis exerceat. Attamen & haec quo-
que, ingeniorum circa allegorias levitate & indulgentia, contaminata inve-
nitur., Eft autem ufus ambigui, atque ad contraria adhibetur. Facit enim
ad involucrum ; facit etiam ad illuftrationem. In hoc docendi quaedam ra-
tios in illo occultandi artificium quaeri videtur. Haec autem docendi ratio,
quae facit ad illuftrationem, antiquis faeculis plurimum adhibebatur. Cum
enim rationis humanae inventa, & conclufiones, (etiam eae quae nunc tritae
& vulgatae funt) tunc temporis novae & infuetae effent, vix illam fubtilita-
tem capicbant ingenia humana, nifi propius eac ad fenfum, per hujufmodi
fimulachra & exembla, deducerentur. Quare omnia apud illos, fabularum
omnigenarum, & parabolarum, & aenigmatum, & fimilitudinum, plena fue-
ront.  Hinc tefferac Pythagorae, AEnigmata Sphingis, AEfopi Fabulae, &

fimilia.
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fimilia. Quinetiam apophthegmata veterum fapientum fere per fimilitudi-
nes rem Jeinonftrabant.  Hinc Menenius Agrippa apud Romanos (gentem
¢o faeculo minime literatam) feditionem fabula repreflit.  Denique ut hic-
roglyphica literis, ita parabolae argumentis erant antiquiores. Atque hodie
etiam & femper cximius eft & fuit parabolarum vigor, cum nec argumenta
tam perfpicua, nec vera exempla tam apta effe poflint.

ALTER cft ufus poéfcos parabolicae, priori quafi contrarius, qui facit (ut
diximus) ad involucrum; earum nempe rerum, quarum dignitas tanquam
velo quodam difcreta effe mereatur : hoc eft, cum occulta & myfteria reli-
gionis, politicae, & philofophiae, fabulis & parabolis veftiuntur. Utrum
vero fabulis veteribus po€tarum fubfit aliquis fenfus myfticus, dubitationem
nonnullam habet; atque ipfi certe fatemur nos in eam fententiam propendere,
ut non paucis antiquorum poétarum fabulis myfterium infufum fuifle pute-
mus. Neque nos movet, quod ifta pueris fere & grammaticis relinquantur
& vilefcant, ut deillis contemptim fententiam feramus: quih contra, cum
plane conftet feripta illa, quae fabulas iftas recitant, ex fcriptis hominum;
poft literas facras cfle antiquiflima, & lorge his antiquiores fabulas ipfas
(etenim tanquam prius creditae & receptac, non tanquam excogitatac ab
illis feriptoribus referuntur) videntur efle inftar tenuis cujufdam aurae, quac
ex traditionibus nationum magis antiquaruni in Graecorum fiftulas inciderunt.
Cum vero, quae circa harum parabolarum interpretationem, adhuc tentata
fint per homines {cilicet imperitos, nec ultra locos communes doctos, nobis
nullo modo fatisfaciant ; philofophiam fecundum parabolas antiquas inter
defiderata referre vifum eft.  Ejus autem opeéris exemplum unum aut alte-
rum fubjungemus. Non quod res {it fortafle tanti, fed ut inftitutum no-
ftrum fervemus. Id hujufmodi cft, ur de operibus illi5, quae inter defiderata
ponimus (fi quid fit paulo obfcurius) perpetuo aut praccepta ad opus illud
inftruendum, aut cxempla proponamus: ne quis forte exittimet levem ali-
quam tantum notionem de illis mentem noftram perftrinxifle, nofque re-
giones, ficut augures, animo tantum metiri, neque cas ingrediendi vias nofle;
Aliam aliquam partem in poéfi defiderari non invenimus; quin potius cum
planta fit poéfis, quac veluti a terra luxuriante, abfque certo femine, ger-
minavcrit, fupra cacteras dodtrinas excrevit & diffufa eft. Verum jam ex-
empla proponemus, tria tantum numero, unum e naturalibus, ¢ politicis
unum, atquc unum denique e moralibus.

Exemplum primum philofophine [ecundum parabolas antiquas in natu-
ralibus.  De univer(o, fecundum fabulam Panis.

NTIQUT generationem Panis in dubio relinquunt : Alii enim cum a
Mercurio genitum: alil longe alium generationis modum ei tribuunt.

Aiunt cnim procos univerfos cum Penelope rem habuiffe, ex quo promifcuo
concubitu Pana communem filium ortum efle.  Neque practermittenda eft
tertia illa generationis explicatio : Quidam enim prodiderunt; cum Jovis &
Hybreos (id eft, contumcliae,) filium fuific. Utcunque orto, Parcae illi
fororcs fuiffe perhibentur: quae in fpecu fubterraneo habitabant: Pan au-
tem morabatur fub dio. Ethgics Panis talis ab antiquitate defcribitur; cor-
nutus, cornibus in acutum f{urgentibus, & ufque ad coclum faftigiatis; cor-
pore toto hifpidus & villofuss barba imprimis promiffa; figura biformis,
kumana quoad fuperiora, fed femifera & in caprae pedes definente.  Gefta-
bat autem infignia poteftatis; finiftra fiftulam ex feptem calamis compactam,
Vor. L. L dextra
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dextra pedum five baculum, fuperius curvum & inflexum. Induebatur
chlamyde ex pelle pardalis. Poteﬁatcs ei & munera hujufmodi attribuuntur,
ut {it deus venatorum, etiam paftorum, & in univer{fum ruricolarum ; plaefes
item montium. Erat etiam proximus a Mercurio nuncius deorum. Ha-
bebatur etiam dux & imperator nympharum, quae circa eum perpetuo cho-
reas ducere & tripudiare folebant: comitabantur & fatyri, & his feniores
fileni. Habcebat infuper poteﬁatem terrores immittendi, pracfertim inanes
& fuperftitiofos, qui & Panici vocati funt.  Res geftac autem ejus non multae
memorantur : illud praecipuum, quod Cupidinem provocavit ad luctam, a quo
etiam in certamine vi¢tus eft. Etiam Typhonem gigantem retibus implica-
vit & cohibuit: atque narrant infiper, cum Ceres moefta & ob raptam
Proferpinam indignata fe abfcondiffers atque dii omnes ad eam invefti-
gandam magnopere incubuiffent, & fe per varias vias difpertiti eflent; Pani
folummodo ex felicitate quadam contigifle, ut inter venandum eam inveni-
ret & indicaret. Aufus eft quoque cum Apollme de viftoria mufices decer-
tare, atque ctiam Mida judice praelatus eft; ob quod judicium Midas afi-
ninas aures tulit, fed clam & fecreto. Amores Panis nulli referuntur, aut
faltem admodum raris quod mirum, inter turbam deorum prorfus tam pro-
fufe amatoriam, videri poflit. Illud folummodo ei datur, quod Echo ada-
maret, quac ctiam uxor cjus eft habita; atque unam practerea nympham,
Syringam nomine; in quam propter iram & vindi¢tam Cupidinis (quem ad
lu@am provocare non reveritus effet) incenfus eft. Etiam lunam quondam
in altas {ylvas fevocafle dicitur. Neque etiam prolem ullam fufcepit; (quod
{imiliter mirum eft, cum dii, praefertim mafculi, prolifici admodum effent)
nifi quod ei attribuatur tanquam filia, muliercula quaedam ancilla, Iambe
nomine; quae ridiculis narratiunculis oble&tare hofpites folebat, ejufque
proles ex conjuge Echo eflec a nonnullis exiftimabatur. Parabola talis efle
videtur.

