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T
HE confufion which overfpred England after the murder of Charles I. 

6 
proceeded as well from the fpirit of refinement an~ innovation, which Stat: o19Eng~ 
agitated the ruling party, as from the diffolution of all that authority, land. 

'" both civil and ecclefiafi:ical, by which the nation had ever been accuf-
tomed to be governed. Every man had framed the model of a republic; and, 
however new it was or fantafi:ical, he was eager of recommending it to his fellow ci-
tizens, or even of impofing it by force upon them. Every man had adjufl:ed a fyf-
tem of religion, which, being derived from no traditional authority, was peculiar to 
himfelf; and being founded on fuppofed infpiration, not on any principles of human 
reafoning, had no means, befides cant and low rhetoric, by which it could recom-
mend itfelf to others.. The Levellers infifi:ed on an equal diftribution of property 

VoL. VI. B and 
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and power, and difclaimed ail dependance and fubordination. The Millenarians 
or Fifth-fv1onarchy-men required, that government itfelf !hould be aboli!hed, 
and all human powers be laid in the duft, in order to pave the way for the domi
nion of Chrift, whofe fecond coming on earth they fuddenly expetl:ed. The 
Antinomians even infifted, i.hat the obligations of morality and natural law were 
fufpended, and that the elect, guided by an internal principle, more perfect and 
divine, were fuperior to the beggarly eleinent.r of juftice and humanity. A confi
derable party declaimed againft tythes and a hireling priefthood, and were re
folved that the magiftrate !hould not fupport by power or revenue any ecclefi
aftical eftablirnment. Another party inveighed againft the law and its profeffors ; 
and on pretence of rendering more fimple the diftribution of juftice, were de
firous of abolilh.ing the whole fyftem of Englilh. jurifprudence, which feemed in
terwoven with monarchical government. Even thofe among the republicans, 
who adopted not fuch extravagancies, were fo intoxicated with their faintly cha
racter, that they fuppofed themfelves pof[effed of peculiar privileges; and all pro
feffions, oaths, laws, and engagements had, in a great meafure, loft their influ
ence over them. The bands of fociety were every where loofened ; and the irre
gular paffions of men were encouraged by fpeculative principles, ftil1 more unfocial 
and irregular. 

THE Royalifts, confifting of the nobles and more confiderable gentry, being 
degraded from their authority and plundered of their property, were inflamed 
with the higheft refentment and indignation againft thofe ignoble adverfaries, who 
had reduced them to fubjection. The Prefbyterians, whofe credit had firft [up
ported the arms of the Parliament, were enraged to find, that, by the treachery 
or fuperior cunning of their affociates, the fruits of all their fuccefsful labours. 
were ravilh.ed from them. The former party, from inclination and principle~ 
zealoufly attached themfelves to the fon of their unfortunate Monarch, whofe 

·memory they refpetted, and whofe tragical death they deplored. The latter caft 
their eye towards the fame objeCt; but they had frill many prejudices to over
come, many fears and jealoufies to be allayed, ere they could' cordially entertain 
thoughts of reftoring that family, whom they had fo grievoufi'y offended, and· 
whofe principles they regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. 

THE only folid fupport of the republican independant faCtion, which, tho'.it 
formed fo fmall a part of the. nation, had violently ufurped the government of 
the whole, was a numerous army of about fifty thoufand men. But this army, 
formidable from its difcipline and courage, as well as its numbers, was actuated by 

·a fpirit, that rendered it extremely dangerous to the affembly, which had affumed
the command over it. Accufl:omed to indulge every chimera in politics, every· 
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~frenzy in religion, the foldiers ·knew little of the fubordination of citizens, an'd 
:had only learned, from apparent neceffity, fome maxims of military obe'dience. 
And while they frill maintained, that all thofe. enormous violations of law and 
equity, of which th~y had been guilty, were juftified by the fuccefs, with which 
providence had blelred them ; they were ready to break out into any· new difor~ 
der, wherever they had the profpeCl:· of a like fan cHon and authority. 

WHAT alone. gave- fome poize a ad ftability to all thefe unfettled humours, Wa5 
. the great influence, both civil and military, acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This 
man, fuited to the age in which he lived, and to that alone, was equally quali~ 
:fied to gain the affeCtion and confidence of men, by what was mean, vulgar, and 

·ridiculous in ·his character; as to command their obedience by what was grear, 
daring, and enterprizing. Familiar even to buffoonery with the meanefl: fentinel, 
·he never loft his authority : Tranfported to a degree of madnefs with religious ex
tafies, he never forgot the poJ:icical_purpofes, to which they might ferve. Hating 
monarchy, while -a fubjeet; 'defpifing l'iberty, ·while a citizen; tho' he retained 

·for a time all orders of men under a feeming obedience to. the parliament; he was 
fecretly ~aving the way, by artifice and courage, to his own -unlimited authority. 

THE Parl.i.ament, for fo we muft he-nceforth call a fmall and inconfiderable part 
of the houfe of commons, . havio.g murdered their Sovereign with fo many appear
ing circum.ftances of folemnity and juft-ice~. and fo much real violence and even 
~fury, began to affume more the air of a civi.l, legal power, and to enlarge a little 
the narrow bottom, upon which th~y- ftood. A few of the exduded and abfent 
members, fuch as were liable to leaft exception, were admitted ; but on condition, 

· that they fuould :fign an approbation of whatever had been done in their abfence 
·with regard to the King's trial: And -fome of them were willing to acquire a fhare 
of power on fuch terms : The greateft. part difdained to lend their authority to 

· fuch apparent ufurpations-. They iffued fome writs for new elections,- in places where 
they hoped to· have intereft enmJgh to bring in their own friends and dependants. 
They named a council of ftate to the number of thirty eight, to whom all addreffes 
were made, whn gave orders to all ,generals and admirals, who executed the laws, 

:and who digefted all bufinefs before it was introdpced into Parliament*. They 
pretended to employ themfelves entirely in adjufting the laws, forms, and me

:thods of a new reprefentative.; and fo foon as they fhould have fettled the nation, 

* Their names were, ·the Euls of Denbigh, ·:Mu1grave, Pembroke, Salifbury, Lords Grey, Fair-
. fax, Lord Grey of Groby, Lord Lifle, Rolles, St. John, Wilde, Bradfhaw, Cromwel, Skippon, 
Pickering, Maffam, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vane jun. Danvers, Armine, Mildmay, Ccnftable, 

;Pennington, Wilfon, Whitlocke, Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Heviningham, Vilal!pp, Hutchinfc!l, 
XBond, Pepham, Valentine, Walton, Scot, Purefoy, Jones. 

B z they 
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Chap. r. they profeffed their intention of reftoring the power to the people; from whom, 
' 049· they acknowledged, they had entirely derived it. =-~ 

THE Commonwealth found every thing in England compofed into a feeming 
tranquillity by the terror of their arms. Foreign powers, occupied in wars among 
themfeJves, had no leizure nor inclination to interpofe in the domefiic diffenfions 
of this iOand. The young king, poor and neglected, living fometimes in Hol
land, fometimes in France, fometimes in Jerfey, comforted himfelf, amidft his 
prefent diftrelfes, with the hopes of better fortune. The fituation alone of Scot
land and Ireland gave any immediate inquietude to the new Republic. 

Of Scotland. AFTER the fucceffive defeats of Montrofe and Hamilton, and the ruin of their 
panies, the whole authority in Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and the 
rigid churchmen, that party which was mofi averfe to the interefis of the royal 
family. Their enmity, however, againfl: the independants, who had prevented 

. • the long wifheJ for fettlement of Prefbyterian difcipline in England, carried them 
to embrace oppofite maxims in their political conduct. Tho' invited by the Eng ... 
lifh Parliament to model their government into a republican form, they refolved 
frill to adhere to Monarchy, which had ever prevailed in their country, and which, 
by the expre(s terms of their Covenant, they were obliged to defend. They con
fidered befides, that as the property of the kingdom lay chiefly in the hands of 
great families, it would be difficult to efiabli!h a Commonwealth, or without fome 
chief magiftrate, invtfted with royal authority, to preferve peace or juftice in the 
€ommunity. The execution therefore, of the king, againft which they had al
ways protefted, having occafioned a vacancy of the throne, they immediately 
proclaimed his fon and fucceffor, Charles the fecond ; but upon condition " of 
"' his good behaviour and ftriB: obfervance of the Covenant, and his entertaining no 
., other perfons .1bout him but fuch as were godly men and faithful to that obliga
" tion." Thefe unufual claufes, inferred in the very firft acknowledgment of 
their prince, fufficiently thewed their intention of limiting extremely his authority. 
And t~1e EncJifh Commonwealth, having no pretence to interpofe in the affairs of 
that kingdom, allowed the Scots, for the prefent, to take their own meafures in 
fettling their government. 

Of Ireland. THE dominion, which England claimed over Ireland, demanded more imme-
diately their efforts for fubduing that country. In order to wnvey a juft notion 
of Irifh affairs, it will be neceffary to look backwards fame years, arid to relate 
briefly thofe tranfJctions, which had paft during the memorable revolutions in 
England. When the late King agreed to that ceffation of arms with the Popifh 
rebels, which was become fo requifite, as well for the fecurity of the Irifh Protef-

tants 
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tants as for promoting his interefts in England, the Parliament, in order to blacken 
his coqduet, reproached him with favouring that odious rebellion, and exclaimed 
loudly againft the terms of the ceffation. They even went fo far as to declare it 
entirely null and invalid, becaufe finirhed without their confent; and to this de
claration the Scots in Ulfter, and the Earl of Inchiquin, a nobleman of great 
authority in Munfter, profeffed to adhere. By their means, the war was frill kept 
alive; but as the dangerous diftraCtions in England hindered the Parliament from 
fending any confiderable affiftance to their allies in Ireland, Inchiquin entered into 
an accommodation with Ormond, whom the King had created Lord-Lieutenant 
of that kingdom. This latter nobleman, being a native of Ireland and a perfon 
endowed with great prudence and virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the dif
orders ofbis country, and for engaging the rebel Irifh to fupport the caufe of 
his royal mafter. There were rnany circumftances which ftrongly invited the 
Irifh to embrace the King's party. The maxims of that Prince had always led 
him to give a reafonable indulgence to the Catholics throughout all his dominions ;. 
and one principal ground of that enmity, which the Puritans profeffed againft him, 
was this tacite toleration. The Parliament, even when unprovoked, had ever 
menaced the Papifts with the moil: rigid reftraint, if not a total ext1rpation ; and 
immediately after the commencement of the Iriih rebellion, they put to fale aU 
the eftates of the rebels, and had engaged the public faith for transferring them 
to the adventurers, who had already advanced money upon that fecurity. The 
fuccefs, therefore, which the arms of the Parliament met with at Nafeby, !huck 
a ju!l: terror into the Iriih; and engaged the council of Kilkenny, compofed of 
deputies from all the Catholic counties and cities, to conclude a peace with the 
Marquefs of Ormond*. They profeffed to. return to their duty and allegiance, 
engaged to furniih ten thoufand men for the fupport of the ~ing's authority in 
England, and were contented with ftipulating, in return, indemnity for their re
bellion and toleration of their religion. 

ORMOND, not doubting but a peace, fa advantageous and even necdfary to· the 
Irifh, would be ftricl:ly obferved, advanced with a fmall body of troops to Kil
kenny, in order to concert meafures for common defence with his new allies. 
The Pope had fent over to Ireland a nuncio, Rinuccini, an Italian; and this man, 
whofe commiffion empowered him to direct the fpiritual concerns of the Irilh, 
was emboldened, by their ignorance and bigotry, to affume the chief authority 
in the civil government. Forefeeing tha~ a general fubmiffion to the Lord-Lieu
tenant would put an end to,.his own influence, he confpired with Owen Oneal, 
who commanded the native Irifh in Ulfter, and who bore a great jealoufy to Pref-

• 1646. 
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r- ton, the General chiefly trtifted by the council of· Kilkenny. ·By' concert, thefe 
:two malecontents fecretly drew forces together, ·•and were ready to fall on Or
~mond, who remained in fecurity, trufting to the pacification fo lately concluded 
. with the rebels. He received· intelligence of their treachery, made his· retreat 
with gre-at celerity and. condtJCl:, and lheltered his [mall army in Dublin and the 

~other fortified towns, which ·frill remained in the ha.nds 0f theProteftants. 

THE nuncio, full of arrogance, levity, and ambition, was·not' contented with 
·this violation of treaty. ·He· f1:1mmoned an affemhly of the clergy·at Waterford, 

and engaged them to declare againft that pacification, 'Which the· civil council had 
· concluded with their· lawful fovereign. ·He even thundered out ·a fentence of ex
communication againft all thofe who :£hould adhere to a peace, fo prejudicial, as 
he pretended, to the' Catholic religion ; and the deluded Irifh, ·terrified with his 

· fpiritual menaces, ranged themfelves every where on his fide, . and fubmitted to 
his authority. Without fcruple, he carried on war againft the Lord Lieutenant, 
and threatened with a fiege the ProteftaFlt garrifons, -which were, all of them, very 

·ill provided for defence. 

'MEANWHILE, the unfortunate'Ki·ng·was nece.ffi.tated to take :lhelter: i:n the' Scots 
army ; and being there reduced to clofe confinement, and fecluded from all com
merce with his-friends, defpaired, that his authority, or even his liberty, would 
ever be reftored· to him. He· fent orders to Ormond, if he could not defend him
felf, rather to fubmit to the Englifu than the lrifu rebels ; -and accordingly the 
Lord Lieutenant,· being reduced to the' laft extremity, delivered up Dublin, Tre
dah, Dundalk, and other garrifon$, ·to Colonel Michael 'Jones, who took pof
feffion of them in the name of the Englifu'Parliament. Ormond himfelf went 
over to England, was admitted to· the King's prefence, received a grateful ac

·knowlegement for his paCt fervices, and 'during fame time lived in tranquillity near 
"London. But being banifhed, with the other Royalifts, to a diftance from that 
city, and feeing every event turn out unfortunately for his royal mailer, and 
threaten him with a cataftrophe frill more direful, he thought proper to retire into 
France, where he j-oined the Queen and the Prince of Wa~es, 

IN Ireland, during thefetran !actions, the authority of the nun-cio prevailed without 
control among all r-he Catholics; and· that prelate; by' his indifcretion and infolence, 
foon made them repent of the power, with which they had intrufted him. Pru
dent men likewife were fen 11ble of the total deftruction, which was banging over 
the nation from the Englifu Parliament, and faw no refour~e nor fafety but in 
giving fupport to the declimng authority of the King. The Earl of Clanricarde, 
a nobleman of very antient family, a perfon too of merit, who had ·ever 
preferved his loyalty, was fenfible .of .the ruin which threatened his .countr:y-

.meo~ 



7 

~men, and was refolved, if poffible, to prevent it. He fecretly formed a combi
, nation among the Catholics ; he entered into a correfpondence with Inchiquin, 
who preferved great authority over the Proteftants in Munfter ; he attacked the 

· nuncio, whom he chaced out of the iO.and ; and he fent to Paris a deputation, 
inviting the Lord Lieutenant to return and take poffeffion of his government. 

ORMOND on his arrival in Ireland found the kingdom divided into many factions, 
among whom either open war or fecret enmity prevailed. The authority of the 
Englifh Parliament was eftablifhed in Dublin, and the other towns, which he him
felf had delivered into their hands. Oneale maintained his credit in Ulfter; and 
having entered into a fecret correfpondence with the parliamentary generals, was 
more intent on fchemes. for his own perfonal fafety than anxious for the preferva
tion of his country or religion; The other Irifh, divided between their clergy,. 
who were averfe to Ormond, and their nobility, who. were attached to him, were 
very uncertain in their motions and feeble in their meafures. The Scots in the 
North, enraged, as well as their other countrymen, againft the ufurpations of the 
Sectarian army, profeffed their adherence to the King; but were frill hindered 
by many prejudices from entering into a cordial union with his Lieutenant. 
All thefe diftracted councils and contrary humors checked the progrefs of Ormond, 
and enabled the parliamentary forces in Ireland to maintain their ground againft him. 
The Englifh army, while employed in fubduing the revolted Royalifts, in reducing. 
the Parliament to fubjection, in the trial, condemnation, and execution of their 
fovereign, totally neglected the fupply of Ireland, and allowed Jones and the for
ces in Dublin to remain in the utmoft weaknefs and neceffity. But the Lord 
Lieutenant, having at laft, with much difficulty, affembled an army of 16,ooo 
men, advanced upon the Englifh garrifons. Dundalk, where Monk commanded, 
was delivered up by the garrifon, who mutinied againft their governor. Tredah, 
Neury, and other forts were taken. Dublin was threatened with a fiege ; and 
the affairs of the Lord Lieutenant appeared info profperous a condition, that the 
young King entertained thoughts of coming in perfon into Ireland. 

WHEN the Englifh Commonwealth was brought to fome tolerable appearance 
of fettlement, men began to caft their eyes towards the neighbouring iO.and. Du
ring the conteft of the two parties, the government of Irelaud had remained a 
great object of intrigue; and the Prefbyterians endeavoured to obtain the lieu
tenancy for Waller, the Independants for Lamber,t. After the execution of the 
King, Cromwel himfelf began to afpire to a command, where fo much glory, he 
faw, might be won, and fo much authority acquired. In his abfence, he took 
care to have his name propofed to the council of ftate ; and both friends and ene-
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mies concurred immediately to vote him into that important office: The former 
fufpetl:ed, that the matter had not been propofed merely by chance, without his 
own ..:oncurrence; the latter defired to remove him to a diftance, and hoped, du
ring his abfence, to gain the afcendant over Fairfax, whom he had fo long blinded 
by his hypocritical profeffions. Cromwel himfelf, when informed of his eleCtion, 
feigned furprize, and pretended at firft to hefitate with regard to the acceptance 
<>f the command. And Lambert, either deceived by his diffimulation, or, in his 
turn, feigning to be deceived, ftill continued, notwithftanding this difappoint
ment, his friendfhip and connexions with Cromwel. 

THE hew Lieutenant immediately applied himfelf with his wonted vigilance ta 
make preparations for his expedition. Many diforders in England it behoved him 

~ previoufly to compofe. All places were full of danger and inquietude. Tho' 
men, aftoniihed with the fucceifes of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, 
fymptoms of the higheft difcontent every where appeared. The Englilh, long 
accuftomed to a mild government, and unacquainted with diffimulation, could not 
conform their fpeech and countenance to the prefent neceffity, orpretend attach
ment to a form of government, which they generally regarded with fuch violent 
abhorrence. It was requifite to change the magiftracy of London, -and to degrade, 
as well as punifh, the mayor and fome of the aldermen, before the proclamation 
for the abolition of Monarchy could be publifhed in the city. An engagement 
being framed to fupport the Commonwealth without King or Haufe of Peers, the 
army were with fome difficulty brought to fubfcribe it; but tho' it was impofed 
upon the reft of the nation under fevere penalties, no lefs than the putting all re
fufers out of the protection of law ; fuch obftinate reluctance was obferved in the 
people, that even the imperious Parliament were obliged to defift from it. The 
fpirit 'of Fanaticifm, by which that affembly had at firft been ftrongly fupported, 
was now turned, in a great meafure, againft them. The pulpits, being chiefly filled 
with Prefbyterians, or difguifed Royalifl:s, and having been long the fcene of news 
and politics, could by no penalties be reftrained from declarations, unfavourable 
to the efi:ablifhed government. N umberlefs were the extravagances, which broke 
out among the people. Everard, a difbanded foldier, having preached that the 
time was now come when the community of goods would be renewed among Chri
ftia~s, led out his followers to take poffeffion of the land; and being carried be..
fore the general, he refufed to falute him, becaufe he was but his fellow-creature*. 
What feetned more dangerous: The army itfelf was infeCted with like humors+. 

Tho' 
'"' Whitl0cl:. 
t The following infl:ance of extravagance is given by Walker, in his Hiftory of Independancy, 

::~r II. p. I 52· A Lout this time, there came fix foldiers into the pariih church of Walton upon 
Thames, 
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Tho' the Levellers had for a time been fuppreffed by the audacious fpirit of Crom- Chap. r. 
wei, they [till continued to propagate their doCtrines among the private men and in~ 1649• 

ferior officers, who pretended a right to be conlulted, as before, in the adminifi:ration 
of the Commonwealth. They now praetiled againfi: their officers the fame ldfon, 
which they had been taught againfr the Parliament. They framed a remonfi:rance, 
and fent five agitators to prefent it to the General and council of war: Thefe were 
cafhiered with ignominy by fentence of a court martial. One Lockier, having car-
ried his fedition farther, was fentenced to death; but this punilhment was fo far from 
quelling the mutinous fpirit, that above a thoufand of his companions fhowed thejr 
adherence to him, by attending his funeral, and wearing in their hats black and fea-
green ribbons by way· of favours. About four thoufand affembled at Burford under Lcvelbs fup· 

the command of Thomfon, a man formerly condemned for [edition by- a court- preifed. 

martial, but pardoned by the General. Colonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fairfax M ay. 
and Cromwel, fell upon them while unprepared for defence, and feduced by 
the appearance of a treaty. Four hundred were taken priloners : Some of them 
capitally punifhed : The reft pardoned : And this tumultuous fpirit, tho' it 

Thames, near twi'ight; Mr. Faucet, the preacher there, not having till then ended his fermon. One 
of the foldiers had a lanthorn in his hand, and a candle burning ir~ it, and in the other hand four candles 
not lighted. He defired the parifhioners to fray a while, faying he had a meifage from God unto them, 
and thereupon offered to go into the pulpit. But the people refufing t~ give him leave fo to do, or to 
ftay in the church, he went into the church-yard, and there told them, that he had a vifion wherein 
he had received a command from God, to deliver his will unto them, which he was to deliver, and they 
to receive upon pain of damnation; confifting of five lights. (1) "That the fabbath was abolifhed as 
" unnece1Iary, Jewifh, and merely ceremonial. And here (quoth hel I fhould put out the firll: light, 
« but the wind is fo high I cannot kindle it. ( 2) That tythes are abolilhed as Jewilh and ceremonial, 
'' a great bur then to the Saints of God, and a difcouragement of induftry and tillage. And here I 
•' lhould put out my fecond light, &c. (3) That minifters are abolifhed as Antichriftian, and of no 
'' longer ufe now Chritl himfelf defcends into the hearts of his faints, and his fpirit enlighteneth them 
" with revelations and infpirations. And here I fhould put out my third light, &c. (4) Mag;ftrates 
" are abolifhed as ufelefs now that Chrift himfelf is in purity amongft us, and hath erected the kingdom 
" of the faints upon earth. Befides they are tyrants, and oppreifors of the liberty of the faint=, and tye 
" them to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions: And here I fhould put out my fourth l1ght, 
" &c. ()) Then putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling out a little bible, he fhewed it open 
,, to the people, faying, Here is a book you have in great veneration, confifting of two parts, the old 
" and new Teilament: I mutl tell you it is abolilhed; it containeth beggarly rudimentc', milk for 
" babes: But now Chrift is in glory amongfl: us, and'imparts a farther meafure of his fpirit to his faints 
" than this can afford. I am commanded to burn it before your face. Then putting out the candle 
" he faid i and here my fifth light is extinguifhed." It became a pretty common doctrine at that time, 
that it was unworthy of a Chriftian man to pay rent to his fellow creatures; and landlords were obliged 
to ufe all the penalties of law againft their- tenants, whofe confcience was fcrupulous. 

VoL. II. ,_ ;{l:ill 
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frill lurked in the army, and broke out from time to time, feemed for the prefent 
to be fuppreifed. · 

PETITIONS framed in the fame fpirit of oppofition were reprefented to the parlia
ment by lieutenant-colonel Lilburn, the perfon who, for difperfing feditious pamph
lets, had formerly been treated with fuch feverity by the Star Chamber. His liberty 
wag at this time as ill relifhed by the Parliament, and he was thrown into prifon, 
as a promoter, of fedition and diforder in the Commonwealth. The women ap
plied by petition for his releafe; but were now defired to mind their houfehold 
affairs, and leave the government of the ftate to the men. From all quarters, the 
Parliament were harraffed with petitions of a very free nature, which ftrongly fpoke 
the fenfe of the nation, and proved how ardently all men longed for the reftoration . 
of their laws and liberties. Even in a feaft, which the city gave to the Parlia. 
ment and Council of State, it was efl:eemed a requifite precaution, if we may credit 
Walker and Dugdale, to fwear all the cooks, that they would ferve nothing but 
wholefome food to them. 

THE Parliament judged it neceffary to enbrge the law~ of high-treafon beyond 
thofe narrow bounds, within which they had been confined during the monar
chy. They even comprehended verbal offences, nay intentions, tho' they had ne
ver appeared in any overt act againfl: the fl:ate. To affirm the prefent govern
ment to be an ufurpation, to affert that the Parliament or Council of State were 
tyrannical or illegal, to endeavour the fubverting their authority or ftirring up 
fedition againft them ; thefe offences were declared to be high treafon. The power 
of imprifonment, of which the petition of right had bereaved the King, it was 
now found requifite to refrore to the Council of State; and all the jails of England 
were filled with men whom the jealoufies and fears of the ruling party had repre
fented as dangerous*. The taxes continued by the new government, and which, 
being unufual, were efl:eemed heavy, encreafed the general ill will under which it la
boured. Be fides the cufl:oms and excife, ninety thoufand pounds a month were levied 

·on land for the fubfiftence ofthe·army. The fequefl:rations and compofitions of the 
Royalifl:s, the fale of the crown lands, and of the dean and chapter lands, tho' 
they yielded immenfe fums, were not fufficient to fupply the vaft expences, and:t 
as was fufpected, the great depredations, of the Parliament and of their creatures. 

AMIDST all thefe difficulties and difturbances, the fl:eddy mind of CromweJ,. 
without confufion or embaraffment, frill purfued its purpofe. While he was col
lecting an army of twelve thoufand men in the weft of England, he fent to Ireland ,. 
under Reynolds and Venables, a reinforcement of four thoufand horfe and foot, 

* Hill:ory: of Jndependancy, part 1I. 
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in order to ftrengthen Jones, and enable him to defend himfelf againft the marquefs Chap. I. 
of Ormond, who lay at Finglafs and began to threaten Dublin. Inchiquin, with 1649. 

a feparate body, having taken Tredah and Dundalk, gave a defeat to Offarrell 
who ferved under Oneal, and to young Coot who commanded fome parliamentary 
fDrces. After he had joined his troops to the main army, with whom, for fome. 
time, he remained united, Ormond paifed the river Liffy, and took poft at Rath-
mines two miles from Dublin, with a view of commencing the fiege of that city. In 
order to cut off all farther fupply from Jones, he had begun the reparation of an 
old fort, which lay at the gates of Dublin ; and being exhaufted with continual 
fatigue for fome days, he had retired to reft, after leaving orders to keep his forces 
under arms. He was fuddenly awaked with the noife ot firing; and ftarting from zd of Augu!l: .. 

his bed, faw every thing already in tumult and confufion Jones, an excellent 
officer, formerly a lawyer, had [allied out with the reinforcement newly arrived; 
and attacking the party employed in repairing the fort, he totally routed them, pur-
fued the advantage, and fell in with the army, which had neglected Or.nond's 
orders. Thefe he foon threw into diforder ; put them to flight, in fpite of all the 
~fforts of the Lord Lieutenant ; chaced them off the fif'ld ; feized all their tents, 
baggage, ammunition; and returned victorious to Dublin, after killing three Siege of Dub-. 

thoufand men, and taking above two thoufand prifoners. lin raifed. 

THis lofs, which threw fame blemi!h on the military character of Ormond, was 
irreparable to the royal caufe. That numerous army, which, with fo much pains 
and difficulty, the Lord-Lieutenant had been collecting for more than a year, was dif
perfed in a moment. Cromwel foon after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed 
with mighty ihouts and rejoicings. He haO:ened immediately to Tredah. That 
town was well fortified ; and Ormond had thrown into it a good garrifon of three 
thoufand men, under Sir Arthur Afton, an officer of reputation. He expeCted 
that Tredah, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin, would firft be attempted by 
Cromwel, and he was willing to employ the enemy fome time in that fiege, while 
he himfelf ihould repair his broken forces. But Cromwel knew the importance 
of difpatch. Having made a breach, he ordered a general a:ifault. Tho' twice September. 

repulfed with great lofs, he renewed the attack, and himfelf, along with Ireton, Treclah 

Jed on his men. All oppofition was overborne by the furious valour of the troops. il:ormed. 

The town was taken fword in hand; and orders being iffued to give no quarter, a 
cruel Oaughter was made of the garrif"on. Even a few, who were faved by the 
foldiers, fatiated with blood, were next day miferably butchered by orders from 
the General. One perfon alone of the whole garrifon efcaped to be a meffenger of 
this univerfal havoc and deftruetion. 

c 2 
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CROMWEL pretended by this fevere execution to retaliate the cruelty of the Irifh 
maffacre : But he well knew, that almoft the whole garrifon was Englilh ; and his 
j ufl:ice was only a barbarous policy, in order to terrify all other garrifons from refifl:
ance. His policy, however, -had the defired effect. Having led the army without 
delay to Wexford, he began to batter the town. The garrifon after a flight de
fence offered to capitulate; but before they obtained a ceffation, they imprudently 
neglected their guards; and the Englilb army rufhed in upon them. The fame fe
verity was exercifed as at Tredah. 

EvERY town, before which Cromwel prefented himfelf, now opened its gates 
without refiftance. Rofs, tho' ftrongly garrifoned, was furrendered by lord Taffe. 
Having taken Eftionage; Cromwel threw a bridge over the Barrow, and made 
himfelf mafter of Paffage and Carrie. Owen Oneal fubmitted at difcretion, and 
foon afterwards died. The Englilh had no difficulties to encounter but what arofe 
from fatigue and the advanced feafon. Fluxes and contagious diftempers crept in 
among the foldiers, who perilhed in great numbers. Jones himfelf, the brave 
governor of Dublin, died at Wexford. And Cromwel had fo far advanced with 
his decayed army, that he began to find it difficult, either to fubfift in the enemies 
country, or retreat to his own garrifons. But while he was in theJe ftr.1its, Corke, 
Kinfale, and all the Englilh garrifons in Muntter deferred to him, and opening 
their gates refol ved to fuare the fortunes of their viCtorious countrymen. 

Tms defertion of the Englilh put an end entirely to Ormond's authority, which 
was already much diminifbed by the misfortunes at Dublin, lredah and Wexford. 
The Irifh, atl:uated by national and religious prejudices, could no longer be kept 
in obedience by a protefl:ant governor, who was fo unfuccefsful in all his enter
prizes. The clergy renewed their excommunications againfl: him and his adherents, 
and added the terrors of fuperfl:ition to thofe arifing from a victorious enemy. 
Cromwel having received a reinforcement from England, again took the field 
early in the fpring. After a fiege, he mad: himfelf mafter of Kilkenny, the only 
place where he met with any vigorous refinance. The whole frame of the Irifh 
union being in a manner diffolved, Ormond, foon after, left the i!land, and dele
gated his authority to Clanricarde, who found affairs fo defperate as to admit of 
no remedy. The Iriih were glad to embrace banifhment as a refuge. Above 
40,coo men paffecl into foreign fervice ; and Cromwel, well pleafed to free the 
1fland from enemies, who never could be cordially reconciled to the Engliih, gave 
them full liberty and leif~1re for their embarkation. 

WHILE 
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WHIJ..E Cromwel proceeded with fuch uninterrupted fuccefs in Ireland, which 
in the fpace of nine months he had almoft entirely fubdued, fortune was preparing 
for him a new fcene of viCtory and triumph in Scotland. Charles was at the 
Hague, when Sir Jofeph Douglas brought him intelligence, that he was pro
claimed King by the Scots parliament. At the fame time, Douglas informed him 
of the hard conditions annexed to the proclamation, and damped extremely that 
joy, which might arife from his being recognized fovereign in one of his king
doms. Charles too confidered, that thofe who pretended to acknowledge his 
title, were at that very time in aCtual rebellion againft his family, and would be 
fure to intruft very little authority into his hands, and fcarce]y would afford him 
perfonal liberty and fecurity. As the profpeCl: of affairs in Ireland was at that 
time very promifing, he intended rather to try his fortune in that kingdom, from 
which he expected more dutiful fubmiffion and obedience. 

MEAN while he found it expedient to depart from Holland. The people in the 
United Provinces were much attached to his interefl:s. Befides his connexion with 
the family of Orange, which was extremely beloved by the populace, all men re
garded with compaffion his helplets condition, and exprdfed the greateft abhor~ 
renee againft the murder of his father; a deed, to which nothing, they thought, 
but the rage of fanaticifm and faCtion could have impelled the Parliament. But 
tho' the public in general bore a great favour to the King, the States were uneafy 
at his prefence. They dreaded the Parliament, fo fo~midable by their power, 
and fo profperous in all their enterprizes. They apprehended the moft precipitant 
refolutions from men of fuch violent and haughty difpofitions. And after the 
murder of DoriOaus, they found it ftill more neceffary to fatisfy the Englilh Com~ 
monwealth, by removing the King at a diftance from them. 

DoRISLAus, tho' a native of Holland, had lived long in England; and being 
employed as affiftant to the high court of juftice, which condemned the King, he 
had rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling party. They fent him envoy 
into Holland ; but no fooner had he arrived at the Hague, than he was fet upon 
by fome Royalifts, chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They rufhed into the room, 
where he was fi[ting with fome company ; dragged him from the table; put him 
to death as the firft victim to their murdered fovereign; very leifi.nel y and peace
ably feparated themfel ves ; and tho' orders were iffued by the rnagiHrates to ar4 
reft them, thefe were executed with fuch flownefs and reluCtance, that the crimi
nals had, all of them, the opportunity to make their efcape. 

CHARLES, having paifed fome time at Paris, where no affiftance was given him~ 
and even few civihties were paid him, made his retreat into J erfey, where his au-
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thority was ftill acknowledged. Winram, laird of Liberton, came to him as de
puty from the committee of eftates in Scotland, and informed him of the condi
tions, to which he muft neceffarily fubmit before he could be admitted to the ex.
ercife of his authority. Conditions more fevere were never impofed by fubjeCl:s 
upon their fovereign ; but as the affairs of Ireland began extremely to decline, and 
the King found it no longer fafe to venture himfelf in that ifland, he gave a civil 
anfwer to ~inram, and defired commiffioners to meet him at Breda, in order to 
enter into a treaty with regard to thefe conditions. 

Covenanters. THE earls of Cafiilis and Lothian, the lord Burley, the laird of Liberton and 
other commiffioners, arrived at Breda ; but without any power of treating r The 
King muft fubmit without referve to the terms impofed upon him. The terms 
were, That he fhould ilfue a proclamation, banifhing from court all excommuni
cated perfons, that is, all thofe who, either under Hamilton or Montrofe, had 
ventured their lives for his family; that no Englifh fubject, who had ferved 
againft the Parliament, :fhould be allowed to approach him ; that he fhould bind 
himfelf by his royal promife to take the covenant; that he fhould ratify all acts 
qf Parliament, by which Prefbyterian government, the directory of worfhip, 
confeffion of faith and catechifm, were enjoined; and thai in civil affairs he :fhould 
govern himfelf entirely according to the direction of Parliament, and in ecclefi
aftical according to that of the affembly. Thefe propofals, the commiffioners, 
after palling fome time in fermons and prayers, in order to exprefs the more de
termined refolution, very folemnly delivered to the King. 

THE King's friends were extremely divided with regard to the part which he 
fhould act in this critical conjuncture. Mofl: of his Englifh counfellors diffuaded 
him from accepting conditions, fo difadvantageous and difhonourable. They 
1aid, that the men, who now governed Scotland, were the moft furious and bi
gotted of that party, which, notwithftanding his gentle government, had firft 
excited a rebellion againft the late King ; after the moft unlimited conceffions, 
had renewed their rebellion, and ftopt the progrefs of his victories in England ; 
and after he had entrufted his perfon with them in his uttermoft diftrefs, had 
bafely fold him, together with their own honour, to his barbarous enemies: 
That they had as yet fhown no marks of repentance, and evE'n in the terms, 
which they now propofed, difplayed the fame anlimonarchical principles, and the 
fame jealoufy of their fovereign, by which they had ever been actuated: That 
nothing could be more difhonourable, than that the King, in his firft enterprize, 
fhould facrifice, merely for the empty name of royalty, thofe principles, for 
which his father had died a martyr, and in which he himfelf had been ftrictly 
educated : That by this hypo·crify he might lofe the Royalifts, who alone were 

fincerely 
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fincerely attached to him; but never would gain the Prefbyterians, wi1o were 
averfe to his family and his caufe, and would afcribe his compliance merely to 
policy and necefficy : That the Scots had refufed to give him any affurances of 
their intending to reil::ore him to the throne of England ; and could they even be 
engaged to make fuch an attempt, it had fufficiently appeared, by the event of 
Hamilton's engagement, how unequal their force was to fo great an enterprize : 
That on the firft check which they fhould receive, Argyle and his partizans 
would lay hold of the quickeft expedient for reconciling themfelves to the Eng
lifh parliament, and would betray the King, as they had done his father, into the 
hands of his enemies : And that, however defperate the royal caufe, it muft il::ill 
be regarded as highly imprudent in the King to make a facrifice of his honour~ 
where the fole purchafe was to endanger his life or liberty. 

THE Earl of Laneric, now Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of Lauderdale, and 
others of that party, who had been bani!hed their country for the late engage
ment, were then with the King ; and being defirous of returning home in his re
tinue, they joined the opinion of the young duke of Buckingham, and very ear
neil::ly preffed him to-accept the conditions required of him. It was urged, that 
nothing would more gratify the King's enemies than to fee him fall into the fnare 
laid for him, and by fo fcrupulous a nicety leave the poffeffion of his dominions. 
to thofe who defired but a pretence for excluding him : That Argyle, not daring 
fo far to oppofe the bent of the nation as to throw off all allegiance to his fovereign,. 
had embraced this expedient, by which he hoped to make Charles dethrone him
felf, and refufe a kingdom, which was offered him : That it was not to be doubted 
but the fame national fpirit, affifted by Hamilton and his party, would il::ill rife 
higher in favour of their Prince after he had intruil::ed himfelf ro their fidelity, and 
would much abate the rigor of the conditions now impofed upon him : That 
whatever might be the prefent intentions of the ruling party, they muft unavoi
dably be engaged in a war with England, and muft accept the affiftance of the 
King's friends of all parties, in order to fupport themfelves againft a power fo. 
much fuperior: That howeve~ a freddy, uniform conduct might have been fuitable 
to the advanced age and ftrict engagements of the late King, no one would throw 
any blame on a young prince for complying with conditions, which neceffity had 
extorted from him : That even the rigour of thofe principles profeffed by his fa
ther, tho' with fome it had exalted his character, had been extremely prejudicial. 
to his intereft ; nor could any thing be more ferviceable to the royal caufe than to· 
give all parties room to hope for more equal and more indulgent maxims ofgo
vernment : And that where affairs were reduced to [o defperate a fituation, dan
gers ought little to be regarded ; and the King's honour lay rather in fhowing fome- , 

earl}?· 

Chap. I. 
1650.. 



Chap. I. 
165o. 

I6 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

early fymptoms of courage and activity than chufing ftrictly a party among theo.; 
logical controverfies, with which, it might be fuppofed, he was, as yet, very 
little acquainted. 

THESE arguments, feconded by the advice of the ~een and of the Prince of 
Orange, the King's brother in law, who both of them efi:eemed it ridiculous to 
refufe a kingdom, merely from regard to epifcopacy, had great influence on 
Charles. But what chiefly determined him to comply was the account brought 
him of the fc1te of Montrofe, who, with all the circumfi:ances of rage and con
tumely, had been put to death by his zealous countrymen. Tho' in this infi:ance 
the King faw more evidently the furious fpirit, by which the Scots were actuated, 
he had now no farther refource, and was obliged to grant whatever was demanded 
of him. 

MoNTROSE, having laid down his arms at the command of the late King, had 
retired into France, and, contrary to his natural difpofition, lived for fome time 
inactive at Paris. He there became acquainted with the famous Cardinal de 
Retz; and that penetrating judge celebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe 
heroes, of whom there are no longer any remains in the world, and who are only 
to be met with in Plutarch. Defirous of improving his martial genius, he took 
a journey to Germany, was careffed by the Emperor, received the rank of 
Marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment for the Imperial fervice. While 
employed for that purpofe in the Low Countries, he heard of the tragical death of 
the King ; and at the fame time received from his young mafi:er a renewal of his 
commiffion of Captain-General in Scotland *. His ardent and daring fpirit needed 
but this authority to put him in action. He gathered followers in Holland and 
the north of Germany, whom his great reputation allured to him. The King of 
Denmark and Duke of Holfcein fent him fome fmall fupplies of money: The 
C2..!:1een of Sweden furniihed him with arms : The Prince of Orange with lhips : 
And Montrofe, hafi:er'ng his enterprize, lefi: the King's agreement with the Scots 
lhould make him revoke his commiffion, fet out for the Orkneys with about 
500 men, moil: of the'TI Germans. Thefe were all the preparations, which he 
could make againfi: a kingdom, fettled in domefl:ic peace, fupported by a dif
ciplined army, fully apprized of IllS enterprize, and prepared againfi: him. Some 
of his retainers having told him of a prophe:fy that to him and him alone it was re
Jerved to re.ftore the King's authority in all his dominions ; he lent a willing ear to 
fuggefi:ions, which, however ill grounded or improbable, were fo conformable to 
his own magnanimous difpofition. 

! Burnet, Clarendon. 
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HE armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, tho' an unwarlike people, Chap. x. 
and carried them over with him to Caithnefs ; hoping, that the general affeCtion 165°· 

to the King's fervice and the fame of his former exploits, would make the High-
landers flock to his ftandard. But all men were now harraffed and fatigued with 
wars and diforders: Many of thofe, who formerly adhered to him, had been fe-
verely punilhed by the covenanters : And no profpeCt of fuccefs was entertained in 
oppofition to fo great a force as was drawn together againft him. But however 
weak Montrofe's army, the memory of paft events ftruck a great terror into the 
committee of eftates. They immediately ordered Lefiey and Holborne to march 
againft him with an army of 4000 men. Strahan was fent before with a body 
of cavalry to check his progrefs. He fell unexpectedly on Montrofe, who had 
no horfe to bring him intelligence. The royalifts were put to flight; all of them 
either killed or taken prifoners; and Montrofe himfelf, having put on the difguife Montrofe 

of a peafant, was perfidioufiy delivered into the hands of his enemies, by a friend, taken prifon-:; 

to whom he had entrufted his perfon. er. 

ALL the infolence, which fuccefs can produce in ungenerous minds, was exer
cifed by the covenanters againft Montrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo much 
dreaded. Theological antipathy farther encreafed their indignities towards a per
fon whom they regarded as execrable on ac:~ount of the excommunication, which 
had been pronounced againft him. Leney led him about for feveral days in the 
fame low habit, under which he had difguifed himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he 
paffed, were inftigated to reproach and vilify him. When he came to Edin
burgh, every circumftance of elaborate rage and infult was put in practice by or
der of the Parliament. At the eaftern gate of the city, he was met by the ma
giftrates, and put into a new cart, purpofely made with a high chair or bench, 
where he was placed, that the people might have a full view of him. He was 
bound with cords, drawn over his breaft and fhoulders, and fafiened thro' holes 
made in the cart. When in this pofture, the hangman took off the hat of the 
noble prifoner, and rode himfelf before the cart in his L ;ery and with his bonnet 
on ; the other officers, who were taken prifoners with the Marquefs, walking two 
and two before them. 

THE populace, more generous and humane, when they faw fo mighty a change 
of fortune in this great man, fo lately their dread and terror, into vvhofe hands the 
magiftrates, a few years before, had delivered on their knees the keys of the city, 
were ftruck with compaffion, and viewed him with filent tears and admiration. The 
preachers, next Sunday, exclaimed againfl thefe movements of rebel nature, as 
they exprelfed it; and reproached the people with their profane tendernefs towards 
this capital enemy of all piety and religion. 

VoL. II. D WHEN 
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\V HEN be was carried before the Parliament, which was then fitting, Louco?"~, 

the chancellor, in a violent declamation, reproached hirn with the breach of the 
national covenant, which he had fubfcribed ; his rebellion againft God, the King, 
and the Kingdom; and the many horrible murders, treafons, and impieties, for 
which he was now to be brought to condign punifhment. Montrofe in his anf wer 
maintained the fame fuperiority above his enemies, to which, by his fame and great 
actions, as well as by the confcience of a good caufe, he was jufl:ly entitled. He told 
the Parliament, that fince the Ring, as he was informed, had fo far avowed their 
authority as to enter into treaty with them, he now appeared uncovered btfore 
their tribunal; a refpeEt-, which, while they fl:ood in open defiance to their rove
reign, they would in vain have required of him. That he acknowledged with in
finite lhame and remorfe the errors of his early condutl:, when their plaufible pre
tences had [educed him to tread with them the paths of rebellion, and bear arms 
againft his Prince and Ccuntry. That his flllowing fervices, he hoped, had fuffi
ciently teftified his repentance, and his death would now atone for that guilt, the 
only one with which he could juftly reproach himfelf. That in all his warlike en
terprizes he was warranted by that commiffion·, which he had received from his 
and their mafter, againft whofe lawful authority they had ereB:ed their il:andard. 
That to venture his life for his fovereign was the leaft part of his merit: He had 
even thrown down his arms in obedience to the facred commands of the King,; 
and had refigned to them the viCtory, which, in defiance of all their efforts, he 
was fl:ill enabled to difpute with them. That no blood had ever been fhed by him 
but in the field of battle; and many perfons were now in his eye, many now dar
ed to pronounce fentence of death upon him, whofe life, forfeited by the laws of 
war, he had formerly faved from the fury of the foldiers. That he was forry to 
find no better teftimony of their return to allegiance than the murder of fo faithful 
a ·fubjetl:, in whofe death the King's commiffion muft be at once fo highly injured 
and affronted. That as to himfelf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and de
grade him by all their ftudied indignities: The jufl:ice of his caufe, he knew, 
would ennoble any fortune; nor had he other affliCtion than to fee the authority of 
his Prince, with which he was invefted, treated with fo much ignominy. And that 
he now joyfully foilowed, by a like unjuft fentence, his late fovereign; and thould 
be happy, if, in his future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame blifsful man
fions, where his piety and humane virtues had already, without doubt, fecured him. 
an eternal recompence. • MoNTROSE's fentence was next pronounced againfl: him, " That he, James 
~' Graham" (for this was the only name they vouchfJfed to give him) "fhould 

" ne~t 
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" next day be carried to Edinbqrgh Crqfs, and then~ be hanged on a gibbet, 
" thirty foot high, for the fpace of three hours: Then be taken down, his 

'' head be cut off upon a fcaffold, and affixed to the prifon : His legs and arms 
'' be £tuck up op. the four chief towns of the kingdom : His body be buried in 
'' the place appropriate-d for common malefaCtors ; except the chl.lrch, upon his 
" repentance, iliould take off his excommunication." 

THE clergy, hoping, that the terrors of immediate death had now given them 
an advantage over their enemy, flocked about him, and infulted over his fallen 
fortunes. They pronounced his damnation, and aifured him, that the judgment, 
which he was foon to fuffer, would prove but an eafy prologue to that which he 
muft undergo hereafter. They next off<>red to pray with him : :aut he was too 
well acquainted with thofe forms of imprecation, which they called prayers. 
" Lord vouchfafe yet to touch the obdurate heart of this proud incorrigible fin-

'" ner; this wicked, perjured, traiterous, and profane perfon, who refufes to 
" hearken to the voice of thy church." Such were the petitions, which he 
expeCl.ed they would, according to cuftom, offer up for him. He told them~ 
that they were a miferable delt.Jded and deluding people; and would ihortly bring 
their country under the moft infupportable fervitude, to which any nation h<;J.d ever 
been reduced. '' For my part," added he, " I am much prouder to have my 
" head affixed to the place, where it is fentenced to ftand, than to have my pi~ure 
" hang in the King's bed-chamber. So far from being forry, that my legs flnd 
" arms :;1re to be fent to four cities of the kingdom ; I wifh I had limbs enough to 
" be difperfed into all the cities of Chriftendom, there to remain as. tefl:imonies 
" in favour of the caufe, for which I fuffer ." This fentiment, that very evening, 
while in prifon, he threw into verfe. The poem remains; a fignal monument of 
his heroic fpirir, and no defpicable proof of his po~tical genius. 

Chap. I. 
,65o. 

Now was led forth, amidft the infults of his enemies and the tears of the people, zii1: of;\hy, 

the man of the moO: illuftrious birth and greateft renown of the nation, to fuffer, 
for his adherence to the laws of his country and the rights of his fovereign, tre 
ignominious death deftined to the meaneft malefaCtor. Every attempt, which the 
infolence of the governing party had made to fubdue his gallant fpirit, had hitherto 
proved fruitlefs: They made yet one effort more, in this }aft and melancholy fccne~ 
when all enmity, arifing from motives merely human, is commonly foftened and 
difarmed. The executioner brought that book, which had been publifhed in ele-
gant Latin of his truly heroic aCtions, and tied it by a cord about his neck. Man· 
trofe fmiled at this new infl:ance of their malice. He thanked them, however 

' for their officious zeal; and faid, that he bore this tefl:imony of his bravery and 
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loyalty with more pride than he had ever worne the garter. Having aiked, whe
ther they had any more indignities to put upon bim, and renewing fame devout 
ejaculations, he patiently endured the laft act of the executioner. 

THus perifhed in the thirty eighth year of his age, the gallant marquefs of Mon
trofe; the man whofe military genius, L:th by valour and conduct, had ihone forth 
beyond any, which, during thefe ch;l diforders, had appeared in the three king
doms. The finer arts too, in h1;, youth, he had fuccefsfully cultivated; and 
whatever was fublime, elegant, or noble, touched his great foul. Nor was he 
infenfible to the pleafures either of fociety or of love. Something, however, of 
the vaft and unbounded characterized all his actions and deportment; and it was 
merely by an heroic effort of duty, that he brought his mind, impatient of fupe
riority and even of equality, to pay fuch unlimited fubmiffion to the will 0f his 
fovereign. 

THE vengeance of the covenanters was not fatisfied with Montrofe's execution. 
Urrey, whofe inconftancy now led him to take part with the King, fuffered about 
the fame time: Spotif wood of Daerfie, a youth of eighteen, Sir Francis Hay of 
Dalgetie, and colonel Sibbald, all of them men of birth and character, under
went a like fate. Thefe were taken prifoners with Montrofe. The Mar
quefs of Huntley, about a year before, had alfo fallen a vitl:im to the feverity of 
the covenanters. 

THE pa11: fcene dirplays in full light the barbarity of this theological fatl:ion: 
The fequel will fufficiently difcover their abfurdities. The corruptions of the beft 
things produce the wor11:; and no wonder that the abufes of religion fhould of all 
others be the rno11: odious and ridiculops. In order to convey a j uft notion of the 
genius of the age, we are obliged fometimes in our -narration to make ufe of the 
fame cant and expreffion, which was then fo prevalent. 

THE King, in confequence of his agreement with the Scots commiffioners, fet: 
fail for Scotland; and being efcorted by feven Dutch fhips of war, who were fent 
to guard the herring fifhery, he arrived in the firth of Cromarty. Before he was 
permitted to land, he was required to fign the covenant; and many fermons and lec
tures were made him, exhorting him to perfevere in that holy confederacy*. Ha-

Covenanters. milton, Lauderdale, Dumfermling, and other noblemen of that fatl:ion whom they 
called Engagers, were immediately feparated from him, and obliged to retire to 
their houfes, where they lived in a private manner, without truft or authority. 
None of his Engli!h friends, who had ferved his father, were allowed to remain in 
tbe kingdom. The King himfelf found, that he was confidered as a mere pageam 

* Sir Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. I 59• 
cf 
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of fiate, and that the few remains of royalty, which he pofi'effed, ferved only to Chap. I. 

draw on him the greater indignities. One of the quarters of Montrofe, his faith- 165°· 

ful fervant, who had borne his commiffion, he found hanging at Aberdeen. 
The general affembly *, and afterwards the committee of eflates and the army, 
who were entirely governed by the affembly, fet forth a public declaration, in 
which they protefted, "that they did not efpoufe a~y malignant quarrel or party, 
" but fought merely on their former grounds or principles; that they difclaimed 
" all the fins and guilt of t)x King and of his houfe ; nor would they own him or 
" his intereft, otherwife than with a fubordination to God; and fo far as he 
" owned and profecuted the caufe of God, and acknowledged the fins of his 

" houfe and of his former ways t." 
THE King, lying entirely at mercy, and having no aifurance of liberty or life, 

farther than was agreeable to the fancy ofthefe aufl:ere zealots, was conftrained to 
embrace a meafure, which nothing but the neceffity of his affairs, and his great 
youth and inexperience, could excufe. He iiTued a declaration, fuch as they re- 16th of Au
quired of him :j:. He there gave thanks for the merciful difpenfations of provi- gufi. 

dence, by which he was recovered out of the fnarc of evil councils, had attained 
a full perfuafion of the righteoufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to call 
himfelf and his intereft wholly upon God. He defired to be deeply humbled and 
affiitl:ed in fpirit, becaufe of his father's following evil council, oppofing the co-
venant and the work of reformation, and fhedding the blood of God's people thro' 
all his dominions. He lamented the idolatry of his mother, and the toleration of 
it in his father's houfe ; a matter of great offence, he faid, to all the protefiant 
churches, and a great provocation to him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins 
of the father upon the children. He profeffed, that he would have no enemies 
but the enemies of the covenant ; and that he detefted all popery, fuperftition, 
prelacy, herefy, fchifm, and profanenefs ; and was refolved not to tolerate:. 
much lefs t<:> countenance any of them in any of his dominions. He declared, 
that he would never love nor favour any who have fo little confcience as to follow 
his intereH:s, in preference to the gofpel and the kingdom of Jefus Chriili~ And 
he expreffed his hope, that whatever ill fuccefs his former guilt might have drawn 
upon his caufe, yet now, having obtained mercy to be on God's fide, and to ac .. 
knowledge his own caufe fubordinate to that of God, the divine providence would 
crown his arms with vicrory. 

STILL the covenanters and the clergy were diffident of the King's fincerity. 
The facility which he difcovered in yielding to whatever. was required of him, 

2 

* Sir Edward Walke:r's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 16o. 
t Id. p. 17o. 

t Id. p. 166, 167. 
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made them fufpeCl: that he regarded all his conceffions merely as ridiculous farces,. 
to which he muft of neceffity fubmir. They had another trial prepared for him. 
Inftead of the folemnity of his coronation, which was delayed, they were refol
ved, that he fhould pafs thro' a public humiliation, and do penance before the 
whole people. They fent him twelve articles of repentance, which- he was to ac
knowledge; and the King had t~greed, that he wouid fubmit to this indignity. 
The various tranfgreffions of his father and grandfather, together with the ido
latry of his mother, are again enumerated and aggrfl.,vated in tbefe articles ; and 
farther declarations were inGfred on, that he fought the refritution of his rights, 
for the fole advancement of religion, and in fubordination to the kingdom of 
Chrifi: *. In fhort, having exalted the altar above the throne, and brought 
royalty under their feet, the clergy were refolved to trample on it and vilify it, 
by every inftance of contumely, which their prefent influence enabled them to 
impofe upon their unhappy prince. 

CHARLES in the mean time found his authority entirely annihilated, as well as 
his charatler degraded. He was confulted in no public meafure. He was npt 
called to affifi: at any councils. His choice was fufficient to difcredit any pre. 
tender to office or advancement. All efforts, which he made to unite the oppo
fite parties, encreafed the fufpicion, which the covenanters had entertained of 
him, as if he W<1;S not entirely their own. Argyle, who, by fubtilties and com
pliances, partly led and partly was governed by this wild faCtion, frill turned a 
deaf ear to all advances, which the King made to enter into confidence with him. 
Malignants and Engagers continued to be the objeCts of general hatred and perfe
cution ; and whoevef was difagreeable to the clergy failed not to have one of thefe 
epithets affixed to him. The fanaticifm which prevailed, being fo full of four 
and angry principles, and fo overcharged with various antipathies, had acquired 
a new object of abhorrence: Thefe were the Sorcerers . . _.So prevalent was the 
opinion of witchcraft, that great numbers, accufed of that crime, were burnt by 
fentence of the magiftrates thro' all parts of Scotland. In a-...village near Berwic, 
which contained only fourteen houfes, fourteen perfons were punilhed by fire t ; 
and it became a fcience every where much O:udied and cultivat::d, to difringL1iili 
a true witch by proper trials and fymptoms :t· 

THE advance of the Englifu army under Cromwel was not able to appeafe or 
foften the animofities among the Scots parties. The clergy were frill refolute to 
exclude all but their moO: zealous adherents. So foon as the Englifh Parliament 
found that the treaty between the King and the Scots would probably terminate in 

* Sir Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 178. 
:t: Id. p. 396, 418. 

t Whitlocke, p. 434• 408. 

an 



T H E C 0 M M 0 N W E A L T H. 

an accommodation, they made preparations for a war, which, they faw, would, 
in the end, prove inevitable. Cromwel having now broke the force and courage 
of the Iri!h, was fent for ; and he left the com~and of Ireland to Ireton, who 
governed that kingdom in the character of deputy, and with great vigilance and 
induftry perfevered in the work of fubduing and expelling the natives. 

IT was e·xpected, that Fairfax, who fiill retained the name of General, would 
.continue to act againft Scotland, and appear at the head of the armies ; a ftation 
for which he was well qualified, and where alone he made any figure. But Fair
fax, tho' he had allowed the army to make ufe of his name in murdering their 
fovereign, and offering violence to the Parliament, had entertained unfurmount
able fcruples againfl: invading the Scots, whom he confidered as z~alous Prefby
terians, and united to England by the facred bands of the covenant. He was 
farther difgufl:ed at the extremities into which he had alreat:ly been hurried ; and 
was confirmed in his refolution by the exhortations of his wife, who had great in
fluence over him, and was herfelf much governed by the Prdbyterian clergy. A 
committee of Parliament was fent to reafon with him ; and Cromwel was one of 
the numbe·r. In vain did they urge, that the Scots had firft broke the covenant 
by their invafion of England under duke Hamilton ; and that they would furely 
.renew their hoftile attempts, if not prevented by the vigorous meafures of the 
Commonwealth. Cromwel, who knew the rigid inflexibility of Fairfax, in 
every thing, which he regarded as matterof principle, ventured to folicit him 
with the lltmofl: earneftnefs ; and he went fo far as to fhed tears of grief and vexa
tion on this occafi.on. No one could fufpeCt any ambition in the man, who la
boured fo zealouny to retain his general in that high office, which, he knew, he 
himfelf was alone entitled to fill. The fame warmth of temper, which made 
Cromwel· a mofl: frantic enthufiaft, rendered him the mofl: dangerous of hypo
crites ; and it was to this turn of mind, as much as to his courage and capacity, 
·that he owed all his wonderful fucceffes. By the contagious ferment of his zeal, 
he engaged every one to co-operate with him in his meafures; and entering eafily 
and affeCtionately into every parr, which he was difpofed to act, he was enabled, 
even after multiplied deceits, to cover, umaer a tempeft of paflion, all his crooked 
fchemes and profound artifices. 

FAIRFAX having refigned his commiflion, it was befl:owed on Cromwel, who 
was declared captain-general of all the forces in England. This command, in a 
Commonwealth, which ftood entirely by arms, was of the utmoft importance; 
and was the chief ftep which this ambitious politician had yet made towards fove-

3 lu~n 
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reign power. He immediately marched his forces, and entered Scotland with an 
army of 16,ooo men. 

THE command of the Scots army was given to Lefley, a good officer, who 
formed a very proper plan for defence. He entrenched himfelf in a fortified 
camp between Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to remove from the counties 
of Merfe and the Lothians every thing which could ferve to fupport the Englilh 
army. Cromwel advanced to the Scots camp, and endeavoured, by every ex
pedient, to bring Lefley to a battle: The prudent Scotfman knew, that, tho~ 

fuperior in numbers, his army was much inferior in difcipline and experience to 
the Englilh ; and he kept himfelf carefully within his entrenchments. By 1kir
milhes and fmall rencounters, he tried to confirm the fpirits of his foldiers; and 
he was fuccefsful in thefe enterprizes. His army encreafed daily both in num
bers and courage. The King came to the camp; and having exerted himfelf in 
an action, gained extremely on the affections of the foldiery, who were more 
defirous of ferving under a yourig Prince of fpirit and vivacity, than under a com
mittee of talking gownmen. The clergy were alarmed. They ordered the 
King immediately to leave the camp. They alfo purged it carefully of about 
4000 Malignants and Engagers, whofe zeal had led them to attend the King, and 
who were the foldiers of chief credit and experience in the nation *. They then 
concluded, that they had an army compofed entirely of faints, .and could not be 
beaten. They murmured extremely, not only againft their prudent General, but 
alfo againfl: the Lord, on account of his delays in giving them deliverance t ; 
and they plainly told him, that, if he would not fave them from the Englifh 
fetl:aries 1 he :fhould no longer be their God !· An advantage having offered it
felf on a Sunday, they hindered the General from making ufe of it, left he lhould 
involve the nation in the guilt of fabbath-breaking. 

CRoMWEL found hlmfelf in a very bad fituation. He had no provifions but 
what he received by fea. He had not had the precaution to bring thefe in fuffi
cient quantities; and his army was reduced to difficulties. He retired to Dun
bar. Leflc:y followed him, and encamped on the heights of Lammermure, which 
overlook that town. There lay many difficult paffes between Dunbar and Ber
wic, and of thefe Lefley h:1d taken poffeffion. The Englifh general was brought: 
to extremity. He had even entertained a rtfolution of fending by fea all his foot 
and artillery to England, and of breaking thro', at all hazards, with his ca. 
valry. The madnefs of the Scots ecclefiai1ics faved him from this lofs and di[
honour. 

* Sir Ed. Walker, p. 16;. t Id. p. 168. t WhitloLke, p. 449· 
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NIGHT and day the minifters had been wreftling with ·the Lord in prayer, as Chap. r. 
they termed it; and they fancied, that they had at laft obtained the vitl:ory. 165°· 

Revelations, they faid, were made them, that the fetl:arian and heretical army, 
together with A gag, meaning Cromwel, was delivered into their hands. Upon 
the faith of thefe vifions, they forced their general, in fpite of all his remonftran- Battle of 

ces, to defcend into the plain, with a view of attacking the Englifh in their re- Dunbar. 

treat. Cromwel, looking thro' a perfpetl:ive glafs, faw the Scots camp in mo-
tion; and foretold, without the help of revelations, that the Lord had delivered 
his enemies into his hands. He gave orders immediately for an attack. In this 
battle it was eafily obferved, that nothing, in military aCtions, can fupply the 
place of difcipline and experience; and that, in the prefence of real danger, where 3dofSeptemc 

men are not accuftomed to it, the fumes of enthufiafm prefently diflipate, and ber. 

lofe their influence. The Scots, tho' double in number to the Engli!h, were 
foon put to flight, and purfued with great £laughter. The chief, if not only re-
fiftance, was made by one regiment of Highlanders, that part of the army which 
was the leaft infetl:ed with enthufiafm. No viCtory could be more compleat than 
this obtained by Cromwel. About 3000 men were £lain, and gcoo taken pri-
foners. Cromwel purfued his advantage, and took poffeffion of Edinburgh and 
Leith. The remnants of the Scots army fled to Sterling. The approach of the 
winter feafon, and an ague, which feized Cromwel, kept him from puiliing the 
victory any farther. 

THE clergy made great lamentations, and told the Lord, that it was little to 
them to facrifice their Jives and eilates, but to him it was a great lofs to fuffer 
his elect and chofen to be deftroyed *. They publifhed a declaration, containing 
the caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifitations they afcribed to the mani
fold provocations of the King's houfe, of which, they feared, he had not yet 
thoroughly repented ; the fecret intrufion of malignants into the King's family, 
and even into the camp; the leaving of a moft malignant and profane guard of 
horle, who, being fent for to be purged, came two days before the defeat, and 
were allowed to fight in the army; the owning of the King's quarrel by many 
without fubordination to religion and liberty ; and the carnal felf-feeking of fome, 
together with the negletl: of family prayers in others. 

CROMWEL having been fo fuccefsful in the war of the fword, took up the pen 
againft the Scots ecclefiafl:ics. He wrote them fume polemical letters, in which 
he maintained the chief points of the independent theology. He took care like
wife to retort on them their favourite argument of providence, and afked them 

0< Sir Edward Walker. 
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whether the Lord had not declared againfl: them. But the minifters thought, 
that the fame events, which to their enemies were judgements, to them were but 
trials; and they replied, that the Lord had only hid his face, for a time, from 
Jacob. But Cromwel infifted, that the appeal had been made to God in the moft 
exprefs and folemn manner, and that in the fields of Dunbar an irrevocable deci .. 
fion had been a warded in favour of the Englil.h army *. 

~65 1 • THE defeat of the Scots. was regarded by the King as a very fortunate event. 
The armies, which fought on both fides, were almofl: equally his enemies ; and 
the vanq~1itbed were f.lOW obliged to give him fame more authority, and apply to 
him for fupport. The parliament was fummoned to meet at St. Johnftone. 
Hamilton, Lauderdale, and all the Engagers, were admitted into court and 
camp, on condition of doing public penance, and expreffing repentance for their 
late tranlgreffions. Some Malignants alfo crept in under various pretences. The 
intended humiliation or penance of the King was changed into the ceremony of 

.aftofJanuary. his coronation, which was performed at Scone with great pomp and folemnity. 
But amidft all this appearance of refpetl:, Charles remained in the hands of the 
moft rigid Covenanters : and tho' treated with civility and courtefy by Argyle, a 
man of parts and addrefs, he was little better than a prifoner, and was fiill expo
fed to all the rudenefs and pedantry of the ecclefiaftics. 

Tms young prince was in a fituation, which very ill fuited his temper and dif
poG.tion. All thofe good qualities which he poffefi'ed, his affability, his wit, hi-s 
gaiety, his gentlemanly, difengaged behaviour, were here fo many vices ; and 
his love of eafe, liberty, and pleafure, was regarded as the higheft enormity. Tho' 
artfu I in the practice of courtly diffimu Ia cion, the fanctified fry le was utterly unknown 
to him ; and he never could mould his deportment into that frarched grimace, 

• This is the befl: of Cromwel's wretched compofitions that remain, and we £hall here extraB: a paf.
fage out of it. "You fay you have not fo learned Chrift as to hang the equity of your caufe upon 
u events. VIe could wilh that blindnefs had not been upon your eyes to all thofe marvellous difpen
•• Ltions, which God hath wrought lately in England. Yut did not you folemnly appeal and pray ? 
" Did not we do fo teo? And ought not we and you to think, with fear and trembling, of the hand of 
" the great God, in this mighty and firange appearance of his, but can flightly call it an event? Were 
•• not both your and our expectations renewed from time to time, while we waited on God, to fee 
,, which way he would manifefi himfelf upon our appeals ? And fhall we, afcer all thefe our prayers,. 
" fafl.ings, tears, expectations and folemn appeals, call thefe mere events? The Lord pity you. 
" Surely \~ e fear, becaufe it has been a merciful and a gracious deliverance to us. 

" I be!eech you in the bowels of Chrifi, fearch after the mind of the Lord in it towards you, and 
"''- we ih;ll nelp you by your prayers that you may find it. For yet, if we know our heart at all, our 
" bo~Yt;s do in Chrift yearn af>er th.e godly in Scotland..'' Thurloe, Vol. I. p. 15S. 

which. 
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which the Covenanters required as the infallible mark of converfion. The duke Chap. I. 
J6s•· of Buckingham was the only Eng!Hh courtier allowed to attend him ; and by his 

ingenious talent of ridicule, he had rendered himfelf extremely agreeable to his 
mafter. While fo many objeCts of derifion furrounded them, it was difficult to be 
altogether infenfible to the temptation, and wholly to fupprefs the laugh. Obliged 
to attend from morning to night at prayers and fermons, they betrayed evident 
fymptoms of wearinefs or contempt. The clergy never could efteem the King 
fufficiently regenerated : And by continued exhortations, remonftrances, and re. 
primands, they ftill endeavoured to bring him to a jufter fenfe of his fpiritual duty· 

THE King's paffion for the fair could not altogether be reftrained. He had once 
been obferved ufing feme familiarities with a yourig woman ; and a committee of 
minifters was appointed to reprove him for a behaviour fo unbecoming a covenanted 
monarch. The fpokefman of the committee, one Douglafs, began with a fevere 
afpeCl:, informed the King that great fcandal had been given to the godly, enlarged 
on the heinous nature of fin, and concluded with exhorting his Majefty, whenever 
he was difpofed to amufe himfelf, to be more careful, for the future, in !hutting 
his windows. This delicacy, fo. unufual to the place and to the character of the 
man, was remarked by the King; and he never forgot the obligation. 

THE King, !hocked with all the indignities, and, perhaps, fiill more tired with 
all the formalities, to which he was obliged to fubmit, made an attempt to regain 
his liberty. General Middleton, at the head of fame Royalifts, being profcribed 
by the Covenanters, kept in the mountains, expecting-fame opportunity of ferving 
his mafter. The King refolved to join this body. He fecretly made his efcape 
from Argyle, and fled towards the Highlands. Colonel Montgomery, with a 
troop of horfe, was fent in purfuit of him. He overtook the King, and perfuaded 
him to return. The Royalifts being too weak to fupport him, Charles was the 
more eafily induced to comply. This incident procured him afterwards better 
treatment and more authority; the Covenanters being afraid of driving him by 
their rig ours to fame defperate refolution. Argyle renewed his courtihip to the 
King, and the King, with equal dillimulation, pretended to repofe great confi
dence in Argyle. He even went fo far as to drop hints of his intention to marry 
that nobleman's daughter: But he had to do with a man toJ wife to be feduced 
by fuch grofs artifices. 

So foon as the feafon would permit, the Scots army was affembled under Ha
milton and Lefley ; and the King was al:owed to join the camp. The forces of 
the weftern counties, notwithftanding the imminent danger which threatened th; ir 
country, were refolved not to unite their caufe with that of an army, which ad
mitted any Engagers or Malignants among them; and they kept in a body apart 
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tmder Ker. They called themfelves the Protejlers; and their frantic clergy de. 

claimed equally againft the King and Cromwel. The other party were denomi
nated Refolutioners ; and thefe diftinB:ions continued long after to divide and agi
tate the kingdom. 

CHARLES encamped at the Torwood; and his generals refolved to conduct 
themfelves by tl1e fame cautious maxims, which, fo long as they were embraced, 
had been fuccefsful during the former campaign. The town of Stirling lay at his 
back, and the whole north fupplied him with provifions. Strong entrenchments 
defended his front ; and it was in vain that Cromwel made every attempt to bring 
him to an engagement. After lofing much time, the Englifh general fent Lam· 
bert over the firth into Fife, with an intention of cutting off the provifions of the 
Scots army. Lambert fell upon Holborne and Brown, who commanded a party 
of the Scots, and put them to rout with great ilaughter. Cromwel alfo paffed 
over wi.th his whole army, and lying at the back of the King, made it impof
fible for him to keep his poft any longer. 

CHARLEs,. reduced to defpair, embraced a refoh1tion worthy a young prince 
contending for empire. Having the way open to England, he refolved immedi
ately to march into that country, where he expeCted, that all his friends and all 
thofe difcontented with the prefent government would flock to his ftandard. He 
perfuaded the generals to enter into the f,une views ; and with one confent the 
army, to the number of 14,ooo men, rofe from their camp, and advanced by 
great journies towards the fouth. 

CROMWEL v;as furprized at .the movements of the Scots army. Wholly intent 
on offending his enemy, he had expofed his friends to the rnofl: imminent danger, 
and faw the King with a large army marching into England, where his prefence, 
from the general hatred which prevailed againlt the Parliament, was capable of 
operating fame great revolution. Bur if this conduCt was an overfight in Cram
wei, he quickly repaired it by his vigilance and aCtivity. He difpatched letters to 
the Parliament, exhorting them not to be terrified at the approach of the Scots :
He fent orders every where for affembling forces to oppofe the King: He ordered 
Lambert with a body. of cavalry to hang upon the rear of the royal army, and in
feft their march : And h.e himfelf, leaving Monk with 7000 men to compleat 
the reduCtion of Scotland, followed the King with all the expedition poffible. 

CHARLES found himfelf difappointed in his expeCtations of encreafing his army. 
The Scuts, terrified at the profpeB: of fo hazardous an enterprize, fell off in great 
numbers. The Englifh Prefbyterians, having no warning given them of the 
King's approach, were not prepared to join him. To the Royalift!', this meafure 
was equally unexpected; and they were farther deterred from joining the Scot~ 

army 
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army by the orders which the committee of minifters had iifued, not to admit any, Chap. r. 
even in this defperate extremity, who would not fubfcribe the covenant. The earl 16 :; 1 ~ 
of Derby, leaving the iQe of Man, where he had hitherto maintained his indepen-
dance on the Parliament, was employed in levying forces in Chefhire and Lan-
cafhire ; but was foon fuppreifed by a party of the parliamentary army. And 
the King, when he arrived at Worcefter, found, that his forces, extremely har-
ralfed by a hafty and fatiguing march, were not more numerous, than when he 
rofe from his camp in the Torwood. 

SucH is the influence of eftablifhed government, that the Commonwealth, tho' 
founded in ufurpation the rnoft unjuft and unpopular, had authority fufficient to 
raife every where the militia of the counties ; and thefe, united with the regular 
forces, bent all their efforts againft the King. With an army of above 4o,ooo men, 3d ofSeptem

Cromwel fell upon Worcefter; and attacking it on all fides, and meeting with lit- her. 

tie refiftance except from Duke Hamilton and General Middleton, broke in upon 
the difordered Roya!ifts. The ftreets of the city were ftrowed with the dead. 
Hamilton, a nobleman of great bravery and honour, was mortally wounded ; Battle of 

Malfe{ wounded and taken prifoner; the King himfelf, having given many Worcefrer. 

piOofs of perfonal valour, was obliged to fly. The whole Scots army were either 
killed or taken prifoners. The country people, inflamed with national antipathy, 
inhumanly put to death the few who efcaped from the field of battle. 

THE King left Worcefter at fix o'clock in the afternoon, and without halting, The King's 

travelled about twenty-fix miles, in company with fifty or flxty of his friends. To eCcape. 

provide for his fecurity, he thought it beft to feparate himfelf from his companions; 
and he left them without communicating his intentions to any of them. By the earl 

of E>erby's directions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe in the borders of Staf-
fordfhire, inhabited by one Penderell, a farmer. To this man Charles entrufl:ed 
himfelf. The man had dignity of fentiments much above his condition; and 
tho' death was denounced againfl: all who concealed the King, and a great reward 
promifed to any one who 1hould betray him, he profelfed and maintained un-
fhaken fidelity. He took the affiftance of his four brothers, equally honourable 
wiLh himfelf; and having cloathed the King in a garb like their own, they led 
him into the neighbouring wood, put a bi]l. into his hand, and pretended to em-
ploy themfelves in cutting faggots. Sorne nights he lay upon fl:raw in the houfe, 
and fed upon fuch homely fare as it afforded. For a better concealment, he 
mounted upon an oak, where he fheltered himfelf among the leaves and branches 
for twenty-four hours. He faw ftveral fold ins pafs by. All of them were in-
tent in fearch of the King; and many expreffed in his he~ring their earnefl: 
willies of feizing him. This tree was afterwards denominated the Ro)'al Oak; 

and 
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and for many years was regarded by the whole neighbourhood with great vene-· 
ration. 

CHARLES was in the middle of the kingdom, and could neither ftay in his re
treat, nor ftir a ftep from it, without the moft imminent danger. Fears, hopes, 
and party zeal interefl:ed multitudes to difcover him; and even the fmalleft indif
cretion of his friends might prove faral. Having joined lord Wilmot, who was 
flmlking in the neighbourhood, they agreed to put themfelves into the hands of 
colonel Lanr, a zealous Royalift, who lived at Bentley, not many miles diftant. 
The King's feet were fo _hurt by walking about in heavy boots or countrymen's 
fl1oes which did not fit him, that he was obliged to mount on horfeback; and he 
travelled in this fituation to Bentley, attended by the five Penderells, who had been 
fo faithful to him. Lane formed a fcheme for his journey to Briftol, where, it was 
hoped, he would lind a !hip, in which he might tranfport himfelf. He had a near 
kinfwoman, Mrs. Norton, who lived within three miles of that city, and was 
with child, very near the time of her delivery. He obtained a pafs (for during 
thofe times of confufion this precaution was requifite) for his lifter Jane Lane and a 
fervant, to travel towards Briftol, under pretence of vifiting and attending her rela
tion. The King rode before the lady, and perfonated the fervant : Wilmot, 
carrying a hawk on his hand, paifed for a fl:ranger, who had accidentally joined 
them. 

WHEN they arrived at Norton's, Mrs. Lane pretended, that ihe had brought 
with her, as her fervant, a poor lad, a neighbouring farmer's fon, who was ill of 
an ague; and ihe begged a private room for him, where he might be quiet. Tho' 
Charles kept himfelf retired in this chamber, the butler, one Pope, foon kne'w 
him ; and throwing himfelf on his knees, prayed for his Majefl:y's life and prefer
vation. The King was alarmed, but made the butler promife that he would keep 
the fe"ret from every mortal, even from his mafter; and he was faithful to his 
engagement. 

No fhip, it was found, would, for a month, fet fail from Brifto!, either for 
France or Spain ; and the King was obliged to go elfewhere for a pa.ffage. He 
entrufted himfelf to colonel Windham of Dorfetfhire, an affeCtionate partizan of 
the royal family. The natural effect of the long civil wars and of the furious 
rage, to which all men were wrought up in their different factions, was, that 
every one's inclinations and affeCtions were thoroughly known, and even the c~urage 
and fidelity of moft men, by the variety of incidents, had been put to trial. The 
Royalifts too had, many of them, been obliged to contrive concealments in their 
houfes for themfelves, their friends, or mofr valuable effects; and the arts of elud
ing the enemy had been often praetifed. All thefe circumftances proved favour-

able 
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able to the King in the prefent exigency. As he paffed often thro' the hands of 
Catholics, the Prieft's hole, as they called it, the place, where they were obliged to 
conceal their perfecuted priefts, was fometimes employed for iheltering their dif
treffed fovereign. 

WINDHAM, before he received the King, afked leave to entruft the important 
fecret to his mother, his wife, and four fervants, on whofe fidelity he could en-
tirely depend. Of all thefe perfons, no one proved wanting either in honour or 
difcretion. The venerable old matron, on the reception of her royal guefr, exA 
preffed the utmoftjoy, that, having loft, without regret, three fons and one grand
child in defence of his father, !he was now referved, in her declining years, to be 
inftrumental in the prefervation of himfelf. Windham told the King, that Sir 
Thomas, his father, in the year 1636, a few days before his death, called to him 
his five fans. " My children," faid he, " we have hitherto feen ferene and' 
u quiet times under our three laft fovereigns : But I muft now warn you to pre
" pare for clouds and ftorms. Fatl:ions arife on every fide, and threaten the tran
" quillity of your native country. But whatever happen, do you faithfully honour 
" and obey your Prince, and adhere to the Crown. I charge you never to forfake 
" the Crown, tho' it fhould hang upon a bufh." " Thefe ]aft words," added 
Windham, " made fuch impreffions on all our breafts, that .the many affiiCl:ions. 
" of thefe fad times could never efface their indelible charatters." From innu
merable inftances it appears how deep rooted in the minds of the Englifh gentry 
of that age was the principle of loyalty to their fovereign ; that noble and gene
rous principle, inferior only in excellence to the more enlc~rged and more inlighc
ened affection towards a legal confritution. But during thofe times of military
ufurpation, thefe paffions were the fame. 

THE King continued nineteen days in Windham's houfe; and all his friends in 
Britain and in every part of Europe, remained in the moft anxious fufpence with 
regard to his fortune: No one could conjeti:ure whether he was dead or alive; and 
the report of his death, being generally beljeved, happily relaxed the vigilant 
fearch of his enemies. Trials were made to procure a veffel for his efcape; but 
he ftill met with difappointments. Having left Windham's houfe, he was obliged 
again to return to it. He paffed thro' many other adventures ; affumed different 
difguife~; in every ftep was expofed to imminent perils; and received daily proofs 
of uncorrupted fidelity and attachment. The fagacity of a fmith, who remarked,. 
that his horfe's ihoes had been made in the north, not in the we(t, as he pretended, 
once deteB:ed him ; and he narrowly efcaped. At Shoreham in Suffex a veffel was 
at !aft found, in which he-embarked. He had been known to fo many, that, if 
he had not fet fail in that critical moment, it had been impoffible for him to efcape. 

I Afte 
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After one and forty days concealment, he arrived fafely at Fefcamp in Normandy. 
No Jefs than forty men and women had at different times been privy to his efcape *. 

THE battle of Worcefter afforded Cromwel what he called his crowning mercy. 
So elated was he, that he intended to have knighted in the field two of his gene
rals, Lambert and Fleetwood; but was diffuaded by his friends from exerting 
this atl: of regal authority. His power and ambition were too great to brook fub~ 
jeEtion to the empty name of a Republic, which flood chiefly by his influence and 
was fupported by his victories. How early he entertained thoughts of taking into 
his hand the reins of government, is uncertain. We are only aifured, that he 
now difcovered to his intimate friends thefe afpiring views ; and even expreffed a 
defire of affuming the rank of King, which he had contributed, with fuch feem
ing zeal, to abolifh t. 

THE little popularity and credit, acquired by the Republicans, farther fiimu
lated the ambition of this enterprizing politician. Thefe men had not that large 
thought nor thofe comprehenfive views, which might qualify them for acting the 
part of legiOators: Selfifh aims and bigotry chiefly engroffed their attention. They 
carried their rigid aufierity fo far as to enact laws, declaring fornication, after 
the firfi act, to be felony, without benefit of clergy:!:·' They made fmall pro
grefs in that important work, which they profeffed to have fo much at heart, the 
fettling a new model of reprefentation, and fixing a plan of government. The 
nation began to apprehend, that they intended to efiablifh themfelves as a perpe
tuallegiflature, and to confine the whole power to 6o or 70 perfons, who called 
themfelves the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England. And while they 
pretended to befiow new liberties upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged 
to infringe even the moil valuable of thofe, which, thro' time immemorial, had 
been tranfmitted from their ancefiors. Not daring to entruft the trials of treafon 
to juries, who, being chofen indifferently from among the people, would have 
been little favourable to the Commonwealth, and would have formed their verdict 
upon the antient laws, they eluded t"hat noble infi:itution, by which the govern
ment of this ifland has eve-r been fo much difi:ingui01ed. They had feen evidently 
in the trial of Lilburn what they could expeCt from juries. This man, the mofi: 
turbulent, but the moil: upright and courageous of human kind, was tried for a 
tranfgreffion of the new ftatute of treafons: But tho' he was plainly guilty, he 
wa> acquitted, to the infinite j.,y of the people., Wefiminfter Hall, nay the whole 
city, rang with lhouts and acclamations. Never dicl any eftablifhed power receive 
fo !hong a declaration of its ufurpation and invalid1ty ; and from no other infiitu. 

~ .Heathe's Chronicle, p. 30 r. 
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tion, befides. the admirable one of juries, could be expeCl:ed this magnanimous 
effort. 

THAT they might not for the future be expofed to affronts, which fo much 
ltffened their authority, the Parliament erect~d a high court of juftice, who were 
to receive indictments from the council of fi:ate. This court was compofed en 4 

tirely of men, devoted to the ruling party, without name or character, determined 
to facrifice every thing to their own fafety or ambition. Colonel Eufebius An
drews, and colonel Walter Slingfby were tried by this court for confpiracies, and 
condemned to death. They were Royalifts, and refufed to plead before fo illegal a 
jurifdiction. Love, Gibbons, and other prefbyterians, having entered into a 
plot againft the Republic, were alfo tried and executed. The earl of Derby, Sir 
Timothy Fetherftone, Bemboe, being taken prifoners after the battle of Wor
cefter, were put to death by fentence of a court martial : A method of proceed
ing declared unlawful by that very petition of right, for which a former parlia· 
ment had fo flrenuouily contended, and which, after great efforts, they had ex
to~ted from the King. 

ExcEPTING their principles of toleration, the maxims, by which the Repub
licans regulated ecclefiaftical affairs, no more prognofticated any durable fettlement, 
than thofe by which they conducted their civil concerns. The prefbyterian model 
of congregations, claffes, and affemblies was not allowed to be finifhed : It feemed 
even the attention of many leaders in the Parliament to admit of no eftablifhed 
church, and to leave every one, without any guidance of the magiftrate, to em. 
brace whatever feB: and to fupport whatever clergy were moft agreeable to him. It 
was not perceived, that by this policy the enthufiaftic fpirit muft of neceffity, from 
a concurrence of the emulation and interefted views of the ecclefiaftics, be raifed to 
fuch a height as to elude all the ryes of civil and moral duty. 

THE Parliament went fo far as to make fome approaches, in one province, to 
their independant model. Almoft all the clergy of Wales being ejected as ma
lignants, itinerant preachers with a fmall falary were fettled, not above four or 
five in each county; and thefe, being furnifhed with horfes at the public charge, 
hurried from place to place, and carried, as they expreifed themfelves, the glad 
tidings of the gofpel *. They were all of them men of the loweft birth and edu· 
cation, who had deferred mechanical trades, in order to follow this new profef
i1on: And in this particular, as well as in their wandering life, they pretended to 
be more truly apoftolical. 

lHE Republicans, both by the turn of their difpofition, and by the nature of 
the infrruments, which they employed, were better qualified for act~ of force and 

"' Dr. John Walker's Att~mpt, p. 14-7, & feq. 
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vigour than for the ilow and deliberate work of Iegiilation. Notwithftanding the 
late wars and bloodihed and the prefent faCtions, the power of England had never,. 
in any period, been fo formidable to the neighbouring kingdoms as at this time it 
appeared in the hands of the Commonwealth. A numerous army ferved equally 
to retain every one, in implicite fubjetl:ion to eftabli!hed authority, and to ftrike a 
terror into foreign nations. The power of peace and war was lodged in the fame 
hands with that of impofing taxes; and no difference of views, among the feve
ral members of the legillature, could any longer be apprehended. The prefent 
impofitions, tho' much fuperior to what had ever formerly been experienced, were 
in reality very moderate, and what a nation, fo opulent, could eafily bear. The 
military genius of the people, by the civil contefrs, had been rouzed from itS 
former lethargy ; and excellent officers were formed in every branch of fervice. 
The confufion into which all things had been thrown, had given opportunity 
to men of low ftations to break thro' their obfcurity, and to raife themfelves 
by their courage to commands, which they were well qualified to exercife, but to 
which their birth could never have entitled them. And while fo great power was 
lodged in fuch atl:ive hands, no wonder the Republic was fuccefsful in all its en
terprizes. 

BLAKE, a man of heroic courage and a generous difpofition, the fame perfon, 
who had defended Lyme and Taunton with fuch unihaken obftinacy againft the 
King, was made an admiral; and tho' he had hitherto been ac;:cuftomed only to 
land fervice, into which too he had not entered till paft fifty years of age, he foon 
raifed the naval glory of the nation to a higher pitch than it had ever attained in 
any former period. A fleet was committed to him, and he received orders to pur:.. 
fue Prince Rupert, to whom the King had given the command of that fquadron,. 
which had deferred to him. Rupert took fhelter in Kinfale; and efcaping thence, 
fled towards the coaft of Portugal. Blake purfued., and chaced him into the Ta
gus, where he intended to attack that Prince. But the King of Portugal, moved 
by the favour, which, throughout all Europe, attended the royal caufe, refufed 
Blake admittance, and aided Prince Rupert in making his.efcape. To be revenged 
of this partial icy, the Englilh admiral made prize of twenty Portuguefe fhips richly 
laden, and threatened frill farther vengeance. The King of Portugal, dreading 
:Co dangerous a foe to his new acquired dominion, and fenfible of the unequal con
tefr, in which he was engaged, made all poffible fubmiffions to the haughty Re
public, and was at ]aft admitted to negotiate the renewal of his alliance wi..th Eng
land. Prince Rupert, having loft a great part of his fquadron on the coaft of Spain, 
made fail towards the Weft-Indies. His brother, Prince Maurice, was there ihip
wrecked in a hurricane. Every where, this fquadron fubfifted by privateering, fome-

3 ti.mes 
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times on Englilb, fometimes on Spanifh veffels. And Rupert at laft returned to 
France, where he difpofed of the remnants of his fleet, together with all his prizes. 

ALL the fettlements in America, except New England, which had been planted 
entirely by the Puritans, adhered to the royal party, even after the fettlement of 
the Republic; and Sir George Ayfcue was fent with a fquadron to reduce them to 
<>bedience. Bermudas, Antigua, Virginia were foon fubdued. Barbadoes, com
manded by Lord Willoughl<>y of Parham, made fome refiftance ; but was at laft 
obliged to fubmit. 

WITH equal eafe were J erfey, Guernefey, Scilly, and the Ille of Man brought 
under fubjection to the Republic ; and the fea, which had been much infefted by 
privateers from thefe IO.ands, was rendered entirely fafe to the Englilb commerce. 
The Countefs of Derby defended the Ifie of Man ; and with great reluctance 
yielded to the neceffity of furrendering to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of 
the illuftrious houfe ofTrimoiiille in Frcmce, had, during the civil wars, difplayed 
a manly courage by her obfl:inate defence of Latham-Houfe againft the parlia
mentary-forces; and lhe retained the glory of being the laft perfon in the three 
kingdoms and in all' their dependant dominions, who fubmitted to the victorious 
Commonwealth*. 

IRELAN o and Scotland were now entirely fubjeB:ed and reduced to tranquillity: 
Ireton, the new deputy of Ireland, commanding a numerous army of 3o,ooo 
men, profecuted the work of fubduing the revolted Irifh; and he defeated them 
in many rencounters, which, tho' in themfelves of no great moment, proved fatal 
to their declining caufe. He punifhed without mercy all the prifoners who 
had any hand in the maffacres. Sir Phelim Oneale, among the refr, was, fome 
time afterwards, brought to the gibbet, and fuffered an ignominious death, ·which 
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties. Limeric, a confiderable town, 
frill remained in the ha~ds of the Irif11; and Ireton, after a vigorous fiege-, made 
himfelf mafter of it. He was here infected with the plague, and fhortly after 
died; a very memorable perfonage, much celebrated for his vigilance, induftry, 

* When the earl of Derby was alive, he had been fummoned by Ireton to fnrrend,er the lfle of Man ; 
and he return~d this fpirited and memorable anfwer. " I received your letter \Vith indignation, and 
« with fcorn return you this anfwer; that I cannot but wonder· whence you fhculd gather any hope:, 
" that I fhould prove like you, treacherous to my fovereign; fir.ce you cannot be ignorant of my for"" 
" mer aetings in his late Majefiy's fervice, from which principles of loyalty I am no whit departed. I 
" fcorn your proffers; I d1fdain your favour ; I abhor your treafon; and am fo far from delivering up 
~· this ifland to your advant1ge, that I lhall keep it to the utmDfi of my power to your ddhuEtion. 
•' Take this for your final anfwer, and forbear any farther follicitations: for if you trouble me with 
" any more meifages of this nature, I will burn the paper, ar d hang ilp the be~rer. This j, the im
.. mutable refolution, and fhall be the undoubted pratl:ice of him, who accounts it his chiefeft glory 
~· to b~ his Majefi)"s moll: loyal and obedient fubjeB:, D E R B Y"" 
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capacity, even for the ftrict e~ecution of juftice in that unlimited command, 
which he poffdfed in Ireland. He was obferved to be inflexible in all his pur
pofes; and it was believed by many, that he was animated with a fincere and paf
fionate love for li berry, and never could have been induced, by any motive, to 
fubmit to the fmallefr appearance of regal government. Cromwel appeared to be 
much affected by his death; and the Republicans, who repofed great confidence 
in him, were inconfoleable. To fhow their regard for his merit and fervices, they 
befi:owed an eftate of two thoufand pounds a year on his family, and honoured him 
with a magnificent uneral at the public charge. Tho' the efi:ablifhed government 
was but the mere fhadow of a Commonwealth, yet was it beginning by proper 
arts co encourage that public fpirir, which no other fpecies of civil polity is ever 
able fully to infpire. 

THE command of the army in Ireland devolved on lieutenant-general Ludlow. 
The civil government of the ifiand was entrufted to commiffioners. Ludlow con
tinued to puth the advantages againfr the Irith, and every where obtained an eafy 
.victory. That unhappy people, difgufi:ed with the King on account of thofe vio
lent declarations againfl: them and their religion, which had beenextorted by the 
Scots, applied to the King of Spain, to the duke of Lorraine; and found af
fiftance no where. Clanricarde, unable to relifi the prevailing power, made fub
miffions to the Parliament, and retired into England, where he foon after died. 
He was a fteady catholic; but a man much refpected by all parties. 

THE fucceffes, which attended Monk in Scotland, were no Iefs decifive. That 
able general laid liege to Stirling cafrle; and tho' it was well provided for defence, 
it was foon furrendered to him. He there became mafter of all the records of the 
kingdom ; and he fent them to England. The earl of Leven, the earl of Craw
ford, lord Ogilvy, and other noblemen, having met near Perth, in order to con
cert means for railing a new army, were fuddenly fet upon by colonel Alured, 
and moft of them taken prifoners. Sir Philip Mulgrave, with fome Scots, being 
engaged at Dumfries in a like enterprize, met with the fame fate. Dundee was a 
town well fortified, fupplied with a good garrifon under Lumifden, and full of all 
the rich furniture, the plate and money of the kingdom, which had been fent 
thither as to a place of fafety. Monk appeared before it; and having made a 
breach gave a general affault. He carried the town; and following the example 
and inftrucrions of Cromwel, put the whole inhabitants to the fword, in order 
to !hike a general terror into the kingdom. Warned by this example, Aber
deen, St. Andrews, Invernefs, and other towns and forts, of their own accord, 
yielded to the enemy. Argyle made his fubmiffions to the Englith Common
wealth; and excepting a few Royalifts, who remained fome time in the moun-

tains, 
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tains, under the ear] of Glencairn, lord Bakarras, and general Middleton, that 
kingdom, which had hitherto, thro' all ages, by means of its fituation, poverty, 
and valour, maintained its independance, was reduced to a total fubjeCl:ion. 

THE Englifu Parliament fent Sir Harry Vane, St. John, and other commif
fioners, to fettle Scotland, Thefe men, who poffdfed little of the real fpirit of 
liberty, knew how to maintain all the appearances of it; and they required the 
voluntary con lent of all the counties and towns of this conquered kingdom, be
fore they would unite them into the fame Commonwealth with England. The 
clergy protefted ; becaufe, they faid, this incorporation would draw along with 
it a fubordination of the church to the ftate in the things of Chrift *. Engli!h 
judges, joined to fome Scots, were appointed to determine all caufes; juftice was 
ftriCl:ly executed ; order and peace maintained ; and the Scots being freed from 
the tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, were not much diffatisfied with the prefent go
vernment t. The prudent conduct of Monk, a man who poffelfed a good ca
pacity for the arts both of peace and war, ferved much to reconcile the minds of 
men, and to allay their prejudices. 

BY the total reduction and pacification of the Britifh dominions, the Parliament 
had leifure to look abroad, and to exert their vigour in foreign enterprizes. The 
Dutch were the firft who felt the weight of their arms. 

DuRING the life of Frederic Henry, Prince of Orange, the States had main
tained an exaCt neutrality in the civil wars of England, and had never interpofed, 

"' Whitlocke, p. 496. 
t It had been an ufual policy of the prefbyterian ecclefiafl:ics to fettle a chaplain in the great fa. 

milies, who acted as a fpy upon his mafter, and gave them intelligence of the moft private tranfac. 
tions and difcourfes of the family. A fi,onal inftance of prieftiy tyranny, and the fubjettion of the 
nob:Jity ! They even obliged the ferva::ts to give intelligence againft their mafters. Whitlocke• 
p. 502. The fame author, p. 512, tells tbe following Hory. The fynod meeting at Perth, and 
citing the minifters and people, who had exprefied a diilike of their heavenly go'Vernment, the men 
being out of the way, their wives refolved to anfwer for them. And on the day of appearance, 120 

women with good clubs in their hands came and befieged the church, where the reverend minifl:ers 
fat. They fent one of their number to treat \\ith the females, and he threatening excommunication, 
they hafted him for his labour, kept him prifoner, and fent a party of 6o, who routed the reft of the 
clergy, bruifed their bodies forely, took all their baggage and 12 horfes. One of the minifl:ers, af
ter a mile's runniqg, taking all creatures for his foes, meeting with a foldier fell on his knees, who 
k!)owing nothing /if the matter, afk.ed the blackcoat what he meant. The female conquerors, hav. 
ing laid hold on the fynod clerk, beat him till he fodwore his office. Thirteen minilters rallied 
about four miles from the place, and voced that this village fhould never more have a fynod in it, 
but be accurfed; and that 1ho' in the years 1638 and 39, the godly women were cried up for fl:oning 
the bifhops, yet now the whole fex ihould be efteemed wicked. 

except 
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except by their good offices, between the contending parties. When Williami 
who had married an Englifh Princefs, fucceeded to his father's commands and au
thority t, the States, both before and after the execution of the late King, were 
accufed of taking fieps more favourable to the royal caufe, and of betraying a 
great prejudice againfl: the caufe of the Parliament. It was long before the envoy 
of the Englifh Commonwealth could obtain an audience of the States-General~ The 
murderers of Dorifiaus were not purfued with fuch vigour as the Parliament ex
peCted. And much regard had been paid rhe Kmg, and many good offices per
formed to him, both by the public and by men of all ranks, in the United Provinces. 

AFTER the death of William, prince of Orange :j:, which was attended with 
the depreffion of his party and the triumph of the Republicans, the Parliament 
thought, that the time was now come of cementing a clofer confederacy with the 
United Provinces. St. John, lord chief jufiice, who was fent over to the Hague, 
had entertained the idea of forming a kind of coalition between the two Repub
lics, which would have rendered their interefis totally infeparable; but fearing 
that fo extraordinary a project would not be reli1hed, he contented himfelf with 
dropping lome hints of it, and openly went no farther than to propofe a firiCl: de
fenfive alliance between England and the States, fuch as has now) for near feventy 
years, taken place between thefe friendly powers *. But the States, who were 
unwilling to form a nearer confederacy with a government, whofe meafures were 
fo obnoxious, and whofe fituation feemed fo precarious, offered only to renew 
the former alliances with England.- And the haughty St. John, difgufied with 
this refufal, as well as incenfed at many affronts, which had been offered him 
with impunity, by the retainers of the Palatine and Orange families, and indeed 
by the populace in general, returned into England, and endeavoured to excite a 
quarrel between the two Republics. 

THE movements of great fiates are often direCI:ed by as fiender fprings as thofe 
of individ.uals. Tho' war with fo confiderable a naval power as the Dutch, who 
were in peace with all their other neighbours, might feem dangerous to the yet 
\mfettled Commonwealth, there were feveral motives, which at this time induced 
the Englifh Parliament to embrace hoilile meafures. Many of the members 
thought, that a foreign war would ferve as a pretence for continuing the fame 
Parliament, and delaying the new model of a reprefentative, with which the na
tion had fo long been flattered. Others hoped, that the war would furni1h a f'ea
fon for maintaining, fo.me time longer, that numerous mercenary army, which 

t In 1647• :t. In October J7, 165o. 
'~~' Thurloe, vol.I. p. 18z, 
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was fo much complained of*. On the other hand, fome, who dreaded the in
creafing power of Cromwel, expected, that the great expence of naval armaments 
would prove a motive for diminilhing the military eftablifhment. Tp divert the 
attention of the public from domeftic quarrels towards foreign tranfatl:ions, feem
ed, in the prefent difpofition of mens minds, to be good policy. The fuperior 
power of the Englilh Commonwealth, together with the advantages of fituation, 
promifed it fuccefs ; and the parliamentary leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes 
from the Dutch, to diftrefs and fink their flourilhing commerce, and by victories 
to throw a luftre on their eftablilhment, which was fo new and unpopular. All 
thefe views, enforced by the violent fpirit of St. John, who had a great influence 
over Cromwel, determined the Parliament to change the propofed alliance into a 
furious war againft rhe United Provinces. 

To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the Parliament, under pretence of providing 
for the interefts of commerce, embraced fuch meafures as, they knew, would give 
difguft to the States. They framed the famous act of navigation, which prohi
bited all nations to import into England in their bottoms, any commodity which 
was not the growth and manufacture of their own country. By this law, thos 
the terms, in which it was conceived, were general, the Dutch were principally hurt; 
becaufe their country produces few commodities, and they fubfift chiefly by being 
the general carriers and factors of the world. Letters of reprizal were granted to 
feveral merchants, who complained of injuries, which, as they pretended, they 
had received from the States; and above eighty Dutch .fhips fell into their hands 
and were made prize of. The cmelries praCtifed on the Englifl1 at Amboyna, 
which were certainly enormous, but which feemed to be buried m oblivion by a 
thirty years filence, were again made the grounds of complaint. And the allow
ing the murderers ofDoriflaus to efcape, and the conniving at the infults to which 
St. John had been expofed, were reprefented as fymptoms of an unfriendly, if not 
a hoftile, difpofition in the States. 

THE States, alarmed at all thefe fteps, fent over orders to their amba1L1dors to 
endeavour the renewal of the treaty of alliance, which had been brck~ off by the 
abrupt departure of St. John. Not to be unprepared, they equipped a Beet of a 
hundred and fifty fail, and took care, by their minifters at London, to inform 
the council of ftate of that armament. This intelligence, inftead of ftriking ter
ror into the Englifh Republic, was confidered as a menace, and farther confirmed 
the Parliament in their hoftile refolutions. The minds of men, in both flares, 
were every day more and more irritated againft each other ; and it was not long 
before thefe malignant humours brok,e forth into action. 

• We are told in the life of Sir H~rry Vanf, that that famous republican oppofed the Dutch war, 
and that it was the military ger.tlemen chidly who fupported that meafure. 

TROMP, 
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TROMP, an admiral of great renown, received from the States the command of 
a fleet of forty-two fail, in order to proteCt the Dutch navigation againft the pri· 
vateers of the Engliih. He was forced by ftrefs of weather, as he alledged, to 
take ihelter in the road of Dover, where he met with Blake, who C0mmanded an 
Engli!h fleet much inferior in number. Who was the aggreifor in the aCtion, 
which enfued between thefe two admirals, both of them men of fuch prompt and 
fiery difpofitions, it is not eafy to determine ; fince each of them fent tu his own 
ftate a relation totally oppofite in all its circumftances to that of the other, and yet 
fupported by the teftimony of every captain in his fleet. Blake pretended, that, 
baving given a fignal to the Dutch admiral to ftrike, Tromp, inftead of comply· 
ing, fired a broad-fide at him. Tromp a!ferted, that he was preparing to ftrike, 
and that the Engli!h admiral, neverth(defs, began hoftilities. It is certain, that 
the admiralty of Hollan_d, who are diftinet from the council of ftate, had given 
Tromp no orders to ftrike, but had left him to his own difcretion with regard to 
that vain, but much contefted ceremonial. They feemed willing to introduce the 
claim of an equality with the new Commonwealth, and to interpret the former re
fpetl:, which they had ever paid the Engli!h flag, as a deference due only to the 
Monarchy. This circumftance forms a ftrong prefumption againft the narrative 
of the Dutch admiral. The whole Orange party, it muft be remarked, to which 
Tromp was fufpeCted to adhere, were defirous of a war with England. 

BLAKE, tho' his fquadron confifted only of fifteen ve!fels, reinforced, after the 
battle began, by eight under captain Bourne, maintained the fight with great bravery 
for five hours, and funk one !hip of the enemy and took another. Night parted the 
combatants, and the Dutch fleet retired towards the coaft of Holland. The po· 
pulace of London were enraged, and would have infulted the Dutch ambaf
fadors, who lived at Chdfea, had not the council of State fent guards to proteCt 
them. 

WHEN the States heard of this aCtion, of which the fatal confequences were ealily 
forefeen, they were in the utmoft conflernation. They immediately difpatched 
Paw, penfionary of Holland, as their ambaifador extraordinary to London, and 
ordered him to lay before the Parliament the narrative which Tromp had fent of the 
late rencounter. They entreated them, by all the bands of their common religion, 
and common liberties, not to precipitate themfelves into hoftile m.eafures, but to 
appoint commiffioners, who fhould examine every circumftance of the aCtion, and 
clear up the truth, which lay in obfcurity. And they pretended, that they had 
given no orders to their admiral to offer any violence to the Engli!h, but wo1..1ld 
feverely punifh him, if they found, upon enquiry, that he had been guilty of an 
action which they fo much difapproved. The imperious Parliament would hearken 

to 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 

t"" none of thefe reafons or remonfhances. Elated with the numerous .fucce.ffes, Ch r v ap .• 
which they had obtained over their domeftic enemies, they thought, that every 165'Z: 
thing mufl: yield to their fortunate arms; and they gladly feized the opportunity, 
which they fought, of making war upon the States. They demanded, that, with-
out any farther delay or enquiry, reparation fhould be made for all the damages, 
which the Englifh had fufi:ained. And when this demand was not complied with, 
they difpatched orders for commencing war againfi: the United Provinces. 

BLAKE failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and fell upon the herring buifes, 
which were efcorted by twelve men of war. All thefe he either took or difperfed. 
Tromp followed him with a fleet of above a hundred fail. When thefe two admi
rals were within fight of each other, and preparing for battle, a furious ftorm at
tacked them. Blake took fhelter in the Engliih harbours. The Dutch fleet was 
difperfed and received great damage. 

SrR GEORGE AvscuE, tho' he commanded only forty Chips according to the 16th of Au~ 
Englifh accounts, engaged near Plymouth the famous de Ruiter, who had under gull. 

him fifty !hips of war, with thirty merchant-men. The Dutch Jhips were in-
deed of inferior force to the Englifh. De Ruiter, the only admiral in Europe, 
who has attained a renown equal to that of the greatefl: genera1, defended 
himfelf fo well, that Ayfcue gained no advantage over him. Night parted them 
in the greatefl: heat of the action. De Ruiter next day failed off with his 
convoy. The Englilh had been fo !battered in the fight, that they wen~ not able 
to purfue. 

NEAR the coaft of Kent, Blake, feconded by Bourne and Pen"' met the Dutcb zSth ofOc .. ' 

fleet, nearly~ equal in number, commanded by de Witte and de Ruiter. A battle tober. . 

was fought much to the difadvantage of the Dutch. Their rear-admiral was, boarded 
and taken. Two other veffels were funk and one blown up. The Dutch fleet 
next day made fail towards Holland. 

THE Englilh were not fo fuccefsful in the Mediterranean. Van Galen with 
much fuperiar for.ce attacked c~ptain Badily, and defeated him. He bought, 
however, his victory with the lofs of his life. 
SEA-FIG~TS are feldom fo decifive as to difable the:vanquifhed from making head zgth of No~ 

in a little time againft the victors. Tromp, feconded by de Ruiter, met near the velllber. 

Good wins, with Blake, whofe fleet was inferior to the Dutch, but who was refol ved 
not to decline the combat. A furious battle commenced, where the admirals on 
both fides, as well as the inferior officers and Jearn en, exerted extraordinary bravery. 
ln this action, the Dutch had the advantage. Blake himfelf was wounded. The 
Garland and Bonaventure were taken. Two !hips were burned .and one fiJnk; and 
night came very opportunely to fave the Englilh fleet. After t-his victory, 

VoL. VI. G Tromp 
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Tromp in a bravado fixed a broom to his main-maft; as if he were refolved tcr 
fweep the fea entirely of all Englilh veifels. 

GREAT preparations were made in England, in order to wipe off this difgrace. 
A gallant fleet of eighty fail was fitted out. Blake commanded, and Dean under 
him, together with Monk, who had been fent for from Scotland. When the Eng
lifh lay off Portland, they defcried near break of day the Dutch fleet of feventy-fix 
veffels, failing up the Channel, along with a convoy of 300 merchant-men, who 
had received orders to wait at the Iae of Rhe, till the fleet fhould arrive to efcort 
them. Tromp and de Ruiter commanded the Dutch. This battle was the moft fu
rious which had yet been fought, between thefe warlike and rival nations. Three 
days was the battle continued with the utmoft rage and obftinacy; and Blake, whc> 
was vitl:or, gained not more honour than Tromp, who was vanquifhed. The Dutch 
admiral made a fkilful retreat, and faved all the merchant fhips, except thirty. 
He loft however eleven fhips of war, had zooo men O.ain, and near 1500 taken 
prifoners. The Engli.fb, tho' many of their fhips were extremely fhattered, had but: 
one funk. Their Hain were not much inferior in number to thofe of the enemy. 

ALL thefe fucceffes of the Englilh were chiefly owing to the fuperior fize of 
their veffels ; an advantage which all the fkill and bravery of the Dutch admirals 
could not compenfate. By means of fhip-money, an impofition which had been 
fo much complained of, and in fome refpects with reafon, the late King had put 
the navy into a fituation, which it had never attained in any former reign ; and he 
ventured to build i11ips of a fize, which was then unufual. But the misfortunes~ 
which the Dutch met with in battle, were fmall in comparifon of thofe, which 
their trade fuftained from the Englilh. Their whole commerce by the Channel was 
cut off: Even that to the Baltic was much infefted by the Englifh privateers. Their 
fifheries were totally fufpended. A great number of their fhips, above 16oo, had 
fallen into-the enemies hands. And all this diftrefs they fuffered, not for any na .. 
tional intereft. or neceffity; but from vain points of honour and perfonal refentments, 
of which it was difficult to give a fatisfactory account to the public. They refolved 
therefore to gratify the pride of the Parliament, and to make fome advances to
wards a peace. Their reception, however, was not favourable; and it was not 
without pleafure} that they learned the diffolution of that haughty affembly by the 
violence of Cromwel ;- an event from which they expected a more profperous turn 
to their affairs. 

THE zealous Republicans in the Parliament had not been the chief or firft promo
ters of the war; but when it was once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw from 
it every poffible advantage. On all occaHons, they fet up the fleet in oppofition 

to 
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m the army, and celebrated the glory and fucceiTes of their naval armaments. Chap. L 

They inlifted on the intolerable expence to which the nation was fubjecred, and 1653
• 

urged the neceffity of diminifhing it by a reduction of their land forces. They Diifoluti_on of 

h d d d fc • r b d h fl · h 1. f . the Parha-a or ere orne regtments to 1erve on oar t e eet m t e qua 1ty o mannes : mcnt. 

And Cromwel, by the whole train of their proceedings, evidently faw, that they 
had entertained a jealoufy of his power and ambition, and were refolved to bring 
him to a fubordination under their authority. Without fcruple or delay he re-
olved to 'prevent them. 

ON fuch finn foundations was built the credit of this extraordinary man, that~ 

tho' a great mafter of fraud and diffimulation, he judged it fuperfluous to employ 
any difguife in conducting that bold enterprize. He fummoned a general council 
of officers; and immediately found~ that they were difpofed to receive whatever im
preffions he was pleafed to give them. Moft of them were his creatures, had owed 
their advancement to his favour, and relied entirely upon him for their future pre
ferment. The breach being already made, between the military and civil powers, 
when the late King was feized at Holmby; the general officers regarded the Par. 
liament as at once their creature and their rival; and thought that they themfelves 
were entitled to ibare among them thofe offices and riches, of which its members 
had fo long kept poffeffion. Harrifon, Rich, Overton, and a few others, who 
retained fome principle, were guided by notions fo extravagant, that they wert! 
eafily deluded into meafures the moll violent and moft criminal. And the whole 
army had already been guilty of fuch illegal and atrocious aCtions, that they 
could entertain no farther fcruples with regard to any enterprize, which might 
ferve their felfifh or fanatical purpofes. 

IN the council of officers it was prefently voted to frame a remonfrrance to the 
Parliament. After complaining of the arrears, which were due to the army, they 
there defired the Parliament to remember how many years they had fat, and 
what profeffions they had formerly made of their intentions to new model the 
reprefentative, and eftablifh fucceffive Parliaments, who might bear that burthen 
of national affairs, from which they themfel ves would gladly, after fo much. 
danger and fatigue, be at laft relieved. They confeffed, that the Parliament 
had atchieved great enterprizes, and had furmounted mighty difficulties ; yet 
was it an injury, they faid~ Eo the reft of the nation to be excluded from bear
ang any part in the fervice of their country. It was now full time for them to 
give place to others; and they therefore de fired them, after fettling a council, 
who might execute the laws during the interval, to fummon a new Parliament, 
and eftablifh that free and equal government, which they had fo long promifed 
to the people. 

G 2 
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Chap." r. THE Parliament took this remonftrance in very ill part, and- made a fharp reply 
t.65J· to the council of officers. The officers inlifled on their advice; and by mutual al

tercation and oppolition, the breach became ftill wider between the army and the 
~otn of April. Commonwealth. Cromwel, finding matters ripe for his purpofe, called a council 

of officers, in order to come to a determination with regard to the public fettlement· 
As he had here many friends, fo had he alfo fome opponents. Harrifon having 
aifured the council, that the General fought only to pave the way for the govern
ment of Jefus and his faints, Major Streater brifkly replied, that Jefus ought 
then to come quickly : For if he delayed it till after Chriftmas, he would come 
too late; he would find his place occupied. While the officers were in debate, 
colonel Ingoldfby informs Cromwel, that the Parliament were fitting, and had 
come to a refolution not to diffolve themfelves, but to fill up the houfe by new 
eleCtions; and were at that very time engaged in deliberations with regard to 
this expedient. Cromwel in a rage immediately haflens to the houfe, and car
ries a body of 300 foldiers along with him. Some of them he placed at the 
door, fome in the lobby, fome on the ftairs. He firfl addre!fed himfelf to his 
friend St. John, and told him, that he had come with a purpofe of doing what 
grieved him to the very foul, and what he had earneftly with tears prayed the 
Lord not to impofe upon him: But there was a neceffity, in order to the glory of 
God and good of the nation. He fat down for fome time, and heard the debates· 
lie beckoned Harrifon, and told him, that he now judged the Parliament ripe for 
a diifolution. " Sir," faid Harrifon, "the work is very great and dangerous; I 
u defire you ferioufly to confider, before you engage in it." " You fay well,n 
replied the General; and thereupon fat frill about a quarter of an hour. When 
the queftion was ready to be put, he faid again to Harrifon, "This is the time: I 
" muft do it."- And fuddenly ftarting up, he loaded the Parliament with the vileit 
reproaches, for their tyranny, ambition, oppreffion, and robbery of the public. 
Then ftamping with his foot, which was the fignal for the foldiers to enter, " For 
" fhame,'' faid he to the Parliament, " get you gone: Give place to honef.ler 
,, men; to thofe who will more faithfully difcharge their truft. You are no longer 
" a 'Parliament: I tell you, you are no longer a Parliament. The Lord has don~ 
" with you: He has chofen other inftruments for carrying on his work.'' Sir 
Harry Vane elrclaiming againft this procedure, he cried with a loud voice, " 0 ! 
" Sir Harry Vane, Sir Harry Vane! The Lord deliver me from Sir Harry Vane!" 
Taking hold of Martin by the cloke, " Thou art a whoremafter," faid he. To 
another, " Thou art an adulterer." To a third, " Thou art a drunkard and a 
" 2lutton :" "And thou an extortioner," to a fourth. He commanded a foldier to 

v 

feize the mace. " What fhall we do with this bauble? Here take it away. It is 
'""you '~ 
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"' you," faid he addreffing himfelf to the Houfe, " that have forced me upon 
" this. I have fought the Lord, night and day, that he would rather flay me 
" than put me upon this work." Having commanded the foldiers to clear the
hall, he himfelf went out the laft, and ordering the doors to be locked, departed 
to his lodgings in Whitehall. 

IN tl1is furious manner, which fo well denotes his genuine character,. did Cram
wei, without the leaft oppofition, or even murmur, annihilate that famous affem
bJy, which had filled all Europe with the renown of its actions, and with aftonilh
ment at its crimes, and whofe commencement was not more ardently defired by 
the people than was its final diffolution. AU parties now reaped fucceffively the 
difmal pleafure of feeing the injuries, which they had fuffered, revenged on their 
enemies ; and that too by the fame arts, which had been pratl:ifed againf.l: them. 
The King had ftretched his prerogative beyond its juft bounds; and aided by the 
church, had well nigh put an end to all the liberties and privileges of the nation. 
The Pre:fbyterians checked the progrefs of the court and clergy, and excited, by 
cant and hypocrify~ the populace firft to tumults,. then to war, againft the King, 
the Peers, and all the Royalifl:s. No fooner had they reached the pinnacle of 
grandeur, than the Independants, under the appearance of f.l:ill greater fanctity, 
inftigated the army againft them, and reduced them to fubjetl:ion. The Inde~ 
pendants, amidft their empty dreams of liberty, or rather of dominion, were op
pre!fed by the rebellion of their own fervants,. and found themfelves at once ex
pofed to the infults of power and hatred of the people. By recent, as well as 
all antient example, it was become evident, that illegal violence, with whatever 
pretences it may be covered, and whatever object it may purfue, muft inevitably. 
c:nd at laft in the arbitrary and defpotic government of a fingle perfon. 

CHAP. 

Chap. I. 
1653· 
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C H A P. II. 

Cromwel's birth and private life.-Barebone's Parliament.-Cromwel 
made ProteCJor.-Peace with Ho!land.-A new Parliament.
InfurreCJion qf the Royalifis.-State qf Europe.-War with Spain. 
-Jamaica conquered.-Succefs and death qf admiral Blake.
Domefiic adminifiration qf Cromwel.-Humble Petition and Advice. 
-Dunkirk taken.-Sicknefi qf the ProteCJor.-His death
And Character. 

0 LIVER C R 0 M WE L, in whofe hands the diffolution of the Parlia-
!itl53· 

Cromwei's ment had left the whole power, civil and military, of three kingdoms, 
;birth _and pri- was born at Huntingdon, the )aft year of the former century, of a very good fa
¥ate hfe. rnily; tho' he himfelf, being the fon of a fecond brother, inherited but a fmall eftate 

from his father. In the courfe of his education he had been fent to the univerfity ; 
but his genius was found little fitted for the calm and elegant occupations of learning; 
and he made fmall profiCiency in his ftudies. He even threw himfelf into a very 
diffolute and diforderly courfe of life ; and he confumed, in gaming, drinking, de
bauchery, and country riots, the more early years of his youth, and diffip,ated part of 
his patrimony. All of afudden, the fpirit of reformation feized him ; he married, 
.affected a grave and compofed behaviour, entered into all the zeal and rigour of the 
puritanical party, and offered to reftore to every one whatever fums he had formerly 
gained by gaming. The fame vehemence of temper, which had tranfported him 
into the extremes of pleafure, now difl:inguilbed his religious habits. His houfe was 
the refort of all the zealous clergy of the party ; and his hofpitality, as well as his 
liberalities to the file need and deprived minifl:ers, proved as chargeable as his former 
debaucheries. Tho' he had acquired a tolerable fortune by a maternal uncle, he 
'found his affairs fo injured by his expences, that he was obliged to take a farm at St. 
I ves, and apply himfelf, for fome years, to agriculture as a profeilion. But this 
expedient ferved rather to involve him in farther dtbts and difficu!ties. The long 
prayers which he f&id to his family in the morning, and again in the afternoon, 
<:onfumed his own time and that of his ploughmen ; and he referved no lei~ 
zure for the care of his temporal affairs. His active mind, fuperior to the low 
.occupations, to which he was condemned, preyed upon itfelf; and he indulged his 

imagination 
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iimagination in vifions, illuminations, revelations ; the great nouri.lhment of that 
hypocondriacal temper, to which he was ever fubjeB:. Urged by his wants and 
his devotions, he had formed a party with Hambden, his near kinfman, who 
was preifed only by the latter motive, to tranfport himfelf into New England~ 
now become the retreat of the more zealous among the puritanical party ; and it 
was an order of council, which obliged them to difembark and remain in Eng
land. The earl of Bedford, who poffeffed a large eftate in the Fen Country, 
near the il.le of Ely, having undertaken to drain thefe moraffes, was obliged to 
apply to the King; and by the powers of the prerogative, he got commiffioners 
appointed, who conducted that work, and divided the new acquired land among 
the feveral proprietors. He met with oppofition from many, among whom 
Cromwel diftinguifhed himfelf; and this was the firft public opportunity, which 
he had met with, of difcovering the faB:ious zeal and obftinacy of his charaCter. 

FROM accident and intrigue, he was chofen by the town of Cambridge member 
of the long Parliament. His domeftic affairs were then in great diforder; and 
he feemed not to poffefs any talents, which could qualify him to rife in that public 
fphere, into which he was now at laft entered. His perfon was ungracefLJl, his 
drefs flovenly, his voice untuneable, his elocution homely, tedious, obfcure, and 
ernbarraffed. The fervour of his fpirit frequently prompted him to rife in the 
houfe; but he was not heard with attention ~ His name, for above two years, is 
not to be found oftener than twice in any committee; and thofe committees, into 
which he was admitted, were chofen for affairs, which would more intereft the 
zealots than the men of bufinefs. In comparifon of the eloquent fpeakers and fine 
gentlemen of the houfe, he was entirely overlooked ; and his friend Hambden 
alone was acquainted with the depth of his genius, and foretold, that if a civil 
war ihould enfue, he would foon rife to eminence and difiinCtion. 

CRoMWIL himfelf feerns to have been confcious where his ftrength lay ; and 
partly from that motive, partly from the uncontroleable fury ofhis zeal, he al
way~ joined that party, which puihed every thing to extremity againft the King. 
He was very atl:ive for the famous remonftrance, which was the fig;nal for all the 
enfuing commotions ; and when, after a long debate, it was carried by a ~fmall 
majoricy, he told lord Falkland, that, if the queftion had been loft, he was re
folved next day to have converted into ready money the remains of his fortune, 
and immediately to have left the kingdom. Nor was this refolution, he faid, pe
culiar to himfelf: Many others of his party he knew to be equally determined. 

HE was no lefs than forty-three years of age, when he firft embraced the mili
tary profeffion; and by force of genius, without any maft"r, he foqo b'.::came an 
excellent officer ; tho' perhaps he never reached the fame of a confummare com-. 

mander, 
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mander. He raifed a troop of horfe, fixed his quarters in Cambridge, exerted 
!great feverity towards that univerfity, which zealoufly adhered to the royal party; 
.2nd fhowed himfelf a man who would .go all lengths in f~ vour of that caufe, which 
he had efpou{ed. He would not allow his foldiers to perplex their heads with 
.thofe fubtilties of fighting by the King's authority againft his perfon, and {)f 
pbeying his Majefty's orders fignified by both houfes of Parliament: He plainly 
told them, that, if he met the King in battle, he would fire a piftol in his face as 
.readily as againft any other man. His troop of horfe he foon augmented to a re
giment, and he firft inftituted that difcipline and infpired that fpirit, which rendered 
.the parliamentary armies in the end victorious. " Your troops,, faid he to 
Hambden, according to his own account *, t" are moft of them old decayed 
"'' ferving men and tapfters, and fuch kind of fellows; the King's forces are com
" pofed of gentlemen's younger fons and perfons of good quality. And do you 
" think, that the mean fpirits of fuch bafe and low fellows as ours will ever 
" be able to encounter gentlemen, that have honour and courage, and refolution in 
" th~m? You muft get men of fpirit; and take it not ill that I fay, of a fpirit, 
H that is likely to go as far as gentlemen will go, or elfe I am fure you will frill be 
_, beaten, as you have hitherto been, in every rencounter." He did as he pro
.pofed. He inlifted freeholders and farmers fans. He carefully invited into his re
giment all the zealous fanatics throughout England. When collected in a body, 
their enthufiaftic fpirit frill rofe to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from his own 
.natural charaCle~, as much as from policy, was fufficiently inclined to encreafe the 
flame. He preached, he prayed, he fought, he punifhed, he rewarded. The 
:wild enthufiafm, together with valour and difcipline, frill p_ropagated itfelf; and all 
men caft their eyes on fo pious and fo fuccefsful a leader. From low commands, 
he rofe with great rapidity to be really the firft, tho' in appearance only the fe
cond, in the army. By fraud and violence, he foon rendered himfelf the firft in 
the fl:ate. In proportion to the encreafe of .his authority, his talents feemed al
ways to expand themfelves; and he difplayec1 every day new abilitie~, which had 
Jain dormant till the very emergence, by which they were called forth into action. 
All Europe fl:ood afl:onifued to fee a nation, fo turbulent and unruly~ who, for 
{orne encroachments on their privileges, .had dethroned and murdered an excellent 
Prince, defc,'nded from a long line of monarchs, now at Jail: fubdued and reduced 
to fiavery by one, who, a few yec1rs before, was no better than a private gentle
rnan, \Vhofe name was not known in the nation, and who was very little regarded 

.even in that low fphere, to which he had always been confined. 

* Conference he:d at Whitehall. 
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THE indignation, entertained by the people, againft an authority founded on 
fuch manifeft ufurpation, was not fo violent as might naturally be expeCted. 
Congratulatory addreffes, the firft of the kind, were made to Cromwel by the 
fleet, the army, even many of the chief corporations and counties of England ; 
but efpecially by the feveral congregations of pretended faints, difperfed through
out the kingdom *. The Royalifts, tho' they could not love the man, who had 
embrued his hands in the blood of their fovereign, expeCted more lenity from 
him, than from the jealous and imperious Republicans, who had hitherto go
verned. The prefbyterians were pleaf€d to fee thofe men, by whom they had 
been outwitted and expelled, now in the end expelled and outwitted by their own 
fervant ; and they applauded him for this I aft aCt of violence upon the Parliament. 
Thefe two parties compofed the bulk of the nation, and kept the people in fame 
tolerable temper. All men, likewife, harraffed with wars and faCtions, were glad 
to fee any profpeCl: of juftice and fettlement. And they deemed it Iefs ignomini
ous to fubmit to a perfon of fuch admirable talents and capacity than to a few 

ignoble enthufiaftic hypocrites, who, under the name of a Republic, had reduced 
them to a cruel fubjeetion. 

THE Republicans being dethroned by Cromwel, were the party whofe refent
ment he had the greateft reafon to apprehend. That party, bdides the indepen
dants, contained two fets of men, who are feemingly of the moft oppofite prin
ciples, but who were then united by a fimilitude of genius and of charaCter. The· 
firft and moft numerous were the Millenarians or Fifty Monarchy men, who in· 
.fifted, that, dominion being founded in grace, all diftinetion of magiftracy muft 
be abolifhed, except what arofe from piety and holinefs ; who expeCted fuddenly 
the fecond coming of Chrift upon earth; and who pretended,. that the faints in 
the mean while, that is, tbemfelves, were alone entitled to govern. The fecond 
were the Deifts, who had no other objeCt than political liberty, who denied entirely 
the truth of revelation, and infinuated, that all the various feCts, fo heated againft 
each other, were alike founded in folly and in error. Men of fuch daring geniufes 
were not contented with the efl:ablifhed forms of civil government ; but 
challenged a degree of freedom beyond what they expeCted ever to enjoy under 
any Monarchy. Martin, Challoner, Harrington, Sidney, Wildman, Nevil, 
were efteemed the heads of this fmall divifion. 

THE Deifrs were perfeCtly hated by Cromwel, becaufe he bad no hold of en
thufiafm by which he could govern or over-reach them ; he therefore treated 

• Sec Milton's State Fapers. 
VoL. VI. H them 
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them with great rigor and difdain, and ufually denominated them the HeatbettJ. 
As the fv'Iillenarians had a great interefl: in the army, it was much more important: 
for him to gain their confidence.; a~d their frze of underfl:anding afforded him 
great facility in deceiving them. Of late years, it had been fo ufual a topic of 
converfation to difcourfe of Parliaments and Councils and Senates, and the fol
diers themfelves had been fo much accufromed to enter into t~at fpirit, that Cram
wei thought it requifite to eftablifh foniething which might bear the face of a 
Commonwealth. He fuppofed, that God, in his providence, hq.d thrown the 
whole right as well as power of government into his hands ; and without any 
more ceremony, by the advice of his council of officers, he fent fummons to a 
hundred and twenty eight perfons of different towns and counties of England, to 
five of Sco.tland, to fix of Ireland. He pretended, by his fole aB: 'and deed; to 
devolve upon thefe perfons the whole authority of the fl:ate. This iegiilative power 
they were to exercife during fifteen months ; and they were afterwards to choofe 
the fame number of perfons, who might fucceed them in that high and important 
o.ffice. 

THERE were great numbers :tt that time, always difpofed to. adhere to the power, 
which was uppermofr, and to fuppor.t the efrablifhed government. This maxim is 
not peculiar to the people of that age; but what J;Ilay be efteemed peculiar to them, 
is, that there prevailed an hypocritical phrafe for expre{ijng Co prudential a conduCt:: 
lt was called a waiting upon providence. When providence, therefore, was fo kind 
as to beftow on thefe perfons, now affembled together, the fupreme authority, 
they mull: have been very ungrateful, if, in their turn, they had been wanting in 
complaifance towards it. They immediately voted themfelves a Parliament; and 
having their own confent, as well as that of Oliver Cromwel, for their legiOative 
authority, they now proceeded very gravely to the exercife of it. 

IN this notable a1Tembly were fome perfons of the rank .of gentlemen ; but the 
far greateft part were low mechanics ; Fifth Monarchy men, Anabaptifts, Anti
nomians, Independants ; the very dregs of the fanatics. They began with feek
ing God by prayer. This office was performed by eight or ten gifted men of the 
affembly ; and with fo much fuccefs, that, according to the confeffion of ali') 
they had never before, in any of their devout exercifes, enjoyed fo much of the 
holy fpirit as was then communicated to. them. Their hearts were no doubt, dilated 
l"Jhen they confidered the high dignity, to which they fuppofed themfelves ex
alted. They had been told by Cromwel in his firft difcourfe, that he never 

looked! 
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looked to fee fuch a day, when Chrifl: ihould be fo owned * : They thought it 
therefore their duty to proceed to a thorough reformation, and to pave the way 
for the reign of the Redeemer, and for that great work, which, it was expetled, 
the Lord was to bring forth among them. All fanatics, being confecrated by 
their own fond imaginations, naturally bear an antipathy to the clergy, who claim 
a peculiar fanB:ity, derived merely from their office and prieftly character. This 
Parliament took into confideration the abolition of the clerical function, as favour
ing of popery ; and the taking away tythes, which they called a relict of J uda
ifm. Learning alfo and the univerfities they deemed heatheniih and unneceffary : 
The common law they denominated a badge of the conqueft and of Norman 
fiavery; and threatened the lawyers with a total abrogation of their profeffion. 
Some fteps were even taken towards an abolition of the chancery t, the higheft 
court of judicature in the kingdom; -and the Mofaical law was intended to be 
eftabliihed as the fole fyil:em of Englifh jurifprudence :j:. 

OF all the extraordinary fchemes, adopted by thefe legifiators, they had not 
leizure to finifh any, except that which eil:ablifhed the legal folemnization of 
marriage by the civil magiil:rate alone, without the interpofition of the clergy. 
They found themfelves expofed to the derifion of the public. Among the fana
tics of the houfe, there was a very atlive member, much noted for long prayers, 
fermons, and harangues. He was a leather-feller in London : His name Praije
god Barebo1te. This ridiculous name~ which feems to have been chofen by fome 
poet or a!legorifi: to fuit fo ridicul~us a perfonage, firuck the fancy of the peo-

H 2 pie; 

* Thefe are his expreffions. " Indeed, I have but one word more to fay to you, tho' in that per

" haps llhalllhow my weaknefs: It is by way of encouragement to you in this work; give me leave 

" to begin thus: I confefs I never looked to have feen fuch a day as this, it may be nor you neither, 

" when Jefus Chrifl: fhould be (o owned as he is at this day and in this work. Jefus Chril1: is owned 
" this day by your call, and you own him by your willingnefs to appear for him, and you manifell: 

" this (as fJ.r as poor creatures can do) to be a day of the power of Chcdl:. I know you well re
" member th:;~t fcripture, he makes his people willing in the doy of his po7.ver. God manifeib it to be 
" the day of the power of Chrift, having thro' fo much blood and fo much trial as has been upon 

" this nation, he makes this one of the greatefl: mercies, next to his own fon, to have his people 

'' called to the fupreme authority. God hath owned his fon, ar.d hath owned you, and hath made 
" you to own him. I confels, I never looked to have feen fuch a day": I did not." I fuppofe at this 

paflage he crie:.i : For he was very much given to weeping, and could at any time lhed abundance of 

tcaJ s. The reft of the fpeech may be fee.1 among l\1iltGn's State Papers, page I06. It is very curi,

OU', an::l full of the fame obfcurity, confufion, embarraifment and abCurdity, which appears in ali"i1olt 
all o:iver's procluctions. 

+ \\-hitelocke, p. 54-3, 54S. t Conference held at Whittohall. 
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pie; and tbry commonly affixed to this affembly the denomination of Barebone's 
Parliament *. 

THE Dutch ambaffadors endeavoured to enter into negotiation with this Parlia
ment ; but tho' proteftants and even prefbyterians, they met with a very bad 
reception from thofe who pretended to a fanct.ity fo much fuperior. The Hollanders 
were reguded as worldly minded men, intent only on commerce and induftry ; 
whom it was fitting the faints ihould fidt eradicate, ere they undertook that 
great work, to which they believed themfelves deftined by providence, of fubdu
ing Antichrift, the man of fin, and extending to the uttermoft bounds of the 
earth the kingdom of the Redeemer t. The ambaifadors, finding themfelves 
profcribed, not as enemies of England, bt.:t of Chrift, remained in aftonifhment, 
and knew not which was moil: to be admired, the implacable fpirit or egregious 
folly of thefe pretended faints. 

CROMWE L began to be afhamed of his IegiOature. If he ever had any other 
defign in fummoning fo prepofterous an affembly beyond amufing the populace and 
the army; he had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers ; and he had fo far 
fuceeeded as to make them defire any other governmeftt, which might fecure their 
profeffions, now brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics. Cromwel himfelf 
was diffatisfied, that the Parliament, tho' they had received all their authority from 
him, began to pretend power from the Lord t, and to infift already on their divine 
commiffion. He had carefully fummoned in his writs feveral perfons entirely de-

voted 

c~~< It was ufual for the pretended faints at that time to change their names from Henry, Edward, 
Anthony, William~ which they regarded as heathenifb, into others more fantl:ified and godly: Even 
the New Teftament names, James, Andrew, John, Peter, were not held in fuch regam as thofe bor
l'owed from the Old Teftament, Hezekiah, Habbakuk, Jolhua, Zerobabel. Sometimes, a whole 
godly fentence was adopted as a name. Here are the names of a jury faid to be enclofed in the 
'ounty of Suffex about that time. 

Accepted, Trevor of Norfbam. I Return, Spelman of Watling. 
Redeemed, Compton of Battle. Be Faithful, Joiner of Britling. 
Faint not, Hewit of Heathfield. Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame. 
Make peace, Heaton of Hare. I Fight the good Fight of Faith, White ofEmer. 
God Reward, Smart of Fivehurft. More Fruit, Fowler of Eaft Hadley. 
Stand faft on high, Stringer of Cowhurft. I Hope for, Bending of the fame. 
Earth, Adams of Warbleton. Graceful, Harding of Lewes~ 
Called, !.ower of the fdme. I Weep not, B11ling of the fame. 
Kill Sin, Pimple of Witham. Meek, Brewer of Okeham. 

See Brome's Travels into England,, p. 279· " Cromwel,'' fays an anonymous author of thofe times, 
---'"' hath beat up his drums clean thro' the Old Teftament. You may learn the genealogy of our Sa
"' viour by the names of his regiment. The mufter-mafter has no other lift, than the firft chapter of 
~· St. Matthew." 

t Thurloe, vo1. I. p. 273, 5-91. Alfo Stupbe, p. 9,1, 9z~ 
t Tharloe, vol. I. p. 393· 
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voted to him. By concert, thefe met early ; and it was mentioned by fome among Chap. rr. 
them, that the fitting of this Parliament any longer would be of no fervice to the 165 3· 

nation. They hafl.ened therefore, to Cromwel, along with Roufe, their fpeaker; 1zth of De

and by a formal deed or affignment, refigned back into his hands that fupreme au- cember. 

thority, which they had fo lately received from him. General Harrifon and about 
twenty more remained in the houfe; and that they might prevent the reign of the 
faints from coming to an untimely end, they placed one Moyer in the chair, and 
began to draw up protefts. They were foon interrupted by colonel White, with a 
party of foldiers. He afk.ed them what they did there? " We are feeking the 
" Lord," faid they. " Then you may go elfewhere," replied he: " For to 
" my certain knowledge, he has not been here thefe feveral years., 

THE military being now in appearance, as well as in reality, the fole power which. 
prevailed in the nation, Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy: For he feems 
not to have had any concerted plan in all thefe alterations. Lambert, his crea
ture, who, under the appearance of obfequioufnefs to him, indulged a moil un:
bounded ambition, propofed in a council of officers to adopt another fcheme of 
government, and to temper the liberty of a Commonwealth by the authority of a 
fingle perfon, who ihould be known by the appellation of Protector. Without Cromwel' 

delay, he prepared what was called the Inil:rumenc of Government, containing ~:.de Pr.otec

the plan of this new legiflature ; and as it was fuppofed to be agreeable to the ge-
neral, it was immediately voted by the council of officers. Cromwel was de-
clared Protector ; and with great folemnity inftalled in that high office. 

So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit of legiflation, that they con
feffed or rather boafted, that they had employed only four days in drawing this 
inftrument, by which the whole government of the three kingdoms, was pretend
ed to be regulated and adjufted, for all fucceeding generations. There appears no 
difficulty in believing them ; when it is confidered how crude and undigefted a 
fyftem of civil polity they endeavoured to efl:ablifh. The chief articles of the 
Inftrument are thefe: A council was appointed, which was not to exceed twenty 
one, nor be lefs tnan thirteen perfons. Thefe were to enjoy their office during life 
or good behaviour; and in cafe of a vacancy, the remaining members named three,. 
of whom the Protector chafe one. The Protector was appointed the fupreme ma
giftrate of the Commonwealth : In his name was all juftice adminiftered ; from 
him were all magifl:racy and all honours derived ;. he had the power of pardoning 
all crimes, excepting murder and treafon ; to him the benefit of all forfeitures de
volved. The right of peace, war, and alliance, refted in him ; but in thefe parti· 
culars he was to aC:\ entirely by the advice and with the confent of his council:~ 

The: 
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The power of the fword was vefted in the ProteCtor, jointly with the Parlia
ment, while it was fitting, or with the council of ftate in the intervals. He was 
obliged to fummon a Parliament every three years, and allow them to fit five 
months, without adjournment, prorogation, or difi'olution. The bills, which 
they enacted, were to be prefented to the ProteCtor for his confent ; but if within 
twenty clays, it was not obtained, they were to pafs into Jaws by the authority 
alone of the Parliament. A ftanding army for Britain and Ireland was eftablifhed, 
of 2o,ooo foot and Io,ooo horfe; and funds were affigned for their fupporr. 
Thefe were not to be diminifhed without confent of the ProteCtor ; and in this 
article alone he afi'umed a negative. During the intervals of Parliament, the Pro
tector and council had the power of enacting laws, which were valid till the firft 
meeting of Parliament. The chancellor, treafurer, admiral, chief governors of 
Ireland and Scotland, and the chief juftices of both the benches muft be chofen 
with the approbation of Parliament; and in the intervals, with the approbation of 
the council, to be afterwards ratified by Parliament. The Protector enjoyed his 
office during life ; and on his death, the place was immediately to be fupplied 
by the council. This was the inftrument of government enaCted by the council 

of officers, and folemnly fworn to by Oliver Cromwel. The council ·of ftate 
named by the Inftrument were fifteen ; men entirely devoted to the Protector, 
and not likely, by reafon of the oppofrtion among themfelves in party and princi
ples, ever to combine againft him. 

CROMWEL faid, that he accepted the dignity of Protector, merely that he might 
exert the duty of a conftable, and preferve peace in the nation. Affairs indeed 
were brought to that pafs, by the furious animofities of the feveral factions, that 
the extenfive authority and even arbitrary power of fome firft magiftrate was 
become a neceffary evil, in order to keep the people from relapfing into blood 
and confufion. The lndependants were too fmall a party ever to eftablifh a popu
lar government, or entruft the nation, where they had fo little intereft, with the free 
choice ofits own reprefentatives. The Preibyterians had adopted the violent max
ims of perfecution ; incompatible at· all times with the peace of fociety, much 
more with the wild zeal of thofe numerous feCl:s, which prevailed among the 
people. The Royalifts were fo much enraged by the injuries, which they had fuf
fered, that the other prevailing parties would never fubmit to them, who, they 
knew, were enabled, merely by the execution of the antient laws, to take fuch fe
vere revenge upon them. Had Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this tem
porary ufurpation, the plea of neceffity and public good, which he alleged, might 
be allowed, in every view, a very reafonable excufe for his conduct. 

I DuRING 
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DuR 1 NG the variety of ridiculous and diftraCted. fcenes, which the civil govern- Chap. It 

rnent prefented in England, the military force was exerted with the utmoft vigor, 16
53· 

conduCt, and unanimity ; antl never did the kingdom appear more formidable to 
all foreign nations. The Englifh fleet, confifting of an hundred fail, and com-

manded by Monk and Dean, and under them by Pen and Laufon, met, near the 
coaft of Flanders, with the Dutch fleet, equally numerous, and commanded by 3d of June. 

Tromp. The two republics were not inflamed by any national antipathy, and · 

their interelts very little interfered : Yet few battles have been fought with more 
fierce and obftinate courage than were thofe many naval combats, which occurred 

during this fhort, but violent war. The defire of remaining fole lords of the ocean 

animated thefe ftates to an honourable emulation againft each other. After a bat-

tle of two days, in the firft of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, inferior in the 
fize of their !hips, were obliged, with great lofs, to retire into their harbours. 
Blake, towards the end of the fight, joined his countrymen with 18 fail. The 
Englifh fleet lay off the coaft of Holland, and totally interrupted the c-Gmmerce 
of that republic. 

THE ambaffadors, whom the Dutch had fent into England, gave them hopes of 
peace. But as they could obtain no ceffation of hoftilities, the ftates, unwilling to 
fuffer any longer the lofs and difgrace of being blockaded by their enemy~ made the 
utmoft efforts to recover their injured honour. Never on any occafion did the power
and vigor of that ftate appear in a more confpicuous light. In a few weeks,. 
they had repaired and manned their fleet; and they equipped fame fnips of a larger 
iize, than any which they had hitherto fee to fea. Tromp iJTued out, determined 

again to fight the vic1ors, and to die rather than to yield the conteft. He met with 

the enemy, commanded by Monk; and both fides immediately rufhed into the 
. I 

combat. Tromp gallantly animating his men, wi:h his fword drawn, was fhot 
thro~ the heart with a mufquet ball. This event alone decided the battle in favour zgth of Jul;ro. 

()f the Engli!h. Tho' nec~r thirty !hips of the Dutch were funk and taken, they 
little regarded this lofs compared with that of their brave admiral. 

MEANWHILE the negotiations of peace were continually advancing. The 
ftates, overwhelmed with the expences of the war, terrified by their loJTes, and 

mortified by their defeats, were infinitely defirous of an accommodation with an' 

enemy whom they found, by experience, to be too powerful for them. The· 
King having !hown a defire to ferve on board their fleet ; tho' they expreffed their 

fenfe of the honour intended them, they decli-ned an offer, which migh L enflame the 

quarrel with the Engliih Commonwealth. The great obftacle to the peace was 
found not to be any animoGty in the Englifh : but on the contrary, a defire too, 

earneft of union and confederacy. Cromwel had revived the chimerical fcheme of a 
coalition 
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coalition with the United Provinces; a total conjunction of government, privileges, 
interefl:s, and counctls. This project appeared fo wild to the States General, that 
they wondered any man of fenfe could ever en~ertain it; and they refufed to enter 
into conferences with regard to a propofal, which could ferve only to delay any 
practicable fcheme of accommodation. The peace was at lafl: figned by Cromwel, 
now invefted with the dignity of Protector;. and it proves fufficiently, that the war 

had been very impolitic, fince after the mofr fignal viecories, no terms more ad
vantageous could be obtained. A defenfive league was made between the two 
republics. They agreed, each of them, to banifh the enemies of the other; thofe 
concerned in the maffacre of Amboyna were to be punifhed, if any remained alive; 
the honour of the flag was yielded to the Englifh; eighty five thoufand pounds 
were ftipulated to be paid by the Dutch Eafr India company for loffes, which the 
Englifh company had fuftained ; and the ifland of Polerone in the Eafl: Indies was 
promifed to be yielded to the latter. 

CROMWEL, jealous of the connexions between the royal family and that of 
Orange, infifted on a feparate article; that neither the young Prince nor any of 
his family fuould ever be invefl:ed with the dignity ofStadholder. The province 
of Holland, firongly prejudiced againfl: that office, which they efl:eemed dangerous 
to liberty, fecretly ratified this article. The Protector, knowing that the other 

provinces would never be induced to make fuch a conceffion, was fatisfied with 
that fecurity. 

THE Dutch war, being fuccefsful, and the peace reafonable, brought credit to 
Cromwel's adminiftration. An act of jufl:ice, which he exercifed at home, gave 
Iikewife fatisfaction to the people ; tho' the regularity of it may perhaps appear 
fomewhat doubtful. Don Pantaleon Sa, brother to the Porruguefe ambaffador, and 
joined with him in the fame commiffion *:-, fancying himfelf infulted in London, 
came into the Exchange, armed and attended with feveral fervants. By miftake, 
he fell upon a gentleman, whom he took for the perfon that had given him the 
offence, and having butchered him with many wounds, he and all his accomplices 
took fhelter in the houfe of the Portuguefe ambalfador, who had connived at this 
bafe enterprize t. The populace furrounded the houfe, and threatened to fet it on fire. 
Cromwel fent a guard, who feized all the criminals. They were brought to trial : 
And notwithftanding the oppofition of the ambaffador, who pleaded the privilege of 
his office, Don Pantaleon was executed on Tower-hill. The laws of nations were here 
plainly violated: But the crime committed by the Portuguefe gentleman was to 
the !aft degree atrocious ; and the vigorous chafl:ifement of it, fuiting fo well the 
undaunted character of Cromwel, was univerfally approved at home and admired 

* Thurloe, Vol. II. p. ~t-z9· t Id. Vol. I. p. 616. 
among 
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among foreign nations. The fituation of Portugal obliged that court to acquiefce ; Chap. II. 

and the ambaffador foon after figned with the Protector a treaty of peace and alli· 1654· 

ance, which was very advantageous to the Englilh commerce. 
ANoTHER act of feverity, but n~ceffary in his fituation, was, at the very fame 

time, exercifed by the Protector, in the capital punifhment of Gerard and Vowel, 
two Royalifts, who were accufed of confpiring againft his life. He had erected 
a high court of juftice for their trial ; an infringement of the antient laws, which 
at this time was become familiar, but one to which no cuftom or precedent could 
reconcile the nation. Juries were found altogether unmanageable. The reft
lefs Lilburn, for new offences, had been brought to a new trial; and had been ac~ 
quitted with new triumph and exultation. If no other methoq of convitl:ion had 
been devifed during this illegal and unpopular government, all its enemies were 
affured of entire impunity. 

THE Protector had occafion to obferve the prejudices, entertained againft his 3d Septemb~r. 

b h d. r: r.. • f h p 1· h' h h fi d h A new Parha~ government, y t e HpOtlt!On o t e df rament, w rc e ummone on t e ment. 

third of September, that day of the year, on which he gained his two great vic· 
tories of Dunbar and Worcefter, an.d which he always regarded as fortunate for 
him. It muft be confeffed, that, if we are left to gather Cromwel's intention's 
from his inftrument of government, it is fuch a motley piece, that we cannot 
eafily conjecture, whether he ferioufiy meant to eftablifh a tyranny or a republic. 
On the one hand, a firft magiftrate, in fo extenfive a government, feemed requi~ 
fite both for the dignity and tranquillity ofthe ftate; and the authority, which he 
affumed as ProteCtor, was, in fame refpetls, inferior to the prerogatives) whi:h 
the laws entrufted and ftill entruft to the King. On the other hand, the legifiative 
power, which he referved to himfelf and council, together with fo great an army, 
independant of the parliament, were bad prognoftics of his intention to fubrnit to 
a civil and legal conftitution. But if this was not his intention, the method, in 
which he diftributed and conducted the elections, being fo favourable to liberty, 
form an inconfiftency which is not eafily accounted for. He deprived of their 
right of election all the fmall burroughs, places much expofed to influence and 
corruption. Of 4co members, which reprefented England, 270 werechofen by the 
counties. The reft were eleeted by London and the more confiderable corpora
tions. The lower populace too, fo eafil y guided or deceived, were excluded from 
the elections: An eftate of zoo pounds value was requifite to entitle any one to a • 
vote. The eletlions ,of this Parliament were conducted with perfect freedom ; and, 
excepting that fuch of the Royalifts as had borne arms againlt the Parliament and 
all their fans were excluded, a more fair reprefentation of the people could not be 
defired nor expected. Thirty members were returned from Scotland ; as many 
from Ireland. 

VoL. VI. I THE 
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THE ProteCtor feems to have been difappointed, when he found, that ali thefe 
precautions, which were probably nothing but covers to his ambition, had not pro
cured him the confidence of the public. Tho' Cromwel's adminiftration was lefs 
odious to every party than that of any other party, yet was it entirely C\cceptable to 
none of them. · The Royalifl:s had been infrruEl:ed by the King to remain quiet, 
and to cover themfelves under the appearance of Republicans; and they found in 
this latter faction fuch inveterate hatred againft the Protector, that they could not 
wifh for more zealous adverfaries to his authority. It was maintained by them, 
that the pretence of liberty and popular election was but a new artifice of this grand 
deceiver, in order to lay afleep the deluded nation, and give himfelf 1eizure to rivet 
their chains more fecurely upon them : That in the inftrument of government he 
openly declared his intention of fl:ill retaining the fame mercenary army, by whofe 
affi(tance he had fubdued the antienr, eftabli!hed government, and who would with 
lefs fcruple obey him, in overturning, whenever he fhould pleafe to order them, that 
new fyftem, which he himfelf had been pleafed to model : That being fenfible of 
the danger and uncertainty of all military government, he endeavoured to intermix 
fame appearance, and but an appearance, of civil adminifl:ration, and to ballance 
the army by a feeming confent of the people : That the abfurd trial, which he had 
made of a Parliament, elected by himfelf, appointed perpetually to elect their fuc
ceifors, plainly proved, that he aimed at nothing but temporary expedients, was 
totally averfe to a free republican government, and poifeifed not that mature and 
deliberate reflection, which could qualify him to act the part of a 1egif1ator : That 
his imperious charaCter, which had betrayed itfelf in fo many incidents, would 
never ferioufly fubmit to legal limitations ; n~r would the very image of popular 
government be longer upheld than while it was conformable to his arbitrary will 
and pleafure : And that the beft policy was to oblige him to take off the mafk at 
once; and either fubmit entirely to that Parliament which he had fummoned, or, 
by totally rejecting its authority, leaving himfelf no refource but his feditious and 
enthuGaftic army. 

IN profecution of thefe views, the Parliament, having heard the Protector's 
fpeech three hours long *, and having chofen Lenthal for their fpeaker, imme
diately entered into a difcuffion of the pretended inftrument of government, and of 
that authority, which Cromwel, under the title of ProteCtor, had affi1med over the 
nation. The greateft liberty was ufed in arraigning this new dignity ; and even the 
perfonal character and conduCt of Cromwel efcaped not altogether without cenfure. 
The utmoft, which could be obtained by the officers and by the court party, for fo 
they were called, was, to protraCt the debate, by arguments and long fpeeches, and 

* Thurloe, vol. ii. p. ,;:88. 
prevent 
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prevent the decifion of a quefl:ion, which, they were fenfible, would be .carritd Chap. rr. 
againft them by a great majority. The ProteCtor, furprifed and enraged at this 1 65-~· 
refraCtory fpirit in the Parliament, which however he had fo much reafon to expeCt, 
fent for them to the Painted Chamber, and with an air of great authority inveighed 
againft their conduct. He told them, that nothing could be more abfurd than 
for them to difpute his title ; fince the fame inftrument of government, which 
made them a Parliament, had invefted him with the ProteB:orihip ; that fame 
points in the new conftitution were fuppoled to be fundamentals, and were not, 
on any pretence, to be altered or difputed ; that among thefe were the govern-
ment of the nation by one perfon and a Parliament, their joint authority over the 
army and militia, the fucceffion of new Parliaments, and liberty of confcience ; 
and that, with regard to thefe particulars, there was referved to him a negative 
voice, to which, in the other circumftances of government, he confdfed himfelf 
nowife intitled. 

THE Protetl:or now found himfelf neceffitated to exact a fecurity, which, had Iie 
forefeen the fpirit of the houfe, he would with much better grace have required at 
their firft meeting *. · He obliged the members to fign a recognition of his autho-
rity, and an engagement not to propofe or confent to any alteration of the govern-
ment, as it was fettled in one fingle perfon and a Parliament ; and he placed 
guards at the door of the houfe, who allowed none but fubfcribers to enter. Moft 
of the members, after fome hefitation, fubmitted to this condition ; but retained ~he 
fame refractory fpirit, which they had difcovered in their firft debates. The in
ftrument of government was taken in pieces, and examined, one article after ano-
ther, with the moft fcrupulous accuracy: Very free topics were advanced with the 
general approbation of the houfe: And during the whole wurfe of their tranfac-
tions, they neither fent up one law to the ProteCtor, nor took any noti~e of him. 
Being informed, that confpiracies were entered into between the members and 
fome malecontent officers of the army ; he haftened to a diffolution of fo danger~ 
ous an affembly. By the inftrument of governmenr, to which he had fworn, no 
Parliament could be diffolved, till it had fate five months; but Cromwel pretend-
ed, that a month contained only twenty-eight days, according to the method of 
computation pratlifed in paying the fleet and army. The full time, therefore, ac- d16fc;s

5
• 

zz o a. 
cording to this reckoning, being elapfed; the Parliament was ordered to attend nuary. 

the Protetl:or, where he made them a tedious, confufed, angry harangue, and 
difmiffed them. Were we to judge of Cromwel's capacity by this, and in-
deed by all his other compofitions, we fhould be apt to entertain no very fa
voura!:>le idea of it. But in the great variety of human geniufes, there are fome, 

* Thurloe, vol. ii. p. 6zo, 

I 2 which, 
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Ch IT which, tho' they fee their obietl: clearly and dil1:intl:iy in general ; yet, when they .ap. . J 

1655· come to unfold its parts by difcourfe or writing, !ole that luminous conception, 
which they had before attained. All accounts agree in afcribing to Cromwel a 
tirefome, dark, unintelligible elocution, even when he had no intention to difguife 
his meaning: Yet no man's actions were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult inci· 
dents, more decifive and judicious. 

THE electing a difcontented Parliament is a fure proof of a difcontented nation : 
The angry and abrupt diffolution of that Parliament is fure always to encreafe the 
general difcontent. The members of this affembly, returning to their counties, 
propagated that fpirit of mutiny, which they had exerted in the houfe. Sir Harry 
Vane and the old Republicans, who maintained the indHfoluble authority of the 
long Parliament, encouraged the murmurs againft the prefent ufqrpation~; tho' they. 
aCted fo cautiouOy as to give the ProteCtor no handle againft them. Wildman and 
fome others of that party carried flill farther their confpiracies againft the Protec
tor's authority. The Royalill:s, obferving this general ill will towards the efia
blifurnent, could no longer be retained in fubjection; but fancied, that every one, 
who was diffatisfied Jike them, had alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations. 
They did not confider, that all the old parliamentary party, tho' many of them 
were difpleafed with Cromwel, who had difpoffeffed them of their power, were frill 
more apprehenfive of any fuccefs to the royal caufe; whence, befides a certain pro
fp~Cl: of the fame inconvenience, they had fo much reafon to dread the fevereft 
vengeance for their paft tranfgreffions. 

IN concert with the King a confpiracy was entered into by- the Royalill:s through-
Infurretlion E 1 d d d f 1 . fi . d I fi . f h' d fi of the Roya- out ng an , an a ay o genera n mg appomte . n ormation o t IS e 1gn was. 
lifts. conveyed to Cromwel. The Protector's adminiftration was extremely vigilant .. 

,Jtn of 
~arch.. 

Thurloe, his fecretary, bad fpies every where.. Manning, who had accefs to the 
King's family, kept a regular correfpondence with him. And it was not difficult 
to obtain intelligence of a confederacy., fo. generally diffufed among a party, who-. 
valued themfelves more on zeal and courage, than on fecrecy and fobriety. Many 
of the Royalifts were thrown into prifon. Others, on the approach of the day, were· 
terrified with the danger of the undertaking, and remained at home. In one place 
alone the confpiracy broke out iato aCtion. Penruddoc, Groves, Jones, and other 
gentlemen of the weft, en~ered Saliibury with about 2.00 horfe ; at the very time 
when the fheriff and judges were holding the affizes. Thefe they made prifoners;: 
and they proclaimed the king. Contrary to their expeCtations, they received no. 
acceffion of force; fo prevalent was the terror of the ell:ablifhed government. 
Having in vain wandered about for fome time, they were totally difcouraged; and 
one troop of horfe was able at I aft to fupprefs them. 1 he leaders of the confpiracy" 

3 being 
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being taken prifoners, were capitally punifhed. 
and tranfported to Barbadoes. 

The reft were fold for fiaves, Chap. n. 
1655· 

THE eafy fubduing this infurrection, which, by the boldnefs of the undertaking, 
il:ruck at firll: an infinite terror into the nation, was a fingular felicity to the Pro
tector, who could not, without danger, have brought together any confiderable 
body of his mutinous army, in order to fupprefs it. The very infurrection itfelf 
he regarded as a fortunate event ; fince it proved the reality of thofe confpiracies, 
which his enemies, on every occafion, reprefented as mere fictions, invented to 
colour his jealous feverities. He refolved to keep no longer any terms with the 
Royalifts, who, tho' they were not perhaps the moil: implacable of his enemies, 
were thofe whom he could opprefs under the moil: plaufible pretences, and who 
met with leaft countenance and protection from his adherents. He iffued an edict, 
with the confent of his counciJ, for exacting the tenth penny from that whole 
party ; in order, as he pretended, to make them pay the e:xpences, to which their 
mutinous difpofition continually expofed the public. Without regard to compo
fitions, articles of capitulation, or aCts of indemnity, all the Royalifis, however 
haraffed with former expences and oppreffions, were obliged anew to redeem them
felves by great fums of money ; and many of them were reduced by thefe multi
plied difafters to extreme poverty. Whoever was known to be difaffeCl:ed, or even 
lay under any fufpicion, tho' no guilt could be proved againft him, was expofed 
to this exaction. 

IN order to raife an impofition, fo oppreffive and iniquitous, the Protector infti
tuted ten * major· generals; and divided the whole kingdom of England into fo 
many military jurifdiB:ions. Thefe men, affifted by commiffioners, had power to 
fubject whom they pleafed to decimation, to levy all the taxes impofed by the Pro
teCtor and his council, and to imprifon any perfon who ihould be expofed co their 
jealoufy or fufpicion; nor was there any appeal from them but to the Protector 
himfelf and his council. Under colour of thefe powers, which were fufficiently ex
orbitant, the rna jor-generals exercifed an authority frill more arbitrary, and acted 
as if abfolute maflers of the property and perfon of every fubjetl:. All reafonable 
men now concluded, that the very mc~fk of liberty was thrown afide, and that 
the nation was fQr ever fubjected to military and defpotic government, exercifed 
not in the l€gal manner of European nations, but according to the maxims of 
eaftern tyranny. Not only the fupreme magiftrate owed his authority to illegal 
force and ufurpation : He had parcelled out the people into fo many fubdivifions 

* Thurloe, vol. iv. p. 88. Moft hiftorians fay, that the major-generals were eleven: Dugdale and 
Bates fourteen. 
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Chap. II. of i1avery, and had delegated to his inferior minifters the fame unlimited autho-
16jc;. rity, which he himfelf had fo violently aifumed. 

A GOVERNMENT, totally military and defpotic, is fure, after fame time, to fall 
into impotence and languor: But when it immediately fucceeds a legal conftitu
tion, it may, at firil, to foreign nations appear very vigorous and atlive, and ex
ert with more unanimity that power, fpirit, and riches, which had been acquired 
under a better form of government. It feems now proper, after fo Jgng an inter-

State of Eu. val, to look abroad to the general ftate of Europe, and to confider the meafures, 
rope. which England, at this time, embraced in its negotiations with the neighbouring 

princes. The moderate temper and unwarlike genius of the two laft princes, the 
extreme difficulties under which they laboured at home, and the great fecurity 
which they enjoyed from foreign enemies, had rendered them very negligent of 
the tranfactions of the continent ; and England, during their reigns, had been in 
a manner overlooked in the general fyftem of Europe. The bold and reftlefs ge
nius of the ProteCtor led him to extend his alliances and enterprizes to every cor· 
ner of Chriftendom ; and partly from the afcendant of his magnanimous fpirit, 
partly from the fituation of foreign kingdoms, the weight of England, even un
der its moil: legal and braveft princes, was never more fenfibly felt than during this 
unjuft and violent ufurpation. 

A wAR of thirty years, the mofl iignal and moft deftruttive which had appeared 
in modern annals, was at laft finilhed in Germany* ; and by the treaty ofWeftpha. 
lia, were compofed thofe fatal quarrels, which had been excited by the Palatine's 
precipitant acceptance of the crown of Bohemia. The young Palatine was re
fiored to a part of his dignities and of his dominions : The rights, privileges, 
and authority of the feveral members of the Germanic body were fixed and af
certained: Sovereign Princes and free States were in fome degree reduced to obe
dience under laws: And by the valour of the heroic Guftavus, the enterprizes of 
the aetive Richelieu, the intrigues of the artful Mazarine, was in part effeCtuated, 
after an infinite expence of blood and treafure, what had been expected and de
manded from the feeble efforts of the pacific James, feconded by the fcanty fup· 
plies of his jealous Parliaments. 

SwEDEN, which had acquired by conqueft very large dominions in the north of 
Germany, was engaged in enterprizes, which promifed her, from her fuccefs and 
valour, fl:ill more extenlive acquifitions on the fide both of Poland and of Denmark. 
Charles the tenth, who had mounted the throne of that Kingdom after the volun-o 
tary refignation of Chriftina, being fiimulated by the fame of the great Guftavus as 
well as by his own martial difpofition, carried his conquering arms to the fouth of 

* In 1648. 
the 
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the Baltic, and gained the celebrated viCtory of Warfaw, which had been obfti- Chap. II. 

nately contefted during the fpace of three days. The ProteCtor, at the time his 1655· 
alliance was courted by every power in Europe, anxiouO.y courted the alliance 
of Sweden; and he was fond of forming a confederacy with a proteftant power 
of fuch renown, even though it threatened the whole north with conqueft and 
fubjeCI:ion. 

THE tranfaClions of the Parliament and ProteCtor with France had been various 
and complicated. The emiffaries of Richelieu had furni!hed fuel to the flame 
of rebellion, when it firfi: broke out in Scotland ; but after the conflagration had 
diffufed itfelf, the French court, obferving the materials to be of themfelves fuf
ficiently combuflible, found it unneceffary any longer to animate the Bririlh male
contents to an oppofition of their fovereign. On the contrary, they offered their 
mediation for compofing thefe inteftine diforders ; and their ambaffadors, from 
decency, pretended to aCt in concert with the court of England, and to receive 
direClions from a prince, with whom their mafter was conneCted by fo near an af
finity. Mean while, Richelieu died, and foon after him, the French King, Louis 
the thirteenth; leaving his fon an infant four years old, and his widow, Anne of 
Auftria, regent of the kingdom. Cardinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the 
rniniftry ; and the fame general plan of adminiftration, tho' by men of fuch op
pofite charaCters, was frill continued in the French councils. The eftabli!hment 
of royal authority, the reduCtion of the Auftrian family, were purfued with ardor 
and fuccefs; and every year brought an acceffion of force and grandeur to the 
French monarchy. Not only battles were gained, towns and fortreffes taken; 
the genius too of the nation feemed gradually to improve, and to compofe itfelf 
to the fpirit of dutiful obedience and of freddy enterprize. A Conde, a Turenne 
were formed ; and the troops animated by their valour, and guided by their 
difcipline, acquired every day a greater afcendant over the Spaniards. All of a 
fudden, from fame intrigues of the court, and fame difcontents in the courts of 
judicature, i:1teftine commotions were excited, and every thing relapfed into con
fufion. But thefe rebellions of the French, neither eonobled by the fpirit of 
1i berry, nor difgraced by the fanatical extravagancies, which diftinguifhed the 
Britifh civil wars, were conduCted with little bloodfhed, and made but fmall 
impreffion on the minds of the people. Tho' feconded by the force of Spain, 
and condufred by the heroic Conde, the malecontents, in a little time! were 
either expelled or fubdued ; and the French monarchy, having loft a few of 
its conquefts, returned again, with frelh vigor, to the acquifition of new do· 
minion. 

THE 
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THE Queen of England and Iter fon, Charles, during thefe commotions, paired 
moil of their time at Paris ; and notwithflanding their near connexion of blood, 
received but few civilities, and ftilllefs fupport, from the French court. Had the 
~een regent been ever fo much inclined to affift the Englifh Prince, the diforders 
of her own affairs, for a long time, would have rendered fuch intentions abfolutely 
impracticable. The banilhed OEeen had a moderate penfion affigned her; but 
it was fo ill paid, and her credit ran fo low, that, one morning, when the Car
dinal de Retz waited on her, fhe informed him, that her daughter, the Princefs 
Henrietta, was obliged to lie abed, for want of a fire to warm her. To fuch a 
condition was reduced, in the midft of Paris, a OEeen of England, and daughter 
of Henry the fourth of France ! 

THE Englifh Parliament, however, having affumed the fovereignty of the 
State, refented the countenance, cold as it was, which the French court gave to 
the unfortunate Monarch. On pretence of injuries, of which the Englifh mer
chants complained, they iffued letters of reprizal upon the French; and Blake 
went fo far as to attack and feize a whole fquadron of fhips, which were carrying 
fupplies to Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the Spaniards. That town, difap
pointed of thefe fupplies, fell into the enemies hands. The court of France foon 
found it requifite to change their meafures. They treated Charles with fuch af
fected indifference, that he thought it more decent to withdraw, and to fave him
felf the fhame of being defired to leave the kingdom. He went firft to Spaw, 
thence he retired to Cologne; where he lived two years, on a fmall penfion, 
about 6ooo pounds a year, paid him by the French Monarch, and on fome con
tributions fent him by his friends in England. In the management of his family, 
he difcovered a difpofition to order and oeconomy ; and his temper, cheerful, 
carelefs, and fociable, was more than a fufficient compenfation for that empire, 
of which his enemies had bereaved him. Sir Edward Hyde, created lord chan
cellor, and the Marquefs of Ormond, were his chief friends and confidents. 

IF the French miniftry had thought it prudent to bend under the Englilh Par. 
liament, they deemed it frill more neceffary to pay deference to the Protector, 
when he affumed the reins of government. Cardinal Mazarine, by whom all the 
French councils were directed, was artful and vigilant, fupple and patient, fal:e 
and intriguing ; defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, and plJC· 
ing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his meafures than in the fplendor 
and magnanimity of the means which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious 
character, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, acquired an afcendant 
over this man; and each propofal made by the Protector, however unreafonable 

in 
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. in itfelf and urged with whatever infolence, met with a ready compliance from 
the politic and timid cardinal. Bourdeaux was fent over to England as minifl:er ; 
and every circumfl:ance of refpeC1: was paid to the daring ufurper, who had em
brued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a prince fo nearly related to the 
crown of France. With indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conducl: this ne-

.. gotiation, which Cromwel feemed entirely to negleCt ; and tho' privateers with 
Englifh commiffions, committed daily ·ravages on the French commerce, Ma

, zarine was contented, in hopes of a fot·tunate iffue, ftill to fubmit to thefe indig

nities *. 
THE court ofSpain, lefs connected with the unfortunate royal family, and re

duced to greater diftrefs than the French monarchy, had been ftill more forward 
in their advances to the profperous Parliament and Protector. Don Alonzo de 
Cardenas, the Spani!h envoy, was the firft public minifter, who recognized the 
authority of the new Republic.; and in return of this civility, Afcham was fent 
envoy"into Spain by the Parliament. 'No fooner had this minifter arrived in lVIa
drid, than fome of the· baniihed Royalifl:s, inflamed by that inveterate hatred, 
which animated theEnglifh factions, broke into his chamber, and murdered him 
together with his Tecretary. Immediately, they took fantl:uary in the churches; 
and affifted by the general favour, which every where attended the royal caufe, 
were enabled, moft of them, to make their efcape. Only one of the crimi
nals fuffered death ; and the parliament feemed to refl:: contented with this atone~ 
rnent. 

SPAIN, at this time, affailed e-very where by vigorous enemies from without, 
and labo.urigg under many internal diforders, retained nothing of her former 

_grandeur, except the haughty pride of her councils, and the hatred and jealoufy 
of all her neighbours. Portugal had revolted, and efl:ablifhed its ~1onarchy 
in the houfe of Braganza: Catalonia, complaining of violated privileges, had 
delivered itfelf over to France: Naples was fhook with popular convulfions: The 
Low Countries were invaded with fuperior forces, and feemed ready to change their 
rnafter: The Spanith infantry, antiently fo formidable, had been annihilated by 
Conde in the fields of Rocroy : And tho' the fame Prince, banifued France, fuf
tained, by his aCtivity and valour, the falling fortunes of Spain, he could only 
hope to protract, not prevent, the ruin, with which that monar€hy was vifibly 

· threatned. 

* Thurloe, Vol. iii. p. 1037 619, 651· In tbe trGa7, wh:ch was figned a'ter long ;nego-tiation, / 
.the ProteCtor's name was infcrted before t~.e King's in tha: copy 1;hich remained in England. Thur~ 
loe, Vol. vi. p. 116. See farther, Vol. vii. p. 178. 
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HAD Cromwel underftood and regarded the interefts of his country,_ he would 
have fupported the declining condition of Spain againft the dangerous ambition of 
France, and preferved that ballance of power, on which the greatnefs and fecurity 
of England fo much depends. Had he fiudied only his own interefts, he would 
have maintained an exact neutrality between thofe two great monarchies ; nor 
would he ever have hazarded his ill acquired and unfettled power, by provoking 
foreign enemies, who might lend affiftance to domeftic faction, and overturn his 
tottering throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger : His aCtive difpo
fition and avidity of extenfive glory, made him incapable of repofe: And as the 
policy of men is continually warped by their temper, no fooner was peace made 
with Holland, than he began to deliberate what new enemy he fhould invade with 
his viCtorious arms. 

THE extenfive dominion and yet extreme weaknefs of Spain in the Weft Indies ; 
the vigorous courage and great naval power of England ;. were circumftances 
which, when compared, excited the ambition of the en'terprizing ProteCtor, and 
made him hope~ that he might, by fome gainful conqueft, render for ever illuf
trious that dominion, which he had affumed over his country. Should he fail of. 
thefe durable acquifitions, the Indian treafures, which muft every year crofs the 
ocean to reach Spain,. were, he thought, a fure prey to the Englilh navy, and 
would fupport his military force, without laying new burthens on the difcontented 
people. From France a vig.orous reGftance muft be expeCted : No plunder, no 
conqueft could be hoped for. The progrefs of his arms, even if attended with 
fuccefs, muft there be now and gradual ; and the advantages acquired, however 
real, would be lefs £hiking to the ignorant multitude, whom it was his intereft to 
allure. The royal family, fo clofely conneCted with the French Monarch, might 
receive great affiftance from that neighbouring kingdom; and an army of French 
Proteftants, landed in England, would be able, he dreaded, to unite the moft 
oppofite faCtions againft the prefent ufurpation *. 

THESE motives of policy were probably feconded by his bigotted prejudi.
ces; as no human mind ever contained fo ftrange a mixture of fagacity and ab
furdity as that of this extraordinary perfonage. The Swediili alliance, though 
much contrary to the interefts of England, he had contraCted merely from his zeal, 
for Protellantifm t ;. and Sweden being clofely conneCted with France, he could 

* See the account of the negociations wirh France and Spain by Thurloe, Vol. i. p. 759·· 

t He propofed to Sweden a general league and confederacy of all the Protefiants. Whirlocke, 
p. 6zo. Thurloe,. Vol. vii. p. 1. In order to judge of the maxims, by which he conduCted 1m 
fDreign politics, fee farther Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 295, 343, 443· VoL vii. p. 174, 

not 
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'not hope to maintain that confederacy, in which he fo much prided himfelf, !hould 
a rupture enfue between England and this latter kingdom *. The Hugonots, he 
expected, would meet with better treatment, while he engaged in a clofe union 
with their fovereign t. And as the Spaniards were much more Papifts than the 
French, were much more expofed to the old puritanical hatred :j:, and had even 
erected the bloody tribunal of the inquifition, whofe rigors they had refufed to mi
tigate, on Cromwel's follici.tation § ; he hoped that a holy and meritorious war 
with fuch idolaters could not fail of protection from heaven IJ. A preacher like
wife, infpired, as was fuppofed, by a prophetic fpirit, bid him go and proJPer ; 
calling him a flone cut out of the mountains without hands, that fhould break the pride 
of the Spaniard, cru./h Antichrifl, and make way for the purity of the Gofpel over the 
whole world t. 

AcTUATED equally by thofe bigotted, thofe ambitious, and thofe interefted 
motives, the Protector equipped two confiderable fquadrons ; and while he was 
making thefe preparations, all the neighbouring nations, ignorant of his inten
tions, remained in fufpence, and looked with anxious expectation on what fide the 
ftorm would difcharge itfelf. One of the fquadrons, confifting of thirty capital 
,{hips, was fent into the Mediterranean under Blake, whofe fame was now fpread 
over all Europe. No Englifh fleet, except during the Croifades, had ever before 
failed thofe feas; and from one extremity to the other, there was no naval force, 
Chriftian or Mahometan, able to refift them. The Roman pontiff, w hofe weak
nefs and whofe pride, equally provoke attacks, dreaded invafion from a power, 
which profeffed £he moft inveterate enmity againft him, anci which fo little regu
lated its movements by the common motives of intereft and prudence. Blake, 
cafting anchor before Leghorn, demanded and obtained of the Duke of Tufcany 
fatisfaCl:ion for fome loffes, which theEnglifh commerce had formerly fuftained from 
him. He next failed to Algiers, and compelled the Dey to make peace, and to 
reftrain his pyratical fubjefl:s from all farther violences on the Englifh. He pre
fented himfelf before Tunis, and having made the fame demands, the Dey of 
that republic bade him look to the caftles of Porto-Farina and Goletta, and do 
his utmoft. Blake needed not to be rouzed by fuch a bravado: He drew his 
!hips clofe up to the cafrles, and tore them in pieces with his artillery. He fent 
a numerous detachment of feamen in their long boats into the harbour, and 
burned every fhip which lay there. This bold attion, which irs very temerity, 

* Thurloe, Vol. i. p. 759· t Id. Ibid. t Id. Ib;d. 

§ Id. Ibid. Don Alonzo faid, that the Indian trade and the inguifit:on were his mafier's two eyes, 
and the ProteCtor infifi:ed upon the putting out both of them at once. 

II Caringtcn, p. 191, t Bates. 
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perhaps, rendered fafe, was executed with very little lofs, and filled all that part 
of the world with the renown of Englifh valour. 

THE other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful. It was commanded by Pen, and 
carried on board 4000 men, under the command of Venables. About sooo more 
joined them from Barbadoes and St. Chrifl:ophers. Both thefe officers were in
clined to the King's fervice *; and it is pretended, that Cromwel was obliged to. 
hurry the foldiers on board, in order to prevent the execution of a confpiracy,_. 
which had been formed among them, in favour of the exiled family t. The ill 
fuccefs of this enterprize, may jufl:ly be afcribed, as much to the injudicious con
trivance of the ProteCtor, "" ho planned it, as to the bad execution of the officers, 
by whom it was conduCted. The foldiers were the refufe of the whole army: 
The forces inlifred in the Weft-Indies were the mofl: profligate of mankind : Pen 
and Venables were of very incompatible tempers: The troops were not fun1ifhed 
with arms fit for fuch an expedition : Their provifions were very defeCtive both in 
quantity and quality : Alt hopes of pillage, the bert: incentiveJO valour·among 
fuch men, \vere refufed the foldiers and feamen : No direCtions nor intelligence 
were give·n to conduCt the officers in their ente_rprize : And at the fame time, they. 
were tied down to follow the advice of commiffioners,_ who. extremely difwncerted 
them in all their projeCts t· 

Ijth of Arril. IT was agreed by the admiral and general. to attempt St. Domingo, the only, 
place of fl:rength in the ifland of Hifpaniola. On the approach of the Englifh, the 
Spaniards in a fright deferted their houfes and fled into the woods._' Contrary to 
the opinion of Venables, the foldiers were difembark.ed without guides ten leagues 
diftant from the town. They wandered four days thro' the woods without pro'l 
viiions, and what was fiill more intolerable in that fultry climate, without water. 
The Spaniards gathered courage, and attacked them. The Englifh, difcouraged 
with the bad conduct of their officers, and fcarce alive from hunger, thirfr, and fa
tigue, had no fpirit to refifl:. A very inconfiderable number of the enemy put the 
whole army to rout, killed 6oo of them, and chaced the refl: on board their vdfels. 

THE Englifu commanders, in order to atone, if poffib.le, for this unprofperous 
attempt, bent their courfe to Jamaica, which was. furrendered to them without 
a blow. Pen and Venables returned to England, and were both of them fent to 
the Tower by the ProteCtor, who, tho' commonly mafter of his fiery temper, 
was thrown into a violent paffion at this difappointment. He had made a con-

* Clarendon. t Vita D.'Ber\\ ici, p. 124. 

t Burchet's Naval Hiftory. See alfo Carte's Collection, Vol. ii. p. 46, 47·. Thudoe,. Vol. iii. 
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quefl: of much greater importance, than he was himfelf at that time aware of; 
yet was it much inferior to the vafl: projeCl:s which he had formed. He gave 
orders, however, to ftl'pport it by men and money ; and that iiland has ever fince 
remained in the hands of the Englifh; the chief acquifition which they owe to 
the enterprizing fpirit of Cromwel. 

As foon as the news of this enterprize, which was a moft unwarrantable viola-· 
tion of treaty, arriveti in· Europe, the Spaniards declared war againfl: England, 
and feized all the ihips- and goods of Englifh merchants, of which they could 
make themfelves mailers. The Spanifh commerce, fo profitable to the nation,. 
was cut off; and near 1500 veffels, it is computed *, fell in a few years into 
the hands of the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague was now joined in ·com
mand, after receiving new orders, prepared himfelf for hofl:ilities againft the 
Spaniards. 

SEVERAL fea officers, having entertained fcruples of confcience with regard. 
to the jufl:ice of the Spanifh war, threw up their com millions, and retired home t. 
No command, they thought, of their fuperiors could juftify a war, which. 
was contrary to the principles of natural equity, and which the civil magi
ihate had. no right to order. Individuals, they maintained, in refigning to the 
public their natural liberty, could beftow on it only what they themfelves were 
poffeffed of, a right of performing lawful actions,. and could inveft it with 
no authority of commanding what is contrary to the decrees of heaven. Such. 
maxims, tho' they feem reafonabl&:, are perhaps too perfect for human nature,. 
and mua be regarded as one effect, tho' of the moft innocent and even honour
able kind, of that_ fpirir, partly fanatical, partly republican, which predominated in 
England. 

Chap. II. 
!65),-

BLAKE lay fome time off Cadiz, in expectation of intercepting the Plate fleet ·s r 
•. '-' > UCCe1s ·. 

but was at laft obliged, for want of water, to make fail towards Portugal. Cap- • 
tain Stayner, whom he had left on the coafi: with a fquadron of feven veffels,. 
came in Gght of the galleons, and immedia:ely fet fail to purfue them. The 
Spanitb admiral ran his ihip afhore: Two others followed his. example : The s 
E I fh k ih . 1 d '!)' f · f . eotember,. ng 1 too two 1ps va ue at near two m1 tons o preces o etght. Two gal- " 
Ieons were fet on fire; and the marquefs of Bajadox, Viceroy of Peru, with his 
wife and his daughter, betrothed t') the young duke of Medina-Celi, were de-
ftroyed in them. The lVIarquefs himfelf might have efca.ped ; . but feeing thefe. 

* Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 135. World's l\11!1ake in Oliver Cmmwel, in the Harl, MJcel. Vol. i. 
·r Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 5 70, 5 89. 
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unfortunate women, aftonilhed with the d~nger, fall in a fwoon and perifh in the 
flames, he chafe rather to die with them than drag out a life, embittered with the 
remembrance of thefe difmal fcenes *. When the treafures, gained by this 
epterprize, arrived at Portfmouth, the Protector, from a fpirit of oftentation, 
ordered them to be tranfported by land to London. 

THE next action againft the Spaniards was more glorious, tho' lefs profitable 
to the nation. Blake, having heard that a Spanifh fleet of fixteen fhips, much 
richer than the former, had taken fhelter in the Canaries, immediately made fail 
towards them. He found them in the bay of Santa Cruz, difpofed in a moil: 
formidable pofture. The bay was fecured with a fl:rong cail:le, well fortified with 
cannon, befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all united by a line of com
munication, manned with mufqueteers. Don Diego Diagues, the Spanifh 
admiral, ordered all his fmaller veffels to moor clofe to the fhore, and 
pofted the larger galleons farther off, at anchor, with their broadfides to the 
fea. 

BLAKE was rather animated than daunted with this appearance. The wind fe
conded his courage, and blowing full into the bay, in a moment brought him 
among the thickeft of his enemies. After a refiftance of four hours, the Spa
niards yielded to the Englifh valour, and abandoned their fhips, which were fet 
on fire, and confumed with all their treafures. The greateft danger frill remained 
to the Englifh. They lay under the fire of the caftles and all the forts, which 
muft, in a little time, have torn them in pieces. But the wind fuddenly fhifting, 
carried them out of the bay; where they left the Spaniards in aO:onifhment at the 
happy temerity of their audacious viClors.. 

and death of Tms was the laO: and greateft action of the gallant Blake. He was confumed 
admiral with a dropfy and [curvy, and haO:ened home, that he might yield up his laft 
Blake. breath in his native country, which he fo paffionately loved, and which he 

had fo much adorned by his valour. As he came within fight of land, he 
expired t. Never mm, fo zealous for a faction, was fo much refpetl:ed and 
eil:eemed even by the oppofite factions. He was by principle, an inflexible 
Republican; and the late ufurpations, amidO: all the truil: and careffes which he 
received from the ruling powers, were thought to be very little grateful to him. 
It is ftill our duty, he faid to the feamen, to fight for our country, into whatever 
bands the go·vernment may fall. Difinterefi:ed, generous, liberal ; ambitious only 
of true glory, dreadful only to his avowed enemies ; he forms one of the moft 
perfect characters of that age, and the leaO: ftained with thofe errors and vio
lences, which were then fo predominant. The Protector ordered him a pompous 

• Thurloe, Vol. v. p. t33· t zoth of April, 1657· 
funeral 
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funeral at the public charge : But the tears of his countrymen were the moll Chap. II ... 

honourable panegyric on his memory. 1656. 

THE condutl: of the ProteCl:or in foreign affairs, tho' imprudent and impolitic, 
was full of vigour and enterprize, and drew a con!ideration to his country, which, 
fince the reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totally loft. The great mind of 
this fuccefsful ufurper was intent on fpreading the renown of the Englifh name; 
and while he ftruck mankind with aftoni!hment at his extraordinary fortune, he 
feemed to ennoble, inftead of deba!ing, that people, whom he had reduced to 
fubjetl:ion. It was his boaft, that he would render the name of an Englifhman 
as much feared and revered as ever was that of a Roman ; and as his country
men found fame reality in thefe preten!ions, their national vanity bting grati
fied, made them bear with the more patience all the indignities and calamities 
under which they laboured. 

IT muft alfo be acknowleged, that the Protettor, in his civil and domefl:ic ad- Domeflic ad

miniftration, difplayed as great regard both to juftice and clemency, as his ufurped miniftration 

authority, derived from no law, and founded only on the fword, could poffibly ofCromwel. 

permit. All the chief offices in the courts of judicature were filled with men of 
integrity : Amidft the virulence of faCl:ion, the decrees of the judges were up-
right and impartial : And to every man but himfelf, and to himfelf, except 
where neceffity required the contrary, the law was the great rule of conduct and 
behaviour. Vane and Lilburn, whofe credit with the Republicans and Levellers 
he dreaded, were indeed for fame time confined to prifon: Cony, who refufed 
to pay illegal taxes, was obliged by menaces to depart from his obfl:inacy : High 
courts of juftice were erected to try thofe who had engaged in confpiracies and 
infurretl:ions againft the Protector's authority, and whom he could not fafely 
commit to the verdict of juries. But thefe irregu'arities were deemed inevirable 
confequences of his illegal authority. And tho' often urged by his officers, as is . 
pretended *, to attempt a general maffacre of the Royalifl:s, he always with hor.-
ror rejected fuch fanguinary councils. 

IN the army was laid the fole ba!is of the Protector's power ; and in managing 
them con!ifted the chief art and delicacy of his government. The foldiers were 
held in the mofl: exact difcipline; a policy, which both accufl:omed them to obe
dience, and made them lefs · haceful and burthenfome to the people. He aug., 
mented their pay ; tho' the public neceffities fometimes obliged him to run in ar
rears to them. Their interefts, they were fenfible, were clofely united. with thofe 
of their General and Protetl:or. And he entirely commanded their affectionate: 
regard, by his ability and fuccefs in almoft every enterprize, which he had hitherto 

* Clarendon, Life of Dr. Berwick,. &c. 
undertaken, 
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1 undertaken. But all military government is precarious ; much more where it fl:ands 
in oppofition to civil eftablifhments; and frill more, where it encounters religious 
prejudices. By the wild fanaticifm, which he had nourifhed in the foldiers, he 

·had [educed them into meafures, for which, if openly propofed to them, they 
would have entertained the utmofl: averfion. But this fame fpirit rendered them 

. more difficult to be governed, and made their caprices terrible even to that hand 
which directed their movements. So often taught,. that the office of King was 
an ufurpation upon Chrift, they were apt to fufpetl: a Protector not to be altoge
ther compatible with that divine authority. Harrifon, tho' raifed to the highdl: 
dignity, and poffeffed entirely of Cromwel's confidence, became his moil: inveterate 
enemy as foon as he. efl:ablifhed the authority of a fingle perf on, againft which he 
had always made fuch violent proteftations. Overton, Rich, Okey, officers of great 
rank in the army, were actuated with like principles; and Cromwel was obliged 

.. ~o deprive them of their c.ommiffions. Their influence, which was before thought un. 
bounded among the troops, feemed from that moment to be totally annihilated. 

THE more effectually to curb the enthufiaftic and feditious fpirit of the troops' 
., Cromwel eftablifhed a kind of militia in the feveral counties. Companies of in

fJ.ntry and caval~y were enlifted under proper officers, regular pay difrributed 
. among them, and a refource.by that means_provided both againft the infurrections 
, of the Royalifts, and mutiny of the arn}y. · 

.RELIGION ccan never be deemed a point of fmall confequence in civil govern
ment: But during this period, it may be regarded as the great fpring of men's 
actions and determinations. Tho' tranfported, himfelf, with the moft frantic 
whimfies,- Cromwel had adopted ·a fcheme for regulating this principle in others, 

,.which was fagacious and politic. Being refolved to maintain a national church, and 
yet determined neither to admit Epifcopacy nor Preibytery, he efl:ablifhed a num
ber of comn-:ifuoners, under the name of 'Tryrs, partly laymen, partly ecclefiaftics, 

.fame Prefb}terians," fome lndependants. Thefe prefented to all livings, which 
were formerly in the gift of the crown; they examined and admitted fuch per
fans as received holy orders; and the-y infpected the lives, doctrine, and behaviour 
of all the clersY· Inftead of fupporting that union between learning and theology, 
which has fo long been m1intained in Europe, thefe Tryers embraced the latter 
principle in its full purity, and made it the fole object of their examinatio;s. 
The candidates were no more perplexed with quefl:ions concerning their progrefs 
in Greek and Roman erudition; concerning their talent for profane arts and fcien
.ces: The chief object of fcrutiny regarded their advances in grace, and ·fixif)g 

,c the critical moment of their converfion. 
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WITH the pretended faints of all denominations Cromwel was famiLiar and eafy.· 
Laying afide the fiate of ProteCtor, which, on other occafions, he well knew how 
to maintain, he infinuated to them that nothing but neceffity could ever induce 
him to inveft himfelf with it. He talked fpiritually to them ; he fighed, he 
weeped, he canted, he prayed. He even entered with them into an emulation 
of ghoflly .gifts ; and thefe men, ,inftead of grieving to be outdone in their own 
way, were proud, that his hi.ghnefs, by his princely example, had dignified thof.e 
practices in which they themfelves were daily occupied*. 

IF Cromwel could be faid to adhere to any particular form oi religion, they were 
the Independants who could chiefly boaf1: of his favour; and it may be affirmed, 
that fuch paftors of that ftct, as were not paffionately addict.ed to civil Jiberty, 
were all of them devoted to him. The Prefbyterians alfo, being faved from the 
ravages of the Anabaptifts and Millenarians, and enjoying their eftablifhments and 
tythes, were not averfe to his government ; tho' he fiill entertained a great jea
}oufy of that ambitious and reftlefs fpirit, by which they were actuated. H.e 
granted an unbounded liberty of confcience, to all but Catholics and Prelatifis; and 
by that means, he ·both attached the wild fetlaries to his own perfon, and em
ployed them in curbing the domineering fp.irit of the Pre1byterians. " I am tlie 
" only man,'"' he was often heard to fay, " who has known how to fubdue that 
" infolent feB:, which can fuffer none but itfelf.,.' 

THE proteftant zeal, which poffeffed the Pre1byterians and lndependants, was 
highly gratified by the hau~hty manne~, in w.hich .the Protector fo fuccefsfully 
fupported the perfecuted Pro.teftants throughout aU Europe. Even the duke of 
.Savoy, fo remote a Prince, and fo little expofed to the naval power of England, 
was obliged., by the authority of France, to comply with his mediation, and to 
tolerate the Proteftants of the Vallies, againft whom that Prince had commenced 
a furious perfecution. France .itfelf was conftrained to bear, not only with the 
religion, but even in fume inftances~, with the feditious infolence of the Hugonots ; 
and when that .court a-p.plied for a reciprocal toleration of the Catholic religion 
in England, the Protector, who arrogated in every thing the fuperiority, would 
hearken to no fuch propofal. He had entertained a projeCt of inftituti~g a col-

* Cromwel followed_, tho' but in part, the advice which he received from general Harrifon, at the 
time when the intimacy and endearment moll: firongly fubfifted betwixt them. " Let the wait:ng upon 
'' Jehovah," faid that military faint, "be the greateft and moll: confiderable bufinefs you have every 
" day: Reckon it fo, more than to eat, Jleep, and council together. Run afide fometimes from 
•• your company, and get a word with the Lord. Why fhould not you have three or four precio~s 
" fouls always ftanding at your elbow, with whom you might now and then turn into a corner? I 
H have found refrelhment and mercy in fuch a way." Milton's State Papers, p. 12, 
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le.'..,e in imitation of that at Rorpe, for the propagation of the faith; and his apo
ftie-, in zeal, tho' not in unanimity, had certainly been a full match for theCa
th:Jics. 

CROMWEL retained the church of England in conftraint; tho' he permitted its 
clergy a little more liberty than the republican Parliament had formerly allowed. 
Ht was l)ka~ed, that the fuperior lenity of his adminiftration fhould in every thing 
be rtmarked. He b: idled the Royalifts, both by the mercenary army which he 
retained) and by thofe fecret fpies, which he found means to intermix in all their 
counlels. rvLnning being difcovered and punifhed with death, he corrupted Sir 
Hi ha d \Villis, who was much trufl:ed by chancellor Hyl~e and all the Royalifts; 
anc ty means of that man he was let into every defign 3lnd confpiracy of the party. 
He could difconcert any project, by confining the perfons who were the actors in 
it ; and as he reftored them afterwards to liberty, his feverity paifed only for the 
refulc of general jealoufy and fufpicion. The fecret fource of his intelligence re
mained ftillunknown and unfufpected. 

CoNsPIRACIES for an affaffination he was chiefly afraid of; thefe being defigns, 
which no prudence nor vigilance c~uld evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of 
Allen, had wrote a very fpirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to embrace this 
method of vengeance; and Cromwel knew, that the inflamed minds of the royal 
party were fufficiently difpofed to put this doctrine in praCtice againft him. He 
openly told them, that affaffinations were bafe and odious, and he never would 
commence hoflilities by fo fhameful an expedient; but if the fidl: attempt or pro
vocation came fr.:::m them, he would retaliate to the uttermoft. He had infiru
ments, he faid, whom he could employ ; and he never would defift, till he had 
totally exterminated the royal family. This menace, more than all his guards,. 
contributed to the fecurity of his perfon *. 

THERE was no p::Jint about which the ProteCtor was more follicitous than to 
procure intelligence. This article alone, 'tis faid, coft him fixty thoufand pounds a 
year. Poftmafters, both at home and abroad, were, many of them, in his pay: Car
riers were fearched or bribed : Secretaries and clerks were corrupted : The greatefr 
zealots in all parties were often thofe who conveyed private information to him : 

I 

* A:Cout this time an accident had a1mofl: robbed the ProteCtor of his life, and faved his enemies the 
trouble of all their machinations. Having got fix fine Friefland coach-horfes as a prefent from the count 
of Oldenburg, he undertoo1 ~ for his amufement to drive them about Hyde-park; his fecretary Thurloe 
be;ng in the coach. The horfcs were fl:arrlcd and ran away: He was unable to comma~d them, or 
ktep the box. He fell upon the pole, was dragged upon the ground for fome time; a piftol, vvhich 
} c carried in his pocket, went off; and by that fingulaf good fortune, which ever ~ttP."ded him, he 
w:.:.s taken up without any confiderable hurt or bruife. 1 

And 
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And nothing could efcape his vigilant enquiry. Such at leaft is the reprefentation 
made by hiftorians of Cromwel's adminiftration : But it muft be confelfed, thar, 
if we ·may.judgc by thofe volumes of Thurloe's papers, which have been lately 
pubhfhed, this affair, like many others, has been greatly magnified. We fcarce 
find by that collection, that any fecret councils of foreign ftates, except thofe 
of Holland, which are not expeCl:ed to be conctaled, were known to the Pro
teCl:or. 

THE general behaviour and deportment of this man, who had been raifed from a 
very private ftation, who had pa.ffed moft of his youth in the country, and who 
was fiill conftrained fo much to frequer1t ba; company, was fuch as might befit the 
greateft monarch. He maintained a dignity without either affeCtation or oftenta
tion; and fupported with all ftrangers that high idea, with which his great exploits 
and prodigious fortune had impreffed them. Among his antient frien Js, he could 
relax himfe!f; and by trifling and amufement, jefting and making vcrfes, he feared 
not the expofing himfelf to their moft familiar approaches t. With others, he 
fometimes pu!hed matters to the length of ruftic buffoonery ; and he would amufe 
himfelfby putting burning coals into the boots and hofe of the officers, who attend
ed him :1:- Before the King's trial, a meeting was agreed on between the chiefs of 
the republican party and the general officers, in order to concert the model of that 
free government, which they were to fubftitute, in place of the monarchical con
ftitution, no.w totally fubverted. After debates on this fubjeCl:, the moft impor
tant, which could fall under the difcuffion of human creatures, Ludlow tells us, 
that Cromwel, by way of frolic, threw a cu!hion at his head ; and when Ludlow 
took up another cu!hion in order to return the compliment, the General ran down 
flairs, and had almoft broke his bones in the hurry. When the High Court of 
J uftice was figning the King's fentence, a matter, if poffible, ftill more ferious, 
Cromwel taking the pen in his hand, before he fubfcribed his name, beclaubed 
with ink the face of Martin, who fat next him. And the pen being delivered to 
Martin, he praB:ifed the fame frolic upon Cromwel 11. He frequently gave feafl:s 
to his inferior officers ; and when the meat was fet upon the table, a fignal was 
given ; the foldiers ru!hed in upon them ; and with much noife, tumult, and 
confuGon, ran away with all the dillies, and difappointed the officers of their ex
peCted meal §. 

AM~ DST all the unguarded play and buffoonery of this extraordinary perfonage, 
he took the opportunity of remarking t~e charaCters, defigns, and weaknelfes of 

t Whitelocke, p. 647· :j: Bates. II Trial of the Regicides. § Bates. 
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men; and he would fometimes pufh them, by an indulgence in wine, to open t~ 
him the mofr fecret receffes of their bofom. _Great regularity, however, and even 
aufterity of manners were always maintained in his court; and he was careful never 
by any liberties to give offence to the moil: rigid of the godly. Some ftate was up
held ; but with little expence, and withouc any fplendor. The nobility, tho' 
courted by him, kept at a diftance, and difdained to intermix themfelves with thofe 
mean perfons, who were the inftruments of his government. Without departing 
from oeconomy, he was generous to thofe who ferved him ; and he knew how to 
find out and engage in his interefts every man poffeffed of thofe talents, which 
any particular employment demanded. His generals, his admirals, his judges, 
his ambaffadors, were perfons, who contributed, all of them, in their feveral 
fpheres, to the fecurity of the Protector and to the honour and intereft of the 
nation. 

UNDER pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland in one Commonwealth with 
England, he had reduced thefe kingdoms to a total fubjection ; and he treated 
them entirely as conquered provinces. The civil adminiftration of Scotland was 
placed in a council, confifring moftly of Engliih, of which.lor.d. Broghill was prefi
dtnt. Juftice was adminiftred by feven judges~ four of whom were Englifh. ln 
order to curb the tyrannical nobility, he both abolifhed all vaffalage :j:, and revived 
the office of juftices of peace, which King James had introduced, but was not able 
to fupport IJ. A long line of forts and garrifons were maintained throughout the 
kingdom. An army of Io,ooo men §kept every thing in peace and obedience, and 
neither the banditti of the mountains, nor the bigots of the low, countries, could in
dulge their inclinations to turbulence and diforder. He courted the Prefbyterian 
clergy; tho' he nourifhed that inteftine enmity which prevailed between.the-Refo
lutioners and Proteftors ;. and he found, that very little policy was.. requifite to 
fofter quarrels among Theologians. He permitted no church aifemblies, being
fenfible that from thence had proceeded many of the paft mifchiefs. And in the 
main, the Scots were obliged to acknowlege, that never before, while they 
enjoyed their irregular factious- liberty, had they attained fo much happinefs as at 
prefent, when reduced to fubjefrion under a foreign nation. 

THE Protector's adminitlration of Ireland was much more fevere and violent. 
The government of that ifiand was firft: entrufted to Fleetwood, a notorious fanatic,~ 
who had married Ireton's widow; then to Henry.Cromwel, fecond fon to the 
Protector,_ a young man of an amiable mild difpofition, and not deftitute of viguor 

t Whttelocke, p. 570. II Thurloe, vol, iv. p. 57· §- Id. vol. vi. p. 557•. 
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and capacity. Five millions of acres, forfeited either by the Popilh rebellion or Chap. rt 
by the adherents of the King, were divided, partly among the adventurers, who 165

6
• 

had advanced money to the Parliament, partly among the Englifh foldiers, who 
had arrears due to them. Examples of a more {udden and violent change of 
property are fcarce to be found in any hiftory. An order even paffed to confine 
a.Jl the native lrifh to the province of Connaught, where they would be fhut up 

,by rivers, lakes, and mountains, and could not, it was hoped, be any longer dan-
.gerous to the Englilh government: But this barbarous and abfurd policy, which, 
from an impatience of attaining immediate fecurity, muft have depopulared all 
the other provinces, and rendered the Englilh eftates of no value, it was foon 
found impoffible to reduce to praCtice. 

CReMWEL began to hope, that by his adminifl:ration, attended with fo much New Parlia

h1ftre and fuccefs abroad, fo much order and tranquillity at home, he had now ac- menr. 

quired fuch authority as would enable him to meet the reprefentatives of the nation, 
and would affure him of their dutiful·compliance with his government. He there-
fore fummoned a Parliament ; but not trufting altogether to the good will of the 
people, he ufed every. art, which his new model of reprefentation allowed him to· 
employ, in order to influence the e:eB:ions and fill the houfe with his own creatures. 
Ireland~ being· entirely in the hands of the army, chafe none but fuch officers as 
were moft acceptable to him. Scotland fhowed the fame compliance; and as the 
nobility and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendance on Englifh Parlia-
ments as an ignominious badge of fiavery,. it was, on that account, more eafy for 
the officers to prevail in the eleCtions. N otwithftanding all thefe precautions, the 
ProteCtor frill found, that the majority would not be favourable to him. He fet 1 ;th of~ e;~ 

guards, therefore, on the door, who permitted none to enter but fuch as produced atember. 

warrant from his council ; and the council rejected about a hundred, who either re-
fufed a recognition of the ProteCl:or's government, or were on other accounts ob-
noxious to him. Thefe protefted againi fo egregious a violence, fubverfive of all 
liberty ; but every application- for redrefs was neglected both by the council and 
the Parliament. 

THE major,ity of the Parliament, by means of thefe arts and violences, were 
now at !aft either, friendly to the- ProteCtor, or refolved, by their compliance, to 
adjuft, if poffible, this military government to their laws and liberties. They voted 
a renounciation of all title in Charles Stuart or any of his family ; and this was the 
firft aCt, dignified wirh the appearance of national confent, which had ever had 
that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order to found the inclinations of the houfe, 
ventured to move, that the Parliament fhould beftow the crown on Cromwel ; 
and no furprize nor re!uClance was difcovered on that occafion. When .Cromwel 

e-fterwards 
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afterwards afked Jephfon what induced him to make fuch a motion, " As long,'' 
faid J ephfon, " as I have the honour to fit in Parliament, I muft follow the die
" rates of my own confcience, whatever offence I may be fo unfortunate as to 
" give you.'' " Get thee gone,'' faid Cromwel, giving him a gentle blow on 
the ihoulder, " get thee gone for a mad fellow as thou art." 

IN order to pave the way to this advancement, for which he fo ardently longed, 
Cromwel refolved to Jacrifice his major-generals, whom he knew to be extremely 
odious to the nation. That meafure was alto become neceffary for his own fecurity. 
All government, purely m:litary, fluctuates perpetually betw~en a defpotic mo
narchy and a dcfpotic arifl:ocracy, according as the authority of the chief com
mander prevails, or that of tbe officers nex[ him in rank and dignity. The ma
jor-generals, being poileffed of fo much difl:inct jurifdiction, began to efl:ablilh a 
feparate title to power, and had rendered themfelves formidable to the Protector 
himfelf; anti for this inconvenience, tho' he had not forefeen it, he weil knew, 
before it was too late, to provide a proper remedy. Claypole, his fon in law, 
who poifeifed entirely his confidence, abandoned them to the pleafure of the houfe; 
and tho' the name was fl:ill retained, it was agreed to abridge, or rather entirely 
annihilate, the power of the major-generals. 

AT laft, a more formal motion was made by alderman Pack, one of the city 
members, for invefting the Protet1or with the dignity of King. This motion, at 
firfl:, excited great diforder, and divided the whole houfe into parties. The chief 
oppoG.tion came from the ulual adherents of the Protector, the major-generals and 
fuch officers as depended on them. Lambert, a man of deep intrigue and of great 
intereil: in the army, had long entertained the ambition of fucceeding Cromwel in 
the ProteB:orlhip ; and he forefaw, if the Monarchy was refl:ored, that heredi
tary right would alfo be eftablifhed, and the crown be tranfmitted to the pofl:erity 
of the prince firft elected. He pleaded, therefore, co-nfcience ; and exciting all 
thofe civil· and religious jealoufies againft kingly government, whi~h had been fo 
indufl:rioufly encouraged among the foldiers, and which ferved them as a pretence 
for fo many violences, he formed a numerous and a frill more formidable party 
againft the motion. 

ON the other hand, the motion was fupported by every one, who was more par
ticularly devoted to the Protetl:or, and who hoped, by fo acceptable a meafure, to 
pay CJurt to the prevailing authority. Many perfons alfo, attached to their coun
try, Lief paired of ever being able to fubvert the prefent illegal efl:ablifhm~nt, and 
were deGrous, by fixing it on antient foundations, to induce the Protector, from 
views of his own fafety, to pay a regard to the antient laws and liberties of the 

kingdom. 
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kingdom. Even the Royalifts imprudently joined in the fame meafure; and Chrp. II. 

hoped, that, when the quefl:ion regarded only perfons, not forms of government, 
16 ~7· 

no one would any longer ballance between the antient royal family, and an ignoble Crown of~ 

ufurper, who, by blood, treafon and pe:fid.y, had made his. way tQ the th~one. ~;~~1:0el. 
The bill was voted by a confiderable maJonty ; and a committee was appomted 
to reafon with the ProteCtor, and to. overcome thofe fcruples, which he pretended 
againfl: accepting fo liberal an offer. 

THE conference lafl:ed for feveral days. The committee urged, that ail the 9th of April. 

ftatutes and cuftoms of England were founded on the fuppofition of regal au-
thority, and could not, without extreme violence, be adjufl:ed to any other 
form of government: That a Pr9teEtor, except during the minority of a King, 
was a name utterly unknown to the laws; and no man was acquainted with the 
extent or limits of his authority : That if it was attempted to define every part 
of his jurifdittion, many years, if not ages, would be required for the execution 
of fo complicated a work ; if the whole power of the King were at once transfer-
red to him, the queftion was plainly about a name, and the preference was undif-

putably due to the amient title : That the Englifh confiitution was more anxious 
concerning the form of government than concerning the birthright of the firft ma-
giftrate, and had provided, by an exprefs law of Henry VII. for the fecurity of 
thofe who aCt in defence of the King in being, by whatever means be might have 
acquired poffeffion: That it was extremely the intereil: of all his Highnefs's friends 
to feek the fhelter of this il:atute; and even the people in general were ddirous of 
fuch a fettlement, and in all juries were with great difficulty induced to give their 
verdiCt in favour of a Protector: That the great fource of all the late commotions, 
had been the jealoufy of liberty; and that a Republic, together with a Protector, 
had been eftablifhed in order to provide farther fecuricies for the freedom of the 
Confl:itution; but that by experience the remedy had been found infufficient, even 
dangerous and pernicious; fince every undeterminate power, fuch as that of a Pro· 
tetl:or, muft be arbitrary; and the more arbitrary, as it was contrary to the genius 

and inclination of the people. 

THE difficulty confifted not in perfwading Cromwel. He was fufficiently con
vinced of the folidity of thefe reafonings; and his inclination, as well as judge
ment, was entirely on the fide of the committee. But how to bring over the 
army to the fame way of thinking was the quefl:ion. The office of King h1d been 
painted to them in fuch horrible colours, that there were no hopes of reconciling 
them fuddenly to it, even tho~ befl:owed upon their general, to whom they were 
fo much devoted. A contradiction, open and direCt, to all paft profeffions, would 

make them pafs, in the eyes of the whole nation, for the moft fhamelefs hypo-

crites, 
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crites, inlifl:ed by no other than mercenary motives in the caufe of the moft per· 
fidious traitor. Principles, fuch as they were, had been encouraged in them by 
every confideration human and divine; .and tho' it was eafy, where intereft con
curred, to deceive them by the thinneft difguifes, it might be found dangerous at 
once to pull off the mafque, and !how them in a full light the whole crime and 
deformity of their conduct. Sufpended between thefe fears and his own moft ar~ 
dent defires, Cromwel protracted the time, and feemed ftill to oppofe the reafon
ings of the committee ; in hopes, that by artifice he might be able to reconcile 
the refractory minds of the foldiers to his new dignity .. 

WHILE the Protector argued fa much in contradiction both to his judgment 
and inclination, it is no wonder, that his elocution, always confufed, emb.ar
ralfed, and unintelligible, 1hould be involved in tenfold darknefs, and difcover 
no glimmering of common fenfe or r.eafon. An exact account of this conference 
remains, and may be regarded as a great curiofity. The members of the com
mittee, in their reafonings, difcover judgment, knowledge, eloeution : Lord 
Broghill in particular exerts himfelf on this memorable occafionA Bllt what a 
contrafte when we pafs to the Protector's replies ! After fo fingular a manner 
does nature diftribute her talents, that, in a nation abounding with fenfe and 
learning, a man, who, by fuperior perfonal merit alone, had made his way to 
fupreme dignity, and had even obliged the Parliament to make him an of
fer of the crown, was yet incapable of expreffing himfelf on this occafion, but 
in a manner which a peafant of the moft ordinary capacity would juftly he 
afhamed of * .. 

* We fhall produce any paffage at random : -For his difcourfe is aU of a piece. " 1 confefs, for .it 
" behoves me to deal plain1y with you, I mufr confefs, I would fay, I hope, I may be underftood in 
" this, for indeed ] mufr be tender what I fay to fuch an audience as this; I fay, l would be under
" ftood, that in this argument I do not make parallel betw.een men of a different mind and a Parlia
" ment, which lhall h:lVe their defires. I know there .is no comparifon, nor can it be urged upan 
" me, that my words have the leall colour that way, becaufe the Parl.ament feems w give liberty to 
" me to fay any thing to you; as that, that is a tender of my humble reafons and judgment and 
" opinion to them ; and if I think chey are fuch and will be (uch to them, a·nd are faithful fervants 
" and will be fo to the fupreme authority, and the legi£lative wherefoever it is: If I fay, I fhould not 
" tell you, knowing their minds to be fo, I fhould not be faithful, if I lhould not tell you fo, to the 
'' end you may report it to the Parliament: I fuall fay fomething for myfelf, for my own mind, I 
" do profe[;; it, I am not a man fcrupulous about words or names of fuch things I have not: But as I 
" have the word of God, and I hope I fhall ever have it) for the rule of my cor.fcience, for my in
" formations; fo truly men that have been led in dark paths, thro' the providence and difpenfa~ion ef 
" God; why furely it is not to be objected to a man; for who can love to walk in ,the dark? But 

" providen'e 
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THE oppofition, which Cromwel dreaded, was not that which came from Chap. r!·. 
Lambert and his adherents, whom he now regarded as his capital enemies, and 1657· 

whom he was refolved, on the firfi: occafion, to deprive of all power and autho-
rity : It was that which he met with in his own family, and from men, who, 
by intereft as well as inclination, were the mot1: devoted to him. Fleetwood had 
married his daughter : Deiborough his filler : Yet thefe perfons, actuated by 
principle alone, could, by no perfwafion, artifice, or entreaty, be induced to 
confent that their friend and patron fhould be invefted with regal dignity. They 
told him, that, if he accepted of the crown, they would inftantly throw up their 
commiffions, and never afterwards would have it in their power to ferve him*. 
Colonel Pride procured a petition againfl: the office of King figned by a ma-
jority of the officers, who were in London and the neighbourhood. Several per-
fans, it was faid, had entered into an engagement to murder the Protector within 
a few hours after he fhould have accepted the offer of the parliament. Some 
fudden mutiny in the army was jufl:ly dreaded. And upon the whole, Cromwel, 
afcer the agony and perplexity of long doubt, was at lafl: obliged to refufe that 
crown, which the reprefentatives of the nation, in the mofl: folemn manner, had He rejeels it. 

tendered to him. Moft hiftorians are inclined to blame his .choice; but he muft 
be allowed to be the beft judge of his own fituation. And in fuch complicated 
fubjeCls, the alteration of a very minute circumfrance, unknown to the fpetl:ator, 
will often be fufficient to cafr the ballance, and render a determination, which, 
in itfelf, may be uneligible, very prudent, or even abfolmely neceifary to the aCtor. 

A DREAM or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions, which, he affirms, (and he 
mufl: have known the truth) was univerfally talked of almofl: from the beginning 
of the civil wars, and long before Cromwel was fo confiderab!e a pcrfon as to beftow 
upon it any degree of probability. In this prophecy it was foretold, that Cromwel 
ibould be the greateft man in England, and would nearly, but never would fully, 
mount the throne. Such a prepoifcffion p:-obably arofe from the heated ima,;sina
tion either of himfelf or of his followers ; and as it might be one caufe of the 

VoL. VI. M great 

" P'ovidencc does fo difpofe. And tho' a man may impute h's Ol\ n folly and blindne(s to providence 
" !wfully, yet it muil: be at my peril; the cafe m 1y be that it is the FOvi:lcnce of God, that doth lead 
" men in darknefs : I muil: needs fay, that I have had a great deal of expe: ience of prov.dence, anJ 
'' th::>' it has no rule \\ithout or againfl: the word, yet it is a very good expofitor of the word in many 
" cafes." c~nftrence at Whitehall. The great defeCt in Oliver's fpeeches confifl:s not in his want of 
elocution, but in his want of ideas. The fagacity of his aCtions, and the abfurdity of his difcourfl', 
form the molt prodigious contrafte that ever was known. The co:IeElion of all his ffecci;es, letters, 
fermons, (for he_ alfo wrote fermons) would make a great curioGty, and w1th a few cceptions might 
jul1ly pafs for or.e of the moft nanfenfical books in the world. 

" Thurloe; Vol. vi •. !'· :z6 r. 
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Chap. II. great progrefs, which he had already made, it is not an unlikely reafon, which 
1657· may be affigned for his refuling at this time .any farther elevation. 

THE Parliament, when the regal dignity was rejected by CromweJ, found 
themfelves obliged to retain the name of a Commonwealth and Protector; and 
as the government was hitherto a manifeA: ufurpation, it was thought proper to 

fancrify it by a feeming choice of the people and of their reprefentatives. 
Humble peti- Inilead of the inilrument of government, which was the work of the general 
tion and ad- officers alone, an humble petition and advice was framed, and offered to the v,ce. 

ProteEtor by the Parliament. This was reprefented as the great balis of the 
Republican eilabli!hment, regulating and limiting the powers of each mem
ber of the conilitution, and fecuring the liberty of the people to the moft re
mote pofl:erity. By this deed, the authority of ProteB:or was in fome particu
lars enlarged : In others,. it was confiderably diminifhed. He had the power of 
nominating his fucceffor; he had a perpetual revenue affigned him, a million 
a year for the fleet and army, three hundred thoufand pounds for the civil go
vernment ; and he had the authority to name another houfe, who fhould enjo)' 
their feats during life, and exercife fome funcrions of the former houfe of Peers. 
But he abandoned the power affumed in the intervals of Parliament, of framing 
laws with the confent of his council ; and he agreed, that no members of either 
houfe lhould be excluded but by the confent of that houfe, of which they were 
members. The other articles were in the main the fame as. in the inilrument of 
government. 

THE inftrument of government Cromwel had formerly extolled as the moil: 
perfeEt work of human invention: He now reprefented it as a rotten plank, upon 
which no man could trufl: himfelf without linking. Even the Humble Petition 
and Advice, which he extolled in its turn, appeared fo lame and imperfect, that 
it was f.ound requilite, this very feffion, to mend it by a fupplement ; and after 
:1.11, it may be regarded as a very crude and undigefted model of gov·ernment. It 
was, however, accepted for the deed of the whole people in the three united na
tions; and Cromwel, as if his power had juil commenced from this porular 
confent, was anew inaugurated in Weilminfrer-Hall, after the mofl: folemn and 
moil pompous manner. 

261
h of Jun('. THE Parliament having adjourned itfelf, the Protector deprived Lambert of all 

his commiffions; but ftill allowed him a confiderable penfion, of 2000 pounds a 
year, as a bribe for his future, peaceable deportment. Lambert's authority in the 
army, to the great furprize of .every body, was found immediately to expire with 
the lofs of his commifiion. Packer and fome other officers, whom Cromwel fuf
peCted, were alfo difplaced. 

" . 
RICHARD, 
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RicHARD, eideft fon to the Protetl:or, was brought to court, introduced into 
public bufinefs, and henceforth regarded by many as his heir in the ProteEtor!hip; 
tho' Cromwel fometimes employed the grofs artifice of flattering others with the 
hopes of the fuccefiion. Richard was a perfon poffeffed of the moft peaceable, 
inoffenfive, unambitious charaCter; and had hitherto lived contentedly in the 
country on a fmall eftate, which his wife had brought him. The little atl:ivity, 
which he difcovered, was always exerted to beneficent purpofes: At the time of 
the King's trial, he had fallen on his knees before his father, and had conjured him, 
by all the t\es of duty and humanity, to fpare the life of that Monarch. 

CROMWEL had two daughters unmarried : One of them he now gave to the 
grandfon and heir of his great friend, the earl of Warwick, with whom he had, in 
every fortune, preferved an uninterrupted intimacy and correfpondence : The 
other he married to the vifcount Falconbrige, of a family, formerly devoted to 
the royal party. He was very ambitious of forming connexions with the no
bility ; and it was one chief motive of his defiring the tide of King, that he 
might replace every thing in its natural order, and reftore to the antient families, 
that truft and honour, of which he now found himfelf obliged, for his own pre
fervation, to deprive them. 

Chap. F. 
r6s 7. 

THE Parliament was again affembled; confifl:ing, as in the times of monarchy, 1658. 

of two houfes, the commons and the other houfe. Cromwel, during the interval, zoth of Jain· 

bad fent writs to his 'houfe of peers, which confifted of fixty members. They ary. 

were compofed of five or fix antient peers, of feveral gentlemen of fortune and 
diftinction, and of fame officers who had rifen from the meaneft profeffions. 
None of the antie~t peers, however, would deign to accept a feat, which they 
muft ihare with fuch companions as were affigned them. The Protetl:or endea-
voured at firft to maintain the appearance of a legal magiftrate. He removed the 
guard!s from the door of both houfes : But foon found how incompatible liberty 
is with military ufurpations. By bringing fo great a number of his friends and 
adherents into the other houfe, he had loft the majority among the national re
prefentatives. In confequence of a claufe in the Humble Petition and Advice, the 
commons affumed a power of re-admitting thofe members, whom the council had 
formerly excluded. Sir Arthur Hazelrig and fome others, whom Cromwel had 
created lords, rather chofe to take their feats with the commons. An unconteft-
able majority now declared themfelves againfl: the Protector ; and they refufed to 
acknowledge the jurifdiaion of that other houfe, which he had efl:ablifhed. Even 
the validity of the Humble.Petition and Advice was queftioned ; as being voted by 
a Parliament, which lay under force, and which was deprived by mil.itary violence 

~ 2 of 
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Chap. II. of a confiderable number of its members. The Protetl:or, dreaaing combinations 
1658

' between the Parliament and the malecontents in the army, was refolved to allow no 
leifure for the forming any confpiracy againfr him; and with great expreffions of 

4-th of Febru. anger and difplea!ure, he diffolved the Parliament. When urged by Fleetwood 
1<ry. and others of his friends not to precipitate himfelf into this rafh meafure, he fwore 

by the living God, that they fuould not fit a moment longer. 

THESE difl:ratl:ions at home were not able to take off the Protetl:or's attention 
from foreign affairs; and in all his meafures he proceeded with equal vigour and 
enterprize, as if fecure of the duty and attachment of all the three kingdoms. His 
alliance with Sweden he frill fupported; and he endeavoured to affifi: that crown in 
ics fuccefsful enterprizes, for reducing all its neighbours to fubjetl:ion, and rendering 
itfelf abfolutely mafrer of the Baltic. As foon as Spain declared war again{.{ him, he 
concluded a peace and an alliance with France, and united himfelf in all his coun
cils with that potent and ambitious kingdom. Spain, having long oourted in 
vain the friendfhip of the fuccefsful ufurper, was reduced at laO: to apply to the 
unfortunate Prince. Charles formed a league with Philip, removed his fmall court 
to Bruges in the Low Countries, and raifed four regiments of his own fubjetts, 
whom he employed in the Spanifh fervice. The Duke of York, who had, with 
great applaufe, ferved fome campaigns in the French army, and who had merited 
the particular erteem of Marfhal Turenne,_ now joined his brother, and continued 
to feek military experience under Don John of Auil:ria and the Prince of Conde. 

THE fcheme of foreign politics, adopted by the Protector, was highly impru
dent, but was fuitable to that magnanimity and enterprize, with which he was fa 
fignally endowed. He was particularly defirous of conquefi: and dominion on the 
Continent * ; and he fest over into Flanders fix thoufand men under Reynolds, 
who joined the French army commanded by Turenne. In the former campaign, 
Mardyke was taken,. and put into their hands. Early this campaign, fiege was 
laid to Dunkirk; and when the Spanifh army advanced to relieve it, the 
combined armies of France and England marched out of their trenches, and 
foui>ht the battle of the Dunes, where the Spaniards were totally defeated t. 

The 

• He afpired to get po!feflion of Eltinore and the paffitge of the Soun::l. See WQr/d's Mij!ak£ in 
Olh;er Crowwel. He a'fo endeavoured to get po!Te!lion of Breme:1. Thurloe, Vol. vi. p. 47S. 

t It was remarked by tl\e pretended faints of that time, that the battle was fought on a day which 
was held for a faft in London, fa that as Fle~twood faid (Thurloe, Vol. vii. p. I 59.) while we were 
praying, they were fighting; and the Lord hath given a fi5nal anfwer. The L:)ld has not only owned 
us in our work there, but in our waiting upon him in a way of prayer, which is indeed our old expe
ri~:nced approved way in all ftreights and difficuHes. Croolwel's ktter to Bh,ke and Mon.t.1gue, his 

brave 
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The valour of the Englilh was much remarked on this occaiion. Dunkirk, Chap II. 

being foon after furrendered, was by agreement delivered to Cromwel. He DuP~~~r 
committed the government of that important place to Lockart, a Scotfman tak~n. 
of ability, who had married his niece, and was his ambaffador in the court of 

France. 

THis acquifition was regarded by the Protector as the means only of obtaining 
farther advantages. He was refolved to concert meafures with the French courr: 
for the final conqueft and partition of the Low Countries *. Had he lived much 
longer, and maintained his authority in England, fo chimerical or rather fo dan
gerous a projeCl., would certainly have been reduced to execution. And this firft 
and principal ftep towards Univerfal Monarchy, which France, during a whole 
century, has never yet been able, by an infinite expence of blood and treafure, 
fully to effectuate, had at once been accomplilhed by the enterprizing, tho' un
ikilful politics of Cromwel. 

DuRING thefe tranfactions, great demonftrations of mutual friendfhip and re
gard pa!fed between the French King and the ProteCtor. Lord Falconbrige, 
Cromwel's fon-in-law, was fent over to Louis, then in the camp before Dunkirk; 
and was received w~th the fame regard, which is ufually paid to foreign princes 
by the French court t. Mazarine fent to London his nephew, Mancini, along 
with the Duke of Crequi ; and expreifed his regret, that his urgent affairs 
ihould deprive him of the hono·ur, which he had long wiihed for, of paying, in 
perfon, his refpeB:s to the greateft man in the world t· 

THE Protector reaped little fatisfaB.ion from the fllccefs of his arms abroad : 
The iituation in which he ftood at home kept him in perpetualuneafinefs and in
qllietude. His adminiftration, fo expenfive both by military enterprizes and fe-

brave admirals, is remarkable for the fame fpil'it. Tburloc, Vol. iv. p. 7 44· You have, fays he, as I 
verily believe and am pe1fuaded, a plentiful flock of prayers going for you daily, fent up by the fo
bereft and moft approved rninifters and chri1l:ians in this nation, and, notwi h1l:anding forne dif

couragernents, very much wreftling of faith for you, which are to us, and I trull: will be to you, mat

ter of great encouragement. But notwithftanding all this, it wiil be good for you and us to deliver 
up ourfelves and all our affairs to the difpofi:ion of our all-wife Father, who not only out of prero

gative, but becaufe of his goodnefs, wifdom and truth, ought to be rd1gned unto by hio creatures, ef
pecially thofe who are children of his begwiog t~ro' the fpirit, &c. 

