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C H A ;p, 1. 

-'I'he.Britains,-Romans,-Saxons,-the Heptar.cby.-'Ihe King .. 
dom of Kent-of Northumberland-of Eajl-Anglia-of Mercia 
-of E.lfex-of Su.lfex-if Wejfex. 

The B .R I 'T A I N S. 

T
HE curiofity~ enterta<ined by all civilized n~tions, 'Of ·enquiring into 

the exploits and adventures of ·their anceftors, commonly excites a re
gret that the''hiftory of remote ages lhould always be fo much involved 
in obfcurity, uncertainty, .ancl "contradiction. Ingenious men, pof

feffed of leifure, are apt to pulh tneir refearches beyond the period in which li
terary monuments are framed Gr preferved, without reflecting, that the hiilory of 
.paft events is immediately loft or disfigured when intrufted to memory or oral tra
dition, and that the adventure·s of barbarous nations, even if they were preferved, 
·COt1ld afford little or no entertainment to thofe born in a more cultivated age. The 
<Convulfions of a ci-vilized ftateoufually compof~:: the moft inftrutl:ive and moll: 
'interefling part of its hiftory .; but the fudden, violent, and unprepared revo
lutions, incident to Barbarians, -are fo much guided 'by ·.caprice, and terminate f.1 
l{iften in cruelty, that they difguft us by the uniformity of their appearatlce; and 
.'it is rather fortunate for letters that they are buried in filence and oblivion. The 

W"aL. ;I, -B on~y 

Cbap. r. 



2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Chap. I. only certain means, by which nations can indulge their curiolity in refearches 
concerning their remote origin, is to conflder the language, manners and cuf-" 
toms. of their ancefl:ors, and to compare them with- thofe of the neighbouring 
nations. The fables, which are commonly employed to fupply the plaae of 
true hiO:ory, ought entirely to be difregarded; and if any exception be admitted· 
to this general rule, it can only be in favour of the antient Greek fictions, which,, 
are fo celebrated and fo agreeable, that they will ever be the objetl:s of the atp 
tention of mankind. Negletling therefore, all traditions or rather tales con"'· 
cerniog the more early hifl:ory of Britain,_ we fhall Qnly confider the flare of the 
inhabitants, as i<t appeared to the Romans on their invafion of nhis country: We 
iliall briefly run over the events, which attended the conqueft made by that em
pire,, as belonging more to Roman than Britiih ftory: We ihall haften thro' .. the· 
obfcure and unintereft-ing p~riod of Saxon annals: And fhaH refer.ve a more. full 
narration for thofe times, when. the truth is both fo well afcertained·and fo com.,.. 
plete as to promife fome entertainment and inftrutl:ion to the reader. 

ALL antient writers agree in reprefenting the firft inhabitants of Britain as a1 
tribe of the Gauls or Celtre, who peopled that iOand from the neighbouring con
tinent. Their language was the fame, their manners, their government, their 
:[.uperftition ; varied only by.· thofe fmall differences, which time or a commu.,. 
nication with the bordering nations muft neceifari!y introduce~ The inhabitants 
of Gaul, efpecially in thofe parts which lye contiguous to Italy, had acquired,. 
from a commerce with their fouthern neighbours, fome refinement in the arts,. 
which gradually diffufed themfelves northwards, and fpread but a very faint light 
over this iOand. The Greek and Roman navigators or merchants (for there were 
fcarce any other travellers in thDfe ages) brought back the moft ihoc:King ac•
counts of the ferocity of the people; which they magnified, as ufual, in order to 
excite the admiration of their countrymen~ The fouth eaft parts, however, of' 
Britain had already, before the age of C::efar,_ made the firft and' moft requilite· 
:Rep towards a civil fett·lement; and the Britains, by tillage and' agriculture, had·' 
there encreafed to a great multitude *. The other inhabitants of the iiland fiill 
maintained themfdves by pafrurage: They were cloathedwith fkins of beafis: 
They dwelt in huts, ,which they reared in the forefi:s and marfhes, with which: 
the country was covered: They fhifred eafily their habitation, when actuated' 
ei<her by the hopes of plunder or the fear of an enemy: The convenience of 
feeding their cattle was even a fufficient motive for removing their feats :· And 
being ignorant of all the refinements of life, their wants and their poffeffions were· 
equal!y fcanty and limited. 

• C;efar •. lib. 4 ... 



T H E B R I T A I N s. 3 

THE Britains were divided into many fmall nations or tribes; and being a mi- Chap. I. 

lhary people, whofe fole property was their fword and their cattle, it was im-
poffible, after they had acquired a relifh of liberty, for their princes or chieftains 
·to eftablifh any defpotic authority over them. Their governments, tho' mo
narchical, * were free, as well as thoft: of all the Celtic nations ; and the common 
people feem even to have enjoyed more liberty among them t, than among the 
nations of Gaul :f:, from whom they were defcended. Each ftate was divided 
into fattions within itfelf II : It was agitated with emulation towards the neigh. 
bouring ftates: And while the arts of peace were yet unknown, wars were the 
chief occupation, and formed the chief object of ambition, among the people. 

THE religion of the Britains was one of the moft confiderable parts of their 
government; and the Druids, who were their priefl:s, poffdfed great authority 
among them. Befides minifl:ring at the altar, and direCting all religious duties, 
they prefided over the education of youth ; they were endowed with an immu
nity from wars and taxes; they enjoyed both the civil and criminal jurifdiCtion ; 
they decide.d all controverfies among ftates as well as private perions, and who. 
ever refufed to fubmit to their decree was expofed to the moft fevere penalties. 
The fentence of excommunication was denounced againft him : He was forbid 
accefs to the facrifices or public worfhip : He was debarred all intercourfe with 
his fellow-citizens, even in the common affairs of life: His company was uni
verfally fhunned as profane and dangerous : He was refufed the protettion of 
law -J-: And death itfelf became to him an acceptable relitf from the miftry and 
infamy to which he was expofed. Thus, the bands of government, which were 
naturally loofe among that rude and turbulent people, were happily corroborate-d 
by the terrors of their fuperftition. 

No fpecies of fuFerfrition w2s ever more terrible than that of the Druids. Be
fides the fevere penalties, which it was in the power of the ecclefiafi:ics to inBitt in 
this world, they inculcated the eternal tranfmigration of fouls; and thereby ex
tended their authority as far as the fears of their timorous votaries. They practifed 
their rites in .dark groves or other fecret receffes § ; and in order co thmw a greater 
myftery on their religion, they communicated their doCtrines only to the initi
ated, and Gricrly forbad the committing them to writing ; left they i11ould at any 
time be expofed to the examination of the profane vulgar. Human facrifices 
were prachfed among them.: The fpoils of war were often devoted to their di-

* Diod. Sic. 1. 4-· Mela, lib. 3· cap. 6. 
J Co:efJr. lib, 6. ~ Tacit. Agr. 
:§ Plin, lib. 1 z. cap. 1. 

Strabo, lh 4-· t Dian C'affns, lib. 75• 
+ Ca:far. lib. 6. Strabo, lib. <J.• 

B 2 v.idtks; 
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Chap. I. vinltles;- and they punifhed with the fevereft tortures whoever dared to fecrete
any part of the confecrated offering: Thefe treafures they preferved in- woods and' 
fordls, ft>cured by no other guard than the terrors, of their-religion*;_ and t11is
continued conqueft- over human avidity may be regarded as more fignal than 
their prompting men to the moO: extraordinary.and moll: violent efforts. No ido
latrous wodhip ever attained fuch an afcendant over mankind as that of the antient 
Gauls and Britains ;. and the Romans, after their_ conqueft, fi-nding it,impoffible 
to reconcile thefe nations to the laws and inftitutions of their mailers, while it
maintained ic-s authority, were at ]aft obliged to abolifh it by penal ftatutes ; a, 
violence, which had never- in any other infl:ance been praCtiCed by_ thefe tolerating_; 
conquerors t. -

The R 0 M- A N S~. 

TH-E Britains had long remained· in this rude but independant ftate, when-
Crefar, having over-run all Gaul by his victories, firft caft his eye on 

their iOand. He- was not allared either. by its riches or its-renown ; hut being_ 
ambitious of carrying the Roman arms into a new world, then wholly unknown~_ 
he took advantage of a fhort interval in_ his Gaulic wars, and made an invafion 
on Britain. The natives, informed of his intention, were fenfible of the unequal, 
conteft, and endeavoured to appeale him by fubmiffions, which, howeve-r, retard-

Anno ant. c. ed not the execution of his defign. After fame refiftance, he landed, as is fuppo--
55· fed,. at Deal; and having obtained feveral advantages over-the Britains~ and obli-

ged them to promife hofiages for· their. future dutiful· behaviour, he was con
ftrained, by the neceffity of his affairs, and ·the approach of winter; to withdraw, 
his forces into Gaul. The Brirains, relieved from the terror of his arms, negleCted. 
the performance of their- ftipulations; and that haughty conqufror refolved next~ 
fum mer to chafiife them for this breach- of treaty. He landed with a greater. 
force ; and tho'· be found a more regular refifiance from the Britain~, who had. 
united under-Caffiv-elaunus, one of their petty princes; he difcomfited them in. 
every aCtion. He advanced into the country ; paffed the Thames in the face 
of the enemy; rookand burned the capital of Caffivelaunus; eilabliihed his aJ.Iy,. 
Mandubratius, in the fovereignty of the Trinobantes; and hav-ing obliged the-· 
inhabitants to make him new fubmiffions, he again returned with his army into. 
Gaul,_ and left the authority of the Romans more nominal-than real in this ifland,. 

"' Cxfar. lib. 6, t Sueton. in vita CJaudii. _ 

THE· 

9 
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THE civil wars, which enfued~ and which prepared the way for the efiab1ilh- Chap 1~. 

·ment of monarchy in Rome, faveci the Britains from that yoke, which was 
ready to be impofed upon them. Auguftus, the fucceffcr of Cxfar, content 
with the viCtory obtained over the liberties of his own country, was little ambi-
tious of acquiring fame by. foreign wars; and being apprehenfive left the fame un-
limited extent of dominion, which had fubverted the rc:public, might alfo over-
whelm the empire, he recommended to his fucceffors r.ever to enlarge the terri-
tories of the· Romans. Tiberius, jealous of the fame,. which might be acquired 
by his. generals, made this advice of Auguftus a pretence for. his inaCtivity*:~ 

The mad [allies of Caligula, in which he menaced Britain with an invafion, 
ferved only to·expofe himfelf and the empire to ridicule: And the Britains had 
now, during almoft a century, enjoyed their liberty unmolefred ;· when the 
Romans, in the reign of Claudius, began to think feriouOy of reducing them 
under their dominion. Without feeking any more juftifiable reafons of hofl:ility 
than were employed by the latter Europeans in fubjetting the Africans and Arne- A. D. 4? 

ricans, they fent over·an army under the command of Plautius, an able general, 
who gained fome viCtories, and made a confiderable progrefs in fubduing the. 
inhabitants. Claudius· himfelf, finding affairs fufficiently prepared for his re-
ception, made a journey into Britain ; and received the fubmiilion of feveral Bri-
tith ftates",. the Cantii, Atrebates, Regni, and Trinobantes, who inhabited· th·e 
fouth-eafr parts of the ifiand, and whom their poffeffions and cultivated manner 
of life rendered willing to purchafe peace at the expence of their liberty. The 
other Britains, under the command of Caracracus, ftill maintained an obftinate 
r.eGfrance, and the Romans made little progrefs agaioft them; till Ofrorius Sea .. 
pula was fent over to command their ·armies. This general advanced the Roman A. D. o, 

conque(h over the Britains; pierced into the country of the Silures, a. warlike 
5 

nation, who inhabited the banks of the Severne ; defeated Caracracus in a great 
battle ; . took him prifoner; and· fent him to Rome, where his magnanimous be,. 
haviour procured him better treatment than thofe conqnerofs ufually beftowed on 
cap-tive princes t. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe misfortunes, the Britains- w\~- not fcibducd ; and 
this iOand was regarded by the ambitious Romans ::),s a field in which military'' A D 

. \'9·' 
honour might ftill be acquired. Under the reign.of N~ro, Suetonius Paullinus 
wa·s- invefred with the command, and prep.ued to fignalize his name by viCtories. 
over thele barb:Hians. Finding that the iO.:md· of Mona, now Ang:erey, was 
the chief feat of the Druids, be refolved to attack it, and to fubjL'"(t a place, 

• Tacir .. Agr. t Tacit. Ann . .Jib, I z. 

which 
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Chap. r. which was the center of their fuper!l:ition, and which afforded prote&ion to all 
-their baffied forces. The Britains endeavoured to obil:ruB: his landing on this 
-facred if1and, both by the force of their arms and the terrors of their .religion. 
The. women and pritfl:s \Vere intermingled with the foldiers upon the fhore:; and 
running about with flaming torches in their hands, and toffing their difhevelled 
hair, they £huck greater terror into the aftonifhed Romans by their howlings, 
cries, and execrations, than the real danger from the armed forces was able to 

infpire. But Suetonius, exhorting his troops to defpife the menaces of a fu
peril:ition, which they defpifed, impelled them to the attack, drove the Britains off 
the field, burned the Druids in the fame fires which they had prepared for their 
captive enemies, deftroyed all the confecrated gro-ves a11d altars·; and having thus 
triurnphc d 'Over the religion of the Britains, he thought ·his future progrefs would 
be eafy in reducing the people to fubjeCl:ion. But he was difappointed in his ex
peCtations. The Britains, taking advantage of his abfence, were all in arms ; 
and being headed by Boadicea, ~1een of the Iceni, who had b~en treated in the 
moft ignominious manner by the Roman tribunes, had already attacked with fuc
cefs feveral fettlements of their infulting conquerors. Suetonius hail:ened to the 
proteCtion of London, which was already a flourifhing Roman colony ; but found 
on his arrival, that it would be requifite for the general fafety to abandon that 
place to the merdlefs fury of the enemy. London was reduced to afhes ; fuch 
of the inhabitants, as remained in it, cruelly rnaffacred ; the Romans and all 
fl:rangers, to the number of 7o,ooo, put to the fword without di!l:inCl:ion ; and 
the Britains, by rendering the war thus bloody, feemed determined to cut off all 
:hopes of peace or compofition with the enemy. But this cruelry was revenged by 
Suetonius in a great and decifive battle, where 8o,.ooo of the Britains are faid to 
have perifhed; and Boadicea herfelf, .father than fall into the hands of the enraged 
viCtor, put an end to her ·own life by poifon *. Nero foon afrer recall~d Sueto
nius from a government·; where by fuffering -and inflicbng fo many feverities he 
was judged improper for compofing the angry and alarmed minds of the inhabi
tants. After fome intPrval, Cerealis received the command from Vefpafian, and 
by his bravery prop.::'t:l\ted the terror .of the Roman arms. Julius Fronrinus fuc
ceeded Cerealis both i; aut1ority and rc;putation : But the general, who finally 
eftabli!hed the dominivn of the Roman-s in this if1and, was Julius Agricola, who 

.~;,.D. 7~· governed it in the reigns of Vefp:aflan, Titus, and Domitian, and diftinguifhed 
himfelf in that fcene of action. 

THiS great commander formed a regular plan for fL,bduing Britain, and ren
:derin_g the acquifition ufeful to the conquerors. He carried his victorious arms 

!. Tadt. Ann. lib. 14. 
north.,; 



THE RoMANs~ 

northwards, defeated the Britains in every encounter, pierced into the inacteffible: Chap. I~ 
:forefis and mountains of Cah'ldonia,. reduced every thing to fubjeCI:ion in the fouth-
ern parts of the iila.nd, and chaced before him all the men of fiercer and more 
intractable fpirits, who deemed war and death itfelf lefs intolerable than fervitude 
under the viCtors. He even defeated them in a decifive aCtion, which they fought 
under Galcacus, their leader; and having dra.wn a rampart, and fixed a train o£ 
garrifons between the friths of Clyde and Forth, he thereby cut off the ruder and 
more barren parts of the iiland, and fecured the Roman province from the inva~ 
fion of the barbarous inhabitants*. , 

,I 

DuRING thefe military enterprizes, he neglected not the arts of peace. He 
introduced laws and civility among the Britains, taught them to defire and raife 
all the conveniencies of life, reconciled them to the Roman language and man· 
ners, inil:ruCI:ed them in letters and fcience, and employed every expedient to, 

render thofe chains, which he had forged, both eafy and agreeable to them t• 
The inhabitants, having experienced how unequal their own force was to refifr, 
that of the Romans, acquiefced in the dominion of their ma!:ters, and were gra
dually incorporated as a part of that mighty empire. 