Pan (ut & nomen ipfum etiam fonat) univerfum five univerfitatem re-

tum repraefentat & proponit. De hujus origine duplex omnino: fententia

cﬂ: atque adeo efle poteft. Aut enim a Mercurio eft verbo fcilicet divi-
0, (quod & facrae literac extra controverfiam ponunt; & philofophi ipft,

qui magis divini habiti funt, viderunt) aut ex confufis rerum {eminibus.
Etenim quidam e philofophis femina rerum etiam fubftantia infinita ftatue-
runt; unde opinio de homoiomeris fluxit, quam Anaxagoras aut invenit,
aut celebravit. Nonnulli vero magis acute & fobrie cenfebant ad varie-
tatem rerum expediendam fufficere, fi femina, fubftantia eadem, figuris va-
ria, fed certis & definitis, eflent; & reliqua in pofitura & complexu femi-
num ad invicem ponebant : ex quo fonte opinio de atomis emanavit; ad
quam Democritus fe applicavit, cum Leucippus ¢jus auctor fuiffer. At alii,
licet unum rerum principium affererent, (aquam Thales, a€rem Anaxime-
nes, ignem Heraclitus) tamen illud ipfum principium actu unicum, poten-
tia varium & difpenfabile pofuerunt, ut in quo rerum omnigm femina la-
terent. Qui vero materiam omnino fpoliatam & informem, & ad formas
indifferentem introduxerunt, {ut Plato & Ariftoteles) multo etiam propius
& propenfius ad parabolae figuram acceflerunt. Pofuerunt enim materiam
tanquam publicam meretricem, formas vero tanquam procos: adeo ut om-
nes- de rerum principiis opiniones huc redeant, & ad illam diftributionem
reducantur, ut mundus fit, vel a Mercurio, vel a Penclope & procis omni-
bus. Tertia autem gencratio Panis ejufmodi eft, ut videantur Graeci ali-
quid de Hebracis myfteriis, vel per AEgyptios internuncios, vcl utcunque
\ inau-
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inaudiviffc. Pertinct enim ad ftatum mundi, non in meris natalibus {uis,
fed poft lapfum Adami, morti & corruptioni expofitum & obnoxium fa-
&um. Ille enim ftatus, Dei, & peccati, (five contumeliae) proles fuit, ac
‘manet. Fuit enim peccatum Adami ex genere contumeliae, cum Deo {imi-
Jis fieri vellet. Itaque triplex ifta narratio de gencratione Panis, etiam vera
videri poflit, fi rite & rebus & temporibus diftinguatur. Nam ifte Pan
(qualem cum nunc intuemor & compleétimur) cx verbo divino, ‘mediantc
confufa materia, (quae tamen ipfa Dei opus erat) & f{ubintrante praevarica-
tione, & per eam corruptione, ortum habet.

NATURAE rerum, fata rerum forores vere perhibentur & ponuntur.
Fata enim vocantur ortus rerum, & durationes, & interitus; atque depref-
fiones etiam, & eminentiae, & labores, & felicitates, denique conditiones
quaccunque individui: quae tamen nifi in individuo nobili (utpote homine,
aut urbe, aut gente) fere non agnofcuntur. Atqui ad iftas condjtiones tam
varias deducit individua illa fingula Pan, rerum fcilicet nagaras ut tan-
‘quam cadem f{it res {quatenus ad individua) catena naturac & filum parca-
rum. Ad haec infuper finxerunt antiqui Panem {emper fub dio morari,
fed parcas {ub fpecu ingenti fubterranco habitare, atque inde maxima
-pernicitate ad homines fubito advolare: quia natura, atque univerfi facies,
fpeQtabilis cft & aperta; at fata individuorum occulta & rapida. Quod fi
fatum accipiatur largius, ut omnem prorfus eventum, non illuftriores tan-
‘tum denotet, tamen utique & co fenfu optime convenit cum univerfitate re-
‘rums cum cx ordine naturae, nil tam exiguum fir, quod fine caufa flat; &
rurfus nil tam magnum, ut non aliunde pendeat; adeo ut fabrica ipfa natu-
rac {yo finu & gremio omnem eventum & minimum & maximum com-
plecatur; & fuo tempore certa lege prodat. Itaque nil mirum fi parcac ut
Panis forores introductae fint & certe legitimae. Nam fortuna vulgi filia eft,
& levioribus tantum philofophis placuit. Sane Epicurus, non folum pro-
fanum infituere fermonem, fed etiam defipere videtur, cum dixit, Prae-
Sftare credere fabulam Deorum quam fatum afferere, acfi quicquam in uni-
-verfo effe poflit inftar infulae, quod a rerum nexu feparetur. Verum Epi-
curus philofophiam fuam naturalem (ut ex ipfius verbis patet) morali {uae
accominodans & fubjiciens, nullam opinionem admittere voluit, quae ani-
mum premeret & morderet, atque ecuthymiam illam (quam a Democrito ac-
ceperar) lacefleret aut turbaret. Itaque fuavitati cogitationum indulgens,
potius quam veritatis patiens, planc jugum jaltavit, & tam fati neceflitatem
quam dcorum metum rcpudiavit.  Verum de parcarum germanitate cum
TPanc fatis dictum eft.

CorNUA autem mundo attribuuntur, ab imo latiora, ad verticem acuta.
Omnis enim rerum natura inftar pyramidis acata eft.  Quippe individua, in
-quibus bafis naturac exporrigitur, infinita funt; ea colliguntur in fpecics,
& ipfas multiplices; fpecies rurfus infurgunt in genera, atque hacc quoque
afcendendo in magis generalia contrahuntur ; ut tandem natura tanquam
in unum coire videcatur; quod figura illa pyramidali cornuum Panis fignifi-
catur. Mirum vero minime eft Panis cornua ctiam coelum ferire; cum ex-
celfa naturac, five ideae univerfales ad divina quodammodo pertingant.  Ira-
que & catena illa Homeri decantata, (caufarum fcilicet naturalium) ad pedem
folii Jovis fixa memorabatur; neque quifquam (ut videre eft) meraphyfi-
cam, & quac in natura acrcrna & immobilia funt, tractavit, atque animum
a fluxu rerum paulifper abduxir, quinon fimulin theologiam naturalem in-
ciderits adco paratns & propinquus cft tranfitus a verrice illa pyramidis ad
divina.