* Thurloe, Vol. i. p. 762. 

f Thurloe, Vo!. v:i. p. I)I, 158. 

1 Tn reality the cardinal had r.ot entertained fo high an idea of Crornwel. He ufed (O fay, that he 
was a fortnnate madman. Vie de Cromwel par Ra;suenet. See alto Carte's ColleCtion, Vol. ii, p. s1• 

Gurnble's L:fe of Monk, p. 9 3· World's mift~ke in 0. Cromwel. 

cret 
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cret intelligence, had exhaufl:ed his revenue, and involved him in a confiderable 
debt. The Royalifl:s, he heard, had renewed their confpiracies, for a general 
infurrettion ; and Ormond was fecretly come over with a view of concerting 
meafures for the execution of this project. Lord Fairfax, Sir William Waller, 
and many heads of the Prefbyterians, had fecretly entered into the engagement. 
Even the army was infected with the general fpirit of di(content, and fome fud
dt::n and dangerous eruption was every moment to be dreaded from them. No 
hopes remained, after his violent breach with the lafl Parliament, that he would 
ever be able to eftablifh, with general confent, a legal fettlement, or temper the 
military with the rnixtme of any civil authority. All his arts and policy were ex
haufl:ed; and having fo often, by fraud and falfe pretences, deceived every party, 
and almofl: every individual, he could no longer hope, by repeating the fame 
profeflions, to meet \Vith equal confidence and regard. 

Ho\VEVER zed!ous the Royalifl:s, their confpiracy took not effetl: : Willis dif
eovered rhe whole to the Protector. Ormond was obliged to fly, and he deemed 
himfelf fortunate to have efcaped fo vigilant an adminiftration. Great numbers 
were thrown into prifon. An high court of j uftice was anew eretl:ed for the trial 
of fuch of the criminals, whofe guilt was moll apparent. Notwithfi:anding there
cognition of his authority by the laO: Parliament, the ProteCtor could not, as yet, 
truft to an unbyaffed jury. Sir Henry Slingfby, Dr. Heuet, were condemned and 
beheaded. Mordaunt, brother to the earl of Peterborow, very narrowly efcaped. 
The numbers for his condemnation and his acquital were equal; and juft as the 
fentence was pronounced in his favour, colonel Pride, who was refolved to con
demn him, came into the court. Afhton, Storey, and Befl:ley were hanged in dif
ferent fi:reets of the city. 

THE confpiracy of the Millenanans in the army ftruck Cromwel with fl:ill greater 
apprehenfions. Harriion and the other difcarded officers of that party could not 
remain at reft. Stimulated equally by revenge, by ambition, and by confcience, 
they ftill harboured in their mind fome defperate projeCt; ond there wanted not 
officers in the army, who, from like motives, were difpofed to fecond all their un
clertakings. The Levellers and Agitators had been encouraged by Cromwel to in
terpofe with their advice in all political deliberations ; and he had even pretended 
to honour many of them with his moft intimate friendf11ip, while he condutl:ed his 
daring enterprizes againfl: the King and the Parliament. It was an ufual practice with 
him, in order to familiarize himfelf the more with the Agitators, who were com~ 
monly corporals or ferjeants, to take them to hed with him, and there, after pray
ers and exhortations, to difcufs together their projetl:s and principles, political as 

S well 
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well as religious. Having affumed the dignity of Protetl:or, he excluded them from 
ail his councils, ~nd had neither leifure nor inclination to indulge them any farther 
in their wonted familiarities. Among thofe who were enraged at this alteration was 
Sexby; an aCtive Agitaror, who now employed againft him all that refi:lefs induftry 
which had formerly been exerted in his favour. He even went fo far as to enter 
into a negotiation with Spain ; and Cromwel, who knew the diftempers of the 
army, was juftly afraid of fome mutiny, to which a day, an hour, an inftant:J 
might provide leaders. 

OF affaffinations likewife he was apprehenlive, from the zealous fpirit, which 
atl:uated the foldiers. Sindercome had undertaken to murder him ; and by the mo(t 
unaccountable accidents had hitherto been prevented from executing his bloody 
purpofe. His defign was difcovered ; but the Protector could never find the 
bottom of the enterprize, nor detect any of his accomplices. He was tried by a 
jury; and notwithftanding the general odium attending that crime, notwith
ftanding the clear and full proof of his guilt, fo little conviCtion prevailed of th'! 
Protector's right to the fupreme government, it was with the utmoft difficulty t 
that this confpirator was condemned. When .every thing was prepared for his 
execution, he was found dead ; from poifon, as is fuppofed, which he had volun.,. 
tarily taken. 

THE Protector might better have fupported thofe fears and apprehenfions, which 
the public difternpers occafioned, had he enjoyed any domeilic fatisfaEtion, or 
poffeffed any cordial friend of his own famiiy, in whofe bofom he could fafely have. 
unloaded his anxious and corroding cares. But Fleetwood, his fon-in-law, aetu~ 
ated with the wildeft zeal, began to eftrange himfelf from him ; and was enraged to 
difcover, that Cromwel, in all his enterprizes, had entertained views of promoting 
his own grandeur, more than of encouraging piety and religion, of which he 
made fuch fervent profeffions. His eldeft daughter, married to Fleetwood, had 
adopted republican principles fo vehementj that fi1e could not with patience be
hold power lodged in a fingle perfon, even in her indulgent father. His other 

. daughters were no lefs prejudiced in favour of the royal caufe, and regretted 
the vio~ences and iniquities, into which, they thought, their family had fo un
happily been tranfported. But above all, the ficknefs of Mrs. Claypole, his pecu· 
liar favourite, a lady endued with every humane virtue and amiable accomplifh
ment, depreffed his anxious mind, and poifoned all his enjoyments. She had en· 
tertained an high regard for Dr. Heuer, lately executed; and being refufed his par
don, the melancholy of her temper, encreafed by her diftempered body) had 

i Thurloe, Vol. iv. p. 53, 

prom pte~ 
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prompted her to lament to her father all his fanguinary meafures7 and urge him 
to compunCl:ion for thofe heinous crimes, into which his fatal ambition had betray
ed him. Her death, which followed foon after, gave new edge to every word, 
which fhe had uttered. 

ALL compofure of mind was now for ever fled from the Protector : H.e found, 
that the grandeur, which he had attained, with fa much guilt and courage, could 
not enfure him that tranquillity, which it belongs to virtue alone and moderation 
fully to afcertain. Overwhelmed with the load of public affairs, dreading perpetu
ally f0me fatal accident in his difl:empered government, feeing nothing around him 
but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, polfeffing the confidence of no party, 
rdting his title on no principle, civil or religious, his power he found to depend on 
fa delicate a poize of faCl:ions and interefl:s, as the fmalleft event was able, without 
any preparation, in a moment to overturn. Death too, which, with fuch fignal 
intrepidity, he had braved in the field, being inceffantly threatened by the poniards 
of fanatical or interefted affaffins, was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfions, 
and haunted him in every fcene of bufinefs or repofe. Each acrion of his life be
trayed the terrors under which he laboured. The afpeCl:: of fl:rangers was uneafy to 
him : With a piercing and anxious eye he furveyed every face, to which he was not 
daily accuftomed. He never moved a ftep without ftrong guards attending him : 
He wore armour under his cloaths, and farther fecured himfelf by offenfive wea
pons, a fword, falchion, and pifl:ols, which he always carried about him. He re
turned from no place by the direCl: road, or by the fame way which he went. Every 
journey he performed with hurry and precipitation. Seldom he fiept above three 
nights together in the fame chamber: And he never let it be known beforehand 
what chamber he intended to choofe, nor entrufted himfelf in any, which was not 
provided with backdoors, at which fentinels were carefully placed. Society terri
fied him, while he refleCted on his numerous, unknown, and implacable enemies: 
Solitude aHonifhed him, by withdrawing that proteCl.ion, which he found fa ne
celfary for his fecurity. 

Sicknefs of His l::oc1y alfo, from the contagion of his anxious mind, began to be affef.l:ed; 
the Protector. and his heal~h feemed very fen!ibly to decline. He was feized with a flow fever,_ 

which changed into a tertian ague. For the fpace of a week, no dangerous fymp
toms appeared; and in the intervals of the fits he was able to walk abroad. At 
length, the fever encreafed, and he himfelf began to entertain fome thoughts of 
death, and to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, whore idea had once been 
intimately prefent to him ; tho' fince, in the hurry of affairs and the fho~k of wars 
and faCtions, it had, no doubt, been confiderably obliterated. He afked Goodwin, 
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<me of his preachers, if the doCtrine was true, that the elect could never fall or Chap. a. 
fuffer a final reprobation. " Nothing more certain," replied the preacher~ 1658. 

"' Then am I fafe,'' faid the Protector : " For I am fure that once I was in a 
<' ftate of grace." 

Hrs phyficians were fenfible of the perilous condition, to which his diftemper 
had reduced him : But his chaplains, by their prayers, vifions, and reve&tions, fo 
buoyed up his hopes, that he began to believe his life out of all danger. A favour
able anfwer, it was pretended, had been returned by heaven to the petitions of all 
the godly; and he relied on their affeverations much more than on the opinion of 
the moft experienced phyficians. " I tell you/' he cried with confidence to the 
latter, "I fhaH not die of this diftemper: I am well alfured of my recovery. It 
"' is promifed by the Lord) not only to my fupplications, but alfo to that of men 
" who hold a ftrit1er commerce and more intimate correfpondence with him. Y e 
" may have fkill in your profeffion; but nature can do more than all the phyficians 
c' in the world, and God is far above nature i-." Nay, to fuch a degree of madnefs 
did their enthufiaftic affurances mount, that upon a fall: day, which was obferved, on 
his account, both at Hampton Court and at Whitehall, they did not fo much pray 
for his health, as give thanks for the undoubted pledges, which they had received 
of his recovery. He himfelf was overheard offering up his addreffcs to heaven; 
and fo far had the i!lufions of fanaticifm prevailed over the plaineft dictates of na
tmal morality, that he affumed more the character of a mediator, in interceding 
for his people, than that of a criminal, whofe atrocious violation of facial duty 
had, from every tribunal, human and divine, merited the fevereft vengeance. 

MEANWHILE all the fymptoms began to wear a more fatal afpect; and the 
phyficians were obliged to break filence, and to declare that the Protector could 
not furvive the next fit, with which he was threatened. The council was alarmed. 
A deputation was fent to know his will with regard to his fucce1for. His fenfes were 
gone, and he could not now e}Cprefs his intentions. They afl{ed him whether he 
did not mean, that his eldefr fan, Richard, fhould fucceed him in the ProteCl:orihip. 
A fimple affirmative was, or feemed to be extorted from him. Soon after, on the 3d 
of September, that very day, which he had always confidered as the moft fortunate 
to him, he expired. A violent tempeft, which immediately fucceed~d his death, -· 
ferved as a fubjeB: of difcourfe to the vulgar. His partizans, as well as his oppo· Hls death) 

nents, were fond of remarking this event; and each of them endeavourecl, by 
forced inferences, to interpret it as confirmation of their particular prejudices. 

THE writers, attached to the memory of this wonderful perfon, make his cha- d .,_ 
an Cl!a-

raB:er, with regard to abilities, bear the air of the mofi extravagant panegyric: rat1cr. 

His enemies form fuch a reprefentation of his moral qualities as refembles.the mofi: 

t Bates: See alfo Thurloe, Vol. vii. p. 355, 416. 
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virulent invective. Both of them, it muft be confeffed, are fupported by fuch £hiking 
circumfrances in his conduCl: and fortune as bellow on their reprefentation a great air 
of probability. "What can be more extraordinary," it is faid*, "than that a perfon, 
" of private birth and education,_ no fortune, no eminent qualities of body, which 
" have fometimes, nor 1hining talents of mind, which have often raifed men to the 
" higheft dignities, fbould have the courage to attempt and the abili.ties to execute 
" fo extraordinary a defign, as the fubverting one of the moft antient and bell eftab
" lifbed Mon.uchies in the world? That he ihould have the power and boldnefs to 
" put his Prince and mafter to an open and infamous death? Should banifh that nu
,, merous aod ftrongly allied family ? Cover all thefe temerities under a feeming obe
" dience to a Parliament, in whofe fervice he pretended to be retained ? Trample 
" too upon that Parliament in their turn, and fcornfully expel them fo foon as they 
" gave him ground of diffatisfaCl:ion ? Erect in their place the dominion cf the 
" faints, and gave reality to the moft vifionary idea, which the heated imagination 
" of any fanatic was ever able to entertain? Supprefs again that monller in its in
" fancy, and openly fet up himfelf above all thiugs that ever were called fovereign 
H in England ? Overcome firft all his enemies by arms, and all his friends after· 
" wards by artifice ? Serve all parties patiently for a while, and command them 
"' viCl:oriouf1y at !aft ? Over- run each corner of the three nations, and fubdue with 
., equal felicity, both the riches of the fouth, and the poverty of the north ? Be 
" feared and courted by all fortign Princes, and be adopted a brother to the gods 
H of the earth ? Call together Parliaments with a word of his pen, and fcatter 
H them again with the breath of his mouth? Reduce to fubjection a warlike and 
H difcontented nation, by means of a mutinous army ?. Command a mutinous army 
H by means of feditious and factious offic:ers? Be humbly and daily petitioned, 
"' that he would be pleafed, at the rate of miilions a year, to be hired as mafter of 
'' thofe who had hired him before to be their fervant ? Have the eftates and lives 
~' of three nations as much at his difpofal as was once the little inheritance of his 
" father, and be as noble and liberal in the fpending of them ? And ]aftly (for 
" there is no end of enumerating every particular of his glory) with one word be
" queath all this power and fplendor to his pollerity ? Dye poifeffed of peace at 
" home and triumph abroad ? Be buried among kings, and with more than re
" gal folemnity ? And leave a name behind him not to be extinguilhed but with 
" the whole world ; which as it was too little for his praife, fo might it have 
" been for his conquefts, if the fhort line of his mortal life could have ftretched 
" out to the extent of his immortal deflgns ?'~ 

MY intention is not to disfigure this picture, drawn by fo mafterly a hand : I 
$hall only endeavour to remove from it fomewhat of the marvellous; a circum4 

* Cowley's Difcourfes: This paJTage is altered in fome particulars from the original. 
x fiance 
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ftance which, on all occafion!, gives much ground for doubt and fufpicion. It C~~·8:L 
feems to me, that the circumftance of Cromwel's life, in which his abilities are 
principally difcovered, is his rifing from a private ftation, in oppofition to fo many 
rivals, fo much advanced before him, to a high command and authority in the 
army. His great courage, his fignal military talents, his eminent dexterity and 
addrefs were all requifite for this important acquifition. Yet will not this promo-
tion appear the effeCt of fupernatural abilities, when we confider, that Fairfax him-
felf, a private geinleman, who had not the advantage of a feat in Parliament, had, 
thro' the fame fteps, attained even a fuperior rank, and, if endued with common 
capacity and penetration, had been able to retain it. To incite fuch an army tore-
bellion againft the Parliament, required no uncommon art or induftry: To have 
kept them in obedience had been the more difficult enterprize. When the breach 
was once formed between the military and civil powers, a fupreme and abfo!ute 
authority, from that moment, is devolved on the general ; and if he is afterwards 
pleafed to employ artifice or policy, it may be regarded, on mort occalions, as 
great condefcenfion, if not as a fuperfluous caution. That Comwel was ever able 
really to blind or over-reach, either the King or the Republicans, does not appear : 
As they poffe.ffed no means of re.fifting, the force under his command, they were 
glad to temporize with him, and, by feeming to be deceived, wait for opportunities 
of freeing themfelves fro!? his dominion. If he feduced the military fanatics, it 
is to be conGdered, that their intereft and his evidently concurred, that their igno
rance and low education expofed them t<? the groffefl: impofition, anJ that he him
felf was at bottom as frantic an enthufiaft as the worrc of them, and, in order to 
obtain their confidence, needed but to difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, 
which he had early acquired~ and on which he fet fo high a value. An army is 
fo forcible, and at the fame time fo coarfe a weapon, that any hand which wields 
it, may, without much dexterity, perform any operation, and attain any afcendant 
in human fociety. 

THE domeftic adminiftration of Cromwel, tho' it difcovers great ability, was 
conduCted without any plan either of liberty or·arbitrary power : Perhaps, his diffi
cult fituation admitted of neither. His foreign enterprizes, tho' full of intrepidity, 
were pernicious to national interefr, and feem more the refult of impetuous fury 
or narrow prejudices, than of cool foreGght and deliberation. An eminent per
fonage, however, he was in many refpeEl:s, and even a fuperior genius; but un
equal and irregular in his operations. And tho; not defeCtive in any talent, ex
cept that of elocution, the abilities, which in him were moft admirable, and which 
moft contributed to his marvellous fuccefs, were the magnanimous refolution of 
his enterprizes, and his peculiar dexterity in difcovering the characters, and prac
ti11ng on the weakneffes of mankind. 
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IF we furvey tRe moral charaCter of Cromwel with that indulgence, which is due
to the blindnefs and infirmities of the human fpecies, we fhall not be inclined to 

load his- memory with fu~h violent reproaches as thofe which his enemies ufually: 
throw upon it. Amidll the paffion and prejudices of that time, that he fhould pre
Fer the parliamentary to the· royal caufe, will not appear very. extraordinary ; fince,. 
even at prefent, many men offenfe and knowledge are difpofed.to think, that the 
queftion with regai'Cl to the j-ullice of the quarrel may be regarded as very doubt,. 
ful and ambiguous. The murder of the King, the moft atrocious of all his aCtions,_ 
was to him covered under a mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions; and 
it-is not impoilible, that he might believe it, as many others did, the moft merito.,. 
rious aCtion, which he could perform. H'is fubfequent ufurpation was the effeCt 
of neceffity, as well as of ambition ; nor is it eafy to fee, how the various faCtions 
could at that time have been reftrained, with-out a mixture ofmilitary and arbitrary 
authority. The private deportment of Cromwel, as a fon, a hu:lband, a father,. 
a friend, is expofed to no confiderable cenfure, if it does not rather merit praife~ 
And upon the whole, his character does not appear more extraordinary and un
ufual by the mixture of fo much abfurdity with fo much penetration, than by his 
tempering fuch violent ambition and fuch enraged fanaticifm with. fo much regard 
to juftice and humanity. 

CRoMWEL was in the fifty-ninth year of'his age when he died: He was. of a·-ro
buft frame of body, and of a manly, tho' not an agreeable afpect. He left only. 
two fons, Richard and Henry ; and three daughters; one married to general Fleet
wood, another to lord Falconbrige, a third to lord Rich. His father died when. 
he was- young. His mother lLved till after he was Protector;, and, contrary. w her 
orders, he buried her with great pomp in Weftminfter Abbey. She could not be 
perfuaded, that his power or perfon was ever in fecuritY:· At every noife, which, 
i11e heard, Jhe exclaimed, that her fon was murdered ; and was never fatisfied that 
he was alive, if· :fhe-did _not receive frequent vifits from him. She- was a decent 
woman ; and by. her frugality and induftry had raifed and educated a numerous. 
-family upon a·fmal1 fortune. She had even been obliged to fee up a brewery at 
Huntington, which.ilie managed to good ac!vanrage. Hence CromweJ~jn the 
invetl:ives ofthat age, is often ftigmatized with the name of the Brewer. Lud
low, by vvay of infult, mentions the great acceffion,_ which he would receive to. 
his royal revenues upon his mother's death, who pofi'effed a jointure of fixcy. 
pounds a year upon his eftate. She was of a good family-, ofthe name, ofStuarr ~, 
vemotely allied, as is-by fome fuppofed, to-the royal family. 
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CHAP. lit· 

Rt'chard acknowleged ProteE!or.-A Parliament.-Cabal q[Wallingford 
Houfe.-Richard depofed.-Long Parliament or Rump rejforedj 
--Confpiracy if the Royalijts.--InfurreClion.-Supprdfed.-
Parliament expelled.-Committee of Jafity.-Foreign Ajfoirs.-
General Monk.-Monk declares for the Parliament.-Parliament 
riflored.-Monk enters London.-Declares . .for a free Parliament .. 
-Secluded Members rejlored.-Long Parliament di.ffolved.-New· 
Parliament..-'I'he Rejloration.-Manners. and Arts •. 

A LL the arts of Cromwel's ·policy had been fo often· praefifed~ that they be.; 1 6s8~ 
gan to Jofe their effect; and his authority inftead of being confirmed by 

time and fuccefs:, feemed every day to become more uncertain and precarious~ 
His friends the moft clofely connected with him, and his connfeHors the moft· 
trufted, were entering into cabals againft his authority; and with all his penetra~ 
tion into the characters of men, he could not find any minifters, on whom he 
could rely. Men of ftritl: probity and honour, he knew, would not fubmit to be 
iufiruments of an ufurpation, violent and illegal : Thofe, who were free from the 
reftraint of principle, might betray, for intereft, that caufe, in which, from no bet-
ter motives, they had inlifted themfelves. Even thofe, on whom he conferred any 
favour, never efteemed the recompence fufficient for the facrifices, which they made 
to obtain it: Whoever was refufed any demand, juftified his anger by the fpecious 
colours of confcience and of duty. Such difficulties furrounded the Protector, that 
his dying at fo critical a time, is deemed by many the moft fortunate circumftance 
that ever attended him ; and it was thought, that all his courage and dexterit]l.-
could not much longer have extended his ufurped adminiftration~. 

BuT when that potent hand was removed, which conduCted the gcvernment~, 
every one expeCted a fudden diffolution of the unweildy and ill-jointed fabric. 
RichJrd, a young man of no experience, educated in the country, accuftomed to a 
retired life, unacquai11ted with the officers and unknown to them, recommend: .. 
ed by no military exploits, endeared by no familiarities, could not long, it was 
thought, mJintain that authority" which his father had acquired by fo many valoriolo 

a.u~ 
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Ch lii ous atchievements, and fuch fignal fucceffes. And when it was obferved, that he ap. • 
t658. poffdfed only the virtues of private life, which in his firuation were fo many vices; 

Richard -ac
knowleged 
ProteCtor. 

that indolence, incapacity, irrefolution attended his facility and good nature ; the 
various hope of men were excited by the e'Xpectation of fome great event or revo
lution. For fome time, however, the public v;:,a.s difappointed in this opinion. The 
council recognized the fucceffion of Richard : Fleetwood, in whofe favour, it was 
fuppofed, Cromwel had formerly made a will, renounced all claim or pretenfion to 
the Protetl:orthip: Henry, Richard's brother, who governed Ireland with great 
popularity, enfured him the obedience of that kingdom: Monk, whofe authority 
was well dl:ablifhed in Scotland, being much atta:hed to his family, immediately 

, proclaimed the new Protector~ The army, every where, the fleet, acknowleged 
his title: Above ninety addreifes, from the counties and moft confiderable corpora
tions, congratulated him on his acceffion, in all the terms· of dutiful ~llegiance: 
Foreign minifters were forward in paying him the ufual .compliments: And Rich
ard, whofe moderate, unambitious charatl:er, never would have led him to contend 
for empire, was tempted to accept of fo rich a fucceffion, which feemed to be 
tendered to him, by the confent of all mankind. 

IT was found neceifary to call a Parliament, in order to furnilh fupplies, both 
for the ordinary adminiftration, and for fulfilling thofe engagem,ents with foreign 

AParliament. Princes, partic-ularly Sweden, into which the !aft Protector had enter~d. In hopes 
of obtaining great influence on elections, the antient right was reftored to all the 
fmall burroughs; and the counties were allowe~ no more than their accuftomed 
members. The Haufe of Peers or the other Haufe confifl:ed of the fame perfons, 
who had been nominated by Oliver. 

;-th of Janu- ALL the Commons, at firft, figned W!thout hefitation an engagement not to alter 
ary. the prefent government. They next proceeded to examine the Humble Petition 

and Advice; and after great oppofition and many vehement difputes, it \vas, at 
}aft, with much difficulty, carried by the court-party to confirm it. An acknow
legement teo of the authority of the other Haufe was extorted from them ; tho' 
it was refolved not to treat this houfe of Peers with any greater refpect than they 
fuould return to the Commons. A declaration was alfo made, that the eftablifh
ment of the other Haufe fhould no way prejudice the right of fuch of the antient 
peers as had, from the beginping of the war, adhered to the Parliament. In al} 
parliamentary tranfacbon~, the oppofition among the commons was fo confiderabloe, 
and the debates were fo prolonged, as much-retarded all bufinefs, and gave great 
alarm to the partizans of the young ProteCtor. 

BuT there was another quarter from which greater dangers were juftly appre
hended. The mofl: confiderable officers of the army, and even Fleetwood, bro-,_ 

ther 



T H E C 0 M M 0 N W E A L T H. 

ther in law to the ProteCtor, were entering into cabals againft him: No charaCter Chap. II~ 

in human fociety is more dangerous than that of the Fanatic ; becaufe, if attended 1659· 

with weak judgment, he is expo fed to the fuggefiions of others ; if fupported by 
more difcernment, he is entirely governed by his own illuGons, which fanctify his 
moft felfifh views and paffions. Fleetwood was of the former fpecies ; and being 
extremely addiCted to a Republic and even to the Fifth Monarchy or dominion of 
the faints, it was eafy for thofe, who had infinuated themfelves into his confidence, 
to inftil difgufts againft the dignity of Protetl:or. The whole Republican party 
in the army, which were ftill conGderable, Fitz, Mafon, Mofs, Farley, united 
themfelves to that general. The officers too of the fame party, whom Cromwel 
had difcarded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich, Okey, Alured, began to appear, and to 
recover that authority, which had bten only for a time fufpended. A party like-
wife, who found themfelves eclipfed in Richard's favour, Sydenham, Kelfey, 
Berry, Haines, joined the cabal of the others. Even Deihorow, the Protector's 
tmcle, lent his authority to that faCtion. But above all, the intrigues of Lam-
bert, who was now rouzed fro~ his ,retreat, inflamed all thefe dangerous hu-
mours, and threatened the nation with fome great convulfion. All the difcon-
tented officers eftablifhed their meetings at Fleetwood's lodgings ; and becaufe 
he dwelt in Wallingford houfe, the party received a denomination from that Cabal of 

place. Wall!ngfo;:d 
Houle, 

RicHARD, who poffeffed neither refolution nor penetration, was prevailed with 
to give an tll1guarde~ confent for calling a council of gener~l officers, who might 
make him propofals, as they pretended, for the good of the army. No fooner 
were they affembled than they voted a Remonfrrance. They there lamented, that 
the good old caufe, as they termed it, that is, the caufe, for which they had en
gaged againft the King, was entirely neglected; and they propofed as a remedy, 
that the whole military .power, the command of the armies, fuould be entrufted 
to fame perfon, in whom they might all confide. The city militia, influenced 
by two aldermen, Tichburn and Ireton, expreffed the fame refolution of adhering 
to the good old caufe. 

THE ProteCtor was very juftly alarmed at thofe movements among the offi
cers. 'The perfons, in whom he chiefly confided, were all of them, excepting 
Broghill, men of civil charaCters and profeffions ; Fiennes, Thurloe, Whitlocke, 
Wolfeley ; who could only affift him with their advice a.nd opinion. He pofieffed 
none of thofe arts, which were proper to gain an enthufiaftic army. Murmurs 
being thrown out againft fome promotions, which he had made, Would you have 
m~, faid he, prifer none J;ut the godly? Here is Dick bgoldjby, continued he, who 
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C..• rri can neither prav nor preach·, yet will l trun him be~'oreye all*. This imprudence M.p. t • :/ 'J" J' 
1659· gave great offence to the pretended faints. The Qther ·qualities of the ProteCtor 

were laudable : He was of a gentle, humane, and generous difpofition. Some 
of his party offering to put an end to thefe intrigues by the death of Lambert, if 
l1e would give them authority, he declared, that he would not purchafe power or 
dominion by fuch fanguinary meafures. 

THE Parliament was no lefs alarmed at the military cabals. They voted, that 
there fhould be no meeting or general council of officers without the Protector's 
confent, or by his orders. This vote brought affairs immediately to a rupture. 
The officers hafl:ened to Richard, .and demanded of him the diffolution of the Par
liJment. Defborow, a man of a clownifh and brutal nature, threatened him if he 
ihould refufe. The ProteCtor wanted the refolution to deny, and poffeffed little 

zzd of April. abil.ity to refift. The Parliament was diffolved; and by the fame act the Pro
Richard de- reCtor was by every one confidered as effeCtually dethroned. Soon after, he figned 
poled. his difmiffion in form. 

HENRY, the deputy of Ireland, was endowed with the fame moderate difpo
fition as Richard; but as he enjoyed more vigour and capacity, it was appre
hended, that he might make refiftance. His popularity in Ireland was great ; 
and even his perfomtl authority, notwithftanding his youth, was conGderable. Had 
his ambition been very eager, he had, no doubt, been able to create diil:urbance: 
But being threatened by Sir Hardrefs Waller, Colonel John Jones, and other 
officers, he very quietly refigned his command, and retired to England. He had 
once entertained thoughts, which he had not refolution to execute, of proclaiming 
the King in Dublin t. 

THus fell, fuddenly and from an enormous height, but, by a rare fortune, 
without any hurt or injury, the family of the Cromwels. Richard continued to 
poffefS an eftate, which was very moderate, and burthened too with a large debt, 
which he had contraCted for the interment of his father. After the reftoration, 
tho' he remained unmolefted, he thought proper to travel for fome years ; and at 
Pezenas in Languedoc he was introduced~ under a borrowed name, to the Prince of 
Conti. That Prince, talking of EnglHh affairs, broke out into admiration of 
Cromwel's courage and capacity. " But as for that poor pitiful fellow, Richard," 
faid he, " what has be.come of him? How could he be fuch a blockhezd as to 
" reap no greater benefit from all his father's crimes and fucceffes ?" Richard 
extended his peaceful and quiet life to an extr~me old age, and died not till the 
latter end of ~een Anne's reign. His focial virtues, more valuable than the 

• Ludlow. t Carte's ColleCli&ns, vol. ii. p. Z43• 
greateft 
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I'Yreateft capacity, met with a recompence, more precious than noify fame and Chao. IlL 
b {659· 
more fuitable, contentment and tranquillity. 

THE council of officers, now poffeffed of fupreme authority, deliberated what 
form of government they fhould eftabli!h. Many of them feemed inclined to 
exercife the power of the fword in the moft open manner: But as it was appre
hended, that the people would with great difficulty be induced to pay taxes, levied 
by arbitrary will and pleafure; it was agreed to preferve the fhadow of civil admi. 
niftration, and revive the long Parliament, which had been,expelled by Cromwel. 
They could not be diffolved, it was afferted, but by their own confent; and vio
lence had interrupted, but was not able to deftroy, their right to government. 
The officers alfo expected, that as thefe members had fufficiently felt their own 
weaknefs, they would be. contented to act in fubordination to the military com
manders, and would thenceforth allow all the authority to remain where the power 
was fo vifibly vefted. 

THE officers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, and propofed to him, that the Par
liament fhould refume their feats. Lenthal was a man of a low and timid fpirit ; 
and being uncertain what iffue might attend thefe councils, was defirous of evad
ing the propofal. He replied, that he could by no means comply with the defire of 
the officers; being engaged in a bufinefs of far greater importance to himfelf, which 
he could not omit on any account, becaufe it concerned the falvation of his own foul. 
The officers preffed him to know what it might be. He was preparing, he faid, 
to participate ·of the Lord's Supper, which he refolved to take the next fabbath day. 
They inGfted, that mercy was preferable to facrifice, and that he could not better 
prepare himfelf for that great duty, than by contributing to the pubiic good. All 
their remonftrances had no effect. However, on the appointed day, the fpeaker, 
being informed, that a quorum of the Haufe was likely to meet, thought proper, 
notwithftanding the falvation of his foul, as Ludlow obferves, to join them ; and 
the Houfe. immediately proceeded upon bufinefs. The fecluded members at
tempted, but in vain, to refume their feats among them. 

THE numbers of this Parliament were very fmall, little exceeding forty mem-
b Th . h ' · h · fi h ' d b d b Lo,J~ p,,r. ers: e1r aut onty 1n t e natwn, ever mce t ey na een purge y the army, lJam'ent or 

was extremely diminifhed; and after their expulGon, had been totally annihilated: Rump re

But being all of them men of violent ambition; fome of them men of experience fiord. 

and capacity ; they were refolved, fince they enjoyed the title of the fupreme au-
thority, and obferved that fome appearance of a Parliament was requifite for the 
purpofes of the army, not to act a fubordinate part to thofe who acknowleged 
themfelves their fervants. They chofe a council, in which they took care that 
the officers of Wallingford Houfe fuould not be the majority : They appointed 

:V ot. VI. 0 Fle::t· 
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Ch III Fleetwood to be lieutenant-general, but inferted in his commiffion, that it ihould ap. . 
1659. only continue during the pleafure of the Houfe: They chofe feven perfons, who 

.ihould nominate to fuch commands as became vacant : And they voted, that all 
commiffions fhould be received from the fpeaker, and be figned by him in the 
name of the Parliament. Thefe precautions, the tendency of which was vifible, 
gave great difguft to the general officers ; and their difcontent would have broke 
out into fome refolution, fatal to the Parliament, had it not been checked by ap-· 
prehenfions of danger from the common enemy. 

THE bulk of the nation confifi:ed of Royalifts and Prefbyterians; and to both 
thefe parties the dominion of the pretended Parliament had ever been to the lalt 
degree odious. When this Parliament was expelled by Cromwel, contempt had 
fucceeded to hatred ; and no referve had been ufed in expreffing the utmoft derifion 
againll: the impotent ambition of thefe ufurpers. Seeing them reinfl:ated in autho
rity, all orders of men felt the h ighefr indignation ; together with apprehenfions 
lefi: fuch tyrannical rulers fhould exert their power in taking vengeance upon their 
enemies, by whom they had been fo openly infulted. A fecret reconcilement 
therefore, was made between the rival parties; and it was agreed, that, laying afide 
former enmities, all efforts fbould be ufed for the overthrow of the Rump : For 
fo they called the Parliament, in allufion to that part of the animal body. The 
Prefbyterians, fenfible, from experience, that their paffion for liberty, however 
laudable, had carried them into unwarrantable extremes, were willing to lay 
aft de former jealoufies, and, at al1 haza~ds, to reftore the royal family. The nobi'i' 
lity, the gentry bent their mall: paffianate endeavours to the fame enterprize, by 
which alone they could be redeemed from £lavery. And no man was fo remote 
from party, fo indifferent to public good, as not to feel the rnoft ardent willies, 
for the diffolution of that tyranny, which, whether the civil or the military part 
of it be confidered, was equally oppre!TJve and ruinous to the nation. 

Confpiracy of MoR DAUNT, who had fo narrowly efcaped on his trial, before the High Court 
the Royalifts. of J uftice, feemed rather animated than daunted with pall: danger ; and having, 

by his refolute behaviour, obtained the highefi: confidence of the royal party, he 
was now become the center of all their confpiracies. In many counties, a refoq 
lution was taken to rife in arms. Lord Willonghby of Parham and Sir Horatio 
Towniliend undertook to fecure Lynne; General Maffey engaged to feize Glocef
ter; Lord Newport, Littleton, and other gemlemen confpired to take poffewon 
of Shrewfbury; Sir George Booth of Chefl:er; Sir Thomas Middleton of North
Wales; Arundel, Pollard, Granville, Trelawney, of Plymouth and Exeter. A 
clay was appointed for the execution of all thefe enterprizes. And the King, attended 
by the Duke of York, had arrived !ccretly at Calais, with a refollltion of putting 

him felt' 

0 
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himfelf at the head of his loyal fubjeB:s. The French had promifed to fupply him Chap. Iff. 
with a fmall body of forces, in order to countenance the infurreCtions of the Englifh. r6s9· 

Tars combination was difconcerted by the infidelity of Sir Richard Willis. That 
traitor continued with the Parliament the fame correfpondence, which he had begun 
with Cromwel. He had engaged to reveal all Confpiracies, fo far as to deftroy 
their effeCt; but referved to himfelf, if he pleafed, the power of concealing the 
confpirators. He took care never to name any of the old, genuine cavaliers, who 
had zealouily adhered, and were refolved fiill to adhere, to the royal caufe in every 
fortune. Thefe men he efteemed; thefe he even loved. He betrayed only the 
new converts among the Prefbyterians, or fuch lukewarm Royalifts, as, difcou
raged with their difappointments, were refolved to expofe themfelves to no more 
hazards. A li,·ely proof, how impoffible it is, even for the mofi: corrupted minds, 
to diveft themfelves of all regard to morality and facial duty! 

MANY of the confpirators in the different counties were thrown into prifon: July. 
Others, aftonifhed at fuch fymptoms of fecret treachery, left their houfes or re-
mained quiet: The moft tempeftuous weather prevailed during the whole time InfurreCl:ioR. 

appointed for the rendezvous ; infomuch that fome found it impoffible to join 
their friends, and others were difmayed with fear and fuperftition at an incident 
fo unufual during the fummer feafon. Of all the projects, the only one which 
took effeB: was that of Sir George Booth for the feizing Chefter. The earl of 
Derby, lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, Colonel Morgan took part in his 
enterprize. Sir William Middleton joined him with fame troops from North 
Wales ; and the infmgents were powerful enough to fubdue all in that neighbour-
hood, who ventured to oppofe them. In their declaration they made no mention 
of the King: They only demanded a free and full Parliament. 

THE Rump were jufily alarmed. How combuftible the materials were, they 
well knew ; and the fire was now fallen among them. Booth was of a family emi-
nent! y prefbyterian ; and his conjunCtion with the Royalifts they regarded as a 
moil dangerous fymptom. They had many officers, whofe fidelity they could 
more depend llpon than that of Lambert: But there was no one in whofe vigilance 
and capacity they repofed fuch confidence. They commiffioned him to fupprefs 
the infurgent~. He made incredible haile. Booth imprudently ventured himfelf 
out of the walls of Chefter, and expofed, in the open field, his raw troops againft 
thefehardy veterans. He was foon routed and taken prifoner. His whole party were Suppreff'eJ. 

difperfed. And the Parliament had no farther occupation than to fill all the prifons 
with their open or fecret enemies. Defigns were even entertained of tranfporting 
the loyal families to Barbadoes, Jamaica, and the other colonies, Jefl: they fhould 
propagate in England children of the fame malignant affeCtions with themfelves. 

0 2 Tms 
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Tars fuccefs haftened the ruin ·of the Parliament. Lambert, at the head ofa 
body of troops, was no lefs dangerous to them than Booth. A thoufand pounds, 
which they fent him to buy a jewel, were employed by him in liberalities to his offi
cers. At his infl:igation they drew up a petition, and tranfmitted it to Fleetwood, 
a weak man, and an honeft, if fincerity in folly deferves that honourable name. 
The import of this petition was, that Fleetwood fhould be made commander in 
chief, Lambert major-general, Defborow lieutenant-general of the horfe, ·Monk 
major-general of the foot. To which, a demand was added, that no officer ihould 
be difmiffed from his command but by a court-martial. 

THE Parliament, alarmed at the danger, immediately cafhiered Lambert, Def
borow, Berry, Clarke, Barrow, Kerfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig propofed 
the impeachment of Lambert for high treafon. Fleetwood's commiffion was 
vacated, and the command of the army was vefted in feven perfons, of whom that 
General was one. The Parliament voted, that they would have no more general 
officers. And they declared it high treafon to levy any money without confent of 
Parliament. 

BuT thefe votes were feeble weapons in oppofition to the fwords of the foldiery. 
Lambert drew fome troops together, in order to decide the controverfy. Okey, 
who was leading his regiment to the affiftance of the Parliament, was deferted by 
them. Morley and Mofs brm1ght their regiments into Palace-Yard, refolute to 

13th of OE!o- oppofe the violence of Lambert. But that artful general knew an eafy way of 
her. difappointing them. He placed his foldiers in the fl:reets which led ro Weil:minfter
Parliament Hall. When the fpeaker came in his coach, he ordered the horfes to be turned, 
expelled. and very civilly condacted him home. The other members were in like manner 

intercepted. And the two regiments in Palace-Yard, finding themfelves expo fed 
to derifion, peaceably retired to their quarters. A very little before this bold en
terprize, a folemn fafl: had been kept by the army ; and it is remarked, that this 
ceremony was the urual prelude to every fignal violence which they committed. 

THE officers found themfelves again invefl:ed with fuprem:: authority, of which 
they intended for ever to retain the fubftance, however they might beftow on 

.t.6.h of Octo- others the empty fhadow or appearance. They cle.:ted a committee of twenty-three 
ber. perfons, of whom fcven were officers. There they pretended to i<~vefl: with fove
Committee 0 rreign authority; and called them a Committee of Safety. They fpoke every where 
Safery. of fummoning a Parliament, chofen by the people; but they really took fome 

fieps towards affembling a military Parliament, compofed of officers, eleCted from 
every regiment in the fervice -*. Throughout the three kingdoms there prevailed 
nothing but the melancholy fears, to the nobility and gentry, of a bloody maffacre 

* Ludl<l.w. 

and 
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and extermination ; to the reft of the people, of perpetual fervitude, beneath 
thofe fantl.ified robbers, whofe union and whofe divifions would be equally de

ftruB:ive; and who, under pretence of fuperior illuminations, would foon extirpate, 

if poffible, all private morality, as they had already all public law and juftice, 
from the Britifh dominions. 

DuRING the time that England continued in this diftraB:ed condition, the 

other kingdoms of Europe were haftening towards a compofure of thofe diffe-

Chap. nr. 
x6s9• 

rences, by which they had fo long been agitated. The Parliament, while it pre- Foreign af

ferved authority, inl1ead of following the deftruB:ive politics of Cromwel, and fairs. 

]ending affiftance to the conquering Swede, embraced the prudent maxims of the 
Dutch Commonwealth, and refolved, in conjunCtion with that State, to 111ediate 

by force of arms an accommodation between the northern crowns. Montague 
was fent with a fquadron to the Baltic, and carried wi[h him as ambaffador 
Algernon Sidney, tl~e famous Republican. Sidney found the Swedi!h Monarch 

employed in the fiege of Copenhagen, the capital of his enemy ; and was highly 
p1eafed, that, with a Roman arrogance, he could check the progrefs of royal 
victories, and difplay in fo fignal a man.f1er the fuperiority of freedom above ty-
ranny. With the higheft indignation, the ambitious Prince was obliged to fub-
mit to the imperious mediation of the two Commonwealths: " 'Tis cruel," faid 
he, '' that laws fhould be prefcribed me by parricides and pedlars." But his 
whole army was enclofed in an iflarid, and might be Jlarved by the combined 
fquadrons of England and Holland. He was obliged therefore to quit his prey, 
when he had fo nearly got poffeffion of it; and having agreed to a pacification 
with Denmark, retired into his own country, where he foon after died. 

THE wars between France and Spain were alfo concluded by the treaty of the 
Pyrenees. Thefe bloody animofities had long been carried on between the rival 
ftates, even while governed by a filler and brother, who cordially loved and ef
temed each other. B.:t politics, which had fo long prevailed over thefe friendly 
affeCtions, now at laft yielded to their influence; and never was the triumph 
more full and complete. The Spanifh Low Countries, if not every part of 
that 1\1onarchy, lay almoft entirely at the mercy of its enemy. Broken ar
mies, difordei·ed finances, Oow and irrefo1ute councils; by thefe refources alone 
were the difperfed provinces of Spain defended againft the vigorous power of 
France. But the ~een Regent, anxious for the fate of her brother, em. 
played her authority with the cardinal to fl:op the progrefs of the French 
conquefts, and put an end to a quarrel, which, being commenced by ambition, 
and attended with victory, was at laft concluded with moderation. The young 

Monarch of France, tho' afpiring and warlike in his character, was at this time 

entirely 
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entirely occupied in the pleafures of lave and gallantry, and had paffively re· 
figned the reins of the empire in the hands of his politic minifter. And he re· 
mained an unconcerned fpeCtator; while an opportunity for conqueft was parted 
with, which he never was able, during the whole courfe of his active reign, fully 
to retrieve. 

THE miniflers of the two crowns, Mazarine and Don Louis de Haro, met at 
the foot of the Pyreoees, in the Ifle of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed to 
belong to neither kingdom. The negotiation being brought to an iffue by fre

quent conferences between the minifters, the Monarchs themfelves agreed to a con
·grefs; and thefe two fplendid courts appeared in their full luftre amidft thofe fa. 
vage mountains. Philip brought his daughter, Mary Therefe, along with him; 
and giving her in marriage to his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement by this 
new tye the incompatible interefl:s of the two monarchies. The French King 
made a ;'olcmn renounciation of every fucceffion, which might accrue to him in 
right of his fpoufe; a vain formality, too weak to reftrain the ungoverned am,
hition of Princes. 

THE affairs of England were in fa great diforder, that it was not poffible to 
comprehend that kingdom in the treaty, or adj!lfl: meafures wjth a power, which 
was in fuch inceffant fluCtuation. The King, reduced to defpair by the failure of 
all enterprizes for his refl:oration, was refolved to try the weak refource of foreign 
fuccours; and he went to the Pyrenees at the time when the two minifters were in 
the midfl: of their negotiations. Don Louis received him with that generous civi
lity, peculiar to his nation; and expreffed great inclina_tion, had the low condition 
of Spain allowed him, to give affifl:ance to the diftreffed Monarch. The cautious 
Mazarine, pleading the alliance of France with the Englifh Commonwealth, re
ft;~[ed even to fee him; and tho' it is pretended, that the King offaed to marry the 
Cardinal's niece, he could, for the prefent, obtain nothing but empty profeffions 
of refpecc and proteftations of fervice. The condition of that Monarch, to all 
the world, feemed totally defperate. His friends had been baffled in every attempt 
for his fervice: The fcaffold had often ftreamed with the blood of the moft active 
Royalifts: The fpirits of many were broke with tedious imprifonments: The ef
tates of all were burthened by the fines and connfcations which had been levied 
from them: None durfl: openly avow themfelves of that party: And fo [mall did 
their number feem to a fup~rficial view, that even !hould the nation recover its li
berty, which was elleemed nowife probable, it was judged uncertain what form of 
grwernment it would embrace. But ami~lt1 all thefc g'oomy profpects, fortune, 
bj a furprizing revolution, was now paving the way for the King to mount in 

peace 
8 
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Peace and triumph the throne of his anceftors. It was by the prudence and Ch rrr ~p.. • 
loyalty of general Monk, that this happy change was at !aft accomplilhed. 1659· 

GEORGE MoNK, to whom the fate was referved of re-eftablifhing monarchy, General 

and finilhing the bloody diffentions of the three kingdoms, was the fecond fon of a Monk. 

family in Devonfhire, antient and honourable, but lately, from too great hofpita-
lity and expence, fomewhat fallen to decay. He betook himfelf very early in his 
youth, to the profefiion of arms ; and was engaged in the unfortunate expeditions 
to Cadiz and the Ine of Rhe. After England had conduded peace with all its 
neighbours, he fought military experience in the Low Countries, the great fchool 
of war to all the European nations ; and he rofe to the command of a company 
under lord Goring. This company confifl:ed of 200 men, of whom a hundred 
were volunteers, Qften gentlemen of family and eftate, fometimes noblemen, who 
lived upon their own fortunes in a fplendid manner. Such a military turn at that 
time prevailed among the Englifh. 

WHEN the found of war was firft heard in this ifiand, Monk returned to Eng
land, partly deiirous of promotion in his native country, partly difgufted with fome 
ill ufage from the States, of which he found r~afon to complain. Upon the Scots 
pacification, he was employed by the earl of Leicefter againft the Irilh rebels ; 
and having obtained a regiment, was foon taken notice of~ for his military :fkill 
and for his calm and deliberate valour. Without oftentation, expence, or care.ITes,. 
merely by his humane and equal temper, he gained the good-will of all the fol· 
diery; and with a mixture of familiarity and affection, they ufually calleJ him bonfjt 
George Monk ; an honourable appellation, which they il.ill continued to him, even 
during his greateft elevation. He was remarkable for his moderation in party ; and 
while all around him were enflamed into rage againft the oppofite faction, he fell 
under fufpicion from the candour and tranquility of his behaviour. When the Irifu 
army was called over into England, furmifes of this kind had been fo far credited~ 
that he had even been fufpended from his command, and ordered to Oxford, that 
he might anfwer the charge laid againft him. His eftabli!hed character for rrutl1 
and fincerity here ftood him in great ftead ; and upon his earneft proteftations 
and delarations, he was foon reftored to his regiment, which he joined at the fiege: 
of Nantwich. The very next day after his arrival, Fairfax attacked and defeated 
the Royalifts, commanded by Biron ; and took colonel Monk prifoner. He wa$ 
fent to the Tower, where he endured, above two years, all the rigors of poverty 
and confin~ment. The King, however, was fo mindful as to fend him, notwith~ 
ftanding his own difficulties, a prefent of 100 guineas; but it was not till after 
the Royalifts were totally fubdued, that he recovered his liberty. Monk, how
ever difrrdfed, had always refufed the moft inviting offers from the Parliament~ 

But 
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But Cromwel, fenfible of his merit, having engaged him to engage in the wars 
againft the Irifh, who were confidered as rebels both by King and Parliament ; he 
was not unwilling to repair his broken fortunes by accepting a command, which, . 
he flattered himfelf, was reconcilable to the ftriCl:eft principles of honour. Having 
once engaged with the Parliament, he was obligeJ to obey orders ; and found 
himfelf neceffitated to fight both againft the Marquefs of Ormond in Ireland, and 
againft the King himfelf in Scotland. U pan the reduction of this !aft kingdom, 
Monk was left with th~ fupreme command; and by the equality and juftice of his 
adminiftration he was able to give contentment to that refilef~ people, now reduced 
to fubjeCl:ion by a nation whom the; hated. No lefs acceptable was his authority 
to the officers and foldiers ; and forefeeing, that the good will of the army under 
his command might fame time be of great fervice to him, he had, with much care 
and fuccefs, cultivated their friendihip. 

THE connexions, which he had formed with CromweJ, his benefactor, pre. 
ferved him fai~hful to Richard, who had been enjoined by his father to follow 
in every thing the direCtions of general Monk. When the long Parliament was 
reftored, Monk, who was not prepared for oppofition, acknowledged their autho-

.· rity, and was continued in his command, from which it would not have been fafe 
to attempt the diilodging him. After the army had expelled the Parliament, he 
protefted againft the violence, and refolved, as he pretended, to vindicate their in

Monk ae- vaded privileges. Deeper defigns, either in the King's favour or his own, were 
clares for the from the beginnil)g fufpeCl:ed to be the motive of his aCtions. 
Parliament. d r. br..IL • A RIVALSHIP ha long ru riaed between h1rn and Lambert: and every body 

faw the reafon why he oppofed himfelf to the advancement of that ambitious ge
neral, by whofe fuccefs his own authority, he knew, would foon be fubverted. 
But little friendfhip had ever been maintained between him and the parliamentary 
leaders; and it feemed nowife probable, that he intended to employ his indufrry 
and fpend his blooj for the advancement of one enemy above another. How 
c:arly he entertained defigns for the King's reftoration, we know not with cer
tainty: It is likely, that, as foon as Richard was depofed, he forefaw, that, 
without fuch an expedient, it would be impoffible ever to bring the nation to a 
regular fettlement. His elder and younger brothers were entirely devoted to the 
royal caufe: The Granvilles, his near relations, and all the refl: of his kindred, 
were in the fame intereft : He himfelf was intoxicated with no fumes of enthu
fiafm, and had maintained no connexions with any of the fanatical tribe. His 
early engdgements had been with the King, and he had left that fervice without 
receiving any difguft from the royal family. Since he had inlifted himfelf with 
the oppofite party, he had been guilty of no violence or rigor, which might ren-

der 



·.oer 'him obnoxious. His·return, therefore, ·to loyalty was eafy and open ; 11nd 
nothing could be fuppofed to ·counterbalance his natural propenfity to that mea· 

·fure, .except the views of his own elevation, and the profpeB: of ufurping the 
fame,grandeur and authority, which had been affumed by Cromwel. But from 
fuch exorbitant, if not impoffible projeCts, the natural tranquillity and modera
tion of his temper,· the calmnefs and folidity of his genius, and his limited capa
city, not to mention his age, now upon the decline, feem to have fet him at a 
great diftance. · Cromwel himfelf, he always afferted *, could not long have 
·maintained his ufurpation.; and any:other perfon, even equal to him in genius, it 
was obvious, would now find it more difficult to .prattife arts, of which every 
one, from experience~ was .fufficiently aware. It is more agreeable, therefore, to 
reafon as well as candor to fuppofe, that Monk, fo foon as he put himfelf in 
movement, had entertained views of effectuating the King's retloration.; nor 
ought any-objeCtions, derived from his _profound filence even to Charles himfelf, 
be regarded as confiderable. His temper was naturally referved, his circumftances 
required diffimulation, the King he knew was furrounded with fpi~s and traitors; 
and upon the whole it feems hard to interpret that conduCt, which ought to ex
alt our idea ofhis prudence, as a difparagement of his probity. 

SIR John Granville, hoping that the general would engage in the King's fer
vice. fent into Scotland his younger brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, who car
ried him a lett.er and invitation from the King. When the doCtor arrived, he 
found, .that his brother was then holding a council of-officers, and was not to be 
feen for ,fome ·hours. .In the mean time, he was received and entertained by 
Price, the ,general's chaplain, a man of probity, as well as a partizan of the 
King~s. The doCtor having an entire confidence in 'the chaplain, talked very 
freely with him about the objeCt of his journey, and engaged him, if there fhould 
be occafion, to fecond his applications. At ]aft, the general arrives ; the bro
thers embrace; and after fome preliminary converfation, the doCtor opens his 
bufinefs. Monk interrupts him to know, whether he had ever before to any 
body mentioned the fubjeet of his journey. " To no body," replied his bro
ther, " but to Price, whom I know to be entirely in your confidence/' The ge
neral, altering his countenance, changed the difcourfe ; and would enter into no 
·farther confidence with him, but fent him away with the firft opportun:ry. He 
·would not truft his own brother the moment he knew that he had difclofed t~ 
{ecret; tho' to a man whom he himfelf could have trufted t, 

* Gumble's life of Monk, p. 93· 

t Lord Lanfdown's defence of general Monk. 
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His conduB: in all other particulars was full of the fame referve and prudence;:. 
-and no lefs was requifite for effeB:ing the difficult work which he had undertaken. 
All the officers in his army, of whom he entertained any fufpicion, he immedi
ately ca!hiered: Cobbet, who had been fent by the Committee of Safety, under 
pretence of communicating their refolutions to Monk, but really with a view of 
debauching his army, he committed to cufl:ody : He drew together the feveral 
fcattered regiments: He fummoned an affembly, fomewhat refembling a conven
tion of efl:ates in Scotland ; and having communicated his refolurion of march~ 
ing into England, he received from them a feafonable, tho' no great fupply of 
money. 

HEARING that Lambert was advancing northward with his army, Monk fent 
.Cloberry and two other commiffioners to London with large profeffions of his 
inclination to peace, and with offers of terms for an accommodation. His chief 
aim was to obtain delay, and relax the preparations of his enemits. The Com
mittee of Safety fell into the fnare. A treaty was figned by the commiffioners ; 
but Monk refufed to ratify it, and complained that his commiffioners had exceed~ 
ed their powers. He defired however to enter into a new negotiation at N ewcafl:le. 
The Committee willingly accepted this fallacious offer. 

MEANWHIL_E thefe military fovereigns found thernfelves furrounded on all hands 
-with inextricable difficulties. The nation had fallen into a total anarchy ; and 
by refufing the payment of all taxes, reduced the army to the greatefl: neceffities. 
While Lambert's forces were affembling at Newcafl:le, Hazelrig and Morley took 
poffeffion of Portfmouth, and declared for the Parliament. A party fent to fup
prefs them, were perfwaded by their commander to join in the fame declaration. 
The city apprentices rofe in a tumult, and demanded a free Parliament. Tho' 
they were fuppre!fed by colonel Hewfon, a man who from the profeffion of a 
cobler had rifen to a high rank in the army, the city fl:ill difcovered fymptoms 
of the moft dangerous difcontent. It even efl:ablilhed a kind of feparate govern
ment, and affumed the fupreme authority within itfelf. Admiral Laufon with 
his fquadron came jmo the river, and declared for the Patliament. Hazelrig and 
Morley, hearing of this importdnt event, left Portfmouth, and ao '.-anced towards 
London. The regiments near that city, being follicited by their old officers, 
who had been cafhiered by the Committee of Safety, revolted again to the Par
liament. Deroorow's -regiment, being fent by Lambert to fupport his frien,~s,, 
no fooner arrived at St. Albans, than it declared for the fame affembly. 

FLEETWooo's hand was found too weak and unftable to fupport this ill-founded· 
fabric, which, every where around him, was falling into ruins. \Vhen he re

,ceived inteln;;ence of any murmurs among the foldiers, he would fall upon his 

kneeS:. 
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~knees in prayer, and could hardly be prevailed with to join the troops. Even Chap. nr, 
when among them, in the midft of any difcourfe, he would invite them all to 1659· 

prayer, and put himfelf on his knees before them. :If any of his friends exhorted 
him to more vigour, they could getno other anfwer, than that God had fpit in his 
face, and Wc'uld not hear him. Men now ceafed to wonder, why Lambert ha~ 
promoted him to the office of General, and had been contented himfelf with the 
fecond command in the army. 

LENTHAL, the fpeaker, being invited by the officers, again affumed authority, z6th of De~ 
and fummoned together the Parliament, which twice before had been expelled cember. 

with fo much reproach and ignominy. As foon as affembled, they repealed their 
act againft the payment of excife and cuftoms ; they appointed commiffioners for Parliament 

m . h d " h k' . f L b h reftored. a 1gmng quarters to t e army ; an Wit out ta mg any notice o am ert, t ey 
fent orders to the forces under his command immediately to repair to thofe gar-
rifons, which were appointed them. 

LAMBERT was now in a very difconfolate condition. Monk, he faw, had 166o. 

paffed the Tweed at Coldftream, and was adva_ncing upon them. His own fol- ttl: of Janu· 

diers deferred him in great multitudes, and joined the enemy. Lord Fairfax too, ary. 

he heard, had raifed forces behind him, and poifeffed himfelf of York, without 
declaring his purpofe. The laft orders of the Parliament fo entirely fl:ripped 
him of his army, that there remained not with him above 1 oo horfe: All the 

reft went to their quarters with quietnefs and refignation ; and himfelf was, fome 
time after, committed to the Tower. The other officers of the army, who had 
formerly been calhiered by the Parliament, and had refumed their commands 
-that they might fubdue that affembly, were again calhiered and confined to their 
own houfes. Sir Harry Vane and other members, who had concurred with the 
Committee of Safety, were ordered into a like confinement. And the Parliament 
now feemed to be again poffeifed of a more abfolute authority than ever, and to 
'be without any danger of oppofition or contradiCtion. 

THE Republican party was at this time headed by two men, Hazelrig and 
Vane, who were of very oppofite characters, and mortally hated each other. 

Hazelrig, who poffeffed greater authority in the Parliament, was haughty, impe· 
rious, precipitate, vain-glorious; without civility, without prudence; qualified 
only bybis noify, pertinacious obl1inacy to acquire an afcendant in public coun
cils. Vane was noted, in all civil tranfactions, for temper, infinuation, addrefs, 
~.r:d a profound judgment; in all religious [peculations, for folly and extravagance. 
He was a perfect enthufiaft; and fancying that he was certainly favoured with in
fpiration, he deemed himfelf, to fpeak in the language of 'the times, to be a 

P 2 man 
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man above ordinances, and ]Jy reafon of his perfection, to be unlimited and unre .. 
ftrained by any rules, which govern inferior mortals. Thefe whimfies, mingling 
with pride, had fo corrupted his excellent underfl:anding, that fometimes ·-he 
thought himfelf the perfon deputed to reign on earth for a thoufand years over the 
whole congregation of the faithful *. 

MoNK, tho' informed of the refl:oration of the Parliament, from whom he re
ceived no orders, frill advanced with his army, which was near 6ooo men: The
fcattered forces in England were above four times more numerous. Fairfax who had 
refolved to declare for the King, not being able to make the General open his in
tentions, retired to his own houfe in Yorldhire. In all the countries thro' which 
Monk paffed, the prime gentry flocked to him with addreffes, expreffing their 
earneft defire, that he would be inftrumental in reftoring the n~tion to peace and 
tranquillity, and to the enjoyment of thofe liberties, which by law were their
birthright, but of which, during fo many years, they had been, fatally bereaved: 
And that, in order to this falutary purpofe, he would prevail, either for the 
reftoring thofe members, who had been fecluded before the King~s death, or for 
the election of a new Parliament, who might, legally and by general confent,
again govern the nation. Tho' Monk pretended not to favour thefe addreffes, that· 
ray of hope, which the knowlege of his character and fituation afforded, migh
tily animated all men. The tyranny and the anarchy, which now equally op
preffed the kingdom ; the experience of paft difl:ractions, the feai' of future con
vulf1ons, the indignation againft military ufurpation, againft fanctified hypocrify : 
All thefe motives had united every party, except t-he moft defperate, into ardent 
wi!hes for the King~s reftoration, the only remedy for all thefe fatal evils. 

ScoT and Robinfon were fent as deputies by the Parliament, under pretence of· 
congratulating the General, but in reality to ferve as fpies upon him. The city 
difpatched four of their principal citizens to perform like compliments; and at the 
fame time t-0 confirm the General in his inclination to a free Parliament, the ob
ject of all men's prayers and endeavours. The authority of 1\tlonk could fcarce
fecure the parliamentary deputies from thofe infults, which the general hatred and. 
contempt towards their mafrers drew fr-om men of every rank and denomination. 

MoNK continued his march with few intervals till he came to St. Albans-. He 
there fent a meffage to the Parliament, defiring them to remove from London. 
t-hofe regiments, who, tho' they now profeffed to return to their duty, had (0 , 

lately offered violence to that affembly. This meffage was unexpected, and ex
ceedingly perplexed the houfe. Their fate, they found, muft ftill depend on a--_ 

_ mercenaq~ army ; and they were as difiant as ever from their imaginary fove~-

* Clarendon,_ 

reignty~_ 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 109 

··reignty. However, they found it neceffary to comply. The foldiers made more Chap. III. 
166o. 

difficulty. A mutiny arofe among them One regiment in particular, which 
was quartered in Somerfet Houfe, exprefsly refufed to yield their place to the 
northern army. But thofe officers, who would gladly, on fuch an occafion, have 
inflamed the quarrel, were abfent or in confinement; and for want of leaders, the 3d of Febrtt

foldiers were at lafl:, with great reluctance, obliged to comply. Monk with his ~~-nk enters 

army took quarters in Weftminfter. London. 

THE general was introduced to the houfe; and thanks were given him by Len- 6th of Febr•~ 

thal for the eminent fervices, which he had done his country. Monk was a pru- ary. 

dent, but not an eloquent fpeaker. He told the houfe, that the fervices, which 
he had been enabled to perform, were no more than his duty, and merited not 
fuch praifes as thofe with which they were pleafed to honour him : That among 
many perfons of greater worth, who bore their commiffion, he had been em-
ployed as the inftrument of Providence for effeCl:ing their reftoration; but he con-
fidered this fervice only as a ftep to more important fervices, which it was their 
part to render to the nation : That as he marched along, he obferved all ranks of 
men, in all places, to be in earneft expectation of a fettlement, after the violent 
convulfions, to which they had been expofed ; and to have no profpetl: of fuch a 
bleffing but from the diffolution of the prefent Parliament, and from the fum-
mooing of a new one, free and full, who, meeting without oaths or engage-
ments, might finally give conten:ment to the nation : That applications had been 
made to him for that purpofe; ·but that he, fenfible of his duty, had fiill told the 
petitioners, that the Parliament itfelf, which was now free and would foon be full, 
was the beft judge of all thefe meafmes, and that the whole community ought to 
acquiefce in their determination : That tho' he expreffed himfelf in this manner 
to the people, he muft now freely inform the houfe, that the fewer engagements 
were exaCted, the more comprehenlive would their plan prove, and the more fa-
tisfatl:ion would it give to the nation : And that it was fufficient for the public 
f~curity, if the Fanatic party and the Royalifts were fecluded; fince the principles, 
of thefe factions were deftruCl:ive either of government or of liberty. 

THIS fpeech, containing matter, which was both agreeable and difagreeable to 
the Haufe as well as to the nation, ftill kept every one in fufpence, :and upheld 
that uncertainty, in which it feemed the General's intereft to ret:1in the public. 
But it was impoilible for the kingdom to remain long in this doubtful fitu ttion : 
The people, as well as the Parliament, pufhed matters to a decifion. During the 
]ate convullions, the payment of taxes had been interrupted; and tho' the Par
liament, upon their aifembling, renewed the ordinances for all colkCl:ions and 
imP.-ofitions, yet fo Ettle rev:: renee did the people pay thofe legifL.tors,. that 

theY. 
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Chap. lli. they gave very flow and unwilling obedience to their commands. The common 
Jb6o. council of London flatly refuf'ed to fubmit to an affeffment, required of them.; 

and declared, that, till a free and lawful Parliament impofed taxes, they never 
would deem it their duty to mak~ any payment. This refolucion would imme
diately have put ari end to the dominion of the Parliament : They were deter
mined, therefore, upon this occafion, to make at once a full experiment of their 
own power and of their General's obedience. 

6th of Febru- MoNK received orders to march into the City, to feize twelve perfons the mofl: 
ary. obnoxious to the Parliament, to remove the pofts and chains from all the ftreets.., 

and to take down and break the portcullifes and gates of the city : And very few 
hours were allowed him to deliberate upon the execution of thefe violent orders. 
To the great furprize and confl:ernation of all men, Monk prepared himfelf for 
obedience. N egleeting the entreaties of his friends, the remonfl:rances of his offi
cers, the cries of the people, he entered the City in a military manner ; he appre
hended as many as he could of the profcribed perfons, whom he fent to the 
Tower; with all the circumftances of contempt, he broke the gates and portcul
lifes; and having expofed the City to the fcorn and derifion of all who hated it, 
he returned in triumph to his quarters in Weftminfl:er. 

No fooner had the General leifure to reflect, than he found, that this I aft mea
fure, infl:ead of being a continuation of that cautious ambiguity, which he had 
hitherto maintained, was taking party without referve, and laying himfelf, as well 
as the nation, at the merry of that tyrannical Parliament, whofe power had long 
been odious, as well as their perf'ons contemptible, to all men. He refolved 
therefore, before it was too late, to repair the dangerous mifl:ake, into which he 
had been betrayed, and to {how the whole world, frill more without referve, that 

1 
Hh of Fe- he meant no longer to be the minifl:er of violence and ufurpation. After complain

bruary. ing of the odious fervice, in which he had been employed ; he wrote a letter to 
the Houfe, reproaching them, as well with the new cabals which they had formed 
with Vane and Lambert, as with the encouragement given to a fanatical petition 
prefented by Barebone; and he required them, in the name of the citizens, foldiers., 
and whole Commonwealth, to ilii.1e writs within a wetk for the filling their Haufe, 
and to fix the time for their own diio:urion and the affcmbling of a new Parlia-

Decl ,res fo, a ment. Having difpatched this letter, which might be regarded, he thought, as an 
free Por:ia- undoubted pledge of his fincerity, he marched with his army into the City, and 
menr. 

defired Allen, the mayor, to fummon a common-council at Guildhall. He there 
m<ide many apologies for the indignity, which, twe days before, he had been 
obliged to put upon them; affured them of his perfeverance in the meafures which 

.he had adopted,; and defired that they might mutually plight ~heir faith for a ftriCl: 
UD!Ctl 
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-union between city and army, in every enterprize for the happinefs and fettlement Chap. III. 
of the Commonwealth. I66o .. 

IT is impoffible to defcribe the joy and exultation, which difplayed itfelf through
out the city, as foon as intelligence was conveyed of this happy meafure, embraced 
by the General. The profpeCl: of peace, concord, liberty, jufl:ice, broke fo-rth at 
once, from amidft the deepeft darknefs, in which the nation had ever been involved. 
The view of paft calamities no longer prefented difmal prognofl:ics of the future: 
It tended only to inhance the general exultation for thofe fcenes of happintfs and 
tranquillity, which all men now confidently promifed themfelves. The Royalifl:s, 
the Prefbyterians, forgetting all animofities, mingled in common joy and tranfport, 
and vowed never more to gratify the ambition of falfe and faCl:ioLJs tyrants, by 
their calamitous divifions. The populace, more outrageous in their feftivity, made 
the whole air refound with acclamations, and illuminated every ftreet with fignals 
of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of the General were every where intermingled 
with detefl:ation againft the Parliament. The moil: ridiculous inventions were 
adopted, in order to exprefs this latter paffion. At every bonfire rumps were 
roafl:ed ; and where thefe could no longer be found, pieces of flefh were cut into 
that ihape: And the funeral of the Parliament (the populace exclaimed) was ce
lebrated by thefe fymbols of hatred and derifion. 

THE Parliament, tho' in the agonies of defpair, made fl:ill one effort for there
covery of their dominion. They fent a committee with offers to gain the General.
He refufed to hear them except in the prefence of fome of the fecluded members. 
Tho' feveral perfons, delperate frorn guilt or fanaticifm, promifed to inverc him 
with the dignity of fupreme magiftrate and to fupport his government, he would 
not hearken to fuch wild propofals. Having fix..:d a clofe correfpondence with 
the City, and efl:abliihed its militia in hands, whofe fidelity could be relied on, he 
marched again with his army to Weftminfter, and purfued every proper meafure 
for the fettlement of the nation. While he frill pretended to maintain republican 
pt inciples, he was taking L1rge fl:eps towards the re-eftabli01ment of the antient 
Monarchy. 

THE fecluded members, upon the General's invitation, went to the Haufe, and zii1 ofFebru. 

finding no longer any obf1ru5lion, they entered, and ip1mediately appeared to be ary·~ 

the majority: Mofr of the lndependants left the place. The refl:ored members !tecn~1t~:r~ re~ 
firfl repealed all the orders, by which they had been excluded : They gave Sir ftored. 

George Boothe and all his party their liberty and eftates: They renewed and en-
larged the General's commiJlion : They fixed an affeffinent for the fupport of the 
fleet and army: And having paffd thefe votes for the prercnt compofl.ne of the 16th of 

kingdom, they diffoJved thtmfeJves,.and gave order~ for the inEJ·:.:c.li,Jte afl:~mbJing l'l'l:~rth, 

oL 



Chap. rrr. . of a new Parliament. This laft meafure had been previoufiy concerted with ·the 
166o. -General, who knew, that all men, however different in affeCtions, expectations, 

LoHgd~!r1lia- and defigns, united in their deteftation of the Long Parliament . 
. ment 1uo v-
ed. A couNCIL oF STATE was eftabliihed, confifting of men of dignity and mode-

· ration; moft of whom, during the civil wars, had made a great figure among 
. the Prefbyterians. The militia of the kingdom was put into fuch hands as would 
. promote order and fettlement. Thefe, COI!joined with Monk's army,, which lay 
-united at London, were e!l:eemed a fuffi.cient check on the more numerous tho' 
difperfed army, of whofe inclinations there was ftill much reafon to be diffident. 
Monk, however, was every day removing the more obnoxious officers, and bring
ing the troops·to a ftate of difcipline and obedience. 

OvER TON, governor of H u It, had. declared his refol uti on to keep poffeffion of 
that fortrefs till the coming of King.Jefus: But when Alured produced the autho
rity of the Parliament for his delivering_the_place t_o colonel Fairfa~, he.thought 
proper to comply. 

MoNTAGU~, who commanded the fleet-in-the Baltic, had entered into the fame 
confpiracy with Sir George Boothe ; and pretending want of provifions, had failed 
from the Sound towards the coaft of England, with an intention of feconding that 
enterprize of the Royalifts .. On his. arrival he received the news of:Boothe's defeat, 
and the total failure of the lnfurretl:ion. The great difficulties to which the Par
liament was reduced, allowed them no leifure .to examine ftrictl.y the reafons, 
which he gave for quitting his· ftation ; and they allowed him to retire peaceably 
to his country houfe. The council of State now conferred on him, in conjunction 
with Monk, the command of the fleet ; and fecured the naval, as well as military 
force in the hands 'fa.vourable to the public fettlement. 

NoTWITHSTANDING all thefe fteps, which were taking towards,rhe·re-eil:abliih
ment of Monarchy, Monk fi:ill m.aint.ained.the appearance of zeal for a Common
wealth, and hitherto allowed no canal of correfpondence between himfelf and the 
King to be opened. To call a free Parliament, and to reil:ore the royal Family, were 
vifibly, in the prefent difpofition of the kingdom, one and the fame meafure: :Yet 
would not the General declare, otherways than by his actions, that he had arlopted 
the King's interefl:; and nothing but neceffity, at laft extorted the confeffion from 
him. His filence in the commencement of his enterprize, ought to be no objec
tion to his fincerity ; Lince he maintained the fame referve, at a time, when, con
fiftem with common fenfe, he could have entertained no other purpofe *. 

THERE 
·"' After Monk's declaration for a free Parliament, on the I I th of February, he could mean nothing 

but the King's ref1:oration : Yet it was long before he would open himfelf even to the King. This de
~laration was within eight days after his arrival in London, Had he ever intended to have fet up him .. 

.feU~ 
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THERE was one Morrice, a gentleman of Devon!hire, of a fedentary, ftudi- Chap. II!, 

-ous difpofition, nearly related to Monk, and one who had always maintained the 166o. 

ftricteft intimacy with him. \Vith this friend alone did Monk deliberate concern-
ing that great enterprize, which he had formed. Sir John Granville, who had a 
commiffion from the King, applied to Morrice for accefs to the General ; but re-
ceived for anfwer., that the General defired him to communicate his bufinefs to 
Morrice. Granville, tho' importunately urged, twice refufed to deliver his mef-
fage to aRy but Monk himfelf; and that cautious politician, finding him now a 
perfon, whofe fecrecy could be fafdy trufted, admitted him to his prefence, aAd 
opened to him his whole intentions. Still he fcrupled to commit any thing to pa-
per* : He delivered only a verbal meffage by Granville, affuring the King of his 
fervices, giving advice for his conduct, and exhorting him inftantly to leave the 
SpanHh territories and retire into Holland. He was juftly apprehenfive left Spain 
might retain him as a pledge for the recovery of Dunkirk and Jamaica. Charles 
followed thefe directions, and very narrowly efcaped to Breda. Had he protracted 
his journey a few hours, he had certainly, under pretence of honour and refpefr, 
been arrefted by the Spaniards. 

LocKHART, who was governor of DLmkirk, and no wife averfe to the King's 
fervice, was applied to on this occafion. The ftate of England was fet be
fore him, the certainty of the reftoration reprefented, and the profpect of great fa~ 
vour difplayed, if he would anticipate the vows of the kingdom, and receive the 
King into his garrifon. Lockhart ftill replied that his commiffion was derived 
from an Englilh Parliament, and he would not open his gates but in obedience to 
the fame authority t. This fcruple, tho' in the prefent emergence it approaches 
towards fuperfl:ition, it is difficult for us entirely to condemn. 

THE elections of the new Parliament went every where in favour of the King's New Parlia .. 

party. This was one of thofe popular torrents, where the moft indifferent, or ment. 

even the moft averfe, are tranfported with the general paffion, and zealouny adopt 
the fentiments of the fociety, to which they belong. The enthufiafts themfelves 
feemed to be difarmed of their fury ; and between defpair and aftonifhment gave 
way to thofe meafures, which, they found it would be impoffible for them, by 
their utmoft efforts, to withftand. The Prefbyterians, the Royalifrs, bein~ 

fdf, he would not furely have fo foon abandoned a project fo inviting~ He would have taken fom@ 
fieps, which would have betrayed it: It could only have been fome .difappointment, fame frull:rated 
attempt, which couLl have made him renounce the road of private ambition. But there is not the 
lccail fymptom of fuch intentions. The ftory told of Sir Anthony Alh1ey Cooper, by M~. Locke, has 
not any appearan{;e of truth. See lord Lanfdown's Vindication, and Philipo's Continuation of Baker. 
I !hall add to what thofe authors have advanced, that cardinal Mazarine wilb.ed for the King's rdlo-
.ration ; tho' he would not h:we ventured much to have p~ocured it. 

,. Lanrdowne, Clarendon. ·t Burnet. 

VoL. VI. Q.. t.mited.; 
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Chap. III. united, formed the voice of the nation, which, without noife, but with infinire-
].<.•6o. ardour, called for the King's reftoration. The kingdom was almoft entirely in the 

hands of the former party ;. and fome zealous leaders among them began to renew 
the demand of thofe conditions, which had been required of the late King in the 
treaty of Newport : But the general opinion feemed to. condemn all thofe rigorous 
and jealous capitulations with their fovereign. Harraffed with convulfions and dif
erders, men ardently longed for repofe, and were terrified with the mention of ne. 
gotiations or delay, which might afford opportunity to the feditious army fl:ill ta 
breed new confufion~ The paffion too for liberty, having been carried to fuch vi
olent extremes, and having produced fuch bloody commotions, began, by a na
tural move111.1ent, to give place to a fpirit of loyalty and obedience ; and the· pub
lic were lefs zealous in a caufe, which was become odious, on acccount of the ca
lamities, which had fo long attended it .• After the conceffions made by t:he late King,. 
the conftitution feem~d to be fufficiently fecured; and the additional conditions in
fifted on, as they had been framed during the greatefl: ardour of the contefl:, amounted 
rather to an annihilation than a limitation of Monarchy. Above all the General 
was averfe to the mention of conditions; and refolved, that the crown, which he in
tended tOcreftore, fhou1d be conferred on the King entirely free and unincumbered~ 
Without farther fcruple, therefore, or jealoufy, the people gave their voice in elections 
for fuch as they knew to entertain fentiments favourable to Monarchy; and all 
payed court to a party, which,. they forefaw, was foon to govern the nation. Tho9: 
the Parliament had voted,. that no one fhould be eleCted,- who had himfelf, or 
whofe father had borne arms for the late King; very little regard was :tny where· 
payed to this ordinance. The leaders of the Prefbyterians, the earl of Manchefter,. 
lord Fairfax, lord Robarts, Hollis, Sir Anthony Afhly Cooper, Annelley, Lewis,. 
w~e determined to atone for paft tranfgreffions by their prefent zeal for the royal 
jnterefts ; and from former merits, fucceffes, and fufferings, they had acqujred~ 
with their party the higheft credit and authority: 

THE affairs of Ireland were in a condition no· lefs favourable to the King. As· 
foon as Monk declared againft the Engliih army, he difpatched emiffaries into Ire
land, and engaged the officers in that kingdom to concur with him in the fame· 
meafures. Lord Broghill, prefident of Munfrer, and Sir Charles Coote, prefident: 
of Connaught, went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence with the King, and to 
promife their affifl:ance for his refl:oration. In conjunction with Sir Theophilus _ 
Jones, and other officers, they took poifeffion of the government, and excluded 
Ludlow, who was zealous for the Parliament, but whom they pretended to b~ inl 
a confederacy with the Committee of Safety. They kept themfelves in a readinefs 
to ferve the King; but made no declarations, till they ihould fee the turn, which. 
affairs took in England. 
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BuT aTI thefe promifing views had almoft been blafted by an untoward ac.. C~~~-o~II. 
cident. Upon the admiffion of the fecluded members, the republican party, 
particularly the ]ate King's judges, were feized with the jufteft defpair, and endea-
voured to infufe the fame fentiments into the whole army~ By themfelves or their 
emiffaries, they reprefented to the foldiers, that ~ll thofe brave actions, which had 
been performed during the war, and which were fo meritorious in the eyes of the 
Parliament, would no doubt be regarded as the deepefi: crimes by the Royalifts, 
and would expofe the army to the fevereft vengeance. That in vain did that party 
make profeffions of moderation and lenity: The King's death, the execution of fo 
many of the nobiiity and gentry, the fequeftrations and imprifonment of the reft, 
were in their eyes crimes fo deep, an·d offt>nces fo perfonal, as muft be profecuted 
with the moft implacable refentment. That the lofs of all arrears, the cafhiering 
every officer and foldier, were the lightefi: punifhment, which mufi: be expected : 
After the difperfion of the army, no farther protection remained to them, either 
for li(e·or property, but the clemency of enraged enemies. And that, even, if th~ 
moft·perfectfecurity co~ld be obtained, i-t was inglorious·to be reduced by treach
ery and ·deceit, to fubjetl:ion under a fo~) who, in the open field, had fo often yield
ed to their fup.erior valour. 

AFTER thefe fl.lggefrions had be~n infufed into the army, Lambert fuddenly 
made'his efcape from the Tower, and threw'Monk and the Council of State int.G 
the grea:teft confternation. T-hey.knew Lambert's vigour and aCl:i'vjty ; the;y were 
~cquaibted with ~~,greatp~pular.ity .in the army; they wer:e fenfib'te, th;t, t~o' 
the foldiers had lately· deferted him, they fufficiently expreffed thei,r remorfe an~ 
their deteftation of thofe, who, by falfe profeffions, they .found, had fo egregioufly 
deceived them. It feemed neceffary, therefore, to employ the greateft celerity in 
fuppteffirig fo dangerous an ene.my: Colon.el lngoldfby, who had been named on<; 
of the late King's judges, but who was now entirely engaged in the royal caufe, 
was difpatched after him. He overtook him at Daventry, while he had yet af
fembled but four troops of horfe. One of them deferred him. Another quickly 
followed the ex<lmple. He himfelf, endeavouring to make his efcape, was feized zzd of April. 

by Ingotdfby; t6 whom ·he made fubmiffions not fuitable to his former c~ratl:er 
of fpiritand valour. Okey, Axtel, Cobbet, Crede, and other officers, o(that party 
were taken prifoners with him. All the roads were full of foldiers haftening to 
join them. In a few days they would have been very formidable. And it was 
thought, that it might prove dangerous for Monk himfelf to have affembled any 
confiderable· body of his repubri~an army for their fL'ppreffion : So thai: nothiqg 
could be more hap?Y than the fudden extinction of this rifing flame. . : 

WHEN the Parliament met, they chafe Sir Harbottle Grimftone, fpeaker; a man,- zsth of }l,pril. 
who, tho' he had for fome time concurred with the late Parliament, had long been 

Q.. 2 efteemed 
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Chap. III. efl:eemed affectionate to the King's fervice. The great dangers, incurred during: 
I66o. the former ufurpations, joined to the extreme caution of the General, keps 

every one in awe; and no one dared, for [orne days, to make any mention of the 
King. The members chiefly exerted their fpirit in bitter invectives againfr the 
memGry of Cromwel, and in execrations upon the inhuman murder of their late 

):1 of May. Sovereign. At lafr, the General, having fufficiently founded their inclinations, 
gave direCtions to AnneO.ey, prefident of the council, to inform them, that one 
Sir John Granville, a fervant of the King's, had been fent over by his Majefry,. 

The Reito;a. and was now at the door with a letter to the Commons. The loudeft acclama
';:on. tions were excited by this intelligence. Granville was called in: The letters, ac

companied with a declaration, greedily read : Without one moment's delay, and 
without a contradiCtory vote, a Committee was appointed to prepare an anfwer :. 
And in order to fpread the fame fatisfaction throughout the kingdom, it was 
voted that the letter and declaration fhould immediately be publifhed. 

THE people, freed from that fi:ate of fufpence in which they had fo Jong been· 
held, now changed their anxious hope for the unmixt effufions of joy; and difplayed 
a facial triumph, and exultation, which no private profperity, even the greatefr, is. 

-ever able fully to infpire. Traditions remain of men who died for pleafure, when 
informed of this happy and furprizing event. The King's declaration was well 
calculated to uphold the fatisfaction, infpired by the profpect of public fettlement .. 
It offered a general amnefty to all perfons whatfoever; and that without any excep
tions but fuch as 1hould afterwards be made by Parliament: It promifed a liberty 
of confcience ; and a concurrence in any act of Parliament, which, upon mature 
deliberation, 1hould be offered, for the infuring that indulgence: The enquiry into 
all grants, purchafes, and alienations, it fubmitted to the arbitration of the fame 
affembly : And it affured the foldiers of all their arrears, and promif~d them, for. 
the future, the fame pay which they then enjoyed~ 

THE Lords, perceiving the fpirit, by which the kingdom as well as the Com
mons were animated, haftened to re-inftate themfelves in their antient authority,, 
and to take their fhare in the fettlement of the nation.. They found the doors of 
their houfe open ; and all were admitted, even fuch as had formerly been excluded 
on account of their pretended delinquency. 

$th of May. TNE two Houfes attended; while the King was proclaimed with great folemnity'7 
in Palace-Yard, at Whitehall, and at Temple-Bar. The Commons voted soo. 
pounds to buy a jewel for Granville,. who had brought them the King's gracious. 
meffages: A prefent of so,ooo pounds was conferred on the King, xo,ooo pounds 
on the duke of York, sooo-pounds an the duke of Glocefter. A Committee of 
Lords and Commons was difpatched to invite his Majefty to return and take 

poffeffion 
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pofi'effion of his dominions. The rapidity, with which aU thefe events were con
duCted was marvellous, and difcovered the paffionate zeal and entire tmanimity of 
the nation. Such an impatience appeared, and fu.c:h an emulation, in Lords, and 
Commons, and City, who ihould make the moft lively expreffions of their joy 
and duty; that, as the noble hiftorian expreffes it, a man could not but wonder 
where thofe people dwelt, who had done all the mifchief,. and kept the King fo. 
many years fi·om enjoying the comfort and fupport of fuch excellent fubjeCl:s. The 
King himfelf faid, that it muft furely have been his own fault, that he had not 
fooncr taken poffeffion of the throne ; fince he found every body fo zealous for 
promoting his happy reftoration. 

THE refpeCt of foreign powers foon foll'owed the fubmiffion of the King's fub:
jeets. Spain invited him to return to the Low Countries, and embark in fame of 
their maritime towns. France made protefbtions of affection and regard; and of
fered Calais for the fame purpofe. The States-General fent deputies with a like 
friendly invitation. The King refolved to a~::cept of this ]aft offer. The people 
of the Repubfic bore him a very cordial affection ; and politics no longer re
ftrained their magiftrates from promoting and expreffing that fentiment. As he 
paffed from Breda to the Hague, he was attended with numerous crouds, and 
received with the loudeft acclamations; as ifthemfelves, not their rivals in power 
and commerce, were now reftored to peace and fecurity. The States-General in a 
body, and afterwards the States of Holland apart, performed their compliments 
with the greate.ft folemnity : Every perfon of difiinction was ambitieus of being 
introduced to his Majefty : All ambaffadors and public· minif'cers of Kings, Prin
ces, or States, repaired to him, and profeffed the Joy of their matters on his behalf: 
So that one would have thought, that, from the united efforts of Chriftendom, 
had been derived this revolution, which diffufed every where fuch uni verfal fatif.. 
faction. 

THE Englifh fleet came in fight of Scheveling. Montague had not waited for 
orders from the Parliament ; but had perfuaded the officers, of themfel ves, to 
tender their duty to his Majefty. The duke of York immediately went on board, 
and took the command of the fleet as lord high admiral. 

WHEN the King difembarked at Dover, he was met by the General whom he 
cordially embraced. Never fubjeB: in faCl:, probably in his intentions, had defer.ved 
better of his King and country. In the fpace of a few months, without effuJion of 
blood, by his cautious and difinterefted conduct alone, he. had befl:owed fettlement 
on three }):ingdoms, which had long been torne with the moft violent convulfions : 
And having obftinately refufed the moft inviting conditions, offered him by the 
King as well as by every party in the kingdom, he freely reftored his injured mafter 

to. 

Chap. ITI; 
1b6o. 



II8 HISTORY oF GREAT BRITAIN. 

<Chap. III. to the vacant throne. The King entered London on the 29th of May, which 
zgth~~May. was alfo his birth-day. The fond imaginations of Men interpreted as a happy 

omen the concurrence of two fuch joyful periods. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ . ~ 

AT this rera, it may be proper to ftop for a moment, and take a general fur
vey of the age, fo far as regards manners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and 
fciences. The chief ufe of hiftory is, that it affords materials for difquifitions of 
.this nature ; and it feems the duty of an hiftorian to point out the proper inferen
ces and conclufions. 

Manners and No people could undergo a change more fudden and entire in their manners 
arts. than did the Engliih nation during this period. From tranquility, concord, fub

miffion, fobriety, they paffed in an inftant to a ftate of faction, fanaticifm, rebel
lion, and almoft frenzy. The violence of the Engliih parties exceeded any 
thing, which we can now imagine : Had they continued but a little longer, there 
was juft reafon to dread all the horrors of the antient maffacres and profcriptions. 
The military ufurpers, whofe authority was founded on palpable injuftice, and was 
fupported by no national party, would have been impelled by rage and defpair into 
fuch fanguinary meafures ; and if thefe furious expedients had been embraced on 
<me .fide, revenge would naturally have pufhed the other party, after a return of 
power, to retaliate upon their enemies. No focial intercourfe was maintained be .. 
tween the parties ; no marriages or alliances contraCted. The Royalifts, tho' op
preffed, harraffed, perfecuted, difdained all affinity with their mafters. The 
more they were reduced to fubjeetion, the greater fuperiority did they affect above 
:thofe ufurpers, who by violence and injuftice had acquired an afcendant over 
them. 

THE manners of the two faCtions were as oppo!ite as thofe of the moft dif
.tant nations. " Your friends, the Cavaliers," faid a Parliamentarian to a Roy
alift, " are very diffolute and debauched.'' " Yes," replied the Royalift, 
" they have the infirmities of men: But your friends the Roundheads, have 
u the vices of devils, tyranny, rebellion, and fpiritual pride t." Riot and dif.,.. 
.order, it is certain, notwithfl:anding the good example fet them by Charles the 
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fir!l:, prevailed very much among his partizans. ·Being commonly men of brith 
and fortune, to whom exceifes are leis pernicious than to the vulgar, they were 
too apt to indulge themfelves in all pleafures, particularly thofe of the table. Op
pofition to the rigid precifenefs of their antagonifts encreafed their inclination to 
good-fellowfhip; and the character of a man of pleafure was affeCted among 
them, as a fure pledge of attachment to the Church and Monarchy. Even when 
ruined by confifcations and fequeftrations, they endeavoured to maintain the ap~ 
pearance of carelefs and focial jollity. " As much as hope is fuperior to fear,'~ 
faid a poor and merry cavalier, " fo much is our fituation preferable to that of 
" our enemies, We laugh while they tremble." 

THE gloomy enthufiafm, which prevailed among great numbers of the parlia
mentary party, is furely the moft curious fpeB:ade prefented by any hiftory ; and· 
the moil inftrutl:ive,. as well as entertaining, to a philofophical mind. Ali recre
ations were i-n a manner fufpended by the rigid feverity of the Prefbyterians and 
lndependants. Horfe-races and cock-matches were prohibited as the greateft enor
mities f. Even bear-beating was efteemed heathenifh and unchrifl:ian : The fport 
of it, not the inhumanity, gave offence. Colonel Hewfon, from his pious zeaJ, 
marched with his regiment into London, and deftroyed all the bears, which were 
there kept for the diverfion of the citizens. This adventure feems to have given 
.birth to the fiB:ion of Hudibras. Tho' the Englilh nation be naturally candid 
and fihcere, hypocrify prevailed beyond any example in antient or modern times. 
The religious hypocrify, it may be remarked, is of a fingular nature; and being 
generally unknown to the perfon himfelf, tho' more dangerous, it implies lefs falf
hood than any other fpecies of infincerity. The Old Teftament, preferably to the 
New, was the favourite of all the feB:aries. The eaftern poetical ftyle of that com-. 
pofition made it more eafily fufceptible of a turn, which was agreeable to them. 

WE have had occafion~ in the courfe of this work, to fpeak of many of the 
feB:s, which prevailed in England: To enumerate them all would be impoffible. The· 
~akers, however, are fo confiderable, at leaO: fo fingular, as to merit fome atten
tion; and as they entirely renounced by principle the ufe of arms, they never made 
fuch a figure in public tranfaB:ions as to enter into any part of OLir narration. 

Tru religion of the ~akers began with the lowell vulgar, and, in its pro
grefs, came at laft to comprehend people of better quality and falhion. George 
Fox~ born at Drayton in Lancafhire in 16 24, was the founder of this 'feet. He 
was the foon of a weaver, and was himfelf bound an apprentice to a fhoemaker. 
Feeling a {l:ronger turn towards fpiritual contemplations than towards that me
ehanical.profeffion,. he left his mafter, and went about the country, cloathed in a. 
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leathern doublet; a drefs, which he long affected, as well for its fingularity as its 
cheapnefs. That he might wean himfelf entirely from fublunary objects, he broke 
off all connexions with his friends and family, and never frayed a moment in one 
place ; lefi: habitude ihould beget new connexions, and deprefs the fublimity 
of his aerial meditations. He frequently wandered into the woods, and paffed 
whole days in hollow trees, without other company or amufemellt than his bible. 
Having reached that p:tch of perfection that he needed no other book, he foon ad
vanced to another ftage of fpi1 itual progrefs, and began to pay lefs regard even 
to that divine compofition itfelf. His own breafi:, he imagined, was full of the fame 
infpiration, which had guided the prophets and apofl:Jes themfelves; and by this 
inward light mull every fpiritual obfcurity be cleared, by this living fpirit muft 
the dead letter be animated. 

WHEN he had been fufficient1y confecrated in his own imagination, he felt that 
rh.e fumes of feJf.applaufe foon diffipate, if not continually fupplied by the admi
ration of others; and he began to feek profelytes. Profelytes were eafily gained, 
at a time when all mens a£fet1ions were turned towards religion, and when the moft 
extravagant modes of it were fure to be the mofl: popular. All the forms of ce
remony invented by pride and oftentation, Fox and his difciples, from a fuperior 
pride and ofl:entation, carefully rejected : Even the ordinary rites of civility were 
:fuunned, as the nourifhment of carnal vanity and felf.conceit. They would be
ftow no titles of difi:incrion : The name of friend was. the only falutation, with 
which they indifcriminately accofted every one. To no perfon would they make 
a bow, or move their hat, or give any figns of reverence. Infi:ead of that affe-e
ted adulation, introduced into modern tongues, of fpeaking to individuals as if 
they were a multitude, they turned to the fimplicity of antient languages ; and 
thou and thee were the only expreffions, which, on any confideration, they could 
be brought to employ. 

DRESS too, a moil material circumftance, diftingui!hed the members of this 
feet. Every fuperfluity and ornament was carefully retrenched: No plaits-to their 
coat, no buttons to their !leeves: No lace, no ruffies, no embroidery. Even a 
button to the hat, tho' fometimes ufeful, yet not being always fo, was univerfally 
n;jeC):ed by them with horror and indignation. 

THE violent enthufiafm of this feet, like all high paffions, being too thong for 
the weak nerves to fufl:ain, threw the preachers into convulfions, and ihakings 
and difl:onions in their limbs; and they thence received the denomination of ~ja
ken. Amidft the great toleration, which was then granted to all fetl:s, and even 
encouragement given to all innovations, this feet alone fuffered perfecution. From 
the fury of their zeal, the ~1akers broke int~ churches, difturbed public 
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worihip, and harraffed the minifter and audience with railing and reproaches. 
When carried before a magiftrate, they refufed him all reverence, and treated him 
with the fame familiarity as if he had been their equal. Sometimes they were 
thrown into mad-houfes, fometimes into prifon: Sometimes whipped, fometimes 
pilloryed. The patience and magnanimity, with which they fuffered, begot com
paffion, admiration, efteem •: A fupernatural fpirit was believed to fupport them 
under thofe fufferings, which the ordinary ftate of humanity, freed from the illu
fions of paffion, is unable to fuflain. 

THE ~akers crept into the army: But as they preached univerfal peace, they 
feduced the military zealots from their profeffion, and would foon, had they been 
fuffered, have put an end, without any defeat or calamity, to the dominion of the 
faints. Thefe attempts became a frefh ground of perfecution, and a new caufe for 
their progrefs among the people. 

MoRALS with the fea were" carried, or affected to be carried, to the fame degree 
of extravagance as religion. Give a ~aker a blow on one cheek, he held up the 
other: Aik his cloke, he gave you his coat alfo: The greateft interefl: could not 
engage him, in any court of judicature, to [wear even to the truth: He never afked 
more for his wares than the precife fum, which he was determined to accept. This 
laft maxim is laudable, and continues frill to be religioufly obferved by that feet. 

No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred of ceremonies, forms, orders, rites, in
iitutions. Even Baptifm and the Lord's fupper, by all other fetl:s believed to be 
interwoven with the very vitals of Ch 1 iftianity, were difdainfull y rejetl:ed by them. 
The very fabbath they profaned. The holinefs of churches they derided ; and 
would give to thefe facred edifices no other a?pellation than that of }hops or fleeple
houfes. No priefts were admitted in their fect: Every one had received from im
mediate illumination a character much fuperior to the facerdotal. When they 
met for divine worfhip, each rofe up in his place, and delivered the extemporary 
infpirations of the fpirit: Women alfo were admitted to teach the brethren, and 
were confidered as proper vehicles to convey the ditl:ates of the Holy Ghoft. 
Sometimes a great many preachers were moved to fpeak at once: Sometimes a 
total filence prevailed in their congregations. 

SoME QEakers attempted to fafr forty days in imitation of Chrift ; and one of 
them bravely perifhed in the experiment t. A female ~aker Clme naked into 

• The following ftory is told by Whitlocke, p. 599· Some Quakers at Hafington in Nonhumberhnd 
coming to the minifter on the fabbath day, and fpeaking to him, the people fell upon the ~akers, and 
almoft killed one or two of them, \\hO going cut fell on their knees, anJ prayed God to pardon tbe 
people, who knew not what they did ; and afterwards fpeaking to the people, fo convinced thtm of 
the evil they had done in beating them, that th:: country people fell a qu.1rre liilg, and beat or.e 

~nether more than they had before beaten the Q~akers. t Wh;teh)(ke, p. 62+. 
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the chmch where the Protector fate; being moved by the fpirit, as fhe faict, to 
appear as a jign to the people. A number of them fancied, that the renovation of 
:all things had commenced, and that cloaths were to be rejected together with other 
fuperfluities. The fuffering~, which followed the pratl:ice of this doCtrine, were 
a fpecies of perfecution not well calculated for promoting it. 

jAMES NAYLOR was a ~aker, noted for blafphemy, or rather madnefs, in the 
time of the ProteCtor!bip. He fancied that he himfelf was transformed into Chrifr,. 
and was become the real Saviour of the world; and in confequence of this frenzy,. 
he endeavoured to imitate many aCtions of oi1r Saviour related in the Evangelifts. 
As he bore a refemblance to the common pictures of Chrift ; he allowed his beard' 
to grow In a like form: He pretended to raife a perfon from the dead t: He en
tered Briftol, mounted on a horfe; I fuppofe, from the difficulty in that place of 
finding an afs: His difciples fpread their garments before him, and cried, " Ho
" fanna to the higheft; holy, holy is the Lord God of Sabbaoth." When carried be
fore the magiftrates, he would give no other anf wers to all queftions than" thou haff 
" faid it." What is remarkable, the parliament thought that the matter deferved 
their attention. Above ten days they fpen-t in enquiries and debates about him t· 
They condemned him to be pill'oried, whipt, burned in the f.lce, and to have his 
tongue bored thro' with a red hot iron. All thefe feverities he bore with the ufua} 
patience. So far his delution fupported him .. But the feqm~l fpoiled all. He was fent 
to Bridewell, contined to hard labour, fed on bread and water, debarred from all' 
his difciples, ma-le and female. His illufions diffipated; and after fome time, he 
was contented to come out aa ordinary man, and return to his ordinary occupations .. 

THE c.hief taxes in England, during the dme of the Commonwealth, were the 
monthly affeifments, the excift", and the cuftoms. The affeffments were levied on
perfonal eftates as well a·s on land § ; and commiffioners were appointed in each 
county for rating the individuals. The higheft affeffment amounted to 1 20,000 
pounds a month in England; the loweft was 35,ooo. The affeffments in Scot
land were fometimes Io,ooo pounds a month II; commonly 6ooo. Thofe on Ire
land 9ooo. At a medium~ this tax might have afforded about a million a year~ 
The excife, during the civil wars, was levied on bread, fle.fh-meat, as well as beer; 
ale, ftrong-waters, and many other commodities. After the King was- fubdued, 
bread and flefh-meat were exempted from excife. The cuftoms on exportation 
wereloweredin 1656~. In 1650-, commiffioners were appointed. tolevyboth. 
cuO:oms and excifts. Cromwel in 16 57 returned to the old pratl:ice of farming~. 
Eleven hundred thoufand pounds were then offered, both for cuftoms and excife,.. a 
greater fum than had ever b~en levied by the commiffioners *. The whole of the 
taxes during that period might at a medium amount to above two millions a year; 

t Harleyan Mifcellany, Vol. vi. p. 399· t Thurloc, Vol. v. p. 70S. § Scobel, p. 41 9 . 
M Thurloe, Vol. ii. P· 476. ~ Scooel, p. 376. * Thudoe, Vol. vi. p • . pg. 
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a fum, which, tho' moderate, much exceeded the revenue of any former King. 
Sequeitrations, compo!itions, fale of crown and church lands, and of the lands of 
delinquents, yielded alfo confiderable fums, but very difficult to be eil-imated. 
Church lands are faid to have been fold at a million *. None of thefe were ever 
valued at above ten or eleven years purchafe t· Delinquents eitates amounted to 
above 2oo,ooo pounds a year §. Cromwel died above two millions in debt 11 ; 

tho' the Parliament had left him in the treafury above soo,ooo pounds ; and in 
frores, the value of 7oo,ooo pounds tJ. 

THE Committee of Danger in April 1648, voted to raife the army to 4o,ooo 
men **. The fame year, the pay of the army was eftimated at 8o,ooo pounds 
a month tt. The eftablifhment of the army in I 6 5 z, was in Scotland 1 5,ooo 
foot, zs8o horfe, s6o dragoons; in England, 4700 foot, 2520 horfe, garrifons 
6 I 54· In all 3 r ,5 I 9, befides officers §§. The army in Scotland was after
wards confiderably reduced. The army in Ireland was not much fhort of zo,ooo/ 
men ; fo that upon the whole, the Commonwealth maintained in I 652 a ftanding 
army of more than so,ooo men. Its pay amounted to a yearly fum of 1,047,7IS 
pounds 1111· Afterwards, the Protector reduced the eftablifhment to 3o,ooo men 8, 

as appears by the Inftrument of Government and Humble Petition and Advice. 
His frequent enterprizes obliged him from time to time to augment them. Rich
ard had on foot in England an army of 13 2 58 men, in Scotland 9 506, in Ireland 
about Io,ooo men ~~. The foot foldiers had commonly a !hilling a day ***. 
The horfe had two lhillings and fixpence ; fo that many gentlemen and younger 
brothers of good family inlifted in the Protector's cavalry ttt. No wonder, that 
fuch men were averfe from the re-eftablifhment of civil government, by which, 
they well knew, they muft be deprived of fo gainful a profeilion. 

ABOUT the time of the battle of Worcefler, the Parliament had on foot about 
8o,ooo men, partly militia, partly regular forces. The vigour of the Common
wealth, and the great capacity of thofe members, who had affumed the admini
frration, never at any time appeared fo confpicuous tt:f:. 

THE whole revenue of the public during the Protectorlhip of Richard was ei1i
mated at 1,868,7 I 7 pounds: His annual expences at z,'2.o1,540 pounds. An 
additional revenue was demanded of the Parliament*. 

THE commerce and induftry of England encreafed extremely during the peace
able period of Charles's reign : The trade to the Eaft Indies and to Guinea became 

• Dr. Walker, p. 14. t Thnrloe, Vol. i. p. 753· § Td. Vol. ii, p. 414. II TJ. Vol. vii. p. 6( 7. 
~World's Mifiake in Oliver Cromwel. """ Whitlocke, p. zg8. tt Id. p. 378. §§Journal zJ of 
'December, 16p. 1111 Id.lbid. ~~ Id. 6th of Apri1, 1569. H<~~ Thurloe, Vol. i. p. 39 5. Vol ii. 
l'· flf. ttt Gumble's L'fe of lV1onk. tH Whi!locke, p. 477· "Jo~rnal, 7th <ilf April, 1659. 
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wnfiderablc. The Englilh poffeffcd almoll the fole trade with Spain. Seve1.1 
hundred thoufand pounds a year in bullion were coined in the Engli{h Mint. 
Twenty thoufand cloths were annuaHy fent to Turkey t. Commerce met with
interruption, no doubt, from the civil wars and convulfions,. which afterwards pre
vailed ; tho' it foon recovered after the efl:ablifhment of the Commonwealth. The 
war with the Dutch, by diftreffing the commerce of fo formidable a rival, ferved 
to encourage trade in England ; The Spanifh war was in an equal degree pernici-ous~ 
All the effetls of the Englifl1 merchants, to an immenfe value, were confifcated in
Spain.· The prevalence of democratical principles engaged the country g~ntlemen· 
to bind their fons apprentices to merchants t; andcommerce has ever fince been 
more honourable in England than in any other European kingdom. The ex
clufive companies, which formerly confined trade, were never exprefsly abolifhed 
by any ordonance of Parliament during the Commonwealth ; but as men payed 
no regard to the prerogative, whence the charter of thefe companies were derived,. 
the monopoly was gradually invaded, and commerce encreafed by the encreafe of 
liberty. lntereft in r65o was reduced to fix per cent. 

THE colony of New England encreafed by means of the Puritans·, who fled 
thither, in order to free themfelves from the conftraint, which Laud and the 
church party had impofed upon them ; and before the commencement of the civil 
wars, it is fuppofed to have contained 25,000 fouls -w. For a like reafon, the 
Catholics, afterwards, who fuund themfelves expofed to many hardfhips, and· 
dreaded frill worfe treatment, went over to America in great numbers, and fettled 
the colony of Maryland. 

BEFORE the civil wars, learning and the fine arts were favoured at court, and a 
good tafte began to prevail in the nation. The King loved piClures, fometimes 
handled the pencil himfelf, and was a good judge of the art. The pieces of fo~ 
reign mafters were bought up at a vall price ; and the value of piCtures doubled 
in Europe by the emulation between Charles and Philip IV. of Spain, who was 
touched with the fame elegant paffion. Vandyke was careffed and enriched at 
court. Inigo Jones was mafter of the King's buildings ; tho' afterwards perle
cured by the Parliament on account of the part, which he had in rebuilding St. 
Paul's, and for obeying fome orders of council, by which he was direCled to 
pull down houfes, in order to make room for that fabric. Laws, who had not 
been furpa!fed by any mufici:m before him, was much beloved by the King, who 
called him the Father of Mufic. Charles was a good judge of writing, and was, 

efteemed by fome more anxious with regard to purity of ftyle than became a 
Monarch II· Notwithftanding his narrow revenue, and his freedom from all 

t Strafford's Letters, VoL i. p. 42 I, 42 3• 430, 467. t Clarendon. ~ Britilh Empire in 
America, Vol. i. p. 37Z· II Eiiliop Bumet's Hii'cory qfhis own ti~s. 
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vanity, he lived in fuch magnificence, that he poffeffed four and twenty palaces, all 
of them elegantly and compleatly furnifi1ed; infomuch, that, when he removed 
from one to another, he was not obliged to tranfport any thing along with him. 

CRoMWEL, tho' himfelf a barbarian, was not inrenfibfe to literary merit .. U.lher, 
notwithflanding his being a bilhop, received a penfion from him. Marvel and 
Milton were in his fervice. 'Valier, who was his relation, was careffed by him. 
That poet always faid, that the protector hirnfelf was not fo wholly illiterate as wai 
commonly imagined. He gave a hundred pounds a year to the divinity profeffor
at Oxford ; and an hiftorian mentions this bounty as an inftance of his love of li
terature *. He intended to have erected a college at Durham for the benefit of 
the northern counties. 

CIVIL WARS, efpecially when founded on principles of liberty, are not com .. 
manly unfavourable to the arts of eloquence and compofition ; or rather, by pre
fencing nobler and more interefting obj.eCts, they amply compenfate for that tran~ 
quillity, of which they bereave the mufes. The fpeeches of the parliamentary ora
tors during this p:-riod, are of a ftrain much fi1perior to what any former age had 
produced in England ; and the force and compafs of our tongue were then firft put 
to trial. It muft however be confeffed, 'that the Wretched fanaticifm, which fo· 
much infected the parliamentary party, was no lefs deftrutlive of tafte and fcience, 
than of all law and order. Gaiety and wit were profcribed : Human learning de
fpifed : Freedom of enquiry detefied : Ca,n~ ~!ld hypocrify alone encouraged. It 
was an article pofitively infifted on in the preii~i~aries to the treaty of Uxbridge, 
tnat all play-houfes .lhould for ever be ,abo1,ifh~a. 'Sir John Davenant,. fays Whit
locket' [peaking of the year j 6 58' publifbed an' opera, n~tw ithftariding the nicety 
of the times. All the King~s furniture was put to fale: His pictures, difpofed of 
at very low prices, enriched all the collections of Europe: Even his pala'Ces were 
pulled to pieces, and the materials of them fold. The very library and medals at 
St. James's, was intended by the generals to be brought to auction, in order tO' 

pay the arrears of fome regiments of cavalry, quartered near London : But Selden,. 
apprehenfive of this lofs, eng.1ged his friend Vvhitlocke, then lord-keeper for the
Commonwealth, to apply for the office of librarian. This contrivance faved thau: 
valuable co:Ietlion. 

~TIS however remarkable-, that the greateft genius by far, wnich fhone forth in 
England during this period, was deeply engag.e~ w1th thefe fanatics, and even pro• 
ftituted his pen in theological controverfy, in fa:l.ious dirputes, and in juftifying the 
moft violent meafures of the party. This was John Milton, whofe poems are ad
mirable, tho' liable to fome objeCtions; his profe writings difagreeable, rho' not 
altogether defeCtive in genius. Nor are all his poems eq,ual : His Paradif~ Loft,, 

1f< Neale's Hiftory of the Puritans, VoL iv. p. -1-23. 
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his Comus, and a few others, fhine out amidil: fome flat and inftpid compofitions: 
Even in the Paradife Loil:, his capital performance, there are very long paffages, 
amounting to near a third of the work, almoft wholly devoid of harmony and ele
gance, nay, of all vigour of imagination. The natural inequality of l\1ilton's 
genius was much increafed by the inequalities in his fubject ; of which fame parts 
are of themfelves the moil: lofty that can enter into human conception, others would 
have required the moft laboured elegance of compofition to fupport them. It is 

·certain, that this author, when in a happy mood, and employed on a noble fub
ject, is the moft wonderfully fublime of any poet in any language ; Homer and 
Lucretius and Taffo not excepted. More concife than Homer, more ftmple than 
Taffe, more nervous than Lucretius ; had he lived in a latter age, and learned to 
polifh fome rudenefs in his verfes ; had he enjoyed better fortune, and poffeffed 
leifure to watch the returns of genius in himfelf; he had attained the pinnacle ot 
human perfection, and borne away the palm of epic poetry. 

IT is well known, that Milton never enjoyed in his life-time the reputation 
which he deferved. His Paradife Loft was long neglected: Prejudices againft an 
apologift for the regicides, and againft a work not wholly purged of the cant of 
former times, kept the ignorant world from perceiving the prodigious merit of 
that performance. Lord Somers, by encouraging a good edition of it, about 
twenty years after the author's death, firil: brought it into reputation ; and Tonfon, 
in his dedication of a fmaller edition, fpeaks of it as a work juft beginning to be, 
known. Even during the prevalence of Milton's party, he feems never to have 
been much regarded; a.nd Whitlocke * talks of one Milton, as he caUs him, a 
blind man, who was employed in tranflating a treaty with Sweden into Latin~ 
Thefe forms of expre!lion are amuGng to poil:erity, who confider how obfcure 
Whitlocke himfelf, tho' lord-keeper, and ambaffador, and indeed a man of great 
ability and merit, has become in comparifon of Milton. 

I r was not ftrange, that Milton received no encouragement after the reftoration: 
It was more to be admired, that he efcaped with his life. Many of the cavaliers 
blamed extremely that lenity towards him, which was fo honourable in the King, 
~np fo advantageous to pofterity. It is faid, that he had faved Davenant's life during 
the Protectorfhip; and Davenant in return afforded him like proteB:ion after the 
reftoration ; being fenfible, that men of letters ought always to regard their fym· 
pathy of tafte as a more powerful band of union, than any difference of party or 
opinion as a fource of animofity. It was during a ftate of poverty, blindnefs, dif· 
grace, danger, and old age, that Milton compofed his wonderful poem, which 
not only furpaffed all the performances of his cotemporaries, but all the compofi
tions, which had flowed from his pen, during the vigour of his age, and the height 
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of his profperity. This circumftance is not the leafi: remarkable of all t,hofe which Chap. II.If 
attend that great genius. 1666, 

\VALLER was the firfi: refiner ofEnglifh poetry, at Ieafi: ofEnglifh rhyme; but 
his performances ftill abound with many faults, and what is more material, they 
contain but feeble and fuperficial beauties. Gaiety, wit, and ingenuity are their 
ruling character: They afpire not to the fublime; ftilllefs to the pathetic. They 
treat of love, without making us feel any tendernefs; and abound in panegyric, 
without exciting admiration. The panegyric however on Cromwel, contains more 
force than we fhould expeCt from the other compofitions of this poet. 

WALLER was born to an ample fortune, was early introduced to the court, and 
lived in the befi: company. He poffeffed talents of eloquence as well as poetry; 
and till his death, which happened in a good old age, he was the delight of the 
Houfe of Commons. The errors of his life proceeded more from want of courage 
than of honour or integrity. 

CowLEY is an author extremely corrupted by the bad tafte of his age; but had 
he lived even in the pureft rimes of Greece and Rome, he mufi: always have been a 
very indifferent poet. He had no ear for harmony ; and his verfes are only known 
to be fuch by the rhyme, which terminatesthem. In his rugged untune.tble num
bers are conveyed fentiments the moil: ftrained and violent ; long fpun allegories~ 
diftant allufions, and forced conceits. Great ingenuity, however, and force of 
thought fometimes break out amidft thole unnatural conceptions : A few Ana
creontics furprife us by their eafe and "gaiety: His profe writings pleafe, by the 
honefty and goodnefs which they exprefs; and even by their fpleen and melan
choly. This author was much more praiied and admired dt.rfing his life-time,. 
and celebrated after his death, than the great Milton. 

SIR JoH.N DENHAM in his Cooper's Hill (fo-r none of his other poems merit at
tention) has a loftinefs and vigour, which bad not before him been attained by any 
Englifh poet, who wrote in rhyme. The mechanical difficulties of that meafure 
retarded its improvement. Shakefpeare, whofe tragic fcenes are fo wonderfully 
forcible and expreffive, is a very indifferent poet, when ''tie attempts rhyme •. 
Precifion and neatnefs are chiefly wanting in Denham. 

No author in that age was more cei~b.ated both abroad and' at home tnan' 
Hobb~s: In our times, he is much negleC1:ed : A lively inftance, how precarious 
all reputations, founded on reafoning and philofophy! A pleafant comedy, which 
paints the manners of the age, and expofes a faithful p=tture of nature, is a durable 
work, and is tranfmitted to the lateft pofierity. But a< fyfiem, whether phy fical or 
metaphyfical, owes commonly its fuccefs to its novelty; and is no fooner canvaifed 
with impartiality than its weakne!s is difcovered. Hobbes's politics a·re fitted only 
to promote tyrJnny, and his ethics to encourage licentioufnefs. Tho' an enemy 
to religion, he partakes nothing of the fpirit of fcepticifm; but is as pofitive and' 

dogmatical 
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domatical as if human reafon, and his reafon in particular, could attain a thorough 
conviCtion on thefe fubjeets. Clearnefs and propriety of ftyle are the chief ex· 
cellencies of Hobbes's writings. In his own perfon he is reprefented to have been 
a man of virtue ; a charaCter nowife furprizing, notwithfianding his libertine fyf
tem of ethics. Timidity is the principal fault with which he is reproached : He 
lived to an extreme old age, yet could never reconcile himfelf to the thoughts of 
death. The boldnefs of his opinions and fentiments, form a remarkable contrafte 
to this part of his charaCter. 

HARRINGTON's Oceana was well adapted to that age, when the plans of imagi
nary Republics were the daily fuqjeCl:s of debate and converfation; and even in our 
time it is jufrly admired as a work of genius and invention. The idea however 
of a perfect and immortal Commonwealth will always be found as chimerical as 
that of a perfect and immortal man. The ftyle of this author wants eafe and flu
ency ; but the good matter, which this work contains, makes ample compenfation. 

HARVEY is in titled to the glory of having made, by reafoning alone, without 
any mixture of accident, 'a capital difcovery in one of the moft important branches 
of fcience. He had alfo the happinefs of eftablifhing at once his theory on the moil: 
folid and convincing proofs ; and pofterity has added little to the arguments fug
gefted by his induftry and ingenuity. His treatife of the circulation of the blood 
is farther embellifhed by that warmth and fpirit, which fo naturally accompany 
the genius of invention. This great man was much favoured by Charles the firft, 
who gave him the liberty of uGng all the deer in the royal forefrs for perfecting 
his difcoveries on the generation of animals. 

THIs age affords great materials for hifiory ; but did not produce any accom
plifhed hiftorian. Clarendon, however, will always be efteemed an entertaining 
author, even independant of our curiofity to know the facts, which he relates. His 
Hyle is proiix and redundant, and fuffocates us by the length of its periods: But it 
~ifcovers imagination and fentiment, and pleafes us at the fame time that we difap. 
prove of it. He is more partial in appearance than in reality : For he feems perpe
tually anxious to apologize for the King; but his apologies are often well grounded. 
He is lefs partial in his relation of facrs, than in his account of characters : He was 
too honeft a man to falfify the former; his affeCtions were eafily capable, unknown 
to himfelf, of difguifing the latter. An air of probity and goodnefs runs thro' ,the 
whole work; as thefe qualities did in reality embellifh the whole life ofrhe author. 

THESE are the chief performances, which engage the attention of pofterity. 
Thofe numberlefs produCtions, with which the prefs then abounded; the cam of 
the pulpit, the declamations of party, the fubtilties of theology; all thefe have long 
ago funk into filence and oblivion. Even a writer, fuch as Selden, whofe learning 
was his chief excellency ; or Chillingworth, an acute difputant againft the PapHl:s, 
will fcarce ever b~ ranked among the clafilcs of our language or country. 

THE 
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New minijlry.-Act if lndemnity.-Settlement of the revenue.
'Irial and execution if the regicides.-Dijfolution of the Convention 
Parliament.-Prelacy re.flored.-JrifurreClion of the Millenarians. 
-Affairs if Scotland.-Coiference at the Savoy.-Arguments for 
and agairift a comprehe1!fton.-A mw Parliament.--Bijhops feats 
re.flored.-Corporation act.-ACl qf uniformity.-King's marriage. 
-Trial if Vane.--And execution.-Prejbyterian clergy dee!ed. 
-Dunkirk fold to the French.--Dedaration of indulgence.--De-
cline of Clarendon's credit. 

C HARLES the fecond, when he afcended the throne of his anceftors, 

was thirty years of age. He poffelfed a vigorous confl.:itution, a fine 

fhape, a manly figure, a graceful air; and tho' his features were harD1, 

yet was his countenance in the main lively and engaging. He was in that period 
of life, when there remains enough of youth to render the perfon amiable, with
out dimini!hing that authority and regard, which attend the years of experience 

and maturity. Tendernefs was excited by the memory of his recent adver!icies. 
His prefent profperity was the object rather of admiration than of envy. And 
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I as the fudden and furprizing revolution, which refl:ored him to his regal rights:r· Chap. . 
1G6o. had alfo refl:ored the nation to peace, law, order, and liberty; no Prince ever 

obtained a crown in more favourable circumftances, or was more bleft with the 
cordial affection and attachment of his fubjecrs. 

THrs popularity,. the King, by his whole demeanor and behaviour,_ was well 
qualified to fupport and to encreafe. To a lively wit and quick comprehenfion, 
he united a juft underftanding and a general obfervation both of men and things-• 

. The eafieft manners, the moil: unaffeCted pJlitenefs, the moft engaging gaiety 
accompanied his converfation and· addrefs. Accullomed during his exile to live. 
among his courtiers rather like a companion than- a monarch, he retained, even 
while on the throne, that open affability, which was capable of reconciling the 
moil: determined Rtpublicans to his royal dignity. Totally devoid of refentment, 
as well from the natural lenity as careleifnefs of his temper, he infured pardon to.· 
the moft guilty of his enemies, and left hopes of favour to his moft violent oppo
nents. From the whole tenor of his actions and difcourfe, he feemed defirous of 
lofing the memory of paft animalities, and of uniting every party in an affection 
for their Prince and their Country. 

New miniil:rv. INTO his council were ad mitred the moft eminent men of the nation, without 
· regard to former diftinctions: The Prefbyterians, equally with the Royalifrs~ 

fhared this honour. Annef1ey was alfo created earl of Anglefey; Afhley Cooper 
lord Afhley ; Denzil Holtis lord Hollis. The earl of Manchefl:er was appointed 
lord chamberlain, and lord Say privy feal. Calamy and Baxter, Prdbyterian 
clergymen, were even made ehap1ains to the King. 

ADMIRAL MoNTAGUE, created earl of Sandwich, was entitled from his recent 
fervices to great favour; and he obtained it. Monk,. created duke of Albemarle, 
had performed fuch ligna! fervices, that, according to a vulgar and malignant ob
fervat-ion, he ought rather to have expected hatred and ingratitude: Yet was he 
ever treated by the King with great marks of difrinB:ion. Charles's difpofition, 
free from jealoufy; and the prudent behaviour of the General, who never over
rated his merits ; prevented. all thofe difgufl;s, which naturally arife info delicate a 
fituation. The capacity too of Albemarle, was not extenfive, nor were his parts 
iliining. Tho' he had diftinguifhed himfelf in inferior ftations, he was found, 
upon familiar acquaintance, to be unequal to thofe great atchievements, which 
fortune had enabled him to perform ;. and he appeared unfit for the court, a fcene 
of life to which he had never been accuftomed. Morice, his friend, was created 
fecretary of frate, and was fupponed more b;r. his patron's credit than by his own 
abqiry or experience. 

Bu~ 
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BuT the choice, which the King at firft made of his principal miniO:ers and fa
vourites, was the circumftance, which chiefly gave contentment to the nation, and 
prognofl:icated future happinefs and tranquillity. Sir Ed ward Hyde, created earl 
of Clarendon, was chancellor and prime minifter : The marquefs, created duke, 
of Ormond, was lord fteward of the houfehold : The earl of Southampton high 
treafurer: Sir Edward Nicholas fecretary of ftate. Thefe men, united together 
in the ftricteft friendfhip, and combining in the fame laudable inclinations, [up-
ported each others credit, and purfued the intereft of the public. 

AGREEABLE to the prefent profperity of public affairs was the univerfal joy and 
feftivity diffu(ed throughout the nation. The melancholy aufteriry of the fanatics 
fell into difcredit together with their principles. The RoyaliO:s, who had ever af
fected a contrary difpofition, found in their recent fuccefs new motives for mirth 
and gaiety ; and it now belonged to them to give repute and fa !hi on to their man
ners. From paft experience it had fufficiently appeared, that gravity was very di
ftinCl: from wifdom, formality from virtue, and hypocrify from religion. The 
King hi"mfelf, who bore a fhong propenfiry to pleafure and fociety, f::rved, by his 
powerful and engaging example, to bani!h thofe four and maligmnt humours, 
which had hitherto engendered fuch confufion. 1\ nd tho' the juft bJunds were 
undoubtedly paired, when men returned from their former extreme ; yet was the 
public happy in exchanging vices pernicious to fociety for diforders hurtful chiefly 
to the individuals themfelves, who were guilty of them. 

IT required fame time before the feveral parts of the ftate, disfigured by war 
and faction, could recover their former arrangement: But the Parliament imme
diately entered into a good correfpondence with the King, and they treated him 
with the fame dutiful regard, which had ufually been paid to his predeceifors. Be
ing fummoned without the King's confent, they received, at firll, only the title of 
a Convention ; and it was not till the King paifed an act for that purpofe, that 
they were called by the appellation of Parliament. All judicial proceedings, 
tranfacted in the name of the Commonwealth or ProteCtor, they thought it requi
fite to ratify by a new law. And both houfes acknowleging the guilr of th~ former 
rebellion, in their own name and in that of all the fubjects, laid hold of his ma
jefty's gracious pardon and indemnity. 

Chap. I. 
166o. 

THE King, before his reftoration, being afraid of reducing any of his enemies ~'\t, ofindcm· 

to defpair, and at the fame time unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as had been nity· 

committed, lhould receive a total impunity, had expreifed himfelf very cautiouf1y 
in his declaration of Breda, and had promifed an indemnity to all criminals, but 
fuch as ihould be excepted by the Parliament. He now iffued a proclamation, 
dedariog that fuch of the late King~s judges as did not yield themfelves prifone1s 
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within fourteen days fhould receive no pardon. Nineteen furrendered themfelves ::-. fhap. L 
16bo. Some were taken in their flight: Others efcaped beyond fea. 

THE commons feem to have been more inclined to lenity than the lords. The 
upper houfe, inflamed with the ill ufage, which they had received, were refolved, • 
befides the late King's judges, to except every one, who had fat in any high 
court of juftice. Nay, the earl of Briftol moved, that no pardon might be 
granted to thofe who had any way contributed to the King~s death. So wide an 
exception, in which every one, who had ferved the Parliament, might be compre
hended, gave a general alarm ; and men began to apprehend, that this motion 
was the effet'c of fame court artifice or intrigue. But the King foon diffipated 
thefe fears. He came to the houfe of peers; and in the moft earneft terms, 
preifed the acl:: of general indemnity. He urged both the neceffity of the thing, 
anj the obligation of his former promife: A promife, he fa.id, which he would 
ever regard as facred ; fince to it he probably owed the fatisfaction, which at pre
fent he enjoyed, .of meeting his people in Parliament. This meafure of the King, 
tho' irregular, by his taking notice of a bill which depended before the houfes,. 
was received with great applaufe and fatisfaction. 

AFTER repeated follicitations· from the King, the aCt of indemnity paifed both. 
houfes, and foon received the royal aifent. Thofe who had an immediate hand 
in the King's death) were there excepted: Even Cromwel, Ireton, Brad !haw, and., 
oth€rs now dead,.were attainted, and their eftates forfeited. Vane a'!ld Lambert, 
tho' none of the King's judges, were alfo excepted. St. John and feventeen ,per
fans more were deprived of all benefiE from this atl::, if they ever accepte~ any
public employment. All who had fat in any illegal high court of juftice were
difabled from bearing offices. Thefe were all the feverities, which f01lowed fuch, 
furious civil wars and convulfions. 

Settrement· of THE next buGne:s was the ftttlement of' the King's revenue. In this work,. 
t.he revenue. the Parliament had regard to public freedom as-well as to the fupport of the crown. 

The tenures of wards and liveries had long been regarded as a grievaru;:e by aU 
lovers of liberty: Several attempts had been made during the reign of James to 
purchafe this prerog.1tive together with that of purveyance ; and 2oo"ooo pounds 
a year had been offered that Prince in lieu of them. Duri..ng the time of the Re
public, ward!hips and purveyance had been utterly aboliihed. And even in the pre
knt Parliament, before the King arrived in England, a bill had been introduced~ 
cffering him a compenfation for thefe revenues. A hundred thoufand pounds a yeaY 
was the fum, which the parliament agreed to; and half of the excife was fettled in. 
perpetuity upon the crown as the fund whence that revenue fhould be levied. 
Th~' th:lt impoft yielded more profit, the bargain might be efteemed hard; and it 

4 was 
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was chiefly the neceffity of the King's fituation, which induced him to confent to Chap. r. 
it. No requeft of the Parliament, during the prefent joy, could be refufed them. 166o. 

NoT only the power of the crown, by means of wardfhips and purveyance, was 
very confiderable : It was alfo- unequal and perfonal; and confequently, of a nature 
unfuitable to a monarchy, fubjetl:ed to ftrict and regular limitations. The uni

formity, therefore, of the political fyftem feemed to require the abolition of thefe 
Gothic inftitutions ; tho' it might perhaps appear unjuft, that an advantage, which 
chiefly refulted to the proprietors of land, fhould be purchafed by an impofr, that 
affeCted every inhabitant of the kingdom. 

ToNNAGE and poundage and the other half of the excife were granted to the 
King during life. The Parliament even proceeded fa far as .to vote that the fettled 
revenue of the crown for all charges fhould be I,zoo,oco pounds a year ; a fum 
larger than any Englifh Monarch had ever before enjoyed. The late King's re
venue from 1637 to the meeting of the long P.Hliament appeared to he at a medi
um near 9oo,ooo pounds a year; of which 20o,coo pounds arofe from branches, 
partly illegal, partly expired. The misfortunes of that prince were now believed 
to have proceeded originally from .the narrownefs of his revenue, and from the ob
ilinacy of his Parliaments, who had refufed him the neceffary fupply. And as all 

the Monarchs of Europe were perpetually augmenting their forces, and confe
quently their expences, it became requilite that England, from motives both of ho
nour and fecurity, fhould bear fame proportion to them, and adapt its revenue to 
the new fyftem of poiitics, which prevailed. According to the chancellor's com
putation, a charge of 8oo,ooo pounds a year, was at prefent required for the fleet 
and other articles, .which formerly coft the crowf.l but eighty thoufand. 

HAD the Parliament, befor~ refl:oring the King, infiftecl on any farther limita
tions than thofe which the confiitution already impofed; befides the danger of in
flaming the antient quarrels among parties;. it would feem,. that ;:heir caution had 
been entirely fuperfluous. By reafon of its ilender and precaric::s re'::nue, the 
crown in effect was fl:ill totally dependant. Not a fourth part of this fum, which 
feemed requifire for public exp~nces, could be levied without confent of Parlia
ment; and any conceffions, had they been thought neceffary, mighr, even after 
the refioration, be extorted by the comu.ions from their neceffirous P1ince. This 
Parliament fhowed no intention of employing at prefent that engine to any fuch 

. purpofes; but they feemed frill deter'Uined not to part with it entirely, or w 
render the revenues of the crown fixed and independant. Tho, they vot~:d 

in general, that I)20o,ooo pounds a year :fhould be. fett!ed ·On tht Kir:g, they 

a.ffigned not any fLwds, which could yield two thirds of that fum. And 

they 
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f'' I they left the care of fulfillin 0o- their en0o-aa0 ements to the future tonfideration of '-nap .. 

r66o. Parliament. 

IN all the temporary fupplies ~which they voted, they difcovered the fame cau
tious frugality. To difband the army, fo formidable in itfelf, ·and fo much ac.:. 
cuftomed to rebellion a~d changes of government, was neceffary, for the f:o:curity 
both of King and Parliament; yet the Commons !bowed great jealoufy in granting 
the fums, requifite for that purpofe. An aifeffinent of Jo,oco pounds a month 
was impofed : but was at firft voted, to continue only for three months: And all 
the other fums, which by a poll-bill and new aifeffinents, they levied for that 
ufe, they fl:ill granted by parcels ; as if they were no·, as yet, well affured of the 
fidelity of that hand, to which the money was committed. Having proceeded fo 

I ?th of Sep- far in the fettlement of the nation, the Parliament adjourned themfelves for fome 
tembe::r. time. 

Trial and ex- DuR TNG the recefs of Parliament, the objeCt, which chiefly intereiled the pub
~cutio~1 of the lie, was the trial and condemnation of the Regicides. The general indignation, 
.t.teg·ctdes. h' .h d d h . f ·h. l h r h d b . .I w IC atten e t e tnormous cnme, o w IC 1 t e1e men a een gm ty, made 

their fufferings the fubjeE\: of joy to the people: But in the pecLiliar circumfl:ances 
of that action, in the prejudices of the times, as well as in the behaviour of the cri
minals, a mind, feafoned with humanity, will find a plentiful fource of compallion 
and indulgence. Can any one, without the utmofl: concern for human blindnefs and 
ignorance, confider the demeanor of general Harrifon, who was firft brought to his 
trial ? With great courage and elevation of fentiment, he told the court, that the 
pretended crimt>, of which he flood accufed, was not a deed, performed in a corner: 
The found of it had gone forth to moil: nations; and in the fingular and marvellous 
conduct of it had chiefly appeared the fovereign power of Heaven. That he himfelf, 
agitated by doubts, had often, with paffionate tears, offered his adclreifes to the 
Divine Majefty; and earneft]y fought for light and conviction: He had fl:ill 
received affurance of a heavenly fanction, and returned from thefe devout fuppli
cations with more ferene tranquillity and fatisfaction. That all the nations of the 
earth, in the eyes of the;r Cre:ltor, were lefs than a drop of water in the bucket; 
nor were their erroneous judgments aught but darknefs compared with divine illu
minations. That thefe frequent illapfes of the divine Spirit he could not fufpett to 
be interefl:ed illufions; flnce he was confcious, that, for no temporal advantage, 
would he offer injury to the pooreft man or woman who trod upon the earth. That 
all the allurements of ambition, all the terrors of imprifonmenr, had not been able, 
during the ufurpation of Cromwel, to !hake his freddy refolution or bend him ~o 
a compliance with that deceitful tyrant. And that when invited by him to fit on 
the ri~)1t hand of the throne, when offered riches and fplendor and dominion, be 

had 
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had difdainfully rejeCted all temptations ; .and neglecting the tears of his friends 
and family, had ftill, thro' every danger, held faft his principles and his integrity. 

ScoT, who was more a Republican than a Fanatic, had f.1id in the houfe of 
Commons,. a little before the reftoration, that he defired no other epitaph to be in
fCribed on his tombftone than this; Here lies 'l'homas Scot, who adjudged the King 
to death.. He fupported the fame fpirit upon his trial. 

CAREW, a Millenarian, fubmitted to his trial, Javing to our Lord Jefus Chrijt his. 
right to the government of theft kingdoms •. Some fcrupled to fay, acc?rding to form, 
that they would be tried by God and. their country ; becaufe God was not vifibly 
prefent to judge them. Others faid, that they would be tried by the word of God. 

No more than fix of the late King's judges, Harrifon, Scot, Carew, Clement, 
Jones, and Scrope, were executed : Scrape alone, of all thofe who came in upon 
the King's proclamation. H.e was a gentleman of a good family and of a decent 
character: but it was proved, that.he had lately, in converfation, expreifed himfelf, 
as if he were no wife convinced of his guilt in condemning the King. Axtel, who 
had guarded the high court of juftice, Hacker, who commanded on the day of the 
King's execution, Coke, the follicitor for the people of England, and Hugh Peters, 
the furious preacher, who.infl.amed the army to regicide: All thefe were tried, 
and condemned, and fuffered with the King's judges. No faint nor confdfor ever. 
went to martyrdom with more affured confidence of Heaven than was expreffed 
by thofe criminals, even when the terrors of immediate death, joined to many. 
indignities, were fet before them. The reft of the King's judges, by unexampled. 
lenity, were reprieved; and they were difperfed into feveral prifons. 

Chap. I. 
166o. 

THIS punifhment of declared enemies no wif~ interrupted the rejoicinqs of the· "tl f S 
o 1 J 1 o rp• 

court: But the death of the duke of Glocefter, a young Prince of very pro~ tember. · 

mifing hopes, threw a great cloud upon them. The King, by no incident in 
his life, was ever fo dpeply affected. Glocefier was obferved to poffcfs united the 
good qualities of both his brothers: The clear judgment and pehetration of the 
King; the indufiry ancl application of the duke of York. He was alfo believed 
to be affectionate to the religion and conftitution of his country. He was but 
t.wenty years of age, when the fmall pox put an end to his liie. 

TH.E Princefs of Oranc;;e, having come to Er'0land, in order to p::trtake of the 
joy, attending the reftoration of her family, wit:~ ·vhom fhe lived in great friend
fhip, foon after fickened and died. The C~een" '"·Jot her p-1id a vi lit to her Jon;, 
and obtained his confent to the marriage of the Princefs Henrietta, with the duke 
of Orleans, brother to the French King. 

AFTER a recefs of nca·· ~:wo months, the Parliament met,. and nroceeded in the 6 h "' 
• t, t'OVCffi• 

great work of the national fettlem~nt~ They eftablifhed the Poft-office, wine-licmce3, btr. 

and 
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Ch:;p. r. and fome articles of the revenue. They granted more a-ffeffments, and fame ar-
,66o. rears for paying and diibanding the army. Bufinefs, being carried on with great 

niiTolution 0 runanimity, was foon difpatched: And after they had fat near two months, the 
t~c Conven- Kina, in a fpeech full of the moft gracious expreffions, thought proper to diffolve 
tl ~n Parl1a- b 
ment. them • 
.29thb of D.:- Tr-ns Haufe of Commons had been chofen during the reign of the old Parlia .. 
ccm tr. 

mentary party ; and tho' many Royalifts had crept in amongl.l: them, yet did it 
chiefly confirt of Preibyterians, who had not yet entirely laid afide their old jea
loufies and principles. Lenthal, a member, having faid, that thofe who firft 
took arms againfi: the King, were as guilty as thofe, who afterwards brought him to 

the fcaffold, was feverely reprimanded by order of the houfe; and the moft vio
lent efrorts of the Long Parliament to fecure the conftitutian.ahd bring delinquents 
to jufi:ice, were in effect vindicated and applauded. The claim of the two Houfes 
to the militia, the firfi: ground of the quarrel, however exorbitant an ufurpation, 
this Parliament was never brought exprefsly to refign. All grants of money they 
made with a very !paring hand. Great arrears being due by the late Protectors to 
the fleet, the army, the navy-office, and every branch of fervice; this whole 
debt they threw upon the crown, without eftablifhing funds fufficient for its pay
ment. Yet notwithftanding this jealous care expreffed by the Parliament, there 
prevails a ftory, that Popham, having founded the difpofition of the members, un-, 
dertook to the earl of Southampton to procure, during the King's life, a grant of 
two millions a year, land tax; a fum, which, joined to the cufroms and excife, 
would for ever have rendered this Prince independant of his people. Southampton, 
it is faid, merely from his affection to the King, had unwarily embraced the offer; 
and it was not till he communicated the matter to the chancellor, that he was 
made fenfible of its pernicious tendency. It is not improbable, that fuch an offer 
might have been made, and been hearkened to ; but it is no wife probable, that all 
the interefr of the court would ever, with this Haufe of Commons, have been able 
to make it effectual. Clarendon fhowed his prudence, no lefs than his integrity, 
in entirely rejecting it. 

THE chancellor, from the fame principles of conduct, hafi:ened to diiband the 
army. Vlh~n the King reviewed thefe veterane troops, he was fi:ruck with their 
beauty, order, difcipline, and martial appearance; and being fenfible, that regu
lar forces ~re moll neceff.1ry impleme11ts of royalty, he expreffed a de fire of finding 
expedients flill to retain them. BLJt his wife minifter fer before him the dang::>rous 
fpirit by which thefe troops were animated, their enthufiafric genius, their habits of 
rebellion and mutiny; and he convinced the King, that till they were difbanded, 
he never could efteem himfelf fecJrely efi:abliihed on his throne. No more troops 
._,ere r:::tain.::'.i r~L~n a few guards and garrifons, about 1000 horfe, and 40'JO 

foot. 
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foot. This was the firfl: appearance, under the Monarchy, of a- regular ftanding 
army in England. The fortifications of GloceO:er, Taunton, and other towns, 
which had made refiftance to the King during thecivil wars, were alfo demolifhed: 

CLARENDON not only behaved with great wifdom and juftice in the office of 
chancellor: All the councils, which he gave the King; tended equally to promote 
the intereft of Prince and people. Charles, accuftomed in his exile to pay entire 
defere:nce to the juclgment of that faithful; fer:vaf.lt, continued frill to fubmit to his 
direction ; and for fame time no minifter was ever poffdfed of more abfolute·au
thority. He moderated the forward zeat of the Royalifts, and tempered their ap
petite for revenge. With the oppofite party, he endeavoured to preferve inviolate 
all the King's engagements: He kept an exact regifter of every promife which 
had been made for any fervices, and he employed all his induftry· to fulfill them. 
This good minifter was now very nearly) allied to the royaJ family. His daughter, 
Anne Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accompiiD1ments, had hearkened, while 
abroad, to the addreifes of the duke of York, and under promife of marri-age, had 
feGretly, admitted him to her bed. Her pregnaney,:foon appeared after the reftora· 
tion ; and tho' many endeavoured to dlifwade the Duke from fo unequal an al~ 
liance, the-King, in pity to his friend and minifter,- who had been totally ignorant 
of thefe engagements, obliged his brother to marry her. Clarendon expreifed 
great uneafinefs, at the honour, which he had obtained; and faid, that, by being 
elevated fo much above his rank, he thence dreaded a more fudden downfall. 

Chap. I, 
166o. 

MosT circumftances of Clarendon's adminiftration have met with applaufe: His Prelacy re

maxims alone in the -conduct of ecclefiaftical politics have by many been deemed ftored. 

the effect of prejudices, narrow and bigotred. Had the jealoufy of royal power 
prevailed fo far with the Convention Parliament as to make them reftore the King 
upon ftri& limitations, there is no queftion but the eftablilhment of prefbyterian 
difcipline had been one of the conditions moft rigidly infifted on. Not only_ that 
form of ecclefiaftical govern.ment is more favourable to liberty than to royal power : 
It was likewik on its own account, agreeable to the majority of the Haufe of 
Commons, and fuited their religious principles. But as the impatience of the peo
ple, the danger of delay, the general difguft towards faCtion, and the authority of 
Monk had prevailed over that jealous project of limitations<> the full fetrlement of 
the Hierarchy, rogether with the Monarchy, was a n.eceffary and infallible- confe
quence. All the Royali!l:s were zealous for that mode of religion.; the merits of 
the epifcopal clergy towards the King~ at; well as their fufferings .on that account, 
had been very great; the laws, which eftablifhed bifhops and the liturgy; were as 
yet unrepealed by legal authority; and any attempt of the Parliament, -by new 
acts, to give the fuperior·ity to Prdbyterianifm, had been fuffkient .to involve again 

Y OL. VI. T the 
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the nation in blood and confufion. Moved by thefe views, the Commo~s ·had 
very wifely poftponed the examination of all religious coritrov~rfy, ·and h.ad left 
entirely the fettlement of the church to the King and to the antient laws. 

THE King at firft ufed great moderation in the execution of the Jaws. Nine 
bilhops frill remained alive ; and thefe were immediately reftored .to their diocefes: 
All the ejeCted clergy recovered their livings : The liturgy, a form of worihip 
very decent, and not without beauty, was agai·n admitted into the churches : But 
at the fame time, a declaration was iffued, in order to give contentment to the 
Prefbyterians, and preferve an air of moderation and neutrality. In that declara
tion, the King promifed, that he would provide fuffragan bifhops for the larger 
diocefes ; that the prelates ihould, all of them, be regular and conftant preachers ; 
that they iliould not confer ordination or exercife any jurifdicUon, without the ad
vice and affiftance of Preibyters, chofen by the diocefe ; that fuch alterations 
fhould be made in the liturgy, as would render it totally unexceptionable ; that in 
the mean time, the ufe of that mode of worihip fhould not be impofed on fuch 
as were unwilling to receive it; and that the furplice, the crofs in baptifm, and 
bowing at the name of J efus fhould not be rigidly in lifted on. This declaration 
the King iifued as head of the church ; and he plainly affurned, in many parts of ir, 
a legiflative authority in ecclefiaftical matters. But the Englith government, tho~ 
more exatl:ly defined by late contefts, was not, as yet, reduced, in every parti
cular, to the ftriB: limits of law. And if ever prerogative was juftifiably em
ploye~, it feemed to be on the prefent occafion ;· when all parts of the· ftate were 
torn with paft convulfions, and required the moderating hand of the chief magi
frrate, to reduce them to their antiept order. 

B:uT tho' thefe appearances of neutrality were maintained, and a mitigated epifco
pacy only feemed to be infifted on, it was far from the intentiofl of the miniihr 
always to preferye like regard to the Prelbyterians. The madnefs of the Fifth
J.\4onarchy-men afforded them a pretence for departing from it. Venner, ,a defpe
r,ate enthufiaft, who had often confpired againfl: Cromwel, having, by his zealous
leCtures, inflamed his own imagination and that of his followers, iifued forth with 
them into the fireets of London. They were to the number of fixty, compleatly 
armed, believed themfelves invlllnerable and invincible, and firmly expected the 
fame fortune, which had attended Gideon and other heroes of the Old Teftament. 
Every one at firft fled before them. One unhappy man, who, being queftioned,. 
faid, " He was for God and King Charles," they. infrantly murdered. They 
went triumphantly from ftreet to ftreet:~ every where proclaiming King Jefus,. 
who, they faid, was their invifible leader. At length, the magifl:rates, having 
affembled fome train-bands, made an attack upon them. They defended them-. 

fdve.~ 
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fdves with great order as well' as valol.1r ; and after kiilirig' many of the .iffailants, 
they made a regular retreat into Cane-Wood near Hampfkid. Next morning, 
they were chaced thence by a detachment of the guards; but they verrtured again ' 
to invade the city, which was not prepared to recerve them. After committing 
great diforder, and traverfing a! moft every ftreet of that immenfe capital, they 
fhut up themfelves in a houfe, which they were refolute to defend to the. Iaft 
extremity. Being furrounded, and the houfe untiled, they were fired upon from 
every fide ; and they ftill refufed quarter. The people rufhed in upon them, and 
feized the few who were alive. They were tryed, condemned, and executed ; 
and to th~. !aft they perfifred in affirming, that, if they were deceived, it was the 

Lord that had deceived them. 

CLARENDON and the minifl:ry took occafion from this infurretl:ion to infer the 
dangerous fpirit of the Prefbyterians and of all the feCl:aries: But the madnefs ol 
the attempt fufficiently proved, that it had been undertaken by no concert, and 
never could have proved dangerous. The well known hatred too, which prevailed 
between the Prefbyterians and the other feels, fhould have removed the former 
from ali fufpicion of any concurrence in the enterprize. But as a pretence was 
wanted, befides their old demerits, for jufrifying the intended rigours againft 
them, this reafon, however fiighr, was very greedily laid hold of. 

Chap. I. 
x66o. 

THE affairs in Scotland haftened with frill quicker fteps than thole in England Affairs.cf 

towards a fettlement and a compliance with the King. It was deliberated in the Scotland. 

Englifh council, whether that nation fhould be refrored to its' liberty, or whether 
the forts, erected by Cromwel, ihould not frill be upheld, in order to curb the 
mutinous fpi~it, by which the Scots in all ages had been fo much govenied. 
Lauderdale,' who from the battle of Worcefrer to the reftoration, had been de'-
tained a prifoner in the Tower, had confiderable influence with the King ; and he 
ftrenuoufiy oppofed this violent meafure. He reprefented, that it was the loyalty 
of the Scots nation, which had engaged them in oppofition to the Englilh re-
bels ; and that to take advantage of the calamities, into which, on that account, 
they had fallen, would be regarded as the higheft injufrice and ingratitude: That 
the fpirit of that people was now fully fubdued by the long fervitude, under which 
the ufurpers had detained them, and would of itfelf yield to any reafonable wb-
pliance with their legal fovereign, if, by his means, they recovered their liberty 
and independance : That the attachment of the Scots towards their King, who~ 
they regarded as their native Prince, was naturally much {honger than that of the 
Englifl1; and would afford hi;n a fure relfource, in cafe of ::my rebellion among 

th latter: That-republican principles had long been, and fiili were, very preva-
lent with his fouthern fu~jdl~, and might ag1in menace the r hrone with new ru-

T 2 mu!ts 
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mults and refiftance. That the time would probably come, when the-King, in
ftead of defiring to fee Engliih garrifons in Scotland, would be better pleafed to 
have Scots garrifons in England, who, fupported by Englilh pay, would be fond
to curb the feditious genius of that opulent n<l.tion : And that a people, fuch as the 
Scots, governed by a few nobility, would more eafily he reduced to fubmiffion 
under Monarchy, than one, like the Englifh, who breathed nothing but the fpirit 
of democratical equality. 

THESE view~ induced the King to difband all the forces in Scotland, and to raze 
all the forts, which had been ereCted. General Middleton, created earl of that 
name, was fent commiffioner to the Parliament, which was fummoned. A very 
compliant fpirit was there difcovered in all orders of men. The commiffioners 
had even fufficient influence to obtain an af.t, annulling, at once, all laws~ which 
had paffed fince the year 163 3 ; on pretext of the violence, which, during that 
time, had been employed againft the King and his father,. in order to procure their 
affent to thefe ftatutes. This was a very large-, if not an unexampled conceffion : 
and, together with many dangerous limitations, overthrew fome ufeful barriers, 
which had been erected to the conftitution. But the tide was now running ftrongly 
towards Monarchy; and the Scots nation plainly difcovered, that their paft 
refi!.l:ance had proceeded more from the turbulency of their ariftrocacy and the 
bigotry of their ecdefiaftics, than from any fixed paffion towards civil liberty. 
The lords of articles were re!.l:ored, with fome exorbitant branches of prerogative; 
and royal authority, fortified with more plaufi.ble claims and pretences, was, in 
its full extent, re-eftablifhed in that kingdom. 

THE prelacy likewife, by the abrogating every ftatute, enacted in favour of Pref
bytery, was thereby tacitely reftored; and the King deliberated what ufe he fhou.ld 
make of this conceflion. Lauderdale, who at bottom was a paffionate zealot 
againft epifcopacy, endeavoured to perfwade him, that the Scots,. if gratified in 
this favourite poirnt of ecclefiaftical government, would, in every other demand,. 
be entirely compliant with the King. Charles, tho' he had no fuch attachment t(} 
prelacy as had influenced his father and grandfather, had fuffered fuch indignities
from the Scots Prefbyterians, that he ever after bore them a moft hearty aver
fion. He faid to Lauderdale, that Prefbyterianifm, he thought, was not a· reli
gion for a gentleman; and he could not confent to its farther continuance in Scot
l~d. Middleton too and his other minifters perfwaded him, that the nation 
in general were fo difgufted with the violence and tyranny of the Ecclefiafrics, 
that any alteration of church government would be univerfally grateful. And 
Clarendon, as well as Ormond, dreading that the Prefbyterian fet1:, if legally 
dbblilhed in Scotland, would acquire authority in England, and Ireland, fe-

conded 
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conded the applications of thefe minifters. The refolution was therefore taken 
to reftore prelacy; a meafure afterwards attended with many and great inconveni
encies: But whether in this refolution the King did not chufe the lefs evil, it is 
very difficult to determine. Sharpe, who had been commiffioned by the Prefby
terians in Scotland to manage their intereft with the King, was perfuaded to aban
don that party; and as a reward for his compliance, was created archbilhop of St. 
Andrew's. The management of ecclefiaftical affairs was chiefly intrufted to him ; 
and as he was deemed a traitor and a renegade by his old friends, he became, on 
that account, as well as from the violence of his conduct, extremely obnoxious 
to them. 

CaA RLES had not promifed to Scotland any fuch indemnity as by his declara
tion of Breda he had enfured to England : And it was deemed more political for 
him tohold over men's heads, for fame time, the terror of punifhment; till they 
fuould have made the requifite compliance with the new eftabli!hed government~ 
Tho' neither the King's temper nor plan of adminiftration led him to feveriry ; 
fame examples-, after fuch a bloody and triumphant rebellion, feemed neceffary; 
and the rnarquefs of Argyle and one Guthry, a miniiler, were pitched on as the 
vittims. Two aCl:s of indemnity, one paffed by the late King in I 641, another 
by the prefent in 165r, formed, it was thought, invincible obftacles to the pu
nifhment of Argyle; and barred all enquiry into that part of his conduct, which 
might juftly be regarded as the moil: exceptionable. Nothing remained but to try 
him for his compliance with the ufurpation ; a crime common to him with the 
whole nation, and fuch a one as the moil: loyal and affetl:ion~te fubjea: might fre
quently by violence be obliged to commit. To make this compliance appear the 
more voluntary and hearty, there were produced in court letters, which he had 
wrote to Albemarle, while that General governed Scotland, and which contained 
expreffions of the moft cordial attachment. But befldes the general indignation, 
excited by Albemarle's difcovery of this private correfpondence ; men thought, 
that even the higheft demonftrations of affeCl:ion might, during jealous times, be 
exaB:ed as a necelfary mark of compliance from a perfon of fuch diftinction as 
Argyle, and could not, by any equitable confl:ruCtion, imply the crime of treafon. 
The Parliament, however, was reduced to fuch a ftate of fervile complaifance as 
to pafs fentence upon him ; and he died w1th great conftancy and courage. As 
he was univerfally known to have been the chief inftrument of pall diforders and 
civil wars, the irregularity of his fentence, and feveral iniquitous circumftances in 
the method of conducting his trial, feemed on that account to admit of fome apo· 
logy. The lord Lorne, fon to Argyle, having ever preferved his loyalty, ob~ 
tained a gift of the forfeiture. Guthry was a feditious preacher, and bad perfo~ 

2 naJly 

Chap. I. 
1661. 



IIISTORY oF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Chap. I. nally affronted the King: His punifhment gave {uq)rife to no body. Sir Archi· 
l
661 • bald Johnftone of Warrifion was attainted and fled; but was feized in France 

about two years after, brought over and executed. He had been very active, 
during all the late diforders; and was even fufpecred of a fecret combination with 
the Englifh Regicides. 

BESIDES thefe inftances of compliance in the Scots Parliament, they voted an' 
additional revenue to the King of 4o,ooo pounds a year, to be levied by way of 
excife. A fmall force was propofed to be maintained by this revenue, in order to 
prevent like confuGons with thofe to which the kingdom had been hitherto ex. 
pofed. An aCt was alfo paffed, declaring the covenant to be unlawful, and its 
obligation to be void and imll. This was a 'violent fhock to the bigotted prejudices 
of the nation. 

IN England, the civil diainetions feemed to be abolilhed by the lenity and equa· 
lity of Charles's adminiftration. ' Cavalier and round-head were heard of no more: 
All men feemed to concur in fubmitting to the- King's lawful prerogatives, and in 
cherifhing the jufi: privileges of the people and of Parliament. Theological contro
verfy alone frill fubfifted, and kept: a:ive fome fpark.s of that flame, which had 
thrown the nation into fllch combufl:ion. While Catholics, Indepmdants, and 
other fetlaries were contented with enterta;ning fame profpeCt of toleration ; Pre-' 
lacy and Prefbytery ftruggled for the fuperiority, and the hopes and fears ofboth 

£onference at parties kept them in agitation. A conference was held in the Savoy between twelve 
thehSavfoy, bifhops and twelve leaders among the Preibyterian minifl:ers, with an intention, or 
25l 0 ' 

March. at leaf\: on pretence, of bringing about an accommodation between the parties'. The 
furplice, the crofs in baptifm, the kneeling at the facrament, the bowing at the 
name of J efus, were anew canvaffed ; and the ignorant multitude were in hope~, 
that fo many men of gravity and learning could not fail, afcer deliberate argumen· 
tation, to agree in all points of controverfy : They were furprifed to fee them fe
parate more inflamed than ever, and more confirmed in their feveral prejudices. 
To enter into particulars would be fuperfluous. Difputes concerning religious 
forms are often, in themfelves, the moft frivolous of any ; and merit attention 
only fo far as they have influence on the peace and order of civil fociety. 

Tr-t E King's declaration had promifed that fome endeavours flwuld be ufed to 
effect a comprehenfion of both parties ; and Charles's own indi.fferen~e with regard 
to all fuch quefiions feemed a very favourable circLJm!lance for the execution of 
that projeCt. The partizans of a comprehenfion faid, that the Prefbyterians as 

Argument> 
for. nd a- well as the Prelatifl:s, having fdt by experience the fatal efled:s of mutual obftinacy 
-g2.:n~ a C··m- and violence, wne now well difpofed towards an amica!Jle agreement; that the 
tr"h"ulwn. 1::'11 t j' '}' 1' f h . h . d l'r r: 1 10p, 1y re mqull ung lOme part o t ,eir aut onry., an Ullpentwg with the 

mo~l 
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moft exceptionable ceremonies, would fo gratify their adverfaries as to obtain their Chap. r. 
cordial and affectionate compliance, and unite the whole nation in one faith and one 1661. 

worihip; that by obftinately infifring on forms, in themfelves infignificant, an air 
of import<Jnce was beftowed on them, and men were taught to continue equally ob-
ftinate in rejecting them; that the Preibyterian clergy would go every reafonable 
length, rather than by parting with their livings, expofe themfelves to a ftate of beg-
gary, or at beft of dependance; and that if their pride were flattered by fome feem-
ing alterations, and a pretence given them for affirming, that they had not aban-
doned their former principles, nothing farther was neceff::1.ry to produce a thorough 
union between thofe two parties, which comprehended the bulk of the nation. 

IT was alleged on the other hand, that the difference between rei igious feCl:s was 
foundedt not on principle, but on paffion ; and till the irregular affections of men 
could be corrected, it was in vain to expect, by compliances, to obtain a perfect 
unanimity and comprehenfion ; that the more infignificant the objects of difpute 
appeared, with the more certainty might it be inferred, that the real ground of dif
fenfion was different from that which was univerfally pretended ; that the_ love of 
novelty, the pride of argumentation, the pleafure of ma-king profelytes, and the 
obftinacy of contradiction, would for ever give rife to fects and difputes, nor was it 
poffible that fuch a fource of di!fention could ever, by any conceffions, be en,. 
tirely exhaufted ; that the church, by departing from antient practices-and princi
ples, would tacitely acknowlege herfe)f gui~ty of error, and lofe that reverence, fo 
requifite for preferving the attachment of the multitude ; and that if the prefent 
conceffioilS (which was more than probable) fhould prove ineffeCl:ual, greater muff: 
fiill be made ; and in the ilfue, difcipline would be defpoiled of all its authority, 
and worihip of all its decency,, without obtaining that end, which had been fo· 
fondly fought for by thefe dangerous indulgences~ 

THE miniftry were inclined to give the preferenee to- the latter. arguments; and 
were the more confirmed in that intention by the difpofltion, which appeared jg the 
Parliament lately a!fembled. The Royalifts and zealous Churchmen were at pre
fent the popular party in the nation, and, feconded by the efforts of the court, had 
prevailed in almoft every eleCtion. Not more than fifty-fix members of the Pref- A new Parlia

byterian party Fiad obtained feats in the lower houfe *; and thefe. were able neither ment. 

d 1 r f h · - r ·8th ofMay. to oppofe nor retar t 1e meallm!s o t e maJOnty. Monarchy, there.ore, and. 
Epifcopacy, were now exalted to as great power and fplendor as they had lately 
fuffered mifery and depreffion. Sir Edward Turner was chofen fpeaker. 

AN aCt was paffed for the fecurity of the King's perfon and government~ To 
intend or devife the King's imprifonment, or bodily harm, or depofition, or the 

* Carte's Anfwer to the Byflander, p. ~9· 
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C~~~·1 •1• levying war againft him, is declared, during the life-time of his prefent M.ajefty; 
to be high treafon. To affirm him to be a Papift or Heretic, or to endeavour 
·by fpeech or W:riting to alienate his fubjects affections from him ; thefe offences 
were made fufficient to incapacitate the perfon guilty from holding any employ· 
ment in church or ftate. To maintain that the Long Parliament is not diifolved, 
•or that either or both Houfes, without the King, are poffeffed of legifi.ative 
authority, or that the covenant js binding, was made punifhable by the penalty 
<>f premunire. 

THE covenant itfelf, together with the atl: for erecting the high court of jufiice, 
that for fubfcribing the engagement, and that for declaring England a Common .. 
wealth, were ordered to be burned by the hands of the hangman. The. people 
.affifi:ed with great alacrity on this occafion. 

THE abufes of petitioning in the precedent reign had been attended with the 
worft confequences; and to prevent fuch irregular pra&ices for the future, it was 
.enacted, that no more than twenty hands fhould be fubfcribed to any petition. 
unlefs with the fanction of three jufrices, or the majDr part of the grand jury ; and 
that no petition fhould be prefented to the King or eit_her houfe by above ten 
perfons. The penalty for a tranfgreffion of this law was a fine of a hundred pounds 
and three months imprifonment . 

. · , THE bilhops, tho~ reflored to their fpiritual authority, were frill excluded fwm 
;:~~~~-feat; Parliament by the law, which the late King had paffed, immediately- before th~ 

.commencement of the civil diforders. Great violence, both againft the-King and 
the Houfe of Peers, had been employed in palling this law; and on that account 
alone, the partizans of the church were provided of a very plaufible pretence for 
repealing it. Charles expreffed much fatisfaB:ion, when he gave his affent to the 
act for that purpofe. It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as well as 
:that of the church, was interefred in refl:oring the prelates to their former dignity. 
But thofe who efleemed every acquifition of the Prince a detriment to the people, 
were apt to compl<'.in of this inftance of complaifance in the Parliament. 

<.. 

~oth of No- AFTER an adjournment of fome months, the Parliament was again affembled, 
.vcmber. and proceeded in the fame fpirit as before. They difcovered no defign in refior

.ing, in its full extent, the ancient prerogatives of the crown: They were only anxi
ous to repair all thofe breaches, which h1d been made~ not by the love of liberty; 
.but by the fury of faB:ion and civil w..;r. The power of the [word had, in all ages, 
been allowed to be veiled in the crown; and tho' no law conf~rred this prerogative, 
.every Parliament, till the !aft of the preceding reign, had willingly fubmitted to 
an authority more antient, and therefore more f..1crtd, than that of any pofi.tive fta. 
tute. It was now thought proper ~Jlemnly to relinquilh the violent pretenfions of 

that 
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that Parliament, and to acknowlege, that neither one Houle, nor both Houfes, Chap. I. 
1661. 

independant of the King, were poffdfed of any military authority. The preamble to 
this ftatute went fo far as to renounce all right even of defenfive arms againft the 
King; and much obfervation has been made with regard to a conceffion, efteemed 
fo fingular. Were thofe terms taken in their full literal fenfe, they imply a total 
renunciation of all limitations to Monarchy, and of all privileges in the fubjeCl:, in
dependant of the will of 'he Sovereign. For as no rights can fubfift without fome 
remedy, much lefs rights expofed to fo much invafion from tyranny or even from 
ambition; if fubjeCl:s muft never refift, it is certain, that every Prince, without any 
effort, policy, or violence, is at once rendered abfolute and uncontroulable : The 
Sovereign needs on! y iifue an ediCl:, abolifhing every authority but his own ; and aU 
liberty, from that moment, is in effect annihilated. But this meaning it were ab-
furd to impute to the prefent Parliament, who, tho' zealous Royalifi:s, fhowed, in 
their meafures, that they had not ca£1: off all regard to national privileges. They 
were probably fenfible, that to fuppofe in the Sovereign any fuch invafion of public 
liberty is entirely unconftitutional ; and that therefore exprefsly to referve, upon 
that event, any right of refilhnce in the fubjeCl:, muft be liable to the fame objec-
tion. They had feen that the Long Parliament, under colour of defence, had begun 
a violent attack on kingly power; and after involving the kingdom in blood, had 
finally loft that liberty, for which they had fo imprudently contended. They 
thought, tho' perhaps erroneouily, that it was no longer poffible, after fLJch exor-
bitant pretenfions, to perfevere in that prudent filence, hitherto maintained by the 
laws, and that it was neceffary, by fome pofitive declaration, to bar the return of 
like inconveniences. When they excluded, therefore, the right of defence, they 
fuppofed, that, the conftitution remaining firm upon its bafis, there never really 
could be an attack made by the Sovereign. If fuch an attack was at any time 
made, the neceffity was then extreme: And the cafe of extreme and violent neccf-
fity, no laws, they thought, could comprehend ; becaufe to fuch a neceffity no 
laws could beforehand roint out a proper remedy. 

THE other meafures ofthis Parliament ftill difcovered a more anxious care to 
guard againft rebellion in the fubjeCl:s than encroachments in the crown : The recent 
evils of civil war and ufurpation had naturally encreafed the fpidt of fubmiffion to 
the Monarch, and had thrown the nation into that dangerous extreme. During the 
violent and jealous government of the Parliament and of the Protectors, all mao-i-
ftrates, liable to fufpicion, had been expelled the corporations; and none had b:::n Corporation 

admitted, who gave not proofs of affection to the ruling powers, or who refufed to aft. 

fubfcribe the covenant. To leave all authority in fuch hands feemed dangerous ; 
and the Parliament, therefore, empowered the King to appoint commiffioners for 

YoL. VI. U regulating 
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Chap. r. regulating the corporations, and expelling fuch magiftrates as either had intruded 
1661. themfelves by violence, or profelfed principles, dangerous to the confiitution, civil 

and ecclefiafl:ical. It was alfo enaCted, that all magifl:rates lhould difclaim the 
obligation of the covenant, and fhould declare, both their belief, that it was not 
lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to take arms agajnfl: the King, and their 
abhorrence of the traiterous pofition of taking arms by the King's authority againft 
his perfon, or againft thofe commiffioned by him. 

WHEN the latter part of this oath, the words, commijjioned by him, which feem 
the moft dangerous to the conftitution, came to be debated, it was moved in the 
Houfe, and earnefily prelfed by Sir John Vaughan, an eminent lawyer, that the 
word, lawfully, might be added, in order to remove all difficulties. But the attor
ney-general, Sir Heneage Finch, anfwered, that it was not necelfary: The very 
word, commiffion, imported it; fince any power, not lawfully ilfued, to lawful 
perfons, and for a lawful purpofe, was in reality no commiffion: And the whole 
Houfe feemed to alfent to this interpretation. The fame word, lawfully, was en
deavoured to be added by Southampton himfelf, in the Houfe of Peers; but a like 
anfwer was made by Anglefey. Southampton ftill infifted, that fuch an addition 
would clear all obfcurities; and that many, not having heard the particular fenfe 
of the Parliament, might fancy, that, if any fort of commiffion was granted, it 
would not be lawful to refift it: But that worthy patriot could not prevail. The 
opinion of both parties, it is to be prefumed, was the fame : Tho' the fear of af
fording a pretence to rebellion made the Royalifl:s rafhly overlook the danger, to 
which liberty might be expofed by fuch conceffions. They thought, that in moft 
human deliberations, it was difficult, if not impoffible, to make a choice which 
was not expofed to fome inconvenience. And it is but too ufual for victorious 
parties, who had fuffered under oppreffion, to fignalize their triumph over their 
adverfaries, by carrying matters to the extremity mof.l: oppofite to that which 
had formerly prevailed. 

662. THE care of the church was no lefs prevalent with this Parliament than that of 
AE't ~f unifor- Monarchy ; and the bill of uniformity was a pledge of their fincere attachment to 
mity. the epifcopal Hierarchy, and their antipathy to Prefbyterianifm. Different par

ties, however, concurred in promoting this bill, which contained many fevere 
c!aufes. The independants and other fetl:aries, enraged to find all their fchemes 
fubverted by the Prefbyterians, who had once 'been their affociates, exerted them
felves to difappoint rhat party of the favour and iudulgence, to which, from their 
recent merits in promoting the reftoration, they thought themfelves juftly entitled. 
By the Prefbyterians, faid they, the war was raifed : By them were the populace 

5 firft 
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firft incited to tumults: By their zeal, interefl:, and riches were the armies fup
ported : By their force was the King fubdued : And if, in the fequel, they pro
tefted againft thofe extreme violences, committed on hrs perfon by the military 
leaders, their oppofition came too late, after having fupplied thefe ufurpers with 
the power and the pretences, by which they maintained their fanguinary meafures. 
They had indeed concurred with the Royalifl:s in recalling the King :. But ought 
they to be efteemed, on that account, more affeCtionate to the royal caufe ? Rage 
and animofity, raifed by difappointed ambition, were plainly their f~le motives; 
and if the King :fhould now be fo imprudent as to difl:ingui:fh them by any parti
cular indulgences, he would foon experience from them the fame hatred and op
pofition, which proved fo fatal to his father. 

THE Catholics, tho' they had little interell: in the nation, were a confiderable 
party at court; and from their great fervices and fufferings, during the civil wars, 
it feemed but jufl: to bear them fame favour and regard. Thefe Religionifl:s dreaded 
an entire union among the Proteftants. Were they the fole N onconformifts in the 
nation, the fevere exe{.:ution of penal laws upon their feCl: feemed an infallible con
fequence; and they ufed all their intereft to pufh matters to extremity againft the 
_Prefbyterians, who had formerly been their moft fevere oppreffors, and whom they 
now expeCted for their companions in affiiCl:ion. The earl of Briftol, who, from 
conviction, or intereft, or levity, or complaifance for the company with whom he 
lived, had changed his religion during the King's exile, was regarded as the head 
of this party. 

THE church party had, during fo many years, fuffered fuch injuries and indig
nities from the feCtaries of every denomination, that no moderation, much Jefs de
ference, was on this occafion to be expeCted in their ecclefiaftics. Even the laity 
of that communion feemed now difpofed to retaliate upon their enemies, according 
to the ufual meafures of party juftice. This feCl: or faCtion (for it was a mixture of 
both) encouraged the rumours of plots and confpiracies againil: the government ; 
crimes, which, without any apparent caufe, they imputed to their adverfaries. 
And infteaci of enlarging their terms of communion, in order to comprehend the 
Prefbyterians, they gladly laid hold of the prejudices, which prevailed among that 
fetl:, in order to ejeCt them from all their livings. By the bill of uniformity it was 
required, that every clergyman fhould be re-ordained, ifhe had not before received 
epifcopal ordination; ihould declare his affent to every thing contained in the book 
of Common Prayer ; fhould take the oath of canonical obedience; fhould abjure 
the folemn league and covenant, and fhould renounce the principle of taking arms, 
.:m any pretence whatfoever, againfl: the King. 

THIS bill re-inil:ated the church in the fame condition, in which it ftood before 
the commencement of the civil wars ; and as the old perfecuting laws of Elizabeth 

u 2 fti!l 

Chap. I. 
166.z. 



HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Chap. I. frill fubfifl:ed in their full rigor, and new claufes of a like nature were now enacted~ 
166z~ all the King's promifes of toleration and of indulgence to tender confciences were 

thereby eluded and broken. 'Tis true, Charles, in his declaration from Breda, had 
expreffed his intention of regulating that indulgence by the advice and authority 
of Parliament: But this limitation could never reafonably be extended to a total 
infringem~nt and violation of his promife. It is agreed, that the King did not vo
luntarily concur with this violent meafure, and that the zeal of Clarendon and of 
the church party among the Commons, feconded by the intrigues of the Catholics, 
was the real caufe, which extorted his confent. 

THE Royalifl:s, who now predominated, were very ready to fignalize their vic
tory, by efbbliihing thofe high principles of Monarchy, which their antagonifl:s had 
controverted: But when any real power or revenue was demanded for the crown, 
they were neither fo forward nor fo liberal in their conceffions as the King would 
gladly have wilhed. Tho' the Parliament paffed laws for regulating the navy, they 
took no notice of the army ; and declined giving their fanction to this dangerous 
innovation. The King's debts were become intolerable; and the Commons were 
at laft conftrained to vote him an extraordinary fupply of 1,2oo,ooo pounds, to be 
levied by eighteen months affeffment. But befi.des that this fupply was much in
ferior to the occafion, the King was oblig€d earneftly to follicit the Commom, be
fore he could obtain it; and, in order to convince the Haufe of its abfolute neceffity, 
he defi.red them to examine ftriClly into all his receipts and difburfements. Find
iug likewife upon enquiry, that the feveral branches of revenue fell much fhort of 
the fums expeCted, they at lafl:, after much delay, voted a new impofition of t'fo · 
f11illings on each hearth ; and this tax they fettled on the King during life. :;the 
whole eftablifhed revenue, however, did not, for many years, exceed a milli,dn *; 

a fum confeffedly too narrow for the public expences. A very tigid frugality at 
leaft, which the King wanted, would have been requifite to make it fufficient for 
the dignity and fecurity of the government. After all bufinefs was difpatched, the 

h 
, M Parliament was prorogued. · 

19t or ay. 
King's mar- BEFORE the Parliament rofe, the court was employed in making preparations 
riage. for the reception of the new ~een, Catherine of Portugal, to whom the King 

was betrothed, and who had jufl: landed at Portfmouth. During the time, that 
the Protector carried on the war with Spain, he was naturally led to fupport the 
Portuguefe in their revolt; and he engaged himfelf by treaty to fupply them with 
1 o,ooo men for their defence againfl: the Spaniards. On the King's reftoration, 
advances were made by Portugal for the renewal of that alliance ; and in order to 
bind the friend01ip clofer, an offer was made of the Portuguefe Princefs and a 
portion of soo,ooo pounds, together with two fortreffes, Tangiers in Africa and 

* D'Efl:rad..:s, zsth cf July, 166x. l\~r. Ralph's Hiftory, Vol. i. p. 176. 
Bombay 
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Bombay in the Eall: Indies. Spain, who, after the peace of the Pyrenees, bent Chap. I .. 

all her force to recover Portugal, now in appearance abandoned by France, took I66z. 
the alarm, and eBdeavoured to fix Ch2rles in an oppofite intereft. The Catholic 
King offered to adopt any other Princefs as a daughter of Spain, either the Prin-
cefs of Parma, or, what he thought more popular, fome Proteftant Princefs, the 
daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or Orange: And on any of thefe, he promifed 
to confer a dowry equal to that offered by Portugal. But many reafons inclined 
Charles rather to accept of the Portuguefe propofals. The great diforders in the 
government and finances of Spain, made the execution of her promifes be much 
doubted; and the King's urgent wants demanded fome fupply of money. The 
interefr of the Engli!h commerce likewife feemed to require, that the independancy 
of Portugal !hould be fupported; lefl: the union of that crown with Spain !hould 
put the whole treafures of America into the hands of one potentate. The claimi 
too of Spain upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, rendered it impoffible, without farther 
conceffions, to obtain the cordial friendlhip of that power: And on the other 
hand, the offer, made by Portugal, of two fuch confiderable fortreffes, promifed 
a great acceffion to the naval force of England. Above all,. the propofat of a 
Proteftant Princefs was nn allurement to Charles,. whofe inclinations led him 
ftrongiy to give the preference N> a Catholic alliance. According to the moft pro-
bable accounts t, the refolution of marrying the daughter of Portugal was taken 
by the King, unknown to all his minifters ; and no remonftrances could prevail 
with him to alter his intentions. The chancellor, with Ormond and Southampton, 
urged many oppofite reafons; and particularly infifted on a report, which was 
current, of the incapacity of the Princefs to have children: But their arguments 
wer~ rejected. When_ the matter was laid before the council, all voices concurred 
in approving the refolution; and the Parliament expreifed the fame complaifance• 
And thus was concluded, feemingly with univerfal confent, the inaufpicious mar-

riage with Catharine, a Princefs of virtue, but who was never able, either by the zxll of May, 

graces of her perfon or humour, to make herfelf agreeable to the King. The re-
port however of her natural incapacity to have children, feems to have been. 
groundlefs; fince !he was twice declared to be pregnant t· 

THE feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by the trial and execution of crimi
nals. Berkftead, Cob bet, and Okey, three Regicides, had e!caped beyond fea ;. 

i- Carte's Ormond, Vol. ii. p. 254· This account feems better (upported, than that in Ablancourt's 
Memoin, that the chancellor chiefly pufhed the Portuguefe allianc<>. The fecret traofaflions of the 

court of England could not be fuppofed to be much known to a French refident at Lifbon: And wh1lt
ever oppofition the chancellor made, he would certainly endeavour to conceal it from the Q£een and 
all her family; and even in the parliament and co•Jncil would fupport the re!olution already taken •. 

! Lord Lanfdown's dcf€nce of general Monk. Temple, Vol. ii. p. 154-
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Ch!p. r. and after wandering fome time concealed in Germany, came privately to Delft, 
166z. having appointed their families to meet them in that place. They were difcovered 

by Downing, the King's refident in Holland, who had formerly ferved the Pro
teCtor and Commonwealth in the fame fiation, and who once had even been chap
lain to Okey's regiment. He applied to the States for a warrant to arrefi them. 

lt had been ufual for the States to grant thefe warrants ; tho' at the fame time, 
they had ever been careful fecretly to advertife the perfons, that they might be 
enabled to make their efcape. This precaution was eluded by the vigilance and 
difpatch of Downing. He quickly feized the criminals, hurried them on board 
a frigate which lay off the coafi, and fent them to England. Thefe three men 
behaved with more moderation and fubmiffion than any of the other Regicides, 
who had fuffered. Okey in particular, at the place of execution, prayed for the 
King, and expreffed his intention, had he lived, of fubmitting peaceably to the 
efiablin1ed government. He had rifen during the wars from being a chandler in 
London to a high rank in the army; and in all his conduct appeared to be a man 
of humanity and honour. In confideration of his good charaCter and of his dutiful 
behaviour, his body was given his friends to be buried. 

THE attention of the public was much engaged by the trial of two diftinguin1ed 
criminals, Lambert and Vane. Thefe men, tho' none of the immediate murder
ers of the King, had been excepted from the general indemnity, and committed 
to prifon. The Convention· Parliament, however, was fo favourable to them, as to 
petition the King, if they fhould be found guilty, to fufpend their execution : But 
this new Parliament, more zealous for Monarchy, applied for their trial and con-

TrialofVane. demnation. Not to revin difputes, which were better buried in oblivion, the in
dictment of Vane did not comprehend any of his actions during the war between 
the King and Parliament: It extended only to his behaviour after the late King's 
death, as member of the cor::icii of S[ate, and fecretary of the navy; where fide· 
lity to the truil: repofed in him, required his oppofition to Monarchy. 

VAN r: wanted neither courage nor capacity to avail himfelf of this advantage. 
He urged, that, if a compliance with the government, at that time eftablilhed in 
England, and an acknow.legement of its authority, were to be regarded as criminal, 
the whole nation had incurred equal guilt, and none would remain, whofe inno
cence could entitle them to try or condemn him for· his pretended treafons: That, 
according to thefe maxims, wherever an illegal authority was eftabli!hed by force, 
a total and univerfal deftruCl:ion muft enfue : while the ufurpers profcribed one 
part of the nation for difobedience, the lawful Prince punifhed the other for com
pliance: That the leginature of England, forefeeing this violent fituation, had 
provided for pubJic ftcurity by the famous ftatute of Henry the VIIth; in which it 

was 
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was enacted, that no man, in cafe of any revolution, fuould ever be queftioned for 
his obeJience to the King in being: That whether the eftablilhed government was 

I -

a Monarchy or a Commonwealth, the reafon of the thing was ftill the fame; nor 
ought the expelled Prince to think himfdf entitled to allegiance, fo long as he 
could not afford protection : That it belonged not to private perfons, po!fe!fed of 
no power, to difcufs the title of their governors; and every ufurpation, even the 
moft flagrant, would equally require obedience with the moft legal eftablifhment: 
That the controverfy between the late King and his Parliament was of the moft 
delicate natur~; and men of the greateft probity had been divided in their choice 
of the party which they Jbould embrace : That the Parliament, being rendered un
diffoluble but by their own confent, _was become a kind of co-ordinate power with 
the King;. and as the cafe was thus entirely new and unknown to the conftitution, 
it ought not to be tried rigidly by the letter of the antient laws : That for his part,. 
all the violences, which had been put upon the Parliament, and upon the perfon 
of the Sovereign, he had ever condemned ; nor had he once appeared in the houfe 
for fome time before and after the execution of the King : That, finding the 
whole government thrown into diforder, he was ftill refolved, in every revolution, 
to adhere to the Commons, the root, the foundation of all lawful authority: That 
in profecution of this principle, he had cheerfully undergone all the violence of 
Crom wei's tyranny; and would now, with equal alacrity, expofe himfelf to the 
rigours of perverted law and juftice: That tho' it was in his power, on the King's 
reftoration, to have efcaped from his enemies, he was determined, in imitation of 
the moft illufl:rious names of antiquity, to perilh in defence of liberty, and to give 
teftimony with his blood for that honourable caufe, in which he had been en lifted: 
And that, befides the ties, with which God and nature had bound him to his na,. 
tive country, he was vqluntarily engaged by the moft facred covenant, whofe obJi~ 
gation no earthly power fhoLild ever be able to make him relinquifh. 

Chap. I. 
166z. 

ALL the defence, which Vane could make, was fruitlefs. The court, confidering 1 Jth of June. 
more the general opinion of his aecive guilt in the beginning and profecution of the 
civil wars, than the articles of treafon charged againfr him, took advantage of the 
letter of the law, and brought him in guilty. His courage deferred him not upqn 
his condemnation. Tho' timid by nature, the perfwafion of a juft caufe [up-
ported him againft the terrors of death ; while h1s enthufiafm, excited by the prof· 
pect of glory, embellifhed the conclufion of a life, wl-;ich, thro' the whole courfe 
of it, had been fo much disfigured by the prevalence of that principle. Left pity 
for a courageous fufferer {hould make impreffion on the populace, drummers were 
placed under the fcaffold, whofe noife, as he began to launch out in refleCtions on and execu

the government, drowned his voice, and admoni!hed him to temper the ardour oft1ion~ f J 
4ta o une. 

his 
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Chap. L 
166z. 

his zeal. He was not aftonilhed at this unexpected incident. In all his behaviour, 
there appeared a firm and animated intrepidity ; and he conlidered death but as a 
paffage to that eternal felicity, which he believed to be prepar~d for him. 

Preibyterian 
dergy eject
ed. 
24th of Au
gull:. 

THIS man, fo celebrated for his parliamentary talents, and for his capacity in 
bulinefs, has left fome writings behind him : They treat, all of them, of religious 
fubjeC1:s, and are abfolutely unintelligible: No traces of eloquence, or even of 
common fenfe appear in them. A ftrange paradox 1 did we not know, that men 
of the greateft genius, where they relinquilh by principle the ufe of their reafon, 
are only enabled by their vigour of mind, to work themfelves the deeper into 
error and abfurdity. It was remarked, that, as Vane, by being the chief inftru
ment of Strafford's death, had firft opened the way for that deftruC1:ion, which 
overwhelmed the nation; fo by his own death he clofed the fcene of blood. He 
was the laft that fuffered on account of the civil wars. Lambc·rt, tho' condemned, 
was reprieved at the bar ; and the judges declared, that, if Vane's behaviour had 
been equally dutiful and fubmiffive, he would have experienced like lenity in the 
King. Lambert furvived his condemnation near thirty years. He was confined 
to the ifie of Guernfey; where he lived contented, forgetting all his paft fchemes 
of greatnefs, and entirely forgot by the nation. 

HowEVER odious Vane and Lambert to the Preibyterians, that party had no 
leizure to rejoice at their condemnation. The fatal St. Bartholomew approached; 
the day, when the clergy were obliged by the late law, either to relinquilh their 
livings, or tb fign the articles required of them. A combination had been entered 
into by the more zealous of the Preibyterian ecclefiaftics to refufe the fubfcription; 
in hopes, that the bifhops would not dare at once to expel fo great a number of the 
moll popular preachers. The Catholic party at court, who defired a great rent 
among the Proteftants, encouraged them in this obftinacy, and gave them hopes, 
that the King would proteCt them in their refutal. The King himLlf, by his irre
folute condutt, contributed, either from deflgn or accident, to encreafe this opinion. 
Above all, the terms of fubfcription had been made very ftrict and rigid, on pur
pofe to difguft all the zealous and fcrupulous among the Prefbyterians, and d~prive 
them of their livings. About 2000 of the clergy, in one day, re1inquifhed their 
cures ; and to the great afl:onifhment of the court, Lcrificed their intereft to their 
religious tenets. Fortified by fociety in their fufferings, they were refolved to un
dergo any hardfhips, rarher than openly renounce thofe principles, which, on other 
occaGons, they were fo apt, from interell, to warp or eluJe. The church enjoyed 
the pleafure of retaliation; and even pufhed, as urual, the vengeance farther than 
the offence. During the dominion of the Parliamentary party, a fifth of the liv
ings had been left to the ejetl:ed clergy; but this indulgence, tho' at firft infifted on 

by 
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by the Houfe of Peers, was now refufed tb the Prefbyterians. However difficult Chap. I. 
16Sz~ 

to conciliate peace among theologians, it was hoped by many that fome relaxation 
in the terms of communion might have kept the Prdbyteric.l•.'i united to the 
church, and have cured thofe eccld!aftical factions, which ha~ been fo fatal, and 
were frill fo dan;erous. Bi!hoprics were offered to Cala.rny, Baxter and Reynolds, 
great leaders among the Prefbyterians; the !aft only could be prev-ailed with to 

accept. Deaneries and other promotions were refufed by many. 

THE next meafure of the King has not had the good fortune to be juftified by any 
party; but is often confidered as one of the greateft miftakes, if not blemilhes, of 
his reign: 'Tis the fale qf Dunkirk to the French. The partlmonio1.1-S maxims of the D mkirk fold 

P I. r1 h l"b 1 1- ] "f} d·r: r: · f h K' b 'll to thcFrench ar Iament, any t e fl erq , not to ay av1 1, ltpOtHJOn o t 1e wg, were ut 1 • 

fuited to ea<:h other; and notwi:hfl:anding all the fupplies voted him, his .treafury 
was fiill very empty and very much indebted. He !ud received the fum of zoo,ooo 
.crowns from France; but the forces fent over to Portugal, and the fleets, maintained 
in order to defend that kingdom, had already c;0ft the King that fJm, and t()gether 
with it, above double the money, which h~ had received for theQueep's dowry*:. 
The time fixed for payment of his filler's port.jon to the duke of Orleans was now 
approaching. Tangiers, a fortrefs frqm which great benefit was expected, wa_s 
become an additional burthen on the crown ; and Rutherford, who no .v com· 
manded in Dunkirk, had encreafed the charge of that garrifon to a hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds a year. Thefe confiderations had fuch influence, not 
only on the King, but even on Clarendon, that that uncorrupt minifter was the 
mofl: forward to advife the accepting a fum of money in lieu of a place which, he 
thought, the King, from the narrow fi:ate of his revenue, was no longer able to 
retain. By the treaty with Portugal, it was fripulated, that Dunkirk ihould 
never be yielded to the Spaniards: France was therefote the only purchafer that 
remained. D'Eftrades was invited over by a letter from the chancellor himfelf, 
in order to conclude the bargain. Nine hundred thoufand pounds were demand-
ed: One hundred thoufand were offered. The Englilh by degrees lowered their 
demands: The French raifed their offer: And the bargain was ftruck at 40o,ooo 
pounds. The artillery and ftores were valued at a fifth of the fum t. The im-
portance of this fale was not, at that time, fufficiently known, either abroad or at 
home =I=· The French Monarch himfelf, tho' fo fond of acquificions, and fo good 

a judge 

* D'Eftrade, 17th of Augull-, 166z. t ld. zlfl: of AuguR, 12th of Sep'ember, 166z. 
t It appears, however, from many of D'Eil:radc's letters, particularly that of the 21fl: of Augu!l:, 

t66r, that the King mighL have transferred Dunkirk to the Parli;ment, who would not have refufed 
t<J bear the charges of it, but were unwilling; to give money to the King for that purpofe. The King 

VoL. VI. X on 
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a judge of his own interefts, thought that he had made a very hard bargain * ; 
and this fum, in appearance fo fmall, was the utmoft which he would allow his 

ambaifador to offer. 

A NEW incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the King's charaCter and prin
ciples of policy as at firft the nation was fomewhat at a lofs how to interpret, but 
fuch as fubfequent events, by degrees, rendered fufficiently plain and manifeft. 
He iffued a declaration on pretence of mitigating the rigours contained in the 
aCt of uniformity. After expreffing his firm refolution to obferve the general 
indemnity, and to truft entirely to the affeCtions of his fubjetts, not to any 
military power, for the fupport of his throne ; he mentioned the promifes of li
berty of confcience, contained in his declaration of Breda. And he fubjoined, 
that, " as in the firft place he had been zealous to fettle the uniformity of the 
'' church of England, in difcipline, ceremony and government, and flull ever 
" conftantly maintain it : So as for what concerns the penalties upon thofe who, 
" living peaceably, do not conform themfelves thereunto, thro' fcruple and ten
" dernefs of mifguided confcience, but modeftly and without fcandal perform 
" their devotions in their own way, he fhould make it his fpecial care, fo far a~ 
c:' in him lay, without invading the freedom of Parliament, to incline their wif
,, dom next approaching feffions to concur with him in making fome fuch aCt for 
" that purpofe, as may enable him to exercife, with a more univerfal fatisfattion, 
" that power of difpenGng, which he conceived to be inherent in him t." Here 
a moft important prerogative was exercifed by the King; but under fuch artificial 
referves and limitations as might prevent the full difcuffion of the claim, and obvi
ate a breach between him and his Parliament. The foundation of this meafure 
lay much deeper, and was of the utmoft confequence. 

THE King, during his exile, had imbibed ftrong prejudices in favour of the 
Catholic religion ; and according to the moft probable accounts, had already beefl 
reconciled in form to the church of Rome. The great zeal, expreffed by the 
parliamentary party againft all Papifts, had always, from a fpirit of oppofition, 
inclined the court and all the Royalifts to adopt more favourable fentiments towards 
that feet, who, thro' the whole courfe of the civil wars, had ftrenuou11y fupported 

on the other hand was jealou;, left the Parliament iliould acquire any fuch feparate dominion or au
thority: A proof that the government was not as yet fettled into that compofure and mutual confi
dence, which IS abfolutely requifite for conducting it. 

* ld. 3d of October, 166z. The chief importance indeed of Dunkitk to the Engli(h wa;, that it 
was able extremtly to dJilrefs their trade, when in the hands cf the French : But ic was Lewis the 

XIVch wno firft made it a good fea-port. England can have no occafion to tranfport armies 10 the 
continent, but in fupport of fome ally whofe towns ferve to the fame purpofe a; Dunkirk would, if 
iFI the hand5 of the Engliili. 

t Kennet's Regill:er, p. 8 jO. 

the 



C H A R L E S II. 

the rights of the Sovereign. The rigour too, which the King, during his abode 
in Scotland, had experienced from the Prefbyterians, dilpofed him to run into the 
other extreme, and to bear a kindnefs to the party, moil: oppofite in its genius to 
the feverity of thofe religionifts. The folicitations and importunities of the ~reen 
mother,~ the contagion of the company which he frequented, the view of a more 
fplendid and courtly mode of worfhip, the hopes of indulgence in pleafure; all 
thefe caufes operated powerfully on a young Prince, whofe carelefs and diffoluce 
temper made him incapable of adhering clofely to the principles of his early edu
cation. But if the tboughtlefs humour of Charles rendered him an eafy convert 
to Popery, the fame difpofition ever prevented the theological tenets of that feet 
from taking any fafi: hold of him. During his vigorous ftate of he.1lth, while his 
blood was warm and his fpirits high, a contempt and difregard of all religion 
held poffeffion of his mind; and he might more properly be denominated a Deifl: 
than a Catholic. But in thofe revolutions of temper, when the love of raillery 
gave place to refleCtion, and his penetrating, but negligent underftanding, was 
clouded with fears and apprehenfions, he had fiarts of more fincere conviction, 
.and a feet, which always poffeffed his inclinations, was then mafter of his judge
ment and opinion. 

BuT tho' the King thus floatoo, during his whole reign, between irreligion, 
which he more openly profeifed, and Popery, to which he retained a fecret pro
penfity, his brother, the duke of York, had zealoul1y adopted all the principles 
of that theological party. His eager temper and narrow underftanding made him 
a thorough convert, without any referve from intereft, or doubts from reafoning 
and enquiry. By his application ro bufinefs, he had acquired a great afcendant 
over the King, who, tho' poffeffed of much more difcernmenr, was glad to throw 
the burthen of affairs on the Duke, of whom he entertained little jealoufy. On 
pretence of eafing the Proteftant diffenters, they agreed upon a plan for intro:
ducing a general toleration, and giving the Catholics the free exercife of their 
religion; at leaft, the exercife of it in private houfes. The two brothers faw 
with pleafure fo numerous and popular a body of the clergy refufe conformity; 
and it was hoped, that, under fhelter of their name, the fmall and hated feet of 
the Catholics might meet with favour and proteCl:ion. 

Chap. I. 
166z, 

BuT while the King pleaded his early promifes of toleration, and infifted on 1663. 

many other plaufible topics, the Parliament, who fat a little after the declaration 18th of Fe

w as iffued, could by no means be fatisfied with this meafure. The declared in- bruary. 

tention of eafing the Diifenters, and the fecret purpofe of favouring the Catholics, 
were equally difagreeable to them; and in thefe prepofi~ffions they were encouraged 

X 2 by 
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by the King's rninifi:ers themfelves, particularly the chancellor. The houfe of 
Commons reprefented to the King, that his declaration of Breda contained no 
promife to the Prefbyterians and other Diifenters, but only an expreffion of his in
tentions, upon the fuppofition of the Parliament's concurrence ; that even if the 
Nonconformifts had been entitled to plead a promife, they had entrulled this claim, 
as well as all their other rights and privileges, to the Houle of Commons, who 
were their reprefentatives, . and who now freed the King from that obligation ; 
that it was not to be fuppofed, that his Majefl:y and the Houfes were fo bound by 
that declaration as to be incapacitated from making any laws, which might be con
trary to it; that even at the King's refioration, there were laws of uniformity in 
force, which could not be difpen[ed with but by ac't of Parliament ; and that the 
indulgence propofed would prove moil: pernicious both to Church and State,. 
would open the door to fchifm, encourage faction, difturb the public peace, and 
difcredit the wifdom of the legiilature. The King did not think proper, after this 
remonftrance, to infifi any farther at prefent on the projeCt of indulgence. 

IN order to deprive the Catholics of all hopes, the two Houfes concurred in a 
remonftrance againft them. The King gave a very gracious anfwer; tho' he. 
fcrupled not to profefs his gratitude towards many of that perfuafion, on account 
of their faithful fervices in his father's caufe and in his own. A proclamation, for 
form's fake, was foon after iffued againfi Jefuits and Romilh priefts: But care was 
taken, by the very terms of it, to render it ineffectual. The Parliament had al
lowed, that all the foreign priefis, belonging to the two ~eens, fhould be ex
cepted, and that a permiffion for them to remain in England lhould frill be 
granted. In the proclamation, the word foreign was purpofely omitted; and the 
Q8eens were thereby authorized to give proteCtion to as many Englifh priefis as. 
they fhould think proper. ·· 

THAT the King might reap fome advantage from his compliances, however 
fallacious, he engaged the Commons anew into an examination of his revenue, 
which, chiefly by the negligence in levying ir, had proved, he faid, much infe
rior to the public charges. N otwithfianding the price of Dunkirk, his debts, 
he complained, amounted to a confiderable fum ; and to fatisfy the Commons, 
that the money formerly granted him had not been prodigally expended, he 
offered to lay before them the whole account of his difburfements. It is however 
agreed on all hands, that the King, tho', during his banifhment, he had ma
naged his fmall and precarious income with great order and ceconomy, had now 
much abated of thefe virtues, and was unable to make his royal revenues fuffice 
for his expences. The Commons, without entering into too nice a difquifition, 

voted 
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voted him four fubfidies ; and this was the laft time, that taxes were levied in Chap. I. 

that mann,er. 1663. 

SEVERAL laws were made this feffion with regard to trade. The militia alfo 
came under confideration, and fome rules were eftablilhed for ordering and arming 
it. It was enacted, that the King fhould have no power of keeping the militia un
der arms above fourteen days in the year. The fituation of this ifiand, together with 
its great naval power, has always occafioned other means of fecurity, however requi
fite,. to be much neglected amongft us: And the Parliament fbowed here a very 
fuperfluous jealoufy of the King's ftriCl:nefs in difciplining the militia. The prin
ciples of liberty rather require a contrary jealoufy. 

THE earl of Briftol's friendfbip with Clarendon, which had fubfifted, with great 
intimacy, during their exile and the diftreffes of the royal party, had been confider
ably impared fince the reftoration, by the chancellor's refufal of his a!fent to fome 
grants, which Briftol had applied for to a court lady: And a little after, the latter 
nobleman, agreeable to the impetuofity and indtfcretion of his temper, broke out 
againft the minifter in the moil: outrageous manner. He even entered a charge of 
treafon againft him before the Houfe of Peers ; but had concerted his plan fo im
prudently, that the judges, when confulted, declcred, that, neither for its matter, 
nor its form, could it legally be received. The articles indeed refemble more the 
incoherent altercations of a paffionate enemy, than a ferious charge fit to be 
difcuffecl by a court of judicature; and Briffol himfelf was fo alhamed of his con
duB: and defeat, that he abfconded during fome time. Notwithftanding his fine· 
talents, his eloquence, his fpirit, and his courage, he could never regain the cha
raCter, which he loft by this hafty and precipitant meafure. 

BuT tho' Clarendon was able to elude this rafh affault, he was fenfibly declining D 1. f ec me o 
in his credit at court; and in proportion as the King found himfelf eftablilhed on the Clarendon's 

throne, he began to alienate himfelf from a minifter whofe character was fo little credit. 

fuited to his own. The King\ favour for the Catholics was always oppofed by 
Clarendon, public liberty wa-., fecur~d againft all attempts of the over-zealous Roy-
ali!h, prodigal grants were checked or refufed, and the dignity of his own charac-
ter was fo much confulted by the chancellor, that he made it an inviolable rule,. 
as did alfo his friend, Southampton, never to enter into any connexion with the 
royal mifireffes. The King's favourite was Mrs. Palmer, afterwards created dut-
chefs of Cleveland; a wom,an prodigal, rapacious, diffolute, vio1ent, revengeful. 
She failed not in her turn to undermine Clarendon's credit with his mafter; and 
her fuccefs was at this time made apparent to the whole world. Secretary Nicho-
las, the chancellor's great friend, was removed from his place; and Sir Harry 
Bennet, his avowed enemy, was ~dvanced to that office, Bennet was foon after-
~reated lord Arlington. 

2 
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THo' the King's conduc( had hitherto, fince his reftoration, been, in the main,, 
laudable, men of penetration began to obferve, that thofe virtues, by which he had, 
at firft, fo much dazled and enchanted the nation, had great fhow, but not equa} 
folidity. His good underftanding lo£1: much of its influence by his want of appli
cation; his bounty was more the refult of a facility of difpofition than of any ge .. 
nerofity of charaEter; his facial humour led him frequently to neglect his dig
nity; his love of pleafure was not attended with proper fentiment and decency; 
and while he feemed to bear a goodwill to every one that approached him, he had 
a heart not very capable of fincere friend !hip, and he had fecretly entertained a very 
bad opinion and diftrufl: of mankind. But above all, what fullied his character in 
the eyes of good judges was his negligent ingratitude towards the unfortunate cava
liers, whofe zeal and fufferings for the royal caufe had known no bounds. This 
conduCl: however in the King may, from the circumftances of his fituation and 
temper, admit of fome excufe; at lea£1:, of fome alleviation. As he had been 
reftored more by the efforts of his reconciled enemies than of his antient friends, 
the former pretended a title to fhare his favour; and being from pratl:ice, acquaint
ed with public bufinefs, they were better qualified to execute any truft committed 
to them. The King's revenues were far from being large, or even equal to his 
necelfary expences; and his mifl:relfes, and the companions of his mirth and plea
fures, gained by follicitation every requefl: from his eafy temper. The very po
verty, to which the more zealous Royalifl:s had reduced themfelves, by render
ing them infignificant, made them unfit to fupport the King's meafures, and 
caufed him to regard them as a ufelefs incumbrance. And as many falfe and ri
diculous claims of merit were offered, his natural indolence, averfe to a ftriCl: 
difcuffion or enquiry, led him to treat them all with equal indifference. The 
Parliament took fome notice of the poor cavaliers. Sixty thoufand pounds were 

at one time diftributed among them : Mrs. Lane alfo and the Penderells had 
handfome prefents and penfions from the King. But the greateft part of the 
Royalifl:s frill remained in poverty and diO:refs; aggravated by the cruel difap
pointment of their fanguine hopes, and by feeing favour and preferment beft:ow
ed upon their moO: inveterate foes. With regard to the act of indemnity and 
oblivion, they univerfally faid, that it was an act of indemnity to the King's ene~ 
mies, and of oblivion to his friends. 

CHAP .. 
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C H A P. II. 

A new fejjion.-Rupture with Holland.-A new fejjion.-J7ielory if 
thf Englijh.-Rupture with France.-Rupture with Denmark.
New Jejjion.-Sea-jight of four days.-Vielory of the EtJg/ijh.
Fire qf London.-Advances towards peace.-Difgrace at Chatham.
Peace if Breda.-Ciarendon's foll,-and banijhment.-State of France, 
-CharaCier if Lewis XIV.-Frmcb invajion of the Low Countries. 
-Negotiations.-'lriple league.-Treaty of Aix-la-chapelle.-
Affairs if Scotland)-and if Ireland. 

T HE next feffions of Parliament difcovered a continuance of the fame prin-
66 

, 

ciples, which had actuated all the foregoing; Monarchy and the church 16t~ of+ 

were frill the objeCts of tender affection. During no period of the prefent reign, ~arc\ ffi 
did this fpirit pafs more evidently the bounds of reafon and moderation. new e on~ 

THE King in his fpeech to the Parliament, had ventured openly to demand a 
repeal of the triennial act ; and he even went fo far as to declare, that, notwith
ftanding the law, he never would allow any Parliament to be affembled by the me
thods prefcribed in that famous ftatute. The Parliament, without taking offence 
at this declaration, repealed the law; and in lieu of all the fecurities, formerly 
provided, fatisfied themfelves with a general claufe, " that Parliaments lhould not 
" be interrupted above three years at the moft., As the Englifh Parliament had 
now raifed itfelf to be a regular check and controul upon royal power; 'tis evi
dent, that they ought frill to have preferved a regular fecurity for their meeting, 
and not t:o have trufted entirely to the goodwill of the King, who, if ambitious or 
enterpriEng, had fo little reafon to be pleafed with thefe affemblies. Before the 
end of Charles's reign, the nation had occafion to feel very fenfibly the bad ef
feCls of this repeal. 

Bv the act of uniformity, every clergyman, who i11ould officiate without being 
properly qualified, was punilhable by fines and imprifonment: But this fecurity was 
not thought fuffi.cient for the church. It was now enacted, that, wherever five 
perfons above thofe of the fame houfehold, fhould a{fembJe in a religious congre
gation, every one of them was liable, for the firft offence, to be imprifoned three 

months 
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months or pay five pounds; for the !c-cond, to be imprifoned fix months or pay 
ten pounds ; and for the third, to be tranfported feven years or pay one hundred 
pounds. The Parliament had only in their eye the malignity of the fetl:aries: They 
:lhould have carried their attention farther, to the caufe of that malignity, the for
mer reihaint and hardlhips, which they had undergone. 

THE Commons likewife paffed a vote, that the wrongs, difhonours, and indigni
. ties, offered to the Englifh by the fL1bjeCl:s of the United Provinces, were the great
eft obfhuctions to all foreign trade : And they promifed to affift the King with 

. their lives and fortunes in afferting the rights of his crown againft all oppofition 
whatfoever. This was the firft open ftep towards a Dutch war. We muft ex
plain the caufes and motives of this meafure. 

Rupture with THAT clofe union and confederacy, which, during a courfe of near feventy years, 
Holland. has fubfifl:rd, without interruption or jealoufy, between England and Holland, is 

not fo much founded on the natural unalterable interefts of thefe States, as on their 
terror of the growing power of France, who, without their combination, it is ap
prehended would foon extend her dominion over Europe. In the firft years of 
Charles's reign, when the ambitious genius of the French Monarch had not, as yet, 
ciifplayed itfelf; and when the mighty force of his people was, in a great meafure~ 
unknown even to themfelves; the rivalfhip of commerce, not checked by any other 
jealoufy or apprehenfion, had naturally in England begot a violent enmity againfl:: 
the neighbouring Republic. 

TRADE was beginning, among the Englifh, to be a matter of very general con
cern; but notwithftanding all their efforts and advantages, their commerce feem
ed hitherto to ftand upon a footing, which was fomewhat precarious. The Dutch, 
who, by indufl:ry and frugality, were enabled to underfell them in every market, 
retained poffeffion of the moft lucrative branches of commerce; and the Englilh. 
merchants had the mortification to find, that all attempts to extend their trade were 
ftill turned, by the vigilance of their rivals, to their lofs and dilhonour. Their in
dignation increafed, when they confidered the fuperior naval power of England, 
the bravery of her officers and feamen, her favourable fituation by which fhe was 
enabled to intercept the whole Dutch commerce. By the profpett of thefe advan
tages, they were ftrongly prompted from motives lefs j ufl: than political, to make 
war upon the States; and at once to ravifh from them by force, what they could 
not obtain, or could obtain but Oowly, by fuperior :fkill anj indufiry. 

THE carelefs, unambitious temper of Charies rendered him Jitt'e capable of 
forming fo vall a project as that of engroffing the commerce and naval power of 
Europe; yet could he net remain altogether infenfible to fuch obvious and fuch 
tempting profpe¢l:s. His genius, happily turned towards mechanics, inclined him 

to 
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'to "fl:udy naval affairs, which, next to pleafure, he both loved the moil: of all things, 
and underftood the ·be ft. Tho' the Dutch, during his exile, had expre.!fed towards 
him more civility and friendlhip, than he had received from any other foreign 
power; the Louveftein or ariftocratic faction, which, at this time, ruled the Com
monwealth; had fallen into clofe union with France; and could that party be fub-
dued, he might hope, that his nephew, the young Prince of Orange, would be re-
inftated in the authority, poffefTed by his anceftors, and would bring the States to a 
dependance ·under England. His narrow revenues made it frill requifire for him to 
ftudy the humour of his people, which now ran violently towards war; and it has 
been fufpeB:ed, tho' the fufpicion was not juftified by the event, that the hopes of 
diverting fome of the fupplies to his private ufe were not ovedooked by this necef-
fitous Monarch. 

THE doke of York, more aCI:ive and enterprizing, pufhed more eagerly the war 
with Holland. He defired an opportunity of diftinguilhing himCelf: He loved to 
cultivate commerce: He was at the head of a new African company, whofe trade 
was extremely checked by the fettlements of the Dutch: And perhaps, the bigotted 
prejudices, by which that Prince was always fo much governed, began, even fo 
early, to in11ill into him an antipathy againft a protellant·Commonwealth, the bul
wark of the reformation. Clarendon and Southampton, obferving that the nation 
was not fortified by any foreign alliance, were averfe to the war; but their credit 
was now on the decline. 

BY thefe concurring motives, the Court 'and Parliament,were both of them in- 17thofMay. 

clintd to a Dutch war. The Parliament was prorogued without voting any [up-
plies: But as they had been induced, without any open application from the Crown, 
topafs that vote abovementioned againft the Dutch encroachments, it was reafonably 
confidered as fanCI:ion fufficient for the vigorous meafures, which were refolved on. 

DoWNING, theEnglilh minifter at the Hague, a man of an infolenr, impetuous 
temper, prefented a memorial to the States, containing a lift of thofe depredations, 
which the Englifh complained of. It is remarkable, that all the pretended depre
dations preceded the year t66 z, when a treaty of league and alliances had been re
newed with the Dutch; and thefe complaints were then thought, either fo unjuft 
or fo frivolous, that they had not been mentioned in that treaty. Two fhips alone, 
the Bonaventure and the Good- hope, had been claimed by the Englifh; and it was 
agreed, that they fhould profecute their claim by the ordinary courfe of juftice. 
The States had configntd a fum of money, in cafe the caufe lhould be decided 
againft them; but the matter was ftill in dependance. Cary, who was entruH:ed 
by the proprietors with the management of the lawfuit for the Bonaventure, had 
refolved to accept of thirty thcmfand pounds, which were offered him; but was 

·VoL. VI. Y hindered 
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Chap. II. hindered by Downing, who told him, that the claim was a matter of fiate between 
1664. the two nations, not a concern of pri·vate perfons *. Thefe circumfiances give us 

no favourable idea of the jufiice of the Engli!h pretenfions. 

Ca ARLES confined not himfelf to memorials and remonftrances. Sir Robert 
Holmes was fecretly difpatched with a fquadron of twenty-two fhips to the coaft of 
Africa. He not only expelled the Dutch from Cape Corfe, to which the Engli!h 
had fome pretenfions : He likewife feized the Dutch fettlements of Cape Verde
and the Ifle of Goree, together with feveral fhips trading on that coaft. And 
having failed to America, he poifeffed himfelf of Nova Belgi~, fince called New 
York; a territory, which James the firft had given by patent to the earl of 
Stirling, but which had never been planted but by the Hollanders.. When the
States complained of thefe hoftile meafures, the King, unwilling to avow what he 
could not well jufrify, pretended to be totally ignorant of Holmes's enterprize. 
He likewife confined Holmes to the Tower; but fame time after refl:ored him to 
his liberty. 

THE. Dutch, finding that their applications for red refs were likely to be eluded,. 
and that a ground of quarrel was induil:rioufiy fought for by the Englifh, began 
to arm with diligence. They even exerted, with fome precipitation, an act of 
vigor, which hafl:ened on the rupture. Sir John Lawfon and de Ruyter had been 
fent with combined fquadrons into the Mediterranean, in order to chail:ife the pyra
tical States on the coafl: of Barbary ; and the time of their feparation and return 
was now approaching, The States fecretly difpatched orders to de Ruyter, that 
he iliould take in provifions at Cadiz ; and failing towards the coaft of Guinea, 
.ihould retaliate on the Englifh, and put the Dutch in poffeilion of thofe fettlements 
whence Holmes had expelled them. De Ruyter, having a confiderable force' on 
board, met with no oppofition in Guinea. All the new acquifitions ofthe Englifh,. 
except Cape Corfe, were recovered from them. They were even difpo!feifed of 
fotne old fettlements. Such of their fhips as fell into his hands were feized by de 
Ruyter. That admiral failed next to America. H,e attacked Barbadoes, but wai. 
repulfed. He afterwards committed hofl:dities on Long Ifland. 

MEANWHILE, the Englifh preparations for war were advancing with vigor and 
indufi:ry. The King had received no fupplies from Parliament; but by his own 
funds and credit he was enabled to equip a fleet: The city of London lent him 
10o,ooo pounds: The fpirit of the nation feconded his armaments: He himfelf 
went from port to port, infpeCting with great diligence, and encouraging the work: 
And in a little time the Englilh navy was put in a very formidable condition. 
Eight hundred thoufand pounds are faid to have been expended on this armament. 

"' Temple, vol. ii, p. 4.2. 
When 
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When Lawfon arrived, and communicated his fufpicion of de Ruyter's enterprize, ChaJ'. rr. 
·orders were iffued for feizing all Dutch /hips; and I 35 fell into the hands of the •664· 

Englifu, Thefe were not confifcated nor declared prizes, till afterwards, when 
war was proclaimed. 

THE Parliament, when met, granted a fupply, the Jargeft by far, that had ever 24-th ofNo

been given to a King of England, but no more than fufficient for the prefent unu ~e:e~~effion. 
dertaking. Near two millions and a half were voted, to be levied by quarterly 
payments in three years. The avidity of the merchants, together with the great 
profpeCl: of fuccefs, had animated the whole nation againft the Dutch. 

A GREAT alteration was made this feffion in the method of taxing the clergy. 
In almoft all the other Monarchies of Europe, the affemblies, whofe confent was 
formerly requifite to the enacring of laws, were compofed of three eftates, the 
clergy, the nobility, and the commonalty, which formed fo many members of the 
political body, of which the King was conl1dered as the head. In England too, 
the Parliament was always reprefented as confifting of three efiates; but their fe
paration was never fo diftintt as in other kingdoms. A convocation, however~ 
had ufually fat at the fame time with the Parliament: Tho' they pofTeffed not a ne
gative voice in the palling of laws, and affumed no f.1rther power than that of im
pofing taxes on the clergy. By reafon of ecclefiafiical preferments, which he could 
befiow, the King's influence over the church was more confiderable than over the 
laity; fo that the fubfidies, granted by the convocation, were commonly greater 
than thofe voted by the Parliament. The ehurch, therefore, was not difpb1fed to 
depart tacitely from the right of taxing herfelf, and allow the Commons to lay im
pofitions on ecclefiaflical revenues as on the reft of the Kingdom. In recompence., 
two fubfidies, which the convocation had formerly granted, were remitted, and the 
parochial clergy were allowed to vote at eleB:ions. Thus the church of England 
made a barter of power for profit. Their convocations, having become ufelefs to 
the Crown, have been very much difufed of late years. 

THE Dutch faw, with the utmoft regret, a w~tr approaching, whence they might 
dread the mofi fatal confequences, but which afforded no profpecr of advantage. 
They tried every art of negotiation, before they would come to extremity. Their 
meafures were at that time diretted by John de Wit, a minifier equally eminent 
for greatnefs of mind, for capacity, and for integrity. Tho' moderate in his pri
vate deportment, he knew how to adopt in his public councils that magnanimity, 
which fuits the minifter of a great fiate. It was ever his maxim, that no indepen_ 
dant government fhould yield to another any evident point of reafon or equity; and 
that all fuch conceffions, fo far from prevem:ing war, ferved to no other purpofe 
.than to provoke frdh claims and infolences. By his management a fpirit of union 

Y 2 was 
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was preferved in all the provinces; great fums were levied ; and a navy was equip
ped, compofed of larger fhips than the Dutch had ever built before, and able to. 

cope with the fleet of England. 

66
_ As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de Ruyter's enterprizes, Charles de-

zz/of F~bru- c]ared war againfi the States. His fleet, confifiing of 1 14 fail, befides firefhips 
•ry. and ketches, was commanded by the duke of York, and under him by prince 

Rupert and the earl of Sandwich. It had about 22,000 men on board. Ob
dam, who was admiral of the Dutch navy, of nearly equal force, declined not 

\~~~:J~;:b.e the combat. In the heat of action, when engaged in a clofe fight with the duke of 
Engli1b. York, Obdam's fhip blew up. This accident much difcouraged the Dutch, who 

fled towards their own coaft. Tromp alone, fon of the famous admiral, killed 
during the ProteCl:orfhip, bravely fuftained with his fquadron the efforts of the 

· Englifh, and proteCted the rear of his countrymen. The vanquifhed had nineteen 
:fhips funk and taken. The viCtors loft only one. Sir John Lawfon died foon 
~fter of his wounds. 

IT is affirmed, and with great appearance of reafon, that this viCtory might have 
been rendered much more compleat, had not orders been iffued to flacken fail by 
Brounker, one of the duke's bedchamber, who pretended authority from his mafter. 
The duke difclaimed the orders; but Brounker never was fufficiently punifhed fo.r 
his temerity*. It is allowed, however, that the duke behaved with great bravery 
during the aCtion. He was long in the thickefl: of the fire. The earl ofFal
mouth, lord Mu:fkerry, and Mr. Boyle, were killed by one fhot at his fide, _and 
covered htm all over with their brains and gore. And it is not likely, thJt, in 
a purfuit, where even perfons of inferior ftation, and of the moft cowardly difpo
fition, acquire courage, a comma:1der fhould feel his fpirits to flag, and 

-f11culd turn from the back of an enemy, whofe face he had not been afr.:tid to 
enco:.dlter. 

Tms difaO:er threw the Dutch into conll:ernativn, and determi11ed de \Vir, who 
was the fonl of all their councils, to exert his milit,•ry capacity, in ord,r to fupport 
the declining cotuage of his countrymen. He went on board the fleet, which he 
took under his command; and he foon remedied all thofe diforders, which had been 
occafioned by the late misfortune. The genius of this man was of the mofi ex
tenfive nature. He quickly became as much mafter of naval affjm, as if he had 
from his infancy been educated in them; and he even improved fame parts of pilo~ 
tage and failing, beyond what men expert in thofe arts had ever been able to attain. 

* Burnet fufficiently accounts for Erounker's impunity, by informing us1 tl11t. he was a favourite 
.cfthe dutchef:; of Clevdand, the King's favounte miiheCs, 
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THE misfortunes of the Dutch determined their allies to act for their affiftance Chap. II; 
:and fupport. The King of France was engaged in a defenfive alliance with the 1665· 

States; but as his naval force was yet in its infancy, he was extremely averfe, at Rupture with 

f . . . h :fi c "d bl E I d H France, that rime, rom entenng mro a war wtt o 10rm1 a e a rower as ng an . e · 
tried long to mediate a peace between the two parties, and for that purpofe fent 
an embaffy to London, which returned without effecting any thing. Lord Hol-
lis, the Englifh ambaffador at Paris, endeavoured to draw over Lewis to the fide of 
England ; and in his mafrer's name, made him the mofl: tempting offers. Charles 
was content to abandon all the Spani01 Low Countries to the French, without 
pretending to a foot of ground for himfelf; provided Lewis would allow him to 

purfue his advantages againft the Dutch*. But the French Monarch, tho' the 
congueft of that valuable territory was the chief object of his ambition, rejected 
the ofrer as contrary to his intereil: : He thought, that, if the Englifh had once 
eftablilhed an uncontroleable dominion over the fea and over commerce, they 
would foon be able to render his acquifitions a very dear purchafe to him. When 
de Lianne, the French fecretary, affured Van Buninghen, ambaffador of the 
States, that this offer had been preffed on his mafl:er during fix months ; " I can 
" readily believe it/' replied the Dutchman ; " I am fenfible that it is the intereft 
,;' of England t .'' 

SucH were the eftablifhed maxims at that time with regard to the interefts of 
Princes. It muft however be allowed, that the politics of Charles in making this 
offer, were not a little hazardous. The extreme weaknefs of Spain would have 
rendered the French conguefl:s eafy and infallible : But the vigour of the Dutch, 
it might be forefeen, would make the fuccefs of the Englifh much more preca
rious. And even were the naval force of Holland totally annihilated, the acqui
fition of the Dutch commerce to England could not be relied on as <:1. certa-in con
feguence; nor is trade a conftant attendant of power, but depends on many 
other, and fame of them very delicate, circumftances. 

TH:o' the King of France was refolved to fupport the Hollanders in that unequal 
conteft, in which they were engaged ; he yet protracted his declaraticn, and em
ployed the time in naval preparations, both in the Ocean and the Mediterranean, 
The King of Denmark mean while was ref(;Jved not ro remain an idle fpeCtamr of 
the conteft bet\veen the maritime powers. The parr, which he ach-d, was the moft 
extraordinary. He made a fecret agreement with Charles to feizc all the Dutch. 
fbip!> in his harbours, and to fhare the fpoils with the Englifh, provided they would 
affift him in executing this meafure. In or(~er to encreafe his prey,· he perndi~ 
~uOy invited the Dutch f11ips to take ilielter in his ports; ;.:;:J accorciingly,. 
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Ch 3 r· H. the Eaft India fleet, very richly laden, had put into Bergen. Sandwich, who now 
!
66

5· commanded the Er:glifu navy (the Duke having gone alhore) difpatched Sir Tho
mas Tiddiman with a fquadron te attack them; but whether from the King of 
Denmark's delay in fending orders to the governor, or, what is more probable, 

3d of ,\ugult. from his avidity in endeavouring to engrofs the whole booty, the Englifh admi
ral, tho' he behaved with great bravery, failed of his purpofe. The Danifh go
vernor fired upon him; and the Dutch, having had leifure to fortify themfelves, 
made a very gallant rdill:ance. 

THE King of Denmark, fee:ningly alhamed of his conduct, concluded with Sir 
·Gilbert Talbot, the E1;glith envoy, an offenfive alliance againft the States; and at 

the very fame time, hi'; refident at the Hague, by his orders, concluded an offen
~{·Jrture with five alliance againfl: England. To this !aft alliance he adhered, probably from 
;J,nmark. jealoufy of the encreafing naval power of England; and he feized and confifcated all 

the Englifh f11ips in his harbours. This was a very fenfible check to the advanta
ges, which Charles had obtained over the Dutch. Not only a great blow was given 
to the Englifu commerce: The King ofDenmark's naval force was alfo confiderable, 
and threatened every moment a conjunction with the Hollanders. That Prince 
ftipulated to affift his allies with a fleet of thirty fail ; and he received in return a 
yearly fubfidy of r ,soo,ooo crowns ; of which 3co,oco were paid by France. 

THE King endeavoured to counterballance thefe confederacies by acquiring new 
friends and allies. He had difpatched Sir Richard Fan!haw into Spain, who met 
with a very cold reception. That Monarchy was funk into a great degree of weak-

, nefs, and was menaced with an invalion from France; yet could not any motive 
prevail with Philip to enter into a cordial friendfuip with England. Charles'& al
liance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica and Tangiers, the fale of Dunkirk 
to the French; all thefe offences funk fo deep into the mind of the Spani!h Mo
narch, that no motive of intereft was fufficient to outweigh them. 

THE bifhop of Munfter was the only ally that Charles could acquire. That 
prelate, a man of reftlefs enterprize and ambition, had entertained a violent ani
mofity againft the States ; and he was eafily engaged, by the promife of fubfidies 
from England, to make an incurfion on that Republic. With a tumultuary army 
of near 20,ooo men, he invaded her territories, and met with weak refiftance. The 
land-forces of the States were as feeble and ill governed, as their fleets were gallant 
and formidable. But after committing great ravages in feveral of the provinces, 
a ftop was put to the progrefs of this warlike prelate. He had not military fkill 
fufficient to improve the ad vantages, which fortune had offered him. The King of 
France fent a body of 6ooo men to oppore him : Subfidies were not regularly re
.mitted to him from England ; and many of his troops deferred for want of pay : 
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The eleCl:or of Brandenburgh threatened him with an invafion in his own State : Chap. H.-

And on the whole, he was glad to conclude a peace under the mediation of 166S· 

France. On the firil: furmife of his intentions, Sir William Temple was fent from 
London with money to fix him in his former alliance; but found, that he had 
arrived too late. 

THE Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable circumftances, continued refo
lute to exert themfel ves to the utmoil: in their own defence. De Ruyter, their 
great admiral, was arrived from his expedition to Guinea : Their India fleet was 
come home in fafety: Their harbours were crowded with merchant !hips : Faction 
at home was appeafed : The young Prince of Orange had put himfelf under the 
tuition of the States of Holland, and of de Wit, their penfionary, who executed his 
truft with great honour and fidelity: And the animality, which the Hollanders en
tertained againil: the attack of the Englifh, fo unprovoked, as they thought it, made 
them thiril: for revenge, and hope for better fuccefs in their next enterprize. Such 
vigour was exerted in the common caufe, that~ in order the better to man the 
fleet, all merchant !hips were prohibited to fail, and even the fifheries were total
ly fufpended *. 

THE Englifh likewife continued in the fame difpofition ; tho' another more 
grievous calamity had joined itfelf to that of war. The plague had broke out in 
London ; and that with fuch violence as to cut off, in lefs than a year, near h f O-". 

lOt 0 l-'0"' 
1oo,ooo inhabitants. The King was obliged to fummon the Parliament at Oxford. ber. · · 

THE good agreement frill continued between the King and the Parliament. Kew feTion. 

They, on their part, unanimoufly voted him the fupply demanded, twelve hun
dred and fifty thoufand pounds, to be levied in two years by monthly affeffments. 
And he, to gratify them, paffed the famous five-mile-acr, which has given occa- Five-mile-aa, 

fion to fuch grievous and fuch juil: complaints: The church, under pretence of 
guarding Monarchy againft its inveterate enemies, perfevered in the project of 
wracking its own enmity againft the Nonconformifts. It was enaCted, th •t no-

diffenting teacher, who took not the non-refiftance oath above-mentioned, lbould, 
except upon the road, come within five miles of any corporation, or of any place, 
where he had preached after the aCt of oblivion. The penalty was a fir.e of fifty 
pounds, and fix months imprifonment. By ejecting the Nonconformift minifters . 
from their churches, and prohibiting aU feparate congregations, they had been . 
rendered incapable of gaining any livelihood by their fpiritual profeffion, And 
now, under colour of removing them from places, where their influence might be 
dangerous, an expedient was fallen upon to deprive them of all means of fubfif!: ... 