Tms was the ]aft durable conqueft made by the Romans ; and Britain, once 
f.ubdued,. gav.e no farther inquietude to· the viclor. Caledonia alone, defended 
by its barren mountains,.. and by the contempt which the Romans entertained of 
it, fometimes infefted the more cultivated parts of the iiland by the incurfions of 
irs inhabitants. The better to fecure· the frontler.s of the empire, Adrian, who 
vifited this iiland, built a !hong rampart between Tyne· and' the firth. of Solway:. 
Lolli us Urbicus, under Antoninus Pius, repaired that of Agricola: Severus, 
who made an expedition into Britain, and carried his arms into the moil: north
ern extremity of it, added new forrifications to the wall of Adrian; and during 
all the reigns of the Roman emperors, fuch a profound tranquillity prevailed in. 
Britain, that little mention is made of the affairs of that ifland by any hifl:orian. 
The only incidents which occur, are fome feditions or rebellions of the Roman. 
legions quartered there,. and fome ufurpations of the imperial dignity by the Ro
man governors. The natives, difarmed, difpirited, and fubmiilive, had Joft 
all defire, and even idea of th€ir former liberty and independance. 

BuT the period was now come, when that enormous fabric of the Roman em
pire-, which had diffufed £lavery and oppreffion, together with peace and civility, 
Gver fo· confiderable a, part of the globe, was approaching towards its final diffo
ll.nion. Italy, and the center of the empire, removed) during fo many ages-,. 

t. Tacit. Agr. 
fr.om 
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.rChap. I.. . from all concern in the wars, had entire"ly loft the military fpirit, and wer.e :peo
pled by an enervated race, equally difpofed to f'llbmit to-a foreign yoke, or to 

the tyranny of their own-rulers. The emperors found themfelves obliged tore-
. cruit their legions from the frontier provinces, where the genius -of war, though 
languifhing, was ·not totally extinct ; and thefe mercenary forces, carelefs of law-s 
and civil infiitutions, eftablifhed a military government, no lefs dangerous to the 
fovereign than to the people. The farther progrefs ef the fame diforders intro
duced the bordering barbarians into the,.fervice of the'Romans,; 'and thofe fierce 
nations, having now added difcipline and fkill to their native bravery, could no 

.longer be reftrained by the impotent policy of the emperors, who were accuftomed 
to employ the one in the deftrucrion of the other. ··Senfible of their own fore~ 
and allured by the profpect of fo rich a prize, the northern barbarians) in the 

. reign of A read ius and Honorius, affailed at once all the frontiers of the Roman 
.empire; and having. firft fa dated their a.Y.idity by pltmder, began to think of fix
. ing a fettlement in the wafted provinces. The more diftant barbarians, who oc-
cupied the deferred habitations of tiile former, advanced in their acquifitions, ·and 
preffed with the.ir incumbent weight the Roman ftate, already unequal to the load 
which it fuflai·ned. Inftead of arming the people in thei-r own defence, the em

·perors recalled all the diftant legions, in whom alone they could repofe confi-
dence; and ·£olletl:ed:the whole military force for·the defence of the capital and 

,'Center of tbe empire. The neceffi~y of felf. prefervation had fuperfeded the am
:•bition of power; and the ancient point of honour, {)f never contracting the limits 
,of the,empi.re, -co.uld .no longer be .attended ro in this defperate extremity. 

BRITAIN by its fitu.ation wa-s removed fr-om the fury of thefe barbarous incur
'fions ; and being alfo a .remote province, not much valued by the Romans, the 
.Je.gions, which defentled ir, were carried over co the protetl:i0n of Italy and Gaul. 
.Bur that.pr-ov:nce, though fecured by the fea againfl: the inroads of the greate-r 
tribes of b.1rbariam:, found enemies on its frontiers, who took advantage of irs 
prefent defencelefs fituation. The Picts and Scots, who dwelt in the northern 
tarts, ·bGyond the wall -of Antor,inus., made incurGons upon their peaceable ar,d 
df minate neigl1bours; and bdides the temporary depredatior,s which they com
. .miwd, threatt'r.ed the whole pr·ovince with fubjeBion, or, wh:r! the inha~itants 
:more . .dreaded, with plunder and devz.fl:ation. The former nation f-em to have 
,been a tribe of the native Bririih race, who, having been cha::e-d -i~to the nonh
.-ero pats by .the conqudls of Agriccl.l, had there irlttrming1ed -v:ith the anrient 
1nha'~irants: The other wtre derived trJm the f.lme Celtic origin, had firfl: been 
dhblif1Jed in Ireland, had fent ov r a colony to the north-weft coafts of this i{hnd, 
.a~d l1Jd lo~3 teen accu:.to:.ned, as well from tht:ir .old 415 their new feats, .to infeft 

.the 
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the Roman province by their pyracy and rapine. Thefe two tribes, finding their Chap. I. 
more opulent neighbours expofed to invafion, foon broke over the Roman wall, 
no longer defended by the Roman arms ; and though a contemptible enemy in 
themfelves, met with no refiftance from the unwarlike inhabitants. The Britains, 
accuftomed to have recourfe to the emperors for defence a&- well as government, 
made fupplications to Rome; and one legion was fent over for their proteCtion. 
This force was an over-match for the barbarians, repelled their invafion, routed 
them in every engagement, and having chaced them into their antient limits, re· 
turned in triumph to the defence of the fouthern provinces of the empire*. 
Their retreat brought on a new invafion of the enemy. The Britains made again 
an application to Rome, and obtained again· the affiftance of a legion, which 
proved effeEl:ual for their relief: But the Romans, reduced to extremities at 
home, and fatigued with thefe difl:ant expeditions, informed the Britains that they 
muft no longer look to them for fuccour, exhorted them to arm in their own 
defence, and urged, that as they were now their own mafters, it became them to 
proteCt by their valour that independance which their antieot lords had conferred 
upon them t. That they might leave the if1and with the better grace, the Ro-

-mans affifted them in erecting anew the wall of Sever us, which was built entirely 
of ftone, and which the Bricains had not at that time artizans fkilful enough to 
repair :j:. And having done this laft good office to the inhabitants, they bid .a. 
final adieu to Britain, about the year 448 ; after being mafters of the moft con~ 

fiderable part of it during the courfe of near four centuries. 

The B R I T A I N 8. 

THE abject Britains regarded this prefent of liberty as fatal to them ; and 
were in no condition to put in praCtice the prudent advice given them by the 

Romans, of arming in their own defence. U naccuftomed both to the perils of 
war, and to the cares of civil government, they found themfelves incapable .of 
forming or executing any meafures for refifting the incurfions of the barbarians. 
Gratian alfo and Conftantine, two Romans who had a little before affumed the 
purple in Britain, had carried over into the continent the flower of the Britifh 
youth; and having perifhed in their unfuccefsful attempts on the imperial throne, 
had defpoiled the ifiand of thofe, who, in this defperate extremity, were beft able 

• Gildas, Bede, lib. r. cap. I z. Paull. Diacon. Alured. Beverl. p. 43• ex edit. Hearne. 
t Bede, lib. 1. cap. 1 z. Gul. Maim. p. 8. Ann. Bever!. p. 44-
:1: Bede, lib. 1. cap. 12. Ann. Bever I. p. 44; 

V.oL. I. C to 
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to defend it. The PiCl:s_- and Scots, finding that the Romans had finally reHri" -
quilhed Britain, now regarded the whole as their prize, and attacked the northern 
~all with redoubled 'forces. The Britains, already ~ubdued by their own fears·; 
found the ramparts but a wea~ defence for them,; and def-erting their ftation, lefi 
the country entirely open to the inroads of the barbarous enemy;· The invaders 
carried devaflation and-· ruin along with them ; and exerted to the utmoft their 
native ferocity, which was not mitigated by the helplefs condition and fubmiffive 
!Jehaviour cif the inhabitants*: -Th_e unhappy- Britains had a third time recourfe 
to Rome, which had d~clared its refolution for ever' to -abandon them: lEtius; 
th_e patrician, fuftained, at th~t time, by his valour and magnanimity, the tot· 
tiering ruins of the empire, and r~vived for a. nioment among the degenerate 
Romans, the fpirit, as well as difcipline of th~ir anceffors-. The Briti-fh ambaf
fadors carried to him the letter.· of ~heir c<;mritrymen, which wa~ infcribed, 'I' he 
Groans of the Brit,ains. The teno~ of- the epi£He was fuitable to its fuperfcr.iption·. 
'!'he barba_rians, fay they, on th~ one hcmd, chace us into the foa ;. the fea, on the 
other, throws us back upon the barbarians; and we have-rmly:the hard choice left us; 
of perijhing by the fword or by the waves t. Eut .l:Etius, preffed. by the arms of 
Atrila, the moft terrible enemy that ever aifailed the empire, had; no leifure to 
attend to the complaints of allies, whom generofity alone CQU.}d ~nduc~ him to 
affift t. The Britains, thus-·rejeCl:ed, were.-reduced to defpair,,.deferted their, har 
bitations, abandoned tillage, and flying for prote&ion to the. forc;fts. and QlQI.m .. 

tains, fuffered equally from hunger and from the enemy. The bii~ba.dans them,. 
fel_ves began to feel the preifures of famine in a country which they had ravaged ; . 
and being harraifed bf. the difper[ed Britains, .who.had,not dared to refift them in.~ 
'1 body, they retreated with their fpoils into their own country II· 
'• . '! 

THE Britains, taking advant.age of this interval~ .re,turned to their 4fual~ occu-t--
pations; and the favouralale feafons, whis:h fucceeded, .feconding their induftry, 
made them foon forget all their, pafr mikries~ .and reftored to them great plenty 
of all the neceffar!es of life. No more can be imagined to have been poifdfed by,· 
a people fo rude,. who had not, without.the allifl:ance of .the Roman$, .art of rna~ 
fonry fufficient to raife a ftone rampart for their own defence: Yet the Monkif4 : 
hiftorians ~' who treat of thofe events, complain of the luxury of the Britains . 
during this period, and afcribe. to this vice, not to their cowardice o~ imp~ovi; _ 
dent counc-ils, <l:ll their fubfequ_ent calam,j.ti,es!. -

* Gild:~s, Bede, lib. I. Ann. Beverl. p, +)• 
t Gildas, Bede, lib. 1. cap. '3· Malmefbury, Ji.b. J, cap. 1. Ann. Beverl. p. H· 
:j: Chroo, Sax. p. 11. Edit. 169:z. ij Ann. Beverl. p. 45• + Gildas, Bede, !1b. 1, c~p.,r4 •. 
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-Tall: Britains, entirely occupied in the enj~yment of. the prefent interval of <;:;h!tP· r. 
·_peace, made no ptovifions for refifting the enemy, who, invited by their former 
.timid behaviour, foon threatened them with a new invafion. We are not exatl:ly 
informed what fpecies of civ.il government the Romans on their departure had 
left among them ; but it appears probable, that the grea.t men in the different 
-:diftriB:s affume>d a kind of regal, tbo; precarious authority.; and Jived in .a 
_great meafure independant o~ each other*. To this. difunion of co.uncils were 
alfo added the difputes of theology; and the di-fciples of Pelagius, who was him-
felf a native of Britain1 having' increafed to a great multitude, gave alarm to the 
clergy, who feem to have been more intent on refifl:ing !hem, than in oppofing 
.the public eh.emy t. Labouring under ihele domeftic evils, and menaced with 
a foreign invafion, the Britains attended only to the fuggeftions of their prefent 
fears ; and .following the councils of Vortigern, prince of Dumnonium, wh~, 
though ftained with every vice, poffeffed the chief authority among them :f:, they 
fent into Germany a deputation t<i> invite over the Saxons Jor their proteCtion and 
affiftahc.e. 

The SAXONS. 

QF all the barbarous nations, known either in antient or modern times, the 
Germans feem to have been the moft diftinguifhed both by their manners 

and political inftitutions, and to have carried to the higheft pitch the virtues of 
valour, and Jove of liberty ; the .only virtues whiCh can have place among an 
uncivilized people, where juftice and humanity are commonly .negleCted. Kingl_i 
government, even when e~ablifhed among the Germans, (fur it was not univer
fal) poffeffed a very limited authority ; and though the fovereign was ufual1y 
chofen from .amongft the royal fami!y, he w~s obliged . to be diretled in every 
rheafure by the common confent of the nation, over whom he prefided. \Vhen 
any important affairs were tranfacted, all the warriors of the nation met in a! ms ; 
the men of greateft authority employed perfuafion to engage their confent ; the ' 
people expreffed their approbation by rattling thei·t armour, or their diffent by 
murmurs ; there was no neceffity for a nice fcreJtiny of votes among a multitude, 
who were ufually carried with a ·fl:rong current to one fide or the other ; and the 
ineaful'e, thus fuddenly chofen by general agreement, was executed with alacrity, 

.and profecuted With vigour. Even in war, their princes governed more by ex-

* Grid as, Ufher Ant. Brit. p. 248. 34-7. 
t Gildas, Bede, lib. 1. cap. 17. Cotftant. in vita Germ. 

ilib. ~. Ann. Bever!. .P• 51. Spelm. Cone. p. 47, 48. 

c .2 

Matth. Weft. anno 446. H. Hunting. 
t Gildas, Gul. Malm. p .. 8. 
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Chap. r. ample than by authority : But in peace, the civil union was in a great meafure 
diffolved, and the inferi0r leaders adminiftered juftice, after an independant man
ner, each in his particular diftrict. Thefe were elected by the votes of the people 
in their great councils ; ,and though regard was paid to nobility· in the choice,. 
their perfonal qualities,/ chiefly their valour, procured them from the fuffrages 
of their fellow-citizens that honourable but dangerous diftinCl:ion. The warriors 
of each tribe attached themfelves to their leader, with the moft devoted affection 
and moft unfhaken conftancy.. They attended him as his ornament in peace, as 
his defence in war,. as his council in the adminiftration of juftice.. Their conftant 
emulation in military renown diffolved not that inviolable friendlhip which they 
profefTed to their chieftain and to each other .. To die for the honour of their 
band was their- chief ambition : To furvive its difgrace, or the death of their 
leaderl was infamous. They even carried into the field their women and chil
dren, who adopted all the martial fentiments of the men : And being thus impel
led by every human motive, they were invincible; where they were not oppofed, 
either by the fimilar manners and infl:itutions of the neighbouring Germans, or by
the fuperiQr di(cipline, arms, and numbers of the Romans*. 

THE leaders and t!Teir military companions were maintained by the labour of 
their {laves, or by that of the weaker and lefs warlike part of the fociety, whom 
they defended. The contributions, which they levied, went not beyond a bare 
fubfiftance ; and the honours, acquired by a fuperior rank, were the only reward 
of th€ir fuperio:- dangers and fatigues. All the refined arts of life were unknown 
among the Germans: Tillage itfeif was almoft wholly neglected: They feem to' 
have been even anxious to prevent any improvements of that nature; and the lead
ers, by annually diflributing anew all the land among the inhabitants of each vil
lage, prevented them from attaching themfelves to particular poffeffions, or ma
king any fuch progrefs in agriculture as might divert their attention from military 
expeditions, the chief occupation of the community t. 

THE Saxons had been for fume time regarded as one of the moft warlike· 
tribes of this fierce people, and had become the terror of all the neighbouring na
tions t· They had fpread themfeJves from the northern parts of Germany and. 
the Cimbrian Cherfonefus, and had taken poffeffion of all the fea-coaft from the 
mouth of the Rhine to Jutland; whence they had long infefted by their pyracies 
all the eaftern parts of llritain, ·and-northern of Gaul I[. In order to oppofe their 
inroads, the Romans lud eftablifued an officer, whom they called Count of the-

• Crerar, lib. 6. Tacit. de Mor. Germ. 
l Amm. Marcell, lib. 28. Orofius. 