VoL. L L2 CORPUS

&3
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Corpus autem naturae clegantiflime & veriflime depingitur hirfutum,
propter rerum radios. Radii enim funt tanquam naturae crines, five villi:
atque omnia fere vel magis vel minus radiofa funt ; quod in facnltarc vifus
manifeftiffimum eft 5 nec minus in omni virtute magnetica, & operationc ad
diftans. Quicquid cnim operatur ad diftans, id etiam radios emitterc recte
dici poteft. Sed maxime omnium prominct barba Panis, quia radii corpo-
rum cocleftiom, & praecipue folis, maxime ex longinquo operantur & pene-
trant ; adeo ut fupeuoxa terrae, atque ctiam interiora, ad diftantiam non-
nullam plane verterint & fubcoermt, & fpiritu 1mplcvermt Elegantior
autem eft figura de barba Panis, quod & fol ipfe, quando parte fupcriorc
-cjus nube obvoluta, radii inferius erumpunt, ad afpetum barbatus cerni-
tur. :
Exiam corpus naturac rediflime defcribitur biforme, ob differentiam
corporum fuperiorum & inferiorum. Illa enim ob pLﬂchutudmcm & motus
acqua litatem & conftantiam, necnon imperivm in terram & terreftria, me-
rito {ub humana figura 1cpxacfentantur, cum natura humanaordinis & donu—
nationis particeps fit : haec autem ob perturbationem & motus incompofitos,
& quod a coeleftibus in plurimis regantar, bruti animalis figura contenta
cffe poffunt. Porro eadem corporis biformis defcriptio pertinet ad partici-
pationem fpecierum : Nulla enim naturae {pecies, ﬁmplcx videri poteft, fed
tanquam ex duobus participans, & concreta. Habet enim homo nonni-
hil ex bruto, brutum nonnihil ex planta, planta nonnihil ex corpore inani-
mato, omniaque revera biformia funt & ex fpecie fuperiore & inferiore
compacta. Acutiflima autem cft allegoria de pedibus caprae, propter afcen-
flonem corporum terreftrium verfus regiones aéris & coeli, ubi etiam pen-
filia fiunt, & inde dejiciuntur, magis quam defcendunt. Capra enim ani-
mal {canforium eft, eaque e rupibus pendere, atque in praccipitiis haerere
amat ; f{imiliter etiam res, licet inferiori globo deftinatae, faciunt, idque
miris modis, ut in nubibus & meteoris manifeftifliimum eft. Imo non fine
caufa Gilbertus, qui de magnete laboriofiffime & fecundum viam experi-
mentalem confcripfit, dubitationem injecit 5 numnon forte corpora gravia,
‘poft longam a rerra diftantiam, motum verfus inferiora paulatim exuant ?

INs1GN1A autem in manibus Panis ponuntur duplicia s alterum harmo-
niae, alterum imperii. Fiftula enim ex fcptem calamis concentum rerum
& harmoniam, five concordiam cum difcordia miftam, (quae ex {eprem ftel-
larum crrantium motu conficitur,) evidenter oftendit. Neque enim alii,
praecterquam f{eptem planetarum, inveniuntur in coclo crrores, five expatia-
tiones manifeftae, quae cum aequalitate ftellarum fixiram, carumque perpe-
tua & invariabili ad fe invicem diftantia compofitac & temperatae, tum
conftantiam {pecicrum, tum fluxum individuorum tueri & ciere poflint.  Si
qui vero {int planetac minores, quinon confpiciuntur; fiqua etiam mutatio
in coclo major, (ut in cometis nonnullis fuperlynaribus) videntur illa profe-
¢to tanquam fiftulae, aut omnino mutae, aut ad tempus tantum ftreperac;
utpotc quarum operationes vel ad nos non perlabantur, vel harmoniam illam
feptem fiftularum Panis non diu interturbent. Pedum autem illud imperii
nobilis tranflatio eft, proptcr vias naturae pagtim rectas, partim obliquas. At-
que baculum illum, five virga, verfus fuperiorem partem praccipue curva cft,
quia omnia prowdcntxac dlvmac opera in mundo fere per ambages & circut-
tus fiunt, ut alind agi videri poflit, aliud revera agatur, ﬁcut ]ofcphl ven-
ditio 1n AEoyptum & {imilia. Quinetiam in regimine humano omni pru-
dentiore, qui ad gubernacula fedent, populo convenientia, per practextus &

vias
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vias obliquas, felicius quac volunt, quam ex dire¢to fuperinducunt & infi-
nuant. Eriam (quod miram fortafle videri poflit) in rebus mere naturalibus
citius naturam fallas quam premas: adeo, quac ex directo fiunt, inepta funt,
& fe ipra impediunt; cum contra, via obliqua & infinuans molliter fluat, &
cffeGtum fortiatur. Veflis Panis & amiculum ingeniofe admodum ex pelle
pardalis fuiffe fingitur, propter maculas ubique fparfas. Coelum enim ftel-
lis, maria infulis, tellus floribus confperguntur 5 atque etiam res particula-
rcs fere variegatac effe folent circa fuperficiem, quac veluti rel chlamys cft.

OFF1cIUM autem Panis nulla alia re, tam ad vivum propom atque ex-
p licari potuerit, quam quod deus venatorum fit. Omnis enim naturalis a-
Qio, atque adco motus & progreflio, nihil aliud quam venatio eft. Nam
. & {cientiac & artes opera {ua venantur ; & confilia humana fines fuos; atque
res naturales omnes vel alimenta {va, ut conferventur, vel voluptates & delis
cias fuas, ut perficiantur, venantur 5 (omnis fiquidem venatio eft aut praedac,
aut animi caufa:) idque modis peritis & fagacibus.

Torva leacna lupum [equitur, lupus ipfe capellam,
Florentem cjfzﬁzm Sequitur laftiva capella.

Etiam ruricolarum in gencre Pan dcus eft, quia hujufimodi homines magis
fecundum naturam vivunt; cum in urbibus & aulis, natura a cultu nimio
corrumpatur, ut illud poétac amatorium, verum, propter hujufmodi deli-
cias, ctiam d¢ natura fit:

Pars minima eft ipfa puella [ii.

Montium autem imprimis praefes dicitur Pan, quia in montibus & locis editis
natura rerum panditur, atque oculis & contemplationi magis fubjicitur.
Quod alter a Mercurio deorum nuncius {it Pan, ea allegoria plane divina eft,
cum proxime poft verbum Dei, ipfa mundi imago, divinac potentiac & fa-
picntiac pracconium fit. Quod & potta divinus cecinit, Coels enarrant glo-