* Tromp's life. D'Eftrades, 5th of February, 1665. 
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ehap. If. ence. Had not the fpirit of the nation undergone a change, thefe ·violences were 
16G5. preludes to the moil furious perfecution. 

HowEVER prevalent the hierarchy, this law did not pafs without oppofition. 
·Befides feveral peers, attached to the old parliamentary party, Southampton him
felf, tho' Clarendon's great friend, expreffed his difapprobation of thefe meafures. 
But the church party, not difcouraged with this oppofition, introduced into the 
Haufe of Commons a bill for impofing the oath of non-refiilance on the whole 

3d! of 04o- nation. It was rejeB:ed only by three-voices. ·Tne Parliament, after a very ibort 
b"r · "feffion, was prorogued. 

!666. 

Sea .fight of 
four days. 

1ft of June. 

AFTER France had declared war, England was evidently overmatched in force. 
Yet !he poffeffed this advantage by her fituation, that :fhe lay between the fleets of 

"her enemies, and might be able, by fpeedy and well-concerted operations, to pre· 
vent their conjunCtion. But fuch was the unhappy conduB: of her commanders, 
or fuch the want of. intelligence in her minifters, that this circumftance turned 
rather to her prejudice. Lewis had .given orders to the duke of Beaufort, his 
admiral, to fail from Toulon ; and the French fquadron, under his command, 
.confifting of above forty fail*~ was ·now commonly fl!ppofed to be entering the 
.channel. The Dutch fleet, to the number of feventy-fix fail, was at fea, under the 
command of de Ruyter and Trom_p, in order tojoin him. The duke of Albe
marle and Prince Rupert commanded the Englifh fleet, which e·xceeded not fe
veoty-four fail. Albemarle, who, from his fucceifes under the Protetl:or!hip, 
had too much learned to defpife the enemy, propofed to detach Prince Rupert 
with twenty fhips, )n order to oppofe the duke of Beaufort. Sir George Ayfcue, 
well acquainted with the bravery and conduCt of de Ruyter, protefted againft the 
temerity of this refolmion: But Albemarle's authority .prevailed. The remain
der of the Englilh fet fail to give battle to the Dutch; who, feeing the enemy 
advance quickly upon them, cut their cables, ,and prepared for the combat. The 
battle which enfued, is one of the moft memorable, which we read of in ftory; 
whether we confider its duration, or the defperate courage, with which it was 
fought. Albemarle made here fome atonement by his valour for the .rafhnefs of 
the attempt. No youth, animated by glory and ambitious hopes, could exert 
himfelf more than did this man, who was now in.the decline of life, and who had 
reached the fummit ot honours. Vve fhall not enter minutely into particulars. 
It will be fufficient to mention the chief events of each day's engagement. 

IN the firft day, Sir William Berkeley, vice-a:lmiral, lead1ng the van, ftll into 
the thickeft of the enemy, was overpowered, and his fl1ip t.1ken. He himfelf 

~ D'E[l;rades, zlfl: of May, x6(6. 
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was found dead in his cabbin, all covered with blood. The Englilh had the Chap. II. 

weather-gage of the enemy; but as the wind blew fa high, that they could not I666. 

ufe their lower tire, they received fmall advantage from this circumfrance. The 
Dutch lhot, however, fdl chiefly on their fails and rigging; and few fhips were 
funk or much damaged. Chain-fhot was at that time a new invention ; which 
is commonly attributed to de Wit. Sir John Harman exerted himfeif extremely 
this day. The Dutch admiral, Evertz, was killed in engaging him. Darknefs 
parted the combatants. 

THE (econd day, the wind was fomewhat fallen, and the combat became more 
freddy aod more terrible. The Englifh now found, that the moft heroic valour' 
cannot compenfate the fuperiority of numbers, againft an enemy who is well con
duCted, and who is not defeCtive in courage. De Ruyter and Van Tromp, rivals 
in glory and enemies from faCtion, exerted themfel ves in emulation of each other ; 
and de Ruyter had the advantage of difengaging and faving his antagonift who 
had been furrounded by the Englilh, and was in the moft imminent danger. Six
teen frefh fhips joined the Dutch fleet during the aCtion: And the Englifh were fo 
!hatt~red, that their fighting !hips were reduced to twenty-eight, and they found 
themfelves obliged to retreat towards their own coafr. The Dutch followed them, 
and were juft on the point of renewing the combat; when a calm, which came a 
little before night, prevented the engagement. 

NEXT morning, the Englifh were neceffitated to continue their retreat ; and a 
proper difpofition was made for that purpofe. The fhattered fhips were ordered 
to ftretch a-head; and fixteen of the moft entire followed them in good order, 
and kept the enemy in awe. Albemarle himfelf clofed the rear, and prefented an 
undaunted countenance to his viCtorious foes. The earl of O.ffory, fan to Or. 
rnond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and danger in every aC1:ion through· 
out Europe, was then on board the admiral. Albemarle confe.ffed to him, his 
intention rather to blow up his !hip and perifh glorioufiy, than yield to the enemy. 
O.ffory applauded this defperate refolution. 

AnouT two o'clock, the Dutch had come up with their enemy, and were ready 
to renew the fight; when a new fleet was defcried from the fouth, crowding all 
their fails to reach the fcene of aCtion. The Dutch flattered themfelves that 
Beaufort was arrived, to cut off the retreat of the vanquifhed: The Englifh 
hoped, that Prince Rupert had come, to turn the fcale of aCtion. Albemarle, 
who had received intelligence of the Prince's approach, bent his courfe towards 
him. Unhappily, Sir George Ayfcue, in a fhip of a hundred guns, the largeft 
in the fleet, ftruck on the Galloper fands, and could receive no affiftance from 
his friends, who were haftening to join 1:he reinforcement. He could not even 

VoL, VI. Z reap 
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reap the confolation of periihing glorioufiy, and revenging his death on his en~ 
rnies. They were preparing fireihips to attack him, and he was obliged to il:rike. 
The Engliih failors, feeing the neceffity, with the utmoft indignation furrendered 
themfelves prifoners. 

ALBEMARLE and Prince Rupert were now determined to face the enemy; and 
next morning, the battle began afrefh, witli. more equal force than ever, and witll 
equal valour. After long cannonading, the fleets came to a more clofe combat ; 
which was continued with great violence, till parted by a mift. The Engli!h re~ 
tired firft into their harbours. 

THo' the Englifh, by their obftinate courage, reaped the chief honour in thi 5 

engagement, it is fomewhat uncertain, who obtained the victory. The Hollan
ders took a few fhips; and having fome appearances of advantage, expreifed their 
fatisfaction by all the figns of triumph and rejoicing. But as the Englifh fleet 
was repaired in a little time, and put to fea more formidable than ever, together 
with many of thofe fhips, which the Dutch had boafted to have burned or de
ftroyed; all Europe faw that thofe two brave nations were engaged in a conteft., 
which was not likely, on either fide, to prove decifive. 

IT was the conjunction of the French alone, which could give the fuperiority 
to the Dutch. In order to facilitate this conjunCtion, de Ruyter, having repaired' 
the fleet, pofted himfelf at the mouth of the Thames. The Englifh under Prince 

zsth of July. Rupert and Albemarle were not long in coming to the attack. The numbers or· 
X~~~~. of the each fleet amounted to about eighty fail ; and the valour and experience of the com~ 

manders, as well as of the feamen, rendered the engagement fierce ar.d obftinate. 
Sir Thomas Allen, who commanded the white fquadron of the Er.gliih, attacked 
the Dutch van, whom he entirely routed ; and he killed the three adm:,,a!s who 
commanded it. Van Tromp engaged Sir Jeremy Smith; and during the heat cf 
aB:ion, he was feparated from de Ruyter and the main body, whether by ac
cident or defign was never certainly known. De Ruyter, with great conduct 
and valour, maintained the combat againft the main body of the Engli!h; and tho' 
overpowered by numbers, kept his ftation, till night ended the engagement. 
Next day, finding the Dutch fleet fcattered and difcouraged, his high fpirit was 
obliged to fubmit to a retreat, which yet he conducted with fuch fkill, as to ren
der it equally honourable to himfelf as the greateft victory. Fullofindignation how
ever for yielding the fuperiority to the enemy, he frequently exclaimed, "My God! 
" what a wretch am I? among fo many thoufand bullets, is there not one to put 
" an end to my miferable life?" One de Witte, his fan in law, w}lo ftood near, 
exhorted him, fince he fought death, to turn upon the Engliih, and render his 
life a dear purchafe to the victors. But de Ruyter efteemed it more worthy a 

5 ~ft 
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brave man to perfevere to the uttermoft, and, as long as poffible, to render fervice 
to his country. All that night and next day, the Engliih preffed upon the rear of 
the Dutch; and it was chiefly by the redoubled eftorts of de Ruyter, that the latter 
faved themfelves in their harbours. 

THE lofs of the Hollanders in this atl:ion was not very confiderable ; but as vio
lent animofities had broke out between the two admirals, who engaged all the 
officers on one fide or other, the confternation, which took place, was very 
great among the provinces. Tromp's commiffion was at laft taken from him ; 
but tho' feveral captains had mifbehaved, they were fo well protected by their 
friends in the magiftracy of the towns, that moft of them efcaped punilhment, 
many were frill continued in their commands. 

THE Englifh now rode inconteftible mafters of the fea, and infulted the Dutch 
in their harbours. A detachment under Holmes was fent into the road of Vlie, 
and burr.ed a hundred and forty merchantmen, two men of war, together with Bran
daris, a large and rich village on the coaft. The merchants, who loft by th-is en
terprize, uniting themfelves to the Orange fatl:ion, exclaimed againft an admini
ftration, which, they pretended, had brought fuch difgrace and ruin on their 
country. None but the firm and intrepid mind of de Wit could have fupported 
itfelf under fuch a complication of calamities. 

THE King of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch would fink under their miC 
fortunes; at leaft, that de Wit, his friend, might be difpoffelfed of the adminifl:ra
tion, haftened the advance of the duke of Beaufort. The Dutch fleet likewife 
was again equipped; and under the command of de Ruyter, cruifed near the 
Straits of Dover. Prince Rupert with the Englifh navy, now frronger than ever, 
came full fail upon them. The Dutch admiral thought proper to decline the 
combat, and retired into St. John's Road near Bulloigne. Here he ihelrered him
felf, both from the Englifh, and from a furious frorm, which arofe. Prince Ru
pert too was obliged to retire into St. Helens ; where he frayed fome time, in or
der to repair the damages, which he had fuftained. Mean while the duke of 
Beaufort proceeded up the channel, and palfed the Englifi1 fleet unperceived ; but 
he did not find the Dutch, a·s he expeB:ed. De Ruyter had been feized with a fever: 
Many of the chief officers had fallen into ficknefs: A contagious difl:emper was 
fpread thro' the whole fleet: And the States thought it necelfary to recall them into 
their harbours, before the enemy fhould be refitted. The French King, anxious 
for his navy; which, with fo much care and indufrry, he had lately built, dif
patched orders to Beaufort, to make the beft of his way to Breft. That admira1 
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had again the good fortune to pafs the Englifh. One fhip alone, the Ruby, felr 
into the hands of the enemy. 

WHILE the war continued without any decifive fL:ccefs on either fide, a dreadful' 
calamity happened in London, which threw the people into great confternation~· 
A fire, breaking out in a baker's houfe near the bridge, fpread itfelf on aH fides 
with fuch rapidity, that no efforts could extinguilh it, till it laid in afhes a confi
derable part of the city. The inhabitants, without being able to do any thing 
effectual for their relief, were reduced to be fpetl:ators of their own ruin ; and 
were purfued from ftreet to ftreet by the flames, which unexpectedly gathered 
round them. Three days and nights did the fire advance; and it was only by 
the blowing up of houfes, that it was at laft extinguil'hed. The King and Duke 
ufed their utmofl: endeavours to ftop the progrefs of the flames ; but all their in
duil:ry was unfuccefsful. About four hundred ftreets, and thirteen thoufand 
houfes were reduced to allies. 

THE caufes of this calamity were evident. The narrow ftreets of London, the 
houfes built entirely of wood, the dry feafon, and a violent eaft wind which 
blew; thefe were fo many concurring circumftances, which rendered it eafy to 
affign the reafon of the deftruB:ion, that enfued. But the people were not fatif
fied with this obvious account. Prompted by blind rage, fome afcribed the guile 
to the Republicans, others to the Catholics; tho' it is not eafy to conceive how 
the burning of London could ferve the purpofes of either party. As the Papifis 
were the chief objects of public detellation, the rumour, which threw the guilt on 
them, was more favourably received by the people. No proof however, or even 
prefumption, after the firiCteft enquiry by a committee of Parliament, ever ap

peared to authorize fuch a calumny ; yet in order to give countenance to the po
pular prejudice, the infcription, engraved by authority on the monument, afcribed 
this calamity to that hated feB:. This ciaufe was era zed by order of King James, 
when he came to the throne; but after the revolution it was replaced. So cre
dulous, as well as obftinate, are the people, in believing every thing, which flatters 
their prevailing pailion ! 

THE fire of London, tho' at that time a great calamity, has proved in the if
fue beneficial both to the city and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in a very 

']ittle time ; and care was taken to mak~ the ftreets wider and more regular than 
before. A difcretionary power was affumed by the King to regulate the diftribu
ticn of the buildings, and to forbid the ufe of lath and timber, the materials of 
which the houfes were formerly compofed. The neceility was fo urgent, and 
the occafion fo extraordinary, that no exceptions were made to an exercife of 
authority, which otherwife might have been efteemed illegal. Had the King 

been 



C H A R L E S II. l73 

E>een~ enabled to carry his power ftill farther, and made the houfes be rebllilt with Chap. II. 

perfeCl: regularity, and entirely upon one plan ; he had much contributed to the 1
'
666

• 
convenience, as well as embellilhment of the city. Great advantages, howeverr, 
have refulted from the alterations ; though not carried to the full length. London 
became much more healthy afrer the fire. The plague, which ufed to break out 
with great fury twice or thrice every century, and indeed was always lurking in 
fome corner or other of the city, has not once di(covered itfelf fince that calamity. 

THE Parliament met foon after, and gave the fanction of law to thofe regula
tions made by royal authority; as well as appointed commiffioners for deciding 
all fuch quefrions of property, as might arife from the fire. They likewife 
voted a fupply of 1,8oo,ooo pounds to be levied, partly by a poll-bill, partly by 
aifeffinents. Tho' their enquiry brought out no proofs, which could fix on the 
Papifts the burning of London, the general averfion againft that feel: frill pre
vailed ; and complaints were made, probably without much foundation, of its 
dangerous encrea.fe. Charles, at the defire of the Commons, iffued a proclama
tion for the banifhment of all priefrs and jefuits ; but the bad execution of this, 
as well as of former edicts, deftroyed all confidence in his fincerity, whenever he 
pretended an averfion towards the Catholic religion. Whether fufpicions of this 
nature had diminifhed the King's popularity, is un~~hain; but it appears, that the 
fup!Jly was voted much later than Charles expected, or even than the public ne• 
ceffities feemed to require. The intrigues of the duke of Buckingham, a man 
who wanted only fteadinefs to render him extremely dangerous, had fomewhat 
embarraffed the meafures of the court : And this was the firft time that the King 
found any confiderable reafon to complain of a failure of confidence in this Houfe 
of Commons. The rifing fymptoms of ill humour tended, no doubt, to quicken 
the fteps, which were already making towards a peace with foreign enemies. 

CHARLES began to be fenfible, that all the ends, for which the war had been 
undertaken, were likely to prove entirely ineffectual. The Dutch, even when Advances to• 

alone, had defended themfelves with great vigour, and were every day improving wards peace. 

in their military fkill and preparations. Tho' their trade had fuffered extremely, 
their extenfive credit enabled them to levy prodigious [urns ; and while the fea• 
men of England loudly complained of want of pay, the Dutch navy was regu• 
Jarly fupplied with every thing requifire for its fubGfrance. As two powerful• 
Kings now fupported them, every place, from the extremity of Norway to the 
coafts of Bayonne, was become hoftile to the Englifh. And Charles, neither fond 
of aCtion, nor ftimulated by any violent ambition, gladly fought for means of re-
ftoring tranquiUity to his people, heartily difgu:Pced with a war, which, being 
joined with the plague and fire, had proved fo fruitlefs and deftruEl:ive~ 
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THE firfr advances towards an accommodation were made by England. When 
the King fem for the body of Sir William Berkeley, he infinuated to the States his 
defire of peace on reafonable terms ; and their anfwer correfponded in the fame 
amicable intentions. Charles, however, to maintain the appearance of fuperio
rity, ftill infifted, that the States fhould treat at London ; and they agreed to 
make him this compliment fo far as concerned themfelves: But being engaged in 
alliance with two crowned heads, they could not, they faid, prevail with thefe to 
depart in that refpeCt from their dignity. On a fudden, the King went fo far on 
the other fide as to offer the fending ambaffadors to the Hague ; but this propofaJ, 
which feemed honourable to the Dutch, was meant only to divide and diftraet 
them, by affording the Englifh an opportunity to carry on cabals with the difaf
feCted party. The offer was therefore rejeCted; and conferences were fecretly 

·held in the Qpeen mother's apartments at Paris, where the pretenfions of both 
parties were difcuffed. The Dutch made very equitable propofals ; either that all 
things fhould be reftored to the fame condition in which they ftood before the 
war; or that both parties fhould continue in poffeffion of their prefent acquifi
tions. Charles accepted the latter propofal; and almo!l: every thing was adjufted, 
except the difputes with regard to the iile of Polerone. This iiland lies in the Eaft 

• r. ' 
Indies, and was formerly va4~:Jable for its produCt of fpices. The Engli!h had 
been mafters of it ; but were difpoffeffed at the time when the violences had been 
committed againft them at Amboyna. Cromwel had ftipulated to have it re
ftored; and the Hollanders, having firft entirely deftroyed all the fpice trees, 
maintained, that they had executed the treaty, but that the Englifh had been anew 
expelled during the courfe of the war. Charles renewed his preten!ions to this 
ifiand; and as the reafons on both fides began to multiply, and feemed to require 
a long difcuffion, it was agreed to transfer the treaty to fome other place ; and 
Charles made choice of Breda. 

LoRD Hollis and Henry Coventry were the Engliih ambaffadors. They im
mediately defired, that a fufpenfion of arms fhould be agreed to, till the feveral 
claims fhould be adjufted : But this propofal, feemingly fo natural, was rejeCted 
by the intereft of de Wit. That penetrating and active minifter, thoroughly ac
quainted with the charaCl:ers of Princes and the fituation of affairs, had dlfcovered 
an opportunity of ftriking a blow, which might at once reftore to the Dutch the 
honour loft during the war, and feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he afcribed 
to the wanton ambition and injuftice of the Englifh. 

WHATEVER projects might have been formed by Charles for fecreting the money 
granted him by Parliament, he had hitherto failed in his intention. The expen

ces 
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ces of f\lch vaft armaments had exhaufted all the fupplies * ; and even a great Chap. II. 
debt was contraCted to the feamen. The King, therefore, was refolved to fave, 1667. 

as far as poffible, the !aft fupply of 1,8oo,ooo pounds; and to employ it for 
payment of his debts, as well thofe occafioned by the war, as thofe which either 
neceffity, or pleafure, or generofity, had formerly engaged him to contraCt. He 
obferved, that the Dutch had been with great reluctance forced into the war, and 
that the events of it were not fuch as to infpire them with great defire of its con;. 
ti.nuance. The French, he knew, had been engaged into hoftilities by no other 
motive than that of fupporting their allies; and were now more defirous than ever 
of putting an end to the quarrel. The differences between the parties wet"e fo in
confiderable, that the conclufion of pe;:~ce appeared abfolutely infallible ; and no-
thing but forms, or at lea[\: fome vain points of honour, feemed to remain for the 
ambaffadors at Breda to difcufs. In this fituation, Charles, allured by the prof-
peCI: of gain, rafhly remitted his preparations, and expofed England to one of 
the greateft affronts, which it has ever received. Two fmall fquadrons alone were 
equipped ; and during a war with fuch potent and martial enemies, every thing 
was left almoft in the fame fituation as in times of the rnoft profound tranquillity. 

DE W 1 T prot ratted the negotiations at Breda, and ha[\:ened the naval prepar.a
tions. The Dutch fleet appeared in the Thames under the command of de Ruy~ 
t~r, and threw the Englifh into the utmoft confternation. A chain had been 
drawn crofs the river Medway; fome fortifications had been added to Sheernefs
and U pnore caftle : But all thefe preparations were unequal to the prefent necef-
fity. Sheernefs was foon taken; nor could it be faved by the valour of Sir Ed- roth of June~ 

ward Sprague, who defended it. Having the advantage of a fpring tide and an.g~:;~~~~t 
eafterly wind, the Dutch preffed on, and broke the chain, tho' fortified by 
fome ihips, which had been there funk by order of the Duke of Albemarle. 
They burned the three !hips, which lay to guard the chain, the Mathias, the 
Unity, and the Charles the fifth. After damaging feveral veifels, and poffeffing 
themfelves of the hull of the Royal Charles, which the Englilh had burned, they 
advanced with fix men of war, and five fire-fhips, as far as Upnore caftle, where 
thE'y burned the Royal Oak, the Loyal London, and the Great James. Captain 
Douglas, who commanded on board the Royal Oak, perifhed in the flames, tho~ 
he had an eafy opportunity of efcaping. " Never was it known,." he faid, 
" that a Douglas had left his poft without orders t." The Hollanders fell dowri: 

* The Dutch had fpent on the war near 40 millions of livres a year, above 3 millions llerling : A 
much greater fum than had been .granted by the Engli!h 'Parliament. D'Ell:rades,. z4th of Decem'. 
b,er r665; xft of January 1666. Temple, vol. i. p. 71. It was probably the want of money which 
engaged the KiJJgto pay the feamen with tickets; a contrivance which proved fo.much to their Jofs, 

t Temple, VoL ii. p. 41. 
the 
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the Medway without receiving any confiderable damage; and it was apprehended, 
that they might next tide fail up the Thames, and extend their hoftilities even 
to the bridge of London. Nine :(hips were funk at Woolwich, four at BJackwall: 
Platforms were raifed in many places, furnifhed with artillery: The train bands 
were called out ; and every place was full of the utmoft diforder. The Dutc~ 
failed next to Portfmouth, where they made a fruitlefs attempt: They met with 
no better fuccefs at Plymouth : They infulted Harwich: They failed again up the 
Thames as far as Tilbury, where they were repulfed. The whole coaft was in 
alarm ; and had t~e French thought proper at this time to join the Dutch fleet, 
and to invade England, confequences the moft fatal might juftly have been appre
hended. But Lewis had no intention to pufh the victory to fuch extremities. 
His intereft required, that a balance fhould be kept between the two maritime 
powers ; not that an uncontrouled fuperiority fhould be given to either. 

GREAT indignation prevailed amongft the Englilh, to fee an enemy, whom 
they regarded as inferior, whom they had expected totally to fubdue, and over 
whom they had gained many honourable advantages, now of a fudden ride undif
puted mafters of the ocean, burn their fhips in their very harbours, fill every place 
with confufion, and ftrike a terror into the capital itfelf. But tho' the caufe of all 
thefe difa(ters could be afcribed neither to bad fortune, to the mifconduCl: of ad
mirals, nor the mifbchaviour of feamefl, but folely to the avarice, at leaft to the im
providence, of the government; no dangerous fymptoms of difcontent appeared, 
and no attempt for an infurreCl:ion was made by any of thofe 11mmerous feCl:aries, 
who had been fo openly branded for their rebellious principles, and who upon that 
fuppofition had been treated with fuch feverity *. 

IN the prefent diftrefs, two expedients were embraced: An army of 1 2,ooo 
men was fuddenly levied; and the Parliament, tho' it lay under prorogation, was 
fummoned to meet. The Houfes were very thin ; and the only vote, which the 
Commons paffed, was an addrefs for breaking the army ; which was complied 
with. This expreffion of jealoufy fhewed the collrt what they might expect 
from that affembly ; and it was thought moft prudent to prorogue them till next 
winter. 

tcth of July. BuT the figning the treaty at Breda extricated the King from his prefent diffi
Peace of Bre- culties. The Englifh ambaffadors received orders to recede from thofe demands, 
da. which, however frivolous in themfelves, could not now be relinquiihed, without 

acknowledging a fuperiority in the enemy. Polerone remained with the Dutch; 
fatisfaCl:ion for the fhips, Bonaventure and Good-hope, the pretended grounds of 

* Some Nonconformifts, however, both in Scotland and England, had kept a correfpondeilce 
with the States, and had entertained projeas for infurrettions, but they were too weak even to at-
tempt the execution of them. D'Ellrades, 13th of 08ober, 1665. ' 

the 
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the quarrel, was no longer infifted on; Acadie was yielded to the French. The Chap. II. 
acquifition of New-York, a fettlement fo important by its fituation, was the chief I667. 

advantage which the Engli!h reaped from a war, in which the national character 
of bravery had !hone out with great luftre, but where the mifconduct of the go
vernment, efpecially in the conclufion, had been nCi lefs apparent. 

To appeafe the people by fame facrifice feemed requifite before the meeting of the Clarendon's 

Parliament; and the prejudices of the nation plainly pointed out the viCtim. The fll. 
ch;:mcellor was at this time much expofed to the hatred of the public, and of every 
party, which divided the nation. All the numerous fectaries regarded him as their 
determined enemy; and afcribed, to his advice and influence, thofe perfecuting laws, 
to which they had been fo long expofed. The Catholics knew, that while he re-
tained any authority, all their credit with the King and the Duke would be en-
tirely ufdefs to them, nor muft they ever expect any favour or indulgence. Even 
the Royalifts, difappointed in their fanguine hopes of preferment, threw a great 
load of envy on Clarendon, into whofe hands the King feemed at firft to have re-
figned the whole power of government. TheiJle of Dunkirk, the bad payment of the 
feamen, the difgrace at Chatham, the unfuccefsful conclufion of the war; all thefe 
misfortunes were charged on the chancellor, who, tho' he had ever oppofed the 
rupture with Holland, thought it frill his duty to juftify what he could not prevent. 
A building likewife of more expence and magnificence than his fiender fortune could 
afford, being unwarily undertaken by him, much expofed him to public reproach~ 
as if he had acquired great riches by corruption. The populace gave it common-
ly the appellation of Dunkirk Houfe. 

THE King himfelf, who had always more revered than loved the chancellor, 
was now totally efl:ranged from him.- Amidft the difi)lute manners of the court, 
that minifl:er ftill maintained an inflexible dignity, and would not fubmit to any 
condefcenfions, which he deemed unworthy his age and character. Buckingham, 
a man of profligate morals; happy in his talent of ridicule, but expofed in his own 
conduCt: to all the ridicule which he threw on others, ftill made him the ob
ject of his raillery, and gradually leffened in the King that regard, which he bore 
to his minifter. When any difficulties arofe, either for want of power or money, 
the blame was fl:ill caft on him, who, it was believed, had carefully at the refto
ration checked all lavifh conceffions to the King. And ,,-,.hat perhaps touched 
Charles more nearly, he found in Clarendon, it is faid, obfi:ac!es to his plea(ure 
as· well as to his ambition. 

THE King difgufl:ed with the homely perfon of his fpoufe, and defirous of hav
ing children, had hearkened to propofals of obtaining a divorce, on pretence either 
of her being pre-engaged to another, or of having made a vow of chafl:ity before her 

VoL. VI. A a marriage. 
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Chap. rr. marriage. He was farther ftimulated by his panion for Mrs. Stuart, daughter to a 
1667. Scots gentleman; a lady of great beauty, and whofe virtue he had hitherto found 

impregnable: But Clarendon, apprehenfive of the confequences attending a dif
puted title, and perhaps anxious for thefucceffion of his grandchildren, engaged 
the duke of Richmond to marry Mrs. Stuart, and thereby put an end to the King's 
hopes. It is pretended, that Charles never forgave this difappointment. 

\VHEN policies, therefore, and inclination both concurred to make the King fa
crifice Clarendon to popular prejudices, the memory of his paft fervices was not 
able any longer to delay his fall. The feals were taken from him, and given to 
Sir Orlando Bridgeman. Southampton the treafurer was now dead, who had per
fevered to the utmoft in his attachments to the chancellor. The ]aft time he ap
peared at the council board, he exerted his friendfhip with a vigour, which neither 
age nor infirmities cou'd abate. "This man," faid he, fpeaking of Clarendon, "is 
" a true Proteftant, and an honeft Englifhman; and while he enjoys power, we are 
" fecme of our laws, liberties, and religion. I dread the confequences of his removal." 

BuT the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient to gratify the malice of his ene
mies: His total ruin was refolved on. The duke of York in vain exerted his in
tereft in behalf of his father-in-law. Both Prince and people united in promoting 
that violent meafure ;. and no means were thought fo proper for ingratiating the 
court with a Parliament, which had fo long been governed by that very minifter, 
who was now to be the victim of their prejudices. 

:roth of oao- SoME popular aB:s paved the way for the feffion ; and the Parliament, fn tHeir 
bel'. firft addrefs, gave the King thanks for thefe inf!:ances of his goodnefs, and among 

the reft, they toGk care to mention his difmiilion of Clarendon. The King, in 
reply, a!Tured the Houfes, that he would never again employ that nobleman ia 
any public office whatfoever. Immediately,. r he charge againft him was opened 
in the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Seymour, afterwards Sir Edward, and confifl:ed 
of feventeen articles. The houfe, without examining particulars, fdrther than 
bearing general affirmations, that all would be proved, immediately voted his 
impeachment~ Many of the arricles t we know to be either falfe or frivolous; 
and fuch of them, as we are lefs acquainted with,. we may fairly prefume to be 

no 
t The articles were, that he had advifed 'he K:ng to govern by mi: :ta~y power w:thout Parliament', 

that he had affirmed the King to be a Papift or pop,fhly affected, that he had received great fums of 
money for procuring the C 'nary p1tent and other illegal patents, that he had adv1fcd and procured 
di·v.:rs of his Majefl:y's fubjecb to be imprifoned aga;nft law, in remote iflands and garrifons, thereby 
::o pre•ient their having the benefit of the law, that he had procured the cuftoms to be farmed at under
rates, that he had received great fums from the Vintner's Company, for allowing them to. enhance the 

price of Wines, that he h:~d in a !hort time gained a greater eft·ate than could have been fuppoft:d to 

arile from the pr ~fits of his offices, that he had introduced an arbitrary government into his l\Iajelly's 
plantations, 
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no better grounded. His advifing the fale of Dunkirk, feems the heaviefr and Chap. u. 
truefr part of the charge; but a mittake in judgment, allowing it to be fuch, where 1667. 

there appears no fymptoms of corruption or bad intentions, it would be very hard 
to charge as a crime on any minifter. The King's neceffities, which occafioned that 
meafure, cannot with any appearance of reafon be imputed to Clarendon; and 
chiefly proceeded from the over-frugal maxims of the Parliament itfelf, in not 
granting the proper fupplies to the crown. 

WHEN the charge was carried up to the Peers, as it contained an accufation of 
treafon in general, without fpecifying any particulars, it feemed not a fufficient 
ground for committing Clarendon to cuftody. The precedents of Strafford and 
Laud were not, by reafon of the violence of the times, deemed a proper autho
rity; but as the Commons frill infifted upon his commitment, it was neceffary to 
appoint a free conference between the Houfes. The Lords perfevered in their 
refolution ; and the Commons voted this conduCt to be an obftruClion to public 
jufl:ice, and a precedent of evil and dangerous confequence. They alfo chafe a 
committee to draw up a vindi'cation of their own proceedings. 

CLARENDON, finding that the popular torrent, united to the violence of power, 
ran with great impetuofity againft him, and that a defence, offered to fuch pre
judiced ears, would be enrirely ineffeCtual, thought proper to withdraw himfelf. 
At Calais, he wrote a paper addreffed to the Haufe of Lords. He there faid, that his 
fortune, which was but moderate, had been gained entirely by the lawful, avowed 
profits of his office, and by the voluntary bounty of the King; that during the firil: 
years after the reftoration he had always concurred in opinion with the other coun
fellors, men of fuch reputation that no one cot1ld entertain fufpicions of their wif
dom or integrity; that his credit foon declined, and however he might difapprove 
of lome meafures, he found it in vain to oppofe them ; that his repugnance to the 
Dutch war; the: foH~~e of all the public grievances, was always generally known, 
as' weil as his difapprobation of many unhappy freps taken in conducting it; and 
that whatever pretence might be made of national offences, his real crime, that 
which had exafperated his powerful enemies, was his frequent oppofition to exor
bitant granto, which the importunity of fuitors had extorted from his Majefiy. 

planta ions, that he had rejefted a propofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St. Ch•ifcophers, which 
was the occafion of greJt loffes in thole parts, r:,at when he was in h:s MaJeily's fervice beyond fea he 
held a correfpondence with Cromwel and his complices, that he advifed the (ale of Dunkirk, that he had 
unduly altered letters patent under the King's feal, that h<) had unduly decided cau(es in council, which 
thould have been brought before Ch:tncery, that he had iflu:d quo warrantos againft corporations with 
an intention of fqueezing money from th~m, that he had taken money for palling ~he bill of fettle
rnent of Ireland, that he betrayed the nation in all foreign treaties, and that he was the principal ad
vifer of dividing the fleet in June l666. 

A a 2 
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THIS paper the Lords tranfmitted to the Commons under the appellation of a 
libel; and by a vote of both Houfes, it was condemned to be burned by the 
hands of the hangman. They next prcceeded to exert their legiflative power 
againfl. Clarendon, and paffed a bill of banifhment and incapacity, which received 
the royal alfent. He retired into France, where he lived in a private manner. 
He furvived his banii11ment fix years; and he employed his leizure chiefly in re
ducing into order the Hifl:ory of the Civil Wars, for which he had before collected 
materials. The performance does great honour to his memory ; and, except 
\Vhitelock's Memorials, is the moll candid account of thofe times, compofed by 
any cotemporary author. 

CLARENDON was ahvays a friend to the liberty and the conftitution of his coun
try. At the commencement of the civil war~, he had entered into the late King's 
fervice, and was honoured with a great fhare in the efreem and friendfhip of that 
Monarch : He was purfued with unrelenting animofity by the Long Parliament : 
He had fhared all the forrunes and direCted all the councils of the prefent King du
ring his exile: He had been advanced to the highefl trufl and offices afrer the re
ftoration : Yet all thefe circumftances, which might naturally operate with fuch 
force, either on refentment, gratitude, or ambition, had no influence on his un
corrupted mind. It is faid, that when he firft engaged in the ftudy of the law, his fa
ther exhorted him with great earnefl:nefs to fhun the practice too common in that 
profeffion, of ftraining every point in favour of prerogative, and perverting fg 
ufeful a fcience to the oppreffion of liberty ~ And in the midfl of thefe rational 
and virtuous counfels, which he re-iterated, he was fuddenly feized with an apo
plexy, and expired in his fon's prefence. This circumftance gave additional weight 
to the principles, which he inculcated. 

THE combination of King and fubjeCl: to opprffs fo good a minifter afford<:, t<> 
men of oppofite difpofitions, an equal occafion of inveighing againft the ingratitude 
~f Princes or ignorance of the people. Charles feems never to have mitigated his 
refentment again£1 Clarendon; and the national prejudices purfued him to his re
treat in France. A company of Englifh foldiers, being quartered near him, af
faulted his houfe, broke open the doors, gave him a dangerous wound on the 
head, and wouid ha_ve proceeded to the Ja[t extremity, had not their officers, 
hearing of the violenc, happily interpofed. 

THE next expedient, which the King embraced, in order to acquire popularity~ 
is much more deferv ~ng of pra i~; and, had it been fteadily purfued, would pro
bably have rend--red his reign happy, certainly his memory glorious. It is the 
Triple Alliance of which I fpeak; a meafure, which gave entire fatisfaB:ion to 
the public. 
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THE glory of France, which had long been cclipfed, either by domefl:ic factions, Chap. II. 
~ h b \ • h I 668. or by the fuperior force or the Spanifh Monarc y, began now to rea<. out wit State of 

oreat lufl:re and to enoaoe the attention of all the neighbouring nations. The in- France~ 
b ' b 0 ..... ..... 

dependant power and mutinous fpirit of the nobility were fubdued : The popular 
pretenlions of the Parliamtnt refirained : The Hugonot party reduced to fubjec
tion: That extenfive and fertile country, poffeffed of every advantage both of 
climate and fituation, was fully peopled with ingenious and indufrrious inhabitants: 
And while the fpirit of the nation difcovered all the vigour and bravery requifite 
for great enterprizes, it was tamed to an entire fubmiffion under the will of the 
Sovereign. 

THE Sovereig~ who now filled the throne, was well adaptefl, by his perfonal Cha;aCI:er of 

character, both to encreafe and to avail himfelf ofthefe mighty advantages. Lewis Lewis XIV. 

the fourteenth, endowed with every quality, which could enchant the people, 
poffeffed many which merit the approbation of the wife. The mafculine beauty 
of his perfon was embellifhed with a noble air: The dignity of his behaviour was 
tempered with the higheft affability and politenefs: Elegant without effeminacy, 
addiCted to pleafure without neglecting bufinefs, decent in his very vices, and 
beloved in the midft of arbitrary power; he furpaffed all cotemporary Monarchs, 
as in grandeur, fo likewife in fame and glory. 

HIs ambition, regulated by prudence, not by j uftice, had carefully provided 
every means of conqueft ; and before he put hi-mfelf in motion, he feemed to 
have abfolutely enfured fuccefs. His finances were brought into order: A naval 
power created : His armies encreafed and difciplined : Magazines and military 
fl:cres provided : And tho' the magnificence of his court was fupported beyond 
all former example, fo regular was the oeconomy obferved, and fo willingly did 
the peo[Jie, now enriched by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied taxes, that 
his military force much exceeded what in any preceding age had ever been em
ployed by any European Monarch. 

THE fudden decline and almofl: total fall of the Sranifh Mon:uchy opened an 
inviting field to fo enterprizing a Prince, and feemed to promife him an eafy and 
univerfal conqueft. The other nations of Europe, feeble or ill governed, were 
afronifhed at the greatnefs of his riling empire ; and all of them cafl: their eyes to
wards England, as the only power, which could fave them from that fubjeEtion, 
with which they were fo nearly threatenecl. 

THE animofity, which had anciently fubfH1:ed between the Englifh and French 
nations, and which had been fufpended for above a century by the jealoufy of 
Spanifh greatnefs, began to revive and to exert itfelf. The glory of preferving the 
ballance of Europe, a glory fo much founded on jufl:ice and humanity, flattered 

1 the 
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the ambition of England; and the whole people were eager to provide for their 
own future fecurity, by oppofing the progrefs of fo hated a rival. The profpetl: of 
embracing fuch meafures had contributed, among other reafons, to render the 
peace of Breda fo univerfally acceptable to the nation. By the death of Philip the 
fourth, King of Spain, an inviting opportunity, and fome very fiender pretences, 
had been afforded to call forth the ambition of Lewis. 

AT the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis efpoufed the Spanifh Princefs, he 
had renounced every title of fucceffion to every part of the Spani!h Monarchy ; and 
this renounciation had been couched in the moil: accurate and moil: precife terms, 
which language could afford. But on the death of his father-in-law, he retracted 
his renounciation~ and pretended, that natural rights, depending on blood and 
fucceffion, could not be annihilated by any extorted deed or contraB:. Philip had 
left a fon, Charles the fecond of Spain ; but as the ~een of France was of a for
mer marriage, fhe laid claim to a confiderable province of the Spaniili Monarchy, 
even to the exclufion of her brother. By the cu.fl:oms of fame parts of Brabant, 
a female of a firfl: marriage was preferred to a male of a fecund, in the fucceffion to 
private inheritances ; and Lewis thence inferred, that his ~een had acquired a 
right to the dominion of that important dutchy. 

A cLAIM of this nature was more properly fupported by military force than by 
argument and reafoning. Lewis appeared on the frontiers of the Netherlands with 
a numerous army of 4o,ooo men, commanded by the beft generals of the age, ,and 
provided of every thing neceifary for action. The Spaniards, tho' they might have 
forefeen this meafure, were totally unprepared. Their towns, without magazines, 
without fortifications, without garrifons, fell into the hands of the French King, as 
foon as he prefented himfelf before him. Athe, Line, Tournay, Oudenarde, 
Courtray, Charleroi, Binche were immediately taken: And it was vifible, that no 
force in the Low Countries was able to ftop or retard tile progrefs of the French 
arms. 

THis meafure, executed with fo much celerity and fuccefs, gave great alarm to 
almofl: every court in Europe. It had been obferved with what dignity or even 
hau;htinefs, Lewis, from the time he·began to govern, had_ ever fuppor,ted all his 
rights and pretenfions. D'Eftrades, the French ambaffador, and Watteville, the 
Spanifh, having quat relied in London, on account of their pretenfions for prece
dency, the French Monarch was not fatisfied, rill Spain fent to Paris a folemn em
bauy, and promifed never more to revive fuch contefts. Crequi, his ambaifador 
in Rome, had met with an affront from the Pope's guards. The Pope, Alexander 
the feventh, had been obliged to break his guards, to difpatch his nephew to afk, 
pardon, and to allow a pillar to be erected in Rome itfelf, as a monument of his 

own 
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own humiliation. The King of England too harl experienced the high fpirit and Chap. H. 

unfubmitting temper of Lewis. A claim of precedency in the Engldh flag having 1C6d. 

been advanced, the French Monarch remqn!lrated with fuch vigour, and prepared 

himfelf to refift with fuch courage, that Charles found it more prudent to defift 

from his pretenfions. The King of England, faid Lewis to his ambaffador 
D'Eftrades, may know my force, but be knows not the fentiments of my heart: 

Every thin:s appears to me contemptible in comparifon of glory *. Thefe mea
fures of conduCt had given ftrong indications of his charaCter: Buc the invafion of 

Flanders difcovered an ambition, which, being fupported by fuch· overgrown 
power, menaced the general liberties of Europe. 

As no State lay nearer the danger, none was feized with more terror than the 

United Provinces. They were frill engaged, toge-ther with France, in a war againfi: 
England ; and Lewis had promifed them, that he would take no fteps againft 
Spain without previouOy informing them: But, contrary to t~is affurance, he kept 
a total filence~ till on the very point of entering upon aCtion. If the renounciation·, 

made at the treaty of the Pyrenees, was not valid, it was forefeen, that, upon 
the death of the King of Spain, a fickly infant, the whole monarchy would be 
claimed by Lewis ; after which it would be vainly expeCted to fet bounds to his 
pretenGons. Charles, acquainted with thefe well-grounded apprehentions of the 

Dutch, had been the more obffinate in inflfting on conditions at Breda; and 
by delaying to fign the treaty, had imprudently expofed himfelf to the fignal dif

grace, which he received at Chatham. De Wit, fenfible, that a few weeks delay 
would be of no confeguence in the Low Countries, took this opportunity of ftrik

ing an important blow, and of finifhing the war with honour to himfelf and to hi·s 

country. 

NEGOTIATIONS meanwhile commenced for the faving Flanders; but no refift-
ance was made to the French arms. The Spanifh minifters exclaimed every where N .. 

• egotlatwns, 
againft the flagrant inJnftice of Lewis's pretenfions, and reprefented it to be the 
intereft of every power in Europe, even more than of Spain itfelf, to prevent his 
conqueft of the Low Countries. The Emperor and the German Princes liifco-

vered evident fymptoms of difcontent; but their motions were flow and back-... 
ward. The St<Jtes, tho' terrifyecl at the profpect of having their frontiers expofed 
to fo formidable a foe, faw no reffource nor means of fafety. England indeed 

feerned difpofed to make oppo~tion to the French ; but the variable and impolitic 
~onduet of Charles kept that Republic from making him any open advances, by 
which they might lofe the friendfhip of France, without acquiring any new ally. 
And tho' Lewis, dreading a combination of all Europe, had offered terms of ac-

* zsth of January, i66z. 
commodation, 
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Ch~p. If. commodation, the Dutch apprehended left thefe, either from the obfl:inacy of the 
!668. f d . . Spaniards or the ambition o the French, would never be carrie mto execution. 

CHARLES refolved with great prudence to take the firfi: .flep towards a confede
racy. Sir William Temple, his refident at Bruffels, received orders to go fecretly 
to the Hague, and to concert with the States the means of faving the Netherlands. 
This man, whom philofophy had taught to defpife the world, without rendering 
him unfit for it, was frank, open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks of vulgar 
politicians: And meeting in de Wit with a man of the fame generous and enlarged 
fentiments, he immediately opened his rnafi:er's intention, and pre:lfed a fpeedy 
conclufion. A treaty was from the firfi: negotiated between thefe two fi:atefmen 
with the fame cordiality, as if it were a private affair, tranfaCted between two in
timate companions. Deeming the interefi:s of their country the fame, they gave 
full fcope to that fympathy of character, which difpofed them to an intire reli
ance on each others profeffions and engagements. And tho' the jealoufy againfi: 
the Haufe of Orange might infpire de Wit with an averlion to a fi:ritt union with 
England, he generoufly refolved to facrifice all private confiderations to the pub
lic fervice. 

TEMPLE preffed an offenfive league between England and Holland, in order to 
oblige France to relinquifh all her conquefls : But de Wit told him, that this mea
fure was too bold and precipitant to be agreed to by the States. He faid, that she 
French were the old and confiant allies of the Republic ; and till matters came to 

.extremity, fhe never would deem it prudent to abandon a friendfhip fo well efta
blifhed, and rely entirely on a treaty with England, which had lately waged fo 
cruel a war againfi: her: That ever fince the reign of Elizabeth, there had been fuch 
a fluCtuation in the Englifh councils, that it was not poffible, for two years to
gether, to take any fure or certain meafures with that kingdom : That tho' the 
prefent minifhy, having entered into views fo conformable to national intereft, 
promifed greater firmnefs and conftancy, it might fl:ill be unfafe, in a bufinefs of 
fuch confequence, to put entire confidence in them: That the French Monarch 
was young, haughty, and powerful ; and if treated in fo imperious a manner, 
would expofe himfelf to the greateft extremities rather than fubmit: That it was 
fufficient, if he could be confi:rained to adhere to the offers, which he himfelf had 
already made; and if the remaining provinces of the Low Countries could be thereby 
faved from the danger, with which they were at prefent threatened : And that the 
other powers, in Germany and the North, whofe affifrance they might expect, 
would be fatisf1ed with putting a frop to the French conquefts, without pretending 
to recover the places, which were already loft. 
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THE Engliih ambaffador was contented t? accept of the terms, propofed by the Chap. H. 

penfionary. Lewis had offered to relinquilh all the ~teen's rights, on condition 1668• 

(!ither of keeping the conquefts, which he had made !aft campaign, or of receiv-
ing, in lieu of them, Franchecomte, together with Cambray, Aire, and St. Omers. 
De Wit and Temple founded their treaty upon this propofal. They agreed to of-
fer their mediation to the contending powers, and oblige Fraryce to adhere to this 
altetnativ~ and Spain to accept of it. 1f Spain refufed, they agreed, that France 
1hould not profecute her claim by arms, but leave it entirely to England and Hol-
land to employ force for making the terms effectual. And the remainder of the 
Low Countries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain. A defenfive treaty was like-
wife concluded between Holland and England. .• 

THE articles of this confederacy were foon adjufted by fuch candid and able 
negotiators : But the greateft difficulty ilill remained. By the conftitution of the 
Republic, all the towns in all the provinces muft give their confent to every treaty; 
and befides that this formality could not be difpatched in lefs than two months, 
it was juftly to ·be dreaded, that the influence of France would obftruct the paffage 
of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities. D'Eftrades, the French ambaifador, 
a man of great ability, hearing of the league, which was on the carpet, treated it 
very lightly;· " Six weeks hence," faid he, " we £hall fpeak to it." 

1 
To obviate 

this difficulty, de Wit had the courage, for the public good, to break thro' the 
laws in fo fundamental an article; and by his authority, he prevailed with the States 
General at once to fign and ratify the league: Tho' they acknowledged, that, if qth of Jan.

that meafure lhould difple;1fe their conftituents, they rifqued their heads by this ir- ary. 

regularity. After fealing, all parties embraced with great cordiality. Temple 
cried out, At Breda, as friends: Here, as brothers. And de Wit added, that now 
the matter was finifhed, it looked like a miracle. 

RooM had been left in the treaty for the acceffion of Sweden, which was foon Triph:leag;we. 
after obtained ; and thus was concluded in five days the triple league; an event 
received with equal furprize and approbation by the world. N otwithftanding the 
unfortunate conclufion of the laft war, England now appeared in her proper fta-
tion, and, by this wife conduct, had recovered all her influence and credit in Eu-
rope. Temple likewife received great applaufe ; but to all the compliments made 
him on that occafion, he modeftly replied: That to remove things from their cen-
ter or proper element, required force and labour; but that of themfelves they ea-
fily returned to it. 

. -
THE French Monarch was extremely difpleafed with this meafure. Not only 

bounds were at prefent fet to his ambition: Such a barrier wa·s alfo raifed as feemed 
for ever impregnable. And tho' his own offer was made the foundation of the 
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treaty, he had prefcribed fo fhort a time for the acceptance of that offer, that he 
ftill expeCted, from the delays and reluCtance of Spain, to find fome opportunity 
of eluding it. The court of Madrid fhowed equal difpleafure. To be obliged to 
give up any part of the Spanifh provinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjuft, 
and thefe urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, ii?fpired the higheft difg).lft. 
Often did they threaten to aqandon entirely the Low Countries rather than fubmit 
to· fo cruel a mortification ; and they endeavoured by this menace, to terrify the 
mediating powers into more vigorous meafures for their fupport. But Temple 
and de Wit were better acquainted with the views and interefl:s of Spain. They 
knew, that ihe muft ftill retain the Low Countries, as a bond of connexion with 
t"he other European powers, who alone, if her young Monarch fhould happen to 
tiie without iffue, could enfure her independancy againff the pretenfions of France. 
They ftill urged, therefore, th~ terms of the triple teague, arid threatened-Spain 
with war in cafe of refufal. The plenipotentiaries of all the powers met at Aix ... 
la-Chapdle. Temple was minifter for England ; Van Beuninghen for Holland; 
D'Hona for Sweden. 

SPAIN at laft, preffed on all ·hands; accepted of the alternative offered;. but 
in her very compliance, fhe gave fl:rong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. 
It had been apparent, that the Hollanders, entirely neglecting the honour of the 
Spanifh monarchy, had been anxious only for their own fecurity; and, provided 
they could remove Lewis to a diftance from their frontiers, were more indiffer
ent what progrefs he made in all other places. Senlib1e of thefe views, the 
OEeen.,.regent of Spain refolved ftill"to keep them in an anxiety, which might fa·r 
the future be the foundation of an union more intimate than they weJ'e willing at 
prefent. to enter into. Franchecomte, by a vigorous and well concerted plan of the 
French King~. had been conquered, in- fifteen days; during a rigorous feaCon, and 
in the midft of wint:er. She chafe therefore t-o recover this province, and to aban..: 
don all the towns conquered in Flanders during the lafl: campaign. By this means, 
Lewis extended his gq.rrifons. into.tlle heart of the Low Countries; and a very 
feeble barrier remained to the Spanilh provinces. 

BuT notwithftanding the advantages. of his lituation·, the French Monarch' 
could entertain fmall hopes of ever extending his conquefts on that quarter, which 
lay the mofi expokd to his ambition, and wh'ere his acquifitions were of moft im
portance. The triple league guaranteed the remaining·provinces to Spain; and· 
the Emperor and other powers of Germany, whofe interefts feemed to be ftrongly 
concerned, were invited to enter into the :h1me confederacy. Spain herfelf, hav
ing about this time, under the mediation of Charles, made peace on equal terms 
with Portugal, might be expeCted to exert more vigor in op_L)ofition to-her haughty 

and. 
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aml triulnphant rival. The mighty fatisfaction~ ·exprelfed in England, on account of Chap. H. 

the councils now embraced by the court, promifed the hearty concurrence of Parlia- 1668• 

ment in every meafure, which could be· propofed for-oppofition to the grandeur of 
France. And thus all Europe feemed to repofe herfelf with fecuricy under the wings 
of th~t powerful confederacy_, which had fo· happily been formed for her protection. 
It is now time to giv.e fom,e account ofthe fta:te of affairs in Scotland and Ireland. 

THE Scots natiop, tho' they had never been fubject to the arbitr~ry power of Affairs of 

their prince; had but very imperfect notions of law and liberty; and' fcarce in any Scotland. 

age had they ever enjoyed an adminiftration; which had confined itfelf within the 
proper boundaries. By theidinal union alone with England, their once hated anta-
gonifi:, .they have happily attainedd1eexperienceofa government perfeC1:ly regular, 
and exempt from all violence and injuftice. Charles, from his averfion to bufinefs, 
had entrufi:ed the affairs of that country to his minifi:ers, particularly Middleton·; 
and thefe could not forbear making very extraordinary fi:retches of authority. 

THERE had been intercepted a l€tter, wrote by Lorne to lord Duffus, in which, 
a littl~ too plainly; but very truly, he complained, that his enem~es had endeavoured 
by fal!hood to prepoffef~ the King againfi: him. But he faid, that he had now dif
covered ~hem, and had defeatedthem, and had gained the perion, meaning the earl 
ofClarendon, upon whom the chief of them depended. This letter was produced 
before the Parliament; and Lorne was tried upon an old, tyrannical, abfurd law 
of Let!/ing-making; by which it was rendered criminal to belye the fubject to the 
King, or create in him an ill opinion of them. He was condemned to die: But 
Charles was much difpleafed with the fentence, and granted him a pardon t. 

IT was carried in Parliament, that twelve perfons, without crime, witnefs, trial, 
or accufer, fhould be declared incapable of all trufi: or office ; and to render this 
injuftice more egregious, it was agreed, that thefe perfons fhould be named by 
ballot: A method of voting, which feveral Republics had adopted at elections, 
in order to prevent faCtion and intrigue; but which could ferve only as a cover to 
malice and iniquity, in the inflicting of punifhments. Lauderdale, Crawford, and 
Sir Robert Murray, among others, were incapacitated: But the King, who difap
proved of this injufi:ice; refufed his alfent :j:. 

AN aCt was palfed againfi: all perfons, who fhould move the King for refi:oring 
the children of thofe attainted by Parliament; an unheard-of reftraint on applica
tions for grace and mercy. No penalty was affixed ; but the act was but the 
more violent and tyrannical on that account. The court-lawyers had eftablifhed it 
as a maxim, that the afilgning a punifhment was a limitation of the crown: 
Whereas a law, forbidding any thing, thQ' without a penalty, made the offenders 
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criminaL And in that cafe,. they· determined: that the punHhme.at was arbitrary ~ 
only that it did not extend to life. Middleton as commiffioner paifed this aCl: ; 
tho' he had no inftruCl:ions-. for that purpofe. 

AN aCl: of indemnity paffed ; but at the fame time it was vot6d, that all thofe 
who had offended during the late difnrders, 1hould be fubje&ed to fines ; and a._ 

committee of Parliament was appointed for impofing them. Thefe proceeded 
without any regard to fome equitable rules, which the King had pFefcribed to 
them t. The moft obnoxious compounded; fecredy. No· confideration was had, 
either of men's eftates, or of the degrees of thek guilt: No proofs were produced : 
Enquiries were not fo much as made : B,ut as faft as informatica was gwen in 
~gainft any man, he was marked down. fo~ a. panticular line:. And all was tranfa&ed 
ia a fecret committee. ·when the lift was read in Parliament,. exceptions were made· 
to many,: Some had been under age during the civil wars ; fome had been abroad. 
But it was frill replied, that a proper time would come, wben every man fhould be 
heard in his own defence. The only intention, it was faid_,o of fetting the fine was, 
that fuch. perfons fhould have no benefit by the act of indemnity,. unlefs they paid 
the fum demanded: Evey one that chofe to :Lbmd upon. hi£ innQcence,. and renounce· 
the benefit of the indemnity., might do it at his peril.. k was well known,. that no · 
one would dare fo far to fet at defiance fo arbitrary an admlniftration. The King .. 
wrote to the council, ordering them to fuperfede the levying thofe fines : But 
Middleton. found means,.duringJome time, to elude thGfe orders t,. And at laO:, 
the King obliged his minifters to compound for half the fums, which had been 
impofed. In all thefe tranfaCl:ions,. and in moft others, which paired during the 
prefent rei go, we ftill find the moderating .hand of the King, interpofed to protect. 
the Scots-from the oppreffions,.which their.owncountrym~n, employed in the mi- · 
niftry, were defirous-of exercifingover them. 

BuT the chief circum!,Iance, _whence were derived all the fubfequent tyranny and 
diforders in Scotland, was the rigorous ex;ecution of th~ laws for the dla:bliibment 
of Epifcopacy, to which a,great part of the nation had entertained the mo(l unf~:J;r~ 
mountable averfion. The right of. patrons- had for forne years been abolilbed ; 
and the power of eleCting minifters had been. vefted. in the kirk~feffion, ao.d lay
elders. It was now enaCted, that all incumbents, who had been admitted upon 
this tide, lbould receive a prefentation from the patron, and fhould be inftituted 
anew by. the bifhop, under the penalty of deprivation. The more rigid Preibyteri
ans concerted meafures among themfelves, and rdufed obedience: They imagined, 
that their number would protect them. Three hundred and Hty parilbes, above 
a third of the kingdom, were at once declared vacant. The wefl:ern counties 
1<hiefly vvere obftinate in this particular. New minifl:ers were fought for all over· 
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CHARLES II. 

the kingdom; and no one was fo ignorant or vicious as to be rejeCted. The Chap. II. 

people, who loved extremely and refpeCted their former teachers; men remarkable 1668• 

for the feverity of their manners and their fervour in preaching ; were inflamed 
aWJ.inft thefe intruders, who had obtained their livings under fucsh invidious circum-
fiances, and who took no care, by the regularity of their manners, to foften the 
prejudices contracted againft them. Even moO: of thofe, who retained their livings 
by compliance, fell under the imputation of hypocrify, either by their !hewing a 
difguft to the new model of ecclefiaftical government, which they had acknow-
leged; or on the other hand, by declaring, that their former adherence to Pref-
bytery and the Covenant had been the refult of violence and neceffity. And as 
Middleton and the new miniftry indulged themfelves in great riot and diforder, 
to which the nation had been litde accuft-omed,. an opinion univerfally prevailed, 
that any form of religion, offered by fuch hands, muft be profane and impious. 

THE people, notwithftanding their difcontents, were refolved to give no handle
againft them, by the leaft fymptom of mutiny or fedition : But this fubmiffive 
difpofition, inftead of procuring a mitigation of the rigours, was made ufe of as , 
an argument for continuing the fame meafures, which by their vigour had enforced 
fo prompt an obedience. The King, however, was dilgufted with the violence-
of Middleton*; and he made Rothes commiffioner in his place. This nobleman 
was already prefident of the council ; and foon after was made lord keeper and 
treafurer .. Lauderdale-frill continued fecretary of ftate, .and commonly refided at 
London. 

AFFAIRS remained in a peaceable fituation, till the fevere la'w was made in 'Eng· 
land againft conventicles t. The Scots Parliament imitated that violence, by 
palling a like aCt. A kind of high-commiffion court was appointed, for exe
cuting this rigorous law, and for the direB:ion of ecclefiaftical affairs. But even 
th-is court, Hlegal as it might be deemed, was much preferable to the method 
next adopted. Military force was let loofe by the council. Wherever the people 
had generally forfaken their churches, the guards were quartered thro' the count-ry, 
Sir James Turner commanded them, a man whofe natural ferocity of temper was 
often inflamed by the ufe of il:rong liquors. He went about the country,. and re-· 
ceived from the minifters lifts of thofe who abfented themfelves from church, or 
were fuppofed to frequent conventicles. Without any proof or legal conviCtion, 
he demanded a fine from them, and quartered fo!diers on the fuppoled delinquent~ 
till he received payment. As an infurreB:ion was dreaded during the Dutch war, 
new forces were levyed, and entrufted to the command of Dalziel 'and Drum
mond;- two officers, who had ferved the King during the civil wars; and had af-
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terwards retired to Mufcovy, where they had encreafed the native cruelty of their 
difpofition. A full career was given to their tyranny by the Scots miniftry. Re
prefentations were made to the King againft thefe enormities. He feemed touched 
with the ftate of the country; and befides giving orders, that the ecclefiaftical 
commiffion ihould be difcontinued, he Ggnifyed his opinion, that another way of 
proceeding was neceffary to his fervice *. 

THis lenity of the King's came too ·late to remedy -the diforders. The people, 
inflamed with bigotry, and irritated by ill ufage, rofe in arms. They were infti
gated by Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. They furprized Turner in Dum
fries, and refolved to have put him to death; but finding, that his orders, which 

• fell into their hands, were more violent than his execution of them, they fpared 
his life. At Laneric, after many prayers, they renewed the covenant, and fet out 
their manifefto ; where they profeifed all fubmiffion to the King : They defired 
only the reftoration of Prefbytery and their former minifters. As many gen
tlemen of their party had been confined on fufpicion; Wallace and Learmont, 
two officers, who had ferved, out in no high rank, were entrufted with the com
mand. Their force never exceeded two thoufand men ; and tho' the whole country 
bore them great favour, men's fpirits were fo fubdued, that the rebels could expetl: 
no farther acceffion of numbers. Dalziel took the field to oppofe their progrefs. 
Their number was now dimini!hed to Boo; and thefe, having advanced near 
Edinburgh, attempted to find their way back into the weft by Pentland Hills. 
They were attacked by the King's forces t. Finding that they could not efcape, 
they flopped their march. Their minifters endeavoured to infufe courage :into 
them. After finging fome pfalms, they turned on the enemy; and being affifi:ed 
by the advantage of the ground, they received the firft charge very refolutely. 
But that was all the action: Immediately, they loft order, and fled for their lives. 
About forty were killed on the fpot, and a hundred and thirty taken prifoners. 
The reft, favoured by the night, and by the wearinefs, and even by the pity of the 
King's troops, made their efcape. 

THE oppreffions which thefe people had fuffered, the delufions under which they 
laboured, and their inoffenfive behaviour during the infurreCl:ion, made them the 
objects of compaffion : Yet were the King's minifters, particularly Sharpe, refolute 
to take fevere vengeance. Ten were hanged on one gibbet at Edinburgh : Thirty
five before their own doors in different places. Thefe criminals might all have 
faved their lives, if they would J1ave renounced the covenant. The executions were 
going on, when the King put a flop to them. He faid, that blood enough had 
~!ready been fhed; and he wrote a letter, in which he ordered, that fuch of the 
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Prifoners, as fhould limply promife to obey the laws for the future, !hould be fet Ch II ap. • 
at liberty, and that the incorrigible fhould be fent to the plantations*. This letter 1668. 

was brought by Burnet, archbi!hop of Glafgow; but not being immediately de:. 
livered to the council by Sharpe, the prefident t, one Mace ail had in the interval 
been put to the torture, under which he expired. He feemed to die in a triumph 
of joy. " Farewel fun, moon, and ftars; farewel world and time; farewel weak 
" and frail body: Welcome eternity, welcome angels and faints, welcome Saviour 
" of the world, and welcome God, the judge of all!" Such were his laft words·: 
And thefe animated fpeeches he uttered with a voice and manner, which ftruck: all 
the byftanders with aftonifhment. 

THE fettlement of Ireland after the refl:oration was a work of much greater diffi~ Affairs 0~f 
cuhy than that of England or Scotland. Not only the power, during the formetlre:and. 
ufurpations, had there been vefted in the -King's enemies : The whole property, iri 
a manner, of the kingdom had alfo been changed ; and it became neceffary to re-
drefs, but with as little violence as poffible, many grievous hardlhips and iniqui-

-ties, which were there complained of. 

T:H:E Iri!h Catholics had in 1648 concluded a treaty with Ormond, the King's 
lieutenant ; in which they had ftipulated pardon for their paft rebellion, and had 
engaged under certain conditions to affift the royal caufe : And tho' the violence of 
the priefts and the bigotry of the people had prevented, in a great meafure, the exe~ 
cution of this treaty; yet were there many, who, having ftrictly, at the hazard 
of their lives, adhere'd to it, feemed on that account well entitled to reap the' fruits 
of their loyalty; Cromwel, having without diftincrion expelled all the native Irifh 
from the three provinces of Munfter, Leinfter, and Uliler, had confined them to 

Connaught and the county of Clare; and among thofe who had thus been forfeited, 
were many whofe innocence was altogether unqueftionable .. Several Protefl:ants 
likewife, and Ormo·nd among the reft, had all along oppofed the Irifh rebellion;· 
yet having afterwards embraced the King's caufe ag~inft the Parliament, they were 
all of them forfeited by the Protector. And there were many officers, who had, 
from the commencement of the infurreCtion, ferved in Ireland,. and who, becaufe 
they would not defert the King, had been refufed all their arrears by the Englifh 
Commonwealth. 

To all thefe unhappy fufferers fame juftice feemed to be due : Bllt the difficulty 
was to find the means of redreffing fuch great and extenGve iniquities. Almoft all 
the valuable parts of Ireland had been meafured out and divided, -either to the ad-. 
venturers, who had lent money to the Parliament for the fuppreffion of the Irin'l 
rebellion, or to the foldiers, who had received land in lieu of their arrears. Thefe, . 
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. Chap. II. could not be difpo!fefTed, becaufe they were the moft powerful and only a'rmed part 
.1668. of Ireland; becaufe it was requifite to favour them, in order to fupport the Englifh 

and Proteftant interell in that kingdom ; and becaufe they had generally, with a 
feeming zeal and alacrity, concurred in the King's reftoration. The King, there· 
fore, i!fued a proclamation ; in which he promifed to maintain their fettlement, and 
at the fame time engaged to give redrefs to the innocent fufferers. There was a 
large quantity of land as yet undivided in Ireland ; and from this and fome other 
funds, it was thought poffible for the King to fulfill both thefe engagements. 

A couRT OF cLAIMS was erected, confill:ing altogether of Engliih commif
floners, who had no connexion with any of the parties, into which Ireland was di
vided. Before thefe, were laid four thoufand claims of perfons defiring reftitution 
on account of their innocence; and the commiffioners had found leifure to examine 
only fix hundred. It already appeared, that, if all thefe were to be reftored, the 
funds, whence the adventurers and foldiers muft get repriza)s, would fall ex
tremely fhort of giving them any tolerable fatisfaction. A great alarm and anxiety 
feized all ranks of men : The hopes and fears of every party were excited : Thefe 
eagerly grafped at recovering their paternal inheritance: Thofe were refolute to 
maintain their new acquiutions. 

THE duke of Ormond was created lord-lieutenant, being the only perfon, whofe 
prudeoce and juftice could compofe fuch jarring interefts; A Parliament was 
affembled at Dublin ; and as the Lower Houfe was almoft entirely chofen by the 
foldiers and adventurers, who ftill kept poifeffion, it was extremely favourable to 
that intereft. The Haufe of Peers fhowed greater impartiality~ 

AN infurrection was projected, together with a furprizal of the caftle of Dublin, 
by fame of the diilianded foldiers; but this deugn was happily defeated by the 
vigilance of Ormond. Some of the criminals were punifhed. Blood, the moft 
defperate of them, efcaped into England. 

BuT affairs could not long remain in the confuCian and uncertainty, in which 
they were placed. All parties feemed willing to abate fomewhat of their preten
fions, in order to attain fome ftability ; and Ormond interpofed his authority to 
that purpofe. The foldiers and adventurers agreed to relinquifh a third part of 
their poffeffions ; and as they had purchafed their lands at very low prices, they 
had reafon to think themfelves extremely favoured by this compofition. All the p.er., 
fans, forfeited on account of their adherence to the King, were rellored ; and fome 
of the innocent Irifh. It was a hard fituation, that a man was obliged to prove 
himfelf innocent, in order to recover poffeffion of the eftate, which he and his an· 
ceftor had ever enjoyed: But the hardlhip was augmented, by the difficult condi
tions annexed to this proof. If the perfon had ever lived in the quarters of the rebels, 

he 
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he was ·not admitted to plead his innocence; and he was, for that reafon alone, Chap. H. 

fuppofed to have been a rebel. The enormous guilt of the Irilh nation made men 1668
· 

overlook the more willingly any iniquity, which might fall on individuals; and it 
was confidered, that tho' it be always the intert:ft of all good government to pree 
vent injufrice, it is not always poffible to remedy it, after it has had a long courfe, 
and has been attended with great fucceffes. 

IRELAND began to attain a ftate of fome compofure, when it was diil:urbed by 
a very violent act, paffed by the Engli!h Parliament, which prohibited the impor
tation of Irifh cattle into England t. Ormond remonfrrated ftrongly againft this 
law. He faid, that the prefent trade, carried on between England and Ireland, was 
extremely to the advantage of the former kingdom, which received only provifions 
or rude materials, and fent back in return every fpecies of manufacture: That if 
the cattle of Ireland were prohibited, the inhabitants of that i!land had no other 
commodity by which they could pay England for their importations, and mull: 
have recourfe to other nations for a fupply : That the indull:rious inhabitants of 
England, if deprived of Irifh provifions, which made living cheap, would be 
obliged to augment the price of labour, and thereby render their manufactures too 
dear to be exported to foreign markets: That the lazy inhabitants of Ireland, fin til
ing provifions fall almoft to nothing, would never be induced to Jabour, but would 
perpetuate to ~11 generations their native fl9th and barbarifm : That by cutting off 
almoft entirely the trade between the kingdoms, all the natural bands of union were 
diifolved, and nothing remained to keep the Irifh in their duty but force and vio
lence: And that by reducing that kingdom to extreme poverty, it would be even 
rendered incapable of maintaining that military power, by which, during its well 
grounded difconten~s, it muft neceifarily be retained in fubjection. 

THE King was fo convinced of the juftnefs of thefe reafons, that he ufed all his 
intereft to oppofe the bill ; and he openly declared, that he could not give his affent 
to it with a fafe confcience. But the Commons were refolute in their -pmpofe. Some 
of the rents of England had fallen of late years, which had been afcribed entirely tG 

the importation of lrifh cattle: Several intrigues had contributed to enflame that pre
judice, particularly thofe of Buckingham and A~ley, who were defirous of giving 
Ormond difturbance in his government: And the fpirit of tyranny, of which narions 
are as fufceptible as individuals, had animated the Engli!h extremely to exert their fu
periority over their dependant ftate. No affair could be cond ucred with greater violence 
than this was by the Commons. They even went fo far in the preamble of the bill as 
to declare the importation of lrifh cattle to be a nuifance. By this exprefllon,they gave 
fcope to their paffion, and at the fame time barred .the King's pr~rogative, by which 
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he might think himfelf entitled to difpenfe with a law, fo full of injuftice and bad 
policy. The Lords expunged the word; but as the King was fenfible, that no 
fupply would be given by the Commons, unlefs they were gratified. in all their 
prejudices, he was obliged both to employ his intereft with the peers for making 
the bill pafs, and to give the royal affent to it. He could not, however, forbear 
expreffing his difpleafure at the jealoufy entertained againft him, and at the inten
tion, which the Commons difcov·ered of retrenGhing his prerogative. 

THIS law brought great diftrefs for fome time upon Ireland; but it has 'OCCa
fioned their applying with greater induftry to manufactures, and has proved in 
the iifue beneficial to that kingdom. 

C H A P. III. 

/1 Parliament.----'I'he Cabal.-'l'heir charaflers.-'l'heir councils. 
-Alliance with Frmzce.-A Parliament.-Coventry llti.
Blood's crimes.-Dttke declares bimfe!f Catholic.-Exchequer jhut. 
-Declaration of indulgence.-Attack of the Smyrna jleet.-War 
declared with Hol!and.-Weaknefs of the States.-Battle if Solebay. 
-Sandwich .killed.-Progrefs qf the French.-Conjlernatiqn if 
the Dutch.--Prince of Orange Stadt holder. Majfocre if the 
de Wits.-Good conduel of the Prince.-A Parliament.-Decla
ration of indulgence recalled.--Sea-fight.---Another fea-jight.--
Another Jea jight.--Congrefi if Cologne.-.A Parliamcnt.--Peace 
with Holland. 

SIN C E the refl:oration, Enghlnd was in a condition, w·hi€h had never been ex-· 
perienced in any former period of her government, and which feemed the only 

one, that could fully enfure her happinefs and her liberty ~ The King was in con
tinual want of fupply from the Parliament; and he feemed willing to accommo
date himfelf to that dependent fituation. Inftead of reviving thofe claims of prero
gative, fo ftrenuouf1y infifl:ed on by his father and grandfather, he had ftrictly con
fined himfelf within the limits of law, and had courted, by every art of popularity, 
the affections of his fubjects. Even the feverities, however blameable, which he 

2 h~ 
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had been forced to exercife againft Nonconformifis, are to be confidered as ex- Ch r·r ap. ' • 
pedients, by which he ftrove to ingratiate himfelf with that party, which predomi- 1668. 

nated in Parliament. But notwithflanding thefe promifmg appearances, there were 
many circumftances, which kept the government from refting fteddily on that bot· 
tom, on which it was placed. The Crown having loft almoft all its antient demefnes, 
relied entirely on voluntary grants of the people ; and the Commons, not fully ac
cuftomed to this new fituation, were not difpofed to fupply with fuffi<;ient liberality 
the neceffities of the Crown. They imitated too ftrittly the example of their pre
deceffors in a rigid frugality of public money ; and neither fufficiently confideroo 
the indigent fituation of the Prince, nor the general ftate of Europe, where every 
nation, by its encreafe both of magnificence and force, had made great additions 
to all public expences. Some confiderable fums, indeed, were befl:owed on Charles, 
and the patriots of that age, tenacious of antient maxims, loudly upbraided the 
Commons with prodigality : Bm if we may judge by the example of a later period, 
when the government has become more regular, and the harmony of its parts has 
been more happily adjufted, the Parliaments of this reign feem rather to have 
merited a contrary reproach. 

THE natural confequence of the poverty of the Crown was, bdides feeble irre
gular tranfattions in foreign affairs, a continual uncertainty in its domeftic admi
niftration. No-one could anfwer with any tolerable affurance for the meafLJres of 
the Haufe of Commons. Few of the members were attached to the Court by any 
other band than that of inclination. Royalifts indeed in their principles, but un
experienced in bufinefs, they lay expofed to every rumour or infinuation; and 
were driven by momentary gufts or currents, no lefs than the populace themfelves. 
Even the attempts made to gain an afcendant over them, by offices, and, as 'tis 
believed, by bribes and penfions, were apt to operate in a manner contrary to 
what was intended by the minifters. The novelty of the practice conveyed a 
general, and indeed a juft, alarm, while, at the fame time, the poverty of the 
Crown rendered this influence very limited and precarious. 

THE character of Charles was ill fitted to remedy thofe defects in the con
ftitution. He acted in the adminiftration of public affairs, as if government 
were a paftime, rather than a ferious occupation ; and by the uncertainty of 
his conduCt, he loft that authority, which could alone befl:ow conflancy on the 
fluctuating refolutions of the Parliament. His expences too, which always ex
ceeded the proper bounds, were direCted more by inclination than by policy ; and 
while they rendered him continually dependant on the Parliament, they were not 
calculated fo as fully to fatisfy either the interefted or di!interefted part of that: 
affembly. 

c c 2 
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Chap. JII. THE Parliament met after a long adjournment; and the King promited himfelf 
Sth ~~~~·bru- every thing from the attachment of the Commons. All his late meafures had been 
ary. . calculated to acquire the goodwill of his people; and above all, the triple leagu~, 
AParhament~it was hoped, would be able to efface all the impreffions left by the unhappy con-

clufion of the Dutch war. But a new attempt made by the court, and a very laud
able one too, loft him, for a time, the effect of all thefe endeavours. Buckingham, 
who was in great favour with the King, and carried on many intrigues among the 
Commons, had alfo endeavoured to fupport connexions with the Nonconformifts; 
and he now formed a fcheme, together with the lord keeper, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, 
and Sir Mathew Hale, chief jurtice, two worthy patriots, to put an end to thofe 
feverities, under which thefe religionifi:s had fo long laboured. It was propofed to 
reconcile the Prefbyterians by a comprehenfion, and to grant a toleration to the 
lndependants and other fecraries. Favour feems not, by this fcheme, as by others 
embraced during the prefent reign, to have been intended the Catholics: Yet were 
the zealous Commons fo difgufted, that they could not be prevailed on even to 
gi:ve the King thanks for the triple league, however laudable that meafure was 
then, and has ever fince been efteemed. They immediately voted an addrefs for 
a. proclamation againft conventicles. Their requeft was com plied with ; but as the 
King frill dropped fame hints of his defire to reconcile his proteftant fubjecrs, the 
Commons paired a very unufual vote, that no man £hould bring into the Haufe 
any bill of that nature. The King in vain reiterated his follicitations for fupply, 
reprefented the neceffity of equipping a fleet, and even offered, that the money 
which they fhould grant, fhould be colleCted and iffued for that purpofe by com
miffioners appointed by the Haufe. Inftead of compliance, the Commons voted 
an enquiry into all the mifcarriages during the late war ; the Oackening fail after 
the Duke's viCtory from falfe orders delivered by Brounker, the mifcarriage at 
Berghen, the divifion of the fleet under Prince Rupert and Albemar1e, the dif
grace at Chatham. Brounker was expelled the Haufe, and ordered to be impeached. 
Commiffioner Pet, who had negleCted orders for the fecurity of Chatham, met 
with the fame fate. The!e impeachments were never profecuted. The Haufe, at 

]aft, having been indulged in all their prejudices, were prevailed with to vote the 
King three hundred and ten. thoufand pounds, by an impofition on wine and other 

nth of May, liquors; after which they were adjourned. 
PuBLIC bufinefs, befides being retarded by the difgufi: of the Commons againft tr.,.e 

tolerating maxims of the court,. received obf!::ruttions this feffion from a quarrel b~
tween the two Houfes. Skinner, a rich merchant in London, having met with fame 
injuries from theEafrlndiaCompany, laid the matter by petition before the Houfe of 
Lords, by whom he was relieved incofts and damages to the amount of five thoufan.d 

fOunds._ 
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pounds. The Commons voted, that the Lords, in taking cognizance of this affair, 
originally, without any appeal from inferior courts, had acted in a manner not 
agreeable to the laws of the Jand, and tending to deprive the fubject of the right, 
eafe, and benefit, due to him by thefe laws; and that Skinner, iri profecuting the 
fuir, had infringed the privileges of the Commons: For which offence, they or
d~red him to be taken into the cuftody of the ferjeant at arms. Some conference~ 
enfued between the Haufe&; where the Lords were tenacious of their right of ju
dicature, and maintained, that the method, in which they had exercifed it, was 
quite regular. The Commons rofe into a great ferment; and went fo far as to 
vote, that " whoever fhould be aiding or affifting in putting in execution the 
" order or fentence of the Haufe of Lords, in the cafe of Skinner again ft. the Eail 
" India Company, fhall be deemed a betrayer of the rights and liberties of the 
" Commons of England, and an infringer of the privileges of the Haufe of Com
" mons." They rightly judged, that it would not be eafy, after thi-s vote, to find 
any one, whu would venture on their indignation. The proceedings indeed of 
the Lords feem in this cafe to have been unufual and without precedent. 

Chap. III •. 
!66&.. 

THE King's neceffities obliged him again to aff'emble the Parliament, who !bowed 166g: 
fome difpofition to relieve him. The price, however, which he muft pay for this 19th of Octo• 

indulgence, was his yielding to laws againft conventicles. His complaifance in this her. 

particular contributed more to gain the Commons, than all the pompous pretences 
of fupporting the triple alliance, that popular meafure, by which he expected to 
make fuch advantage. The quarrel between the two Houfes was rev-ived ; and as 
the Commons had voted only four hundred tboufand pounds, with which the King 
was not fatisfied, he thought proper, before they had carried their vote into a law, to 
prorogu; them. T~e only b~finefs finifhed .t~is ibort feffi~n was the receiving the 

11
th of De

report or the committee appomted for exammmg the public accounts. On the firft cember, 

infpection of this report, there appears a vafl: fum, no leis than a million and a half, 
unaccounted for ; and the natural inference is, that the King had very much abufed 
the truft repofed in him by Parliament. But a more accurate infpeEtion of parti-
culars ferves, in a great meafure, to remove this imputation. The King indeed 
went fo far as to tell the Parliament from the thrQne," That he had fully informed 
" himfelf of that matter, and did affirm, that no parr of thofe monies, which they 
"had given him, had been diverted to other ufes, but on the contrary, befides 
'·' all thofe Cupplies, a very great fum had be-en raifed out of his ftanding revenue 
" and credit, ancl a very great debt contracr~d ; and all for the war." Tho' artifi-
cial pretences have often been employed by Kings in their fpeeches to Parliament 
.and by none more than Charles, it is fomewhat clifficult to fufpect Lim of n di;e[c 

lye 
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lye and falfhood. He mufr have had fame reafons, and perhaps not unplaufible 
ones, for this affirmation, of which all his hearers, as they had the accounts lying 
before them, were at that time very competent judges*. 

THE method which all Parliaments had hitherto followe.d, was to vote a parti
cular fum for the fupply, without any diftinCl:ion or appropriation for particular 
fervices. So long as the demands of the Crown were only fmall and cafual, no 
great inconveniencies arofe from this praCtice. But as all the meafures of go
vernment were now changed, it mufr be confeifed, that, if the King made a juft 
application of public money, this inaccurate method of proceeding, by expofing 
him to fufpicions, was very prejudicial to him. If he was inclined to aCl: other· 
wife, it was equally hurtful to the people. For thefe reafons, a contrary practice, 
during all the late reigns, has conftantly been followed by the Commons. 

WHEN the Parliament met after the prorogation, they entered anew upon the 
bufinefs of the fupply, and granted the King an additional duty, during eight years, 
of twelve pounds on each tun of Spanirn wine, eight on each tun of French. 
A law was alfo paffed empowering· him to fell the fee farm rents; the laft remains 
of the demefnes by which the. antient Kings of England had been fupported. 
By this expedient he obtained fome fupply for his prefent neceffities, but left the 
Crow11., if poffible, ftill more dependant than before. How much money might 
be raifed by thefe fales is uncertain ; but it could not be near one million eight 
hundred thoufand pounds, the fum affigned by fome writers t. . 

THE act againft conventicles paired, and received the royal aifent. It bears the 
appearance of mitigating the former perfecuting laws ; but -if we may judge by the 
fpirit, which had broke OIJt almoft every feffion during this Parliament, it was not 

• The abftraa of the report of the Brook-houfe committee (fa that committee was called) was firft 
pubUbed by Mr. Ralph, val. i. p. 177, from lord Hallifax's Colleet.ions, to which I refer. If we 

perufe their apology, which we find in the fubfequent page of the fame author, we Jhall find, that they 
aCt.ed with fome malignity towards the King. They would take notice of no fervices performed be
fore the 1ft of September, 1664. But all the King's preparations preceded that date, and, as chan
cellor Clarendon_ told the Parliament, amounted to eight hundred thoufand pounds ; and th~ compu
tation is very probab1e. This fum, therefore, muft be added. The committee likewife charged feven 
hundred thoufand pounds to the King on account of the winter and fum mer guards, faved during two 
years and ten months thJt the war l~fted. But this feems iniquitous. For tho' that was an ufual burthen 
on the revenue, which was then favcd ; would not the diminution of the cuftoms during the war be an 
equivalent to it? Bdi.des, near three hundred and forty thourand pounds are charged for prize-money, 
which perhaps the King thought he ought not to account for. Thefe fums exceed the million and a 
half. 

t Mr. Carte, in his Vindication of the Anfwer to the Byllander, p. 99• fays, that the fale of the 

fee farm rents would not yield above one hundred thoufaud pounds ; and his reafons appear well 

founded. 
intended 
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intended as any favour to the Nonconformifts. 'Twas probably found by expe
rience, that laws over rigid and fevere could not be executed: By this aCt the 
hearer in a conventicle, (that is, in a diffenting affembly, where more than five 
were prefent befides the family) was fined five 1hillings for the firft offence, ten 
for the fecond ; the preacher twenty pounds for the firft offence, forty for the 
fecond. The perfon, in whofe houfe the conventicle met, forfeited a like fum 
with the preacher. One claufe is very remarkable; that, if any difpute fhould 
arife with regard to the interpretation of any part of the act, the judges fhould 
always explain the doubt in the fenfe leaft favourable to conventicles, it being the 
intention of the Parliament entirely to fupprefs them. Such was the zeal of the 
Commons, that they violated the plaioeft and moft eftablilhed maxims of civil 
policy, which require, that, in all criminal profecutions2 favour fuould always be 
given to the prifoner. , 

THE affair of Skinner frill remained a ground of quarrel between the two 
Houfes ; but the King prevailed with the Peers to accept of the expedient pro
pofed by the Commons, that a general razure ihould be made of all the tranfac· 
tions with regard to that difputed queftion. 

SQME attempts were made by the King to effectuate a union between Englaod 
and Scotland : But they were too feeble to remove all the difficulties, which ob· 
ftructed that ufeful and important undertaking. Commiflioners were appointed 
to meet, in order to regulate the conditions : But the delign, chiefly by the in
trigues of Lauderdale, foon after came to nothing. 

THE KING, about this time, began frequently to attend the debates of the Houfci: 
of Peers. He faid, that they amufed him, and that he found them no Iefs enter
taining than a play. But deeper defigns were fufpetl:ed. As he feell;led to intereft 
himfelf extremely in thl.e caufe o:f lord Roos, who had obtained a divorce from his 
wife, on the accufation of adultery, and applied to Parliament for kave to marry 
again ; people imagined, that Charles propofed to make a precedent of the cafe, 
and that fome other pretence would be found for getting rid of the queen. Many 
propofals to this purpofe, it is faid, were made him by Buckingham: But the 
King, however little fcrupulous in fome refpects, was incapable of any atl:ion,
hadh or barbarous; and he always rejected with horror all fchemes of this nature. 
A fufpicion however of fuch intentions, it was obferved, had, at this time, begot 
a coldnefs bel ween the two royal brothers. 

WE now cdme to a period, when the King's councils, which had hitherto, in 
the main, been good, tho' negligent and flu-El:uating, became, during fome time, 
remarkably bad, or even criminal ; and b··~eding incurable jealoufies in all men, 
were followed by fuch confequences as had <~lmofl terminated in the ruin both cf 

pnnce 
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prince and people. Happily the fame negligence ftill attended him, and, as it had 
JeJTened the influence of the good, it alfo diminifhed the effett of the bad meafures, 
which he embraced. 

IT was remarked, that the com mit tee of council, eCtablifhed for foreign affairs, 
was entirely changed; and that Prince Rupert, the duke· of Ormond, fecretary 
Trevor, and lord keeper Bridgeman, men in whofe honour the nation had great 
confidence, were never called to any deliberations. The whole fecret was entrufted 
to five perfons, Clifford, Afhley, Buckingham, Arlington, Lauderdale. Thefe 
men were known by the appellation of the Cabal, a word which the initial ;etters 
of their names happened to compofe. Never was there a more dangerous miniilry 
·in England, nor one more noted for pernicious councils. 

LoRD AsHLEY, foon after known by the name of earl of Shafcfbury, was one 
of the moft remarkable charaCters of the age, and the chief fpring of all the fuc .. 
ceeding movements. During his early youth, he had engaged in the late King's 
party ; but being difgufted with fome,{Ileafures of Prince Maurice, he foon deferred 
·to the Parliament. He infinuated himfelf into the confidence of Cromwel ; and 
as he had great influence on the Prelbyterians, he was ferviceable in fupporting the 
"authority of that ufurper. He employed the fame ·credit to promote the reftora
tion ; and on that account both deferved and acquired great favour with the King. 
In all his changes, he ftill maintaiHed the charaCter of never betraying thofe friends 
whom he deferted; and which ever party he joined, his great capacity and fingu
lar talents foon gained him their confidence, and enabled him to take the lead 
among them. No ftation could fatisfy his ambition, no fatigues were infuperable 
to his induftry. Well acquainted with tbe blind attachment of parties, he fur
mounted all fenfe of fname: And relying on the fubtilty of his contrivances, he 
was not ftartled with enterprizes, the moft hazardous and moft criminal. His 
talents, both of public fpeaking and private infinuation, fhone out in an eminent 
degree; and amidft all his furious pdlions, he poffdfed a found judgment of bufi
nefs, and ftill more of men. Tho' fitted by nature for beginning and pufhing the 
grearea undertakings, he was never able to conduCt any to a happy period; and his 
.eminent abilities, by reafon of his infatiable defires,, were equally dangerous to 
.himfelf, to the Prin.ce, and to the people. 

THE duke of Buckingham poffeffed all the advantages, which a graceful perfon, 
a high rank, a fplendid fortune, and a lively wit could beHow; but by his wild con
.dut1:, unreftrained either by prudence or principle, he found means to render him
.felf in the end odious and even infignificant. The leatl: intereft could make him 
abandon his honour; the fmalleft pleafure could feduce him from his intereft; the 
,moil: frivolous caprice was fuilident to count.erballance his pleafure. By the want of 

' fecr..ecy 
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fecrecy and conftancy, l1e deftroyed his charaCl:er in public life ; by the contempt Chap. nt 
of order and reconomy, he diffipated his private fortune; by riot and debauchery, 167°• 
he ruined his health; and he remained at )aft as incapable of doing hurt, as he 
had ever been little ddirous of doing good, to mankind. 

THE earl, foon after created duke, of Lauderdale, was not defeCl:ive in natural, 
and frill lefs in acquired, talents ; but neither was his addrefs gr;J.ceful, nor his un
derftanding juft. His principles, or, more properly fpeaking, his prejudices, 
were obftinate, but unable to reftrain his ambition : His ambition was ftilllefs 
dangerous than the tyranny and violence of his temper. An implacable enemy, 
but a lukewarm friend ; infolent to his inferiors, but abjeCl: to his fuperiors; tho' 
in his whole character and deportment, he was almofl: diamcrrically oppofi.te to 

the King, he had the fortune, beyond any other minifter, to maintain, during 
the great eft part of his reign, an afcendant over him. 

THE talents of parliamentary eloquence and intrigue had r.:.ifed Sir Thomas 
Clifford ; and his daring impetuous fpirit gave him weight in the King's councils. 
Of the whole cabal, Arlington was the leaft dangerous either by his vices or hii 
talents. His judgment was found, tho' his capacity was but moderate ; and his 
intentions were good, tho' he wanted courage and integrity to perfevere in them. 
Together with Temple and Bridgeman, he had been a great promoter of the triple 
league; but he threw himfelf with equal alacrity into oppofi.te meafures, when he 
found them agreeable to his mafter. Clifford and he were fecretly Catholics: 
Shaftefbury, tho' addiCted to aftrology, was reckoned a Deifr : Buckingham had 
too little refleCtion to embrace any fteady principles: Lauderdale had long been 
a bigotted and furious Prefbyterian ; and the opinions of that feet ftill kept pof· 
feffion of his mind, however little they appeared in his conduct. 

THE dark councils of the Cabal, tho' from the firll: they gave anxiety to all men Their coun· 

of refieCl:ion, were not thoroughly known but by the event. Such feem to have cils. 

been the views, which they fuggefted to the King and the Duke, and which thefe 
Princes too greedily embraced. They faid, that the Parliament, tho' the fpirit 
of party, for the prefent, attached them to the Crown, were fl:ill more attached 
to thofe powers and privileges, which their predece!fors had ufurped from the 
Sovereign: That after the firft flow of kindnefs, they had difcovered fymptoms 
.sf difcontent; and would be fure to turn againfl: the King all the authority which 
they yet retained, and ftill more thofe pretenfions which it was eafy for them in a 
moment to revive: That they not only kept the King in dependance by means of 
J1is precarious revenue, but had never difcovered a fuitable generofity, even in 
thofe temporary fupplies, which they granted him : That it was time for the 

V oJ... VI. D d Prince 
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Prince to rouzc himfelf from his lethargy, and to recover that authority, which 
his predeceifors, during fo many ages, had peaceably enjoyed : That the great 
error Ol' misfortune of his father was the not having formed any clofe connexion 
with foreigl'l Princes, who, on the breaking out of the rebellion, might have found 
their intereft in fupporting him : That the prefent alliances, being entered into 
with fo many weaker potentates, who themfelves ftood in need of the King's pro
tection, could never ferve to maintain, much Iefs augment, the royal authority: 
That the French Monarch alone, fo generous a Prince, and by blood fo nearly allied 
to the King, would be found both able and willing, if gratified in his ambition, 
to defend the common caufe of Kings againft ufurping fubjetl:s: That a war, 
undertaken againft Holland by the united force of two fuch mighty potentates, 
would prove an eafy enterprize, and would ferve all the purpofes which were 
aimed at: That under pretence of that war, it would not be difficult to levy a 
military force, without which, during the prevalence of republican principles 
among his fubjetl:s, the King would vainly expect to defend his prerogative : 
That his naval power might be maintained, partly by the fupplies, which, on 
Qther pretences, would previou:fiy be obtained from Parliament ; partly by fub
fidies from France; partly by captures, which might eafily be made on that c-pu
lent republic: That in fuch a fituation, attempts to recover the loft authority of 
the Crown would be attended with fuccefs ; nor would any malecontents dare to 
refift a Prince, fortified by fo powerful an alliance ; or if they did, they would 
only draw more certain ruin on thernfelves and on their caufe ~ And that by fub
duiDg the States, a great ftep would be taken towards advancing a reformation 
of the government ; fince it was apparent, that that republic, by its fame and 
grandeur, fortified, in his fatl:ious fubjeets, their attachment to what they vainly 
called their civil and religious liberties. 

THESE fuggeftions happened fatally to concur with aU the inclinations and pre
judices of the King;. his defire of more extenfive authority, his propenfity to the-. 
Catholic religion, his avidity for money. He feems likewife, from the verY-' 
beginning of his reign, to have entertained great jealoufy of his own fubjeCI:s, and, 
on that account, a de fire of fortifying himfelf by an intimate alliance with Francea 
So early as 1664, he had offered the French Monarch to allow him without oppoq 
fition to conquer Flanders, provided that Prince would engage to furnilh him with. 
ten thoufand infantry, and a fuitable number of cavalry, in cafe of any rebellion 
in England *. As no dangerous fymptoms at that time difcovered themfelves, 
we are left to conjetl:ure, from this incident, what opinion Charles had conceived. 
®f the factious difpofition of his people. , 

*'- D~Eftrades, zxft of Iuly,. 1667 •. 
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Ev!N during the time, when the triple alliance was moft zeaioufiy cultivated, 
the King never feems to have been entirely cordial in thofe falutary meafures, but 
frill to have cafl a longing eye towards the French alliance. Clifford, who had 
much of his confidence, faid imprudently, " Notwithfianding all this joy, we 
'' mufl have a fecond war with Holland." The acceffion of the Emperor to that 
alliance had been refufed by England on very frivolous pretences. And many 
unfriendly cavils were raifed againfl the States with regard to Surinam and the 
conduct of the Eaft India Company. But about April I 669, ~he ftrongeft 
fymptoms appeared of thofe fatal meafures, which were afterwards more openly 
purfued. 

DE WIT, at that time, came to Temple ; and told him, that he payed him a 
vifit as a friend, not as a minifter. The occafion was to acquaint him with a con
verfation which he had lately had with Puffeodorf, the Swedifh agent, who had 
paffed by the Hague in the way from Paris to his own country. The French 
rninifters, Puffendorffaid, had taken much pains to perf wade him, that the Swedes 
would find their account very ill in thofe meafures, which they had lately em
braced : That Spain would fail them in all her promifes of fubfidies; nor would 
Holland alone be able to fupport them : That England would certainly fail them~ 
and had already adopted councils direCtly oppofite to thofe which by the triple' 
league fhe had bound herfelf to purfue: And that the refolution was not the lefs 
fixed and certain, that the fecret was as yet communicated to very few either in 
the French or Englilh court. When Puffendorf feemed incredulous, Turenne 
fhowed him a letter from Colbert de Croiify, the French minifter at London ; 
where, after mentioning the fuccef3 of his negotiations, and the favourable difpo
fition of his chief miniflers there, he added; " And I have at laft made them 
" fenuble of the whole extent of his Majefty's bounty*." From this incident, 
it appears, that the infamous practice of felling thernfelves to foreign Princes, 
a practice, which, notwithflanding the malignity of the vulgar, is certainly very 
rare among men in high-office, had not been fcrupled by Charles's minifters. 

BuT the King's refolutions feem never to have been entirely fixed, till the vifit, 
which he received from his fifler, the dutchefs of Orleans. Lewis, -knowing the 
adqrefs and infinuation of that amiable Princefs, and the great influence, which fl1e 
had obtained over her brother, had engaged her to employ all her good offices, in 
order to detach England from the triple league, which, he knew~ had fixed fuch 
an unfurmountable barrier to his ambition. That he might the betrer<Cover this 
negotiation, he pretended to vi fit his frontiers, particularly the great works, which 
he had undertaken at Dunkirk ; and he carried the Q!..1een and the whole court 

• Temple, vol. ii. p. I79· 
Dd2 ~long 

Chap. liT~ 
1610· 



to+ H 1 S T 0 R Y oF G R E A T B R I T A I N. 

Chap. III.. along with him. While he remained on the oppofite fhore, the dutchefs of Or· 
1 67o. leans went over into England; and Charles met her at Dover, where they paifed 

ten days together in great mirth and feftivity. By her artifices and careifes, fhe 
prevailed on Charles to relinquifh the moft fett!ed maxims of honour and policy, 

16th of May. and to finifh his engagements with Lewis for the deftruEt:ion of Holland. No 
:lliance with particular articles feem here to have been figned, or even agreed upon. Neither 

ranee. of the Princes had the leail: claims on that republic ; and they could therefore re
gulate their pretenfions only by the future fuccefs of their arms. And as to the 
fcheme, which Charles is with fa good rea[on fuppofed to have entertained, of 
employing the French power, or at leail: the terror of it, for enlarging his authe
rity at home; it was of fuch a nature as muft depend upon incidents, and, for the 
prefent, it fufficed, if he conjoined his interefts intimately with France, and ob
tained general aff'urances of fupport, in cafe of any oppofition or infurreClion. 

BuT Lewis well knew Charles's character, and the ufual fluctuation of his coun
cils. In order to fix him in the French interefts, he refolved to bind him by the 
tyes of pleafure, the only ones which with him were irrefi(tible ; and he made him 
a prefent of a French miftrefs, by whofe means, he hoped, for the future, to go
vern him. The dutchefs of Orleans brought with her a young lady of the name 
of Q8eroiiaille, whom the King carried to London, and foon after created dutchefs 
of Portfmouth. He was extremely attached to her during the whole courfe of 
his life ; and fhe proved a great means of fupporting his connexions with her na
tive country. 'Tis impoffible but his quick difcernment muft have perceived the 
fcope of all thefe artifices; but he was too much a £lave to pleafure ever to defend 
himfelf againft his prefent allurements. 

THE fatisfaClion, which Charles reaped from his new alliance, received a great 
check by the death of his fifter, and ftill more by thofe melancholy cifcumftances 
which attended it. Her death was fudden, after a few days illnefs; and .fhe was 
feized with the malady upon drinking a glafs of fuccory-water. Strong fufpicions 
of poifon arofe in the court of Franc~, and fpread all over Europe; and as her huf
band had difcovered many fymptorns of jealoufy and difcontent en account of her 
conduCt, he was tmiverfally believed to be the author of that crime. Charles him
felf, during fome time, was entirely convinced of his guilt; but upon receiving the 
atteftation of phyficians, who, on opening her body, found no foundation for the 
genetal rumour, he was or pretended to be fatisfied. The duke of Orleans in
deed did never, in any other circumftance of his life, betray fuch difpofitions as 
might lead him to fa criminal an aCtion; and a lady, it is faid, drank the remains 
of the fame glafs, without feeling any inconvenience. The f~1dden death oJ Princes 

lS. 
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is commonly accompanied with thefe difmal furmifes ; and therefore lefs weight is Chap. Hr. 
in tnis cafe to be laid on the fufpicions of the public. 1 67°~ 

CHARLES, inftead of breaking with France upon this incident, took advan
tage of it to fend over Buckingham, under pretence of condoling with the duke 
of Orleans, but in reality to concert farther meafures for the projected war. Never 
ambaffador received greater careffes. The more deftruCl:ive the prefent mea
fures were to the interefts of England, the more natural was it for Lewis to load 
with civilities and even with favours, thofe whom he could engage to promote 
them. 

THE journey of Buckingham raifed fl:rong fufpicions in Holland, which every 
circumftance tended frill farther to confirm. Lewis made a fudden irruption into 
Lorraine ; and tho' he miffed feizing the duke himfelf, who had no furmize of 
the danger, and who very narrowly efcaped, he was foon able without refifl:ance 
to mak.e h1mfelf mafter of the whole country. The French Monarch was fo far 
unhappy, that, tho' the moft tempting opportunities offered themfelves, he had 
not commonly {a much as the pretence of equity and juftice to cover his ambitious 
meafures. This acquifition of Lorraine ought co have excited the jealoufy of the 
contraCting powers in the triple league, a.s much as an invafion of Flanders itfelf; 
yet did Charles turn a deaf ear to all remonfl:rances, which were made him upon 
that fubjetl:. -

BuT what tended chiefly to open the eyes of de Wit and the States with regard 
te the meafures of England, was the fudden recall of Sir William Temple. That 
rninifl:er had fo firmly eftablilhed his charaCter of honour and integrity, that he was 
believed incapable even of o~eying his mafter's commands, in promoting mea
fures, which he efteemed pernicious to his country; and fo long as he remained in 
employment, de Wit thought hlmfelf alfured of the fidelity of England. Charles 
was fo fenfible of 1:!1is prepoifefiion, that he ordered Temple to leave his family at 
the Hague, and pretended that that minifter would immediately return, after 
having conferred with the King about fome bufinefs, where his negotiation had 
met with obftruftions. De Wit made the Ducch refldtnt inform the Engli!h court, 
that h~ would confider the recall of Temple as an exprefs declaration of a change 
{)f meafures in England; and would even know what interpretation to put upon 
any delay of his return. 

W HTLE thefe meafures were fecretly in agitation, the Parliament met, accord- , f 
0 

,.,_ 
. d" Th K. d n r. h d 1 r. h 24tn a c.o-mg to a ~ournment. e mg ma e a very uwrt 1peec ; an e1t t e bufinefs her. 

to be enlarged upon by the keeper. That minifter 1nfifted much on the King's A ParliameJ;l.t,· 

great want of fupply ; the mighty encreafe of the naval power of France, now 
trip!<; 
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"Chap. nr. triple to what it was before the lall war with Bolland ; the decay of the Engliih 
i!

6
7°· navy ; the neceffity of fitting out next year a fleet of fifty fail; the obligations, 

which the King lay under by feveral treaties to exert himfelf for the common good 
.of Chriftepdom. Among other treaties, _he mentioned the triple alli\illce, and the 
def~nfive league with t~e States. It is certain, that Bridgeman, thG' he was not 
.admitted into the fecrers of ~he Cabal, mull have obferved fo many grounds of 
fufpicion, as fhould have kept him from giving fanction to that deceit, which 
was intended to be put upon the Parliament. 

THE artifice fucceeded. The Haufe of Commons, entirely fatisfied with the 
King's meafures, voted him cqnfiderable fupplies. A land tax for a yea!;' was im
pofe'?\ of <\ {hilling a pound; two fhinings a pound qn two thirds of the falaries 
-of offices; fifteen !billings on every hundred pound of bankers' money and frock ; 
an additional excife upon beer for fix years, and certain impofitions upon law pro
-ceedings for nine years. The Parliament _had never before been in a moreliberal 
.difpofition; and never furely was it lefs merited by the councils of the King and 
cf his minifters. 

THE Commons pa!fed another bill for laying a duty on cobacco, Scots fait, 
:gla!fes, and fame other commodities. Againft this bill the merchants of London 
appeared by petition before the Haufe of L<>.rds. The Lords entered into their 
Teafons, and began to make amendments on the bill fent up by the Commons. 
This q.ttempt was highly re.fented by the lower Houfe, as an encroachment on the 
right, which they pretended to poifefs alone, of granting money to the crown, 
Many remonftrances paifed between the two houfes ; and by their altercations the 

. 1671· . King was obliged to prorogue the Parliament; and he thereby loft the money 
~.zd of April. which was intended him. This is the Jail time, that the Peers have revived any 

pretenfions of that nature. Ever fince, the privilege of the Commons, in all other 
places except the Haufe of Peers, has pa!fed for undifputed. 

THERE was a private affair, which during this feffion difgufted the Haufe of 
-Commons, and required fame pains to accommodate it. The ufual method 
of thofe who oppofed the Court in the money bills, was, if they failed in the main 
vote as to the extent of the fupp1y, to kvy the money from fuch funds as they ex
peEted would be unacceptable or would prove deficient. It was propofed to lay an 
impofition upon playhoufes: The courtiers objected, that the players were the 
King's fervants, and a part of his pleafure. Sir John Coventry, a gentleman of 
the country party, aiked, " whether the King's pleafure lay among the male or the 
" female players ? '' This ftroke of fatyre was aimed at Charles, who, befides his 
miftrelfes of higher quality, entertained at that time two aCtreffes, Davis and Nell 

Gwin., 
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Gwin. The King received not the raillery with that good humour, which might Chap. Iii. 
have been expeCted. lt Wc.s faid; that this being the fir£l: time, when refpetl: to •6

7
1

• 

Majefty had been publicly violated, it was neceffary, by fome fevete chaftifemen t, 
to make Coventry an example to all who might incline to tread in his footfteps. 
Sands, Obrian, and fame others of the guads were ordered to way-lay him, and 
to fet a mark upon him. He defended himfelf with great bravery, and after 
wounding fevera.l of the affailants, was with fome difficulty difarmed. They cut 
his nofe to the bone, in order, as they faid, to teach him what refpect he owed to 
the King. The Commons were enfbmed by this indignity offered to one of their 
members, on account of words fpoke in the Houfe. They paired a law, where Coventry-act, · 
they made it capital to maim any perfon ; and they enacted, that thofe criminals, ., 
who had affaulted Coventry, fhould be incapable of receiving a pardon from the 
Crown. 

THERE was another private affair, tranfacted about this time, by which the 
King was as much expofed to the imputation of a capricious lenity, as he was 
here blamed for unneceffary feverity. Blood, a diibanded officer of the Protector, 
had been engaged in the confpiracy for r<tifing an infurrection in Ireland ; and for 
this crime he himfelf had been aaainted,. and fome of his accomplices capitally 
punifhed. The daring villain meditated a revenge upon Ormond, the lord lieu- Blood'~>' 

tenant. Having by artifice drawn off the duke's footmen, he attacked his coach in crimes •. 

the night, as he drove along St. James's ftreet in London, and made himfelf mafter 
of his perfon. He might here have finifhed the crime, had he not meditated re
finements in his vengeance: H.e was refolved to hang the duke at Tyburn; and 
for that purpofe bound him, and mounted him on horfeback behind one of his 
companions. They were advanced a good way into the fields; when the duke, 
making efforts for his liberty, threw himfelf t:) the ground, and brought down· 
with him tl'e aff.illln, to whom he was tied. They were ftruggling together in the 
mud; when Ormond's fervants, whom the alarm had reached, came and faved 
him. Biood and his companions, 5ring their piftols in a hurry at the duke, rode. 
off, and faved themfelves, by means of the darknefs. 

·BucKINGHAM was at firft, with fome appearance of reafon, fufpected to be the 
author of the attempt. His proftig;;~~ charaCter and his enmity againft Ormond, 
expofed him to this imputation. Olfory foon after came to court, and feeing 
Buckingham ftand by the King, his colour rofe, and he could not forbear ex
preffing himfelf to this purpofe. " My lord, I know well, that you are at the 
'·'bottom of this late attempt l).pCn my father: But I give you warning, if by 
'' any means he comes to a violent end, I fhall not be at a lofs to know the author: 
"·I Ihall confider you as the affaffin: I fhall treat you as fuch; and wherever K: 

" meet. 
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" meet you, I fhall piftol you, tho' you flood behind the King's chair ; and I tell 
" it you in his Majefty's prefence, that you may be fure I fhall not fail of 
" performance*." If there was here any indecorum, it was eafily excufed in a 
generous youth, when his father's life was expofed to danger. 

A LITTLE after, Blood formed a defign of carrying off the Crown and Regalia 
from the Tower; a defign, to which he was prompted, as well by the furprizing 
boldnefs of the enterprize as by the views of profit. He was very near fucceeding. 
He had bound and wounded Edwards, the keeper of the jewel office ; and had got 
out of the Tower with his prey, but was overtaken and feized, with fome of his 
aifociates. One of them was known to have been concerned in the attempt upon 
Ormond; and Blood was immediately concluded to be the ringleader. When 
aiked, he frankly avowed the enterprize; but refufed to tell his accomplices. 
" The fear of death," he faid, " would never engage him, either to deny a guilt, 
"or betray a friend." All thefe extraordinary circumlb.nces made him the general 
fubject of converfation ; and the King was moved by an idle curiofity to fee and
fpeak with a perfon fo noted for his courage and his crimes. Blood might now 
efteem himfelf fecure of pardon ; and he wanted not addrefs to improve the op
portunity. He told Charles, that he had been engaged, with others, in a defign 
to kill him with a carabine above Batterfea, where his Majefty often went to bathe: 
That the caufe of this refolution was the feverity exercifed over the confciences of 
the godly, in rdhaining the liberty of their religious affemblies: That when he 
had taken his ftand among the reeds, full of thefe bloody refolutions, he found his 
heart checked with an awe of Majefl:y ; and not only relented himfelf, but divert
ed hi's aifociates from their purpofe : That he had long ago brought himfelf to an 
entire indifference about life, which he now gave for loft; yet could he not forbear 
warning the King of the danger which might attend his execution : That his aifo
ciates had bound themfelves together by the ftritl:eft oaths to revenge the death of 
any of their confederacy : And that no precaution nor power could fecure any one 
from the effects of their defperate refolutions. 

WHETHER thefe confiderations excited fear or admiration in the King, they 
confirmed his refolution of granting a pardon to Blood; but he thought it a re
quifite point of decency firft to obtain the duke of Ormond's confent. Arlington 
came to Ormond in the King's name, and defired that he would not profecute 
Blood, for reafons which he was commanded to give him. The duke gallantly 
replied, that his Majefiy's commands were the only reafon, that could be given, 
and being fufficient, he might therefore fpare the refi. Charles carried his 
kindnefs to Blood fbll farther: He granted him an eftate of five hundred pounds 

• Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. 225. 

a year 
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·a year in Ireland ; he encouraged his attendance about his perf on ; he lhowed him Chap. rrr. 
, great countenance, and many applied to him for promoting their pretenfions at 1671

• 

·court. And while old Edwards, who had bravely ventured his life, and had 
been wounded, in defending the Crown and Regalia, was forgotten and neglected, 
~this man, who deferved only to be ftared at and detefted as a monfi:er, became a 
kind of favourite. 

ERRORS of this· nature in private life, have often as bad an influence as mifcar. 
riages, in which the public is more immediately concerned. Another incident 
happened this year, which infufed a very general difpleafure, and ftill greater ap
prehenfions, into all men. The. dutchefs of York died, and in her }aft ficknefs, 
fhe made open profeffion of the Romifh religion, and finifhed her life in that com
munion. This put an end to that thin difguife, which the Duke had hitherto 
worne; and he now openly declared his attachment to the church of Rome. Un- Duke de

accoun~able terrors of popery, ever fince the acceffion of the houfe of Stuart, had g~~~~~f~~fel£ 
prevailed throughout the nation; but thefe had formerly been found fo groundlefs, 
and had been employed to fo many bad purpofes, that furmizes of this nature were 
likely to meet with the lefs credit-from all men of fenfe; and nothing but the 
Duke's imprudent bigotry could have. convinced the whole nation of his converfion. 
Popery, which had hitherto been only a hideous fpeCl:er, was now become a real 
ground of terror, being openly and zealouily embraced by the•heir apparent to the 
Crown, a prince of induftry and enterprize; while the king :himfelf was not en-· 
tirely free from like fufpicions. 

IT is probable., thatthe new alliance of France infpired the Duke with courage 
. to make open profeffion of his religion, and rendered him more carelefs of the 
affeCtions and efteem of the Englifh. This alliance became every day more vi
fible to all the world. Temple was declared to be no longer ambaffador to the 
States; and Downing, whom the Dutch regarded-as the inveterate enemy of their 
.republic, was fent over in his place. A ground of quarrel was fought by means 
ot a yatcht, difpacched for lady Temple. The captain failed thro' the Dutch 
.fleet, which lay on their own coafl:s .; and he had orders to make tlwm ftdke, to 
fire on them, and to perfevere till they il1ould return his fire. The Dutch admi
ral, Van Ghent, furprized at this bravado, came on board the yatcht, and expreffed 
his willingnefs .to pay refpetl: to the Britifu flag, according to ancient practice : 
But that a fleet on :their own coafts fhould fl:rike to a lingle veifd, and that not a 
fhip of war, was, he [aid, fuch an innovation, that he durft nor, without,exprefs 
orders, agree to it, The.captain, thinking it dangerous to renew firing in the midft 
of the. Dutch Aeet, continued his vqyage .; and for this negleCt of orders was 
.committed to the Tower. 

Vot.. Vl. E e Tws 
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THis incident however furnifhed Downing with a new article to encreafe thofe 
vain pretences, on which it was propofed to ground the intended quarrel. The 
Engiifh court delayed feveral months before they complained ; left, if they had de
manded fatisfatl:ion more early, the Dutch might have had time to grant it·. Even 
when Downing delivered his memorial, he was bound by his inftructions not to ac-

. cept of any fatisfaction after a certain number of days; a very imperious manner 
of negotiating, and impraCticable in Holland, where the forms of the republic ren
der delays abfolutely unavoidable. An anfwer, however, tho' refuted by Downing,. 
was fent over to London; w.th an ambaffador extraordinary, who had orders to 

ufe every ex?edient, which might give fatisfacrion to the court of England. That 
Court replied, that the anlwer of the Hollanders was dark and obfcure; but they 
would not fpecify the articles or expreffions, which were liable to that objection. 
The Dutch ambalfador defired the Englifh minifl:ry to draw the anfwer in what 
terms they pleafed ;. and he engaged to fign it : The Englifh miniftry replied,.. 
that it was not their bufinefs to draw papers for the Dutch. The ambaffador 
brought them the draught of an article:l and afked them whether it was fatisfactory : 
The Englifh anfwered, that, when he had figned and delivered it, they would tell, 
him their mind concerning it. The Dutchman refolved to. fign it at a venture ;. 
and on his demanding a new conference, an hour was appointed for that purpofe. 
But when he attended, the Englilh refufed to enter upon bufinefs, and told him,, 
-that the feafon for negotiating was now paft t. 

LoNG and frequent prorogations were made of the Parliament; left the Houfes· 
. .fuould declare themlelves with vig9r againft councils, fo oppofite to the inclination
as we1J as interefts of the public. Could we fi.1ppofe, that Charles, in his alli-:ince 
againft Holland, really meant the good. of his people, that meafure muft pafs for 
an extraordinary, nay, a romantic, ftrain of heroifm, which could lead-him-,- in;fpite 
of all difficu:ries, and even in fpite of themfelves, to fetl(, the happinefs.of the na
tion. But every ftep, which he· took in this affair, became a proof to all men of 
penetration, that the prefent war was intended ag1inft the liberties of his own fub
j.ecrs, even more than againft the Dutch themfelves. He now acred in every thing,, 
as if he were already an abfolute Monarch, and was never more to lie under the 
controul of national affemblies. 

TEE long prorogation o:f Parliament, if it freed' the King from their importunate 
advices and remonftrances, was however attended with this inconvenience, that no. 
money could be procured to carry on the military preparations againft Holland. 
Under pretence of maintaining the triple league,. which, at that very time,. he had. 
firmlY. refolv_ed to break, Charles had obtained a large fupply from the Common~ ;; 

t. EngJand's Appeal, p_. z.z. 
but: 
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:but this money was foon · exhauftetl, by debts and expences. France had ftipu· Chap. IIT. 
lated to pay two hundred and forty thoufand pounds the firft year of the war, and 1612· 
the third of that fum every year during the courfe of it; but thefe fupplies were 
·very inconfiderable, compared to the immenfe charge of the Englifh navy. It 
feemed as .yet premature to venture on levying money, without confent of Parlia-
-ment.; fince the power oftaxing themfelves was the privilege, of which the Englith 
were, with reafon, particularly jealous. Some other refource muft be fallen on. 
The .King had declared, that the ftaff of treafurer was ready for any one, that could 
.find an expedient for fupplying the prefent neceffities. Shaftefbury dropped a hint-
to Clifford, which the latter immediately feized, and carried to the King, who 
granted him the promifed .reward, together with a peerage. This expedient was 
·the fhutting up the Exchequer, and retaining all the payments, which lhould be 
·made into it. 

IT had been ufual for the bankers to carry their money to the Exchequer, and zd o(January • 

•to advance it upon the fecurity of the funds, by which they were afterwards repayed, ~:~~equer 
when the money was levied -on the _public. The bankers, hy this traffic, got eight, 
.fometimes~ten, perccent. for fums, which either had been configned to them with-
out intereft, or which they had borrowed at fix per cent : Profits, which they 
-dearly paid for by this egregious breach of public faith. The meafure was fo fud-
denly taken, that none had warning of the danger. A general confufion prevailed 
in the city~ followed by the ruin of many. The bankers ftopped payment; the 
merchants ... could .anfwer no bills-; diftruft took place every where, with a ftagna
tion of commerce, ;by which the public was univerfally affetl:ed. And men, full 
of difmal apprehenfions, afked each other what muft be the fcope of thofe myfte
.rious councils, whence the Parliament and all men of honour were excluded, and 
.which commenced by the forfeiture of public credit, and an open violation of the 
moft folemn engagements, both foreign and domeftic. 

ANOTHER meafure of the Court contains fomething laudable, when corifidered Declaration 

/in itfelf; but if we refleCt on the motive whence it proceeded, as well as the time ofindul:i, r;•;e, 

when it was embraced, it will appear a fl:rong inftance of the arbitrary-and danger-
ous councils, purfued at,prefent by the King and his miniftry. Charles refolved to 
make ufe of his Jupreme power in ecclefiaftical matters-; a power, he faid, which 
·was not only inherent in him, but which :had been;recognized by feveral acts of Par-
liament. By virtue of this authority, he ilfued a proclamation, fufpending the h f 

. ft I . I st o penal laws, enaB:ed agam a! Nonconformtfts or Recufants whatfoever, and grant- :.1arch. 

ing to the proteftant Diffenters the public exercife of their religion, to the Catholics 
the exercife of it in private houfes. A fruitlefs experiment of this kind, op-
pofed by the Parliament and retratl:ed by the King, had already been made a few 

E e 2 years 
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·years after the ref1oration ; but Charles expected that the Parliament, whenever it 
fhould meet, would now be tamed to greater fubmiffion, and would no longer dare 
to controul his meafures. Meanwhile, the Diffenters, the moil: inveterate enemie~ 
to the Court, were mollified by thefe indulgent maxims: And the Catholics,· un
der their !helter, enjoyed more liberty than the laws had hitherto allowed them. 

AT the fame time, the act of navigation was fufpended by royal will and pleafure :
A meafure, which, tho' a fi:retch of prerogative, feemed ufeful to commerce, while 
all the feamen were employed on board the royal navy. A like fufpenfion had 

. been granted, during the time of the firfr Dutch war, and was not much remarked; 
becaufe men had, at that time, entertained lefs jealoufy of the crown. A proclama
tion was alfo iffued, containing very rigorous claufes in favour of preffing :: Ano
ther full of menaces againft thofe who prefumed to fpeak undutiful'ly of his Majefty~s. 
meafures, and even againft thofe who heard fuch difcourfes, unlefs they. informed. 
in due time upon the offenders: Another againft importing or vending any forts of 
painted earthen ware, " except thole of China, upon pain of being grievoufiy fiined 
'·' and fuffering the utmoft punifhment, which might be lawfully inflicted upon con
" temners of his Majefiy's royal authority." A new army had been levied; and 
jr was found, that diftipline could not be enforced without the exercife of martial 
law, which was therefore efiablilhed by order of council,. tho' contrary tGc the peti
tion of right. All thefe acts of power, however little important in themfelves, 
:favoured firongly of arbitrary government, and were nowife fuitable to that legal 
adminiflration,. which the Parliament, after fuch violent convulfions and civiL 
wars, had hoped to have eftablifhed in the kingdom.. 

IT may be worth remarking, that the lord-keeper refufed to affi-x the feal:s to the 
declaration for fufpending the penal laws; and was for that reafon, tho' under other 
pretences, removed from his office. Shaftdbury was made chancellor in his. place;. 
and thus another member of the Cabal received the reward of his councils. 

_".tta.ck of the FoRE IoN tranfaetions kept pace with thefe domef1ic occurrences. An attempt,... 
Sm)rna fleet. before the declaration of war, was made on the Dutch Smyrna fleet by Sir Robert 

Holmes. That fleet confifi::ed of feventy fail, valued at a million and a half; and the 
h,);:es of feizing fo rich a prey had been a great motive of engaging Charles in the 
prefent war, and he had confidered that caF'ture as a principal reffource for fupport
in;;; his miiita'y enterprizes. Holmes, with nine frigates and three yatchts, had or
ders to go in fearch of this fleet; and he paffe_d Sprague in the Channel,. who was 
returning home wit!; a fquadron from a cruize in the Mediterranean. Spr~gt1e in-
formed him of the near approach of the Hollanders;. and had not Holmes, from a. 
de fire of eng rolling all the honour and profit of the enterprize, kept the ltcret of his .. 
orders, the conjunCtion of thefe fqualirons had rendered. the fuccefs infallible ... 

When, 
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'When Holmes .approached the Dutch, he put on an amicable appearance, and in- Chap. III. 
1672. 

vited the admiral, Van Nefs, who commanded the convoy, to come on board of qth of 

him : One of his captains gave a like infirlious invitation to the rear-admiral. But March. 

thefe officers were on their guard. They had received an intimation of the hofille 
intentions of the Englifh, and had already put all the fhips of war and merchant-
men in an excellent pofture of defence. Three times were they valiantly aifailed by 
theEnglifh; and as often did they valiantly defend themfelves. In the third attack, 
one of the Dutch fbips of war was taken; and three or fonr of their moft inconfider-
able merchantmen fell into the enemies hands. The refl:, fighting with great fkill and 
courage, continued their courfe; and, favoured by a mift, got fafe into their own 
harbours. This attempt is denominated perfidious and pyratical by the Dutch 
writers, and even by many of the Englifh. It merits at leaft the appellation of ir-

regular; and as it had been attended with bad fuccefs, it brought double fhame up-
on the contrive.rs. The Englifh miniftry endeavoured to covo.r the aCtion, by pre-
tending_ that it was a cafual rencounter, arifing from the obftinacy of the Dutch, 
who refufed the honours of the flag : But the contrary was fo well known, that 
even Holmes himfelf had not the affurance to perfifl: in this aifeveration. 

'TrLL this incident the States, notwithftanding all the menaces and preparations 
of the Englifh, never believed them to be thoroughly in earneft ; and had always · 
expeCted that the affair would terminate, either in fome demands of money, or in 
fome propofals for the advancement of the Prince of Orange. The French them
felves had made little account of affiftance from England ; and could fcarce be
lieve, that their ambitious projects would, contrary to every maxim of honour 
and poJicy,. be forwarded by that power, which was moil: interefted and moft able 
to oppofe them. But Charles was too far advanced to retreat. He immedi- 17th of 

ately iifued a declaration of war againft the Dutch ; and furely reafons, more falfe ~~~c~~clared 
and frivolous, never were employed to juftify a flagrant violation of treaty. with Holland, 

Some complaints were made of injuries done to the Eaft India Company, which yet 
that coq~pany difavowed =-The detention of fome Englifh in Surinam is mentioned; 
tho' it appears that thefe perfons had voluntarily remained there: The refufal of a 
Dutch fleet on their own coafrs to fi:rike to an Engliih yatcht, is much aggravated: 
And to piece up all thefe pretenfions, fame abufive pictures are mentioned, and 
r.eprefented as a. ground of quarrel. The Dutch were long at a Jofs what to 

make of this article; ti•l at laft it was difcovered, that a portrait of Cornelius de 
Wit, brother to the penfionary, painted by order of fome magiftrates of Dort, and 
hung up in a· chamber of the town-houfe, had given occafion to the complaint. In 
the perfpectiveofthis portrait, the painter had drawn fome fhips on fire in a harbour, 
This was conftrued to be Chatham,, where de Wit had really diftinguiOied himfelf, 

and: 
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:Chap. III. and had acquired great honour ; but little did he imagine, that, while the inft.Ht 
· 167·2 • itfelf had fo long been forgiven, the piCture of it 1hould draw fuch fevere 

vengeance upon his country. The conclufion of this manifefto, where the .King 
ftill grofefred his attachment to the triple alliance,, was of a piece with all the reft 
. of it. 

THE French ·King's declaration of war contained more dignity;, if undifguifed 
.violence and injuftice could merit that appellation. He pretended only, that the 
behaviour of the Hollanders had been.fuch, that it did not confift with his glory any 
longer to bear it. That Monarch's preparations were .in great forwardnefs ; and 
his ambition was flattered with the moH: promifing views of :fuccefs. -Sweden was 

. detached from the triple league: The bHhop of Munfter was engaged by the pay~ 
. ment of fubfidies to .take part with France : The elector of Cologne had entered 
into the fame alliance; and having configned Bonne and other towns into the hands 
of Lewis, magazines were there.ereCl:ed 1 and it wasJrom that quarter, that Franee 
propofed to invade the United .Provinces. The .!tanding .force of that Kingdom 
,amounted to one hundred and eighty thoufand men.; and with more than the half 
.of this great army was the King now approaching to the.DutchJrontiers. The or. 
der, reconomf, induftry of Colbert,Jubfervient equally to the ambition ofthePrince 
and happinefs ofthe people,Jurnifhed unexhaufted treafures: Thefe~ employed by 
the unrelenting .vigilance of Louvois, fupplied every military.preparation, and fa· 
cilitated alLthe enterpriz:es of the army.: Conde, Turenne:, .feconded by Luxem· 
bourg, Crequi, and .the moft renowned generals of the age, .conduCted this army,, 

.. and by their conduce and reputation in(pired courage into every one. The Mo
narch himfelf, furrounded with a gallant nobility, animated his troops, by the pro
fped: of reward, or, what was more valued, by the hopes of his approbation. 
The fatigues of war gave no interruption to gaiety : Its dangers furnifhed matter 
for glory : And in no,_enter.prize did the genius of cthat gallant and ,polite people 
ever break out with more difl:ingui!hed luil:re. 

Tao' de Wit's intelligence in foreign courts was not,equal to the vigilance of 
his domeftic adminifhation, he had, long before, received many furmizes of this 
fatal confederacy; but he prepared not .for defence., fo early or with fuch indufrry, 
as the danger required. An _union of England with France was evidently, he 
faw, deftruct:ive to the interefts of the former kingdom ; and therefore, over-
looking or ignorant of the humours and fecret views c_)f Charles, he concluded it 
impoflible, that fuch pernicious projects could ever really be carried into execu· 
tion. Secure in this fallacious reafoning, he allowed the Republic to remain too 
long in that defencelefs fituation, into which many concurring accidents .had united 
to throw it. 

7 BY 
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Bv a continued and fuccefsful application to commerce, the people were become Chap. lit 
'Very unwarlike, and confided entirely for their defence in that mercenary army, 1~7~ f 
which they maintained. After the treaty of Weftphalia, the States, trufting to ~:~r~~:. 0 

their peace with Spain, and their alliance with France, had broke a great part of 
this army, and did not fupport with fufficie-nt vigilance the difcipline of the troops, 
which remained. When the ariftocratic party prevailed, it was thought prudent 
to difmifs many of the old experienced officers, who were devoted to the houfe of 
Orange: and their place was fupplied by raw youths, the fons or kinfmen of Bur
gomafters, by whofe intereft the party was fupported. Thefe new officers, relying 
on the credit of their friends and family, negletl:ed their military duty; and fome 
of them, it is faid, were even allowed to ferve by deputies, to whom they affigned 
a. fmall part of their pay. During their war with England, all the forces of that 
nation had been difbanded: Lewis's invafion of Flanders, followed by the triple 
league, occafioned the difmiffion of the French regiments: And the place of thefe 
troops, which had ever had a chief fhare in the honour and fortune of all the wars 
in the Low Countries, had not been fupplied by any new levies. 

DEW IT, fenfible of this dangerous fituation, and alarmed by the reports, which, 
. came from all quarters, beftirred himfelf to fupply thofe defetl:s, to which it was 
not eafy of a fudden to provide a fuitable remedy. But every propofal, which he 
eould make, met with oppofition from the Orange party, which was now become 
extremely formidable.. The long and uncontrouled adminiftration of this ftatef
man had begot envy: The prefent incidents rouzed up his enemies and opponents, 
who afcribed to his mifconduet alone the bad fituation of the Commonwealth : 
And above all, the popular affetl:ion to the young Prince, which had fo long been 
held in violent conftraint, and had thence acquired new acceffion of force, began 
to difplay itfelf, and to threaten the Commonwealth with fome great convulfion. 
William the third, Prince of Ovange, was now in the twenty-fecond year of his age, 
and gave ftrong indications of all thofe great qualities, by which his life was 
afterwards fo much diftinguiihed. De Wit himfelf, by giving him an excellent 
education, and inftn.1tl:ing him in all the principles of government and found policy,. 
bad generoufly eontributed to make his rival formidable. Dreading the precarious 
fituation of his own party, he was always refolved, he faid, by conveying to him the 
know lege of affairs, to render the Prince capable of ferving his country, if ever 
any future emergence fuould throw the adminiftration into his hands.- The con
duet of the young Prince had hitherto been extremely laudable. Notwithftandiog .. 
his powerful alliances with England and Brandenburgh, he had expreffed his refo
lution of depending entirely on the States for his advancement; and the whole· 
tenor of his- behavjour fuited extremely the genius of that people. Silent and: 

thoughtful r· 
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thoughtful ; given to hear and to· enquire; of a· found and fteady· und.erftanding.; 
much firmnefs in what he once refolved or once denied; great. application to bufi
nefs, little to pleafure : By thefe virtues,· he engaged the attention of all men. And 
the people, fenfible, that they owed their liberty, and very exiftence, to his family, 
and remembring, that his great uncle, Maurice, had been able,. even. in more early 
youth, to protect them againft the exorbitant power of Spain, ·.were·defirous of 
raifing this .Prince to .all the autherity of his -anceftors, and ·hoped, from his valour 
and conduct alone, to receive protection againfi thofe imminent .dangers, with 
which they were at prefent threatened. 

WHILE thefe two powerful factions firuggled for fuperiority, everyfcheme for de
fence was oppofed, every project retarded. What was determined with difficulty, 
was executed without vigour. Levies· indeed were made, and the army com pleated 
to feventy thQufand men·*: The Prince was appointe-d both general and admiral 
of the Commonwealth, and the whole military power was put into his hands. But 
new troops could not of a-fudden acquire difcipline.and experience: And the par
tizans of the Prince were ftill unfatisfied~ as long as the perpetua/..edift, fo it was 
called, remained in force; by which.he was e:xc!Jlded from the Stadtholderlhip, 
and from alllhare in the civil adminiftration. · 

IT bad always been the maxim of de Wit's party to cultivate naval affairs with 
extreme care, and to give the fleet a vifible .preference above the army, which they 
reprefented as the object of an unreafonable,partiality in the Princeo of. Orange. The 
two violent wars, which had of late been waged with.England, .had exercifed the 
valour, and improved the,:{kill of the failors. And above all, de Ru¥ter, ·the greateft 
fea commander of the age, was.clofely connected with the .Louveftein party.; and 
every one was difpofed, with confidence and alacrity, to obey him. The equip
ment of the fleet was therefore hafi:ened by de Wit; in hopes, that, -by fi:riking 
at firft a fuccefsful blow, he might infpire courage into the difmayed States, and 
fupport his own declining authority. He .feems too, to have been, in a .peculiar 
manner, enraged againft the Englifh; and he refolved to take revenge on them 
for their conduCt, of which, he thought, his country had fuch reafon to complain. 
By the offer of a clofe alliance and confederacy for mutual defence, they had feduced 
the Republic to quit the allianc~ of France; but no fooner had fhe .embraced 
thefe meafures, than they formed leagues for .her defl:ruction;, with that very 
power, which they had treacheroufly engaged her to offend. In the midft of full 
peace, nay, during an intimate union, they had attacked her commerce, the only 
means of her fubfifrence, and moved by Ihameful rapacity, had invaded that 
property, which, relying on their faith, they had hoped to find unprpteel:ed an.d 

* Temple, Vol. i. p. 75• 
defencelefs. 
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· 'defencelefs. ,contrary to their own vifible intereft, as well as to their ho'flour, 
·they frill retained a malignant refentment for her fuccefsful conclufion of the lafl: 
war.; a war, which had, at firft, fprung from their own wanton infolence and 
ambition. To reprefs fo dangerous an enemy, would, de Wit imagined, give a 

,peculiar pleafure, and contribute t<> the future fecurity of his country, whofe 
profperity was fo much the object of general envy. 

AcTUATED by like motives -and views, de Ruyter put to n~a with a formidable 
fleet, confifting of ninety~one lhips of war and.forty-four fire-fhips. Cornelius de 
\Vit was on board, as deputy from the Stdtes. They failed in queft of the Eng

Jifh, who were under the command of the duke of York, and who bad already 
joined the French under Marefchal d'Etrees. The combined fleets lay at Sole-

Chap. llf. 
167z• 

bay in a very negligent pofture; and Sandwich, being an experienced officer, had BattleofSole

given the~ Duke warning ofthe danger; but received, 'tis faid, fuLh an anfwer as bay. 
- · d h , f · , h f . h' l fi 28th of l'day. intimate , t at tnere was more o cautwn t an o courage 1n 1s :;~pp:-e 1en wns. 
Upon the appearance of the enemy, every one ran to his poft with precipitation, 
and many fhips were obliged to cut their cables, in order to be in readinefs. Sand-
wich commanded· the van; and tho' determined to conquer or to perifb, he fo 
tempered his courage with prudence, that the whole fleet was vifibly indebted to 
him for its fafety. He haftened out of the bay, where it had been eafy for de 
~Ruyter with his fire-fbips to· have deftroyed the combined fleets, which were 
crowded together; and by this wife meafure he gave time to the duke of York, 
who commanded the main body, and to Marefchal d'Etrees, admiral of the rear, 
to difengage themfelves. He himfelf meanwhile was engaged in clofe fight with 
the Hollanders; and by prefenting himfelf to every danger, had drawn upon him 
all the braveft of the enemy. He killed Van Ghent, the Dutch admiral, and 
beat off his fhip: He funk another fhip, which ventured to lay him aboard : He 
funk three fire-rnips, which endeavoured to grapple with him: And tho' his vef
fel was torne in pieces with fnot, and of a thoufand men fbe contained, near fix 
hundred were laid dead upon the deck, he continued frill to thunder with all his 
artillery in the midil of the enemy. But another fire-il1ip, more fortunate than 
the preceding, having laid hold of his veffel, her deftruB:ion was now inevitable. 
Warned· by Sir Edward Haddoc, his captain, he refufed to m~ke his efcape, and~ 
bravely embraced death as a fhelter from that ignominy, which a raih expreffiun 
of the duke, he thought, had thrmvn uron him. 

DuRING this fierce engagement with Sandwich, de Ruyter rem2.ined not ina_· 
· tive. He attacked the duke of York, and fought him with fuch fury for ::.b:;rc 
two hours, that of two and thirty actions, in which he had been engaged, he de· 

. dared this combat to be the mofl: obftinately difputed. The Duke's fhi.? was fo fl1.::-
Vo1 .. VI. F f ~ereti, 
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tered, that he was obliged to leave her, and remove his fl~g to another. Ifis 
fquadron was overpowered with numbers ; till Sir J ofeph Jordan, who had fuc
ceeded to Sandwich's command, came to his affifi:ance ; and the fight, being more 
equally ballanced, was continued till night, when the Dutch retired, and were 
not followed by the Engli!h. The Iofs fuftained by the fleets of the two maritime 
powers, was nearly equal ; if it did nor rather fall more heavy on the Engli!h .. 
The French fuffered very little, becaufe they had fcarce been engaged in the
aCtion ; and as this backwardnefs is not their national charaCter, it was concluded, 
that they had received orders to fpare their fhips, while the Dutch and Englifh 
fuould weaken themfelves by their mutual animoGty. Almoft all the other aetiuns 
during the prefent war tended to confirm this fufpicion. 

1 T brought great honour to the Dutch to have fought with [orne advantage the 
combined fleets of two fuch powerful nations ; but nothing Jefs than a compleat 
viB.ory could ferve the purpofe of de Wit, or fave his country from thofe calami--

. ties, which from every quarter threatened to overwhelm her. He had expeCted, 
that the French would make their attack on the fide of Maeftricht, which was well 
fortified and provided of a good garrifon; but Lewis, taking advantage of his al
liance with Cologne, refolved to invade the enemy from that quarter, which he 
knew to be more feeble and defencelefs. The armies of that EleCtor and thole of 
Munfter appeared on the other fide of the Rhine, and divided the force and atten
tion of the States. The Dutch troops, too wea-k to defend fo extenfive a frontier, 
were fcattered into fo many towps, that no confiderable body remained in the field; 
and a {hong garifon was hardly to be found in any fortrefs. Lewis paffed the 

J th of May. Meufe at Vifet; and laying fiege to Orfoi, a town of the Elector of Branden· 
f burgh, but garrifoneJ by the Dutch, he carried it in three days. He divided 

;~~~:;~~c~~ his army, and invefted at once Burik, Wefel, Emerik, and Rhimberg, four· 
places regularly fortified, and not unprovided of troops:· In a few days, all thefe 
places were fur<tndaed. .A general aftonitbment had feized the Hollanders, from 
rhe combination of fuch powerful Princes againft the Republic; and no where 
was refifl:ance made, fuitable to the antient glory or prefent greatnefs of the State. 
Govemors without experience commanded troops without difcipline; and defpair, 
had univerfally extinguifhed that fenfe of honour, by which alone men, in fuch, 
dangerous extremities, can be animated to a valorous defence. 

zcl cf]une. LEWIS· advanced to the banks of the Rhine,. which he prepared to pafs. To· 
all the other calamities of the Dutch was added the extreme drought of the feafon,, 
by which the greateft rivers were much dimini!hed, and in fome places rendered 
fordable. The French cavalry, animated by the prefence of their~ Prince, full of 
imretuous courage, but ranged in exaCt: order, flung themfelves into the river~; 

The 



7fhe infantry paffed in boats : A few regiments of Dutch appeared on the other 
··fide, who were unable to make' refiftance. And thus was executed without dan
ger, but not without glory, the paffage of the Rhine; fo much celebrated, at 

·that time, by the flattery of French courtiers, and tranfmitted to pofterity by the 
more durable flattery of their poets. 

EAcH fuccefs .added courage to the conquerors, ·and frruck the vanqui!hed with 
'difmay. The Prince of Orange, tho' prudent beyond his age, was but newly ad-
vanced to the command, unacquainted with the army, unknown to them; and all 

'men, by reafon of the violent factions which prevailed, were uncertain of the au
'thority on which they muft depend. ·It was expected, that the fort of Skink, fo 
-famous for the fieges, which it had formerly fuftained, would make fome refift. 
ance; but it yielded to Turenne in a few days. The fame general made himfelf 
rnafter of Arnheim, ·;Knotzembourg, and Nimeguen, ·as foon as he appeared be-

,fore them. Doefbourg at the fame time opened its gates to Lewis : Soon after, 
Harderwic, Amersfort, Campen, Rhenen, 'Viane, Elberg, ~Zwol, Cuilemberg, 
W ageninguen, Lochem, Woerden fell into the· enemies hands. Groll and De-

· venter furrendered to the 'Marefchal-Luxembourg, ·who commanded the troops of 
Munfter. And every hour brought to the States news of the-rapid progrefs of the 

:French, and of the cowardly defence of their own garrifons. 

THE Prince of Orange, with his fmaii and difcouraged army, retired into the 
:province of Holland ; where he expetl:ed, from the natural ftrength of the coun
try, fince ail human art and courage failed, to be able to make fome refifl:ance. 
:Yhe town and .. province of Utrecht fent deputations, and furrendered themfelves 
to Lewis. Naerdea, a place within three leagues of A mfterdam, was feized by 

'the marquefs of R(')chefort,; and had he pufhed on to Muyden, he had eafily got 
poifeffion of it. Fourteen £hagglers of his army having appeared before the gates 

'Of that town, the magiftnttes fent them the keys; but a fervant maid, who was 
alone in the caftle, having raifed the drawbridge, kept them from taking poffef
flon of that fortrefs. :fhe maglfl:rates afterwards, finding the party fo we,;k, 
made them drunk, and took the keys'from them. Muyden is fo near Amfter
dam, that its cannon may infeft the fhips, which enter that city. 

Chap. Ill. 
16yz. 

LEwis with -a fplendid court mad~ a folemn entry into Utrecht, full of glorv, Z)th of Ju-::
becaufe every where attended with fucce[<;; tho' more owing to the cowardice and 
mifcondut1 of his enemies, than to his own valour or prudence. Three provinces 
·were already in his hands, Guelderland, Overyffel, and 'Utrecht; Groninghen 
was threatened,; Friezeland lay expofed: The only difficulty lay in Holland and 
Zealand ; and the Monarch deliberated ccnc, rning the.proper tneafures for reducing 
them. Conde and Turenne eKhorted him to difmantle all 'the towns, which he 

F f 2 had 
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Chap. III. ·had taken, except a few; and fortifying his main army by the garrifons, put bim-
1672· fdf in a condition of pufuing his conquefts. Louvois, hoping that the other pro~ 

vince·s, weak and difmayed, would prove an eafy prey, advifed him to keep pof
feffion of places, which might afterwards ferve to retain the people in fubjeetion. 
His council was followed; tho' it was found Joon after to have been the moft im
politic. 

Confternation ME ANWI'IILE the people, throughout all the Republic, infread of collecting a 
oftheDutch. bl . d' . . ft h h h d'r:h d h. l . no em 1gnation agam t e aug, ty conqueror, 11c arge t e1r rage upon t 1e1r 

own unhappy minifter, on whofe prudence and integrity every one tormerly be
flowed the merited applaufe. The bad condition of the armies was laid to his 
charge : The ill choice of governors was afcribed to his partiality :- As infrances 
of cowardice multiplied, treachery was fufpetl:ed ; and his former connetlions 
with France being remembered, the populace believed, that he and his partizans 
had now combined to betray them to their moft mortal enemy. The Prince of 
Orange, notwithftanding his youth and inexperience, was looked on as the only 
faviour of the State; and men were violently drove by their fears into his party, 
to which they had always been led by favour and inclination. 

THE town of Amfterdam alone feemed to retain fame courage; and by formi::tg. 
a regular plan of defence, endeavoured to infufe fpirit into the other cities. The 
magiftrates obliged the burgeifes to keep a fl:riB: watch : The populace, whom want. 
of employment might engage to· mutiny, were maintained by regular pay, aad 
armed for the defence of the public. Some fhips, which lay ufelefs.in the har-. 
bour, were refitred, and ftationed to guard the city : And the fl.uices being open
ed, the neighbouring country, without regnd to the great damage fuftained, .. 
was laid under water. All the province followed this example, and fcrupled not 
in this extremity to reftore to the fea thofe fertile fields, which with infinite art 
and expence had been won from it. 

THE States of Holland met to confic!er, whether any means were left to fave 
the remains of their lately flourifhing, and now diflrdfed Commonwealth. Tho9

' 

they were furrounded with waters, which barred all accefs-to the enemy, their de
liberations were not conducted with that tranquillity, which could alone fuggeft· 
meafures, proper to extricate them from their prefent difficulties. ~fhe nobles gave 
their vote, that, provided their religion, liberty, and fovereignty could be faved,, 
every thing elfe fhould without fcruple be facrificed to the conqueror. Eleven 
towns concurred in the fame fentiments. Amfl:erdam fingly declared againft alL 
treaty with info lent and triumphant enemies: But notwithftanding that oppofition, 
ambaffadors were difpatched to implore the pity of the two combined Monarchs •. 
lt v.1.a.s refolved to facrifice to Lewis Maeftricht and all the frontier towns," whkh. 

lay,. 
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' ray without the bounds of the feven provinces ; and to pay him a large fum for Chap. HI. 
the charges of the war. 167 z. 

LEWIS deliberated with his minifl:ers Louvois and Pomponne, concerning the 
meafures, which he fhould embrace in the prefent emergence; and fortunately for 
Europe, he ftill preferred the violent councils of the former. He offered to eva
cuate his conguefts on condition, that all duties lately impofed on the commodities 
of France fhould be taken off; that the public exercife of the Romifh religion 
fhould be permitted ; the churches fhared with the Catholics, and their priefts 
maintained by appointments from the States; that all the frontier towns of the Re
public fhould be refigned to him, together with Nimeguen, Skink, Knotzembourg, 
and that part of Guelderland which lay on the other fide of the Rhine; as likewife 
the i!1e of Bommel, that of Voorn, the forrrefs of St. Andrew, that of Louve
ftein and Crevecceur; that they fhould pay him the fum of twenty millions of livres 
for the charges of the war; that they fhould every year fend him a folemn embaffy, 
and prefent him with a golden medal, as an acknowlegement, that they owed to 
him the prefervation of that liberty, which by the affifiance of his predeceffors they 
had been able to acquire; and that they fhould give entire fatisfaction to the King 
of England : And he allowed them but ten days for the acceptance of thefe ex. 
orbitant demands. 

THE ambaffadors, who came to London, met with frill worfe reception: No. 
minifter was allowed to treat with them ; and they were retained in a kind of 
confinement. But notwithftanding this rigorous conduct of the Court, the pre
fence of the Dutch ambaffadors excited the fentiments of tender compallion, and 
even indignation among the people in general, but efpecially among thofe who 
could'forefee the aim and refult ofthofe dangerous councils. The two mofi power
ful Monarchs, they faid, in EuroFe, the one by land, the other by fea, have, 
contrary to the faith of folemn treaties, combined to exterminate an illufl:rious 
Republic: What a difmal profpect does their fuccefs afford to the neighbours of 
the one, and to the fubjeCl:s of the other? Charles had formed the triple league, 
in order to reftrain the exorbitant power of France: A fure proof, that he doc-s 
not now err from ignorance. He had courted and obtained the applaufes of his 
people by that wife meafure: As he now adopts contrary councils, he mufl: furely 
expect by their means to render himfelf independant of his people, whofe fenti
ments are become fo indifferent to him. During the moft entire fubn:ifEor. c.f 
the nation, and moft dutiful behaviour of the Parliament, dang rous prr;jcc':i:s

3 

without provocation, are formed to reduce them to fubjeetion, and ,l(J tlv:· ~(_:n:i~u1 

intereits of the people are facrificed, in order the more furely to bere:i>t: r:_.;r,1 c1f 

their domeftic liberties, Left any infiance of freedom fhould remain wi:h~n th.ii 
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Chap. HI. view, the United Provinces, the real barrier of England, muft be abandoned· to 
· 167z. ·the moft dangerous enemy of England; and by an univerfal combination of tyranny 

againft laws and liberty, all mankind, who have retained, in any degree, theii." 
precious, tho' hitherto precarious, birthrights, are for ever. to, fubmit to fiavery 
and injuftice. . 

THo' the fear of giving offence to his confederate had el'lgaged Charles to treat 
. the Dutch ambaffadors with fuch rigaur, he was not altogether without uneafinefs, 
on account of the rapid .and unexpeCted progrefs of the French arms. Were Hol
land entirely conquered, its whole commerce and naval force, he faw, muft be
come an acceffion to France; the Spanifh Low Countries mufi: foon follow; and 
Lewis, now independant of his ally, would no longer think it his intereft to fup
port him againfi: his difcontented fubjeB:s. Charles, tho' he. never ftretched his at-
ttmtion to very diftant confequences, could nor: but .forefee thefe obvious eventS·) 
and tho' incapable of envy or jealoufy, he was touched with anxiety when he found 
every thing yield to the French arms, while fuch vigorous refifi:ance was made to 

his own. He foon difmiifed the Dutch ambaifadors, left they fhould cabal among 
his fubjects, who bore them great favour: But he fent over Buckingham and Ar
lington, and foon after lord Halifax, to negotiate anew with the ·French Kiqg, in 
the prefent profperous fituation of that Monarch's affairs. 

THESE minifters paffed rhro' Holland; and as they were ·fuppofed ·to bring 
peace to the diftreft Republic, they were received every where with the loudeft ac
clamations. " God b!efs the King of England·! God b~efs the Pr<ince of Orange'! 
" ConfuGon to the States!" This was every where the cry of.the populace. The 
ambaiTadors had feveral conferences with the States and the Prince ofOrange; but 
made no reafonable advances towards an accommodation. They went to Utrecht, 
where they renewed the league with Lewis, and agreed, that neither of the Kings 
fhould ever make 7peace with .Holland bur by common confent. They next gave in 
their prttenfions, of which the following are the principal articles; that the Dutch 
.fhould give up the honour of the flag without the leaft rererve or limitation, nor 
1hould whole fltets, even on the coaft of Holland, refufe to ftrike and lower their 
topfails to the fmallefr fhip, carrying the Britii11 flJg; that all perfons, guilty of 
treafon againft the King or writing fedirious libels, H10uld on complaint be ba
nifhed for ever the dominions of the States; that the Dutch ihoulcl pav the .King a 
million fterling tow.m.is the charges of the war, together with ten thoufand pounds a 
year for permiffion to fifh on the Bririfh feas; that they fuould fhare the Indian 
tr.1de with the Englifb; that the Prince of Orange and his cie(cendants fhould enjoy 
the fovereignty of the United Provinces; at leaft that they fhould be in veiled with 
the dignities of Stadtholder, Admiral, and General, in as ample a manner as had 

ever 
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ever Been enjoyed by any of his ancefl:ors; and that the if1e of Walcheren, the Chap. III. 

eity and cafl:le of Sluis, together with the ifles of Cadfant, Goree, and Vorne, 1672. 

fhould be put into the King's hands, as a fecurity for the performance of articles, 
It is moll: confifl:ent with candour and reafon to fuppofe, that Charles had not, in 
his alliance with France, propofed the utter deftruction of the United Provinces; 
fince fuch a !cheme is fcarce compat:ble with the project of employing the French 
power for extending his authority at home: But as the unexpeCted progrefs· of 
Lewis's arms had reduced the Hollanders to the laft extremity, the King was de-
firous of acquiring a confiderable !hare of that rich booty, which fortune had 
thrown into their hands. 

THE. terms pr~.pofed by Lewis bereaved the Repub~ic of all fecurity againft any 
land invauon from France : Thofe demanded by Charles expofed them equally to 
an invafion by fea from England: And when both were joined, they appeared 
abfolutely intolerable, and reduced the Hollanders, who faw no means of defence, 
to the utmoft defpair. What extremely augmented their diftrefs, were the violenr
fuctions, with which they continued to be every where agitated. De Wit, too 
pertinacious in defence of his own fyftem of liberty, while the very being of the 
Commonwealth was threatened, frill perfevered in oppofing the repeal of the per
petual ediEt, now become the object of horror to the Dutch populace. Their rage 
at !aft broke all bounds, and bore every thing before it. They rofe in an infurrec- h f 

1
. 30t o une •. 

tion at Dart, and by force conftrained their bur go- mafiers to fign the repeal, fo · 
much demanded. This proved a fignal of a general revolt throughout all the 
provinces. At Amfterdam, the Hague, Middlebourg, Rotterdam, the peopk 
flew to arms, and trampling under foot the authority of their magifirates, oblig- Prince of 

ed them to fubmit to the Prince of Orange. They expelled from their office fuch ~~~~~;. Stad-

as difpleafed them:. They required the Prince to appoint others in their place: 
And agreeable to the proceedings of the populace in all ages, p:ovided they might 
wreak their vengeance on their fuperiors, they exprdfed a great indifference for 
the protectlon of their civil liberties. 

THE fuperior talents and virtues of de Wit made him, on this occaGon, the 
chief objeCt of general envy, and expofed him to the utmoft rage of popuL1r pre
judices. Four affaffins, aCl:uateci by no other motive than miftaken zeal, had af
faulted him in the ftreets ; and after giving him many wounds, had left him for 
dead. One of them was punillied : The others were never quefl:ioned for their
crime. His brother Cornelius, who had behaved with great prudence and cour
age on board the fleet, was obliged by ficknefs to come afhore, and he was now 
confined to his houfe at Dart. Some affaffins broke in upon him ; and it was 
with die utmoll difficulty that his family and ftrvants cou!d.re?ell th~ir violence. 

At 
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At Amfterdam, the houfe of the brave de Ruyter, the fole reffource of the dif
. treft Commonwealth, was furroundcd by the enraged populace,. and his w.ife,and 
. children were. for fame time expofed to the moir imminent danger. 

ONE Tichelaer, a barber, a man noted for infamy, accufed Cornelius de Wit 
of endeavouring by bribes to engage him in the defign of poifoning the Prince of 
Orange. The accufation, tho' .attended with the moft improbable and even abfurd 
. circumftances, was greedily received by the credulous multitude; and Cornelius 
was cited before a court of judicature. The judges, either blinded by the fame pre
judices, or not daring to oppofe the popular torrent. condemned him to fuffer the 
quefrion. This man, who had bravely ferved his country in war, and who had been 

. invefted with the higheft dignities, was delivered into the hands of the executioner, 
and torne in pieces by the moft inhuman torments. Amidft the fevere agonies~ 
which he endured, he frill made protefiations of his innocence; and frequently re
peated an ode of Horace, which contained fentiments, fuiced. to his deplorable con
dition. 

'Juflum & tenace.m propojiti virum, &c.* 
THE judges, however, condemned. him to lofe his offices, and to be banifhed 

the Commonwealth. The penfionary, who had not been terrified from perform
ing the part of a kind brother and faithful friend during this profecution, refolved 
not to defert him on account of the unmerited infamy, which was endeavoured to be 

*" Which may be thus tran:llated. 
The man, whofe mind on virtue bent, 
Purfues fome greatly good int~nt, 

With undivcrtcd ~im, 
Serene beholds the ar1gty <:rowd; 
Nor can their clamours, fierce and loud, 

His f!:ubborn honour tame. 

Not the proud tyrant's fierce!l: threat, 
Nor ftorms, th 1t from their dark retreat 

The law!e(s furges wake, 
Nor Jove's dread bolt that fhakes the -pole, 
The firmer purpofe of his foul 

With all its power can ibd:;e. 

Shou'd Nature's frame in ru:ns fa!;, 
And chaos o'er the ilnking biill 

Reft::-.Je prima-val fi,: ... y, 
l-Ls courage cbu.nc~ and Lcte ddieE, 
Nor fr.:els t::e wruk of earth and ib':a 

Obfh/1; its de!lin'd way. 

This tranfltition wac; c .. ~ccl2t'2 :, at the c;uth('r~~ d~(n·:, L/ his-friei1dJ I;1r. tJ~~d:1ock,.v./}1<{c elcgaflt 

collecti 'n of poems w:ts b.s1y puL:iflicd by- Mr- :0 d!1ey. T:!e poems He worthy of atLnti• non ac
count of their own mer it, but m--Y ou regarded ,,, very extraordin 1ry, \',hen \1 e C0!1fid.:r 11 Lat force 
of imagination is there difplayed by an ;:uchor born blind. 

thrown 
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·thrown upon him. He came to his brother~s prifon, determined to accompany Chao. III. 

him to the place of his exile. The fignal was given to the populace. They rofe M 1,672
• f 

• auacre o 
in arms: They broke· open the doors of the pnfon ; they pulled out the two the De Wits, 

brothers; and a thoufand hands vied with each other, who lhould firft be embrued 
in their blood. Even their death did not fatiate the brutal rage of the multitude. 
They exercifed on the dead bodies of thofe virtuous citizens, indignities roo fhod:-
ing to be recited; and till tired with their own fury, it was not permitted the friends 
Gf the deceafed to ~pproach, or to beflow on them the honours of a funeral, filent 
and unattended. 

THE ma,ffacre of the de Wits put an end for the time to the·.remains of their 
party ; and all men, from fear, inclination, or prudence, concurred in exprelling 
the moft implicite obedience to the Prince of Orange. The RelJublic, tho' half 
fubdued by foreign force, and as yet difmayed by its misfortunes, was firmly 
united under one leader, and began to collect the remains of its antient vigour. 
William, worthy of that heroic family from which he fprung, adopted fenti-. Good condua 

ments becoming the head of a brave and a .free people. He bent all his efforts ofthePrince. 

againft the public enemy : He fought not ·againft his country any advantages, 
which might be dangerous to civil liberty. Thofe intolerable conditions, de-
manded by their infolent enemies, he exhorted the States to rejeCt with fcorn ; and 
by his advke they put an end to negotiations, which ferved only to break the 
courage of their fellow citizens, and delay the affiftance of their allies. He lhowed 
them, that the numbers and riches of the people, aided by the advantages of na-
ture, would fl:ill be fufficient, .if they abandoned·notthemfelves to defpair, to refift, 
at leaf!: retard, the progrefs of their enemies, and preferve the-remaining provinces, 
till the other nations of Europe, fenfible of the common danger, could come to 
their relief. He r~prefented, that as envy of their opulence and liberty had pro-
duced this mighty combination againft them, they would in vain expeCt by con. 
ceffions to fatisfy foes, whofe pretenfions were as little bounded by moderation as 
by juftice. He exhorted them to remember the generous valour of their anceftors, 
who, yet in the infancy of their State, preferred liberty to every human confide-
ration, and rouzing their fpirits to an obftinate defence, repelled all the power, 
riches, and military difcipline of Spain. And he profeffed himfelf willing to tread 
in the fteps,of his \lluftrious predeceifors, and hoped, that as they had honoured 
him with the fame affeCtion which their anceftors payed the former Princes of 
Orange, they would fecond his efforts with the fame conftancy and manly for-
,titude. 

THE fpirit of the young Prince infufed itfelf into all his hearers. Thofe who 
,lately entertained thoughts of yielding their necks to fubjeCtion were now bravely 

VoL. VI. G ~ deter-
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determined to refill: the haughty viCtor, and to defend thofe !all: remains of their 
native foil, of which neither the irruptions of Lewis nor the inundation of waters 
had as yet bereaved them. Should even the ground fail them on which they might 
combat, they were frill refolved not to yield the generous ftrife; but flying to their 
fettlements in the Indies, ereCt a new empire in thofe remote regions, and preferve 
alive, even in the climates of £lavery, that liberty, of which Europe was become 
unworthy. Already they concerted meafures for executing this extraordinary re
folution; and found, that the veffels, contained in their harbours, could tranfport 
above two hundred thoufand inhabitants to the Eaft Indies. 

THE combined Princes, finding at laft fome appearance of oppofition, bent all 
their efforts to feduce the Prince of Orange, on whofe valour and conduct the 
fate of the Commonwealth entirely depended. The fovereignty of the province 
of Holland was offered him ; and the proteCtion of England and France, to infure 
him, as well againft the invafion of foreign enemies, as the infurreCl:ion of his fub
jeB:s. All propofals were generoufly rejected ; and the Prince declared his refo
Jmion to retire into Germany, and to pafs his life in hunting on his lands there, 
rather than abandon the liberty of his country, or betray the truft repofed in him. 
When Buckingham urged the inevitable deftruttion, which hung over the United 
Provinces, and afked him, whether he did not fee, that the Commonwealth was 
ruined ; '!'here is one certain means, replied the Prince, by which I can be fecure ne
·ver to fee my country's ruin : I will die in the lafl ditch. 

THE people in Holland had been much incited to efpoufe the Princes party, by 
the hopes, that the King of England, pleafed with his nephew's advancement, 
would abandon thofe dangerous engagements, into which he had entered, and 
would afford his proteCtion to the diftreffed· Republic. But all thefe hopes were 
foon found to be fallacious. Charles ftill perfifted in his alliance with France; and 
the combined fleets approached the coaft of Holland, with an Englifh army on 
board, commanded by Count Schomberg. It is pretended, that· an unufual tyde 
carried them off the coaft, and that Providence thus interpofed in an extraordinary 
manner to fave the Republic, from the imminent danger, to which it was expofed. 
Very tempefluous weather, it is certain, prevailed all the reft pf the feafon ; and 
the combined fleets either were blown to a diftance, or dared not to approach a 
.fhore, which might prove fatal to them. Lewis, finding that his enemies gathered 
courage behind their inundations, and that no farther progrefs,was likely for the 
prefent to attend his arms, had retired to Verfailles. 

THE other nations of Europe regarded the fubjeCl:ion of Holland as the fore
runner of their own fiavery, and retained no hopes of defending themfelves, fhould 
fuch a mighty acceffion be nude to the already exorbitant power of France. The 

Emperor, 
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Emperor, tho' he lay at a diftance, and was naturally flow in his undertakings, be- Chap. III. 

gan to put himfelf in motion ; Brandenburgh fhewed a difpofition to take party 167 2
• 

with the States; Spain had fent fome forces to their affifi:ance ; and by the prefent 
efforts of the Prince of Orange and the profpetl: of relief from their allies, a different 
face of affairs began already to appear. Groninghen was the firft place which ftop-
ped the progrefs of the enemy : The bifhop of Munfter was repulfed from that town, 
and obliged to raife the fiege with lofs and difhonour. Naerden was attempted by 
the Prince of Orange; but Marefchal Luxembourg, breaking in upon his entrench-
ments with a fudden irruption, obliged him to abandon the enterprize. 

THERE was no ally on whom the Dutch more relied for affiftance than the Par- 16
73

. 

Iiament of England, which the King's neceffities at laft obliged him to aifemble. 4th of Febru~ 

The eyes of all men, both abroad and at home, were fixed on this feffion, which ~~~rliament. 
met after prorogations continued for near two years. It was evident how much 
the King dreaded the affembling his Parliament; and the difcontents univerfally 
excited by the bold meafures entered into both in foreign and domefric adminiftra-
tion, had given but too juft foundation for his apprehenfions. 

THE King, however, in his fpeech, addreifed them with all the appearance of 
cordiality and confidence. He faid, that he would have affembled them fooner, 
had he not been defirous to allow them leizure for attending their private affairs, 
as well as to give his people refpite from taxes and impofitions : That fince their 
laft meeting, he had been forced into a war, not only juft but neceifary, neceffary 
both for the honour and intereft of the nation : That in order to have peace at home 
while he had war abroad, he had ilfued his declaration of indulgence to diffenters, 
and had found many good effeCts to refult from that meafure : That he heard of 
fame exceptions which had been taken to this exercife of power; but he would tell 
them plainly, that he was refolved to frick to his declaration ; and would be much 
offended at any contradiction: And that tho' a rumour had been fpread, as if the 
new levied army had been intended to controul law and property, he regaraed that 
jealoufy as fo frivolous, that he was refolved to augment his forces next fpring; 
and did not doubt but they would confider the neceflity of them in their fupplies. 
The reft of the bufinefs he left to the chancellor. 

THE chancellor enlarged on the fame topics, and added many extraordinary 
poGtions of his own. He told them, that the Hollanders were the common en·e
rnies of all monarchies, efpecially that of England, thtir only comt:etitor for com
merce and naval power, and the fole obftaclc to their views of an univerfa! empire 
as extenflve as that of ancient Rome: That even during their prelent diftref., and 
danger, they were fo intoxicated with thele ambitious projetl:s, as to fJighr all 
treaty, nay to refLJfe all ceffation of hofiilities: That th..: King, in eAterir.g on this 

G g 2 war, 
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war, did no more than. profecute thofe maxims, which bad engaged the Parliament 
to advife and approve of the }aft; and he might therefore fafely fay, that it was their 
war: That the States being the eternal enemies of England, both by interefl: and 
inclination, the Parliament had wifely judged it neceffary to extirpate them, and had 
laid it down as an eternal maxim, that delenda efl Carthago, this hofi:ile government 
by all means is to be fubverted : And that tho' the Dmch pretended to have affu
rarices, that the Parliament would furnifh no fupplies to the King, he was confi
dent, that this hope, in which they extremely trufted, would foon fail them. 

BEFoRE the Commons entred upon bufinefs, there lay before them an affair' 
which difcovered, beyond a poffibility of doubt, the arbitrary projects of the King;. 
and the meafures, taken upon it, proved, that the houfe was not at prefent in a 
difpofition to fubmit to them. It had been the confi:ant undifputed praCl:ice, ever 
tince the Par}i,lment in 1604, for the houfe, in cafe of any vacancy, to iffue out 
·writs for new eltCl:ions; and the chancellor, who, before that time, had had fame 
precedents in his favour, had ever afterwards abfi:ained from all exercife of that 
authority. This indeed was one of the firfi: fi:eps, which the Commons bad taken 
in efi:ablifhing and guarding their privileges; and nothing could be more requifite 
than this precaution, in order to prevent the clandefi:ine iffuing of writs, and to 
c:nfure a fair and free eleCl:ion. No one but fo defperate a minifi:er as Shaftefbury, 
who had entered into a regular plan for reducing the people to fubjeCl:ion, could 
have entertained thoughts of breaking in upon a praCl:ice fo reafonable and fo well 
cftablilhed, or could have hoped to fucceed in fo bold an enterprize. Several 
members had taken their feats upon irregular writs iffued by the chancellor; but 
the houfe was no fooner affembled, and the fpeaker placed in his chair, ihan a 
motion was made againfi: them; and the members themfelves had the modefi:y to 
withdraw. Their eleCl:ion was declared null;. and new writs, in the ufual form, 
were iffued by the fpeaker. 

THE next fi:ep taken by the Commons had the appearance of fome more com
p1aifance; but in reality proceeded from the fame fpirit ofliberty and independence. 
They refolved, in order to fupply his Majefty's extraordinary occafions, for that 
was the expreilion they ufed, to grant eighteen months affeffment, at the rate of 
7o,ooo pounds a month, amounting in the whole to 1.,26o,ooo pounds. Tho' 
unwiiling to come to a violent breach with the King, they would not exprefs the
leafi: approbation of the war; and they gave him the profpeCl: of this fupply, only 
that they might have permiilion to proceed peaceably in the redrefs of fome other
grievances, of which they had fuch reafon to complain. 

No grievance was more alarming, both on account of the fee ret views fro~ 
which it proceeded, and th~ confequences which might attend it, than the decla

ration, 
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·ratiom ofindulgence. A remonftrance was immediately formed againft that exer- Chap. III. 
€ife of prerogative. The King defended his meafure. The Commons perfifted 16

73· 

ifl their oppofition to it; and they reprefented, that fuch a practice, if admitted, 
mi-ght tend to interrupt the free courfe of the laws, and alter tpe legiOative power, 
which had always been acknowleged to re!ide in ·the King and the two houfes• 
All the world was in expeCtation, -with regard to the iffue of this extraordinary af-
fair. The King feemed engaged in honour to fupport his meafure; and in order 
t:o obviate all oppofition, he had pofitively declared, that he would fupport it. 
The Commons were obliged to perfevere, not only becaufe it was difhonourable, 
to be.foiled, where they could plead fuch ftrong reafons, but alfo becaufe, if the 
King prevailed in his pretenfions, an end feemed to be put to all the legal limi-
tations of the confiitution. · 

IT is evident, that the King was now come to that delicate crifis, which he ought 
at firft to have forefeen, when he embraced thofe defperate councils ; and his re
folutions, in fuch an event, ought long ago to have been entirely fixed and deter
mined~ Befides his ufual guards, he had an army encamped at Blackheath under 
the command of marefchal Schomberg, a foreigner; and many of the officers were 
of the Catholic religion.. His ally, the French King, he might expeCt, would fe
<::ond him, if violence became requifite for reftraining his difcontented fubjeEts_, 
and fupporting the meafures, which by common confent they had agreed to pur
fue. But Charles was ftartled, when he approached fo dangerous a precipice, as 
that which Jay before him. Were violence once offered, there could be no re
turn, he faw, of mutual confidence and truft with his people; the perils attending 
foreign fuccours, efpecially from fo mighty a prince, were fuffi.ciently apparent; 
and the fuccefs whkh his own arms had met with in the war was not fo a-rear, as 

• D 

to encreafe his authority, or terrify the malecontents from oppofition. The defire 
of power likewife, which had engaged Charles in thefe precipitant meafures, had 
lefs proceeded, we may obferve, from ambition than fro~n love of eafe.. Strict ii-· 
mitations of the conftitution rendered the .government complicated and trouble
fame; and it was impoffible for him, without much contrivance .and intrigue, t(} 

procure the money neceffary for his pleafures, or even for the regular fupportof 
the government .. When the profpeEt~ therefore, of fuch dangerous oppofltion pre-: 
fen ted itfelf, the fame love of eafe inclined him to retra.Cl: what it feemed fo difficult 
t-o maintain ; and his turn of mind, naturally pliant and carelefs, made him t1;1d 
little objeCtion to a meafure, which a more haughty prince would have embr1 cec1 
with the utmoft reluCtance. That he might yield with the better grace, l~c a f}:~ c1 
the opinion of the Haufe of Peers, who ad vi fed him to comp1y with the C ;:olm:.:n:., 

And accordingly the King fent for the declaration, and with his own :; broh·.e Dc:c!ar.'}.ti n 

the feals •. TheCommonsexpreifed the utmoftfatisfaction with tLl3 me,1Ci. 1:):::, ~,, 1 .: ofinJute,~~ 
' ;-ec~l ~ 1 ,.,: •. :: 

)1'\:;: 
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the moil: entire duty to his Majefty. The King affured them, that he would 
willingly pafs any law, offered him, which might tend to give them fatisfaction in 
all their juft grievances. 

SHAFTESBURY, when he faw the King recede at once from fo capital a point, 
which he had publicly declared his refolution to maintain, concluded, that all the 
fchemes for enlarging royal authority were vani!hed, and that Charles was utterly 
incapable of purfuing fuch difficult and fuch dangerous meafures. The Parliament, 
he forefaw, might pufh their enquiries into thofe councils, which were fo generally 
odious ; and the King, from the fame facility of difpofition, might abandon his 
minifters to their vengeance. He was refolved, therefore, to make his peace in 
time with that party, which was likely to predominate; and to attone for all his 
violences in favour of monarchy, by like violences in oppofition to it. Never turn 
was more fudden, or lefs calcHlated to fave appearances. Immediately he entered 
into all the cabals of the country party; and difcovered to them, perhaps magni
fied, the arbitrary councils- of the court, in which he himfdf had- borne fo deep a 
ihare. He was received with open arms by that party, who ftood in need of fo 
able a leader; and no queftions were afked with regard to his late apofl:acy. The 
various fatl:ions, into which the nation had been divided, and the many fudden revo
lutions to which the public had been expofed, had tended much to debauch the minds 
of men, and to deftroy the fenfe of honour and decorum in their public conduct. 

BuT the Parliament, tho' fatisfied with the King's compliance, had not loft 
all thofe apprehenfions, to which the meafures of the court had given fo much 
foundation. A law palfed for impofing a tefl on all who !hould enjoy any public 
office. Be fides taking the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and receiving the 
facrament in the eftabli!hed church ; they were obliged to abjure all belief in the 
dot1rine of tranfubftantiation. As the Di'ffenters had feconded the efforts of the 
Commons againft the King's declaration of indulgence, and feemed refolute to ·ac
cept of no tole1 ation in an illegal manner, they had acquired great favour with the 
Parliament, and a project was adopted to unite the whole Protefrant intereft againft 
the common er.emy, who now began to appear formidable. A bill paffed the 
Commons for the eafe and relief of the Protefl:ant nonconformins; but met with 
fome ddncultit s, at leaft delays, in the Houfe of Peers. 

THE refolution for fupply was carried into a law; as a recompence to the King 
for his concemons. A general pardon likewife and indemnity was paffcd, which 
fcreened the minifrers from all farther enquiry. The Parliament probably thought 
that the befl: method of reclaiming the criminals, was to lhew them, that their 
cafe was not defperate. Even the remonftrance, which the Commons voted of 
their grievances, may be regarded as a proof, that their anger was, for the time, 
appec!e;:\. None of the capital points are couched on i the breach of the triple 

league, 
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le!lgue, the French alliance, the {butting up the Exchequer. The fole grievances Chap. IU. 
mentioned are an arbitrary impofition on coals for providing convoys, the exercife 167.3· 
of military law, the quartering and preffing of foldiers; and they prayed, that, af-
ter the conclufion of the war, the whole army lhould be diibanded. The King 
gave them a gracious, tho' evafive anfwer. When bufinefs was fini1hed, the 29th of 

tWO Houfes adjourned themfelves. March... 

THo' the King had, for the time, receded from his declaration of indulgence, 
and thereby had tacitly relinqL\iilied the fufpending power, he was frill refolved, 
notwithfl:anding his bad fuccefs both at home and abroad, to perfevere in his alliance 
with France, and in the Dutch war, and confequently in all thofe fecret views, what
ever they were, which depended on thofe fatal meafures. The money, granted by 
Parliament, fufficed to equip a fleet, of which Prince Rupert was declared admiral: 
For the Duke was fet afide by the tefl:. Sir Edward Sprague and the earl of Oifory 
commanded under the Prince. A French fquadron joined them, commanded by 
d'Etrees. The combined fleets fet fail towards the coafl: of Holland, and found 
the enemy, lying at anchor, within the fands at Schonvelt. There is a natural con- z8th of May~ 

fufion attending fea fights, even beyond other military tranfactions ; derived from Sea-fight. 

the precarious operations of winds and tides, as well as from the fmoke and dark-
nefs, in which every thit:g is there involved. No wonder, therefore, that relations 
of thefe battles are apt to contain uncertainties and contraditl:ions ; efpecially when 
compofed by writers of the hofiile nations, who take pleafure in exalting their own 
advantages, and fuppreffing thofe of the enemy. All we can fay with certainty of 
this battle, is, that both fides boafted of the victory; and we may thence infer, that 
the aB:ion was not decifive. The Dutch, being near home, retired into their own 
harbours. In a week, they were refitted, and prefented themfelves again to the 
combined fleets. A new action enfued, not more decifive than the foregoing. It 

4
th of June-, 

was not fought with great obfl:inacy on either fide ; but whether the D1.1tch or the Another fea.~ 

allies firfl: retired feems to be a matter of uncertainty. The lofs in the former of fight. 

thefe actions fell chiefly on the French, whom the Englifh, diffident of their in ten- . 
tion~, took ca;-e to place under their own fquadrons ; and they thereby expofed 
them to all the fire of the enemy. There feems not to have been a fhip loft on 
either fide in the fecond engagement. 

IT was fufficient glory to de Ruyter, that with a fleet much inferior to the com
bined fquadrons of France and England, he could fight without any notable difad
vantage ; and it was fufficient victory, that he could defeat the project of a dercent 
in Zealand, which, had it taken place, had endangered, in the prefent circum
frances, the total overthrow of the Dutch Commonwealth. Prince Rupert alfo 
was fufpected not to favour the King's projects of fubd uing Holland, or enlarging 

I h~ 
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his authority at home; and from thefe motives, he was' thought not to have pref
fed fo hard on the enemy, as his well-known valour gave reafon to expetl:. It 
is indeed remarkable, thar, during this war, tho' the Englifh with ·their allies 
much over- matched the ·Hollanders, they were not able to gain any advantage 
over them; while in the former war,- tho' often over- borne by numbers, they ftill 
exerted themfel ves with the moft heroic courage, and always acquired great re
nown, fometimes even fignal victories. ·But they were difguftecl with the prefent 
meafures, which they efteemed pernicious to their country ; they were not fatisfy'd 
in the juO:ice of the quarrel; and they entertained a perpetual jealoufy of their 
confederates, whom, had they been permitted, they would with much more pleaD 
fure have deftroyed than even the enemy themfelves. 

IF Prince Rupert was not favourable to the defigrrs ·of the court, he enjoyed as 
.little favour from the court, at leaft from the Duke, who, tho' he could no longer 
~ommand the fleet, frill pofi'effed the chief authority in the Admiralty_. The.Prince 
complained of a total want of every thing, powder, lhot, provifions, be.:r, and 
even water; .and he went into harbour, that he might refit the fleet, and fupply its 
numerous neceffities. After fome weeks he was refitted ; and he again put to fea: 

1 ~~ of Au~ The hoftile fleets met at the mouth of t'he Texel, and fought the I aft battle, which, 
5s.nother fea- during a courfe of [o many years, thefe neighbouring maritime powers have difputed 
light. with each other. De Ruyter, and under him Tromp, commanded the Dutch in 

this aCtion, as in the two former : For the Prince of Orange had reconciled thefe 
two gallant rivals ; and they retained nothing of their former animofity, exceptthat 
emulation, which.made them exert themfelves with more difl:inguilhed bravery 
againft the enemies of their country. Brankert-was oppofed to D'Etrees, de Ruyu 
ter to Prince Rupert, Tromp to Sprague. It is remarkable, that in all actions 
thefe brave admirals }aft mentioned had ftill felecred each other, as the only antaq 
goliifts worthy each others valour ~ and no decifive ad vantage had as yet been 
gained by eilher of them. They fought in this battle, as if there were no me.~n 
between death and victory. 

D'ETREES and all the Fren.ch fquadron, except rear admiral Martel, kept at a 
diO:ance; and Brankert, inftead of preffing on them, bore down to the affifhnce 
of de Ruyter, who was engaged in furious combat with Prince Rupert. On no oc~ 
cafion did the Prince acquire more deferved honour: His condutl:, as well as valour, 
fbone out with figna.lluftre. Havingdifengaged his fquadron from the numerous 
enemies, with which he was every where furrounded, and havingjoined Sir John 
Chichely, his rear admiral, who had been feparated from him, he made hafte to 
the relief of Sp!ague, who was very hard preffed by Tromp's fquadron. The Royal 
Prince, in which Sprague firft engaged, was fo difabled, that he was obliged to hoift 

his 
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his flag on board the St. George ; while Tromp was for a like reafon obliged to quit 
his fhip, the Golden Lion, and go on board the Comer. The fight was renewed 
with the utmofr fury by thefe valorous rivals, and by the rear-admirals, their fe
conds. Offory, rear-admiral to Sprague, was preparing to board Tromp, when he 
faw the St. George terribly torne, and in a manner difabled. Sprague was leaving 
her in order to hoifr his flag on board a third fhip, and return to the charge; when 
a 1hot, which had paired thro' the St. George, took his boat, and funk her. The 
admiral was drowned, to the great regret of Tromp himfelf, who befrowed on his 
valour the deferved praifes. 

PRINCE Rupert found affairs in this dangerous fituation, and faw moll of the 
fhip's in Sprague's fquadron difabled from flight. The engagement was renewed, 
and became very clofe and bloody. The Prince threw the enemy into great dif
order. To encreafe it, he fent among them two fire-fhips; and at the fame time 
made a fignal to the French to bear down, which if they had done, a total victory 
mufr have enfued. But the Prince, when he faw that they neglected his fignal, and 
obferved that moil: of his fhips were in no condition to keep the fea long, wifely 
provided for their fafety by making eafy fail towards the Englilh coafl:. The vic
tory in this battle was as doubtful, as in all the actions fought during the prefent 
war. 

THE turn, which the affairs of the .Hollanders took by land, was more favourable. 
The prince of Orange befieged and took Naerden; and from chis fuccefs gave his 
country reafon to hope for frill more profperous encerprizes. Montecuculi, who 
commanded the Imperialift:s on the upper Rhine, deceived, by the moft artful con
duct, the vigilance and penetration of Turenne, and making a fudden march, fat 
down before Bonne. The Prince of Orange's conduct was no lefs mafrerly ; while 
he eluded all the French generals, and leaving them behind him, joined his army to 
that of the Imperialifts. Bonne was taken in a few days : Several other places of 
the electorate of Cologne fell into the hands of the allies: And the communication 
being thus cut off between France and the United Provinces, Lewis was obliged 
to recall his forces, and to abandon all his conqudts with greater rapidity than he 
had at firft: made them. The taking Mae!hicht was the only advantag~, which 
he gained this campaign. 

Chap. III. 
1673· 

A co;'GR.ESS was opened at Cologne under the mediation of Sweden; but with Congrefsof 

fmall hopes of fuccefs. The demands of the two Kings were fuch as mufr have re- Cologne. 

duced the Hollanders to perpetual fervitude. In propJrtion as the affJirs of the 
States rofe, the Kings funk in their demands; but the States frill funk lower in 
their offers ; and it was impoffible for the parties ever to agree on any conditions. 
After the Fren:h evacuated Holland, the congrefs broke up; and the feizure of 

Y OL. VI. H h Prince 



HIS T 0 R \' oF GREAT BRIT A 1 N. 

Ch:ip. III. Prince V,1illiam of Furftenburg by the lmperialifts, afForded the French and Eng-
167 J· lifh a good pretence for leaving Cologne. The Dutch ambafi'adors in their me

morials ex!2_I"dfed all the haughrinefs and difdain, fo natural to a free Sta_te, which 
had met wlth fuch unmerited ill ufage. 

· zoth ofOtta- THE Parliament of England was now alfembled, and difcovered much greater 
~e~.arliament. fymptoms of ill humour, than had appeared in their I aft meeting. They ha4 feen 

f<;>r fame time a negotiation of marriage carried on between the Duke of York, and 
the Archduchefs of Infpruc, a catholic of the Auil:rian family ;_ and they had made 
no oppofition. But when that intention failed, and the Duke applied to a Princefs 
of the houfe of Modena, then in clofe conjunction with France; this circumftance, 
joined to fo many other grounds of difcontent, railed the Commons into a flame; 
and they remonftrated with the greateft zeal againft the intended marriage. The 
King told them, that their remonftrances came too late; and that the marriage was 
already agreed on, and even celebrated by proxy. The Commons ftill infifted ; and 
proceeding to the examination of the other parts of government, they voted the 
ftanding army to be a grievance, and declared, that they would grant no more [up
ply, unlefs it appeared, that the Dutch were fa obftinate as to refufe all reafonab1e 

41'h. of No- conditions. To cut lhort thefe difagreeable attacks, the King refolved to prorogue 
\/ember. the Parliament; and with that intention he came unexpectedly to the Haufe of 

Peers, and fent the ulher to fummon the Commons. It happened, that the fpeaker 
and the ufher nearly met at the door of the Haufe; but the fpeaker being within, fame 
of the members fuddenly fhut the door, and cried, 'l'o the chair, to the chair: While 
others cried, 'l'he black-rod is at tbe door. The fpeaker was hurried to the chair; 
and the following motions were inftantly made : That the alliance with Franse is a. 
grievance ; that the evil counfellors about the King are a grievance ; that the Duke 
of Lauderdale is a grievance, and not fit to be trufted or employed. There was a 
general cry, 'l'o the que.ftion, to the que.ftion: But the ufher knocking violently at the
door, the fpeaker leapt from the chair, and the Haufe rofe in great confufion. 

DuRING the interval, Shaftefbury, whofe intrigues with the malecontent party 
•~ere now become notorious, was difmiffed from the office of chancellor; and the 
feals were given to Sir Heneage Finch, under the title of lord-keeper. The tefr 
had incapacitated Clifford; and the white ftaff was conferred on Sir Thomas Of
borne, foon after created Earl of Danby, a minifter of ability, who had rifen by 
his parliamentary talents. Clifford retired into the country, and foon after died. 

1 & 7 ,~. THE Parliament had been prorogued, in order to give the Duke leifure to con-
7th of F,:;bru-rummate his marriage; but the King's neceffities foon obliged him again to affemble 
:ary. them;. and by fome popular acts he paved the way fo-r the feffions. But all his 

I efforts 
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efforts were in vain. The difguft of the Commons was fixed oh foundations too Chap. III. 
deep to be eafily removed. They began with applications for a general fail: ; by 1674· 

which they intimated, that the nation was in a very calamitous condition : They ad-
dreffed againft the King's guards, which they reprefented as dangerous to liberty, 
and even as illegal, fince they had never yet received the fanB:ion of Parliament: 
They took fome fi:eps towards efrablifhing a new and more rigorous tefr againfl: 
popery : And what chiefly alarmed the court, they made an attack on the mem
bers of the cabal, to whofe pernicious councils they juftly imputed all their prefent 
grievances. Clifford was dead : Shafte:fbury had made his peace with the country 
party, and was become their leader : Buckingham was endeavouring to imitate 
Shaftdbury; but his intentions were as yet known to very few. A motion was 
therefore made in the Houfe of Commons for his impeachment : He defired to be 
heard at the bar; but expreffed himfelf in fo confufed and ambiguous a manner as 
gave little fatisfaCl:ion. He was required to anfwer precifely to certain queries, 
which they propofed to him. Thefe queries regarded all the articles of mifcondutl; 
abovementioned ; and among the reft, the following one feems remarkable. " By 
" whofe ad vice was the army brought up to overawe the debates and refolutions of 
• the Houfe of Commons ?" This fhews to what length the fufpicions of the 
Houfe were at that time carried. Buckingham, -in all his anfwers, endeavoured to 
exculpate himfelf, and to load Arlington. He fucceeded not in the former intention: 
The Commons voted an addrefs for his removal. But Arlington, who was on 
many accounts obnoxious to the Houfe, was attacked. Articles were drawn up 
againft him ; tho' the impeachment was never profecuttd. 

THE King plainly faw, that he could expect no fupply from the Commons for 
carrying on a war, which was fo odious to them. He refolved therefore to make 
a feparate peace with the Dutch, on the terms which they had propofed, thro' 
the canal of the Spanifh ambaffador. With a cordiality, which, in the prefent dif
pofition on both fides, was probably but affeCl:~:d, but which was obliging, he afked 
advice ofthe Parliament. The Parliament unanimouily concurred, both in thanks 
for this gracious condefcenfion, and in their advice for pe,1ce. Peace was accord
ingly concluded. The honour of the flag was yielded by the Dutch in the moft' 
extenfive terms: A regulation of trade was agreed to: All poffeffions were reftored . 

h r d' · b f h Th E 1 fh 1 • S · . Peace W1th tot e same con mon as e ore t e war: e ".ng 1 p.anrers 10 unnam were al- Hol!Jnd. 
lowed to remove at pleafure: And the Stares agreed to pay to the King the fum 
of 8oo,ooo patacoons, near 300,ooo pounds. Four days after the Parliament was 
prorngued, the peace was proclaimed in London, to the great joy of rhe people. zSth of Fee 

Spain had declared, that fhe could no longer ftand neuter, ifhoftilitieswerecontinued b uory. 

ag:1.inft Holland; and a great decay of trade was forefeen, in cafe a rupture fhould 
H h 2 cnfue 
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Chap. lV. enfue with that nation. The profpett of this lofs contributed very much to en-
lC'7+· creafe tllf national averfion to the prefent war, and to enliven the joy for its con

clufion. 

1674· 
Propofl:erous 
fchemes of 
the cabal. 

TH.c R E wac; in the French fervice a large body of Englilh to the number of 
1 o,ooo men, which had acquired great honour in every aCt: ion, and had con
nibmed greatly to the fuccelfes of Lewis. Thefe troops, Charles faid he was 
bound by treaty not to recall ; but he obliged himfelf to the States by a fecret 
article not to allow them to be recruited. His partiality to France prevented a 
fl:rict execution of this article. 

C H A P. IV. 

Propojlerous fihemes if the cabal.~Remonflrances of Sir William Temple. 
-Campaign qf 1674.--A Parliament.--Pajjive obedience. 
--A Parliament.--Campaign of 167 s.-Congrefs ifM'meguen, 
-Campaign if I 676.-Uncertain condufl of the King.-A 
Parliament.--Campaign if 1677.-Parliament's diflrufl of the 
King.-Marriage if the Prince if Orange with the Lady Mary.--
Plan if peace.-Negotiations.-Campaign if I 678. -Negoti
ations.-Peace of Nimeguen.-State if affairs in Scotland. 

I F we confider the proietts of the famous Cdbal, it win be hard to determine,. 
whether the end, which they propofed,. was more blameable and pernicious, or 

the means, by which they were to effect ir, more impolitic and imprudent. Tho' 
they might talk only of recovering or fixing the King's authority ; their intention 
could be no other than that of making him abfolute : Since it was not poffib~e 
to regain or maintain, in oppofition to the people, any of thofe powers of the 
crown, abolifued by late law or cuftom, without fubduing the people, and rendering 
the royal prerogative entirely uncontroulable. Againft fuch a fcheme, they might 
forefee, that every party of the nation would declare themfelves, not only the old 
parliamentary party, which, tho' they kept not in a body, were ftill very nume
rous; but even the greateO: Royalifts, who were indeed attached to Monarchy, but 
defired to fee it limited and reftrained by law. It had appeared, that the prefent 
Parliament, tho' eletl:ed during the greateft prevalence of the royal party, were 
yet very tenacious of popular privileges, and retained a confi.derable jealoufy of the 

Crow~ 



C H A R L E S II. 2 37 

Crown, even before they had received any juft ground of fufpicion. The guards, 
therefore, together with a fmall army, new levied, and undifciplined, and compofed 
too of Englifhmen, were almoft the only domeftic refources, which the King could 
depend on in the profecution of thefe dangerous councils. 

THE affiftance of France was, no doubt, efteemed by the Cabal a confiderable· 
fupport in the fchemes, which they were forming: But it is not eafily conceived, 
that they could imagine themfelves capable of directing and employing an affociate 
of fo domineering a charaCter. They ought juftly to have fufpeB:ed, that it would be 
Lewis's fole intention, as it evidently was his intereft, to raife incurablejealoufies be
tween the King and his people; and that he faw how much a fteddy uniform govern
ment in this ifiand, whethe·r free or abfolute, would form invincible barriers to his 
ambition. Should his affiftance be demanded; if he fent a fmall fupply, it would 
ferve oniy to enrage the people, and render the breach altogether irreparable; if he 
furnifhed a great force, fufficient to fubdue the nation, there was little reafon to truft 
his generofity, with regard to the ufe, which he would make of this advantage. 

IN all its other parts, the plans of the Cabal, it mull be confelTed, appear equally 
ablurd and incongruous. lf the war with Holland was attended with great fuccefs~. 
and involved the fubjeB:ion of the Republic, fuch an acceffion of force mua fall to 

Lewis, not to Charles: And what hopes afterwards of refifting by the greateft unani
mity fo mighty a monarch ? How dangerous, or rather how ruinous to depend upon 
his affiftance againft domeftic difcontents? If the Dutch, by their own vigour, and 
the affiftance of allies, were able to defend themfelves, and could bring the war to an 
equality; the French arms would be fo employed abroad, that no confiderable re
inforcement could thence be expected to fecond the King's- enterprizes in England. 
And might not the projeCt of over-awing or fubduing the people be efteemed, of 
itfelf, fufficiently odious, without the aggravation of facrificing that State, which 
they regarded as their beft ally, and with which, on many accounts,. they were de
firous of maintaining the greateft concord and ftriB:eft confederacy ? 

WHATEVER views likewife might be entertained of promoting by thefe mea
fures the catholic religion; they could tend only to render all the other fchemes 
abortive, and make them fall with inevitable ruin upon the projeCtors. The catho
lic religion, indeed, where it is eflabldhed, is more proper than the protefl:ant for 
fupporting an abfolute Monarchy ; but would any man have thought of it as the 
means of acquiring arbirrary authority in England, where it was more detefted than 
even i1avery itfelf? 

h muft be allowed, that the diH::;culties, and even inconfiftencies, attending the 
fchemes of the Cabal, are fo numerous and obvious, that one feels at firO: an incli
nation to deny the reality of thofc: fcbemes, and to fuppofe them entirely the chimeras 

of 
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of calumny and faB:ion. But the utter impoffibility of accounting· by any other 
hypothefis for thofe ftrange meafures embraced by the court, as well as for the nu
merous circumftances, which accompanied them, ob!iges us to acknowlege (tho' 
there remains no direCl: evidence of it*) that a formal plan was laid for fubverting 
the confiitution, and that the King and the Miniftry were in reality confpirators 
againft the people. What is moft probable in human affairs is not always true; 
and a very minute circumftance, overlooked in our [peculations, ierves often to 
explain events, which may feem the moft furprizing and unaccountable. Tho' 
the King poffeffed penetration and a found judgment, his capacity was chiefly fitted 
for fmaller matters t, and the ordinary occurrences of life; nor had he application 
enough to carry his view to diftant confequences, or to digefi and adjuft any plan 
of political operations. As he fcarce ever thought twice on any one fubjett, every 
appearance of advantage was apt to feduce him ; and when he found his way ob
ftrutted by unlocked-for difficulties, he readily turned afide into the firft path, 
where he expeCted more to gratify the natural indolence of his difpofition, To this 
verfatility or pliancy of genius, he himfelf was inclined to truft; and he thought, 

.that, afcer trying an experiment for enlarging his authority, he could eafily, if it 
failed, return into the ordinary channel of government. But the fufpicions of the 
people, tho' they burft not forth at once, were by this attempt rendered altoge
ther incurable ; and the more they reflected on the circumfl:ances, attending ir, 
the more refentment and jealoufy were they apt to entertain. They obferved, that 
the King never had a;y favouri[e; that he was never governed by his minifl:ers, 

"' No treaty to this purpofe with France ever appeared; and indeed, it is probable for-the reafons 

mentioned above, that no fuch treaty was ever formally entered into : The King thought it fufficient, 
that he joined his interell with that of the Frer.ch Monarch, and he believed that this circumftance 
alone would enable him to depend on that Pnnce's affifrance in cafe of neceiiity. The abbot Primi in
deed publifhed at Paris the terms of a treaty to this purpofe: But there are fo many difficulties atrend
ing his narration, th~t it carJ liave little weight with us: He fpoke only by conjecture, or if he was fup
plied by the French Miniil:ers with materials, it was fo much the iotereil: of that court to embroil the 
King with his fubjec1, that their account is very much to be fufpetled. He fays too, that it was ex
prefsly agreed to divide the United Provinces, to give the inland Provinces to Lewis, Zealand to 

Charles, .Holland to the Prmce of Orange. But this is very improbable on many accounts, particular
ly becaufe there is no appearance of fuch a fcheme in the French propo(als at Utrtcht. We lee plainly 
by them, that there was no concerted plan bewixt the two kings, and that they governed themfelves 
entirely by events. Father Orleans, who, it is faid, wrote from materials gil'en him by K. Jame', i~ the 
moPe authentic teil:imony of the arbitrary defigns of the court; and there is no d-oubt of the truth of his 

narration in this partitu:ar. But his hiflory m ether refpeCl:s is fo falfe and fuperficial, that were it not 

fupported by other arguments, it would in this narration h-ne fmJ!l weight with us. But after all, the 
difcourfe of Sir William Temple to the King after mentioned, which that Monarch does not oppofe, is, 
next to the evidence of faCl:s, the heft proof of the King's intentions. 

t Duke of Buckingham's charaCl:er of King Charles II. 

fcarce 
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fearce even by his miftreifes ; and that he himfelf was the chief fpring of all public Chap. IV. 

councils. Whatever appearance, therefore, of a change might be pretended, they 1674. 

fiill fufpeeted, that the fame projeCl: was fecretly in agitation ; and they deemed 
no precaution too great to fecure them againft the pernicious confequences of fuch 
councils. 

THE King, fenfible of this jealoufy, was inclined thenceforth not to truft alto
gether to his people ; and tho' obliged to make a feparate peace, he ftill kept up 
connexions with the French monarch. He apologized for deferting his ally, by 
reprefenting to him all the real undiifembledilifficulties, under which he laboured;. 
and Lewis, with the greateft complaifance and good humour, admitted the vali
dity of his excufes. The Duke likewife, confcious that his principles and conduct 
had rendered him flill more obnoxious to the people, maintained on his own ac
count a feparate correfpondence with the French court, and entered into particu
lar connexions with Lewis, which thefe Princes dignified with the name of friend
fhip. The Duke had only in view the fecuring his fucceffion, and favouring the 
Catholics ; and it muft be acknowleged to his praife, that, tho' his fchemes were 
dangerous to the people, they gave the King no juft ground of jealoufy. A dutiful 
fubjeet, and an affectionate brother, he knew no other rule of conduct but obedi
ence; and the fame unlimited fubmiffion, which afterwards, when King, he ex
acted of his people, he was ever willing, before he afcended the throne, to pay to· 
his Sovereign. 

As the King was at peace with all the world, and almoft the only Prince in Eu-
rope who was placed in that agreeable fituation, he thought proper to offer his me· 
diation to the contending powers, in order to compofe all their differences. France,. 
willing to negotiate under fo favourable a mediator, very readily accepted Charles's 
offer; but, it was apprehended, that, for a like reafon, the allies would be inclined 
to refufe it. In order to give a new fanction to his councils, the King invited 
Temple from his retreat, and appointed him ambaffador to the States. That wife Remon~ 
minifter, reflecting on the unhappy iffue of his former undertakings, and the fataJll:rance of ~ir 
turn of councils, which had occafioned it, refolved, before he embarked anew, toW. Ttmple. 

acquaint hirnfelf, as far as poffible, with the real intentions of the King, in thofe po-
pular meafures, which he feemed to have again adopted. After blaming the dan-
gerous fchemes of the Cabal, which the King was defirous to excufe, he told his 
Majefl:y very plainly, that he would find it extremely difficult, if not abfolutely im-
poffible, to erect in England the (arne fyfi:em of government and religion, which was 
eftablifued in France: That the univerfal bent of the nation was againfl: both ; and 
it required ages to change the genius and fentiments of a people : That many, who 
were at bottom indifferent in matters of religion, would yet oppofe all alterations 

on 



Chap. IV. 
1674· 

~qo H I S T 0 R Y oF G R E A T B R I T A 1 N. 

on that head; becaufe they confidered, that nothing but force of arms could fubdue 
the reluctance of the people againft popery; after which, they knew, there could be 
no fecurity for civil liberty: That in France every circum fiance had long been ad· 
jufted to that fyftem of government, and tended to its eftabli!hment and fupport: 
That the commonalty, being poor and difpirited, were of no account; the nobility, 
engaged by the profpeCl: or po!feffion of numerous offices, ci v'il and military, were 
entirely attached to the court'; the ecclefiaftics, retained by like motives, added the 
f..tnEtion of religion to the principles of civil policy: That in England a great part 
of the landed property belonged to the yeomanry or middling gentry; the King had 
few offices to beftow ; and could not himfelf even fubfift, much lefs maintain an 
army, except by the voluntary fupplies of his Parliament: That if he had an army 
on foot, yet, if compofed of Englifhmen, they would never be prevailed on to pro
mote ends, which the people fo much feared and hated: That the Roman Catholics 
in England were not the hundredth part of the nation, and in Scotland, not the two 
hundredth; and it feemed againft all common fenfe to hope, by one part, to govern 
ninety-nine, who were of contrary fentiments and difpofitions : And that foreign 
troops, if few, would tend only to inflame hatred and difcontent; and how to raife 
and bring over at once, or to maintain many, it was very difficult to imagine. 
To thefe reafonings Temple added the fentiments of Gourville, a Frenchman, for 
whom, he knew, the King had entertained a great efteem. " A King of England,'' 
faid Gourville, " who will be the man of his people, is the greateft King in the 
~' world : But if he will be any thing more, he is nothing at all." The King 
heard at firft this difcourfe with fome impatience; but being a very dextrous ~Ef
fembler, he feemed moved at laO:, and laying his hand on Temple's, faid with an 
ap,-earing cordiality, " And I will be the man of my people." 

TEMPLE when he went abroad, foon found, that the fcheme of mediating a 
peace was likely to prove abortive. The allies, befides their jealoufy of the 
King's mediation, were extremely bent upon the continuance of the war. Spain 
had ftipulated with Holland hever to come to an accommodation, till all things in 
Flanders were reftored to the condition, in which they had been left by the Pyre
nean treaty. The Emperor had very high pretenfions in Alface; and as lhe greareft 
part of the empire joined in the alliance, it was hoped,/that France, fo much over
matched in force, would loon be obliged to fubmit to the terms demanded of her. 
The States indeed, oppreffed by exorbitant taxes, as well as checked in their com
merce, were defirous of peace, and had few or no claims of their own to retard it : 
But they could not in gratitude, nor even in good policy, abandon allies, to whofe 
proteclion they had been fo lately indebted for their fafety. The Prince of Orange 
like wife, who had great influence in their co unci's, was all on fire for military fame, 

and 
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and was well pleafed to be at the head of armies, from which fuch mighty fuc- Chap. IV. 

ceifes were expected. Under various pretences, he eluded, during the whole 1674· 

campaign, the meeting with Temple; and after the troops were fent into winter
quarters, he told that minifter, in his firft conference, that till greater impreffion 
was made on France, reafonable terms could not be hoped for; and it was there-
fore in vain to negotiate. 

THE fuccefs of the campaign had not anfwered expectation. The prince Campaign of 

of Orange, with a fuperior army, was oppofed in Flanders to the prince of Conde\ 1674· 

and had hoped to penetrate into France by that quarter, where the frontier was 
then very feeble. After long endeavouring, tho' i·n vain, to bring Conde to a 
battle, he rafhly expofed, at Seneffe, a wing of his army; and that active prince 
failed not at once to fee and to feize the advantage. But this imprudence of the 

prince of Orange was amply compenfated by his behaviour in that obfrinate and 
bloody action which enfued. He rallied his difmayed troops ; he Jed them to the 
charge ; he pufhed the veteran and martial troops of France; and he obliged the 
prince of Conde, notwithftanding his age and character, to exert greater efforts, 
and to rifque his perfon more, than in any action, where, even during the heat of 
youth, he had ever commanded. After fun-fet, the action was continued by the 
light of the moon; and it was darknefs at lafr, not the wearinefs of the comba-
tants, which put an end to the contefr, and left the 'viB:ory undecided. " The 
" prince of Orange," faid Conde, with great candour and generality, "has aCted 
'' in every thing like an old captain, except venturing his life too like a young fol-
" dier." Oudenarde was afterwards invefred by the prince of Orange ; but he was 
obliged by the Imperial and Spanifh generals to raife the liege on the approach of 
the enemy. He afterwards befieged and took Grave ; and at the beginning of 
winter, the armies broke up, with great difcontents and complaints on all fides. 

THE allies were not more fuccefsful in other places. Lewis in a few weeks re
conquered Franchecomte. In Alface, Turenne difplayed againft a much fuperior 
enemy, all that military ikill, which had long rendered him the mofr renowned 
captain of his age and nation. By a fudden and forced march, he attacked and 
beat at Sintzheim the duke of Lorrain and Caprara, general of the Imperialifi:s. 
Seventy thoufand Germans pour into Alface, and take up their quarters in that 
province. Tllrenne, who had retired into Lorrain, returns unexpectedly upon 
them. He attacks and defeats a body of the enemy at Mulhaufen. He chaces 
from Colmar the elector of Branden burgh, who commanded the German troops. 
He gains a new advantage at Turkheim. And having dif1odged all the allies, he 
obliges them to repafs the Rhine; full of fhame for their multiplied defeats, and 
frill more, of anger and complaints againa each other. 

VoL. VI. I i 
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IN England, a11 thefe events were confidered by the people with great anxiety 
and concern; tho' the King and his minifters affected great indifference with re
gard to them. Con!iderable alterations were about this time made in the Englifh 
mini11ry. Buckingham was difgraced, who had long, by his wit and entertaining 
humour, poffdfed the King's favour. The chief minifters were .Arlington, now lord 
chamberlain, and Danby the treafurer. Great hatred and jealoufy took place be~ 
tween thefe minifters ; and the King's affairs were fomewhat difturbed by their 
quarrels. But Danby gained ground every day with the King, and Arlington de
clined in the fame proportion. Danby was a frugal n1i.nifter; and by his applica_ 
tion and indufiry, he brought the revenue into tolerable order. He endeavoured 
fo to conduct himfelf as to give offence to no party; and the confequence ·,•:as, 
that he was able entirely to pleafe none. He was always a declared enemy to the 
French alliance; but never poifeiTed authority enough to overcome the prepoffef
fions, which the King and the Duke retained towards it. It muft be afcribed to 
the prevalence of that intereft, that the Parliament was aiTembled fo late this year; 

1c75 . left they :lhould attempt to engage the King in meafures againft France, during 
1 3th ol April. the enfuing campaign. They met not till the appro.ach of fummer. 

A Parliament. EvERy ftep taken by the Commons difco\'ered that ill humour and jealoufy, to 
which the late open meafures of the King, and his prefent fecret attachments, gave 
fuch juft foundation. They drew up a new bill againfl: popery, and refolved to 
jnfert in it many fevere claufes for the deteCtion and profecution of priefts: They 
prtfented addreffes a fecond time againft Lauderdale; and when the King's anfwer 
was not fatisfattory, they feemed fiill determined to perfevere in their applications; 
An accuf11tion was moved againft Danby; but upon examining the feveral arti
cles, it was not found to contain any juft reafons of a profecution ; and was, there
fore drcpped : They applied to the King for recalling his troops from the French 
fervice ; and as he only promifed, that they lhould not be recruited, they ap
peared to be much di{fatisfied with his anfwer: A bill was brought in, making it 
treafon to levy money without authority of Parliament: Another vacating the 
{eats of fuch members as accepted of offices: Another to fecure the perfonal li
berty of Lhe fubjecr, and to prevent fending any one prifoner beyond fea. 

THAT the court party might not be idle, during thefe attacks, a bill for a new 
teft was introduced into the Houfe of Peers by the earl of Lindefey. All mem
bers of either houfe, and all who poffeffed any office, were by this bill required to 

Paffive obe- fwear, that it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to take arms againft 
dience. I the King; that they ab 1orred the traiterous po!ition of taking arms by his autho-. 

rity againfi his perfon, or againft thofe commiffioned by him; and that they will 
not at any time endeavour the alteration of the Proteftant religion or of the efl:a
blifhed governr:::ent eith~r in church or fiate. 

I GREAT 
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GREAT oppofition was made to this bill; as might be expected from the pre- Chap. IV, 

fent difpofition of the public. During feventeen days, the debates were carried on 1675• 

with much zeal ; and all the reafon and learning of both parties were difplayed on 
this memorable occafion. The queftion, indeed, with regard to refifl:ance, was a 
point, which entered into the controverfies of the old parties, cavalier and round-
head ; as it made an eifential part of the prefent difputes between court and 
country. Few neuters were found in the nation: But among fuch as could main-
tain a calm indifference, there prevailed fentiments very wide of thofe adopted by 
either party. Such perfons thought, that all publi<; declarations of the legifia-
ture, either for or againft refiftance, were equally impolitic, and could ferve to no 
other purpofe, than to fignalize in their turn the triumph of one faction over ano-
ther: That the fimplicity retained in the antient laws of England, as well as in 
the laws of every other nation, ought frill to be preferved, and was beft calculated 
to prevent the extremes on either fide : That the abfolute exclufion of refiftance, 
in all poffible cafes, was founded on Jalfe principles; its exprefs ad million might 
be attended with dangerous confequences; and there was no neceffity of expoflng 
the public to either inconvenience : That if a choice muft neceifarily be made in 
the cafe, the preference of utility to truth in public infl:itutions was apparent; nor 
could the fuppofition of refiftance, beforehand and in general terms, be fafely ad-
mitted in any government : That even in mixt monarchies, where that fuppofition 
feemed moft requifite, it was yet entirely fuperfluous; fince no man, on the ap-
proach of extraordinary neceffity, could be at a lofs, tho' not direCted by legal de
clarations, to find the proper remedy: That even thofe, who might, at a diflance 
and in fcholaftic reafoning, exclude all refifl:ance, would yet hearken to the voice 
of nature, when evident ruin, both to themfelves and to the public, mufl: attend 
a frritl: adherence to their pretended principles : That the queftion, as it ought 
thus to be entirely excluded from all determinations of the legi!lature, was, even 
among private reafoners, little better than a difpme of words : That ~he one 
party could not pretend, that refiftance ought ever to become a familiar practice; 
the other would furely have recourfe to it in great extremities : And thus the dif-
ference> could only turn on the degrees of danger or oppreffion, which could war-
rant this irregular remedy; a difference, which, in a general qutftion, it w.ls im-
poffible, by any language, precifely to fix or determine. 

THERE were many other abfurdities in this tefl:, particularly that of [wearing not 
to alter the government either in church or ftate; fince all human inllitutions are 
liable ro abufe, and require continual amendments, which are, in reality, fo many 
alterations. It is not indeed poffible to make a law, which doe£ not innovate, more 
or lefs, in the government. Thefe difficulties produced fuch obfiruCl:ions to the 

I i 2 bdl, 
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Chap. IV. bill, that it was carried only by two voices in the Haufe of Peers. All the popifh 
-' 67 5 · Lords, headed by the earl of Briftol, voted againft it. It was fent down to the 

Houfe of Commons, where it was likely to meet with a fcrutiny ftill more fevere. 

BuT a quarrel, which enfued between the two Houfes, prevented the palling 
all the bills, projected during the prefent feffion. One Dr. Shirley, being caft in 
a law-fuit before the Chancery againft Sir John Fag, a member of the Haufe of 
Commons, preferred. a petition of appeal before the Haufe of Peers. The Lords 
received it, and fummoned Fag to appear before them. He complained to the 
lower Houfe, who efpoufed his caufe. They not only maintained, that no mem· 
bu of their Houfe could be fummoned before the Peers; and for this claim they 
could plead precedent : They alfo afferted, that the upper Haufe could receive 
no appeals from any court of equity ; a pretenfion, which extremely retrenched 
the jurifditl:ion of the Peers, and which was contrary to the practice that had pre
vailed during this whole century. The Commons fend Shirley to prifon: the 
Lords affert their powers. Conferences are tried ; but no accommodation enfues. 
Four lawyers are fent to the Tower by the Commons, for tranfgreffing the order· 
of the Haufe, and pleading in this caufe before the Peers. The Peers denominate 
this arbitrary commitment a breach of the great charter, and order the lieutenant of 
the Tower to releafe the prifoners : He refufes obedience : They apply to the 
King, and defire him to punifh the lieutenant for his contempt. The King fum
mons both Houfes ; exhorts them to unanimity; and informs them, that the pre
fent quarrel had arifen from the contrivance of his and their enemies, who pro
pofed by that means to force a diffolution of the Parliament. His advice h¥ no 
effeCt: : The Commons continue as violent as ever; and the King, finding that 

~th of June. no bufinefs could be fini!hed, at laft prorogued the Parliament. 

1 Jth of OCl:o- WHEN the Parliament were again affembied, there appeared not in any refpefr 
be~. . a change of the difpofitions of either Haufe. The King defired fupplies, as well 
AI ad1ament r h b ·1d· f !h. r 1 · ff · · · 1 · h] • 10r t e u1 mg o 1ps as ror ta <:mg o antiCipations, w uc ay upond"lis reve-

nue. He even confe!fed, that he had not been altogether fo frugal as he might 
have been, and as he refolved to be for the future : Tho' he afferted, that to 
his great fatisfattion he had found his expences by no means fo exorbitant as fome 
had reprefented them. The Commons took into confideration the fubjetl: of 
fupply. They voted 30o,ooo pounds for the building of £hips; but they appro
priated the fum by very ftriet claufes. They paffed a refolution not to grant 
any fupply for taking off the anticipations of the revenue*. This vote was carried 

* Several hillorians have affirmed, that the Commons found, this feffion, upon enquiry, that the 
King's revenue was 1 ,6oo,ooo pounds a year, and that the necefiary expence was but 700, 000 

pounds; and have appealed to the Journals for a proof. But there is not the leaft appearance of this 
l:l the Journals; and the faa is impoilible. . 

~ 
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in a very full houfe, by a majority of four only: So nearly were the parties balanced. Chap. IV. 

The quarrel was revived, to which Dr. Shirley's caufe had given occafion. The 16;5· 
proceedings of the Commons difcovered equal violence as during lafl: feilion. A 
motion was made in the Haufe of Peers, but rejec(ed, for addreffing the King 
to dilfolve the prefent Parliament. The King contented himfelf with proroguing zzd of No~ 
them to a very long term. Whether thefe quarrels between the Houfes arofe from vember. 

contrivance or accident, was never certainly known. Each party might, according 
to their different views, efleem themfelves either gainers or lofers by them. The 
Court might defire to obfl:ruct all attacks from the Commons, by giving them 
other employment. The country party might defire the diffolution of a Parlia-
ment, which, notwithfl:anding all difgufts, ftill contained too many royalifts, ev~ 
to ferve all the purpofes of the malecontents. 

SooN after the prorogation, there paffed a tranfaction, which in itfelf is trivial~ 
but tends ftrongly to mark the genius of the Englifh government, and of Charles's 
adminifl:ration during this period. The liberty of the conftitution, and the variety 
as well as violence of the parties, had begot a propenflty for political ccnverfa
tion ; and as the coffee-houfes in particular were the fcenes, where the conduct of 
the King and the miniftry was canvaffed with great freedom, a proclamation was 
iffucd to fupprefs thefe places of rendezvous. Such an act of power, during 
former reigns, would have been grounded entirely on the prerogative ; and be
fore the acceilion of the houfe of Stuart, no fcruple would have been entertained 
with regard to that exercife of authority. But Charles, finding doubts to arife 
upon his proclamation, had recourfe to the judges, who fupplied him with a 
chicane of law, and that too a very frivolous one, by which he mig~t juftify 
his proceedings. The aCt, which fettled the excife, gave the King a power to 
refufe licences for retailing liquors to fuch as could not find fecurity for pay
ment of the duties. But coffee was not a liquor liable to excife ; and even this 
power of refufing licences was very limited, and could not reafonably be ex
tended beyond the intention of the act. The King, therefore, obferving the 
people to be much dilfatisfied, yielded to a petition of the coffee-men, who pro
mifed for the future to reftrain all feditious difcourfe in their houfes; and the pro~ 
clamation was recalled. 

THIS campaign proved more fortunate to the confederates than any other dur- Camp:tign N 

ing this whole war. The French took the field in Flanders with a very numerous 1675· 

army ; and the King himfelf ferved as a volunteer under the prince of Conde. But 
notwithfranding his mighty preparations, he could gain no advantages but the tak-
ing of Huy and Limbourg, places of no great confequence. The prince of 
Orange with a confiderable army oppofed him in all his {TI.Otions; and neither party 

W;11 
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Chap. IV. was willing, without a vifible advantage, to hazard a general battle, which might 
1675· be attended either with the entire lofs of Flanders on the one hand, or the invafion 

of France on the other. Lewis, tired of fo unaCl:ive a campaign, returned to Ver
failles; and the whole fummer paffed in Flanders without any memorable event. 

TuRENNE commanded on the Upper Rhine, in oppofition to his great rival, 
Montecuculi, general of the Imperialifts. The object of the latter was to pafs the 
Rhine, to penetrate into Alface, Lorraine, or Burgundy, and to fix his quarters in 
thefe provinces : The aim of the former was to guard the French frontiers, and to 
difappoint all the fchemes of his enemy. The mofl: confummate ikill was difplayed 
on both fides; and if any fuperiority appeared in Turenne's conduct, it was afcribed 
chiefly to his greater vigour of body, by which he was enabled to infpetl: all the 
pofts in perfon, and could on the fpot take the jufteft meafures for the execution of 
his defigns. By pofting himfelf on the German fide of the Rhine, he not only 
kept Montecuculi from paffing that river: He had alfo laid his plan in fo mafterly 
a manner, that in a few days he muft have obliged the Germans to decamp, and 
have gained a confiderable advantage over them ; when a period was put to his il
lufhious life, by a random lhot, which ftruck him on the breaft, as he was taking a 
view of the enemy. The news excited farrow in King, court, and people, equalled 
by nothing which we meet with in hiftory, but the lamentations of the Roman 
people for the death of Germanicus. The confternation of the army was inex
preffible. The French troops, who, a moment before, were affured of vitl:ory, 
now confidered themfelves as totally vanquilhed; and the Germans, who would 
have been glad to compound for a fafe retreat, expetl:ed no lefs than the tqtal de
ftrutl:ion of the enemy. But de Lorges, nephew to Turenne, fucceeded 1him in 
the command, and po.ffeffed a great fi1are of the genius and capacity of his prede
ceffor. By his ikilful operations, the French were enabled to repafs the Rhine, 
without confiderable lofs; and this retreat was efteemed equally glorious with the 
greateft victory. The defperate valour of the Englifh troops, who were placed 
in the rear, contributed greatly to fave the French army. They had been feized 
with equal paffion as the native troops of France, for their brave general, and 
fought with ardour to revenge his death on the Germans. The duke of Marl
borough, then captain Churchill, here learned the rudiments of that art, which 
he afterwards pracrifed witb fuch fatal fuccefs againft France. 

THE prince of Conde lefc the army in Flanders under the command of Luxem
bourg; and carrying with him a confiderable reinforcement, fucceeded to Turenne's 
command. He defended Alface from the Germans, who had paffed the Rhine, 
and invaded that province. He obliged them firft to raife the fiege of Hagenau, 

then that of Saberne. He eluded all their attempts to bring him to a battle. And 
having dextroui1y kept them from eftabliihing themfelves in Alface, he forced them, 

not-
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not'Withflanding their fuperiority of number, to repafs the Rhine, and take up Chap. IV. 

their winter quarters in their own country. 1675· 

AFTER the death of Turenne, adetachmentoftheGerman army was fent to the 
fiege of Treves: An enterprize, in which the Imperialifts, the Spaniards, the Pala
tine, the duke of Lorraine, and many other princes paffionately concurred. The 
project was well concerted, and executed with vigour. Marefchal Crequi, on the 
other hand, collected an army, and advanced with a view of forcing t,he Germans 
to raife the fiege. They left a detachment to guard their lines, and under the 
command of the dukes of Zell and Ofnabrugh, marched in queft of the enemy. 
At Confarbric, they fell unexpetl:edly, and with fuperior numbers, on Cregui, and 
put him to rout. He efcaped with four attendants only; and throwing himfelf 
into Treves, refolved by a vigorous defence to make amends for his former error or 
misfortune. The garrifon was brave, but not abandoned to that total defpair, by 
which their governor was actuated. They mutinied againfi: his obfl:inacy; capi
tulated for themfelves; and becaufe he refufed to fign the capitulation, they deli
vered him a prifoner into the hands of the enemy. 

'Trs remarkable, that this rout of Crequi is almoft the only battle, which the 
French loft at land, from Rocroi to Bleinheim, during the courfe of above fixty 
years ; and thefe too, full of bloody wars againft potent and martial enemies : 
Their victories equal almoft the number of years during that period. Such was 
the vigour and good conduct of thar Monarchy ! And fuch too were the refources 
and refined policy of the European nations, by which they were enabled to repair 
their loffes, and frill to confine that mighty power nearly within its antient li
mits! A fifth part of thefe victories would have fufficed in another period to have 
given to France the empire of Europe. 

THE Swedes had been engaged, by the payment of large fubfidie~, to take part 
with Lewis, and invade the territories of the elector of Brandenburgh in Po
merania. That elector, joined by fome ImperialiL1s from Silefia, fell upon them 
with great bravery and fuccefs. He foon beat them out of his part of that coun
try, and purfued them into their own. He had an interview with the King of 
Denmark, who was now entered into the interefts of the confederates, and re
fol ved to declare war againfi: Sweden. Thefe princes concerted meafures for 

pufi1ing the viCtory. 

To all thefe misfortunes againft foreign enemies were united fame domefl:ic in
furretl:ions of the common people in Guienne and Brittany. Tho' foon ft1ppreffed,. 
they divided the force and attention of Lewis. The only advantage, gained by 
the French, was at fea. Meilina in Sicily had revolted ; and a fleet under the duke 
de Vivonne was difpatched to fllpport the rebels. The Dutch had fent a fgua-

dron 
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dron to affift the Spaniards. A battle enfued, where de Ruyter was killed. This 
event alone was thought equivalent to a viClory. 

THE French, who, twelve years before, had fcarce a fhip of war in any of their 
harbours, had raifed themfelves, by means of perfeverance and policy, to be, in their 
prefent force, tho' not in their refources, the firft maritime power in Europe. 
The Dutch, while in alliance with them againft England, had fupplied them with 
feveral veffds, and had taught them the rudiments of the difficult art of fhip build
ing. The Englifh next, when in alliance with them againft Holland, inftrutl:ed 
them in the method of fighting their fhips, and ofpreferving order in naval engage
ments. Lewis availed himfelf of every opportunity to aggrandize his people, 
while Charles, funk in indolence and pleafure, negleCted all the noble arts of govern
ment; or if, at any time, he routed himfelf from his lethargy, that induftry, by 
reafon of the unhappy projects which he embraced, was often more pernicious to 
the public than his inactivity itfelf. He was as anxious to promote the naval power 
of F 1 a nee, as if the fafery of his crown had depended on it ; and many of the plans 
executed in that kingdom, were firfr, 'tis faid *, digefted and corrected by him. 

THE fucceifes of the allies had been confiderable the I aft campaign ; but the 
Spaniards and Imperialifts well knew, that France was not yet fufficiently broke, nor 
willing to fubmit to the terms which they refolved to impofe upon her. Tho' they 
could not refufe the King's mediation, and Nimeguen, after many difficulties, was 
at !aft fixed on as the place of congrefs ; yet under one pretence or other, they frill 
delayed fending their ambaffadors, and no progrefs was made in the negotiation. 
Lord Berkeley, Sir William Temple, and Sir Lionel Jenkins, were the Englifh 
minifters at Nimeguen. The Dutch, who were impatient for peace, foon ap
peared : Lewis, who hoped to divide the allies, and who knew, that he himfelf 
could neither be feduced nor forced into a difadvantageous peace, fent ambaffadors ; 
The Swedes, who hoped to recover by treaty, what they had loft by arms, were al
fo forward to negotiate. But as thefe powers could not proceed of themfelves to 
fettle terms, the congrefs hitherto ferved merely as an amufement to the public. 

Campaign of h was by the events of the campaign, not the conferences of negotiators, that 
1 676. the articles of peace were to be determined. The Spanifh towns, ill fortified and 

worfe defended, made but a feeble reGftance to Lewis, who, by laying up maga
zines during the winter, was able to take the field early in the fpring, before the 
forage could be found in the open country. In the month of April he laid Gege to 
Conde, and took it by ftorm in four days. Having fent the duke of Orleans to be
fiege Bouchaine, a fmall but important fortrefs, he pofted himfelf fo advantage-

"' Vf elwood, Burnet, Coke. 
oufiy 
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oufiy with his main army, as to hinder the confederates from relieving it, or fight
ing without difadvantage. The Prince, in fpite of all the difficulties of the fea
fon, and the want of provifions, came in fight of the French army ; but his in
dufiry ferved to no other purpofe than to render him a fpetl:ator of the furrender 
of Bouchaine. Both armies flood in awe of each other, and were unwilling to 
hazard an action, which might be attended with the moil: important confequences. 
Lewis, tho' he wanted not perfonal courage, was very little enterprizing in the 
field; and being refolved this campaign to reft contented with the advantages, 
which he had fo early acquired, he thought proper to entruft his army to Marefchal 
Schomberg, and retired himfelf to Verfailles. After his departure, the Prince of 
Orange laid fiege to Maefl:richt ; but meeting with an obf.l:inate refiftance, he 
was obliged, on the approach of Schomberg, who in the mean time had taken 
Aire, to raife th~ege. He was incapable of yielding to adverfity or bending 
under misfortunes : But he began to forefee, that, by the negligence and errors 
of his allies, the war in Flanders muft neceffarily have a very unfortunate iffue. 