2 

f C<efar, lib. 6. Tacit. ibid. 
I! Amm. Marcell. lib. 27. cap. 7· t:b. z8. cap. 7• 
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Saxon foore; and as the naval arts can flourilh only among a civifized people, Chap •. t. 
they feem to have been more fnccefsful in repelling the Saxons than any of the 
other barbarians,. by whom they were invaded. The diffolution of the Roman 
power invited them to renew their inroads ; and it was an acceptable circum-
fiance, that the deputies of the Britains appeared among them, and prompted· 
them to undertake an enterprize, to which they were of them[elves fufficiently 
inclined t. 

HENGIST and Horfa were two brothers, who po:ffeffed great credit among the 
~axons, and were much celebrated both for their valour and nobility; They 
were believed, as moft of the Saxon princes, to be fprung from Woden, who· 
was worfhipped as a God among thofe nations, and they are [aid to be his great 
grandfons *; a circumftance which added much to their authority. We fhall 
not attempt to trace any higher the origin of thofe princes and nations. It is evi
dent what fruitlefs labour it muft be to fearch in thofe barbarous and illiterate ages 
for the annals of a people, when their firft leaders, known in any true hiftory, 
were believed by them to be the fourth in defcent from a fabulous deity, or from 
a man, exalted by ignorance into that charaCter. The dark induftry of antiqua
rians, led by remote analogies of names, or by uncertain traditions, would in vain. 
attempt to pierce into that deep obfturity, which covers the remote hiftory of 
thofe nations. 

THESE two brothers, obferving the other provinces of Germany to be occu
pied by a warlike and necefiirous people-, and the rich provinces of Gaul already· 
conquered or over-run by other German tribes, found it eafy to perfuade their 
countrymen to embrace the fole enterprize, which promifed a favourable oppor
tunity of difplaying their valour and gratifying their avidity. They embarked 
their troops in three veffels, and about the years 449 or 4-SO :j:, carried over 16oo· 
men, who landed in the iile of Thanet, and immediately marched to the defence 
of the Britains againft the northern invaders. The Scots and Piers were unable 
to refift the valour of thefe auxiliaries; and the Britains, applauding their ownt 
wifdom in calling over the Saxons, hoped thenceforth to enjoy peace and fecurity 
tmder the powerflll protection of that warlike people. 

BuT Hengift and Horfa,- perceiving, from their eafy viCtory overthe Scots
and PiCI:s, with what facility they might fubdue the Britains themfelves, who had 
not been able to refift thefe feeble invaders, were determined to conquer and fight 
for their own granJeur, not for the defence of their degenerate allies. They fent-

+ Will. Malm. p. 8. 
t Saxon Chronicle, p. 12. 

J!rompton, p. 7.<8. 

* Bede, lib, l. cap. 15. Saxon Chton. p. 13. Nennius, cap. 2S •. 
Gul. Maim. p. i I. Huntington, lib. 2. p. 309. Ethelwerd. 
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Chap. I. intelligence to Saxony of the fertility and riches of Britain·; and·repr6:fented -the 
certain conqueft, which might be made over a people, ,fo long difufed to arm~,. 

who, being now cut off from tbe.Roman empire, of which they were ~province 
during fo many ages, had not yet acquired any union.among. themfel ves, and wer_e 
devoid of all affection to their new liberties, and of all national attachments and 
regards 11. The vices and .pufillanimit_y of Vortigern, ,the Britilh leader, were a 
new ground of hopes; and the S 1xons in Germany, following fuch .agreeable 
profpects, foon _re-inforced Hengift and Horfa with _5000 men, who came over 
in feventeen veffels. The Britains begah now to entertain apptehenlions of their 
allies, whofe numbers the.y found continually at~gmenting; but thought of no 
remedy, except in a paffive fubmi'ffion and connivance. This weak expedient 
foon failed them. ·The Saxons fought a quarrel by complaining that their fub. 
fidies were ill paid, and their provifions withdrawn t : And immediately taking 
off the mafk, they formed an alliance with the Picts an.d S-cots, and proceeded t~ 
open hoil:ility againO: the Britains t· 

THE Britains impelled by thefe vioie-nt extremities, and full of indignation 
~gainft their treacherous auxiliaries, were neceffitated to take arms; and having 
uepofed Vortigern, who had become odious from his vices, and from the bad 
event of his.rafh councils, they put themfelves under the command of his fon_, 
Vortimer'*. They fought many battles with their enemies; and tho' the vic
tories in tbefe actions be difputed between the Briti!h and Saxon annalifts, the 
progrefs ftiii made by the Saxons prove thai: the ad vant~ge was corrirriorily on 
their fide. In one battle, however, fought at Eglesford, now Ailsford, Horfa 
the Saxon general, was fiain ; and left· the fole command over his countrymen in 
the hands of Hengift §. This aC!:ive general, cominually re-inforced by frelh , 
numbers from Germany, carried devaftation into the moft remote corners of 
Britain; and being chiefly anxious to fpread the terror of his arms, he fpared 
neither age, nor fex, nor condition, wherever he marched with his victorious 
forces. The private and public edifices of .the Britains were reduced to afhes: 
The priefts were Oaughtered on the altars by thefe idolatrous ravagers : The 
bi1hops and nobility fhared the fate of the vulgar: The people flying into the 
mountains and deferts, were intercepted and butchered in heaps : Some were 
glad to accept of life and fervitude under their victors : Others, deferring their 
native country, took lhelter in the provi-nce of Armorica; where being chari;. 

U Chron. Sax, p. I z. Ann. Bever]. p. 49· t Bede, lib. I. cap. I 5· Nennius, cap. 
35

• 
Gildas, §. 23. 1 Bede, lib. I. cap. 15. Gildas Saxon Chron. p. r z, 13· Ann. Bever I, p. 50• 

* Math. Well:. A. D. 454· Gul. Maim. p. 9• .§Math. Weft. A. D. 455· Saxon 
Chron. p. q. Nennius, cap. 46, 
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nbly received by a people of the fame language and manners, they fettled m Chap. I. 
great numbers, and gave the country the name of Brittany*. 
' THE Britifh writers affign one caufe, which facilitated the entrance of the 
Saxons into this ifiand; the love, with which Vortigern was at firfl: feized for 
Rovena, the daughter of Hengift, and which that artful warrior made ufe of. to 
blind the eyes of the imprudent monarch t. The fame hiftorians add, that Vor
t!mer died ; amd Vortigem, being. reftored to the thrqne, accepted of a feftival 
from· Hengift~ at Stonehc:nge,; where 300 of his nobiliW were tt:eacheroufly 
flaughtered, and himfelf detained captive :J:. But the(t: ftories feem t9 have been 
invented by the Welfh authors, in order to palliate the weak refiftaf!~e ma~e a~ 
firft by their countrymen, and t9 ac{;ount for the rapid p_rogrefs aiJ.d l~cen£ious 4<=-: 
yaftations of the SaXOI\S II· · 

AFTER the dea;th of Vortirper, .Ambrofi:us, .a B;ritain, tho' of Romaqdefcenr~
was invefl:ed witl1< the command ov.er pis countrymen, and endeavoured, not 
without fuccefs> to unite them in thei~ reijftance agai~ft the Saxons. Thefe con~. 
tefts increafeq the animofu:y between the tWQ nations': and rouzed the military;_ 
fpirit of the ancien~ in?abitants, which had befqre been (unk into fuch a fatal 
l«thargy. H<:ngift". ~ow~ver~,· not'fi~!landing. t~eir <?ppofition, ,ftW kept hi~ 
ground in Britain ; a1_1l;l in . order,. to .. 9i vid(! th(! forces an.~ attention of the 
Britains, he called over a new tribe .of ~axons under the command oJ his brother 

., , '7 ' 

Otl::a, and of Ebiffa, the ion of Ot1a ; and he fettled ~hem in N ()rthumberland~ 
He himfelf remained in the fomhern parts of tbe iOand, a,nd lai9 the foundation 
of the kingdom of J):ent, .. comprehending the co4nty . of tha,t n~m~, l\1iddlefex~ 
E{fex, and·. pa~t pf St,u~re_y .. ~fixed hi$ roya~ feat at ~antf{bury ; _where he 
governed about forty years, and he died in or near the year 48 8 ; leaving. hi~ 
J)e~ acqui~ed domin.lons to his P?ilerity~ · 

TH-E fucq:fs .of Hengift. excited the avidity of 'th_e oJhet irihabitaQts of 'the 
!)orthern regions of Germany ; . and at c\ifferent times, and under different leaders,' . 
they floc~ed .ov~r- i.p. .m,ultitudes to the invafiQn of this ifla,nd. Thefe conquerors. 
were chiefly· compofed of thr,ee triqes, th,e Sa~ops, Angle~, and Jutes§., wh~ 
paffed, all of them, under the common appellation, fometimes of Saxons, feme
times of Angles ; and fpeaking the fame language, and being governed by the 

• Bede, lib. I. cap. I 5. Ulher. p. 226. Gild as, § 24. t Nennius. Galfr. lib. 6. cap. 1 z. 
t Nennius, cap. 47· Galfr. 11 Stillingfleet's Orig. Britt. p. 324, 325. 
f Bede, lib. 1. cap. 1 ')· Ethelwerd:, p. 833. Edit. Camdeni. Chron. Sax. p. I z. Ann. Bever!_, 

p. 78. The inhabitants of Kent and the ifle of Wight were Jutes. Eifex, Middlefex, Surrey, Suire~ 
.and all the fouthern counties to Cornwal, .were peopled by Saxons: Mercia and other part~.oLthe 
kingcl,.o~.we.re inhabited by Anglt;s. 
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.chap. :I. fame infl:itutions, they were naturally led, from thefe caufes, as well as from 
their common intereft, to unite themfelves againft the antient ir.habirants. The 
refiftance, however unequal, was fiill maintained by the Britains ; but became 
every day more feeble : And their misfortunes admitted of few intervals, till they 
were driven into Cornwal and Wales, and received protection from the remote 
-ficuation or inacceffible mountains of thofe countries. 

THE firll: 'Saxon fiate, after that of Kent, which was eftablifhed in Britain, 
was the kingdom of South-Saxony. In the year 47711, Ella a Saxon chief
tain, brought over an army from Germany ; and landing in the fouthern coaft, 
:proceeded to take poffeffion of the neighbouring territory. The Britains, now 
armed, abandoned not tamely their poffeffions; nor were they expelled, till de
feated in many battles by their warlike invaders. The moll: memorable action, 
mentioned by hill:orians, is that of Mearcredes- Burn*; where, tho' the Saxons 
feem to have obtained the victory, they fuffered fo confiderable a lofs, as fomewhat 
Tetarded the progrefs of their conquefts. But Ella, re-inforced by frelh num
bers of his countrymen, again took the field againft the Britains ; and laid fiege 
:to Andred Ceafier, which was defended by the garrifon and inhabitants with def
perate valour t. The Saxons, enraged by this refiftance, and by the fatigues 
and dangers which they had fuftained, redoubled their efforts againft the place, 
.and when mafiers of it, put all their enemies to the fword without difiinction. 
This decifive advantage fecured the conquefts of Ella, who affumed the name 
of King, and extended his dominion over Suffex and a great pare of Surrey. 
He was fiopped in his progrefs to the eail: by the kingdom of Kent : In that 
to the weft, by another tribe of Saxons, who had taken poffeffion of that terri:
tory. 

THESE Saxons, from the fituation of the country in which they fettled, were 
.called the Well:-Saxons, and landed in the year 495, under the command of 
Cerdic, and of his fon Kenric t· The Britains were, by pail: experience, fo 
much on their guard, and fo well prepared to receive the enemy, that they gave 
battle to Cerdic the very day of his l.mding; and tho' vanquifhed, ftill defended, 
for fome time, their liberties againi.l: the invaders. None of the other tribes of 
Saxons met with fuch vigorous refill:anct>, or exerted fuch valour and perfe
verance in pufhing their conquefts. Cerdic was even obliged to call for the 
affifiance of his countrymen from the kingdoms of Kent and Suffex, as well as 
from Germany; and he was thence joiu(;d by a fre:fh army under the command 

U Chron. Sax. p. q. Ann. Bever!. p. 8 r. !!< Saxon Chron. A. D. 48 5. Flor. Wigoro. 
i- Heo Hun tin. lib. z. :t: Will. Malm. lib. x. cap. 1. p. 1 z. Chr,m. Sax .. p. 1 5· 

of 
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of Porte, and of his fans Bieda and Megla ~. Strengthened by thefe fuccours, Chap. r. 
he fought in the year· so8 a defperate battle with the Britains, commanded by 
Nazan-Leod, their leader, who was viCtorious in the beginning of the action, and 
routed the wing in which C~rdic himlelf commanded. But Kenric, who had 
prevailed in the other wing, brought timely affiftance to his father, and reftored 
the battle, ~hich ended in a complete victory on the fide of the Saxons t. 
Nazan-Leod periihed ·with 5000 of his army : Bllt left the Britains more 
weaken~d than clifcouraged by his death. The war fl:ill continued, tho' the fuc-
cefs was commonly on the fide of the Saxons, whofe fhort [words and clofe man-

ner of fighting, gave them great advantage over the miffile weapons of the Bri-
tains. Cerdic was not-.wan~ to his good fortune ; and in order to extend his 
conquefts, he l~id fiege to Mount Badon or Banefdowne near Bath, whither the 
moll: obftinate of the difcomfited Britains had retired. The fouthern Britains in 
this extremity applied for affiftance to Arthur, prince of the Silures, whofe heroic 
valour now fuftained the declining fate of his country t. This is that Arthur fo 
much celebrated by the fangs of Thalieffin, and the other Britifh bards, and whofe 
military atchievements have been blended with fo many fables as to give occafion for 
entertaining a doubt of his real exiftence. But poets, tho' they disfigure the moft 
certain hiftory by their fiCtions, and ufe ftrange liberties with truth where they are 
the fole hifiorians, as among the Britains, have commonly fame foundation for their 
wildeft exaggerations. Certain it is, that the fiege of Badon was raifed by the 
Britains in the year 520, and the Saxons there difcomfited in a great battle II· 
This misfortune ftopped the progrefs of Cerdic ; but was not fufficient to wreft 
from him the conquefts, which he had already made. He_ and his fon, Kenric, 
who fucceeded him, eftablifhed the kingdom of the Weft-Saxons or of Weffex 
over the counties of Hants, Dorfet, .\Vil~s, Berks, and the IOe of Wight, and left 
their new acquired dominions to their pofterity. Cerdic died in 534- §, Kenric 

in 560 -1-· 
WHILE the Saxons made this progrefs in the fouth, their countrymen were 

not lefs aCtive in other quarters. In the year 527 ~' a great tribe of adven
turers, under feveral leaders, landed on the eaft-coaft of Britain ; and after 
fighting many battles, of which hiftory has preferved- no particular account, 
they eftablilhed three new kingdoms in this iOand. Uffa affumed the title of king 
of the Eaft-Angles in 57 5 ; Crida that of Mercia in 58 sllll ; and Erken win that 

• Chron. Sax. p. I 7· t H. Hunting. lib. z. Erhelwerd, lib. I. Chron. Sax. p. I 7, 
:t Hunting. lib, z. II Gildas, Saxon Chron. H. Hunting. hb. z. § Will. Maim. 

Ethelwerd. H. Huntingdon, lib. z. + H. Hunting. lib. 2, ~ Ibid. 
Jill Matth. Weft, Huntingdon, lib. a. 
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Chap. I. of Eafl:-Saxony or Effex nearly about the fame time; but the year is uncertain' .. 
The latter kingdom was difmembered from that of Kent, and comprehended 
Effex, Middlefex, and part of Hertfordlhire. That of the Eaft-Angles, the 
counties of Cambridge, Suffolk and Norfolk : Mercia was extended over all the 
middle counties, from the banks of the Severn, to the frontiers of thefe two 
kingdoms. 