riam Dei, atque opera manuum ejus imdicat ﬁrmamentum
At Pana obletant nymphae, animae {cilicet : deliciae enim mundi ani-
mac viventium funt. Hic autem merito illarum imperator, cum illae natu-
ram quacque fuam tanquam ducem fequantur, & circa eum infinita cum va-
rietate, veluti fingulae more patrio, faltent, & choreas ducant, motu neuti-
quam ceflante. Itaque acute quidam ex recentioribus, facultates animae
omnes ad motum reduxit, & nonnullorum ex antiquis faftidium & praecipi-
tationem notavit, qui memoriam & phantaﬁam & rationem defixis prac-
propere oculis intuentes & contemplantes, vim cogirativam, quac primas tc-
net, practermiferunt. Nam & qui meminit, aut ctiam rcmlmfatur, cogi-
tat; & qui imaginatur, fimiliter cogitat; & qui ratiocinatur, utique cogitat:
denique anima, five a fenfu monita, five {ibi permiffa, five in fun&ioni-
bus intelle@tus, five affetuum & voluntatis, ad modulationcm cogita-
tionum faltat ; quac cft illa nympharum tripudiatio. Una vero perpetuo
comitantur fatyri & Sileni, fencétus fcilicet & juventus. Omnium enim
rerum cft actas quacdam hilaris & motu gaudens, atque rurfus aetas tarda
& bibula: utriufque autem aetatis ftudia vere contemplanti fortafle ridi-
cula & deformia videantur, inftar fatyri alicujus aut Sileni.  De Panicis au-
tem terroribus prudentiflima doctrina proponitur.  Natura enim rerum om-
nibus viventibus indidit metum & formidinem, vitac atquc cflentiae fuac
confervatricem, ac mala ingruentia vitantem & depellentem.  Veruntamen
cadem natura modum tencre nc:ia eft, fed timoribus falutaribus femper
vanos
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vanos & inancs admifcet; adeo ut omnia (fi intus confpici darentur) Panicis
terroribus pleniflima fint; praefertim humana; & maxime omunium apud
vulgum, qui fuperftitione (quac vere nihil aliud quam Panicus terror cft) in
immenfum laborat & agitatur, praccipue temporibus duris & trepitiis & ad-
verfis. Neque f{uperflitio ifta tantummodo in vulgo regnat, fed ab opinio-
nibus vulgi etiam in fapientiores aliquando infilit, ut divine Epicurus (fi cae-
tera quac de diis differuit ad hanc normam fuiflent) locutus fit: Noz deos
vulgi negare profanum, [éd vulgi opiniones diis applicare profanum.

Quob vero attinet ad audaciam Panis & pugnam per provocationem cum
Cupidine; id co fpeftat, quia materia non caret inciinatione & appetictu ad
diffolutionem mundi & recidivationem in illud chaos antiquum, nifi prac-
valida resum concordia (per amorem five Cupidinem fignificata) malitia &
impetus ejus cohibererur, & in ordinem compelleretur. Itaque bono ad-
modum hominum & rerum fato fit, (vel potius. immenf(a bonitate divina)
ut Pan illud certamen adverfum experiatur, & victus abfcedat. Eodem
prorfus pertinet & illud de Typhone in retibus implicato, quia utcunque
aliquando vafti & infoliti rerum tumores fint, (id quod Typhon fonat) five
intumefcant maria, five intumefcant nubes, five intumefcat terra, five alia,
tamen rerum natura hujufimodi corporum exuberantias atque infolentias reti
inextricabili implicat & coercet, & veluti catena adamantina devincit.

Quop autem inventio Gereris huic deo ateribuatur, idque inter venati-
onem; reliquis autem diis negetur, licet fedulo quacrentibus, & illud ip-
fum agentibus; monitum habet verum admodum & prudens: hoc fcilicet,
ne rerum utilium ad vitam & cultum inventio, a philofophiis abftra&tis, tan-
quam diis majoribus, expettetur, licet totig viribus in illud ipfum incumbants
fed tantummodo a Pane, id eft experientia fagaci, & rerum mundi notitia
univerfalis quae etiam cafu quodam, ac veluti inter venandum, in hujuf
modi inventa incidere folet. Utiliflima enim quaeque inventa experientiae
debentur, & veluti donaria quaedam fuere cafu in homines fparfa.

ILLUD autem mufices certamen, cjuf{que eventus, falutarem exhibet do-
&rinam, atque cam quae rationi & judicio humano geftienti & fe efferenti,
fobrietatis vincula injicere poflit. Duplex enim videtur effe harmonia &
quafi mufica, altera fapientiac divinae, altcra rationis humanae.  Judicio e-

xnim humano, ac veluti auribus mortalium, adminiftratio mundi & rerum, &

judicia divina fecretiora, fonant aliquid durum & quafi abfonum: Quae in-
{citia licet afininis auribus merito infigniatur, tamen & illac ipfac aures fecre-
to non palam geftantur. Neque enim hujufce rei deformitas a vulgo con-
{picitur aut notatur.

PosTREMO minime mirum eft, fi nulli amores Pani attribuantur, prae-
ter conjugitm Echus; mundus enim fe ipfo, atque in fe rebus omnibus fru-
itar : Qui amat autem frui vult, nequc in copia defiderio locus cft. Iraque
mundi amores effe nulli poflunt, ncc potinndi cupido, (cum fe ipfe conten-
tus {it) nifi fortafle amores fermonis. Ii funt nympha Echo, res non folida
fed vocaliss aut fi accuratiores fint, fyringa quando fcilicer verba & vaccs,
numeris quibufdam five poéticis, five oratoriis, & tanquam modulamine, re-
guntur. Inter fermones autem five voces excellenter ad conjugium mundi
fumitur fola Echo: Ea enim demum vera eft philofophia, quac mundi ipfi-
us voces fideliflime reddit, & veluti didtante mundo conferipta eft; & ni-
hil aliud cft quam ¢jufdem fimulachrum & reflexio ;s neque addit quicquam
de proprio, fed tantum iterat & refonar. Nam quod lunam Pan in altas
fylvas aliquando fevocafler, videtur pertinere ad congreflum fenfus cum

rebus:
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rebus coeleftibus five divinis. Nam alia ¢ft Endymionis ratio, alia Panis:
Ad Endymionem dormientem fponte fe demittit lunas fiquidem ad intel-
le@tum fopitum & a fenfibus abductum;, quandoque fponte influunt divina :

Quod fi accetfantur & vocentur a fenfu, tanquam a Pane, tum vero nod
aliud lumen praebent quam illud :

uale [uth incertam linam [ub luce maligna
EJ iter in [jlvis.

Ad mundi etiam fufficientiam & perfe@ionem pertinet, quod prolem non
edat. Ille enim per partes genérat ; per totum quomodo generare poflit,
cum corpus extra ipfum non fit? Nam de muliercula illa Iambe, filia Panis
putanva eft fane ea adje@io quaedam ad fabulam fapientiffima. Per illani
enim repracfentantur eac, quac perpetuis temporibus paflim vagantur at-
que omnia implent, vamloquae de rerum natura dodtrinae, re ipfa infructu-
ofac, genere quafi fubdititiae, gatrulitate vero interdum jucundae; inter-
dum moleftac & importunac.