ON the upper Rhine, Philipfbourgh was taken by the Imperialifl:s. In Pome
rania, the Swedes were fo unfuccefsful againft the Danes and Brandenburghers, 
that they feemed to be lofing apace all thoie poffeffions, which, with fo much 
valour and good fortune, they had acquired in Germany. 

ABOUT the beginning of winter, the congrefs of Nimeguen was pretty full, 
and the plenipotentiaries of the Emperor and Spain, two powers fl:ritl:ly con
joined by blood and alliance, at laft appeared. Th~ Dutch had threatened, if 
they delayed any longer, to proceed to a feparate treaty with France. In the 
conferences and negotiations, the difpofitions of the parties became every day 
more apparent. 

THE Hollanders, loaded with debts, and harraffed with taxes, were defirous of 
putting an end to a war; in which, belides the inconveniencies attending all leagues, 
the weaknefs of the Spaniards, the divifions and delays of the Germans, prog· 
nofticated nothing but difgrace and misfortune. Their commerce langui!hed; 
and what gave them frill greater anxiety, the commerce of England, by reafon of 
her neutrality, flouri!hed extremely; and they were apprehenlive, left advantages, 
once loft, would never thoroughly be regained. They had themfelves no farther 
motive for continuing the war, except to fecure a good frontier to Flanders; but 
gratitude to their allies frill engaged them to try, whether another campaign might 
procure a peace, which would give general fatisfaetion. The Prince of Orange, 
urged by motives of honour, of ambition, and of animofity againft France, en· 
deavoured to keep them fieady to this refolution. 

VoL. VI. K k Trn 
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THE Spaniar:ds, not to mention the other incurable weal~neffes, into which thdr 
monarchy. was, fallen, were diihaEled-with. domefrk diffenlions between the part~es _ 
of the ~een Regent and of Don John, natural brother to their young fovereign. 
Tho' unable of themfelves to defend FJanders, they were refolute-not to conclude
a peace, which would leave it expofed to every affault or inroad: and while they 
made the mofr .magnificent promifes to the States, their real tru£1: was in the prow 
teCtion of England. They faw, that, if that fmall but important territory was once 
fubdued by France, the Hollanders, expofed to fo terrible a power, wou!d fall into 
dependance, and would endeavour, by fubmiffions, to war-d-offthatddl:ruction, to 
\vhich a war in the heart of their State mufl: neceffarily expofe them. They be
lieved, that Lewis, fenfible how much greater advantages he might reap from the· 
alliance than. from the fubjection of the Republic, which mufl: fcatter its people 
and deprefs its commerce:-, would be contented-with very modera~ conditions, and 
would turn his enterprizes againfl:. his .other neighbours. They thought it impof
fible but the .people and Parliament of England, forefeeing thefe obvious confe
quences, mufl: at laft force the King to take part in the affairs of the continent, in 
which their interefts were fo deeply concerned. And they trufl:ed, that even the 
King himfelf, on the approach of fo great a danger, muft open his eyes, and fa
crifice his prejudices, in favour of France, to the fafety of his own kingdoms. 

Uncertain BuT Charles here found himfelf entangled in fuch oppofite motives and engage
'ii~~~.:l of the ments, as. he had not refolution e~oug~ to bre~k, nor· patience to unravel. On the 

one .hand, he always regarded h1s alhance w1th France as a fure refource in cafe of 
any commotions among his own fubjects; and whatever fcbemes he might have 
formed for enlarging his authority, or altering the efl:abli.fhed religion, it was from 
that quarter alone he could expect affifl:ance. He had actually, in fee ret, fold his . 
neutrality to France, and he received remittances of a million of livres a year, which 
was afterwards encreafed to two millions; a conGderable fupply in the prefent em
barraffed ftate of his revenue. And he dreaded, left the Parliament fhould treat 
him as they had formerly done his father; and af[er they had engaged him in a 
war on the continent, fhould take advantage of his neceffities, and make him 
purchafe fupplies by facrificing his prerogative, and abandoning his minifl:ers. 

ON the other hand, the cries of his people and Parliament, feconded by Danby, 
Arlington, and mofl: of his minifters, incited him to take part with the allies, and 
to correct the unequal balance of power in Europe. He might apprehend danger 
from oppofing fuch earneft defires : He might hope for large fupplies, if he con
curred with them: And however inglorious and indolent his difpofition, the renown 
of aCting as arbiter of Europe, would probably at intervals rouze him from his le
thargy, and move him to fupport the high character,- with which he was invefted. 

IT 
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IT is worthy obfervation, that, during this period, the King was, by every one, 
:abroad and at home, by France and by the allies, allowed to be the undifpmed ar
biter of Europe; and no terms of peace, which he would have prefcribed, could 
have been refufed by either party. Tho' France afterwards found means to refill: 
the fame alliance, joined with England ; yet was lhe then obliged to make fuch 
violent efforts as quite exhauUed her ; and it was the utmoft neceffity, which 
pu!hed her to find reffources, far furpaffing her own expeCtations. Charles was 
fenfible, that, fo long as the war continued abroad, he !hould never enjoy eafe at 
home, from the impatience and importunity of his fubjects; yet could he not re-
folve to impofe a peace by openly conjoining himfelf with either party. Terms 
advantageous to the allies muft lofe him the friend!hip of France: The contrary 
would enrage his Parliament. Between thefe views, he perpetually floated; and 
from his conduCt, it is obfervable, that a carelefs, remifs difpofition, agitated by 
oppofite motives, is capable of as great inconfiftencies as is incident even to the 
greateft imbecillity and folly. 

Chap. IV. 
t677. 

THE Parliament was affembled; and the King made them a very plauf1ble fpeech, 1 sth of Fe

in which he warned them again·ft all differences among themfelves ; expreifed a bruar;:. 
r 1 . d h' fi b . . h . fi 1 . h . r.r: d f AParbament: re1o ut10n to o IS part or nngmg t e1r con u tatwns to a appy lnue ; an o -

fered his confent to any laws for the farther fecurity of their religion, liberty, and 
property. He then told them of the decayed condition of the navy; and afked 
money for repairing it: He informed them, that part of his revenue, the addition~ 
al excife, was foon to expire : And he addea thefe words, " You may at aRy 
" time fee the yearly eftabli!hed expence of the government, by which it will ap-
,, pear, that the conftant and unavoidable charge being paid, there will remain 
" no overplus towards anfwering thofe contingencies, which may happen in all 
" kingdoms, and which have been a confiderable burthen on me this !aft year." 

BEFORE the Parliament entered upon bufinefs, they were ftopped by a doubt, 
which was ftarted concerning the legality of their meeting. It had been enacted by 
an old law of Edward the Third, " That Parliaments lhould be held once every 
" year, or oftner, if need be." The lafr prorogation had been longer than a year; 
and being fuppofed on that account illegal, it was pretended to be equivalent to a. 
di!folution. The confequence feems by no means juft; and befides;, a latter act, 
that which repealed the triennial law, had determined, that it was neceifary to hold 
Parliaments only once in three years. Such weight, however, was put on this cavil, 
that Buckingham, Shaftefbury, Salifbury, and Vvharton, infifred ftrenuouOy in the 
Haufe of Peers on the invalidity of the Parliament, and the nullity of all its future 
atl:s. For fuch dangerous pofitions, they were fent to the Tower, there to remain 
~uring the pleafure of his Majefty and the Haufe. Bpckingham, Salifbury, anJ 

K k 2 Wharton, 
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Chap. IV. Wharton, made fubmiffions, and were foon afte~ releafed. But Sh3ftefbury, 
. '

6
77· more obll:inate in his temper, and defi.rous of diftinguiihing himfelf by his adhe

rence to liberty, fought the remedy of law ; and being rejeB:ed by the judges, he 
was at Jail:, after a twelvemonth's imprifonment, obliged to make the fame fub
miffions ; upon which he was alfo releafed. 

THE Commons at firll: feemed to proceed with temper. They granted the fum 
of s86,ooo pounds, for building thirty 1hips; tho' they firiB:ly appropriated 
the money to that fervice. Eftimates were given in of the expence; but it was 
afterwards found that they fell fhort near 1oo,ooo pounds. They alfo voted, 
agreeably to the King's requeft, the continuance of the additional excife for three 
years. This excife had been granted for nine years in r668. Every thing feemed 
to promife a peaceable and an eafy feffion. 

Campa;gn of BuT the Parliament was foon rouzed from this tranquillity by the_news receiv-
1677. ed from abroad. The French King had taken the field in the middle of Febru

ary, and laid fiege to Valenciennes, which he carried in a few days by ~orm. He 
next invell:ed both Cambray and St. Orner. The prince of Orange, alarmed with 
this progrefs, hall:ily afTembled an army, and marched to the relief of St. Orner. 
He was encountered by the French, under the duke of Orleans and Marefchal 
Luxembourg. The prince poffeffed great talents for war; courage, activity, vi
gilance, patience ; but ftill" he was inferior in genius to thofe confummate gene
ra1S op?ofed to him by Lewis; and tho' he always found means to repair his 
loffes, and to make head in a little time againft the victors, he was during his 
whole life unfuccefsful. By a maO:erly movement of Luxembourg, he was here 
beat, and obliged to retreat to Ypres. During the battle, he made the LJ'tmoft 
efforts, by exhortation and example, to rally his difmayed foldiers : He ftruck 
one of the runaways acrofs the face with his fword: " Rafcal," faid he, " I will 
" fee a mark on you at prefent, that I may hang you afterwards.'' Cambray 
and St. Orner were foon furrendered to Lewis. 

THis fuccefs, derived from fuch exorbitant power and fuch wife conduct, 
ihuck a juft terror into the Englifh Parliament. They addreffed the King, re
prefenting the danger to which the kingdom was expofed from the greatnefs of 
France, and defi.ring, that his Majell:y, by fuch alliances as he fhould think fit, 
would both fecure his own dominions and the Spanilh Netherlands, and.thereby. 
quiet the fears of his people. The King, defirous of eluding this applic_ation, which 
l1e confidered as a kind of attack on his meafures, replied in general terms, that 
he would ufe all means for the prefervation of Flanders, confill:ent with the peace 
and fafety of his kingdoms. This anfwer was an evafion, or rather a real denial. 
The Commons, then:fore, thought proper to be more particular. They entreated 

him 
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him not to defer the entering into fuch alliances as might attain that great end: Chap. IV. 
And in cafe war with the French King fhould be the refult of his meafures, they t677. 

promifed to grant him all the aids and lupplies, which would enable him to fupport 
the honour and intereft of the nation. The King was alfo more particular in his 
reply. He told them, that the only way to prevent danger, was to put him in a 
condition to make preparations for their fecurity. This meffage was underftood 
to be a demand of money. The Parliament accordingly empowered the King to 
borrow on the additional excife 2oo,ooo pounds, at feven per cent: A very fmall 
fum indeed; b_ut which they deemed fufficient, with the ordinary revenue, to 
equip a good fquadron, and thereby put the nation in fecurity, till farther refo-
lutions were taken. 

BuT this conceffion fell far fhort of the King's expectations. He therefore in
formed them, that unlefs they granted him the fum of 6oo,ooo pounds upon new 
funds, it would not be poffible for him, without expofing the nation to manifeft 
danger, to fpeak or aCt thofe things, which would anfwer the end of their feveral 
addreffes. The Haufe took this meffage into conGderation : But before they 
came to any refolutiop, the King fent for them to WhitehalJ, where he told 
them, upon the word of a King, that they fhould not repent any trufr, which 
they would repofe in him for the fafety of his kingdoms; that he would not for 
any confideration break credit with them, or employ their money to other ufes, 
t-han thofe for which they intended it ; but that he would not hazard, either his 
own fafety or theirs, by taking any vigorous meafures, or forming new allian
ces, till he was in a better condition, both to defend his fu bjeCl:s and offend his 
enemies. This fpeech brought affairs to a 1hort iifue. The King required 
them to truft him with a large fum : He pawned his royal word for their fecu
rity: They muft either run the rifque of lofing their money, or endanger thofe 
alliances they had projected, and at the fame time declare to all the world the 
higheft diftrufi of their Sovereign. 

BuT there were many reafons, which determined the Houfe of Commons to put P 
1
. 

• ~ . ar lament's 
no truft in his Majdl:y. 1 hey confidered, that the pretence of danger was obvwu.fly di!huft of the 

groundlefs ; while the French were oppofed by fuch powerful alliances on the King. 

continent, while the King was mafter of a good fleet at fea, and while all his fub-
jects were fo heartily united in oppofition to foreign enemies. That the only juftifi-
able reafon, the_refore, of the King's backwardnefs, was not the apprehenfion of dan-
ger from abroad, but a diffidence, which he might perhaps have entertained of 
his Parliament; left, after engaging him in foreign alliances, for carrying on a 
war, they 1hould take advantage of his neceffities, and extort from him concef~ 

fions dangerous to his royal dignity. That this Parliament, by their paft conduct, 
hacl 
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had given no foundation for fuch fufpicions, and were fo far from purfuin.g aoy fi
nifrer ends, that they had granted fupplies for the firfr Dutch war; for maintain .. 
ing the triple league, tho' concluded without their advice; even for carrying 
on the fecond Dutch war, which was entered into contrary to their opinion, and 
contrary to the manifeft interefrs of the nation. That on the other hand, the King 
had, by former meafures~ excited very reafonable jealoufies in his people, and 
did with a bad grace require at prefent their trufi: and confidence. That he had 
not fcrupled to demand fupplies for m~intaining the triple league, at the very mo
ment he was concerting meafures for breaking it, and had accordingly employed 
to that purpofe the fupplies, which he had obtained by thofe delufive pretenfions. 
That his union with France, during the war againfi: Holland, mufi: have been 
founded on projects the moft dangerous to his people i and as the fame union 
was ftill fecretly maintained, it might juftly be feared, that the fame projec1s were 
not yet entirely abandoned. That the King could not ferioufly intend to pro· 
fecute vigorous meafures againft France; fince he had fo long remained entirely 
unconcerned during fuch obvious dangers, and, till prompted by his Parliament, 
whofe proper bufinefs it was not to t\lke the lead in thofe parts of adminiftration, 
had fufpended all his activity. That if he really meant to enter into a cor
dial union with his people, he would have taken the firft ftep, and have endea
voured, by putting truft in them, to reftore that confidence, which he himfelft 
by his rafh councils, had firft violated. That it was in vain to afk fo fmall a fum 
as 6oo,ooo pounds, in order to fecure him againO: the future attempts of the Par
liament; fince that fum muft foon be exhaufl:ed by a war with France, and 
he muft again fall into that dependance, which was become in fome degree 
effential to the confritution. That if he would form the neceifary alli~nces, 
that fum or a greater would inftantly be voted ; nor could there be any reafon 
to dread, that the Parliament would immediately defert meafures, in which they 
were engaged by their honour, their inclination, and the public intereft. That 
the real ground, therefore, of the King's refufal was neither apprehenfion of dan
ger from foreign enemies, nor jealoufy of pariiamentary ~ncroachments; but a 
defire of obtaining the money, which he intended, notwithfranding his royal 
word, to employ to other purpofes. And that by t1fing fuch difhonourable 
means to fo ignoble an end, he rendered himfelf frill more unworthy the confi· 
dence of his people. 

THE Houfe of Commons were now regularly divided into two parties, the 
court and the country. Some were inlifted in the court-party by offices, nay a 
few by bribes fecretly given them; a fcandalous practice firfr begun by Clifford, 
a pernicious minifter: But great number were attached merely by inclination ; fo 

far 
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fdr as they efteemed the meafures of the Court agreeable to the interefts of the Chap. IV. 
nation. Private views and faCtion had likewife· drawn many into the country 1677. 

party: But there· were alfo many; who had no other objetl: than the public goodr 
Thefe difinterelled members on both fides fintl:uated between the parties; and 
gave the fuperio.rity fometimes to the court, fometimes to the oppofition *. 
In the prefent emergence; a general -diftruft of the King prevai,Jed ; and the Par-
liament refolved not to hazard tl'r~ir money; in expectation of alliances, which,. 
they believed, were never intended to be· formed. lnftead of granting the fup-
ply; they voted an addrefs, wherein " they befought his Majefl:y to enter into a 
,,,_.league, offenfive and defenfive, with the States· General of the United Pro-
"· vinces:, againft the growl:h and power of the French King,, and for the pre-
" fervation of the Spanifh Netherlands; and to make fuch other alliances with the 
" confederates as fhould appear fit and ufeful to that end." They fupported 
their advice with reafons ; and promifed fpeedy and plentiful fupplies, for pre-
ferving his Majefty's honour and the fafety of the public. The King pretended 
the higheft. anger at this addrefs, which he reprefented as a dangerous encroach-
ment. upon his prerogative. He reproved the Commons in very fevere terms ; 8th ofMay. 

and ordered them immediately to be adjourned. 

IT is certain, that this was the critical moment, when the King both might 
with eafe have pre!erved the balance of power in Europe, which it has fince coft 
this iiland an infinite profufion of blood and treafure tO reftore, and might by 
perfeverance have at laft regained, in fame tolerable meafure, after all pail: errors, 
the confidence of his people. This opportunity being neglected, the wound be
came incurable; and notwithftanding his momentary appearances of vigour againfr 
France and popery, and their momentary inclinations to rely on his faith ; he was 
frill believed to be at bottt>tn engaged in the fame intereft, and they foon relapfed 
into diftrufl and jealoufy. The fee ret memoirs of that reign, which have fince been 
publifhed t, prove beyond a doubt, that the King had at this time concerted mea
fures with France, and had no intention to enter into a war in favour of the allies. 
He had entertained no view, therefore, even when he pawned his ROYAL woRD 
to his people, than to procure a grant of money ; and he trufted, that, while 
he eluded their expectations, he could not afterwards want pretences for palliat

ing his conduct. 

* Temple's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 458. 

t Such as the letters, which paifed betwixt Danby and Montague, the King's am baifador at P-aris ; 
Temple's Memoirs, and his Letters. Jn thefe laft, we fee that the King never made any propofals 
of terms but what were advantageous to France, and the prince of Orange believed them to have been
always concerted with tke French ambaifador. Vol. i. p. 4 39• 
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Chap. IV. NEGOTIATIONS meanwhile were carried on between France and Holland, and 
!
677• an eventual treaty was concluded; that is, all their differences were adjufted, pro· 

vided they could afterwards fatisfy their allies on both fides~ But this work, 
tho' in appearance difficult, feemed to be extremely forwarded, by farther bad 
fucceffes on the part of the confederates, and by the great impatience of the,Hol· 
landers; when a new event happened, which promifed a more profperous ifTue to 
the quarrel with France, and revived extremely the hopes of all the Engli1h, who 
underftood the interefts of their country. 

THE King faw, with regret, the violent difcontents, which prevailed in the 
nation, and which feemed every day to augment upon him. Strongly defirous 
by his natural temper to be eafy himfelf, and to make every body elfe eafy, he 
fought expedients to appeafe thofe mumurs, which, as they were very difagree
able for the prefent, might in their confequences prove extremely dangerous. He 
knew, that, during the late war with Holland, the malecontents at home had made 
applications to the prince of Orange; and if he continued frill to neglect the 
prince's interefts, and to thwart the inclinations of his people, he apprehended left 
their common complaints ihould cement a lafting union between them. He faw, 
that the religion of the Duke infpired the nation with very difmal apprehenfions; 
and tho' he had obliged his brother to allow the young princeffes to be edu
cated in the proteftant faith, fomething farther, he thought, was requifite, in order 
to fatisfy the nation. He entertained therefore propofals for marrying the prince 
to the lady Mary, the eldeft princefs, and heir apparent to the crown (for the 
duke had no male iffue). And he hoped, by fo tempting an offer, to engage him 
entirely in his interefts. A peace he propofed to make; fuch as would fadsfy 
France, and ftill preferve his connections with that crown : And he intended to 
fantl:ify it by the approbation of the prince, whom he found to be extremely re
vered in England, and refpecteci throughout all Europe. All the reafons for 
this alliance were/ feconded by the felicitations of Danby,_ and alro of Temple, 
who was at that time in England : And Charles at laft granted permiffion to the 
prince, when the campaign ihould be over, to pay him a vifit. 

wth of OClc- THE King very graciouily received his nephew at Newmarket. He would have 
her. entered immediately upon bufinefs; but the .prince defired firft to be acquainted 

with the lady Mary : And he declared, that, contrary to the ufual fentiments qf 
perfons of his rank, he placed a great part of happinefs in domeftic fatisfacHon, and 
would not, upon any confideration of intereft or politics, match himfelf with a 
perfon difagreeable to him. He was introduced to the princefs, whom he found 
in the bloom of youth, and extremely amiable both in her perfon and her humour. 
The King now thought, that he bad a double tye upon him, and might fafely 

make 
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make account of his compliance with every propofal: He wa£ furprized to find the Chap. n·. 
t6fi· 

Prince decline all difcourfe of bufinefs, and refufc to concert any terms for the ge-
neral peace, till his marriage lhould be fini!hed. He well forefaw, he faid, from 
the iltuation of affairst that his allies were likely to have hard terms; and he nevet· 
would never expofe hlmfelf to the reproach of having facrificed their interefrs to pro-
mote his own purpofes. Charles fiill believed, notwithftanding the cold, fev·ere 
manner of the prince, that he would abate of this rigid punctil;o of honour ; and 
he protraCted the time, hoping by his own infinuation and addrefs, as \Vel! as by 
the allurements of love and ambition, to win him to compliance. One day, 
Temple found the prince in very bad humour, repenting that he had ever come to 
England, and refolure in a few days to leave it : But before he went, the King, 
he faid, mufi chufe the terms, on which they ihould hereafter live together: He 
was fure it muft be like the greateft friends or the greateft enemies: And he defired 
Temple to inform his mafier next morning ofthefe intentions. Charles was fhuck 
with this menace, and forefaw how the prince's departure would be interpreted 
by the people. He refolved, therefore, immediately to yield with a good grace; 
and having paid a compliment to his nephew's honefiy, he told Temple, that the 
marriage was concluded, and defired him to inform the Duke of it, as of an affair 23 d of Octo

already refolved on. The duke feemed fmprized; bm yielded a prompt obedience; ber •. 

which, he faid, was his conftant maxim, to whatever he found to be the King's ~~:~:-~;;e ~~ 
pleafure. No meafure during this reign gave fuch general fatisfaCtion. All Orange with 

parties firove who !hould moft applaud it_. And even Arlington, who had been ~~r~.dy 
kept out of the fecret, told the prince, " That fame things, good in themfelves, 
'' were fpoiled by the manner of doing them, as fome things bad were mended 
" by it ; but he would confefs, that this was a thing fo good in itfelf, that the 
" manner of doing it could not ipoil it." 

THIS marriage was a great furprize to Lewis, who, being accuftomed to go
vern every thing in the Englilh Court, now found fo important a ftep taken, 
not only without his confent, but without his know lege o~ participation. A con
junction of England with the allies, and a vigorous war in oppofition to French 
ambition, were the confequences immediately expected, both abroad and at home: 
But to check thefe fanguine expectations, the King, a ft:w days after the marriage, 
prolonged the adjournment of the P.u!i:Jment, from the third of December to the 
fourth of April. This term was too late for granting fupplies, or making pre
parations of war ; and could be chofen by the King for no other reafun, but as 
an attonement to France for his confent to the marriage. 

THE King, however, entered into confultations with the prince, together with P:an of peace, 
Danby and Temple, concerning the terms which it would be proper to require of 

V OJ... VI. L 1 France. 
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France. After fome debate, it was agreed, that France lhould reftore Lorrain 
to the Duke ; with Tom·nay, Valenciennes, Conde, Aeth~ Charleroi, Cour
tray, Oudenarde, and Binche to Spain, in order to form a good frontier for Flan
ders. The prince infifted much, that Franchecomte lhould likewife be reftored ; 
and Charles thought, that becaufe he had patrimonial eftates of great value in that 
province, and deemed his property more fecure in the hands of Spain, he was 
engaged by fuch views to be obfl:inate in that point : But the prince very gene
ro-ufly declared, that to procure but one good town to the Spaniards in Flanders, 
he would willingly abandon all thofe poffeffions. As the King ftill infifted on the 
impoffibility of wrefting Franchecomte from Lewis, the prince was obliged to 
fubmit. 

NOTWITHSTANDING this conceffion to France, the projetl:ed peace was favour
able to the allies; and it was a fufficient indication of vigour in the King, that 
he had given his affent to it. He farther agreed to fend over a minil1:er inftantly 
to Paris, in order to propofe thefe terms. This minifl:er was to enter into no 
treaty : He was to allow but two days for the acceptance or refufal of the terms : 
Upon the expiration of thefe, he was immediately to return: And in cafe of re
fufal, the King promifed immediately to enter into the confederacy. To carry 
fo imperious a- meifage, and fo little expected from the Englilh Court, Temple 
was the perfon pitched on, whofe declared averfion to the French interefl: was 
not likely to make him fail of vigour and promptitude in the execution of his 
commiffion. 

BuT Charles next day felt a relenting in this affumed vigour. InO:ead of Temple, 
he difpatched the earl of Feverfham, a creature of the Duke's, and a Frenchman 
by birth~ And he faid, that the meffage being harfh in itfelf, it was needlefs to 
aggravate it by a difagreeable meffenger. The prince left London; and the King, 
at his depart'ure, affured him, that he never would abate in the leaft point of the 
fcheme concerted, and would enter into war with Lewis, if he refufed it. 

"'-T t' t" LEVHS received the mdfage with feeming gentlenefs and complacency. He 
.~..:ego ;a 10ns. 
- told Fevedham, that the King of England well knev;r, thac he might always be 

mafter of the peace; ~~ut fome of the towns in FlandtTS, it fec:med very hard to 
demand, efpeci:.:l!y Tournay, upon wh'ofe fortifications fuch immenfe fums had 
been expended : .~Ie u:Juld therefore take fome fbort time to confider of an an
fwer. Fevernv;11 Lid, that he was limited to two days fray: But when that time 
was elapfed, h::- was ·2: ·.;:niled with to ftay fame few days longer; and he came 
away at lafl: w:rhout any pofitive anfwer. Lewis faid, that he hoped his brother 
would not brf:. l-: with him for one or two towns : And with regard to them too, 
he would fend orders to his ambc.ifador at London> to, treat with the King himfetf~ 

Charles 
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Charles was foftened by the foftnefs of France ; and the blo~N was thus artfully 
eluded. The French amba!fador, Barillon, owned, at lall, that he had orders to 
yield all except Tournay, and even to treat about fome equivalent for that fortrefs, 
if the King abfolutely inGfied upon it. The prince was gone, who had given 
fpirit to the Englifu Court; and the Negotiations began to draw out into meffages 
and returns from Paris. 

Bv intervals, however, the King could rouze himfe!f, and !how uill fame firm
nefs and refolution. Finding that affairs were not likely to cn:11~ to any conclu
fion with France, the Parliament, notwithftanding the long adjournment, was af· 
fembled on the fifteenth of January; a very unufual meafure, and capabl2 of giv
ing alarm to the French Court. Temple was fent for to the council, anc~ the 
King told him,_ that he intended he lhould go to Holland, in order to form a treaty 
of alliance with the States ; and that the purpofes of it fi1ould be, like the triple 
league, to force both France and Spain to accept of the terms propofed. Temple 
was forry to find this act of vigour qualified by fuch a regard to France, and by 
fuch an appearance of indifference of neutrality between the parties. He told the 
King, that the refolurion agreed on, was to begin the war in conjunction with all 
the confederates, in cafe of no direct and immediate anfwer from France : That 
this meafure would fatisfy the prince, the allies, and the people of England; ad
vantages which could not be expected from fuch an alliance with Holland alone: 
That France would be difobliged, and Spain likewife ; nor would the Dutch be 
fatisfied with fuch a faint imitation of the triple league, a meafure concerted when 
they were equally at peace with both parties. For thefe reafons, Temple declined 
the employment ; and Laurence Hyde, fecond fon to chancellor Clarendon, was 
fent in his place. 

Chap. rv, 

THE prince of Orange was furprifed to obferve fnch fymptoms of weaknefs and I6i8~ 
vigour conjoined in the Englifu councils. He was refolved, however, to make 
the beft of a meafure, which he did not approve ; and as Spain fecretly confented, 
that her ally lhould form a league, which was feemingly directed againft her as 
weil as France, but which was to fall only on the latter, the States concluded 6th of Janu-

the treaty in the terms propofed by the King. ary. 

MEANWHILE, the Englifu Parliament met~ after fome new delays; and the zSth of Janu .. 
~ing was afionifhed, that, notwithftanding all the refolute meafures, which<.~ he ary. 

thought, he had taken, great diftrufi and jealoufy and difcontent were apt, at 
intervals, frill to prevail among the members. Tho' in his fpeech he had al-
lowed, that a good peace could no longer be expected from negotiation, and 
.aifured them, that he was refolved to enter into war for that pmpofe ; the Com-

L 1 2 mons 
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Chap. IV. mons did not forbear to infert in their reply feveral very harfh and even unrea .. 
r6

7
8

· fonable claufes. Upon his reproving them, they feemed penitent, and voted, 
that they would affift his Majefty in the profecution of the war. A fleet of ninety 
fail, an army of thirty thoufand men, and a million of money were alfo voted. 
Great difficulties were made by the Commons with regard to the army, which the 
Houle, judging by pail: rneafurfs, believed to be intended more againft the liber. 
ties of England than againfi: the progrefs of the French Monarch. To this pe
rilous Gtuation had the King reduced both himfelf and the nation. In all debates, 
fevere fpeeches were made, and were received with a feeming approbation : The 
Duke and the treafurer began to be apprehenfive of impeachments: Many mo
tions againft the King's minifters were loft by a very fmall majority : The Com
mons appointed a day to confider the ftate of the kingdom with regard to popery: 
And they even went fo far as to vote, that, how urgent foever the occafion, they 
would lay no farther charge on the people, till fecmed againfl: the prevalence of 
the catholic party. In fhort, the Parliament were impatient for war whenever 
the King feemed averfe to it ; but grew fufpicious of fome finiil:er defign fo foon 
as he complied with their requefts, and feemed to enter into their meafures. 

THE King was enraged at this laO: vote: He reproached Temple with his popu· 
lar notions, as he termed them ; and afked him how he thought the Houfe of 
Commons could be trufl:ed for carrying on the war, fhould it be entered on·, when 
in the very commencement they made fuch declarations. The uncertainties indeed 
of Charles's conduB: were fo multiplied, and the jealoufies on both fides fo incu
rable, that even thofe who approached nearefr the fcene of aB:ion could not deter
mine, whether the King ever ferioufly meant to enter into war, or whether, if he 
did, the Houfe of Commons would not have taken advantage of his neceffities_, 
and made him purchafe fupplies by a great facrifice of his authority *. 

THE King of France knew how to avail himfelf of all the advantages, which 
thefe diftraB:ions afforded him. By his emiffaries, he reprefented to the Dutch 
the uncertainty of their dependance on England; where an indolent King, averfe 
to all war, efpecially with France, and irrefolute in his meafures, was aB:uated only 
by the uncertain breath of a faB:ious Parliament. To the arifi:ocratic faB:ion, he 
remarked the danger of the Prince's alliance with the Royal Family of England, and 
revived their apprehenfions, lefr, in imitation of his father, who had been honoured 
with the fame alliance, he fhould violently attempt to enlarge his authority, and en
Dave his native country. In order to fecond thefe motives with fome farther ter-

C6a~n8paign of rors, he himfelftook the field very early in the fpring; and.after threatening Lux
A I . 

~ embourg, Mons, andNamur, he fat down fuddenly before Ghent and Ypres, and in 
* Temple, vol. I. p. 461. 

afe~ 
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a few weeks made himfelf mafl:e1· of both places. This fuccefs gave great alarm Chap. IV .. 

to the Hollanders, who were no wife fatisfied with the conduct of England, or 
16

7
3
• 

with the ambiguous treaty lately concluded ; and it quickened all their paces to-
wards an accommodation. 

IMMEDIATELy after the Parliament had voted the fupply, the King began to 
inlifl: forces ; and fuch was the ardour of the Englifh for a war with France, that 
an army of above 2o,ooo men, to the afl:onilhment of all Europe, were compleated 
in a few weeks. Three thoufand men, under the duke of Monmouth, were fent 
over to fecure Oftend; Some regiments were recalled from the French fervice: A 
fket was fitted out with great diligence: And a quadruple alliance was projected 
between England, Hoiland, Spain, and the Emperor. 

BuT thefe vigorous meafures received a fudden damp from a paflionate addrefs 
of the lower Haufe ; in which they jufl:ified all their paft proceedings, that had 
given difguft to the King ; defired to be acquainted with the meafures taken by 
him, prayed him to difmifs evil counfellors ; and named in particular the duke 
of Lauderdale, on whofe removal they ftrenuouily infifted. The King told them 7 

that their addrefs was fo extravagant, that he was not willing fpeedily to give it 
the anfwer, which it deferved. And he began again to lend an ear to the pro
pofals of France, who offered him great fums of money, if he would confent to 
their making an advantageot:IS peace with the allies. 

TEMPLE, tho' preifed by the King, refufed to have any concern info di.lhonour; 
able a negotiation: But he informs us, that the King faid, there was one article pro- Negotiations. 

pofed, which fo incenfed him, that, as long as he lived, he would never forget it~ 
Sir William goes no farther, but the editor of his works, the famous Dr. Swift, 
fays, that the French, before they would agree to any payment, required as a pre-
liminary, that the King lhould engage never to keep above 8ooo regular troops 
in his three kingdoms. Charles broke into a paffion. " Cod's-filh," faid he, his 
ufual oath, " Does my brother of France· think to ferve me thus ? Are all his 
" promifes to make me abfolute mafter of my people come to this? Or does ht: 
" think that a thing to be done with eight thoufand men ? ,, 

. VAN BEYERNING was the Dutch ambaffador at Nimeguen, a man of great au
thority with the States. He was very eager for peace, and was perfuaded, that 
the reluctance of the King and the jealoufies of the Parliament would for ever dif
appoint the allies in their hopes of fLJccour from England. Orders were fent him by. 
the States to go to the French King at Ghent, and concert the terms of a general 
treaty, as well as procure a prefent truce for fix weeks. The terms agreed on were· 
much woEfe for the Spa.niards, than thofe planned by the King and the Prince of 
Orange. Six towns, fome of the.m of no great importance, were to be reftored tQ; 

them:: 
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Chap. IV. them: But Ypres, Conde, Valenciennes, and Tournay, in which confifted the 
l:>jS. chief firength of their frontier, -were to remain with France. 

GREAT mur~11urs arofe in England, when it was known, that Flanders was to be 
left in fo defencelefs a condition. The chief complaints were levelled againft the 
King, who, by his concurrence at firft, by his favour afterwards, and by his de
lays at laft, had raifed the power of France to fuch an enormous height, that it 
threatened the general liberties of Europe. Charles, uneafy unde;: thefe imputa
tions, dreading the confequence of loting the affettions of his fubjetts, and perhaps 
difgufted with the fecret article propofed by France, began to wifh heartily for war, 
which, he hoped., would have reftored him to his antient popularity. 

AN ppportunity very unexpeCtedly offered itfelf for his difplaying thefe new 
difpofitions. While the ambaifadors at Nimeguen were concerting the terms of a 
general treaty, the marquis de Balbaces, the Spanifh ambaffador, afked the ambaf
fadors of France, at what time France intended to reftore the fix towns in Flanders. 
They made no difficulty of declaring, that the King, their mafter, being obliged to 
fee an entire reftitution made to the Swedes of all they had loft in the war, could not 
evacuate thefe towns, till that Crown had received fatisfattion; and that this de
tention of places was the only means to induce the Princes of the North to accept 
of the peace. 

THE States immediately gave the King intelligence of a pretenfion, which might 
be attended with fuch dangerous confequences. The King was both furprized and 
angry. He immediately difpatched Temple to concert with the States vigorous 

t-6th of July. meafures for oppt:>fing France. Temple in fix days concluded a treaty, by which 
Lewis was obliged to declare within fixteen after the date, that he would prefently 
evacuate the towns : And in cafe of his refufal. Holland was engaged to continue 
the war, and England immediately to declare againft France, in conjunttion with 
the whole confederacy. 

ALL thefe warlike meafures were fo little feconded by the Parliament, where 
even the French minifters were fufpetted of carrying on fome intrigues, that the 
Commons renewed their former jealoufies againft the King, and voted the army 
jmmediately to be difbanded. The King by a meifage reprefented the danger of 
difarming before peace was concluded; and he recommended to their confideration, 
whether he could honourably recall his forces from thole towns in Flanders, which 
had put themfelves under his protettion, and which had at prefent no other means 
of defence. The Commons agreed co prolong the term with regard to thefe forces. 
Every thing indeed in Europe wore the appearance of war. France had pofitively 
declared, that fhe would not evacmte the towns before the requifite· ceffion was 

made 
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made to Sweden ; and her honour feemed now engaged to fupport that declaration. 
Spain and the Empire, extremely difgufted with the terms of peace, impofed by 
Holland, faw with pleafure the profpetl: of a powerful fupport from the new refo-
lutions of Charles. Holland itfelf, encouraged by the Prince of Orange and his 
party, was not difpleafed to find that the war would be renewed on more equal 
terms. The allied army under that Prince was approaching towards Mons, then· 
blockaded by France. A confiderable body of Englilh forces under the duke of 
Monmouth, were ready to join him. 

CHARLES ufually paired a great part of his time in the women's apartments, 
particularly thofe of the dutchefs of Portfmouth; where, among other gay com
pany, he often met with Barillon, the French ambaffi.dor, a man of polite con
verf;;ltion, who was admitted into all the amufements of that inglorious, but 
agreeable, monarch. It was the charms of this fauntering eafy life, which, 
during the latter part of his life, attached Charles to his miftreffes. By the in
finuations of Barillon and the dutchefs of Portfmouth, an order was, in an un:.. 
guarded hour, procured, which inllantly changed the face of affairs in Europe.: 
One du Cros, a F:rench fugitive monk, was fent to Temple, directing him to• 
apply to the Swediih ambaffador, and perfwade him not to infift on the con
ditions required by France, but t<) fa.crifice to general peace thofe interefts of 
Sweden. Du Cros, who had fecredy received inftrutl:ions from Barillon, pub
lifh~d every where in Holland the commiffion, with which he was intruil:ed; and 
all men took the alarm. It was concluded, that Charles's fudden alacrity for war 
was as fuddenly extingui!bed, and thac no fl:e.~dy meafures could ever be taken 
with England. The King afterwards, when he faw Temple, treated this im~ 
portant matter in raillery ; and faid laughing, that the rogue du Cros had out-: 
witted them all. 

THE negotiations however at Nimeguen frill continued; and the French arrr~ 
baffadors fpun out the time, till the morning of the fatal day, which, by the late· 
treaty between England and Holland, was to determine, whether a fudden peace 
or a lo!1g war was to have place in Chriftendom. The Fren'ch ambaffadors came 
then to Van Beveming, and told him, that they had received orders to confent to 

Chap. IV~ 
1678. 

the evacuation of the towns, and immediately t0 conclude and fign the peace. Van Ift of Au<:>uil, 
Beverning migtt have refufed compliance, becaufe it was now impoffible to procure a 

the confent and concurrence of Spain; but he had entertained fo jufl: an idea of the 
flut1uations in the Englifh councils, and was fo much alarmed by the late commif--
fion given to du Cros, that he deemed it fortunate for the Republic to conclude on 
any terms a dangerous war, where they were likely to be very ill fupported;. The 
papers were inft:antJy drawn up, and figne_d by the minifters of France and Holland 

be .. , 
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Chap. TV. between eleven and twelve o'clock at night. By this treaty, France fecured the 
1678. 

poffeffion of Franchecomte, together with Cambray, Aire, St. Orner, Valen-
ciennes, Tournay, Ypres, Bouchane, Calfel, &c. and reftored to Spain only 
Charleroi, Courtrai, Oudenard, Athe, Ghent, and Limbourg. -

NEXT day Temple received an exprefs from England, which brought the rati
fications of the treaty lately concluded with the States, with orders immediately to 
proceed to the exchange of them. Charles was now returned to his former incli
nations for war with France. 

VAN BEVERNING was loudly exclaimed againft by the ambaffadors of the allies 
at Nimeguen, efpecially thofe of Brandenburg and Denmark, whofe mafters were 
obliged by the treaty to reftore all their acquifitions. The minifters of Spain and 
the Emperor were fullen and difgufted; and all men hoped, , that the States, im
portuned and encour~ged by continual follicitations from England, would difavow 
their ambaffador, and renew the war. The Prince of Orange even took a very ex
traordinary ftep, in order to engage them to that meafure; or perhaps to give vent 
to his own fpleen and refentment. The day after figni,ng the peace at Nimeguen, 
he attacked the French army-at St. Dennis near Mons; and gained fome advantage 
over Luxembourg, who refted fecure on the faith of the treaty, and concluded the 
war to be finifhed. The Prince knew, at leaft had reafon to believe, that the peace 
was figned, tho' it had not been formally notified to him; and he here facrificed 
wantonly, without a proper motive, the lives of many brave men on both fides, 
who fell in this :!harp and well conteil:ed aCtion. 

HYDE was fent over with a view of perfuading the States to difavow Van Be· 
verning; and the King promifed, that England, if :!he might depend on Bolland, 
would immediately declare war, and would purfue it, till France was reduced to 
reafonable conditions. Charles at prefent went farther than words. He hurried on 
the embarkation of his army for Flanders, and all his preparations wore a hofti1e ap
pearance. But the States had been too often deceived to truft him any longer. They 

Pe;tce of Ni- ratified the treaty figned at Nimeguen ; and all the other Powers of Europe were at 
!neguen. ]afr, after much clamour and many difgufl:s, obliged to accept of the terms pre

fcribed to them. 

LEwis had now reached the height of that glory, which ambition can afford: 
His minifl:ers and negotiators appeared as much fuperior to thofe of all Europe in 
the cabinet, as his generals and armies had been experienced in the field. A fuc
cefsful war had been carried on againft an alli:mce, compofed of the greatefr Poten
tates in Europe. Confiderable conquefts h<>d been made, and his ter;itories en
larged on every !lde. An advantageous peace was at lafl: concluded, where he had 
given the law. The allies were fo enraged againft each other, that they were not 

likely 
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likely to cementfoon irr any new confederacy. And thus he had-, during fome 
years, a real and near profpect of attaining the Monarchy of Europe, and of ex
ceeding tl1e Empire of Charlemagne, perhaps equalling that of ancient Rome. 
Had England continued much longer in the fame condition, and under the fame 
government, it is not eafy to conceive, that he could have failed of his purpofe. 

IN proportion as thefe circumftarices exalted the French, they excited indigna
tion among the Englifh, whofe animofity, rouzed by terror, mounted to a great 
height againft that rival nation. Inftead of taking the lead in ~he affairs of Europe, 
Charles, they thought, had, contrary to his own honour and intereft, acted a pare 
entirely fubfervient to the common enemy; and in all his meafures, had ei~her no 
project at all, or fuch as was highly criminal and dangerous. While Spain, Hol
land, the Emperor, the Princes of Germany, called aloud on England to lead 
them to victory and to liberty, and confpired to raife her to a ftation more glo
rious than fhe had ever before attained ; her King, from mean pecuniary views, 
had fecretly fold his alliance to Lewis, and was bribed into an intereft contrary to 
that of his people. His active fchemes in conjunction with France were highly 
pernicious ; his neutrality was equally ignominious ; and the jealous, refractory 
behaviour of the Parliament, tho' in itfelf dangerous, was the only remedy for fo 
many greater ills, with which the public, from the mifguided councils of the King, 
was fo nea:rly threatened. Such were the difpofitions of men's minds at the con
clufion of the peace of Nimeguen: And thefe difpofitions very naturally prepared 
the way for the eve.nts which followed. 

WE muft now return to the affairs of Scotland, which we left in fome diforder, State of af

after the fuppreffion of the infurrection in I 666. The King, who at that time en- fairs in Scot· 

deavoured to render himfelf popular in England, adopted like meafures in Scotland; land. 

and he entrufted ·the government chiefly into the ha~ds of Tweddale, and Sir Ro· 
bert Murray, men of prudence and moderation. Thefe minifters made it their 
principal occupation to compofe the religious differences, which ran very high, and 
for which fcarce any modern nation, but the Dutch, had as yet found out the pro-
per remedy. As rigour and reftraint had failed in Scotland, a fcheme of compre-
·henjion was tried ; by which it was propofed to diminifh greatly the authority of 
bilhops, to abolifh their negative voice in the ecclefiaftical courts, and to leave them 
little more than the right of precedency among the pre:lbyters. But the zealots en-
tertained great jealoufy againft this fLheme. They remembered, that it was by fuch 
gradual fteps, that King James endeavoured to introduce epifcopacy. Should the 
ears and eyes of men be once reconciled to the name and habit of biihops, the whole 
power of the function, they dreaded, would foon follow: The leaft communication 
with unlawful and antichriftian inftitutions they efteemed dangerous and criminal : 

VoL. VI. M m 'J'ou(h 
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'!'ouch ito!, tojle not, handle not; this cry went outamongft them: And the King's 
rninifters at ]aft perceived, that they fhould proftitute the dignity of government, by 
making advances, to which rhe malecontents were determined not to correfpond. 

THE next projetl: adopted was that of indulgence. In profecution of this fcheme, 
the moft popular of the expelled preachers, without requiring any terms offub
miffion to the eftablifhed religion, were fettled in vacant churches ; and fmall fal
laries of about twenty pounds a year were offered to the reft, till they fhoul:d other
wife be provided for. Thefe laft refufed the King's bounty, which they confider
ed as the wages of a criminal filence. Even the former foon repented their com
pliance. The people, who had been accuftomed to hear them rail againft their 
fuperiors, and preach to the times, as they called it, deemed their fermons languid 
and fpiritlefs, when deprived of thefe ornaments. Their ufual gifts, they thought, 
had left them, on account of their fubmifiion, which was ftigmatized as eraftianifm. 
They gave them the appellation, not of minifters of Chrift:, but of the King's cu
rates; as the clergy of the eftabliihed church were commonly denominated the 
/Jifhops curates. The preachers themfelves returned in a little time to their former 
pratl:ices, by which they hoped to regain their former dominion over the minds of 
men; a fuperiority, which no one, who has ever poffeifed it, will willingly, by 
any confideration, be prevailed on to relinquifh. The conVeJ?ticles multiplied 
daily in the Weft: The clergy of the dlablifhed church were infulted: The laws 
were neglected : The Covenanters even met daily in arms at their places of wor
fhip: And tho' they ufually difperfed themfelves after religious fervice, yet the 
government took a juft alarm at feeing men, who were fo entirely governed by 
rheir feditious teachers, dare to fet authority at defiance, and during a time of full 
peace, to put themfelves in a military pofiure. 

THERE was here, it is apparent, in the political body, a difeafe very dangerous 
ar.d inveterate; and the government had tried every remedy, but the true one, to 
allay and correCt it. An unlimited toleration, after fetts have diffufed themfelves 
and are firongly rooted, is the only expedient, which can allay their fervour, and make 
the civil union acquire a fuperiority above religious diftinctions. But as the ope
rations of this regimen are commonly very gradual, and at firft imperceptible, vul~ 
gar politicians are apt, for that reafon, to have recourfe to more hafty and more 
{iangerous remedie~. It is obfervable too, that thefe non· conformifts in Scotland 
neither offered nor demanded toleration ; but laid claim to an entire fuperiority,. 
and to th~ txercife of extreme rigour againft their ad verfaries. The Covenant, which 
they idolized, was a perfecuting, as well as a feditious band of confederacy:. And 
the governmer~t, inftead of treating them like madmen,. who fhould be foothed, and 
flattered, and deceived into tranquillity, thought themfelves intitl~d to a rigid: obe-

diem:i, 
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dience, and were too apt, from a mi!l:aken policy, to retaliate upon the Diffenters, 
who had erred from the fpirit of enthufiafm. 

AMIDST thefe di!l:urbances, a new Parliament was affembled at Edinburgh*; 
and Lauderdale was fent down commiffioner. The zealous prefbyterians, who 
were the chief patrons of liberty, were too obnoxious to refift the meafures of the 
government; and the tyde frill ran {l:rong in favour of Monarchy. The com· 
rniffioner had fuch influence as to get two aCl:s paired, which were of the utmoft 
confequence to the civil and ecclefia!l:icalliberties of the kingdom. By the one, it 
was declared, that the fettling all things with regard to the external government of 
the church was a right of the crown : That whatever related to ecclefla!l:ical meet
ings, matters, and perfons, were to be ordered, according to fuch directions as the 
King fhould fend to his Privy Councif: And that thefe, being publilhed by them~ 
Jhould have the force of laws. The other atl: regarded tbe militia, which the 
King by his own authority had two years before eftablifhed, in place of the army 
which was broke. By this att, the militia was fettled to the number of 22,ooo 
men, who were to be conftantly armed, and regularly difciplined. And it was 
farther en~fred. that thefe troops fhould be held in readinefs to march into Eng
land, Ireland, or any part of the King's dominions, for any caufe in which his 
Majeftis authority, power, or greatnefs, was concerned; on receiving orders, 
not from the King, but the Privy Council of Scotland. 

LAuDERDALE boafted extremely of his fervices in procuring thefe two laws : 
The King by the fo.rmer was rendered abfolute mafter of the church; arid might 
legally, even by an edict, re-efrablilb, if he thought proper, the Catholic religion 
in Scotland: By the latter, he faw a powerful force ready at his calL He nad 
even the advantage of being· able to difguife his orders under the na·me of the 
Privy Council; arid in cafe of failure in his enterprizes, could, by fuch a pretence, 
apologize for his conduCt to the Englilh Parliament. But in proportion as thefe 
laws were agreeable to the King, they gave alatm to the Englilh Commons, and 
were the chief caufe of thofe redoubled attkcks, which they made upon Lauderdale: 
Thefe attacks, however, ferved only to fortify- him in his intereft with the King; 
and tho' it is probable, that die Scots militia, during the divided ftate of that 
kingdom, would,· if matters had come to extremity, have been of very little fer
vice againfl: England ; yet did Charles regard the credit of it as a confiderable fup~ 
port to his authority : And Lauderdale, by degrees, became the prime or rather 
{ole minifier for Scotland. The natural indolence of the King difpofed him to 
give entire confidence to a man, who had fo f<~r extended the royal prerogative.'
and who was frill difpofed to render it abfolutely uncontroulable. 

• 19th of Otlober, 166g. 
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hr .a fubfequent feffion of the fame Parliament*, a fevere law was enaCted againft 
conventicles. Ruinous fines were impofed both on the preachers and hearers, even 
if the meetings had been in houfes ; but field conventicles were fubjeCted to the 
penalty of death and confifcarion of goods : Four hundred marks Scots were of· 
fered as a reward to thofe who fhould feize the criminals ; and they were indem· 
nified for any £laughter, which they fhould commit in the execution of fuch an 
undertaking. And as it was found difficult to get evidence againft thefe conven· 
tides, however numerous, it was enaCted by another law, that, whoever, being 
required by the Council, refufed to give information upon oath, fhould be punifh
ed by arbitrary fines, by imprifonment, or by bani!hment to the plantations. 
Thus all perfecution naturally, or rather neceffarily, adopts the iniquities, as well 
as rigors, of the inquifition. What a confiderable part of· the fociety confider as 
their duty and honour, and the others are apt to regard with compaffion and in
dulgence, can by no other expedient be fubjetl.ed to fuch fevere penalties as the 
natural fentiments of mankind appropriate only to the greateft crimes. 

THo' Lauderdale found this ready compliance in the Parliament, a party was 
formed againft him, of which duke Hamilton was the head. · Next feffion t, this 
party had become confiderabte : And many were difgufted, as well with Lauder
dale's infolence, as with the grievances, under which the nation laboured. The 
firfl Parliament of this reign had acknowledged, that the regulation of all foreign 
trade was an inherent branch of royal prerogative. In confequence of this im
portant concefiion, the King, by an att of council, had prohibited the importa
tion of brandy and all fpirits; and the execution of this edict was committed to 
lord Elphinftone, a relation of Lauderdale's. Elphinftone made no other ufe of 
this power than to fell licences to the merchants, by which expedient he gained 
great fums to himfelf, tho' to the lofs of the revenue, as well as of the kingdom. 
A monopoly of falt had alfo been granted to lord Kincardine ; and a new impofi
tion on tobacco had been beftowed in gift upon Sir John Nicolfon, for the benefit 
of himfelf and fome friends of Lauderdale. When thefe grievances were complain
ed of, the commifiioner, who was defirous to prevent all parliamentary inquiry:, 
chafe rather to redrefs them in council ; and he accordingly cancelled the three 
patent& complained of. But as farther grievances were mentioned, and a general 
reprefentation of the ftate of the kingdom was propofed to be made by Parliament; 
Lauderdale oppofed, as a barrier, the Lords of Articles, without whofe confent, 
he faid, no motion could be received. Men were now convinced of their impru
dence in reftoring that infti.tution, which rendered all national affemblies in a man-:: 
ner ufelefs for the redrefs of grievances. 

* z.8th of July, 16;o. t 11th of June, 1673· 
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HAMILTON, Tweddale, and others went to London, and applied to the King, Chap. IV .. 
who was alone able to correct the abufes of Lauderdale's adminiftration. But even. 1678• 

their complaints to him might be dangerous ; and all approaches of truth to the 
Throne were barred by the ridiculous law againft leafing-making; a Jaw, which 
feems to have been extorted by the antient nobles, in order to proteCt their own 
tyranny, oppreffion, and injuftice. Great precautions, therefore, were ufed by the 

_Scots malecontents in their reprefentations to the King; but no redrefs was ob
tained. Charles loaded them with careffes, and continued Lauderdale in his au
thority. 

A VER v bad, at Ieaft a fevere ufe was made of this authority. The Privy 
Council difpoffefTed twelve gentlemen or noblemen of their houfes *; and thefe 
houfes were converted into fo many garrifons, eftablifhed for the fuppreffion of 
conventicles. The nation~ it was pretended, was really, on account of thefe re· 
ligious affemblies, in a ftate of war; and by the ancient Jaw, the King, in fuch 
an emergence, was empowered to pla£e a garrifon in any houfe, where he fhould 
judge it expedient. 

IT were endlefs to recount every act of violence and arbitrary authority exercifed 
during Lauderdale's adminiftration. All the lawyers were put from the bar, nay,. 
banifhed by the King's order twelve miles from Edinburgh, and by that means 
the whole juftice of the kingdom was fufpended for a year; till thefe lawyers were 
brought to declare it as their opinion, that all appeals to Parliament were illegal. 
A letter was procured from the King, for turning out twelve of the chief magif
trates of Edinburgh, and declaring them incapable of all public office; tho' their 
only crime had been their want of compliance with Lauderdale. The boroughs 
of Scotland have a privilege of meeting once a year by their deputies, in order 
to confider the frate of trade, and make bye-laws for its regulation: In this con
vention, a petition was voted, complaining of fame )ate laws, which obftrutled 
commerce; and praying the King, that he would impower his commiffioner, ill 
the next feffion of Parliament, to give his affent to the repealing them. For 
this prefumption, as it was called, feveral of the members were fined and impri· 
foned. One More, a member of Parliament, having moved in the Houfe, that, 
in imitation of the Englilli Parliament, no bill fhould pafs except after three 
readings, he was for this pretended offence immediately fent to prifon by the 
commiffioner. 

THE private deportment of Lauderdale was as infolent and provoking as his. 
public adminifhation was violent and tyrannical. Juftice likewife was univerfall~· 

• In I6i5· 
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m.h IV perverted by faClion and intereft: And from the great rapacity of that duke, and -.c ap. • 
1678. Hill more of his dutchefs, all offices and favours were openly put to fale. No one 

was allowed to approach the Throne who was not dependant on him ; and no re. 
medy could be hoped for or obtained againft his manifold oppreffions. The cafe 
of Mitchel fhows~ that this minifter was as much devoid of truth and honour as 
of lenity and juftice. 

MITCHEL, was a defperate fanatic, and had entertained a refolution of aifaffi
nating Sharpe, archbifhop of St. Andrews, who, by his former apoftacy and 
fubfequent rigour, had rendered himfelf extremely odious to all men, efpecial· 
ly to the Covenanters. In the year 1668, Mitchel fired a piftol at the primate, 
as he was fitting in his coach ; but the bithop of Orkney, ftepping into the coach~ 
happened to ftretch out his arm, which intercepted the ball, and was much ihat
tered by it. This happened in the principal ftreet of the city; but fo generally 
was the archbifhop detefted, that the aifaffin was allowed peaceably to walk off; 
and having turned. a ftreet or two, and thrown off a wig, which difguifed him, he 
immediately appeared in public, and remained altogether unfufpected. Some years 
afterwards, Sharpe remarked a man, who feemed to eye him very eagerly; and 
being ftill anxious, left an attempt of aifaffination fhould be renewed, he ordered 
him to be feized and examined. Two loaded piftols were found upon htm; 
and as he was now concluded to be the author of the former attempt, Sharpe 
promifed, that, if he would: confefs his guilt, he fhould· be difmiffed without 
any punifhment. Mitchel; was fo credulous as to believe him ; but was imme
diately produced before the council by the faithlefs primate. The council, hav. 
ing no proof againft him, but hoping to involve the whole body of Covenan
ters in this odious crime, very folemnly renewed the promife of pardon, if he 
would make a full difcovery; and it was a great difappointment to them, when 
they found, upon his confeffion, that only one perfon, who was now dead, had 
been acquainted with his bloody refolutions. Mitchel was next carried before a court 
of judica~ure·, and required to renew his confeffion; but being apprehenfive, that, 
tho' a pardon for life had been promifed him, other corporal punifbments might 
frill be infliCted, he refufed compliance; and was fent back to prifon. He was 
ne-xt examined before the council, under pretence of his being concerned in the in· 
furretl:ion at· Pentland ; and tho' no proof appeared againft him, he was put to the 
queftion, and contrary to the moil: obvious principles of equity, was urged to ac
cufe himfelf. He endured the torture with fingular refolution, and continued ob· 
ftinate in the denial of a crime, of which, it is believed, he really was not guilty. 
Inftead of obtaining his liberty, he was fent to the Bafs, a very high rock, furround
ed by the fea; at this time converted into a ftate prifon, and full of the unhappy 

1 Cove-
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Covenanters. He there remained in great mifery, loaded with irons; till the year 
i 677, when it was refolv-ed by fome new examples to £hike a frelli terror into the 
perfecuted, but ftill obftinate enthufiafts. Mitchel was then brought before a court 
of judicature, and put upon his trial, for an attempt to alfaffinate an archbifhop 
and a privy counfellor. His former confeffion was pleaded againft him, and was
proved by the teftimony of the duke of Lauderdale, lord comrniffioner, lord Hatton. 
his brother, deputy treafurer, the earl of Rothes, chancellor, and the primate him· 
felf. Mitchel, be fides maintaining that the Privy Council was no court of judica
ture, and that a confefiion before them was not judicial, afferted, that he had been 
engaged to make that confeffion by a folemn promife of pardon which had beea 
given him. The four privy counfellors denied upon oath, that any fuch promife 
had ever been given. The prifoner then defired, that the council books might be 
produced in court; and even offered a copy of that day's proceedings to be read ;. 
but the Privy Counfellors maintained, that, after they had made oath, no farther 
proof could be admitted, and that the books of Privy Council contained the King's 
fecrets, which were on no account to be divulged. They were not probably aware~ 
when they fwore, that the clerk having engroffed the promife of pardon in thenar
rative of Mitchel's confeffion, the whole minute had been figned by the chancellor,. 
and that the proofs of their perjury were by that means committed to record. 
Tho' the prifoner was condemned, Lauderdale was ftill incli11ed to pardon him; 
but the unrelenting primate rigorouQy infifted upon his execution,. and faid, that, 
if affaffins remained unpunithed, his life muft be expofed to perpetual danger-. 
Mitchel was accordingly executed at Edinburgh in January 1678. Such a com~ 
plication of cruelty and treachery £hews the charaCter of thofe minifters to whom 
the King had entrufred the government of Scotland. 

LAuDERDALE's adminiftration, befides the iniquities arifing from the extreme 
violence of his temper, and the ftill greater iniquities infeparable from all: projeCtS· 
of perfecution, was atcended wi:th other circumftances, which engaged him into· 
fevere and arbitrary meafures. An abfolute government was to be introduced, 
which on its commencement is often moft rigorous ; and tyranny was ftin obliged,, 
for want of military power, to cover itfelf under an appearance of law; a fituati-on 
which rendered it extremely aukward in its motions, and by provoking oppo,
fition, extended the fury of its oppreffions. 

THE rigours, exercifed aga.inft conventicles, infiead ofbreaking the fpiritofthe 
fanatics, had tended only, as is ufual, to render them more obftinate in their errors ,. 
to increafe the fervour of their zeal, to li·nk them mote clofely with each other, andl 
to enflame them againfl: the eftablilbed hierarchy. The Commonalty, almoft 
every where in the South, particularly in the Weftern counties, frequented conven· 
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ticles without referve; and the g-:ntry, tho• they themfelves commonly abftained 
from thefe illegal places of worfhip, connived at this irregularity in their inferiors. 
In order to engage the former on the fide of the perfecutors, a bond or contraCt was 
by order of the Privy Council tendered to the landlords in the Weft, by which they 
were to engage for the good behaviour of their tenants; and in cafe any tenant fre .. 
quented a conventicle, they were to fubjett themfelves to the fame fine as could by 
law. be exatl:ed from the delinquent. It was ridiculous to give fantl:ion to laws by 
voluntary contraCts: It was iniquitous to make one man anfwerable for another's 
condutl:: It was illegal to impofe fuch hard conditions upon men, who had no wife 
offended. For thefe reafons, the greateft part of the gentry refufed to fign thofe 
bonds; and Lauderdale, enraged at this oppofition, endeavoured to break their 
fpirit by expedients, which were ftill more unufual and more arbitrary~ 

THE law enacted againft conventicles, had called them feminaries of rebellion. 
'This expreffion, which was nothing but a fiourilh of rhetoric, Lauderdale and the 
Privy Council were willing to underftand in a literal fenfe; and becaufe the weftern 
counties abounded in conventicles, tho' otherwife in the moft profound peace, they 
pretended, that thefe counties were in a ftare of atl:ual war and rebellion. They made 
therefore an agreement with fame highland chieftains, to call out their clans to the 
number of 8ooo men: to thefe they joined the guards, and the militia of Angus: 
And they fent the whole to live on free quarter upon the lands of fuch as had re
fufed the bonds illegally required of them. The obnoxious counties were the moO: 
popu·lous and moil induftrious in Scotland : The highlanders were the people the 
moft diforderly and the leaft civilized. It is eafy to imagine the havoc and defl:ruc
tion, which enfued. A multitude, not accuftomed to military difcipline, averfe 
to the reftraint of laws, trained up in rapine and violence, were let loofe amidfl: 
thofe whom thel' were taught to regard as enemies to their Prince and to their re
ligion. Nothing efcaped their ravenous hands: By hardlhips, and fometimes by 
tortures, men were obliged to difcover their concealed wealth. Neither age, nor 
fex, nor innocence afforded protection : And the gentry, finding that even thofe 
who had been moft compliant, and who had fubfcribed the bonds, were alike ex· 
pofed to the rapacity of thofe barbarians, confirmed themfel ves frill more in the ob
ftinate refolution of refufing them. The voice of the nation was raifed againft this 
enormous outrage; and after two months free quarter, the highlanders were at Iaft 
fent back to their bills, loaded with the fpoils and execrations of the Weft. 

THosE who had been engaged to fubfcribe the bonds, could find no fecurity but 
by turning out fuch tenants as they fufpected of an inclination to conventicles, and 
thereby depopulating their eftates. To encreafe the mifery of thefe unhappy tenants 
the council enatled, that none fhould be received any where, or allowed a habitation, 

who 
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wh'o brought not a certificate of his conformity from the parilh minifrer. That Chap. IV. 
the obftinate and refractory might not efcape farther perfecution, a new device 16i 8• 

was fallen upon. By the law of Scotland, any man, who 1hould go before a ma-
giftrate, and fwear that he thought himfelf in danger from another, might obtain 
a writ of law-burrows, as it was called ; by which the latter was bound, under 
the penalty of imprifonment and outlawry, to find fecurity for his good behaviour. 
Lauderdale entertained the abfurd notion of making the King fue for writs of 
·taw-burrows againft his fubjeCls. On this pretence, the refufers of the bonds were 
fummoned to appear before the council, and were required to bind themfelves. 
under the penalty of two years rent, neither to frequent conventicles themfelves, 
nor allow their family and tenants to be prefent at thofe unlawful affemblies. Thus 
chicanery was joined to tyranny ; and the Majefl:y of the King, inftead of being 
exalted, was in reality profl:ituted ; as if he were obliged to feek the fame fecu-
rity, which one neighbour might require of another. 

IT was an old law, but feldom executed, that a man, who was accufed of any 
crime, and did not appear, in order to take his trial, might be intercommuned, that 
is, he might be publicly outlawed ; and whoever afterwards, either on account of 
bufinefs, relation, nay charity, had the leaft intercourfe with him, was fubjeCl:ed 
to the :.1me penalties as could by law be infliCted on the criminal himfelf. A great 
many writs of intercommuning were now iffued againfl: the hearers and preachers in 
conventicles; and by this fevere and even abfurd law, crimes and guilt went on 
multiplying in a geometrical proportion. Where laws themfelves are fo violent, 
it is no wonder that an adminiftration 1hould be tyrannical. 

LEsT the cry of an oppreffed people 1hould reach the Throne, the council for
bad, under high penalties, every nobleman or gentleman of landed property to 
leave the kingdom. A fevere edict, efpecially where the Sovereign himfelf refided 
in a foreign country. N otwithftanding this act of council, Caffilis firit, after
wards Hamilton and Tweddale, went to London, and laid their complaints before 
the King. Thefe violent proceedings of Lauderdale were very oppoflte to the 
natural temper of Charles ; and he immediately iffued orders for difcontinuing 
the bonds and the writs of law-burrows. But as he was commonly little touched 
with what lay at a difl:ance, he entertained not the proper indignation againfl: thofe 
who had abllfed his authority. Even while he retraCted thefe oppreffive meafures, 
he was prevailed with to avow and praife them in a letter, which he wrote to the 
privy council. This proof of confidence might fortify the hands of the minifl:ry, 
but the King ran a manifefl: hazard of lofing the affections of his fubjects, by not 
permitting even thofe who were defirous of it, to diflinguifh between him and 
their oppreffors.. 
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IT is reported*, that Charles, after a full hearing of the debates concerning 
Scots affairs, faid, " I perceive that Lauderdale has been guilty of many bad thinga 
"' againft the people of Scotland ; but I cannot find, that he has acted any thing 
'' contrary to my intereft.'' A fentiment moft unworthy of a fovereign! 

DuRING the abfence of Hamilton and the other difcontented Lords, the King 
allowed Lauderdale to fummon a convention of eftates at Edinburgh. This con
vention, be fides granting fame money, beftowed applaufes on all Lauderdale's ad
miniftration, and in their addreffes to the King, expreffed the higheft contentment 
and fatisfaCl:ion. But thefe inftances of complaifance had the contrary effeCl: in 
England from what was expeCl:ed by the contrivers of them. All men there con
cluded, that in Scotland the very voice of liberty was totally fuppreffed i and that, 
by the prevalence of tyranny_, grievances were fo rivetted, that it was become 
dangerous even to mention them, or complain to the Prince, who alone was ca
pable of redreffing them. From the Oavery of the neighbouring ki.ngdom, they 
inferred the arbitrary difpofitions of the King; and from the violence, with which 
fovereign power was there exercifed, they apprehended the miferies, which might 
enfue to themfelves, upon their lofs of liberty. If perfecution by a proteftant 
church could be carried to fuch extremities, what might be dreaded from the pre
valence of popery, which had ever, in all ages, made open profeffion of exter
minating by fire and fword every oppofite feet or communion 2 and if the firft 
approaches towards unlimited authority were fa tyrannical, ho wdifmal its final 
cftablifhment; when all dread of oppofition 1hall at laft be removed by merce
nary armies, and all fenfe of 1hame by long and inveterate habit l 
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CJ'he popijh plot.-Oates's Narrative.-.And charaeler.-Coleman•s 
letters.-Go4frey' s murder.-General conflernation.-'l'he Par
liament.-Zeal of the Parliament.-Bedlols narrative.-.Accu
Jation of Danby.--His impeachment. Dijfolution qf the long 
Parliament.-Its charaCler.-Trial of Coleman.-Of Ireland. 
-New eletlions.-Duke of Monmouth.-Duke qf York retires 
to Brujfels.-New Parliament.-Danby's impeachment.-Popijh 
plot.-New councii.-Limitations on a popijh fucce.ffor.-Bi/1 of 
exclz!fion.-Habeas corpus bifl.-Prorogation and dilfolution of the 
Parliament-Trial and executio?NJf the five Jifuits.-.And if Lang
horne.-Wakeman acquitted.-State if affairs in Scotland.
Battle of Bothwel bridge. 

T HE Englifh nation, ever fince the fatal league with France, had enter- Chap. V. 
tained violent jealoufies againft the Court; and the fubfequent rneafures 167

8
• 

adopted by the King, had tended more to encreafe than cure the general prejudices. 
Some rnyfterious defign was frill fufpecred in every enterprize and profeffion : Ar-
bitrary power and popery were apprehended as the fcope of all projects: Each 
breath or rumour made the people fiart with anxiety: Their enemies, they thought, 
were in their very bofom, and had got poffeffion of their Sovereign's confidence. 
While in this timorous, jealous difpofition, the cry of a plot all on a fudden ftruck 
their ears : They were wakened from their number ; and like men affrighted and 
in the dark, took every fh.adow for a fpeB:re. The terror of each man became 
the fource of terror to another. And an univerfal panic being diffufed, reafon 
and argument, and common fenfe, and common humanity loft all influence over 
them. From this difpofition of men's minds we are to account for the progrefs 
and credit of the POPISH PLOT; an event, which would otherwife appear prodi- The popilh 

gious and altogether inexplicable. plot. 

ON the twelfth of Auguft, one Kirby, a chemift:, accofted the King, as he was 
walking in the Park: " Sir," faid he, '' keep within the cumpany : Your ene-
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" mies have a defign upon your life; and you may be fhot in this very walk..u 
Being aiked the reafon of thefe ftrange fpeeches, he faid, that two men, called 
Grove and Pickering, had engaged to fhoot the King, and Sir George Wake
man, the ~een's phyfician, to poifon him. This intelligence, he added, had 
been communicated to him by doB:or Tongue ; whom, if permitted, he would 
introduce to his Majefl:y. Tongue was a divine of the church of England; a man 
active, refl:lefs, full of projeCts,. devoid of underfl:anding. He brought papers to 
the King, which contained information ~f a plot, and were digefl:ed into forty- · 
three articles. The King not hav.ing leifure to perufe them, fent· them to the 
lord treafure~, Danby, anc~ ordered the two informers to lay the bufinHs before 
that miniil:er. Tongue c.Qnfeffed to Danby, that he himfelf had not drawn the 
papers, that theyhad been fecretly thrqll: under·his do9r,. and tha.t, tho' he fuf
peB:ed, he did not certain!y ~now who was the author. After a few day~ here
turned, and told the treafurer, that his fufpicioris, he found, were jufl:; that the 
author of the intelligenc~, whom h~ bad .met twice or thrice in-the ftreet, had 
acknowleged the v.:hole matter, and had given him. a more particular ~<:count 
of the confpi<racy; but defired, that. h.i,s nalJle might b~ concealed, being appre-
henfive left the papifts fhould murder him. · 

THE information was renewed with regard to Grc;w~~~ and Pickering~s inten
tions of fhooting the King ; and Tongue even pretended, that, at a particular time;. 
they were to fet out for Windfor with that intention. Orders were given for ar
refting them, fo foon as they fhould appear in that place : But tho' this alarm was 
more than once renewed, fome frivolous reafons were fti]l found by Tongue for 
their delaying the journey. Apd the King concluded, both from thefe evafions,, 
and from the m,yfl:erious,. artificial manner of communicating the intelligence,.l 
that the whole was a fi:ti:ion. 

ToNGUE came next to th~ treafurer, and told him, that a pacquet of letters,. 
wrote by jefuits concerned in the plot, was that night to be put into the poft.-houfe 
for Windfor, directed to Bedingfield, a jefuit, confeffor to the, Duke. When 
this intelligence was conveyed to the King, he replied, that the pacquet mentioned 
had a few hours before been brought to the Duke by Bedingfield ; who faid, that 
he fufpected fame bad defign upon him, that the letters feemed to contain mat
ters of a dangerous import, and that he knew them not to be the hand-writing· 
of the perfons whofe names were fubfcribed to them. This incident ftill farther. 
confirmed the King in his inaedulity. 

THE matter had probably flept in this pofiure for ever, had. it not been the an .. 
xiety of the Duke, who, hearing that priefts and jefuits and even his own confef
for had been accufed, was defirous, that a thorough enquiry ihould be made by 

the 



CHARLES II. 

.the cout)cil .into the pretended confpiracy. Kirby and Tongue were enquired Chap. V. 
1678. 

after, and were now found to be living in clofe conjuntl:ion with Titus Oates, 
the perfon wh.o was faid to have conveyed the firtl: intelligence to Tongue. 
Oates affirmed, that he had fallen under fufpicion with the jefuits ; that he had 
.received thre~ blows with a frick, and a box on the ear from the provincial of that 
·order~ for revealing their confpiracy; and that over-hearing them fpeak of their 
intentions to. ptlnifh him more feverely, he had withdrawn, and concealed him-
f~:df. This m~n) in whofe breaft was lodged a fecret, involving the fate of Kings, 
and kingdoms, was allowed to remain in fuch neceffity, that Kirby was obliged to 
fupply him with daily bread; and it was a joyful furprize to him, when he heard, 
that the council were at laft difpofed to take fon'le notice of his intelligence. But 

as he expected more encouragement from the public, than from the King or his 

minifters, he thought proper, before he was prefented to the council, to go with 
his two compan.ions to Sir Edmundibury Godfrey, a noted and aCtive jllfl:ice of 
p~ace,_ and to g~ve evidence before him of all the articles of the confpiracy. 

· THE wo,nde~ful ·intellig~nce, which Oat€s conveyed both to Godfrey and the Oat<t~s narra• 

c0'up~iJ, and. afterwards t-o the Parliament, was to this purpofe *. The Pope, he tive. 

faid~ on examining the ·matter in the congregation de propaganda fide, had found 
himfelf entitled to--the poffeffion of England and Ireland on account of the herefy 
of Prince and peopte, and had accordingly ·affumed the fovereignty of thefe king-
doms. This fupreme power he had thought proper to delegate to the fociety of 
jefuits; and de Oliva, general of :that order; in confeque~ce of the papal grantso 
had exerted every act of regal authority, and particularly had fupplied, by com-
miffions under the feal of the fociety, all the chief offices, both civil and mili-
tary.. Lo~d Arundel was created chancellor, lord Pow is treafurer, Sir William 
Godolphin privy feal, ColemaQ fecretary of ftate, Langhorne attorney general, 
lord Bdlafis, g_eneral a;f the papaLarmy, lord Pe•ters lieutenant general, lord Staf-
ford pay-mafter ; and inferior com millions, frgned by the provinciai·of the jefuics~ 
were alfo difl:ributed to men of all ranks. All the dignities of the churcho 
were filled, and many of them with Spaniards and other foreigners. The pro-
vincial had held a confult of the jefuits under his authority ; where the King, 
whom they opprobiouf1y called the Black Baftard, was folernnly tried and con-
demned as a heretic; and a refolution taken to put him to death. Father le Shee 
(for fo this great plotter and informer called father la Chaife, confeifor to the 
French King, a man of probity and humanity) had configned in London ten thou-
fand pounds to be paid to any man, who lhould merit it by this affaffination. A 
Spanifh provincial. had expreffed like liberality: The prior of the Benedictines> 

* Oates's Narrative. 
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was willing to go the length of fix thoufand pounds: The Dominicans approved 
of the action; but pleaded poverty. Ten thoufand pounds had been offered to 
Sir George Wakeman, the ~een's phyfician, who demanded fifteen thoufand, as 
a reward for fo great a fervice: His demand was complied with; and five thoufand 
had been paid him by advance. Left this means fbould fail, four Irifh ruffians had 
been employed by the jefuits, at the rate of twenty guineas a-piece, to ftab the King 
at Wind for; and Coleman, late fecretary to :the dutchefs of York, had given the 
meifenger, who carried them orders, a guinea to quicken his diligence. Grove and 
Pickering were alfo employed to fhoot the King with filver bullets : The former 
was to receive the fum of fifteen hundred pounds; the latter, being a pious man, 
was to be rewarded with thirty thoufand maffes, which, eftimating maffes at a 
ihilling a-piece, amounted to a like value. Pickering would have executed his 
purpofe, had not the flint at one time dropt out of his piftol, at another time the 
pnmmg. Coniers, the jefuit, had bought a knife at the price of ten 1hillings, 
which, he thought, was not dear, confidering the purpofe for which he intended it, 
to wit, ftabbing the King. Letters of fubfcription were circulated among the ca
tholics all over England to raife a fum for the fame purpofe. No lefs than· fifty 
jefuits had met in May laft, at the White-horfe tavern, where it was unanimoufiy 
agreed to put the King to death. This fynod did afterwards, for more convenience, 
divide themfelves into many lefs cabals or companies; and Oates was employed to 
carry notes and letters from one to another, all tending to the fame end of mur
thering the King. He even carried, from one company to another, a paper, in which 
they formally expreffed their refolution of executing that deed ; and it was/regu
larly fubfcribed by all of them. A wager of an hundred pounds was laid, and 
frakes made, that the King fhould eat no more Chriftmas pyes. In fhort, it was 
determined, to ufe the expreffion of a jefuit, that if he would not become R. C. 
(Roman catholic) he fhould no longer be. C. R. (Charles rex). The great fire 
of London had been the work of the jefuits, who had employed eighty or eighty
fix perfons for that purpofe, and had expended feven hundred fire-balls; but they 
had a good return for their charges; for they had been able to pilfer goods from the 
fire to the value of fourteen thoufand pounds: The jefuits had alfo raifed another 
fire on St. Margaret's Hill~ whence they had ftolen goods to the value of two thou
fand pounds: Another at Southwark; and it was determined in like manner to 
burn all the chief cities in England. A paper model was already framed for the 
firing of London; the ftations were regularly marked out, where the feveral fires 
were to commence; and the whole plan of operations was fo concerted, that 
precautions were taken by the jefuits to vary their meafures, according to the va .. 
riations of the winds. Fire balls were familiarly called among them Teuxbury 
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mufl:ard-pills; and were faid to contain a notable biting fauce. In the great fire, Chap. V. 
it had been determined to murther the King; but he had difcovered fuch dili- 167&.. 

gence and humanity in extinguifhing the flames, that even the jefuits relented, and 
fpared his life. Befides thefe affaffinations and fires ; infurretl:ions, rebellions, 
and maffacres were projetl:ed by that religious order in all the three kingdoms. 
There were twenty thoufand Catholics in London, who would rife in four and 
twenty hours or lefs; and Jennifon, a jefuit, faid, that they might ealily cut the 
throats of an hundred thoufand Protefl:ants. Eight thoufand Catholics had agreed 
to take arms in Scotland. Ormond was to be murthered by four jefuits; age-
neral maffacre of the Irifh Proteftants was concerted ; and forty thoufand black 
bills were already provided for that purpofe. Coleman had remitted two hun-
dred thoufand pounds to promote the rebellion in Ireland ; and the French King 
was to land a great army in that ifiand. Poole, who wrote the Synopfis, Wa<S par
ticularly marked out for a1faffination ; as was alfo, Dr. Sti1lingfleet, a controver• 
fial writer againft the Papifl:s. Burnet tells \lS, that Oates paid him the fame com:oo 
pliment. After all this havock, the crown was to be offered to the Duke; but Oil 

the following conditions ; that· he receive it as a gift from the Pope; that he 
confirm all the papal commiffions for offices and employments ; that he ratify a:ll 
paft tranfaB:ions, by pardoning the incendiaries, and the murderers of his brother 
and of the people ; and that he confent to the utter extirpation of the protefl:ant 
.religion. lf he refufe thefe conditions, he himfelf was immediately to be poifoned 
or affaffinated. 'fo pot James mufl go; according to the expreffion afcribed by 
Oates to the jefuits. 

OATES, the informer of this dreadful pfot, was himfeff the moll: infam01:1s- of And cha-. 
mankind. He was the fan of an anabaptifl: preacher, chaplain to colonel Pride·; raeter. 

but having taken orders in the church, he had been provided in a fmall living by 
the duke of Norfolk. He had been indicted for perj.ury ; and by fome means hacl. 
efcaped. He was afterwards a chaplain on board the fleet; whence he had beea 
rlifmiifed on complaint of fome unnatural pratl:ices, not fit to be named. He then 
became a convert to the Catholics; but he afterwards boafted, that his converfion 
was a mere pretence, in order to get into their fecrets, and to· betray them * : He 
was fent over to the jefuit's college at ~t. Omers, and tho' above thirty years of age, 
he there lived fame time among the fl:udents. He was defpatched on an errand to 

Spain; and thence returned to St. Omers;: where the jefuits, heartily tired of their 
convert, at laft difmiifed him. from their femin,ary. It is likely, that, from refent-
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ment of this ufage, he was induced, in combination with Tongue, to contrive 
that plot, of which he accufed the Catholics. 

THis abandoned man, when examined before the couP·~: I, betrayed his impoC 
tares in fuch a manner, as would have utterly difcredited the moll: confill:ent 
ftory, and the moll: reputable evidence. While in Spain, he had been carried, he 
faid, to Don John, who promifed great affill:ance to the execution of the catholic 
clefigns. The King afked him, what fort of man Don }~:m was: He anfwered, 
a tall, lean man; directly contrary to truth, as the King we1! knew*. He totally 
mifl:ook the fituation of the jefuits college at Paris t. . rho' he pretended great 
intimacies with Coleman, he knew him not, when placed very near him ; and had 
no other excufe than that his fight was bad in candle-light :j:~ l-Ie Jell into like 
miftakes with regard to Wakeman. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe objeCtions, great attention was paid to Oates~s evi. 
clence, and the plot became very foon the fubject of converfation, and even the ob· 
jeCl: of terror to the people. The violent animofity, which had been excited 
againft the Catholics in general, made the public fwallow the groffefl: abfurditi~s, 
when they accompanied an accufation of thofe religionifts: And the more dia
bolical any contrivance appeared, the better it fuited the tremendous idea enter· 
tained of a jefuit. Danby likewife, who ftood in oppofition to the French and 
catholic interefl: at court, was willing to encourage eyery ftory, which might ferve 
to clifcredit that party. By his fuggeftion, when a warrant was figned for arrefl:
ing Coleman, there was inferted a claufe for feizing his papers; a circumftance 
attended with the moft important confequences. / 

COLEMAN, partly on his own account, partly by orders from the Duke, had been 
engaged in a correfpondence with father Ia Chaife, with the Pope's nuncio at Bruf· 

· fels, and with other Catholics abroad ; and being himfelf a fiery zealot, bufy and 
fanguine, the expreffions in his letters often betrayed great violence and indifcre
tion. His correfpondence during the years 1674, 1675, and part of 1676, was 
feized, and contained many extraordinary paifages. In particular, he faid to la 
Chaife, " We have here a mighty work upon our hands, no Iefs than the con
" verfion of three kingdoms~ and by that perhaps the utter fubduing of a peftilent 
" herefy, which has a long time domineered over a great part of this northern 
" world. There were never fuch hopes of fuccefs, fince the days of C2.!:1een Mary, 
" as now in our days. God has given us a Prince;'' meaning the DJke, " who 
" is become (may I fay a miracle) zealous of being the author and inf1rument of 
'' fo glorious a work; but the oppofition we are fure to meet with is alfo like to 
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" be great: So that it imports us to get all the aid and affiil:ance we can." In another 
letter he faid, " I can fcarce believe myfelf awake, or the thing real, when I think 
" of a Prince, in fuch an age as we live in, converted to fuch a degree of zeal and 
" piety, as not to regard any thing in the world in comparifon of God Almighty's 
" glory, the falvation of his own foul, and the converfion of our poor kingdom." 
In other paffages, the intereil:s of the Crown of England, thofe of the French King, 
and thofe of the catholic religion are fpoke of as infeparable. The Duke is alfo 
faid to have connected his intereil:s unalterably with thofe of Lewis~ The King 
himfelf, he affirms, is always inclined to favour the Catholics, when he may do it 
without hazard. " Money," Coleman adds, " cannot fail of perfuading the King 
" to any thing. There is nothing it cannot make him do, were it ever fo much 
" to his prejudice. It has fuch an abfolute power over him, that he cannot refift 
'' it. Logic, in our court, built upon money, has more powerful charms than any 
" other fort of argument." For thefe reafons, he propofes to father la Chaife, 
that the French King ihould remit the fum of 3oo,ooo pounds, on condition that 
the Parliament be diffolved ; a meafure, to which, he fays, the King was, of him
felf, fufficiently inclined, were it not for his hopes of obtaining money from that 
affemb1y. The Parliament, he faid, had already conftrained the King to make 
peace with Holland, contrary to the intereil:s of the catholic religion, and of his 
mofl: chriil:ian majefty : And if they fhould meet again, they would furely engage 
him farther, and even to make war againft France. It appears alfo from the fame 
letters, that the atfembling the Parliament fo late as April in the year 1 6 7 5, had 
been procured by the intrigues of the catholic and French party, who thereby in
tended to ihow the Dutch and other confederates abroad, that they could expeCt 
no affiil:ance from England. 

WHEN the contents of thefe letters were publicly known, they diffufed the pa.: 
nic, with which the nation began already to be feized on account of the popilh plot,. 
Men reafoned more from their fears and their paffions than from the evidence be
fore them. It is certain, that the active and enterprizing fpirit of the catholic 
church, particularly of the jefuits, merits attention, and is, in fome degree, danger
ous, to every other communion. Such zeal of profelytifm aCtuates that feet, that 
its miffionaries have penetrated into every nation of the globe: and in one fenfe, 
there is a popijh plot perpetually carried on againft all il:ates, Proteil:ant, Pagan, and 
Mahometan. It is like wife very probable, that the converfion of the Duke, and 
the favour of the King, had infpired the catholic priefts with new hopes of recover
ing in thefe iOands their loft dominion, and gave frefh vigour to that intemperate 
zeal, by which they are commonly aCtuated. Their firft aim was to obtain a to
leration ; and fuch was the evidence, they believed, of their theological tenets, 
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that, could they but procure entire liberty, they muft infallibly in time open ~the 
eyes of the people. After they had converted confiderable numberst they might 
be enabled, they hoped, to re-inftate themfelves in full authority, and entirely to 
fupprefs that herefy, with which the kingdom had fo long been infected. Tho~ 

thefe dangers to the proteftant religion were very diil:ant, it was juftly the object of 
great concern to find, that the heir-apparent to the crown was fo blinded with bi
gotry, and fo deeply engaged in foreign interefts; and that the King himfelf had 
been prevailed with, from low interefts, to hearken to his dangerous infinuations. 
Very bad confequences might enfue from fuch perverfe habits and attachments; 
nor could the nation and Parliament guard againft them with too anxious a pre
caution; But that the Roman pontiff could hope to affume the fovereignty of 
thefe kingdoms ; a projetl:, which, even during the darknefs of the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries would have appeared chimerical : That he ihould delegate this 
authority to the jefuits; that order in the Romilh church, which was the moft 
hated : That a maffacre could be attempted of the Proteftants, who furpaffed the 
Catholics a hundred fold, and were invefted with the whole authority of the ftate: 
That the King himfelf was to be affaffinated, and even the Duke, the only fupport 
of their party. Thefe were fuch abfurdities as no human teftimony was fufficient 
to prove; much lefs the evidence of one man, who was noted for infamy, and 
who could not keep himfelf, every moment, from falling into the groffeft incon
fiftencies. Did fuch inteJligence deferve even fo much attention as to be refuted, 
it would appear, that Coleman~s letters were fuffident alone to deftroy all its credrt. 
For how could fo long a train of correfpondence be carried on, by a man fo much 
trufted by the party; and yet no traces of infurreCl:ionf', if really intended, of fires, 
maffi.cres, affaffinations, inva!ions, be ever difcovered in any lingle paffage of thefe 
letters? But all fuch refleCtions, and many more equally obvious, were vainly em
ployed againft that general prepoffenion, with which the nation was feized. Oates's 
plot and Coleman's were univerfally confounded : And the evidence of the latter 
being "Unqu.eftionab:le, the belief of the former, aided by the paffions of hatred and 
of terror,. took poffeffion of the· whole people. 

~on THERE was danger however, left time might open the eyes of the public; when 
I '7th o, uO· , • • 
b~r. the murder of Godfrey com pleated the general delufion, and rendered the preJUdices 
Godfrey~s Qf the nation abfolutely incurable., This magiftrate had been miffing fome days; and 
murder. after much fearch, and many furmifes, his body was found lying in a ditch at Prim

rofe-hill: The marks of firangling were thought to appear about his neck, and fome 
contufions on his breafi: His own fword was fticking in the body; but as no con!i
derable quantity of blood enfued on drawing it, it was concluded, that it had been 
thruft in afte.r his death, and that he had not killed himfelf: He had rings on his 

fingers 
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fingers and money in his pocket : It was therefore inferred, that he had Hot fallen Chap. V • 

into the hands of robbers. Without farther reafoning, the cry rofe, that he had 1
'6;S. 

been affaffinated by the Papifrs, on account of his taking Oates's evidence. This 
clamour was quickly propagated, and met with univerfal belief. The panic fpread 
itfelf on every fide with infinite rapidity; and all men, aftoni!hed with fear, and 
animated wi~h rage, faw in Godfrey's fate all the, horrible defigns a:feribed· to the 
Catholics ; and no farther doubt remained of Oates's veracity. The voice of the 
whole nation united againft that hated fetl:; and notwithftanding that the bloody 
confpiracy was fuppofed to be now difcovered, men could fcarce be perfuaded7" 
that their lives were yet in fafety. Each hour teemed with new rumours and fur-
mifes. Invafions from abroad, infurretl:ions at home, even private mmders and 
poifonings were apprehended. To deny the reality of the plot was to be an ac- General con~ 
complice: To hefitate was criminal: Royalift, Republican; Churchman, Sectary; fternation. 

Courtier, Patriot; all parties concurred in the illufion. The city prepared for 
defence, as if the enemy were at its gates : The chains and pofts were put up: And 
it was a noted faying at that time of Sir Thomas Player, the chamberlain~ that 
were it not for thefe precautions, all the citizen~ might rife next morning with. 
their throats cut*. 

IN order to propagate the popular frenzy, .feveral artifices were employed. The 
dead body of Godfrey was carried into the city, attended by vaft multitudes. It 
was publickly expofed in the fl:reets, and viewed by all ranks of men; and every 
one, who faw it, went away inflamed, as well by the mutual contagion of fentiments, 
as by the difmal fpetl:acle itfelf. The funeral pomp was celebrated with great 
parade. It was condutl:ed thro' the chief fireets of the city: Seventy-two clergy
men marched before : Above a thoufand perfons of diftinftion followed after : And 
at the funeral fermon, two able-bodied divines mounted the pulpit, and fiood 011 

each fide of the preacher; left, in paying the !aft office to this unhappy magiftrate, 
he·fhould, before the whole people, be rnur~hered by the Papifl:s t. 

IN this difpofition of the nation, reafon could no more be heard than a whifj)er 
in the midft of the moft violent hurricane. Even at prefent, Godfrey's murther 
cannot upon any fyftem be rationally accounted for. That he was aifaffinated by 
the Catholics, feems utterly improbable. Thefe religionifts could not be engaged 
to commit that crime from policy, in order to deter other magiftrates from atl:ing 
againft them. Godfrey's fate was nowife capable of producing that effeft, un
lefs it were publickly known, that the Catholics were his murtherers; an opinion, 
which, it was eafy to foreke, muft prove the ruin of their party. Befides, how 
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many magiftrates, during more than a century, had acted in the mofl: violent man
ner againft them, without its being ever fufpected, that any one had been cut off by 
aiTaffination? Such jealous times as the prefent were furely ill fitted for beginning 
thefe dangerous experiments. Shall we therefore fay, that the Catholics were pufhed 
on, not by policy, but by blind revenge againfl: Godfrey? But Godfrey had given 
them little or no occafion of offence in taking Oates's evidence. His part was 
merely an aCt of form, belonging to his office; nor could he, or any man in his 
ftation, poffibly refufe it. In the refl: of his conduCt, he lived on good terms with 
the Catholics, and was far from diftinguilhing himfelf by his feverity againft that 
feet. It is even certain, that he had contraCted an intimacy with Coleman, and 
took care to inform his friend of the danger, to which, by reafon of Oates's evi· 
clence, he was at prefent expofed. 

THERE are fome writers, who, finding it impoffible to account for Godfrey's 
murther by the machinations. of the Catholics, have recourfe to the oppofire fup
pofition. They lay hold of that common prefumption, that thofe commit the crime 
who reap profit by it ; and they affirm that it was Shafdbury and the heads of 
the popular party, who perpetrated that deed, in order to throw the odium of it 
on the Papifl:s. But if this fuppofition be received, it muft alfo be admitted, that 
the whole plot was the contrivance of thofe politicians; and that Oates acted alto~ 
gether under their direCtion. But it appears, that Oates, dreading probably the 
oppofition of powerful enemies, had very anxioufiy acquitted the Duke, Danby, 
Ormond, and all the miniftry ; perfons who were certainly the molt obnoxious to 
the popular leaders. Befides, the whole texture of the plot contains fuch low a,bfur
dity, that it is impoffible to have been the invention of any man of fenfe or; edu
cation. It is true, the more monftrous and horrible the confpiracy, the better/was it 
fitted to terrify, and thence to convince the populace: But this effect, we may fafely. 
fay, no one could beforehand have promifed upon; and a fool was, in this cafe, 
more likely to fucceed than a wife man. Had Shaftefbury laid the plan of a po
piih confpiracy, he had probably rendered it moderate, confifl:ent, credible; and 
on that very account had never met with the prodigious fuccefs, with which Oates's 
tremendous fictions were attended. 

WE muft, therefore, be contented to remain for ever ignorant of the actors in 
Godfrey's murther; and only pronounce in general, that that event in all likelihood, 
had noconnexion, one way or other, with the popifh plot. Any man, efpecially fo 
atl:ive a magiftrate as Godfrey, might, in fuch a city as London, have many enemies, 
of whom his friends and family had no fufpicion. He was a melancholy man; and 
there is fome reafon, notwithftanding all the pretended appearances to the contrary,. 
to fufpect that he fell by his own hands. The affair was never examined with 
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tranquillity, or even commwn fenfe, during the time; and it is impoffible for us, Chap. v. 
at this dill:ance, certainly to account for it. 1678~ 

No one doubted but the papill:s had affaffinated Godfrey : B.ut frill the parti<::ular 
aB:ors were unknown. A proclamation was iffued by the King, offering a pardon 
and five hundred pounds reward to any one who would difcover them. As it was 
afterwards furmifed, that the terror of a like affaffination would prevent difcovery, 
a new proclamation was iffued, promifing abfolute proteB:ion to any one who 
would reveal the fecret. Thus were indemnity, money~ and fecurity offered to 
the faireft bidder: And no one needed to fear, during the prefent fury of the 
people, that his evidence would undergo too fevere a fcrutiny. 

WHILE the nation was in this ferment, the Parliament was affembled. In his i1: f . 
fpeech the King told them, that tho' they had given money for difbanding rhe army*, ~~r. 0 oao ... 
he had found Flanders fo expofed, that he had thought it neceffary frill to keep The Parlia

them on foot, and doubted not but this meafure would meet with their approba- ment. 

tion. He informed them, that his revenue lay under great anticipations, and at 
heft was never equal to the confl:ant and neceffary expence of the goverfllent; as 
would appear from the ftate of it, which he intended to lay before them. He alfo· 
mentioned the plot, carried on againfl: his life by jefuits; but faid, that he would: 
forbear delivering any opinion of the matter, left he fhould feem tu fay too much. 
or too little ; and that he would leave the fcrutiny 0f it entirely to the law. 

THE King was anxious to keep the quefl:ion- of the popifh plot from the Parlia
ment, where, he fufpeCted, many defigning people would very much abufe the
prefent credulity of the nation : But Danby, who hated the catholics, and courted· 
popularity, and perhaps hoped, that the King, if his life was believed to be in dan
ger from the jefuits, would be more cordially loved by the nation, had entertained 
oppofite defigns; and the very firfl: day of the feffion, he opened the matter in 
the Houfe of Peers. The King was extremely difpleafed with this temerity, and 
told his minifter, " Tho' you do not believe it, you will find, that you have given
" the Parliament a handle to ruin yourfelf, as well as to dillurb all my affairs ; 
" and you will furely live to repent it." Danby had afterwards fufficient reafon 
to applaud the fagacity of his mafl:er. 

THE cry of the plot was immediately echoed from one Houfe to the other-. 
The verdiCt of Parliament gave fanetion to that fury, with which the people were ~:r~~a~et;~ 
already agitated. An addrefs was voted for a folemn fail: : A form of prayer was 
contrived for that fervice; and becaufe the popifh plot had been omitted in the 

* They had granted him 6oo,oco pounds for difbJnding the army, for re-imb\ufing the charges or 
h.is naval armaments, and for paying the Princefs of Crarge's portion. 
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Chap. V. firft draught, it was carefully ordered to be inferred; left Omnifcience fhould want 
16

7
8

· intelligence, to ufe the words of an hiftorian t. 
IN order to continue and propagate the alarm, addrefi'es were voted for laying 

before the Haufe fuch papers as might difcover the horrible confpiracy ; for 
the removal of popifu recufa.nts from London ; for adminiftring every where th,e 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy; for denying accefs at court to all unknown 
and fufpicious perfons; and for appointing the train-bands of London and Weft· 
minfter to be in readinefs. The lords Powis, Stafford, Arundel, Peters, and 
Bel!afis were committed to the Tower, and were foon after impeached for high 
treafon. And both Houfes, after hearing Oates's evidence, voted, " That the 
" Lords and Commons are of opinion, that there hath been, and ftill is, a dam
'' nable and hellifh plot, contrived and carried on by the popifh recufants, for 
~' alfaffinating and murdering the King, for fubverting the government, and for 
'' rooting out and deftroying the proteftant religion." 

So vehement were the Houfes, that they fat every day, forenoon and afternoon, 
.on the fubjetl: of the plot: For no other bufinefs could be admitted. A com
mittee of Lords were appointed to examine prifoners and witneffes : Blank war
rants were put into their hands, for the commitment of fuch as fhould be accufed 
or fufpetl:ed, Oates, who, tho' his evidence were true, muft, by his own con· 
feffion, be regarded as an infamous villain, was by every one applauded, careifed, 
and called the faviour of the nation. He was recommended by the Parliament to 
the King. He was lodged in Whitehall, proteCted by guards, and encouraged 
by a penfion of 1200 pounds a year. 

IT was not long before fuch bountiful encouragement brought forth/new wit. 
Beoloe's nar- Jr. W'll' B dl 'f fiibl . .c h 0 rative. neues. 1 tam e oe, a man, 1 po 1 e, more 1mamous t an ates; appeared 

next upon the ftage. He was of very low birth, had been noted for feveral 
cheats and even thefts, had travelled o.ver many parts of Europe under borrowed 
names; had frequently paffed himfelf for a man of quality, and had. endeavoured, 
by a variety of lies and contrivances, to prey upon the ignorant and unwary. 
When he appeared before the council, he. gave intelligence only of Godfrey's 
murther, which, he faid, had been perpetrated in Somerfet-houfe, where the 
Queen lived, by papifl:s, fome of them fervants in her family. He was quefl:ioned 
.about the plot; but utterly denied all knowlege of it, and alfo afferted, that he 
had no acquaintance with Oates, Next day, when examined before the committee 
<".i Lords, he bethought himfelf better, and was ready to give an ample account 
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of the plot, which he found 1o anxioufly enquired intO. This narrative he made 
to tally, as well as he could, with that of Oates, which had been publifhed: But 
that he might make himfelf acceptable by new information, he added fome other 
circumftances, and thofe, ftill more tremendous and extraordinary. He faid., 
that ten thoufand men were to be landed from Flanders in Burlington Bay, and 
immediately to feize Hull: That Jerfey and Guernfey were to be furprifed by 
forces from Breft; and that a French fleet were, alllaft fummer, hovering in the 
Channel for that purpofe : That the lords Powis and Peters were to form an army. 
in Radnorfhire, to be joined by another army, confifl:ing of twenty or thirty thou
fand religious men and pilgrims, who were to land at Milford Haven from St. 
Iago in Spain : That there were forty thoufand men ready in London ;. befides· 
thofe, who would, on the alarm, be pofl:ed at every alehoufe door, in order to kilt 
the foldiers as they came out of their quarters: That lord Stafford, Coleman, and 
father Ireland had money fuffi.cient to defray tne expences of all thefe armaments: 
That he himfelf was to receive four thoufand pounds, as one that could murder a. 
man; as alfo a commi.ffion from lord Bellafis, and a benediCtion from the Pope : 
That the King was to be affaffinated ; all the proteftants maffacred who would 
not ferioufly be converted ; the government offered to ONE, if he would con
fent to hold it of the church ; but if he fuould refufe that condition, as was fuf
petl:ed, the authority would be left to certain lords under the nomination of the 
Pope. In a fubfe-quent examination before the Commons, Bedloe added, (for thefe
men always brought out their intelligence fucceffively and by piece-meal) that lord 
Carrington was alfo in the confpiracy for raifing men and rrioney againft the go
vernment; as was likewife lord Brudenel. Thefe noblemen, with all other perfons: 
mentioned by Bedloe, were immediately committed to cuftody by the Parliament. 

IT is remarkable, that the only refource of Spain,_ in her prefent decayed con
dition, lay in the affifta-nce of England ; and fo far from being in a fituation to 
tranfport ten thoufand men for the invafion of that kingdom, fue had folicited 
and obtained Englilh forces to be fent into the garrifons of Flanders, which were 
not otherwife able to defend themfelves againft the F rene h. The French too, we 
may obferve, were, at that very time, in open war with Spain, and yet are fup
pofed to be engaged in the fame defign againft England; as if religious motives 
were become the fole aB:uating principle among fovereigns. But none of thefe 
cLircumftances, however obviqus, were able, when fet in oppoficion to multiplied. 
horr~rs, antipathies, and prejudices, to engage the leaft attention of the popu
lace: For fuch the whole nation were at this time become. The popi!h plot~ 

paffed for inconteftible: And had not men foon expeCted with certainty the legal" 
punif!lme~t ()f thefe sriminals, the Catholics had been CX£Ofed to the hazard of' 
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an univerfal maffacre. The torrent indeed of national prejudices ran fo high, that 
no one, without the moil: imminent danger, durft venture openly to oppofe it ; 
nay, fcarce any one, without great force of judgment, could fecretly entertain an· 
opinion contrary to the prevailing fentiments. The loud and unanimous voice of 
a great nation has mighty authority over weak minds; and even later hiftorians 
are fo fwayed by the concurring judgment of fuch multitudes, that fome of them 
have efteemed themfelves fufficiently moderate, when they affirmed, that many 
circumftances of the plot were true, tho' fome were added, and others much mag
nified. But it is an obvious principle, that a witnefs, who perjures himfelf in 
one circumO:ance, is credible in none : And the authority of the plot, even to the 
end of the profecutions, ftood entirely upon witne.ffes. Tho' the Catholics had 
been fuddenly and unexpeCtedly detected, at the very moment, when their con
ipiracy, it is faid, was ready to be put in execution; no arms, no ammunition, 
no money, no commiffions, no papers? no letters, after the moil: rigorous fearch, 
ever were difcovered, to confirm the evidence of Oates and Bedloe. Yet fiill 
the nation, tho' often frufcrated, went on in the eager purfuit and confident be
lief of the confpiracy : And eveq the manifold inconfiO:encies and abfurdities, 
contained in the Narratives, inO:ead of difcouraging them, ferved only as far
ther incentives to difcover the bottom of the plot, and were confidered as flight 
objeB:ions, which a more complete information would fully rrmove. In all hiftory, 
it will be difficult to find fuch another inftance of popular frenzy and bigotted 
deJufion. 

IN order to fupport the panic among the people, efpecially among the citizens 
of London, a pamphlet was publilhed with this title, '' A narrative and jmpar-
" tial difcovery of the horrid popilh plot, carried on for burning and deftroying 
"' the cities of London and WeO:minO:er with their fuburbs; fetting forth the fe-
" ve:ral confults, orders, and refolutions of the jefuits, concerning the fame: By 
" captain William Bedloe, lately engaged in that horrid defign, and one of the 
" popifh committee for carrying on fuch fires.'' Every fire, which had hap
pened for feveral years paft, is there afcribed to the machinations of the jefuits, · 
who propofecl, as Bedloe faicl, by fuch attempts to find an opportunity for the ge .. 
neral maffacre of the Proteftants ; and in the meaQ time, were pleafed to enrich 
themfelves by pilfering goods from the fires. 

THE King, tho' he fcrupled not, wherever he could ufe freedom, to throw the 
hlghefl: ridicule on the plot, and on all who believed it; yet found it neceifary to 
adopt the popular opinion before the Parliament. The torrent, he faw, ran too 
ftrong to be controuled; and he could only hope, by a feeming compliance, to be 
able, after fome time, to guide and direct and elude its fury. He made therefore 
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a fpeech to both houfes; in which he told them, that he would take the utmoft care 
of his perfon during thefe times of danger ; that he was as ready as their hearts 
could wifh, to join with them in all means for eftablifhing the proteftant religion, 
not only during his own time, but for all future ages ; that, provided the right 
of fucceffion was preferved, he would confent to any laws for reftraining a popith 
fucceifor : And in conclufion, he exhorted them to think of effeCtual means for 
the conviCtion of popifh recufants; and he highly praifed the duty and loyalty of 
all his fubjetl:s, who had difcovered fuch anxious concern for his fafecy. 

THESE graciops expreffions abated nothing of the vehemence of parliament~ry 
proceedings. A bill was introduced for a new teft, in which popery was denomi
nated idolatry ; and all members, who refufed this teft, were excluded both Houfes. 
The bill paired the Commons without much oppofition; but in the upper Houfe 
the Duke moved, that an exception might be admitted in his favour. With 
great earnefi:nefs, and even with tears in his eyes, he told them, that he was now to 
caft himfelf on their kindnefs, in the greateft concern, which he could have in the 
world; and he protefted, that, whatever his religion might be, it fhould only be 
a private thing between God and his own foul, and never fhould appear in his 
public conduct. Notwithftanding this ftrong effort, in fo important a point, he 
prevailed only by two voices; a fufficient indication of the general difpofition of 
the people. " I would not have," faid a noble Peer, in the debate on this bill, 
" fo much as a popifh man or a popifh woman to remain here; not fo much as a 
" popifh dog or a popifh bitch ; not fo much as a popifh cat to purr or mew 
" about the King." What is more extraordinary, this fpeech met with praife 
and approbation. 

ENcouRAGED by this general fury, the witneifes went ftill a ftep farther in their 
accufations; and tho' both Oates and Bedloe had often declared, that there was 
no other perfon of diftinCl:ion, whom they knew to be concerned in the plot, they 
were now fo audacious as to accufe even the OEeen herfelf of entering into the 
defign againft her hufuand's life. The Commons, in an addrefs to the King, gave 
countenance to this fcandalom accufation ; but the Lords would not be prevailed 
with to join in the addrefs. It is here, if any where, that we may fufpeCl: the 
fuggeftions of the popular leaders to have had place. The King, it was well 
known, bore no great affeCtion to his confort ; and now more than ever, when his 
heir-apparent was fo much hated, had rtrafon to be defirous of iifue, which might 
quiet the jealous fears of his people. T~is very hatred, which prevailed againft 
the Duke, would much facilitate, he kn~w, any expedient that could be devifed 
for the exclufion of that Prince; and nothing farther feemed requifite for the King,. 
than to give way in this particular to the/age and fury of the nation. But Charles, 
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notwithllanding all allurements of pleafure, or intereft, or fafety, had the generofity 
to proteCt his injured confort. " They think," faid he, " I have a mind to a 
" new wife; but for all that I will not fee an innocent woman abufed *." He 
immediately ordered Oates to be ftriCtly confined, feized his papers, and dif
milf~d his fervants ; and this daring informer was obliged to make applications to
Parliament, in order to recover his liberty. 

DuRING this agitation of men's minds, the Parliament gave new attention t<J 

the militia; a circumfl:ance, which, even during the times of greatefl: tranquillity,. 
can never prudently be neglected. They patTed a bill, by which it was enaB:ed" 
that a regular militia fhould be kept in arms, during fix weeks of the year, and a 
third part of them do duty every fortnight of that time. The popu'lar leaderi 
probably intended to make ufe of the general prejudices, and even to turn the 
arms of the people againfl: the Prince t. But Charles refufeld his affent to the bill, 

-)md told the Parliament that he would not, were it for half an hour, part fo far 
with the power of the fword: But if they would contrive any other bill for order
ing the militia, and frill leave it in his power to affemble or difmifs them as he 
thought proper, he would willingly give it the royal fanction. The Commons,. 
diffatisfied with this negative, tho' the King had never before employed that pre
rogative, immediately voted that all the new-levied forces fhou1d be difmiffed. 
They paired a bill, granting money for that fervice; but to fhew their extreme
jealoufy of the Crown, befides appropriating that money by the :ftrieteft claufes,, 
they ordered it to be paid, not into the exchequer, but into the chamber of Lon
don. The Lords demurred with regard to fo extraordinary a claufe-, which threw 
a violent refleCtion on the King's minifters, and even on himfelf; and by that 
means the act remained in fufpence, 

Accufation of IT was no wonder, that the prefent ferment and credulity of the nation engagedl 
Danby. men of infamous charaCter and indigef.lt circumftances to become informers; when 

perfons of rank and condition could be tempted to give into that fcandalous prac;. 
tice. Montague, the King's ambaifador at Paris, had procured a feat in the lower.· 
Houfe ; and without obtaining or afking the King's leave, he fuddenly came over. 
into England. Charles, fufpecting his intention, ordered his papers to be feized ; 
but Montague, who foretaw this meafure, had taken care to fecrete one paper,.. 
which he immediately laid before the Houfe of Commons. It was a letter from 
the treafurer Dan by, wrote at the beginning of the year,. during the negotiations
at Nimegt:en for the general peace. Montague was there direB:ed to make a. 
demand of money ; or in other words, the King was willing fecretly to fell his
good offices to France, contrary to the general interefts of the confederates, and 
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even to thofe of his own kingdoms. The letter, among other particulars, contains Chap. v~ 
thefe words: " In cafe the conditions of peace !hall be accepted, the King expects 1618• 
-'' to have fix millions oflivres a year for three years, from the time that this agree-
'" ment !hall' be figned between his Majefty and the King of France: becaufe it 
" will probably be two or three years before the Parliament will be in humour 
' 1 to give him any fupplies after the making of any peace with France; and the 
" ambaffador here has always agreed to that fum; but not for fo long a time.,. 
Danby was fo unwilling to engage in this negotiation, that the King, to fatisfy 
him, fubjoined with his own hand thefe words : " This letter is writ by my or-
" der, C. R." 

THE Commons were inflamed with this intelligence; and carrying their fufpi
cions much farther than the truth, they concluded, that the King had all along 
acted in concert with the French court, and that every ftep which he had taken 
-in conjunction with the allies, had been illufory and deceitful. Defirous of get
ting to the bottom of fo important a fecrer, and being puthed by Danby's nume-
i'Ous enemies, they immediately voted an impea-chment of high treafon againfi His impeach~ 
that minifter, and fent up fix articles to the Houfe of Peers. Thefe articles were, ment. 

That he had traiterouOy engrolfed to himfelf regal power, by giving inftruCl:ions 
-to his majefl:y's ambaffadors, without the participation of the fecretaries of ftate, 
-or the privy council: That he had traiterouily endeavoured to fubvert the govern-
ment, and introduce arbitrary power; and to that end, had levied and continued 
an army, contrary to act of Parliament: That he had traiterouily endeavoured to 
:alienate the affections of his Majefty's fubjetl:s, by negotiating a difadvantageous 
peace with Fran-ce, and procuring money for that purpofe: That he was popith!y 
aftected, and had traiterouily concealed, after he had notice~ the late horrid and 
bloody plot, contrived by the papifl:s againft his Majefl:y's perfon and govern
ment: That he had wafted the King's treafure: And that he had, by indirect 
sneans, obtained feveral exorbitant grants from the Crown. 

IT is certain, that the treafurer, in giving infl:rutl:ions to the ambaffador~ had 
exceeded the bounds of his office; and as the genius of a monarchy, ftritlly li
mited, requires, that the proper minifier fhould be anfwerable for every abLife of 
power, the'Commons, tho' they here advanced a new pretenfion, niight juftify 
-themfelves by the utility and even nece!Iity of it. But in other refpeth their 
,charge againll Danby was very ill-grounded. That minifier made it appear· to 

the Houfe of Lords, not only that Montague, the informer againft him, had all 
along promoted the money-negotiations with France, but that he himfelf was 
ever extremely averfe to the inrerefl:s of that crown, which he efteemed pernicious 
.10 his mafter, and to ,hi.s country. The French nation, he faid, had always en~ 

P p 2 tertair:~i 
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Chap. v. tertained, as he was certainly informed, the higheft contempt, both of the King~s 
~ 678. perfon and government. His diligence, he added, in tracing and difcovering the 

popifh plot, was generally known; and if he had common fenfe, not to fay com
mon honefty, he would furely be anxious to preferve the life of a rnafter, by whom. 
he was fo much favoured. He had wafted no treafure, becaufe there was no trea
fure to wall:e. And tho' he had reafon to be grateful for the King's bounty, he 
had made more moderate acquifitions than were generally imagined, and thaA 
others in his office had often done, even during a fhorter adminiftration. 

THE Houfe of Peers plainly faw, that, allowing all the charge of the Com
mons to be true, Danby's crime fell not under the ftatute of Edward the third; and 
tho' the words, treafon and traiteroujly, had been carefully fubjoined to feveral ar
ticles, this appellation could not alter the nature of things, or fubjeet him to the 
penalties annexed to that crime. They refufed, therefore, to commit Danby upon 
this irregular charge: The Commons infifted on their demand; and a great con
teft was likely to arife, when the King, who had already obferved fufficient in frances 

3oth of De- of the ill-humour of the Parliament, thought proper to prorogue them. This pro ... 
D~~t;;ion or rogation was foon after followed by a diifolution; a defperate remedy in the prefent 
t~e long Par- difpofition of the nation. But the difeafe, it muft be owned, the Ki·ng had reafon 
:Liament. toefteem defperate. The utmoft rage had been difcovered by the Commons, on 

account of the popifh plot; and their fury began already to point againft the royal 
family, if not againft the Throne itfelf. The Duke had been ftruck at in feveral 
motions: The treafurer had been impeached : All fupply had been refufed~ -ex
cept on the moft difagreeable conditions: Fears, jealoufies, and antipathies. ~em 
every day multiplying in Parliament: And tho' the people were ftrongly infeCted 
with the fame prejudices, the King hoped, by dilfolving the prefent cabals, that a 
fet of men might be chofen, more moderate in their purfuits, and lefs tainted with 
the virulence of faCtion. 

Its character. THus came to a period a Parliament, which had fat during the whole courfe 
of this reign, one year excepted. Its conclufion was very different from its com
mencement. Being eleCted during the joy and feftivity of the reftoration, it con
fill:ed almoft entirely of royalifts; who were difpofed to fupport the Crown 
by all the liberality which the habits of that age would permit. Alarmed by the 
alliance with France, they gradually withdrew their confidence from the King ; 
and finding him ftill to perfevere in a foreign intereft, they proceeded to difcover 
fymptoms of the moft refra,.:tory and moft jealous difpofition. The popifh plot 
pufhed them beyond all bounds of moderation ; and before their diifolution they 
feemed to be treading fail: into the foot-fteps of the laft long Parliament, on whofe 
conduCt they threw at firft fuch violent blame. In all their variations, they had 

frill 
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d h · · d · d' f h · and fieemed ever to be Chap. V. ftill followe t e op1mons an preJU 1ces o t e nation; 
1
G

7
a. 

more governed by humour and party views than by public interefr, and more by 
public intereft than by any corrupt or private influence. 

DuRING the fitting of the Parliament, and after its prorogation and diffolutiorr, 
the trials of the pretended criminals were carried on ; and the courts of judicature:, 
places, which, if poffible, ought to be kept more pure from injufrice than even na
tional atremblies themfelves, were frrongly infected with the fame party rage and 
bigotted prejudices. Coleman, the mofl: obnoxious of the confpirators, was firil: Trial of Cole~ 

. d man. 
brought to his trial. His letters were produced againfr him. They contame , as 
he himfelf confdfed, much indifcretion: But unlefs fo far as it is illegal to be a 
zealous Catholic, they feem to prove nothing criminal, much lefs treafonable, 
againft him. Oates and Bedloe fwore, that he had received a commiffion, figned 
by the fuperior of the jefuits,. to be papal fecretary of ftate, and had confented to 
the poifoning, fhQoting, and frabbing the King: He had even, according to 
Oates's depofltion, advanced a guinea to promote thofe bloody purpofes. Thefe 
wild ftories were all confounded with the projects contained in his letters; and 
Coleman received fentence of death. The fentence was foon after executed upon 
him *. He fuffered with calmnefs and conftancy, and to the I aft perfifted in the 
:ftrongeft proteftations of his innocence. 

CoLEMAN's execution was fucceeded by the trial of father Ireland, who, 'tis of Ireland~ 
pretended, had figned, together with fifty jefuits, the great refolve of murdering 
the King. Grove and Pickering, who had undertaken to lhoor him, were tried 
at the fame time. The only witnelfes againft the prifoners were ftill Oates and 
Bedloe. Ireland affirmed, that he was in Staffordfhire all the month of A uguft 
laft, a time when Oates's evidence made him in London. He prov~d his alfertion 
by good evidence, and would have proved it by undoubted ; had fle not, moft 
iniquitouily, been debarred, while in prifon, of allufe of pen and ink,, and de-
nied the liberty of fending for ~itneffes. All thefe men, before they came to the 
bar, were condemned in the opinions of the judges, jury, and fpectators;, and to be 
a jefuit, or even a Catholic, was of itfelf a fufficient proof of guilt. The chief 
juftice tin particular gave fanction to all the narrow prejudices and bigotted fury 
of the populace. Inftead of being council for the prifoners,. as his office required, 
he pleaded the caufe againfl: them, brow~beat their witneffes, and on every occafion 
reprefented their guilt as certain and uncontroverted. He even went fo far as pub-
licly to affirm, that the Papifts had not the fame principles which Proteftants have~ 
and therefore were not entitled to that common credence, which the principles and 
praCtices of the latter call fm. And when the jury brought in their verdict againfi: 

4 3d of December. t Sir William Scrogges. 
the 
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Chap. V. the prifoners, he faid, " You have done, gentlemen, like very good fubjeCl:s, and 
ID7

8
• " very good Chriftians, that is to fay, like very good Proteftants: And now 

'' much good may their 3o,ooo maffes do them." Alluding to the maffes, by 
which Pickering was to be rewarded for murdering the Ki?.g~.. All thefe unhappy 

1679· men went to execution, protefting their innocence; a circumftance, which made 
=~~of Janu- no impreffion on the fpecrators. 'the opinion, that the jefuits allowed of lies and 

mental refervations for the promotion of a good caufe, was at this time fo univer· 
fally received, that no credit was given to tefrimony, delivered either by that or
der, or by any of their difciples, It was forgot, that all the confpirators, engaged 
in the gun-powder treafon, and Gamet, the jefuit, among the reft, had freely on 
the fcaffold made confeffion of their guilt, 

THo' Bedloe had given information of Godfrey's murder, he frill remained a 
li.ngle evidence againft the perfons aceufed ; and all the allurements of profit and 
honour had not hitherto tempted any one to confirm the teftimony of that informer, 
At laft, means were found to compleat the legal evidence. One Prance, a filver. 
fmith, and a Catholic, had been accufed by Bedloe of being an accomplice in that 
murder ; and upon his denial had been thrown into prifon, loaded with heavy 
irons, and confined to the condemned hole, a place cold, dark, and full of nafti. 
nefs. Such rigours were fuppofed to be exercifed by orders from the fecret com~ 
p1ittee of lords, particularly Shaftdbury and Buckingham; who, in examining the 
prifoners, ufually employed (as 'tis faid, and indeed fuffi:ciently proved) threaten..: 
ings and promifes, rigour and indulgence, and every art, under pretence of extorting 
the truth from them. Prance had not courage to refifr, but confeffed himfelf an 
~ccomplice in Godfrey's murder. Being afked concerning the plot, he alfo thought 
proper to be acquainted with it, and conveyed fame intelligence to the codncil. 
Among other abfurd circumftances, he Lid, that one LeFevre bought a fecond
hand [word of him; becaufe he knew not, as he faid, what times w.ere at hand; 
And Prance, expreffing fame concern for poor tradefmen, if fuch times came~ 
Le Fevre replied, that it would be better for tradefmen, if the Catholic religion 
was reftored: And particularly, that there would be more church work for filver~ 
fmiths. But all this information, with regard to the plot as well as the murder of 
Godfrey, Prance folemnly retracted, both before the King and the fecret commit
tee : And being again thrown into prifon, he was induced, by new terrors and 
new fufferings, to confirm his fir0: information ~ and was now produced as a fuf~ 
ficient evidence. 

HILL, Green and B rry, were tded for Godfrey's murder; all of them men of 
low ftation. Hill was fervant to a phyfician: The other two belonged to the po
l(ifh chapel at Somerft:t Haufe. It i~ medlefs to run over a.ll the particulars of a 

1ons 
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tong trial: It will be fufficient to fay, that Bedloe's evidence and Prance'i were in Chap."~~ 
many circt1mftances totally irreconcileable; that both of them laboured under un-

16
79· 

furmountable difficulties, not to f..1y grofs abfurdities ; and that they were invali-
dated by contrary evidence, which is altogether convincing. But all was in vain. February 

' ·r. d d d d Th lid . d I. 'I h. zlfiandzSth; Tne pruoners were con emne an execute • ey a eme t 1e1r gUI t at t e1r 
execution ; and as Berry died a Proteftant, this circumftance was regarded as very 
confiderable : But inftead of giving fame check to the general credulity of the 
people, men were only furprized, that a Proteftant could be induced at his death 
to perfift in fo manifeft a falfhood. 

As the army could neither be kept up nor difbanded without money, the King, 
however little hopes he could entertain of more compliance, found himfelf obliged 
to fummon a new Parliament. The blood already fhed on account of the popifh Ne; 

plot, inftead of fatiating the people, ferved only as an incentive to their fury; and tion 

each conviction of a criminal was hitherto regarded as a new proof of thofe horrible 
defigns., afcribed to the Papifis. This election is perhaps the firfl: in England,. 
which, fince the commencement of the Monarchy, had been carried on by a violent 
conteft between the parties, and where the court interefted itfelf, to a high degree, 
in the choice of the national reprefentatives. But all its efforts were fruitlefs, in op
pofition to the torrent of prejudices, which prevailed. Religion, liberty, property, 
even the lives of men were now fuppofed to be at ftake ; and no fecurity, it was 
thought, except in a vigilant Parliament, could be found againft the impious and 
bloody confpirators. Were there any part of the nation, to which the ferment, oc
cafioned by the popifh plot, had not as yet propagated itfelf; the new eleCtions~ 

by interefting the whole people in national concerns, tended to diffufe it into the 
remoteft corner, and the conil:ernation, univerfally excited, proved an excellent en
gine for influencing the eleCtors. All the zealots of the former Parliament were 
re-chofen : New ones were added : The Prefbyterians in particular, being tranf
ported with the moft inveterate antipathy againft popery, were very aCtive and 
very fuccefsful in the eletl:ions. That party, it is faid, firfl: began at this time 
the abufe of fplitting their freeho 1ds, in order to multiply the votes of eleB:ors. 
:By accounts,. which came from every part of England, it was concluded, that the 
new reprefentatives would, if poflible, exceed the old in their. refractory oppofi
t:ion to the court, and furiou.s perfecution of the Catholics. 

THE King was alarmed,. when he faw fo dreadful a tempeft arife from fuch fmall 
a:nd unaccountable beginnings. His life, if Oates and Bedloe's information was 
true, had been aimed at by the Catholics: Even the Duke's was in danger. The 
higher, therefore,. the rage mounted againA: popery, the more fh.ould the nation 
have been reconciled to thefe two princes, in whom, it appeared, the church of 
Rome repofed no confidence. But there i.s a fophiftry,. which attends· all rhe paf-:-

fions; 
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fions; efpecially thofe into which the populace enter. Men gave credit to the irr
formers, fo far as concerned the guilt of the Catholics : But they ftill retained their 
old fufpicions, that thefe religionifts were fecretly favoured by the King, and had 
obtained the moft entire afcendant over his brother. Charles had too much pene
tration not to fee the danger, to which the fucceffion, and even his own crown and 
dignity, now ftood expofed. A numerous party, he found, was formed againft 
him; on the one hand, compofed of a populace, fo credulous from prejudice, fa 
blinded with religious antipathy, as implicitly to believe the moft palpable abfur
dities ; and conducted, on the other hand, by leaders fo little fcrupulous, as to en
deavour, by encouraging perjury, fubornation, I yes, impoftures, and even by fhed
ding innocent blood, to gratify their own furious ambition, and fubvert all legal 
authority. Rouzed from his lethargy by fo imminent a peril, he began to exert 
that vigour of mind, of which on great occafions he was not deftitute; and without 
quitting in appearance his ufual facility of temper, he collected an induftry, firm.,. 
nefs, vigilance, of which he was believed altogether incapable. Thefe qualities, 
joined to dexterity and judgment, conduCted him happily thro' the many fhoals, 
which fmrounded him ; and he was at laft able to make the ftorm fall on the 
heads of thofe who had blindly raifed, or ar~ificially conduCted it. 

ONE chief ftep, which the King took, towards gratifying and appeafing his 
people and Parliament, was, defiring the Duke to withdraw beyond fea, that no 
farther fufpicion might remain of the influence of popifh councils, The Duke 
readily complied; but firft required an order for that purpofe, figned by the King; 
left his abfence fhould be interpreted as a proof of fear or of guilt. He alfo de
fired, that his brother fhould fatisfy him, as well as the public, by a public decla-
ration of the illegitimacy of the Duke of Monmouth. ' 

jAMES Duke of rv':lonmouth was the King's natural fon by Lucy Walters, and 
born about ten years before the reftoration. He poffeffed all the qualities, which 
could engage the affeElions of the populace; a diftinguifhed valour, an affable ad
drefs, a thoughtlefs generofity, a graceful perfon. He rofe ftill higher in the public 
favour, by reafon of the univerfal hatred, to which the Duke, on account of his reli
gion, was cxpofed. Monmouth's capacity was mean; his temper pliant: So that, 
notwithfl:anding his great popularity, he had never been dangerous, had he not im
plicitly refigned himfelf over to the guidance of Shaftefbury, a man of fuch a reft~ 
Jefs temper, fuch fubtle wit, and fuch abandoned prinoiples. That daring politician 
had flattered Monmouth with the hopes of fucceeding to the crown. The ftory of 
a contratl of marriage, paffed between the King and Monmouth's mother, and fe .. 
cretly kept in a certain black box, had been indufl:riouOy fpread abroad, and was 
greedily received by the multitude. As the horrors of popery ftill preffed harder 
on them, they might be induced, either to adopt that fiction, as they had already 

5 done 
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dane many others more incredible, or to commit open violation on the right of fuc- Chap. v. 
ceffion. And it would not be difficult, it was hoped, to perfuade the King, who 1679· 

was extremely fond of his fon, to give him the preference above a brother, who by 
his imprudent bigotry, had involved him in fuch inextricable difficulties. But 
Charles, in order to cut off all fuch expecb1tions, as well as to remove the Duke's 
apprehenfions, took care, in full council, to declare Monmouth's illegitimacy, and 
to deny all promife of marriage to his mother. T4_Duke, being gratified info rea· DukeofYork 

fonable a requeft, willingly complied with the King's defire, and retired to Bruffels. ~=1t;~estoBruf-
BuT the King foon found, that, notwithftanding this precaution, notwithftand- 6th of March. 

ing his concurrence in the profecution of 'the popilh plot, notwithftanding the New Parlia~ 
zeal, which he expreffed, and even at this time exercifed againft the Catholics ; he ment. 

had nowife obtained the confidence of his Parliament. The refraB:ory humour of 
the Commons appeared in the firft ftep, which they took upon their affembling. 
It had ever been ufual for the Common,, in the eleCtion of their fpeaker, to con. 
fult the inclinations of the Sovereign; and even the long Parliament in 1641 had 
not thought proper to depart from fo eftablilhed a cufl:om. The King now de-
fired, that the choice fhould fall on Sir Thomas Meres: But Seymour, fpeaker 
to the laft Parliament, was inftantly called to the chair, by a vote which feemed 
unanimous. The King, when Seymour was prefented to him for his approbation, 
rejeCted him, and ordered the Commons to proceed to a new choice. A great 
flame was excited. The Commons maintained, that the King's approbation was 
merely a form, and that he could not, without giving a reafon, rejeCt the fpeaker 

, chofen : The King, that, fince he had the power of rejeCting, he might, if 11e 
pleafed, keep the reafon in his own breaft. As the queftion had never before been 
ftarted, it might feem difficult to find principles, upon which it could be decided ¥. 

By way of compromife, it was agreed to fet afide both candidates. Gregory, a 
Jawyer, was chofen; and the eleCtion was ratified by the King. It has ever fince 
been underftood, that the choice of the fpeaker lies in ,the Haufe ; but that the 
King retains the power of rejeCting any one difagreeable to him. 

SEYMOUR was deemed a great enemy to Danby; and it was the influence of 
that nobleman, as commonly fuppofed, which had engaged the King to enter into 
this ill-timed controverfy with the Commons. The impeachment, therefore, of Danby'" i:n

Danby was on that account the fooner revived; and it was maintained by the Com- peachment. 

mons, that, rrotwithftanding the intervening diffolution, every part of that proce-
dure ftood in the fame condition in which it had been left by the laft parliament: A 

* In I s66, the Speaker Lid to ~Elizabeth, that without her allowanc~ the eleC1:ion of the Hou fe 
was of no fignificance. D'Ewes's Journal, p. 97· In the Parliament I 592, 1593, the Speaker, v.ho 
was Sir Edward Coke, advances a like pofition. D'Ewes, p. 459· Townihcnd, p. 3 5. So that this 
pretenlion of the Commons feems to have been fomewhat new; like many of their other powers <:md 
privileges. 
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pretefifion,.. which,- tho'' tmufual, feems tacitly to have been yielded them. The King 
had before-hand had the precaution to grant a pardon to Danby; and in order to 
fcreen the chancellor from all attacks by the Commons, he had taken the feal into 
his own hand, and had himfelf affixed it to the parchment. He told the Pa&rlia" 
ment, that as Danby had acted in every thing by his orders, he was nowife cri
minal; that his pardon,. however, he would infift upon; and if it fhould be found 
any way defective in form, he would renew it again and again, till it fhould be 
rendered entirely compleat : But that he was refolved to deprive him of all em
ployments, and to remove him from court. 

THE Commons were nowife fatisfied with this conceffion. They pretended, 
that no pardon of the Crown could be pleaded in bar of an impeachment by th~ 
Commons. The prerogative of mercy had been hitherto underftood to be altogether 
unlimited in the King; and this pretenfion of the Commons, it muft be confeffed,_ 
was entirely new. It was however very fuitable to the genius of a Monarchy, 
ftritl:ly limited; where the King's minifters are fuppofed to be for ever accountable 
to national affemblies, even for fuch abufes of power as they may commit by orders 
from their mafter. The prefent emergence, while the nation was fo highly inflamed, 
was the proper time for pulhing fuch popular claims; and the Commons failed not 
to avail themfelves of this advantage. They frill infifted on the impeachment o£ 
Danby. The Peers, in compliance with them, departed from their former fcruples, 
and ordered Danby to be taken into cuftody. Danby withdrew. The Commons 
palfed a bill, appointing him to furrender himfelf before a certain day, or, in de
fault of it, attainting him. A bill had paired the upper H.oufe, mitigating the 
penalty to banifhment ;, but after fome conferences, the Peers thought prop('r to 
yield to the violence of the Com moos; and the bill of attainder was carried! Ra
ther than undergo fuch fevere penalties, Danby appeared, and wa.§- immediately 
committed to the Tower. 

WHILE a proteftant nobleman met with fuch fevere profecution, it was not likely 
that the Catholics would be over-looked by the zealous Commons. The credit of 
the popilh plot frill ftood upon the oaths of a few infamous witneffes. Tho' fuch 
immenfe preparations were fuppofed to have been made in the ~ery bowels of the 
kingdom, no traces of them, after the moft rigorous enquiry, had as yet appeared .. , 
Tho' fo many thoufands, both abroad and at home, had been engaged in the dread:
ful fecret; neither hope, nor fear, nor remorfe, nor levity, nor fufpicions, nor pri
vate refentment bad eng<1ged any-one to confirm the evidence. Tho' the Catho
lics, particularly the jefuits, were reprefented as guilty of the utmoft indifcretion,_ 
infomuch that they talked of the King's murder as common news, and wrote of it 
in plain terms by the common poft; yet, among the great number of letters feiz .. 
ed, no·one contained any part of fo complicated a confpiracy. Tho' the informers 

pre .. 



C H A R L E S 11. 299 

pr~tended, that, even after they had refolved to betray the fecret., many treafonable 
commiffions and papers had paffed thro' their hands ; they had not had the pre· 
caution to keep any one of them, in order to fortify their evidence. But all thefe 
difficulties, and a thoufand more, were not found too hard of digefiion by the na
tion and Parliament. The profecmion and farther difcovery of the plot were fiill the 
object of general concern. The Commons voted, that, if th~ King fhould come 
to an untimely end, they would revenge his death upon the Papifrs; not reflecting 
~at that feet were not his only enemies. They promifed rewards to new difcover
ers; not confidering the danger, which they incurred, of granting bribes to 
perjury. They made Bedloe a prefent of 500 pounds; and particularly recom
mended the care of his fafety to the duke of Monmouth. Colonel Sackville, a 
member, having, in a private company, fpoke opprobrioully of thofe who affirmed 
that there was any plot, was expelled the Haufe. The Peers gave power to 
their committees to fend for and examine fuch as would maintain the innocence of 
thofe condemned for the plot. A pamphlet having been publifhed to difcredit 
the informers, and to vindicate the catholic lords in the Tower, thefe lords were 
required to difcover the author, and thereby to expofe their own ad vocate to pro
fecution. And both Houfes concurred in renewing the former vote, that the Pa· 
pifis had undoubtedly entered into a horrid and treafonable confpiracy againft the 
King, the ftate, and the proteftant religion. 

IT muft be owned, that this extreme violence, in profecution of fo abfurd an 
impoft:ure, difgraces the noble caufe of liberty, in which the Parliament was en~ 
gaged. We may even conclude, from fuch impatience of contradiCl:.ion, that the 
profecutors themfelves retained a fecret fufpicion, that the general belief was but iti 
grounded. The politicians among them were afraid to let in light, left: it might 
put an end to fo ufeful a delufion : The weaker and lefs di!honeft party took care, 
by turning their eyes afide, not to fee a truth, fo oppofite to thofe furious paffions, 
by which they were aCtUlted, and in which they were determined obrtinately to 

perfevere. 
SrR WILLIAM TEMPLE had been lately recalled from his foreign employments; 

and the King, who, after the removal of Danby, had no-one with whom he could 
fo much as difcourfe with freedom of public affairs, was refolved, upon Coventry's 
difrniffion, to make him one of his fecretaries of ftate. But that philofophical pa· 
triot, too little intereft:ed for the iatrigues of a court, too full of fpleen and delicacy, 
for the noify turbulence of popular aiJembLies, was alarmed at the univerfal difcon. 
tents and jealoufies; which prevailed, and was derermined to make his retreat, as foon 
as poffible, from a fcene, which threatened fuch confufi.on. Meanwhile, he could 
not refufe the confidence with which his mailer honoured him; and he refolved to 
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Ch<:p. V. employ it to the public fervice. He reprefented to the King, that, as the jealoufies 
167S· of the hation were extreme, it was neceffary to cure them by fame new remedy, and 

to refl:ore that confidence, fo requifite_for the fafety both of King and people: That 
to refufe every thing to the Parliament in their prefent difpofition, or to yield every 
thing, was equally dangerous, to the confiitution and to public tranquility : That 
if the King would introduce into his councils fuch men as enjoyed the confidence 
of his people, fewer conceffions would probably be required ; or if exorbitant de
mands were made, the King, under the fantl:ion of fuch counfellors, might be 
enabled, with the greater fafety, to refufe them: And that the heads of the popu
lar party, being gratified with the King's favour, would probably abate of that 
violence, by which they endeavoured at prefent to pay court to the multitude. 

New council. THE King affented to all thefe reafons; and, in concert with Temple, he laid the 
plan of a new privy-council, without whofe advice he declared himfelf determined 
for the future to take no meafures of importance. This council was to confift of 
thirty perfons, and was never to exceed that number. Fifteen of the chief officers 
of the crown were to be continued, who, it was fuppofed, would adhere to the 
King, and, in cafe of any extremity, oppofe the exorbitancies of faCtion. The 
other part of the council was to be compofed, either of men of character, detached 
from the court, or of thofe who poifeifed chief credit in both Houfes. And the 
King, in filling up the names of his new council, was glad to find, that the mem
bers, in land and offices, poifeffed to the amount of JOO,ooo pounds a year; a 
fum nearly equal to the whole property of the Haufe of Commons, againft whofe 
violence the new council was intended as a barrier to the throne t. 

THIS experiment was tried, and feemed at firft to give fame fatisfaction to the 
public. The earl of Effex, a nobleman of the popular party, fon to that lord Capel, 
who had been beheaded a little after the late King, was made treafurer in place of 
Danby. The earl of Sunderland, a man of intrigue and great capacity, was made 
fecretary of ftate : The vifcount Hallifax, a fine genius, poffeffed of learning, elo
quence, induftry, but fubject to inquietude, and fond of refinements, was admitted 
into the council. Thefe three, together with Temple, who often joined them, 
tho' he kept himfelf more detached from public bufinefs, formed a kind of ca-

+ Their names were: Prince Rupert, the archbifhop of Canterbury, lord Finch chancellor, earl of 
Shaftelbury prefident, earl of Anglefea, privy feal, duke of Albemarle, duke of Monmouth, duke of 
Newcaftle, duke of Lauderdale, duke of Ormond, rnarquefs of Winchefter, rnarquefs of Worcefter., 
earl of Arlington, earl of Salilbury, earl of Bridgewater, earl of Sunderland, earl of Effex, earl of Bath, 
•;ifcount Falconberg, vifcount Hallifax, bifhop of London, lord Robarts, lord Hollis, lord Ruffel, lord . 
Cavendifb, fecretary Coventry, Sir Francis North, chief jufl:ice, Sir Henry Capel, Sir John Erneley> 
Sir Thomas Chichely, Sir William Temple, Edward Seymour, Henry Powle. 

binet 
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binet council, from which all affairs received their firft digeftion. Shaftefbury 
was made pre.Gdent of the council; contrary to the advice of Temple, who fore
told the confequence of admitting a man of fo dangerous a character into any part 
of the public adminiftration. 

As Temple forefaw, it happened. Shaftefbury, finding, that he pofi'effed no 
more than the appearance of court-favour, was refolved frill to adhere to the po
pular party, by whofe confidence he enjoyed an undifputed fuperiority in the 
lower Houfe, and poueffed great influence over the other. The very appearance 
of court-favour, empty as it was, tended to render him more dangerous. His 
partizans, obferving the progrefs which he had already made, hoped, that he 
would foon acquire the entire afcendant ; and he confl:antly flattered them, thar, 
if they perfifl:ed in their purpofes, the King, from indolence, and neceffity, and 
fondne[s for Monmouth, would ac I aft be induced, even at the expence of his bra• 
ther's right, to make them every conceffion. 

BESIDES, the antipathy to popery, as well as jealoufy of the King and Duke, 
l1ad taken too faft poffeffion of men's minds, to be removed by fo feeble a remedy, 
as this new council, projected by Temple. The Commons, foon after the decla
ration of that council, proceeded fo far as to vote unanimoui1y, " That the Duke 
" of York's being a papift, and the hopes of his coming to the crown, had given 
" the higheft countenance to the prefent confpiracies and defigns of the papift's 
" againfl: the King and the proteftant religion." It was expected, that a bill 
for excluding him the throne would foon be brought in. To prevent this bold 
meafure, the King concerted feme limitations, which he propofed to the Parlia
ment. He introduced his plan by the following gracious expreffions : " And 
" to fuew you, that, while you are doi-ng your parts, my thoughts have· not been 
" mifemployed, bHt that it is. my conftant care to .do every thing, that may pre
''- ferve your religion, and fecure it for the _future in all evencs, I have commanded_ 
" my lord chancellor to men-tion feveral particulars ; which, I hope, will be an 
'-' evidence, that, in all things, which concern· the -public fecurity, I Dull r.o.t _ 
·~ follow your zeal, but lead it/'· 

Chap. V. 
1679--

THE limitations projected were of the utmoft importance; and depri-ved the fuc- L' , . 
_ . Imttati~n~ 

ceffor of the chief branches ofroyalty. A method was there chalked out, by which on a popiil1 . 

the nation, on every new reign, could be enfured of having a Parliament;· which thefucceifor. 
King fhould not, for a certain time, have it in .hi_s power to diifolve. In cafe of 
a popi!h fucceffor, the prince was to forfeit the right of conferring any ecclefiafl:i-
cal preferments: No member of-the privy council, no judge of the common law 
or in chancery,. was to be. put in or difplaced but by confent of Parliament: And 
the fame precaution was extended to the military part of the government; to the 

lord. 
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,(;hap. v. lord lieutenant and deputy lieutenant of the counties, and to alJ offi1=ers of the n@vy • 
.1679· The chancellor, of himfelf added, " It is hard to invent another reftraint; CQn

" fidering how much the revenue will depend upon the confent of Parliament, 
" and how impoffible it is to raife money without fuch confent. But yet, if any 
" thing elfe can occur to the wifdom of the Parliament, which may farther fe
" cure religion and liberty againft a popifh fucceffor, without defeating the right 
" of fucceffion itfelf, his majefty will readily confent to it." · 

IT is remarkable, that when thefe limitations were firft laid before the council, 
Shaftefbury and Temple were the only members, who argued againft them. 
The reafons, which they employed, were diametrically oppofite. Shafcefbury's 
opinion was, that the reftraincs were infufficient ; and that nothing but the total 
exclufion of the duke could give a proper fecurity to the kingdom. Temple on 
-the other hand thought, that the reftraints were fo rigorous as even to fubvert the 
·conftitution; and that fhackles, put upon a popifh fucceffor, would not afterwards 
be eafily caft off by a proteftant. It is certain, that the Duke was extremely ::1larmed 
when he heard of this ftep taken by the King, and that he W::lS better pleafed even 
with the bill of exclufion itfelf, which, he thought, by reafon of its violence an~ 
:injuflice, could never poffibly take place. There is alfo reafon to believe, th~t 
the King would not have gone fo far, had he not expeCted, from the extreme fury 
.of the Commons, that his conceffions would be rejected, anp that the bl~me of 
not forming, a reafonable accommodation would by that means lie entirely at their 
.door. 

IT foon appeared, that Charles had entertained a jull opinion of the difpo9tion 
.of the Houfe. So much were the Commons aCtuated by the cabals of Shafre'lbury 
and other malecontents; fuch violent antipathy prevailed againft popery, that the 
King's conceffions, tho' much more important than could reafonably have been 

ffiill of exclu- expected, were not embraced. A bill was brought in for the total exclufion of the 
.iion, Duke from the crown of England and Ireland. It was declar~d that the fove

reignty of thefe kingdoms, upon the King's death or refignation, lhould devolve 
to the perfon next in fucceffion after the Duke; that all acts of royalty, which that 
Prince fhould afterwards perform, fbould not only be void, but be deemed tr~afon ; 
and that if he fo much as entered any of thefe dominions, he fhould be deemed 
guilty of the fame offence; and that all who fupported his title, lhould be punifbed 
as rebels and traitors. This important bilJ, which implied banifhment as well as 
.exclufion, paffed the lower Houfe by a majority of feventy-nine. 

THE Commons were not fo wholly employed about the exclufion-bill as to 
.overlook all other fecuri(ies to liberty. The country-party, during all the laft 
Parliament, had exclaimed much againft the bribery and corruption of the members: 

and 
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:.tnd the fame reproach-had been renewed againfr the prefent Parliament. An en
quiry was made into a complaint, which was fo dangerous to the honour of that 
affembly ; but very little foundation was found for it. Sir Stephen Fox, who' was 
the paymafter, confeffed to the Houfe, that nine members received penfions to 
the amount of three thoufand four hundred pounds : And after a very rigorous 
enquiry by a fecret committee, eight more penfioners were difcovered. A fum alfo, 
about twelve thoufand pounds, had been occafionally given or lent to others. The 
writers of that age pretend, that Clifford and Danby had adopted very oppofite 
maxims, with regard to pecuniary influence. The former endeavoured to gain 
the leaders and orators of the Haufe, and deemed the others of no confequence. 
The latter thought it fufficient to gain a majority, however compofed. It is 
likely, that the means, rather than the intentions, were wanting to both thefe 
minifters. 

PENSIONS and bribes, tho' it be difficult entirely to exclude them, are danger
ous expedients for government; and cannot be too carefully guarded againft, nor· 
too vehemently decried, by every one who has a regard to the virtue and liberty 
of a nation. The influence, however, which the Crown acquires from the dif~ 
pofal of places, honours, and preferments, is to be efteemed of a different nature.-~ 
This engine of power may become too forcible, but it cannot altogether be abo
lilhed, without the total deftruction of monarchy, and even of all regular autho
rity. But the Commons at this time were fo jealous of the Crown, that thej1 
brought in a bill, which was twice read, excluding from the lower Haufe all who 
poffe!fed any lucrative offices-. 

THE ftanding army and the King's guards were by the Commons voted to be 
illegal : A new pretenfion, it muft be confeffed; but very neceffary for the full 
fecurity of liberty and a limited conftitution. 

Chap. V;. 
1679•· 

AR BIT R AR v imprifonment is a grievance, which, in fame degree, has place Habe~s cor" 
almoft in every government, except in that of Britain; and our abfolute fecurity pus bill. 

from it, we owe chiefly to the prefent Parliament; a merit, which makes great 
atonement for the faction and violence, into which their prejudices had, in other 
particulars, betrayed them. The great charter had laid the foundation of this 
valuable part of liberty; the petition of right had renewed and extended it ; but 
many provifions were frill wanting, to render it complete, and prevent all evafion 
or delay from minifters and judges. The act of habeas corpus, paffed this feffion, 
ferved thefe ufeful purpofes. By this act, it was prohibited to fend any one to 
prifons beyond fea. No judge, under fevere penalties, muft refufe to any prifoner 
a writ of habeas corpus, by which the- gaoler vras direCted to produce in court the 
body of the prifoner (whence the writ has its name) and to certify the caufe of 

~ his 
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his detainer and imprifonment. If the gaol lay within twenty miles of the judge, 
the writ muft be obeyed in three days; and fo proportionably for greater diftances: 
Every prifoner muft be indicted the firft term after his commitment, and brought 
to trial in the fubfequent term. And no man, after being enlarged by order of 
court, can be recommitted for the fame offence. This law is elfentially neceffary 
for the proteCtion ofliberty in a mixed monarchy ; and as it has not place in any 
other form of government, this confideration alone may induce us to prefer our 
prefent conil:itution to all others. It mufi:, however, be confeffed, that there is 
fome difficulty to reconcile with fuch extreme liberty the regular police of a ftate, 
efpecially that of great cities. 

DuRING thefe zealous efforts for the proteCtion of liberty, no complaifance for 
the Crown was difcovered by this Parliament. The King's revenue lay under 
great debts and anticipations: Thofe branches, granted in the year I 669 and 
1670, were ready to expire : And the fleet was reprefented by the King to be in 
great decay and diforder. But the Commons, inftead of being affected by thefe 
diftreffes of the Crown, trufted chiefly to them for palling the exclufion- bill, and 
for puniihing and difplacing all the minifters, who were difagreeable to them. 
They were therefore in no hafte to relieve the King ; and grew only the more 
aifuming on account of his complaints and uneafinefs. Jealous however of the 
army, they granted the fame fum of 206,ooo pounds, which had been voted for dif
banding it by the taft Parliament ; tho' the vote, by reafon of the fubfequent proro
gadon and diffolution, joined to fome fcruples of the Lords, had not been carried 
into an act. This money was appropriated by very ftritl: claufes ; but the Com
mons infifted not, as formerly, upon its being paid into the chamber of London. 

THE impeachment of the five popiih lords in the Tower, with that of the 
earl of Danby, was carried on with great vigour. The power of that minifter 
.and his credit with the King, made him extremely obnoxious to the popular 
leaders; and the Commons hoped, that if he was puihed to extremity, he would 
be obliged, in order to juftify his own conduCt, to lay open the whole intrigue 
of the French alliance, which they fufpeCted to contain a fecret of the moft dan
gerous nature. The King on his fide, apprehenfive of the fame confequences, and 
.defirous to protect his minifter, who was become criminal merely by obeying 
,orders, employed his whole intereft to fupport the validity of that pardon, which 
had been granted him. The Lords appointed a day for the examination of 
.this queflion, and agreed to hear council on both fides: But the Commons 
would not fubmit their pretenfions to the difcuffion of argument and enquiry. 
They voted, that whoever fhould prefume, without their leave, to maintain be
fore the Houfe of Peers the validity of Danby's pardon, ihould be accounted a 
]J.etrayer of the liberties of the Englilh Commons. And they made a demand, 

that 
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that the bi!hops, whom they knew to be devoted to the court, fhould be removed, 
not only when the trial of the earl !hould come on, but 2lto wl~en the validity of 
his pardon 1hould be difcuifed. 

THE biihops, before the reformation, had always enjoyed a feat in Parliament: 
But fo far were they anciently from regarding that dignity as a privilege, that they 
affected rather to form a feparate order in the ftate, quite independant of the civil 
magiftrate, and accountable only to the pope and to thLir own order. By the 
conftitutions, however, of Clarendon, enaCted during the reign of Henry II. they 
were obliged to give their prefence in Parliament; but as the canon law prohibited 
them from affifting in the trials of life and death, they were allowed in fuch cafes the 
privilege of abfenting themfelves. A praCtice, which was at firft merely volun
tary, became afterwards a rule; and on the earl of Strafford's trial, the bifhops, 
who would gladly have attended, and who were no longer bound by the canon law,. 
were yet obliged to withdraw. It had always been ufual for [hem to enter a pro
teftation of their right to fit ; and this proteftation, being confidered as a mere 
form, was always admitted and difi·egarded. But here was ftarted a new queftion 
of no fmall importance. The Commons, who were now enabled, by the violence 
of the people, and the neceffities of the crown, to make new acquilitions of powers 
and privilege~, infifted, that the bifhops had no more title to vote in the queftion 
of the earl's pardon than in the impeachment itfelf. The bifhops afferted, that: 
the pardon was merely a preliminary; and that, neither by the canon-law nor the· 
praCtice of Parliament, were they ever oblig~d, ·in capital cafes, to remove, till the 
very commencement of the trial itfelf. If their abfence was confidered as a pri
vilege, which was its real origin, it depended on their own choice, how far they 
would infift upon it. If regarded as a diminution of their right of peerage, fuch 
unfavourable cuftoms ought never to be extended beyond the very circumftance 
eftablifhed by them ; and all arguments, from a pretended parity of reafon, wen: 
in that cafe of little or no authority. 

THE Haufe of Lords were fo much influenced by thefe reafons, that they ad
mitted the bifhops' right to vote, when the validity of the pardon fhould be exa~ 
mined. The Commons inGfted frill on their withdrawing; and thus a quarrel 
being commenced between the two Houfes, the King, who expected nothing but 
frefh inftances of violence from this Parliament, began to entertain thoughts of 
laying hold of fo favourable£!. pretence, and of finifhing the feffion by a prorogation. 
\Vhile in this difpofition, he was alarmed with fudden intelligence, that the Hc,ule 
of Commons were preparing a remonfrrance, in order to inflame the nation frill 

Chap. V. 
I 679· 

farther upon the favourite topics of the plot and of popery. He hafrened, there- 27th of May, 

fore, to execute his intention, even without confulting his new council, by whofe 
VoL. VI. R r ad vice 
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advice he had promifed to regulate his whole conduct. And thus were difapt:ointed 
all the projeL'1s of the malecontents,. who were extremely enraged at this vigorous 
meafure of the King. Shaftefbury publicly threatened; that he would have the 
head of whoever had advifed it. The Parliament was foon after d-dfolved wiEh
out advice of council; and a new Parliament ordered to be chofen. The King 
was willing to try every means, which gave a profpeCl: of more compliance in his 
fubjecb; and in cafe of failure, the blame, he hoped, would lie ·On thofe whofe 
obftinacy forced him to extremities. 

'HuT even during the rece(~ of Parliament, there was no interruption to the pro
•. fecution of the Catholics accufed of the plot. The King, contrary to his own juc~g
lnenr, found himfelf obliged to give way to this popular fury. vVhitebread, pro
vincial of the jefuits, Fenwic, Gavan, Turner, and Harcourt, all of them of the fame 

T . 1 d order, were firlt brought to their trial. Befides Oates and Bedloe, Dugdale, a new 
na an exe- "-' """ 

cution cfthe witnefs, appeared againfr the prifo:1ers. This man had been fteward to lord Afton, 
five jefuits. and, tho' poor, pofieifed fomewhat a more reputable character than the other two: 

But his account of the intended ma.ifdcres and aifaffinations was equally monfrrous 
and incredible. He even aiferted, that zoo,ooo Papifts in England were ready to. 
take arms. The prifoners proved by fixreen witoeifes from St. Orner's, fiudents,. 
and mofr of them young men of family, that Oates was in that feminary, at the· 
time when he fwore that he was in London: But a.'3 they were Catholics and dif
ciples ofthe jefuits, their tefl:imony, both with the judges and the jury, was totally· 
rliii·egarded. Even the reception, which they met with in courr, was full of out
rage and mockery; One of them faying, that Oates always continued at St. Orner's, 
if he could believe his fenfes: "You Papiih," faid the Chief juftice, "are taught 
" not to believe your fenfes." It mufl: be confeffed, that Oates, in oppolition to 
the frudents of St. Omer's, found means to bring evidence of his.having been at 
that time in London: But this evidence, tho' it had, at the time,. the appearance 
cf fome folidity, was afterwards difcovered, when Oates himfelfwas- tried for per-. 
jury, to te altogether deceitful. In order farther to difcredit that witnefs, the jefuits 
proved by undoubted teftimony., that he had petjured himfelf- in father Ireland's 
trial, whom they fhowed to have been in Staffordfhire at the very time when Oates· 
{wore, that he was committing treafon in London. But all thefe pleas avai:~d 

them nothing againfl: the general prejudices.. They received fentence of death; 
and were executed, perflH:ing to their laO: breath in the moll: fo:emn, eamefr, and 
deliberate·, tho' difregarded proteftations of their innocence.-

A1•d Q[Lang- THE next trial was that of Langhorne, an eminent lawyer, by whom all the con
r,or.:Jc. cerns of the jefuirs were managed. Thro' his hands, Oates and Bedloe fwore~ 

all the papalcommiilions paife~; by which the chief offices in Eng_Iand were fup! 
pli~d ·' 
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t·plied with Catholics. When verdiCt was given againft the prifoner, the audieAce 
, expreffed their fav.age joy by loud acclamations. So high indeed had the popular 
·rage mounted, that the witneffes for this unhappy man, on approaching the court, 
were almoft torn in pieces by the rabble: One in particular was bruifed to fuch a 

·.degree, as to put his ·Hfe in danger. And another, a woman, declared, that, un
lefs the court could afford her protection, fhe durfi: not give evidence : But as the 
judges could go no farther· than promife to punilh fuch as fhould injure her, the 
prifoner himfdf had the humanity to wave her tefiimony. 

So far the informers ·had proceeded with fuccefs: Their accufation was hitherto 
equivalenc·to a fentence of death. The firft check, which they received, ·was on Wakeman 

the trial of Sir George Wakeman, the ~een's phyfician, whom they accufed of an acquitte-d. 
• · ·r. 1 K' fi: . ft . c fWI I8thofJuly. ·mtentiOn to po110n t 1e mg. Jt was a rong c1rcum ance 10 1avour o a (eman, 
that Oates, in his firfi: information before the council, had accufed him only upon 
hear~fay; and when afked by the chancellor, whether he had any thing farther to 

charge him with, he added ; " God forbid I fhould fay any thing againft Sir 
'~ -George·: For I know nothing more··againft him." On the trial he gave pofi
tive ·evidence of the piifonei's guilt. There were· many other circum frances which 
favoured Wakeman: But whan:hiefly contributed to 'his acquittal, was the con
nexion of his caufe with that of the ~een, whom no-one, even during the higheft 
prejudices of the times, could fincerely believe guilty. The great importan'Ce Of 
the trial made men recollect themfdves, and recall that good fenfe and humanity, 
which feemed during fame time to have.abandoned the nation. The Chief juftice 
·himfelf, who had hitherto,favoured the·witneffes, exaggerated the plot, and railed 
againft the prifoners, was obferved to be wnfiderably mollified, and to give a fa
vourable charge to the jury. Oates and Bedloe had the affurance to attack him to 
his face, and even to accufe him of partiality before the council. The whole party, 
who had formerly much,extolled his conduct, made him the great objeCt of their 
refentment. ·W"lkemari'-s acquittal was indeed a fenfible mortification to the furi

'OUS pro!ecutors of the plot, and fixed·an indelible fiain .. upon the wirneffes. BLtt 

Wakeman, after he recovered hi:s liberty, finding•bimfelf expofed to fuch invete
rate enmity, and being threatened·.with farther profecutions, thought it prudent to 
-retire beyond fea ~ And his .flight was-interpreted as a proof of guilt, by thofe who 
-were frill refolved to perfift in the belief of the confpiracy. 

THE great difconttnts in England, and the refraEtory dil:ooEtion of the 'Parlia. StJte I'll ru{,irs 

ment excited the hopes of the- Scots covenanters, and gave them fame profpeet of in Sco.L.1d. 

an end to thofe grievous opprellions, lwder which they had fo long laboured. It 
was fufpeCted to have been the policy of 'Lauderdale and his afTociates. to puD1 thefe 

•\lnhappy men to extremity, and force them into rebellion 2 with a view of reaping 
R r 2 pd1t 
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profit from the forfeitures ar.d attainc,ers, which would enfue.upon it. Bunhe co. 
venanters, aware of this policy, had hitherto forborne all aCI:s of hoftility; and that 
tyrannical minifi:er had failed of his purpofe. An incident at laft happened, which 
brought on an infurretl:ion in that country. 

THE covenanters were much enraged againft Sharpe, the primate, whom they 
confidered as an apofiate from their principles, and whom they experienced to be 
an unrelenting perfecmor of all thofe who diffented from the eftabli!hed wor!hip. 
He bad an officer under him, one Carmichael, no lefs zealous than himfelf againft 
all conventicles, and who by his violent profecutions had rendered himfelf ex· 
tremely obnoxious to the fanatics. A company of thefe bad way-laid him on the 
road near St. Andrews, with an intention, if not of killing him, at leaft of beat
j.ng him fo feverely as would afterwards render him more cautious in perfecuting 
the Non-conformifts t. While looking out for their prey, they were furprized 
at feeing the archbifhop's coach pafs by ; and they immediately interpreted this 
incident as a declaration of the fecret purpofe of Providence againft him. But when 
they obferved, that almoft all his fervants, by fame accident, were abfenr, they 
no longer doubt~, that heaven had here delivered their capital enemy into their 
hands. Wtthout farther deliberation, they fell upon him ; dragged him from his 
coach;. tore him from the arms of his daughter, who interpofed with cries and 
tears : and piercing him with redoubled wounds, left him dead on the fpot, and 
immediately difperfed themfeves. 

TH 1 s atrocious action ferved the miniftry as a pretence for a more violent per
fecution againft the fanatics, on whom, without diftintl:ion, they laid the guilt of 
thofe furious affailins. It is indeed certain, that the murder of Sharpe had excited 
an univerfal joy among the covenanters; and that their blind zeal had often led 
them, in their books and fermons, to praife and recommend the affaffination of 
their enemies, whom they confidered as the enemies of all true piety and godlinefs. 
The ftories of J ael and Sifera, of Ehud and Eglon, refounded from every pul pir~ 

· The officers, quartered in the weft, r~ceived more ftrict orders to find out and 
difperfe all conventicles; and for that reafon the covenanters, inftead of meeting 
in fmall bodies, were obliged ro celebrate their wor!hip in numerous afiemblies, 
and to bring arms for their fecurity .. At R utherglen, a fmall borough near Glaf
gow, they openly fet forth a declaration againft prelacy, and in the market-place 
i>urned feveral acts of Parliament and acts of council, which had c-ftabli!hed pre
lacy, and prohibited all conventicles. For this inf1:1lt on government, they pur
pofely chafe the 29th of May, the anniverfary of the reftoration; and previoufly 
extinguifhed the bonfires, which had been kindled for that folemnity. 

t Wodrqw's hiilory of the fuffcrings of the ch1.mh of Scotland, vol. ii. p. z8. 
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CHARLES II. 

CA!'TAIN Gra~am, afterwards vifcount Dundee, an aB:ive and enterprizing offi- Chap. v. 
c:er, attacked a great conventicle upon Loudon-hill, and was repulfed with the lofs 1679· 

of thirty men. The covenanters finding that they were unwarily involved in fuch 
deep guilt, were engaged to perfevere, and to feek from their valour and fortun<t 
alone for that indemnity, which the feverity of the government left them no hope3 
of ever being able otberwife to obtain. They pufhed on to Glafgow, and tbq' at 
firft repulfed, they afterwards made themfelves mafters of that town; difpoffeffec;l 
all the eftablifhed clergy ; and iffued proclamtians, in which they declared, that 
they fought againft the King's fupremacy, againft popery and prelacy, and againft: 
a popifu fucceffor. 

HowEVER accident~! this infurreB:ion might appear, there is reafon to think,. 
that fume great men, in combina~ion with the popular leaders in England, had fe
cretly infrigated the covenanters to proceed to fuch extremities t, and hoped for the 
fame effects as had forty years before enfued from the diforders in Scotland. The· 
King alfo, apprehenfive of like confeq~1ences, immedia~ely difpatched Mon
mouth with a fm!lll body of Englilh cavalry. He joined the Scots guards, and 
fome regiments of militia, levied from ~he well-affeB:ed counties; and with great 
celerity marched towards the weft in quefl: of the rebels. They had taken poft at Battle of 

Bothwel-bridge between Hamilton and Glafgow; where there was no accefs to B~thwel
them but over the bridge, which a fmall body was able to defend againft the bndge. 

King's forces. They :fhowed great judgment in the choice of their pofr; but dif
covered neither judgment nor valour in any other fiep of their conduct. No no-
bility and few gentry had joined them : The minifi:ers were in reality the com-
manders; and the whole army never exceeded 8ooo men. Monmouth attacked zzd of June; 

the bridge; and the body of infurgents who defended it, maintained their pofr, as 
long as their ammuoi.tion lafted. When they fent for more, they received orders 
to abandon their ground, and to retire backwards. This imprudent meafure 
r~ined the army of the covenanters. Monmouth paffed the bridge without oppo-
fition, and drew up in order, oppofite to the enemy. His cannon alone put 
them to rout. About ;oo fell in the purfuit : For properly fpeaking there was 
no aB:iorr. Twelve hundred were taken prifoners ; and were treated by Mon-
mouth with an humanity, which they had never experienced in their own coun-
trymen. Such of them as would promife to live peaceably under the govern-
ment were difmiffed. About three hundred, who were fo obfrinate as to refufe 
this eafy condition, were :Chipped for Barbadoes; but unfortunately perifhed in the· 
voyage. Two of their cletgy were hanged. Monmouth was of a generous 
rlifpofltion; and befides, aimed at popularity in Scotland. The King intend~-

.. 

t Algernon Sidney ':i letters, p. go~ 
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-Chap. v. ed to intruft: the afFairs of that kingdom into his hands. He had marrie'd tt 
·l679· Scots lady, heirefs- of one of the moft confiderable families, and allied to aU 

'the chief nobility. And Lauderdale, as he was now declining· in ·his parts, and 
-was much decayed in his memory, began to lofe with the King that influence, 
which he had maintained during fo many years; notwithftanding all the efforts 

·of.his numerous enemies both in Scotland and England, and notwithftanding the 
many violent and tyrannical acH~·ns, of which ·he had been. guilty. Even at 
prefent, he retained fo much influence as to poifon all the good intentions, 
-which the King, either of himfelf or by Monmouth's fuggeftion, had· formed 
with regard to Scotland. An act of indemnity was granted ; but the minifter 
took care, that it fuould rather afford protection to himfelf and his affociates, 
than to the unhappy covenanters. And tho' orders were given to connive thence
forwards at all conventicles, he found means, under ·a variety of pretences, to elude 
·the execution. It muft be owned however to his praife, that he was the chief 
perfon, who by his council hafi:ened the expeditious march of· the -forces and 
the prompt orders to Monmouth ; and thereby difappointed all the expeCta
tions of the Englifh malecontents, who, refleCting on the difpofitions of mens 
minds in both kingdoms, had entertained great hopes from the pr~grefs of the 
Scots infurrection. 

,:c fl A ·P. 

I 
'$tate of parties.-State if the minifory.---Meal-tub plot.--:Whig 

and 'l'ory.--A new Parliammt.---"'Violence if the Commons.
Exclujion-bill.-Arguments fir and again.fl the Exclzflion.-Ex
clujion-bill rejecled.--'Trial qf Stajford.--His Execution.-Vio
lence [!f the Commons.-D!/folzttion qfthe Parliament.--New Par
liament at Oxford.-Fitzharris's cafe.-Parliament djfolved.
ViC!ory of the Royalijls.-

xc79· THE King, obferving that the whole nation concurred at firfl: in the 'belief 
and profecution of the popifh plot, had found it abfolutely requifite for 

his own fafety to pretend, in all public fpeeches and tranfactions, an entire belief 
and acquiefcence in that famous abfurdity, and by this artifice he had eluded the 

violent 
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,. violent and irrefifi:ible torrent of the people. When a little time and recollec· Chap. VI.' 

tion, as well as the execution of the pretended confpirators, had famewhat mode- Stat:~9~ar-· 
: rated the general fury, he was now enabled to form a ,conGderable party, devoted tie>. 

ro the interefts of the crown, and determined to oppofe the pretenfions of the 
malecontents. 

IN all mixt governments, fuch as that of England, the bulk of the nation wilt 
a.lways incline to preferve the entire frame of the contlitution; but, according to 
the various prejudices, interefts, and difpofitions of men, fame will ever atrach 
themfelves with more paffion to the regal, others to the popular part of the go
vernment. Th:-/ the King, after his reftoration, had endeavoured to abolifh the 
difrinction of parties, and had chofen his minitlers from among ali denominations ; -
r.o fooner had he lofLhis popularity, a~d expo,fed himfe!f ro generaljealoufy, than 
he found it resuifite to court the. old cavalier party, and to promife them full com
penfation for that neglect, of which they had hitherto complained. The prefmt · 
emergence made it fiill more neceifary for him to apply for their fupport ; and 
there were many circum fiances, which determined them, at this time, .to fly, to the 
affiftance of the crown,. and to the protection of the royal family. 

A PARTY ftrongly attached to monarchy will naturally_ be jealous of the right of 
fucceffion, by which alone, they believe, ftabili.ty to be preferved in the government~, 
and a b:urier fixed to the encroachments of popular aifemblies. The project, open
ly embraced of excluding the Duke, appeared to that party a dangerous innova- · 
tion : And the defign, fecretly projected, of advancing Monmouth, made them ap,
prehenfive, left the inconveniencies of a difputed fucceffion 1hould· be propagated to -
all poilerity. While the jealous lovers of liberty maintained, that a King, ·whole 
title dep~nded on the Parliament, would naturally be more regardful of the interefts 
and humours of the-people; the paffionate admirers of monarchy confidered this 
dependance as a degradation of kingly government, and a greit:· ftep towards the 
e-ilablif11ment ofa commonwealth in England. 

Bur tho' the union of the political Roy-;1lifts brought great acceffion of force to 
the crown, .Charles derived no lefs fupport from the confederacy, which he had, at
this time; the addrefs to form with the church of England. He reprefented to the 
church the great number of Preibyterians and other feCtaries; who had entered into 
the popular party; the encouragement and favour which they met with; the 1oud
nefs of their cries with reg"rd to popery and arbitrary power. And he made the 
eilablifhed clergy and their adherents apprehend, that the old fcheme for the abo
]ition of pre'acy as well as monarchy was revived, and that the fame miferies and 
oppreflions threatened them, to-which, during the civil wars and llf~1-rpatiom, they. 
had fo long_ been expo fed. 

7 
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THE memory alfo of thefe difmal times united many indifferent and impartial 
perfons to the Crown, and begot a dread, left the zeal for liberty fhould engraft 
itfelf on fanaticifm, and fhould once more kindle a civil war in the kingdom. 
Had not the King ftill retained the prerogative of dilfolving the Parliament, there 
was indeed reafon to apprehend the renewal of all the pretenfions and violences, 
which had ufhered in the lafi: commotions. The one period appeared an exaCt 
counterpart to the other: But frill difcerning judges could perceive, both in the 
fpirit of the parties and in the genius of the Prince, a very material difference; by 
means of which Charles was enabled at laft, tho' with the imminent peril of liberty, 
to preferve the peace of the nation. 

THE cry againft popery was very loud ; but it proceeded lefs from religious 
than from party zeal, in thofe who propagated, and even in thofe who adopted 
it. The fpirit of enthufiafm had occafioned fo much mifchief, and had been fo 
fuccefsfully exploded, that it was not poffible, by ar.y artifice, again to revive and 
fupport it. Cant had been ridiculed ; hypocrify deteCted; the pretenfions to a 
more thorough reformation, and to greater purity, had become fufpicious; and 
inftead of denominating themfelves the godly party, the appellation affeCted at the 
beginning of the civil wars, the prefent patriots were contented to call themfelves 
the good and the honeft party t : A fure prognoftic, that their meafures were not to 
be fo furious, nor 'their pretenfions fo exorbitant. 

THE King too, tho' not endowed with the integrity and ftriCl: principles of his 
father, was happy in a more amiable manner, and more popular addrefs. Far 
from being diftant, fiately, or referved, he had not a grain of pride or vanity in 
his whole compofition t; but was the mofi: affable, beft bred man alive. /fe 
treated his fubjeCl:s like noblemen, like gentlemen, like freemen; not like vaffals 
or boors. His profeffions were plaufible, his whole behaviour engaging; fo that 
he won upon the hearts, even while he lofl: the good opinion of his fubjetl:s, and 
often balanced their judgment of things by their perfonal inclination §. In his pub
lic conduct likewi[e, tho' he had fometimes embraced meafures dangerous to the 
liberty and religion of his people, he had never been found to perfevere obftinately 
in them, but had always returned into that path, which their united opinion feemed 
to point out to him. And upon the whole, it feemed to many, cruel and even 
iniquitous, to remark coo rigoroufly the failings of a prince, who difcovered fo 
much facility in correCting his errors, and fo much lenity in pardo-ning the offences 
committed againft hitnfelf. 

t Temple, vol. i. p. 33 5'. t Temple, vol. i. p. 449· 
§ Diifeltati::m on Panics, le,ter vii. 
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THE general affeB:ion, which was borne the King, appeared fignally about this Chap. vr. 
r 1679• time. He fell fick at W~nd10r; and had two or three fits of a fever, fo violent 

as made his life be thought in danger. A general amazement feized all ranks of 
men, encreafed by the apprehenfions entertained of his fucceffor. In the prefent 
difpofition of men's minds, the King's death, to ufe an expreffiori of Sir William 
Temple *, was regarded as the end of the world. The malecontents, it was 
feared, would proceed to extremities, and immediately kindle a civil war in the 
kingdom. Either their entire fuccefs, or entire failure, or even the balance and 
conteft of parties, feemed all of them events equally fatal. The King's chief 
counfellors, therefore, Efi'ex, Halifax, and Sunderland, who ftood on very bad State of the 

terms with Shafte:lbury and the popular party, advifed him to fend fecretly for the minillry. 

Duke, that, in cafe of any finifter accident, that Prince might be ready to affert 
his right againft the oppofition, which he was likely to meet with. When the 
Duke arrived, he found his brother out of danger ; and it was agreed to conceal zd of Sep

the invitation, which he had received. His journey, however, was attended with tember. 

very important confequences. He prevailed on the King to difgrace Monmouth, 
whofe projects were now known and avowed; to deprive him of his command in 
the army ; and to fend him beyond fea. He himfelf returned to Brufi'els ; but 
made a very fhort ftay in that place. He obtained leave to retire to Scotland, 
under pretence ftill of quieting the apprehenfions of the Engliih nation; but really 
with a purpofe of fecuring that kingdom in his interells. 

THo' E!fex and Halifax had concurred in the refolutioh of inviting over 
the-Duke, they foon found, that they had not obtained his confidence, and that 
even the King, while he made tJfe of their fervice, had no fincere regard for their 
perfons. Efi'ex in difguft refigned the Treafury : Halifax retired to his country
feat: Temple, defpairing of any accommodation among fuch enraged parties, 
withdrew almoft entirely to his books and his gardens. The King, who changed 
rninifters as well as meafures with great indifference, beftowed at this time his 
chief confidence on Hyde, Sunderland, and Godolphin. Hyde fucceeded Effex 
in the treafury. 

ALL the King's mini-fters, as well as himfelf, were extremely averfe to the meet
ing of the new Parliament, which they expected to find as refractory as any of the 
preceding. The eleCtions had gone moftly in favour of the country party. The 
terrors of the plot had ftill a mighty influence over the populace; anrl the appre
henfions of the Duke's bigotted principles and arbitrary character, weighed with all 
men of fenfe and reflection. The King therefore rcfdved to prorogue the Parlia-

* Vol. i. p; 34Z• 
VoL. VI. s f ment, 
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ment, that he might try, whether time would allay thofe humours, which, by 
every other expedient, he had in vain attempted to mollify. In this meafure he 
did not expeCt the concurrence of his council. He knew, that thofe popular 
leaders, whom he had admitted, would zealoufly oppofe a refolution, which dif
concerted all their fchemes ; and that the royalifts would not dare, by fupporting 
it, to expofe themfelves to the vengeance of the Parliament, when ir fbould be af
fembled. Thefe reafons obliged him to take this fiep entirely of himfelf; and he 
only declared his refolurion in council. It is remarkable, that, tho' the King had. 
made profeffion never to embrace any meafure without advice of his council, he had 
often broke that refolution, and had been neceffitated in affairs of the greateft 
confequence, to controul their opinion. Many of them in difguft threw up about 
this time ; particularly lord Ru:ffel, the moil: popular man in the nation, as well 
from the mildnefs and integrity of his manners, as from his zealous attachment 
to the religion and liberties of his country. Tho'· carried into fome extremes, his 
intentions were ever efteemed tlpright ; and being, heir to the moff opulent for
tune in the kingdom, as well as void of ambition, men believed, that nothing 
but the !aft neceffity would ever engage him to embrace any defperate meafures. 
Shafteibury, who was, in moft particulars, of an oppofite charaCter, was remov
ed by .the King from the office of prefident of the council ; and the earl of Rad
nor, a man who poffe:ffed whimfical talents and fplenetic virtues,_ was fubll:iruted 
in his place. 

IT was the favo~r and countenance of the Parliament, w-hich had chiefly encou
raged the rumour of plots; but the nation had got fo much into that. vein of cr~ 
dulity, and every neceffitous villain was fo much incited by the fuccefs of Oa~ls 
and Bedloe, that even during the prorogation the people were not allowed to re
main in tranquillity. There was one Dangerfield, a fellow who had been burn<.;d in 
the hand for crimes, tranfported, whipped, pilloried four times, fined for cheats, 
outlawed for felony, convicted of coining, and expofed to all the public infamy

11 

which the laws could infliCt on the bafeft and moft fhameful enormities. The cre
dulity of the people, and the humour of the times, enabled even this man to become 
a perfon of confequence. He was the author of a new incident, called the l'v!eal tub 
plot, from the place where fome papers, regarding it, were found. The bottom 
of this affair it is difficult, and not very material, to difcover. It only appears, 
that Dangerfield, under pretence of betraying the confpiracies of the Prefbyterians; 
had been countenanced by fome Catholics of condition, and had even been ad., 
mitted to the Duke's prefence and the King's. And that under pretence of revealing 
new popi!h plots, he had obtained accefs to Shafteibury and fome of the popular 

leaders. 
7 
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Jleaders. "Vhich fide he intended to cheat, is uncertain ; or whether he did not 
rather mean to cheat both : . But he foon found, thanhe belief of the nation was 
.much more open to a popifh than a pre!byterian plot; and he refolved to ftrike in 
with the prevailing humour, Tho' no weight could be laid on his teftimony, great 

.clamour was raifed; as if the Court, by way of retaliation, had intended to load the 
Pre!byterians with the guilt of a falfe confpiracy. It muft be confeffed, that the 
prefent period, by the prevalence and fufpicion of fuch mean and ignoble arts on 
all fides, throws a great ftain on the Britifh annals. 

Chap. VI. 
I6]9• 

ONE of the moft innocent artifices, practifed by party-men at this time, was the 17th of No

additional ceremony, pomp, and expence, with which a pope-burning was cele- vember. 
brated in London : This fpeB:ade ferved to entertain, and amufe, and enflame 
the populace. The duke of Monmouth Iikewife came over without leave, and 
made a triumphant proceffion thro' many parts of the kingdom, extremely careffed 
and admired by the people. All thefe arts feemed requifite to fupport the general 
prejudices, during the long interval of Parliament. Great endeavours were alfo 

ufed to obtain the King's.confent for the meeting of that affembly. Seventeen 1 6so. 

peers prefented a petition to that purpofe. Many of the corporations imitated this 
example. Notwithfi:anding feveral marks of difpleafure, and even a menacing pro
clamation from the King, petitions came from all parts, earneftly infifling on a 
feffion of Parliament. The danger ·of popery, the terrors of the plot, were never 
forgot in any of thefe addreffes. 

TuMuLT vous _petitioning was one af the chief artifices, 'by which the malecon
tents in the lafi: reign had att.Jcked the Crown: And tho' the manner of fubfcribing 
and delivering petitions was now fomewhat limited by act of Padiamenr, the thing 
itfelf ftill remained.; and was an admirable expedient for infefting the ·court, 
for fpreading difcontent, and for uniting the nation in any popular clamour. As 
the King found no law, by which be could puniih thofe importunate, and, as he 
efteemed them, undutiful folicitarions, he was obliged to encounter them by popular 
applicJtions of a contrary t::nci..:ncy. Wherever the church and court party pre
vailed, addreffes were framed, containing e+.l(preffions of the higheft regard to his 
rv1ajefty, the moft entire acquief:::e;;ce in his Vvifdom, the mofi: dutiful fubmiffion to 

his prerogative, and the deepeft abhorrence of thofe, who endeavoured to encroach 
on it, by prefcribing to him any tilne for affembling the Parliament. Thus the 
nation came to be difl:inguifhed into Petiticncrs and Abhorrers. Factior:s indeed 
were at this time extremely animated againfi: each other. The very names, by 
which each party cenominated its antagonift, difcover the virulence and rancour:!J 
which prevailed. For befides Petitioner and Abhorrer, appellations which were 

S f 2 foon 
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Chap. VI. foon forgot, this year is remarkable for being the epoch of the well-known epithets 
1680· of WHIG and T 0 R Y, by which, and fometimes without any very material >,-';'hig and 

Tory. difference, this ifland has been fo long divided. The court party reproached their 
antagonifl:s with their affinity to the fanatical conventiclers in Scotland, who were 
known by the name of Whigs: The country party found a refemblance between 
the courtiers and the popifh banditti in Ireland, to whom the appe1lation of Tory 
was affixed. And after this manner, thefe foolifh terms of reproach came into pub
lic and generalufe; and even at prefent feem not nearer their end than when they 
were firft invented. 

THE King ufed every art to encourage his partizans, and to reconcile the people 
to his government. He perfevered in the great zeal which he affected againft 
popery. He even allowed feveral priefl:s to be put to death, for no other crime 
but their having received orders in the Romifh church. It is fingular, that one 
of them, called Evans, was playing at tennis, when the warrant for his immediate 
execution was notified to him : He fwore, that he would play out his fet firft. 
Charles, with the fame view of acquiring popularity, formed an alliance with 
Spain; and alfo offered an alliance to Holland : Hut the Dutch, terrified with 
the great power of France, and feeing little refource in a country fo difl:racted 
as England, declined acceptance. He had fent for the Duke from Scotland, 
but deflred him to return, when the time of. affembling the Parliament began to 
approach. 

IT was of great confequence to the popular party, while the meeting of thy-Par .. 
liament depended on the King's will, to keep the law, whofe operations are per"' 
petual, entirely on their fide. The !heriffs of London by their office return the 
juries: It had been ufual for the mayor to nominate one fheriff by drinking to 
him ; and the common hall had ever without difpute confirmed the mayor's 
choice. Sir Robert Clayton, the mayor, named one who was not acceptable to 
the popular party : The common hall rejeCted him; and Bethel and Cornifh, two 
independants, and republicans, and of confequence deeply engaged with the male
contents, were chofen by a majority of voices, In fpite of all remonfirances and 
oppofition, the citiztns FerGfted in their choice ; and the court party were obliged 
for the prefem to acquiefce. 

JuRIES however were not fo partial in the city, but that reafon and jufl:ice, 
even when the popifh plot was in queftion, could fometimes prevail. The earl 

·lJd of Jore. of Caftlemaine, hufband to the famous dutchefs of Cleveland, was acquitted about 
this time ; tho' accufcd by Oates and Dangerfield of an intention to affaffi
nH..; the King. S;r 1 bonus Gafcoignr, a very aged gentleman in the north. 

being 
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being accufed by two fervants, whom he had difmiifed for diihonefty, received a 
like verdict. Thefe trials were great blows to the plot, which now began to fiag
ger in the judgment of moft men, except thofe who were devoted to the country . 
party. But in order fiill to preferve alive the zeal againft popery, the earl 9f 
Shaftefbury appeared in Weftminfter-hall, attended by the earl of Huntington, the 
lords RufTel, Cavendilh, Gray, Brandon, Sir Henry Caverty, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, 
Sir William Cooper, and other perfons of diftincrion, and prefented to the grand 
jury of Middlefex reafons for indiCting the Duke of York as a popifh recufant. 
While the jury were deliberating on this extraordinary prefentment, the chief' juf-
tice fent for them up, and fuddenly, ev-en fomewhat irregularly, difmiffed them. 
Shaftefbury however obtained the end, for which he had undertaken this bold mea-
fure: He !bowed to all his followers the defperate refolution, which he had em-, 
braced, never to admit of any accommodation or compofition with the Duke. By 
fuch daring conduct he aifured them, that he was fully determined not to defert 
their caufe, and he engaged them to a like devoted perfeverance in all the mea-
fures, which he fhould fuggefl: to them. 

Chap. VI. 
168o. 

As the kingdom was regularly and openly divided into two ze1lou,s parties, it Hl1 of OCto· 

was not difficult for the King to know, that the majority of the new Houfe of Com- bA,er. P 
new ar-

mons was engaged in interefis oppnfite to the Court: But that he might leave no lia:11ent. 

expedient untried, which could compofe the unhappy differences among his fub-
jeB:s, he refolved at Jail:, after a very long interval, to aifemble the Parliament. In 
his fpeech, he told them, that the feveral prorogations, which he had made>, had 
been very advantageous to his neighbours, and very ufeful to himfelf: Th:::t he bad 
employed ~hat time in perfeCting with the Crown of Spain an alliance, which had 
been often defired by former Parliaments, and which, he doubted not, would be ex-
tremely agreeable to them: That in order to give weight to this meafure, and render 
it benefic1al to Cbriftendom, it was necdfary to avoid all domeftic diffcnfions, and to 

unite themfelves firmly in the fame views and purpofcs: That he was determined, 
that nothing on his part fhould be wanting to fuch a falutary end; and provtded the 
fuccefiion be preferved in its due and legal courfe, he would concur in any new ex-
pedients for the fecurity of the protefiant religion: That the farther examination 
of the popifh p1ct and the punifhment of the criminals, were requiflte for the fafety 
both of King and kingdom:· And after recommending to them the neceffity of pro-
viding, by fome fupplies, for the fafety of Ta1~giers, he proreeded in thefe words : 
" But that which I va\1~ above all the treafure in the we rld, and \'ihl~h I am fure 
" will give us greater ihength and reputation both at home and abrcad than any 
" treafure can do, is, a perfect union among ourfelves. Nothing b,,t this can re-

H 11ore 
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,Chap. VI. " 11:ore the kingdom to that ftrength and vigour which it feems to have loll, artd 
t6go. " raife us again to that confideration, which England hath ufually poffeffed. All 

H Europe have their eyes upon this affembly, and think their own happinefs and 
" mifery, as well as ours, will depend upon it. If we 1hould be fo unhappy as to 
" fall into mifunderftandings among ourfelves to that degree as,would render our 
'' friendfhip unfafe to truft to, it will not be wondered at, if our neighboursfhould 
" begin to take new refolutions, and perhaps fuch as may be fatal toll-S. Let us 
" therefore take care, that we do not gratify our enemies, and ·difcourage our 
" friends, by any unfeafonabJ.e difputes. If any fuch do happen, the world will 
" fee, that it was no fault of mine : For I have done all that Jt was poffible for 
" me to do, to keep you in peace, while I live, and to leave you ,fg, when I die. 
" But from Jo great prudence.and fo good affeetion as yours, I can fear nothing 
" of this kind ; but do rely upon you all, that you will do your beft endeavours 
,(;' to bring this_ Parliament to a good and ha,ppy conclufion." 

ALL thefe mollifying expreffions had no influence with .the Commons. Every 
Violence of fl:ep, which they took, betrayed that zeal, with which they were animated. They 
theCommons. d h . I d b d . h f h .r. b' .o. • • h K' .c h - vote , t at It was t 1e un ou te ng t o t e tu ~e~. .. to petmon t e mg 10r t e 

calling and fitting of Parliament. Not contented with this decifion, which feems 
very juftifiahle in a mixt Monarchy, they ~ell with the utmoft violence on all thofe 
.Abhorrers, who, in their addreffes to the Crown, had expreffed their difapprobation 
of thofe petitions. They did not reflect, that it was as lawful for one party of men, 
as for another, to exprefs their fentiments of public affairs, and that the beft efta
blifhed right, in particular circumftances, may be abufed, and even the e~rcife of 
it become an object of abhorrence. For this offence, they ex;pelled Si/Thomas 
Withens. They appointed a committee for farther enquiry into fuch members as 

, had been guilty of a like crime j and complaints were lodged againft lord Pafton, 
Sir Robert Malverer, Sir Bryan Stapleton, Taylor and Turner. They addreifed the 
King againft Sir George Jefferies, recorder of London, for his activity in the fame 
caufe ; and they frightened him into a refignation -of his office, in which he was 
fucceeded by Sir George Treby, a great leader of the popular party. They voted 
an i,mpeachment againfl: North, chief juftice of the common pleas, for drawing the 
proclamation ;1gainfl: tumultuous petitions : But upon examination found the pr.o~ 
clamation fo cautioufly worded, that it afforded them no handle againft him. A 

.Petition had been prefented to the King from Taunton : " How dare you deliver 
" me fuch a paper?" faid the King to the perfon who rre(ented it. " Sir," replied 
he, " my name is DARE." For this faucy reply, bu_t under other pretences, he had 
'been tritd, and fined, and committed to prifon. The Commons now addreffed 

the 
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. rhe:;:King for his liberty and for the remittance of his fine. Some printers alfo and 
authors of feditious libels, they took under their proteCl:ien. 

GREAT numbers of the Abhorrers, from all parts of England, were feized by 
order of the Commons, and committed to cuftody. The liberty of the fubjeB:, 
which had been fo carefully guarded by the great charter, and by the late law of 
Habeas Corpus, was every day violated by their arbitrary and capricious com· 
mitments. The chief jealoufy, 'tis true, of the Engli!h confl:itution is naturally 
and juftly directed againft the Crown; nor indeed have the Commons any other 
way of fecuring their privileges but by commitments, which, as they cannot be
forehand be exactly determined by law, mufi always appear in fome degree arbitrary; 
Senfible of thefe reafons, the people had hitherto, without murmuring, feen this 
difcretionary power exercifed by the Haufe: But as it was now carried to extremes; 
and was abufed to ferve the purpofes of a faction, great complaints againft it were 
heard from all quarters. At !aft, the vigour and courage of one Stowe! of Exeter,. 
an Abhorrer, put an end to the practice. He refufed to obey the ferjeant at arms, 
ftood upon his defence, and faid that he knew of no law, by which they pretend
ed to commit him. The Haufe, finding it equally dangerous to proceed or to 
recede, got off by an evafion : They inferted in their votes, that Stowe! was in· 
difpofed, and that a month's time was allowed him for his recovery. 

BuT the chief violence of the Haufe of Commons appeared in all their tranfac
tions with regard to the plot, which they profecuted with the fame zeal and the 
fame credulity as their predeceffors. They renewed the former vote, which af
firmed the reality. of the horrid popilh plot ; and in order the more to terrify the 
people, they even afferted, that, notwithftanding the difcovery, the plot ftill fub'
fifi:ed. They expelled Sir Robert Can and Sir Robert Yeomans, who had been 
complained o~ for faying,. that there was no popiih, but therewasa prefbyterian 
plot. And they greatly lamented the death of Bedloe, whom they called a mate
rial witnefs, and on whofe teftimony they much depended. He had been feized with 
a fever at Briftol, had fent for chief jutlice North, confirmed all his former evi
dence:t except that with regard to the Duke and the ~een, and de fired North to 
apply to the King for fame money to relieve him in his neceffities. A few days 
after he died ; and the whole party triumphed extremely in this incident : As if 
fuch a tefi:imony could be efi:eemed the affirmation of a dying man, as if his con_ 
feffion of perjury in fame inftances could affure his veracity in the reft, and as if 
the perfeverance of one profligate could outweigh the lafi: words of fo many men, 

. guilty of no other crime but that of popery. 

THE Commons even endeavoured, by their countenance and protetl:ion, to purge 
• off. the extreme infamy, ~with whic~ Dangerfield was loaded, and to reftore him w 
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a capacity of being a witnefs. The whole tribe of informers, they applauded and 
rewarded: Jennifon, Turberville, Dugdale, Smith, la Faria, appeared before 
them ; and their tefrimony, however frivo1ous or abfurd, met with a favourable 
reception : The King was applied to in the:r behalf for penfions and pardons : 
Their narratives were printed with that fac:Clion, which arofe from the approba
tion of the Houle. Dr. Tongue was recommended for the firfr confiderable 
church preferment, which fhould become vacant. Confidering mens determined 
refolution to believe, infread of admiring that a palpable falfhood fhould be main
tained by witneifes, it may jufrly appear wonderful, that no better evidence was 
ever produced againft the Catholics. 

THE principal reafons, which frill fupported the clamour of the popi.fh plot, were 
the apprehenfions, fo juftly entertained by the people, of the Duke of York, and 
the refolution, embraced by their leaders, of· excluding him from tbe throne. 
Shafrefbury, and many confiderable men of the party, had rendered themfelves to· 
tali y irreconcileable with him, and could find their fafety no way but in his ruin. 
Monmouth's friends hoped, that the exclufion of that Prince would make way for 
their patron. The refentment againfr the Duke's apofracy, the love of liberty, 
the zeal for religion, the attachment to fac1ion; all thefe motives incited the coun
try party. And above all, what fupported the refolution of adhering to the ex
clufion, and rejeCting all expedients offered, was the hope artificially encouraged, 
that the King would at laft be obliged to yield to their demand. His revenues 
were extremely burdened ; and even if free, could fcarce fuffice for the. neceffary 
charges of government, much lefs for that pleafure and expence, to w~ich he was 
ftrongly inclined. Tho' he had withdrawn his countenance from Mqhmouth, he 
was known fecretly to retain a great affeEt:ion for him. On no occafio'n had he ever 
been found to perfift obfrinately againft difficulties and importunity. And as his 
beloved mifrrefs, the dutchefs of Portfmouth, had been engaged, either from lu
crative views, or the hopes of making the fucceffion fall on her own children, to 
unite herfelf with the popular party ; th-is incident was regarded as a favourable 
prognofric of their fuccefs. Sunderland, fecretary of ftate, who had linked his 
intereft with that of the dutchefs, had concurn:d in the fame meafure. 

BuT befides friendfhip to his brother and a regard to the right of fucceffion, 
there were many ftrong reafons, which had determined Charles to perfevere in 
oppofing the exclufion. All the royalifts and the devotees to the church, that 
party by which ~;lone Monarchy was fupported, regarded the right of fucceffion as 
inviolable ; and if ;; bandoned by the King, in fo capital an article, it was to be 
feared, that they would, in their turn, defert his caufe, and deliver him over to 
the pretenfions and ufurpations of the country party. The country party, or the 
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Whigs, as they were called, if they did not frill retain fome propenfity towards 
1 a republic, were at leaft affected with a violent jealoufy of regal power ; and it 

was equally to be dreaded, that, being enraged with oppofition, and animated 
with fuccefs, they would, if they prevailed in this pretenfion, be willing, as well as 
able, to reduce the prerogative within very narrow limits. All menaces there-
fore, all promiles were in vain employed againft the King's refolution : He ne-
ver would be prevailed with to defert his friends, and put himfelf into the hands 
of his enemies. And having voluntarily made fuch important conceffions, and 
offered, ove~and over again, fuch frrong limitations, he was well pleafed to find 
them rejetl:ed by the obfrinacy of the Commons ; and hoped, that, after the fpirit 
of oppofition had fpent itfelf in fruitlefs violence, the time would come, when he 
might fafely appeal againft his Parliament to his people. 

So much were the popular leaders determined to carry matters to extremity, 
that in lefs than a week after the commencement of the feffion, a motion was made 
for bringing in an exclufion-bill, and a committee was appointed for that pur
pofe. This bill differed in nothing from the former, but in two articles, which 
lhowed frill an increafe of zeal in the Commons : The bill was to be read to 
the people twice a year in all the churches of the kingdom, and every one, who 
fhould fupport the Duke's title, was rendered incapable of pardon but by aCt of 
Parliament. 

THE debates were carried on with great violence on both fides. The bill was 
defended by Sir William Jones, who had now refigned his office of attorney-ge
neral, by lord Ruffel, by Sir Francis Winnit~gton, Sir Harry Ca{?el, Sir William 

Chap. vr. 
r68o. 

" Pulteney, by colonel Titus, Treby, Hambden, Montague. It was~ oppofed by toth of No· 
Sir Leoline Jenkins, fecretary of ftate, Sir John Erneley, chancellor of the Ex- vember. 

chequer, by Hyde, Seymour, Temple. The arguments, trarifmitted to us may 
~. be reduced to the following topics. 

IN every government, faid the exclufionifls, there is fomewhere an authority 
abfolute and fupreme ; nor can any determination, however unufual, which re~ ~~~~~;~~nft 
ceives the fan8:ion of the 1egifiature, ever afterwards admit of difpute or controul. the exclufion. 

The liberty of any confl:itution, fo far from diminifhing this abfolute power, feems 
rather to add force to it, and to give it greater influence over the people. The 
more parts of the frate concur in any legifi:ttive decifion, and the more free their 
voice.; the J.efs likelihood is there that any oppofition will be made to thofe mea-
fures, which receive the final fantl:ion of their authority. In Enghnd the legif-
lative power 1s lodged in King, Lords, and Commons, which comprehend every 
order of the .community: And there is no pretext for exempting aAy circumfiance 
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of govemment, not even the fucceffion of the Crown, from fo full and decifive a 
jurifdiction. Even exprefs declarations have, in this particular, been made of par
lia~:nentary authority: lnftances have occurred, where it has been exerted: And 
tho' prudential reafons may juftly be alleged, why fuch innovations fhould never 
be attempted but on extraordinary occalions, the power and right are for ever 
vefted in the community. But if any occafion can be deemed extraordinary, if 
any emergence can require unufual expedients, it is the prefent; when the heir to 
the Crown has renounced the religion of the il:ate, and has zealoufly embraced a 
faith, totally hoftile and incompatible. A prince of that communion can never 
put truft ln a people, fo prejudiced againft him: The people rnuft be equally dif· 
fident of fuch a prince. Foreign and defrruB:ive alliances will feem to the one 
the only protection of his throne: Perpetual jealoufy, oppofition, faction, even 
infurreB:ions will be employed by the other as the fole fecurities for their liberty 
and religion. Tho' theological principles, when fet in oppofition to paffions, 
have often fmall influence on mankind in general, ftilllefs on princes ; yet when 
they become fymbols of faction, and marks of party di(tinCl:ions, they concur with 
one of the ftrongeft paffions in the human frame, and are then capable of carry
ing men to the greateft extremities. Notwithftanding the better judgment and 
milder difpofition of the King; how much has the influence of the Duke already 
difl:urbed the tenor of government ? How often engaged the nation into meafures 
totally deftrudive of their foreign interefts and honour, of their domeftic repofe 
and tranquillity ? The more the abfurdity and incredibility of the popi!h plot 
are infifted on, the ftronger reafon it affords for the exclufiotl of the Duke ; !}nee 
the univerfal belief of it difcovers the extreme antipathy of the nation to hi's re
ligion, and the .utter impoffibility of ever bringing them to acquiefce peaceably 
under the dominion of fuch a Sovereign. The prince, finding himfelf in fo pe
rilous a fituation, muft feek for fecurity by defperate remedies, and by totally fub-
duing the privileges of a nation, who had betrayed fuch hofrile difpofitions to
wards himfelf, and towards every thing which he deems the moil: facred. It, is 
in vain to propofe limitations and expedients. Whatever fhare of authority is 
]eft in the Duke's hands, will be employed to the deftruB:ion of the nation ; 
and even the additional refrraints, by difcovering the public diffidence and aver· 
fion, will ferve him as incitements to put himfelf in a condition entirely abfo
Jute and independent. And as the laws of England frill make refiftance trea
fon, and neither do nor can admit of any pofitive exceptions; what folly to 

leave the kingdom in fo perilous and abfurd a fituation ; where the greateft vir
tue will be expofed to the moft fevere profcription, and where the law~- can only 

' be 
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be faved by expedients, which thefe fame laws have declared the higheft crime Chap. VI. 

z68p. 
and enormity ? 

THE court party reafoned in an oppofite manner. An authority, they thought, 
entirely abfolute and uncontroulable is a mere chimera, and is no where to be found 
i'n any human inftitutions. All government is founded on opinion and a fenfe of 
duty; and wherever the fupreme magiftrate, by any law or pofitive prefcription, 
lhocks an opinion regarded as fundamental, and eftabli!hed with equal firmnefs as 
his own authority, he fubverts the principle, by which he himfelf is eflablilhed., 
and can no longer hope for obedience. l n European monarchies, the right of 
fucceffion is juftly efteemed a fundamental ; and even tho' the whole legiflature be 
vefted in a fingle perfon, it would never be permitted him, by an edict, to dilin
herit his lawful heir, and call a {hanger or more diftant relation to the Throne. 
A bufes in other parts of government are capable of redrefs, from more difpaf
fionate enquiry or better information of the Sovereign, and till then ought pati~ 
ently to be endured : But violations of the right of fucceffion draw fuch terrible 
confequences after them as are not to be paralleled by any other grievance or 
inconvel'lience. Vainly is it pleaded, that England is a mixed Monarchy, and 
that a law, framed by King, Lords, and Commons, is enacted by the concur
rence of every part of the ftate: It is plain, that there remains a very powerful 
party, who may indeed be out-voted, but who never will deem a law, fubver
five of hereditary righ,t, to be anywife valid or obligatory. Limitations, fuch 
as are propofed by the King, give no fuock to the conftitution, which, in many 
particulars, is already limited ; and they may be fo calculated as to ferve every 
purpofe, which is fought for by an exclufion. If the antient barriers againft re
gal authority have been able, during fo many ages, to remain impregnable ; how 
mu~h more, thofe additional ones, which, by depriving the Monarch of power, 
tend fo far to their own fecurity? The very fame jealoufy too of religion, which 
has engaged the people to lay thefe reftraints upon the fuccdfor, will lelfen ex
tremely the number of his partizans, and make it utterly impracticable for him, 
either by force or artifice, to break the fetters, impofed upon him. The King's 
age and vigorous ftate of health promife him a long life : And can it be prudent 
to tear the whole ftate in pieces, in order to provide againft a contingency, 
which, it is very likely, may never happen? No human fchemes can fecure the 
public in all poffible events; and the bill of exclufion itfelf, however accurately 
framed, leaves room {or very obvious and very mtural fuppofltions, to which it 
pretends not to provide any remedy. Should the Duke have a fon, after the 
King's death ; mufr that fon) without any default of his own, forfeit his title! 
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Chap. '\'I. Or muft the princefs of Orange defcend from the Throne, in order to give place 
J68o. to the lawful fucceifor? But were all thefe reafonings falfe, it fti11 remains to be 

confidered, that in public deliberations we feek not the expedient, which is befr 
in itfelf, but the heft of fuch as are praCticable. The King willingly confents to 
limitations, and has already offered fome which are of the utmoft importance : 
But he iS determined to endure any extremity rather than allow the right of fuc
ceffion to be invaded. Let us beware of th-at factious violence, which leads us 
to demand more than will be granted ; left we lofe the advantage of thofe be
neficial conceffions, and leave the nation, on the King's deceafe, at the mercy 
of a zealous Prince, irritated with the ill ufage, which he imagines, he has al
ready met with. 

IN the Haufe of Commons, the reafoning of the exclufioniil:s appeared the 
moft convincing; and the bill paired by a great majority. It was in the Houfe 
of Peers that the King expected to oppofe it with fuccefs. The court party was 
there fo prevalent, that it was carried only by a majority of two to pay fo much 

1 ~th of No- refpetl: to the bill as even to commit it. When it came to be debated, the con
vember. 

teft was very violent. Shafteibury, Sunderland, and Eifex argued for it : Ha-
lifax chiefly conduCted the debate againft it, and difplayed an extent of capacity 
and a force of eloquence, which had never been furpaifed in that aifembly. He 
was animated, as well by the greatnefs of the occafion, as by a rivallhip to his 
uncle Shaf(efbury; whom, during that day's debate, he feemed, in the judgment 
of all, to have totally eclipfed. The King was prefent during the whole debate:t 
whicij was prolonged till eleven at night. The bill was thrown out by a confi-

Exclufion bill derable majori~y. All the bifhops, except three, voted againft it. Be fides -the 
rejeCl:ed. influence of the Court over them ; the church of England, they imagined or 

pretended, was in much greater danger from the prevalence of Prefbtedanifm 
than of Popery, which, tho' favoured by the Duke and even by the King, was 
extremely repugnant to the genius of the nation. 

THE Commons difcovered much ill humour upon this difappointment. They 
immediately voted an addrefs for the removal of Halifax from the King's councils 
and prefence for ever. Tho' the pretended caufe was his advifing the late frequent 
prorogations of Parliament, the real reafon was apparently his vigorous oppofition 
to the exclufion-bill. When the King applied for money to enable him to defend 
Tangiers, which he declared his prefent revenues totally unable to fupport; in
ftead of complying, they voted fuch an addrefs as was in reality a remonfirance, 
and one little lefs violenr, than that famous remonftrance, which ufhered in the 

' civil wars. All the abu!es of government, from the beginning almofr of the 
reign.i 
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reign, are there in!Hl:ed on ; the Dutch war, the alliance with France, the proro- Chap. VI. 
168o. 

gations and di£folutions of Parliament ; and as all thefe meafures, as well as the 
damnable and hellijh plot, are afcribed to the machinations of the Papifrs, it was 
plainly infinuated, that the King had, all along, lain under the influence of that 
party, and was in reality the chief confpirator againft the religion and liberties o£ 
his people. 

TH& Commons, tho' they conducted the great bufinefs of the exclufion with 
extreme violence and even imprudence, had yet much reafon for that jealoufy, 
which gave rife to it : But their vehement profecution of the popilh plot, even 
after fo long an interval, difcovers fuch a fpirit, either of credulity or injuftice,. 
as admits of no apology. The impeachment of the Catholic lords in the Tower 
was revived ; and as the vifcount Stafford, from his age, infirmities, and narrow 
capacity, was efteemed the leaft capable of defending himfelf, it was determined 
to make him the firft viCtim, that his condemnation might: pave the way for a 
fentence againft the reft. The chancellor, now created earl of Nottingham, was 3oth of Ng.; 

appointed lord high-fteward for conducting this trial. vember. 

' THERE were three witnelfes produced againft the prifoner; Oates, Dugdale, Trial of Staf~ 
and Turberville. Oates fwore, that he faw Fenwic, the jefuit, deliver to Stafford ford. 

a commiffion figned by de Oliva, general of the jefuits, conftituting him paymafter-
to the papal army, which was to be levied for the fubduing of England: For this 
ridiculous impofture fl:ill maintained its credit with the Commons. Dugdale gave 
teftimony, that the prifoner, at Tixal, a feat of lord Afton's, had endeavoured to 
engage him in the defign of murdering the King; and had promifed him, befides 
the honour of being fainted by the church, a reward of soo pounds for that fer-
vice. Turberville affirmed, that the prifoner, in his own houfe at Paris, had 
made him a like propofal. To offer money for murdering a King, without lay-
ing down any fcheme, by which the a£faffin may enfure fome probability or 
poffibility of efcape, is fo incredible in itfelf, and may fo eafily be maintained by 
any proftitute evidence, that an accufation of that nature,_ not accompanied with 
circumftances, ought very little to be attended to by any court of judicature. But 
notwithftanding the fmall hold, which the witnefTes afforded, the prifoner was 
able, in many very material particulars, to difcredit their teftimony. It was fworn 
by Dug'd . .ale, that Stafford had affifted in a great confult of the Catholics held at 
Tixal ; but Stafford proved by undoubted teftimony, that at the time affigned he 
was in Bath, and in that neighbourhood. Turberville had ferved a noviciate 
among the Dominicans ; but having deferred the convent, he, had inlifted as a. 
troope( in the French army ; and being difrniifed that fervice, he now lived in 

London,_ 
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Chap. VI. London, abandoned by all his relations, and expofed to great poverty. Stafford 
I68o. proved by the evidence of his gentleman and his page, that Turberville had ne

ver, either at Paris or at London, been feen in his company ; and it might juftly 
appear ftrange, that a perfon, who had fo important a fecret in his keeping, was 
fo long entirely neglected by him. 

THE clamour and outrage of the populace, during the trial, were extreme : 
Great ability and eloquence were difplayed by the managers, Sir William Jones,. 
Sir Francis Winnington, ferjeant Maynard : Yet did the prifoner, under all thefe 
difadvanrageous circumil:ances, make a better defence than was expeCted, either 
by his friends or his enemies : The unequal conteft, in which he was engaged, 
was a plentiful fource of compaffion to every mind, feafoned with humanity. He 
reprefented, that, during a courfe of forty years, from the very commencement 
of the civil wars, he had, thro' many dangers, difficulties, and loifes, frill main
tained his loyalty: And was it credible, that now in his old age, eafy in his cir
cumfi:ances, but difpirited by infirmities, he would belye the whole courfe of his 
life, and engage, againft his royal mafi:er, from whom he had ever received kind 
treatment, in the mofr defperate and moil: bloody of all confpiracies? He remarked 
the infamy of the witneifes ; the contradiB:ions and abfurdities of their teil:i
mony ; the extreme indigence in which they had lived, tho' engaged, as they pre
tended, in a confpiracy with Kings, Princes, and nobles; the credit and opulence, 
to which they were at prefent raifed. With a fimplicity and tendernefs more 
perfuafive than the greateft oratory, he frill made protefi:ations of his innocence, 
and could not forbear, every moment, expreffing the moil: lively furprize a¢ in-
dignation at the audacious impudence of the witneifes. : 

IT will jufrly appear aftonifhing to us, as it did to Stafford himfelf, that the 
Peers, after a- folemn trial of fix days, fhould, by a majority of twenty-four 
voices, pronounce fentence againft him. He received however with refignation 
the fatal verdict:. God's holy name be praifed, was the only exclamation, which 
he uttered. When the high fteward told him, that the Peers would intercede with 
the King for remitting the more cruel and ignominious parts of the fentence, 
hanging and quartering; he budl: into tears : But he told the Lords, that he 
was moved to this weaknefs, by his fenfe of their goodnefs, not by any terrOt" of 
that fate which he was doomed to fuffer. 

IT is remarkable, that afcer Charles, as is ufual in fuch cafes, had remitted 
to Stafford the hanging and quartering, the two !heriffs, Bethel and Cornilh, in
d-ulging their own republican humour, and complying with the prevalent fpirit · 
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cf their party, ever jealous of Monarchy, fl:arted a doubt with regard to the Chap. VI. 

f fi f I 168o. King's power o exercifing even this mall degree o enity. " Since he cannot 
" pardon the whole," faid they, " how can he have power to remit part of the 
" fentence ?" They propofed the doubt to both houfes : The Peers pronounced it 
fuperfluous; and even the Commons, apprehenfive left a queftion of this nature 
might make way for Stafford's efcape, gave this fingular anfwer. " This Houfe 
" is content, that the lheriffs do execute William late vifcount Stafford by fever
" ing his head from his body only." Nothing can be a ftronger proof of the fury 
of the times, than that lord Ruifel, notwithftanding the -virtue and humanity of 
his charatl:er, feconded in the Houfe this barbarous fcruple of the fheriffs. 

IN the interval between the fentence and execution, many efforts were made to 
fhaK.e the refolution of the infirm and aged prifoner, and to bring him to fome 
confeffion of that treafon, for which he was now condemned. It was even ru
moured, that he had confeifed ; and the zealous partymcn, who, no doubt, had 
fecretly, notwithftanding their credulity, entertained fome fcruple with regard to 
the popi!h confpiracy, expreffed great triumph on this occafion. But Stafford, 
when again called before the Houfe of Peers, difcovered many fchemes, which 
had been laid by himfelf and others for procuring a toleration to the Catholics, 
at leaft a mitigation of the penal laws, enatl:ed againft them ~ And he protefted~ 
that this was the fole treafon, of which he had ever been guilty. 

STAFFOR o now prepared himfelf for death with that intrepidity, which became 
his birth and fl:ation, and which was the natural refult of the innocence and inte
grity, which, during the courfe of a long life he had ever maintained : His 
mind feemed even to collect new force from the violence and oppreffion, under 
which he laboured. When going to execution, he ca,!led for a cloak to defend zgth of De

him againft the rigour of the feafon. " Perhaps," faid he, " I may lhake with cember. 

" cold; but, I trufl: in God, not for fear." On the fcaffold, he continued with d 

d d ft tr · I ft . f h' . All an execu~ re-iterate an earne au.everauons, to rna {.e prote at1ons o 1s mnocence : tion. 

his fervour was exercifed on that point: When he mentioned the witneffes, whofe 
perjuries had bereaved him of life, his expreffions were full of mildnefs and of cha
rity. He folemnly difavowed all thofe immoral principles, which over-zealous Pro
teftants had afcribed without diftintl:ion to the church of Rome : And he hoped, 
he faid that the time was now approaching, when the prefent delufion would be 
diffipated; and when the force of truth, tho' late, would engage the whale 
world to make reparation to his injured honour. 

THE populace, who had exulted at Stafford's trial and condemnation, were 
now melted into tears, at the fight of that tender fortitude, w:hich !hone forth in 
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Chap. VI. .each feature, and motion, and accent of this aged noble. Their profound filence 
I68o. was only interrupted by fighs and groans: With difficulty they found fpeech to 

affent to thofe proteftations of innocence, which he frequently repeated : " We 
"' believe you, my lord! God blefs you, my lord !,' Thefe expreffions with a 
faultering accent flowed from them. The executioner himfelf was touched with 
fympathy. Twice he lifted up the ax, with an intent to {hike the fatal blow; 
and as ofcen felt his re(olution to fail him. A deep figh was heard to accompany 
his Jaft effort, which laid Stafford for ever at reft. All the fpeB:ators feemed to 
feel the blow. And when the head was held up to them with the ufual cry, This 
is the head of a traitor, no clamour of affent was uttered. Pity, remorfe, and 
.aftonifhment had taken poffeffion of every heart, and difplayed itfelf in every 
.countenance. 

Tms is the !aft blood which was ihed on account of the popifh plot: An 
incident, which, for the credit of the nation, it were better to bury in eternal 
.oblivion ; but which it is neceffary to perpetuate, as well to maintain the truth of 
hifl:ory, as to warn, if poffible, their pofterity and all mankind never again to fall 
.into fo fhameful and fo barbarous a delulion. 

THE execution of Stafford gratified the prejudices of the country party; but 
jt contributed nothing to their power and fecurity: On the contrary, by exciting 
commiferation, it tended frill farther to encreafe that diibdief of the whole plot, 
-which began now to prevail. The Commons, therefore, not to lofe the prefent 
-occafion, refolved to make both friends and enemi.es fenfible of their authority. 
They Faffed a bill for eafing the Proteftant Diifenters, and for repealing the per
fecuting ftatute of the thirty-fifth of Elizabeth: This laudable bill was likewife 
carried thro' the Haufe of Peers. The chief juftice was very obnox:Qus for dif
miffing the grand jury in an irregular manner, and thereby preventing that bold 
meafure of Shafteibury and his friends, who had prefented the Duke as a Recu
fant. For this crime the Commons fent up an impeachment againft him ; as alfo 
againfr Jones and Wefl:on, two of the judges, who, -in fome fpeeches from the 
bench, had gone fo far as to give to many of the firft Reformers the denomina
tion of Fanatics. 

THE King; in rejecting th::- exclufi.on biil, had !heltered himfelf fecureJy behind 
the authority of the Houfe of Peers; and the Commons bad been deprived of the 
,ufual pretence to attack the Sovereign himfelf, under colo-ur of attacking his mini· 
frers and counfc:ilors. In profecution however of rhe fcheme, which he had formed, of 
throwing the blame on the Commons, in cafe of any rupture, he made them a new 
fpeech. After warning them, that a neglect of this opportunity would never be 
rtn.ieved, he added thefe words : " I did promi ie you the fulleft fatisfact.ion, 

" which 
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" which your hearts could wi!h, for the fecuriry of the protefl:ant religion, and Chap. VI. 
h fi 168o. " to concur with you in any remedies, which might confifi: with preferving t e uc-

" ceffion of the Crown in its due and legal courfe of defcent. I do again, with 
" the fame refervations, renew the fame promifes to you : And being thus ready 
" on my part to do all that can reafonably be expected from me, I !hould be glad 
" to know from you, as foon as may be, how far I !hall be affifred by you, and 
'' what it is you defire from me.'' 

THE mofi: reafonable 'objection againft the limitations propofed by the King, 
is, that they introduced too confiderable an innovation in the government, and 
almoft totally annihilated the power of the Monarch. But confidering the prefent 
difpofition of the Commons and their leaders, we may fairly prefume, that this 
objection would have fmall weight with them, and that their difguft againll the 
Court would rathet· incline them to diminifh than fupport regal authority. 
They frill hoped, from the King's urgent neceffities, and his ufual facility, that 
he would throw himfelf wholly into their hJnds ; and that thus, withom waiting 
for the acceffion of the Duke, they might immediately render themfelves abfolute 
mafters of the government. The Commons, therefore, beGdes infifring frill on . . 
the exclufion, proceeded to bring in bills of a very important, and fome of them ~~~~~~~~s: 
of a very alarming nature : One to renew the triennial act, which had been fo 
inadvertently repealed in the beginning of the reign : A fecond to make the office 
ofj'udge during good behaviour: A third to declare the levying of[lloney, without 
confent of Parliament, to be high treafon : A fourth to order an a(fociation for the 
fafety of his Majefty's perfon, for defence of the protefrant religion, for tbe prefer-
vation of the protefi:ant fubjtcts againfi: all invafions and oppoGtion whatfoever, 
and for preventing the Duke of York, or any Papift, f10m fucceeding to the Crown. 
The memory of the covenant was too recent for men to overlook the confequen-
ces of fuch an alfociation: And the King, who was particularly converfant in Da-
vila, could not fail of recolleCting a memorable foreign inftance to fortify this do-
meftic experience. 

THE Commons alfo paffed many votes, which, tho' they had not the authority 
of laws, ferved however to difcover the temper and difpofition of the Houfe. 
They voted, that whoever had advifed his Majefty to refufe the exclufiun bill, 
were promoters of popery and enemies to the King and kingdom. In another 
vote, they named the marquefs of Worcefter, the earls of Clarendon, Feverfbam., 
and Halifax, Laurence Hyde, and Edward Seymour, as thofe dangerous enemies, 
and they requefted his Majefry to remove them from his perfon and cou.gcils for 
ever: They voted, that, till the exclufion bill was paifed, they could n;t, con
fiftent with the truft repofed in them, grant the King any manner .of fuppJy. And 
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Chap. '\T !eft he !hou!d be enabled, by any other expedient, to fupport the government, 
1 
eGo. and preferve himfelf independent, they paffed another vote, in which they declared, 

that whoever !hould hereafte-r lend, by way of advance, any money upon thofe 
branches of the King's revenue, arifing from cuftoms, excife, or hearth money, 
fuould be judged a hinderer of the fitting of Parliament, and be refponfible for 
the fame in Parliament. 

THE King might prefume, that the Peers, who had rejected the exclufion bill, 
would fl:ill continue to defend the Throne, and that none of the dangeroi.1s bills, intro
duced into the other Haufe, would ever be prefented for the royal affent and appro .. 
bation. But as there remained no hopes of bringing the Commons to any compofure,. 
and as their farther fitting ferved only to keep faction alive, and to perpetuate the 

68 
general ferment of the nation, he came fecretly to a refolution of proroguing them. 

I [. 

wh of Janu- They got intelligence about a quarter of an hour before the black rod came to their 
3 ry. 

1 
. fdoor. Not to lofe fuch precious time, they paffed in a very tumultuous manner 

Ddfo utJOn o . . . 
the Parlia- fome very extraordinary refolutwns. They voted, that whofoever adv1fed his Ma-
ment. jefty to prorogue this Parliament, to any other purpofe than in order to pafs the bill 

of exclufion, was a betrayer of the King, of the proteftan~ religion, and of the king
dom of England ; a promoter of the French intereft, and a penfioner of France : 
'I' hat thanks be given to the city of London for their manifefl: loyalty and for their 
care and vigilance in the prefervation of the King and of the proteftant religion : 
'1hat it is the opinion of this Haufe, that that city was burned in the year 1666 by 
the Papifl:s, defigning thereby to introduce arbitrary power and popery into the 
kingdom: '.that humble application be made to his Majefty to reftore the duke of 
Monmouth to all his offices and commands, from which, it appears to the f:l6ufe, 
he had been removed by the influence of the duke of York. And that it is the opi
nion of the Haufe, that the profecution of the Proteftant dilfenters upon the penal 
laws is at this time grievous to the fubjetl:, a weakening of the proteftant interefl:,. 
an encouragement of popery, and dangerous to the peace of the kingdom. 

THE King paffed fame laws of no great importance: But the bill for repealing 
the thirty-fifth of Elizabeth, he privately ordered the clerk of the Crown not to 
prefent to him. By this artifice, which was equally difobliging to the country 
party as if the bill had been rejeB:ed, and at the fame time implied fome meannefs 
and timidity in the King, that falutary act was for the prefent eluded. The King 
had often of h1mfelf attempted, and fometimes by irregular means, to give indul
gence to Nonconformifts : but befides, that he had ufually expeCted to compre
hend the Catholics in this liberty, the prefent refraCtory difpofition of the SeCtaries 
had much incenfed him againft them, and he was frill refolved, if poffible, to keep 
them at mercy. 
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THE lafr votes of the Commons feemed to be an attempt of forming indireCl:ly an 
affociation again{l the Crown, after they found, that their alfociation bill could not 
pafs: The diffenting intereft, the city, and the duke of Monmouth, they endea~ 
voured to connect with the country party. A civil war indeed never appeared fo 
likely as at prefent ; and it was high time for the King to diffolve a Parliament, 
which feemed to have entertained fuch dangerous projeC'cs. Soon after, he fum
maned another. Tho' he obferved, that the country party had eftablifhed their 
interefi: fo ftrongly in all the eleCl:ing burroughs, that he could not hope for any dif
pofition more favourable in the new Parliament, this expedient was frill a profecu
tion of his former project, of trying every method, by which he might form an 
accommodation with the Commons: And if all failed, he hoped, that he could 
&he better jufi:ify to his people, at leafi: to his party, a final breach with them. 

IT had always been much regreted by the Royalifts during the civil wars, that 
the Long Parliament had been affembled at Weftminfter, and had thereby received 
force and encouragement from the neighbourhood of a potent and factious city, 
which had zealouOy embraced their party. Tho' the King was now poffdfed of 
guards, which, in fome meafure, over~awed the populace, he was determined ftill 
farther to obviate all inconvenience; and he fummoned the new Parliament to meet 
at Oxford. The city of London fuowed how jufi: a judgment he had formed of 
their difpofition. Befides re-electing the fame members, they voted thanks to 
them for their former behaviour, in endeavouring to dilcover the depth of the horrid 
and he!lijh popifh plot, and to exclude the Duke of York, the principal cau[e of the 
ruin and mifery, impending over the nation. Monmouth with fifteen Peers pre
fenced a petition againft affembling the Parliament at Oxford, " where the two 
" Houfes," they faid, '' could not be in fafety; but would be ea1il y expo fed to the 
" fwords of the Papifts and their adherents, of whom too many had crept into his 
" Majefty's guards." Thefe infinuations, which ftruck fo evidently at the King 
himfelf, were not calculated to perfuade him, but to inflame the people. 

THE Exclufionifts might have concluded, both from the King's diffolution of the 
lafi: Parliament, and from his fummoning of the prefent to meet at Oxford, that he 
was determined to maintain his declared refolution of rEjeCting their favourite bill: 
But they ftill flattered themfel ves, that his urgent neceffities would influence his eafy 
temper, and finally gain them the afcendant. The leaders came to Parliament, at
tended not only with their fervants, but with numeroLJs bands of th< ir followers and 
partizans. The four city members in particular were followed by great multitudes, 
wearing ribbons, in which were woven thefe words, No Popery! No Slavery! The 
King had his guards regularly muftered: His party likewi!e endeavoured to make 

U u 2 a fhow 

Chap. VI. 
1681. 



, ... , "i.7 r 
~I~ao. ",. 

J G8 I. 

1llSTORY oF GREAT BRITAIN. 

a fhuw of their fl:rengtl\: And on the whole,. the a!fembly at Oxford bore more the 
appearance of a rumultuous Polirn diet, than of a regular Englifh Parliament. 

:.n ?of :\I arch. THE King, who had hitherto employed the moil gracious expreffions to all his 

New Parlia
ment at Ox. 
ford, 

Fit7-'harris's 
~afe. 

Parliaments, particularly the two !aft, thonght proFer to addrefs himfelf to the pre
tent, in a more authoritative manner. He complained of the unwarrantable pro
ceedings of the former Haufe of Commons; and faid, that, as he would never ufe 
arbitrary government himfelf, neither would he ever fuffer it in others. By calling 
however this Parliament fo foon, he had fufficiently lhown, that no paft irregulari
ties could infpire him with a prejudice againft thofe affemblies. He now afforded 
them, he added, another opportunity of providing for the public fafcy; and to all 
the world had given one evidence more, that on his part he had not neglected the 
duty incumbent on him. 