THE Saxons, foon after the landing of Hengifr, had been planted in Nor
thumberland ; but meeting with an obftinate refiftance, and making but fmall 
progrefs in fubduing the inhabitants,. their affairs were in fo unfettled a condi
tion, that none of their princes for a long time affamed the appelJ.ation of king • 

.;!· 

At laft, in 547 *~ Ida, a Saxon prince of great merit t, who claimed a defcent,. 
as did all the other princes of that nation, from Woden, brought over a rein-· 
forcement from Germany, and enabled the Northumbrians to carry on their 
conquefts againft the Britains. He entirely fubdued the county, now called· 
Northumberland, the biihopric of Durham, as well as fame of the fouth-eafr. 
counties of Scotland; and he affumed the crown under the title of King of Ber ... 
ruCia. Nearly about the fame time, lEila, another Saxon prince, having con
quered Lancafuire, and the greateft part of Yorldbi1'e, received· the appellatiotl' 
of King of De'iri t. Thefe two kingdoms were united in the perfon of Ethelfrid; 
grandfon of Ida, who married Acca,_ the daughter of lEila ; and expelling herr 
brother, Edwin, eftablilhed one of· the moft powerful' of the Saxon kingdoms,, 
under the title of Northumberland~ How far his dominions- extended into the 
country now called Scotland is uncertain ; but it cannot be doubted, that all. 
the lowlands, efpecially the eaff coa(l:' of that country, were peopled in a great 
meafure from Germany;_ tho'" the expeditions,_ made by the- feveral Saxon ad
venturer~, have efcaped the records of hifiory. The Jangqage, .fpoke in thefe 
wuntries, which is purely Saxon, is a ftronger proof of this event, than can be 
oppofed by the imperfeCt, or rather fabulous annals,, which are obtruded on us by
the Scots hiftorians. 

The H E P T A R. C H. Y~ 

THUS was eftablilhed, after a v.iolent ftruggle of near an hundred and fifty 
years, the Heptarchy, or feven Saxon kingdoms, in Britain; and the whole 

fm1thern pare of the ii1and; except Wales. and Cornwal, had totally changed its· 
inhabitants, language, cuftoms; and political, inftitutions._ The Britains, under· 

lll Cbron .. Sax. p. 19. t Will. Mal me f. p. I 9· t Ann. m.verl. p. ;8. 
4 tbc 
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the Roman dominion, had made fuch advances towards arts and civil manners, Chap. r. 
that they had built twenty-eight confiderable cities within their province, befides 
a great number of villages and country- feats* ; but the fierce conquerors, by 
whom they were now fubdued, threw every thing back into antient barbarity ; 
and thofe few natives, who were not either maffacred or expelled their habitations, 
were reduced to the moft abjetl Oavery. None of the other northern conquerors, 
the Franks, Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, tho' they over ran the fouthern 
provinces, like a mighty torrent, made fucb devaftations in the conquered terri-
tories, or were inflamed into fuch a violent animofity againfl: the antient inhabi-
tants. As the Saxons came over at intervals, in fepara.te bodies, the Britains, 
however at firft unwarli~'-e, were tempted to make refifiance ; and hoftilities, being 
thereby prolonged, proved more deftruEtive to both parties, efpecially to the 
vanquirhed. The firft invaders from Germany, inftead of excluding other ad-
venturers, who muft fhare with them the fpoils and property of the ancient in-
habitants, were obliged to invite over frefh fupplies from their own country; and 
a total extermination of the Britains became the fole expedient for providing a 
fettlement and fubfiftance to the new planters. Hence there have been found in 
hiftory few conquefts more ruinous than that of the Saxons ; and few revolutions 
more violent than that which ~hey introduced. 

So long as the conteft was maintained with the natives, the feveral Saxon 
princes prererved an union of councils and interefts ; but after the Brirains were , 
fhut up in the barren countries of Cornwal and Wales, and gave no farther in
quietude to the conquerors, the band of alliance was in a great meafure di!foh:ecl 
among the princes of the Heptarchy; and tho' one prince feems ftill to have been 
allowed or to have aifumed an afcendant over the whole, his authority, if it ought 
ever to be deemed regular or legal, was extremely limited ; and each ftate aCted 
as if it had been totally feparate and independant of the reft. Wars, therefore, 
and revolutions and diffentions were unavoidable among a turbulent and military 
people ; and thefe events, however intricate or confufed, fhould now become the 
objetl:s of our attention" But, added to the difficulty of carryinc_:r --n at once the 
hiftory of feven independant kingdoms, there is a great 'c (;~ • ~~n~i:- ,_, & w:iter, 
arifing from the uncertainty, at leaft barrenmfs of the accL.~d • .;:> tranfmittecl to us. 
The Monks, who were the only annal1fts during thofe ages, lived remote from 
public affairs, confldered the civil tranfatl:ions as entirdy fubordinare to the cccle
fiaftical, and befides' partaking of the ignorance and barbarity, which were then 
univerfal, were ftrongly infeCted with credulity, with the love of wonder, and 

• Gildas. Bede, lib. r. 

D 2 with 
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Chap. I. with a propenfity to impofiure ; vices almofi infeparable from their· profeffion,. 
and manner of life. The hiftory of that period abounds in names, but is ex
tremely barren of events; or the events are related fo much without circum
fiances and caufes, that the moft profound or moft eloquent writer muft defpair 
of rendering them either inftruB:ive or entertaining to the reader. Even the great 
learning and vigorous imagination of Milton funk under the weight ; and this 
author fcruples not to declare, that he efteems the ikirmilhes of kites or crows 
equally deferving of a particular narrative, as the confufed tranfaCl:ions and battles 
of the Saxon Heptarchy *. In order, however, to conneCl:: the events in fome 
tolerable meafure, we fhall give a fuccinEI: account of the fucceffions of kings, and 
of the revolutions in each particular kingdom ; beginning with that of Kent, 
which was the ftrft eftablifhed, 

The K I N G D 0 M of K E N T .. 

ESC US fucceeded his father, Hen gift, in the kingdom of Kent ; but feems 
,~ not to have poffeffed the military reputation enjoyed by that conqueror, who 

firft made way for the entrance of the Saxon arms into Britain. All the Saxons, 
who fought the fame of valour, or new eftablifhments by arms, flocked to the 
ftanc1ard of lEila, King of Suffex, who was carrying on fuccefsful war againft 
the Britains, and laying the foundations of a new kingdom. Efcus was contented 
to poifefs in tranquillity the kingdom of Kent, which he left in 512 to his fon 
Octa, in whofe time the Eaft-Saxons eftablifhed their monarchy, and difmem
bered the provinces of Eif-:x and Middlefex from that of Kent. His death, after 
twenty-two years reign, made room for his fon Hermenric in 534, who p~r

formed nothing memorable during a reign of thirty-two years; except aifociat
ing with him his fon, Ethdberr, in the government, in order the better to fecure 
the fucceffion in his family, and prevent fuch revolutions as are incident to a turo 
bulent and barbarous monarchy. 

ETHELBERT revived the reputation of his family, which had Janguifbed for 
fome generations.· . .£he inaEI:ivity of his predeceifors, and the fituation of his 
country, fecured from all hoftility with the Britains, feems to have much weakened 
the warlike genit;~s of the Kentilh Saxons ; and Ethelbert, in his firft attempt to 
aggrandize his country., and diftinguilh his own name, met with very bad fuc
cefs t. He was twice difcomfited in battle by Ceaulin, King of Weffex; and 
obliged to yield the fuperiority in the Heptarchy to that ambitious monarch, who 

• Milton in Ken net, p. so~ t Chron. Sax. F• 21. 

preferved 
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preferved no moderation in h~s vitlory, and by fubjetl:ing the kingdom of Suffex, Chap. I. 

excited jealoufy in all the other princes. An affociation was formed againft 
him ; and Ethelbert, entrufted with the command of the allies, fought him in a 
great battle, and obtained a decifive vitl:ory *. Ceaulin died foon after; and 
Ethelbert fucceeded as well to his afcendant among the Saxon ftates; as to his 
other ambitious and exorbitant projetl:s. He reduced all the princes, except the 
king of Northumberland, to a ftritl: dependance upon him; and even eftabli!hed 
himfelf by force on the throne of Mercia, the moft extenfive of the Saxon king-
doms. Apprehenfive, however, of a dangerous league againft him, like that by 
which he himfelf had been enabled to overthrow Ceaulin, he had the prudence to 

refign the throne of Mercia to Webba, the rightful heir, the fon of Crida, who 
had firft founded that rnonarchy. Bur governed frill by ambition more than by 
juftice, he gave Webba poffeffion of the crown on fuch conditions, as rendered 
him little better than a tributary prince under his artful benefatl:or. 

BuT the moft memorable and moft fortunate event, which diflinguifhed the 
reign of this great prince, was the introduCtion of the Chriftian religion among 
the Englifh Saxons. The fuperfl:ition of the Germans, particularly that of the--
Saxons, was of ,the groffeft and moft barbarous kind ; . and being founded on cer
tain traditional tales, received from their ancefl:ors, not reduced to any fyftem

2 

not fupported by political infiitutions, like that of the Druids, it feems to have 
made little impreffion on its votaries, and to have eafily refigned its: place to the 
new dotl:rine.promulgated to them. Woden, whom they believed the anceftor 
of all , their pri-nces, was. regarded as. the God of war, and, by a natural confe
quence,. became their fupreme deity, and the chief objeCt of their religious wor-
fhip. They believed, that, if they obtained the favour of this divinity by their. 
valour, (for they made lefs. account of the other virtues) they would be admitted 
after their death into his hall, and repofing on couches, would fatiate themfelves . 
with ale from the fkulls of their- enemies, whom they had {lain in battle. In
cited by this idea of :paradife~ which gratified at once the. paffion of revenge and , 
that of intemperance, .the ruling inclinations of barbarians, they defpifed the: dan·. 
gers of war, and encreafed their nati,ve ferocity againft the vanquilhed by- their 
religious prej4dices. We know little of the other theological ; tenets~ of the 
Saxons: We only learn that they were idolaters ; that they worfhipped the fun · 
and moon ; that they adored the god of thunder, under the name of ;Thor ; that,
they had images in their temples; _that they praetifed facrifices; believed firmly 
in fpells and inchantments; and admitted· in general a fyfte~ of doCtrines,- which , 
they held as facred, but. which, like all other fuperftitions,- .muft bear the .air .of. 

"' H. Hunting. lib. z • . 
3 ; :-h~:-
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Chap. L the wildeft extravagance, if propounded to thofe who are not familiarized to it 
from their earlieft infancy. 

THE conftant hoftilities which the Saxons maintained againfl: the Britains, 
would naturally indifpofe them from receiving the Chrifl:ian faith, when preach
ed to them by fuch inveterate enemies ; and perhaps the Britains, as is objeded 
to them by Gildas and Bede, were not over fond of communicating to their cruel 
invaders the doftrine of eternal life and falvation. But as a civilized people, 
.however fubdued by arms, ftill maintain a fenfible fuperiority over barbarous and 
ignorant nations, all the other northern conquerors of Europe had been already 
induced to embrace the Chriftian faith, which they found eftabli!hed in the em
pire ; and it was impoffible but the Saxons, informed of this event, muft have 
regarded with fame degree of veneration a doCtrine which had acquired the afcen
dant over all their brethren. However limited in their views, they could not but 
have perceived a degree of cultivation in the fouthern counties beyond what they 
themfelves poffeffed ; and it was natural for them to yield to that fuperior know
ledge, as well as zeal, by which the inhabitants of the Chriftian kingdoms were 
even at this time difl:inguilhed. 

BuT thefe caufes might long have failed of operating their effect, had not a 
-favourable incident prepared the means of introducing Chriftianity into Kent. 
'Ethelbert, in his father's lifetime, had married Bertha, the only daughter of Ca
ribert, King of Paris*, one of the defcendants of Clovis, the conqueror of Ga8l; 
but before ·he was admitted to this alliance, he was obliged to fiipulate, that the 
princefs fbould enjoy the free exercife of her religion ; a conceffion not difficult to 
be obtained from the idolatrous Saxons-!-. Bertha brought over a French bi!hop 
to the court of Canterbury ; and being zealous for the propagation of her reli
gion, fhe had been very affiduous in her devotional exercifes, had fupported the 
credit of her faith by an .irreproachable conduct, and had employed every art of 
infinuation and addrefs to reconcile her hufband to her religious principles. Her 
·popularity in the court, and her influence over Ethelbert, had fo well paved the 
way for the reception of the Chriftian doctrine, that Gregory, firnamed the Grear, 
the prefent Rom:m pontiff, began to entenain hopes of effeCtuating a project, 
which he himfelf, before he mounted the papal throne, had once embraced for 
convening the Britilh Saxons. .. 

IT happened, that this prelate, being then in a private ftation, had obferved in 
the market-place of Rome fame Saxon youths expofed to fale, whom the Roman 
merchants, in their trading voyages to Britain, had bought of their mercenary 

• Greg. of Tours, lib. 9 cap. z6. H. Hunting. lib. z. 
t Bede, lib. 1. cap. z 5. Brompton, p. 729. 

parents. 
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parents. Struck with the beauty of their fair complexions and blooming coun- Chap. L 

r:enances, Gregory afked to what country they belonged ; and being told they 
were Angles, he replied, that they ought more properly to be denominated angels;. 
and it was a pity that the Prince of Darknefs lhould enjoy fo fair a prey, and that 
fo beautiful a frontifpiece ihould cover a mind devoid of internal grace and 
ri&hteoufnefs. Enquiring farther concerning the name of their province, he 
was informed, that it was DeYri, a divifion of Northumberland : Dc:zri! replied 
he, that is good! They are called to tbe merty of God from his ang~r, De ira. But 
what is the name of the King of that pr-ovince P He was told it was .dll!a or .Alla: 
Alleluiah, cried he : l17e mufl endeavour that the praifes of God be jimg in their 
country. Moved by tbefe allufions, which appeared to him fo happy, he deter
mined to undertake himfelf a million into Britain ; and having obtained the Pope's 
permiffion, he prepared for that dangerous journey : But his popularity at home 
was fo great, that the Romans, unwilling to expofe him to fuch hazards, oppo
fed his· defign; and he was obliged for the prefent- to lay afide- farther thoughts of. 

executing that pious purpofe :}:: 

THE controverfy between the Pagans and the Chriftians was not entirely cooT~ 
ed in that age ; and' no pontiff before Gregery had ever carried to greater excelfes 
his intempera-te zeal againft the former religion. He had declared war againft 
all the precious monuments of the antients, and even againft their writings; 
which, as appears from the fl:rain of his own wit,, as welJ as the fiyle of his com
pofitions, he had· not tafte nor genius fufficient to comprehend. Ambitious to. 
difiinguifh his pontificate by the converfion of the Britiih Saxons, he 8tched on. 
Augufiine, a Roman monk, and fent him with forty afTociates to preach the got
pel in this ifland: Thefe miilionaPies, terrified with the dangers,, which might 
attend their pro poling· a· new do6trine t:o fo fierce a people, of w hofe language 
they were entirely ignorant, fl:opped fome time in France., and fent back Auguf
tine to lay the hazards. and difficulties before the Pope, and crave his permiffion 
to defift from the undertaking. But Gregory exhorted them to perfevere in their 
purpofe, advifed them to chufe fame interpreters from among the Franks,. who 
frill fpoke the fame language with· the Saxons*; and recommended them to the 
good offices of ~een Hrunehaur, who had at this time ufurped the fovereign 
power in their country. This.princefs, tho' fiained ·with ev-ery vice of treachery 
and cruelty, either poifdfed or pr.etend, d great zeal for the caufe ; and Gregor;-. 
acknowledged, that to her friendly. affifian.ce_ was in a great meafure owing the.: 
fuccefs of that undertaking t .. 