Exemplum alterum philofophiae, fecundum paiabolas antiquas in poli-
ticisi De bello fecundum fabulam Perfei:

)ERSEUS orlentalis cim fuiffet, miffus traditur a Pallade, ad obtrun-
candam Medufam, quae populis plurimis ad occidentem, in extremis
Iberiae partlbus maximae calamitati fuit. Monftrum enim hoc alias cru-
dcle & immane, etiam afpe&tu tam dirum atque horrendum fuxt, ut ¢o fo-
lo homines in faxa verteret. Erat autem € Gorgonibus una, Medufa, ac fo-
la inter eas mortalis, cum reliquae paflivac non effent. Perfeus i igitur ad
tam nobile facinus fe comparans, arma ac dona tribus diis mutuo accepit 3
alasa Mercurio, talares {cilicet non axillares; a Plutone autem galeam; fcu-
tum denique. a Pallade & f{peculum. Neque tamen (licet tanto apparatu
inftructus) ad Medufam re&ta perrexit, fed primum ad Graeas divertit. Eae
forores, ex altera parente, Gorgonibus erant ; atque Graeae iftac canae eti-
am a nativitate erant & tanquam vetulac. Oeulus autem iis tantummodo &
dens erat omnibus unicus; quos prout exire foras quamque contigerat, vi-
ciflim geftabant, reverfac autem deponere folebant. Hunc itaque oculum
atque hunc dentem illae Perfeo commodarunt: Tum demum cum fe abun.
de ad deftinata perficienda inftrutum judicaret, ad Medufam properavit;
impiger & volans. Illam autem offendit dormientem; neque tameén afpe-
Qui ejus fi (forfan evigilaret) fe¢ committere audebat, fed cervice reflexa;
& in fpeculum illud Palladis infpiciens, atque hoc modo ictus dirigens, ca-
put Medufae abfcidit : Ex fanguinc autem cjpufdem in terram fufo ﬁanm
Pegafus alatus emicuit. Caput autem abfciffum Perfeus in fcutum Palladis
eranftulit & inferuit: Cui etiamnum fua manfic vis, ut ad ejus intuitum
omnes ceu attoniti aut fiderati obrigerent.

FasurLa confitta videtur de belligerandi ratione & prudcntla. Atque
primo omnis belli fufceptio debet efie tanquam miflio a Pallade ; non a Ve-
ncre certe, (ut bellum Trojanum fuit) aut alia levi ex caufas quippe cum in
confilits folidis decreta de bellis fundari oporteat. Dcinde de genere belli
cligendo, tria proponit fabula praccepta, fana admedum & gravia. Pri-
mum cft, ut de ﬁtbjugaz‘zane Bationum jzmtzmarum qms non magnoperc
laboret. Neque enim cadem eft pammonu & wmperii ampllﬁcandl ratio.
Nam in poficflionibus privatis, vicinitas praediorum fpetatur, fed in pro-

pagando
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pagando imperio occafio, & belli conficiendi facilitas & fruétus, loco vi-
cinitatis effe debent. Iraque Perfeus licet orientalis, tamen tam longinquam
expeditionem, ufque ad extremum occidentem, minime detre&tavit. Hu-
jus rei exemplum infigne cft in belligerandi diverfa ratione patris & filii re-
gum, Philippi & Alexandri. Ille enim in finitimis bellis occupatus, urbes
paucas imperio adjecit, idque non fine maxima contentione & periculo.
Quippe qui & alias & praccipue in proelio Chacroneo, in ultimum difcrimen
adduétus fuit: At Alexander longinquam expeditionem benc aufus in Per-
{as, nationes infinitas fubjugavit, magis itineribus quam proeliis fatigatus.
Hoc ipfum adhuc clarius cernitur, in propagatione imperii Romanorum; qui
quo tempore, ex parte occidentis, vix ultra Liguriam armis penetraverant,
codem tempore orientis provincias ufque ad montem Taurum armis & impe-
rio complexi funt. Etiam Carolus Octavus rex Galliae, bellum Britannicum
(quod matrimonio tandem compofitum eft) non admodum facile expertus,
expeditionem illam Neapolitanam longinquam, admiranda quadam facilitate
& felicitate tranfegit. Habent certe hoc bella longinqua, ut cum iis manus
conferatur, qui militiae & armis invaforis minime fint affueti : Quod in fi-
nitimis fecus fe habet. Etiam & apparatus in hujufmodi expeditionibus {o-
let effe diligentior & inftruttior ; & terror apud hoftes ex ipfo aufu & fidu-
cia major. Neque etiam fere poflit fieri in illis expeditionibus remotis per
hoftes, ad quos tam longo itinere pervenitur, diverfio aliqua aut invafio re-
ciproca, quae in belligerandi ratione cum finitimis faepius adhibetur. C4-
put autem rei eft, quod in fubjugandis finitimis, occafionum delectus in an-
gufto verfatur; at {i quis longinquiora non detrectet, poterit pro arbitrio
{uo eo transferre bellum, ubi aut difciplina militaris maxime eft enervata,
aut vires nationis plurimum attritac & confumptae, aut diflidia civilia oppor-
tune oborta, aut aliac hujufinodi commoditates {e oftendant. Secundum eft,
ut femper f{ubfit caufa belli jufta, & pia, & honorifica, & favorabilis : Id
enim alacritatem tum militibus, tum populis impenfas conferentibus, addit,
& focietates aperit & conciliat, & plurimas denique commoditates habet.
Inter caufas autem belli, admodum favorabilis eft ea, quae ducit ad debel-
landas tyrannides, fub quibus populus fuccumbit, & profternitur fine ani-
mis & vigore, tanquam fub afpetum Medufae; quod etiam Herculi divi-
nitatem conciliavit. Romanis certe magna religio fuit, ftrenuc & impigre
accurrere ad focios tuendos, fi quoquo modo opprefli fuiffent. Etiam bella
ob vindictam juftam fere femper felicia fuerunt, ficut bellum adverfts Bru-
tum & Caflium, ad vindicandam mortem Caefaris s Severi ad vindicandam
mortem Pertinacis 5 Junii Bruti ad vindicandam mortem Lucretiae. Deni-
que quicunque bello calamitates hominum & injurias aut levant aut vindi-
cant, {ub Pcrfed militant. Tertium ut in omni bello fufcipiendo vera fit
acftimatio viriums atque refte perpendatur, utrum bellum fit tale, quod
confici & ad exitum perduci poflit, ne quis vaftas & infinitas {pes perfequa-
tur. Prudenter enim Perfeus inter Gorgonas (per quas bella repracfentan-
tur) eam delcgit, quac in fua natura mortalis erat, neque ad impoflibilia
animum adjecit. Atque de iis, quae in fufcipicado bello deliberationem fub-
cunt, hacc praccipit fabula, reliqua ad belligerationem ipfam pertinent.

