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C H A P. I. 

§(_yeen's popularz"ty.-Re-eflablijhment if the proteftant relt'gz'on.
/:1 Parlz'ament.--Peace with France.--Difgufl betrzveen the 
~een and Mary !f<.!feen of Scots.-Scots qffairs.--Reformation 
in Scotland.--Civil wars in Scotland.--Interpofal of the f<.Eeen 
in Scots qffairs.--Settlement if Scotland.--French affairs.-
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--Wife government of Elz'zabeth. 

N a nation divided like the Englilh, it could fcarce be expected, that the death 1558. 

I of one fovereign, and the acceffion of another, who was ftroogly fufpeB:ed to 
have embraced oppofite principles to thofe which prevailed, could be the 
object of univerfal fatisfacl:ion : Yet fo much were men difpleafed with the ~een's po

prefent conduct of affairs, and fuch apprehenfions were entertained of futurity, pularity. 

that the people, overlooking their theological difputes, exprelfed a very general 
and unfeigned joy that the fceptre had paffed into the hands of Elizabeth. That 
princefs had difcovered great prudence in her conduct during the reign of her 
fifl:er; and as men were fenfible of the imminent danger to which 1he was every 

VoL. IV. B moment 
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moment expofed, the compaffion towards her fituation, and concern for her 
fafety, had rendered her, to an uncommon degree, the favourite of the nation. 
A Parliament had been affembled a few days before Mary's death; and when 
Heathe, archbiihop of York, then chancellor, notified to them that event, 
fcarce an interval of regret appeared ; and the two houfes .immediately refound· 
ed with the joyful acclamations of" God fave QEeen Elizabeth: Long and hap
" pily may the reign." The people, lefs actuated by faction, andlefs influenced 
by private views, expreffed a joy ftill more general and hearty on her proclama
tion ; and the aufpicious commencement of 'this reign prognofricated that felicity 
and glory which, during its whole courfe, fo uniformly attended it*. 

ELIZABETH was at Batfield when fhe heard of her fifrer's death; and after a 
few days fhe proceeded thence to London, thro' crowds of people, who ftrove 
with each other in giving her the ftrongeft teftimony of their affections. On her 
entrance into the Tower, ihe could not forbear refleCting on the great difference 
between her prefent fortune and that which a few years before had attended her, 
when fhe was {;Onducted to that place as a prifoner, and lay there expofed to all 
the bigotted malignity of her enemies. She fe'll on her knees, and expreffed her 
thanks to heaven, for the deliverance which the Almighty had granted her from 
her bloody perfecutors ; a deliverance, lhe faid, no lefs miraculous than that 
which Daniel had received from the den of lions. This aCt of pious gratitude 
feems to have been the 1aft: circumftanc-e in which the remembered any paft in
juries and hardfhips. With a prudence and magnanimity truly laudable, ihe bu
ried all offences in oblivion, and received with affability even thofe who ·had aCted 
with the greateft virulence againft her. Sir Harry Bennifield himfelf, to whofe 
cuf1:ody fhe had been committed, and who had treated her with uncommon feve
rity, never felt, during the whole courfe of-her reign, any effects of her refent
ment t. Yet was not the gracious reception which Jhe gav-e, proftitute and un
diflingcifhing. When the bifhops came in a body to make their obeifance to 
her, fhe expre!fed to all of them fentiments of regard ; except to Bonner, from 
whom fhe turned a .:ide, as from a man polluted with blood, who was a jufr ob
jeCt of horror to every heart fufceptible of humanity :f:. 

Ar-TER employing a few days in ordering her domeftic affairs, Elizabeth noti
fied to foreign courts, her filler's death, and her own acceffion to the crown. 
She fent lord Cobham to the Low Countries, where Philip then refided ; and fhe 
rook ca·re to exprefs to that monarch, her gratitude for the protection which he 
had afforded her, and her defire of perfevering in that friendihip which was fo 

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. ~7 3• t Ibid. p. 374· t Ibid. Heylin, p. 102. 

happity 
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happily commenced between them. Philip, who had long forefeen this event, 
and who ftill hoped, by means of Elizabeth, to obtain that dominion over Eng
land, which he had failed of in efpoufing Mary, immediately difpatched orders 
to the duke of Feria, his ambaiTador at London, to make propofals of marriage 
to the ~een, and he offered to procure from Rome a difpenfation for that pur
pofe. But Elizabeth foon came to the refolution of declining this propofal. She 
faw that the nation had entertained an extreme averfion to the Spanilh alliance 
during her fifter's reign; and that one gr~at caufe of the popularity which 1he 
herfelf enjoyed, was the profpetl:: of being freed, by her means, from the danger 
of foreign fubjettion. She was fenfible, that her affinity with Philip, was exatlly 
fimilar to that between her father and Catherine of Arragon ; and that her mar
rying that monarch was, in effetl::, declaring herfelf illegitimate, and incapable 
of fucceeding to the throne. And tho' the power of the Spanifh monarchy 
might ftill be fufficient, in oppofition to all pretenders, to fupport her title, her 
mafculine fpirit difdained fuch precarious dominion, which, as it would depend 
folely on the power of anothet·, mull be exercifed according to his inclination *. 
But while thefe views prevented her from entertaining any thoughts of a marriage 
with Philip, fhe gave him a very obliging, tho' evafive, anfwer; and he fiill 
retained fuch hopes of fuccefs, that he fent a meffenger to Rome, with orders to 
folicit the difpenfation. 

THE ~een too, on her fifter's death, had wrote to Sir Edward Carne, the Eng
lifh ambaifador at Rome, to fignify her acceffion to the pope; but the precipitate 
Mture of Paul broke thro' all the cautious meafures concerted by that young 
princefs. He told Carne, that England was a fief of the holy fee ; and it was a 
great temerity in her to have aifumed, without his participation, the title and 
authority of ~een. That Elizabeth, being illegitimate, could not poffibly in
herit that kingdom ; nor could he annul the fentence pronounced by Clement the 
feventh, and Paul the third, with regard to Henry's marriage: That were he 
to proceed with rigour he would punifh this criminal invafion of his rights, by 
rejeCting all her applications; but being willing to treat her with paternal indul
gence, he would fiill keep the door of grace open to her: And that if fhe would 
renounce all pretenfions to the throne, and fubmit entirely to his will, 1he fhould 
experience the utmoft lenity which was compatible with the dignity of the apof
tolic feet. When this anfwer was reported to Elizabeth, 1he was aftonHhed at 
the charaCter of that aged pontiff; and having recalled her ambaiTador, fhe con
tinued with more determined refolution to purfue thofe meafures which 1he ha.d 
already fecretly embraced. 

* Camden in Kennet, p. 370. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3iS· 
B 2 
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Re-en~ 1lli!h
ment c!'the 
proteflant 
religion. 

THE ~1een, not to alarm the partizans of the catholic religion, had retained 
eleven of her fillers counfellors ; but in order to balance their authority, 1he 
:added eight more who were known to be affectionate to the proteftant commu· 
nion: The marquis of Northampton, the earl of Bedford, Sir Thomas Parry, 
Sir Edward Rogers, Sir Ambrofe Cave, Sir Francis Knolles, Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
whom fhe created lord keeper, and Sir William Cecil, fecretary of ftate *. With 
thefe counfellors, particularly Cecil, fhe frequently deliberated concerning the 
expediency of reftoring the proteftant religion, and the means of executing that 
great enterprize. Cecil told her, that the greateft part of the nation had, ever 
fince her father's reign, inclined to the reformation ; and tho' her fifter had con
f\:rained them to profefs the ancient faith, the cruelties exercifed by her minHters, 
had fiill more alienated their affeCtions from it : That happily the interefts of the 
fovereign concurred here with the inclinations of the people; nor was her title to 
the crown compatible with the authority of the Roman pontiff: That a fentence, 
fo folemnly pronounced by two popes again_ft her mother's marriage, could not 
poffibly be recalled, without inflicting a mortal wound on the credit of the fee 
of Rome ; and even if fhe was allowed to retain the crown, it would only be on 
an uncertain and dependant footing: That this motive counterbalanced all dan
gers whatever; and thefe dangers themfelves, if narrowly viewed, would be 
found very little formidable : Th1t the curfes and execrations of the Romiih 
church, when not feconded by miritary force, were, in the prefent age, more 

. an object of ridicule than of terror, and had now as little influence in this world 
as in the next : That tho' the bigotry or ambition of Henry or Philip might in ... 
cline them to execute a fentence of excommunication againft her, their interefts 
were fo incompatible, that they never could concur in any plan of operations; 
and the enmity of the one would always infure to her the friendfhip of the other: 
That if they encouraged the difcontents of her catholic fubjefrs, their dominions 
alfo abounded with proteftants, and it would be eafy to retaliate that it~ury upon 

/ them : That even fuch of the Englifh as feemed at prefent zealouily attached to 
the catholic faith, would moil: of them embr-ace the religion of their new foV'e
reign ; and the nation had of late been fo accuftomed to thefe revolutions, that 
men had loft all idea of truth and falfehood in fuch fubjeCts: That the authority 
of Henry the eighth, fo highly raifed by many concurring cireumfl:ances, firfl: 
enured the people to this fubmiffive deference; and it was the lefs difficult for 
the fucceeding princes to continue the nation in a train to which it had been fo long 
accu!l:omed ~ And that it would- be eafy for her, by beftowing on proteftants aH 

"' Strype's Ann. vol. i. p. 5!' 
the-
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the commiffions in civil offices and the militia, the church and the univerlities, Chap. I. 
I 558• 

both to enfure her own authority, and to render her religion entirely predo-

minant*. 
THE education of Elizabeth, as well as her intereft, led her to favour the re

formation; and fhe remained not long in fufpenfe with regard to the patty, 
which fhe fhould embrace: But tho' determined in her own mind, fhe refolved 
to proceed by gradual and fecure fteps~ and not to imitate the example of Mary, 
in encouraging the bigots of her party to make immediately a violent invafion on 
the eftablifhed religion t. She thought it requilite, however, to difcover fuch 
fymptoms of her intentions, as might give encouragement to the proteftants, fo 
much depreifed by the late violent perfeet1tion. She immediate} y recalled all the 
exiles, and gave liberty to the prifoners who were confined on account of re
ligion. We are told of a pleafantry of one Rainsford on this occafion, who faid to 
the ~een, that he had a petition to prefent her in behalf of other prifoners called 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John: She readily replied, that it behoved her firft 
to confult the prifoners themfelves, and to learn of them whether they defired 
that liberty which he demanded for them :j:. 

ELIZA BETH alfo proceeded to exert, in favour of the reformers, fame aCl:s of 
power, which were confiftent with the extent of the royal prerogative during that 
age. Finding, that the proteftant teachers, irritated by perfecution, broke out 

in a furious attack on the antient furperft:ition, and that the Romanifts replied 
with no lefs zea] and acrimony, fue publifhed a proclamation, by which fhe 
inhibited all preaching without a fpecial licence §; and tho' 1he difpenfed with 
thefe orders in favour of fome preachers of her own feet, fhe took care, that they 
fhou 1d be the moft calm and moderate of the party. She alfo fufpended the laws, 
fo far as to order a great part of the fervice; the litany, the Lord's prayer, the 
creed, and the gofpels; to be read in Englifh. And having firft publifhed in
junCl:ions, that all the churches lhould conform thernfelves to the practice of her 
own chapel, fhe forbad the hofte to be any more elevated in her prefence ; an in
novation, which, however fr,ivo!ous it may appear, implied the moft material 
confequences n·. 

_ THESE d~clarations of he~ intentio~, concurring with the preceeding fufpicions; 
made the bdhops forefee With certatnty a revolution in religion, They there-
fore refufed to officiate at her coronation ; and it was with fome difficulty, that the· 

"' Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3 77. Camden, p. 370. t Burnet vol ii p 37 o roa-m.Je 
• • ' '· ' • "•- "' l.l n, P· 37·1·~ 

t Heylm, p. 103. § Heyhn, p. 104. Strype, voL i. p. 4-r. 
H Ca,mden, p. 371. Heylin, p. 104_. Strype, vol~ i. p. 5.4·- Stowe,, p. 63_5,. 
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bifhop of Carlif1e .was at laft prevailed on to perform that ceremony. When fhe was 
conducted thro' London, amidft the joyful acclamations of her fubjetl:s, a boy, 
who perfonated truth, was let down from one of the triumphal arches, and pre-
fented her with a copy of the Bible. She received the book with the moft gra
cious deportment, placed it next her bofom, and declared, that, amidft all the 
cofily tefiimonies which the city had that day given her of their attachment, this 
prefent was by far the moil preciol>ls and moil: acceptable t. Such were the in
nocent artifices, by which Elizabeth iniinuated herfelf into the affetl:ions of her 
fubjeB:s. Open in her addrefs, gracious and affable in all public appearances, 
fhe rejoiced in the concourfe of her fubjetl:s, entered into all their pleafures and 
amufements, and without departing from her dignity, which fhe knew well how to 
preferve, 1he acquired a popularity beyond what any of her predeceifors or fuccef
fors ever could attain. Her own 1ex exulted to fee a woman hold the reins of 
empire with fuch prudence and fortitude : And while a young princefs of twenty
five years (for that was her age at her acceffion) who poifeifed all the graces and 
iniinuation, tho' not all the beauty of her fex, courted the affections of indi
viduals by her civilities, of the public by her fervices, her authority, tho' corro
borated by the firiB:efi bands of law and reli-gion, appeared to be derived en
tirely from the choice and inclination of the people. 

I559· A SOVEREIGN of this difpofition was not likely to offend her fubjetl:s by any 
ufelefs or violent exertions of power; and Elizabeth, tho' fhe threw out fuch 
hints as encouraged the protellants, delayed the entire change of religion till the 

Ap 1
. t meeting of the Parliament, which was fummoned to affemble. The elections ar ramen. 

had gone entirely againfr the catholics, who feem _not indeed to have made any 
great firuggle for the fuperiority; and the houfes met in a difpoiition of gratify-
ing the Q8een in every particular, which fhe could defire of them. They began 
the feffion with an unanimous declaration, "that Q8een Elizabeth was, and ought 
" to be, as well by the word of God, as the common and ftatute laws of the 
'' realm, the lawful, undoubted, and true heir to the crown, lawfully defcended 
" from the blood-royal, according to the order of fucceffion, fettled in the 3 sth 
" of Henry VIII. t" This act of recognition was undoubtedly dictated by the 
~een herfelf and her minifters; and fhe fhowed her magnanimity, as well as 
moderation, in the terms, which fhe employed on that occaiion. She followed 
not Mary's pratl:ice in declaring the validity of her mother's marriage, or in ex
prefsly repealing the atl: formerly made againfl her own legitimacy : She knew, 
that this attempt muft be attended with reflections on her father's memory, 

t Burnet, vol. ii. p. 380. Strype, vol. i. p. zg. :J: 1 Eliz. cap. 3· 
and 
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and on the birth of her deceafed fifter; and as all the world were fenfible that 
Henry's divorce from Anne Boleyn was merely the effect of his violence and 
caprice, fue fcorned to found her title on any act of an affembly, which had too 
much proftituted its authority by its former variable, fervile and iniquitous de
dfions. Satisfied therefore in the general opinion entertained with regard to this 
faa, which appeared the more undoubted, the lefs anxiety fhe difcovered in 
fortifying it by votes and enquiries ; fhe took poffdlion of the throne-, both as 
her birth-right, and as enfured to her by former acts of Parliament ; and fhe 
never appeared folidtous to diftinguifh thefe titles *. 

THE firft bill which was brought into the Parliament with a view of trying their 
difpo'lition with regard to religion, was that for fuppreffing the monafreries lately 
eretted, and for reftoring the tenths and firft-fruits to the Queen. This point 
being gained without much difficulty, a bill was next introduced, annexing the 
fllpremacy to the crown; and tho' the ~een was there denominated governefs, not 
head; of the church, it conveyed the fame exten!ive power, which had formerly 
been exercifed hy her father and brother. All the bifhops who were prefent in the 
upper houfe ftrenuouO.y oppofed this law ; and as they poffeffed more learning 
than the temporal peers, they triumphed in the argument; but the majority of 
voices in that houfe, as well as among the commons, were againfi: them. By this 
act the crown, without the concurrence, either of the Parliament or even of the 
.convocation, was vefted with the whole fpiritual power; might reprefs all here
:fies t, might efhbUh or repeal all canons, might alter every point of difcipline, and 
might ordain or abolifh any re'ligious rite or ceremony :j:. In order to exercife this 
unlimited authority' the ~leen, by a claufe of the att, was empowered to name 
commiffioner~, either laymen or clergymen, as fhe Jhould think proper; and on 
this claufe was afterwards founded the court of eccle!ia:fi:ical commiffion; which 
am~med very hrge difcretionary, not to fay arbitrary powers, totally incompatible 
wtth any exatt limitations in the conftitution. Their proceedings indeed were 
only confiftent with abfolute monarchy; but were entirely fuitable to the genius 
of the act on which they were eftabh:fhed ; an act that at once gave the crown 
all the power, which had formerly been claimed by the popes, but which even 
thefe ufurping prelates had never been able fully to exercife, without fome con= 

cur renee of the clergy. 

• Camden, p. 372. Heylin, p. 107, 108. 
t In determining herefy, the crown was only limited (if that could be called a limitation) to f~ch 

doC'crines as had been adjudged herefy, by the authority of the Scripture, by the firft four general coun
cils, or by any general council, which foJiowed the Scripture as their rule, or tO fuch other doCtrines 

as fuould hereafter be denominated herefy by the Parliament and convocation. J Eliz. cap. z. 
:t 1 Eliz. cap. 1. This laft power was anew granted in the aa of uniformity. 1 Eliz. cap. z. 

I VVHOEVER 

C~ap. I. 
1559· 
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WHOEVER refufed to take an oath, acknowledging the QEeen's fupremacy; 
was incapacitated from holding any office; whoever denied the fupremacy, or 
attempted to deprive the ~een of that prerogative, forfeited, for the firft of
fence, all their goods and chattels, for the fecond were fubjeCI:ed to the penalty 
of a prernunire; but the third offence was declared treafon. Thefe punilhments, 
however fevere, were lefs rigorous than fuch as were formerly, during the reigns 
of her father and brother, inflitted in like cafes. 

A LAW was paffed, confirming all the ftatutes enaCted in King Edward's time 
with regard to religion * : The nomination of bilhops was given to the crown 
without any eleCtion of the chapters : The Queen was empowered, on the va
cancy of any fee, to feize all the temporalities, and to beftow on the bifhops-eletl: 
an equivalent in the impropriations belonging to the crown. This pretended 
equivalent was commonly very much inferior in value ; and thus the QEeen, 
amidft all her concern for religion, followed the example of the preceding re
formers, in committing depredations on the ecclefiaftical revenues. 

TEE bifhops and all incumbents were prohibited from alienating their reve
nues, and from letting leafes longer than twenty-one years or three Jives. This 
Jaw feemed to be intended for fecuring the property of the church ; but as an 
exception was left in favour of the crown, great abufes frill prevailed. It was 
ufual for a courtier during this reign, to make an agreement with a bifhop or 
incumbent; and to procure a fictitious alienation to the ~een, who afterwads 
transferred the lands to the perfon agreed on t. This method of pillaging the 
church was not remedied till the beginning of James the fir ft. The prefent de
preffion of the clergy expofed them to all injuries; and the laity never flopped 
till they had reducecl the church to fuch poverty, that her plunder was no longer 
a compenfation for the odium incurred by it. 

A soLEMN and public difputation was held during this feffion, in prefence of 1ord 
keeper Bacon, between the divines of the proteftant and thofe of the catholic party. 
The champions appointed to defend the religion of the fovereign, were, as in 
former infrances, entirely triumphant, and the popifh difputants, being pronounced 
refractory and obfrinate, were even punilhed by imprifonment :j:. Emboldened 
by this viCtory, the protefi:ants ventured on the ]aft and molt important ftep, 
and bwught into Parliament a bill 11 for abolifhing the mafs, and re-efiablilhing 
the liturgy of King Edward. Penalties were enacted, as well againfr thofe who 
departed fn:n1 lhis mode of worfhip, as thofe who abfenred themfelves from the 
.church :F1t: the facraments. And thus in one feffion, without any violence, 

11> 1 Eliz. cap. z. t St:ype, vol. i. p. 79• :j: Ibid. p, 95· U 1 Eliz. cap. z. 

tumult, 
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tumult, or clamour, was the whole fyfl:em of religion altered, on the very com~ 
mencement of a reign, and by the will of a young woman, whole title to the 
crown was by many efteemed liable to great objeCl:ions : An event, which, tho» 
it may appear furprizing to men in the prefent age, was every where expeCl:ed on 
the firfi news of Elizabeth's acceiT:on. 

THE commons alfo made a facrifice to the ~een, more difficult to obtain than 
that of any articles of religion: They voted a fubfidy of four fi1illings in the 
pound on land, and two lhillings and eight-pence on goods, together with two 
fifteenths*. The houfe in no infiance departed from the mofr refpetl:ful deference 
and complaifance towards the ~1een. Even the importunate addrefs, which they 
made her on the conclufion of the feffion, to fix her choice of a hufband, could 
not, they fuppofed, be very difagreeable to one of her fex and age. The ad~ 
drefs was couched in the mofr refpetl:ful expreffions ; yet met with a refufal from 
the Queen. She told the_ fpeaker, that as the application from the houfe was con
ceived in general terms, only recommending marriage, without pretending to di· 
rect her choice of a husband, ihe could not take offence at the add refs, or regard 
it as other than a new inftance of their affectionate attachment towards her : That 
any farther interpofition on their part would have ill become either them to 
make, as fubjecrs, or her to hear as an independant prince(~ : That even while 
fhe was a private perfon, and expofed to much danger, !he had a! ways declined 
that engagement, which ihe regarded as an incumbrance; much more, at pre
fent would ihe perfevere in that fentiment, when the charge of a great kingdom 
was committed to her, and her life ought to be intirely devoted to promoting the 
interefis of religion and the happinefs of her fubjeCl:s : That as England was her 
hufband, wedded to her by this pledge (and here fhe !hewed them her finge'l" 
with the fame gold ring upon it, with which ihe had folemnly betrothed herfelf 

* The Parliament alfo granted the OEeen the duties of tonnage and poundage ; but this conceiiion 
was at that time regarded only as a matter of form, and fhe had levied thefe duties before they were 
voted by the Parliament: Eut there was another exertion of power, which fhe praB:ifed, and which 
people, in this age, from their ignorance'of the antient conftit~:~tion, may be apt to think a little ex
traordinary. Her lifter, after the commencement of the war with France, had, from her own autho
rity, impofed four marks on each ton of wine imported, and had incrcafed the poundage a third on all 
commodities. OEeen Elizabeth continued thefe impofitions as long as ihe thought convenient. The 
Parliament, who had fo good an opportunity of reftraining thefe arbitrary taxes, when they voted the 
tonnage and poundage, thought proper not to make any mention of them. They knew, that the fo
vereign, during that age, pretended to have the fole regulation of foreign trade, and that their inter
meddling with that prerogative would have drawn on them the fevereft reproof, if no-t chaftifement. 
See Forbes, vol. i. p. qz, 133· We know certainly from the ftat!ltes and journals, that no fuch 
impofitio,ns were granted by Parliament. 

YoL. IV. c ..to 

Chap. r. 
1 559· 
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Chap. I. to the kingdom at her inauguration) fo all Englifhmen were her children ; and 
1 5 )9· while fhe was employed in the rearing or governing fuch a family, fhe could not 

deem herfelf barren, or her life ufelefs and unfruitful : That if ever fhe entertain
ed thoughts of changing her condition, the care of her fubjects welfare would 
ftill be uppermoft in her thoughts: bur fhould the live and die a virgin, fhe doubt· 
ed not but the divine providence, feconded by their counfeJs and her own mea· 
fures, would be able to prevent all difpute with regard to the fucceffion, and fecure 
them a fovereign, who, perhaps better than her own ilfue, would imitate her ex
ample in loving and cherilhing her people : And that for her part, fhe defired 
that no higher charaCter, nor fairer remembrance of her fhould be tranfmitted 
to pofi:erity, than to have this infcription ingraved on her tomb-ftone, when fl1e 
fhould pay the laft debt to nature; " Here lies Elizabeth, who lived and died a 

" maiden ~een * .'' 
gth May; AFTER the prorogation of the Parliament t, the laws enacted with regard to 

religion, were put in execution, and met with no oppo!ltion from any quarter. 
The liturgy was again introduced in the vulgar tongue, and the oath of fuprema
cy was tendered to the clergy. The number of bifhops had been reduced to 
fourteen by a very fickly feafon, which preceded ; and all of thefe, except the 
bilhop of Landaffe, having refufed compliance, were degraded from their fees: 
But of the inferior clergy throughout all England, where there are near 1o,ooo 
pari{hes, only eighty parifh rectors, fifty prebendaries, fifreen heads of colleges, 
twelve archdeacons, and as many deans, facrificed their livings to their religious 
principles :j:. Thofe in high ecclefiaftical ftations, who were expofed to the eyes 
of the world, feem chiefly to have placed a point of honour in their perfeverance; 
but on the whole, the proteftants, in the former change introduced by Mary, ap
pear co have been mt1ch more rigid and confcientious. Tho' the catholic religion, 
adapting itfelf to the fenfes, and requiring obfervances, which enter into the com
mon train of life, does at prefent lay much fafter hold of the mind than the re
formed, which, being chiefly fpiritual, refembles more a fyftem of metaphyfics; 
yet was the proportion of zeal as well as of knowledge, during the firft ages af
ter the reformation, much greater on the fide of the proteftants. The catholics 
continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their ancient belief, or rather their ancient 
praCtices : But the reformers, obliged to difpute on every occafi'on, and inflamed 

* Camden, p. 375· Sir Simon d'Ewes, 
t It is thought remarkable by Camden, that tho' this feffion was the firft of the reign, no perfon 

was attainted; but on the contrary, fome refl:ored in blood by the Parliament. A good fymptom of 
the lenity, at leaft of the prudence of the ~een's government. 

l Camden, p. Ji6. Heylin, p. us. Strype, vol. i. p. 73· with fomefmall variations. 
1 00 
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to a degree of enthufiafm by novelty and perfecution, had firongly attached them- Chap. I. 

felves to their tenets ; and were ready to facrifice their fortunes and even their lives, 1559· 

in defence of their fpeculative and abftratl: principles. The forms and ceremonies 
ftill preferved in the Engli!h liturgy, as they bore fome refemblance to the ancient 
fervice, tended farther to reconcile the catholics to the eftablirhed religion ; and 
as the ~een permitted no other mode of wor!hip, and at the fame fl:ruck out 
every thing that could be offenfive to them in the new liturgy*, even thofe ad-
diCted to ·the Romifh communion made no fcruple of attending the eftablilhed 
church. Had Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, the exterior appearance, 
which is the chief circumftance with the people, would have been fl:ill more fimilar 
between the new and the ancient form of worlhip. As fhe loved ftate and magnifi-
cence in every thing, fhe was fomewhat addicted to the pomp of the catholic re-
ligion ; and it was merely in compliance with the prejudices of her party, that fhe 
gave up either the images or the addreffe-s to the faints, or prayers for the dead t. 
Some foreign princes interpofed to procure the Romanifts the privilege of feparate 
affemblies in particular cities, but the Queen would not comply with their requeft; 
and reprefeRted the manifeft danger of difturbing the national peace by a tolera-
tion of different religions :j:. 

WHILE the QEeen and Parliament were employed in fettling the public religi· 
on, the negotiations for a peace were ftill condutl:ed, firft at Cercamp, then at Peace with 

Chateau-Cambrefis, between the minifters of France, Spain, and England ; and France. 

Elizabeth, tho' equally prudent, was not fo fuccefsful in this tranfaB:ion. Philip 
employed his utmoft efforts to procure the reftitution of Calais, both as bound 
in ·honour to indemnify England, which, merely on his account, had been drawn 
into the war, and as engaged in intereft to remove France from his frontiers in the 
Low Countries. So long as he entertained hopes of efpoufing the ~een, he delay-
ed concluding a peace with Henry ; and even after the change of religion in Eng-
land deprived him of all fuch views, his minifters hinted a propofal, which may 
be regarded as reafonable and honourable. After all his own terms with France 
were fettled, he feemed willing to continue the war, till fhe fhould obtain fatif-
faB:ion ; provided fhe would ftipulate to adhere to the Spanilh alliance, and to 
continue hoftilities againft Henry, during the courfe of fix years§ : But Eliza-
beth, after confulting with her minifl:ers, very wifely rejeCted this propofal. She 
was fenfible of the low ftate of her finances ; the great debts contraCted by 
her father, brother, and fifter ; the diforders introduced into every part of 

*' Heylin, p. I 1 I. t Burnet, vol. ii. p. 376, 397· Camden, p. 37I· t Camden, p. 378. 
Strype, vol. i. p. I 50, 370. § Forbes's Full View, vol. i. p. 59• 
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the -adminifl:ration; the divilions by which her people were agitated ; and fhe wa-s 
convinced that nothing but tranquillity during fome years could bring the king
dom again into a flourifhing condition, or enable her to atl: with dignity and vi
gour, in her tranfacrions wirh foreign nations. Well acquainted with the value 
which Henry put upon Calais, and the impoffibility of recovering it by treaty 
dnring the prefent emergency, fhe was willing rather to fuffer that lofs, than fub
mit to fuch a dependance on Spain, as the muft expetl: to fall into, if fhe conti
nued pertinacioully in her prefent demand. She ordered, therefore, her amba.!fa
dors, the lord Effing!:Jam, the bilhop of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to conclude. the 
negociation, and to fettle a peace with Henry on any reafonable terms. Henry of
fered to fiipulate a marriage between the eldeft daughter of the dauphin, and the 
eldeft fan of Elizabeth ; and to engage for the refiitution of Calais as the dowry 
of that princefs * ; but as the ~een was fenfible that this treaty wou(d appear to 
the world a palpable evafion, ibe infified upon more equitable, at leaft,, more 
plaufible conditions. It was at laft agreed, that Henry fhould reftore Calais ar: 
the expiration of eight years ; that in cafe of failure, he 1hould pay five hundred 
thoufand crowns, and the ·~1een's title to Calais ftill remain ; that he ibould find 
the fecurity of feven or eight foreign merchants, not natives of France, for the 
payment of this fum; that he lhould deliver five hoftages till the fecurity was pro· 
vided : that if Elizabeth broke the peace with France or Scotland during that in
terval, fhe fhould forfeit all title to Calais ; ·but if Henry made war on Elizabeth, 
he fhould be obliged immediately to refl:ore that fortrefs t. All men of penetra
tion eafily faw, that thefe ftipulations were but a colourable pretence for abandon
ing Calais; but they excufed the ~een on account of the neceffity of her affairs, 
and they even extolled her prudence, in fubmitting, without farther ftruggle, to 

that neceility. A peace with Scotland was a neceffary confequence of th<lt with 
France. 

PHILIP and Henry concluded hoftilities with a mutual refl:itution of all places 
taken during the courfe of the war; and Philip efpoufed the princefs Elizabeth, 
eldeft daughter of France, formerly betrothed to his fon Don Carlos. The duke 
of Savoy married Margaret, Henry's fifter, and obtained a refl:itution of all his 
dominions of Savoy and Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by France. 
And thus general tranquillity feemed to be reftored to Europe. 

BuT tho' a peace was figned and concluded between France and England, 
there foon appeared a ground of quarrel, of the moft ferious nature, and which 
was afterwards attended with the moft important confequences. The two mar-

• Forbes~ vol. i. P• 54· t Ibid. p. 68. RyJUer, tom. xv. p. 505. 
2 nages 
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riages of Henry the eighth, that with Catht'rine of Arragon, and that with Anne 
Boleyn, were totally incompatible with each other, and it feemed impoffible that 
both of them could be regarded as valid and legal : But {'[111 the birth of Eliza
beth lay under fome difadvantages, to which that of her fifl:er, Mary, was not 
expofed. Henry's firfl: mJrriage had obtained the fanCl:ion of all the powers, 
both civil and ec.clefiafl:ical, which were then acknowledged in England; and it 
was natural, for Protell:ants as well as Romanifl:s, to allow, on account of the 
fincere intention of the parties, that their iffue ought to be regarded as legitimate. 
But his divorce, and fecond marriage, had been concluded in dirttl: orpoGtion to the 
fee of Rome; and tho' they had been ratified by the authority both of the Eng
Jifh Parliament and convocation, thofe who were ftrongly attached to the catholic 

·church, and who reafoned with great ftritl:nefs, were led to regard them as in
tirely invalid, and to deny altogether the ~een's right of fucceffion. The next 
heir of blood was the ~een of Scots, now married to the dauphin ; and the 
great power of that princefs, joined to her plaufible tirle, rendered her a very 
formidable rival to Elizabeth. The king of France had fecretly been foliciting 
at Rome a bull of excommunication againft the ~een ; and fhe had here been 
beholden to the goo~' offices of Philip, who, from· intereft, more than either 
friendfhlp or principle,- had negotiated in her favour, and had fuccefsfully oppo· 
fed the pretenfions of Henry. But the court of France was not difcouraged with 
thi-s repulfe : The duke of Guife, and his brothers, thinking, that it would much 
augment their credit, if their niece fhould bring an acceffion of England as fhe 
had already done of Scotland, to the crown of France, engaged the King not to 
neglect the claim; and, by their perfuafion, he ordered his fon and daughter-in· 
Jaw to affume openly the arms as well as title of England, and to quarter thefe 
arms on all their eq~ipages, furniture, and liveries. When the Englifh ambaf. 
iador complained of this injury, he could obtain nothing but an evafive anfwer ; 
t-hat as the ~een of Scots was defcended from the blood royal of England, fhe 
was entitled, by the example of many princes,· to affume the arms of that king· 
dom. But befides that this practice had never prevailed without permilfJon be· 
ing firft obtained, and without making a vifible difference between the arms~ 

Elizabeth plainly faw, that this pretenGon had not been advanced dming the 
reign of her fifter Mary ; and that, therefore, the King of France intended, , 
on the firft opportunity, to difpute her legitimacy, and her title ro the crown. 
Alarmed with the danger, !he thenceforth conceived a {hong jealoufy againft the 
~een of Scots ; and was determined, as far as poffible, to incapacitate Henry 
f.rom the execution of this pr~jeCl:. The fudden death -of that monarch, who 
-was killed in a to.llrnament at Paris, while he was .celebr.ating the efpoufals of his 
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fifl:er with the duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed, that his 
fucceffor, Francis the fecond, fl:ill continued to affume, without referve, the title 
of King of England, fhe began to confider him and hia ~een as her mofl: mor
tal enemies; and the prefent fituation of affairs in Scotland afforded her a favoura
ble opportunity, both of revenging the injury, and of providing for her own fafety. 

THE murder of the cardinal-primate at St. Andrews, had deprived the Scots 
catholics of a head .. whofe feverity, .courage, and capacity, had rendered him ex
tremely formidable to the innovators in religion; and the execution of the laws 
againfl: herefy began thenceforth tQ be much more remifs and gentle. The Queen
regent governed the kingdom by prudent and moderate councils ; and as fhe was 
not difpofed to facrifice the civil interefl:s of the ftate to the bigotry or interefls of 
priefts, fhe deemed it more expedient to tempor~ze, and to connive at the pro
grefs of a doctrine which lhe had not power intirely to reprefs. When informed 
of the death of Edward, and the acceilion of Mary to the crown of Enoland 

0 ' 
fhe entertained hopes, that the Scottiih reformers, deprived of the countenance 
which they received from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ardour with 
their profpect of fuccefs, and would gradually return to the faith of their ancef
tors. But the progrefs and revolmions of religion are little governed by the ufual 
maxims of civil policy; and the event much difappointed the regent's expeCta
tions. Many of the Englilh preachers, terrified with the feverity of Mary's go
vernment, took fhelter in Scotland, where they found more protection, and a 
milder adrniniflration ; and while they propagated their theological tenets, they 
filled that whole kingdom with a juft horror againfl: the cruelties of the bigoted 
catholics, and fhowed their difciples the fate which they mufl: expeCl:, if ever their 
adverfaries fhould attain an uncontrouled authority over them. 

A H rERARCHY, moderate in its acquifitions of power and riches, may fafely 
grant a toleration to fectaries ; and the more it abates the fervor of innovators by 
lenity and liberty, the more fecurely will it poifefs thofe advantages which the 
legal efi:ablilhments beftow upon it. But where fuperfl:ition has raifed a church 
to fuch an exorbitant height as that of Rome, perfecution is lefs the refult of bi
gotry in the priefts, than of a neceffary policy ; and the rigour of Jaw is the 
only method of repelling the attacks of men, who, befides religious zeal, have 
fo many other motives, derived both from public and private intereft, to engage 
them on the fide of innovation. But tho' fuch overgr~wn hierarchies may long 
fupport themfelves by thefe violent expedients, the time comes, when feverities 
tend only to enrage the new feCtaries, and make them break thro' all bounds of 
reafon and moderation. This cri!is was now vilibly approaching in Scotland; and 

whoever 
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whoever confiders merely the tranfactions refulting from it, will be inclined to Chap. I. 

throw the blame equally on both parries; whoever enlarges his view, and refiecrs 
1
5 59• 

on the fituations, will obferve the neceffary progrefs of human affairs, and the 
operation of thofe principles which are inhe-rent in human nature. 

SoME heads of the reformers in Scotland, fuch as the earl of Argyle, his fon Reformation 

lord Lorne, the earls of Morton, and Glencarne, Er:fkine of Dun, and others, in Scotland. 

finding the danger to which they were expofed, and defirous to propagate their 
principles, entered privately into a bond or affociation; and called themfelves 
the Congregation of the Lord, in contradifl:inction to the efi:ablifhed church, which 
they denominaced the Congregation of Satan. The tenor of the bond. was as 
follows : H We, perceiving how Satan, in his members, the antichrifi:s of our 
" time, do cruelly rage, feeking to overthrow and to defl:roy the gofpel of Chrift 
" and his congregation, ought, according to our bounden duty, to fl:rive, in 
" our ma!l:er's .caufe, even unto the death, being certain of the victory in him. 
'' We do therefore promife, before the majefi:y of God and his congregation, 
" that we, by his grace, ihall with all diligence continually apply our whole 
" power, fubfi:ance, and our very lives, to maintain, fet forward, and efl:ablilh 
" the mofl: bleffed word of God and his congregation ; and !hall labour, by all 
" poffible means, to have faithful minifi:ers, truly and purely to minifl:er Chrift's 
" gofpel and facraments to his people : We fhall maintain them, nourilh them, 
" and defend them, the whole congregation of Chrift, and every member there-
" of, by our whole power, and at the hazard of our lives, againft Satan, and all 
u wicked power, who may intend tyranny and trouble againfl: the faid congre-
" gation : Unto which holy word and congregation we do join ourfelves ; and 
" we forfake and renounce the congregation of Satan, with all the fuperll:itious 
" abomination and idolatry thereof; and moreover !hall declare ourfel ves mani-
~' fefl:ly enemies thereto, by this faithful promife before God, tell:ified to this 
" congregation by our fubfcriptions. At Edinburgh, the third of December, 

" 1 557*·" 
HAD the fubfcribers of this zealous league been contented only to demand a 

toleration of the new opinions ; however incompatible their pretenfions might 
have been with the policy of the church of Rome, they would have had the 
praife of oppofing tyrannical laws, enacted to fupport an efi:ablifhment prejudicial 
to civil fociety : But it is plain, that they carried their views much farther ; and 
their practice immediately difcovered the fpirit by which they were actuated. 
Supported by the authority which, they thought, belonged to them as the con-

• Keith, p. 66. Knox, p. tor. 
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gregation of the Lord, they ordained, that prayers in the vulgar tongue* !hould 
be ufed in all the pariih churches of the kingdom ; and that preaching, and the 
interpretation of the fcriptures !hould be pratl:ifed in private houfes, till God fbould 
move the prince to grant public preaching by faithful and true minifrers t. Such 
bonds of affociation are always the forerunners of rebellion; and this violent inva· 
fi-on of the efrablithed religion was the aCtual commencement of it. 

BEFORE this league was publicly known or avowed, the clergy, alarmed with 
the progrefs of the reformation, attempted to recover their loft authority, by a 
violent exercife of power, which tended frill farther to augment the zeal and 
number of their enemies. Hamilton, the primate, feized \Valcer Mill, a priefl: 
of an irreproachable life, who had embraced the new dotl:rines; and having tried. 
him at St. Andrews, condemned him to the flames for herefy. s·uch general 
averfion was difcovered to this barbarity, that it was fome time before the bi!hops 
could prevail on any one to aft the part of a civil judge, and pronounce the fen
renee upon him ; and even after the time of his execution was fixed, all the fhops 
of St. Andrews being f1mt, no one would fell a rope to tie him to the frake, and 
the primate himfdf was obliged to furnifh this implement. The man bore tne tor
ture with that courage which, tho' ufual on thefe occafions, always appears 
afronifhing and fupernatural to the multitude : The people, to exprefs their abhor_ 
renee againft the cruelty of the priefrs, raifed a monument of ftones on the place 
of· his execution ; and as faft as the frones were removed by order of the clergy~ 
they were again fupplied from the voluntary zeal of the populace :j:. It is in vain 
for men to oppofe the feverefr punifhments to the united motives of religion and 
public applaufe; and this was the laft barbarity of the kind which the catholics 
had the power to exercife in Scotland. 

SoME time after, the people difcovered their fentiments in fuch a manner as was 
fufficient to prognofricate to the 'priefrs, the fate which was awaiting them. It 
was ufual on the fdlival of St. Gi!es, the tutelar faint of Edinburgh, to carry in 
proceffion the image of that faint; but the proteftants, in order to prevent the 
ceremony, fo:.1nd means, on the eve of the feftival, to purloin the fratue from 
the church, and they pleafed themfelves with imagining the afroni!hment and 
difappointment of his votaries. The clergy, however, framed hafrily a new 
image, which, in derifion, was called by the peoyle young St. Giles; and they 
carried it through the fheets, attended with all the ecclefiafrics in the town and 

neighbourhood. The multitude abftained from violence fo long as the ~1een· 

* The reformers ufed at that time King Ed ward's liturgy in Scotlar.d. Forbes, p. I 5 :;. 
t Keith, p. 66. Knox, p. 101. t Kncx, p. 122, 
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regent continued a fpeCI:ator, but the moment fhe retired, they invaded the idol, 
threw it in the dirt, and broke it in pieces. The flight and terror of the priefts 
and fryars, who, it was remarked, deferted, in his greateft diftrefs,, the object of 
their wodhip, was the fource of univerfal mockery and laughter. 

ENCOURAGED by all thefe.appearances, the congregation proceeded with ala
crity in openly foliciting fubfcriptions to their league ; and the death of Mary 
of England, with the acceffion of Elizabeth, which happened about this time, 
contributed much to increafe their hopes of final fuccefs in their undertaking. 
They ventured to prefent a petition to the regent, craving a reformation of the 
cl1Urch, and of the wicked, fcandalous, and deteflable lives of the prelates and eccle
fiaftics *. They framed a petition, which they intended to prefent to Parliament, 
and in which, after premifing, that they could not communicate with the damnable 
idolatry, and intolerable abufes of the papiftical church, they defired, that the laws 
againft heretics fhould be executed by the civil magiftrate alone, and that the fcrip
ture fhould be the fole rule for judging of herefy t. They even petitioned the con~ 
vocation, and inGfted that prayers thould be faid in the vulgar tongue, and that 
bifhops fhould be chofen with the confent of the gentry of the diocefe, and priefts 
with the confent of the parifhioners :j:. The regent prudently temporized between 
thefe parties ; and as fue aimed at procuring a matrimonial crown for her fun-in
law~ the dauphin, fhe was, on that as well as other accounts, unwilling to come 
to extremities with either of them. ~ 

BuT after this cqnceffion was obtained, fhe received orders from France, pro
bably dictated by ·the haughty fpirit of her brothers, to pro~eed with violence 
againft the reformers, and to refl:ore the royal authority, by fome fignal aCt of 
power IJ •. She made the moft eminent of the proreftant teachers be cited to appear be
fore the council at Stirling; but when their followers were marching thither in great 
multitudes, in order to protect and cour,tenance them, fhe entertained appreben• 
fions of an infurrection, and diffipated the people by a promife §, that nothing 
fhould be done to the prejudice of the minifters. This promife was violated ; 
and a fentence paifed, by which all the minifl:ers were pronounced rebels, on ac-

* Knox, p. 121. t Ibid. p. 123. t Keith, p. 78, 81, 8z.. W Melvil's 
Memoirs, p. 24. Jebb, val. ii. p. 446. 

§ Knox, p. 1 27. We Jhall fuggeft afterwards fame reafons to fufpeft, that, perhap1, no exprefs 
promife was given. Calumnies eaftly arife during times of faction, efpecially thofe of the religious 
kind, when men think every art lawful for promoting their purpofe. The congregation in their ma
nifefto, where they enumerate all the articles of the regent's'mal-adminiftration, do not reproach her 
with this breach of promife. It was probably nothing but a rumour fpread abroad to cat~h the popu• 
lace. If the papifts have fometimes maintained, that no faith was to be kept with heretics, their ad
verfaries feem alfo to have thought, that no truth ought to be told of idolaters. 

Vo1.. IV. D count 

.. 
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Char. I. count of their not appearing. A meafure fo ralh and ill advifed, enraged the 
15 59· people, and made them refolve to refift her authority by force of arms, . and to 

proceed to extremity againft the clergy of the eftablilhed religion. 

IN this critical time John Knox arrived from Geneva, where he had paffed 
fome years in banifhment, and where he had imbibed, from his commerce with 
Calvin, the higheft fanaticifm of his feet, augmented by the natural ferocity of 
his own character. He had been invited back to Scotland by the leaders of the 

uth May. reformation ; and mounting the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent ferment of 
mens minds, he declaimed with his ufual vehemence againft the idolatry and other 
abominations of the church of Rome, and incited his audience to exert their ut
rnoft zeal for its fubverfion. A prieft was fo imprudent, after this fermon, as 
to open his repo!itory of images and reliques, and prepare himfelf to fay mafs. 
The audience, who were wrought up to a difpofition for any furious enterprize,. 
were as much enraged as if the fpeCl:acle had not been quite familiar to them : 
They attacked the prieft with fury, broke the images in pieces, tore the pictures, 
overthrew the altars, fcattered about the facred vafes ; and left no implement of 
idolatrous worfhip, as they called it, entire or unbroken. They thence proceeded 
with additional numbers, and augmented rage, to the monafteries of the Grey 
and Black friars, which they pillaged in an inftant : The Carthufians underwent 
the fame fate ; and the populace, not content with robbing and expelliag the 
monks, vented their fury on the buildings, which had been the receptacles of 
fuch abomination ; and in a very little time nothing but the walls of thefe ftately 
edifices were left ftanding. The inhabitants of Couper in Fife foon after imitated 
the example*. 

Civil wars in THE Qgeen-regent, provoked at thefe violences, affembled an army, and pre--
Scotland. pared to chaftife the rebels. She had about two thoufand French under her 

command, with a few Scots troops ; and being affifted with fuch of the nobi
lity as were well affected to her, fhe pitched her camp within ten miles of Perth. 
Even the earl of Argyle, and the lord James Stuart, prior of St. Andrew's, the 
~een's natural brother, though dec>ply engaged with the reformers, attended the 
regent in this enterprize, either becaufe they blamed the fury of the populace, 
or hoped by their influence and authority to mediate fame agreement between the 
parties. The congregation, on the ether hand, made preparations for defence ; 
and being joined by the earl or G lencarne from the Weft, and being countenanced 
by many of the nobility and gentry, they appeared formidable from their numbers, 
as well as frOP1 the zeal by which they were animated. They fent an addrefs to there-

* Spotfwood, p. 121. Kn:Jx, p. 127. 
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gent, where they plainly infinuated, that if they were purfued to extremity, by 
the cruel beafl:s, the churchmen, they would have recourfe to foreign powers for 
affifl:ance; and they fubfcribed themfelves her faithful fubjeets in all things not 
repugnant to God ; alfuming, at the fame time, the name of the faithful con
gregation of Chrifl: Jefus *. They applied to the nobility attending her, and 
maintained, that their pail: violences were juftified by the word of God, which 
commands the godly to dtfl:roy idolatry, and all the monuments of it; that tho' 
all civil authority was facred, yet was there a great difference between the autho
rity and the perfons who exercifed itt; and that it ought to be confidered, whe
ther or not thofe abominations, called by the pefl:ilent papifts, religion, and which 
they defend by fire and fword, be the true religion of Chrifl: J efus. They re
monfl:rated with fuch of the ~een's army as had formerly embraced their party, 
and told them, " That as they were already reputed traitors by God, they Ihould 
" likewife be excommunicated from their fociety, and from the participation of 
" the facraments of the church, which God by his mighty power had ereCted 
" among them ; whofe minifters have the fame authority which Chrift granted 
" to his apofl:les in thefe words, Whofe fins ye jhall forgive fhall be forgiven, a11d 
" whofe fins ye Jhall retain Jhall be retained t.'' We may hear fee that thefe new 
faints were no lefs lofty in their pret-enfions than the ancient hierarchy; and it 
was therefore no wonder they were enraged againfl: the latter as their rivals in 
dominion. They joined to all thefe declarations an addrefs to the efl:ablifhed 
church ; and they affixed this title to it. " To the generation of antichrift, the 
'' pefl:ilent prelates and their jhavelings II in Scotland, the congregation of Chrift 
" J efus within the fame fayeth.'' The tenor of the manifefl:o was agreeable to the 
title. T~ey told the eccleGafiics, " As ye by tyranny intend not only to deftroy 
" our bodies, but alfo by the fame to hold our fouls in bondage of the devil, 
" fubjeB: to idolatry ; fo !hall we, with all the force and power which God !hall 
" grant unto us, execute jufl: vengeance and punifhment upon you : Yea, we 
" fuall begin that fame war which God commanded Ifrael to execute againfl: the 
" Canaanites ; that is, contract of peace fhall never be made, till ye defifl: from 
" your open idolatry, and cruel perfecution of God's children. And this, in 
" the name of the eternal God, and of his fon, Chrift Jelus, whofe verity we 
" profefs, and gofpel we have preached, and holy faCI·aments rightly admini
" fl:ered, we fignify unto you, to be our intent, fo far as God will affifl: us to 
" withftand your idoiatry. Take this for warning, and be not deceived§., With 
thefe outrageous fymptoms commenced that cant, hypocrify, and fanaticilm which 

* Knox, p. I 29. 
term for a prieft. 

+ Ibid. p. 13 I 0 

§ Keith, p. 85, 86, 87. 
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t Ibid. p. 133· 
Knox, p. 134. 
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€hap. I. long infefted that kingdom ; and which, tho' now mollified by the lenity of the· 
J..SSS'·- civil power, is fiill ready to break out on all occafions. 

THE ~1een- regent; finding fuch obfl:inate zeal in the malecontents, was con
tented to embrace the councils o.f Argyle and the prior of St. Andrew's, ar:d to 
foqn an accommodation with them. She was received. into Perth, which fubmit
ted · to her, on promifi.ng an indemnity of pail: offences, and engagir1g not to 
ieave any French garrifon in the place. This capitulation, it is pretended, was 
not exactly obferved. Some of the inhabitants were molefted on account of the 
late violences ; and fome companies of Sco.rs foldiers, fuppofed to be in Fre~1ch 
pay, were quartered in the town ; which ftep, though taken on a very plaufible 

Eretence, was regarded by the congregation as an infraCtion of the treaty*. It is 
afferted, that the regent, to juftify thefe meafures, declared, that princes ought 
not to have their promifes too ftriCl:ly urged upon them ; nor was any faith to be 
kept with heretics : And that for her part, could fhe find as good a colour of 

reafon, (he wollld willingly bereave all thefe men of their lives and fortunes t. 
But it is nowife likely, that fuch expreffions dropt from this prudent and viP
tuous princefs. On the contrary, it appears, that thefe. violences were very dif
agreeable to her; that !he was in this particular over-ruled by the authority of the 
French counfellors placed about her; and that fhe often thought, if the manage
ment of thefe affa·irs had been entrufted wholly to herfelf,. fhe could eafily, with
out force, have accommodated all differences :j:. 

THE congregation, enflamed with their own zeal, and enraged with thefe diC

appointments, remained not long in tranquillity_. Even before they left Perth,. 

* Knox, p. I 39· t Ibid. Spotfwood; p. I 23. 

t Spotfwood, p. 146. Melvil, p. 29. Knox, p. zzs, zz8. Lefly; lib. x. That there wasrealiy 
no violation of the capitulation of Perth, appears from the manifefio of the congregation in KnO.x, 
p. 184. where it is I)Ot fo mudl as p.retendec1. The companies of Scots foldiers were, probably, in. 
Scots pay, .fince the congregation complains, that the country was oppreffed with taxes to, maintain ar· 
mies. Knox, p. 164, 165. And even if they had been in French pay, it were,no breach of the capitu
lation, fince they were national troops, not French. Knox does not fay, p. 1 39, that any of the inhabitat:ts . 
of Perth were tried or punifhed for their pail: offences ; but-only that they were oppreifed with the 
quartering of foldiers : And the congregation in· their manifefto, fay only that many of them had ~d 
for fear. 1 his plain detection of the calumny with regard to the breach of the capitulation of Perth, 
may make us fufpetl a like calumny with regard to the promife pretended not to give fentence againft 
the miniflers. The affair lay altogeth.er between the regent and the laird of Dun ; and that gentle
man, tho' a man of fenfe and character, might be willing to take fome general profeffions for promi(es. · 
If the QEeen, over-awed by the power of the congregation, gave fuch a promife, in order to have .li
berty to proceed to a fentence; how could ilie expect to have power to execute a fentence fo treacherQ . 
o.uDy obtained? And to what purpofe could it ferve ? 

and 
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and while as yet they had no colour to complain of any violation of treaty, they 
had figned a new covenant, in which, befides their engagements to mutual de• 
fence, they vowed in the name of God to employ their whole power in deftroy
ing every thing that difhonoured his holy name ; and this covenant was fubfcribed 
among others, by Argyle and the prior of St. Andrew's -~. Thefe two leaders 
now defired no better pretence for deferring the regent and openly joining their 
affociates, than the complaints, however doLJbtful, or rather falfe, of her breach 
of promife. The congregation alfo, encouraged by this acceffion of force, gave 
themfelves up intirely to the furious zeal of Knox, and renewed at Crail, An
ftnJther, and other places in Fife, like depredations on the churches and mona
fteries with thofe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. The regent, who 
marched againft them with her army, finding their 'power fo much increafed, 
was glad to conclL1de a truce for a few days, and to pafs over with her forces to the 
Lothians. The reformers befieged and took Perth; proceeded thence to Stir
ling, where they exercifed their ufual fury ; and finding nothing able to refift· 
them, they bent their march to Edinburgh, the inhabitants of which, as they 
had already anticipated the zeal of the congregation againft the churches and mo
nafteries, gladly opened their gates to them. The regent, with the few forces 
which remained with her, took !helter in Dunbar, where !he !hut herfelf up, in
expectation of a reinforcement from France. 

MEANWHILE, fhe employed her partizans in reprefenting to the people the dan
gerous confequences of this open rebellion; and !he endeavoured to convince 
them, that the lord James, under pretence of religion, had formed the fcheme 
of wrefting the fcepter from the hands of the fovereign. By thefe confiderations 
many were engaged to defert the army of the congregation ; but much more by 
the want of pay or any means of fupGftence ; and the regent, obferving the in
furgents to be much weakened, ventured to march to Edinburgh, with a defign. 
to fupprefs them. On the interpofition of the duke of Chatelraut, who ftill ad
hered to her, :fhe agreed to a capitulation, in which !he granted them a toleration 
of their religion, and they engaged to commit no farther depredations on the 
churches. Soon after they evacuated the city of Edinburgh ; and before they 
left it, they proclaimed the articles of agreement ; but they took care to publilh 
only the articles favourable to themfelves, and they were guilty of an impofture, 
in adding one to the number, viz. that idolatJ:y !hall not again be ereCted 10 any 
place where it was at that time fuppreffed t. 

111 Keith, p~ 8g. Knox; p I 3 S; 
t Knox, p. I 5 3• I 5+• I 55. This author pretends that this article was agreed to verbally, bu~ that 

the ~een's fcribes omitted it in the treaty which was :ligned. This ftory is very unlildy, or rather 
·1e.-., 

Chap. I. 
1559· 
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AN agreementconcluded, while mens minds were in this difpofidon, could not 
be durable ; and both fides endeavoured to il:rengthen themfelves as much as pof
fible, againft. the enfuing rupture, which appeared inevitable. The regent ha
ving got a reinforcement of 1000 men from France, began to fortify Leith ; 
and the congregation feduced the duke of Chatelraut to their party, who had long 
appeared inclined to them, and who was at laft determined by the arrival of his 
fon, the earl of Arran, from France, where he had efcaped many dangers, from 
the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and the duke of Gui!e. More French 
troops foon after difembarked under the command of La Broffe, who was fol
lowed by the bifhop of Amiens and three doctors of the Surbonne. Thefe laO: 
were fupplied with il:ore of fyllogiiins, authorities, citations, and fcholaftic ar
guments, which they intended to oppofe to the Scots preachers, and which they 
juftly prefumed, would acquire force, and operate conviction on mens minds, by 
the influence of the French arms and artillery *. 

THE conftable Montmorency had always oppofed the marriage of the QEeen of 
Scots with the dauphin, and had foretold, that, by forming fuch clofe connexions 
with Scotland, the ancient league would be diffolved; and the natives of that 
kingdom, jealous of a foreign yoke, would foon become, inftead of allies, at
tached by intereft and inclination, the moft inveterate enemies to the French do
mmwn. But tho' the event feemed now to have juftified the prudence of that 
aged minifter, it is not improbable, confidering the violence of the councils, by 
which France was governed, that the infurreB:ion was efteemed a favourable event; 
as affording a pretence for fending over armies, for intirely fubduing the coun
try, for attainting the rebels t, and for preparing means thence to invade Eng
land, and fupport Mary's title to the crown of that kingdom. The leaders of 
the congregation, well acquainted with thefe views, were not infenfible of their 
danger, and faw that their only fafety confifted in the vigour and fuccefs of their 
meafures. They were encouraged by the intdligence received of the fudden 
death of Henry the fecond; and having paffed an aCt from their own authority, 
depriving the QEeen dowager of the regency, and ordering all the French troops 
to evacuate the kingdom, they colleCted forces to put their edicr in execLJtion 
againft them. They became mafters again of Edinburgh ; but found themfelves 
unable to keep long poffeffion of that city. Their tumultuary armies affembled 

very abfurd; and in the meantime it is allowed, that the article is not in the treaty: Nor do the con
gregation in their fubfequent manifefto infift upon it. Knox, p. 184. 

* Spotfwood, p. 1 34· Thuan. Jib. xxiv. c. 1 o. t Forbes, vol. i. p. 139· Thuan. lib. 
:xxiv. c. 1 3· 

In 
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in hafte, and fi.1pported by no pay, foon feparated themfelves upon the 
Jeaft difaOer, or even any delay of fuccefs; and were incapable of re
fifting fuch veteran troops as the French, who were alfo feconded by 
fome of the Scots nobility, among whom the earl of Bothwel diOinguilhed 
himfdf. Hearing that the marquis of Elbeuf, brother to the regent, was 
levying a new army againft them in Germany, they thought themfelves excu-
fable for ~pplying, in this extremity, to the affiftance of England; and as the 
fympathy of religion, as well as regard to national liberty, haci .now counterbal-
lanced the ancient animofity againft that kingdom, this meafme was the refult of 
inclination no lefs than of intereft *. Maitland of Leddington, therefore, and 
Robert Melvil, were fecretly difpatched by the congregation to folicit fuccours 
from Elizabeth. 

Chap. I. 
'559• 

THE wife council of Elizabeth deliberated not long in affenting to this propo- Interpolition 

fa], which concurred fo well with their views and interefts. Cecil in particular ?ft
5
he Q!eef.n 

In cots a-
reprefented to the Q_ueen, that the union of the crowns of Scotland and France, fairs. 

both of them the hereditary enemies of England, was ever regarded as a very 
pernicious event; and her father, as well as proteCtor Somerfet, had employed 
every expedient, both of war and negociation, to . prevent it : That the claim 
which Mary pretended to the crown, rendered the prefent fituation of England 
fiill more dangerous, and demanded, on the part of the ~een, the greateft vi-
gilance and precaution: That the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant views of 
the family of Guife, who now intirely governed the French councils, were fuffi-
ciently known, and they themfelves made no fecret of their defign to advance 
their niece to the throne of England : That deeming themfelves fccure of fuc-
cefs, they had already, very imprudently and prematurely, taken off the mafk; 
and Throcmorton, the Englifh ambaifador at :-aris, fent over, by every couritr,. 
incor.tefi:ible proofs of their hoftile intentions t: That they only waited till Scot-
land lhould be intirely fubdued ; and having thus deprived the Engldh of the ad-
vantage, refulring from their fituation and naval' power, they prepared means for 
fubvercing the ~1een's authority : That the zealous catholics in England, dif· 
contented with the prefent government, and fatisfied with the legality of Mary's 

*_The Scots lords in their declaration fay, '' How far" e have fought fupport of England, or of 
" any other prince, and what juil: caufe we had and have fo to do, we Jhall lhortly make manifdl: un
" to the w rld, to the praife of God's holy name, and to the confulion of all thofe that i1ander us for 
" fo d1ing: For this we fear not to confefs, that, as in this enterpl ize againfl: the devil, again!l ido
" latry, and the maintainers of the fame, we chiefly and only leek God's Jory to be notified unto 
" men, lin to be punifhed, and virtue to be maintained; fo where power faileth of our(e:ves, we will 
" feek it. wherefcever Gcd !hall ofFer the fame." Knox, p. 176. 

t Forbes, vol.i. p. 134, 136, 149, 15~. 159, 165, 181, 194, zz9, 231,. 235-241, 253. 
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title, would bring them confiderable reinforcement, and would di!l:urb every mea
Lre of defence againf'1: that formidable power: That the only expedient for pre
venting thrf<.~ defigns was to feize the prefent opportunity, and take advantage of 
a like zeal in the procdbnts of Scotland; nor could any doubt be entertained 
with regard to the juftice of a meafure, founded on fuch evident neceffity, and 
directed ohly to the ends of felf-prefervation: That tho' a French war, attended 
with great expence, feemed the neceifary confequence of fupporting,the Scots 
malecontents, that power, if removed to the continent, .could never be very for
midable ; and a fmall diiburfement at prefent would in the end be found the great
eO: frugality : And that the dome!l:ic diffenfions of France, which every day aug
mented, together with the fupport of Philip, who, notwithftanding all his bigotry 
and hypocrify, would never permit the entire conqueft of England, were fufficient 
to fecure the ~een againft the dangerous ambition and refentment of the houfe 
of Guife *. 

ELIZABETH's propenfity to caution and reconomy were, tho' with fome dif
ficulty t, overcome by thefe powerful motives ; and fhe prepared herfelf to fup
port by arms and money the declining affairs of the Congregation in Scotland. She 
equipped a fleet, which confifted of thirteen !hips of war;· and giving the com
mand of it to Winter, fue fent it to the Firth of Forth : She named the young 
duke or Norfolk her lieutenant in the northern counties, and aifembled at Ber
wic an army of eight thoufand men under the command of lord Gray, warden 
of the eaft and middle marches. Tho' the court of France, fenfible of the dan;. 
ger, offered her to make immediate re!l:itution of Calais, provided fhe would not 
interpofe in the affairs of Scoj:land; fhe refolutely told them that fhe never would 
put an inconfiderable fifher-town in competition with the fafety of her dominions t; 
and lhe !l:ill continued her preparations. She concluded a treaty of mutual de
fence with the ~ongregation, which was to !aft during the marriage of the Queen 
of Scots with Francis and a year after ; and fhe promifed never to defiO: till the 
French had intirely evacuated Scotland §. And having thus taken all proper 
meafures for fuccefs, and received from the Scots fix hoftages for the performance 
of articles, fhe ordered her fleet and army to begin their operations. 

I 560• T f El' b h' fl. 1 . h h r ISthJanuary. HE appearance o ~ 1za et s eet in t1e Ftrt very muc di1concerted 
the French army, who were at that time ravaging the county of Fife ; 

* Forbes, vol. i. p. 387. Jebb, vol. i. p. 448. Keith, append. 24. t Forbes, vol. i. 
p. 454• 460. :J: Spotfwood, p. 146. § Knox, p. ZI7· Haynes's State Papers, val. i. 
p. 153· Rymer, tom. xv. p. 569. 

.and 
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and obliged them to make a circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith, where Chap. I. 

they. flmt themfdves up,. and prepared for defence. The Englifu army, rein- 1560
· 

forced by !JOOO Scots *, fat down before Leith ; and ·after two fkirmifhes, in 
the former -of which, the Englifh had the advantage, in the latter the French, 
they began co b<ttter the town ; and tho' repulfed with confiderable lofs in a rafh 
and ill conducted affaulr, they reduced the garrifon to great difficulties. Their 
difi:refs was augmented by two events ; the difperfion by a fl:orm of d'Elbeuf's 
fleet, which carried a confiderable army on board i", and the death of the ~een 
regent, who expired about this time in the cafi:le of Edinburgh; a woman en-
dowed with all the capacity which ihone forth in her family, but poffdfed of 
much more virtue and moderation than appeared in the conduct of the other 
branches of it. The French, who found it impoffible to fubfifi: for want of 
provifions, and who faw that the Englifh were c~ntinually reinforced by frefu 
numbers, were obliged to capitulate. And the bifhop of Valence and count 5th July. 

Randan, plenipotentiaries from France, figned a treaty at Edinburgh with Cecil 
and Dr. Wotton, whom Elizabeth had fent to Edinburgh for that purpofe. It 

8
Settl

1
emdent of 

. cot an . 
was there ftipulated, that the French fhould, all of them, inflantly evacuate 
Scotland; that the King and ~een of France and Scotland ihould thenceforth 
abfi:ain from bearing the arms of England, or affuming the title of that king-
dom; that farther fatisfaftion for the injury already done in that particular 
fhould be granted Elizabeth; and that commiffioners ihould meet to fettle this 
point, or, if they could not agree, that the king of Spain ihould be arbiter be:-
tween the crowns. Befides thefe ftipulations, which regarded England, fome 
conceffions were granted to the Scots, which the plenipotentiaries, in the name 
of the King and ~een of France and Scotland, promifed in the tre>aty of Eliza. 
beth to obferve; that an amnefty fhould be publi!hed for all pafi: offences; that 
none but natives fhould be put into any office in Scotland ; that the ftates f11ould 
name twenty-four perfons, of whom the ~een of Scots fhould chufe feven, and 
the ftates five, and in the hands of thefe twelve fhould the whole adminifi:ration 
be placed during that Queen's abfence; and that Mary ihould neither make. 
peace nor war w;ithout confent of the fi:ates :j:. In order to hafi:en the execution 
of this import.ant treaty, .E;liZ:ab~th. fept fhips, by which the French forces were. 
tranfported into their own c:ountry. 

THus all Europe faw, in the firfu tranfaction of this reign, the genius and 
capacity of the ~een and her miniH:ers. She difcerned at a ditl:ance the danger, 

* Haynes, vol. i. p. 256, 2 59· . t Ibid. p. 22 3. 
t Rymer, vol. xv. p. 593· Keith, p. 137· Spotfwood, p. 14-7· Knox, p. 229. 
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Chap. J. which threatened her; and took inftantly vigorous meafures to prevent it. Mak-
'560· ing all the poffible advantages of her fituation, 1he proceeded with celerity to a 

decifion; and was not divened by any offers, negotiations, or remonftrances of 
the French court. She ftopped not till Jhe had brought the matter to a final 
iffue; and had converted that very power, to which her enemies trufted for her 
deftruCl:ion, into her firmefl: fupport and fecurity. By exacting no improper 
conditions from the Scots malecontents, even during their greateft diftrefs, 1he 
efl:abliihed an entire confidence with them--; and having cemented the union by 
all the ties of gratitude, intereft and religion, fhe now poffefi'ed an influence over 
them above what remained even with their native fovereign. The regard which 
fhe acquired by this dextrous and fpirited conduct, gave her every where, abroad 
as well as at home, more authority than had attended her fifter, tho' fupported 
by all the power of the Spanifh monarchy *. 

THE fubfequent meafures of the Scots reformers tended frill more to cement 
their union with England. Being entirely mafters of the kingdom, they made 
no farther ceremony or fcruple, in fully effecting their purpofe. In the treaty 
of Edinburgh it had been agreed, that a Parliament or convention fhould foon 
be affembled; and the leaders of the Congregation, not waiting tiU the ~een 
of Scots !hould ratify that treaty, thought themfelves fully intitled, without the 
fovereign's authority, immediately to fummon a Parliament. The reformers 
prefented a petition to this affembly; in which they are not contented with defiring 
the eftabli!hment of their doctrine ; they alfo apply for the punifument of the 
catholics, whom they call vaffals to the Roman harlot; and they affert, that, 
amongft. all the rabble of the clergy, fuch is their expreffion, there is not one 
)awful minifter ; but that they are, all of them, thieves and murderers; yea rebels 
and traitors to civil authority ; and therefore unworthy to be fuffered in any re
formed commonwealth t. The Parliament feem to have been actuated by the 
fame fpirit of rage and perfecution. After ratifying a confeffion of faith, agree
able to the new doCtrines, they pafifd a ftatute againft the mafs, and not only 
abolifhed it in all the churches, but enacted, that whoever aqy where, either 
officiated in it or was prefent at it, .1hou1d be chaftifed, for the fi.rft offence, with 
confifcation of goods, and corporal punifhment, at the difcretion of the magi
fhate ; for the fecond, with banifhment; and for the third, with lofs of life :f:. 
A law was alfo voted for aboli!hing the papal jurifdietion in Scotland : The pref
byterian form of difcipline was fettled, leaving only at firft fome fhadow of au-

* Forbes, vol. i. p. 354, 372. Jebb, vol. ii. p. 45z. 
:t Ibid. p. z 5-1· 
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thority to certain ecclefiaftics, whom they called fuperintendants. The prelates Chap. I. 
of the antient faith appeared in order to complain of great injuftice committed t s6o. 

on them by the invafion of their property, but the Parliament took no notice of 
them ; till at laft, thefe ecclefiaftics, tired with fruitlefs attendance, departed the 
town. They were then cited to appear ; and as no body prefented themfelves, it 
was voted by the Parliament, that the ecclefiaftics were entirely fatisfied, and 
found no reafon of complaint. 

SIR James Sandilands, _prior of St. John, was fent over to France to obtain the 
ratification of thefe acts; but was very ill received by the ~een, who abfolutely 
denied the validity of a Parliament, fummoned without the royal confent; 
and 1he refufed her fantt:ion to thefe ftatutes. But the proteftants gave them
felves little concern about their ~een's refufal. They immediately put the fta
tutes in execution : They abolifhed the mafs ; they fc::ctled their minilters ; they 
committed every where furious devaftations on the monafl:eries, and even on the 
churches, which they thought to be profaned by idolatry ; and deeming the 
property of the clergy lawful prey, they took poffeffion, without ceremony, of the 
far greater part of the eccleflaftical revenues. Their new preachers, who had 
authority fufficient to incite them to war and infurreCl:ion, could not reftrain their 
rapacity; and fanaticifm concurring with avarice, an incurable blow was given 
to the papal authority in that country. The proteftanc nobility and gentry, 
united by the confcioufnefs of fuch unpardonable guilt, alarmed for their new 
poifeffions, well acquainted with the imperious character of the houfe of Guife, 
faw no fafety for themfelves but in the protetlion of England ; and they dif
patched Morton, Glencarne, and Ledington, to exprefs their fincere gratitude 
to the ~een for her paft favours, and to reprefent to her the neceffity of con
tinuing them. 

ELIZABETH had equal reafon to maintain an union with the Scots prate- . 
ft d fc r d h h h fc f G ·r. . hft d' 1 . Frenchaffam. ants ; an oon 1oun , t at t e ou eo Ut1e, notwtt an mgt 1e1r paft difap-
pointments, had not laid aiide the defign of concefting her title, and fubverting 
her authority. Francis and Mary~ whofe councils were wholly directed by them, 
refufed to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh ; and fhowed no difpofition to give her 
any fatisfaction for that mortal injury and affront which they had put upon her, 
by fo epenly aifuming the title and arms of England. She was fenfible of the 
danger attending fuch pretenfions; and it was with pleafure ihe heard of the 
violent factions, which prevailed in the French government, and of the oppofi-
tion, which had arifen againft the meafures of the duke of Guife. That ambi-
tious prince, fupported by his fou.r brothers, the cardinal of Lorraine, the duke 
of Aumale, the marqu~s of Elbeuf, and the grand prior, men no lefs ambitious 
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than himfelf, had engro!fed all the authority of the crown; and as he was pof~ 
ft:lTed of every quality, which could command the efteem or feduce the affetl:ions 
of men, there appeared no end of his acquifitions and pretenfions. The con
ftable Montmorency, who had long balanced his credit, was deprived of all 
power: The princes of the blood, the King of Navarre and his brother the 
prince of Conde, were entirely excluded from offices and favour: The ~leen
mother herfelf, Catherine de Medicis, found her influence every day declining: 
And as Francis, a young prince, infirm both in mind and body, was wholly go
verned by his fpoufe, who knew no law but the pleafure of her uncles, men 
defpaired of ever obtaining freedom from the dominion of that afpiring family. 
It was the contefts of religion, which firft infpired the French with courage 
openly to oppofe their exorbi~ant authority. 

THE theological difputes, firft ftarted in the north of Germany, and next in 
Switzerland, countries at that time wholly illiterate; had long ago penetrated 
into France; and as they were affifl:ed by the general difcontents againfl: the court 
and church of Rome, and by the zealous fpirit of the age, the profelytes to the 
new religion were fecretly encreafing in every province. Henry the fecond, in 
imitation of his father Francis, had oppofed the progrefs of the reformers; and 
tho' a prince addicted to pleafure and fociety, he was tranfported by a vehemence, 
as well as bigotry, which had little place in his predeceffor's condutl:, Rigorous 
punifhments had been inflitl:ed on the moft eminent of the proteftant party ; 
and a point of honour feemed to have arifen, whether the one fetl: could exer
cife or the other fuffer moft barbarity. The death of Henry put fome ftop to 
the perfecutions ; and the people, who had admired the conftancy of the new 
preachers, now heard with favour and prepoffeffion their arguments and doctrines. 
But the cardinal of Lorrainr, as well as his brother, who were poffeffed of the 
legal authority, thought it their intereft to fupporr the eftablilhed religion ; and 
when they revived the exercife of the pfnal ftatutes, they neceiTarily enaaaed 

bb 
the malerontent princes and nobles in the protection of the new religion. The 
King of Navarre, a man of mild difpofitions, but of a weak character, and the 
prince of Conde, who poiTeiTed many heroic qualities, having declared themfelves 
in favour of the proteftants, that feet acquired new force from their countenance; 
and the admiral de Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no longer fcrupled to 
declare themfelves openly of their communiQn. The integrity of the admiral, 
who was believed fincere in his profeffions, and his high renown both for valour 
and condua, for the arts of peace as well as of war, gave credit to the reformers ; 
and after a fruftrated attempt of the malecontents to feize the King's perfon at 
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Amboife, of which Elizabeth had probably fome intelligence *, every place was Chap. r. 
full of diftraftion, and matters haftened to an extremity between the parties. 1 s6(')· 

But the houfe of Guile, tho' thefe faCtions had obliged them to ·remit their efforts 
in Scotland, and had been one chief caufe of Elizabeth's fuccefs, were determined 
not to relinquiih their authority in France, or yield to the violence of their anta-
gonifrs. They found an opportunity to feize the King of Navarre and the prince 
of Conde ; they threw the former into prifon ; they obtained a fentence of death 4 December. 

againfr the latter; and they were proceeding to put the fentence in execution, when 1561. 

the King's fudden death f,ved the noble prifoner, and interrupted the profperity of 
the duke of Guife. The ~een-mother was appointed regent to her fan Charles 
the ninth, now in his minority: The King of Navarre was named lieutenant-
general of the kingdom: The fentence againfr Conde was annulled : The con-
ftable was recalled to court: And the family of Guife, tho' they ftill enjoyed 
great offices, and great power, now found a counterpoife to their authority. 

ELIZABETH was not diiTatisfieJ to learn, that her avowed enemies had met 
with fo fevere a check, and ibe determined to make advantage of it againft 
the ~een of Scots, whom fhe frill regarded as a dangerous riv .. d. She faw her
felf freed from the perils attending an union of Scotland with France; and was 
pleafed to find, that fo powerful a prince as the French monarch was no longer a 
pretender to her crown and kingdoms. But ihe conGdered, on the other band, 
that the Englifh catholics, who were very numerous, and who were generally 
prejudiced in favour of Mary's title, would now adhere to that princefs with 
more zea~ous attachment, when they faw, that her fucceffion no longer endan
gered the liberties of the kingdom, and was rather attended with the advantages 
of producing an entire llnion with Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her 
ambaffador, Throcmorton, a very vigilant and able miniil.er,. ro renew his ap~ 

plications to the ~een of Scots, and to require her ratification of the treaty of 
Edinburgh. But tho' Mary had defilled, after her hufband's death, from bear
ing the arms and title of Q9een of England, fhe flill declined gratifying Eliza.
beth in this momentous article; and hearkening too much to the ambitious fug
gefrions of her uncles, Ihe refufed to make any formal renunciation of her pre_o 
ten fions. 

MEANWHILE, the Queen-mother of France, who imputed to Mary ail the mar. 
tifications which fhe had met with during Francis•s life-time? took care to retaliate 
on her by like injuries ; and the QEeen of Scots, who found her abode in. France 

* Forbes, vol. i. r. zq.. Throcmorton, about this time, unwilling to entru!l to l~tters the great 
£ecre.ts committed to l:i11, obtained leave, unde_r fome pretext, to come over to London. 
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difagreeable, began to think of returning into her native county. Lord James, 
who had been fent in deputation from the ftates to invite her over, feconded this 
intention ; and fhe applied to Elizabeth, by D'Oifel, for liberty to pafs thro' 
England •. But the received for anfwer, that till the had given fatisfaetion, by 
ratifying the treaty of Edinburgh, fhe could expetl: no favour from a perfon 
whom fue had fo much injured. This denial excited her refentment; ~nd 
fhe made no fcrupple of expreffing her fentiments to Throcmorton, when here .. 
iterated his applications to gratify his miftrefs in a demand, which he reprefented 
as fo reafonable. Having cleared the room of all her attendants, the faid to him, 
" How weak I may prove, or how far a woman's frailty may tranfport me, I 
'' cannot tell : However, I have no mind to have fo many witnelfes of my in
.,, firmity as your miftrefs had at her audience of my ambaffador, D'Oifel. 
" There is nothing difturbs me fo much, as the having afked, with fo much im
" portunity, a favour which it was of no confequence for me to. obtain. I can, with 
" God's leave, return to my own country without her leave; as I carne co France, 
" in fpite of all the oppofition of her brother, King Edward : Neither do I want 
" friends, both able and willing, to conduct me home, as they have brought me 
" hither ; tho' I was defirous rather to make an experiment of her friendlhip 
" than of the affiftance of any other perfon. I have often heard you fay, that 
" a good correfpondence between her and myfelf would conduce much to the 
" fecurity and happinefs of both our kingdoms : But were fhe well convinced of 
" this truth, the had hardly denied me fo fmall a requeft. But, perhaps, the 
" bears a better inclination to my rebelJious fubjetl:s than to me, their fove
" reign, her equal in royal dignity, her near relation, and the undoubted 
" heir of her kingdoms. Befides her friendihip, I afk nothing at her hands: 
" I neither trouble her, nor concern myfelf in the affairs of her ftate: Not 
" that I am ignorant, that there are now in England a great many malecontents, 
" who are no friends to the prefent eftablifhment. She is pleafed to upbraid me 
" as a perfon little experienced in the world : I freely own it; but age will cure 
" that defect. However, I am old enough to acquit myfelf honeftly and cour
" teouily to my friends and relntions, and to encourage no reports of her, which 
" would miibecome a QEeen and her kinfwoman. I would alfo fay, by her 
" leave, that I am a ~een as well as fue, and not altogether friendlefs: And, 
" perhaps, I have as great a foul too ; fo that methinks we thould be upon a 
" level in our treatment of each other. As foon as I have confulted the ftates 
" of my kingdom, I fhall be ready to give a reafonable anfwer; and I am 
" the more intent on my journey, in order to make the quicker difpatch in this 

• Goodall, vol. i. p. 17 5. 
I " affair . 



E L I Z A B E T H. gr 

" affair. But fhe, it feems, intends to ftop my journey; fo that either ihe will Chap. t. 
'' not let me give her fatisfaetion, or is refolved not to be fatisfied ; perhaps, on 1 s6r. 
" purpofe to keep up the difagreement betwixt us. She has often reproached me 
'' with my being young; and I muft be very young, indeed, and as ill advifed, 
'' to treat of matters of fuch great concern and importance, without the advice 
" of my parliament. I have not been wanting in any friendly offices to her; 
" but fhe difhelieves or overlooks them. I coLJld heartily wilh, that I was as 
'~ near allied to her in affection as in blood: For that, indeed, would be a moft 
" valuable alliance * ." 

SucH a fpirited reply, notwithftanding the obliging terms interfperfed in it, 
was but ill fitted to conciliate friendihip between thefe rival princeffes, or cure 
thofe mutual jealoufies which had already taken place. Elizabeth equipped a 
fleet, .on pretence of purfuing pyrates, but probably with an intention of in-
tercepting the Q8een of Sco.ts in he~ return ho~ewards. Mary ~mbarked at 

1 
th Au uft. 

Calais; and paffing the Enghih fleet m a fog, arnved fafely at Letth, attended 9 . g 
· . Amval of 

by her three uncles, the duke of Aumale, the grand pnor, and the marquefs MaryinS<:ot-
of Elbeuf; together with the marquefs of Dam ville, and other French courtiers. land. 

This change of abode and fituarion was very little agreeable to that prine:efs. 
Befides the natural prepoffeffions in favour of a country in which fhe had been 
educated from her earlieft infancy, and where ihe had borne fo high a rank, fhe 
could not forbear regreting her departure from among that people, fo celebrated 
for their humane and fociable difpofition, and their refpectful attachment to their 
fovereign, and reflecting on the difpariry of the fcene which lay before her. It 
is faid, that after :lhe was embarked at Calais, the kept her eyes fixed on the coafl: 
of France, and never turned them from that beloved object tiii darknefs fell, 
-and intercepted it from her view. She then ordered a couch to be fpread for her 
under the open air ; and charged the pilot, that, if in the morning the land was 
ftill in fight, he fhould awake her, and afford her one parting view of that 
country in which all her affeCtions were centered. The weather proved very 
calm, fo that the fhip made little WJ.Y in the night·time : And Mary had once 
more an opportunity of feeing the French coafl. She fat up on her couch, and 
frill looking towards the land, often repeated thefe words : " Farewel, France, 
" farewel; I ihall never fee thee moret." The firft afpeCt, however, of things 
in Scotland, was more favourable, if not to her pleafure and happinefs, at leaft 
to her repofe and fecurity, than fhe had reafon to apprehend. No fooner did the 

• Caballa, p. 374· Spotfwood, p. 177. t Keith, p. 179• Jebb, vol. ii. p. 4-83. 
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French gallies appear off Leith, than people of all ranks, who had long expect
ed their arrival, flocked towards the lhore, with an earnefr impatience to behold 
and receive their young fovereign. Some were led by duty, fome by intereft, 
fo:ne by curiofity; and all combined to exprefs their attachment to her, and to 
infinuate themfd ves into her confidence, on the commencement of her admi
niftration. She had now reached the nineteenth year of her age; and the bloom of 
her youth, and amiable beauty of her perfon, were farther recommended by the 
affability of her addrefs, the politenefs of her manners, and the elegance of her 
genius. Well accompli!hed in all the fuperficial, but engaging graces of a court, 
fhe afforded, when better known, ftill more promiW.ng indications of her cha
racter; and men prognofiicated both humanity from her foft and obliging de~ 
portment, and penetration from her tafl:e in all the refined arts of mulic, eloquence, • 
and poetry :j:. And as the Scots had long been deprived of the prefence of their 
fovereign, whom they once defpaired ever more to behold among them, her ar
rival feemed to give univerfal fatisfacrion; and nothing appeared about the court, 
but fymptoms of affeB:ion, joy, and fefl:ivity. 

THE firft meafures which Mary embraced, confirmed all the prepolfeffions 
which had been entertained in her favour. She followed the advice which fhe 
had received in France from D'Oifel and the bilhop of Amiens, as well as her 
uncles; and gave h:r confidence entirely to the leaders of the reformed party, 
who had greatefl: influence on the people, and who, lhe found, were alone able 
to fupport her government. Her brother, lord James, whom fhe foon after 
created earl of Murray, obtained the chief authority; and after him, Liding
ton, fecretary of ftate, a man of great fagacity, had a principal fhare in her 
confidence. By the vigour of thefe mens meafures lhe endeavoured to reftore 
order and police in the country, d1vided by public faCl::ions and private feuds; 
and that fierce and intractable people, unacquainted with laws and obedience, 
feemed, for a time, to fubmit peaceably to her gentle and prudent admini
ftration. 