t Bede, lib. z. cap. 1. Spell. Cone. p. 9 I. "-rr~ce, lib. I. c:1p. z 3· 
t Gre-g. Epill. lib. 9.· ep.ft. 56. Spell: CO'nc. p. 8z •. 
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Chap. r. AucusTINE, on his arrival in Kent in the year 597 *, found the danger much-
lefs than he had apprehended. Ethelbert, already well difpo!ed towards the 
ChriJl:ian faith, affigned him a habitation in the ifie of Thanet ; and foon after 
.admitted him to a conference. Appr,ehenfive, however, that fpells or ench.mt
. ments might be employed againft him by priefist who brought an unknown wor· 
!hip from a diftant country, he took the precaution of receiving them in the open 
air, where he believed the force of their magic would be more eafily diffipated t. 
Here Auguftine, by means of his interpreters, delivered to him the tenets of the 
Chriftian faith, .and promifed him eternal joys above, and a kingdom in heaven 
without end, if he would be perfuaded to receive that falutary doCtrine. ":1: Your 
" words and promifes," replied Ethelbert, " are fair ; but becaufe they are new 
" and uncertain, I cannot entirely yield to them, and relinquifh the principles, 
'' which I and my anceftors have fo long maintained. You are welcome, how
" ever, to remain here in peace; and as you- have undertaken fo long a journey, 
" folely, as appears, for what you believe to be for our advantage, I will fupply 
" you with all neceffaries, and permit you to deliver your doctrine to my fub
," jects II·" 

AuousTINE, encouraged by this favourable reception, and feeing now a prof
,pect of fuccefs, proceeded with redoubled zeal to preach the -gofpe! to the Kent
i.fh Saxons. He attracted their attention by the aufl:erity of his manners, by the 
fevere penances to which he fubjected himfelf, by the abftinence and felf-denial 
which he practifed : And having excited their wonder by a courfe of life, which 
appeared fo contrary to nature, he procured more eafily their belief for miracles, 
which, it was -pretended, he wrought for their converfion §. Influenced by thefe 
motives, and by the declared favour· of the court, numbers of the Kentifh men 
w~re baptized ; and the King himfelf was perfuaded to fubmit to that rite .of 
Chriftianity. His example wrought powerfully on his fubjetl:s; but he employ
ed no force to bring them over to the "new doctrine. Auguftine thought proper, 
.in the commencement of his miOJon, to affume the .appearance of the greateft Je
,nity; and'ile told Ethelbert, tli~t.~~.he fervice of Chrift muft be entirely voluntary, 
and that no violence dughc:;.ever to be ufed in propagating fo falutary a doc
trine+· 

THE intelligence received of thefe fpiritual conquefts conveyed great joy to the 
Romans; who now exulted as much in thofe peaceful trophies, as their anceftors 

• Higden, Polychron. lib. ~· Chron. Sax. p. 23. 
+ Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25. H. Hunting. lib. 3· Brompton, p. 729. Parker Antiq. Brit. Eccl. p. 6 1 , 

:J; Bede, lib. J. cap. 25. Chron. W. Thorn. p. 1759. 
II Bede, lib. r. cap. 25. H. Hunting, lib. 3· Brompton, p. 729 • 
. j Bede, lib. 1. cap. z(). + Bede, lib. 1, cap. z6. H. Hunting. lib. 3. 

had 
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, had ever done in their moft fanguinary triumphs, and moft fplendid vicrories. Chap.!. 

·Gregory wrote a letter to Ethelbert, in which, after informing him, that the end 
of the world was approaching, he exhorted him to difplay his zeal in the conver-
fion of his fubjecrs, to exert rigour againft the woribip of idols, and to build up 
the good work of holinefs by every expedient of exhortation, terror, blandifh-
rnent or correCtion* : A doCtrine more fuitable to that age, and to the ufual pa-
pal maxims, than the tolerating principles which Auguftine had thought it pru-
dent to inculcate. The pontiff alfo anfwered fome queftions, which the mif-
fionary had put concerning the government of the new church of England. Be-
fides other queries, which it is not neceffary here to relate, Auguftine afked, 
Whether coufin-germans might be allowed to marry? Gregory anfwered, that that 
liberty had indeed been formerly granted by the Roman law; but that experience 
had fhown, that no pofterity could ever come from fuch marriages ; and he 
therefore prohibited them. Auguftine afks, Whether a woman pregnmtt might be 

.baptized? Gregory anfwers, that he fees no objeCtion. How foon after the birth 
the child might receive baptifm? It was anfwered, Immediately, if requifite • 

. How foon a hujband might have commerce with his wife after her delivery ? Not till 
:fhe had given fuck to her child; a praClice to which Gregory exhorts all women • 
. How foon a man might enter the church, or receive the facrament, .after having had 
commerce with his wife? It was replied, that unlefs he had approached her with-
out defire, merely for the fake of propagating his fpecies, he was not free from 
fin; but in all cafes it was requifite for him, before he entered the church or 
communicated, to purge himfelf by prayer and ablution ; and ought not, even 
after ufing thefe precautions, to participate immediately of the facred duties t. 
There are fome other queftions and replies ftill more indecent and more ridicu

--lous :j:. And on the whole, it appears, that Gregory and his miffionary, if fym-
pathy of manners have any influence, were better calculated than men of more 
refined underftandings, for making a progrefs with the ignorant and barbarous 
Saxons. 

~ Bede, lib. r. cap. 3 z. Brompton, p. 7 32· Spell. Cone. p. 86. 
t Bede, lib. I. cap. 27. Spell. Cone. p. 97, 98, 99• &c. 
t Auguftine afks, Si mulz'er menjlrua confuetudine tenetur, an ecclejiam intrare ei licet, autfocra: com· 

-munionisJacramenta percipere? Gregory anfwers, Sanitte communionis mJJltrium in eifdem .diehus perci

pere non dehet prohiheri. Si autem ex 'VCn'ratione m 1gna percipere mn prd'jumitur, laudanda eft. Au
guftine afks, Si pojl illujionem, que per fomnum Jolet accidere, 'Vclcorpus domini quili!et accipere 'Valeat; 
4Vel, Ji facerdos fit, /acra myjleria celebrare? Gregory anfwers this learned quell:ion by many learned 
4iftinClioris. 

VoL. I. E 
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Cnz.p. r. THE more to faCilitate the reception of Chrifl:ianity, Gregory injoined Auguf-
tine to remove the idols fron the Heathen altars, but not to deftroy the altars 
themfelves; becaufe the people, he faid, would be allured to frequent the Chri
fiian worihip, when they found it celebrated in a place, which they were ac
cuftomed to revere as facred. And as the Pagans praetifed facrifices, and feaft
ed with the priefts on their offerings, he alfo exhorted the miffionary to perfuade 
them, on Chriftian feftivals, to kill their cattle in the neighbourhood of the 
church, and to indulge themfelves in thofe cheerful entertainments to which they 
had been habituated*. Thefe political compliances fh.ow, that notwithftand
ing his ignorance and prejudices, he was not unacquainted with the arts of go
verning mankind. Auguftine was c.on.fecrated archbifhop of Canterbury, was 
endowed by Gregory with authority over all the BritifhJ churches, and received 
the pall, a badge of ecclefiaftical honour, from Rome t. Gregory alfo advifed 
him not to be too much elated with his gift of working miracles :j: ; and as Au
guftine, proud of the fuccefs of his million, feemed to think himfelf intitled to 
extend his authority over the bifhops of Gaul, the Pope informed him, that they 
lay entirely without the b,ounds of his jurifdiCl:ion II· 

THE marriage of Ethelbert with Bertha, and much more his embracing Chri
ftianity, begot a connexion of his fubjects with the French, Italians, and other
nations on the continent, and tended to reclaim them from that grofs ignorance 
and barbarity, in which all the Saxon tribes had been hitherto involved§. He 
alfo enacted+, with the confent of the ftates of his kingdom, a body of laws, the 
firfi: written laws promulgated by any of the northern conquerors; and his reign 
was is every refpect glorious to himfelf, and ufeful to his people. He governed 
the kingdom of Kent fifty years ; and dying in 616 **, left the fucceffion to his 
fon, Eadbald. This prince, feduced by a paffion for his mother-in-law tt, de
ferted for fome time the Chriftian faith, which permitted not the(e inceftuous mar
riages; and his whole people immediately returned with him to idolatry. Lau
rentius, the fucceffor of Auguftine, found the Chriftian worihip wholly abandoned, 
and was preparing to return into France, in order to fave himfelf the mortifica
tion of preaching the gofpel without fruit to the infidels. Mellitus and Juftus, 
who had been confecrated biihops of London and Rochefter, had already depart
ed the kingdom tt; when Laurentius, before he ihould entirely abandon his dignity, 

* Bede, lib. 1. cap. 30. Spell. Cone. P· 8g. Greg. Epift. lib. 9· epift. 71. 
t Chron. Sax. p. 23, 24. ! H. Hunting. lib. 3· Spell. Cone. p. 83. Bede, lib, I· 

Gre)':. Epift. lib. 9· epift. 6o. II Bede, lib. 1. cap. 27. § Wi!f. Malm. p. xo. 
+ W1lkins Leges Sax. p. I 3· ** Chron. Sax. p. 25. 
tt Higden, lib. 5. · H. Hunting. lib. 3· Chron. Sax. p. 26. 

I 

tt Bede, lib. 2. cap. 5. 

made 
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made one effort to reclaim the King: He appeared before that prince ; and Chap. r. 
throwing off his veftment, ihowed his body all torn with bruifes and ftripes, 
which he had received. Eadbald, wondering that any man fhould have dared to 
treat in that manner a perfon of his rank, was told by Laurentius, that he had 
received this chaftifement from St. Peter, the prince of the apoftles, who had 
appeared to him in a vifion, and feverely reproving him for his intention to de. 
fert his charge, had inflicted on him thefe viGble marks of his difpleafure *· 
Whether Eadbald was ftruck with the miracle, or influenced by fame other mo-
tive, he divorced himfelf from his mother-in-law, and returned to the profeffion 
of Chriftianity t: His whole people returned with him. Eadbald reached not 
the fame nor authority of his father, and died in 640, after a reign of twenty-five 
years t ; leaving two fans, Erminfrid and Ercombert. 

ERCOMBE R T, tho' the youngeft fan, by Emma, a French princefs, found 
means to mount the throne. He is celebrated by Bede for two exploits, for efta
blifhing the faft of Lent in his kingdom, and for utterly extirpating idolatry 11 ;. 
which, notwithftanding the prevalence of that papal Chriftianity preached to the 
Saxons, had hitherto been allowed a toleration by the two preceding monarchs. 
He reigaed twenty-four years ; and left the crown to Egbert, his fon, who reign
ed nine years. This prince is renowned for his encouragement of learning; but 
infamous for putting to death his two coufin-germans, fons to Erminfrid, his 
uncle§. The ecclefiaftical writers praife him for his beftowing on his fifter 
Domnona, fome lands in the iile of Thanet, where the founded a monaftery. 

THE bloody precaution of Egbert could not fix the crown on the head of his 
fon, Edric. Lothaire, brother to the deceafed prince, took pofTeffion of the 
kingdom ; and in order to fecure the power in his family, he afTociated with hirn 
Richard, his fan, in the adminiftration of the government. Edric, the difpof
fe!fed prince, had recourfe to Edilwach, King of SufTex, for affifrance in main
taining his right; and being fupported by that prince, fought a battle with hiS 
uncle, who was defeated and ilain. Richard fled into Germany, and died at laft 
in Lucca, a city of Tufc'any. William of Malmeibury afcribes Lothaire's bad 
fortune to two crimes, his concurrence in the murder of his coufins, and his con~ 

tempt of reliques +· 
LoTH AIRE reigned eleven years; Edric his fuccefTor only two. Upon the· 

death of the latter, which happened in 686, Widred, his brother, obtained pof-

* Bede, lib. z. _cap. 6. 
t Brompton, p. 739· 
II Bede, lib. 3· cap. 8. 
§ Will. Malm. p. 1 I. 

Chron. Sax. p. z6. Hidgen , lib. 5. 
• t Chron. Sax. p. 30. 

H. Hunting. lib. 3. Chron. Sax. p. 3 I. Ann. Bever I, p, So, 
+ Ibid. 
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Chap. J. feffion of the crown. But as the fucceffion had been of late fo· much di~ointed··; 

by revolutions and ufurpations, faction began to prevail among the nobility ; . 
which invited Cedwalla, King of. W eirex, with his brother Mollo, to attack the 
kingdom. Thefe invaders committed great devaftations in Kent; but the death 
of Mollo, who was fiain in a ikirmifh *, gave a fhort breathing-time to that · 
kingdom. Widred reftored the affairs of Kent ; and afrer ··a reign of thirty-two 
years t; left the crown to his pofterity. Eadbert, Ethelbert, and Alric, his de
fcendants, fucceffively mounted the throne. After the death of the Jaft, ,which , 
happened in 794, the royal family of Kent was extinguifhed ; and every factious 
leader, who could entert.lin hopes of afcending the throne; threw the ftate into ' 
confufion. t Egbert, who firft fucceeded, reigned but two years; Cuthred, 
brother to the King of Mercia, fix years ; Baldred, an illegitimate branch of the 
royal family, eighteen: And after a troublefome and precarious. government, he · 
was, in the year 723, expelled by Egbert, King of Weffex,· who diffolved the: 
Saxon heptarchy, and united the feveral kingdoms under his dominion.. , 

The Kingdom of N 0 R T H.U M BE R L A.N D. 

A DELFRID, King of Bernicia, having married Acca, the daughter of lEila~ 
· King of De"iri, and expelled her infant brother, Edwyn, had united all the 

counties north of the Humber into one monarchy, and acquired a- great afcen
dant in the heptarchy. He alfo fpread the terror of the Saxon arms to the neigh
bouring people; and by his victories over the Scots and Pitts, .as well as WeHh, . 
extended on all fides the bounds of his dominions. Having laid liege to Cheller, , 
the Britons marched out with all their forces to engage him ; and they were at
tended with a body of 1250 monks from the monallery of Bangor, who ftood at 
a fmall diftance from the field of battle, in order to encourage the combatants by. 
their prefence and exhortations.- Adelfr.id enquiring .about the purpofe of this .. 
unufual appearance, was told, that thefe priells had come to pray againft him: · 
CJ'hen they are as much our enemies, faid. he, as thofe who intend to fight againft· 
us 11 : And he immediately fent a detachment, who fell upon them, .and com
mitted fuch £laughter, that only fifty . efcaped with their lives§. The Britains, , 
aftoni!hed with this event, received a total-defeat: Chefter was obliged to furren
der: And Adelfrid, purfuing his vitl:ory, made himfelf mafter of Bangor, and 
entirely demolilhed the monaftery .. It was fo vaft a building, that there was a , 

• Higden, lib. 5· t Chron. Sax. p. F· :j: Will. Malmef. lib. 1. Ci!p. I. p. I I. 

I Brompton, p. 779· 

7 
§ Trivet. apud Spell, Cone. p, 111, 
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mile's diflance from one gate of it to another; and it contained two thoufand one Chap. r. 
hundred monks, who are faid to have been there maintained by the fruits of their 
own labour *. 

NoTWITHSTANDING Adelfrid's fuccefs in war, he lived in inquietude on ac
count of young Edwin, whom he had unjufrly difpoffdfed of the crown of De'iri. 
This prince, now grown to man's eftate, wandered from place to place, in con
tinual danger from the attempts of Adelfrid ; and received at lafl: proteCtion in 
the court of Redwald, King of the Eaft-Angles; where his engaging and gallant 
deportment procured him the affections of every one. Redwald, however, was 
ftrongly folicited by the King of Northumberland to kill or deliver up his gueft: 
Rich prefents were promifed him, if he would comply; and war denounced 
againfr him, in cafe of his refufal. After rejeCting feveral meffages of this kind, 
his generofity began to yield to the motives of interefl: ; and he retained the ]aft 
ambaffador, till he fbould come to a ref'Olution in a cafe of fuch importance. 
Edwin, informed of his friend's hefitation, was yet determined at all hazards to 
remain }n Eaft-Anglia; and thought, that if the protetl:ion of that court failed 
him, it were better to die than prolong a life fo much expofed 'to the perfecutions ·· 
of his powerful rival. This- confidence in Redwald's honour and friendfhip, 
with his other accomplifhments, engaged the ~1een on his fide; and 1he effec~ 

tually reprefented to her hufband the infamy of delivering up to certain defl:ruc
tiop their royal guefl:, who had fled to them for protetl:ion againft his cruel and 
jealous enemies t. Redwald, therefore, embracing more generous refol utions, 
thought it fafeft to prevent Adelfrid, before he was aware of his intention, and 
to attack him while he was yet unprepared for defence. He marched fuddenly 
with an army into the kingdom ·of Northumberland, and fought a battle with 
Adelfrid ; where that monarch was defeated and killed, after revenging himfelf 
by the death of Regner, fon to Redwald :j:. His own fons, -Eanfrid, Ofwald, 
and Ofwy, yet infants, fled into Scotland ; and Edwin obtained poffeffion of the
crown of Northumberland. 