THE Commons were not over· awed with the magifterial air of the King's fpeech. 
They confifted almoft entirely of the fame members; they chofe the fame fpeaker; 
and they inftantly fell into the fame meafures, the impeachment of Danby, there
peal of the perfecuting ftatute of Elizabeth, the enquiry into the popifh plot, and 
the bill of exclufion. So violent were they on this ]aft article, that no expedient, 
however plaufible, could fo much as be hearkened to. Ernely, one of the King's 
rninifters, propofed, that the Duke fhould be banilhed, during life, five hundred 
miles from England, and that on the King's demife the next heir lhould be confti
tuted regent, with regal power: Yet even this expedient, which left the Duke only 
the bare title of King, could not, tho' feconded by Sir Thomas Lyttelton and Sir 
Thomas Mompeffon, obtain the attention of the Houfe. The paft difappointt~nts 
of the country party, and the oppofition made by the court, had only rendered them 
more united, more haughty, and more determined. No other method but their 
own, of excluding rhe Duke, could give them any fatisfatl:ion. 

THERE was one Fitz-harris, an Irilh Catholic, who had infinuated himfelf into 
the dutchefs of Portfmouth's acquaintance, and had been very bufy in conveying to 
her intelligence of any libel wrote by the country party, or of any defigns enter
tained againft her or againft the court. For fervices of this kind, and perhaps too, 
from a regard to his father, Sir Edward Fitz-harris, who had been an eminent roy
alift, he had received from the King a prefent of 250 pounds. This man met with 
one Everard, a Scotfman, a fpy of the exclufionifts, and an informer of the popifh 
plot ; and he propofed to him to write a libel againfl: the King, the Duke, and the 
whole adminifl:ration. What Fitz-harris's intentions were, cannot well be afcer
tained : It is probable, as he afterwards afferted, that he meant to carry this libel 
to nis patron, the dutchefs, and to make a merit of the difcovery. Everard, wh(} 

fuf-
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fufpeCl:ed fome other defign, and who was pleafed on his fide to have the merit of a 
difcovery with his patrons, refolved to betray his friend : He pofted Sir William 
Waller, a noted juftice of peace, and two perfons more behind the hangings, and 
gave them an opportunity of feeing and hearing the whole tranfaetion. The libel, 
fketched out by Fitz-harris, and executed partly by him, partly by Everard, was 
the moft furious, indecent, and outragious performance imaginable; and fuch as 
was fitter to hurt than ferve any party~ which £hou 1d be fo imprudent as to adopt it. 
Waller carried the intelligence to the King, and obtained a warrant for eommiuing 
Fitz-harris, who happened, at that very time, to have a copy of the hb~el in his 
pocket. Finding himfelf now delivered over to the law, he refolved to pay court 
to the popular party, who were alone able to proteCt him, and by whom he ob
ferved almofl: all trials to be governed and direEI:ed. He faid, that he had been 
employed by the court to write the libel, in order to throw the odium of it on the 
exclufionifts : But this account, which was within the bounds of credibility, he 
difgraced by circumftances, which were altogether abfurd and improbable. The 
intention of the minifi:ers, he faid, was to fend about copies to all the heads of the 
country party ; and the moment they received them, they were to be arrefted, and 
a confpiracy to be imputed to them. That he might merit favour by ftill more 
important intelligence, he commenced a difcoverer of the great popiih plot; and 
he failed not to confirm all the tremendous circumftances, infifted on by his prede
ceffors. He faid, that the fecond Dutch war was entered into with a view of ex~ 
tirpating the proteftant religion, both abroad and at home; that father Parry, a 
jefuit, on the difappointment by the peace, told him, that the Catholics refolved 
to deftroy the King, and had even engaged the Queen in that defign ; that the 
envoy of Modena offered him 1 o,ooo pounds to kill the King, and upon his refufa~ 
the envoy faid, that the dutchefs of Mazarine, who was as expert at poifoning as 
her fifrer, the countefs of Soiffons, would, with a little phial, execute that defign; 
that upon the King's death the army in Flanders were to come over, and maffacre 
the Proteftants; that money was raiied in Italy for recruits and fupplies, and there 
ihould be no more Parliaments; and that the Duke was privy to this whole plal'l, 
and had even entered into the defign of Godfrey's murder, which was afterwards 
executed in the manner related by Prance. 

THE popular leaders had, all along, been very defirous of having an accufation 
againft the Duke ; and tho' Oates and Bedloe, in their firfr intelligence, had not 
dared to go fo far, both Dugdale and Dangerfield had afterwards been encouraged 
to fupply fo material a defect:, by comprehending him in the confpiracy. The 
Commons, therefore, finding that Fitz-harris was alfo willing to ferve this pur
pofe, were not alhamed to adopt his evidence, and refolved for that end to fave 
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him from the deftrutl:ion, with which he was at prefent threatened. The King 
had removed him from the city prifon, where he was expofed to be tampered 
with by the exclufionifts; had fent him to the Tower ; and had ordered him to 
be profecuted by an indictment at common law. In order to prevent his trial, and 
execution, an impeachment was voted by the Commons againfr him, and fent up 
to the Lords. That they might fhow the greater contempt of the Court, they or
dered, by way of derifion, that the impeachment fhould be carried up by fecretary 
Jenkins; who was fo provoked by the intended affront, that he at firft refufed obe
dience; tho' afterwards, being threatened with commitment, he was induced to 
comply. The Lords voted to remit the affair to the ordinary courts of judicature, 
before whom, as the attorney-general informed them, it was already determined to 
try Fitz-harris. The Commons maintained, that the Peers were obliged to receive 
every impeachment from the Commons; and this indeed feems to have been the 
firft inftance of their refufal : They therefore voted, that the Lords, in rejeCl:ing 
their impeachment, had denied jufl:ice, and had violated the conftitution of Parlia
ment. They alfo declared, that whatever inferior court fhould proceed againft 
Fitz-harris, or any one that lay under impeachment, would be guilty of a high 
breach of privilege. Great heats were likely to enfue; and as the King found no 
likelikood of any better temper in the Commons, he gladly laid hold of the oppor
tunity, afforded by a quarrel between the two Houfes, and he proceeded to a dif
folution of the Parliament. The fecret was fo well kept, that the Commons had 
no intimation of it, till the black rod came to their door, and fummoned them to 
attend the. King at the Houfe of Peers. 

I 

THis vigorous meafure, tho' it might have been forefeen, excited fuch aftoniih· 
ment in the country party, as deprived them of all fpirit, and reduced them to ab
folute defpair. They were fenfible, tho' too late, that the King had finally taken 
his refolution, and was determined ~·o endure any extremity rather than fubmit to 
thofe terms, which they had refolved to impofe upon him. They found, that he 
had patiently waited till affairs tbould come to full maturity; and having now en
gaged a national party on his fide, had boldly fet his enemies at defiance. No Par
liaments, they knew, would be fummoned for fome years; and during that long 
interval, the Court, tho' perhaps at the head of an inferior party, yet being poff'ef
fed of all authority, would have every advantage over a body, difperfed and difu
nited. Thefe reflections crowded upon every one; and all the exclufionifts were 
terrified, left Charles fhould fecond the blow by fame action more violent, and 
immediately take vengeance on them for their long and obftinate oppofition to his 
rneafures. The King on his part was no lefs apprehenfive, ldl: defpair might en· 

gage 
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gage them to have recourfe to force, and make fome fudden attempt upon his per
fan. Both parties therefore hurried away from Oxford ; and in an infrant, that 
city, fo crowded and bufy, was left in its ufual emptinefs and tranquillity. 

Chap. VL 
1681. 

THE court party gathered force from the difperfion and aftoniihment of their 
antagonifts, and adhered more firmly to the King, whofe refolutions, they now faw, ViB:o{laofthe 

could be eritirely depended on. The violence of the exclufioni[ls were every where Roya 
1 

s. 

exclaimed againft and aggravated ; and even the reality of the plot, that great 
engine of their authority, was openly called in queftion. The clergy efpecially 
were bufy in this great revolution ; and being moved, partly by their own fears, 
partly by the infinuations of the Court, they reprefented all their antagonifts as 
Sectaries and Republicans, and rejoiced in efcaping all thofe perils, which they be-
lieved to have been hanging over them. Principles, the moft oppofite to civil 
liberty, were every where inforced from the pulpit; and adopted in numerous 
addreifes ; where the King was flattered in his prefent meafures, and congratulated 
on his efcape from Parliaments. Could words have been depended on, the nation 
appeared to be running faft into voluntary fervitude, and feemed even ambitious 
of refigning into the King's hat1ds all the privileges, tranfmitted to them, thro' fo 
many ages, by their gallant anceftors. 

BuT Charles had fagacity enough to di:ftinguiih between men's real internal fen
timents, and the language, which zeal and oppofition to a contrary faction may 
fometimes extort from them. Notwithftanding all thefe profeffions of duty- and 
obedience, he was refolved not to tr.uft, for a long time, the people with a new elec
tion, but to depend intirely on his own reconomy for alleviating thofe necefiities, 
under which he laboured. Great retrenchments were made in the houihold: Even 
his favourite navy was neglected: Tangiers, tho' it had coft great fums of money, 
was a few years after abandoned and demolifhed. The mole was entirely deftroyed; 
and the garrifon, being brought over to England, ferved to augment that fmall 
army, which the King relied on, as one folid bafis of his authority. It had been 
happy for the nation, had Charles ufed his victory with juftice and moderation, 
equal to the prudence and dexterity, with which he obtained it. 

THE firft ftep, taken by the Court, was the trial of Fitz-harris. Doubts were 
raifed by the jury with regard ro their power of trying him, after the concluding 
vote of the Commons: But the judges took upon them to decide the queftion in the 
affirmative; and the jury were obliged to proceed. The writing the libel was clearly 
proved upon Fitz-harris: The only queftion was with rrgard to his intentions. 
He afferted, that he was a fpy of the Court, and had accordingly carried the libel 
to the dutchefs of Portfmouth ; and .he was defirous, that the jury fhould, in this 
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tranfaB:ion, confider him as a cheat, not as a traitor. He failed however fome· 
what in the proof; and was brought in guilty of treafon by the jury. 

FINDING himfelf entirely in the hand3 of the King, he now retraCted all his 
former impoftures with regard to the popiih plot, and even endeavoured to attone 
for them by new impoftures againfr the country party. He affirmed, that thefe 
fiB:ions had been extorted from him by the fuggeftion and artifices of Treby the 
recorder, and of Bethel and Cornifh, the two fheriffs. This account he perfifted 
in even at his execution ; and tho' men knew, that nothing could be depended 
on, which came from one fo corrupt, and fo loft to all fenfe of honour; yet were 
they inclined, from his perfeverance, to rely fomewhat more on his veracity in 
thefe laft alfeverations. But it appears that his wife had fome connections with 
Mrs. Wall, the favourite maid of the dutchefs of Portfmouth; and Fitz-harris 
hoped, if he perfifted in a frory agreeable to the Court, that fome favour might 
on that account be !hown to his family. 

IT is amufing to refleB: on the feveral lights, in which this frory has been repre
fented by the oppofite faCtions. The country party affirmed, that Fitz-harris had 
been employed by the Court, in order to throw the odium of the Ebel on the ex
clufionifts, and thereby give rife to a proteftant plot: The court party maintainecl, 
that ~he exclufionifrs had found out Fitz-harris, a fpy of the minifrers, and had fet 
him upon this undertaking, from an intention of loading the Court with the impu
tation of fuch a defign upon the exclufionifls. Rather than acquit their antagonifis, 
both fides were willing to adopt an account the moft intricate and incredible. 
It was a ftrange fituation, in which the people, at that time, were placed ; to be 
every day tortured with thefe perplexed ftories, and inflamed with fuch dark fuf
picions againfr their fellow-citizens. This was no lefs than the fifteenth falfe plot, 
or !ham plot, as they were then called, with which the court, it was imagined, 
had endeavoured to load their adverfaries *. 

THE country party had intended to make ufe of Fitz-harris's evidence againft 
the Duke and the Catholics; and his execution was therefore a gr~at mortification 
to them. But the King and his minifrers were refolved not to be contented with 
fo flender an advantage. They were determined to profecute the viCtory, and to 
employ againft the exclufionifts thofe very offenfive arms, however unfair, which 
that party had laid up in ftore againft their ar.tagonifts. The whole gang of fpies, 
witnelfes, informers, fuborners, who had fo long been fupported and encouraged by 
the leading patriots, finding now that the King was entirely mafrer, turned ihorc 
upon their old patrons, and offered their fervice to the miniilers. To the difgrace 
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ef the Court and of the age, they were received with hearty welcome; and their Chap. vr. 
teftimony or rather perjury made ufe of, in order to commit legal murder upon 1681. 

the oppofite party. With an air of triumph and derifion it was afk.ed, " Are 
" not thefe men good witneifes, who have eftablifhed the popiili plot, upon whofe 
" tefl:imony Stafford and fo many Catholics have been executed, and whom you 
" yourfelves have fo long celebrated as men of credit and veracity ? You have 
" admitted them into your bofom : They are beft acquainted with your treafons: 
" They are determined in another fhape to ferve their King and country : And 
" you cannot complain, that the fame meafure, which you meted to others, 
" 1hould now, by a righteous doom or vengeance, be meafured out to you." 

IT is certain, that the principle of retaliation may ferve in fome cafes as a full 
apology, in others as an alleviation, for a conduB: which would otherwife be ex
pofed to great blame. But thefe infamous arts, which poifon jufiice in its very 
fource, and break all the bands of hwman fociety, are fo deteftable and danger
ous, that rio pretence of retaliation can be pleaded as an apology, or even an alle
viation for the crime incurred by them. On the contrary, the greater indignation 
the King and his minifters felt, when formerly expofed to the perjuries of aban. 
doned men, the more reluB:ance fhould they now have difcovered againft em
ploying the fame inftruments of vengeance upon their antagonifts. 

THE firft perfon, on whom the minifters fell, was one College, a London joiner, 
who had become extremely noted for his zeal againft popery, and was very much 
conneB:ed with Shaftefbury and all the leaders of the country party : For as they 
relied much upon the populace, men of College's rank and ftation were very ufe
ful to them. College had been in Oxford armed with fword and piftol during 
the fitting of the Parliament ; and this was made the foundation of his crime. It 
was pretended that a confpiracy had been entered into to feize the King's perfon, 
and retain him in confinement, till he :lhould make the conceffions demanded of 
him. -The fherilfs of London were in ftrong oppofition to the Court ; and it was 
not ftrange, that the grand jury named by them rejeEl:ed the bill againfl: College. 
The prifoner was therefore fent to Oxford, where the treafon was faid to have been 
committed. Lord Norris, a courtier, was fheriff of the county; and the inha
bitants were in general extremely devoted to the court party. A jury was named, 
confifting entirely of Royalifts ; and tho' they were men of credit and charac
ter, yet fuch was the factious rage, which prevailed, that little juftice could be ex
pected by the prifoner. Some papers, containing hints and direc1ions for his defence, 
were taken from him, as he was conduB:ed to his trial: An iniquity, which fame 
pretended to juftify by alleging, that a like violence had been committed againfr a 
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Chap. VII. prifoner during the fury of the popifh plot. Such wild notions of retaliation~ 
1 ~.;8 1 • were at that time propagated by the court party. 

16St. 
State of af
fairs in Ire
land. 

THE witne:ffes produced againft College were Dugdale, Turbervile, Haynes,. 
Smith ; men who had before given evidence againft the Catholics, and whom 
the jury, for that very reafon, regarded as the moft perjured lyars.. College, 
tho' befet with fo many toils, oppre:ffed with fo many iniquities, defended him;. 
felf with fpirit, cour-age,' capacity, prefence of mind ; and he invalidated the 
evidence of the Crown, by the moft convincing arguments and the moft un
doubted teftimony: Yet did the jury, after half an hour's deliberation, bring: 
jn a verdict againft him. The inhuman fpectators received the news· with a 
fhout of applaufe: But the prifoner was nowife difmayed. At his execution, he 
maintained the fame manly fortitude, and ftill denied the crime imputed to him ... 
His whole conduct and demeanour prove him to have been a man led aftray only. 
by the fury of the times, and to have been governed by a very honeft, butindif
creet zeal for his country and his· religion. 

THus the two parties, actuated by mutual rage, but cooped up within the nar• 
row limits of the law, levelled with poifoned daggers the moil: deadly blows- a
gainft each other's breaft, and buried in their fattious (livifions all. regard to 
truth, honour, and morality. 

/ 

I 
C H A P: VII ... 

State of affairs £n Ireland.-Shtifte.foury acquitted.-.Argyll s trial.: 
-State of ajfairs in Scotland.-State of the minijlry in England .. 
-New nomination if fherijfs.-~o warrantos.-Great power 
if the Crown.-A con.fpirac;·.-Shajtejbury retires and dies.
Rye-houfe plot.-CorifPiracy difcovered.-Execution qf the con.fpi
rators.-'T'rial if lord Ruffel.-His execution.-'Irial if Alger
non Sidney.-His execution.-State of the nation.-State of 

foreign a..fla£rs.-King'sjicknefi and death,-and charaCler. 

W HEN the Cabal entered into the myfterious alliance with France, they 
took care to remove the duke of Ormond from the committee of foreign 

affairs; and nothing tended farther to encreafe the national j.ealoufy, entertained 
againft 
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.againft the new meafures, than to fee a man of fo much loyalty, as well as probity 
and honour, excluded from all their councils. They had even fo great intereft 
with the King as to get Ormond recalled from the government of Ireland ; and 
lord Robarts, afterwards earl of Radnor, fucceded him in that important employ
ment. Lord Berkeley fucceeded Robarts ; and the earl of Effex, Berkeley. At 
laft in the year 1677, Charles caft his eyes again upon Ormond, whom he had fo 
long negleCted; and fent him over lieutenant to Ireland. " I have done every 
" thing," faid the King, " to difoblige that man; but it is not in my power to 
" make him my enemy." Ormond, during his difgrace, had never joined the 
malecontents, nor encouraged thofe clamours, which, with too much reafon, but 
often for bad purpofes, were raifed againft the King's meafures. He even 
thought it his duty, regularly, tho' with dignity, to pay his court at Whitehall; 
and to prove that his attachments were founded on gratitude, inclination and prin
ciple, not on any temporary advantages. All the expreffions, which dropped from 
him, white neglected by the Court, 1howed more of good humour, than any 
prevalence of fpleen and indignation. " I can do you no fervice," faid he to his 
friends, " I have only the power left by my applications to do you fame hurt.', 
When colonel Cary Dillon folicited him to fecond his pretenfions at Court, and 
urged that he had no friends but God and his grace. " Alas ! poor Cary," re
plied the duke, " I pity thee: Thou couldft not have two friends, that polfefs lefs 
" intereft at Court. I am thrown by,'' faid he, on another occafion, "like an old 
" rufty clock; yet even that neglected machine twice in twenty-four hours points 
" right." 

WHEN Charles found it his interdl: to 1how favour to the old Royalifts and to 
the church of England, Ormond, who was extremely revered by that whole 
party, could not fail of recovering, together with the government of Ireland, hit 
former credit and authority. His adminiftration, when lord lieutenant, was cor
refpondent to the general tenor of his life; and tended equally to promote the 
intereft of Prince and people, of Proteftant and Catholic. Ever firmly a~tached 
to the eftabli!hed religion, he was able, even during thefe jealous times, to efcape 
fufpicion, tho' he gratified not vulgar prejudices by any perfecution of the popi1h 
party. He encreafed the revenue of Ireland to three hundred thoufand pounds a 
year: He maintained a regular army of ten thoufand men : He fupported a well 
difciplined militia of twenty thoufand; And tho' the act of fettlement had fo far 
been infringed, that Catholics were permitted to live in corporate towns, they 
were guarded with fo careful an eye, that the moft timorous Proteftant never ap
prehended any danger from them. 

THE chief object ofEffex's ambition was to return to the flation of lord lieutenant. 
where he had behaved with honour and integrity: Shaftefbury and Buckingham bore 
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an extreme hatred to Ormond, both from perfonal and party confiderations: The 
great aim of the anti-comtiers was to throw refleCtions on every part of the 
King's government. lt could be no furprize, therefore, to the lord lieutenant to 
learn, that his adminiftration was attacked in Parliament, particularly by Shaftef
bury ; but he had the fatisfaction, at the fame time, to hear of the keen, tho, 
polite defence, made by his fon, the generous Oifory. After juftifying feveral 
particulars of Ormond's adminiftration againft that intriguing patriot, Oifory pro
ceeded in the following words: " Having fpoke of what the lord lieutenant has 
" done, I pre fume, with the fame truth, to tell your lord !hips what he has not done. 
" He never advifed the breaking of the triple league ; he never advifed the fhut
" ting up of the Exchequer; he never advifed the declaration for a toleration·; 
'' he never advifed the falling out with the Dutch and the joining with France: 
" He was not the author of that moft excellent pofition Delenda eft CartbagO'j 
" that Holland, a proteftant country,. fhould, contrary to the true intereft of Eng
" land, be totally dellroyed. I beg, that your lordfhips will be fo juft as to 
" judge of my father and all men, according to their actions and their councils.'' 
Thefe few fentences, pronounced by a plain and gallant foldier, noted for probity, 
had a furprizing effetl: upon the audience, and confounded all the rhetoric of his 
eloquent and factious adverfary. The prince of Orange, who efteerned the for
mer character as much as he defpifed the latter, could not forbear congratulating 
by letter the earl of Oifory on this new fpecies of viCtory, which he had· obtained. 

OssoR y, tho" he ever kept at a great diftance from faction, was the moft poP;Ular 
man in the· kingdom ; tho' he never made any compliance with the corrupt ~iews 
of the Court, was e.xtremely beloved and refpected by the King. An univerfal 
grief appeared on his death, which happened about this time, and which the po~ 
pulace, as is ufual wherever they are much affected, foolifhJy afcribed to poifon. 
Ormond bore the !ofs. with patience and dignity ; tho' he ever retained a pleafing, 
however melancholy, fenfe of the fignal merit of Oifory. " I WGuld not ex· 
" change my dead fon," faid he; "for any living fon in Chriftendom." 

THESE particularities may appear a digreffion; but 'tis with pleafure, I own1 

that I relax myfelf for a moment in the contemplation of thefe humane and vir
tuous characters, amidft that fcene offury and faCtion, fraud and violence, in whica 
at prefent our narration has unfortunately engaged us. 

BESIDES the general intereft of the country party to decry the conduct of aU 
the King's minifl:ers, the prudent and peaceable admini.O:ration of Ormond was in 
a particular manner difpleafing to them. In England, where the Catholics wera 
fcarce one to a hundred, means had been found to excite an univerfal panic, on 
account of infurrettions and even maffacres, projected by that feet~· and it could 
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not but feem ftrange that in Ireland, where they exceeded the Protefrants ten to Chap. VII. 
one, there fhould no fymptoms appear of any combination or confpiracy. Such 1681

' 

an incident, when duly confidered, might even in England fhake the credit of the 
plot, anel dimini.lh the authority of thofe leaders, who had fo long, with fuch in~ 
duftry, inculcated the belief of it on the nation. Rewards therefore were pub-
lifhed in Ir~Iand to any that would bring intelligence or become witneffes ; and 
fome profligates were fent over to that kingdom, with a commiffion to feek out 
evidence againft the Catholics. Under pretence of fearching for arms or papers, 
they brokJJ into houfes, and plundered them : They threw innocent men into 
prifon, and took bribes for their releafe : And after all their diligence, it was with 
difficulty, that that country, commonly fertile enough in witneffes, could furnifh 
them with any fit for their purpofe. · 

AT laft, a certain Fitzgerald appeared, followed by two Macnamaras, Ivey, 
Sanfon, Dennis, Bourke, and fome others. Thefe men were immediately fent 
over to England; and tho' they poffelfed neither character, fuffident to gain belief 
even for truth, nor fenfe to invent a credible falthood, they were careifed, re
warded, fupported, and recommended by the earl of Shaftefuury. Oliver Plun
ket, the titular primate of Ireland, a man of very peaceable difpofitions, was con· 
demned and executed .upon fuch teftimony. And the Oxford-Parliament entered 
fo far into the matter as to vote, that they were entirely fatisfied in the reality of 
the horrid and damJZable Iri.lh plot. But fuch decifions, tho' at firft regarded as in:.. 
fallible, had now loft much of their authority; and the public frill remained fome• 
what indifferent and incredulous. 

AFTER the diflolution of the Parliament, and the· fubfequent viCl:ory of the 
Royalifts, Shafteibury's evidences, with T~Jrberville, Smith, and others, ad
dreffed themfelves to the minifters, and gave information of high treafon againfl: 
their former patron. It is fufficiently fcandalous, that intelligence, conveyed by 
fuch men, fhould have been attended to; but there is fome reafon to think, tha-t 
the Court agents, nay the minifters, nay the King himfelf *, went farther, and 
"'tvere active in endeavouring, tho' in vain, to find more reputable perfons to fup~ 
port the blafted credit of the Irith witneffes. Shafte:lbury was committed to 
prifon, and his indift:ment was prefented to the grand jury. The new fheriffs of· 
London, Shute and Pilkington, were engaged as deeply as their predeceifors in ~11e · 
country parry ; and they took care to name a jury extremely devoted to the fame 
caufe: A precaution quite requifite, when it was fcarce pofilb}e to find men indif
ferent or attached to neither party. As far as fwearing could go, the treafon was 
dearly proved againft Shaftefbury; or rather fo clearly as to merit go kind of ere .... 

~ See capti!in Wilkinfon's Narrative .. 
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dit or attention. That veteran leader of a party, enured from his early youth to 
faction and intrigue, to cabals and confpiracies, was reprefented as opening with
out referve his treafonable intentions to thefe obfcure banditti, and throwing out 
fuch violent and outrageous reproaches upon the King, as none but men of low-
education, like themfe]ves, could be fuppofed to employ. The draught of an af
fociation, it is true, againft popery and the Duke, was found in Shaftefbury's ca
binet; and dangerous inferences might be drawn from many claufes of that paper. 
But it did not appear, that it had been framed by Shaftefbury, or fo much asap
proved by him. And as projects of an affociation had been propofed in Parlia
ment, it was very natural for that nobleman to be thinking of fome plan, which 
it might be proper to lay before that affembly. The grand jury, therefore, after 
weighing all thefe circumftances, rejected the indictment; and the people, who 
attended the hall, teftified :heir joy, by the loudeft acclamations, which were 
echoed thro' the whole city. 

ABouT this time a fcheme of oppreffion was laid in Scotland, after a manner 
frill more flagrant, againft a nobleman much lefs obnoxious than Shafteibury ; 
and as that country was reduced almoft to a fiate of total fubjetl:.ion, the project 
had the fortune to fucceed. 

Argyle's trial. THE earl of Argyle, from his youth, had diftinguifhed himfelf by his loyalty, 
and his attachment to the royal family. Tho' his father was head of the Co
venanters, he refufed to concur in any of their meafures ; and when a commiffion 
of colonel was given him by the convention of ftates, he forbore to act upon it, 
till it fhould be ratified by the King. By his refpectful behaviour, as well as by 
his fervices, he made himfelf very acceptable to Charles, when that Prince was in 
Scotland; and even after the battle of Worcefter, all the misfortunls,. which at
tended the royal caufe, could not engage him to defert it. Under Middleton he 
obftinately perfevered to harrafs and infeft the victorious Englifh; and it was not 
till he received orders from that general, that he would fubmit to accept of a ca
pitulation. Such jealoufy of his loyal attachments was entertar~ed by the Com
monwealth and Protector, that a pretence was foon after fallen upon to commit 
him to prifon; and his confinement was rigoroufiy continued till the reftoration. 
The King, fenfible of his fervices, had remitted to him his father's forfeiture, 
and created him earl of Argyle; and when a moft unjuft fentence was paffed up
on him by the Scots Parliament, Charles had anew remitted it. In the fubfe
quent part of the reign, Argyle behaved himfelf dutifully; and tho' he feemed not 
difpofed to go all lengths with the Court, he always appeared, even in his oppo
:iition, a man of mild difpofitions and peaceable deportment. 

A pARLIAMENT 
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A PARLIAMENT was fummoned at Edinburgh this fummer, and the Duke was Chap. VII. 

appointed commiffioner. Befides granting money to the King and voting the in- 1681
• 

defeafible right of fucceffion, this Parliament enatl:ed a teft, which all perfons, 
poifeifed of offices, civil, military, or ecclefiaftical, were bound to take. In this 
teft, the King's fupremacy was affirmed, the covenant renounced, paffive obedi~ 
ence aifented to, and all obligations difclaimed of endeavouring any alterations in 
church or ftate. This was the ftate of the teft, as propofed by the courtiers ; 
but the country party propofed alfo a claufe of adherence to the proteftant religion, 
which could not with decency be refufed. The whole was of an enormous length 
conudered as an oath; and what was worfe, a confeffion of faith was there rati-
fied, which had been impofed a little after the reformation, and which contained a 
great many articles, altogether forgot by the Parliament and nation. Among others, 
the dotl:rine of refiftance was inculcated ; fo that the teft, being voted in a hurry, 
was found on examination to be a medley of contraditl:ion and abfurdity. Several 
perfons, the moft attached to the Crown, fcrupled to take it : The bifhops aad. 
many of the clergy remonftrated : The earl of ~eeniberry refufed to fwear, 
except he might be allowed to add an explanation : And even the privy council: 
thought it neceifary to publi!h for general fatisfatl:ion a folution of fame difficul .. 
ties, atcending the teft. 

THo' the courtiers could not reject the claufe of adherence to the proteftant·: 
religion, they propofed, as a requifite mark of refpetl:, that all Princes of th~: 
blood ihould be exempted from taking that oath. This exception was zealoufly, 
oppofed by Argyle, who obferved, that the fole danger to be dreaded for the pro· 
teftant religion muft proceed from the perverfion of the royal family. By infifting 
on fuch topics, he drew on himfelf the fecret indignation of the Duke, of which. 
he foon felt the fatal effects. 

WHEN Argyle took the teft as a privy counfellor, he fubjoined, in the Duke's . 
prefence, an explanation, which he had beforehand communicated to that Prince~ 
and which he believed to have been approved by him. It was in thefe words. 
" I have .confidered the teft, and am very defirous of giving obedience as far as; 
" I can. I am confident, that the Parliament never intended to impofe contra ... 
" ditl:ory oaths : Therefore I think no mao ·can explain it but for himfelf.: Ac.· 
" cordingly, I take it as far as it is confifi:ent with itfelf, and the proteftant religion.· 
" And I do declare, that I mean not to bind up myrelf, in my fiation, and in a,. 
" lawful way, from wiihing and endeavouring any alteration, which I think to the 
" advantage of church or ftate, and not repugnant to the protefiant religion and ; 
~' my loyalty: And this I underftand as a part of my oath." The Duke, as was . 

J\atural,. 
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Chap. VII. natural, heard thefe wor4s with great tranquillity: No one took the leaft offeoce: 
zGSr. Argyle was admitted to fit that day in council: And it was impoffible to imagine, 

that a capital offence had been committed, where occafion feemed not to have 
been given, fo much as for a frown or reprimand. 

ARGYLE was much furprized, a few days after, to find that a warrant was iffued 
for committing him to prifon ; that he was indicted for high treafon, leafing
making and perjury ; and that from thefe innocent words an accufation was ex
tracted, by which he was to forfeit honours, life, and fortune. It is needlefs to 
enter into particulars, where the iniquity of the whole is fo apparent. Tho' the 
fword of jufl:ice was difplayed, even her femblance was not put on; and the forms 
alone of law were preferved, in order to fancrify, or rather aggravate the oppref
fion. Of five judges, three did not fcruple to find the guilt of treafon and leafing
making to be incurred by the prifoner : A jury of fifteen noblemen gave verdiCt 
againft him : And the King, being confulted, ordered the fentence to be pro
nounced ; but the execution of it to be fufpended, till farther pleafure. 

IT was pretended by the Duke and his creatures, that Argyle's life and fortune 
were not in any danger, and that the fole reafon for pufhing the trial to fuch ex· 
rremities againfl: him was in order to make him renounce fame hereditary jurifdic
tions, which gave his family a dangerous authority in the Highlands, and checked 
the courfe of public juftice. But allowing the end to be jufti&able, the means 
were infamous ; and fuch as were incompatible, not only with a free, but a Civie 
lized, government. Argyle had therefore no reafon to truft any longer to the juf
tice or mercy of fuch enemies: He made his efcape from prifon; and .till he 
fnould find a !hip for Holland, he concealed himfelf during fome time 'in London. 
The King heard of his lurking-place, but would not allow him to be arrefted *· 
All the parts however of his fentence, fo far as the government in Scotland ha-d power, 
were rigoroufly executed ; his efl:ate confifcated, his arms reverfed and torn. 

· StateofafLirs IT would feem, that the genuine paffion for liberty was at th!s time totally 
in Scotland. extinguilhed in Scotland : There was only preferved a fpirit of mbtiny and fedi~ 

tion, encouraged by a miftaken zeal for religion. Cameron and Cargil, mo furi
ous preachers, went a fl:ep beyond all their brethren : They publicly excommuni
cated the King for his tyranny and his breach of the covenant, and renounced <J.ll 
allegiance to him. Cameron was killed by the troops in an action at Airs-Mofs : 
Cargil was taken and hanged. Many of their followers were tried and conviCted. 
Their lives were offered them if they would fay, God favc the King: But they 
would only agree ro pray for his repentance. This obfiinacy was much infifted on 

* Burnet, vo1• i. p. 5 zz. 
as 
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as an apology for the rigours of the adminiftration: But, if duly conlidered, it will Chap. VIL 
rather afford reafon for a contrary inference. Such unhappy delufion is an objeCt a6S•· 
rather of commiferation than of anger: And it is almofr impoffible, that men 
could have been carried to fuch a degree of madnefs, unlefs provoked by a long 
train of violence and oppreffion. 

As the King was mafter in England, and no longer dreaded the clamours of the 
1
6Rz .. 

country party, he permitted the Duke to pay him a vifit; and was foon after pre-
vailed on to allow of his return to England, and of his bearing a part in the admi
niftration. The Duke went to Scotland in order to bring up his family, and fettle 
the government of that country ; and he chofe to take his paffage by fea. The 
fhip fl:ruck on a fand- bank and was loft: The D,uke efcaped in the barge; and it 
is pretended, that, while many perfons of rank and quality were drowned, and 
among the reft, Hyde, his brother-in-law, he was very careful to fave feveral of his 
dogs and priefts: For thefe two fpecies of favourites are coupled together by fome 
writers. 1t has likewife been afferted, that the barge might fafely have held more 
perfons, and that fome who f warn to it were thruft off, and even their hands cut in 
order to difengage them. But every aCtion of every eminent perfon, during this 
period, is fo liable to be mifinterpreted and mifreprefented by faCtion, that we 
ought to be very cautious of palling our judgment on too ilight an evidence. It i~ 
remarkable, that the failors on board the !hip, tho' they felt themfelves linking~ 
and faw inevitable death before their eyes, yet fo foon as they obferved the Duke 
to be in fafety, gave a loud !hour, in teftimony of their joy and fatisfaction. 

THE Duke, during his abode in Scotland, had behaved with great civility to
wards the gentry and nobility ; and by his courtly demeanor had much won upon 
their affeCt. ions: But his treatment of the enthufiafts was fiill fomewhat rigorous ; 
and in many inftances he appeared to be a man of a fevere, if not an unrelenting 
temper. It is even aiTerted, that he ufually affifted with his prefence at the torture 
of criminals, and looked on with tranquillity, as if he were conficlering fome cu
rious experiment *· fje left the authority in the hands of the earl of Aberdeen,. 
chancellor, and the earl of ~eenfbury, treafurer : A very arbitrary fpirit ap
peared in their adminiftration. A gentleman of the name of Weir was tried, be
caufe he had kept company with one who had been in the rebellion ; tho' that per
fon had never been marked out by procefs or proclamation. The inferences upon 
which Weir was condemned (for a profecution by the government and a condem
iilation were in Scotland the fame thing) hung upon each other, after the fullowing 

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 583. Wodrow, vol. ii. p. 169. This Ian: author, who is much the better autho~ 
rity. mentions only one in!l:ance, that of Spreul, which fcems to have been an extraodinary onf'. 

· Vot. VI. Y y manner, 



Chap. vn. 
168z. 

346 H I S T 0 R Y oF G R E A T B R I T A I N. 

manner. No man, it was fuppofed, could have been in a rebellion, without be:... 
ing expofed to fufpicion in the neighbourhood : If the ndghbourhood· fufpeC1:ed 
him, ic was to be prefumed, that each individual had likewife heard of the grounds 
of fufpicion : Every man was bound to declare to the government his fufpicion· 
againft every man, and to avoid the company of traitors: To fail in this duty was to· 
participate in the treafon: The concluGon on the whole was, You have converfed 
with a rebel, therefore you are yourfelf a rebel. A reprieve was with fome diffi
culty procured for Weir; but it was ferioutly determined to make ufe of the pre-· 
cedent. Courts of judicature were erected in the fouthern and weftern counties,. 
and a firict inquifition carried on againft this new fpecies of crime. The term of 

I 

three years was prefcribed for the continuance of thefe courts; after which an in-
demnity was promifed. Whoever would take the teft, was inftantly intitled to the
benefit of this indemnity. The Preihyterians, alarmed with fuch tyranny, from 
which no man could deem himfeif fafe, began to think of leaving the country;. 
and fome of their agents were fent to England, in order to treat with the proprie
tors of Carolina for a fettlement in that colony. Any condition feemed preferable 
to the living in their native country, which, by the prevalence of perfecution and 
violence, was become as infecure to them as a den of robbers. 

ABovE two thoufand perfons were out-lawed on pretence of their converfrng 
or having intercourfe with rebels*, and they were continually hunted in their re
treats by foldiers, fpies, informers, and oppreffive magilhates. It was ufual to put: 
enfnaring queftions to people, living peaceably in their own houfes; fuch as, " Will 
" you renounce the Covenant? Do you efteem the riiing at Both wei to be rybel
" lion? Was the killing the archbifhop of St. Andrews a murder?" And whfhthe 
poor deluded creatures refufed to anfwer, capital punifhments were inflicted on 
them t. Even women were brought to the gibbet for this pretended crime. Anum
ber of fugitives, rendered frantic by oppreffion, had publifhed a feditious declara
tion; renouncing allegiance to Charles Stuart, whom they called, as they, for their 
parts, had indeed fome reafon to efteem him, a tyrant. This incident afforded the 
privy council a preten.ce for a very unufual kind of oppreffion. Soldiers were dif
perfed over the country, and power was given to all commiffion officers, even the 
moft inferior, to oblige every one whom they met with, to abjure the declaration; 
and upon refufal, inflantly, without farther queftions, to !hoot the delinquent :j:. It 
were endlefs, as well as fhocking, to enumerate all the inftances of perfecution, or 
in other words, of abfurd tyranny, which at that time prevailed in Scotland. One 
of them however is fo fingular, that I cannot forbear relating it. 

* Wodrow1 vol. ii. Append. 94· t Id. vol. ii. paffim. :t: Id. vol. ii. p. 434· 
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THREE women were feized *; and the cuftomary oath was tendered to them, by Chap. Vil. 
168z. 

'Which they were to abjure the feditious declaration above-mentioned. They all 
refufed, and were condemned to a capitai punifhment by drowning. One of them 
was an elderly wo~an : The other two were very young; one eighteen years of 
age, the other only thirteen. Even thefe violent perfecutors were afhamed to put 
the youngeft to death : But the other two were conduCted to the place of execu-
tion, and were tied to ftakes within the fea-mark at low water: A contrivance, 
which rendered their death lingering and dreadful. The elderly woman was placed 
fartheft in, and by the rifing of the waters was firft fuffocated. The younger, 
partly terrified with the view of her companion's death, partly fubdued by the en-
treaty of her friends, was prevailed with to fay, God fave the King. Immediately 
the fpeB:ators called out, that fhe had fubmitted ; and !he was 1oofened from the 
flake. Major Winram, the officer who guarded the execution, again required 
her to fign the abjuration ; and upon her refufal, he ordered her inftantly to be 
plunged in the water, where fhe was fuffocated. 

TH 11 feverity of the adminifl:ration in Scotland is in part to be afcribed to the 
Duke's temper, to whom the King had configned over the government of that 
country, and who gave fuch attention to affairs as to allow nothing ofimportance 
to efcape him. Even the government ofEngland from the fame caufe began fame
what to be infeCted with the fame feverity. The Duke's credit was very great at 
Court. Tho' neither fo mucn beloved nor efteemed as the King, he was more 
dreaded; and thence an attendance more exaCt, as well as a fubmiffion more ob
fequious, was paid him. The faying of Waller was remarked, that Charles, in 
fpite to the Parliament, who had determined, that the Duke ihould not fucceed 
him, was refolved, that he fhould reign even in his lifetime. 

THE King howe~er, who loved to maintain a balance in his councils, ftill fqp
ported Hallifax, whom he created a marquefs, and made lord privy fea1 ; tho' ever 
in oppofition to the Duke. This man, who poffeffed the fineft genius and moft ex· State of the 

tenfive capacity, of all employed in public affairs during the prefent reign, affeCted Miniflry in 

a fpecies of neutrality between the parties, and was efteemed the head of that fmall Enl!.land. 

body, known by the denomination of 'I'rimmers. This conduct, which is much 
more natllral to men of integrity than of ambition, could not however procure him 
t~e former charaCter; and he was always, with reafon, regarded as an intriguer ra· 
ther than a patriot. Sunderland, who had promoted the exclufion- bill, and who had 
been difplaced on that account, was again, with the Duke's confent, brought into 
the adminiftration. The extreme duplicity, at leaft variablenefs, of this man's 
(;Onducc thro' the whole courfe of his life, made it be fufpecced, that it was by the 

• Wodrow, vol. ii. p. 505. 
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King's direCtion he had mixed with the country party. Hyde, created earl of 
Rochefter, was firft commiffioner of the treafury, and was entirely in the Duke's 
intereft. 

THE King himrelf was obliged to aCt as the head of a party; a difagreeable fitua
tion for a Prince, and always the fource of much injuftice and oppreffion. He 
knew how obnoxious the diffenters were to the church; and he refolved, contrary 
to the maxims of toleration, which he had hitherto fupported in England, to gra
tify his friends by the perfecution of his enemies. The laws againft conventicles 
\vere now rigorou!1y executed; an expedient, which, the King Iwew, would 
.neither diminifh the numbers nor influence of the Nonconformifts; and which is 
therefore to be deemed more the refult of paffion than of policy. Scarce any per
fecution ferves the intended purpofe but fuch as amounts to a total extermination. 

THo' the King's authority made every day great advances, it ftill met with con ... 
fiderable obftacles, chiefly from the city, which was entirely in the hands of the 

New nomina- malecontents. The juries, in particular, named by the fheriffs, were not liktly to be 
tionof.!heriffs. impartial judges between the Crown and the people, and after the experiments at

ready made in the cafe of Shaftefbury, and that ofCollege, treafon, it was apprehend
ed, might there be committed with impunity. There could not therefore be a more 
important fervice to the Court than to put affairs upon a different footing. Sir John 
Moor, lord mayor, was gained by fecretary Jenkins, and encouraged to infift upon 
the cuftomary privilege of his office, of naming one of the fheritfs. According
ly, when the time of election came, he drank to North, a Levant merchant, who 
accepted that expenG.ve office. The country party faid, that, being lately returned 
from Turkey, he was, on account of his recent experience, better qualified to terve 
the purpofes of the Court. A poll was opened for the election of another fh~riff ;. 
and here began the contefl:. The majority of the common-ball, headed by the 
two fheriffs of the former year, refufed to acknowlege the mayor~s right of nomi--

Zfth of June. nating one fheriff, but infifted that both muft be eleCted by the liveries. Papillon 
and Dubois were the perfons whom the country party agreed to elect: Box was 
pointed out by the courtiers. Books were accordingly opened for the poll; but 
as the mayor would not allow the elections to proceed for two vacancies, the file
riffs and he feparated, and each carried on the poll apart. The country party, 
who voted with the fheriffs for Papillon and Dubois, were much more numerous 
than thofe who voted with the mayor for Box : But as the mayor infifted, that his. 
books were the only legal ones, he declared Box to be duly eleCted. All difficul
ties however were not furmounted. Box, apprehenfive of the confequences of fo· 
dubious an election, fined off; and the mayor found it requifite to proceed to a 
new election. When the matter was propofed to the common-hall, a loud cry 
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was raifed, No eleCtion! No eleCI:ion! The two fheriffs already eleCted, Papillon and Chap. VII. 

Dubois, were infifted on as the only legal magiftrates. But as the mayor ftill main- I68z. 

tained, that Box alone had been legally chofen, and that it was now requifite to fup-
ply his place, he opened books anew, and during the tumult and confufion of the 
citizens, a few of the mayor's partizans elected Rich, unknown to and unheeded by 
the reft of the liveries. North and Rich were accordingly fworn fheriffs for the 
enfuing year; but it was nece!fary to fend a guard of the train bands to protect them 
in the entering upon their office. A new mayor of the court party was foon after zsth of OClo-

chofen by means, as is pretended, much more violent and irregular. ber. 

THus the country party were dillodged from their fl:rong hold in the city; 
where, ever fince the commencement of factions in the Englifh government, they 
had, without interruption, almoft without moleftation, maintained a fuperiority. 
It had been happy, had the partialities, hitherto objected to juries, been corrected, 
without giving place to partialities of an oppolite kind : But in the prefent diftracted 
ftate of the nation, an equitable neutrality was almoft impoffible to be attained. 
The court and church party, who were now named on juries, made juftice fubfet:
vient to their factious views ; and the King had a profpetl: of obtaining full re
venge on his enemies. It was not long before the effects of thefe alterations were 
feen. When it was firft reported, that the Duke intended to leave Scotland, Pil· 
kington, at that time fheriff, a very violent man, had broke out in thefe terms., 
'' He has already burned the city, and is he now coming to cut all our throats?" 
For thefe fcandalous expreffions, the Duke fued Pilkington; and enormous da
mages, to the amount of I oo,ooo pounds, were decreed him. By the Jaw of Eng,
land, ratified in the great charter,. no fine o:..1ght to extend to the total ruin of a cri
minal. Sir Patience Ward, formerly mayor, who gave evidence for Pilkington~ 
was fued for perjury, and condemned to the pillory : A fevere fentence, and fuffi
cient to deter all witneffes from appearing in favour of thofe, who were profecuted 
by the court. 

BuT tho' the crown had obtained fo great a victory in the city, it was not 1683• 

quite decifive ; and the conteft might be renewed every year at the election of 
magiftrates. An important proje::t therefore was formed, not only to make 
the King mafter of the city, but by that example to gain him the afcendant in 
all the corporations of England, and ther~by give the greateft wound to the legal Q 

uo warran~ 
conftitution, which the moft powerful and moft arbitrary Monarchs had ever yet to's. 

been able to inflict. All the Royaiifts, tho' Englifhmen, and even, to a certain de-
gree, lovers of liberty, were yet induced, from er.mity to the oppoflte faction, and 
from the defire of fuperiority, to concur in this violent meafme~ A writ of quo 
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warranto was iifued againil: the city; that is, an enquiry into the validity of their 
charter. It Vl'as pretended, that the city had forfeited all its privileges, and ought to 
be declared no longer a corporation, on account of two offences, which the court 
of aldermen and common council had committed. After the great fire in 1666, all 
the markets had been rebuilt, and had been fitted up with many conveniencies ; 
and in order to defray the expence, the magiil:rates had impofed a fmall toll on 
fuch a5 brought any goods to market. In the year I6J9, they had addreffed the 
King againft the prorogation of Parliament, and had employed the following 
terms. " Your petitioners are greatly furprized at the late prorogation, whereby 
" the profecution of the public juil:ice of the kingdom, and the making neceifary 
" provifions for the prefervation of your Majefi:y and your proteftant fubjects, 
'' have received interruption." Thefe words were pretended to contain a fcan
dalous reflection on the King and his meafures. The caufe of the city was defended 
againft the attorney and follicitor generals by Treby and Pollexfen. 

THESE ]aft pleaded, that, fince the foundation of the Monarchy, no corporation 
had ever yet been forfeited, and the thing itfelf implied an abfu.rdity: That a cor
poration, as fuch, was incapable of all crime or offence, and none was anfwerable 
for any iniquity but the perfons themfelves, who committed it: That the mem
bers, in chooling magifi:rates, had entrufted them only with legal powers ; and 
where the magiil:rates had exceeded thefe powers, their acts were void, but cou~d 
never involve the body itfelf in any criminal imputation: That fuch had ever been 
the praCtice of England, except at the Reformation, when the monafteries were for
feited; but this was an extraordinary cafe ; and it was even thought neceffary <ifter
wards to ratify the whole tranfaction by act of Parliament: That corporate bbdies, 
framed for public good, and calculated for perpetual duration, ought not to be an
nihilated for the temporary faults of their members, who might themfelves, without 
hurting their community, be q uefi:ioned for their offences: That even a private eil:ate, 
if entailed, could not be forfeited to the Crown, on account of treafon, committed 
by the tenant for life; but upon his demife went to the next in remainder: That 
the offences, objtcted to the city, far from deferving fo fevere a punifhment, were 
not even worthy of the fmalleft reprehenlion: That all corporations were invefi:ed 
with the power of making bye. Jaws; and the fmalleft burrough in England had 
ever been allowed to carry the exercife of this power farther than London had done 
in the inftance complained of: That the city, having at their own expence, re
paired the markets, which were built too on their own efiates, might as lawfully 
claim a fmall recompence from fuch as brought commodities thither, as a man 
might require rent for a houfe, which he was poffeffed of: That thofe who dif
liked the condition, might abftain from the market; and whoever paid, had done it 
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voluntari1y: That it was an avowed right of the fubjeCl:s to petition ; nor had 
the city in their addrefs abufed this privilege : That the King himfelf had often 
declared, the Parliament often voted, the nation to be in danger from the popifh 
plot; which, it is evident, could not be fully profecuted but in a parliamentary 
manner : That the impeachment of the popi!h lords was certainly obfl:ruCl:ed by 
the fre4uent prorogations; as was alfo the enaCting of nece!fdry laws, and provid~ 
ing for the defence of the nation : That the loyalty of the city, no lefs than their 
regard to felf·prefervation, might prompt them to frame the petition; fince it 
was acknowledged, that the King's life was every moment expofed to the mofl: im-
minent danger from the popifh confpiracy: That the city had not accufed the King 
of obftruJing j.ufl:ice, much lefs of having any fuch in-tention; fince it was allow-
ed, that evil counfellors were alone anfwerable for all the pernicious confequences· 
of any nieafure: And that it was unaccountable, that two public deeds, which had 
not, during fo long a time, fubjected to any, even the fmallefl: penalty, the per-
fans guilty of them, fhouid now be punifhed fo feverely upon the corporation, 
which always was, and always mufl: be innocent. 

IT is evident,. that thofe who would apologize for the meafures of the Court, muft,. 
in this cafe, found their arguments, not on law, but reafons of ftate. The judges, 

Ch1p. VU. 
x683. 

therefore, who condemned the city, are totally inexcufable; fince the fole ju(Hfi- uth of June;,.. 

able object of tht::ir determinations mufl: ever be the pure principles of jufl:ice and 
equity. But the place of judge was at that time held during pleafure; and it was 
impoffible, that any caufe, where the Court bent its force, could ever be carried 
againft it. After fentence was pronounced, the city applied in a very humble man-
ner to the King; and he agreed to reftore their charter, . but in return they were 
obliged to fubmit to the following regulations : That no lord mayor, fheriff, re-· 
corder, common ferjeant, town clerk, or coroner Ihould be admitted to the exer-
cife of his office without his Majefl:y's approbation : That if the King difapprove 
twice of the mayor· or fheriffs elected, he may by commiffion appoint thefe ma-
giftrates :·That the lord mayor and court of aldermen may, with his Majefl:y's leave,. 
difplace any magiftrate: And that no alderman, in cafe of a vacancy, fhall be elec-
ted without confent of the comt of aldermen, who, if they difapprove twice of the 
choice, may fill the vacancy. 

ALL the corporations in England, having the example of London before their Great power 
eyes, faw how vain it would prove to firuggle with the Court, and were, moft of the Crowlil~

of them, f ucceffi vel y induced to furrender their charters into the King's hands. 
Confiderable fums were exacted for refl:oring the charters ; and all the offices of 
power and profit were left at the difpofal of the crown. Thofe who judge of the 
aCtions of princes by the rules of policy- alone, could excufe thofe meafures of [he 
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Chap. VII. King, by which he much extended his authority, and acquired a great afcendant in 
1683· every burrough and corporation. But it feems ftrange, that the inrlependant ro;r

alifts, who never meant to make the Crown abfolute, fhould yet be fo elated with 
the victory obtained over their adverfaries, as to approve of a precedent, which left 
no national privileges in fecurity, but enabled the King, under like pretences, and 
by means of like inftruments, to recall anew all thofe charters, which at prefent he 
was pleafed to grant. And every friend to liberty rnuft allow, that the narion, whofe 
conftitution was thus fhattered in the !hock of faction, had a right, by e·,, ·ry pru
dent expedient, to recover that fecurity, of which it was fo unhappily bereaved. 

\V HILE fo great a faction adhered to the Crown, it is apparent, that refiftance, 
however juftifiable, could never be prudent; and all wife men faw no other expe
dient but peaceably to fubmit to the prefent grievances. There was however a 
party of malecontents, fo turbulent in their difpofition~ ~h::lt even before this Jaft 
iniquity, which laid the whole conftitution at the mercy of the King, they had me
ditated plans of refifl:ance; at a time when it could be as ltr.tic juftifiable as pru-

A confpiracy. dent. In the fpring 168 It, a little before the Oxford Parl JrLe'lt, the King was 
feized with a fit of ficknefs at Windfor, which gave great a.2.1 :n to the public. The 
Duke of Monmouth, lord Ruffel, lord Grey, inftigated by the re(Ud, Shaftefbury, 
had agreed, in cafe the King's ficknefs fhould prove mortal, to rife m arms and op
pofe the fucceffion of the Duke. Charles recovered ; but thefe dangerous projects 
were not laid afide. The fame con-fpirators, together with Effex and Salifbury, were 
determined to continue the Oxford Parliament, after the King, as was d.1ily expected, 
1hould diffolve it; and they engaged fame leaders among the Commons in the fame 
defperate meafure. They went fo far as to detain fevera1 lords in the Haufe, u9der 
pretence of figning a proteftation againft rejecting Fitz-harris's impeachment;!. But 
hearing that the Commons had broke up in great confi:ernation, they were likewife 
obliged at )aft to feparate. Shaftefbury's imprifonment and trial put an end for 
fame time to thefe machinations ; and it was not till the new fheriffs were impofed 
on the.city that they were revived. The leaders of the country party began then 
to apprehend themfelves in imminent danger ; and they were well pkafed to find, 
that the citizens were {huck with the fame terror, and were thence inclined to un
dertake the moft perilous enterprizes. Befides the city, applications were made to 
the gentry and nobility in feveral counties of England to rife in arms. Monmouth 

t Lord Grey's fecrct hiil:ory of the Rye houfe plot. This is the moil full and authentic account of 
all thefe tranfaaions; but is in the maio confirmed by bifhop Sprat, and even Burnet, as well as by the 

trials and dying confeHions of the confpirators: So that nothing can be more unaccountable than that 
any one fhould pretend, that this confpiracy was an impoilure like the popifh plot. Monmouth's de

claration publifl1ed in the next rei,;n, confe!fes a ccnfult for ext:aordinary remedies. 

engaged 
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c:ngaged the earl of Macclesfield, lord Brandon, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, and other 
gentlemen in Chelhire: Lord Ruffd fixed a correfpondence with Sir William 
Courtney, Sir Francis Rowles, Sir Francis Drake, who promifed to raife the 
Weft; and Trenchard in particular, who had great interefl: in the d i [affeCted 
town of Taunton, affured him of confiderable affiftance from· that neighbour
hood. Shafteibury and his emiffary, Fergufon, an independant clergyman and 
a refl:lefs plotter, managed the correfpondence in the city, upon which the con
federates chiefly relied. The whole train was ready to take fire; but was pre
vented by the caution of lord Ru!fel, who induced Monmouth to delay the en
terprize. Shafreibury in the· mean time was fo affected with the fenfe of 
his danger, that he had left his houfe, and fecretly lurked in the city; medi
tating all thofe defperate fchemes, which difappointed revenge and ambition could 
dictate. He exclaimed loudly againft delay, and reprefented to his confederates, 
that having gone fo far, and entrufted the fecret irito fo many hands, there was no 
fafety for them but in a bold and defperate profecution of their purpofe. The 
projects were therefore renewed : Meetings of the confpirators were appointed in 
different houfes, particularly in Shepard's, an eminent wine- merchant in the city: 
A plan of the infurreB:ion was laid in London, Chefhire, Devonfhire, and Bri
ftol : The feveral places of rendezvous in the city were concerted ; and the whole 
operations fixed: The ftate of the guards was even viewed by Monmouth and 
Arrnftrong, and an attack on them pronounced very practicable : A declaration 
to jufl:ify the enterprize to the public was read and agreed to: And every circum .. 
fiance feemed now to render an infurrection unavoidable; when a new delay was 
procured by Trenchard, who delared, that the riling in the Weft could not for 
fome weeks be in fufficient forwardnefs. 

SHAFTESBUR Y was enraged at thefe perpetual cautions and delays in an enter
prize, which, he thought, nothing but courage and celerity could render effeB:ual : 
He threatened to commence the infurrection with his friends in the city alone; and 
he boafted, that he had ten thoufand brijk boys, as he called them, who, on a m6t!o~. 
of his finger, were ready to fly to arms. Monmouth, Ruffel, and the other co:,<:

fpirators were, during fomc time, in apprehenfions, left defpair fhould pufh him 1: 

fame dangerous meafure; when they heard, that, after a long ftruggle between k 
and rage, he had at !aft abandoned all hopes of fuccefs, and had retired into Ho. 
land. He lived in a private manner at Amfterdam ; and for greater fecurity defi;·c, 
to be a~mitted into the magifl:racy of that city: But his former violent coun,_ll~ 
again!l the Dutch commonwealth were remembered, and all applications from bin. 
were rejected. He died foon after; and his end gave neither f)rrow to his friend
nor joy to his enemies. His furious temper, notwithfl:anding his capacity, h:: · 
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done great injury to the caufe, in which he was engaged. The violences and ini
quities, which he fuggell:ed and encouraged, were greater than even faCtion itfelf 
could endure; and men could not forbear fometimes remembering, that the fame 
perfon, who was become fo zealous a patriot, was once a moft proftitute courtier. 
It is remarkable, that this man, whofe principles and conduct were, in all other 
refpetl:s, fo exceptionable, proved an excellent chancellor ; aild that all his decrees, 
while he poffdfed that emimmt office, were equally remarkable for juftnefs and for 
integrity~ So difficult it is to find in hiftory a character either wholly bad or 
perfectly good ; tho' the prejudices of party make writers run frequently into the 
~xtremes both of panegyric and of fatyre ! . 

AETER Shaftefbury's departure, the confpirators found fome difficulty in renew
ing the correfpondence with the city malecontents~ who had been accuftpmed to de
pend folely on that nobleman. Their common views, however, as well as common 
apprehenfions, made them at laft have recourfe to each other ; and a regular pro
jeCt of an infurrection was again formed. A council of fix was ereCted, confifting 

· ef Monmouth, Ruffel, Effex, Howard, Algernon Sidney, and John Hambden, 
grandfon to the great parliamentary leader. Thefe men en~ered into an agreement 
with Argyle and the Scots malecontents, who engaged, that, upon th~ payment 
of Io,ooa pounds for the purchafe of arms in Hollan~, they WO\lld bring the 
Covenanters into the field. Infurrections likewife were a_new project:~d in Chefhire 
and the Weft, as well as in the city; and fame meetings of the J~aq~rs were held, 
in order to reduce thefe projects into form. The confpirators differed extremely 
in their views. Sidney was paflionate for a commonwealth. Effex had embraced 
the fame project. But Monmouth had entertained hopes of acquiring the Crown 
for himfelf. Ruffel, as well as Hambden, was mucq attached to the antient con
ftitution, and propofed only the exclufion of the D~ke and the redrefs of grie
vances. Lord Howard was a man of abandoned principles, and was ready tG 

embrace any party, which his immediate interell: fhould recommend to him. But 
notwithfl:anding this difference of characters and of views, their common hatred 
of the Duke and the prefent adminiftration united them into one party; and the 
dangerous experiment of an infurrection was fully refol.ved on. 

WHILE thefe fchemes were concerting among the leader-s, there was an inferior 
order of confpil'ators, who frequently met together, and with the infurrection, car
ried on projects quite unknown to Monmuuth, and the cabal of fix. Among thefe 
men were colonel Rumfey,, an old republican officer, who had diftinguifhed him
felf in Portugal, and had been recommended to the King by Marefchal Schomberg ;. 
lieutenant colonel \V alcot, likewife a republican officer ; Goodenough, under fhe
.Iiff of London, a zealous and noted party-man; Weft, TY.ley, Norton, Ayloffe,. 
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lawyers; Fergufon, Roufe, Hone, Keiling, Holloway, Bourne, Lee, Rumbald. 
Mofl: of thefe laft were merchants or tradefmen; and the only perfons of this con
federacy,- who had accefs to the leaders of the party, were Rumfey and Fergufon. 
When thefe men were met together in their cabals, they indulged themfelves in 
the moft defperate and moft criminal difcourfe: They frequently mentioned the 
aifaffination of the King and the Duke, to which they had given the familiar ap-
pellation of lr;pping: They even went fo far as to have thought of a fcheme for 
that purpofe. RIJmbald, who was a malfter, poifeifed a farm, called the Rye-
houfe, which lay on the way to Newmarket, whither the King commonly went 
once a year, for the diverfion of the races. A plan of this farm had been laid 
before fome of the confpirators by Rum bald, who fhowed them how eafy it would 
be, by over-turning a cart, to ftop at that place the King's coach ; while they 
might fire upon him from the hedges, and be eafiJy enabled afterwards, thro' bye 
lanes and crofs the fields, to' make their efcape. But tho' the plaufibility of this 
fcheme gave great pleafure to the confpirators, no concerted defign was as yet laid, 
nor any men, horfes, or arms provided : The whole was little more than loofe dif-
courfe, the over-flowings of their zeal and ranrour. The houfe in which the King 
lived at Newmarket, took fire accidentally; and he was obliged to leave that place 
eight days fooner than he intended. To this circumftance his fafety was after-
wards afcribed, when the confpiracy was difcovered ; a:nd the court party could 
not fufficiendy admire the wife difpenfations of Providence. It is indeed certain, 
that, as the King had thus unexpeCl:edly left Newmarket, he was much worfe at-
tended than ufual; and Rumbald informed his confederates with regret what a 
fine opportunity was thus unfortunately loft. 

Chap. VII. 
1683._ 

AMONG the confpirators I have mentioned Keiling, a falter in London. This Confpiracy 
• r. f ft' h f L difcovered. man had beeri engaged m a very bold mea1ure, o arre mg t e mayor o ondon, 

at the fuit of Papillon and Dubois, the outed fheriffs ; and being liable to profecu-
tion for that action, he thought it fafeft to purchafe a pardon, by revealing the con-
fpiracy, in which he was deeply concerned. He brought to fecretary Jenkins tzth of June.; 

intelligence of the aifaffin<>.~ion plot; but as he was a fingle evidence, the fe-
cretary, whom many falfe plots had probably rendered incredulous, fcrupled to 
iifue warrants for the commitment of fo great a number of perfons. Keiling 
therefore, in order to fortify his teftimon y, engaged his brother in treafonable 
difcourfe with Goodenough, one of the confpirators ; and Jenkins b~gan now to 
give more attention to the intelligence. The confpirators had got fome hint of 
the danger, in which they were involved; and all of them concealed themfelves. 
One perfon alone, of the name of Barber, an inftrument-maker, was feized; and 
as his. confeffion concurred in many particulars with Keiling's information, the 
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affair feemed to be put out of all quefl:ion ; and a more diligent fearch was every· 
where made after the confpirators. 

WEsT, the lawyer, and colonel Rumfey, finding the perils to which they were 
expofed in endeavouring to efcapet refolved to fave their own lives at the ex pence 
of their companions ; and accordingly furrendered themfelves with an intention 
of becoming evidence. Weft could do little more than confirm the teitimony of 
Keiling with regard to the affaffination plot; but Rumfey, befi.des additional con
firmation of the fame defign, was at }aft, tho' with much difficulty, led to give 
an account of the meetings at Shepard's. Shepard was immediately apprehended ; 
and had not courage to maintain fidelity to his confederates. Upon his informa
tion, orders were iffued for arrefl:ing the great men engaged in the confpiracy. 
Monmouth abfconded : Ruifel was fent to the Tower: Gray was arrelled, but 
efcaped from the meffenger : Howard was taken, while he concealed himfelf in a 
chimney ; and being a man of moft profligate morals., as weB as indigent circum
frances, he fcrupled not, in hopes of a pardon, to reveal the whole confpiracy. 
E.ffex, Sidney, Hambden were immediately apprehended upon his evidence. 
Every day fame of the confpirators were deteCted in their lurking-places, and 
thrown into prifon. 

Exeeution of LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WALCOT was firft brought to his trial. This man, 
the confpira- who was once noted for bravery, had been fo far overcome by the love of life, that 
tors, 

he had wrote to fecretary Jenkins, and had offered upon promife of pardon tG 
turn evidence : But no fooner had he taken this mean ftep, than he felt more ge
nerous fentiments arife in him;. and he endeavoured, tho' in vain, to conceal himfelf . ... 
The witneff'es againft him were Rum fey, Weft, Shepard, together with one Bo,urne, 
a brewer. His own letter to the fecretary was produced, and rendered the teftimony 
of the witneffes unqueftionable. Hone and Roufe were alfo condemned ,fa die._ 
,lfhefe two men, as well as Walcot, at their executi-on, acknowleged the jufiice of 
the fentence ; and from their trial and confeffion it is fufficiently apparent, that 
the plan of an infurretl:ion had been regularly formed, and that even the affaffina
tion had been often talked of, and not without the approbation of many of thi 
confpirators. 

Trial of lord THE condemnation of thefe criminals was probably intended as a preparative to 
RulTel. the trial of lord Ruffel, and ferved to imprefs the public with a thorough belief of the: 

confpiracy, as well as a horror againfi it. The witneifes produced againfi the noble pri
foner were Rumfey, Shepard, and lord Howard. Rumfey fwore, that he himfelfhad. 
been introduced to the cabal at Shepard's, where Ruffel was prefent; and had deli
vered them a meffage from Shaftefbury, urging them to haften the intended infur
reftion: But had received for anfwer,_ that it was found neceffary to delay the defign 
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and that Shafte:lbury muft therefore, fot· fame time, reft contented. This anfwer, 
he faid, was delivered by Fergufon, but was affented to by the prifoner. He added, 
that fame difcourfe had been entered into about taking a furvey of the guards ; 
and he thought, that Monmouth, Grey and Armftrong undertook to view them. 
Shepard fwore, that his houfe had been beforehand befpoke by Fergufon for the 
fecret meeting of the confpirators, and that he had been careful to keep all his 
fervants from approaching them, and had ferved them himfelf. Their difcourfe, 
he faid, ran chiefly upon the means of furprizing the guards ; and it was agreed 
that Monmouth and his two friends lhould take a furvey of them. The report, 
which they brought next meeting, was, that the guards were remifs, and that the 
defign was very praCticable: But he did not affirm, that any refolution was taken 
of executing it. The prifoner, he thought, was prefent at both thefe meetings; 
but he was fure, that at leaft he was prefent at one of them. A declaration, he 
added, had been read by Fergufon in Ruffel's prefence : The reafons of the intended 
infurreCl:ion were there fet forth, and all the public grievances fully difplayed. 

LoRD HowARD had been one of the cabal of fix after Shafte:lbury's Bight; and 
two meetings had been held of the confpirators, one at Hambden's, another at: 
Ruffel's. Howard fwore, that, at the firft meeting, it was agreed to begin the 
infurreCl:ion in the country before the city ; the places were fixed, the proper quan
tity and kind of arms agreed on, and the whole plan of operations concerted : That 
at the fecond meeting, the converfation turned chiefly upon their correfpondence 
with Argyle and the difcontented Scots, and that the principal management of 
that affair was intrufted to Sidney,, who had fent one Aaron Smith into Scotland 
with proper inftru8.:ions. He added, that in thefe confults no queftion was put 
nor votes colleCted: But there was no contradiCtion, and, as he took it, all of 
them, and the prifoner among the reft, gave their confent. 

RuMSEY and Shepard were very unwilling witneffes againft lord Ruffel; and 
it appears from Gray's Secret Hiftory *, that, if they had pleafed, they could have 
given a more explicit teftimony againft him. This reluCtance, together with the 
diffi.culty of recolleCting circumfl:ances in a converfation, which had paffed above 
eight months before, and which the perfons had not at that time any intention to 
difcover, may beget fo!lle flight objeCtion to their evidence. But on the whole, ic 
was undoubtedly proved, that the infurreetion had been deliberated on, by the 
prifoner, and fully refolved; the furprifal of the guards deliberated on, but not 
fully refolved ; and that an affaffination had never once been mentioned or ima
gined by him. So far the matter of faCt feems certain: But frill, with regard to, 
law, there remained a difficulty, and that of a very important nature .• 
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THE Englilh laws of treafon, both in the manner of defining that crime and 
in the proof required, are the mildeft and moft indulgent, and confequently the 
moft equitable, that are any where to be found. The two chief fpecies of treafon, 
.contained in the law of Edward the third, are the compaffing and intending the 
King's death, and the aCl:uallevying war againft him ; and by the law of Mary the 
·crime mufl be proved by the concurring teftimony of two witr.effes, to fome overt 
.a.Cl:, tending to thefe purpofes. But the lawyers, partly defirous of paying court to 
.the Sovereign, partly convinced of ill confequences, which- might attend fuch nar
row limitations, had introduced a greater latitude, both in the proof and definition 
of the crime. It was not required, that the two witneffes fuould tefl:ify the fame 
precife overt act: It was fufficient, that they both teftified fome overt atl: of the 
fame treafon; and tho' this evafion may feem a fubtilty, it had long prevailed 
in the courts of judicature, and had at laft been folemnly fixed by Parliament at 
the trial of lord Stafford. The lawyers had ufed the fame freedom, tho' perhaps 
after a more exceptionable manner, with the law of Edward the third. They had 
{)bferved, that, by that famous fl:atute, if a man lhould enter into a confpiracy 
for a rebellion, fuould even fix a correfpondence with fore1gn powers for that pur
pofe, fuould provide arms and money, yer, if he was detected and no rebellion en
fued, he could not be rried for treafon. To prevent this inconvenience, which ic 
l1ad been better to remedy by a new law, they had commonly laid the~ir indict:.. 
ment for intending the death of the King, and had produced the intention of a 
rebellion as a proof of that other intention. But tho' this form of indictment 
and tr-ial was very frequent, and many criminals had received fentence upon it, 
it was confidered as irregular, and was plainly confounding, by a fophifm, ,r(vo 
fpecies of treafon, which the ftatute had moft accurately diftinguilhed. What 
made this refinement ftill more inexcufable ; a law had paired foon after the 'refto
ration, where the confulting or intending a rebellion, was, during Charles's life. 
time, declared treafon ; and it was required that the profecution fuould be made 
within fix months after the crime was committed. But notwithftanding this 
ftatute, the lawyers had perfevered, as they frill do perfevere, in the old form of 
indictment ; and both Sir Harry Vane and Oliver Plunket, titular primate of Ire
land, had been tried by it. Such was the general horror, entertained again fl: the
old republicans, and the popilh confpirators, that no one had murmured againft: 
this interpretation of the ftatute ; and the lawyers thought, that they might follow 
the precedent even in the cafe of the popular and beloved lord Ruffel. Rulfel's 
crime fell plainly under the ftatute of Charles the zd; but the faCts fworne to by 
Rumfey and Shepard were without the fix months required by law, and to the 
other faCl:s Howard was a fingle witnefs. To make the indictment, therefore, 
more extenfive, the intention of murdering the King was comprehended in it; 

and 
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and for proof of this intention the confpiracy for raifing a rebellion was affigned ; Chap. vm. 
and what feemed to bring the matter frill nearer, the defign of attacking the King's. x6&.s, 

guards. 

RussEL perceived this irregularity, and defired to have the point argued by; 
touncil : The chief juftice told him, that that privilege could not be granted, 
unlefs he previoui1y confeffed the faCts charged upon him. The artificial con
founding the two fpecies of treafon, tho' a praCtice fupported by many prece
dents, is the chief, but not the .only hardlhip, of which- Ruffel had reafon to 
complain on his trial. His defence was very feeble; and he contented himfelf 
with protefring, that he never had entertained any defign again!l the King's life: 
His candour would n0t allow him to deny the confpiracy for an infurrecrion. The· 
jury were men of f>lir and irreproachable charaCters, but zealous Ro}'alifts: Afte~.r· 

a ihort deliberation, they brought in the prifoner guilty. 

APPLICATIONS were made to the King for a pardon: Even money, to the: 
amount of an hundred thoufand pounds, was offered to the dutchefs ofPortfmouth. 
by the old earl of Bedford, father to Ruffel. The King was inexorable. He had; 
been extremely harraffed with the violence of the country party, and he had ob
ferved, that the prifoner, befides his fecret defigns, had always been carried. to the· 
higheft extremity of oppofition in Parliament. H.e had even adopted a fentiment,. 
fimilar to what we meet with in a letter of the younger Brutus. Had his father,, 
he faid, advifed the King to rejeCt the ex.clufion bill, he would be the fir·ft to move 
for a parliamentary impeachment againft him. When fuch determined refolutionl 
was obferved, his popularity, his humanity, his jufrice, his very virtues became· 
fo many crimes, and were ufed as arguments againft fparing him. Charles there
fore would go no farther than remit the more ignominious part of the fentence, 
which the law requires to be pronounced againft traitors. "' My lord Ruffel," 
faid he, " ihall find, that I am poifeifed of that prerogative, which, in the caff' 
" of lord Stafford, he thought fit to deny me.', As the fury of the country party· 
had rendered it impoffible f-or the King,. without the moft imminent danger of his, 
throne, to pardon fo many Catholics, whom he firmly believed to be innocent, and 
even affeCtionate and loyal to him ; he probably thought, that, fi.nce the edge o£ 
the law was now ready to fall upon that party themfelves,. they could not reafon~ 
ably expeCt, that he would interpofe to fave them. 

RussEL's confort, a woman of great merit, daughter and heirefs of the goodi 
earl of Southampton, threw herfelf at the King's feet, and pleaded with many tears, 
the merits and loyalty of her father, as an atonement for thofe errors, into which. 
honeft, however miftaken principles had feduced her hufband. Thefe fupplica
tion.s wete the taft infrance of female weaknefs (if they deferve the name) which, 

fu-e: 
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Chap. VII. !he betrayed. Finding all applications vain, !he collected courage, and not only 
z6S3. fortified herfelf againft the fatal blow, but endeavoured by her example to ftrengthen 

the refolution of her unfortunate lord. With a tender and decent compofure they 
took leave of each other on the day of his execution. " The bitternefs of death 
" is now paifed," faid he, when he turned from her. Lord Cavendifh had lived 
in the clofeft intimacy with Ruffel, and deferted not his friend in the prefent cala
mity. He gallantly offered to manage his efcape, by changing cloaths with him, 
and remaining at all hazar~s in his place. Ruifel refufed to fave his own life, by an 
expedient which might expofe his friend to fo many hardfhips. When the duke of 
Monmouth by meffage offered to furrender himfelf, if Ruifel thought, that that 
meafure would any way contribute to his fafety ; " It will be no advantage to 
" me," he faid, "to have my friends die with me," Some of his expreffions dif
cover, not only compofure, but good humour in this melancholy extremity. The 
day before his execution he was feized with a bleeding at the nofe. " I !hall not 
" now let blood to divert this diftemper," faid he to doctor Burnet who attended 
him, " that will be done to-morrow." A little before the fheriffs conducted him 
to the fcaffold, he wound up his watch; " Now I have done,'' faid he, " with 
" time, and henceforth muft think folely of eternity." 

zdl-of July. 

and execu
tion. 

THE fcaffold was erected in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, a place very diftant from the 
Tower; and it was probably intended, by conducting Ruffel thro' fo many ftreets, 
to fhow the mutinous city their beloved leader, once the object of all their co~fi
dence, now expofed to the utmoft rigours of the law. As he was the moft popular 
among his own party ; fo was he ever the leaft obnoxious to the oppofite faltion: 
And his melancholy fate united every heart, fen!lble of humanity, in a tendlr com
paffion for him. Without the Jeaft change of countenance, he laid his head on 
the block; and at two ftrokes, it was fevered from his body. 

IN the fpeech, which he delivered to the fherilfs, he was very anxious to clear 
his memory from any imputation of ever intending the King's death or any altera
tion in the government: He could not explicitely confefs the projected infurrection 
without hurting his friends, who-might ftill be called in queftion for it; but he did 
not purge himfdf of that defign, which, in the prefent condition of the nation, he 
regarded as no crime. By many paffi1ges in his fpeech, he feems to the laft to have 
lain under the influence of party zeal; a paffion, which being nourifhed by a facial 
temper, and cloathing itfelf under the appearance of p:·inciple, it is almoft impoffi
ble for a virtuous man, who has acted in public life, ever thoroughly to eradicate. 
He profeffed his entire belief in the popifh plot : And he faid, that, tho' he had 
often heard the feizure of the guards mentioned, he had ever difapproved of that 
attempt. To which he added, that the maffacring fo many innocent men in cold 

blood 
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blood was fo like a popiih praCtice, that he could not but abhor it. Upon the Chap. VU. 

whole, the integrity and virtuous intentions, rather than the capa,city, of this un- 1683· 

fortunate nobleman, feem to have been the :fhining parts of his character. 

ALGERNON SIDNEY was next brought to his trial. This gallant perfon, fon to TrialofA!ger· 

the earl of Leicefl:er, had entered deeply into the war againft the late King; and non Sidney. 

tho' no way tainted with enthufiafm, he had fo far fhared in all the councils of the 
independant republican party, as to have been named on the high court of jufl:ice, 
which tried and condemned that Monarch: He thought not proper, however, to 
take his feat among the judges. He ever oppofed Cromwel's ufurpation with zeal 
and courage ; and after employing all his efforts againfl: the refroration, he refol-
ved to take no benefit of the general indemnity, but chofe voluntary baniihment, 
rather than fubmit to a government and family, which he abhorred. As long as 
the republican party had any exifl:ence, he was active in every fcheme, however 
unpromifing, which tended to promote their caufe: But at Jaft, in 1677, finding 
it neceffary for his private affairs to return into England, he had applied for the 
King's pardon, and had obtained it. When the factions, arifing from the popifh 
plot, began to run high, Sidney, full of thofe ideas of liberty, which he had im-
bibed from the great examples of antiquity, joined the popular party ; and was 
even willing to feek a fecond time, thro' all the horrors of civil war, for his adored 
republic. 

FRoM this imperfect fketch of the character and conduct of this illu!hi1ous 
perfonage, it may eafily be conceived how obnoxious he was become to the 
court and minifiry: What alone renders them inexcufable was the illegal method, 
which they took, of effeCting their purpofe againft him. On Sidney's trial they 
produced a great number of witneffes, who proved the reality of a plot in general; 
and when the prifoner exclaimed, that all thefe evidences faid nothing of him, he 
was anfwered, that this method of proceeding, however irregular, had been prac
tifed in the profecutions of the popifh confpirators : A topic more fit to condemn 
one party than to jufiify the other. The only witne-fs, who depofed againfl: Sid
ney, was lord Howard; but as the law required two witneffes, a firange expe
dient was fallen on to fut:ply this deficiency. In ranfacking the prifoner's clofet, 
fame difcourfes on government were found ; where he had maintained principles, 
favourable indeed to liberty, but fuch as the befl: and mofl: dutiful fubjeB:s in all 

. ages have been known to embrace; the original contraCt, the fource of power from 
a coofent of the people, the lawfulnefs of refifting tyrants, the preference of liberty 
to the government of a lingle perfon. Thefe papers were afferted to be equivalent 
to a fecond witnefs, and even to many witneffes. The prifoner replied) that there 
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was no other reafon for afcribing thefe papers to him befides a fimilitude of hand ; 
a proof, which was never admitted in criminal profecutions: That allowing him to 
be the autho1, he had compofed them folely for his private amufement, and had 
nel"er publi fhed them to the world, or even communicated them to any fingle 
perfon : That, when examined, they appeared by the colour of the ink to have been 
wrote many years before, and were in vain produced as evidences of a prefent con
fpiracy againft the government : And that where the law pofitively requires two 
wirneffts, one witnefs, attended with the moft convincing circumftances, could 
never fuffice ; much le[,, when fupported by a circumftance fo weak and preca
rious. All thefe arguments, tho' urged by the prifoner with great courage and 
pregnancy of reafon, had no influence. The violent and inhuman Jefferies was 
now chief juftice; and by his direCtion a partial jury was ea!ily prevailed on to 
give verdiCt again it Sidney. His execution followed a few days afterwards : He 
complained, and with reafon, of the iniquity of the fentence; but he had too 
much greatnefs of mind to deny thofe confults with Monmouth and Ruffel, in 
which he had been engaged. He rather gloried', that he now fuffered for that 
good old cau/e, in w~ich, from his earlieft youth, be faid, he had inlifted him
felf. 

THE execution of Sidney is regarded as one of the greatefl: blemifhes of the pre
fent reign. The evidence againft him, it muft be confelfed, was not legal,; ·and 
the jury, who condemned him, were, for that reafon, very blameable. ~t that 
:after fentence paffed by a court of j·udicature, the King fhould imerpofe .and par
don a man, who, tho' otherwife poffelfed of great merit, was undoubted.ly guilty,. 
who had ever been a moft inflexible and moft inveterate enemy to the royal fami
ly, and who lately had even abufed the King's clemency, might be an aCt of he
roic, generofiry, but can never be regarded as a necelfary and indifpenfible duty. 

l-Iow AR o was alfo the fole evidence againft Hambden ; and his teftimony was 
not fupported by any very material circumfl:ance. The crown-lawyers therefore 
found it in vain to try the prifoner for treafon : They laid the indiCtment only 
for mi!demeanours, and obtained fentence againft hi(il1. The fine impofed was 
exorbitant ; no lefs than forty thoufand pounds. 

HoLLOWAY, a merchant of Briftol, one of the confpirators, had fled to the 
vVefr Indies, and was now brought over. He had been outlawed; but the year, 
al]o,·;ed him for prefenring himfelf, was not expired. A trial was therefore 
oTerecl him : But as he had at firft confeffed his being engaged in a confpiracy 
for an infurretl:ion, and even allowed that he had heard fome difcourfes of an 
;,o..{Lfrination, tho' he had not approved of them" he thought it more expedient t:(} 

1 ~row 
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throw himfelf on the King's mercy. 
confeffion. 

He was executed, perfifr}ng in the fame Chap. VII; 
1683· 

SIR THOMAS ARMSTRONG, who had been feized in Holland. by Chidley, the 
King's minifter, and fent over, was precifely in the fame fituarion with Holloway: 
But the fame favour, or rather juftice, was refufed him. The lawyers pretended, 
that, unlefs he voluntarily came in before the expiration of the time affigned, he 
could not claim the privilege of a trial; not confidering, that the feizure of his 
perfon ought in equity to be fuppofed the accident which prevented him. The 
King bore a great enmity againft this gentleman, by whom he believed the duke 
of Monmouth to have been feduced from his duty : He alfo afferted, that Arm
fl:rong had once promifed Cromwel to affaffinate him ; tho' it mufl: be confeffed, 
that the prifoner juftified himfelf from this imputation by very ftrong arguments. 
Thefe were the re:1fons of that injuftice, which was now done him. It was appre_ 
hend d, that fufficient evidence of his guilt could not be produced ; and that even 
the partial juries, which were now returned, and which allowed themfelves to be 
entireiy directed by Jefferies and other violent judges, would not give fentence 
againft him. 

o~ the day that Ru!fel was tried, E!fex, a man eminent both for virtues and 
abilities, was found in the Tower with his throat cut. The coroner's inqueft 
brought in their verdict, felf mur~her: Yet becaufe two children of ten years 
of age (one of whom too departed from his evidence) had affirmed, that they 
heard a great noife from his window, and that they faw a hand throw out a bloody 
razor, thefe circumfiances were laid hold of, and the murder was afcribed to the 
King and the Duke, who happened that morning to pay a vifit to the Tower. 
Effex was fubject to fits of deep melancholy, and had been feized with one imme
diately upon his commitment : He was accuftomed to maintaiu the lawfulnefs of 
fuicide : And his countefs, upon a ftrict enquiry, which was committed to the 
care of Dr. Burnet, found no reafon to confirm the fufpicion : Yet could not all 
thefe circumftances, joined to many others, entirely remove the imputation. It 
is no wonder, that faction is fo productive of vices of all kinds: For, befides that 
it inflames all the paffions, it tends much to remove thofe great reftraints, honour 
and ihame; when men find, that no iniquity can lofe them the applaufe of 
their own party, and no innocence fecure them againfi tht: calumnies of the 
oppollte. 

BuT tho' there is no reafon to think, that Eifex had been murdered by any orders 
from court, it mufc be acknowledged, that a very unjuHifiable ufe inRufftL:s tri,d \vas 

made of that incident. The King's council mentioned it Jn their pleadings as a 
A a a 2 ihong 
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Chap. VII. ihong proof of the confpiracy; and it is faid to have had great weight with the 
Ib83· jury. It was infified en in Sidney's trial for the fame purpofe. 

State of the SoME memorable caufes, tried about this time, tho' they have no relation to the 
nation. Rye-houfe confpiracy, fhow the temper of the bench,and the juries. Oates was 

convicted of having called the Duke a popifh traitor; was fined to the amount of 
one hundred thoufand pounds; and was condemned to prifon till he fbould make 
payment. A like illegal fentence was palfed upon Dutton-Cole for a like offence. 
Sir Samuel Barnardifton was fined ten thoufand pounds; becaufe, in feme private 
letters, which had been intercepted, he had reflected on the government. This 
gentleman was obnoxious ; becaufe he had been foreman of that jury, which re
jeEted the biil againft Shaftefbury. A pretence was therefore falleh upon for punifh
ing him; tho' fuch a precedent may juftly be efteemed a very unufual act of 
feverity, and fufficient to deftroy all confidence in private friendlhip and corre
fpondence. 

THERE is another remarkable trial, which fhows the difpoihion of the courts of 
judicature, and which, tho' it pa.ffed in the enfuing year, it may not be improper 
to relate here. One Rofewel, a prefbyterian preacher, was accufed by three 
women of having fpoke treafonable words in a fermon. They fwore to two or 
three periods, and agreed fo exactly together, that there was not the fmalleft va
riation in their depofitions. Rofewel on the other hand made a very good defenc~. 
He' proved, that the witne.ffes were leud and infamous perfons: He proved, that, 
even during Cromwell's ufurpation, he had always been loyal; that he prayed ~n
ftantly for the King in his family; and that in his fermons he often inculcate¢ the 
obligations of loyalty. And as to the fermon, of which he was accufed, feveral 
witneffes, who heard it, and fome who wrote it in fbort-hand, depofed that he had 
ufed no fuch expreffions as thofe ohjected to him. He offered his own notes as a 
farther proof. The women could not Ihow by any circnmftance or witneffes, that 
they were at his meeting. And the expreffions, which they fwore againft him, 
were fo grofs, that no man in his fenfes could be fuppofed to employ them before a 
mixt audience. It was alfo urged, that it was next to impoffible for three women 
t9 remember fo long a period upon one fingle hearing, and to remember it fo exactly, 
as to agree to a tittk~ in their depofitions with regard to it. The prifoner offered to 
put the whole upon this i.ffue: He would pronounce, with his ufual tone of vDice, a 
period as long as that which they hac\ [worn to; and then let them try to repeat it, 
if they could. What was more; unaccountable, they had forgot even the text of 
his fermon; nor did they remember any llngle paffage, but the words, which they 
drpofed to. After fo flrong a defence, the fol!icitor-general thou6 ht not proper 
to m?,ke any reply : Even Jefferies went no farther than fome general declamations 

3. againft 
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againfl: conventicles and Prefbyterians: Yet fo violent were party-prejudices, that 
the jury gave a verdiCt againll the prifoner ; which however appeared fo palpably 
unjufl:, that it never was executed. 

THE duke of Monmouth had abfconded on the firft difcovery of the confpiracy,.. 
and the Court could get no intelligence of him At laft, Halifax, who began to 
apprehend the too great prevalence of the royal party, and who thought, that 
Monmouth's intereft would prove the beft counterbalanee to the Duke's, dif
covered his retreat, and prevailed with him to write two letters to the King, full 
of the tendereft and moft fubmiffive expreffiom. The King's fondnefs was revived ; 
a'nd he permitted Monmouth to come to court. He ev€n endeavoured to mediate a 
reconciliation between his fon and his brother ; and having promifed Monmouth, 
that his teftimony fuould never be employed againft any of his friends, he engaged 
him to give a full account of the plot. But in order to put the country party to filence,
he called next day an extraordinary council ; and inbrmed them that Monmouth· 
had fuowed great pe[}itenc~ for the fuare, which he had had in the late confpiracy, 
and had expre1Ted his refolutions never more to engage in fuch criminal enterprizes. 
He went fo far as to give orders, that a paragraph to the like purpofe fuoLJld be 
inferted in the Gazette. Monmouth kept filence 'till he had obtained his pardon 
in form : But finding, that, by taking this ftep, he was entirely_ difgraced with his
party, and that, even tho' he fuould not be produced in court as an evidence, his
teftimony, being fo publicly known, might have weight with juries, on any future 
trial, he refolved at all hazards to retrieve his honour. His emiifaries, therefore,. 
received orders to deny, that he had ever made any fuch confeffion as that afcribed~ 
to him; and the party cried aloud, that the whole was a fiCtion of the Court. The 
King, provoked at this conduct, banifhed Monmouth his pretence, and after
wards ordered him to depart the kingdom. 

THE Court were well aware, that the malecontents in England had held a corre
fpondence with thofe in Scotland ; and that Baillie of J ervifwood, a man of merit 
and learning, with two gentlemen of the name of Campbel, had come to Lon
don, under pretence of negoci~ting the fettlement of the Scots Prefbyterians in Ca
rolina, but really with a view to concert meafures with the Englifh confpirators. 
Baillie was fent prifoner to Edinburgh; and as no evidence appeared againft him,. 
the council required him to fwear, that he woLJld anfwer all que!lions, which 
fhoutd be propounded to h1m. Baillie rdufed to fubmit to fo iniquitous a condi
tion ; and a fine of fix thoufand pounds was impofed upon him. At !aft, two 
pedons, Spence and Car:llares, being put to the torture, gave evidence which in
volved the earl of 'l'arras and fame others, who, in order to fave th.tmfelves from 
attainder, were reduced to accufe Baillie. He was brought to trial ;_ and being in 

fo, 
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fo languitbing a condition from the cruel treatment, which he had met with in 
prifon, that it was feared he would not furvive that night, he was ordered to be 
executed the very afternoon, on which he received fentence, 

THE feverities, exercifed during this part of the prefent reign, were much con
trary to the ufual tenor of the King's conduct ; and tho' thofe who ftudied his 
charaCter more narrowly, have pronounced, that towards great offences he was 
rigid and inexorable, the nation were more inclined to afcribe every unjuft or hard 
meafure to the prevalence of the Duke's councils, into whofe hands the King had, 
from indolence, not from any opinion of his brother's fuperior capacity, refigned 
the reins of government. The Crown indeed gained great advantages from the de
tection of the confpiracy, and loft none by the rigorous execution of the confpira
tors : The horror entertained againft ti1e aifaffination-plot, which was commonly 
confounded with the defign of an infurrecrion, rendered the whole party unpopu.; 
lar, and reconciled the nation to the meafures of the Court,, The mofl: loyal ad
dreifes came from all parts of the kingdom ; and the doctrine of fubmiffion to the 
civil magifrrates, and even of an unlimited paffive obedience, became the reigning 
principle of the times. The univerfity of Oxford pa!fed a folemn decree, condemn
ing fome doctrines, which they denominated republican, but which indeed are, 
moft of them, the only tenets, on which liberty and a limited conftitution can be 
founded. The faction of the exclufionifl:s, lately fo numerous, powerful, and zea
lous, were at the King's feet ; and were as much fallen in their fpirit as in their cre
dit with the nation. Nothing, which had the leafl: appearance of oppo6tion t9 the 
Court, could be hearkened to by the public. : 

I 
I 

r 

THE King endeavoured to encreafe his prefent popularity by every art ; and 
knowing, that the fufpicion of popery was of all others the mofl: dangerous, he judg
ed it proper to marry his niece, the Lady Anne, to Prince George, brother to the 
King of Denmark. All the credit, however, and perfuafion of Hallifax, could not 
engage him to call a Parliament, or truft the nation with the election of a new re
prefentative. Tho' his revenues were extremely burthened, he chafe rather to 
ftruggle with the prefcnt difficulties, than try an experiment, which, by raifing 
afreili fo many difcontented humours, might prove dangerous to his repofe. The 
Duke likewiJe zealoufly obfl:ructed this propofal, and even engaged the King in 
meafures which could have no other tendency, than to render any accommodation 
with a Parliament altogether impracticable. vVillllmS, who bad been fpeaker 
during the two lafl: Parliaments, was profecuted for \varrants, iifued by him, in obe
dience to orders of the Haufe; A breach of privilege, which, it feemed not likely, 

any 
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any future Haufe of Commons would leave unpunifl1ed. Danby and the popifh Chap. VU. 
d h r f 1684. lords, who had fo long been confined to the Tower, an w o 1aw no profpett o 

a trial in Parliament, were admitted to bail : A meafure very juft in itfelf, but 
deemed a great encroachment on the privileges of that affembly. The Duke, con-
trary to Jaw, was reftored to the office of high admiral, without taking the tefc. 

HAD the leaft grain of jealoufy or emulation been mixed in the King's cha
raCter; had he been aB.uated by that concern for his people's or even for his own 
honour, which his high ftation demanded, he would have hazarded many domef
tic inconveniencies rather than allow France to domineer in fo haughty a manner 
as that which at prefent fhe affumed in every negotiation. The peace of Nimeguen, State of fo

impofed by the Dutch on their unwilling allies, had disjointed the whole confe- reign affairs-. 

deracy ; and all the powers, engaged in it, had difbanded their fupernumerary 
troops, which they found fuch difficulty to fubfift. Lewis alone ftill maintained 
a very powerful army, and by his preparations rendered himfelf every day more 
formidable. He now aCted as if he were the fole Sovereign in Europe, and as if all 
other Princes were foon to become his vaffals. Courts -or chambers were ereCted in 
Metz and Brif.1c, for re-uniting fuch territories as had ever been members of any 
part of his new conquefts. They made inquiry into titles buried in the mofl: re-
mote antiquity. They cited the neighbouring Princes to a.ppear before them, and 
iffued decrees, expelling them from the contefted territories. The important 

town of Strafbourg, an antient and a free ftate, was feized by Lewis : Aloft was 
demanded of the Sp:miards, on a moft frivolous, and even ridiculous pretence; and 
tlpon their refufal to yield it, Luxembourg was blockaded, and foon after taken. 
Genoa had been bombarded, becaufe the Genoefe had ftipulated to build fame 
gallies for the Spaniards; and in order to avoid a more fevere fate, that republic 
was obliged to yield to the moft mortifying conditions. The empire was infulted 
in its head and principal members ; and ufed no other expedient for redrefs, but 
impotent complaints and remonftrances. 

SPAIN was fo enraged at the infolent treatment which :fhe met with, that, with
out confidering her prefent weak condition, fhe declared war againft her haughty 
enemy : She hoped, that the other powers of Europe, fenfible of the common 
danger, would By to her affiftance. The Prince of Orange, whofe ruling pallions 
were the love of war and animofity againft France, fc-conded every where the appli
cations of the Spaniards. In the year 168 r, he ever. made a journey to En;;!and, 
in order to engage the King into clo!er meafures with the confederates. He alfo 
propofed to the States to make an augmentation of their forces; but feveral of the 
provinces, and even the town of Amfterdam,_ had been gained by the French, and 

the 
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the propofal was rejected. The Prince's enemies derived the moft plaufible reafons 
of their oppofition from the fituation of England, and the known and avowed at~ 
tachments of the Englifh Monarch. 

No fooner had Charles difmiifed his Parliaments, and embraced the refolution of 
governing by prerogative alone, than he dropped his n.~w alliance with Spain, and 
returned to his former dangerous conneCtions with Lewis. That Prince had even 
offered to make him arbirer of his differences with Spain; and this latter power, 
fenfible of Charles's partiality, had refufed to fubmit to fuch a difadvantageous 
propofal. Whether any money was now remitted to England, we do not certainly 
know: But we may fairly prefume, that the King's neceffities were in fome degree 
relieved by France. And tho' Charles had reafon to apprehend the utmoft danger 
from the great, and ftill encreafing, naval power of that kingdom, joined to the 
weak condition of the Engliib fleet, no confideration was able to rouze him from 
his prefent lethargy. 

IT is here we are to fix the point of the higheft exaltation, which the power of 
Lewis or that of any European Prince, fince the age of Charlemagne, had ever 
attained. The only Monarch, capable of oppofing his progrefs, was entirely en
gaged in his interefis ; and the Turks, invited by the malecontents of Hungary, 
were preparing to invade the Emperor, and to difable that Prince from ma~<.ing 
head againft the progrefs of the French power. Lewis may even be accufed of 
overfight, in not making fufficient advantage of fuch favourable oppor~1lnities, 
which he was never afterwards able to recall. But that Monarch, t~o' more 
governed by motives of ambition than by thofe of juftice or moder')tion, wa3 

frill more actuated by the fuggeftions of vanity. He contented himfelf ~ith infult
ing and domineering over all the Princes and free States of Europe ; and he there_ 
by provoked their refentment without fubduing their power. While every one, 
who approached his perfon, and behaved with fubmiffion to his authority, was 
treated with the higheil: politenefs ; all the neighbouring potentates had fucceffively 
felt the effects of his haughty imperious difpofition. And by indulging his poets, 
orators, and courtiers in their flatteries, and in their prognoftications of univerfal 
empire, he conveyed faller, than by the profpect of his power alone, the appre
henfion of a general conqueft and fubjecrion. 

THE French greatnefs, never, during his whole reign, infpired Charles with 
any apprehenfions; and Clifford, 'tis faid, one of his moft favoured minifters, 
went fo far as to affirm, that it were better for the King to be Viceroy under a great 
and generous Monarch) than a fiave to five hundred of his own infolent fubjeEts . 
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The ambition therefore and uncontrouled power of Lewis were no diminution of Chap. Vll. 
Charles's happinefs; and in other refpetl:s his condition feemed at prefent more eli- 168 5· 

gible than it had ever been fince his reftoration. A mighty faction, which had 
thook his throne, and menaced his family, was totally fubdued, and by their pre· 
cipitant indifcretion had expofed themfelves both to the rigour of the laws and to 
public hatred. He had recovered his former popularity in the nation ; and what 
probably pleafed him more than having a compliant Parliam~nt, he was enabled 
to govern altogether without one. But it is certain, that the King, amidft all 
thefe p~omifing circumftances, was not happy nor fatis6ed. Whether he found 
himfelf expofed to difficulties for want of money, or dreaded a recoil of the popu-
lar humour from the prefent arbitrary meafures, is uncertain. Perhaps the vio-
lent, imprudent temper of the Duke, by pulhing him upon dangerous attempts, 
gave him apprehenfion and uneafinefs. He was overheard to fay one day, in op-
poflng fome of the Duke's hafty councils, " Brother, I am too old to go again to 
my travels: You may, if you choofe it." Whatever was the caufe of the King'~ 
difTatisfatl:ion, it feems very probable, that he was meditating fome change of mea-
fures, and had formed a new plan of adrniniftration. He was determined, 'cis 
thought, to fend the Duke to Scotland, to recall Monmouth, to fummon a Par~ 

li.11nent, to difmifs all his unpopular rninifters, and to throw himfelf entirely on 
the goodwill and affeCtion of his fubjeCl:s. Amidft thefe truly wife and virtuous 
de.figns, he was feized with a fudden fit, which refembled an apoplexy ; and tho' 
he was recovered from it by bleeding, he langui!hed only for a few days, and then King's fick

expired, in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty-fifth of his reign. He was nefsanddeat!J._, 

fo happy in a good conftitution of body, and had ever been fo remarkably care- ~;~a~f ~e-
ful of his health, that his death ftruck as great a furprize into his fubjecrs, as if he Y 

had been in the flower of his youth. And their inexpreffible concern for him, 
owing to their affection for his perfon, as well as the dread of his fucceffor, very 
naturally, when joined to the critical time of his death, begot the fufpicionof poifon. 
All circumftances however confidered, this fufpicion muft be allowed to vani01 ; 
like many others, of which all hiftories are full. 

DuRING the few days of the King's illnefs, clergymen of the church of England 
attended him ; but he difcovered a total indifference towards their devotions and 
exhortations. Catholic priefts were brought, and he received the fJcramenr from 
them, accompanied with all the other rites of the Romiih chmch. Two papers 
were found in his clofet, wrote with his own hand, and containing arguments in 
favour of that communion. Tne Duke had the imprudence immediately to puhlirh 
tliefe papers; and thereby both confirmed all the reproaches of thofe who had been 
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Chap. VII. the greatefl: enemies to his brother's meafures, and afforded to the whole world1 a:. 
1685. fpecimen of his own bigotry. 

and ch:1.racter. IF we furvey the character of Charles the Second in the different lights, which 
it will admit of, it will appear very various, and give rife to different and even 
oppofite fentiments. \Vhen confidered as a companion, he appears the moft 
amiable and engaging of men ; and indeed, in this view, his deportment muft be 
allowed altogether unexceptionable. His- love of raillery was fo tempered with 
good breeding, that it was never offenfive: His propenfity to fatyre was fo 
checked with difcretion, that his friends never dreaded their becoming the object 
of it: His wit, to ufe the expreffion of one, who knew him well, and who was· 
himfelf an exquifite judge*, could not be faid fo much to be very refined or 
elevated, qualities apt to beget jealoufy and apprehenfion in company, as to be:· 
a plain, gaining, well~bred, recommending kind of wit. And tho' perhaps he 
talked more than ftrict rules of behaviour might permit, men were fo pleafed 
with the affable, communicative deportment of the Monarch, that they always 
went away contented both with him and with themfelves. This indeed is the 
moft fhining part of the King's character; and he feems to have been fenfible of 
it: For he was fond of dropping. the formality ef ftate,. and of relapfing every 
moment into the companion. 

IN the duties of private life, his conduct, tho' not free from exception, was, in 
the main, laudable. He was an eafy generous lover, a civil obliging hufband, a.· 
friendly brother, an indulgent father, and a good natured maftert. The voluntary 
friendfhips, however, which this-Prince contraCted, nay, even-his fenfe of gr~itude, 
were feeble; and he never attached himfelf to any of his minifters or courtiers with 
a very fincere affection. He believed them to have no other motive for ferving·him, 
but felf-intereft, and he was frill ready') in his turn, .to.facrifice them to prefent eafe 
or convenience •. 

WITH a detail of his private character, we muft fet bounds to our panegyric on· 
Charles. The other parts of his conduct may ad mit of fome apology, but can de
ferve fmali applaufe. He was indeed fo much fitted for private life, preferably to 
public, that he even .poffeffed order, frugality, reconomy in the former; was pro~ 
fufe, thoughtlefs, negligent~ in the latter. When we confider him as a Sovereign,. 
his character, tho' not altogether void of virtues, was in the main dangerous to his 
people, and difhonourable to himfelf. Negligent of the interefl:s of the nation,. 
carelefs of its glory, averfe to its religion, jealous of its liberty, lavifh of its trea .. -

•· Marquefs of Halifax •. t Duke of Buckinghamo 
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fure, fparing only of its blood ; he expofed it by his meafures, tho' he appeared 

ever but in fport~ to the dangers of a furious ci vii war, ~nd even to the ruin .and 
ignominy of a foreign conqueft. Yet may all thefe enormities, if fairly and can
didly examined, be imputed, in a great meafure, to the indolence of his temper; 
a fault, which, however unfortunate in a Monarch, it is impoffible for us to re
gard with great feverity. 

IT has been remarked of this King, that he never faid a foolifh thing, nor ever 
did a wife one: A cenfure, which, tho' too far carried, feems to have fome foun
<:lation in his charaCter a-nd deportment. 

IF we reflect on the appetite for power, inherent in human nature, and add to it., 
the King's education in foreign countries, and among the Cavaliers, a party which 
would naturally exaggerate the late ufurpations of popular aifemblies upon the 
rights of Monarchy ; it is not furprifing, that civil liberty fhould not find in him 
a very zealous patron. Haraffed with domefi:ic faCtions, weary of calumnies and 
complaints, oppreffed with debts, firaitened in his revenue, he fought, tho' with 
feeble efforts, for a form of government, more fimple in its firutl:ure and more eafy 
m 1ts management. But his attachment to F ranee, after all the pains which we 
have taken, by enquiry and conjeCture, to fathom it, contains frill fomething, it 
muft be confeffed, myfi:erious and inexplicable. The hopes of rendering himfelf 
abfolute by Lewis's affifi:ance feem fo chimerical, that they could fcarce be retainw 
ed with fuch obfi:inacy by a Prince of Charles's penetration: And as to pecuniary 
fubfidies, he furely fpent much greater fums in one feafon, during the fecond Dutch 
war, than were remitted from France during the courfe of his whole reign. I am 
apt therefore to imagine, that Charles was in this particu Jar guided chiefly by in.cli
nation, and by a prepoffeffion in favour of the French nation. He confidered 
that people as gay, fprightly, polite, elegant, courteous, devoted to their Prince, 
and attached to the catholic faith; and for thefe reafons he cordially loved them. 
The oppofite charaCter of the Dutch had rendered them the objeCts of his aver
fion ; and even the uncourtly humours of the Engli!h made him very indifferent 
towards them. Mens notions of intereft are much warped by their affections; 
and it is not altogether without example, that a man may be guided by national 
prejudices, who has ever been little biaffed by private and perfonal friendfhip. 

THE character of this Prince has been very elaborately drawn by two great 
mafrers, perfeCtly wel1 acquainted with him, the duke of Buckingham and the 
marquefs of Halifax; not to mention feveral elegant {l:rokes given by Sir \Villiam 
Temple. Dr. Welwood likewife and bifi10p Burnet have employed their pencil en 
the fame fubjetl:: But the former is fomewhat partial in his favour; as the latter 

B b b 2 lS 

Caap. VIlo 
16ss. 



Chap. vrr . 
.leSs. 

372 H 1ST 0 R Y oF GREAT BRIT A IN. 

is by far too harih and malignant. Inftead of finding an exaCt parallel between 
Charles the Second and the Emperor Tiberius, as that prelate pretends, it would 
be more juft to remark a full contrail: and oppofition. The Emperor feems as 
much to have furpa:ffed the King in abilities, as he falls 1hort of him in virtue. 
Provident, wife, active, jealous, malignant, dark, fullen, unfociable, referved~ 
cruel, unrelenting, unforgiving; thefe are the lights, under which the Roman 
tyrant has been tranfmitted to us. And the only circumftance, in which it can 
juftly be pretended, he was fimilar to Charles., is his love of women; a paffion, 
which is too general to form any ftriking refemblance, and which that deteftable 
and detefted mopfter 1hared alfo with unnatural appetites. 

THE 
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Kz'ng'sfir:fl tranfaC!ions.-A Parlz'ament.-Argumentsfir and agai'!ft 
a revenue for life.-Oates conviCfed qf perjury.-Monmouth's in
vajion.-His difeat--and execution.-Cruelties qf Kirke
and ifJefferies.-State if affairs in Scotland.-Argyle's in'ilajion~ 
-difeat,--and exccution.-A Parliament.-French perfecu
tions.-The dijpen)ing power.-State of Ireland.--Breach be
tween the King and the church.-Court of eccld£a.flical commijjion. 
-Sentence againfl the bijhop if London.-Szifpenjion qf the penal 
laws.-State of Ireland.--Embajjy to Rome.-Attempt upon 
Magdalen College.-Imprifonment, -trial,-and acquital of the 
Bijhops.-Birth if the Prince of Wales. 

T HE firfl: act of James"s reign was to affemble the privy council; where,_ 168~. 
after fome prailes beftowed on the memory of his predeceifor, he made Kin9's"~rfli 

tranJa~.,lons,. 

profeffions of his refo1ution to maintain the eftablifhed government, both in chm'Ch 
and ftate. Tho' he had been reported, he faid, to have imbibed very arbitrary 
principles, he knew that the laws of England were fufficient to make him as great 
a Monarch as he could wiJb; and he was determined never to depart from them, 
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And as he had heretofore ventured his life in defence of the nation, he would flii1 
go as far as any man in maintaining all its juft rights and liberties. 

TI:trs difcourfe was received with great applaufe, not only by the counciJ, but 
by the whole nation. The King univerfally paffed for a man of great .lincerity and 
great honour ; and as the current of favour ran at that time for the Court, men be
lieved, that his intentions were conformable to his expreffions. " We have now," 
it was faiJ, " the word of a King; and a word never yet broken." Addrelfes 
came from all quarters, full of duty, nay, of the moft fervile adulation. Every one 
h.aftened to pay court co the new Monarch* : And James had reafon to think, 
that, notwithftanding the violent efforts made by fo potent a party for his exclu
!ion, no throne in Europe was better eftabli.ilied than that of England. 

THE King, however, in the firft exercife of his authority, !hewed, that either 
he was not fincere in his profeffions of attachment to the laws, or that he had en. 
tertained fo lofty an idea of his own legal power, that even his utmoft fincerity 
would tend very little to fecure the liberties of the people. All the cufioms and 
the greater part of the excife had been voted by Parliament during the late· 
King's life, and confequently the gr.ant was now expired; nor had the fucceffor 
any right to levy thefe branches of revenue. But James iffued a proclamation, or
dering the cuftoms and excife to be paid as before ; aAd this exertion of power he 
would not de.ign to qualify by the leaft act or even appearance of condefcenfion. It 
was propofed to him, that, in order to prevent the ill effects of any intermiffion in 
levying thefe duties, entries fhould be made, and bonds for the fums taken of t;tl.e 
merchants ; but the payment be fufpended till the Parliament fhould give authority 
to receive it. This precaution was recommended as an expreffion of deference to 
that affembly, or rather to the Jaws : But for that very reafon, probably, it was re
jected by the King, who thought, that the Commons would thence be invited to 
affume more authority, and would regard the whole revenue, and confequently the 
whole power of the Crown, as dependant on their ~ood will and pleafure. 

THE King likewife went openly, and with all the en!lgns of his dignity, to mafs, 
an illegal meeting: And by this imprudence he difplayed at once his arbitrary dif
pofition, and the bigotry of his principles : Thefe two great characteriftics of his 
reign, and bane of his adminifrration. He even fent Caryl, as his agent to Rome, 
to make fubmiffions to the Pope, and to pave the way for a folemn re-admiffion of 

"' The ~akers' adJrefs was efteemed fomewhat fingular. It was conceived in thefe terms. "We 
•' are come to tefiify our forrow for the death of our good friend Charles, and our joy for thy being 
.t' made our governor. Weare told thou art not of the perfualion of the church of England, no more 
" than we : Wherefore we hope thou wilt grant us the fame liberty, which thou al\owefi thyfelf. 
1• Which doing, we wiJh thee all manner of happinefs." 

England 
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England into the bofom of the catholic church. The Pope, Innocent the Xlth, 
very prudently advifed the King not to be too precipitant in his meafures, nor 
rafhly attempt what repeated experience might convince him was abfolutely im
practicable. The Spanifh ambaffador, Ronquillo, deeming the tranquillity of Eng
land very requifite for the fupport of Spain, ufed the freedom to make like remon
ftrances. He ob(erved how bufy the priefts appeared at court, and advifed the 
King not to affent with too great facility to their dangerous councils. " Is it not 
" the cuftom of Spain," replied James, " for the King to confult with his con
" feffor ? '' " Yes," faid the ambaffador, " and 'tis for that very reafon our 
" affairs fucceed fo ill." 

JAMES gave hopes on his acceffion, that he would hold the balance of power 
more fteadily than his predeceffor; and that France, inftead of rendering England 
fubfervient to her ambitious projects, would now meet with ftrong oppofition from 
that Kingdom. Befides applying himfelf to bufinefs with great induil:ry, he feemed 
jealous of national honour, and expreffed great care, that no more refpeEt fhould be 
payed the French ambaffador than his own received at Paris. But thefe appearances· 
were not fufficiently fupported ; and he found himfelf by degrees under the necef
fity of falling into an union, at leafi: of preferving peace, with that great Monarch, 
who, by his power as well as his zeal, feemed alone capable of affiiling him, in the 
projects formed for promoting the catholic religion in England. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the King's prejudices, all the chief offices of the Crown 
continued fiill in the hands of Proteftants. Rochefter was lord high treafurer ; 
his brother Clarendon lord chamberlain; Godolphin chamberlain to the ~een ; 
Sunderland fecretary of ftate ; Halifax prefident of the council. This nobleman 
had ftood in oppofition to the King during the lail: years of Charles's reign ; and 
when he attempted, on the acceffion, to make fame apology for his late meafures, 
James very genteely told him, that he would forget every- thing that was paft, ex. 
cept his behaviour during the exclufion bill. In other re.fpeCl.s, however, the King 
appeared not of fo forgiving a temper.. When the principal exdufionifls came to 
pay their refpects to their new Sovereign, they either were not admitted, or were 
received very coldly, fometirnes even with frowns. This conduct might fuit the 
character, which the King fo much affected, of fincerity : But by fhowing, that a. 
King of England could refent the quarrels of a duke of Yorke,. he gave his people 
no high idea either of his lenity or magnanimity. 

ON all occafions, the King was very free in declaring, that men muft now look. 
for a more active and more vigilant government, and that he would retain no mi

nifters, who did not practife an unreferved obedience to his commands. \Ve are 
not indeed to look for the fprings.of his adminiftration fo much in his council and 
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Chap. I. chief officers of fiate; as in his own temper, and in the character of thofe perfons 
1685· with whom he fecretly confulted. The ~1een had great influence over him; a 

woman of fpirit, whofe conduct had been very popular, tillfhe arrived at that high 
dignity. She was much governed by the priefis, efpecially the jefuits ; and as thefe 
were alfo the King's favourite~, all public meafures were taken originally from the 
fuggefiions of thefe men, and bore evident marks of their ignorance in government, 
and of the violence of their religious zeal. 

THE King however had another attachment, feemingly not very confifient with 
this devoted regard to his ~een and to his priefis: It was to Mrs. Sedley, whom 
he foon after created countefs of Dorchefl:er, and who expected to govern him 
with the fame authority, which the dutchefs of Portfmouth had poffeffed during 
the former reign. But the King, who had entertained the ambition of converting 
his people, was told, that the regularity of his life ought to correfpond to the 
fanCl::ity of his intentions ; and he was prevailed with, at firfr, to remove Mrs. 
Sedley from Court: A refolution in which he had not the courage to perfevere· 
Good agreement between the mifl:refs and the confeifor of Princes is not commonly 
a difficult matter to compafs : But in the prefent cafe thele two potent engines of 
command were found very incompatible. Mrs. Sedley, who poffdfed all the wit 
and ingenuity of her fc1ther, Sir Charles, made the priefl:s and their councils the 
perpetual objects of her raillery; and it is not to be doubted, but they, on their 
part, redoubled their exhortations with their penitent to break off fo criminal an ., 
attachment. 

HowEVER little inclination the King, as well as his ~een and priell:s/ might 
bear to an Engliih Parliament, it was abfolutely neceifary, at the beginning of a 
reign, to fummon that affembly. The low condition, into which the Whigs or 
country party had fallen during the laft years of Charles's reign, the odium under 
which they laboured on account of the Rye-houfe confpiracy; thefe caufes made 
that party meet with little fuccefs in the new elections. The generai refignation 
too of the charters had made the corporations extremely dependant ; and the re
commendations of the Court, tho' little affifl:ed, at that time, by pecuniary in-

A Parliament. fluence, were become very prevalent. The new Haufe of Commons therefore 
confifi:ed almofr entirely of zealous Tories and churchmen ; and were of con
fequence firongly biaffed, by their affections, to comply with the meafures of the 
Crown. 

THE difcourfe, which the King made to the Parliament, was more fitted to work 

19th of May. on their fears than their affections. He repe..1ted indeed, and wirh great folemnity, 
the promife which he had made before the privy council, of governing according 
to_ the laws, and of preferving the efrabli!hed religion : But at the fame time he 
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told them, that he pofitively expetl:ed they would fettle his revenue, and during c., ; 
!68; life too, as in the time of his brother. " I might ufe many arguments,'' faid he, 

" to enforce this demand; the benefit of trade, the fupport of the navy, the ne-
" ceffities of the Crown, and the well-being of the government itfelf, which I muft 
" not fuffer to be precarious : But I am confident, that your own confideration 
" and your fenfe of what is juft and reafonable will fuggeft to you whatever on 
" this occafion might be enlarged upon. There is indeed one popular argument," 
added he, " which may be urged againft compliance with my demand : Men 
" may think, that by feeding me from time to time with fuch fupplies as they 
" think convenient, they will better fecure frequent meetings of Parliament : But 
'' as this is the firft time I fpeak to you from the throne, I muft plainly tell you, 
" that fuch an expedient would be very improper to employ with me, and that 
" the beft way to engage me to meet you often is always to ufe me well." 

IT was eafy to interpret this language of the King. He plainly intimated• 
that he had refources in his prerogative for fupporting the government, indepen
dent of their fupplies ; and that fo long as they complied with his demands, he 
would have recourfe to them; but that any ill ufage on their part would fet him 
free from thofe meafures of government, which he feemed to regard more as 
voluntary than as neceffary. It muft be confeffed, that no Parliament in England 
was ever placed in a more critical fituation, nor where more forcible arguments 
could be urged, either for their oppofition or compliance with the Court. 

IT was faid on the one hand, that jealoufy of royal power was the very bafis of Reafons for 

the Englifh conftitution, and the principle to which the nation was beholden for all and agaidnfl: ~ 
revenue ur-

that liberty, which they enjoy above the fubjeB:s of other monarchies. That this ing life. 

jealoufy, tho', at different periods, it may be more or lefs intenfe, can never fafely 
be laid aileep, even under the beft and wifeft Princes. That the charatl:er of the 
prefent Sovereign afforded caufe for the highefl: vigilance, by reafon of the arbi-
trary principles, which he had imbibed; and frill more, by reafonofhis religious zeal, 
which it is impoffible for him ever to gratify, without aiiuming more authority than 
the conftitution allows him. That power is to be watched in its very firft encro'ich
ments; nor is any thing ever gained by timidity and fubmiffion. That every con-
ceffion adds new force to ufurpation ; and at the fame time, by difcovering the 
daftardly difpofitions of the people, infpires it with new courage and enterprize. 
That as arms were intrufted altogether in the hands of the Prince, no check re
mained upon him but the dependant condition of his revenue ; a fecurity therefore 
which it would beth~ moft egregious folly to abandon. That all the other barriers, 
which, of late years, had been ereCted againft arbitrary power, would be found, 
without this capital article to be rather pernicious and deftruB:ive. Th~t new 
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Char. I. limitcttion:; in the confiitution fiimulated the monarch's inclination to furmount the 
1685· laws, and rquired frequent meetings of Parliament, in order to repair all the 

breaches, which either time or violence may have made upon that complicated 
fabric. That recent experience, during the reign of the late King, a Prince who 
\vanted neither prudence nor moderation, had fufficiently proved the folidity of 
all thefe maxims. That his Parliament, hav~ng rafhly fixed his revenue for life, 
and at the fame time repealed the triennial bill, found that they themfelves were 
no longer of importance, and that liberty, not proteCted by na6onal aifemblies, 
was expofed to every outrage and violation. And that the more openly the 
King made an unreafonable demand, the more obftinately ought it to be refufed; 
fince it is evident, that his purpofe in making it cannot poffibly be jufl:ifiable. 

ON the other hand it was urged, that the rule of watching the very firft en
noachments of power could only have plaee, where the oppofition to it might be 
regular, peaceful and legal. That tho' the refufal of the King's prefent demand 
might feem to be of this nature, yet in reality it involved confequences, which 
led much farther than at firfl: fight might be apprehended. That the King in his 
fpeech had plainly intimated, that he had refources in his prerogative, which, in 
cafe of oppofition from Parliament, he thought himfelf fully intitled to employ. 
That if the Parliament openly difcovered an intention of reducing him to depen
dance, matters mufl: prefently be brought to a crifis, at a time the moil: favourable 
to his caufe, which his moil: fanguine willies could ever have promifed him. That 
if we cafl: our eyes abroad, to the ftate of affairs on the continent, to the fituation 
of Scotland and I~eland; or, what is of.more importance, if we confider the d)fpo
fition of mens mmds at home, every c1rcumftance would be found adverfe lo the 
caufe of liberty. That the country party, during the .late reign, by their violent, 
and in many refpeB:s unjuftifiable meafures in Parliament, by their defperate at
tempts out of Parliament, had expofed their principles to public hatred, and had 
excited extreme jealoufy in all the Royallfis and zealous churchmen, who now 
formed the bulk of the nation. That it would not be acceptable to that party to 
fee this King worfe treated than his brother in point of revenue, or any attempts 
made to keep the Crown in dependance. That they thought Parliaments as lia
ble to abufe as Monarchy, and defired nQC to fee things in a fituation, where the 
King could not, if he found it requifite, either prorogue or diffolve them. That 
if the prefent Parliament, by making great conceffions, could gain the King's 
confidence, and engage him to obferve the promifes now given them, every thing 
would by gentle methods L1cceed to their willies. That if, on the contrary, afrer 
fuch in(bnces of compliance, he formed any defign on the liberties and religion of 
the nation,- he would in the eyes of all mankind render himfelf entirely inexcufable, 
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and the whole people would join in oppofition to him. That refiftance could fcarce Chap. I. 
be attempted twice ; and there was therefore the greater neceffity of waiting till 1685· 

time and incidents had prepared the minds of the nation for it. That the King's 
prejudices in favour of popery, tho' in the main pernicious, yet were fo far for-
tunate, that they rendered the connexion infeparable between the national religion 
and nati:onalliberty. And that if any illegal attempts were afterwards made, the 
church, which was at prefent the chief fecurity of the Crown, would furely catch 
the alarm, and would foon difpofe the people to an effeB:ual refiftance. 

THESE laft reafons, fortified by the prejudices and affeB:ions of party, pre
vailed in Parliament; and the Commons, befides thanks for the King's fpeech, 
voted unanimoufiy, that they would fettle on the prefent King during life all the 
revenue enjoyed by the late King at the time of his deceafe. That they might not 
detraCt: from this generofity by any fymptoms of diftruft, they alfo voted unani
moufiy, that the Haufe entirely relied on his Majefty's royal word and repeated 
declarations to fupport the religion of the church of England : But they addeds 
that that religion was dearer to them than their lives. The fpeaker, in prefenting 
the revenue-bill, took care to inform the King of the Common's vote with regard 
to religion ; but could not, ,by-fo fignal a proof of confidence, extort from him 
one word, in favour of that religion, on which, he told his Majefty, they fet fo 
high a value. Notwithftanding the grounds of fufpicion, which this filence 
afforded, the Haufe continued in the fame liberal difpofition. The King having 
demanded a farther fupply for the navy and other purpofes, they .revived thofe 
duties on wines and vine~, which had been once enjoyed by the late King; and 
they added fame impoGtions on tobacco and fugar. This grant amounted on the 
whole to about fix hundred thoufand pounds a year. 

THE Houfe of Lords were in a humour no lefs compliant. They even went 
fame lengths towards breaking in pieces ali the remains of the popifh plot ; that 
once formidable engine of bigotry and faB:ion. 

A LITTLE before the meeting of Parliament, Oates had been tried for perJ"ury 0 ·· ates con-
on two indiB:ments. One for [wearing, that he was prefent at a confult of jefuits in vicred of per-

London the twenty-fourth of April, I 679; another for fwearing, that father Ire- jury. 

land was in London between the eightff and twelfth of Auguft, and on the beginning 
of September in the fame year. Never criminal was conviCted on fuller and more 
undoubted evidence. Two and twenty perfons, who had been ftudents at St. 
Omers, moft of them men of credit and family, gave evidence, that Oates had 
enrered into that feminary about Chriftmas in the preceding year, and had never 
been abfent but one night, till the month of July following. Forty-feven wit-
ne!fes, perfons alfo of untainted character, fwore that father Ireland, on the third 
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of Augufr, had gone to Staffordfhire, where he refided till the middle of Sep.; 
tember ; and, what fome years before would have been regarded as a very rna. 
terial circumftance, nine of thefe wirneifes were Proteftants of the church of 
England. Oates's fentence was to be fined a thoufand marks on each indiCtment, 
to be whipped on two different days from Aldgate to Newgate, and from New· 
gate to Tyburn, to be imprifoned during life, and to be pilloried five times every 
year. The impudence of the man fupported itfelf under the conviCtion, and his 

courage under the punifhment. He made folemn appeals to Heaven, and protefta
tions of the veracity of his teftimony : Tho' the whipping was fo cruel, that it 
was evidently the intention of the Court to put him to, death by that punifhment;, 
he was enabled, by the care of his friends, to recover: And he lived to King WB· 

·liam's reign; when he had a penfion of four hundred pounds a year fettled on 
him. A confiderable number frill adhered to him in his diftreffes, and regarded 
him as the martyr of the. proteftant caufe. The populace were affected with the 
fight of a punifhment, more fevere th.m is commonly exercifed in England. And 
the fentence of perpetual imprifonment was deemed illegal. 

THE conviction of Oates's perjury was taken notice of by the Houfe of Peers-. 
Befides freeing the popifh lords, Powis, Arundel, Bellafis, and Tyrone, together· 
with Danby, from the former impeachment by the Commons, they went fo far as 
to vote a reverfal of Stafford's attainder, on account of the falfhood of that evi
dence, on which he had been condemned. This hill fixed fo deep a ftain on the 
former proceedings of the exclufionifts, that it met with great oppofition among. 
the Lords; and it was at laft, after one reading, dropped by the Commons.

1 
Tho'' 

the reparation of injuftice be the fecond honour, which a nation can 21ttain ; the 
prefent emergence feemed very improper for granting fo full a juftificatioh of the 
catholics, and throwing fo fignal an imputation on the Proteftants. 

THE courfe of parliamentary proceedings was. interrupted by the news of Mon>
mouth's arrival on the weft coaft with three fhips from Holland. No fooner was 
this inteHigence conveyed to the Pariiament, than they voted, that they would' 
adhere to his Majefty with their lives and fortunes. They palfed a bill of attainder 
againft Monmouth: And they granted a fupply of four hundred thoufand pounds 
for fuppreffing this rebellion. After having thus ftrengthened the hat1ds of the 
King they adjourned themfelves. · 

MoNMOUTH, when ordered to depart the kingdom, during the late reign, had 
retired to Holland ; and as it was well known, that he was frill much favoured by 
his indulgent father, all marks of honour and diftinCl:ion were befrowed upon him 
by the Prince of Orange. After the acceffion of James, the Prince thought 
proper to difmifs Monmouth and all his followers;.. and that illuftrious fugitive 
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retired to Bruffels. Finding himfelf frill purfued by the King's feverity, he was Chap. I. 

pufhed, contrary to his judgment as well as inclination, to make a very raih and 168 5'· 
premature attempt upon England. He faw that the King had lately mounted the 
Throne, not only without oppofition, but feemingly with the good will and af. 
fetl:ions of his fubjetl:s. A Parliament was fitting, which difcovered the greateft 
difpofition to comply with the Court, and whofe adherence to the Crown, he 
knew,. would give a fancl:ion and authority to all public meafures. The grievances 
of this reign were hitherto inconfiderable; and the people were not as yet in a dif-
pofition to remark them with great feveTity. All thefe confiderations occurred' to 
Monmouth ; but fuch was the impatience of his followers, fuch the precipitate 
humour of Argyle, who fet out for Scotland a little before him, that no reafom;. 
could be attended to ; and this unhappy man was drove upon his fate. 

THE imprudence, however, of this enterprize did not at firft appear. Tho' on nth ofJune.' 
his landing at Lime in Dorfetfhire, he had fcarce a hundred followers; fo popular 
was his name, that in four days he had affembled above two thoufand horfe and 
foot. They were indeed, almoft.all of them, the low eft of the people; and his de-
claration was chiefly calculated to fuit the prejudices of the vulgar, or the moft 
bigotted of the whig-party. He called the King, Duke of York; and denomi.:. 
nated him a traitor, a tyrant,. a murderer, a popifh ufurper. He imputed to him 
the fire of London, the murder of Godfrey and of E:ffex, nay the poifoning the late 
King. And he invited all the people to join in oppofition tohis tyranny. 

THE duke-of Albemarle, fon to him who had reftored the Royal Family, fum
maned together the militia of Devonfhire to the number of 4000 men, and took 
poft at Axminfler, in order to oppofe the rebels; but obferving, that. his troops 
bore a great affection to Monmouth, he thought proper to retire. Monmouth,. 
tho' he had formerly given many fignal proofs of perfonal courage, had not the vi
gour of mind requifite for an undertaking of this nature. From a~ ill-grounded 
diffidence of his men, he negleCted to attack Albemarle; an eafy enterprize, by 
which he might both have acquired credit and fupplied himfelf with arms. Lord; 
Gray, who commanded his horfe, difcovered himfelf to be a notorious coward ; yet: 
fuch was the foftnefs of Monmouth's nature, that Gray was frill continued in his, 
command. Fletcher of Salton, a Scotfman, a perfon of fignal probity and fiAe ge; _ 
nius, had been engaged by his republican principles in this enterprize, and com-
manded the cavalry together with Gray : But being infulted by one, who had newly. 
joined the army, and whofe horfe he had in a hurry made ufe of, he was prompted; 
by paffion, to which he was much fubjetl:, to difcharge a piftol.at the man ; and · 
he killed him-on the fpot. This accident obliged him immediately to leave the-

€amp~~: 
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camp ; and the lofs of fo gallant an officer was ~, great prejudice to Monmouth's 
enterprize. 

THE next ftation of the rebels was Taunton, a very difaffected town, which 
gladly and even fondly received them, and reinforced them with confiderable 
numbers. Twenty young maids of fome rank prefented Monmouth with a pair 
of colours of their handiwork, together with a copy of the bible. Monmouth was 
here perfuaded to take upon him the title of King, and aifert the legitimacy of his 
birth; a claim, which he advanced in his firft declaration, but whofe difcuffion he 
was determined, he then faid, during fome time to poftpone. His numbers had 
now increafed to fix thoufand men; and he was obliged every day, for want of 
arms, to difmifs a great many, who crouded to his ftandard. He entered Bridge
water, Wells, Frome; and was proclaimed in all thefe places: But forgetting, 
that fuch defperate enterprizes can only be rendered fuccefsful by the moft adven
turous courage, he allowed the expectations of the people to languifh, without at
tempting any confiderable undertaking. 

WHILE Monmouth, by his imprudent and ill-timed caution, was thus wafting 
time in the weft, the King employed himfelf in making preparations to oppofe him. 
Six regiments of Britifh troops were called over from Holland : The army was 
confiderably augmented : And regular forces, to the number of 3000 men, were 
difpatched under the command of Feverfham and Churchill, in order to check 
the progrefs of the rebels. 

MoNMOUTH, obferving that no confiderable men joined hi!ll, finding that an 
infurrection which was projected in the city had not taken place, hearing that Argyle, 
his confederate, was already defeated and taken; funk into fuch defpondency, 1that 
he had once refolved to withdraw himfelf, and leave his unhappy followers to1their 
fate. His followers expreifed more courage than their leader, and feemed deter
mined to adhere to him in every fortune. The negligent difpofition made by Fe
veriham, invited Monmouth to attack the King's army at Sedgemoor near Bridge
water; and his men in this action fhowed what a native courage and a prin
ciple of duty, even when unaffifted by difcipline, is able to perform. They made 
great impreffion on the veteran forces; drove them from their ground; continued 
the fight till their ammunition failed them; and would at !aft have obtained a vic
tory, had not the mifconduct of Monmouth and the cowardice of Gray prevented 
it. After a conteft of three hours, the rebels gave way; and were followed with 
great flaughter. About I soo fell in the battle and purfuit. And thus was con· 
eluded in a few weeks this enterprize, rafhly undertaken, and feebly con
ducted. 

MoNMOuTH 
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MoNMOUTH fled from the field of battle above twenty miles, till his horfe funk Chap. 
under him. He then changed cloaths with a peafant, in order to conceal himfelf. 1685. 
The peafant was found by the purfuers, who now redoubled the diligence of their 
fearch. At taft, the unhappy Monmouth was difcovered, lying in the bottom of 
a ditch, and covered with fern : His body depreffed with fatigue and hunger;. 
his mind by the memory of paft misfortunes, by the profpett of future difafters.· 
Huni_::m nature is unequal to fuch calamitous fituations ; much more, the temper 
of a man, foftened by early profperity, and accuftomed to value himfelf chiefly on 
military bravery. He burfi into tears, when feized by his enemies ; and he feemed 
ftill to indulge the fond hope and defire of life. Tho' he might have known, 
from the greatnefs ofhis own offences, and the feverity of James's temper, that 
no mercy could be expetl:ed, he wrote him the moft fubmiffive letters, and con-
jured him to fpare the blood of a brother, who had ever been fo ftrongly attached to 
his interefts. James, finding fuch fymptoms of depreffion and defpondency in the 
unhappy prifoner, admitted him to his prefence, in hopes of extorting a difcovery 
of his accomplices: But Monmouth would not purchafe life, however loved, at 
the price of fo much infamy. Finding all efforts vain, he affumed courage from 
defpair, and prepared himfelf for death, with a fpirit, better fuited to his rank and 
charatl:er. This favourite of the people was attended to the fcaffold with a plen-
tiful effufion of, tears. He wa-rned the executioner not to fall into the error, and executed,., 
which he had committed in beheading Ruffel, where it had been neceffary to 15th of July. 

redouble the blow. This precaution ferved only to difmay the executioner. He 
fl:ruck a feeble blow on Monmouth, who raifed his head from the block, and 
looked him in the face, as if reproaching him for his failure. He gently laid 
down his head a fecond time ; and the executioner ftruck him again and agaih to 
no purpofe. He at lafc threw afide the axe, and cried out that he was incapable 
of fini1hing the bloody office. The fheriff obliged him to renew the attempt. : 
and at two blows. more the head was fevered from the body. 

THus perilhed in the thirty-fixth year of his age a nobleman, who, in Iefs tur
bulent times, was well qualified to be an ornament to the Court, even to be fer
viceable to his country. The favour ofhis Prince, the careffes offatl:ion, the allure
ments of popularity, feduced him into enterprizes, which exceeded his capacity .. 
The good will of the people frill followed him in every fortune. Even after his 
execudon, their fond credulity flattered them with hopes of feeing him once more 
at their head. They believed, that the perfon executed was not Monmouth, but 
one, who, having the fortune to refemble him nearly, was willing to give this 
proof his extreme attachment, and to fuffer death in his ftead. 

Tars 
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Chap. r. THis vitl-ory, obtained by the King in the commencement of his reign, would 
~.685. naturally, had it been prudently managed, have tended much to encreafe his 

power and authority. But by reafon of the cruelty, with which it was profecuted, 
and of the temerity, which it afterwards occafioned, it was a principal caufe of 
his fudden ruin and downfal. 

Sue H arbitrary principles had the Court in frilled into all its fervants, that Fe
verfham, immediately after the victory, hanged up above twenty prifoners; and 
was proceeding in his executions, when the bifhop of Bath and Wells warned 
him, that thefe unhappy men were now by law entitled to a trial, and that their 
execution would be deemed a real murder. This remonftrance however did 

Cruelty of co- not. ftop the favage nature of colonel Kirke, a foldier of fortune, who had long 
lone! Kirke. ferved at Tangiers, and had contracted, from his habitudes with the Moors, 

an inhumanity lefs known in European and in free countries. At his firft entry 
into Bridgewater, he hanged nineteen without the leaft enquiry into the merits 
of their caufe. As if to make fport with death, he ordered a certain number to 
be executed, while he and his coinpany ihould drink to the King's health, or to 
the queen's, or to judge Jefferies's. Obferving their feet to fhake in the agonies 
of death, he cried that he would give them mufic to their dancing ; and he 
immediately commanded the drums to beat and the trumpets to found. By way 
of experiment, he ordered one man to be hung up three times, queftioning 
him at every interval, whether he repented of his crime: But the man obftinately 
afferting, that, notwithftanding all the paft, he would frill willingly engage in the 
fame caufe, Kirke ordered him to be hung in chains. One ftory, commonly told 
of him, is memorable for the treachery, as w.el1 as barbarity, which attended it. A 
young maid pleaded for the life of her brother, and flung herfelf at Kirke's feet arm
ed with all the charms, which beauty and innocence, bathed in tears, could beftow 
upon her. The tyrant was inflamed with defire, not foftened into love or clemency. 
lie promifed to grant her requeft, provided that fhe, in her turn, would be equally 
compliant to him. The maid yielded to the condition's: But after ihe had paffed 
the night with him, the wanton favage, next morning, ihowed her from the window 
her brother, the darling object for whom ihe had facrificed her virtue, hanged on a 
gibbet, which he had fecretly ordered to be there ereCted for his execution. Rage and 
defpair and indignation took poffellion of her mind, and deprived her for ever of 
her fenfes. All the inhabitants of that country, innocent as well as guilty, were 
expofed to the ravages of this barbarian. The foldiery were let loofe to live on free 
quarter; and his own regiment, inftructed by his example, and encouraged by his 
.exhortations, diftinguifhed themfel ves in a more particular manner by their outrages: 

By 
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By way of pleafantry, he ufed to denominate them his lambs~ an appellation, which 
was long remembered with horror in the weft of England. 

THE cruel Jefferies fucceeded after fame interval; and .fhowed the people, that 
the rigours of the law might equal, if not exceed, the ravages of military tyranny. 
This man, who wantoned in cruelty, had already given a fpecimen of his charac
ter in many trials, where he had prefided; and he now fet out with a favage joy, 
as to a full harveft of death and deftruB:ion. He began at Dorchefter; and thirty 
.rebels being arraigned, he exhorted them, but in vain, to fave him, by their free 
confeffion, the trouble of trying them: And when twenty-nine were found guilty~ 
he ordered them, as an additional pun1lhment of their difobedience, to be led to 
immediate execution. Moft of the other prifoners, terrified with this example, 
pleaded guilty; and no lefs than two hundred and ninety-two received fentence at 
Dorchefter. Of thefe eighty were executed~ Exeter was the next ftage of his 
cruelty : Two hundred and forty-three were there tried, of whom a great number 
were condemned and executed. He alfo opened his commiffion at Taunton and 
Wells; and every where carried terror and aftoniihment along with him. The juries 
were fo ftruck with his menaces, that they gave their verdiB: with precipitation, and 
many innocent perfons were involved with the guilty. And on the whole, befides 
thofe butchered by the military commanders, two hundred and fifty-one are com
puted to have fallen by the hand of juftice. The whole country were ftrowed with 
the heads and limbs of traitors. Every village almoft beheld the dead carcafs of a 
wretched inhabitant. And all the rigours of juftice, unabated by any appearance 
of clemency, were fully difplayed to the people by the inhuman Jefferies. 

OE all the executions during this difm-al period, the moft remarkable were 
thofe of Mrs. Gaunt and Lady Lifie, who had been accufed of harbouring traitors. 
Mrs. Gaunt was an Anabaptift, noted for her beneficence, which fue extended to 
perfons of all profeffions and perfuafions. One of the rebels, knowing her hu
mane charaB:er, had recourfe to her in his diftrefs, and was concealed by her. 
Hearing of the proclamation, which offered an indemnity and rewards to fuch 
as difcovered criminals, he bafely betrayed his benefaB:refs, and bore evidence 
againft her. He received a pardon for his treachery; lhe was burned alive for her 
charity. 

LADY LISLE was widow of one of the Regicides, who had enjoyed great favour 
and authority under Cromwel, and who having fled, after the reftoration, to Lau
zunne in Swifferland, was there affaffinated by three Iriili ruffians, who hoped to 
make their fortune by this infamous piece of fervice. His widow was now profe
cuted for harbouring two rebels the day after the battle of Sedgemoor; and Jefferies 
pulhed on the trial with the moft unrelenting violence. In vain did the aged 
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prifoner plead, that thefe criminals had been put into no proclamation, had been 
convicted by no vtrditl:; nor could any man be denominated a traitor, till the fen
tence of fome legal court was pafTed upon him : That it appeared not by any proof~ 
that fhe was fo much as acquainted with the guilt of the perfons, or h,1d heard of 
their joining the rebellion of Monmouth: That thot fhe might be obnoxious on 
account of her family, it was well known, that her heart was ever loyal, and th tt 
no perfon in England had fhed more tears for that fatal event, in which her hufcand 
had unfortunately borne too great a fhare: And that th~ fame principles, which 
fue herfelf had ever embraced, fhe had carefully infl:illed into h<:>r fon, and had, at 
that very time, fent him to fight againft thofe rebels, whom fhe was now accufed of 
harbouring. Tho' thefe arguments did not move Jefferies, they had influence on 
the jury. Twice they feemed inclined to bring in a favourable verdict: They 
were as often fent back with menaces and reproaches; and at laft were conftrained 
to give fentence againft the prifoner. Notwithflanding all applications for pardon, 
the cruel fentence was executed. The King faid, that he had given Jefferies a 
promife not to pardon her : An excufe, which could ferve only to aggravate the 
blame againft himfelf. 

ONE might have hoped, that, by all thefe bloody executions, a rebellion, fo 
precipitate, fo ill fupported, and of fuch lhort duration, would have been fuffi
cie~tly expiated: But nothing could fatiate the fpirit of rigour, which poffefied the 
adminiftration. Even thofe multitudes, who received pardon, were obliged to 
attone for their guilt by fines, which reduced them to beggary ; or where their 
former poverty made them incapable of payment, they were condemned to cruel 
whippings or fevere imprifonments. Nor could the innocent efcape the hands, 
equally rapacious as cruel, of the chief juftice. Prideaux a gentleman of Devon· 
fhire, being thrown into prifon, and terrified with the fevere and arbitrary mea
fures, which at that time met with no controul, was obliged to buy his liberty of 
Jefferies at the price of fifteen thoufand pounds; tho' he could never fo much as 
learn the crime of which he was accufed. 

GooDENOUGH, the feditious under.fheriff of London, who had been engaged in 
the mofl: bloody and defperate part the Rye-houfe confpiracy, was taken prifoner 
after the battle of Sedgemoor, and was refolved to fave his own life, by an accufa· 
tion of Cornilh, the fheriff, whom he knew to be extremely obnoxious to the 
Court. Colonel Rumfey joined him in the accufarion ; and the profecution was 
fo haftened, that the prifoner was tried, condemned, and executed in the fpace of 
a week. The perjury of the witnefTes appeared immediately after; and the King 
feemed to regret the execution of Cornifh. He granted his eftate to his family, 
and conder\1ned the witneffes to perpetual imprifonment. 
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THE injuftice of this fentence againft Cornilh, was not required to difguft the Chap. I. 
nation againft the Court: The continued 1igour of the other executions had al- I68;. 

ready imprefi'ed an univerfal hatred towards the minifters of juftice, attended 
with a compaffion for the unhappy fufferers, who, as they had been feduced into 
this crime by miftaken principles, bore their punilhment with the fpirit and zeal of 
martyrs. The people might have been willing, on this occafion, to diftinguifh be-
tween the King and his minifters: But care was taken to prove, that the latter had 
.done nothing but what was agreeable to their mafter. Jefferies, on his return, 
was immediately, for thofe eminent fervices, created a peer; and was foon after 
veiled with the dignity of chancellor. No body could then doubt but the King 
intended to rule more by fear than love, and that he was not averfe to the cruel• 
ties which had been practifed. 

WE muft now take a view of the !late of affairs in Scotland ; where the fate of 
Argyle had been decided befor~ that of Monmouth. Immediately after the King's ~~~~~t~:~J:~ 
acceffion, a Parliament had been fummoned at Edinburgh; and all affairs were 
there conducted by the duke of Q9eenibery the commiffioner, and the earl of 
Perth the chancellor. The former had refolved to make an entire furrender of the 
liberties of his country ; but was determined ftill to adhere to its religion: The 
latter entertained no fcruples of paying court even by the facrifice of both. Bm 
no couN:iers, even the moft proftitute, could go farther than the Parliament itfelf, 
towards a refignation of their liberties. In a vote, which they called an offer of 
duty, after adopting the fabulous hiftory of an hundred and eleven Scots Mo-
narchs, they acknowleged, that all thefe Princes, by the primary and fundamental 
law of the ftate, had been vefted with a Jolid and abfolute authority. They declared 
-their abhorrence of all principles and pofitions, derogatory to the King's facred, 
fupreme, fovereign, abfolute power ; of which none, they faid, whether fing!e 
perfons or collective bodies, can participate, but in dependance on him and by 
<:om million from him. They promifed, that the whole nation, between fixty and 
iixteen, fuall be in readinefs for his Majefty's fervice, where and as oft as it fua!l be 
his royal plea.fure to require them. And they annexed the whole excife both of 
•iniand and foreign commodities for ever to the Crown. 

ALL the other atl:s of this affembly favoured of the fame fpirit. They declared it 
high treafon for any perfon to refufe the teft, if tendered by the council. To defend 
the obligation of the covenant, fubjetl:ed a perf on to the fame penalty. To be prefent 
at any conventicle, was made punifhable with death and confifcation of goods. Even 
fuch as refufed to give tefiimony, either in cafes of treafon or nonconformity, were 
(leclared equally puni!hable as if guilty of thofe very crimes: An excellent prelude 
to all the rigours of an inquifition. It muft be confeffed, that nothing could equal 
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the abject f~rvility of the Scots nation duri-ng this period but the arbitrary feverity

of the adminiftration. 

IT was in vain, that Argyle fummoned a nation, fo lo.ft to all fenfe of liberty, 
fo degraded by repeated indignities, to rife in vindication of their violated laws and 
privileges. The greater part of thofe who declared for him, were his own vaifals ;.. 

men, who, if poffible, were ftill more funk in fiavery than the reft of the nation. 
He arrived, after a profperous voyage, in Argyle!hire, attended by fame fugitives 
from Holland; and among the reft, by Sir Patrie Hume, a man of mild difpofitions,. 
who had been driven to this extremity by a continued train of oppreffion. The 
privy council was apprized of Argyle's intentions. The whole militia of the 
kingdom, to the number of twenty-two thoufand men, were already in arms; and 
a third part of them, with all the regular forces, were on their march to oppofe 
him. All the confiderable gentry of his clan were thrown into, prifon. And 
two !hips of war were on the coaft to watch his motions. Under all thefe difcou
ragements he yet made a lhift, partly from terror, partly from affeEt:ion, to collect 
and arm a body of about two thoufand fi,ve hundred men; but foon found him
felf furrounded on all ficles. with infuperable difficulties.. His arms and ammuni:.. 
tion were fei.zed ~ His provifions cut off: The marquefs of A tho-le preifed him on 
one fide; lord Charles Murray on another; the duke of Gordon hung upon his 
rear ; the earl of Dunbarton met him in front. His followers daily fell off from 
him ; but Argyle, refolute to perfevere, broke at lafl:, with the fhattered remains 
Q[ his troops, into the difaffecred part of the low countries, which he had endea.
voured to allure to him by declarations for the covenant. No perfon ihowed ei
ther courage or inclination to join. him; and his fmall and ftj,Jl decreafing army,. 
after wandering about for a little time, was at }aft defeated and diliOlved without 

and execu- an enemy. Argyle himfelf was feized and carried to Edinburgh; where after 
tion. enduring many indignities with a gallant fpirir,. he was publicly executed. He· 

fuffered upon the former unjuft fentence, which had been paifed upon him. The-
reft of his followers either efcaped or were pardoned ; all except Rombold and. 
Ayloffe, two Engliihmen, who had attended him on, this expedition. 

~th of No· THE King was fo elated with this continued tide of profperity, .. that he began to· 
vt:mbe.r. undervalue even an Engliih Parliament, at all times formidable to his family; and 

- AParllament. from his fpeech to both Houfes, whom he had affembled early in the winter, he 

feemed to think himfelf exempted from all rules of prudence or neceffity of diffimu· 
lation. He plainly told the two Houfes, thai: the militia, which had formerly been 
fo much magnified, was now found, by the experience of the !aft rebellion, to be· 
altog.ether ufelefs; and he required a new fupply, in order to maintain thofe addi
&ional forces, which he had levied. He alfo took notice, that he had employed a 
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great many catholic officers, and that he had, in their favour, difpenfed with the 
law, requiring the teft to be taken by every one who poffeffed any public office. 
And to cut ihort all oppolition, he declared, that, having reaped the benefit of 
their fervice during fuch times of danger, he was determined, neither to expofe 
them afterwards to difgrace, nor himfelf, in cafe of another rebellion, to the 
want of their afiiftance. 

SucH violent averfion did this Parliament bear to oppofition ; fo great dread 
had been inftilled of the confequ.ences attending any breach with the King; that 
it is probable, had he ufed his difpenfing power without declaring It, no en
quiries would have been made, and time might have re~onciled the nation to this 
dangerous exercife of the prerogative. But to invade at once their conilitution, 
to threaten their religion, to eftabli!h a fi:anding army, and even to require them, 
by their concurrence, to contribute towards all thefe meafures, exceeded the bounds 
oftheir patience, and they began, for the firft time, to difplay fome fmall remains 
af Engliih fpirit and generofity. When the King's fpeech was taken into confi
deration by the Commons, many fevere reflections were thrown out againft the pre
fent meafures; and the Houfe was with feeming difficulty engaged to promife ifl 
a general vote, that they would grant fome fupply. But inftead of finifhing that: 
bufinefs, which could alone render them acceptable to the King, they proceeded 
to examine the difpenfing power; and they voted an addrefs to the King again it irQ 
Before this addrefs was prefented, they refumed the confideration of the fupply ; 
and as one million two hundred thoufand pounds were demanded by the Court, 
and two hundred thoufand pounds propofed by the country-party, a middle courfc 
was chofen, and feven hundred thoufand pounds, afcer fome difpute, were at 1afi: 
voted. The addrefs againfi: the difpenling power was expreffed in the moft re
fpectful and fubmiffive manner ; yet was it very i:H received by the King, and his 
anfwer contained a flat denial, uttered with great warmth and vehemence. The 
Commons were fo daunted with this reply, that they kept filence a long time; and 
when Coke, member for Derby, rofe up and [aid, " l hope we are all Englifh
" men, and not to be frighted with a few hard words;" fo little fpirit appeared 
in that affembly, often fo refractory and mutinous, that they fent him to the 
Tower for bluntly expreffing a free and generous fentiment. They adjourned, 
without fixing a day for the confrderation of his Majefty's anfwer; and on thei~· 
next meeting, they very fubmiffively proceeded to the confideration of the fup
ply, and even went fo far as to eftablifh funds for paying the fum voted, in nine 
years and a half. The King, therefore, had in effect, atmoft:without fttuggle
or violence, obtained a total victory over the Commons ; ·and inf'read of conteft
fllg for their liberties,. now expofed to manifeft: danger, they even conferred an 
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additional revenue to the crown, and rendering the King in fome degree inde· 
pendent, contributed to encreafe thof~ imminent dangers, with which they had 
fo good reafon to be alarmed. 

THE next oppofition came from the Houfe of Peers, which has not commonly 
taken the lead on thefe occafions, and even from the bench of bifhops, whence the 
Court ufually expeCts the greateil: complaifance and fubmiffion. The upper Houfe 
had been engaged,· in the firft days of the feffion, to give general thanks for the 
King's fpeech ; by which compliment they were underftood, according to the 
practice of that time, to have acquiefced in every part of it : Yet notwithftanding 
that ftep, Eompton, bi!hop of London, in his own name and that of his bre
thren, moved that a day fhould be appointed for taking the fpeech into confide
ration : He was feconded by Halifax, Nottingham, and Mordaunt. Jefferies, 
the chancellor, oppofed this motion ; and feemed inclined to ufe in that Haufe 
the fame arrogance, to which on the bench he had fo long been accuftomed: But 
he was foon taught to know his place; and he proved, by his behaviour, that 
infolence, when checked, naturally finks into meannefs and cowardice. The 
bifhop of London's motion prevailed. 

THE King might reafonably have prefumed, that even if the Peers t110uld fo 
far recover courage as to make an application againft his difpenfing power, the fame 
freddy anfwet, which he had given the Commons, would make them relapfe into 
the fame timidity ; and he might by that means have obtained a very confiderable 

fupply, without making any conceffions in return. But fo imperious was his tem
per, fo lofty the idea which he had entertained of his own authority, fo violent the 
fchemes fuggefted by his own bigotry and that of his priefts ; thar, without any 
delay, without waiting for any farther provocation, he immediately proceeded to 

a prorogation. He continued the Parliament during a year and a half by four 
more prorogations ; but having in vain tried by feparate applications to break 
the obftinacy of the leading members, he at laft diffolved that alfembly. And 
as it was plainly impofiible for him to find, among his proteftant fubjetl:s, a fet of 
m::n more devoted to royal authority, it was univerfally concludtd, that he in
tended thenceforth to govern entirely without Parliaments. 

NEVER King mounted the throne of England with greater advantages than 
James; nay, poffeffed greater facility, if that were any advantage, of rendering 
himfelf and his pofterity abfolute: But all thefe fortunate circumftances tended 
only, by his own mifconduEt, to bring more fudder. ruin upon him. The nation 
feemed difpofed of themfelves to refign their liberties into his hands, had he nor, 
at the fame time, made an attempt upon their religion : And he might even have 
fucceeded in furmollnting at once their liberties and religion> had he condutted 

his 



J A M E S II. 39I 

his fchemes with common prudence and difcretion. Openly todeclare to the Par~ 
liament, fo early in his reign, his intention to difpenfe with the tefts, fl:ruck an 
univerfal ahrm thro' the nation ; infufed terror into the church, which had 
hitherto been the chief fupport of monarchy ; and even difgufted the army, by 
whofe means alone he could now propofe to govern. The former horror againft 
popery was revived by polemical l:ooks and fermons ; and in every difpute the 
victory feemed to be gained by tne proteftant divines, who were heard with more 
favourable ears, and who conducted the controverfy wirh more learning' and elo
quence. But another incident happened at this time, which tended extremely to 
excite the animofity of the nation againft the catholic communion. 

LEWis the fourteenth, after having long harra:lfed and molefted the Proteftants, 
at laft revoked entirely the edict of Nantz; which had been enacted by Harry the 
fourth for fecuring them the exercife of their religion ; which had been declared 
irrevocable; and which, during the. experience of near a century, had been attended 
with no fenfible inconvenience. All the iniquities, infeparable from perfecution,. 
were exercifed againfl thofe unhappy religionifrs ; who became obfi:inate in pro
portion to the oppreffions which they fuffered, and either covered under a feigned 
converfion a more violent abhorrence to the catholic communion, or fought among. 
foreign nations for that liberty, of which they were bereaved in their native cmm
try. Above half a million of the moil: ufeful and induftrious fubjeets deferred 
France; and exported, together with immenfe fums of money,_ thofe arts and ma
nufactures, which had chiefly tended to enrich that kingdom; They propagated 
every where the moil: tragical accounts of the tyranny, exercifed againft them, and 
revived among the Proteftants all thofe fentiments of the bloody and perfecuting 
fpirit of popery, to whichfo many incidents in all ages had given too much foun
dation. Near fifty thoufand refugees paffed over into England; amd all men were 
difpofed from their reprefentations to fofter the utmofi: horror againfl: the projects, 
which they apprehended to be entertained by the King for the abolition of the 
proteftant religion. When a Prince of fo much humanity and of fuch fignal pru
dence as Lewis could be engaged, by the bigotry of his religion alone, without any 
provocation, to embrace fuch fanguinary and impolitic meafures ; what might be 
dreaded, they aiked, from James, who was fo much inferior in thefe virtues, and. 
who had already been irritated by fuch obfrinate and violent oppofi.tion ? In vain 
did the King affetl: to throw the highefi: blame on the profecutions of France : In 
vain did he afford the moil: real protection and affiftance to the difl:reffed Hugo
nots. All thefe fymptoms of toleration were regarded as fallaciom ; oppofite to 

th~ 
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the avowed principles of his feet, and bely'd by the fevere adminiftration, which 
he himfelf had exercifed againft the N onconformifts in Scotland. 

THE fmalleft approach towards the introduCtion of popery, muft, in the prefent 
.difpofition of the people, have afforded reafon of jealoufy ; much more fo wide a 
fl:ep as that of dtfpenfing with the tefts, the fole fecurity which the nation, being 
difappointed of the exclulion-bill, found provided againft thofe dreaded innova
tions. Yet was the King refolute to perfevere in his purpofe ; and having failed in 
bringing over the Parliament, he made an attempt, with more fuccefs, for efia
blifhing the difpenG.ng power, by a verdiCt of his judges. Sir Edward Hales, a 
new profelyte, had accepted a commiffion of colonel ; and direCtions were given 
to his coachman to profecute him for the penalty of five hundred pounds, which 
the law, eftabli.fhing the tefts, had granted to informers. By this feigned aCtion, 
the King hoped, both from the authority of the decifion, .and the reafon of the 
thing, to put an end to all queftions with regard to his difpenfing power. 

IT could not be expeCted, that the lawyers, appointed to plead againft Hales, 
would exert great force on that occafion : But the caufe was regarded with fuch 
anxiety by the public, that it has been thoroughly difcuffed in feveral elaborate dif
courfes *; and could men diveft themfelves of prejudice, there want not fufficient 
materials, on which to form a true judgment. The claim and exercife of the 
difpenfing power is allowed to be very antient, in England ; and tho' it feems at 
firft to have been copied from papal ufurpations, it may plainly be traced up as 
high as the reign of Henry the third. In the gothic governments, men were more 
anxious to fecure their private property than to 1hare in the public adminiftration; 
and provided no innovations were attempted on their rights and poffeffions, the 
care of executing the laws, and enfuring general fafety was without jealoufy en
trufted to the 'Sovereign. Penal fiatutes were commonly intended to arm the 
Prince with more authority for that purpofe; and being in the main calculated for 
promoting his influence and intereft as firft magiftrate, there feemed no danger in 
;:tllowing him to difpenfe with their execution, in fuch particular cafes as might re
quire an exception or indulgence. That praCtice had fo much prevailed, that the 
Parliament itfelf had more than once acknowleged this prerogative of the Crown ; 
particularly during the reign of Henry the fifth, when they enacted the Jaw againft 
aliens t, and alfo when they paffed the fl:atute of provifors t. But tho' the general 

tenor 

* Pa·ticularly Sir Edward Herbert's defence in the State Trials, and Sir Robert Atkins's Enquiry 
q;:qncerning the difpenfing power. t Rot. Pari. 1. Hen. Y. n. xv.. :t: Rot. P"rl. '· 
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tenor of the penal ftatutes was fuch as gave the King a fuperior intereil: in their 
execution beyond any of his fubjects; it could not but fometimes happen in a mixed 
government, that the Parliament would defire to enact laws, by which the regal 
power, in fome particulars, even where private property was not immediately con
cerned, might be regulated and rell:rained. In the twenty-third of Henry the fixth, 
a law of this kind was enaCted, prohibiting any man to ferve in a county as fueriff 
above a year; and a claufe was inferted, by which the King was difabled from 
granting a difpenfation. Plain reafon might have taught, that this law, at leaft, 
fhould be exempted from the King's prerogative : But as the difpenfing power 
frill prevailed in other cafes, it was foon able, aided by the fervility of the court~ 
of judicature, even to overpower this ftatute, which the legiilature had evidently 
intended to fecure againft all violation. In the reign of Henry the feventh, the 
cafe was brought to a trial before all the judges in the Exchequer-chamber; and 
.it was decreed, that, notwithfranding the ftrict claufe abovementioned, the King 
m1ght difpenfe with the ftat,ute: He could firfr, it wa-; alleged, difpenfe with the 
prohibitory claufe, and then with the ftatute itfelf. This opinion of the judges, 
however abfurd, had ever fince paired for undoubted law : The practice of conti~ 
nuing the iheriffs had ever prevailed : And moft of the property of England had 
been fixed by decifions, which juries, returned by fuch iheriffs, had given in the 
courts of judicature. Many other difpenfations of a like nature may be produced ; 
not only fuch as took place by intervals, but fuch as were uniformly continued; 
Thus the law was difpenfed with, which prohibited any man to go a judge of affize 
into his own county ; that which rendered all Welchmen incapable of offices in 
Wales ; that which required every one, who received a pardQn for felony, to find 
fureties for his good behaviour. In the fecond of James the firft, a new confulta
tion of all the judges had been held in the Exchequer-chamber upon a like qu~f
tion : This prerogative of the Crown was again unanimouily confirmed*: And 
it became an eftablifhed principle in Englifh jurifprudence, that, tho' the King 
could not allow of what was morally unlawful, he could permit what was only 
prohibited by pofitive fratute. Even the jealous Houfe of Commons, which ex
torted the petition of right from Charles the firfr, made no fcruple, by the mouth 
of Glanville, their manager, to allow the difpenfing power in its full extent :t; and 

Hen. V. n. xxii. It i, remarkable, however, that in the reign of Richard the fecond, the Parliament 
granted •he King only a temporary power of difpenfing with the !l:atute of prov;fors. Rot. Pari. 15. 
Rich. II. n. i. A plain implication that he had not, of himfelf, fuch a prerogative. So uncertain were 
many of the[e points at that time. 

·f, Sir Edward Coke's Reports, feventh report. 

:t St1te Tria~s, •:ol. vii. tirll: edit. p. ZO)• Par!. Hilt. vol. viii. p. 132. 

VoL. VI. E e e m 

Chap. T. 
,686. 



Chap. I. 
!686. 

394- H I S T 0 R Y oF G R E A T B R I T A I N. 

in the famous trial of fbip-money, Holborne, the popular lawyer, had freely, and 
in the moft exprefs terms, made the fame conceffion *. Sir Edward Coke, the 
great oracle of Englifh law, had not only concurred with all other lawyers in fJ. 
Your of this prerogative; but feems even to believe it fo inherent in the Crown~ 
that an aCt of Parliament itfelf could not aboli!h itt. And he particularly ob-
ferves, that no law can impofe fuch a difability of enjoying offices as the King 
may not difpenfe with ; becaufe the King, from the law of nature, has a right to 

the fervice of all his fubjeB:s. This particular reafon, as well as all the general 
principles, is applicable to the queftion of the tefts; nor can the dangerous con
fequence of granting difpenfations in that cafe be ever received before a court of 
judicature. Every prerogative of the Cf'owfl, it may be faid, admits of abufe: 
Should the King pardon all criminals, law mufl: be totaNy diifolved : Should he 
cleclare and continue perpetual war againft all nations, inevitable ruin muft en
fue : Yet thefe powers are entrufted to the Sovereign ; and we muft he contented· .. 
as our anceftors were,. to dctpend upon his prudence and diicretion in the exercife 
of them. 

THo' this. reafoning feems founded on fuch principles as are ufually admitted 
by lawyers, the people had entertained .fi.1ch violent prepolfeffions againft the ufe, 
which James here· made of his prerogative, that he was obliged, before he brought 
on Hales's caufe, to difplace four of the judges, Jones, Montague, Charleton and 
Nevil; and even Sir Edward Herbert, the chief j-uftice, tho'.a man of acknow• 
leged vir~ue, yet becaufe he here fupported the pretenfions of the Crown, fell un
der a great load of infamy. Men deemed a difpenfing, to be in effect the fame 
with a repealing power; and they could not conceive, that lefs authority was re
quifite to repeal than to enaCt any ftatute. If one penal law was difpenfed with, 
any other might undergo the fame fate: And by what principle could even the 
laws, which define property, be afterwards fecured from violation? The teft act 
had ever been conceived the great barrier of the eftablifhed religion under a popilh 
fucceffor: As ft1ch it had been infifted on by the Parliament; as fuch granted by 
the King; as fuch, during the debates with regard to the exclufion, recommended 
by the chancellor. By what magic, what chicane of law;, fs it now annihilated, 
and rendered of no validity ? Thefe queftions were every where afked; and men, 
:£l:raitened by precedents and decifions of great authority, were reduced either to, 
(}Uefiion the antiquity of this prerogative itfelf, or to aifert, that even the practice 
of near five centuries couW not beftow on it fufficient authority :j:. It was not con-

• State Trials, vol. v. £r!t edit. p. 17 r .. 
:t Sir Robert Atkim, p. :n •. 

t Sir Edward Coke's Reports, twelfth rerort, P· I 3~ 
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fidered, that the prefent difficulty or feeming abfurdity had proceeded from late 
ipnovations introduced into the government. Ever fince the beginning of this 
century, the Parliament had, with the moft laudable zeal, been acquiring powers 
and eftablithing principles, favourable to law and liberty: The authority of the 
Crown had been limited in many important particulars : And penal ftatutes were 
often calculated to fecure the conftitution againft the attempts of minifters, as well 
as to preferve general peace and reprefs crimes and immoralities. A prerogative 
however, derived from very antient, and almoft uniform pracrice, the difpenfing 
power, frill remained, or was fuppofed to remain, with the Crown ; fufficient in 
an inftant to overturn this whole fabric, and to throw down all the fences of the 
conftitution. If this prerogative, which carries, on the-face of it, fuch fl:rong 
fymptoms of an abfolute authority in the Crown, had yet, in antient times, fub
fifted with fome degree of liberty in the fubject; this fact only proves, that fcarce 
any human government, much lefs one erected in rude and barbarous times, is 
entirely confiftent and uniform in all its parts. But to expeCt, that the difpenfing 
power could, in any degree, be rendered compatible with thofe accurate and re
g;ular limitations, which had of late been eftablifhed, and which the people were 
determined to maintain, was a vain l!ope; and tho' men knew not upon what: 
principles they could deny that prerogatiYe, they faw, that, if they would preferve 
their laws and conftitution, there was an abfolute neceffity for denying, or a.t 
leaft for abolifhing it. The revolution alone, which foon fucceeded, happily put 
an end to all thefe difputes : By means of it a more uniform ediflce was at Jafl: 
ereCted : The monftrous inconfiO:ence, fo vifible between the antient Gothic parts 
of the fabric and the recent plans of liberty, was fully correEted : And to their 
mutual felicity, King and people were finally taught to know their proper limits 
and boundaries*· 

·* It is rf'markable, that the Convention, fummoned by the Prince of Orange, did not, even when. 
they had the making of their own terms in t ',e Declm·ation of rights, venture to condemn the difpenfing 
power in general, which had been uniformly exercifed by the former Kings of England. They only 
condemned it fo far, as it had hun a.ffianed and exercifed of latr. But in the Bill ofrightJ, which paifed 
about a twelvemonth after, the Parliament took care to feclire themfelves more effeClually againll: a 
br:wch of prerogative, incompatible wi,h all legal liberty and limitations; and they excluded, in 

pofiti·.e terms, all difpenfing power in the Crown. Yet even then the Houfe of Lords rejeCled that 
claufe of the bill, which con~emned the exercife of this power in former Kings, and obliged the 

Commons to rell: contented wi~h abolifhing it for the future. There needs no othir proof of their
regular nature of the old Englilh government than the'fubfill:ance of fuch a prerogative, always exer
cifed and never queilioned, till the acquifition of real liberty difcover~d, at laft, the danger uf it. 
Set: the Journals. 
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Chap. I. \V HAT EVER topics lawyers might find to defend James's difpenfing power,. 
1686. the nation thought it dangerous, if not fata·l, to liberty ; and his refolution of exer

-cifing it may on that account be efteemed equally alarming, as if the power had been· 
founded on the moft recent and moil: flagrant ufurpation. It was ,not likely, that 
an authority, which had been alfumed thro' fo many obil:acles, would in his hands
lie long idle and unemployed. Four catholic lords were· brought into the privy 
council, Powis, Arundel, Bellafis, and Dover. Halifax, finding, that notwith
ftanding all his pafl: merits, he poffe!fed no real credit or authority, became very' 
yefraCt·Jry in hiq oppofition ~ and his office of privy~feal was given to Arundel. 
The King was open, as well as zealous, in the defire of making converts; and 
men plainly faw, that the only way to acquire his affeCtion and confidence was by 
a facrifice of £heir religion. Sunderland, fome time after, fcrupled not to gain 
favour at this price. Rochef1er, the treafurer, tho' the King's brother-in-law,. 
yet, becaufe he refufed to give this infrance of complaifance, was turned out of hh 
office : The Treafury was put in commiffion; and Bellafis was placed at the head
f.>fit. All the courtiers were difgufted, even·fuch as had little regard to religion. 
The dilhonour, as well as diflruft, attendingrenegades~- made moft men refolve, at~ 
all hazards, to adhere to their antient faith. 

State of Scot- IN ScoTLAND, James's zeal for profelytifm was more·fuccefsfuJ. The earls of' 
land. Murray, Perth, and Melfort were brought over to the Court reiigion; and the 

two latter noblemen made ufe of a very courtly reafon for their converfion : 
They pretended, that the papers, found in-the late King's cabinet, had opened 
their eyes, and had convinced them of the preference due to the Catholic religion. 
~eenfberry, who difcovered not the fame complaifance, fell into total.difgrace,
notwithfranding his former fervices, and the unlimited facrifices, which he had' 
made to the meafures of the Court. Thefe merits could not even enfl.Jre him of 
fafety againfc the vengeance, to which he ftood expofed. His rival, Perth, who· 
had been ready to fink under his fuperior intereft, now acquired the ·afcendant;. 
and all the complaints, exhibited againft him, were totally obliterated. His faith,. 
according to a faying of Halifax, had made him whole. 

State ofire- BuT it was in Ireland chiefly, that the mafk was wholly taken off; and than 
land. the King thought him~ff at liberty to proceed to the full extent of his zeal, and 

his violence. The duke of Ormond was recalled ; and tho' the primate and 
lord Granard, two proteflants, frill po!feffed the authority of j.uftices, the whole 
power was lodged in the hands of Talbot, the general, foon after created earl of 
Tyrconnel ; a man,. who, from the blindnefs of his prejudices and fury of his 
temper~ was tranfported with the moil: immeafurable ardour for the Catholic 

caufe. 
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caufe. After the fuppreffion of Monmouth's rebellion, orders were given by 
Tyrconnel to difarm all the proteftants, on pretence of fecuring the public peace, 
and keeping their arms in a few magazines for the ufe of the militia. Next, the 
army was new-modelled ; and great numbers of officers were difmiffed, becaufe 
it was pretended, that they or their fathers had ferved under Cromwel and the 
Republic. The injuft:ice was not confined to them. Near three hundred officers 
more were afterwards broke; tho' many of them had purchafed their com millions: 
About four or five thoufand private foldiers, becaufe they were Proteftants, were 
difmUTed ; and being ftripped even of their regimentals, were turned out to ftarve 
in the ftreets. While thefe violences were carrying on, Clarendon, who had 
been named lord lieutenant, came over ; but he quickly found, that, as he had 
refufed to give the King the de fired pledge of fidelity, by changing his religion, 
he poffelfed no credit nor authority. He was even a kind of prifoner in the hands 
of Tyrconnel ; and as he gave all oppofition in his power to the precipitant mea
fures of the Catholics, he was foon afcer recalled, and Tyrconnel fubftiruted in 
his place. The unhappy Proteftants now faw all the legal authority, as well as 
the military force, transferred into the hands of their inveterate enemies; inflamed 
with hereditary hatred, and ftimulated by every motive, which e;ther the paffion 
for power, property, or religion could infpire. Even the barbarous banditti 
were let loofe to prey on them in their prefent defencelefs condition. A renewal 
of the antient maffacres was apprehended; and great multitudes, fl:ruck with the 
beft grounded terror, deferred the kingdom, and infufed into the Englifh nation a 
dread of thole violences, to which, after fame time, they might juftly, from the
prevalence of the Catholics, think themfelves expofed. 

ALL judicious perfons of the Catholic communion were difgufted with thefe 
violent meafures, and could eafily forefee the confequences. But James was e;n
tirely governed by the rafh councils of the ~een and of his confeffor, fdther Pe= 
ters, a jefuit, whom he foon after created a privy counfellor.' He thought too 
that as he was now in the decline of life, it was nece!fary for him, by hafty ft:eps, 
to carry his defigns into execution ; left the fucceffion of the Princefs of Orange 
!hould overturn all his projeCts. In vain did Arundel, Powis, and Bellafis remon
fl:rate, and fuggel1: more moderate and cautious meafures. Thefe men had feen 
and felt, during the profecution of the plot, the extreme antipathy which the 
nation bore to popery; and tho' fame fubfequent incidents had feemm~ly allayed 
that fpirit, they knew, that the fettled habits of the people were ftill the fame, and 
that the fmalleft incident was fufficient to renew the former animofity. A very 
moderate indulgence therefore to their religion would have fatisfied them; and all 
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attempts to acquire power, much more to procure a change of the national faith, 
they deemed dangerous and defi:ructive. 

ON the firfi: broaching of the popilh plot, ~he Church of England had con
curred with the fame violence and credulity as the reft of the nation, in the pro
fecution of it: But dreading afterwards the prevalence of republican and prelby
terian principles, they had been engaged to fupport the meafures of the court i 
and to their affiftance James had chiefly owed his fucceffion to the crown. Finding 
that all thefe fervices were forgot, and that the Catholic religion was the King's fole 
darling, the church had commenced an oppofition to court-meafures; and popery 
was now acknowleged the more immediate danger. In order to prevent inflamma
tory fermons on this popular fubject, James revived fome directions to preachers 
which had been promulgated by the late King, in the beginning of his reign, 
when no defign againft the national religion was yet formed, or at leaft appre
hended. But in the prefent delicate and interefi:ing fituation of the church, there 
was little reafon to expect, that orders, founded on no legal authority, would be 
rigidly obeyed by preachers, who faw no fecurity to themfelves but in preferving 
the confidence and regard of the people. Infi:ead of avoiding controverfy, accord
ing to the King's admonition, the preachers every where declaimed againft popery; 
and among the refr Dr. Sharpe, a clergyman of London, particularly diftinguilhed 
himfelf, and affected to throw great contempt on thofe who had been induced 
to change their religion by fuch pitiful arguments as the Romilh miffionaries could 
fuggeft. This topic, being fuppofed to reflect on the King, gave great offence at 
court ; and pofitive orders were iifued to the bifhop of London, his diocefan, im~ 
mediately to fufpend Sharpe~ till his Majefi:y's pleafure fhould be farther known. 
The prelate replied, that he could not poffibly obey thefe commands, and that he 
was not empowered, in fuch a fummary manner, to inflict any punifhment even 
upon the greateLl: delinquent. But neither of thefe obvious reafons, nor the moft 
dutiful fubmiffions, both of the prelate and of Sharpe himfelf, could appeafe the 
court. The King was determined to proceed with the utmoft violence in this 
caufe.. The bilh.op him(elf he refolved to punilh for difobedience to his com
mands ; and the expedient which he employed for that purpofe, was of a nature 
at once the moft illegal and moft alarming. 

AMONG all the engines .of authority formerly employed by the Crown, none 
had been more dangerous or even deftrucrive to liberty, than the court of high 
.commiffion, which, together with the ftar-chamber, had been abolifhed in the 
reignof Charles I. by act of Parliament; in which a clau(e was alfo inferted, 
prohibiting the ereCtion, in all future times, of that court or any of a like nature. 

But 
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But this law Wa! deemed by James no obftacle ; and an ecclefiafl:ical commiffion Chap. F. 
was anew iffued, by which feven * commiffioners were vefted with full and unli- c I68f6. 

. . . ourt o ec-
mued authonty over the whole church ofEngland. On th1s court were beftowed clefuilical 

the fame inquifitorial powers, poffeffed by the former court of high commiffion: commitiion. 

They might proceed upon bare :fufpicion ; and the better to fet the law at defiance~ 

it was exprefsly inferted in their patent i:tfelf, that they were to exercife their 
jurifdiCtion, notwithftanding any law or ftatute to the contrary. The King's defign 
to fubdue the church was now fufficiently known ;, and had he been able to efi:a-
blilh the authority of this new-erected court, his fuccefs was infallible. A more 
fenfible blow could not be given both to national liberty and religion ; and hap-
pily the conteft could not be tried in a caufe more iniquitous and unpopular thaB 
that againft Sharpe and the bilhop of London. 

THE prelate was cited before the commiffioners. After denying the legality 
of the court, after claiming the privilege of all Chriftian bilhops to be tried by 
the metropolitan and his fuffragans ; he pleaded in his own defence, that as he 
was obliged, if he had fufpended Sharpe, to aCt in the capacity of a judge, he 
could not, confiftent either with law or juftice, pronounce fentence without a 
previous citation and trial : That he had by petition reprefented this difficulty to 
his Majefty; and not receiving any anfwer, he had reafon to thinl{, that his pe
tition had given entire fatisfaction : That in order to :!hew his farther deference, 
he had advifed Sharpe to preach no more, till he had juftified his conduct to the 
King; an advice, which, coming from a fuperior, was equivalent to a command, 
and had accordingly met with the proper obedience : That he had thus in his ap
prehenfion coAformed himfelf to his Majefty's pleafure; but if he fuould Hill be 
found wanting to his duty in any particular, he was now contented to crave par
don, and to make reparation. All this fubmiffion, both in Sharpe and the pre
late, had no effeCt : The King was determined ro have an example : Orders were S t en ence 
accordingly fent to the commiffioners to,proceed : And by a majority of votes the a{!;ainil the 

bifhop, as well as the docror, was fufpended. t!~~~f 

ALMOST the whole of this :lhort reign confifts of attempts, always imprudent, 
often illegal, and fometimes both, againfl: whatever was mofi: loved and revered by. 
the nation: Even fuch fchemes of the King's as might be laudable in themfelves, 
were fo difgraced with thefe intentions, that the-y ferve only to aggravate the 
charge againfl: him. James was become a great patron of toleration, and an enemy 

• The perfons named were the archbifhop of Canter~ury, Sancroft; the bilhop of DUJ ham, Crew ; 
~f Rochefter, Sprat; the earl of Rochefl:er, Sur derland, chancellor JefFeries, and lord ch:ef jull:ice Her
bert. The archbifhop refufed to act, and the bifuop of Chtfl:er was fubilituted in his place. 
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to all thofe perfecuting hws, which, from the influence of the church, had been 
enaCted both againft the diffenters and Catholics. Not contented with granting 
difpenfations to particular perfons, he affumed a power of iffuing a declaration of 
general indulgence, and of fufpending at once all the penal ftatutes, by which a 
conformity was required to the eilablifhed religion., This was a ftrain of autho
rity, it muft be confeffed, quite inconfiftent with law and a limited conftitution; 
but was fupported by many ftrong precedents in the Hiftory of England. Even 
after the principles of liberty were become more prevalent, and beg21n to be well 
underfl:ood, the late King had, oftner than once, and, without giving much um
brage, exerted this dangerous power: He had in I 662 fufpended the execution of 
a law, which regulated carriages: During the two Dutch wars, he had twice fuf
pended the aCt of navigation: And the Commons in 1666, being refolved, con .. 
trary to the King's judgment, to enaCt that iniquitous law againft Irifh cattle, 
found it neceffary, in order to obviate the exercife of this prerogative, which they 
.defired not at that time entirely to deny or abrogate, to call the importation of 
that cattle a nuifance. 

THo~ the former authority of the King was great in civil affairs, it was ftill 
greater in ecclefiaftical ; and the whole defpotic power of the popes was often be
lieved, in virtue ofthe fupremacy, to be devolved to the Crown. The laft Parlia
ment of Charles the firll, by depriving the King and convocation of the power of 
framing canons without confent of Parliament, had fomewhat diminifhed the fup
pofed extent of the fupremacy ; but ftill very confiderable remains of it, at leaft 
very important claims, were preferved, and were occafionally made ufe of by the 
Sovereign. In 1662, Charles, pleading both the rights of his fupremacy and his 
fufpending power, had granted a general indL1lgence or toleration; and in 1672 
he renewed the fame edict: Tho, the remonil:rances of his Parliament obliged him, 
on both occafions, to retract; and in the !aft inftance, the triumph of law over pre
rogative was deemed very great and memorable. In general, we may remark, 
where the exercife of the fufpending power was agreeable and ufeful, the power 
itfelf was little queftioned : Where the exercife was thought liable to exceptions, 
men not only oppofed it, but proceeded to deny altogether the legality of the pre
rogative on which it was founded, 

JAMES, much more imprudent, head-ftrong, and arbitrary than his brother, 
iffued anew a proclamation, fufpending all the penal laws in ecclefiaftical affairs, 
and granting a general liberty of confcience to all his fubjetl:s. He was not de
terred by the confideration, that this fcheme of indulgence was already blafted by 
pvo fruitlefs attempts ; and that in fuch a government as that of England, it was 
rot fufficient that a prerogarive be approved of by fome lawyers and antiquarians: 

. If 
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If it was condemned by the general voice of the nation, and yet was frill exerted, 
the victory over national liberty was equally fignal, as if obtained by the moft 
flagrant injufl:ice and ufurpation. Thefe two confiderations indeed would rather 
ferve to recommend this project to James; who deemed himfelf fuperior in vi
gour and activity to his brother, and who .probably thought, that his people en· 
joyed no liberties but by his royal conceiTion and indulgence. 

IN order to procure a better reception for his edict of toleration, the King, 
fimling himfelf oppofed by the church, began to pay great court to the Diffenters; 
and he imagined, that, by playing one party againll: another, he would eafily ob
tain the victory over both; a refined policy which it much exceeded his capacity 
tO conduct. His intention was fo obvious, that it was impoiTible for him ever to 
gain the fincere confidence and regard of the Nonconformifts. They knew, that 
the genius of their religion was diametrically oppofite to that of the Catholics, the 
fole object of the King's a:Iection. They were fenfible, that both the violence of 
his temper, and the maxims of his religion, were repugnant to the principles of to
leration. They had feen, that on his firfl: acceiTion to che Crown, as well as during 
his brother's reign, he had courted the church at their ex pence; and it was not till 
after his dangerous fchemes were rejetl.ed by the prelates, that he had recourfe to the 
Nonconformifts. All his favours, therefore, mufl:, to every man of judgment 
among the feB:aries, have appeared mofl: infidious: Yet fuch was the pleafure reap
ed from prefent eafe, fuch the animofity of the Di.ffenters againft the church, who 
had fo long lubjeB:ed them to the rigours of perfec~tion, that they every where ex
preffed the moft entire duty to the King and compliance with his meafures ; and 
could not forbear rejoicing extremely in the prelent depreiTion of their enemies. 

BuT had the Diifenters been ever fo much inclined to ihut their eyes with regard 
to the King's intentions, the manner of conducting his fcheme in Scotland wai 
fufficient to difcover the fecret. The King firft applied to the Scots Parliament, 
and defired an indulgence for the Catholics alone, without comprehending the 
Prefbyterians: But that affembly, tho' more difpofed than even the Parliament of 
England, to facrifice their civil liberties, refolved likewife to adhere pertinarioufly 
to their religion ; and they now rejected fur the firft time the King's application. 
James therefore found himfelf obliged to exert his prerogative; and he thought it 
prudent to intereft a party of his fubjects, bcfiJes the Catholics, in fupporting this 
act of authority. To the great furprize of the harraffed and perfecuted Prefbyte
rians, they heard the principles of toleration every where extolled, and found that 
pcrmiiTion was granted to attend conventicles; an offence, which, even during this 
reign, had been declared no lefs than a capital crime. The King's declaration, 
how€ver, of indulgence contained articles, fufficient to deprefs their joy. As if 
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Popery were already predominant, he declared, " that he never would ufe force 
" or invincible necef!ity againfr any man on account of his perfwafion or the prote"' 
" ftanc religion:" A promife furely of toleration given to the Proteftants with 
great precaution, and admitting a confiderable latitude for perfecution and vio
lence. It is likewife remarkable, that the King declared in exprefs terms, " that 
" he had thought fit, by his fovereign authority, prerogative royal, and abfolute 
" power,. which all his fubjetl:.s were to obey wit-hout referve, to grant this royal 
" toleration." The dangerous defigns of other Princes are to be colleCted by a 
~omparilon of their fevera.l actions, by a difcovery of their more fecret coun
cils: but fo blinded was James with zeal, fo tranfported with his imperious tem
per, that even his proclamations and public ediCts contain expreffions, which,. 
without any farther enquiry, may fuffice to his condemnation. 

THE Englifh well knew, that the King, by the confl:itution of their govern· 
mef.lt, thought himfelf intitled, as indeed he was, to as ample authority in his 
fouthern, as in his northern kingdom; and therefore, tho' the declaration of indul-· 
gence publifhed for England was more cautioufiy worded, they could not but be 
a·larmed by the arbitrary treatment, to which their neighbours were expofed. It is., 
even remarkable, that the Englifh declaration contained daufes of a ftrange import .. 
The King there promifed,. that he would maintain his loving fubj-eCl:s in all their 
properties and poifeffions, as well of church and abbey lands as of any other. 
Men thought, that, if the full eftablifhment of popery was not at hand, this 
promife was quite fuperfluous ; and they concluded, that the King was fo replete 
with joy on the profpect o£ that glorious event1 •. that he could not:t even for a. 
moment, refrain himfelf from ex-preffing it. 

I BuT what afforded the mofr.alarming profpeB:, was the violent,." and precipitant· 
conduct of affairs in lrelar.d. Tyrconnel was now vefted with full authority;. 
and carried over with him as chancellor one Fitton, a man who was taken from 
a jail,. and who had been conviCted of forgery. and other crimes, but who com
penfated for all his enormities by a headlor.g zeal for the Catholic religion. He. 
was even heard to fay from the bench, that the Protefl:ants- were all rogues,_ 
and that there was not one among forty thoufand who was not a traitor, a re
bel, and a· villain. The whole fl:rain of the adminifl:ration was fuitable to fuch 
fentiments. The Catholics were put in poifeffion of the council table, of the 
€ourts of judicature,. of the bench of jufl:ices. In order to make them mafters of 
the Parliament, the fame violence was exercifed that had been-pratl:ifed in England~ 

: The charters of Dublin and of all the corporations were recalled; and new charters
. were granted, fubjetting the corporations to the abfolute will of the Sovereign~ 
The Protdl:ant freemen were expelled, CatholicS: introduced,, and the latter feet,. 

4 ¥ 



J A M E S H. 

as they always were the majority in number, were now in veiled with the whole Chap. J. 

power of the kingdom. The act of fettlernent was the only obfracle to their en- 1687· 

joying the whole property ; and Tyrconnel had formed a fcheme for calling a Par
liament, in order to reverfe that aCt, and empower the King to befto·w all the 
lands of Ireland on his catholic fubjects. But in this fcheme he met with op-
pofition from the moderate Catholics in the King's council. Lord Bellafis went 
even fo far as to affirm with an oath, " that that fellow in Iteland was fool and 
'' madman enough to ruin ten kingdoms.'' The decay of trade, from the de-
fertion of the Proteftants, was reprefented ; the finking of the revenue ; the alarm 
communicated to England : And by thefe confiderations the King's refolution5 

were for fome time fufpended ; tho' it was eafy to forefee, from the ufual tenor 
of his conduCt, which fide would at lafl: preponderate. 

BuT t9e King was not contented with difcovering in his own kingdoms the im. 
prudence of his conduct: He was refolved, that all Europe fhould be witnefs of it. 
He publicly fent the earl ofCafrelmaine ambaffador extraordinary to Rome, in or- Emba.ffy tG 

der to exprefs his obeifance to the Pope, and to reconcile his kingdoms to the ca- Rome. 

tholic communion. Never man, who came on fo important an errand, met with 
fo many negleCts and even affronts, as Caftelmaine. The Pope, inftead of being 
pleafed with this forward il:ep, concluded, that a fcheme, conducted with fuch in
difcretion, . .could never pofiibly be fuccefsful. -And as he was engaged in a violent 
q~arrel with the French monarch, a quarrel which interefled him much more than 
the converfion of England, he bore little regard to James, whom he believed too 
clofely united with his capital enemy. 

THE only proof of cornplaifance, which th~ King received from his Hotinefs, 
was his fending. a nuncio into England, in return for the embaffy. By act of Par .. 
liament any communication with the Pope was declared high treafon : Yet fo little 
regard did the King pay to the laws, that he gave the nuncio a public and folemn 
reception at Wind for. The duke of Somerfet, one of the lords of the bed-cham-. 
b~r, becaufe he refufed to affift at this ceremony, was difmiffed from his employ
ments. The nuncio refided openly in London during all this reign. Four catho
lic bifhops were publickly confecrated in the King's chapel, and fent out, under the 
title of vicars apoil:olical, to exercife the epifcopal function in their refpective dio
cefe~. Their paftoralletters, directed to the lay Catholics of England, were pr-inted 
and difperfed by the exprefs allowance and permiffion of the King. The regular 
clergy of that communion appeared at Court in the habits of their order; and 
~me of them were fo indifcreet as to boafl, that, in a little time, they hoped· to 
walk in proceffion thro' the capital. 
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vVr-liLE the King fhocked in the mofl: open manner all the principles and pre· 
jt:dices of his protefl:ant fubjeB:s, he could not fometimes but be fenGble; that he 
flood in need of their ailifi:ance for the execution ofhis defigns. He had himfelf, 
hy virtue of his prerogative, fuf,tended the penal laws, and difpenf:d with the teft; 
hllt he would gladly have obtained the fanction of Parliament to thefe acts of pow
er ; and he knew, that, without this authority, his edicts alone would never aflord 
fufficient fecurity w the Catholics. He had employed, therefore, with the mem
bers of Parliament many private conferences, which were then called clofetings; and 
he ufed every expedient of reafons, menaces, and promifes to break their obfiinacy 
in this particular. Finding all his efiorts fruitlefs, he had diffolved the Parliament, 
and was relolved to call a new one, from whom he expeCted more complaifance 
and fubmiffion. By the pratl:i£e of annulling the charters, the King was become 
mailer of all the corporations, and could at his pleafure change every where rhe 
whole magiftracy. The church party, therefore, by whom the Crown had been 
hitherto fo remarkably fupported, and to whom the King vifibly owed his own 
fucceffion, were deprived of all authority ; and Diffenters, firfl: in London, and af
terwards in every other town, were fubftituted in their place. Not contented with 
this violent and dangerous innovation, certain regulators were appointed to examine 
the qualifications of eleCtors; and direCtions were given them to exclude all fuch 
as adhered to the teft and penal ftc.tutes *. Queries to this purpofe were openly 
propofed in all places, in order to try the fentiments of men, and enable the King 
to judge of the proceedings of the future Parliament. The power of the Crown 
was at this time fo great; the revenue, managed by James's frugality, fo confi
derable and independant; that if he had embraced any national party, he had been 
enfured of infallible fuccefs, and might have carried his authority to what extent 
he pleafed. But the Catholics, to whom he had entirely devoted himfelf, were 
not the hundredth part of the people. Even the proteftant Nonconformifts, whom 
he fo much courted, were little more than the twentieth; and what was worfe, 
repofed very little confidence in the unnatural alliance contraCted with the Cath0-
lics, and in the principles of toleration, which, contrary to their ufual praCtice in 
all ages, feemed at prefent to be adopted by that feet. The King therefore, find
ing little hopes of fuccef~, protraCted the eletl:ion of a Parliament, and proceeded 
ftill in the exercife of his illegal and arbitrary authority. 

" The eleB:ions in fome plact s, particularly in York, were transferred from the people to the ma
giftrates, who, by the new charter, were all P..amed by the Crown. Sir John Rerelby_'s Memoirs, p. 
z7z. This was in reality nothing different from the King's naming the member~. The fame a'-1 of 
211thority had been employed in all the burroughs of Scotland. 
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THE whole power in Ireland had been committed to the Catholics. In Scot- Chap. I. 

land, all the minifrers, whom the King chiefly trufted, were converts to that ' 68
7· 

religion. Every great office in England, civil and military, was gradually tranf-
ferred from the Proteftants. Rochefter and Clarendon, the King's brothers-in-law, 
tho' they had been ever faithful to his interefts, could not, by all their fervices, at-
tone for their adherence to the national religion ; and had been difmiffed from 
their employments. The proftitute Jefferies himfelf, tho' he had facrlficed honour 
and juftice and humanity to the Court; yet becaufe he refufed aifo to give up his 
religion, was very faft declining in favour and intereft. Nothing now remained 
but to open the door in the church and univerfities to the intrufion of the Catho-
lics. It was not long before the King made this violent effort ; and by conftrain-
ing the prelacy and eftabliihed church to feek protection in the principles of liber-
ty, he at lafr left himfelf entirely without friends and adherents. 

FATHER Francis, a Benedictine, was recommended by the King's mandate to 
the univerfity of Cambridge for the degree of mafrer of arts ; and as it was ufual for 
the univerlity to confer that degree on perfons eminent for learning, without re
gard to their religion ; and as they had even admitted lately the fecretary to the 
ambaffador of Morocco ; the King on that account thought himfelf the better in
titled to compliance. But the univerfity conlidered, that there was a great differ
ence between a compliment beftowed on foreigners, and degrees which gave a title 
to vote in all the elections and decrees of the univerfity, and which, if conferred 
on the Catholics, would infallibly in time render that feet entirely fuperior. They 
therefore refufed to obey the King's mandate, and were cited to appear before the 
court of eccleliaftical commiffion. The vice-chancellor was fufpended ; but as 
the univerfity chafe a man of fpirit to fucceed him, the King thought proper for 
the prefent to drop his pretenlions. 

THE attempt upon the univerlity of Oxford was profecuted with more inflexible Attempt upon 

obftinacy, and was attended with more important confequences. This univerflty had M~gdale11 
lately in their famous decree made a folemn profeffion of paffive obedience; and the co.Jege. 

court probably expected, that they would ihow their fincerity, when their turn 
came to practife that doctrine; which, tho', if carried to the utmofr extent, it be 
contrary both to reafon and to nature, is apt to meet with the moft effectual oppo-
£tion from the latter principle. The prefident of Magdalen college, one of the 
richeft foundations in Europe, dying about this time, a mandate was fent in favour 
of Farmer, a new convert, but one, who, befides his being a catholic, had not in 
other refpects the qualities required by the ftatutes for enjoying that office. The 
fellows of the college made very fubmiffive applications to the King for recalling 
his mandate; but before they received an anfwer, the day came, on which, by 
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their ftatutes, they were required to proceed to an election. They therefore chofe 
Dr. Hough, a man of virtue, as well as of the firmnefs and vigour requifite for 
maintaining his own rights and thofe of the univerfity. In order to punifh the 
college for this contumacy, as it was called, an inferior ecclefiaftical commiffion 
was fent down, and the new prefident and the fellows were cited before that court. 
So lictle regard had been paid to any other confideration befides religion, that Far· 
mer, on enquiry, was found guilty of the lowefi: and moil: fcandalous vices ; info
much that even the ecclefian ical commiffioners were aihamed to infi£1:' on his elec
tion. A new mandate, therefore, was i!fued in favour of Parker, lately created 
bifhop of Oxford, a man of a profi:itute character, but who, like Farmer, attoned 
for all his vices by his avowed willingnefs to embrace the catholic religion. The 
college reprefented, that all prefidents had ever been appointed by election, and 
there were even few infi:ances of the King's interpofing by his recommendation in 
favour of any candidate ; that having already made a regular election of a prefi
dent, they could not, during his life, deprive him of his office, and fubfi:itute any 
other in his place ; that, even if there was a vacancy, Parker, by the ftatutes of 
their founder,, could not be chofen; that they had all of them bound the~feJves 
by oath to obferve thefe ftatutes, and never on any account to accept of a difpen
fation ; and that the college had at all times fo much diftinguilhed itfelf by its loy
alty, that nothing but the moft invincible neceffity could now oblige them to op
pofe his Majefl:y's inclinations. All thefe reafons availed them nothing. The 
prefident and all the fellows, except two who complied, were expelled the college; 
and Parker was put in po!feffion of the office. This act of violence, of all thofe 
committed during the reign of James, is perhaps the moil: illegal and arbitrary. 
When the difpenfing power was the moil: fl:renuouOy infifi:ed on by court lawyers, 
it had fl:ill been allowed, that the ftatutes, which regard private property, could 
not legal! y be infringed by that prerogative: Yet in this inftance it appeared, that 
even thefe were not now fecure from invaGon. The privileges of a college are 
attacked : Men are illegally difpo!feifed of their property, for adhering to their 
duty, to their oaths, and to their religion: The fountains of the church are at
tempted to be poifoned ; nor would it be long, it was concluded, ere all ecclefi
aftical, as well as ci vii preferments, would be befi:owed on fuch as, negligent of 
honour, virtue, and Gncerity, bafely facrificed their faith to the reigning fuperfi:i.:. 
tion. Such were the general fentiments; and as the univerfities have an intimate 
connexion with the ecclefiafi:ical eftabli!11ments, and mightily interefl: all thofe who 
have there received their education, this arbitrary proceeding begot an univerfal 
difconttnt again£1: the King's adminifi:ration. 

THE next meafure of the Court was an infult frill more open on the eccle
fiaftics, and rendered the breach between the King and that powerful body fatal, 

as 
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as well as incurable. Ic is ftrange, that James, when he felt, from the fentiments 
of his own heart, what a mighty influence religious zeal had over him, fhould yet 
be fo infatuated as never once to f~fpeB:, that it might poffibly have a proportional 
authority over his· fubjeCl:s. Could he have profited from repeated experience, he 
had feen inftances enough of their ftrong averfion towards that communion, 
which, from a violent, imperious difpoficion, h~ was determined, by every pof· 
fible expedient, to introduce into his kingdoms. 

THE King publiihed a fecond declaration of indulgence, almoil: in the fame 
terms with the former; and he fubjoined an order, that, immediately afcer divine 
fervice, it !hould be read by the clergy in all the churches. As they were known 
univerfally to difapprove of the ufe made of the fufpending power, this claufe, they· 
thought, could be meant only as an infult upon them ; and they were fenfible, 
that, by their compliance, they would expofe themfelves, both to public contempt, 
on account of their tame behaviour, and to public hatred, by their indireCtly patro
nizing fo obnoxious a prerogative *· They were determined, therefore, almofl: 
univerfally to preferve the regard of the people; their only protection, while 
the laws were become of fo little validity, and while the Court was fo deeply 
engaged in oppofite interefts. In order to encourage them in this refolution, fix. 
prelates, to wit, Lloyde bi!hop of St. Afaph, Ken of Bath and Wells, Turner 
of Ely, Lake of Chicheil:er, White of Peterborow, and Trelawney of BriftoJ,. 
met privately with the primate, and concerted the form of a petition to the King. 
They there reprefented in few words, that, tho' poffdfed of the higheil: fenfe· of 
loyalty,· a virtue of which the church of England had given fuch eminent tefti. 
monies; tho' defirous of affording eafe in a legal way to all Proteftant Diifenters; 
yet becaufe the declaration of indulgence was founded on a prerogative, formerly 
d~clared illegal by Parliament, they could not, in prudence, ho11our, orconfcience, 
fo far make themfelves parties as the diil:ribution of it all over the kingdom would 
be interpreted to amount to. They therefore befought the King, that he WDuld 
not infift upon their reading that declaration t, 

TI-n 

* When Charles diifolved his !aft Parl'iament, he fet forth a declaration giving his reafons for that 
meafure, and this declaration the clergy had been ordered to read to rhe pe·ople after divine fervire. 
Thefe orders were agreeable to their party prejudices, and they wiliingly fubmitted to them. The 
contrary was now the cafe. 

t The words of the petition were ~ That the great averfene(s found in themfelv"es to their difl:ri
buting and publifuing in all their churches your Majefty's late declaration for liberty of confcience,. 
~-oceeds neither from any want of duty and obedience to your Majell:y (our holy mother7 the church 
~England, being both in her principles and h.er confiant pratlice unq.ueftionably loyal, and having to 
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Chap. I. 
168)1, 
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THE King was incapable, not only of yielding to the greateft oppofition, but 
of allowing the flighteft and moft refpeEtful contradi&ion to pafs unpunifhed. He 
immediately embraced a refolution (and his -refolutions, when once embraced, 
were inflexible) of punilhing the bifhops, for a petition fo popular in its matter, 
and fo prudent and cautious in the expreffion. As the petition was delivered him 
in private, he fummoned them before the council; and there queftioned them 
whether they would acknowledge it. The bifh.ops faw his intention, and feemed 
long deflrous to decline anfwering: But being pufhed by the chancellor, they at 
laft owned the petition. On their refufal to give bail, an order was immediatelv 
drawn for their commitment to the Tower; and the Crown hwyers received dire~· 
tions to profecute them for the feditious libel, whicl1, it was pretended, the~ had 
compofed and uttered. 

THE people were already aware of the danger, to which the prelates were ex
pofed; and were raifed to the highefi: pitch of anxiety and attention with regard to 
the iffue of this extraordinary affair. But whc:n they beheld thefe fathers of the 
church brought from court under the cufi:ody of a guard, when they faw them 
embarked in veffels on the river, and conveyed towJ.LL the Tower, all their affec
tion for liberty, all their zeal for religion, blazed up at once; and they flew to be
hold this affecting and animating fpectacle. The whole !bore was covered with 
crowds of proftrate fpecrators, who at once implored the bleffing of thofe holy 
paftors, and addreffed their petitions towards Heaven for protection during this ex
treme danger, to which their country and their religion ftood expofed. Even the 
foldiers, feized with the contagion of the fame fpirit, flung themfelves on their 
knees before the diftreifed prelates, and era ved the benediction of thofe criminals, 
whom they were appointed to guard. Some perfons ran into the water, that they 
might participate more nearly of thofe bleffings, which the prelates were difi:ributing 
on all around them. The bifhops themfelves, during this triumphant fuffering, aug
mented the general favour, by the moft lowly fubmiffive deportment; and they ftill 

.her great honour been more than once publicly acknowleged to be fo by your gracious Majdl:y) nor 
yet from any want of tendernef; o Diffenters, in relation to whom we are willing to come to fuch a 

temper as !hall be thought fit, when the matter lhall be confidered and fettled in Parliament and Con

vocation. But among many o1her coofiderations, from this efpecially, becaufe that declaration is 
founded upon fuch a difpenfing power as hath been often declared illegal in Parliament, and particu
larly in the years 1 66z and 1 67z, and in the beginning of your M ajefty's reign, and is a matter of fo 
great moment and confequence to the whole nation both in church and ftate, that your petitioners 
cannot in prudence, honour, or confcience fo far ·make themfelves parties to it as a diflributicn of it all 
over lhe nation, and the folernn publication of it once and again, even in God's houfe, and in the time 

of divine fervicc, muft amoun~ to in common and reafonable conftruetion, 
exhorted 
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«xhorted the people to fear God, honour the King, and maintain their loyalty ; Chap. I. 
.r J68i, expreffions more animating than the moft inflammatory fpeeches. And no woner 

had they entered the precincts of the Tower than they hurried to chapel, in order 
to return thanks for thofe affiictions, which Heaven, in defence of its holy caufe, 
had thought them worthy to endure. 

THEIR paffage when conducted to their trial, was, if poffible, attended with tria!, 

greater crowds of anxious fpetl:ators. All men faw the dangerous crifis, to which 
affairs were reduced, and were fenfible, that the iffue could not poffibly be put on 
a more favourable caufe, than that in which the King had fo imprudently engaged. 
Twenty-nine temporal peers (for the other prelates ftood aloof) attended the 
prifoners to Weftminfler-hall; and fuch crowds of gentry followed the procef
fion, that fcarce any room was left for the populace to enter. The lawyers for 
the bilhops were Sir Robert Sawyer, Sir Francis Pemberton, Pollexfen, Treby, 
and Sommers. No caufe, even during the profecution of the popifh plot, was 
ever heard with fo much zeal and attention. The popular torrent, which, of 
itfelf, ran fierce and fl:rong, was now farther irritated by the oppofition of the 
government. 

THE council for the bilhops pleaded, that the law allowed fubjeCl:s, if they thought 
themfelves aggrieved in any particular, to addrefs themfelves by petition to the King, 
provided they kept within certain bounds, which the fame law prefcribed them, 
and which in the prefent petition the prelates had rigidly obferved: That an active 
obedience in cafes, which were contrary to cohfcience, was never pretended to be due 
to government ; and law was allowed to be the great meafure of the compliance 
and fubmiffion of fubjects : That when any perfon found commands to be im
pofed upon him, which he could not obey, it was more refpeCl:ful to offer to the 
Prince his reafons for refufal, than to remain in an obftinate and refractory filence : 
That it was no breach of duty in fubjetts, even tho' not expreny called upon, to 
difcover their fenfe of public meafures, in which every one had fo intimate a con
cern: That the bifhops in the prefent cafe were called upon, and muf1 either ex
prefs their approbation by compliance, or their difapprobation by petition : That 
it could be no [edition to deny the prerogative of fufpending the laws; becaufe 
there really was no fuch prerogative, nor ever could be, in a ll'gal and limited 
government: That even !f this prerogative was real, it had yet been frequently 
difputed before the whole nation, both in Wefrminfler-hall, and in both houfes 
of Parliament; and no one had ever dreamed of punifhing the denial of it as 
criminal: That the prelates, inftead of making any appeal to the people, had ap
plied in private to his Majefly~ and had even delivered their petition fo fecretJy, 

VoL; VI. G g g that 
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Chap. I. that except by the confeffion, extorted from them before the counci.l, it was found 
<6&8. impoffible to prove them the authors: And that tho' the petition was afterwards 

printed and difperfed, it was not fo much as attempted t:o be proved, that they 
had the leaft know lege of that: publication. 