Bigotry of the BuT there 'Was one ci'rcumfiance which blafted all thefe promifing appearances, 
~~~;er:~- and bereaved Mary of that general favour which her agreeablemanners and prudent 

deportment gave her jufl: reafon to expecl. She was frill a papift; and tho' £he pub. 
hlhed, foon afrer her arrival, a proclamation, requiring every one to fubmit ro the 
eftablilhed religion, the preachers, and their adherents, could neither be reconciled 
to a perfon polluted with fo great an abomination, nor lay afide their jea!oulies of 
her fmure conduct. It was with great difficulty lhe could obtain permiffion for mafs 

:j: Buchan. lib. xvii. c. 9· Spotfwood, p. 178, 179· Keith, p. 180. Thuan. lib. :xx:x. r. z. 
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in her own chappel ; and had not the people apprehended, that if fhe had here 
met with a refufal, fhe would inftantly have returned to France, the zealots never 
would have granted her even that fmall induLence. The cry was, " Shall that 
'·' idol be fuffered again -to be erected within the realm ?" It was afferted in the 
pulpit, that one mafs was more terrible than ten thoufand armed men landed to 
invade the kingdom +: Lord Lindefey, and the gentlemen of Fife, excl.,1imed, 
" That the .idolater fhould die the death;" fuch was their ex,preffion. One that 
carried tapers for the ceremony of that worfh:p, was attacked and infulted in the 
court of the palace. And if the lord James, and fame popular leaders, had not 
interpofed, the mofl: dangerous uproar was juftly apprehended, from the ungo
verned fury of the multitude *. The ufual prayers in the churches were to this 
purpofe: --That God would turn her heart, which was obftinate againft him and 
his. truth; or if his holy will be otherwife, that he would fi.rengthen the he.arts 
and hands of the elect, ftoutly to oppofe the rage of all tyrants t. Nay, it was 
openly called in queftion, whether that princefs, being an idolatrefs, was entitltd 
to any authority, even in civil matters :j:. 

THE helplefs ~een was every moment expofed to contumely, which ilie bore 
with benignity and patience. Soon after her arrival fhe dined in the caftle of 
Edinburgh ; and it was there contrived, that a boy, fix years of age, fhould be let 
down from the roof, and fhould prefent her with a bible, a pfalter, and the keys 
of the caftle. Left: fhe fhould be at a lofs to underftand this infult on her as a 
papift, all the decorations expreffed the burning of Corah, Darhan, and Abi
ram, and other punifhments infl.iB:ed by God againft idolatry II· The town coun
Cil of Edinburgh had the aff1.:1rance, from their own authority, to ilfue a proclama
tion, banifhing from their diftrict, " all the wicked rabble of antichrW: the pope, 
" fuch as priefts, monks, friars, together with adulterers and fornicators §." 
And becaufe the privy-collncil fufpended the magiftrates for their infolence, the 
paffionate hiftorians ** of that age, have Inferred, that the ~een was engaged, 
by a fympathy of manners, to take adulterers and fornicators under her proteCtion. 
It appears probable, that the magiftrates were afterwards rei11fta.ted in their office, 
and that their proclamation was confirmed tt. 

BuT all the infolence of the people was nothing in comparifon of that which 
was exercifed by the clergy and the preachers ; and they took a pride in vilify
ing, even to heE. face, this amiable princefs. The aiTembly of thte church framed 

+ Knox, p. 287. 
t Ibid. p. 2oz. 

* Ibid. p. z84-, 285. z87. Spnfwood, p. 179· t Keith, p. 179 
H lbid. p. 189. § Ibid. p. 192. u Knox, p. 292. Buchan· 
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an addrefs, in which, after telling her, that her mafs was a baftard fervice of Gocl, 
the fountain of all impiety, and the fource of every evil which abounded in the 
realm ; they difcovered their expectations, that fhe would, ere this time, have 
preferred truth to her own pre-con£eived opinion, and have renounced her reli
gion, which, they affured her, was nothing but abomination and vanity. They 
faid, that the prefent abufes of government were fo enormous, that if a fpeedy 
remedy was not provided, God would not fail in his anger to il:rike the head 
and the tail, the difobedient prince and finful people. They required, that 
fevere puniihment ihould be inflicted on adulterers and fornicators; and they 
concluded with demanding for themfelves, fome addition both of power and 

property II· 
THE ringleader in aH thefe infults on majefty was John Knox, who- poffeifed :tn 

uncontrouled authority in the church, and even in the civil affairs of the nation, and 
who triumphed in the contumelious ufage of his fovereign. His ufual appellation 
for the ~een was J ezabel ; and tho' ihe endeavoured, by the moll gracious con
defcenfion, to win his favour, all her infinuations could gain nothing on his obdu-
rate· heart. She promifed him accefs to her whenever he demanded it ; and fhe 
even defired him, if he found her blameable i-n any thing, tO· reprehend her freely 
in private, rather than vilify her in the pulpit before all the people; but he plain
ly told her,. that he had a public miniftry entrufted- to him, that if ihe woq\d 
come to church., fhe ihould there hear the gofpel of truth, and that it was not his. 
bufinefs to apply to. every individual, nor had he leifure for that occupation *._ 
The- political principles of the man,. which he communicated to his brethren, 
were as full of fedition as his theological were of rage and bigotry. Tho' he 
once condefcended fo far as to tell the Qye-en, that he would fubmit to her, in the 
fame manner that Paul did toN ero t ;. he remained not long· in this dutiful ftrain. 
He faid to her, that " Samuel feared not to flay. Agag, the fat and delicat-e King 
u. of Amalek, whom King Saul had faved : Neither fpared Elias Jtzabel's falfe 
H. prophets, and Baal's priefls, tho' King Ahab was prefent. Phineas," added 

he, " was no magiflrate; and yet feared he not tO· firike Co!bie and Zimri in 

'' the very act of filthy fornication. And fo, madam, your grace may fee,. 
" that others than chief magiil:rates may lawfully inflict punifhment on fuch 
'' crimes as are condemned by the law of God t." Knox had formerly, during 
the reign of M.ary of England, wrote_ a book againft female fucceffion to the. 
crown: The title of it is, 'I'be firfl blafl of the trumpet againfl the monftrous regi ... 
men of women. He was too proud either to recant the tenets of this book, or 

I K.nox, p. 3 u, 3_1.z.. • Ibid. P.· 3.} Q, t Ibid,.p._ 288, t Ibid. 1'· 326'. 
even: 
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even to apologize for them ; and his conduCt fhewed, that he thought no more 
civility than loyalty was due to any of the female fex. 

THE whole life of Mary, from the demeanour of thefe men, was filled with 
bitternefs and forrow. This rull:ic apoftle fcruples not, in his hill:ory, to inform 
us, that he once treated her with fuch feverity, that fhe lo!l: all command of her 
temper, and diffolved into tears before him: Yet fo far from being moved with 
youth, and beauty, and royal dignity reduced to that condition, he perfevered in 
his infolent reproofs; and when he relates this incident, he even difcovers a vifible 
pride and fatisfaction in his own conduCt *. The pulpits had become nothing 
but fcenes of railing again!l: the vices of the court; among which were always 
noted as the principal, feafi:ing, finery, dancing, balls, and whoredom, their ne
ceffary attendant t. Some ornaments which the ladies at that time wore upon 
their petticoats, excited mightily the indignation of the preachers, and they af
firmed, that fuch vanity would provoke God's vengeance, not only againll: thefe 
foolifh women, but againfi: the whole realm :j:. . 

MAR v, whofe age, and condition, and education, invited her to liberty and 
cheerfulnefs, was curbed in every ainufement, by the abfurd feverity of thefe re
formers; and fhe found each moment reafon to regret her leaving that country 
from whofe manners fhe had in her early youth received the firfi: impreffions 11. 
Her two uncles, the duke of Aumale, and the grand prior, with the other French 
nobility, foon took their leave of her: The marguefs of Elbeuf remained fome 
time longer; but after his departure, the was left alone to the fociety of her own 
fubjeets; men at that time unacquainted with the pleafures of converfation, ig
norant of arts and civility, and corrupted beyond their ufual rufi:icity by a difmal 
fanaticifm, which rendered them incapable of all humanity or improvement. 
Tho' fhe had made no attempt to refi:ore the ancient religion, her popery was a 
fufficient crime: Tho' her behaviour was hitherto irreproachable, and her man
ners f wect and engaging, her gaiety and eafe were interpreted as figns of diifolute 
vanity. And to the harfh and prepoll:erous ufage which this princefs met with, 
may, in part, be afcribed thofe errors of her fubfeguent conduCt, which feemed 
to be fo little of a piece with the general tenor of her charaCter. 

THERE happened to the marquef<> of Elbeuf, before his departure, an adven
ture which, tho' frivolous, might enable him to give Mary's friends in France, 
a very melancholy idea of her fituation. This nobleman, with the earl of Both
wei, and fome other young courtiers, had been engaged, after a debauch, to pay 
a vifit to a woman called Alifon Craig, who was known to be liberal of her fa~ 

• Knox, p; 33 2, 3 33• t Ibid. p. 322. 
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vours ; and becaufe they were denied entrance, they broke the windows, thruft 
open the door, and committed fome diforders, in fearching for the damfel. It 
happened that the affembly of the church was fitting at that time, and they im
mediately took the matter under their cognizance. In conjunCtion with feveral of 
th :' nobility, they prefented an add refs to the ~een, which was introduced with 
tbi:' awful prelude. " To the ~een's majefty, and to her fecret and great coun
" c1l, rer grace's faithful and obedient fubjects, the profeffors of Chrift Jefus's 
" holy e\ansil, wifh the fpirit of righteous judgment." The tenor of the pe
tition was, that the fear of God, the duty which they owed her grace, and the 
terrible threatenings denounced by God againfl:: every city or country where hor
rible crimes are openly committed, compelled them to demand the fevere punifh
ment of fuch as had done what in them lay to kindle the wrath of God againft 
the whole realm : That the iniquity of which they complained, was fo heinous, 
and fo horrible, that they fhould efteem themfelves accomplices in it, if they had 
been engaged by worldly fear, or fervile complaifance, to pafs it over in filence, 
{)r bury it in oblivion : That as they owed her grace obedience in the adminill:ra
tion of jufl:ice, fo were they entitled to require of her, in return, the fharp and 
condign punifhment of this enormity, which~ they repeated it, might draw down 
the vengeance of God on the whole kingdom. And that they infifted on it to be 
her duty to Jay afide all private affections towards the actors in this heinous crime 
and enormous villainy, and without delay bring them to a trial, and infhct the 
feverdl: penalties upon them. The Q~1een gave a gracious reception to this pe
remptory addrefs; but becaufe fhe probably thought, that breaking the windows 
of a brothel merited not fuch fevere reprehenfloo, fbe only replied, that her uncle 
was a {hanger, and that he was attended with a young company: But ihe would 
put fuch order to him and to all oth::rs, that her fubjects fhould henceforth have 
no reafon to complain. Her palling over this incident fo !lightly, was the fource 
of great di(ccntent, and was regarded as a proof of the mofl:: profligate man
ners*. It is not to be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufe all the uproar, 
was known to entertain a commerce with the earl ·of Arran, who. on account of 
his great zeal for the reformation, was, without fcruple, indulged in that enor
mity t. 

SoME of the populace of Edinburgh broke into the ~1een's chappel during 
her abfence and committed fome outrages ; for which two of them were indicted,. 
and it was intended to bring them to a trial. Knox wrote circular letters to tbe 
moll confidetable zealots of the party, and charged them to appear in· town, and 
protect their brethren. The holy facraments, he there faid, are abufed by pro· 
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phane papifts; the mafs has been faid ; and in worfhiping that idol, the pricfis 
have omitted no ceremony, not even the conjuring of their ::ccurfed water, that had 
ever been pratl:ifed in the time of the greateft blindnefs. Thefe violent meafures 
for oppofing juftice differed little from rebellion ; and Knox was fummoned 
before the council to anfwer for his offence. The courage of this man was equal 
to his infolence. He fcrupled not to tell the ~een, that the pefrilent papifls, 
who had enflamed her againft thefe holy men, were the fons of the devil ; and 
muft therefore obey the directions of their father, who had been a liar and a man
flayer from the beginning. The matter ended with the full acquital of Knox *. 
Randolf, the Englifh ambaffador in Scotland at this time, had reafon to write to
Cecil, fpeaking of the Scots nation : " I think marvelou!1y of the wifdom of 
" God, that gave this unruly, inconftant, and cumberfome people no more power 
" nor fubftance : For they would other wife run wild t .'' 

WE have related thefe circumftances at greater length, than the neceility Of 
our fubject may feem to require: But even trivial incidents, which ihow the 
manners of the age, areoften more inftrutl:ive, as well as entertaining, than the, 
great tranfatl:ions of wars and negotiations, which are nearly fimilar in all periods 
and in all countries of the world. 

THE reformed clergy in Scotland had, at that time, a very natural reafon for 
their ill humour, viz. the poverty or rather beggary to which they were reduced: 
The nobility and gentry had at firft laid their hands on all the property of the 
regular clergy, without making any provifion for the friars and nuns, whom they 
turned out of all their poiTeffions. The fecular clergy of the catholic com
munion, tho' they loft all eccleGafrical jurifdiction, fl:ill held fame of the tempora
lities of their benefices; and either became lay men themfelves, and convened them 
i-nto perpetual property, or made conveyance of them at low prices to the no
bility, who thus enrich(d themfelves by the plunder of the church. The new 
teachers had hithertb fubfifred chiefly by 1he voluntary oblations of the faithful; 
and in a poor country, divided in religious fentiments, this efl:ablilhment was 
regarded as very fcanty and very precarious. Rfpeated applications were made 
for a legd fettlement to the prea,·hers; and tho' almofl: every thing in the king
dom was governed by their zt al and caprice, it was with difficulty that their re
queft wa~ at !aft complied with. The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and 
their induftry in decrying Lhe principles and practices of the Romifh communion, 
which pl.iced fuch a merit in enriching the clergy, proved now a very fenfible
ohftacle to their acquifitions. The boundaries of the royal power were, during_ 
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that age, more uncertain in Scotland than even in England ; and the pt ivy coun· 
cil alone thought themfelves intitled, ~,,·ithout a Parliament, to regulate this im
portant matter. They paffed a vote*, by which they divided all the ecclefiafrical 
benefices into twenty-one parts : They affigned fourteen to the antient poffeffors : 
Of the remaining feven, they granted three to the crown; and if that was found 
to anfwer the public expences, they beftowed the overplus on the reformed mi
nin:ers. The ~1een was empowered to levy all the feven ; and it was or
dained, that fhe fhould afterwards pay to the clergy what 1hould be judged to 
fu£1ce for their maintenance. The neceffities of the crown, the rapacity of the 
courtiers, and the fmall affettion which Mary bore to the protefl:ant ecclefiaftics, 
rendered their revenues very contemptible as well as uncertain; and the preachers, 
finding that they could not rival the gentry, nor even the middling rank of 
men in opulence and plenty, were neceffitated to betake themfel ves to other expe
dients for fupporting their authority. They affeeted a furious zeal for religion, 
morofe manners, a vulgar and familiar, and yet myfterious cant; and tho' the 
liberality of fubfequent princes put them afterwards on a better footing with re
gard to revenue, and thereby corrected in fome degree thefe vicious habits; it mufi be 
confeffed, that, while many other advantages attend prefbyterian government, thefe 
inconveniencies are not eafil y feparated from the genius of that eccle.fiaftical polity. 

THE ~een of Scots, defritute of all force, poffeffing a narrow revenue, 
furrounded wit~ a factious turbulent nobility, a bigoted people, and infolent 
ecclefiJftics, foon found, that her only expedient for maintaining tranquillity was 
to preferve a good correfpondence with :j: Elizabeth, who· by former engagements 
and fervices, had acquired fuch authority over all thefe ranks of men. Soon 
after her arrival in Scotland, fecretary Lidington was fent to London, in order 
to pay her compliments to the ~1een, and exprefs her defire of friend !hip and a 
good correfpondence; and he received a commiffion from her, as well as from 
the Scots nobi:ity, to dem;md, as a means of cementing this friend.fhip, that 
Mary lhou!d, by aa of Parliament or by Proclamation (for the difference be
tween thefe fecurities was not then deemed very confiderable) be declared fucceffor 
to the crown, N'} requefl: could be more unreafonable, nor made at a more improper 
junCture. The Queen replied, that Mary had once dilcovered her intention not 
to wait for the fucceffion, but had openly, without ceremony or reftrve, affumcd 
the tit!<.> of ~ten of Engl3nd, and had pretended fuperior right to her throne 
and kingdom : That tho' her ambaffadors, and thofe of her hufband, the French 
K!:-·g, had fig~ed a treaty, in which they renounced that claim, and promifed fatif
fu[bon for fo great an indignity, fhe was fo intoxicated with this imaginary 
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z 

t }ebb, ·V<>l. ii. p. 456. 
right, 



E L I Z A B E T H. 3'9 

right, that !he had rejeCl:ed the rnofl: earne£1: folicitations, and even, as fome Chap. r. 
endeavoured to perfuade her, incurred fome danger in croffing the feas, rather '5"01 • 

than ratify that equitable treaty: That her partizans every where had fiill the 
affurance to infifl: on h:'r title, and had prefume.d co talk of her own birth as 
fpurious and illegitimate: That while affairs were on this footing; while a claim 
thus openly made, fo far from being openly renounced, was only fufpended tiH 
a more convenient opportunity; it would in her be the mo£1: egregious impru-
dence to fortify the hands of a pretender to her crown, by declaring her the fuc-
ceffor: That no expedient could be worfe imagined for cementing friendfhip than 
fuch a declaration, and Kings were often found to bear no good will to their fuc-
ceffors, even tho' their own children; much more when the connexion was fo 
much lefs intima.te, and when fu~-h caufe of difguft and jealoufy had already been 
given, and indeed was fiill continued~ on the part of Mary : That tho' fhe was 
will~ng, from the amity which fhe bore her kinfwoman, to afcribe her former 
pretenfions to the advice of others, by whofe direction fhe· was then governed; 
her refufal to relinquifh them could proceed only from her own prepoffeffions, 
and were a proof that fhe fiill retaine~ fame dangerous pr0jeet againft her : That 
it was the nature of all men to be difgu.fl:eq with the prefent, to entertain flatter-
ings views of futurity, to think thetr fervices ill rewarded, to ex peel: a bett€r 
recompence from the fucceffor ; and fhe fh(Juld efteem herfelf fcarce half a fove-
reign over the Englifb, if they faw her declare her heir, and arm her rival with 
authority againft her own repofe and fafety : That fhe knew the incon.ftant nature 
of the people; fhe was acquainted with the prefent diviG.ons in religion ; fhe was 
not ignorant,_ that the fame party, which expected greateft favour during the 
reign of Mary, did alfo imagine, that the title of that princefs was fuperior to 
her own,: That for her part, whatever claims were advanced, fhe was determined 
to live and die Glreen of England ; and after her death, it was the bufinefs of 
others to examine who had the befi pretenfions,. either by the laws or by right 
of blood, to the fucceffion : That fhe hoped the ~een of Scots's claim would 
then be foun.J preferable;; and confidering the injury,. which fhe herfelf had re· 
ceived,_ it was fufficient indulgence, if the promifed, in the mean ti.me, to do 
nothing which might, in any refpect, weaken or invalidate that claim: And- that 
Mary, if her title was really ft1perior, a point, which, for her own par~, fue had" 
never enquired into, poifeffed aH advantages abo~Ve her rivals ; who, deftitute-
both of prefent po.wer, and of all fupport by friends, would only expofe them--
fel ves to inevitable ruin,. by advancing any weak, or even doubtful pre.tenfions ~\. 
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cChap. I. THE~E views of the ~een were fo prudent and judicious, that there was no 
1 s6I. likelihood of her ever departing from them : But that fhe might put the matter to 

a fuller proof, fhe offered to explain the words of the treaty of Edinburgh, 'fo as 
to leave no fufpicion of their excluding Mary's right of fucceffion *; and in this 
form,_ fhe again required her to ratify that treaty. Matters at !aft came to this 
iffue, that Mary agreed to the propofal, and offered to renounce all prefent pre
tenfions to the crown of England, provided Elizabeth would agree to declare her 
the fucceffor t. But fuch ·was the jealous character of this latter princefs, that 
fhe never would confent to ftrengthen the interefl and authority of any claimant, 
by fixing the fucceffion ; much lefs would fhe make this conceili.on in favour of 
a rival ~een, who poffeffecl fuch plaufible pretenfions for the prefent, and who, 
tho' fhe might verbally refign them, could eafi!y refume her title on the firft op
portunity. Mary's propofal, however, bore fo fpecious an appearance of equity 
and juftice, that Elizabeth, fenfible that reafon would be deemed to lie entirely 
on that fide, made no more mention of the matter; and tho' no farther concef

fions were made by either Princefs, they put on all the appearances of a cordial 
Wife govern- reconcilement and friend !hip with each other. The Queen obferved, that, even 
mentofEliza- without her interpofition, Mary was fufficiently depreffed by the mutinous difpo
btth. fition of her own fuhjects; and inftead of giving Scotland, for the prefent, any 

inquietude or difturbance, fhe employed herfelf, much more ufefully and laudably, 
in regulating the affairs of her own kingdom, and promoting the happinefs of her 
people. She made fome progrefs in paying thofe great debts which lay upon the 
crown: She regulated the coin, which had been extremely debafed by her prede
ceffors ; fhe (urnifhed her arfenals with great quantities of arms from Germany and 
other places; engaged her nobility and gentry to imitate her example in this par
ticular ; introduced into the kjngdom the arc of making gun· powder and brafs can
non; fortified her frontiers on the fide of Scotland ; made frequent reviews of the 
militia ; encouraged agriculture by al10wing a free exportation of corn; promoted 
trade and navigCltion; and fo much encreafed the !hipping of her kingdom, both 
by buiiding vefftls of force ht>rfelf, and fuggefling like undertakings to the mer
chants, thdt fhe was jufily fiilecl the rdl.orer of naval glory, and the ~een of 
the northern feas :t. The natural frugality of her t~mper, fo far from difqualify
ing her for tl:ek great enterprizes, only enabled her to execute them with greater 
.certainty and faccefs; and all the world faw in her conduct the happy effects of 
a vigorous perfeverance in judiciuus and well conducted projeCts. 
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IT is eafy to imagine, that fo great a princefs, who enjoyed fuch felicity and 
renown, would receive propofals of marriage from every one, who had' any like· 
lihood of fucceeding; and tho' 1he had made fome public declarations in favour 
of a fingle life, few believed, that ihe would perfevere forever in that refolution. 
The archduke Charles, fecond fon to the emperor *, as well as Cafimir, fon to the 
elector palatine, made applications to her ; and as this latter prince m::1.de profeffion 
of the reformed religion, he thought himfeif, on this account, better intitled to 
fucceed in his addrelfcs. Eric, King of Sweden, and Adolph, duke of Holftein, 
were encouraged by the fame views to become fuitors; and the earl of Arran, heir 
to the crown of Scotland, was, by the ftates of that kingdom, recommended to her 
as a fuitable marriage. Even fame of her own fubjetl:s, tho' they did not openly 
declare their pretenfions, entertained hopes of fuccefs. The earl of Arundel, a per
fan declining in years, but defcended from a very ancient and noble family, as well 
as polfeffed of great riches, flattered himfelf with this profpect; as did alfo Sir Wil- , 
liam Pickering, a man much efteemed for his perfonal merit. But the perfon 
moft likely to fucceed, was a younger fon of the late duke of Northumberland, 
the lord Robert Dudley, who, by means of his exterior qualities, joined to addrefs 
and flattery, had become, in a manner, her declared favourite, and had great :r'
fluence in all her councils. The lefs worthy he appeared of this diflinctior:, the 
more was his great favour afcribed to fome violent affection, which could thus fe~ 
duce the judgment of this penetrating princefs ; and men long expected, that he 
would obtain the preference above fo many princes and monarchs. But the QEeen 
gave all thefe fuitors a gentle refufal, which ftill encouraged their pLJrfuit ; and 
fhe thought, that fhe 1hould the better attach them to her interefis, if they were 
ftill allowed to entertain hopes of fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is al_fo pro
bable, that this policy was not entirely free from a mixture of female coquetry ; 
and that, tho' ihe was determined in her own mind never to ihare her power with 
any man, 1he was not difpleafed with the courtihip, folicitation, and profeilions 
of love, which the defire of acquiring fo valuable a prize, procured her from all 
quarters. 

WHAT is moft fingular in the conduct and character of Elizabeth, is, that, 
tho' {he determined never to have any heir of her own body, fhe was not 
only extremely averfe to fix any fucceffor to the crown; but feems alfo to have 
refolved, as far as lay in her power, that no one who had pretenfions to the 
fucceffion, ihould ever have any heirs or fuccelfors. After the exclufion given by 
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the will of Henry VIII. to the pofrerity of Margaret, ~een of Scotland, the 
right to the crown devolved on the houfe of Suffolk; and the lady Catharine 
Gray, younger fifrer to the lady Jane, was· now the heir of that family. This 
lady had been married to. the lord Herbert, fon to the earl of Pembroke; but 
having been divorced from that nobleman, 1he had made a private marriage 
with the earl of Hartford, fon to the proteCtor ; and her hufband, foon after 
confummation, travelled into France. In a little time fhe appeared to be preg
nant, which fo enraged Elizabeth, that fhe threw her into the Tower, and fum
mooed him to appear, in order to anfwer for his rnifdemeanor. He made no. 
fcruple to acknowlege the marriage, which, tho' concluded without the Q8een's 
confent, was entirely fuitable to both parties ; and for this offence he was alfo 
committed to the Tower. Elizabeth~s feverity ftopped not here: She iffued a 
commilfion to enquire into the matter;, and as Hartford could not, within the 
time limited, prove the nuptials by witneffes, their commerce was declared un
lawful, and their pofrerity illegitimate. They were ftill continued in cuftody;: 
but by bribing their keepers, they found means to have farther inrercourfe; and 
another child appeared to be the fruit of their commerce. This was a frefh fource 
of vexation to the GEeen ; who made a fine of fifteen thoufand pounds be fet 
on Hartford by the Star-Chamber, and ordered his con6nement to be thenceforth. 
frill more rigid and fevere. He lay in this. condition for nine years, till the 
neath of his wife, by freeing Elizabeth from all fears, procured him his liberty *. 
This extreme feverity muft be accounted for, either by the unrelenting jealoufy of 
the ~een, who was afraid that any pretender to the fucceffion would acquire cre
dit by having iffue; or by her malignity, which, with all her great qualities, 
made one ingredient in her charaCter, and which led her to envy in others thofe 
natural pleafures of love and pofrerity, of which her own ambition and defire of 
dominion made her renounce all profpeCl: for herfelf. 

THERE happened, about this time, fome other events in the royal f.amily, 
where the Queen's conduct was more laudable. Arthur Pole, and his brother, 
nephews to the late cardinal, and defcended from the duke of Clarence, brother 
to Edward th<r fourth, together with Anthony Fortefcue, who had married a 
fiO:er of thefe gentlemen, and fome other perfons, were brought to their trial for 
confpiring to withdraw into France, with a view of receiving fuccours from 
the duke of Guife, of returning thence into \'\7 ales, and of proclaiming Mary ~een 
of England, and Arthur Pole duke of Clarence. They confeffed the indictment,, 
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but afferted that they never intended to execute thefe projetl:s during the ~een's Chap. r. 
life-time: They had only deemed fuch precautions requifite in cafe of her death, 156 1• 

which, fome pretenders to judicial afl:rology had affured them, they might with 
certainly look for before the year expired. They were condemned by the jury ; 
but received their pardon from tl~e ~teen's clemency u. 

C H A P. II. 

State if Europe.-Civil wars qf France.-Havre de Grace put ill 
pqf!d]ion of the Englijh.-A Parliament.--Havre lofl.--
Scots affairs.-'I'he §(geen of Scots marries the earl of Darnley. 
--Confederacy againfl the Protejlants.--Murder of Rt'zzio.-
A Parliament.--Murder if Darnley.--ff<geen of Scots nJarries 
Bothwei.--InfurreCliom in Scotland.--Imprifonment of Mary. 
-Mary flies into England.--Coiferences at rork and Hampton. 
Court. 

A F T E R the commencement of the religious wars in France, which ren-
1

• 62 • 

dered that flouriihing kingdom, during the courfe of near forty ~ears, a State) of Eu

fcene of horror and devail:ation, the great rival powers in Europe were Spain and rope. 

England ; and it was not long before an animofiry, firft political, then perfonaJ, 
broke out between the fovereigns of thefe countries. 

PHILIP the fecond of Spain, tho' he reached not any enlarged views of policy, 
was endowed with great induftry and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his enter
prizes, an unufual forefight in all his meafures; and as he was ever cool and feem
ingly unmoved by paffion, and pofi'effed neither talents nor inclination for war, 
both his fubjetl:s and his neighbours had reafon to expect great jufl:ice, happinefs 
and tranquillity, from his adminifl:ration. But prejudices had on him a more per
nicious effeCt than ever paffions had on any other monarch; and the fpirit of bi
gotry and tyranny, by which he was atl:uated, with the fraudulent maxims which 
governed his councils, excited the moft violent agitation among his own people, 
engaged him in atl:s of the moft enormous cruelty, and threw ali Europe into 
combufrion. 

AFTER Pll'ilip had concluded peace at Cambray, and had remained fome time 
in the Netherlands, in order to fettle the affairs of that country, he embarked for 
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Spain; and as the gravity of that nation, with their refpeB:ful obedience to their 
prince, had appeared much more agreeable to his humour, than the homely fami
liar manners, and the pertinacious liberty of the Flemings, it was expeB:ed, that he 
would for the future refide altogether at Madrid, and would govern all his exten
five dominions by Spaniih minifters and Spanifu councils. Having met with a 
violent tempeft on his voyage, he no fooner arrived in harbour than he fell on his 
knees, and afcer giving thanks for this deliverance, he vowed, that his life, which 
was thus providentially faved, fhould be thenceforth entirely devoted to the extir
pation of herefy *. His fubfequent conduB: correfponded to thefe profeffions. Find
ing that the new doctrines had penetrated into Spain, he let loofe the rage of perfe
cution againft all who profeffed them, or were fufpec1ed of adhering to them ; and 
by his violence he gave new edge, even to the unrelenting cruelty of priefts and in
quifitors. He committed to cuftody Conftantine Ponce, who had been confeifor 
to his father, the emperor Charles; who had attended him during his retreat; 
and in -whofe arms that great monarch had terminated his life: And after this ec
clefiaftic died in prifon, he ftill ordered him to be tried and condemned for he
refy, and his ftatue to be committed to the flames. He even deliberated, whether 
he ihould not exercife like feverity againft the memory of his father, who was fuf
peB:ed, during his latter years, to have indulged a propenlity towards the Lutheran 
principles : In his furious zeal for orthodoxy; he fpared neither age, fex, nor 
condition : He was pref€nt, with an inflexible countenance, at the moft barbar
ous executions: He iffued rigorous orders for the profecution of heretics, in 
Spain, Italy, the Indies, and the Low Countries: And having founded his de
termined tyranny on maxims of civil policy, as well as on principles of religion, 
all his fubjeB:s faw, that there was no method, except the moft entire compliance, 
or moft obftinate refiftance, to efcape or elude the feverity of his vengeance. 

DuRING that extreme animofity which prevailed between the adherents of the 
oppofite religions, the civil magiftrate, who found it difficult, if not impoffible, 
for the fame laws to govern fuch enraged adverfaries, was naturally led by fpeci
ous rules of prudence, in embracing one party,· to declare war againft the other, 
and to exterminate, by fire and fword, thofe bigots, who, from abhorrence of 
his religion, had proceeded to an oppolition of his power, and to a hatred of 
his perfon. If any prince poifeffed fuch enlarged views as to forefee, that a mu
tual toleration would in time abate the fury of religious prejudices, he yet met 
with difficulries in reducing this principle to praB:ice; and might deem the ma
lady too violent td await a remedy, which, tho' certain, mull: neceifarily be flow 
in it operations. But Philip, tho' a profound hypocrite, and extremely govern-

! ThuanuF, lib. xxiii. cap. q,. 
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ed by felf-interefi:, feems alfo to have been himfelf actuated by an imperious bi
-gotry; and as he employed great refleCtion in ,all his cof!duEt, he could eafily 
palliate the gratification of his natural temper under the colour of wifdom, and 
,find in this fyftem no lefs advantage to his foreign than his dome!tic politics. By 
placing himfelf at the head of the catholic party, he converted the zealots of the 
ancient faith into partizans of the Spanifh greatnefs ; and by employing the pow- , 
erful allurement of religion, he feduced every where the fubjeets from that allegi
ance which they owed their native fovereign. 

THE courfe of events, guiding and concurring with choice, had placed Eli
zabeth in a fituation diametrically oppofite; and had raifed her to be the glory, 
the bulwark, and the fupport of the numerous, tho' fi:ill perfecuted proteftants, 
throughout all Europe. More moderate in her temper than Philip, lhe found, 
with pleafure, that the principles of her feet required not fuch extreme feverity 
in her domeftic government, as was exercifed by that monarch ; and having no 
objeCt bu~ felf-prefervation, fhe united her interefts in all foreign negociations 
with thofe who were every where ftruggling under oppreffion, and guarding 
themfelves againfi: ruin and extermination. The more virtuous fovereign was 
thus happily thrown into the more favourable caufe; and fortune, in this in
fiance, concurred with policy and nature. 

DuRING the life-time of Henry the fecond and his fuccelfor, the force of thefe 
principles wa·s fomewhat reftrainecl, tho' not altogether overcome, by the mo
tives of a fuperior intereft ; and the dread of uniting England with the French 
monarchy, engaged Philip to maintain a good correfpondence with Elizabeth. 
Yet even during this period he rejected the garter which fhe fent him; he refufed 
to ratify the ancien-t league between the houfe of Burgundy and England'-' ; .. he 
furnifhed fhips to tranfport the French forces into Scotland ; he endeavoured to 

intercept the earl of Arran, who was haftening to join the malecontents in that 
·country ; and the Q!Jeen.'s wifell minifters ftill regarded his friendfhip as hollow 
and precarious t. But no fooner did the death of Francis the fecond put an end~ 
to Philip's. apprehenLions with regard. to Mary's fucceffion, than his animofity 
againfi: Elizabeth began more openly to appear, and the interefts of Spain and 
England were found oppofite in every negociation and tranfatl:ion. 

THE two great monarchies of the continent, France and Spain, being poffeffed 
of nearly equal force, were naturally antagonifrs ; and England, from its power 
and fituation, was intitled to fupport its own dignity, as well as tranq.uillity, by;-

* Digges' Complete Ambalfador, p. 369. Haynes, p. 585. Strype, vol. iv. NQ 246. 
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holding the balance between them. Whatever incident, therefore, tended too 
much to deprefs any one of thefe rival.powers, as it left the other without con
troul, might be deemed contrary to the interefts of England : Yet fo much were 
thefe great maxims of policy over-ruled, during that ag~, by the difputes of 
theology, that Philip found an advantage in fupportin~ the eftablifu.ed govern
ment and religion of France; and Elizabeth in prote.::1ing faB:ion and innova
tion. 

Civil wars of 
France. THE ~een-regent of France, when reinftated in authority by the death of 

her fon, Francis, had formed a plan of adminiO:ration more fubtle than judi
cious ; and balancing the Catholics with the Hugonots, the duke of Guife with 
the prince of Conde, fu.e endeavoured to render herfelf necelfary to both, and to 
eftablifu. her own dominion on their confl:rained obedience :j:! But the equal coun
terpoife of power, which, among foreign nations, is the fource of tranquillity, 
proves always the ground of quarrel between domeftic fatl:ions; and if the ani
mofity of religion concur with the frequent occafions which prefent themfelves of 
mutual injury, it is impoffible, during any time, to preferve a firm concord in fo 
delicate a fituation. The confhble, Montmorency, moved by zeal for the 
ancient faith, joined himfelf to the duke of Guife: The King of Navarre, from 
his inconftant temper, and his jealoufy of the fuperior genius of his brother, 
embraced the fame party : And Catl-.erine, finding herfelf depreffed by this com
bination, had recourfe to Conde and the hugonots, who gladly embraced the 
~pportunity of fortifying themfelves by her countenance and protection u. An 
ediCt had been publiihed, granting a toleration to the proteftants; but the inter
efl:ed violence of the duke of Guife, covered with the pretence of religious zeal, 
broke thro' this agreement; and the two pqrties, after the fallacious tranquillity 
of a moment, renewed their mutual infults and injuries. Conde, Coligni, An
delot, aifembled their friends, and flew to arms: Guife and Montmorency got 
poffeffion of the King's perfon, and confl:rained the ~een-regent to embrace 
their party : Fourteen armies were levied and put in motion in different places of 
France* : Each province, each city, each family, was agitated with intefl:ine 
rage and animofity. The ~ather was divided again(t the fan ; the brother againft 
the brother; a:1d women themfelves, facrificing their humanity as well as their 
timidity to the religious fury, difl:inguifhed themfelves by aCts of ferocity and 
valour t. Wherever the hugonots prevailed, the images were broke, the altars 
pillaged, the churches demoliihed, the monafteries confumed with .fire :_ Where 
fc:ccefs attended the catholics, they burned the bibles, re baptized the infants, 

· t Davila, lib. ii. II Ibid. lib. iii. • Father Paul, lib. vii. t .Ibid. 
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conftrained married perfons to pafs anew thro' the ceremony: And plunder, de
folation, and bloodfhed attended equally the triumph of both parties. The Par
liament of Paris itfelf, the feat of law and juftice,. inftead of employing its au
thority to compofe thefe fatal quarrels, publifhed an edict, by which it put the 
fword into the hands of the enraged multitude, and empowered the catholics 
every where to maif:1cre the hugonots t: And it was during this period, when 
n1en began to be fomewhat enlightened, and in this nation, renowned for polifb-
ed manners, that the theological rage, which had long been boiling in mens veins, 
feems to have attained its la!1 fi:age of virulence and ferocity. 

PHILIP, who was jealous of the progrefs which the hugonots made in France, 
and who dreaded that the contagion would fpread into the Low-Country Provinces,. 
had formed a fecret alliance with the princes of Guife, and had eiltered into a mu
tual concert for the protection of the ancient faith, and the fuppreffion of herefy. 
He now fent fix thoufand men, with fome fupply of money, to reinforce rhe ca·
tholic party; and the prince of Conde, finding himfelf unequ~l to fo great a com
bination, countenanced by the regal authority, was obliged to difpatch the Vi
dame of Chartres and Briguemaut to London, in order to crave the affift-
ance and prdtection of Elizabeth. Moil: of the province of Normandy was 

0 
poffeifed by the hugonots ; and Conde offered to put Havre de Grace into the g~;; p~t in. 

hands of the Engli!h; on condition, that, together with three thoufand men for pofrelfion of 

the garrifon of that: place, the Qgeen fhould likewife fend over three thoufand to the Enghfu •. 

defend Dieppe and Rauen, and fhould furni!h ~he prince with a fupply of a hun-
dred thoufand crowns [1. 

ELIZABETH, hefides the general and e.ITential intereft of fupporting the pro
tC!IIlants, and oppofing the rapid progrefs of her enemy, the duke of Guife, had 
other motives which engaged he::r to accept this propofal. When .!he concluded h S 

2ot eptem
the peace at Cateau Cambrefis, fhe had good reafon to foref::.:, that France ne- er. 

ver would voluntarily fulfil the article with regard to the reftitution of Calais; 
and many fubfequent incidents had tended to 'confirm this fufpicion. Confider-
able fums of money had been laid out on the fortifications ; long leafes had been 
granted of the lands; and many inhabitants had been encouraged to build and 
fettle there, by affurances that Calais fhould never be refiored to the Englifh *.' 
The QEeep, therefore, very wifely concluded, that could fhe get poff::ffion of 
Havre, a place which commanded the mouth of the Seine, and was of much 
greater importance than Calais, 1he fhould eafily conftrain the French to execute 

t Father Paul1 lib, vii. Haynes, p. 39'· 
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Chap. II. the treaty, and ihould have the glory of reftoring to the crown that ancient pof-
'56z· feffion, which was fo much the favourite of the nation. ' 

No meafure could be more generally odious in France, than the conclulion of 
this treaty with Elizabeth. Men were naturally led to compare the conduCt of 
Guife, who had finally chafed the Engliih from France, and had barred thefe 
dangerous and deflrutl:ive enemies from all accefs into it, with the treafonable po
Etics of Conde, who had again granted them an entry into the heart of the king
dom. The prince had the more reafon to repent of this meafure, as he reaped 
not from it all the advantage which 'be expeCted. Three thoufand Engliih im
mediately took poifeffion of Havre and Dieppe, under the command of Sir Ed
ward Poinings; but the latter place was found fo little capable of being defend
_ed, that it was immediately abandoned i·. The fiege of Rouep was already 
formed· by the d.tholics., under the command of the King of Nav~rre and the 
conftable Montmorency; and it was with difficulty that Poinings could throw a 
fmall reinforcement into the place. Tho' thefe Englifh troops behaved with great 
gallantry :j:, and the King of Navarre was mortally wot.mded during the fiege; 
the catholics frill continued the attack of the place, and carrying it at laft py af-
fault, put the whole garrifon to the fword. The earl of Warwic, eldeft fon to 

the late du~e of Northumberland,' arrived foon after at Havre, with another body 
of three thoufand Engliih, and took on him the command of the place. 

IT was expeB:ed, that the French catholics, flulhed with their fuccefs at Rouen, 
would immediately have formed t_he fiege of Havre, which was not as yet in any 
condition of defence ; but the inteftine diforders of the kingdom foon diverted 
.their attention to another en-terprize. Andelot, feconded by· the negociations of 
Elizabeth, had levied a confiderable body of proteftants in Germany; and havi-ng 
arrived at Orleans, the feat of the hugonots' powe1·, he enabled the prince of 
Conde and the admiral to rake the field, and oppofe the progrefs of their ene-

- mies. },Lfter threatening Paris during fome time, they took their march t~wards 
Normandy, with a view of engaging the Englifh to act in conjunction with them, 

and of fortifying themfelves with the farther affiftance which they expeCted from 
.the zeal and vigour of Elizabeth II· The catholics, commanded by the conftable, 

h f D and under him by the duk€ of Guife, followed on their rear ; and overtakino-
t9t o e,.. o 
:eember. them at Dreux, obliged. them to give battle. The field was fought with great 

o.bftinacy on both fides ; and the aCtion was diftinguilhed by this fignal event, 
that Conde and Montmorency, the commanders of the oppofite armies, remain
ed both of them prifoners in the hands of their enemies. The appearances of 

t Forbes, vol. ii, p. '99· t Ibid. P· I 6!. 
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vitl:ory remain.ed with Guife ; but the admiral, whofe fate it ever was to be defeat
ed, and frill to rife more terrible after his misfortunes, colletled the remains of 
the army, and infpiring his own unconquerable courage and conftancy into every 
breaft, kept them in a body, and fubdued fame of the moft confiderable places 
iri Normandy. Elizabeth, the better to fupport his caufe, fent him a new fupply 
of a hundred ·thoufand crowns ; and offered, if he could find merchants to lend 
him the money, to give her bond for another hundred thoufand *. 

Chap. TL 
1)6.::. 

THE expences incurred by affifting the French Hugonots, had emptied the r 563. 

~een's exchequer, notwithftanding her extreme frugality; and in order to ob- 1 zth january. 

tain fupply, ihe found herfelf under a neceffity of fummoning a Parliament: AParliament. 

An expedient to which fhe never voluntarily had recourfe. A little before the 
meeting of this affembly, fhe had fallen into a dangerous illnefs, the fmall pox ; 
and as her life, during fame time, was defpaired of, the people became the more 
fenfible of the perilous condition in which they ftood, on accoun~ of the un-
certainty which, in cafe of her deceafe, attended the fucceffion of the crown. 
The partizans of the ~een of Scots and thofe of the houfe of Suffolk, already 
divided the nation into factions ; and every one forefaw, that, tho' it might be 
poffible at prefent to determine the controverfy by law, yet, if the throne was va-
cant, nothing but the fword would be able to fix a fucceffor. The commons, 
:therefore, on the very opening of the feffion, voted an addrefs to the ~een, in 
which, -after enumerating the dangers attending a broken and doubtful fucceffion, 
and mentioning the evils which their fathers had experienced from the contending 
titles of York and Lancafter, they entreated the ~een to put an end to their ap
prehenfions, by choofing fame hufband, whom, they promifed, whoever he was, 
gratefully to receive, and faithfully to ferve, honour, and obey: Or if fhe had 
entertained any reluCtance to the married ftate, they defired, that the lawful fuc_ 
ceffor might be named, or at leaft appointed by act of parliament. They remark-
ed, that during all the reigns which had paffed fince the conquefr, the nation had 
never before been fo unhappy, as not to know the perfon who, in cafe of the 
fovereign's death, was legally entitled to the fucceffion. And they obferved, 
that the certain and fixed order which took place in the inheritance of t, e French 
monarchy, was one chief fource of the ufual tranquillity, as well as of the happi-
nefs of that kingdom t. 

Tms fubjetl:, tho' extremely interefting to the nation, was very little agree
able to the ~1een; and fhe was fenfible, that great difficulties would attend every 
decifion. A declaration in favour of the ~een ofScots, would form a fettleme11t 

• Forbes, vol. ii. p. 322, 947· 
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pe1fcEtly legal; becaufe that priocefs was commonly allowed ro poffefs the rlght; 
of b'o ;d, and the exclufion given by Henry's will, deriving its weight chitflv
from an 2.d. of Parliament, would lofe all authority ,whenever the Queen and Par-. 
liamcnt had made a new fettlement, and reftored the Scottifh line to their place, 
in the fuccefi1on. But f11e dreaded the giving encouragement to the catholics~ 
her ftcret enemies, by this declaration. She was fenfible, that every heir was, in. 
feme degree, a rival; much more one who poffeifed a claim· far the p~efeot pof ... 
fellion of the crown, and who had already advanced, in a very open manner, thefe 
dangerous prctenfions. The great power of Mar-.y, .both from d1.e favour of the 
catholic Frinces, and her connections with the houfe of Gui.fe, not to mention the-. 
force and fituarion of Scotland~' was well known to her ; ·and lhe faw no fecurity 
that that princefs~ if fortified by a fure profpect of fucc-effion, would not again 
revive daims which ilie could never yet be prevailed on formally to reJinquifh. 
On the oth~r hand, the title of the houfe of Suffolk was fupported only by the 
more zealous protefiants ; . and it was very doubtful, whether even a parliamentary> 
declaration in its favour, would beftow on it fuch validity as to give far is faction to. 
the people. The republican part of the co.nftitution had not as yet acquired fuch 
an. afcendant as to controu],. in any. degree, the ideas of hereditary right; and as. 
the legality of Henry's will was ftill difputed, tho' founded on the utmoft autho-, 
rity which a Parliament could beftow ; who could be aifured, that a more recent. 
aCt would be acknowledged to have any greater for~e or validity ? In the frequent, 
revolutions which had of late taken place, the right of blood had ftill prevailed, 
over reljgious prejudices; 2nd the nation, had .ever .!hewed itfelf difpofed rather. 
to change its faith tha,n the order of fuccellion. Even many: pro.teftants declared, 
themfelves in favour of Mary's claim of inheritance.*; and nothing would en·, 
danger more general difguft, than to fee the OJ:leen openly, and without referve,_, 
take party againft it. That princefs alfo, .finding herfelf injured in fo fenfible a, 
point, woul::l thenceforth aCt .as a declared enemy; and uniting together her fo-, 
r~ign and domeftic friends, the partizans of her prefent title and of her eventual. 
fU<::cdiion, ,wo.uld foon bring matters to extremity againft. the public eftablilli .. , 
ment. The ~een, therefore, weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which were
great and urgent, was determined to keep both parties in ,awe, by maintaining, 
ftill an an).biguqus.condud; and fhe chafe rather that the people fhould run the. 
hazard of contingent events, than that herfelf fhould vifibly endanger her :throne~, 
by employi~1g_ expedients, which, at beft, did not give entire fecurity. to the 
nation. She made, therefore, an evafi ve anfwer to the applications of the c.om
maons ~,and when . the houfe, at the end of the feffi.ons, defired, l;>y the mouth~ 

* Keith, p. 3zz. 
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()f their fpeaker, farther fatisfaEtion on that head, fhe could not be prevail'ed on 
to make her reply more expJicir. She only tofd them, contrary to her declara
tions in the beginning of her reign, that fhe had fixed no abfolute· refoiution 
qgainfr marriage; and !he added, that the difficulties wil!h which the quefi:ion 

of the fucceffion was atteFJded, were fo great, that fhe would be contented, for 
their fake, to remain fome time longer in this vale of mifery ; and never ihould 
depart this life with fatisfactioll, till lhe had laid fome folid foundation .for their 

future tecurity.*. 

THE moil: remarkable }aw paffed this feffion, was that which ·bore the title of 
Aj]urance of the fiZueen' s ro)•al power ever all flates and fubjefls within her domini
ons t. By this aB:, the afferting twice by writing, word, or deed, the_ pope's 
authority, was fubje.tl:ed to the penalties of treafon. All perfons in h0ly orders 
were·bound to take the oath of fupremacy; as alfo, all who were advanced to any 
degrees, either in the univerfities of'in cornmon law; all fchoolmafl:ers, officers in 
c-ourt, or members of Parliament: And the. penalty of their fecond refufal was 
treafon. The firft offence in both cafes, was puniihed by bani!hment and 
forfeiture. This rigorous ftatute, which involved a real, tho' not general, per
fecution, and of the worfi: kind too·, as it made a fcrutiny int:o mens fecret fenti
ments, was not extended to any of the degree of a baron ; becaufe it was not 
:fi..1ppofed~ that the Queen could entertain any doubt with regard to the fidelity 
of perfons poffeffed of fuch high dignity. The lord Montacute made vigorous 
oppofition to this bill ; and afferted, in favour of the catholics, that they dif
Futed not, they preached not, they difobeyed not the ~1een, they caufed no 
trouble nor tumults among the people t· It is, however, probable, that fome 
f-ufpicions of their fecret confpiracies had made the Queen and .Parliament -in
creafe their rigour againft them ; tho' it is alfo more than probable, that they 
were miftaken in the nature of the remedy. ' 

THERE was likewife another point in which the Parliament, this feffion, !hewed 

more the goodnefs of their intention than the foundnefs of their judgment. 
They paffed a law againft fond and fantaftical prophecies, which had peen ob
ferved to feduce the people inro rebellion and diforder II : But at the fame time 
they enacted a ftatute which was mofi: likely to increafc thefe and fuch like fu
:perfi:itions: It was levelled againfi: conjurations, enchantments, and witchcrafc §. 
\Vitchcraft and hertfy are two crimes which commoely increafe by punifhment, 
and never are foeffe3:ua11y fuppreffed as by beingtotally neglected. Aftenhe;Pa.r-

* Sir Simon D-'Ewes's Joumal, p. 75· t 5 Eliz. c. 1, :t: Strvpe, -vol. i. p. z6o. 
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Chap. u. liament had granted the ~een a fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths, it 
1563. was finilhed by a prorogation. The convocation likewife voted the ~een a fub~ 

fidy of fix !billings in the pound, payable in three years; 

Vv"' HIL E the Englifh parties exerted thefe calm efforts againft each other, in: 
parliamentary votes and debates, the French faCtions, enflamed to the higheft de
gree of animofity, continued that cruel war which their intemperate zeal, aB:u
ated by the ambition of their leaders, had kindled in the kingdom. The admiral 
was fuccefsful in reducing the towns of Normandy which held for the King; but 
he frequently complained, that the numerous garrifon of Havre remained totally 
unactive, and was not employed in any military operations againft the common 
enemy. The ~een, in taking poffeffion of that place,- had publifhed a mani
fefto *, in which fbe pretended, that her concern for the French King's intereft, 
had engaged her in that meafure, and that her fole intention was to oppofe her 
enemies of the houfe of Guife, who held their prince in captivity, and employed 
his power to the deftruB:ion of his beft and moft faithful fubjeCi:s. It was chiefly 
her defire to preferve appearances, joined to the great frugality of her temper, 
which made her, at this critical junCture, keep her foldiers in garrifon, and re
ftrain them from committing farther hoftilities upon the enemy t. The duke of
Guife, meanwhile, was aiming a mortal blow at the power of the Hugonots; 
and had commenced the liege of Orleans, which was commanded by Andelot, 
and where the conftable was detained prifoner. He had the profpeCt of fpeedy 
fuccefs in this undertaking; when he was affaffinated by Poltrot, a young gen
tleman, whofe zeal, inftigated (as it is pretended, tho' without any certain 
foundation) -by the admiral and Beza, a famous preacher, led him to attempt 
that criminal enterprize. The death of this gallant prince was a very fen
fible lofs to the catholic party ; and tho' the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother, 
frill fupported the interefts of the family, th€- danger of their progrefs appeared 
muChlefs imminent, both to QEeen Elizabeth and to the French proteftants. 
The union, therefore, between thefe allies, which had been cemented by 
their common fears, began thenceforth to be lefs intimate ; and the leaders of 
the Hugonots were perfuaded to hearken to terms of accommodation. Conde 
and Montmorency held conferences for fettling the peace; and as they were both 
of them impatient to relieve themfelves from captivity, they foon came to an 
agreement with regard to the conditions. The charatl:er of the ~1een-regent, 
whofe ends were always violent, but who endeavoured, by fubtiity and policy, 
rather than force, to attain them, led her to embrace any plaufible terms; and ill 

-* Forbes, vol. ii. t Ibid. p. 276, 277. 
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fpite of the, admiral's protefl:ations, whofe fagacity could earily difcover the Char. H. 

treachery of the court, the articles of agreement were finally fettled between the 15
6

3· 

parties. A toleration, under fame refl:riCl:ions, was anew granted to the prote-
ftants ;- a general amnefty was publifhed ; Conde was reinftated in his offices 
and'governments; and after money was advanced f,Jr the payment of arrears dLle 
to the German troops, they were difmiiled the kingdom. 

Bv the agreement between Elizabeth and the prince of Conde, it had been: 
ftipulated *, that neither party fhould conclude peace without the confent of the 
other ; but this article was at prefent but little regarded by the leaders of the 
French proteftants. They only comprehended her fa far in the treaty, as to 
obtain a promife, that, on her relinquifhing Havre, her charges and the"money 
which fhe had advanced them, fhould be repaid her by the King of France, and 
that Calais, on the expiration of the term, fhould be reftored to her. But 
fue difdained to accept of thefe terms ; and thinking the poffeffion of Havre 
a much better pledge for the obtaining her purpofe, fhe fent vVarwic orders 
to prepare himfelf againft an attack from the now ·united power of the French. 
monarchy. · 

THE earl of Warwic, who commanded a garrifon of fix thoufand men, befide 
feven hundred pioneers, had no fooner:got poffeffion of Havre, than he employed 
every means of putting. it in a pofi:ure of defence t ; and after expelling the 
French from the town, he encouraged his foldiers to make the moft defperate. · 
defence againft the enemy~ The conftable commanded the French army ; the 
Queen-regent herfelf; and the King, were prefent in the camp ; even the prince of 
Conde joined the King's forces, and gave countenance to this enterprize ; the · 
admiral and 'Andelot alone, who frill defired to preferve Elizabeth's friendlhip, 
kept at a diftance, and prudently refufed to join their ancient enemies in an attack _ 
upon their allies. 

Bv the force, and difpofitions, and fituation of both fides, it· was expected, , 
that the fiege would be attended with fome very memorable event ; yet did 
France make a much eafier acquifition of this important place, than was at firfi:: 
apprehended. The plague crept in among the Engli!h foldiers ; and being en
creafed by their fatigue and bad diet (for. they were but ill fupplied with provi
fions :j:) it committed fuch ravages, that fometimes an hundred men a day died : 
of it, and there remained not at laft fifteen hundred in a condition to do duty +· . 
The French, meeting with fuch feeble refiftance, . carried on their attacks fucceff
fully ; and having made two breaches, each of them fixty feet wide, they pre-

• Forbes, vol. ii. p. 79~ t Ibid. p. 158. :t: Ibid. p. 337, 498. + Ibid. p. 450, 458. 
pared· 
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pared .. for ·.a general alfaulr, which muft have terminated in the !laughter of the 
whole, garrifon t· Warwic, who had frequently warned the Engli!h council of 
the danger, and who had loudly demanded a fupply of men and provifions, found 

.. himfelf obliged to capitulate, and to content himfdf with the liberty c,f with
.drawing his garrifon. The articles were no fooner figned, than lord Clinton, the 
admiral, who had been detained by contrary winds, appeared off the harbour 
with a reinforcement of three thoufand men; and found the. place furrenclered to 
the enemy. To encreafe the misfortune, the inftCl:ed army·brought the plague 
with them into England, where it fwept off great mu!titu'des, particularly in 
the city of London. Above twenty thoufand perfons there died of it in one 
year+.· 

ELIZABETH, whofe ufual vigour and·forefight had not appeared in thefe tranf
actions, was now glad to compound matters; and as the Queen-regent defired to 

obtain leifure, in order to prepare meafures for the extermination of the Hugo
flats, fbe readily hearkened to any reafonable terms of accoa;modation with Eng
land*. It was agreed, that the hoftages, which the French had given for the 
reftitution of Calais, ihould be .reftored for 2 2o,ooo crowns; and that both fides 
1hould retain all. their claims and pretenfions • 

. THE peace frill continued with Scotland ; and even a cordial friendlhip feemed 
to have been cemented between Elizabeth and Mary. Thefe princelfes made 
profeffion of the moft entire affection·; wrote amicable letters every week to each 
other; and had adopted, in all appearance, the fentiments, as well as ftyle, of 
·lifters. Elizabeth punifhed one Hales, who had cornpofed a book againft Mary~s 
title -j-; and as the lord .keeper, Bacon, was thoqght to have encouraged Ha!es 
in this undertaking, he fell under her dif pleafure, and it was with fome diffi. 
€>ulty that he w2.s able to give her fatisfaction, and recover her good opinion§. 
The two OEeens had agreed in the foregoing fun1mer to an interview at York 11 ; 

· in order to remove all difficulties with regard to Mary's ratification of the treaty 

t Forbe', vol. ii. 'P· 4~· 
+ This year the ·c-ouncil of Trent was di!folved, which had fat from 1545. The publicll.tion of its 

decrees excited anew the general ferment in Europe; while the catho!ics endeavoured- to enforce the 
acceptance of them, and the proteftants rtjeEted them. The rel"gious controverfies were too far ad
vanced to expect that any conviElion would rtfult from the decrees of"this coJnci:, Ic i3 the only ge
neral council which has been held in an age truly learned and inquifitive; and as the hiftOJy of it has 
been wrote with great penetration and judgment, it has tended ver,y much to expofe clerical ufurpa
tions and intrigues, and may ferve us as a fpecimen of more.antient councils. No one expects to fee 
another general council, till the decay of.learning and the prQgre{s of ignorance .fhall again lit man~ 
kil'ld for thefe great impoftures. 

· "' Davila_, lib. 3· t Keith, p . .2 52• ,§ Ibid,,p. :zs3·· K Haynes, p. 388. 
(.)[ 



E L I Z A B E T H. 55 

of 'l:Uiinburgh, and to confider of the proper method for fettling the fLicceffion of 
England : But as Elizabeth carefully avoided touching on this delicate fubjeCl:, 
1he employed a pretence of the wars in France, which,:· !he faid, would detain 
'her in London; and fhe delayed till next y~ar the intended interview. It is aHo 
probable, that, being well acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and accom
p)iihments of Mary, fhe did not choofe to ftand the comparifon with regard to 
diofe exterior qualities,. in which fhe was eclipfed by _her rival; and was unwilling, 
that a princefs,. whQ had already made great progrefs in the efteem and affections 
of the Englifh, fho.uld have a farther opportunity of encreafing, the number of 
her partizans. 

MAR v's clofe cormexions with the houfe of Guife, ·and her devoted attach
ment to her uncles, by whom !he had been educated and proteCted, was the 
ground of juft and,unfurmountable jealoufy to Eliz-abeth,. who regarded them as 
her mortal and declared enemies, and was ·well acquainted with their dangerous 
character and ambitious projects. They had made offer of their niece to Don 
Carlos, Philip's fon; to the King of Sweden, the King of Navarre, .the Arch
duke Charles, the duke of Ferrara, the cardinal of Bourbon, who had only taken 
deacons orders, from which he might eafily be abfolved; and they were ready to 
marry her to any one who could ftrengthen their interefts, or give inquietude 
and difturbance to Elizabeth*. Elizabeth on- her part was equaUy vigilant to 
p~event the execution of their fchemes,- and was partieularly anxious, left Mary 
fhould form any _powerful foreign alliance, .. which might tempt her to revive her 
pretenfions to the crown, and to invade the kingdom on the fide where it was 
weakeft and lay moft expofed t. As fhe believed, that the marriage with the 
archduke Charles· was the one moO: likely to have place, fue ufed every expedient 
to prevent it;. and be!ides remonftrating againO: it to Mary herfelf, fhe endea~ 

voured to draw off the archduke from that purfuit, by giving him fome reafon 
to hope for fuccefs in his pretenfions to herfel.f, and by inviting him to a renewal 
of the former treaty, of marriage :j:. She always told the Queen of Scots) 
that nothing would fatisfy her but her efpoufing fome Englifh n9bleman, who 
would remove all grounds of jealoufy, and cement the union between the two 
kingdoms; and fhe offered on this condition to have her title examined, and, to 
declare her the fucceifor to the crown ll· After keq)ing the matter in, thefe gene? 
ral terms during a twel vemontb,_ fhe at laft named the Jord Robert Dudley, :nOv'll 

* Forbes, vol. ii. p. 287. Strype, vol. i. p. 400. t. Mel vi~ 
.f· .4'· !I Keith, P· Z43' 249'. 259> z6s. 
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created earl of Leicefter, as the perfon on whom ihe delired that Mary's choice 
fhould fall. 

'THE earl of Leicefter, the great and powerful favourite of Elizabeth, pof
fdfed all thofe exterior qualities, which are naturally alluring to the fair fex ; a 
handfome perfon, a polite addrefs, an infinuating behaviour ; and by means of 
thefe accompli!hments, he had been able to blind even the penetration of Eli
zabeth, and conceal from her the great defects, or rather odious vices, which 
.attended his character. He was proud, infolent, interefted, ambitious ; without 
honour, without generality, without humanity; and attoned not for thefe bad 
,qualities, by any fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for that high truft 
and confidence with which fhe always honoured him. Her conftant and de· 
.dared attachment to him had very naturally emboldened him to afpire to her bed; 
and in order to make way for thefe nuptials, he was univerfally believed to have 
murdered, in a barbarous manner, his wife, the heirefs of one Robefart. The 
propofal of efpoufing Mary was by no means agreeable to him; and he always 
afcribed it to the contrivance of Cecil, his enemy; who intended by that artifice 
to make him lofe the friendfhip of Mary from the temerity of his pretenlions, 
and that of Elizabeth from jealoufy of his attachments to another woman *.' 
The Queeen herfelf had not any ferious intention of effecting this marriage ; but, 
as £he was delirous that .the Q!.:Jeen of Scots £hould never take any hufband, the 
named a man, who, !he believed, was not likely to be accepted of ; and fhe 
hoped, by that means, to gain time, and elude the project of any other alliance. 
The earl of Leicefter was too great a favourite to be parted with ; and when Mary~ 
allured by the profpetl of being declared fucceffor to the crown, feemed at laft 
ro hearken to Elizabeth's propofal, this princefs receded from her former offers, 
and withdrew the bait, which £he had formerly thrown out to her rival t. This 
duplicity of conduct, joined to fome appearance of an imp::rious fuperiority, 

- affumed by her, had drawn a peevirh letter from Mary; and the feemingly ami
cable correfpondence of the two Q8eens was during fome time interrupted. In 
order to make up this breach, the Ql1een of Scots difpatched Sir James Melvil 
to London ; who has given us a very particular account of his negociation. 

ME 1 VIL was an agreeable courtier, a man of add refs and converfation ; and it 
was recommended to him by his miftrefs, that, befides grave reafonings con· 
ceming politics and ftate affairs, he £hould introduce more entertaining topics of 
converfation, fuitable to the fprightly character of Elizabeth; and fhould ~ndea
vour by that means to inlinuate himfelf into her confidence. He fucceeded fo 

* Camden, p. 396. t Keith, p. 269, 270. Appendix, p. 158. Strype, vol. i. p. 414. 
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well, that he threw that artful princefs entirely off her guard :j:, and brought her 
to difcover the bottom of her heart, full of all thofe levities and follies and 
ideas of rivaHhip, which poffefs the youngeft and moil: frivolous of her fex. He 
talked to her ef his travels, and forgot not to mention the different dreffes of 
the ladies in different countries, and the particular advantages of each, in fetting 
off the beamies of the fhape and perfon. The ~1een faid that 1he had dreifes of 
all countries, and 1he took care thenceforth to meet the ambaffador every day ap
parelled in a different habit : Sometimes fhe was dreffed in the Englifh garb, [orne
times in the French, fometimes in the Italian ; and fhe aiked him, which of 
them became her moil:. He anfwered, the Icalian; a r,eply, that he knew would 
be agreeable to her, becaufe that mode fhowed her flowing locks, which, he 
remarked, tho' they were more red than yellow, fhe fancied to be the fineft in 
the world. She defired to know of him what was reputed the beft colour of 
hair : She aiked whether his Qyeen's hair or hers was beft : She even enquired 
which of them he efteemed the faireft perfon: A very delicate quellion, and 
which he prudently eluded, by faying that her majefly was the fairtft perfon in 
England, and his mi(hefs in Scotland. She next demanded which of them wai 
tallefi:: He replied, his queen : Then, faid Elizabeth, fhe is too tall : For I my
felf am of a juft ftature. Having learned from him, that his millrefs [orne

times recreated herfelf by playing on the harpficord, an inft:rument on which fhe 
berfelf exce_lled, 1he gave orders to lord Hunfdon, that he 1hould lead him, 
as it were cafually, into an apartment, where he might hear her perform ; and 
when Melvil., as if ravifhed with the harmony, broke into the Q1een's apart· 
rnent, fhe pretended to be difpleafed at his intrufion; but frill took care to afk 
him whether he thought Mary or her the beft performer on that infrrument *. 
From the whole of her behaviour, Melvil thought he might, on his return, affure 
his miftrefs that fhe had no reafon ever to expetl: any cordial friendfhip from 
Elizabeth, and that all her profeffi.ons of amity were full .of falfhood and diffi
mulation. 

AFTER two years had been fpent in evafions and artifices t., Mary's fubjetl:s 
and counfellors, and probably herfelf, began to think it full time that fome alli
ance were concluded; and the lord Darnley, fon to the earl of Lenox, was the 
perfon, in whom moft mens opinions and wifhes centered._ He was Mary's coufin
german, by the lady Margaret Douglas, niece to Harry the eighth, and daughter 
to the earl of Angus, by Margaret, ~een of Scotland. He had been born 
and educated 1n England, where the earl of Lenox had conftantly refided, ever 

:t: Haynes, p. 447· 
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fince he had been baniihed by the prevailing power of the houfe of Hamilton ; and: 
as Darnley was now in his twentieth year, and was a very comely perfon, tall and 
delicately ihaped, it was hoped, that he might foon render himfelf agreeable to 
the ~1een of Scots. He was alfo by his father a branch of the fame family with 
herfelf; and would, in efpoufing her, preferve the royal dignity in the hou~e of 
Stuart: He was, ::lfter her, next heir to the crown of England; and thofe who 
pretended to exclude her on account of her being a foreigner, had endeavoured 
io recommend his title, and give· it the preference. It feemed no inconfiderable 
advantage, that i11e could, by marrying him, unite both their claims ; and as 
he was by birth an Engliihman, and could not by his power or alliances give any 
ground of fofpicion to Elizabeth, it was hoped that the propofal of this mar
riage would not be unacceptable to that jealous princefs. 

ELIZABETH was well informed of thefe intentions of the court of Edinburgh*; 
and was fecretly not difpleafed with the projected marriage between Darn ley and. 
the Queen of Scots t. She would rather have wi:fhed, that Mary had continued 
for t ver in a fingle life; but finding little probability·-of rendering this. fcheme 
effectual, ihe was fatisfied with a choice-, which freed her at once from the dread 
of a foreign ~lliance, and from the neceffity of parting with Leicefter, her fa
vourite. Iri order to pave the way to Darnley's marriage, ihe fecretly defired 
·Mary to invite Lenox into Scotland, to reverfe his attainder, and to reftore him 
to his honours and fortunes-:!:, And when her requeft was complied with, the 
took care, in order to preferve the friendfhip of· the Hamiltons, and her other 
partizans in Scotland, to blame openly this conduct of Mary II· Hearing that 
the negotiation for Darnley's marriage proceeded apace,· the gave that nobleman 
permiffion,- on his firil: application, to follow his father into Scotland : But no 

fooner did !he learn, that the ~een of Scots was taken with his figure and per
fan, and that all meafures were fixed for efpoufing him, than !he exclaimed 
againft the marriage; fent Throcmorton to order Darnley immediately, upon his 
allegiance, to return into England;· threw the countefs of Lenox and her fecond 
fon into the Tower, where they fuffered a very rigorous confinement ; feized all 
Lenox's Engliih efl:ate ; and, tho' it was impofiible for her to affign one fingle 
reafon of her difpleafure §, the menaced, and protefted, ·and complained, as if 
the had fuffered the moft grievous injury in the world. 

THE politics of Elizabeth, tho' judicious, were ufually full of duplicity and 
artifice ; but never more fo than in her tranfactions with the ~een of Scots, 

"' Keith, p. z61. t Keith, p. zSo, zSz. Jebb, vol. ii. p. 46. t Keith, p. 255,. 
~59, z7z. II Melvi11 p. 42. § Keith, p. 274, 275. 
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whe1·e there entered fo many little paffions and narrow jealouiies, that fhe dur/1 
not avow to the world the rea.fons of her conduct, fcarcely to her minifters, and 
fcar.cely ,even to herfelf. But beiides a womanifh rivalfhip and envy againft the 
marriage of this princefs, fue had fome motives of intere/1 for feigning a dif
p!eafure on the prefent occafion. It ferved her as a pretence for refuG.ng to ac

knowledge Mary's title to t~1e fucceffion of England ; a poi~t to which fhe was 
determined never to confent. And it was ufeful to her for a purpofe, frill more 
unfriendly and dangerous, for encouraging the difcontents and rebellion of the 
Scottilh nobility and ecclefiaftics *. -

NOTHING can be more unhappy for a people than to be governed by a fove
reign, who is attached to a religion different from that which is eftablifhed; and 
it is fcarce poffible, that a mutual confidence can ever, in fuch a fituation, .have 
place between the prince and his fubje&s .. Mary's condut1: had been hitherto, 
in every refpeCl:, unexceptionable, and even laudable ; yet had fhe not made 
fuch pr~grefs in acquiring popularity, as might have been expected from her 
gracious deportment and agreeable accomplifhments. Sufpicions every moment 
prevailed on account of her attachment to the catholic faith, and efpecially to 
her uncles, the open and avow~d promoters of the fcheme for exterminating the 
profeffors of the reformed religion throughout all Europe. She ftill refufed to 
ratify the aCts of Parliament, which had eftablifhed the reformation ; fue made 
attempts for reftoring to the catholic bifhops fame part of their civil jurifdicrion t; 
and ihe wrote a letter to the council of Trent, in which,· befides profeffing her at· 
tachment to the catholic faith, fhe took notice of her title to fucceed to the crown 
of England, and_ expreffed her hopes of being able, in fome period, to bring 
hack all her dominions to the bofom of the church ::f:. The zealots among the 
proteftants were not wanting, in their turn, to pratl:ifc: infults upon her, which 
tended ftill more to alienate her from their faith. A law was enaCted, making ic 
capital, even on the fir/1 offence, to fay mafs any where, except in the ~een's 
cbappeliJ ; and it was w1th great difficulty that even this fmal1 indulgence was 
granted her : The general affembly importuned her anew to change her religion, 
to renounce the blafphemous idolatry of the mafs, with the tyranny of the Ro
man Antichrift, and to embrace the true religion of Chrift J efus §. As fhe an· 
fwered with temper, that fue was not-yet convinced of the fal!hood of her reli
gion or the impiety of the mafs ; and that her apofl:acy would lofe her the friend
fuip of her allies on the continent; they replied, by aifuring her, that their reli-

* Keith, p. z9o. t Spotfwood, p. 198.. :j: Father Paul, lib. vii. 1J Keith, 
.p. z68, §Keith, p. 545· Knox, p. 374· 
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Chap. n. gion was undoubtedly the fame which had been revealed by Jefus Chrift, which 
1 565. had been preached by the apoftles, and which had been embraced by the faithful 

in the primitive ages ; that neither the religion of Turks, Jews, nor Papifis was 
built on fo folid a foundation as theirs ; that they alone, of all the various fpecies 
of religionifis fpread over the face of the earth, were fo happy as to be poffeffed 
of the truth ; that thofe who hear, or rather who gaze on the mafs, allow facri
lege, pronounce blafphemy, and commit moil: abominable idolatry ; and that 
the friendfhip of the King of kings was preferable to all the confederacies and 
alliances in the world II· 

The ~een THE marriage of the Qyeen of Scots had kind fed afrefh the zeal of the re
of Scots mar- formers, becaufe the f.amily of Lenox was believed to adhere to the catholic 
ries the earl r . h d h ' D 1 h b h f K. H f of Darnley. 1a1t ; an t o arn ey, w o now ore t e name o 1ng enry, went o ten 

.. to the efiablifhed church, he could nor, by this exterior compliance, gain the con
fidence and regard of the eccle,fiafiics. They rather laid hold of this opportu
nity to infult him to his face ; and Knox fcrupled not to tell him from the pul .. 
pit, that God, for punifhment of the offences and ingratitude of the people, was 
wont to commit the rule over them to boys and women t. The populace of 
Edinburgh, inftigated by fuch doCtrine, began to meet and to affociate themfelves 
againft the government :j:. But what threatned with more immediate danger 
Mary's authority,_ were the difcontents which prevailed among fome of the prin
cipal nobility. 

THE duke of Chatelrault was dffpleafed with the refioration, and ffilf more 
with the aggrandizement, of the family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies; and 
entertained fears left his eventual fucceffion to the crown of Scotland lhould be 
excluded by his riva.l, who had formerly advanced fame pretenfions to it. The 
earl of Murray found his credit at court much diminilhed by the interefi of Le
nox and his fon ; and began to apprehend the revocation of fome confiderab1e 
grants which he had obtained from Mary's liberality. The earls of Argyle, 
Rothe~, and Glencairne, the lords Boyde and Ochiltry, Kilkaldy of Grange, 
Pittarow, were infiigated by like motives ; and as thefe were the perfons who 
had moft zealoufly promoted the reformation) they were difgufted to find that 
the ~een's favour was entirely engroffed by a new cabal, the earls of Bothwel, 
Athole, Sutherland, and Huntley; men who were efteemed either lukewarm in 
religious controverfy, or inclined to the catholic parry. The fame ground of 
dif(ontent, which, in other courts, is the fource of intrigue, faCtion, and oppo
fition, commonly produced in Scotland, either projects of affailination, or of 

1 Keith, p. 550, 551. t Ibid. p. 546. Knox, p. 381. t Knox, p. 377· 
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rebellion ; and belides mutual accufations of the former kind, which it is. difficult 
to. clear up •, the difcontented lords, as foon as they faw the ~een's marriage en
tirely refolved on 7 entered into a confederacy for taking arms againft their fove
reign. They met at Stirling;. pretended an anxious· concern for the fecurity of re
ligion ; framed engagements for mutual defence ;. and made app.lications to Eliza
beth for affill:ance and pmteCtion t. That princefs, after publifuing the expref
fions of her difpleafure againft the marriage, had fecretly ordered her ambaffa.
dors Randolf and Throcmorton, to give in her na.me fo!'ne promifes of fupport. 
to the malecontents ; and had even fent them a fupply of ten thoufand pounds,. 
to enable them to begin their infurrettion :j:. . 

MARy was no fooner informed of the meeting at Stirling, and the movements· 
of the lords, than !he fummoned them to appear at courr, in order to anfwer for 
their conduCt; and having levied fome forces to execute the laws, fhe obliged 
the malecontents to leave the low country, and take fhc:Irer in Argylefhire. That 
!he might more efteCl:ually cut off all their refou.rces, fue proceeded with the 
Kin(')' to Glafgow, and forced them from their retreat. They appeared at PaiOy 

0 . 

in the neighbourhood· with about a thoufand horfe; and paffing the Q:Jeen'-s ar-
my, proceeded t-o Hamilton, and thence to Edinburgh, which they entered with
out refiftance. They expeCted great reinforcements· in this place, from the ef
forts of Knox a·nd the· feditious preachers; and they heat thtir drums,. defiring 
all men tO' enlift, and receive wages for t·he defence of God's glory 11. But the 
nation was i-n no difpofition for rebellion : Mary was efteemed and beloved : Her 
marriage was not generally difagreeable to the people : And the interefted views
of the malecontent lords were fo well known, that their pretence of zeal for reli· 
gion had littleinfluence even on the ignorant populace+· 'Fhe King and ~ten 
advanced to Edinburgh at the head of their army : The rebels were obliged to 
retire into the fouth; and being purfued by a force which now amounted to' 
eighteen thoufand men§, they found themfelves· under a J]eceffity of abandoning. 
their country, and of taking fhelter in England. 

Er.IZABETH, when fhe found the event fo much to dilappoint her expeCtations~ 
though. proper to difown all· conneCtions. with the Scotti01 maleconrents, and to, 

* It appean, how<ver, from Randolf's L~tters, Keith, p. zgo, that fome offers had been made to 
that minifter, cf fciz:ng Lenox and Darnley, and de;ivefing them into ~een Elizabeth's hands, Md
vil confirm; the f,me fto.-y, and fays that the Jefign was acknowledged by the confpirators •. Page 5.6 •. 
This ferv, s to iuHify the ?.Ccoum given by the Q:een 's party of the Ra:d of Baith, as it is ca lied. Sect: 
farther, <~oodall, vol. ii .. p. 3 ~8. Th" other cor,( piracy, of wh:ch Murray complained, is much more· 
uncerta·n,. and is founded on very doubtful evidence, 

t Ker.h, P'· 293, 294, 300. 301. :j: Knox, p. 380. Keith, Appen. 164. Anderfon, 
vQl. iii. p. 194. II Knox, p. 381, + lbid. 38o, 385. § Ibid. 388. 
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decLlre every wlv::·e, that fhe had never given them any encouragement, or any 
promif~ of countenance or affiftance. She even carried farther her diffimulation 
and hypocrify. Murray h,;d come to I ondon, with the abbot of Kilwinning, 
agent for Chatelrau1t; ar>d fhe feduced them, by fecret affurances of protcC;tion, 
to de~ !are, before tLe ambaffaclors of France and Spain, that fhe had nowife 
contributed to their infurr:cbon. No foe:ner had ihe -extorted this confeffion 
from them, than ibe chaf:d thfm from her prefcnce, called them unworthy tray_ 
tors, dedared that the:r detdl:able rtbellion was of bad example to all princes, 
and affured them, that as . fhe had hitherto given them no encouragement, fQ 
they fhould never thenceforth receive from her any affiLtance or protection*. 
Throcmorton alone, whofe honour was equal to his abilities,' could not be pre
vailed on to conceal1he pan which be had acted in the enterprize of the Scots 
rebels ; and being well apprifed of the ufual t'haraB:er and conduct of Elizabeth~ 
he had had the prl."ca.ution to obtain an order of council to authorize the engage
ments which he had been obliged to take with them t. 

THE bani!hed lords, finding themfelves fo ill ufed by Elizabeth, had recourfe 
to the clemency of their fovereign ; and after fome felicitation, and fome profef
fions of fincere repentance, the duke of Chatelrault obtained his pardon, on con
dition that he fuoulcl retire into France. Mary was more implacab)e againfl: the 
ungrateful earl of Murray, and the other confederates, on whom fue threw the 
chief blame of the enterprize ; but as fhe was continually plied with applications· 
from their friends, and as fome of her mofl: judicious partizans in England thought, 
that nothing would more promote her interefts in that kingdom, than the gentle 
treatment of men fo celebrated for their zeal again!t the catholic religion ; !he 
agreed to give way to her natural temper, which inclined not to ftv·erity, 
and !he feemed determined to reftore them to her favour :j:. In this interval, 
Rambouillet arrived as ambaffador from France, and brought her advice from 
her uncle., the cardinal of Lorraine, to whofe opinion Ihe always paid an ex
treme deference, by no means to pardon thefe protefiant leaders, who had been 
.engaged in a rebellion againfl: her IJ. 

THE two religions, in France, as well as in other parts of Europe, were rather 
jrritated than fatiated with their mutual violences; and the peace granted to the 
hugonots, as had been forefeen by the admiral, was intended only to lull them 
.aileep, and prepare the way for their final and abfolute deftruCl:ion. The Queen-

* Melvil, p. 57• Knox, p. 3 88. Keith, p. 319. Crawford, p. 6z, 63. 
p.~ 6o. J: Ibid. p. 59• 6-J, 61, 6z, 63. Keith, p. 322. 
:Melvil, p. 63. 
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regent made a pretence of travelling thro' the kingdom, in order to viGt the Chap. If~ 
provinces, and correct all the abufes ariGng from the late war; and afrer having 1565, 

held fame conferences on the frontiers with the duke of Lorraine, and the duke 
of Savoy, fhe came to Bayonne, where fl1e was met by her daughter, the Qyeen' 
of Spain, and the duke of Alva. Nothing appeared in the congrefs of thefe 
two fplendid courts, but gaity, fefrivity, love and joy; but amidft thefc fmiling 
appearances were fecretly fabricated fchemes the moft bloody, and the moft de
ftruCl:ive to the repofe of mankind, which had ever been thought of in any age or 
nation. No lefs than a total and univerfal extermination of the proteftants by fire 
and fword, was concerted by Philip and Catherine of Medicis; and Alva, agree-
able to his fierce and fanguinary difpofition, adv.ifed the ~een-regent to commence 
the execution of this project, by the immediate maffacre of all the leaders of the 
Hl)gonots *. But that princefs, tho' equally hardeped againft every humane fen-
timent, would not forego this· opportunity of difplaying her wit and refined po~ 
litics ; and :fhe propofed, rather by treachery and diffimulation, which fhe called 
addrefs, to lead the proteftants into the fnare, and never to draw the fword till 
they were totally difabled from refiftance. The cardinal of Lorraine, whofe cha- Confederacy" 

raB:er bore a greater affinity to that of AI va, was a chief author of this. barbarous againft the 
rr · · · ft h .c: d h · - n. d h' h · f r: r: • h proteftants. auoCiatlon agam t e relormers ; an avmg conne~...Le Is opes o 1Ucce1s Wit 

the aggrandizement of his niece, the ~een of Scots, he took care that her mea
fures !hould agree with thofe violent councils, which were embraced by the other 
catholic princes. In confequence of this fcheme, he turned her from the road of 
clemency, which !he intended to have followed, and made her rtfolve on the total 
ruin of the banifhed lords :j:. A Parliament was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh ,

5
66; 

for their forfeiture and attainder ; and as the crime of which they had been 
guilty, was palpable and avowed, no doubt could be entertained but fentence 
would be pronounced againft them. It was by a fudden and violent accident, , 
which, in the iffue, brought on the ruin of Mary,. that they were faved from 
the rigour of the law. -

THE marriage of the QEeen of Scots with lord Darn ley was fo natural, -and fo 
inviting in all its circumftances, that it had been precipitantly agreed to by that 
princt:fs and her council; and while :fhe was allured by his youth and beauty, and 
exterior accomplifhments, fhe had at firft overlooked the qualities of his 

- mind, which nowife correfponded with the excellence of his outward figllre •. 

* Davila, lib, iii •. t Melvil, p. 63; Keith's Append. p. 176. 
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Violent, yet variable in his enterprizes ; infolent, yet credulous and eafily go
verned by .flatterers; he was devoid of all gratitude, becaufe he thought no fa
vours equal to his merit; and being addiCted to low pleafures, he was equ.:lly 
incapable of all true feotiments of love and tendernefs *. The ~een of Scots, 
li.n the nrft effufions of her fondnefs, had taken a pleafure in exalting him beyond 
meafure: She had granted him the title of King ; fhe had joined his name with 
her own in all public acts ; !he intended to have procured him fi·om the ftate$ 
a matrimonial crown : But having leifure afterwards to remark his weaknefs 
-and vices, £he began to fee the danger of her profufe liber.ality, and was refolved 
thenceforth to ·proceed with more referve in the truft which fhe fbould confer 
~1pon him. His refentment againft this prudent conduct, ferved but the more to 
~ncreafe her difguft; and the young prince, enraged at her imagined neglects, 
pointed his vengeance againft every one "Yhom he efteemed the caufe of this change 
in her meafures and behaviour. · 

THERE was in the court one David Rizzio, who had of late obtained a very 
extraordinary degree of confidence and favour with rhe Queen of Scots. He 
was a Piedmontefe, of mean birth, fon to a teacher of mufic, himfelf a mufi
dan ; and finding it difficult to fubfift by his art in his own country, he had fol· 
]owed into Scotland an atnbaffador whom the duke of Savoy fent thither, to pay 
his compliments to Mary, {orne time afcer her firft arrival. He poffeffed a good 
ear, and a tolerable voice; and as that princefs found him ufeful to compleat her 
band of mufic, the retained him in her fervice after the departure of his mafter. 
Her fecretary for French difpatches having, fome time after, fallen under her 
difpleafure, the promoted Rizzio to that office, which gave him frequent op
portunities of approaching her perfon, and infinuating himfelf into her favour. 
He was lbrewd and fenfible, as well as .afpiring, much beyond his rank and edu
cation ; and made fo good ufe of the accefs w·hich fortune had procured him, 
that he was foon regarded as the chief confident and even miniO:er of the ~een. 
He was confulted on all occafions; no favours could be obtained but by his in
terceffion ; all fuitors were obliged to gain him by prefents .and flattery ; and the 
man, infolent from his new exaltation, a-s well as rapacious in his acquifitions, 
foon drew' on himfelf the hatred of the nobility, and of the whole kingdom t. 
He at firft employed his credit to promote Darnley's marriage ; and a firm 
frieed!hip feemed to be eftablifhed between them : But on the fubfequent change 
cl the ~een's fentiments, it was eafy for Henry's friends to perfuade him, that 

• Keith, p. :z87, 329• Appen. p. 163. t Keith, p. :z8z, 302. Crawford's Memoirs, 

p. S• Spotfwood, p. 193· 
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Rizzio was the real author of her indifference, and even to rouze in his mind 
jealoufies of a more dangerous nature. The favourite was of a difagreeable 
figure, but was not pail: his youth *; and tho' the opinion of his criminal cor
refpondence with Mary might feei?J of itfelf unreafonable, if not abfurd, a fuf .. 
picious huiband· could find no other means of accounting for that lavifh and im
prudent kindnefs, with which the honoured him. The rigid aufierity of the ec
cleliafiics, who could admit of no freedoms, contributed to fpread this opinion 
among the people; and as .Rizzio was univerfally believed to be a penlionary of 
the pope, and to be deeply engaged in all fchemes againft the protefiants, any ftory 
to his and Mary's difadvantage, received an eafy credit among the zealots of that 
communion. 

Rrzzro, who had conneCted his intereft with the Roman catholics, was the 
declared enemy of the banifhed lords; and by promoting the violent profecu
tion againft them, had expofed himfelf to the animofity of their numerous friends 
and retainers. A fcheme was alfo thought to be formed for revoking fome exor
bitant grants made during the Q8een's minority; and even the nobility, who 
had feized the eccleliafiical benefices, began to think themfdves Jefs fecure in the 
poifeffion of them t. The earl of Morton, chancellor, was affected by all thefe 
conliderations, and frill more by a rumour fpread abroad, that Mary intended to 
appoint Rizzio chancellor in his place, and to befiow that dignity on a mean and 
upftart foreigner, who was ignorant of the laws and language of tl1e country t· 
So indifcreet had this princefs been in her kindnefs to Rizzio, that even that 
ftrange report met with credit, and proved a great means of accelerating the ruin 
of the favGurite. Morton, infinuating himfelf into Henry's confidence, employ·· 
ed all his art to enflame the difcontent and jealoufy of that prince ; and he 
perfuaded him, that the only means of freeing himfelf from the indignities un
der which he laboured, was to bring the bafe firanger to that fate which he had 
fo well merited, and which was fo paffionately defired by the whole nation. 
George Douglas, natural brother to the countefs of Lenox, concurred in the 
fame advice ; and the lords Ruthven and Lindfey, being confulted, offered 
their concurrence in the enterprize ; nor was even the earl of Lenox, the King's 
father, averfe to the defign ll· But as thefe confpirators were well acquainted 

* Buchanan confeffes he was ugly; but it may he inferred, from the narration of that author, that 
he was young. He fays, that on the return of the duke of Savoy to Turin, Rizzio was in adolfwz
ti£ <Vigore; in the vigour of youth. Now that event happened only a few years before. Lib. xvi.i. 

cap. 44· 
t Keith, p. 326. Melvil, p. 64.• t Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 6o. Crawford, p. 6. Spo,tf-
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with Henry's levity, they engaged him to fign a paper, i·n which he avoWea 
the undertaking, and promifecl to protecr them againfr every confequence which 
might enfue up,:n the a!faffination of Rizzio *. All thefe meafures being fully 
concerted, a mcffenger was difpatched to the banifhed lords, who were ho

vering near the borders; and they were invited by the King to return to their· 
native country. 

THIS deugn, fo atrocious in itfelf, was rendered fiill more (o by the circum
fiances which attended its execution. Mary, who was in the fixth month of 
her pregnancy, was fupping in private, anci had at table the countefs of Argyle,. 
her natural fifter, with Rizzio, and others of her fervants. The King entered 
the room by a private paffage, and ftood at the back of Mary•s chair : The lord 
Ruthven, George Douglas, and other confpirators, being all armed, rulbed 
in after him ; and the ~1een of Scots, terrified with the appearance, demanded 
of ·them the reafon of this rude intrufwn. They told her, that they intended no· 
violence againfr her perfon ; but meant only to bring that villain, pointing at 
Rizzio, to his deferved puniihment. Rizzio, aware of the danger, ran behind his 
miftrcfs, and feizing her by the waift, called aloud to her for protection ; while fhe 
interpofed in his behalf, with cries, and menaces, and entreaties. The impa
tient affaffins, regardlefs of her efforts, rufhed upon their prey, and by over• 
turning every thing which ftood in their way, increafed the horror and confu!ion 
of the fcene. Douglas feizing Henry's dagger, ftuck it in the body of Rizzio~. 
who, [creaming with fear and agony, was torne from Mary by the other confpi
rators, and pufhed into the andchamher, where he was difpatched with fiftv-fix:. 
wOl~nds t. The unhappy princefs, informed of his fate, immediately dried her· 
tears, and faid, fhe would weep no more; ih~ would now think of revenge~ 
The infulr, indeed, upon her perfon; the 11ain attempted to be fixed on her, 
honour; the danger to which her life was expofed, on account of her pregnancy; 
were irjvries fo atrocious, and fo complicated, that they fcarce leftroom for par
don, even from the greatefr lenity and mercy. 

THE affidiins, apprehenlive of Mary's refentment, detainfd her a prifoner in
the palace; and the King difi11iffed all thofe who feemed wi:Jing to attempt her 
refcue, by telling them, that nothing was done without his orders, and that he 
would be careful of the ~een:s fafety. Murray, and the bani!hed lords, appeared 
two days after; and Mary, whofe anger was now engroffed by injuries more recent 
and violent, was willingly reconciled to them ; and .ihe even received her brother 

. 
* Good, i', vol. i. p. z66. Crawford, p. 7· 
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with tendernefs and affection. They obtained an acquital from the Parliament, Cl II 1ap. • 
and were reinflated in their honours and fortunes. 1 he accomplices alfo in 1 566, 

Rizzio's murder applied to her for a pardon; but lhe artfully delayed compliance, 
and -perfuaded them, that fo long as fhe was detained in cuftody, and was fur
rounded by guards, any deed which fhe ihould fign, would have no force nor va-
lidity. Meanwhile lhe had gained the confidence of her hufband, by her perflla-
fion and care!fes; and no fooner were the guards withdrawn, than fl1e engaged him 
to efcape with her in the night time, and take ilu·lter in Dunbar. Many of her 
fubjects here offered her their affiftance; and Mary, having collected an army, 
which the confpirators had no power to refift, advanced to Edinburgh, and obliged 
them to fly into England~ where they lived in great poverty and diftrefs. They 
made applications, however, to the earl of Bothwel, a new favourite of J\1ary's; 
and that nobleman, defirous to ftrengthen his party by the acceffion of their in-
tereft, was able to pacify her refentment, and he foon after procured them liberty 
to return into their own country *. 

THE vengeance of the ~1een of Scots was implacable againft her hufl)3nd 
alone, whofe perfon was before difagreeable to her, and who, by his violation of 
every tie of gratitude and duty, had now dravvn on him her higbeft rtfentment. 
She engaged him to difown all conneCtions with the affailins, to deny any con
currence in their crime, even to publifh a proclamation containing a falfehood fo 
notorious to the whole world t; and having thus made him expofe himfelf w uni
verfal contempt, and rendered it impracticable for him ever after to acquire the 
confidence of any party, lhe threw him off with difdain and indignation :J=. As if 
fhe had been making an efcape from him, lhe fuddenly withdrew to Alloa, a feat 
of the earl of Mar; and when Henry followed her thither, lhe returned fuddenly 
to Edinburgh; and gave him every where the ftrongefl: proofs of difpleafure, and 
even of antipathy. She encouraged her courtiers in their negleCl.: of him; and fhe 
was pleafed, that his mean equipage, and fmall train of attendants, fhou!d draw 
.on him the contempt of the very populace. He was permitted, however, to 

. have apartments in the caftle of Edinburgh, which Mary had chofen for the place 
.of her delivery. She there brought forth a fon ; and as this was very important 1 gth June, 

news to England, as well as to Scotland, fhe immediately difpatched Sir J-ames 
Melvil to carry intelligence of the happy event to Elizabeth. Melvil tells us, 
that that princefs, the evening of his arrival in London, had given a ball to 
her court at Greenwich, and was difplaying all that fpirit and alacrity which 
ufually attended her on thefe occafions : But when the prince of Scotland's 

;, Melvil, p. 75• 76, Keith, p. 334· Knox, p. 398. - t Goodall, vol. i. p. 280. Keith, 
Appen. p. 167, :t Mdvil, f• 66, 67. 
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Chap. II. birth was notified to her, all her joy was damped : She funk into melancholy; 
1566. {he reclined her head upon her arm ; and complained to fome of her attendants, 

that the ~een of Scots was mother of a fair fon, while £he was but a barren 
flock. Next day, however, on the reception of the Scots ambairador~ 1he 
refumed her former diffimulation, put on a joyful countenance, gave Melvil 
thanks for the hafte he had made in conveying to her the agreeable intelligence, 
and expreired the utmoft cordiality and friendfhip to her fifi:er *. Some time 
after, fhe difpatched the earl of Bedford, with her kinfman, George Cary, fon to 
the lord Hunfdon, in order to officiate at the baptifm of the young prince; 
and fhe fent by them fome magnificent prefents to the ~een of Scots. 

THE birth of a fon gave additional zeal to Mary's partizans in England t; 
and even men of all parties began to cry aloud for fome fettlement of the fuc-

3oth of Sep- ceffion. Thefe humours broke out with great vehemence in a new feffion of 

Atempb~~· Parliament, which was held after fix prorogations. The houfe of peers, which ar11ament. 
had hitherto forborne to touch on the delicate point of the fucceffion, here took 
the lead ; and the houfe of commons foon after imitated the zeal of the lords. 
Molineux opened the matter in the lower houfe, and propofed that the quefi:ion 
of the fucceffion and that of fupply fhould go hand in hand ; as if it were intended 
to conftrain the Queen to a compliance with the requeft of her Parliament :j:. The 
courtiers endeavoured to elude the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler told the houfe, that he 
had heard the QEeen poficively affirm, that, for the good of her people, fh~ was 
determined to marry. Secretary Cecil and Sir Francis Knollys gave their tefti
mony to the fame purpofe ; as did alfo Sir Ambrofe Cave, chancellor of the 
dutchy, and Sir Edward Rogers, comptroller of the houfhold Jl. Elizabeth's am
bitious and mafculine character was fo well known, that few members gave any 
credit to this intelligence ; and it was confidered merely as an artifice, by which £he 
endeavcured to retract that pofitive affirmation, which fhe had made in the begin
ning of her reign, that £he meant to live and die a virgin. The minifters therefore 
gained nothing farther by this piece of policy, but only to engage the houfe, for 
the fake of decency, to join the quefl:ion of the ~Teen's marriage with that of a 
fettlement of the crown ; and the commons were proceeding with great earneft
nefs in the debate, and had even appointed a committee to confer with the lords, 
when exprefs orders were brought them from Elizabeth not to proceed farther in 
that matter. Cecil told them; that fhe pledged to the houfe the word of a Q8een 
for the fincerity in her intentions to marry ; that the appointment of a fuccelfor 
would be attended with great danger to her perfon ; that fhe herfelf had had ex-

* Melvil, p. 69, 70. t Camden, p. 397· 
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perience, during the reign of her fifter, how much court was paid to the next Chap. rr~ 
heir, and what dangerous facrifices men were commonly difpofed to make of 1566• 
their prefent duty to their future profpeCts; and that fue was therefore determined 
to delay, till a more proper opportunity the decifion of that important queftion §. 
The houfe were not fatisfied with thefe reafons, and frill lefs with the command, 
prohibiting them all debate on that fubjeft. Paul Wentworth, a fpirited mem-
ber, went fo far as to queftion whether fuch a prohibition were not an infringe-
ment of the liberties and privileges of the houfe +· Some even ventured to violate 
that profound refpect which they had hitherto preferved to the ~een; and affirm-
ed that fue was bound in duty, not only to provide for the happinefs of her fub-
jects during her own life, but alfo to pay regard to their future fecurity, by fixing 
a fucceffor; that by a contrary conduct, fue fhowed herfelf ·the fiepmother., not 
the natural parent, of her people, and would feem defirous, that England fhould 
no longer fubfift than the thould enjoy the glory and fatisfaction of governing it; 
that none but timorous princes, or tyrants, or faint-hearted women, ever ftood. 
in fear of their fucceifors ; and that the affections of the people were a firm and 
impregnable rampart to every fovereign, who, laying afide all artifice or by-ends. 
had courage and magnanimty to put his fole truft in that honourable and fure 
defence *. The ~1een, hearing of thefe debates, fent for the fpeaker, and after 
reiterating her former proh1bition, ihe bid him inform the houfe, that, if any 
member remained ftd] unfatisfied, he might appear before the privy council, and 
there give his reafons t. As the members ihowed a difpofition, notwithftanding 
thefe peremptory orders, ftill to proceed upon the qudlion, Elizabeth thought 
proper, by a meffage, to revoke them, and to allow the houfe liberty of debate t· 
They were fo mollified by this gracious condefcenfion, that they thenceforth 
conducted the matter with more calmnefs and temper ; and they even voted her 
a fupply, to be levied at three payments, of a fubfidy and a fifteenth, without 
annexing any condition to it. The ~een foon after diffolved the Parliament, 15 ery

4 

and told them with fame 1harpnefs in the conclufion, that their proceedings had zd January. 
contained much diffimulation and artifice ; that under the plaufible pretences of 
marriage and fucceffion many of them covered very malevolent intentions to-
wards her; but that, however, fhe reaped this advan~age from their attempts0 

that ihe could now diftingui!h her friends from her enemies. " But do you 
" think," added the, " that I am unmindful of your future fecurity, or will be 
" negligent in fettling the fucceffion ? That is the chief object of my con-cern; 
" as I know myfelf to be liable to mortality. Or do you apprehend, that I 

§ D'Ewes, p. 127, I 28. 
't D'Ewts, p. 1 z8. 
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Chap. rr. " meant to encroach on your liberties? No: It was never my meaning! I only 
1 567· " intended to ftop you before you approached the precipice. All things ·have 

" their time; and tho' you may be ble!fed with a fovereign more wife or more 
" learned than I, yet I atfure you, that no one will ever rule over you, who 
" fhall be more careful of your faf-ty. And therefore, henceforward, whether 
" l live to fee the like affembly or no, or whoever holds the reins of govera
" ment, let me w,:m you to beware of provoking your fovereign's patience, fo 
" far as you have done mine. But I !hall now conclude, notwithflanding the 
" difg ,fi:s I have received (for I mean not to part wit-h you in anger) that the 
" greatefi: part of you may a!fure themfel ves that they go home in their prince's 
'' good graces *." 

ELIZABETH carried farther he-r dignity on this occalion. She had rece.ived the 
fublidy withollt any condition; but as it was believed, that the commons h1d 
given her that gratuity with a view of engaging her to yield to their requefts, 
fhe thought proper, on her refufal, to remit voluntarily the third payment; 

_ and ihe faid, that money in her fubjeCl:s purfes was as good as in her own 
exchequer t. 

BuT tho' the Q':leen was able to elude, for the prefent, the applications of 
Parliament, the friends of the ~een of Scots multiplied every day in England,; 
and be fides the catholics, many of whom l~ept treafonable correfponclenre with 
her, and were ready to rife at her command :j:, the court itielf of Elizabeth was 
full of her avowed partizans. The duke of Norfolk, the earls of Leicefrer, 
Pembroke, Bedford, Northumberland, Sir Nicholas Throcmorton, anci moft of 
the confiderable men in England, except Cecil, feemed convinced of the necef
fity of declaring her the fucceffor. None but the more zealous protefrants ad
hered either to the countefs of Hartford, or to her aunt, Eleanor, counte~s of 
Cumberland; and as the marriage of the former feemed liable to fame objections, 
and bad been declared invalid, men were alarmed, even on that ficie, with the 
profpeCl: of new difputes concerning the fucceffion. Mary's behaviour alfo, fo 
moderate towards the .protefrants, and fo gracious towilrc~s all men, had procured 
her univerfal refpcCl: II; and the public was willing to afcribe any imprudences, 
into which !he had fallen, to her youth and inexperience. But all thefe flattering 
profpeCls were blafted by the lubfequent incidents, where her egregious indifcre
tions; !hall I fay, or atrocious crimes, threw her from the heighc of her prof_.e
riry, and involwd her in infamy,and ruin. 

* D'Ewes, p; J 16, 117. 
U Melvil, p. 53• 61~ 74· 

:t: Haynes, p. 446, 448. 



ELIZABETH. 

TaE earl of Bothwel was of a confiderable family and power in Scotland ; Chap. IL 

:and tho' not difringuilhed by any talents either of a civil o-r military nature, he 1 5 6 7~ 
had made a figure in that party, which oppofed the greatnefs of the earl of 
Murray, and the more rigid reformers. He was a man of profligate manners; Murder of 

had involved his opulent fortune in great debts, and even reduced himfelf to Ddrnley. 

beggary, by his p1·ofufe expences *; and feemed to have no refource but in def-
perate counci'ls and enterprizes. He had been accufed more than once of an 
attempt ro afiaffinate Murray; and notwith!landing that the frequency of thefe 
accufations on all fides dimini:lh fomewh:~t the credit due to any particular impu· 
tation, they prove fufficiently the prevalence of that detefl:able practice in Scot-
land, and may in that view ferve to render fuch rumours the more likely and 
credible. This man had of late acquired the favour and entire confidence of 
Mary; and all her meafures were directed by his advice and authority. Reports 
were fpread of more particular intimacies and familiarities between them ; and 
thefe reports gained ground from the continuance or rather encreafe of her hatred 
to-wards her hufband t. That young prince was reduced to fuch a fl:ate of def..: 
peration, by the neglects which he underwent from his Queen and the courtiers, 
that he had once refolved to fly fecretly into France or Spain, and had even 
provided a velfel for that purpofe :j:. Some of the niofl: tonfiderable nobie 
lity, on the other hand, obferving her fixed averfion to him, had propofed fome 
expedients for a divorce; and tho' Mary is faid to have fpoken honourably on 
that occaflon, and to have embraced the propofal no farther than it fhould be found 
confifl:ent with her own h,onour and her fan's legitimacy [[, men were inclined to 
beli~e,' .that the difficulty of finding proper means for effeCtuating that purpofe, 
was the: ~eal caufe of laying aflde all farther thoughts of it. So far w·ere the fuf-
piciorrs againft her carried, that, when Henry, difcouraged with the continual 
proofs of her hatred, l<:ft the court and retired to Gla[gow, an illnefs of an extra-
ordinary nature, with which he was feized immediately on his arrival in that place, 
was univerfally afcribed by her enemies to a dofe of poi!on, which, ic was pre-
tended, :lhe had adminifhed to him. 

WHILE affairs were on this footing, all thofe who wif11~cl \'iell to her' character 
or the repof,; oftheir country. were extremely pleafed, ai1dfomewbat furprized, 
to hear, that a friendfhip was again conciliated between them, that (he had taken a 
journey r.o Glafgow on purpofe to vifit him during his ficknef,, that ihe behaved 
towards him with great tendernefs, that fhe had brought him along with ~er; 

and that fhe appeared thenceforth determined to live with him on a footing more 

.. Keith, p z,o. t Me!vJl, p. GS, i7· 
n Camden, p. 404. Goodal's Q;:een Mary, vol. ii. p. 317. 
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fuitable to the connexions between them. Henry, naturally uxorious, and not 
rniftrufting this fudden reconcilement, put himfelf implicitly into her hands, and 
attended her to Edinburgh. She lived in the palace of Holy-rood-houfe ; but 
as the fituation of that place was low, and the concourfe of perfons about the 
court was neceffarily attended with noife, which might difturb him in his prefent 
infirm ftate of health, thefe reafons were alligned for fitting up an apartment for 
him in a folitary houfe, at fome diflance, called the Kirk of Field. Mary here 
gave him marks of kindnefs and attachment ; !he converfed cordially with him ; 
and 1he lay fome nights in a room below his ; but on the ninth of February, 
1he to1d him that fhe would pafs that night in the palace, .becaufe the marriage 
of one of her fervants was there to be celebrated in her prefence. About two 
o'clock in the morning the whole town was much alarmed at hearing a great 
noife; and were frill more aflonifhed, when it was difcovered, that the noife 
came from the King's houfe, which was blown up by gun-powder; that his 
dead body was found at fome diflance in a neighbouring field ; and that no marks 
either of fire, contufion or violence appeared upon it*. 

No doubt could be entertained but Henry was murdered ; and the general 
conjeCture foon pointed towards the earl of Both wei as the author of that crime t. 
But as his favour with Mary was open and viuble, and his power great, no 
one ventured to declare openly his fentiments, and all men remained in filence 
and mute aftonifhment. Voices, however, were heard in the ftreets, during the 
darknefs of the night, proclaiming Bothwel, and even Mary herfelf, to be the 
murderers of the King ; placards were fecretly affixed on the walls, to the fame 
purpofe; offers were made, that, upon giving proper fecurities, his guilt !hould 
be openly proved : But after one proclamation from the court, offering a reward 
and indemnity to any one that would difcover the author of that villainy, greater 
vigilance was employed in fearching out the fpreaders of the libels and reports 
againft Bothwel, and the ~een, than in tracing the caufes of the King's murder, 
or deteCting the regicides t· 

THE earl of Lenox, who lived at a difrance from the court, in poverty and 
contempt, was rouzed by the report of his fan's murder, and wrote to the Qyeen, 
imploring fpeedy juflice againft the affaffins; among whom he named the earl of 

• It was imagined, that Henry had been fl:rangled before the boule was blown up: But this fup~ 
pofition is contradicted by the confeffion of the criminals; and there is no neceffity to admit it in order 
to account for the condition of his body, There are many inftances that mens lives 'have been faved 
who have been blown up in fhips. Had Henry fallen on water he had not probably been killed. 

t Melvil, p. 7 8. Cabbala, p. 1 36. 
A: Anderton's Colleaions~ vol. ii. p. 38. vol. iv. p. 167, 168. Spotfwood, p. zoo. Keith, p. 374-
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Bothwel, Sir James Balfour and Gilbert Balfour his brother, David Chalmers, ~llap. If• 
I s67. 

and four others of the ~een's houihold ; all of them perfons, who had been 
mentioned in the placards affixed on the walls at Edinburgh *. Mary took his 
demand of fpeedy juftice in a very literal fenfe; and allowing only fifteen days 
for the examination of this _important affair, fbe fent a citation to Lenox, re-
quiring him to appear in court, and prove his charge -againft Bothwel t. This 
nobleman, mean~hile, and all the other perfons, accufed by Lenox, enjoyed 
their full liberty :t: ; Bothwel himfelf was continually furrounded with armed 
ltlen 11 ; took his place in council §; lived during fometime in the houfe with 
Mary ..j.. ; and feemed to poffefs all his wonted confidence and familiarity with 
her. Even the caftle of Edinburgh1 a place of great copfequence, in this critical 
time, was entrufted to his creature, Sir James Balfour, who had himfelf been 
publicly charged as an accomplice in the King's murder ~. Lenox, who had 
come as· far as Stirling, with a view of appearing at the trial, was informed of 
all thefe circumftances ; and reflecting on the fmall train, which attended him, 
he began to entertain very juft apprehenlions from the power, infolence, and te-
merity of his enemy. He wrote to Mary, defiring that the day of trial might 
be prorogued; and conjured her, by all the regard which lhe bore to her own 
honour, to employ mor.e leifure and deliberation in dectermining a queftion of 
fuch extreme moment**. No regard was paid to his application: The jury 
was enclofed, of which the earl of Caithnefs was chancellor ; and tho' LenOJr, 
forefeeing this precipitation, had ordered Cunningham, one of his retinue, to ap-
pear in court, and prote{l:, in his name, againft the acquiral of the criminal, the 
jury pr~ceeded to a verdict tt. The verdict was fuch as it behoved them to 
give, where neither accufer nor witnefs appeared ; and Bothwel was abfolved 
from the King's murder. The jury, however, apprehenfive that their verditl: rzth April. 

would give great fcandal, and perhaps expofe them afterwards to fome danger, 
entered a proteft, in which they reprefented the neceility of their proceedings t:J:. 
It is remarkable, that the indictment was laid againft Bothwel for committing 
the crime on the ninth of February, not the tenth, the real day on which Henry 
was affaffinated §§. The interpretation generally put upon this error, too grofs, 
it was thought, to have proceeded from mi!l:ake, was, that the fecret council, by 
whom Mary was governed, not trufting entirely to precipitation, violence, and 

*.Keith, p. 372. Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 3· t Keith, p. 373· :j: Ibid. p. 374• 375· 
II Ibid. p. 405~ § Anderfon, vol. i. p. 38, 40, so, 52· , + Ibid. vol. ii. p. 274-• 
~ $potfwood, p. zor. ** Keith, p. 375· Anderfon, vol. i. p. 52. tt Keith, p. 376. 
Anderfon, val. ii. P· 106. Spotfwood, P· ZOI. n Spotfwood, P· 201. Anderfon, vol. i. P· I 13·. 
§§Keith, p. 375· Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 93· Spotfwood, p. 201. 
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authority, had provided this plea, by which they enfured, at all adventures, a 
plaufible pretence for acquitting Bothwel. 

Two days after this extraordinary tranfaction, a Parliament was held ; and 
tho' the fentence in favour of Bothwel was attended with fuch circumftances as 
firong!y confirmed, rather than dimini!hed, the general opinion of his guilt, he 
was the pc:rfon chofen to carry the royal fceptre on the firft meeting of that na
tional affembly *. In this Parliament, a rigorous aCl: was made againft thofe 
who fet up defamatory placards;. but no notice was taken of the King"s mur
der t. The favour, which Mary openly bore to Botbwel, kept every one in 
awe; and the effetls of this terror appeared more plainly in another tranfa¢l;ion, 
which enfued immediat~ly upon the di!folution of the Parliament. A bond or 
affociation was framed; in which the fuhfcribers, after relating the acquital of Both
wd by a legal trial, and a farther offer, which he had made, to prove his inno
£ence by fingle combat, oblige themfelves, in cafe any perfon 1hould afterwards 
impute to him the King's murder, to fupport him wirh their whDle power againft 
fuch calumniators. After this promife, which implied no great alfurance in Both
we! of his own innnocence, the iubfcribers mentioned the neceffity of their Q8een,s 
marriage, in order to fupport the government; and they recommended Both, wei 
to her as a hufband :j:. This paper was fubfcribed by all the confiderahle nobility 
there prefent. In a country, divided by violent factions, fl:lch a concurrence in 
favour of one nobleman, nowife diftinguifhed above the reft, except by his fla
gitious conduCt, could never have been obtained, had not every one been cer
tain, at leaft firmly perfuaded, that Mary was fully determined on thi~ meafure II· 
Nor would .fuch a motive have fufficed to influence men, commonly fo ftubbor~ 
and intratlabte, had they not been taken by furprize,. been ignorant of e;;ch 
others Lntiments, and overawed by the prefent power of the court, and by the 
apprehenfions of farther violence1 from perfons fo little governed by any rules of 

'*' Keith, p. 7S. Crawford, p. I{ •. 
t Keith, p •. 38o. The Q!een, in order to gain the people, agreed· to an aCl of Parliament, which 

ef!:ablifhed the protdlant religion; a con,effion which J11e could never before be brought to make~. 
t Keith, p. 381. 
II Mary herfe]f confeifed, in her inftruCl:ions to t-he ambaif.tdors, which fhe fent to France, thllt 

Bothwel perfuaded all the noblemen, that their application in favour of his marriage was agreeable 
to her. Keith, p. 389. Anderfon, vol. i. p. 94· Mu1ray afterwa:ds produced to ~een Elizabeth's, 
commiffioners a paper fignd by Mary, by which ihe permitted them to make rhi~ applicat.on to-her. 
This permiilion was a fufli.cient declaration of h.er intentions, and was efteemed equivalent to acorn~ 
mand. Anderfon, vol. iv. p. 59· They even a!Ferted, that the. houfe, in which they met, was 
furrounded with armed IJlen, Go.odall, vol. ii •. p. 1.4.r. 
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honour and humanity. Even with all thefe circumftances, the fubfcription to Chap. II. 
this paper may j uftly be regarded as a reproach to the nation. 1567. 

THE fubfequent meafures of Bothwel were equally precipitate and audacious. 
Mary having gone to Stirling to pay a vifit to her fon, he affembled a body of 
eight hundred horfe, on pretence of purfuing fome robbers on the borders; 
and having way-laid her on her return, he feized her perfon near Edinburgh,' 
and carried her to Dunbar, with an avowed defign of forcing her to yield to his 
purpofe. Sir James Melvil, who was in her retinue, was carried along with her; Zfth April. 

and fays not, that he faw any figns of reluctance or conftraint : He was even 
informed, as he tells us, by one of Bothwel's officers, that the whole tranfafrion 
was managed in concert with her *. A woman, indeed, of that fpirit and refo-
lution, which is acknowledged to belong to Mary, does not ufually, on thefe 
occafions, give fuch marks of oppoficion to real violence, as can appear any wife 
doubtful or ambiguous. Some of the nobility, however, in order to put n"lat-
ters to farther trial, fent her a private meifage; in which they told her, ,that; 
if in reality ihe lay under force, they would ufe all their efforts to relieve her. 
Her anfwer was, that ihe had indeed been carried to Dunbar by violence ; but 
fince her arrival had been fo well treated there, that fhe willingly remained with 
Bothwel t. No one gave themfelves thence:f;xth any folicitude to relieve her 
from a captivity, which they believed to have proceeded entirely. from her own 
approbation and connivance. 

THrs unufual conduct was at firft afcribed to Mary's fenfe of the infamy, attend
ing her purpofed marriage; and her defire of finding fome colour to glofs over 
the irregularity of her conduct. But a pardon given to Bothwel a few days af; .. 

terwards, made the public carry fomewhat farther their conjectures. In this deed, 
Bothwel received a pardon for the violence committed on the ~een's perfon ; 
and for all other crimes: A clau 1e by which the murder of the King was indirectly 
pardoned. The rape was then conjectured to have been only a contrivance of thefe 
politicians, in order to afford a pretence for indirectly pardoning a crime, of 
which they.durft not openly make any mention :j:. 

THESE events paffed wirh fuch rapidity, that men had no leifure to admire 
fufficiently .one incident, when they were furprized with a new one, equally rare 
and uncommon. There ftill, however, remained one difficulty, which, it was 
not. eafy to forfee, how the ~een and Bothwt!, determined as they were to 
execute their fhameful purpofe, could find expedients to overcome. The man, 
who had procured the fubfcription of the nobility, recommending him as a huf-

• Melvil, p. 8o. t Spotfwood, P: zcz. 
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band to the ~een, and who had aCted this feeming violence on her perfon, in 
order to force her confent, had been married iix months before to another wo. 
man ; to a woman of merit, of a very noble family, fifter to the earl of Hunt
ley. But perfoos blinded with paffion, and infatuated with crimes, foon thake 
off all appearance of decency. A fuit was cqmmenced for a divorce between 
Bothwel and his wife ; and this fuic was opened at the fame inftant in two differ
ent, or rather oppofite courts ; in the court of the archbifhop of St. Andrews, 
which was popifh, and governed itfelf by the canon law ; and in the new con
.fiftorial or commiffariot court, which was proteftant, and was regulated by the 
principles of the reformed teachers. The plea advanced in each court, wa~ fo 
calculated as to fuit the principles which there prevailed : In the archbilhop's 
court, the pretence of confanguinity was employed, becaufe Bothwel was related 
to his wife in the fourth degree; in the commiffariot court, the accufation of 
aduLtery was made ufe of againft him. The parties too who applied for the di~ 
vorce, were different in the different courts: Bothwel was the perfon who flled 
in the former; his wife in the latter. And the fuit in both courts was opened, 
pleaded, examined, aod decided with the utmoft precipation, and a fentence of 
divorce was pronounced in four days *. 

THE divorce being thus obtained, it was, thought proper that Mary fhould be 
conducted to Edinburgh, and fhould there appear before the courts of judica
ture, and fhould acknowlege herfelf to be reftored to entire freedom. This was 
underftood to be contrived with a view of obviating all doubts with regard to the 
validity of her marriag~. Orders were rhen given to publifh the banns in the 
church, between the ~een and the duke of Orkney ; for that was the title 
which he now bore; and Craig, a minifter of Edinburgh, was applied to for that 
purpofe. This clergyman, not content with having, for fame time, refufed 
compliance, publicly in his fermons condemned the marriage ; and exhorted all 
thofe who had accefs to the OEeen, to give her their advice againft fo fcandalous 
an alliance. Being called before the council, to anfwer for this liberty, he fhowed 
a courage which might cover all the nobles with thame on account of their 
tamenefs ano fervility. He faid,. that, by the rules of the church, the earl of Both
wei, b(::ing :onvicted of adultery, could not be permitted to marry; that the 
divorce between him and his former wife, was plainly procured by collufion, as 
appeared by the precipitation of that fentence, and the fudden conclufion of his 
marriage with the ~een ; and that aiJ the fufpiciom which prevailed, with re. 
gard to the King's murder, and the Queen's concurrence in the former rape, 

~ Anderf,,n, vol. ii. p . .zSo. 
would 
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would thence receive undoubted confirmation. He therefore exhorted Bothwel, Chap. IT. 

who was prefent, no longer to perfevere in his prefent criminal enterprizes; and 1567· 

turning his difcourfe to the other counfellors, he charged them to emp~oy all their 
influence with the OEeen, in order to divert her from a meafure which would cover 
her with infamy and din1onour. Not fatisfied even with this admonition, he took 
the firf\: opportunity of informing the public, from the pulpit, of this whole 
tranfaCl:ion, and expreffed to them his fears, that, notwichftanding all remon
ftrances, their fovereign was frill obftinately bent on her fatal purpofe. " For 
" himfelf/' he faid, " he had already difcharged his confcience, and yet aoain 

< G 

" would take heaven and earth to witnefs, that he abhorred and detelled that 
" marriage, as fcandalous and hateful in the fight of mankind : But fince the 
" Great, as he perceived, either by their flattery or filence, gave countenance to 
" the meafure, he befought the Faithful to pray fervently to the Almighty, that 
'' a refolution, which was taken contrary to all law, reafon, and good confcience, 
" might, by the divine bleffing, be turned to the comfort and benefit of the 
" church and kingdom." Thefe fpeeches offended the court extremely ; and 
Craig was anew fummoned before the council, to anfwer for his temerity in thus 
paffing the bounds of his commiffion. But he told them, that the bounds of his 
commiffion were the word of God, good laws, and natural reafon; and were the 
~een's marriage tried by any of thefe three fiandards, it would appear infamous 
and difbonourable, and would be fo efteemed by the whole world. The council 
were fo overawed by this heroic behaviour in a private clergyman, that they dif
miffed him without farther cenfure or punilhment *. 
~ BuT tho' this tranfaB:ion might have recalled Bothwel and the ~een of Scots, 

· from their infatuation, and might have inftruCl:ed them in the difpofitions of the 
people, as well as in their own inability to oppofe them ; they were frill refolute to 
ruih forward to their own manifeft deftruCl:ion. The marriage was folemnized by 15 h May. 

the bilhop of Orkney, a proteftant, who was afterwards depofed by the church 
for this fcandalous compliance. Few of the nobility appeared at the ceremony ; ~~:n;~rries 
they had moft of them, either from ihame or fear, retired to their own houfes. Bothwel, 

The French ~mbalfador, Le Croc, an aged gent 1eman of honour and charaCl:er, 
could not be prevailed on, tho' a dependent of the houfe of Guife, to counte-