Eown< was the greatefl: prince of the heptarchy during his time, an::! diilin
guifhed himfelf, both by his influence over the other kingdoms IJ, and by the 
ftriCt execution of jufrice in his own dominions. He reclaimed his fubjetl:s from 
the licentious iife to which they had been habituated ; and it was a common fay
ing, that in his reign a woman or child might openly carry every where a purfe 
of go:d, without any danger of violence or robbery -J-. There is a remarkable 

* Bede, lib. 2, cap. z. 
Hun·ing. lib. 3· B de. 

~ .Chron. Sax. 9· 27. 

W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3· + W. Malmef. lib. I, cap. 3· H. 
:t: Bede, lib. z. cap.1z. Brompton, p. ;81. + H. Hunting. l1b. z. Bede, W. Malmef. 
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Chap. I. inftance, tranfmitted to us, of the affeCl:ion borne him by his fervants. Cuichel
rne, King of Weffex, was his enemy; and finding himfelf unable to maintain 
open war again(l: fo gallant and powerful a prince, he determined to make ufe of 
treachery againft him, and he employed one Eumer for that criminal purpofe. 
The affaffin, having obtained admittance, by pretending to deliver a meffage 
from Cuichelme, drew his dagger, and rulhed upon the King. Lilla, an officer 
of his army, feeing his maner's danger, and having no other means of defence, 
interpofeEl with his own body between the King and Eumer's dagger, which was 
pullied with fuch violence, that, after piercing Lilla, it even wounded Edwin : 
And before the affaffin could renew his blow, he was difpatched by the guards *. 

THE Eaft-Angles confpired againfr Redwald, their King; and having put 
him to death, they offered their crown to Edwin, of whofe valour and capacity 
they had had experience, while he refided among them. But Edwin, fenfible 
of gratitude towards his benefactor, obliged them to fubmit to Earpwold, the fon 
of Redwald ; and that prince preferved his authority, tho' on a precarious foot
ing, under the protection of the Northumbrian monarch t. 

EowiN, after his acceffion to the crown, married Ethelburga, the daughter of 
Ethelbert, King of Kent ; and this princefs, emulating the glory of her mother 
Bertha, who had been the inftrument of converting her hufband and his peopl<t 
to Chrifl:ianity, carried Paullin us a learned biihop along with her t ; and be
fides ftipulating a toleration for the exercife of her own religion, which was rea
dily granted her, ihe ufed every reafon to perfuade the King to embrace it. Ed
win, like a prudent prince, hefitated on the propofal ; but promifed to examine 
the foundations of that doCl:rine ; and if he found them fa tis factory, he declared 
himfelf willing to be converted 11. Accordingly he held feveral conferences with 
Paullinus, canvaffed the arguments propounded with the wifefr of his counfellors, 
retired frequently from company, in order to revolve alone that important que
:fl:ion ; and after a ferious and long enquiry, declared. in favour of the Chrifl:ian 
religion§. The people foon after imitated his example. Befides the authority 
and influence of the King, they were moved by another fl:riking example. Coifi., 
the high priefr, being converted after a public conference with Paullinus, led the 
way in deftroying the images, which he had fo long wodbiped, and was forward 
in making this atonement for his pafr idolatry -f,. 

Tms able prince periihed with his fan, Osfrid, in a great battle which he 
fought againft Penda, King of Mercia, and Ca::dwalla, King of the Britains *. 

• Bede, lib. I. cap. 9· Chron. Sax. p. 27. Higden, lib. 5· H. Hunting. lib. 3· 
t Gul. Malmef. lib. r. cap. 3. ! H. Hunting. lib. 3· II Bede, lib. z. cap. g; 
§ Bede, lib. z. cap. 9· Malmef. lib. r. cap. 3· + Bede, lib. 2. cap. 13. Brompton, 

Higden, lib. 5· * Matth. Weft. p. 1 If. Chron. Sax. p. 29. 
That 
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That event, which happened in the forty-eighth year of Edwin's age and feven- Chap. I. 

tee nth of his reign*, divided the monarchy of Northumberland, which he had 
united in his perfon. Eanfrid, the fon of Adelfrid, returned with his brothers, 
Ofwald and Ofwy, from Scotland, and took poffeffion of Bernicia, his paternal 
kingdom : Ofric, Edwin's coufin-german, efl:abli!hed himfelf in Deiri, the in- . 
heritance of his family; but to which the fons of Edwin had a preferable title. 
Eadfrid, the eldefl: furviving fon, fled to Penda, by whom he was treacheroufiy 
Gain. The younger K>n, V ufcfrrea, with Y ffi, the grandfon of Edwin, by 
Osfrid, fought protection in Kent, and not finding themfelves in fafety there, re-
tired into France to King Dagobert, where they died t. 

OsRIC, King of Dei'ri, and Eanfrid of Bernicia returned to Paganifm; and 
the whole people feem to have returned with them ; fince Paullinus, who w·as 
confecrated firfl: archbi!hop of York, and who had converted them, thought pro
per to retire with Ethelburga, the ~een Dowager, into Kent. Both thefe 
Northumbrian kings peri!hed foon after, the firfl: in the battle againfl: Credwalla, 
the Britain; the fecond by the treachery of that prince. Ofwald the brother of 
Eanfrid, of the race of Bernicia, united again the kingdom of Northumberland 
in the year 6 34-, and rdl:ored the chrifl:ian religion in his dominions. He gained 
a great and well difputed battle againfl: Credwalla; the lafl: vigorous effort 
which the Bricains made aga.nfl: the Saxons. Ofwald is much celebrated for his 
fantl:ity and charity by the monkiih hifl:orians :j: ; and they pretend, that his 
reliques wrought miracles, particularly the curing a fick horfe, which had ap
proached the place of his interment I!· 

HE died in battle againft Penda, King of Mercia, and was fucceeded by 
his brother, Ofwy; who efl:abliihed himfelf in the government of all the Nor
thumbrian kingdom by putting to death Ofwin, the fan of Ofric, the lafl: king 
of the race of De!ri +· His fon Egfrid fucceeded him ; who peri!hing in battle 
againfl: the Pifts, without leaving any children, becaufe Adelthrid his wife re
fukd to violate her vow of cha11ity *, Alfred, his natural brother, acquired pof
feffion of the kingdom, which he happily governed for nineteen years; and he 
left it to Ofred, his fan ; a boy of eight years of age. This prince, after a reign 
of eleven years, was murdered by Kenred, his kinfman ~, who, after enjoying the 
crown only a year, periihed by a like fate. Ofric, and after him Celwulph tb~: 

fon of Kenred, next mounted the throne, which the latter relinqui!hed in the 

· "' W. Malmef. lib. I. cap. 3. t Bede, lib. z. cap. zo. t Math. Weft. p. 1 I 5. 
Simeon Dunelm. cap. 2. Chron. Sax. P· 3 I. n Bede, lib. 3· cap. 9· + w. Malmef. 
lib. 1. cap. 3· Math. Well. p. 118. ~t Bede, lib. 4· cap. '9· ~ W. Malmef. lib. r. 
cap. 3· 

year 
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Chap. I. year 7 3 8, in favour of Eadbert his coufin-german, who imitating his predf'ceffor.~ 
abdicated the crown, and retired into a monaftry *. Of wolf, fon of Eadbert, 
was flain in a fe:iiti0n, a year after his acceffion to the crown t .; and Mollo, who 
was not of tbe royal family, feized the crown. He perifhed by the treachery of 
Ailred, a prince of the blood; and Ailred, having fucceeded in his defign upon the 
throne, was foon after expel'ed by his fubjeB:s :j:. Ethelred, his fucceffor, the 
fon of l\1ollo, fhared a like fate. Celwold, the next king, the brother of Ailfred, 
was depofed and flain by the people, and his place was filled by Ofred, his nephew4 

who after the fhort .reign of a year, made way for Ethelbert, another fon of 
Mollo, whole death was equally tragical with that of almo1t all his predeceffors .. 
After Ethelbert's death an univerfal anarchy prevailed in Northumberland II ; and 
the people, having, by fo many fatal revolutions, loft all attachment to their go
vernment and princes, were well prepared for fubjeftion to a foreign yoke; which 
E:gbert, King of Weifex, finally impofed upon them. 

The Kingdom of E A S T- A N G L I A. 

THE hifiory of this kingdom contains nothing memorable, except the con .. 
verting to chrifl:ianity Earpwold, the fourth king and great-grandfon of 

Uffa, the founder of the mona;chy. The authority of Edwin, King of Nor
thumberland, on whom th1t prince entirely depended, engaged him to take this 
ftep: But foon after, his wife, who was an idolatrefs, brought him back to her 
religion§ ; and he was found unable to reGft: thofe allurements, which have feduced 
the wifeft of mankind. After his death, which was violent, like that of moft 
of the Saxon princes, who did not early retire into monafieries, Sigebert, his 
fucceifor and half-brother, who had been educated in France, refl:ored chrifti
anity, and introduced learning among the Angles .f-. Some pretend that he 
founded the univerGty of Cambridge, or rather fome fchools in that place. It is 
almoft impoffible, and quite needlefs to be more particular in relating the tranf
actions of the Eaft-Angles. What advantage or enterrainment can it give the 
reader to hear a long bede-rell of barbarous names, Egric, Annas, Ethelbert, 
Ethelwald, Aldulf, Elfwald, Beorne, Ethelred, Ethelbert, who fucceffively 
murdered, expelled, or inherited from each other, and obfcurely filled the throne 

• Simeon Dunelm. lib. 2. cap. 1. 3· Chron. Sax. cap. 59· t Simeon Dunelm. lib. z. cap. 4• 
t Chron. Sax. p. 61. II W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 3· § Bede, lib. z. cap. I 5· 

Brompt. W. Malmef.lib. I. cap. 5. H. of Huntingdon fays it was Redwald who apofiatized, lib. :5· 
.+ Bede, lib. 2. cap. 15. lib. 3· cap. zz. 

of 
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uf that kingdom. Ethelbert, the laft of thefe princes, was treache-rouny mur- Chap. I. · 

dered by Offa~ King of Mercia, in the year 792, and his ftate was thenceforth 
united with that of Offa, as we fhall relate prefently. 

The Kingdom of M E R C I A .. 

MERCIA, the largeft, if not the moft powerful kingdom of the Heptarchy., 
comprehended all the middle counties of England; and as its frontiers ex .. 

tended to -thofe of all the other fix kingdoms, ilS well as tO Wales, it received its 
name from that circumftance. -Wibba, the fon of Crida,_ founder of the mo· 
narchy, being placed on the throne by Ethelbert, King of Kenr, governed his 
paternal dominions by a very precarious [authority ; and after his death, CeorJ, 
his kinfman, was, by the influence of the Kentifu monarch, preferred t-o his fon, 
Penda, whofe turbulent difpofition appeared dangerous to that .prince. Penda 
was thus fifty years of age before he mounted the throne ; and his temerity and 
martial difpofition were found nowife unabated by time, experience, or reflection. 
He engaged in continual hofl ilities againft all the neighbouring ftates ; and by his 
injuftice and violence rendered himfelf equally odious to his own fubjects and 
to ftrangers. Sigebert, Egric, and Annas, three kings of Eaft-Anglia, perifhed 
in battle againft him; as did alfo Edwin and Ofwald, the two greateft princes, 
who had filled the throne of Northumberland*. At laft, Ofwy, brother to 
Ofwald, having defeated him in a great battle, freed the world from this fan
guinary tyrant t. Peada, his fon, obtained the crown of Mercia in 655, and 
lived under the proteB:ion of Ofwy, who(e daughter he had efpoufed. This 
princefs was educated in the chriftian faith, and fhe employed her influence with 
fuccefs, in converting her hufband and his fubjeCls to that religion :j:. Thus the 
fair fex have had the merit of introducing the-chriftian doctrine into all the moft 
confiderable kingdoms of the Saxon Heptarchy. Peada died a violent death II· 
His fon, Wolfhere, fucceeded to the government, and after having reduced to 
dependance the kingdoms of Effex, and Eaft-Anglia, he left the crown to his 
brother, Ethelred, who, thot a lover of peace, ihowed himfelf not unfit for mili
tary enterprizes. Befides making a fuccefsful expedition into Kent, he repulfed 

• Higden, lib. 5• Brompton, p. 771. Ann.Benrl. p. 85. t Higden. lib. 5· W. 
Malmef. lib. I. cap. 3· Flor. Wigorn. P· s6o. t Bede, lib. 3· cap. 21. Brompton, P· 771~ 
Higden, lib. S· H. Hunting.- lib. 3· Simeon Dun elm, lib. I. cap. 4• :Ann. Bever!, p. 86. 

il Hugo Candidus~ p. 4· fays, that he was treacheroufly murdered by his queen, from whofe per
fLlafion he had embraced chriftianity ; but this account of the matter is found in that hiftorian alone. 
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Egfrid, King of Northumberland, who had invaded his dominions; and he !levi' 
in battle E!fwin, the brother of that prince. Defirous, however, of cqmpofing. 
all animoflties with Egfrid, be payed him a fum of money, as a compenfation. 
for the lofs of his brother. After a profperous reign of thirty years, he refigned 
the crown to Kendred, fon of Wolfhere, and retired into the monafi:ery of Bard. 
ney *. Kendred returned the prefent of the cmwn to Ceolred-, the fan of EtheL 
red ; and making a pilgrimage to Rome, paffed his life there in pennance and 
devotion -f. The place of Ceolred was fupplied by Ethelbald :j:, great-grand~ 
nephew to Penda by Alwy, his brothfr; and this prince, being !lain in a mutiny, 
was fucceeded by Offa, who was. a degree more remote from Penda,, by Eawa,.. 
another brother. 