THESE arguments were convincing in themfelves, and were heard with a very 
favourable difpofition by the audience. Even fome of the judges, tho" their feats 
were held dming pleafure, declared themfelves in favour of the prifoners. The 
jury however, from what caufe is not certainly known, took feveral hours to de

liberate, and kept, during fo long a time, the people in the moft anxious expec-
~7th of June. tation. But when the wifhed for verdict, not guilty, was at !aft pronounced, the 
~~~ ' . 
utheb.ilhops. intelligence was echoed thro the hall, was conveyed to the crowds wtthout, was 

carried into the city, and was propagated with infinite joy throughout the king:-

dom. 
EvER fince Monmouth's rebellion, the King had, every fummer, encamped his 

army on Hounflow-heath, that he might both improve their difcipline, and by 
fo unufual a fpeCl:acle over-awe the mutinous people. A popifh chapel was openly 
erected in the midft of the camp, and great pains taken, tho' in vain, to bring 
®ver the foldiers to that communion. The few converts, whom the priefts had 
made, were treated with fuch contempt and ignominy, as deterred every one from 
following the example. Even the IrHh officers, whom the King introduced into 
the army, ferved rather,. from the averfion borne them, to weaken his interefr 
among them. It happened that the very day, on which the bifhops' trial was 
finifhed, the King had reviewed the troops, and had retired into lord Feveriliam,. 
the general's tent; when he was furprifed to hear a great uproar in the camp,. 
attended with the moft extravagant fymptoms of tumul.tuary joy. He fuddenly, 
enquired the caufe, and was told by Feverfham, " It was nothing but there~ 
'' joicing of the foldiers for the acquittal of the bifhops.~ " Do you call that 
(<' nothing?'' replied he, " but fo. much the worfe for them." 

THE King was ftill determined to rufh forwards in the fame courfe, where he
was already, by his precipitate career, fo fatally advanced. Tho' he knew, that 
every order of men, except a handful of Catholics, were enraged at his paft 
meafures, and ftill more terrified with the future profpeB:; tho' he faw that the· 
fame difcontents had reached the army, his fole refource during the general dif
affeCl:ion : Yet was he incapable of changing his meafures, or even of remitting: 
his violence in the profecution of them. He !huck out two of the judges, Powel 
and Holloway,. who had appeared to favour the bifhops: He iffued orders to pro
$ec.u.te all thofe clergymen, who had not read his declaration ;. that is .. the whole· 

a chur{m 
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church of England, two hmdred excepted : He fent a ma-ndate to the new fel- Chap. l. 
lows, whom he had obtruded on Magdalen-college, to eleCt for prefident, in the I6E9. 

room of Parker, lately deceafed, one Gifford, a doctor of the Sorbonne, and 
titular bilhop of Madaura : And he is even faid to have nominated the fame per-
fan to the fee of Oxford. So great an infatuation is perhaps an object of compaf~ 
fion rather than of anger: And is really furprifing in a man, who, in other re-
fpecl:s, was not deficient in fenfe and accomplifhments. 

A FEW days before the acquittal of the bifhops, an event happened, whicb, in 1 oth of June,' 

the King's fentiments, much overbalanced all the mortifications, which he had Birth of the 
• r.. b h b d Prince of received on that occatton. The Q.yeen was roug t to e of a fon, who was Wales. 

baptized by the name of James. This bleffing was impatiently longed for, not 
only by the King and Q_yeen, but by all the zealous Catholics both abroad and at 
home. They faw, that the King was paft middle age; and that on his death the 
fucceffion muft devolve on the Prince and Princefs of Orange, two zealous Pro
teftants, who would foon replace every thing on the antient foundations. Vows 
therefore were offered at every fhrine for a male fucceffor : Pilgrimages were un
dertaken, particularly one to Loretto, by the dutchefs of Modena ; and fuccefs 
was chiefly attributed to chat pious journey. But in proportion as this event was 
agreeable to the Catholics, it encreafed the difguft of the Proteftants, by depriving 
them of that agreeable, tho' fomewhat diftant profpetl:, in which at prefent they 
flattered themfelves. Calumny even went fo far as to afcribe to the King the de-
fign of impofing on the world a fuppofititious child, who might be educated in his 
principles, and after his death fupport the Catholic religion in his dominions. The 
nation almoft univerfally believed him capable, from bigotry, of committing any 
crime; as they had feen, that, from like motives, he was guilty of every impru-
dence : And the affeCtions of nature, they thought, would be eafily facrificed to 
the fuperior motives of propagating a catholic and orthodox faith. The prefent 
occafion was not the firft, when that calumny had been propagated. In the year 
168 2, the ~een, then Dutchefs of York, had been pregnant ; ·and rumours 
were fpread, that an impofture would, at that time, be put upon the nation : But 
happily, the infant proved a female, and thereby fpared the party all the trouble 
of fupporting their improbable fiction t. 

t This ftory is taken notice of in a weekly paper, the Obfervator, publilhed at that very time, 
23d of Auguft, t6Sz. Party zeal is capable of [wallowing the moft incredible ftory; but it is furely 
fin gular, that the fame cah1mny, when once baffled, fhould yet be renewed with fuch fuccefs. 

Gggz CHAP, 
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C H A P. II. 

Con duE! of the frince of Orange.-He firms a league againfl Franct, 
-refufes to concur with the King,-refoh;es to oppofe the King, 
-is applied to by the Englijh-Coalition if parties.-Prince's 
preparations.-OJ!ers of France to the King,-rejeC!ed.-Sup
pofed league with France.-General difcontents.-'l'he King re
traC!s his meafures.-Prince' s declaration.--'The Prince lands in 
England.-General commotion.-Difertion if the army,--and 
if Prince George,--and of the Princifs Anne,-King's co7'!flerna
tion,-and jlight.-General conflflion,-King .feized at Fever
jham.-Second evqjion-.-King's charaC!er.-Convention fum
moned.-Settlement of Scotland.-Englijh convention meets.-
J7iews of the parties.-Pree coiference between the Hozifes.
Commons prevail.-Sett!ement of the Crown.--Manners and 
.fciences. 

Chap. u. wHILE every motive, civil and religious, concurred to alienate from the 
1688• King every rank and denomination of men, it might be expeCted, that 

his throne would, without delay, fall to pieces by its own weight: But fuch is the 
influence of eftablilhed government ; fo averfe are men from beginning hazardous. 
enterprizes; that had not the nati-on received fuccour from abroad, affairs might 
long have remained in their prefent delicate fituation, and the King might at laft 
have prevailed in his rafh, and ill concerted projeCts. 

Condua of THE Prince of Orange, ever fince his marriage with the Lady Mary, had main
the Prince of tained a very prudent conduCt; agreeable to that found underftanding, with which 
Orr.nge. he was fo eminently endowed. He made it a maxim to concern himfelf very little 

in Englifh affairs, and never by any meafure to difgull: any of the factions, or give 
urn brage to the Prince who filled the throne. His natural inclination, as well as his 
intereft, led him to employ himfelf with affiduous induftry in the affairs of the con
tinent, and to oppofe the grandeur of the French Monarch, againft whom he had· 

longl 
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long, both from perfonal and political confiderations, conceived the mofl: violent Chap. II. 

d .o. h · r688. animofity. By this con u~.-L, e gratified the prejudices of the whole Englifh 
nation : But as he croffed the inclinations of Charles, who fought peace by com-
pliance with France, he had much declined in the favour and affeCtions of that 

monarch. 
JAMES on his acceffion found it fo much his interefl: to live on good terms with 

the heir-apparent, that he fhowed the Prince fome demonfirations of friendfhip; 
and the Prince on his part was not wanting in every infiance of duty and regard 
towards the King. On Monmouth's invafion, he immediately difpatched over 
fix regiments of Britiih troops, which were in the Dutch fervice; and he offered 
to take the command of the King's forces againfl: the rebels. However much he 
might difapprove the maxims of the King's adminifl:ration, he ever kept a total 
Iilence on that fubjeCt, and gave no countenance to thofe difcontents, which were 
propagated with fuch indufiry throughout the nation. 

IT was from the application of James himfelf, that the Prince firfl: openly took 
any part in Englifh affairs. Notwithfl:anding the lofty ideas, which the King 
had entertained of his own prerogative, he found, that the ediCts, emitted from ir, 
ftill wanted much of the authority of laws, and that the continuance of them might 
in the iffue become dangerous, both to himfelf and to the Catholics, whom he de
fired to favour. An atl: of Parliament alone could enfure the indulgence or tole
ration, which he had laboured to eftabliih; and he hoped, that, if the Prince would 
declare in favour of that fcheme, the members, who had hitherto refifl:ed all his 
own applications, would at lafl: be prevailed with to adopt it. The confent there
fore, of the Prince to the repeal of the penal fl:atutes and of the tefl: was fl:rongly 
f~Iicited by the King; and in order to engage him to agree to that meafure, hopes 
were given t, that England would fecond him in all thofe enterprizes, which his 
aCtive and extenfive genius had with fuch fuccefs formed on the continent. 

THE Prince knew, that the Emperor and the King of Spain were enraged by the He r 
~ IOrm• a 

repeated injuries, which they had fL1ffered from the ambition of Lewis, and frill !tague againf'~,. 
more, by the frequent infults, which his pride had made them undergo. He was- France. 

apprized of the influence of thefe Monarchs over the catholic Princes of the empire :. 
He had himfelf obtained a great authority with the Protefl:ant Princes : And he 
formed a projetl: of uniting Europe in one general league againft the encroach-
ments of France, which feemed fo nearly to threaten the liberty and independanc~ 

of all its neighbours. 

t Burnet, voL i .. p. 7ll· D'Avaux, 15.th of April~ x68S~ 
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No characters are more incompatible than thofe of a conqueror and a perfecu
tor ; and Lewis foon found, that, befides his weakening France by the bani!h
ment of fo many ufeful fubjeCl:s, the refugees had enfiamed all the proteftant na
tions againft him, and had raifed him enemies, who, in defence of their religion 
as well as liberty, were obftinately refolved to oppofe his progrefs. The city of 
Amfterdam and other towns in Holland, which had before fallen into a dependance 
on France, being terrified with the accounts, which they every moment received, 
of the furious perfecutions againft the Hugonots, had now dropped all private 
factions, and had entered into an entire confidence with the Prince of Orange t. 
The proteftant Princes of the empire had formed a feparate league at Magdebourg 
for the defence of their religion. The Englifh were anew enraged at the blind 
bigotry of their Sovereign, and were difpofed to embrace the moft defperate refo
lutions againft him. From a view of the ftate of Europe during this period, it 
appears, that Lewis, befides fullying an illuftrious reign, had wantonly by this per
fecution raifed invincible barriers to his arms, which otherwife it had been very 
difficult, if not impoffible, to refift. 

THE Prince of Orange knew how to avail himfelf of all thefe advantages. By 
l1is intrigues and influence a league was formed at Aufbourg, where the whole 
empire united in its defence againfl: the French Monarch. Spain and Holland 
became parties in the alliance. The acceffion of Savoy was afterwards obtained. 
Sweden and Denmark feemed to favour the fame caufe. But tho' thefe numerous 
ftates compofed the greater part of Europe, the league was ftill deemed imperfetl: 
and unequal to its end; fo long as England maintained that neutrality, in which 
:fhe had hitherto perfevered. 

JAMES, tho' more prone to bigotry, was more fenfible to his own and to national 
honour than his brother; and had he not been confined by the former moti~e, 
he would have maintained with more fpirit the intereft and independance of his 
kingdoms. When a profpect, therefore, appeared of promoting his religious 
fthemes by oppofing the progrefs -of France, he was not averfe to that meafure; 
and he gave his fon-in-law room to hope, that, by concurring with his views in 
England, he might prevail with him to fecond thofe projects, which the Prince 
was fo ambitious of promoting. 

Refufes to 
concur with 
the King. 

A MORE tempting offer could not be made to a perfon of his enterprizing cha
racter: But the objections to that meafure, upon deliberation, appeared to him 
infuperable. The King, he obferved, had incurred the moft violent hatred of his 

t D'Avaux, Z4~h of July, I68x; xoth of June, l)th of oaober, llth of November~ x688, vol. 
iv. p. 30. 

OWiil 
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own fubjetl:s: Great apprehenfions were entertained of his defigns: The only re- Chap. II. 
fource, which the nation faw, was in the future fucceffion of the Prince and Princefs: 1688. 

Should he concm in thofe dreaded meafures, he would draw on himfelf a'l the 
odium, under which the King laboured: The nation might even refufe to bear the 
expence of alliances, which would in that cafe bt'come fo fufpicious: And he might 
himfelf incur danger of lofing a fucceffion, which was awaiting him, and which 
the egregious indifcretion of the King feemed even to give him hopes of reaping 
before it !hould devolve to him by the courfe of nature. The Prince, therefore, 
would go no farther than to promife his confent to the repeal of the penal ftatutes, 
by which the N onconformifts as well as Catholics were expofed to punifhment. 
The teft he efteemed a fecurity abfolutely requifite for the eftabli!hed religion. 

THE King did not remain fatisfied with a fingle trial. There was one Stuart, a 
Scots lawyer, who had been banilhed for treafonable practices ; but who had af
terwards obtained a pardon, and had been recalled. By the King's direcrions:o 
Stuart wrote feveral letters to penfionary Fagel, with whom he had contracted an 
acquaintance in Holland; and befides urging all the motives for an unlimited tole
ration, he defired, that his reafons !hould, in the King's name, be communicated to 
the Prince and Princefs of Orange. Fagel during a long time made no reply ; but 
finding, that his filence was conftrued into an affent, he at laft expreffed his own fen• 
timent and that of their Highneffes. He faid, that it was their fixed opinion, that nC> 
man, merely becaufe he differed from the eftablilhed faith, fhould ever, while he re
mained a peaceable fubjett, be expofed to any punifhment or even moleftation : 
That the Prince and Princefs of Orange gave heartily their confent for repealing 
legally all the penal ftatutes, as well thofe enacted againft the Catholics as againfl: 
the Proteftant N onconformifts ; and would concur with the King in any meafure 
for that purpofe. That the teft was not to be confidered as a penalty inflicted on 
the profdfors of any religion, but as a fecurity provided for the eftablifhed worfhip. 
That it was no punifhment on men to be excluded from public offices, and to live 
peaceably on their own revenues or induftry. That even in the United Provinc~7 
which were fo often cited as models of toleration,_ tho" all fects were admitted, yet 
civil offices were only enjoyed by the profeffors of the eftabli!hed religion. That 
military commands, indeed, were fometimes beftowed on Catholics; bm as they 
were conferred with great precaution, and ftill lay under the controul of the magi
fl:rate, they could give no juft reafon for umbrage. And that their Highneffes9 

however defirous of gratifying the King, and of endeavouri~, by every meansl)' 
to render his reign peaceable and happy, could not agree to any meafure,. whid1rc 
would expofe their religion to fuch imminent danger .. 
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Chap. TI. WHEN this letter was publifhed, as it foon was, it infpired great cou~age into the 
I
688• Protefrants of all denominations, and ferved to keep them united in their oppofi .. 

tion to the encroachments of the Catholics. On the other hand, the King, who was 
not contented with a fimple toleration for his own religion, but was refolved, that it 
ihould enjoy great credit, if not an abfolute fuperiority, was extremely difgufted, 
and took every occafion to exprefs his difpleafure, as well againft the Prince of 
Orange as the United Provinces. He gave the Algerine pyrates, who preyed 
on the Dutch, a reception in his harbours, and liberty to difpofe of their prizes. 
He revived fome complaints of the Eaft-India company with regard to the affair of 
Bantam t. He required the fix Britifh regiments in the Dutch fervice to be fent 
over. He began to put his navy in a formidable condition. And from all his 
movements, the Hollanders entertained apprehenfions, that he fought only an 
occafion and pretence for making war upon them. 

Refolves THE Prince in his turn refolved to pufh affairs with more vigour, and to pre
to. qppofe the ferve all the Englifh Proteftants in his interefts, as well as maintain them firm in 
Ktng. their prefent union againft the Catholics. He knew that the men of education in 

.fs applied to 
by the Eog
lifh. 

England were, many of them, retained in their religion more by honour than by 
principle :j: ; and that, tho' every one was afhamed to be the firft profelyte, yet, if 
the example was once fet by fome eminent perfons, intereft would every day make 
confiderable converfions to a communion, which was fo zealouily encouraged by 
the Sovereign. Dykvelt therefore was fent over as envoy to England; and the 
Prince gave him inftruetions, befides publicly remonftrating with the King on his 
conduCt both at home and abroad, to apply in his name, after a proper manner, 
to every feet and denomination. To the church party he fent affurances of favour 
and regard, and protefted, that his education in Holland had nowife prejudiced 
him againft epifcopal government. The N onconformifts he exhorted not to be 
deceived by the fallacious careffes of a popi!h Court, but to wait patiently, till, in 
the maturity of time, laws enaCted by Proteftants, fhould give them that tolera
tion, which, with fo much reafon, they had long claimed and demanded. Dyk
velt executed his commiffion with fuch dexterity, that all orders of men caft their 
eyes towards Holland, and expeCted thence a deliverance from thofe dangers, with 
which their religion and liberty were fo nearly threatened. 

MANY of the mofl: confiderable perfons, both in church and ftate, made fecret 
applications to Dykvelt, and tluo' him to the Prince of Orange. Admiral Her
bert too, tho' a man of great expence, and feemingly of little religion, had 
thrown up his employments, and retired to the Hague, where he affured the 

't D'Avaux, 21ft of January, 1687. t Burnet. 
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Prince of the difaffection of the feamen, by whom that admiral was extremely be
toved. Admiral Ruffel, coufin-german to the unfortunate lord of that name, 
paired frequently between England and Holland, and kept the communication 
open with all the great men of the proteftant party. Henry Sidney brother to 
Algernon, and uncle to the earl of Sunderland, came over under pretence of drink-
ing the waters at Spaw, and conveyed ftill f.l:ronger affurances of an univerfal 
combination againft the meafures of the King. Lord Dunblaine, fon to the earl 
of Danby, being mafter of a frigate, made feveral voyages to Holland, and car-
ried from many of the nobility tenders of duty, and even confiderable fums of 
money t, to the Prince of Orange. 

THERE remained, however, fome reafons, which retained all parties in awe, 
and kept them from breaking out into immediate violence. The Prince, on the 
one hand, was afraid of hazarding, by his invafion, an inheritance, which the laws 
enfured to the Princefs; and the Englilh Protefl:ants, on the other hand, from the 
profpect of her fLJcceffion, fl:ill entertained hopes of obtaining at laft a peaceable 
and a fafe redrefs of all their grievances. But when the Prince of Vvales was 
born, both the Prince and the Englilh nation were reduced to defpair, and faw 
no refource but in a confederacy for their mutual interefl:s. And thus the event 
which the King had fo long macle the object of his moil: ardent prayers, and 
from which he expected the firm efl:ablilhment of his throne, proved the imme
diate caufe of his ruin and downfal. 

ZuYLESTEIN, who had been fent over to congratulate the King on the birth of 
his fon, brought the Prince formal invitations from moft of the great men in Eng· 
lan_d, to aliifl: them, by his arms, in the recovery of their laws and liberty. The 
bilhop of London, the earls of Danby, Nottingham, Devonfhire, Dorfet, the 
duke of Norfolk, the marquefs of Hallifax, the lords Lovelace, Delamere, Pau
let, Eland, Mr. Hambden, Powle, Lefter, befides many eminent citizens of Lon
don ; all thefe perfons, tho' of the moil: oppofite parties, concurred in their appli-

Chap. H. 
1688. 

cations to the Prince. The Whigs, fuitable to their antient principles of liberty, Cralition of 
which had led them to attempt the exclufion bill, eafily agreed to oppofe a King, parties. 

whofe conduCt had verified whatever his worf1: enemies had prognofticated of his 
fucceffion. The Tories and the church-party, finding the1r paft fer vices forgotten, 
their rights invaded, their religion threatened, agreed to drop for the prtfent all 
over-ftrained doCtrines of fubmiffion, and attend to the great and powerful diCtates 
of nature. The Nonconformift-s, dr,ading the careffes of known and inveterate 
enemies, deemed the offers of toleration more fecure from a Prince, educated in 
thofe principles, and accuftomed to that praCtice. And thus all faction WJ.S for a 

t D'Avaux, If\h and 2fth of s~ptember, 8th and Isth of oaober, x688. 
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time Lid af1eep in England ; and rival parties, forgetting their animoGty, had fe
cretly conCln·;·ed in a defign of oppofing their unhappy and mifguided Sovereign. 
The earl of Shrewfbury, who had acquired great popularity by deferting, at this 
time, the Catholic religion, in which he had been educated, left his regiment, 
mortgaged his eftate for forty thoufand pounds, and made a tender of his fword 
and purfe to the Prince of Orange. Lord Whart9!1, notwithftanding his age and 
infirmities, had taken a journey for the fame purpofe. Lord Mordaunt was at the 
Hague, and pufhe,.~ on the enterprize with that ardent and courageous fpirit, for 
which he was fo eminent. Even Sunderland, the King's favourite minifter, is 
believed to have entered into a correfpondence with the Prince; and at the ex
pence of his own honour and his mafter's intererr, to have fecretly embraced a 
caufe, which, he forefaw, was likely foon to predominate t. 

THE Prince was eafily determined to yield to the applications of the EnglHh, 
and to embrace the defence of a nation, which, during its prefent fears and diftreffes, 
regarded him as its fole proteB:or. The great object .of his ambition was to be 
placed at the head of a confederate army, and by his valour to avenge the injuries, 
which himfelf, his country, and his allies had fuftained from the haughty Lewis. 
But while England remained under the prefent government, he defpaired of ever 
forming a league, which would be able, with any probability of fuccefs, to make 
oppofition againfl: that powerful Monarch. The tyes of affinity could not be fup
pofed to have great influence over a perfon of the Prince's rank and temper; much 
more, as he knew, that they were at firft unwillingly contraB:ed by the King, and 
nad never fince been cultivated by any eifential favours or good offices. Or lhould 
any reproach remain upon him for violating the duties of private life; the glory of 
delivering oppreffed nations would, he hbped, be able, in the eyes of all reafon
able men, to make ample compenfation. He could not well expect, on the com
mencement of his enterprize, that it would lead him to mount the throne of 
England: But he undoubtedly forefaw, that its fuccefs would eflablifh his autho
rity in that kingdom. And fo egregious was James's temerity, that there was 
no advantage, fo great or obvious, which that Prince's indifcretion might not 
afford his enemies. 

Tr-IE Prince of Orange, throughout his whole life, was peculiarly happy in the 
fituations, in which he was placed. He faved his own country from ruin, he 
reftored the liberties of thefe ·kingdoms, he fupported the general independency 

t D' Avaq_x was aLvays of that opinion. See his Negotiations 6th and zoth of May, 18th, 27th 
of Sept~mber, zzd of November, 1688. But it is pretended, that that lord always fuggefted mode
rate councils to the Kin;;; a furc prooft if true, of his fidelity. See his defence. 

of 
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of Europe. And thus, tho' his virtue, it is confeffed, be not the purefr, which Chap. n. 
we meet with in hiftory, it will be difficult to find any perfon, whofe actions and I688. 

condutl: have contributed more eminently to the general interefts of fociety and 
of mankind. 

THE time, when the Prince entered on his enterprize, was very well chofen ; Prince's pre

as the people were then in the higheft ferment, on account of the infult, which parationo. 

the imprifonment and trial of the bifhops had put upon the church, and indeed 
upon all the Proteftants of the nation. His method of conducting the prepara-
tions was no lefs wife and politic. Under other pretences, he had beforehand made 
confiderable augmentations to the Dutch fleet ; and the fhips were at that time 
lying in harbour. Some additional troops were alfo levied ; and fums of money, 
raifed for other purpofes, were diverted by the Prince to the ufe of this expedition. 
The ftates had given him their entire confidence; and partly from terror of the 
exorbitant power of France, partly from difguft at fome refiraints laid on their 
commerce in that kingdom, were fenfible how neceffary fuccefs in this enterprize 
was become to their domeftic happinefs and fecurity. Many of the neighbouring 
Princes regarded him as their guardian and proteCtor, and were guided by him 
in all their councils. He hdd conferences with Caftanag<'~, governor of the Spa-
nifh Netherlands, with the Eletl:ors of Brandenburgh and Saxony, with the Land-
grave of Heife-Caffel, with the whole houfe of Lunenbourg. It was agreed, that 
thefe Princes fhould replace the troops employed againfl: England, and fhould pro-
tetl: the United Provinces during the abfence of the Prince of Orange. Their 
forces were already on their march for that purpofe: A confiderable encampment 
of the Dutch army was formed near Nimeguen: Every place was in motion; and 
tho' the roots of this confpiracy reached from one end of Europe to the other, fo 
fecret were the Prince's councils, fo fortunate was the difpofition of affairs, that he 
frill could cover his preparations under other pretences ; and little fufpicion was 
entertained of his real intentions. 

THE King of France, menaced by the league of Aufbourg, had refolved to 
fhike the firft blow againfi the allies ; and having fought a quarrel with the Em
peror and the EleCl:or Palatine, he had invaded Germany with a great army, and 
had laid fiege to Philipfbourg. The Elector of Cologne, who was alfo Bifhop of 
Liege and Munfler, and whofe territories almoft entirely furrounded the United 
Provinces, had died about this time ; and the candidates for that rich fucceffion 
\vere Prince Clement of Bavaria, fupported by the houfe of Aufiria, and the car
dinal of Furftembourg, a prelate entirely dependant on France. The Pope, who 
favoured the allies, was able to throw the balance between the parties, and Prince 
Clement was chofen ; a circumftance which contributed extremely to the fecurity 
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Chap II. of the States. But as the cardinal kept poffeffion of many of the fortreffes, and 
IbSS. had applied to France for fuccours, the neighbouring territories were all in mo

tion ; and by this means the preparations of the Dutch and their allies feemed in
tended merely for their own defence againft the enterprizes of Lewis. 

ALL the artifices, however, of the Prince could not entirely conceal his real 
intentions from the fagacity of the French court. D' Avaux, Lewis's envoy at the 
Hague, had been able, by a comparifon of circuml.l:ances, to trace the purpofes of 
the preparations in Holland; and he inl.l:antly informed his mafter of the difcovery. 
Lewis conveyed the intelligence to James; and accompanied the information with 

Off'ers of a very important offer. He was willing to join a fquadron of French fhips to the 
~~ance to the Englilb fleet; and to fend over any number of troops, which James fhouldjudge 
I:..mg. requifite for his fecurity. When this propofal was rejeCted, he again offered to raife 

Rejected. 

the Gege of Philipfbourg, to march his army into the Netherlands, and by the 
terror of his arms to detain the Dutch forces in their own country. This pro
pofal met with no better reception. 

JAMES was nor, as yet, entirely convinced, that his fon-in-law intended an in-
vafion upon England. Fully perfuaded, himfelf, of the facrednefs of his own au
thority, he fancied, that a like belief had made deep impreffion on his fubjetl:s; and 
notwithftanding the ftrong fymptoms of difcontent which broke out, fuch an uni
verfal combination in rebellion appeared to him nowife credible. His army, in 
which he trul.l:ed, and which he had confiderably augmented, would be eafily able, 
he thought, to repel foreign force, and to fupprefs any fedition among the populace. 
A fmall number of French troops, joined to thefe, might tend only to breed dif
content; and afford them a pretence for mutinying againft foreigners, fo much fear
ed and hated by the nation. A great body of auxiliaries might indeed fecure him, 
both againft an invafion from Holland, and againft the rebellion of his own fub
jeets; but would be able afterwards to reduce him to total dependence, and render 
his authority entirely precarious. Even the French invafion of the Low Countries 
might be attended with very dangerous confequences ; and would fuffice, in thefe 
jealous times, to revive the old fufpicion of a combination againft Holland, and 
againft the proteftant religion ; a fufpicion, which had already produced fuch 
difcontents in England. Thefe were the views fuggefted by Sunderland ; and it 
muft be confeifed, that the reafons, on which they were founded, were fufficiently 
p!aufible; as indeed the fituation, to which the King had reduced himfelf, was, 
to the laft degree, delicate and perplexing. 

STILL L~,·;is was unwilling to abandon a friend and ally, whofe intereft he re· 
g 1rded as clofely con netted with his own. By the fuggefl:ion of Skelton, the King's 

minifter 
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minifter at Paris, orders were fent to D, Avaux to remonil:rate with the States in 
Lewis's name againfl: thofe preparations, which they were making to invade Eng
land. The fl:rict amity, faid the French minifl:er, which fubfifl:s between the two 
monarchs will make Lewis regard every attempt againfl: his ally as an act of hof
tility againfl: himfelf. This remonil:rance had a very bad effect, and put the 
States in a flame. What is this alliance, they afked, between France and Eng
land, which has been fo carefully concealed from us ? Is it of the fame nature 
with the former; meant for our defl:ruction and for the extirpation of the prate
Rant religion? If fo, it is high time for us to provide for our own defence, and to 
anticipate thofe projects, which are forming againfl: us. 

EvEN James was difpleafed with this officious fl:ep taken by Lewis for his fer
vice. He was not reduced, he faid, to the condition of the cardinal of Furfl:em
berg, and obliged to feek the protection of France. He recalled Skelton, and 
threw him into the Tower for his ralh conduct. He folemnly difavowed D'Avaux's 
memorial ; and protefl:ed, that no alliance fub.fifl:ed between him and Lewis:t but 
what was public and known to all the world t. The States, however, frill affeeted 
to appear incredulous on that article; and the Englilh extremely prepoifeffed 
againfl: their Sovereign, firmly believed, that a project was concerted with Lewis 
for their entire fubjection. Portfmouth, it was faid, was to be put into the hands 
of that ambitious monarch: England was to be filled with French and Irifu 
troops: And every man, who was not willing to embrace the Romifh fuperil:ition, 
was by thefe bigorted Princes devoted to fudden defi:ruction. 

THESE fugge.fl:ions were every where fpread abroad, and tended extremefy to aug
ment the difcontents, of which both the fleet and army, as well as the people, be
trayed every day the moil: evident fymptoms. The fleet had begun to mutiny ; 
becaufe Stricland, the admiral, a Roman Catholic, introduced the mafs aboard 
his fhip, and difmiffed the protdl:ant chaplain. It was with fome difficulcy they 
could be appeafed; and they .fl:ill perfiil:ed in declaring, that they would nor fight 
againfl: the Dutch, who.m they called friends and brethren; but would willingly en
gage the French, whom they regarded as national enemies. The King had intended 
to augment his army with Irifh recruits, and he refolved to try the experiment on 
the regiment of the Duke of Berwic, his natural fon; but Beaumont, the lieutenant
colonel, refufed to admit them; and to this oppo.fition five captains fl:eadil y ad-

t That there really was no new alliance formed between France and England appears both from 
Sunderland's apology, and fromD'Avaux's negotiations, lately publifhed: See Vol. IV. p. 18. Eng. 
Tranfiation. 2jth of s~ptember, I687· x6th of March, 6th of May, lOth of Augull:, zd, 23d• and 
Z4th of September, sth and ]th of OCtober, I Ith of November, !688. 

hercct 
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Chap. II. he red. They were all cafhiered; and had not the difcontents of the army on this 
168s. occafion become very apparent, it was refolved to have tried and punifhed thofe 

office'rs for mutiny. 

2 3d c/ Sep
tember. 

THE King made a trial of the difpofitions of his army, in a manner frill more 
undilguifed. Finding oppofition from all the civil and ecclefiaftical powers of the 
kingdom, he refolved to appeal to the military, who, iftwanimous, were able alone 
to ferve all his purpofes, and enforce univerfal obedience. His intention was to 
engage all the regiments one after another, to give their confent to the repeal of 
the teft and penal ftatutes; and accordingly the major of Lichfield's drew out the 
battalion before the King, and told them, that they were required either to enter 
into his Majefty's views, in thefe particulars, or to lay down their arms. The King 
'Yas furprized to find, that, two captains and a few popifh foldiers excepted, the 
whole batta~ion immediately embraced the latter part of the alternative. For fome 
time, he remained fpeechlefs; but having recovered from his aftonifhment, he 
commanded them to take up their arms; adding with a fllllen, diicontenred air, 
" That for the fllture, he would not do them the honour to afk their advice.'' 

WHILE the King was difmayed with thefe fymptoms of general difaffecrion, he 
received a letter from the marquefs of Albeville, his minifter at the Hague; which 
informed him with certainty that he was foon to look for a powerful invafion from 
Holland, and that Penfionary Fagel had at lafl: acknowleged, that the fcope of all 
the Dutch preparations was to tranfport forces into England. Tho' James could 
reafonably expect no other intelligence, he was aftonifhed at the news: He grew 
pale, and the letter dropped from his hand : His eyes were now opened, and he 
found himfelf on the brink of a frightful precipice, which his delufions had hitherto 
concealed from him. His minifl:ers and counfellors, equally aftonifhed with him-

The King re- felf, fa w no refource but in a fudden and precipitant retraction of all thofe fatal 
tradfs his rneafures, by which he had created himfelf fo many enemies, foreign and domefric. 
mea 1.ues, • ,_ D h d cr. d · II' · h 1 c He pa1d court to tne utc., an ouere to enter Into any a tance Wit t 1em 10r 

common fecurity: He replaced in all the counties the deputy-lieutenants and juf
tcces who had been deprived of their commiffions for their adherence to the tefr and 
the penal laws: He ref1ored the charters of London and of all the corporations: 
He annulled the court of ecclefiafl:ical commiffion: He took off the biihop of Lon
don's fufpenfion: He re-inftated the expelled prefident and fellows of Magdalen 
college: And he was even reduced to carefs thofe billiops, whom he had fo lately 
profecuted and infulted. All thefe meafures were regarded as fymptoms of fear, 
not of repentance. The bilhops, infl:ead of promifing fllccour, or fuggefiing com
fort, re-capitulated to him all the inftances of his mal-adminiftration, and advifed 
bim thenctforwc:rds to follow more fallltary council. And as intelligence arrived of 
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a great difafier which had befallen the Dutch fleet, it is commonly believed, that Chap. II. 
the King recalled, for fome time, the conceffions, which he had ordered to be I688. 

made to Magdalen college : A very bad fign of his fincerity in his other concef-
fions. Nay, fo prevalent were his unfortunate prepoffeffions, that, amidft all his 
prefent diftreffes, he could not forbear at the baptifm of the young Prince, from 
appointing the Pope to be one of the godfathers. 

THE report, that a fuppofititious child was to be impaled on the nation, had been 
widely fpread, and greedily received, before the Prince of Wales's birth: But th(t 
King, who, without feeming to take notice of the matter, might eafily have quafhed 
that .ridiculous rumour, had, from an ill· timed haughtinefs, totally negleCted it. He 
difdained, he faid, to fatisfy thofe, who could deem him capable of fo bafe and 
villainous an aCtion. Finding that the calumny frill gained ground, and had 
made deep impreffion on his fubjeB:s, he was now obliged to fubmit to the mor
tifying office of afcertaining the reality of that birth. Tho' no particular attention 
had been beforehand given to enfure proof, the evidence, both of the ~een's 
pregnancy, and delivery, was rendered indifputable; and fo much the more, as 
no argument or proof of any importance, nothing but popular rumour and fur
mize, could be thrown into the oppofite fcale. 

MEANWHILE, the Prince of Orange's declaration was difperfed over the king· Princ~'s de~ 
dom, and met with univerfal approbation. All the grievances of the nation were G!aratwn. 

there enumerated: The difpenfing and fufpending power; the court of ecclefiaf-
tical commiffion ; the filling all offices with Catholics, and the raiGng a jefuit to 
be a privy-counfellor; the open encouragement given to popery, by building every 
where churches, colleges, feminaries for that feet; the difplacing of judges, if they 
refufed to give fentence according to orders, received from Court ; the annulling 
the charters of all the corporations, and the fubjeeting the election of members to 
arbirrary will and pleafure; the treating petitions, even the moft modefr, and from 
perfons of the highefr rank, as criminal and feditious; the committing the whole 
authority of Ireland, civil and military, into the hands of papifts; the aiTc~ming 
an abfolute power over the religion and laws of Scotland, and openly exading in 
that kingdom an obedience without referve; and the violent prefumptions againft 
the legitimacy of the Prince of Wales. In order to redrefs all thefe grievances, the 
Prince faid, that he intended to come over into England with an armed force, which 
might protect him from the King's evil counfellors: And that his fole aim w<1s to 
have a legal and free Parliament fummoned, who might provide for the fafety and 
liberty of the nation, as well as examine the proofs of the Prince of Wales's legi-
timacy. No-one, he added, could entertain fuch hard thoughts of him as to ima~ 

tl;lne, 
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gine, that he had formed other defigns than to procure the full and laO:ing fettle
ment of the religion, liberty, and property of the fubjetl:. The force, which he 
intended to bring with him, was totally difproportioned to any views of conqueft; 
and it were abfurd to fufpeCl:, that fo many perfons of high rank, both in church 
and ftate, would have given him fo many folemn invitations for fuch a pernicious 
purpofe. Tho' the Englifh minifters, terrified with his enterprize, had pretended 
to red refs fome of the grievances complained of; there frill remained the foundation 
of all grievances, that upon which they could in an inftant be again ereCted, an arbi
trary and defpotic power in the Crown. And for this ufurpation there was no poffible 
remedy, but by a full declaration of all the rights of the fubject in a free Parliament:. 

So well concerted were the Prince's meafures, that, in three days, above four 
hundred tranfports were hired; the army quickly fell down the rivers and canals 
from Nimeguen ; the artillery, arms, ftores, horfes were embarked ; and the 

21 A: of oao- Prince fet fail from Helvoet-Sluice, with a Beet of near five hundred veffels, and 
~~ 1 H fi an army of above fourteen t 10ufand men. e rft encountered a ftorm, wh!ch 

drove him back : But his lofs being foon repaired, the Beet put to fea under the 
command of admiral Herbert, and made fail with a fair wind towards the weft of 
England. The fame wind detained the King's fleet in the river, and enabled the 
Dutch to pafs the Straits of Dover without moleftation. Both fuores were covered 
with multitudes of people, who, befides admiri~g the grandeur of the fpeCl:acle, 
were held in anxious fufpence by the profpeEt of an enterprize, the moil: important, 
which, during fame ages, had been undertaken in Europe. The Prince had a 
profperoos voyage, and landed his army fafely in Torbay· on the fifth of Novem
ber, the anniverfary of the gun-powder treafon. 

THE Dutch army marched firfl: to Exeter ; and the Prince's declaration was 
there publifhed. That whole county was fo terrified with the executions, which 
had enfued upon l\1onmouth's rebellion, that nobody for feveral days joined the 
Prince. The bilhop of Exeter in a fright Bed to London, and carried to Court 
intelligence of the invafion. As a reward of his zeal, he received the archbiihop
ric of York, which had long been kept vacant, with an intention, as was uni
verfaliy believed, of beflowing it on fome Catholic. The firfl: perfon who joined 
the Prince, was major Burrington ; and he was quickly followed by the gentry 
of the counties of Devon and Somerfet. Sir Edward Seymour made propofa1s 
for an aifociation, which every one Ggned. By degrees, the earl of Abington, 
Mr. Ruifel, ion to the earl of Bedford, Mr. Wharton, Godfrey, Howe came to 

General com- Exeter. All England was in commotion. Lord De Iamere took arms in Chelhirr, 
motion. the earl of Danby feized York, the earl of Bath governor of Plymouth, de-

clared 
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dared for the Prince, the earl of Devon.ihire made a like declaration in Derby. Chap. 11. 

f N 1688. The nobility and gentry o ottingham embraced the fame caufe ; and every day 
there appeared fame effeCt of that univerfal combination, into which the nathn had 
entlered againft the meafures of the King. Even thofe who took not the field 
againft him, were able to embarrafs and confound his councils. A petition for a 
free parliament was figned by twenty-four bi!hops and peers of the greateft di
fil:inctio.n, and was prefented to the King. No one thought of oppofition or re
fiftance againft the invader. 

BuT the moft dangerous fymptom was the difaffetlion, which, from the general Defertion of 

fpirit of the nation., not from any particular reafon, had crept into the army. The the army.. 

officers feemed all difpofed to prefer the interefts of their country and of their re-
ligion before thofe principles of honour and ·fidelity, which are commonly efteemed 
the moft facred tyes by men of that profeffion. Lord Colchefter, fon to the earl 
of Rivers, was the firft officer, who deferted to the Prince; and he was attended 
by a few of his troops. Lord Lovelace made a like effort; but was intercepted by 
·the militia under the duke of Beaufort, and taken prifoner: Lord Cornbury, fon 
to the earl of Clarendon, was more fuccefsful. He attempted to carry over three 
'regiments of cavalry ; and he actually brought a confiderable part of them to the 
Prince's quarters. Several officers of difi:inction informed Feverlham, the general, 
.that they could not in confcience fight againft the Prince of Orange. 

LoRD CHuRCHHILL had been r.aifed from the rank of a page, had been invefl:ed 
with a high command in the army, had been created a peer, and had owed his 
whole fortune to the King's bounty: Yet even this perfon could refolve, during 
the prefent extremity, to defert his unhappy mafter, who had ever repofed entire 
i:Onfidence in him. He carried with him the duke of Grafton, natural fon to the 
late King, colonel Berkeley, and fome troops of dragoons. This conduCt was a 
fignal facrifice to public virtue of every duty in private life; and required for ever 
after, the moit upright, the moil: difinterefl:ed, and the mofl: public-fpirited beha
-viour to render it jufiifiable. 

THE King had arrived at SJliihury, the head quarters of his army, when he 
r-eceived this fatal news. That Prince, tho' a fevere enemy, had ever appeared a 
warm, fteady, and fincere friend; and he was extremely !hocked with this, as 
well as with many other infl:a:nces Qf ingratitude, to which he w.as now expofed. 
There remained none, in whom he could confide. As the whole army had dif
covered fymptoms of difcontent, he concluded it full of treachery; and being 
·deferted by tbofe whom he had moil: favoured and obliged, he no longer expected 
•hat _(i)thers would hazard their lives in his fervice. During thi~difl:ratlion and per- zsth ofNC~-

VoL. Vl. I i i plexity, vember, 
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Chap. 11. plexity, he embraced a fudden refolution of drawing off his army, and retiring to.: 
J683. fc b c wards London : A meafure, which could erve only to etray his 1ears, and pro-

voke farther treachery. 

BuT Churchhifl had prepared a ftill more mortal blow for his diftreft benefac
tor. His lady and he had an entire afcendant over the family of Prince George of 
Denmark; and the time now appeared feafonable for overwhelming the unhappy 
King, who was already ftaggering with the violent !hocks, which he had received. 
Andover was the firft ftage of his M ajefty's retreat towards London ; and there, 

and of Prince Prince George, together with the young duke of Ormond, Sir George Huet, and 
George, fome other perfons of diftinB:ion, deferted him in the night-time, and retired to the 

Prince's camp. No fooner had this news reached London, than the Princefs 
and ef the Anne, pretending fear of the King's difpleafure, withdrew herfelf in the company 
Princef,Anne. of the bifhop of London and lady Churchhill. She fled to Nottingham ; where 

the earl of Dorfet received her with great refpeB:, and the gentry of the county 
quickly formed a troop for her protection. 

THE late King, in order to gratify the nation, had entrufted the education of 
his nieces entirely to Proteftants ; and as thefe Princeffes were deemed the chief 
refource of the eftabliihed religion after their father's defetl:ion, great care had 
been taken to inftill into them, from their earlieft infancy, the ftrongeft prejudices 
againft popery. During the violence too of fuch popular currents, as now pre
vailed in England, all private confiderations are commonly loft in the general paf
fion ; and the more principle any perfon poffeffes, the more apt is he, on fuch oc
cafions, to neglect and abandon his domeftic duties. Tho' thefe caufes may ac
count for the Princefs's behaviour, they had no way prepared the King to expect fa 
aftonifhing an event. He buril: into tears, when the firft intelligence of it was con-

King's con.- veyed to him. Undoubtediy he forefaw in this incident the total expiration of his 
-iernation, royal authority : But the nearer and more intimate concern of a parent laid hold 

of his heart ; when he found himfelf abandoned in his uttermoft diftrefs by a child, 
and a virtuous child, whom he had ever regarded with the moft tender affetl:ion. 
" God help me," cried he, in the extremity of his agony, " my own children 
~' have forfaken me!" It is indeed fingular, that a Prince, whofe chief bJam..e 
confifted in imprudences and mifguided principles, ihould be expofed, from reli
gio~ antipathy, to fuch treatment, as even Nero, Domitian, or the moft enor
mous tyrants, that have difgraced the records of hiftory, never met with from 
their friends and family. 

So violent were the prejudices, which at this time prevailed, that this unhappy 
father, who had been deferted by his favourite child, was believed, upon her dii-
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appearance, to have put her to death : And it was fortuna~;- that the truth was 
timely difcovered; otherwife the populace, even the King's guards themfelves, 
might have bee.n engaged, in revenge, to commence a malfacre of the priefts and 
Catholics. 

THE King's fortune now expofed him to the contempt of his enemies; and his 
behaviour was not fuch as could procure him the efreem of his friends and adhe
rents. Unable to refiil: the torrent, he preferved not pre fence of mind in yielding 
to it; but feemed in this emergence as much depreffed with adverfity, as he had 
before been vainly elated by profperity. He called a council of all the peers and 
prelates who were in London; and followed their advice in iffuing writs for a new 
Parliament, and in fending Halifax, Nottingham, and Godolphin, as commiffion
ers to treat with the Prince of Orange. But thefe were the Jail: atl:s of royal au
thority which he exerted. He even hearkened to imprudent council, by which he 
was prompted to defert the throne, and to gratify his enemies beyond what their 
fondeil: hopes co.uld have promifed them. 

THE ~een, obferving the fury of the people; and knowing how much lhe was 
the objeCt of general hatred, was ihuck with the deepeil: terror, and began to ap
prehend a parliamentary impeachment, from which, lhe was told, the ~eens of 
England were· not exempted. The popiih courtiers, and above all, the priefrs, 
were aware, that they would be the firil: facrifice, and that their perpetual banilh
rnent was the fmalleil: penalty, which they muil: expeCt from national refentment. 
They were therefore defirous of carrying the King along with them ; whofe pre
fence, they knew, would frill be fame refource and proteCtion to them in foreign 
countries, and whofe reil:oration, if it ever happened, would again re-inflate them 
in power and authority. The general defeCtion of the Proteilants made the King 
regard the Catholics, as his only fubjetl:s, on whofe council he could rely; and 
the fatal cataftrophe of his father afforded them a plaufible reafon for making 
him apprehend a like fate. The infinite difference of circumftances was not, 
during men's prefent diil:raB:ion, fufficiently weighed. Even after the people 
were inflamed by a long civil war, the execution of Charles the firft could not be 
deemed a national deed: It was perpetrated by a fanatical army, pufhed on by a 
daring and enthufiaftic leader; and the whole kingd0m had ever enterta.ined, and 
did frill entertain, a moil: violent abhorrence againfl: that enormity. The fituation 
of public affairs, therefore, no more refembled what they were forty years before, 
than the Prince of Orange, either in birth, charaCter, fortune, or connexions, 
could be fuppofed a parallel to Cromwel. 
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THE emi:lfaries of France, and among the reft, Barillon, the French ambaffa
dor, were bufy about the King; and they had entertained a very falfe notion, 
which they inftilled into him, that nothing would more certain! y retard the pub he 
fettlement, and beget univerfal confufion, than his defertion of the kingdom. The 
Prince of Orange had with good reafon embraced a contrary opinion; and he 
deemed it extremely difficult to find expedients for fecuring the nation, fo long 
as the King kept poffeffion of the crown. Atl:uated, therefore, by this public mo
tive, and no lefs, we may well prefume, by private ambition,, he was determined 
to ufe every expedient, which might intimidate the King, and make him deferc 
that throne, which he himfelf was atone enabled to fill. He declined a perfonal 
conference with the King's commiffioners, and fent the earls of Clarendon and Ox
ford to treat with them : The terms, which he propofed, implied almoft a prefent 
participation of the fovereignty : And he ftopped not a moment the march of his 
army towards London. 

THE news, which the King received from all quarters, helped to continue the 
pttnic, into which he was falhm, and which his enemies expetted to improve to 
their advantage. Colonel Capel, deputy-governor of Hull, made himfelf mafter 
of that important fortrefs ; and threw into prifon lord Langdale, the governor, a 
Catholic; together with lord Montgomery, a nobleman of the fame religion. The 
town ofNewcaftle received the lord Lumly, and declared for the Prince of Orange 
and a free Parliament. The duke of Norfolk, lord lieutenant of the county of that 
name, engaged it in the fame meafure. The Prince's declaration was read at Ox
ford by the duke of Ormond, and was received with great applaufe by that loyal 
U niverfity, who alfo made an offer of their plate to the Prince. Every day, fome 
perfon of quality or diftinB:ion, and among the reft, the duke of Somerfet, went 
over to the enemy. A very violent declaration was difperfed in the Princes name,. 
but not with his participation; in which every one was commanded to feize and pu
nifh all papifts, who, contrary to law, pretended either to carry arms, or exercife any 
atl: of authority. It may not be unworthy of notice, that a merry ballad, called Lil
liballero, being at this time publifhed in derifion of the Papi-fts and the Irilh, it was 
greedily received by the people, and was univerfally fung by all ranks of men, even 
by the King's army, who were ftrongly feized with the national fpirit. This inci
dent both difcovered, and ferved to encreafe, the general difcontent of the kingdom& 

THE contagion of mutiny and difobedience had alfo reached S~otland, whence
the regular forces, contrary to the advice of Balcarras, the treafurer, were with· 
drawn, in order to re-inforce the Englifh army. The marquefs of Athole, to
gether with the vifcount Tarbat1 and others, finding the opportunity favourable,. 

2. began 



J A M E S U. 

began to form intrigues again!l: Perth, the chancellor; and the Prefbyterians and Chap. II. 
I63S. 

other malecontents flocked from all quarters to Edinburgh. The chancellor, ap-
prehenfive of the confequences, found it expedient to withdraw; and the populace, 
as if that event were a fignal for their infurrection, immediately rofe in arms, and 
rifled the popifh chapel in the King's palace. All the Catholics, even all the 
zealous Royali!l:s, were obliged to conceal themfelves; and the privy council, 
inftead of their former fubmiffive firains of add refs to the King, and violent edicts 
again!l: their fellow-fubjects, now made applications to the Prince of Orange, as 
the fole re!l:orer of law and liberty. 

THE King every moment alarmed, more and more, with thefe proofs of a ge
neral difaffection, not daring to repofe tru!l: in any but thofe who were expofed to 
more danger than himfelf, agitated by indignation towards ingratitude, by difdain 
of infidelity, impelled by his own fears and thofe of others, precipitantly embraced 
the refolution of withdrawing to France; and he fent off beforehand the ~1een and 
the infant Prince, under the conduCt of count Lauzun, an old favourite of the 
French Monarch. He himfelf difappeared in the night-time, attendc'd only by and flight. 

Sir Edward Hales, a new convert; and made the beft of his way to a fhip, which Izthb of De .. 

waited for him near the mouth of the river. As if this meafure had not been the cem er. 

moft grateful to his enemies of any which he could adopt, he had carefully con-
cealed his intention from all the world ; and nothing could equal the furprife,. 
which feized the city, the court, the kingdom, upon difcovery of this ftrange 
event. Men beheld, all on a fudden, the reins of government thrown up by the 
hand which held them ; and faw none, who had any right, or even pretenfion, 
to take ooffeffion of them . 

.L 

THE more effetl:ually to involfe every thing in confufion, the King appointed 
not any one, who fhould, in his abfence, exercife any part of the adminiftration; 
he threw the great feal into the river; and he recalled all thofe writs, which had 
been iffued for the elet.tions of the new Parliament. It is often fuppofed, that the 
fole motive, which impelled him to this fudden defertion, was his reluerance to meet 
a free Parliament, and his refolution not to fubmit to thofe terms, which his fubjeB:s 
would deem requifite for the fecurity of their liberties and their religion. Bm it 
mull: be confidered, that his fubjeB:s had fi.r!l: deferted him, and entirely loft his 
confidence ; that he might reafonably be fuppofed to entertain fears for his liberty, 
if not for his life ; and that the conditions would not probably be moderate, which 
the nation, fenfible of his inflexible temper, enraged with the violation of their 
laws and the danger of their religion, and forefeeing his refentment on account of 
their paft oppofition, would, in his prefent circumftances, exaCt from him. 

B1r 
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BY this tempor!ry cliffolution of government, the populace were now maA:ers; 
and there was no cliforder, which, during their prefent ferment, might not be 
dreaded from them. They rofe in a tumult and deftroyed all the mafs-houfes. 
They even attacked and rifled the houfes of the Florentine envoy and Spanilh am
baffador, where many of the Catholics had lodged their moft valuable effects. 
Jefferies, the chancellor, who had difguifed himfelf, in order to fly the kingdom, 
was difcovered by them, and fo abufed, that he died in a little time afterwards. 
Even the army, which fhould have fuppreffed thofe tumults, would, it was appre
hended, ferve rather to encreafe the general diforder. Feverfham had no fooner 
heard of the King's retreat, than he difbanded the troops in the neighbourhood, 
and without either difarming or paying them, let them loofe to prey upon the 
'COUntry. 

IN this extremity, the bifhops and peers, who were in town, being the only re
maining amhority of the ftate (for the privy council, compofed of the King's 
creatures, was totally difregarded) thought proper to affemble, and to interpofe 
for the prefervation of the community. They chafe the marquefs of Halifax their 
fpeaker : They gave diretlions to the mayor and aldermen for keeping the peace of 
the city : They iffued orders, which were readily obeyed, to the fleet, the army, 
and all the garrifons : And they made ap{tlications to the Prince, whofe enterprize 
they highly applauded, and whofe fuccefs they joyfully congratulated. 

THE Prince on his part was not wanting to the tide of fuccefs, which flowed in 
U;pon him, nor backward in affuming that authority, which the prefent exigency 
had put into his hands. Befides the general popularity, attending his caufe, a new 
incident made his approach to London ilill more welcome. In the prefent trepida
tion of the people, a rumour arofe, either from chance or defign, that the difband
ed Irifh had taken arms, and had commenced an univerfal maffacre of all the Pro
.teilants in England. This ridiculous belief was fpread all over the kingdom on 
one day ; and begot every where the deepeft confternation. The alarum bells were 
rung; the beacons fired ; men fancied that they faw at a diA:ance the fmoke of 
the burning cities, and heard the groans of thofe who were fiaughtered in their 
neighbourhood. It was furprifing, that the Catholics did not all perilh, in the 
rage which naturally fucceeds fuch popular panics. 

WHILE every one, either from principle, intereft, or animofity, turned their 
back on the unhappy King, who had abandoned his own caufe, the unwelcome 

i{i,g feized new~ arriv.ed, that ~e h~d b.een feized by the populace at Feverlham, while he was 
at Feverfham. makmg h1s efcape m d1fgmfe ; that he had been very much abufed, till he was 

known ; but that the gentry had then interpofed and protected him, tho' they frill 
refufed 
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refufed tq confent to his efcape. This intelligence threw all parties into confufion. 
The Prince fent Zuyleftein with orders, that the Ki:ng fhould approach no nearer 
than Rochefter; but the meffage came too late. He was already arrived in Lon
don, where the populace, moved by compaffion for his unhappy fate, and actuated 
by their own levity, had received him with !bouts and acclamations. 

DuRING the King's abode at Whitehall, little attention was paid him by the 
nobility or any perfons of difrinCl:ion. They had, all of them, been previoufly 
difgufted on account of his blind partiality to the Catholics; and they knew, that 
they were now become more criminal in his eyes by their late public applications to 
the Prince of Orange. He himfelf fhewed not any fymptoms of fpirit, nor dif

·covered any intention of refuming the_ reins of government, which he had once 
thrown afide. His authority was now plainly expired ; and as be had exercife.d 
his power, while poifeifed of it, with very precipitant and haughty councils, he 
relinquifhed it by a defpair, equally precipitant and pufillanimous. 

NoTHING remained for the now ruling powers but to deliberate how they fhould 
difpofe of his perfon. Befides, that the Prince may juftly be fuppofed to have 
poifeifed more generofity than to think of offering violence to any unhappy Mo
narch, fo nearly related to him, he knew, that nothing would fo effeCt:uaHy pro
mote his own views as the King's retreat into France, a country at all times fo ob
noxious to the Englifh. It was determined, therefore, to pulh him into that mea
fure, which, of himfelf, he feemed fufficiently inclined to embrace. The King 
having fent lord Feverfham on a civil meJiage to the Prince, defiring a conference 
for an accommodation in order to the public fettlement, that nobleman was pu-t in 
arreft, under pretence of his wanting a paJiport : The Dutch guards were ordered 
to take poffeffion of Whitehall, where the King then lodged, and to difplace tht! 
Englifh: And Halifa~, Shrewfbury, and Delamere, brought a meJiage from the 
Prince, which they delivered to the King in bed after midnight, ordering him to 
leave his palace next morning, and depart for Ham, a feat of the dutchefs of 
Lauderdale's. He defired permiffion, which was eafily granted, of retiring to Ro
chefter, a town near the fea-coaft. It was perceived, that the artifice had taken~ 

effect; and that the King, terrified with this harfh treatment, had renewed his for-
. mer refolution of leaving the kingdom. 

HE lingered, however, fome days at Rochefter, under the proteCtion of a Dutch 
guard, and feemed defirous of an invitation frill to keep poJieffion of the throne .. 
He was undoubtedly fenGble, that, as he had, at firft, trufted too much to his, 
people's loyalty, and in confidence of their fubmiffion, had offered the highefl: vio
lence to their principles and prejudices; fo had he, at laft, on finding his difappoint-
ment, gone too far into the other extreme,. and had ha.flily fuppofed them vo.id. 
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of all fenfe of duty or allegiance. But obferving, that the church, tlre nobility, 
the city, the country, all concurred in negletl:ing him, and leaving him to his own 
councils, he fubmitted to his melancholy fate ; and being urged by earnefl: letters 
from the ~een, he privately embarked on board a frigate which waiood for him, 
and he arrived fafely at Ambleteufe in Picardy, whence he haftened to St. Germains. 
Lewis received him with the higheft generofity, fympathy, and regard; a .con
duet, which, more than his moft fignal viCtories, contributes t.o the honour of that 
great Monarch. 

THus ended the reign of a Prince, whom, if we confider his perfonal characber 
rather than his public conduCt, we may fa:fely pronounce to have been more unfor
tunate than criminal. He had many of thofe qualities which form a good citizen : 
Even fome of thofe, which, had they not been [wallowed up in bigotry and arbi
trary principles, ferve to compofe a good fovereign. In domeftic life, his conduCt 
was irreproachable, and is intitled to our approbation. Severe, but open in his 
enmities, fteady in his councils, diligent in his fchemes, brave in his enterprizes, 
faithful, finrere, and honourable in his dealings with all men : Such was the cha. 
racter, with which the duke of York mounted the throne of England. In that 
high ftation, his frugality of public money was 'remarkable, his induftry exemplary, 
his application to naval affairs fuccefsful, his encouragement oftrade judicious, .his 
jealou!y of national honour laudable: What .then was wanting to make him an ex
celient Sovereign ? A due regard and affeCtion t.o the rdigion and conftitution of 
his country. Had he been poffeffed of this effential quality, even his midling ta
lents, aided by fo many virtues, would have rendered his reign honourable and 
happy. When it was wanting, every excellency, which he poffeffed, became dan
gerous and pernicious to his kingdoms. 

THE fincerity of this Prince (a virtue, on which he highly valued himfelf) has 
been much queftioned in thofe reiterated promifes, which he made of preferving 
the liberties and religion of the nation. It muft be ·confeffed, that his reign was 
one continued invafion of both; yet is it known, that, -co his !aft breath, he per
fifl:ed in afferting, th.1t he never meant to fubvert the laws, or procure more than a 
toleration and an equality of privileges to his catholic fubjects. Th:s quefl:i n can 
only affeft the perfonal charaCter of the King, not our judgment ofhis- public con
duEt. Tho' by a fl:retch of candour we fhould admit of his fincerity in thefe pro
feffions, the people were equally jufl:ifiable in their refit1ance of him. So lofty was 
the idea, which he had entertained of his legal authority, that it lefc his fubjetl:s lit
tle or no right to liberty, but what was dependant on his fovereign will and plea
fure. And fuch was his zeal of profelytifm, that, whatever he might have in
tended, he plainly flopped not at toleration and equality: He c0-nfined all power, 

encouragement, 
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encouragement, and favour to the Catholics : Converts from interert would foon 
have multiplied upon him: If not the greateft, at leaft the beft part of the people, 
he would have flattered himfelf, were brought over to his religion: And he would 
in a little time have thought it juft, as well as pious, to bell: ow on it all the pub! ic 
efl:ablifl1ments. Rigours and perfecutions againft heretics would fpeedily have fol
lowed; and thus liberty and the proteftant religion would in the iffue have been 
totally fubverted ; tho' we fhould not fuppofe, that James-, on the commencement 
of his reign, had feriouily formed a plan for that purpofe. And on the whole, al
lowing this King to have poffelfed good qualities and good intentions, his conduct 
ferves only, on that very account, as a ftronger proof, how dangeiOus it is to allow 
any Prince, infected with that fuperfiition, to wear the crown of thefe kingdoms. 

AFTER this manner, the courage and abilities of the Prince of Orange, feconded 
by furprizing fortune, had effected the deliverance of this i.Oand ; and with very little 
effufion·ofblood (for only one officer of the Dutch army and a few private foldiers fell 
in an accidental fkirmiih) had expelled from the throne a great Prince, fupported 
by a formidable fleet and a numerous army. Still the more difficult tafk. remained, 
and what perhaps the Prince regarded as not the leafi: important : The obtaining 
for himfelf that crown, which had fallen from the head of his father-in-law. Some 
lawyers, intangled in the fubtilties and forms of their profeffion, could think of no 
expedient; but that the Prince fhould claim the crown by right of conquefi:; iliould 
affume immediately the title of Sovereign; and fhould call a Parliament, which, 
being thus legally fummoned by a King in poffeffion, could ratify whatever had 
been tranfacted before they a!Tembled. But this meafure, being defiruCl:ive of all 
principles of liberty, the only principles on which his future throne could be efta
bliilied, was prudently rejected by the Prince, who, finding himfelf poffeffed of the 
goodwill of the nation, refolved to leave them entirely to their own guidance and 
direction. The peers and biilieps, to the number of near ninety, made an addrefs, 
ddiring him to fummon a convention by circular letters ; to affume, in the mean 
time, the management of all public affairs; and to concert meafures for the fecu
rity of Ireland. At the fame time, they refufed reading a letter, which the King 
had left in order to apologize for h-is late defertion; by the violence which had 
been put upon him. This fiep was a fufficient indication of their intentions with 
regard to that unhappy Monarch. 

THE Prince feemed ftill unwilling to aCl: upon an authority, which might be 
€leemed fo imperfect : He was defirous of obtaining a more exprefs declaration of 
the public confent. A very judicious expedient was fallen on for that purpofe. All 
the members, who had fat in the Haufe of Commons during any Parliament of 
Charles the fecond (the only Parliaments whofe election was regarded as free) were 
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invited to meet ; and to them were added the mayor, aldermen, and fifty of the 
common council of the city. This was the moft proper reprefentative of the 
people, which could be fummoned during the prefent emergence. They unani~ 
mouily voted the fame addrefs with the Lords: And the Prince, being thus fup
ported by all the legal authority, which could poffibly be obtained in this critical 
juncture, wrote circular letters to the counties and corporations of England; and 
his orders were univerfally complied with. A moft profound tranqu~llity pre
vailed throughout the kingdom ; and the Prince's adminiftration was fubmitted 
to, as if he had fucceeded in the moft regular manner to the vacant throne. The 
fleet received his orders: The army, without murmur or oppofition, allowed 
him to new-model them. And the city fupplied him with a loan of two hundred 
thoufand pounds. 

16s9. THE conducr of the Prince with regard to Scotland, was founded on the fame 
7th of Janu- prudent and moderate maxims. Finding, that there were many Scotfmen of 
~~~;lement of rank at that time in London, he fummoned them together, laid before them his 
Scotland. intentions, and afked their advice in the prefent emergency. This alfembly, con-

fifting of thirty noblemen, and about fourfcore gentlemen, chofe duke Hamilton 
for prefident; a man, who, being of a temporizing character, was determined to 
pay court to the prefent authority. His eldeft fon, the earl of Arran, profe.lfed 
an adherence to King James ; a ufual policy in Scotland, where the father and fon,. 
during civil commotions, are often obferved to take oppofite fides ; in order to fe
cure at all adventures the family from forfeiture. Arran propofed to invite back 
the King upon conditions ; but as he was vehemently oppofed in this motion by 
Sir Patrie Hume, and feconded by nobody, the affembly made an offer to the 
Prince of the prefent adminiftration, which he willingly accepted. To anticipate 
a little in our narration ; a convention, by circular letters from the Prince, was 
fummoned at Edinburgh on the twenty-fecond of March; where it was foon viG
blC', that th~ intereft of the malecontents would entirely prevail. The more zea
lous Royalifts, regarding this affcmbly as illegal, had forborn to appear at elec
tions; and the other party were returned from moft places. The revolution was 
not, in Scotland as in England, effected by the coalition of Whig and Tory : The 
former party alone had over-powered the government, and were too much enraged 
by the paft injuries, which they had fuffered, to admit of any compofition with 
their former mafters. So foon as the purpofe of the convention was difcovered, 
the earl of Balcarras and vifcount Dundee, the leaders of the Tories, withdrew 
from Edinburgh ; and the convention having paired a vote, that King James, 
by his mal-adminHl:ration, and his abufe of p_ower, had forfeited all title to the 
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crown, they made a tender of the royal dignity to the Prince and Princefs of Chap. II; 

Orange. 1689· 

THE Englifh convention was affembled; and it immediately appeared, that the zzd of Janu

Houfe of Commons, both from the prevailing humour of the people, and from the Eary.
1
.,_ 

• n a- au con-
influence of prefent authority, were mofrly chofen from among the whig party. vcn~ion 
After thanks were unanimouily given by both Houfes to the Prince of Orange for mew. 
the deliverance, which he had brought them, a memorable vote was in a few days 
paired by a great majority of the Commons, and fent up to the Houfe of Peers fot· 
their concurrence. It was contained in thefe words. " That King James the fe-
" cond, having endeavoured to fubvert the conftitution of the kingdom, by break-
" ing the original contract between King and people, and having, by the advice of 
" Jefuits and other wicked perfons, violated the fundamental laws, and with-
" drawn himfelf out of the kingdom, has abdicated the governmeht, and that the 
" throne is thereby vacant.'' This vote, when carried to the upper Haufe, met 
with great oppofition ; of which it is here neceffary for us to explain the reafon. 

THE Tories and the High-church-men, finding themfelves at once menaced 
with a fubverfion of their laws and of their religion, had zealoully promoted the 
national revolt, and had on this occafion departed from thofe principles of non-re
fiftance, of which, while the King favoured them, they had formerly made fuch 
loud profeffions. Their prefent apprehenfions had prevailed over their political 
tenets ; and the unfortunate James, who had too much relied on thofe general de
clarations, which never will be reduced to practice, found in the iffue tbat both 
parties were fecretly united in oppofition to him. But no fooner was the danger 
paffed, and the general fear fomewhat allayed, than party prejudices refumed, in 
fome degree, thtir former authority ; and the Tories were afhamed of that viCtory 
which their antagonifts, during the late tranfactions, had obtained over them. 
They were inclined, therefore, to freer a middle courfe ; and, tho' generally de- Views of the 

tcsrmined to oppofe the King's return, they refolved not to confent to the dethron- parties. 

ing him, or altering the line of fucceffion. A regent with kingly power was the 
expedient, which they propofed ; and a late inftance in Portugal feemed to give 
fome authority and precedent to that plan of government. 

IN favour of this fcheme the Tories urged, that, by the uniform tenor of the 
Englifh laws, the right of the crown was ever regarded as facred, and couicl, on 
no account, and by no mal-adminiftration, be forfeited by the Sovneign : That 
to dethrone a King and to elect his fucceffor, was a praCtice quite unknown to the 
conftirution, and had a tendency to render -kingly power entirely dependant and 
precarious: That where the Prince, from his tender years, from lunacy, or from 
other' natural infirmity, was incaFacirated to hold the reins of government, both 
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the laws and former praetke agreed in appointing a regent, who, during the inter· 
val, was invefted with the whole power of the adminift:ration: That the inveterate 
and dangerous prejudices of King James had rendered him as unfit to fway the 
Engliih fcepter, as if he had fallen into lunacy ; and it was therefore natural for the 
people to have recourfe to the fame remedy: That the eleClion of one King was a 
precedent for the election of another ; and the government, by that means, would 
either degenerate into a republic, or what was worfe, into a turbulent and fediti
ous Monarchy : That the cafe was ftill more dangerous, if there remained a Prince, 
who claimed the crown by right of fucceffion, and difputed, on fo plaufible a 
ground, the title of the prefent Sovereign : That tho' the doctrine of non-refiftance 
might not, in every poffible circumftance, be abfolutely true, yet was the belief of 
it extremely expedient; and to eft:abliih a government, which fhould have the con
trary principle for its bafis, was to lay the foundation of perpetual revolutions and 
convulfions : That the appointment of a regent was indeed expo fed to many incon
veniences; but fo long as the line of fucceffion was preferved entire, there was ftill 
a profpett of putting an end, fame time or other, to the public diforders : And that 
fcarce any inft:ance occurred in hiftory, efpecially in the Engliih hift:ory, where a 
difputed title had not, in the iffue, been attended with much greater ills, than all 
thofe, which the people had fought to fhun, by departing from the lineal fucceifor. 

THE leaders of the whig-party, on the other hand, afferted, that, if there was 
any ill in the precedent, that ill would refult as much from the eft:abliihing a regent, 
as from the dethroning one King, and appointing his fucceffor; nor would the one 
expedient, if wantonly and rafhly embraced by the people, be Jefs the fource of 
public convulfions than the other: That if the laws gave no exprefs permiffion to 
depofe the Sovereign, neither did they authorize the refifting his authority, or fe
parating the power from the title: That a regent was unknown, except where the 
Prince, by reafon of his tender age or his infirmities, was incapable of a will ; and 
in that cafe, his will was fuppofed to be involved in that of tht> regent: That it 
would be the height of abfurdity to try a man for acting upon a eommiffion, received 
from a Prince, whom we ourfelves acknowlege to be the lawful Sovereign; and no 
jury would decide fo contrary both to law and to common fenfe, as to condemn fuch 
a criminal: That even the profpett of being delivered from this monftrous inconve
nience was, in the prefent fituation of things, more diftant than that of putting an 
end to a difputed fuccemon : That allowing the young Prince to be the legitimate 
heir, he had been carried abroad ; he would be educated in principles deft:ruCti ve of 
the conftitution and eftablifhed religion; and he would probably leave a fon, liable 
to the fame infuperable objection: That if rhe whole line were cut off by Jaw, the 
people would in time forget or neglect their claim; an advantage, which could not 
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be hoped for, while the adminifi:ration was conduCted in their name, and while they 
were frill acknowleged to poffefs the legal title: And that a nation thus perpetually 
governed by regents or protectors approached much nearer to a republic, than one 
fubjeCl: to Monarchs, whofe hereditary regular fucceffion, as well as prefent autho-
rity, was fixed and appointed by the people. 

THis queftion was agitated with great zeal by the oppoiite parties in the Haufe 
of Peers. The chief fpeakers among the Tories were Clarendon, Rochefier, and 
Nottingham; among the Whigs, Halifax and Danby. Thequefl:ion was carried 
for a King by two voices only, fifty-one againft forty-nine. All the prelates, ex
cept two, the Bifhops of London and Briflol, voted for a regent. The primate, 
a difinterefted but pufillanimous man, kept at a diftance, both from the Prince"s 
court and from Parliament. 

THE Haufe of Peers proceeded next to examine piece-meal the vote, fent up to 
them by the Commons. They debated, " Whether there was an original contract 
" between King and people," and the affirmative w~s carried by fifty-three againft 
forty-fix ; a proof that the Tories were already lofing ground. The next queftion 
was, " Whether King James had broke that original contraCt?" and after a ilight 
oppofition the affirmative prevailed; The Lords proceeded to take into confidera
tion the word, abdicated ; and it was carried that deferted was more proper. The 
concluding quefi:ion was, " Whether King James, having broke the original con
" tract, and dejerted the government, the throne was thereby vacant?" This 
queftion was debated with more heat and contention than any of the former; and 
upon a divifion, the Tories prevailed by eleven voices, and it was carried to omit 
the laft article with regard to the vacancy of the throne. The vote was fent back 
to the Commons with thefe amendments. 

THE earl of Danby had embraced the projetl: of beftowing the Crown folely 
upon the Princefs of Orange, and of admitting her as hereditary Ieg;1l fucceffor ro 
King James : Palling by the infant Prince as illegitimate .or fuppofititious. His 
change of party in the laft queftion gave the Tories fo confiderab!e a majority in 

the number of voices. 

Chap. J.f. 
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THE Commons ftill infifted on their vote, and fent up reafons,. why the Lords Free confe· 

fhould depart from their amendments. The Lords were not convinced; and it rences be-
• fc I . tween the 

-was neceffary to have a free conference, m order to ett e this controverfy. Never Houfe;~, 
national debate furely was more important, nor managed by more able fpeakers; 
yet is one furprized to find the topics, infifted on by both fides, fa very frivolous ; 
more refembling the verbal difputes of the fchools than the folid reafonings of 
ftatefmen and legiilators. In public tranfaCl:ions of fuch confequence, the true 
motives, which produce any meafure, are feldom avowed. The \Vhigs) now the 
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ruling party, having united with the Tories, in order to bring about the revolu
tion, had fo much deference for their new allies, as not to infifr, that the crown 
fhould be declared forfeited, on account of the King's mal-adminiil:ration: Such 
a declaration, they thought, would imply too exprefs a cenfure of the old tory 
principles, and too open a preference of their own. They agreed therefore to con
found together the King's abufing his power and his withdrawing from the king
dom ; and they called the whole an abdication; as if he had given a virtual, tho' 
not a verbal, confent to his dethronement. The Tories took advantage of this ob
vious impropriety, which had been occafioned merely by the complaifance or pru
dence of the Whigs; and they infift:ed upon the word, defertion, as much more 
Jignificant and intelligible. It was retorted on them, that, however that expreffion 
might be jufl:Iy applied to the King's withdrawing himfelf, it could not, with any 
propriety, be extended to his violation of the fundamental laws. And thus both 
parties, while they warped their principles from regard to their antagonift:s, and 
from prudential confiderations, loft the praife of confiil:ence and uniformity. 

THE managers for the Lords next inGR.ed, that even allowing the King's abufe 
of power to be equivalent to an abdication, or in other words, to a civil death, it 
could operate no otherwife than his voluntary refignation or his natural deJth; 
and could only make way for the next fucceffor. It was a maxim of Englifh law, 
that the throne was ne'uer vacant ; but inft:antly upon the deceafe of one King was 
filled with his legal heir, who was entitled to all the authority of his predeceifor. 
And however young or unfit for government the fucceifor, however unfortunate 
in his fituation, tho' he were even a captive in the hands of public enemies; yet no 
juft reafon, they thought, could be affigned, why, without any default of his own, 
he Ihould lofe a crown, to which, by birth, he was fully intitled. The managers of 
the Commons might have oppofed this reafoning by many fpecious and even folid 
arguments. They might have faid, that the great fecurity for allegiance being 
merely opinion, any fcheme of fettlement fhould be adopted, in which, it was 
moft probable, the people would acquiefce and perfevere. That tho' upon the na
tural death of one King, whofe adminift:ration had been agreeable to the laws, ma· 
ny and great inconveniencies would be endured rather than exclude his lin,eal fuc
ceffor; yet the cafe was not the fame, when the people had been obliged, by their 
revolt, to dethrone a Prince, whofe illegal meafures had, in every circumftance, 
violated the conftitution. That in thefe extraordinary revolutions, the govern
ment returned to its firft princip1es, and the community acquired a right of pro
viding for the public intereft by expedients, which, on other occafions, might be 
deemed violent and irregular. That the recent ufe of one extraordinary remedy 
familiarized the people to the practice of another, and more reconciled their minds 
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to fuch licences than if the government had nm on in its ufual tenor. And that 
King James, having carried abroad his fon, as well as withdrawn himfelf, had 
given fuch juft provocation to the kingdom, had voluntarily involved it in fuch 
difficulties, that the interefts of his family were jul.l:ly facrificed to the public fettle
ment and tranquillity. Tho' thefe topics feem reafonable, they were intirely for
borne by the whig managers; both becaufe they implied an acknowlegement of 
the infant Prince's legitimacy, which, it was agreed, to keep in obfcurity, and be
caufe they contained too exprefs a condemnation of tory principles. They were 
contented to maintain the vote of the Commons by fhifcs and evafions; and both 
fides parted at lal.l: without coming to any agreement. 

BuT it was impoffible for the public to remain long in the prefent fituation. The 
perfeverance, therefore, of the Lowet· Haufe obliged the Lords to comply; and 
by the defertion of fame Peers to the whig party, the vote of the Commons, with
out any alteration, paffed by a fmall majority in the Upper Haufe, and received 
the fanB:ion of every part of the legiGature, which then fubfifl:ed. 

IT happens unluckily for thofe, who maintain an original contract between the 
magiftrate and people, that great revolutions of government, and new fettlements 
of civil conftirutions, are commonly conducted with fuch violence, tumult and dif
order, that the public voice can fcarce ever be heard; and the opinions of the ci

tizens are at that time lefs attended to than even in the common courfe of ad mini
fl:ration. The prefent tranfactions in En~land, it muft ·be confeffed, are a very 
fingular exception to this obfervatio\). The new elections had been carried on 
with great tranquillity and freedom: The Prince had ordered the troops to de
part from all the wwns, where the voters aiTembled: A tumultuary petition 'to the 
two Houfes having been promoted, he took care, tho' the petition was calculated 
for his own advantage, effectually to fupprefs it: He entered into no intrigues, 
either with the eleCtors or the members : He kept himfelf in a tmal filence, as if 
he had been nowife concerned in thefe tranfactions: And fo far from forming ca
bals with the leaders of parties, he difdained even to beftow careffes on thofe, 
whofe affiil:ance might be ufeful to him_. This conduct was highly meritorious, and 
difcovered great moderation and magnanimity ; even tho' the Prince unfortunate
ly, thro' the whole courfe of his life, and on every occafion, was noted for an ad
drefs, fo cold, dry, and diftant, that it was very difficult for him, on account of 
any intereft, to foften or familiarize it. 

AT I aft, the Prince deigned to break filence, and to txprefs, tho' in a private 
manner, his fentiments on the prefent fituation of affairs. He called together 
Halifax, Shrew1bury, Danby, and a few more; and he told them, that having 
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Chap. II. b-=en invited over to refl:ore their liberty, he had engaged in this enterprize, and 
168g. - had at lall: happily effected this purpofe: That it belonged to the Parliament, now 

chofen and affembled with freedom, to concert meafures for the public fettlement; 
and he pretended not to interpofe in their determinations. That he heard of feveral 
fchemes propofed for dl:ablifhing the government: Some infifted on a regent; 
others were defirous of beftowing: the Crown on the Princefs : It was their concern ..... 
alone to choofe that plan of adminiftration which was moil: agreeable or advantage· 
ous to them. That if they chafe to fettle a regent, he had no objection : He only 
thought it incumbent on him to inform them, that he was determined not to be the 
regent, nor ever to engage in a fcheme, which, he knew, would be expofed to fuch 
infuperable difficulties. That no man could have a jufter or deeper fenfe of the 
Princefs's merit than he was irnpreifed with ; but he would rather remain a pri
vate perfon than enjoy a crown, which muft depend on the will or life of another. 
And that they muft therefore make account, if they were inclined to either of thefe 
two plam of fettlement, that it would be totally out of his power to affift them in 
carrying it into execution: His affairs abroad were too important to be abandoned 
for fo precarious a dignity, or even to allow him fo much leifure as would be re
quiflte to introduce order into their disjointed government. 

THESE views of the Prince were feconded by the Princefs herfelf, who, as fhe 
poife{fed many virtues, was a moft obfequious wife to a hufband, who, in the 
judgment of the generality of her fex, would have appeared fo little attractive and 
amiable. All confiderations were negleCted, when they came in competition with 
what !he deemed her duty to the Prince. \Vhen Danby and others of her parti
zans wrote her an account of their fchemes and proceedings, fhe expreifed great 
difp1eafure ; and even tranfmitted their letters to her hufband, as a facrifice to con
jugal fidelity. The Princefs Anne alfo concurred in the fame plan for the public 
fettlement; and being promifed an ample revenue, was contented co be poftponed 
in the fucceffion to the crown. And as the title of her infant brother, in the pre
fent efrablifhment, was entirely neglected, fhe might, on the whole, efteem herfelf, 
in point of intereft, a great gainer by this revolution. 

Settlement of ALL parties, therefore, being agreed, the Convention paired a bill, where they 
the crown. fettled the crown on the Prince and Princefs of Orange, the fole adminifrration to 

remain in the Prince: The Princefs of Denmark to fucceed after the death of the 
Prince and Princefs of Orange; her pofterity after thofe of the Princefs, but before 
thofe of the Prince by any other wife. The Convention annexed to this fettlement 
of the crown a declaration of rights, where ::til the points, which had, of late years, 
been difputed between King and people, were finally det~rmined ~ and the powers 
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of royal prerogative were more narrowly circumfcribed and more exacrly defined, ~ Chcp. h. 
than in any former period of the Englifh government. J{l8g. 

• * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THus we have feen, thro' the courfe of four reigns, a continued ftruggle main .. Manners. 

tained between the crown and the people: Privilege and Prerogative were ever at ;;i~n~~~, 
variance: And both parties, befides the prefent objetl: of difpute, had many latent 
claims, which, on a favourable occafion, they produced againfr their adverfaries. 
Governments too fteady and uniform, as they are feldom free, fo are they, in the 
judgment of fome, attended with another fenfible inconvenience: They abate the 
aCI:ive powers of men; deprefs courage, invention, and genius; and produce an 
univerfal lethargy in the people. Tho' this opinion may be jufr, the fluCI:uation 
and conteft, it muft be allowed, of the Englilh government were, during thefe 
reigns, much too violent both for the repofe and fafety of the people. Foreign 
affairs, at that time, were either entirely negleCted, or managed to pernicious pur-
pofes : And in the domeftic adminiftration there was felt a continued fever, ·either 
fecret or manifeft; fometimes the mofl: furious convulfions and diforders. The 
revolution forms a new epoch in the conftitution; and was attended with confe-
quences much more advantageous to the people, than the barely freeing them from 
a bad adminiftration. By deciding many important queftions in favour of liberty, 
and frill more, by that great precedent of depofing one King, and eftablilhing a 
new family, it gave fuch an afcendant to popular principles, as has put the nature 
of the Englilh conftitution beyond all controverfy. And it may fafely be affirmed, 
without any danger of exaggeration, that we in this iiland have ever fince enjoyed, 
if not the beft fyftem of government, at leaft the moft entire fyftem of liberty, that 
ever was known amongft mankind. 

To decry with fuch violence, as is affeCI:ed by fame, the whole line of Stuart; 
to maintain, that their adminifl:ration was one"Continued encroachment on the incon
teflible rights of the people; is not giving due honour to that great event) which not 
only put a period to their hereditary fuccefiion, but made a new fettlement of the 
whore conftitution. The inconveniencies, fuffered by the people under the two 
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Chap. II. firfr reigns of that family (for in th& main they were profperous) proceeded in a. 
1689· great meafure from the unavoidable fituation of affairs ; and fcarce any thing could! 

have prevented thofe events, but fuch vigour of genius in the Sovereign, attended 
with fuch good fortune, as might have enabled him entirely to overpower the liber
ties of his people. While the. Parliaments, in thefe reigns, were taking advantage of 
the neceffities of the Prince, and attempting every feffion to abolilh, · ~r circum
fcribe, or define, fame prerogative of the Crown, and innovate in the ufual tenor-. 
·of government: Mull: it not be expeCl:ed, that the Prince would defend an autho-
rity, which, for above a century, that is, during the whole regular courfe ofthe 

·~former Engliih government, had been exerci.fed with·out difpute or controverfy ? :· 
And tho' Charles the fecond, in 1672, may with reafon be deemed the aggreifor, nor. 
i.s it poffible to juftify his conduct; yet were there fome motives furely, which 
could engage a Prince, fo foft and indolent, and at the fame time, fo judicious,. 
to attempt fuch hazardous enterprizes. He felt that public aff.airs .had reached a 
fituation, at which they could not poffibly remain, without fome farther·innovation. 
Frequent Parliaments were become. almoft entirely neceifary to the conduct of pub
lic buiinefs; yet thefe affemblies were ftill, in the judgment of the Royalifts, much 
infer.ior in dignity to the Sovereign, whom they feemed better calculated to coun .. 
c:il than controul. The Crown fiill poffdfed. confiderable power ofoppo~ng_Par
liaments; and had not as yet acquired the means of influen~ing them. Hence a 
continued jealoufy between thefe parts of the cor:Jftitution: Hence the inclination. 
~utually to take advantage of each other's neceffities :. Hence the impoffibility un
der which the King lay of finding minifters, who could at onc-e be, ferviceable· and. 
faithful to him. If he followed his own choice in appointinghis fervants, without. 
regard to thtir parliamentary intereft, a refractory feifwn was inftantly to be ex
pe·~ted : If he chofe them from among the leaders of popular affemblies, they either. 
loft their influence by adhering to the Crown, or they betrayed the Crown, in or
der to preferve their influence with .the people. Neither Hambden, whom Charles., 
t!'le firft was willing to gain at any.price; nor Shafte:lbury, whom Charles thefe., 
cond, after tl.e popifh plot, attempted to engage in his councils, would renounce .. 
their popularity for the precarious, and, as they efteemed 'it, deceitful favour of the~ 
.Prince. The root of their authority they.ftill thought to lye in the Parliament; 
and as the power (;f that alfembly was not yet uncontrouleable, they fl:iH refolved. 
t.o augment ir, tho' at the expence of the royal prerogatives. 

'T1s no wonder, that thefe events, by the reprefentations offa3ion, have long: 
been extremely clouded aud obfcured. No man has yet aro[e, who has been en.:.. 
abled to pay an entire regard to truth, and has dared 'to expofe her, without cover..
i.il.g·or difguife, to the eyes of the prejud1~ed public. Even that party amongft' 
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•us, who boaft of the higheft regard to liberty, have not poffe.ffed fufficient liberty 
'Of thought in this particular; nor have been able to decide impartia~ly of their 
·own merit compared with that of their antagonifi:s. More noble undoubtedly in 
their ends, and more beneficial to mankind ; they muft alfo be allowed to have 
been often lefs'j uftifiable in the means, and in many of their ·tranfaCl:ions to have 
-payed more-regard to political than to moral confiderations. Being obliged to court 
the populace, they found it necelfary to comply with their rage and folly; .and 
have even, on many occafions, by propagating fiCtions, by promoting violence, 
ferved to infatuate, as well as corrupt that peopk, to whom they made a tender of 
liberty and juftice. Charles the firft was a tyrant, a Papift, and a contriver ·of the 
fri!h maifacre : The church of England was relapfing faft into idolatry : Pmi
tanifm was the only true religion, and the covenant the favourite objet!: of heavenly 
regard. Thro' thefe delufions the party proceeded, and, what may feem more 
wonderful, frill to the encreafe of law analiberty;''till they reached the impofiure 
of the popi!h plot, a fiCtion which exceeds the ordinary 'bounds of vulgar creduli
ty. But however fingular thefe events may appear, there :is really nothing alto
gether· new in any period of modern hiftory : And it is remarkable, that tribuniti
an arts, tho' fometimes ufeful in a free conll:itution, have often been fuch as men 
of fl:ritl: probity and honour· could not 'bring themfelves either to pratl:ife or ap
prove. The other faction, who, 'fince the revolution, have been obliged-to court 
the populace, fometimes found it requifite to employ like artifices. 

THE whig party, for a courfe of near feventy years, have, almoft without in
terruption, enjoyed the whole authority ofthe government; and no honours nor 
offices could be obtained but by their countenance and protetl:ion. 'But this event, 
which·has·been advantageous to the fl:ate, has 'been deUruCl:ive to the truth of 
hiftory, and has efi:ablifhed many grofs faiihoods, which it is unaccmmtable how 
any civilized nation could have embraced with r~gard to its domefi:ic occurrences. 
Compofitions the moft defpicable, both for fl:yle and matter, ·have .been extolled, 
·and propagated, and read; as if they had ·equalled the mof1: celebrated r.emains of 
antiquity. And becauTe the ruling party had obtained an advantage over their an
tagonifls in the philofophical difputes concerning fame .of their .general princi
ples, they thence aifumed a right to impofe on the_ public their account of all par
ticu{ar·tranfatl:ions, and to reprefent the other party as governed .entirely by the 

.}oweft and mofl vulgar prejudices. But extremes of all kinds are to be avoided; 
.and tho' no one will ever pleafe either faCtion by moderate opinions, it is there we 
i-re moil: likely to meet with truth and certainty. 
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Ch,:tp. II. WE f11all fubjoin to this general view of the Englilh government, fome account 
1639· of the ftate of the finances, arms, trade, manners, arts, between the reftoration 

and revolution~ 

THE revenue of Charles the fecond, as fee tied by the long Parliament, was put 
upon a very bad footing. It was too fmall, if they intended to make him inde
pendant in the common courfe of his adminifi:ration: It was too large, and fettled 
during too long a period, if they refolved to keep him in entire dependance. The 
large debts of the republic, which were thrown upon that Prince, the neceffity of 
fupplying the naval and military ftores, which were entirely exhaufi:ed *; that of 
repairing and furniihing his palaces : All thefe caufes involved the King in great 
difficulties immediately after his reftoration; and the Parliament were not fufficiently 
liber.ll in fupplying him. Perhaps too he had contracted fome debts abroad; and 
his bounty to the difi:relfed cavaliers, tho' it did not correfpond either to their fer
vices or ex-peCl:ations, could not fail, in fome degree, to exhauft his treafures .. 
The extraordinary fums, granted the King during the firft years, did not fuffice 
for thefe extraordinary charges ; and the excife and cuftoms, the only conftant re
venue, amounted not to nine hundred thoufand pounds a year, and fell very much 
fbort of the ordinary charges of the government. The addition of hearth-money 

in 1662, and of the other two branches in 1669 and I 67o, brought up the revenue 
to one million three hundred fifty-eight thoufand pounds, as we learn from lord 
treafurer Danby's account : But the fame autho·rity informs us, that the yearly ex· 
pence of the government was at that time one million three hundred eighty feven. 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy pou.nds t, without mentioning contingencies:. 
which are always very conficierable, even under the mofi: prudent adminiftration. 
Thofe branches of revenue, granted in 1669 and 1670, expired in 168o, and· 
were never renewed by the Parliament : They were computed to be above two· 
hundred thoufand pounds a year. It muft be allowed, becaufe afferted by all co
temporary authors, of both parties, and even confeffed by himfelf, that King· 
Charles was fomewhat profufe and negJigent. But it is likewife certa.in, that a, 
very rigid frugality was requifite to fupport the government under fuch difficulties .. 
There is a familiar rule in all bufinefs, that every man fhould be paid,. in propor
tion to the truft repofed in him, and to the power, which he enjoys; and the nation 
foon found reafon, from Charles's dangerous connexions with· France, to repent 
their tranfgreffion of that prudential maxim. 

• Lord Clarendon's fpeech to the Parliament, OCl:. 9• 1665. 
t Ralph's Hillary, vol, i. p. z88. We learn from that lord's Memo~rs, p. 12, that the receipts· 

lflf the Exchequer, during fix years, from 1673 to 1679, was about eight millions two hundred thou.
ifand fOUnds, crone million three hundred fixty-fix thoufand pounds a year. See likewife, p. · 16g. 

b 
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IF we eftimate the ordinary revenue of Charles the fecond at one million two Chap. H. 
hundred thoufand pounds a year during his whole reign, the computation will ra- 1689· 

ther exceed than fall under the true value. The Convention Parliament, after all 
the fums, which they had granted the King towards the payment of old debts, 
threw, the !aft day of their meeting, a debt upon him, amounting to one million 
feven hundred forty-three thoufand two hundred and fixty-three pounds*. All the 
extraordinary fums, which were afterwards voted him by Parliament, amounteq to 
eleven millions four hundred forty-three thoufand four hundred and feven pounds; 
which divided by twenty-four, the number of years, which that King reigned,. 
make four hundred feventy-fix thoufand eight hundred and eight pounds a year. 
During that time, he had two violent wars to fuftain with the Dutch ; and in 
1678, he made expenfive preparations for a war with France. In the firft Dutch 
war, both France and Denmark were allies to the United Provinces, and the na-
val armaments in England were very great; fo that it is impoffible he could have 
fecreted any part, at leaft any conliderable part, of the fums, which were then 
voted him by Parliament. 

To thefe fums we muft add about one million two hundred thoufand pounds,. 
which had been detained from the bankers on !hutting up the Exchequer in 1672. 
The King paid fix per cent. for this money during all the reft of his reign t. It is, 
fernarkable, that, notwithftanding this violent breach of faith, the King, two years 
after, borrowed money at eight per cent. the fame rate of intereft, which he had 
paid before that event t. A proof, that public credit, inftead of being of fo de
licate a nature, as we are apt to imagine, is, in reality, fo hardy and robuft, that it. 
is very difficult to defl:roy it. 

THE revenue of James was raifed by the Parliament to about one million eight 
hundred fifty thoufand pounds § ; .and his income a-s Duke of York being added,, 
made the whole amount to two millions a year; a fum well proportioned to the 
public neceffities, but enjoyed by him in too independant a manner. The na
tional debt at the revolution amounted to one million fifty-four thoufand nine hun
dred twenty· five pounds IJ. 

THE militia fell much to decay during thefe two reigns, partly by the- policy. 
of the Kings, who had entertained a diffidence of their fubjeets, partly by that m 
judged law, which limited the King's power of muftering and arraying them. Jn1 
the beginning, however, of Charles's reign, the militia were ftill deemed form ida-

* Journals, 29th of December, 166o. 

~ J ourn. 1ft of March, 16Sg. 

t Danby's Memoirs, p. 7• 

II Journ. zoth of March, 1689, 

:t; Id. p. 65 •. 

ble .. 
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C-ap. II. ble. De Wit having-.propofedto the.French.King an invaficm of England during 
'tl89· the firft Dutch war, that Monarch replied, that,fuch an attempt would be .entirely 

.fruitlefs, and would.tend only to unite the EngJifb. In a few days,:faid he, after 
,our landing, .there wilL be fifty thoufand men at leaft upon us*. 

CHARLES in ·the.begiAning of his reign had in pay near five thoufantl men, df 
~guards and garrifons. At the end of his reign, he augmented this number to near 
, eight thoufJnd. James on Monmouth's Febellion had on foot about fifteen thou. 
,fand men; and when the Prince of Orange invaded him, there were no fewer than 
. thirty·thoufa-nd.regular troops in England. 

THE Eng!ifh navy, during the greateft part of Charles's reign, ma'de a great 
~figure, for numbers of fhips, valour of the men, and conduCt of the commanders . 
. Even in r 678, the fleet confifted of eighty-three fhips t; befides thirty, which were 
.at that time. on the frocks. ·On the King's acceffion he found only fixty-three veffels 
oLall fi.zes :j:. During the latter part of Charles's reign the navy fell confiderably 

.. to decay, by reafon of the narrownefs of the King's revenue: But James, foon 
after his acceffion, reftored it to its former power and glory ; and before he left the 
throne, carried it muchJarther. The adrnin1ftration of the admiralty under Pepys, 
is frill regarded as a,mo.deLfor order and reconomy. The fleet at the revolution 
confifted of one hundred feventy-three·veffels of all fizes ; and-required forty--two 
thoufand feamen to man it II· That King, when Duke of York, had been the firft 
inventor of fea fignals. The military genius, during thefe two reigns, had not to· 
tally decayed among the young nobility. Dorfet, Mulgrave, Rochefter, not to 

mention Offory, ferved on boarcl •the fleet, .and were prefeat in the -moft;furious 
engagements againft the Dutch. 

THE commerce and riches of England did never, during any period, encreafe 
.Jo faft as from the refroration to the revolution. The two Dutch wars, by difturb
.:ing.,the tnde of that republic, promoted ·the navigation of this ifland; and after 
Charks had made a feparate peace with the States, his fubjeCl:s enjoyed unmoJefted 
the trade of Europe. The only difturbance, which they met with, was from a 
few French privateers, who infefted the channel; and Charles interpofed not in"be
half of his fubjetts with fufficient fpirit and vigour. The recove·ry or conqueft of 

, New York and the Jerfeys was a ver.y confiderable acceffion to the ftrength and fe
,curity of the Englifh colonies; and together with the fettlement of Penfilvania and 
Carolina, which was effeCted during this reign, extended prodigioufly the Englifh 

* D'E!hades, zoth of OClober, I 666. t Pepys':; Memoirs, p. 4• t Memoirs of 
'Englifh affairs, chiefly naval. It Lives of the admirals, vol. ii. p. 476. . . 

-empire 
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·empire in America. The perfecutions· of the Diffenters, or more properly fpeaking, 
the reftraints impofed upon them, contributed to augment and people thefe colonies. 
Dr. Davenant affirms t, that the fhipping of England doubled during thefe twenty· 

.eight years. Several new manufacture~ were efiablifhed ; in iron, brafs, filk, hats, 
glafs, ·&t. One Brewer, leaving the Low Countries, when they were threatened~ 
with a.French conqueft; brought the art of dying woollen cloth into England, and; 
l1y that improvement faved the nation great fums of money. The encreafe of 
coinage during thefe two reigns was ten millions two hundred fixty-one thoufand 
pounds~ A ooard·of trade was eretl:ed'in 1q7o·; and the earl of Sat1dwidrwas· 
made prdident. Charles revived ·and fupported the charter of the Eafl:-India com
P.any; a meafure whofe utility is fomewhat .doubtful :. He granted a charter to the. 
Hudfon's Bay company;. a meafure evidently hurtful. 

THE French King, about the beginning of Charles's reign, laid fonre impo!itions 
on Englilh commodities:· And the Englifh, partly difpleafed with this innovation, 
partly moved by their animofity ag'lin fl: France, retaliated, by laying fuch refl:raints 
on the commerce with that kingdom as amounted almoll to a -prohibition. They
formed calculations, by which they perfwaded themfelves, that they were lofers a· 
million and a half or near two millions a year by the French trade. But no good' 
effects were found to refult from thefe refttaints -;.and in King .James's reign they 
were taken off by the Parliament. 

AT the fame time that the burrooghs,of•England were rleprived· of.tlieir privi'"' 
leges, the like attempt was made on the colonies. King James recalled their char
ters, by which their liberties were fecured ; and he fent over governors invefl:ed · 
with abfolute p_ower. The arbitrary prinGip.les of that Monarch· app~ared in every 
p.art of his ·adminifl:r:ation. 

THE people, during thefe two reigns, were; in a great meafl.lre, cured of that 
wild fanaticifm, by .which they had -ft'>rmerly been fo much agitated. vVhatever new 
vices they might acquire, jt may be qqeftioned,. whether, by this change, they were,. 
ia the main, much lofers in point of morals. By the example of the King and the 
cavaliers; licentioufnefs and debauchery became very prevalent in the nation. The 
pJeafures of'the table were much pL11-fued.' Love was treated 'more as an appetite 
than a paffion. The one fex began to abate of· the national charatl:er of chafl:iry~ 
without being able to infpire· the other wirh fentiment or delicacy. 

THE abufes in the former age, ari-!ing from overftrained prettnfions of ·piety, 
had much propagated 'the fpirit of irreligion ! ; and many of the ingenious men of 

this. 
t · Difcourfe on the public revenue', part ii. p. 29, 3!, 36. 
t·. THIS fophifm, of arguing from the abufe of any thing againft the ufe of i•, is one of the groffeft, 

rulQ <'.t the fame time, the moft common~ to wh:{;h men are fubjett. The hiftory of all age~, and no:-,e 
Jl10i'jl I 

Chap. H .. 
t68<J. 
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this period lie under the imputation of Deifm. Befides wits and fcholars by pro~ 
feffion, Shaftefbury, Halifax, Buckingham, Mulgrave, Sunderland, Eifex, ,Ro
chefter, Sidney, Temple, are fuppofed to have adopted thefe principles. 

THE fame factions, which formerly diftraB:ed the nation, were revived, and 
exerted themfelves in the moft ungenerous and unmanly enterprizes againft each 
pther. King Charles, being in his whole deportment a model of eafy and gentle

manly 

more than that of the period, which is out fubjetl:, ofFers us examples of the abufe of religion ; and 
we have not been fparing to remark them : But whoever would thence draw an inference to the difad· 
vantage of religion in general, would argue very ralhly and erroneoufly. The proper office of religion 
is to reform men's lives, to purify their hearts, to inforce all moral duties, and to fecure obedience to 
the laws and civil magiftrate. While it purfues thefe falutary purpofes, its operations, tho' infinitely 
valuable, are fecret and filent, and feldom come under the cognizance of hiftory. That adulterate fpe
cies of it alone, which inflames faction, animates (edition, and prompts rebellion, diftinguilhes itfelf on 
the open theatre of the world, and is the great fource of revolutions and public convulfions. The 
hill:orian, therefore, has fcarce occafion to mention any other kind of religion; and he may retain the 
higheft regard for true piety, even while he expofes all the abufes of the falfe. He may even thir.k, 
that he cannot better 1hew his attachment to the former than by deteCl.ing the latter, and laying open 
its abfurdities and pernicious tendency. 

h is no proof of irreligion in an hift:Jrian, that he remarks (orne fault or imperfection in each feet 
.of religion, which he has occaGon to mention. Every inll:itucion, however divine, which is adopted 
by men, muft partake of the weaknefs and infirmities of our nature; and will be apt, unlefs carefully 
guarded, to degenerate into one extreme or the ocher. What fpecies of devotion fo pure, noble, and 
worthy the Supreme Being, as that which is moll fpiritual, fimple, unadorned, and which partakes 
nothing either of the fenfcs or imagination ? Yet is it found by exFerience, that this mode of worlhip 
does very naturally, among the vulgar, mount up into extravagance and fanaticifm. Even many of 
the firft reformers are expofed to this reproach ; and their zeal, tho', in the event, it proved extremely 
ufeful, partook ftrongly of the enthuftaftic genius: Two of the judges in the reign of Charles the fe
cond, fcrupled not to advance this opinion even from the bench. Some mixture of ceremony, pomp, 
and ornament may feem to correct the abufe; yet will it be found very difficult to prevent fuch a form 
.of religion from finking fometimes into fuperftition. The church of England icfelf, which is perhaps 
the beft medium among thefe extremes, will be allowed, at leaft during the age of archbilhop Laud, 
to have been fomewhat infected with a fuperibtion, refembling the popi(h; and to have payed a higher 
regard to fome pofitive infl:itutions, than the nature of the things, ftnftly fpeaking, would permit. It 
is the bufinefs of an hiftorian to rc:mar:, thefe abufes of all kinds ; but it belongs alfo to a prudent 
.reader to confine the reprefentatiom, which he meets with, to that age alone of which the au~hor 

treats. What ab(urdity, for inftwce, to fuppofe, that the Prefbyterians, IndepeDdants, Anabapt1fis, 
and ocher fectaries of the prefent age, partake of aJ the extravagancies, which we remark in thofe, who 
bore thef~ appellations in the !aft century? The inference indeed feem~ jufter; where feels have been 
noted fnr fanaticifm duriog one period, to conclude, th tt they will be very moderate and reafonable in 
the fuufequent. For as it is the r>ature of fanat:cifm to abolilh all flavilh fubm;ffion to prieftly power; 
it follow:, that as foon as the firft ferment is abatfd, men are naturally in fuch feCls left to the free ufe 
of tlu:ir reafon, and !hake o1F the f~tttrs of cullom and authority. ' 
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manly behaviour, improved the politenefs of the nation ; as much as faction, which Ch II ap. • 
of all things is moft deftruCl:ive to politenefs, could poffibly permit. His courtiers 1~89. 
were long di!l:inguifhable in England by their obliging and agreeable manners. 

AMIDST the thit:k cloud of bigotry and ignorance, which overfpread the nation, 
during the Commonwealth and ProteCl:orfhip, there were a few fedate philofophers, 
who in the retirement of Oxford, cultivated their reafon, and eftablifhed confe
rences for the mutual communication of their difcoveries in phyfics and geometry.· 
Wilkins, a clergyman, who had married Cromwel's fifter, and was afterwards 
created bifhop of Chefter, promoted thefe philofophical converfations. Immediately 
after the reftoration, thefe men procured a patent, and having enlarged their num
ber, were denominated the Royal Society. But this patent was all they obtained from 
the King. Tho' Charles was a great lover of the fciences, particularly chymiftry 
and mechanics, he animated them by his example alone, not by his bounty. His 
craving courtiers and miftreffes, by whom he was perpetually furroonded, engroffed 
all his expence, and left him neither money nor attention for literary merit. His 
contemporary, Lewis, who fell fhort of the King's genius and knowlege in this 
particular, much exceeded him in liberality. Befides penfions conferred on learned 
men throughout all Europe, his academie~ were directed by rules and fupported by 
falaries: A generofity, which does great honour to his memory; and in the eyes 
of all the ingenious part of mankind, will be efteemed an atonement for many of 
the errors of his reign. We may be furprized, that this example fhould not be 
more followed by princes; fince it is certain, that that bounty, fo extenfive, fo. 
beneficial, and fo much celebrated, coft not that Monarch fo great a fum as is of
ten conferred on one fingle, ufelefs, overgrown favourite or courtier. 

BuT tho' the French academy of fciences was directed, encouraged, and fup
ported by the Sovereign, there arofe in England fome men of fuperior genius, who 
were more than fufficient to caft the balance, and who drew on themfelves ancl 
on their native country the regard and attention of all Europe. Befides Wilkins, 
Wren, Wallis, eminent mathematicians, Hooke, an accurate obferver by micro
fcopes, and Sydenham, the reftorer of true phyfic ; there flourifhed during this 
period a Boyle and a Newton; men, who trade, with cautious, and therefore the 
more fecure fteps, the only road, which leads to true philofophy. 

BoYLE improved the pneumatic engine, invented by Otto Guericke, and was 
thereby enabled to make feveral new and curious experiments on the air as well 
as on other bodies : His chymiftry is much admired by thofe acquainted "ith 
that art: His hydroftatics contain a greater mixture of reafoning and invention 
with experiment than any other of his works; but his reafoning is ftill remote from 
that boldnefs and temerity, which had led aftray fo many philofophers. Boyle was 

VoL. VI. M m m a 
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a great partizan of the mechanical philofophy ; a theory, which, by difcovering 
fome of the fecrets of nature, and allowing us to imagine the reft, is fo agree
able tothe natural vanity and curiofity of men. 

IN Newton this ifland may boaft of having produced the greateft and rareft 
genius that ever arofe for the ornament and inftruB:ion of the fpecies. Cautious, 
in admitting no principles but fuch as were founded on experiment; but refolute 
to adopt every fuch principle, however new or unufual: From modefty, igno
rant of his fuperiority above the reft of mankind ; and thence, lefs careful to 
accommodate his reafonings to common apprehenfions : More anxious to merit 
than acquire fame : He was from thefe caufes long unknown to the world ; but 
his reputation at laft broke out with a luftre, which fcarce any writer, during his 
own life-time, had ever before attained. While Newton feemed to draw off the 
veil from fome of the myfteries of nature, he fhowed at the fame time the im
perfeCtions of the mechanical philofophy ; and thereby reftored her ultimate fecrets 
to that obfcurity, in which they ever did and ever will remain. 

Tms age was far from being fo favourable to polite literature as to the fciences. 
Charles, tho' fond of wjt, tho' poffeffed himfelf of a confiderable ihare of it, 
tho' his tafte of converfation feems to have been found and juft; ferved rather to 
corrupt than improve the poetry and eloquence of his time. When the theatres 
were opened at the reftoration, and freedom was again given to pleafantry and 
ingenuity ; men, after fo long an abftinence, fed on thefe delicacies with lefs tafte 
than avidity, and the coarfeft and moft irregular fpecies of wit was received by 
the court as well as by the people. The productions at that time reprefented on 
the theatre were fuch monfters of extravagance and folly; fo utterly devoid of all 
reafon or even common fenfe ; that they would be the difgrace of Englifh litera
ture, had not the nation made atonement for its fonner admiration of them, by 
the total oblivion to which they are now condemned. The duke of Buckingham's 
Rehearfal, which expofed thefe wild produCtions, feems to be a piece of ridi
cule carried to excefs ; yet in reality the copy fcarce equals fome of the abfurdi· 
ties, which we meet with in the originals. 

THis fevere fatyre, together with the good fenfe of the nation, correCted, after 
fome time, the extravagancies of the fafhionable wit ; but the produCtions of litera
ture ftill wanted much of that correCtnefs and delicacy, which we fo much admire 
in the antients, and in the French writers, their judicious imitators. It was in
deed during this period chiefly, that that nation left the Englifh behind them in 
the produCtions of poetry, eloquence, hiftory, and other branches of polite let
ters; and acquired a fuperiority, which the efforts of Englifh writers, during the 
fubfequent age, did more fuccefsfully conteft with them. The arts and fciences 

I were 
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were imported from Italy into this iOand as early as into Fran'ce; and made at Chap. II. 
firft more furprifing advances. Spencer, Shakefpear, Bacon, Johnfon, were 1689. 

much fuperior to their cotemporaries, who flourifhed in that kingdom. Milton, 
'\Valler, Denham, Cowley, Harvey, were at leaft equal to their cotemporaries. 
The reign of Charles the Second, which fome prepofteroufiy reprefent as our au-, 
guftan age, retarded the progrefs of polite literature in this ifland ; and it was then 
found, that the immeafurable licenrioufi1efs, which was indulged or rather ap-
plauded at court, was more deftruCl:ive to the refined arts than even the cant, non-
tenfe, and enthuliafm of the preceding period. 

MosT of the celebrated writers of this age remain monuments of genius, per
verted by indecency and bad tafte ; but none more than Dryden, both by reafon 
of the greatnefs of his talents and the grofs abufe which he made of them. His 
plays, excepting a few fcenes, are utterly disfigured by vice or folly or both. His 
tranfiations appear too much the offspring of hafte and hunger : Even his fables 
are ill chofen tales, conveyed in an incorreCt, tho' fpirited verfification. Yet 
amidft this great number of loofe produCtions, the refufe of our language, there 
are found fome fmall pieces, his Ode to St. Cecilia, the greateft part of Abfalom 
and Achitophel, and a few more, which difcover fo great genius, fuch richnefs 
of expreffion, fuch pomp and variety of numbers, that they leave us equally full 
of regret and indignation, on account of the inferiority or rather great abfurdity 
of his other writings. 

THE very name of Rochefter is offenfive to modeft ears; yet does his poetry 
difcover fuch energy of ftyle and fuch poignancy of fatyre, as give ground to ima
gine what fo fine a genius, had he fallen in a more happy age and had followed 
better models, was capable of producing. The antient fatyrifl:s often ufed great 
liberty in their expreffions ; but their freedom no more refembles the licence of 
Rochefter, than the nakednefs of an Indian does that of a common proftitute. 

WvcHERLEY was ambitious of the reputation of wit and liber~nifm; and be at
tained it: He was probably capable of reaching the fame of true comedy, and 
inftruCl:ive ridicule. Otway had a genius finely turned to the pathetic; but he 
neither obferves ftriCl:ly the rules of the drama, nor the rules, frill more elfential, 
of propriety and decorum. By one fingle piece the duke of Buckingham did both 
great fervice to his age and honour to himfelf. The earls of Mulgrave, Dor
fet, and Rofcommon, wrote in a good tafte ; but their productions are either 
feeble or carelefs. The marquefs of Halifax difcovers a refined genius; and no
thing but leifure and an inferior ftation feem wanting to have procured him great 
eminence in literature. 

OF 
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'Chap. II. OF all the confiderable writers of this age, Sir WiUiam Temple is almoft the 
1689· only one, who kept himfelf altogether unpolluted by that inundation of vice .-nd 

licentioufnefs, which overwhelmed the nation. The ftyle of this author, tho' 
extremely negligent, and even mixed with foreign idioms, is agreeable and in
terefting. That mixture of vanity, which appears in his works, is rather a re
commendation to them. By means of it, we enter into acquaintance with the 
character of the author, full of honour and humanity; and fancy that we are en
gaged, not in the perufal of a book, but in converfation with a companion. 

THo' Hudibras was publiihed, and probably compofed, during Charles the 
Second's reign, Butler may juftly, as well as Milton, be thought to belong to the 
foregoing period. No compofition abounds fo much as Hudibras in fl:rokes of 
juft and inimitable wit; yet are there many performances, which give as great or 
greater entertainment on the whole perufal. The allufions are often dark and 
far-fetched ; and tho' fcarce any author was ever able to exprefs his thoughts in 
fo few words, he often employs too many thoughts on one fubjecr, and thereby 
becomes prolix after an unufual manner. It is furprifing how much erudition 
Butler has introduced with fo good a grace into a work of pleafantry and humour: 
Hudibras is perhaps one of the moft learned compofitions, that is to be found in 
any language. The advantage, which the royal caufe received from this poem, 
in expofing the fanaticifm and falfe pretences of the former parliamentary party, 
was prodigious. The King himfelf had fo good a tafte as to be highly pleafed 
with the merit of the work, and had even got a great part of it by heart: Yet 
was he either fo carelefs in his temper, or fo little endowed with the virtue of li
berality, or, more properly fpeaking, of gratitude, that he allowed the author, 
who was a man of virtue and probity, to Jive in obfcurity and die in want. 
Dryden is an inftance of a negligence of the fame kind. His Abfalom fenfibly 
contributed to the vidory, which the Tories obtained over the Whigs after the 
Exclufion-parliaments: Yet could not this merit, aided by his great genius, pro
cure him an eftablilhment, which might exempt him from the neceffity of writing 
for bread. Otway, tho' a profeifed Royalifr, could not even procure bread by 
his writings; and he had the fingular fate of dying literally of hunger. Thefe 
incidents throw a great ftain on the memory of Charles, who~ had difcernmenr, 
loved genius, was liberal of money, but attained not the praife of true generofity, 

E N D. 
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N. B. The numerical letters direCl: to the volume, and the figures to the page. 

A. 

A J3 B r- LAND S --the property of them 
confirmed to the King by parliament, iii, 
23f. 

Abbot, archbiihop, fufpended, v. 153. his 
death, 202. 

.Abbots -feverely tre:tted by H. VIII. I,ll, 234-, are 
denied a feat in the houfe of peers, 237· 

.Abhorrers and petitioners, what, and how they com
menced, vi. 31 5· 

---Abhorrers imprifoned, and why, 319. 
.Acca, daughter of lEila King of the Dei:ri, her mar

riage, i. 18. 
.Acre, a fort. efs be:fieged by the kings of France and 

England, i.- 3 39· taken by them, 340. 
.AJeljTid, marries Acca, daughter of lEila King of the 

Deiri, i. 18. becomes firft King of Northumber
land, ib. his di(quieted life, 1 9· and violent 
death, ib: 

..lldi!a, daughter of the Conqueror, her iifue, i. 247. 

./ldr,an, Emperor, builds a ftrong rampart in Britain, 
i. 7· 

-- chofen Pope, iii, 123. his condua to the 
reformers, ib. he grants Ireland to Henry II. 300. 

is thoroughly reconciled to him, 305. confirms 
the grant of Ireland, ib . 

./Ella, a Saxon chieftain, brings over an army to Bri
tain, i. 16, his fettlement in Sulfex, ib. he dies, 
37. his pofl:erity holds his kingdom, till it is fub
jeaed to W eifex, ib. 

- another Saxon chieftain, becomes King of 
De1ri, i. t8. the h'ftory of his kingdom, ib. 

.Agitator;, form a military parliament, v. 419. terrify the 
King, 432. are called Leveller~, 434· are forbid lO 

meer, ib, diffip1ted by Oliver Cromwel, 435• their 
pernicious principles, vi. r. they are finally difperfed,9, 

.Agricola, J ullus, made governor of Britain, i. 6, he 
conquers it all but Caledonia, 7• 

VoL. vr. 

/ 

Aix-la-chapelle, a treaty of peace concluded there, vi. 
r86 • 

.Alafio, John, brings a congregation of reformed into 
England, iii. 333· who are encouraged, ib. 

Albany, duke, chofen regent of Scotland, iii. 99· his 
ingratitude to Lord Hume, rod; he refides in France 
fome years, ror. confufions in Scotland during his 
abfence, ib. foon after his return, he declares war 
againft England, 12 5. is forced to return to France, 
ib. returns to Scotland, and makes another fruitlefs 
attempt on England, 126. goes again to France~ 
from whence he never returns, I 27 . 

.Albemarle, Earl, an account of his rebellion againft 
H. III. ii. 8 . 

- Duke, his character, vi. 130. he difcovers 
Argyle's letters, 141. made an admiral, engages the 
Dutch fleet, 168. is beaten, 169. fuccoured by 
Prince Rupert, 170. purfues the Dutch, 171 • 

.Aidrrd, Archbifhop of York, crowns William thtl Con
queror, i. 167. dies of grief, 183 • 

.Ale, its price in the reign of H. Jlf. ii. H· 
Alexander, pontiff of Rome, encourages the Norman in

vafion, i. J 3 3· his expeaations from its fuccefs, 181. 
he fends a legate into England, 18 2. his legate's pro
ceedings, ib • 

.Alexander and Viaor, Popes, they occa:fion a fchifm in 
the Church, i. 269. bow regarded by the Kings of 
France and England, 270. the firft is allowed to 
exercife his authority on England, 2 71. He annuls 
the conftitutions of Clarendon, 279· grants to Henry 
II. a le6atine com million, \1 ith an exception, which 
renders it ulelefs, 280. the reception which Henry's 
embalfy met with from him, 285 how he honoured 
Becket, ib. he grants to Becket the legatine com
million, 2-87. funds two leg:Hes to Pavia, where 
Henry refides, ih. grants him a ·difpenfation for 
the marriage of his third fon Geoffrey, \\ i th the 
heirefs of Brittany, 288. endeavours a reconci
liation with the King, z89. his adminiftration i<1 

a Rome. 
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Rome, 296. he is reconciled to the king, 297• 
canonizes Becket, ib. 

.11/~xis, Commienus, Emperor of the Greeks, his policy, 
1. 220 • 

.ll!ford, battle of, v. 39"5• . 
/l!fred, natural brother of Egfrid, fucceeds him in the 

united kingdom of Northumberland and Mercia, i. 
48. he dies, 50. 

./l!fred is anointed by Leo III. i. 53. defeated by the 
Danes, 5'4· while he is treating with the Danes in 
England, another party of them lands, 55. his ad
ventures under the habit of a peafant, s6. he fum
mons his fubjeCl:s to. a fecret rendezvous, 57. his 
fuccefs againft the Danes, 58. he obtains of them to 
declare their converfion to Chriftianity, ib. arms 
and regifters his people, 59· rebuilds London and 
other ruined cities, ib. his care of the navy, 6o. 
he di!heifes Haftings a Dane, ib. his fuccefs againft 
the Dane•, 61. and clemency, ib. his fuccefs a
gainft both pyratical and fettled Danes, 62. his 
charaCl:er, 63. fe\erat of his wife laws, 64-. his 
courts of juftice, and their fubordination, 65. his 
excellent body of laws, 66. fuppofed to be the foun
dation of the common law, ib. the expedients ufed 
by him to encourage learning, 67.. the methods he 
took to convey moral leifons, 68. his liberality to 
learned men, and £killed mechanics, ib. the elegan
cies of I fe,. how brought to him, 69• his children, 
ib. a remarkable law of his relative to murder, 

. 156· 
Alfred, a con:liderable nobleman, his.oath,. in prefence 

of the Pope, i. 72. its amazing effeCl:, ib. 
.Alfred, eldeft fon of Ethelred, is murdered by Earl 

Godwin, i. II I. his brother Henry e(capes, ib. 
A!frick, his treachery, i. 93• he is truiled again, 94· 

his fecond treachery, 1 oo . 
.Algiers, peace with ir, vi. 67. 
Alifin, his trial, v. 204 • 

./1/n-wick, battle of, i. 313. 

.Altar, why removed by the reformers, iv. so~. 
Al'Va, Duke of, joins in a confederacy to extirpate the 

reformed, iv. 465. is fent with an army into the 
low-countries, 534 •. his arbitrary and violent pro
ceedings there, ib. in refentipent of an affront from 
~een Elizabeth, he feizes and confifcates the ef
feCl:s of the Englilh merchant,-, 535· his tyranny be
comes unfupportable, ib. he opens _an intercourfe \vith 
the Q:een of Scots, 53~- agrees to a fcheme for invad
iPg England, 53 7·· his tyranny forces the provinces 
ot Holland and Zealand to revolt, 548. he fum
mons the Prince of Orange to appear before his. tri
bunal, 549· confifcates his poifeilions in the low
countries tor contumacy, ib. but being finally re· 
pulled, he leaves the low-countries with an execrable 
charafter, 5 SO· 

AmSay~a, ma!facre there, v. 125. 
Am•rciaments and fines, how numerom in antient times, 

i. 41c. 

E X. 
America, vi:lited by Sir Francis Drake, iv. 561. aga:n, 

by the fame gentleman, s88 • 
./lmiem, a meeting of the ftates of England and Frar.ce 

there, ii. 4-0. 
- a treaty there, 326. 
./lnahaptijls, many of them burnt for herefy, iii. 230• 
./lngles, firft named, i. 15. 
.Anglia, Eaft, or Eaft-Anglia. A kingdom eftab!ilhed 

in Britain, i. 17. united with Mercia, 3 3· 
.Anglo-Saxons, they are united under the name of Eng

land, i. 4-2. a kingdom of that name is ereCl:ed by 
them in Britain, 46. 
-- Norman government, its mture, i. 410. the 

king's power there, 4-11. the fource of the Nor
man law, 4I2· its regulations with refpeCl: to ap
peals, ib. the king's confiant revenues, 413. his 
other revenues, 414. his power in time of war, ib. 
his power refpeCl:ing efcheats, 4-1 ~· refpeeting fines, 
forfeitures, and amerciament<, 416. his P.Ower rela
tive to j uftice, 417. commerce or ind uftry, of any 
fort, ib. has various profits, 418. his proteClion, 
how obtained, ib. his ufual praCtices, when great 
inheritances are difputed, 419. the authority of his. 
ediB:s, 421. 

./lngus, Earl, marries the Q:;een dowager and regent of 
Scotland, iii. 99· 
-- another, with his brother, joins the Englilh 

army againft the Scots, iii. 25 3· on his return to· 
Scotland, he oppofes cardinal Beaton, z 56. and 
faves a Sco:s army, z66. 

./lnj~u, Duke, commands the Catholicks againft the Hu. 
gonots in France, iv. ~30·· defeats them at J arnac, ib • 
a propofal of marriage is made between him and Lady 
Elizabeth, princefs of England, See Henry. he makes 
fuit to Q£een Elizabeth by his embaifadorf, 564-. in 
perfon, fecretly, ~65. he is fupplied by France with 
money, for proteCl:ion of the fiates in theN etherlands, 
566. by England, for the fame purpofe, 567. he ii 
chofen governor of the Netherlands by the State3, 
ib. his renewed fuit is oppofed by the Q£een's 
friends, 568. it is rejeCl:ed by the Q:;een, 569. his. 
death, ib • 

./lnlaff, rebels againft Athelftan, i. 72. flies into Scot
land, 73· his ftratagem to fee his enemies camp, 
7 4• efcapes again into Scotland, ie. 

Anne, of Cleves, marriP.d to Henry VIII. ii:. 236. is 
difliked by him, 237· divorced from him, 24-t. 
her indifference on that occafion, ib. 

./lnne, Princefs of England, mHrried to prince George of 
Denmark, vi. 366. on the Prince of Orange's landing, 
fhe flies from court to Nottingham, 4-26. where the· 
gentry form a troop for her proteCtion, ib. 

./lnfeim, a monk, promoted to the fee of Canterbury, i. 
21 4· his fermons againll: modes, 21 ~· he quarrels 
with the King, 2 I 6. his temporalities are feized, ib. 
he refufes to do hom?.ge to Henry I. for his tempora
lities,. 2z6, yet is courted by him, 227. 'their dif
fereni:es o\:cafion a meifage to Rome,· 232. the 

quarrel 
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quarrel between the king and primate, encreafes to 
fuch a degree, that the primate leaves the kingdom, 
233, on his return, he is careffed by the king, 234. 
yet the quarrel continues, Z35• it is compromifed, 
236 . 

.Ant'V.:erp, great diforders commLted there by the prate. 
ftants, iv. 5 34• 

.Ap;arel, laws regulating it, firft ~nown in England, ii, 
239· 

.dppeals, how to be brought, by King Alfred's laws, i. 
G6. an alteration of the order in which they v. ere 
to be exhibi:ed, ii. s6. 

--- to the Pope, are prohibited, 285. again per-
mitted, 305. · 

.llp; cafs, (of the na,ure of acc\ltations) prohibited to be 
proC::cuted in parliament, ii, 274· 

.Anb .ngel, a paff,ge to it difcovered, iv. 73!. 
Archr, the King's fool, a remarkable joke of his, v. 2 ro. 
Argy'e, Ear!, ate ends the ~een Regent, when oppofing 

the reformer;, iv. 420. advifes her to an accommo
dation with them, 4zz. leaves her, and joins there
formers, 42 3· 

--- his charaEler, v. zz5. he embraces the 
covenant, ib. flies from his army, 394· makes his 
court to the King, vi. 26. is ientenced to die, I 41. 
execut:d, ib • 

D 

.Arijfoo·acy, how interwoven with the Englifh conilitu
tion, ii. 445. 

Armada, invincible, fitted out in Sp•in, iv. 63 r. its 
failor~, compared with thofe of England, 632. its 
admirals die, when it is ready to fail, 63 s. and 
others being appointed, it fails, and r,teeting with a 
ftorm, returns, ib. it fails again, 6j6. arrives in 
the channel, 6 3;. is put into confufion by a ilra
tagem of the Englifh admiral, 638. returns home
wards, 639· is overtaken by a frorm, ib. 

Armagnacks, See Orleans. 
.Arminianifm, its hifrory, v. 38. its ftate in the reign of 

Charles I. r84. 
Armorica, fhelters the difrreffed Britains, i. 14. who 

fettle there, IS • 
.Arm.ftrong, Sir Thomas, his trial, vi. 363. 
Army, its ftate, whrle military tenures prevailed, ii. 84. 

how its then form came gradually inro difufe, ib. 
how paid in Edw;;rd HI's reign, ii. Z39· in Henry 
l's reign, 3 2 1. its frate under James I. v. l z 1. 

from the refloration to the revolution, vi. 446. 
--- parliamentary, fights at Edge-hill, v. 337• is 

beaten at Stratton, 344· fights at Lanfdown, 345. 
is beaten at Roundway down, ib. fights at New
bury, 354· at Marfbn-moor, 370, again at New
bury, 373· its generals qaarrel among the:n~elves, 
3-4. its 1l:ate before the new mo.:lel, 377· Itlsnew 
modeled, 396. its officers preach, ib. it routs the 
royal army at Nafeby, 399· ruins i:s remains at 
Che1l:er, 492. mutinies again!l: the parl.Jament, 4~ 8. 
fets up a military parliamen·r, 4 I 9· fetzes the Kwg 
at Ho~m-bay, 420. brings hrm 10 the head-.quart~rs, 
ib. chufes Oliver Cromwell cornm6'.nder m ch1ef, 

E X. 
42 t. impeaches eleven members of the houre of 
commons, 425. receives the excluded fpeaker,, 428.. 
fubdues the parliament, 429. re!l:ores the difplaced 
fpeakers, ib. brings the King to Hampton-court, 
430. ' mutinies again!l: its officers, 434· it is pacified 
by Oliver Cromwell, ib. beats the Scots army under 
Hamilton, 446. exaCl.s loans, 447· quells infur
rections, ib, purges the houfe of commons, 449· 
produces the King before his judges, 453· attends 
his execution, 457· its frate at the commencement 
of the Republick, vi. z, it enters Scotland, readed 
by Oliver Cromwell, 24. beats the Scots at Dun. 
bar, 25. routs them at Worcefter, zg. is diibanded-, 
q6. 

.Army, royal, in England. See Charles, . Prince of 
Wales, fon of James l. 

--- royal, in Scotland, defeats the covenanters at 
Perth, v. 293· near Aberdeen, ib. at roverary, 
394-· takes Dundee, ib. withdraws to the moun
tains, 39)•. · vanquifhes at Invernefs, ib. and at 
Alford, ib. marches fouthwards, 403. beats the 
covenanters at Kilfyth, ib. is routed at Philipbaugh, 
and flies to the mountains, ib. lays down its arms, 
41 z. reaffembled, it keeps in the mountains, vi. 
27. is fubducd by Monk, 36. 

--- Scotch, in En&land, defeats the Englifh at 
Newburn upon Tyne, v. 240. levies contributions 
till it is paid by the Englifh parliament, 255· dif
banded, z8z. re-enters Eng'and, 367. joins Fair• 
fax, 368. in conjunction, with him, beats the 
royalifrs at Mar!l:on-moor, 370. takes York, 371. 
receives the King at Newark, 4IO. delivers him up 
to the parliament's army, 415. leaves England, ib. 
re-enters it under the marquis of Hamil tor., 446. is 
rJuted, ib. re-enters England with King Charles If. 
at their head, d. z8. is routed at Worcc1l:er, 
29· 

Arran, Earl, difappointed of the regency of Scotland, 
by cardinal Beaton, iii. 25 5· cabals againft hlin.
and is made regent, 256. lofes his credit by indo
lence. z6I. his pufilanimity, z66. he prepares t() 

crpofe Englifh invad~rs, 301. the difpofition of hi~> 
army, 302. he is defeated, 303. flies with the 
Qgeen Dowager to Sterling, 304. receives fuccours 
from France, 308. gets a penfion from that<:ourt, anri 
the title of Duke of Chatelraulr, 309· is prevailed on. 
to refign the regency to the ~een Dowager, 395· 

--- fon of the former, arrives in Scotland from 
France, iv. 424. 

'ArraJ, congrefs there, ii. 348. treaty there, 349· 
Arra)', commiflion of, filil granted, ii. 3 2 1. com~ 

m1flions of, granted by King Charles I. v.- 32)• 
.Artbur, a pofthumous fon of Geoffrey, third fon of 

Henry II. is inveftcd in the dutchy of Britany under 
the guardianfl1ip of his grandfathe;:r, i. 321. 
-, prince of \Vale', Con of Henry VIL married 

to Catharine of Arragon, i1i. 53· he foon afterwards 
dies, 54· See Cat hm in e. 

a z 
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.J!rticleJ, lords of, aboJ,fued in Scotland, v. 2 8 3. re
fiored, vi. 140. 

---, fix, of religion, eftab~ifhed by the parliament 
in the reign of Henry VII£. iii. 230. a dttail of 
them, ib. 231. gren numbers imprifoned by reafon 
of not alfenting to thefe articles, 234· and fet at li
berty by Cromwell's meJm, ib. 1 he ldW executed 
with rigour on diffenters from thefe aJticle~, 242. 
mitig'1ted, 263. _ 

.Artois, Robert, or Robert D' Artois, his !hameful crime, 
ii. 170. hi, arrival in England occafions a war between 
France and England, 17 I. he is fent to tlbe re~ief of 
the counters of Mountfort; I 88. dies ef a nound, ib • 

.1/rundel, earl, is condemr.ed by the houfe of peers, ii. 
262. executed, ib. 

./lfcham, the commonwealth's envoy at Madrid, murder
ed, vi. 6) . 

.t!fiue, Anne, her cruel fufferings for denying the real 
prefence, iii. 272. . 

A foley, .. lord, one of the cabal, vi. z_oo. his character, ib . 
./ljke, Mr. heads an infurreCl:ion againft Henry VIII. 

iii. 21 5. is taken, condemned, and executed, z18. 
.d.!fa.flins, their prince, his name and authority, i. 342. 

he caufes Conrade, marquis of Monferrat, to be affaf
:linated, 343-

.d.ffimhly, general~ in Scotland,_ its proceedings, iv. 570. 
another, v. 2Z3· anoth~r. 224. another, 359· 
another, 439· its proceedings,. 440. 
-- of divines at Well:minfier, v. 38~· 
.tltheljlan, eldeft fon of Egbert, obtains of his father a 

part of hi-s dominions, i. 48. and dies in his li-fe. 
time, 50. 

----, natural fon and fucceffor of Edward the El
'tler, his liberality to the church, i. 7u he expells his 
qrothers, 7 3· fubdues Scotland, ib. his death, 7 5. 
Jiis laws, 149· 

.t!thelwold, his paffion for Elfrida, i. 87. its efftCl::, 88. 

.{lthenians, their politenefs, v. 4co. 

.Attainder, a fevere law about it, iii. 233 • 

.llubigny, count, created earl of Lennox. See Lennox. 
_.dudley, lord, heads an infurreCl:ion againft Henry VII· 

iii. H• his party is defeated, 47· and he is taken 
and executed, ib. 

-, Sir Th<>mas, the feals are put into his hands, iii. 
17 3· he prefides as lo~d high fteward at the trial of 
the marquis of- Exeter and his accomplices, 228. 

./lugfourgb, league thf!re, vi. 414. 

./lugujiin, a monk, .arrives in Britain, i. 24. his corre
fpondence with pope Gregory, 25. his orders from 
Rome, 26. . 

.dugujline friars, their church granted to German Iuthe
rans, j,j. 333•· 

Auras,·· battle of, ii. 223-• 

.t!lljlria, duke of, Leopold, arrefts· Richard I. ii. 34 5. 
imprifons and loads him with irons, 346. produces 
him befbre the diet of Ratifbon, in order to his being 
tried there at the fuit of the French King, 348. is 
fl:ruck with remorfe for his injuftice to that prince, 
SSI• in his laft will orders the unpaid part of the 

7 

ranfom to be rem:tted, and the ho!1a~es- to· be fet at 
liberty, 352. 

.Arrvergne, a general council of Chrifrendom com encd 
there, i. z Hl• 

.Aq;j,, daughter of the carl of Glocefter, an heiref', is 
married to prince John, i. 331. d.vorced from him-, 
359· 

.AJcue, Sir George, reduces the American colcn:e,, vi. 
· 35· fights De Ruyter, 4I. 

.Azincour, battle of, ii, 309. compared with thofe of 
Creffy and. Poitiero, 3 w. 

B. 
. ... 

BA BING 'TON's confpiracy, iv. 59)• how dif.. 
covered, 596. it is affented to 'by ~een Mary, 

597. the c.onfpirators are fe:zed and executed, 598. 
Bac-on, Sir- Nicolas, made lord keeper on the acceilion of 

OEeen Elizabeth, iv. 406. one of the commiffion
ers in the collferences concerning ~een Mary, 49). 
in qu:ility of lord keeper he tells the parliament in 
the <eeen's name, that they are forbid to meddle in 
affairs of fl:ate, 52 1. 

-- Sir Francis, fon of the former, difplays the un
dutiful expreflions contained in Effcx's letters, iv • 
689. draws up a narrative of :he earl's examinatiOll 
in council, 690. reads it to the ~een, 691. his 
fevere fpeech on his trial, 699· his anecdote con
cerning torture, 719. his humanity, 720. his fall 
after being made chancellor, v. 76. his fentence, 
77· his charaCter, 131. 

Bade/jmore, lord, punifhed for infolence and brut;l· 
cruelty, i-i. I39· tried and executed, 141. 

Badily defe,tcd, vi. 4I· 
Badon, battle there, i. I7· 
Baillie of Jervifwood, his trial, vi. 365. fentence and 

execution, 366 • 
Eainham, James, tortured and burnt for herefy, iii • 

188. 
Bald<t'Jin, earl of Flanders, kindly receives Tofti, elder 

brother of Harold, i. 127. encourages the Norman 
invaders, I 32· proteCts King Henry's nephew, 
William, 238. is flain, ib. , 

Baliol, Edward, fon and heir of John, late King of 
Scotland, is brought from France to England,. ii • 
163. The progrefs of his invafion of Scotland, 164 • 
he is crowned at Scone, 165. lofes his kingdom by 
a quick revolution, 166. is once more acknowledged 
King by a Scots parliament, I 67 ,_ agai-n expelled, 
J68. 

Ball, John, a feditious preacher, his charaCter, ii. 245. 
he katters the fparks of fedition, ib. 

Ballard, John, inlligated to· affalfrnate Q!!een Elizabeth. 
iv. 594· See Babington, 

Bannockhurn, battle of, ii. 13 5. 
Barehones Praife-God, his parliament, vi. 50. his 

hiftory, p. the aCl:s of his parliament, ib. it re
figns its authority, 53• 

Bari8, 
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lfari, a general council of Chrill:endom affembleJ there, 
i. 216. itsproceedings, ib. 

D 

Barnardijlon, Sir SamLel, fined, vi. j6+ 
Barons, their court~, how confl:itutcd, i. 401. their leg~l 

power therein, ib. the regard thty pa:d, and why, 
to the fciences, 404. they are, and \vhy, conll:ituent 
members of a feudal padiament, 4c6. an account 
of the component members of a barony, 407. the 
ft •te of a great baron, 421. his oppreffive power, 
422. their fentirnen;s of government, ii. 3· their 
anfwer to Henry JIL when furnrnooed to parliament, 
13· their attendance in parliament armed, ib. they 
complain of their King's attachment to foreigners, I 4· 
and of his partial preference of them, 15. and of 
their proud behav1our, I 6. twenty-four are ern
powered in parliament to reform the ftate, 28. their 
proceedings, 29. they caufe the King's half-brothers 
to be banifhed, ib. their tyrannical acts, 30. they 
lofe their popularity, 31. they publifh a new code 
of ordinances, 32. Their breach of truft becomes 
~pparent, 33· the adminiilration is wrefted by the 
King out of their hands, 35. they acguiefce after 
one effort, 36. headed by Leicefter they commence 
hoftilities, 38. fubmit to the arbitration of the French 
King, 39· reject his award, 40. are unfuccefsful 
in war againft the King, 41. give him battle at 
Lewes, 42. take the Kmg and his brother prifoners, 
4-3- after the victory they renew the fubmiffion to 
the French King, 43. arc tyrannized over by their 
leader, the earl of LP.icefter, 44· the proceedings of 
the rebel barons affernbled in parliament, H· another 
rebel parliament, to which two knights of the fhire, 
and two deputies from each purrough are fum maned, 
46. the arbitrary proceedings of this parliament, 47· 
t~e revolting barons are fubdued by the prince at 
Evefharn, so. how the feats of barons in parliament 
were· held after this battle, 87. are difcontented 
at Gavafton's power, 127. come armed to parli
ament, I 28. they banifh Gavafton in parliament, 
and exaCt an oath of him never to return, 129. a 
junto of barons is, in another armed parliament, af
figned to enaCt ordinances for the good of the fiate, 
130. thty raife an army, 131. caufe Gavafton's 
head to be ftruck off, tho' a prifoner by capitulation, 
132. they are pardoned, ib. the power of the 
barons declines, and why, 28I. their antient ftate, 
how gradually changed, 444· their power, how fub
verted, iv. 737· 

Br<ronets, titles of, fold, v: 40. 
Baronies, great, how divided, ii. 86. their influence in 

the ftate, ib. 
Barnes, Dr. burnt for herefy, iii. 242. his refolution 

on that occafion, ib. 
.Barnet, battle of, ii. 408. 
Barton. See Kent. 
Barton, a Scotfrnan, turns pirate, iii. 8 3· goes out on 

a cruife againft the Engltfb, ib. is ktlled, ib. 
Bajilides, John, Czar, how and why favourable to Eng

lith merchants~ iv. 7 3 2. 

.. 
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Ballard;·~ law of, ii. 54, 
EaJiwick, Dr. tried, v. 2of. his fentence reverfed~ 

2 53· 
Battle, trial by ir, how general, i. 317. 
Battles, at Aberdeen, v. 393· Alford, v. 395· Aln~ 

wick, i. 303. Auras, ii. 223. Azincour, ii. 3c9. 
Badon, i. 17. Bannockburn, ii. I35· Barnet, ii. 
408. Bauge, bart'e of, ii. 317. Blackheath, iii. 46. 
Blare heath, i. 3 i6. Bofworth, iii. I • .l:'othv. ell-bridge, 
vi, 309. Bovine~, i. 381. Bradocdown, v. 343· Char
mouth, i, 47· Cherington, v. 368. Confarbick, 
vi. 247. Crecy, ii. 197· Cropey-bridge, v. 372. 
Dunbar, vi. 25. Dur.es, vi. 84. Edgehill, v. 337• 
Erne-river, ii. 165. Evefharn, ii. 49· .Floudon, iii, 
92. Guinegate, iii. 89. Haftings, i. I 38. Hexharn, ii. 
39I. Homeldon, ii. 287. Horncaftle, v. 356. Jarnac, 

• iv. 530. Jnvernefs, v. 305. Klf}th, v. 403. 
Lanfdown, v. 345. Leipfick, v, 190. Lewes, 1i. 
42. Lutzen, v. 191 .. Marll:onmoor, v. 370. Me
thuen, ii. 120. Newburn upon Tyne, v. 240. 
Newbury, firft battle of, v. 354· fecond there, 
373· Otterburn, ii. 25. Pavia, iii. q6. Perth, 
v. 393• Philiphaugh, v. 403. Pinkey, iii. 302. 
Poittiers, ii. 212. Prague, v. 71. Prefton, v. 
446. Seneffe, v. 241~ St. Albans, firft battle of, 
it, 374· fecond there, 381. St. Orner, vi. 252. 
Touton, ii. 386. Verneuil, ii. pq. Wakefield, 
ii. 380. Warfau, vi. 345· Worcefter, v. 29. 

Bauge, battle of, ii. 3 1 7. 
Bayonne, a league formed there to extirpate the Hugo .. 

nots of France, iv. 529. 
Beaton, cardinal, head of the ca:tbolicks in Scotland, 

iii, 255. is faid to have forged a will of James V. 
appointing him and fame others regents, ib. he is 
deprived of the regency by the Earl of Arran, and 
committed to cufiody-, 256. procures his liberty, 
and cabals againft Arran, ib. applies to France for 
affifl:ance, 25 7. his violent perfecution of Wifhart, 
298. who foretels his downfal, ib. the cardinal is 
murdered in his caftle, 299· his affaffins protected 
by Henry VIII. hold out the caftle for fame time,. 
~b. but are at'laft forced to furrender, 300. 

Beauchamp of Holt, Lord, condemned by the houfe of 
peers, ii. 255· he was the firfl. peer that was pro
moted to a !eat in the houfe of lords by patent, 292. 

Becket, St. See Thomas a Becket~ 
Bedford, Duke, fon ofHenry IV. ii. 297· appointed re .. 

gent of Fran_ce by his bro~her on, his ~eath-bed, 31 Y• 
by t~e parltarnent, appomted guard1an of the king
dom, 323· h1s charaCter, 324,• he rnar.ries a prin
cefs of the houfe of Burgundy:, 3 2 5. makes anal
liance at Amiens with the dukes of Burgundy and 
Brittany, 326.. he gains great advantages over the 
French, 327. further fucceifes, 3z8. defeats the 
French and Scots forces at Verneu.l, 329. corn
pofes difFerences between the duke of G!ocefier and 
the bifh0p of Winchelter, 331. obliges the duke of 
Brittany to renounce his new alliance with France 
344· is obliged to raife tlle fiege of Lagni, 347: 

!ofe~ 
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Jofes the alliance of the Duke of Burgundy, 348. 
his death and character,. 349• 

Bedloe's narrative, vi, z86. its effects, 287. his 
death, 3 '9· 

Beer, an exci(e on it firft granted, v. 365. 
Bell, Robert, a member of the hou(e of commons, his 

motion againft monopolies, iv. 5Z4· he is feverely 
reprimanded for it by the council, ib. 

Ienedifline monks, a defcription and hillory of them, i. 
77· they are expelled out of their monafteries, 89. 
ieveral fynods are called concerning them, 90. 

. BMtvolences, or loans, firft levied, ii. z8z. juftified by 
a ftatute, iii. 41. how demanded in the reign of 
~een Elizabeth, iv. 721. in the reign of James I. 

·V. 96. how enforced in the reign of Charles I. 15 z. 
refufers to comply are i:npriioned by order of coun
cil, 153· a trial enfues, 154. the judgment of the 
court, ib. the effect of thefe proceedings on the na
ti9n, 155· condemned by the houfe of commom, 
164. but foon practiCed by them, zs 5. and by their 
army, 447· 

Berengaria, a princefs of the houfe of Navarre, is mar
ried to Richard I. at Cyprus, i. 3 3 8. fue attends 
him to the holy-land, ib. 

Jlerkjiead, his trial, vi. 149· 
Bernard, St. preaches a new crufade, i. 259· divers 

E11glifu noblemen engage in it, ib. 
l3erner, Sir J 11nes, is condemned to de1th by the houfe 

of peers, ii. 2 55. . 
Bernicia, the antient name of Northumberland, i. 18. 
Bertha, ~een of Kent, her zeal for chriftianity, i. zz. 
Bigod, earl mar!bal, fecretly meets with the high con-

itable and other barons, to confu!t for the good 
of the ftate, ii. 27. has a great hand in mak
ing the rrovifions of Oxford, 28. joins Prince Ed
ward in fupport of the roya1 caufe, 39· on the lofs 
of the battle of Lewes, he fLes beyond the feas, 43· 
on his return, a violent contention happens between 
the king, earl marlhal, and the conllable, I o 1. the 
earl mar!bal and high conftable, frame a remonftrance, 
mentioning divers breaches of the great charter, 102 • 

. they obtain the great charter, aod another called 
the Ieifer charter, to be confirmed by the parliament, 
~nd by the king, then in Fl nders, 103. upon the 
king's return, they obtain a folemn confirmation of 
thefe charters in parliament, with other fecuriti~s, 
IO+· . 

Bible, a tranflation of it made by Tindal, promotes the 
reformation, iii. 187. many of them are bcJrnt in 
Cheapfide, ib. a new trani1ation of it is p:·opofed 
by the convocat!on, zoo. arguments, for and againft 
tran!l ting it, 20 r. the tranfLJtion is finifh~;;d, and 
printed in three years, zoz. is ordcreJ t·, be cau
tiouily uled, 219. permitted i:1 every family, 234· 
propofals for arne,nding th.e tran1lation, z 50. the ufe 
ofitisrelhained, 2).1· 

Bilney, Thomas, a pricft, embraces the reformation, 
iii. t88. his fortittJde in fuffering, ib. 

Bijhops~ a co:1fcituent part of a feudal parliament, i. 4"J6. 

E x. 
how ·Oppreffed by the court of Rome, ii. 22. tl1e 
king is allowed to create them by letters patent, ii. 30". 
complain of want of power, 329. a refolution 1s 
taken to deprive thofe that are catholics, 3 30. many 
of them are deprived, 3 3 1. the power of bilhops is 
increafed by the parliament, 3 39 they decline to 
be prefent at the co~onation of ~een Elizabeth, iv. 
407. regulations, relative to them, are made, 4 I o. 
on ~een Elizabeth's acceffion, moil: of them are de. 
graded for non-compliance, 412. their votes in the 
.boule of peers are abolifued, v. 317. reftored, vi • 
144· 

Bijhops, twelve, their proteftation, v. 308. they are 
impeached, ib. 
-- fix, committed by the privy council, vi. 

401. tried in the king's bench, 408. acquitted, 

4°9· 
Blackheat!J, b lttle of, iii. 46. 
Biake, admiral, purfues P1ince Rupert, vi. 34· fights 

Tromp, 40. takes and difperfes the hening bu!fes, 41. 
fights De Ruyter near the Goodwin far.ds, ib. beats 
Tromp in the channel, 42. feizes a fquadron of 
French !hips, 64. terrifies the Duke of Tufcany, 67. 
compels the Dey of Algiers to make peace, ib. takes 
hvo Spanilh galleons, 69. burns a Spanilh fleet, 70. 
his death and charaC.ter, ib. 

Blood, his confpiracy againft Ormond, vi. 207. his 
attempt to fteal the regalia, 208. he is pardoned, 
ib. and becomes a favourite, 209. 

Bfo,eheath, battle of, ii. 376. 
Boadzcea,_ ~een of the Iceni, hiftory of her, i. 6. 
Bockland, \\hat, i. 162. 
Bohemia, its blind king appears in the army of the 

French king, at the battle of Cree)·, ii. 19"· h1s 
behaviour, and fate, in the battle, 199· the 
honour thence accruing to the Princes of Wale~, ib. 
its ftate before, and when the electcJr Palatine of tl':e • 
Rhine became its king, v. 68. his acetffion, 69. 
the kingdom is fubdued by the Emperor, 7 J, 

Bohun, high-conll:ab!e, he fecretly meets with divers 
barons, to confult for the fafety of the kingdom, ii. 
27. H~s confederates obta;n the provifi :ns of Ox
forJ to be made, 28. he joins Prince Edward in the 
royal caufe, 39· a vio:ent altercation happens be
tween the king and him, and the earl marlhal, 101. 
he eml:Jr ~ces Lancafter's party againft Gavaftot,, 
J31. 

Boleyn, Anne, her hiftory, and introduClion to the court 
ofEngland, iii. r61. the king fets his affections on 
her, ib. .!he undermines Wolfey, ib. is created 
1\1archionefs of Pt:mbroke, and privatdy married to 

the king, 173· becomes fcon p1egnant, 174. her 
marriage is confirmed by the arcJ.bi!hop of Canter
bury, '7'>· her coronation and delivery, 1b. fr.e 
Jofe& the king's favour, zoz. an acconnt of her ac
culers, and of the crimes with which fhe is ch;1rged, 
203. .!he is fent to the Tower,. 204. her concef
fions and forlorn il:ate, ib. her affecting let~rto the 
king, zo5. her trial and condemnation, 207. her 

execution, 
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execution, and mean bu-rial, zo8. 
together with her accomplices, z 1 o. 
ter is declared illegitimate, ib. 

N 

£he is attainted, 
and her daugh-

Bolton Cajlle, ~een Mary is confined there, iv. 492. 
carried from thence to Fotheringay caftle, 599• 

Bomhay, acquired by England, vi. 149. 
Bonner, biiliop, deprived of his fee, and committed for 

denying the real prefence, iii, 317. reflored on the 
acceffion of ~een Mary, 352. employed to affi!l 
Gardiner ·in perf.:cuting the proteibnts, 378, his 
zeal and cruelty in that employment, ib. he de
grades Cranmer at Oxford, with joy and exultation, 
3 89. is fl:ghted by Qlleen Elizabeth, at her accef
fion, and defpifed by all men, iv, 404. 

Boniface VJJI. his character, iv. 98, his bull, 99· 
its effects in England, ib. he abfolves Edward from 
his oaths to abfolve the charaB:ers, 105. \\rites to 
him in behalf of the Scots, 113. his interpofition 
for the Scots, proves unfuccefsful, 1 r 4· he obtains 
the firll fruits in England, diipenfes with Gavafron's 
oath, to abjure the realm for ever, 129. 

Booth, Sir George, h1s infurreB:ion quelled, vi. 49• 
Bo.fworth:field, battle of, ii,_ 438. its effeB:, iii. 1. 

Bothwell, Earl, becomes a favoLuite of ~een Mary of 
Scotland~ i1'. 469. procures liberty to the baniilied 
lords to return, ib. his charaB:er, 473· the fufpi
ci~ns he falls under, on account of his great intereft 
with the ~een, ib. and differences with Earl Mur
ray, ib. he is fuppo{ed to be concerned in the mur-
der of Darnly, 47 4· accufed by the Earl of Lennox, 
tried and acquitted, 47S. an affociation is formed to 
protect him, 476; Recommended, and why, by the 
nobility to ~een Mary, as a fit hu!band, ib. he 
feizes the Q:een, and carries her to Dunbar, where 
he is faid to have raviilied her, 477· obtains a par
don for. all former crimes, ib. and a fpeedy di
vorce from his \\-ife in two different courts; 478, 
conducts the OEeen to Edinburgh, where the bans of 
·marriage with- her are publiilied, ib. is married to 
the ~een by a proteftant biiliop, 479· attempts to 
get the young prince into his power, 481, worfted 
by the forces of the confederated nobility, ib. he 
flies to the Orkneys, 482. his profl:gate life, and 
miferable death in Denmark, ib. 
-- another, a nobleman, defcended frolll a natu

ral fon of King James V. how, and wherefore patro
nized by Q:een Elizabeth, iv. 66o. 
-- bridge, battle of, vi, 309. 
Bouchain, taken by the French king, vi. 249· 
Boulogne, Count of Euftace, murders a townfman of 

Dover, i. 117. engages under the banner of Wil
liam, Duke ofNormandy, 134· foments an infur
reB:ion againft him, 172. joins in an infurreB:ion 
againft Robert, Duke of Normandy, 204•-
-- Count of, Matthew, commences hoftilities 

againft Henry H. i. 309, is mortally wounded,. 
ib. 

D 

a city, befieged and taken by Henry VIII. iii, 
26 5· the French attempting to ntakeit, are repulfed,, 

E X. 
3 2 3, 3 24-. it is reilored to France for a fum of money. 
330· 

Bo-vines, battle of, i. 381, 
Boyd, Lord, one of ~een Mary's commiffioners, ap> 

pointed to confer with thofe of ~een Elizabeth.
iv. f9Z· 

Brabanyons, what; i. 308. the original of a new fort 
of armies, ib. 

Bradockdown, batlle of, v. 343· 
Brandmhurgh, eleCtor of, takes party 

v;. 227. commands the German 
chafed from Colonar by Turenne, 
Swedes, then a!Jies of France, z,p. 
in the treaty of Nimeguen, z64. 

Bread, affize of, firft fettled, ii. 55. 
Breda, treaty there, vi. 176. 

with the ftates, 
troops,.. and is 
2+I. beatsthe 
and b included. 

Breban, law, aboliilied in Ireland, v. 40. 
Bretigni, in the Chartraine, peJce~ there made between 

England and France, ii. 221. 

Bribery, firft introduced into England, iii. 366. 
Brijlol, city, taken by Prince Rupert, v. 348. retaken. 

by Fairfax, 401. · 
- Earl, fent to Spain, v. 87. takes his leave of 

the King of Spain, 101. returns, 102. is not fum
maned to parliament, till the peers interpofe in his 
behalf, If)· 

Britain, and Brit-1ins1 their antient ftate, i. z. their'" 
religion, 3. Crefar lands there, ib. how it is re
garded by his firfl: fuc'ceffor, 5· Suetonius Paulinus, 
made governor, ib. his adminiftration, 6, the go
vernment devolves on Agricola, See Agricola. 
Boadicea, ~een of the Iceni, conquered, ib. it is 
all fubdued except Caledonia, 7· Adrian's wall 
there bu:Jt and improved, ib. it is deferred by the 
Romans, 10. by Vortigern's advice, the Britains 
apply to the. Saxons, 11. are aided by Saxons, 13 •. 

betrayed by them, ib. ilieltered in Armorica, 14. 
they fettle there, 15. make war with the Weft
Saxons, 16. are defeated in battle, 17. their eccle- · 
fiaftical government, 43. 

Britanny, its Duke, Conan yields Nantz to Henry H. 
i. z67 dies, 268. the dutchy is feized by Henry II. 
and. allotted fo~ his third fon Geoffry, 306, the army 
of Its nobles IS defeated by Henry II. 3 to. its. 
Duke, Arthur, nephew of Richard I. is declared his 
fucceffor, 3 56. but fet afide by John, Richard's 
brother, ib. his caufe is favoured by the French 
King, 357· deferted by him, 358'. a commotion 
is made in his favour, 3 59· how far fuccefsful, and. 
what a11iftance, 360. he is made a prifoner by King. 
John, 36_1. murdered by him, 36z. the dutchy 
obeys Allee, a younger daughter of Confl:antia, 362". 
vigorouily promotes the French King's intereft againft: 
King John, 368. Charles of Bloi5, becomes Duke 
of Bntanny in right of his wife, daughter a-nd {ole_ 
heirefs of the laH: duke, ii. I 85. great diftraetions. 
follow, by the ambition of the connt ofMountfort,. 
ib. his fon is acknowledged duke, and gets quiet;_ 
poffeilioRJ 22 r,. the Duke of Britanny enters into an. 

alliance.· 
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alliance wilh the- Dukes of Bedford and Burgundy 
againft France, 3 ~6. withdraws him(elf from that al
liance, 3 3!. and enters into connexi ms wich· 
Charles the French king, 332· at the head of a 
powerful army, invades .Normandy, 358. its Hat', 
dLtring the re1gn of Henry VII. iii. 20. it is invad
f·d by the French, 2 t. feebly fu pported by EnglanJ, 
:z6. annexed to the French crown, 29. the Spani
ards land there to fupport the league in France, iv. 
6:;o. are drove out of it by Englifh troops fent over 
by ~een Elizabeth, to aid the hench king, 661. 

B ·uhnGt, Duke of Effex, fiain by the D.wes, i. 93· 
Brzu, Robert, claims the crown of Scotland, i1. 77· 

acknowledges Edward'; right of fuperiority over Scot
land, 78. his claim to the Scots crown is rejeCted 
by Edward's award, 79· 

--- Robert, his fon and fuccdfor to his pretenlinns, 
refolves to relieve Scotland, ii. 1 I7• efcapes into 
Scotland, 118. For the ref!:, fee Scotland. 

BuchanaJJ, George, io appointed to afiill: in the confe. 
rences concemir.g ~t:en JVJary, iv. 492. 

B~ckingham, Duke, becomes head of a party at court, 
ii. 419. joins the duke of Glocefier, 421. pro
m'fe> to fupport him in all his enterprizes, 4-24. ha
rangue> the citizens of London on the duke's title to 
the crown, 427. the ridiculous farce he aCl:s with 
the duke, in prefence of the mayor, in order to per
fuade him to accept of the royal dignity, 428. 
how rewarded by the duke of Glocefl:er, when king, 
430. he rebels, and is executed, 434· 

Buckingham, Duke, incurs the difpleafure of cardinal 
W olfey, iii. I I 1. is tried, and executed, 11 5. 
-- another, his charaCl:er, v. 89. he obrains 

'leave to go to Spain with the Prince, 91. fets out, 
92. returns, 95. lays a narrative of the marriage 
·treaty before the parliament, 97. falls under the 
difpleafure of the hou(e of commons, 141. IS Im
peached, 145· chofen chancellor of the Univerfity 
of Cambridge, 147· makes love to the Q:!een of 
France, I 57· is made commander in chief of the 
fleet and army fent to the relief of Roche!, 1 s 8. de
feated, ib. fent again, I 77. murdered, ib. 

--- advifes the King to accept·Of the Scots offers, 
vi. 15. attends him in Scotland, ~7. his charaCl:er, 
zoo. he becomes a member of the cabal, ib. is 
fent to France, zo 5. £uf peCl:e:l of encouraging Blood, 
207. impeached, 235· difgraced, 242. fent to 
the Tower, zp. r.eleafed, zsz. his charaCter as 
an author, 452. 

lJur.det, Thomas, his crime, iv. 416. 
.Burgundy, Duke, divifions between his family and that 

of Orleans, are fomented by Henry IV. of Englar.d, 
ii. 29 z. Both families are afiified with men by that 
prince, ib. the duke of Burgundy caufes the duke 
of Orleans to be afrafiinated, 303. wars are carried 
on very violently between thefe two families, 304. 
Burgundy expelled France, fecretly folicits the aid of 
Henry V. of England, F7· affilied by the ~een 
of France, he gains great fu.cceifes, 3 I •· his par-

E X. 

ty butchers great numbers of the Armagnacs iJII 
Paris, 31 z. agrees to a treaty and interview with 
the dauphin, 313· is a!faffinated by the dauphin's 
partizans, 3 I 4· the young duke of Burgundy con~ 
eludes a tre1ty with Henry of England at Troye, 
3 I~. his friendfhip is courted by the duke of Bed
ford, regent of England, 3 2 5· a treaty of alliance 
is concltJded between the dukes of Burgundy, Bed
ford, and Brittany, 326. the duke of Burgundy is 
difgufied at the duke of Glocefter's letters and preten
fions, 330. refolves to rtfume his natural connex
ions with his family and country, 331. recalls his 
troops from the fiege of Orleans, 3 3 5. attends a 
congrefs, in order to a reconciliation with Charles 
the French king, 348. enters into a trelty with him 
again£!: England, 349· fruitlefsly invefl:s Calais, 3S I. 
h1s fon Charles enters into an alliance with Edward 
JV. of England, 396. how he receives the news of 
Edward's ill fortune, 404. his politic conduCl: there
.on, 405. He ~ecret!y aids th~ exiled ~ing, 406. 
forms a league with him, afce-r h1s refl:oratwn, againil: 
France, 4Io. but brings him no a!lifl:ance durin"' 
the invafion of France, concerted be,ween them, 41 t 
his death and charatler, 4'4· the effeet of his 
death, 41 5· 

Burgundy, dutchefs of, her jntrigues again£!: Henry VII. 
iii. I 5. fhe fends forces to invade England, 1 6. 
hatches the fcheme of Perkin W arbeck's impoil:ure, 
34• openly avows his interefl:, 3 5. 

Burleigh, Lord, the ~een by him, as lord keeper, ex
pre!Tes her difpleafure at the common,, for meddling 
with her prerogative, iv. 64I. He advifes to frugal 
mealures, 662. becomes Elfex's rival, 67 z. his 
death, and lafl: aCl: in affairs of fl:ate, 67 5. one of 
his fpeeches preferved, 722. his computation of the 
~een's gifts to E!fex, 730. the extraordinary num
ber of his fervants, 735· 

Burly, Sir Simon, his hiflory, ii. 255. he is con
demned by the Peers, zs-6. and executed, notwi:h
fl:anding of the ~een's interceffion for him on her 
knees, ib. 

Burrov.JJ, their fl:ate at the conque!l, i. 409. the rank 
of their burgeifes, by the antient Englifh feudal law 
4I o. how kept in perpetual dependance, 4'4· b; 
what means proteCted, 4I7. deputies from them 
fi1 fl:, and why called to parliament, ii. 46. whe~ 
ereCl:ed by patent, 8g. and enjoined to fend de
puties to parliament, go. the influence and charac
ter of thofe deputie~, 91. how ranked at their fidl: 
appearance in parliament, ib. their confideration 
encreafes, 92. a difquifition into the antiquities of 
feats of burgeifes in Pafliament, 94• 

c. 

C ABAL, their charatl:er, vi. zoo. their c:o~ncifs, 
201. their prepofl:erous f~hemes, 236. 

Cab6ot's trial, vi. 49· 
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Cahot, Sebaftian, fent by Henry VIII. difcovers America, 

iii 66. 
Cade, John, in Kent a!rumes the name of Mortimer, ii. 

366. an account of his infurreCl:ion, 367. 
Cadiz, taken and plundered by the Englif11, iv. f:65. 
Crt:for, Julius, invades Britain, i. 4· he leaves it, ib. 
CtFjars, four fucceeding, their opinions and tranfaB:ions 

in Britain, i. 5. . 
Calais, befieged by Edward III. ii. 200. a treaty of 

furrender is propofed, 202." it is furrendered, 203. 
the double treachery of the governor appointed by 
Edward, 204. it is ceded by treaty to England, 
221. the annual expence of keeping it, 322. be
fieged by the French, 350. taken by them, iii. 
393, 394· demanded back in the fubfequenttreaty, 
but refufed, 504. 

Caledania, alone withftands the Roman arms, i. 7· 
Calixtus II. Pope, calls a general council at Rheims, i. 

238. his charaCl:er of Henry I. 239· his differences 
with him, 243· his political treatment of princes, 
244· 

Camhden, John, his charatler, v. 132. 
Cambridge, Trinity-college there, founded by Henry 

VIII. iii. 286. 
(;ampeggio, the pope's legate, joined with Wolfey, for 

tr1al of the king's marriage, iii. 155· his artful 
and double dealing in that affair, 15 6-rs 9• he is 
deprived of his bifuopric in England, 178. 

Canaries, a fea-fight there, vi. 70. 
Canon laws, a body of taem ordered to be prepared, 

iii. 329. introduced into Scotland, vi. 218. 
Canterbury, the canons of Chrifr-church there, their ex

traordinary conduCl: on the death of their primate, i. 
368. its confequences at Rome, 3"69. another dif
puted elecbon there, ii. 18. 

Canute ;he Great, fon and fucce!ror of Sweyn, harralfes 
England, i. 103. fights feveral battles with Edmond 
Ironfide, Io4. makes peace w·th him, 105. after 
his death, obtains the crown of Eo gland by a decree 
of the nobles, ib. his adminiftration, 1c6. He 
marries Emma, widow of Ethelred, and fifter of 
Richard of Normandy, 107. makes a voyage to Den
mark, ib. defeats the king of Sweden there, 1 o8. con
q.uers Norway, ib. undertakes an expedition into 
Scotland, 109. makes the Scots king do him ho
mage for the county of Cumberland, I 10. dies, 
ib. 

Ca•·ew's trial, vi. 13 )• 
Carlijle, Mary ~een of Scots firft confined there, after 

htr efcape into England, iv. 49()· 
- -b.fh)p of, his fpeech in puliament, when the 

charge againil: Richard II. is exhibited there, ii. 27 1. 

he 15 fent a prifoner to the Abbey of St. Albans, 
272 

Ca,liis, ea~!, taken prifoner at the battle of Selway, 
;ii. 2)4· releafed on condiriom, 255. furrenders 
himfelf again, and is careiftd by the kmg, 2)7•. 

Cafrm:r, prince, heads an army of Germans, to afiift 
an army of Hugonots in France, iv. 546, 547• 

VoL. VI. 

Ca.flille, its king, Peter, his charaB:er, ii 224. he is 
obliged, by a fuccefsful rebellion, to take fu~lrer in 
Guienne, 22~. the prince of Wales goes witll him, 
quells the rebellion, 226. and .reftores the banifu
ed king, ib. he is afterwards murdered by his own 
brother, z 27. its king, Philip, lands in England, iii. 
57. his entertainment from, and converfation with 
Henry VII. 58. he invites over, and obtains a 
pardon for the earl of Suffolk, ~9· 

Cajllemain, earl, his trial, vi. 138. · 
Catharine of Arragon, married to Arthur, Prince of 

Wales, i. 53· after his death, contraB:ed to his 
brother Henry, 54· married to him, 72. doubts 
raifed concerning the validity of this marriage, 149, 
I 50. fue folicits the affifl:ance of the emperor her 
nephew, 157. her pathetic fpeech to the king be
fore the court of delegates, ib. 158. fue refufes to 
anfwer that c~urt, and is declared contumacious, ib. 
refufes to anfwer the arch-bifhop's court, and is 
again declared contumacious, 17 5. infifts on the ce
remonial of a ~een, ib. her marriage is confirmed 
at Rome, I77· her death, I95· and affeCl:ing let
ter to the king, ib. 

- Princefs of France, is tnarried to Henry V. ii. 
3 I 6. after· his death, marries a Welch gentleman, 
329. is the foundation of the grandeur of that 
houfe, ib. 

- of Portugal, is married to King Charles II. of 
England, vi. 148. her dowry, ib. 

Catholicks. See Protiflants, Hugomts, Reformers. 
Cattle, their value before the conqueft, i. 161. in the 

reign of Richard I. ii. s6· 
Cc.<Vendifh, Thomas, his fortunate expedition to the 

South Seas, iv. 627. his triumphant return, 6z8. 
Ceaulin, King of We!rex, defeats Ethelbert in battle, i. 

zo. is defeated by him, 21. dies, ib. 
Cecil, Sir Robert, an enemy of the Earl of E!rex, made 

mafl:er of the wards, iv. 68 S• its effeB: on that 
nobleman, 686. Libels againft him, are difperfed by 
Elfex's party, 688. he treats Em~x. when examined 
in council, witll regard and humanity, 690. fbews 
the ~een a letter from Sir Walter Raleigh, whe!l 
under difgrace, 693. he becomes unpopular, by 
difcovering his inclinations for peace with Spain, 
695. A rema,kable palfage in a memorial dral"n by 
him, 717. his account of the exper.ce of keeping 
Ireland, 729. 

-- Sir WJ!;iam, made fecretary of !l: ·te, on ~een 
Elizabeth's accefiion, iv. 406. his argumer-ts in fa
vour of the reformatic.n, ib. and for affifiing the 
corgregation in Scotlard, 42 5, 426. figns a treaty 
with the French at Edinbur~·.h, 427. h:s apology to 
the parliament, for the Q:!een's averfion at rr.2king a 
fettlement of the fucceHion, 4 ;o. his .advice to 
<z!een Eh:abeth, concnning her concutl: ro Queen 
rvlary on her arrival in England, 4S8, 4f'9, 490. 
be is appointed one of the commi!Tioners to enquire 
into ~een Mary's conduct, 4115· his interefl: anq 
pudence gain him high authonty with the ~een, 
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5 I I. he is fent by ~een Elizabeth, with propofals 
to ~een Mary, 518, 519. writes to Lennox the 
regent on that {abject, 519. gets the ticle of Lord 
Burleigh, 537• difcovers Norfolk's and Rodolphi's 
confpira::y, ib. See Burleigh. 

Ce!ejiine, Pope, denies the French king's requeft, i. 
34I. renews the commiffion of legate to Long
champ, 342.. is applied to hy Q!een Eleanor, 
to interpofe his authority on behalf of her fon, 
346. 

--- another, abfolves the Scots king from his o:Hhs 
to Edward I. ii. 96. 

Ce/lwulph, fon of Kinred, murderer· of Oirid king of 
Mercia, fucceeds to that kingdom, i, 31. this line 
holds it tifl anarchy prevails there, 32. 

Cerclic, a Saxon chieftain, lands in Britain, i. 16, his 
wars with the Britains, 17. and death, ib. 

- another, founds the kingdom ofWeifex, i. 37• 
his poftedty hold it, 38. the viciffitudes of fortune 
they were fubject to, 39· till the crown is fettled on 
Egbert, 40. 

CerealiJ, is appointed to the government of Britain by 
Vefpafian, i. 6. and fucceeded by Julius Frontinus, 
ib. 

Ceremonies, religious, fome introduced into Scotland, v. 
6o. and into England, 193· rejected in Scot
land, 224. in England, 36o. reftored in Eng
land, -vi. 138. introduced into Scotland, 218. 

Chalus, fiege of, where Richard I. was mortally wound
ed, i. 3B· 

Chamherlain, Thomas, his criminal conduct, how pl!l·· 
nifhed, ii. 68. 

Chancellor of England, his power and authority in the. 
reign of Henry Il. i. 27 r. 

Charles of Blois. See Brittmzy, Mtmntfort, 
Earl of Flander:. See Flauders. 

--- King of France. See France. 
--- Dauphin of France. See France. 
- Duke of Bourbon, cabals with the Emperor·and 

England againft France, iii. I 30. 
- Emperor, commonly called Charle-magne, 

makes a league with Off a K.ipg of Mercia, i. 3 5. 
recommends to Offa the practice of idolatry, 45• his 
cruelty in Germany, 46. its effect~, 47· 

- fucceeds his grandfather Ferdinand, in the 
kingdoms of Caftille and Arragon, iii. I04. his 
charaC!er, ib. he makes a treaty with France, 105. 
and efpoufes· the French king's daughter, an infant 
in her cradle, ib. is chofen Emperor,. 109. his ex
teofive dominions, 11 o. vifits Henry VIII. at 
Dover, I 1 1. artfully engages V/olfey in his intereft, 
ib, 1 I 3-1 I 5. makes war with the French king, 
1 14. vifits England again, renews his engagements 
with the King and Wolfey, 123. his diffimulation 
with the French king, when his prifoner, I36, I 37· 
propofes hard terms to him, 141. by grafping at 
too much, hazards lofing the advantages he might 
reafonably have expected, 142. his high demands 
em the French king, 148. is challenged by him to a 
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fingle combat, _ib. at the entreaty of ~een- Cat-he-
rine, efpoufes her intereft, I 57· makes peace with 
France, and fets their hofl:ages at liberty, 164. his 
fchemes for aggrandizing his family, 165. attempts 
a reconciliation with England, I95· makes a fruit
lefs attempt on France, I 96. is generoufly treated 
by that monarch, 2 3 7. his ungenerous return, 242. 
concerts with Henry VIII. the .conqueft of France, 
265. his progrl!fs in that expedition, ib. 266. de
ferts Henry, and ·makes a peace with France, 266 •. 
is more beloved by the Englifh than the French king, 
z83. but refufes to joln in an alliance with England, 
becaufe of her having deferred the communion of 
Rome, 324. fuccefsfully interpofes in behalf of the 
Princefs Mary, 333· by his embaifadors, obtains 
the confent of Mary, now ~een, to a marriage with
his fon the arch-duke Philip, 3 ~9· diifuades her 
from perfecuting her proteftant fubjects, ib. intro
duces bribery into the houfe of commons, 366 .. but 
doth not obtain his defign, 36'7. his advice againft 
violent meafures is rejected by ~een Mary and her · 
minifiry, 377· he refigns the empire, and. his other. 
dominions, to his fon Philip, 3 86. his retired an<i 
fhort life afterward's in a monaftery, 387. his jufl: 
reflections there, ib. his charatl:er, compared with 
that of the then reigning pontiff, 388. the views 
with which his fon Philip mounted the Spanifh 
throne, ib. a detail of his violent perfecutionsin the 
Low-countries, iv. 533, 534· · 

Charles, Prince of Wale~, fo.n of James I. is advifed by 
Buckingham to vifit the Infanta, v. 89. agrees to 
make application to th< king for his approbation, 90 •. 
his· behaviour on that occafion in h s fa.h.or's prefence,. 
9I. on his way to Spain, fees Henrietta, Princefs 
of France, afterwards his Qt:een, 92. his reception 
in Spain, ib. obtains leave of the king of Spain to_ 
return, 93· his character at that time, ib. is pre
fent at, and vouches for tru·h, Buckingham\ narra-. 
tive of the tranfaftions with Spa:n, 97· a marriage is· 
propofed between him and. r.,,e Prir.cef, Henrietta of' 
France, 103. agreed to, 104- he fucceeds to his 
father, I 3 5. confummates his marriage, ib. calls a 
parliament,' 136. adjourns it to Oxford, I 39· dif
folves it, 143· iifues privy-feals for benevolences, 
ib. fails in an expedition againft Spainy ib. for-. 
bids the commons of his fecond parliament, to med
dle with Buckingh .m, 147. threatens them to grant 
fupplies, I48. 1mprirons two of their members, ib. 
porfues violent meafures, 151. grants commiffions 
to compound wi'h papifts, ib,. enforces loans, I 52. 
orders towns maritime to equip !hips, ib. imprifons · 
for non-compliance in the affa!r of thf loans, I 5 3• 
caufes foldiers to be billeted on non-complier:, I 55· 
impreife, others into the army and navy, ib. makes 
war with France, 156. unfuccefsfully, 159~ fum
mons his third parliament, 160. a!fents to the pe
tition of .right, I74• makes war with France and 
Spain, I 89. mediates a peace between Sweden and: 
Pel and, I 90. continues to levy money in an irregu
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Jar manner, t8cj. renews monopolies, zoo. iffues 
an edict for fports and recreations on Sundays, zoz. 
is crowned in Scotland, ib. makes Laud archbifhop 
of Canterbury, ib. by proclamation, forbids nob:e
men and landed gentleme!l to refide in London, zo :i. 
his ideas of the national intereJl, 225. calls his 
fourthpuliament, 230. defires a fupply, 231 .. dif
folves the parliament, z36. borrows money of his 
cour(ers, 239· marches an army againft the Scots, 
240. his army is routed at Newburn upon Tyne, 
ib. calls a great council of peers to York, 243. 
calls his fifth and long parliament, 245. remains 
unaCl.ive, while the houfe of commons eftablifh their 
authority, 2 s 4• affents to the bill relative to tun
nage and poundage, 262. to the triennial act, ib. 
to Strafford's attainder, 277; and to a bill, purport
ing that the parliament fhall not be adjourned, pro
rogued, or diffolved, without their own confent, ib. 
gives the judges patents during life or good behaviour, 
281. he vifits Scotland, 28j. his behaviour there, 
284. r~ceives an account of the Irifh infurrection, 
294. commits to the houfe of commons, the ma
nagement of Ireland, 297. returns to London, 302. 

offers to raife" ten thr)Ufand volunteers for the Irifh 
fervice, 304. in perfon, demands of the houfe of 
commons five of their members impeached of high-

. treafon, 31 I. affents .to the impreffing aB:, 3 I7· 
and to that abolilhing the bifhops' votes in the houfe of 
peers, ib. refufes his affent to 1 he militia bill, 32 I. 

goes to York with the Prince of Wales and the Duke 
of York, ib. i!fues a proclamation againfl: the militia 
ordinance, pz. lr.ys his cafe before the people, 
3 Z'f· accep s of a guard from the county of York, 
325. is difarpointed in his defign on Hull, and pro
claims Sir John Hotham a traitor, ib. rejects the· 
terms offered by the p,>rliament, 3z8. fends them 
terms of peace, 333· names a general, 334· fwears, 
in prefenle of his army, to defend the conil;itution, 
335· gives batJe to Effex at Edge-hill, 337· his 
forces beat the parliament's army at .Stratton, 344· 
fight at Lanfdown, 345· beat Waller at Round
way-down_, ib. give battle to Effex at Newbury, 
354· are beaten at Horn-cafile, 356. he refufes 
the Scots commiffioners a pa!fport to London, z 58. 
concludes a ce!fat:on of arms with Irilh. papifl:s, 36z. 
cal:s forces from Ireland, 363. calls members of 
both houfes, attendants on him to -a parliament at 
Oxford, 364. obtains of them an excife on beer,_ 
365 .. his army r~pll~'es Effex and ?Jaller at Crc
pey-bndge, 372. It JS defeated at Newbury, 373· 
routed at Nafebay, 399· ruined at Chefl:er, 402. 
hi, nv:lancho1y condition in ox:ord, ib. the !:ill re
mains of h1s forces are Cliilipatcd at Stow, 404. he 
flies to the Scots cJmp at Newark, 410. ifiues or
ders :o h!s gHri:-or:s to furrendcr, 41 z. is dtliv~•e:d 
to the pa!liame;1t's army, 41 )· condMl:ed under a 
guard to Holmb.ay, ib. brought to the h.ead quar
ters near Cambr1dge, by Joyce, 420. flies .to the 
iile of Wight, 432. rcf,lfes to comply with the par-
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liament's propofals, 4-36. treats again at Newport; 
442. refufes again to comply, 444· is confined at 
Hurft-caftle, 448. conducted under a guard to Lon~ 
don, 45 I. produced before his judges, 453· fen
tenced to die, 454· is executed, 457· his cha
racter, H 8. his children, 46 3· his great officers of 
fiate, ib. 464. his wriLinE,s, ib. 

Charles, Prince of Wales, fon of Charles I. g1es to 
York with his father, v. 321. is made a general, 
40 I. retires beyond the feas, 40 3. his fituation af
ter his father's death, vi. 4· is proclaimed king of 
Scotland, '3· receives the Scots commiffioners at 
Breda, I 4· complies with their demands, 16. takes 
the covenant before he is allowed to land in Scotland, 
ib. is deprived of all his friends in Scotland, 21. 

his authority there, 22. he is crowned there, 26. 

fummons a Scots parliament, ib. repairs to the 
Scots camp, 27. encamps at Torwood, 28. marches 
hafiily fouthwards, ib. is routed at Worcefter, zg. 
lurks in Dorfetfhire; 30. embarks at Shoreham in 
Suffex, 31. arrives at Fefchamp in Normandy, 32. 
reticles at Paris, 64. is proclaimed in London, 1 16. 
returns to England, I I 8. declares the convention 
then fitting, a parliament, I 3 I. grants an act of in
demnity under few exceptions, I 3 z. obtains from 
the parliament a revenue· for life, ib. and tunnage 
and poundage for the fame term, I 3 3. di!fol ves the 
parliament, 136. reftores the bifhops then alive, to 
their fees, I 37· refiores the liturgy and ceremonies, 
13 8. di!bands the forces in Scotland, 140. calls a 
Scots parliament, I 41. appoints a conference of di ~ 
vines at the Savoy, 142. calls his fecond Englifh 
parliament, I 43. marries Catherine, Princefs of Por
tugal, I 48, fells D~nkirk to the French, I 53. in
dulges the pre!bytenan clergy, 1 54· appears fa
vourable to papifts, I 55·· gives a fa~·ourable anfwer 
to the parliament's remonftrance, 156. feizes cape 
Corfe, cape Verde,. and New-york, all Dutch colo
nies, 16z, borrows money of the city of London~ 
ib. fl:ops all Dutch vefie!s in Englilh ports, 163. 
declares wzr againfl: the Dutch, 164. his neet beats 
the Dutch navy, ib. he breaks with Frar.ce, 166. 
with Denmark, 167. ·procures the bilhop of Mun
fter's affillance, iJ. calls the parliament to Oxford, 
I67. prorogues it, 1t"8. beats the Dutch again, 
170. makes adl'ances towards a peace, 173. con
cludes it at Ereda, 176. feemo defirous to be di
vorced, 177. takes the feals from Clarendon, 178. 
makes an oJTedi ve alliance with the Dutch againft 
France, 185. obtai· s the accdlion of Spain to the 
treaty of Aix-la-chapelle, 186. entrufls all his fe
crers with the cabal, zoo. meditates a bre~ch wi:h 
the Dutch, zoz. 1::cr etiy r.1akes an alliance with 
France againil Helland, 204-. heps it a profour,d 
fecr~t, zoG. par<;lons Blo,,d, zo3. picks a quarrel 
with the DJtch about the flag, 209. f<!izes tl!e 
~>~erchants money depolired in •he e;,chequer, 211. 

extends the ind IJlgencc to ncm.conforrr j(1:, cf all forts, 
ib. fu·"peeds fereral :;.cls of padiament, by his o'>l:n 
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royal authority, 21 2. attacks the Smyrna fleet, ib. 
declares war againO: the Dutch, 2 I 3. difmiffes their 
ambaffadors, without vouchfafing them a hearing, 
z z 2. by his ambaffadors, propofes terms of peace, ib. 
affcmbles the parliament, 227. breaks the feah from 
the indulgence, 229. makes ·peace with Holland, 
240. fends Sir \Villiam Temple into Holland, ib. 
reproves the houfe of commons, in fevere terms, for 
encroaching on his prerogative, by giving their ad
vice in matters of ftate, 255. receives the Prince of 
Orange graciouily, 256. gtves him the Princefs Mary 
ia marriage, 2 57. in concert with the Prince of 
Orange, plans a pe~ce, z58. gives the French king 
two days to accept or refufe it~ ib. relents of his 
l'igour, 2 59· makes a general peace at Nimeguen, 
264-. approves of the Iigorous meafures uftd in 
Scotland, 2 7 4. ridicules the popifh plot, z8 8·. de
nies his afient to the militia bill, 290. defires the 
duke of Monmouth to go abroad, 296. pardons 
earl Danby, 298. calls a new privy-council,. 3-00. 
propofes limitations on a popifh fucceffor, 30.I. dif
iolves the long parliament, 306. calls another, 3 I 7· 
llttends incog. in the hoafe of peers, to hear the 
debates, 324· forbids the clerk of the crown to pre
fent the bill for eafing proteftant diffenters, 330. dif
folves the parliament, ib. calls one to meet at Ox
ford, 332. diffolves it, 3 34· a confpiracy is form
ed againil: him, but !did afide for fome time, 3 52. 
refumed, 3 53· but once more delayed,. ib. pro
ceeded in again, 354-· difcovered, 351\· the trials 
and executions of the confpirators) 356, 357• 358, 
359• 360, 361, 362, 363. pardons Monmouth, 365. 
but provoked at his duplicity, orders him to go
abroad, ib. marries the Princefs Anne to Prince 
George of Denmark, 366. embraces the refolution 
of governing by prerogative alone,. 368. fickens, 
and dies, 369. papers found in his clofet,. are pub
lilhed by h1s fucceifol'after his death,. ib. 370. his cha
racler, 370, J7 I. compared with that of the empe
ror Tiberius, 372. 

Cba?mouth, battle of, i. 47• 
Charter, Great, or the Great Charter, is granted by 

King John, i. 386. a recapitulation of it, 387. it 
is condemned by the Pope, 391. what new fpecies 
of government was introduced by it, 423. its ufe, 
424. another, fomewhat different from it, is grant
ed by Henry III. ii. 3• it is confirmed, with leveral 
additicns, 4-· in a more folemn manner in parlia
ment, 26. confirmed with another, called the Leffer 
Charter, by the guardians of the kingdom, and by 
Edward I. abroad, 103. by the king in perfon, in 
parliament, Uf on his return, I 04-. fully eil:ablifhed, 
after thirty confirmations in parliament, I o). con
firmed above twenty times by Edward III. 2 33• 

Cbatelrau't, Duke of, intercedes with the ~een re
gent, in favour of the congregation, iv. 4-23. joins 
their party, 424. is difpleafed at the arrival and 
preferment of the earl of Lennox a11d his fon, 4-62. 
joins tht:: male-contents, who take arms againft 
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OEeen Mary, ib, 463. is foN:ed to fly with them 
into England, 463. being ill-ufed by Q!een Eliza .. 
beth, he folicits Q!een Mary's pardon, 4-64. which 
fhe grants, on condition that he retires to France, 
ib. heads the facrion which oppofes Murray, 4-86r 
is forced to fubmit to the king's authority, 540. 

Cherington, battle of, v. 368. 
Chi<valry, ideas of,. whence imported, and how ufefui, 

i. 4-25. thei~ genuine off-fpring, ib. 
Chrijiendom, propofed to be united againft the Turks, i. 

209. a general council there, 2 I o. another; ib. 
a fchifm in it, about the pontificate of Rome, 2 16. 
and the procefiion of the holy ghoft, ib. the end of 
the fchifm about the pontificate, 320. its princes en
gage in a crufade, 3 2 2. th.e crufades end in a 
whimfical truce for three years, three days, and three 
hours,. 34-5. Lo1lards encreafe there, ii. 277. the 
reformation begins in it, iii. 120. 

Chrijliaflity, firil: introduced int<J .Britain~ among the 
Anglo-Saxons, i. ao~ into Kent, zr. inco Nor
thmmberland, 30. extinguilhed in this Jail: mentioned 
place, 3 1. revived, ib. 

Church, its power and ufe, i. 422. innovations in it, 
are pro.moted by Laud, v. 19 3-· its hierarchy, li
turgy, and ceremonies, are abolifhed in Scotland, 
2z4. in England, 38 3· reftored in England, vci~ 
138. its hierarchy refiored in Scotland, 14-0. 

Claims, court of,. their proceedi-ngs, vi. 192. 
Clanrickard, Earl, d.rives the Pope's Nuncio out of 

Ireland, vi. 7· 
Clarence, J?uke! Thomas, fon of Henry IV. ii., 297. ac
co~pames h1s brother He~ry V. to France, 3I5• is, 
flam at the battle of !huge, 317. 

- Duke, fecond brother of Edward IV. conneCts 
himfelf with the earl of Warwick, ii. 395. conti
nues to be trufted by Edward, 398· flies with War
wick to France, 399- joins in a treaty \>ith the 
French king, 4-0 I. returns with Warwick, at the 
head of an army, 4-02. becomes, with Warwick,, 
co regent of the kingdom, 404. on Edward's return, 
he jams him with a body of twelve thoufand men, 
408. Clarence's enemies combine againft him, 4-I 5. 
he is tried in the houfe of peers, 4I6. condemned 
and executed., 4- '7. 

Clarendon, conftitutiom of, enaeled, i. z77. their pur
port, 278. fealed, and fworn to, by archbilhop 
Becket, Z79• annulled by the Pope, ib. 

- Earl, made chancellor, vi. 13I. advifes the 
fale of Dunkirk, 153. his credit declines, I )7. he 
refigns the feals, 178. is impeached, ib. fli::s 
abroad, I 79· is banilhed b j acr of parliament, !So. 
his characrer, ib. 

Clement, Pope, difpute's with Urban, Pope, the validity 
of his e~eetion, i. 2 I 6. the reafonings of thefe times 
on that and other ecclefiaftiral affairs, ib. 2 I 7. 

- V. Pope, approves of the French king'~ cruelry 
to the knights templars, ii. I 51. · and transfers 
their poffelfions to the kr,ights of the order of 
St. John, ib. 

Clement 
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Clement vrr. chofen Pope, iii. I 29· is taken prifoner 
and infulted by the Germans, 146. his difpofitions 
with refpect to Henry's divorce, 151. the legality 
of that ftep confidered, according to the rules of the 
court of Rome, ib. his duplicity and ambiguous 
conduct with Henry's meffengers, 1 5 3-1 55. his 
charatler, 153, 154· he is threatened ·by the empe
ror, and his nght to the papal chair queftioned, 154• 
his caution in that affair, 167. an interview between 
him and the French king, ib. is perfuaded to make 
up all differences with Henry, ib. 1 77. is furprifed 
into a hafty decilion of that affair, 177. his death, 
1 93· 

-Jacques, murders the French king Henry III. iv. 
649· 

- of Bavaria, prince, chofen elector of Cologn, 
vi. 410. 

Clergy, Engli!h, obtain the privilege of building for
trelfes, i. 251. murder of them, how puni!hed an
tiently, 3I7. how punifhed by Henry II. 138. how 
and by whom puni!hed for rebellion, ii. 7. their au
thority in the nat;cn, 10. their frauds in the reign 
of Henry III. 58. are put out of the protection of 
the law, 100, their new devices to encreafe their 
power, 279· condtmned by the parliament, ib. 
their imrofitions ard irregu·larities promote therefor
mation, i:i. I f9 3· feverallaws made for regulating 
them, ib. they are rigoroufly tre,ted by Henry 
VIII. 170. their connect.ion with Rome is diffolv
ed, 17r. Debates between the catholics and refor
mers, 211, 212. the clergy arc every where reduc
ed to great difficulties, 245. more eafily brought to 
juftice afrer the reformation, 281. celibacy of the 
clergy aboli!hed, 3 '6. 

- Scots, their infolence to ~een MJry, on her 
arrival from France, iv. 435, 436, 438. their 
poverty the caufe of their 11l humours, 439· the 
caufe of their poverty, ib. 440. their beh~vrour to 
the m~giftrates of Edinburgh, for breakir>g a faft ap
pointed by the kirk, 57!. a law againft their fcan
dalous and untrue fayings in the pulpit, 575· their 
infolence, ~91. how offenfive to the king, 592. 
their difpofitions with refpect to Mary ~een of Scoto, 
614. their ftate in the reign of James I~ and VI. 
v, 58. 

Clifford, Sir Robert, writes to England, that the impof
tor Perkin vVarbeck, is the true Rich' rd, Duke of 
York, i1i. 36. engaged by hopes of pardon, con
feffes the truth, 37- accufes and convict.s Stanley, 
lord-chamberlain, as a chief abe,ter .of the impoUure, 
3 8. the effect.s d Clifford's defertion on the reft of 
his accomphes, 39· 

- Sir Thomas, his charaCt.er, vi, 20I. his raili.
nefs, 203. another proof of his ra!hnels, 368. 

c~at and condud money, a tzx abo!i!hed by the pe
tit.on of right, v. 239· levied again, ib. 

Cobbam, Lord, becomes head of the Lollards, ii. 
jOO. j, executed, and how, for treafon ar,d he
refy, 301. 
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Code Salian, what, ii. 168. an account of the fenfe of 

a claule in one of its laws, ib. 
Coe•-les, what, i. I 50. 
Coin, the mif~hief of de baling it, Ill. 3 2 T. the ftate 

qf it in the reign of ~een Elizabeth, iv. 731. 
Cofe, Sir Edward, the famous lawyer, attorney-general, 

his behaviour and infolence, at Elfex's examination, 
iv. 689. at Raleigh's tri ,J, v. 7. as chief jullice, 
tries Overbury's murderers, 53· his behaviour ia 
the houfe, when the petition of right depended in 
parliament, 170. 

Co!che.fter, royalifts, infurgents againft the parliament 
there furprifed, v. 447· they furrender. ib. 

Coleman's letters, vi. 280. diffufe a pannick thro' the 
nation, 281. his trial, 293. 

Coligni, Lord, commands the French forces before 
Boulogne, iii. 324. his brave defence- of St. ~in~ 
tin, 39z. his fcheme for taking Calais, 39.3· 

Cologn, a congrefs there, vi. 2 33. proves ineffeetual, 2 34· 
Colonies, their ftate under James I. v. 58. between the 

relloration and revolution, vi. 447· 
Columbus, Chriftopher, fets out from Cadiz, in order to 

make new difcoveries, iii. 65. his invitation to' 
England, how difappointed, 66. 

eomhtft, lingle, its ufefulnefs, i. 42 3· 
Commerce, its il:ate under the Saxon princes,. i. 420. 

its ftate in Henry Ill's reign, ii. )6. in Edward 
III's reign, 2 39· towards the end of ~een Eliza
beth'sreign, iv. 7JI, 732, 733, 734· in the reign 
of James 1. v. 1 2 2. between the reftoration and re
volution, vi. 4-47· 

Commijfion, ecclefiailical, or high court of, or court' 
of high commiilion, its powers and authorities, iv. 
5 8o. petitioned againft, in vain, by the commons, 
5 81. a r.ew one, more arbitrary, is granted, ib. a 
motion is made in the houfe of commons, for re
drefs of the abufes of this court, and thofe of the bi
fhops courts, 65 '5· fome tranfaetion~ in it are taken 
notice of by the houfe of commons,. 670.- its ftate in 
~een Elizabeth's reign, 719. it is remonHrated a
gainft by the commons, v. 35· its power then de
fcribed, 108. fet up in Scotland, by an act of a Scots· 
parliament, 188. aboli!hed in England by an act. of 
parliamen•, 28c. revived, by authority of King 
James II. in oppofition to this law, vi. 399· 

Commodities, their prices under the Saxon princes, j-.,. 
t6r. in the reign of Henry III. ii. 56. 

c~mmons, houfe of, when introduced into the feudal par
liament, i. 407. their commencement, ii. 46. theiF 
ufefulnefs in the Engl•lh conft tution, 47. how gra
du~l~v formed, 88. their true epocha, 89. their 
petawns, how reg~,rded and manufatlured, Q2. their 
requefl: to tbe thro~e on that fubject., ib, -why fa
voured by the K1ng, 93· and how they orew to 
their prefent impor:ance, 94· they rem~nllrate 
againft the affumed prerogative of levying taxes with
out confent of parliament, 236. their complaints of 
robberies in the reign of Edward III. 2J7. their 
petition relative to manors held of the crown, ZctO. 

d1ey 



I N D 

they ch~:fe a fpeaker for the firft time, 242. peti. 
tion the lords to name a coune:l for the King, and 
proper perfons to infpeCl: his education, ib. their pe
tition to the throne relative to the confederacies of 
the barons, how received, 243. and tbatrela·ive to 
annual parliaments, ib. they impeach e:>rl Suffolk, 
the chancellor, 2 so. obtain a fentence again!l him, 
depriving him of his office, 2) z. impeach Fitz-AI
Ian, archbi!hop of Canterbury, 262. their great au
thority in the reign of Henry 1 V. 29 3. they add refs 
the King to feize the temporalities of the church, 29 i. 
renew it, and to mitigate the laws againft the Lollards, 
ib. again addrefs the King to feize the temporalities 
of the church, 302. impeach the duke of Suffolk, 
364. fend up a new charge againil: him, 365. the 
Hate of the houfe of commons when the duke of 
York claimed the crown, 371. pray the King to 
remove feveral of his miniil:ers, without affigning any 
caufe but common fame, 37 z. petition that no fo
reigner !hall be capable of church preferment, 383. 
impeach the duke of Clarence, brother of Edward 
IV. 417. grant a moiety only of the fum demand
ed by the minifl:ry, iii. 128. but enlarge it at car
dinat Wolfey"s reque£l:, ib. allow of an encroach
ment on the pub:ic liberty of the nation, r zg. re
ceive articles drawn in the upper houfe againil: \\' ol
fey, 16z. pafs divers bills reftr!ining the impofitions 
of the clergy, I 63. an extraordinary fpeech in that 
houfe in favour of deifm, ib. difcharge the King of 
all debts contraCl:ed fince {he beginning of his reign, 
I 64. prefent a long complaint againil: the abufes of 
ecclefiafl:ical courts, 171. rejeCt: a bill from the lords 
to moderate thofe abufes, 172, a motion to addrefs 
the King to take back the ~een, and fl:op the pro
fecution for a divorce, ib. with difficulty are induced 
to grant a fupply to Henry VIII. 238. in this houfe 
is framed the claufe in the treafon laws, that no man 
iliall be conviCted of treafon,, but by the mouth of 
two witnefi'es, 3 39. letters are fent by the King, re
commending new members to be cho(en in feveral 
countie,, 340. all members of the council are al
lowed the fame liberty, 341. which is quietly fub
mitted to, ib. great oppofition is made in this 
houfe, in Q!!een Mary's. reign, to the bill for relloring 
firft-fruits, renths, and impropriations, 3 84. one of 
.its members is committed for an irreverent expreffion 
concerning the ~een, 398. importunately aJdrefs 
the ~een to chufe a hufb,nd, iv. 41 I. in the be
ginning of a new fe11ion they addrefo he~ again to the 
fame purpofe, 45 r. exprefs great drfpleafure at 
Wentworth's bold fpeech in behalf of freedom of de
bates in that houfe, 5 56. and imprifon Wentworth 
for a month, ib. refufe a free conference with the 
lords when irregularly demanded, 5S7· a!k forgive
nefs when reprimanded by the ~een for appointing 
a general fafr, s62. the majority of the houfe ap
pear to be puritans, 578. and apply, by petition 
to the houfe of lords, for a further retormation in ec
clefiaftical matter:, ib. which is rejected, 579· the 
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Queen's ufual injunCl:io_n to this.h:Jufe at the beginning 
of a feffion, 640. their behavwur thereon this feffi
on, how relented by the ~een, 641. the confe
quences of their bill againil: purveyors, and grievances 
in the excheq.1er, ib. ·how overawed by conrtiers, 
6+3· they P' sa vote that none iliall reveal the fe .. 
crets of the houfe, ib. how anfwered by the ~een, 
when the fpeaker interceeds in the ufual manner for 
the rrivileges o:· the houfe, 654· a member of this 
houfe is committed, for propoling to offer to the 
houfe a bill for entailing a: fucceilion of the crown, 
ib. the houfe moved to interceed for his liberty, but 
acquiefces in his being detained, till the Q!!een at her 
own motion iliall fet him at liberty, 6s5· further 
mortifying treatment from the ~een, ib. they ob
fequiou11y obey her, 656. grant two fubfidies and 
four fifteenths, ib. are prevailed on by the peers to 
grant three fubfidies and fix fifteenths, 657• the 
reafons of their compliance, ib. they venture to dif
pute with the peers about two infignificant forms, 
669. how regpded, 670. their petition againft 
monopolie,, hnw <'elf·e-:l:ed by the ~een, ib. by 
her permi!Eon they cc:ke notice of fame tranfac
tions in the cou:'t of bi2;h commiffion, ib. a bill is 
introduced into their houfe againft monopolies, 707. 
they obtain the QEeen"s promife to abolitb the moft 
grievous o.1- chem, 708. their g;atitude to the ~een, 
and how w raptures on that occafion, 710. their 
behaviour, when admit{ed into her prefence, 
in order to return her thanks, 7 1 1. their 
antient frate, v. 10. their proceedings relative to 
wri,, of election, 1 1. about outlaws, 13. refufe to 
grant a fuppl;, l S. petition the King for a relaxa
tion nf the ecclefiafl:ical laws in favour of puritans, ib. 
they abate of their exceilive frugality, and grant more 
licerallv, 26, remonfl:rate againil: new impofitions 
and forced loans, 3+· againil: the court of high com
mi11ion, 35• are alarmed about undertakers, 48. 
grant two fubfidies without one negative, 7 S• ex
amine grievances in a refpeCl:ful manner, ib. requeit 
a delay of adjournment, and are denied, 78. two 
of their members are imprifoned without any known 
cauft>, except their vigour in parliamenLry meafures, 
ib. remonil:rare concerning the frate of affairs abroad. 
and the growth of popery, 79· notwithftanding th'e 
King's Jetter reproving them, they infift on their for
mer remonil:rance and advice, and on their hereditary 
ri6ht to advife the throne in all rnatte~s, 8o. enrer a 
protefl:ation in their journal on this ft~b:ea, which 
the King tears cut, 8r. the hoc1fe is fidl: prorogued; 
then difEJved; and the leading membns are com
mitted to the tower, 8 z. aJdreL the King for tlle 
fevere execution of the laws againfl: catholics, I 0:), 

the numbers of this houfe in t.:e reign of James I. 
107, the fmall fupply they granted in the firfr feffion 
of the firfl parliament of Charles I. 136. their i,ll 
humour, how encreafed, 137, 138. a new difcovery 
enflames them again!! the court, 140. the:Y demard 
a ftria execution of the penal laws againfl: papil!s, 
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1'4Z• deny a fupply, I43· vote a fupply, but poft~ 
pone it till the end of the feffion, I 44· impeach 
Buckingham, ib. vote that common fame is a fuffi
cient caufe of accufation by the commons, 145. 
and proceed to frame articles againft the duke, ib. 
the only important article againft him, 146. are or
dered by the lord-keeper, in the Kirg's name, to 
defiil: from meddling with his fer.vant, 147 two of 
their members imprifoned, and rele:.fed, I48. claim 
againft the ftr.l:t execution of the laws againft papifts, 
I"49• proct!ed to remonftrate againft tonnage and 
poundage, ib. warm fpeeches in the houfe about 
grievances, 161, 162, I63, 164. vote five fubfidies, 
but pofipone them, 164. think of an act proper to 
1ecure themfelve> for the future againft taxes without 
ccn'ent of parliament, arbitrary imprifonments, &c. 
ib. prepare the petition of right, 165. pafs it, 
I 71. impeach Dr. Manwaring, 17 4• proceed again 
to cenfur.· Buckingham, ib. frame a fierce and af
fuming re,nonftrance, !76. and proceed to confider 
tonnage and poundage, ib. new grounds of com
plaint appear in the honfe, 180. how difpofed to 
.Arminians, 114, 185. warm proceedings concern
ing the barons of exchequer, officers of the cuftom~, 
and tonnage and poundage, 186. gre8t heats in 
the houfe, and locked doors, 187. the effects of thefe 
meafures, ib. difregard an applicat;on for a fupply, 
and proceed to confider grievance:o, 232.- debate 
with great warmth and zeal on bolh fides, 233· the 
debate is continued, 2 3 4• 23 5·" two of the1r mem
bers fummoned before the council, and the chairman 
of their committee fent to the tower, 2 36. impeach 
Strafford, 247· Laud, and lord-keeper Finch, 248. 
vote divers 2ets and authoricies iilegal, and the perfons 
exerting therri delinquents, 249• a recapitulation of 
the authorities and aCts condemned by their votes, 
250. their authority becomes formidable, ib. r.nd 
the fovereign power feems to be in a m::mner tranf
ferred. into their hJnds, 251. an account of their 
daily harangues and invectives, and their effects, 2 52. 
they fettle all over the nation puritanicallecturt:rs, 
who inculcate the fame topics, ib. reverfe divers 
fentence,, 253. and in feme cafes order the jl1dges 
to give reparation to the fufferers, ib. from the re~ 
ports of their committees and votes they inflame the 
.nation, 2)4· encourage tht Sc6ts and puritans, 255· 
and court the Scots commiffioners, 2 56. make 
vehement harangues agamft the bifhops, 257· erect 
a committee as a court of inquifition upon rhe clergy~ 
called the committee of fc.mdalous miniil:en, 25"8. 
bring in a bill for. the total aboli,tion of epi(copacy, 
ib. the character of their leaders compared with 
thofe of Greece and Rome, 2 59• 260. they infift 
on the execution of the fevere laws againft priefl:s and 
papifts, 260. defire that the ~een mmher may de~
part the kingdom, 261. a bill about. tonnage and 
poundage, and triennial parliaments is introduced and 
pafi'ed, z62. pretend to be thankful to the King for 
~,iOmplying with. their defues, 263. a committee is 
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named to prepare a charge again!l: Strafford, 264." 
pals a· bill of attainder againft the earl, 27 3· · anather 
b:ll that the p1rliament fhall not be difi'olved, pro
rogued, or adjourned without their own confent, 277· 
hurry on the difbanding of the Englilh and Scots ar
mies, 280. therefore pay the Englilh in part, and 
the Scots wholly, ib. difband both, and difmifs the 
Scots to their own .country, 282, levy money and 
en lift men for the Irifh fervice, as is pretended, 297. 
but in truth with a view to turn thele forces agair.fl: 
the King, ib. publilh a general remonfirance of the 
fiate of the kingdom,. b·y way of appeal to the people, 
298. which excites a violent controverfy, 299, 300, 
301, 302. hurry on the bill for preffing foldiers for 
the Irifh fervice, 303. again introduce a bill, once 
reje&ed, relative to the votes ofbifhops, tho' no pro
rogation had intervened, 305. the means they ufe 
to make it pafs, and to ferve as a pretence for a 
guard for themfelves, 306. impeach twelve bifhops, 
3ot'. refufe to a ferjeant at arms five commoners im~· 
peached of high treafon, 3 I o. their behaviour when 
the King is in their boule, and after he is gone, 31 1. 

by affeCted panics work up the people to a fufficient de~ 
gree of rage and terror, 312. encourage tumultuou; pe
titions, 315. their behaviour to their petitio:tiers, 316. 
impeach Herbert, attorney general, 31 7• difpatch 
Sir George Hotham to Hull with the authority of 
governor, ib. reflore to a certain fet of lieutenants 
named by the houfe the powers of which thofe named 
by the K:ng were deprived by their votes, 318. the 
preamble. of this vote, ib. their pretended· panics,. 
how urged on this occafion, 319• in meffages and. 
replies to the King, hefirating to confent t6 this bill, 
ib. their vote on defpairing to obtain the King's con-
fent, 3 20. the means they now ufed to roule the 
people to approve of thei; rneafures, 3 z I. they 
frame a new ordinance conferring on lieutenants of 
counties, named by themfelves, the military power" 
without the King's confent, 322. the continual 
dread of popery, and a horror for prelacy, is by them 
infufed into the nation, 323· the effect of all thefe 
rneafures on the nation, ib. their vote concerning 
tl:e r.uthority of the lords and common• in parliament, 
325. a~d emplpy their authority form .. k:ngwarlike 
preparatwm, rb. name a general,. and vote 2. de
claration to be fubfcribed by every member, that 
they will live ~nd die with their general, ,1,e eM! of 
Efi'ex, 3 :z6. 1ffue orders for bringing in ioans, ib •. 
feveral members go to York, ib. the ethers fend the 
King conditions on which they are wiJling to come 
to an agreement, J"27. obtain of the Beet to rerr :Un 
in ~heir fervice, 330. yet are .bac~ward in giving 
their general orders, 3 32. therr benaviour to the 
King's melrcngers dt:finng a treaty, 333· their cou~ 
rage, how fupported, ib. rhe.r general, the tar! of 
Efiex, mufters his army, 33)· for military tranlaetions, 
fee Army, -parlt£wwztary, and roya!.-Ch< rles, Crom
well, Eifex, Fairfax, and Vvaller addrefs for a treaty,. 
338. treat by commiffioners at O.xf01d, ·339• ;)'+0. 
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recall their commiffioners, 340· the effeCt of the milita
ry operations on the nation, 341. are d.fmayed at the 
King's fucceffes, 345· their fevere admi.1ifl:rarion, 
350. a combinat on is formed againft them in Lon
don, 3 5 I. their feverity on that occafion encreafes 
their authority, 352. how they quell a cry for peace, 
ib. afi"ociate in their caufe divers countie', and order 
an army to be raifed und~r Sir William Walier, 353· 
have recourfe to Scotland for affi!lance, 3 56. fend 
the Scots <:ommiffioners to the King with offers of 
peace, 3 p. take the folemn league and covenant, 
359• 36o. are affifted by an army from Scotland, 
360. the members of the King's party meet as a 
parliament at Oxford, 364. their numbers there, 
365, their aCts, ib. a whimfical ordinance made at 
W eil:minfter, ib. they refufe to treat with the King, 
366. their behaviour from the beginning of the dif
.fentions, 369. fpeeches in the houfe previous to the 
felf-denying ordinance, 378, 379, 380, they make 
the felf-denying ordinance, 380. tre.at at Uxbridge, 
382, 383. fummon an afi"embly of divines to Wefl:
minfl:er, 383. new model their army, 396. its ft
naticifm is ridiculed by the royaliil:s, 397. order the 
~een's letters to the King to be publilhed, 399· 
the power of their committee on rel1gion, 407. let 
up the prefhyterian form of government all' over Eng
land, 408. allow of appeals to the parliament from 
ecclefiaftical courts, ib. the propenfity of many qf 
their members to a toleration of all protefiant feCtarians, 
409. fettle with the Scots army the de:ivery of the 
King's perfon, and the eil:imation of their arrears, 
413, 4I4, 4I ~· their army mutinies againft them, 
418. their fluCtuating councils while the ·army is 
marching to London, 4l9• make one vigorous ef. 
fort to try the force of their authority, 420. their 
vote on that occafion, ib. the hofl:ility of the army 
againft the houfes of parliament· is greatly approved 
of by the public voice, 422. the meafures purfued 
by the houfe being generally difapproved of 422, 
423, 424. become confcious of their decay in po
pularity, 424. refolve to fubmit to their m\Itinous 
army, 425. are infulted by the army, ib. eleven 
of their members accufed by the army, beg leave to 
retire, ib. comply with the army's demands, 426. 
comply with the army's violent demand relative to 
the militia of London, and the forces inli.fted for Ire
land, 428. their fpeaker retires, and goes fecretly 
to the army, ib. they prepare themfelves with vi
cour to oppofe the violence of the army, 429. but 
~t !aft fubmit, ib. to no purpofe renew their appli
cations to the King, 4P· at the inftigation of the 
army fend new offers to him, which are refufed, 
436. frame .and pafs the vote of non-addreffe•, 
437· their acknowledgement to the Scotch ~ommi~
vners. at t1'1e1r derarture, 438. thetr fentt
ments of their prefent fituatiun, ib. 439· they 
declare the Scots enemies, 44 r. the eleven members 
:are recalled, 442. the vote of non-addreffes is 
repealed, and cominiffioners are fent to the king at 
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Newp0rt, to treat of :peace, ib. '4+3, 4+4• 445• 
446. the houfe is agam threatened by the army, 
448. vote, that the king's conceffions are a 
fufficient -foundation to proceed on in the fettlernent 
of the nat:on, 449· their houfe is purged by the 
army, ib. the remainder reverfe their former vote 
ib. the .effeCt of th7fe rev.olutions on the nation, 450~ 
declare tt treafon m a ktng, to levy war againft his 
parliament, and appoint a high court of juftice to try 
the king, 45 1. the peers rejecting this vote, they 
voce, th~t' the commons affembled in parliament, are 
vefted With the fupreme authority, and affent anew to 
the ordinance ereCting a high court of juft:ce for 
trial of Charles S:uart, King of England,· ib, ~eet 
in the convention, vi. 115. difpatch a committee to 
King Charles rr. to come over, II 6. remonftrate 
C!gainft the indulgence and b.vour ihown to papiil:s, 
I s6. their votes about the Dutch, t6o. impeach 
Clarendon, 178. proceedings about conventicles and 
public mifcarriages, 196. concerning the conduCt of 
the houfe of peers, 197. taxes, zo6. \Hits ifi"ued 
by the chancellor, and eleCl:iorJs in confequence there
of, zz8. again, upon the indulgence, 229. the 
duke of York's marriage, 234. impeach Bucking
ham, 23)· give the king advice relative to foreign 
liffairs, 252. grant him money to purfue the mea
fures ad vi fed to, 25 3· but, on his applying for more, 
tb. recolleCt, that he doth not merit their confidence, 
2 54· fome of the mern bers of this houfe are enlifred in 
the court party by offices, ib. private views and 
faCtion draw others into the country party, 255• are 
reproved by the king, for an addrefs for a league of
fenfive and defenfive with the il:ate~, ib. fevere re
flexions in the houfe, on the miniil:ry and their mea
Cures, 26o. a paffionate addrefs, praying the king 
to difmifs evil. counfellors, paiticularly Lauderdale, 
z6 I. frame dtvers votes about the plot, &c. z86. 
accufe the queen, whom the king juftiiies, zSg. 
bring in a bill for regulating the militia, ib. im
peach E1rl Danby, 291. renew their votes about 
Danby, 297· upon the popiili plot, 298. the duke 
of York, 301, bring in a bill to exclude him from 
the fucceffion, 302. and one to exclude from the 
houfe all perfons pofi"efi"ed of lucrative offices, 303. 
proceed to votes about the king's guards, and a ftand
ing army, ib, and· to impeachments, 304. are dif
folved, 306. called a. new, 3 I 7· proceed about 
abhorrers, 318. renew the votes about the popilh 
plot, 319. the affair of the exclufion, 32+. · pro
ceed to the trial of Stafford, 32~. pars a bill in e,Ce 
of protefiant difi"enters, 3 :.1.8. angry vo·eo about the 
duke of York and p1pifts, 3 29. are diifolved. 3 31. 
called to Oxford, 332. renew the fame meafures, 
ib. impe~~h Fitz-Harris, 334· are diffolved, ir, 
ci!led by king James II. vote about Monmouth's re
bellion, 3 79· addrefs the king againll: the difpenfing 
power, 389. grant h_im a revenue for life, 390. are 
dillolved, ib. meet in the revolution convention, 
.434· vote about the vacancy of the throne, ib, 

h-1ve 
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have a free conference with the peers, 437· oll:e1· 
the crown to the ·Prince and Princefs of Orange, &c. 
4f0. 

Common-wealth of England, its ~ommencement, v. 
45 I. its fta,te immediately after the king's death, 
vi. I, z. its ftate after the battle ot Worcefter, 
3 z. its difi'olut1gn, 116. 

Comprehenfion, propofed in England, vi. I 4z. rejeCled, 
If3· propofed in Scotland, z6). rejected, z66,' 

Conan, Duke of Britanny. See Briranny. . 
Concubine~, allowed to priefts, i~ 3 7 3. how regulated, 

ib. 
Conde, Prince of, feized and condemned to death, by 

the influence of the houfe of Guife, iv. 431. but 
faved by the death of the kmg, ib. appears at the 
head of the Hugonots in France, 448. applies to 
~een Elizabeth for ailillance, 449· is joined by a 
Qody of German proteftants, 4)0. taken prifoner in 
a battle againft the catholics, lb. makes peace with 
the_m, and· is reinfl:ated in his offices, 455• com
mands the Hugono.ts at the battle of St. Dennis, 5 29. 
rallies them after the defeat, an~ obliges the court to 
come to an accommodation, ib. is killed in the battle 
of J arnac, 5 30. · 
-- young prince of, faved by the French king, at 

the mafi'acre of the proteftants, iv. SF· buf is 
obliged, in appearance, to change his religion, ib. 
efcapes from the French court, and heads the Hugo

.nots that furvive the mafi'acre,_ 545. 
-. -- another, beats the Prince of Orange at Seneffe, 

vi. 241. the French king ferves under him as a 
volunteer, 244, 245. eludes the attempts of the Im
perialills, to bring him to a battle, 246. 

Congregation of the Lord, an· afi'ociation of reformers in 
Scotland, fo called, iv. 4I7• their unjuftifiable pro
_ceedings, ib. they raife forces to oppofe the Qgeen 
regent, 42c, 421. their remonfl:rances, 421. they 
chJrge her with breach of promife, 422. commit 
many outrages, 4z3. rake feveral places which the 
regent had abandoned, ib. come to an agreement 
with the regent, which they mifreprefent to the 
public~ ib. joined by the Duke of Cbatelrault, 
they deprive the ~een Dowager of the regency, or
der the French to depart, and collect forces to put 
their edtB: in execution, 42+. folicit fuccours from 
England, 425. conclude a treaty with England, 
426. in conjunction with their Englifh allies, they 
befiege the French forces in Leith, 427. force them 
to ftirrender upon articles of capitulation, fettled by 
the mediation of England, ib. fummon a parlia
ment, which eftablifhes the reformation, 428. put 
the ftatutes in execution, notwithftanding of the difap
probation of the ~een, 429. 

Connaught, a kingdom in Ireland, the weaknefs of its 
government, i. 300. their king aids the king of 
Meath aga:nil: Leinller, 301, beheads the king of 
Lemiler's fon, 302. his army is routed by Earl Stri
gul, 303. which paves the way for the conqueft of 
Ireland, ib. 

VoL. VI. 
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Conrade, Marquis of Mountferrat, a fon of the empe

ror FrederiC, leads his father's arniy to Paleftine, i. 
3H· claims the kingdom of Jerufalem, 340. is af. 
faffinated, 343· his dying requeft, ib. 

Confarbic, battle of, vi. 24 7· 
Confirvators, of the pub'lic liberties, chofen in England, 

i. 391. all"pedons are conftrained to fwear obedience 
to them, ib. 

---- in Scotland, v. 358. they fummon a 
convention, ib. 

Confpiracin, of Norman Barons, againft W;l!iam the 
Conqueror, i. I 87. difcovered, I 89. puni!hed, 
ib. of Prince Robert, and others, againft William 
the Conqueror, I93• 194, I95· of nubles, againfl: 
William Rufus, 204, 205. ofMortimer, and others, 
againft Hmry II. 266. againfl: Thomas a R~:cket, 
294· of young Henry, &c. againft Henry If. 306, 
307. renewed, 319. againfl: Conrade, K ng of 
Jerufalem, 343· againft the miniHry of Henry lli. 
ii. I3, 14. againft Piers Gavafton, I3I, I32. a
gainft the Spenfers, I 38, I 39• I4o, J4I. againft 
Edward If. I 43· 144· againil: the earl of Kent~ 
I6o. againft the ki·ng of Caftile, 224, 225, 226~ 
227. againil: tbe earl of Suffolk, zso, 251, zsz. 
againft the minillry of Richard II. 253, 254· Glo
cefter's confpiracy againft Richard II. 2 s 9, z6o. 
261, 263. Lancafler's confpiracy againft Richard II. 
266, 267. NorthumberlamVs againll: Henry IV. 
287, 288, 289, 290, 291. againil: the duke of Bur
gundy, 303. the du_ke of York's confpiracy again~ 
Henry VI. 372. Warwick's confpiracy againit 
Edward IV. 394, 395• 399• 401, 402, 406, 407. 
againft the duke of Clarence, 415, 416, 4I7. a
gainft Edward V. 428, 429. againft Richard III. 
433• 434• 435· renewed, 437• 438. 439 Sim
nel's confpiracy againfl: Henry VII. i,i. IS, I6, I7· 
in favour Of Warbec, againft Henry VII. 36, 37• 
~8, 39• 49• 50, 51, 52. againft cardinal Beaton, 
298. againft the duke of Somerfet, 326. of lady 
Jane Gray, againft ~een Mary of England, 349• 
350, 351· againft Mary Qgeen of Scots, iv. 46z. 
againft the prot efta nts, 465. againft Rizzio, 466,. 
467, 468. againft lord Darnly, 474• againff 
Mary ~een of Scots, 483. Norfolk'.s confpiracy 
againfl: ~een Eli~abeth, 509, 510, 51 I, 51 z, 5 I 3• 
another, of Norfolk, againft ~een E1zobeth, 536, 
537• 538. againfl: the Hugonots of France, 54I, 
54z. divers confpiracies of fmall note againft Q:.e' n 
Elizabeth, 576. to whom imputed, 577. Parry's 
againft ~een Elizabeth, 582. Wotton's confpiracy 
againft James VI. of Scotland, 59I. B bington's 
againft ~een Elizabeth, 595• 596, 597• 598. 
Gun-powder, againfl:James I. v. 20, 21. of Roya
lifts. See Royalljl.s. againfl: Oliver Cromwel, vi. 5 ... 
Monmouth's againft Charles II. 352, 353• 354• 35S· 

Co'?Jla;Jtia, mother to the young Duke ot Britanny, is 
hated by ~een Eleanor, i. 3~7· del1vers up her 
fon to his uncle King John, 3 58. arplies to the 
French king for juftice againft Kmg John, 362. 

C c~lljlt/11/h.rrp/t, 



I N D 

Conjlnndnop!e, taken by the Turks, m, 67. 
Conventicles, an aCt "\gainft them in England, vi. 159· 

mollified; I98. a fevere aCt againft them, made in 
Scotland, 268. rigoropfly executed there, 272. 
rigoroufly executed in England, 348. 

Con'"vention, of efiates in Scotland, their .proceedings, 
iv. 571. again there, v. 359· again, 439· in 
England, meets, vi. 115. reftores King Charles II. 
1 I 6. is declared a parliament by the king, on his 
return, 13 I. called again, in Scotland, 27 4· its 
proceedings, ib. fummoned in England, 434· meets, 
435· fettles the crown on the Prince and Princefs of 
Orange, &c. 440. in Scotland, offers the royal dig
nity to the Prince and Princefs of Orange, &c. 
435· 

Convocation, of the clergy formed, ii. 95· and why 
they meet in two houfes, ib. grant fix Ihillings in the 
,pound, to be levied in three years, iii. 259· the like 
fum again, 269. a difquifition concerning the liberty 
'of members of the lower houfe of convocation to fit in 
parliament, 306. a difpute in convocation, between 
proteftant and popi{h doeton, 360. its iffue, ib. 
in ~een Mary's reign, they prefent a petition to be 
freed from the fear of cenfures from Rome, 370. 

. grant eight fhillings in the pound, 398. fit after dif
folution of parliament, v. 237· their proceedings~ 
ib. are voted delinquents by the houfe of commons, 
250. renounce the power of taxing the clergy, vi. 
t63. 

Corn~ when permitted to be exported, ii. 384. its 
price in the reign of Henry VI. ib~ an inland com
merce of it opened, ib. 

Cornijh, his trial, vi.- 386. 
Cornwal, Earl Richard, rejects the Sicilian crown, t 

20. is chofen King of the Romans, 2z. drained 
of his money in Germany, 23. fwears to obferve 
the regulations of Oxford, before he can be permitted 
to return to England, 31. joins the king's party in 
the fubfequent civil war, 4z. is made a prifoner in 
the battle of Lewes, 43• recovers his liberty, 50. 
dies, 5 I. 

--- archbifbop of York, fon of the former, is ap. 
pointed by the parliament gu:trd1an of the realm,_ in 
conjunctidn with the earl of Glocefter, i. 6o. 

Corporations, a great check on indoftry, iii. 65. a law 
concerning them, ib. their ftate under the common
wealth~ vi. 145· are regulated by the corporat:on 
act, ib. and by the aCt of uniformity' 146. fur
render their charters into the king's hands, 3 51. 
which they get back, on payment of large fines,. ib. 
the difpofal of the great offices remaining with the 
crown, ib. 

Cottereau:x, what, i. 308. 
Councils, general, of Chrifiendorri. See Chrijlendom, 

Crufades. 
Council, of general officers called, v. 435· their firfr 

proceedings, ib. they demand the king's punifhment, 
448. order the houfe to be purged, 449· plan a 
republic, 450. pe.tition the parliament to di!Iolve 

E X. 
themfelve~, vi. 43· refolve to dilfolve it, 44· form 
an inftrument of government, 53· nominate Oliver 
Cromwel ProteCtor, ib. recognize his fon Richard, 
94• accept Richard's demiffion, g6~ convene the 
Rump Pa&Ji~ment, 97· expel it, 100. veft the 
exercife c(flle government, in a committee of fafety, 
ib. invite the Rump to refume its. activity, I07• 

Coli.Jlties, firft fend members to parliament, ii. 29. their 
number; then, ib. their members conftitute a fepa
rate houfe, 3 1. the prefent number of members, 
firft ordered to be fummoned from each county, 46. 
fit firft, with members from boroughs, ib. 
-- Palatine, their jurifdietion is annexed to the 

crown, iv. 737· 
Court, its fiate in the reign of Edward V. ii. 419. at 

the beginning of Charles the I's reig~, v. 191. 

Court of high commiffion. See Commijjion, ecclefiafti
cal. Court of ftate. See State, court of. 

Courtnry, fon to. the marquis of Exeter, fet at liberty 
on the acceilion of Q£een Mary, iii. 352· created 
earl of Devonfbire, 353· Se~ Devonjhire. 

Co<venant, Scots, made, v. Z2I. 

-- and folemn league, made in Scotland, 359· 
received in England, 360. declared unlawful in 
Scotians, vi. 142~ burnt by the hand of the hang
man in England,. I 44· 

Coventry aCt paffed, vi. 207. 

Cowlry, his charatler, vi. I27. 

Craig Alifon~ a remarkable adventure of hers, iv. 437, 
438. 

- a proteftant minifter at Edinburgh, refufes to· 
pu.bliili the bans of marriage between Qgeen Mary 
and earl Bothwell, iv. 478.. his refolute behaviour 
on that occafion,. before the council and elfewhere,_ 
ib. 479· 

Cr'anmer, Docror, his advice concerning King Henry's. 
divorce, iii. 166. is in high favour with the king,
ib. promoted to the fee of Canterbury, 174· tries 
the caufe of divorce, and annuls the king's marriage 
with Catharine, . t7 5.. confirms that with Anne 
Boleyn, ib. fecretly adopts the proteftant tenets, .. 
18 5. is the only friend ef Anne Boleyn in her dif
trefs, 205. compelled to eondemn her, 208, en. 
deavours to encourage the king in the reformation,. 
226. oppofes the bill relative to the fix articles, 231. 
is forced to difmifs his wife, ib. difcovers the 
Qeeen's incontinence to the King, 246. fuftains a. 
gre:1t lofs by the death of the duke ot Suffolk, 27'1. 
is accufed of fecretly promoting herefy, ib. h1s be-
haviour in council, when.ordered to the Tower, 272• .. 

his generous conduCl on the trial of the duke of Nor-. 
folk, zn. is called to- attend the dying king,. 278·
appointed one of Hepry's e~ecutors, and regent,. 
d'uring the minority ofEdward VI. 288,'. his mode
ration and Ffudence in promoting the reformation,. 
by infenfib'e advances, 293, .:9+ with difficulty 
prevails on Edward VI. to fign a warrant fo:r-.the exe
cution of a heretic, 3 r8. adheres to the prote.':ror, 
when defcrted by all otherr,. 327. is prevailed by his 

dying 
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dying fovereign, to fubfcribe his confent to the fet
tlement of the crown on lady Jane Gray, 344· his 
indifcreet conduct on the acceffion of ~een Mary, 
354· is imprifoned, tried, and condemned for high 
treafon, 3 55. carried to Oxford, to difpute about 
tranfubftant1ation, 360. degraded there, 3 89. pre
vailed on to fign the popilh tenets, but declares his 
repentance in a fpeech to the people, ib. 390. fuf. 
fers at the ftake heroically, 390. 

Crecy, battle of, ii. 197. it is decided in favour of the 
Englifh, 199. 

Credit, national, its antient ftate, iv. 731. its ftate in 
the reign of ~een Elizabe:h, ib. 

Crimts, how punifhed under the Anglo-Norman govern
ment, i. 420. 

Croc le, or le Croc, the French amba!fador, r.'lfufes to 
countenance Q!:een Mary's marriage with Bothwell, 
iv. 479• 

Cruj(1des, their rife, i. 209. appointed by general 
councils, 210. an univerfal eagernefs to enter into 
them prevails, ZI!. the march of the crufaders thro' 
Greece, 220. ·their fuccefs agJinft the Turks, 221. 

their behaviour at Jerufalem, ib, their nobles chufe 
Godfrey ofBolloign, king of Jerufalem, 222. a new 
crufade is pnached by St. Bernard, 259. in which di
vers Englifh noblemen engage, 259· the h;ftory of 
them refumed, 321. the empeior, and other princes. 
of Chriftendom, engage in a crufade againll S.dadin, 
322. the emperor's bad fuccefs, 335· the Kings of 
France and England, fet out on a crufade, ib. inci
dents on the way, 336, 337• 338. the arrival of the 
Englifh army in Paleftine, and their firft fuccefs, 3 39· 
the crufade ends in a truce, 340, 341. 

Cromwell, !ecretary of ftate to Henry VIII. favours the 
reformation, iii. 185. the king's !upremacy is dele
gated to hilll., 198. he enquire' into the conduct of 
the friars, ib. fits in convocation as vicar general, 
21 I. pub\ifhes an ordinance, d!fagreeable to the 
people, 214. his account of Lambert's d1fpute 
with the king and bifhops, about the real pre
fence, 229. pronounces fentence againil: him, ib. 
has the precedency of all the minill:ers of ftate, 2 34· 
becomes obnoxious to the king, on account of Anne 
of Cleve~, 237· is flattered by the houfe of peers, 
238. created earl of Efi'c:x, and knight of the gar
ter, ib. feveral cauies of his fall, 239· he is com
mi\ted to the Tower, and condemned by the parlia
ment, ib. his execution and charaCler, 240. 

- Henry, made governor of Ireland, vi. 76. 
quietly relign<, 9 5 •. . 

- Ohver, his firft fpeech in the houfe o( com
mom, v, 186. · is prevented by a proclamation, 
from going to America, zo8. becomes remarkable 
for valour, 355· his fpeeth, previous to the [elf
denying urdinance, 379· how 1aved from the effeCl:s 
of it, 380. his charaCter at that time, 3 81. and 
connexiors '>l-ith Fairfax, ib. lOUts the king's forces 
at Nafeby, 399· ·.is made commande! in chief by 
-the a1 my, 4 z 1. caufes all further lev1es to be ftopt, 
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426. feems complaifant to the king, 427, and 
guides Fairfax, ib. his account of the breach be· 
tween the king and him, 431. he caufes the king. 
to be doubly guarded, under colour of proteCling 
him, +32· his views and praB:ices in the army, 434• 
he quells the agitators, ib. fummons a council of 
general ofijcers to Windfor, 435. quells infurrec
tions of Englifh royahfts, 441. and prepare:. to de
fend againft the Scots invafion, ib. defeats Hamil
ton and Langdale, 446. and the !aft remains of the 
Englifh infurgents, 447. caufes a remonftrance to te 
drawn, and fent to the houfe of commons, by the coun
cil of general officer,, deman,Jingthe king's punifhment, 
448. and caufes the king's perfon to be feized at 
Newport, ib. and the houfe to be purged, 449· 
his fpeech in the houfe, when the ordinance for try
ing the king _was made, 45 1. his charaCter, and 
power, at the time of the king's death, vi, 3· he is 
made lieutenant of Ireland, 8. totally fuppre!fes the 
Levellers, 9· arrives in Dublin, 1 1. his military 
operations in Ireland, I 2. almoft entirely fubdues 
it, 13. returns to England, 23. and lea•:es the 
command of Ireland to · Ireton, ib. fucceeds Fair
fax, ib. marches the army into Scotland, 24. where 
he is greatly ftraitned for provifions, ib. beats the 
Scots army at Dunbar, 25. takes poffeffion of Edin
burgh, ib. routs their army at Worcefter, 29. difcovers 
an inclination to be made king, 3 2. fubdues all 
the colonies and iflands, 35· refolves to make war 
·with the Dutch, 39• fummons the general council 
of officers, 43· di!folves the long parliament, 44• 
a hifiory of his bjrth and private life, 46. he caHa 
Barebones's parliament, 50. accepts of its refigna
tion, 53· is declared proteB:or by the general coun. 
cil of officers, ib, calls a new-failiioned parliament, 
57. d iffol ves it, 6o. and quells an infurrection, ib. 
exaCts the tenth penny of the royalifts, 61. grants 
letters of reprifal againft the French, 64. refolves 
on war with Sp3:in, 66. fubdues Jamaica, 68, his 
domeftic adminiftration, 71. his behaviour with pre
tended faints, 7 3. among his antient friends, 7 5. 
among the nobility, 76. fummons his fecond par• 
liament, 77. abridges the powers of major-generals, 
78. rejeB:s the dignity of king, 81. is folemnly in
augurated proteB:or, 8z. . revokes Lambert', com· 
million, and others, ib. difpofes of his daughter in 
marriage, 8 3· diffolves his fecond parliament, 84. 
makes an alliance wi:h France againft Spain, ib. ob
tains the delivery of Dunkirk, 8 5. various confpi
racies againll: hirp are difcovered, 86. troubles arife 
in his family, 87. his difiurbed mind, 88. he 
fickens, ib. dies, 89. remarks on his charaB:er, 
go. his children and family, 92. 

Cromwell, Richard, his charaCter, vi. 83. he is brought 
to his father's court, ib. fucceeds him, 94· calls a 
pariiament, ib. is alarmed, 95· di!folves his par
liament, 96. refigns, ib. 

Cropey-hridge, battle of, v. 37 z. 
Crqw11, the fucceffion to it, feltled by parliament, iii. 

c z .:z6l, 
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262. altered, J41. its antient prerogatives and 
fources of power, iv. 717. its authority, how aug
mented, 736. its great power, vi. 35 I. 

Cumberland, a county granted to Malcolm, King of 
Scotland, on conditions, i. 7 5· homage is received 
for it, to the crown of England, 76. 

Cummin, John, his treachery to young Bruce in Eng
land, ii. 1 r8. he is flain by Bruce in Scotland, 1 19. 
the confequence of this murder, 120. 

Cu,), facramental, rell:ored to the laity by parliament, 
iii. 305· 

Ctijloms, their ftate in the reign of James I. v. 117. 
officers and farmers of, declared by the houfe of 
commons delinquents, 250. and glad to compound 
for a pardon, by paying a large fine, ib. 

D. 

D LtC RES; Leonard, raifes an infurreaion in fa
vour of Mary ~een of Scots, iv. 515. is foon 

fuppreffed, ib. . 
Dan6y, Eul, his charaCl:er, vi. 242. is made lord 

high treafurer, ib. impeached, 291· committed to 
the Tower, 298. admitted to bail, 367. his pro
jeB:. in the convention at the revolution, 43 7. is 
calh:d, with fome others, to a converf:ation with the 
Prince of Orange, 439· his project difagreeable to 
the Prince and Princefs of Orange, 440. 

Danegelt, what, i. 160. it is remitted, and when, 

32 9• 
Dangerfield, his f.:hemes, vi. 314. 
Darcy, a Frenchman, made warden of the marches by 

the Duke of Albany, iii. 10. is murdered by Sir 
David Hume, ib. 

Darnly; Lord, fon of the Earl Lennox, propofed as a 
hufband to ~een Mary, iv. 4~9· repairs to 
Scotland, with permiilion from OEeen Elizabeth, 
46z, wh:ch is afterward's refented by her, ib. his 
marriage with O!!een Mary is effected, 462. he 
takes the title of king Henry, which many of the 
llObility are difpleafed with, ib. the qu,JiticatiQns of 
.his mind do not correfpond with thofe of his body, 
465. his motley charaCter, 466. heads the affaf-
1ines of David Rizzio,·468. efcape, with the Q:een 
to Dunbar after the murder, 469. their difagreeable 
£onverfation there, and precipitate parting, ib. rumours 
conce1ning him, while at Glafgow, 473· to \\hich 
place the queen alfo repai1s, ib. by whofe pe,fua
ftons, he returns to a folitary houf~ ne:u Edinburgh, 
474· which is blown up by gun-powder, ib. and 
fuppofed to be done by the dinctions of the queen 
and Bothwell, ib. who is tried for the murder, and 
acquitted, 47 5. an affociation is. formed,· to bring 
.his murderers to punifhment, 582. 

Ba-vid, K'ng of s~otland. See Scotland. 
Da'Vi/s Straits difcovered, iv. 7~1. 
Davifin, fecretary. draws out a warrant for the execu

tion of Mary G.!:_een of Scots, iv, 616. he1iifpatche.s 
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it to the perfons ordered to put it in execution, 617 •. 
his fate, 624. and curious· anecdotes relati_ve to the 
character of Q!een Elizabeth, 624. 

Debt, public, for the firft time, contraCl:ed on par
liamentary fecurity, ii. 384. 

Dm·ing, a friar, writes a book of the revelations of the 
maid of Kent, iii. 190. is punifhed for it, ib. 

Deijls, a defcription of them, vi. 49· 
Democracy, how mixt with 'the Englifh confiitution, 11. 

445· 
Denham, s:r John, his character, vi. 127. 
Denmark, and Danes, they invade England, i. 48. 

take up their winter quarters there, 49· their firft 
conquefrs, 52. engage to depart the kingdom, 54· 
rout king Alfred's army, 55· oblige him to d1fguife 
himfelf, 56. are conquered by him, 58· live 
quietly with the Engliih under the fam~ laws, 59· 
a new invafion of Danes is repulfed, 6o. infurrec
tions of Danes quelled, 61. another infurreEtion of 
Danes quelled, 62. tbey join the rebel Ethelwald, 
70. are defeated, 7 1. again defeated,· in the fame 
quarrel, 73• another infurrection of the Danes 
quellea, 7 4. another quelled, 76. invafions of 
Danes made, 93· bought off, 94· another bought. 
off, 95. their conduCl: in expeditions compar
ed with that of the Goths and Vandals, 97· their 
conduct in England, 99• they are maffacred there, 
100. their repeated invafions are bought oJF, 102. 
their King Canute the great, fuccelfor of Sweyn, in
vades England, 103. obtains the crown of England,> 
by a decree of the nobles, 105. his adminiftration 
there. See Canute the Great. They are infulted by 
the Englifh, on the acceilion of Edward the Confeffor, 
114. but by the mildnefs of that prince, reconciled, 
with the Engliih, ib. a Princefs of Denmark is 
married to James VI. of Scotland, iv. 646. the 
King of Denmark is defeated by the Imperial gene-: 
ral, v .. 1 sz.. his capital is faved by an Englifh fqua
dron, vi. 1 ox.. he feizes all Dutch fhips in his ports, 
16 5. his extraordinary fubfequent conduct, 166. 

Derby, Earl, e:deft fon of the Duke -of Lancafter, is fent 
to Guienne for the defence of that pro vi nee, iL 190. 
his military operations there, 191. informs the king 
of the great danger of that province, 192: he is . 
mafter of the field there, zoo.· he is created duke.of 
Hereford, 263. See Hereford, Duke •. 

another, his beneficence and munificence, iv., 
735· 

--- another, comes to the king at Worcefrer, vi~ 
zg. is put to death by a court~martial,. after the, 
defeat, 33· 

De Ruyter, a Du-tch. admiral, fights Sir George Ayfcue,. 
vi. 41. difpoffeffes the Englifh of Guinea, 16z. 
engages Albemarle, 168.. bea,, him, 170. engages 
th~ Duke of York, and the French,. at Solebay, 2L7· 

retires befere them, 218. is again beaten by the 
French and Englilh,. z.j 1. killed in battle, 
248. 

Dejft, commands a party of French troops fent to afiift 
. the 
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rlie Scots, iii. 308. is recalled, after making feve
ral fruitlefs attempts, 3 1 o. 

Devonjhire, an infurrection there, on account of reli
gion, iii. 321. the infurgents befiege Exeter, 322, 
are defeated, difperfed, and many of them put to 
death, 323_. 
-- Earl of, propofed as a huiband to ~een 

Mary of England, iii. 3 57. incurs her difpleafure 
on declining it, ib. is confined to Fotheringay ca
ft1e on a falfe fufpicion, 364. 

De Wilt, Cornelim, goes aboard the Dutch fleet, as 
deputy from the Hates, 217. _comes afhore for 
his health, 223. is maffacred with his brother, 
225· 

- John, grand penfionary, his character, vi. 
163. he goes aboard the Du:ch fleet, 164. be
comes the Prince of Orange's tutor, 167. is be
niended by the French king, 171. he protr~cts the 
negotiations at Breda, 175. behaves to Temple as 
an intimate acquaintance, I 84.. his behaviour oil 
:figning the triple league, 18 5. by his fagacity, finds 
out the alliance between England and France, 205. 
provides in the befl: manner he can againfl its· confe
quences, 21~. equips a fleet, :1:16. oppofes the 
Prince of Orange's election to the Stadtholderfhip, 
223. is accufed of a defign· to poifon the prince, 
224. is maffacred, 225. 

Dieppe, put in poffeffion of the Englifh, but foon 
abandoned, iv. 450. 

Difpenjing Power, firft complained of, ii. 234.. in 
~een Elizabeth's reign, how frequent, iv. 723. 

Dome.fday-book, how cities appear by it·to have been 
at the conquell:, i. 149• what this book is, 196·. 
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and where kept, ib. · 
Donald, brother ef. Malcolm king of. Scotland.. See· 

Scotlund. . 
Danne's character, v. I 30. 
Dorijlaus, an acc-ount of him, vi,· IJ· he is murdered, 

ib. 
Dor.fet, Marquis, commands in an expedirion _againfl: 

F()ntarabia, iiL 79· difcovers the double dealing of 
the king of Arragon, 8o. returns to England, 81. 
-- an author, his character, vi. 45 1. 
Douglas, George, a principal actor in the murder· of 

DavidRizzio, iv. 467, 468. 
/)over, a tumult there, i. 117. a fea,fight there, vi.. 