nance the marri1ge by his prefence t. Elizabeth remonfirated, by very fr,endly 
letters and meffages, againll: the marriage :j:: The court of France made like op-
pofition; but Mary, tho' on all other occafions fue was extremely obf:quious to 

* Spotfwood, p. zo3. Anderfon, vol.' ii. p. z8o. t Spotfwood, p. zo3. Melvil, p. 8z. 
t Keich, p. 392. Digges, p. !4. 
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the advice of her relations in that country, was here determined to pay no regard 
to their opinion. _ 

THE news of thefe tranfactions, being carried to foreign countries, filled all 
Europe with amazement, and threw infamy not only on the principal actors in 
them, but alto on the whole nation, who feemed, by their fubmiffion and filence, 
and even by their dedared approbation, to give their fanction to thefe fcandalous 
practices II· The Scots, who refided abroad, met with fuch reproaches, that 
they durft no where appear in public ; and they earnefily exhorted their country
men at home, to free them from the public odium, by bringing to condign pu
nifhment the authors of fuch atrocious crimes. This intelligence, with a little 
more leifure for reflection, roufed men at ]aft from their lethargy; and the ru~ 
mours, which from the very beginning t, had been fpread againft Mary, as if 
fhe had con<:urred in the King's murder, feemed now, by the fubfequent tranf
aCtions, to have received a ftrong confirmation and authority. It was every where 
faid, that, even tho' no particular and direct proofs had as yet been produced of 
the ~een's guilt, the whole tenor of her late conduct was fufficient, not only 
to beget fufpicion, but to produce entire conviction againft her: That her fud
den refolution of being reconciled to her hufband, whom before fhe had long and 
juftly hated; her bringing him to court, from which 1be had banifhed him by 
neglects and rigours; her fitting up feparate apartments for him; were all of them 
circumftances, which, tho' trivial in themfelves, yet, being compared with the 
following-events, bore a very unfavourable afpecr for her: That the leaft which, 
after the King's murder, might have been expected in her fituation, was a more 
than ufual caution in her meafures, and an extreme anxiety to punifh the real 
affaffins, in order to free herfelf from all reproach and f.ufpicion : That no wo
man, who had any regard to her character, would allow a man, publicly accufed 
of her hufband's murder, fo much as to approach her prefence, far lefs give 
him a fhare in her councils, and endow him with favour and authority : That an 
acqui~al merely in the abfence of accufers, was very ill fitted to fatisfy the public; 
efpecial)y if that abfence proceeded from a defigned precipitation of the fentence, 
and from the terror which her known friendfhip for the criminal had infufed into 
every one : That the very mention of her marriage to fuch a perfon, in. fuch cir
cumfta'iCes, wa~ horrible; and cbe contrivances of extorting a confent of the no
bility, and of concerting a rape, w.:-re grofs artifices, more proper to difcover her. 
guilt than !?rove her innocence : That where a woman thus fhews a confcioufnefs 
of meriLc.d reproach, and, infi:cad vf correCting, provides only thin gloifes to 

11 Melv1l, p. 82. K.; ::'~, p. 4-oz. Anderfon, vol. i. p. 128, 13_4• 

l}.eith., Pn:f. p; 9· 
t Crawford, p. 11. 
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cover her exceptionable conduCt, fhe betrays a negleCt of fame, which muft ei
ther be the effeCt or the caufe of the moit fharm~ful enormities : That to ef}1oufe 
a man, who had a few days before been fo fcandalouily divor'_·ed from his wife; 
who, to fay the leaft, was believed to have, a few n1onths before, afTaffinated her 
hufband, was fo contrary to the plainefl: rules of behaviour, that no pretence of in:. 
difcretion or imprudence could account for fuch a conduB:: That a woman, who, 
fo foon after her hufband's death, tho' not atte;-Jded with any extraordinary circum
frances, contraCts a marriage which might, in itfelf, be the moft blamelefs, can
not efcape fevere cenfure; but one who overlooks, for her pleafure, fo many other 
weighty confiderations, was equally capable, in gratifying her appetites, tone
glect every regard to honour, and to humanity: That Mary was not ignorant of 
the prevailing opinion of the public, with regard to her own guilr, and of th.e 
inferences which would every where be drawn from her coridut1: ;. and therefore, 
iffhe ftill continued to purfue meafures which gave fuch juft offence, fhe ratified, 
by her aCtions, as much as by the mo.ft formal confcffion, all the furmizes and 
imputations of her enemies:. That the only circumftance which oppofed all thefe 
prefumptions, was, the benignity and goodnefs of her preceding behaviour, 
which feemed to remove her from all fufpicion of fuch atrocious inhumanity; 
but that the characters of men were extremely variable, and the perfons who were 
guilty of the worft aEtions, were not always naturally of the worft and mofr cri.
minal difpofitions: That a woman, who, in a critical and dangerous moment, 
had facrificed her honour to a man of abandoned principles, might thencefcrth be 
led bl:ndfold by him to the commiffion of the moft enormous crimes, and was 
in reality no longer at her own di(pofJl : And that tho' one fuppofition was fiill 
left to alleviate her blame, viz~ that Bothwel, prefuming on her affeCtion towards 
him, had of hirnfelf committed the crime, and had never communicated it to 

her, yet fuch a fudden and paffionate love to a man whom fhe had long known, 
could not eafily be accounted for, wi.tho.ut fuppofing fome degree of preceding 
guilt ; and as it appeared that lhe was not afterwards reftrained,. either by fhame or 
prudence, from incurring the higheft reproach and danger, it was not likely, tha.t 
;1 fenfe of duty or humanity would have a more powerful influence over her.. 

THESE were the general fentiments which prevai.led throughout Scotland.; ancl 
as the prote.ftant teachers, wbo had great au.thority,. had long borne a great ani
mofity towards Mary, the opinion of her guilt was, by that means, the more 
widely diffufed, and made the deeper impreffion. on every. one. Some attempts 
made by Bothwel, and, as it is pretended,. with her confent, to get the youGg 

prince into his power, excited the moll ferious attention; and the principal nobility~ 
even many of ~hofe who, had formerly been. conib:ained to lig.n the applicuion in, 
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Chap. II. favour of Bothwel's marriage, met at Stirling, and formed an affociation for 
'5

6
7· proteCting the prince, "and puniihing the King's murderers *. The earl of 

Athole himfelf, a known catholic, was the firfr author of this confederacy: The 
earls of Argyle, Morton, Mar, Glencarne, the lords Boyd, Lindefey, Hume, 
Semple, Kirkaldy of Grange, Tullibardine, and fecretary Lidington, entered 
zealoufiy into it. The earl of Murray, forefeeing fuch turbulent times, and be
ing defirous to keep free of thefe dangerous faCtions, had, i()me time before, 
defired and obtained Mary's permiffion to retire into France. 

InfurreEI:ions LoRD Hume was firfr in arms; and leading a body ~f eight hundred horfe, 
in Scotland. fuddenly environed the ~een of Scots and Borhwel, in the caftle of Borthwic. 

They found means to make their efcape to Dunbar; while the confederate lords/ 
were affembling their troops at Edinburgh, and taking meafures to effeCtuate their 
purpofe. Had Bothwel been fo prudent as to keep within the fortrefs of Dunbar, 
his enemies muft have been -diffipated for want of pay and fubfifrence ; but hear
ing that the lords were fallen into diftrefs, he was fo raih as to take the field, 

15'th June. and advance towards them. The armies met. at Carberry HilJ, about fix 
miles from Edinburgh; and Mary became foon fenfible, that her own troops 
difapproved of her caufe, and were averfe to fpend their blood in the quarrel t. 
After fome bravadoes of Bothwel, where he difcovered very little courage, Jhe 
faw no refource but that of holding a conference with Kirkaldy of Grange, and 
of putting herfelf, upon fame general promifes~ into the hands of the confede
rates. She was conduCted to Edinburgh, amidft the infults of the populace, 
who reproached her with her crimes, and even held before her eyes, which
ever way Jhe turned, a banner, on which was painted the murder of her huf~ 
band, and the diftrefs of her infant fon :j:. Mary overwhelmed with her ca
lamities, had recourfe to tears and lamentations. Meanwhile Bothwe], durin()' her 

b 
conference with Grange, fled unattended to Dunbar ; and fitting out a few fmall 
fhips, fet fail for the Orkneys, where he fubfifred during fome rime by pyracy. 
He was purfued thither by Grange, and his Jhip was taken, with feveral of his 
fervants, who afterwards difcovered all the circumfrances of the King's murder, ~ 
and were punifhed for the crime II· Bothwel himfelf efcaped in a boat, and found 
means to get a paffage to Denmark, where he was thrown into prifon, loft his 
fenfes, and died miferably about ten years afterwards: An end worthy of his 
flagitious conduct and behaviour. 

Imprifonment THE ~een of Scots, now in the hands of an enraged faCtion, met with fuch 
of Mary. treatment as a fovereign may naturally expeCt from fubjects who have their future 

• Keith, p. 394· t Keith, p. 402. Spotfwood, p. 207. 
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f~ars_ to provide againft, .as well as their prefent anirpofi~y to gratify. . It is pre~ 
tend~d, that fhe behaved with a fpirit very .little fuitaqle to her condition, avowed 
h~r ~a violable attachment to ijothwf!l *, and even wrote him a letter which the lords 
int.erc(::pted, where fhe declared, that fhe wou~d el!dure any extremity, nay, refign 
her dignity and power, rather than relinq u'fh his affeCliops t. The malecontents, 
findi11g the danger to which they were expofed, in cafe Mary fhould finalJy pre
vail, thought themfelves obliged to proceed with rigour againf.l: her; and. they 
fent her next day under a guard to the c;:afl:le of Lochlevin, fituated in a lake of 
that name, The mifrrc;:fs ;of the houfe .was mother to the earl of Murray; and 
ns ·fhe pretend~ to have been l!lwful,Iy married to the late King of Scots, fhe na
turally bore an animofity to Mary, and treated her with the utmoft harfhnefs and 
feverity. 

ELIZABETFIJ who was. exactly· informed of all thofe ·events, feemed tou<:hed 
with compafij.9n to~ard~ the unf,ortunate Qyeen; and all her fears and jealoufies 
being now l.aid afleep, by the confideration of that ruin and infamy in which 
Mary's conduCl: had involved her, fhe began to reflect on the inftability of hu
man affairs, the precarious ftate of r9yal grandeur, the danger of encouraging 
Jebellious fubjects; and lhe r~folved to employ her authority for alleviating the ca
lam,ties ofher unhappy lifter. She fent Sir Nicholas T,hrocmorton ambaffador to 
Scotland, in or.der to remq~ftr~teboth with 1.\1ary and the affociated lords; and the 
g;1ve hi:m iaf.l:r.uC}:j.pns whic;:h, tho' mixt with fome lofcy pretenfions, w~re full of 
that good fenfe which was.fo natural to her, and of that generofity which the 
prefent interefting fituation had- called forth. She impowered him to declare in 
her name to Mary, that the late conduCt of that princefs, fo enormous, 
and in every refpetl: fo unjuftifiable, had given her the higheft offence; and 
t4o' fhe felt ~he; movements of pity towards her, fhe had once determined never 
to interpofe . in her affiiirs, either by advice or affiftance, but to abandon her in
tirely, as a perf on whofe condition was totally defperate, and honour irretrievable: 
That fhe was well affured, that other foreign princes, Mary's near relations, had 
embraced the fame refolution; but, for her part, the late events had touched her 
heart with more tender fympathy, and had made her adopt meafures more favourQ 
able to the liberty and interef.l:s of the unhappy ~een: That lhe was deter~ 
mined not to fee her oppreffed by her rebellious fubjects, but would employ all 
her good offices, and even her power, to redeem her from captivity, and place 
her in fuch a condition as would at once be compatible with her dignity, and the 

* Keith, p. 419· . 
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fafety of her fubjeets : That :lhe entreated her to lay afide all thoughts of revenge, 
except againft the murderers of her husband; and as lhe herfelf was his near re
lation, :£he was better intitled than the fubjetls of Mary to interpofe her authori~ 
ty on that head, and :£he therefore befought that princefs, if 1he had any regard 
to her own honour and fafety, not to oppofe fo juft and reafonable a demand: 
That afcer thofe two points were provided for, her own liberty, and the punifh
rnent of her hufband's affaffins, the fafety of her infant fon was next to be confi• 
dered ; and there feemed no expedient more proper for that purpofe, than the 
fending him to be educated in England : And that befides the fecurity which 
would attend his removal from ali faCtions and convulfions, there were many 
other beneficial confequences, which it was eafy to forefee as the r-efult of his edu
cation in that country *· 

THE remonftrances which Throcmorton was infiruCtedto make to the affociated: 
lords, were inti rely conformable to thefe fentiments which Elizabeth entertained 
in Mary's favour. She impowered him to tell them, that whatever blame· lhe 
might throw on Mary's conduCt, any oppoiition to their fovereign was totally un
juftifiable, and incompatible with all order and good government : That it be· 
longed not to· them to reform, much Jefs to·punilh, the mal-adminifiration of 
their prince; and the only arms which fubjeCts could1 in any cafe lawfully employ 
againft the fupreme authority, were intreaties, councils, and reprefentations :· 
That if thefe expedients failed, they were next tO' appeal by their prayers to Hea• 
ven; and to wait with patience till the Almighty, in whofe hands are the hearts· 
of princes, lhould be pleafed to turn them to juftice and to mercy·: That fhe 
inculcated not this doCl:rine becaufe lhe herfelf was interefted in its obfervance; but 
becaufe it was univerfally received in all well-governed ftates·, and was effential to the 
prefervation· of civil fociety : That fhe required them to reftore their OEeen to' 
liberty ; and promift!d, in that cafe, to concur with them in all proper· expedients 
for regulating the government; for punifhing the -King's murderers, and for guard.:.. 
ing the life and liberty of the infant pr-ince : And that if the fervices which fhe 
had lately conferred on the Scottifh· nation; in proteCting them from foreipn 
ufurpation, were dul~ confidered by·them, they would repofe confidence in her· 
good offices, and· would efl:eem themfelves blame-worthy, in never having as yet 
made any application to her t~ 

ELIZABETH,_ beiides thefe remonftrances, fent by Throcmorton fome articles 
of accommodation, which he was to propofe to· both parties, as expedients for the 
fettlement of public affairs ; and tho' thefe articles included fome coniiderable 

• Keith, p. 411, 412, &c. 
reftraints 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

flraints on the fovereign power, they were in the main calculated for Mary's ad
vantage, and were fufficiently indulgent to her*. The affociated lords, who 
were determined to proceed with greater feverity, were apprehenfive of Eliza
beth's partiality; and being fenfible, that Mary would take courage from the pro
teCtion of that powerful princefs t, they thought proper, after feveral affetl:ed 
delays, to refufe the Englifh ambaffador all accefs to her perfon. There were 
four different fchemes propofed in Scotland, for the treatment of the captive 
~een : One, That fi1e fhould be reftored to her authority under very ftritl: li
mitations: The fecond, That fhe fhould be obliged to refign her crown to the 
prince, be banifhed the kingdom, and be confined either to France or England; 
with affurances from the fovereign in whofe dominions ilie fhould refide, that fue 
fuould make no attempts to the difl.urbance of the eftablifhed government: The 
third, That fhe fhould be publicly tried for her crimes, of which her enemies 
pretended to have undoubted proof, and be condemned to perpetual im prifonment: 
The fourth was frill more fevere, and required, That, after her condemnation, 
capital punifhment iliould be infliCted upon her t. Throcmorton fupported the 
mildeft propofal; but tho' he promifed his miftrefs's guarantee for the perfor
mance of articles, threatned th,em with immediate vengeance in cafe of refufal §, 
and warned them not to draw -on themfdves, by their violence, the public re
proach, which now lay upon the ~een ; he found, that excepting fecretary Lid
dington, he had not the good fortune to convince any of the leaders. All coun
cils feemed to tend towards the more fevere expedients ; and the preachers in 
particular, drawing their examples from the rigorous maxims of the Old Tefta
rnent, which can only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed the minds 
of the people againft their unhappy fovereign II· 

THERE were feveral pretenders to the regency of the young prince, after the 
intended depofition of Mary. The earl of Lenox claimed that authority as 
grandfathe-r t-o the prince : The duke of Chatelraulc, who was abfent in France, 
had pretenfions as next heir to the crown: But the greatefr number of the affo
ciated lords inclined to the earl of Murray, in whofe capacity they had the great
eft truft, and who poffeffed the intire confidence of the preachers and more zea
lous .reformers. All meafures being therefore concerted, three inftruments were 
fent to Mary, by the hands of lord Lindefey. and Sir Robert Melvil ; by one of 
which fue was to reiign the crown in favour of her fon, by another to appoint 
Murray regent, by the third to name a Council, which fhould adminifter the go-

• Keith, p •• p6. t Ibid. p. 427. t Ibid. p. 4zo. § Ibid. p. 428. 
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vernment till his arrival in Scotland. The Qpeen of Scots, feeing no profpect of 
relief, lying juftly under apprehenfions of her life, and believing, that no deed, 
which 1he executed during her captivity, could be valid, was prevailed on, after 
a plentiful effufion of tears, to fign thefe th~ee inllruments ; and fhe took not the 
trouble of infpeCl:ing any one of them *. In confequence of this forced refigna
tion, the young prince was proclaimed King, under the name of James the fixth. 
He was foon after crowned at Stirling, and the earl of Morton took in his name 
the coronation-oath; in which a promife to extirpate herefy was not forgot. Some 
republican pretenfions in favour of the people's power were countenanced in this 
ceremony t; and a coin was foon after ftruck, on which the famous faying of 
Trajan was infcribed, Pro me; fi merear, in me: For me; if I deferve it, againft 
me :j:. Throcmorton had orders from his miftrefs not to affift at the coronation 
of the King of Scots§. 

THE council of regency had not long occafion to exercife their authority. The 
earl of Murray arrived from France, and took pofi'effion of his high office. He
paid a vifit to the captive ~een ; and fpoke to her in a manner which better 
fuited her pall: conduct than her prefent condition. This har1h treatment quite 
extinguifhed in her breaft any remains of affeCtion towards him IJ. Murray 

"'
5

th of De- proceeded afterwards to break, in a more public manner, all terms of decency 
cember. with her. He fummoned a Parliament; and that affembly, afcer voting that fhe 

was undoubtedly an accomplice in her huiband's murder, condemned her to im
prifonmenr, ratified her difmiffioi;t of the crown, and acknowledged her fon for 
King, and Murray for regent **. The regent, who was a man of vigour and 
abilities, employed himf~lf fuccefsf,1lly in reducing the kingdom. He bribed Sir 
James Balfour to furrender the caftle of Edinburgh : He confrrained the garrifon 
of Dunbar to open their gates: And he demolifhed that fortrefs. 

BuT tho' every thing thus bore a favourable afpeCl: to the new government, and 
all men feemed to fubrnit to Murray's authority; a violent revolution, ; however 
neceffary, can never be effeCted wlt'hout great difcontents; and it was not likely, 
that in a country, where the government, in its moft fettled frate, poffdfed a 
very disjointed authority, a new eftablifhment fhould meet with no interr'uption 
or difturbance: Few confiderable men of the nation feemed willing to fupport 
Mary, fo long as Bothwel was prefent; but the removal of that obnoxious no
bleman had altered the fentiments of many. The duke of Chatelrault, being 
difappointed of the regency, bore no good will to Murray and his counfellors; 

,_ M~lvil, p.85. Spotfwood, p. :zu. An~erfon, vol. iii. p. 19. t Keith, p.439, 440• 
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and the fame fentiments were embraced by all his numerous retainers : Several 
of the nobility, finding that others had taken the lead among the affociators, 
formed a faetion apart, and oppofed the prevailing power: And befides fome re
mains of duty and affection towards Mary, the malecontent lords, finding every 
thing carried to extremity againft her, were naturally led to embrace her caufe, 
and fhelter themfelves under her authority. All thofe who retained any propenfity 
to the catholic religion were inclined to join this party ; and even the people in 
general, tho' they had formerly either detefted Mary's crimes, or blamed her im
prudence, were now moved by her misfortunes to compaffionate her prefent fitua
tion, and lamented, that a perfon, poffeifed of fo many amiable accomplifhments, 
joined to fuch high dignity, fhould be treated with fuch extreme rigour and feve
rity +· Animated by all thefe motives, many of the principal nobility, now ad
herents to the OEeen of Scots, met at Hamilton, and concerted meafures for [up
porting the caufe of that princefs. 

W H 1 LE thefe humours were in fermentation, Mary was employed in contrivan
ces for effecting her efcape; and fhe engaged, by her charms and careffes, a young 
gentleman, George Douglas, brother to the laird of Lochlevin, to affift her in 
that enterprize. She even went fo far as to give him hopes of efpoufing her, 
after her marriage with Bothwelihould be diifolved on the plea of force; and fhe 
propofed this expedient to the regent, who rejected it. Douglas, however, per
fevered in his endeavours to free her from captivity ; and having all opportunities 
of accefs to the houfe,- he was at laft fuccefsful in the undertaldng. He con
veyed her in difguife into a fmall boat, and himfelf rowed her afhore. She 
haftened to Hamilton ; and the news of her arrival in that place being immediately 
fpread abroad, ma~y of the nobility flocked to her with their forces. A bond of 
affociation for her defence was figned by the earls of Argyle, Huntley, Egling
ton, Crawford, Caffiles, Rothes, Montrofe, Southerland, Errol, nine bifhops, 
and nine barons, be fides many of the moft confiderable gentry *. And in a few 
days an army, to the number of fix thoufand men, was afiembled under her 

ftandard. 

ELIZABETH was no fooner informed of Mary's efcape, than ihe difcovered her 
refolution of perfevering in the fame generous and friendly meafures, which fhe 
had hitherto purfued. If fue had not employed force againft the regent, during 
the imprifonment of that princefs, fhe had been chiefly with-held by the fear of 
pufhing him to greater extremities againft her t ; but fhe had propofed to the 
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court of France an expedient, which, tho' lefs violent, would have been no Iefs 
e·ffecl:ual for her fervice : She deGred that France and England fhould by concert 
cut off all commerce with the Scots, till they fhould do juftice to their injured 
fovereign t· She now difpatched Leighton into Scotland to offer both her good 
offices, and the affillance of her force to Mary; but as fhe was apprehenfive of 
the entrance of French troops into the kingdom, fbe defired that the controverfy 
between the ~1een of Scots and her fubjetls might by that princefs be referred 
entirely to her arbitration, and that no foreign fuccours fhould be introduced into 
Scotland 11. 

BuT Elizabeth had not leifure to exert fully her efforts in favour of Mary. 
The regent made hafte to aifemble forces ; and notwithftanding that his army 
was inferior il'l number to that of the ~1een of Scots, he took the field againft 

!3th May. her. A battle was fought at Langfide near Glafgow, which was entirely decifive 
in favour of the aifociated lords; and tho' the regent, after his victory, ftopt the 
bloodfbed, yet was the aCtion followed by a total difperfion of the ~een's party. 
That unhappy princefs fled fouthwards from the field of battle with great precipita-

Mary flies tion, and came, with a few attendants, to the borders of England. She here delibe
ilito England. rated concerning her next meafures, which would probably prove fo important to 

her future happinefs or mifery. She found it impoffible to remain in her own 
kingdom : She had an averfion, in her prefent wretched condition, to return into 
France, where fhe had formerly appeared with fo much fplendour ; and was not, 
befides, provided of a veffel, which could fafely convey her thither: The late ge
nerous behaviour of Elizabeth made her hope for defence, and even affifl:ance, 
from that quarter* ; and as the prefent fears of her domeftic enemies were the 
moft urgent, 1he overlooked all other confiderations, and embraced the refolution 
of taking fhelter in England. She embarked on board a fifhing-boat in Galloway, 

16th May. and landed the fame day at Wirkington in Cumberland, about thirty miles diftant 
from Carliile ; whence 1he immediately difpatched a meffenger to London ; noti
fying her arrival, defiring liberty to vifit Elizabeth, and craving her protection, 
in confequence of former profeffions of friendfhip, made her by that princefs. 

ELIZABETH now found herfelf in a fituation, when it was become neceffary to 
take fome decifive refolution with regard to her treatment of the ~een of Scots; 
and as £he had hitherto, contrary to the opinion of Cecil, attended more to the 
motives of generofity than of policy t, 1he was engaged by that prudent minifter to 
weigh anew all the confiderations, which occurred in this critical conjuncture. 

t Keith, p. 46z. U Keith, p. 473· in the notes. Anderfon, vol. iv. p. z6. 
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He reprefented, that the party, which had dethroned Mary, and had at prefent 
aifumed the government of Scotland, were always the partizans of the Englifh 
alliance, and were engaged, by all the motives of religion and of intereft, to per
fevere in their connexions with Elizabeth : That tho' Murray and his friends· 
might complain of fome unkind ufage during their banilhment in England, they· 
would eafily forget thefe grounds of quarrel, when they confidered, that Elizabeth 
was the only ally, on whom they could fafely rely, and tha-t their own Qyeenr 
by her attachment to the catholic faith, and by her other connexions, excluded 
them entirely from the friendihip of France, and even from that of Spain : That 
Mary, on the other hand, even before her violent breach with her protefrant 
fubjects,. was in fecret entirely governed by the counfels of the houfe of Guife ; 
much more, would fhe implicitly comply with their views, when by her own 
mifconduct the power of that family and of the zealous catholics was become her 
fole refource and fecurity : That her pretenlions to the Englifh crown would 
render her a very dangerous inftrument in their hands ; and were the once able 
to fupprefs the proteftants in her own kingdom, fhe wou1d unite the Scots and 
Engliih catholics, with thofe of all foreign frates, in one confederacy againft the 
religion and government of England : That it behoved Elizabeth therefore to 
proceed with caution in the defign of refroring her rival to the throne; and to 
take care, both that that enterprize, if undertaken, lhould be effected by Englilh 
forces alone, and that full fecurities fhould beforehand be provided for the re
formers and the reformatiof.l in Scotland : That above all, it was requilire to 

guard carefully the perfon of that princefs ; left, finding this unexpected referve 
in the Engliih friendiliip, lhe fhould fuddenly take the refolution of flying into 
France, and lhould attempt by foreign force to recover poffeffion of her authority·: 
That her defperate fortunes and broken reputation fitted her for any attempt ; 
and her refentment, when :lhe lhould find herfelf thus deferred by the ~een, 
would concur with her ambition and her bigotry, and render her an unrelenting, 
as well as powerful, enemy to the Englilh government:· That if lhe was once 
abroad, in the hands of enterpriz1ng catholics, the attack of England would 
appear to her as eafy as that of Scotland; and the only method, lhe mufr imagine, 
of recovering her native kingdom, would be to acquire that crown, to which !he 
would efteem herfelf equally intitled : That a neutrality in fuch interefi'1ng fitua
tions, tho' it might be pretended, could never; without the mofr extreme danger, 
be upheld by the Q_1een; and the detention of Mary was equally requifite, whe
ther the power of England were to be employed in her favour, or againfr h~r : 
That nothing indeed was more becoming a great prince than generality ; yet the 
fuggeftions of this noble principle could never, without the utmofi: imprudence, be 
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<;onfulEed in fuch delicate circumftances as thofe in which the Qyeen was at pre
fent placed ; where her own fafety and the interefrs of her people were intimately 
concerned in every refolution which fue embraced : That tho' the example of 
fuccefsful rebellion, efpecially in a neighbooring country, could be nowife agree
able to any fovereign, yet Mary's imprudence had been fo great,. perhaps her 
crimes fo enormous, that the infurrection of fubjetl:s, after fuch provocation, 
could no longer be regarded as a precedent againft other princes : That it was 
firft necelfary for Elizabeth to afcertain, in a regular and fatisfaCl:ory manner, 
the extent of Mary's guilt, and thence to determine the degree of proteCtion 
which ihe ought to afford her, againft her difcontented fubjeCl:s : That as no 
glory could furpafs that of defending oppreifed innocence, it was equally infamous 
to patronize vice and murder on the throne; and the contagion of fuch dif
honour would extend itfelf to all who countenanced or fupported ic: And that if 
the crimes of the Scottiih princefs fbould, on enquiry, appear as great and certain 
as was affirmed and believed, every meafure againft ·her, which policy fuould 
dictate, would thence be juftified ; or if fbe ihould be found innocent, every 
enterprize, which friendihip fuould infpire, would be acknowledged laudable 
and glorious. 

AGREEABLE to thefe views, Elizabeth refolved to proceed in a feemingly friend
ly, but really cautious manner, with the QEeen of Scots ; and fue immediately fent 
orders to lady Scrape, fifter to the duke of Norfolk, a lady who lived in the 
neighbourhood, to attend on that princefs. Soon after fbe difpatched to her the 
lord Scrape himfelf, warden of the marches, and Sir Francis Knolles, vice cham
berlain. They found Mary already lodged in the caftle of CarliOe ; and after 
expreffing the QEeen's fympathy with her in her late misfortunes, they told her, 
that her requefl: of being allowed to viut their fovereign, and of being admitted 
to her prefence, could not at prefent be complied with : Till fhe had cleared herfelf 
of her hufband's murder, of which fhe was fo ftrongly accufed, Elizabeth could 
not without diihonour ihow her any countenance, or appear indifferent to the af
faffination of fo near a kinfman *. So unexpeCted a check threw Mary into tears; 
and the neceffity of her fituation extorted from her a declaration, that lhe would 
willingly juftify herfelf to her (ifter from all imputations, and would fubmit her 
caufe to the arbitratioR of fo good a friend t. Two days after, fhe fent lord 
Herreis to London with a letter to the fame purpofe. 

THIS conceffion, which Mary could fcarce avoid, without an acknowlegement 
of guilt, was the point expected and defired by Elizabeth: She immediately dif-

t Ibid. p. IO, 55' 87· 
patched 



E L I Z A B E T H. 8g 

patched Midlemore to the regent of Scotland ; requiring him both to ddift from 
the farther profecution of his ~een's party, and to fend fome perfons to Lon
don to juftify his conduct with regard to her. Murray might juftly be ftartled 
at receiving a meffage, which muft have appeared fomewhat imperious ; but as his 
domefticenemies were numerous and powerful, and England was the fole ally, which' 
he could expect among foreign nations, he was refolved rather to digeft the af
front than provoke Elizabeth by a refufal. He alfo confidered, that tho' that 
~een had hitherto appeared partial to Mary, her intereft evidently engaged her 
to fupport the King's caufe in Scotland; and it was not to be doubted but that 
penetrating princefs would in the end difcover this advantage, and would at leaft 
afford him a patient and equitable hearing. He therefore replied, that he would 
himfelf take a journey into England, attended with other commiffioners, and 
would willingly fubmit the determination of his caufe to Elizabeth*. 

LORD Herreis now perceived, that his miftrefs had advanced too far in her 
concellions : He endeavoured to maintain, that Mary could not, without dimi
nution of her royal dignity, fubmit to a conteft with her rebellious fubjetl:s before 
a foreign prince ; and he required either prefent aid from England, or liberty for, 
his Qgeen to pafs over into France. Being preffed, however, with the former 
agreement before the Englilh council, he again renewed his confent ; but in a few 
days l1e began anew to recoil, and it was with fo!lle difficulty that he was brought 
to acquiefce in the firft determination t. Thefe fluctuations, which were incef
fantly renewed, fuowed his vifible reluctance to the meafures purfued by the court 
of England. 

THE Q8een 0f Scots difcovered no lefs averfion to the trial propofed; and ir: 
required all the artifice and prudence of Elizabeth to make her perfevere in ,the 
agreement to which the had at firft confented. This, latter princefs ftill faid to 
her, that the defired not, without Mary's confent and approbation, to enter into 
this queftion, and pretended only as a friend to hear her juftification: That the 
was confident there would be found no difficulty in refuting all the calumnies of 
her enemies ; and even if her apology thould fall thort of full conviction, Eliza
beth was determined to fupport her caufe, and procure her fome reafonable terms of 
accommodation : And that it was never meant, that lhe lhould be cited to a trial 
on the accufation of her rebellious fubjeets, but on the contrary, that they fuould 
be fummoned to appear and juftify them,felves for their conduct towards her :1:· 
Allured by thefe plaufible profeffions, the Queen of Scots agreed to juftify her
fdf by her own commiffioners before commiffioners which fhould be appointed by 
Elizabeth. 

"' Anderfon, vol. iv. p. 13-16. 

VoL. Il. 
t Ibid. p. Ic-zo, 

N 
:j Ibid. P· II, IZJ '3· 109, JIO. 

DuRING 

Chap. II. 
1508~ 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

C'J II DuRING thefe tranfaCl:ions, the lord Scrape and Sir Francis Knolles, who re-1ap. • 
156S. .tided with Mary at Carlifle, had leifure to fl:udy her charaCter, and to make reporr 

of it to Elizabeth. Unbroken by her misfortunes, refoh.1te in her purpofe, aCl:ive 
in her enterprizes, 1he afpired to nothing but vicrory, and was determined to en
dure any extremity' to undergo any difficulty' and to try every fortune rather than 
abandon her caufe, or yield the fuperiority to her enemies. Eloquent, infinuating., 
affable; :!he had already convinced all thofe, who approached her, of the innocence 
of her paft conduct; and as fhe declared her fixed purp-ofe to require aid of her 
friends all over Europe, and even to have recourfe to infidels and barbarians, rather 
than fail of vengeance againft her perfecutors, it was eafy to forefee the danger t() 
which her charms, her fpirit, her add refs, if allowed to operate with their full force, 
would expofe them*. The court of England, therefore, who under pretence of 
guarding her, had already, in effect, detained her clofe prifoner, were determined to
watch her with ftill greater vigilance. As Carlifie, by its fituation on the borders, 
afforded her great opportunities for contriving her efcape, they removed her to Bol
ton, a feat o.f lord Scrape's in Y orkfhire : And the iffue of the controverfy between 
her and the Scots nation was regarded as a fubjeet more momentuous to Elizabeth's. 
fecurity and interefl:s, than it had ever hitherto been apprehended. 

TH.E perfons appointed by the Englifu court for the examination of this great 
caufe, were the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suifex, and Sir Ralph Sadler; and 

4th OClober. . 
York was named as the place of conference. Lefiey, bt!hop of Rofs, the lord& 

~o~;~n~:~ Herreis, Levingftone and Boyde, with five perfons more, appeared as commifn· 
Hampton- oners from the ~een of Scots. The earl of· Murray, regent, the earl of Mor· 
court. ton, the bifhop of Orkney, lord Lindefey, and the abbot of Dunfermling, were 

appointed commiffi.oners from the King and kingdom of Scotland. Secretary 
Ledd1ngton, George Buchanan, the famous poet and hiftor.ian, with fame others7 

were named as their affiftants. 

IT was a great ciret1mftance of Elizabeth's glory, that :!he was thuschofen um
pire between the faCtions of a neighbouring kingdom, which had, during many 
centuries, entertained the more violent jealotJfy and animofity againft England ; 
and her felicity was equally rare, in having the fonune and fame of fo dangerous 
a rival, who had long given her the greatefl: inquietude, now entirely at her dif • 

. pofal. Some circumfl:ances of her late condutt had difcovered a byafs towards 
the fide of Mary: Her prevailing interefts led her to favour the enemies of that 
princefs : The profeffions of impartiality, which fhe had made, were open and 
frequent; and fhe had fo far fucceeded, that each fide acct1fed her commiffioners 

of 
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of partiality towards their adyerfaries *. She herfelf appears, by the infl:ruCtions 
given them, to have fixed no plan for the decifion ; but ihe knew, that the ad
yantages, which fhe fhould reap, muft be great, whatever iifue the caufe lhould 
take. if Mary's crimes could be afcertained by undoubted proof, fhe could for 
ever blaft the reputation of that princefs, and might jufti6ably detain her for ever 
a clofe prifoner in England: If the evidence fell !hart of conviCtion, it was pro
pofed to reftore her to her throne, but with fuch ftrict limitations, as would leave 
Elizabeth perpetual arbiter of all differences between the parties in Scotland, and 
rendered her in effect abfolute miftrefs of that kingdom t. 

MAR v's commiffioners, before they gave in their complaints againfl: her ene· 
mies in Scotland, entered a proteft, that their appearance in the caufe !hould no
wife affect the independence of her crown, or be conftrued as a mark of fubordi
nation to England : The Engli!h commiffioners received this proteft, but with a 
referve to the claim of England. The complaint of that princefs was next read, 
and contained a detail of all the injuries which !he had fuffered fince her marriage 
with Bothwel: That her fubjects had taken arms againft her, on pretence of free
ing her from captivity--; that when lhe put herfelf into their hands, they had com
mitted her to clofe cuftody in Lochlevin ; had crowned her fon, an infant, in her 
place; had again taken arms againfl: her after her delivery from prifon; had rejected 
all her propofals for accommodation; had given battle to her troops; and had 
obliged her, for the fafety of her perfon, to take fhelter in England :j:. The earl 
of Murray, in anfwer to this complaint, gave a fummary and imperfect account 
of the late tranfactions : That the earl of Botliwel, the known murderer of the 
late King, had, a little time after the commiffion of that crime, feized the perfon 
of the QEeen, and led her to Dunbar ; that he acquired fuch influence over her 
as to gain her confent to marry him, and he had accordingly procured a divorce 
from his former wife, and had pretended to celebrate his marriage with the ~een; 
that the fcandal of this tranfatl:ion, the difhonour which it brought on the whole 
nation, the danger to which the infant prince was expofed from the attempts of 
that audacious man, had obliged the nobility to take arms, and oppofe his crimi* 
nal defigns and enterprizes; that after the ~een, in order to fave him, had 
thrown herfelf into their hands, lhe frill difcovered fuch a violent attachment to 
him, that they found it neceifary, for their own and the public fafety, to confine 
her perfon, during a feafon, till Bothwel and the other murderers of her huf
band could be tried and punifbed for their crimes; and that during this confine
ment, fhe had voluntarily, without compulfion or violence, merely from difguft 

* Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 40. t Ibid. p. 14, 15, &c. Goodall, vol. ii. p. I 10. 

t Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 52. Goodall, vol, ii. p. 1 zS. Haynes, p. 478. 
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at the inquietude and vexations attending power, refigned her 'crown to her-
only fon, and had appointed the earl of M:urray regent during the minority *. 
The ~een's anfwer to this apology was obvious': That ihe did not know and 
never co1:1ld fufpetl.:, that Bothwel, who had been acquitted by a jury, and re
commended to her by all the nobility for her hufband, was the murderer of the 
King; that fhe ever was, and frill continues defirous,, that, if he be guilty, he 
may be brought to condign punifhment ; that her re£ignation of the crown was 
extorted from her by the well-grounded fears of he"r life, and even by the direct 
menaces of violence ; and that Throcmorton, the EngJir.o ambaffador, as well as 
others of her friends, had advifed her to fign tha.t paper as the only means of fa
ving herfelf from the !aft extremity, and had affured her, that a confent, gtven 
under thefe circumfi:ances, could never have any force or validity t. 

So far the ~een of Scots feemed plainly to have the advantage in the conte{l:.; 
and the Englifh commiffioners might have been furprized, that Murray had.made 
fo weak a defence, and had fuppreffed all the material imputations againft that 
princefs, on which his party had eve1 fo ftrenuoufiy infifted, had not fome private 
conferences previoufiy informed them of the fecret. Mary's commiffioners had 
boafted, that Elizabeth, from regard to her kinfwoman, and from· her defire of 
maintaining the rights of fovereigns, was determined, however criminal the con
duet of that princefs might appear, to· reftore her to the .throne :f:; and Murray, 
refletl:ing on fome paft meafures of the Englilh court, began to· apprehend that 
there was but too jui'c grounds for their expeCl:ati9ns. He believed, that Mary, 
if he would agree to conceal the moft violent part of the accufation, againfi: her, 
would fubmit to any reafonable terms of accommodation; but if he once pro
ceeded fo far as to charge her with the whole of her·guilt, no compofition could 
afterwards take place; and fhould ihe ever be reftored, either by the power of E
lizabeth, or the affiftance of her other friends, he and his party muft be expofed 
to her moft fevere and implacable vengeance §. He refolved therefore not to ven
ture rafhly on a meafure, which it would be impoffible for him ever to recal; and 
he paid privately a vi fit toN orfolk and the other Englifh com miffioners, confeffed 
his fcruples, laid before them the evidences of the ~een's guilt, and defired to 
have fome fecurity for Elizabeth's protetl:ion, in cafe thefe evidences ihould, up
on examination, appear intirely fatisfatl:ory. Norfolk was not fecretly difpleafed 
with thefe fcruples of the regent 11. He had ever been a partizan of the Queen 

* Anderfon, vol • .iv. part z. p. 64 & feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 144. t Anderfon, vol. iv, 
part 2, p. 6o & feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 162. t Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 45• Goodall, 
vol. ii. p. 127. § Anderfon, vol.iv. partz. p. 47, 48. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 159. U Craw~ 
ford, p. 9z. Melvil, p. 94, 95· Haynes, p. 574· 
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()f Scots: Secretary Leddington,. who began alfo to incline to that party, and 
was a man of fingular addrefs and capacity, had engaged him to embrace farther 
views in her favour, and even to think of efpoufing her : And tho' that duke con
feffed *, that the proofs againft Mary feemed to him unqueftionable, he encou
raged Murray in his prefent refolution, not to produce! them publicly in the confe
rences before the Englith commiffioners t. 

NoRFOLK, however, was obliged to tranfmit to court tile queries propofed by 
the regent. Thefe queries confifted of four particulars : Whether the Engliffi 
commiffioners had authority- from their fovereign to pronounce any fentence 
againft Mary, in cafe her guilt thould be fully proved before them ? Whether 
they would promife to,exercife that authority, and proceed·, to an actual fentence? 
Whether the ~1een of Scots, if the was found guilty, fhould be delivered into 
the hands of the regent, or, at leaft, fo fecured in England, that !he never fhould 
be able to difturb the tranquillity of Scotland? and, Whether Elizabeth would 
alfo, in that cafe, pmmife to. acknowledge the young King, and protetl: the re
gent in his authority ? :J: 

ELIZABETH, when thefe queries, with the other tranfactions, were laid before 
her~ began to think that they pointed towards a conclufion more decifive and 
more advantage9us than fhe had hitherto expected. She determined, therefore; 
to bring the matter into full light; and under pretext that the diftance from her 
perfon retarded the proceedings of her commiffioners, !he ordered them to come 
to London, and there continue the conferences. On their appearance, !he im• 
mediately joined in commiffion with them fome of the mofl confiderable of her 
council; Sir Nicholas Bacon,· lord-keeper, the earls of Arundel and Leicefter;. 
lord Clinton, admiral, and Sir William Cecil, fecretary §. The ~een of Scots, 
who knew nothing of thefe fecret motives, and who expected, that fear or decen,;. 
cy would fiill reftrain Murray from proceeding to any violent accufation againft 
her, expreifed an entire fatisfaction in this adjournment, and declared, that the 
affair, being under the immediate infpection of Elizabeth, was now in the hands 
where !he moft defired it II· The conferences were accordingly, continued nt 

Hampton-court ; and Mary's commiffioners, as before, made no fcruple to. be 
prefent at them. 

THE ~een, meanwhile, gave a fatisfacrory anfwer to- all Murray's demands ; 
and having declared, that tho' !he wifhed and hoped, from the prefent inquiry-, 
to be intirely convinced of Mary's innocence, yet if the event fhould prove con-

• Anderfon, val. iv. part 2. p. 77· t Ibid. p. 57• 77· State Trials, vol. i. p. 76'. 
t' Anc!erfon, val. iv. part 2. p. 55· G?odall, val. ii. p. IJO. §·Anderfon, val. iv. 

part z. p. 99· U Ibid. p. 95· Goodall, vol. ii. p. 177, I79• 
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trary, and if that princefs !hould appear guilty of her hufband's murder, fhe 
ihould, for her part, deem her ever after unworthy of a throne*. The regent, 
encouraged by this declaration, opened more fully his charge againft the Quem 
of Scots; and afcer expreffing his relutl:ance to proceed to that extremity, and 
protefring, that nothing but the neceffity of felf-defence, which muft not: be 
abandoned for any delicacy, could have engaged him in fuch a meafure, he pro
ceeded to accufe her in plain terms, of participation and confent in the affaffina
tion of the King t. The earl of Lenox too appeared before the Englifh com
miffioners; and imploring vengeance for the murder of his fon, accufed Mary as 
an accomplice with Bothwel in that enormity :j:. 

WHEN this charge was fo unexpetl:edly given in, and copies of it tranfmitted 
to the biihop of Rofs, lord Herreis, and the reft of Mary's commifiioners, they 
abfolutely refufed to return any anfwer; and they grounded their filence on very 
extraordinary reafons : They had orders, they faid, from their mifrrefs, if any 
thing was advanced that might touch her honour, not to make any defence, as 
ihe was a fovereign princefs, and could not be fubjeet to any tribunal ; and they 
required, that fhe fhould previQufiy be admitted to Elizabeth's prefence, to whom, 

- and to whom alone, fhe was determined to juftify her innocence §. They forgot, 
that the conferences-were at firft begun, and were frill continued, with no other 
view than to clear her from the accufations of her enemies ; that Elizabeth had 
ever pretended to enter into them only as her friend, by her own confent and ap
probation, not as affuming any fuperior jurifdiCtion over her; that that princefs / 
had from the beginning refufed to admit her to her prefence, till the fhould clear 
herfelf of the crimes imputed to her; that !he had therefore difcov.ered no new 
figns of partiality by her perfeverance in that refolution; and that though ihe had 
granted an audience to the earl of Murray and his collegues, ihe had previoufiy 
conferred the fame honour on Mary's commiffioners 11 ; and her conduCt was fa far 
intirely equal to both parties**. 

As the ~een of Scots refufed to give in any anfwer to Murray's charge, the 
neceiiary confequence feemed to be, that there could be no farther proceedings in 

• Goodall, vol. ii. p. I 99· t Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2. p. II), & feq. Goodall, \'ol.ii. 
p. zo6. :I: Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2. p. I 22. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 208. § Anderfon, 
vol.iv. part 2. p. 125, & feq. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 184, 211, 217. II Lefley's Negoci· 
ations in Anderfon, vol. iii. p. 2 ~. Haynes, p. 487. 

"'* Mary's complaints of the Qyeen's partiality in admitting Murray to a conference was a mere pre
text, in order to break off the conference. She indeed employs that reafon in her commifiion for that 
purpofe; (fee Goodall, vol. ii. p. 184.) but in her private letter, they are directed to make ufe of 
that commiffion, to prevent her honour from being attacked, Goodall, vol. ii. p. 1 8 3. It was the 
accufation therefore ihe was only afraid of. 
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the trial. But tho' this filence might be interpreted as a prefumption againft 
her, it did not fully anfwer the purpofe of thofe Englifh miniil:ers, who were the 
enemies of that princefs. They ftill defired to have in their h'\nds the proofs of 
her g_uilt; and in order to draw them with decency from the regent, a judicious· 
artifice was employed by Elizabeth. Murray was called before the Englifh com
miffioners; and reproved by them, in the ~een's name, for the atrocious im
putations which he had had the temerity to-throw upon his fovereign: But tho,. 
the earl of Murray, they added, and the other commiffioners, had fo far forgot 
the duty of allegiance to their prince, the ~een never would overlook what fhe 
owed to her friend, her neighbour, and her kinfwoman ; and Jhe therefore defired 
to know what they could fay in their own jufiification *. Murray, thus urged, 
made no difficulty of producing the proofs of his charge againft the ~1een of 
Scots; and among the reft, fome love-letters and fonnets of hers to Bothwel,. 
wrote all in her own hand, and two other papers, one wrote in her own hand, an
other figned by her, and wrote by the earl of Huntly; each of which contained 
a promiCe of marriage with Bothwel, made before the trial and acqui:tal of that 
nobleman. 

ALL thefe important papers had been kept by Bothwel in a filver box or cafket,. 
which had bee11. given him by Mary, and which had belonged to her firft huf.. 
band, Francis ; and tho' the princefs had enjoined him to burn the lett~rs as foon. 
as he had read them, he had thought proper to preferve them carefully, as pledges. 
of her fidelity, and had committed them to the cuftody of Sir James Balfour de
puty- governor of the cafl: le of Edinburgh. When that fort refs was befieged by 
the affociated lords, Bothwel fent a fervant to receive the cafket from the hands of 
the deputy- governor. Balfour delivered it to the meffenger; but as he had at 
that time received fome difgufi: from Bothwel, and was fecretly negotiating an 
agreement with the ruling party, he took care, by conveying private intelligence 
to the earl of Morton, to make the papers be intercepted by him. They con
tained incontefl:ible proofs of Mary's criminal correfpondence with Bothwel, of 
her confent to the King's murder, and of her concurrence in that rape which. 
Bothwel pr.:tended to commit upon her t. Murray fortified this evidence by 
fome teftimonies of corrc-fpondent faCts t; and he added fome ti.me after, the dy
ing confeffion of one Hubert, or French Paris:J as he was called, a fervant of 
Bothwel's, who had he::n executed for the King's murder, and who directly char
ged the Q_leen with her being accelfary to that criminal enterprize §.. 

* Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 147• Goodall, voL ii. p. 233· t Anderfon, vol. ii. 
p. u~. Guodall, vol. i·. p. 1. t Anclerfon, vol.ii. part 2. p. 165, &c. Goodall, vol.ii~ 
p. 243. § Anderfon, vol. ii. p. Igz. Goodall, vol. ii. I?· 76. 

6- MARY'$ 

Chap. II;, 
1 )68. 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. II. MAR v's commiffioners had ufed every expedient to ward this blow, which 
J s68· they faw coming upon them, and againft which, it appears, they were· not provid

ed of any proper defence. As foon a') Murray opened his charge, they endea
voured to turn the conferences from an inquiry into a negociation ; and tho' in
formed by the Englifh commiffioners, that nothing could be more di!honourable 
for their miftrefs, than to enter into a treaty with fuch undutiful fubjetl:s, before 
fhe had juftified herfelf from thofe enormous imputations which had been thrown 
upon her, they ftill infifted, that Elizabeth fhould fettle terms of accommodation 
between Mary and her enemies in Scotland *. They maintained, that till their 
miftrefs had given in her anfwer to Murray's charge, his proofs could neither be 
called for nor produced t.; and finding, that the Englifh commiffioners were frill 

determined to proceed in the method which had been projected, they finally broke 
off the conferences, and never would make any reply. Thefe papers have all of 
them been fince publifhed. The objections made to their authenticity, are in gene
ral of fmall force: But were they ever fo fpecious, they cannot now be hearkened 
to; fince Mary, at the time when the truth could have been fully cleared, did, in 
effeCt, ratify the evidence againft her, by recoiling from the inquiry at the very cri
tical ~lament, and refufing to give any anfwer to the accufation of her enemies :1:· 

Bur 

* Anderfon, vol. ii. part 2. p. 135, 139· Goodall, vol. ii. p. 224. f Anderfon, vol. iv;. 
part 2. p. 139, 145. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 228. 

t We fhall not enter into a long difcuffion of the authenticity of thefe letters: We fhall only re
mark in general, that the chief objeCtions againft them are, that they are fuppofed to hare paifed thro' 
the earl of Morton's hands, the leaft fcrupulous of all Mary's enemies; and that they are, to the laft 
degree, indecent, and even fomewhat inelegant, fuch as it is not likely fhe would write. But to thefe 
·prefumptions we may oppofe the following confiderations. ( 1.) Tho' it be not difficult to counterfeit 
a fubfcription, it is very difficult, and almoft impoffible, to counterfeit feveral pages, fo as to refemble 
exaB:ly the hand-writing of any perfon. Thefe letters were .examined and compan~d with Mary's 
band-writing, by the Englifh privy council, and by a great many of the nobility, among whom were fe
veral partizans of that princefs. They might have been examineq by the bi!hop of Rofs, Herreis, and 
Mary's commiffioners. The regent muft have expeB:ed, that they would be very critically e~amined 
by them, ·and had they not been able to ftand that teft, he was only preparing a fcene of confufion to 
himfelf. Bifhop Lefley exprefly declines the comparing the hands, which he calls no legal proof. 
Good'lllp vol. ii. p. 3 89. ( z.) The letters are very long, much longer than they needed to have been, 
in order to ferve the purpofes of Mary's enemies; a circumftance, which increafed the difficulty, and 
expofed any forgery the more to the rifk of a deteB:ion. (3.) They are not fo grofs and palpable as 
forgeries commonly are; for they left ftill a pretext for Mary's friends to aifert, that their meaning was 
ftrained to make them appear criminal; fee Goodall, vol. ii. p. 361. (4.) There is a long 
.contract of marriage, faid to be wrote by the earl of Huntley, and figned by the OEeen, before 
Both wei's acquital. Would Morton, without any neceffity, have thus doubled the difficulties of the 
forgery, and the danger of detection.? (5.) The letters are indifcreet; but fuch was apparently 
Mary's conduct at that time: They are inelegant; but they have a carelefs natural air, like letters ha-

ftily 
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BuT Elizabeth, though fhe had feen enough for her own fatisfaCl:ion, was de
termined, that the .moft eminent perfons of her court fhould alfo be acquainted 

with 

iHly wrote between familiar friends. (6.) 'they contain fi1ch a variety of particular circumltances, as 

no body could have thought of inven:ing, efpecia.lly as they mull: nece/farily have afForded her many 
means of deteB:ion. (7 .) We l1ave not the originals of the letters, which were in French: We have 
only a Scots and L<1tin tranflation from the original, and a French tranflation profc/fedly done from 
t11e Latin, Now it is remarkable, that the Scots tranll ation is full of Gallicifms, and is clearly a tranf

lation from a Frt:nch original: Such as makefa.ult, faire de fautes; make it fiem that 1 he!ie·ve,faire /em

hi ant dele croire; make brek, f~ir bl'eche; this is my fi~Jijournay, cijl ma premiere journee; have you not 

d<jire ta laugh, navez vous pas envie de 1-ire; the place <t..vi/1 hald unto the death, Ia place ticndra jz:fqu' a fa 
mort; he may not come firth of the houfi tl·is len:; ti1ne, il1ze peut pas Jortir du log is de /ong tem.s; to m;;ke me 
ad".Jertifement, faire m'avertir; put order to it. mettre ordre a ce!a; di/chargeyour heart, decharger 'Votre 

camr; make gud watch, faites bon gar de, &c. (8.) There is a converfation which ilic mcntiom, between 
herfelf and the King one evening: But Murray produced before the Engliili commiffioners, the teil:i
mony of one Crawford, a gentleman of the earl of Lenox, who fwore, that the King, on her departure 
from him gave him an account of the fame converfation. ( 9.) There feems very little reafon why Mur
ray and his affociates iliould run the rifk of fuch a dangerous forgery, which mull: have rendered them 
infamous, if deteB:ed; fince their caufe, from Mary's known conduB:, even without thefe letters, wa·o fuf
ficrently good and juflifiable. ( Io.) Murray expo fed thefe letters to the examination of perfons quali
fied to judge of them; the Scots council, the Scots Parliament, Queen Elizabeth and her council, who 
were polfeffed of a great number of Mary's genuine letters. (11.) He gave Mary herfelf an oppor
tunity of refuting and expofing him, if ilie had chofen to lay hold of it. (I z.) The letters tally fo 
well with all the other parts of her condua during that tranfaetion, that thefe proofs throw the flrong
eft light on each other. ( 1 3.) The duke of Norfolk, who had examined thefe p1pers, and who fa
voured fo much OEeen Mary, that he intended to marry her, and in the end loll his life in her caufe, 

yet believed them authentic, and was fully convinced of her guilt. This appears not only from his 
letters above mentioned, to OEeen Elizabeth and her minifters, bJt by hio fecret acknowlegement 
to Banifler, his moll trufty confident. See State Trials, vol. i. p. 8 r. In the conferences be

tween the duke, fecretary Lidington, and the biihop of Rofs, all of them zealous partizans of 
that princ&, the fame thing feems a! ways to be taken for granted. Ibid. p. 7 4• 7 5. See farther 
MS. in the Advocate's Library, A. 3· z8. p. 314. from Cot. lib. Calig. c. 9· (14.) I need notre
peat the prefumption drawn from Mary's refufal to anfwer. The only excufe for her filence, is, that 
fue fufpected Elizabeth to be a partial judge: It was not, indeed, the intereft of that princefs to ac

quit and juftify her rival and corn petitor; and we accordingly find that Lidington, from the fecret in
form1tion of the duke of Norfolk, informed Mary, by the biiliop of Rofs, that the OEeen of Eng
land never meant to come to a decifion; but only to get into her hands the proof of Mary's guilt, in 
order to blaft her charaCl:er: See State Trials, vol. i. p. 77· But this was a better reafon for declining 

the trial altogether than for breaking it off, on frivolous pretences, the very moment the chief accufa
tion was unexpeB:edly opened againfl her. Tho' ilie could not expeB: Elizabeth's final decifion in 
her favour, it was of importance to give a fatisfaB:ory anfwer, if !he had any, to the accufation of the 
Scots commiilioners. That anfwer could have been difperft for the conviB:ion of the public, of fo

reign nations, and of pofterity. And furely after the accufation and proofs vvere in OEeen Elizabeth's 
itands, it could do no hurt to give in the anfwers. Mary's informatio:1, that the ~een never 
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with thefe tranfatl:ions, and fhould be convinced of the equity of her proceedings. 
She ordered her privy-council to be affembled ; and that The mig'ht render th'e 
matter more folemn and authentic, fhe added to them the earls of Northumber
land, Wefl:moreland, Shrewfbury, Worcefter, Huntingdon, and Warwic. All 

the 

intended to come to a decifion, could be no obllacle to her juftilication. (15.} The very difappearance 
of thefe letters, is a prefumption of their authenticity. That event can be accounted for no way but 
from the care of King James's friends, who were defirous to deftroy every proof of his mother's 
crimes, The aifappearance of Morton's narrative, and of Crawford's evidence, from the Cot
ton library, Calig. c. 1. ml'lft have proceeded from a like caufe. See MS. in the Advocate's 

library, A. 3· 29. p. 88. 

I find an objetiion made to the authenticity of the letters, drawn from the vote of the Scots privy
council, which affirms the letters to be wrote and fubfcribed by ~een Mary's own hand; whereas 
the copies given in to the Parliament a few days after, were only wrote, not fubfcribed. See Good
all, vol. ii. p. 64 , 67. But it is not confidered, th:tt this circumftance is of no manner of force: 
There were c.ertainly letters, true or falfe, laid before the council; and whether the letters were true 
or falfe, this miftake proceeds equally from the inaccuracy or blunder of the clerk. The miftake is 
ealily accounted for: The letters were only wrote by her; the fecond contraa with Bothwel was only 
fubfcribed. A proper accurate dill:intiion was not made; and they are all faid to be wrote and fub
fcrib~d. A late writer, Mr. Goodall, has endeavoured to prove, that thefe letters clafh with chrono
logy, a,nd that the ~een was not at the places mentioned in the letters, on the days there affigned: 
To confirm this, he produces charters and other deeds figned by the ~een7 where the date and place 
do not agree with the letters. But it is well known that the date of charters, and fuch like grants, 
is no proof of the real day on which they were figned by the fovereign. Papers of that kind com
monly pafs through diJferent offi~es: The date is affixed by the firft office; and may precede very 
long the day of the fignature. 

The account given by Morton of the manner in w'hich the papers came into his hands, is very natu
ral. When he gave it to the Englifh commiffioners, he had reafon to thiak it would be canvaffed with 
all the feverity of able adverfaries, interefted in the higheft degree to refute it. It is probable, that he 
could have confirmed it by many circumftances and teftimonies; fince they declined the contefl:. 

The fonnets are inelegant; infomuch, that both Brantome and Ronfard, who knew ~een Mary's 
ftile, were affured, when they {aw them that they could not be her compofition. Jebb 7 vol. ii· 
p. 478. But no perfon is equal in his produtiions, efpecially one whofe ftile is fo little formed as 
Mary's mull: be fuppofed to be. Not to mention that fuch dangerous and criminal enterprizes leave 
little tranquillity of mind for eleganr, poetical compofitions. 

In a word, ~een Mary might eafily have condutted the whole confpiracy againfl: her hufband, 
without opening her mind to any one perfon except Bothwel, and without writing a fcrap of paper 
about it; but it was very difficult 'to have conduCted it, fo as that her conduCt fhould not betray her 
to men of difcernment. In tile prefem cafe, her conduCt was fo grofs as to betray her to every 
body; and fortune threw into her enemies i1ands, papers by which they could conviCt her. The 
fame infatuation and imprudence, which happily is the ufual attendant of great crimes, will account 
fo: bot~. It is yroper to obferve, that there j, not one circumll:ance of the foregoing narrative, con
tamed In the h!llory, that is taken -from Knox, Buchanan, or even Thuanus, or, indeed, from any 
fufpeCled authority. 

2 
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t~e pror~~dings of the Engliih commi(lioners were read to them : The evi- Chap. II. 

dences produced by Murray were perufed: A great number of letters, wrote by 1 568• 

Mary to Elizabeth, were laid before them, and the hand-writing compared with 

that of the lett~rs delivered in by the regent : The refufal of the ~een of Scots 
commiffioners to make any reply, was related : And on the whole ElizJbe[h told 
them, that as fhe had, at firfr, thought it improper, tha~ Mary, after fuch hor-
rid crimes were imputed to her, fhou ld be ad mit ted to her prefence, before fhe 
had, in fame meafure, juftified herfelf from the charge; fiJ now, wh"n her guilt 
was confirmed by fo many plaufible evidences, and all anfwer refufed, fhe muft, 
for her part, perfevere more fteadily in that refolution *. Eliza~)eth next called 
in the ~1een of Scots commiffioners, and afcer obferving, that fhe deemed it much 
more decent for their mifrrefs to continue the conferences, than to require the 
liberty of juO:ifying herfelf in perfon; fhe told them, that Mtry might either 
fend her reply by a perfon whom ihe trufl:ed, or deliver it hetfe f to fome Eng-
li(h noblemen, whom Elizabeth fhould appoint to wait upon her: But as to her 
refolution of making no reply at all, fhe muG: regard it as the ftrongeft confeffion 
of guilt-; nor could they ever be efteemed her fdends, who advifed her to that 
method of proceeding t. Thefe topics fhe enforced frill more ftrongly in a let-
ter which fhe wrote to Mary herlelf :j:. 

THE ~een of Scots had no other fubterfuge from thefe preffing remonfrrances 
than frill to demand a perfonal conference with Elizabeth : A conceffion which, 
fue was fenfible, could never be granted 11; both becaufe Elizabeth knew, that 
that expedient could decide nothing, and becaufe it brought matters to extre
mity, which that princefs defired to avoid. In order to keep herfelf better in 
countenance, Mary thought of another device. Even after all the confaences were 
broke off, lhe ordered her commiffioners to accufe the earl of Murray and his 
a!fociates as the murderers of the King + : But this accufation, coming fo late, 
being extorted merely by a complaint of Murray's, and being unfupported by 
any proof, could only be regarded as an angry retaliation upon her enemy **. 

She 

* Anderfon, voL iv. part z. p. 170. &c. Gooda11, vol. ii. p. z )4· t Anderfon, vol. iv. 
part z. p. 179, &c. Goodall, voL ii. p. z68. i Anderfoo, vol. iv. part z. p. 183. Good-

all, vol. ii. p. z69. jj Cabala, p. I 57· -1- Goodall, vol. ii. p. z8o. 
** Unlefs we take this angry accufation, advanced by ~een Mary, to be an argument of Mur

ray's guilt, there remains not the leafl prefumption which fhould lead us to fufpeB: him to have been 
any wife an accomplice in the King's murder. That ~een never pretended to give any proof of 
the charge'; and her commiffioners affirmed at the time, that they themfelves knew of none, tho' 
tl"ey were ready .to maintain its truth by their miftrefs 's orders. and would produce fuch proof as fhe 

0 z fuould 
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She alfo defired to have copies of the papers given in by the regent; but as fhe· 
frill perfifted in her refolution to make no reply, this demand was finally refufed' 
her*. 

As Mary had thus put an end to the conf(!rence, the regent expreffed · great 
impatience to return into Scotland; and he cor-:~plained, that his enemies had· 
taken advantage of his abfence, and had throw11 the whole government into 
confufion. Elizabeth, therefore, difmiffed him ;; and granted him a loan of 
five thoufand pou>Jds, to bear the chargeJ of his journey t. During the con
ference at York, the duke of Shatelrauit an~ ·/::d at London, in palling from 
France; and as the ~e-.n knew, that ht was engaged in Mary's party, and had 
very plaufible pretenfions to the regenry of tb: King of Scots ; fhe thought" 
proper to detain him till afler Murray" .. departure. But notwithftanding thefe 
marks of favour,. and fame other affiftancc, which !he fecretly gave the regent :f:,_ 

ihe. 

1hould fend them._ IHs remarkable, that, at-tliaHime, it was impoffible for either her or them to pro-· 
duce any proof; becaufe the conferences before the Er:gliih commiffioners were previoully brcke off: 

It is true, the bifhop of Rofs, in an angry pamphltt,. wrete by him under a bo1rrwed. name, (where, 
it is eafy to fay any thing) affirms, that lord Herreis, a few days ofter the King's dtath, char;ed Mur
ray with the guilt, openly, to his face, at his own tabie. Th1t nobleman, as LefTy relates th< mat
ter, affirmed, that Murray, riding in Fife with one of his fervants,. the eve:~ing before the commiilion 
of that crime, faid to him among other talk, 'This night ere the morning the lord Darn 'ey jha!ll p his life., 
See Anderfon, vol. i. p. 75· Rue this is only hearfay of Lefly's, concerulnga hearfay of Herreis's ;, 
and contains a very improbable fact. Would Murray, without any ufe or neceffity, communicate to a 
fervant, fuch a dangerous and important fecret, merely by way of converfation? w-e may alfo ob
ferve, that lord Herreis himfelf w.as one of ~een Mary's commiffioners whG accufed Mu.Jay. Had 
he ever heard this fiory, or. given credit to it, was not that the time t0 have produced it; aad not. 
have affirmed, as he. d;d, that he, for his part, knew. nothing. of Murray's guilt. See Goodall,,. 
vol. ii. p. 307. 

The earls of Huntley and Argyle accufe Murray of thi3 crime; but the reafon which they afiign is. 
moft ridiculous. He had given his confent to ~een Mary's divorce from the King; therefore he was 
the King's murderer. See Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 192. It is a fure argument, that- thefe earb· 
knew no better proof againil: MJrray, otherwife they would have produced it, and not have infifted 
on fo abfurd a prefumption. Was not this alfo the time for Huntley to deny his writing Mary's con
tract with Eothwel, if that paper had been a forgery? 

Murray could have no motive to commit that crime. The King, indeed; bOre him fame iii -will; 
but the King himfelf·was become fo defpicable, both from his own ill-condu& and the ~een's aver
fion to him, that he could neither do good nor harm to any body. To judge by the event, in any 
cafe, is always abfurd; but more efpecially in the prefent. The King's murder, indeed, procured' 
Murray the regency: But much more ~een Mary's il}-conduct and imprudence, which he could not
poffibly forefee, and which never would have happened, had 1l1e been entirely innocent. 

* Goodal-l, vol. ii. p. 253, z.83, 289, 3 ro, 311. Haynes, vol. i. p. 492. 
t 7t/'1•er, tom. xv. p. 677~ t MS~ in the Advocate's library. A. 31 29. p. 128, ·~~, 

330, from Cott •. lib. Cal. c. 1. 
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.ihe frill declined acknowledging the young King, or treating with Murray as re
gent of Scotland. 

ORDERS were given for removing the ~een of Scots from Bolton, a place. 
furrounded with catholics, to Tutbury in the county of Stafford; where fue was 
put under the cuftody of the earl of Shrewfbury. Elizabeth entertained hopes, 
that that princefs, difcouraged by her misfortunes, and confounded by the late 
tranfaCtions, would be glad to fecure a fafe retreat from all the tempefts, with 
which fue had been agitated ; and the promifed to bury every thing in oblivion, 
provided Mary would agree, either to refign voluntarily her crown, or to affociate 
her fan with her in the government; and the adminiftration to remain, during 
his minority, in the hands of the earl of Murray •. But that high-fpirited. 
princefs refufed all treaty upon fuch terms, and declared,_ that her lafr words 
:lhould be thofe of a ~een of Scotland. Befide-s many other reafons, fhe faid, 
which fixed her in that refolution, ilie knew, that, if, in the prefent emergence~ .. 
:the made fuch conceffions, her fubmiffion would be univerfally deemed an ac~ 
knowledgement of guilt, and would ratify all the calumnies of her enemies t. 

MAR v frill infifted upon the alternative of two demands ; either that Eliza.;
beth ihould affifr her in recovering her authority, or fuould give her liberty to 
retire into France, and make trial of the friendfhip of other princes: And as
:lhe a!ferted, that £he had come voluntarily into England, invited by many former._ 
profeffions of amity, £he thought that one of thefe requefts could not, without. 
the mofr extreme injunice, be refufed her. But Elizabeth, fenfible of the dan~ 
ger, which attended either of thefe propofals, was fecretly refolved to detain her 
ftill a captive ; and as her retreat into England had been very little voluntary, 
her claim upon the QEeen's generofity appeared much lefs urgent than Jhe was 
willing to pretend. Neceffity, it was thought, would to the prudent jl1ftily her· 
detention: Her paft mifcondutl: would apologize for it to the equitable: And
tho' it was forefeen, that compaffion for her fituation, joined to her intrigues and · 
infinuating behaviour, wo8ld, while fhe remained in England, excite the zeal of 
her friends, efpecially of the catholics; thefe inconveniencies were ef!:eemed. mucli 
lefs than thofe which attended any other expedient. Elizabeth trufted alfo to her · 
own add refs, for eluding all thofe difficulties : She propofed ·to avoid breaking ab- . 
fo1utely with the Q9een of Scots, to keep her always in hopes of· accommoda<>: 
tion, to negotiate perpetual-ly with her, and frill to throw·the blame of not com-, 
i'ng to any conclufion, either on. unforefeen accidents, or on the obftinacy a ncr. 
perverfenefs of others. 

* Goodall, .. vol. ii. P• :095~ 
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V.l E c0mt now to mention f<>me Engliib affairs, which we left behiQd us, that 

we n•i~i1t not interrupt our narr"tion of the events in Scotland, which form fo 
mat,nal a tJart of the preftnt rei n. The term, fixed by the treaty of Cateau
CamLm-Gs tor the refl:iturion of Calais ef{pired in I s67 ; al'ld Elizabeth, after 
r;.~~kir~g her demand at the gates of that city, fent Sir Thomas Smith to Paris; 

and that minifter, in conjunction with Sir Henry Norris, her ordinary ambaffa

dor, enforceu her pretenfions. Conferences were held on that head, without 
coming to any conclufion. The chancellor De L'Hopital told the Engliib am
baffadurs, that tho' France by an article of the treaty was obliged to refiore Ca
lais on the expiration of eight years, there was another article of the fame treaty, 
which now deprived Elizabeth of all right, that could accrue to her by that en

gagement: That it was agreed, if the Eng!iib .fhould, during that interval, com
mit hoftilities upon France, they fhould inftantly forfeit all claim to Calais; and 

the taking poffeffion of Havre and Dieppe, with whatever pretences that meafure 
might be covered, was a plain violation of the peace between the nations: 
That tho' thefe places were not taken by force, but put into Elizabeth's hands 
by the governors ; thefe governors were rebels; and a correfpondence with fuch 
offenders was the moft flagrant injury, which could be committed to any fove
reign: That in the treaty, which enfued upon the expulfion of the Englifh from 
Normandy, the French minifrers had abfolutely refufed to make any mention of 
Calais, and had thereby declared their intention to take ad vantage of the title 
which had accrued to the crown of France: And that tho' a general claufe bad 
been inferred, implying a refervation of all claims; this conceffion could not 
avail the Englifh, who at that time poffeffed no juft claim to Calais, and had 
previoully forfeited all pretenfions to that fortrefs *. The ~een was no wife 
fmprized at hearing thefe allegations; and as fhe knew, that the French court 
intended not from the firft to make reflitution, much lefs, after they could defend 
their refufal by fuch plaufible reafons, ibe thought it better for the prefent to 
fubmit to the lofs, than to purfue a doubtful title by a war both dangerous and 
expenfive, as well as unfeafonable t. 

ELIZARCTH entered anew into negotiations for marrying the archduke Charles; 
and fh~ feemed at prefent to have no great motive of policy, which might induce 

her to make this fallacious offer : But as lhe was very rigorous in the terms in
fifted on, and refufed him all power and title, and even the exercife of his reli

gion in England, the treaty came to nothing; and that prince, defpairing of 
f"uccefs in his addreffes, married the daughter of Albert, duke of Bavaria :j:. 

"" Haynes, p. 587. t Camden. p. 406. t Ibid. p. 407, 4o8. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. III. 

Character ~f the puritans.--Duke if Norfolk's Confp/racy.--In.fur~ 
rection in the north.--.Ajfajjination if the earl if Murray.--
A Parliament.-Civil u:ars of France.--AJfairs qf the Low 
Countries.-New confpiracy of the duke of fo.lorfolk.-'l'rial if 
NoifolL-His execution -Scots qffairs.--French qffairs.-
Maf!acre of Paris.-French ajfairs.--Civ£1 wars if the Low 
Countries.-A Parliament. 

0 F all the European churches, which fhook off the yoke of the papal autho- 1 56s. 

rity, no one proceeded with fo much reafon and moderation as the church CharaB:er of 

of England; an advantage, which had been derived partly from the interpofition the puritans. 

of the civil magifi:rate in this innovation, partly from the gradual and flow fl:eps 
by which the reformation was conducted in that kingdom. Rage and animofity 
again!l: the catholic religion was as little indulged as could be fuppofed in fuch a 
revolution : The fabric of the fecular hierarchy was maintained entire: The antic>nt 
liturgy was preferved, fo far as was thought confiftent with the new principles: 
Many ceremonies, become venerable from age and preceding ufe, were retained : 
The fplendor of the catholic wor!hip, tho' removed, had at Jea!l: given place to 

order and decency : The difi:inCl:ive habits of the clergy, according to their oif
ferent ranks, were continued: No innovation was admitted merely from fpite and 
oppofition to the former ufage: and the new religion, by mitigating the genius 
of the antient fuperft:ition, and rendering it more compatible with rhe pc>ace and 
interefts of fociety, had preferved itfelf in that happy medium, which wife men 
have always fought, and which the people have fo feldom been able to main~ 
tain. 

BuT tho' fuch in general was the fpirit of the reformation in that country, ma
ny of the Engli!h reformers, being men of a more warm complexion and more 
obftinate temper, endeavoured to p·:1fh matters to extremity again!l: the church 
of Rome, and indulged tbemfelve in the moil: violent contrariety and antipathy 
to all former practices. Among thefe, Ho:J~:Er, who afterwards fuffered for hi3 
religion with fuch extraordinary conftancy, was chieSy dift:inguiOv:d. This man 

was appointed, during the reign of Edward, to the fee of Glocefter, and made no 
fcruple 
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fcruple of accepting the epifcopal office; but he refufed to be confecrated in the 
epifcopal habits, the cymarre and rochette, which had formerly, he faid, been 
abufed to fuperfi:ition, and which were thereby rendered unbecoming a true chrif
tian. Cranmer and Ridley were furprized at this objeCtion, which oppofed the 
received practice, and even the efrablifhed laws; and tho' young Edward, defirous 
to promote a man fo celebrated for his eloquence, his zeal, and his morals, ·en
joined them ro difpenfe with this ceremony, they fl:ill continued refolute to retain 
it. Hooper then embraced the refolution, rather to refufe the bilhopric than 
cloath himfelf in thofe hated garments; but it was determined, that, for the 
fake of the example, he fhould not efcape fo eafily. He was firft confined tG 
Cranmer's houfe, and then thrown into prifon, till he ihould confent to be a bi
:fhop on the terms propofed : He was plyed with "Conferences, and reprimands, 
and arguments : Bucer and Peter Martyr and the moft celebrated foreign refor
mers were confulted on this important queftion : And a compromife, with great 
difficulty, was at !aft made>, that Hooper fhould not be obliged to wear commonly 
the obnoxious robes, but fhould agree to be confecrated in them, and to ufe them 
during cathedral fervice * : A condefcenlion not a little extraordinary in a man of 
fo inflexible a fpirrt as this reformer. 

THE fame objection, which had arifen with regard to the epifcopal habits, had 
been moved againft the rayment of the inferior clergy; and the furplice in.par
t~cular, with the tipp~t and corner cap, was a great objetl of abhorrence to many 
of the popular zealots t. In vain was it urged, that particular habits, as well as 
pofrures and ceremonies, being confrantly ufed by the clergy, and employed in 
religious fervice, acquire a veneration in the eyes of the people, appear facred to 
their apprehenfions, excite their devotion, and contraCt a kind of myfrerious 
virtue, which attaches the affections of men to the national and efl:ablilhed wor
fhip: That in order to produce this effeCt an uniformity in thefe particulars is re
quifire, and even a -perfeverance, as far as poffible, in the former practice: And 
that the nation would be happy, if, by retaining thefe inoffenlive obfervances, 
they could engage the people to renounce willingly what was hurtful or perni
cious in the ancient fuperfrition. Thefe arguments, which had influence with 
wife men, were the very reafons, which engaged the violent protefrants to re
ject the habits. They pu!hed matters to a total oppolition with the church of 
Rome: Every compliance, they faid, was a fymbolizing with Antichrifr :j:: And 
this fpirit was carried fo far by fome reformers, that in a national remonfrrance, 
which was afterwards made by the church of Scotland againft thefe habits, it 
:was afked, " What has Chrifl: Jefus to do with Belial? What has darknefs 

• u 1 .. H ,. J:JUrnet, vo . u. p. 1 sz. ey.m, p. 90. t Strype, vol. i. p. 416. t Ibid.p.4I6. 
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~·to do with light ? If furplices, corner caps, and tippets have been badges of 
" idolaters in the very aCt of their idolatry ; why fhould the preacher of Chrifl:ian 
u -liberty, and the open rebuker of all fuperfl:ition, partake with the dregs of the 
~' Romifh beaft? Yea, who inhere that ought not rather to be afraid of taking 

" in his hand or on his forehead the print and mark of that odious beaft ? *', 
But this application was rejeCted by the Englilh church. 

THERE was only one infiance, where the fpirit of contradiCtion to the Ro
rnanifl:s took place univerfally in England: The altar was removed from the 
wall, was placed in the middle 'Of the church, and was thenceforth denominated 
the communion-table. The reafon, why this reformation met with fucb general 
compliance, was, that the nobility and gentry got thereby a pretence for making 
fpoil of the plate, veftures, and rich ornaments, which belonged to the altars t. 

THESE difputes, which had been frarted during the reign of Edward, were 
carried abroad by the protefl:ants, who fled from the perfecutions of Mary ; and 
as their zeal had received an encreafe from the furious cruelty of their enemies., 
they were generally inclined to carry their oppofition to the utmoft extremity 
ag.ainfr the praCtices of the church of Rome. Their communication with Calvin 
and the other reformers, who followed the difcipline and wor!hip of Geneva, 
confirmed them farther in this obftinate reluCtance ; and tho' fame of the refci
gees, particularly thofe eftablilhed at Francfort, ftill adherd to King Edward's 
liturgy, the prevailing fpirit carried thefe confeffors to feek a frill farther re"' 
formation. On the acceffion of Elizabeth, they returned to their native ·coun
try ; and being regarded with general veneration on account of their zeal and 
pafr fufferings, they ventured to infifr on the eftabli!hment of their projected mo
del; nor did they want countenance from many confiderable perfons in the 
Qgeeri's counci1. But the Princefs herfelf, fo far from being willing to defpoil 
religion of the few ornaments and ceremonies, which remained in ir, was of 
herfelf rather inclined to bring the public w·orfhip frill nearer to the Romilh 
ritual :j:; and fhe thought, that the reformation had already gone too f.tr in lhak-

"' Keith, p. s6s. Knox, P· 402. t Heylin, preface, p. 3· Hifl:. P· I06. 

·t When Nowe!, one of her chaplains, had /poke lifs re'Verently in a /ermw, p1·eached hefire her, if th• jign 
of the crofi, foe called aloud to him from her cloflt <window, C?mmanding him to retire from that zm

1
;odly 

digreJlion and to relur;z unto his text. And on the other jide, <when one_ of her di--vines had preacl eJ a firmm 

in defence of the real P~"efince, foe openly gave him thanks for his pains and pie!)'· Hey lin, p. I z.;. Si1e. 
woJld have abfolutely forbid the marriage of the clergy, if Cecil had not interpofed. Strype's Life 
of Parker, p. 107; 108, 109. She was an enemy to fermons ; and ufually faid, that 1he thought two 
or three preachers was fuffident for a whole county. 
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ing off thofe forms and obfervances, which, without difi:racting men of more re
fined apprehenfions, tend in a very innocent manner to allure, and amufe, and en
gage the vulgar. She took care to hav.e a law for uniformity ftrictly enacted :· .. 
She was empowered by .the parliament to add any new ceremonies, which 1he· 
thought proper: And tho' 1he was fparing in the exercife of this prerogarive, lhe 
continued rigid in exacting an obfervance of the eftablifhed laws, and in punilhing 
all nonconformity. The zealots, therefore, who harboured a fc::cret antipathy to 
the epifcopal order and to the whole liturgy, were obliged, in a great meafure, to 
concfal thefe fentiments, which would have been regarded as highly audacious 
and criminal; and they confined their avowed objections to the furplice, the con
firmltion of children, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, the ring in marriage, 
kneeling at the facrament, and bowing at the name of .J efus. So fruitlefs is it 
for fovereigns to watch with a rigid care ·over orthodoxy, and to employ the 
fword in religious controverfy, that the work, perpetually renewed, is perpetual· 
ly to begin; and a garb, agefl:ure, nay, a metaphyfical or grammatical diftinc
tion, when rendered important by the difputes of theologians ar.d the zeal of the 
magifrrare, is fufficient to deftroy the unity of the church and even the peace of fo
ciety. Thefe controverfies had already excited fuch ferment among the people, 
t-hat in fome places they refufed to frequent the churches where the habits and 
Ceremonies were ufed, would not falute the conforming clergy, and proceeded 
fo far as to revile them in the ftreets, to fpit in their faces, and to ufe them with 
all manner of contumely t. And while the fovereign authority checked thefe ex
ceffes, the flame was confined, not extinguilhed ; and burning fiercer from con .. 
finement, it burfr out in the fucceeding reigns to the deftruetion of the church 
and monarchy. 

ALL enthufiafl:s, indulging themfelves in rapturous flights, extafi.es, vifions, 
infpirations, have a natural averfion to epifcopal authority, to ceremonies, rites, 
and forms, which they denominate fuperftition, or beggarly elements, and which 
feem to refhain the liberal effufions of their zeal and devotion : But there was 
another fet of opinions adopted by thefe innovators, which rendered them in 
a peculiar manner the objeCt of Elizabeth's averfion. The fame bold and 
daring fpirit, which accompanied them in their addreffes to the Divinity, appear
ed in their political fpeculations ; and the principles of civil liberty, which, 
during fome reigns, had been very little avowed in the nation, and which were 
totally incom~atible with the prefent exorbitant prerogative, had been ftrongly 
adopted by this new feet. Scarce any fovereign before Elizabeth, and none aftc>r 

t Strype"s Life of Whitgift, p. 460, 
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her, carried higher, both in fpeculation and praCl.ice, the authority of the crown; 
and the puritans (fo thefe fectaries were called, on ~ccount of their pretending 
to a greater purity of wor!hip and difcipline) could not recommend thernfelves 
worfe to her favour, than by preaching up the doctrine of refifting or reftraining 
princes. From all thefe motives, the ~teen negleCted no opportunity of depref
fing thofe zealous innovators; and while they were countenanced by fame of her 
moil: favoured minifl:ers, Cecil, Leicefter, Knolles, Bedford, \Valfingham, !he 
never was, to the end of her life, reconciled to their principles and prafrices. 

vVE have thought proper to infert in this place an account of the rife and the 
genius of the puritans ; becaufe Camden marks the prefent year, as the period 
when they began to make themielves conflderable in England. We now return 
to our narration. 

Chap, JIT, 
1568. 

THE Duke of Norfolk was the only peer, who enjoyed the higheft title of no- r 5r 9. 

bility; and as there were at prefent no princes of the blood, the fplendor of his ?1ukl~e of Nlir:-
w s con pi-

family, the opu1ence of his fortune, and the extent of his influence, had rendered racy. 

him without comparifon the firft fubjeCl: in Engl-and. The qualities of his mind 
correfponded to his high ftation : Beneficent, affable, generous, he had acquired 
the affections of the people ; prudent, moderate, obfequious, he poffeifed with-
out giving jealoufy the good graces of his fovereign. His grandfather and fa. 
ther had long been regarded as the leaders of the catholics ; and this hereditary 
attachment, joined to the alliances of blood, had proc,ured him the friendfhip of 
the moft confiderable men of that party : But as he had been educated among the 
reformers, was fincerely devoted to their principles, and maintained that ftrict de_ 
corum and regularity of life, by which the proteftants were at thin time diftin-
gui!hed; be thereby enjoyed the rare felicity of being popular even with the moll: 
oppofite faCl:ions. The height of his profperity alone was the fource of his mif· 
fortunes, and engaged him into attempts, from which his virtue and prudence 
would naturally have for ever kept him at a difl:ance. 

NOR FOLK was at this time a widower; and being of a fuitable age to efiJO:Jr:: 

the Queen of Scots, that marriage had appeared fo natural, that it had occurreJ 
_to feveral of his friends and thofe of that princefs: But the firft perfon, who, ~hc~c 

fecretary Lidington, opened the fcheme to the duke is faid to be the earl of l\1ur. 
ray, before his departure for Scotland*· Th:1t nobleman fet before Norfolk both 
the advantage of compofing the difFerences in Scotland by an alliance which would 
be fo generally acceptable, and the profpeCl: of reaping the fucceffion of England ; 
and in order to bind Norfolk's intereft the fafter with Mary's, he propofed that the 

• Lel1ey, P• 36, 37· 
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duke's daughter fhould efpoufe the young king of Scotland. The obtaining pre
vioufly Elizabeth's confent, was regarded both by Murray and Norfolk as a cir
cumfrance effential to the fuccefs of their projeCl:; and all circumftances being 
adjufted between them, Murray took care, by the means of Sir Robert Melvil, 
to have the defign communicated to the OEeen of Scots. That princefs replied, 
that the vexations, which fhe had met with in her two !aft marriages, had made 
her more inclined to lead a fingle life ; but fhe was determined to facrifice her 
own inclinations to the public welfare: And therefore, fo foon as fhe fhould be 
legally divorced from Bothwel, fhe would be determined by the opinion of her 
!lability and people in the choice of another hufband t. 

11::: is pr:obable, that Murray was not fincere in this propofal. He had two 
motives to engage him to diffimulation. He knew the danger, which he muft 
run in his return thro' the North of England, from the power of the Earls of 
Northumberland and \'\IT efrmoreland, Mary's partizans in that country ; and he 
dr~aded an infurretlion i:n Scotland from the duke of Chatelrault, and the earls of 
Argyle and, Huntley, whom fhe had appointed her lieutenants during her ab
fence. By thefe feigned appearances of friendfhip, he both engaged Norfolk to 
write in his favour to the northern noblemen :f:;. and he perfuaded the ~1een of 
Scots to give her lieutenants permillion, and even advice, to make a ceifation of 
hofrilities with the regent's party [1. 

THE duke of Norfolk, tho' he had agreed, that Elizabeth's confent fhould 
be previoufly obtained, before the completion of his marriage, had good reafon 
to apprehend, that he never fhould prevail with her voluntarily to make that con
ceffion. He knew her perpetual and unrelenting jealoufy againft her heir and ri
val ; he was acquainted with her former reluC'rance to alJ. propofals of marriage 
with the C!!:1een of Scots ; he forefaw, that that princefs's efpoufil'lg a perf~\n of 
his power, and character, and interel1, would give the greatefr umbrage; and as 
it would then become neceffary to re-inftate Mary in poffefiion of her throne on 
fame tolerable terms, and even to endeavour the re-eftablifhing her char .• cter, he 
dreaded, that Elizabeth, whofe poli(ics had now taken a different turn, would ne
ver agree to fuch indulgent and generous conditions. He therefore attempted pre
vioufly to gain the confent ane approbation of feveral of the mofi: confiderable 
nobility; and he was fuecefsful with the earls of Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, 
Bedford, Shrewfbury, Southampton, Northumberland, Weftmore-land, Sufft>x §. 
The lord Lumley, and Sir Nicholas Throcmorron embraced cordially the propo
fal: Even the earl of Leicefrer, Elizabeth's declared favourite, who had formerl-y 

t Lefley, p. 40, 41. t State Tri .Is, p. ;6, ;S, 
f· 55· Camden, p. 1'9-- Spotfwoodr p. 230. 

!I Lefley, p. 41. § LeHey~ 

cntertain~d 



ELlZARETH. 10'9 

entertained fame views of efpoufing. Mary, willingly refigned all his pretenlions, 
and feemed to enter zealoufiy into Norfolk's interefts *. There were other motives, 
befides affection to the duke, which produced this general combination of the 
nobility. 

SIR William Cecil, fecretary of ftate, was the moft vigilant, aCtive, and pru ... 

dent minifi:er ever known in England ; and as he was governed by no views but 
the interefts of his fovereign, which he inflexibly purfued, his authority over 
her became every day more predominant. Ever cool himfelf, and uninfluenced 
by prejudice or affe'Cl:ion, he checked thofe fallies of paffion, and fometimes of 
caprice, to. which ihe was fubjecr ;, and if he failed of perfuading her in the firft 
movement, his perfeverance, and remonftrances, and arguments were fure a.t 

:!aft to recommend themfelves to her found diJcernment. The more credit h.e 
gained with his miftrefs, the more was he expofed to the envy of her other coun
fellors ; and as he had been fuppofed to adopt the interefts of the houfe of Suf
foik, whofe claim feemed to carry with it no danger to the prefent eftablifhmenr, 
his enemies, in oppofition to him, were naturally led to attach themfel ves to the 
~een of Scots. Elizabeth faw, without uneafinefs, this emulation among her 
courtiers, which ferved to augment her authority ; and tho' fhe fupported Cecil,. 
wherever matters came to extremity, and. diffipated every confpiracy againft him,. 
particularly one laid about. this time to have him thrown into the Tower on fome · 
pretence or other.t, fhe never gave him. fuch unlimited confidence as mig~t 
enable him entirely to crufh his ad verfaries. 

NoRFOLK, fenfible of the difficulty, which he mu!l: meet with in controling. 
Cecil's councils, efpecially where they concurred with the inclinations, as well as 
interefts of the ~een, durft not open to her his intentions of marrying the ~een. 
of Scots; but proceeded frill in the fame courfe of encreafing his intere!l: in rhe 
kingdom, and engaging more of the nobility to take part in his meafures. A 
letter was wrote to Mary by Leicefter, and figned by feveral men of the firfl: 
rank, recommending Norfolk for her hufband, and ftipulating conditions for the 

advantage pf both kingdoms; particularly, that fue lhould give fufficient furety 
to Elizabeth, and the heirs uf her body, for the free enjoyment of the:crown of
England ; that a perpetual league, offenfive and defenfive, be made between their
realms and fubjetl:s; that the proteftant religion be eftablifhed by law in Scotl?.nri;. 
and that fhe fhould grant an amnefi y to her reb. ls in that kingdom :j:. When . 
Mary returned a favomable anfwer to this application, Norfolk employed himfelf
with new ardour in the execution of his projeCt; and befides fecuring the interefls 

# Haynes, p. 5 3S'. ,~Camden, p~ 4'7· l Le!ley, P· 50. Camden, F· 4-20. 
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of many of the confiderable gentry and nobility who refided at court, he wrote 
letters to fuch as lived at their country feats, and poff'effed the greateft authority 
in the feveral counties !!. The Kings of France and Spain, who intere!:ted them
felves extremely in Mary's caule, were fecretly confulted, and expreifed their ap
probation of thefe meafures §. And tho' Elizabeth's confent was always fupfoled 
as a previous condrtion to the finilhing this alliance, it was apparently Norfdk's 
intention, when he proceeded fuch lengths without confulting her, to render hi-s 
puty fo fhong, that it fhould no longer be in her power to refute it*. · 

IT was impoffible, that fo extenfive a confpiracy could, entirely efcape the 
~ieen's vigilance ·and that of Cecil. She dropt feveral furmifes to the duke, 
by which he might learn, that f11e was acquainted with his defigns ; and lhe fre-

. q'Jently warned him to beware on what pillow he repofed his head t: But he 
never had the prudence or the courage to open to her his full intentions. Cer
tain intelr1gence of this dangerous combination was given her firll: by Leicell:er, 
then by Murray t, who, if ever he was fincere in promoting Norfolk's mar
riage, which is much to be fufpetl:ed, had at leaft propofed, for his own fafety 
and that of his party, that Elizabeth fhould, in reality as well as in appearance~ 
be entire arbiter of the conditions, and ihould not have her confent extorted 
by any confederacy of her own fubjetl:s. This information gave great alarm to 

the court of England ; and the more fo, as thofe intrigues were attended with 
other circumftances, of which, it is probable, Elizabeth was not wholly igno
·rant. 

AMoNG the nobility and gentry, that feemed to enter into Norfolk's views, 
there were many, who were zealouily attached to the catholic religion, who had 
no other defign than that of reftoring Mary to her liberty, and who would 
gladly, by a combination with foreign powers, or even at the expence of a civil 
war, have piaced her on the throne of England. The earls of Northumberland 
and Weftmoreland, who poffeffed great power in the north, were leaders of 
this party; and the former nobleman made offer to the ~een of Scots, by 
Leonard DaCl·es, brother to lord Dacres, that be would free her from con
finement, and convey her to Scotland, or any other place, to which rae lhould 
think proper to retire+· Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Stanley, fons to the earl 
.of Derby, Sir Thomas Gerard, Rolftone, and other gentlemen, whofe intereft 

II Le!ley, p. 6z. § Ibid. P· 63. * State Trials, vo!, i. p. Sz. t Camden, p. 420• 

S;:otiwood, p. Z}I· :t: Lefley, p. 71. It appears by Haynes, p._szi,5Z5, that~eenEJiza-
beth had heard rumours of Norfulk's deal;ng with Murray ; and charged the latter to inform her of 
the wboie truth, wh:ch he accordingly did. See alfo the earl of Murray·~ letter produced on Nor-
£olk\ triJl. + Leiley, p. 7D. 
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lay in the neighbourhood of the place where Mary refided, concurred in the f..'lme Chap. nr. 
views, and required, that, in order to facilitate the execution of the fcheme, a I s69. 

diverfion ·fhoulcl, in the mean time, be made from the fide of Flanders :j:. Nor-
folk difcouraged, and even in appearance fuppreffed, there confpiracies ; both 
becaufe his duty to Elizabeth would not allow him to think of effeCting his pur-
pofe by rebellion ; and becaufe he forefaw, that, if the Queen of S~ors came into 
the polfdlion of thefe men, the-y would rather cboofe for her hufband the King 
of Spain, or fome foreign prince, who bad power, as well as inclination, to re-
eflablilb the catho-lic religion *. 

WHEN men of honour and good principles, like the duke of Norfolk, engage 
in dangerous enterprizes, they are commonly fo unfortunate as to be criminal 
by halves; and while they balance bee ween the execution of their dcfigns and 
their remorfes, their fear of puni!hment and their hope of pardon, they render ' 
themfehres an eafy prey to their enemies. The duke, in order to reprefs the 
furmizes, fpread againlt him, fpoke contemptuouOy to Elizabeth of the Scots 
alliance; affirmed that his eftate in England was more valuable than the revenue 
of a kingdom .wafted by civil wars and faCtions ; and declared, that, when he 
amufed himfelf in his own tennis-court at Norwich amidft his friends and va!fals,. 
he efleemed himfelf at leafl a petty prince, and was fully contented with his con
dition t. Finding that he did not convince her by thefe amverations, and that 
he was looked on with a jealous eye by rhe courtiers, he retired to his country-feat 
without taking leave C!f. He foon after repented of this mea!ure, and fet out on 
his return to court, with a view of uGng every expedient to regain the ~een's 
good graces; but he was met at St. Albans by Fitz·gurer, lieutenant of the 
band of penfioners, by ,,..-hom he was conveyed to Burnham, three miles from 
Windfor, where the court then refided +· He was fo:m after committed to the 
Tower, under the cuftody of Sir Henry Nevill!· Lef1ey, bi!hop of Rofs, the 
~een of Scots's aml::a!fadOr", was examined and confronted with N orfoik before 
the council§. The earl of Pembroke was confined to his own boule: Arundel, 
Lumley, and Throcmorton were taken into cuftody. The ~een of Scots her
felf was removed to Coventry ; all accefs to her was, during fome time, more 
ftrictly prohibited~ and the vifcount Hereford was joined to the earls of Shrewfou-
ry and Huntingdon, in the office of guarding her. 

A R u Mou R liad been very generally diffufed in the north of an intended re• InfurreClions 

bell ion ; and the earl of Suffex, prefident of York, alarmed with the danger, fent in the nonh. 

t Lel1ey, p. g8. 
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Chap. nr. for Northumberland and \Vefimoreland, in ordtr to examine them; but not 
·
1
5

6
9· finding any proof againfi: them, he allowed them to depart. The report mean

while gained ground daily ; and many appearances of its reality being difco
vered, orders were difpatched by Elizabeth to thefe two noblemen, to appear at 
.court, and anfwer for their conduB: *. They had already proceeded fo far in their 
criminal defi.gm, th.at they dared not to trufi themfelves in her hands: They had 
prepared meafures for a rebellion ; had communicated their defi.gn to Mary and 
her minifl:ers t; had entered into a corrcfpondence with the duke of Alva, go
vernor of the Low Countries ; had obtained his promife of a reinforcement of 
troops_, and a fupply of arms and ammunition; and had prevailed on him to fend 
over to London Chiapini Vitelli, one of his mofl: famous captains, on pretence 
-of adjufiing fome .difference-s with the ~een, but in reality with a view of put
ting him at the head of the northern rebels. The fummons, fent to the two 
earls, precipitated .the riGng before they were fully prepared ; ;:i"nd Northumber
land remained in fufpence between oppofi.te dangers, when he was informed, that 
fome of his enemies were on the way with a commiffion to arrefl: him. He 
·took horfe ir:fl:antly, and hafl:ened to his affociate We(tmoreland, whom he .found 
furrounded with his friends and vaffals., and deliberating with regard to the mea
fures, which he fhould follow in the prefent emergence. They determined to 
begin the infurreB:ion without delay ; and the great credit of thefe two noblemen. 
with that zeal Jor the catholic religion, which fl:ill prevailed in the neighbourhood, 
foon drew together multitudes of the common people. They ptibli!hed a mani
:ftfio, in which they maintained, that they intended to attempt nothing againft 
the ~een, to whom they vowed unfhaken allegiance; and that their fole aim was 
to re-eftablifh the religion of their ancefiors, to remove evil counfellors, and to 
reftore the duke of Norfolk and other faithful peers to their liberty and to the 
~een's favour Jl. Their number amounted to four thoufand foot and fixteen 
hundred .hork, and they expeCted the concurrence of all the catholics in Eng
land j. 

THE ~1een was ,not negligent 1n her defence, an.d fhe had beforehand, from 
her prudent and wife conduCt, acquired the general good will of her peopie, the 
·b:::fl: fecurity of a fovereign ; infomuch that even the catholics in moil: counties ex
preffed an affection for her fervice-!-; and the duke cf Norfolk himfelf, tho' he 
had lofr her favom, and lay in confinement, was not wanting, as far as his fitu
·ation permitted, to promote the levies among his friends and retainers. Suffex., 

• Haynes, p. 552• t Jbid. P· 595· Strne, vol. ii. append. p. 30. MS. in the Advocate's 
I.ibrary from Cott. Lib. Cal. c. 9• II Ca-bbala, F· 1t9. Strype, vol. i, p. 5+7· .:j: Stow.e., 
p. 663. + Cabbala, p. I 70. Digges, p. 4~ 
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attend~d with the earls of Rutland, the lords Hunfdon, Evers, and Willoughby 
of Parham, marched againft the rebels at the head of feven thoufand men, and 
found them already advanced to the bifhopric of Durham, of which they had 
taken po1feffion. They retired before him to Hexham ; and hearing that the earl 
of Warwic and lord Clinton were advancing againft them with a greater body, 
they found no other expedient but to difperfe themfelves without -ftriking a blow. 
The common people retired to their houfes : The leaders fled into Scotland. 
Northumberland was found fkulking in that country, and was confined by Mur
ray to the caftle of Lochlevin. Weftmoreland received fhelter from the chief
tains of the Kers and Scots, partizans of Mary ; and perfuaded them to make an 
inroad into England, with a view of exciting a quarrel between the two king
doms. After they had committed great ravages, they retreated to their own 
country ; and Weftmoreland made his efcape into Flanders, where he was pro
teCted. This fudden and precipitate rebellion was followed foon after by ano
ther ftill more imprudent, raifed by Leonard Dacres. Lord Hunfdon, at the 
head of the garrifon of Berwick, was able, without other affiftance, to quell thefe 
rebels. Great feverity was exercifed againft thofe, who had taken part in thefe 
rafh enterprizes. Sixty-fix petty conftables were hanged * ; and no lefs than 
eight hundred perfons are faid, on the whole, to have fuffered by the hands 
of the executioner t. But the QEeen was fo well pleafed with Norfolk's be
haviour, that fhe releafed him from the Tower, allowed him to live under 
fome fhew of confinement in his own houfe, and only exaCted a promife from 
him not to proceed any farther in his pretenfions to marriage with the QEeen of 
Scots :j:. 

ELIZABETH now found that the detention of Mary in England was attended 
with all the ill confequences, which fhe had forefeen when fhe firll: embraced that 
meafure. This latter princefs recovering, by means of her misfortunes and her 
own natural good fenfe, from that delirium, in which fhe feems to have been 
thrown during her attachment to Bothwel, had behaved with fuch modefty and 
judgment, and even dignity, that every one, who approached her, was charmed 
with her demeanor ; and her friends were enabled, on fome plaufible grounds, to 
deny the reality of all thofe crimes, which had been imputed to her II· The 
compaffion for her fituation, and the neceffity of effeCting her relief, proved an 
incitement among all her partizans to be active in promoting her caufe ; and as 
her delivery from captivity, it was thought, could nowife be effeCted but by 

* Camden, p. 423. t LeJJ.ey, p. 82. t Ibid. p. 98. Camden, p. 429. Haynes, 
p. 597· II Lelley, p. 232. Haynes, p. 511, 548. 
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attempts, dangerous to the efl:ablifhed government, Elizabeth had reafon to ex-
pee( little tranquillity fo long as the Scottifh OEeen remained a prifoner in her 
hands. But as this inconvenience had been preferred to the danger of allowing 
that princefs to enjoy her liberty, and to feek relief in all the catholic courts of 
Europe, it behoved the ~1een to fupport the meafure which fhe had adopted, and 
to guard by every prudent expedient againft the mifchiefs to which it was expo~ 
ftd. She frill flattered Mary with hopes of her protection, maintained an ambi
guous conduct between that ~een and her enemies in Scotland, negotiated per
petu,;lly concerning the terms of her refl:oration, made conftant profeffions of 
friendfhip to her ; and by thefe artifices endeavoured both to prevent her from 
making any defperate efforts. for her delivery, and to fatisfy the French and Spa
nifh amba!fadors, who never intermitted their felicitations, fometimes accompa
nied with menaces, in her favour. This deceit was received with the fame deceit 
by the Qpeen of Scots : Profeffions of confidence were returned by profeffions 
equally infincere: And while an appearance of friendfhip was maintained on both 
fides, the animofity and jealoufy, which had long prevailed between them, was
every day becoming more inveterate and incurable. Thefe two princeffes, in ad
drefs, capacity, aCtivity, and fpirit, were nearly a match for each other; but un
happily, Mary, befides her prefent forlorn condition, was always inferior in per
fonal conduct and difcretion, as well as in power, to her illufhious rival. 

ELIZABETH and :J\1ary \vrote at the fame time letters to the regent. The 
~een of Scots defired, that her marriage with Bothwel might be examined, and 
a divorce be legally pronounced between them. The ~een of England gave 
Murray the choice of three conditions ; that Mary fhould be reftored to her 
dignity on certain terms ; that fbe fhou!d be alfociated with her fon, and the ad
rniniftration remain in the regent's h.and:>, till the young prince fhould come to· 
years of difcretion; or that ihe fhould be allowed to live at liberty as a priv(!.te 
perfon in Scotland, a::1d have an honourable fettlement made in her favour*. 
Murray fummoned a convention, in order to deliberate on thefe propofals of the 
two Queens. No anfwer was made by them to Mary's Jetter, on pretence that fhe
had there maintained the fty Je of a fovereign, addreffing herfelf to her fubjeets ;. 
but in reality, becaufe they faw that her requefl: was calculated to prepare the 
way for a marriage with Norfolk, or fome powerful prince, who· could fuppon
her caufe, and reftore her to the throne. They replied to Elizabeth, that the 
two former conditions were fo derogatory to the royal authority of their prince, 
th~t they could not fo much as deliberate concerning them : The third alone 

* MSS. in the Advocate's libmy. A. 3· z9. p. 137• from Cott. Lib. al. c. 1. 
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could be the fubjetl: of treaty. It was evident, that Elizabeth, in propofing 
conditions fo unequal in their importance, invited the Scots to a refufal of thofe 
which were rnoft advantageous to Mary; and as it was difficult, if not impoffible, 
to adjuft all the terms of the third, fo as to render it fecure and eligible to all par-
ties, it was concluded that ihe was not fincere in any of them :j:. , 

IT is pretended, that Murray had entered into a private negociation with the 1 57 0, 

~een, to get Mary delivered into his hands 11 ; and as Elizabeth found the de-
tention of her in England fo dangerous, it is probable, that fhe would have been 
pleafed, on any honourable or fafe terms, to rid herfelf of a prifoner who gave 
her fo much inquietude t. But all thefe projects vanilhed by the fudden death of 2 3 January, 

the regent, who was affaffinated, in revenge of a private injury, by a gentleman Affaffination 

of the name of Hamilton. Murray was a perfon of confiderable vigour, ability, of the earl of 

and conftancy; but tho' he was not unfuccefsful, during his regency, in com- Munay. 

pofing the diffentions in Scotland, his talents fhone out more eminently in the 
beginning than in the end of his life. His manners were rough and auftere; and 
he poffeffed not that perfeCt integrity, which frequently accompanies, and can 
alone atone for, that unamiable character. 

BY t:. e death of the regent, Scotland relapfed into its former anarchy. Mary's 
party affembled together, and made themfelves mafters of Edinburgh. The 
caftle, commanded by Kirkaldy of Grange, feemed to favour her caufe ; and as 
.many of the principal nobility had embraced that fide, it became probable, tho• 
the people were in general averfe to her, that her authority might again acquire 
the afcendant. To check its progrefs, Elizabeth difpatched Suffex, with an ar
my, to the North, under colour ·of chaftizing the ravages committed by the 
borderers. He en.tered Scotland, and laid wafte the lands Q[ the Kers and Scots, 
feized the caftle of Hume, and committed hoftilities on all Mary's partizans, 
who, he faid, had offended his miftrefs~ by harbouring the Englifh rebds. Sir 
William Drury was afterwards fent with a body of troops, and he threw down 
the houfes of the Hamil tons, who were engaged in the fame faCtion. The Eng
lilh armies were afterwards recalled by agreement with the Qyeen of Scots, who 

:j: Spotfwood, p. 230, 231. Lefley, p. 71. II Camden, p. 425. Le!Jey, p. 83. 
t By Murden's State Papers, publiihed after the printing of this paffag.~, it appears, that an agree

ment had been mad;: between Elizabeth and the regent for the delivery of Mary. The ~een after
wards fent down Killigrew to the earl of Marre, when regent, offe1ing to deliver up Mary to him~ 
Killigrew was intrufted to take good feci1ri~y fram the regent, that that Qzeen ihould be tried for her 
crimes, and that the fentence i110uld be executed upon her. It appears thc.t Marre refufed the offer; 
.becaufe we hear no more.of it. 

promifed 

• 
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Chap. TIL promifed that no French troops fhould be introduced into Scotland, and that 
157°- the Engli.fh rebels fhould be delivered up to the ~een by her partizans*. 

BuT tho' the Ql}een, covering herfelf with the pretence of revenging her own 
quarrel, fo far contributed to fupport the party of the young King, !he was 
cautious not to declare openly againfl: the Q.Eeen of Scots ; and fhe even fent a 
requeft, which was equal to a command, to the enemies of that princefs, not 
to elect, during fome time, a regent in the place of Murray t. Lenox, the 
King's grandfather, was, therefore, chofen temporary governor, under the title 
of Lieutenant. Hearing afterwards, that Mary's partizans> infl:ead of deliver
ing up Wefl:moreland, and the other fugitives, as they had promifed, had allow .. 
ed them to efcape into Flanders; fhe permitted the King's party to give Le
nox the title of regent t, and fhe fent Randolf, as her refident, to· maintain 
a correfpondence with him. But notwithfl:anding this ftep, taken in favour of 
Mary's enemies, fhe never laid afide her ambiguous conduct, or quitted the pre~ 
tenfions of amity to that princefs. Being importuned by the bifhop of Rofs-, 
and her other agents, as well as by foreign ambaffadors, !he twice procured a 
fufpenfion of arms between the Scots- factions, and by that means ftopped the 
hands of the regent, who was likely to obtain advantages over the oppolite par'
ty 11·- By thefe feeming contrarieties fhe kept alive the factjons in Scotland, in
creafed their mutual animofity, and rendered the whole country a fcene of devafta .. 
tion and of mifery +· She had no intention to conquer the kingdom, and con
fequently no intereft nor deflgn to infl:igate the parties againft each other; 
but this confequence was an accidental effect of her cautious politics, by which 
1he was engaged, as far as poffible, to. keep on good terms with the 0!:1een of 
Scots, and never to violate the appearances of friendfhip with her, at leaft thofe 
of neutrality§. 

THE better to amufe Mary with. the prof pea of an accommodation, Cecil and 
Sir Walter Mildway were fent to her., with propofals from Elizabeth. The 
terms were fomewhat rigorous,. fuch as a captive Queen might expect from a 
jealous rival; and they thereby bore the greater appearance of fincerity on the 

• Lefley, p, 9'· t Spotfwood, p. 240. t Ibid. p. 24r. II Ibid. p. 243, 
+Crawford, p. 136. 

§ Sir James- Melvil, p. 108, 109, afcribes to Elizabeth a pofitive defign of animating the Swts 
faEtions againft each other; but his evidence is too inconfiderable to counterbalance many other au
thorities, and is, indeed, contrary to her fubfequent conduCt, as well as her interefts, and the neceffity 
of her fituation. It was plainly her interefl-.., that the King's party iliould prevail, and nothing could 
have engaged her to ftop their progrefs, or even forbear from openly affifting them, but her intention 
of ftill amu:fing the ~een of Scots, by the hopes of being peaceably refiored to her throne. See 
farther, Strype, vol. ii. A ppen. p. zo. 

5 part 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

part of the Englifh court. It was required, that the ~een of Scots, befides Chap. nr.. 
renouncing all title to the crown of England during the life-time of Elizabeth, 1 57°~ 

fhould make a perpetual league, offenfive and defenfive, between the kingdoms ; 
that fhe fhould marry no Englifhman without Elizabeth's confent, no-r any other 
perfon wichout the confent of the ftates of Scotland ; that redrefs 1hould be made 
for the late ravages committed in England ; that juftice 1hould be executed on 
the murderers of the late King; that the young prince fhould be fent into Eng-
land, to be educated there ; that fix hoftages, all of them noblemen, fhould be 
delivered to the OEeen of England, with the caftle of Hume, and fome other 
fortrefs, for the fecurity of performance*. Such were the conditions upon which 
Elizabeth promifed to contribute her endeavours towards the refl:oration of the 
depofed ~een. The neceffity of Mary's affairs obliged her to confent to them ; 
and the Kings of France and Spain, as well as the pope, when confulted by her; 
approved of her conduct; chiefly on account of the civil wars by which all Eu-
rope was at that time agitated, and which incapacitated the catholic princes from 
giving her any affiftance t. 

ELIZABETH's commiffioners propofed alfo to Mary a plan of accommodation 
with her fubjeB:s in Scotland ; and after fome reafoning on that head, it was 
agreed,. that the ~een fhould require Lenox, the regent, to fend up commiffi
oners, to treat of conditions under her mediation. The partizans of Mary boaft'
ed, that all terms were fully fettled with the court of England, and that the 
Scots rebels would foon be conftrained to fubmit to the reftoration of their fove• 
reign : But Elizabeth took care that thefe rumours 1hould meet with no credir, 
and that the king's party 1hould not be dilcouraged, nor fink too low in their 
demands. Cecil wrote to inform the regent, that all the ~een of England 7s 
propofals, fo far from being fixed and irrevocable, were to be difcuffed anew in 
the conference ; and defired him to fend commiffioners, who 1hould be confi:ant 
to the King's caufe, and cautious not to make conceffions which might be preju
dicial to their party :f:. Suffex alfo, in his letters, dropped hints to the fame 
purpofe; and Elizabeth herfelf faid to the abbot of Dunfermling; whom Lenox 
had fent to the court of England, that 1he would not infift on Mary's reftoration, 
provided the Scots could make the juftice of their caufe appear to her fatisfatl:ion ;, 
and that even, if their reafons fhould fall fhort of full conviction, 1he would take: 
effectual care to provide for their future fecurity It: 

T~E Scots ~arliament app?inted the earl of Morton, the Abbot of Durr-
157 

~, 
fermlmg, and S1r James Macgdl to manage the tre<tty. Thefe commiffioners firfl: Iff of 1\hrch •. 

* Spotfwood, p. 245. Lefley, 101. 

ll Ibid,, P· Ztj-7, 2+8, 
t Ldley, p. rog, &c. t Spotfwood, p. 245. 
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prefented memorials, containing reafons for the cicpoGtion of their ~een ; and 
they feconded their arguments, with examples drawn from the Scots hiflory, 
wi:h the authority of laws, and with the fent1ment3 of many famous divines. 
The lofty ideas, which Elizabeth had entertained of the abfolute, indefeizable 
right of fovereigns, F:ade her be fhocked with thefe republican topics ; and fhe 
told the Scots comm:ilioners, that fhe was nowife fatisfied with their reafons for 
ju{l:ifying the conduCt of their countrymen ; and that they might therefore pro· 
ceed to open the conditions, which they required for their fecurity *. They 
replied, that their commillion did not empower them to treat of any terms, which 
might infringe the title and fovereignty of their young king ; but they would 
gladly hear whatever propofals fhould be made them by her majefty. The con
ditions, recommended by the Queen, were not difadvantageous to Mary ; but as 
the commiffioners frill infifl:ed, that they were not authorized to treat, in any 
manner, concerning the refl:oration of that Princefs t, the conferences were ne
ceffarily at an end ; and Elizabeth difmiffed the Scots commiffioners with in
junCtions, that they fhould return, after having procured more ample powers 
from their Parliament :j:. The bifhop of Rofs complained openly to the Engliih 
council, that they had abufed his mifl:refs by fair promifes and profeffions ; and 
Mary herfelf was no longer at a lofs to judge of Elizabeth's infincerity. By rea
fon of thefe dif.1ppointments, matters came flill nearer to extremity between 
the two Princeffes; and the Q!een of Scots, finding all her hopes eluded, wai 
more ftrongly incited to make, at all hazards, every poffible attempt for her li
berty and fecuricy. 

AN incident alfo happened about this time, which tended to widen the breach 
between Mary and Elizabeth, and to encreafe the vigilance and jealoufy of the 
latter Princefs. Pope Pius the fifth, who had fucceeded Paul, after having en
deavoured in vain to conciliate' by gentle means the friend !hip of Elizabeth, 
whom his predeceffor's violence had irritated, iffued at !aft a bull of excommu
nication againfl: her, deprived her of all title to the crown, and abfolved her fub
jecrs from their oaths of allegiance 1\. It feems probable, that this attack on 
the ~een's authority was made in concert with Mary, who intended by that 
means to forward the northern rebellion ; a meafure, which was at that time pro
;j~fced §. John Felton affixed this bull to the gates of the bi!hop of London's 
palace ; and [corning either to fly or deny the faCt, he was feized, and con
(iemned, and received the crown of martyrdom, for which he appears to have 
.entertained fo violent an ambition -(.. 

* Spotfwoo::l, p. z4?, 249• t Haynes, p. 6z3. t Spotfwood, p. 249, 250, &c. Leiley,. 
1'· 133, I3G· c,mden, p. 43'· 432· . II Camden, p. 427. § Ibid. P· 44'' from 
~aietanus ,Life of Pi!ls the fifth. + Ibid. p. 428. · 
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A NEW Parliament, after five years interval, was affembled at Weftminfter; Chap. nr. 
and as the Queen, by the rage of the pope againft her, was become frill more rs7r. 

the head of the ruling party, it might be expec1:ed, both from this incident and Azdpof
1
_April. 

ar Jament. 
from her own prudent and vigorous conduct, that her authority over the two 
houfes would be abfolutely uncontrouleable. It was fo in fact; yet is it remark,. 
able, that it prevailed not without fome fmall oppoGtion ; :md that too arifing 
chiefly from the height of zeal for proteftantirm ; a difpofition of the Englifh) 
which, in general, contributed extremely to encreafe the ~Jeen's popularity. 
We fhall be fomewhat particular in relating the tranfatl:ions of this feilion, be-
caufe they ihow, .as well the extent of the royal power during that age, as the 
difpofition of Elizabeth and the genius of her government. It will be curious 
alfo to obferve the faint dawnings of the fpirit of liberty in the Englifh, the jea-
loufy with which that fpirit was repreffed by the fovereign, the imperious conduCl: 
which was maintained in oppofition to ir, and the eafe with which it was fubdued. 
by this arbitrary Princefs~ 

THE Lord-keeper, Bacon, after the fpeaker of the commons was elected, told 
the Parliament, in the ~een's name, that ihe enjoined them not to meddle with 
any matters of ftate t: Such was his expreffion ; by which he probably meant, 
the quefiions of the QEeen's marriage and the fucceillon, about which they had 
before given her fome trouble : For as to the other great points of government, 
aliiances, peace and war, or foreign negotiations; no Parliament in that age ever 
ventured to take them under confideration, or que(l:ion, in thefe particulars, the: 
conduct of their fovereign. 

IN the former Parliament, the puritans had introduced (even bills for a far
ther reformation in religion ; but they had not been able to prevail in any one of 
them :j:. This houfe of commons had fat a very few days, when Stricland, a 
member, revived one of the bills, that for the amer.dment of the liturgy 11. The 
chief objeCtion, which he men::ioned, was the fign of the cro(s in baptifm. Ano
ther member added, the kneeling at the facrament; and remarked, that if a pof
ture of humiliation was requiGte in that ncr of devotion, it were better, that the 
communicants fhould throw themfelves profirar:: on the ground, in order to keep 
at· the wideft difl:ance from former fupedtition *. 

RELIGION was a point, of which Elivbeth was, if poffible, fi.ill more jea
lous than of matters of fi:ate. She pretended, that, in quality of fupreme head or 
governor of the church, ibe was fully empowered, by her prerogative alone, to 
decide all quefiions which might arife with regard todoCl:rine, difcip!!ne, or \vor
:(hip ; and fhe never would allow her Parliaments fo much as to take thefe points, 

;; D'Ewcs, P· Ifi. :t: Ibid,, P• 185. II Ib:d. p. rs6, 157· ij< Ibid. F· 167. 
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Ch III into confideration *. The courtiers forgot not to in lift on this topic : The . ap. • ...., 
1 5i 1 • trcafurer of the houfhold, tho' he allowed, chat any herefy might be condemn-

ed by Parliament, (a conceffion which feems to have been very rafh and unguard
ed ; fince the act, invefiing the crown with the fupremacy, or rather recognizing 
that prerogative, gave the fovereign full power to reform all herefies) yet he 
affirmed, that it belonged to the ~een alone, as head of the church, to regu
late every quefl:ion of ceremony in worfhip f. The comptroller feconded this 
argument; inlifted on the extent of the ~een's prerogative; and faid, that the 
houfe might, from former examples, have taken warning not to meddk with 
fLtch matters. One Piftor oppofed thefe remonftrances of the co .. urtiers. He was 
fcandalized, he faid, that atfairs of fuch infinite confequence (viz. kneeling anci 
making the Ggn of the crofs) ihould be paifed over fo lightly. Theie queftions 
he added, concern the falvation of our fouls, and intereft every one of us more 
deeply than the monarchy of the whole world. This caufe he ihewed to be God's; 
the reft were all but terrene, yea trifles in comparifon, call you them ever fo great : 
S.ublidies, crowr.s, kingdoms, he knew not what weight they had, when laid in 
the balance with fubjects of fuch unfpeakable importance t. Tho' the zeal of 
this member feems to have been highly approved of, the houfe, over-awed by 
the prerogative, voted upon the queftion, that a petition fhould be prefented to 
her majefty, for her licence to proceed farther in this bill ; and in the mean time 
to ftop all debate or reafoning concerning it[[. 

MATTERS wo.uld probably have refted here, had not the ~1een been fo highly 
offended with Stricland's prefumption, in moving the bill for reformation of the 
liturgy, that ihe fent for him to the council, and prohibited him thenceforth to 

appear in the houfe of commons+· That act of power was too violent even for 
this fubmiffive Parliament to endure. Carleton took notice of the matter, com
plained that the liberties of the houfe were violated ; obferved that Stricland was 
not a private man, but reprefented a multitude ; and moved, that he might be 
fent for, and if he was guilty of any offence, might anfwer for it at the bar of 
the houfe, which he infinuated to be the only competent tribunal**· Yelverton 
enforced the principles .of liberty with ftil1 greater boldnefs. He faid, that the 
precedent was dangerous: And tho' in this happy time of lenity, among fo many 
good and honourable perfonages as were at prefent invefted with authority, no
thing of extremity or injury was to be apprehended; yet the times might alter; 
what now is permitted, hereafter might be conftrued as duty, and might be en-

"' D'Ewes, p. 15 8. t Ibid. p. 166. t Ibid. 
F· I7S· ~· Ibid. 

II Ibid. P· J67. .J. Ibid. 

forced 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

forced even on the ground of the prefent permiffion. He added, that all matters Chap. IIr~ 
not treafonable, or which implied too much derogation of the imperial crown, might> l5?I. 