THrs prince, who mounted the throne in 7 55 IJ, had fame great qualities, and 
was fuccelsful in his warlike enterprizes againft Lothaire, King of Kent, and Ken· 
wulph, King of Weffex. He defeate·d the former in a bloody battle at Orford 
upon the parent, and reduced his· kingdom to a ftate of depenclance: He gained 
a victory over the latter at Benfington in Oxfordfhire ; and conquering that 
county, together with that of Glocefi:er, annexed it to his other dominions. But 
all thefe fucceffes were ftained by his treacherous murder of Ethelbert, King of 
the Eaft-Angles, and his violent feizure of that kingdom. This young prince,. 
who is faid to have poffeffed great merit, had made fuit to Elfrida, the daughter. 
of Offa, and was invited with all his retinue to Hereford,_in order to folemnize the 
nuptials. Amidft the joy and feftivity of thefe entertainments, hawas feized by Offa. 
and fecretly beheaded: And tho' Elfrida, who;abhorred her father's treachery, had 
time to gjve warning to the Eafi:-Anglian nobility, who efcaped into their own 
country, Otfa, having extinguifhed the royal family, fucceeded in his project 
of fubduing that country§. The treacherous prince, defirous of re-eftablifhing 
his character in the world, and perhaps of appeafing the remorfes of his own con
fcience, payed great court to the clergy, and praetired all the Monkifh devotions,. 
which were fo much ell:eemed in that ignorant and fuperftitious age. He gave 
the tenth 9f all his goods to the church + ; befi:owed rich donations on the Cathe· 
dral of Hereford : And even made a pilgrimage to Rome, where his great power 
and riches could not fail of procuring him the papal abfolution. The better to 
ingratiate himfelf with the fovereign pontiff,. he engaged to. pay him from his 
kingdom a yearly donation for the fupport of an Engli!h college at Rome *, and 

* Bede, lib. 5. cap. 24-. t W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 4-· Eede, lib. 5. cap. 24. 
t Ingulph. p. 2. II Chron. Sax. p. 59· § Brompton, p. 750, 751, 752. 
~ Spell. Cone, p. 308. Brompton, p. 77 6. • Spell. Cone. p. 2 30. 3 to. 3 1 2. , 
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1n order to raife the fum, he impofed a tax of a penny on each houfe poffelfed of Chapr I. 

thirty pence a year. This impofition, being afterwards levied from all England, 
was commonly denominated Peter's pence* ; and tho' conferred at firfl: as a gifr, 
was afterwards pretended to be a tribute by the Roman pontiff. Carrying his 
hypocrify frill farther, Offa, feigning to be direCted by vilions from heaven, found 
out at Verulam, the reliCts of St. Alban, the martyr, and endowed a magnificent 
monaftery in that placet. Moved by all thefe aCts of piety, Malmeibury, one 
of the beft of the old Englilh hiftorians, declares himfelf at a lofs to deterrnine :1: 
whether the merits or crimes of this prince preponderated. Offa died, after a reign 
of thirty-nine years, in 79411· 

Tms prince was become fo confiderable in the Heptar~hy, that the Emperor 
Charlemagne entered into an alliance and friendlhip with him ; a circumftance, 
which did him honour ; as diftant princes then had very little communication 
with each other. That emperor being a great lover of learning and learned men) 
in an age which was very barren of that ornament, Offa, at his defire, fent him 
over Alcuin, a clergyman, much celebrated for his knowledge, who received 
great hon()urs from Charlemagne, and even became his preceptor· in the fciences • 

. The chief reafon, why he had at firft defired the company of Alcuin, was that he 
might -oppofe his learning to the herefy o( Felix, bifhop of b rgel in Catalonia ; 
who maintained, that Jefus Chrift, confidered in his human nature, could more 
properly be denominated the adoptive than the natural fon of God§. This herefy 
was condemned in the council of Francfort, held in 794, and confifting of 300 

bifhops. Such were the queftions which were agitated in that age, and which 
employed the attention, not only of cloyftered fcholars, but of the wifeft and 
greateft princes+· 

EonnH fucceeded to his father, Offa, but furvived him only five months*; 
when he made way for Kenulph, a defcendant of the royal family. This prince 
waged war againft Kent; and taking Egberr, the King, prifoner, he cut off 
his hands, and put out his eyes ; leaving Cuthred, his own brother.., in poffeffion 
of the crown of that kingdom. Kenulph was killed in an infurretlion of the Eaft
Anglians, whofe crown his predeceffor, Oifa, had ufurped. He left his fon, 
Kenelm, a minor; who was mu:rdered the fame year by his fift.er, Qpendrade, 
who had entertained the ambitious views of alfuming the government t. But 

* Higden, lib. 5· t Ingulph. p. ~· W. Malrnef. lib. 1. cap. 4· t Lib. I. cap. 4• 
11 Chron~ Sax. p. 65. § Dupin. cent~E'. chap. 4·. 
+ OfFa, in order to proteCl:,his country from Wales, drew a rampart or ditch of a hundred ·miles in 

length, from Bafinwerke in Flintfhire to the South-fea near Briftol, See Speed's Drfcr:iption of Wales. 
4t Iogulph. p. 6. t Ingulph. p. 7· Brompton, p. 776. 
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1he was fupplanted by her unclt;,, Ceolulf; who two years after, was dethroned' 
by Beornulf. The reign of this ufurper, who was not of the royal family, was
fuort and unfortunate : He· was defeated by the Weft~Saxons,. au1d killed by his 
own fubjects,. the Eafl:-Angles *. Ludican, his fucceffor, underwent the fame 
fate t; and Wiglaff, who mounted this unfl:able throne, and found every thing. 
in the utmoft confulion, ~could not withfl:and the fortune of Egbert, who. united~ 
all the Saxon kingdoms into one great monarchy .. 

The Kjngdom of E S. S. E lC. 

T'H 1s·. kingdom-made no great figure in the Heptarchy; and the hiftory of' 
it is very imperfett. Sleda fucce.eded his father, Erkenwin, the founder 

of the monarchy; and made way for his fon;- Sebert, who; being nephew to. 
Ethelbert, King of Kent, was perfuaded by that prince to embrace the chriftian · 
religion :j:: His· fons and conjun& fucceifors, Sexted and Seward, relapfed into· 
idolatry, and were foon after Gain in a- battle againft the Weft Saxons. To !hew. 
the rude manner of livingin that age; &de tells us IJ, that thefe two kings ex,. 
preffed a great defire to eat the white bread, diftrib\lted hy Mellitus,. the bi!hop,. 
at ·the commun1~n §, B.ut on his refufing them, unlefs they would fubmit to be 
baptized, they expelled him their: dominions.. The other- princes names, who 
reigned fucceffively in .Elfex, are Sigebert the little, Sigebert the good, who re
fiored chrifrianity~ Swithelm, Sigheri, Offa, This ]aft prince, having .made a! 
vow of chaftity, notwithftanding.his marriage with Kenefwitha, a Mercian prin~ 
cefs, daughter to Penda,. went in pilgrimage to Rome, and !hut himfelf up 
during the reft of his life in a cloyfter. Selred, his fucceifor,. r-eign<;>d thirty,,. 
eight years;. and was the laft of tbe·royalline·:. The failure of which threw the
k,ingdom into great confufion, and reduced it to dependance under: Mercia ~ •.•. 
Switherd firft acquired the crown, and his death made way for Sigeric, who ended! 
his life in a pilgrim~ge to Rome. His fucceffor, Sigered, unable to defend his:. 
kingdom,.fubmitted to the victorious arms of Egbert. 

The Kingdon1. of S U S S- E- X~. 

T HE hiftory of this kingdom,. the fmalleft in the Heptarchy,. is ftili more 
imperfect than that of Elfex. Ella, the founder of the monarchy, left 

• Ingulph, p. 7· t Ann._Beverl. p. 87. t Chron, Sax. p. 24-. 
r:ap. S· § H. Hunting. lib, 3• Brompton, p. 738. 743· Bede. 
cap. 6, 

II Ltb. z. 
+ Malmef. lib. 1. 

the 
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the crown to his fon, Ciffa, who· is remarkable chiefly for his long reign of fe- Chap. I. 
venty-fix years. During his time, the South-Saxons fell almoft into a total de-
pendance on the kingdom of Weffex ; and we fcarce know the names of the 
kings, who were poiTeffed of this titular fovereignty. Adelwalch, the lafl: of 
them, was· fubdued in battle by Ceadwalla~ King_ of Welfex, and was Oain in the 
action ; leaving two infant fons, who, falling into the hand of the conqueror, 
were murdered by him. The abbot of Redford oppofed the order for this barbarous 
execution; but could prevail on Ceadwalla only to fufpend it, till they fhould. 
be baptiled. Bertl:hun and Audhun, two noblemen of charaCl:er, refifted fome 
time the dominion of the Weft-Saxons; but their oppofition ferved only to pro-
long the miferies of. their country ; and the fubduing this kingdom, was the firft 
ftep, which the W.eft-Saxons made towards acquiring. the fole monarchy of. 
England*. 

The Kingabm of W E S · S E X. 

THE kingdom of Welfex, which finally fwallowed·up all the other Saxon 
ftates, met with great refiftance on its firft eftablilhment; and the' 

· Britains, who were now enured to arms, yielded not tamely their polfef
fions to thefe invaders. . Cerdic,. the founder of the monarchy, and his fon,. 
Kenric, fought many fuccefsful, and fome unfuccefsful battles, againft the na
tives; and the martial fpirit, common to all the Saxons, was by means of thefe · 
hofiilities, carried to the greateft height among this tribe. Ceaulin, the fon and, 
fucceffor of Kenric, who crtgan his reign in 560, was even more ambitious and. 
enterprizi~g than his predecelfors; and by waging continual war againft the 
Britains, he added a great part of the counties of Devon and Somerfet to his 
other dominions. Carried away by the tide of fuccefs he invaded the other 

·Saxon ftates in his neighbourhood, and becoming terrible to all, he provoked a 
general confederacy againfi him. This alliance proved fuccefsful under the con
duct of Ethelbert, King of Kent; and Ceaulin who had loft the affections of his 
own fubjects by his violent difpoGtion, and had now fallen into contempt from 
his misfortunes, was expelled the throne t, and died in exile and mifery. Cui
chelme and Cuthwin, his fons, governed jointly the kingdom ; till the expulfion 
of the latter in 591, and the death of the former in 593, made way for Cealric,, 
to whom fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by whofe death, which happened in 6 I 1 ~ 
J(ynegils inherited the crown. This prince embraced chrifrianity ~' thro' the 

• Brompton, p. 8co. 
p. 15. Ann. Bever!.. p. 94· 

t Chron. Sax .. p. z~. t Higden, lib. 5· Chron. Sax, 
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Ghap. T. perfuafion of Ofwald, King of Northumberland, who had married his daughter, 
and who had attained a great afcendant in the heptarchy. Kenwalch next fuc
ceeded to the monarchy, and dying in 672, left the fucceffion fo much difputed, 
that Sexburga, his widow, a woman of great merit*, kept poffeffion of the go
vernment till her death, which happened two years after., Efcwin then peaceably 
acquired the crown ; and after a fhort reign of two years, made way for Kentwin, 
who governed nine years. Ceodwalla, his fucceffor, mounted not the throne 
without oppofition ; but proved a great prince, according to the ideas of thofe 
times ; that is, he was enterprizing, warlike, and fuccefsful. He fubdued en
tirely the kingdom of Sulfex, and annexed it to his own dominions. He made 
deep impreffions upon Kent; but met with refiftance from Widred, the King, 
who proved Ju<:cefsful againft Mollo, brother to Ceodwalla, and fiew him in a 
fkirmi!h t. Ceodwalla at Jail, .tired with wars and bloodfhed, was feized with 
a fit of devotion ; beftowed feveral endowments on the church, and made a pil
grimage to Rome, where he received baptifm, and died in 689 j:. Ina, his fuc
ceffor, inherited the military virtues of Ceodwalla, and added to them the more 
valuable ones of juftice, policy, and pruden:ce II· He made war upon the B.ri
tains in Somerfet; and having finally fubdued that province, he treated the van· 
quilhed with an humanity, hitherto unknown to the Saxon conquerors. Heal
lowed the proprietors to retain poffeffion of their lands §, encouraged ma·rriages 
and alliances between them and his antient fubjeB:s +, and gave them the privi
lege of being governed by the fame laws. Thefe laws he augmented and afcer
tained * ; and though he was difturbed by fome infurrecl:ions at home, his long 
reign of thirty-feven years may be regarded as one of the mofr glorious and moft 
profperous of the heprarchy. In the decline of his age, he made a pilgrimage to 
Rome ; and on his return home, he fhut himfelf up in a cloyfler, where he 
.died t. 

THo' the Kings of Weffex had always been princes of the blood, defcended 
from Cerdic, the founder of the monarchy, the order of fucceffion had been far 
from exaCt ; and a more remote prince had often found means to mount the 
throne, in preference to one defcended from a nearer branch of the royal family. 
Ina, therefore, having no children of his own, and lying much under the in-

• Bede, Jib. 4· cap. 1 z. Chron. Sax. p. 4'· t H. ~looting. lib. 4· Brompton, p. 7::.7. 
t Bede, lib. 5· cap. 7· W. Malrnef. lib. I, cap. z. Erhelwerd, lib. 2~ cap. 10, M. Weft. 

,p. 128. Chron. Sax. P-46. II w. Maimer. lib. I. car. z. 
§ Vita Adtlhe!m. p. 32. See alfo LL Ina:, § 24. Wilkins, p. t8. 

+ Concil. Mag. Brit. tom. J. p. 74· • Wilkins, p. 14. 
t Bede, lib. 5• cap. 7· Chron. Sax. p. sz. Higden, lib. 5· W. Maim. lib. I. cap. 2. H. 

Hunting. lib. 4· M. Weft. p. 135. 
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Huence of Ethelburga, his QEeen, ·left by will the fucceffion to Adelard, her Chap. I. 

brother, who was his remote kinfman * : But this deftination took not place 
without fame difficulty. Ofwald, a prince more nearly allied to the crown, took 
arms againft Adelard t; but he l;>eing· fuppreffed, and dyi~g foon after, the title 
of A de lard was not any farther difputed ; and in the year 7 4 I, he was fucceeded 
by his coufin, Cudred :j:. The reign of this prince was diftinguifhed by a great 
victory, which he obtained, by the means of Edelhun, his general, over Ethel-
bald, King of Mercia II·· His death made way for Sigebert, his kinfman, who 
governed fo. ill, that his people rofe in an infurrection, and delhroned him§,. 
crowning Cenulph in his ftead. The exiled prince found a refuge with duke 
Cumbran,. governor of Hampfh.ire ; who, that he might add to his other· kind-
nefs towards Sigebert, gave him many falutary counfels for his future conduct, 
accompanied with fome r.eprehenfions for the paiL But thefe were fo much re-
fented by the ungrateful prince, that he confpired againft the life of his proteCtor,. 
and treacheroufly murdered. him, After this infamous aCtion, he was forfake'n by 
every body ; and fkulking about in the wilds and foi".:fts, was at lafr difcovered 
by a fervant of Cumbran," who infrantly took reveng5! upon him f.or the death of 

his mafrer +· ' 
CENULPH, who had obtained. the crown on the expulfion of Sigebert, was for-

tunate in many expeditions againft the Britains of Cornwal ; ,but afterwards loft 
fame reputation by his ill fucceffes againft Offa, King of Mercia*. · Kynehard 
alfo, brother to the depofed Sigebert, gave him difrurbance ; and tho' expelled the 
kingdom, he hovered on the frontiers, . and waited an opportunity of attacking hi~ 
rival. The King had an intrigue with a y.oung woman, who lived at Merton in 
Surrey t; whither hav-ing.fecretly retired, he was on a fudden invironed, in the 
night-time, by Kynehard and his followers, and after making a vigorous refiftance, 
was murdered, with all his attendants. The people and nobility of the neighbour
hood, rifing next day in arms, took revenge on K ynehard for the flaughter of their. 
King, and put every one to the [word, who had been engaged in that criminal en .. 
terpriz.e :j:. This event· happened in 784. 

BRITHRIC next obtained P?ffeffion of the government, tho' very remotely de.,. 
fcended from the roy;.d family; but enjoyed not that dignity without inquietude •. 
Eoppa, nephew to King Ina, by his brother Ingild, who died before that. prince,., 

* W. Malmef. lib. I. cap. 2. t Brompton, p. 768. t Chron. Sax. p-. 55. 
If Brompton, p. 769. Chron. Sax. p. ~6. § W. Mal mer. lib. 1 •. cap .. 2. B'rompton,. 

P· no. Chron. Sax. P· s6. + Higden, lib. 5· w. Malmef. lib. L cap. 2. 

,. W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. z. t Flor. Wigorn. p. ·576. Chron. Sax. F· 57• 63. 
t Flor. Wigorn. p. 576; Hoveden, p. 409, 
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Chap. I. begot Eata, father to Alchmond, from whom fprung Egbert*, a young prince 
of the mort promifing hopes, who gave great jealoufy to Brithric, the prefent 
King, both becaufe he feemed by his birth better intitled to the crown, and be
caufe he had acquired, to an eminent degree, the affeCtions of the people. Eg
bert, fenfible of his danger from the fufpicions of .Brithric, withdrew fecretly into 
France t; where he was well received by Charlemagne, the prefent monarch. 
By living in the court, and ferving in the armies of that pril'lce, the moft able 
and moft generous who had appeared in Europe during feveral ages, he acquired 
thofe accompli!hments, which afterwards enabled him to make fi1ch a !hining 
figure on the throne ; and familiarizin·g himfelf to the manners of the French, 
who, as Malmefbury obferves :j:, were eminent both for valour and civility, above 
all the weftern nations, he learned to polifh the rudenefs and barbariry of the 
Saxon charcieter : And his early misfortunes proved thus of infinite advantage to -
him. 