40. 
Brake, Sir Francis, a hiftory of his younger years, iv. 

s6o. he is patroniled by Q£een Elizabeth, 561. 
his firfl: expedition to America, ib. his fecond expe'
dition to rhofe partf, s8·8. he deftroys the Spanifh 
fleet at Cadiz, 6z7' and takes a Coraccoa fhip, ib. 
ferves under Lord Effingham, in the fleet againft the 
Spaniards, 632. take~ two large Spanifh fhips in the 
eng1gement witli the Spanifh Armada.in the channel, 
638• commands in an expedition againft Spain, 
644. ravages the Spanifh coafts, 655·, his !aft ex- , 
~edition and death,- 664, · 

E X. 
Druids, their authority, i. 3• their riches, how prc·

ferved, 4· the ufage they met with from Suetonills 
Paulin us, the Roman governor, 6. 

Dryden, his character, vi. 45' 1. 

Dudley, minifter of Henry VII. feconds the avaritious 
oppreffions of that prince, iii. 54· his charaCter, 55· 
and tyrannical proceedings, ib. chofen fpeaker of 
the houle of commons, s6. his punifhment on the 
acceffion of Henry VIII. 71. falls a facrifice to po
pular refentment, 72. 

- Lord Guildford, marries Lady Jane Gray, iii. 
343· is imprifoned and condemned with her, after 
~een Mary's acceffion, 352. executed, 365. 

- Lord Robert, the principal favourite of ~een · 
Elizabeth, iv. 443· is created Earl of Leicefter, and 
propofed as hufband to Q.!!een Mary, 457• 458 •. 
See Leicejler. 

Dudley. See Warwick. 
Due/;, when, and on what occafi<m they became 

fafhionable, iii. I 48. 
Du Gue.fclin, a French commander, hi's hiftory and be-· 

haviou.r to the Pope at Avignon, ii. 225. he is de
feated by the Prince of Wales at Nagara, zz6. re
turns- to Caftile at the head of another army, 22-7 •. 
is made conftable of France, 229. · 

D.inhar, a battle there, vi. 25. 
Duncan, natural fon of Malcolm King of Scotland. 

See Scotland, 
Dunes., battle of, vi. 84, 
Dunkirk, given up by the French to Oliver Cromwell,. 

vi. 85. foldtothem by·Charlesii. 153· 
Dunois, count. See Orleans. 
Durham, its bifhop, with Longchamp, bifhop of Ely, ap~ 

pointed guardians of the realm and jull:iciaries, during. 
the king's abfence, 3 34· the character of the latter, . 
335· the former religns, 341. the arrogance of the 
latter,. ib. he flies beyond the feas, concealed under 
a female habit, 342. 

Dunftan, monk and hermit, his life and character, i .. 
78. placed at the head of the treafury, by king. 
Edred, 79· bani!hed by Edwy, fucceffor of Edred,, 
81. returns to England, 82. a diary of his life .af-
terwards, ib. · 

Dutton- Cajile.Imed, vi. 364. 

E A DB' A L D, renounces the chriftian faith, i. z6, 
is reclaimed by Laurentius a bifhop, 27; h~ 

dies, ib. 
Eanfield, and Orrock, their apoll:acy, i. 31. 
Earl). a dignity, his office antiently, ii •. 87.. how

changed into titular, 88. the eJfea of this innova
tion in the ll:ate, ib. 

Earpwold, fucceeds. his father Redwald in the king~ 
d"m of the Eaft-Angles, i. 30. is converted to chri~ 
ftianity, 32 •. the hillory of his pofterity, 33• 

Ltjin·j'· 
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Eajler, rife of the difputes about it, i. 44· how, and 
when ended, 45. 

Eajl-India company, its firft patent gr-1_nted, iv. 73I• 
firil: flock, ib. fully eil:abli!hed, v. I25. 

Eccle)iaflical efl:abli!hment, necefiity of, iii. II6. that 
of the church of Rome, upon a bad foundation, 
118. 

Edgar, fucceffor of Edwy, his adminifl:ration, i. 8 z. 
his favour to monks, 83. he fummons a national 
council of prelates, 84. his behaviour to them, ib. 
his amours, 8 5. his penance, 86. more amours, 
ib. his marriage, 88. death, 89. his laws, 162. 

- Atheling, legal heir to Edward the Confeffor, 
is judged by him incapable to fucceed to the 
crown, i. 123. proclaimed king after Edward's 
death, 16;, _he yields the kingdom to William 
Duke of Normandy, 166. 'is carried with the king 
into Normandy, 170. efcapes with his fiil:er into 
Scotland, 175. perfuades the Northumbrians to 
join in an inf urretlion, 177. retires again into Scot
land, 178. having come again into England, with a 
vi·ew to give new troubles, fubmits himfelf to the 
conqueror's mercy,. 186. is fent into Scotland by 
the conqueror, to reftore his nephew Edgar, King 
Malcolm's fon, 219. which proves fuccefsful, ib. 
js made a prifoner in a battle in Normandy, 'by 
Henry I. 2 3 1. his life afterwards, ib. 

Ed;ebi/1, battle of, v 337· 
Edifls, royal, their authority under the Norman kings, 

i. 42 I. 
.Edinburgh, burnt and pillaged by the Engli!h, iii. 264. 

a tumult between fome French troops and the inha
bitant', 31 o. the provofl: and his fon killed oil that 
cccafi· n, ib. a great fray there, during the procef
£on of St Giles, i v . . 41 8. is taken poifefiion of by 
the congregat:on1l. party, 423. an agreement is 
there made, between that parcy and the regent, ib. 
again taken poffefiion. of by the congregational party, 
424. a treaty there, between the French and En
gli!h plenipotentiaries, 427. the zeal of the magi
.il:rates of this city <~g dnft popery, on Q::een Mary's 
arrival from France, 4 3 5. the city and caftle taken 
poffefiion of by Q:!een Mary's party, 540. is ref
cued from them, by the affiftance of ~een Elizabeth, 
541. tumults there, v. 219. encou,agedfrom th~ 
pulpits; 2 zo, tables there, 2 z I. oppofed in vain 
by rhe Duke of Hamilton, 222. taken poffefiion of 
by Oliver Cromwell, vi. 2;. the convention, which 
efl:ablifued the revolution, meets there, 431. 

Edilha, a nun, ravifued by Edgar, i. 8)· the penance 
required, 86. 

a daughter of Earl Godwin, is married to Ed
ward the Confeifor, i. I 14. She becomes odious to 
him. I 16. 

Edmond, primate of England, his extraordinary beha
viour at court, in the reign of Henry III. ii. 14. 

Edmund, fucceifor of Athelil:an, his fuort reign, i, 7 5. 
and violent death, 76. · 

E x. 
Edmund, (afterwards firnamed Ironfide) Prince, leviea 

an army to oppofe the Danes, ·i. 103. is obliged to 
maintain it by plunder, 104. fucceeds his father 
ib. makes peace with the Danes, 105. is mur: 
dered, ib, 

Edrei, fucceffor of Edmund, quells infurrections of 
Danes, i. 76, his fuperftition, ib. he makes Dun
ftan, a monk, treafurer, 79· dies, 8o. 

Edric, king of Kent, is fucceeded by Widred his bro
ther, i. 27. 

- Duke, a traitor, governor of Mercia is pro
moted at court, i. 101. the effects of this ~eafure 
ib. his treacheries continue, 103. they are re~ 
newed, 104. 

Edward, firnamed the Elder, eldeft fon and fucceifor of 
Alfred, his coulin Ethelwald rebels againft him, i. 
69. the rebellion is fuppreffed, 70. he attacks the 
Northumbrians by fea, ib. his 1hort reign and 
death, 71. 

- the Martyr, fuccelfor of Edgar, his title, i. 89. 
his favour to monks, ib. he caufes divers fynods 
to be called in his reign, go. his tragical death, 
91· 

- firnamed the Confeffor, fucceeds Hardicanute in 
the kingdom of England, i. 1 13 .. marries Editha, earl 
Godwin's daughter, 114. fummons a national coun
cil at Gillingham, ib, refumes his predece1fQr's 
grants, I I 5. is kinder to Normans than to his own 
fubjects, ib. dillikes his ~een, I 16. in vain or
ders earl Godwin to puni!h the perfons concerned in 
a tumult, 11 7. fum mons a general council of the 
kingdom at London, 1 18. makes an agreement with 
earl Godwin, 119. inveil:s Algar, fon of Leofrick, 
with the government of Eaft-Anglia, 120. his in
quietudes about the fuccefiion, 121, makes a verbal 
nomination of William, duke of Normandy, co the 
fucce.tlion, r 22. takes feeble and irrefolute fieps for 
fecuring the foccefiion to the duke of Normandy, 
1 27. his death and character, 1 2 8. 

- Prince, eldefl: fon of Henry III. gives indica
tions of a great and manly fpirit, ii. 30. is con
ftrained to fwear to the obfervance of the provilions 
of Oxford, ib. requefl:ed by the k~ights of the 
counties to interpofe with the twenty-four barons, in 
behalf of the kingdom, 32 his m<"ffage to the ba
rons on that occalion, ib. his ch<~r :eta at that early 
time of life, 34· he repulfes Lewetlyn, prince of 
Wales, 37· is made a prifoner by :he barons at a 
pa,ley with them, 39· relealed on a fubfequent ac. 
commodation, ib. in conjunctton with the King 
obliges earl Leiceil:er to retreat to London, 41. leads 
on the Kmg's army int) the field at Lewes, 42. is 
there made a prifoner by the rebel army, 43• re
leafed on ignominious terms by Leicefter, 48. com
mand, in the battle <t Evefham, 49· obtains a com. 
plete victory over the baron.s, 50. faves his father's 
life in the field of battle, ib. fets out on a crufade 
for the Holy Land, 5 z, fignalizes himfelf there, 

53· 
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:;r. the hifl:ory of his return, 6t. his coronation, 
ib. an account of his adminiilratioo, 62. grievouf
ly opprelfes the Jews, 63. his frugal management, 
64. he obtains an aid of parliament to affift him in 
his expedition againft Wales, 6). fubdues that prin
cipalily, 66. which aga.in flies to arms, ib, the in
furgents are defeated with great flaughter, 67. and 
the principality annexed to the crown, ib. fettles a 
difference between Alphonfo, King of Arragon, and 
Philip the Hardy, 68_ puniG1es his corrupt judges 
in parliament, ib. accepts of a reference from the 
ftates of Scotland, and the competitors for the Scots 
crown, 72. his view in accepting of this reference, 
ib. an examination of his claim to a feudal fuperio
rity over Scotland, 7 3· A further examination of 
this queftion, 74· Defcimes's opinion on this point 
oanvalfed, 7 )· Edward's behw!our to the Scots no
bles at Noreham, 76. their anfwer to his demand 
77• an account of the claimants to the Scots crown, 
ib. Edward's conduCt previous to his determination, 
78. his equitable adminifl:ration in Englar:d, 79· 
his award relative to the Scots crown, ib. the hu
miliating demands he obliges the Scots King to com
ply with, 8o. an account of a quarrel between the 
Norman and Engli!h failors, 81. The King's en
deavours to prevent that qu:urel from becoming 
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. the caufe of a rupture with France, 82. is never
thelefs obliged to make war with France, 83. the 
fuccefs of' thJt war, 84. the commeneement of a 
war with Scotland, 95· its progrefs, 96. the total 
c.onquefl: of Scotland, 97· the meafures he purfues 
in order to difl:urb France, 98. begins to quarrel 
with his clergy, 99• makes them fubmit, Ioo. 
purfues arbitrary mer.fures in order to fupply himfelf 
with money for a French expedition, 101,, an ex--. 
traordinary altercation between him and two power-
ful barons, ib. purfues moderate me«fures, 1 oz •. 
goes to Fra~ce, ib. the coafequences of his quarrel 
with the barons appear while he is abroad, 103 •. 

he confirms the great ch<!:·ter, and another, called the 
lelfer, after his return, IOf. confirms them often, 
105. fubmits his differences with France to Pope 
Boniface, 106, and acquiefces with France in the 
Pope'saward, JOT· a.rcvoltinScotland, 108~ the· 
p.roc,refs of that revolt, 109,. all the Engliili go
vernment is expelled out of Scotland, 110. Edward 
ir pe1 fon routs the Scots army at Falkirk, 1 I 1. 

:'ubd .. es all Scotland, 1 I 3· his anfwer to the Pope's 
}etter relat1ve to Scotland, 1 Lj.. which revolts again 
and chafes away the Engli!h government, ib. Ed
ward again in perfon fubdues it, 116. the Scots 
again revolt, 119. ~nd Edward dies 0n his road to 
Scotland, 1 zo. his character, 121. a confideration of· 
his civil admi!"l.iil:ration and laws, ib. a review of his 
arbitrary proceedings, 1 z z •. his conduCt. towards the · 
barons and the church animadverted on, 123. his 
conduCt cowards the court of Rome confidered, 1z4. 
his children, ib, . the ftate of taxes in his reign, . 
RZS· 

E X. 
Ed"'Jard IT. his weaknefs difcovered, ii. u6. his 

paffion for Gavefton, 127. leaves him guardian of 
the realm, during his abfence in France, I 28. his 
behaviour to Gavell:on t1nder fentence of banifhment 
pronounced in parliament, 129. confents to the no
mination of a junto of barons empowered to enaCl: 
ordinances for the good of the ftate, 130. a war 
breaks out between him and the barons, about Gave
flon, 131. he makes an accommodation with them, 
132. and a truce with R. Br!.lce, 1 33· invades 
Scotland with a mighty army, '34· is defeated at 
Bannockburn, 135· the effeCl of this misfortune on 
his adminifl:ration in England, 136. his charaCter, 
13 7· he gives a new umbrage to his barons by his 
paffion for Hugh Spenfer, q8. is compelled to 
confent to Spenfer's banifhment, by Lancafter's party 
in arms, 1 39· and to an aCt of indemnity in fa
vour of mutinous barons, ib. takes the earl'of Lan
cafter prifontr, and beheads him, 141. his bounty 
to his followers in the expedition againft the Lan
cafl:rians, ib. refigns the dominion of Guienn~ to 
his fon, now thirteen years of age, I 42. upon the 
~een's invafion flies co the Well:, 145, is taken and 
put into the cu!l:ody of the young earl of Lancafter, 
146. depofed by a parliament called by the Q£een 
in his name, ib. the cruel ufage he met with under 
confinement, 147· is murdered, 148. his char<.Cl:..er,, 
ib. the reign of Edward I. compared with this, . 
149· mifcellaneous tranfaClions of this reign, 15 1, _ 

his children; 1 5). 
- prince, eldeft fon. of Edward II. the dutchy 

of Guienne is refigned to him by his father, ii. 
142. he goes with his mother to Pari•, in order to 
do homage for that dutchy to Charles of France, 
143· affianced by his mother to Philippa, d'aughter 
of the earl of Holland, 144•. enthroned in England, 
under the title of Regent, . 146. fucceeds to the royal 
dignity by the death of his father, 148. a council 
of regency appointed for him by the parliament, 
I s6. marches againft the Scots invaders, I 57· an 
account of his route, 1 ~8,: caufes Mortimer to be 
taken and tried in parliament, 161 ,, alfumes the 
reins of government, 162. applies to earl Murray, 
regent of Scotland, for execution of an article of 

. treaty, relative to the efl:ates of ·Englifhmen in Scot
land, 163. fecretly encourages Jopn Baliol to make 
good his p~ete?fions on the crown of Scotlarrd,' 164, 
makes war wtth Scotland on Baliol's account, 166. 
obliges a Scots parliament to- receive Baliol as King, 
167. again fupports Baliol's title by an army, 168. 

· his title to France confider.e.d, ! 6g, He does ho
mage to Philip, King of France, for G uienne, 170, 
ente-rs into divers · foreig.n alliances, . in order to 
ftrengthen, himfelf for· his French expedition; 171. · 
courts ·the. Flemings, and pro:cures their aid, 172, 

confults his parliament, .and obtains a grant cf them 
for the fame purpofe, 173· afiumes the title of 
King of France, ib. his allies compa~ed with thofe 
of .France, 17-4• . enters. France with an armv, but 

4-·; . 'r~~~« -~ 
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:retires without coming to- a battle, I 7 5'. procures 
fi·om his parliament a further fupply, 176. quarters 
.the arms of France with thofe of England, ib. his 
navy, headed by himfelf, beats the French fleet off 
the coaft of Flanders, 177. his Flemifh allies be
fiege St. Orner, ib. Edward in perfon befieges Tour
.nay, 178. challenges the French King to fingle 
combat, 179· his reafons for liftening to terms 
of accommodation, ib, a negotiation enfues, I 8c. 
but he, before it is finilhed, efca-pes by ftealth to 
England, ib. his ill-humour difplayed on his landing 
at tbe Tower, I 81. he quarrels with Stratford, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, ib. receives from him a 
letter wrote in an extraordinary ftile, 18 2. is recon
ciled to h1m, I 8 3· makes large conceffions to ·his 
p·arliament, I 84- obtains a repeal of thofe concef
fions, I 85. enters into a treaty with the earl of Mount
fort againft Fran~e, 186. fends fuccours to the 
countefs of Mountfort, befieged in the caftle of Hen
nebonne, I 88. receives a vifit,from her in England, 
and fends her back at the head of an army, ib. 
goes in perfon to her affiftance, 189. the dangers 
he incurs in that expedition, and how he efcapes them, 
ib. again confults his parliament, and obtains more 
fupplies, I 90. fends earl Derby unto Guienne, for 
the defence of that province, ib. embarks an army 
under his own command for Guienne, but difembarks 
it at Ia Hogue in Normandy, I92· plunders that 
prqvince, and puts it ·in a great confternation, 193• . 
]Jillages Caen, ib. his perilous march towards Paris, 
and bzardous retreat, 194· the difpofition of his 
army previous to the battle of Crecy, 195'· places 
in his front ·pieces of artillery, the fitft ufed in Eu
rope, 196. the battle begins, 1 97. is carried on, 
198. decided in favour of the- Englifb, 199· lays 
£ege to Calais, zoo. which offers to capitulate, 202. 
take> poffeffion of the city, and at the Q!!een's en
treaty fpares the fix burgeffes doomed _to death, 203. 
inftitutes the order of the garter, 206. makes a 
truce wi(h France, 207. which being expired, the 
war breaks out anew, 209. leaves France, in order 
to defend England againfl: a threatened invafion of 
the Scots, 210. fends earl Lancafter at the head of 
an arniy ·to fupport his p1rtizans in Normandy, 
ib. his troops, under the Prince of Wales, pene-. 
trate into the heart of France, 21 I. beat the French 
.at Poietiers, 213. take the French king prif(mer, 
2l4· who is prefented to him at London, by the 
Prince of Wales, 215. Edward's hands are tied 
from taking advantage of the confufions, now .in 
France, by a truce, z I 8. and he em ploys his time . 
in making a truce with his prifoner, ib. which the 
Dauphin and the States of France reject, ib. the 
war is renewed, ib. but eluded by a defenfive plan 
concerted by the Dauphin, 219. a peace enfues at 
J3retigni, 22 t. in confequence of w.hich, the French 
.king is fet at liberty, z~z. Edward receives a vifit 
from the fame mona1ch, 222. a new ruptu:e w:th 
!''ranee happens, zz 8. the ill fu"efs of the military 
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?perations,_ 2~9· to what. a pi:ch the kin_g is thereby 
t~cenfed, tb. the morttficatt~ns of hts declining 
hfe, 2 30. · and the death of hts eldeft fon, ib, his 
own death and character, 23I. his pofterity, zp. 
h~s pretended att~chment to . his parliament, 233. 
hts laws concermng treafon, tb. and how often he 
confirmed the great charter, ib. a laudable claufe 
of one of his ftatutes, 234. his behaviour in regard 
to purveyors, ib. Windfor palace is built by him, 
2H· his arbitrary government, ib. how, no !lave 
to the court of Rome, 236. his wife laws, to curb 
the power of that court, ib. his laity, how con
formable to his difpofition in that point, 237. a re
view of the then police of the kingdom, ib. this 
reign, how deferving to be ftudied, 240, 

Edward, [on of Richard Duke of York, fucceeds to 
his father's title to the crown, by his death, ii. 381 .. 
is proclaimed in London, under the name of Ed
ward IV~ 3 8 2. his fanguinary temper exemplified, 
385. gives battle to the Lancaftrians at Touton, 
386. routs them, 387. his cruel orders after the 
rout, ib. his title is recognized in parliament, 388. 
his Englilh dominions are invaded by the F.rench, 
390· who are routed at Hexham, 391. his eafy 
and pleafurable life after this victory, 392. marries 
lady Elizabeth Gray, widow of Sir John Gray, of 
Groby, 393· how earl Warwic is thereby difguft
ed, 394· he concludes _an alliance with the dukes of 
Burgundy and Britanny, 396. an. infurreCl:ion in 
Yorkfbire, 397·. the infurgents defeat his forces un-· 
der Earl Pembroke, ib. they are quieted and difperfed, 
398. he quells another infurrection, 399· marches 
at the head of a great army, to encouuter Warwic, 
402. flies from hrs army into Holland, 403. at his 
return, is received by the Londoners Ill a friendly 
manner, 406, becumes mafter of that city, and of 
theperfon of Henry VI. 407. routs, and flays War
wic at the battle of Barner, 408 difperte, Q:!een 
Marguet's army at the battle of Tewklbury, ib. ex
tinguiilies the hopes of the Lancaftrian famt!y, 409. 
forms a league with the Duke of Burgundy againft 
France, 410. invades it, 411. makes a truce with 
the French king, 41 z. political remarks on this 
treaty, 413. he fers ~een Margaret at Her
ty, 4' 4· grows jealous of his bro aer the Duke 
of C:arence, 41 5'· in perfon, accufes him in the 
houfe of peers; 416. and caufes h1m to b..- executed, 
417 .. his domelbc fchemes, ib. his death and cha
racter, 418 •. the care he took of t.1e !uture tJ anqui!. 
lity of the ftate, in his !aft illnef~, 420. the effeCls 
of his licentious 'jL on his pofter;ty, 426. 

- p, ince of Walts, elaeft fan of Edward III. 
See Wale1. 

-·Prince of Wales, eldeft fon of Edward TV. 
a minor, becomes kin;.: by the death of his father, 
ii. 419. exprdles refentment at the oppreffions of 
his relations, 422. is murdered, together \vith 1-.is 
brother, in the Tower, 429. 

--- Prine~:; eld1 ft fon of Henry Vlli. is born, iv. 
2 I 8, 



I N D 

z 1 &. created Prince of Wales,. ib. his acceffion to 
the thront-, 287. and ftate of the regency appointed 
by the late king, ib, a propofal to chnfe a protetl:or, 
is made in the council of the regency; 288. and 
complied with, 289. and the earl of Hanford is 
chofen protcCl:or, ib. who is thereon created duke of 
Somerfet, ib. writes to the parliament, defiring lord 
Seymour to be appointed his governor, 3 1 2. his 
:Unwillingnefs to fign a warrant for the execution of a 
heretic, 3 18. a defign to marry him with a daugh
ter of France,. 330. his great averfion to popery, 
333• is hardly prevailed on to allow his fiil:er Mary 
the private exercife of her religion, ib. kept from 
reflection, by a continued feries of amufements, dur
ing the trial and execution of his uncle Somerfet, 337• 
brought into great debts, by the rapacity of cour
tiers, 341. perfuaded to alter the fuccefli·.m, 342. 
his !aft ficknefs, 343• fettles the crown on lady 
Jane Gray, 344• his death and character, 3+5· 

Edwin, fucceeds Adelfrid, firfi king of the Northum
brians, i. 29. is converted to the chriftian faith, 30. 
perifhes in battle, ib. his kingdom is divided on his 
death, 3 I. and his family exting~ilhed, ib. 

--- and Morcar, earls, proclaim Edgar· Atheling 
king, i. r 65. appear at the head of this rebellion, 
againft William the Conqueror, ib. are left deftitute 
of all fupp'1'1't, 175. their fate, I85. 

Ehuy, fucce:lfor of Edred, his extraordin?.ry behaviour 
on his coronation day, i. So. his fubjetls revolc, 
81. his death, 82. 

Effingham, Lord Howard, takes on him the command 
of ~een Elizabeth's navy, iv. 632. in contempt 
of his orders, fails to the coafi of Spain, 636. re
turns in time to oppofe the armada in the channel, 
637. praClifes a fuccefsful ftratagem in that engage
ment, 638. " defeats the Spaniards,' 639• com
mands as high admiral in the expedition againft 
Cadiz, 664. pi unders it, 66 5. on his return, is 
created Earl of Nottingham, 666. becomes unpo
pu'ar, by difcovering an inclination for peace with 
Spain, 69~· 

Egbert, fon of Eadbald, King of Kent, his bloody pre
ca~Hion to a:lfure the throne to his pofterity, i. 27. 
how, and by whom deeafted, ib. 
-- fon of Woden, acquires the kingdom of Wef

fex, i. 40. his other conquefts, 4I. unites all the 
heptarchy into one great ftate, called England, 42. 
the nature of this new ftate, 46. the troubles he 
met with, 47. his death, ib. 

Ell·euf, marquis of, accompanies Queen Mary from 
France to Scotland, iv. 443· a remarkable adven
ture of his in Scotland, 437• 438. 

Eleanw, heirefs-of PoiCl:ou, divorced from Lewis VIIth 
of France, i. 260. married to Henry, grandfon of 
Henry I. ib. her weak and difgufting behaviour, 
307. fhe obtains from her hufband the reftitution 
of her hereditary dominions, 3 21. is entrufted with 
the government of England, by her fon Richard I. 
331. di:lfuades Prince John from lifiening to the 
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French king's advice, 342. by reiterated letters, in
tercedes for his interpoL! in behalf of her fon Rich
ard, then a prifoner in Germany, 346. carries her 
fon's ranfom to the duke of Auftria, 349· obtains 
a pardon for Prince J ojw, 3 5 I. is buned by Ed
ward I. ii. 79· 

--- daughter of the earl of Provence, is married 
to Henry III. ii. '4· the bad confequences of this 
marriage, Is. her expedition to 1elieve her huf
band, oppre:lfed by rebel barons, is difappointed by 
ftorms, 45· 

Elfrida, daughter of the earl of Devonlhire, her beau
ty, i. 86. fhe is married to Ethelwold, king Ed
gar's favourite, 87. after his death, !he is marrid 
to the king, 88. her fervants murder Edw·-rd the 
martyr, c.; I.· her fon fucceeds h1m, 92. 

Elgi'lla, wife of Edwy, an amiable princefs, is hamftrung 
by monks, i, 81 .• 

Elizc.betb, princefs, daughter of Henry VIII. born, iii. 
17 5. the title of prince[ of Wales, is con/erred on 
her, ib, fhe is f~voured by her father. and his 
~een, Jane Seymour, 209. is declared lllegHi
mate, 21 o. reftored, by the parliamenr, to her 
right of fucceflion; 262. favours the addrel'es of 
lord Seymour, 3 I 2. her right of {u(cdli"n fet ~lick, 
in favour of lady Jane Gray, 344· joins Q::ecn M "Y• 
with fome forces, on her acceflion, 3 ~ 1. becomes 
obnoxious to her, 3 57. is harfnly treated by her, 
j63, 364. feized, by her order, and commi ted tCJ 
the Tower, 364. difmiffed from the Tol>er, and 
afterwards committed at Woodftock, ib. her rr..1~ 
dent conduCl: during ~een Mary's reign, 398. de
clines a marriage with the king of Sweden, ib her 
cautious anfwer, when quefiioned about die n·al pre
fence, 399· her great popularity at her accdfton, 
iv. 403, 404, her laudable behaviour on her arri
val at the Tower, and afterwards at St. James's, 
404. her gratitude to Philip H. of .Spain, ib. 
reafons for declining a marriage with that monar·~h, 

_ 405. · notifies her acceffion to the Pope, who thereon 
behaves very infolently, ib. her fpirited refentment, 
ib. !he fettles her council, 406. and refiores the 
proteftant religion, ib. recalls the exiles, and rc
Jeafes prifoners detained on account of religion, 407. 
makes feveral other regulations in favour of the re
formation, ib. her popular behaviour at her coro
nation, 408. her title recognized by parliament, ib. 
fhe is declared fupreme head of the church of Enr
land, 409. many other high prerogatives, 41 o, 41 ~. 
her anfwer to the parliament's addrefs, about chufing 
a hufband, 41 I, 41 z. favours fome of the catholic 
ceremonies, 41 3· refufes to grant a toleration, ib. 
her prudence in concluoing a peace with France, ib. 
4'4· and with Scotland, 414· why difgufted with 
Mary ~een of Scots, 41 c;, is folici~ed for affi!hnce 
by the congregation in Scotland_ 42 5. fer,ds a fleet 
and army to fupport them, 4-zn refufes the offers 
'of France, and concludes a treaty with the congrega
tion, ib. fends tranfports to carry the French troops 
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out of Scotland, 427. fettles Scotland, and obliges 
to comply with articles favourable to that kingdom, 
ib. her great fagacity in this tranfaaion difplayed, ib. 
428. acquires great influence with the Scots, ,p8. 
refufes to Queen Mary, a paffage through England, 
4-3 2. her delign to intercept her, is difappointed, 
433• her anfwer to O£een Mary's folliciL<tion of 
friendJhip, 44.0, 441. rcfufes to o>vn Mary's right 
of fucceffion to the crown uf England, 442. her 
prudent admin:fl:ration, ib. feveral fuitors make 
their addreffes to her, 443· to whom fhe gives a 
gentle refufal, ib. her averfion to afcertain the fuc· 
ceiiion, ib. 4+4· her feverity to the earl of Hartford 
and his lady, 444· pardons fome confpirators in fa. 
vour of ~een Mary, 445". is the chief fupport of 
the proteftant intereft in Europe, 447· folicited to 
affi{t the prince of Conde, 449. her motives for 
complying, ib. 450. gets poffeffion of Havre de 
Grace and Dieppe, 450. is feized by the fmall-pox, 
which gives great uneafinefs to the nation, on account 
of the fu.cceilion, 457· after her recovery folicited 
·by the parliament to marry, or fettle the fucceffion, 
ib. and is much puzzled by this requeft, ib. 452. 
and by repeated applications on that head, to which 
ihe always gives an evafive anfwer, ib. 4-53· her 
prerogative extended by parliament, 4S3· Jhe pub· 
l1fhes a manifefto in France, 4) 4· makes an accom· 
modation with France, 456. profeffes great friend. 
fhip for Q!_een Mary, ib. her reafons for declining 
an interview with her, 557· her jealoufy of her, ib. 
propoies lord Robert, earl of Leicefl:er, for a hufbanli 
to her, ib. 458. her artful defign in this, "458. her 
:ficklenefs and vanity, difcovered by Sir James Mel
vdl, 4-:9. approves of lord Darnley's marriage with 
Q:een 'Mary, and afterwards difapproves of it, 460. 
deals unfairly on that occafion, ib. 461. fecretly 
encourages male-contents again!l: O£een Mary, and 
publi. kly difclaims any connecrion with them, 463. 
her deep d ffimulation. 464. her remarkable beha
viour, "n hearing of the birth of a prince of Scot· 
land, 469, 470. and dupl:city on that occafion, 
470. fends cammillioners with prefents to the bap
t{m, ·ib. flops the proceedings of the parliament 
about the fucceffior, ib. her fpeech to the par
liament on that occafion, 471, 4.72. fhe remon
firates againft Q£een Mary's marriage with Bothwell, 
479· feems to compaffio:nte Mary's misfortune,, 
when a priL,ner, 48 3• fonds an· amb1ff dor, \vith 
prudent inftrnaions, to mediate between her and her 
fubjeas, ib. 484.. propoies that the young prince 
ihould be fent to England for fafety, ib. defigns to 
affifl: 0...:2,een Mary to make her ei.-:ape from LochJe. 
ven, 487. is ad v .fed by Cecil, how to beha vc to 
her, on her arrival in England, 489, 490. fends 
meifengers, with an excufe, for not accr~pting a vifit 
from her, 4c;o. interpofes in her favour with the re
gent of Scotland, 491. her artful conduct to pro
cure the fubmiffion of ~een Mary's c<J.ufe to her, 
and why fo defirous to gain this point, 492, 493· 
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appoints commiffioners to hear both lides, 4-92. the 
complaints of Mary, and thofe of her enemies, 
are laid before Q!een Elizabeth's commiffioners, 493· 
queries propofed to her commiffioners; by the earl of 
Murray, regent of Scotland, 495· the conferences 
are transferred to Hampton-court, ib. where an an. 
fwer is made to the earl of Murray's queries, 496. 
artfully draws from him the letters of correfpondence 
between ~een Mary and Bothwell, 497· which 
contain incontefl:ible evidences of Mary's guilt, ib. 
Elizabeth communicates her fentiments on this fub
jea to her privy-council, 500. and to Mary's com
miffioners, 501. difmiffes Murray, with marks of 
favour, 5oz, but declines acknowledging him as re
gent of Scotland, or the young prince as king of 
Scotland, 503. her artful conduCl: with Q!een 
Mary, in fending her terms of agreement, and de
clining thofe propofed by that ~een, · ib. fhe de
mands of the French court the reftitution of Calais, 
but is obliged to put up with a refufal, 504. ineffec· 
tually renews the negotiations of marriage with the 
arch-duke Charles, ib. fome anecdotes concerning. 
her religion, 507. her rigidity in puniJhing non .• 
conformity, 508. is greatly influenced by Cecil, 
5 I I. her political conduCt to him, ib. is informed 
by Murray, of Norfolk's confpiracy, 51 z. doth not 
yield to Norfolk's attempt to amufe her, 5 I 3· takes 
prudent meafures to fupprefs an infurreaion in the 
North, 5 I 4-· is obliged to dilfemble with Qleen 
Mary, 5 I6. her perfonal condua and power, com~ 
pared with ~een Mary's, ib. her propofals to the 
ftates of Scotland, and anfwers thereto, ib. 5 17. 
Jhe is cautious not to declare openly againfl: Q£een 
Mary, 5 I 7. but continues to diifemble with her, 
518. a~d makes her feveral propofals, in order to 
her refl:oration, ib. which the neceffity of her affairs 
obliges her to confent to, ~19. Elizabeth alfo treats 
\vith commiilioners, appointed by the Scots parlia
ment, ib. the breach is widened betwee.n her and 
Mary, by the Pope's bull of excommunication and 
depofition, then publilhed, po. which is fuppofed 
to be done in concert with Mary, ib. the dawnings 
of l1berty are fuppreffed, by her injunaions to the 
parliament, not to meddle in affairs of ftate, 521~ 
is offended with the motion of a member of the houfe 
of commons, relative to religion, and forbips him to 
appear in the houfe afterwards, ~22. but takes off 
this prohibition the next day, ~24. her jealoufy of 
her prerogative relative to patents, ib. at the end of 
a fcffion, fhe checks by rebukes the feeble efforts 
therein made towards liberty, sz6. and avows 
max:ms of government, afferting an uncontroulable 
power over her par'iaments, 527. gives fecret af
fill:ance to the proteftants in FrJnce, 5 ;o. the French 
king endeavours to impofe on her, by the propofal of 
a marriage with the duke of Anjou, 53 I. which lhe 
encourages, in order to deceive him, 532. motives 
for her diffimulation, ib. careffes the FlemiJh refu
gees, 535· infults the duke of Alva, ib. a fcheme 
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is formed to fubvert her government, 5 36. it is dif
covered, and prevented, 5 37. fhe hefitates about 
the execution of the duke of Norfolk, till petitioned 
by the houfe of commons, 538. calls Q:!een Mary 
to account for her conduct, 5 39· il:ops proceedings 
again£.!: her in the houfe of commons, ib. and for
bids that houfe to meddle with the ceremonies of the 
church, ib. 540. is impofed on by the French king, 
541. her aftonithment, and indignation, on hearing 
of the maifacre at Paris, 'i43· her refolute anfwer 
to the French ambaifador's account of that tranfac
tion, ib. ufes her utmoft endeavours to guard againft 
the treachery of catholics, and diifembles with the 
French king, 54+· moderates the zealous refent
ment of her fubjeB:s againft the French, 54S· but 
encourages the Hugonots in France, 547· her affill:
ance is folicited by the Dutch, againil: the tyranny 
of the Spaniards, 550. her reafons for refufing to 
accept the proffered fovereignty of thefe provinces, 
ib. 551. ineffeBually intercedes for them with 
Philip of Spain, 5 51. enters into a treaty with them, 
whereby fhe is--engaged, on certain conditions, to 
ailift them with men and money, 5 52. propofes 
for them terms of accommodation with the king of 
Spain, ib. 55 3· her wife and politic management, 
55 4• maintains her authority over the parliament, 
55 7. by her ambaifador, intercedes in behalf of 
Morton, 5 59· repulfes a Spanifh invafion of Ire
land, 56o. patronifes Sir Francis Drake, 561. fum
mons a parliament, ib. obtains of them to pafs di
vers laws in her favour, 562. reprimands the houfe 
of commons for appointing a fall: of their own autho
rity, ib. by what means fr:e is engaged to hate the 
catholics, 563. fhe refo!ves, and why, to form a 
confederacy againft the power of Spain, 56+. the 
reception the duke of Anjou's addreifes met with 
from her, 565. an account of the marriage treaty 
propofed between the Q:!een and the duke, 566. the 
further profecution of this courtthip, 567. all the 
friends of the Q:!een remonftrate againft the French 
marriage, 5 68. whereby the is moved to rcfufe the 
cluke's fuir, 569. exhorts the king of Scotland not 
to refent the earl of Gowrie's violence, 5 71. her 
reafons for oppofing Qgeen Mary's reftor:Hion, 573· 
her deceitful dealings with that princefs, 57 4· her 
government is diil:urbed by confpiracies in England, 
576. which are imputed to the Q:!een of Scots, 577· 
her parliament's care, and great kindnefs to_ her, 
ib. the nature of her ecclefiall:ical com millions, 579· 
the terms of one more arbitrary than the reft, 5 8o. 
her, fpeech to the commons, from the throne, rela
tive to their petition to the houfe of peers wncerning 
religious grievances, 581. the grants a new eccle
fiaft cal commiffion, ib. a confpiracy againfl: her life 
i$ formed, ~82. it is detetied, and the confpirators 
pun1thed, 5 83. another confpiracy is defeated, ib. 
the opinions of her counfellors upon the application of 
the protefiants in Holland, 585. lhe concludes a 
lt:ague with the Du:ch, 5 86. ftnds them afEHallce, 
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headed by the earl of Leicetl:er, 5 87. how di{'lblig
ed with the fiates on this occafion, ib. fr.e invades 
the Spanith dominions in America, 588. makes a 
league with the king of Scotland, 59 I. in what 
light the then regarded Mary ~een of Scots, 59z. 
the effect of the meafures fhe took with that princtfs, 
593· another conf.piracy againft Q:!een Elizabeth, 
594· which is dilcovered, 596. Mary Q:!een of 
Scots aifents to. this confpiracy, 597· the confpira
tors are feized and pum!hed with death, 598. the 
treatment the gives, on that occafion, to Mary Q:!een 
of Scots, 599· iifues a commiffion to try her, ib. 
her behaviour, on bei~g informed of Mary's condem
nation, 607. caufes the parliament, which fhe fum
mons on Qpeen Mary's account, to be opened by 
commiffion, 6oS. how the receives the folicitations 
of parliament for Mary's execution, 6o9. caufes 
~een Mary to be informed of thefe preffing requefts, 
6 I I. receives a letter from her, 6 I 2. which fhe 
never anfwered, ib. the reafons ufed by her cour
tiers, to perfuade her to order Mary for execution, 
6 I 5. fhe refolves on Mary's execution, 616. caufes 
a warrant for the execution to be fe.cretly drawn 
out, 617. which is fent down to the perfons con
cerned, to fee it done, ib. her behaviour, on hear
ing of Mary's execution, 6z 3· how fl1e treated, fe
cretly, Davifon on that account, 6z4. becomes fc~
fible of the danger of this proceeding, 6z 5. fends 
a fleet under Drake, againll: the coafts of Spain, 627. 
makes preparation to oppofe the invincible armada, 
631. her !hips and failors, compared with thofe of 
Spain, 6p. the prudence and vigour of her conduCt 
on this occafion, 633. the means the ufed to roufe 
the animality of the nation againil: popery, 634. her 
fpirited appearance, when riding through tile lines, 
635• her behaviour, on hearing of the return of the 
Spanith armada into the ports of Spain, 6 36. her 
admiral's behaviour on that occafion, ib. her fleet 

· engages the armada in the channel, 637. and de
feats it, 639• her ufual injunCl:ion renewed every 
feffion to the houfe of commons, 6+o• her im
perious behaviour to that houfe, 641. her fpeech tQ 

their committee, ib. the permits her fubjeB:s to fend 
out expeditions agair,ft Spain, 64-4- oppofes the 
Scots king's marr.age with a princefs of Denmark, 
646. affifis the king of Navarre with money, 6+8. 
makes him a preient of more money, after his accef
fion to the French throne, 649· continues her (uc
cours, 65o. concludes a new treaty with him, and 
fends him three thr;uLnd rr:en, 6:; 1. ar.d notwith
il:anding former difappointments, lo ms ano:ber treaty 
with him, 6sz. the fuccefs of divers adventurer,·, 
patronifed b}' her, againft Spain, 65 3. her anfwer 
to the fpeaker of the houre of commons, folicitin'>' 
as ufcal for the priv leges of the houfe, 654· fi1~ 
puts three members under confinement, for propoling. 
to offer a bill for enta:ling the fucceflion of the crown, 
ib. mortifies the houfe further, 65 )• and points 
out to. :hem the only bufinefs that they are to take 
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t1nder their confideration, ib. makes them obey 
her, 6s6. and alfo to grant larger fupplies, 657. 
her a!fuming harangue on that occafion, ib. makes 
a new league with the French king, after his apo
:ftacy, 659· her advice to the Scots king, upon the 
dircovery of the plot of the three catholic lords againft 
him, 659· how fhe regarded that prince, 66o. a 
confp:racy againft her, how difappointed and aveng
ed, 661. powerfully affifts the French king againft 
the catholic league, ib. becomes more {paring in 
his cau(e, 662. enters into a treaty with the il:ates 
of Holland, ib. encourages naval expeditions a
gainH: the Spaniih dominions in America, 664. and 
:againft Spain, ib. her fleet takes and planders Cadiz, 
665. creates lord Effingham, commander in chief 
jn that expedition, earl of Nottingham, ib. grants 
to the earl of Effex the chief c.ommand of an expe
dition againil: Spain, 667. creates him earl-marfhal 
of England, 668. fummons a parliament, ib. her 
fpeech to the parliament, delivered by the lord
keeper, 669· her anrwer to the application' of the 
houfe of commons, about monopolies, 670. her 
yemonftrance to the French king, againft a peace with 
Spain, ib. her behaviour on that occafion, 671. 
fhe liilens to Effex's councils, 67 z. falls out with 
him, 673. reinftates him in her favour, 675• makes 
a new treaty with the Dutch, ib. appoints the earl 
of Effex, lord governor of Ireland, 6Sz. levies for 
him a numerous army, ib. is greatly difgufted on 
hearing of his frivolous enterprifes, 684. informs 
him of her diffatisfattion, 685. at firll, receives 
:him gracioufiy, 686. but orders him to be confined 
to his chamber, and examined by the council, ib, 
her behaviour to that nobleman under ficknefs, 687. 
and afterwards, on his recovery, ib. appoints lord 
Mountjoy deputy of Ireland, 688. what contributed 
to keep up her anger againil: Effex, ib. fhe caufes 
him to be again examined by the privy-council, 689. 
orders Bacon to draw up an account ofEfiex's exa
mination, 690. her behaviour on hearing this nar
rative read, 691. her foft anfwer to Effex's fubmif
£ve meifage, ib. her rough anfwer to Effex's requell:, 
relative to a renewal of his monopoly patent of fweet 
wines, 69z. its effe::Cl: on that nobleman, ib. her 
remarkable jealoufy about her beauty and perfon, 
693· bre 1. s off a negotiation with Spain, on ac
C'Junt of :1 , 1 ·pute about a point of ceremony, 695. 
what mea,,, the ufes to difcover, if Effex is pro
jetl.ng an infurrettion, 696. gets information of 
.Eff~x's defigns, 697. behaves W>th. great tranquil
by during the in!urreccion, 698. orders Effex and 
Sollthamptan to be tried by their peers, ib. her in
con.ftant refolutions about Effex's fdte, terminate 
in her co,;ftnt to his execution, 700. caufes fome 
of his affocia,cs to be alL·o executed, and pardons the 
reil:, 701. is defirous of a perfonal interview with 
the French king, 7oz. her political fentiments, 
with refpect to the fyf+~m of Europe, 703. the 
fchcme3 of her courtiers, with refpeet to Ireland, ib. 
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her juft refolutions on that head, 704· the expedi:. 
ents lhe made ufe of to raife money for fuppreffing 
~ri!h infurreccions, are produtl:ive of various grievan
ces, 706. the topics infiil:ed on, for fupport of thefe 
meafures, in the houfe, 707. promifes to cancel the 
moll: grievous monopoly patents, 708. her beha
viour to the commons, when thanking her for her 
goodners, in making this condefcending promife~ 
711, her fleet takes, and brings home, a Spaniih 
Curacao fhip, 712. fhe grows melancholy, ib,_ 
the fuppofed caufe of her uneafinefs, 7 I 3· her death 
and charatler, 7 I4. her miniil:ers and warriors, 
7 1 5. her fame, how eil:imated, ib. the ftate of 
government during her reign, 7 I 6. the antient and 
ell:ablifhed inll:ruments of power, 717. the then ftate 
of the martial law, 718. what the government of 
England then refembled, 7 z I. her arbitrary power; 
and endlefs inventions to il:rip her people of money, 
722. her proclamations, and -embargoes, how ufed 
by her, 723· extravagant aas of arbitrary power, 
724, how [edition was then punifhed, 725. her 
moil: abfolute authority, how believed and fubmitted 
to, 726. the fad il:ate of morals in her reign, 727. 
her oeconomy, 728. an account of the payments fhe 
made, and the debts due to her, 729. her ordinary 
revenue, 730. how fhe fhook off dependance on fo. 
reigners, and foreign loans, 73I. how fhe encour
aged commerce and navigation, ib. her dealings 
with Mufcovy and Turky, 732. with the Hanfe 
towns, Genoa, and Venice, 733· the magnificence 
and hofpitality of her nobility, 735· the reftraints 
fhe laid on luxury, 736. her own pratl:ice in that 
refpeCt, ib. her character as an author, 738. what 
regard lhe paid to learned men, ib. 

Elizabeth, princefs, daughter of James I. married to· 
Frederic, EleCtor Palatine of the Rhine, v. 43· See 
Frederick, Eleaor Palatine of the Rhine. 

Elliot, Sir John, imprifoned and releafed, and why, v. 
I48. his behaviour in the houfe, 186. ag'>in im
prifoned, 187. dies in prifon, 188. how refented 
by the nation, ib. 

Embargoes, how ufed in the reign of ~een Elizabeth,.. 
iv. 723. 

Emma, lifter of duke Richard of Noq:nandy, is married 
to king Ethelred, i. 96. becomes a widow by his 
death, 1 Of· is married to his fucceffor, Canute the 
Great, 107. after his death, lives at Winchefrer, 
1 10. flies with her fon Henry into Normandy, 
1 I 1. 

Empfon, minifter of Henry VII. feconds that prince's 
avaritious difpofition, iii. 54· his charatl:er, H~ 
and tyrannical Froceedings, ib. is imprifoned on 
the acceilion of Henry V Ill. 7'· his lhrewd apolo
gy, ib. falls a facrifice ro popular refentment, 72. 

England, (and Engliihmen) eretled into a kingdom, i. 
4z. its nature, 46. firil: invafions of Danes there, 
47· they, for the firll: time, take up· their winter 
quarters there, 49· difirefied by them, 52. its 
ftate at Alfred's acceffion, 67. infefted by wolve', 

88. 



I N D 

88. a maffacre of Danes there, 99• lhip-money, 
firft levied there, 101. military tenures, fidl: fet up 
there, ib. the moll: antient ftate of its church, 133· 
the fiate of its towns before the Norman conqueft, 
149· a great confternation there, 164. its nobility 
accept William duke of Normandy, for king of Eng
land, t66. difcontents there, 171. infurretl:ions 
there, 172. they are quelled, 174· new infurrec
tions there, 1 76. they grow general, 177. are 
quelled, 178. the feudal law is introduced there, 
1 So. the Pope's authority introduced there, 181. 
his legate there, for the firft time, 182. no fury of 
crufades there, 2 I 3. its !late at the beginning of 
Henry l's reign, 2 34· its great men obtain the pri
vilege of building fonreffes, 251. the confequence 
of this licence, 2 5 +· its extraordinary fufFerings in 
rhe reign of Stephen, z6r. its ftate, at the time of 
the acceffion of Henry II. the then authority of 
its mona1ch, 264. the then ftate of the civiland 
ecclefiaftic authority, 27 'i· the d:fpute between 
Henry H. ;:nd Becket begins there, 276. Becket's 
affaffination there, 294. heretics, firft punilhed 
there, 298. an account of its feudal government, 
402. 'the authority of the king and baron; there, 
ib. the power of the latter in their courts, 403 
their power over their vaffals, ib. in imitation of 
what country, and by what means, the Englilh were 
emboldened to require an independance on their fo
vereign, 409. and after what model the privileges 
of the peers, and liberty of the commons were form
ed, 41 o. the fituation of England, when the pro vi-· 
fions of Oxford taok place there, ii. 3 5. its man
ners then, 58. entails introduced there, 123. a 
famine there, I 'i 1. its nobility affect the French 
language, rn. a plague there, 207. its ftate, 
when Edward III. died, 244-· the weakrefc of its 
laws then, 281. the then ftate of its affdirs in France, 
ib. an infurrecl:ion of the common people there, 
245. their extraordinary numbers, headed by Ty
ler and Straw, 246. fuppreifed, z.p. firft impeach
ment of a chancellor in England, 250. firft im
peachment by the commons, ib. the houfe of com
mons firfi appears to be of weight in the conftitution, 
252. expulfion and execution of the minill:ers of 
Richard II. 254. a general infurreetion there, 267. 
the depo!ition of king Richard I I. 268, z69, 270, 
271, 271.. the acceffion of Henry IV. being the 
firfi of the Lancaftrian famib, 282. an infurrec- ' 
tion of nobles ·againll: him, ~ ~ 3• fuppreifed, 284-. 
an infurreCtion in Wales, 286. Northumberland's 
rebellion, . 87, z88, 280. the prince of Scotland, 
a prifo11er there, 291. the Lollards there, 300. its 
king, Henry V. d~clan~d heir of the monarchy of 
France, 31 5. a proteCtor, during a minority, chofrn, 
323. Cade's inforrect10n, 366, 367. the throne is 
rcitored to the family of York, in the perf on of Ed
ward 1V. 382. Henry VI. efcapes into Scotland, 
3 87. his rer L'rn, defeat, and imprifonment, 39 I, 
392. an infurreeticn in Yorkiliire, 396, 397· an-

E X. 
other rebellion againft Edward IV. 399· his expul
fton, 403. his return, 406, a proteCtor chofen by 
the privy-council, 423. the murder of Edward V, 
and his brother, 428. difcontents of the people of 
England, iii. 1 1. Lamberf Simnel's invafion, 16. 
a truce for feven years with Scotland, 19. war with 
France, 32· concluded by a peace, 33• Perkin 
Warbec, declared for by many of the nobility, 36. 
that impofture detetl:ed, 37· his infurreEtion finally 
fuppreffed, 50. England is greatly oppreffed by 
Henry VII. 55. the ftate of commerce in his time, 
63, 64. it is greatly devoted to the church of Rome, 
85. its ecclefiaftical ftate confidered, 116. the be
ginning of the reformation there, 1 zo. difcontent~>· 
increafe, on account of Henry VII. his exaElions,. 
139· the progrefs of the reformation there, 163. 
I 70, x86. a final breach between England and 
Rome, 177. union with Wales commenced, x8o. 
the tht:n religious principles of England, 18 3·. in
terditl:ed by the Pope, 193· the union with Wa}es 
compleated, zoo. difcon1ents of the people, on ac. 
count of the abolition of monafieries, 2 I 4· how pa
cified, 217. an infurretl:ion on account of religion, 
243· the Englilh are entirely enflaved by Henry 
VIII. 279· have little foreign commerce at this 
time, z8 3· and their artificers are greatly excelled 
by foreigners, ib. the country is depopulated by 
inclofures, 28 5. learning is there encouraged, 286. 
the reformation is compleated, 291. the kingdom is 
diftratl:ed, by the oppofite opinions of their preachers, 
307. difcontents increafe, on account of the fuppref
fion of monks, and other religious orders, 319. 
infurreetions in feveral places, 3 2 I. the fncceffion, 
to the throne is altered, 34-2. the catholic religion 
reftored, 3 53. a violent perfecution of the reformed 
in England, 377. fubmiffion of England to the 
Pope, renewed1 383. fuffer greatly by Q£een 
Mary's extortions, 385. the commencement of 
their trade with Mufcovy, 402. their great joy on 
the acceffion of ~een Elizabeth, 403, 404. the re
formed religion is reftored, 406. the fupremacy of 
the church, annexed to the crown, 409. the nomi
nation of bilhops, given to the crown, 4 I o. the 
Englilh church is attended by thoft: of the Romifh 
communion, 413. a plague there, 45c. Mary 
~een of Scots, takes refuge there, 488. conferen-
ces about Mary there, 492, 493• 494, 495• 496, 
497• 498.,- 499• 500, 501, 502, )03· puritans
there, 505. firft confpiracy of the duke of Norfolk, 
509. infurreCtions in the north, againfl: O:!!een E!i
Zlbeth, 51 3• 514, 5 I 'i. Norfolk's fecond confpird
cy, 536, 537, 538. Sir Francis Drake's expedition, 
s6o, s6t. a confpiracy of romanifis, again!l ~eenc 
Elizabeth, 582. Babington's confpiracy there, s9 s·· 
the trial of Mary OEeen of Scots there,. 6o 1. her 
execution there, 622. prepara:ions in England to
repel the Spanilh armada, 631. now in tne channel _ 
637. . it i_s defeated, 6 39· the fl:ate of the Q:een';. 
authority m England, 647. what the EngL{h gover-n-

meat 
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-ment then refembled, 721. the :lize, and number 
of the Engli!h uvy, 733· its able-bodied men, 734· 
armed, and militia, ib. its antient ftate, v. 72. its 
ftate in the reign of ~een Elizabeth, compared with 
its prefent ftate, 74• its ftate at the end of the reign 
cf James I. 168. arminianifm there, 184. great 
difcontents there, 2 37. the Scots invafion, 240. a 
great council of peers there, 242. the long, or 
rump parliament, meets there, 245. the Irifh rebel
lion, 287. preparations for a civil war, 325· which 
commences, 3 29. the nation, how then divided, ib. 
330. military operations commence, 336. Laud's 
execution there, 386, 387, 388. the king's party 
is finally difperfed, 404. prefbytery is fct up there, 
408. the King's trial and execution there, 455• 
4~6, 457· the ftate of England, at the com
mencement of the commonwealth, vi. 1. the pro
tectorate of Oliver Cromwell commences there, 53• 
confpir~cies againft him, 86. the rump reftored, 97. 
confpiracies, 98. infurrettions, 99· anarchy, Ioo, 
102. the reftoration, 116. its ftate then, 118. its 
commerce, how confiderable then, 123. prelacy re
:ftored, 1 37· the prefbyterian clergy ejected, 1 sz. 
the five mile act, I 67. the Coventry act, 207. in
dulgence there, granted by royal authority, 21 r. re
called, 229. the marriage of the prince of Orange_ 
with the princefs Mary, the king's niece, 257. God
frey's murder, z82. a general confternation there, 
283. the trials, and executions of the Jefuits, 306. 
the great power of the crown of England, 3 5 I. the 
Ryhoufe plot there, 3 ~ 4· the then temper of bench 
and juries, 364. the acceffion of king James II. 17.3• 
Monmouth's invafion, 380. fix prelates confined, 
407. the landing of the prince of Orange, 42.4. 
a general commotion there, ib. the fettlement of 
the crown on the prince and princefs of Orange, or 
the revolution, 440. the then ftate of manners, arts, 
and fciences in England, 441. the king's revenues 
at that time, 445. and amount of the national debt, 
ib. ftate of the Engli!h militia, from the reftoration 
to the revolution, ib. 446. of the army, during the 
forefaid period, 446. of its navy, ib. its com
merce and riches, ib. 447· its burrows, 447· its 
people, ib. its fattions, 448. its learned men, and 
learning, 449• 45°• 45 I • 452· 

Entails, firft introduced into England, ii. f 23. a law 
made, empowering the nobility to break them, iii. 63. 

Ep;jcopacy, abolifhed in Scotland, v. 224. grows odi
ous in England, 237. aboli!hed there, 383. re
ftored in England, vi. 137• ·in Scotland, 141. 

Epifiopal habit, and ceremonies, rejetted by the puri
tans, iv. sos, so6. 

Ercombert, youngeft fan of Eadbald, his fhort reign, i. 
2 7. and death, ib. 

Erem.froy, the Pope's legate, calls a national council, 1. 

182. it proceedings, ib. 
Erne river, battle of, ii. 164. 
E.ffex, kingdom of, formed, i. 36. fubdued by Egbert, 

founder of the Englifh ~onarchy, ib. 

E X. 
E.ffex, earl of, his charaB:er, iv. 644. fteals from Eng

land, and joins adventurers againft Spain, ib. com
mands the bnd forces in an expedition againft it, 
664. his immoderate joy, at the refolution of a 
court-martial, to attack the ihips in the harbour of 
Cadiz, how checked, 66 5. the receptiOn his propo
fal met with, 666. his challenge to Lord Effing
ham, ib. appointed to command the land forces, 
and fleet, in another expedition againJl Spain, 667. 
intercepts three Spanif'n ihips, 668. is created t:arl
marihal of England, ib. is fent over to JrelJnd, in 
quality of lord governor, at the head of a numerous 
army, 682. his indifcretion there, 683. his capi
tal error, ib. an account of his expedition againft 
Munfl:er, 684. into Ulfter, 685. wh.:re a truce is 
made with the rebels, ib. his precipitate appearance 
before the ~een, and how received, 686 his con
.finement, and examination b~fore the council, ib. 
the ~een's beh<~-viour to him during his ficknefs, 
and on his recovery, 687. the reception his letter 
and prefents met with, ib. the chief confolation he 
then enjoyed, 688. his apology before the council, 
689. his fentence there, 690. a narrative of his 
cafe is drawn up by Bacon, ib. and read to the 
~een, 69 I. his fecond letter to the Q!Ieen, ib. 
her rigour, makes him throw off every appearance of 
duty and ref pea, 692. he indulges himfelf in far
cafms on her perfon and mind, 693· · his pretenfions 
to the fucceilion, how founded, 694· his corref
pondence with the king of Scotland, relative to his 
fuccefiion to the crown, ib. his impatient ardour to 
get James declared fucceifor, 69r;. his enemies be
come unpopular, ib. he enters upon rebellious mea
fares, 696. is fummoned before the couf!<;il, ib. 
leaves the-deputies, fent to him by the queen, in con
finement in his houfe, 697. an account of his tranf
attions in the ftreets, and till his return to his own 
houfe, 698. his trial, ib. condemnation, 699· pe
nitence, ib. execution, 700. 

- Count,efs, her averfion- to her hufband, v. 46. 
is divorced, 47• marries the earl of Somerfet. Se~ 
Somerfet, 

- Earl, reftored to his blood, v. 45: married 
to lady Frances Howard, 46. , divorced from her, 
47· 

- another, made general of the parliament's army, 
v. 332. mufiers it, 333• his inftructions, 336. 
commands at Edgehill, 337· returns to London 
with the army, 338. its ftrength at that time, 339· 
befieges Reading, 340. takes it, 341. remains on 
the defenfive, 345. retreats nearer London, 347. 
relieves G locefler, 35 3. commands at the firft battle 
of Newbury, 354• his anfwer to a letter from the 
King, Prince, and Duke of York, 366. efcapes 
from his furroundeGJ army, 373· adheres to the 
prefbyterians, 376. refigns his command, 380. is 
fucceeded by Fairfax. See Fairfax. 

Earl, made lord high treafurer, joo. refigw, 
31 J· argues for the exclufion bill, 3 2 5, engages in 

Monmouth's 
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Mo.t:~mouth's con.fpiracy, 3) 4· is apprehended, and 
committed to the tower, 356. his extraordinary 
death, 363. 

Ejiates, Convention of, fummoned in Scotland,1 iv. p6. 
their proceedings, 5 17. See Conwntion of eftates. 

Ethelhald andEthelhert, joint Kings on the Anglo-Saxon 
throne, their fhort reign, i. 51. 

Ethelhert fucceeds Efcus in the. kingdom of Kent, i. 20. 

his bad fuccefs in war in the beginning of his reign, 
ib. his after good fuccefs againft Ceaulin King of 
Weffex, 2 I. his marriage with a Chriftian princefs, 
daughter of the King of Paris, 22, ftipulations 
made on that occafion, ib. becomes a Chriftian, 24. 
at his death leaves his kingdom to his fon Eadbald, 
26. his excellent laws, ib. 

- laft King of Eail:-Anglia, 33· his death, ib. 
Ethelhurga, 02een of the Northumbrians, her piety, 

i. 30· 
Ethelred, brother and fucceffor of Edward the Martyr, 

comes to the Englifh throne, i. 92. is difturbed by 
Danifh invafions, 93· more invafions, 94· more 
frill, 95• marries a Danifh princefs, fifler of Robert 
duke of Normandy, 96. his kingdom is invaded 
by Sweyn, a Dane, 1 oo. he buys off the invafion, 
1 o 1. his kingdom fuffcrs intolerably by a DaniH1 
invafion, 10z: he flies into Normandy with his 
02een and two Cons, ib. refumes the government, 
103. is tormented with another Dani!h invafion, ib. 
dies, 1 o+· 

Ethe!wolfh, fucceffor of Egbert on the Anglo-Saxon 
throne, gives to his el:1efl fon a part of his domini
ons, i. 48. is difl:urb(d by Danifh invafions, ib. 
goes a p·lgrimage to Rome, 49· divides his domi
nions with his younger fans, 50. by his will divides 
England Get ween them, 5 I. · 

Ethered, fucceffor of the joint Kings, is oppofed by 
Danes, 5·2. kdled by them, 53· 

Eugenius III. pontiff of Rome, confers the legatine au
thority on Theobald, archbilhop of Cal}terbury, i. 
258. convokes a fycod at Rheims, 259· lays King 
Stephen's party under an interdiCt, ib. 

Europe, its fl1te in the reign of Charlemagne, i. 46. 
its flate at the time of the firft crufade, 2 l I. at the 
acceHion of Henry IT. z62. the kind of govern. 
rnent that pr~vailed in it towards the end of that 
reign, 308. artillery, great,· firfl ufed therein, ii. 
196. a pe!l:ilence there, 207· it is difiraCl:ed by 
Clemendnes and Urbanifls, z8o. its antient fl:ate 
with refpeCl: to perfonal liberty, 443• . the il:ate of 
Europe in the reign of Henry VII. iii. 19. the ~ate 
of Europe's eccleiiaftical ftate before the reformatiOn, 
li 6. the reformation begins there, I zo. how con
neCi:ed in rszz, iii. 125· furiousinfurteCl:ionsofa_na
baptifls there, 184. the ftate of Europe at the ume · 
of. ~een Elizabeth's acceilion, iv. 445. maffacre 
of huaonots there, 5 42. the in vi nc.ible armada there, 
631."' the flate of Europe in I 5 89, 647· its Hate at 
the accdiion of James I. v. 4• at the commence
ment of the civil war, or grand rebellion in England, 

D E x. 
331. in 1655• vi. 62. in t65S, S4. at the end! 
of the reign of Charles II. 367. 

E<Vers, Sir Ralph, his progrefs with an Englifh army iD 
Scotland, iii. 266. his reward for thefe fervice~ 
267. is killed in battle againft the Scots, ib. · 

E<Vejham, battle of, ii. 49· a compleat viB:ory ove~r 
the rebel barons is there obtained, 50. 

Exci.fe on beer, firfl granted, v. 365. 
Exchange, Royal, when, by whom, and at whofe charge$ 

built, iv. 735· 
E:xchecque,·, grievances there, a bill brought into the 

houfe of commons to remedy them, iv. 641. fhut. 
vi. 211. money of merchants depofited there is 
feized, ib. 

Exeter, Courtney marquis of, forms a confpiracy again!t 
Henry VIII. iii. 225. is tried and executed, ib. · 

E:xclujion bill brought into the houfe of commons, vi. 
302. renewed there, 320. arguments for and: 
againft it, 3 21. paffed in the houfe of commons,. 
324. rejected in the houfe of lords, ib. 

F. 

F.ll I R FA X, an author, his charaCl:er, v. I 30; 
---- Sir Thomas, fignalizes his courage in the 

parliament's army, v. 355· fucceeds Effex in the chief 
command of that army, 3 8o. his fineffe to fave Oliver 
Cromwel from the effeCl: of the (elf-denying ordinance~ 
ib. his charaCter, 3 81. is entiiely governed by Cram
wei, ib. new models the army, 396. routs the royal 
army atNafeby, 400. his gallant behaviour there, ib. 
conquers the Well, 402. tho' depofed by tne army 
continues a nominal general, 421. appo1nted one of 
the King?s judges, and abfents himfelf from the trial., 
452· refigns his nominal command, vi. z-3. is 
fucceeded by Oliver Cromwel. See Cromw1l, Oliver. 

Fa/kirk, battle of, ii. I I 1. 

Falkland, Vifcount, his charaCter, v. 323· writes the 
King's memorials againft rJ-.a parliament, 3 24. is 
flain in the battle of Newbu,,, 354· a ihort diary 
of his life, ib. 3 55. 

Feaukes de Breaute, a rebel, his punifhment, ii. 8. 
Feefarm rents, the King is empowered by the parliament 

to fell them, vi. I g6. · 
Felcnies, how furprifingly frequent in 02een Elizabeth's 

reign, iv. 727. 
Felton, John, condemned and executed for affixing on 

the gates of the bifhop of Londor/s palace the 
Pope's bull againft ~een Elizabeth, iv. szo. 

---- murders Buckingham, v. 177. taken and 
examined, I78. the judges refufe to put him tCil the 
queflion in order to extort from him a difcovery of his 
accomplices, ib. 

Ffnelon, the French ambaffador in England, is ordered 
to mifreprefent the maffacre at Paris, iv. 542. is 
alhamed of that barbarous tranfaCl:ion, ib. how an
fwered by 02een Elizabeth, 543· 

Fen'Wic, his trial, vi. 306. 
Fcrdincmd~ 
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Ferdinand, King of Arr~gon, his charaB:er, m. 53· 
gives his daughter in marriage to Arthur prince of 
Wales, ib. becomes very unpoFular in Caftile, 57• 
and forced to refign it to the archduke, ib. is reflor-

. ed, after the death of that prince, to his throne, 57• 
his deceitful dealings with Henry VIII. his fon-in
law, 79· his death, 104-. 

- brother of Charles V. emperor of Germany, 
is by his interell: made King of the Romans, iii. 18 7. 
defired by his brother, but refufes to refign, ib. and 
the Pope refufes to crown him, ib. 

-~- II. Emperor of Germany. See Germany. 
Feverjham, earl, general of the Englifh forces, defeats 

Monmouth at Sedge moor, vi, 3 82. his cruelties after 
the battle, 384. 

Fiefi and feudal lands, their original nature, and how 
changed, i. 399· the attachment of their poifeifors 
to their chieftains fupreme and intermediate accounted 
for, 4-00. 

Finances, their ftate in the reign of James I. v. 117. 
between the reftoration and revolution, vi, 444· 

Finch, lord. keeper, his character, v. 24-8. he flies, ib. 
is impeached in his abfer~ce, 249· 

Firm, arbitrary and exorbitant, firft levied and complain
ed of, ii. 235· 

Firjl-j'ruits in England granted to the Pope, iv. I 24-. 
Fijher, bifhop of Rochefter, gives offence by a fpeech 

in favour of the clergy, iii. 163. refufes to take the 
oath concerning the fucceffion, 179· is indieted and 
committed to the tower, 180. favours the impofture 
of the maid of Kent, 190, 191. is cruelly ufed in 
his confinement, I gz. created a cardinal by the 
Pope, ib. beheaded for denying the King's fu
premacy, ib. his fpeech in favour of monaHeries, 
Z I~. ~ 

Fitz-Al!an, archbifhop of Canterbury, goes on a mef
fage to the King, ii. 253· excommunicates the op
ponents of Glocefter's faCl:ion, z66. is condemned 
in parliament, z62. and banifhed the kir.gdom, 
ib. 

Fitz-Gerald and Fitz-Stephen, Englifhmen of great 
power, engage to affift the King of Leinfter, now an 
exile in England, ii, 30I. arrive in Ireland, and form 
a force which nothing there can withll:and, 302. 
overturn it, 303. the King goes over to them with 
a greater force, ib. See Henry. 
-- Harris, his cafe, vi. 332, he is impeached 

by the houfe of commons, 334· tried by the com
mon law, and condemned, 33 5· executed, 336. 
-- O!bert, a popular lawyer in London, his 

atrocious behaviour, ii. 351· puni{hed, ib. 
-- Richard Thomas, mayor of London, his 

charaB:er and conduCl: during his mayoralty, ii, 38. 
illegally prolongs his authority, 40. his behaviour 
on hearing the event of the battle of Evefham, 50. 
his punifhment, sz. 

Flamhard, bifhop of Durham, depofed by Henry I. and 
committed to prifon, i. 22 5. 

Flammoc, Thomas, heads an infurreClion, m. 45· his 

E 

party is defeated, 4-7· he is taken and executed, 
ib. 

Flanders and Flemings-Baldwin, earl of, kindly receives 
Tofl:i, elder brother of Harold, i. 127. encourJges 
the Norman invafion, 13 2. proteCts William, ne-
phew of Henry I. 238. is flain, ib. , 

----Charles is aifaffinated, i. 242, and his domini
ons are given to William, nephew of Henry I. ib. 

--- Philip, commences hoftilities againft Henry 
H. i. 309. the progrefs of his arms, ib. it is agree' 
to refign into his hands Kent, with Dover and all its 
fomeifes, ib. interpofes his good offices towards 
a reconciliation between Henry II. and his chil
dren, 324. 
-- Guy, makes- a treaty with England aP'ainll 

France, ii. 98. his country is made the theat~e o(', 
war between the Englilh and French Kings, 106: 
he is deferred by his Englifh ally, 107. a rebellion 
there, 17z. fomented by Edward III. ib. who 
lands there at the head of a large army, I 73· where 
his army is di!banded, '75· the rebel Flemings with 
their fhips reinforce the Englifh during a fea-fight 
with France, I 77. lay fiege to St. Orner, ib. are 
routed by a fally of the garrifon, and never after ap• 
pear in the field, I 78. this country becomes the 
property of John duke of Burgundy, in right of his 
mother, 303. a duchefs dowager of which fami!v, 
named Margaret, l1ves there, iii. 15. and acquir~s 
gre::t authority over the Flemings, ib. by a marriage 
of an heirtfs of the houfe of Burgundy, this country be
comes the property of the fon of Maximilian, King 
of the Romans, a prince of the hoqfe of Aull:ria, I9· 
Perkin Warbeck is avowed by the abovementioned 
Margaret, 3 5. 1t becomes the expeCted property of 
Charles, prince of Spain, lOf. where that prince 
fett!es every thing in peace, 105. a FJemifh army, 
in conjunB:ion with the Englifh, invade France, Io;. 
Flanders is the only country in Europe where com
merce and indufl:ry flouri!h, I 35. and the Flemings 
the only people with whom England trades, 283. 
their artificers greatly furpafs the Englifh, ib. the ex
traordinary great n1:1mber of their artizans in Lon
don and other cities of England, 284. the refor
matton principles begin to prevail there, 53 z. the 
Flemings are greatly alarmed at the arbitrary pro
ceedings of Philip of Spain, now their fovereign~ 
533· violently perfecuted by the duke of Alva, 
534• 535· many of them fly to England., where 
they are proteCl:ed by ~een Elizabeth, 535• and 
introduce feveral ufeful manufaCl:ures into the king
dom, ib. fome of its provinces revolt, and unite 
for mutual defence, 549· fend an embaify to Lon
don, pruffering to Q:!een Elizabeth the fovereignty 
of their provinces, 55 o. See United provinces. 

Fleetwood, his fpeech in the houfe of commons, con
cerning the ~een's prerogative~ iv, 523• another 
fpeech, 524-· · 

Colonel, is made governor of Ireland, vi. 
76. his ad vice to the protect OJ', 81. eftranges hirn

felf 
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felf from him, 87. renounces all claim to the pro
teCl:orlhip, 94· becomes head of 1he republican 
p<lrty, 95'· 

Flouden, battle of, iii. 92. 
Folk/and, what, i. 162. 

Fontarabia, a fruitlefs expedition of the Englifh to it, 
.iii. 79· 

Fvrlijher, Sir Mutin, his voyage, in conneCl:ion with 
S1r Walter Raleigh, iv. 724. hi; fruit'efs voyage for 
the north-weft p dfage, 73 I._ 

ForreJl, a friar, burnt a :r:ealous preacher of the refor
mation, iii. 244. is condemned, and burnt, ib. 

Fmnjls, difafiorefied by the king, ii. 4· by aa of par
Lament, 104. extended, 2 3 5, 

Fortrcjfis, firft built in England, i. 25 I· their number 
there, in the reign of H. JII. ii. 10. 

Fothermgbay Caflle, Mary Qt,Jeen of Sea's there tried, 
iv. to1. condemned, 6o7. ;;tnd executed, 6zz. 

Fox, Richard, a clergyman, his charaCl:er, iii. 9· en
trolled by Henry Vlf. with all his fecrets, ib. his 
prtferments, 10. his conduct on the acceffion of 
Henry V Ill. 70. recommended to the king by 
Wolfey, and by whom he is fupplanted, '5· 

--- Edward, fent by Henry VIII. to treat wnh the 
pope concerning his divorce, iii. I 55. 

- John, his hiftory, vi. 119. 
France, invaded by No.rmans, i. 97, its king Charles 

grants them Nieuftria, 98. the French language be
comes falhionable in the court of England, 116. is 
divided, and fub-divided, into fmall principalities, 
1 3 1. their king Ph1lip is a minor at the time of 
the Norman invafion, 13 2. obtains of the conque
ror terms of peace for Ralph de Guader a nor
man rebel, 19:>. a furious eagernefs after crufades 
prevails there, 212. the French king, Philip the 
Grofs, his tranfaetions "'ith Henry I. 2 3 8. the me
thods he took to make Henry I. uneafy, ib. makes 
war with England, 239· acCommodates his diffe
rences with Henry, ib. but ftill proteCl:s his ne
phew, the fon of Robert, 241. puts him in po:lfel
fon of Flanders, 242. the French king, Lewis the 
V lith, or the younger, betroth3 his fifter Conftantia, 
to the eldeft lon of Stephen, king of England, 2 50. 
divorces EleanDr, heirefs of PoiCl:-,u, 260 its ftate, 
at the t1me of the acceilion of Hugh Caper, 263. 
the ant1ent ftate of i•s armies, ib, the policy of its 
king above-named, 265. he affiances the princefs 
Marguet, an infant in her cradle, to Henrx, fon of 
Heney II. 2:7. his pa-tiahy, 268. the marriage 
of the young prince and princeis, is folemn)zed, by 
order of king Henry II. 269. the French king 
makes war with England, ib. invi.es Becket to fix 
his ret1eat at So :lfons. 28). proteCl:s a vaf[t! of the 
duchy of Guyenne againll: Henry I. z88, is prefent 
at a Lonfen:nce between Henry and Becket, 289. 
an anecdote, rehtive to one of thefe conferences, 
290. the French king demands fatisfaCl:ion, on ac
count of his daughter not being anointed along with 
young Henry her hu!band, 291. exborts the pope 
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to pronounce t\e moil: dre11dful fentence of excom~ 
munication 11-gainfl: Henry, 296. inftils difloyal prin
ciples into his fon in hw, 307. engages his va:lfals, 
by an oath, to adhere to his fon in law, 309. raifes 
a great army in his favour, ib. which is defeated, 
310. a <:onferencc between the two contending 
monarchs is abortive, 311. the French king invades 
Normandy, 314. his deceit there, is fruftrated, ib. 
pea.ce takes p!dce between France and England, 3 I 5"· 
the French king's fuperftitiGn and unhealthy ftate, 319. 
his fon Philip affumes the government, ib. is baulk'd 
with ref pea to the wardiliip of Brittany, claimed by 
him, 321. engages in a crufade, in conjunCtion 
with the king of England, 3 2 2. im pofes a tax on 
his fubjeCl:s for that purpnfe, ib. his deceitfll1 con
d ua towards Henry 1 L 3 2 z, his fuccefs in war 
againft Henry II. F+· makes peace with him, 325, 
the numberofhis tro(lps engaged in thecrufade, 335· 
his agreement with Richard 1. king of England, ib. 
both are obligecl to lhelter themfelves in Me.tlina at 
on.ce, 336. their quarrels there are in fome mea
fore compofcd, 337· his arrival, -and firft tranfaCl:ions 
in Palt ftine, 3 3r. his fuccefs there, 340. leaves 
Pa'eft ne, ib. the requefi he makes to fhe Pcpe, 
on h:s w 'Y horne, 341. his attempts to difturb the 
peace of Richard's dominim1s during his abfence. 
342. his behaviour on Conrade's being a:lfaffinated, 
343· on hearing of the king of England's imprifon
ment, 346. is repulfed in his attempt on Rauen. 
347. but corrupts prince John, ib. his ambaffa
dors, in vain, accufe Richard of England, to the 
dyer of Rati:fbon, 348. his letter to pnnce John, on 
hearing that the king of England was fet at liberty. 
3 50. the tranfaElion, of a !hort war between him and 
England, 3 sz. after fame fruitlefs effort' to diilurb 
John, now king of England, 357· the French king 
makes peace with him, 358. renews the war, 360. ad
judges John to have forfeited all hi; fiefs and feignories 
in France, 362. dt:feats his army at Alenyon, 363. 
in contempt of the pope's injunCl:ion, lays fiege to 
Chateau Galliard, 364. takes ir, 365. the king
dom of Englar.d is proffered to him by the pope, 376. 
he collects a great army and fleet to take poffeffion of 
it, ib. is enraged at the agreement between the pope 
and king Jo~n,. but defifts from _his undertdking, 379• 
on an apphcauon from the d1fcontented barons in 
England, fends his eldeft fon, prince Lewis, at the 
head of a great army, to their affiilauce, 393· aR 
account of the military operations in that expedition, 
ii 5. a pacification being made, prince Lewis leaves 
this k ngdom, 6 the French king's pretences about this 
expedition, 7. Lewis V JII. fuccdfor of his father Phi
lip, makes war with Henry III. I 1. the fucceE of 
France ~n that war, 1 7· the charatl.er of Lewis IX. 32. 
he obtains a ceffion of Normandy and other provinc:e5 
in Fran.ce, then belonging to the king of England. 
33 tnes to perfnade earl Leicefter to fubmit to his 
fovereign's authority, 36. in prefence of the ftates 
of France and England, convened at Amiens in 
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France, makes an award betweeo the king and the 
difcontented barons, 40. favours the ~een's enter
priCe to relieve her hufband, 45. dies at Tunis in 
Africa, s 3· the French language becomes general, 
76, Phil1p the Hardy, fucceffor of Lewis IX. per
mits his fubjefrs to avenge themfelves of the Englilh, 
81. an account of negotiations between the two 
crowns, in order to prevent a rupture, 82. war 
breaks out between France and England, 83. the 
total conquell: of Guyenne by the French~ 84. an 
alliance between 'France and Baliol, ib. the defec
tion of the earl of Flanders, and his alliance with the 
Englilh king, 98. a French army invades Flanders, 
106, peace with Engl-and is made by the award of 
pope Boniface, 107, and the earl of Flanders left to 
the mer-cy of Philip, ib. the French king refufes to 
interpofe his good offices in behalf of the Scots, I 1 3· 
fecretly encourages a confpiracy againft Edward II. 
144· his cruelty to the knights templars, 150. which 
is approved of by pope Clement V. I 51. Edward 
:Baliolleaves France, 163. an account of the French 
and their Lnvs, I 68. the order of fucceilion to tbe 
French crown, 169. receives from the king ofEng
Jand homage at Paris for Guyenne, 170. prepares 
to repulfe an intended invafion from England, 17 4· 
repulfes it, I 7 5. but the French navy is beaten at 
fea, I77· France is again invaded by England, 178. 
Tournay befieged, ib. the French king defied 
by the king of England, I79· a truce is made b~
tween England and France, I 81. Charles of Blois, 
}Jufband of the heirefs of Britany, folicits at that 
court the invefl:iture of that duchy, 185• 186. In 
interim, the capital of the duchy is taken by the 
French king's elddl: fon, I 86. military operations 
in Brittany, 187. the fi.ege of the caille of Hence
bone, ib. Charles of Blo.s's party attacks and car
ries Vann~s, r88. and the Engliili army there, is 
ever-awed by the French troops under the command 
of the eldeft prince of F, ance, then titular duke of 
Normandy, I~9· the operations of the Englilh 
army in Guyenne, 190. an Englilh army, com
manded by the k:ng in perfon, lands in Normandy, 
192. pillages that country, I93· the French 
furces furround the Englilh, 194• oblige them to 
come to a battle at Crecy, '95· the attack begins, 
191. the French anny is routed, 198. the f1: •tO of 
France in the reign of Edward Ill. :zo:--. the cha
rafrer of John, king of France._ ib. he difcovers the 
king of Navarre's correfpondence with the king of 
England, 208, throws hrm into prifon, 209. France 
is invaded by the p.rince of Wales, fon of Edward III. 
ib. by his father in per fan, 21 o. who rerurns, w 
d<.:fend England again!l the Scots, ib. the French 
king, John, marches againft the prince of v~ ales, 
now in the htart of France, 21 1. atta<;ks h1m at 
Poitiers, 212. is there difcomfited and made a pri
foner, 213. the reception he met with from th 
prince of Wales, 214. his reception in England, 
.zx 5· the d1forders that aro(e in France during his 
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captivity, 216. Charles the Dauphin, and ilatea of 
France, rejefr the treaty made between the king of 
England, and his captive, the French king, 2 IS. 
who is releafed by the peace made at Bretigni, 2 2 1 • 

the Dauphin becomes king by the death of his father, 
222, his charafrer, 223. the difficulties which he 
had to ftruggle with, when he mounted the throne. 
ib. the diforders that prevailed in France, after the 
peace of Brerigny, 224. armies of banditti there, 
ib.. French troops go to the .affiftance of Henry 
Tr1fl:amare, brother of Peter, kmg of Caftile, 225. 
thefe troops are defeated by the prince of Wales at 
N ajara, 226. other French troops, place the above
named Henry on the throne of Callile, 227. the 
then French king, fummons the prince of Wales to 
appear at his court in Paris, 228. over-runs the pro
vinces in France, belonging to the king of England, 
229. a truce is made between the two crowns, 230. 
the charaCter of the king, and fl:ate of the kingdom of 
France at this period, 244. the operations of a hew 
war between France and England, ib. the French 
fleet, intended for the invalion of England, is dif
perfed in a ftorm, 249· a truce is made with Eng
land, 258. renewed, 285. divifions between the 
families of Orleans and Burgundy, are fomented by 
Henry III. 292. the il:ate of France, in the begin
ning of the reign of Henry V. ofEngland, 305. dif
putes in it, about the legality of affallination or ty. 
rannicide, 304. general violence reigns there, ib. 
thefe quarrels are fomented by Henry V. 305. who 
invades France, 306. Harfleur taken by that prince, 
307. the French army, headed by Charles the dau
phin, eldeft fan of the former, give battle to the Eng
lilh at Azincour, 308. are routed by them, 3c9. 
a Lft of the killed, wounded, and prifoners, ib. 310. 
a truce is made, 31 o. violent quarrels a rife in the 
royal family, 3 I 1, 3 I 2. more fuccefsfully invaded 
by the Englilh, 312. the dauphin, and duke of Bur
gundy, agree to oppofe the Engl1Jb. arms, 313. the 
flate of the public afFairs are greatly altered, by the 
a:ffdffination of the duke of Burgundy, in the dauphin's 
prefence, 31 4· Paris is threatened, and the court 
withdraws from it,. ib. the fucceilion to the French 
crown, and the immedia~e regenc.y of the kingdom, 
is transferred to Henry V. by the treaty of Troye, 
3 I 5. the Englifh are defeated at Bauge, 31 7. 
the Dauphin is chaced beyond the Loire, 3 I 8. the 
ftate of France, when Henry VI. of England, ami
nor, came to the throne, 3 24. the cnardfrer of the 
late Dauphin, now the French king, 3 2 ~· military 
operations between the French and the Engli01 regen
cy, 3 27' a refolurion is taken to give the Englifh 
battle at Vt'rneuil, 328, vitlory declares againfl: the. 
French, 329~ the French affairs begin to wear a 
more promifing afpetl, 331, 332.. the city of Or
leans is befieged, 333· a detachment fent to inter
cept a convoy of provifions, deftined for the ufe of 
the befiegers, is defeated, 3 34· this battle, how 
''died, ib. the garrifon IS reduced to great diffi~;.ul-

ties~ 
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ties, 3 35. the maid of Orleans, makes her appear
ance there, 3 3 7. the fiege is raifed, 341. the co
ronation of the king at Rheims, 342. a further de
tail of military movements, 343· the young king of 
England crowned in Paris, 3+4· a further account 
of the maid of Orleans, ib. 34-5• 34-6, 347· hiftory 
of the war refumed, 34 7. the reconciliation of the 
French king and the duke of Burgundy, 348, 349· 
the Englilh affairs decline in France, 3 50. their pof
feffions there, how_retained, 35I· the war is carried 
on in a feeble and languid manner, 35 z. the duke 
of Orlean•, a prifoner, taken on the field of Azincour, 
is releafed, and reconciled to the duke of Burgundy, 
who pays his ranfom, 353· a truce is made with 
England, 35 4· New differences arife, 3 57. the 
il:ate of France, at this time, 35 8, a new war breaks 
out with England, ib. their power is expelled out of 
France, by rhe conqueft of Guyenne, 3 59• the fac
tious dilpofition of Lewis, the dauphm, occupies the 
French king, 360. fome Gafcon lords offer to 
return to their allegiance to the king of England, 
372, an Englilh iJ.valion, occafioned by this en
couragement, is repulfed, 373· French troops in
vade England, 390. thefe forces, ftrengthened by 
the junction of Lancaftrians, are routed at Hexham, 
391. the vaffals of the French crown are alarmed 
by the dark and dangerous defigns of Lewis XI. now 
their king, 395· who enters into a confederacy with 
the earl of Warwic, 40I. and fends him over to 
England, at the head of an.army, 402. a league is 
formed againft France, by Edward IV. and the duke 
of Burgundy, 410. in confequence of this agree
ment, France is invaded by England, 41I. a truce 
js made, 4I2. political remarks on this treaty, 4I3· 
·the impolitic conduct of the French king, with refpect 
to the heirefs of Burgundy, 4I4. the French king, 
Charles V liT. affifts the earl of Richmond again!!: 
Richard III. 437· a treaty is made with Maximi
lian, king of the Romans, whereby his daughter is 
affianced to the eldeft fan of Lewis, the French king, 
and divers provinces given to France as her dowry, 
iii. I9. the policy of the French court on this oc
calion, 20. the then ftate of France, ib. a French 
army, under the count Dunois, invades Brittany, 
:;: r_. complains to England of the duke of Brittany, 
22· the French army befieges Nantz, 23. is con
il:rained to raife the fiege by a tumultuary army of 
Britains, 24. who are afterwards totally diffipated 
hy a French army at St. Aubin, 25. the court of 
France aifumes the delign of marrying the heirefs of 
Brittany, to their young king, 28. by that marriage, 
annexes Brittany to France, 29. but greatly pm· 
vokes the king of the Romans, ib. 30. the great 
flrength of France, arifing from the union of the great 
fiefs in 1he crown, .3 1. it is invaded by England, 
p. purchafes the emperor's friendlhip, by ceding 
to him two counties, ib. makes peace with England, 
3 3. and with the king of the Romans, ib. the 
l'rench troops ravage Italy at pleafure, 41. make 
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fre!h attacks and conque!l:s there, 7 I. their fleet is 
beaten by the Englilh fleet'on the coaft of Brittany, 
8 I, gain the victory at Ravenna in Italy, but are 
obliged to abandon all their conquefi-s there, 82. 
another fea-fight, 86. another, 87. France is in
vaded by an Engli!h army, ib. which is afterwards 
headed by the king in perfon, and the king of the 
Romans, 8 8. who befiege Ferouane, ib. the French 
army are beaten by the Englilh at Guinegate, 8g. 
Tournay furrenders to them, go. the French king 
obtains the friend!hip of the king of Navarre, 93· 
makes peace with England, 95· dies within three 
months after his marriage with the princefs Mary qf 
England, ib. the character of his fucceffor, Fran9is 
of Angoulefme, ib. his martial difpofition, Ich. 
he renews the treaty with England, 102. defeats the 
Swifs near Milan, 102. purchafes that duchy of its 
dpke, 103, becomes an object of jealoufy to Henry 
VIII. ib. by whom' his friendlhip is courted, for 
political reafons, I o 5. obtains from Henry, reil:itu
tion of Tournay, I o6. becomes a candidate for the 
imperial dignity, 109. of which he is difappointed~ 
ib. defires an interview with Henry, I 10. obtains 
it, I I I. his behaviour on that occafion, I 12. war 
with England, 124. by whom France is invaded. 
ib. the French king's poffeilions in It_aly, 125. the 
Venetians defert his alliance, 129• he is menaced by 
a powerful league, IJO. his dominions unfuccefsfully 
invaded by England, 13I. the French monarch 
leads a great army into Italy, 132. which is repulfed. 
I 33· the behaviour of his Swifs auxiliaries, ib. re
fumes a defire to conquer Milan, 134· invades Italy 
for that purpo!e, t35· where his- army is defeated. 
and he made a prifoner, 1 36. his laconic letters, on 
that occafion, to his mothn, I37· France is now 
affifted by Henry VIII. ib. a treaty for Francis's 
liberty, is made with Henry, I38. Francis rejects 
the emperor's propofals, 141. and defires to tie re ... 
moved to Madrid, ib. his conduct there, I42. is 
there vifited by the emperor, ib. is fet at liberty, 
I43• his behaviour, when returned to his own do
minions, I44· where he enters into a confederacy 
with England, the Pope, and il:ates of Italy, a
gainft the ambitious views of the Emperor, '45'. 
makes a league with England, in order to recover, by 
force of arms, the Pope's liberty, 146, I47• a de
claration of war, in conjunction with England, againft 
the Emperor, I47, I48. and mutual reproaches be
tween the Emperor and the French king, I48. a 
fecond interview with Henry, 173· and with the 
Pope, Ij6. ineffectually mediates between the Pope 
and Henry VIII. I77· refufes to Henry VIII. the 
duke of Guife's daughter, and ofl:ers him the choice 
of others, 235· breaks of all correfpondence with. 
the Engli!h monarch, 236.. invades the low-coun
tries, and beats the imperial army, 260. France is 
invaded by an Englilh army, z65. the progrefs of 
this army, z66. fends a great fleet to make a de
fcent on England, 267. an aatount of this expedi-
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tion, and other militaLY operations between France 
and England, 268. peace between France and Eng
land, 270. terms thereof, ib. makes war with 
England, 32 3· military operations, 3Z4· a treaty 
of peace with England and Scotland, 330. a war 
3\J,ain breaks out between Henry, the French king, 
England, and Spain, 391. military operations in 
that war, 392-394· Francis, the Dauphin, is 
married to ~een Mary of Scotland, 397· makes 
a treaty of peace with England, whereby Calais is 
ceded 10 France, ii. 41 4• acceffion of Francis, by 
the fudden death of Henry, 4-15. he ufes the arms 
Elf England in right of his wife, 416. orders violent 
meafures to be ufed in Scotland, 4-I9. French troops 
fupport rhe ~een regent of Scotland, 4-20. a rein
forcement is fent into Scotland, 424. and French 
doctors of divinity, to combat the reformers, ib. the 
French court offers to England, reftitution of Calais, 
up,m condHon of their ~een not interpofing in Scots 
affairs, 4-2:6. the French troops in Scotland fortify 
Leith, and are o'Jliged by capitulation, to evacuate 
Scotland, 427. which the French court refufes to ra
tify, ib. violent faCl:ions in France, 4-29. a regency 
fettled for Charles IX. who comes to thte crown by the 
death of Francis, 4-3 I. Mary ~een of Scots, and 
~een dowager of France, fets out for Scotland, 4-33· 
civil and religious wars in France, 44-<l, 449• 450. 
a further account of the French inteiline wars, 4-5 4• 
and death of the duke of Guife, ib. an agreement 
l>etween the contending parties is made, 45 S· a 
powerful confederacy is there formed againll: the Hu
gonots, ¢~· civil war again commenced between 
the Catholics and Hugonots~ 5 zg. a great battle 
there, ib. more military tranfaCl:ion< there, 530. 
Hugono<s fecretly affifted by ~een Elizabeth, ib. 
King offers the duke of Anjou for a huJbmd to 
~een Elizabeth, 53 J. negotiations relative to mar
:riage enfue, 5 32· fallacious pacifications with the 
Hugonots, often made, lull them afleep, S4I· maf
facre of Hugonots there, 542. ordered to be excufed 
at the Englifh court, ib. troops again levied by Hu
~ooots, 545•· Ch1rles the 1Xth's death, ib. accef
.lion of Henry, duke of Anjou, called Henry III. 
746. who makes peace with the Hugonots, ib •. 
catholic league made, ib. profufe liberality of cour
tit rs, encreafe the diforders now i'n France, 5 47• 
animofities encreafe between the French monarch and 
the duke of Guife, 564. the duke of A!ens:on, 
:mow created duke of Anjou, renews his fuit to Q:!een 
El1zabetb, ib. 56'5,. the French king afiilts the duke 
of Anjou with money to protect the fiates, sc6. ca
tholic league revived, 584. war with the Hugonots 
again, 648. murder of the duke. of Guife, 649· 
aJfaffination of Henry IIT. and acceffioo of Henry IV. 
king of Navarre, ib. who gains a great viCl:ory 
®ver the catholics, 650 he is fupported by ~een 
~liz:1 beth, 649·, 6_, 2, 661. the French king de
d:ues himfelf a catholic, 669. concludes a peace 
'itith Spain~ 671. raifes France to a flourilhing con-

E X. 
clition, 67 2. makes a journey to Calais, 70z. ancl 
a league with England and Holland, v. 5· is mur
dered, 38. his fuccelfor, Lewis XIII. gives the 
princefs Henrietta in marriage to Charles Prince of 
Wales, 103. the Englifh fleet fe-nt to a:d him againll: 
the Hugonot's mutiny, 14I. war between France 
and England, I 56. unfuccefsfully on the part of 
England, I 58, I 59· Roche! taken in fight of an 
Englifh army and fleet fent to its affill:ance, 179• 
peace with Engla:nd, 189. the F, ench king dies, 
vi. 63. is fucceeded by Lewis XIV. an infant in his 
cradle, ib. the French miniftry truckle to Oliver 
Cromwell, protector, 64. conclude an alliance with 
him againft Spain, 84. give up Dunkirk to E~g
land, 85. declare for the Dutch againfl: England, 
168. the French Beet declines to eng•ge with.that 
of England, 171. national animofities appear be
tween France and England, 181. the French king's 
character, ib. Je invades Flanders, I 8z. makes 
peace at Aixla-chapelle, 186. makes an alliance 
with ~ and {-Iolland, 204. declares war a
gainfl: the Dutch, 2 I 4· joins his fleet with that of 
England, 2 I 7. his armies enter the Dutch territo
rie3, 21 8. over-run three provinces, 2 I 9· are 
recalled, z 3 3. take M aefiricht, ib. are fometimes 
fuccefsful, 24 I. fometimes unfuccefsful, 247. beat 
the prince of Orange at St. Omar, zsz. take 
Ghent and Ypres, z6I. the French king agrees to 
the peace at Nimeguen, 264. aCls ia Geqnany as 
if he was fole fovereign of Europe, 367. revokes. 
the edict of Nantz, 391. furious perfecution of Hu
gonots, ib. the effect of this mealure, 4-I4· in
vades Germany, 419. offers to affift James II. a
gainft his (objects, 4-zo. remonilrates to the Statts 
againft the prince of Orange's intended expedition in 
favour of Great-Britain, ·427· receives king James. 
II. in ai'l affcCl:ionate and refpetl:ful manner, 432. 

Francis, dauphin of France. See France. 
- duke of Brittany, his character, J,J. 20. e{. 

capes to Nantz, z I. where he is foon afterwards be
fieged by the French, 23. and relieved by a tumul
tuous army of Briton•, 24. his fudden death, and 
the perplexed ftate ofhis dominions, 25 • 
-- king of France~ See France. 
Frank Almoigne, a tenure, what, and to what purpofe 

invented, ii. 85. 
Frankt, an account of them, ii. 1 6SL and of their 

cuftoms relative to the fucceffion to their throne, ib. 
Frederick, eleCl:or Palatine of the Rhine, is married to 

princefs Elizabeth of England, v. 43· is chofen 
king of Bohemia, 70. defeated by the Emperor, 
71. put to tb.e ban of the Empire, 78.. makes 
vigorous efforts to regain his dorniniom, 86. lays 
down his arms, ib •. 

----, emperor of Germany.. See Germany. 
Fruits, firft. See Firjl fruits. 
Fulk, curate of Neuilly, his rematbble joke on king

Richard I. i. 3.14.• how replied t.o by that prince, 
ih~. 
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G. 

GALEN, Van, defeats the Englifh fleet, vi. 4r. 
Gardiner, bi!hop of Winchefter, oppofes the re

formation, iii 186, irritates the K mg againll: the 
~een, by accufing her of herefy, z 7 4. heads the 
oppofition againll the reformation, 29 3. defends 
images and ho~y water, ib. ftrenuoufly defends 
the old opinions, 294· is fent to the Fleet 
prifon, where he is har!hly ufed, 295· his objeCtions 
againft the new homil1es, ib. fent to the Tower for 
den) ing the King's fupremacy, 31 '7· meets with 
har!h treatment on a frivolous pretence, 330. ar
ticle; propofed to him in order to be a foundation for 
his deprivJtion, 331. his bi!hoprick fequeftered, 
ib. his deprivation and clofe confinement, ib. fet 
at liberty on the acceffion of· ~een Mary, 352. 
and reftored to his fee, 35 3· his generofity to Peter 
Martyr, 3 55, made prime minifier and chancellor, 
3 S9· promotes the Q!een's marriage with fhilip, 
ib. his fpeech at opening the parliament, 366. by 
his prudence acquires great reputation, 373· pro
motes the perfecution of heretics, 37 f· v io!ent and 
imprudent meafurts after his death, 3 8f· 

Garter, Order of, inftituted, ii. 206. 
Gafcoigne, chief juftice of the King's Bench, imprifons 

the prince of Wales, ii. 299· how received by that 
prince when King, ib. 

Gaunt, Mrs. her trial, vi. 38). 
Ga'71ajlon, Piers, his fudden rife, ii. 1 27. his charaCler, 

ib. is left guardian of the realm, while the King 
goes to France, 1 z8. his bani£hment and infolent 
return, 1 29. his fecond bani£hmenr, 130. his re
turn, 13 '· his death, 13 2. 

Ga<ve/J.ind, cuftom of, i. 162. its nature, v. 4'· 
Gerffrey, brother of Henry II. invades Anjou and Maine, 

i. 266. rdigns his claim for a penfron, 267. dies,. 
ib. 

- Duke of Normandy, father of Henry II. his 
extraordinary cruelty to the chap·er of Seez, i. 270. 

- third fon of Henry H. has Brittany allotted to 
him in his father's life-time, i. 306. becomes dif
leyal to his father, 307. at a conference between 
his father and the French King, appears in the train 
of the latter, 3 1 o. accommodates his differences· 
with his father, 3 I 5· renews his •Jndutiful behaviour, 
3 21. is killed at Paris, ib. 

- natural fon of Henry IT. his dutiful regard to 
his father, living and dead, i. 325· his oath, when 
archbi!hop of Canterbury, to his brother, R1chard I. 
on his departure to the Holy Land, 334· 

- Archbifrtop of York, is thrown into prifon by 
Longchamp, t. 3f2. how refented by the nation,. 
ib. 

Gerard, his herefy, how punifhed, i. zg8~ 
- Balthafar, affafiinates the Prince of Orange, 

iv. 583. 
-. his confpiracy, vi. 57· 
Germany, how divided. and fubdivided by the feudal in· 

E X. 
ftitutions, i. q r. Emperor of, Henry IV. encoa
rages his vaffals to embark iri .. the Norman invafion, 
132. civil government of, how rent, If8. how 
improved after their fettlement in the Roman pro
vinces, I 54· Emperor of, defends his prerogative 
againft papal ufurpations, 191. is exc~mJmunicated, 
ib. a furious eagernefs after crufades prevails the1e, 
z 12. its emperor, Henry V. makes the Pope a pri
foner, 23 ~· caufes him to r.:nounce, by a formal 
treaty, the right of inveftitures, ib. Emperor of, 
Frederic T. en~ers into a crufade, 322. his bad fuc
cefs, 33i· Emperor of, Henry VI. obtains of the 
Duke of Au!l:ria to deliver to him Richard I. of 
Englard, then his prifoner, 346. but refufes the 
French King's requeH relative to his royal prifoner, 
ib. his conduCt to King Richard is exclaimeJ againft 
by the Dyet of Rati!b-;n and the Pope, 349· where
upe>n he relt afes him, ib. ineffeCtually orders him 
to be purfued and arrefted, 3 so. makes advances 
to gain his friendlhip, 352· and concludes with him 
an offenfive alliance agai;;tt France, ib. Emperor of,. 
Otho, is excommunicated by the Pope, 374· beaten 
by the French King, 381. the nature of the Ger
man government explained, 398. alliances between· 
German princes and Edward III. are formed, ii. 
171. who is made vicar of the German empire, 
173· its Emperor, Lewis, is detached from the al
liance of Eng~and, t8o. and revokes the title of 
vicar, granted to Edwar~ III. ib. feveral German 
princes are difcomfited in battle againft Edward III. 
at Crecy, I 99· Wickliff's opinions carried intO' 
Germany, 279. Emperor of, Ferdinand, negotiates· 
a treaty wi[h France, iii. 31. concludes it, 3 z. ob ... 
tains a c, ilion of two French provinces, ib. Empe-· 
ror of, Maximilian, enters into a treaty with Henry 
VIII. 88. ferve·s under him, and receives his pay, 
ib. enters into amity with France, and deferts the 
alliance of England, 9+· the charaCler of this Em
peror, 103. offers to refign to Henry VIIf. the im-· 
peri a! crown, r Of. the death of this Emperor, and 
eleCtion of Charles of Spain to the imperial dicrnity, 
109. who vifits England, 1 I 1. makes war 

0 
with 

France, llf• enters into offenfive alliance with 
England ~gainft France, I 1 )· the reformation be
gins in Germany, I 20, the moderation of this Em
peror, on hearing the ftate of the French King, now 
his captive, 136. on what terms he grants him his 
liberty, 143, 144.· the imperial army fack Rome, 
1 +5· and makes the Pope a prifoner, ib. the Em
peror's hypocritical behaviour on hearing thefe news,. 
146. receives a menacing embaffy from France and 
England, ib. his behaviour to the French and Eng
li£h heraids, 148. fets the Pope at liberty, tsz .. 
over awes the Pope in the bufioefs of Henry's di~ 
vorce, I 5+ menaces the Pope, and calls his title. 
to the papal chair in queftion, I)"}- adjufts a:treaty 
with him, 157· the fundame, tal article of this 
treaty, ib. makes a league with Henry Vfii. z.6o •. 
the advantages gained by this league this cam-

z. P.ai&.n,, 
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paign, ih. progrefs of the war againft France, 
265. peace between the empire and France, 266. 
the Emperor declines to ailift the Englilh againft the 
French, 3 24. an account of the civil wars in the 
empire, between the catholics and proteftants, 3 58. 
the Emperor attacks France, ib. fignifies to Mary, 
·~een of England, his intention3 of matching with her 
his fan Philip, 3 59· which is readily embraced, ib, 
obtains this marriage to be confummated, 36 I. 
fruitlefsly attempts to procure fupport from England 
againft France, 3" I. on his refignation is fucceeded 
by his brother Ferdinand, King of the Romans, 
387. the Pope refufes to crown him, ib. and why, 
387, 38S. propofes to enlarge his authority in the 
Netherlands, iv. 533· fends the duke of Alva to 
the Netherlands, 5 34· princes of, make an alliance 
with ~een Elizabeth, 5 +4 troops are levied in 
Germany for the afiiftance of the Hugonots of France, 
545· German troops ferve in France, under the 
King of Navarre, 649· Frederic II. Emperor of, 
makes powerful alliances, and with whom, v. 69. 
fubdues Bohemia, and the Palatinate of the Rhine, 
7 I. ruts the Elector Palatine of the Rhine to the 
bm of the Empire, 78. defpifes the negotiations 
carried on by James I. of England, for the recovery 
of the Palatinate, 85. which is reftored to the young 
Palatine by the treaty of Weftphalia, vi. 6z. the Em
peror affifts the Dutch againft France, 227. is in
cluded in the peace of Nimeguen, 267. opprelfed 
by the French King, Lewis XIV. 367. joins in a 
league with Spain and Holland againft France, 4'4· 

Chent, pacification formed, iv. 55 1. the articles of 
agreement there made with ~een Elizabeth, 5 52. 

Gilbert, Sir Humphrey, his fpeech in the houfe of com
mons, relative to a motion there made, concerning 
the prerogative, iv. 525· how fuch fpeeches were 
then regarded by the houfe of commons, ib. 5 26. 

Giles, St. or St. Giles's, titular Saint of Edinburgh, pro-
cefiion cf, interrupted by the Reformers, iv. 418. 

G!am;rgan, Earl, his tranfactions in Ireland, v, 405, 
Glendour, Earl. See Wc.les. 
G/ouce;Jer, Earl, forms the project of an infurrection, i. 

25 z. leaves England, ib, returns to the train of 
the Emprefs Matilda, 254· commands in a battle 
againft King Stephen, in which that prince is take!} 
prifoaer, z 5). becomes guarantee of the treaty be
tween Matilda and the legate, archbifhop of Winchc:
iler, 256. his fon appears inclined to refift the deftruc
tion of the fortreffes appointed by Henry II. z66. 

- Duke, uncle of Richard II. his character, ii. 
~42. invades France, 244· keeps the King in great 
fubjection, 249· impels the houfe of commons to 
impeach earl Suffolk, then chancellor, 2 50. obtains 
a commifiion to fourteen perfons, all of his faction, 
to exercife fupreme authority for the fpace of a year, 
2 sz. his and his faction's audacious behaviour to 
the King, 253· their violent and arbitrary proceed-
3:,gs againft the minifiry, 254. he rejects the Q!een's 

E x. 
ioterpolition on her knees in behalf of Sir Simon Bur
ly, 256. is removed from the council-board, 257. 
exclaims againfi the public meafures, 259· enters 
into treafonable con( piracies againft the King, 260. 
is feized, and hurried over feas into the French do
minions, 26 I. is appealed in the houfe of peers. 
z6z. murdered in Calais, 263. 

-- fon of Henry IV. ii. 297. accompanies his 
brother to France, 3 I). is appointed regent of Eng
land by his brother on his death-bed, 3 I9· invefted 
by parliament with the dignity of guardian of the 
realm, on the event of the duke of Bedford's ab
fence, 3 z 3· his precipitate and impolitic conduct, 
relative to the duke of Burgundy, and the princefs 
heirefs of Holland, 330. the pernicious effects of 
thefe proceedings, 33 I. gives the duke of Burgun
dy's herald his own guards to protect him, 349· 
oppofes an accommodation with France, 353· hi; 
ruin is refo!ved on by" the ~een and Winchefter's 
partizans, 3 55. his duchefs's difgrace augments the 
public efteem of him, ib. he is found dead in his 
bed, 356. an anecdote concerning him which greatly 
illuftrates his character, ib. 

--uncle of Edward V. is appointed by Edward IV. 
regent of the realm, during the minority of Edward 
V. his nephew, ii. 420. refolves on the ruin of the 
~een, ib. caufes ear 1 Rivers to be arrefted, 42 I. 
gets the duke of York into his hands, 422. is in
il:alled by the council, protector of the realm, 423. 
his character, how covered from public view, ib. 
his firft behaviour in the council, 424. his fecond 
appearance there, 42 5. his pretenfions to the crown, 
how founded, 426. the expedients he made ufe of 
to work upon the people, 427. mounts the throne 
under the name of Richard III. 428. caufes his 
two nephews, the King and duke of York, to be 
murdered, 429. rewards the duke of Buckingham, 
4~0. his title, how regarded by the nation, 431. a 
confpiracy is formed againft him by the duke of Buc
kingham, 432. whom he caufes to be executed, 43 5'• 
his title is recognized in parliament, ib. fuccefsfully 
courts the ~een dowager, 436. his dominions are 
invaded by the earl of Richmond, 437· his in
trepid behaviour at the battle of B.1fworth field, 
438. where he is flain, and his army routed, 439· 
his character, ib. 

---- brother of Charles II. Lis death, vi. I 3). 
---- Earl of, meets fecretly with the difcontented 

barons, ii. 27. a rivalfhip arifes between him and 
Leicefier, 32. he fecretly deferts the barons, 34· 
dies, 36. 

--- his fon, difpleafed, retires from the rebel 
parliament, ii. 47. breaks With the rebel barons, 
48. afiifis prince Ed ward to levy an army, 49· re
bels, 52. refigns fome of his caftles, and enters into 
a bond for the peace of the kingdom, 53· on the 
King's death is appointed, in parliament, one of the 
guardians of the realm, in conjunction with the arch,. 

bilhop 



r N 

bifftop of York, fon of the King of the Romans, 
6o. his quarrel with the earl of Hereford is judi
dally determined, 79· 

Godfrey, earl of Boulogne, engages in the holy war, 
i. 212. is chofen King of Jerufalem, 222. 

--'s murder, vi. 282. its effeas on the nation, 
283. on the houfe of commons, z86. trials of 
the murderers, 294· 

trying caufes among 
how and when prac~ 

God's judgement, a method of 
the Anglo-Saxons, i. 1 58. 
tifed, 1 59· 

Godwht, Earl, his valour, i. 108. how rewarded, ib. 
he murders Alfred, elde!l: fan of Ethel red,-,_, I. re
mains neuter at the acceffion of Edward the Confe:lfor, 
1 13. fiipulates that Edward £hall marry his daughter, 
114. his exorbitant power, I 16. raifes an army 
under a falfe pretence, I 17. is obliged, with his 
fons, to fly the kingdom, 1 I 8. makes up all diffe
rences with the King, ,·,9· dies, ib. 

Goodwin, Sir Francis, his cafe,. v. 12. compromifed, 

13· 
Gordon, Lady Catharine, married to Perkin Warbeck, 

iii. 43· is made a prifoner, and generoufly treated 
by Henry VII. so. 

Goring, his treachery, v. Z74· 
Gourdon mortally wounds Richard I~ King of England, 

i. 353· his fate, ib. 
--- a rebel baron encounters prince Edward, ii. 

51. how generouily treated by that prince, when 
conquered and taken, ib 

Gourney and Mon-travers, murderers of Edward II. ii. 
. I 48. their fate, ib. 

Go·vernment, civil, Englilh, an account of it5 rife, ii. 445. 
its pre-eminence, ib. the only rule of, 446. and 
changeable nature, ib. /late of, in the reign of ~een 
Elizabeth, iv. 716. how then like that of Turkey, 
721. f1ate of, in the reign of James I. v. 108. 

ecclelia!lical, then in Eng!ar.Jd, v. 11 3· grows 
odious there, 237· is petitioned againil: by che cicy 
of London and others, Z)}· altered, 38.).. changed 
again, vi. I.J7• 

eccleliafiical, in Scotland, in the reign of 
James vr •. v. s6. altered, 2 Z4- changed again, 
vi. 141. 

- feudal, introduced into England, i. tSo. how 
irregular, 318.. See Goq;en.rr.ent civil, in Eng
land. 

Go-u:ry, Earl, his confpiracy againfl: J:tmes VI'. of Scot
land, iv. 570. difappointed,_ 574 he is condemn
ed by parliament, and executed, 575· 

Gray, Lady Elizabeth, her hi/lory, ii. 3fj2. lhe is 
married to Edward lV. 393· the honours heapt on 
her family, 394· her father and one of her brothers 
murdered by rebels, 397· her puty is oppofed by the 
duke of Buckingham, 419. her ruin is relo~ved on 
by the duke of Glocefier, 420. fhe fl1es to a fanc
tuary with her fecond fon, 422. delivers up her 
fon to the duke of Glocefter's meffengers, . 42,3. 

D E X. 

confents to marry the duke of Glocell:er, now Ri
chard HI. 436. 

- Lady Jane, propofed by Northumberland to 
Edward VI. as heir to the throne, iii. 342. married 
to lord Guilford Dudley, 343· her character, 349• 
is with difficulty prevailed on to a:lfume the title of 
Qgeen, ib. proclaimed in London and the neigh• 
bourhood, ib. is deferted by the people, 351. 
chearfully returns to a private life, ib. is confined~ 
3 52. as is her father and hufband, ib. both are 
condemned to die, ib. lhe is ordered to prepare for 
death, 364. her execution, 365. and laft fpeech~ 
ib. 

- Lady Catharine, :lifter to the above, married' 
to the earl of Hartford, iv. 444· her fufferings on 
that dlccount, ib. and death, ib. 

- lord governor of Ireland, hiftory of his govern~ 
ment there, iv. 68o. 

Greenland difcovered, v. 1 J-5-
Green'Vil!e, Sir John, vice admiral, his fiiip is the firlt' 

Engli(h man of war taken by Spain,. iv. 652. his
gallant behaviour on that occalion, 653· 

Gregory the Great, pontiff of Rome, his intentions con
cerning Great Britain, i. zz. his intemperate zeal, 
23· 

--- VII. pontiff of Rome, i. 190. he excommu
nicates the Emperor of Germany, 191. his meafures
with other fovereigns, 192. he prohibits the mar
riage of priefts, l93· h1s fcheme for an union of 
Chrifl:endom, 242. 

--- IX. Pope, his decretals, a charaCler of them,. 
ii. 5s. 

Grejham, Sir Thomas, a merchant, builds the Royal 
Exchange, iv. 735· how employed by ~een Eliza
beth, 7 51. 

Gualo, the Pope's legate, his method of punifhing the: 
Englifh clergy for rebellion, ii. 7. 

Guelph and Ghibeline, faClion" in ltaly, how engender.._ 
ed, i. 191. 

Guedo, legate of Rome, excommunicates the rebel ba
ron', ii; 46. becomes Pope under the name of U:r.• 
ban IV. ib. 

Guinegate, battle of, iii. 89· 
Guiji:, Duke of, commands the French in recoverinfl'' 

Calais frcrn the Englifh, iii. 393, 394· his great in~ 
fl~ence in_ the French government; iv. 429, 430~ 
h1s authcrtty, how counterball~nced after the King's 
death,_ 431. heads the catholic party, 448. his vi
olent proceedings againft the Hugonot<, ib. .149•· 
makes an alliance with Philip of Spain againft them,, 
449· while meditating a mortal blow againft them •. 
is affaffinated by Poltrot, 4 54:· 

--- his fon, fucceeds him in the command of the· 
catholics againll: the hugonots, iv. 5 \O. his lire at 
charatl:er, and wherein he differed from his fa~her: 
ib. acquires great interefl: at the court of France, 546:: 
forms a party againft the King, 546. and a league 
for the fuppreffion of the Hugoncts, ib,. is fupport.:d. 

X b;r 
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'by Philip of Spain, 548. his animofity again!l: the 
F,ench monarch encreafes, s6-J.. he revives theca
tholic league, s8f. is a[afiiriated by order of the 
French King, 649· 

Gunilda, a ChrWian princefs, her prophecy, i. 1 oo. 
her violent and painful deatb, ib. 

Gunpouder, invention and influence of, in the art of 
war, iii. 67. 

Gurth, brother of King Harold, his advice to that 
prince, i. t 36. which is rejected, 1 3 7. attends 
his brother in the battle with duke William of Nor
mandy, 138. is there fl,ain, 139· 

Cuy, earl of f'landen. See Flanders. 
Guyen11e and Poietou, French provinces mortgaged to 

William Rufus, King of England, i. 218. . 
-- by fentence annexed to the French crown, ii. 

82. conquered, 84. 
GJllingham, a general council fummon~d there by Ed. 

ward the Confeffor, i. 1 If· 

H. 

H ABEAS corpus all paffed, vi. 303. a recapitu. 
lation uf it, ib. 304. how neceffary in a mixed 

monarchy, 304. 
Radiington taken and fortified by the Engli!h, 111. 307, 

befieged by the Scots and French, 308. the French 
attempt to furprize it, but are repulfed, 31 o. it 
is deferted and difmantled by the Englilh, 323, 

Haln, punilhed by Q!een Elizabeth, for writing again!l: 
Q!een Mary's title to the crown of England, iv. 
456. 

Eales, Sir Edward, his cafe, vi. 392. tried and ad. 
judged in fdvour of the King, 393· 

1lafido'VJ11-hi !I, battle of, ii. 167. 
llallifax, Marquis, his character, vi. 347· 
Hambden, John, his cafe, v. 21 r. judgement is enter

ed againft h;m, zr 3· he dies of his wounds re
ceived in battle againft the King, 346. his charac
ter, ib. 
-- another, his trial and fentence, vi. 362. 
Hamiftm, P:{trick, burnt in Scotland for herefy, 111. 

244· hi~ refolution, and how regardfd, ib. 
- Marquio, teats with the covenanters, v. 2ZI• 

is made commiilioner to a Sco:s pnliament, zzz. 
calls a gener:) affembly, 213. er.te s England at 
the head of a Sccns army, 446. is routed, ib. 
tried as earl of CJmbridg,e by a high court of juf
tice, 463. beheaded, ib. 

- Earl, joined with Lefly in the chief command 
of the Scot> army, is mortally wounded at Wor
cefter, vi. 29 

---Duke, oppofes Lauderdale, vi. zC8. repairs 
to London with the Scuts ~ompiaints, 273. how 
received, 274· 

};'_a npton Court, conference there concernlng Q:!een 
Nfary"s ccndua, iv. 405. 

E X. 
Hampton Court conference, in the reign of James I. 

concerning religion, v. 9• 
Hanfe towns, their complaints, how replied to, iv. 733· 
Harcourt, his trial, vi. 306. 
liardicanute, or Canute the Hardy, fnn of Canute the 

Great, by ~een Emma, i. 110. feizes the king· 
dom of England, 112. dies, 113. 

Harjleu.,. befieged and taken by Henry V. ii. 307. 
Harold, firnamed Harefoot, fucceffor of Canute the 

Great, comes to an agxeement with Hardicanute, i. 
111. dies, ib. 

fon of earl Godwin, focc~eds hirri in his 
governments and office of ll.eward of the houfehold, 
i. 1 19. his character, 1 zo. h(; over-runs Mercia, 
ib. obtains the dukedom of Northumberland for his 
brother, 1 21. encreafes his popularity, and efta. 
blilhes his power, 1 ZJ. on his Journey to Norman
dy is taken prifoner by the count of Ponthieu, 124. 
demanded by, and fent to William duke of Norman
dy, ib. feigns a compliance with the' views of the 
Norman, 125· fubdues the Welch to the obedience 
of England, 126. deferts his brother Tofti's inte
re£1:, ib. and marries Morcar's filler, ib. open 'y 
afpires. to the fuccellion, 127. on the deJth of Ec
ward the Confeffor mounts the vacant throne, 1 z8. 
receives intelligence ofhis brother's intrigues abroac', 
129. refufes to yield the throne to William Duke: 
of Normandy, J30. defeats his brother's invafion, 
135· fends a rneifage to the Duke of Normandy, 
now invading England, 13 7• gives him battle, 138. 
in which he is defeated and flain, 139· 

Hartford, Earl of, privately tmrries lady Jane Gray, 
without ~een Elizabeth's confent, ii. 444· how 
feverely treated by that princefs on that account, 
ib, 

Harrington, his character, iv. 128. 
Harrifan'o trial, vi. 134· 
Harry, Great, the firft !hip in the Eogli!h navy, built, 

iii. 66. . 
Harvey, his charader, vi. 134• 
Hajiings, a Danilh chieftain, invades England, i. 6o. 

agrees to depart, 61. 
- b.attle of, i. 138. i•s confequences, 164. 
____..... lord, his rep!y to the duke of Glocefter in coun

cil, ii. 424. ordered to be fumrna ily execut:d, 

42 5· 
H..tjield, a remarkable fynod there, i, 45• its acts, 

ib. 
Hatton, Sir Chriftopher, a man that never followed 

the profeffion of the law, made chancellor, iv. 6z9. 
his behaviour, ib. 

Ji.;<vre de Grace and Dieppe taken poffct1ion of by the 
Eogli!h, iv. 450. "ho (oon after abandon the l:lt!tr, 
ib. the former be!ieged by the French, 45 5. fur
renders to them, 4·5 6. 

Hau:kes, Thomas, burnt for herefy in ~een Mary's 
reign, iii. 379· his fortitude on that occaiion, io. 
380~ 

H.ay'V.:(lrd, 
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Hayward, an author, in what manner he incenfed 
~een Elizabeth, iv. 719. and how fhe menaced 
him, 720. 

Helie, Laid ap Fleche, a fmall town in Anjou, gives 
William Rufus great inquietude, by invading Nor
mandy, i. 217. repulfes William Rufus in an at
tack on his fmall territory, ib. 

- de St. Saen is made tutor, and why, by 
Henry I. to William, fon of his elder brother, Ro
bert, i. 230. withdraws his pupil to the court 
of the duke of Anjou, 237· 

Hengift and Horfa, heads of the Saxons that come into 
Britain, their defcent, i. 13. their treachery, If· 
the death of the latter, ib. the former's fucceis 
and death, 15. 

Henrietta, princefs uf France, is married to Charles I. 
of England, v. 134. See ~een con/ort if King· 
Charles I. 

- princefs of England, is married to the duke of 
Orleans, vi. 135. dies, 204. 

Henriet, Kings of France. See France. 
lhnry, duke of Anjou and King of Poland, becomes 

King of France, iv. 546. attempts in vain to re
concile the violent parties in the kingdom, ib. See 
France. · 

- Emperor of Germany. See Germany. · 
- Prince, third fon of duke William the Conque-

ror, rebels againl.l: his elder brother, duke of Nor
mandy, i. 206. is reduced, 207. becomes King 
of England under the name of Henry 1. 222. his 
engagements at his acceffion, 223. which are re
duced into a charter, 224. he depofes the biihop 
of Durham, 225. his cond11B: to Anfelme, u6. 
his marriage with Matilda, daughter of Malcolm 
the third, King of Scotland, ib. his kingdom 
is invaded by his elder brother, Robert, 228. and 
though their diffarences are accommodated, he pro
fecutes Robert's adherents after his departure, ib. 
invades Normandy, 229. flays in battle his brother 
Robert, and defeats his army, 230. conquers Nor
mandy, ib, his difputes with Anfelme about invefl:i
tures, 231, his me!Tage to Rome, ::32. further 
differences concerning the fame fubjec1, and effects 
thereof, 2 3 3. is threatened by the Pope, 2 3 5. 
tbefe differences are accommodated, 236. he fends 
Engliih bilhops to a general cour.cil convoked at 
Rheim~, 23 8. his charge to them at their departure, 
239· accommodates all differences with the French 
king, ib. his only (on William, perifhes at fea, 240. 
his regard to the Engliih, ib. he marries Adelais, 
daughter of Godfrey, duke of Lovaine, and niece of 
Calixtus, pope, 241. give3 his daughter Matilda, 
emprefs dowager, in marriage to the eldefl: fen of 
Folk, dake of Anjou, ib. his adminifl:ration con
:fidered, 24z. his prudence in guarding againfl: the 
encroachments of Rome, 243· how laws againft the 
marriages of priefl:s were executed in his reign, ib. 
vifi.ts Normandy, where a grandfon is born to him by 
the emprefs Matilda, 24-4. the method he wok to 
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enfure the fucceffi<'ln of the Engliih throne to the em
prefs his daughter, ib. his death and charaCter, 
245· 

- II. grandfon of the former, by the emprefs Matil
da, is born, i. 244. the Eng~ifh throne fettled on 
his mother, and eventually on him, is ufurped by 
Stephen, fon of the count of Blois, 24.8. young 
Henry is made a knight, by his great uncle, David, 
king of Scotland, z )9· by the death of his father, 
Geoffrey, duke of Normandy, is invefl:ed in the 
dutchies of Normandy, Anjou, and Maine, ib. mar
ries Eleanor, heirefs of PoiClou, 26o, 261. fucceeds 
to the Engliih crown, by the dcilth of Stephen, z6o. 
his large po!Tdfions on the continent, z64. the in
fluence which his refidence in England had on his 
interetl in France, 265. he arrives in England, z66. 
his adminiftration there, ib. comprornifes his bro
ther's claim on Anjou and Maine, z6;. makes the 
~ebellious Welch fubrnit, ib. his large acquifitiC?ns 
m France, 268. makes war with the king of France, 
269. caufes a marriage to be folemnized between 
his fen and Margaret, princefs of France, thou"h 
both infants, ib. quarrels with his clergy, 27~. 
allows Pope Alexander to e_)(ercife his authority with
in his dominions, 271. makes Thomas a Becket 
chancellor, ib. greatly aggrandifes him, 272. his 
familiarity with the chJncellor, ib. caufes him 
to be elected archbiihop of Canterbury,. 273. a 
quarrel arifes between this ·prince and Becket, 27 4· 
obliges Becket to abfolve a military tenant of the 
crown, excommunicated witho"ut his previous con
fent, 275. fumrnons a national fynod of prelates, 
277. caufes the conftitiltions of Clarendon to be 
there en_a~ed, ib. prevails on Becket to. fi.gn and ap
pend h1s feal. to them, 279· inftigates a law-fuit 
againft Becket, 280. fummons a fynod of prelatei 
and barons, ib, obtains of them to condemn Becker, 
281. makes demands of money on Becht, 282. 
inhibits all appeals to the pope, 28 s. propofcs mher 
meafures of oppofition to ecclefiaftical ufurpations, 
287. is obliged to appeal to the pope, ib. refolves 
to accommodate matters with the pope, 288. is op
pofed by Becket in all his endeavours towdrds a re
conciliation, 28y. his compromife with Becket. 
290. his converfation with the French king about 
B.ecket, ib: affr,ciates with himfelf in the royalty 
h1s fon prmce H.:rry, 29L his exclamation, Ofl 

:light of the excommunicated prela'es, 293. e!iec(s 
thereof, 0n Becket, 29-J.· his perplexity on hearino
of Becket's. tragical end, 295• the means he ufe.J t~ 
af•peafe the pope, 296. his behaviour during this 
conteft, 297. undertahs an expedition ag~i .. il: Ire-
land, 298, obtains of the pope a gr::nt of that 
illand, 300, gives his fubjeds leave to ~ffift the 
expelled king of Leinfter, 301. lands in hdand, 
3c3. _fubdues ~t, ib. returns, 304· is thorougl.ly 
reconciled to Rome, 305. fettles 011 his chdd,en 
the portions deftined for them, J06. cau(es his fo,, 
to be. crowned ar:ew, together with his fpou:e, ib. 

f 
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is perplexed by his children, 307. obtains of the 
pope to excommunicate their partizans, ib. arms 
againft them, 308. gains great advantages over the 
armies that appear in that caufe, 310. holds a con
ference with the French king, and his difloyal fon~, 
ib. his humble condua on that occafion, 311. his 
then behaviour to the church, ib. the fuccefs of his 
armies in England, 312. his remarkable pennance 
at Canterbury, ib. the fuccefs of his armies againft 
the Scots king, 313· and Englifh rebels, 31 4· a
gainft the French king, 31 ~. his honourable ac
commodation with his enemies, ib. his equitable 
laws, 316. his prudence in providing for the king
rlom, after demolition of the fortreffes, 317. one of 
his molt equitable laws concerning the goods of a 
vaffal, 318, on what occafion enatted, ib. his be
haviour towards France, during Philip's minority, 
319. his grief, at his fon Henry's death, po. the 
effetts of his fon Geoffrey's death, 3 21. a new 
breach ~>.ith France, and his fon, 323· his bad fuc
cefs in -this war, 324· the hard peace that enfued, 
3 2S• and his forrowful death, ib. his charaCler, 
326. the ftate of his court, with refpea to litera
ture and politenefs, ib. the notions that prevailed in 
his reign, among his barons, with refpea to liberty 
and religion, 327. his temper, how changed into 
rigorous, 328. his reputation in foreign courts, ib. 
cop1mutes military fervices, 329. and remits Dane. 
gelt, ib. an account of his children, 3 30. 

Henry III. his coronation, when an infant, ii. 3· his 
guardians grant, in his name, a new charter, ib. and 
quell infurrettiom, 8. he enters on the exercife of 
the government, 1 o. quells infurretl:ions of mutinous 
barons, ib. makes war with France, 1 1. the then 
weaknefs of the government exemplified, ib. his 
charaCter at that time, 12. his barons come armed 
to parliament, I 3. his marriage, and love of fo
r.eigners, 14. his barons, how affected by this be
haviour of the king, 1 lj. further effeCls of his im
prudence in this ref pea, 16. his bad fuccefs in war, 
17. and want of reconomy, ib his behaviour to 
the monks of Chrift-church of Canterbury, on the 
vacancy of that fee, 18. tumults arife, on promot
ing Italim clergymen, 19· he accepts of the Sici
lian crown from the pope, 20. his expooient~ to 
raife money for the Sicilian war, 2 I. refigns that 
crown into the hands of the pope, 22. his difcon
tented barons compla!n of breaches of the great char
ter, 23. the king's farcaftical anfwer, 25. here
news the great charter, z6 quarrels ''i'h the earl of 
Leicefter, 27. fummons a parliament, 28. in which 
the ba. ons appear armed, ib. another at Oxford, 
in which the unlimited aurhority:of twe-nty-four barons 
is fettled, ib. he cedes Normandy, and other French 
provinces, to the French king, by a formal treaty, 
33· is abfolvecf by the pope, from his oath to ob
ferve the provifions of Oxfo,d, 34· refumes his au
thority, 35· obtains the refumption of his authority, 
to be confirmed in parliament, 36. rep1.1lfes the re-
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bellious Welch, 37. hoftilities are commenced a:.. 
gainft him by the mutinous barons, under the earl of 
Leicefter's direClion, 38. an ignominious accommo
dation is extorted from him, 39• the quarrel break
ing out afrelh, it is fubmitted to the arbitration of 
the French king, ib. the French king's equitable 
award, made in pre fence of the ftates of France and 
England, is defpifed by the mutinous barons, 40. 
the fuccefs of the royalifts in war, when headed by 
king and prince, againft the rebel barons, 41. the 
battle of Lewes and Mife there, 42, 43· the vio~ 
lence to which the royal family and kingdom are 
obliged to fubmit, 44· the proceedings of a par'
liament of rebel barons, fummoned by Leicefier, 4), 
another, in like manner, is fummoned, to which two 
knights of each !hire, and two deputies from eaclt 
borough, are called, 46. the arbitrary proceedings 
of this parliament, 47• his fon, prince Edward, is 
releafed on ignominious terms, 48. the royalifi:s 
headed by the prince, engage Leicefter's party at 
Evelham, 49· the king's life is there faved by the
prince, 50. viaory declares in favour of the royalifts, 
50. the clemency of the viaors, 51. the king's 
clemency to the earl of Glocefter, after quelling a 
new rebellion raifed by him, 52. the king's death,, 
5 3• his children, 54· his character, and moil: re
markable laws, ib. 

Henry IV. is placed on the throne, ii. 27 3· calls a. 
parliament in fix days, ib. a conlideration of his 
title to the crown, 28z. an infurrettion againft him, 
283. is quelled, 284. he perfecutes lollards, 285. 
an infurrection arifes againft him in Wales, 286. he 
invades Scotland, 287. the earl of Northumber
land rebels againft him, 288, the earl's fon gives 
the king battle at ShrewJbury, 289. in which the 
king gains the vittory, ib. this rebellion is quelled, 
290. and Northumberland pardoned, ib. the earL 
of Nottingham, and archbifhop of Canterbury, re
bel, 290. this rebellion is quelled by an artifice,_ 
ib. king Henry gets into his power, James, prince 
of Scotland, afterwards James I. of Scotland, 291. 
foments divilions in France, 292. procures a fettle
ment of the crown upon himfelf and his heirs, 294. 
rejetts the addreffes of the houfe of commons, rela
tive to the temporalities of the church, 29~. his 
death and charaCter, 296. -his children, 297. 

- V. eldeft fon and fucceffor of the former, i-i. 
297. his riotous life in his youth, 298. his beha-
1.:iour at his acceffion to the chief juthce of the king's 
bench, who had imprifoned him in his youth, 299. 
how he managed the feveral parties that then divided 
the nation, 300. defeats a confpiracy of Iollards, 
30 I. enaCts fevere Jaws againft them, 302. fo
ments the differences that arife in France, during the 
minority of Charles VI. 305. prepares for war a~ 
gainft France, ib. punifhes the confpirators in fa
vour of the earl of March, 3c6. takes Harfleur, ib. 
draws llp his army for battle, at Azincour, 308. 
routs the French, headed by the princes of the blood 

of 
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()f France,' 309. grants a truce to France, 3 I o. 
invades it again, 312. is very fuccefsful there, 314. 
obtains the fucceffion, and immediate regency of 

. France, by the treaty of Troye, 3 I 5, marries the 
princefs Catherine of France, 316. his forces, com
manded by the duke of Clarence, are defeated at 
Bauge, 3 I 7. his army, commanded by the king in 
perfon, is very fuccefsful, 318. his death, and 
charaCl:er, 3'9· an account of his family, 3 zo. 
his revenues, 321. his civil adminiflration, 322. 

Henry VI. fucceffor of Henry V. a minor, the govern
ment during his minority; is fettled by the parlia
ment, ii. 323. he is crowned king of France, at 

·Paris, 344· his marriage with Margaret of Anjou 
is agreed on, 3 54· a parliament is furnmoned at 
Edmonds-bury, 3 55. the the"' Hate of king and 
kingdom, 360. the then ftate M the public revenues, 
363. he banifhes the duke of Suffolk, 366. the to
pics of the king's partizans, 368. the power of his 
adherents keeps the nation in fufpence, 370. the 
duke of York's firfl armament is diffipated, 372. 
Henry's expedition againfl France, repulfed, 373• 
he is divefled, by the parliament, of the exercife of 
his fovereign authority, ib. taken prifoner in a battle 
at St. Albans, 37 4· reinflated in his royal power by 
the houfe of peen, 37 5. a party of his partizans, 
commanded by the earl of Salifbury, defeat the 
Yorkifl:s under lord Audley, at Bloreheath, 376. 
made prifoner by the earl of Warwick, in a battle at 

·Northampton, 3 77. tl1e judgment of the houfe of 
peers, between him and the duke of Lancafl:er, 378. 

. an army is raifed for him in the north, by the queen, 
379· which defeats the duke of Lancafler's army, 
headed by the duke himfelf, 380. routs ihe Lanca
llrian army, headed by the earl of Warwic, 381. 
he is depofed, by the decree of a mixed multitude, 
aifembled in St. John's fields, 382. his army is 
routed at Touton, 387. he flies with his queen into 
Scotland, ib. his army is routed at Hex ham, 391. 
he is thrown into the Tower, 392. releafed by the 
earl of Warwic, and proclaimed king, 404, falls 
ag~in into the hands of his enemies, 407. and ex
pires in the Tower, 409. 

- VII. his acceffion, iii. '· his title to the 
throne, 2, 3· his prejudice againfl the houfe of 
York; 4· his joyful reception in London, 5· his 
coronation, embellifhed by the infl:itution of yeomen 
of the guards, then made, 6. fweating ficknefs then 
in London, ib. gets the crown entailed, by the par
liament, on h m, and the heirs of his body, 7· ob
rains of the pope, to confirm his title, 8. gets the 
duties of tunnage and poundage fetiled on him for 
life, 9· his marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, only 
daughter of the late king, and heirefs of the houfe of 
York, ro. his policy, with refpea to the clergy, ib. 
while he makes a progrefs to the north, an infurrec
tion is formed againft him, ib. which is foon quel
led, 11. difcontents arife, and why, ib. Simnel 
Lambert's infurreCtion is formed againfl: him, I z. 
w,hich firll breaks out in Ireland, 13. caufes the 
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queen dowager, mother of the Queen con fort, to be 
imprifoned, 14• the methods he ufed to convince 
the people, that Simnd was an impoftor, ib. I 5. his 
dominions in England, are invaded by the impofior 
Simnel, 16. whofe army he defeats at Stoke, ib. 
the rigours he praCl:ifed after the viftory, ib. 17. 
caufes the ceremony of the coronation of the queen 
confort, to be performed, 17. makes Simnel a 
fcullion, ib. makes a feven years truce with Scot
land, '9· offers his mediation between France, and 
the duke of Brittany, 23. his found politin, and 
folid judgment, difcovered in his conduct on that oc
cafion, 24. obtains a fupply from his parli1ment, 
under pretence of enabling him to affifl: the Britons, 
2 5. another infurreCl:ion is formed in the North, ib .. 
which is fuppreffed, z6. levies a few troops for 
Brittanny, ib. an account of the proceedings of 
this feeble fuccour, during their fhort fiay in Brit
tanny, 27. how he was blinded in relation to the 
affairs of Brittanny, 28. his mifconduft in this im
portant tranfaftion, how occafioned, 30. i!fues a 
commiffion for levying a benevolence, ib. his art
ful fpeech to his parliament, ib. 3 1. how regarded 
by men of penetration, 3 r. an invafion of France, 
32. and how he prepares the minds of his fubjeCl:s 
for reception of the news of a fecret treaty of peace, 
carried on between the two courts, in the midfl of 
thefe hoftile appearances, ib. the treaty of peace is 
declared, 33· how likely to continue, ib. ano her 
impoflor, of the name of Perkin Warbec, is fet up 
againft him, 34· who tries his fortune in Ireland, 
3 ~. and is credited abroad, and by many of the 
Englifh nobility, H• 36. Henry's prudent proce
dure in deteCling the impollure, 36, 37· punifhes the 
lower confpirators, 3 7, 3 8, his refentment againil: 
the arch-duke Philip on this account, how dif
played, 3 8. caufes lord Stanley to be convifted and 
beheaded, 38, 39. the effeCl: of this meafure on 
the nation, and on the confpirators, 39· an invafion 
of Kent, by the impollor, is fruitlefsly attempt.cd, 
40. a parliament fummoned, ib. an account of the 
wife laws then made, 40, .p. whereby the king's 
authority is fuliy efiablifhed in all his domir,ions, 41. 
complains to his parliament of the Scots irruption, 
and obtains a fubfidy, in order to enab'e him to aa 
againft them, 44· an infurrefrion in the welt, pa
tronifed by lord Audley, 41. its prog:refs to London, 
46. where it is difcomfited upon Blackheath, and 
the leaders punifhed with death, ib. 47 a 
Scots invafion, ib. truce with Scotland, 48. 
Perkin, the impoftor, invades Cornwal with his 
Englrfh fo:Jowers, 49· where he is favoured by an 
infurreCl:ion, ib. which is foon diffip:tted, and the 
impofi?r taken, 50. and ordered for ex.tcution, 51. 
the kmg alfo orders the· earl of W anne for execu~ 
tion, 52. has a perfonal interview with the arch
duke Philip, at Calais, ib. r.:ctivesa nuncio from 
the pope, concerning an expedi ion t~ the holy 
land, 53· marries the prince of Wales, to the in-
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ilnta Catherine of Arragon, 54• and the eldeft 
princefs, Margaret, his daughter, to James of Scot
land, ib. gives full [cope to his avarice and prac
tiCes the moll unjAl:ifiable oppreffions, ib. 55· le
vi~s a new benevolence, and purfues more oppreffive 
me;;\ures, s6. how dilturbed then, by the tranfac
tions in Spain, ib. 57. tht: reception he gave to the 
king of Cafli!e, by ftre!o of_ weather, drove into 
·weymouth, 0· extorts from him the delivery of 
the earl of Suffolk, a refugee in his dominions, 58, 
59· whom he imprifons in the Tower on his arrival, 
59· the departure of the king of Caftile, ib. the 
king's ficknefs, ib. his death, and character, ib. 
his laws, and the authority of the flar-chamber, con
i1dered, 6x to 6:;, inclufive. during this reign, a 
new pafiage is optned to the Eafl:-Indies, by difcovery 
of the Cape of Good-hope, 66. Newfoundland is 
alfo difcovered, ib. and the fhip, called Great 
Harry, or the firft lhip in the Englilh navy built, ib. 
Con H:wtinople was, during this reign, taken by the 
Turks, 67. and divers inventions were tben found 
out in Europe, whereby learning wa1 greatly advanc
ed, ib. an univerf1l joy at his death, 69. 

He7try VIII. \\< hile prince of Wales, compelled to a mar
riage contraCt with his elder brother's widow, the in
fanta Catharine, i. 54· his acceffion, on the 
death of his father, how acceptable to the n::.>.
tion, 6g. 70. his charaCter, and perfon, 70. the 
<:boice of his minifters, how prudently made, ib. 
the then chief competitors- for his favour, ib. caufes 
the oppreffive minifters of the former reign, Empfon 
and Dudley, to be tried, 71. and executed, 7 z. 
his marriage with the infanta Catharine celebrated, 
.72, 'l3· the then fituation of foreign affairs, 73 to 
79• indufive. makes war with France, 79· is dc
_ctived by his fatber-i!"l-!aw, ib. So. fends Dorlet 
with forces to his affiftance, 8o. who returns, 8 I. 
his fleet beats the French navy, ib. ·enabled by a 
poll-tax, impofed in parliament, to levy a great 
army. 82. receives prefents from the pope, brough( to 

the Thames in a velfel unc!er the papal banner, R3. en
ters into a war with ScotLnd, ib. is greatly influenced 
by Woli"ey, 85. and makes him his prime min:H:er, 
86. h:s fleet re ires from that of France, 87. in 
perfon, invades F, ance, 88. defeats the French 
army at Gmncgate, 89 his behaviour to the city of 
'Tournay, go. i.-, his abfence, his Englifh dominions 
are invaded by the Sects, 91. and his army headed 
by the -~~1rl of Surrv, rcuts the Scots at Floudtn, 92. 
pe"ce wi:h :;cotland enfues, 93• becomes fenfible of 
:th:: r,.!hnefs of his undertaking againft :France, ib. 
excl ims againl'c th: emperor -and Ferdinand of Spain, 
for d.::icrm 6 his alliance, 94· ma.kes peace with 
Fr<tnce, 9S gives his lifter Mary in marriage to the 
French king, :b. who, after his death, marries the 
duke pf Suffolk, 96 Henry's· adminiftration at 
home and "broad, 98, 99· encourages male-con
tents in ScJtland, Ioo. refufes the imperial crown, 
offered to be rdigned to him by _the emperor Maxi-
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milian, I 04. his friendfhip is courted by the French 
king, 105. he rell:ores Tournay to that prince, 106. 
is informed by Warlnm, and otherwife alfured of the 
difcontents of his people, at W ol(ey's adminiftration, 
1 o8. makes ineff.eCl:ual pretenfions to the imperial 
throne, now vacant by the death of the emperor 
Maximilian, 109. holds the ballance of power be
tween France and the new Emperor, 1 Io. agrees to 
an interview with the French king at Calais, ib. is 
vifited by the Emperor before his departure, 1 I I. 

the interview at Cala:s, between the kings of France 
and England, ib. the mutual confidence thefe 
princes then repofed in each other, 1 I 2, 1 I 3· 
Henry vifits the Emper-r, and engages him to pa(s 
fome days with him at Calais, 113. mediates be
tween the Emperor and the French king, 1 I 4• I I 5. 
concludes an alliance with the Emperor a-gainil; 
France, 1 Is. caufes the duke of Buckingham to be 
tried, condemned, and executed, ib. writes a book 
againft Luther, 1 20. and obtains the title of Defender if 
the Faith, to be conferred on him, I z I. is again vifited 
by the Emperor in England, I23· declares war a
gainft France, and fends the earl of Surry over to in· 
vade it, I 24. marches an army into Scotland, under 
Surry's command, 125. the progrefs of this war, 
1 z6, 127. the arbitrary methods he took to raife 
money, 127. ca1ls a. parliament, ib. from whom he 
obtains a fcar.ty fubfidy, 128, 129. his reafon for not 
attacking France at this time, 131. but foon after in
vades it, ib. concludes a treaty wi'h the Emperor 
againft France, I 34· em braces the alliance of France, 
I 37· how he then behaved to the Emperor, 138. ·fti
pulates from France a yearly penfion, ib. levies a tax 
without confent of parliament, 1 39· whereby the peo
ple are greatly difcontented, ib. infurreetions, 140. but 
the offenders are pardoned, and difcharged, ib. the 
effeCts of his abfolute authority, I 41. is invited to 
accede to a confederacy againft the Emperor, I 45. 
makes a league with France, and renounces all claim 
to that crown, 147• his herald, jointly with that of 
France, denounces war againfi the Emperor, 148. 
how replied to by the Emperor, ib. entertains fern
pies, collcerning the legali•y of his marriage with 
OEeen C,tharine, 150. which are fortified by Wol
fey, and other prelates, ib. and by a new paffion 
for Anne Boleyn, ib. applies to the pope for a di
vorce, I 52. receives a commiffion to \Volfey, and 
another prelate, to examin~ the validity of the king's 
marriage, and of the pope's difpenfation, 15 3• the 
king's divorce is oppoled by the Emperor, 1 54' 
follicits another commiffion from the pope, 15 5. 
which is in part complied with, ib. the king's pa
tience is greatly tried by the pope, and Campiggio, 
DOW joined with W oJfey On the COmmiffion, I 56. 
he prefents himfelf, together with the ~een, before· 
the commiffioners, I 57. the juftice he then did the 
~een, I 58. obtains of the legates to declare the 
~een contumacious, ·ib. the caufe is evoked to 
Rome, 1 59• the effects of this meafure on the king, 

ib, 
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ib. he refolves on Wolfey's ru:n, and orders him to 
depart from York palace, t6o. feizes his rich fur
niture, ib. orders him to be indicted in the fhr
char,lber, 161. the articles of the charge, t6;, 16z. 
caufes fentence to be pronounced againft him, on the 
fl:atute of provifcrs; t6z. but afterwards pardons 
him, and reftores him part of his furniture, ib. ob
tains of the parliament, a difcharge of debts contraCt
ed fince the beginniBg of his reign, I64. and is 
pleafed with the difpofition now appearing in his par
liament, to reduce the power and privileges of the 
ecclefiaftics, ib_. is ag.t.:ted with anxieties, and 
tempted to break off all connexion with Rome, rf5. 
is delighted with Cranmer's prorofal, 1' 6. and 
employs agents to collet1 the judgments of all the 
univerfities in Euro.pe, ib. obtains of the convoca
tion, and all the univcrlities, to pronounce his m·tr
riage invalid, 168. orders Wolfey to be arre_ll:ed, 
and condutted to London, in order to be tried for 
high-treafon, I 69. but regrets his death, and fpenks 
well of his memory, 17c:J. fummons a parliament 
and convocation, ib. orders a bill to be drawn, to 
moderate the abufes of deeds in truft, I 71. is cited 
to appear at Rome, 17 3· at an in:erview with the 
French king, advifes him to break off all connexion 
with Rome, ib. and privately celebrates his 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, ib.. proceed~ by gra
dual fteps, jointly with his parliament, to loofen the 
connettions with the fee of Rome, 17-J.· and pub
lickly owns his marrhge, ib. obtains of archbiihop 
Cranmer, to annul his morriage with the iManta Ca
tharine, and to ratify that celebrated with Anne 
Boleyn, 175. and caufes Anne Boleyn to be crown
ed, 1b. enrages· the conclave of Rome by thefe 
fl:eps, 176. ihakes off all revererce for the apofto-
lic fee, ib. and i .. excommunica~ed at Rome, 177. 
obtains of his padiament, to enact laws ddl:rutl:ive 
of the pope's authority, I 78. and to confirm his mar
.riage with Anne Bo'eyn, 179· and iO declare him 
fupreme head, on earth, of the Church of England, 
I8o. a rebellion arift> in Irtlancl, 181. which is 
foon fuppreiled, ib. t:i: s in vain to gain the Scots 
king to his interefr, 182. the charaCter of his mini
fl:ers, 18 5. is enab:ed, by the court!hi-p paid him,. 
bo:h by cathol Co 1nd protell:ants, to aifume an un
meafurable aucl,vrit_v, 186. how he treated prote
fianto and m01·ks. 129. how idl:igated to take ven
geance on mor:l~s, 191. f!.lpprtifes fome mon:.fter.ies, 
ib. perfecutes oi-'ponents, and caufes them to be 
conce~rned to the fhmes, 192, I93· \vhereby he 
incenfes tne conclave to fuch a degree, th«t they ex
commun.r<tte him, 193· mak~s it the "object of his 
pol1cy, to incan::citate the Emperor to wreak his re~ 
fentment on him, '9+· and invites ovn German 
divines, ib. the ~een Catharine dies, 195· and 
the Emperor tries w detach him from the 'lhance of 
France, ib .. is indifferent about the Emperor's ad
vances, I 96. but fomewhat difguieted about Scot• 
land, ib. reafons why his domeftic peace feems to 
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be endangered by innovations in religion, 197• ap
points Cromwell vic2r-genera!, 198. terrifie> fome 
monafl:eries to (urrender their chaners into the king's 
hands, 199· caules the P'lrliament ro fupprels others~. 
ib. zco. caufes a new trad1ati·on of the bible to be 
mac.le, zoo, 201. the difp 1tes that thereon arife,. 
201, 'zoz. is difgufted w.th !1is ~een, Anne Bo
leyn, 202. determines to facr lice her, on account 
of his paffion for Jane Seymour, 203. the firft ap
pea1·ance of his jealoufy, 204. he receives a letter 
from the ~een, 205~ which has no influence on his 
unrelen,ing mind, 2o6. caufes het to be tried and 
condefl'ned to death. 207. and executPd, 208. 
his regard for his two children, the princeifes Mary and 
Elizabeth, 209. his fpe<'Ch to his next parliament.-. 
how received, ib. gains a new acceffion of power 
to the crown, 210. is encouraged by the convoca
tion, to break with Rome, 21 1. correCts the articles 
of religion, framed by the convocation, 213. dif
contents arife among the people, 2 I 4-· which break. 
ouc in an infurretl;ion, 21 5. fends an army againfl: 
the rebels under the duke ofNorfolk, 216. forwards 
their difperfion, by prom;fing a general pardon, 217. 

but keeps his army on foot, ib. another infurretl:ion 
fuppreffed, of which fame are puniihed, and the refr 
pardoned, ib. 2.18. a prince is born to him, and his 
~een dies, 218. fends an ernbaify into Germany.., 
in order to cement an union among German princes, 
21 9· fuppreifes the greater monafl:eries, 219, 220. 
difcovers impoftures there, 221, zzz. the number 
of monafteries, colleges, and hofpitals, fuppreifed. 
222. the topics then infiffed on to quiet the popu
lace, 223. how reprefented in the pope's bull a-
gaidl: him, now publifhed, 224. is er.raged at car
tlinal Pole, but diifembles his anger,. 225. declines 
the general council fummoned by the pope to meet at 
Mantua, 226. his notion of herefy, 227. difputea· 
with Lambert in. Weftminfter-hall, 22.8. condemns 
him to the flames, 229. authorifes other cruelties of· 
the like nature, 230. and calls a parliament, ib. in 
which the fix articles are eftabliihed, ib. 2 3 r. his 
behaviour to Cranmer, and other bifhops, in con(e~ 
q uence of this law, z 3 I. obtains of the parliament,. 
to equalize proclamations to laws, 232. his violent" 
hatred cf cardinal Pole, and his relations, Z33· gets 
tbe furrenders of monafiries confirmed in Farliar.:ent. 
ib. z 34 his matrimonial projects, after the death 
of Jane Seymour, 235· marries Anne of Cleves; 
and dii1ikes her, 2 36. induced, by political views, 
to confummate his marria:o.e with Anne of' Cleves, 
2 3 7. com plains to the patli'ament, of the diverfity of 
rdigions, ib. an account of the only religious order 
now in England, z 38. his deceitful benaviour to 
Anne of Cleves, and Cromwell, 238, 239. caufes· 
Cromwell to be arrefted at the council board, and 
committed to the Tower, Z39· and executed, z.q.o. 
divorces Anne of Cleves, ib. 24I. marries Catha
rine Howard, 242. caufes the countefs of Salifbury 
to be fummarily beheaded, without a previous trial,. 

Z4J•· 
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Z41· fuppreffes an inconfiderable infurrecFon in 
Yorklhire, ib. defires an interview with his nephew 
the Scots king, at York, 245. difcovers the ~eea's 
lewdnefs, 246. caufes her to be attainted in parlia
m~nt, 247. and beheaded, 248. obtains extraor
dinary laws to be pall:, concerning religion, 249· 
caufes books to be publilhed, recommending to the 
people, his fyil:em of re!,gion, 250. clears the 
_churches of plays and interludes, 251. enters into a 
war with Scotland, 2 sz. the progrefs of tl\is war, 
253. routs the Scots army at Solway, 254. projtCts 

-the fcheme of uniting England and Scotland, by mar
Tying the prince of Wales to the young Q!een of Scot
land, 255. and fends home the Scots priloners without 
ranfom, ib. makes a treaty with Scotland, 256. 
is difpleafed with the behaviour of the Scots, 2 57. 
forms an offenfive league with the Emperor agairil: 
France, 258. obtains of his parliament to grant him 
fupplies, and gratify his humour in religious affairs, 
Z59· the fuccefs of a campaign agamll France, 26o. 
how far his interefts are concerned in Scot' alfairs, 
26 I. obtains of hi, parliament fuch laws as he 
pleafes to diCl:ate, 262, 263. fends a fleet and army 
to invade Scotland, 264. the fuccefs of another 
campaign in France, 265, 266. of one in Scotland, 
267. obtains of his parliament more fubfidies, and 
more laws fuitable to his humour and their proil:itute 
fpirit, 269. his fpeech on diflolving them; ib. 270. 
makes peace with Scotland and France, 270. his 
domeil:ic adminiftration, 271. perfecutes all who dif
fer from him, 272, the peril the Q!een then fell 
into, and how lhe efcaped it, 273. 274· his tyran
nical temper burfts out againft the duke of Norfolk, 
Z75· caufes Surry to be tried, and executed, 276. 
obtains an attainder againft the duke of Norfolk, 
276, zn. who efcapes by the king's death, 277· 
the circumftances attending his death, 278. his cha
racter, ib. 279· the number of his parliaments, 
z8o. his wife Jaws, ib. 281. his commercial poli
cy, 28 3· the encouragement he gave to letters and 
learned men, 286. protected cardinal Beaton's mur
derers, 299· 

Henry, fon of Adila, daughter of William the Con
queror, his hiftory, i. 248. aids his brother to 
mount the Englifh throne, 249. in quality of le
gate, affembles a fynod at Weftminfter, 253· ac
cufes his brother to the fynod, ib. agrees with the 
emprefs Matilda, 25 5. his fpeech at her coronation, 
256. fecretly infl:igates the Londoners to revolt, 
257· befieges Matilda in Winchefter, 258- is de
prived of his legatine commiffion, by pope Eugenius 
III. ib. pronounces fentence againft Becket in a 
fynod, 281. 

- eldeft fon of Henry II. is affianced to Marga
ret, princefs of France, i. 267. married to her, 
269. crowned in his father's life-time, without the 
princefs, 29I. ag~n crowned with her, 306. his 
charaCl:er, ib. his dilloyalty to his father, 307. 
how fupported in his undutiful :behaviour, 308. joins 
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the French king in Normandy, 314. accommodates 
his differences with his father, 3 I 5. renews his un
dut,fulbehaviour, 3I9· dies, 320. 

- II. of France, fucceeds to the French crown, 
iii. 296. his charaCl:er, ib determines to affifl: Scot
land, ib. attempts to recover Boulogne, 323. makes 
peace with Eng'and, 330, 413. and with the Em
peror, 414• caufes his fon and daughter in-law to 
alfume the arms of England, 415. is killed in a 
tournament, ib. Ste ·France. 

- III, makes war with the Hugonots, IV. 648. 
is forced to fly from Paris, ib. See France. 

--- Prince, fon of James I. dies, v. 43· his cha
raB:er, ib. 

Hereford, a nobleman of Eafl Anglia, fhelters himfelf 
and followers in the ille of Ely, i. I 77· faves him
felf there, when other infurgents yield, 178. pro
teCts earl Morcar there, 1 8 5. is reftored to William 
the Conqueror's favour, ib. 

----, Earl, heads the Norman barons in a con
fpiracy againft William the Conqueror, i. 187. his 
punifhment, 189. 

----.Duke, accufes the duke of Norfolk in the 
parliament, and accepts a challenge from him to a 
fingle combat, ii. z64. is banifhed for ten years, 
26s. becomes duke of Lancafter by the death of his 
father, z66. embarks for l!.ngland in order to re
cover this great fuccel1ion, unjuftly feized by Ri
chard II. 267. becomes mafrer of the kingdom du
ring Richard's abfence in Ireland, ib. makes 
himfelf mafter of the King's perfon after his return, 
268. extorts a refignation from him, 269. obtains 
of the parliament to depofe him, 27 z. is placed on 
the throne, 273· See Henry IV. of England. 

Hereticks, and Herejj, obfrinate, firfl: punifhed in England 
by burning to d~ath, i. 285. an extrao,dinary com
miffion granted to extirpate them, by Q!een Mary, 
iii. 381. a more expeditious and fummary method 
than by inquifition approinted for fuppreffing them, 
38z. how dettrmined in ~een Elizabeth's reign, 
iv. 409. 

Berries, Lord, fent by Q!een Mary with a fubmiffion 
of her caufe to Q!een Elizabeth, iv. 490. her 
fluCl:uating condua on that occafion, 491. is ap. 
pointed by ~een Mary to be one of her cornmiili
oners to confer with thofe of Q!een Elizabeth about 
her conduCt, 492. refufes to anfwer Murray':; charge 
againft her, 496. 

Hertford, Marquis of, his charaCter and defcent, v. 
334· named a general, and alTembles forces for the 
Kmg, ib. grants a commi!llon to Hopton, 343· 
is fent with prince Maurice into the Welt, 344· fighrs 
Waller at Roundwaydown, 345· is haraffed by Wal
ler, and relieved by Wilmot, one of the King's ge
nerals, ib. 

Heptarchy commenced, i. 1 3• 
kingdoms that compofed it, 

Hexham, ba~tle of, ii. 39 J. 

ended in the union of the 
42• 

lJ;iford, 
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JJicjord, fecretary to the duke of Norfolk, put under 
arreft, iv. 5 37. difcovers his mafier's confpiracy 
againfi the Q£een, ib. 53 8. 

High Comm:flion, court of. See Commiflion ecclejiajJi.cal. 
Hierarchy canons and liturgy. See EfifiopaCJ and Epif

copal habit!. 
Hobhes, his charatler, vi I 27. 
Hofland, a province in the Low Countries, with other 

towns and provinces, is forced to revolt from the 
Spaniards by the tyranny of the duke of Alva, iv .. 
548. an union of them is formed, 549· 

Eo/lis, forcibly holds the fpeaker in the chair till are
rnonftrance is read, v. 187. his fentence in the 
King's Bench, ib. his behaviour in prifon, I 88. his 
charaCler, 252. his temper, 372. 

Hofmhy, King Charles I. brought there, v. 415. there feized 
by Joyce, 420. and carried to the head qua1ters, ib. 

Home/den, Battle of, ii. 287. 
Homilies, twelve, compofed in order to be read to the 

people, iii. 294· objeClions to them, 295-. 
Honorius, Pope, his avarice, ii. 18. 
Hooper, Bifhop of Glocefter, burnt for herefy in his 

diocefe in Qyeen Mary's time, iii. 377· refufes the 
Q£een's pardon, 378. his conftancy under his fuf
ferings, ib. 

- another, refufes to be confecrated in the epif
copal habit, iv. sos, so6. 

Hope Good, Cape of, or the Cape_ of Good Hope, found 
out, iii. 66. 

Hopton, Sir Ralph, produces his- commiffion from the 
earl of Hertford, v. 343· in Cornwal levies forces 
for the King, ib. commands a divi:fion of the army 
at the battle of Stratton, 3-14· affembles an army for 
the King, 368. is defeated by Waller, ib. 

Horn Caji/c, battle of, v. 3 50. 
Ho•fa and Hengifl:, See Hcngiji and Horfa. 
Hotham, Sir John, his fpeech in Strafford's cafe,. v. 

247· is declared a traitor, 325· at the head of the 
garrifon of Hull makes a progrefs into the fouthern 
parts of York £hire, 342. enters into a correfpondence 
with the King's party, 356. depofed from his govern· 
ment of Hull, ib. 

Hov;ard, Lady Catherine, becomes the object of Hen
ry VIII. 's affeClion, iii. 2 39· is married to him, 
242. her incontinency difcovered, 246. confefies 
her guilt, Z47· is attainted of high treafon by the 
parliament, ib, executed on Tower-hill, 248. 

Hubha, a Danifh conqueror, his image how ufed by the 
Danes, i. 57· 

Hubert, archbiihop of Canterbury, high jufticiary,. fum
marily punifh~s Longbe:rd, a lawyer, i. 3'55· ailifts 
John to mocwt the Eng:ifh throne, 357· dies, 358. 

D 

- de Burgh, with the bilhop of Winchefter, joint 
juil:iciary, is aifociared alfo with him in the govern
ment, ii. 7· obtains of the Pope. to declare Hen
ry It I. of full age, 9· his charaB:tr and admi
mftration, I 2. h1s depofition, 13. 

- other.w.ife French, executed for the murder of 
lord Darnly, iv. 49.7· accufes ~een Mary as ac
ceJiary to it, ib, 

Hudihrafi, his character, vi. ,gz. 
Hugh, earl, a Norman, his treachery, i. roo. 
Hugonots in France, a league is formed to extirpate them;,. 

i v. 529· they take arms and oppofe the Catholics,. 
ib. and oblige the court to an accommodation, ib. 
are defeated at Jarnac, 5 30. fecretly affifted by 
~een Elizabeth, ib. defeated atMoncontour, 531. 
rally and force the King to a new accommodation, 
ib. are lulled into a ftate of fecurity by the Frenck· 
King, 541. barbaroully maffacred all over:the k;ing
dom, s 42. the reft fly to proteftant countries and 
demand affiftance, 5 45. are affifted by many prote
ftant princes of Germany, ib. a new peace is made 
with them by the French King, 546, 547· perfe
cuted in the Low Countries, 548. folicit affiftance" 
from Q£een Etizabeth, s 50. are relieved by acci~ 
dent, 551. war is declared againft them by the King 
of France, 648. they form a confederacy with' the 
King of Navarre; 649· a fleet and army are fent 
from England to their affillance, v. I s8.. which are 
defeated at the ifle of Rhee, 1 5'9• and Rochelle is
befieged, ib. another is fent to relieve that town •. 
176. but returns without efFecting it, I 76, 1·77. 
a greater prepared for its relief, I 77. in. fight of 
wh1ch it furrenders, 179· 

Hume, Lord, the chief caufe of the duke of Albany be
ing created regent of Scotland, iii. 99· is ungrate-· 
fully treated and put to death by the duke, 100, his 
death revenged, ib. 

- Lord, joins in a confederacy againft Queen 
Mary and Bothwell, iv. 482. is the firft that raife~ 
forces againft.her, ib. 

Hunter, his extraordinary love for his father, iii. 379• 
is burnt for a heretic, ib. 

Huntington, Earl, is created duke of Exeter, ii. 263. 
degraded from his d•ical title, 274· confpires againft· 
Henry IV. 283. is put to death, 284. 

Hyde, Sir Thomas, hii character and behaviour in par-
liament, v. 252. is created earl of Clarendon. s~ 
Clarendon, earl. 

- created earl of Rochefter, vi. 34-8. 

JAM A" I C A conquered, vi. 48; 
'James I. of England, his acceffion, v. z. makes 

a tre~ty with France and Holland, 5. difcovers 
Raleigh's confpiracy, 6. caufes a conference to be 
held at Hampton Court, 9· calls a: parliament, ib, 
by proclamation forbids our-laws to be chofen, 1 z. 
in like manner annuls monopolies and wardlhips, 16. 
promotes an un1on of England and Scotland, I 7. 
prorogues the parhament, 18. calls it to :fit, 23. 
difcovers the gunpowder plot, ib. prorogues it fur
ther, 2 5· aifembles the parliament, 27. aJTumes 
the ftile and title of King of Great Britain, 28. pro. 
rogues the parliament further, 29. convenes it, 31. 
quarrels with it, ib.. marries the prin.cefs Elizabeth 
. ro 
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to the EleCtor Palatine of the Rhine, 43· refl:ores 
Elfex to his blood, 45· creates Suffolk and Nonh
. ampton e.arls, ib. diifolves the parliament, 50. 
a fpecimen of his difcourfe at table, 51. gives up to 
the Dutch the Cautionary Towns, 54· vi fits Scot
land, ~ 5• his propofaJ.s there, 59· returns difap
pointed, 6o. releafes Sir Walter Raleigh from the 
Tower, 62. fends him on an expedition, 63. figns 
a warrant for his execution, 65. his notiom about 
his fon's marriage, 68. his opinion of his [on-in
law's affairs, 70. negotiates with Spain about 
marriage and the recovery of the Palatinate, 7 r. de
mands loans, 72. calls a parliament, ib. prorogues 
it, 78. imprifons two commoners, ib. tears a pro
teftation out of the journal of the houfe, 81. he dif
folves his parliament in anger, 82. imprifons the 
leading members, ib. the regard paid to him by fo
reign courts, 85. expetls recovery of the Palatinate 
by negotiations with Spain, 86. makes ldrge con
cefiions in favour of Catholics, 87. and fecretly 
employs an agent with the Pope of Rome, ib. dif
charges popifh recufants imprifoned, ib. confents to 
the prince's journey to Spain, 90. obtains a difpen
fation, and on what terms, for his [on's marriage with 
the Infanta, 93· breaks olf the treaty with Spain, 
95. calls a parliament, 96. orders Buckingham to 
give an account of the marriage treaty to parliament, 
98. confents that fub:lidies fhall be paid in to, and 
difpofed of by a committee of parliament, 98. to 
an aB: againft monopolies, ib. makes an alliance 
with Holland againft Spain, 103. treats with France 
about marriage, ib. grants to France the fame con
ditions as were agreed on with Spain, 104. fends an 
army under count Mansfield for the recovery of the 
P.alatinate, 10~. dies, 106. his charaB:er, ib. his 
charaB:er as an author, 1 32· 

'James ll. of England. See York, D.ukt: of. 
eldeft fon of James II. born, vi. 41 1, fent 

with his mother to France, 429. 
- I. of Scotland. See Scotland, 
- II. of Scotland. See Scotland. 
- III. of Scotland. Sec Scotland. 
- IV. of Scotland countenances Perkin Warbeck, 

iii. 4-3· makes an inroad intoEPgland, 44· makes 
a truce with England, 48. marries Margaret, eldeft 
:lifter of Henry VIII. 54· takes pan with France 
a2;ainft England, 83. ravages it with a great army, 
91. is defeatc;;d by the Englifh, 92. his fate uncer
tain, ib. 93· See alfo Scotlmd. 

- V. takes the government upon him, iii. 1 8z. 
mortifies the Douglaifes, ib. aids France, and mar
ries one of their princelfes, 197· is diifuaded from 
meeting the King of England at York, 245, 246. 
fends excu fes to that prince, 246. and endeavours 
in vain to appeafe him, zsz~ prepares for war, and 
get> the better of the Englilh in a fk.irmilh, 2 53. his 
nobility refufe to follow him into England, ib. his 
forces are defeated at Solway, 254· his affiiB:ed 
ilate, ib. death and character, ib. See alfo Scotlaud. 

James VT. his birth and baptifm, iv. 4C9. the crown 
rcfigned to him by his mother, ~een Mary, 486 • 
his coronation, ib. takes the government into his 
hands at eleven }Cars of age, 558. his f<mi!iarity 
with Lenox, 5 59· comes under Gourie's power, 
570. his behaviour to the Engiilh aud French am~ 
baifadors under thefe circumftances, ~7'· efcapes 
from his keepers, 574· his correfpondence with 
~een Elizabeth on that fubject, 57 5. calls a par
liament, ib. makes a treaty with OEeen Elizabeth, 
591. interpofes \\ith her in behalf of his mother, 
now under fentence of death, 61 3• th1s interpofition 
how received, 6 I 4· his behaviour on hearing of 
his mother's death, 6z5. marries a princefs of Den
mark, 646. brings the O!:!een to Scotland, 64-, 
three catholic lords confpire againll: him, 659· his 
inability to punifh them, how accounted for, 66o. 
the care he took to enfure his fucceffion to the Eng
lilh throne, 694· entertains a correfpondence with 
the earl of Elftx, 695. fends ambaifador; into Eng
land, and with what view, 70 r. enters into a cor
refpondence with fecretary Cecil, 702. is verbally 
declared by OEeen Elizabe~h her fucceifor, 714. his 
acceffion to the Englilh throne, and hereditary right 
thereto, v. 1. See James I. of England. 

- Prince of Scotland, eldeft fun of David, is 
made a prifoner by the King of England, Henry IV. 
ii. 291. he become~ King of Scotland by the death 
of his father, 29i. inelfectually fends orders to his 
general in France to leave the partizans of the Orleans 
party, 317. he is reftored to his liberty, 327· mur
<lered, rb. 

]arnac, battle of, iv. 530. 
]aque!ine, Countefs, heirefs of Hofland, her character, 

ii. 329. is difgufted wjth her hufband, the duke of 
Brabant, ib. enters·into a marriage contra.Cl: with 
the duke of Glouceiter, 330. the unfortunate event 
of that meafure, 33 t. 

lceni,. their ~een, Boadicea, takes arms againft the Ro
mans, i. 6. is conquered, ib. 

Ida, a Saxon prince, conquers Northumberland and 
other places, i. 1 8. 

Jefferies, Judge, his cruelties, vi. 385. is appointed 
chancellor, 390. declines in the royal favour, 405. 
is deil:royed by a mob, 430. 

Jerom of Prague burnt for hirefy by the council of 
Conftance, ii. 320. 

JervJalem, a kingdom erected in favour of Godfrey 
of Boulogne, ii. 222. it is fubdued by the Turks, 
322. great difputes arife about the title of this no
minal kingdom, 340. 

Jejuits, an account of their principles and connexion 
with the court of ·Rome, iv. 563. fome of them ex
ecuted, 564. a fevere law enacted againll: them in 
England, 577• their zeal againft Q!een Eliza
beth, 594· tried in the court of King's Bench, v. 
1 54-· -five, their trials·, vi. 306. 

Je'l.w, their character, i. 33 2. a maffacre of them, 
ib. 
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ib. 3 33· how tyrranized over, 420. another maf
facre of them, ii. 38. how exaCted on, s6. grie
voufly oppreffed by Edward I. 63. 

lma;,e worfhip, when and how introduced into Britain, 
i. 43· 

Imprifinments, arbitrary, condemned by the ho·,fe of 
commons, v. 164. prevented for the future L / the 
petition of right. See Petition of right.----of 
members of the houfe ef commons, 187. of ditca, 
237· 

Ina, a Saxon prince, his wife laws, i. 15 ~. 
Inclo/ures, mifchief of, iii. 285, 320. infurreetions on 

account of them, 321. endeavours to redrefs the 
grievances complained of as occafioned by them, 
ib. 

Indemnity, general, granted in England, vi. 131. in 
Scotland, 188. renewed in Scotland, 310. 

Independents, their rife and charaCter, v. 37 4· their 
leaders, 376. they exult in the triumph of the army 
over the parliament, 429. their power in the houfe 
of commons, 438 their fiate at the commence
ment of the commonwealth, vi. z. they fubdue the 
parliament, 45· 

---- preachers, their behaviour antecedent to the 
new model, v. 378. their behaviour at the time 
of the King's trial, 455· 

Indies, Eafi and Weft, difcovered, iii. 65, 66. 
Indulgence publilhed, vi. 154· remonib·-.ted againfi, 

J s6. its effects, ib. extended to nonconformifts of 
all kinds, 211. recalled, 229. adopted in Scot
land, 266. renewed in England, 400. ordered to 
be read in churches, 407. 

Indulgences, Papal, the fale of them brings great profit 
to the Pope, iii. 1 19. abufes committed by thofe 
entru!led to fell them, ib. 120. 

Innocent nr. Pontiff of Rome, in V'>in .orders the French 
K;ng to fiop the progrefs of his arms againft King 
John, i. 364. but obtai.1s a truce for him, 367. the 
Pope's politic condu61: on thio occafion confidered, ib. 
caufes cardinal Langton to be chofen archbirnop of 
Ca~terbury, 370. his finefi'e on that occafion, ib. 
after fome fruitlefs mem1ges to King John, lays the 
kingdom under an interdict, 3 71. the effeCts of the 
interdict, 37 z. the Pope's b~haviour to the Empe
ror Otho, 374· excommunicates· King John, ib, of
fers to 'the French King the kingdom of England, 
376. receives, by his legate, John's fubmiffion, 
377· and homage for his kingdom, 378. con
demns the great charter, and excommunicates the ba~ 
rons, 391. fufpends Langton, archbifhop of Canter
bury, 392. 

- IV. Pontiff of Rome, his avaricious adminiftra
tion, ii. 1 9· carried to an exceffive degree, 20. 
offers the Sicilian crown to Henry Ill. ib. his grants 
to that prince, 21. abfolves Henry III. and the 
Englifh nation ·from the oath to obferve the pro. 
vifions of Oxfordt 34· and annuls the acts of a na
tional council, Jb. dit'p2tches his legate to England, 
w;th orders to excommLmicate the rebel barons, 46. 

VoL. vr. 

E X. 

lnfurreEiions, i. 6r, 6z., 70, 71, 74• 7!5. of Engliib, 
who mafi'ayre Danes, 100. of earl Godwin againlt 
Edward the Confefi'or, 117. fuppreifed, I 18. of 
Kentifhmen againfl: William the Conqueror, 171, 
172. at Exeter, againft the Conqueror, 173· in 
the North, 174. in Devon/hire, 176. in various 
part$ of England, 177. of Norman barons, 1 89. 
in Brittany againi1 Henry H. 31 o. of barom againft 
John, 385. compromifed by the grant of the Great 
Charter, 386. of barons againft the miniftry of 
Henry III. ii. 13, oo14. of the earl of Leicefl:er 
and his afi'ociates ag;u 1D: Henry III. z6, to 50. of 
William Wallace in Sv}_::md, 108, to u6. of 
Robert Bruce in Scotland, .1. 17, to 126. aga.inft Ed
ward u.- 144· to q6. of difbanded foldiers in 
France, 224. of Caflilians againft Peter of Caftile, 
225, 226. of the common people, headed by Tyler 
and Straw, 246, 247, 248. of lords againLl: the 
miniftry, 253, 254. a general infurrection againft 
Richard II. 267, 268. of earls againft Henry IV. 
283, 284. of Welch againft the fame prince, 286. 
of Northumberland, 287, to 291. againft Henry 
VI. 366, 367. of the duke of York againfl: the 
fame prince, 372. of Yorkifts again!l: him, 374• 
376, 377• 379• ~So, 381. of Henry VI. agamft 
Edward IV. 388, 389.. of the ~een of Henry 
VI. againft Edward IV. 390, 391. in Yorklhire 
againft Edward IV. 396, 397· in Lincolnfhire 
againft the fame monarch, 399· of Warwick and 
Clarence, 402, 403. of Edward IV. :1gainft Hen
ry VI. reftored, 406, to 409. of the earl of Rich
mond againft Richard IJI. 437, 438. in Ireland 
againfl: Henry VH. iii. q, 14. ofLambert Simnel, 
16, 17. in the North againft Henry Vli. 25, 26, 
in the Weft againft the fame prince, 45• to 47, in
clufive. of reformers againi1 the Romifh church in 
G~rmany, 120. begun againft Henry VIII. but 
foon fuppreffed, 140. in Lincolnfhi,e againft Hen
ry VIII. on account of religion, 215. :r> the North 
on the fame account, ib. 2 16, 217. in v;.: :o•ts parts 
aga:nft Edward VI. 321, t') 323. of lady Jane 
Gray againft OEeen Mary, 34-8, to 351. Wiat's 
infurreCtion againfr OEeen Mary, 362, 363. in Scot
land, by the leaders of the reformers againft the 
~een regent, iv. 420, to 427. againft the ~een 
of Scots, and Bothwell, her hufband, 482, 48 3. 
a;a:nft Q:!.een Elizabeth, 51 3• 514· of Flemings, 
in the Low Countries, again£!: the duke of Alva, 
548, 549· of the Iri!h in Ireland, againft Q:!_een 
Elizabeth, 68o, to 688, 704, to 706. Efi'ex's in
furrection againft that princefs, 696, 697, 698. 
of Reynolds againft James I. v. 27. quelled, 28. 
in Bohemia, 69. of Papifts in Ireland, 287. notice 
of it received, 294. the care of fuppreffing it com
mitted to the houfe of commons, 297. money levi
ed, and men enlifted for that fervice, ib. men im
prefi'ed for that· purpofe, 317. a <.efTa cion of arms 
between King_ Charles I. and the lrifh infurgents, 
362. they are f1.1bdLJed by Ireton, vi. 35· of ~.cots 

g againft 
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againll: King Charles I. 225. a pacification propofed, 
227. hoftile meafures renewed, 2 30. the King's 
army is routed, 240. advances agaiit againft the 
Scots, 24I. a treaty is fet up at Rippon, ib. the 
King obliges himfelf to pay them, 242. their ar
rears are difcharged by the houfe of commons, 2 8 1. 

and the infurgents return home, 282. arm againft 
the Kir.g, 360. receive him at Newark, 410. re
folve to deliver him to the Englifh parliamen', 414• 
are paid their arrears, ib. retire home, 4I6. in 
an infurretlion againft the parliament of England, 
enter England under Hamilton, 446. are difcom
:fited, ib. of Millenarians. See Mil/enarians
of royalifts. See Royalijls. of levellers, vi. 9• 
fuppreffed, I o. of difbanded foldiers in Ireland, vi. 
309. of Monmouth in England, 380. quelled, 
382. of Argyle in Scotland, 387. an univerfal in
furreCl:ion againft James II. 427. 

lntert:Jf of money, how high in the reign of Henry III. 
ii. 56. fettled at ten per cent. in the reign of Henry 
VIII. iii. z86. 

lnquifition, eftablifhed in England by Q2een Mary, 111. 

38 1. exceeds in feverity, thofe in other places, 
382. 

ln<verlochy, battle of, v. 394· 
ln'Uernefs, battle of'" v. 395· 
Joan d'Arcos. See Orleans, maid of. 
John, fourth fon of Henry II. his father's kindnefs to 

him, i. 306. his tranfaCl:ions in Ireland, 3 1 9· his 
father's grief, on feeing his name among thofe of the 
rebels, 325· marries Avifa, daughter of the earl of 
Glocefl:er, 331. his brother, king Richard I. his 
extraordinary kindnefs to him, 332. fummons a 
council of nobles during his brother's abfence in the 
holy land, 342. is diffuaded by O!!een Eleanor, 
from lifl:ening to the French king's advice, ib. is 
corrupted by the French king, 347. on the king's 
return, his poffeflions in England are forfeited, 3 so. 
his behaviour at Evreux, 351. his pardon, ib. fuc
ceeds his brother on the Englifh throne, g6. fup
prefies the revolt in favour of his. nephew, 357· 
makes a treaty of peace with the French king, 3 58. 
gets his nepht:w into his own hands, ib. hi> fecond 
marriage occafions commotiom, 359· his weak and 
faith!efs condutl:, 360. makes his nephew a prifo
ner, 361. rnurde;s him, 36z. his fiefs in France 
forfeited, ib.. his army is defeated in France, 363. 
hi.s i1upidity and inc~olence, 364. plans his flight . 
from France, 365: his behaviour in England, on 
his arrival, 366. :,y the pope's mediatio~, obtains a 
truce, 367. influence> the canons of Chrift's church 
Canterbury, to chufe John de Gray, bifhop of Nor
wich, archbilhop of Canterbmy, 368. difpatches 
twelve monks to fupport the election at Rome, 369, 
the fuccefs of this embaffy, 370· his kingdom is 
laid under an interdict, 371. his behaviour on that 
()Ccafion, 37 z. his behaviour to his barons at that 
time, 373· is excommunicated, 374· the efFects of 
th:s fentence, 375• his fubjtcb are abfulved from 

E X. 
their oath of allegiance, ib. The French king pre
pares to feize his kingdom, as being granted to him 
by the pope, 376. he promifes an ab!olute fubmif. 
fion to the pope, 3 i7. refigns his kingdom to God, 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, and to Pope Innocent and 
his fucceffors, ib. does homage to Pandolf, the: 
pope's legate, for his dominions, 378. his fleet de
flroys all the French !hips in their harbours, 379• 
his meeting with Langton and the exiled prelate,,. 
380. his tranfaCl:ions in France, immediately fubfe
quent to this affair, 3 8 I. difcontents are encour
aged, by Langton, among the baron·s, 38z. his an
fwer to the barons, in a body, demanding a renewal 
of Henry I's charter, 3 8z. his kindnefs to the cler
gy at that time accounted for, ib. the pope's an
fwer to the joint application of king and barons, 
385'. hollilities between the king and barons, 3&6. 
the great charter is granted, ib,., war is renewed 
with great fuccefs on the king's part, 39:z.. the ba
rons obtain affiftance from, the French king, 393• 
the misfortunes that befel him in his further contefl:s 
with his fubjetts~ 394· his death and charaCl:er, 
395· an account of his children, 396. 

John, Don of Auftria, appointed governor of the: 
Netherlands, iv. 551. is forced to agree to terma 
of peace with the proteftants, ib. foon breaks the 
agreement, 5'5 2. his ambitious and extenfive. 
views, ib, is cut off by poifon, 55 3· 
~ king of France. See France. 
Yohnfon, an author, his charaCter, v. 15\Y. 
Yofeph, Michael, heads an infurreCl:ion in the weft, iii._ 

45· is defeated, and executed, 47· 
JO)Ce, feizes the king at Holmbay, v. 420. brings.

him to the head quarters of the army, ib. 
Ireland, fl:ate of, before the conqueft in Henry Il's time; 

i. 299• the fovereignties then there,. 300. it is· 
granted by the pope to Henry II. ib. a war there,_ 
between the king of Leinfter and Meath, 301. the 
former is expelled, ib. the effects of this expulfion, 
302. it is fubdued by Henry II. 303. its !late then,_ 
ib. pa:atinates are there eretl:ed, P4· its chief
t tins are enraged, 319. infurrections there are quell
ed, by Richard II. in perfon, ii. 25S.· a revolt 
there, in the reign of Henry VII. iii. 13. the au~ 
thoriry of the Englifh government eftablifhed there 
by Poynings's law, 41. another {edition there, fup-
preffed, 18 r. it is ereCl:ed into a kingdom, 249. 
an invafion of Spaniards there, repulfed, iv. 56o. 
its fl:ate before Tyrone's rebellion, 676. the abfur
dity of the Englifh confl:itutions there-, 677. the ef-. 
feCl: of its animofities againfl the Englifh, 67 8. its 
ufual revenue, ib. a recapitulation of its hiftory,. 
679 •. 68o.. Oneale's rebellion there, 681. which 
fpreads by means of a viCl:ory obtained by the Irifh, 
ib. and is encreafed by Effex's ill fuccefs, 684. a 
truce is agreed on with the rebels, 68 5. they over
run more than half the kingdom·, 688. Mountjoy's 
fuccefs againft them, ib. he defeats the lrifh and 
Spaniards, 705. the rebellion is wholly fuppre!fed .. 

71~ 
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71 z. and Tyrone furrenders himfelf to Mo.untjoy, 
ib. ftate of, under James J. v. 40. an infurreC.l:ion 
there, z87. the infurgents attempt to furprife Dub
lin, z8g. maffacre the proteftants, zgo. pretend 
authority from the king and queen, 293· ftate of, 
during the civil war, 360. continues to obey Or
mond, 361. a ceffation of arms between the king 
and the infurgents, 3S2. forces from ir, land to aid 
the king, 363. fome of them defert, ib .. the refl: 
are diffipated by Fairfax, 367. fiate of, at the de
mife of Charles I. vi. 4· Dublin, and the garrifons 
held by Ormond, are delivered to the parliament's 
army, 6. and Ormond leaves Ireland, ib. returns, 
and levies an army there, 7·· his army is routed by 
Jones, who commands for the parliament, I I. the 
garrifons revolt to Cromwell, I 2. who breaks the 
courage of the Iri!h, and almoft fubdues the ifland, 
23. Jt is wholly fubdued by Ireton, 35· its civil 
y;overnment is trufted with commiffioners, 36. Crom
well's adminiil;ration there, 76. State of, at there
ftoration, 114. in the beginning of Charles Il's 
reign, Igt. an infurrec:tion there, fuppreffed, 192. 
the cffeC.l:s of the aa prohibiting the importation of 
Iri!h cattle, 193· ftate of, in 1681, 338. Or
mond's adminifl:ration there, 339· attacked in par
liament, 340. a plot of papifl:s in Ireland, pre
tended in England, 341. ftate of, in 1687, 402. 
it is fubjec:ted to the catholics there, ib. their admi
nifl:ration in Ireland, 403. 

lrela11d, (a man fo called) is tried, vi. 293. condemn
ed, 294· 

Ireton, colonel, his behaviour at Nafeby, v. 399· his 
charaC.l:er, 43 ~· his fpeech on the vote of non-ad
drefs, 436. is made commander in chief in Ireland, 
vi. 23. fubdues it, 3)· dies there, ib. 

I_ abdla, daughter of the count of Angoulefme, mar
ried to John, king of Er.gland, i. 358. commo
tions are occafioned by this marriage, 359· I>.er 

. children by the king, 396. after his death, is mar-
ried to the count de la Marche, to whom fhe was for
merly betrothed, ii. I 5. 

- princef;; of France, m1rried to Edward IT. ii. 
I z8. her charaCter, ib. !he is denied a lodging for 
one night, by lord Bedlefmere, a mutinous baron, 
I 39· goes to Paris, to adjufl: fome differences be
tween her huiband, and Charles the Fair of France, 
1 4z. her fineffe to ;;~.void the king's journey to Paris, 
ib. where file confpires with the exiled barons a
aainil: the king, in favour of her fon, 1 43· whom 
fhe affiances to Philippa, daughter of the carl of Hol
land, 144· and raifes an army to invade her huf
band's dominions, ib. the fuccefs of her invafion, 
145· fhe fummons a parliament in the king's name, 
now a prifoner, ib. lofes the public efl:eem;- I 46. 
becomes the objeCt of univerfal hatred, 159· is con
fined, and her revenue reduced, I 6z. 

- princefs of France, is affianced to Richard II. 
ii. 25-8. refiored to the French king, z85. 

D E X. 
!Jabella, OEeen of Caftile, and wife of Fe;dinand~ 

king of Arragon, dies, iii. 56. her daughter, and 
heirefs, of this marriage, is married to th.: arch-duke 
Philip, ib. 

Italy, its defencelefs !tate, iii. 41. is invaded, and ra
vaged by the French, ib. ftate of, at the acceffion 
of Henry VIII. 7 3. the French are expelled, I 33· 
they invade it again, 135· 

Judges, how they held their offices in Q.!!een Elizabeth's 
reign, iv. 7 20. 

Julius II. pope, his charaC.l:er, iii. 7 4· his attempts 
againfl: the Venetians, 7 5. and againfi the French, 
77· his policy, 78, his joy on the defeat of the 
French, 8z. his death, ib. 

- III. his joy, on receiving the fubmiffion of 
England, iii. 370. 

Juries, their rife, i. 6 5. · 
Jury, grand, of Middlefex, abruptly difmiffed, and 

why, by the ch:ef juil:ice of the king's bench, v. 317. 
proceedmgs thereon, in the houfe of commons, 328. 

Juflice, fiopt by fpecial warrants, by Edward III. ii. 
2 35· 

Jujiices of the peace, their rapine camplained of, iv. 
720. 

Jujiiciary, chief; that office aboli!hed in England, ii. 
I 22, 

Jujiinian, emperor, his pandec:ts found, it 441. uti• 
lity of, in Europe, 442. 

Juxon, doCtor, made bifhop of London, v. 203. high 
treafurer, ib. religns the treafurer's ftaff, 263. at
tends the king to the fcaffold, 456. is examined by 
the council of general officers, on the import of the 
king's laft word, 457• 

K. 

KEN DR I D, king of Mercia, his valour, i. 34~ 
his death, ib • 

Kenrick, a Saxon chieftain, beats the Britains in battle, 
i. I 7• dieo, ib, 

Kmt, a kingdom e!l:abli!hed in Britain, i. 20. chri-
ftianity there introduced, 21. it is unired with 
Weffex, 28. 

- earl of. a prince of the blood, enters into a 
confpiracy with the queen, againft the king, ii. 144• 
purfues the king to Btill:ol, 145· is made one of the 
lords of the regency of Edward IlL I s6. unites in 
councils with Lanca.!fer and Norfolk, 1 59· is be
headed, in confequence of a fentence pall: on him in 
parliament, 16o. his fon is created duke of Surry, 
263. degraded, Z74· confpires againft Henry IV. 
283. is fummarily beheaded, z84. 

- Joan of, burnt for herefy, iii. 318. 
- maid of, her impofl:ure, iii. I 81. gains great 

-credit, 190. is d1fcovered, and fhe is punilhed, 
191· 

Ker, a tanner, heads 
g 2 

an infurrdion in Norfolk, iii. 
322. 
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322. his arbitrary proceedings, 323. is defeated, 
taken, and hanged, ib. 

Kildare, deputy of Ireland, is called to anfwer for his 
conduCt, iii. 18 I. is executed, with his five uncles, 
ib. his fon is forced to furrender, and punifhed, 
ib. 

Kiljyth, battle of, v. 403; 
King, his courts, how conftituted, i. 402. his ufual 

ftile fettled by parliament, iii, 262. his power and 
revenues. See Anglo-Norman go:vernment. 

Kings, Norman, the means ufed to preferve their inde
pendency, i. 405. their power, 411. their protec
tion, how obtained, 41 8, the authority of their 
edicts, 421. 

King's Bench, court of, exaCts, bonds for members of 
parliament, for not attending, i. 373· fame fubmit 
and pay the fines fet on them by the court, ib, 
others traverfe, ib. judgment of, in the cafe of per
fans imprifoned by the king and council, v. 15 5. 
in that of members of parliament, 187. one of 
the judges of, feized on the bench, 250. its chief 
juftice abruptly difmiffes a grand jury, vi. 317. pro
ceedings thereon, in the houfe of commons, 3 28. 

Kirk, colonel, his cruelties, v. 3 84. 
Kirkaldy, of Grange, holds the caftle of Edinburgh for 
~een Mary, iv. 54-0. is forced to furrender to a 
party of Englifh, 541. is tried, and executed, ib. 

Knight, a title, whence imported, and how ufeful, i. 
4 2 3· 

- four, ordered to be chofen out of each county, 
in order to reprefent in parliament, the ftate of their 
refpective counties, ii. 29. they remonftrate againft 
the flow proceedings of the twenty-four barons, 3 I. 
and claim the interpofal of Edward, prince of Wales, 
32. two out of each county ordered to be fum
maned to parliament, 46. 

- thirty, a tournament of, ii. 206. the victors 
prize, ib. 

- Templars, tortured in France, ii. 150. feveral 
of them cruelly executed, I 5 I. oppreffed all over 
E·1rope, ib. 

Knight'sftes, what, and how many make a barony, i. 
407. how many in England in the time of the con
queroc, ii. 85. and how leJTened, tb. 

J(nox, John, a famous reformer, iii. 299· approves 
of the affaffination of cardinal Beaton, ib. arrives 
in Scotland from Geneva, iv. 420. inflames the 
people agaioft popery, ib. they are entirely guided 
by him, 423. hts furious zeal, and info!ence to 
OEeen Mary, 436, 437· is called to anfwer the 
council for his infolence, and acquitted, 439· 

L. 

L AB 0 U R,_ its price in vain attempted to be re
duced by the parliament, ii. 239. 

Laity are incenfed againft the ufurpations of Rome, 

E X. 
ii. 237. their difpofition then how conformable to 
that of thofe in the reign of Edward III. ib, 

Lambert, his difpute with Henry VIII. and feveral 
b.jfhops, ·concerning the real prefenc.e, iii. 227, 228. 
is condemned and burnt, with feveral circumftances 
of cruelty, 229. 

---- Colonel, is difappointed of the lieutenancy of 
Ireland, vi. 8. his commiffion is revoked by the 
ProteCtor, 82. he appears againft Richard Crom
wel, 9 5. fupprefi'es an infurreB:ion againft the rump~ 
roo. becomes Monk's rival, 104. is confined in 
the Tower, by the rump, reftored, 107. efcapes out 
of the Tower, 115. is retaken, ib. his trial, 150. 
condemnation, rs z. is reprieved, ib. 

Lmecajler, duke of, his feafonable advice to Edward III. 
ii. 220. by his marriage with a princefs of Caftile, be
comes heir of that title, 227. the adminiftration 
of the kingdom of England is committed to him~ 
230. his authority during the minority of Ri
chard II. 241. his character, 242. the effeCt of 
his pretenfions to the crown of Caftile, 243· con
duets an army into Brittany, 244. is difappointed 
in his enterprize on the crown of Caftile, 249· re-
turns from Spain, 257· obtains the duchy of Gui-
enne, ib. renounces that duchy, 258. differs with 
his brothers, ib. approves of the confinement of his 
fen, 26 I. dies, z66. 

- fon of the former Henry. See Hereford. 
- Earl, his charaCter, ii. I z8. becomes head of a 

confederacy of barons againft Gavafton, ib. js appoint-
ed hereditary fteward of England, 129. raifes an army, 
13 I. caufes Gavafton's head to be ftruck off, 1 3 Z•

makes an accommodation with the King, ib, his 
party new models the miniftry, 136. is fufpeaed of 
holding a fecret correfpondence with the Scots in
vaders, 1 3 7. his adherents again take arms, 13 8.
in arms, obtain of the parliament to banifh the 
Spenfers, 139· and get a pardon for their violences, 
ib. he is taken in arms by the King's par..cy, 140. 
and beheaded, 141. his character, ib. 

- Earl, brother and heir of the former, en
ters into a -confpiracy with the ~een againfr. 
Edward II. ii. 144. the King is put jnto his cuftody, 
146. taken out of his hands, 147. his ~ttainder 
is taken off, 156. he is appointed guardianofyoung 
Edward, ib. 

Landoio, Peter, a man of low ftation, becomes favourite 
of Francis duke of Brittany, iii. 20. the effect of 
this meafure among his nobles, ib. 

Lands, how divided among the Anglo-Saxons, i. t6o. 
their value, 1 61. 

Lan4/down, battle of, v. 403. 
Lan[ranca, a Milanefe monk, promoted to the fee of 

Canterbury, i, 18 3. his character, ib, the earl of 
Northumberland difcov·ers to him in confeffion a con
fpiracy againft William the Conqueror, 188. which 
he advifes him to reveal to the King, ib. crowns 
William Rufus, zo3. dies, 204. 

Langhorne's 
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Langhonze's trial, vi. 306, 
Langjide, battle of, iv. 488. 
Langton, Cardinal, is by the Pope's orders appointed 

archbifhop, i. 370. his adherents are treated with 
feverity by the King, 3 7 z. his conference with the 
King, 37~· his behaviotu to that prince, on his be
ing reconciled to Rome, 380. the final iifue of that 
affair, 381. advifes the difcontented barons to in/ill: 
on a renewal of Henry I's charter, 382. infiigates 
them to make this demand in a body, 383, on his 
refufal to publifh the Pope's fentence of excommuni
cation againfl: the difcontented barons, is cited to 
Rome, and fufpended, 3'92· 

Latimer, Bifhop, imprifoned foon after ~een Mary's 
acceffion, iii. 354· is carried to Oxford to difpute 
about tranfubftantiation, 360. burnt there for here
fy, in the fame fire with the bifhop of London, 
379· 

---- Lord, the firft peer impeached in England, 
ii. 250· 

Laud, bifuop of London, his charaCl:er, v. 192. en
courages innovations, 193· is made archbifhop of 
Canterbury, 202. abolilhes lectures, 207. is im
peached, 248. an apology for him, 389. is exe
cuted by an ordinance of the long parliament, 388. 

Lauder taken and fortified by the Englilh, iii. 308. 
Lau(ferda!P, Duke, his intereft with King Charles II. 

vi. I 39· his religious fentiments, I 40. his charac
ter, 201. his removal from the King's councils and 
prefence are addreifed for, z61. his feverities in 
Scotland, 267. are oppofed by duke Hamilton, 
26 8. his adminiftration and private deportment, 
269. the effeCl:s of his private and public conduB:, 
271. he declines in the royal favour, 310. 

Eaurentius, a Chriftian bifhop, reclaims Eadbald,J King 
of Kent, i. 27. 

Law, Common, its fuppofed foundation, i. 66. ftate 
of, amcng the Anglo-Saxons, I-43· il:ate of, at the 
death of Richard II. with refpeB: to reprefentation m 
fucce!lion, 3 s6. 

- ci\·il, how improved, ii. 441. why not re
ceived in England, 442. 

- feudal, introdJced into England, i. 180. its 
rules with refpe& to fucceffion, 247. origin of, 397. 
its progrefs, 399· 

--- martial, ftate of, in O!!een Elizabeth's reign, 
iv. 718. 

--- Salian, ii. 168. 
- Saxon, ii. 442. its abfurditie3, ib. 
League, catholic, formed in France, iv. 546. revived, 

5 84. the duke of Mayenne becomes head of it~. 
it is entirely abolilhed, 66 r. 

- folemn, and covenant. See Co't!enant, S1:ots. 
-- triple, vi. 185. 
Learning, how fecured, during the ignorant ages, ii. 440. 

how extinguilhed, and when revived in England, 443· 
great improvtmems therein, iii. 67. ftate of, in tne 
reign of James I. v. 14~ at the time of his death, 
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128, at the reftoration of king Charles IT. vi. n6. 
from the reftoration, to the revolution, 449· 

Lead, ftaple of, fixed, ii. 23')· 
Leather, a duty granted on it for the firft time, ii. 176. 

ftaple of, fixed, Z3). the duties on it, aranted to 
the king for Lfe, 3 • o. "' 

Legatine Court, ereC1ed by C':rdinal W: ]fey, iii. 107. 
its extenfive power, ib. and great tyra·,ny, 108. 

Legates a Latere, a defcription of their power and au-· 
thority, i. 244. 

Leicefler, edrl of, his behaviour at a conference betwee111: 
the kings of England and France, i. 31 I. its effecls. 
ib. he is made a prifoner, 3 I 2. 

-- another, defends Rouen againfl: the French 
king, i. 347· 

- another, his hiftory, and petulant behaviour to 
king Henry III. ii. 26. his turbulent complaints of 
breaches of the great charter, 27, his fpeech in a 
fecret meeting of barons, ib. is made prdident of 
.the twenty-four barons, chofen in parliament to re
form the ft~re, 28. retires to France, 32. protdls 
againft the ceffion of Normandy, 33· joins in a con
fpiracy of barons againft the king, 36 returns fe
cretly to England, 37· countenances an open rebel
lion, 38. caufes the king to fubmit to ignominious 
terms of peace, 39· heads the rebel baror.f, when 
renewing the war, after the French king's award, 
4 I. leads on the army of the rebel barons, atthe 
battle of Lewes, 42. makes the king and royal fa
mily prifoners in the field of battle, 43· his tyran
ny over the whole kingdom, 44· fummons a par
liament of rebel barons, 45· another fuch compof
ed of two knights of each fuire, and two deputies
from each burrough, ib. the tyrannical proceedings. 
of this aifembly, 47· the ignominious terms on 
which he releafes prince Edward, 48. commands in 
a battle, at Evelham, againft the prince, 49· in _ 
'":hich he is il~in, t~get~er With his I ~!deft frut; 50; 

h1s character, tb. h1s wtdow and cnilclren are ba
nifhed the kingdom, SZ• theit: manners abroad 
ib. ·'' 

- prop?fed as ~ hulliand ·to O!!een Maf)') by· 
OEeen Ehzabeth, tv. 457• 458. his character 
458. declines the propofal, and afpires to mar~ 
ry. ~een Elizabeth, ib. is appointed one of the 
comm1ffioners to enquire into ~~::en Mary's conduct · 
405. i.s fent into Holland, in order to ailitl: the.ftates: · 
585.. 1s rep.r1manded by 0Eeen Elizabeth, for ac
c,eptmg. the tttle. of go~ernor and cap:ain-general of 
tne Umted Provmces, 1b. the account of his expe
dition, 58~. he returns to England, 590. a breach 
b~tween h~m ~nd the Hollanders, 628. he refigns 
his authonty In Holland, ib. is retl:ored to the 
OE.een's favour, 629. dies, 6 51. his magnificencep , 
735· 

Leinjler, ki?g of,, expelled, i. 301 •. ·his negotiations, 
abroad, tb. h1s death, 302, . -

Leipjic, battle of~ v. 190. , 

leith~, 
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Leith, fort'fied by tbe French, 111. 310. iv. 4-Zf. re
lieved by the Englifh and Scots army, 427. 

Leo III. pope, crowns Alfred, i. 53· 
-- X. his character, iii. 82. has recourfe to the 

fale of indulgences, to repair his exhaufted treafures, 
119. his death, 123. 

Leofric, duke of Mercia, his family quarrels with 
Harold, fon of earl God win, i. 120. 

Leojfv.:in, brother of Harold, attends him in the battle 
with the Norman conqueror, i. 138. is there fu.in, 

139· 
Leopold, duke of Auftria. See Aujlria. 
Lennox, earl of, fent from France into Scotland, to fup

port cardinal Beaton, iii. 2S7· becomes the head of 
the reformers, and oppofes the cardin-d, z6z. raifes 
an army, but is forced to fubmit to him, ib. flies 
into England, and is careifed by Henry VIII. 26-1-. 
recalled into Scotland, with his Con lord Darnly, iv. 
460. the refentment of ~een Elizabeth, at his fan's 
marriage negotiation, how difplayed, ib. implores of 
-Q':!een Mary, juftice againft the murderers of his fon, 
late her hulband, 474· names fc•eral fufpetted ac
complices, ib. 475· his requtll:, relative to a delay 
of the trial, is denied, 474· a proteft is entered in 
his name againft the trial, ib. claims the regency 
of the young prince, 48 5· accufes ~een Mary 
of the murder of her hulband, before the E1-glifn 
commiffioners at Hampton-court, 496. is cho(en 
lieutenant, and regent of the kingdom, on Murray's 
death, sr8. receives inftruchons from Sir William 
Cecil, 5 19. is feized, and put to death by Q!een 
M4ry's party, 540. 
-- earl of, h:s behaviour to the king of Scotland, 

iv. 559· is difcountenanced by Qyeen Elizabeth, 
ib. retires to France, 5 i 1. dies there, ib. 

Len thai, chofen fpeaker of the houfe of com mom, of the 
long parliament, v. 245· repairs to the army at Houn
:llow-heath, with the badge> of his office, 4z8. is con
ducted to Wefiminfter, in triumph, by the army, 429. 
his anfwer to the officers, defiring him to call the rump 
to reaffume their feats, vi. 97· is ftopt, and conducted 
home, by Lambert, when going to the houfe, roo. 
fummons the expelled rump, to refume their power 
once more, 107. . 

Lejjly, Norman, his bravery in battle againft the Engliih, 
iit. 267. heads. the alfaffins of cardinal Beaton, 
298. 

-- bifhop of Rofs, one of Q:een Mary's commif
fioners, appointed to confer with thofe of ~een 
Elizabeth, iv. 492. refqfes to anfwer Murray's 
charge againft her, 496. is examined, and con
fronted with Norfolk, before the council, 51 3· com
plains to the Englifh council, of unfair dealings, to 
the prejudice of ~een Mary, szo. 

- general of the Scots covenanters, created earl 
Leven, v. 284. 

- another, appointed general of the Scots co
venanted army in Scotland. vi. 24· is beaten at 
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Dunbar, 25. marches fouthward~, zS. rs routed 
at \Vorcener, 29. 

Le'Vetlers. See .Agitators. 
Le'Vingflone, lord, one of Q!een Mary's commiflioners, 

~ppointed to confer with thofe of Q!een Elizabeth, 
IV, 492. 

Lewellyn, prince of W des, is repulfed by prince Ed
ward, ii. 3 i• his charaCl:er, 64. after being par
coned, he reb .. ls again, 6s. fubmits, 1:6 .. takes 
arms again, ib. his dominions, after a grea~ flaugh
ter of his partiz <us, are ar.nexed to the Englifh crown, 
67. 

Lwm, battle of, ii. 42. the victory is g-Jined by the 
barons, 43· 

Lewis, eldeft fon of Philip the French l;:ing, is ft:nt into 
England, at the head of a great arn,y, i. 393· See 
France. 

-- king of France, his attempts againll: the Vene
tians, iii. 7 5. and againft the pope, 77. lbfes his 
congue,}s in Italy, 82. his marriage and death, 95• 
See France. 

--- duke of Orleans. See Orleans. 
--- emperor of Germany. See Germany. 
Liberty, civil, how eftab!ifhed, ii. 445. 
Libra1·ies, many plundered and deftroyed by the refo.r

mers, iii. 3 3 2. 

Li"Iin;:ton. See MPitiand. 
Lilla; an officer of king Edwin's gu;trds, his extraordi-

nary fidelity, i. 30. · 
Lilburn, punilhed in the ftar-chamber, fof a fedilio.us 

libel, v zro. the fentence is reverfed, and da
mages decreed to him, 25 3. thro\vn ag:~in iniO pri
fon, vi. 10. is acquitted by ajury, 57· 

Limoges. See Pidornar. 
Lincoln, battle of, i. 2)5· where king Stt:phen is taken 

prifoner, ib. bdi.cged by the protector, ii. 5, taken 
and pillaged, ib, 
-- bifhop of, i.; £ned in th,, ftar-ch;;n:.ber, v. 

zog. 
--- earl of, fcrms a defign againft Henry VIr. iii. 

15. goes to confult wi:h his fiiends in G.:tma:.y, ib. 
goes with a body of rroops to Ireland, ;;nd invades 
England, 16. is killed at che ba .. tle of Stoke, 17. 

Lincoln's Inn, a puritan there, writes 3gcinft the French 
marriage in ~een Ehabeti1's rei~,n, iv. 567. his 
punifhment, and cxtraordin:uy loyalty, 568. 

Lint/fey, lord, joins in the plot to murder David Riz· 
zio, iv. 467. fent by the affociated lords, to ~een 
Mary, with three infiruments for her to fign in the 
caftle of Lochle\'en, 485. 

Lijle, lady, her trial, vi. 3 8 5. 
Litany, new, ufed in Englifh, by order of Henry VIII. 

iii. 27 I. ordered to be read in Englifh, by ~een 
Elizaberl,, iv. 407. 

Loam, or benevolences, tirft exaCted, ii. Z3)• ftate of, 
in ~een Elizabeth's reign, iv. 721. See Benew
lmas, or Loans. 

Loch/e'Ven Cajile, ~een Mary fent a prifoncr to, iv. 
4 4-83. 
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4=83. !he efcapes from thence, 487. the earl of 
Northumberland confined there, 515. 

l:.odington, fecretary, favours O!:!een Mary at the confe
rence with the Englifh commif!ioners, iv. 495· his 
propofal to the duke of Norfolk, concerning her, 
ib. 

Lollards, are headed in En;_,;land by Wickliife, ii. 277. 
fcreened by the duke 01 Lancafter, 278. encreafe in 
England, 279. one of them is ordered to be burnt, 
28;. are favoured by the houfe of commons, 295. 
another Lollard burnt, 296. a confpiracy of L'Jl
lards, headed by lord Cobham, 3co. attempts to 
feize the king, fevere laws are enacted againft them, 
302. 

London, a Roman colony, is reduced to afhe~, i. 6. and 
the inhabitants put to the fword, ib. it is rebuilt, 
59· and a regular militia: eftablHhed there, ib. the 
Danes take up their winter quarters there, 54· a 
meeting of the e~ates, appointed there, twice 'a year, 
56. an ecclefiaftica! fynod there, 190. itq}roceed
ings, ib. a charter granted to it, z46. biihop of.
fufpended by the pop'e, 292. complains to 'the king 
at Baieux, 293. its confequences, 294. fl!ate of, 
in the reign of Richard I. 3 55· another charter 
granted to it, 408. its import, 409. arr extraordi
n-ary commotion betwee·n the' Lo•1doners and the in;. 
habitants of Weftm'infter, ii. 9~ great diforders there, 
38'. a pLi.gue the're, 207. charter of, feized by 
Richard II. z58. reffored, 259. an infurreCI:ion 
there, agairill: the duke of Lancafter, 277. it is ap
peaied by th'e bil11op of London, 278. the joyful 
reception of Henry VII. th'ere, iii. 5. fweating 
ficknefs there, 6. bifhop of, burnt for herefy, 379• 
alacrity of, to oppofe the invincible Armada, iv. 
632. an account of the ftrangefs in it, irr Q£een 
Elizabeth's re:gn, 734· another plague there; v. 9· 
ftateof, in king James I. time, I 22. plague there, 
I 39· petitions the king to make peace with the 
Scots, 240.. petitions the pHliament for an altera
tion in church government, 257· ftate of, at the 
c-ommencement of the civil war, 329. declares for 
the parliament, ib. militia, joins the parliament's 
army, 3 3 8. occa!ions a breach between the parlia
ment and army, 428. ftate of, under the rump, re
ilored, vi. 106. rebels againft the rump, 110. an
other placrue there, 167. a great fire there, I 72. 
repaired, 'ib. difputes there, about the nomination 
of iheriifs, 348. a quo warranto is iffued againft ir, 
349· _judgment entered aga~n.ft its. chart.er, .3) 1. 

which ts reftored on hard condtuons, 1b. 1ts bt~op 
is fufpended, 399· · 

Longchamp, bifhop of Ely. See _Durh~m . . 
Longue'"'Jille, a French duke, pnfoner m England, pro

pofes to Henry VIII. the marriage of the princefs 
Mary to Lewis, King of France, iii. 94• 95· which 
is approved of, and takes eifecr, 9). . 

Lords, Haufe of, their proceedings with refpeCl: to 
fettling the plan of government during the minority 
cl.Richard II. ii. z42, 243· proceedings concerning 

• 
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earl Suffolk, impeached at their bar by the houfe of 
commons, 250. who is condemned to lofe his office, 
2~2. condemn Sir Nicholas Brembre, and Sir Ro
bert Trefilian, impeached by the houfe of commons, 
25'4· condemn the other Judges, and lord Beaucham? 
of Holt, Sir James Berners, Sir John Salifbury, and 
Sir Simon Burley, 255. condemn the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, and the earls of Arundel and Warwick, 
262. great animalities in the houfe of peers, z83. 
they ratify a fentence againft a Lollard, z85. rein
flate Henry VI. in his fovereign authority, 375· 
their fentence between Henry VI. and the duke of 
Lancafler, 378. condemn to death the duke of Cla
rence, brother ofEdward IV. 417. approve of a bill for 
moderating the liberty of difpofing of land in truft, iii. 
I 72. which never paffed into a law, ib. jury of, try 
~een Anne Boleyn, and others, 207;- a committee 
chofen to frame articles of religion, 230. a bill renew
ing rigorous ftatutes of treafon formerly abrogated, 
3 38. how altered before it paffed into a law, 339· a 
money.bill introduced into this houfe, ib. its fate 
and eifecr, ib. refufe a petition of the houfe of com
m·ons, relative to the power of ordination, iv. 579·
rejeCI: a bill againft purveyancing, 641. engage the 
commons, at a conference, to encreafe their grant 
of a fupply, 657· interpofe for earl Briflol, not· 
called to the hoUfe of peers, v. 145. a,nd for Arun-
del, fent to the Tower, q8. frame a petition of 
right, I 67. pafs that fent up by the commons, I 7 2, 

rejeCI: that prohibiting clergymen to hold civil offices, . 
258. receive an impeachn\ent from the attorney ge
neral againft lord Kimbolton and five members of the' 
houfe of commons, 309. confent to the ordinance · 
about-the militia, 322. and to war againft the King, 
326. the houfe dil'ides, ib. and the majority go to the 
King at York, ib. the refidue, at Wefiminfter,,take 
the folemn league and covenant, 360. affent to put 
up prefbytery all over England, 408. temporize 
with the army, 425. their proceedings fluCluating, 
429., fend propofitions to the King, 436. refufe 
their affent to the vote, declaring the King guilty· of 
high-treafon, 451. are voted ufelefs by the houfe of 
CO;-JlmOns, ib. affume their antient authority, vi, 
! 16. agree with the houfe of commons about re
Horing the King, 117. remonftrate againft the in
dulgence, 156. receive a letter from the earl of Cia•. 
rend on, I 79· which they tranfmit to the houfe of 
commons. r8o. amend a money-bill, zo6. ad
v~fe the King to recall the indulgence, 229. pafs a 
b1ll for paffive obedience, 240. difpure with the 
h~ufe of comm~ms a~out jurifditlion, 244. agree 
Wllh that houfe m thm votes about the popiih plot, 
3 86. refufe to commit the earl of Danby upon his 
being impeached, 292. and afterwards commit him · 
to the Tower, 298. renew their vote about the po
pilh plot, & c. 299· reject the exclufion bill, 3 24. 
condemn Stafford, 326. pafs the bill for e9fe of pro
teftant diffenters, 330. refufe to receive Fitz-Harris's 
impeachment, 334· their votes about Monmouth's 

inyalion,. 
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icwalion, 380. vote a reverfal of Stafford's attain
der, ib. meet in the convention, 43 5. hi\ ve a free 
conference with the houfe of commons, 437· agree 
with them in their vote about the vacancy of the 
throne, 439· and to fettle the crown on the prince 
and princefs of Orange, 440. 

Lorn, Lord, gets a gift of his father's forfeiture, vi. 
141, is condemned to die, 187. is pardoned, ib. 
created earl of Argyle, 342. tried again for high
treafon, ib. condemned, 344· efcapes to Holland, 
iQ_. invades Scotland in the reign of James II. 388. 
is retaken, and executed, ib. 

Lothaire, elder brother of Egbert, depofes Edric, his 
nephew, and fon of Egbert, i. 27. is afterwards 
flain in battle by the depofed prince, ib. 

Loudon, Lord, his letter is intercepted, v. 230. its 
effects, 2 3 I. he is created an earl, 284. 

Louis, King of France. See France. 
Lo·vel, Vifcount, raifes an infurrection againft Henry VII. 

iii. xo. foon abandons it, and efcapes into Flanders, 
1 I. is fuppofed to have fallen in the battle of 
Stoke, •7· 

Lowuaine, Cardinal, uncle of Mary, ~een of Scots, 
difiuades her from being reconciled to the reforming 
lords of Scotland, h', 464. joins in a confederacy 
to deftroy the proteft:ants, 46 5. 

Low-Countries, ftate of, in the reign of Henry VIII. 
iii. 19. See Flanders, Flemings, and United Pro-
<Uinces. 

Ludovico, duke of Milan, joins in a league with the 
Emperor and others againft France, i. 42. the effect 
of this confederacy, ib. his dominions are fubdued 
by the French, 53· See Milan. 

Ludlow, Colonel, fucceeds Ireton iry. the chie( command 
of Ireland, vi. 36. finilhes the conqueft of that 
kingdom, ib. is fucceeded by Fleetwood, 76. 

Luther, Martm, declaims againft indulgencies, and fe
veral errors of the church of Rome, iii. I 20. is 
protected by the eleClor of Saxony, ib. anfwers a 
book wrote againft him by Henry VIII. 1 z I. his 
doctrines fpread all over Europe, and why, ib. treats 
Henry indecently, and afterwards apologizes for it, 
I85. many of his difciples fettle in England, 333· 

Lutzer:, battle of, v. I 91. 
Luxmburgh, Duke, breaks in upon the prince of Orange's 

intrenchment', vi. 227. beats him at St. Omers, 
253· buc ·s worfted at St. Denis, 262. 

Lvxu1 y, ftate of, in the reign of Edward III. ii. 
239· 

M. 

M A C BETH, . a powerful nobl~man, murders 
Luncan, Kmg of Scotland, J, 120. ufurps 

the crown, 12 I. is :lLin, ib. 
]L'acgil, Sir James, appointed one of the commifiioners 

to manage a treaty with Q:;een Elizabeth, concerning 
~een Mary, iv. 5'9· 

Ma:lm/J, Dr. heads an infurrection againft Henry 

E X. 
VIII. iii. 215. is abandoned by the infurgents, 
taken, and executed, ib. 

Madrid, treaty of, between the Emperor and the French 
King, iii. '43· 

Maejlricbt taken by the French King, vi. 233. 
Magdalen College, its cafe, vi. 405. mafter and fellows 

are expelled, 406. 
Magna Charta, See Charter, Great. 
Magnus, King of Norway, his attempt on England is 

repulfed, i. 229. 
Mahomet I. the firft tranfaClions of that prophet, and 

his followers, i. 209. 
Maine, a rebellion there, i. 186. it is quelled, 187. 
Majors General, their power defcribed, vi. 61. abridg

ed, 78. 
Maitland, of Lethington, fent by the congregation to 

folicit affift:ance from Q!een. Elizabeth, iv. 425, 
is fecretary of ftate, and confident of ~een Mary, 
when fhe arrived in France, 434· again fent to foli-
cit OEeen Elizabeth's friendfhip, 440. ' 

Malcolm, king of Scotland, obtains a gift of Cumber
land, i. 7 5. his homage for it, to the crown of 
England, 76. See Scotland. 

Malta, knights of, their order is diffolved, and revenues 
feized, by Henry VIII. iii. 238. 

Manchejler, earl, fpeaker of the houfe of peers, and a 
general of the parliament's army, is feconded in mi
litary afFairs by Cromwell, 368. his characte1·, 
376. his difpute with Cromwell, ib. 377· refigns 
his command in the army, 3 8o. meets the army at 
Houn:l1ow-heath, with the enfigns of his office, as 
fpeaker of the houfe of peers, 428. is by them con
ducted to Weft:minfter, 429. becomes zealous for 
the refioration, vi. 114. 

Manners, ftate of, in the thirteenth century, i. 423. 
in the reign of Edward II. ii. 1 53· in ~een Eliza
beth's reign, iv. 727. between the refioration and 
revolution, vi. 447. 

Manifeldt, count, his expedition, v. 105. 
Manufalfz.tres, ft:ate of, in Qgecn Elizabeth's reign, iv. 

734· their fiate in the reign of James I. v. 123. 
Manwaring, Doctor, impeached, v. 173• his fentence, 

174· its confequences, ib. 
March, count, is difobliged by king John, i. 379· re

bels againfl: him, 359· is aided by the French king, 
36o. made a prifoner, 361. 

- earl, made a prifoner in Wales. ii. 286. the 
confpirators in his favour are punifhed, 306. is for
givtn, 317. though having a better right to the 
crown than Henry V. ib. 318. 

Margaret, maid of Norway, acknowleged ~een of 
Scotland, ii. 6g. See Scotland. 

---- of Anjou, princeis, married to Henry VI. ii. 
354• 1he connects herfelf with Wincheft:er·s party, 
355· fucceeds to Suffolk's power in the miniftry, 
366. appears to be imperious, 370. her party, un
able to reJift the duke of York's, confents to his being 
created regent, 373· wreft the power out of his 
hands, 375· are feemingly reconciled to the Yorkifts. 

370· 
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376. the Q!een's cbaraaer, 379· !he colleas an 
army on behalf of her hufband, ib. which defeats 
the Yorkifts, 380. but is routed at Touton, 387. 
fhe flies with her hufband into Scotland, ib. fo!icits 
a!Iill:ance at the coLlrt of France, 390. is routed at 
Hexham, and, together with her fon, proteCted by 
robbers, 391. efcapes to Flanders, ib. returns to 
England, after Warwick's defeat, 405. her army is 
defeated at Tewkfbury, 408. fhe is made a prifoner, 
and her fon flain, 409. ·her death and charaCter, 414. 

Margaret, princefs of England, eldell: daughter of kiog 
Henry VII. is married to James IV. of Scotland, iii. 
54· is created regent during the infancy of her fon, 
93• married,to the earl of Angus, 99· deprived of 
the regen.cy, ib. goes with the young king into Eng
land, 100. procures a divorce from Angus, and 
marries another nobleman, 182. who violently op
pofes the Douglaffes, ib. 

Marignan, battle of, iii. 102. 

Mar/bridge, ftatutes of, ii. 55. 
Marre, earl, chofen regent of Scotland, on the death Qf 

the earl of Lennox, iv. s;4o •. is forced to con• 
elude a truce with the Q!een's party, and dies of 
grief for the diftraCled ftate of his country, ib. 

Marjham, Sir George, an anecdote of, .v. 20)· 
Marjlon !VIGor, battle of, v. 370. 
Martin II. pope of Rome, fummons a general council 

at Placentia, i. 210. another at Auvergne, ib. the 
occafional ufe he made of the armies afiembled for 
crufades, 212. 

- V. acknowleged pope, by almoft all the king
doms of Europe, ii. 3 zo. 

Martyr, Peter, obtains !~ave to depart from E.ngland, 
on the acceilion of ~een Mary HI. 355· Is gene
rouily tre~ted. b~ bijhop ~ardiner, ib. the indignity 
done to hrs wtfe s drps, rb. · 

Mm·tyrs, in Q9een Mary's time, their numbers and 
conftancy, iii. 3 So. effeCts thereof, ib. .we at num
bers of, in England, and other countnes, 382, 
383. 

Ma:•y, daughter of Henry VIII. and Q2een Cath:uin.e, 
fcruples concerning her legitimacy, iii. I so. is 
hardly treated by her father, zo9. declared illegiti
mate, 21 o. reftored by the parltament to her rigb t 
of fucceffion, z6z. her remarkable obfiina<;y in the 
catholic religion, 319, 3 p. her chapbins imprifon
ment, 332· the council argue with her, ib. her 
great firmnefs in oppoficion, 333· defigns to efcape 
to the Emperor, but is prevented, ib. her right of 
fucceilion fet afide, in favour of Lady J ~ne Gray, 
3H· her title to the crown, 347• 348. en heali g 
of king Edward's dea1h, writes to the counctl to pro
claim her in L·mdon, 348. many refort to her, and 
declare for her, 3 5o. is proclaimed in London, and 
generally acknowleg,ed, 3 51. i' rrives at the Tower, 
and affeas popularity, 352, 3)3· her attachrc.tnt 
w the Catholic religion, 3 53·· impri[ons many re
formed bifhop-, .&c. 354· her leg:timacy confirmd 
by parli:anent, 356. deliberates conceaung her 

VoL. VI. 
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marriage, 3S7. the caufe of her animality againit 
her fifter Elrzabeth, ib. I(;.Jicirs the pope for a na. 
tional reconciliation to the holy fee, 3 58. is mar-. 
ried to the arch-duke Philip, 36 r. the articles of 
the marriage contraCt, ib. the nation is generally 
diffatisfied with it, ib. 36z. becomes extremely odi
ous, by her tyrannical proceedings, 366. aims at a 
power to difpofe of the crown, 367. is tlnvarted in 
this by the parliament, ib. her great impatience for 
her hufband's arrival, 368. (lnd excefilve fondnefs 
after he came, 369. expofes herfelf greatly, with 
refpea to her pregnancy, 372. the effeCts of her 
barbarous cruelty, 380. grants a commiffion to ex
tirpate herefy, ib. fends an embaHy to the pope, 
foliciting the reconciliation of the holy fee, 383 .. re
folves to ref!:ore the church lands in the hands of the 
crown, 384. is deeply afreCled by her hu.fband's in
difference aad negl~a of her, ib. 385. her tyranni
cal and avaritious extortiom, ib. is unable to pro
mote the war with France, folicited by her hufband. 
388, 389. by an artifice, obtains of the council to 
agree to a war with France, 391. violent extortions to 
fupportit, ib. 392. fends an army to Flanders, 392. 
commits feveral perfons. of diftinClion to the Tower, 
ib. murmurs againfl her, on account of the lofs of 
Calais, 395. gets frefl1 fupplies from the parliament, 
397• 398. -fends a fleet and army againfl: France. 
399• her death and charaCter, 40 r. 