without offence, be introduced into Parliament; where every quefiion that con-
cerned the community, mufl: be confidered, and where even the right of the 
crown itfelf mufl: finally be determined. He remarked, that men fat not in that 
houfe in their private capacities, but as elected by their country; and tho' it was 
proper, that the prince ihould retain his prerogative, yet was that prerogative 
limited by law : As rhe fovereign could not of himfelf make laws, neither could 
he break them, merely from his own authority*. 

THESE principles were popular, and noble, and generous ; but the open alfer
tion of them was, at that time, fomewhat new in England : And the courtiers 
were more warranted by prefent practice, when they advanced a contrary doctrine. 
The treafurer warned the houfe to be cautious in their proceedings ; neither to 
venture farther than their alfured warrant might extend, nor hazard their good 
opinion with her Majefl:y in any doubtful caufe. The member, he faid, whom 
they required, was not detained on account of any liberty of fpeech, but for ex
hibiting a bill in the houfe againft the prerogative of the ~1een ; a temerity which 
was not to be tolerated. And he concluded with obferving, that even fpeeches 
made in that houfe have been quefl:ioned and examined by the fovereign t. Cleere, 
another member, remarked, that the fovereign's prerogative is not fo much as 
difputable, and that the fafety of the Queen is the fafety of the fubjeB:s. He 
added, that, in quef.lions of divinity, every man was for his inftrutl:ion to re
pair to his ordinary; and he feems to infinuate, that the bifhops themfelves, for 
their inil:ruCl:ion, muft repair to- the ~1een :j:. Mr. Fleetwood obferved, that, in 
his memory, he knew a man, who, in the fifth of the prefent ~1een, had been 
called to account for a fpeech in· the houfe. But left this example fhould be 
feemed too recent, he would inform them, from the parliament rolls, that in 
the reign of Henry the fifth, a bifhop was committed to prifon by the King's 
command, on account of his freedom of fpeech; and the Parliament prefumed 
not to go farther than to be humble fuitors for him : In the fubfequent reign, the 
fpeaker himfelf was committed, with another member; and the houfe found no 
other remedy than a like fubmiffive application. He advifed the houfe to have 
recourfe to the fame expedient ; and not to prefume, either to fend for their mem
ber, or demand him as of right II· During this fpeech, thofe members of the 
council who fat in the houfe, whifpered together ; upon which the fpeaker 
moved, that the houfe fhou ld make ftay of all farther proceedings :~A motion 

*' D'EweF, p. 175, 176. t Ibid. p. 175. 
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which was immediately complied with. The QEeen, finding th~t the experiment 
which fhe had made, was likely to excite a great commotion, faved her honour 
by this filence of the houfe; and that the queftion might no more be refumed, 
1he fent next day to Stricland her permiffion to give his attendance in Parlia
ment*. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this rebuke from the throne, the zeal of the commons 
frill engaged them to continue the difcuffion of thofe other bills which regarded 
religion ; but they were interrupted by a frill more arbitrary proceeding of the 
Q_:leen, in which the lords condefcended to be her inftrument. That houfe fent: 
a meffage to the commons, defiring that a committee might attend them. Some 
members were accordingly appointed for that purpofe ; and the upper houfe in
formed them, that the ~een's majefty being informed of the articles of reforma
tion which they had canvaffed, approved of them, intended to pubJifh them, 
and to make the bifhops execute them, by virtue of her regal authority, as fu
preme head of the church of England : But that fhe would not permit them to 
be treated of in Parliament t. The houfe, tho' they did not entirely ftop pro
ceedings on account of this injunction, feem to have been nowife offended at fuch 
haughty treatment ; and in the iffue all their bills came to nothing. 

A MOTION, made by Robert Bell, a puritan, againft an exclufive patent grant
ed to a company of merchants at Briftol t, gave alfo occafion to fome remark
able incidents. The QEeen, fome days after the motion was made, fent her or
ders, by the mouth of the fpeaker, commanding the houfe to fpend little time
in motions, and to avoid long fpeeches. All the members underftood that Ihe 
had been offended, becaufe a matter had been moved which feemed to touch her 
prerogative §. Fleetwood accordingly fpoke of this delicate fubjeB:. He ob'
f::rved, that the ~een had a prerogative of granting patents ; that to queftion 
the validity of any patent, was to invade the royal prerogative; that all foreign 
trade was entirely fubjeEted to the pleafure of the fovereign ; that even the ftatute 
which gave liberty of commerce, admitted of all prohibitions from the crown; 
and that the prince, when he granted an exclufive patent,. only employed the 
power veft:ed in him, and prohibited all others from dealing in any particular 
branch of commerce. He quoted the Clerk of the Parliament's book, to prove, 
that no man might fpeak in Parliament of the ftatute of wills, unlefs the King 
firft gave licence; becaufe the royal prerogative in the wards was thereby touch
ed. He fhewed likewife the ftatutes of E:_\ward thc> firfl:, Edward the third, and 
Henry the fourth, with a faving of the pr~rogative. And in Edward the fixth's 

• D'Ewes, p. 176. t Ibid. p. t8o, 185. 
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time, the protector was applied to, for his allowance to mention matters of pre- Chap. nr. 
rogative *· 1 57 1

• 

SrR Humphrey Gilbert, the ga-llant fea-adventurer, carried thtfe topics ftill 
farther. He endeavoured to prove, the mo~ion made by Bell, to be a nin de
vice, and perilous to be treated of; fince it tended to the derogation of the pre-· 
rogative imperial, which, whoever fhould attempt fo much as in fancy, could 
not, he faid, be otherwife accounted than an open enemy. For what difference 
is there between faying, that the QEeen is not to ufe the privilege of the crown, 
and faying that fhe is not ~1een ? And tho' experience has fhewn fo much cle
mency in her majefty, as might, perhaps make the fubjetts forget their duty; 
it is not good to fport or venture too much with princes. He remembered them 
of the fable of the hare, who, upon the proclamation, that all horned beafts 
ihould depart the court, immediately fled, left his ears fhould be conftrued to 
be horns ; and by this apologue he feems to infinuate, that even thofe who heard 
or permitted fuch dangerous fpeeches, would not themfelves be entirely free from 
danger. He defired them to beware, left, if they meddled farther with thefe 
matters, the ~een might look to her own power, and finding herfelf able to 
fupprefs their challenged liberty, and to exert an arbitrary authority, :night imi
tate the example of Lewis the eleventh of France, who, as he termed it, deli
vered the crown from wardfhip t. 
TH~ this fpeech gave fome difgufr, no body, at the time, replied any thing, 

but that Sir Humphrey mi.ftook the meaning of the houfe, and of the member 
who made the motion : They never had other purpofe, than to reprefent their 
grievances i11 due and feemly form unto her majefty. But, in a fubfequent de
bate, Peter Wentworth, a man of a fuperior free fpirit, called that fpeech an in
fult on the houfe ; noted Sir Humphrey's difpofition to flatter and fawn on the 
prince; compared him to the cameleon, which can change itfelf into all colours, 
except white; and recommended to the houfe, a due care of liberty of fpeech, 
and of the privileges of Parliament :j:, It appears, on the whole, that the mo
tion againft the exclufive patent had no effeCt. Bell; the member who firft in
troduced it, was fent for' by the council, and was feverely reprimanded for his 
temerity. He returned to the houfe with fuch an amazed countenance, that all 
the members, well informed of the reafon, were ftruck with terror; and during 
fome time, no one durfr rife to fpeak of any matter of importance, for fear of 
giving offence to the ~een and the council. Even after the fears of the com
mons v/ere fomewhat abated, the members fpoke with extreme precaution; i-nd 

• D'Ewes, p. x6o. t Ibid. p. 168. t Ibid. p. '75· 
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by employing moft of their difcourfe in preambles and apologies, they fhewed' 
their confcious terror of the rod which was hanging over them. Wherever any 
delicate point was touched, tho' ever fo gently; nay, feemed to be approached, 
tho' <t ever fo great a diftance, the whifper ran about the houfe, " The ~een 
" will be offended ; the council will be extremely difpleafed :" And by thefe fur
mizes men were warned of the danger to which they expofed themfelves. It is 
remarkable, that the patent which the ~een defended with fuch imperious vio
lence, was com rived for the profit of four courtiers, and was attended with the 
utter ruin of feven or eight thoufand of her induftrious fubjecrs *. 

THus every thing which paffed the two houfes, was extremely. refpeB:ful and 
fubmiffive; yet did the Qgeen think it incumbent on her, at the conclufion of 
the feffion, to check, and that with great 1everity, thofe feeble efforts for liberty, 
which had appeared in the motions and fpeeches of fome members. The lord 
keeper told the commons, in her majefty's name, that, tho' the majority of the 
lower houfe had !hewed themfel ves, in their proceedings; difcreet and dutiful, 
yet a few of them had difcovered a cont_rary character, and had juftly merited 
the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous : Contrary to their duty, 
both as fubj Cts and parliament-men, nay contrary to the exprefs injunctions 
given them from the throne at the beginning of the feffion ; injunctions, which 
it might well have become them to have better attended to ; they had prefumed 
to call in queftion her majefty's grants and prerogatives. But her majefty warns 
them, that fince they will thus wilfully forget themfelves, they are otherwife to 
be admoniilied : Some other fpecies of correction mufr be found for them ; fince 
neither the commands of her majefly, nor the example of their wifer brethren, 
can reclaim their audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous folly, by which they are, 
thus led to meddle with what no way belongs to them, and what lies not within: 
the compafs of their underfranding t. 

IN all thefe tranfaB:ions appears clearly the opinion which Elizabeth had en· 
tertained of the duty and auth( rity of Parliaments. They were not to canvafs 
any matters of ftate: Still lefs were they to meddle with the church. ~efrions 
of either kind were far abuve their reach, and were appropriated to the prince 
alone, or to thofe councils and mir ifters with whom he was pleafed to entruft 
them. \Vhat then was the office of Parliaments? They might give directions 
for the due tanning of leather, or milling of cloth ; for the prefervation ef phea
£mrs and partridges; for the rep ration of bridges and high-ways; for the pu
nifhment of vagabonds or como 011 b,ggars. Regulations concerning the police 
~f tt.e country came properly under thdr infpection ; and the laws of this kind 

* U'Ewes, P• 242. t Ibid, p. 151. 
which 
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which they prefcribed, had, if not a greater, yet a more durable authority, than Chap" JU. 

thofe derived folely from the proclamations of the fovereign. Precedents or re- 1 51 1 • 

ports could fix a rule for ~leLiGons in private property, or the puni!hment of 
crimes ; but no alteration or 'nnovation in the municipal law could proceed from 
any other fource than the Parl1arnent; nor would the courts of juftice be induced 
to change their dlablifhed pra(tice by an order of council. But the moft ac

ceptable part of p .rliamentary ~ranfaCt:ions was the granting of fubfidies ; the 
attainting and pum!hing the obnoxious nobility, or any minifter of ftate after his 

fall; the countenancing fuch great efforts 9f power, as might be deemed fame-
what exceptionJble, when they proceeded entirely from the fovereign. The re-
drefs of grievanct"s was fometimes promifed to the people; but feldom could have 
plaet·, wi-·Ik it was Jn eftablifhed rule, that the prerogatives of the crown mufi: 
no~ be abndged, or fo much as queftioned and examined in Parliament. Even 
tho' monopolies aml exclufive companies had already reached an enormous height, 
and were every day encreafing, to the deft ruCtion of all-lioerty; and extincbon of 
all induftry; it was criminal in-a member to propofe, in the moft dutiful ancL 
regul.ar manner, a p.uliarnentary application agatoft any of them. 

THE&E maxims of government were not kept fecret by Elizabeth, or fmoorhed· 
over by any fair appearances or plauGble pretences. They were openly avowed 
in her fpeeches and mdfages to Parliament ; and were accompanied with all the 
haugh:1nefs, nay fomenmes bitternefs of expreffion, which the meaneft fervant 
could look' for from h1s offended mafter. Yet notwithfl:anding this conduct, 
B Iizabeth , ontin ued to be r he moft popular fovereign that ever f wa yed the fceprre 
of Engla. d; bc-cauft- the m Xims of her reign were conformable to the principles 
of the times, and to th~ opwion ~hich was generally entertained with regard to 
the confti Lllion. The coo11nued encroacl4mems ot popular affemblies on Eliza
b:lh's fucceffors have !o changed our idea's of thefe matters, that the paffages. 

above-mentivned appear to us extremely curious, .and even at fir(l: furprizing ; 
but lbey were h liwe remar:~ed, during the rime, that neither Camden, tho' a 
contemporary writer, nor any other hiftorian, has taken any notice of them. So 
ar tolute was the authority of rhe crown, that the precious fpark of liberty. had 
be: n ,, incllecl, and was prtferved, by the puritans alone; and it was to this fecr,. 
~hole j)r!n if les appec1r fo frivolo ,g. and habits fo ndiculous, that the Engli!h 
owe r:,e wl~·,;e freedom of their.confiitution •. Aetuat,:d Py that ?:eal which ~e-

1 ·''6s to in. '.vato"s, and by the courage which enthuGafm infpires, they hazarded 
t:~ · r m ft ir.d·; ·anon of rheir fovt·rcign; and employing all their indufiry ro 
L deded inw .P<:~rliamt:nt; a matter nm dlflicult, while a feat was rather re~arded. 
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as a burthen than ~n advantage*; they firft acquired a majority in that affembly, 
and then obtained an afcendant over the church and monarchy. 

THE following were the principal laws enaCl:ed this feffion of Parliament. It 
was declared treafon, during the life-time of the Queen, to affirm, that fhe was 
not the lawful fovereign, or that any other po!fe!fed a better title, or that fhe was 
a heretic, fchifmatic, or infidel, or that the laws and fl:atutes cannot limit and de
termine the right of the crown and the fucce!for thereof: To maintain in writing 
or printing, that any perfon, except the natural i.ffue of her body, is or ought to 
be the ~een's heir or fucce!for, fubjetl:ed the perfon and all his abettors, for 
the firfl: offence, to imprifonment during a year, and to the forfeiture of half their 
goods: The fecond offence fubjeCl:ed them to the penalty of a premunire t. 
This law was plainly leveled againfr the ~een of Scots ~nd her partizans; and 
implyed an avowal, that Elizabeth never intended to declare her fucce!for. It 
may be noted, that the ufual phrafe of lawful ijfue, which the Parliament thought 
indecent towards the Q9een, as if fhe could be fuppofed to have any other, was 
changed into that of natural ijfue. But this alteration was the fource of great ri
dicule during the time; and fome perfons fufpeCl:ed a deeper defign, as if Leicefter 
intended, in cafe of the ~een's death, to produce fame baftard of his own, and 
affirm that he was her offspring :f:. 

IT was alfo enaCl:ed, that whofoever by bulls fhall publith abfolutions or other 
refcripts of the pope, or fhall by means of them reconcile any man to the church 
of Rome, fuch offenders, as well as thofe who were fo reconciled, fhould be 
guilty of treafon. The penalty of a premunire was impofed on e,very one who 
imported any .Agnus Dei, crucifix, or fuch other implement of fuperftition, con
fecrated by the pope §. The former laws againfr taking intereft, which was de
nominated ufury, were enforced by a new ftatute +· A fupply of one fubfidy 
and two fifteenths was granted by Parliament. The ~een, as fhe was deter
mined to yield to them none of her power, was very cautious of afking them 
for any fupplies. She endeavoured, either by a rigid frugality to make her ordi
nary revenues fuffice for the neceffities of the crown, or fhe employed her prero
gative and acqttired money by the granting of patents~ monopolies, or by fame 
Juch ruinous expedient. 

THo' Elizabeth po!feffed fuch uncontrouled authority over her parliaments, 
and fuch extenlive influence over her people; tho' during a courfe of thirteen 

• It appeared this feffion, that a..·bribe of four pounds had been given to a mayor for a feat in Par
liament. D'Ewes, p. 181. It is probable that the member had no other view but the privilege of 
being free from arrelts. 

t 13 Eliz;, c. ,x. ,1 Camden, p. 4-36. § I 3 Eliz. c. z. + Ibid. c. 8. 
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years, the had been able to maintain the public tranquillity, which was only in- Chap. rrr. 
terrupted by the hafl:y and ill-concerted infurreCl:ion of the north ; fhe was frill 157 n • 

kept in great anxiety, and felt her throne perpetually totter under her. The 
violent commotions, excited in France and the Low Countries, as well as in Scot-
land, feemed in one view to fecure her againft any difturbance; but they ferved, 
on more reflection, to inftruCl: her in the danger of her fituation ; when the re
marked, that England, no lefs than thefe neighbouring countries, contained the 
feeds of inteftine difcord, the differences of religious opinion, and the furious in~ 
tolerance and animofity of the oppofite feCl:aries .. 

THE league, formed at Bayonne in I s66 for the extermination of the prate- Civil wars-of 
ftants, had not been concluded fo fecretly but intelligence of it had reached Conde, France. 

Coligni, and the other leaders of the hugonots ; and finding, that the meafures 
of the court agreed with their fufpicions, they determined to prevent the cruel 
perfidy of their enemies, and to firike a blow before the catholics were aware of 
the danger. The hugonots, tho' difperfed over the whole kingdom, formed a 
kind of feparate empire ; and being clofely united, as well by their religious 
zeal, as by the dangers, to which they were perpetually expofed, they obeyed 
with entire fubmiffion the orders of their leaders, and were ready on every 
alarm to fly to arms. The King and Q!Ieen-mother were living in great fecurity 
at Monc;:eaux in Brie;. when they found themfelves furrounded by proteftant· 
troops, which had fecretly marched th-ither from aU quarters; and had not a body 
of Swifs come haftily to their relief, and conducted them with great intrepidity. 
to Paris, they muft have fallen, without refiftance, into the hand&· of the male-
contents. A battle was afterwards fought in the plains of St. Dennis, where, thog · 
the old conftable Montmorency, the general of the catholics, was killed combat-
ing bravely at the head of his troops, the hugonots were finally defeated. Conde 
colleCl:ing his broken troops, and receiving a ftrong reinforcement from the Ger~ 
man proteil:ants, appeared again in the field ; and laying liege to Chartres, a place 
of great importance, obliged the court to agree to a new accommodation._ Such 
was the mutual animality of thefe religionifts, that, even had the leaders on both 
fides been ever fo fincere in their intentions for peace, and repofed ever fo great 
confidence in each other, it would have been difficult to have retained the people 
in tranquillity ; much more, where fuch extreme jealoufy prevailed,. and where 
the court employed every pacification as a fnare for their enemies. A plan was 
laid for feizing the perfon of the prince and admiraL; who narrowly efcaped to 
Rochelle, and fummoned their partizans to their affifl:ance *, The civil wars. 

• Davila, lib. 4, 
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Chap, III. were renewed with greater fury than ever, and the parties became flill more ex-
t 57 I. afperated againfl each other. The young duke of Anjou, brother to the King, 

commanded the forces of the c.ltholics ; and fought in 1569 a great battle at 
J arnac with the hugonots, where the prince of Conde was killed, and his army 
defeated. This difcomfiture, with the .lofs of fo great a leader, reduced not the 

hugonots to defpair. The admiral frill fupported the caufe; arid having placed 
at the head of the proteftants, the prince of Navarre, then fixteen years of age, 
and the young prince of Conde, he encouraged the party rather to perifh bravely 
in the field, than ignominiouOy by the hands of the executioner. He collected 
fuch numbers, fo determined to endure every extremity, that he was enabled to 
make head againft the duke of Anjou; and being ftrengthened by a new rein. 
forcement of Germans, he obliged that prince to retreat and to divide his forces. 
Coligni then laid fiege to Poi tiers; and as the eyes of all France were_ turned on 

this enterprize, the duke of Guife, emulous of the renown, which his father had 
acquired by the defence of Metz, threw himfelf into the place, and fo animated 
the garrifon by his valour and conduct, that the admiral was obliged to raife the 
fiege. Such was the commencement of that unrivalled fame and grandeur, after
wards attained by this duke of Guife. The attachment, which all the catholics 
had borne to his father, wa~ immediately transferred to the fon; and men pleafed 
themfelves in comparing all the great and heroic qualities, which feemed, in a 
manner, hereditary in that family. Equal in affability, in munificence, in ad
drefs, in eloquence, and in every quality, which engages the affections of men; 
equal alfo in valour, in conduct, in enterprize, in capacity; there feemed only 
this difference between them, that the fon, educated in more turbulent times, and 
finding a greater diifolution of all law and order, exceeded the father in ambition 
and temerity, and was engaged in enterpri.zes ftill more deftructive to the autho
rity of his fovereign and to the repofe of his native country. 

ELIZABETH, who kept her attention fixed on the civil commotions of France, 
was nowife pleafed with this new rife of her enemies, the Guifes ; and being 
anxious for the fate of the proteftants, whofe interefts were connected with her 
own*, fhe was engaged, notwithftanding her averfion againft all rebellion, and 
all oppoGtion to the will of the fovereign, to give them fecretly fc;me affifl:ance. 
Befides employing her authority with the German princes, ihe fent money to the 

~een of Navarre, and received fame jewels as pledges for the loan. And 
ihe permitted Henry Champernon to levy, and tranfport over into France, a re
gi.m"€nt of an hundred gentlemen voluntiers; among whom Vlalter Raleigh, then 

a young man, began to diftingui!h himfelf in that great fchool of military va-

* Haynes, p. 47'· 
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Jour t. The admiral, conftrained by t. he impatience of his troops, and by the Ch III ap. • 
difficulty of fubfifting them, fought with the duke of Anjou, the battle of Mon- 1 57 1• 

contour in Poictou, where he was wounded and defeated. The court of France, 
notwithftanding their frequent experience of the obftinacy of the hugonots, and 
the vigour of Coligni, vainly flattered themfelves that the force of the rebels 
was at !aft finally annihilated ; and they negleB:ed farther preparations againft a 
foe, who, they thought, could never more become dangerous. They were fur-
prized to hear, that that leader had appeared in another quarter of the kingdom ; 
had encouraged the young princes, whom he governed, to equal conftancy ; had 
affembled an army ; had taken the field ; and was even ftrong enough to threaten 
Paris. The public finances, diminifhed by the continued diforders of the king-
dom, and wafted by fo many fruitlefs military enterprizes, could no longer bear 
the charge of a new armament; and the King, notwithftanding his extreme ani-
mofity againft the hugonots, was obliged, in 1570, to conclude an accommodation 
with them, to grant them.a pardon for all paft offences, and to renew the edicts 
for liberty of confcience. 

THo' a pacification was feemingly concluded, the mind of Charles was nowife 
reconciled to his rebellious fubjects; and this accommodation, like all the forego· 
ing, was nothing but a fnare, by which the perfidious court had projected to 
deftroy at once, without danger, all its formidable enemies. As the two young 
princes, the admiral, and all the leaders of the hugonots, infrruCl:ed by pail: ex_ 
perience, difcovered an extreme difrruft of the King's intentions, and kept them
felves in fecurity, at a difrance, all poffible artifices were employed to remove 
their apprehenfions, and convince them of the fincerity of the new councils, which 
feemed to be embraced. The terms of the peace were frrittly obferved to them ; 
the toleration was regularly maintained ; all attempts, made by the zealous catho
lics to infringe it, were punifhed with feverity ; offices, and favours, and ho
nours were beftowed on the principal nobility among the proteftants ; and the King 
and council every where declared, that, tired of civil diforders, and convinced of 
the impoffibility of forcing men's confciences, they were thenceforth determined 
to allow every one the free exercife of his religion. 

AMONG the other artifices, employed to lull the proteftants into a fatal fecurity, 
Charles affected to enter into clofe connexions with Elizabeth ; and as it feemed 
not the interefr of France to forward the union of the two kingdoms of Great 
Britain, that princefs the more eafily flattered herfelf~ that the· French monarch 
would prefer her friend fbi p to that of the ~een of Scots. The better to deceive 
her, propofals of marriage were made her with the duke of Anjou ; a prince 

t Camden, p. 423. 
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whofe youth, beaut}') and reputation for valour might naturally be fuppofed to' 

recommend him to a woman, who had appeared not altogether indifferent to thefe · 
endowments. The ~een immediately founded on this offer the project of deceiv
ing the court of France ; and being intent on the artifice of that fcheme, fhe laid· 
herfelf the more open to be deceived. Negotiations were entered into with regard· 
to the marriage; terms of the contract were propofed ; difficulties flarted andre
moved ; and the two courts, equally infincere, tho' not equally criminal, feemed 
to approach every day nearer to each other in their demands and eonceffions. The 
great obll:acle feemed to lie in adjufting the differences of religion ; becaufe 
Elizabeth, who recommended toleration to Charles, was determined not to grant 
it in her own dominions, not even to her hufband ; and the duke of Anjou 
feemed unwilling to fubmit, for the fake of intereft, to the difhonour of an 
apoftacy *. 

THE artificial politics of Elizabeth never triumphed fo much in any contrivances 
as in thofe which were conjoined with her coquetry; and as her character in 
this particular was generally known, the court of France thought that they might; 
without danger of forming any final conclufion, venture the farther in their con
ceffions and offers to her. The ~een alfo had other motives for diffimulation. 
Be!ides the advantage of difcouraging Mary's partizans by the profpect of an al~ 
liance between France and England, her fituation with Philip demanded her ut~ 
moll: vigilance and attention ; and the prefent revolutions in the Low Countries· 
made her glad of fortifying herfelf even with the appearanc<! of a new confed 
deracy. 

AfFairs of the THE theological controverlies, which had long agitated Europe, had, from 
Low Coun- the beginning, penetrated into the Low Countries ; and as thefe provinces main
uies. 

tained a very exten!ive commerce, they had early received. from every king-
dom, with which they correfponded, a tinCture of religious innovation. An 
opinion at that time prevailed, which had been zealoufiy propagated by the 
priefts, and implicitly received by fovereigns, that herefy was clofely connected 
with rebellion, and that every great or violent alteration in the church involved a 
like revolution in the ftate and civil government. The forward zeal of the 
reformers would feldom allow them to wait the confent of the magiftrate to their 
innovations ; they became lefs dutiful when they were oppofed and perfecuted ; 
and tho' their pretended fpirit of reafoning and enquiry was in reality, among the· 
greatell: part of them, nothing but a new fpecies of implicit faith, the prince took 
the alarm ; as if no inftitutions could be fecure from the temerity of their refearches. 

~J Camden, p. 43-3• Davila, lib. 5· Digges's Compleat Ambalfador, p. 84_, 101, Ill. 
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The emperor Charles, who propofed to augment his authority under the pr~tence 
of defending the catholic faith, eafily adopted thefe political principles ; and not
withftanding the limited prerogative, which he poffeffed in the Netherlands, he 
publifhed the moil: arbitrary, fevere, and tyrannical edicts againft the proteftants, 
and he took care that the execution of them fhould be no lefs violent ~nd fangui
nary. He was neither cmel nor bigotted in his natural difpofition ; yet an hifto
rian, celebrated for moderation and caution, has computed, that, in the feveral per
fecutions, promoted by that monarch, no lefs than an hundred thoufand perfons 
perifhed by the hands of the executioner*. But thefe fevere remedies, fo 
far from anfwering the purpofe intended, had rather ferved to augment the 
numbers as well as zeal of the reformers ; and the magiftrates of the feveral 
towns, feeing no end of thofe barbarous executions, felt their humanity rebel 
againft their principles, and declined any farther perfecution of the new doc
trines. 

WHEN Philipfucceeded to his father's dominions, the Flemings were juftly 
alarmed with new apprehenfions ; left their prince, obferving the lenity of the 
magiftrates, fhould take the execution of the ediCts from fuch remifs hands, and 
fhould eftablifh the inquifition in the Low Countries, accompanied with all the ini
quities and barbarities which attended it in Spain. The fevere and unrelenting 
charaCter of the man, his profeffed attachment to Spanifh manners, the inflexible 
bigotry of his principles ; all thefe circumftances encreafed t,heir terror: And 
when he left the Netherlands, with a known intention never to return, the dif
guft of the inhabitants was extremely augmented, and their dread of thofe tyran
nical orders:~ which their fovereign, furrounded with Spanifh minifters, would 
iffue from his cabinet of Madrid. He left the dutchefs of Parma governefs of 
the Low Countries; and the natural good fenfe and good temper of that princefs, 
had the been entrufted with the fole power, would have preferved the fubmiffion 
of thofe opulent provinces, which were loft from that refinement of treacherous 
and barbarous politics, on which Philip fo highly valued himfelf. The Flemings 
found, that the name alone of regent remained with the dutchefs ; that cardinal 
Granville poffelfed entirely the King's confidence; that attempts were every day 
made on their liberties ; that a refolution was taken never more to affemble the 
ftates ; that new biihoprics were arbitrarily erected, in order to enforce the exe
cution of the perfecuting edicts; and that on the whole, they muft make ac
count of being reduced to the condition of a province under the Spanifh mo. 
narchy. The difcontents of the nobility gave countenance to the complaints of the 

* Grotii Annal. Jib. 1. Father Paul, another great authority, computes, in a pa.lfage above cited, 
that so,ooo perfons were put to death in the Low Countries alone. 
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Chap. nr. gentry, which encouraged the mutiny of the populace; and all orders of men 
'571· ihowed a fl:rong difpofition to revolt. Affociations were formed, tumultuary 

petitions prefented, names of difl:inCl:ion a1Tumed, badges of party difplayed ~ 
and the currentof the people, impelled by religious zeal, and irritated by feeble 
refifl:ance, rofe to fuc;h a height, that in feveral towns, particularly in Antwerp:t 
they made an open invafi.on on the efl:abliihed worihip, pillaged the churches 
and monafl:eries, broke the images, and committed the mofl: unwarrantable dif
orders. 

THE wifer part of the nobility, particularly the prince of Orang;~, and the 
counts Egmont and Horn, were alarmed with thefe exce1Tes, to which their own 
difcontents had at firft given countenance ; and feconding the wifdom of the go
vernefs, they fuppreffed thofe dangerous infurreCI:ions, puniihed the ringleaders, , 
and reduced all the provinces to a fl:ate of order and fubmiffion. But Philip 
was not contented with the re-efl:ablifhment of his ancient authority : He con
fidered, that provinces, fo remote from the feat of government, could not be 
ruled by a limited prerogative; and that a prince, who muft entreat rather than 
command, would nece1Tarily, when he refi.ded not among the people, feel every 
day a diminution of his power and influence. He determined, therefore, to 
lay hold of the late popular mutinies as a pretence for abolifhing entirely the· 
privileges of the Low Country provinces ; and for ruling them thenceforth with 
a military and arbitrary authority. In the execution of this· violent defign, he· 
employed a man, who was a proper infl:rument in the hands of fuch a tyrant. 
Ferdinand of Toledo, duke of Alva, had been educated entirely amidfl: arms; 
and having attained a confummate knowledge in the military art, his habits led 
him to transfer into all government the fevere difcipline of a camp, and to con
ceive no meafures between prince and fubject but thofe of rigid command and 
implicit obedience. This general, in I s68, conduCl:ed from Italy to the Low 
Countries· a powerful body of veteran Spaniards; and his avowed animofity to 
the Flemings, with, his known charaCl:er, il:ruck that whole people with terror 
and confl:ernation. It belongs not to our fubject to relate at length thofe vi
olences, which, Alva's natural barbarity, free led by reflection, and aggravated by 
infolence, exercifed on thofe flourifhing provinces. It fuffices to fay, that aU 
their privileges, the gift of fo many princes and the inheritance of fo many ages, 
were openly and exprefsly abolifhed by edict;. arbitrary and fanguinary tribunals 
ereCl:ed ; the counts Egmont and Horn, notwithfl:anding their great merits and 
paft fervices, brought to the fcaffold ; multitudes of all ranks thrown into prifon ; 
and thence delivered over to the executioner : And notwithfl:anding the peaceable 

fubmiffion 
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fubmiffion of all men, nothing was heard of but confifcation, imprifonmcnt, exile, 
· torture, and death. 

ELIZABETH was equally difpleafed to fee the progrefs of that fcheme, laid for 
the extermination of the proteftants, and to obferve the erection of fo great a 
military pow~r, in a ftate fituated fo near her. She gave protection to all the 
Flemilh exiles who took lhelter in her dominions; and as many of thefe were the 
moft induftrious inhabitants of the Netherlands, and had rendered that country 
fo celebrated for its arts, !he reaped the advantage of introducing into England 
fome ufeful manufactures, which were formerly unknown in that kingdom. 
Forefeeing that the violent government of Alva could not long fubGfl: without 
exciting fome commotion, !he ventured to commit an infult upon him, which 
fhe would have been cautious not to hazard againft a more eftablilhed authority .. 
Some Genoefe merchants had engaged, by contraCt with Philip, to tranfport into, 
Flanders the fum of four hundred thoufand crowns; and the ve.lfels in which this· 
money was embarked,. had been attacked in the Channel by fome privateers equip
ped by the French hugonots, and had taken !helter in Plymouth and South amp-
ton. The commanders of the !hips pretended, that the money belonged to the
King of Spain ; but the ~een finding, upon enquiry, that it was the property· 
of Genoefe merchants, took poffeffion of it as a loan ; and by that means de
prived the duke of Alva of this refource in the time of his greateft neceility •. 
AI va, in revenge, feized all the Engli!h merchants in the Low Countries, threw 
them into prifon,. and confifcated their effects~ The ~een retaliated by a like. 
violence on the Flemilh and Spaniln merchants ; and ga.ve all the Engli!h liberty 
to make reprizals on the fubjetl:s of Philip.. Thefe differences· were afterwards 
accommodated by treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the merchants : · 
But nothing could repair the lofs which fo well-timed a blow inflicted on the Spa
nifh government in the Low Countries.- Alva, in want of money, and dreading., 
the immediate mutiny of his troops, to whom large arrears were dpe, impofed 
by his arbitrary will the moft ruinous taxes on the people. He not only required 
the hundredth penny, and the twentieth of all immoveable goods: He alfo de
manded the tenth of all moveable goods on .every fale; an abfurd tyranny, which 
would not only have deftroyed all arts and commerce, but even have reftrained 
the common intercourfe of life. The people refuied compliance : The duke had 
recourfe to his ufual expedient of hanging: And thus matters came frill nearer. 
the !aft extremity between the Flemings and the Spaniards :j:; 

ALL the enemies of Elizabeth, in order to revenge themfelves for ·her infults, . 
had naturally recourfe to -one policy, the fupporting the caufe and pretenfions . 

:1: Bentivoglio, part L lib. v. Camden, p. 416. 
of 
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Chap. III. of the Q.Eeen of Scots ; and Alva, whofe meafures were ever violent, foon openc 
1571. ed a fecret intercourfe with that princefs. There was one Rodolphi, a Floren-

New c~n~pi- tine merchant, who had refided about fifteen years in London, and who, at the 
~aucfe0o/Neor- fame time that he conduCted his commerce in England, had managed all the i~n
folk. trigues of the court of Rome with the catholic nobility and gentry II· He had 

been thrown into prifon at the time when the duke of Norfolk's intrigues with 
Mary were difcovered ; but either no proof was found againft him, or the part 
which he had aCl:ed was not very criminal ; and he foon after recovered his liber
ty. This man, zealous for promoting the catholic faith, had formed a fcheme, 
in concert with the Spanifh amballador, for fubverting the government, by a fo
reign invafion, and a domeftic infurreCl:ion ; and when he communicated his pro
jeCl:, by letter, to Mary, he found, that as fhe was now fully .convinced of Eli
zabeth's artifices, and defpaired of ever recovering her authority, or even ·her li
berty, by pacific meafures, the very willingly ga·ve her concurrence. The great 
number of difcontented catholics were the chief fource of their hopes on the fide 
of England ; and they alfo obferved, that the kingdom was, at that time, full 
of indigent gentry, chiefly younger brothers, who having at prefent, by the late 
decay of the church, and the yet languifhing ftate of commerce, no profpeCl: of 
a livelihood fuitable to their birth, were ready to throw themfelves into any def
perate enterprize :j:. But in order to infpire fpirit and courage into all thefe male
contents, it was requifite, that fome great nobleman fhould put himfelf at their 
head; and no one appeared to Rodolphi, and to the bifhop of Rofs, who en
tered into all thefe intrigues, fo proper, both on account of his power and his po
pularity, as the duke of Norfolk. 

Tms nobleman, when releafed from confinement in the Tower, had given his 
promife, that he would drop all intercourfe with the ~1een of Scots* ; but find
ing that he had loft, and, as he feared, beyond all recovery, the confidence 
and favour of Elizabeth, and being ftill, in fome degree, reftrained from his li
berty, he was tempted, by impatience and defpair, to violate his word, and to 
open anew his correfpondence with the captive princefs t. A promife of mar
riage was renewed between them ; the duke engaged to enter into all her interefts; 
and as his remorfes gradually decayed in the courfe of thefe tranfaCl:ions, he was 
pufhed to give his affent to emerprizes frill more criminal Rodolphi's plan was, 
that the duke of Alva fhould, on lome other pretence, affemble a great quan
tity of {hipping in the Low Countrie~, fhould tranfport a body of fix thoufand 
foot, and four thoufand horfe, into England ; fhould land them at Harwich, 

Jl Lefley, p. IZ3· State Trials, vol. i. p 87. .t Le!ley, p. 123. * Haynes, 
p. 571. t State Tri.tls, vol. i. p. I oz. 
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where the duke of Norfolk was to join them with all his friends; fhould thence Chap. III. 

march directly to London, and oblige the Qleen to fubmit to whatever conditions 1571
' 

the confpirators fhould pleafe to impofe upon her :j:. Norfolk gave his confent to 

this plan ; and three letters, in confequence of it, were wrote in his name by 
Rodolphi, one to Alva, another to the pope, and a third to the King of Spain ; 
but the duke, apprehenfive of the danger, refufed to .Ggn them 11. He only 
fent to the Spanifu ·ambaffador a fervant and confident, named Barker, as well to 
notify his concurrence in the plan, as to vouch for the authenticity of thefe let-· 
ters; and Rodolphi, having obtained a letter of credence from the ambaffador, 
proceeded on his journey to Bruifels and to Rome. The duke of Alva and the 
pope embraced the fcheme with alacrity: Rodolphi informed Norfolk of their in-
tentions .J.. : and every thing feemed to concur in forwarding the undertaking. 

NoRFOLK, notwithftanding thefe criminal enterprizes, had never entirely for
got his duty to his fovereign, his country, and his religion ; and tho' he had 
laid the plan both for an invafion and an infurrection, he ftill flattered himfelf, that 
the innocence of his intentions would juftify the violence of his meafures, and 
that, as he aimed at nothing but the lil:erty of the QEeen of Scots, and the ob
taining Elizabeth's confent to his marriage, he could not juftly reproach himfelf 
as a rebel and a traitor §. It is certain, however, that, confidering the ~een's 
vigour and fpirit, the fcheme, if fuccefsful, muft finally have ended in her de

thronement ; and her authority was here expofed to the utmoft danger. The con
fpiracy had hitherto entirely elcaped the vigilance of Elizabeth, and that of fe
cretary CeciJ, who now bore the title of lord B'urleigh. It was from another at
tempt of Norfolk, that they firfl obtained a hint, which, being diligently traced, 
led at lafr to a full difcovery. M.1ry had intended to fend a fum of money to lord 
Herreis, and her partizdns in Scotland ; and Norfolk undertook to have it con
veyed to Bannifler, a fervant of his, at that time in the north, who was to find 
fame expedient to have it delivered to lord Herreis *. He entrufted the money 
to a fervant, who was not in the fecret, and told him that the bag contained a 
fum of filver, which he was to deliver to Banniller with a letter: But the fer
vant, conjecturing from the weight and fize of the bag, that it was full of gold, 
carried the letter to Burleigh ; who immediately ordered Bannifter, Bar~er, and 
Hicford, the duke's fecretary, to be put under arreft, and to undergo a fevere 
examination. The torture made them confefs the whole truth ; and as Hicford, 
sho' ordered to burn all papers, had carefully kept them concealed under the 

t Lefley, p. 1)5• Stz.te Trials, voJ. i, p. 86, 8i• II Lefley, p. 159, 161, Camden, 
p. 43z. + State Trials, vol. i. p. 93• § Lefl~y, p. 158. "'Ibid. p. 169. 
State Trials, vol. i. p. 87. Camden, p. 434• Digges, p. 134, 137, 140. Strype, vol. ii. 'p. 82. 
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Chap. nr. mats of the duke's chamber, and under the tiles of the houfe, full evidence now 
1 57 1 • appeared againfl: his mafl:er+. Norfolk himfelf, who was entirely ignorant of 

the difcoveries made by his fervants, was brought before the council, and tho' 
exhorted to attone for his guilt by a full confeflion, he perfifl:ed in denying every 
accufation with which he was charged. The Queen always declared, that if he 
had given her this proof of his fincere repentance, fhe would have pardoned all 
his former offences t; but finding him obfl:inate, fhe committed him to the Tower, 
and ordered him to be brought to his trial. The bi.lhop of Rofs had, on fome 
fufpicion, been committed to cufl:ody before the difcovery of Norfolk's guilt; 
and every expedient was employed to make him reveal his fhare in the confpiracy. 
He at firfl: infifl:ed on his privilege as an ambaffador ; but he was told, that as 
his mifl:refs was no longer a fovereign, he would not be regarded as an ambaffa
dor, and that even if that charaCl:er was allowed, it did not warrant him in con
fpiring againfl: the fovereign in whofe court he refided 11. As he fiill refufed to 
anfwer interrogatories, he was informed of the confeffion made by Norfolk's fer-

I S7Z· vants ; after which he entertained no longer any fcruple to make a full difcovery, 

J 
a. nd his evidence put the guilt of that nobleman beyond all quefiion. A jury of 

'IZ anuary. . . . 
Trial of Nor- twenty-five peers unammouOy paffed fentence upon htm. ':fhe tnal was quite re· 
folk. gular, even according to the fl:riCl: rules obferved at prefent in thefe matters; ex-

cept that the witneffes gave not their evidence in court, and were not confronted 
with the criminal : A laudable practice, which was not at that time obferved in 
trials for high treafon. 

THE ~een fiill hefitated concerning Norfolk's execution; whether that fhe 
was really moved by friendlhip and compaffion, towards a peer of that rank and 
merit, or, that affecting the praife of clemency, 1he only put on the appearance 
of thefe fentiments. Twice 1he figned a warrant for his execution, and twice re-

His execu- voked the fatal fentence *; and tho' her minifiers and counfellors puihed her to 
tion. rigour, lhe ftill appeared irrefolute and undetermined. After four months heft-
8th May. ration, a Parliament was affembled ; and the commons addreffed her, in very 

ftrong terms, for the execution of the duke ; a fanCl:ion which, when added to 
the greatnefs and certainty of his guilt, would, 1he thought, jufl:ify, in the eyes 

:zd June~ .of all the world, her feverity againfl: that nobleman. Norfolk died with great 

«:almnefs and confi:ancy ; and tho' he cleared himfelf of any dii1oyal intentions 
:againft the Qyeen's authority, he acknowledged the jufiice of the fentence by 
which he fuffered +· That we may relate together affairs of a like nature, we 

t Lefley, P· 173· 1 Ibid. p. I7S'· II Ibid. p. 189. Spotfwood. 
• Carte, p. P.7· from Fenelon's difpatches. Digges, p. 166. Strype, vol. ii. p. 83. + Cam-
den, p. 440. Strype, vol~ ii. App. p. 23. 
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lhall mention, that the earl of Northumberland, being delivered up to the ~een Chap. HI. 

by the regent of Scotland, was alfo a few months after brought to the fcaffold for 1 57z, 

his rebellion. 

THE QEeen of Scots was either the occafion or the caufe of all thefe diflurbances; 
but as fhe was a fovereign princefs, and might reafonably, from the harfh treat· 
ment which fhe had met with, think herfeJf entitled to ufe any expedient for her 
relief, Elizabeth durft not, as yet, form any refolution of proceeding to extre
mity againft her. She only fent lord Delawar, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas 
Bromley, and Dr. Wilfon, ·to expoftulate with her, and to require fatisfatl::ion 
for all thofe parts of her conduct, which, from the beginning of her life, had 
given exception to Elizabeth : Her alfuming the arms of England, refufing to 
ratify the treaty of Edinburgh, her intending to marry Norfolk without the 
QEeen's confent, her concurring in the northern rebellion *, practifing with Ro
dolphi to engage the King of Spain in an invafion of England t, procuring the 
pope's bull of excommunication, and allowing her friends abroad to g~ve her the 
title of QEeen of England. Mary juftified herfelf from the feveral articles of 
this charge, either by denying the facts imputed to her, or by throwing the blame 
on others :J:. But the Queen was little fatisfied with her apology ; and the Par
liament was fo enraged againft her, that the commons made a direCt application 
for her immediate trial and execution. They employed fome topics derived from 
praCtice and reafon, a~d the laws of nations; but the chief ftrefs was laid on 
palfages and examples from die Old Teftament 11, which, if confidered as a ge
neral rule of conduCt, (an intention which it is unreafonable to fuppofe) would 
imply confequences dangerous to all the principles of humanity and morality. 
Matters were here carried farther than Elizabeth intended ; and being fa
tisfied with !hewing Mary the difpofition of the nation, fhe fent to the houfe 
her exprefs commands not to deal any farther at prefent in the affair of the Scot
tifu QEeen -1-· Nothing could be a il:ronger proof that the puritanical interefl: 
prevailed in the houfe, than the intemperate ufe of authorities derived from fcrip
ture, efpecially from the Old ':feftament ; and the ~een was fo little a lover of 
that fetl:, that 1he was not likely to make any conceffion merely in deference to 
their felicitation. She fhewed this feffion her difapprobation of their fchemes in 
aqother remarkable inftance. There had palfed in the lower houfe two bills, for 
regulating ecclefiaftical ceremonies; but 1he fent them a like imperious melfage 

• Digges, p. 16, 107. Strype, vol. ii. p. 51• 52· t Ibid. p. 19-J.· 2oS, 209. Strype, 
vol. ii. p. 40, 51· t Camden, p. 442. H D' Ewes, p. zo7, zo81 &c. +Ibid. ' 
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with the foregoing, and by the terror of her prerogative ftopt all farther pro .. 

ceedings ·1-· 
BuT tho' Elizabeth would not proceed to fuch extremities againft Mary, as 

were recommended to her by the Parliament, fhe was alarmed with the great in
terefi: and the refilefs fpirit of that princefs., as well as her clofe connections witb 
Spain ; and fhe thought it necdfaFy both to increafe the rigour and ftriB:nefs of 
her confinement, and to follow maxims different from what fhe had hithertopur
fued in her management of Scotland*. That ktngdom remained frill in a ftate 
of anarchy. The caftle of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of Grange, had 
declared for the ~een ;_and the lords of that partY> encouraged by his countenance, 
had taken Foffeffion of the capital, and carried on a vigorous war againft the re
gent. By a fudden and unexpeCt:ed inroa:d, they feized that nobleman at Stirling;. 
but finding that his friends, fallying from the caftle, were likely to relieve him, 
they inftantly put him to dea.th, The -earl of Marre was chofen regent_.in ~is 
place ; and found the fame difficulties to encounter in the government of that 
divided country. He was therefore glad to accept of the mediation of the French 
and Englifh amba!fadors, and to conclude on equal terms a truce with the ~e~n's 
party t. He was a man of a free and generous fririt, and frcorned to fubmit tQ 

any dependance on England ; and for this reafon Elizabeth,. who- had forff.led 
dofe connections with France, yielded wi.th lef., rei uttance to the folicitations -of 
that courr, frill maintained the appearance of neutrality between the parties, and 
allowed matters to remain en a balance in Scotland :j:. But affairs foon after took 
a new turn : Marre died of melancholy, with which the diftracred !tate of the cmm
try affected him : . M·orton was chofen regent ; and as this nobleman had fecretly 
taken all his meafures with. Elizabeth, who no longer relied on the friendil1ip of the 
French court, :fhe refolved to exert herfelf more dfecrually for. the fupport of that 
party, whom !he hadalways favoured. She fent Sir Henry Killigrew ambaffador
into Scotland, who found Mary's partizans fo difcouraged by the difcovery and 
puni!hment of Norfolk's conf.piracy, that they were glad t(} fubmit to the King's 
authority, and accept of an indemnity for all pafl: offences ~~· The duke of Chatel
rault, and the earl of Huntley, with the moft confiderable of Mary's, fdeAds, 
laid down their arms on thefe conditions. The garrifon alone of the ca'ftle of 

Edinburgh continued refraB:ory. Kirkaldy's fortunes were defperate; and he 
Battered himfelf with the hopes of receiving affifiance from the Kings of France 
and Spain, who encouraged his obfi:inacy, in the view of being ab-le, from that 
quarter, to give dlfturbance to England. Elizabeth was alarmed with the dan-

+ D'Ewe~, p. 213, 238. 
t, Digges, p. 15~6, 165, I:6g,. 

* Digges, p. 1 52· 
II Spotfwood, p. z.68. 
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ger; fue no more apprehended the making an entire breach with the ~een of Chap. nr. 
Scots, who, fhe found, could not any longer be amufed by her artifices ; the had 157 :z. 

an implicit reliance on Morton; and :the faw, that, by the fubmiffion of all the 
confiderable nobility, the pacification of Scotland would be an eafy, as well as a 
mofl: important undertaking. Sqe, therefore, ordered Sir William Drury, 
governor of Berwic, to march with fome troops and artillery to Edinburgh, 
and to befiege the caftle *. The garrifon fubmitted at difcretion; Kirkaldy was 
delrvered to • ·his countrymen; by whom he was tried and executed : Secretary 
Leddington, who had taken ·part with him, died foon afrer a vo~untary death, as 
is fuppofed ; and· Scocland, fubmitting entirely to the regent, gave not, during 
a long time, any farther inquietude to Elizabeth. 

THE events which ·happened in France, were not fo agreeable to the ~een's Frenchaffairs. 

interefts and inclinations. The fallacious pacifications, which had been fo often 
made with the Hugonots, 'gave them good reafon to fufpecr the prefent intentions 
of the court ; and after all the other leaders of that party were deceived into a dan~ 
gerous credulity; the fagacious admiral frill remained doubtful and uncerta;n. But 
his fufpicions were at laft overcome, partly by the profound diffimulation of 
Charles, partly by hi$ own earnefl: defire to end the miferies of France, and return 
again to the performance of ~is duty towards his prince and country. He confi-

. dered befides, that as the former violent conduCt of the court had ever met with 
fuch fatal fuccefs, itwas not unlikely, that a prince, who had newly come to years 
of difcretion, and appeared not to be rivetted in any dangerous animofities or pre
judices, would be induced to govern himfelf by more moderate maxims. And as 
Charles was young, was of a paffionate hafty temper, and addicted to pleafure t, 
fuch deep perfidy feemed either remote from his charaCter, or difficult, and almoft 
impoffible to be fo uniformly fupported by him. Moved by thefe conGderations, 
the admiral, the ~een of Navarre, and all the Hugonots began to repofe them
felves in full fecurity, and gave credit to the treacherous careffes and profeffions of 
the French court. Elizabeth herfelf, notwithftanding- her great exFerience and 
penetration, entertained not the leaft rniftruft of Charles's fincerity; and being 
pleafed to find her. enemies of the houfe of Guife removed from all authority, 
and to obferve an anin1ofity every day growing between the French and Spani!h 
monarchs, :the concluded a defenfive leag.:1e with the former :t:, and regarded this h A .

1 I It pn, 
alliance as an invincible harriet to her throne. Walfingham, her ambaffador, fent 
her over, by every courier, the moft fatisfaCtory accounts of the honour, and 
plain deaiing, and fidelity of that perfidious prince. 

• Camden, p. 449· t Digge~, p. 8, 39• 
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Chap. III. THE better to blind the eyes of the jealous Hugonots, and draw their leaders 
1 57z. into the fnare prepared for them, Charles offered his filler, Margaret, in mar

riage to the prince of Navarre; and the admiral, with all the confiderable nobi
lity of that party, had come to Paris, in order to affift at the celebration of thefe 
nuptials, which, it was hoped, would finally, if not compofe the differences, ac 
leaft appeafe the bloody animofity of the two religions. The ~1een of Navarre 
was poifoned by orders from the court; the admiral was dangerou(}y wounded by 
an affaffin : Yet Charles, by redoubling his diffimulation, was ftill able to retain 

::4-th Auguft. the Hugonots in their fecurity: Till the evening of St. Bartholomew, a few days 
after the marriage, the fignal was given for a general maffacre of thofe religionHl:s, 

ra:t~cre of and the King himfelf in perfon led the way to thefe affaffinations. The hatred 
long entertained by the Parifians againft the proteftants, made them fecond, with
out any preparation, the fury of ,the court ; and all conditions, ages and (exes, 
fufpeCl:ed of any propenfity to that religion, were involved in an undiftinguilhed 
ruin. The admiral, his lon-in-law Teligni, Soubize, Rochefoucaut, Pardail
lon, Piles, Lavardin; men, who, during the late wars, had diftingui1hed them
felves by the moft heroic atlions, were miferably butchered without refiftance ; 
the ftreets of Paris flowed with blood; and the populace, more enraged than fa
tiated with their cruelty, as if repining that death had faved the victims from far
ther infult, exercifed on their dead bodies all the rage of the moft licentious bru
tality. About five hundred gentlemen and men of rank perifhed in tbis ma1fa
cre; and near ten thoufand of inferior condition*. Orders were fuddenly dif
vatched to all the provinces for a like general execution of the proteftants ; and 
in Roiien, Lyons, and many other cities, the people emulated the fury of theca
pital. Even the murder of the King of Navarre, and the prince of Conde, had 
been propofed by the duke of Guife ; but Charles, foftened by the amiable man
ners of the King of Navarre, and hoping that thefe young princes might eafity 
be converted to the catholic faith, determined to fpare their lives, tho' he obliged 
them to purchafe their fafety by a feeming change of their religion. 

CHARLE5, in order to cover this barbarous perfidy, pretended, that a confpi
racy of the Hugonots to feize his perfon had been fuddenly difcovered ; and that 
he had been neceffirated, for his own defence, to proceed to this feverity againfl: 
them. He fent orders to Fenelon, his ambaffador in England, to afk an audi
ence, and to give Elizabeth this account of the late tranfaction. That mini
fier, who was a man of probity, abhorred the treachery and cruelty of his court, 
and even fcrupled not to dedare, that he was now afuamed to bear the name of 
a Frenchman t ~ yet was he obliged to obey his orders, and make ufe of the apo-

• Davila, lib. v. t Digges, p. 247. 
logy, 
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logy, which had been prefcribed to him. He met with that reception from all Chap. Ill. 

the courtiers, which, he knew, the conduct of his mafter had fo well merited. 1
57z. 

Nothing could be more awful and affecting than the folemnity of his audience. 
A melancholy forrow fat on every face : Silence, as in the dead of night, reigned 
.thro' all the chambers of the royal apartment : The courtiers and ladies, clad in 
deep mourning, were ranged on each fide, and allowed him to pafs, without 
affording him one falute or favourable look ; till he was admitted to the ~een 
herfelf *. That prince(c; received him with a more eafy, if not more a gracious 
countenance; and heard his apology, withotJt difcovering any vifible fymptoms of 
indignation. She then told him, that, tho', on the firft rumour of this dreadful 
inteltigence, lhe had been aftonHhed, that fo many brave men and loyal fubjech, 
who refted fecure on the faith of their fovereign, 1hould have been fuddenly 
butchered in fo barbarous a manner ; ihe had hitherto fufpended her judgment, 
till farther and more certain information fhould be brought her: That the account, 
which he had given, even if founded on no miftake or bad information; tho' it 
n1ight alleviate, would by no means remove the blame of the King's counfellors, 
or juftify the ftrange irregularity of their proceedings : That the fame force, 
which without refiftance had maffacred fo many defencelefs men, could eafily 
have fecured their perfons, and have referved them for a trial, and for punifhment 
by a formal fentence, which would have diftinguiihed the innocent from the guilty : 
That the admiral in particular, being dangeroufiy wounded5 and environed by 
the guards of the King, on whofe proteCtion he feemed entirely to rely, had no 
means of efcape, and might fure1y, before his death, have been convicted of 
the crimes imputed to him : That it was more worthy of a fovereign to re
ferve in his own hands the fword of juftice, than to commit it to.bloody mur
derers, who, being the declared and mortal enemies of the perfons accufed, em
ployed it without mercy and without diftind:ion : That if thefe fentiments were juft, 
even fuppofing the confpiracy of the proteftanrs to be real; how much more fo, 
if that crime was nothing but a calumny of their enemies, invented for their 
ruin and deftruction r That if upon enq\1iry the innocence of thefe unhappy 
viCtims fhould afterwards appear, it was the King's duty to turn his vengeance on 
their enemies and calumniators, who had thus cruelly abufed his confidence, had 
murdered fo many of his brave fubje8s, and had done what in them Jay to cover 
him with infamy and difhonour: And that for her part, :lhe fbould form her 
judgment of his intentions by his fubfequent conduct,; and in the mean time 

• Carte, vol iiio p, su. from .Fenelon't Dnpatthts. 

fhould 
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Chap. III, fb.ou ld aCl: as de fired by the ambaffador, and rather pity than blame ·his mafter 
1 57Z· for the extremities, tO which he had been carried +· 

ELIZABETH was fully fenfible of _the dangerous fitilation in which ihe now 
. f . 

flood. In the maffacre of Paris, fhe faw the refult of that genera-l confpiracy, 
which had been formed, for the extermination of the proteftants ; and fhe knew, 
that fhe herfelf, a'i the head and proteCtor of that religion, was expofed to the 
utmoft fury and refentment of the catholics. The ·violences and cruelties of the 
Spanla.rds in the Low Countries were another branch of the fame corifpiracy; 
and as Charles 'and Philip, two princes nearly allied in perfidy and, barbarity, as 
well as in bigotry, had now laid afide their pretended quarrel, and had avowed 
the moft entire friend:fhip '!1!, fhe had reafon, fo foon as they had appeafed their 
domeftic commotions, to dread the effects of their united councils. The duke 
of Guife alfo ana his family, whom Charles,. in order to deceive the admiral, 
had. hitherto kept at a diftance, had now acquired an open and entire afcendant 
in the court of France ; and lhe was fenfible, that thefe princes, from perfonal 
as well as polidcal reafons, were her declared and implacable enemies. The 
Q!teen of Scots, their near relation and clofe confederate, was the pretender to 

·her throne; .and tho' detained in cuftody, was aCtuated by a reftlefs fpirit, and 
befides her foreign aUies, poffeffed very numerous and zealous partizans, in the 
heart of the kingdom. For thefe reafons, Elizabeth thought it . more prudent 
not to break all terms with the French monarch ; but ftill to liften to the pro
feffions of friendfhip, which he made her. She allowed even the negotiati
-ons to be renewed for her marriage with the duke of Alan!fon, Charles's third 
brother t-: Thofe with the duke 0f Anjou had already been broke off. She fent 
the. earl of Worcefte.r to affifl: in her name at the baptifm of a young princefs, 
born to Charles; but before fhe agreed to give this laft mark. of condefcenfion, 
fhe_ thought it becoming her dignity, ·to renew her d:preffions of blame and even 
<>f deteftation againft the cmelt1es exercifed on his proteftant f6bjeCls :j:. Mean-

·while, fhe prepared herfelf .for that attack,· which feen1ed to threaten her from 
·the combined pOiWeF and :violence ·of -the 'R.om~nifts: · She fortified Portfmouth, 
put her fie-et;in order, e'Xercife<i' her militi-a, cultiv.ated popularity wit'h her fub
jects, acted with vigou-r for the -farther reduCl:ion of· Scotland under obedience to 
the .young King, and renewed her alliance with the German princes, who were 
no lefs alarmed than herfelf at thefe treacherous and fanguinary meafures, fo uni-
verfally embr.aced by the catholics. ·. . -

+ Digges, p. 247, z48. ·-· * Ibid. p. ·z68·. z8:z.. 
t Digges, p. 297, z98. Camden, p. 447• 

' t Ibid. p'affim. Camden, p. 447· 
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BuT tho' Elizabeth cautiouOy avoided the coming to extremities with Charles, Chap. III. 
the greateft fecurity, which lhe poffeffed againft his vi9lence, was derived Jrom , 157z. 

the difficulties, which the obftinate refiftance of the hugonots frill created to him. Frenchaffairs •. 

Such of that feet as lived near the frontiers, immediately, on the firft news of 
the maffacres, fled into England, Germany or Switzerland, where they excited 1571~ 
the compaffion and indignation of the proteftants, and prepared themfelves with 
encreafed forces and redoubled zeal, to return into France, and revenge the
treacherous Oaughter of their brethren. Thofe who ·lived in the middle of the 
kingdom, took fuelter in the neareft garrifons occupied by the hugonots ; and find-
ing,· that they could repofe no faith in capitulations, and expect no clemency,. 
were determined to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. 'The feet, which 
~harJes had tho).lght at on,e blow to exterminate, had now flO army of eighteen 
tho!.lfand men on foot, and poffeffe9 in different parts of the kingdom above an· 
IJ:undred cities, caftles,. or fortrdfes * ; nor could that prince deem himfelf fe-
c:ure from the invafion threateo,ed him by· all the o~her protdlants of Europe~ 
The nobility and gentry of .England w~re rouzed to fuch a pitch of refentment,., 
that they offered to levy an army of twenty·two thoufand foot .and fou.r thoufand! 
horfe, to tranfport them into France, and to maintain theJill fix months at their own 
charge: But Elizabeth, who was cautious in her meafures; and who feared tO. 
iaflame the quarrel between the two religions· by thefe dangerous cru[ades, refufed 
her confent, and moderated the zeal of her fubjet'rs t. The German princes, 
lefs political, or more fecure from the refentment of France, forwarded the levies. 
made by the protdl:anrs; and the prince of Conde, having efcaped from courr,, 
put himfelf at the head of thefe troops and prepared to enter the kingdom. 
The. duke of Alan~on,. the King of Navarre, the family of Montmorenci, and 
many ,confiderable men ev0n amor:~g .the catholics, difpleafed, either on a private or 
public account, with the meafures of the court, . favoured the progrefs of the 
hugonots; and every thing relapfed into confulion. The King inftead of re- lS.J4l-· 
penting his· violent councils, whicn had brought matters to fuch extremity, called 
aloud for new feveri[ies t;. nor could even the mortal diftemper, under which 
he laboured, moderate the rage and animality, by which he was actuated; He 
died without male iffue, at the age .of twenty· five years; a prince, whofe cha.- 3oth Ma.y:. 

racter,. contain-ing that unufual mixture of diffimulation and ferooi,ry, of quick 
refemment and unrelenting vengeance, executed the grtateft mifchiefs, and 
threatened ftill worfe, both to his nati:v~ c.ountry and to all Europ::-. Henry, 
duke of Anjou, who had fame time before bee.n elected King of Poland, no 

• Digges, p. 34.3· t Ibid. p. 335, 341. t Davila, lib. 5. ~ 
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fooner heard of his brother's death, than he haftened to take poffelf10n of the 
crown of France; and found the kingdom, not only involved in the greateft 
prefent diforders, but expofed to infirmities, for which it was extremely difficult 
to provide any fuitable remedy. The people were d1vided into two theological 
factions, furious fronl their zeal, and mutually enraged from the injuries which 
they had committed or received; and as all faith nad been violated and mode
ration banifhed, it feemed impraCticable to frame any terms of compofition be
tween them. Each party had devoted itfelf to leaders~ whofe commands had 
more authority than· the will of the fovereign ; and even the catholics, to whom 
tbe King was attached, were conducted entirely by the councils of Guife and. his 
family. The religious connexions had, on both fides, fuperceded the civil; or 
rather (for men will always be guided by prefent intereft) two empires being 
fecretly formed in the kingdom, every individual was engaged by new views of 
intereft to follow thofe leaders, to whom, during the courfe of paft convulfions, 
he had been indebted for his honours and preferment. Henry, obferving the 
low condition of the crown, had laid a fcheme for reftoring his own authority • 
by acting as umpire between the parties, by moderating their differences, and by 
reducing both to a dependance upon himfelf. He poffeffed all the talents of 
diffimulation requifite for the execution of this delicate plan ; but being deficient 
in vigour, application, and found underftanding, inftead of acquiring a fuperi
ority over both factions, he loft the confidence of both, and taught the parti· 
zans of each to adhere more clofely to their particular leaders, whom they found 
more hearty, cordial, and fincere, in the caufe, which they purfued. The hu
gonots were fortified by the acceffion of a German army under the prince of 
Conde and prince Cafimir; but much more by the credit and perfonal virtues of 
the King of Navarre, who, having fled from court, had placed himfelf at the 
head of that formidable party. Henry, in profecution of his plan, entered into 
a compofition with them.; and being defirous of preferving a balance between 
the fects, he granted them peace on the moft advantageous conditions. This 
was the fifth general peace made with the hugonots; but tho' it was no more 
fincere on the part of the court than any of the former, it gave the higheft dif
guft to the catholics ; and afforded the duke of Guife the defired pretence of 
declaiming againft the meafures, and maxims, and conduct of the King. That art
ful and bold leader took thence an occafion of rC!duciqg his party into a more formed 
and regular body; and he laid the firft foundation~;i)f the famous LEAGUE, which, 
without paying any regard to the royal authority, aimed at the entire fuppreffion 
of the hugonots. Such was the unhappy condition of France, from the paft 
feverities and violences of its princes, that toleration could no longer be admitted; 

and 
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and a conceffion for liberty of confcience, which would have probably appeafed the 
reformers, excited the moft vioknt refentment and animoOty in the catholics. 
Henry, in order to divert the force of the league from himfelf, and even to 

elude its efforts ag~infi: the hugonots, declared himfelf the head of that ferlitious 
confederacy, and took the fidd JS leader of the Romani!l:s. But his dilatory 
~nd feeble meafures difcovered his rel,1Ebnce to the undertaking; and after fry"'c 

unfuccefsful attempts, he conciL1ded a n~w peace, which tho' lefs favourable than 
the former to the protefi:ants, gave no contentment to the catholics. rvrutual 
diffidence ftill prevailed between the parties; the King's moderation was fufpi
cious to both ; each faction continued to fortify itfelf againfi: that breach, which, 
they forefaw, mufi: fpeedily enfue; theological controverfy daily whetted the ani
mofity of the fects; and every private injury became the ground of a public 
quarrel. The King, hoping, by his artifice and fubtlety, to allure the nation into 
a Jove of pleafure and repofe, was himfelf caught in the fnare; and l1nking into 
dif.folutenefs and indolence, wholly loft the efteem, and, in a great meafure, the 
affections of the nation. Infi:ead of advancing fuch men of charaCter and ability, 
as were neuters between thefe dangerous fa8.:ions, he gave all his confidence to 
young agreeable favourites, who, unable to prop his falling authority, leaned en
tirely upon it, and encreafed tl~e general odium againft his aJminiO:rat-ion. The 
public burthens, enueafed by his profufe liberality, and feeling more heavy on a 
difordered kingdom, became another ground of complaint; and the uncontrouled 
animofity of parties, joined to the multiplicity of taxes, rendered peace more 
calamitous than any op-::n ftate of foreign or even domeftic hoftility. The arti
fices of the King were too refined to fucceed, and too frequent to be concealed ; 
and the plain, direct, and avowed conduct of the duke of Guife on the one fide, 
and that of the King of Navarre on the other, drew by degrees the generality of 
the nation to devote tbemfel ves without referve to the one or the other of thofe 
great leaders. 

THE civil commotions of France were of too great importance to be over
looked by the other princes of Europe; and Elizabeth's foreOght and vigilance, 
tho' fomewhat reftrained by her frugality, led her to take fecretly fome part in 
them. Befides employing on all occafions her good offices in favour of the hu
gonots, fhe had expended no inconfiderable furus of money in levying that army 
of Germans, which the prince of Conde and prince Cafimir conduCted into F ranee t; 
-and notwithfi:anding all her negotiations with the court, and her profeffions of 
amity, lhe always confi.dered her own interefts as connected with the profperity 
of the French proteftants and the depreffion of the houfe of Guife. Philip, on 
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Chap. m. the other hand, had declared himfe!f protector of the league; had entered into 
1 579· the clofeft correfponoence with Guife; and had employed all his authority in [up

porting the credit of that faCtious le:tc~er. The fympathy of religion, which of itfelf 
begot a connexion of interefts, was one confiderable inducement; but that mo
narch had alfo in vieiV, tl:e fubduing his rebellious fubjetl:s in the Netherlands; 
who, as they received great encouragement from the French protefl:ants, would, 
he hoped, finally defpair of fuccefs, after the entire fuppreffion of their friends 
and confederates. 

TH.c fame political views, which engaged Elizabeth to fupport the hugo
. nots, would have led her to affifl: the diftreffed protefiants in the Low Coun-
tries; but the mighty power of Philip, the tranquillity of all his other do

Civil wars of minions, and the great force which he maintained in thefe mutinous provin-· 
the Low ces, kept her in awe, and obliged her, notwithfianding all temptations and aU 
Countries. provocations, to preferve fome terms of amity with that monarch. The Spa-

nifh ambaffctdor remon(hated to her, that many of the Flemifh exiles, who in
fefted the feas, and preyed on his mafl:er's fubjeCts, were received into the har
bours of England, and were there permitted to difpofe of their prizes ; and by 
thefe remonfl:rances the Qyeen found herfelf under a neceffity of denying them 
all entrance into her dominions. But this meafure proved in the iffue extremely 
prejudicial to the interefts of Philip. Thefe defperate exiles, finding no longer 
any poffibility of fubfiftance, were forced to attempt the moil: perillous enter
prizes ; and they made an affault on the Brille, a feaport town in Holland, 
where they met with fuccefs, and, after a fhort refiftance, became mafters of 
the place ·:i<, The duke of Alva was alarmed with the danger; and fl:opping 
thofe bloody executions, which he was making on the defencelefs Flemings, he 
hafl:ened with his army to extinguiih the flame, which, falling on materials fo 
well prepared for combufiion, feemed to menace a general conflagration. His 
fears foon appeared to be well grounded. The people in the neighbourhood of 
the Brille, enraged by that complication of cruelty, oppreffion, infolence, ufurpa
tion, and pcrfe'cmion, under which they laboured, flew to arms; and in a few 
dJys almofl: the whole province of Holland and that of Zealand had revolted 
from the Spaniards, and had openly declared againft the tyranny of Alva. This 
event happened in the year 1572. 

vV I LLI AM' prince of Orange, defcended from a fovereign family of great 
lufl:re and antiquity in Germany, inheriting the poffeffions of a fovereign family 
in France, had fixed his refidence in the Low Countries; and on account of his 

8 
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noble birth and immenfe riches, as well as of his p-:rfonal virtues, was tniver
fally regarded as the greateft fubj:B:, who lived in thofc provinces. He had op· 
pofed by all regular and dutiful means tl-]e prog:-cfs of the Sp1ni'h ufurpation5; 
and when Alva conducted his army into t 11e Necherbnds, and afEn:ed the go· 
vernment, this prince, well acquainted wit!1 the vi0knt charact:r of the odn, 
and the tyrannical fpirit of the court of M 1dml, wiC:ly A.ed from th~ danger wh il 
threatened him, and retired to his paternal efl:ate and dominio· s in Gl.'rm ... ny. 
He was cited to appear before Alva's tribunal, was condemne-d m abt(ncc-, was 
declared a rebel, and his ample poffeflions in the Low Countries were confiJ:ated. 
In revenge, he levied an army of proteftants in the empire, and made fome at
tempts to rcf1ore the Flemings to liberty; but was ftill repulfed with lofs by rhe 
vigilance and military conduct of Alva, and by the great bravery as well as 
difcipline, of thofe veteran Sp:miards who ferved under that general. The revolt 
of Holland and Zealand, provinces which the Prince of Orange formerly com
manded, and where he was infinitely beloved, called him anew from his retreat; 
and he added conduct, no Iefs than fpirit, to that obO:inate refiftance, which 
was here made to the Spanifh dominion. By uniting the revolted towns into a 
league, he laid the foundation of that illuftrious commonwealth, the offspring 
of induftry and liberty, whofe arms and policy have made long fo ligna! a figure 
in every tr,mfaction of Europe. He inflamed the inhabitants by every motive, 
which religion, refentment, or love of freedom could infpire. Tho' the pre
feat greatnefs of the Spaniih monarchy might deprive them of all courag<- he 
ftill flattered them with the concurrence of the other provinces, and wit:1 .l~!W:

ance from the neighbouring ftates; and he exhorted them, in defence of their re
ligion, their liberties, their lives, to endure the utmoft extremities of war. From 
this fpirit proceeded the defperate defence of Harlem; a defence, which nothing 
but the moft confuming famine cou~d overcome, and which the Spaniards re
venged by the execution of more than two thoufand of the inhabitants *. This 
extreme feverity, inftead of fl:riking terror into the Hollanders, animated them 
by defpair; and the vigorous refif1ance made at Alcmaer, where Alva was finally 
repulfed, ihowed them that their infolent enemies were not wholly invincible. 
The duke, finding at Jail the pernicious effeCts of his violent councils, folicited 
to be re-called from the government : Medina-celi, who was appointed his fuc
ceifor, refufed to accept the charge: Requefens, commendator of CaO:ile, was 
fent from Italy to replace Alva; and this tyrant departed from the l'Tetherl.mds 
in 1574; le:lVing his name in execration to the i11habitants, and boafling in his 

* Be~ti voglio, lib. 7. 
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turn, tLat, during the courfe of five years government, he had delivered above: 
eishteen thoufand of thefe rebellious heretics into the hands of the executioner *. 

REQ.YESENS, tho' a man of milder dilpoGtions, could not appeafe the violent 
hatred, which the revolted Hollanders had entertained againft the Spani!h govern
ment; and the war continued as obftinate as ever. In the fiege of Leyden, un
dertaken by the Spaniards, the Dutch opened the dykes and fiuices, in order to 
drive them from that enterprize; and the very peafants were aCtive in ruining 
their fields by an inundation, rather than fall again under the hated tyranny or 
Spain. But notwithfl:anding this repulfe, the governor frill purfued the war; 
and the conteft feemed too unequal between fo mighty a monarchy, and two fmall 
provinces, however fortified by nature, and however defended by the defperate 
refolution of the inhabitants. The prince of Orange, therefore, in I 57 5, was 
refolved to fue for foreign affiftance, and to make applications to one or other 
of his great neighbours, Henry or Elizabeth. The court of France was not ex
empt from that fpirit of tyranny and perfecution which prevailed among the 
Spaniards ; and that kingdom, torne by domefric diifenfions, feemed not to en~ 
joy, at prefent, either leifure or ability to pay regard to foreign interefl:s. But 
England, long conneCted both by commerce and alliance with the Netherlands, 
and now more concerned in the fate of the revolted provinces by a fympathy in 
religion, femed naturally interefl:ed in their defence; and as Elizabeth had juftly 
entertained great jealoufy againH: Philip, and governed her powerful and opulent 
kingdom in perfect tranquillity, great hopes were entertained, that her policy, 
her ambition, or her generofity, would engage her to fupport them under their 
prefent calamities. They fent, therefDre, a folemn embaify to London, con
fifl:ing of St. Aldegonde, Douza, Nivelle, Buys, and Melfen ; and after em~ 
ploying the mofl: humble fupplications to the Q~1een, they preferred her the 
poffeffion and fovereignty of their provinces, if fhe would employ her power in 
their defence. 

THERE were many ihong motives which might impel ElizJbcth to accept fo 
liberal an offer. She was apprized of the injuries which Philip had done her, by his 
intrigues with the malecontents in England and Ireland :j:: She was difpleafed to fee 
a violent and military government ereC.:ed 1n her neighbourhood: She forefJW 
~he danger which fhe :lhould incur from a total prevalence of the catholics in the 
Low Countries: And the maritime fitu1ti m of thofe provinces, as well as their 
command over the great rivers, was a very inviting circumftance to a nation like 
the Englifh, who were beginning to cultivate ccrnmerce and naval power. B.;t: 

* Grotius, lib. 2, t Digges, p. 73• 
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this princefs, tho' magnanimous, had never entertained the ambition of making 
conquefts, or gaining new acquiutions; and the whole purpofe of her vigilant 
and aCtive politics, was to maintain, by the moft frugal and cautious expedients, 
the tranquillity of her own dominions. An open war with the Spanifh monarchy 
was the apparent confequence of her accepting the dominion of thefe provinces ; 
and afrer taking the inhabitants under her proteCtion, fue could never afterwards 
in honour abandon them, but, however defperate their defence might become, 
fhe muft embrace it, even farther than her convenience or intereft would per
mit. For thefe reafons, fhe refufed, in plain terms, the fovereignty preferred 
her; but told the ambaifadors, that, in return for the good-will which the prince 
of Orange and the States had !hewn her, fue would endeavour to mediate an 
agreement for them, on the moft reafonable conditions which could be obtained t. 
She fent accordingly Sir Henry Cobham to Philip; and reprefented to him, the 
danger which he would incur of loung al1 the Low Countries, if France could 
obtain the leaft interval from her inteftine diforders, and find leifure to offer he-r 
proteCtion to the mutinous and difcontented inhabitants. Philip feemed to take 
this remonftrance in good part ; but no accord enfued, and the war continued 
with the fame rage and violence as before. 

IT was an accident that delivered the Hollanders from their prefent defperate 
fituation. Requefens, the governor, dying fuddenly, the Spanifh troops, dif
contented for want of pay, and licentious for want of a proper authority to com
mand them, broke out into a furious mutiny ; and threw every thing into confu
fion. They facked and pillaged the cities of Maeftricht and Antwerp, and com
mitted great ·f1aughter on the inhabitants : They threatened ·an' the other cities 
with a like fate: And all the provinces, excepting Luxembourg, unit~d for mu
tual defence againft their violence, and called in the prince of Orange and the Hoi-· 
landers, as their protectors. A treaty, commonly called the Pacification of 
Ghent, was formed by common agreement; where the removal of foreign troops,. 
and the reftoration of their ancient liberties, were the objects which the provinces 
ftipulated to purfue. Don John of Auftria, natural brother to Philip, being 
appointed governor, found, on his arrival at Luxembourg, that the States had 
fo fortified rhemfelves, and that the Spa:nifh troops were fa divided by their fitua
tion, that there was no powbility of refi(tance; and he agreed to the terms re
q.uirecl of him. The Spaniards were recalled; and thefe provinces feemed at laft. 
to breathe a little from th:::ir calamities. 

BuT it was not eafi' for an entii·e peace to be fett1ed, while the thirt1: of re
venge and dominion governed the King of Spain, and while the Flemings were fo> 

t Camden, P· 453• 454· 
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fl:rongly agitated with refentment of paft, and fear of fut:Jre inj •ries. The am~ 
bition of Don John, who coveted this great theatre for b:s military talents, en
gaged him rather to enflame than appeafe the quarrel; and as he found the St::ttes 
determined to impofe very fhic1 limitations on his authority, he broke all arti
cles, feized Namur, and procured the recal of the Spanifh army from Italy. 
This pri11ce, endowed with a lofty genius, and animated by the profperous fuc
ceffes of his youth, had oper.ed his mind to vail: undertakings ; and looking 
much beyond the conquefr of the revolted provinces, had projttl:ed to marry 
the Queen of Scots, and to acquire in her right the dominion of the BritiCn 
kingdoms*. Elizabeth was aware of his intentions; and feeing now, from the 
union of all the provinces, a fair profpetl: of making a long and vigorous defence 
againft Spain, !he no longer fcrupled to embrace the proteCtion of their liberties, 
which feemed to be fo intimately conneCted with her own fafety. After fending 
them a fum of money, about twenty thoufand pounds, for the immediate pay 
of their troops, :!he concluded a treaty with them; in which :!he ftipuhted to 
affift them with five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, at the charge of the 
Flemings; and to lend them a hundred thoufand pounds, on receiving the bonds 
of for:ne of the moft conflderable towns of the Netherland£, for her re-payment 
within the year. It was farther agreed, that the commander of the Englifh 
army, fhould be admitted into the council of the States ; and nothing be deter
mined concerning war or peace, without previouf1y informing the Q_ueen or him 
of it; that they :!hould enter into no league without her ·confent; that if any 
difcord arofe among themfelves, it ihould be referred to her arbitration; and that, 
if any prince, on any pretext, f110uld attempt hoflilities againft her, they fhould fend 
ro hsr affiftance an army equal to that which :!he had employed in their defence. 
This alliance was figned on the 7th of January, 1578 t. One confiderable in
ducement to the ~een for entering into treaty with the States, was to prevent 
their throwing themfelves into the arms of France; and :!he was defirous to make 
the King of Spain believe, thr.t it was her fole motive. She reprefented to him, 
by her ambaffador, Th<?r:.us \Vilkes, that :!he had hitherto acted religioul1y the 
part of a good neighbour and ally ; had refufed the fovereignty of Holland and 
Zealand, when profered her ; had counfelled the prince of Orange to fub
mit to the King; and had even accompanied her advice with menaces, in cafe 
of his refufal. She perfevered, fl1e faid, in the fame friendly intentions; and, 
as· a proof of it, would venture to interpofe with her advice for the compofure 
of the prefent differences: Let Don John, whom lhe could not but regard as 
her mortal enemy, be recalled ; let fome other prince more popular be fubft1-
tuted in his place; let the Spani:fh armies be withdrawn ; let the Flemings 

"' Camden, p. 466, Grotius, Jib. iii. t Camden, p. 466, 
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be refl:ored to their ancient liberties and privileges: And if, after thefe conceffi
ons, they were fiill obfl:inate not to return t-o their duty, fhe promifed to join her 
arms to thofe of the King of Spain, and force them to a compliance. Philip 
di!fembled his refentment againfl: the ~1een; and fl:ill continued to fupply Don 
John with money and troops. That prince, tho' once repulfed at Riminant, by 
the valour of the Englifh under Norris, and tho' oppofed, as well by the army 
of the States as by prince Cafimir, who had conducted to the Low Countries a 
great body of Germans, paid by the ~1een, gained a great advantage over the 
Flemings at Gemblours ; but was cut off in the midfl: of his profperity by poi
fan, given him fecretly, as wasfufpeCl:ed, by orders from Philip, who dreaded 
his ambition. The prince of Parma fucceeded to the command, who uniting va
lour and clemency, negociation and military exploits, made great progrefs againft 
the revolted Flemings, and advanced the progrefs of the Spaniards by h:s arts as 
well as by his arms. 

DuRING thefe years, while Europe was aimoft every where in great commo
tion, England enjoyed a profound tranquillity ; owing chiefly to the prudence 
and vigour of the ~een's adminiil:ration', and to the wife precautions which fhe 
employed in all her meafures. By fupporting the zealous proteO:ants in Scotland, 
!he had twice given them the fuperiority over their antagoniO:s,. had conneCted 
their interefl: clofely with her own, and had procured herfelf entire fecmity from 
that quarter, whence the moll dangerous invafions could be made upon her. 
She faw in France her enemies, the Guifes, tho' extremely powerful, yet coun~ 
terbalanced by the Hugonots, her zealous partizans ; and even hated by the 
King, who was jealous of their refl:lefs and exorbitant ambition. The bigotry of 
Philip gave her jufl: ground of anxiety; but the fame bigotry had happily 
excited the moil: obO:inate oppofition among his own fubjeBs, and had created 
him enemies~ which his arms and policy were not likely foon to overcome. The 
~een of Scots, her antagonift an9 rival, and the pretender to her throne, was 
a prifoner in her hands; and by her Impatience and high fpirit had been engaged in 
praCtices which afforded the ~een a pretence for rendering her confinement more 
rigorous, and for cutting off her communication with her partizans in England. Re
ligion was the capital point, on which depended all the political tranfatl:ions of that 
age; and the ~1een's conduct in this particular, making allowance for the prevail
ing prejudices of the age, could fcarcely be accufed of feverity or imprudence. 
She efl:abliihed no inquifition into men's bofoms; !hc- impofed no oaths of fupre
macy, except on thofe who received truft or emolument from the public : And 
tho' the exercife of all religion but the el1:abli!hed was prohibited, the violation 
of this law, by the faying mafs, an9 receiving the facrament, in private houfes, 
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was, in many infiances, connived at'*; while, at the fame time, the catholics~ 
in the beginning of her reign, fhewed little reluCtance againft going to church, 
or frequenting the ordin.1ry duties of public wodhip. The pope, fenfible that 
this practice would by d r:grees reconcile all his partizans to the reformed religion, 
hafiened the publication of the bull, excommunicating the Qt;1een, and freeing 
her fubjctl:s from all oaths of allegiance; and great pains were taken by the 
emiffaries of Rome, to render the breach between the two religions as wide as 
poffible, and to make 

1 

the frequenting protefl:ant churches appear highly criminal 
to the catholics t. Thefe practices, with the rebellions which enfued, increafed 
the vigilance a11d feverity of the government; but the Romanifl:s, if their con
dition was compared _with that of the Nonconformifl:s in o-ther countries, and 
with their ov;,·n rraetices where they domineered, could not jufily complain much 
of violence or perfecution. The ~een appeared rather more anxious to keep a 
ft:riet hand over the puritans; who, tho' their pretenfions were not fo immediate
ly dangerous to her authority, feemed to be actuated by a more unreafonable ob
fiinacy, and to retain claims, of which, both in civil and ecclefiaftical matters, 
it was, as yet, difficult to difcern the full fcope and intention. Some fecret at
tempts of that feet to eftabliih a feparate congregation and difcipline, had been 
carefully repre!fed in the beginning of this reign :j:; and when any of the efl:a
.blifhed clergy difcovered a tendency to their principles, by omitting the legal ha
bits or ceremonies, the Q8een had fhewn a determined refolution to punifh them 
by fines and deprivations 11 ; tho' her orders to that purpofe had, by the protec
tion which thefe fectaries received from fome of the mofl: confi.derable courtiers, 
been frequently eluded. But what chiefly tended to gain Elizabeth the hearts of 
her fubjeB:s, was, her frugality, which, tho' carried fometimes to an extreme, 
Jed her not to amafs treafures, but only to prevent impofitions upon the people, 
who were at that time very little accufl:omed to bear the bunhens of government. 
By means of her rigid oeconomy, fhe paid all the debts which fue found on the 
crown~ with their full intereft; tho' fome of thefe debts had been contraCted 
even during the reign of her father +· She repaid fome loans, which fhe had ex
aCted at the .commencement of her reign ; a practice in that age fomewhat unu
fual §: And fhe eftabli!hed her credit on fuch a footing, that no fovereign in 
Europe could more readily command any fum which the public exigencies might 
at a~y time require**. During this peaceable and uniform government, Eng.-

110 Camden, p. 459· t Wal!ingham's Letter in Burnet, vol. ii. p. 418. Cabbala, p. 406. 
J Strypc's Life of Parker, p. 342. Ibid. Life of Grind a!, p. 31 5· ~Hey lin, p. 165, x66~ 
;t D'Ewes, p. 24-5· Camden, p. 4-46. § D'Ewes, p. 246. ,!*!bid. P· 245• 
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land furniihes few materials for hHl:ory; and except the fmall part which Eliza- Chap. Iff. 

beth took in foreign tranfactions, there Larce pJfTed any occurrence which n-quires I)/9· 

a particular detail. 
THE rnofl: memorable event in this period was a fc:ffion of Parliament, fum·· AP ... rliament.. 

mooed on the 8th of February, 1576, where debates were ftarted, which m;>y 
appear fomewhat curious and fingular. Peter Wentworth, a puritan, who lud 
fignalized himfelf in former Parliaments, by his free and undaunted fpirir, 
Dpened this feffion with a premeditated harangue, which drew on him the indig-
nation of the houfe, and gave great offence to the ~1een and the courtitTs. As 
it feems to contain the firft rude iketch of thofl~ princip!~'s of liberty which hap-
pily gaintd afterwards the afcendant in England, it may not be improper to give, 
in a few words, the fubf1:ance of it. H<:: premifed, that the very name of liberty 
is fweet; but the thing itfelf is precious beyond the moft inef1:imable tredturc: 
And that it behoved them to be careful, left, contenting themfdves with the 
fweetnefs of the name, they forego the fubfiance, and abandon \Vhat of all earth
ly poffeffions was of the higheft value to the kingdom, He then pr~;~ttcled w 
obferve, that freedom of fpeech in that houfe, a privilege fo ufefuf both to fove
reign and fubjecr, haj been formerly infringed in many dfential articles, and was, 
at prefent, expofed to the mof1: imminent danger: That it was ufua!, when any 
fubject of importance was handled, efpecially if it regarded religion, to furmife, 
that thefe topics were difagreeable to the ~1een, and that the farther proceeding in 
them would draw down her indignation upon their temerity_: That Solomon had 
juftly affirmed the King's difpleafure to be a meffenger of death; and ir was no 
wonder that men, even tho' urged by motives of confcience and dury, f11 "dd be 
inclined to ftop fhort, when they found themfelves expofed rq fo f_ vert a per'aity: 
That by employing this argument, the houfe was incapacitated from fer '-'ing their 
country, or even from ferving the ~een herfelf; whofe ears, bdieged b, perni
cious flatterers, were thereby rendered inacceffible to the moft fa! Lltary t rurhs : 
That it was a mockery to call an alfembly a Parliament, and yet deny them that 
privilege, which was fo effential to their being, and without which they mull de
generate into an abject fchool of fervitude and diffimularion: That as the Parlia. 
ment was the great guardian of the laws, they ougiJt to have lib: rty to di charge 
their truit, and to maintain that authority whence even Kings themfelve:, derive 
their being: Th;:t a King was coDf1-,tuted fuch by law, and tho' be was not r1c:>~t·o· 
dant on man, yet W~JS he fubordinate to God and the law, and was obliged com ke 
their pn·fcriptions, not his own will, the rule of his cundutt : That even ;-:is 
commiffion, as God's vicegerent, enforced, inftead of loofening, this obligJtion; 
fince he was thereby invefied with authority to exe_cute on earth the will ol God, 

VoL. IV. X whiLh, 
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Chap. lli. which is nothing but law and juftice : That tho' thefe furmifes of difplealing tlie 
'.1.57J· ~een by their proceedings, had impeached, in a very eifential point, all free

dom of fpeech, a privilege granted them by a fpecial law;. yet was there a more 
exprefs and_~re dangerous invafion made on their liberties, by frequent meffages 
from the throne: That it had become a praCtice,. when the houfe were entering 
on any queflion, eid1er ecclefiaftical or civil,. to bring an order from the ~een,. 
inhibiting them abfoJutely to treat of fuch matters, and barring. them aU farther 
difcuffion of thefe momentuous articles : That the prelates, emboldened by her 
royal proteCtion, had a.Jfumed a decifive power in all quefi:ions of religion, and 
required that every one fhoutd implicitl'y fubmit his faith to their arbitrary deter
minations : That the love which he bore his fovereign, forbad him to be filent 
under fuch abufes, or to facrifice, on this important occafion, his duty to fer-vile 
flattery and complaifance : And that, as no earthly creature was exempt from 
fault, fo neither was the Qyeen herfelf; but in impofing this fervitude on her 
faithful commons, had committed a grear, and even dangerous,_ fault againft 
herfelf and the whole realm*. 

IT is eafy to obferve:r from this fpeech,. that i"n thefe dawnings of liberty,, 
the parliamentary ftile was ftilJ crude and unformed ; and that the proper deco
rum of attacking minifrers and counfellors, wi-thout intereffing the honour of the 
crown, or mentioning the perfon of the fovereign, was- not as yet entirely efi:a
blilhed. The commons expreffed great difpleafure at this unufual. licence: They 
fequeftered Wentworth from the houfe, and committed him prifoner to the fer
jeant at arms. They even ordered him to be examined by a committee, conGft
ing of all thofe members who were alfo members of the privy-council, and a re
port to be made next day to the houfe. This committee met in the ftar-cham
brr, and wearing the afpecr of that arbitrary court, fummoned Wentworth to 
appear before them, and anfwer for his behaviour. But tho~ the commons had 
difcoverea fo little delicacy or precaution, in thus confounding their own autho .. 
rity with that of the Star-chamber; Wentworth underflood better the principles 
of libert7, and refufed to give thefe counfellors any account of his conduct in 
Parliament, till be was fatisE:.:J. that they atl:ed not as members of the privy-coun
cil, but as a committee of the houfe t. He juftified himielf by pleading the rigour 
and hardihip of the ~Jeen's meifages; and notwithftanding that the committee
:ihewed him,. by infiances in other reigns, that the practice of fending fuch meffages. 
was not unprecedented, he would not agree to exprefs anyforrow or repentance. The 
iifue of the affair was, that, after a month's confinement, the ~een fent to. the com
mons,. informing them, that, from her fpecial grace and favour, Ihe had refi:ored him. 

t Jbid, P• 241, 
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to his liberty and to his place in the houfe §. By this feeming lenity, ibe indireCl:ly 
retained the power which fhe had alfumed, of imprifoning the members, and oblig~ 
ing them to anfwer ~efore her for their conduct in Parliament. And Sir Walter 
Mildmay endeavoured to make the houfe fenfible of her Majdl:y's goodnefs, in 
fo gently remitting the indignation which fhe might juftly conceive at the teme
rity of their member : But he informed them, that they had not the liberty of 
fpeaking what and of whom they pleafed; and that indifcreet freedoms ufed in 
that houfe, had, both in the prefent and foregoing ages, met with a proper pu
nifhment. He warned them, therefore, not to abufe farther the ~een's cle
mency ; left fhe be conftrained, contrary to her inclination, to turn an unfucceit
ful lenity into a neceffary feverity •. 

THE behaviour of the two houfes was, in other refpeCl:s, eq\:lally tame and 
fubmiffive. Inftead of a bill, which was at firft introduced i', for the reforma
tion of the church, they were contented to prefent a petition to her majell:y for 
that purpofe: And when fhe told them, that fue would give orders to her bi· 
fuops, to amend all abufes, and if they were negligent, lhe would herfelf, by 
her fupreme power and authority over the church, give fuch redrefs as would en
tirely fatisfy the nation ; the Parliament willingly acquiefced in this fovereign and 
peremptory decifion t. 

THo' the commons ihewed fo little fpirit in oppoGng the authority of the 
crown, they maintained, this feffion, their dignity againft an incroachment of 
the lords, and would not agree to a conference which, they thought, was de_fired 
of them in an irregular manner. They acknowleged, however, with all humble
nefs, (fuch was their expreffion) the fuperiority of the lords ; They only refufed 
to give that houfe any reafon for their proceedings ; and afferted, that where they 
altered a bill fent them by the peers, it belonged to them to defire a conference, 
not to the upper houfe to require it u. 

THE commons granted an aid of one fubfidy and .two fifteenths. Mildmay, 
in order to fatisfy the houfe concerning the reafonablenefs of this grant, entered int() 
a detail of the ~een's pafr expe.nces in fupporting the government, and of the 
iocreafing charges of the crown, from the dailr increafe of the price of all com
modities. He did nor, however, forget to admonifh them, that they were to re
gard this detail as the pure effeCt of the ~cen's condefcenfio.n, fince ihe was not 
bound to yield them any account lww !he employed her treafure .,J-. 

§ D' Ewes, p. 24-4. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Scots affairs.-Spanijh affairs.-Sir Francis Drake.--A Par
liament.-Negotiations qf marriage 7.vith the' duke of Anjou.-
Scots affairs.-Letter if ~een Mary to EHzabeth.-CorifPi
racies in England.-A Parliament.-'Ihe ecclefiajlical commijjion. 
--Affairs of the Low Countries.--Hojlz'lities with Spain. 

T HE greateft and mofl: abfolute fecurity which Elizabeth enjoyed during her 
whole reign, never exempted her from vigilance and attention; but the 

fcene began now to be more overcaft, and dangers gradually multiplied on her 
from more than one quarter. 

THE earl of Morton had hitherto retained Scotland in firict alliance with the 
Queen, and had alfo refrored domeftic tranquillity: But it was not likely, that 
the faCtious and legal authority of a rC'gent would long maintain itfelf in a 
country unacquainted with law and order ; where even the natural dominion of 
hereditary princes fo often met with oppofition and controul. The nobility be
gan anew to break into factions : The people were difgufl:ed with fome inftances 
which appeared of Morton's avarice : And the clergy, who complained of far
ther incroachments on their narrow revenue, joined and increafed the difcontent 
of the other orders. The regent was fenfible of his dangerous fituation; and hav- 1 

ing dropt fome peevifh expreffions, as if be were willing or defirous to refign the 
government, the noblemen of the oppofite party, favourites of the young King, 
laid nold of this conceffion, and required that demiffion which be feemed fo 
frankly to offer them. James was at ~his titTle but eleven years of age; yet Mor
ton~ having fecured himfelf, as he imagined, by a general pardon, refigned his 
authority into the hands of the King, who pretended to conduCt, in his own 
name, the adminifl:ration of the kingdom. The reg'=nt retired from the govern
ment, and feemed to employ himftlfentirely in the care of his domeftic affairs ;. 
but either tired with this tranquillity, which appeared infipid after the agitations 
of ambition, or thinking it time to throw off Jiffimulation, he returned again to 
court, acquired an afcendant in the council; and tho' be refumed not the title of 
regent) governed with the fame authority as before. The oppofite party, after 
holding feparate conventions, took to arms, on pretence of delivering their 

pnnce 
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prince from captivity, and reftoring him to the free exercife of his government: 
~een Elizabeth interpofed by her ambaffador, Sir Robert Bowes, and mediated 
an agreement between the faCtions: Morton kept poffc.::ffion of the government ; 
but his enemies were numerous and vigilant, and his authority feemed to become 
every day more precarious. 

THE count d' Aubigney, of the houfe of Lenox, couGn-german to the King's 
father, had been born and educated in France>; and being a young nobleman of 
a good addrefs, and a fwec:r difpofition, h, appeared to the duke of Guile a very 
proper inO:rument for detaching James from the Englifh intereO:, and connect
ing him with his morher and her r;:lations. He no fooner appeared at Stir
ling, where James refided, than he acquired the affeCtions of the young monarch; 
and joining his intere11-s with James StuJrt of the houfe of Ochilcree, a young 
man of profligate mar.ners, who had acquired the King's favour. he employed 
himfelf, under the appearance of play and amufement, in inflilli11g into the ten
der mind of the prince new fentiments of politics and government. He repre
fenLd to him the injuftice which had been done Mary in her depofition, and made 
him entertain thoughts, either of refigning the crown into her hands, or of affo. 
ciating her with him in the adrniniil:ration *. Elizabeth, alarmed with the dan
ger which might enfue from the prevalence of this interefl in Scotland. fent anew 
Sir Robert Bowes to- Stirling; and accuGng Aubigney, now created earl of Le
nox, of an attachment to the French ; warned James againft entertaining fuch 
fufpicious and dangerous conneCtions f-. The King excufed himfelf, by Alexan
der Humc his ambaffador; and Lenox, finding that the Q2een had openly de
clared againO: him, was farther con6rmed in his intention of overturning the 
Engli!h interefl, and particularly of ruining Morton, who was regarded as the 
head of it. That nobleman was arrefted in council, accufed as an accomplice in 
the late King's murder, committed to prifon, brought to trial, and condemned 
to fuffer as a traitor. He confeffed, that Bothwell had comm-unicated to him the 
defign, had pleaded lVIary's a:ffenr, and had defired his concurrence; but he de~ 
nied, that he had ever given his approbation to that crime ; and in excufe for 
his concealment, alledged the danger of revealing it, either to Henry, who had 
no refolution nor conftancy, or to l\1ary, who appeared to be an accomplice in the 
murder i· Sir Thomas Randolph was fc.::nt by the ~een to intercede in favoLJr 
of Morton ; and that ambaffador, not content with difcharging this duty of his 
funCtion, engaged, by his perfuafion, the earls of Argyle, Montrofe, Angus, 
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Marre, and G!encarne, to enter into a confederacy for protetl:ing, even by force of 
arms, the life of the prifoner. The more to overawe that nobleman's enemies, 
Elizabeth ordered forces to be affernbled on the borders of England ; but this 
expedient ferved only to haften his fentence and execution [l. Morton died with. 
that confrancy and refolution which had attended him thro' all the various events 
of his life ; and left a reputation, which was lefs difputed with regard to ability 
than probity and virtue. But this conclufion of the fcene happened not till the 
fubfequent year. 

ELIZABETH was at this time extremely anxious on accouut of every revolu
tion in Scotland ; becaufe that country alone, not being feparated from England 
by fea, and bordering on all the catholic and malecontent countie~, afforded her 
enemies a fafe and eafy method of attacking her ; and becaufe the was fenfible, 
that Mary, thinking herfelf abandoned by the French monarch., had been en~ 
gaged by the Guifes to have recourfe to the powerful protection of Philip, who, 
tho' he had not yet .come to an open rupture with the ~een, was every day, both 
by the injuries which he committed and received, more exafperated againft her. 
That he might retaliate for the affiftance which fue gave to his rebels in the Low 
Countries, he had fent, under the name of the pope *, a body of feven hundred 
Spaniards and Italians into Ireland; where the inhabitants, always turbulent, and 
difcontented with the Engiifh government, were ROW more alienated by religious 
prejudices, and were ready to join every invader. The Spanifh general, San 
Jofepho, built a fort in Kerry; and being there befieged by the earl of Ormond, 
prefident of Mut1!kr, who was foon after joined by lord Gray, the deputy, he 
made a very weak ancr cowardly reflftance. After fome a!faults, feebly fufi:ained, 
he furrendered at difcretion; and Gray, who was attended with a very fmall force, 
finding himfelf embarraffed with fo many prifoners, put all the Spaniards and Itali
ans to the fword without mercy, and hanged about fifteen hundred Irilh: A 
cruelty which gave great dtfpleafure to Elizabeth t. 

WHEN the Englifu ambaffador made complaints of this invafion, he was an
fwered by like complaint-s of the pyracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold 
feaman, who had affaulted the Spaniards in the place where they deemed them
felves the moft fecure, in the new world. This man, fprung from mean parents 
in tbe county of Devon, having acquired confiderable riches by fome depreda
tions made on the Spaniards in the ifthmus of Panama, and having there got a 
fight of the Pacific ocean, was fo !Emulated by ambition and avarice, that he fcru-
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pled not to employ his whole fortune in a new adventure thro' thofe feas, fo much 
unknown at that time to all the European nations *. By means of Sir Chrifto
pher Hatton, then vice-chamberlain, a great favourite of the ~1een, he obtained 
her confent and approbation; and fet fail from Plymouth in 1577, with four 
1hips and a pinnace, on board of which were 164 able failors t. He paffed into 
the South Sea by the Straits of Magellan, and falling on the Spaniards, who ex
peCted no enemy in thefe quarters, he took many rich prizeS, and prepared to 
return with the immenfe booty, which he had acquired. Apprehenfive of being 
intercepted by the enemy, if he took the fame way homewards, by which he 
had reached the Pacific Ocean, he attempted to find a paifage by the north of Cali
fornia; and failing in that enterprize, he fet fail for the Eaft Indies, and returned 
fafely this year by the Cape of Good Hope. He was the firft Engliihman who 
failed round the Globe; and the firft commander in chief: For Magellan, whofe 
1hip executed the fame ad venture, died in his paifage. His name became very 
celebrated on account of fo bold and fortunate an attempt ; but many, appre· 
bending the refentment of the Spaniards, endeavoured to perfuade the OEeen, 
that it would be more prudent to difown the enterprize, to punifh Drake, and to 

reftore the treafure. But Elizabeth, who admired valour, and who was allured 
by the profpeB: of fharing in the riches, determined to countenance that galla-nt 
failor: She conferred on him the honour of knighthood, and accepted of a 
banquet from him at Deptford, on board the ihip which had atchieved fo me
morable a voyage. When Philip's ambaifador, Mendoza, exclaimed againfl: 
Drake's pyracies, fhe told him, that the Spaniards, by arrogating a right to the 
whole new world, and excluding thence all other European nationll, who fhould 
fail thither, even with a view of exercifing the mofr lawful commerce, very na. 
turally tempted others to make a violent irruption into thefe countries :j:_. To, 
pacify, however, the Spaniih monarch, fbe caufed part of the booty to be re
ftored to Pedra Sebura, a Spaniard, who pretended to be agent for the merchants, 
whom Drake had fpoiled. Having learned afterwards, _that Philip had feized 
the money, and had employed part of it againft herfelf in Ireland, part of it in 
the pay of the prince of Parma's troops, fhe determined to make no. more refti
ttltions. 

THERE was another caufe, which induced the Q1;1een to take this refolution: 

She was in fuch want of money, that ihe was obliged to. aifemble a Parliament; 
a meafure, which, as lhe herfelf openly declared, fhe never embraced, ex--J 
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c:-.ap. TV. cept whrn obliged by the neceffity of her affairs. The Parliament, bdi.~Jes 

'5 81 • granting her a fu~;pJy of one fubfidy and two fifteens, enacb:-d fome fLtutes for 
x6•hlmuary. the fecurity of the government, chiefly againfi the attem;)tS of the catholics. 
A Par!iJment. Vi hoever, in any way, reconciled any one co the church of Rome, or was him

felf reconciled, was declared to be guilty of treafon : To fay mafs was fubjetled 
to the penalty of a year's imprifonmenr, and a fine of two hundred merks; the 
hearing it was pundh::~ble by a year's imprifonment and a fine of an h•.mdrcd 
merks: A fine of. twenty pounds a month was impofed on every one who con
tinued, during that time, abfent from church*. To utter f1ar.derous or feditious 
words againfi: the Q~een was punifhable, for the firfi: offence, with the pillory 
and lofs of ears; the fecond offence was declared felony : The writing or printing 
fuch words was felony even on the firfl offence t. The puritans prevailed to 

have farrher application made for reformation in religion t· Paul 'Nentworth, 
brother co the member of that name, who had diflir.guifhed himfelf in the preced
ing [tffion, moved, that the commons, from their own authority, fhould appoint 
a general fafl: and prayers; and the commons rafhly affented to his motion. For 
this prefumption, they were feverely reprimanded by a meffage from the Q8een, 
as encroaching on the royal prerogative and fupremacy; and they were obliged to 

fubmit, and afk forgivenefs II· 
THE Q9een and Parliament were engaged to pafs thefe fevere laws againfl: the 

catholics, by fome late difcoveries, which had been made of the treafonable prac
tices of the Romifh priefis. When the worlhip of the catholics was fupprelfed, 
and the reformation introduced into the univerfitles, the King of Spain refleCted, 
that as fome fpecies of literature was requifite for the fupport of thefe doCtrines and 
controverfies, the Romilh communion muft totally decay in England, if no means 
were found to give erudition to the ecclefiaftics; and for this reafon, he 
founded a feminary at Doi.iay, where the catholics fent their children, chiefly thofe 
intended for the priefl:hood, in order to receive the rudiments of their education. 
The cardinal of Lorraine imirated thi3 example by ereCting a like feminary 
in this diocefe of Rheims; and tho' Rome was fomewhat diftant, the pope 
would r.ot neglect to aoorn, with a foundation of the fame nature, that capital 
of orthodoxy. Thefe feminaries, founded with this hofl:ile intention, Jent over 
every year a colony of priefis, who maintained the catholic fup:>rfl:ition in the 
full height of its bigotry; and being educated with a view to the crown of 
mJrtyrdom, were not deterred, either by danger or fatigue, from maintaining and 
propagating their. principles. They infufed into all their votaries an extreme 
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'hatred againft the QEeen; whom they treated as an tlfurper, a fchifmatic, a he
retic, a perfecutor of the orthodox, and one folemnly and publicly anathema
tized by the holy father. Sedition, rebellion, and even fometimes affaffination, 
were the expedients, by which they propofed to effeCtuate their purpofes againft 
her; and the fevere reftraint, not to fc~y perfecution, under which the catholics, 
laboured, made them the more willingly receive, from their ghoftly fathers, fuch 

·violent doCtrines. 

THESE feminaries were all of them under the direction of the jefuits, a new 
·order of regular priefts ereCted in Europe ; when the court of Rome perceived, 
that the lazy monks and beggarly friars, who fufficed in times of ignorance, 
were no longer able to defend the ramparts of the church, affailed on every Gde ; 
-and that the inquiGtive fpirit of the age required a fociety more active ,,nd more 
learned, to oppofe its dangerous progrefs. Thefe men, as they ftood foremoft ·in 
the contefr againft the proteftants, drew on them the extreme animoGty of 
that whole feet; and by affuming a fuperiority over the other more numerous 
and more antient orders of their own communion, were even expofed to the 
envy of their brethren: So that it is no wonder, if the blame to which their 
principles and conduCt might be expofed, has, in many inftances, been much exag
gerated. This reproach, however, they muft bear from pofrerity, that, by the very 
nature of their inH:itution, they were engaged to pervert learning, the only effectual 
remedy againft fuperftition, into a nouriihment of that infirmity; and as their eru
dition was chiefly of the ecclefiaflical and fcholaftic kind (tho' a few members have 
cultivated polite literature) they were only the more enabled, by that acquifition, 
to refine away the plaineft dictates of morality, and to erect a regular fyfrem of 
cafuiftry, by which prevarication, perjury, and every crime, where it ferved their 
ghoftly purpofes, might be jurtified and defended. 

THE jefuits, as devoted fervants to the court of Rome, ,exalted the preroga
tive of the fovereign pontiff above all earthly power; and by maintaining his 
authority of depoGng Kings, fet no bounds, either to his fpiritual or temporal 
jurifdiCl:ion. This doCtrine became fo prevalent among the zealous catholics in 
England, that the excommLmic<:.tion, fulminated again[t Elizabeth, excited many 
fcruples of a fingular kind, to which it behov.ed the holy father to provide a 

remedy. The bull of Pius, in abfolving the fubjetl:s from their oaths of allegi
ance, required them to refift the ~een's ufurpation; and many Romanifl:s were 
apprehenfive, that, by this claufe, they were obliged in confcience, even tho' 
no favourable opportunity offered, to rebel againft her, and that no dangers nor 
difficulties could free them from this indifpenfible duty. But Parfons and Cam
pian, two jefuits, were fent over with a mitigation and explanation of the doc-
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Chap. IV. trine; and they taught their votaries, that, tho' the bull was for ever binding on . 
1581. Elizabeth and her partizans, it did not oblige the catholics to obedience, except 

when the fovereign pontiff fhould think proper, by a new fummons, to require it*· 
Campian was afterwards deteCl:t>d in treafonable praCtices ; and being put to t:he 
rack, and confeffing his guilt, he was publicly executed. His execution was 
ordered at the very time, when the duke of Anjou was in England, and profe
cuted with the greateft appearance of fuccefs his marriage with the ~een ; and 
this feverity was probably intended to appeafe her proteftant fubjeB:s, and to fatisfy 
them, that, whatever meafures tbe might purfue, lhe never would depart from 
the principles of the reformation. 

WHILE hoftilities were daily multiplying between Spain and England, and, 
while Elizabeth knew, that Philip, from refentmenr, from bigotry, and from 
intereft, was ftrongly, tho' fecretly, induced to effeCt her ruin, £he faw the 
neceffity of fecuring herfelf againft the efforts of fo powerful and politic a 
monarch. The ob!linate refiftance of the ftates in the Netherlands gave her 
hopes, that his force and treafure would be wafted in fubduing thefe provinces ; 
but the admirable conduct and rapid progrefs of the prince of Parma ftruck her 
with apprehenfions; and as the acquifition, which Philip, about this time, made 
of Portugal, brought him a great acceffion of riches and naval power, the expe
diency of feeking the proteCtion of fame powerful alliance became every, day the 
more apparent. The animofity, which ftill increafed between the French mo
narch and the duke of Guife, and the confederacy, which the latter prince had 
fecretly formed with Philip, opened the profpect of a clofe alliance between the 
fovereigns of France and England; and the general apprehenfions, entertained by 
all Europe of the Spanilh power, feemed to require fome general uniolil for refill
ing its farther progrefs. 

Negotiations THE duke of Alen¥on, now created duke of Anjou, had never entirely 
~t~~~!1:ke dropped his pretenlions to efpoufe Elizabeth ; and that princefs, tho' her fuitor 
of Anjou. was near twenty-five years younger than herfelf, and had no knowlege of her 

perfon but by piCtures or defcriptions, was ftill pleafed with the counterfeit image,. 
which his addre:ffes afforded her of love and tendernefs. The duke, in order to 

forward his fuit, befides employing his brother's ambalfadors, fent over Simier, 
an agent of his own ; an artful man, of an agreeable converfation, who, foon 
remarking the ~een's humour, amufed her with gay difcourfe, and inftead of 
ferious political reafonings, which, he found, only awakened her ambition, and 
hurt his mafter's interefts, introduced every moment all the topics of paffion and 
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of gallantry. The pleafure, which fue found in this man's fociety, foon pro· 
duced a great familiarity between them; and amidft the greateft hurry of bufinefs, 
her wifeft minifters had not fuch ready accefs to her perfon, as had Simier, who, 
on pretence of negotiation, entertained her with accounts of the tender attach
ment borne her by the duke of Anjou. The earl of Leicefter, who had never 
before been alarmed with any courtfuip made to her, and who always trufted 
that her love of dominion would prevail over her inclination to marriage, began 
to apprehend, that ihe was at la£1: caught in her own fnare, and that the artful 
encouragement, which fhe had given to this young fuitor, had unawares engaged 
her affeCtions. To render Simier odious, he availed himfelf of the credulity of the 
times, and fpread reports, that that minifter had gained an afcendant over the ~een, 
not by any natural principles of her conftitution, but by incantations and love poti
ons. Simier, in revenge, endeavoured to difcredit Leicefter, and revealed to her a 
fecret, which none of her courtiers dared to difcover, that this nobleman was fecret
ly, without her confent, married to the widow of the earl of Effex; an aCtion, 
which the QEeen interpreted either to proceed from want of refpetl: to her, or as a 
violation of their mutual attachment; and which fo provoked her, that fhe 
threatened to fend him prifoner to the Tower*. The quarrel went fo far between 
Leicefter and the French agent, that the former was fufpecred of having em
ployed one Tudor, a bravo, to take away the life of his enemy; and the ~een 
thought it neceifary, by proclamation, to take Simier under her own proteCtion. 
It happened, that while the ~een was rowed in her barge on the Thames, at
tended by Simier, and fome of her courtiers, a fhot was fired which wounded 
one of her bargemtm; but Elizabeth finding, upon enquiry, that the piece had been 
difcharged by accident, gave the perfon his liberty, without farther punifhment. 
So far was fhe from entertaining any fufpicion againft her people, that fue was 
many times heard to fay, " That !he v. ould lend credit to nothing againfl: them, 
" which parents would not believe of their own children t." 

THE duke of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts, which he received of the 
~1een's prepoffeffions in his favour, paid her fecretly a vifit at Greenwich; and 
after fome conference with her, rhe purport of which is not known, he de
parted. It appeared, that, tho' his figure was not advantageous, he had loft no 
ground by being perfonally known to her ; and foon after, !he commanded Bur
leigh, now treafurer, Suffex, Leicefter, Bedford, Lincoln, Hatton, and fecretary 
Walfingham, to concert with the French ambaffadors the terms of the intended 
contraCl:. Henry had fent over on this occafion a very fplendid embaffy to Eng
land, confifting of Francis de Bourbon, prince of Dauphiny, and many confide-
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Chap. IV. rable noblemen; and as the Q.Eeen had in a manner the power of prefcribing 
1581. what terms fhe pleafed, the articles were foon. fettled with the Englifh commif-

fioners. It was agreed, that the marriage fhould be cele~rated within fix weeks 
after the ratification of the articles; that the duke and his retinue lhould have the 
exercife of their religion ; that after the marriage he ihould bear the title of King,. 
but the adminifl:ration lbould remain f()lely in the ~een; that their children, · 
male or female, ihould fucceed to the crown of England ; that if there be two 
males, the eldeft, in cafe of Henry's death without iffue, :lhould be King of 
France, the younger of England; that if there be but one male, and he fucceed 
to the: crown of France, he fhould be obliged to refide in England eight 
n1onths every two years; that the laws and cufl:oms of Engla11d :lhould be pre
ferved inviolate ; and that no foreigner :lhould be promoted by the duke to any 
office in England t· Thefe articles, providing for the fecurity of England, in 
cafe of its annexation to the crown of France, opened but a difmal profpeB: to 
the Englifh ; had not the age of the ~een, who was now in her forty-ninth 
year, contributed very much to allay their apprehenfions of this nature. The 
Q8een alfo, as a proof of her ftill remaining uncertainty, added a claufe, that 
fue was not bound to complete the marriage, till farther articles, which were 
not fpecified, !hall be agreed on b::tween the parties, and till the King of France 
be certified of their agreement. Soon after the ~een fent over Waliingham 
as ambaffador to France, in order to form clofer connexions with Henry, and 
enter into a league offenfive and defenfive againft the encreafing power and dan
gerous ufurpations of Spain. The French King, who had been extremely diL 
turbed with the unquiet fpirir, the refl:Iefs ambition, the enterprizing, and y m id 
and inconftant difpofition of Anjou, had already fought to free the kingdom from 
his intrigues, by opening a fcene for his activity in Flanders; and having al
lowed him to embrace the protection of the ftates, had fecretly fupplied him 
with men and money for that undertaking. The profpeB: of fettling him in 
Engbnd was for a like reafon very agreeable to that monarch ; and he was de
firous to cultivate, by every expedient, the favourable fentiments, which Eliza
beth feemed to entertain towards them. But this princefs, tho' ihe had gone far
ther in her amorous dalliance * than could be juftified or accoHnted for by any 
princip:es of policy, was not yet determined to bring matters to a final con
clufion; and ihe confined Walfingham, in his inihut1:ions, to the negotiating con
ditions of a mutllal alliance between France and England t. Henry with reluc
tance fubmitted to hold conferences on th:Jt fubject; but no fooner had Walfing
ham begun to fettle the conditions of alliance, than he was informed, that the-
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~een, forefeeing hoftility with Spain to be the refult of thi:; confederacy, had Ch~p. TV. 

declared, that .fhe would prefer the marriage with the w.r, before the war with-
1581

' 

out the marriage t· The French court, pleafed with this ch::mge of refoludon, 
broke off the conferences concerning the league, and opened a negotiJtion for the 
marriage 11 : But matters had not long proceeded in this trai:1, before the Q1een 
ag1.in declared for the league in preference to the marri.1ge, and ordered W Jl
fingham to renew the conferences for that purpofe. Before he had lc ifme to 
bring this point to maturity, he was interrupted by a new change of refolution §; 
and not only the coun of France, but Walfing'~;am himfelf, Burleigh, and all 
the wifeft minifters of Elizabeth, were in Jm,·u, doubtful where this conteft be-
tween inclination and reafon, love and ambition, would .>. lafl: terminate. 

IN the courfe of this affair, Eliz Ji)erh Lit an ther v~Tiety of intentions, from a 
new conteft between her reafon and her ruling paffir;ns. The duke of Anjou ex
pected fome af:fifl:ance of money, by whtch he n;l~~ht be enabled to open the 
campaign in Flanders; and the ~een herfelf, tho' her frugality made her long 
reluctant, was fenfible that this fupply was neceffary; and 01e was at !aft induced, 
after much hefitarion, to comply with his requefl: *. She fent him a prefent of 
an hundred thoufand croWf!S; by which, joined to his own demefnes and the af
fiftance of his brother and the ~een-dOIJ 'ger,. he Jevied an army, and took 
the field againft the prince of Parma. He was fuccefsful in rai!lng the fiege of 
Cambray; and being chofen by the ftates governor of the Netherlands, he put 
his army into winter quarcers, and came over to England, in order to profecute 
his fuit to the ~een. The reception, which he met with, made him lay his account 

with entire fuccefs, and gave him certain hopes, that Elizabeth had furmounted 
all fcruples, and was finally determined to 11<.ke choice of him for her hLJiband. 
In the midft of the pomp, which attended the anniverfary of her coronation, fue 17th Novem

was feen, after long and intimate difcourfe '"ith him, to take a ring from her ber. 

own finger, and to put it upon his; and ,,Jl the fpectators concluded) that, in 
this ceremony, .fhe had given him a promife of !iUrriage, and was even defirous 
of fignifying her i'1tention to all the world. St. Aldegonde, ambaffador from the 
ftates, difpatched immediately a letter to his maO:ers, wforming them of this 
great event; and the inhabitants of Antwerp, who, as well as the other Flemings, 
regarded the ~een as a k:ind of tutelar divinity, teftified their joy by bonefires 
and the difcharge of their great ordnancet. A puritan of Lincoln's Inn had 
wrote a paffionate book, which he intiruled, " The Gulph in which England will 