IN bello maxime omnium profunt illa tria dona deorum, adco ut fortu-
nam ipfam fere regant & trahant. Accepit enim Perfeus celeritatem a Mer-
curio, occultationem confiliorum ab Orco, & providentiam a Pallade: Ne-
que caret allegoria, eaque prudentiflima, quod alae illae celeritatis in rebus

conficiendis (cum celeritas in bello plurimum poflit) talares, non axillares

fuerint,
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fuerint, atque pedibus, non humeris additacs quia non tam in primis belli
aggreflibus, quam in iis quae fcquuntur & purms fubfidio funt, celeritas re-
quiritur. Nullus enim error in bello magis frequens fuit, quam quod pro-
fecutiones & fubfidiarii impetus initiorum alacritati non Lefpondeant. At
galea Plutonis (quae homines invifibiles reddere folebat) manifefta para-
bola eft. Nam confiliorum occultatio poft celeritatem maximi ad belium
eft momenti: Cujus etiam celeritas ipfa pars magna eft. Celeritas enim
confiliorum evulgationem praevertit. Ad galeam Plutonis fpectant, ut unus
bello praefit, cum mandatis liberis; confultationes enim cum multis, habent
aliquid potius ex criftis Martis, quam ex galea Plutonis. Eodem fpeQant
praetextus varii, & dcﬁonamones ancipites, "& famae emiflariae, quae oculos
hominum aut pexﬁungunt aut avertunt, atque vera conﬁhoxum in obfcuro
ponunt. Etiam cautiones diligentes & fufpicaces, de literis, de legatis, dé
pcrfums, & complura alia, galeam Plutonis ornant & revinciunt.. At non
minus intereft, confilia hoftium cxplorare, quam fua occultare : Traque
galeac Plutoms adjungendum eft fpeculum Palladis, per quod hoftium vi-
res, inopia, occulti fautores, diflidia & faltioncs, pxovlcﬁ”us confilia cer-
nantur. Quoniam vero tantum fortuitorum fufaplt ratio belli, ut nec in
confiliis propriis oceultandis, nec in hoftium explorandis, nec in celeritate ip-
fa, multum fiduciac ponendum fit, ideo ante omnia fumendum Palladis fcu-
tum, providentiae {cilicet, ut quam minimum fortunae relinquatur. Huc
-pertinent explorato vias inire, caftra diligenter munire, (quod in militia mo-
derna in defuetudinem fere abiits caftra vero inftar urbis munitac, Roma-
nis ad adverfos proclii eventus erant) acies ftabilis & ordinata, non nimium
fidendo cohortibus levis armaturae, aut etiam equitum turmis; denique om-
nia quae ad folidam & folicitam defenfivam fpe&tant : cum plus valeat uti-
que in bellis fcutum Palladis quam gladius ipfe Martis. Verum Perfeo ut-
cunque copiis aut animis inftructo, reftat alind quidpiam, maximi per om-
nia momenti, antequam bellum incipiatur : Nimirum, ut divertat ad Graeas:
Graeae autem proditiones funt, bellorum fcilicet fmores non germanae il-
lae quidem, fed generis nobilitate quafi impares: Bella enim Oenexoﬁl, pro-
ditioncs deocncus & turpes. Earum defcriptio elegans eft, ut canae a na-
tivitate fmt & tanquam Vvetulae, propter peipetuas plodltorum curas & tre-
pidationes. Earum autem vis (anthuam in manifeftam defetionem crum-
pant) aut in oculo aut in dente eft: Omnis enim faétio, a ftatu quopiami
alicnata, &in proditionem propenfa, & fpeculatur & mordet. Atque hu-
jufmodi oculus & dens tanquam communis eft. Nam qulcquld didicerunt
& noverunt, ferc per manus ab una ad alteram tranfit & percurrit.  Et quod
ad dentem attinet, uno quafi ore mordent, & eadem {candala ja&tant; ut {i
unam audias omnes audias. Itaque Perfeo funt iftae Graeae conciliandae, at-
que in auxilium adducendae, praefertim ut oculum & dentem fuum ci com-
modent; oculum ad mdlc1a> dentem ad rumores ferkndos & invidiam con-
flandam, & animos hominum folicitandos. Poﬁquam vero omnia bene fu-
erint ad bellum pracparate dlfpoﬁta illud imprimis curandam, quod Pet-
feus fecit, ut Medufa dormiens inveniatur. Prudens enim belli fu(ccptor fem-
per fere hoftem affequitur imparatumn, & fecuritati ‘propiorcm Denique in
ipfis belli a&tjonibus atque infultibus, ille intvitus in {peculum Palladis, ad-
operandus eft. Plurimi cnim ante ipfa pericula res hoftium acute & at-
tente introfpicere poffunt ; at in ipfo periculi articulo aut terrore offundun-
tur, aut pericula nimium praecipites & a fronte fpettant; unde in illa te-
mere ruunt, vincendi memores, vitandi obliti; At neutrum horum fieri
YoL. I M debet,
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debet, fed in fpeculum Palladis, cervice reflexa infpiciendum, ut impetus
reéte dirigatur, abfque vel terrore vel furore.

A bello perfe@to & victoria, fequuntur effeéta duo: Pegafi illa generatio &
exfufcitatio; quae fatis evidenter famam denotat, quac per omnia volat, &
vittoriam celebrat, & reliquias belli faciles & in votum cadentes cthcit,
Sccundum, geftatio capitis Medufae in feutos fiquidem nullum pracfidii genus
huic ob pracftantiam comparari poflic. Unicum enim facinus infigne &
memorabile, feliciter geftum & perpetratum, omnes hoftium motus obrigefcere
facit, atque malevolentiam ipfam flupidam reddit.

Exemplum tertium philofophiae fecundum parabolas antiquas, in mo-
ralibus. “De cupiditate, [ecundum fabulam Dionyfi.

ARRANT, Semeclem, Jovis pellicem, poftquam juramento cum in-

violabili ad votum indcfinitum obftrinxiffet, pctiifle, ut ad amplexus
{uos accederct talis, qualis cum Junone confueflet. Itaque illa ex confla-
grationc periit. Infans autem, quem in utero geftabat, a patre exceptus, in
femur cjus infutus eft, donec menfes foetui deftinatos compleret: Ex quo
tamen onere Jupiter interim nonnihil claudicabat.  Itaque pucr quod Jo-
vem, dum in femore cjus portaretur, gravaret & pungeret, Dionyfi nomen
accepit. Poftquam autem editus effer; apud Proferpinam per aliquot annos
nutritus eft. Cum vero adultus effer, ore fere muliebri confpiciebatur, ut
fexus videretur tanquam ambigui. Etiam extinGus & fepultus quondam
crat ad tempus, non ita multo poft revixit. Atque prima juventa vitis cul-
turam, atque adeo vini confeftionem & ufum primus invenit & edocuit:
Ex quo celebris fadtus & inclytus, orbem terrarum {ubjugavit, & ad ulti-
mos Indorum terminos perrexit.  Curru autem vehebatur a tigribus trattos
circa cum fubfultabant daemoncs deformes, Cobali vocati, Acratus & alii.
Quin & mufae comitatui ejus fe adjungebant : Uxorem autem fibi fumpfic
Ariadnem, a Thefeo defertam & reliCtam. Arbor ei facra erat hedera.
Etiam facrorum & ceremoniarum inventor & inftitutor habebatur; ejus ta-
men generis, quae & fanaticae erant & plenae corruptelarum, atque infuper
crudeles. Furores quoque immigtendi poteftatem habebat.  Certe in orgiis
cjus, a mulieribus furore percitis, duo viri infignes difcerpti narrantur, Pen-
theus & Orpheus: Ille, dum arbore confcenfa fpe&tator eorum quae ageren-
tur, curiofus efle voluiffet; hic, cum lyram fuaviter & perite pulfarct: Atque
hujus det res geftac cum Jovis rebus fere confunduntur.