Mary, ~een of Scots, her birth, iii. z 54· propofais 
to marry her to the heir of the crown of England, 
z;s. feveral arguments to enforce this, 300, 301. 
is fent to France, 3c9. is married to the Dauphin, 
396. fi;ns three remarkable papers on that occafion, 
397· the caufe of di'gufts between her and ~een 
Elizabeth, 415. affumes the arms and title of ~een 
of England, ib. refufes to ratify t~e treaty of Edin
burgh, 429. on the death of her hufband, King of 
Fr.,nce, lays afide the arms of England, 431. but 
refules to renounce her title to the crown of England, 
ib. is denied a paffage thro' England, in her way to 
Scotl;,nd, 432. her fpeech to the Engli!h ambafia
dor on that occafion, ib. 433· efcapes from the 
Englifh fleet, and arrives in Scotland, in company 
w1th many French courtier8, 433· her forrow on 
leaving France, ib. is received in Scotland with 
univerfal LtisfaEtion, 434· her agreeable and en
gaging accomp!ifhment£, and a:tempts to reftore po
lice in the country, and gsin the alfeEtions of there
formers, ib. is feverely infulted and ~ bufed by the 
refonn~rs, on Recount of her offenfive religion, 4 36 
437· which is the fource of her fubfequent errors: 

\ 4 r. how a bufed by the clergy for this reafon, 
43~ folicits ,Queen Eli.zabeth's friendlhip, 44o. 
wh1ch th 't prmcefs declmes to grant, ib. 441. 
great profeilions of friendfhip between thefe Queens, 
456. an interview propofed beuveen them at York, 
ib. which Q.:een Elizabe.h declines, +57· feveral 
perfons propofe:i to her in marriage by her French 
fr ie,;dc, 1b. the earl of Leicel1er propofcd to her 
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for a htlband by 02een Eizabeth, ib. 458. which 
occafions a difFerence between them, 45 8. fends an 
am b .!fad or to London, to make up the breach, ib. 
her attachment to her religion expoles her to many 
inconveniencies, 461. her anfwer to the general af
fembly's remonfirance on that account, ib. is 
married to lord Darnly, 462. which occafions dif
contents among the nobiiity and people, ib. fhe 
raifes forces againft the malecontents, 463. drives 
them from from place to place, and at ]aft: into Eng
land, ib. pardons Chatelerau1t conditionally, 464. 
inclined to be recon~iled to the rell:, but diifuaded by 
advice from France, ib. calls a parliament in order 
to their forfeiture, 465. bell:ows an extraordin1ry 
degree of confidence and favour on David Rizzio, 
466. ufes all her endeavours t() fare him from his 
aJJafiins, 468. her flrong refentment againll tbe 
murderers, and particubrly againft her hufband, ib. 
efcapes with him ;.o·Dunbar, ib. returns to Edin
burgh, and by tl)e ir>terefl: of Bothwell is prevailed 
to iay afide bet intentions for revenge, ib. is de
livered of a fol} and notifies his birth to ~een Eli-
7.abeth, ib. -the grt'at vigou~ hereby diffufed among 
her partizans, 470, 472. is greatly influenced by 
Bothwell, 47 3· di!guil:ed \\ith her hufband, ib. is 
faid to have given him poifon, and fufpeCl:ed ofjoin
ing wi:h Bothwell in his murder, ib. 474· continues 
her familiarity with Bothwell and other fu!pected 
perfons, 474· orders Leriox to make good his 
charge, 4 7 5. refules to delay the trial at Lenox's re
quefl:, ib. after Bothwell's acquiral he is recommended 
to her as a hufhand by her nobles, 4 76. is feized 
by Both we], and carried to Dunbar, 477. foon 
grants him a pardon for this and all his oth.:r crimes, 
;b. is conducted to Ed:nburgh, and {l;ews herfelf at 
literty, in prcfence of the courts of jufl:~e, 47 8. 
creates Bothwell duke of Orkney, and 0rders the 
bans of marriage to be publilhed in the church, 
ib. which a protefl:ant clergyman refufes to comply 
y,ith, ib. is marrild to Bothwell by a proteftant 
bifhop, ~ i9· ftw of th~ nobility countenar.ce it, 
and it is oppofed by the c~orts of England ~nd 
Frarce, ib. this marr·at'.e bnngs a general odmm 
f;n the .country, 4<'0. and codidercd, v.. ith ot~er 
c;rc~mfbnceo, a& a ihong prefampt:on of her gmlt, 
ib. her great impruJt::nce and bad corduCl:, ib. 481. 
a confede, acy of nobles and others raife forces againll 
l1er, 482. flies with Bothwell to Dunbar, but is 
o~lio-cd to yield herfelf up a priloner, ib. her f.rong 
urta~hment to Bo·hwell is dilcovercd, 483. is fent 
a p1ifoner ·o t<;e cafile of LocLlever, where ihe is 
treated w1th f·.·reritv, ib. theE lll_;lifh ambaffador is 
<knied aced, to he;, 485. fo 1r difl-'crent propo(~t!s 
concerr.ir:g her, i,cJ, figns three difrerent inHrur:~ents 
\\ii,hout exarni11n:g them, 48fi. declared an accom
plice 111 her h ,fu.wd's murder, and condfmntd to 
perpctnal imprir, nment by the parliamemof Scotland, 
ib. her din-,lfiion of the crown confirm~d in p:triia
ment, ib. a faction is formed in her favour, ib. 
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efcapes from Lochleven, and raifes an army, ib. 
which is defeated by the aifociated lords, 48 8. flies 
into England, and craves of ~een Elizabeth protec
tion and accefs to her prefence, ib. ~een ELzabeth 
declines, and why, to accept a -vifit from he~ 4-90. 
is attended· in the caftle of Carlifle by mefiengers 
from ~een Elizabeth, to whom !he fubm1ts her 
caufe, ib. is moved to Bolton cafl:le, 492. ap
points commiffioners t_o confer with thofe of ~een 
.Elizabeth, ib. her complaints. againll: her enemies, 
493. with their anfwers, and complaints againii: 
her, ib. her reply to Murray's charge, 494· ap
pears fatisfied that the conferences are transferred to 
Hampton Court, 495· refufes to anfwer Murray's 
charge againft her, 496. again defires admiilion to 
~een Eli~abeth's prefencr, and propofes to make 
her defence to her only, ib,, her love-letters to Both
\\ ell are produced, 497· whereupon her commiffi
oners b:eak off the conference', 498. her conduct 
cenfured, ib. evidences of the authenticity of thefe 
letters to Bothwell, 498, 500. charges Murray with 
the murder of the King, 501. is remqved to Tut
bury, 503. declines a propofal made by ~cen 
Elizabeth to her, ib. makes two offers to that 
princefs, which are not accepted, ib. her anfwer 
to the propofal of marriage with the duke of Nor
folk, s 1 o. is carried to Coven try, and more clofe
ly confined, 5 I 3· gains the admiration of all abo•Jt 
her, by her mode1l:y, and the dignity of her behaviour, 
5 I 5. her diffimulation with OEeen Elizabeth, 516. 
was inferior to her in perfonal conduct and difcre
tion, as well as in power, ib. her prty becomes 
maftas of Edinburgh on the death of the regent, 
5 1 7. is forced to make conceffions to ~een Eli
zabeth, ib. feveral propofals made to her by ~een 
E,izab~th, which !he agree' to, 5 18, 519. is con
vinced of ~een E'izabetb's inlincerity, szo. is 
fufpeeled to have procured the Pope's excommuni
cation againfl: ~een Elizabeth, ib. approves of 
Rodolphi's fcheme for fubverting ~een Elizabeth's 
government, 536. and renews her correlpondence 
with the duke of Norfolk, ib. her guilt is difco
vered by Qyeen Elizabeth,- and the is called to ac
count for her conduct, 5 39· the parliament peti
tion for her trial, ib. her adherents are forced to 
fubmit to the King's authority, 540·. her letter to 
~een Elizabeth, concerning Gourie's confpiracy, 
577.. how :~t·ended to by that ~een, 574· in 
what light the is-regarded by ~een Elizabeth, 592. 
the efFects of the harth treatment !b:! receives from 
~een Elizabeth, upon her depr,fition, 593• her 
let~er to ~een Elizabeth, concerning the falfe repcrts 
fprcad upon that princefs, ib. {he; JJents to Babing
ton's confp:racy, 597· her rrial is propofed, sg8. 
the treatment fhe tt en met with, 599· and removal 
to Fotheringhay caH!e, ib. what paffed between her 
and the commiffioners appointed to try her, before 
her trial came oo, 6oo. the beginning of the trial, 
601. an account of her intercepted l~:tters, relative 
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to the charge then againft her, ib. 6o2. her confpi
racy againft her fon, 602. the proof againft Mary, 
confidered, 604. a curious incident that happened 
at the trial, 607. her fentence, ib. the execution 
of the fentence is folicited by parli"'ment, 6og. her 
behaviour, when informed of thefe felicitations, 61 1. 
an account of her laft letter to ~een Elizabeth, 612. 
~een Elizabeth's courtiers perfuade her, and for 
what reafon, to order ~een Mary for execution, 
615. herexecutionisrefolvedon, 616. andawar
rant for it fecretly drawn out, ib. in what manner 
fhe behaved, on receiving an account that lhe was to 
die next morning, 617. her behaviour through that 
evening, 618. and next morning, before lhe went 
to the hall, where lhe was to die, 619. her beha
viour in the hall, 620. her conftancy in her religion, 
6z 1. her execution, 622. and charaCl:er, ib. 

Mary, a princefs of England, fifter of Henry VIII. is 
married to the French king, iii. 9 5. becomes a 
widow by his death, within thtee months after the 
marriage, ib. is afterwards married to the duke of 
Suffolk, g6. 

--- daughter of king Charfes I. married to the 
prince of Orange, v. 282. embarks for Holland, 
319. SeeOrange. 

- daughter of the duke of York, is married to 
the prince of Orange, vi. 257· See Orange. 

Mafi, and Malfes, a mafs book reviewed by Henry 
VIII. iii. 251. malfes, private, abolifhed by aCl: of 
parliament, 305. reftored by Qpeen Mary, 354· 
abolilhed by parliament, in ~een Elizabeth's time, 
iv. 410. 

Ma.f!acres, of Jews in England, i. 332, 333• of Hu
gonots in France, iv. 542. at Amboyna, v. 290. 
of Protefl:ants, in Ireland. See Oneale, Sir Phelim. 

Ma.lfey, governor of Glocefl:er, for the parliament, re
fufes to furrender it to the king, v. 349· makes a 
vigorous defence, till relieved by Eifex, 3 5~· 

Majleri, Richard, a prieft, promotes the impcfture of 
the maid of Kent, iii. 189, Igo. is punilhed for it, 
191. 

Matilda, daughter of Malcolm III. of Scotland, is mar
ried to Henry J. of England, i. 226, 

- daughter of Henry I. married to Henry V. 
emperor of Germany, i. 241. after his death, 
married to Geoffrey, eldeft fon of the count of Anjou, 
ib. recognifed fucceifor to the Englilh throne, by 
the barons, ib. is delivered of a fon, named H$!nry, 
afterwards king of England, 244. is again recog
f1ifed fuccelfor to the crown, ib. the oaths taken on 
that occafion, are overlooked, 249• and Stephen 
ufurps the throne, to which lhe was provided fucceifor, 
ib. her hufband concludes a truce with Stephen, 
2 50. lhe is, with her hufband, expelled from the 
government of Normandy, ib. fhe lands in 
England, 254· an infurreClion there in her fa
vour, ib. her partizans m;;ke Stephen prifoner, 
255· lhe agrees with the pope's legate, ib. is 
crowned ~een of England, 256. the Londoners 
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revolt againft her, 2)7• {he exchanges Sfephen, for 
earl Robert, her brother, 258. 1etires into Nor
mandy, 2 59· in her fen's reign, incfFeetually dif
fuades him from promoting Becket to the fee of Can
terbury, 273. 

Matrimony, the Englilh clergy are forbid to marry, i. 
243· again allowed, iii. 3 16. 

Matthew, count of Boulogne. See Boulogtte. 
Matthew!, Toby, his cafe, v. 14. 
Maurice, prince of Orange. See Orange. 
- prince, younger fon of the eleCl:or palatine of 

the Rhine, offers his fervice to king Charles I. v. 
336. -commands a body of cavalry at Roundway
down, 345· is detached to Devonlhire, 349· in 
vain befieges Plymouth, 36 3. then Lyme, with e1e 
fame fuccefs, 368. a!Iifl:s the king w difband Et'. 
fex's forces, 373.- is .Qlipwrecked, and periihes, in 
a hurricane, vi. 34· 

Maximilian, king of the Romans, his interell: in the Low 
Countries, how acquired, iii. 1 g. his pretenfions, 
and troubles there, ib. finds that the mutinous 
Flemings are fomented by the court of France, 20, 
treats with the duke of Brittany, for the marriage ot' 
his daughter, an heirefs, 21. makes a league with 
Henry VII. 26. marries the heirefs of Brittany, by 
proxy, after the duke's death, 27. is deprived of 
his wife, by her aCl:ual m:miage with the French 
king, 29. vents his rage in indecent terms, 30. his 
levity, and vain glory, how fupported, 31. is not 
ready to affill: Henry Vlf. when invading France by 
concert with him, 32. is comprehended in a treaty 
of peace between France and England, 33· but 
makes a feparate peace, ib. leagues with the repub
lic of Venice, for the recovery of the Milanefe, 42. 
JOinS with the French king, to recommend \Varbec 
to James IV. of Scotland, 43· becomes jealous of 
the French Y..ing's fuccefs in fubduing Milan, 53. by 
what means he maintained his authority in the Em
pire, when he fucceeded to the imperial crown, 7 4• 
makes a treaty with Frar.ce and Arragon, for recove
ry of a part of the Milanefe, ib. 7 )· adheres for feme 
time to the French alliance, 77· his embalfadors 
fign a treaty with Henry VIII. againll: France, but 
he difavows them, 84. receives money from Henr-y 
VIII. but fails in his engagements to him, 88. ferves 
~nder hi~ in t?e Low Countries, and receives his pay, 
1b. adv1fes h1m to lay liege to Tournay, go. is fe
duced from the alliance of England, and embraces 
the friendlhip of France, 94 is ready tO embrace 
every propofal, attended with an c,ffer of money 
103. invades Italy, but is rcpulfed, 104. r-ffers: 
for money, to refign to Henry the imperi.d crown, ib. 
dies, 109. the co1lequences of his death, ib. 
-- duke of Milan, re-infl:ated, iii 82. is taken 

under the proteClion of the Sv.ifs, 102. difguHed 
with them, and ruts himfelf into the hands of the 
French king, 103. obtains a league of the Italian 
power5 to be forr~~ed, for fecuring him in the polfe'f
fion of th.e Milanefe, I 29, 130. on the approach 
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of tee French army, flies to Lodi, IH· and the 
French feize Milan, ib. 

J.,iayem;e, duke of, becomes nead cf the catholic league 
in France, iv. 64-9· 

Mazarine, cardinal, his charaB:er, vi. 64. his beha
viour to the proteclor, 6;. his extraordinary com
plaifance to him, 8 5· his behaviour to king Charles 
II. then in exile, 103. · 

Meal-tub plot, vi. 314·· 
Meditermnean, a fea.fight there, vi. 41. 
Mel<Vi!, Robert, fent by the congregation, to folicit 

fuccours from ~een Elizabeth, iv. 425. fent with 
three i:1ftruments for ~een I\'Iary to fign in Lochle
vcn-caftle, 48 5. pro poles to ~een Mary, her mar
riage with the duke of Norfolk, 510. 

- Sir James, fent by 02een Mary, to make up a 
breach between her and ~een Eiizabeth, iv. 4~8. 
l1is charatl:er and addrefs, in executing that commif
:fion, ib. 459· fent by Q:!een Mary, to inform 
~een Elizabeth of the birth of a Scots prince, 
469. 

].fen, able-bodied, their number in England in Q£een 
Elizabeth's time, iv. 7H· 

- armed, their number then, ib. 
Mercia, a kingdom, firft eftablifhed, i. 17. king of, 

defeats the king of Northumberland, i. 30. 
'tmites that kingdom with his own, 3 I. is fub
jected to Eaft .. Anglia, 32. rife of, 33· becomes 
fubjeCl: to Kinred, 34· hi, hifiory, ib. further hi
.ftory of, 3 5. is (ubje3ed to Egbert, 3 6. and there
by united with the new ftate ereCted by him, ib. 

']Vleth<Ven, in Per'hlhire, battle of, ii. 120. 
Michel/on, her charaCter, v, 226. her dotl:rines, ib. 
l'fiidd/efix, earl of, impeached, v. 99· his fentence, 

100. his fine remitted, ib. , 
lYJicldleto:t, general of the Scots royalifts in the moun· 

t:ins, vi. 2 7. is cr::ated an earl, 140. and made 
COmrniffioner of the nrft DarJiament, after the reftara
tion, ib. the kin:; is difgufied with his vioient ad
"Zlinifiration, and <.lifr bees him, I 89. 

Mt!an, a duchy in Italy, fubdued by the French king, 
iii. 53· part ofir, by treaty, delivered to the Vene
tians, 75· abandoned by them, 76. refumed, ib. 
the ivJilanefe is governed by a French lieutenant, 77. 
the council of Pifa transferred to Milan, and re
moved from thence, 78. in confederacy with the 
S·i,ii~, rel'o:ts from France, and Maximilian, fon of 
its duke L'1dovjco, is rcin.:lated, 82. the French 
ci::.iiil to Milan, ofLred to Spain, as a dowry to a 
Fren.:h princefs, 94· the battle of Marign'ln thc>re, 
102. in which the Swifs ae beaten, ib. Milan is 
reduced ur.der the obedience of FraLce, and refigned 
to that crown, by its duke, 103. is invaded by the 
emperor, who is the c r::plllted \;1 the Frc,~c:1, rc4. 
a league is made betwec:n the emperor and the pope, 
for expelling the Frenc:1 ou: of this duchy, !OJ.. 

they are expelled, by the lofs of a bat:lc there, 124. 
a truitlefs expedi:io'1 undt;r ;,J:cn by Fnncc ro rPcO
ver it, I 3 2, anochcr French expedition, to recover 
; t, h(..2d~d by the French king, 13 5• the phg·te 
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~here, 'ib. · by the fate of the battle of Pavia, 13 6. 
It comes under the power of the emperor, ib. it 
is taken poifeilion of by him, 142. who threatens 
the duke Francis w.ith the forfeiture of that duchy, 
ib. a confederacy of Italian powers with the Frerch 
king, is formed, for refl:oring its duke, 145· who 
is once more threatened by the emperor with a pro
fecution, in order to a forfeiture, 148. refiored to Fran
cis Sforza, r65. by his death, devolves to the em
peror, I 66. its duke Francis dies without i!rue, 196. 
and the duchy ag<~in ineffectually pretended to by the 
French king, ib. 

Mil/may, Sir William, his fpeech in parliament, iv, 557· 
Militia, firft raifed in England, in king Alfred's reign, 

i. 59• feud:;tl, defcription of, ii. 84. how uncertain, 
85. effects of its being difufed, Sg. computed 
number of, in Q!!een Elizabeth's reign, iv. 7 34· 
plan of, formed, v. 317. brought into parliament, 
3 18. debyed by the king, 3 '9· other means ufed 
to bring it about, 320, an ordinance concerning it, 
aifented to by both houfes, 322. a proclamation is 
iifued by the king, againft this ordinance, ib. each 
fide publilhes to t]le nation, a defence of their refpec
tive meafurts, 324. more votes abDut it, 325. 
eftablifhed in all col)nties, by the proteCtor, vi. 7z. 
in Sco:land, by aCt of parliament, 267. frate of, 
from the refl:oration to the revolution, 45' 5. 

Mill, Walter, the lafl: perfon burnt for herefy in Scot
land, iv. 418. 

Jvli!lenarians, their principle', vi. 2. they g_overn the 
:ll:ate, 50. confpire againft Cromwell, 86. againft 

_ king Charles II. 138. are fupprelfed, 139. 
Milton, his dnra8:er, \'i, 12 5. 
Mini)lrr, of Richard II. expelled, ii. 354· of Henry 

VIII. iii. 70. character of, 185, 186. how re
tained in obedience by the king, 186. of Edward 
VI. z88. altered, 328. ofEiizabeth, iv. 406. 

- firft, of king Ch.•rles II. vi. 130. altered 
by the introdutl:ion of the cabal, 200. undercroes 
another con:fiderable alter-:tion, 242. furthei ch~no-
ed, 3C'C'. fl:ate of in 1669, 3 r 3.~ in 1682, 34;. 
firft of king James II. 37 5. altered, 396. further 
changed, 405. 

JI,Iije ofLewes, what, i;. -"r3· 
lJitchcl, his cafe!, vi. 2 70. his execution, 27 J. 

111odel, new, introduced into the army, v. 306. laid 
afide by tacit con(ent, and why, 422. 

li:o;wrchy, ddfolved, v. 45 I. reftored, vi, I 16, 
1!1o,zey, its valce amon~ th~ A.n~lo-S:txons, i, 160. in

terefl: o~, in the r ip;n a:· Henry III. ii. 56. deno-
mination of, ;;}~ered, 322. 

~---- current, jrs computed amount in Q£een Eliza
beth's time, ;, i35'· 

l11oi/Coll!our, battle of, iv, ) 3 l. 
]i.!f,nk, Geor(J'e, lieutenant~£encrar, fubdues Scotland 

vi. 36. ~ommJ.nds. tud~r Bl;.ke, in a fea-fight, 42: 
bears Tromp, 55· a hdlory of hi, life, 103, he de
clar~s foe a free park1mcnt, I 04. marches to Lon
don, Io8. declares, in the city, for a full and free· 

parliament_. 
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pcr1iamcnt, 109. his bc:lnviour in the city. 1 to. 
caufes the l"tcluded members to be received into the 
houfe, I I I. obtai'ns of the long or rump parlia
ment to diifolve itfelf, ib. and cdl a free parlia
ment, I 12. caufes the king's letters to be delivered 
to both houfes of parliament, I I 6. meeis the king, 
at his arrival, at Don:r, I 17. is created duke of 
Albemarle, 130. See Albemarle. 

11Jo~k! a!Zd Jio•~ajlerie.r, the caufes of the imperfeCtions 
in their hiftories, i. '9· a hiftory of them, 77· 
their introduCtion into England, 83: are greatly 
alarmed at the progrcfs of the reformation, iii. 189. 
deteCted in a confpiracy, ib. fuffer greatly by the 
im pofture of ·the M .id ot Kent, 191. the encreafe 
of them, a radical inconveniency in popery, 197. 
are greatly incenfed againH: ki:1g Henry, 198. great 
di(o:·ders are difcovered among them, ib. the lefi~r 
monafteries are fuppreifed by the parliament, 199· 
their poifeffion' granted to the king, ib. the fup
prcffion of thefe, caufes great difcontents among the 
people, 214. the greater fuppreifed, 219, 220. 
many ab[urd and ridiculous things found in them, 
zzo, 2zr. and impoftures difcovered in them, Z2I, 
222. the amoqnt of their revenues, zz2. how dif
pofed of by the king, zz3. the fuppreffion of them 
is greatly regrett:d by the people, 319 fome erect
ed by ~een Mary, 384. and fuppreifed by <l!!een 
Elizabeth, iv. 409. 

Mmmnlth, duke, his character, vi. zg6. his illegiti
macy declared, 297. h:: defeats the covenanters at 
Bothwell-bridge, 309· is greatly careffed in Eng
land, 3 I~- co••!pircs againfl: the kiqg, 3S2· his 
confp.iracy is difc :vercd, 35 5· he is pardoned, 365. 
b·-1't ordered to depart the kingdom, ib. he invades 
England, 380. his condncl on t1nt occafi.on, 381. 
he is ddeat~d, 382. made a prifoner, 383. exe
cuted, ib. 

],J;mpcli.:s, £.rft ereCl:ed, ii. 2 3 5. petitioned againil: 
the houfe of commons, iv. 670. the number and 

ir.Jpoct:tnce of ti-e commndiLies given over to mono
pr:t·tt', ;c6. a b1ll introduced into the lower-houfe, 
for aboliihing ihem, 707. the ~cen pr01;nifes to 
canq:l the moil: grievous of them, 7oS. the1r fiate, 
;o c the acceffion of Tames I. v. r6. cal'ed in by 
prcc:hmation, ib. in< v::d, 7 5. remo.n£kcted a-

• gair ff, 76. aoolilhed hy a.'.t of puliament' s8. re
,.;ved lu the kin•'s auchoritv, zoo. abo:if:1~.:i again, 
by a "1 ~f parliar.:~nt, z S I. ' 

Je<ono {e'itu, the:r h~rely co~dlmned in Brit;in, 1. 4S· 
1~}~i2/;no,~c ,(_r, co:~H,lil:e of France,· comn:anda at tt1e 

ba tlc of Sr. ~!ncin, iii. ?'JZ· is defeated, and 
ta.:Z.:n prifoner, lb. h:s re,Jon for oppofic:; the n;ar
riage of the Daup~1i •, with Mary, ~een of Scots, 
iv. 42-4-• ~j5 deprived of ail po,·,er, by the influence 
of t:1e houfe of Guife, 4 30. retailed to court, 011 
rl1e death of the hn;r, 4 3 I. joins the du 1:e of G uife 
in perfecllting the Hugonots, ~48. is taken prifoner 
in a battle again£1: them, +io· makes peace with 
t; e cath::!licc, 'and is fet at libcay, 4S4· is killed at 
St, Dennis, !n a battle againft the Hugonots, 5 29. 

D E X. 
Montrofe, .earl of, his hifiory, v. 390. to 393· fe:s up 

the royal Handard in Scotland, 3 9 3. See Army R OJ a!, 
in Scotland. reaifumes the command, vi. I 6. is 
made a prifoner, 17. condemned, 18. execut
ed, '9· 

Mont/crrat, marquis of, claims the kingdom of Jerufa-
lem, ii. 340. is aifaffioated, 343· its effeCts, ib. 

lv!orcar and Ed•win. See Ed•win and Morcar. 
Mordaunt, his confpiracy, vi. 98. quelled, 99· 
!Vlore, Sir Thomas, his account of Jane Shore defend

ed, ii. 425. the great feal is committed to him, iii. 
160. his reafon for refigning it, 172. his excel
lent temper, ib. '7 3· doubts the legality of the fet
tlement of the crown, made by the parlioment, I79• 
is indiCted L>r it, and committed to the Tower, 1 So. 
his charaCter, I 87. \vas a violent perfecutor of the 
heretics, 188. is condemned, and executed, for 
denying_ th<! king's fupremacy, 192, 193· an nc
count of his remarks, ccncerning inclofures, extraCted 
out of his Utop:a, 320. 

- his cooipiracy, v. z88, 289. abandoned by 
him, 291. 

lvforris, attorney of the court of wards, his motion in 
the houfe, how feconded, iv. 655· the ~een's in
junction thereon, ib. is feized in the houfe, by a 
ferjeant at arms, lofes his preferments, and is com~ 

. mitted prifoner to Tilbury caftle, 656. 
Mortimer, Roy;er, a porent baron, his intimacy with 

!fabella, ~een of Edward II. in Paris, ii. 143. 
he grows impatient for the king's death, 147. em
ploys two mifcreants to murder him, 148. his au
thority prevents an unfeafonable attack of Scots inva
ders, 15 8. he becomes the object d national hatred, 
I 59· ad dfes a treaty with the king of Scotland, ib. 
enriches himfelf and fol:owero, by forfeitures, I 6o. 
his condemnation and forfeiture, in parliament, 
161. 

111ortimer's Crofi, battle of, ii. 380. 
Jl:'o,tnzaiiZ, fl:atute o', made, ii. IJ3• 
!1-bruz, earl of. c.hancelor of Scotland, his motives for 

promoting the aJTaHination of cardinal Beaton, iv. 
467. joins an alfocia·ion to pro,eCt the prince, and 
bring the murderers of the king to punilhment, 482. 
t;;kes the coronation oath, in nazr.e of king James 
VI. then an infant, 486. appointed by the king, 
and kngd:Jm of ScoJand, one of the commiffioners 
to enquire into ~H~en Mary's cond,1ct, J92. inter-

, cepts <z.een Mary's letters, 497· hiorton's conduct 
on rhis oc:afion, fcrutinized, 498, 499· his ac
count how th:': papers came into his hands, confider
eel, togethe-r with the circumitances that fortify it, 
soo he is appointed by the Scots padiamenr, one 
of the commiflioners to maaage a treaty with Queen 
Elizabeth, concerning Queen lV!ary, 5: 9· is chofen 
regent of Scot!<.nd, on the de a· h ofi\1arr, ~ -1-0. fe
cretly takes his meafures w·r:1 ~een Elizabeth, ib. 
by whofe aid he fubdues the 02een's party, 54L de
livers into the king's hands a refi:~nation, after hav
ing obtainecLa general pardon, 55 8, but retain, the 
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~dminillration, 559· is arrefted in council, tried, and 
condemned, ib. fuffers with confiancy and refolution, 
s6o. 

Morten, John, a clergyman, and minifier to Henry 
VII. iii. g. his preferments, 10. his ftratagems 
to raile money for the king, 30. is made a cardi
nal, 4 5. becomes obnoxious to the people, ib. pro
cures a Lnv for his own fafety, 6z, 

J't,!ortra,vcrs and Gourna}, murderers of Henry II. 1i, 
148. their fatr, ib. 

liJountfirt, earl of, his claim to the duchy of Brittany, 
kindles a war in France, 185. his charaCl:er, and 
fecret tranfatl:ions with Edward JIJ. 186. he is !hut 
up in the Louvre, ib. the charaCl:er and behaviour of 
his countefs on this occafion, 187. !he engages Ed
ward to embrace her interefts, ib. obftinately de
fends Hennebonne caft1e, till fuccoured by the Fng
lifh, 188. !he is pro.tetl:ed by the Englifh king in 
perfon, at the head of a great army, 189. is 
included in a truce with\ the French king, ib. 
the truce is broke, and the war commences a
gain, I go. the countef,, reinforced by the Englifh, 
difperfes the army of Charles of Blois, and takes 
him prifoner, zoo. at the peace of Bretigni, the dif
ferences bt tween the families of Blois and Mountfort, 
are referred to arbitration, 22 I. but the war con
tinuing, the young count of Mountfort gets pof
feflion of the whole duchy, 222. 

'MountJ~y, lord, is appointed deputy of Ireland, iv. 688. 
his promifing fucceJl'ts, give a new life to the ~een's 
authority there, ib, learns from Elfex his fcheme 
relative to the fuccefiion to the crown, 694. the 
lord ceputies fentiments on it, 695. he greatly har
raffes the rebels, 704. beats the rebels and Spaniards, 
"'05. obliges Tyrone to deliver himfelf up, and 
~nake an abfolute furrender of his life and fortune, 
to the Q!cen's pleafure, 712. 

Mrdgra,ve, carl of, his charaCler, vi. 45r. 
J1.Iu"jle1·, bi!hop of, makes r.n irruption into Holland, 

vi, 16::;, dies, 419. 
J'fim·den, his account of the !late of the kingdom, in 

Elizabeth's time, iv. 734• 
Mu:der, antiently punilbed by fine, i, 15t• the prices 

of the fe\eral heads of men, ib. how punifhed by 
Henry H. 316. of a clergyman, how punilhed an
t:ently, 317. andhow, byHeoryli. 318. 

lvi11r,aJ, is alarmed at the preferment of the earl of Le
.nox, and his _fan lord Darnley, iv. 46z. comes to 
London, ardis fedt ced by O,:;:een Elizabeth, to gil'e 
fa:fe tcftimony for her, 46+ is ill ufed by her on 
that or·r:alin.,, ib. rerurns to Edinburgh, and is re
conciLd to Q;:,cen M<ny, ~68. i, acquitted by the 
parliame lt and refrored tJ his ell:ate and honours, 

46:). rctir·cs to Fnrce, 4fl z. is appointed regent, 
by. an infbument under ~c~en ~ary's hand, 4.85. 
arnves from France, and takes pof,eilion of h1s office, 

4s6. vifits the ~een, and treats her hadhly, ib. a 
pO\',errul faClion is tcrmed.~gainH him,. ib: 487. is 
caLed upon by Q:!e,,n Eliz:~beth, to Jufbfy .h1s COil· 

E X. 
duCt: to Q!een Mary, 491. to which he fubmits, ib~ 
is appointed by tlie Scots, one of the commiffioners to 
to enquire into ~een Mary's conduct, 492. an
fwers Q!een Mary's complaints before the Englilh 
commiffioners, 493, 494· why determined not to 
pufh his accufation againil: <l!!een Mary, to the ut
moft, 494· has a private conference with the duke 
of Norfolk, ib. propofes queries to ~een Eliza
beth, 495'· being encouraged by that ~een, brings 
a pofitive. charge againil: Q!een Mary, 496. is 
obliged to produce the evidences of her guilt, 497· 
is, with others, accufed by ~een Mary, as 
guilty of her hufband's murder, SO I. the abfurdity 
of this charge, ib. soz. is difmiffed by ~een Eli
zabeth, with marks of favour, ib. is faid to have 
propofed the duke of Norfolk's marriage with Q£een 
Mary, 5c9. his reafons for diflimulation in this af
fair, 51 o. informs Q!een Elizabeth, of Norfolk's 
confpiracy, 5 I 2. confines the Earl of Northumber
land in the caftle of Lochleven, 5 I 5. receives let
ters from Qpeen Elizabeth, and from Q£een Mary, 
51 6. his anfwer to Q£een Elizabeth, ib, 517. is 
affaflinated, 517. his charatl:er, ib. 

Murray ane Dougla.fs, invade England. See Scotland. 
Mvfiovy, firft intercourfe of, with European powen, iii. 

4oz. an account of the trade with it, iv. 732• 
and of the national tranfaB:ions with its Czar, ib. 

N. 

N AJAR A, battle of, ii. zz6. 
Nantz, a city, falls to Henry II. by th~ death 

of his brother Geoffry, ii, 269. he obtains poffef-
fion of it, ib. the important advantage thereby 
gained, z68. ineffetl:ually befieged by the French, 
iii. 24· 

Navarre, king Ch3rlcs, his charaCler, ii. 20. his 
kingdom is attacked by John, king of France, 
208. he is thr011 n into prifon, 2c9. m~kes his 
ercape, 217. his faction is affill:ed by the king of 
England, z 18. he rivals that king, in his pretcn
fions to the French crown, zzo. is rell:ored to all his 
h~nours and poffeffions, by the peace of Bretigni, 
z z 1. . in another war with the French kinz, is made 
a prifoner, 223, ~ 

- a kingdom, inv~ded, and wholly fubdued hy 
Spani!h troops, iii. 88. king of, Albert, flies to 
France for fuccour, ib. a French army at
tempts to replace the expelled monarch, 114. king 
of, a prince of the blood of France, is excluded from 
all offices, iv. 430. and feized, by the influence of 
the houfe of Guife, 431. l::ut on the king's death, 
made lieutenant of the kingdom during rlre minority, 
ib. joins the· catholics, 448. commands at the 
fiege of Rouen, where he is mortally wounded, 450. 

- prince of, commands the Hugonots againft the 
catholics in France, 530. is fpared by the king, at 
the maffacr.e of Hugo •• ots, 54 z. but forced to mnke 
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a !how of changing his religir n, ib. flies from court, 
and heads the HJgonots, 5 46. by the death of the 
duke of Anjou, becomts heir of the French crown, 
584. forms a confederacy with the French king, 
649· and. on his death, aifumcs the government of 
the kingdom, ib. affill:td by ~cen Elizabeth, ib. 
6~o. obliged by the duke of l'arma, to raife the 
blockade of Paris, 650. further aided by ~ecn 
Elizabeth, 6) I. but obliged by the fame duke, to 
raife the fiege of Rauen, ib. though furthex affill:cd 
by ~een Elizabeth, is more unfuccefsful, 65z. his 
politic conduCt, with refpect to the ti\O religions, 
658. embraces the catholic religion, 659.' a,;J 
forms a new league with Queen Elizabeth, ib. de
clares war againfl: the king of Spain, 661. is further 
affifted frora England, 66 z. receives overtures of 
peace from the king of ::pain, 670. concludes a 
treaty of peace with· Spain, 67 I. curious anecdotes 
between h m and the Engii!h ambaifador, at the 
c:;urt of France, 693· appears averfe to the Scots 
fucceffion, but acqu:ekes in it, 702. an interview 
with him, is defired by ~een Elizabeth and him. 
felf, oot laid afide, ib. the conformity of his fenti
ments in politics, with thole of that ~een, 703. 
what he owed to ~een E izabeth, at the time of her 
death, 729. 

Nacoigation A"'l, _rejected by the kir;g, ii. 384. enact
ed, vi. 39· fufpended, 21z. 

Na'Vy, firft dl:ablifhed by king Alfred, i. 6o. number 
of, in~een Elizabeth's timr, h. 733· ftateof, in the 
reign of James I. v. I 2z. difobeys the admiral, J4I. 

is equiped by writs ifl'ued out of the privy-counci', 
1 s 2. ftate of, in the reign of Charles I. z 27. de
clares for the p3.rliament, again!!: the king, 330. 
part of it defens to the prince of Wales in Holland, 
441. that fquadron is fubjet:led to prince Rupert, 
See Rupert. 

- republican. See Blake. 
- royal, fubjeCled to prince Rupert. See Rupert. 

to the duke of York. See York, duke of. to Al
bemarle. See Albemarle. to Strickland, and muti
nies againft him, vi. 4z1. ftate of, between the 
reftoration and revolution, vi. 4+6. 

D 

Naylor, James, a quaker, his hiftory, vi. 122. 

Necromancy, Stacey, an eccldiafiic, condemned on that · 
account, ii. 416. 

Ntro, Roman emperor, makes Suetonius Paulus go
vernor of Britai rr, i. 6. 

Nervi/, R2lph, cre.1ted earl of Wellmoreland, ii. 263. 
- S1r Harry, accufed by Eifex, as one of his con

federates. iv. 699· is on that account thrown into 
prifon, and feverely perfecuted, ib. 

- Sir John, heads an infurreClion in Yorkfhire, 
iii. 243· is fuppreifed, and executed, ib. 

Newark, befieged and relieved, v. 368, the king, 
Charles I. there delivers himfelf up to the Scots 
army, 4Io. it is furrendered to the Scots, 411. 

Ne•wburn upon 'Tyne, battle of, v. 240· 
Newlntry, firft battle of, v. 357· fecond battle there, 373• 

E X. 
Ne<U•cpjl/e, town of, taken by the Scots, v. 24c. 

marquis of, is forced to leave the fiege of 
Hull, v. 356. retreats before Fairfax, 368. is 
beaten, 370. his charac1er, ib. goes abroad, 371. 

]l'ecupcrt, treaty of, v. 442. 
Newton, Sir lfaac, his charafter, vi. 450. 
Nim,'gum, a congrefs there, vi. 248. reace there 

made, z63. ratifild by all the powers intcreited 
therein, 264. 

Nvbd.ty, their tafte for luxury begins, iv. 736. their 
houfes and bui)dings defcribt:d, ib. titles of, fold, 
vi. 46. prices of, ib. 

Nonco'!formijls, ropi01, odious to the houfe of commons, 
v. 29. compo .. wdcd with, ISZ· a new commif. 
:lion for compounding with them, is iffued, 19S. 

----- protei1, nt, favoured by the houfe of com
mon', v. z9. See Puritans. 

Norfolk, earl of, a prince of the blood of England, en
ters into a confpiracy with the ~een, againll: Ed
ward II. ii, 144. is made one of the lords of the 
regency, during the minor:ry, 156. unites in coun
cils with Lancafter and Kent, I 59· is beheaded 
by the parliament convened at Salifbury, I6o. 

- duke of, offers to prove the innocence of the 
crime charged on him by Hereford, ii. z6a.. is ba.· 
nifhed the kingdom for life, 265. ' 

--- duke of, another, oppofes the reforma'ion, iii. 
185, 186. commands the king's troops againft the 
northern infurret:lhn, 216, his prudent conduct in 
that expedition, ib. z 1 7. he defeats a party of 
them, 217. puts many of their leaders to death 
\<ry fummarily, z18. commands the Englifh army 
againil: the Scots, 25 z. his many fe: vice;, and great 
connefli( ns, z; 5. beccmes obnoxious to the king, 
ib. 270. and fent to the Tower, a.tainted and 
condemned by the rar Lament, without trial or evi
dence, 277. his life is fa1 ed, by the death of the. 
king, ib. he is reftored to his liberty, on the acctf
fion of Qgeen Mary, 35z. is appointed one of~een 
Elizabeth's commiffioners to try the caufe between 
~een Mary, and the king and kingdom of Scot
land, iv. 49z. has a private conference with the 
carl of Murray, 49:. liflens to a propoCt! for ef
poufing Qgeen Mary, 49)· his charaftcr, and great 
influence, 509. his firil: confpirary, and the fource 
of his misfortunes, ib. his m1rriage \vith Q_uten 
Mary, is propofeJ by the earl of 1\Ium.y, )IO. his 
motives for gaining the favour of the nobdiry in that 
enterprize, before he a!k:cd the 02e,,n's confenr, 
ib. co~tinues. to make in:erdl: \\ ~ch the. nobility 
and forergn pnnc_es, . to promote h1s marnage, ib, 
5 12. h:s del!gn IS d1fcovered to Q::een Elizabeth 
by. Murray, ib, . tries in .vain to amufe ~ee~ 
E.Izabeth, 5'3· Js taken mto cuitody, and fent 
to the Tower, ib. feveral of his friends confin
ed, ib. ufes his endeavours to fupprefs an infur
rect:on in favour of ~een Mary, 514. is releafed 
from the Tower, and can fined to his own houfe on 
conditions, 515. renews his corrcfpondence with 
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~een M"ry, s 36. confents to adopt Rodolphi's fcheme 
of (ubverting ~een Elizabeth's government, ib. 53 7. 
his guilt is d•lcovered by Cecil, ib. is tried, and 
condemned by his peers, 53 8. and fo: n after exe
cuted, ib. 

Normandy a,~d Normans, how fo named, i. 98. duke 
of, \VJ!liam, is fucceeded by Richard, in the go1·crn
rnent of the duchy, 99· duke of, Richard, gives 
his filler Emma, in marriage, to king Ethelred, ib. 
duke of, Robert, fucceiror of Richard, dies in a pil
grimage to the holy land, 1 I I, natives of, are ca
reffed in the court of England, 115. duke of, Wil
liam, fon of Roberr, is verbally nominated fucceifor 
to the Englifh crown, 122, the charac1er of the in
habitants of this duchy, I30. their behaviour in 
England, on their landing, with the Conqueror at 
their head, '37· 'their behaviour after the battle of 
Haning,, 140. the rigours of their government in. 
England, I 7 S. more rig ours there, I 78. the duchy 
falls to Raben's fhare, at the death ofthe Conqueror, 
203. is, with'Maine, mortgaged to William Rufus, 
king of England, 2l3· duke of, Robert, fets out 
for the holy land, ib. the charaCter of the Norman 
fettlers in England, 225. the component members of 
the affembly of the ilates of this duchy, 409. fort 
of government, by them, introduced into En)and, 
410. the power of their church, 422. their civil 
laws, ib" their manners, 423. the duchy is con
quered by the French king, 365. ceded by Henry 
IIl. to France, ii. 33· pillaged by Edward III. 
192· 

Northampton, a national fynod there, ii. 280, which 
condemns Becket, 281. ba:tle of, 377· 

marquis of, a juror on Somerfet's trial, 
iii. 336. ordered into cuftody by ~een Mary, but 
pardoned, 3 )2. 

earl of, created, v. 45'· 
Northumlerlfuid, a kingdom, firJl ei1:Jblilhed, 1. 18. IS 

divided, 31. diifolved, 32. . 
----- earl of, rebels againft Henry IV. ii. 

287. his eldeft fon, gives,the king ba<tle at Shrewf
bury, z88. is there difcomfited and flain, 289. the 
ecrl is pardoned, ib. flies into Scotland, 291. the 
family is extinCt for want of i{fue, 1ii. 3 3 5. 

duke of, created, iii. 335· his am-
bition, ib. his expedient to fccure a majori y in the 
boufe c f commons, 3 i o. his expeCl:arions thereby 
1mfwered, 341. his fcheme to chwge the fucce11ion, 
J42· removes all, except !lis emiiiaries, from about 
the king, 343· his beh:<v.our in the council, whfn 
the fucceilion was there changed, 344· diftr.iffes the 
king's phyficians, 345· his fcheme to bring the two 
princdfes, Mary aod L<:lizabeth, intO his powc:r, 34 S. 
cades lady Jane S:~}mcur to be proclaimed, H'J· 
takes on him the com m.1nd of the forces deHined w· 
fu rport lacy Jane's title, 3 50· is deferted by his fvl
lowers, and taken illlo cuitocly, 3) 1. tried ;;nd ex·~
cuted, 352. 
--- earl of, heads a party in favour of 
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Mary, ~een of Scot', iv. 51 z. refufes to obey a 
fum mons to cou: t, and joins an infurrection in her fa
vour, 514· is forced to fly into Scotland, where he 
is confined in Lochleven cail:le, 515. is delivered 
up to ~een Eliz·:beth, 539· and ex:cuted, ib. 

N,rthumberlmzd, earl, general of the army againft the 
Scots, v. 24!. is the parliament's chief co'mmiffioner 
at Oxford, 339· 

Norway, maid uf. See Margaret. 
Nottingham, earl of, is created duke of Norfolk, iii 

263. See N01foU. degraded from his ducal title, 
2 74· 

countefs of, her difcovery on her death- bed, to 
~een Elizabeth, iv. 713. how received, ib. 

0. 

O A 1' S, Titus, his plot, vi. 27)· his narrative. 
279. he is penfioned by the parliament, 286. 

confined, 290. fined, 364. conviCted of perjury, 379• 
Obdam, Dutch admiral, engages the duke of York, 

vi. 164. his fhip blown up, ib. . 
Obdure, earl of Devonlliire, kills Hubba, the noted 

Danifh conjurer, i. 5 I. 
Obedience, paflive, a bill for it brought into the houft: of 

peers, vj, 24 2. pafred there, 243. dropt in the. 
houfe of commons, ib. 

Odo, archbi!hop of Canterbury, his fupercilious 'and 
cruel behaviour to a princefs of the royal blood, i. 
51. his charaCter, as tranfmitted by the monks, 
sz. 

- bilhop of Baieux, uterine brother of the Con
queror, is left guardian of the realm, by William the 
Conqueror, i, 1 ;:o. is arreiled and imprifoned by 
him, 198. and never releafed during the Conqueror's 
life, ib. engages in a con(piracy againfl: William 
Rufus, 204-. which is foon (uppreffed, 205. 

Ojfa, fuccceds Kinred, in the kingdom of Macia, i. 
34. makes a league with Charlemag:1e, 3 5. d!es, 
ib. an account of h:s poHerity, t 11 Me•wt. is co.rr
qllered by Egrert, 36. 

O.fficcrs, general council of. See c~zmcil of Gerteral 
Ojfi,·ers. 

Officers of State, great, a Jill of them in the reign of 
James I. v, 107. in the reign of Charles I. 462, 

Okf!.l', his trial, .vi. 14·9· 
011ea!e, Shan, a hifiory of h:m, iv. 679· his nepl,ew 

Hugh, his hifrory, 68o. his rebel hun, 68 I. See 
'11 rOJie, earl. 

-- Sir Phelim, his confpiracy, v. 287. his cruel
ties, 290. he ,, pp~nds the royal feal to a commiffion, 
29+· his death, v;. 35· · 

Ora/'·'c, pnnce of, cou!in of the heire!s of Brittany, is 
fent into Unttany to pre!' the marriJge of the ht:ire • 
with the Fre1~ch king, which he dfe-:tuat-o;, iii. 29. 

-:-- prince of, V/Jlliam, fixes hi:; re!i.Jence in tl.e 
Low-Countrie<, iv. -5c}8 •. how engaged to opp<,fe 
the Spamth cruelties there, 5+9• lues for. foreign 

61lli ili.Ul c.;. 



I N 

affiftance, and applies to France and England, 5 50. 
is called on to proteCt the' United Provinces, 55 1. 

-the anfwer he receives from England, ib. he is af-
fafiinated at Delft, 583. . 

Orange, prince of, Maurice, is eleCled governor of the 
United Provinces, in place of Leicefter, 6z8, 629. 
the partizans of England unanimoufly obey him, 629. 
he recovers fome towns from the duke of Parma, 630. 
gains. the great battle of Turnholt, 663. another, 
his adminiftration in Holland, and military genius, 
v. 103· 

--- William, prince of, marries princefs Mary, 
daughter of Charles I. v. 282. who leaves England, 
and embarks for Holland, 319. encourages Englilh 
officers in the Low-countries, to engage in the king 's 
army againft the parliament, 3 31. returns to Eng
land, vi. 13 5. dies, ib. 
-- William, prince of, fon of the preceeding, is put 

under the tuition of De Wit, vi. 167. his charaCter, 
21 5. encourage~, and is beloved by the Dutch 
army, 216. is made a commander in the army, 
219. is forced to retire into Holland, ib. is chofen 
Stadtholder, 223. rejeCts the French propofals to 
feduce him, 226. the French general breaks into 
his trenches, 227. he reconciles De Ruyter and 
Tromp, Dutch admirals, 232. joins the Imperia
lifts, 233· fight_s the French at Seneffe, 241. wit
ne1fes the furrender of Bouchain, without being able 
to relieve it, 249• is beaten at St. Orner, 252. vi
fits king Charles II. of England, 256. marries the 
princefs Mary, the king'sneice, 257. plans a peace, 
25 s: leaves England, z 59· attacks the duke of 
Luxemburgh at St. Dennis, z64. feconds the ap~ 
plications of Spain to England, 367. hii conduCt, 
with refpett to England, after his marriage, 412• 
he forms a league againfl: France, 413· refufes to 
concur with the meafures i:>f James II. 414. refolves 
to oppofe them, 416. is applied to by the Englilh 
nation, for affiftance, 417. determines to affift them, 
418. makes preparations for that purpofe, 419. 
caufes a declaration to be difperfed all over the na
tion, 423. purport of it, ib. lands at Torbay, 424. 
is requefted by divers peers and bilhops, to a1fume 
the adminiftration of the government, 433· fum
mons a convention of the efl:ates, to meet at W efl:
minfter, 4 34· his highnefs and. the princefs, his 
fpoufe, are declared King and ~een of England, 
435· and the crown is fett!ed on that illu1trious 
pair, and their progeny., 440. 

Ordeal, what, i. 159. how regulated by Henry If. 
316. 

Ordinance of both houfes, rife of, v. p2. felf-deny
ing, what, 422 • 

. ' of the houfe of commons, the firft, v. 45 I. 
Orkney, duke of, that title conferred on earl Bothwell, 

iv. 478. he is married by the bilhop of o,kney, a 
proteftant divine, to Q.!!een Mary, 479· eJfea of 
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this meafure on the public, 480, 4S 1. a confede~ 
racy formed againft him, 48z. his miferable end. 
ib. See Mary and Scotland. 

Orleans, a city, befieged, ii. 33 3· provilions of all 
forts brought to. the befiegers, 334· the garrifon is 
reduced to great ilraits, 335· convoys of provifions 
conduCted into it, by the Maid of Orleans, 338. 
the garrifon, by her perfuafions, attacks the beJieg
ers, 339· fiege of, raifed, 34 r. 
-- duke of, -Lewis, di1fenfions between him and 

the duke of Burgundy, ii. 303. is affaffinated by the 
partizans of the duke of Burgundy, ib. 
-- young duke of, affifl:ed by the princes (}f the 

blood,makes war with the duke ofBurgundy, ii. 304. 
hi1 adherents, how called, ib. the pop-ulace of 
Paris declare on ,his fide, 305-. caufes the duke of 
Burgundy to be expelled France, 306, 307. is made 
a prifoner, by the Englilh, at A2incour, 309. the 
atrempts of his rival, the duke of Burgundy, to re
inflate himfelf in power, 311. his partizans are 
butchered in Paris, 312. his enemy is a!fa!Iinated 
by his partizans, 3 I 3. ranfom off~ red to England, 
fc>r the duke of Orleans, 3 s z. he is reteafed, and 
the duke of Burgundy pays his ranfom, t353· 
-- duke of, Lewis, cabals againfl: the admioifl:ra

tion, and retires out of France, j,j, 20. commands 
the troops of Brittany againfl: France, 2 r. gover.m; 
the cQurt of Brittany, 23. and influences it to rejeCt 
the mediation of Henry of England, 24, is made 
a prifoner at St. Aubin, 25. obtains his liberty, 
29· ' ' 
-- duke of, ·married to the princefs Henrietta of 

England, vi. 13). her death, 204. 
-- Maid of, an accOunt of her, ii. 3 H· is wn

dutted to the French court, 336. her requefts are 
complied with, 337· conducts a convoy of provi
fions into the city of Orleans, while be!iege9 by the 
Engliih, 338. animates the garrifon, 3 39· engages 
them to fally oat upon the befiegers, 340. caufes 
the fiege to be raifed, 34 ~. fl:ands by the k:ng, with 
her banner difplayed, till he is crowned and anointed at 
Rheims, 342. her declaration after the ceremony, 
344• captivity of, ib. fhe is tried at Rouen, for 
forcery and magic, 345· condemned to peroetual 
imprifonment, 346. b_urnt as a relapfe, 347· ' 

natural fon of, count Dunois, how he managed 
w.ith the Maid of Orleam, in the affair of the convoy, 
ii. 338. another inftance of his prudence in that af
fair, 339· is fuppofed to have prompted her in all 
her meafures, 341. his difcourfe with her a~ Rheims, 
3H· he obliges the duke of Bedford to raife the 
fiege of Lagne, 347· conquers Guienne, from the 
Englilh, 359· commands under the duke his father, 
in the army of the duke of Brittany, againft France, 
iii. 21. is fecret!y gained by France, to favour the 
marriage of the French king, with the heirefs, 28. 
the conclufion of which, he effectually prefies, 29. 
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Ormond, aa:vl of, general of the Englilh fmces in Ire
land, his ad vice to the lords juftices on the breaking 
out of the rebellion there, v. 293· he prevails on the 
lords jullices. to remain loyal to the king, 361. a
grees to a ceffdtion. of arms with the Irilh rebels, 362. 
fends forces to the king's afliflance in England, 363. 
their fate in England, 367. he delivers.Dublin, and 
ether fort-", to the parliament!s officers, 41 z.. retires 
to France, vi. 6.. now a marquis, returns to Ire
land, 7. is defeated by the parliament's forces, II. 

leavfs. the ifland, 12. engage~ in a confpiracy a
ga:rill: Cromw.ell, and efcapes, 86. now a duke, is 
made lord~ lieutenant of Ireland, 19~. di.fcovers and 
defeats Blood's confpiracy againft him, 207.. is re
mov.ed from the Engli!h miniftry, 338. and from 
the government of Ireland, 339· fent over again, 
i'b. and once more recalled, 396. 

- duke of, fon of the former, deferts king 
James's intereft, vi. 426._ reads,. the prince of 
Orange's. proclamation to the ua.iverfity of Oxford~ 
42~ . 

Orre~, lord, an anecdote of-; v. 431. 
Vflec. See Wt..r/Jec. 
Cjborne's account of Q2een Elizabeth's method of em

ploying the prerogative, iv. 720. 
0./forJ•; his char:octer, vi. 451. 
Ojred, fon of Alfred, king of Northumberland, fucceeds. 

his father in that th roue, i, 3 1. is ilain, ib.. an ac
count of his pofterity, till anarchy pre~·ails in that 
kingdom, 32. 

Oji·ic and Ea'!f;·irl, their apoll:acy, i. 3 r •. 
O}wal renounces the kingdom of Northumberland, i. 

3 r •. his piety and death, tb. 
Otbo, emperor of Germany, how treat<;d by the pope, 

i: 374· 
Ottcrlmne, battle of; ii. 2.5 8. 
Otway, his character,. vi. 45,1. 
Outla<7.IJI, their capacity to fit in parliament, doubted, 

v. 1 I.. a furth~:r controverfy about that fubj~c'l:, 

~->3· 
O'Verbury poifoned,. v. 4~• its effect. on the public, 

ib •. 
Oxford, parliament there, ii. 28. how called, ib. 

provifions of, .ib. bi!hopric of, erected,_ iii. z.z3. 
Chrift's college, there founded, 286. a parliament. 
there, v:. 1 39· a negotiation there, between kin.g 
and parliament, v. 3-39· broke. off, 340. a parlia
ment there, vL 167. another there, 3 3 z •. 

.....___ earJ of, his charatter, ii. 249. · the king's af
fection for him, occafions difcoatents among the 
barons, 250. the army under his command, is 
routed hy the duke of Glocell:er, 254. 

- earl of, is, jointly with Bedford, .trull:ed with the· 
command of an expedition againft France, iii. 32. 
commands the forces fent agamft the infurgents in the 
Well:, 46. routs them, 47· invites the king to an 
€l:,.ercainment,. 6z.. how requited, 6 3· 

P. 

P .AG E·T, fecretary, difcovers to Somerfet,. the ca
. bals of lord Se~mour, admir.~l, his brother,. 3 t 1, 

IS fent to Bruffels, m order to gam the alliance of the-
emperor, -3.24· adheres to the· protector, when de
ferted by all others, 327· 

Palatinate of the Rhine. See Fr:ederic, eleaor palatine. 
it is reftored to his fon, vi. 6z. 

Palejline, the arrival of Richard I. of England thm·,.. 
i. 339· 1hue of, at that· time,_ 34Q• a truce there 
made with Saladin, ib. 34!-

Pa!;~r, Sir Ric~tard, h~s teftimony againft Somerfet, 
m. 336.· ?e 1s taken mto cull:ody, 35_2. tried, and. 
executed,_ 1b. -

Par,. Catharine, marr-ied. to Henry VIII. i1i. z.6o. 
Pardons, the king"s powet: relative to them, regul'ated 

by parliament, ii. 281._ 
Paris, a fedition there, headed- by. its provo!!, ii. 2 I 6 .. 

which .i:s quelled, and the provoft ilain,. zt8. the af
faffi.nation of the duke of OrleaES there, 303:. great_· 
diforders there, between the B.urgundians and Ar
magnacks, 3_04J jOS• Armagnacks butchered, 
there,. 3 1 ~. • the EngJHh in , poffeffion of this city,. 
3t6. the kmg of. England crowned there,. king of 
France:, 344• this.c1ty is reil:ored, by a defection of 
the citizens, to the Frem:h king, 35:0. maif.lcre. of. 
Hugonots there, iv. 54Z-

P arliament; feudal, how confHtuted, i. 406. com-. 
mons, none of its origi_nal conftituent part, 407•·
how called- in our antJenr hifrories, 4P9·- chufe a 
proteCtor during_ the- minority of Henry UI. ii. 3<: 
obtain a.confirmation of the charter granted by king_ 
John, w-ith a few alterations, ib. prevail on the, 
king to confirm. this. charter anew, 9· the barons 
come al'med. to parliament, 1 3· the moll: rcfratlory, 
part are not fummoned to parliament~- 21. yet thofe.c 
that are fummoned, · refu(e a fupply, ib. remon
ftrate firongly againft violators of the great charter._ 
Z.4,• the extr.aordin.arx_ behaviour. ofking,,ba,ons"_ 
and prelates, . m parhament; 2 5. a fupply is granted,. 
ib.. the:' great charter is renewed in parli·Jinent, 26. 
another remonfuance of an armed parliament, 28 •. 
in another at Oxford, the power of" reforming the 

· ftate is conferred. on twenty-four barons, ib. orders for· 
and divers regulations concerning four knights of the.: 
fuire, to be chofeo in each county, to ~ttend in .paF· 
liament, zg, there to repyefent the flare of. their re,. . 
fpec.tive counties, ·ib. they confirm the ki11g's refump .... 
tion ·of the regal allthority, 36. the plan of the. 
king's future- g.overnment is there fett!ed,. ib. the .. 
fidl:, to which two members from each county, t\\O 
deputies from each. burrougn. and fome ecclefiaftics •. 
not immediate tenants of the crown, are fummoned,. 
4P~ arbitrary proceedings of, 47· the parliament 
-iumm.oned bY. the king,, after•. the battle of Evefh.arn. 
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5 t. they meet in a convention of eftates, on the 
death of Henry III. 6o. the firft parliament, fum~ 
mooed by Edward I. 6z. grants of, to the king, 
64• a· further aid is granted, 65. a new parliar 
ment is fummoned, 88. in which the corrupt judg¢s 
are punifhed, ib. is fummoned by Edward II. J,z8. 
in which Gavafton is banifhed, 1 z9. the proceed
ings of the parliament, to which the barons come 
armed, 130. the proceedings of a parliament, to 
which Lancafter's party come in arms, 139· depofe 
the king, and declare the prince regent, 146. ap~ 
point a regency for Edward III. 156. confirm a 
treaty with Scotland, I 59· condemn the earl of 
Kent tq death, 16o. condemn Mortimer for trea
fon, 161. grant fupplies, 166. other proceedings, 
ib. the extraordinary behaviour of the knights of 
the !hire, in a parliament fummoned by the guardian 
of .the realm, 174· another, fummoned by a guar
dian of the kingdom, 17 5. one, in which the king 
is prefent in perfon, ib. a proteftation of the par
liament, 177. a parliament, -to which archbilhop 
Stratford is not fummoned, 1 8z, the archbifhop's 
behaviour on that occafion, ib. extraordinary pro
ceedings, 183. an aid is granted to the king in 
wool, 184. another, in which the extraordinary 
a:Cl:s of the former are repealed, r8s. another, 
grants the king fupplies for a French war, notwich
Handing of a truce, rgo. the parliament arquires 
more authority, 233· members of, firft imprifoned 
fur fpeeches made in parliament, Z35· is fummoned 
in the minority of Rtchard II. 2.p. fettles the plan 
of government during the minority, 242. is diffolv
ed, Z+3· another, impofes poll-money, 245• con
fequences of this impofition, ib. 246. another, re
vokes the charters granted by the king, during Ty
ler and Straw's · infurretlion, 247· an ariltocracy 
is formed in parliament, 252. proceedings againft 
king Richard II's miniil:ry, 254, ZS5• 256. an ex
traordinary oath impofed on all the members of par
liament, Zlj4· judges condemned to death in parlia
ment, 255• parliament declares, that none of thefe 
trials fhall be drawn into precedent, ·zs6. members 
of fwear to maintain the forfeitures and attainders, 
ib~ annuls the ariftocracy, and abrogates the attain
der~, 261. declares the general pardon invalid, 
26z. divers fentences againft great men concerned 
in Glrcefter's faction, ib. confers on Richard II. for 

. life, the dutie, on wool and leather, z63. reverfes 
divers attainders, 2&4.. and name a committee of 
.parliament, vefted ~ith full powers, ~o cond~de a}l 
bufinefs laid before e1tner houfe of parhameot, 1b. •ts 
fummoned by the duke of Hereford, in:the name of 
Richard II. then a prifoner, z68. a charge exhi
bited in parliament againfl: Richard If. 270. the bi
lhop of Carliile's {peech in Rchard's favour, 271. 
the depofition of the ~ing,. z7 2. the duke of L~n
cqfier and Hereford, 1s ..ra1fed to the royal dJgnJty, 
;273• the proceedings of the fame members, called 

E X. 
anew, in the name of the new king, on a notice of 
fix days, ib. a law is enatled, for burning obftinate 
heretics and relapfers, 285. and that no returning 
officer, making a,n. undue return, fhall be excufed, 
by pleading the orders of the king, Z93-· the crown 
is fettled on Henry IV. and his heirs, 294• fevere 
laws enatled againft l.ollards, 302. grants to Henry 
V. a fifteenth, and confers on him for life, the duties 
on tonnage and poundage, and the fubfidies on ex
portation of wool and leather, 3' o. a fifteenth 
granted to the king, 316. the parliament affumes a 
power of regulating the kingdom, during a minority, 
contrary to the will of the late king, 3z3. the duke 
of Suffolk's impeachment and defence, 364. he i~ 
banifhed by an aa of parliament, 366. ftate .of, 
when the duke of York cl<limed the crown, 371. 
that duke is created proteCtor of the kingdom, 373· 
a parliament calle_d afcer the battle _of Northampton, 
377· in which judgment is given between Henry 
Vl. and the duke of York, 378. a law, limit~ 
jng the qualificHions of eletl ,rs, 38z. an irregular 
law, made by an irregular parliament, is anu led, 
383. permiffion given by parliament, for exporta~ 
tion of cor11, 3 ~4• the proceedinp of a parliament 
fummoned by Edward IV. 388. how guided, by 
revenge, and the views of conveniency, 3"89. the 
proceedings of a parliament fummoned by the earl of 
W arwic, 405. another, recognizes the authority of 
Edward IV. 409. grants a tenth ofland-rents, to
gether with a fifteenth and a 'q_uarter of perfonal 
eftates, 41 o. under certain conditions, 411• the 
ti.de of Richard III. rs recognifed, and tonnage and 
poundage granted to him for lrfe, 43 5-. the right of 
members attainted to take feats, is poftponed ti.l 
their attainders are reverfed, iii. 7· the t t-Ie of 
Henry VII. is recognifed, and the crown entailed on. 
his iffue, ib. 8. the attainders of the partizans .of 
Lancafter, are reverfed, 8. and tonnage and pound
age granted to the king for life, 9· two fifteenths 
granted to Henry VII. and the crown valfols are im
powered to fell their eftates, without paying fine tor 
a..lienations, 3 z. a law enacted, that no perfon af~ 
fifiing the king for the time being, by arm; or other
wife, !hall be guilty of high treafon for fuch his obe
dience, 40. and to empower the king to levy all the 
fums which had been agreed to be paid by way of be
nevolence, 41. how fubfervtent to this king's will, 
s6. the king's fuit for- murde-r, ordered to be car
ried on within a year and a day, 6~. divers good 
laws, 62. and llatutes againft retainers. ih. a law. 
abrogating a by-law of the merchaats adventurers of 
the city of London, 65~ a poll-ta~, two fifteenths, 
and four-tenths, are granted to kmg Henry VlJL 
82. !upplies granted, and encreakd by Wolfey's 
prevalency, 128. procee~ings ag<linll:Wolfey, 161, 
162. about the ufurpatJons of the clergy, 163• 
grant to the king, a difcharge of all debts contracted 
flnce ~is accefiion, 164-e proceedings in confequence 
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of the fl:atute ofprovifors, 170, 171. proceedings of, 
ftopt by the plague, 172. appeals to Rome, dif
charged in feveral cafes, I 7 4· laws enacted, de
ftruetive of the pope's authority, 178. the fucceffion 
to the crown is fettled, 179· eonfer on the king, 
the title of fupreme head on earth of the church of 
England, and pafs other laws in his favour, I 8o; 
grant him a fubfidy, ib. fupprefs feveral fmaller 
monafl:eries, and grant their revenues to the king, 
I99· jurifditl:ions of great lords in Wales annulled, 
200. and a law concerning wardlhips, made ac
cording to the king's pleafure, ib. a new parliament 
fubmiffive and complaifant, 209. a new extenfion 
of the treafon laws, 21 o. a ftrong law againfl: the 
pope's authority, ib. an unlimited attachment to the 
king's perfon, appears in this parliament, 21 I. a 
committee is named, and empowered to form the fa
mous fix articles of religion, 230. fubfl:ance of, 
ib. 23 I· parliament eqllalifes proclamations royal, 
to laws, 232. pa:lfes extraordinary attai11ders, ib. 
233. confirms the furrenders of monafteries, 233· 
the abbots not fllffered to fit in parliament, 237· 
which attaints the ~een and others, 247, 248. ex
tends the treafon Jaws farther~ 24~. and enaCts 
more laws about religion, 249. grants a fubfidy, 
and efl:ablilhes a court for punilhing, the difobeyers of 
proclamations, 259· enaa a Jaw to enforce the doc
trines of the king's book, call~d the Erudition of a 
Chrifl:ian Man, ib. and. that inditl:ments mufl: be 
laid within a year after the offence, 260. a further 
fettlement; of the fucceffion, and of the royal fiile a!ld 
titles, 262, 263. an atl: for the remiffion of a loan 
f()rmerly demanded by. the king, 263. the law of 
the :fix articles mitigated, ib. fubf!.dies granted, and 
the king's fupreme headfhip over the church recognif
ed, z6:j. the king's fpeech to this parliament, ib. 
an account of the feveral parliaments fummoned by 
Henry VUI. 280. one called by Somerfet, protec
'or, 304. fiatute of fix articles refumed, ib. more 
proceeqings of, ib. 305, 306. one by the COiilnciJ of 
regency, deprives Somerfet, 3 z8. pa!fes a fevere 
act concerning riots and attempts on the life of a 
privy counfellor, 3 z9. and~ empowers the king to 
name a body of commiilioners vefl:ed with power to 
frame canon la\\ s, ib. nnews the rigorous laws 
of treafon, abrogated in the beginning of this reign, 
338. makes a law againfi ufury, ib. 'enaCts, that 
110 man lhall be conviCted of treafon, but by the oaths 
of two witne:lfes, 339· entrufts the prelates with 
providing for the poor, and punifhing qreakers of 
fundays and holyday>, ib, the fee of Durham is di
vided into two bifhoprics, 341. and a fupply grant
ed, ib. abol11hes every fpecies of treafon, not con
tained in the itature of Edward III. and every fpe

.cies of felony that did not fllbfifl: before Henry VHf. 
356. and divers other proceedings about reli.sion 
and the fucceffion, ib. the dllke of Norfolk's at
tainder is taken off, ib. ratifie~ the marriage articles 
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between the ~een and the archduke Phifip, 367• 
the di!folved bilhopric of Durham, is re-ereeted, ib. 
more laws about religion, and the law of the fix ar
ticles revived, 368. is reconciled to Rome, and ab
folved, 370. the laws againft the pope's authority, 
are repealed, ib. and the laws againfl: heretics re
vived, 371. a feceffion of the members, how~ pu
nilhed, 372, 373• tenths and fidl: fruits reftored to 
the church, 284. a fmall fupply is granted, 385. 
fupplies are granted, and fales artd grants of crown· 
lands confirmed, 398. the authority of ~een Eliza
beth recognized, 408. firft fruits and tenths reftoreci 
to the crown, and the late ereCted monafteries fup
prelfed, 409. and the ~een declared governefs of 
the church, ib. the ftatutes in king Edward VI's 
time, relative to religion, are confirmed, 41 o. bi
fhops and incumbents prohibited from alienating and 
letting loager leafes than t\\enty-one years, or three 
lives, ib. Jaws relative to religion, ib. fllbfidies 
gran ted, 4 I I, one againft rond and fantafiical pro
phecies, 45 3. laws relative to religion and fedi
tion, -462. fubfidies are granted, 471. fubfidies 
granted, 557· the ~een is empowered to name 
commiffioners for trial of any pretender to the crown, 
&c. 577• a fevere law againft jefuits and priefts, ib •. 
578. fubfidies graBted,. 578. a parliament is fum
maned, to decide the fate of Mary ~een of Scots,.. 
6o8. addrefs of, to put Mary to death, 6o9. fop
plies granted, 640. a _law enaCted againft abfenters· 
from pL1blic worlhip, 643· a fevere law againft re
cufants, 6s6. unufually large fupplies are granted~ 
657· the fame fupplies as before granted, 66g. a 
very large and unprecedented fupply, 7I r. the parfi
~ony of parliaments during this reign, 730. firft of 
James I. called, v. 9· grants fupplie,., 26. fecond 
called, 7 z. di:lfolved, 8z,. third called, 96. dif .. 
folved by his death, 106, numbers of members.of, 
in the beginning of Charles· l's reign, w7. firft of 

, Charles 1. called, 136. adjourned to Oxford, 139•· 
di:lfolved, "43· fecond called, ib, di:lfolv.ed, I so. 
third called, 16o. enaCts petjtion of right, I 7 4· is 
prorogued, 1 76. alfembled, 179· dilfolved, 1'87~· 
members of, profecuted, ib. the fuurth called, 2 J.O. 

di:lfolved, 2.36. members of, harra.lfud, ib. ftate· 
of, b,efore the feventeenth century, 238. fif(h, l01lg 
or rulllp parliament c.illed, "245. gran&s fubiidies tg 

be paid into a committee of parliament, 2 55. bor
rows money of the city,. to pay both Scots and En
glilh armies, ib. grants tonnage and poundage for 
two months only, 262. enacts a law for triennial 
parliaments, ib. and that the parliament lhall not 
be adjO!lrr;ed, prorogued, or diifolved, without its 
own confenr, 277. aboL~es the court of high-com
mjff10n and fiar-cham ber, 280. d dbands both En
gliih and Scots armies, 28"2. appoints a committee 
to :lit in the recefs, ib. levies money, af!d enlifis men. 
to qllell the Irjlh rebellion, as iSc pretended, 29-7. 
makes a,n a& for pr~ffing wen for the Irifh fervice, 

3'7· 
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~t;. abolilhes the bilhops votes in parliament, ib. 
makes an ordinance for raifing the militia, 322, af
fumes the fovereign power, 32 5. part of, goes to 
York. and part of remains at Weftminfter, 326. 
the remainder, at Weftminfter, fends the kin~ terms 
of peace, 327· fends commiffioners to Oxford to 
treat with the king, 339· _ defires affiftance from the 
Scots, 359• fubfcribes the folemn league and· cove
nant, 36o. pa!fes the felf-denying ordinance, 3 8o. 
fends commiffioners to Uxbridge~ in order to treat 
with the king, 3 8 3. orders archbilhop Laud for 
execution, 388. new models the army, 396. pub-
1ifues the Q!!een's letters ~aken at the battle of Nafe
by, 400. , fets up preiliytery all over England, 4.68. 
is difturbed by a mutiny in the army, 4' 8. falls un
der public hatred, 422. refolves to temporife with 
the army, 425. fluctuating proceedings, 429. fends 
propofitions to the king, 436. fends commiffioners 
to Newport, to treat with the king, 442. the com
mons at. Weftminfter affume the fovereign power, 
45 I. and a!fent to an ordinance for trial of the king, 
ib. ftate of,. at the demife of Charles I. vi. 3. en
large laws againft high treafon, 1 o. make the na
vigation act, 39· fet up the fleet in oppofition to the 
ar'my, 43· reply in angry terms, to the council of. 
general officers, 44· are diilipated, H· Barebone's 
parlia'ment called, 50. proceedings of, 51. refig
nation of, 5 3• a new-modeled parliament is called, 
57· di.ITolved, 6o. another fuch is called, 77· 
makes the prote8:or an olfer of the royal p~er, 79· 
which being rejeB:ed. 81. the humble petition and 
;J.dvice i$ framed, 82.. the parliament is diH'olved~ 
~4· a third of the fame fort is called b_y Rich-ard 
Cromwell, .94· is di!folved, 96. the long, or 
rump parliament, is-re.alfembled, 97· fupprefies in
furreB:ions of royalifis, 99• is again expelled, 100. 
re-a!fumes ita aCtivity, 107. receives the excfuded 
members, I I 1. .di!foJ ves itfeJf, and appoints a new 
parliament to be called, ib. a new parliament meets, 
11 5. receives a letter from the king, 1 1.6. invites 
him ove·r, 117. is recognized a parliament by the 
king, IJI. grants a genera} aCJ: of ind~mnity under 
~ few exceptions, 132. fettles a revenue on the 
king ·for life, ib. grant$ to him the tonnage and 
poundage for the fame term, 13 3· t:ftablilhes a poft-of
nce, 13)· wine licences, ib. and more a!felfments, 136. 
is dilfolved, ib. another is cal'ed, 143· which en
larges the hws againil high ·treafon, 144· i proceed
ings relative to .the coven.:nt,. biffiops, and the power 
of the [word, ib. the corporat:on aa made, 1-45. 
the uniformity aB:, 146. the militia act regula!ed, 
!.47· the trenniaJ act repealed, I 59· meeting of,_ 
at Oxford, 167. where the five mile act is palfed,' 
ib. commiffioners appointed to decide fuch quellions 
as may arife about the fire·of London, 17 3. prohi
bits the importation of Iriili cattle, 194· grants 
a fuppJy, 198. i~~owers the king to. fell the fee
farm rents, ib. rnmgates the act agamft conventi
cles, 199· paifes the Coventry. act,. 207. grants a.. 

fupply, 228. an aa of indemnity, 230. is di(,. 
folved, 292. charaB:er of, ib. another p~rliamenr, 
is called, 295- the habeas corpus aB: pa!fed, 303· 
the parliament is di!folved, ·3o6. another is called~ 
317. complexion of, 318. proceedings of, 319. 
di!folution of, 3 3f, the fucceeding parliament is 
called to Oxford, 332. lS dHTolved, 3 34· ·called. 
by king James If. 37-8. proceedings of, with refpeB:: 
to the revenue and further fupplies, 379· attaints 
Monmouth, 3.8o. · grants further fupplies, ib. is 
di!folved, 390. called by the prince of Orange, un
der the name of a: convention, 434· fettles the crown 
on his highnefs, and the princefs his fpoufe, 440: 

Parliament, Scots, recognifes the maid of N-orway,_ 
heirefs of that crown, ii. 69. agreement of, with. 
Edward 'I, ib. 70. on her death, makes a reference 
to the Englilh, of the competition between the feveral 
candidates for the throne, 7'· invited to attend. "the 
Englilh king a,t Nor ham, and ,attends him accordingly,-
76. their behaviour on that occafion, 77· afi'em
bled at Edinburgh, acknowleges Baliol to be king 
of Scotland, 167. forfeits the exiled lords, 46s ~ 
tries, and acquits the earl of Murray, 469. fum
mooed by the earl of Murray, regent; condemns< 
Mary ~een of .Scots to perpetual imprifonment,.,, 
472. ratifies her demiffion of the crown, andre
cognifes the tftle of the young king and his regent,_ 
486. appoints commiffioners to manage a treaty: 
with ~een Elizabeth, relative to ~een Mary, 519~ 
enaB:s a law ag.ainft falfehoods and indecent expref
:llons uttered by clergymen in their pulpits, 57 5· 
confirms the articles of Perth, v. 217. called by 
Charles I. 228. diminilhes the power of the mo-
narch, 229. orders the terms of pacification to be 
read in all churches, 283. and fets afide the lords 
of articles, ib. enaB:s a law fur triennial parlia
ments, 284. and divers Jaws derogatory to the roy
al power, ib. meets in convention, 3 58~ takes the: 
folemn league and covenant, 359- and tranfrnits, 
it to England, ib. appoints a large army to be 
raifed in fupport of the king's authority, 439· is op
pofed by the general ~ifembly then fittmg, 440 .. 
caufes king Charles I'I. to be proclaimed at Edinburgh, 
vi. 4· condemns the earl of Montrofe to fulfer as a, 
traitor, 17. is convened by king Charles II. 140. 
proceedings of, ib. again, by king Charles II. 187. 
proceedings of, ib. 1-68, 189. grams a fecond ge
JJeral act of indeamity, 31·0. fum moned a era in by 
Charles II 3+3· proceedings of, ib. is fu~moned 
by James H. 387. proceedings of, ib. is fummon-, 
ed to meet in a convention by the pr:nce of Orange. 
4 H• offers the crown and royal d1gnity of 'Scotland 
to that pr:nce, and the pnncef, his fpoufe, and their 
heir~, 435'· 

Pandolph, legate of Rome, obtains-of king John tore
fign the kingdom to the Pope, 377· receives he
mage from the King for his kingdom, 378. his ac
count of this affair to the French King, 379; 

Parma, duke of, fu<:ceeds the duke.of Alva in the ga
_vernment: 
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.vernment of the Low-Countries, iv. 55 3· I. is fucceffes 
in the Nether lands ()blige me fl:ates to fue for forergn 
fuCC9urs, s84. defeats the earl of Leiceiler, s89· 
befieges and takes Sluife, 628. diffuades the King 
of Spain from invading England, .630. refufes to 
join the Armada, <638. obliges the French King to 
raife the blockade of Paris, 650. but lofes fome 
·towns in the Low-Countries, ib. ra,fes the fteg.e of 
Roiien, 651, 6sz. . 

P ~rma, dutchefs of, left governefs of the .Low-Coun
tries, iv. 53'3· but without power to aCt according 

.to her own inclinations, ib. · 
Parry, a catholic, his confpiracy againfl: Q:!een Eliza

beth, iv. 58z. is deteCted, 583. and he is exe
cuted, ib. 

Partin firfl: formed, v. 72. court party favourable to 
napifl:s, q.o. country party to puritans, ib. . their 

lfiate at the beginning of the civil wars, 329, at 
the beginning of- the commonwealth, vi. I. in 
I6)8, 86. in 1659• 98. in 166o, 118. in 1079, 
3 1 o. dividtd into petitioners arid abhorrers, 3 1 5. 
w bigs and·tories, 3 16, coalition of parties, 435. 

Partridge,. Sir Miles, imprifoned for high treafon, iii. 
336. tried, condemned, and executed, 337· 

.Raj a! II. pope of Rome, his tranfaetions with Hen· 
ry I. of England, i. 232. his haughty anfwer to 

-Henry's minifter, 233, his fituation during this 
quarrel, .2:35· he excommunicates Henry's minifter, 
ib. an accommodation between them, 236. 

Paflurage, ·.fl:ateof,.in the reign of Henry Vli. iii. 285. 
Paul Ilt made pope, iii. I 93. his refentment againll: 

Henry VIII. ib. _ 
- JV. hls refentment againft Q:!een Mary for 

raking the title of Qleen of Ireland, iii. 383. in
fiil:s for refl:itution of church-lands and Peterpence, 
ib. refufes to crown Ferdinand King of the Ro
mans, 3 87. his extravagant pretenfions and impo
litic conduct, ib. his infolence on the notification 
of ~een Elizabeth's acceffionto the throne, iv. 405. 

Pa·via, battle of, iii. 106. 
Peen, v. hat, and whence this denomination arofe, i. 

402. a council of them fummoned, ii. 286. a 
great council of them called, v. 242. 

houfe of. See Lords houfe. 
Pellihrokr., earl marefchal of England, hip -power by 

his office, ii • .z. is chofen protector of the kingdom 
during the minority of Henry III. 3. applies by a 
kind letter ro the difcontented barons, 4· bdiege; the 
French in Lincoln, ~· makes a pacification with them 
and the diicontented barons, 6. his adminifl:ration 
and death, 7. 

--- created duke of Bedford, iii. 6. 
--- is one of the jurors on Somerfet's trial, iii. 

336
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and Ofwin King of the Northumbridns, 31- and 
unites that kingdom with his own, ib. 

Penr;•, a Brownift, his cafe, iv_. 725. fentence and 
cx~ution, 728. 
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Perth, a violent infurreClion there, iv. 420. articles 

of, v. 217. battle of, _242. 
Peter, the hermit, his complaint againft the Turk5, 

i. 210. he becomes a leader of feveral thoufands of 
men, zu. See Crufodes. 

- of Pomfret, another hermit, his prophecy, 
i. 378. his punifhment, ib. . 

- King of Cf}ftile. See Caflile. 
--- biihop of Winchefter, jointly with Hubert de 

Burgh, high juftidary, fucceeds the earl of Pembroke 
in the government of England during the minority 
of Edward llf. ii. 7· quells rebellions; 8. con
firms the great charter now complained of as infring
:ed, 9· refigns his power into the hands of the ~ing, 
now of age, 10. his advice to the king when prime 
minifl:er, 13. his violent adminiftration, 14. is 
d.fplaced, ib. 

Peterborough, biihopric of, eretl:ed, iii.· 223. 
Peterpence, payment of, fufpended for a fuort time by 

Henry II. i. 287. 
Petition, humble, and advice, framed, vi. 8z. con

firmed, 94· 
Petitions regulated hy parliament, vi. Iff· 
- tumultuary encouraged, v. 31 5· for court 

punHhed, 316. recommenced, vi. 31 5· 
Philip, archduke of Auftria, fon of Maximilian, Em

peror, and the heirefs of Burgundy, is bred up under 
his mother in fhe Low-Countries, iii, 15. has an in
terview with Henry VII. at Calais, 5 z. endea\'ours 
to acquire that monarch's friendflnp, ib. 5 3• be
comes King of Caftile under the name of Philip I. 
57. and in his journey to Spain is forced into Eng
land by florms, ib. where he has another inter
view with Henry VII. ib. 58, 59· where Henry 
complains to him of the reception which he gives 
the earl of Suffoik, 58, 59· is forced to deliver up 
the earl, 59• the death of the King of Caftile, 
ib. .. 

---- fon of Charles V. of Spain, is propofed as 
a hufband to Q:!een Mary of England, iii. 359· 
marries her, 361. arrives in England, 369. his 
popular behaviour, ib. endeavours to acquire more 
popularity by procuring the releafe of feveral pri
foners, 3 7 I. his artifice to remove the reproach of 
cr..~e!ty from himfelf, 380, 381. goes over to Flan
ders, .384. his indifference and negletl: of ~een 
Mary greatly affeCts her, ib. 3 8 ~. is put in poffef
fion of the Empire and Spain and his father's o.her 
dominions by his refignation, 386 his ingrdtitude 
to his father, 387. attempts to embark England in 
a war with France, -388. comes to England and 
fucceeds in that gefign, 391. on the death of~een 
Mary, offers himfelf as a huJband to ~een Elizabeth, 
405'. makes peace with France, ·413. at the court:' 
of Rome, opp0fes the iffuing of a bull of excommu
nication againfl: Q:!een Elizabeth, 41 ~· charaaer 
of, 445. he iffues rigorous orders for the perfecu
t on of heretics in the Low Coun•ri.:s and, a:J over 
his dtminions, 446. his animofity ~gainfl ~~en 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth begill'S to,appear, 447• forms a fecret al
liance with the princes of the boufe of Guife for the 

D 

_ flilppreffion of herefy, 44.9· his unrelenting temper 
terrifies h~s fubjeCl:s in the Low-Countrie',. 5 33· 
whom he leaves under the power of a cardinal, ib. 
the effeCl: of his cruel defigns in the Low-Countries, 
534· the government of which he entrufts- with the 

- duke d' Alva, ib. differences- break out and are ap
peafed between him and England, 53i· his gover
nor's cruelty to the Flemings, ib. h1s ambaffador in 
England forms a fcheme for fubverting ~een Eliza
beth's government, 536. in which are concerned 
the Pope and du$e D' Alva, 537• the event of this 
project, ib. 538, 5 39· his violences and crueltiis 
in the Low. Countries are a branch. of the fame pro
jea, 544• fimilarity of his charaB:er with that 
of the then French King, ib. prevails with Q::.een 
El zabeth to deny his fugitive fubjeas entrance into 
her dominions, 548. and the people in Holland and 
Zealand and other parts of the Low-Countries fly to 
arms; 548. fOfm an union, 549· an embaffy to 
mediate for them is fent to Philip by ~een Elizabeth, 
55 r. their protection is embraced by ~een Eliza
beth, 55 2· and this prince diffembles his refent-· 
ment againfl: the Q:!een, 553· and confides tne go
vernment of the United Provinces with the prince of 
P.arma, ib. fends. forces into Ireland to fuppor.t the 
rebels there, s6o. diJpofcs of the money which he 
receives from Qgeen ELzabeth upon the rebels i'n 
Ireland, -and in an enterprize againft his own fubjetls 
in the Low-Countries, snr. obtains the kingdom 
of Portugal, 5.64. and forms a fecret alliance with 
the houfe of Guife for extirpating herefy ,. ib. makes 
v-afl: preparations for the invafion of England, 6z.q. his 
motives for this enterprize, and hopes of fuccefs 
therein, 630. his fleet and army compared with 
Qpeen Elizabeth's, 63:2. his admiral's death flops 
lris fleet when ready to fail, 635. his plan for in
vading England, 6361 637. his fleet arrives in 1he 
channel, 637. encoun,ers thaf of England, 638. 
is! difappointed of ailifrance from the duke of Parma 
then in the Low-<;;ountries, ib. defeated by the 
Englilh fleet, and overtaken with a temptft~ 639· 
his behaviour on hedring thefe news, ib. he fits out 
a,fleet to bring home his Indian tieofures, 65 z. war 
is declare'd againft h m by the French King, 66r. a 
naval enterprize of E.ngland againfl: his American 
dominions, 663, 664-. againfl: his. dominions in 
Europe, 664, 665~ his deaih, 676: .. 

Philip III. his charatter, v. 4• propofal to James I. 5. 
- Kir.g of Fr~nce" See Francs. 
Philippa, daughter of the count of Bollard, is affi-anced 

to the eldeft [on of Edward II .. ii. 14-4-· fhe rpllJ,s 
. the Scots,army, and btings David their King pri

{oner to the Tower, 2.01·, in:erpofes fuccefciu.Jly in
behalf of the Citizens of Cala:s, 203, 

-Philiphaugb, ba_ttle of, v. 493· 
Rhillips, Sir Robe~t, his fpeech, v. 162, 163. 
P.hilp,ot, ar.chdeac.on ;Of Winchefter, hi~ furiou.s zeal for· 
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proteflantifm, iii. 378. he is burnt for .herefy. in 
Smithfield, ib. 

Pills and Scots invade Britain,. i. Io. are repulfed -by 
Saxons, 13. 

Piercy, Thomas, is created earl of Worceller, ii 
263. rebels againft Henry IV. 2.87. is put to 
death, 289. 

Pilgrimage of grace, an infurre&ion fo ·called, iiL 
215. . 

Pilkington fined, vi. 349· 
Pinkey, battle of, iii. 302. 
Pija, a general council fummoned there, ii. 78. 
Pijlor, his fpeech .in the houfe on his knee~,-and making! 

the fign of the crofs, iv,. p2 .. 
Plagues univerfal, or pell'iiences, one, i,i. 207. another, 

iii. 13S· another, iv. 456. another, v. g, ano.
ther, 139- vi. 35· 

Plots againfl: Edward IL ii. 143· gllnpowder, hifl:ory 
of, v. zo. is difcDvered, 23.- popilh, the houfe of 
commons greatly in fear of them, 31 8.. meal-tub-,,. 
vi. 314. popifh, believed, :z8z. effects of, in the 
nation, 285. in the parliament, zs&~. a p,amphlet· 
publilhed about it, 288. occafions a new tell:, 289•
trials of perfons concerned in it, 293, begins to· 
grow into difrepute, 317. earl Stafford is exe
cuted on account of it, 3 28.. Rye.houfe, 354• See;· 
Conjjiraci~s. 

P lymoutb, a fea- fight there, vi. 41. 
Poiaien, battle of, ii. 213 •. 
PoiCJou acquired by a marriage with the h'eirefs, i .. 

260. 
Pole, John, fon of the d-uke of Suftolk, engages in' 

Simnel's confpiracy, iii. 15. commands the re-
bels at the battle of Stoke, J,6. perifhes in the· 
field of battle, 1 7· 

- de Ia Geoffrey, brother of the cardinal, trred:· 
for a confpiracy- and condemned, iii. 2·z5. par-
doned~ ib.-

--- Henry, another bwther of tke car.dinal, tried; 
-~executed, iii. 225. 

--- Edmund. See Suffilk. . 
- Arthur, nephew of the cardin;tl> with his.• 

brother, indiCl:ed for a confpiracy againfl: Qgeen 
Eliz:tbeth, iii •• 4H· confefs the iridiam~nt, . ib.
are condemned and pardoned, 4¢·, 

--- Reginald, hiS. hiifory, iii. 224; 225~ is· 
created a cardinal, 2.25. and fent as a legate into 
Flanders, ib. is hcted by Henry-VIII. Z3'i· pro
pofed- as a hufband to ~een Mary of Engla~d, 35-F 
his• attainder is rt~verfed, 36-6. arrives· in England 
witk a legatine commiffion, and invites the pard 
liament to be reconciied to Rome, 3·70. the ca_r
dinal's politi,co-religiou-s fentiments, 37 3· advifes a 
toleration ot heretics, 3 7+· takes- pricft's orders, 
an-d is inftalled in the fee of Canterbury on 
Cranmer's d~ .. th, 390. oppofes . England's en-
gaging in the war between France and Spain,. 
391. liis legatine commiffion is revoked and foJn.1 
reftored,. ib. 1lli deOi.th atJ.d character, 40 x •. 
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!'.ole, Richard, banifued, iii. 95, 
Po!erone, an ifland promifed to be yielded to the Eng

liJ? by the Dutch, vi. 56. importance of, I74· is 
\\'ltheld by the Dutch and renounced by England at 
the peace of Breda, 1 76. 

Police of the kingdom, ftate of, in Edward IIl's time, 
ii. 237· 

Pcbdore fTirgil difpoffeiTed of his employment, and 
thrown into prifon by cardinal Wo1fey, iii. 106. 

Poll-money firft levied by aCl:. of parliament, ii. 245. 
reimpofed accor-ding to the ftation and riches of the 
perfon, iii. 8z. 

:Po~trot, incited by Beza, aiTaffinates the duke of Guife, 
IV, 454• 

Pope, Papacy, Papijl!, his power introduced into Eng
land, i. I 82. papacy weakened by a fchifm, ii. 
279· he confirms the right of Henry VII. to the 
crown, iii. 8. his authority is abrogated in Eng
land by the parliament, 1 78. . and by the con-
vocjl.tion., 1 79• his Rame is ftruck out of all 
books, zp. · 

Porrfmoutb taken by the parliament's army, v. 334· 
Portugal fubjeeted to Spain, iv. 564. an Englifh fqua

dron breaks into one of its harbours and cuts out 
a Curacco fhip, iv. 7 I 2. King of, renews his al
liance with England, vi. 34• one of his am
baiTadors is hanged in London, 56. the other, 
hi" brother, :figns a treaty in London with Crom
well, 57· · King of, gives the princefs Catharine 
in marriage to King Charles II. I48. with Tan
giers and Bombay in dowry, If9• 

Pojl-o.ffice eftablifhed, vi. 135. 
Poultry, price of, reeuced by aet of parliament, ii. 

239. fixed in the reign of Henry VIII. iii. 285. 
in the reign of Charles I. v. 1 zo. 

.Poundage firft mentioned, ii. 1 25. not regularly 
' granted to the King for life, till Henry V. ib. See 

'fonnage and poundage. 
Poynings, Sir Edward, made governor of Ireland, iii. 

41. his law there, ib. is made one of Hen
ry VIII's miniftcrs, 70. quarters his regiment in 

· Tournay, go. 
Power, legiflative, where it refided in Q.!!een Eliz.1beth's 

reign, iv. 723. 
Prtemunire, penalty of, in. what cafes incurred by pa· 

pifts, iv. sz8. 
Preaching, regulations in England concerning it, 111. 

Z94· in Scotland, iv. 575• 
Prerogative, powers of, in the reign of Henry VIII. iii. 

263, 264. in ~een Elizabeth's reign, 717 to 723. 
v. 10. is put on a footing with the legiflative au
thority, I z. not to be meddled with by the houfe of 
commom, So. power of, extended fo as thereby to 
difcharge popifh recufants imprifoned, 87. to dif
penfe with penal laws againft papifl:s, 93· levy 
loans, 15 3· it becomes odious to all the fubjects, 
J 55. the difpenfing power thence arifing~ is confirmed 
by all the judges, vi. 393· lord chief jufl:ice Coke's 

D E X. 
opinion of it, 594· the eJfeCt of the revolution on 
this branch of power, ib. 

Prejbyttry and Prejbyterian, inconveniencies of that go. 
vernment in the church, iv-. 440. {et up in Scot
land, v. 224. in England, 283. eftablilhed all 
over England, 408. leaders of, impeached by the 
army, 42 5. !tate of, under the commonwealth, vi. 
33· they rejoice at the do'wnfall of the republicans, 
49· their numbers in the convention houfe of com
mons, I 36. demolilhed in England, I 37. in Scot
land, IfO. their clergy are ejeCted from the churches 
in England, I sz. indulged, 154. 

Prejlon, battle of, v. 446. , 
Pre/ling, power of, how ufed in the reign of Q\!een Eli

zabeth, iv. 720, 721. 
Priejls, Romifh, and Jefuit:, a fevere law againfi them, 

iv .. 577· . 
Primogeniture, how introduced, i. 422, 
Printi11g, art of, invented, iii. 67. forwards the pro

grefs of the reformation, 121. 

Privy Council, power of, with refpeCl: to imprifonment 
in ~een Elizabeth's reign, iv. 719. 

Proclamatiom, royal, equaHed to laws, iii. 232. a 
court eftablilhed t() punifh difobeyers of them, 
259. how executed in ~een Elizabeth's reign, iv. 
723. pretended by king James I. to be equal to 
Jaws, v. 12. difobeyers, how punilhed,, 205. in 
Scotland, equalifed to laws in ecclefiaftical matters, 
vi. z67. See Edillr. 

Proof. royal, rules of,. antiently, i. J 58, 1)9· 
Prophecies, fond and fa.ntaftical, a law againit them, iv. 

453· 
Protellor of the kingdom, firft chofen, and why,· ii. 3• 

again chofen, 3z3. ag~in chofen, 42.3. nominated 
by the privy-council, ib. iii. z89. again propo
fed, iv. 28z. of the commonwealth chofen, v. 53• 

Protellorate, tha·t of the earl of Pembroke begins, ii. 3• 
ends. by his death, 7· of the duke of Bedford be
gins, 323• ends by his death, 349· of the duke Qf 
York, 313. of the duke of Glocefter begins, fZ 3• 
ends by his aiTultfing. the royal dignity, 430• of 
Somerfet begins, iii. 289. ends, by kis refigna
tion, 3Z7· of Oliver Cromwell begins, vi. 53-" 
ends, by his death, 92 .• of Richard Cromwell be
gins, 93• ends by his fefignation, 96._ 

Protejlants, how they came by this appellation, iii. 
165. furious infurreCl:ions of them in Germany, 184. 
perfecuted in Germany, 296. a folemn difpute be
tween them and the catholics, iv. 410. a confede
racy againft them, 465. 

Protejlers, an account of them, vi. 28. See Rifolu
tioners. 

Pro'Vinces, whole, and towns, in the Low Countries, 
revolt from Spain, iv. 548. inflamed by the prince 
of Orange, and unite in a league, 549· See United 
Provinces. 

Provi/ors, ftatute of, enaCl:ed, ii. 236. proceedings on 
it in the reign of Henry VIII. 170, 17 I, I 7 2. elfefi 

~r 

' 
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-oi the ihift encuti0n of this tl:atute, 1 7 1. difpenfed 
with by ~een Mary, 369. 

'Pryme., his trial, v. 201. the fentence againft him re
ve-r led in parliament, 2 53• 

Pu'rgatory, a curious decdion. concerning it, iii. :u 2, 

2 t 3· 
Purita11s, their charaaer, i v. sos. murmur againft 

James I's tolerating meafures, 87. call themfelve• 
the true church, 1 If. become powerful in the 
houfe of commons, 1 3 7. are forbid, by proclama
tion, to go to America, 203. a further charaaer of 
them, 209. their leaurers are eftabliihed all over 
the kingdom, 25z.. are promoted by the houfe of 
commons, 256. they declaim againft the earl of Straf.. 
ford, 27 3· their behaviour, previous to the felf
denying ordinance, 378. and during the king's 
trial, 456. encreafe the colony of New-England, 
vi. 124- and other plantations, ib. 

l'ur<Veyors and Pur<Ve;•ancing, a grievance abolifbed by 
parliament, but often brought back by the king, ii. 
234. laws enacted againft them, by parliament, 322. 
chancellor Bacon's fpeech againft purveyors, iv. 
642. ufeofin Q!een Elizabeth's reign; 7I4. how 
'abufive in the reign of James I. v .. 17. 

P_;m, a leader in the houfe · of commons, his fpeech 
.againft the earl of Strafford, v • .z46. hii chara&er, 
2) [, 

Q UAKERS, their original, vi. 119. tbeir fingu
larities, 120. their morals and madnefs, 121. 

~een confort of king Charles I. her charaaer, 
v. 191. i$ afraid of an impeachment, 3 t 7. goes 
to Holland, 319 fends over arms and ammunition, 
3 27. returns, 368. and lyes in at Exeter~ ib. 
flies to Paris, 403. her condition there, vi. 64. 
of Charles II. is accufed of high-treafon, 289. 
proteRed by t?e king, 29?· of James II. who go
verns his_councJls, 397· fl.1es to France, 429. 

- dowager, iii. 13. is fufpected of favouring 
Simnel's confpiracy, and confined, 14· 

---: mother, is defired to depart the kingdom, 261. 
another, mother of Charles II. returns, vi. 135• 
and obtains the king's confent to a marriage, ib. 

- others, under their refpective names. 
~o Warranto, a writ ilfued againft the city of London~ 

vi. 349• pleadi 11 gs upon it, 5 ~o. judgment there
en entered, 35 1. effects of, on the corporation, ib. 

R. 

R ..tf LEIGH, Sir Walter, commands in the chan
nel, aoainft the.Spanifh Armada, iv. 638. appoint· 

ed FO the" command of an expedition againft the Spa
JJilh Well-Indies, but.recalled before he fetsout., 6o3. 

:V en.~ VI. 

E X. 
·is earl Efl'ex's enemy, but doth not oppo(e his nomi
nation to the government of Ireland, 682. falls fick 
at the appearance of the ~een's returning kindnefs 
t.o Eifex, 687. how comferted then, ib. is hated 
by the people, 688, his letter, when in difgrace, 
direCted to Sir Robert Cecil, 693· from a window, 
views Eifex's execution, 700. his petition to the 
Q::een, on taking a rich Curacco lhip, 724. attempts 
to fettle coloDies in Virginia, 7 3 5. his plot, v .. 6. 
found guilty, 7· remains a confiderable time in the 
T()wer, 61. is fent abroad on an exoedition to the 
Weft-Indies, 62. returns to England', 63. ls exe
cuted, 64. a quotation from his writings, 1 1 o. 

Ralph, earl of Chefter, a partizan of the emprefs Mao 
tilda, commands in a battle, where king ~tephen ia 
taken prifoner, i. 2 55. 

Randolf, ERglifh amba1fador in Scotland, his charac
ter of the Scots nation, iv. 439· 

Ratcli.ff, Sir George, imprifoned, and why, v. 26). 
Ra<Villack, murders the Frencb. king, Henry IV. v. ,_,. 

38. 
Read, an alderman of London, enrolled for a foot fol

dier, on account of h.is refufing a benevolence to the 
king, iii. 204. 

Reading, a council of nobles and prelates fummoned 
there, i. 342· belieged, v. 340· taken, HI· chc 
king brought there a prifoner by the army, 426. 

Recufants, a fevere law againft them, iv. 6)6. 
Redwald, king of the Eaft-Angles, his kindnefs to 

Adelfred, i. 29. his virtuous refalution, 30~ his 
death, 31. 

Reformation, begins in Germany, iii, I 2·0. oppofed by 
Henry VIII. of England, 1 z r. caufes of its pro-

, grefs, ib. 1 z2~ the then pope's behaviour on that 
occafion, 123. the reformed princes of Germany., 
combine in a league for their own defence, 165. a 
prelude of it appears in England, 170. the reforma~ 
tion begins there, •7 r. encreafes, 17 8. goes on, 
180.. is fecretly favoured by Cranmer, a.rchbifhop 
of Canterbury, 1 8 5. makes great progrefs in Eng
land and the Low Countries, I 86, 1 87. the refor
mers are troubled in the bilhops CO!.lrts, 188. de
teCl: impofiures in the Romilhdurch, 191. greedily 
read Tindal's tranflation of the fcripture~, 200. ob
tain .an order of the convocation, tor a new tranfla
tion, 202. difcontents arife among the people, on 
account of it, 2I{o which end in an infurreetion, 
215. which is quelled, 217. hiftories are publifhed, 
to reconcile the minds of the people to the reforma
tion, zzo, 221, how Hopped by the law of the fix 
articles, 231. begins in Scotland, 244. the clergy 
all over Europe are thereby reduced to great diffi
culties, 2f5· the reformers obtain the Litlny to be 
tranfiated into Englilh, 2 7 1. the reformation is fe
cretly favoured by Somerfet, 291. promoted b)' 
Cranmer's councils, 292. oppofed by Gardiner, 293• 
294, 295. makes great progrefs in Scotland, 
298, 299• and farther progrefs of, in England, 

k 306. 
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go6. the mafs tranflated into Englifh, without the 
·prayers to faints, and fuperftitious ceremonies, be
comes the new liturgy, 315, 3 16. a further ftep to
wards a complete reforma.ion, 316. the catholic 
preachers fiiil inculcate the tenet of the re01l prefence, 
317 for which, a catholic bifhop is ii:nt to the 
Tower, ib. but the princefs Mary, by the Emperor's 
intereft, obtains a temporary forbearance from the 
reforming regency, 319. the reformation caufes in
furrections, 321 to 323, inclufive. the reformed 
preachers are filenced by the ~reen's authority, 354· 
the reformation is undone by padiamer.t, 356. the 
reformers in Germany fly to arms, and reduce the 
emperor to great difficullies, 3 58. a difpute between 
the reform~rs and rom,·nifis, 360. the roman mafs 
is every where eftablifhed, and the refoJmed clergy 
are deprived of their livings, 361. the Londoners 
favour the reformers, 363. feveral laws made a
gainft the reformers, 368. invincible obftacles ap
pear againft the refettlement of the papacy, 370, 
37 I. propofals for a tokration of the reformed re
ligion, are rejected, 377: a violent perfecution of 
the profeff'ors of the .reformed religion enfues, ib. 
hiftory of this perfecution, ib. to 382. with a fe
vere perfecution of the reformed in the Low-Coun
tries, 382. in France,. 383. more laws in behalf 
of papacy, 384. the reformed primate of Canter
bury executed, 389, 390. the prerogative of ~een 
Elizabeth is exerted in behalf of the reformed, iv. 
407. elections of members of the houfe of commons 
are favourable to the refcrme~, 408. a difputation 
between the catholic and reformed divines, 41 o. the 
reformed religion is again eftablifhed in England, by 
law, ib. 41 1. the Scots catholics are deprived of 
a head, by the murder of the cardinal primate, 4 I 6. 
a leaoue is formed· among the Scots nobility, for fup
porti~g the reformation, 4 17, a :eforma~i?n of re
ligion is craved by the leaguers, 1.n a petitiOn to the 
Q.;een regent, 419. the reformed teacher~ are cited 
before the collncil, and dedared rebels, Ib. J)hn 
Kr,ox, from Geneva, arrives in Scotland, and [up
ports the reformation there, 4 '0. the ~cen··regent 
aff'ci1rbles an army againft the reformers, ib. there
formers add refs the 02een-regen~, ib. 42 I, 422. a 
capitula ion is formed between the reformers and the 
~c·eo-: egcnt, 42 2. which is bwke, and .the refor
mers ?.rm a';-ain, ib. . headed by Knox, they befiege 
and take Pe~th, and force the regent' to· take fhe:ter 
in Dunbar, 423. a toreration of the reformed reli
gion !s granted by a new capitulation.' ib. the de
claration of ~·cots reformed, recapitulated, 425. 
Q!een Elizabeth interpofes in behalf of th.; refor,med 
in Scotbnd; aoJ affcrnbles a fleet and army to af
fifl them, 420, the French fent into Scotland, 'to 
cru!h the reformotion there, hy treaty, evacuate 
it, ~r27. the reformation is. eftablirned by an act of 
parliamt:nt in Scotland, 428; which rhe ~een re
fu(es w ra•ify, 429. the reformation begins it1 France, 
430. ~ee flugMot;. the bigotry of.the Scots rdor-

E x. 
mers, .434• 435. how they behaved. to the ~ee11 
when m Scotland, 43 5'. what ap.Pellatwn 1he receiv
ed from their ri>1gleader, 436. h'ow chagrined and 
infulted by him and the reft of the reformed, 437• 
the reafon of the ill-nature of their clergy, 439·. the 
methods ufed by the ~een, to fecure herfelf agaiuil 
them, 440, they deprefs her by their mutinous be
haviour, 442. the Ql!een again refufes to ratify the 
laws eftablifhing the reformation, 46I. a confedera
cy againft the reformation is formed in France, 465. 
their preach~rs bear a great animofity againft Mary 
~een of Scots, 48 I. 

Regicides, fome tried, vi. I34· executed, 135. more 
tried, 150. executed~ I 51. 

Religion, Hate cf, upder the Anglo-Saxons, i. 162. un
der William the Conqueror, 181, I 82. when the 
crufades prevailed, 2 I I. ftate of, before the refor;,. 
mation began, iii. I83. regulated by the parliamem, 
249, 2)0, 259, z6o, 306, 307, 356. by the Scots par
liament, iv. 428. ftate of, at the beginning 9f the reign 
of Charles I. v. llf· at the time of his imprifonment, 
44+ under the commonwealth, vi. 72. between 
the reftoration 'and revolution, 447. infllrreB:ions on 
account of it, ii. 301. iii. 214 to 218., 222,362, 
363. iv. 418, 4'9• 420, 421, 423 to 427. v. 
68, 69, 219. vi. 309. perfecutions on account o.f 
it, iii. 229, 230, 273, 377 to 383. 

Rejolution~rs, an account of them, vi. z8. 
Rtjloration, of the royal f-amily, vi. I I 6. 
Requifens, fucceeds Alva in the government of the Low

Countries, iv. 549· purfues the war againft the re-· 
formed, 550. dies fuddenly, 55 I· · 

Revenue, public, before William the ,Conquerbr, · i._ 
t6o. under the Norman kings, 413 to 420. how 
encreafed in the reign of Edwardi. ii. I24, 125•
encreafed by impofition of taxes, at the king's plea
fore, 23). by parliamentary fupplies, 275. ordi-· 
nary, in Henry V's time, 3 z 1. extraordinary, ib. 
ilate of, in ~een Elizabeth's time, iv. 730. in the 
reign of James I. v. 117, II8. extraordinary, 
granted by parliament, amount of, during his whole 
reign, 118. during the commonwealth, vi. I 2 z, 
123. during the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, 
1 2 z. of Richard, I 2 3. Settlement of, in Charles 
H'sreign, IJZ, 133• '.34· onJamesii. 377,378. 
amount of, under Charles II. 444, 445• under 
Jar:tJ,esii. 445· 

Re·vvlution takes place, vi. 440•
Reynolds's infurrection, v. 29. 
Rbeims, a fynod there, i. 2 59· 
Rhine, palatinate of, the palatine, one of the protefian-t 

confederacy; iii •. 296. made a prifoner by the em~ 
veror, and thereby detached from that confederacy, 
ib •. 

--- palatine of, maried to the prince[; Elizabeth. 
daughter of Jame, I. v. 43· prom'•ted to be king 
of Bohemia, 70. lofes hi> king.dorri, aud the pala. 

, tin ate, 71. which is reHorr:d lO the young palatine, 
by the treaty of Wefrphalia, vi. 6z. 

Rhine, 
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Rbine, palrage or, difputed by Turenne, vi. zs6• 
R-hone, his ·converfation with Q!!ecn Elizabeth at 

Dover, iv. 702. the refolution thereon taken, 
703· 

Richard, duke of Normandy, gives his fifter Emma in 

D 

marriage to Ethelred, king of Engbnd, i. 99• 
- fecond fan and fucceffor of Henry II. king of 

England, is invefl.ed in his father's life-time, in 
the dutcbies of Guienne and PoiCl:ou, i. 306. is 
prevailed on by his mother, to rebel againfl: his fa
ther, 307. at a conference between his father and 
the French king, on that fubjeet, he appears in the 
train of the latter, 3 Io. accommodates his diffe
rences with his father, 3 I 5. renews his undutiful 
behaviour, 320. and by the death of his elder bro-. 
ther, becomes heir of his dominions, ib. fubmits 
himfelf to his father, 3 z I. holds a conference with 
the French king, 322. at his requeft invades the 
count of Tholoufe's territories, 323. confequences 
of this invafion, ib. a new breach with his father, 
and fuccefs againfl: him, · notwithfl:anding of his being 
excommunicated by the pope's legate, 324. -his be
haviour on feeing his father's corpfe, 3 2 5. his pru
dent conduCt on mounting his father's throne, 331. 
his bounty to his brother John, ib. his coronation, 
3 32. at which there happens a maffacre of Jews~ ib. 
his expedients to raife money for a crufade, 33 3. 
the care he takes to fettle the government of his king
dom during his abfence, 334· his interview with 
the French king, ami agreement with him, relative 
to his intended expedition, 335• the ftrength of the 
French and EQglifh armies at that period, compared, 
ib. his character, compared with that of the French 

·king, 336. on his voyage to the holy land, takes 
fbelter in Meffina, together with the French king, ib. 
feizes a fortrefs there,337· quells a tumult, ib. his dif
ferences with the French- k!n·g are accommodated, 
338. his ill luck on the coafl: of Cyprus, ib. his 
tranfaB:ions in that ifland, 339· his arrival, and firfl: 
tranfaB:ions in Paleftine, -ib~ his forces, in con
junCtion with thofe of the French king, take Acre, 
340. his heroic actions in Palefl:ine, 342. his glory 
thereby acquired, how regarded by the French king, 
343· obtains a great viCtory over Saladin, emperor 
of the Infidels, 344· makes a truce with the mufful
men,' ib. the ferocity of his temper, 345· on his 
return. from Palefl:ine, is arrefted by Leopold, duke of 
Aufiria, ib. imprifoned, and loaded with irons, 
346. prefented to the dyet of Rati!bon, 348 where 
he defends himfelf againft the French·ambaifadors, 
348. concludes a treaty for his ranfom, 349· his 
arrival, ,and firft tranfactions in England, 350. ·,!it 
Q!!een Eleanor's requefl:, par~ons prince John, 3 51 .• 
·a war breaks out between him and France, 3 5 ~. 
and is concluded by a peace, ib. his'death and cha
racter, 353· the price of feveral commodities in 
England at that time, 3 5 +· rnifcellaneous tranfac,.. 
tions of his reign, ib.- his fevcrity againft tranfgre£. 
!ors oftheforeft laws, 335·· 

E X. 
Richard If. a minor, grandfon ofEdw~rd III. declared 

fucce.fior to the crown in parliament, ii. 230. comes 
a minor to the throne, 241. the plan' of goc ern
ment, during his minority, fettled by parltament, 
242. the adminifl:ration, how then conducied, 243• 
·military operations in France, 244· an infurretlton 
of the populace, 24S. the king takes fhelter in the 
Tower, 246. fupprdles the infurretl:ion, 24 7· makes 
war with Scotland, 248. a French fleet fent out to 
invade England, is difperfed, 249· the king, dif
pleafed with his parliament, withdraws from London, 
zso. but upon their application, returns, 25' •. grants 
a commifiion to fourteen perfons, all of the duke of 
Glocefter's faction, to exercife fupreme authority for 
the fpace of a year, zsz. confults the judges on the 
validity of this commiffion, 253. affumes the exer. 
cife of the government, 2 57• makes a truce with 
France, 258. is affianced to !fabella, princefs of 
France, ib. fummons a parliament, z6 1. with. con
fent of commiffioners, appointed by parliament, to 

infpeCl: a trial by battle, 26z. banifi1es the dukes of 
Hereford and Norfolk, z65. on the death of the 
duke of Lancafl:er, fe;zes the Lancafl:rian eftate, 2S6. 
goes to Ireland, 267. and on his return, is made a 
prifoner by the duke of Hereford, now alfo duke of 
Lancafl:er, z68. compelled to fign a refignation, 
269. a charge is brought againft him in parliament, 
in order to h;s depofition, ZjO. in confequence of 
this charge, he is' depo(ed, 27 2. murdered, 27 4· 
his charaCler, ib. the conduct of· his reign compar
ed with the former, z 7 5. ftrong fy mptoms appear 
of a general inclination to !hake off the bondage of 
Rome, 276. an account of a feB: called the La! .. 
lards, that appear in this reign, 2.77. a recapitula
tion of the laws made in this r.eign, to cu·b the -new 
devices of churchmen, 279· a falutary law, w1ti\ 
refpea to pardons for murder or rapes, z8I. 

- III. See G!ocej!er, duke of. 
Rich!ieu, cardinal, his charaCter, v. I s6. h:s enter

prifing genius, I 79· he foments divifions in Scot
land, 22 5. 

Ridley, biihop of London, oppofes Edward VI. on be. 
half of the princefs Mary, iii. 333· is carri~d t() 
Oxford, in order to difpute with the romanifts about 
tranfubfl:antiation, 360. there burnt for herefy, 
379· 

Richmond, earl of, Henry, his defcent, ii. 432. his 
hiftory, 433· a plot laid to bring him to the throne, 
is difappointcd, 434· his partizans fly abroad, 435• 
·-flock to him in Brittany, 436. the reception he met 
with in England, on his arrival, 43 7. he engages 
the king's army at Bofworth-field, 4 38. difcomflts 
the royal army, and flays .the. king, 439· See Henry 
vu. 

Right, petition of, _prepared by the houfe of commons, 
v.' I 71. by the- houfe of lords, I 67. pail: in the 
houfe of commons, 17 I. a copy of it, ib. p: ft in 
the houfe of Lords, I 7 2. aifented to by the king, 
17 4· complaints that it was violated, zo8. 

k 2 Rinnztcini, 
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Rinmulni, the pope's nuntio in Ireland, h1s conduct 
there, vi. 5. he fummons an affembly of the popifh 
clergy, 6. is drove out of Ireland, 7· 

Riots, a fevere aa pa1fed againft them.,. iii. 329. rtt
vived, and enforced, 3 56. 

Rippon, a negotiation there, between Englifh and Scots 
commiffioners, v. 241. transferred to London, 242. 
the reception which the &ou commiffioners met w1th 
there, zs6. 

l?i'Vers, earl, brother of Edward IV. and tutor of the 
prince of Wales, is arrefted, i:i. 4z I. murdered, 
·424· 

· Rizzio, David, his charaCl:er, iv. 466. is promoted to 
the place of fecretary for French difpatches to ~een 
Mary of Scotland, 460. is believed to be a pen
fionary of Rome, 467. is murdered, 468.. his af
faffios acquitted, 469. 

Robert, duke of Normandy, is fucceeded by William, 
his natural fon, commonly call~d the Conqueror, i. 
I 22,' 

- eldeft fon of the Conqueror, rebels againft his 
father, i. l94· is reconciled to him, 195· carried 
with him into England, ib. fucceeds him in the 
dutcli:y of Normandy, 203. his charaCter, 204. his· 
dutchy of Normandy i:s invaded by his brother Wil· 
1iam Rufus, 206. he comes to an accommodation 
with him, ib. ~btains his affiftance againft his 

, brother Henry, -:?:07. repreifes new broils in 
Normandy, 2o8·. n;;ortgages Normandy and Maine, 
to his brother William Rufus, 213. fets out 
c:m a crufade, ib. an acccunt o-f hi'S travels, 
2z2. his younger brother Henry, poffeffes himfclf 
of the Engliih throne, vacant by the death of his 
eldeft brother, William Rufus, ib. on his return~ 
he quietly fteps tnto poffeffion of Normandy, 227. 
is invited by divers Englilh noblemen, to mount the 
Englilh throne, ib. in fight of the army of his bro
ther Henry in England, comes to an agreement with 
biml 228. his adherents in England are profecuted 
by his brother, after his departure, 229. his admi
niftration in Normandy, 231. he is made a prifoner 
in a battle with his brother; 2;2. and confined in 
England for life, ib. 

--- natural fon of Henry I. fwears fealty to king 
Stephen, under a refervation, i. zp. the eifea of 
this meafure, ib. 

Robbery, how punifhed by the Anglo-Saxons, i. 15 7. 
how puni!hed by Henry II. 3 16. how frequent in 
the reign of Henry III. ii. 58. how fr-equent in the 
reign of Edward II. 15 5. 

Roche!, a fleet and army fent to relieve it, v. 158. 
they are defeated, '59· another expedition under
ta;.;::n to relieve it, 176. it furrenders at difcretion, 
179· 

:Rochejler, earl of, confults Overbury about an amour, 
v. 46. caufes him to be confined, 47· the confe
quences of this ftep, 48. 

Rochford, vifcountefs, iii. 247.- beheaded on Tower
hill along with the ~een, 248; 
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· Rocroi, battle of, vi. 65. 
Rodorick. a~ CoNnor, king of ConnaugJtt. See CtmHaught. 
Roha", duke of, his rafhnef-s, v. 1·59· how occafion

ed, ib. 
Rollo, a Dane, his expedition, i. 96. ms firft attempt,... 

97. his fuccefs in France~ 98. his reception at. 
c:ourt, ib. his death, 99· 

Romans, they invade Britain, i. 4· fubdue it' all but 
Caledonia, 7. defert it, 8. dnregard the fop plica •. 
tions of the Britains, entreating their return, Io.-

Romr, ftate of its court in Henry l's time, i. 234. itate 
of, in the pontificate of pope AJ.exander, 296. ftate: 
of, in the reign of Henry III. ii. 18. pope of, de
fills from a claim of feudal fubjetlion over'England, 
19. ftate of the power of that court, in the reign of 
Henry III. 58. uneafy at the appearance of refor-
mation, 17 3· ufurpations of, complained of by the
Engli!h laity, 2 37. their new devices guarded againft 
by the parliament, 279· 

- church of, how founded, 111, I I 8. facked~ 
145• great violences there, 146. pope of, impri· 
foned, ib. power of, expelled England by Henry 
VIII. 178. re-introduced by Q!een Mary, 370. 
:finally· expelled by Q!een Elizabeth, iv. 106. See 
Pope, Papacy, and Reformation. 

Rood of Grace, what, and when deftroyed, m. 2,Z I. 

Roper, Sir Anthony, his trial, v. 204. 

Rofiwe/1, his trial, vi. 364. verdict againft him, 365 .,._ 
Rrifni's negotiatjon, v. 5. 
Round<way dow11, battle of, v. 345,. 
Rojeturs, what, i~ 308.·. 
Royalijls form, an i11furretlion, v. 446. are made pri

foners, 447· fiate of, at the commencement o( the 
eommonwealth, vi. zo. they form an infurreCl:ios, 
6o. are quelled, ib. · form another infurreCl:ion, 86~ 

' which is difcovered, ib. they confpirl:: againft the 
long parliament refiored, g8. are betrayed, 99• 
vitl:ory of, 335· ' · 

Rump. See Parliament~ 
Runnemor.de7 the great chart~r there granted for the fir.lt

time, i. 386. recapitulation of, 387. agreed to be 
extended by the barons, to their infenor vaifals-~ 
388. . 

Rupert, prince, offers his fervice to the king, v. 336.; 
heads the royal army at Edge hill, 3 3 7· puts the. 
parliament's army in an uproar, 346. takes BriftoJ, 
348. raifes the fiege of York, 369. is defeated at 
Marlton-moor, 370. advifes the king to :fi.t;ht at 
Nafeby, 398. commands the royal vanguard there,. 
399• throws himfelf into Briftol, 401. goes beyond 
the f-eas,. ib. is made an admiral, vi. 34· makes 
fail to America, ib. returns to France, where he 
fells his fhips, 3 5. ·after the reftoration, atl:s as a 
vice-admiral, 164. fucoours Albemarle flying, 170. 
beats the Dutch, ib. is declared an admiral, 2 31. 
be2ts de Ruyter, ib. is beaten by" the Dutch at' the 
mouth 0f the Texel, 233· 

RH:.§el, lord, -tried, vi. 3 56. condemned, 35 9· fxe
c;uted, 360, 

It 
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Rift!, another, governor of Plymoath, commands at 
Bradoc-down, 343• efcapes to Plymouth, 344· 

Ruth'T.len, a Scotfman, is created ead of :Brentford, v. 
372. promoted to the rank of a general, ib. 

R,;tland, earl, created duke of Albemarle, ii. 2-63. 
degraded from his ducal--title, 27 4· confpires againfi: 
Henry IV: 283-. betrays his aifociates, 2.84. pre
fents on a pole, to Henry IV. the head of his bro· 
ther-in-law, lord Spenfer, ib. 

- another, attends the duke of Norfolk, in an. 
expeditio?- agaiaft Scotland, iii. z 5 ~· 

s .. 

SA Pantalcon, don, a Portuguefe ambaffador, hanged 
in London, vi. 56. 

Sack,..;i/le, Sir Robert, fent to Effex houfe, and on what 
errand, )v. 6g6. effect of this meffage, ib. 

Safety, committee of, named, vi. 100. amufed. by 
Monk, 106. 

Sadler, Sir Ralph, the. Engli!h ambaffador in Scotland, 
commences a negotiation there, for the marriage of 
the young ~een with the prince of w.ales,. iii. zs6. 
his fervants are infulted, in order to bnng on a rup
ture, ib. he fummons all who had been made pri
foners in England, to. return into cuftody, and comes 
home to England 257· is'll1ade a counfellor to the 
regency of Edw;rd VI. 288. affi~s in rallying the 
Englifh cavalry at the battle of Pwkey, 303. ap
pointed a commiffioner to try th~ ca?fe of Mary 
Q!:!een of Scots, with the Scots nat1on, 1v. 492. 

- Sir Philip, his dea:h, iv. 738. . 
Sa!adin, king of Egypt, h1s character and fchemes, 1. 

3 2 I, conquers Paleiline, 3 2 z. throwp a great gar
nfon into Acre, 3 39· is beaten at Afcalon, by 
Richard II. 344· m"kes a truce w1th that pnnce, 

ib. dies, 345· . , . 
Salisbur<', bi!hop of, fufpended, 1. ~92. com p1a;ns to 

the kin(}" at Baieux, 293· confequences of, 29:J-· 
____ , countefs of, attainted, iii. 233· repneved, 

ib. executed, 243• 
Sir John, conde'mned to. death by the l10ufe 

ofpeers, ii. ZSS· ' 
Sallee, defiroyed by an Engli!h fleet, v. zo6. . .. 
San&uarin, number of, reftrained by Henry VIIT. w. 

z81. 
Sanuilands, Sir James, his embaffy to France, how re-

ceJv,d there, iv. 429. 
Sani'<vich, his death, vi. 2.I 7· 
$anquire, a Scots notlem-'n, his crime and povi!hme.nt, 

v. 42· . 
Sautre Willia~ reEtor of St. Ofithe's, London, the 

firft'L01lard bur.nt in England, 1i. 28 5. 
Savil, S:. John; his memorable pro:not.io.o, v. 83. 
Saxons their charaEter i. I I. the1r c1v1l government, 

u.' their entry int~ Britain, and f1.1cccfs againft il~c 
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Scots and Pitts, I :j. their quarrel with the· Britahti19 • 

r ~·. !]:a~e of, in Britain, at their firft coming, ~:.6• 
d1v1ded mto South and Weft Saxons, ib. are beate~ 
by the ~ritains a_t Baden, 17 •. by whom then go
verned, tb. thetr fetdement 1n Northumberland~ 
18. the heptarchr efiablifhed among them, ib. 
the fource of union among their princes, 19. their 
fuperftitions, and antlent religion, ib. 2 r •. the chri
ftian religion is intrQduced among them, zi. fome 
of their kings return to paganifm, 3 r.. ftate of,. 
when the heptarchy was united in one great ftate, 42. 
the corrupt fpecies of chritlianity which they rec.:eivedJ> 
43· are addicted to the worfhip of images, 4.).· 

Saxons, Anglo, or Anglo-Saxons, their kingdom erected 
in Britain, i. 46. their government, anrl rules of 
fucceffion. to their crown,. I 42 to 146. how altered 
by .the Norman invafion, 147• the jurifdiction of 
the~r gr~at. lords, and their courts • of juftice, I 5 r. 
the1r cnmmal law, I 53· a colld:t10n of their mofh 
remarkab!e laws, I 5 S· their fines for murder, hoiV 
diverfified, I 56. theft, how punifhed, I 57• and. 
how treafon and rebellicn, ib. the reverence duet~
their kings, I 6o. and value of their money, ib~ 
the. value of divers commodities a mono- them, 161 ~ 
their method of dividing inheritances,"' I·6z, their 
manners, 163. their government, how mixed and! 
changeable, 445. See Angla-Saxms. 

- Jut-Saxons, in Germany, perfecuted by Char
le~IJagne, fly to Irerand, i. 46. aided by others frollil), 
Jutland, they invade France and Britain, 47· their 
firft landing in Brit.ain, ib~ See .A?t?,la-Saxam, 

- South, 1or South-Saxons, kingdom of, efta; .. 
bliilied in Britain, i. 16. -

Scat, his trial, v. I 3 5. 
Sclft!and and Scots, Scots and Picls invad'e Britain,. i. to:.. 

are repulfed by Saxons, I 3· make a treaty with them 
aga_int! the Britains, q. Scotland is fubdued by 
England,_ 73• ~inF; of, Conll:antine, affified by Danes,_ 
make an muptwn Into England, ib. king of, Mal
cohn, obtaihs a gift of the ccmnry of Cumberland 
75· a rebellion _there, in which king Duncan is llain;. 
120, the rebelhon ends, by the llaughter of Mac
beth the rebel, I 21. and in the reftoration of Mal
colm, Duncan's fon, ib. who does homage to-

, w.illiam :he Conqueror, for. Cumberland, I 7 5. re
Ceive.s kmdly Edg~r Athehng and his lifters, ib. 
mames Margaret, Edgar's eld~:l: fifier, 176. comes
in~o E1Jgl~nd,, .to ~ili!t ~dgar in a renewed attempt,, 
178. carnes n1m and h1s followers back into Sect
land, ib .. is. repulfed in an?the: attempt on England,, 
Ig6. :ila·n m another agaudl: Jt, zo·7· and to him 
h:s brother Donald· fucceeds, ib. who is dethrof!ed 
by Duncan, a natural fon of Malcolm's, 20S'. kino
of, William, confederates. with France aga~nft Eng: 
land, and. invad.es the latter k~ngdom, }~ 1.. agreeiJ· 
to a ceffat10n ot arnF, 31 z. 111 an after mvafion, i3 . 

made a prifoner, 313. his hum1liating treaty with 
Henry II. 31 5. the t1 eaty is ftriCl:l)' 'e;<ecuted,.' 3..1 6~ 

th%c 



I N D 

the·vaff:tlage of Scotland, obtained by this treaty, is 
releafed for a fum of money, by Richard I. 334• 
king of, Alexander, receives, and on what terms, the 
flying Engldh barons, 39z. on the death of Alex
ander Ill. Margaret, maid of Norway, is declared 
~een of Scotland,_ ii, 6g. her death, and enfuing 
competition for the crown, 70. ftate of that compe
tition, ib. 71. it is referred f0r determination to the 
k,ng of England, 72. what benefit the Engliih king 
expeeted from accepting this reference, ib. an exa
mination of the Engliih claim to feudal homage for 
the kingdom of Scotland, 73, 74• Mr. Carte's no
tion thereto rehttive, examined, 7 5. the behaviour 
of the Scots nobles, in prefence of the Engliih king, 
at Norham, 76. their reply to Edward's demand 
there, 77. commiffioners are named, to·confider the 
names of the competitors, 78. an award is pro
nounced in favour of Baliol, 79. he is provoked to 
rebel, by Edward's humiliating demands, 8o. an 
alliance with France is confirmed, by a ftipulated 
marriage between the prince of Scotland, and the 
daughter of Philip of Valois, 84. king of, John, 
refufes obedience to the Engliih king's citations, 9 5• 
.an account of hofiilities between the two nations, g6. 
Scotland is fubdued, and put under the government 
of earl Warrenne, 97. France deferts the Scots al
liance, Io;. Wallace's charatl:er, 1o8. who inO:i
,gates the Scots to revolt, ib. and after defeating 
the Engliih, is chofen regent of Scotland, 11 o. the 
Scots army, commanded by Wallace, is routed by the 
Engliih army, commanded by the king in perfon, at 
Falkirk, I 1 I. a conference between young Bruce 
.and Wallace, I I 2. Scotland is again fubdued by 
England, 113. the pope in vain interpofes in behalf 
of the Sco!s, t 1 4· the Scots, under Cummin, chace 
away the Engliih government, 1 It;. Scotland is a
gain reduced by Edward in perfon, 1 I6. and Sir 
William Wallace is taken, and fllffers as a traitor in 
London, ib. charaEler of young Robert Bruce, fon 
of the competitor for the Scots crown, 117. he in
forms Cum min, and others, of his refolu tion to fa ve 
his country, 1 I8. kill~ John Cummin the regent, 
I I 9• an account of the enfuing revolt and defeat of 
the Scots, i zo. they gai~ fome advantages under 
13ruce 's command, 126. Bruce, after fame further 
fucccffes, makes a truce with the Englifi1 king, Ed
ward li. I 33· Scotland is again invaded by a mighty 
:trmy of the Engliih, headed by their king, IH· 
which is defeated by BPJCe at Bannockburn, 135· the 
Scots army ravages the northern counties of England, 
I 36. a truce for thirteen years, ,is made between 
Edward and Bruee, 144. the Scots, headed by Mur
ray and Douglas, invade England, I ~7· a defcrip
tion of their equipage, ib, their tranfaCl:ions in Eng
land, I 58. are forced to retreat into their own 
country, I 59• a treaty of peace between England 
and Scotland, ratified in parliament, ib. Dav1d, a 
minor, fucceeds his father in the Scots throne, 16~. a 

E 

battle between the Englifh and him, near the river Erne, 
by which Baliol recovers the kingdom, 162, 163. 
troubles about the eftates of Engliihmen in Scotland, 
163. Baliol's coronation and expulfion, 165. a 
war breaks out between Scotland and England, 166. 
and Baliol is once more received as king, 167. an· 
other war with England on- his account, ib. 168. 
his fecond expulfion, 168. king David's army is 
routed, and the king is taken and carried a prifoner 
to the Tower, 201 • fet at liberty, 2 I 5. ftate of, 
at the death of Edward III. 244. a battle between 
the Engliih under Piercy, and the Scots under Doug
las, at Otterburn, 2)8. between the fame at Ho
meldon, 387. the prin~e of Scotland falls into 
the haRds. of king Henry IV. 291. and the Scots 
king, Robert, dies of grief, 292. the regency 
of the duke of Albany, uncle of the king, 
commences, ib. a confederacy between Scot
land and France againft England, 31 I. the 
regent ferids fuccours to the Orleans ·party ia 
France, 3 17. a new regent, Murdoc, fon of the 
former, fends more fuccours to France, 326. ftate 
of, immediately before James I. of Scotland, at his 
acceffion a prifoner in England, was. fet at liberty, 
327. ftate. of, when Henry VI. fled hither with his 
Q£een, 387. the Engliih impoftor, Warbec, flies to 
the court of the Scots king, iii. 43· the reception 
he met with, ib. 44• king of, ih fupport of the im
pol1:or, invades England, 91. is routed at Flouden, 
and never after heard of, -l)Z· the <2.!!een-dowager 
is made regent, 93· depofition of the <2.!!een-dowa
ger, and eleetion of the duke of Albany in her place, 
99· the then ftate of Scotland, ib. an account of 
the rife of many differences in that kingdom, 100. 

the arrival of the duke of Albany from France, and 
his adminill:ration, ib. the duke of Albany's return 
to France, and hiftory of, in his ,abfence, I o 1. the 
regent returns to Scotland, and makes a truce with 
England, 125. an Engliih invafion, during a fecond 
abfence of t-he regent in France, ib. I 26. · his war
like operations againft England, when he comes back 
to Scotland, 127. retires again to France, and ne~ 
ver returns, ib. the reformatiOn begins there, and is 
promoted by the Hamiltons fteady fufferings, 244-
fpreads, 245. the clergy offer the king a free gift, 
and invi:e him to enrich himfelf with the fpoils of 
heretics, · 246. the king of England refolves on 
war with Scotland, 252. which is foon a.fter invaded 
by an Engliih army, 253· the rout of Solway, 254. 
and death of king James V. ib. the fcheme of an 
union with England, is formed by the marriagl'! of 
the prince· of Wales with the young Q£een of Scots, 
2 5). a treaty with England is made for that purpofe, 
256. a new rupture, 257· the cuftody of the 
young ~een is enrrufted with the heads of four po
ttnt families, ib. the differences between the families 
of Arran and Lennox, 261. a civil war thereby oc
.cafioned, z6z. an Engliih invafion repulfed, z6{~ 

and 
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and Lenox's flight into England, ib. the reafon 
why the Engliih forces then fo fpeedily left Scot
land, 26 S. is comprehended in a treaty of peace 
between France and England, 270. Wiihart pro
motes. the 1"eforrnation in Scotland, 297· his mar
tyrdom, 298. cardinal Beaton's a{faffination, ib. 
2.99. the then ftate and misfortune of Scotland, 
zgg. St. Andrews is belieged_, where Beaton's mur
derers have retired, ib. it is furrendered, 300. a 
plague then in Scotland, ib. an Englifh invafion con
certed againft Scotland, ib. the invaders enter Scot
land, with the proteCtor at their head, 301. the bat
tle of Pinkey begins, 302: continues with various 
fuccefs, 303. is decided in favour of the Engli!h, 
ib. 304 further progrefs of the Engliih arms, and 
return of'the proteCtor to England, 304. Hadding
ton taken, and garrifoned by the Engldh, 307. .pro
pofals in parliament, to fend the young ~een to 
France, 308. French gold in plenty there, 309. 
the young ~een is fent to France, ib. more _mili
tary exploits between England and Scotland, ib. a 
tumult between French and Scots foldiers in Edin
burgh, wherein the provoft is flain, 310. Scot
land reaps benefit from the inteftine divjfions that 
then prevailed in Eng'and, ib. the plague makes 
great havock in Scotland, and ftops the military ope
rations there, 323. a peace with England, 324· 
the ~een-dowager makes a journey to France, 394· 
an account of the great men that go in her train, ib. 
l1er return, and entrance on the regency, 3"95'· com
mifiioners are fent from the parliament of Scotland, 
to afiift at the young ~een\ marriage with the Dau..
phin, 396. the marriage contraa made, and mar
riage folemnized, 397· Qle-en of, is confidered by 
~een Elizabeth_ as her moft inveterate enemy, iv, 
416. a fet of reformers, known by the name pf the 
Congregation of the Lord, appears there, 417. Mill 
burnt there for herefy, 418. fubfcriptions for a 
league againft popery, 419. the arrival of John 
Knox there, 420. the ~een-regent, and Congrega
tion, arm againft each oth~r, ib, mdfages and re
monftrances between the belligerant parties, 42 I. 
a capitulation and breach of it, complained of, 422.· 
churches and monafterie, deil:royed by the infurgents, 
423. and the ~een-regent takes lhelter in Dunbar, 
ib.' new articles of capitulation, ib. foldiers and 
divines arrive from France, to combat the reformen, 
424. who fend me{fengers to ~een Elizq,beth, de
manding fuccours, 425. a treaty of mutual defence 
is concluded between Q:!een Elizabeth and the refor
mers, 426. relief comes to them from England, ib. 
427. the French, by treaty with the Englilh ambaf
fadors, evacuate Scotland, 4~7. the union between 
England and the Scots reformers is made more com
pleat, 428, a confeffion of faith, agreeable to the 
new eotlrines, is ratified by the parliament there, ib. 
and an embafl"y is fer.t to France for-the ~een's rati
#ication of thefe proceedings.; which is refufed, 429. 
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again refufed to ~een· Elizabeth's amb.alfador, 43 t. 
the ~een is invited back to Scotland, 432· her ar
rival there, 433• 43+· her reception there from the 
reformers, 4 34• 4.3 5. a con verfarion there, between 
Knox and the Q:!een, 436. an uproar in Edinburgh, 
occafioned by lome differences between the ~een 's 
uncle and a ftrumpet, 437• 438. the then ft.tte of 
the Scots clergy, 439· an emba{fy from the ~een of 
Scots, to ~een Elizabeth, 440. how anfwered, 441. 
divers fuitors to the ~een of Scots~ how regarded, 443. 
See Mary, ~een of Scots. marriage -of the OEeen 
and Darnley, 462. an infurreCl:ion thereby caufed, 
ib. the infurgents are encouraged by the Engl11h 
amba{fador, 4'13. take .fb.elter in England, ib. the 
purport of a French emba{fy to the ~een, 464. 
Rizzio's murder there, 468. lord Darnly\ murder, 
47 3. marriage of the ~een and Bothwell, 479· an 
infurreCl:ion, which occafions B )thwell's flight, 48z. 
and the ~een's confinement, ib. 483. the ~een's 
refignation, 486. Murray's regency commences, 
ib. See Murray, earl of. OEeen M;,ry's flight intO' 
England, 488. commiilioners appointeJ to examine 
her affair, 492. Murr1y's alfd1ination, 517. Mary's 
triumphant party in Scotland, ib. Marr's lhort re
gency, 540. Morton's regency commence•, ib. 
~een Mary's party fubdued, )fl., Morton's refig-: 
nation, 558. he is afterwards perfu~ded_ to retain 
the government, 559· his trial and death, 560. 
Gowries confpiracy, 570. the king's delivery and 
alfumption of the government, 57 I. ~een Mary's 
trial commences, 6ox. fentence, 6o7. interpofi
tion of her fon in her favour, 613. her _execution,. 
617 to 6zz. king of, beco_mes king of England, 
by ~een ;Elizabeth's death, 7 '4· his departure 
from Edinburgh, and arrival in London, v. 2. fl:ate 
of, after the accefiion of the Scots king to the Eng
lilh crown, 55· vifited by its monarch, ib. the 
then fl:ate of the Scots church, 58. ceremonies, 
f )fie received there, 6o. vifited by Charles I. 202.. 

difcontents there, 216. liturgy introduced there, 
218. tumults there, 219 •. covenant there, 221. 

an alfeinbly there, 223. atl:s of, 224. money fent 
thither from France, 22 'i. foldiers enlifted there, 
and an army raifed, ib. a p3cification, 228. mili
tary preparations renewed, 230. entry into England, 
and the battle of Newburn upo!l Tyne, 240. mef
fengers fent from the Scots army to the king, ib. the 
:firft meeting of the commiffioners at Rippon, 241. 
the treaty is tranoferred to London, 242. the Scots 
army levies contribut:ons in England, z 5 s. commif
fioners of, their reception in London, 2 s 6. the 
Scots army is paid off, and difbanded, z83. Scot· 
land is again viii ted by Charles I. ib,. parliament 
of, fends commifiioners to tre<~t with the Engli(h par
liament, 29+· confervators of the peace, fJmmon a 
convention in Scotland; 35 8. folemn league and 
covenant there, 3S9• an army is levied, 36o, wl1ich 
enters England, ib. blockades Yo, k> 3 71. takes 

that. 
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-ths:tcity, ib. !ate of, in x6.g, 390. the Scots ar
my receives the king at Newark, .po. delivers him 
to the parliament's a.rmy, 415. i3 difbanded, ib. 
·Hate of Scotland in 1648, 438. c9mmiffioners of, 
declare.for the king, 439· a Scots invafion of Eng
land prepared, 440. the army is defeated at Prefion, 
446. ftate of, at the demife of Charles I. vi. 4· 
~ommiffioners of, at Breda, 14. the king's arrival 
there, 20. an affembly there, 21. ftate of the king's 
authority there, 22. the promotion of Lefly, to the 
chief command of the Scots army there, 24. battte 
.()f Dunbar, 25.. Cromwell at Edinburgh, ib. ftate 
·{)f the king's affairs there, 26i.. his arrival in the Scots 
camp at Torwood, 27. the army marches hafl:ily 
fouthwards, 28, is defeated at Worcell:er, 29. Scot
land is fubdued by Monk, 36. united to the com
monwealth of England, 37· Cromwell's adminifl:ra
tion there, 76. ll:ate of, ·at the reftoration, IJCJ· 
proceedings of a parliament there, 140. ,rigorous 
·execution of the new law-s, 189. an infurretlion 
there, IC;o. ftate of, at the peace of Nimeguen, 
265. arbitrary meafures purfued there, 269. writs 
{)f intercommuning againft conventiclers, ?7 3. noble
men, and landed gentlemen, forbid tG depart the 
kingdom, ib, complaint of the Scots difcontented 
lords at London, 274· ftate of, towards the end of 
king Charles lJ's reign, 307. another infurreCUon 
there, 308. the 'battle of Bothwell bridge there, 
3 09. indemnity there ~ranted, 3 1 o. the duke of York 
there, 343• il:ate of, m x681, 344· extreme feve
rities there, 146. the caufe of thefe feverities, 347: 
fiate of, at the time of Argyle's invalion, 387. il:ate 
of, in x686, 396. ftate of, when the prince of 
Or~nge landed at Torbay, 428. the revolution con" 
ventk>n there fummoned, 434· the crown, and 
regal dignity, are offered to the prince and princefs of 
Orange, and their heirs, 43 5. 

Scriptures, a new tran!lation of them by Tindal, iii, 
187. by Henry VIII. 202. 

Su tages, what, and when dropt, i. 124. 

SeafightJ, between French and Englifh, on the coaft of 
.Brittany, iii. 81. off Breft, 86, 87. off the ifle of 
Wight, z68. between Englifh and Spaniards, in the 
channel, iv. 638, 639· at Dover, vi. 40. at Ply
mouth, 4.1. in the Mtditerr;mean, ib. on the coaft 
cf Kent, ib. at the Goodwin, ib. in the channel, 
42. on the co aft of Holland, ~ S· at the Canaries, 
70. between the duke of York and Obdam, I 64. 
at the mouthoftheThame•, I70· at Solebay, 217. 

{)n the J:Oaft of Holland, 231. at the mouth of the 
Texel, zp. 

~ea·nen, number of, in ~een Elizabeth's reign, iv. 
6p. 

Security, parliamentary, debt firft ~ontraCl:ed on it, 1v. 
384· 

S.tdgem?or, battle of, vi. 38z. 
S.eneffe, battle of, vi. 24 r. 
Serfs, their nature, i. 404. 

E X. 
S£<[Jtf'US, emperor, makes additiOn tO the waJI buil.t by 

Adrian, i. 7· 
SeF',our, Jane, married. to Henry VHI. iii. 209. he~" 

iffue included in the entail of the crown, 21 ®, brings 
forth a prince, and dies in childbed, 2 I 8. . 

- lord Ewdard, fon of the proteCtor, lofes his 
horfe at the battle of Pinkey, iii. 303. is repulfed in 
an attempt on Fife, 309. 

- Sir Edward, created earl of Hertford, iii. z I 8. 
chofen proteCtor by the executors of Henry V Ill's 
will, 289. and created duke of Somerfet, ib. his 
ambition on the removal of Southampton, 290. his 
great authority, how fubmitted to, 291. his ftrenu
ous endeavours to compleat the reformation, ib. 292. 
is guided by Cranmer's councils, 292. is oppofed 
by the bifhop of Winchefter, 293, 294-·~ appoints a 
general vifitation of all the diocefes in England, ib. 
proteCts the reformation abroad, 29 5. prepares to 
invade Scotland, and why, 300. invades it, and 
prepares for a decifive action, 301. engages the 
Scots army at Pinkey, 3oz. routs them, 303. on 
his return to London, fummons a parliament, 304-. 
confents to a repeal of the ftatute equalifing procla
mations to laws, and to divers ftatutes promoting the 
reformation, 3os. in council, iffues divers orders in 
behalf of the reformation, 306, 307. orders Had~ 
dington in Scotland te be fortified and garrifoned with 
Englifh troops, 307. raifes an army to make a con. 
queft of Scotland, 309. and gives the command of 
it to the earl ofShrewfbury, 310. difcovers his bro. 
ther, the admiral's cabals againft him; -31 1. is re
conciled to him, 312. on new difcoveries, deprives 
him of his office of admiral, and fends him to the 
Tower, 313. promotes a bill of attaindfr againft 
his brother, 31 4· obtains it to be paffed, and orders 
his execution, 315. grants, in council, a ·commiffion 
to the primate and others, to fearch for anabaptifts and 
all heretics, 3 18. difcontents appear againft his ·go
vernment, 319, 320. which are followed by infur. 
reCl:ions, 321. fends lord Ruffel at the head of an 
army againft them, and the earl Warwic with~ an
other, and quells them, 322, 323. grants a general 
indemnity, j·23. difmantles Haddington, and orders 
the artillery to be brought to Berwick, ib. a war 
breaks oct with France, 1b. 324- but difappointed 
of affiftance from the Emperor, defires to conclude a 
peace with France and Scotland, 324, 325. fac
tions arife in the council againft him, 3 25. a con
fpiracy is there formed againft him, 326. refigns 
the proteCl:orfhip, and is fent to the Tower, 3'27. is 
fucceeded in power by the earl ofWarwic, J27, 328. 
is fet at liber:y, and re-admitted into the council, 
3 28, fent by the council to try Gardiner's temper, 
330. his ruin is refolved on by the earl of Northum
berland, 335• is arrefted, and brought to trial, 336; 
condemned, and executed, 337· charaCl:er of, ib. 

Srymour, Sir Francis, hi$ behaviour in parliament, v. 
161, IQZ, 

Seym~ur1 
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:S9•mour, Sir Thomas, made a councillor to the regency 
of Edward VI. iii; 2S8: created Lord Seymour, and 
promoted to the office of lord high admiral, 289. 
the Englith fleet, under his command, makes a de
fcent on the coa!l of Scotland; and is repulfed, 309. 
dpraCler. of, 3 1 1. cabals againft his brother the 
proteCtor, ib. is difcovered, and feemingly recon
ciled to him, 312. is arre!l:ed, and by his brother's 
intereft a bill of attainder is brought into parliament 
againft him, 314. he is attainted, and execwted, 
31 5. 

lforz,a, Ludovico. See Ludovico and Milan. 
Maximilian. See Maximilian and Mila11. 

--- Francis, obtains the inveftiture .of Milan, m. 
16 5. dies without iffue, 196. 

S.haftejbury, earl of, leaves the court party, and why, vi. 
230. adheres clofely to the country party, 301. his 
. opinion of the bill of exclufion, 302. he prefents the 
duke of York to the grand jury of Middlefex for re
cufancy, 317. is accufed of high treafon, 34 I. ac
quitted, 342. engages in the duke of Monmouth's 
confpiracy, 352. dies, 353· 

Sbakrftear, ·his charaCter, vi, 149· 

E x.· 
Sidne;•, Sir Hugh, made governor of Treland, iv. 

676. his adminiftration there, ib. reca!Ied, 68o. · 
Sir Philip, his letter to ~een Elizabeth, 

when her marriage with the duke ot Anjou was pro
poled, iv. s68, 569. his death, celebrated by James 
I. then king of Scotland, 589. 

----- Sir Robert, fent to Scotland on an embaffy, 
iv. 633· 

Silver, value of; in Henry VIII's reign, iii. 56. See 
Money. 

- box of, intercepted, containing letters of Mary 
~een of Scots, and produced againft her, iv. 497• 

Simnel, Lambert, his hiftory, iii. 12. is received in 
Ireland, as earl Warwic, and proclaimed king, 13. 
is taken, andmade fcullion, I 7. 

Simon, Richard, a priell:, raifes an infurrection againfl: 
Henry VIII. iii. I 2. is taken prifoner, 17. but not 
to be tried, and why, in a court of law, ib . 

Sindercomb condemned, vi. 87. 
Sintzeim, battle of, vi. 2 5 I. 
Siward; duke of Northutnberlcnd, his hiftory, 1, 1 zo. 

his death, I 21. 
Six articles of religion. See Articles. 

Sharp, doCtor, promoted to the archbifhopric of St. An
drews, vi. I 4 I. murdered, 308. 

, -- bithops. See Bijhops. 

Sheep, price of, in Edward II's reign, ii. I 52. fiate 'of, 
in Henry VIII's reign, iii. 285. · 

Sherhorn, bifhop of Chichefl:er, oppofes Cranmer, iii. 
21 I. 

Sherijfi, a new nomination of them, vi. 348. effeas 
ot, 342. 

Ship, firft of the royal navy built, iii. 66. 
Ship-money, firil: levied in England, i. 101.. on mari

time towns, v. 152. on the whole kingdom, 203. 
writs for, felf-contradiaory, 212. decreed for, by all 
the judges of England, 2 I 3. declared illegal by the 
houfe of commons, 2 54· 

Ship;ing, ftate of, in Edward III's reign, ii. 238. de
cay of, then, what afcribed to, 239• ftatc ot~ in 
~eenElizabeth's reign, iv. 733· 

Shi, es, deputies from, firft fummoned to parliament, u. 
46. 

Shirley, Sir Thoma', his cafe, vi. 244· 
Shore, J me, accufed of forcery in the council, ii. 424. 

htr h ftory, 425. her fate, 426. 
Shre·v.-:/l!fr_y, batd~ of, ii. 2S8, 289. . 

earl of, raifes forces without a commifficm, 
to quell infurgents againft Henry VIII. iii. z16. 
attends the duke of Norfolk in an cxpedi·ion ag::inft 
Scotbnd, 253· commands agoinft the Scots, by a 
commiffion from S)merf..:t the protector, 31 o. 

- earl of, added tO· the privy-council, ~·.hen the 
~ccn of Scotland's cafe is under their conllder •ti n, 
iv. sco. appointed to fee the fentence ag in!t her 
executed, 617. informs that princeis of his order-, 
ib. a tends the execution, 619 to 6z2. 

:dilley, Algerno:1, tried, vi. 361. con(~e.11ned, ;,;nd 
txecuted, 9,62. 

VoL. VI. 

Skimer's cafe, vi. 196. 
Slaves, how divided among the Anglo-Saxons, i. 1; 1. 

Sleda, king of Eifex, dies, i. 36. his pofterity hold 
that kingdom, till it is fubdued by Egbert, the foun
der of the Englith monarchy, ib. 

Smalcalde, a league there made among the proteftant 
prin.ces of the empire, iii. 165. forced into a war 
with the emperor, 296. 

Smyrna fleet attacked, v,i. 2 I z. it repulfes the Englifh, 
213· 

Soldters, common, their pay in Edward III's re!gn, ii. 
239· in Htnry V's time, 321. 

S9!ehay, a fea-fight there, vi. z I 7. 
Somerfet, earl of, created, ii. 2 58. prefents an appeal 

againft th~ duke of Glocefter, z62. made marquis 
of Dorfet, 263. · 

__:.,_ duke ot~ enters into c~ofe connections with the 
~een of Henry VI. ii. 344· fucceeds to Suffolk's 
pow~r in the miniftry, 3S6. fent to the Tower, 373· 
releafed, and flain at the battle of St. Albans, 3 7 4· 

--- duke of. See Seymour, Sir Edward. 
--- duke of, his rife·, v. 43; his fall, sz.· 
--- duke of, a lord of the bed-chamber, difmiifd 

from all his employment'. vi. 40 3• 
SouhiJi', his negotiation at L..,ndon, v. T 58. 
S•u!l: ampto·,, earl of, created, iii 21 8. 

another created, iii. z8g. Sec Jf/,hih~/lry. 
puts rhe gr<::at leal1n commi11ion, 290. is depriv~d 
of hi' vffice of chancel:or, hned, and confined, ib. 
i~ put out of the ~ouncil, 29I. by v. ho n his crtdit 
with the p:·oteEt:or w,1s fubve,ted, 3 I 3· meets at Ely
houfe '1\ith \Var.>ic, ~nd others, who aJfume the 
T':l\ver of the cour:c l, 326. and force c;omerfet to 
rdign, 3 2 7. hdo"n :.ft~r dies o( grief, 3 2 3. 

! ;:.oLd·" m}lvn! 
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Southampto~t, made general of the horfe by ~een Eli
zabeth, iv. 689. meets with male-contents at Drury
houfc, 696. ~ppears at Eifex houfe among the con
fpirators there, 697. arraigned, and condemned, 
498. his life is fpared, 701. detained in prifon, 
for pri\·ately marrying Eifex's coufin, 724. 

Spain:bel.:omes formidable by the union of Arra_gon 
and Caftile, iii. r 8 and by its union with the Low
Countries, occafioned by the acceffion of Charles, 
fon of the emperor Maximilian, and the heirefs of 
Burgundy, to the Spanilh. throne, 74• and by the 
election of the Spanifh monarch to the imperial dig
nity,- 109. war between Spain and France breaks 
out, 1 J 4· army of, befieges Bayonpe in France, 
but is conihained to raife the :liege, 1 3 z. expelJs 
the French out ~f Italy, 1 H· routs the French army 
at Pavia, and takes the king prifoner, I 36. a treaty 
between Spain and France, '44· whereby the French 
king recovers his lib~rty, ib. war with France and 
England, I 48. a gener.1l peace re-eftablilhed, 164 •. 
Sp:rin enriched, by the conquefu of Mexico and 
Peru, 165. by the Spanilh kir,g's influence with the 
pope, Pole is created ·a cardinal, 22 5. enters il]tO an 
aliiance with E-1gland againft France, 25·8. which 
give- rife to a ne.v war, ib. military operariom of a 
Spani!harmy, joined with the Engliih, againft France, 
26c. military operations of, ~gainft France, 265. 
·peace with France, 266. makes war· with the pro
tell-ant princes of Germany, 296._,. fuffers great JoKes 
hy that war, 3 58. Philip, prince of, married to 
Mary, ~een of England, 36 L his marriage cele
brated in Weftmir.fter, 3CJ9. acceffion of Philip 
to the thron~ of Spain, and other dominions of his 
father, 386. a truce wi,h Fran;e, broke by the 
f'1ench king~ at the felicitation of the pope, 388. 
in which war, England joins with Spain againft 
France, 391. negotiations for peace v..ith France 
begun, 40'). end in a peace, and marriage of rhe 
Spanifh king wi.h a pri,.cels of France, 4'4• perfe
cution of heretics, in the dominions of Spain begins, 
446. kicg of fuHOrts ·the na.ional religion of 
France, 448. Forms a r.~cret treaty with the hou[e 
of Gu;f~ fo-r that purpole, 449.. a treaty of peace 
bet,etn Spain and England, )35· the revolt of 
Hol'and and Zealand, and other to,, ns and provinces 
in the Low Counrries, 548., 549· mutinies in the 
Spar>ifh army in the LQw CO--ntries, ~ S 1. a Span ih 
invafion of Ireland,~ s6o. Portugal added t'J Spain, 

5s6. plantations of, pilLged by Drake, 588. an 
tngagement between the Engldh and Spaniih armies 
jo the Low-Coontri<s, 589. ft·et of, ddhoyed at 
Cadiz, 627. great preparations 111 Spain f.Jr ~n in
vafion of E g aGd, 6zc;. t:,eir armada defe.1ted, 
61q Rcet o', take5 an E:1\!.ltih man of war, 64.2. 
,,;hich is the firft they ever took, ib war be:ween 
Sp.lin and France, 66 T. peace be: ween France and 
Spain, 67 !. 6paniards arrive in lreland1 to fupport 

E X. 
the rebels there, 704. expulfion of, 705. depreda. 
tions of, complained of in England, v. 29. a truce 
between Spain and H~lland, 30. negotiation with 
England, about marnage and the Palatinate, 7 r. 
the prince of Wales there, and careffed by the Spa
niih monar~h, 92• allowed to return, 93· a re
markable dtfco~rfe between the kin~ of Spain and 
the earl of Bnftol, ror •.. war with England and 
Hol}and, 103. an expe.ditton fro_m England agai11 fl:: 
Spat.n~ 14·3· peace Wlth England, I89· acts of 
hoftthty between England and"Spain, vi. 66. war. 
decbred, 69. galleons of, taken, ib. armies of, 
defeated at Dunes,. by the combined armies of Fra101ce 
and England, 84. peace bet\\ee·n France and Sp!lin~. 
1 oz. war breaks out again between thefe two. 
powers, 1 82. ~eace again, r 86. the king of, . af
fiil:s Holland aga1nft France, 227. unites with Hol-
1 and and other, powers, in a grand confederacy a
gainft France, 41 3• 

S, alattJ, archbilbop of, turns pr.otefl:ant, v. IJ3· 
Spenfir, Hugh, his character, ii. 137· he becomes the: 

king's favourite, and the object of the hatred of the 
barons, 138. efftCl:s of his avarice, ib. he with 
his father, is ba~ilhed by the parli1ment, 13~. re-
called by the kmg, I 40.' more \nftances of his 
avarice, 141. his fath~:r executed by the ~een's. 
p~rty, I 45. he undergoes the fame fate, 146. a de
tat! of old Spenfer's.loifes in an ·infurrecrion, 15 3·. 
remarks on this detail, IH· · 

- lord, is cre_ared earl of Glocefler, ii. 263. de-
graded, 274! co,tfpires againfr Henry IV. 283•-
flain, 284, . 

-.-- an a~thor,,his.cbraCl:er, iv. 738; 739· 
Sp;cer, Mr. hts fpeech m the houfe of commons, touch-. 

ing the prerogative, iv,. 708-. 
Stacy, an ecclefiallic, his crime and punilhment, iv., 

724; 
Staffird, earl of,. tried, vi. 3Z5· condemned, p6. 

executed, 327. 
Sta.Jfords, Sir Humphrey and Thomas,, head an infur .... 

reC!ion, iii. 1 o. the e!defl: is executed at Tyburn, I I. 

and the other fLes to a fanctuary, ib. 
St . .Albans, £rH battle of, ii. 374· fecond battle of, 381.. 
St .Aftldrews, befieged by the ~een-regent's pany, iii. 

289. furrendered, 300. 

Sta.>dey, lord, acculed by Clifford, as an a better of War-
beck's imp,ofture, iii. 3~· condemned and executed, 
39· 

Star-Chamler, court of, author:ty of, extended to the 
decifioQ of private caufc5, ii. 235· how founded, 
iii. 6r. Hate of, in Q£een Elizabeth's reign,. iv. 
717. how they ufed the1r ._,riloners, 7I9·, itate of, 
under James 1. v. ru~. feveritieb of, '99· pro
nounces judgmerH againft Prynne, 20J· a_::;ainfl: S.r 
Anthony Roper, 20+. Alifon, &c. ib. againft dif
obeyers of proclamation', 205. condemns Barlwick 
and. Burton, zo6. fin~s the b:fu, p of Lincoln, 20·i· 

prohJbits 
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prohibits vintners to fell or drefs victuals in their 
houfes, ib. obliges them to compound for difobc
dience, z 1 o. puni!hes Lilburn, ib. fentences .of, 
are. reverfed in parliament, z 53. it is aboli!hed, 
z8o. 

-State, council of, its rife, vi. 3• its authority, 3 3. 
SteaFng. See Theft. 
Stephen, a younger fon of Adela, daughter of William 

the Conqueror, character of, i. 248. he is crowned 
king of England, 249• grants a new charter to his 
fubjects, ib. the methods he took" to enfure his 
-throne, 250. violates the privileges of his fubjech, 
·252. repulfes a ~cots invafion, ib. obiiges a 
nobleman and a bilhop to give up their fortreffes, 
2B· is fummoned to appear before a fynod at Weft
rninfter, ib. falJs OUt with his c!ergy, 254-. is made 

-a prifoner in battle with the emprefs MJtilda's parti
zans, 2 55, is exchanged for earl Robert, her 
brother, 258. his party is laid under a papal inter
dict, 259· effects of, ib. makes a compromife with 
Henry, Matilda's eldeft foo, 260. dies, ib. his 
character, 26I. 

Sti~ard, archbi!hop of Canterbury, encourages the En
glifu to oppofe the Normans, i. 6 5. is not allowed 
to be prefent at the coronation of William the Con
queror, I 67. character, I 81. he is degraded by the 
pope's legate, 182. . 

St. Johl!, knights of, . obtam the polreffion of the 
knights templars, ii. I 5 I. 

St. Omers, battle of, v. 352• 
Eto·w, battle of, v. 484. 
St. Thomas, ofCanterbury, legendof, iii. 221, 222. 

St. Paul's Church, repaired, v. 99· 
St. !Z_uintin, battle of, iii. 93· · . 
&raiford; earl of, made prefident of the council of York, 

v. 192. lord lieutenant of Ireland, ib. and gene
ral of the army againft the Scots, 241. . his conduct, 
Z4-5· he is impeached, 246. thrown into theTower, 
249• a committee of both houfes, prepare a charge 
againft him, 264. privy ·-counfellors examined a
gainft him, 265. articles of impeachmen~ drawn up 
againft him, 266 .. they ~re repe!.ed_ by his apology, 
z6S. a bill of attatnder Is brought mto the houfe of 
-commons againft them, z7 3· the methods ufed to 
make it pafs, ib. a new difcovery that then happen
ed, greatly contributes towards the fuccefs. of this 
meafure, 27 4· the then circumftances of .the houfe 
of lord', 27 5. the bill paffes that houfe, 1b. a fatal 
fiep taken by Strafford, 276. the king confents to 
the bill, 277. the earl is executed, 278. 

-Stratford, archbilhop, difobliges king Edward III. ii. 
I 81. his conduct on the king's landing from France, 
182. is reconciled to 1he king, 183. 

Stria/and's motion for a reformation of the liturgy, how 
received, iv. szz. how agreeable to ~een Eliza
beth, ib. 

St.rigul, earl of, his agreement with the king of Leinfier, 
j, _301. makes himfelf mailer of Dubhn, 302. be-

comes. polfelfed of the kingdom of Leinfl:er, by his 
marriage with the heirefs, ib. routs the king-of Cor..
naught's army, 303. is fa overawed by Longchamp, 
that he dares not produce the king's mandate, ap
pointing him counfelor to that nobleman, 34•· af-
1ill:s John to mount the Englilh throne, 3 57. nov.r 
earl of Pembroke, lays a plan for the relief of Chateau 
Gaillard, 364. is difappointed, "365. 

Stum·t, his cortefpondence with Fagel, v. 41 ~· 
Subjidies and Fifteenths, the king confent~ that they be 

d1fpofed ofby a committee of parliament, v- 98. nfe 
of, 118,119. changedintoalandtax, 1I9. four 
for the laft time voted, vi. '57· . 

Surclj/ion of the crown, fettl.ed in Henry VIII's time, by 
act of parliament, iii. 232, 2B· further fettlemrnt 
of, z6z. changed by patent, 343• 34+ another 
fettlement of, 356. 

Sueton;us, Paulinus, made governor of Britain, i, 5· 
his adminif!:ration, 6. recalled, ib. 

'Suffolk, earl of, chancellor of England, impeached by 
the houfe of commons, i. 250. the frivolous ch.u<;e 
brought againft him, z 51. deprived of his cffice, 
2 -z. 

- another, app('linted commander of the Englifh 
anny befieging Orleans, ii. 333· obt~ins a large 
convoy of provifions for the ufe of the befiegers, 334· 
dares not venture to attack the convoy direCted by the 
Maid of Orleans, for the ufeofthetown,· 338. his 
army is daunted, 3 39· he is made a priioner, 341. 
difpatched to Tours, to negotiate a peace, 353· pro
motes the king's marriage with Margaret of Anjou, 
354· in conjunC.lion With the. ~een and Wmche
fter's partizans, refolves on the duke of Glocefter's 
ruin, 35')· is promoted to the ducal dignity, ib. be
comes the object of public hatred, 363. his defence, 
when impeached; 364. he is banifhtd the kingdom, 
366. murdered, ib. 

- duke of, hiil:ory of, iii, 57· confpires againft 
Henry VII. and leaves the kingdom, 58. return< 
and is committed to the Tower, 59· beheaded, 
88. 

-- duke of, created, iii. 93~ marries Margareh 
the ~een dowager of France, and younger lifter of 
Henry VIII. g6. is offended with the king, and re
tires from court, 98. commands in an expedition ag;,inft 
France, 131. is one of the jury that tries and conb 
der;r111s Ann Boleyn, 207. commands forces ~gainft 
infurgents, 215. remonftrates againft the crt1elty of 
the fix articles, 234. his fpoufe, the ~een- dowa
ger, dies, 270, d-ies, 348 .• 

- duke of, fon of the former, accompanies the 
-duke of Northumberland at the prodamation of lady 
Jane Gray, iii. 349· is taken into cufiody, andre
.cov~rs his liberty, 35 z. engages in a confpiracy 
agamft ~een Mary, and fecretly leaves London, 
36z. is brought back a prifoner, 3'63. tried, cor
demned, and executed, 366. 

- earl of, created, v~ 45· 
1 2 Sulta11, 
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Sultan, So!yman, his negotiatiOn with the king of 
France, difcovered by that monarch to the king of 
Spain, iii. 24 r. information of this perfidy fent to 
the Sultan by the king of Spain, 242. 

Sun_derland, earl of, maJe fecretary of fiate, vi. 300. 

favours the exclufionifts, 320. is brought again into 
the adminifiration, ib. ts continued by James IT. 

37 5· -
Surrey, ear I of, is made treafurer, iii. 70. charaCler 

of, ib. is fent to the b0rders, to put them in a pof
ture of defence, 84. commands the main body of 
the Englifh, at the battle of Flouden, 92. is created 
duke of Norfolk, 9 3· See Notfolk, 

- eldeft fon of the former, obtains the title of 
earl of Surry, iii. 93· is made admiral of the Spa
nilh domimonc, I 23. commands in an invafion 
of France, 125. but cannot make himfelf mail:er of 
one place, ib. attends the king in an exped1tion a
gainil: France, 265. is left in France, behind the 
king, and made governor of Boulogne, 276. his 
trial, charatl:er, and execution, ib. 

Irifex, kingdom of, form~d, i. 36. falls under the 
dominion of Weffex, 37· 

--- earl of, appointed a commiffioner to try the 
caufe between Mary Q::een of Scots~ and the Scots 
nation, iv. 492. by letters, difcourages Mary's 
party in Scotland, 5 19. concerts with the French 
ambaifador, the terms of the marriage contract be
tween the Q::een and the duke of Anjou, 568, 569. 
how. regarded by the Q::een, 5'69. 

Sujremacy of the king, declared in p-arliament, iii. 18o. 
penalty of denying it to Edward VI. •305. title of, 
for fome time, retained by ~een Mary, 356. «t 
length left .out of the fummons to parliament, 369. 
penalties enatl:ed againil: fuch as refufe that title to 
~een Elizabeth, iv. 410. 

Sweden, a treaty with that kingdom, relative to com# 
merce, iii. 335· king of, propofed as a hufuand to 
~een Mary of England, 398. a treaty of peace 
between the king of Sweden and Poiand, v. 161, 
large dominions in Germany, Hdded to Sweden, 62. 
king of, obtains a great vitl:ory at Warfau, 63. 
makes an alliance with England, 66. accedes to a 
league between England and Holland, 185. and to 
the treaty of Aix-la-chapelle, 18-6. armies of, in
vade Pomerania, 247. is included in the treaty of 
Nimeguen, 264. 

s.weyn, king of Denmark, in conjunction with Olave, 
king of Norway, invades England, i. 94· takes up 
his quarters in Southampton, ib. foon after Olave's 
departure, he evacuates the kingdom, with his fol
lowers, 9S• invades England again, 100. a treaty 

•. of peace is purchafed, by payment of one hundred 
thoufand pounds, 101. he dies, 102. 

Swfi, confederates with the dutchy of Milan, and in
ctte the Milanefe to revolt from France, iii. Sz. 
enters France with a formidable army, but are bought 
off by· large prefents, 90. retain their animofity 
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again!l the French, and take the rdlorcd dt1ke of 
Milan under their proi:eaion, I oz. are beaten by 
the French at Marignan, ib. difgufr the duke of 
Milan, by their tyranny, 103. a great body of them 
is hired by the French king, and defei"t his intereil:, 
133· 

T. 

T AN C RED, king of Metlina, his fears, whett 
the crufaders take !helter in his dominion~, 

i. 336 .. his infidi.ous behaviour on that occafion, 
337· it proves ineffeClual, 338. 

Tangien, given by the king of Portugal, to king 
Charles II. in dowry with a Portuguefe princefs, vi. 
q8. 

Tenefls, nature of, v. 41. 
1axes, il:ateof, inthereignofEdward-1. ii. 124. en

creafed by Edward III. at his pleafure, 2 3). how 
impofed, under the houfe of Lancafrer, 3 2.2. impo
fed by Henry. VII. without confent of parliament, 
iii. I 27. one grievous, impofed on the whole king
dom, 316. ftate of, in England, during the com
monwealth, vi. 122. 

Taunton befieged, v. 397· relieved, 39-8. befieged. 
again, ib. relieved again, 401. 

Taylor, bifhop of Lincoln, refufes to kneel at the cele
bration of mafs, in face of the parliament, and is
violently thruft out of the houfe, iii. 356. 

- dotl:or, accufes Lambert, a fchool-mail:er, of 
herefy,_ Iii. 228. effea of this ftep, ib. 22g,. 
~ parfon of Hadley, his conftancy-in fuffering, 

iii. 378· 
TemplarJ, knight~, order of, banilhed from France, ii. 

269. the behaviour of their grand mailer, in a na
tional fynocl. in England, 279-> 

Temple, Sir William, prefident •at Bruffels, goes to the 
Hague, vi. 184. negotiates the triple league, 18 5. 
makes peace at Aix-la-chapelle, 186. is recalled, 
205. his remonil:rance, 239· is again fent abroad, 4+0· 
returns to England, 257. plans a peace, z58. in Hol
land, makes a conditional peace, 26.2, concludes a de
finitive treaty of peace at Nimeguen, 2.64. advifes tbe 
king to nominate a new privy-council, 300. retires 
from court, 3 I 3· his charaCter as .an author, 452· 

Tenets and 'Tenures, military, firil: introduced into Eng· 
land, i. 101. in capite by knight's fervice, nature 
of, 407. 

'Ierouane, befieged by the Engli!h, iii. 88. furrendered, 
89. fortifications of, demolilhed, ib, 90. 

'Iewlu.Jbury, battle of, ii. 408. 
Texel, a fea fight there, vi. 2 32· French conduct: 

there, ib. viCtory of, doubtful, 233· 
Thanes, what, and how difi:inguilbed, i. 148. 
'!"heft, how punilhed among the Anglo. Saxons, 1. 157. 

when made capital, iii. 246. 
1heobald, archbilhop of Canterbury, 

England, i, 258. his death, 271. 
made legate o£ 
effeCts of: ib •. 

Theod9rc,. 
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Th,odot·t, arcbbiibGp of Cante,rbury, calls a fynod at 
Hatfield, i. 45. aB:s of, ib. . 

'lho/Qrfi, count of, his territories invaded by Richard, 
fan of Henry II. i·. 323. 

Thomas a Becket, hifiory of, i. 27 I. made chantellor, 
ib. greatly aggrandized, 27 2. promoted to the fee 
of Canterbury, z7 3· his behaviour on that occafion, 
ib. he attacks the earl of Clare, and William of 
Eynsford, 274· by the king's- order, is forced to 
abfol\'e William of Eynsford, 275· the then fiate of 
eccldiafiic government, ib. a quarrel arifes between 
the king a:·.d Becket, about the privileges of the 
cht' ch, z;6. he oppofes the king in a national 
fynod, 277. is prevailed on to fign the confiitutions 
of Clarendon, 279. but repents of his compliance, 
ib. is condemned in a fynod of prelates and bJrons, 
281. confults with his fuffragans, about a demand 
of money made on him by the king, 282. his ex
U'aordinary behaviour thereon, 28 3. he leaves the 
kingdom, z84. his reception beyond the feas, 285. 
tranfatl.ions be(ween the pope and him, ib. his 
other conduct, 286. the ufe he makes of his lega
tine commJ.IIion, 287. he oppofes a reconciliation 
between the king and the pope, 289. makes a com
promife with the king, zgo. his behaviour relative 
to the coronat;on of prince Henry, 291. his trium
phal return into England, 292. he excommunicates 
prelates and others, ib. is aifaffinated at the altar, 
2Y4· canonized by the pope, 297. the puni!hment 
of his murderers, 318. his £brine is held in great 
veneration, iii. 221. how regarded by Henry VIII. 

_222. legend of. See St. 'Thomas. 
Throcmorton, Sir John, tried, and condemned, m. 

366. • 
Sir Nichola~, tried, and acquitted, m. 

366. but re-committed to the Tower, ib. releafed, 
3 7 1. am baifador at Paris, d ifcovers to ~een Eli
zabeth the hoft,ile intentions of the French, iv. 425. 
in vain, makes applications to Mary ~een of Scots, 
for a ratification of the treaty of Edinburgh, 430. 
his converfation, when alone, with Mary ~een of 
Scots, 43 2. effect thereof, 433· orders Darnley, 
upon his allegiance, to appear in England, 4C o. 
joins in an application to Q!Jeen Elizabeth, to de
clare her fucceifor, 472. fent again into Scotland, 
to mediate between the Q£een and the infurgents. 
48 3· the purport of his remonfirance on that occa
fion, ib. 484. fupports the mildeft propofals, and 
offers his miflrefs as gurantee of the accommodation, 
s-'fihal;, !late of, in the reign of Edward II. ii. 15 3· in 

the reign ofHer.ry VHl. iii, 258. 
f!inda!, flies lO Antwerp, iii. 186. how employed 

there, ib. how furni!hed with money to tranflate 
the Scriptures, 187. how dangerous this work is to 
the Roman fa1th, ib. 

•I;rr·el, Sir James, un~ert<1krs the murder of Edward 
V. and his brother, the duke of York, ii, 4z8. 
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commits the murder, 429. is executed for anothel' 
crime, iii. s8. / 

'Tithes, firft eftabliibed in England, i. 50. enlarged 
beyond the Levitical law, 51. 

'Toleration, difputed of, by 1he minifl:eTl6 of Q£een Mary.~ 
iii. 3 7 3. reafons for it, 37 4 to 3 76. againft it~ 

, 376, 377• it is rejected, 377• 
'Tongue, his information, vi. 276. 
'Tonnage and Poundage, duties of, granted to Henry V. 

for life, ii. 310. to Richard III. for life, 43 ~· 
hi !lory of, v. 3 3. rates of, altered,· ib. rem on~ 
firated againfi, 34· complained of again, 16z. an
other remonftrance againft it, 17 6. ftate of, under 
Charles I. J 8o. Barons, and other,, and cuftom
houfe officers, troubled about it, 186. it is made de
pendent on the pleafure of parliament, 262. granted 
to king Charles If. for life, vi. 133· to James II. 
for the fame term, 379· 

'Tonjlal, bi!hop of London, afterwares of Durham, is 
fent to Madrid, with propofals for an invafion of 
France, iii. I 38. his contrivance to fupply Tindal 
with money, when tranfiating the Scriptures, 187. 
oppofes Cranmer in the convoc~.tion, 211. difputes 
.with Lambert in Weftminfter hall, 229. is appoint
ed one of the regency of Edward VI. 288. difplaced 
from the council board, 295· character of, 339· 
thrown into the Tower, and a bill of attainder paft 
in the houfe of peers againft him, 340. which is re
jected in the houfe of commons, ib. dep~rived of his 
bifhopric, 341. relealed from the Tower, on Mary':J 
acceffion, 352. re-inftcted in his fee, 353· 

--- Sir Richard, carries to the French propofals 
for an accommodation, iii. 2·4. 

'Torture, how ufual in ~een Elizabeth's reign, iv, 
7 rg. .. 

'Tory and Whig, when, and how thefe diftinctions arofet 
vi. 316. 

<J ajii, duke of Northumberland, elder brother to Ha
rold, his crueltie•, i. I z6. he flies to the court of 
Baldwin, earl ofFJanden, 127. infefts the coafis of 
England, 134. defeated by Harold, and fiJin in 
battle, I 3 5. 

'Tournament!, See Knight. one at Paris, in which the 
king is :llain, iv. 4'5· 

'Tournay, a city in Flanders, defcription of, ii. 178. 
clofely befieged by the Englifh, ib. rei evcd by a 
negotiation, 179· befieged, and taken, by Henry 
Vlli. iii. 90. refiored to France, Io6 .. 

'Toulon, battle of, ii. 386. 
Towns, cautionary, bound to OEeen Elizabeth, IV·. 

552. retained in her hands, greatly check the 
growing power of the Dutci1, 662, delivered up 
by James I. v. 55· 

--- maricim.c, ordered to equip lhipo, v •. 1; z. 
Tounfenct's extratl of fpeeches in the houff', in Queen 

Elizabeth's reign, recapitulated, iv. 7c8 w 71;: · 
<[, aquaire, earl ot; intercep:s a letter, v. 2jO. tffcct!l 

of, 231. 
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<Trade, ftate of, in the reign of James I. v. 16. board 
of, ereCted, I 24. See Commerce. 

'Irct7/on and Rebellion, how punifhed amor·g the Anglo
Saxons, i. I 57· how limited by parliament, in the 
reign of Edward III. ii. 233· extended beyond the 
three cafes in Edward III's reign, iii, t8o. further 
extended, 21 o, 248. appointed to be tried in any 
county where the king pleafes, 249· ftate of, dur
ing Henry VIII's reign, 280. all relative to it re
pealed, fince the ftatute of Edward III. 304. 

Tt e.filimz, S·r Robert, gives his opinion in law, concern
ing the validity of the king's commiffion to Glocefter's 
faction, ii. 2 s 3· is condemned to death by the 
peers, z 54-· 

'Ire'Ves, taken by the Imperialifl:s, vi. 2>p. 

'Irijlamare, Henry, natural brother of Peter, king of 
Caftile, feeks refuge in France, ii. 2z5. is proteCt
ed and affifted by the king of France, 226. becomes 
king .of Caftile, by the murder of his brother, 
227; 

'Tromp, a Dutch admiral, lights Blake at Dover, vi. 
40. be<1ts him at the Godwin, 41. is beaten in 
the channel, 42. on the coaft of HoHand, S s· in 
another engqgement there, -flain, ib. 

Van, his fon, is beaten by the duke of York, 
vi. 164, beats the duke of Albemarle, 168. is 

-beaten by Albemarle, 170. his commiffinn is taken 
from him, 1 7 1. under De Ruyter, fights the Eng
lifh at the Texel, 232. 

t.lroops, difciplined, Jirft mentioned to be kept in Eng~ 
land, i. 83. 

'Iro)'e, treaty of, ii. 3IS. 
·9:ruro, five thot;tfand royalifts furrender there, v. 402. 
'Tudor, Sir -Owen .• marries Henry V's widow, ii. 320. 

he is beheaded, 3 8o. 
:Fumult~, encouraged by the houfe of commons, v. 3 I 'i• 

a difference made hetween tumultuary petitioners on 
one and t-he other fide, 316. 

'T.urcomans, or Turks, their behaviour to chriftian pil
grims, i. zo9. efFeCts of, in roufing the chriftians 
to crufading, ib. the firft fuccefs of thefe crufades, 
221. See Crufadts. 

Ff"urkey Company, a trading company of merchants, pa
tent of, granted, iv. 732. 

']'urmne, martha!, conquers divers towns, vi. 219. is 
over reached by the Imperialifh, 233. beats them at 
Sintzeim, 241. prevents them from p:•ffing the 
Rhir.e, 246. is Jlain, ib. 

,tfun;er, hist;ial, vi. 306. 
'Turnb?lt, battle of. iv. 663. 
'IutlmiJ'• Mary, Q:!een of Scots, confined there, iv. 

'0' 
CJ'.-1edd~le, marquis of, his· adminiftration in Scotland, 

.vi. 300. 
'Tyler and Stra-w, their infurreEI:ion, ii, 246. Tyler is 

. :{lain, 247· and the infurrettion fuppreifed, ib. 
<J)-rconutl, an lriih papill:, made lord-lieutenant of Ire

l<tnd, ..vi. 396. his adminiftration there, 397· 
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T'fro11e, earl of, rebells againfl:· G.!!een El'zabeth, iv. 
· 68::1, 681, troops . under Eil'ex, are raifed in Eng-· 

land to quell it, 682. fent over to Ireland, 68 3~ 
the further progrefs of the infurretl:ion, 684. a truce 
between Elfex and Tyrone, 68 5. further progrefs 

-of the rebellion, 688.. Mountjoy is fent to Ireland, 
in order to quell it, ib. Spaniards land to the aid of 
Tyrone, 704. a joint body of Spaniards and infur
gents, is defeated, 705. the earl furrenders himfelf 
to the ~een's mercy, and is pardoned, 712. · 

Tyrrel, Walter,. by accident, kills William Rufus, king 
of England, 1, zr8. .and goes to -the holy war, ib~ 

u. 

U L 8 <f E ~. county of, a rebellion there, iv. 679. 
a viCtory obtained by the rebels, over the Eng

lifh, greatly elates their fpirits, 681. forces levied 
in Engbnd, to be tranfported to Ireland, in order tQ 

aCt againft them under Elfex's command, 68z, 6~3. 
a ceffation of arms concluded with them, 68 5, lord 
Mountjoy fent againft them, 688. fubmiffion of the 
rebels, 71 z. the whole county becomes the property 
of the crown by forfeitures, v. 42. an infurreClion 
there, z8g. dreadful confequences of, zgo. it 
fpreads all over Ireland, the city of Dnblin only ex
-cepted, 292. the behaviour of the Englifh, of the 
pale, on that occafion, 293. a further account of 
this infurrcction, 36 I. a celfation of arms concluded 
with the infurgents, 363. the infurrettion is quelled, 
vi, 35· . 

Udal, a puritanical preacher, his fingular cafe, iv. 
7 2 5· 

Uniformity, act of, palfed, vi. 146. 
Union of England and Sc~tland, ~ttempted in the reign 

of James I. v. 17. m the re1gn of Charles II. vi. 
1 99· 

Uniled Pro'Vi1ues formed~ iv, 549· fl:!tes offer their 
fovereignty to ~een Elizabeth, 5 84. conclude a 
league with her, 5 86. receive from England, fuc
cours, headed by lhe earl of Leicefter, and chufe 
him gol'ernor, s87. are much difcontented with his 
condutl:, and difcouraged by his ill fuccefs, s89. 
chufe Maurice, Prince of Orange, governor of the 
United Provinces, 6z 8, 629. recover fome towns 
from the duke of Parma, 6;o. fend ambalfadors to 
France, in order to remonftrate againfl: a peace with 
Spain, 670. make a treaty- with France ar.d Eng
land, v. ~. peace with Spain, 30. obtain reftitu·
tion of the cautionary towns from James I. 55. in 
conjunction with England, they make war with Sp1in, 
103, their people malfacre ours at Amboyna, JZ')· 
they pay for a licence to fifh in our feas for one year, 
206. their ftate, at the commencement of the Eng
liih commonwealth, vi. 38. they make war with 
England, 40. carry it on with great fuccefs.. See 
De Ruyter and 'Tromp. their embalfadors endeav_our 

8 to 
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to· renew a peace with England, s z. conclude one, 56. 
are voted by the houfe of commons, violators of the 
peace, 16o. their depredations are complained of, 161. 
four of their fe ttlements a. e taken by the Englilh, 16 2, 

their lhips are ftopt in Englilh harbours, 163. war is 
fbrmally declared againft them, 164. See De Ruyter 
and 'l'ro"•P· they burn the Englifh fleet at Chatham, 
175· infult the Engli{h coafts, 176. make peace 
with Engl.nd at Breda, ib. make a le1~ue with 
England and Sweden againft France, 18 5. a11d peace 
with France at Aix-la-chapelle, 186. a conflderacy 
is made againft them by france and England, ZD4. 

war is declared againfr them by England, z 13. by 
France, 214-: See De Ruyter and Tromp. three of 
their provinces are over-Jan by the French kng, 222. 

See Orange, prince of, Wtlliam. they chufe the 
prince of O.ange Stadtholder, 223. the De Witts are 
malTacred in Holland, 22 5. the ib.tes obtain afilftance 
from the tcmperor, 227' and from Spain, ib. make 
peace with France, 264. make an alliance at Augf
burgh with Spain, and other powers, againll: France 
and other powers, 414. affift the prince of Orange 
to relieve Great Britain, 419· 

Vni'llerjitin, many confulted about the validity of Henry 
VIII's marriage, iii. 166. their anfwer favourable 
to the king,. 168; 

U .• !on, Sir Henry, ambaffador at the court of France, 
his converfatio.n with Henry IV. iv. 693, 

Urhan, pope of Rome, his title difputed by Clement, 
alfo pretending to the pJntificate, i. 216. he kindly
receives Anfelm, archbilhop of Canterbury, ib; 

- HI. dies of grief, and why, i. 3z2. 
- lV. grants the king an aid out ofthe ecclefia1 

ftical revenue, ii. 64. 
Urry, hi, di(ccvery, v. 393· he heads the Covenan

ters in the battle of I nver •. efs, againfr Montrofe, 39;;. 
is put to death, vi. 20. 

llfury, a law againfi it· made, iii. 338. 
Utopia of Sir Thomas More, an extraCl: out of it about 

encloiures, i v. 693. 
Vxhridge, treaty of, there began, v. 383. broke off, 

_y86. . .. 
Yalmce, bilhop of, made chancellor of Scot1and, Ill. 3• 

another, figns a treaty, whereby it is ft1pulated, 
that the French fl-.all evacuate Scotland, iv. 427· 

l!ane, Sir Henry, fecretary, his imprudence in the houfe 
of commor,s, v. 23)· effects of, 2.36. his beha. 

· \'iour on Strafford's tryal, z7 I. his evidence on that 
occa:lon, z7z. effdb 0°, Z73· . . 

- his fon, character of, v. zp. }IJS behavwur 
on Strafford's tnal, 271. he contril'es the folemn 
]eague and covenant, 359· becomes a le.ader of the 
independent1, 376. h1s fpeech In the ho~fe of c?m· 
mons, p;ev.ous.to the new mode!, 37~· IS noml•a
kd a member o' the council of flate, v1. 3· becomes 
btad of the republican party_, 107 •. is confined •. ib. 
his tryal, 15_o. his fentence, 15_1~ his execution, 
1')2... his ch-aracter as an author, tb. 
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l"a11e, Sir Ralph, arrefl:ed and accufed of high treafon,. 

iii. 336. trieJ, condemned, and executed, 337· 
l"r;n Paris, accuied of aridnifm, and burnt, iii. 318. 
Vaj!cds, at what rate obliged to ranfom their over-lord, 

i. 349· their duty to their lord by their tenure, 407. 
. how, and by whom reprefented in parliament, 408. 

Vendome, duke, a French general, his prudence in war, 
iii. 124· . 

Venice and Venetians, a great commonwealth, a defcrip· 
tion of it, iii. 7 5. a great confpiracy formed there, 
ib. try to obLain peace_, but prepare for war, 76• 
embrace the French alliance, 104. defert that al
liance, and form an engagement for fecuring the 
dukes of Milan in that dutchy, 129. are obliged to· 
relinquilh their acquifitions on the coaft of Naples, 
165. negotiations of, with the French king, dif
covered to the Emperor by that prince, 241. the fe
nate is informed of this, 242. 

Vere, Sir Fiancis, commands the Englilh a~xiliaries at 
the battle of Turnholt, iv. 661. 

Vmzeuil, battle of, ii. 3 29. 
Ver'Vins, peace of, iv. 671. 
Villar ·-Jnd Alexander, popes. See A!txan.der and J7/'llor, 
Vidomar, vi:count of Limoges, rebels againll: Richard 

1. i. 3 53. the fevere vengeance taken of his crime 
by that prince, ib. 

Fi!lains, what, i. 15 I. their condition, how chang-
ed, 44-+· . 

Vi fliers, Georgp, his charaf\er, v. s I. is made cop~ 
bearer to the ki0g, 52. is created duke of Bucking
ham, 54· See Buckingham. 

Vintners, how ufed in the court of ftar-chamber, v. 2og. 
the methods they purfued with that court, 21 e. 

Virginia, fettlement of, attemrted, iv. 735· and when 
dfdted, ib. 

'Pi-urcs; ~alue of, before the conqueft, i, 161. price of 
in Edward Il's reign, 1 sz. in the reign of Henry 
VIII. iii. z8~. inthereignofJumesL v. 121 •. 

Vortigern, prince of Dummonium, his advice to the Bri· 
tains, i. 1 I. he is depofed, I 4· d 1es, ·J 5. 

Yort"mer, fucceeds Vortigern, i, 14. l<ii~s, J. ~· 
Vo'l.vei's confpiracy, vi. s;·. 

VI. 

W AKEFIELD, battle of, i;. 38~. 
Wal:eman's trial, vi. 307. 

U'allace, Sir William, ga:hers an army to oppofe the 
Eng:ifh ir Scotlar.d, ii. ro8. his authority is con
firmed by the abfence· of the great nobko, -109. he 
gains a vittory over cbe Enghfh, and is made regent· 
of Sco.land, 1 IO. ·the Scots army, headed by him, 
is routed by the Englif.1 at Falkirk, 1 1 1. he holds 
a conference w:th young Bruce, I 1 z. fuff;;ro a> a 
t altar at London, I 16. See Scotland. 

Walcot's trial, vi. 356. 
Wales, the t-urbulent nature of its prince>: ~. 36, a hif

tvry 
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· tory of them, 3 7. after the defeat of its prince 
L1c:wel'yn, it is annexed to theEnglifh crown,67. na
tives of, are obliged to make fttisfaCl:ion for incpr
fwn~, 19S. G:endour's infurref\ion there, ii. 286. 
that rebel enters intO a league with the earl of Nor
thumberland, againfl: Henry IV. 287. the great 
jurifdietions there, are abolifhed, and authority 
of the king's courtS extended into that principality, 
iii. 200. Jlate of its clergy under the republic, vi. 
33· 

JFales, pr:nce of, Edward, eldeft fon of Edward III. is 
left guardian of the realm during his father's abfence 
in France, ii. 175. afterwards, in another journey, 
goes to France with his father, 192. is made a 
knio-ht, 193· commands the firfl: line of his father's 
'ferc~s at the battle ofCrecy, 195· his gallant beha
vio.ur there, 198. the motto·ofhis creft, how, and 
on what occafi.on there got, 199 his warlike ope
rations at the head of an army in France, 209. he 
penetrates into the heart of France, z 11. prepares 
for battle with the French king, 212. difcomfits, 
and makes him a prifoner, zq. receives him cour
teoufly, 214. prefents his royal prifoner to his father 
in London, 2 15. refl:ores the baoifhed king of Caf
tile, 226. opprelfes his fubjeCl:s of the dutchy of Aqui
taine, ceded to him by his father, 227. his 
1eply to the fummons of the French king, 229. his 
growing infirmities render him unfit for military 
{ervice, ib. his death, 230. and charaCl:er, 231. 

Waller, Edmund, his confpiracy, v. 3 5 I. his punifh
. ment, 352. 

- Sir William, general in the parliament's army, 
charaCl:er of, v. 342. and aCl:s of valour, ib. he 
i~ routed at Roundway down, 345· re-employed, 
353· defeats a party df the king's at Cherrington, 
368. is repulfed at Cropey bridge, 372. joins 
E!fex and Middleton, and attacks the king at New
bury, 373· regards with horror the fcheme of the 
independents, and promotes a plan of accommoda
tion, 376. refigns his command, 380. enters into 
a confpiracy againll. the proteCl:or, vi. 86. 

Waller, poet, charaCl:er of, vi. 127. 
Wallingford-houje, a cabal of, vi. 9 5. 
Waljingham, countenances puritans, iv. 509. ambaf-

fador at Pa-ris, difcovers to Q2een E'izabeth, the du
plicity of that court, 5 41. is ordered to concert 
with the French ambaffador, the terms of the mar
riage contraCt between the ~een and the d'uke of 
Anjou, 565. what informacion he receives before 
the terms are fettled, 566, 567. how therein inter
rupted by the varying refolutions of the Q:leen, s6-. 
he difcovers an extreme averfion to th~ marriage, 
.5c8 . .is fent ambilifador into Scotland, 575· d·ifco
vers confpiracies againfi Q_ueen Elizabeth, 576. con. 
eludes .a treaty at Edinburgh, 591. his advice to 
king J.:tmes, then king of Scotland, 592. difcovers 
Babington's confpirac.y, 596, 597· his politic beha
vic.~r to Babington, 598. urges an open trial of 
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~een Mary, 599· copies ofMary's letters, whic!t 
he had intercepted, taken out of his office, and .pro
duced on her trial, 603. his charaCl:er greatly relied 
on in that cafe, 6o5. fpeech of, on Mary's trial, 
fo7. the charaCter that princefs gives of him, ib. 
his judicious letter to Thurleftan, after Mary's: exe
cution, 625. he oppofes an improvement in t!ie re
venue, 7 30. 

W7alter, archbifhop of Rauen, is appointed by }'{ichard 
I. counfellor to Longchamp, but dares not produce 
his commiilion, i. 341. is made jufticiary of the 
kingdom, in the room of Longchamp, 342. difap
points pope John's treafonable defigns againft Rich
ard, 347• accompanies Qgeen Eleanor to Germany, 
when going to relieve Richard, 349· · 

Walton Church, the fingular behaviOur of-a preacher 
there, vi. 8. 

Waltheof, earl of, rebels againll: William the Conque
ror, 177. fubmits, 178. difcovers in confdlion to 
Lanfranc, a new confpiracy of Norman barons, 188. 
afterwards goes to Normandy, and there difcovers it 
toe the Conqueror, 189. is put to death, 190. 

Warhec, Perkin, hifiory of; and reception from the 
dutchefs of Burgundy, iii. 34· is fent into Portugal, 
where he remains for a year,, ib. affumes the name 
of Richard Plantagenet, and is avowed by the dutch
efs of Burgupdy, and others, 35· and by many of 
the Englifh nobility, 36. the impofior is difcovered 
by Henry VII. 37· and many of his alfociates in 
England executed on that account, ib. 38. lord 
Stanley executed on that accqunt, 38. the effect of 
this execution on the nation, and on the other con
fpirators, · 39· he anchors on the coaft with feveral 
followers, but dares not land, 40. goes to the court 
of ScQt!and with grand recommendat1oos, 43· where 
he is married to lady Catherine Gordon, a near kinf
woman of James IV. ib. a Scots invafion of Eng
land, in his favour, is repulfed, 47. is requefied by 
the king to depart Scotland, 48. invades England, 
49· is taken prifoner, together with his fpoufe, so. 
imprifoned, and breaks prifon, ib. taken and exe· 
cuttd, 51. 

Tf7ardJhips, origin of, i. 410. a law regulating them, 
iii. 200. a full explandtion of their nature, iv. 722. 
annulled, v. 16 

lYarham, archbifhop of Canterbury, charaCler of, iii. 
98. he n:figns the great feal, which is er.trulled 
wirh Wolfey, ib. he ventures to inform the king of 
Wolfey's ufurpations, 108. give, his opinion againft 
the legality of the king's marri .. ge, 15 3. his aUtho
rity as co-legate with Cranmer m this affair, is re-
voked, 155· his de.1th, 174· · 

Warrenne, earl of~ joins prince Edward in fupport of 
the fO) ai caufe, ii. 39· upon the lofs of the batde 
of Lew if, flieo be) ond the feas, 4 3· returns, and 
fignalifes t)imfclf againfi the Scots, 96. is niade go
vernor of Scotland, 97. marches again it the Scots 
revolters, headed by Wallace, 109, is d~feated, 

a·ru::l-
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and· forced to leave Scotland, 1 r o. joins the Lanca
ftrian party againll: Gavall:on, I 3 1 :· 

Warfau, battle of, vi. 63. 
Warcwic, is obliged to raife the fiege of Montargis in 

France, ii. 332. appointed governor of all th_e 
French provinces a little before his death, 3 52. · 

- another, condemned by the peers, but- pardon-
ed by the king, iii. 262. 

- another, one of the greateft noblemen in the 
kingdom, iii. 361. ftiled king-maker, 362. his 
numerous retainers,· ib. is invited to court, but on 
the road, hearing his enemies defigns againft him, 
retirea to his government of Calais, 375· comes 
back, but foon flies again to his government, 376. 
brings over to London a choice body of veterans, 
but is forced again to fly back to his government, 
377• lands again in England, and in a battle at· 
Northampton, takes the king, Henry VI. prifoner, 
ib. is defeated by the ~een at St. Albans, 381. 
and attainted, 383. jointly with Edward IV. de
feats the Yorkifts at Touton, 386. is Cent to Paris, 
to negotiate a marriage between the king and a prin
cefs of France, 393· is greatly difgufted with the 
king's marriage with Jane Gray, 394•· alfociates 
with himfelf, 'the duke of Clarence, 395· continues 
in truft under the king, 398. rebels againft him, 
3.99· on his withdrl\wing to France, is denied 
accefs at Calais, 400. enters into a confederacy 
with the French king, 401. returns to England at 
the head of French forces, 402. becomes mafter of 
the kingdom, 403. caufes- Henry VI. to be pro
claimed king, 404. marches to the North, to en
counter Edward lV ... 406.. is' flain at the battle of 
Barnet, 408. 

--- imprifoned in the Tower, iii. 4· taken·out, 
and led in proceffion through. the ftreets of London, 
14, execqted; 52. 1 

- created, iii. 289. attends, and commands 
under Sornerfet the proreCl:or, in the Scots invafion, 
300. is left there commander in chief, when the 
proteCl:or returns to ;London, 304- inflames the 
quarrel between the proteCl:or and his brother, lord 
Seymour, and bears the firft rank among the protec
tor's counfellor~, 3 I 3• is fent againft an infurrec
tion in Norfolk, 323. m~ets w1th a jur.to at Ely
houfe, who alfume the power of the council, and 
force Somerfet to refign the proteftodhip, 3 27.; now 
at the head of the council, re-admits Somerfet into 
it, p8. is embarralfed with diflir.ulties in the ad
minifuarion, 37·9• remains fteady in promoting the 
reformation, and a£tuates a profecution againft 
Gardiner, 330. is created duke of Northumberland. 
See Northumberland. 

- fon of the former, called by this title, is taken 
into cuftody, iii. 351. but his life is fpared, 352. 
in ~een Elizabeth's reign, makes himfelf mafier 
of Havre de Grace, iv. 4-S'i· capitulates and with
draws his army to England, 456. wh~ch brings 

V:o:t.. VI. 

E ~. 

over the plague with it, ib. is with others adaed to· 
the privy-council, when the affair of Mary ~een of 
Scots comes before it, 498. 

Warwic, a general in the parliament's army, regards. 
with horror the fcheme of the independents, v. 3 76. 
and refigns his command, 380. 

Weir, trial of, vi. 34-S'·· 
Went:u;orth, Patil, his pathetic fpeech. in the houfe of 

commons, iv. s6z. 
---·;._ Peter, his fpeech in the houfe, breathing 

liberty, iv. 525• his premeditated harangue in· 
. that ·houfe, 555· queftioned in the ftar chamber on 

that fLJbjeCl, 5 56. refl:ored tO his liberty and feat 
in the houfe, ib. 5S7. queries of, touching liberty~-
6to~ is committed to the Fleer,- for indecent 
fpeeches in the houfe, 654· releafed, and how,. 
655· 

-- Sir Thomas, his behaviour in the houfe, v. 163, 
169. he is· created earl Straitord, 192. See Straffird. 

Wejfex, a kingdom formed in Bri~ain, i. 37· h1ftory 
• of, .. till the crown defcends to Egbert, ih. to· 40. · 

lineage of that monarch, 4'· in his reign; all the 
other kingdoms are united with this, 4z. 

Weflminjler, a fynod there, i. 25 3· which fummons 
the king to appear before them, ib. further pro
ceedings of, ib. 2 54· a great commotion between 
its inhabitants, and ·thofe of London, ii. 9• 

W rjtphalia, treaty of, vi. 6'2. . 
Wheat, low value of, in the reign _o.LHenry· I. i. 16 J • 

value of, in- the reign of Henry JTI. ii. H• pric.e: 
of, during a famine, 152. See J7.i"Jres. 

Whig and Tory. See T.()ry and Whig. 
White, Thomas, his extraordinary good fortune in tak· 

ing· Spanifh prizes, iv. 653. 
Whitebread, trial of, vi. 306. 
White locke's account of the conferences at Uxbridge, v •. 

340. his fpeech in the houfe of commons, previous.· 
to the new model, 379• 

Wihba, fon ·of Crida, founds the kingdom of Mercia, . 
i. 33• See Mercia,. 

Wzcklilf, John, a fecular prie!l:, begins to~preach refor
mation doCl:rines, ii. 276. is fcr.:ened from the pro
fecution of the bifhop of London, by the duke of 
Lancafler, 277; dies of a paift:y, 27-8 •. t\\O of' 
his moil. eminent difciples are burnt in Germany,, 
320. 

lf'alter, t~e Moneylefs, who, i. 212. he becomes a 
leader of the crufades, ib •. 

Widred, king of Kent, a hifl:ory of his pofierity; i.• 
28. 

Wild, ferjeanti .fpeech of, in Laud's ·cafe, 
Ff'ildrcJ, hifimp of L1ndisferne, appeals 

43· the eifcCl: of this appeal,, 44· 
45· 

v. 387. 
to Rome, i .. 

his merits,. 

Wit!iam, duke of Normandy, hi'j) hiftory, i. 99· he· 
is fucceeded by Richard his fon, ib. the con
nexion of his family with the Englifh crown, how' 
formed, _ ib. 

W:i/Jiam;,, 
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1Fil!iam, natural fon of duke Richard, becomes duke of 
Normandy, i. I zz. hiftory of, ib. he vifits Ed
ward the Confe!for, who thinks of adopting him, 

"and declaring him his fucce!for, I z 3 •. h!s negotia
.tions with Harold, fon and fucc~ifor of earl God
win, about his fucceffion to the Englilb Clown, 1 24, 
125. gives his daughter in marriage to Harold, 
1.25. his meafures are defeated with Harold, who 
now openly afpires to the fucceffion., which is in
tended by Edwav.d, to be difpofed of to the Nor
man, I27. on Edward's death, Harold, in contra
diCtion to his engagement with the Norman, il:eps 
into po!feffion of the Englifh throne, I z8. which 
is infl:autly .claimed by the duke of Normandy, and 
refufed to be furrendered by Harold, 1 29. his re
folution thereon, how founded, to ·invade England, 
I 30, 131. the encouragement he met with .in this 

· undertaking, from his neighbours, t·3 z. his great
eft difficulty towards this en terprife, is got over, 
133. an account _of the duke's mighty fleet and 
army, .I 34· he encourages Tofti, Harold's elder 
,brother, to iafeft the .Englifh coafts, ib. his failors 
terrified with contrary winds, defpair of fuccefs, 
.I H. his alacrity on landing in England, I 36. the 
behaviour of his troops on,that occafion, 137· he 
.gives battle to Harold, 138. routs his army, and 
ilays . him jn pattie, I 39· the behaviour of his 
troops after the battle, J 40. the confternation of 
.;;he Engl1fh, occafioned by this victory, 164. his 

· :meafu1.es after the battle, 165. he is defired by 
the Englifh nubility; to accept the crown, 166. he 
accepts it, and is crowned, ib. 167. a tumult 
bappens at his coronation, Ilf7. he receives the 
fubmiffion of the nobility prefent at his coronation, 
168. his adminiftration at the commencement of 
his reign, I 6g. carries with him into Normandy, 
the Englilb nobility, 170. in his abfence, difcon
tents arife among the Englifh, ib. infurrections 

• fD!low, I7L 'he hail:ens bdck to England, 172. 
quells the infurrections there, 17 3· fupprefiei new 
infurreClions there, 17 8. <:ruelties of, 1 79· he in
troduces the feudal law into England, 180. endea
vours to abolilh the Englifh language, I~Lt-• his ex
ceffive cruelties in England, t86. he fuppre!fes a 
rebelliJn in Maine, a county of France, 1B7. dur
ing his abfence in France, his Norman barons con
fpire againil: him, ib. he receives notice of this 
confpiracy, from earl Waltheof's wife, 188. and 
from the earl, who came aver to Normandy for that 
purpofe, 1 8g. he returns to England, and puni{hes 
the confpirators, ib. returns to Normandy, Igo. 
his proceedings there, and differences with the pope, 
192. he refides fome years in Normandy, 193· 
his eldeft fan Robert rebels againll: him, I 94· is 
reconciled to .him,, 195· and carried with him into 
England, ib. caofes a new foreft to be made at 
Winchefter, I97• punifhes his uterine brother, 
.Odo, bilhop of Baieux,_ 198.. makes war with 

E x.; 

·France, · ib. his death, 199· and immenfe gifts, 
405· 

William, firnamed Rufus, his acceffion to tne ctowny 
i. 203. his charaCter, 204. a confpiracy'is formed 
againll: him, which is fuppreffed, ib. 205. he grow» 
tyrannical in· England, 205. invades Normandy, 
zo6·. and comes to an accommodation with his 
brother, Robert, duke of Norma~dy, ib. affiih 
Robert to reduce their younger brother, Henry, 207. 
.detect~ a c~mfpiracy of his barons. againil: him, and 
punifhes the confpirators, 2'08. obtains a mortgage 
·of Normandy, 2 13· his indifference about religion, 
214. difpofes of the primacy of Canterbory, to 
Anfelm, abbot of Bee in Normandy, ib. preys 
on the ecclefiaftical benefices, 215. quarrels with 
Anfelm, 216. fuppreffes new infurrections in Nor
mandy, 2 17. is wounded tliere, ib. agrees for a 
mortgage of Guienne and Poictou,. 215. is flain 
by accident, ib. character of, 219. a recapitu1a
tJOn of his moll: remarkable enterprifes, ib. 

- only fon of Henry I-. is contracted to the 
daughter of Fulk, count of Anjou, i. 238. re
co;,>,nifed fucce!for to the crown of England, 239· 
periilies at fea, 240. his kntiments of the natives of 
England, ib. 

- of Eynsford, a military tenant of Henry II. is 
e!'communicared without the king's confent, i. 274• 
and by his '9rder abfolved, 27 s. 

--- king of Scotland, joins in a confederacy with 
the French king, and Henry II's fon, againll: Henry 
Il. i. 309. See Scotland. 

- prince of Orange, fixes his refidence in- the 
Low-Countr~es, iv. 548. an account of, and how 
engaged againft the duke of Alva, 549· See 
Ora11ge. 

Williams, bifhop of Lincoln, his charaaer, v. zoo. his 
fate in the fiar-chamber, 209. 

- another, his cafe, vi. · 266. 
Willis, Sir Rich:vd, trufted by all the royalilts, is cor

rupted by Cromwell, vi. 74· he difCovers to the 
proteCl:or, the confpiracies of the royalifts, 86. 
ferv~ the rump parliament in the fame quality, 

99• r 'd k' • Willoughhy, lord, 1ent to a1 the French 1ng, IV. 

650· 
Sir Robert, is created lord Brooke, iii. 9· 

commands in an expedition againU: Brittany, 27. 
Wimbledon, vifcount, his expedition againft Spain, v. 

143· ' 
Winchefter, bifhop of, and cadinal, legitimated fan of 

John of Gaunt, duke of Lancail:er, obtains from the 
parliament, the cu!l:ody of the perfon ~f Henry VI. 
a minor, ii. 323, his' character, and difputes with 
the duke of Glocefrer, 33 I. lands at Calais in 
France, with an army defiined for a crufade, 343· 
whi-ch he lends to his nephew the duke of Bedford. 
ib. in vain mediates a reconciliation between ·the 
<Iukes of Bedford and Burgundy, 347· by the pro-

teCtor's 
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te£l:or's commiffion, attends the congrefs at Arras, 
34-8. leaves it, 349· prevails againft the duke of 

·GJocefter in council, 5 53· conneCls himfelf with the 
Qyeen of Henry Vl. 355· and with others, re· 
folves on the duke of Glocell:er's ruin, ib. furvives 
the duke of Glocelter only fix weeks, 356. his iru
menfe fortune, 383. 

Winchejler, bi1hop of, fecretary, favourite with Henry 
VIII. iii. 70, introduces Wolfey to the favour of 
the king, 8 5· refigns the feals, and retires, 98. 

Windehank, fecretary of archbi1hop Laud, flies beyoad 
the feas, v. 249. 

-Windham, Sir James, tried, condemned, and executed, 
iii. 5s. 

---- Mr. his behaviour to Charles II. after the 
battle of W orcefter, vi. 3 1. / 

Wine licences, a monopoly of them, granted by ~een 
Elizabeth, iv. 691. renewed by James I. v, 34· 

Windfor Palace, when, and by whom built, ii. 235. 
Wijhart, a noted Scots reformer,_ hiftory of, iii. Z97· 

his execution, and prophecy concerning cardinal 
Beaton, 298. how fulfilled, ib. 299· 

Wittenagemot, a Saxon court, i. 14 3. its confiituent 
members, and power, I 44 to 146. 

Witchcraft and Enchantments, a ftatute againft them, iv •. 
453· 

Wo!f, king of Mercia, his hiftory, i. 33· his tranf-
atlions with the king of Northumberland, and 
death, 34· 

Woolley, his influencing fpeech in parliament, iv. 64I. 
Woljey, a favourite of Henry VII. a hiftory of him, iii. 

84. ·is recommended to the favour of Henry VIII. 
by the bi1hop of Winchefter, 8 5. charatler of, 86. 
he gains the king's confidence, ib. is made arch
bi1hop of York, and permitted to unite with that 
fee, the fee of Durham, 97. his pride and avarice, ib. 
98. he obtains the feals, 98. enjoys, without a rival. 
the king':; favour, ib. is difgufted at the French king, 
103. effectually courted by him, 105. obtains for that 
monarch, reftitution of Tournay, 106. is appointed 
legate of Rome, 107. and erects h.is legatine 
court, ib. appoints a perfon of a fcandalous life, 
to be judge of .that court, Io8. grows more cau
tious in his behaviour, by reafon of complaints 
brought againft him to the king, ib. advifes the 
king to agree to an interview with the French king, 
I 10. is courted by the emperor in perfon, 111. 

who flatters him with the hope of the papal dignity, 
ib. he regulates the ceremonial obferved at the 
meeting of the Engli1h and French kings, ib. at
tends the king in a vifit to the emperor, IlJ. where 
he is again fl;~.ttered with the promife of the empe
ror's interell in his favour, in cafe of a vacancy in 
the papal chair, ib. mediates ineffeB:ually; betv.een 
the Emperor and the_ French king, 1 I 4• 1 1). 

his uncontroulable power in England, 1 1 ~· he 
caufes the duke of Buckingham to be forfeited, 
ib. is difappointed of the papal chair, 123. is 
again flattered by the emperor, with the hope of 

E X. 
that dignity, ib. his fpeech in the houfe of com
mons, 128. is again difappointed of the papacy, 
1 z9. influences the king to conclude a treaty with 
France againfl: the Emperor, 134. inflames the 
king againft the emperor, 137. and advifes him t() 
conclude a new treaty with France againfl: the em
peror, 138. receives a large prefent from the 
regent of lrance, I 39· becomes generally odious, 
140. and is reproved by the king, ib. a large 
revenue is ftipulated for him out of Naples, if con
quered, 145· he fortifies the king's fcraples about 
his marriage, 1 s I. is appointed, in conjuntlion 
with the archbi1hop of Canterbury, a commiilioner 
to examine the validity of the king's marriage, 15 3• 
by a new commiilion, Campeggio is joined with him 
in that affair, IS 5. the King and Qgeen prefent 
themfelves before Wolfey and Campeggio, fitting in 
judgment, •57· procedure in that caufe, till ;tis evok
ed to Rome, 158, 159. Wolfey forefees the writ of 
evocation ta be the fore-runner of his ruin, 1 59• 
his dellruetion is refolved on by the king, and the 

·great feal is taken from him, t6o. his plate and 
furniture are feized, ib. a long charge is voted 
againfl: him by the houfe of peers, I 61. he is 
pardoned, and his plate and furniture are rell:ored, 
x6z. he is arrefted, in order to take his trial, 
169. his dying advice to theconftableofthe Tower, 
ib. his dea• h, I 70. 

Wool, a duty granted on exportation of, ii. 176. price of, 
in the reign of Edward III. %21. ftaple of~ fixed, 
239· an aid in wool, granted to the king, 263. 
duties on exportation, granted to the king for life, 
JIO. 

Worcejler, battle of, vi. 29. 
--- earl of, creJtec, iii. 93• 
-- marquis of, the !aft of the party of king Charles 

I. in England, v. 4I2. · 
Worjhip, public, a law regulating it, iii. 3oc. and againll 

abfenters from it, iv. 643· 
Wotton, dotlor, Englifh ambaffador at Paris, concludes 

a peace with France, iv. 4 I 5. in Scotland, coR
eludes a treaty with the ·French, whereby they eva
cuate Scotland, 427. character, and hi!!ory of, 
590. is fent again into Scotland, and whv, ib. 
returns hall:ily, without taking leave of the' Scots 
king, ib. 591. 

Wounds, prices of, fixed, i. 157· 
Wri~the.fl!Y• m~de chancellor of England, iii. _ 27 2 • 

h1s extraordmary cruelty to a young lady, fufFering 
for her religio.n, 273. his chara0e", z88. he op
pofes the electiOn of a proteCtor, xb. is created earl 
of Southampton, 289. See Southampton. 

Wyat, Sir Thoma,, a curious letter fent to him, con
cerning the drfpute betwee·n He ry V 111. and 
Lambert, iii. 229. he raiies an infurreB:ion againfl: 
Qgeen Mary of England, 362. which is fwppreffed 
and he condemned, and executed, 393-. -• 

lf)•cler/er, charaCl.er of~ vi. 451. ' 
6 
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Y .J L r E R T 0 N, a member of the houfe of com. 
mons, enforces in a fiudied harangue, the prin• 

dples of liberty, iv. 522, 523• 
rirh City, ftate of, at the conqueft, i. 149· primate 

of, crowns .the conqueror, 167. fee of, declared 
fubjeCI: to that of Canterbury, 183. county of, pro-
vides .a guard for king Charles I. v. 32s:~ ·~ i-. 

- duke of, uncle of Richard II. hiS'·. char.a:Clet;,, 
ii. 242. diife~s with his brother t~e duke of'Jf~rr 
cafter, 25-.8. m the abfence of R1chard II. he'~ 
left guardian of the realm, 267. joins his nep~-,v;s 
party, ib. , 

- another, is appointed to fucceed the duke of 
Bedford in his command in France, ii. 350. an ac
count of his· adminiftration there, 351. refJ.gns the 
command to the earl of Warwic, 352· and on his 
death, refumes it, ib. an account of his partizans, 
36z. he is abfent in Ireland, during Cade's infur
reftion, 366. on his return, fees the necefiity of 
fetting up his pretenfions to the crown, j68. the 
topics of his partizans·, 369.. the fuccefs of his· fir-ft 
armament, 372·. he is made by the parliament, 
proteCtor of the kingdom, 373 he takes· the king 
prifoner at St. Albans, 374· is divefted of his·au-· 
thority, by the houfe of peers, 375. demands the 
judgment on the houfe of peers; on the validity of 
his claim to the crown, 37S. marches againft the 
Q!een in the North, 3 79· is defeated, and nain in 
battle, 380. · 

- fon of the former, defeats· a party of the 
~een's troops, headed by the earl of Pembroke, 
ii. 3 8o. colleCl:s the remains of W-arwic's army, 
and advances to London, 3 8 1o there afi"umes the 
name -of king, and is promoted to the royal dignity1 

by a popular eleCtion, 382. See Edward IV. 
- fon of Charles I. goes to York with his father, 

v. 3 z I. vi fits him at Reading, 426. makes his 
ercape over fea, 456. enters into the' Spanilh fe!
·vice, vi. 84. returns with the king, I 17, afi"umes 
the command of the fleet, as lord high admiral,. ib .. 
beats the Du:ch fleet, commanded by Obdam and 
Tromp, I04- upon the dutcheifes death, dec'ares 
himfelf a roman catholic, 209. beats the Dutch 
fleet at Soleb y, 2 I 7· is fet afide from beingadmi
ral, by the indu1gence being revobd, 23 I. mar
ried to a princels of the houfe of Modena, 2 34· 
prefented by the earl of Shaftfbury, to the grand 
jury of Middlefex, as a popilh recufant conviCt, 317, 
a bill is brought into the J10ufe of commons, to ex. 
dude him from the fuccefiion, 302. the exclufion 
bill is renewed in the houfe of commons, 320, paft 
in that houfe, 324. rejeCl:ed in the houfe of peers, 
ib. he is appointed a commifiioner to a Scots par
liament, 343· his adminiftration.in Scotland, 345· 
be is reftored t0 the oiiice of lord high.admiral, 

F I 

without taking the teft, 367. fucceeds to his bro. 
ther- in the throne, 3 7 3. levies the cuftoms and 
excife, granted his brother, during life only, 374~ 
calls a parliament, 376. his fpeech in parlfiur:errf,.... 
377· he obtains for his life, the revenues fettled 
on his brother, 379· and further fupplies, ib. fup
prefi"es Monmouth's infurretlion, 382. caufes him 
to be beheaded, 3-83. fuifers great inhumanities to 
be committed, 384. becomes odious to the nation,. 
3-87. re-afi"embles his parliament, 388. declares 
his intention to purfue arbitrary meafures, 389. an
fwers an addrefs of his houfe of commons in· a 
:furly manner, ib. orders a feigned aCtion to be 
brought againft Sir Edward Hales, in order to try 
the difpenfing power of the crown, 39z. brings 
four popifh lords into the privy-council, 396. 
lodges the fupreme authority in Ireland, in the 
hands of a papift, ib. introduces a Jefuit into his 
privy-council, 397· commands the Btlhop of Lon
don to fufpend doCl:or Sharp, for preaching a
gainft popery, 398. i!fues a commiffion, for a 
high commifiion court, 399· caufes a fufpenfion to 
be pronounced in that court, againft the bifhop of 
London and Dr. Sharp,· ib. by a pro.clamation, 
fufpends all the penal laws, 403. puts papifts in 
poifefiion of the fovereign power in Irel!lnd, 402. 
fends an ambaifador to Rome, and receives a nuntio. 
from thence, 433• by mandate, recommends a. 
friar to the degree of mafter of arts, in Magdalen
college, 405. expels the prefident of that college~ 
and alJ the fellows but two, for difobedience, 40S. 
publiihes a fecond proclamation, fufpending all 
the penal laws, and orders it to be read in all the· 
churches, 407. caufes fix bilhops to be irnprifoned, 
for non-compliance, 408. orders all the refl of the 
clergy to be profecuted, 410. his ~een is brought< 
to bed of a fon, foon afterwards, named James, 41 I •. 

he rejeC!s the offers of France, to affift him ag1inft 
his fubjefts and the prince of Orange, 420. finds, 
by an experil;Oent, that his army difapproves of his 
meafures, 422. he retraas all his meafures, ib. his 
army deferts to the prince of Orange, 42 r;. he is. de
ferted by the princels Ann, and prince George, 426, 
fends off the OEeen, and the infant prince, to France, 
429. withdraws from St.Jarr.e,'s in the night time, 
ib. is feized at Fevoiham, 430.. returns to White
hall, 431, fets Lil for France, 43 z. charaCter of,, 
ib. . 

York, New, or New York, taken J:>y the Engli-lh, vi., 
1 6z. yielded to t~em by treaty, I 77~ 

z. 

Z U L E. S <( E IN, cornmiffion of, in England, vi.; 
4I 7· his cotnmifiion from the Engblh, ~to the 

prince of Orange, ib. the mefi"age he carried from 
the prince of Orange, to king James 11. 43 1. 

N 1 .s. 