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be [wallowed by the French Marriage." He was apprehended and profecuted by 
order of the ~een, and was condemned to lofe his right hand as a libeller. 
Such was the conftancy and loyalty of the man, that, imm~diately after the fen
tence was executed, he took off his hat with his other hand, and waving it over 
his head, cried, "' God fave the ~een." 

BuT notwithftanding this attachment, which Elizabeth fo openly difcovered 
to the duke of Anjou, the combat of her fentiments was not entirely over; and 
·her ambition, as well as prudence, rouzing itfelf by interva's, ftill filled her breaft 
·with doubt and hefitation. Almoft all the courtiers, whom fhe trufted and fa
voured, Leicefter, Hatton, and Walfingham, difcovered an extreme averlion ro 
the marriage ; and the ladies of her bed-chamber made no fcruple of oppofing 
·her refolution with the moft zealous remonftrances *. Among ocher enemies to 
the match, Sir Philip Sidney, fon to Sir Henry Sidney, lord deputy of Ireland, 
and nephew to Leicefter; a young man the moft accompliihed of that age ; 
-:ufed the freedom to write her a letter, in which he diffuaded her from her prefent 
refolution, with an unufual elegance of expreffion, as well as force of reafoning. 
He told her, that the fecurity of her government depended entirely on the af
feCtions of her proteftant fubjeets ; and fhe could not, by any meafure, more 
effeCtually difguft them than by efpoufing a prince, who was fon to the perfidious 
'Catherine, brother to the cruel and perfidious Charles, and who had himfelf embrued 
his hands in the blood of the innocent and defencelefs proteftants :· That the 
catholics were her mortal enemies, and believed either that fhe had originally 
ufurped the crown, or was now lawfully depofed by the pope's bull of excommu
nication ; and nothing had ever fo much elevated their hopes as the profpeCt of 
her marriage with the duke of Anjou: That her chief fecuriry at prefent againft 
the efforts of fo numerous, rich, and united a faCtion was, that they po1feffed no 
head who could conduCt their dangerous enterprizes; and fhe herfelf was ralhly 
fupplying that defetl:, by giving an intereft in the kingdom to a prince, whofe edu
cation had zealouOy attached him to that communion : That tho' he was a flran
ger to the royal blood of England, the difpofitions of men were now fuch, that 
rhey preferred the religious to the civil connexions; and were more influenced by the 
iympathy of theological opinions than by the principles of legal and hereditary go
vernment : That the duke himfelf had difcovered a very reftlefs and turbulent fpi
rit; and having ofren violated his loyalty to his elder brother and his fovereign, there 
Jemained no hopes that he would paffively fubmit to a woman, whom he might 
think himfelf intitled, in quality of hufband, to command : That the French 
nation, fo populous, fo much abounding in foldiers, fo full of nobility., who were 

" Camden, p. 486. 
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fupply him with partizans, dangerous to a people, unwarlike and defencelefs like '58'·· 

the generality of her fubjeets : That the plain and honourable path, which fhe 
had followed, of cultivating the affeCtions of her people, had hitherto rendered 
her reign fecure and happy ; and however her enemies might feem to multiply 
upon her, the fame invincible rampart was ftill able to protect and defend her: 
That fo long as the throne of France was filled by Henry or his poftericy, it was 
in vain to hope that the ties of blood would enfure the amity of that kingdom, 
preferably to the maxims of policy or the prejudices of religion; and if ever the 
crown devolved to the duke of Anjou, the conjunction of France and England · 
would prove a burthen, rather than a protection, ro the latter kingdom : That 
the example of her lifter Mary was fufficient to inftruCl: her in the danger of fuch 
conneCtions ; and to prove, that the affections and confidence of the Englifh 
could never be maintained, where they had fuch reafon to apprehend that their 
interefts would every moment be facrificed to thofe of a foreign and hoftile na
tion : That notwithft:anding thefe great inconveniences, difcovered by paft expe
rience, the houfe of Burgundy, it mufl: be confelfed, was more popular in the 
nation than the family of France; and what was of chief moment, Philip was 
of the fame communion with Mary, and was conneCted with her by this great· 
b __ and of intereft and affeCtion : And that however the ~een· might remain child- -
lefs, even tho' old age fhould grow upon her, the fingular felicity and glory of 
her reign would preferve her from contempt; the affections of her fubjeCl:s, and 
thofe of all the protefl:ants in Europe, would · defend her from attacks ; and her 
own prudence, without other aid or affiftance, would baffle all the efforts of her ·· 
moft: malignant enemies *. 

THESE refleCtions kept the ~een in great anxiety and irrefolution; and fue 
was obferved to pafs feveral nights without any' fieep or repofe. At laft her fet
tled hab'its of prudence and ambition prevailed over her temporary inclination ; 
and having fent for the duke of Anjou, fhe had a long converfation with him in. , 
private, where ilie was fuppofed to h·ave made him apologies for the breaking her 
former engagemencs. He exprelfed great difguft: on his leaving her; threw away . 
the ring which file had given him; and uttered many curfes on the mutability of 
women, and of iOanders t. Soon after, he went over to his government of the., 
Netherlands; loft the confidence of the States, by a ralh and violent.attempt on. 
their 1ibercies ; was expelled that country ; retired into France; and there died,_ 
The ~een, by her timely refleCtion, faved herfelf from the numerous mifchiefs 
w.hich muft have attended fo imprudent a marriage: And -the. pz;efem diO:raCl:ed. 

• Letters of the Sydoeys, vol. i. p. 2.87, and feq. Cabala, p. 363. t, Camden, p. 486, 
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ftate of the French monarchy, prevented her from feeling any effeB.s of chat re
fentment which fhe had reafon to dread from the affront fo wantonly put upon tha:t 
royal family. 

THE anxiety of the ~1een, from the attempts of the Englifh catholics, never 
ceafed during the whole courfe of her reign i but the variety of revolutions which 

. happened in all the neighbouring kingdoms, were the fource fometimes of her 
hopes, fometimes of her apprehenfions. This year the affairs of Scotland ftrong
J y engaged her attention. The influence which the earl of Lenox, and James 
·Smart, who now affumed the title of earl of Arran, had acquired over the young 
King, was but a Oender foundation of authority ; while the generality of the 
nobles, and all the preachers, were fo much difcontented with their adminifl:ra
tion. The affembly of the church appointed a folemn fafl:; of which one of the 
avowed reafons was the danger in which the King ftood from the company of 
wicked perfons * : And on that day the pulpits refounded with declamations a
gainfl: Lenox, Arran, and all the King's prefent counfellors. When the minds of 
the people were fufficiently prepared by thefe lectures, a confpiracy of the nobi
lity was formed, probably with the concurrence of Elizabeth, for feizing the per
fon of James at Ruth v~n, a feat of the earl of Go wry; and the defign, being 
kept very fecret, fucceeded. without any oppofition. The leaders in this enter
prize were, the earl of Gowry himfelf, the earl of Marre, the lords Lindefey and 
Boyd, the mafl:ers of Glamis and Oliphant, the abbots of Dunfermline, PaiOey, 
and Cambufk.enneth. The King wept when he found himfelf detained a pri
foner; but the mafl:er of Glamis faid, " No matter for his tears: Better that 

.G, boys fhould weep than bearded men:" An expreffi0n which James could never 
afterwards forgive t. But notwithfl:anding his refentment, he found it neceffary to 
fubmit to the prefent neceffity. He pretended an entire acquiefcence in the con
duct of the afTociators; acknowledged the detention of his perfon to be acceptable 
fervice; and agreed to fummon both an afTembly of the church and a convention 
of efl:atcs; in order to ratify that enterprize. The affembly, tho' they had efl:ablifh
ed it as an inviolable rule, tha.t the King, on no account, and on no occafion, 
iliould ever intermeddle in ecclefiafl:ical matters, made no fcruple oi\ taking civil 
affairs under their cognizance, and of giving their verdicr, that the attempt of 
the confpirators was acceptable to all that feared God, or tendered the preferva
tion of the King's perfon, and profperous fl:ate of the realm. They even enjoin·· 
ed all the clergy to recommend thefe fentiments from the pulpit; and they threato 
ened with ecclefiaftical cenfures every man who ihould oppofe the authority of the 
confederated lords :j:. The convention, being compofed ch'efly of thefe lords them-

* Sfotfwood, p. 3-19. 
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(elves, added their fantl:ion to thefe proceedings. Arran was confined a prifoner 
to his own houfe : Lenox, tho' he had power to refill:, yet rather than excite a 
civil war, or be the caufe of blood!hed IJ, cho(e to retire into France, where he 
foon after died. He perfevered to the !aft in his converfion to the protefrant reli
gion : which the Scots clergy would never be perfuaded that he had fincerely em
braced. The King fent for his family, reftored his fon to his p::~ternal honours 
and eftate, t~ok care to eftabliih the fortunes of all his other children ; and to his 
Jafl: moments never forgot the early friendfhip which he had borne their father ~ 
A fl:rong proof of the good difpofitions of that prince .j-. 

No fooner was this revolution known in England, than the QEeen fent Sir 
Henry Cary, and Sir Robert Bowes to James, in order to congratulate him on 
his deliverance from the pernicious counfels of Lenox and Arran ; to exhort 
him not to refent the feeming v;io]ence of the lords' enterprize ; and to procure 
from him permiffion for the return of the earl of Angus, who, ever fince Morton's 
fall, had lived in England. They eafily prevailed in the !aft application ; and as 
James fufpeCted, that Elizabeth had not been entirely unacquainted with the pro
ject of his detention, he thought proper, before the Engli!h ambaffadors, to dif
femble his refentment againft the confederated noblemen. Soon after, LaMothe~ 
Fenelon, and Menneville, appeared as ambaifadors from France : Their errand 
was to enquire concerning the fituation of the King, make profeffions of their 
mafter's friendfhip, confirm the ancient league with France, and procure an ac
commodation between him and the Q8een of Scots. This laft propofal gave 
great umbrage to the Clergy ; and the aff~mbly had already voted, the fettling of 
terms between the mother and fan to be a moft wicked undertaking. The pul~ 
pits refounded with declamations againft the French ambaffadors ; particularly Fe
nelon, whom they called the Meffenger of the bJoQdy Murderer, meaning the duke 
of Guife: And as that minifter, being knight of the Holy Ghoft, wore a white 
crofs on his 1houlder, they commonly denominated it, in contempt, the badge of 
Antichrift. The King endeavoured, tho' in vain, to reprefs thefe infolencies; but 
in order to make the ambaifadors fame cornpenfation, he defired the magiftrates 
of Edinburgh t6 give them a fplendid dinner before their departure. To pre· 
vent this entertainment, the clergy appointed that very day for a public faft ; 
and finding that their orders were not regarded, they employed their fermons 
in thundering curfes on the magiftrates, who, by the King's direCtion, had put 
this mark of refpect on the ambaffado.rs. They even purfued them afterwards with 
the cenfures of the church ; and it was with difficulty they were prevented from 

II Heylin's Hift. Pre.lbyter. p. z27. Spotfwood. + Spotfwood, p. 3z8, 
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Chap. IV. paffing the fentence of excommunication aga-inft them, on account of their fub~ 
1
5
8

3· miffion to royal, preferably to clerical, authority *. 
WHAT increafed the alarm with regard to an accommodation between James 

and Mary, was, that the Englifh amba!fadors feemed to concur with the French 
in this propofal ; and the clergy were fo ignorant as to credit the fincerity of the 
profeffions made by the former. The Queen of Scots had often made overtures 
to Elizabeth, which had been entirely negletl:ed; but hearing of J ame:,'s deten-

Letter of tion, fhe wrote a letter in a more pathetic and more fpirited firain than ufual ; 
<2.!!ee_n Mary craving the affiftance of that princefs, both for her own and her fan's liberty. 
to Elizabeth. Sh .I: "d l h f h . ' . . h d . d h n d e 1a1 , t 1at t e account o t e pnnce s captivity a excite er mOLL ten er 

concern; and the experience which fue herfelf, during fo many years, had of the 
extreme infelicity attending that fituation, had made her the more apprehenfive, 
left a like fate fhould purfue her unhappy offspring: That the long train of in
juftice which fue had fuffered ; the calumnies to which fbe had been expofed ; 
were fo grievous, that, finding no place for right or truth among men, ilie was 
reduced to make her ]aft appeal to heaven, the only competent tribunal between 
princes of equal jurifdietion, degree, and dignity : That after her rebellious fub
jetl:s, fecretly in:O:igated by Elizabeth's minifters, had expelled her from the throne, 
had confined her to prifon, had purfued her with arms, lhe had voluntarily 
thrown herfelf under the proteCtion of England, fatally allured by thofe reiter
ated profeilions of amity which had been made her, and by her confidence in the 
generofity of a friend,. an ally, and a kiofwoman : That not coEltented with de
barring her from her prefence, with fupporting the ufurpers of her throne, witll 
contributing to the deftrutl:ion of her faithful fubjeCts, Elizabeth had reduced her 
to a worfe captivity than that from which lhe had efcaped, and had made her this 
cruel return for the unlimited truft which fhe had repofed in her : That though her 
refentment of fuch fevere ufage had never carried her farther than. to ufe fame 
difappointed efforts for her deliverance, unhappy to herfelf, and fatal to others, 
the found the rigours of confinement daily multiplied upon her ; and at length 
carried to fuch a height as furpa!fed the bounds of all human patience any longer 
to endure them : That fhe was cut off from all communication, not only with the 
refl of mankind, but alfo with her only fan ; and her maternal fondnefs, which 
was now more· enlivened by their unhappy fympathy in fituati.on, and was her 
tOle remaining attachment to the world, deprived ev.en of that melancholy folace, 
which letters or meffages could give: That the bitternefs of her forrows, ftill 
more than her dofe confinement, had preyed upon her health,. and had added the 
mfufferable weight of bodily infirmity to all thofe other calamities under which 

* Spotfwood, p. 324. 
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{he laboured : That while the daily experience of her maladies opened to her the 
comfortable profpeCt of an approaching deliverance into a region where pain and 
farrow are no more, her enemies envied her that laft confolarion ; and having fe
cluded her from every joy on earth, had done what in them lay to debar her from 
all hopes in her future and eternal exifi:ence: That the exercife of her religion was 
refufed her; the ufage of thofe facred rites in which lhe had been educated ; the 
commerce with thofe holy minifi:ers, whom heaven had appointed to receive the 
acknowlegement of our tranfgreffions, and to feal our penitence by a folemn re
admiffion into heavenly favour and forgivenefs : That it was in vain to complain 
of the rigours of perfecution exercifed in other kingdoms; when a ~een, and an 
innocent woman. was excluded from an indulgence which never yet, in the moil: 
barbarous countries, had been denied to the meaneft and mofi: criminal malefaCtor: 
That could lhe ever be induced to defcend from that royal dignity in which Pro
vidence had placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, there was only one 
other tribunal to which lhe would appeal from all her enemies; to the jufi:ice and 
humanity of Elizabeth's own breaft, and to that lenity, which, uninfluenced by 
malignant counfel, fue would naturally be induced to exercife towards her : And 
that fhe finally intreated her, to refume her natural difpofition, and to reflect on 
the fupport, as well as comfort, which fhe might receive from her fon and herfelf, 
if, joining the obligations of gratitude to the ties of blood, lhe would deign to 
raife them from their prefent melancholy fituation, and reinftate them in that li~ 
berty and authority to which they were entitled*. 

EL-IZABETH was chiefly induced to obfrruct Mary's refi:oration, becaufe .lhe 
forefaw an unhappy alternative attending that event. If this princefs recovered 
any confiderable fhare of authority in Scotland, her refentment, ambition, zeal, 
and connections, both domeftic and foreign, might render her a dangerous neigh
bour to England, and enable her, after fuppreffing the Englilh party amcrng her 
fubjetl:s, to revive thofe pretenfions which fhe had formerly advanced to the 
crown, and which her partizans in both kingdoms ftill fupported with great in., 
duflry and affurance. If fhe was reinflated in power, with fuch firict limitations 
as could not be broken, fhe might be difgufied with her fituation ; and flying 
abroad, form more defperate attempts than any fovereign, who had a crown to 
hazard, would willingly undertake. Mary herfelf, fenfible of thele difficu1ties, 
and convinced by experience, that Elizabeth would for ever debar her the throne>, 
was now ·become more humble in her wifhes ; and as age and infirmities had 
t"epreffed thofe fentiments of ambition and indignation, by which lhe was former
ly fo much agitated, lhe was willing to facrifice all her hopes of power and 

• Camden, p. 489 • 
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grandeur, in order to obtain a little more liberty; a bleffing to which fhe very 
naturally afpired with the fondefl: impatience. She propofed, therefore, that the 
fhould be aifociated with her fon in the title to the crown of Scotland, but that the 
adminifl:ration lhould remain folely in him : And fhe was contented to live in 
England, in a private fl:ation, and even in a kind of refiraint; but with fome 
more liberty, both for exercife and company, than fhe had enjoyed fince the firft 
difcovery of her intrigues with the duke of Norfolk. But Elizabeth, who was 
afraid left fuch a loofe method of guarding her, would facilitate her efcape into 
France or Spain, or, at leafr, would encourage and increafe her partizans, and 
enable her to conduCt thofe intrigues to which fhe had already difcovered fo !hong 
a propenfity, was fecretly determined to deny her requefts; and tho~ fhe feigned 
to aifent to them, fhe well knew how to difappoint the expeCtations of the unhap
py princefs. While Lenox maintained his authority in Scotland, fhe never gave 
any reply to all the applications made to her by the Scottith ~een t : At prefent, 
when her own creatures had acquired pofi'effion of the government, fhe was refolved 
to throw the odium of the refufal upon them ; and pretending, that nothing was 
required to a perfeCt accommodation, but the concurrence of the council of ftate 
in Scotland, the ordered her ambalfador, Bowes, to open the negociation for 
Mary's liberty, and her aifociation with her fon in the title to the crown. Tho~ 

fhe feemed to make this conceffion to Mary, fhe refufed her the liberty of fending 
any ambaifador of her own ; and that princefs could eafily conjecture, from this 
circumflance, what would be the refult of the pretended negociation. The Scots 
council, inftigated by the clergy,. rejected all treaty ; and James, who was now a 
captive in their hands, affirmed, that he had never aifented to an affociation with 
his mo'ther, and that the matter had never gone farther than fome loofe propofals 
for that purpofe :f:. 

THE affairs of Scotland remained not long on the prefent footing. James, 
impatient of refl:raint, made his efcape from his keepers ; and flying to St. 
Andrews, fummoned his friends and partizans to attend him. The earls of 
Argyle, Martha], Montrofe, and Rothes, hafl:ened to pay their duty to their fo
vereign; and the oppofite party found themfelves unable to refifl: fo powerful a 
combination. They were offered a pardon, upon their fubmiffion, and an acknow
legement of their fault, in feizing the King's perfon, and reftraining him from his 
liberty. Some of them accepted of the terms: The greater number, particu
larly Angus, Hamilton, Marre, Glamis, left the country ; and took ihelter in 

t Jebb, vol. ii. p. 540. t MS. in the Advocate's library, A. 3· z8. p. 401. from the 
Cott. Lib. Calig. c. 9• 
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Ireland or England, where they were proteCted by Elizabeth. The earl of Ar- Chap. IV. 
ran was recalled to court ; and the malecontents, who could not brook the autho-

1583
• 

riry of Lenox, a man of virtue and moderation, found, that, by their refiflance, 
they had thrown all the power into the hands of a perfo.n whofe councils were as 
violent as his manners were profligate *. 

ELIZABETH wrote a letter to James; in which !he quoted a moral fentence 
from lfocrates, and indiretl:ly reproached him with inconftancy, and a breach of his 
engagements. James, in his reply, juflified his meafures ; and turned two palfages 
of Ifocrates againft her, for one which fhe had direCted againft him t. She next 
fent Walfingham in an embaffy to him; and her chief purpofe in employing that 
aged minifter on an errand where fo little bufincfs was to be tranfacted, was to 
learn, from a man of fo much penetration and difcernment, the real charatl:er of 
James. This young prince poifelfed very good parts, tho' not accompanied 
with that vigour and induftry which his ftation required ; and as he excelled 
in general difcourfe and converfation, Walfingham entertained a higher idea of 
his talents than he was afterwards found, when real bufinefs was tranfacted, to 
have fully merited :j:. The account which he gave his mifl-refs, induced her to 
treat him thenceforth with fame more regard than fhe had hitherto been inclined 
to pay him. 

THE King of Scots, perfevering in his prefc:nt views, fummoned a Parliament; 1584. 
where it was enaCted, that no clergyman fhould prefume, in his fermons, to utter 
falfe, untrue, or fcandalous fayings againft the King, the council, or tl-.e public 
meafures, or to meddle, in an unproper manner, with the affairs of his majefiy 
and the ftates "§. The clergy, finding that the pulpit would be no 1onger a fanc-
tuary for them, were extremely offended : They faid, that the King was become 
popilh in his heart; and they gave their adverfaries the epithets of grofs libertines, 
belly gods, and infamous perfons II· The violent conduCt of Arran foon broughl: 
over the popularity to their fide. The earl of Go wry, tho• pardoned for the late 
attempt, was committed to prifon, was tried on fome new accufations, condemn-
ed, and executed. Many innocent perfons fuffered from the tyranny of this fa
vourite; and the banifhed lords, being affifted by Elizabeth, now (ound the time 
favourable for the recovery of their eftates ana authority. After they had been 
foiled in one attempt upon Stirling, they prevailed in 'another ; and being admit-
to the King's prefence, were pardoned, and reftored to his favour. 

* Spotfwood, p. 325, 326, & feq. f Melvil, p. 140, 141. Strype, vol. iii. p. 165'. 
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ARRAN was degraded from authority; deprived of that efta.te and tide which 
be had ufurped ; and the whole country feemed to be compofed to tranquillity. 
Elizabeth, after oppofing, during fome time, the credit of this favourite, had 
found it more expedient, before his fall, to compofe all differences with him, by 
the means of Davifon, a minifter whom fhe fent to Scotland : But having more 
confidence in the lords whom lhe had helped to reftore, lhe was pleafed with this 
alteration of affairs ; and maintained a good correfpondence with the new court 
and miniftry of James. 

THESE revolutions in Scotland would have been regarded as of fmall importance 
to the repofe and fecurity of Elizabeth, had her own fubjects been intirely united, 
and had not the zeal of the catholics, excited by conftraint, more properly than 
perfecution, daily threatened her with fame dangerous infurrection. The vigi
bnce of the minifters, particularly of Burleigh and Walfingham, was raifed in 
proportion to the activity of the malecontents; and many arts, which had been 
blameable in a more peaceable government, were employed to detect confpiracies, 
and even difcover the fecret inclinations of men. Counterfeit letters were wrote 
in the name of the ~een of Sco.ts, or of the Engliih exiles, and privately con· 

ve-yed to the hC)ufes of the .catholics: Spies were hired· to obferve the actions and 
rlifcou.rfe of fufpected perfons: Informers were countenanced : And tho' the faga
city of thefe two great minifters helped them to diftingui!h the true from the falfe 
intelligence, many calumnies were, no doubt, hearkened to, and all the fubjects, 
particularly the catholics, kept in the utmoft anxiety and inquietude. Henry 
Piercy, earl of Northumberland, brother to the earl beheaded fame years before, 
and Philip Howard, earl of Arundel, fon to the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, 
fell unoer fufpicion ; and the latter was, by order of the council, confined to his 
own houfe. Fran·cis Throcmorton, a private gentleman, was committed to cu-. 
ftody, on account of a letter which he had wrote to th,e Queen of Scots, and 
which was intercepted. Lord Paget, and Charles Arundel, who had been en
gaged with him in treafcmable defigns, immediately withdrew beyond fea. Throe
ill· rton confdfed, that a plan for an invallon and infurrection had been Jaicf; 
and tho', on his trial, he was defiro1~s of retracting this confeffion, and imputing 
it to the fear of torture, he was found guilty and executed. Mendoza, the Spa
niili ambafiador, hdving P.romoted this confpiracy, was ordered to depart the 
kingdom; and Wade was fent into Spain, to excufe his difm1ffion, and to defire 
the King to fend another ambaffador in his place: But Philip would not fo much 
as admit the Englifh ambaffador to his prefence. Creighton, a Scots Jefuit, coo 
ruing over on board a veffel which was feized, tore fome papers, with an inten· 

tion 
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tion of throwing them into the fea ; but the wind blowing them back upon the Chap. IV. 

lhip, they were put together, and difcovered fome dangerous fecrets *, 1584· 

MANY of thefe confpiracies were, with great appearance of reafon, imputed 
to the contrivances of the ~een of Scots t; and as her name was employed in 
all of them, the council thought, that they could not ufe too many precautions 
againft the danger of her claims, and the reftlefs aCtivity of her temper. She was 
removed from under the care of the earl of Shrewfbury, who, tho' vigilant and 
faithful in that trufr, had alfo been indulgent to his prifoner, particularly with 
regard to air and exercife : And !he was committed to the cuftody of Sir Amias 
Paulet and Sir Drue Drury ; men of honour, but inflexible and rigid in their 
care and attention. An affociation was alfo fet on foot by the earl of Leicefter 
and other courtiers; and as Elizabeth was extremely beloved by the whole nation, 
except the more zealous catholics, men of all ranks willing! y flocked to the fub
fcription of it. The purport of this affociation was to defend the ~een, to re
venge her death or any injury committed againfl her, and to exclude from the 
throne all claimants, whatever title they poffeffed, by whofe fuggeftion, or for 
whofe behoof any violence fhould be offered to her majefty :j:. The ~1een of 
Scots was fenfible, that this aifociation was levelled againft her ; and to remove 
all fufpicion from herfelf, fhe alfo defired leave to fubfcribe it. 

ELIZABETH, that !he might the more difcourage rnalecontents, by !hewing 
them the concurrence of the nation in her favour, fummoned a new Parliament ; z3d Novem

and fhe met with that dutiful attachment, which !he expected. The affociation xe;· r 
was confirmed by Parliament; and a claufe was added, by which the ~1een was ar Jament~ 
impowered to name commiffioners for the trial of any pretender to the crown, who 
fhould attempt or imagine any invafion, infurrettion, or affaffination againft the 
~een : Upon condemnation, pronounced by thefe commiffioners, the perfon was 
excluded from all claim to the fuccefiion, and was farther punifhable, as her ma-
jefty fhould direct. And for the greater fecurity, a council of regency, in cafe of ' 
the ~1een's violent death, was appointed to govern the kingdom, to. fettle the 
fucceffion, and to take vengeance of that act of treafon §. 

A SEVERE law was alfo enacted againft jefuits and popilh priefts: Th-at they 
1hould depart the kingdom within forty days; that thofe who fhould remain be
yond that time, or fhould afterwards return, fhould be guilty of high treafon ;: 
that thofe who harboured or relieved them fhould be guilty of felony ; that 

• Camden, p. 499· 
~ Z7 EH;z.. cal'·· 1o. 

t Slrype, vol..iii. p. z46 •. :t; State Trials,, vol. L p. J zz, 1 z3· •. 

thofe: 
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Chap. IV. t:wfe who were educated in feminaries, if they returned not in fix months after 
•s 8 +· no(ice given, and fubmttted l'Ot themfelves to the ~1een, beft,re a bi!hop or two 

ju.riLeS, ihould be guilty of 'high trtafon: And that if any, fo fubmitting them
fc·lves, ihould, within ten years, approc.cb the Queen's court, or come within ten 
miles of it, their fubm:ffion ihould be void*· By this law, the e"ercile of the 
catholic religion, which had formerly been prohibited under lighter pendties, 
and which was, in many inftances, connived at, was totally fupprdfed. In the 
fubfequent part of the Queen's reign, the law was fometimes executed, by. theca
pital puniihment of priefts; and tho' the partizans of that princefs afferted, that 
they were puniihed for their treafon, not their religion, the apology muft only be 
underfl:ood in this fen{e, that the law was enacted on account of the treafonable 
views and attempts of the feet, not that every individual, who fufrered the penal· 
ty of the law, was convicted of treafon t. The catholics, therefore, might now 
jufl:ly complain of a very violent perfecution ; which we may fafely affirm, in fpite 
of the rigid and bigotted maxims of that age, not to be the beft method of con
verting them, or of reconciling them to the efl:abliihed government and religion. 

THE Parliament, befides arming the ~een with thefe powers, granted her a 
fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths. The only circumfl:ance, in which their 
proceedings were difagreeable to her, was an application, which the commons 
made for a farther reformation in ecclefiafl:ical matters. Yet even in this attempt, 
which affected her, as well as them, in a very delicate point, they difcov-ered how 
much they were overawed by her authority. The majority of the houfe were 
puritans, or inclined to that feet :j:; but the fevere reprimands, which they had 
already, in former feffions, met with from the throne, -deterred them from in
troducing any bill concerning religion ; a proceeding· which would have been in
terpreted as an incroachment on the royal prerogative : They were contented to 
proceed by way of humble petition, and that not to her majefl:y, which would 
certainly have given feme offence, but to the houfe of lords, or rather to the bi. 
fuops, who had a feat in that houfe, and from whom aione they were con-

"' 27 Eiiz. cap. z. 
t Some even Qf thofe who pretend to defend the Q£een's meafures, allow, that in ten years fifty 

priefts were executed, and fifty-five baniihed. Camden, p. 649. 
:1: Belides the petition after-mentioned, another proof of the prevalency of the puritans among the 

commons was their pJffing a bill for the reverend obfervance of Sunday, which they called the Sab
bnth, and the depnving the people of thofe amufements, which they were accuftomed to take on 
that day. D'Ewes, p. 33~· It was a !lrong fymptom of a contrary fpir·t in the upper houfe, that 
they propofed to add W ednefday to the faft days, and to prohibit intirely the eating of flelh on that 
day. D'Ewes, p. 373• 

tented 
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tented to receive all advances towards reformation *· A fl:range departure from Chap. IV. 

what we now apprehend to be the dignity of the commons ! 15
8

4· 

THE commons defired in their humble petition, that no bilhop lhould exercife 
his funCtion of ordination but with the confent and concurrence of fix prefbyters : 
A demand, which as it would have introduced a change of ecclefiaftical govern
ment, was firmly rejected by the prelates. They defired, that no clergyman 
1hould be inftituted into any benefice, without previous warning being given to 
the parilh, that they might examine whether there lay any objeCtion to his life or 
doCtrine : But this attempt towards a popular model naturally met with the fame 
fate. In another article of the petition, they prayed, that the bilhops fhould not 
infifl: upon every ceremony, or deprive incumbents for omitting a part of. the fer
vice: As if uniformity in public worfhip had not been eftablifhed by law; or as 
if the prelates had been endowed with a difpenfing power. They complained of 
abufes, which prevailed in denouncing the fentence of excommunication, and en
treated the reverend fathers to think of fame law for the remedy of thefe abufes: 
Implying, that thofe matters were too high for the commons of themfelves to 
meddle with them. 

BuT the moft material article, which the commons touched upon in their peti
tion, was the eccleG.aftical commiffion, and the oath ex officio, as it was called, 
exacted by that court. This is a fubject of fuch importance, as to merit fome 
explanation. 

THE firft primate after the Q.Eeen's acceffion, was Parker; a man rigid in ex- ~he eccleliaf~ 
aCting conformity to the eftabliihed worihip, and in punilhing by fines or depri- ucal court. 

vations, all the puritans, who attempted to innovate any thing in the habits, ce-
remonies, or liturgy of the church. He died in 157 5; and was fucceeded by 
Grindal, who, as he himfelf was inclined to the new feet, was with great difficul-
ty brought to execute the law againft them, or to punilh the nonconforming cler-
gy. He declined obeying the ~een's orders for the fuppreffion of prophecyings, 
w11ich, fhe apprehended, had become fo many academies of fanaticifm ; and for 
this offence, fhe had, by an order of the Star Chamber, fequeftered him from his 
archiepifcopal funCtion, and confined him to his own houfe. Upon his death,. 
which happened in 1.583, fhe determined not to fall into the fame error in her 
next choice; and fhe named Whitgift, a zealous churchman, who had already 
fignalized his·pen in controverfy, and who, having in vain attempted to convince 
the puritans by argument, was now refolved to open their eyes by power, and 
by the execution of penal ftatutes. He informed the. ~een, that all the fpiri-
tual authority lodged in the prelates was infignificant without the fancl:ion of the 

• D'Ewes, p. 357· 

VoL. IV. A a crown~ 
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Chap. I v. crown; and as there was no ecclefiaftical commiffion at that time in force, he en-
1584 gaged her to Hfue a new one ; more arbitrary than any of the former, and con

veying more unlimited authority *. She appointed forty-four commiffioners, 
twelve of whom were ecclefiaftics ;. three commiffioners could exercife the whole 
power of the court;. their jurifdiCl:ion extended over the whole kingdom, and 
over all orders of men ; and every circumftance of their authority, and all their 
methods of proceeding, were contrary to the cleareft principles of Jaw and natural 
equity. They were impowered to vifit and reform all errors, herefies, fchifms, 
in a word, to regulate all opin.ions, as well as to punifh all breach of uniformity 
in the exercife of. public worfhip. They were direCted to make enquiry, not on
ly by the legal methods of juries and witne!fes, but by air other means and ways, 
which they could devife; that ~, by the rack, by. torture; by inquifition, by im
prifonment. Where they thought proper to fufp!=Cl: any perfon, they. might ad,. 
minifter to him an oath, called ex officio, by which he was bound to anfwer 
all queftions, and might thereby be obliged to accufe himfelf or. his mofl: 
intimate friend. The. ·fines,. which they. imppfed, were met:ely difcretionary, 
and often occafioned the total ruin of the offenders, contrary to the eftablilhed 
laws of the kingdom.. The imprifonment, to which they condemned any delin
quent, was limited by no rule but their own pleafure. They affumed a power 
of impofing on the dergy what new articles of fubfcription, and confequendy 
of 'faith, they thought proper. Tho~ all other fpiritual courts were fubjetf,. 
fince the reformation, to inhibitions from the fupreme courts of law, the ec
defiaftical commiffioners exempted themfelves from that legal jurifdiC!:ion, and 
were--liable to no controul. And the more to enlarge their authority, they were 
impowered to punifh aH incefts, adulteries, fornications ; all outrages, miilie
haviours, and diforders in marriage : And tlre punifhments, which they 
might inflict, were according to their wifdom, confcience, and difcretion. 
In a word, this court was a real inquifition ; attended with all the iniquities, 
as well as cruelties, infeparable from that horrid tribunal. And as the jurif
diCl:ion of the ecclefiaftical court was defl:ructive of all law, fo its ereCtion was 
deemed by many a mere ufurpation of this imperious princefs, and had no other 
foundation than a claufe of a ftatute, reftoring the fupremacy to the crown, and 
impowering the fovereign to appoint commiffioners for exercifing that prero
gative~ But ·prerogative in general, and efpecially the fupremacy, were fuppo
fed in that age to involve pow-ers, which no law, precedent, or reafon, could li~ 
mit and determine. 

~ Neal's Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. i. P• 4 I o-• 
BJJ'T. 

'l 
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·BuT thot the commons, in their humb~e petition to ti;_e prelates, had touched Chap. lV4 

1584· fo gently and fubmiffively on the ecclefiafl:ical grievances, the ~een, in a fpeech 
from the throne, at the end of the feffion, could not forbear taking notice of their 
prefumption, and reproving them for thofe murmurs, which, for fear of offend-
ing her, they had pronounced fo low as not direCtly to reach her royal ears. Af-
ter giving them fome general thanks for their attachment to her, and making 
profeffions of a!feCtion to her fubjects, lhe told them, that whoever found fault 
with the church threw a fiander upon her, fince lhe was appointed by God fupreme 
ruler over it, and r.o herefies nor fchifms could prevail in the kingdom but by her 
permiffion and negligence : That fome abufes muft neceffarily have place in eve-
ry thing ; but lhe warned the prelates to be watchful ; for if fhe 'found them 
carelefs of their charge, fhe was fully determined to depofe them : That lhe was 
commonly fuppofed to have employed herfelf in many ftudies, particularly philo
fophical, (by which, I fuppofe, lhe meant theological) and lhe would confef~ 
that few whofe leifure had not allowed them to make profeffion of fcience, had 
read or reflected more: That as fhe could difcern the prefumption of many, in 
curioufiy canvaffing the fcriptures, and ftarting innovations, lhe would no longer 
endure this licence; but meant to guide her people by God's rule, in the jufl: 
mean between the corruptions of Rome, and the errors of modem fectaries .: 
And that as the Romanifts were the inveterate enemies of her perfon, fo the other 
innovators were dangerous. to all kingly government; and under colour of preach
ing the word of God, prefumed to exercife their private judgment, and to cen
fure the actions of the prince *. 

FROM the .whole of this tranfaEtion, we may obferve, that the commons, in 
making their general application to the prelates, as well as in fome particular ar
.ticles of their petition, lhowed themfelves wholly ignorant, no lefs than the ~een, 
-of the principles of liberty and a legaLconftitution. And it may not be ua4 

worthy of remark, that Elizabeth, fo far from yielding to the difpleafure of ·the 
Parliament againft the ecdefiaftical commiffion, granted a new commiffion before 
the end of her reign ; in which fhe enlarged, rather than reftrained, the powers 
.of the commiffioners t. 

• D'Ewes, P• 328. This feB: had indeed gone fo far, that a book of difcipline was fecretly fub
fcribed by above five hundred clergymen; and the pre!byterian government thereby eftablifhed in the 
midft of the church, notwithftanding the rigour of the prelates and of the high commiffion. So im·
Jloffible it is by penal ibtutes, however fevere, to fupprefs all religious innovation. See·Neal's Hift. 
010f the Puritans, vol. i. p. 48 3. Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 29 I. 

·t Rymer, torn. xvi. p. 292, 386, 400. 
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DuRING this feffion of Parliament, there was difcovered a confpiracy, which 
much increafed the general animality againft the catholics, and ftill farther widen· 
ed the breach between the religious parties. William Parry, a catholic gentle
man, had received the ~een's pardon for a crime, by which he was expofed to· 
capital punifhment; and having got permiffion to travel, he retired to Milan, 
and made open profeffion of his religion, which he had concealed while he re
mained in England. He was here perfuaded by Palmio, a jefuit, that he could 
not perform a more meritorious aCtion, than to take away the life of his fovereign 
and his benefatl:refs; the nuncio, Campeggio, when confulted, approved extremely 
of this pious undertaking; and Parry, though frill agitated with doubts, came· 
to Paris, with an intention of palling over to England, and executing his bloody 
purpofe. He was here encouraged in the defign by Thomas Morgan, a gentle· 
man of great credit in the party ; . and tho' Watts and fome other catholic priefb 
told him, that the enterprize was criminal and impious, he preferred the authori· 
ty of Raggazzoni, the pope's nuncio at Paris, and determined to perfift in his
refolution. He here wrote a letter to the pope, which was conveyed to cardinal 
Como; he communicated his intention ro the holy father; and craved his abfolu
tion and paternal beneditl:ion. He received an anfwer from the cardinal, by 
which he perceived that his- purpofe was extremely applauded.; and he came over 
to England with a full defign of carrying it into execution. So deeply are the 
fentiments of morality engraved in mens breafts, that it is very difficult even for 
the prejudices of falfe religion totally to efface them ; and this bigotted alfaffin re
folved, before he came to extremity,. to try every other expedient for alleviating 
the perfecutions, uncler which the catholics at that time laboured. He found 
means of being introduced to the Queen ; affured her that many confpiracies were 
formed againft her; and exhorted her, as the only means of faving her life, to· 
give the Romanifl:s fome mE>re indulgence in the exercife of their religion: But 
left he fhould be tempted by the opportunity to affaffinate her, he always came to 

court unprovided of every offeniive weapon. He even procured himfelf to be 
eletl:ed member of Parliament; and having made a vehement fpeech againfi: the fe
vere laws enaCted this laft feffion, was committed to cuftody for his freedom, and fe
quefl:ered from the houfe. His failure in thefe attempts,.. confirmed him the more in 
his former refolution, and he communicated his intentions to Nevil, who entered 
zea!oufiy into the defign, and was determined to have a fhare in the merits of its ex
ecution. A book, newly publifhed by Dr. Allen, afterwards created a cardinal, fer
ved farther to efface an their fcruples, with regard to the murder of a heretical prince; 
and having agreed to rnoot the ~een while fhe fhould be taking the air on horfe
back, they refolved) if they could not make their efcape,. to facrifice their 

lives 

3 
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lives in fulfilling a duty, fo agreeable, as they imagined, to the will of God, and Chap. IV. 

to true religion. But while they were watching an opportunity for the execution 1 
5

8
4· 

of their purpofe, the earl of Weftmoreland happened to die in exile; and as Nevil 
was next heir to that family, he began to entertain hopes, that, by doing feme 
acceptable fervice to the ~een, he might recover the efl:ate and honours which 
had been forfeited by the rebellion of the !aft earl. He betrayed the whole con- 1585. 

fpiracy to the minifters; and Parry, being thrown into prifon, confeffed the guilt, 
both to them, and to the jury who tried him. The letter from cardinal Como 
being produced in court, put Parry's narrative beyond all queflion; and that cri-
minal, having received fentence of death*, fuffered the punifhment, which the 
law appointed for his treafonable confpiracy t. 

THESE bloody defigns now appeared every where, as the refult of that bigotted 
fpirit by which the two religions, efpecially the catholic, were af this time attu_ 
ated. One Somerville, a gentleman of the county of Warwic, fomewhat dif
ordered in his underflanding, had heard fo much of the merit attending the af
fafiination of heretics and perfecutors, that he came to London with a view of 
murdering the ~een ; but having betrayed his defign by fome extravagances, 
he was thrown into prifon, and there perifhed by a voluntary death :j:. About 
the fame time, Baltazar Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook, and executed the Affairs of the 

fame defign againft the prince of Orange; and that great man peri!hed at Delft, L?w Coun-
. tnes. 

by the hands of a defperate affafiin, who, With a refolution worthy of a better 
caufe, facrificed his own life, in order to deftroy the famous refiorer and pros 
teCtor of religious liberty. The Flemings, who regarded that prince as their fa
ther, were filled with infinite regret, as well when they confidered the miferable 
end of fo brave a patriot, as their own forlorn condition, from the lofs of fo" 

* State Trials, vol. i. p. lD3 & feq. Strype, vol. iii. p. z 5'i & feq. 
t This year, the earl of Northumberland, brother to the earl beheaded fome years before, had 

been engaged in a confpiracy with lord Paget for the delivery of the ~een of Scots. He was thrown· 
into the Tower ; and being confcious that his guilt could be proved upon him, at leall:, that fentence 
would infallibly be pronounced againft him, he freed himfelf from farther profecution by a voluntary 
death. He fhot himfelf into the breaft with a piftol. About the fame time, the earl of Arundel, 
fon to the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, having entered into fome exceptionable meafures, and re
flecting on the unhappy fate,. which had attended his family, endeavoured to depart fecretly beyond 
fea, but was difcovered and thrown into the Tower. In 1587, this nobleman was brought to his 
trial for high treafon ; chiefly becaufe he had dropped fome expreffions of affeCtion to the Spaniards, 
and had affirmed that he would have maJTes faid for the fuccefs of the armada. His peers found him 
guilty of treafon: This fevere fentence was not executed; but Arundel never recovered his liberty, 
He died a prifuner in 1595· He carried his religious auftetities fo far, t:1at they were believed the 
.immediate caufe of his death. 

:t Crupden, p. 495· 
powerful 
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powerful and prudent a leader, and from the rapid progrefs of the Spanifh armc: 
The prince of Parma had made every year great advances upon them, had re-

1 duced feveral of the provinces to obedience, and had laid clofe fiege to Antwerp, 
· the ric heft and moft populous city of the Netherlands, w hofe fubjeCtion, it was 

forefeen, would give a mortal blow to the already declining affairs of the revolted 
States. The only hopes which remained to them, arofe from the profpeet of fo
reign fuccours. Being well acquainted with the cautious and frugal maxims of 
Elizabeth, they expeCted better fuccefs in France; and in the view of engaaino-

l:> .D 

Henry to embrace their defence, they tendered him the fovereignty of their 
provinces. But the prefent condition of that monarchy obiiged the King to 

rejeCt fo advantageous an offer. i'he duke of Anjou's death, which, he thought, 
would have delivered him from the intrigues of that fickle and turbulent prince, 
plunged him into the deepeft diftrefs ; and the King of N av""' re, a pr.ofeffed 
Hugonot, being next heir to the crown, the duke of Guife took thence occafion 
to revive the catholic league, and to urge Henry, by the moft vi·olent expedients, 
to feek the exclufion and fuppreffion of that brave and virtuous prince. Henry 
himfelf, though a zealous c2.d-dic, yet, becaufe he declined complying with their 
precipitate meafures, became an ot:~;t£r ( f .:verfion ro,the League; and as his zeal 
in praCtiGng all the fuperfl:itious ol~J[e: , ' ~"'"S of the Romilh church, was accom
panied with a very licentious con.-~uEt in pr, 1rf' life, the catholic faction, in con
tradiction to the moft vul;::,cl experience:, en'~J' Fcl thence d•o:': pretext of repre
fenting his devotion as mere hypoc1 ;;/ a;d dr~c.:.-tt. .r '· Y " hi:: ·uthority to de
cline, he was obliged to declare war agail;;: ,:iJ CL.J,;nc:~., J. -.-, '~-".:r ;:, t~"' : ~0 
the hands of the Leag·ue, whom, both on account of t!Je]r .,Jz·~~·;.'~.-~- ·_;. _.. "t\:t.~·" r;f '"S 

at home, and their clofe allianc-e with Phili:, _ _;, he fcr:~·etly r•::g,- '·~,· }_ !·· s r:"'·· ·re 
dangerous enemies. Conftrained by the fame policy, h, percci'ic_' r"' :.-::, 

6
:" ot 

aifociating himfelf with the revolted proteftants in the Lc'.v Car.,nu: ,~;:c t\~~~. 

obliged to. renounce that inviting occafion of revenging himlelf :cr ::t.1l ~ -:; hoft[,: 
intrigues and enterprizes of Philip. 

THE States, reduced to this extremity, fent over a folemn embat to Loa~: ', 
and made offer to the ~een, of acknowleging her for their foverc1· !' 1 0!1 co t

dition of obtaining her proteCtion and affiftance. Elizabeth's wifeft co'. , , ~,, --rs 
were very much divided in opinion, with regard to the conduCt which fh<:; -"~uld 

·hold in this critical and important emergence. Some advifed her to rejc:: che 
offer of the States, and reprefented the imminent dangers, as well as injuftice, at
.tending the acceptance of them. They faid, that the fuppreffion of rebellious £ub
jeCts was the common caufe of all fovereigns, and the encouragement of a revoic ir.1. 

... the Flemings, might prove the example to a like pernicious praCtice in the Englifh: 
Th.1t 



ELIZABETH. 

That tho' prin€es were bound by the laws of the Supreme Being, not to opprefs 
their fubjeCl:s, the p,eople never were entitled to forget all duty to their fovereign, 
or transfer, from every fancy or difguft, or even from the jufteft ground of com
plaint, their obedience to any other mafter : That the Ql-1een, in the fuccours 
hitherto afforded the Fleming~, had,confidered them as labouring under oppref
fion, not as entitled to freedom ; and had intended only to admonifh Philip not 
to perfevere in his tyranny, without any view of ravifhing from him thefe pro
vinces, which he enjoyed by her(ditary right frnm his anceftors : That her fitua
tion in Ireland, and even in England, wou 1d afford that powerful monarch fuffi
cienr opportunity of retaliating upon her; and fhe muft henceforth expecr, that, in
fiead of fecretly fomenting fattion, he would openly eP' ;'loy his whole force in the 
proteCtion and defence of the catholics. That the p:::>~-t' ,,, oulcl un,io,ib[e,lly unite 
his fpiritual arms to rhe temporal or1t' of Spain ; a<td lhc~r ll1, Q~een would foon 
repent her making fo fma l ann precar~r" ~ ,·:1 acquiG[ion in torti,::,r. LOUntries, by ex-
poling her own dominions to iu h ,rr, ,,- <nent 'bngc-r *. / \ 

OTHER counfellors of Eliz,->l,t:l• , J ,r., .wu " contrary opmlOn, They af
ferted, that the ~een had not t vn f,, JL' the b, in, 11,6 of her reign, but cer
tainly. had not at prefent, the choiv:; ,, '· ec~l, r ihe would embrace friendihip or 
hoftility with Philip: That by the w:Jo't rm0r of that prince's condutt it ap
peared, that his fole aims were, the extcn 'On ,Jf his empire, and the utter ex
termination of the protefiants, under the tvcwus pretence ()f maintaining the ca
tholic faith : That the provocations which ihe had a·ready given him, jtined to 
his general fcheme of policy, would for ever rl"nder him her impla: able enemy ; 
and as foon as he had fubdued his revolted fubjet1s, he would undoubtedly fall, 
with the whole force of his united empire, on her defencclrfs ftate : That the 
only queftion wa!l, whether fhe would maintain a war, ah oad and fnpported by 
allies, or wait till the fubjettion of all the confedrrares uf England, ihould give 
her enemies leifure to begin their hoftd ities in the buwtls of that kingdom : That 
the revolted provinces, though in a declining conciitioo, poffeff:d ftitl confiderable 
force; and by the affiftance of England, by the adva;Jtages of their fituarion, 
and by their inveterate antipathy to Philip, might fti i I be enabled to rna' ntain the 
conceft againft the Spanilh monarchy : That their maritime power, united to the 
~een's, would give her entire fecurity on that fidr from whil h alone fhe could 
be affaulted, and would even enable her to make inr' 1ads on Philir-J's dominions, 
both in Europe and the Indies : That a war which was neceifary, could never be 
unjuft ; and felf-def~nce was concerned, as well in warding certain dangers at a 
diftance, as in repelling any immediate invaiion : And that fince hoftility with 
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Spain was the unavoidable confequence of the prefent interefts and liruations of the 
two monarchies, it was better to compenfate that danger and lofs by the acquifi
tion of fuch important provinces to the Englilh empire*· 

AMIDST thefe oppofite councils, the ~een, apprehenlive of the confequence5 

attending each extreme, was inclined to freer a middle courfe ; and .tho' fuch con
duCt is feldom prudent, fhe was not, in this refolurion, guided by any prejudice 
or affeCtion. She determined not to fee, without oppofition, the total ruin of the 
revolted provinces, whofe interefts fhe deemed fo clofely conneCted with her own: 
But forefeeing, that the acceptance of their fovereignty would engage her to em
ploy her whole force in their defence, would give umbrage to her neighbours, and 
would expofe her to the reproach of ambition and ufurpation, imputations which 
fhe had hitherto carefully avoided, fhe immediately rejeCted this offer. She con
cluded a league with the States on the following conditions : That fhe fhould fend 
over an army to their afilftance, of five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, and 
pay them during the war; that the general, and two others, whom !he fhould ap
point, lhould be admitted into the council of the States ; that neither party fhould 
make peace without the confent of the other; that her expences Ihould b~ refund
ed after the concLufion of the war ; and that the towns of Flufhing and the BriJle, 
with the cafl:Ie of Rammekins, fhould, in the mean time, be configned into her 
hands, by way of fecurity. 

THE ~een knew that this meafure would immediately engage her in open 
hoftilities with Philip ; yet was fhe not terrified with the view of the pre
fent gr.eatnefs of that ambitious monarch. The continent of Spain was at 
that time rich and populous; and the late addition of Portugal, befides fecu-ring 
internal .tranquillity, had annexed an opulent kingdom to Philip's dominions, 
had made him mafter of many fettlements in the Eaft-Indies, and of the whole 
commerce .of thofe regions, and had mightily increafed his naval power, in 
which he was before chiefly deficient. All the princes of Italy, even the pope 
and the court of Rome, were reduced to a kind of fubjeB:ion under him, and 
feemed to poffefs their fovereignty on very precarious and uncertain terms. The 
Aufl:rian branch in Germany, with their dependant principalities, was clofdy 
conneCted with him, and was ready to fupply him with troops for every enter
prize. All the treafures of the Weft~lndies were in his poffeffion; and the 
prefent fcardty of the precious metals in every country of Europe,, rendered the 
-influence of his riches the more forcible and extenfive. The Netherlands feem
&::d .on the point of relapfing into fervitude; and fmall hopes were entertained of 

• Camden, ibid. Bentivoglio, ibid. 
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their withflanding thofe numerous and veteran armies which, under the command Chap. tv~ 
of the moft experienced generals, he employed againft them. Even France, 1585· 

which was wont to counterbalance the Auftrian greatnefs, had loft all her force 
from inteftine commotions; and as the catholics, the ruling party, were clofely 
connected with him, he rather expected thence an augmentation, than a diminu-
tion, of his power. Upon the whole, fuch prepoffeffions were every where enter-
tained concerning the force of the Spanilh monarchy, that the King of Sweden, 
w·hen he heard that Elizabeth had openly embraced the defence of the revolted 
Flemings, fcrupled not to fay, that fhe had now taken the diadem from her head, 
and had adventured it upon the doubtful chance of war*. Yet was this princefs 
rather cautious than enterprizing in her natural temper : She ever needed more to 
be impelled by the vigour, than reil:rained by the prudence of her miniil:ers: But 
when fhe faw an eviqent neceffity, fhe braved danger with magnanimous courage; 
and trufting to her own confummate wifdom, and to the affetl:ions, however di-
vided, of her people, 1he prepared herfelf to refift, and even to affault, the whole 
force of the catholic monarch. 

THE earl of Leicefter was fent over to Holland, at the hea-d of the Englifh 
auxiliary forces. He carried with him a fplendid retinue; being accompa
nied with the young earl of Effex, his fon-in-law, the lords Audley and North, 
Sir William Ruffel, Sir Thomas Shirley, Sir Arthur Baffet, Sir Walter Wallert 
Sir Gervafe Clifton, and a felect troop of five hundred gentlemen. He was re,. 
ceived, on his arrival at Flulhing, by his nephew, Sir Philip Sidney, the go
vernor ; and every town thro' which he paffed, expreffed their joy by acclama
tions, and triumphal arches, as if his prefence, and the ~een's protection, had 
brought them the moft certain deliveranu. The il:ates, defirous of engaging 
Elizabeth frill farther in their defence, and knowing the intereft which Leice11er 
poffeffed with her, conferred on him the title of governor and captain-general of 
the U n1ted Provinces, appointed a guard to attend him, and treated him, in 
fome refpeCl:s, as their tovereign. But this ftep had a contrary effeCt to what they 
expeCted. The Queen was difplea{ed with the artifice of the States. and the ambj
tion of Leicefter .. She reprimanded both of them very feverely by letters; and 
it was with f-ome difficulty., that, after many humble fubmiffions, thty were able 
to appeafe her. 

AMERICA was regarded as the chief fource of Philip's powt r, as well as the Hofiilities 

mofi defencelefs part of his dominions ; and Elizabeth finding that an open breach with Spahl. 

with that monarch was unavoidable, refolved not to leave him unmvldl:ed on that 
• Camd.:n, p. soR. 
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quarter. The great fuccefs of the Spaniards and Portugueze in both Indies had' 
excited a fpirit of emulation in England; and as the fuccefs of commerce, ftill more 
of planting colonies, is ilow and gradual, it was happy, that a war, in this critical 
age, had opened a more flattering profpetl: to the avarice and ambition of the Eng
lilh, and had tempted them, by the view of fudden and exorbitant profit, to en
gage in naval enterprizes. A fleet of twenty fail was equipped to attack the Spa
niard in the Weft-Indies: Two thoufand three hundred volunteers, befides fea
men, engaged on board of it : Sir Francis Drake was appointed admiral; Chrif
topher Carline commander of the land forces. They took St. J ago, near Cape 
Verde, by furprize; and found in it plenty of provifions, but no riches. They. 
failed to Hif.paniola ; and eafily making themfelves mafters of St. Domingo by af-
fault, obliged the inhabitants to ranfom their houfes by a fum of money. Cartha
gena fell next into their: hands, after fome more refifi:ance, and was treated in the 
fame manner. They burned St. Anthony. and St. Helens, two towns on the coafl: 
of Florida. Sailing along the coaft of Virginia, they found the finall remains o£a,.,. 
colony which had been planted there by Sir Walter Raleigh, and which had gone 
extremely to decay. This was the firft attempt of the Englilh to form fuch fet
tlements; and tho' they have fince furpaifed all European nations, b0th in the· 
fituation of their colonies, and in the noble principles of liberty and induftry,, 
on which they are founded; they had here been fo unfuccefsful, that the rnife-
rable planters abandoned their fettlements, and prevailed on Drake to carry them; 

with him to England. He returned with fo much riches as encouraged the vo
lunteers, and with fuch accounts of the Spanilh weaknefs in thofe countries as
ferved extremely to inflame the fpirits of the nation, to future enterprizes. The· 
great mortality which the climate had produced in his fleet, was, as is ufual, but 
a feeble reftraint on the avidity and fanguine hopes of young adventurers t. It, 
is thought that Drake's fleet firfl: introduced the ufe of tobacco into England. 

THE enterprizes of Leicefter were much Jefs fuccefsful than thofe of Drake-.-., 
This man po.fielfed neither courage nor capacity, equal to the truits repofed in, 
him by the ~een ; and as he was the only bad choice fhe made for any con ... 
fiderable employment, men naturally believed, that the had here been influ
enced by an affection frill more partial than that of friendlhip. He gained at firft 
fame advantage in an action againf\: the Spaniards; and threw fuccours into 
Grave, by which that place was enabled to make a vigorous defence : But the 
cowardice of the governor, Van Hemert, rendered aU thefe efforts ufelefs. He 
capitulated after a very feeble refitl:ance ; and being tried for his conduct, fuffered 
a capital puniihment from the fentence of a court martial. The prince of Par": 

t Camden, p. 509~ 
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rna next undertook the fiege of Venlo, which was furrendered to him, after forne 
-refiftance~ The fate of Nuys was more difrnal; being taken by aifault, while 
the garrifon was treating of a capitulation. Rhimberg, which was garrifoned by 
twelve hundred Englifh, under the command of colonel Morgan, was afterwards 
befieged by the Spaniards ; and Leicefter, thinking himfelf too weak to attempt 
raifing the fiege, endeavoured to draw off the prince of Parma by forming fome 
other enterprize. He firfl attacked Doefberg, and fucceeded : He then fat down 
before Zutphen, which the Spanifh general thought fo important a place, that he 
hafrened to its relief. He made the marquefs of Guafl:o advance with a convoy, 
which he intended to throw into the place. They were favoured by a fog; but 
falling by chance on a body of Englifh cavalry, a furious action enfued, in which 
the Spaniards were worfred, and the marquefs of Gonzaga, an Italian nobleman 
-of great reputation and family, was fiain. The purfuit was ftopt by the advance 
<>f the prince of Parma with the main body of the Spanilh army; and the En;Lfh 
cavalry, on their return from the field, found their ad vantage more than com pen
fated by the lofs of Sir Philip Sidney, who., being mortally wounded in the ac
tion, was carried off by the foldiers, and foon after died. This perfon is de
fcribed by the writers of that age as the moft perfect model of an accomplifhed 
gentleman which was ever formed even by the wanton imagination of poetry 
or fiction. Virtuous conducr, polite converfation, heroic valour, and elegant 
erudition, all concurred to render him the ornament and delight of the Engli.fu 
court; and as the credit which he poifeifed with the ~een and the earl of Lei
cefter, was wholly employed in the encouragement of genius and literature, his 
praifes have been tranfmitted with advantage to pofterity. No perfon was fo low 
as not to become an object of his humanity. After this lafl: action, while he was 
lying on the field, mangled with wounds, a bottle of water was brought him co 
relieve his thirft ; but obferving a foldier near him in a like miferable condition, 
he faid, CJ'his man's neceJ!ity is jfill greater than mine: And refigned to him the 
bottle of water. The King of Scots, ftruck with admiration of Sidneis virtue, 
celebrated his memory by a copy ofLatin verfes, which he compofed on occaGon 
of the death of that young hero. 

THE Englifh, tho' a long peace had deprived them of all exper!ence, were 
frrongly poifeffed of military genius ; and the advantages gained by the prince of 
Parma were not attributed to the fuperior bravery and difcipline of the Spania:rdE, 
but folely to the mifconduct of Leicefter. The States were much difcontented 
with his management of the war; but frill more with his arbitrary and imperious 
~onduCl:; and at the end of the campaign, they applied to him for a red refs of 
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all their grievances. But Leicefter, without giving them any fatisfacrion, de· 
paned foon afcer for England*. 

THE ~een, while fhe provoked fo powerful an enemy as the King of Spai·n, 
was not forgetful to fecure herfelf on the fide of Scotland; and lhe endeavoured 
both to cultivate the friendlh1p and alliance of her kinfrpan, James, and to re
move all grounds of quarrel between them. An attempt which lhe had made 
fome time before, was not well caf:ulated to gain the confidence of that prince. 
She clifpatched Wotton as her ambaifador to Scotland; but tho' !he gave him pri
vate infl:r uB:ions with regard to her aifJirs, fhe informed James, that when ih~ 

had any political bullnefs to difcufs with him, fhe would employ another minifter; 
that this man was not fitted for ferious negociations ; and that her chief purpofe 
in fending him, was to entertain the King with witty and facetious converfation. 
and to partake without referve of his pleafures and amufernents. Wotton was 
mafl:er of profound diffimulation, and knew how to cover, under the appearance 
of a carelefs gaiety, the deepeft defigns, and mofl: dangerous artifices. When 
but a youth of twenty t he had been employed by his uncle, Dr. Wotton, ambaf
fador in France during the reign of Mary, to enfnare the conftable, Montmo
rency ; and had not his purpofe been fruftrated by pure accident, his cunning 
had prevailed over all the caution and experience of that a§."ed minifter. It is no 
wonder, that, after years bad fo mucb improved him in all arcs of deceit, he 
fuould gain an afcendant over a young prince, of fo open and unguarded a temper 
as James, erpeciall y when the ~een' s recommendation prepared the way for his 
artifices. He was admitted into all the pleafures of the King ; made himfelf ma
fier of his fe.crets ; and had fo much the more authority with him in political 
tranfaB:ions, as he did not feem to pay the Jeafl: attention or regard to thefe mat
ters. The Scots minifiers, who obferved the growing intereft of this man, en
deavoured to acquire his friendfhip ; and fcrupled not to facrlfice to his intrigues 
t:1e moft efi'ential interefts of their mafl:er. Elizabeth'-s ufual jealoufies with re
gard to her heirs, began now to be levelled againfl: James; and as that prince had 
attain~d the years proper far marriag~, fhe was apprehenfive, left, by being 
ilrengthened with children and alliances, he fhould acquire the greater intereft 
and authority with her Englilh fubjeCts_, She direCted Wotton to form a fecret con
cert with fome Scots noblemen, and to procure their promife, that James, during 
three years, lhould not, on any account, be permitted to marry. In confequence 
of this view, they endeavoured to embroil him with the King of Denmark, who, 
had fent ambaffadors to Scotland, on pretence of demanding the refti.tution of thee 
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Orkneys, but really v. ith a view of opening a propofal of marriage between James 
and his-daughter. Wotton is faid to have employed his intrigues to purpofes fl:ill 
more dangerous. He formed a confpiracy with fome malecontents, to feize the per
fun of the King, and to deliver him into the hands of Elizabeth, who would pro
bably have denied all concurrence in the defign, but who would have been care
ful to retain him in perp~tual thraldom, if not captivity. The confpiracy was 
dilcovered, and Wotton fled hafrily from Scocland, without taking leave of the 
King*. 

JAMEs's fituation obliged him to diffemble his refentment of this traiterous 
attempt, and his natural temper inclined him foon to forgive and forget it. The 
~een found no difficulty to renew the negociations for a fl:riet alliance between 
Scotland and England ; and the more effectually to gain the prince's affections, 
fbe granted him a pc::nfion, equivalent to his claim on the inheritance of his 
grandmother the countefs of Lenox, lately deceafed t. A league was formed be. 
tween Elizabeth and James, for the mutual defence of their dominions, and of 
their religion, now menaced by the open combination of all the catholic powers 
of Europe. It was ftipulated, that if Elizabeth was invaded, James fuould aid 
her with a body of two thoufand horfe and five thoufand foot ; that Elizabeth, 
in a like cafe, fbould fend to his affifiance three thoufand horfe and fix thoufand 
foot; that the charge of thefe armies fhould be defrayed by the prince who 
demanded affiftance ; that if the invafion fbould be made upon England, with
in fixty miles of the frontiers of Scotland, this latter kingdom fbould march 
its whole force to the affiftance of the former ; and that the prefent league fhould 
fupercede all former alliances of either fiate with any foreign kingdom, fo far as 
religion was ~oncerned :f:. 

Bv this league James fecured himfelf againfl: all attempts from abroad,. opened 
a way for acquiring the confidence and affection of the Englifh, and might en
tertain [orne profpect of domefl:ic tranquillity, which, fo long as he lived on bad 
terms with Elizabeth; he could never expect long to enjoy. Belides the turbulent 
difpofition, and inveterate feuds of the nobility, ancient maladies. of the Scots 
government,. the fpirit of fanaticifm had introduced a new diforcler; fo much the 
more dangerous, as religion, when corrupted by falfe opinion, is not refl:rained 
by any rules of morality, and is even fcarcely to be accounted for in its opera,.. 
tions, by any principles of ordinary conduCt and policy. The infolen.ce of the 
Scots preachers, who triumphed in their dominion over the populace, had, at 
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Chap. IV. this time, reached an extreme height; and they carried their arrogance fo far, 
1586. not only againft the King, but againft the Parliament, and the wh~Ie civil power, 

that they dared to excommunicate the archbifhop of St. Andrews, becaufe he had 
been active for promoting a law which reftrained their feditious fermons *: Nor 
could that prelate fave himfelf any way from this terrible fentence, but by re-
nouncing all pretenfions to ecclefiaftical authority. One Gibfon faid in the pulpit, 
that captain James Stuart (meaning the late earl of Arran) and his wife, Jeza
bel, had been deemed the chief perfecutors of the church ; but it was now 
feen, that the King himfelf was the great offender: And for this crime the 
preacher denounced againft him, the curfe which fell on Jeroboam, that he 1hould 
die childlefs, and be the laft of his race t. 

THE Jecretary, perceiving the King fo much molefted with ecclefiafl.ical affairs, 
and with the refractory difpofition of the clergy, adv.ifed him to leave them to their 
own courfes: For that in a fhort time they would become fo intolerable, that the 
people would rife againft them, and chace them out of the country. " True,'~ 

replied the King: " If I purpofed to undo the church and religion., your counfel 
'' were good : But my intention is to maintain both ; therefore cannot I fuffer 
-" the clergy to follow fuch a conduCt, as will in the end bring religion into con-: 

·-~' tempt :j:." ' 

C H A P. V. 

~Zeal of the Catholics.-Babington's con.fpiracy.-Mary aJ!ents ttJ 
the confpiracy.-The con.JPir4tors fiized and executed.-Refolu
tion to try the fl<!!een if Scots.--The commijjioners prevail on her to 

Jubmit to the trial.--·The trial-Sentence againfl Mary.
lnterprfttion qf King James.-Reafons for the execution qf Mary. 
-The execution.-Mary's charaCler.-'Ihe f0een's q/feCled 
forrow.--Drake deflroys the Spanijh fleet at Cadiz,_;__Philip pro-
jects the invajion of England.-The invincible Armada.-Prepara
tions in England.--The Armada arrives in the Channel.-Defeated. 
-A Parliament.-Expedition againfl Portugal.-Scots affairs. 

T HE dangers which arofe from the charaCter, principles, and pretenfions 
of the ~een of Scots, had engaged, very early, EEzabeth to confult, in 

her treatment of that unfortunate princefs, the dictates of jealoufy and politics, 

* Spotfwood, P· 345, 346. , t Ibid. p. 344· t Ibid. P· 348. 
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rather than of friendfhip or generofity : Refentment of this ufage had pufhed 
Mary into enterprizes, which had very nearly threatened the repofe and authority of 
Elizabeth: The rigour and reftraint, which were thence redoubled upon the captive 
~een t, ftill impelled her to attempt greater extremities; and while her impa
tience of confinement, her revenge*, and her high fpirit concurred with religious 

zeal,. 

t Digges, p. 139· Haynes, p. 6o7. 
* Mary's extreme animofity againft Elizabeth may eafily be conceived, and ·broke out, about thi!>

time, in an incident, which may appear curious. While the former O!!een was kept in cufiody 
by the earl of Shrewfbury, fhe lived during a long time in great intimacy with the countefs ; but that 
lady, entertaining jealoufy of an amour between her and the earl, their friendfhip was converted into 
enmity J and Mary took a method of revenge, which at once gratified her fpite againft the countefs 
and that againfl: Elizabeth. She wrote to the O!!een, informing her of all the malicious fcandalou~ · 
ftories, which, fhe faid, the countefs of Shrewfbury had reported of her: That Elizabeth had given a 
promife of marriage to a certain perfon, whom fhe afterwards often admitted to her bed : That fhe 
had been equally indulgent to Simier, the French agent, and to the duke of Anjou : That Hatton was 
alfo one of her paramours, who was even difgufted with her exceffive love and fondnefs: That tho' fhe 
was on other occafions avaritious to .the !aft degree, as well as ungrateful, and kind to very few, fhe fpared 
no expence in gratifying her amorous paffions : That notwithftanding her licentious amours, lhe was not 
made like other women; and all thofe who courted her marriage would in the end be difappointed: That 
!he was fo conceited of her beauty, as to fwallow the moil: extravagant flattery from her courtiers, , 
who could not, on thefe occafi.ons, forbear even fneering at her for her folly : That it was ufual for 
them to tell her, that the luftre of her beauty dazled them like that of the fun, and they could not be- . 
hold it with a fixed eye: She added, that the· countefs had faid, that Mary's beft policy would be to 
engage her fon to make love to the OEeen; nor was there any danger that fuch a propofal would be 
taken for mockery ; fo ridiculous was the opinion which fhe had entertained of her own charms; She 
pretended, that the countefs had reprefented her as no lefs odious in her temper than profligate in her 
manners, and abfurd in her·vanity :. That fhe had fo beaten a young woman of the name of Scudamore 
as to break that lady's linger; and in order to cover over the matter, it was pretended, that the accident 
had proceeded from the fall of a candleftick : That lhe had cut another acrofs the hand with a knife, 
who had been fo unfortunate as to offend her. Mary added, that the countefs had informed her, that 
Elizabeth had fuborned Rolftone to pretend hiendfhip to her, in .order to debauch her, and thereby, 
throw infamy on her rival. See Murden's State Papers, p. 55 8. This imprudent and malicious letter, 
was wrote a very little before the deteaion of O!!een Mary's confpiracy, and contributed, no doubt, . 
to render the proceedings againft her more rigorous. How far all thefe imputations againft Elizabeth · 
can be credited, may perhaps appear doubtful : But her extreme fondnefs for Leicefter,. Hatton, and . 
E1Tex, not to mention Montjoy and others,. with the curious paifages between her and admiral Sey
mour, contained in Haynes, render her chaftity very fufpicious. Her felf. conceit with regard to beauty, , 
we know from other undoubted authority, to have been extravagant. Even when fhe. was a very old , 
woman, fhe allowed her courtiers to flatter her with regard to her excellent heauties. Birch, vol. II •. 
p. 442, 443· Her paffionate temper may alfo be proved from many lively inftances; and it was not~ 
unufual with her to beat her maids of honour. See the Sydney Pap~rs, vol. II. p. 38. The blow . 
fue gave to Eifex before the privy council is another inftance. Had this ~een been born in a private · 

ftation~ . 
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zeal, and the ·fi.JggefHons of defperate bigots, fhe was at )aft engaged in de£igns, 
whi.ch afforded her enemies, who waited for the opportunity, a pretence or reafon 
for dfeCl:uating her final ruin. 

THE En._gliih feminary at Rheims had wrought themfelves up to a high 
pitch of rage and animofity againft the Queen. The recent perfecutions, from 
which they had efcaped: The new rigours, which, they knew, awaited them in the 
courfe of their miffions : The liberty which for the prefent they enjoyed of declaim
ing againft tb:rt princefs: And the contagion of religious fury, which every where 
furrounded them in France: All thefe caufes had obliterated with them every 
maxim of common fenfe, and every principle of morals or humanity. Intoxi
cated with admiration of the omnipotence and infallibility of the pope, they re
vered his bull by which he excommunicated and depofed the ~een ; and fome 
of them had gone to that height of extravagance, as to alfert, that that perfor
mance had been immediately diCtated by the Holy Ghoft. The alfaffination of 
heretical fovereigns, and of that princefs in particular, were reprefented as the 
moil: meritorious of all enterprizes; and they taught, that whoever perifhed in 
fuch pious attempts enjoyed without difpute the glorious and never-fading crown 
()f martyrdom. By fuch doctrines, they inftigated John Savage, a man of def
perate courage, who h:1d ferved fome years in the Low Countries under the 
prince of Parma, to attempt the life of Elizabeth ; and this affaffin, having made 
a vow to perfevere in his defign, was fent over to England, and recommended 
·tO the confidence of the more zealous Catholics. 

ABOUT the fame time John Ballard, a prieft of that feminary, had returned 
to Paris from his miffion in England and Scotland ; and as he had difcovered a fpi
.rit of mutiny and rebellion to be very prevalent among the catholic devotees in 
·thefe countrie~, he had founded on that difpofition the projeCt of dethroning Eli
zabeth, and .of .reftoriHg by force of arms the exercife of the antient religion in 
England*. The fiwation of affairs abroad feemed favourable to this enterprize: 
The pope, the Spaniard, the duke of Guife, the prince, created by the pope, duke 
-of Parma, concurring .in interel.l:s, had formed a refolution to make fome at· 
tempt upon the ~een : And Mendoza, the Spani!h ambaffador at Pari~, fi:rongly 
encouraged Ballard to hope for fuccours from thefe princes. Charles Paget alone, 
a zealous catholic, and a devoted partizan of the ~1een of Scots, being well ac
quainted with the prudence, vigour, and general popularity of Elizabeth, al-

flation, fue would not have been very amiable: But her abfolute authority, at the fame time that it 
gave an ur,controled fwing to her violent pa:fions, enabled her to compenfate for her infiru1. ties by 
,many great and fignal virtues. 

• Murden's State Papers, p. 517. 
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ways ma1ntained, that fo long as that ·princefs was allowed to live, it was in vaih Chap. V. 
. rs86. 

to expeCt any fuccefs from an enterprize upon England. Ballard, perfuaded 
of this truth, faw more clearly the neceffity of executing the defign, formed at 
Rheims : He came over to England in the difguife of a foldier, and affumed the 
name of captain Fortefcue : And he bent his endeavours to effectuate at once the 
project of an affaffination:, an infurr;ection, and an invafion t. 

THE firft perfDn: to ·whom- he addrdfed himfelt, was Anthony Babington of Babin!{on's 

Dethic in the cotmty of Derby. This young gentleman was of a good fa- confptracy. 

mily, poffc'ffed a plentiful fortune, had difcovered an excellent capacity, and was 
a~~omp1ifhed in literature beyond moft of his years or ftation. Being zealouOy 
devoted to the catholic cori1munion, he had fecretly made a journey to Paris 
fome time before ; and had fallen into intimacywith Thomas Morgan, a .bigotted 
fugitive from En·gtand, and With the bifhop of Glafgow, l\tlary's ambaffador to 
the court ·of·France. By <:ontinttall.y extdlfng the amiable -accorh·plifhments and 
heroical virtues of that princefs, they inflamed the unguarded mind of young 
Babingt6n to make fonie attempt for· her fervice ; and they employed every prin-
ciple of ambition, gallantry, _and religious zeal to give him a contempt of thofe 
dangers, which attended any·· enterprize again(l: the vigilant government of Eli-
zabeth. Finding him well difpofed for their pm:pofe, they fent him back to 

England, and fecretly, unknown to himfelf, recommended him to the ~een of 
Scots as a perf on worth engaging in her fervice. She wrote him- a letter, full of 
friendfhip and confid::nce; and Babington, fimguine in his temper a:1d ze1lous 
in his principles, thought, that thefe advances now bound him in honour to de-
vote himfelf entirely to the fervice of that unfortun1te princefs. During fame 
time, he h1d found means of conv-eying to hex all her foreign correfpondence ; 
but after fhe was put uncler the·cuftody of Sit· Amias Paulet, and reduced to a 
more rigorous confinement, he experienced fo much difficulty and dangtr in 
rendering her this fcrvice, that he had defifted from every attempt of that 
nature. 

WHEN Ballard began to ·open his intentions to Babington, he found his zeal 
ftlfpended, not extinguil11ed: His former ardour revived on the mention of any 
enterprize, which· feemed to promife fuccefs in the canfe of Mary or d the 
catholic religion. He had entertained fentiments conformable to th(;;e of 
Paget, and reprefentd the folly of all atrempts·, which, during the life-time of 
Elizabe~h. cou\1 be fo-rmed ag1infl: the el1aSJil11ecl religion and government 
of England; Balb-d, encouraged by thrs hrnt., proceeded to (:ifcover to him 

VoL. IV. 

t Camden, p. 51 5. · 
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the defign undertaken by Savage* ; and was pleafed to obferve, that, infl:cad of' 
being fhocked with that project, Babington only thought it not lecure enough, 
when entrufl:ed to one fiF1gle hand, and propofed to j.oin four others with Savage 
in this defperate and bloody enterprize. 

IN profecution of thefe views, Babington employed himfelf in encreafing the 
number of his affociates ; and he fecretly drew into the confpiracy many catholia 
gentlemen, difcontented with the prefent government. Barnwel, of a noble 
family in Ireland, Chamoc, a gentleman of Lancafhire, and Abington, whofe 
f.ather had been cofferer to the houfhold, readily undertook the a!faffination of the 
~1een. Charles Tilney the heir of a very ancient family, and Titchborne of 
Southampton, when the defign was propofed to them, expreifed fome fcruples. 
which were at !aft removed by the arguments of Babington and Ballard. Savage 
alone refufed for fome time to fha.r:e the glory of the enterprize with any others t ; 
he challenged the whole to himfdf; and it was with forne difficulty- he was induced 
to depart from this prepofl:erous ambition. 

THE delivery of the ~een of Scots·, at the very· fame inff'ant, when Elizabeth 
fhould be affaffinated, was requi-fite for effecting the purpofe of the confpirators ;· 
and Babington under-took, with a party of an hun0red horfe, to attack her guards; 
while fhe fhould be taking the air: on horfeback. In this enterprize, he engaged 
Edward Windfor, brother- to the Lord of that name, Thomas· Salifbury, Hobert 
Gage, John Travers, ]ohnj0nes, and Henry Donne; mofl: of them men of fa;. 
mily and interefl:. The confpirators much wanted, but could not find, any noble" 
man of name, whom they might place at the head of their. enterprize ;. but the)ll 
trufted, that the great events, of the ~een's death and Mary's delivery, would 
roufe all the zealous catholics to arms; and that foreign forces; taking advantage 
of the general confufion, would eafily fix the ~een. of Scots on the throne, and 
re-efl:ablilh the ancient religion. 

THESE defperate projects had not efcaped the vigilance of Elizabeth's council;. 
particularly of Walfingham, fecretary of fl:ate. That artful minifter had engaged;, 
Maud, a catholic prieft, whom he· retained in pay, to-attend Ballard in his jour
ney to France, and had thereby got a hint of the d€figns, entertained by the fu• 
gitives. Polly, an-other of his fpies, had found means to in!lnuate himfelf among. 
the confpirators in England ; and tho~ notentirely trufted, had obtained fame in
fight into their dangerous fecrets. But the bottom of the confpiracy was never fuiJy. 
known, till Gifford, a feminary priefl:, can1e over, and made a tender of his fervice 
to 'N alfingham. By his means, the difcovery. became of the utmoft importance,, 

• Camden, p. 515. State Trials, p. 114-. 
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and involved the fate of Mary, as well as of thofe zealous partizans of that Chap. v • 
• 5s6. princefs. 

BABINGTON and his affociates, having ]aid fuch a fceme, as, they thought, 
promifed infallible fuccefs, were impatient to communicate the defign to the ~een 
of Scots, and to obtain her approbation and concurrence. For this fervice, they 
employed Gifford, who immediately applied to Walfingham, that the intereft of 
that minifter might forward his fecret correfpondence with Mary. Walfingham 
propofed the matter to Paulet, and defired him to connive at Gifford's corrupt
ing one of his fervants : But Paulet was averfe to the introducing fuch a perni
cious precedent into his family, and defired, that they would rather think of fome 
other expedient. GifforJ found a brewer, who fupplied the family with ale ; and 
bribed him to convey letters to the captive ~een. The letters, by Paulet's con
nivance, were thruft thro' a chink in the wall ; and anfwers were returned by the 
fame conveyance. 

BALLARD and Babington were at firft diffident of Gifford's fidelity; and to 
make trial of him, they gave him only blank papers made up like letters: But 
finding by the anfwers, that thefe had been faithfully delivered, they laid afide all 
farther fcruple, a11d conveyed by his hands the moil: criminal and dangerous 
parts of their confpiracy. Babington informed Mary of the defign laid fvr a fo
reign invafion, the plan of an infurreB:ion at home, the fcheme for her delivery, 
and the confpiracy for affaffinating the ufurper, by fix noble gentlemen, as he 
termed them, all of them his private friends, who, from the zeal, which they 
bore to the catholic caufe and her majefty's fervice, would undertake the tragical 
execution. Mary replied, that fhe approved highly of the defign, that the gentle- Mary aifenta 

men might expect all the rewards, which it 1hould ever be in her power to con- to the confpi

fer, and that the death of Elizabeth was a neceffary circumftanre, before any at- racy. 

tempts were made either for her own delivery or an infurretl:ion *. Thefe letters, 
with others to Mendoza, Charles Paget, the archbifhop of Glafgow, and Sir 
Francis lngelfidd, were carried by Gifford to fecretary Walfingham ; were de-
cyphered by the art of Philips, his clerk ; and copies taken of them. Walling-
ham employed a new artifice, in order to obtain full infight into the plot : He 
fubjoined to a letter of Mary's a poftfcript in the fame cypher; in which he made 
her deGre Babington to inform fier of the names of the fix confpirators. The indif-
cretion of Babington furnilhed Walfingham with ftill another means of deteCtion as 
well as of defence .• That gentleman had made a piCture be drawn, where he him-
felf was reprefented ftanding amidft the fix affaffins ; and a motto was fL1bjoined, 
expre!ling, that their common perils were the band of their confederacy. A copy 

* State Trials, vo!. i. p. 135. Camden, p. 5 15-
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Chap. V. of this picture was brought to ElizabNh, that !he might know the affaffins, and 
~~:s 6 . , guard ber!elf againrl th.::ir approach to her perfon. 

MEANWHILE, Babington, anxious to enfure and hafteo the foreign fuccours, 
refolved to difpatch Ballard into France ; and he procured for him, under a 
feigned name, a licence to travel. In order to remove from himfe.lf all fufpici-on, 
he applied to \Valflngham, pretended great zeal for the ~1een's fervice, offe-red to 
go abroad, and promifed to employ that confidence, which he had gained among 
the catholics, to tbc deteCtion and difappointmeQt of their confpiracies. Wal
fingham commended his loyal purpo[es ; and promifing his. own council and af
fiiLtnce in the execution of them, ftill, fed him witQ. hopes, and maintained a clofe 
correfpondence with him. A warrant, mea_nwhile, was Hftled for feizing Ballard; 
and this incident, joined to the confcioufnefs of guilt, begot in all the confpirators 
the utmofl: anxiety and concern. Some ad vife.d that they ihould immediately 
make their efcape : Others propofed, that Savage and Charnoc fhould without 
delay execute th-eir purpofe againft- Elizabeth ; and ~abington, in profecution of 
this fchf:'me, furnifhed Savage with money, that he might buy good cloaths, and 
have thereby the more eafy accefs to the Q9een's perfon. Next day, they began 
to apprehend, that they had takm the alarm too haft-ily ; and Babington, having 
r.enewed his correfpondence with W alfingh~m, was pe1~fuaded by t~at fubtle mi
nifier, that the feizure ~f Ballard bad proceeded entirely from the t~fual diligence 
of informers in the detection of popifh and feminary priefrs. He even confented 
to rake fecretly lodgings in Walfi.ngham's houfe, that they might have more fre
quent conferences together, before his intended departure for France: But obferv
ingj that he was watched and guarded, he made his efcape, and gave the alarm 

'The confoi- to the other confpirators. They all took to flig~t, covered themfelves with fe. 
rators fe z'ed vera! difguifes~ and lay concealed in woods or barns; but were foon difcovered and 
andexecuted. h . ·r I h · · · h d'n. d h h d t rown mto pruon., n t e1r exammatrons, t ey contra lt..lt eac ot er; an 
Sepembcr. the leaders were obliged to make a full confeffion of the truth. Fourteen were

condemned and executed : Of whom, feven acknowleged the crimt on their trial; 
the reft were. convicted by evidence. 

THE leffer confpirators being difpatched, meafures were taken for the trial and 
convitlion of the ~een of Scots ; on whofe a1=count, and by whole concurrence, 
::~11 rhefe attempts had been made againfl: the life of the ~een, and the tranquil
lity of the. kingdom. Some of Elizabeth's counfel!ors were averfe to this proce
dure; and thought, that the clofe confinement of a woman,. v,ho was become 
very fickly, and who would probably put a fpeedy enJ to their anxiety by her na
tural death, might give fuf11cient f(:curity to the governmeos without attempting . 

.a. me.tfure of which there fcarctly remains any example in hiftory. Lei.cd1:er ad-
. ft .4-9· Vlltl.l, 
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vifed, that Mary !hould be fecretly difpatched by poifon ; and he fent a divine to Chap. v. 
convince Walfingham of the lawfuloefs of that aClion: But Walfingham decl~red 1586. 

his abhorrence of it ; and infifted frill, in conjunction with the majority of the 
counfellors, for the open trial of the ~een of Scots. The fituation of England, 
and of the Englifh minifters had, indeed, been hitherto not a little dangerous. No 
fucce!for of the crown was declared; but the heir of blood, to whom the people 
in general were likely to adhere, was, by education, an enemy to the national 
religion; was, from multiplied injuries, an enemy to the minifiers and principal 
nobility : And their perfonal fafety, as well as the fecurity of the government, 
feemed to hang alone on the ~een's life, who was now fomewhat advanced 'in 
years. No wonder, therefore, that Elizabeth's counfellors, knowing themfelves 
to be fo obnoxious to the QEeen of Scots, endeavoured to puih every meafure tO. 

·extremity againll: her ; and were even more anxious than the ~1een herfelf, to 
prevent her from ever mounting the throne of England, 

TI-IO' all England was acquainted with the detection of Babington's confpiracy,' 
every avenue to the ~een of Scots was fo ftritl:ly guarded, that !he rema1ined in 
utter ignorance of the whole matter; and it was a great furprize to her, when Sir· 
Thomas Gorges, by Elizabeth's orders, informed her, that all her accomplices 
were difcovered and arrefred. He chofe the time for giving her this intelligence, 
when fhe was mounted on horfeback to go a hunting; and fhe was not permitted 
to return to her former place of abode, but was conduCted from one gentleman's 
houfe to another, till fue was lodged in Fotheringay call:le in the county of 
Northampton, which it was, determined to make the lall: ftage of her trial and 
fufferings. Her two fecr'etaries, N au, a Frenchman, and Curle, a Scot, were 
immediately arrefted : All her papers were feized, and fent up to the council : 
Above fixty different keys to cyphers were difcovered : There were alfo found 
many letters from pei-fons beyond fea; and feveral too from En;jli111 noblemen, 
containing expreffions of refpect and attachment. The ~een took no notice of 
this !aft difcovery; but the perfons themfelves, knowing their correfpondence to. 

be detected, thought that they had no other method of m,~king atonement for 
their imprudence, than declaring themfdves thenceforth the molt in~eterate ene
mies to the 0~1een of S(ots *. 

I r was rcJolved lO try Mary, not by the common fiatutes of treafon,. but by Refolution to 
the act which had paffc:d the former year, with a view to this very event; and the try t 1~ Q~cm 
n. · c I n. · d ·m fifr f • · 1 of Scots~ ~1ee11, m terms 01 t 1at au, appOinte a comm1 1011, con 1 mg o · 10rty nobJf-
men and privy-counfellors, and empowered them to examine and pafs fentence en 

!" Camden, p, 5 t8, 
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Chap. V. Mary, whom !he denominated the late ~een of Scots, and heir to James the 
1586• fifth of Scotland. The commiffioners came to Fotheringay <;afi:le, and fent to 

her Sir \Valter Mildmay, Sir Amias Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered 
her a letter from Eiizabeth, ir.1forrning her of the commiffion, and of the ap
proaching trial. Mary received the intelligence without ar~y emotion or afl:o
ni!hment. She faid, however, that it ftemed firange to her, that the Queen 
1hould command her, as a fubjeCl:, to fubmit to a trial and examination before 
fubjects: That !he was an abfolute independant princefs, and would yield to no
thing which might derogate either from her royal majefiy, from the ftate of fo
vereign princes, or from the dignity and rank of her fon : That, however op
preffed by misfortunes and cala:mities, her fpirits were not yet fo much broke, as 
her enemies flattered .themf.elves; nor would !he, on any account, be acceffary to 
her own degradation and di!honour: That lhe was ignorant of the laws and fta
tutes of England; was utt:rly defi:itute of council; and could not conceive who 
were intitled to be called her peers, or could legally fit as judges on her trial: 
That tho' !he had Jived in England for many years, 1he had lived in captivity ; 
and not having received the protection of the laws, !he could not, merely by her 
involuntary refidence in the country, be fuppofed to have fubjeCled herfelf to the.ir 
jurifditl:ion and authority: That notwithfi:anding the fuperiority of her rank, 1he 
was willing to give an account of her conduCt before an Engli(b Parliament; but 
could not view thefe commiffioners in any other light, than as men appointed to 
juftify, by fome colour of legal proceeding, her condemnation and execution: 
And that lhe warned them to look t6 their confcience and their character, in try
ing an innocent perfon; and to reflect, that thefe tranfaCl:ions would fomewhere 
be fubjeet to revifion, and that the theatre of the whole world was much wider 
than the kingdo[J'} of England. 

Th 
·r. IN return, the commiflioners fent a new deputation~ informing her, that her 

e comm1- . . . . . 
flonersprevail plea, either from her royal d1gmty or from her 1mpnfonment, could not be ad-
o~ her tofub· mitted; and that they were empowered to proceed againft her, even tho' 1be 
mit to the . 
trid. 1hould refufe to appear before them. Burle1gh, the .treafurer, and Bromley, the 

chancellor, employed much reafoning to make her fubmit to the trial ; but the 
perfon whofe arguments had the chief influence, was Sir Chr.ifi:opher Hatton, 
vice-chamberlain. His fpeech was to this purpofe. " You are accufed, Ma_ 
" dam," faid he, " but .not condemned, of l1aving confpired the defi:ruClion of 
" our Lady and ~een anointed. You fay, you are a ~een: But, in fuch a 
" crime as this, and fucb a fituation as yours, the royal dignity itfelf, neither by 
" the civil nor canon law, nor by the law of nature or of nations, is exempt 
'' from judgment. If you be innocent, you wrong your reput~tion in avoiding 

" a trial •. 
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n a trial. We have been prefent at your protefrations of innocence ; but ~een Chap. v. 
'" E!izabeth thinks otherwife; and is heartily forry for the appearances which 1

5
86

· 

" lie againfr you. To examine, therefore, your caufe, fhe has appointed com-
'' miffioners, honourable perfons, prudent and upright men, who are ready to 
'(, hear you with equity, and even with favour, and will rejoice if you can clear 
" yourfelf of the imputations which have been thrown upon you. Believe me, 
" Madam, the ~een herfdf will rejoice, who affirmed to me at my departure,. 
'-' that nothing which ever befel her, had given her fo much uneaficefs, as that 
cc you fhould be fufpeeted of a concurrence in thefe criminal enterprizes. Lay-
" ing afide, therefore, the fruitlefs claim of privilege from your royal dignity, 
'' which can now avail you nothing, tru.ft to. the better defence of your innocence, 
"' make it appear in an open trial, and leave not upon your memory that fl:ain of 
" infamy which mull: attend your obftinate filence on this occafion *." 

BY this artful fpeech, Mary was perfuaded to appear before the court; and 
thereby gave an appearance of legal procedure to the trial, and prevented thole 
difficulties, which the commiffioners muft have fallen into, had !he perfevered in 
maintaining fo fpecious- a plea as that of her fovereign and independant character; 
Her conduct in this particular muft be regarded as the more imprudent, becaufe 
formerly, when Elizabeth's commiffioners pretended not to exercile any jurifdiction 
over her, and only entered into her caufe by her own conlent and approbation, 
ibe declined juil:ifying herfelf, when her honour, which ought to have been dearer 
to her than life, feemed ab!oknely to require ir. 

ON her firll: appearance before the commiffioners, Mary, either fenfible of The trial. 
her imprudence, or ftill unwillmg to degrade htrfelf by fubmitting to a trial, 
renewed her proteftation again!t the amhoriry of her judges: The chancellor 
anfwered her, by pleading the fupreme authority of the Englifh laws over every 
one who reuded in England: And the commiffioners accommodated matters, by 
oroering both her protefration and his anfwer to be recorded. 

THE lawyers of the crown then opened the charge againft the ~een of Scots· 
They proved, by intercepted letters, that ihe had allowed cardinal Allen and 
others to treat her as ~een of EBgland ; and that !he had kept a correfpon
dence with lord Paget and Charles Paget, in a view of engaging the Spaniards 
to invade the kingdom. Mary feemed not anxious to clear herfelf from either of 
thefe imputations. She only faid, that lhe could not hinder others from uung 
what ftyle they pleafed in writing to her;.. and that it was lawful for her to. 
try ever-y expedient for. the recovery of her liberty •. 

• Camden, p. SZJ•· 
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AN intercepted letter of her's to Mendoza was next produced; in which fhe pro
mifed to transfer to Philip her right to the kingdom of England, if her fan 1bould 
refufe to be converted to the catholic faith ; an event, fhe faid, of which there 
was no expetl:ation, while he remained in the hands of his Scots fubject:s *. Even 
this part of the charge, fhe took no pains to deny, or rather fhe feemed t~ ac
knowledge it. She faid, that fhe had no kingdoms· to difpofe ·of; yet was it law
ful for her to give at her pleafure what was her own, and fhe~ was not accountable 
to any for her a6l:ions. She add-ed, that £he had formerly rejeCted that propofal 
from Spain, but now, fince all her hopes in England were gone, fhe was fully de
termined not to refufe foreign amfrance. There was alfo produced evidence to 
prove, that Allen and Parfons were at that very time negotiating by her orders in 
Rome the conditions of transferring her Englifh crown to the King of Spain, and 
.of difinheriting her heretical fan t. · 

IT is remarkable, that Mary's prejudices againfr her fon were, at this time, 
carried fo far, that fhe had even entered into a confpiracy againfr him, had ap
pointep lord Claude Hamilton regent ·of Scotland, and had inftigated her adhe- · 
rents to feize James's perfon and deliver him into the hands of the pope or the· 
King of Spain; whence he was never to be deliv~red but on the condition of his 
becoming catholic :j:. · 

THE 

* State Trials, val. i. p. I 3 8. 

t Camden, p. sz )· This evidence was that of Curle, her fecretary, whom fhe· allowed to. be a 
very honeft man; and who, as well as Nau, had given proofs of his integrity, by keeping fo Jon"' 
fuch important ftcrets, from whofe difcove;ry he could have reaped the greatefl: profit. Mary, aft;; 
all., thought that fhe ha:d fo little reafon to complain of Curle's evidence, that lhe took care to have 

him paid a confiderable fum by her tcfl:ament, which fhe wrote the day before her death. Goodall, 
:wol: i. p. 4 · 3· Neither did !he forget Nau, tho' lefs fatisfied with his condufr. Id. ibid. 

t The detail of this confpiracy is to be found in a letter of the QQeen of Scots to Charles Paget, 
her great confident. This letter is dated the zoth of May I 5 86; and is contained in Dr. Forbes's ina

nufcript colleCl.ions, at prefent in the poCd1ion of lord Royfton, It is a copy attelled by Curle, Mary's 
fecretary, and inJr:;rfed ·by lord SLJr!ei:;h. 'v\'hat pmves its authenticity beyond quel1ion is, that we 

find in Murden's Collcftion, p. 5 r 6. that Mary a2cually wrote that \'cry clay a letter t:l Charles Paget: 
.And farther, ihe mentions, in the manufcript letter, a letter of Charles Paget's of the loth of April: 
Now we find by Murden, p. 5c6. th:lt Charles Paget did afrually write her a letter of that date. 

This violen{:e of fpirit is very confifrent with fv1ary's charatter. Her maternal affection was too weak, 
1:0 oppofe the gratification of herpaffions, particularly her pride, her ambition, and her bigotry. Her 
(on, having made fome fruitlefs attempts tO awJCiate her Wiih him in the title, and having fou.nd this 

fcheme impraClkable, on account of the prejud,ices of his proteftant fubjelfts, at-laft de!ifted from that 
defign, and entered into t~n alliance with England, withr_ u.t comprehending his mother. She was in 

fuch 
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1'HE only part of the charge, which l\1ary pofitivcly denied, was her concur

rence in the defign of affailinating ~een Elizabeth: This article indeed was the 
moft heavy, and the only one, which could fully juftify the Qyeen in proceeding 
to extremities againft her. In order to prove the accufation, there were pro
duced the following evidence: Copies taken in fecretary VValGngham's office of 
the intercepted letters between her and Babington, in which her approbation of 
the murder was clearly exprefied ; the evidence of her two fecretaries, Nau and 
Curle, who had fworn, without being put to any torture, that fhe both received 
thefe letters from Babingtqn, and that they had wrote the anf wers by her order ; 
the confeilion of Babington, that he had wrote the letters and received the an
fwers :j: ; and the confeilion of Ballard and Savage, that Babington had fhowed 
them thefe letters of Mary, wrote in the cypher, which had been fettled between 
them. -

IT is evident, that this feeming complication of evidence refolves itfelf finally 
into the teftimony of the two fecretaries, who alone were acquainted with their 
miftrefs's concurrence in Babington's confpiracy, and who knew themfelves ex
pofed to all the rigours of imprifonment, torture and death, if they refufed to 
give any evidence, which might be required of them. In the cafe of an ordi-

fuch a r3ge at this undutiful behaviour, as lhe imagined it, that lhe wrote to ~een Elizabeth, that 
lhe no longer cared what became of him or her in the world; the greateft fatisfaction lhe could have 
before her death was to fee him and all his adherents become a fignal example of tyranny, ingratitude 
and impiety, and undergo the vengeance ofGod for their wickednefs. She would find in Chrifien
dom other heirs, and doubted not to put her inheritance in fuch hands as would retain the firmdl: hold 
of it. She cared not, after taking this revenge, what became of her body: The quickeft death would 
then be the moft agreeable to her. And lhe affured her, that, if he perfevered, fhe would difown 
him for her fon, would give him her malediction, would difinherit him, as well of his prefent poffef
fions as of all he could expect by her; abandoning him not only to her fubjeCl:s to treat him as they 
had done her, but to all ftrangers to fubdue and conquer him. It was in vain to employ menaces 
againft her : The fear of death o; other misfortune would never induce her to make one ftep or pro .. 
JJounce one fyllable beyond what lhe had determined: She would rather perilh with honour, in main
taining the dignity, to which God had raifed her, than degrade herfelf by the leafl: pufillanimity, or 
act what was unworthy of her fiation and of her race. Murden, p. 566, 567. 

James faid to Courcelles, the French ambaffador, that he had feen a letter under her own hand, 
where lhe threatened to difinherit him, and faid that he might betake him to the lordfhip of Darnley: 
For that was all he had by his father. Courcelles' Letter, a MS. if Dr. Camp6el's. There is in Jebb, 
vol. ii. p. 573, a letter of hers, where fhe throws out the fame menace againft him. 

We find this fcheme of feizing the King of Scots, and delivering him into the hands of the pope or 
the King of Spain, propofed by Morgan to Mary. See Murden, p. SZS· 

:t: State Trialr, vol. i. p. 1 I 3· 

VoL. IV. Dd nary 
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nary criminal, this proof, with all its difadvantages, would be efreemed legal~. 
and even fatisfaCtory, if not oppofed by fome other circumfrances, which ihake 
the credit of the witneffes : But on the prefent trial, where the abfolute power 
of the profecutor concurred with fuch important interefrs and fuch a frrong incli
nation to have the princefs condemned; the tefrimony of two witneffes, even tho~" 
men of charaCter, ought to be fupported by very fl:rong circumrtances, in order 
to remove all fufpicion of tyranny and injufl:ice. The proof againft Mary, it 
muft be confeffed, is- not deftitute of this advantage ; and it is very difficult, if 
not impoffible, to account for Babington's receiving an anfwer, wrote in her 
name, and in the cypher concerted between them, without allowing, that the mat• 
ter had been communicated to that princefs. Such is the light in which this mat
ter appears, even after time has difcovered every thing, which could guide our judg• 
ment with regard to it : No wonder, therefore, that the ~een of Scots, unaffifl:ed · 
by council, and confounded by fo extraordinary a trial, found herfelf incapable of 
making a fatisfactory defence before the commiffioners. Her reply confifred chiefly 
in her own denial : Whatever force may be in that denial was much weakened; 
by her pofitively affirming, that fhe never had had any correfponclence of any 
kind with Babington; a faCt however, of which there remains not the leaili 
queftion *. She afferted, that as N au and Curle had taken an oath of fecrecy and 
fidelity to her, their evidence againft her ought not to be credited. She confeffed,. 
bDwever that Nau had been in the fervice of. her tmcle, the cardinal of Lorraine, 
and had been recommended to her by the King of France, as a man ifl whom 
:fhe might fafely confide. She alfo acknowleged Curle to be a very honefr man, 
but fimple, and eaflly impofed on by Nau. If thefe two men had received any 
letters, or had wrote any anfwers, without her knowlege; the imputation, fhe 
faid, could never lie on her. And ihe was the more inclined, ihe added, to enter.
tain th-is fufpickm againft them, becaufe Nau ·had, in other inftances, been guilty of a. 

• The volume. of State papers aolleCl:ed by Mr. Murden, prove beyond CQntroverfy that Mary 
was long in cloie correfpondence with Babington,_ p. p3, 516, 5 3z, 533· She entertained a like cor
refpondence with Ballard, Morgan, and Charles Paget, and laid a fcheme with them for an il'lfur• 
n(Lon, and for the invalion of England by Spain, p. sz8, 5 31. The fame papers !how, rhat there 
had been a difcontinuance of B'abington'o correfpondence, agreeable to Camden\ narration. See State 

Paper-s, p. 5 I 3, where Morgan re:ommends it to Q.:een Mary to renew the correfpondence \vith 
Babi:;gton. The former letrers, which paired 'between that OEeen and Babington, feem to have 

been defl:royed by: fome accident. Thefe circumftances prO\'e, that no weight can be laid on Mary's 

denial of guilt, and that h.er correfpondence with .Ba.billg-tcn contained particulars ·which could not 
be avowed. 

6 like 
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like temerity, and had ventured to tranfact bufinefs in her name, without com
municating the matter to her *. 

THE fole circumfrance of her defence, which to us may appear to have fome 
force, was her requiring that Nau and Curle ihould be confronted with her, and 

affirming 

"' There are three fuppofitions, by which the letter to Babington may be accounted for, without 
allowing Mary's concurrence in tl1e confpiracy for aifaffinating Elizabech. The firfl: is, that which lhe 
feems herfelf to have embraced, that her fecretaries had received Babington's letter, and had ventured 
of themfelves to anfwer it, without communicating the matter to her: But it is utterly improbable, 
that a princefs of that fenfe and fpirit would, in an affair of that importance, be fo treated by her fer
vants, who lived in the houfe with her, and who had every moment an opportunity of communicating 
the fecret to her. If the confpiracy failed, they mull: expect to fuffer the feverei'L punilhment from the 
court of England; if it fucceeded, the lightefl: punilhment, which they could hope for from their 
own mi!lrefs, mull: be difgrace, on account of their temerity. Not to mention, that Mary's concur
rence was in fome degree requifite for effectuating the defign of her efcape :. It was propofed to attack 
her guards, whi'e fhe was employed in hunting: She mufl: therefore concert the time and place with 
the confpirators. The fecond fuppofition is, that thefe two fecretaries were previou{ly tr;,itors; and 
lxing gained by Walfingham, had made fuch a reply' in their milhefs's cypher, as might involve her 
in the gu!lt of the confpiracy. But thefe two men had lived long with the Q!een of Scots, had been 
entirely tru!led by her, and had never fallen under fufpicion either with her or her partizans. Camde11 
tells us, that Curle afterwards daimed a reward from W alfingham <>n pretence of fame promife; but 
\-Valfingham told him, that he owed him no reward, and that he had made no difcoveries on his exa
mination, which were not known with certainty from other quarters. ·The third fuppofition is, that 
Heither the Q!:een nor the two fecretaries,. Nau and Curle, ever faw Babington's letter, or made any 
anfwer; but that Walfi•1gham, having decyphered the former, forged a reply. But this fuppofitiO!i 
implies the faHhood of the whole ftory, told by Camden, of Gifford's accefs to the Q!een of Scots's 
family, and Paulet's refufal to concur in allowing his fervants to be bribed, Not to mention, that as 
Nau's and Curle's evidence mu!l:, on this fuppofition, have been extorted by violence and terror, they 
would neceifarily have been engaged, for their own jufl:ification, to have told the truth afterwards; 
efpecially upon the acceilion of James. But Camden informs us, that Nau, even after that event, per
£fted Hill in his tellimony. 

We muft alfo confider, that the two lafl: fuppofitions imply fuch a monfl:rous criminal conduB: in 

Walfingham, and confeqllently in Elizabeth (for the matter could be no fecret to her) as exceeds all 
credibility. If we confider the fituation of things and the prejudices of the times, Mary's confent to 
Babington's confpiracy appears much more natural and probable. She believed Elizabeth to be an 
ufurper and a heretic: She regarded her as a perfonal and a violent enemy~ She knew that fchemes 
of a:ffailinating heret;cs were very familiar in that age, and generally approved of by the zealous ca
tholic~ : Her own liberty and fovereignty ~ere connected with the fucce{s of this enterprize: And 
it cannot appear fl:range, that where men of fo much merit as Babingt0n could be engaged, by 
bigotry alone, in fo criminal an enterprize, Mary, who wu actuated by the fame motive, joined to fo 
many others, fhould have given her confent to a fcheme projected by her friends. We may ·be ·previ

ouily certain, that, if fuch a fcheme was ever communicated to her, with any probab;lity offuccefs, 
1hc:. would afient to it: And it ferved the purpofe of W alfingham and the Engli!h minifhJ to facilitate 

D d z the 
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affirming that they never would to her face per fill i., their evidence. But that de
mand, however equitable, was not fupported by law in trials of high treafon, and 
was often refufed even in other trials where the crown was profecutor. The claufe, 
contained in an af.l: of the I 3th of the ~een, was a novelty ; that the fpecies of 
treafon there enumerated muft be proved by two witneffes, confronted with the 
criminal. But Mary was not tried upon that aCt; and the minifrers and crown 
lawyers of thi~ reign were always fure to refufe every indulgence beyond what the 
Hrict letter of the law and the fettled praCtice of the courts of ju[tice required 
of them. Not to mention, that thefe fecretar~es were not probably at Fotherin
gay during the time of the trial, and could not, upon Mary's demand, be pro
duced by the commiffioners t. 

THERE 

the communication of thefe fchemes, as foon as they had got an expedient for intercepting her anfwer, 
and detetling the confpiracy. Now Walfingham's knowlege of the matter is a fuppolition neceffary 
to account for the letter delivered to Babington. 

As to the not punilhing of Nall- and Curle by Elizabeth, it never is the praCl:ice to pu~iih Ieifer 
criminals, who had given evidence againft the principal. 

But what ought to induce us to reject thefe three fuppolitions, is, that they muft, all of them, be con
fidered as bare poffibilities: The partizans of Mary can give no reafon for preferring one to the other: 
Not the flighteft evidence ever appeared to fupport any one of them: Neither at that time, nor at any 
time after, was any reafon difcovereol, by the numerous zealots at home and abroad who had- embraced 
Mary's defence, to lead us to the belief of any of thefe three fuppofitions; and even her apologifts at 
prefent feem not to have fixed on any choice among thefe fuppofed poffibi!itief, The politive proof 

of two credible witnelfes, fupported by the othe!' very ftrong circumftances, ftiil remains unimpeached. 
Babington, who had an extreme intereft to have communication with the ~een of Scot~, believed he 
had found a means of correfpondence with her, and had received an anfwer from her : He, as well as 
the other confpirators, died in that belief: There has not occurred, fince that time, the leaft argument 
to prove they were miftaken: Can there be any reafon at prefent to doubt of the truth of thtir opinion? 
Camden, tho' a profeft apologift for Mary, is confirained to tell the ftory in fuch a manner as evidently 
fuppofes her guilt. Such was the impoffibility of finding any other confift~nt account, even by a man 
of parts, who was a contemporary! 

In this light might the quefiion have appeared even during Mary's trial. But what now puts her 
guilt beyond all controverfy is the following paffage of her letter to Thomas Morgan, dated the 27tl1 
of July I 5 86. " As to Babington, he hath both kindly and honeil:ly offered himfelf and all his 
" means to be employed any way I would. Whereupon I hope to have fatisfied him by two of my 
" feveralletters, fince I had his ; and the rather, for that I opened him the way, whereby I received 
" his with your aforefaid." Murden, p. 5 33. Babington confelfed, that he had offered her to af
faffinate the Q:een: It appears by this, that lhe had accepted the offer: So that all the fuppofitions of 
Walling ham's forgery, or her fecretary's temerity or treachery, fall to the ground. 

t Q<.:en Elizabeth was willing to have allowed Curle and Nau to be produced in the trial, and 

writes to that purpofe, to Burleigh and Walfingham, in her letter of the 7th of Otlober in Forbes's 

MS. co!Q 
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THERE palfed two incidents in this trial, which may be worth obferving, A Cl v 
~ 1ap. , 

Jetter between Mary and Babington was read, in which mention was made of the 1586. 

earl of Arundel and his brothers : On hearing their names ihe broke into a figh, 
" Alas," faid iht>, " what has that noble haute of the Howards-fuffered for my 
" fake!" She affirmed with regard to the fame letter, that it was eaty to forge 
the hand-writing and cypher of another; fhe was afraid, that this was too fa-
miliar a praCtice with Walfingham, who, !he alfo heard, had frequently practifed 
both againft her life and her fon's. Wa!fingham, who was one of the commif-
fioners, rofe up. He protefted, that in his private capacity, he had never acted 
any thing again(t the ·~een of Scots : In his public rapacity, he owned, that 
his concern for his fovereign's fafety had made him very diligent in fearching our, 
by every expedient, all defigns againft her facred perf on or her authority. For 
attaining that end, he would not only make ufe of the affiilance of Ballard or 
any other confpirator: He would alfo reward them for betraying their compa-
nions. But if he had tampered in any manner, unworthy of his charal'ter and 
office, why did none of the late criminals eilher at their trial or execution, ac.-
cufe him oi -fuch pracrices? Mary endeavoured to pacify him by faying that !he 
fpoke from information ; and ihe begged him, that he would thenceforth give 
no more credit to fuch as Oandered her, than fhe would to fuch as accufed him. 
The great character indeed, which Sir Francis Walfingham bears for probity and 
honour, !hould remove from him alt fufpicion of fuch bafe arts as forgery and 
fubornation ; arts, which even the moft corrupt minifters in the moft corrupt 
times would fcruple to employ. 

HAVING finifhed the trial, the commiffioners adjourned from Fotheringay, zsthOClober. 

and met in the Star-Chamber at London ; where, after taking the oaths of 
Mary's two fecretaries, who, voluntarily, without hope or reward, vouched the 
.authenticity of thofe letters before produced, they pronounced fentence of death 
upon the ~een of Scots, and confirmed it by their feals and fubfcriptions. The 
fame day, a declaration was publiihed by the com~iffioners and the judges, ~~fnt~\~~a~;. 
" that the fentence did no wife derogate from the title and honour of James, 
" King of Scotland ; but that he was in the fame place, degree, and right, as if 
" the fentence had never been pronounced*." 

THE ~een had now brought her affairs with Mary to that fituation, which 
fhe had long ardently defired; and had found a plaufible reafon for executing 
vengeance on a competitor, whom, from the beginning of her reign, ihe had 

MS. colletlions, She only fays, that !he thinks it needlefs, tho' !he was willing to agree to it. The 
not confronting the witneffes was not the refult of defign~ but the praCtice of t.he age. 

" Cam9en, p. 5 z6. 
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Chap V. ever equally dreaded and hated. But lhe was reftrained from gratifying infrantly 
1536

' her refentment, by feveral important confiderations. She forefaw the invidious 
colours in which this example of uncommon jurifdiction would be reprefented by 
the cumerous partizans of fv1ary, and the reproach, to which fhe herfelf might 

be tXJ:;o[ed with all foreign princes, perhaps with all pofrerity. The rights of 
hofpitality, of kindred, and cJ royal majefty, feemed in one fignal inftance to 
be all violated; and this facrifice of generofity to intereft, of clemency to re
venge, might appear tqually unbecoming a fovereign and a woman. Elizabeth, 
therefore, who was an excellent hypocrite, pretended the utmoft reluctance to 

proceed to the execution of the fentence, affected the moft tender fympathy with 
her prifoner, dilplayed all her fcruples and difficulties, rejected the folicitation of 
her courtiers and minifters~ and affirmed, thar, were fhe not moved by the deepe!1: 
. .concern for her peoples fafety, fl1e would not hefitate a moment in pardoning all 
the injuries, which the herfelf had .received from the ~een of Scots . 

.-z:gthOftober. THAT the voice of her people might be more audibly heard in the demand of 
juftice .upon l\1ary, fhe fummoned a new Parliament; and !he knew, both from 
the ufual difpoGtions of that affembly, and from the influence of h$r minifrers 
over them, that ib.e !hould not want the moil: earneft folicitation to confent 
to that meafure., which was fo agreeable to her fecret inclinations. She did not 
open this affernbly in perfon, but appointed for that purpofe three commiffioners, 
the chancellor Bromley, the treafurer Burleigh, and the earl of Derby. The 
reafon aili::;ned for this mealure, was, that the ~een, forefeeing that the affair of 
the Queen of Scots would be tried in Parliament, found her tendernefs and delicacy 
fo much hurt by that melancholy incident, that llie had not the courage to be pre
:fent whi 1e it was under deliberation, but withdrew her eyes from what fhe could 
.not behold without the mmoft reluctance and uneafinefs. She was alfo willing, 
1that by this unufual caution, the people thould fee the danger, to which her perfon 
was hourly expofed; and fh.ould thence be more ftrongly incited to take vengeance 
.on the criminal, whole reftlefs intrigues and bloody conlpiracies had fo long ex
,pofed h:~r to the moft imminent perils*· 

THE Parli,rment an1wered the QEeen's ~xpectations: The fentence againf'c 
Mary was ur.animouOy ratified by both houfes; and an application was agreed 
.on to obtain Elizab~th's confent to its publication and execution t. She gave 

,them an anlwer ambiguous, embarraffed; full of real artifice, a:1d Ieeming irre
Jolution. She mentioned the extreme danger to which her life was continually 
,upofed; fhe declared her willingnels to die, did the not forefee the areat cala-, 0 

t I ' "l -OL .• P· 379· 
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mtt1es, which would thence fall upon the nation; fhe made profeffions of the 
greateft tendernefs to her peop'e; fhe difplayed the clemency of her temper, and 
exprelfed her violent reluCtance to proceed to extremities againft her unhappy 
kin! woman; fhe affirmed, that the late law, by which that princefs was tried, fo 
far from being made to enfnare her, was only intended to give her warning be
forehand, not to engage in fuch attempts, as might expofe her to the penalties,. 

with which fhe was thus openly menaced; and fne begged them to think once 
again, whether it was poffible to find· any other expedient befides the death of the 
~een of Scots for fecuring the public tranquillity *. The Parliament, in obe
dience to her commands, took the affair again under confideration; but could find 
no other poffiblt expedient. They reiterated their folicirations and entreaties and 
arguments~ They even remonfl:rated, that mercy to the ~een of Scots was
cruelty to them, her fubjeB:s and children : And they affirmed, that it were injuf~ 
tice to deny execution of the iaw to any individual ; . much more, to the whole bo
dy of the people, now unanimoufly and earneftly fuing for this pledge of her paren
tal care and tendernefs. Thi-s fecond addrefs fet the pretended doubts and fcruples 
of Elizabeth anew in agitation: She complained of her own unfortunate fitua
tion ; expreffed her uneafinefs from their importunity ; renewed the profellions of 
affeCtion to her people; and difmilfed the committee of Parliament in an uncer-
tainty, what, after all this deliberation, might be her final refolution t .. 

BuT 
•· D'Ewes, p. 402; 403; 

t This Parliament granted the Q::een a fupply of a fubfidy and two -fifteenths. They ad
journed, and met again after the execution of the ~een of Scots; when there paired fo.me remark
able incidents, which it may be proper not to omit. We !hall give them in the words of Sir Simon. 
D'Ewes, p. 4to, 411, which are almoft wholly tranfcribed from Townfend's Journal. On Monday. 
the 27th of February, Mr. Cope, firfl: ufing fome fpeeches touching the neceffity of a le:uned minifiry_ 
and the amendment of things amifs in the ecclefial.l:ical eil:ate, offered to the houle a bill and a book 
written; the bill containing a petition, that it might be enaCl:ed, that all laws n.ow in force touching . 
ecclefia!1:ical government f'hould be void: And that it might be enacted that that book of common 
prayer now offered, and none other might be received into the church to be ufed. The b0ok con
tained the form of prayer and admini!1:ration of the facraments,. wich divers rites and ceremonies to be 
uied in the church;. and he defired that the bcok might-be read. Whereupon Mr. Speaker in effect u:ed 
this fpeech: For that her maje!1:y before this time had commanded the houfe not to medd1e with this. 
matter, ;;nd that her majefiy had promifed to take order in thofe caufes, he doubted not but to the 
good fa daction of all her people, he defired that it would pleafe them to {pare the reading of it. 

Notlvi,,Jibnding, the houfe defired th~ reading of it. Whereupon Mr. Speaker defired the cle1k to 
read. And the court being re1dy to read it, Mr. Dalton made a motiDn againft the reading of it; fay
irig, that it was not meet to be read, and it did appoint a_ new form of aJr.1iniftr"t;on of the facra
ments and ceremonies of the church, to the di{credit of the book of comrrs:-~ prayer and of the whole 
fra.te; .and thouzht that this dealing would brir;g her majefty 's iodignalion againil: the houfe, thus to 

e_nterprize this dealing with thofe things which her majefiy e!ptdally had taken into her own charge 

::lflQ' 
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BuT tho, the ~een affected reluctance to execute the fentence againft Mary, 
fhe complied with the Parliament's reque!l:: to publilh it; and the proclamation 

feemed 

and direction. Whereupon Mr. Lewkenor fpake, £hewing the necellity of preaching and of a learned 
miniil:ry, and tho~ght it very fit that the petition and bo:Jk fhould be read. To this purpofe fpake 
Mr. Hurlefton and Mr. Bainbrigg; and, fo the time being pafi'ed, the houfe broke up, and the petition 
nor book read. This done, her Majeil:y fent to Mr. Speaker, as well for th~ petition and book, as 
for that other petition and book for the like effeCT:, that was delivered the Jail: feffion of Parliament, 
which Mr. Speaker fent to her majefiy. On Tuefday the 28th of February, her Majefty fent for Mr. 
Speaker, by occafion whereof the houfe did not fit. On Wednefday the firil: day of March, Mr. Went
worth de:ivered to Mr. Speaker certain articles, which contained quefl.ions touching the liberties of the 
houfe, and to fome of which he wa1 to anfwer, and defired they might be read. Mr. Speaker deiired 
him to fpare his motion, until her Majefty's pleafure was farther known touching the pe·:ition and 
book la.tely delivered into the houfe; but Mr. Wentworth would not be fo fatisfied, but required his 
articles might be read. Mr. Wentworth introduced his queries by lamenting, that he as well a1 many 
others were deterred from fpeaking by their want of know lege and experience in the l1berties of the 
houfe; and the queries were as follows : Whether this council were not a place for any member of the 
fame here a!Tembled, freely and without controulment of any perfon or danger of laws, by bill or 
fpeech to utter any of the grief, of this commonwealth whatfoever touching the fervice of God, the 
fafety of the prince and this noble realm? Whether that great honour may be done unto God, and 
benefit and fervice unto the prince and il:ate, without free fpeech in this council that may be done 
with it? Whether there be any council which can make, add, or diminifh from the laws of the realm 
but only this council of Parliament? Whether it be not againft the orders of this council to make any 
fecret or matter of weight, which is here in hand known to the prince or any other, concerning the 
high fervice of God, prince or fl:ate, without the confent of the houfe? Whether the fpeaker or 
any other may interrupt any member of this council in his fpeech ufed in this houfe tending to any of 
the forenamed fervices? Whether the fpeaker may rife when he will, any matter being propounded, 
without confent of the houfe or not? Whether the fpeaker may over rule the houfe in any matter or 
caufe there in quefiion, or whether he is to be ruled or over-ruled in any matter or not? Whether 