Fasura videtur ad mores pertinere, ut vix quicquam in philofophia
morali melius inveniatur. Defcribitur autem fub perfona Bacchi natura
cupiditatis, five affeGtuum & perturbationum animi. Primum igitur, quod
ad natalia cupiditatis attinets origo cupiditatis omnis, licet nocentifitmae,
non alia eft, quam bonum apparens.  Sicut enim virtutis mater c¢ft bonum
exiftens, fimilirer cupiditatis mater eft bonum apparens.  Altera Jovis (fub
cujus perfona anima humana repraefentatur) uxor legitima, altera pellex:
quac tamen Junonis honores acmuletur, tanquam Semele.  Concipitur vero
cupiditas in voto illicito, prius temere conceflo, quam rite intclle¢to & ju-
dicato. Atque poftquam effervefcere coeperit, mater cjus (natura fcilicet
& fpecies boni) ex nimio incendio deftruitur & perit.  Proceflus autent cu-
piditatis a conceptu fuo talis eft: illa ab animo humano (qui cjus eft genitor)
& nutricatur & occultatur, - praccipue in inferiore parte ejus, tanquam fe-
more; atque animum pungit & convellit & deprimit, adco ut a&tiones &

decreta
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decreta ab ea impediantur & claudicent.  Quinetiam poftquam confenfu &
rempore confirmata eft, & in actus erumpit, ut jam quafi menfes comple-
verit, & edita plane {it atque nata, primo tamen ad tempus nonnullum apud
Proferpinam educatur, id eft, latebras quaerit, atque clandeftina eft, & quafi
{ubterranea; doncc remotis pudoris & metus fraenis, & coalita audacia, aut
virtutis alicujus practextum fumit, aut infamiam ipfam contemnit. Atque
illud veriflimum eft, omnem affe€tum veliementiorem tanquam ambigui fex-
us cffc. Habet enim impetum virilem, impotentiam autem mulicbrem.
Etiam illud praeclare, Bacchum mortuum reviviftere : Videntur enim af-
fetus quandoque fopiti, atque cxtin@i; fed nulla fides habenda cft eis, ne
fepultis quidem : fiquidem praebita materia & occafione refurgunt.

D& inventione vitis parabola pruders eft: omrtis enim affe¢tus ingeniofus
eft admodum & fagax, ad inveftigandum ea, quae ipfum alant & foveant.
Atqui ante omnia, quac hominibus innotuere, vinum ad perturbationes cu-
jufcunque generis excitandas & inflammandas potentiflimum eft, & maxime
cfficax; atque eft cupiditatibus in genere inftar fomitis communis.  Elegan-
tiflime autem ponitur affeGtus five cupiditas, provinciarum fubjugitor, &
cxpeditionis infinitac fufceptor : nunquam enim partis acquiefcit, fed appe-
titu infinito, neque fatiabili, ad ulteriora tendit & novis {femper inhiat.
Etiam tigres apud affettus ftabulant, & ad currum eorum fubinde jugantur.
Poftquam cnim affectus curulis efle coeperit, non pedeftris, fed victor rationis
& quafi triumphator factus fit, in omnes, qui adverfantur aut fe opponunt,
crudelis eft & indomitus ac immitis. Facetum autem eft, quod circa cur-
rum Bacchi fubfultant illi daemones deformes & ridiculi. Omnis enim affe-
&us vchementior progignit motus in oculis & ore ipfo & geftu indecoros
& inconditos, fubfultorios & deformes 5 adeo ur qui fibi ipfi fortafle in aliquo
affc@u (veluti ira, arrogantia, amore) videatur magnificus & tumidus, aliis
tamen appareat turpis & ridiculus. Confpiciuntur autem in cupiditatis co-
mitatu mufae: Neque enim reperitur ullus fere affetus, tam pravas &
vilis, cui non blandiatur aliqua doftrina. Hac enim inre, ingeniorum in-
dulgentia & procacitas, mufarum majeftatem in immenfum minuit; ut cum
duces vitae & figniferi effe debeant, fint non raro cupiditatum pediffequac
& oblectatrices. '

IMmpr1MI1s vero nobilis eft illa allegoria, Bacchum amores {uos in eam
cffudiffe, quae ab alio reli®ta erat & faftidita. Certiflimum enim eft, affe-
¢tus id petere atque ambire, quod experientia jam pridem repudiavit. At-
que norint omnes, qui affectibus fuis fervientes & indulgentes, pretium po-
tiundi in immenfum augent, (five honores appetant, five amores, five glo-
riam, five {cientiam, five alia quaecunque) fe res relictas petere & a com-
pluribus, per omnia fere faecula, poft experimentum, dimiffas & repudiatas.
Neque myfterio caret, quod hedera Baccho facka fuerit; hoc enim duplici
modo convenit. Primum, quod hedera hyeme virefcat; deinde, quod
circa tot res (arbores, parictes, aedificia) ferpat, ac circumfundatur & fe at-
tollat. Quod ad primum enim attinet, omnis cupiditas per renitentiam &
vetitum, & tanquam antiperiftafin (yeluti per frigora brumae hedera) vire-
feit, ac vigorem acquirit: fecundo, affeftus aliquis in humana anima prae-
dominans, omncs cjus actiones & decreta, tanquam hedera, circamfepit ; ne-
que fere quicquam purum invenias, quo illa clavicalas fuas non imprimat.
Neque mirum eft, {i {uperftitiofi ritus Baccho attribuantur, cum omnis fere
malefanus affe@us in pravis religionibus Juxurietur : adco ut haereticorum
colluvies Bacchanalia cthnicorum fuperarit; quorum ctiam fuperflitiones,

YouL. L M2 non

9t



92

DE AUGMENTIS $CIENTIARUM. Lib.IL

non minus cruentae, quam turpes extiterunt. Neque itidem mirum eft,
fi furores a Baccho immitti putentur, cum & omnis affectus in exceflu fio,
veluti furor brevis fit, &, {i vehementius obfideat & incumbat, in infania
faepius terminetur. Illud autem de Pentheo & Orpheo inter orgia Bacchi
laceratis, evidentem parabolam habet; cum affeftus quifque praevalidus
erga duas res fit afperrimus atque infenfiflimus s quarum altera eft inqui-
fitio in eum curiofa, altera, admonitio falutaris & libera. Neque auxilio
fuerit, fiilla inquifitio fiat tantum contemplationis aut fpectandi gratia, tan-
quam arbore confcenfa, abfque omni animi malignitate ; neque rurfus, fi
admonitio illa, multa cum fuavitate & dexteritate adhibeatur; verum ut-
cunque non tolerant orgia aut Pentheum aut Orpheum. Poftremo, illa
confufio perfonarum Jovis & Bacchi, ad parabolam re&te traduci poteft;
quandoquidem res geftae nobiles & clarae, atque merita infignia & gloriofa,
interdum a virtute & reéta ratione & magnanimitate, interdum autem a la-
tente affetu & occulta cupiditate (utcunque famae & laudis celebritate
utraque res pariter gaudeat) proveniant; ut non facile fit diftinguere facta
Dionyfi a faiis Jovis.