the prince and fl:ate can continue, and il:and, and be maii?tained without this council of Parliament, not 
altering the government of the ft.c1te 1 At the end of thefe queftions, fays Sir Simon D'Ewes, I found 
fet down this fhort note or memorial enfuing: By which it may be perceived, both what ferjeant Puc
kering, the fpeaker, did with the faid queftions after he had received them, and what became alfo of 
this bufinefs, viz. " Thefe queftions Mr. Puckering pocketed up and £hewed Sir Thomas Heneage, 
'' who fo handled the matter, that Mr. Wentworth went to the Tower, and the queftions not at all 
" moved. Mr. Buckler of Effex herein brake his faith in forfaking the matter, &c. and no more was 
" done." After fetting down, continues Sir Simon D'Ewes, the faid bufinefs of Mr. Wentworth in 
the original journal book, there follows only this fhort conclufion of the day itfelf, viz. "This day, 
" Mr. Speaker being fent for to the ~een's majefty, the houfedeparted." On Thurfday, the fecond of 
March, Mr. Cope, Mr. Lewkenor, Mr. Hurlfton, and Mr. Bainbrigg were fent for to my lord-chan
cellor and by divers of the privy council, and from thence were fent to the Tower. On Saturday, the 
fourth day of March, Sir John Higham made a motion to this houfe, for that divers good and nece1fary 
members thereof were taken from them, that it would pleafe them to be humble petitioners to her 
rna jelly for the reftitution of them again to the houfe. To which fpeeches Mr. Vice-chamberlain an
fwered~ that if the gentlemen were committed for matter within the compafs of the privilge of this 

houfe, 
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feemed to be attended with the unanimous and hearty rejoicings of the people. 
The lord Buckhurft, and Beale, clerk to the council, were fent to the ~een of 
Scots, and notified to her the fentence pronounced againfr her, its ratification by 
Parliament, and the earneft applications made for its execution by that aJJemb!y, 
who thought, that their religion could never, while the was alive, attain a full 
fettlement and fecurity. Mary was nowife difmayed at this intelligence: On the 
contrary, ihe joyfully laid hold of the laft circumftance mentioned to her; and 
infiO:ed, that fince her death was demanded by the proteftants for the eftabli!h
ment of their faith, ihe was realiy a martyr to her religion, and was entitled to 
all the merits attending that glorious charaCter. She added, that the Engliih 
}}ad often embrued their hands in the blood of their fovereigns: No wonder, 
they exercifed cruelty towards her, who derived their defcent from thefe monarchs*. 
Paulet, her keeper, received orders to take down her canopy, and to ferve her 
no longer with that refpeft, due to fovereign princes. He told her, that ihe 
was now to be confidered as a dead perfon; and incapable of any dignity t. This 
infult ihe received without any feeming emotion. She only replied, that the re
ceived her royal character from the hands of the Almighty, and no earthly power 
was ever able to bereave her of it. 

THE ~een of Scots wrote her !aft letter to Elizabeth ; full of dignity, with
out departing from that fpirit of meeknefs and of charity, which appeared fuit
.able to this concluding fcene of her unfortunate life. She preferred no petition 

houfe, then there might be a petition; but if not, then we fhould give occafion to her majefly's far
ther difpleafure: And therefore advifed to ftay until they heard more, which could not be long: And 
farther, he faid touching the book and the petition, her majefty had for divers good caufes, be!l:known 
to herfelf, thought fit to fupprefs the fame, without any farther examination thereof; and yet thought 
it very unfit for her majefiy to give any account of her doings.-But whatfoever Mr. Vice-chamber

lain pretended, it is moft probable thefe members were committed for intermeddling with matters 
touching the church, which her majefiy had often inhibited, and which had caufed fo much difputa
tion and fo many meetings between the two houfes the laft Parliament." 

This is all we find of the matter in Sir Sima~ D'Ewes and Townfend; and it appears that thofe 
members, who had been committed, were detained in cuftody till the ~een thought fit to releafe them. 
Thefe q ueftions of Mr. Wentworth are curious; becaufe they contain the firft faint dawnings of the 
prefent Engli!h conftitution; tho' fuddenly eclipfed by the arbitrary government of Eliz'\beth. Went· 
worth was indeed, by his puritanifm, as well as his love of liberty (for thefe two charatl:ers, of fuch 
unequal merit, arofe and advanced together) the true forerunner of the Hambdens, the Pyms, and the 
Hollifes, who, in the next age, with lefs courage, becaufe with lefs danger, rendered their principles 
fo triumphant. I !hall only aik, whether it be not fufficiently clear from all thefe tranfaClions, that in 
the two fucceeding reigns it was the people who encroached on the fovereign; not the fovereig11, 
\\ ho attempted, as is pretended, to ufurp upon the people? 

* Camden, p. sz8. t Jebb, vol. ii. p. 293. 
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for averting the fatal fentence: On the contrary, fhe expreffed her gratitude to 
heaven for thus bringing to a fpeedy period her fad and lamentable pilgrimage. 
She requefted fome favours of Elizabeth, and entreated her, that fhe might be 
beholden for them to her own goodnefs alone, without making applications to 
thofe minifters, who had difcovered fuch an extreme antipathy to her perfon 
and her religion. She defired, that, after her enemies fhould be fatiated with 
her innocent blood, her body, which it was determined, fhould never enjoy 
reft, while her foul was united to it, might be configned to her fervants, and be 
conveyed by them into France, there to repofe in a catholic land, with the fa
cred relicts of her mother. In Scotland, fhe faid, the fepulchres of her anceftors 
were violated, and the churches either demolifhed or profaned ; and in England, 
where fhe might be interred among the antient kings, her own and Elizabeth's 
progenitors, ihe could entertain no hopes of being accompanied to the grave with 
thofe rites and ceremonies, which her religion required. She defired that no 
one might have the power of inflicting a private death upon her, without Eliza
beth's knowledge; but that her execution fhould be public, and attended by 
her antient fervants, who might bear teftimony of her perfeverance in the faith, 
and of her fubmiffion to the will of heaven. She begged, that thefe fervants 
might afterwards be allowed to depart whither they pleafed, and might enjoy 
thofe legacies which fhe flvmld bequeath them. And fhe conjured her to grant 
thefe favours, by their near kindred, by the foul and memory of Henry the fe
venth, the common anceftor of both, and by the royal dignity of which they equally 
participated *. Elizabeth made no anfwer to this letter; being unwilling to give 
Mary a refufal in her prefent fituation, and farefeeing inconveniencies from grant· 
ing fome of her requefts. 

WHILE the ~een of Scots thus prepared herfelf to meet her fate, great 
efforts were made by foreign powers with Elizabeth to prevent the execution of 
the fentence, pronounced againft her. Befides employing L' Aubefpine, the 
French refident at London, a man devoted to the houfe of Guife, Henry fent 
over Bellievre, with a profeifed intention of interceding for the life of Mary. 
The duke of Guife and the league, at that time, threatened very nearly the 
King's authority ; and Elizabeth knew, that, tho' that monarch mi3ht, from 
decency and policy, think himfdf ohliged to interpofe publicly in behalf of the 
~een of Scots, he could not fecretly be much difpleafed with the death of a 
princefs, on whore fortune and elevation his mortal enemies had always founded 
fo. many daring and ambitious projects t. It is even pretended, that Bellievre 

"' Camden, p. 529· Jebb1 vol. ii. p. 295. t Ibid. P· 494· 
had 
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had orders, after making public and vehement remonfirances againft the execu- Ch ap. V. 
tion of Mary, to exhort privately the ~een, in his mafier's name, not to defer 1586. 

an aCt of juftice, fo neceffary for their common interefl:s *. But whether the 
French King's interceffion was fincere or not, it had no weight with the ~een; 
and ihe ftill per!Hled in her former refolution. 

THE interpofition of the young King of Scots, tho' it was not able to change Interpofition 

Elizabeth's determination, feemed, on every account, to merit more attention. ofKingJames. 

So foon as James heard of the trial and condemnation of his mother, he fent 
Sir William Keith, gentleman of.his bed-chamber, to London; and wrote a let-
ter to the ~een, in which he remonftrated, in very fevere terms, againft the in-
dignity of the procedure. He faid, that he was aftonifhed to hear of the prefump-
tion of Englifh noblemen and councellors, who had dared to fit in judgment 
and pafs fentence upon a ~een of Scotland, defcended from the royal blood of 
England; but was frill mpre aftonifhed to hear, that thoughts were ferioufly 
entertained of putting that fentence in execution : That he entreated Eliza-
beth to refl.eB: on the dilhonour, which fhe would draw on her name, by em-
bruing her hands in the blood of her near kinfwoman, a perfon of the fame roy-
al dignity and of the fame fex with herfelf: That in this unparalleied attempt, 
fhe offered an affront to all diadems, and even to her own ; and by reducing fo-
vereigns to a level with other men, taught the people to negleB: all duty towards 
thofe whom Providence had appointed to rule over them : That for his part, he 
muft efteem the injury and infult fo enormous, as to be incapable of all attone-
ment; nor was it poffible for him thenceforth to remain on any terms of corref-
pondence with a perfon, who, without any pretence of legal authority, had de-
liberately inflicted an ignominious death upon his parent : And that even if the 
fentiments of nature and duty did not infpire him with this purpofe of ven-
geance, his own honour required it of him ; nor could he ever acquit himfelf in 
the eyes of the world, if he did not ufe every effort, and endure every hazard 
to revenge fo great an indignity t. Soon after, James fent the mail:er of Gray 
and Sir Robert Melvil to enforce the remonftrances of Keith ; and to employ 
with the Q!;1een every expedient of argument and menaces. Elizabeth was at firft 
offended with the fharpnefs of thefe applications ; and fhe replied in a like ftrain 
to the Scots ambaffadors. When fhe afterwards reSetl:ed, that this earneftnefs 
was no more than what duty required of James, fhe was pacified; but retained 
flill her refolution of proceeding to extremities againfc Mary :j:. It is believed, 
that the mafl:er of Gray, gained by the enemies of that princefs, gave fecretly 
his advice not to fpare her, and undertook, in all events, to pacify his mafl:er. 

• Du Mauricr. t Spotfwood, p. 351. t Ibid. p. 353• 
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Ch~p. v. The ~een alfo, from many circumfl:ances, was induced to pay fmall attentio!B! 
xs86. to the applications of James, and to difregard all the efforts, which he could em

ploy in behalf of his mother. She was well acquainted with his character and 
interefl:s, the factions which prevailed among his people, and the inveterate 
h:ttred, which the ze1lous protefl:ants'" particularly the preachers, bore to the 
~1een of Scots. The prefent incidents put thefe difpofitions of the clergy in a 
full light. James, obferving the fixed purpofe of Elizabeth, ordered prayers to be 
offered up for his mother in all the churches; and knowing the captious humour of 
the ecclefi.afl:ics, he took care that the form of the petition lhould be mofl: cau .. 
tious, as well as humane and charitable : " That it might pleafe God to illumi
" nate Mary with the light of his truth, and fave her from the apparent danger 
" with which !he was threatened." But excepting the King's own chaplains, and 

one clergyman more, all the preachers refufed to pollute their churches by pray~ 
ers for a papift, and would not fo much as prefer a petition for her converfion. 
James, unwilling or unable to punifh this difobedience, and Clefirous of giving 
the preachers an opportunity of amending their fault, appointed a new day when 
prayers fhould be fa'1d for his mother ; and that he might at leafl: ffcure himfelf 
from any infult in his own prefence, he defired the archbiihop of St. Andrews to 
preach before him. In order to difappoint this purpofe, the clergy infl:igated 
one Couper, a young man, who had not yet received holy orders, to take pof
feffion of the pulpit early in the morning, and to exclude the prelate. When 
the King came to church, and faw the pulpit occupied by Couper-, he cal
led to him from his feat, and told him, that the place was deftined for another ; 
yet fince he was there, if he would obey the charge given, and remember the 
Q8een in his prayers, he might proceed to divine fervice. The preacher replied, 
that he would do as the fpirit of God ihould direct him. This anfwer fuffi
ciently infl:ruB:ed James in his purpofe ; and he commanded him to leave the 
pulpit : As Couper feemed not difpofed to obey, the captain of the guard went 
to pull him from his place; upon which the young man cried alDud, that this. 
day would be a witnefs againft the King in the great day of the Lord; and he 
denounced a woe upon the inhabitants of Edinburgh for permitting him to be: 
treated in that manner *. The audience at firfl: appeared defirous to take part 
with him; but the fermon of the prelate brought them over to a more dutiful. 
and more humane difpofition. 

ELIZABETH, when folicited, either by James or by foreign princes, to pardon 
the Q8een of Scots, feemed always determined to proceed to extremities againft 
her : B.ut when her miniil.ers urged her to interpofe no more delays in the execu-:-

'! Spotfwood, p •. 35+ 
8 tion; 
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tion, her fcruples and her hefitation returned; her humanity could not allow her Chap. v. 
to embrace fuch violent and fanguinary meafures; and fhe was touched with com- I 586. 

paffion for the misfortunes, and with refpect for the dignity of the unhappy pri-
foner. The courtiers, fenfible that they could do nothing more acceptable ro. 
her, than to employ perfuafion on this head, failed not to enforce every motive 
for the punifhment of Mary, and to combat ·all the objections urged ag'"infl: 
that act of jufl:ice. They faid, that the treatment of that princefs in England Reafons far 

had been, on her firil reception, fuch as found reafon and policy required; and thfe execu~ion 
d b . . I f . fh r o Mary. 

if he had been governe y pnnc1p es o eqmty, e would not have reiUfed wil-
lingly to acquiefce in it ~ That the obvious inconveniencies, either of allowing 
her to retire into France, or of refl:oring her by force to her throne, in oppo
fition to the proteilants, and the Englifh party in Scotland, had obliged the ~een 
to detain her in England, till time fhould offer fome opportunity of ferving her,. 
without danger to the kingdom, or to the proteftant religion : That her ufage there 
had been fuch as became her rank; her own fervants, in confiderable numbers,. 
had been permitted to attend her; exercife had been allowed her for her health, 
and all accefs of company for amufement; and thefe indulgencies would, in time~ 
have been carried farther, if by her fubfequent conduct fhe had appeared worthy 
of them: That after the had iniligated the rebellion of Northumberland, the 
confpiracy of Norfolk, the bull of excommunication of pope Pius, an invafion 
from Flanders; after fhe had feduced the ~een's friends, and incited every ene
my, foreign or domeil:ic, againft her ; it became neceifary to treat her as a moft 
dangerous rival, and to render her confinement more fl:rict and rigorous: That 
the ~1een, notwithftanding thefe repeated provocations,. bad,. in her favour, re
jected the importunity of her Parliaments, and the advice of her fageft mini
fters *; and was ftill, in hopes of her amendment,. determined to delay coming / 
to the lail extremity againft her: That Mary, even in this forlorn condition, 
retained fo high and unconquerable a fpirit, that fhe acted as competitor to the 
crown, and allowed her partizans every where, and in their very letters, addref
fed to herfelf, to treat her as ~een of England : That fhe had carried her animo
fity fo far as to encourage the atrocious defign of a!faffinating the ~een ; and 
this crime was unqueftionably proved upon her, by her own letters, by the eyi
dence of her fecretaries, and by the dying confeffion of her accomplices : That fhe 
was but a titular ~een, and at prefent poifeifed no where any right of fove
reignty ; much lefs in England, where every one was fubject to the laws, and to 
Elizabeth, the only true fovereign : That even allowing her to be ftill the 
~een's equal in rank and dignity, felf-defence was permitted by a law of nature, 

* Digges, p. z76. Strype, vol. ii. p. 48, 13 5• I 36, 139; 
which 



Chap. V. 
1586'. 

214- H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

which could never be ·abrogated; and every one, frill more a ~een, had fuffi
cient jurifdiB:ion over an enemy, who by open violence, and frill more, wl:o by 
fecret treachery, threatened the utmoft danger agai,Ji:t her life : That the general 
combination of the catholics to exterminate the ~rotdl:ants, was no long<~r a fe
cret; and as the fole refource of the latter perfecuted ftB: :ay in E!ivbeth, fo 
the chief hope which the former entertained of final fuccefs, confifl:ed in the per
fon, and in the title of the ~een of Scots :· That this very circumftance brought 
matters to extremity between thefe princdfes, and rendering -the life of the one 
the death of the other, pointed out to Elizabeth the path, which either regard to 
felf-prefervation, or to the happinefs of her people, lhould direCt her to follow: 
And that neceffity, more powerful than policy, thus demanded of the ~een, 
that refolution which equity would authorize, and which duty prefcribed *. 

WHEN Elizabeth thought that as many importunities had been ufed, and as 
much delay interpofed, as decency required, fhe at !aft determined to carry the 
fentence into execution: But even in this laft refolution lhe could not proceed 
without difplaying a new fcene of duplicity and artifice. In order to alarm the 
vulgar, rumours were previouO.y difperfed, that the Spanilh fleet was arrived in 
Milford Haven ; that the Scots had made an irruption into England ; that the 
duke of Guife was landed in Suffex with a ftrong army; that the ~een of Scots 
was efcaped from prifon, and had raifed an army ; that the northern counties 
had begun an infurreCtion ; that there was a new confpiracy on foot to affaffinate 
the ~een, and fet the city of London on fire; nay, that the ~een was aCtually 
affaffinated t. A criminal attempt of this nature was even imputed to L~ Aubef
pine, the French ambaffador; and that minifter was obliged to leave the king
dom. The OEeen, affeCting to be in great terror and perplexity, was obfcrved 
to fit much alone, penfive and filent, and fometimes to mutter to herfelf half fen
tences, importing the difficulty and diftrefs to which fhe was reduced :f:. She at 
]aft called Davifon, a man of parts, but eafy to be impofed on, and who had 
lately, for that very reafon, been made fecretary ; and lhe ordered him, to draw 
out fecretly a warrant for the execution of the ~een of Scots ; which, lhe after
wards faid, lhe intended to keep by her, in cafe any attempt lhould be made for 
the delivery of that princefs. She figned the warrant ; and then commanded Da .. 
vifon to carry it to the chancellor, in order to have the feal affixed to it. Next day 
fhe fent Killigrew to Davifon, enjoining him to forbear fome time executing her 
former orders ; and when Davifon came and told her, that the warrant had already 
paffed the feals, fhe feemed to be fomewhat moved, and blamed him for his preci
pitation. Davifon, being in fome perplexity, acquainted the council with this 

° Camden, p. S33· t Ibid. r Ibid. p. 534• 
whole 
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whole tranfaction; and they endeavoured to perfi1ade him to fend off Beale, clerk Chap. V. 
of the council, with the warrant: If the ~1een fhould be di( leafed, th:=y pro- 1586. 

mifed to jufi:ify his conduct, and to take on themfelves the whole blar,,e of rhis 
meafure [l. The fecretary, not perceiving their intention, complied with ti-Je ad-
vice; and the warrant was difpatched to the earls of Shrewfbury :1r>cl Kenr, and 
fome others, ordering them to fee the fentence ex·'CUted upon the ~~ten of Scots. 

THE two earls came to Fotheringay; and being introduced to Mary, inform-
7

th Februaryq 

ed her of their commiffion, and told her to prepare for death next morning at h 

eight o'clock. She feemed not terrified, tho' fomewhar furprized, with the in~ Jon: execu

telligence. She faid, with a chearful, and even a fmiling countenance, that fhe 
did not think the ~een, her fifl:er, would have confented to her death, or have 
executed the fentence againft a perfon who was not fubject to the laws and ju-
rifdicrion of England. " But as fuch is her will," faid lhe, " death, which 
" puts an end to all my miferies, !hall be to me moft welcome ; nor can I 
" efteem that foul worthy the felicities of heaven, which cannot fupport the body 
" under the horrors of the laft pa!fage to thefe blifsful manfions t." She then 
requefted the two noblemen, that they would permit fome of her fervants, and 
particularly her confeffor, to attend her: But they told her, that compliance with 
this I aft demand was contrary to their confcience *, and that Dr. Fletcher, dean 
of Peterborow, a man of great learning, :lhould be prefent, to inftruB: her in the 
principles of true religion. Her refufal to have any conference with this divi1.1e 
inflamed the earl of Kent's zeal; and he blu:1tly told her, that her death would 
be the life of their religion; as, on the contr;,ry, her life would have been the 
death of it. Mention being made of Babington, :the conftantly denied his con-
fpiracy to have been at all known to her; and the revenge of her wrong, fhe re-
figned into the hands of the A I mighty. 

WHEN the earls had lert her !he ordered fupper to be haftened, that fhe might 
have the more leifure to fin1fh the few affairs which remained to her in this world, 
and to prepare for her paffJge to another. h was neceffary for her, fhe faid, to 
take fome fufl:enance, le:ft a failure of her bodily fl:rength fhould deprefs her fpi
rits on the morrow, and left her behaviour ihould thereby betray a weaknefs un
worthy of herfelf:j:. She fupped fparingly, as her manner ufually was; and her 

11 It appears by fome le·ters publifhed by Strype, vol. iii. book ii. c. 1. that Elizabeth had not ex
pref51y communicated her intention to any of her minifters, nut evtn to Burltigh : They were luch ex
perienced courtiers, that they knew t.1c.:y could not gratify her more than by ferving her without 

waiting till fhe defired them. 
t Camden, p. 53+· }:bb, vol, ii. p. 301, MS. in the Advocate's library, p. 2. from the Cot~ 

Lib. Cal. c. 9· * Jebb, vol. ii. p. 3oz. t Ibid. p. 489. 
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wonted chearfulnefs did not even defert her on this occafion. She comforted her 
fervants under the affliction which overwhelmed them, and which was too power
ful for them to conceal from her. Turning to Bourgoin, her phyfician, :!he 
a:fked him, whether he did not remark the great and invincible force of truth. 
" They pretend," faid ihe, " that I mull: die, becaufe I confpired againfr the 
" OEeen's life: But the earl of Kent avowed, that there was no other caufe of 
" my death, but the apprehenfions, which, if I Ihould live, they entertain for 
" their religion. My conftancy in the faith is my real crime: The refr is only 
'' a colour, invented by interefl:ed and defigning men." Towards the end of 
fupper, ihe called in all her fervants, and drank to them : They pledged her, in 
order, on their knees ; and craved her pardon for any paft neglect of their duty : 
She deigned, in return, to a:fk their pardon for her offences towards them ; and 
a plentiful effufion of tears attended this lafl: folemn farewel, and exchange of 
mutual forgivenefs n. 

HER care of her fervants was the fole remaining affair which employed her 
concern in this world. She perufed her will, in which fhe had provided for them 
by legacies : She ordered the inventory of her goods, cloaths, and jewels to be 
brought her ; and ihe wrote down the names of thofe to whom 1he bequeathed 
each particular : To fome ihe difl:ributed money with her own hands ; and 
.fhe adapted the recompence to their different degrees of rank and merit. She 
wrote alfo letters of recommendation for her fervants to the French King, and to 
her coufin the duke of Guife, whom ihe made the chief executor of her tefta
ment. At her wonted time 1he went to bed, f1ept fame hours; and then riling, 
fpent the reO: of the night in prayer. Having forefeen the difficulty of exercifing 
the rites of her religion, ihe had had the precaution to obtain a confecrated hofte 
from the hands of pope Pius, and ihe had referved the u re of it for this ]aft pe
riod of her life. By this expedient ihe fupplied, as much as fhe could, the want 
of a prieft and confeffor, who was refufed her t. 

TowARDS the morning :!he dreffed herfelf in a rich habit of filk and vel ver, 
the only one which !he had referved to herfelf. She told her maids, that f11e would 
willingly have left them this drefs rather than the plain garb which ihe wore the 
day before: But it was neceffary for her to appear at the enfuing folemnity in a 
decent habit. 

THOMAS Andrews, iheriff of the county, entered the room, and informed 
her, that the hour was come, and that he muft attend her to the place of execu
tion. She replied, that !he was ready ; and bidding adieu to her fervants, fhe leaned 
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on two of Sir Amias Paulet's guards, becaufe of an infirmity in her limbs ; and 
fhe fo1lowed the fheriff with a ferene and compofed afpect. In palling thro' a 
hall adjoining to her chamber, lhe was met by the earl of Shrewfbury and Kent, 
Sir Amias Paulet, Sir Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen of diftinCtion. 
Here fhe alfo found Sir Andrew Melvil, her fteward, who flung himfelf on his 
knees before her; and, wringing his hands, cried aloud: " Ah! madam! unhappy 
'' me! What man was ever before the meffenger of fuch heavy tidings as I mu!t 
" carry, when I lhall return to my native country, and !lull report, that I faw 
" my gracious ~een and Miftrefs beheaded in England ?" His tears prevented 
further· fpeech; and Mary too felt herfelf moved, more from fympathy than af
fliction. " Ceafe, my good fervant,'' faid lhe, " ceafe to lament: Thou haft 
" caufe rather to rejoice than to mourn : For now lhalt thou fee the troubles of 
" M<try" Stuart receive their long expeCted period and completion.'' " Know," 
continued fhe, " good fervant, that all the world at beft is vanity, and fubjec1 
" ftill to more farrow than a whole ocean of tears is able to bewail. But I pray 
" thee carry this meffage from me, that I die a true woman to my religion, and 
" unalterable in my atfections to Scotland and to France. Heaven forgive them, 
'' that have long defired my end, and have thirfted for my blood as the hart: 
'"' panteth after the water brooks." " 0 God," added ibe, " thou that arr the 
" author of truth and truth itfelf, thou knoweft the inmoft receffes of my heart: 
'' Thou knowefl, that I was ever defirous to preferve an entire union between 
" Scotland and Eng1and, and to obviate the fource of all thefe fatal difcords. 
" But recommend me, Melvil, to my fon, and tell him, that notwithftan1ing 
" all my diftreffts, I have done nothing prejudicial to the ftate and kingdom of 
" Scotland." After thefe words, reclining herfelf, with weeping eyes, and face 
bedewed with tears, lhe kiffed him. " And fo,'' faid fbi.", " good Melvil, fare
" wei: Once 2gain, farewel, good Melvil; and grant the affii1:ance of thy 
'" prayers to thy Q!een and mi(hefs *." 

SHE then turned to the nobleman who attended her, and made a petition 
in behalf of her fc:rvants, thdt they might be well treated, that they might be 
allowed to erjoy thi prefents which fhe had made them, and be fent fafely into 
their own country. Having received a favourable anfwer, lhe moved another re
queft, that they might be permitted to attend her at her death: In order, faid 
fhe, that their eyes may behold, and their hearts bear witnefr., how patiently 
their Queen and miil:refs can bear her execution, and how conftantly ihe perfe
veres in her attachments to h:r religion. The earl of Kent oppofed this defirl.", 
and told her, that they would be apt, by their fpe~ches and erie~, both to difturb 
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herfelf and the fpectators : He was alfo apprehenfive, leO: they fbould praB:ife 
fame fuperfiition~ unmeet for him to fuffer; fuch as dipping their handkerchief~ 
in her blood: For that was the inU:ance which he made ufe of. " My lord/t
faid the ~een of Scots~ " I will give my word (altho' it be but dead) that they 
" fhall not incur any blame in any of the actions which you have named. But 
" alas ! poor fouls ! it would be a great confolation to them to bid their miftrefs 
" farewel. And I hope," added f11e, " that your miftrefs, being a maiden 
'

1 ~een, would vouchfafe, in· regard of womanhood, that I fhould have fome 
H of my own people about me at my death. I know, that her majefry hath not 
" given you any fuch firict command, but that you might grant me a requefi: of 
" far greater courtefy, even tho' I were a woman of much inferior rank to that 
" which I bear." Finding that the earl of Kent perfified fiill in his refufal, her 
mind, which had fortified itfelf againft the terrors of death, was affected by this 
circumfrance of indignity, for which fhe was not prepared. " I am coufin to your 
" Q~een," cried fhe, " and defcended from the blood· royal of Henry the feventh,. 
" and a married ~een of France, and an anointed ~een of Scotland." The 
commiffioners perceiving how invidious their obftinacy would appear, conferred a· 
little together, and agreed, that !he might carry a few of her fervants along 
with her. She made choice of four men, and two maid-fervants, for that purpofe. 

SHE then palfed into another hal!, where was erected the fcaffold, covered 
with black; and fhe faw, with an undifmayed countenance, the two executioners, 
and all the preparations of death. The room was crowded with fpectator!', and 
no one was fo fl:eeled againft all fentiments of humanity, as not to be moved,, 
when he reflected on her royal dignity, confidered the furprifing train of her mif
fortunes, beheld her mild but infiexible conftancy, recalled her amiable accom
plilhments, or furveyed her beauties, wl:lich, tho' faded by years, ·and yet more 
by her affiictions, frill difcovered themfelves in this fatal moment. Here the war
rant for her execution was read to her; and during this ceremony fhc was filenr~ 
but fhewed, in her behaviour, an indifference and unconcern, as if the bufinefs 
had nowife regarded her. Before the exeGutioners performed their office, the 
dean of Peterborow fteppcd forth; and tho" the ~1een frequently told him, that 
he needed not concern himfelf about her, that fhe was fettled in the antient catho
lic and Roman religion, and that 1he meant to: lay down her iife in defence of that 
faith; he frill thought it his duty to perfifl: in his lectures and exhortations, and 
to endeavour her converfion. The terms which he employed, were, under colour 
of pious infiructions, very cruel infults on her unfortunate fituation ;. and, befides 
their own abfurdity, may be regarded as the moil: mortifying indignities, to 
which fhe was ever yet expofed. He told her, that the ~een of England had in 
this moment fhewn a tender care of her; and notwithftandir.g the puni!hment 

juftly 
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juftly to be inflicted on her, for her manifold trefpaffes, was determined to ufe 
every expedient for faving her foul from that defi:ruftion with which it was fo nearly 
threatened: That fhe was now fi:anding upon the brink of eternity, and had no other 
means of efcaping endlefs perdition, but by repenting her of her f()rmer wickednefs, 
by juftifying the fentence pronounced againft her, qy acknowleging the ~een's fa
vours, and by exerting a true and lively faith in Chrift Jefus: That the fcriptures 
were the only rule of doCtrine, the merits of Chrift the only means of falvation; and 
if :!he trufted in the inventions or devices of men, :!he muft expeCt in a moment to fall 
into utter darknefs, into a place where fhall be weeping, howling, and gnaihing of 
teeth: That the hand of death was upon her, the ax was laid to the root of the tree, 
the throne of the great judge of heaven was ereCted, the book of her life was fpread 
wide, and the particular fentence and judgment was ready to be pronounced upon 
her: And that it was now, during this important moment, in her choice, either to rife 
to the refurreB::ion of life, and hear that joyful falutation, Come,J•e blef!ed of my Father, 
or to :!hare the refurrecrion of condemnation, replete with farrow and grief; and to 
fuffer that dreadful denunciation, Go ye curfed into everlafling fire*. 

DuRING this difcourfe the ~een could not forbear fometimes betraying her im
patience, by interrupting the preacher ; and the dean, finding that he had profited 
nothing by his leClure, at laft bid her change her opinion, repent her of her former 
wickednefs, and fettle her faith upon this ground, that only in Chrift Jefus could 
fhe hope to be faved. She anfwered, again and again, with great earneftnefs: 
" Trouble not yourfelf any more about the matter: For I was born in this religion. 
" I have lived in this religion, and in this religion I am refolved to die." Even the 
two earls perceived, that it was fruitlefs to harrafs her any further with theological 
difputes; and they ordered the dean to defill from his unfeafonable exhortations, 
and to pray for her converfion. During the dean's prayer, fhe employed herfelf in 
private devotion from the office of the Virgin; and after he had finifhed, fhe pro
nounced aloud fome petitions in Englifh, for the affiifted church, for an end of 
her own troubles, for her fan, and for ~een Elizabeth; and prayed God, that 
that princefs might long profper, and be employed in his fervice. The earl of 
Kent obferving, that in her devotions :!he made frequent ufe of the crucifix, could 
not forbear reproving her, for her attachment to that popin1 trumpery, as he 
termed it ; and he exhorted her to have Chrift in her heart, not in her hand t. 
She replied with prefence of mind, that it was difficuit to hold fuch an obleB:: in 
her hand, without feeling her heart touched with fame compunCtion :j:. 

SHE now began, with the aid of her two women, to difrobe herfelf; and the 
executioner alto lent his hand, to affift them. She fmiled, and faid, that Ihe 
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was not accu!l:omed to undrefs herfelf before fo large a company, nor to be ferv
ed by fuch valets. Her fervants, feeing her in this condition, ready ~o lay her 
head upon the block, bur£T into tears and lamentations: She turned about to them; 
put her finger upon her lips, as a fign of impofing filence upon them *; a11d hav
ing given them her bleiling, dr:fired them to pray for her. One ui her maids, 
whom !he had appointed for that purpofe, covered her eyes with a handkerchief; 
fh:> laid herfelf down, without any fign of fear or trepidation ; and her head was 
f~vered from her body at two il:rokes by the extcutioner. He infl:antiy held it up 
to the: fpeCl:ators, fireaming with blood and ag\rmed with the con vulfi, ·ns of death: 
The dean of Peterborow alone exclaimed, " So periili all ~·en El1zabeth's 
'' enemies:" The earl of Kent a1one replied, " Amen:" The attention of all 
the other fpectarors was fixed on the melancholy fcer1e before them ; and zeal and 
Battery alike gave place to prefent pity and admiration of the expiring princefs. 

THus Jied, in the forty-fifth year of her age, and the nineteenth of her captivity 
in England, Mary ~een of Scots ; a princefs of great accomplifhments both of 
body and mind, natural as well as acquired; but unfortunate in her life, and during 
one period, very unhappy in her conduCl:. The beauties of her perfon, and graces 
of her air, combined to make her the moft amiable of women; and the charms of 
her addrefs and converfation aided the impreffion which her lovely figure made on 
the hearts of all behol Jers. Ambitious and acl:ive in her temper, yet inclined to chear
fulnefs and fociety; of a lofty fpirit, confrant and even vehement in her purpofe; yet 
polite.>, and gentle, and affable in her demeanor; fhe feemr:d to partake only fo much 
of the male virtues as to render her efrimable, without relinquiihing thofe foft graces 
which cornpofe the proper ornaments of her fex. In order to form ajufl: idea of her 
charaCter, we rnuil: fet a fide o11e part of her conduCt, while fhe abandoned herfelf 
to the guidance of a profligate man; and muil: confider thefe faults-, whether we admit 
them to be imprudences or crimes, as the refult of an inexplicable, tho' not uncom
mon, inconil:ancy in the human mind, of the frailty of our nature, of the violence 
of paffion, and of the influence which fituations, and fometimes momentary inci
dents, have on perfons, whole principles are not thoroughly confirmed by experience 
and reflection. Enraged by the ungrateful conduct of her hufband, feduced by the 
treacherous counfels of one in whom fue repofed confidence, tranfported by the vio
lence of her own temper, which never lay fufficiently under the guidance of difcre
tion; fhe was betrayed into actions, which may, with fome difficulty, be accounted 
for, but which admit of no apology, nor even of alleviation. An enumeration of 
her qualities might carry the appearance of a panegyric; an account of her con
duct mufi, in fome parts, wear the afpect of a fevere fatire and invective. 

* Jebb, p. 307, 492. 
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HER numerous misfortunes, the folitude of her long and tedious captivity, Char. V •. 

and the perfecutions to which fhe had been expofed on account of her religion, 1 
sS; •. 

had wrought her up to a d,·gree of bigotry during her latter years ; and fuch was 
the prevalent fpirit and principles of that age, that it was the Jefs wonder, if her 
zeal, her refentment and her interdl: uniting, induced her to give confent to a 
defign, which conlpirators, actuateJ only by the firft of thefe motives, had formecf 
againft the life of l·Jizabeth. 

vVHEN the ~een he" d of Mary's execution, fhe affected the utmoft furprize TheQ:ern's 

and indignation. Her countenance changed, her fpeech faltered and failed her, affected far

and for a long timt>, hec farrow was fo deep that !he could not exprefs it, but row. 

ftood fixed, like a ftarue, in filence and mute aftonifhment. After her grief 
was ab;e to find vent, it burfl: out in loud wailings and lamentations; fhe put· 
hcrfelf into deep mourning for this deplorable event; and fhe was feen rerpettr-
ally bathed in te ,rs, a,nd furrounded only by her maids and women. None of 
her miniftr·rs or cuunf:-llors dared to approach her; or if any affumed fuch te-
merity, fhe chaced them from her, wi[h the moft violent expreffions of rage and 
refentmer:t : They had all of them been gu1lty of an unpardonable crime, in ptlt-
ting to death her dear ilfrer and kinfwoman, contrary to her fixed purpofe and; 
intention*, of which they were fufliciently apprized and acquainted. 

No fooner was her forrow fo much abated as to leave room for reflection, than rhe 
wrote a letter of apolo ::Y to the King of Scots,' and fent it by Sir .kobert Cary, 
fon to lord HunfJon. She there told him, that fhe wifhed he knew, but not felt~ the 
nnutterable griet of mind, fhe experienced, on account of that lamentable accident, 
which, without her knowlege, much lefs concurrence, had happened in England : 
That as her pen trembled, when fhe attempted to write it, the found herfeif 
ob:iged to commit the relation of it to the meffenger, her kinfman; who would 
liLewife inform his majefry of every circumfi:ance, which attended this difmar 
and unlooked for misfortune: That fbe appealed to the Supreme Judge of heaven 
and earth for her innucence ; and was alfo fo happy, amidfi: her other affliCtions, 
as to find, that many perfuns in her court could bear witnefs to her veracity in 
this proteftation: That Ihe abhorred hypocrify and ciffii:nulation, deemed no
thing more worthy of a prince than a fincere and open conduct, and' could never 
furely be efteemec1 fo bale and poor-fpinted, as that, if fhe had really given or-:
ders for this fatal execution, !Pe could, on any conlideration, be induced to deny 
them: That tho' fhe was fc:nfible of rhc: juftice of the fentence, lhe determined 
from clemency never to carry it into execution ; and could not but refent the 
t~merity of thofe, who on this occafion had difappointed her in~entions: And 
that as no one loved him more dearly than herfelf, or bore a more anxious con-: 
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cern for his welfare ; {he hoped, that he would confider every one as his enemy, 
who endeavoured, on account of the prefent incident, to excite any animofity be
tween them t. 

IN order the better to appeafe James, !he committed Davifon to prifon, and 
ordered him to be tried in the Star-Chamber for his mifdemeanour. The fecre
tary was confounded; and being fenfibie of the danger, which mull attend his 
entering into a conte£1: with the ~een, he expreffed penitence for his error, and 
fubmitted very patiently to be railed at by thofe very counfellors, whofe perfuaGon 
had induced him to incur the guilt, and who had promifed to countenance and 
protect him. He was condemned to imprifon.ment during the ~1een's pleafure, 
and to pay a fine of ten thoufand pounds. He remained a long time in cuf1ody; 
.and the fine, tho' it reduced him to want and beggary, was rigorouOy levied 
upon him. All the favour, which he could obtain from the ~e, n, was the 
fending him fmall fupplies from time to time, to k~ep him from perifhing in 
neceffity *. He privately wrote an apology to his friend Walfingbam, which 
contains many curious particulars : The French anrl Scots ambaffadors, he faid, 
had been remonftrating with the ~een in Mary's behalf; and immediately after 
their departure, lhe commanded him, of her own accord, to deliver her the 
warrant for the execution of that princefs. She figned it readily and ordered it 
to be fealed with the great feal of England. She appeared in fuch good hu
mour on the occafion, that !he (aid to him in a jocular manner, " Go tell all 
" this to Walfingham, who is now fick: Tho' I fear he will die for farrow, 
" when he hears it." She added, that, tho' !he had fo long delayed the exe
cution, left fhe !hould feem to be actuated by malice or cruelty, fhe was all 
along fenfible of the neceffity of it. In the fame converfation, n-_e blamed Drury 
and Paulet, that they had not before eafed her of this trouble; and fhe expre!Ted 
her de fire that W alfingham would bring them to a compliance in that particular. 
She was fo bent on this purpofe, that, fome time after,- !he afked Davifon, 
whether any letter had come from Paulet with regard to the fervice expected of 
him. Davifon !bowed her Paulet's letter; in which that gentleman flatly refufed 
to aCt. any thing inconfiftent with the principles of honour and juf1ice. The 
Q8een feli into a paffion, and accufed Paulet, as well as Drury, of perjury, that, 
having taken the oath of aifuciation, in which they had bound themfelves to 
avenge her wrongs, they had yet refufed to lend their hand on this occafion. 
t' But others," !he faid, -''will be found lefs fcrupulous." Davifon adds, that nothing 
but the confent and exhortations of the whole council could have engaged him 
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to fend off the warrant. He was well aware of his danger, and remembered, 
that the ~een, after having ordered the execution of the duke of Norfolk, had 
endeavoured, in like manner, to throw the whole blame and odium of that ac-
tion upon lord Burleigh i-. 

ELIZABETH,s diffimulation was fo groG;, that it could deceive no body who 
was not previoufiy refolved to be blinded; but as James's concern for his mother 
was certainly more fincere and cordial, he difcovered the highefl: refentment, and 
refufed to admit Cary into his prefence. He recalled his ambaffadors from Eng
land ; and feemed to breathe nothing but war ar.d vengeance. The il:ates of Scot· 
land, being affembled, entered into the quarrel, and profeffed, that they were 
ready to fpend their lives and fortunes in revenge of his mother's death, and in 
defence of his title to the crown of England. Many of his nobility infrigated 
him to take arms: Lord Sinclair, when the courtiers appeared in deep mourning, 
preferned him~df to the King arrayed in compleat armour, and faid that that 
was the pr~per mourning for the ~een. The catholics took the opportunity of 
exhorting James to ally hunfelf with the King of Spain, to Jay immediate claim 
to the crown of England, and to prevent the danger, which, from his mother's 
example, he might condude, would certainly, if Elizabeth's power prevailed, 
overwhelm his perfon and his kingdom. The ~1een was fenfible of the danger 
attending thefe councils ; and, a:ter allowing James fome decent interval to vent 
his grief and anger, ihe employed her emiifaries to pacify him, and to fet before 
him every motive of hope or fear, which might induce him to live in peace and: 
friendihip with her. 

W ALSING HAM wrote to lord Thirlflone, the Scots fecretary of ftate, a very judi-
4

th March,. 

cious letter to the fame purpofe. He faid, that !::: was much furprized to hear of the 
violent refolutions taken in Scotland, and of the pailion difcovered by a prince 
of [o much judgement and temper as James : That a war, founded merely on the 
principle of revenge, and that too on account of an act of juftice, which neceffity 
had extorted, would for ever be expofed to blame, and could not be excufed by 
any princip-les of equity or reafon : That if thefe views were deemed kfs mo-
mentous among princes, policy and interefr ought certainly to be attended to ;. 
and thefe motives did frill more evidently oppofe all thoughts of a rupture with 
England, and a,Jl revival of exploded claims and pretenfions w the Engliih throne: 
That the inequality between the two kingdoms deprived James of any hopes of 
fuccefs, if he tru{red merely to the force of his own ftate, and had no recourfe
r:o foreign powers for affiftance: That the objeCtions, attending rhe introduction 
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of fl:lccours from a more powerful monarch, appeared fo evident from all the 
tranfactions of hiitory, that they could not efcape a perfon of the King's extenfive 
know lege; but there were in the prefent cafe, feveral peculiar circumftances, 
which ought for ever to prevent him from having recourfe to fo dangerous an expe
~dient: That the French monarch, the antient ally of Scotland, might will ngly ufe 
:the affiftance of that kingdom againft Eng' and ; but would be difpleafed to fee tLe 
union of thefe two crowns on the head of James; ari union, which would ever <1fter 
·exclude him from all hopes of pratl:ifing that policy, formerly fo ufeful to France 
·and fo pernicious to the Scottilli nation: That Henry, befides, infef\J with fac
·tion and domeftic war, was not in a condition ·of lupporting diftant allies; much 
lefs, would he undergo any hazard or expence, in order to aggrandize a near kinf
man to the houfe of Guife, the moil: determined enem1ts of hi~ repofe and authority: 
That the extenfive power and exorbitant ambition of the Span)!h monarch ren
dered him a {till more dangerous ally to James ; and as he evidently afpired to 
an univerfal monarchy in the weft~ and had in particular advanced fame claims 
on England, as if he were defcended from the houfe of Lanc:~fl:u, he was at 
the fame time the common enemy of all princes, who defired to maintain their li
berty and independance; and the immediate rival and competitor of the King of 
Scots: That the ~1een, by her own nav.1l po·.i(er, and her alliance with.the Hol
landers, would probably intercept all fuccours which might be fent James from 
abroad, and be enabled to decide the controverfy in this iO::md wich the fuperior 
forces of her own kingdom, opp Jed to thofe of Scotland : That if the King 
revived his mother's pretenfions to the crown of England, he muit allo embrace 
her religion, by which alone they could be jufbfied; and muft thereby undergo 
the infamy of abandoning thole principles, in which he had been ftri<.9:1y educated, 
and to which he had hitherto religioufly adhered: That as he would, by fuch an 
apoftacy, totally ,alienate all the proceftants in Scotland and England, he could 
never gain the confidence of the catholics, who would ftill entertain a very rea
fonable doubt of his honour and fincerity : That by advancing a prefent claim 
to tLe crown, he forfeittd the certain profpetl of his fucceffion ; and revived that 
national animofiry, which the late peace and alliance between the kingdoms had 
happily extinguifhed: That the whole gentry and nobility of England had 
openly declared themldves for the execution of the ~een of Scots: And if James 
!bowed fuch violent refentment againft that atl: of juftice, they would be obliged, 
for their own Lcurity, to prevent for ever fo implacable and revengeful a prince 
from ruling over them: And that, however fame perfons might reprefent his 
honour as engaged to leek' vengeance for the prefent affront and injury, the true 
honour of a prince confifi:ed in wifdom and moderation and juftice, not in fol-

lowing 
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)owing the dictates of blind paffion, or in purfuinba revenabe at the expence of Ch v ap. • 
every motive and every interefl: *. Thefe confiderations, joined to the peaceable, 1587. 

unambitious temper of the young prince, prevailed over his refentment ; and he 
fell gradually into a good correfpondence with the court of England. It is pro-
bable, that the ~een's chief object in her diffimulation with regard to the 
execution of Mary, was, that fhe might thereby afford James a decent pre-
tence for renewing his amity with her, on which their mutual intereil:s fo much 

depended. 
WHILE Elizabeth enfured tranquillity from the attempts of her neareil: neigh

bour, fhe was not negligent of more diftant dangers. Hearing that Philip, 
while he feemed to diifemble the daily infults and injuries, which he received 
from the Englifh, was fecretly preparing a great navy to attack her; fhe fent Sir 
Francis Drake with a fleet to intercept his fupplies, to pillage his coaft, and to 
defl:roy his fhipping. Drake carried out four capital fhips of the ~een's, and Drake de

twenty-fix, great and fmall, with which the London merchants, in hopes ofitroyst~efleet 
fharing in the plunder, had fupplied him. Having learned from two Dutch fhips, at Cadiz. 

which he met in his paffage, that a Spanifh fleet, richly laden, was lying at Ca-
diz, ready to fet fail for Lifbon, the rendezvous of the intended Armada ; he 
bent his courfe to the former harbour, and boldly, as well as fortunately, made 
an attack on the enemy. He obliged fix gallies, which made head againfl: him, 
to take fhelter under the forts ; he burned about an hundred veffels, laden with 
ammunition and naval fl:ores; and he deil:royed a great fbip of the marquefs of 
Santa Croce. Thence, he fee fail for Cape St. Vincent, and took by alTaulc the 
cail:le fituated on that promontory, with three other fl:rong holds. He next in-
fulted Lifbon ; and finding, that the merchants, who had engaged entirely ill 
expettation of profit, were difcontented with thefe military enterprizes, he fet 
fail for the Tercera Ifiands, with an intention of lying in wait for a rich carrack, 
which was expeCted in thefe quarters. He was fo fortunate as to meet with his 
prize; and in rhis fhort expedition, where the public bore fo fmall a fhare, the 
adventurers were encouraged to attempt farther enterprizes, the Englifh feamen 
learned to defpife the great unwieldy fhips of the enemy, the naval preparations 
of Spain were defl:royed, the intended expedition againfl: England was retarded 
a twelvemonth, and the ~een had thereby leifure to take more fecure meafures 
againfl: that formidable invauon :j:. 

THis year Thomas Cavendiili, a gentleman of Devonfhire, who had diffipated 
a good efl:ate by living at court, being refolved to repair his fortune at the expence 
of the Spaniads, fitted out three lbips at Plymouth, one of an hundred and 

* Strype, vol. iii. p. 377· Spot[wood. t Camdm, p. 540. Sir William Monfon's 
Naval TraCts in Chu~ch1ll's Voyages, vol. iii. p. 156. 
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twenty tons, another of fixty, and a third of forty ; and with thefe fi11all vefiefs 
he adventured into the South Seas, and committed great depredations on the Spa
niards. He took nineteen veffels, fame of which were richly laden ; and re
turning by the Cape of Good Hope, he came to England, and entered the river 
in a kind of triumph. His mariners and foldiers were cloathed in filk, his fails 
were of damafk, his top· fail cloth of gold ; and his prizes were efteemed the 

richefi: that ever had been brought into England *. 
THE land enterprizes of the Englifh were not, during this campaign, fo ad

vantageous or honourable to the nation. The important place of Deventer was 
intrufl:ed by Leicefter to William Stanley, with a garrifon of twelve hundred Eng• 
lifh ; and this gentleman, being a catholic, was alarmed with the difcovery of 
Babington's confpiracy, and became apprehenfive, left every one of his religion 
fhould thenceforth be treated with difi:ru·ft in England. He entered into a corre
fpondence with the Spaniards, betrayed the city to them for a fum of money, 
and engaged the whole garrifon to defert with him to the Spanilh fervice. Ro
land York, who commanded a fort near Zutphen, imitated his example; and 
the Hollanders, formerly difgufl:ed with Leicefi:er, and fufpicious of the Englilh, 
broke out into loud complaints againft the improvidence, if not the treachery of 
his adminifi:rarion. Soon after, he himfelf arrived in the Low Countries; but 
his conduCt was nowife calculated to give them fatisfatl:ion, or to remove the 
fufpicions, which they had entertained againft him. The prince of Parma having 
befieged Sluys, he attempted to relieve the place, firft by fea, then by land ; but 
failed in both enterprizes; and as he afcribed his bad fuccefs to the ill behaviour of 
the Hollanders, they were equally free in refleCtions upon his conduCt. The 
breach between them became wider every day: They ilighted his authority, op
pofed his meafures, and neglected his councils ; while he endeavoured, by an im
perious behaviour, and by violence, to recover that influence, which he had loft 
by his imprudent and ill concerted meafures. He was even fufpetl:ed by the 
Dutch of a defign to ufurp upon }heir liberties; and the jealoufy entertained 
;!gainfl: him, began to extend towards the ~een herfelf. That princefs had 
made fome advances towards a peace with Spain: A congrefs bad been opened at 
BOLubourg, a village near Graveline: And tho' the two courts, efpecially that of 
Spain,. had no other intention than to amufe each of them its enemy by negotia
tion, and mutually relax the preparations for defence or affault, the Dutch, who 
were determined, on no condition, to return under the Spanith yoke, became ap
prehenfive lefi: their liberty fhould be facrificed to the political interefts of Eng
land t. But the ~een,. who knew the importance of her alliance with the ftates 

* Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 57· t lkntivoglio, part ii. lib. 4· Strype, vol. iv. N° 246, 
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'in the prefent conjunCture, was refolved to give them entire fatisfaCl:ion by re- Chap. v. 
calling Leicefter~ and commanding him to refign his government. Maurice, fan 1 587. 

to the prince of Orange, a youth of twenty years of age, was eleCted by the 
ftates governor in his place; and Pc::'regrine lord Willoughby, was appointed by 
the ~een commander of the Englilh forces. The meafures of thefe two gene-
rals were much retarded by the malignity of Leicefter, who had left a faCl:ion be-
hind him and who ftill attempted, by means of his emiffaries, to difrurb all the 
operations of the ftates. So foon as Elizabeth got intelligence of thefe diforders, 
fhe took care to redrefs them, and fhe obliged all the partizans of England to fall 
into unanimity with prince Maurice*. But tho' her good fenfe fa far prevailed 
over her partiality to Leicefl:er, fhe never could be made fully fenfible of his vices 
and incapacity: The fubmiffions, which he made her, reftored him to her won~ed 
favour; and the lord Buckhurft, who had accufed him of mifcondutl: io Holland, 
loft for fame time her confidence, and was even committed to cuftody. 

SIR Chriftopher Harton was another favourite, who, at this time, received 
fame marks of her partiality. Tho' he had never followed the profeffiun of the law, 
he was made chancellor in the place of Bromley, deceafed; bur notwirhll:anding 
all the expectations and willies of the lawyers, he behaved in a ma mer not un
worthy that high ftation : His good natural capacity fupplied the place of ex
perience and fl:udy; and his decifions were not found deficient ei[her in point of 
equity or judgment. His enemies had contributed ro this promotion, in hnpes 
that his abfence from court, while he attended the bufinefs of chancery, would 
gradually eftrange him from the ~een, and give them an opportunity of under~ 
mining him in her favour. 

THESE little intrigues and cabals of the court were Glenced by the account, , 5815• 

which came from all quarters, of the vaft preparations made by the Spaniards for 
the invafion of England, and for the entire conqueft of that kingdom. Philip, PhilipprojeB:s 

tho' he had not yet declared war, on account of the hoftilities, which Elizabeth the invafion of 

h . d h. h d I h b d r. d . En.:>lando every w ere committe upon 1m, a ong ar oure a 1ecret an viOlent de-
fire of revenge againll: her. His ambition alfo and the hopes of extending his 
empire were much encouraged by the prefent profperous fimation of his affairs; 
by the conqueft of Portugal, the acquifition of the Indian commerce and 
fettlements, and the yearly importation of vall: treafures from America. The 
point on which he refted his higheft glory, the perpetual object of his policy, 
was to fupport orthodoxy and exterminate herefy ; and as the power and credit 
of Elizabeth were the chief bulwark of the proteftanrs, he hoped, if he could 
fubdue that princefs, to acquire the eternal renown, of being able to reunite the 

* Rymer, tom. xv. P• 66. 
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whole chriftian world in the catholic communion. Above all, his indignation· 
againft his revolted fubjeB:s in the Netherlands, inftigated him to attack the· 
Englilh, who had encouraged that infurrettion, and who, by their near neigh

bourhood, were fo well enabled to fupport the Hollanders, that he could never 
hope to reduce thefe rebels, while the power of that kingdom remained emire 

and unbroken. To fubdue England feemed a neceffary preparative to the re
efl:ablilhment of his aurbority in the Netherlands; and notwithftanding all ap-

pearances, the former was in itfelf, as a more important, fo a more eafy, under
taking than the latter. That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low Countrjes,, 
and was more expofed to invafions from that quarter ; after an enemy had once ob
tained entrance, it was neither fortified by art nor nature; a long peace had de

prived it of all military difcipline and experience; and the catholics, in which it 
fiill abounded, would be ready, it was hoped, to join any invader, who fhould _ 
free them from thofe grievo"s perfecutions, at prefent exercifed againft them, and 
revenge the death of the Queen of Scots, on-whom they had fixed all their affec
tions. The fate of England muft be decided in one baJ tle at fea, and another at 
land ; and what comparifon between the Engli!h and Spaniards-, either in point 
of naval force, or in the numbers, reputation, and veteran brayery of their ar

mies ? Befides the acquifition of fo great a kingdom, fuccefs againft England en .. 
fured the immediate fubjettion of the Hollanders, who, attacked on every hand, 
and deprived of all fupport, muft: yield their ftubborn necks to that yoke, which 

they had fo long refifted. Happily, this conquefc, as it was of the utmofl: im
portance to the grandeur of Spain, would not at prefent be oppofed by the jea
loufy of the neighbouring powers, naturally fo much interefted to prevent the 
fuccefs of that enterprize. A truce was lately concluded with the Turks;~ the 

empire was in the hands of a friend and near ally; and France, the perpetual rival 
of Spain, was fo torn with inrefline commotions, that 1he had no leifure co pay 
attention to her foreign intereiTs. This favourable opportunity, therefore, which 
might never again prefent itfelf,. muft be feized; and one bold effort made for 
acquiring that afcendant in Europe, to'. which the prefent greatnefs and profperity 
of the Spaniards feemed fo fully to intitle them t. 

THESE hopes and mo·ives engaged Philip, notwithftanding his camious rem

per, ro undertake this hazc~rdous entaprize; and rho~ the duke of Parma, when 
confultrd, opf'ofed the attempt, ar Jeafl: reprefented the neceffity of previoufly 
getting po!feffion of fame fea port town in ·he Netherlands, which might affurd a 
rerreat ro the Spanifh navy*, it was determined by the catholic monarch, to pro· 

ceed immediately to the execution of his ambiLious projetts. During fome time he 

t Camden, Strype, vol. iii. p. 5 !2, 
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had been fecrctly making preparations; but fo foon as the refolution wa~ fully taken, Chap v. 
every part of his vaft empire refounded with the noife of arm1mems, and all his 1 588. 

rninifl:ers, generals, and admirals, wu e employed in forwarding the ddign. The The In-.·in-
r. f S C fc ffi f . d . c.b.eArmada. marque1s o , anta race, a ea o ctr o great reputation an expenence, was 

defl:ined to command the fleet; and by his counfel were the naval equipmenrs con
cluded. In all the porrs of Sicily, of Naples, of Spain and Portugal, arrizans 
were employed in building vdfels of uncommon fize and force; naval ftores were 
bought at a prodigious ex pence; provillons amaffed; armies levied and quanered 
in the maritime towns of Spain ; and plans Ltid for fitting out fuch a fleet and 
embarkation as had never b::fore had its equal in Europe. The military prepara
tions in Flanders were no lefs formidable. Troops from all quarters were every 
moment affembling, to reinforce the duke of Parma. Capizuchi and Spinelli, 
conducted forces from Italy : The marquefs of Borgaur, a prince of the houfe of 
Aufl:ria, levied rroops in Germany: Tiie Walloon and Burgundian regiments 
were compleatecl or augmented : The Spanilh infantry was fupplied with recruits; 
and an army of thirty four thoufand men were aOembled in the Netherlands, and 
kept in a readinefs to be rranfported into England. The duke of Parma em
ployed all the carpenters whom he could procure, either in Flanders or in Lower 
Germany, and the coafts of the Baltic ; and he builr at Dunkirk, and Newport~ 
but efpecially at Antwerp, a great number of boats and flat bottomed ve.ffeJs, 
f.or the tranfportation of his infantry and cavalry into England. The moll: re
nowned nobility and princes of Italy and Spain were ambitious of fharing in the 
honour of this great enterprize. Don Amadceus of Savoy, Don John of Medi
cis, Vefpafian Gonzaga, duke of Sabionetta, and the duke of Pa(trana, haflened 
to join the army unc'er the duke of Parma. About two thoufand volunteers, 
many of them men of family, had inlifted in the fervice in Spain. No doubt was 
entertained, but fuch vaft preparations, concluded by officers of fuch confummate 
:fl{ill, muft finally be fuccefsful. And the Spaniards, ofl:entatious of their power, 
and elevated with vain hopes, had already denominated their navy the invmcib!e 
.drmada. 

NEws of thtfe extraordinary preparations f.oon reached England ; and not
withfl:anding the fecrecy of the Sf'anilh council, and their pretending to employ 
this force in the Indies, it was eafily concluded, that they meant to make fome 
effort againft England. The Queen had forefeen the invallon ; and finding that ~reparations 
the muft now contend for her crown with the whole force of Spain, !he made m Eng:"l'ld. 

preparations for refifl:ance ; nor was fhe terrified with that power, by which all 
Europe apprehended fhe muft of neceility be overwhelmed. Her force indeed 
fcemed very unequal to refift fo potent an enemy. All the failors in England 
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amounted, at that time, only ro fourteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five 
men*. The !ize of the Engli!h !hipping was, in general, fo fmall, that, except 
a few of the <2.!:1een's fhips of war, there were not four velfe]s belonging to the 
merchants which exceeded four hundred tuns t. The royal navy confifl:ed only 
of twenty-eight veffels t, many of which were of very fmall !ize ; none of t:1em 
exceeding the bulk of our largeft frigates, and mofl: of them deferving rather 
the name of pinnaces than of thips. The only advantage of the Englifi1 fleet, 
confifl:ed in the dexterity and courage of the feamen, who being accuftomed to 
fail in tempeftuous feas, and expofe themfelves to all dangers, as much exceeded 
in this particular the Spanifh mariners, as their velfels were inferior in fize and 
force to thofe of that nation II· All the commercial towns of England were re
quired to furnifh !hips for reinforcing this fmall navy; and they difcovered, on 
the prefent occafion, great alacrity in defending their liberty and religion againft 
thofe imminent perils with which they were menaced. The citizens of London, 
in order to fhew their vigour in the common caufe, inftezd of fifteen veff'els which 
they were commancied to equip, voluntarily fitted out double the number+· The 
gentry and nobility hired, and armed, and manned, forty-three !hips at their own 
charge§ ; and all the loans of money which the ~een demanded, were frankly 
granted by the perfons applied to. Lord Howard of Effingham, a than of great 
courage and capacity, was lord admiral, and took on him the command of the 
navy: Drake, Hawkins, and Frobiilier, the moil renowned feamen in Europe, 
ferved under him. The main fleet was fi:ationed at Plymouth. A fmaller fqua
dron, confifl:ing of forty veff'els, Engli!h and Flemifh, was commanded by the 
lord Seymour, fecond fon of proteCtor Somerfet; and Jay off Dunkirk, in order 
to intercept the duke of Parma. 

THE land forces of England, compared to thofe of Spain, poffeff'ed contrary 
qualities to its naval power: They were more numerous than the enemy, but 
much inferior in difcipline, reputation, and experience. An army of twenty 
thoufand men was difpofed in different bodies along the fouth coaft ; and orders 
were given them, if they coutd not hinder the Spaniards from landing, to retire 
backwards, to wafte the country around, and to wait for remforcement from the 
neighbouring counties, before they approached the enemy. A body of twe-nty
two thoufand foot, and a thoufand horte, under the command of the earl (Jf L.ei
cefl:er, was ftat~o ed at Tilbury, in ordtr to defend the capital. The main <~rmy., 
confiftc:d of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe, and was com-

• Monfon, p. 256. 
"- Ibid. p. 1.67. 

t Ibid. p. z68. t Ibid. p. 157. 
§ Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 45 1. 

11 Ibid. p. 321. 
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manded by lord Hunfdon. Thefe forces were reierved for the guard of the 
Queen's perfon; and were appointed to march whitherfoever the enemy thould 
appear. The fate of England, if all the Spanifh armies thould be able to land, 
feemed to depend on the iffue of a fingle battle; and men of reflection enter
tained the moft difmal apprehenfions, when they confidered the force of fifty 
thoufand veteran Spaniards, commanded by experienced officers, under the duke 
of Parma, the moft conium mate general' l the age; and compared this formidable 
armament with the military power, which England, not enervated by peace, but 
long difufed to war, could muftcr up againfi: it. 

THE chief fupport of the kingdom feemed to confift in the vigour and pru
dence of the Queen's conduB:; who, undifmay'd by the prefent dangers, iffued 
all her orders with tranquillity, animated her people to a fteady refiilance, and . 
employed every refource, which either her domefl:-ic fituarion or her foreign al
liances could afford her. She fent Sir Robert Sydney into Scotland ; and ex
horted the King to remain attached to her, and to confider the danger which at 
prefent menaced his fovereignty no lefs than her own, from the ambition of the 
Spanifh tyrant*: The amb.dfador foun.1 James fufficiently difpofed to cultivate 
an union with England, and he even kept himfelf prepared to march with the 
force of the whole kingdom to the affifi:ance of Elizabeth. Her authority with 
the King of Denmark, and the rye of the1r common religion, engaged this prince, 
upon her application, to feize a fquadron of thips which Philip had bought or 
hired in the Danifh harbours t : The Hanfe Towns, tho' not at that time on 
good terms with Elizabeth, were induced by the fame motives, to retard fo long 
the equipment of fome veffels m their pores, that they became ufelefs to the pur
pofe of invading England. A IJ rhe proteftants throughout Europe, regarded 
this enterprize as the critical event which was to decide for ever the fate of their 
religion ; and tho' unable" b. reafon of their diftance, to join their force to that 
of E'•zabeth, they kept their t yes fixed on her conduct and fortune, and beheld 
with anxiety, mixed with admiration, the intrepid countenance with which the 
encountered that creadtul tempdl, which was every moment approaching to
wards her. 

THE ~een alfiJ was fenfible, that~ next to the general popularity which the 
enjoyed, and the confid~nce which htr fubj~B:s repofed in her prudent govern-

• She TT'"C h·IJ• fome prornifcs \\ hich !he never fulfilled, to give him a dukedom in England, with 
fuir~blP la J ,- evenue. to[, ttle sooo !. a year on him, and pay him a guard, for the fafety of his 
perfo,l. F om a MS. of lord Ro; il:on. 

t Strype, vol. iii. p. 5 24. 
ment~ 
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ment, the firmeft fupport of her throne confifted in the general zeal of tl1e people 
for the proteftant religion, and the ftrong prejudices which they had imbibed 
againft popery. She took care, on this occafion, to revive in the nation this at
tachment to their own feet, and this abhorrence of the oppofite. The Englifh 
were reminded of their former danger from the tyranny of Spain : All the bar
barities exercifed by Mary againft the proteftants, were afcribed to the counfels of 
that bigotted and imperious nation: The bloody ma!facres in the Indies, the 
unrelenting executions in the Low Countries, the horrid cruelties and iniquities of 
the inquifition, were fet before men's eyes: A lift and defcripticn was publi!hed, 
and pictures difperfed, of the feveral infl:-rumems of torture with which, it was 
pretended, the Spanifh Armada was loaded: And every artifice, as well as rea· 
fon, was employed, to animate the people to a vigorous defence of their religion, 
their laws and their liberties. 

BuT while the Q9een, in this critical emergence, rouzed the animofity of the 
nation againft popery, fhe treated the partizans of that feet with moderation, 
and gave not way to an undiftinguifuing fury againft them. Tho' fue knew, 
that Sixtus Qyintus, the prefent pope, famous for his capacity and his tyranny, 
had fulminated a new bull of excommunication againft her, had depofed her from 
the throne, had abfolved their fubjeCts from their oaths of allegiance, had publifh
ed a crufade againft England, and had granted plenary indulgences to every one 
engaged in the prefent invafion; fue would not believe, that aH her catholic fub
jeets could be fo blinded, as to facrifice to bigotry their duty to their fovereign, 
and the liberty and independency of their native country. She rejected all violent 
counfels, by which fhe was prompted to feek pretences for difpatching the leaders 
of that party: She would not even confine any confiderable number of them : 
And the catholics, fenfible of this good ufage, generally expreffed the higheft 
zeal f~r the public defence. Some gentlemen of that feet, confcious that they 
could not juftly expeCt auy truft or authority, entered themfelves as volunteers 
in the fleet or army* : Some equipped !hips at their own charge, and gave the 
command of th~em to proteftants : Others were aCtive in animating their tenants 
and va!fals, and neighbours, to the defence of their country : And every rank 
of men, burying for the prefent all party diftinetions, feemed to prepare them
"felves, with order as well as vigour, to refift the violence of thefe invaders. 

THE more to excite the martial fpirit of the nation, the Queen appeared on 
horfeback in the camp at Tilbury; and riding thro' the lines, difcovered a chear~ 

* Stowe, p. 747• 
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i'ul and animated countenance, exhorted the foldiers to remember their duty to 
their country and their religion, and profeifed her intention, tho' a woman, to 
lead them herfelf into the field againft the enemy) and rather to perifh in battle 
than furvive the ruin and fiavery of her people t. By this fpirited behaviour ihe 
revived the tendernefs and admiration of the foldiery : An attachment to her 
perfon became a fpecies of enthufiafm among them : And they aiked one ano-
ther, whether it were poffible that Englifhmen could abandon this glorious caufe, 
could difplay lefs courage than appeared in the female fex, or could ever, by any 
dangers, be induced to relinquiih the defence of their heroic princefs. 

THE Spanilh Armada was ready in the beginning of May; bllt the moment 
it was preparing to f:1il, the marquefs of Santa Croce, the admiral, was feized 
with a violent fever, of which he foon after died. The vice-admiral, the duke 
of Paliano, by a ftrange concurrence of accident, at the very fame time.7 fuffered 
the fame fate ; and the King appointed for admiral, the duke of Medina Sidonia, 
the nobleman of the greateft family in Spain, but unexperienced in aCtion, and 
utterly unacquainted with fea affairs. Alcarede was appointed vice-admiral. 
This misfortune, befides the lofs of fo great an officer as Santa Croce, retarded 
the failing of the Armada, and gave the Englifh more time for their preparations 
to oppofe them. At laft, the fleet, full of hopes and alacrity, fet fail from Lifw 

Chap. V. 
I j88. 

bon ; but next day met with a violent tempeft, which fcattered the fhips, funk .z9th May .. 

fome of the fmalleft, and forced the reft to take fhelter in the Groyne, where 
they waited till they could be refitted. When news of this event was carried to 

t '!'he ~een's fpcech in the camp at 'Iilhury was in thife words: My loving people, We have been 
perfuaded by fome, that are careful of our fafety, to take heed how we commit ourfelves to armed 
multitudes, for fear of treachery ; but affure you, I do not defire to live to dilhuft my faithful and 
loving people. Let tyrants fear: I have always fo behaved myfelf, that, under God, f have placed 
my chiefeft ftrength and fafeguard in the loyal hearts and good-will of my fubjeCl:s. And therefore I 
am come amongft you at this time, not as for my recreation or fport, but being refolved in the midi!: 
and heat of the battle to live or die amongft you all; to lay down, for my God, and for my kingdom. 
and for my people, my honour and my blood, even in the duft.' I know I have but the body of a 
weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart of a King, and of a King of England too ; and think 
foul fcorn, that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, lbould dare to invade the borders of my 
realms : To which, rather than any dithonour fhould grow by me, I myfelf will take up arms; I my
fe1f will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field. Iknow al· 
ready, by your forwardnefs, that you have deferved rewards·and crowns ; and we do aifure you, on 
the word of a prince, they £hall be duly paid you. In the mean time, my lieutenant general lball be 
in my ftead ; than whom never prince commanded more noble and worthy fubject; not doubting, by 
your obedience to my general, by your concord in the camp, and your valour in the field, we lball 
ihortly have a famous vitlory over thofe enemies of my God, of my kingdom, and of my people. 

VoL. IV. H b. England~ 
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England, the Q9een concluded, that the derign of an invafion was difappointed 
for this fummer ; and being always ready to lay hold of every pretence for faving 
money, fhe made Wallingham write to the admiral, direCting him to lay up fome
of the larger fhips, and to difcharge the feamen : But lord Effingham, who was 
not fo fanguine in his hopes, ufed the fr.:edom to difobey thefe orders; and he beg
ged leave to retain all the thips in fervice, tho' it flwuld be at his own expence :j:. 
He took advantage of a north wind, and failed towards the coaft of Spain, with 
an intention of attacking the enemy in their harbours ; but the wind changing to· 
the frJuth, he became apprehenlive, left they might have fet fail, and by paffing 
him at fea, invade England, now expofed by the abfence of the fleet. He re
turned, therefore, with the utmoft expedition to Plymouth, and lay at anchor in 
that harbour. 

MEA:'i!WHIL E, the Armada had repaired all her damages; and with frefh hopes 
fet out ag1in to fea, in profecotion of her enterprize. The fleet conlifted of 
a hundred and thirty veffels, of which near a hundred were galleons, and were 
of greater fize than any which ha:i ever before been ufed in Europe. It carried 
on board nineteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five foldiers, eight thoufand 
four hundred and fifty-fix mariners, two thoufand and eighty-eight galley flaves, 
and two thoufand fix hundred and t?irty great pieces of brafs ordnance. It was 
victualled for fix months ; and was attended with twenty Ieifer fhips, called cara
vals, and ten falves with fix oars apiece*. 

THE plm formed by the King of Spain, was, that the Armada fhould fail to the 
coaft oppolice to Dunkirk and Newport; and having chafed away all Engliih or 
Flemith veffels which might obftrutl: the paffage, (for it was never fuppofed they 
could make oppofition) fhould join themfelves with the duke of Parma, fhould 
thence make fail to the Thames, and having landed the whole Spaniih army, 
thus compleat at one blow the entire conqueft of England. In profecution of 
this plan, Philip gave orders to the duke of Medina, that, in paffing along the 
channel, he fbould fail as near the coaft of France as he could with htfety; that he 
fhould by this ·policy avoid meeting with the Englifh fleet ; and keeping in view 
the main enterprize, fhould negleCt: all fmaller fucceffes, which might prove an 
obftaC:e, or even interpofe a delay, to the acquifition of a kingdom t. After the 
Armada was under fail, they took a fifherman, who informed them, that the 
Englifh admiral had been lately at fea, had heard of the tempeft which fcattered 
the Armada, had retired back into Plymouth, and no longer expecting an inva
flon this feafon, had laid up his !hips, and difcharged moft of the feamen. From 

l: Camden, p. 545. 

3 

• Strype. vol. iii. Append. 221. t Monfon, p. 157. 

this 
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this falfe intelligence the duke of Medina conceived the great facility of ·attack- Chap. v. 
ing and deftroying the Engli!h lhips in harbou_r ; and he was tempted, by the 1588. 

profpetl: of fo decifive an enterprize, to break his orders, and make fail directly 
for Plymouth: A refolution which proved the fafety of England. , The Lizard ,9th July. 

was the firft land made by the Armada, about funftt; and as the Spaniards took The Armada 

it for the Ram-head near Plymouth, they bore out to fca, with an it~tention of arrive> in the 

returning next day, and attacking the Englilh navy. They were defcried by Channel. 

Fleming, a Scotti!h pyrate, who was roving in thefe feas, and who immediately 
fet fail, to inform the Engli!h admiral of their approach*: Another fortunate 
evenr, which contributed extremely to tl e fafety of the fleet. Effingham had 
juft time to get out of port, when he fc1w the Spaniih Armada coming full fail 
towards him, difpofed in the form of a half moon, and !lretching the diftance 
of feven miles from the extremity of one divifion to that of the other. 

THE writers of that age raife their ftile by a pompous defcription of this fpecA 
tacle ; the moft magnificent which had ever appeared upon the ocean, infufing 
equal terror and admiration into the minds of all beholders. The lofty malls, 
the fwe:lir.g fails, and the towering prows of the Spaniih galleons, feem imrofA 
fible to be juftly painted, otherwife than by aifuming the colours of poetry ; and 
an eloquent hiftorian of Italy, in imitation of Camden, has afferted, that the 
Armada, tho' the fhips bore every fail, yet advanced with a llow motion; as if 
the ocean groaned with fupporting, and the winds were tired with impelling, fo 
enormous a weight t. The truth, however, is, the largeft of the Spaniih vef
fels would fcarce pafs for third rates in the prefent navy of England ; yet were 
they fo ill framed, or fo ill governed, that rbey were quite unweildy, and could 
not fail upon a wind, nor tack on occafion, nor be managed in ftormy weather 
by the feamen. Neither the mechanics of ihip-building, nor the experience of 
mariners, had attained fo great perfeCtion as could ferve for the fecurity and go
vernment of fuch bulky veifels ; and the Engliih, who had already had expe
rience how unferviceable they commonly were, were not difmayed with their tre
mendous appearance. 

EFFINGHAM gave orders, not to come to a dofe fight with the Spani2rds, where 
the fize of the fhips, he fufpetl:ed, and the numbers of foldiers, would be a dif
advantage to the Engliih; but to cannonade them at a diftance, and to wait the 
opportunity which winds, currents, or various chances mull: afford them, of in
tercepting fome fcattered veifels of the enemy. Nor was it long before the event 
anfwcred expeCtation. A great lhip of Bifcay, on board of which was a confi-

* Monfon, p. 158. t Bentivoglio, part ii. lib. 4• 
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derable part of the Spanilh money, was fet on fire by accident; and white al!' 
hands were employed in extinguifi1ing it, fhe fell behind the reft of the Armada : 
The great galleon of Andaluzia was detained by the fpringing of her mail: : And 
both thefe ve.!fels were taken, after fome refifiance, by Sir Francis Drai{e. As 
the Armada advanced up the channel, the Englifh hung upon their rear, and 
ftill infefted them with fkirmilhes. Each trial abated the confidence of the Spa
niards, and added courage to the Englifh ; and the latter foon found, that even. 
in clofe fight the fize of the Spanifh fhips was no advantage to them. Their bulk 
expofed them the more to the fire of the enemy ; while their cannon, placed too 
high, fhot over the heads of the Englilh. The alarm having now reached the. 
coaft of England, the nobility ~nd gentry bafl:ened out with their veffels from 
every harbour, and reinforced the admiral. The earls of Oxford, Northumber
land, and Cumberland, Sir Thomas Cecil,_ Sir Robert Cecil,. Sir Walter Raleigh

3
• 

Sir Thomas Vavafor, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Sir Charles BLount; with many 
others, diftinguilhed themfelves by thi~ generous and difinterefted fervice of their 
coun~ry. The Englilh flee.t, after the conjunction of thefe fhips, amounted to 
an hundred and forty fail. 

THE Armada had now reached Calais, and caft anchor before that place, in 
expectation, that the duke of Parma, who had got intelligence of their approach, 
would putto fea, and join his forces to them. The Englifu admiral pratl:ifed 
here a very fuccefsful firatagem upon the Spaniards. He took eight of his fmal
le.r !hips, and filling them with all combuilible materials, fent them, one after, 
another, into the midft of the" enemy. The Spaniards fancied, that they were. 
firelhips of the fame contrivance with a famous veffel which had lately done fo 
much execution in the Schelde, near Antwerp; and they immediately cut their 
C<ibles, and took to flight with the greatell: diforder and precipitation. The Eng
Jilh fell upon them next morning, while in confufion; and befides doing great da-. 
mage to other !hips, they took or deftroyed about twelve of the.enerny. 

Bv this time, it was.become apparent,that the intention, for which thefe great 
preparations were made by the Spaniards, was entirely fruftrated. The vefftls, .. 
provided b-y the duke of Parma, were made for tranfporting foldiers, not for fight
ing; and that general, when urged to leave the harbour, utterly refufed to ex
pofe his flourifhing army to fuch apparent hazard, as it muft incur; while the 
Engiifb, not only were able to keep the fea, but feemed even to triumph over 
their enemy. The Spanifh admiral found~ in many rencounters, that while he 
1oft fo confiderable a part of 'his own navy, he had dell:royed only one fmall 
veffel of the Englifh; and he forefaw, that, by continuing fo unequala combat, 
he muft draw inevitable deftruB:ion on all the remainder. He prepared therefore to 

8 return 
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return homewards ; but as the winds were contrary to his paffage thro' the chan· Chap. V .. 
nel, he refolved to fail northwards, and making the tour of the whole ifland, 1 5ss 
reach the Spanifh harbours by the ocean. The Englith fleet followed him during 
fame time; and had not· their ammunition fallen fhorr, by the negligence of the 
offices in fupplying them, they had obliged the whole Armada to furrender at 
difcretion. The duke of Medina had once taken that refolution ; but was di-
verted from it by the ad vice of his confeffor. This conclufi.on of the enterprize 
would have been more glorious to the Englifh; but the event proved equally 
fnal to the Spaniards. A violent tempeft overtook the Armada afcer it paffed 
the Orkneys : The fhips bad already loft their anchors, and were obliged to keep r 

· . De1eate<i! •. 
to fea: The manners, unaccuftomed to fuch hard!lups, and not able to govern 
.fuch unwieldy veffels, yielded to the fury of the fiorm, and allowed their fhips to 
drive either on the wefiern iOes of Scotland, or on the coafi of Ireland, where 
they were miferably wrecked. Not a half of the navy returned to Spain; and 
the feamen, as well as foldiers,. who remained, were fo· overcome with hard. 
fhip and fatigue, fo difpirited by their difcomfiture, that they filled all Spain with· 
accounts of the valour of the Englifh, and of the tempe!.l:uous violence of that< 
ocean which furrounds them. 

SucH was. the miferable and difhonourable conclufi.on of an enterprize, which, 
had been preparing for three years, which had exhaufted the revenue and force of 
Spain, and which had long filled all Europe with anxiety or expectation., Philip, , 
who was a ilave to his ambition, but had an entire command over his countenance, 
no fooner heard of the mortifying event, which blafted all his fchemes, than he 
fell on his knees, and rendering thanks for that gracious difpcnfation of providence~ 
expreffed his joy that the calamity was not greater. The Spanifh priefts, wfi.o , 
had fo often blefi this holy crufade, and foretold its infallible .fuccefs, were fame
what at a lofs to account for the victory gained over the catholic monarch by exQ 
communicated heretics and an execrable ufurper : But they at !aft difcovered, that 
all the calamities of the Spaniards had proceeded from their allowing the infidel , 
Moors' to live among them*. 

SooN, 

* Strype, vol. iii. p. 5 z 5. On the fourth of September, foon after the difperfion of the Spanifh 
Armada, died the earl of Leicefter, the ~een's great, but unworthy, Lvourite. Her ~fft-J:ion to 
him continued to the lafl:. He had difcovered no conduCt in any of his military enterprizes ; and was 
fufpeCl:ed of cowardice : Yet lhe entrufl:ed him with the command of her armies during the danger of 

''the Spanifh invafion; a partiality, which might have proved fatal to her, had the duke of Parma been 
able to land his troops in England. She had even ordered a commiilion to be drawn for him, coniti~ 
tu.ting him her lieutenant in the kingdoms of England and Ireland ; but Burleigh and Hatton repre-

' f,nted,, 
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Lhap V SooN after the defeat ar.d difperfion of the Spanifh Ar.rada, the OEren fum· 
1 .5~9· . maned a new Parliament; and received from them a fupply of two fubfiJies and 

+th f ec.n,ary. f bl . f Th" . h fi ft . four fi tcenths raya e In our years. IS IS t e r m(lance that fubfidies 
were doubled in one fupply; and fo unufual a conceffion was probably obtained 
from the juy of the prtfent fuc(efs, and from the general fer& of the ~1een's 
t~eceffirits. Some members objeCted to this heavy charge, on account of the great 
burthen of loans, which had lately been impofed upon them*. 

A Parliament. ELIZABETH forefaw, that this houfe of commom, like a1l the foregoing, would 
be governed by the puritans ; and therefore, to obviHe their entcrprizes, fhe 
renewed, at the beginning of the feffiol'), her ufual injunction, that the parliament 
1hould not, on any account, prefume to treat of matters ecc~efiall:ical. Notwith
ftanding this ll:riCl:. inhibition, the zeal of one Damport moved him to prefeot a 
bill to the commons for remedying the grievances, and reftraining the tyranny, of 

feJ,ted to her the danger of entrnfl.ing fuch unlimited authodty in the hands of any fubjttl', and pre

vented tr e e::ecution of that defign. No wonder, that a cond Let, fo unlike the ufual jealoufy of Eli. 
zabeth, ga,·e reafon to fufpeet, th t her partialicy was founded on fome other paHion than friendiliip. 
But Elizabeth feemed to carry her aff~Ciion to Leicefter no farther than the grave: ~he ordered h s 
goods to be difpofed of at a publ:c fale, to reimburfe herfelf of fame morey which he owe.d her; and 
her ufual attention to money was obfervecl to prevail over her rega:d to the memory of the decea{eJ. 
Th"s earl was a great hypocrite, a pntender to the ftrieteft religion, an encot..ragLr of the puri·am, 
and a founder of hofpitals. 

"' Strype, vol. iii. p. 5+2• Id. apfend. p. 239· There are fome iingular p<ifages in this !aft fpeech. 
which may be worth taking notice of; efpecially as they came from a member who was no courtier: 
For he argues againft the fubiidy. " And firfl:," fays he, " for the necejJity thereof, I cannot deny, 
" but if it were a charge impofed upon us by her majefty's commandmtnt, or a demand proce,ding 
" from her majefty by way of requeft, that l think there is not one among us all? either fo difobedient 
" a fubjeet in regard of our duty, or fo unthankful a man in refpeet of the ireftim,,b]e benefits which 
" by her or fmm her we have received, which \Wuld not with frank confent, both of voice and 
" heart, moll willingly fubmit himfelf thereunto, without any unreverend inquiry into the caufes 
" thereof., for it is continually in the mouth of us all, that our lands, goods, and lives are at our 
" prince's difpofing. And it agreeth very well with tbat polition of the civil law, which fayeth, 
" !f?.!!odomnia ngis .fun!. But how? Ita tamen, ut ~mnium jint. Ad 1egem enim potejlas omnium fer

" tinet; ad fngulos proprietas. So that a'tho' it be moll: true; that her majeil:y hath over ourfelves and 
" our goods, potrjlatem imperandi; yet it is true, that until that power command (which, no doubt, 
" will not command without very juH caufe} every fubjeft hath his own proprietatem pojJldmdi. Which 
" power and commandment from her majelly, wh ch we have not yet received, I t2ke it (faving 
" reformation) that we are freed from the caufe of nerejJity. And the caufe of neceffity, is the dan

" gerous eftate of the common wealth, &t.'' The tenor of the freech pleads rather for a general 
benevolence than a fubfidy : For the law of Richard the third againft benevolence was never conce·ved 
to have any force. The member even proceeds to affert, with fome precaution, that it was in the 

power of a parliament to refufe the King's demand of a fubfidy. And that there was an inftance oi 
that liberty in Henry the third's time near four hundred years before. Sub fine. 

the 
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the ecclefiafl:ical commiffion, W
1
' ich were certainly enormous: But when Mr. fecre

tary \Volley reminded the houfe of her majelly's commands, no one dudt fecond 
the motion ; the bill was not fo much as read ; and the fpeaker returned it back 
to Damport, without taking the leaft notice of it*. Some members of the houfe, 
notwithfl:anding the general fubmiffion, were even committed to cuftody on ac
count of this attempt t. 

THE imperiousconduct cf Elizabeth appeared fl:ill more cl:arly in another 
parliamentary traofaction. The right of purveya,Ke was an antient prerogative, 
by wnich the officers of the crown could at pleafure take-provifions for t11e 
houfbold from all the neighbouring counties, and could make ufe of carts and 
carriages ; and the price of thefe fervices was fixed and ftated. The payment of 
the money was often diftant and uncertain ; and the rates were always much in
ferior to the market price ; fo that purveyance, befides the flavery of it, was al
ways regarded as a great burthen, and being arbitrary and cafual, was liable to 
great abufes. We may fairly prefume, that the hungry courtic:rs of E~izabeth, 
fupported by her unlimited power, would be fure to render this prerogative very 
oppreffive to the people ; and the commons had, L1ft feffion, found it neceffary to 
pafs a biU for regulating thefe exactions : But the bill was loft in the houfe of 
peers t· The continuance of the abufes begot a new attempt for red refs ; and the 
fame bill was now revived, and fent up again to the houfe of peers, together with 
a bill for fome new regulations in the court of Exchequer. Soon after, the com
mons received a me!fage from the upper houft·, defiring ·them to appoint a com
mittee for a conftTence. At this conference, t'1e peers informed them, that the 
QJeen, by a meffi1ge, delivered by lord Burleigh, had exprelfed her difpleafme, 
that the commons fhould prefume to touch on her prerogative~ If there were any 
abufes, fhe faid, either in impofing purveyance, or in the practice of the court of 
Exchequer, her majefry was both able and -willing to provide due reformation ; 
but would not permit the Parliament to intermeddle in thefe matters ll· The com
mons, alarmed at this intelligence, appointed a new committee to attend the 
Qyeen, and endeavour to fatisfy her of their humb:e and dutiful intentions. 
Elizabeth gave a gracious recept.on to the committee : She expreffed her great 
ineftimable lcving care towards her loving fubjeCI:s; which, fhe faid, was greater 
than of her own felf, or even than any of them could have of themfelves. She 
told them, that fhe had already given orders for an enquiry into the abufes attend
ing purveyance, but the dangers of the Spani!h invafion had retarded the progrefs 
{)[ that dd1gn; that file had as much !kill, will, and power, to rule' her own 

* D'Ewrs, p. 43S. f Strype's life of Whitgift, p. z8o. Neal, vol. i. p soo. t D'Ewes, 

P· 4 34· tl Ibid. p. 44o. 
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houfhold as any fubjeB:s whatfoever to govern theirs, and needed as little the af
fiilance of her neighbours; that the Exchequer was her chamber, confequentiy 
more near to her than even her hou!hold, and therefore the lefs proper for them 
to intermeddle with; and that fhe would of herfelf, with the advice of her coun-

, cil anu the judges, redrefs every grievance in thefe matters, but would not permit 
them, by laws moved without her privity, to bereave her of the honour attend
ing-thefe regulations*. The iifue of this matter was the fame that attended all 
(:Onteils between Elizabeth and her Parliaments t. She feems even to have been 
more imperious, in this particular, than her predeceifors ; at leail, her more re-
mote ones : For they often permitted the abufes of purveyance II to be redreifed by 
law :j:. Edward the third, a very arbitrary prince, allowed ten feveral ftatutes to 

. be enacted for that purpofe. 
IN" 

'I(< D'Ewes, p. 44·+· t Si rixa 'eji, ubi tu puljas, ego <Vapulo tantum. Juven. t See the 
fiatutes under this head of purveyance. 

IJ We may judge of the extent and importance of thefe abufes by a fpeech of Bacon's again!! pur
veyors, delivered in the firll feffion of the fidl: parliament of the fubJequent ru~n. " Firft,' fa1s he, 
" they take in hand what they ought not to take; fecondly, they take in qumtF c a far grea•er propor

. •• tion than cometh to your majefty"s ufe; thirdly, they take in an unlawful nH ,. -·~•, in a manner, I fay, 
:• direflly and exprefsly prohibited by feveral laws. For the firft, I am a littie to alter their name: 

·" For inftead of takers, they become taxers : Infread of taking provifions for your majefiv's fervice, 
" they tax your people ad redimendam <Vexationem; impofing upon them and extorting from them divers 
" fums of money, fornetimes in grofs, fometimes in the nature of fiipends annu~lly p•id, m noceant, to 

" be freed and eafed of their oppreffion. Again, they take trees, which by law they cannot do ; timber 
« trees, which are the beauty, countenance and fhelter of men's houfes; that men have long fpared 

· '' from their own purfe and profit; that men efteem, for their ufe and delight, above ten times the va
" lue; that are a Jofs which men cannot repair or recover. Thefe do they take, to the defacing and 
" fpoiling of your fubjeCts manfions and dwellings, except they may be compounded with to their own 
•' appetites. And if a gentleman be too hard for them while he i~ at home, they will watch their time 

·"' when there is but a bailiff or a fervant remaining, and put the ax to the root of the tree, ere ever the 

•' mafter can i1op it. Again, they ufe a ftrange and moll: unjuft exaCtion in caufing the fubjects to pay 
" poundage of their own debts, due from your majefty unto them: So as a poor man, when he has 
"' had his hay or his woud, or his poultry (which perchance he was full loath to part with, and had 

" for the provi/ion of his own family and not to put to fale) taken from him, and that not at a juft 
« price, but under the value, and cometh to receive his money, he fhall have after the rate of twelve 

" pence in .the pound abated for poundage of his due payment upon fo hard conditions. Nay !2.rther 
'' they are grown to that extremity (as is affirmed, tho' it be fcarce credible, fave that in fuch perfons 
" all things are credible) that they will take double poundage, once when the debenture is made, 
"' and again the fecond time, when the ri1oney is paid. For the fecond point, moft gracious fovereign, 
" touching the quantity which they take far above that which is anfwered to your majefty's ufe; it is 
« affirmed unto me by divers gentlemen of good report, as a matter which J may fafely avouch unto 

« your n,ajefty, that there is no pound profit, which redoundeth untoyour majefty in this courfe but 

·' 6 ~ induceth and begetteth three pound damage upon your fubjeets~ befide the difcontentment. And 

" to 
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IN fo great awe did the commons ftand of every courtier, as well as of the 
-crown, that they dudl: ufe no freedom of fpeech, which, they thought, would 
give the leaft offence to any of them. Sir Edward Hobby fhewed in the houfe 
his extreme grief, that by fome great perfonage, not a member of the.houfe, he had 
been fharply rebuked for fpeeches delivered in parliament: He craved the favour 
of rhe houfe, and defired that fome of the members might inform that great 
perfonage of his true meaning and intention in thefe fpeches *. The commons, 
to obviate thefe inconveniencies., paired a vote, that no one fhould reveal the 
fecrets of the houfe t. 

" to the end they may make their fpoil more fecurely, what do they? Whereas divers flatutes dG 
" ftri.:tly provide, that whatfoever they take £hall be regiftered and attefied, to the end that by mak
'' ing a collation of that which is taken from the country and that which is anfwered above, their de
" ceits might appear, they, to the end to obfcure their deceits, utterly omit the obfervation of this., 
" which the law prcfcribeth. And therefore to defcend, if it may pleafe your majefiy? to the third 
" fort of abufe, which is of the unlawful manner of their taking, whereof this queiHon i; a branch; 
" it is fo manifold, as it rather afketh an enumeration of fame of the particulars than a profecution of 
" all. For their price, by Jaw they ought to take as they can agree with the fubjeCl:; by abufe they 
" take at animpofed and enforced price: By law, they ought to make but one apprizement by 'neigh
" bours iR the country; by abufe, they make a fecond apprizement at the court gate, and when the 
" fubjeCl:s cattle come up many miles lean and out of plight by reafon of their travel, then !they 
'' prize them anew at an abated price: By law, they ought to take between fun and fun; by abuft", 
" they ta1.::e by twilight and in the night-time, a time well chofen for ma1efaCl:ors: By law, thfy 
" ought not to take in the high-ways (a place by her majefl:y's high prerogative proteCl:ed, and by 
" ilatute by fpecial words excepted) by abufe, they take in the high-ways: By law, they ough-t 
" to fheiY their commiffion. &c, A number of other particulars there are, &c.'' Bacon's works, 

vol. iv. p. 305, 306. 

Such were the abufes, whid, E izabeth would neirher permit her Parliaments to meddle with, nor 
redrefs herfelf. I believe it will read.ly be allowed, th.1t this flight prerogative alone, which has paffed 
almofi unobferved amidil other branches of fo much greater importance, was fufficient to extinguifh 
all reguLr liberty. For what eJ.eCl:Jr, or member of .Parliament, or even juryman, duril: oppofe the 
\\iii of the courr, while he lay under the hfh of fuch an arbitrary prerogative? For a farther ac
count of the grievo~s and incredible orpreffions of purveyors, fee the journals of the houfe of com

mons, vol. i. p. 190. There is a !lory of a carter, which may be worth mentioning on this occafion. 
" A carter had three times been at Wind for with his cart to carry away, upon fum mons of a remove, 
" fome part of the fluff of her rnajdl:y's wardrobe; and when -he had rep:1ired thither once, tw:ce, 
" and t:1e third time, and that they of the w;udrobe had to:d him the third time chat the remove 
" held not, the carter, clapping h;s hand on his thigh, faid, f>o,w lfie, that the §0em is a ~JJcman 
'~ as 'V.-·e/1 as m)' wife. Which words be:ing overheard by her m<>je'ly, who then fl:oJd at the window, 
" fhe faid, What a ·villain is tl.•is? and fo fent him three angels to ll:op his mouth!' Birch's Memoirs, 

vol. i p. 155· • D'Ewes, p. 432• 433· 

t An aCl: was pafi'cd this feffion, enforcing the former ffatute, which impored twenty pounds a 
month on every one abfent fro;n public woifhip: B,Jt the p~na'ty w:1s rdhiCl:ed to tiYO thirds of the 
income of the recufant. zg Eiiz. cap. 6. 

VoL. IV. I 

Chap. V. 
1 5s9• 



HISTORY oF ENGLAND~ 

THE difcomfiture of-the Armada had begot in the nation a kind of enthufiaftic 
paffion for enterprizes againfl: Spain ; and nothing feemed now impoffible to be 
atchieved by the valour and fortune of the Engliih. Don. Antonio;. a prior of. 
Crato, was a natural fon of the royal family of Portugal, who, trufl:ing to the 
averfion of his countrymen againft the Cafl:ilians, had advanced a claim to the 
crown~ and flying firft to France, thence to England, had been encoumged both 
by Henry and Elizabeth in his pretenfions. A defign was formed. by the people, 

Exp.editpion not the court, of England to conquer the kingdom for Don Antonio :· Sir Francis 
agamft ortu- . . . . • 
gaL Drake and S1r John Noms were the leaders of this romantiC enrerpnze: Near 

twenty thoufand voluntiers :j: inlifted themfelves. in the fervice : And £hips were 
hired, as well as arms provided, at the fole charge of the adventurers. The 
~een's frugality kepr her from contributing more than fixty thoufand pounds 
to the expence ; and fhe only allowed fix of her fhips of war to attend the expe
dition *. There was more fpirit and bravery, than forefight or prudence, irn 
the conduct of this enterprize. The fmall ftock of the adventurers could not 
enable them to buy either provifions or ammunition fufficient for fuch an under~. 
taking: They even wanted veffels to Ctow the numerous voluntiers, who crowded 
to them ; and they were obliged to feize by force fome thips of the hanfe towns,. 
which they met with at fea: An expedient, which fet them fomewhat more at 
eafe in point of room for their men, but remedied not. the deficiency of their 
provifions t. Had they failed directly to Portugal, it is believed, that the 
good will of the people, joined to the defencelefs ftate of the kingdom, might· 
have enfured them of fuccefs: But hearing, that great preparations were making 
at the Groine for the invafion of England, they were induced to go thither, and 
deftroy this new armament of Spain. They broke into the harbour ; burned 
fame lhips of war, particularly one commanded by Recalde, vice-admiral.of 
Spain; they defeated an army of four or five thoufand men, which was affembled 
to oppofe them ; they affaulted the Groine and took the lower town, which they 
pillaged; and they would have taken the higher, tho' well fortified, had they 
not found their ammunitioA and pro.vifions beginning to fall lhorr. The young· 
earl of Effex, a nobleman of very. promifing hopes, who, fired with the thirft 
of military honour, had fecretly, unknown to the Queen, ftole from England, 
here joined the adventurers ; and it was then agreed by common confent to ~ake. 
fail for Portugal, the main object of their enterprize. 

t Birch's Memoin of ~een Elizabeth, vol. i. p. 61. Monfon, p. 267, fays, that there were only· 
fourteen thoufand foldiers and four thoufand feamen in the whole on this expedition: But the accoont 
~ontained in Dr. Birch, is given by one .of the moft confiderable of the adventurers. 

• Monfon, p. 1.67. t Ibid. p. 159. 
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THE Englifh landed at Paniche, a fea-port town, twelve leagues from Lifbon ; 
and Norris led the army to that capital, while Drake undertook to fail up the 
·river, and attack the city with united forces. By this time, the court of Spain, 
had got leifure to prepare againft the invaGon of the Engli!h. Forces were 
thrown into Lifbon : The Portuguefe were difarmed : All fufpected perfons 
·were taken into cuftody : And thus, tho' the inhabitants bore great affection 
to Don Antonio, none of them dared to declare in favour of the invaders. The 
Engliih army, however, made themfelves mafters of the fuburbs, which abounded 
with riches of all kinds ; but as they defired to conciliate the affeCtions of the 
Portuguefe, and were more intent on honour than profit, they obferved a {hiCl:: 
difcipline, and abftained from all plunder. Meanwhile they found their ammu
nition and provifions totally exhaufted ; they had not a fingle cannon to make a 
breach in the walls; the admiral had not been able to pafs fome fortreffes, which 
guarded the river; there wa~ no appearance of any infurreCl:ion in their favour; 
ficknefs from fatigue, hunger, and intemperance in wine and fruits had feized the 
army : So that it was found requifite to make all hafte poffible to reimbark. 
They were not purfued by the enemy; and finding, at the mouth of the river, 
fixty !hips laden with naval ftores, they feized them as lawful prize.; tho' they 
belonged to the Hanfe Towns, a neucral power. They failed thence to Vigo, 
which they took and burned; and having ravaged the country round, they fet 
fail and arrived fafely in England. Above the half of thefe gallant adventurers 
perifhed by ficknefs, famine, fatigue, and the fword *; and England reaped much 
more honour than profit from this extraordinary expedition. It is computed, that 
eleven hundred gentlemen embarked on board this fleet, and that only three hun
dred and fifty furvived thefe multiplied difafters t. 

WHEN thefe !hips were on their voyage homewards, they met with the earl of 
Cumberland, who was outward bound, with a fleet of feven fail, all equipped at 
his own charge, except one fhip of war, which the ~een had lent him. That 
nobleman fupplied Sir Francis Drake with fome provifions; a gene!'Ofity, which 
faved the lives of many of Drake's men, but which the others fuffered feverely 
for afterwards. Cumberland failed towards the Terceras, and took feveral 
prizes from the enemy ; but the richeft, valued at an hundred thoufand pounds, 
periihed in her return, with all her cargo, near St. Michael's Mount in Cornwal. 
Many of thefe adventurers were killed in a raih attempt at the Terceras: A d~
ftrucl:ive mortality feized the reft: And it was with difficulty that the few hands, 

which remained, were able to fteer the ihips home into harbour :j:. 

• Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 6L t Birch, Ibid. t Monfon, p. 161. 
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THo' the fignal advantages, gained over the Spaniards, and the fpirir, which 

thy infufed into the Englifh, gave Eiizc~beth great fecurity during the refl: of 
her reign, fhe could not forbear keeping an anxious eye on Scotland, whofe 
fituation rendered the revolutions of that kingdom always of importance to her. 

It might have been expetl:ed, that this high fpirited princefs, who knew fo well 

how to brave danger, would not have reta-ined that fufpicious jealoufy towards 
Scotland, with which, during the life-time of Mary, :fhe had been fo much agi:.. 

rated. James had indeed fucceeded to all his mother's claims; but he had not 
fucceeded to the favour of the catholics, which could alone render thefe claims 

dangerous*: And as the ~1een was now well advanced in years, and enjoyed 
the mofl: uncontrouled authority over her fu~jects, ic was not likely, that the 
King of Scots, who was of an indolent unambitious temper, would ever give 
her any difiurbance in the poffeffion of her rhrone. Yet all thefe circumflances 

could not remove her timr·rous fufpicions: And fo far from fatisfying the nation 

by a fettlement of the fucceffion, or a declararron of James's title, fhe was as 
anxious to prevent every incident, which might raife his credit or procure him 
the regard of the Englifh, as if he had been her immerliare rival and competitor. 
Mofl: of his mini!ters and favouriteS" were her penfioners; and as fhe was defirous 
to hinder him from rnaHying and having chiidren, fhe ob!ig:>d them to throw 
obflacles in the way of every alliance, even the mofl: reafonable, which could 

be offered him; and during fome years, ihe fucceeded in this malignant po· 
licy f. He had fixed on the eldefl: daughter of the King of Denmark, who 
betng a remote prince and not very powerfLII, could give her no umbrage; 

yet did ibe fo artfully crofs this negotiation, that the Danifh monarch, impari"ent 
of delay, married his daughter to the duke of Brunfwic. James chen renewed 
his fuit to the younger princefs; and flill found obflacles from the intrigues of 
Elizabeth, who, merely with a view of interpofing de'ay, propofed to him the 
fifter of the King of Navare, a princefs much older than himfelf, and entirt·ly def

titute of fortu;1e. The young King, befides the defire of fecuring himfelf by the 
profpect of ilfue, from thofe rraicerous attempts, too frequent among his fuf-jects, 
had been fo watched by the rigid aufteriry of the ecclefiallics, that he had another 
inducement to marriage, which is not fo ufual with monarchs. His impatience, 
therefort>, broke thro' all th~ politics of Eliz<1beth: The articles of marriage 

were fettled: The ceremony was pt'rformtd !,y proxy : And the princefs em· 
barked for Scotland; but was drove by a ftorm into a pon of Norway. This 
tempefl:, and fame others, which happened near rhe fame time, were univ,.rfally 

believed in Scotland and Denmark to have proceeded from a combination of the 

• Winwood, vel. i. p. 51. t Mel vii, p. 166, 177. 
Scotti!h 



E L I Z A B E T H. 245 

Scottifl1 and Danifh witches; and the dying confeffion of the criminals was fup
po:ed to p1ace the accufation beyond all controverfy *. James, however, tho' a 
great believer in forcery, was not deterred by this incident from taking a voyage, 
in order to conducr his bride home: He arrived in Norway; carried rhe Q_Jeen 
thence to Copenhagen ; and having palf~:d the winter in thac city, be brought her 
next fpring to Scotland, where they were joyfully received by the people. The 
clergy alone, who n, vcr neglc-Cted an opportunity of vexing him, made oppolltion 
to the Q.:!een's coronation, on account of the ceremony of anointing her, which 
they alleged, was either a Jewifh or a popi!h rite; and therefore utterly anti~ 

chriflian ;•nd unlawful. But James was as much bent on the ceremony, as they 
were averfe to it; and after much contro.verfy and many intrigues, his authority, 
which had not ofcen happened, at !aft prevailed over tbeir oppofit:on t. 

C H A P. VI. 

French o.ffairs.-Murder of the duke of Guifi.--Murder of Henry 
the tbird.--Progrifs of Henry the fourth.--Na'val enterprizes 
againft Spain.--A Parliament.--Hemy the fourth embraces the 
catholic religion.·--Scots ajfairs.--Naval cnterprizes.-./1 
Parliament.---Peace of Vervins.--'I'he earl of Effex. 

A FTER a flare of great anxiety and many difficulties, Elizabeth had at 
length reached a firuation, where, tho' her affairs 11:ill required attention, 

1590
" 

and found employment for her active temper, i11e was removed from all danger 
of any immediate revolution, and might re-gard the efforts of her enemies with 
fome degree of confidence and f-curiry. He:r fuccefSful and prudent ad·llinillra-
tion had gained her, t'ogether with the admiration of fureigner~, the affeCtions of 
her own fuhje{l:s; and after the death of the ~t'en of Scots, even the Cdtholic~, 

however dlfcontented. pretended not to difpute her title, or adhere to any other 
perfon as her riyal and competitor~ Jdmts, curbed by his factious nobilHy and 
eccletiallic~, polfelfed at home ve1 y little authority ; and was folicitous to remain 
on good ttrms with E'izabeth and the Englifh nation, in hopes that time, aided 
by his pat:ent tranquillity, would fecure him that rich fucceffion, to which his 
birth entitled him. The HollanJers, tho' o''er-matched in their contdl: with 

* MelviJ, p. 180" t Spotfwood, p. 381. 
Spain~ 
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Ch~p. VI. Spain, fiill made an obflinate refiftance ; and fuch was their unconquerable anti-
t59o. path y to their old mafters, and fuch the prudent conduCt of young Maurice, 

their governor, that the fubduing that fmall territory, if at all poffible, muft be 
the work of years, and the refult of many and great fuecelfes. Philip, who, in 
his powerful effort againO: England, had been tranfported by refentment and am
bition beyond his ufual cautious maxims, was now difabled, and O:ill more dif
couraged, from adventuring again on fuch hazardous enterprizes. The fituation 
alfo of affairs in France, began chiefly to employ his attention ; bu~ notwith
ftanding all his artifice, and force, and expence, the events in th'!.t kingdom 
proved every day more contrary to his pretcnfions, and more favourable to the 
friends and confederates of England. 

Frenchaffairs. THE violence of the League having conftrained Henry to declare war againft 

M11rr1er of 
the d .ke of 
GuiCe:. 

the Hugonots, thefe religioniO:s feemed expofed to the utmoft danger; and Eli. 
zabeth, fenfible of the inti'mate connection between her own interefts and thofe 
of that party, had fupported the King of Navarre by her negociations in Ger
many, and O:ill more by large fums of money, which fhe remitred for levying 
forces in that country. That heroic prince, not difcouraged by the great fupe
riority of his enemies, took the field; and in the year 1587 gained, at Coutras, 
a complete viCtory over the army of the French King; but as his allies, the Ger
mans, were at the fame time difcomGted by the army of the League, under the 
duke of Guife, his fituation, notwithO:anding his viCtory, feemed frill as defpe
rate as ever. The chitf advantage which he reaped from this diverfity of fuccefs, 
was the divifions which, by that means, took place among his enemies. The 
inhabitants of Paris, intoxicated with admiration of Guife, and ftrongly preju
diced againft their King, whofe intentions had become fufpicious to them, took 
to arms, and obliged Henry to fly for his fafety. That prince, dilfembling his 
refentment, entered into negociation with the League ; and having conferred 
many high offices on Guife and his partizans, fummoned an affembly of the O:ates 
at Blois, on pretence of finding means and experiments to fupport the intended 
war againft the Hugonots. The various fcenes of perfidy and cruelty which had 
been exhibited in France, had juftly begot a mutual diffidence among all parties; 

yet Guife, trufting more to the timidity than honour of the King, rafhly put himfelf 
into the hands of that monarch, and expeCted, by the afcendant of his own ge
nius, to make him fubmit to all his exorbitant pretenfions. Henry, tho' of an 
eafy difpofition, n<'t O:eady to his rtfolutions, nor even to his promifes, wanted 
neither courage nor capacity ; and finding all his fubtilties eluded by the vigour 
"of Guife, and even his throne expo fed to the moft imminent danger, he embraced 

more 
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more violent counfels than were natural to him, and ordered that duke and his Chap. VI. 
brother, the cardinal of Guife, to be alfaffinated in his palace. 1 59°· 

THIS cruel execution, which the neceffity of it could alone excufe, had nearly 
proved fatal to the author, and feemed at firll: to plunge him into greater dangers 
than thofe which he fought to avoid, by taking vengeance on his enemy. The 
partizans of the League were enflamed with the utmofr rage againfi: him : The 
populace every where, particularly at Paris, renounced all allegiance to him : 
The ecclefiafi:ics and the preachers filled all· places with execrations againfi: his 
name : And the moil: powerful cities, and moil: opulent provinces, appeared 
to combine in a refolution of renouncing monarchy, or of changing their mo
narch. Henry, finding Oender refources among his catholic fubjetl:s, was con
ftrained to enter into a confederacy with the H ugonots and the "King of Navarre: 
He enlifted large bodies of Swirs infantry and German cavalry : And being frill 
fupported by his chief nobility, he alfembled, by all thefe means, an army of near 
forty thoufand men, and advanced to the gates of Paris, ready to crulh the 
League, and fubdue all his enemies. The defperate refolution of one man di-
verted the courfe of thefe great events. Jaques Clement, a Dominican monk, 

inflamed by that bloody fpirit of bigotry which difi:inguilhes this century, and a 
great part of the following, beyond all other ages of the world, embraced the 
refol~tion of facrificing his own life, in order to fave the church from the per

fecutions of an heret1cal tyrant; and being admitted, under fome pretext, to the.Murder of 

King's prefence, he gave that prince a mortal wound with a knife, and was im- Henry the 

mediately put to death,. by the courtiers, who haftily revenged the murder ofthird. 

their fovereign. This remarkable incident happened on the firft of Augufi:, 

1589. 

THE King of Navarre, next heir to the crown, alfumed the government, un
der the title of Henry the fourth ; but fucceeded to much greater difficulties than 

thofe which furrounded his predecelf-or. The prejudices entertained againfi: his re
ligion, made a great part of the nobility d fert him ; and it was only by his pro
mife of hearkening to conferences and inftrutl:ion, that he could engage any of 

the catholics to adhere to hi5 undoubted tttle. The League, governed by the 

duke of Mayenne, brother ro Guife, gathered new force ; and the King of Spain 
entertained views, either of d;fmemtring the monarchy, or of annexing the 
whole to his own domir.wos. In chde diftrefsful circumftances, Henry addreffed 
himfelf to Elizabeth, a.1c founc1 h· r well d1fpofed to contribute to his affiftance, 

and to oppofe the rX·J:_,ref:. of th. carbolic League, and uf the King of Spain, 
her inveterate and dangerous enemies. To prevent the defertion of his Swifs and 

German troops, ihe nude him a p1dent of twenty-two thoufand pounds; a larger 

7 fum 
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fum than, as he declared, he had ever feen before: And lhe fent him a reinforce
ment of four thoufand men, under lord Willoughby, an officer of reputation, 
who joined the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by thefe fupplies, Henry march
ed directly to Paris; and having taken the fuburbs, fword in hand, he abandon
ed them to be pi.laged by his foldiers. He employed this body ofEnglilh troops 
in many othlr enterprizes; and found frill great reafon to praife their courage and 
fidelity. The time of their fervice being elapfed, he difmiffed them with many 
high commendations. Sir WilLam Drury, Sir Thomas Bafkerville, and Sir John 
Boroughs, acquired reputation this campaign, and revived in France the ancient 
fame of Engli.ih vaiour. 

THE army which Henry next campaign led into the field, was much iuf~rior 
to that of the League ; but as it was compofed of the chief nobility of France, 
he feared not to encounter his enemies in a pitched battle at Yvree, and he 
gained a complete victory over them. This fuccefs enabled him to blockade 
Paris, and be reduced that capiral to the !aft extremity of famine; when the 
duke of Parma, in confequence of orders from Philip, marched to the. relief 
of the League, and obliged Henry to raife the blockade. Having performF d 
this important fervice, he retired back to the Low Countries; and by his co :J 

fummate fkill in the art of war, performed thefe long marches in the face of the 
enemy, without affording the French monarch that opportunity which he fought, 
of giving him battle, or fo rrll:lch a·s putting his army once in diforder. The 
only lofs which be fuft:aineJ, was in the Low Countries; where prince Maurice 
took aJvantage of his abfence, and recovered fome towns which Parma had foc
merly conquered from the States *A 

THE fituation of Henry's affairs, tho' promiling, was not fo well advanced or 
eftabliChed as to make the ~een difconrinue her fuccours; and fhe WJ.s ftill more 
confirmFd in the refolution of fupporting him, by fame advantages gained by the 
King of S:.ain. The duke of l\1ercreur, governor of Britanny, a prince of the 
houfe of Lorraine, had declared for the League; and finding himfelf hard pre f. e 
f d by Henry's forc:s, he had been obliged, in order to his fecurity, to introduc 
fome Spanifh troops into the fea-port towns of that province. Elizabeth was 

* Th's vear the nation (uffcrcd a great lor, by the death of Sir Francis Walfingham, fecretHy rf 

11 :te; a man :qually celebrated for his ability and his intesr:~y. He had pafid thro' many employ
ments, had been very fru~al in his expences, yet died fo poor, that his family was obliged to gi\·e 
him a private burial. He left only one daugh!er, liril married to Sir Phi,ip Sidney, then to the earl 
or E1T~x. favourite to Q__:ccn ELzabeth, and Jafl:ly to the ead of Clanri arde of Ire: and. The fame 
year die I Thoma; R:indo!ph, who hacl bee 1 emp:oyed by the Q!:een in feveral embafiies to Scotlan i ; 
.as did alfo the earl of \VJ.m :c, elder brother to Leicefter. 

alarmed 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

alarmed with the danger; and forefaw, that the Spaniards, beGdes infefting the 
Englilh commerce by privateers, might employ thefe harbours as the· feat of their 
naval preparations, and might more eafily, from that near neighbourhood, than 
from Sp.1in or Portugal, project an invafion of England. She concluded, there
fore, a new treaty with Henry, in which lhe engaged to fend over three thoufand 
men, to be employed in the reduction- of Britanny, and ftipulated, that her charges 
Jhould, in a twelve-month, or as foon as the enemy was expelled, be refunded 
her*. Thefe forces were commanded by Sir John Norris; and under him by his 
brother Henry, and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger Williams was at the 
head of a fmall body which garrifoned Dieppe : And a fquadron of fhips, under 
.the command of Sir Henry Palmer, lay upon the coaft of France, and intercepted 
all the veffels belonging to the Spaniards or the Leaguers. 

THE events of war can very little be regulated before-hand by any treaty or 
agreement; and Henry, who found it neceffary to lay afide the projected enter
prize againft Britanny, perfuaded the Englifh commanders to join his army, 
and to take a fhare in the war which he carried on in Picardy t. Notwithftand
ing the difguft which Elizabeth received from this difappointment, he laid before 
her a plan for expelling the Leaguers from Normandy, and perfuaded her to fend 
over a new body of four thoufand men, to affi!l him in that enterprize. The 
earl of Effex was appointed general of thefe forces; a young nobleman, who, 
by many exterior accomplilhments, and frill more real merit, was daily advanc
ing in favour with Elizabeth, and feemed to occupy that place in her affections 
which Leicefter, who was now deceafed, had fo long enjoyed. Effex, impatient 
for military fame, was extremely uneafy to lie fome time at Dieppe unemployed; 
and had not the orders which he received from his miftrefs been fo pofitive, he 
would gladly have accepted of Henry's invitation, and have marched to join the 
Fiench army now in Champagne. This plan of operations was alfo propofed to 
Elizabeth, by the French ambaffador; but fhe rejected it with great difpleafure; 
and lhe threatened immediately to recal her troops, if Henry fhould perfevere 
any longer in his prefent practice, of breaking all concert with her, and attending 
to nothing but his own interefts :j:. Urged by thefe motives, the French King, 
at laft, led his army into Normandy, and laid fiege to Roiien, which he reduced 
to great difficulties. But the League, who were unable of themfdves to take the 
field againfi: him, had again recourfe to the duke of Parma, who received orders 
to march to their affiftance. He executed this enterprize with his ufual ability 

"" Camden, p. s6I. t Rymer, tom. xvi. p. u6. t Birch's Negotiations, p. 5. 
Rymer, tom. xiv. p. 123, q.o. 
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Chap. vr. and fuccefs ; aod, for the prefent, fruftrated all the projects of Henry and Eliza-
1 )9 2

• beth. This princefs, who kept frill in view the interefts of her own kingdoms 
in all her foreign tranfactions, was impatient under thefe difappointments, blam
ed Henry for his negligence in the execution of treaties, and complained, that 
the Engliih forces were thruil: forward in every hazardous enterprize :j:. J t is 
probable, however, that their own ardent courage, and their defire of diftin
guiihing themfelves in fo celebrated a theatre for war, were the caufe why they 
fo often enjoyed this perilous honour. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING the indifferent fuccefs of former enterprizes, the ~een 
was fenfible how nece!fary it was to fupport Henry againft the League and the 
Spaniards; and ihe formed a new treaty with him, in which they agreed, never 
to make peace with Philip, but by common confent; foe promifed to fend him 
a new fupply of four thoufand men; and he ftipulated to repay her charges in a 
twelvemonth, to employ thefe forces, joined to a body of French troops, in an 
expedition againft Britanny, and to confign into her hands a f~a-port town of that 
province,. for a retreat to the Engliih *. Henry knew the impoffibility of execut
ing fame of thefe articles, and the imprudence of fulfilling others; but finding 
them rigidly infifted on by Elizabeth, he accepted of her fuccours, and trufl:ed 
that he might eafily, on fame pretence, be able to excufe his failure in the exe
cution of his part of the treaty. This campaign was the leaft fuccefsful to Henry 
of all thofe which he had yet carr-ied on againft the League. 

Naval ent~r- Du i.ING thefe military operations in France, Elizabeth employed her naval 
pnzes aaawft . ll. S , d d d . h W ft I d" r. h s ain. o power agama pam, an eo eavoure to mtercept t e e · n ran trea!llres, t e 
P fource of that greatnefs which rendered Philip fo formidable to all his neighbours. 

She fent a fquadron of feven fhips, under the command of lord Thomas How
ard, for this fervice ; but the King of Spain, informed of her purpofe, fitted out 
a navy of fifty-five fail, and difpatched them to efcort the Indian fleet. They 
fell in with the Englifb fquadron ; and by the courageous obftinacy of Sir Ri
chard Greenville, the vice-admiral, who refufed to make his efcape by flight, 
they took one ihip, the firft Engliih man of war which had yet fallen into 
the hands of the Spaniards t. The reft of the fquadron returned fafely into 

England, 

:j: Cambden, p. s6z. * Rymer,vol.xvi. p. 151, r68, 171, 173• 

t This aCtion of Sir Richard Greenville is (o fin gular, as to merit a more particular relation. He 
was engaged alone with the whole Spanilh fleet of fifty-three fail, which had ten thoufand men on 
board; and fi'om the time the fight begun, which was about three in the afternoon, to the break of 
day next morning, he repulfed the enemy fifteen time>, tho' they com nually fhifteJ their veJiels, and 
boarded with frefh men, In the beginning of the aCtion he himfelf received a wound; but he con-

. . ~~ 
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England, fruftrated of their expectations, but pleafing themfelves with the idea 
that their attempt had not been altogether fruitlefs in hurting the enemy. The 
Indian fleet had been fo long detained in the Havanna, from the fear of the Eng
lifh, that they were obliged at laft to fet fail in an improper feafon, and moft of 
them perifhed by !hipwreck ere they reached the Spani!h harbours :j:. The earl of 
Cum'Qerland made a like unfuccefsful enterprize againil: the Spani!h trade. He 
carried out one !hip of the ~een's, and feven others, equipped at his own ex
pence; but the prizes which he made, did not compenfate him for the charges II· 

THE fpirit of thefe expenfive and hazardous adventures was very prevalent in 
England. Sir Walter Raleigh, who had enjoyed great favour with the ~een, 
finding his intereO: to decline, refol ved to recover her good graces by fome im
portant undertaking; and as his reputation was high in England, he perfuad
ed great numbers to engage with him as volunteers, in an attempt on the Weil:
Indies. The fleet was detained fo long in the Channel, by contrary winds, that 
the feafon was loil:: Raleigh was recalled by the ~een : Sir Martin Forbifher 
fucceeded to the command, and made a privateering voyage againil: the Spaniards. 
He took a rich carrack near the iOand of Flores, and deflroyed another *. 
About the fame time, Thomas White, a Londoner, took two Spanifh !hips, which, 
befides fourteen hundred chefts of quickfilver, contained above two millions of 
bulls for indulgences; a commodity ufelefs to the Engli!h, but which had coft 
the King of Spain three hundred thoufand florins, and would have been fold by 
him in the Indies for five millions. 

tinued doing his duty above deck till eleven at night, when receiving a frefh wound, he was carried 
down to be dreJied. During this operation he received a fhot in the head, and the furgeon was killed 
by his fiJe. The Englilh began now to want powder; all their fmall arms were broke or become ufe. 
lefs; of their number, which were but a hundred and three at firft, forty were killed, and almolt all 
the reft wounded ; their malls were beat overboard, their tackle cut in pieces, and nothing but a hulk 
left, unable to move one way or other. Jn this fituation Sir Richard propofed to the fhip's company, 
to rrnft to the mercy of God, not to that of the Spaniards, and to deftroy the fhip with themfelves, 
rather than yield to the enemy. The mailer-gunner, and many of the feamen, agreed to this def
perate refolution; but others oppofed it, and obliged Greenville to furrender himfelf prifoner. He 
died a fe~<- days after; and hi> !aft words were: " Here die I, Richard Greenville, with a joyful and 
" quiet mind ; for that I have ended my life as a true foldier ought to do, fighting for hi, COtJn
" try, ~een, religion, and honour: My foul willingly departing from this body, leaving behind 
" the hfl:,pg fame of having behaved as every valiant foldifr is in duty bound to do.'' The Spaniards 
]oft in rhi; fharp th~' unequal action, four fhips, and about a thoufand men, And Greenville's veiTel 
herfelf perifhed hon after, with two hundred Spaniards in her. Hackluyt's Voyages, vol. ii. part ii. 

P· I6g. Camd~n, P· s6s. 
t Monfon, p. 16 3• " Ib;d. P· I 6g. • Ibid. p. 165. Camden, p. 569. 
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Chap. VI. THIS war did great damage to Spain; but it was attended with confiderabie 
'593· expence to England, and Elizabeth's minifi:ers computed, that, fince the com

mencement of it, fhe had expended in Flanders and France, and on her naval 
expeditions, above- one million two hundred thoufand pounds*; a charge which, 
notwith!l:anding her extreme frugality, was too burthenfome for her narrow reve. 

h F b nues to bear. She fummoned, therefore, a Parliament, in order to obtain fup· 
9t e ruary. h . r. ft bl' 11.. . ply: But !he either thought her aut onty 10 e a hued, that !he needed to make 
AParlJament. them no conceffions in return, or fhe rated her power and prerogative above mo-

ney : For there was never any Parliament whom !he treated in fo haughty a man
ner, whom fhe made more fen!ible of their own weaknefs, or whofe privileges 
!he more undervalued. When the fpeaker, Sir Edward Coke, made the three 
ufual demands, of freedom from arrefi:s, of accefs to her perfon, and of liberty 
of fpeech ; !he replied to him, by the mouth of Puckering, lord-keeper, that 
liberty of fpeech was granted the commons, but they mufi: know what liberty 
they were entitled to ; not a liberty for every one to fpeak what he lifi:eth, 
or what cometh in his brain to tltter; their privilege extended no farther than a 
liberty of Aye or No: That fhe enjoined the fpeaker, if he perceived any 
irlle heads fo negligent of their own fafety; as to attempt reforming the church,. 
or innovating in the commonwealth, that he fhould refufe the bills exhibited to 
that purpofe, till they were examined by fuch as were fitter to confider of thefe 
things, and could better judge of them : That fhe would not impeach the free
dom of their perfons; but they muft beware, left~ under colour of this privilege, 
they imagined, that any neglect of their duty could be covered or protected: 
And that fhe would not refufe them accefs to her perfon ; provided it was upon 
urgent and weighty caufes, and at times convenient, and when lhe might have lei
fure from other important caufes of the realm t. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the menacing and contemptuous air of this fpeech, the 
intrepid and indefatigable Peter Wentworth, not difcouraged by his former in 
fuccefs, ventured to tranfgrefs the imperial orders of Elizabeth. He prefented 
to the lord-keeper a petition, in which he deli red the upper houfe to join with the 
lower in a fupplication to her majefty, for entailing the fucceffion of the crown ; 
and declared, that he had a bill ready prepared for that purpofe. This method 
of proceeding was fufficiently refpeC'tful and cautious; but the fubjett was always 
extremely difagreeable to the ~een, and what fhe had expref~ly prohibited any one 
to meddle with: She fent Wentworth immtdiately to the Tower; committed Sir 
Thomas Bromley, who haJ feconded him, to the Fleet prifon, t_ogetber with Ste-

~ Stry pe, vol. iii._ 
vens, 
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vens, and Welfh, two members, to whom Sir Thomas had communiCated his Chap. VI •. 

intention :1:· About a fortnight after, a motion was made in the houfe, to peti- 1 593.•· 
tion the ~een, for the releafe of thtfe members; but it was anfwered by all the 
privy counfellors there prefent, that her majefl:y had committed them for caufes 
beft known to herfelf, and that to prefs her on that head would only tend to the 
prejudice of the gentlemen whom they meant to ferve : She would releafe them 
whenever fhe thought proper, and would be better pleafed to do it of her own 
proper motion, than from their fuggeftion 11. The houfe willingly acquiefced in 
this reafoning. 

So arbitrary an act, at the commencement of the feffion, might well reprefs 
all farther attempts for freedom: But the religious zeal of the puritans was not· 
fo eafily reftrained ; and it infpired a courage which no human motive was able 
to furmount. Morrice, attorney of the court of wards, made a motion for re
dreffing the abufes in the bifhops' courts, but above all, in the high commiffion ;, 
where fubfcriptions, he faid, were exacted to articles at the pleafure of the per
lares; where oaths were impofed, obliging perfons to anfwer to all queftions with
out difl:inftion, even tho' they fhould tend to their own condemnation; and 
where every one who refufed entire fatisfatl:ion to the commiffioners, was impri
foned, without relief or remedy*. This p1otion was feconded by fome mem
bers ; but the minifl:ers and privy counfellors oppofed it; and foretold the con
fequences which enfued. The ~een fent for the fpeaker; and after requiring 
him to deliver Morrice's bill to her, fhe told him, that it was in her power to call 
Parliaments, in her power to diffolve them, in her power to give affent or diffent 
to any determination which they fhould form : That her purpofe in fummoning 
this Parliament was twofold, to have laws enacted for the farther enforcement of 
uniformity in religion,. and to provide for the. defence of the nation, againft the 
exorbitant power of Spain : That thefe two points ought, therefore, to be the 
()bjeCl: of their deliberation ; She had enjoined them already, by the mouth of 
the lord-keeper, to meddie neither with matters of ftate nor or religion ; an& 
fhe wondered how any one could be fo affuming, as to attempt a L,bjeCl: fo ex 1 

prefsly contrary to her prohibition : That ihe was highly offended with this pre
fumption; and took the prefent opportunity to reiterate the commands given by 
the keeper~ and to require, that no bill, regarding either ftate affairs, or re• 
formatio11 in caufes ecclefi.lftical, be exhibited in the houfe: And that in parti
cular the charged the fpeaker upon his allegiance, that if any fuch bills were of
f"<:red?. abfolutely to rtfufe them a reading, and not fo much as permit them to be 

:t D'Ewe,, p. 470. Townfend, p. 54t 
T1>w.nfend,.p. (io_. 

U D'Ewe:, p. 497, .l'k Ibid. p. +74" 
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Chap. VI. debated by the members *. This command from the ~een was fubmitted 
1593· f to, without arther queftion. Morrice was feized in the houfe by a ferjeant at 

arms, difcharged from his office of chancellor of the dutchy, difaHed from any 

praftice in his profeffion as a common lawyer, and kept for fame years prifoner 
in Tilbury caftle t. 

THE ~een having thus exprefsly pointed out, both what the houfe ihould and 
fhould not do, the commons were as obfequious to the one as to the other of her 
injunCtions. They pafftd a very fevere law againft recufants; fuch a law as was 

fuited to the fevere charaCter of Elizabeth, and to the perfecuting fpirit of that age. 
It was intitled, An aCt to retain her majefty's fubjeCts in their due obedience; and 
was meant as the preamble declare-s, to obviate fuch inconveniencies and perils as 
might grow from the wicked praCtices of feditious feCtaries and diq.oyal perfons : 
For thtfe two fpecies of criminals were always, at that time, confounded together 
as equally dangerous to the peace of fociety. It was enaCted, that any perfon, 
above fixteen years of age, who obftinately refufed, during the fpace of a month, 
to attend the public wodhip, ihould be committed to prifon; that if after ~-eing 
condemned for this offence, he perfift three months in his refufal, he muft abjure 
the realm ; and that if he eith. r refufe this cond1tion, or return afrer banilhment, 
he is to fuffer capitally as a felon, without b. nefit of clergy :j:. This law bore 
equally hard upon the puritans as upon the catholics; and had it not been im
pofed by the ~een's authority, was probctbly, in that refpeCt, very much con
trary to the private fentiments and incli:1ations of the m·ajori y in the houfe of 
commons. Very little oppofition, however, appears there to have been openly 

made to it II· 
THE expences of the war with Spain having reduced the ~een to great ne

ceffity of a fupply, the grant of fubfidies feems to have been the moft important 
bufinefs of this Parliament; and it was a fingular mark of the high fpirit of Eli
zabeth, that, while confcious of a prefent dependance on the commons, ihe opened 
the feffion with the moft haughty treatment of them, and cov:::t ed her weaknefs 
under fuch a lofty appearance of fuperiority. The commons rea'1ily voted two 
fubfidies and four fifteenths; but this fum not appearing fuffici,-nr to the court, a 
very unufual expedient was fallen upon to induce them to make an enlargement in 

* D'Ewes, p. 474• 478. Townfend, P• 6z. . tHey !in's Hiftory of the Prefbyterians, p. 320• 

t 35 Eliz. c. i. 
II After enaCl:ing this ftatute, the clergy, in order to remove the odium from themfelves, often took 

care that recufants fho.uld be tried by the civil judges at the affizes, rather than by the ecclefiaftical 
~~:ommiffioners. Strype's Ann, vol. iv. p. 264. 

their 
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their conctffion. The peers informed the commons in a conference, that they 
could not give their afftnt to the fupply voted, thinking it too fmall for the 
~een's occafions: They therefore propofed a grant of three fubfidies and fix: 
fifteenths, and defired a conference, in order to perfuade the commons to agree 
to this meafure. The commons, who had acquired the privilege of beginning all 
bills of fubfidy, took offence at this procedure of the lords, and at firfl: abfo
luteJy rejeCted the conference : But being afraid, on refleCtion, that they hadt 
by this refufal, given offence to their fuperiors, they both agreed to the conference 
and afterwards voted the additional fubfidy *. 

THE Q::!een notwithfranding this unufual conceffion of the commons, ended 
the feffion with a fpeech, containing fame reprimands to them, and full of the 
fame high pretenfions, which fhe had affumed at the opening of the Parliament, 
She took notice by the mouth of the keeper, that fame members fpent more 
time than was neceffary, by indulging themfelves in harangues and reafonings : 
And fue expreffed her difpleafure on account of their not paying the due reve
rence to privy counfellors, " who," fhe told them, " were not to be accounted 
" as common knights and burgeffes of the houfe, who are counfellors but during 
" the Parliament: Whereas, the others are franding counfellors, and for their 
" wifdom and great fervice are called to the council of the frate t." The ~een 
alfo, in her own perfon, made the Parliament a fpirited harangue; in which .!he 
fpoke of the juftice and moderation of her government, expreffed the fmall am
bition ihe had ever entertained of making conquefrs, difplayed the jufr grounds 
of her quarrel with the King of Spain, and difcovered how little fhe apprehended 
the power of that monarch, even tho' he ihould make a greater effort than that 
of his Invincible Armada. " But I am informed," added fhe, " that when he 
" attempted this laO: invafion, fome upon the fea-coafl:s forfook their towns, fled 
" up higher into the country, and left all nal<ed and expofed to his entrance: But 
" I [wear unto you, by God, if I knew thofe perfons, or may know of any that 
'' fhall do fo hereafter, I will make them feel what it is to be fo fearful in four
" gent a caufe :j:." By this menace, fhe probably gave the people to underfrand 
that fue would exercife martial law upon fuch cowards: For there was no fratute 
by which a man could be punifhed for changing his place of abode. 

THE King of France, tho' he had hitherto made war on the League with great 
bravery and reputation, tho' he had this campaign gained confiderable advan
tages over them, and tho' he was affifted by a confiderable body of Englifu un--

"" D'Ewes, p. 483, 487, 488. Townfend, p. 66. 
t D'Ewes, p. 466. Townfend, p. 48. 
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Chap. VI~ der Norris, who carried hoi.l:ilities into the heart of Britanny ; was become fenfible, 
159,3.. ·that he never could, by force of arms alone, render himfelf maf1er of his king-

·dom. The nearer his military fucceifes feemed to approach him to a full pof
feffion of the throne, the more difcontent and jealoufy arofe among thofe Ro
manifts who adhered to him ; and a party was formed in his own court to eleCt 
feme catholic monarch of the royal blood, if Henry refufed any longer to fatisfy 
them by declaring his converfion. This excellent prince was far from being a 
bigot to his feet; and as he deemed thefe theological difputes to be entirely rub
ordinate to the public good, he had tacitly determined, from the beginning, to 
come, fome time or other, to the refolution required of him. He had found, on 
the death of his predeceifor, that the hugonots, who formed the braveft and moft 
faithful part of his army, were fuch determined zealots, that, if he had, at that 
time, abjured their faith, they would infl:antly have abandoned him to the pre· 
ten !ions and ufurpations of the catholics. The more bigotted catholics, he knew, 
particularly thofe of the League, had entertained fuch an unfurmountable preju
-dice againfl: his perfon, and diffidence of his fincerity, that even his converfion 
would not reconcile them to his title ; and he muft either expect to be entirely ex
cluded from the throne, or to be admitted to it on fuch terms as would leave him 
little more than the mere fbadow of royalty. In this delicate fituation he had re~ 
folved to temporize; to retain the hugonots by continuing the profeffion of their 
religion ; to gain the moderate catholics by giving them hopes of his converfion ; 
to attach both to his perfon by conduct and fuccefs ; and he hoped, either that 
the animofity of war againfl: the League would make them drop gradually the 
quefl:ion of religion, or that he might, in time, after fome victories over his ene
mies and fome conferences with divines, make finally, with more decency and dig
nity, that abjuration, which mufl: have appeared, at 6rft, both mean and fufpici
ous to both parties. 

I
:r IV WHEN the people are attached to any theological tenets, merely from a general 
:..enry • 

embraces the perfuafion or prepoifeffion, they are eafily induced, by any motive or authority, 
c~tholic reli- to change their faith in thefe myfterious fubjects; as appears from the example 
g!On. of the Englifb, who, during fome reigns, generally embraced, without fcruple, 

the ftill varying religion of their fovereigns. But a nation, like the French, 
where principles had fo long been difplayed as the badges of faction, and where 
each party had fortified its belief by an animofity againft the other, were not 
found fo pliable or inconftant; and Henry was at laft convinced, that the ca
tholics of his party would entirely abandon him, if he gave them not immediate 
fatisfaction in this particular. The hugonots alfo, taught by experience, clearly 
faw) that his defertion of them was become entirely neceffary for the public 

fettlement ; 
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fettlement; and fo general was this perfuafion among them, that, the duke 
of Sully pretends, even the divines of that party purpofely allowed themfelves 
to be overcome in the difputes and conferences; that the King might more 
readily be convinced of the weaknefs of their caufe, and might more cordially 
and fincerely, at leafl: more decently, embrace the religion, which it was fo much 
his interefl: to believe. If this felf denial, in fo tender a point, ihould appear in-
credible, and fupernatural in theologians, it will, at leaft, be thought very na-
tural, that a prince, fo little inftrutl:ed in thefe points as Henry, and fo defirous 
to preferve his fincerity, ihould infenfibly bend his opinion to the neceffity of his 
affairs, and ihould believe that party to have the heft arg·_:ments, who could alone 
put him in poffeffion of a kingdom. All circumfl:ances, therefore, being prepared 
for this great event, that monarch renounced the proteftant religion, and was fo-
lemnly received by the French prelates of his party, into the bofom of the church. 

ELIZABETH, who was, herfelf, chiefly attached to the protefl:ants, by her in
terefl:s and the circumfl:ances of her birth, and who feems to have entertained 
[orne propenfity, during her whole life, to the catholic fuperflition, at leaft, t:) the 
ancient ceremonies, yet pretended to be extremely difpleafed with this abjuration 
of Henry ; and ihe wrote him a very angry letter, reproaching him with this 
interefl:ed change of his religion. Senfible, however, that the League and the 
King of Spain were fl:ill their common enemies, fhe hearkened to hi£ apologies ; 
continued her fuccours both of men and money ; and formed a new treaty, in 
which they mutually ftipulated never to make peace but by common agree

ment. 

Chap. VI. 
1593· 

THE intrigues of Spain were not limited to France and England : The never ... Scots affairs. 
failing pretence of religion, joined to the influence of money, excited new dif-
orders In Scotland, and gave freih alarms to Elizabeth. George Ker, brorher 
to the lord N ewbottle, had been taken, while he was making his palfage fecredy 
into Spain ; and fome papers were found about him, by which a dangf:tous con-
fpiracy of fome catholic noblemen with Philip wa~ difcovered. The earls of 
Angus, Errol, and Huntley, the heads of three potent families, bad entered into 
a confederacy with the Spanifh monarch ; and had ftipulate.d to raife all their 
forces, to join them to thirty thou rand Spaniih troops, which Philip engaged to fend 
into Scotland; and after re-efi:abli!hing the catholic religion in that kingdom, to 
march with their united power, in order to effeCtuate the fame purpofe in Eng-
land*. Graham of Fintry, who had alfo entered into this confpiracy, was taken 
and arraigned and executed. Elizabeth fent lord Borough ambaffador into 
Scotland, and exhorted the King to exercife the fame f~verity on the th~ce <::ads, 

• Spotfwood, p. 391. Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 190. 

VoL, IV. L 1 



Chap. vr. 
1 593· 

1594-· 

H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

to forfeit their efl:ates, and by annexing them to the crown, both increafe hi§ 
own demefnes, and fet an example to all his fubjects of the dangers attending 
treafon and rebellion. This advice was certainly very rational, but not eafy to 
be executed by the fmall revenue and limited authority of James. He defired,. 
therefore, fome fupply from her of men and money ; but tho' ihe had reafon to 
deem the perfetution of the three popifh earls a common caufe, he never could 
obtain the leaft affiftance from her. The tenth part of the expence, which fhe be
ftowed in fupporting the French King and the States, would have fufficed to exe
cute this purpofe, more immediately effential to her fecurity t: But ihe feems 
ever to have borne fome degree of malignity to James, whom fhe hated, both 
as her heir, and as the fon of Mary, her hated rival and competitor. So far 
from giving him affiHance to profecute the catholic confpirators, fhe rather con
tributed to his inquietude, by countenancing the turbulent difpofition of the earl 
of Bothwel t; a nobleman defcended from a natural fon of James the fifth. 
Bothwel more than once attempted to render himfelf mafter of the King,s per
fon ; and being expelled the kingdom for thefe traiterous defigns, he took fhelter 
in England, was fecretly protected by the ~een, and lurked near the borders, 
where his power lay, with a view of Hill enterprizing fome new violence. He 
fucceeded at laft in an attempt on the King; and by the mediation of the Eng1ifu, 
ambaifador, impofed very dilhonourable terms upon that prince: But James, 
with the authority of the convention of ftates, annulled this agreement as im
pofed by violence; again expelled Bothwel the country ; and obliged him to take
fhelter in England. Elizabeth, pretending ignorance of the place of his retreat,_ 
never executed the treaties, by which fhe was bound to deliver up all rebels 
and fugitives to the King of Scotland. During thefe diforders, encreafed by 
the refractory difpofition of the ecclefiaftics, the profecution of the catholic earls 
remained in fufpence ; but at lafl: the Parliament paffed an act of attainder againft 
them, and the King prepared himfelf to execute it by force of- arms. The 
noblemen, tho' they obtained a victory over the earl of Argyle, who acted by 
the King's commiffion, found themfelves hard preifed by James himfelf, and 
agreed, on certain terms, to leave the kingdom. Bothwel, being detected in a 
confederacy with them, forfeited the favour of Elizabeth, and was obliged to 
take lhelter, firft in France, then in Italy, where he died, fome years after, in 
great poverty. 

THE eftabliihed authority of the ~een fecured her from all fuch attempts as 
James was expofed to from the mutinous difpofition of his fubjects; and her enee 

t Spotfwood~ p. 393· Rymer, tom. xvi. p. Z35· t Ibid. p. Z57' zs8. 
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rnies found no other means of giving her any domefi:ic difl:urbance than by fuch 
traiterous and perfidious machinations, as ended in their own difgrace, and in 
the ruin of their criminal inftrurnents. Roderigo Lopez, a Jew, domefiic phy
fician to the ~een, being imprifoned on fufpicion, confeifed, that he had received 
a bribe to poifon her, from Fuentes and Ibarra, who had fucceeded Parma, lately 
deceafed, in the government of the Netherlands; but he maintained, that he 
h-1d no other intention than to cheat Philip of his money, and n~'ver meant to 
fulfil his promife. He was, however, executed for the confpiracy; and the 
~een complained to Philip of thofe difhonourable attempts Lf his minifters, 
but could obtain no fatisfatl:ion *· York and 'Williams, two Engliih traitors, 
were afterwards executed for a like confpiracy witt: Ibarra t. 

INSTEAD of revenging herfelf~ by retaliating in this l11ameful manner, Eliza

beth fought a more honourable vengeance, by fupporting the 'King of France, 
and affifting him in finally breaking the force of the League, which, after the con
verfion of that monarch, went daily to decay, and w:1s threatened with fpc·edy 
ruin and diifolution. Norris commanded the Englifh forces in Britanny, and af
fifi:ed ;tt the taking of Morlaix, ~impercorentin, and Breft, towns guarded 
by Spanifh forces in that province. ln every action, the EngliJh, tho' the-y had 
fo long enjoyed domeilic peace, difcovered a ihong military difpofition ; and the 
~een, tho' herfelf a heroine, found more frequent occaGun to reprove her ge
nerals for encouraging their temerity~ than for countenancing their fear or cau
tion :f:. Sir Martin Forbilher, her brave admiral, perifhed with many others, be
fore Breft. Morlaix had been promifed the Engliih for a place of rdreat ; but 
the duke d' Aumont, the French general, eluded this promife by maktng ir be 
inferted in the capitulation, that none but catholics ihould be admitted into that 

city. 

NEXT camp9-ign, the French King, who had long carried on hofi:illties with 
Philip, was at lafr provoked, by the taking Chatelet and Dourlens, arri the 
attack of Cambray, to declare w~r againft that monarch. Elizabeth, being 

threatened. ~ith a new invaGon in England, and with an infurretl:ion in Ireland, 
~ecalled moft of her forces, and fen~ Norris to command in this latter kngdom. 
Finding alfo, that the French League was almoft entirely diffolved, and thz;t the 
moil: confiderable leaders had made an accommodation with their prince, fhe 
thought that he could well fupport himfelf by his own force and valour, and 

• Camden, p. 577· Birch's Negot. p. 15. Bacon, vo!. iv, P• 38r. 
t Ibid. P• 578. 

L 1 2 

t Camden, p. s8z. 

Ihe 

Chap. VI. 
l 594· 

1595• 



Chap. VI. 
1 595· 

~597· 

260 H I S T 0 R Y o r E N G L A N D. 

fhe began to be more fp'aring in his caufe, of the blood and treafure of her 

fubjeB:s. 
SoME difgulls, which fhe had received from the ftates, joined to the remon

ftrances of her frugal minifl:er, Burleigh, made her alfo inclined to diminifh her 
charges on that fide ; and fhe even demanded, by her ambafi'ador, Sir Thomas 
Bodley, to be reimburfed all the money, which fhe had expended in fupport
ing them. The ftares, befides alledging the conditions of the former treaty, by 
which they were not bound to repay her, till the conclufion of a peace, pleaded 
their prefent poverty and difrrtfs, the great fuperiority of the Spaniards, and the 
difficulty of fupporting the war ; much more, of faving money to difcharge their 
incumbrances. After much negotiation, a new treaty was at laft formed ; by 
which the frates engaged to free the ~een immediately- from the charge of the 
EngUh auxiliaries, computed at forty thoufand pounds a year, to pay her annu
ally twenty thoufand pounds for fome years, to affift her with a certain number of 
fhips, and to conclude no peace nor treaty without her confent. They a1fo 
bound themfelves, on the conclufion of the peace with Spain, to pay her annu
ally the fum of an hundred thoufand pounds for four years; but on this condi
tion, that the payment fhould be in lieu of all debts, and that they fhould be 
fupplied, tho' at their own charges, with a body of four thoufand auxiliaries 

from England *. 

THE Q.:een llill retained in her hands the cautionary towns, which were a: 
great check on the riling power of the ftates ; and fhe committed the important 
charge of Fldhing to Sir Franci'i Vere, a brave officer, who had been much 
diftinguifhed by his valour in the Low Countries. She gave this gentleman the 
preference to Efiex, who expeCted fo hon:rurable a command; and tho' that earl 
was daily rifing both in reputation with the people, and favour with herfelf, the 
~een, who was commonly referved in the advancement of her courtiers, thought 
proper, on this occafion, to give him a refufal. Sir Thomas Bafkerville was fent 
over to France at the head of two thoufand Englifh, with which Elizabeth, by 
a new treaty, concluded with Henry, engaged to fupply that prince. Some 
ftipulations for mutual affifl:ance were formed by the treaty; and all the former: 
engagements were renewed. 

THIS body of Englifh troops were maintained. at the expence of ~he French 
King; yet did Henry efreem this fupply of confiderable advantage, on account 
of the great reputation a<:quired by the Engliili, in fo many fot:tunate enter-

• Camden, p •. 586,. 
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prizes, undertaken againft the common enemy. In the great battle of Turn- Chap. VI~ 
hoult, gained this campaign by prince Maurice, the Englilli__auxiliaries under Sir 

1
597· 

Francis Vere and Sir Robert Sidney had extremely difl:inguifhed themfelves; 
and the fortunate fuccefs of that day was univerfally afcribed to their difcipline 

and valour. 
THo' Elizabeth, at a great expence of blood and treafure, made war againfl: N~v,,J enter

Philip in France and the Low Countries, the moft fevere blows, which fhe gave pnzes. 

the Spanilh greatnefs, were owing to thofe naval enterprizes, which either fhe or 
her fubjetl:s fcarce ever intermitted during one feafon. In 1594, Richard Haw-
kins, fon to Sir John, the famous navigator, procured the ~een's commiffion, 
and failed with three fhips to the South Sea by the ftraits of Magellan: But his 
voyage proved unfortunate, and he himfelf was taken prifoner on the coaft of 
Chili. James Lancafter was fupplied the fame year with three !hips and a pin-
nace by the merchants of London ; and was more fortunate in his advent!Jres·~ 
He took thirty-nine fhips of the enemy; and not contented with this fuccefs, he 
made an attempt on Fernambouc in Brazil, where, he knew, great treafures were 
at that time lodged. As he approached the land, he faw it lined with great 
numbers of the enemy ; but nowife daunted with this appearance, he placed the 
ftouteft of his men in boats, and ordered them to row with fuch violence againft 
the fhore as to fplit them in pieces. By this bold action, he both deprived his 
men of all hopes of faving themfelves but by viCtory, and terrified the enemy, wha 
fled after a fhort refiftance. He returned home fafe1y with the treafure,_ which 
he had fo bravely acquired. In 1595, Sir Walter Raleigh, who had anew for-
feited the ~een's friend !hip by an intrigue with one of the maids of honour,.. 
and who had been confined in prifon for this mifdemeanor, no fooner recovered. 
his liberty than he was pulhed by his active and enterprizing genius to attempt 
fome great action. The fuccefs of the firft Spanilh adventurers againft Mexico. 
and Peru had begot an extreme avidity in Europe ; and a prepoffeffion univer-
fally took place, that in the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, a 
country as yet undifcovered, there were mines and treafures and riches far· 
exceeding any thing which Cortes or Pizaro had met with. Raleigh, whofe 
turn of· mind was fomewhat romantic and extravagant, undertook at his own 
charge the difcovery of this wonderful country. Having taken the fmall town of 
St. Jofeph in the if1e of Trinidado, where he found no riches, he left his lhip;. 
and failed up the river Oronnoko in pinnaces, but without meeting with. any 
thing to anfwer his expectations. On his return, he publilhed an account of this 
country, full of the greatefl: and mort palpable lies, that were ever attempttd tol 
be impofed on. the ~;redulity of mankind *. 
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THE fame year, Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Hawkins undertook a more 
'important expedition againft the Spanilb fettlemencs in America; and they car
ried with them fix thips (,f the Qm-en's and twenty more, which they had either 
fitted out at their own ch.1rges, -or which were furnifhed them by private adven
turers. Sir Thomas Ba!kr-rville was appointed commander of the land forces, 
Wt'ch they earned on board. Their firtl: defign was to attempt Porto Rico, 
where, they knew, a rich carrack was at that time fta[ioned; but as they had not 
preferved the requifire fecn~cy.., a pino:~ce, having {hayed from the fleet, was tak
en by the Spaniard~, and b~trayed the Intentions of the Englifh. Preparations 
were made m that iilancl to receive them ; and the Englifh fLt·t, notwithftanding 
the brave affaulr, which they made on the enemy, was repulfed with lofs. Haw
k:ns foon after died; and Drake purfued his courfe to Nombre di Dios, on the 
ifrhmus of Darien; where, having landed his men, he attempted to pafs forward 
to Panama, with a vie: w of plundering that place, or, if he found fuch a fcheme 
praCticable, of kcepmg and fortifying it. But he met not with the fame facility:, 
which had attended his fi, ft enrerprizes in thefe parts. The S~·aniards, taught by 
experience, had every where fortified the paifes, and had ftationed troops in the 
-woods ; who fo infefreJ the Engldh by continual alarms and fkirmifhes, that they 
were obliged to return, without being able to effeCtuate any thing. Drake himfelf, 
from th~ intemperance of the climate, from the fatigues of his journey, and from 
the vexation of his difJppointmenr, wag- feized with a diftemper, of which he foon 
after died. Sir Thomas Bafk.erville took the command of the fleet, which was in 
a very weak condition; and after having fought a battle near Cuba with a Spanifh 
fleet, of which the event was not decifive, he returned t9 England. Tbf' Spaniards 
fuffered fome 1ofs from this enterprize; but the Englifh reaped no profit *. 

THE bad fuccefs of this enterprize in the Indies made the En,;lifh rather at
tempt the Spanifh dominions in Europe, where, they heard, Philip was IT!aking 
great prepar~ tions for a ne~ invafion of England. A powerful fleet was equipped 
at Plymouth conGfring of an hundred and feventy vdfels, fe.venteen of which 
were capital fhips of war; the reft tenders and fmall veifels: Twenty fhips were 
added by the Hollanders. In this flee~ there were computed to be fix thoufan:d 
three hundred and Gxty foldiers, a thoufand volunteers, and fix thoufand fev.en 
hundred and feventy two feamen, befide the Dutch. The land forces were com

.. manded by the earl of Eifex. The navy by lord Effingham, high admiral. 
Both thefe commanders had expended great fums of their own in this armament: 
-Fm fuch was the fpirit of Elizabeth's reign. The lord Thomas Howard, Sir 

• Monfon, p. 167. 
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Walter Raleigh,. Sir Francis Vere, Sir Geor00'e Carew,· and Sir Coni?rs Clifford Ch vr· ap. •. 
had commands in this expedition, and were named a& a council to. the general 1597· 

and admiral *. 
THE fleet fet fail on the firft of June I 596; and meeting with a fair wind, bent 

their courfe to Cadiz, at which place, by fealed orders delivered to all the captains,._ 
the general rendezvous was appointed. They fent before them fame armed tenders, 
which intercepted every fhip, that could carry intelligence to the enemy; and 
they themtelves were fo fortunate when they came near Cadiz, as to take an Irifh, 
veffel, by which they learned, that that port was full of merchant !hips of great 
value, and that the Spaniards lived in perfect fecur'ity, without any apprehenfions 
of an enemy. This intelligence much encouraged the Englifh fleet, and gave 
them the profpect of a fortunate iffue to the enterprize. 

AFTER a fruitlefs attempt to land at St. Sebaftians on the weftern fide of the 
ifland of Cadiz; it was, upon deliberation, refolved by the council of war to 
attack the fhips and gallies in the bay. This attempt was deemed very rafh; 
and the lord admiral himfelf, who was cautious in his temper, had entertained 
great fcruples with regard to it: But Elfex ftrenuoufly urged the enterprize; and~ 
when he found the refolution at laft taken, he threw his hat into the fea, and 
gave fymptoms of the moft extravagant joy. He felt, however, a great morti• 
fication, when Effingham informed him, that the Q8een, who was anxious for. 
his fafety, and who dreaded the effects of his youthful ardour, had fecretly given, 
orders, that he fhould not be permitted to command the van in the attack t•. 
That duty was performed by Sir Walter Raleigh and the lord Thomas Howard ; : 
but Effex no fooner came within reach of the enemy, than he forgot the pro
rnife which the admird had exacted of him to keep in the mid ft. of: the fleet:_ 
He broke thro' and preffed forward into the thickeft of the fire. Emulacion; 
for glory, avidity of plunder, animality againft the Spaniards, proved:incentives. 
to every one ; and the enemy were foon obliged to flip anch,)r, ., and· retreat 
farther into the bay, where they ran many of their: fltips aground. Effex then 
landed his men at the fort of Punral; and immediately marched to the attack~ 
ef Cadiz, which the impetuous valour of the: Eoglifh foon carried fwurd in. 
hand. The generofity of Effex, which. was not inferior to his valour, made· 
him ftop the · flaughter, and treat his. prifoners with. the· greateft humanity,. 
and even aff<tbility and kindnefs. The Englifh made a rich plunder in the city;; 
but miffed of a much· richer by the refolution, which the. duke of Medina, the· 
~panilh admiral took, of fetting fire co tbe ihips, in order to prevent theirJall~. 

t. Monfou~ p. 196,. 



Chap. VI. 
1597· 

H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

ing into the hands of the enemy. It was computed, that the lofs, which the 
Spaniards fufl:ained in this enterprize, amounted to twenty millions of ducats *; 

befides the indignity, which that proud and ambitious people received, from the 
taking one of their chief cities, and defl:roying in their harbour a fleet of fuch 
force and value. 

EssEx, all on fire for glory, regarded this great .fuccefs only as a fl:ep tofu. 
ture-atchievements: He infifl:ed on the keeping poffefiion cf Cadiz, and he under· 
took with four hundred men and three months provifions, to defend the place till 
fuccours ihould arrive from England. But all the other feamen and foldiers 

I 

were fatisfied with the honour which they had acquired ; and were impatient to 
return home, in order to fecure their plunder. Every other propofal of Effex 
to annoy the enemy, met with a like reception; his fcheme for intercepting the 
carracks at the Azores, for affaulting the Groyne, for taking St. Andero, and 
St. Sebafl:ian: And the Englifh, finding fo great difficulty to drag this impatient 
warrior from the enemy, at la!l: left him on the Spaniih coaO:, attended with very 
few 1hips4 He complained much to the ~een, of their want of fpirit in this en
terprize; nor was !he pleafed, that they had returned without attempting to in· 
tercept the Indian fleet t; but the great fuccefs in the enterprize on Cadiz, had 
covered all their mifcarriages : And that prince&, tho' ihe admired the lofty ge
nius of Effex, could not forbear expreffing an eHeem for the other officers :f:. 
The admiral was created earl of Nottingham ; and this promotion gave great 
difgu!l: to Effex \1. In rhe preamble of the patent it was faid, that the new dig
nity was conferred on him, on account of his good fervices in taking Cadiz, and 
·defrroying the Spaniih iliips; a merit which Effex pretended to belong folely to 
himfelf: And he offered to maintain this plea by fingle combat againft the earl of 
;Nottingham, or his fons, or any of h!s kindred. 

THF. ;1tchievements in the fubfequent year proved not fo fortunate; but, as 
:the Indian fleet very narrowly efcaped the Englifh, Philip had frill reafon to fee the 
great haz.ard anJ difadvan!:age of that war, in which he was engaged and the 
f.Jperi)rity which t11e Englifh, by their naval power, and their !ituation, had ac
quired over him. T!1e ~een having received intelligence, that the Spaniards, 
.tho' their fleets were fo much !battered and deO:royed by the expedition at Cadiz, 
were preparing a fquadron at Ferro! and the Groyne, and were marching troops 
t'1ither, with a view of making an invafion on Ireland, was refolved to prevept 
.their enterprize, ani to deftroy the ihipping iR thefe harbours. She prepared a 

• Birch's Memcli•s, vol. jj, p. 97· 
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large fleet of a hundred and twenty fail, of which feventeen were her own fuips, 
forty-three were fmaller veffels, and the reft tend<;>rs and victuallers: She em
barked on board this fleet five thoufand new-levied foldiers, and added a thoufand 
veteran troops, whom Sir Francis Vere brought from the Netherlands. The 
earl of Effex, commander in chief, both of the land and fea forces, was at the 
head of one fquadron: Lord Thomas Howard was appointed vice-admiral of 
another; Sir Walter Raleigh of the third: Lord Mountjoy commanded the 
land forces under Effex : Vere was appointed marthal : Sir George Carew lieute-
nant of the ordnance, and Sir Chriftopher Blount firft colonel. The earls of Rut-
land and Southampton, the lords Grey, Cromwel, and Rich, with feveral other 
perfons of diftinB::ion, attended as volunteers. Effex declared his refolution, ei-
ther to deftroy the new Armada, which threatened Eng lana, or to perifu in the 
atcempt. 

Chap VI. 
1 597· 

THIS powerful fleet fet fail from Plymouth ; but were no fooner out of the har-9th July. 

hour than they met with a furious ftorm, which fuattered and difperfed them ; 
and before they could be refitted, Effex found, that their provifions were fo far 
fpent, that it would not be fafe to carry fo numerous an army along with him. 
He difmiffed, therefore, all the foldiers, except the thoufand veterans under Vere; 
and laying afide all thoughts of attacking Ferrol or the Groyne, he confined the 
objeCt of his expedition to the intercepting the Indian fleet ; which had at firft 
been confidered only as the fecond enterprize which he was to attempt. 

THE Indian fleet, in that age, by reafon of the imperfeCtion of navigation, 
had a ftated courfe, as well as feafon, both in their going out and in their return ; 
and there were certain iilands, at which, as at fixed ftages, they always touched, 
and where they took in water and provilions. The Azores, being one of thefe 
places, where, about this time, the fleet was expeCted, Effex bent his courfe thi
ther; and he informed Raleigh, that he, on his arrival, intended to attack Fayal, 
one of thefe iilands. By fame accident the fquadrons were feparated; and Ra
leigh arriving firf\: before Fayal, thought it more prudent, after waiting fome time 
for the general, to begin the attack alone, left the inhabitants :fhould, by farther 
delay, have leifure to make greater preparations for their defence. He fucceeded 
in the enterprize ; but Effex~ jealous of Raleigh, expreffed great difpleafure at 
this conduCt, and conftrued it as an intention of robbing the general of the glory 
which attended that action : He cafhiered, therefore, Sydney, Bret, Berry, and 
others, who had concurred in the attempt; and would have proceeded to infliCt 
the fame punifhment on Raleigh himfe!f, had not lord -Thomas Howard interpofed 
with his good offices, and perfuaded R,deigh, tho' very high-fpirited, to make 
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Chap. vr. fubmiffions to the general. Effex, who was placable, as well as hafi:y and paffi-
1 597· onate, was foon appeafed, and both received Raleigh into favour, and reftored 

the other officers to their commands *. This incident, however, tho' the quarrel 
was feemingly accommodated, laid the firfr foundation of that violent animofity 
which afterwards took place between thefe two gallant commanders. 

EssEx made next a difpofition proper for intercepting the Indian galleons; and 
Sir William Monfon, whofe ftation was the moft remote of the fleet, having 
fallen in with them, made the fignals which had been agreed on. That able offi
cer here afcribes Effex's failure of fuccefs, when he was fo near attaining fo mighty 
an advantage, to his want of experience in feamanfhip; and the account which 
he gives of the errors committed by that nobleman, appears very reafonable as 
well as candid t. The Spanifh fleet, finding that their enemy was upon them, 
made all the fail poffible to the Terceras, and got into the fafe and well fortified 
harbour of Angra, before the Englifh fleet could overtake them. Elfex inter
cepted only three !hips ; which, however, were fo rich as to re-pay all the char
ges of the expedition. 

THE caufes of this mifcarriage of Effex's enterprize, were much canvaffed in 
England, upon the return of the fleet ; and tho' the courtiers took party differ
ently, as they affeCted either Effex or Raleigh, the people, in general, who bore 
an extreme affeCtion to the gallantry, fpirit, and generofity of the former, were 
inclined to jufl:ify every circumftance of his conduCt. The ~een, who loved 
the one as much as fhe eft'eemed the other, maintained a kind of neutrality, and 
endeavoured to !hare her favours with an impartial hand between the parties. Sir 
Robert Cecil, fecond fon to lord Burleigh, was a courtier of very promifing 
hopes, much connected with Raleigh ; and ihe made him fecretary of ftate, in
ftead of Sir Thomas Bodley, whom Effex recommended for that office. But not 
to difguft Elfex by this preference, lhe promoted him to the dignity of earl mar
ilia! of England, an office which had been vacant ever fince the death of the 
earl of Shrewibury. Eifex might perceive from this conduct, that fhe never in
tended to give him the entire alcendant over his rivals, and might learn thence 
the neceffity of moderation and caution. But his temper was too high for fub
miffion ; his behaviour too open and candid to praCtife the arts of a court; and 
his free fallies, while they rendered him only more amiable in the eyes of good 
judges, gave his enemies many advantages againft him. 

THE war with Spain, tho' fuccefsful, having exhaufted the ~een's treafure, 
:Z.f.thOClober. !he was obliged to affemble a Parliament; where Yelverton, a lawyer, was chofen 

* Monfon, p. 173. t Ibid. p. 174· 
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fpeaker by the houfe of commons *. Elizabeth took care, by the mouth of Sir 
Thomas Egerton, lord keeper, to inform this aifembly of the neceffity of a fup
ply. She faid, that the wars formerly waged in Europe, had commonly been con
ducted by the parties without farther view than to gain a few towns, or at moft a 
province, from each other ; but the object of the prefent hoftilities, on the part 
of Spain, was no other than utterly to bereave England of her religion, her li
berty, and· her independance: That thefe bleffings, however, !he had hitherto 
been enabled to preferve, in fpite of the devil, the pope, and the Spani!h tyrant, 
and all the mifchievous defigns of all her enemies : That in this conteft !he had 
diiburfed a fum treble to all the parliamentary fupplies granted her; and befides 
expending her ordinary revenues, had been obliged to fell many of the crown 
Jands : And that !he could not doubt, but her fubjeCl:s, in a caufe where their 
own honour and intereft were fo deeply concerned, would willingly contribute to 
fuch moderate taxations as would be found neceffary for their common defence t. 
The commons granted her three fubfidies, and fix fifteenths ; the fame fupply 
which had been given four years before, but which had then appeared fo unufual, 
that they had voted it !hould never afterwards be regarded as a precedent. 

THE commons, this feffion, ventured to engage in two controverfies about 
forms with the houfe of peer~ ; a prelude to thofe encroachments which, as they 
aifumed more courage, they afterwards made upon the prerogatives of the crown. 
They complained, that the lords failed in civility to them, by receiving their 

* It is ufual for the fpeaker to difqualify him[clf for the office; but the reafons employed by this 
fpeaker are fo fingular, that they may be wonh tranfcribing. " My ell:dte," faid he, " is nothing 
" correfpondent for the maintenance of this dignity : For my father dying left me a younger bro
" ther; and nothing to me but my bare annuity. Then growing to man's efiate and fome fmall prac
" tice of the law, I took a wife, by whom I have had many children; the keeping of us all being 
'' a great impoverifhing to my dl:ate, and the daily living cf us all nothing but my daily indull:ry. 
" Neither from my perfon nor my nature doth this choice arife : For he that fupplieth this place 
" ought to be a man big and comely, ftately, and well-fpoken, his voice great, his carriage majeil:i
,, cal, his nature haughty, and his purfe plentiful and heavy: But contrarily, the fiature of my body 
'' is (mall, myfelf not fo well fpoken, my voice low, my carriage lawyer-like, and of the co:nmon 
'' fafhion, my nature foft and bafhful, my purfe, thin, light, and never yet plentiful, If De
'' mojlhmes, being fo learned and eloquent as he was, one whom none furpaffed, trembled to fpeak 
'' before Phocion at Athens ; how much more Jhall I, being unlearned and unfkilful to fupply the place 
" of dignity, charge, and trouble, to fpeak before fo many Phocions as here l:e! Yea, which i> tbe 
" greateft, before the unfpeakable majell:y and facred perfonage of our dread and dear fovereig n : 
" The ter.or of whofe countenance Wtll appal and abafe even the ftouteft hearts ; yea, whofe very 

- ~, name will pull down the greateft courage. For how mightily do the eftate and name of a prince 

" deject the haughtiell: ftomach even of their greateft fubjeCls r" D'Ewes, p. 549· 

t D'Ewes,p. szs, 527, Townfend, p. 79• 
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me!fages fitting with their hats on ; and that the keeper returned an anfwer in 
the fame negligent pofture: But the upper houfe proved, to their full fatisfatl:ion., 
that they were not intitled by ct1fiom, and the ufage of Parliament, to any more 
refpeCl: t. Some amendments had been made by the lords, to a bi11 fent up by 
the commons ; and thefe amendments were wrote on parchment, and returned 
with the bill to the commons. The lower houfe took umbrage at the novelty : 
They pretended, that thefe amendments ought to have been wrote on paper, not 
on parchment ; and they complained of this innovation to the peers. The peers 
replied, that they expeCted not fuch a frivolous objection from the gravity of the 
houfe; and that it was not material, whether the amendments were wrote on 
parchment or on paper, nor whether the paper was white, black or brown. The 
commons were offended with this reply, which feemed to contain a mot:kery of 
them ; and they complained of it, tho' without obtaining any fatisfaction :j:. 

AN application was made, by way of petition,. to the ~een, from the lower 
houfe, againft monopolies ; an aollfe which had arifen to an enormous height; 
and they received a gracious, tho' a general anfwer ;. for which they returned their 
thankful acknowledgments tl~ But not to give them too great encouragement in, 
fuch applications, fue told them, in the fpeech which fhe delivered at their diffo
lution, '' That with regard to thefe patents, fhe hoped, that her dutiful and' 
'~ loving fubjetl:s would not take away her prerogative, which is the chief flower 
" in her garden, and the principal' and head pearl in her crown and diadem ; but 
" that they would rather leave thefe matters to her difpofal +·" The commons· 
alfo took notice this feffion, of fome tranfatl:ions in the court of high com million; 
but not till they had previouily received permiffron from her. majefry to that 
purpofe §·. 

ELIZABETH had reafon to fore fee, rhar parliamentary fupplies would now be
come more neceffary to her than ever ; and that the chief burthen of the war with· 
Spain would thenceforth lie on England. Henry had received an overture for 
a peace with Philip ; but before he would proceed to a negociation, he gave 
inteiiigence of it to his allies, the ~een and the States r that, if poffible, a gene
ral pacification might be made by common confent anrl agreement. Thefe two· 
powers fent ambaffadors to France, in mder to remonfirate againfr peace with 
Spain ; the ~een, Sir Robert. Cecil, and Henry Herbert ; the States, J uftin 
Naffau, and John Barnevelt. Henry faid to thefe minifiers, that his moil early 

t D'Ewes, p. ~w. 5'40, ~So, 585. Townfend, p. 93• 94, 95· 
577· II Ibid. F· 570, 573· + lbid. p H7·· 

:t D',Ewes, p. 576, 
§.Ibid. P· 557• 558, 
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edu~ation had been amidft war and danger, and he had pa!Ted the whole courfe of 
h:s life either in arms or in military preparations : That after the proofs which he 
had given of his alacrity in the field, no one could doubt, but he would willingly, 
for his part, have continued in a courfe of life, to whiCh he was now habituated, 
till the common enemy was reduced to fuch a condition as no longer to give 
umbrage either to him or to his allies : That no private intereft of his own, 
not even that of his people, nothing but the mofl: inevitable neceffity, could 
ever induce him to think of a feparate peace with Philip, or make him embrace 
meafures which were not entirely formed with the approbation of all his confede-
rates: That his kingdom, torne with the convulfions and civil' wars of near half 
a century, required fame _interval of repofe, ere it could reach a condition in 
which it might fllffain i.tfdf~ much more fupport its allies : That after the minds 
of his fubj~tts were compofed to. tranq_uillity and accuftomed to obedience, after 
his finances were brought into order, and after agriculture and the arts were re-
frored, France, in.ftead of being. a burthen, as at prefent, to her confederates,. 
would be able to lend them effectual fuccours, and amply to repay them all the 
affiftance which ilie had received during her calamities: And tliat if the ambi-
tion of Spain would not at prefent grant them fuch terms as tliey fhould think 
reafonable, he hoped, that, in a little time, he fhould' attain fuch a fituation as 
would enable him to mediate more effectually, and with more decifive authority, 
in their behalf. 

THE ambaffadors were fenfiblc-, that thefe reafons were not feigned; and they 
therefore remon(hated with the ltfs vehemence againft the meafures which, they 
faw, Henry was dLtermined to purfue. The States knew, that that monarch was 
interefted never to permit their final ruin; and having received private affuran
ces, that he WOt.L; Hill, notwithftanding the peace, give them affiftance both of 
men and money, they were well pleafed to remain on terms of amity with hiin. 
His greatefl: concern was to give fatisfaction to Elizabeth for this breach of treaty. 
He had a cordial efteem for that princef's, a fympathy of manners, and a grati
tude for the extraordinary favours which. he had received from Her, during his 
great~ft difficulties: And he ufed every expedient to apolo~ze and. atone for that 
meafure, which neceffity extorted from him. But as Spain refuft:d' to neat wii:h 
the Dutch as a free fl:ate, a~.d Eliz1beth would not negociate without her a11y, 

Chap. VL 
1598. 

Henry found himfelf obliged to conclude, at Vervins, a feparate peace, by which Peace of 

he recovered poffeffion of all the places feized by Spain during the courfe ofthe Yervins. 

civil wars~ and procured himfelf leifure to attend to the domc:ftic fettlement of 
his kingdom~ His capacity for the arts of peace were not inferior to his military 
talents.; and, in a little time, by his frugality,. order, and wife government, 
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he raifed France, from the defolation and mifery in which fhe was at prefent in
volved, to a more flourifhing condition than fhe had ever before enjoyed. 

THE ~een knew, that it would be alfo in her power, whenever fhe pleafed, 
to conclude the war on equitable terms, and that Philip, having no pretenfions 
upon her, would be glad to free himfelf from an enemy who had foiled him in 
every conteft, and who had it frill fo much in her power to make him feel the 
weight of her arms. Some of her wifeft counfellors, particularly the lord trea
furer, advifed her to embrace pacific meafures; and fet before her the advantages 
of tranquillity, fecurity, and frugality, as more confiderable than any fuccefs 
which could attend the greateft viCtories. But that high-fpirited princefs, tho' fhe 
was at firft averfe to the war, feemed now to have attained fuch an afcendant over 
the enemy, that fhe was unwilling to flop the courfe of her profperous fJrtune. 
She confidered, that her fituation, and her paft victories, had given her entire 
fecurity againft any dangerous invafion ; and the war muft henceforth be conducted 
by fudden enterprizes, and naval expeditions, in which fhe poffeffed an undoubted 
fuperiority : That the weak condition of Philip in the Indies, opened to her the 
view of the moft defirable advantages; and the yearly return of his treafure by 
fea, afforded a continual profpeCl: of important, tho' more temporary, fucceffes: 
That, after his peace with France, if fhe alfo fhould confent to an accommoda
tion, he would be able to turn all his force againft the revolted provinces of the 
Netherlands, which, tho' they had furprizingly increafed their power by com
merce and good government, were ftill unable, if not fupported by their confe
derates, to maintain the war againfl: fo mighty a monarchy : And that as her de
fence of that commonwealth was the original ground of the quarrel, it was unfafe, 
as well as difhonourable, to abandon their caufe, till fhe had placed them in a ftate 
of greater fecurity. 

THESE reafons were frequently inculcated on her by the earl of Effex, whofe 
paffion for glory, as well as his military talents, made him earnefily defire the 
continuance of that war from which he expeCted to reap fo much advantage and 
diftinB.ion. The rivalfhip between this nobleman and lord Burleigh, made each 
of them infiO: the more ftrenuoui1y on his own councils; and as Effex's perfon 
was agreeable to the ~1een, as well as his advice conformable to her inclinations, 
the favourite feemed daily to acquire an afcendant over the minifl:er. Had he been 
endowed with caution and felf-command, equal to his fhining qualities, he would 
have fo riveted himfelf in the ~een,s confidence, that none of his enemies had 
ever been able to impeach his credit: But his lofty fpirit could ill fubmit to that 
implicit deference which her temper required, and which fhe had ever been ac-

5 .cufiomed 
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cufl:omed to receive from all her fubjeCl:s. Being once engaged in a difpute with 
her, about the choice of a governor for Ireland, he was fo heated in the argument, 
that he entirely forgot the rules both of duty and civility; and turned his back 
upon her in a contemptuous manner. Her anger, which was naturally prompt 
and violent, rofe at this provocation ; and fhe infl:antly gave him a box on the 
ear ; adding a paffionate expreffion, fuited to his impertinence. Infl:ead of recol
lecting ·himfelf, and making the fubmiffions due to her fex and fl:ation, he clapped 
his hand to his f word, and f wore he would not bear fuch ufage, were it from Hen
ry the eighth himfelf; an~, in a great paffion, he immediately withdrew from 
court. Egerton, the chancellor, who loved Effex, exhorted him to repair hi~ 
indifcretion by proper acknowledgments ; and entreated him not to give that 
triumph to his enemies, that affliction to his friends, which mufl: enfue by his 
fupporting a contefl: with his fovereign, and deferring the fervice of his country : 
But Eifex was deeply fl:ung with the difhonour which he had received ; and feem
ed to think, that an infult, which might be pardoned a woman, was become a 
mortal affront when it came from his fovereign. " If the vileft ofall indignities,'~ 
[aid he, " is done me, does religion enforce me to fue for pardon ? Doth God 
" require it ? Is it impiety not to do it? Why ? Cannot princes err? Cannot 
" fubjetl.s receive wrong? Is an earthly power infinite? Pardon me, my lord, 
" I can never fubfcribe to thefe principles. Let Solomon's fool laugh when he 
" is fl:ricken ; let thofe that mean to make their profit of princes, fhew no fenfe 
~' of princes' injuries: Let them acknowledge an infinite abfolutenefs on earth, 
" that do not believe an abfo!ute lnfinitenefs in heaven." (alluding, probably, to 
the character and conduct of Sir Walter Raleigh, who lay under the reproach 
of impiety) " As for me," continued he, " I have received wrong, I feel it: 
,, My caufe is good, I know it; and whatfoever happens, all the powers on earth 
~' can never exert more fl:rength and conflancy in oppreffing, than I can !hew in 
" fuffering every thing that can or ihall be impofed upon me. Your lordfhip, 
" in the beginning of your letter, makes me a player, and yourfelf a looker on : 
" And me a player of my own game, fo you may fee more than I ~ But give me 
~' leave to tell you, that fince you do but fee and I do fuffer, I mul1 of neceffity 
~' feel more than you*." 

THIS 

* Cabbala, P• 234. Birch's Memoirs, val. ii. p. 386, Speed, p. 877. The whole letter is 
fo curious and fo fpirited, that the reader may not be difpleafed to read it, " My very good lord; 
" tho' there is not that man this day living, whom I would fooner make judge of any queftion that 
" might concern me than yourfelf, yet you muil: give me leave to tell you, that in fame cafes I muft 
4 ' appeal from all e~rthly judge:;: And if in any, then furely in this, when the higheft judge on 
~~ earth has impofed on me the heavieft punilhment without trial or hearing. Since then I muft either 

" anfwe~ 
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THIS fpiriteclletter was £hown by Effex to his friends; and they were fo im
prudent as to difperfe copies of it: Yet notwithftarnimg this additional provoca-

•' anfwer your lordJhip's argument, or elfe forfake mine own jull: defence, I will force mine aching 
" head to do me fervice for an hour. I mull: firfl: deny my difcontent, which was forced, to be an hu
" mourous difcontent; and that it was unfeafonable or is of fa long continuing, your lord/hip iliou'd ra
" ther condole with me than expoftulate : Nat ural feafons are expeCleJ here below ; but violent and 
<t unreafonable ll:orms come from above: There is no 1tempefl: equal to the pallionate indignation of a 
" prince; nor yet at any time fa unfeafonable as when it lighteth on thofe that might expeCt a h3tvefl: 
" of .their careful and painful labours. He that is once wounded, mull: needs feel fmart, till h;, hurt 
•• is cured, or the part hurt become fenfelefs: But cure I expeCt none, her m 1jefty's heart bei •. g ob
" durate againfl: me; and be ""ichout fenfe I cannot, being of fle{h and blood. But, fay you, I may 
u aim at the end : { do more than aim; for I fee an end of all my fortunes, I have fet an end to all 
'' my defires. In this courfe .do I any thing for my enemies r \\ htn I was at court, I fuund them 
" abfolute ; and, therefore, I had rather they fhould triumph a'one, than have me attendant upon 
" their chariots. Or do I leave my friends? When I was a courtier, I could yield them no fruit of 
" my love unto them ; and now, that I am a hermit, they !hall bear no envy fur their love towards 
·~ me. Or do I forfake myfelf, becaufe I do eojoy myfelf? Or do I overthrow my fortunes, becaufe 
" I build not a fortune of paper walls, ""hich every puff of wind bloweth down? Or do I ruinate 
" mine honour, becaufe I leave following the purfuit, or wearing the falfe badge or mark of the ilia
" .dow of honour? Do I give courage or comfort to the foreign foe, becaufe I referve myfelf to en
" counter with him? Or becaufe I keep my heart from bufinefs, tho' I cannot keep my fortune from 
u dedining? No, no, my good lord, I give every one of thefe confiderations its due weight; and 
" the more I weigh them, the more I find myfelf jufiified from offending in any of them. As for the 
" two laft objeCtions, that I forfake my country, when it hath moll: need of me, and fail in that in
"' diffoluble duty which 1 owe to my fovereign ; I anfwer, that if my country had at this time any 
" -need of my public fervice, her majefty, that govcrneth it, would not have driven me to a private 
" life. I am tied to my country by two bonds; one public, to difcharge carefully and induftrioufly 
" that truft which is committed to me ; the other private, to facrifice for it my life and carcafs, ... hich 
" hath been nouriilied in it. Of the firft I am free, being difmiJied, difcharged, and difabled by her 
" majefty : Of the other, nothing can free me but death; and therefore no occafion of my performance 
" fhall fooner offer itfelf but I !hall meet it half way. The indiJioluble duty which I owe unto her 
" majeily, is only the duty of allegiance, which I never have, nor ever can fail in: The duty of at
"' tendance, is no indiJioluble duty. 1 owe her maje!l:y the duty of an earl and of lord marilial of 
" England. I have been content to do her majefty the fen·ice of a clerk; but I can never {erve her as 
'' a villain or a flave. But yet you fay I mull: give way unto the time. So I do ; for now that I fee 
~' the ftorm come, I have put myfelf into the harbour. Seneca faieth, we mull: give way to Fortune: 
" I know that Fortune is both blind and flrong, and therefore I go as far as I can out of her way. 
" You fay, the remedy is not to flrive: I neither fl:rive nor feek for remedy. But, you fay, I muft 
•• yield and fubmit: I can neither yield myfdf to be guilty, nor allow the imputation laid upon me to 
" be jull: : I owe fo much to the Author of all truth, as I can never yield truth to be faliliood, nor 
" fallhood to be truth. Have I given caufe, you afk ; and yet take a fc;andal, when I have done ? 
" No: I gave no caufe, not fo much as Fimbria's complaint agaiofl: me; for I did totum telum corpore 

" recipere: Receive the whole fword into my body. I pat:ently bear all, and feufibly feel all that I 
" then received, wh.en this fcandal was given me. Nay more, when ther,vilefl: of all indignities are 
'" done unto me," &c. This noble letter, Bacon afterwards, in pleading againfl: EJiex, called bold 
2.nd prefumptuous, and derogatory to her majefty. Birch·s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 388. 
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tion, the OEeen's partiality was fo prevalent, that fhe £einfiated him in his for- Chap. VI. 

mer favour; and her kindnefs towards him appeared rather to have acquired new 1598· 

force from that ihort interruption of anger and refentment. The death of lord 4 AuguLl:. 

Burleigh, his antagonift, which happened about this time, feemed to enfure hirn 
a conftant poffeffion of the Queen's confidence; and nothing indeed but his 
own indifcretion could thenceforth have fhaken his well-eftablilhed credit. Lord 
Burleigh died in an advanced age; and, by a rare fortune, was equally regretted 
by his fovereign and the people. He had rifen gradually, from fmall beginnings, 
by the mere force of merit ; and tho' his authority was never entirely abfolute 
or uncontrouled with the ~1een, he was frill, during a courfe of near forty 
years, regarded as her principal minifter. None of her other inclinations or af-
fections could ever overcome her confidence in fo ufeful a counfellor; and as he 
had had the generofity or good fenfe to pay affiduous court to her, during her 
fifter's reign, when it was dangerous to appear her friend, fhe thought herfelf 
bound in gratitude, when fhe mounted the throne, to perfevere in her attach-
ments to him. He feems not to have poffeffed any fhining talents of addrefs. 
eloquence, or imagination; and was chiefly diftinguifhed by folidity of under-
ftanding, probity of manners, and indefatigable application in bufinefs : Virtues, 
which, if they do not always enable a man to rife to high ftations, do certainly 
qualify him befl: for filling them. Of all the OEeen's minifters he was the only 
one who lefc a confiderable fortune to his pofterity; a fortune not acquired by ra-
pine or oppreffion, but gained by the regular profits of his offices, and preferved 
by frugality. 

THE laft act of this able minifter was the concluding a new treaty with the Dutch; 8 Aagull. 

who, after being, in fome meafure, deferred by the King of France, were glad 
to preferve the ~een's alliance, by fubmitting to any terms which 1he pleafed to 
require of them. The debt which they owed the Q9een, was now fixed at eight 
hundr~d thoufand pounds: Of this fum they agreed to pay, during the war, 
thirty thoufand pounds a year; and thefe payments were to continue till four 
hundred thoufand pounds of the debt fhould be extinguifhed. They engaged 
alfo, during the time that England fhould continue the war with Spain, to pay 
the garrifon of the cautionary towns. They ftipulated, that, if Spain fhould 
invade England, or the iOe of Wight, or Jerfey or Scilly, they fhould affift her 
with a body of five thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe; and that in cafe fhe 
undertook any naval armament againft Spain, they fhould join an equal number 
of lhips to hers*. By this treaty the Q8een was eafed of an annual charge of 
an hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. 

* Rymer" vol. xvi. p. 3fO. 
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Chap. VI. SooN after the death of Burleigh, the Queen, who regretted extremely the 
1593. lofs of fo wife and faithful a minifter, was informed of the death of her capital 

enemy, Philip the fecond; who, after languifhing under many infirmities, ex
pired in an advanced age at Madrid. This haughty prince, defirous of an ac
commodation with his revolted fubjeB:s in the Netherlands, but difdaining to· 
make in his own name the conceffions requifite for that purpofe, had transferred 
to his daughter, married to the archduke Albert, the property of the Low Coun
try provinces : but as it was not expeCted, that that princefs could have any pof
terity, and as the reverfion, in cafe of the failure of her itfue, was ftill referved 
to the crown of Spain, the States confidered this deed only as the change of a 
name, and perfifted with equal obftinacy in their refiftance to the Spanifh arms. 
The other ftates alfo of Europe made no diftinetion between the courts of Bruf .. 
fels and Madrid ; and the fecret oppofition of France, as well as the avowed force . 
of England, continued to operate againft the progrefs of Albert, as it had done 
againft that of Philip. 

C H A P. VII~ 

State of Ire!and:-Tyrone's rebe!!ion.-E.!fex fent over to Ireland.
Ht's z'Jl fitccefs.-Returns to England.-Is difgraced.-Ht's in
trigues.-His z'n.furreClion.-His trial and executz'an.-Frencb 
aj{airs -Mountjoy's foccefs in lreland.-Difeat of the Spaniards 
and Irijh.--A Parliament.-Tyrone's fubmijjion.-ff<.yeen's jick-
n~fs-~1nd death-And cbaraCler.-Government, manners, com
merce, arts, and learning. 

T H 0' the dominion of the Engliili over Ireland, had been eftablifhed above· 
four centuries, it may fafely be affirmed,. that their authority had hitherto, 

been little more than nominal. The Irifh princes and nobles, divided among, 
themfelves, readily paid the exterior marks of obeifance to a power which they 
were not able to refift ; but, as no durable force was ever kept on foot to retain 
them to their duty, they relapfed frill into their former fiate of independance. 
Too weak to introduct~ order and obedience among the rude inhabitants, the 
Englifh authority was yet fufficient to check the growth of any enterprizing ge· 
nius among the natives : And tho' it could beftow no true form of civil govern-

5 ment,, 
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ment, it was able to prevent the rife of any fuch form, from the internal com- Chap. VII. 

bination or policy of the Irifh *. 1599· 

MosT of the Englifh inftitutions likewife, by which that inand was governed, 
were to the laft degree abfurd, and fuch as no ftate before had ever thought of, 
for the preferving dominion over its conquered provinces. 

THE Englifh nation, all on fire for the projetl: of fubduing France, a projetl:, 
whofe tuccefs was the moft improbable, and would to them have proved the moil: 
pernicious; negletl:ed all other enterprizes, to which their fituation fo ftrongly in
vited them, and which, in time, would have brought them an acceffion of riches, 
grandeur, and fecurity. The fmall army which they maintained in Ireland, they 
never fupplied regularly with pay ; and as no money could be levied from the 
iiland, which poffeffed none, they gave their foldiers the privilege of free quarter 
upon the natives. Rapine and info!ence inflamed the hatred, which prevailed be
tween the conquerors and the conquered: Want of iecurity among the Irilb, in
troducing defpair, nourifhed frill farther the iloth, fo natural to that uncultivated 

people. 

BuT the Englifh carried farther their ill-judged tyranny. Inftead of inviting 
the Irifh to adopt the more civilized cuftoms of their conquerors, they even re
fufed, tho' earneftly follicited, to communicate to them the privilege of their laws, 
and every where marked them out as aliens and as enemies. Thrown out of the 
protetl:ion of juftice, the natives could find no fecurity but in force; and flying 
the neighbourhood of cities, which they could not approach with fafety, they 
1heltered themfelves in their marfhes and forefts from the infolence of their inhu
man mafters. Being treated like wild beafts, they became fLJch; and joining the 
ardour of revenge to their yet untamed barbarity, they grew every day more in
tractable and dangerous t. 

As the Englifh princes deemed the conqueft of the difperfed Irilb to be more 
the objet!: of time and patience than the fource of military glory, they willingly 
delegated that office to private adventurers, who inlifting foldiers at ·their own 
charge, conquered provinces of that ifiand, which they converted to their own 
profit. St'parate jurifdicrions and principalities were eftablilbed by thefe lordly 
conquerors: The power of peace and war was affumed: Military law was exerci
fed over the lrifh, whom they fubdued, and, by degrees, over the Englifh, by 
whofe affiftance they conquered: And, after their dominion had once taken root, 
deeming the Englifh inftitutions lefs favourable to barbarous empire, they degene
rated into mere Iri01, and abandoned the garb, language, manners and laws of 
their native country :J:. 

* ..S.rJ. Davis, p. 5• 6, ;, &c. t Jd. p. 102, 103, &-c. ! Id. p. 133,134, &c. 
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Bv all this imprudent conduCl:: of England, the natives of its depe-ndant fiate, 
remained ftill in that abjeCt condition, into which the northern and weftern parts 
of Europe were funk, before they reGeived civi~ity and flavery from the refined 
policy and irrefiftable bravery of Rome. Even at the end of the fixteenth cen
tury, when every chriftian nation was cultivating with ardour every civil art of 
life, that iQand, lying in a temperate climate, enjoying a fertile foil, acceffible in 
its fituation, poifeifed of innumerable harbours, was frill, notwithftanding thefe 
advantages, inhabited by a_ people, whofe cuftoms- and manners approached near
tr thofe of favages than of barbarians. 

As the brutality and ignorance of the Iri!h was extr-eme, they were funk below 
the reach of that curiofity and love of novelty, by which every other people in 
Europe had been feized at the beginning of that century, and which had engaged 
them in innovations and religious difputes, with which they. were fti-11 fo violently: 
agitated. The antient fuperftition, the praCtices and obfervances of their fathers, 
mingled and polluted with many wild opinions, frill maintained an unlhaken em
pire over them ; and the example alone of the Engli!h was fufficient to render the 
reformation odious to the prejl}diced and difcontented Irilh. The old oppofition 
of manners, laws, and intereft, was now inflamed by religious antipathy; and 
the fubduing and civilizing that country feemed to become every day more; diffi
cult and more impraCticable. 

THE animofity againft the Englifh was carried fo far by the Irilh, that,_ in an 
infurreCtion, railed by two fans of the earl of Clanricard, they put to the fword 
all the inhabitants of the town of Athenry, tho' Irilh; becaufe they began to
conform themfelves to Englifh cufroms and infl:itutions, and had embraced a. 
more cultivated and civilized form of life, than had been praetifed by their bar
barous anceftors *. 

THE ufual reven1:1e of Ireland amounted only to fix thoufand pound5 a year t: 
The Q8een~ tho' with much repining t, commonly added twenty thoufand 
more, which lhe remitted from England : And with this fmall revenue, a body_ 
of one thoufand men was fupported, which,_ in extraordinary emergencies, was 
augmented to two thoufand II· No. wonder, t!:lat a force, fa difproportioned to 
the occalion, inftead of fubduing a mutinous. kingdom, ferved rather to provoke 
the natives,. and to excite thofe frequent infurreCtions and rebellions, which frill 

farther inflamed the animofity- between the two nations, and encreafed the barba-. 
rity and diforders, to which the Irilh were naturally fubjeet. 

'*' Camden, p. 4-)7· 
Sydney, vol. i. p. 85, zoo, 

t Memoirs of the Sydneys, ,·ol. i. p. 86. ! Cox, p. 342: 
II Camden, p. 542. Sydney, vel. i, ·P· 65, 109, 183, 184. 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

fN 1560, Shan O'Neale, or the great O'Neale, as the Irilli called him, be
caufe head of that potent clan, raifed a rebellion in Ulfter ; and after fome :fkir
mithes, was received into favour, upon his fubmiffion, and his- promife of a more 
dutiful behaviour for the future II· This impunity tempted him to undertake a 
new infurreCl:ion in 1567 ; but being pufhed by Sir Henry Sidney, lord deputy, 
he retreated into Clandeboy, and rather than fubmit to the Englifh, he put him
felf into the hands of fome Scots iilanders, who commonly infefted thofe parts 
by their incurfions. The Scots, who retained a quarrel againfl: him on account 
of former injuries, violated the laws of hofpitality, and murdered him in a fefti
val, to which they had invited him. He was a man equally noted for his pride,. 
his violences, his debaucheries, and his hatred of the Englifh nation. He is faid 
to have put fome of his followers to death, becaufe they endeavoured to introduce 
the ufe of bread after the Englifh fafhion §. Tho' fo violent an enemy to luxury'· 
he was extremely addiCl:ed to riot ; and was accuftomed, after his intemperance
had thrown him into a fever, to plunge his body into mire, that he might allay the 
flame, which he had raifed by former exceffes t. Such was the life led by this 
haughty barbarian, who fcorned the title of earl of Tyrone, which Elizabeth in
tended to have refl:ored ·to him, and· who affumed the rank and appellation of 
King of Ulfter. He ufed alfo to fay, that tho' the Q9~en was his fovereign lady,. 
he never made peace with her but at her feel<.ing ~· 

SIR Henry Sidney was one of the wifeft and mofr-active governors whom Ire~

]and had enjoyed forfeveral reigps *;.and he p.ofiefic:d his authority eleven years;! 
during which time, ~he fl:ruggled with many difficulties,_ and made fome progrefs 
in repreffing thofe diforders, which had become inveterate among that people. 

THE earl of Defmond, in 1569., gave him difl:urbance from the hereditary-ani
mofity which prevailed between that nobleman ,and the earl of Ormond, who. 
was defcended from the only fJmily, eftablifhed in Ireland, that had ever H:eadily 
maintained it~ loyalty to the Englifh crown+· The earl of Thomond, in r 5 70'"' 
attempted a rebellion in Connaught, but was obliged to fly into France, before 
l1is deGgns were ripe for execution. Stukeley, anocher fugitive, found fuch credit 
with the pope, Gregory the I 3th, that he flattered his holinefs with the profpetl: 
of making his nephew, Buon Campagna, Kingof Ii-eland ; and as if this pro
ject had air~ady taken effect, be accepted the tide of. marquefs of Leinfier .from. 
the new fovereign t· He paiTed next into Spain; and after having _received 
much encouragement and great rewards from Philip, who intended to make ufe 
of him as an inftrl.Jment to difrurb ~een Elizabeth, he was found to po!Iefs. 

11 Camden, p. 385, 391. § Ibid. p. 409. t Ib"d. p. 409. Cox, p. 3 z4. 'IT Ibid. 
p. 3 zr. "' Ibid. p. 3 so. + · Camd~n, p. +z+ t Ibd. p. 430· Cox, p. 354· 
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too little intereft for executing thofe high promifes, which he had made to that 
monarch. He retired into Portugal ; and following the fortunes of Don Sebaftian, 
he perifhed with that gallant prince in his bold but fatal expedition againft the 
Moors. 

LoRD Gray fucceeded Sydney in the government of Ireland; and, in 1579, 
fuppreffed a new rebellion of the earl of Defmond, tho' fupported by a body of 
Spaniards and Italians. The rebellion of the Bourks followed a few years afcer; 
occafioned by the ftriCl. and equitable adminiftration of Sir Richard Bingham, 
governor of Connaught, who endeavoured to reprefs the tyranny of the chief
tains over their vaffals *. The ~een, finding Ireland fo burthenfome to her, 
tried feveral expedients for reducing it to a ftate of greater order and fubmiffion. 
She encouraged the earl of Effex, father to that nobleman, who was afterwards 
her favourite, to attempt the fubduing and planting Clandeboy, Ferny and other 
territories, part of fome late forfeitures : But that enterprize proved unfor
tunate ; and Effex died of a difremper, occafioned, as is fuppofed, by the 
vexation, which he had conceived, from his difappointments. An univerfity was 
founded in Dublin with a view of introducing arts and learning into that king
dom, and civilizing the uncultivated manners of the inhabitants t. But the 
moft unhappy expedient, employed in the government of Ireland, was that made 
ufe of in I 58 5 by Sir John Perrot, at that time lord deputy: He put arms into 
the hands of the lrilh inhabitants of Ulfter, in order to enable them, without 
the affiftance of the government, to reprefs the incurfions of the Scots iflanders, 
by which thefe parts were much infefted t. At the fame time, the invitations 
of Philip, joined to their zeal for the catholic religion, engaged many of the 
gentry to ferve in the Low Country wars ; and thus Ireland, being provided 
both of officers and fo1diers, of difcipline and arms, became formidable to the 
Engli!h, and was thenceforth able to maintain a more regular war againft her an
tient mafters. 

HuGH O~NEALE, nephew to Shan O'Neale, had been raifed by the Q~een to 
the dignity of earl of Tyrone; but having murdered his couGn, fan to that rebel, 
and being acknowledged head of his clan, he preferred the pride of barbarous li
cence and dominion, to the pleafures of opulence and tranquillity, and fomented 
all chofe diforders, by which he hoped to weaken or overturn the Englifh govern
ment. He was noted for the vices of perfidy and cruelty, fo common among 
uncultivated nations; and was alfo eminent for courage, a virtue, which their 
diforderly courfe of life requires, and which, notwithftanding, being unfupported 

* Stowe~ p. 720, t Camden, F· 566. t Nanton's Fragmenta Regalia, p. 203. 
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by the principle of honour, is commonly more precarious among them, than Chap. VII •. 

among a civilized people. Tyrone, aCtuated by this fpirir, fecretly fomented 1599•· 
the difcontents of the Maguires, Odonnels, O'Rourks, Macmahons, and ot,her 
rebels; yet trufring to the influence of his deceitful oaths and profeffions, he put 
himfelf into the hands of Sir William Ruffel, who, in the year I 594, was fent 
over lord deputy into Ireland. Contrary to the advice and proteftation of Sir 
Henry Bagnal, marfhal of the army, he was difmiffed; and returning to his own 
country, he embraced the refolution of railing an open rebellion, and of relying 
no longer on the lenity or inexperience of the Englilh government. He entered 
into a correfpondence with Spain: He procured thence a fupply of arms and am-
n1Unition : And having united all the Irilh chieftains in a dependance upon him-
felf, he began to be regarded as a formidable enemy. 

THE native Irifh were fo miferably poor, that their country afforded few other 
commodities but cattle and oatmeal, which were eafily deftroyed or driven away 
on the approach of the enemy; and as Elizabeth was averfe to the expence requi
.fite for fupporting her armies, the Englilh found much difficulty in pufhing their 
advantages, and in purfuing the rebels into the bogs, woods, and other faftneffes, _ 
to which they retreated. Thefe motives made Sir John Norris, who commanded 
the ·Engli.fh army, the more ready to hearken to any propofals of truce or accom
modation made him by Tyrone; and after the war was fpun out by thefe artifices. 
for fame years, that gallant Englifhman, .finding that he had been deceived by 
treacherous promifes, and that he had performed nothing worthy of his ancient 
reputation, was feized with a languifhing diftemper, and died of vexation and 
difcontent. Sir Henry Bagnal,.. who fucceeded him in the command, was fiill 
more unfortunate. As he advanced to relieve thefort of Black-water, befieged· 
by the rebels, he was furrounded in difadvantageous ground ; his foldiers, difa 
couraged by part of their- powder's accidentally taking fire, were put to Hight ;-. 
and tho' the purfuit was ftopt by Montacute, who commanded the Englifh horfe, 
fifreen hundred men, together with the general himfelf, were left dead upon the· 
fpot. This victory, fo unufual to the Irifh, mightily raifed their fpirits, fupe 
plied them with arms and ammunition, and exalted the reputation of Tyrone, 
who affumed the charaCter of the deliverer of his country, and patron of Irifh. 
liberty*. 

THE Englifh council were now fenfible that the rebellion of Ireland was come 
to a dangerous head, and i:hat the former temporizing arts, of granting truces and 
pacifications to. the rebels, and of allowing them to purchafe pardons by refign
ing part of the plunder, acquired during their infurretlions, ferved onlyto encouG· 

* Cox, p. 4'5· 
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C11ar. vii. rage the fpirit of mutiny and diforder among them. It was therefore refolved 
1599. to pulh the war by more vigorous meafures; and the ~1een caft her eye on 

Charles Blount, lord Mountjoy, as a man, who, tho' hitherto lefs accufiomed 
to arms than to books and literature, was endowed, fhe thought, with talents 
equal to that undertaking. But the young earl of Effex, ambitious of glory, and 
defiro-us of obtaining this government for himfelf, oppofed the choice of Mount
joy ; and reprefented the neceffity of appointing, for that important employment, 
fame perfon more experienced in war than this nobleman, more praB:ifed in bufi
nefs, and of higher quality and reputation. By this defcription, he was under
flood to mean himfelf t ; and no fooner was his defire known, to be poifelfed of 
that government, than his enemies, even more zealoufly than his friends, con
fpired to render his withes effeCtual. Many of his friends thought, that he ne
ver ought 1:0 confent, except for a very fhort time, ro accept of employments 
which muft remove him from court, and prevent him from cultivating that per
fonal inclination, which the ·~een fo vifibly bore him :J:. His enemies hoped • 
. that if, by his abfence, fhe had once leifure to forget the charms of his perfon 
and converfation, his impatient and lofty demeanor would foon difguft a princefs, 
who ufually exacted fuch profound fubmiffion and implicit obedience from all her 
fervants. But Effex was incapable of entering into fuch cautious views ; and even, 
Elizabeth, who was extremely defirous of fubduing the Irilh rebels, and who 
was much prepoffeffed in favour of Effex's genius, readily agreed to appoint 

E~ r him governor of Ireland, under the title of lord lieutenant. The more to en-
' nex 1ent over . 
;to Ireland. courage ·him ·in his undertaking, fhe granted him by his patent more extenfi ve 

authority than had ever before been conferred on any lieutenant; the power of 
carrying on or finifhing -the war as he pleafed, of pardoning the rebels, and of 
filling all the moll confiderable employments of the kingdom*. And to enfure 
·him of fuccefs, fhe levied a numerous army of fixteen thoufand foot and thir
teen hundred horfe, which fhe afterwards augmented to twenty thoufand foot 
and two thoufand horfe : A force, which, it was apprehended, would be able, 
in one campaign, to overwhelm the rebels, and make an entire conqueft of Ire
land. Nor did Effex's enemies, the earl of Nottingham, lord admiral, Sir Ro
·bert Cecil, fecretary, Sir Walter Raleigh, and lord Cobham, throw any obfiacles 
in the way of thefe preparations; but hoped, that the higher the OEeen's ex
peB:ations were railed of fuccefs_, the more difficult it would be for the event to 
correfpond to them. In a like view, they rather feconded, than oppofed, thofe 
.exalted encomiums, which Eifex's numerous and fanguine friends difperfed, of 

t Bacon, voi. iv. p. 5 u .• ;t: Cabbala, p. 79· • Rymer, topt. xvi. p. 366.-
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-his high genius, of his elegant endowments, his heroic courage, his unbounded Chap. VIL 

, generality, and his noble birth ; nor were they difpleafed to obferve that pal- 1599-

fionate fondnefs, which the people every where expreffed for this nobleman. 
Thefe artful politicians had ftudied his character; and finding, that his open and 
undaunted fpirit, if taught temper and referve from oppolition, muft become in
vincible, they refolved rather to give full breath to thofe fails, whi-ch were al-
ready too much expanded., and to pufh him upon dangers, of which he feemed 
to make fuch fmall account t. And the better ro make advantage of his indif. 
<:retion~ fpies were fet upon all his actions and even expreffions ; and his vehe-
ment fpirit, which, while he was in the midft of the court and environed by his 
rivals, was unacquainted with difguife, could not fail, after he thought himfelf 
furrounded by none but friends, to give a pretence for malignant fufpicions and 
conftructions. 

EssEx left London in t.he month of March, attended by the acclamations of 
the populace, and what did him more honour, accompanied by a numerous train 
.of nobility and gentry, who, from affection to his perfon, had attached them
felvesto all his fortunes, and propofed to acquire fame and military experience 
under fo renowned a commander. The firft act of authority, which he exercifed, 
after his arrival in Ireland, was an indifcretion~ but of the generous kind; and 
in both thefe refpects, fuitable to his character. He appointed his "intimate 
friend, the earl of Southampton~ general of the horfe; a nobleman, who had 
difpleafed the ~een by fecretly marrying without her confent, and whom lhe 
had therefore enjoined Effex not to employ in any command under him. She 
no fooner heard of this inftance of difobedience than fhe reprimanded him, and 
ordered him to recal his commiffion to Southampton. But Effex, who had 
imagined, that fome reafons, which he oppofed to her firft injunctions, had 
convinced her, had the imprudence to remonftrate againft thefe fecond orders* ; 
and it was not till fhe reiterated her commands, that he could be prevailed on to 
difplace his frienJ. 

EssEx, on his landing at Dublin, had deliberated with the Iriih council, con- His ill fuccefs. 

·cerning the proper methods of carrying on war againft the rebels ; and here he 
was guilty of a capital error, which was the ruin of hi~ enterprize. He had al-
ways, while in England, blamed the condutt of former commanders, who art-
fully protraB:ed the war, who harraired their troops in fmall enterprizes, and 
who, by agreeing to truces and temporary pacifications with the rebels, bad given 
them leifure to recruit their broken forces :j:. In conformity to thtfe views, he 

+ Camden. Cfborne, p. 371. • Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 421, 451~ t Ibid. 
p. 431. Bacon, vol.iv. p. pz. 
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had ·ever infifted upon leadihg his· force!3 immediately into UHl-er againft Tyron't·.;·" 
the capital enemy ; and his- infi:ruB:ions had been drawn agreeable ·to thefe. his: 
declared intentions and refolutions. But the Irifh counfellors perfuaded him, that: 
the feafon was too early for the enterprize, and that as themoraffes, in which th~ 
ltifh ufually fheltered themfelves, would not, as yet, be paffable· to the Englifh; 
forces, it would be better to employ the prefent time in an expedition into Mun
fter. Their fecret reafon for this advice was, that many of them poffeifed efi:ates• 
in that province, and were defirous to have the enemy diilodged from their neigh
bourhood* : But the fame felfifh fpirit, which had induced them to give this, 
council, made them foon after difown it, when they found the-bad confequences, 
with which it was attended t. "'· 

EssEx obliged all the rebels of.Munfter either to fubtnit ·or·to fly into the
neighbouring provinces: .But as the Iri!h, from the greatnefs of the Queen's· 
preparations, had concluded, that ffie intended to reduce them to total fubjeB:ion, 
or even utterly to exterminate them, they, confidered their prefent defence as a· 
common caufe; .and .the Englifh. forces were no fooner withdrawn, than tire in
habitants of. Munfter relapfed into rebellion, and renewed -rheir confederacy with· 
their other countrymen. The army, meanwhile, by the fatigue of long and te
dious marches, and by the .influence of. the climate, was become extreme fickly ; 
and on their return to Dublin~ about the middle of July, were furprizingly di
rninifhed in number. Their courage was even much abated : For tho' ·they had 
prevailed in fome leffer enterprizes, as againft the lord Cahir and others; yet had 
they fometimes met with more flout refiftance than they expeB:ed from the Iriili, 
whom they were.wontto defpife; and as they were raw troops and unexperienced, 
a.confiderable body of them had been put to flight at the Glins, by an inferior· 
number of: the enemy. E1fex was fo enraged at this misbehaviour, that he ca
:lhiered all the officers, and decimated the private men :j:. But this inftance of-
feverity, tho' neceffary, had intimidated the foldiers, and had encreafed their· 
aver !ion to the prefent Jervice. 

THE ~een was extremely difgufted, when :lhe heard, that fo confiderable a 
p_art of the feafon was confumed in thefe frivolous enterprizes ; and was ftili · 
more furprized, that Effex perfevered in the fame practice, which he had fo much 
condemned in others, and which he knew to be fo much contrary to her purpofe 
and intention. That nobleman, in order to give his troops leifure to recruit· 
from their ficknefs and fatigue, marched with a. fmall body of fifteen hundred, 
men into the county of Ophelie againft the O'Connors and O'Mores, whom he 

* Birch's Memoirs; vol. ii, p~ 448 •. 
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iforced to a fubmiffion : But on his return to Dublin, he found the army fo ex
. tremely diminilhed, that he wrote to the Englilh council an account of his condi
tion, and informed them, that if he received not immediately a reinforcement 

·of two thoufand men, it would be impoffible for him this feafon to attempt any 
thing againft Tyrone. That there might be no pretence for farther inaCtivity, 
the ~een immediately fent over the number demanded*; and Effex began at 
laft to affemble his forces for the expedition into UHl:er. The army was fo ex
tremely averfe to this enterprize, and terrified with the reputation of. Tyrone, 
that many of them counterfeited ficknefs, many of them deferred t; and Effex 
found, that after leaving the neceffary garrifons, he could fcarce lead four thou
fand men againft the rebels. He marched, however, with this fmall army; but 
was foon fenfible, that, in fo advanced a feafon, it would be impoffible for him 
to effeCtuate any thing againft an enemy, who, tho' fuperior in number, were 
determined to avoid every decifive action. He hearkened, therefore, to a mef
fage fent him by Tyrone, who defired a conference ; and a place, near the two 
camps, was accordingly appointed. The generals met without any of their at
tendants, and a river ran between them, into which Tyrone entered tothe depth 
of his faddle: But Effex ftood on the oppofite bank. After half an hour's con
ference, where Tyrone behaved with great fubmiffion and refpetl: to the lord lieu
tenant, a ceffation of arms was concluded to the firft of May, renewable from 
fix weeks to fix weeks; but which might be broke off by either party upon a 
fortnight's warning :f:. Effex alfo received from Tyrone propofals for a peace, 
in which that rebel had inferred many unreafonable and exorbitant conditions: 
And there appeared afterwards fame reafon to fufpeCl:, that he had here commen
ced a very unjuftifiable correfpondence with the enemy 11. 

So unexpected an iffue of an enterprize, the greateft and mofr expenfive which 
Elizabeth had ever undertaken, provoked her extremely againft Effex ; and this 
difguft was much augmented "by other circumfrances of that nobleman's conduct 
He wrote many letters to the Queen and council, full of peevifh and impatient 
expreffions ; complaining of his enemies, lamenting that their calumnies lhould 
be believed againft him, and difcovering fymproms of a mind, equally haughty 
and difcontented. She took care to inform him of her diifatisfaftion; but com
manded him to remain in Ireland ti!Harther orders. 

EssEx heard at once of Elizabeth's anger, and of the promotion of his ene
my, Sir Robert Cecil, to the office of ma.frer of the wards, an office which he 

<:> Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 430. Cox, p. 421. t Sydney's Letters, vol. ii. p. I I z, 113. 
:t Ibid. p. 125. 11 Winwood, vol. i. p. 307. State Trials. Bacon, vol, iv. p. 514• 5.35• 537· 
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himfelf afpired to: And dreadi-ng, that, if he remained any longer abfent, th~ 
~}een would be totally alienated from him, he haftily embraced a refolution, 
which, he knew, had once fucceeded with the earl of Leicefter, the former fa. 
vouritc of Elizabtth. Leicefter being informed, while in the Low Countries,. 
that his miftrefs was extremely difpleafed with his conduct, difobeyed her orders 
by coming over into England ; and having pacified her by his pre(ence, by h:s 
apologies, and by his flattery and infinuation, difappointed all the expectations
of his enemies*. Effex, therefore, weighing more the fimilarity of circum
fiances than the difference of charaCters between himfelf and Leicefter, immedi
ately fet out for England_; and making fpeedy journeys, he arrived at court be
fore any one was in the lea!l: apprized of his intentions t. Tho' befineared with, 
€lirt and f wear, he haftened up ftairs to the prefence chamber,. thence to the privy 
£hamber ; nor ftopped till he was in the Queen's bed-chamber, who was newly: 
rifen, and was fitting with her .hair about her face. He threw himfelf on his 
knees, kiffed- her hand, and had fome private conference with her; where he was 
fo graciouO.y received, that on his departure he was hea.a:d to expr.efs great fatif
f.tCl:ion, and to thank God, that,. tho' he had fuffered much trouble and many 
ftorms abroad, he found a fweet calm at home!· 

BuT this placability of Elizabeth was merely the refult of her furprize, and 
~f the momentary fatisfaftion., which.. fhe felt on. the fudden and unexpeCted ap
pearance of her favourite~ After fhe had leifure for recollection, all his faults
recurred to her memory ; and roe thought it neceffary by fome fevere difcipline,.. 
to fubdue this haughty and imperious fpirir, who,. prefuming on her partiality 
snd indulgence, had pretended to domineer in her councils,. to engrofs all her 
favour, and to aB:, in the moft important affairs,. without regard to her orders 
and inftrut'tions~ When Effex waited on her im the afternoon, he found her ex
tremely altered in her carriage towards him : She ordered him to be con-fined to 
his chamber ; to be twice examined by the council; and tho~ his anfwers were· 
calm and fubmiffive, fhe committed him to thecuftody of the lord keeper, Eger
ton, and held h~m fequeftered from all company, even from that of his countefs,. 
nor was fo much as the intel7Courfe of letters permitted between them. Eff'ex 
cropped many expreffions of humiliation and forrow, none of refentment. He 
profeffed an entire fubmi.ffion to the ~een's will :- Declared his intention of retiring 
.into the country, and of leading thenceforth a private life, remote from courts 
and bufinefs : But tho' he affected to be fo entirely cured of his afpiring ambition,. 

• Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii .. P• 45-3-t 
"etten> vol. ii,. p. 1 zy. 

t Winwood,, vol. i •. p .. 11.8,_ :1; Sydney's 
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tne vexation of this difappointment, and of the triumph gained by his enemies, 
preyed upon his haughty fpirit; and he fell into a difremper, which feemed to 
put his life in hazard. 

THE Queen had always declared to all the world, and even to the earl him~ 
felf,. that the purpof-e of her feverity was to correct, not to ruin him * ; and when 
!he heard of his cond.tion, fhe was not a little alarmed with the danger. She or
dered eight phyficians of the beft reputation and experience to confult of his cafe; 
and being informed, that the iffue was much to be apprehended,_ fl1e fent Dr. 
James to him with fome brmh, and defired that phyfician to deliver him a mef
fagr, which fhe probably deemed of frill greater virtue ; thar,. if fhe thought fuch, 
a ftep confifrent with her honour, fhe would herfelf pay him a vifit. The by
franders, who carefully obierved her countenance, remarked, that in pronouncing 
thefe words, her eyes were fuffufed with tears t. 

'VHEN thefe fymptoms of the ~een's returning affection towards E1fex were
known, they gave a fenfible alarm to the faCtion which had declared their oppo
fition to him. Sir Walter Raleigh, in particular, the moft: violent as well as the 
moft ambitious of his enemies, was fo affeCted with the appearance of that fud
den revolution, that he was feized with ficknefs in his turn, and the ~1een was· 
€>bliged to apply the fame falve to his wound, and to fend him a favourable mef~ 
fage, expreffing her defire of his recovery t· 

THE medicine which the QEeen adminiftered to thefe afpiring rivals, was fuc
tefsful with both ; and Effex, being now allowed the company of his counte(~, 
and having entert:ained more promifrng hopes of his future fortunes, was fo much 
reftored in his health, as to be thought paft all danger.. A belief was infufed into 
Elizabeth, that his diftemper had been- entirely counterfeit, in order to move her 
compaffion .II ; and fbe relapfed into her former- rigour againft him. He wrote her 
a letter,_ and fent her a rich prefent on New-Year's day; as was ufual among the· 
courtiers of that time: She read the letter,. but rejeCted the prefent -f-. After 
fome interval,. however, of feveri-ty; fhe allowed him to retire to his own houfe ~ 
And tho'" he remained fl:illunder cuftody, and was fequefiered from all company, 
he was fo grateful for this mark of lenity, that he fent her a letter of thanks on the--
occafion. " This farther degree of goodnefs/~ faid he, " doth found in mine 
u ears, as if your majefty fpake thefe words, Die not Effex; for tbo' r punijh 
'' thine offence, and bumble thee for thy good, yet will I one day be ferved again by-

* Birch's Memoirs, p. 444• 445. Sydney Papers, vel. ii. p. 196. 
~t>Ui~ p. 15'-·- t Ibid. P·-'39• ll lbid,.p. 153. 

t Sydney Letters, 

+ Ibid. p. !'55• 156. 
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Chap. vn. " thee. My pro!lrate foul makes this anfwer. I hor for that bleffed day. And 
I6oo. " in expeCtation of it, all my affliCtions of body or mind are humbly, patiently~ 

" and chearfully borne by me*." The countefs of Effex, daughter of Sir Fran
cis 'vValfingham, poffdfed, as well as her hufband, a very refined tafre in litera
·ture; and the chief confolation which Elfex enjoyed, during this period of anxi
ety and expeCtation, confifled in her company, and in reading with her thofe in
ftruClive and entertaining authors which, even during the time of his greateft 
profperity, he had never entirely negletl:ed. ..... 

THERE were feveral incidents which kept alive the~een's anger againft Effex. 
Every account which fhe received from lreland, convinced her more and more of 
his mifconduct in that government, and of the inllgnificant purpofes to which he 
had employed fo much force and treafure. Tyrone, fo far from bting quelled, 
had thought proper, in lefs than three months, to break the truce, and joining 
with O'Donel, and other rebels, had over-run almofi: the whole kingdom. He 
boaftecl, that he was certain of receiving a fupply of men, money, and arms from 
Spain : He pretended to be champion of the catholic religion : And he loudly 
exulted in the prefent of a ph::enix plume, which the pope, Clement the eighth, 
in order t0 encourage him in the profecution of fo good a caufe, had confecrated, 
and had conferred upon him t. The ~een, that fhe might check his progrefs, 
returned to her former intention, of appointing Mountjoy lord-deputy-; and 
tho' tlut nobleman, who was an intimate friend of Effex, and defired his return 
to the government of Ireland, did at firft very earneftly excufe himfelf, on ac
count of his bad ftate of health, fhe obliged him to accept of that employment. 
Mountjoy found the itland almoft in a defperate firuation ; but being a man of 
capacity and vigour, he was fo little difcouraged, that he immediately advanced 
againft Tyrone in Ulfrer. He penetrated into the heart of that country, the chief 
feat of the rebels: He fortified Derry and Mount-Norris, in order to bridle the 
Irifh : He chaced them from the field, and obliged them to take fhelter in the 
woods and moraffes : He employed, with equal fuccefs, Sir George Carew in 
Munfler: And by thefe promifing fucceffes, he gave new life to the ~een's au
thority in that country. 

As the comparifon of Mountjoy's adminiflration with that of Efrex, contri
buted to alienate Elizabeth from her favourite, fhe received addirional difguft 
from the partiality of rhe people, who, prepoffeffed with an extravagant idea of 
Effex's merit, complained of rhe injuftice which was done him, by his removal 
;~rom c~urt, and by his confinement. Libels were fecretly difperfed againft Cecil 

"' ;Birch's Memoirs, F• H+ t Camden, p. ·617. 
and 
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and· Raleigh, and all hjs enemies. And his popularity, which was always great:~. Chap. VII. 

feemed rather to be increafed than diminifhed by his misfortunes. Elizabeth, in J6co. 

order to juftify to the public her conduCt with regard to him, had often expreffed · 
her intentions of having him tried in the fl:ar-chamber, for his offences: But her 
tendernefs for him prevailed at laft over her feverity ; and fhe was contented to· 
have him only- examined by the privy-council. The attorney-general, Coke, 
opened the caufe againft him, and treated him with the cruelty and infolence 
which that great lawyer ufually exercifed againft the unfortunate. He difplayed, 
in the fl:rongeft colours, all the faults committed by Effex in his adminifl:ration 
of Ireland : His making Southampton general of the horfe, contrary to the 
~een's injunELions ;· his· deferring the enterprize againft Tyrone, and marching 
to Leinfter- and Munfter; his conferring knighthood on too many perfons ; his· 
fecret conference with Tyrone; and his fudden return from Ireland, in contempt 
of her majefty's commands. He alfo exaggerated the indignity of the conditions 
which Tyrone had been allowed to propofe ; odious and abominable. conditions; 
faid he ; a public toleration of an idolatrous religion~ pardon for himfelf and 
every traitor in Ireland, and full reftitution of lands and poffeffions to all of 
them t. The folicitor-general, Fleming, infifted upon the wretched fituation 
in which the earl had left that kingdom; and Francis Bacon, fon to Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, who had been lord-keeper in the beginning of the prefent reign, clofed 
the charge with difplaying the undutiful expreffions contained in fame letters. 
wrote by the earl. 

EssEx, when his turn c<1me to plead in his own behalf; renounced, with great 
fubmiffion and humility, all pretenfions to an apology t ; and declared his refo
lution never, on this or any other occafion, to have any contefl: with his fovereign. 
He faid, that having fevered himfelf from the world,. and abjured all fentiments 
of ambition, he had no fcruple to confefs every failing or error into which his. 
youth, folly, or manifold infirmities might have betrayed him; that his inward 
forrow for his offences againft her majefty was fo. profound, 'that it exceeded alL 
his outward croiies and affiitl:ions, nor did he retain any fcruple of fubmitting to, 
a public confeffion of whatever fhe had been pleafed to impute to him ; thac in his 
acknowledgements he retained only one referve, which he never would relinquiih. 
but with his life, the aifertion of a loyal and unpolluted heart, of an unfeigned af-. 
fetl:ion, of an earneft de fire ever to perform to her majefty the beft fer vice which, 
his poor . abilities would permit ; and that if this fentiment was recognized 
by the council, he willingly acquiefced in any condemnation or fentence which: 

t Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p, 449". t. Sydney's Letters,. vol. ii. p. zoo. 

they 
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cChap. vn. they cou1d pronounce againfl: him. This fubmiffion was uttered with fo much 
160-:J, ·eloquence, and .in fo pathetic a manner, that it drew tears from many of the 

fpetl:ators II· All the privy-counfellors, in giving their judgment,_ made no fcru
ple of doing the earl juftire, with regard to the loyalty of his intentions. Even 
Cecil, whom he believed his capital enemy, treated him with regard and huma
nity. And the fentence given by the lord-keeper, (to which the council affented} 
was in thefe words. " If this caufe/' fa!d he, " had been heard in the Star
~' chamber, my fentence mufl: have been for as great a fine as ever was fet upon 
" any man's head in that court, together with perpetual confinement in that 
., prifon which belongeth to a man of his quality, the Tower. But Lince we 
" are now in another place, and in a courfe of favour, my cenfure is, that the 
" earl of Effex is not to execute the office of a counfellor, nor that of earl mar
" fhal of England, nor of mafl:er of the ordinance; and to return to his own 
.. , houfe, there to continue a prifoner, till it fhall pleafe her majefl:y to releafe 
" this and all the refi of his fentence *." The earl of Cumberland made a flight 
oppofition to this fentence ; and faid, that if he thought it would fiand, he would 
nave required a little longer time to deliberate; that he thought it fomewhat fe
vere ; and that any commander in chief might eaGly incur a like penalty. But 
however, added he, in confidence of her majefty's mer-cy, I agree with the reft:: 
The earl of Worceft:er delivered his opinion in a couple of Latin verfes, imply
ing, that, where the Gods are offended, even misfortunes ought to be imputed 
as crimes, and that accident is no excufe for tranfgreffions againft: the Divinity. 

BAcoN, fo much difl:inguilhed afterwards by his high offices, and fiill more by 
his profound genius for the fciences, was nearly allied to the Cecil family, being 
nephew to lord Burleigh, and coufin-german to the fecretary: But notwithfl:and
ing his extraordi.nary talents, he had met with fo little proteCtion from his power
ful relations, that he had not yet obt.~ined any preferment in the law, which was 
his profeffion. But E!fex, who could diftinguilh merit, and who paffionately 
loved it, had entered 1nto an intimate friendlhip with Bacon ; had zealouDy at
tempted, tho' without fuccefs, to procure him the office of ~1een's folicitor ~ 
and in order to comfort his friend under the difappointment, had conferred on 
him a prefent of land to the value of eighteen hundred pounds t. The public 
could ill excufe Bacon's appearance before the council, againft fo munificent a 
benefaCtor; tho' he aCted in obedience to the ~een's orders : But fhe was fo 
well pleafed with l1is behaviour, that ihe impofed on him a new tafk, of drawing 

11 Sydney's Letters, vol. ii. p zoo, 201, • Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 454· Cam-
.den, p" f;:.-6, 6z7. t Cabbala, p. 78. 

a nar-
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a ·narrative of that day's proceedings, in order to fatisfy the nation of the Chap. YII. 

juftice and lenity of her conduct. Bacon, who wanted firmnefs of cha:atl:er, 16oa. 

more than humanity, gave to the whole tranfaB:ion the moft fa\'ourable turn for 
Eifex; and, in particular, pointed. out, in elaborate expreffion, the dutiful fub-
miffion which that nobltman difcovered in the defence which he made for his con-
duct \Vhen he read the paper to her, fhe fmiled at that pa!fage, and obferved 
to B1con, that old love, fhe faw, coLiid not eaflly be forgotten. He replied, 
that he hoped the meant that of herfelf :j:. 

ALL the world, indeed, expeCted, that E!fex would foon be reinflated in his 
former credit II : Perhaps, as is ufu ll in reconcilements founded on inclination, 
would acquire an additional afcendant with the ~1een, and after all his ciifgraces, 
would again appear more a favourite than ever. They were confirmed in thh 
hope, ""hen they faw, that tho' he was ftill prohibited to appear at court *, he 
was continued in his office of mafter of horfe? and was reftored to his liberty, and 
that all his friends had accefs to him. E!fex himfelf feemed determined to per
fevere in that conduct which had hitherto been fo fuccefsful, and which the ~een, 
by all this difcipline, had endeavoured to render habitual to him: He wr0te to 
her, that he kiffed her majefty's hands, and the rod with which the had corre .... '1ed 
him; but that he could never recover his ufual chearfulnefs, till lhe deigned to 
admit him to that preience which had ever been the chief fource of his happinefs 

_pnd enjoyment : And that he had now refol ved to make amends for his paft er-
rors, to retire into a country folitude, and to fay with Nebuchadnezzar, "Let 
" my dwelling be with the beafts of the field; let me eat grafs as an ox, and be 
" wet with the dew of heaven ; till it fhall pleafe the ~1een to reftore me to my 
" underfranding." The Queen was much pleafed with thefe fentiments, and re
plied, that flie hPartily wilhed his actions might correfpond to his expreffions; 
that he had tried her patience a long time, and it was but jul.l: lhe lhould now 
make lome experiment of his fubmiffion ; that her father would never have par
doned fo much obftinacy; but that, if the furnace of affliCtion produced fuch 
good effects, fhe lhould ever after have the better opinion of her chemiflry t. 

THE earl of E!fex polfe!fed a monopoly of fweet wines; and as his patent was 
near expiring, he patiently expeCted that the ~een would renew it, and coni'i
dered this event as the critical circumftance of his life, which would determine 
whether he could ever hope to be reinftated in credit and authority**. But Eli
zabeth, tho' gracious in her demeanor, was of a temper fomewhat haughty and 

t Cabbala, p. 83. 
t Camden, p. 6z8. 

VoL. IV. 

]] Winwood, vol. i. p. 254. "' Birch's Memoirs) vol. ii. p. +6z. 
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Ch'"· vn fevere; and being continually furrounded with Effex's enemies, means were found 
16:::o. to perfuade hfr, that his lofty fpirit was not yet fufficiently humbled, and that 

he muft undergo this f.nther trial, before he could again be faftly received into 
favour. She then:fore refded his demand ; and even added, in a contemptuous 
ftile, that an ungovernable beaft muft be ftinted in his provender u. 

His intrigues. T H 15 rigour, puihed one ftep too far, proved the final ruin of this young 
nobleman, and was the fource of infinite forrow and vexation to the ~een her
felf. Efit-x, who had with great difficulty fo long fubdued his proud fpirit, 
and whofe patience was nJw exhaufted, imagining that the ~een was entirely 
inexorable, buril: at once all reftraints of fubmiffion and of prudence, and was 
determined to feek relief, by proceeding to the utmoft extremities againfi: his 
enemies. Even during his greatefi: favour he had ever been accufi:omed to carry 
matters with a high hand againft his fovereign; and as this practice gratified his 
own temper, and was fometimes fuccefsful, he had imprudently imagined, that it 
was the only proper method of managing her+: But being now reduced co de
fpair, he gave entire reins to his violent difpofition, and threw off all appear
ance of duty and refpeCl:. Intoxicated with the general favour which he al
ready poffeffed~ he praCtifed anew every art of popularity;. and endeavoured to 
increafe the general good-will by a hofpitable manner of life, little fuited to his 
fituation and his circumftances. His former employments had given him great 
conneCtions with gentlemen of the military profeffion ; and he now entertained, 
by additional careffes and civilities, a friendihip with all defperate adventurers, 
whofe attachment, he hoped, might, in his prefent ·views, prove ferviceable to 
him. He fecretly courted the confidence of the catholics; but his chief trufr 
lay in the puritans, whom he openly careffed, and whofe manners he feemed to 
have entirely adopted. He engaged the moil: celebrated preachers of that feet to 
refort to Effex-houfe; he had daily prayers and fermons in his family ; and he 
jnvited all the zealots in London to attend thofe pious exercifes. Such was the 
difpofition now beginning to prevail among the Englilh, that, inftead of feafi:
ing, and public fpeCl:acles, the methods anciently praCl:ifed in commonwealths tc> 

gain the populace, nothing fo effettually ingratiated an ambitious leader with the 
public, as thefe fanatical entertainments. And as the puritanical preachers fre· 
quently inculcated in their fermons the doctrine of refiftance to the civil magi· 
fl:rate, they prepared the minds of their hearers for thofe purpofes which Eifex 
was fecretly contriving'*· 

r II Camden, p. 6zS. 
Camden1 p. 630. · 
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BuT the greatell: imprudence of this nobleman proceeded from the opennefs of Cliap. vn. 
his temper, by which he was ill qualified to fucceed in fuch difficult and danger- 1600• 

ous projects. He indulged himfelf in great liberties of fpeech, and was even 
heard to fay of the ~een, that fhe was now grown an old woman, and was be-
come as crooked in her mind as in her body t. Some court ladies, whofe favours 
Effex: had formerly neglected, carried her thefe ftories, and incenfed her to a l:ligh 
degree againil: him. Elizabeth was ever remarkably jealous on this head ; and 
tho' fhe was now approaching to her feventieth year, fhe allowed her courtiers :j:, 
and even foreign ambaffadors 11, to compliment her upon her beauty ; nor had all 
her good fenfe been able to cure her of thiS" prepofterous infirmity *. 

THERE 

t Camden, p. 6z9. O!borne, p. 397· Sir Walter Raleigh's Prel'ogative of Parliaments, p. 4-3-
t Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 44z, 443· II Sydney's Letters, vol. ii. p. 171. 

• Moft of ~een Elizabeth's courtiers feigned love and defire towards her, and addrelfed themfelves 
to her in the ftile of paffion and gallantry. Sir Walter Raleigh, having fallen into difgrace, wrote 
the following letter to his friend Sir Robert Cecil, with a view, no doubt, of having it !hewn to the 
Queen. " My heart was never broke till this day, that I hear the ~een goes away fo far off, whom 
" I have followed fo many years, with fo great love and defire, in fo many journey~, and am now left 
" behind her in a dark prifon all alone. While Jhe was yet near at hand, that I might hear of her 
" once in two or three days, my farrows were the lefs; but even now my heart is caft into the depth 
" of all mifery. I, that was wont to he hold her riding like Alexander, hunting likeDiaflo, walking like 
" Femes, the gentle wind blowing her fair hair about her pure cheeks, like a nymph, fometimes fitting 
" in the Jhade like a goddefs, fometimes finging like an angel, fometimes playing like Orpheus; behold 
" the forrow of this world! once amifs hath bereaved me of all. 0 glory that only ihineth in mif
" fortune, what is become of thy affurance? All wounds have fears but that of fantafie : All affec
" t'ons their relenting but that of womankind. Who is the judge of friend !hip but adverfity, or when 
" is grace witnelfed but in offences? There were no divinity but by reafon of compaffion: For reven
" ges are brutiJh and mortal. All thofe times pail:, the loves, the fighs, the forrows, the defires, can
,, not they weigh down one frail misfortune? Cannot one drop of gall be hid in fo great heaps of 
" fweetnefs? I may then conclude, Spes & fi·rtufla 'Valete. She is gone in whom T tru!led; and of 
" me hath not one thought of mercy, nor any refpeCl: of that which was. Do with me now therefore 
" what you l•ft, I am more weary of life than they are defirous I lhould perilh; which, if it had been 
" for her, as it is by her, I had been too happily born." Murdin, p. 657. It is to be remarked, 
that this Nymph, Venus, Goddefs, A!lgel, was now about fixty. Yet five or fix years after, ihe allow
ed the fame language to be ufed to her. Sir Henry U nton, her ambaffador in France, relates to her a 
converfation which he had with Henry the fourth. The monarch, after having introduced Unton to 

his miftrefs, the f,ir Gabriel'e, afked him how he liked her. " I anfwereJ fpar ng'y in her praife,'' 
faid the min:fier, " a;'d rold him, that if, without cffence, l might fp::-ak it, I h::td ~he picture of a far 
« more excellent miihef,, and yet did her picture come far fhort of her perfe,.:.ton of beJuty. A> you 
" love me, faid he, fnew it me, if you have it about you. I m.;de fome ddficultics; yet upon his im
" portuniry offered it to his view very fecretly, holding it lttll in my hand: He beheld it with padion, 
•• and admiration, faying. that I had reafon, Je me rends, protdl:ing, that he had never feen the Lke; 
.. fo, with great reverence, he kilfed it t•.vice or thri:e, I det1inin.5 it lliil in my hand. 1n the e-nd, with 
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HISTORY oF ENGLAND. 

THERE was another expedient employed by E ffex, which, if poffible, was more· 
provoking to the ~een than thofe farcafms on her age and deformity.; and that was; 
his fecret applications to the King of Scot~, her heir and fucceffor. That prince had 
this year very narrowly efcaped a. dangerous, tho' ill forme"d, confpiracy of the 
earl of Gowry; and even his delivery was attf·nded with this d:fagreeable cir
cumfbnce, that the obfl:inate eccleGaftics perfifled, in fpite of the moil incon
tefl:ible evidence, to maintain to his face, that there had been no fuch confpiracy. 
James, harraffed with his turbulent and faEtious fubjects, caft a wilhful eye to the 
:Lucceffion of England ; and in proportion as the ~een advanced in years, his de
fire increafed of mounting that throne,.. on which, befides acquiring a great add~ .. 
tion of power and fplendor, he hoped to govern a people, fo much more tract ble 
and fubmiffive. He negociated with all the courts of Europe, in order to en
fure himfdf friends and partizans: He evtn neglected not the court of Rome 
and that of Spain;_ and tho' he engaged himfelf in no politive promife, he flat
tered the catholics with hop:. s, that, in cafe of his fucceffion, they might expeet' 
fome more liberty than what was at prefenc indulged them. Elizabeth was the 
only fovereign in Europe to whom he never dared to mention his right of fuccef
fion : He knew, that tho' her great age might now invite her to think of fixing an 
heir to the crown, fhe never could bear the profpect of her own death without hor
ror, and was determined frill to retain him, and. all other competitors, in an en
tire dependance upon her. 

EssEX was defcended by females from the royal family ; and fome of his fanguine 

partizans had been fo imprudent as to mention his name among thofe of other 
pretenders to the crown ; but the earl took care, by means of Henry Lee, whom 
he ftcretly fent into Scotland, to affure James, that, fo far from entertaining, 
fuch ambitious views, he was determined to ufe every expedient for extorting an 
immediate declc.ration in favour of that monarch's right of fucceffion. James 
willingly hearkened to this propofal; but did not approve of the violent me
thods which Effex intended to employ. Effex had communicated his fcheme to 
Mountjoy, lord deputy of Ireland; and as no man ever commanded more the 
cordial affe-ction and attachment of his friends, he had even engaged a perfon of 
that virtue and prudence to entertain thoughts of bringing over part of his army 

" fome kind of contertion, he took it from me, vowing, that I might take my leave of it: For he 
" would not forgo it for ;;my trea(ure: And that to po!Tefs the favour of the lively picture, he would 
" forfake all the world, and hold himfelf mofl: happy; with many other mofl: paffionate (peeches. '' 
Murdin, p. 718. For farther particulars on this head, fee the ingenio:1s author of the Catalogue of 
Royal and Noble Authors, article Effex. 
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i'nto England, and of forcing the ~1een to declare the King of Scars l1er fuccef- Chap. VII. 
r 1~~ for*· And lUCh was Eifex's impatient ardour, that, tho' James declined th:s 

dangerous expedient, he Hill endeavoured to perfuade Mountjoy not to ddift 
from the proj :tl:: But the deputy, who thought that fuch violence, tho' it might_ 
be prudent, and even juflifiable, when fupported by a fovereign prince next 
heir to the crown, would be raih and criminal, if attempted by fubjetl:s, entirely· 
refufed his concurrence. The corre>fpondence, however, between F ifex and the 
court of Scotland was fiill conducrcd with. great fecrecy and cordiality ; and 
that nobleman, befides conciliating the favour of James, reprefented all his own 
adverfaries as enemies to that prince's fucceffion, and as men entirely devoted to 
the interefls of Spain, and partizans of the chimerical title of the Infanta. 

THE Infanta and archduke, Albert, had made fome advances to the ~een for· 
peace;. and Boulogne, as a neutral town, was chofen for the place of conference. 
Sir Henry Nevil, the Englilh reGdent in France, Herbert; Edmondes, and 
Beale, were fent thither as ambaifadors from England ; and negociated with Zu-
niga; Carillo, Richardot, and V erheiken, minifl:ers of Spain and the archduke: xSth May. 

But the conferences were foon broke off, on account of- a difpute of ceremony. 
Among the European flares, England had ever been"allowed the precedency above· 

Caftile, Arragon, Portugal, and the other kingdoms of which the Spanilh mo· 
narchy was compofed ; and Elizabeth infifled, that this antient right was not-
loft. on account of the junction of thefe ftates:, and that Spain, in its pre lent fitua~ 
tion, tho' it furpaffed England in extent, as well as in power, could not compare 
with it in point of antiquity,, the only durable and regular foundation of prece-
dency among kingdoms~ a.s well as noble families. That fhe might lbew, how-· 
ever, a difpofition to peace, fhe was .contented to yield ro an equality; but the 
Spanifh minifters, as their country had always difputed ·precedency even with:· 
France, to which England yielded, would proceed no farther in the confer-
ences, till their fuperiority of rank was acknowleged t. During the prepara-· 
tions for this abortive negotiation, the earl of Nottingham, the admiral, lord' 
Buckhudt, the (reafurer, and fecretary Cecil, had difcovered their inclination to 
peace; and as the Englifh nation, flufhed with fuccefs, and fanguine in their· 
hopes of plunder and conquefl, were in general averfe to that meafure, it was· 
eafy for a perfon fo popular as Eifex, to infufe into the multitude an opinion, .. 
that thefe minifters had facrificed the intereft of their country to Spain, and: 

would even make no fcruple of receiving a fovereign from that hofiile nation .. 

• Birch'sMemoi.·s, vol. ii. P·47I• t Winwood's Memorials, vol. i. po 186,226: 
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BuT Elfex, not contented with thefe arts for decrying his adverfaries, pro.; 
.ceeded to concert more violent methods of ruining them ; chiefly infiigated by 
Cuffe, his fecretary, a man of a bold and arrogant fpirir, who had acquired a 
great afcendant over his patron. A feleCl: council of malecontents was formed, 
who commonly met at Drury-houfe, and were compofed of Sir Charles Davers, to 
whom the houfe belonged, the earl of Southampton, Sir Ferdinanda Gorges, 
Sir Chriftopher Blount, Sir John Davis, and John Littleton ; and Elfex, who 
boafted, that he had an hundred and twenty barons, knights and gentlemen of 
note, at his devotion, and who trufted ftill more to his authority with the popu
lace, communicated to his alfociates thofe fecret defigns and refolutions, with 
which his confidence in fo powerful a party had infpired him. Among other 
criminal projeCts, the refult of blind rage and defpair, he deliberated with them 
concerning the method of taking arms; and afked their opinion, whether he had 
beft begin with feizing the palace or the Tower, or fet out with making himfelf 
mall:er at once of both places. The firft enterprize being preferred, a method was 
.concerted for executing it. It was agreed, that Sir Chriftopher Blount, with a 
choice detachment, fhould polfefs himfelf of the palace gates, that Davis lhould 
feize the hall, Davers the guard-chamber and prefence-chamber; and that Elfex 
fhould rufh in from the Meufe, attended by a body of his partizans; lhould en
treat the Q9een, with all demonftrations of humility, to remove his enemies; fhould 
oblige her to aifemble a Parliament; and 1hould with common confent fettle a new 
plan of government*. 

WHILE thefe defperate projeCts were in agitation, many reafons of fufpicion 
were carried to the ~een; and fhe fent Robert Sackville, the treafurer's fon, to 

Elfex· houfe, on pretence of a vifit, but, in reality, with a view of difcovering 
whether there was in that place any concourfe of people, or any extraordinary pre
parations, which might threaten an infurreCl:ion. Soon after, Eifex received a fum
mons to attend the council, which met at the treafurer's houfe; and while he was 
muGng on this circumfrance, and comparing it with the late unexpeCted vifit from 
Sackville, a private note was conveyed to him, by which he was warned to pro
vide for his own fafety. He concluded, that all his confpiracy was difcovered, 
or at leaft fufpeCl:ed, and that the eafieft punifhment which he could expect, was 
a r1ew and more fevere confinement: He therefore excufed himfelf to the council 
()ll pretence of an indifpofition ; and he immediately difpatched me!Tages to his 
more intimate confederates, requefting their advice and affifhmce in the prefent cri-

• Catrulen, p. 6Jo. Birch'> Memoirs, voL ii. p. 464. St~te Trials. Bacon, vol. iv. p. 5 42, 
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tical fituation of his affairs. They deliberated, whether they fhould abandon all Chap. VII. 
their projeCts, and fly the kingdom; or inftantly feize the palace with the force J6ol. 

which they could affemble; or rely upon the afrecrions of the citizens, who were 
generaliy known to bear a great affeCtion to the earl. Elfex declared againft the 
firft expedient, and profeffed himfelf determined to undergo any fate rather thau 
fubmit to live the life of a fugitive. To feize the paface feemed impraCticable 