VERUM in theatro nimis din moramur ; tranfeamus ad palatium animi ;
cujus limina majori cum veneratione & cura ingredi convenit.
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Partitio feientiae in theologiam & philofophiam. Partitio philofophiae
in doltrinas tress de Numine, de natura, de homine. Conftitutio phi-
lofophiae primaes ut matris communis omninm.

I YISTORIA omnis (rex optime) humi incedit, & ducis potius officio

. quam lucis perfungitur : poéfis autem doltrinae tanquam fomnium :
res dulcis & varia, & volens videri aliquid in fe habere divini; quod etiam
fomnia vendicant. Verum jam tempus eft mihi, ut evigilem, & me humo
attollam, philofophiac & fcientiarum liquidum aethera fecans.

SCIENTIA aquarum fimilis eft: Aquarum aliac defcendunt coelitus,
aliac emanant e terra. Etiam fcientiarum primaria partitio fumenda eft ex
fontibus fuis : Horum alii in alto {iti funt, alii hicinfra. Omnis enim {ci-
entia duplicem fortitur informationem. Una infpiratur divinitus, altera ori-
tur a fenfu. Nam quantum ad illam, quae docendo infunditur, {cientiam;
cumulativa ea eft, non originalis : ficut etiam fit in aquis, quae practer fon-
tes primarios, ex aliis rivulis in {e receptis, augefcunt. Partiemur igitur
{cientiam, in theologiam & philofophiam. Theologiam hic intelligimus in- -
{piratam five facram, non naturalems de qua paulo poft diGturi {umus. At
illam (infpiratam nimirum) ad ultimum locum refervabimus, ut cum ea fer-
mones noftros claudamus 5 cum fit portus & fabbatum humanarum contem-
plationum omnium.

PHILOsOPHIAE autem objeGtum triplex, Deus, natura, homo: Et triplex
itidem radius rerum.  Natura enim percutit intelle@tum radio dire&to 5 Deus
autem propter medium inaequale (creaturas {cilicet) radio refratto s homovero
fibi ipfi monftratus & exhibitus, radio reflexo. Convenit igitur partiri philofo-
phiam in doftrinas tres; doétrinam de Numine, do&trinam de natura, doctri-
nam dc homine. Quoniam autem partitiones {cientiarum non funt lincis di-
verfis fumiles, quae cogunt ad unum angulum s fed potius ramis arborum,

qui
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qui conjunguntur iti uno tranco, (qui ctigm truncus ad fpat.ium nonnullum -
teger cft & continuus, antequam f{c partiatur in ramos;) 1dcir‘co poftulat rca,
ut priufquam prioris partitionis membra perfequamur, confliruatur una {cj-
entia univerfalis, quac fit mater reliquarum, & habeatur in progrefla dotri-
narum, tanquam portiot viae communis, antequam viac fe feparent & dif
jungant. Hanc {cientiam philofophiac primae, ﬁve~ ctiam fapientiae (quae
olim rcrum divinarum atque humanarum {cientia definicbatur) nomine infig-
nimus. Huic autem f{cientiae nulla alia opponitur; cum ab aliis {cientiis,
potius limitibus, intra quos continetur, quam rebus & fubjeto differar, fa-
ftigia fcilicet rerum tantummodo tractans. Hanc ipfam utrum inter defide-
rata reponcre oporteat, haefiro ;s fed arbit}'or tamen poni d.ebcre. Equidem
invenio farragintem qnandam & maflam inconditam dottrinae ex theologia
naturali, ex logica, ex partibus quibufdam phyficae, (veluti de principiis,
& de anima) compofitam & congeftam, & fublimitate quadam fermonis
hominum, qui fe ipfos admirari amant, tanquam in vertice {cientiarum collo-
catam. Nos vero, miflo faftu, id tantum volumus, ut defignetur aliqua
{cientia, quag fit receptaculum axiomatums quae particularium f{cientiarum
non fint propria, fed pluribus earum 'in commune competant.

PLur1MA autem id genus axiomata efle nemo ambigat. Exempli gra-
tia, i inaequalibus aequalia addas, omnia erunt inaequalia : Regula eft
cx mathematicis; eadem & in cthicis obtinet, quatenus ad juftitiam diftriby-
tivam ; fiquidem in juftitia commutativa, ut paria imparibus tribuantur, ra-
tio aequitatis poftulat ; at in diftributiva, nifi imparia imparibus practtentur,
iniquitas fuerit maxima. Quae in eodem tertio comveninnt, ¢& inter fa
conveniunt : Regula eft itidem ex mathematicis ; verum fimul tam potens
in logica, ut {yllogifmi fit fundamentum. Natura fe potiffimum prodit in
minimis : regula eft in phyficis, tam valida, ut etiam Democriti atomos pro-
duxerit; veruntamen eam reéte adhibuit Ariftoteles in politicis, qui conrem-
plationem reipublicae orditur a familia. Ommnia mutantur, nil interit -
Regula itidem in phyficis hoc modo prolata s Quantum naturae, nec mi-
nuitur, nec amgetur : Eadem competit theologiae naturali, fic variatas
Omnipotentiae funt opera: aliquid ex nihilo facere, & aliquid in nibi-
#um redigere : Quod etiam fcriptura teftatur, ‘Didici, quod ommia opera,
quae fecit Dens, perfeverent in perpetuum s non poffumus eis quicqnam
addere mec auferre.  Interitus rei arcetur per reduitionem ejus ad
principia: Regula eft in phyficis; cadem valet in politicis, (ut re@e no-
tavit Machiavellus) cum illa quae interitum rerumpublicarum maximc pro-
hibent, nihil aliud fere fint, quam reformatio earum, & reducio ad antiquos
mores.  Putiedo férpens magis contagiofa eff, quam matura: Reguly
cft in phyficis, eadem infignis ctiam in moralibus ; cum homines profligatif-
fimi & maxime facinorofi, minus corruptelae inferant publicis moribus,
quam qui aliquid videntur habere fanitatis & virtutis, & ex parte tantum
mali funt.  Quod confervativum eft formae majoris, id attivitate poten-
tius : Regula cft in phyficis. Etenim, ut non abfcindatur ipfe rerum ne-
xus, nec detur (ut loquuntur) vacuum, facit ad confervandam fabricam
univerfi. Ut vero gravia congregentur ad maflam terrae, facit ad confer-
vafidam tantum regionem denforum. Itaque prior motus pofteriorem do-
mat.  Eadem tenct in politicis. Nam quae faciunt ad confervandam ipfam
politiam in {ua natura, validiora funt, quam quac ad bene efle particularium
mn republica membrorum conducunt. Similiter eadem locum habet in
theologia. Etcnim in theologicis virtutibus, chatitas, quac cft virtus maxime

com-
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communicativa, prac reliquis omnibus eminct. Augetur vis agentis per
wntiperiftafin contrarii: Regula eft in phyficis. Eadem mira practtes in
politicis; cum omnis faltio, cx contraria ingruente vchementer irritcrur.
Tonus diftors in concordem actutum definens, concentum commendat :

regu