without more preparation ; efpecially as the ~een feemed now aware of their 
projeCts, and, as they heard, had ufed the precau(on of doubling her ordinary 
guards. There remained, therefore, no other expedient but that of betaking 

. themfelves to the city; and while the prudence and expediency of this refolution 
was under debate, a perfon arrived, who, as if he had received a commiffion for 
that purpofe, gave them affurance of the affeCtion of the Londoners, and af
firmed, that they might fecurely reft any project on that foundation. The po
pularity of Effex had chiefly buoyed him up in all his vain undertakings ; and he 
fondly imagined, that with no other affiftance than the good-will of the multi
tude, he might be enabled to overturn Elizabeth's government, confirmed by 
time, revered for wifdom, fupported by vigour, and concurring with the gene
ral fentiments of the nation. The wild project of raifing the city was immedi
ately refolved on ; the execution of it was delayed till next day; and emiifaries 
were difpatded to all Eifex's friends, infurming them that Cobham and Ra1eigh 
had laid fchemes again!l: his life, and entreating their prefence and alli!l:ance .. 

NEXT day, there appeared at Eifex-houfe the earls of Southampton and Rut- 8th February. 
land, the lords Sandys and Monteagle, with about three hundred gentlemen of 
good quality and fortune; and Effex informed them of the danger, to which, 
he pretended, the machinations of his enemies expofed him. To fame, he faid, 
that he wduld throw himfelf at the Q~1een's feet, and crave her juftice and pro-
teCtion: To others, he boafted of his intereft in the city, aRd affirmed, thar, 
whatever might happen, this refource could never fail him. The ~een was in-
formed of thefe defigns, by means of intelligence, conveyed, as is fuppofed, to 
Raleigh by Sir Ferdinanda Gorges; and having ordered the magiftrates of Lon-
don to keep the citizens in readinefs, fue fent Egerton, lord keeper, to Effex-
houfe, with the earl of Worcefter, Sir William Knolleys, controller, and Po~-
ham, lord chiefjuftice, in order to learn the caufe of thefe unufuJl commotions. 
They were with diffkulty admitted tbro' a wicket; but all their fervants were 
excluded, except the purfe-bearer. After fome altercation, in which they charged 
Effex's retainFrs, upon their :~IIegiance, to lay down their arms, and were 
menaced in their turn by the angry multitude, who furrounded them, the 
earl, who found, that matters were paft recal, refolved to leave them prifoners 
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in his houfe, and to proceed to the execution of his former project. He iffued 

out with about two hundred attendants, armed only with fwords; and in his 
paffage to the city was joined by the earl of Bedford and lord Cromwel. He 
cried aloud, For the Qjt::en! for the f?<!!een ! a plot is laid for my life; and then pro
ceeded to the boufe of Smith, the fheriff, on whofe aid he had great reliance. 

The citizens flocked about him in amazement ; but tho' he told thern, that Eng
land was fuld to the infanta, and exhorted them to arm infbntly, otherwife they 

,could not do him any fervice, no one fhowed a difpofi-cion to join him. The 
!heriff, on the eld's appro:~ch to his houfe, fiole out at the back door, and 
made the beft of his way to the lord mayor. Effex, meanwhile, obferving the 
,coldnefs of the citizens, and hearing, that he was proclaimed a traitor by tbe 
earl of Cumberland and lord Burleigh, began to defpair of fuccr:{,, and thought 

of retreating to his own houfe. He found the ftreets in his paffage barricadoed, 
and guarded by the citizens, under the comm :nd of Sir John Lr::vifon. In his 
attempt to force his way, Tracy, a young gentleman, to whom he bore grlat 
friendfhip, was kiltc:d, with two or three of the Londoners ; and the earl him
fdf, attended by a few of his partizans (for the greareft part began fecretly to 
-withdraw themfelves) retired towards the river, and taking boat, arrived at Effex
houfe. He there found, that Gorges, whom he had fer.t before t') capitulate 
:with the lord keeper and the other counfellors, had given them all their li
berty, and had gone to court with them. He was now reduced to defpair; and 
appeared determined, in profecution of lord Sandys's advice, to defend himf,Jf 
-to the laft extremity, and rather to periih, like a brave man, with his fword in 
his hand? than bafely by the hands of the executioner: But after fome parley, 
and after dermnding in vain, firft hoftagfs, then conditions, from the befiegers, 
he furrendered at difcretion; requefl:ing only civil treatment, and a fair and im
partial hearing *. 

THE ~een, who, during all this commotion, had behaved with as great tran
quil:ity and fecurity~ as if there had only pJff~d a fray in the ftreets, in which 
ihe was noway concerned t, foon gave orders for the trial of the moil: confide
cable of the criminals. The earls of Effex and Southampton were arraigned be
fore a jury of cwenty-five peers, where Buckhurft acted as lord fteward. The 
guilt of the prif_Jners was too apparent to admit of any doubt; and, befides the 
infurrection known to every body, the treafonable conferences at Drury houfe were 
proved by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinanda Gorges was produced in court: 
the confeffions of the earl of Rutland, of the lords Cromwel, Sandys, and 
Monteagle, of Davers, Blount, and Davies, were only read to the peers, ac-

cording 
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cording to the praCtice of that age. Eifex's beft friends were fcandalized at his Chap. VII • 
.r 160 I. aifurance in infifting 10 pofitively on his innocence, and the goodnefs of his in-

tentions; and fiill more at his vindictive difpofition, in accufing, without any 
appearance of reafon, fecretary Cecil as a partizan of the infanta's title. The fecre-
tary, who had expected this charge, ftepped into the court, and challenged Effex 
to produce his authority, which, on examination, was found extremely weak and 
frivolous :j:. When fentence was pronounced, Effex fpoke like a man who laid 
his account to die: But he added, that he !hould be forry, if he was reprdented 
to the ~1een as a perfon that defp1fed her clemency ; tho' he ihollld not, he 
believed, make any cringing fubmiffions to obtain it. Southampton's behaviour 
was more mild and fubmiffive: He entreated the good offices of the peers in fo 
mod eft and becoming a manner, as excited compaffion in every one. 

THE moil: remarkable circumftancc in E:ifex's trial was Bacon's appearance 
againft him. He was none of the crown lawyers ; fo was not obliged by his 
office to affift at this trial : Yet did he not fcruple, in order to obtain the ~een's 
favour, to be aCtive in bereaving of life his friend and patron, whof~ generality 
he had often experienced. He compared Effex's conduct, in pretending to fear 
the attempts of his adverfaries, to that of Pififtratus, the Athenian, who cut and 
wounded his own body ; and making the people believe, that his enemies had 
committed that violence, obtained a guard for his perfon, by whofe affiftance he 
afterwards fubdued the liberties of his country. 

AFTER E:ifex had paifed fame days in the folitude and reflection of a prifon, 
his proud heart was at !aft fubdued, not by the fear of death, but by the fenti
ments of religion; a principle, which he had before attempted to make the in
ftrument of his ambition, but which now took a more firm hold of his mind, 
and prevailed over every other motive and confideration. His fpiritual directors 
perfuaded him, that he never could obtain the pardon of heaven, unlefs he made 
a full confeffion of his difloyalty; and he gave in to the council an account of all 
his moft criminal defigns, as well as of his correfpondence with the King of 
Scots. He fpared not even his moil: intimate friends, fuch as lord Mountjoy, 
whom he had engaged in thefe confpiracies; and he fought to pacify his P.refent 
remorfe, by making fuch attonements as in any other period of his life, he would 
have deemed more blameable than thofe attempts themfelves, which were the 
objects of his penitence*. Sir Harry Nevil, in particular, a man of merit, he 
accufed of a correfpondence with the confpirators; tho' it appears, that that 
gentleman had never affented to the propofals made him, and was no farther 

t Bacon, vol. iv. p. 5 30. * Winwood, vol. i. p. 300. 
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criminal than in not revealing the earl's treafon; an < ffice, to which every man 
of honour natur,ally bears the il:rongdl: reluctance t. Nevil was thrrNvn into 
prifon, and underwenc a fevere perfecution : But as the ~een found Mountjoy 
a very abL: and fuccefsful commander, lbe continued him in his government, 
and facrificed her refenrmcnt to the public fervice. 

ELIZABETH affeel:ed extremely the praife of clemency; and in every great 
examp 1e, which £he had made during her reign, ilie had always appeared full of 
reluCtance and hefitation: But the prefent fituation of Effex called forth all her 
tender affcebons, and kept her in the moft real agitation and irrefolmion. She 
felt a perpetual combat between refentment and inclination, pride and compaffion, 
the care of her own [dfety and concern for her favourite; and her fituarion, dur
ing this interval, was perhaps more an objeCt of pity, than that to which Effcx 
himfelf was reduced. She figned the warrant for his execution ; Che counter
mandrd it; ilie again n:folved on his death; ilie felt a new return of tendernefs. 
l<Jfex's enemies told her, that he himfelf defired to die, and had affured her, that 
fhe could never be in fafety while he lived : It is likely, that this proof of penitence 
and of concern for her, would operate a contrary effect to what they intended, 
and would revive all that fond affeCtion, which ilie had fo long indulged to the 
unhappy prifoner. But what chiefly hardened her heart againft him was his fup
pofed obftinacy, in never making, as fhe hourly expected, any application to 

her for mercy and forgivenefs; and Che finally gave her confent to his execution. 
He difcovered at his death fymptoms rather of penitence and piety than of fear; 

25
thFebruaryand willingly acknowleged the juftice of the fentence, by which he fuffered. The 

execution was private in the Tower, agreeable to his own requeft. He was ap-
~;:. execu- prehenfive, he faid, left the favour and compaffion of the people would too much 

raife his heart in thofe moments, when humiliation under the affiding hand of 
Heaven was the only proper fentiment, which he could indulge t• And the 
Q8een, no doubt, thought, that prudence required the removal of fo melancholy 
a fpettacle from the public eye. Sir Walter Raleigh, who came to the Tower 
on purpofe, and who beheld Effex's execution from a window, encreafed much 
by this action the general hatred, under which he already laboured : It was 
thought, that he had no other purpofe than to feaft his eyes with the death of his 
enemy; and no apology, which he could make for fo exceptionable a conduct, 
could be accepted by the public. The cruelty and animofiry, with which he 

t Winwood, vol. i. p. 302. 
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urged on EITex's fate, even when Cecil relented :j:, were ftill regarded as the prin- Chap. VII. 

ciples of this unmanly and ungenerous behaviour. 1601
• 

THE earl of EITcx was but thirty-four years of age, when his ra!hnefs, impru
dence, and violence brought him to this untimely end. We mufi: here, as in 
many other inrl:ances, lament the inconfi:ancy of human nature, that a perfon en
dowed with fo many noble virtues, generality, fincerity, friendfhip, valour, elo
quence, and indu!1ry, fhould in the latter period of his life have given fuch reins 
to his ungovernable paffions, as involved, not only himfelf, but many of his 
friends, in utter ruin. The ~een's tendernefs and paffion for him, as it was the 
caufe of thofe premature honours, which he attained, feems, on the whole, the chief 
circumfl:ance which brought on his deftrutl:ion. Confident of her partiality to
wards him, as well as of his own merit, he treated her with a haughtinefs, which 
neither her love nor her dignity could bear ; and as her amorous inclinations in 
fo advanced an age, would naturally make her appear ridiculous, if not hateful 
in his eyes, he was engaged, by an imprudent opennefs, of which he made pro
feffion, to difcover too eJfily thofe fentiments to her. The many reconciliations 
and returns of affection, of which he had fi:ill maJe advantage, induced him to 
venture on new provocations, till he pufhed her beyond all bounds of pJtience ; 
and he forgot, that, tho' the fentiments of the woman were ever {hong in her, 
thofe of the fovereign h.1d flill in the end appeared predominant. 

SoME of Effex's affochtes~ Cuffe, Davers, Blount, Meric, and Davis were 
tried and condemned, and all of them, except Davis, were executed. The 
~een pardor.ed the refl:; being ptrfuaded that th~y were drawn in mertly from 
their friendfhip to that nobleman, and their care of his fafety; and were igno
rant of the more criminal part of his intentions. Southampton's lire was fpared 
with great difficulty; but he was detained in pr;fon durirg all the remainder of 
this reign. 

THE King of Sc: ts, who was apprehenlive left his corrt()onrle-nce wich E!fex 
n;ight ha'-~ heen dilcovered, and h,1ve given offence to ElizJbeth, 1t"nt the earl 
of Marre and the lord Kin!ofs as amba!fadors to England, in order to congra
tulate the ~1een on her efcar)e from the late infurretl:ion and confrir.l'Y· 
They were alfo ordered to engc1ire whether any mta(ures had hee-n nkm hy h, r 
ro exclude him from the fucceilion, as well as to difcove.r the i,~clinar;ons of rhe 

chief nobility and counfellors, in cafe of the ~een's demife *. Ti1ey found the 

difpofitions of men as favourable as t<1ey could wi!b; and they even entered into 

t MurdiP, p. 811. * Birch's Memoirs, vol. i;. p. 510. 
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Chap. VII. a correfpondence with fecretary Cecil, whofe influence, afrer the fall of EJrex, 
1601 

• was now encontrouled t, and who was refol ved, by this policy, to acquire, in 
time, the confidence of the fucceffor. He knew how jealous Elizabeth ever was 
of her authority, and he therefore carefully concealed from her his attachment to 

James : But he afterwards aliened, that nothing could be more advantageous 
to bel", than this correfpondence; becaufe the King of Scots, fecure of mounting 
the throne by- his undoubted title, aided by thofe connexions with the Engliih 
miniftry, was the lefs likely to give any difturbance to the prefent fovereign. He 
alfo perfuaded that prince to remain in quiet, and patiently to expect, that time 
ihould open to him the inheritance of the throne, without pu!hing his friends 
on defperate enterprizes, which would totally incapacitate them from ferving him. 
James's equity, as well as his natural facility of difpofition, eafily inclined him to 

embrace this refolution t; and thus the minds of the Englifh were filently, but 
univerfally difpofed to admit, without oppofition, the fucceffion of the Scottifh 
line : The death of Effex, by putting an end to faCtion, had been rather fa
vourable than prcj udicial to that great event. 

THE King of France, who was little prepoireffed in favour of James, and 
who was averfe to the union of England and Scotland *, made his ambaffador 
drop fome hints to Cecil of Henry's willingnefs ,to concur in any meafure for 
difappointing the hopes of the Scottilh monarch; but as Cecil G.'1owed an entire 
difapprobation of fuch fchemes, the court of France took no farther fteps in that 
matter: and thus the only foreign power, which could give much difturbance 

Frenchaffairs. to James's fucceffion, was induced to acquiefce in ir II· Henry made a journey 
this fummer to Calais; and the ~1een, hearing of his intentions, went to Dover~ 
in hopes of having a petfonal interview with a monarch, whom, of all others, 
fhe moft loved and moft refpetl:ed. The French King, who felt the fame fenti~ 
ments towards her, would gladly have accepted of the propofal; but as many 
difficulties occurred, it appeared neceirary to lay afide, by common confent, 
the project: of an interview. Elizabeth, however, wrote fucceffively two let
ters to Henry, one by Edmondes, another by Sir Robert Sydney, in which fhe 
expreired a defire of conferring about a bufinefs of importance, with fome mi
nifl:er in whom that prince repofed entire confidence. The marquefs of Rhoni, 
the King's favourite and prime minifter, came to Donr in difguife; and the 
memoirs of that able ftatefman contain a full account of his converfation with 
Elizabeth. That magnanimous princefs had formed a fcheme of eftablifhing, in 
conjuntl:ion with Henry, a new fyftem of policy in Europe, and of fixing a 

t Otborne, p. 61 ~· t Spotfwood, p. 471, 472. • Winwood, val. i. p. 352• 
U Spotfwood, p. 4-71. 
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durable balance of povyer, by the ereCtion of new ftates on the ruins of the 
houfe of Auftria. She had even the wifdom to forefee the perils, which might 

enfue from the aggrandizement of her ally; and lhe propofed to unite all the 
feventeen provinces of the Low Countries into one republic, in order to form a 
perpetual barrier againft the dangerous encreafe of the French, as well as of the 
Spanifh, monarchy. Henry had himfelf long meditated fuch a projeCt againft the 
Auft:rian family; and Rhoni could not forbear expreffing his aftonilhment, when 
he found that Elizabeth and his mafter, tho' they had never communicated their 
thoughts on this fubjeet, had not only entered into the fame general views, but had 
alfo formed the fame projeCt for their execution. The affairs, however, of France 
were not yet brought to a fituation, which might enable Henry to begin that 
great enterprize ; and Rhoni fatisfied the ~een, that it would be neceffary to 
poftpone for fome years their united attack on the houfe of Auftria. He de
parted, filled with juft admiration of the folidity of Elizabeth's judgment, and 
the greatnefs of her mind ; and he owns that lhe was entirely worthy of that high 
reputation, which fhe poffe!fed in Europe. 

THE QEeen's magnanimity in forming fuch extenfive projeCI:s was the more re
markable, as, befides he·r having fallen fo far into the decline of life, the af
fairs of Ireland, tho' conducted with abiiity and fuccefs, were frill in diforder, 
and made a great diverfion of her forces. The expence incurred by this war lay 
heavy upon her narrow revenues; and her minifters, taking advantage of her 
great difpolition to frugality, propofed to her an expedient of faving, which, tho' 
fhe at firft difapproved of It, lhe was at !aft induced to embrace. It was reprefented 
to her, that the great fums of money remitted to Ireland for the pay of the Eng
liih forces, came, by the neceffary courfe of circulation, into the hands of there
bels, and enabled them to buy abroad all nece!fary fupplies of arms and ammuni

tion, which, from the extreme poverty of that kingdom and its want of every ufe
ful commodity, they couid not otherwife find means to purchafe. It was there
fore propofed to her, that fhe fhould pay her forces in money of a bate 
alloy; and it was afferted, that, befides the great faving to the revenue, this fpecies 
of coin could never be exported with advantage, and would not pafs in any foreign 
market. Some of the wifer counfellors maintained, that, if the pay of the fol
diers was railed in proportion, the Itifh rebels would neceifarily reap the fame 
benefit from the bafe money, which would always be taken at a rate fuitable to 
its value; if the pay was not raifed, there was danger of a mutiny among the 
troops, who, whatever names might be affixed to the pieces of metal, would foon 
find from experience that they were defrauded in their income *. But Elizabeth, 

* ~amden, p. 643• 
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tho' !be ju!l:ly V1\lued herfelf on fixing the ftandard of the Eoglilh coin, much 
debafed by her prtdecdfors, and had innovated very little in that delicate article, 
was feduced by the fpecious arguments employed by the lord treafurer on this 
occafion; and lhe coined a great quantity of bafe money, which lhe made ufe of 
in the pay of her forces in Ireland *. 

Mourtjoy's MouNTJOY, the deputy, was a man of great ability; and forefeeing the dan
fuccefs in Ire- ger of mutiny among the troops, he led them inftantly into the field, and re
land4 folved, by means of ftriB: difcipline, and by keeping them employed againft the 

23d Septem
ber_. 

enemy, to obviate thofe inconveniencies, which were juftly apprehended. He 
made military roads, and built a fortrefs at Moghery; he drove the Mac-Genifes 
out of Lecale; he harraffed Tyrone in Ulfter with inroads and Jeffer expeditions ; 
and by ddhoying, every where, and during all fearons, the provifions of the 
lrifh, he reduced them to perifh with famine in the woods and moraffes, to which 
they we:re obliged to retreat. At the fame time, Sir Henry Docwray, who com
manded another body of troops, took the caftle of Derry, and put garrifons into 
Newton and Ainogh; and having feized the monaftery of Donnegal near Bali!han
non, he threw troops into it, and defended it againft the affaults of O'Donnel and 
the Irilh. Nor was Sir George Carew idle In the province of Munfrer. He 
feized the titular earl of Defmond, and fent him over, with Florence Macany, 
another chieftain, prifoner to England. He arrell:ed many fufpeB:ed perfvns, and 
took hofi:ages from others. And having got a reinforcement of two thoufand 
men from England, he threw himfe:f into Corke, which he fupplied wi.h arms 
and provifions; and he put every thing in a condition for rt!ifling the Spaniih 
invafion, which was daily expected. The deputy informed of the danger, to 
whi-ch the fouthcrn provinc~·s were expofed, left the profecurion of the war againfl: 
Tyrone, who was reducd tJ great extremity; and he marched with his army into 
Munrter. 

AT laft, the Spaniards, llnder Don John d'.Aquila, arrived at Kin(,le; and Sir 
Richard Piercy, who commandtd 111 the town with" fmall garrifon of an hundr,d 
and fifty men, found himfdf obii~ed co abando.1 it on their appear.;ncc>. Ti1(k in
vaders amounted ro f..Jur r:wufa•1d men, and the Irifh exprtff:d a great ddire to j0in 
them, in or,:er w free [he.11Lives from tile Englilb governmeoc, with whicu chey 
were ex:r_mtly difconrented. Or.e lhief ground of their com;.;laint W<-~S the in· 
troduCti:m of trials by jury t ; :m inflituc;O<J, abhorred by this barba1ous nation, 
tho' nothing contributes more ro the (u;'port of that equity aod hbeny, fur 
which the Engliih laws are fo juft. 1 celebrat,:d. Tcie lrilh alfo bore a great L-

• Ryme", tom. vxi. p. 4'4·· t Camden, F• 644. 
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vour to the Spaniards, having entertained the opinion, that they themfelves were Chap. VIT. 

defcended from that nation ; and their attachment to the catholic religion proved Ii.oi. 

a new caufe of affection to the invaders. D' .t\quila affumed the title of g.:~neral 

in the holy war for the prefervation of the faith in lreLmd ; and he endeavoLJrcd 
to perfuade the people, that ~een Elizabeth was, by feveral bulls of the pope, 
deprived of her crown; that her fubjech were abfolved from their oaths of alle-
giance; and that the Spaniards were come to deliver the lrilb from the power of 
the devil*. Mountjoy found it nec~ffary to act with vigour, in order to prevent a 
total infurrecrion of the Irifh; and having gathered together his forces, he formed Defe~t of the 

. . Spantardsand 
the fiege of Kinfale by land; while Sir Robert Levifon, w1th a fmall fquadron, I nth. 

blockaded- it by fea. He had no fooner begun his operations than he heard of 
the arrival of another body of two thoufand Spaniards, under the command of 
Alphonfo Ocampo, who had taken poffeffion .of Baltimore and Bere-haven; and 
he found himfelf obliged to detach Sir George Carew to oppofe their progrefs. 
Tyrone, meanwhile, with Randal, MacSurley, Tire! baron of Killey, and other 
chieftains of the T rifh, had joined Ocampo with all their forces, and were marching 
t:> the relief of Kinfale. The deputy, informed of their defign by intercepted 
letters, made preparations to receive them ; and being joineJ by Lev ifon with 
fix hundred marines, he pofted his troops on an advantageous ground, which Jay 
on their paffage, leaving fome cavalry to prevent a fally from D'Aquila and the 
Spanilb garrifon. V'v hen Tyrone, with a body oflrilb and Spaniards, approached, 
he was furprized to find the Englilb fo well pofted, and ranged in fuch good 
order; and he immediately founded a retreat: But the deputy gave orders to pur-
fue him; and having thrown thefe advanced troops into diforder, he followed 
them to the main body, whom he alfo attacked, and put to flight, with the 
Daughter of twelve hundred men t. Ocampo was taken prifoner; Tyrone fled 
into Ulfter; O'Donnel made hisefcape into Spain; and D' Aquila, finding himfelf 
reduced to the greateft difficulties, was obliged to capitulate upon fuch terms as 
the deputy prefcribed to him: He furrendered Kinfale and Baltimore, and agreed 
to evacuate the kingdom. This great blow, joined to other flJcceifes, gained by 
Wilmot, governor of Kerry, and by Roger and Gavin Harvey, threw the rebels 
into difmay, and gave a profpec1 of the final reduction of that kingdom. 

THE Irifh war, tho' fuccefsful,. was extremely burthenfome on the ~een's 
revenue; and befides the fupplies granted by Parliament, which were indeed 
very fmall, but which they ever regarded as mighty conceffions, ihe had been 
cbliged, notwithftanding her great frugality, to employ other expedients, 

• Camden, p. 64). t Winwood, vol. i. p. 369. 
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Chap. VIr. fuch as felling the royal demefnes and crown jewels *, and exacting loans from the 
J60I. 

people t, in order to fupport this caufe, fo effential to the honour and interefl:s 
of England. The neceffity of her affairs obliged her again to fummon a Parlia

z-tb saober. ment; and it here appeared, that, tho' old age was advancing faft upon her, tho' 
AP .. rllament. ihe had lofr much of her popularity by the unfortunate execution of Effex, in

fomuch that, when Jbe appeared in public, fhe was not attended with the ufual 
acclamations :j:, yet the powers of her prerogative, fupported by her vigour, ftill 
remained as high and uncontroulable as ever. 

THE active reign of Elizabeth had enabled many perfons to difiinguiih them
felves in civil and military employments ; and the ~een, who was not able, 
from her revenue, to give them any rewards proportioned to their fervices, had 
made ufe of an expedient, which had been employed by her predeceffors, but 
which had never been carried to fuch an extreme as under her adminifl:ration. 
She granted her fervants and courtiers patents for monopolies ; and thefe patents 
they fold to others, who were th~reby enabled to raife commodities to what price 
they pleafed, and who put invincible refl:raints upon all commerce, induftry, and 
emulation. It is aflonifhing to confider the number and importance of thofe 
commodities, which were thus aligned over to patentees. Currants, fait, iron, 
powder, cards, calf-:fkins, felJs, pouldavies, ox-ihin-bones, train oil, lifts of 
cloth, pot-aihes, anflifeeds, vinegar, fea-coals, flee!, aquavitre, brufhes, pots, 
bottles, falt-petre, lead, accidences, oil, calamint-fl:one, oil of blub~er, glaffes, 
paper, flarch, tin, fulphur, new drapery, dried pilchards, tranfportation of iron 
ordnance, of beer, of horn, of lealher, importation of Spaniih wools, of Irifh 
yarn : Thefe are but a part of the commodities, which had been conligned over 
to monopolifts II· When this lift was read over in the houfe, a member cried 
out, Is not bread in the number? Bread, faid every one with afl:oni!hment: Yes, I 
alfure you, replied he, if affairs go on at this rate, we jhall have bread reduced to a 
monopoly before next Parliament §. Thefe tnOQ9polifl:s were fo exorbitant in their 
demands, that in fome places they raifed the price of fait, from fixteen pence a 
bufhel, to fourteen or fifteen £billings +· Such high profits natura!!y begot in
truders upon their commerce; and in order to fecure themfelves againfl: encroach
ments, the patent:'es were armed with high and arbitrary powers from the 
council, by which they were enabled to opprefs the people at pleafure, and to 
exact money from fuch as they thought proper to accufe of interfering with their 
patent ~· The patentees of falt-petre, having the power of entering into every 

* D'Ewes, p. 629. t Ibid. t Ibid, p. 6oz. Ofoorne, p. 6o4. II D'Ewes, P· 648, 
6so, 6sz. § Ibid. p. 64s. + Ibid. p. 647 • ~ Ibid. p. 644,646, 6sz. 
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houfe., and of committing what havock they pleafed in ftables, cellars, or where- Chap. vrr. 
ever they fufpeCl:ed falt-petre might be gathered; commonly ~xtorted money 16oi, 

from thofe who defired to free themfelves from this da;nage or trouble*. And 
while all domefi:ic intercourfe was thus refl:rained, left any fcope fhould remain 
for indull:ry, almofl: every fpecies of foreign commerce was confined to exclufive 
companies, who bought and fold at any price, that they themfelves thought pro~ 
per to offer or exact. 

THESE grievances, the moft intolerable for the prefent, and the mofl: perni
cious in their confequences, that ever were known in any age or under any go
vernment, had been mentioned in the lafl: Parliament, and a petition had even 
been prefented to the ~een, complaining of the patents; but !he ftill perfifl:ed 
in defending her monopolifts againft her people. A bill was now introduced into 
the lower houfe aboli!hing all thefe monopolies; and as the former application had 
been unfuccefsful, a law was inG.ll:ed on as the only certain expedient for correct
ing thefe abufes : The courtiers, on the other hand, maintained, that this matttr 
regarded the prerogative, and that the commons could never hope for fuccefs, if 
they did not make application, in the mofl: humble and refpeCl:ful manner, to the 
~een's goodnefs and beneficence. The topics, which were advanced in the houfe, 
and which came equally from the courtiers and the country gentlemen, and were 
admitted 'by both, will appear the mofl: extraordinary to fuch as are prepoffeift:d 
with an idea of the privileges enjoyed by the people during their age, and of the 
liberty poffcifed under the adminiflration of Elizabeth. It was afferted, that the 
~een inherited both an enlarging and a refl:raining power; by her prerogative !he 
might fet at liberty what was refl:rained by fl:atute or otherwife, and by her prero
gative ihe might refl:rain what was otherwife at liberty t : That the royal preroga
tive was not to be canvaffed nor difputed nor examined t; and did not even admit 
of any limitation 11 : That abfolute princes, fuch as the fovereigns of England, were 
a fpecies of divinity §: That it w~s in vain to attempt tying the ~een's hands 
by laws or fl:atutes; fince, by means of her difpenfing power, fhe could loofen 
herfelf at her pleafure .J-: That even if a claufe !hould be annexed to a ll:atute, 
excluding her difpenfing power; fhe could firfl: .difpenfe with that claure, and· 
then with the fl:atute qf. After all this difcourfe, more worthy of a Turkifh divan 
than of an Engli!h houfe of commons, according to our prefent idea of this 
aifembly, the OEeen, who perceived how odious monopolies had become, and 
what heats were likely to rife, fent for the fpeaker, and defired him to inform 

* D'Ewe,, p. 653• 
M Ibid. P· 6,6, 654.· 

VoL. IV. 

t Ibid. p. 6+4, 675· 
§ Ibid. p. 649· + Ibid, 

R r 

t Ibid. p. 644, 6+9· 
~ Ibid. 1'• 64o, 646. 

the 



go6 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

Chap. VII. the houfe, that fhe would immediately cancel the moft grievous and oppreffive 
I tot· of thefe patents *. 

THE 

* It may not be amifs to fubjoin fome paff'ages of thefe fpeeches; which may ferve very much to 

give us a juft idea of the government of that age, and of the political principles, which prevailed dur. 
ing the reign of Elizabeth. Mr. Laurence Hyde propofed a bill, entitled, An aB:for the explanation 
of the common law in certain cafes of letters patent. Mr. Spicer faid, This bill may touch the pre
rogative-royal, which, as I learned in the laft Parliament, is fo tranfcendant, that the- of the fub
jeCl: may not afpire thereunto. Far be it therefore from me, that the ftate and prerogative. royal of the 
prince fhould be tied by me or by the aB: of any other fubjetl:. Mr. Francis Bacon faid, As to the pre
rogative-royal of the prince, for my own part, I ever allowed of it; and it is fuch as I hope will never 
be difcuff'ed. The ~een, as fhe is our fovereign, hath both an enlarging and refiraining power, For 
by her prerogative fhe may fet at liberty things refirained by ftatute law or otherwife, and fecondly by 
her prerogative fhe may reftrain things which be at liberty. For the firft, fhe may grant a non oh.ftante 
contrary to the penal laws.--With regard to monopolies and fuch like cafes, the cafe hath ever been · 
to humble ourfelves unto her majefl:y, and by petition delire to have our grievances remedied, efpe-· 
cially when the remedy toucheth her fo nigh in point of prerogative.--! fay, and I fay it again, that · 
we ought not to deal, to judge or meddle with her majefty's prerogative. I wifh therefore every man 
to be careful of this bufinefs. Dr. Bennet faid, He that goeth about to debate her majefty's preroga:ive 
had need to walk warily. Mr. Laurence Hyde faid, For the bill itfelf, I made it, and I think I un-. 
derftand it: And far be it from this heart of mine to think, this tongue to fpeak, or this hand to write 
any thing either in prejudice or derogation of her majefl:y's prerogative-royal and the ftate.--Mr. 
Speaker, quoth ferjeant Harris, for ought I fee, the houfe moveth to have this bill in the nature of a . 
petitiOn. It mull: then begin with more humiliation. And truly, Sir, the bill is good of itfelf, but· 
the penning of it is fomewhat out of courfe. Mr. Montague faid, The matte!' is good and honefr, 
and I like this manner of proceeding by bill well enough in this matter. The grievances are great, 
and I would note only unto you this much, that the lafl: Parliament we pro~eeded by way of petition, 
which had no fuccefsful effeB:. Mr. Francis More faid, I know the ~een's prerogative is a thing 
curious to be dealt withal; yet all grievances are not comparable •. I cannot utter with my tongue or 
conceive with my heart the great grievances that the town and country, for which I ferve, fuffereth by. 
fome of thefe monopolies. It bringeth the general profit into a private hand, and the end of all this is 
~eggary and bondage t_o the fubjeCl:~. We h~ve a law for th;true and faithful curryi~g ?f leather: Th~re 
1s a patent fets all at liberty, notw1thftandmg that ftatute. i" And to what purpofe 1s 1t to do any thmg 
by aB: of Parliament, when the ~een will undo the fame"by her prerogative? Out of the fp1rit of hu-. 
miliation, Mr. Speaker, I do fpeak it, there is no aB: of hers that hath been or is more derogatory to 
her own majefty, more odious to the fubjetl:, more dangerous to the commonwealth than the grant-. 
ing of thefe monopolies. Mr. Martin faid, I do fpeak for a town that grieves and pines, for a country 
that groaneth and languifheth under the burthen of monftrous and unconfcionable fubfiitutes to the mo
nopolitans of ftarch, tin, fifh, cloth, oil, vinegar, fait, and I know not what; nay, what no~? The 
principaleft commodities both of my town and country are engraft into the h::~nds of the(e blood
fuckers of the commonwealth. If a body, Mr. Speaker, being let blood, be left ftdl languilhing 
without any remedy, how can the good efl:ate of that body ftill remain? :-1uch is the fl:ate of my rown 
and country; the traffic is taken away, the inward and private commodities are taken away, ·1nd dare 
not be ufed without the licence of thefe monopolitans. If thefe blood-fuckers be ftilllet alone to fuck 
up the beft and principaleft commodities, which the earth there hath given us, what will become of 

us,. 
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TaE houfe was ll:ruck with afi:onifhment, and admiration, and gratitude at Chap. vrr. 
this extraordinary inftance of the ~een'sgoodnefs and condefcenfion. A mem- ·16°1• 

ber 

es, from whom the fruits of our own foil and the commodities of our own labour, which with the 
f weat of our brows, even up to the knees in mire and dirt, we have laboured for, fhall be taken by 
warrant of fupreme authority, which the poor fubjeB: dare not gainfay ? Mr. George Moore faid, 
We know the power of her majefty cannot be reftrained by any aB:; why therefore fhould we thus 
talk? Admit we fhould make this ftatute with a non ohjlante; yet the Q!een may grant a patent with 
a non ohjlante, to crofs this non o/;Jlante. I think therefore it agreeth more with the gravity and wifdom 
of this houfe to proceed with all .humblenefs by petition than bill. Mr. Downland faid, As I would 
be no let or over-vehement in any thing, fo I am not fottilh or fenfelefs of the common grievance of 
the commonwealth. If we proceed by way of petition, we can have no more gracious anfwer, than 
we had the !aft Parliament to our petition. But fince that Parliament, we have no reformation. Sir 
Robert Wroth faid, I fpeak, and I fpeak it boldly, thefe patentees are worfe than ever they were. 
Mr. Hayward Townfend propofed, that they lhould make fuit to her majefty, not only to repeal all 
monopolies grievous to the fubjeB:, but alfo that it would pleafe her majefty to give the Parliament 
leave to make an aB:, that they might be of no more force, validity, or effeCt, than they are at the 
common law, without the ftrength of her prerogative. Which tho' we might now do, and the aB: be
ing fo reafonable, we might affure ourfelves her majefty would not delay the paffing thereof, yet we, 
her loving fubjeets, &c. would not offer without her privity and confent (the caufe fo nearly touching 
her prerogative) or go about to do any fuch act. 

On a fubfequent day, the bill againft monopolies was again introduced, and Mr. Spicer faid, It is 
to no purpofe to offer to tie her majefty's hands by act of parliament, when fhe may loofen herfelf at 
her pleafure. Mr. Davies faid, God hath given that power to abfolute princes, which he attributes to 
himfelf. Dixi quod Dii ejlis. (N. B. This axiom he applies to the Kings of England.) Mr. Secre
tary Cecil faid, I am fervant tQ the Q:.een, and before I would fpeak and give confent to a cafe that 
fuould debafe her prerogative, or abridge it, I would wifh that my tongue were cut out of my head. 
I am fure there were law-makers before there were laws : (Meaning, I fuppofe, that the fovereign was 
above the laws.) One gentleman went about to poffefs us, wirh the execution of the law in an ancient 
record of 5 or 7 of Edward the third. Likely enough to be true in that time, when the King was 
afraid of the fubjeet. If you ftand upon Jaw, and difpute of the prerogative, heark ye what Braeton 
fays, Prrerogati'Vam nojlram nemo audeat diJPutare. And for my own part, I like not thefe conrfes 
.fhould be taken. And you, Mr. Speaker, fhould perform the charge her majefl:y gave unto you, in 
the beginning of this Parliament, not to receive bills of this nature: For her majefty's ears be open 
to all grievances, and her hands ftretched out to every man's petitions. When the prince dif
penfes with a penal law, that is left to the alteration of fovereignry, that is g~od and irrevocable. 
Mr. Mont'lgue faid, I am loth to fpeak what I know, left, perhaps, I iliould d1fpleafe. The prero
gative-royal is that which is now in quefl:ion, and which the laws of the land have ever allowed and 

maintained. Let us therefore apply by peti~ion to her majelly. 
After the fpeaker told the houfe, that the Q!een had annulled many of t~e patents, M:· Francis 

Moore faid, I mull confefs, Mr. Speaker, I moved the houfe both the Jail Parliament and this, touch
ing this point; but I never meant (and I hope the houfe thinketh fo) to fet limits and bounds to the 
prerogative-royal. He proceeds to move, that 'thanks fhould be given to her maje!l:y; and alfo, that 
whereas divers fpeeches have been moved extravagantly in the houfe, which doubdefs have been told 
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ber faid, with tears in his eyes, that if a fentence of everlafi:ing happinefs had 
been pronounced in his favour, he could not have felt more joy than that with, 
which he was at prefent overwhelmed *. Another obferved, that this meifage 
from the facred perfon of the ~een, was a kind of gofpel or glad tidings, and 
ought to be received as fuch, and be written in the tablets of their hearts t. And 
it was farther remarked, that in the fame manner as the Deity would not give his 
glory to another,. fo the Queen herfelf was the only agoot in their prefent prof. 
perity and happinefs :!:· The houfe voted, that the fpeaker, with a certain num

ber of members, fhould afk permiffion to wait on her majefi:y, and return her 
thanks for her gracious conceffions to her people. 

her majefiy, and perhaps ill c,:,nceived of by her, Mr. Speaker would apolog;ze, and' humbly crave: 
pardon for the fame. N. B. Thefe extracts were taken by Townfend, a member of the houle, who 
was no courtier; and the ex:ravagance of the fpeeches feems rather to be on-the other fide: It will~ 
certainly appear odd to us, that this liberty fhould be thought extravagant. However, the Qi!een,. 
notwithftanding her cajoling the houfe, was fo ill fatisfied with thefe proceedings, that Ihe fpoke of' 
them peevifhly in her concluding fpeech, and told' them, that .fhe perceived, that private refpects with'·, 
them were privately mafqued under public prefem:e. D'Ewes, p. 6191 

There were fome other topics, in favour of prerogative, frill more extravagant,. advanced.-in the, 
houfe this Parliament. When the queftion of the fubfidy was before. them, Mr. Searjl!ant- Heyle faid,, 
Mr. Speaker, I marvel much, that the houfe Ihould ftand upon granting of a fubfidy or the time of' 
payment, wlien all we have is her majefty'J, and fhe may lawfully at her pleafure take it from us: Yea , 
.fhe hath as much right to all our lands and goods as tJ any revenue of her crown-. At which all the· 
houfe hemmea, and laughed, and talked. Well, quoth ferjeant Heyle, all your hemming !hall not put· 
me out of countenance. So, Mr. Speaker ftood up and faid, It is a great d-iforder, that this .fhould be 

IJJed.--So the faid ferjeant proceeded, and when he had fpoken a little while, the houfe hemmed· 
again; and fo he fat down. In his latter fpeech, he fdd, he could prove hi:i former pofition by pre
cedents in the time of Henry the third, King John, King Stephen, &c. which was the occafion of 
their hemming. D'Ewes, p. 633. It i? obferv.ible, that Heyle was an eminent lawyer, a man of 
character. Winwood, vol. i. p. 290. And tho' the hou(e in general iliewed their di{approbation, 
no one cared to take him down, o: oppofe thefe extravagant pofitions. It was aifo. afferted this fef
fton, that in the fame manner as the Roman conful was poffeifed of the power of rejecting or admit
ting motions in the fen ate, the Speaker might either admit or reject bills in the houfe. D'Ewes, p. 
677. The houfe declared themfelves againft this opinion;_ but the very propofal of it is a proof at 
what a low ebb liberty was at that time in England·; 

In the year 1591, the judges made a folemn decree,. that England was an abfolute empire, of which 
the King was the head. ln confeq uence of this opinion, they determined, that even if the act of the 
nrft of Elizabeth had never been made, the King was fupreme head of the church; and might have· 
erected, by his prerogative, fuch a court as the ecclefiaftical commiffion: For that he was the head of 
all his fubjects. Now that court was plainly arbitrary: The inferen.ce is, that his power was equaHy 
abfol ute over the laity. See Coke's Reports, p. 5. Caudrey's cafe. 

• D'Ewes, p. 654.. t Ibid. p •. 656.. i Ibid. p. 65.7· 
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WHEN the fpeaker, with the other members, was introduced to the ~een, they Chap. vn. 
aU flung themfelves on their knees; and remained in that pofture a confiderable I6o1. 

timt>, till fhe thought proper to exprefs her defi1c, that they !hould rife. The 
fpeaker difplayed the gratitude of the commons, on account that her facred ears 
we.re ever ope11 to hear them, and her bleffed hands ever ftretched out to relieve 
them. They acknowleged, he faid, in all duty and th,wkfulnefs acknowleged, that, 
before they called, her preventing grace, and all-deferving goodnejs watched over. 
them for their good; more ready to give than they coutd defire, much lefs deferve. 
He remarked, that the attribute which was moil: proper to God,. to perform all. 
he promi(erh. appertaineth alfo to her; and that !he was all trutht a11 conftancy~. 
and all goodnefs. And he concluded with . thefe expreffions, " Neither do we. 
" prefent our thanks in woFds or any outward fign, which .can be no fufficient. 
" retribution for fo great goodnefs ; but in all duty and thankfulnefs, proftrate 
" at your feet, we prefent our moil: loyal and thankful hearts, even the lafr drop, 
" of blood. in our hearts, and the. laft fpirit of breath in our noftrils, to be 
" poured out,. to be breathed up, for your fafety 11 .. " The ~een heard very pa-, 
tiently this fpeech, where !he was flattered in phrafes appropriated to the Su-
preme Being; and !he ret_urned an anfwer,. full of fucb expreffions of tendernefs 
towards her people, as ought to have appeared fulfome after rhe late infrances of 
rigour which :!he had employed, and from which nothing. but necellicy had 
made her dep:trt. Thus was this. critical affair happily terminated ; and r=Liza-
beth, by prudently receding, in tir,1e, from her rights, maintained her dignity, 
and preferved the affections of her people. 

THE commons granted her a fupply very unprecedented, c·f four fubfidies and 
eight fifteenths ; and they were even fo dutiful as to vote this fupply before they 
received any fatisfaCtion in the bufinefs of monopoiies, which they juftly conlidered 
as of the utrpofr. confequence to the interefr and happinefs of the nation. Had 
they attempted to ext.ort that concellion by keeping the fupply in fufl-'ence ; fo 
haughty .was the ~een's difpofition, that this appearance of confl:raint and jealoufy 
had been fufficient to have produced a denial of all their requefi:o, and to have 
forced her _into fome acts of authority !till more violent and arbitrary. 

THE remaining events of this reign are neither very numerous nor importa·nt.: r6oz~ 

The ~een, finding that the Spaniards had involved her in fo much rrouhlr-, by 
fomenting and allift1ng the lritll' rebellion, refolved to giv€ them emp'oyrnent <>t 

home; and !he fitted out a fquadro:1 of nine fh1ps under S;r Rirl1ard Lev1fon, 
admiral, and. Sir Wiiliam· Monfon, vice-admiral, whom. !he 1i::u1: .on an ex.ptdi~ 

IJ D'Ewes,. p. 65.8, 659_. 
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Chap. VII. tion to the coafi: of Spain. The admiral, with part of the fquadron, met the 
· 
1 602

' . galleons loaded with treafure ; but was not fl:rong enougn to attack them : The 
·vice-admiral alfo fell in with fome very rich !hips; but they efcaped for a like rea
fan : And thefe two brave officers, that their expedition might not be entirely 
fruitlefs, refolved to attack the harbour of Cerimbra in Portugal, where, they re
ceived intelligence, a very rich Carrack had taken ihelter. The harbour was 
guarded by a caftle : There were eleven gallies fi:ationed in it : And the militia of 
the country, to the number, as was believed, of twenty thoufand men, appeared in 

. arms on the ihore: Yet notwithftanding thefe obfi:acles, and others derived from 
the winds and tides, the Engliih fquadron broke into the harbour, difmounted the 
guns of the cafi:le, funk or burnt, or put to flight, the gallies, and obliged the 
carrack to furrender !· They brought her home to England, and the was va
-lued at a million of ducats II· A fenfible lofs to the Spaniards; and a fupply frill 
more confiderable to Elizabeth +· 

THE affairs of Ireland, after the defeat of Tyrone, and the expulfion of the 
Spaniards, hail:ened to a fettlement. Lord Mountjoy divided his army into fmall 
parties, and harraffed the rebels on every fide : He built Charlemont, and 
many other fmall forts, which were impregnable to the Iriib, and guarded all 
the important paifes of the country : The activity of Sir Henry Docwray and 

16o3. Sir Arthur Chicheil:er, permitted no repofe or fecurity to the rebels : And many 
of the chieftains, after lkulking, during fame t_ime, like wild beafts, in woods and 

Tyrone's 
f uba1iffion. moraffes, fubmitted to mercy, and received fuch conditions as the deputy was 

pleafed to impofe upon them. Tyrone himfelf made application by Arthur Mac
baron, his brother, to be received upon terms; but Mountjoy would not admit 
him, except he made an abfolute furrender of his life and fortune to the QEeen's 
mercy. He appc:ared before the deputy at Millefont, in a habit and poil:ure 
fuitable to his prefent fortune ; and after acknowleging his offence in the moft 
humble terms, he was committed to cuil:ody by Mountjoy, who intended to bring 
him over captive into England, to be difpofed of at the ~een's pleafure. 

Q!een's fick- BuT Elizabeth was now in~apable of receiving any fatisfacti.on from this for
nefs. tunate event: She had fallen mto a profound melancholy; wh1ch all the advan

tages of her high fortune, all the glories of her profperous reign, were unable, in 
any degree, to alleviate or a!fuage. Some afcribed this depreffion of mind to her 
repentance of granting a pardon to Tyrone, whom the had always refolved to 

~: Mon!on, p. dlr. II Camden, p. 647. 
+ This ye1r the Span:ards begun the fiege of Of'cend, which was bravely defended for five months 

by Sir Frarcis Vere. The ftates then relieved him, by fending a new governor; and on the whole the 
fiege lafced three years1 and is computed to have coft the lives of an hundred thoufand men. 

bring 
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15ring to condign punifhment for his treafons, but who had made fuch interefr 

with the minifl:ers, as to extort a remiffion from her. Orhers, with more likeli
hood, accounted for her dejection, by a difcovery which fhe had made; of the 
correfpondence maintained in her court with her fucceifor the King of Scots, CJnd 
by the neglect, to which, on account of her old age and infirmities, fhe imagin
ed herfelf to be expofed. But there is another caufe affigned for her melancholy, 
which has long been rejected by hifl:orians as romantic, but which late difcoverits 
feem to have confirmed*: Some incidents happened which revived her tender. 
nefs for Effex, and filled her with the deepeft farrow for the confent which ihe 
had unwarily given to his execution. 

THE earl of Eifex, after his return from the fortunate expedition againft Cadiz; 
obferving the increafe of the ~een's fond attachment towards him, took occa
fion to regret, that the neceffity of her fervice required him often to be abfent 
from her perfon, and expofed him to all thofe ill offices which his enemies, more 
affiduous in their attendance, could employ againf1: him. She was moved with 
this tender jealoufy ; and making him the prefent of a ring, defired him to keep 
that pledge of her affection, and aifured him, that into whatever difgrace he ihould 
fall, whatever prejudices ihe might be induced to entertain againft him, yet, if 
he fent her that ring, ihe would immediately, upon the fight of it, recollect her 
former tendernefs, would afford him again a hearing, and would lend a favour
able ear to his apology. EJTex, notwithftanding all his misfortunes, referved 
this precious gift to the laft extremity; but after his trial and condemnation, he 
refolved to try the experiment, and he committed the ring to the countefs of 
Nottingham, whom he defired to deliver it to the ~eeo. The countefs was pre
vailed on by her huiband, who was E!fex's capital enemy, not to execute the 
ccmmiffion; and Elizabeth, who fl:ill expected that her favourite would make 
this latt appeal to her tendernefs, and who afcribed the neglect of it to his invin
cible obftinacy, was, after much delay, and many internal combats, puihed by 
refentment and policy to fign the warrant for his execution. The countefs of 
Nottingham, falling into ficknefs, and finding herfelf approach towards her end~ 
was feized with remorfe for her conduct; and having obtained a vifit from the 
~een, ihe craved her pardon, and revealed to her the fatal fecrer. The ~een~ 
aftonilhed with this incident, burft into a furious paffion: lhe !hook the dying 
countets in her bed ; and crying to her, That God might pardon htr, but jhe ne7.:eT. 
could, ihe broke from her, and thenceforth refigned herfelf over to the deepeft 

* See the proofs of this remarkable faa collected in Birch'~ Negoc!ationa, p. zo6, and Memoirs, 
vol.1i, p. 481, 505, so6, &c, 
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and moll: incurable melancholy. She rejeCted all confolation: She even refufed 
food and fuftenance: And throwing herfelf on the floor, fhe kept herfelf filent 
and immoveable, feeding h~r thoughts on her affiiB:ions, and declaring life and 
exiftence an infufferable burthen to her. Few words fhe uttered ; and. they were 
all expreffive of fo,11e inward grief which fhe cared not to reveal: But fighs and 
groans were the chief vent which fhe gave to her defpondency, and which, tho' 
they difcovered her farrows, were never able to eare or affuage them. Ten days 
and nights fhe lay upon the carpet, leaning on cufhions which her maids brought 
her; aod her phyficians could not perfuade her to allow herfelf to be put to bed, 
much lefs to make trial of any remedies which they prefcribed to her*. Her anxi
ous mind at !ail: bad fo long preyed on her frail body, that her end was vifibly 
approaching; and the council, being affembled, fent the lord keeper, the lord 
admiral, and the fecretary, to know her mind with regard to her fuccc:ffor. She 
anf wered with a faint voice, that as fhe had held a regal fceptre, ihe defired no 
other than a royal fucceffor. Cecil requefting her to explain herfelf more p:c..-li
cularly, ihe fubjoined, that fhe would have a King to fucceed her; and who 
ihould that be but her neareil: kinfman, the King of Scots. Being then advifed 
by the archbi!hop of Canterbury, to fix her thoughts upon God, fne replied, 
that ihe did fo, nor did her mind in the leaft wander from him. Her voice foon 
after left her, her fenfes failed, ihe fell into a lethargic ilumber, which continued 
[orne hours, and fhe expired gently, without farther ftruggle or convulfion, in 
the feventieth year of her age, and forty-fifth of her reign. 

SucH a da'rk cloud overcail: the evening of that day, which had !hone out with a 
mighty luftre in the eyes of all Europe. There are few great perfonages in hiftory 
who have been more expo fed to the calumny of enemies, and the adulation of friend~, 
than ~een Elizabeth; and yet there fcarce is any, whofe reputation has been 
more certainly determined, by the unanimous confent of pofterity. The unufual 
length of her adminiil:ration, and the ftrong features of her charaCter, were able 
to overcome all prejudices; and obliging her detraCtors to abate much of their 
inveCtives, and her admirers fomewhat of their panegyrics, have at ]aft, in fpite 
of political faCtions, and what is more, of religious animofities, produced an 
uniform judgment with regard to her conduCt. Her vigour, her conftancy, her 
magnanimity, her penetr:~tion, vigilance, addrrfs, are allowed to merit the high
eft praifes, and appear not to have been furpaffed by any perfon who ever filled a 
throne: A conduct lefs rigorous, lefs imperious, mo;e fincere, more indulgent 
to her people, would have been requifite to form a perfeCt character. By the 
.force of .her mind, :fhe controuled all her more aCtive and fhonger qualities, and 

• .Strype, vol. iv. No. Zi6• 
prevented 
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prevented them from running into excefs : Her heroifm Wats exempt from all te- Chap. VII. 

merity, her frugality from avarice, her friendlhip from partiality, her active 16°3· 

temper from turbulency and a vain ambition: She guarded not herfelf with equal 
care or equal fuccefs from Ieifer infirmities; the rivalihip of beauty, the defire of 
admiration, the jealoufy of love, and the fallies of anger. 

HER fingular talents for government were founded equally on her temper and 
on her capacity. Endowed with a great command over herfelf, 1he foon ob
tained an uncontrouled afcendant over her people ; and while lhe merited all their 
efteem by her real virtues, ihe alfo engaged their affection by her pretended ones. 
Few fovereigns of England fucceeded to the throne in more difficult circum
frances ; and none ever conducted the government with fuch uniform fuccefs and 
felicity. Tho' unacquainted with the practice of toleration, the true fecret for 
managing religious factions, lhe preferved her people, by her fuperior prudence, 
from thofe confufions in which theological controverfy had involved all the neigh
bouring nations : And tho' he~ enemies were the moft powerful princes of Eu
-rope, the moft active, the moft enterprizing, the leaft. fcrupulous, 1he was able 
by her vigour to make deep impreffions on their ftate: Her own greatnefs mean
while remained untouched and unimpaired. 

THE wife minifters, and brave warriors, who flouriihed during her reign, 1hare 
-the praife of her fuccefs ; but inftead of leffening the applaufe due to her, they 
make great addition to it. They owed, all of them, their advancement to her 
,choice ; they, were fupported by her conftancy ; and with all theic ability, they 
were never able to acquire any undue afcendant over her. In her family, in her 
court, in her kingdom, !he remained equally miftrefs :' The force of the tender 
paffions was great over her, but the force of her mind was ftill fuperior ; and the 
combat which her victory vifibly coft her, ferves only to difplay the firmnefs of 
.her refolution, and the loftinefs of her ambitious fentiments. 

THE fame of this princefs, tho' it has furmounted the prejudices both of fac
tion and of bigotry, yet lies frill expofed to another prejudice, which is more 
durable becaufe more natural, and which, according to the different views in 
which we furvey her, is capable either of exalting beyond meafure, or diminiih
ing the luftre of her character. This prejudice is founded on the confideration of 
.her fex. When we contemplate her as a woman, we are apt to be ftruck with the 
.higheft admiration of her great qualities and extenfive capacity; but we are alfQ 
apt to r-equire fame more foftnefs of difpolition, fame greater lenity of temper, 
fame of thofe amiable weakneifes by which her fex is diftinguifhed. But the true 
.method of eftimating her merit, is to lay afide all thefe -conliderations, and 
confider her merely as a rational being, placed in authority, and entrufted with 

VoL. IV. S f the 



H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

;..'h:::p. VII. the government of mankind. We may find it difficult to reconcile our fancy to 
16°3· her as a wife or a miftrefs; but her qualities as a fovereign, tho' with fome confi~ 

derable exceptions, are the object: of undifputed applaufe and approbation. 

c.wernment, 
manners, 
commerce, 
arts and 
learning. 

* 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 
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THE party among us who have diftinguifhed themfelves by their adherence 
to liberty and a popular government, have long indulged their prejudices againft 
the fucceeding race of princes, by beftowing unbounded panegyrics on the virtue 
and wifdom of Elizabeth. They have even been fo extremely ignorant of the 
tranfacrions of this reign, as to extol her for a quality which, of all others, fhe 
was the leaft polfeffed of; a tender regard for the confl:itution, and a concern for 
the liberties and privileges of her people. But as it is fcarce poffible for the pre
polfeffions of party to throw a veil much longer over facts fo palpable and unde
niable, there is danger left the public fhould run into the oppofite extreme, and 
fhould entertain an averfion to the memory of a princefs who exercifed the royal 
authority in a manner fo contrary to all the ideas which we at prefent entertain of 
a legal conllitution. But Elizabeth only ft!~pported the prerogatives which were 
tranfmitted to her by her immediate predeceffors : She believed that her fubjects 
were entitled to no more liberty than their ancefl:ors enjoyed: She found that they 
entirely acquiefced in her arbitrary adminiftration: And it was not natural for her 
to find fault with a form of government, by which 1he herfelf was invefl:ed with 
fuch unlimited authority. In the particular exerti~ns of power, the quefl:ion 
ought never to be forgot, What is befl? But in the general diftribution of power 
among the feveral members of a conftitution, there can feldom be admitted any 
other quefl:ion, than "fVhat is ufual? Few examples occur of princes, who have 
willingly refigned their power: None of thofe who have, without fl:ruggle, al
lowed it to be extorted from them. If any other rule than eftablifhed practice 
be followed, factions and diffentions muft multiply without end: And tho' many 
conftitutions, and none more than the Britith, have been improved even by vio
lent innovations, the praife which we bellow on thofe patriots, to whom we are 
indebt' d for our privileges, ought to be given with fome referve, and furely with
out the leaft rancour againft thofe who adhered to the antient conftitution. 

IN order to underftand the antient confl:itution of England *, there is not a 
period which deferves more to be ftudied than the reign of Elizabeth. The pre

rogatives 

* By the antient confl:itution, is here meant that which prevailed, before the fettlement of our pre
fent plan of liberty. There was a more antient conftitution, where, tho' the people had perhaps 
lefs liberty than under the Tudors, yet the King had alfa lefs authority : The power of the barons 

was 
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rogatives of this princefs were fcarce ever difputed, and fhe therefore employed Chap. VII. 

them without fcruple: Her imperious temper, a circumftance in which !he went 
far beyond her fucceffors, rendered her exertions of power violent and frequent, 
and difcovered the full extent of her authority: The great popularity which fhe 
enjoyed, proves, that !he did not infringe any eftablifhed liberties of the people : 
1'here remain monuments numerous enough to afcertain the moft noted acrs of 
her adminiftration : And tho' thefe monuments muft be fought for remote from the 
ordinary hiftorians, they become only the more al,lthentic on that account, and 
ferve for a ftronger proof, that the particular exertions of her power were conceiv-
ed to be nothing but the ordinary courfe of adminiftration, fince they were not 
thought remarkable enough to be recorded even by contemporary writers. If there 
was any difference in this particular, the people, in former reigns, feem rather to 

have been more fubmiffive than during the age of Elizabeth*. It may not here 
be improper to recount fome of the antient prerogatives of the crown, and lay 
open the fources of that great power which the Englifh monarchs formerly en-
joyed. 

ONE of the moft ancient and moft eftablifhed inftruments of power was the 
court of Star-chamber, which poffeffed an unlimited difcretionary authority 
of fining, imprifoning, and inflicting corporal punifhment, and whofe jurif
dicrion extended to all forts of offences, contempts, and diforders, that lay 
not within reach of the common law. The members of this court confifted 
of the privy council and the judges; men, who all of them e1~oyed their of
fices during pleafure : And when the prince himfelf was prefent, he was the 
fole judge, and all the others could only interpofe with their advice. There 
needed but this one court in any government, to puc an end to all regular, legal, 
and exact plans of liberty. For who durft fet himfelf in oppofition to the crown 
and miniftry, or afpire to the characrer of being a patron of freedom, while ex:. 
pofed to fo arbitrary a jurifdiCl:ion ? I much quell:ion, whether any of the abfo
lute monarchies in Europe contain, at prefent, fo illegal and defpotic a tribunal. 

was a great check upon him, and exercifed great tyranny over them. But there was ftill a more an
tient conftitution, viz. that before the figning of the charter, where neither the people nor the barons 
had any regular authority; and the power of the government was a! moll: wholly in the King. The 
Engli!h conftitution, like all others, has been in a ll:ate of continual fluB:uation. 

* In a memorial of the ftate of the realm, drawn by fecretary Cecil, in rsfig, there is this pafrage. 
" Then followeth the decay of obedience in civil policy, wh;ch being compared with the fearfulnefs 
" and reverence of all inferior eftates to their fuperiors in times .pall, will aftonilh any wife and con
.. fiderate perfon, to behold the defperation of reformation." Haynes, p. 586. Again, p. 588. 

Sf2 THE 
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Chap .. VJJ. THE court of High Commiffion was another jurifdiB:ion ftill more terriiJleJ~ 
both becaufe the crime of herefy, of which it took cognizance, was more unde~ 
finable than any civil offence, and becaufe its met~ods of inquifition and of ad
minifl:ering oaths, were more contrary to aU the moft fimple ideas of juftice 
and equity. The fines and imprifonments impofed by this court· were frequent ~ 
The deprivations and fufpenfions of; the clergy for non-conformity, were alfo very 
numerous, and comprehended at· one· time the third of all the ecclefiaftics of 
England t. The ~een, in a letter to the archbifhop of Canterbury, faid ex~ 
prefsly, that fhe was refolved, " That no man fhould be fuffered to decline either 
'' on the left or on the right hand, from the drawn line limited by authority, and 
." by her laws and injunctions t;" 

BuT Martial Law went far beyond even thefe two courts irr a prompt and arbi• 
trary and violent method of decifion. Whenever there was any infurreB:ion or 
public diforder, the crown employed martial· law; and it was, during that time, 
exercifed not only over the foldiers; .. but over the whole people: Any one might: 
be punifhed as a rebel, or an aider and abettor of rebellion, whom the provofr
marfhal or lieutenant of counties, or their deputies, pleafed to fufpeB:. Lord 
Bacon fays, that the trial at common law granted ·to the earl of E:Cfex, and his fer-..
low confpirators-, was a favour: For that the cafe would have born and required 
the feverity of martial law II· We have feen inilances of its being employed by 
Qleen Mary in defence of orthodoxy. There remains a letter of ~een Eliza
beth's to the earl ofSulfex, afrer the fuppreffion of the northern rebellion, in·which: 
fhe reproves- him fharply, becaufe fue had not ·heard of his having done any execu
tion by martial law+;· tho' it is· probable, that ·near eight hundred perfons fuffer
ed, one way or other, on account of that flight infurreB:ion. . But the Kings of· 
England did not always limit the exercife of ·this law to the times of war-and re
bellion. In I 552, when there was no rebellion or· infurreCl:ion, King Edward 
granted a commiffion of martial law;· and empowered the commiffioners to exe~ 
cute it-, as jhould be thought by their difcretions moft necejfary §.- ~een Elizabeth 
too was not fparing in the ufe of this law. In 1573, one Peter Burcher, a pu.ri~ 
tan, being perfuaded that it was. lawful or meritorious to kill fuch as oppofed the. 
truth of the gofpel, ran·anto the ftreets,. and wounded Hawkins the famous fea
captain, whom he took for Hatton; the ~1een's favoUirite.- The ~een 
was fo incenfed, that ihe · ordered him· to be puniilied infHmtly by mar
tial law ; but upon the remonftrance of fame prudent counfeltors, who told 
her, that that law ought to be confined to .. turbulent, times,. fhe recalled 

t Neal, vol. i. p. 4-79· :t Muulen. p. 183. II Vol. iv. p. po. .J..MS. of 
l01d Royfion's from the Paper Office. § Strype's Ecclef. Mem. voJ. ii. p. 37 J, 458, 9· 

7 htf· 
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Her order, and delivered over Burchet to the common law •. But fh'e continued Chap. vn. 
not always fo referved in exerting this authority. There remains a proclamation 
ot'hers, in which fhe orders martial law to be ufed againft all fuch as import bulls,. 
or even forbidden books and pamphlets from abroad + ; and prohibits the lieute-
nants or their deputies to be queftioned for their arbitrary punifhment.of fuch of-
fenders, any law or flatute to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. We have 
an0ther act of hers ftill more extraordinary. The ftreets of London were very 
much infefted with idle vagab0nds and riotous perfons : The lord mayor had 
endeavoured to reprefs this diforder: The Star-chamber had exerted its authority, 
and inflicted punilhmeni: on thefe rioters : But the ~een, finding thofe remedies 
ineffettual, revived martial law, and gave Sir Thomas Wilford a commiffion of 
provoft-marfhal: " Granting him authority, and commanding him, upon fig-
u nification given by the juftices of peace in London or the neighbouring coun-
" ties, of fuch offenders, worthy to be fpeedily executed by martial law; ·co ate 
~' tach and take the fame perfons, and in the prefence of the faid j Llftices, ac-
u cording to juftice of martial law, to execute them. upon the·gaUows or ,gibbet 
" openly, or near to fuch place where the Jaid rebellious and incorrigible offen-
" ders fhall be found to have committed the faid great offences :f:," I fuppofe it 
will be difficult to ptoduce an inftance. of fuch· .an .act of authority in any place 
nearer than Mufcovy. 

THE Star•chamber, and High Commiffion, and Court Martial, tho' arbitrary 
jurifdiCl:ions, yet had frill fome pretence of a trial, at leaft a fentence; but there 
was a grievous punifhment very familiarly inflicted in that age, without any other 
authority than the warrant of a fecretary of ftate,. or.of the privy council §; and 
that was, imprifonment, in any jail, and during_ any time, that thefe minifters 
fhould think proper. In fufpicious times, all the jails were full of prifoners of 
ftate; and thefe unhappy vittims of public jealoufy were fometimes thrown into 
dungeons, and loaded with irons, and treated in the. moft cruel manner,. without • 
their being_able to. obtain any remedy from law. 

THis prattice was an indirect way of employing t0rture : But the rack itfelf 
was frequently uft d, upon any fufpicion, without other authority than a warrant 
from the fecretary or the privy council. Even the council in the marches of 
Wales were empowered, by. their. very commiffion, to make ufe of torture, 
whenever.they thought proper II· There cannot be a ftronger proof how lightly 
the rack was em~Ioyed, than. the following ftory, told by lord Bacon. We .. 

• Camden, p. 449· Strype, vol. ii. p. z88. t · Strypr, vol. iii. p. 570. t Rymerp. 
tom. xvi. p. 279· § In rs88, the lord mayor committed feveral citizens to p1:ifon, .becaufe they 
refufed to P.~Y the loan demanded of them. Mu.rden, p. 632. II Haynes, p. 196. 
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Chap. VIf • .!hall give it in his own words. " The ~een was mightily incenfed againfr Hay
" warde, on account of a book he dedicated to lord E!fex, being a frory of the 
" firft year of King Henry the fourth, thinking it a feditious prelude to put into 
" the people's heads boldnefs and faction *: She faid, fhe had an opinion that 
" there was treafon in it; and aiked me, if I could not find any places in it, that 
" might be drawn within the cafe of treafon: \Vhereto I anfwered, For treafon, 
" fure I foun~-I none; but for felony, very many: And when her majefl:y hafl:ily 
" afked me, wherein? I told her, the author had committed very apparent 
" theft: For he had taken moll: of the ft:ntences of Cornelius Tacitus, and tranf
" lated them into Englith, and put them into his text. And another time when 
" the ~1een could not be perfuaded, that it was his writing whofe name was to 
" it, but that it had fome more mifchievous author, and faid with great indig
" nation, that fhe would have him racked, to produce his author ; I replied, Nay, 
" madam, he is a doCtor, never rack his perfon, but rack his ftile: Let him 
" have pen, ink, and paper, and help of books, and be enjoined to continue 
" the fl:ory where it breaketh off, and I will undertake, by collating the ftyles, 
" to judge whether he were the author or not." Thus, had it not been for 
B.tcon's humanity, or rather his wit, this author, a man of letters, had been put 
to the rack, for a moft innocent performance. His real offence was, h!s dedi
cating a book to that munificent patron of the learned, the earl of Eifex, at a time 
when this nobleman lay under difgrace with her majelly. 

THE ~1een's menace of trying and punifhing Haywarde for treafon, could 
eafily have been executed, let his book have been ever fo innocent. While 
fo many terrors hung over the people, no jury durft have acquitted a man whom 
the court was refolved to have condemned. The praCtice alfo of not confronting 
the witneifes with the prifoner, gave the crown lawyers all imaginable advantages 
againft him. And, indeed, there fcarce occurs an infiance, during all thefe reigns, 
that the fovertign, or the minifters, were ever difappointed in the iifue of a pro
fecution. Timid juries, and judges who held their offices during pleafure, never 
failed to fecond all the views of the court. 

THE power of preffing, and obliging any perfon to accept of any office, was 
another prerogative totally incompatible with freedom. Oiborne gives the fol
lowing account of Elizabeth's method of employing this prerogative. " In cafe 
" .fhe found any likely to interrupt her occafions," fays he, " fhe did feafonably 

• To our apprehenfion, Haywarde's book feems rather to have a contrary tendency: For he has 
there preferved the famous fpeech of the bifhop of Carlifie, which contains, in the moft exprefs 
terms, the doctrine of paffive obedience. But ~een Elizabeth was very difficult to pleafe on this 
head. t Cabbala, p. 81. 

" pre-
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" prevent him by a chargeable employment abroad, or putting him upon fome Chap. VII. 

" fervice at home, which £he knew leafl: grateful to the people: Contrary to a 
" falfe maxim, fince practiCed with far worfe fuccefs, by fuch princes as thought 
" it better hufbandry to buy off enemies than reward friends :j:." The practice 
with which Ofborne reproaches the two immediate fucceifors of Elizabeth, pro-
ceeded partly from the extreme difficulty of their fituation, partly from the greater 
lenity of their difpofition. The poWer of preffing, as may natural'y be imagined, 
was often abufed ; and money was exacted by the officers for freeing perfons from 
the fervice II· . 

THE government of England, during that age, however different in other 
particulars, bore, in this refpect, fome refemblance to that of Turkey at prefent: 
The fovereign poffefie:d every power, except that of impofing taxes: And in both 
countries this limitation, unfupported by other privile__:,es, appears rather preju
dicial to the people. In Turkey, it obliges the Sultan to permit the extortion of 
the bafhaws and governors of provinces, from whom he afterwards fqueezes prefents, 
or takes forfeitures : In England, it engaged the ~een to ereCl: monopolies, and 
grant patents for exclufive trade : An invention fo pernicious, that had fhe gone 
on, during a tratt of years, at her own rate, England, the feat of riches, and arts, 
and commerce, would have contained at prefent as little indufiry as Morocco, or 
the coaft of Barbary. 

WE may further obferve, that this valuable privilege, valuable only becaufe it 
proved afterwards the means by which the Parliament extorted all their other pri
vileges, was very much encroached on, in an indiretl: manner, during the reign 
of Elizabeth, as well as of her predecelfors. She often exaCl:ed loans from her 
people; an arbitrary and unequal kind of impofition, and which individuals fdt 
fevereiy: For tho' the money had been regularly refrored, which was feldom 
the cafe*, it lay in the prince's hands without intereft, which was a fenfible lofs 
to the individuals from whom the money was borrowed t. 

THERE remains a propofal made by the lord Burleigh, for levying a general 
Joan on the people, equivalent to a fubfidy §; a fcheme which would have Jaid 
the burthen more equally, but which was, in different words, nothing but a taxation, 
impofed without confent of Parliament. It is remarkable, that the fcheme, thus 

t Page wz. II Murden, p. I 81. * Bacon, vol. iv. p. 36z. 
t In the fecond of Richard H. it was enaCted, that in loans, which the King lhall require of his 

fubjeCts, upo:1 letters of privy feal, fuch as have reafonable excufe of not lending, may thereto be re= 
ceived without farther fum mons, travel or grief. See Cotton's abridg. p. 170. By this law the 
King's prerogative of exaCting loans was ratified; and what might be deemed a reafonable excufe was 
fiillleft in his own breaft to judge of. § Haynes, p. 5 t8, 51 9• 

6 propofed, 
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. Cll'ap. VII. propofed, without any vifible neceffity, by that wife minill:er, is the very .fame 
which Henry the. eighth attempted, and which Charles the firft, enraged by ·ill 
ufage from his Parliament, and reduced to the greateft difficulties, put afterwards 
in practice, to the great difcontent of the nation. 

THE demand of benevolence was anothet· in,vention of that age for taxing the 
people. This praCtice was fo little conceived to be irregular, that the commons, 
in 158 5, offered the ~een a benevolence; which 1he very generouOy refufed, 
as having no occafion, at that time, for money :j:. ~e~n Mary alfo, by an or_ 
der of council, increafed the cufloms in fome branches; and her fill:er imitated 
the example II· There .was a fpecies of fhip-money impofed -at the time of the 
Spanifh invafion. The feveral ports were required to equip a certain number of 

Jbips at their own charge; and fuch was the alacrity of the people for the public 
defence, that fome of the ports, particularly London, fent double the number 
demanded of them *· When any levies were made for Ireland, France, or the 
Low Countries, the ~een obliged the counties to raife the foldiers, to arm and 
clothe them, and carry them to the fea-ports at their own charge. New-Year's
Gifcs were, at that time, expeCted from the nobility, and from,the more confider
able gentry t. 

PuRVEYANCE was another method of taxation, unequal, arbitrary, and op-· 
preffive. The whole kingdom felt fenGbly the burthen of this impofition ; and 
it was regarded as a great privilege which was conferred on Oxford and Cam
bridge, to prohibit the puryeyors from taking any commodities within five miles 
of thefe univerfities. The ~1een victualled her navy by means of this preroga
tive, during the firft years of her government +· 

WAR osH IP was the moil: regular and legal of all thefe impofitions by preroga
tive: Yet was it a great badge of fiavery, and oppreffive to the great families. 
When an eflate fell to a female, the fovereign obliged her to marry any one he 
pleafed: Whether the heir was male or female, the crown enjoyed the whole 
profit of the rents during the minor.ity. The giving a rich wardfhip was an ufual 
method of rewarding a courtier or favourite. 

THE inventions were endtefs, which arbttrary power might employ for extorting 
of money, while the people imagined that their property was fecured by the crown's 
.being debarred from impaling taxes. Strype has preferved a fpeech of lord Bur
leigh to the ~een and council, wherein are contained fome particulars not a little 
extraordinary §. Burleigh propofes that fhe fhould ereCt a court far th.e cor-

t D'Ewes, p. 494• 
,Mem. vol. i. p. IJ7• 

U Bacon, vol. iv. p. 36z. 
+ Camden, p. JSS. 

• Monfon, p. z67. + Strype'a 
§ Annals, vol. iv. p. ZJ4, & feq. 

retl:ion 
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teB:ion of all abufes, and fhould confer on the commiffioners a general inquifito- Chap. VII. 

rial power over the whole kingdom. He fets before her eyes the example of her 
wife grandfather, Henry the feventh, who, by fuch methods, augmented ex-
tremely his revenue ; and he recommends, that this new court fhould proceed, 
" as well by the diretl:ion and ordinary courfe of the laws, as by virtue of her 
" majefty's fupreme regiment and abfolute power, from whence law proceeded., In 
a word, he expetl:s from this inil::iturion, greater acceffion to the royal treafure, 
than Henry the eighth derived from the abolition of the abbeys, and all the for-
feitures of the ecclefiaftical revenues. This project of lord Burleigh needs not, 
I think, any comment. A form of government muft be very arbitrary, where 
a wife and good minifl:er could make fuch a propofal to the fovereign. 

EMBARGoEs on merchandize was another engine of royal power, by which 
the Englilh princes were able to extort money from the people. '\Ve have feen 
infl:ances in the reign of Mary. Elizabeth, before her coronation, ilfued an or
der to the cuftom-houfe, prohibiting the fale of all crimfon filks which fhould be 
impo:-t·ed, till the court was firft provided *. She expected, no doubt, a good 
penny-worth from the merchants, while they lay under this reftraint. 

THE Parliament pretended to the right of enaCting laws, as well as of grant
ing fubfidies; but this privilege was, during that age, frill more infignificant than 
the other. ~een Elizabeth exprefsly prohibited them from meddling with ftate 
matters or ecclefiafrical caufes; and fhe openly fent the members to prifon, who 
dared to tranfgrefs her imperial edict in thefe particulars. There paffed few Par
liaments, during her reign, where there occur not inftances of this arbitrary 
condutl:. 

BuT the IegiOative power of the Parliament was a mere fallacy, while the fo
vereign was univerfally acknowleged to poffefs a difpenfing power, by which all 
the laws could be invalidated, and rendered of no effect. The ufe of this power 
was alfo an indireCt method praB:ifed for erecting monopolies. Where the ftatutes 
Jaid any branch of manufaCture under reftritl:ions, the fovereign, by exempting 
one perfon from the laws, gave him in effeCt the monopoly of that commodity t. 
There was no grievance, at that time, more univerfally complained of, than the 
frequent difpt:nfing with the penal laws :j:. 

BuT in reality the crown poffelfed the full legiflative power, by means of pro
clamations, which might affeCt any fubjett of the greateft importance, and which 
t{le Star. chamber took care to fee more rigorouOy executed than the laws them-

* Strype, val. i. p. 27. 
:t: Murden, p. 325• 

VoL. IY. 

t Rymer, tom. xv. p. 756. D'Ewe, p. 645· 

T t felves. 
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Chap. VII. fel ves. The motives of thefe proclamations were fometimes very frivolous an& 
even ridiculous. ~een Elizabeth had taken offence at the fmell of woad; and 
fhe iffued an ediCt prohibiting any one to cultivate that ufeful plant*, She was 
alfo pleafed to take offence at the long fwords and high ruffs then in fafhion : She 
fent about her officers, to break every man's fword, and clip every man's ruff,. 
which was beyond a certain length t. This practice refemb1es fomewhat the me
thod employed by the great Czar Peter, to make his fubjeCl:s change their garb. 

THE Q..tleen's prohibition of the prophefyings was founded on a better reafon ;. 
but fhews ftill the unlimited extent of her prerogative. Two or three people 
could not meet together, in order to read the fcriptures, and confer about religion, 
tho' in ever fo orthodox a manner, without her permiffion. 

THERE were many other branches of prerogative incompatible with an exatl: 
or regular enjoyment of liberty. None of the nobility could marry without per
million from the fovereign.. The ~een detained the earl of Southampton long 
in prifon, becatJfe he privately married the earl of Effex's coufin :f:. No man 
could travel without the confent of the prince. Sir William Evers underwent a 
fevere perfi::cution,. becaufe he had prefumed to. pay a private vifit to the King of· 
Scots § ... 

THE Parliament in the thirteenth of the ~een praifed her for not imitating 
the practice, ufual among her predeceffors, of flopping the courfe of jufrice by 
particular warrants II· There could not poffibly be a greater ahufe, nor a ftronger 
mark of arbitrary power; and the ~een, in refraining from it, was very laudable~ 
But fhe was by no means conftant in this referve. There remain in the public 
r.ecords fame warrants of her's for exempting perfons from al1Jaw-fuits and pro
fecutions ** ; and thefe warrants, fue fays, fhe grants from her royal prerogative,. 
which lh.e will not allow to be difputed. 

IT was very ufual in Q8een Elizabeth's reign, and probably in all the preced
ing reigns, for noblemen or privy counfellors to commit to prifon, any one who 
had happened to difpleafe them, by fuing for his juft debts ; and the perfon, tho' 
he gained his caufe in the courts of juftice; was commonly obliged to relinqui!h 
his property, in order to, obtain his liberty. Some likewife, who had been deli
vered from prifon by the judges, have again been committed to cuftody in fecret 
places, without any poffibility of obtaining relief; and even the officers and fer
jeants of the courts of law, have been punifhed for executing the writs in favour 
of thefe perfons. Nay, it was ufual to fend for people by purfuivants, a kind of' 

* Townfend's Journals, p. 250. Stowe's Annals. t Townfend's Journals, p. 250. 
Stowe's Annals. Strype, vol. ii. p. 6o3, t Birch's Mem. vol. ii: p. 4zz.. § Ibid. p. 5 II. 
U- D'Ewes, p. Itp. '** Rymer, tom. xv. p. 65z, 7oS, 777~-

harpies, 
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. harpies, who then attended the orders of the council and high-commiffion; and Chap. VIT" 

they were brought up to London, and conftrained by imprifonment, not only to 
withdraw their lawful fuits, but alfo to pay the purfuivants great fums of money. 
The judges, in the thirty-fourth of the ~een, complain to her majefty of the 
frequency of this practice. It is probable, that that tyranny was carried no far-
ther down than the reign of Elizabeth; fince the Parliament, who obtained the 
petition of right, found no later i.n(tances of it*. And even thefe very judges 
of Elizabeth, who thus protect the people again({ the tyranny of the great, ex-
prefsly allow, that a perforn, committed by fpecial command from the ~een, 
is not bailable~ 

IT is eafy to imagine, that, in fuch a government, no juflice could, by courfe 
<>flaw, be obtained of the fovereign, unlefs he was willing to allow it. In the 
naval expedition, undertaken by Raleigh and Forbifber againft the Spaniards, in 
I 592, a very rich carrack was taken worth two hundred thoufand pounds. The 
·Q!:1een's !bare in the adventure was only a tenth part; but as the prize was fo 
great, and exceeded fo much the expectations of aJI the adventurers, !he was 
determined not to reft contented with her !hare. Raleigh, humbly and earnel11y~ 
begged her to accept of an hundred thoufand pounds, in lieu of all demands, or 
rather exaCtions; and fays, that the preient, which the proprietors were willing 
to make her of eighty thoufand pounds, was the greateft that ever a prince re
ceived from a fubjetl: i-. 

BuT it is no wonder the ~een, in her adminiftration, fhould pay fo little re
gard to liberty; while the Parliament itfelf, in enaCting laws, were fo entirely 
negligent of it. The perfecuting ftatutes, which they paifed againfr papifl:s and 
puritans, are extremely contrary to the genius of freedom; and by expofing fuch 
multitudes to the tyranny of priefts and bigots, accuftomed the people to the 
moft difgraceful fubjection. Their conferring an unlimited fupremacy on the 

~een, .or v~hat is worfe, acknowleging her inherent right to ir, was another 
proof of their voluntary fervitude. 

THE law of the 23d of her reign, ma.king feditiom; words againft the Q!een 
capital, is alfo a very tyrannical ftatute; and an ufe, no lefs tyrannical, was 
fometimes made of it. The cafe of Udal, a puritanical clergyman, feems 
fiogular, even in thofe arbitrary times. This man had publifhed a book cal!ed 
a dernonfiration of difcipline, in which be inveighed againft the govern~r1ent of 
bifhops; and tho' he had carefully endeavoured to conceal his name, he was 
.thrown into prifon upon fufpicion, and brought to his trial for this o£ence. It 

• Rul11worth, v.ol. i. p. 51 1 •. Franklyn's Annals, p. z 50, 251. 

T t 2 

t Strype, vol. iv. p. 128, I zl) 

was 
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Chap. VII. was pretended, that the bilhops were part of the ~een's political body; and to 
fpeak againft them, was really to attack her, and was therefore felony by che
ftatute. This was not the only iniquity, to which Udal was expofed. The 
judges would not allow the jury to determine any thing but the fact, whether 
Udal had wrote the book, or not, without examining his intention, or th'e im
port of the words. In order to prove the fact, the crown lawyers did not pro
duce a fingle witnefs to the court : They only read the teilimony of two perfons· 
abfent, one of whom faid that Pdal had told him he was the author; another, 
that a friend of Udal's had faid fo. They would not allow Udal to produce any 
exculpatory evidence ; which, they faid, was never to be permitted againft the
~een. And they tendered him an oath, by which he was required to fwear, 
th~t he was not author of the book;. and his refufal to give that tefrimony was· 
employed as the fb:ongeft proof of his guilt. It is almoft needlefs to add, that, 
notwithftanding thefe multiplied iniquities, a verdict of death was given by the 
jury again(l Udal: For as the ~een was extremely bent upon his profecution,. 
it was impoffible he could efcape *. He died in prifon before the execution' 
of the fentence. 

THE cafe of Penry was, if poffible, frill harder. This man was a: zealous pu
ritan, or rather a Brownifr ; and he had wrote againft the hierarchy feveral' 
tracts, fuch as Martin Mar-prelate, 'Ihefes Martiniante, and other compofitions· 
full of low r·urrility and petulant f~ltyre. Afcer concealing himfelf for fomeyears, 
he was feized ; and as the ftatute againfr feditious words required· that the crimi
nal lhould be tried within a year after committing the offence,. he could not be· 
indiB:ed for his printed books. He was therefore tried for fome papers found in 
his pocket, as if he had thereby fcattered [edition t. It was alfo imputed to him, by 
the lord keeper, Puckering, that in fome of thefe papers, '' he had only acknow
,, leged her majeO:y's royal power to ejlablifh laws, ecclefiaO:ical and civil ; but· 
" had avoided the ufual terms of making, enatling, decreeing, and ordaining law~ ~ 
" Which imply," fays the lord keeper, " a moft abfolute authority :f:." Penry 
for thefe offences was condemned and executed. 

' 
THus we have feen, that the moft abfolute authority of the fovereign, to make 

ufe of the lord keeper's phrafe, was eftablilbed on above twenty branches of pre
rogative, which are now abolilhed, and which were, every oRe of them, totally 
incompatible with the liberty of the fubject. But what enlured more effectually 
the flavery of the people, than even th.fe branches of prerogative, was, the efta-

• State Trials, vol. i. p. 144. ~trype, vol. iv. p. z 1. I d. Lif_, of Whitgift, p. 343· 
t Strype's Life of Whitgift, book iv. chap. 11.,. Neal, vol.i. p. 564,• 
t Strype, vol. iv. p. 177, 

7 olifued 



E L I Z A B E T H. 

b.lilbed principles of the times, which attributed to the prince fuch an unlimited Chap. VH. 

and indtfeizable power, as was fuppofed to be the original of all law, and could 
be bounded and circumfcribed by none. The homilies, publtfhed for the ufe of 
the clergy, and which they were enjoined to read every Sunday in all the churches, 
inculcate every where a blind, and unlimited paffive-obedience to the prince, 
which, on no account, and under no pretence, is it ever lawful for them, in the 
fmalleft article, to depart from or infringe. Much noife has been made, becaufe 
fome court chaplains, during the fucceeding reigns, were permitted to preach fuch 
doctrines ; but there is a great difference between thefe fermons, and difcourfes 

publifhed by authority, avowed by the prince and council, and promulgated to the 
whole nation •. So thoroughly were thefe principles imbibed by the people, 
during the reigns of Elizabeth and her immediate predecelfors, that oppofition to 
them was regarded as the mof1 flagrant fedition, and was not even rewarded by 
that public praife and approbation, which can alone fupport men under fuch dan-
gers and difficulties.1 as attend the refiftance of tyrannical authority. It was only 
during the next generation that the noble principles of liberty took r0ot, and 
fpreading themfelves, under the .fhelter of puritanical abfurdities, became fa-
fhionable among the people~ 

IT is worth remarking, that the ad vantage, ufually afcribed to abfolute mo
narchy, a greater regularity of police and a: more ftrict execution of the Ia ws, 
did not attend the former Engli:fh: government, tho' in many refpetl:s it fell under 
that denominalion: A demonftration of this truth is contained in a judicious 
paper, which is preferved by Strype t, and which was wrote by an eminent juf
tice of peace of Somerfetfhire, in the year 1596, ntar the end of the ~een's 
reign, when the authority of that princefs may be fuppofed to be fully corroqo
rated by time, and her maxims of government improved by long praCtice. This 
paper contains an account of the diforders which then prevailtd in the county 
of Somerfet. The author fays, that forty perfons had been there executed in a 

year for robberies, thefts, and other felonies; thirty-five burnt in the hand, 
thirty [even whipr, one hundred and tighty-three difcharged : fhat thofe who 
were difcharged were moft wicked and defperate perfons, who never could come 
to any good, becaufe they would not work, and none would take them into 
fervice : That notwithftanding this great number of indictments, the fifth part 
of the felonies committed in the county were not brought to a trial, the greater 
number efcaped cenfure, either from the fuperior cunning of the felons, the re
miffnefs of the magif1rates, or the foolifh lenity of the people : That the rapines 

*Gifford, a clergyman, was fufpended in 1 5'84, for preachiog up a limited obedjence to the civil 
magiftrate. Neal> vol. i. p. 435· t Annals, vol. iv. p. 290. & feq,. 
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~Chap. YII. committed by t·he infinite number of wicked, wandering, idle people were into
lerable to the poor. countrymen, and obliged them to a perpetual watch of their 
fheep-folds, their paftures, their woods and their corn-fields: that the other 

.counties of England were in no better condition than Somerfedhire ; and many of 
·them were even in a worfe : That there were at leatl: three or four hundred able
bodied vagabonds in ev.ery county, who lived by theft and rapine; and who 
fometimes met in troops to the number of fixty, and committed fpoil on the in
habitants: That if all the felons of .this ki:nd were affembled, they would be able~ 
if reduced to good fubjeetion, to give the greateft enemy her majefty has a ftrong 
·battle: And .that the magiftrates themfelves were intimidated from executing juf-
tice upon them ; and there were examples of juftices of peace, who, after giving 
fentence againft rogues, had interpofed to flop the execution of their own fen

;tence, on account of the danger, which hung over them from the confederates of 
·thefe felons. 

IN the year r 575, the ~een complained in Parliament of the bad execution 
-of the laws; and threatened, if the magiftrates were not, for the future, more 
·vigilant, that fhe would entruft authority ·to indigent and needy perfom, who 
would find an intereft in the more exact difiribution of juftice *. It appears, that 
1he was as good as her word. For in 160 r, there were great complaints made 
in Parliament of the rapine of juftices of peace ; and a member faid. that this 
magiftrate was an animal, who, for half a duzen of chickens, would difpenfe 
with a dozen of penal ftatutes t. It is not eafy to account for this relaxation of 
government, and neglect of police, during a reign of fo much vigour as that of 
Elizabeth. The fmall revenue of the crown is the moft likely caufe that can be 
affigned. The ~een had it not in her power to intereft a great number in affift
ing her to execute the laws. 

ON the whole, the Englifh have no reafon, from the example of their an
ceftors, to be in love with the picture of abfolute monarchy ; or to prefer the un
limited authority of the prince, and his unbounded prerogatives, to that noble 
liberty, that fweet equality, and that happy fecurity., by which they are at pre
fent diftinguiihed above all nations of the univerfe. The utmoft that can be 
faid in favour of the government of that age (and perhaps it may be faid with 
truth) is, that the power of the prince, tho' really unlimited, was exercifed after 
the European manner~ and entered not into every part of the adminiftration; that 
the infrances of a high exerted prerogative were not fo frequent as to render pro-

perty fenfibly infecure, or reduce the people to a total fervitude; that the free-

·* D'Ewes, p. z 34-· t .Ibid. p. 661, 664. 
dom 
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dam from faction, the quicknefs of e~ecution, and the promptitude of thofe Chap. Vlt 
meafures, which could be taken for offence or defence, made fome compenfation · 
for the want of a legal and determined liberty ; that as the prince commanded 
no mercenary army, there was a tacit check on him, which maintained the go· 
vernment in that medium, to which the people had been accufromed ; and that· 
this fituation of England was in reality more remote from, tho' feemingly it ap-
proached nearer to, a defpotic and eaftern monarchy, than the prefent government 
()f that kingdom, where the people, tho' guarded by multiplied law5', are totally 
naked, defencelefs, and difarmed. 

WE fhall clofe this volume with a brief account of the revenues, the mili
tary force, the commerce, the arts, and the learning of England during thi!r· 
period. 

OEEEN Elizabeth's reconomy was very remarkable; and in fame inff:ances· 
feemed to border on avarice. The fmalleft expence, if it could poffibly be faved,., 
appeared confiderable in her eyes ;. and even the charge of an exprefs, during the· 
moO: delicate tranfaetions, was not below her notice *. She was alfo attentive to" 
every profit; and embraced opportunities of gain, which may appear fomew hat 
extraordinary. She kept the fee of Ely vacant nineteen years, in order to pocket 
the revenue t ; and it was ufual with her, when :fhe promoted a bi!hop, to take 
the opportunity of pillaging the fee of fome of its manors :1:· But that there was 
in reality little or no avarice in the ~een's temper appears from this circum
fiance, that :fhe never amaffed any treafure; and even refufed fubfidies from the· 
Parliament, when ihe had no prefent occafion for them. Yet we muft not con~~ 
elude from this circumftance, that her reconomy proceeded from a tender concern 
for her people: She loaded them with monopolies and exclufive patents, which 
are infinitely more opprefilve than the moft heavy taxes, levied in a ·legal and re
gular manner. The re~, ~)urce of her frugal condu-1 was derived from her de
fire of independency, and her care to preferve her dignity, which would have been· 
endangered, had fhe reduced herfelf to the neceffity of having frequent·recourfe" 
to parliamentary fupplies. In confequence of' this motive, the ~een, tho' en
gaged in fuccefsful and neceffary wars, thought it more prudent to make a con
tinual dilapidation of the royal demefnes §, than demand the moft moderate [up
plies from the commons. As fhe lived unmarried and had no pofterity, ibe was, 
(;.Ontented to ferve her prefent turn, tho' at the expence of her fuccdfors, who~. 

"' Birch's Negot. p. 2 I. t Strype, vol. iv. p. 35 I. t Ibid. p. 21 ~. 

§-Rymer, tom, xvi. p. 141. D'Ewes, p. 151, 457• 525• 629. Bacon, vo!, iv. p. 363. 
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by reafon of this policy, joined to other accidents, found themfelves, on a fudden, 
reduced to the moft extreme indigence. 

THE fp!endor of a court was, during this age, a great part of the public 
charge; and as Elizabeth was a fingle woman, and expenfive in no kind of 
magnificence, except cloaths, this circumftance enabled her to perform great 
things by her narrow revenue. She is faid to have paid four millions of debt, left 
on the crown by her father, brother and fifter; an incredible fum for that age t. 
The ftates at the time of her death owed her about eight hundred thoufand 
pounds : And the King of France four hundred and fifty thoufand t• 'Tho' 
that prince was extremely frugal, and, after the peace of Vervins, was continu· 
ally amaffing treafure, the ~een never could, by the moil: preffing remonfl:rances, 
prevail on him to make payment of thofe fums, which 1he had fo generouO.y ad
vanced him, during his greateil: diftreifes. One payment of twenty thoufand 
crowns, and another of fifty thoufand, were all fhe could obtain, by the ftrongeft 
reprefentatfons !he could make of the difficulties to which the rebellion in Ire
land had reduced her qf. The ~een expended on the wars with Spain between 
1589 and 1593, the fum of one million three hundred thoufand pounds, befide 
the double fubfidy, amounting to two hundred and eighty thoufand pounds, 
granted her by Parliament +· In the year 1599 fhe fpent fix hundred thoufand 
pounds in fix months in the fervice of Ireland **. Sir Robert Cecil affirmed, 
that in ten years time, Ireland coft her three millions four hundred thoufand 
pounds II· She gave the earl of Eifex a prefent of thirty thoufand pounds upon 
his departure for the government of that kingdom §. Lord Burleigh computed 
that the value of the gifts conferred on that favourite amounted to three hundred 
thoufand pounds : A proof of her ftrong affeEtion towards him! It was a com
mon faying during this reign ; Cf'he ftuten pays bountifully, tho' Jhe rewards fpar
ingly tt. 

IT is difficult to compute exactly the OEeen's ordinary revenue, but it certainly 
fell much fhort of five hundred thoufand pounds a year tt. In 1590, fhe raifed 

t D'Ewes, p. 4-73· I think it impoffible to reconcile this account of the public debts with that 
given by Strype, Ecclef. Mem. vol. ii. p. 3 34· that in the year 155'3• the crown owed but 3oo,ooo 
pounds. I own, that this !aft fum appears a great deal more likely. The whole reventJe of ~een 
Elizabeth would not in ten years have paid four millions. 

:J: Winwood, vol. i. p. 29, 54· ~ Ibid. p. 117, 395. 
"'* Camden, p. 167. II Appendix to the earl of Elfex's apology, 
Memoirs, val. ii. tt Nanton's Regalia, chap. i. 

+ D'Ewes, p. 4-83. 
§ Birch's 

tt Franklyn in his Annals, p. g, fays, that the profit of the kingdom, befide wards and the 
dutchy of Lancafl:er, (which amounted to about 12o,ooo frJunds) \\-aS 188,1,97 pounds. The crown 
hnds feem to be comprehended in this computation, 

the 
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the cuftoms from fourteen thoufand pounds a year to fifcy thoufand; and obliged 
Sir Thomas Smith, who had farmed them, to refund fome of his former profits*. 
This improvement of the revenue was owing to the fuggeftions of one Caer

marden ; and was extreme! y oppofed by Burleigh, Leicefter, and W a!fioghamo; 
But the ~een's perfeverance overcame all their oppofition. The great under
takings, which fhe executed with fo narrow a revenue, and with fuch fmall fup· 
plies from her people, prove the mighty effects of wifdom and reconomy. She 
received from the Parliament, during the courfe of her wh:Jie reign, only twen
ty fubfidies and thirty-nine fifteenths. It is not eafy to compute exactly the 
amount of thefe fupplies; becaufe the value of a fubfidy was continually falling; 
and in the end of her reign it amounted only to eighty thoufand pounds t, 
tho' in the beginning it had been an hundred and twenty thoufand. If we fup
pofe that the fupplies granted Elizabeth during a reign of forty-five years a
mounted to three millions, we fhall not probably be much wide of the truth :J:. 
This fum makes only fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix pounds a year; 
and it is furprizing, that while the Q8een's demands were fo moderate, and her 
expences fo well regulated, fhc fhould ever have found any difficulty of getting 
a fupply from the Parliament, or be reduced to make fale of the crown-lands. 
But fuch was the extreme, I had almofl: faid, abfurd parfimony of the Parlia
ments during that p~riod. Tney vah1ed nothing in comparifon of their money: 
;The members bad no connexion with the court; and the very idea, which they 
conceived of the truft committed to them, was, to reduce the demands ,of the 
crown, and to grant as few fupplies as poffible. The crown, on the other hand, 
conceived the Parliament in no other light than a means of fLipply. ~1een 
Elizabeth made a merit to her people of feldom affembling Parliam<"nts §. No 
redrefs of grievances was expected from thefe a!Temblies: They were fuppofed to 

meet for no other purpofe than to impofe taxes. 

BEFORE ~een Elizabeth's reign, the Englifh princes had ufually rccourfe to 
the city of Antwerp for voluntary loans; and their credit was fo low, that, be
fides the exorbitant intereft, of ten or twelv~ per cent, they were obliged to make. 
the city of London join in the fecuriry. Sir Thomas Grtfham, that gre:lt and 
enterprizing merchant, one of the chi;:f ornaments of this reign, engaged the 

• Camden, p. 5 58. This account of CamJe11 is di!E:ult o;· i.npaffi'.!~ to be reconci1ed to the ftate 

of the cufl:oms in the beg;inning of the fuble~F~nt reign, as t:;ey appeac in :h~ journals of the corn-
mono. St:e Hifl:ory of J3mes I. C113p. i. t D'Ewes, p. 630. 

t Lord Saliibury computed them at two r.1illions eight hundred th: ui"and pouncis. J nurna!, r7th 
Fcb,uary 1609. King James was cerlanly miilaken when he computed the Q2een's fupp:ics at 

13 ~ ,ooo p 1Llnds a year. Franklyn, p. 49· § Stryp:.-, vul, iv. p. 1 Z+ 

VoL. lV. U u company 
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company of m::rchant-adventurers to grant a loan to the Q2een; and as the 
money was regularly paid, her credit by degrees efiablifhed i~felf in the ~rty, and 
fhe fhook off this dependance on foreigners *. 

IN 1559· the ~een employed Gref11l}nl to borrow for her two hundred thouo
(and pounds at Antwerp, in order to en~ble her te> reform the coinage, which 
was at that time extremely debafed t. Sh~ was fo unpolitic as to make herfelf 
an innovation in the coin; by dividing a pound of filv-er into fixty-two !hilling~, 
inftead of !ix~y, the f~rmer ft~~dard. This is the laft time, that the coin has 
been tampered with in Enghnd. 

~EEN Elizabeth, fenfible, how much the defence of her kingdom depended 
on its naval power, was defirous to encourage commerce and n~vigation : But as 
her monopolies tended to extinguifh all domeftic induftry, which is much more 
valuable than foreign trade, and is the foundation of it, the general tr"in of her 
conduct was very ill calculated to ferve the purpofe at which fhe aimed, much 
lefs to pPomote the riches of her people. The exclu.five companies alfo were an 
immediate check on foreign trade. Yet notwithftanding thefe difcouragements, 
the fpirit of the age. was ftrongly bent on naval enterprizes; and belides the mi
litary expeditions againft the Spaniards, many attempts were made for new dif
coveries, and many new branches of foreign commerce were opened by the Eng
li!h. Sir Martin Forbifher undertook three fruitlefs voyages todifcover the north· 
weft paffJge: Davis, not difheartened by this iH fuccefs, made a new attempt, 
when he difcovered the !lraits, which pafs by his name. In 1 6oo, th~ ~ten 

granted the firft patent to the Eafl: India company. The ftock. of that company 
was feventy two thoufand pounds; and they fitted out four !hips.? under the· 
command of James Lancafl:er, for this· new branch of trade. The adver;ture 
was fuccefsful; and the fhips, returning with a rich cargo~. encouraged the com .. 
pany to continue that commerce. 

THE communication with Mufcovy had been opened in ~een Mary's time by· 
the difcovery of the pa!fage to Archangel: But the commerce to that country dill 
not begin to b~ carried to a greJt extent till about. the year I 569. The ~1een 
obtained from the Czar an excluuve patent to the Englifb for the whok tra,!e to 
Mufcovy i; and fhe enrered into a perfonal, as well as national, alliance wi:l1 
him. This Czar was named John Bafilides, a mofl: furious tyrant, who fufpeec
ing continually the revo}t of his fubjetl:s, fiipulated to have a fafe retreat and pro
tection in England. In order the bdter to enfure himfelf of this refource, he pro-

* S,owe's Survey of London, book i. p. z30. t MS. of lo:d Royfl:on's from· the pap~r 
off.ce, p. 295. t Camden, p. 4c8. 
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'Pofed to marry an Englifh woman, and the 0!:_1een intended to have fent him the Chap. vu. 
hdy Anne Hafi.ings, daughter to the earl of Huntingdon: But when the Jady was 
informed of the barbarous manners of the country, fhe wifely declined purchafing 
an empire at the expence of her eafe and fafety *. 

THE Englifh, encouraged by the privileges, which' they had obtained from 
, Bafilides, ventured farther into thefe countries, than any Europeans had for
merly done. They tranfported their goods along the river Dwina in boats made 
of one entire tree, which they towed and rowed up' the ftream as far as Vvalogda. 
From thence, they carried them feven days journey by land 'to Yeranau, and 
then down the Volga to Aftracan: At Afrracan, they built lhips, croffcd the 
Cafpian Sea, and dlftributed their' commodities into Perfia. But this bold at
tempt met with fuch difcouragemerits that it was never renewed t. 

AFTER the death of John Bafilides, his fon Theodore revoked the patent, 
which the Englifh enjoyed for a monopoly of the Ruffian trade ; and when the 
~een remonftrated againft this innovation., he told her minifters, thJt princes 
muft carry an indifferent hand, as well between their fubjects as between fo
reigners; and not convert trade, which by the laws of nations ought to be com
mon to all, into a monopoly for the private gain of a few :!:· So much juft:er 
notions of commerce were entertained by this barbarian, than were praCl:ifed by 
the renowned QEeen · Elizabeth ! Theodore, however; rontin\.1ed fome privi
leges to the Englifh., on account of their being the fitft ,difroverers of the com
munication between Europe and his country~ 

THE trade to Turkey was begun about 15S3; and that commerce was imme
·<liately confined to a company by Queen Elizabeth. Before that time, the grand 
fignior had always, conceived England to be a dependant province of France 11; 
but having heard of the OEeen.,s power and reputation, he gave a good recep- . 
tion to the Englifh, and even granted them larger privileges than he had given 

to the French. 

THE merchants of the Hanfe-towns complained loudly in the beginning of Eli
_zabeth's reign of the treatment, which. they had received in the days of King 
Edward and ~een Mary. She very prudently replied, that fhe would not 
innovate any thing, fhe would protect them ftill in the immunities and privileges, 
which fhe found them potrelfed -of. This anfwer not contenting them, their com
merce was Coon after fufpended for a time, to the great advantage of the Englifh 
merchants, who tried what they could themfelves effeB:uate for the promotion 

• Camden, p. 493• t Ibid. P· 493· 

~-Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. p. 36. 
Uuz of 
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Chap. VII. of their own indufl:ry. They took the whole trade into their own hands; and their
returns proving fuccefsful, they divided themfelves into ftaplers and merchant
adventurers ; the former refiding conftantly at one place, the other trying their 
fortunes in other towns and ftates abroad With cloth and other manufactures. 
This fuccefs fo enraged the Hanre-rowns, that they tried all the method~, which 
a difcontented people could devife, to draw upon the Eng1ifh merchants the iH 
opinion of other nations and ftates. They prevailed fo far as to obtain an im
peri<ll edict, by which the Engii!h merchants were proh1bited all commerce in 
the empire: Tht ~een, by way of retaliation, retained fixty of their !hips, 
which had been feized in the river of Lifbon with contraband goods of the Spa
niards. Thefe !hips the ~een intended to have reftored, as defiring to have 
compromifed all differences with thofe trading cities ; but when fhe was informed, 
that a general affernbly was held at Lubec, in order to· concert meafures for dif
treffing the Englifh trade, fhe caufed the l11ips and cargoes to be confifcated; 

only two of them were releafed to carry home the news, and to inform thefe ftates, 
that fhe had the greateft contempt imaginable for all their proceedings* .. 

HENRY the eighth, in order to fit out a navy, was obliged t<> hire fhips from 
Hamburg, Lubec, Dantzick, Genoa, and Venice:. But Elizabeth, very early in 
her reign, put affairs upon a better footing; both by building fome fhips of her 
own, and by encouraging the merchants to ~uild large trading veffels, which, 
on occafion, were converted into !hips of wart. In I 5 8-2, the feamen in Eng:
land were computed at fourteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five men :j: ;_ 
the number of veffels twelve hundred and. thirty-two; of which there were only 
two hundred and feventeen above eighty tons. Monfon computes, that tho' the 
navigation decayed in the fi.rft years of James- the firft·, by the practice of the 
merchants, who carried on their trade in foreign bottoms u, yet before 1640. 
this number of feamen was trebled in England §_. 

THE navy which the ~een left at her deceafe appears conliderable, when we 

reflect only on the number of veifels, which. were forty,-two: But when we con..· 
fider that none of thefe !hips carried above fcrty guns ; that four only came up· 
to that number; that there were bur two ffiips of a thoufand ton; and twenty
three below five hundred, fome of fif(y, and fome even of twenty tons; that the 
whole number of guns belonging to the fleet were ft.vcn hundred and feventy
four ~; we muft entertain a very contemptible idea of the Englifh navy, com .. 

* Lives of the Admirals, vol. i; p. 470. t Camden, p. 388'. · t Monfon, p. 2 56~ 
u Ibid. P· 300. § Ibid. P· ZIO, zs6. 
~ Monfon, p- zg6. The Englifh navy at frefcnt carr;es about lfOOO guns ... 
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pared to the force which it has now attained. In the year 1588, there were not Chap. vn. 
above five veffels, equipped by the noblemen and fea-ports, which exceeded 
two hundred tons t. 

IN 1599, an alarm was given of an invafion from the Spaniards; and the 
~een equipped a fleet and levied an army in a fortnight to oppofe them. Nothing 
gave foreigners a higher idea of the power of England than this fudden arma
ment. In 1575, all the militia in the kingdom we;e computed at an hundred 
and eighty-two thoufand nine hundred and twenty-nine t- A diftribution was 
made, 'in 1595, of an hundred and forty thoufand men, befides thofe w.hi.ch 
Wales could fupply II· Thefe armies were formidable by their numbers; but 
their difcipline and experience were not proportionaL Small bodies from Dun
~irk and Newport frequently r.an over; and plundered the eaft coaft: So unfit 
was the militia, as it was then. conftitutecr, for the defence of the kingdom. The· 
lord lieutenants were at firft appointed to the counties in this reign. 

MR. MuRDEN § has publiilied a paper, which contains the military force of 
the nation at the time of Lhe Spanifh Armada, and which is fomewhat different 
from the 'account given by our ordinary hill:orians. · It makes all the able-bod.ied 
men of the kingdom amount to an hundred and eleven thoufancf five hundred; 
and thirteen;· thofe armed, to eighty thoufand eight hundred and feventy-five; 
of whom forty four thoulimd feven hundred and twenty-feven were trained. It 
muftbefuppofed that thefe able-bodied menconfill:ed of fuch only as were regiftered, 
otherwife the fmall number is not to be accounted for. Yet Sir Edward Coke
faid * in the houfe of commons, that he was employed about the fame time, to
gether with Popham, lord chiefjull:ice, to take a furvey of all the people of Eng
land, and that they found thc·m to be 9co,ooo of all forts.. This number, by
the ordinary rules of computation, fuppofes, that there were above 2oo,ooo. 
men able to bear arms. Yet even this numbeF is furprizingly fmall. Can we. 
fuppofe that the kingdom is feven times more populous a~ prefent ?·And that: 
Murden's was the real number of men, excluding- catholics· and :nfirm perfons? 

WHATEVER opinion we may form of the comparative populoufnefs of Eng· 
lard in thefe two periods, it mull: be allowed, that there is a prodigious encreafe 
of power, in that, more perhaps than in any other European ftate, fince the be~ 
ginning of the I aft century. It would· be no paradox to affirm, that Ireland afo.ne 
could at prefent exert a greater force than all the three kingdoms were capable· 
of at the death of ~een Elizabeth. And we might go farther, and aiferr, that: 

t Monfon, p. 300, :j: Lives of the Admirals, vol, i. p. 4;2. 
y Stry pe, vol. i v •. p. zz:r •. § P. 6o8~ • Journ. zsth April, x6u. 
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one good county of England is capable of making, at leaft of fupporting, a greater 
effort than the whole kingdom was in the reign of Henry V. when the main
tenance of a garrifon in a fmall town, like Calais, formed more than a third of 
the ordinary natural expence. Such are the effetl:s of liberty, induftry and good 
government! 

THE ftate of the Engli!h manufactures was at this time very low;_ and foreign 
wares of almofl: all kinds had the preference*. About 1590, there were in 
London four perfons only rated in the fubfidy books fo high as four hundred 
pounds t. This computation is not indeed to be deemed an exact cftimate of 
their wealth. In 1567, there were. found on enquiry to be four thoufand eight 
hundred and fifty-one fhange-rs of all nations in London : Of whom three thou .. 
fand eight hundred and thirty eight were Flemings, and only fifty-eight Scots :j:. 
The perfecutions in France and the Low Countries drove afterwards a greater 
number of foreigners into England; .and the commerce, as well as manufactures, 
of that kingdom was very much improved by them 'II· It was then that Sir 
Thomas Grefham built, at his own charge, the magnificent fabric of the Ex. 
change for the reception of the merchants : The ~een vificed it, .. and gave it 
the appellation of the Royal Exchange. 

THERE were two atrempts made in this reign to fettle colonies in America; 
one by Sir Humphry Gilbert in Newfoundland, another by Sir Walter Raleigh in 
Virginia: But neither of thefe projeCts proved fuccefsful. All thefe noble fet
tlements were made in the following reigns. The current money of the king
dom, in the end of this reign, is computed at four mil:ions §. 

THE nobility in this age fupported frill, in fome degree, the ancient magnificence 
in their hofpjtality, and iA the numbers of their retainers; and the ~een found it 
prudent to retrench, by proclamation, their expences in this I aft particular ~. 
The expenee of hofpitality, !he fomewhat encouraged, by the frequent vifits fhe 

paid her nobility, and the magnificent feafl:s which fhe received from them. The 
:earl of Leicefrer gave her an entertainment in Kenilworth caftle, which was extra .. 
ordinary for expence and magnificence. Among other particulars, we are told, 
that three hundred and fixry-five hog!head of beer were drank at it +· The 
.earl had fortified this caftle at great ex~'ence ; and it contained arms for ten thou~ 
:(and men nu. The earl of Derby had a family confi{ting of tWO hundred and 

* D'E~ es, p. 505. t Ibid. p. 497· tHaynes, p. 461,462. 
II StmVf. p. 66g, § Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 475· 
·~ St1ype, vol. iii. Appen. p. H· + Biog. Brit. vol, iii. p. J 791~ 

,~IJ.StrYl e~ vol. iii. r .. .9 94-

forty 
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forty fervants §. Stowe remarks it as a fingular pro;f of beneficence in this no- Chap. VII~ 
bleman, that he was contented with hi5 rent from his tenants, and exaB:ed not 
any extraordinary fervices from them: A proof that the abfolute power of the fo-
vereign, (what was almoft unavoidable) had very g· nerally countenanced the no-
bility in tyrannizing over the people. Burleigh, tho' he was fru2:al, and had no 
paternal efl:ate, kept a family confi!ling of an hundred fervants II· He had a 
fianding table for gentlemen, and two other tables for perfoos of meaner condition, 
which were always ferved alike, whether he was in town or in the country. About 
his perfon he had people or· great diftinCl:ion, infim.uch that he could reckon up 
twenty gentlemen retainers who had each a rhoufand pound;; a year; and as many 
among his -ordinary fervants, who were worth from a thoufand pounds to three, 
five, ten, and twenty thoufand pounds **. It is to be remarked, that, tho~ 
the revenues of the crown was at that time very fmall, the minifters and courtiers 
found means, by employing th~ exorbitant prerogative, to acquire much greater 
fortunes than it is poffible tor them at prefent to gain, from their larger falaries, 
and more limited authori:y. 

BuT tho' there were preferved great remains of the ancient cuftoms, the nobi
lity were, by degrees, acquiring a tafte of elegant luxury; and many edifices, 
in particular, were built by them, neat, large, and fumptuous, to the great or
nament of the kingdom, fays Camden ti·; but to the no leis decay of the glori
ous hofpitality o( the nation. It is, however, more reafonable to think, that this 
new turn of expence promoted arcs and induftry; while the ancient hofpita!ity 
was the fource of vice, diforder, fedirion, and idlenefs. 

AMoNG the other fpecies of luxury, that of apparel began much to increafe 
during this age; and the ~ten thoughr proper to rellrain it by proclamation*. 
Her ex.1mple was very little conformable to htr ediCts. As no woman was ever 
more conceited of her beauty, nor more defirous of making impreffion on the 
h:arts of beholders, no one ever went to a greater extravagance in apparel, or 

' frudied more the variety and richnefs of h-:r dre!fes. She appeared almofl: every 
day in a different habit; and tried all the feve• al mode>, by which !he hoped ro 
render her!elf agreeable. She was alfo r~ food of her cloaths, that !he nev, r 
could part with any of them; and ac her death !he had in her wardrobe all the 

di.fferent habits, to the number of three thoufand, which ihe had ever worn ir1 
her life-timet. 

§ Stowe, p. 674· 
tt Page 45z. 
BeaumonL 's Difratches. 

II Strype, vol. iii. p. I zg. Appen. 
* Camden, p. 452. 

** Biogr. Brit. p. 1267. 
t Carte, vol. iii. p. 7oz, from 
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Cbap. VII. THE retrenchment of the ancient hofpitality, and the diminution of retainers, 
were favourable to the prerogative of the fovereign; and by difabling the great 
noblemen from refiftance, promoted the execution of the laws, and extended the 
authority of the courts of juftice. There were many particular caufes in the fitua
tion and charaCter of Henry the feventh, which augmented the authority of the 
,crown: Moft of thefe caufes concurred in fucceeding princes ; together with the 
faCtions of religion, and the acquifition of the fupremacy, a moft important ar· 
ticle of prerogative: But the manners of the age were a general caufe, which 
operated during this whole period, and which continually tended to diminith the 
riches, and Hill more the influence of the Ariftocracy, anciently fo formidable to 
the crown. The h<!bits of luxury diffipated the immenfe fortunes of the anci
ent barons ; and as the new methods of expence gave fubfiftance to mechanics 
and merchants, who lived in an independant manner on the fruits of their own 
indu(try, a nobleman, inftead of that unlimited afcendant which he was wont to 
aifume over thofe who were maintained at his board, or fubfifl:ed by falaries con
ferred on them, retained only that moderate influence which cufl:omers have over 
tradefmen, and which can never be dangerous to civil government. The landed 
.proprietors alfo, having a greater demand for money than for men endeavoured 
to turn their lands to the beft account with regard to profit~ and either indofing 
their fields, or joining many fmall farms into a few large ones, difmilfed thofe 
ufelefs hands which formerly were always at their call, in every attempt to fubvert 
the government, or oppofe a neighbouring baron. By all thefe means the cities 
increafed; the midd1e rank of men began to be rich and powerful; the prince, 
who, in effetl, was the fame with the law, was implicitly obeyed; and tho' the 
farther progrefs of the fame ·caufes begot a new plan of liberty, founded on the 
privileges of the commons, yet in the interval between the fall of the nobles and 
the rife of this order, the fovereign took advantage of the prefent fituation, and 
.affumed an authority almoft abfolute. 

WHATEVER may be commonly imagined, from the authority of lord Bacon, 
and from that of Harrington, and bter authors, the laws of Henry the feventh 
contributed very little towards the gteat revolutions which happened about this 
period in the Englifh conftitution. The practice of breaking entails by a fine and 
recovery, had been introduced in the preceding reigns; and this prince only gave 
indireCtly a legal fanCl:ion to the praCtice, by reforming fome abufes which attend
ed it. But the fettled authority which he acquired to the crown, enabled the [0 • 

vereign to encroach on the feparate jurifdiCl:ions of the barons, and produced a 
more general and regular execution of the laws. The counties p:datine under

went the fame fate as the feudal jurifdiCl:ions; and by a ftatute of Henry the 

4 e~h~ 
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eighth t, the jurifdiB:ion of thefe counties was annexed to the crown, and all Chap. VII, 

writs were ordained to run in the King's name. But the change of manners was 
the chief caufe of the fecret revolution of the government, and fubverted the 
power of the barons. 

LEARNING, on its firfl: revival, was held in great efl:imation by the Englifh 
princes and nobles; and as it was not yet profi:ituted by being too common, even 
the Great deemed it an object of ambition to attain a character for literature. The 
four fucceffive fovereigns, Henry, Edward, Mary, and Elizabeth, may, on one 
account or other, be admitted into the clals of authors. ~een Catherine Parr 

tranflated a book: Lady Jane Gray, confidering her age, and her fex, and her 
ftation, may be regarded as a.prodigy of literature. Sir Thomas Smith was raifed 
from being profeffor in Cambridge, firfl: to be ambafi'ador to France, and then 
fecretary of ftate. The difpatches of thofe times, and among others thofe of 
Burleigh himfelf, are very frequently interlarded with quotations from the Greek 
and Latin claffics. Even the ladies of the court valued themfelves on know lege: 
Lady Burleigh, lady Bacon, and their two fifi:ers, were miftreifes of the antient2 

as well as modern languages; and valued themfelves more on their erudition than 
on their rank and quality. 

~EEN Elizabeth wrote and tranflated feveral books; and ilie was familiarly ac
quainted with the Greek as well as Latin tongue. It is pretended, that fne made 
an extemporary reply in Greek to the univerfity of Cambridge, who had addreffed 
her in that language. It is certain, that .fbe anfwered in Latin, without preme
ditation, and in a very fpirited manner, to the Poli!h ambaifador, who had been. 
wanting in refpeft to her. When .fbe had finifhed, fhe turned about to her 
courtiers, and faid, " God's death, my lords," (for ihe was much addicted to 
fwearing) " l have been forced this day to fcour up my old Latii1, that· hath l6ng 
" lain ru!ling :j:." Elizabeth, even after fhe was ~een, did not entirely drop 
the ambition of appearing as an author; and next to her defire of admiration 
for beauty, this feems to have been the chiefobjeB: of her vanity. She tranf
lated Boethius of the Confolation of Philofophy; in order, as fhr_: pretended,. 
to allay her grief for Henry the fourth's change of religion. As f1r as we can 

judge from Elizabeth's compofitions, we may prorJounce, that notwithftanding 
her application, ancr her excellent parts, her taf1:t' in literature was very indiffe:-
rent: She was even inferior to her fucceffor in this parttcnlar,, who was himltlf; 
far from being a juft model of eloquence. 

t 27 Hen. VIII. c. 24. t SpeeJ. 

VoL. IV. Xx. UNHAP.PILY. 
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Chap. VII. U NHA PP I.L Y for literature, at leaft for the learned oft bi~ age, th.e ~~.e.1;1' s va-
nity lay more in fhining by her own learning, than in enGOur~gi.og mea of genius 
·by her liberality~ Spencer hirnfe1f, the fineft Eoglifh writer of his age, W<l.!:i long 
negleCl:ed ; and after the death of Sir Philip Sydney, his pa.tron, w~s allowed ,to 

die almofl: for want. This poet contains great beauties, a fweet and harmonious 
verfification, eafy elocution, a fine imagination : Yet does the perufal of his 
work become fo tedious, that one never finifhes it from the mere pleafure which 
it affords: It foon becomes a kind of tafk-reading; and it requires forile effort 
and refolution to· carry us on to the end of his long performance. This effect, 
of which every one is confcious, is ufually afcribed to the change of m3nners : 
But manners have more changed fince Homer's age; and yet that poet remains 
.ftill the favourite of every reader of tafte and judgment. Homer copied true 
natural manners, which, however rough or uncultivated, will always form an 
agreeable and interefiing picture : But the pencil of the Englifh poet was employed 
in drawing the affectations, and conceits, and fopperies of chivalry, which appear 
ridiculous as foon as they lofe the recommendation of the mode. The tedioufnefs 
of continued allegory, and that too feldom ftriking or ingenious, has alfo contri
buted to render the Fairy ./}(!feen peculiarly tirefome, not to mention the too great 
frequency of its defcriptions, and the languor of its fianza. Upon the whole, 
Spencer maintains his place in the fhel ves among our Engli(h claffics: But he is 
Ji:ldom feen on the table ; and there is fcarce any one, if he dares to be ingenuous,. 
but will confefs, that, notwithftanding all the merit of the poet, he affords an en
tertainment with which the palate is foon fatiated. Several writers of late have 
amufed themfelves in copying the fiile of Spencer; and no imitation has been [() 
indifferent as not to bear a great refemblance of the original: His manner is fo 
peculiar, that it is almoft impoffible not to transfer fome of it into the copy. 

The END of the FouRTH VoLuME. 