IT was not long before Egbert had opportunities of difplaying. his natural and 
acquired talents. Brithric·, King of Welfex, had married Eadburga, natural 
daughter 11 of Offa, King of Mercia, a profligate woman, equally infamous for 
cruelty and for incontinence. Having great influence over her hufband, fhe 
often inc~ted him to deft:roy fuch of the nobility as were obnoxious to her ; and 
where this expedient failed her, lhe fcrupled not being herfelf aCtive in traiterous 
attempts upon their life. She had mixed a cup of poifon for a young nobleman, 
who had acquired her huiband's friendfhip, and had on that account become the 
,objeCt of her jealoufy : But unfortunately, the King drank of the fatal cup along 
with his favourite, and foon after expired §. This event, joined to her other 
crimes, rendered Eadburga fo odious, that lhe was obliged to fly into France ; 

, whence Egbert was at the fame time recalled by the nobility, in order to afcend 
the throne of his anceftors -f.. He-attained that dignity in the !aft year of the 
eighth century. 

IN all the kingdoms of the heptarchy, an exaCt rule of fucceffion was either un
known or not firiCl:ly obferved ; and thence the reigning prince was continually 
agitated with jealoufy againft all the princes of the blood, whom he ftill confi
dered as rivals, and whofe death alone could give him entire fecurity in his pof
feffion of the throne. From this fatal caufe, together with the admiration of the 
monaflic life, ·an_d the opinion of merit, attending the prefervation of chaftity 

* Chron. Sax. p. 16. t H. Hunting. lib. 4; t Lib. z. cap. 1 1 , 

11 Brompton, p 749• 750. W. Malmef. lib. 1. cap. 2. H. Hunting. lib. 4· 
§ Higden, lib. 5· M. Weft:. p. 152: Aifer. in vita Alfredi, p. J· ex edit. Camdeni. * Chrvn.. Sax. A. D. 8oo. Brompton, p. 8o1. 
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ev:ea in a' m~t1ried ftate, the rbyal famili~s had been entirely ext!nguilhed in aU the Chap. r. 
kingdoms excep·t that· of Weffex; and the· <Jmula:tions, fufpicions, and confpira-
cies, which had formerly been confined· to the princes of the blood a·Jone, were 
now diffufe& among_ all the nobility in the feveral Saxon ftat-es. Egbert was the 
fole defcendant of thofe firft conquerors who fubdued Britain, and who enhanced 
their authority by claiming a pedigree from Woden, the fupreme divinity of their 
anceftors. But that prince, tho' invited by this favourable circumftance to make 
attempts on the neighbouring Saxons, gave them for fome time no difturbance, 
and rather. chofe to ·turn his arms againft the Britains in Cornwal, whom he de-
feated in feveral battles*. He was recalled from the conqueil. of that country 
by an inroad made into his dominions by Bernulf, King of Mercia~ 

THE Mercians, before the acceffion of Egbert, had very nearly attained the 
abfolute fo.vereignty- over the heptarchy: They had reduced the Eaft-Angles un
der fubjeB:iofl, and eftablifhed tributary princes in the Kingdoms of Kent and 
Effex. Northumberland was involved in anarchy; and no ftate of any confe. 
quence remained but that of Weffex, which, much inferior in extent to Mercia, 
was fupported by the great qualities of its fovereign alone. Egbert led his army 
againft the invaders ; and encountering them at Ellandt1n in Wildhire, ob
tained a complete victory., and by the flaughter executed on them in their 
flight, gave a mortal blow to the power .of the Mercians. Whilft he himfelf, 
in profecution of his victory, entered their country on the fide of Oxfordfhire, and 
threatened the heart of their dominions; he fent an army into Kent, commanded 
by Ethdwolph, his eldeft fon. t; and expelling Baldred, the tributary King, foon 
made himfelf mafter of that country. The kingdom of Effex was conquered 
with equal facility; and the Eaft-Angles, from their hatred to the Mercian go
vernment, which had been eftablifhed .over them by treachery and violence, and 
probably exercifed with tyranny, immediately rofe in arms, and craved the pro
tection of Egbert :1:· Bernulf, the Mercian King, who marched againft them, 
was defeated and flain; and two years after, Ludecan, his fucceffor, met with 
the fame fate. Thefe infurreB:ions and calamities facilitated the enterprizes of 
Egbert, who ad~anced into the heart of the Mercian territories, and made eafy 
conquefts ove.r a difheartened and divided people. In order to engage them 
more ea.fily to fubmimon,_ he allowed Wiglef, the.ir countryman, to retain the 
title of King,. whilft he himfe]f exercifed the real powers· of fovereignty 11. 
The anarchy, which prevailed in Northumberland, tempted him to carry ftill 

* Cnron. Sax. p. 69. 

:t Ethelwerd; lib. 3· cap, 3· 

VoL. I. 

t Ethelwerd, lib. 3· cap. z. 
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farther his victorious arms; and the inhabitants, unable t:o refift his power, and 
defirous of poffeffing fome eftablifhed form of government, were forward, on his 
firft appearan-ce, to fend deputies, who fubmitted to his authority, and expreffed 
their allegiance to him as their fovereign. Egbert, however, ftill allowed tO· 

Northumberland, as he had done to Mercia and Eaft-Anglia, the power of elect
ing a King, who paid him tribute, and was dependant on him. 

THus were united all the kingdoms of the heptarchy in one great fl:ate, near 
four hundred years after . the firft arrival of the Saxons in Britain; and the for
tunate arms and prudent policy of Egbert at laft effectuated what had been fo 
often attempted in vain by fo many princes *. Kent, Northumberland, and 
Mercia, which had fucceffively afpired to general dominion, were now incorpo
rated in his empire; and the other fubordinate kingdoms feemed willingly to 
fhare the fame fate. His territories were nearly of the fame extent with what is 
now properly denominated England ; and a favourable profpeet was afforded the 
Anglo-Saxons, of eftablifhing· a civilized monarchy, poffeifed of tranquillity 
within itfelf, and fecure againft foreign in.vafion. This great event happened in 
the year 827 i'· 

THE Saxons, tho'· they had been fo long fettled in the ifiand, feem not as yet 
to have been much improved beyond their German anceftors, either in arts, ci
vility, knowledge, humanity, juftice, or obedience to the laws. Even Chriftia
nity, tho', among other advantages, it opened the way to connexions between them 
and the more polilhed flates of Europe, had not hitherto been very effeCl:ua1, in ba
nifhing their ignorance, or foftening thei·r barbarous manners. As they received 
that doctrine thro,_ the corrupted channels of Rome, which had ftrongly tinB:ured1 

the origi·nal purity of the Chriftian faith, it carried along with it a great mixture 
of creduliry and fuperftition, equally deftruetive to the underfranding and to mo
rals. The reverence towards faints and reliques feems to have almoft fupplanted; 
the adoration of ·the Supreme Being : Mona·ftic obfervances were efteemed more· 
meritorious than the active virtues :- The knowledge· of natural caufes was ne
gletl:ed from the univerfal belief of miracu1ous interpofitions and judgments :· 
Bounty to· the church atoned for all violences agai-nft fodety : And the remorfes· 
for cruelty, murder, treachery, affaffination, and the more robuft vices, were· 
appeafed, not by amendment of life, but by penances, fervility to the monks, 
and an al:tieCl: and· illiberal devotion :t;. The reverence for the clergy had mount• 

e& 

,. Chron. Sax. p •. 7 r. t Ibid •. 
:f: Thefe abufes were common to all the European churches ; but the. priefl:s in Italy, Spain, and· 

Gaul, made fome atonement for them by other advantages, whlch.they rendered fociety. For feveral.; 
ages,. 
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~d fo high, that wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdotal habit, tho' on the Chap. I. 

h~gh-way, the people flocked around him; and fhowing him all marks of pro-
found refpetl:, received every word he uttered as the moft facred oracles*. Even 
the military virtues, fo inherent in all the Saxon tribes, began to be negleCted ; 
and the nobility, preferring the fecurity and floth of the cloyfter to the tumults 
and glory of war, valued themfelves chiefly on the endowment of monafreries, 
of which they affumed the government t. The crown too, being extremely 
jmpoveri!hed by continual benefaCtions to the church, to which the fi,ates of the 
kingdom weakly confented, could beftow no rewards on valour or military ferq. 
vices, and retained not even fufficient influence to fupport the government :j:. 

ANOTHER inconvenience, which attended this corrupt fpecies of Chriftianity, 
was the fuperftitious attachment to Rome, and the gradual fubjetl:ion of the king
dom to a foreign jurifdiCl:ion. The Britains had never acknowledged any fubor
dination to the Roman pontiff, anq had conduCted all ecclefiaftical government by 
their domeftic fynods and councils 11: But .the Saxons, receiving their religion 
from Roman monks, were taught at the fame time a profound reverence to that 
fee, and were naturally led to regard it as the capital of their religion. Pilgrim~ 
ages to Rome were reprefented as the moft meritorious aCl:s of devotion. Not 
only noblemen and ladies of rank underrook this tedious journey §; but Kings 
themfelves, abdicating their crowns, fought for a fecure paffport to heaven at the 
feet of the Roman pontiff. New reliques, continually fent from that endlefs 
mint of fuperftition, and magnified by the lying miracles, invented in convents, 
operated on the aftonifhed minds of the multitude : And every prince attained 
the eulogies of the monks, the only hiftorians of thofe ages, not in proportion to 
his civil and military virtues, but to his devoted attachment towards their order, 
and his fuperfiitious reverence for Rome. 

THE fovereign pontiff, encouraged ·by this blindrrefs and fubmiffive difpofition 
of the people, advanced every day in his enterprizes on the independance of the 
Engli1h churches. Wilfrid, bilhop of Lindisferne, the fole prelate of theN orth
umbrian kingdom, gave the finifhing ftroke to this fubjection in the eighth cen,. 
tury, by his making an appeal to Rome againft the decifions of an Englifh fy-

ages, they were a!moft all Romans, or, in other words, the antient natives; and .they preferyed th.e 
Roman language and laws, with fome remains of the former civility. But the priefis in the heytarchy, 
after the firft miffionaries, were wholly Saxon, and·almoft as ignprant and barbarous as· the laity. 
They contributed, therefore, little to the improvement of the fociety in knowledge or the arts. 

"' Bede, lib. 3• cap. z6. t Bede, lib. 5· cap. 23. Epiilola Bed:.e ad Egbert. 

;t: Bed:e Epift. ad Egbert. f1 Append. to Bede, numb. 10. ex edit. 1722. SJ?elm, Cone. 
p •. 1.o8, I 09. § Bede, lib. 5. cap. 7. 

G ~ nod~ 
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Chap. I. nod, which had abridged his diocefe by the ereCtion of fome new biihoprics *. 

I 

Agatho~ the Pope, readily embraced this precedent of an appeal to his court; 
and Wilfrid, though the haughtieft and moft luxurious prelate of his.age t, ha.
ving obtain:d with the people the charaCter of fanCl:ity, finally prevailed in the" 
conteft. The great topic, by which he confounded the imaginations of men, 
was, that St. Peter, to whofe cufl:ody the keys of heaven were entrufted, would 
certainly refufe admittance to every one who had been wanting in refpeCl: to his 
fucceifor. This conceit, well calculated for vulgar conceptions, had a powerful. 
operation on the people during feveral ages; and has not even at prefent loft all 
influence in the catholic countries. · 

HAD this abjeCt fuperfl:ition produced general peace and tranquillity, it had 
made fome atonement for the ills attending it ; but, added to the ufual avidity of 
men for powf'r and riches, it engendered frivolous controverfies in theology, 
which were fo much the more fatal, as they admitted not, like the others, of any 
final determination from efl:ablifhed poifeffion. The difputes, excited in Britain,. 
were of the mofl: ridiculous kind, and e'!tirely worthy of thofe ignorant and bar

barous ages. There were fome intricacies, obferved by all the Chrifl:ian church
es, in aJjufting the day of keeping Eafter; which depended on a complicated 
conGderation of the courfe of the fun and moon: And it happened that the _mif
iionaries, who had converted the Scots and Britains, had followed a different ca

lendar from what was obferved at Romein the age when Augufl:ine converted .the· 
Saxons. The priefts alfo of all the Chriftian churches were accuftomed to fhave· 
part of-their head ; but the form given to this tonfure, was different in the for
mer from what was practifed in the latter. The Scots and Britains pleaded the 
antiquity of their ufages : The Romans, and their difciples, the Saxons, infifted 
on the univerfality of theirs. That Eafter muft necdfarily be kept by a rule,, 
which comprehended both the day of the year, and age of the moon, was agreed 
by all ; that the tha~ing of a prieft could not be omitted without the utmofr im
piety, was a point undifputed: But the Romans and Saxons called their anta
gonifl:s fchifmatics ; becaufe they celebrated Eafter on the very day of the full: 
moon in March, if that day fell on a Sunday, inftead of waiting till the Sunday 
following; and becaufe they fhaved their whole forehead from ear to ear, inftead 
of making that tonfure on the crown of the head, and in a circular form. In. 

order to render their antagonifts odious, they affirmed; that once -in feven years. 

they concurred with the J e~s ·in the time of celebrating that fefti val =!= : And that 

• See Appendix to Bede, numb. Ig. Higden. lib. 5· Matth. Weft. p. 124-. Brompton, p. 79·3, 
79+· t Eddins vita Vilfr. § 24, 6o. t. Bede, lib. z. cap. 19. 

they 

·' 
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they might recommend their own form of tonfure, they maintained, that it imi- Chap. E.. 
tated fymbolically the crown of thorns ~orn by our Saviour in his paffion; where-
as the latter was invented by Simon Magus, without any regard to that confide-
ration *. Thefe controverfies had from the beginning excited fuch animality be-
t~een the Britilh and Romiih priefts, that, inftead of concurring in their en~ea-
vours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refufed all communion. together, 

and each regarded his opponent as no better than a Pagan t. 'the difpute lafted 
more than a century; and was at laft finifhed, not by mens perceiving the folly 
of it, which would have been too great an effort for human reafon to accom-
plifh, but by the entire victory of the Romifh ritual over the Scots and Bri-
tiili :j:. Wilfrid, biih )p of Lindisferne, acquired great merit, both with the· 
court of Rome and with all the fouthern Saxons,. by expelling the quartodecima[l;; 
fchifm, as it was called, from the Northumbrian kingdom, into which the neigh
bourhood of the Scots had formerly introd:uced it 11. 

THE0DORE, archbifhop of Canterbmy, called, in the yea'r 68o,. a fynod atr 
Hatfield? confifting of all the bifhops in Britain § ; where was accepted and rati
fied the decree of the Lateran council, fummoned by Martin the firft aga·infl: the 
herefy of the Monothelites. The council and fynod maintained, in oppofition to, 
thefe heretics,. that tho' the divine and the human nature of Chrift made but one· 
perfon ; yet had they ftill differ~nt inclinations, wills, acts, and fentiments, and 
that the unity of the perfon .implied not any unity in the confcioufnefs -f. This; 
opinion it feems fomewhat difficult to comprehend; and no one, unacquainted 
with the ecclefiafl:ical hiftory of thofe ages, could imagine the height of zeal andi 
violence with which it was then inculcated. The decree of the Lateran councib . 
calls the Monothelites impious, execrable, wicked, abominable, and even dia- , 
bolical ; and curfes. and anathematizes them to all eternity * .. 

THE Saxons, from the firft introduction of Chriftianity among them, had ad
mitted the ufe of images; and perhaps, Chriftianity, without fome ofthofe ex-
terior ornaments, had not made fo quick a progrefs with thefe idolaters : But they: 
had not paid any fpecies of worfhip or addrefs to images ; and this abufe never· 
prevailed among Chriftians,. till it received the fanction of the fecond council of 
Nice·. 

• Bede,.lib. 5. cap •. z J. Eddius, § 24 •. 
t Bede, Jib. s .. cap. I6, zz. 
§ Spell. Cone. voL i. p. 1:68. 
a Spell. Cone. vol. i. P.· q z, L7 3•· 17 f,o 

l 

. t Bede, lib •. z. cap. z, 4, zo. Eddius, § IZo. 

II Bcde, lib. 3· cap ZS· Eddiu',. § 12 •. 

+. Spell. Cunc •. vol. i. p •. 171 •. 
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OF ENGLAND. 

C H A P. II. 

The A N G L 0 - S A X 0 N S. 

Egbert-Ethelwo!f-Ethe!bald and Ethelbert--Ethered-
A!fred the Great--Edward the Elder-Athelflan--Edmund 
~Edred-Edwy-Edgar-Edward the Martyr. 

E G B E R T. 

T HE kingdoms of the Heptarchy, tho' united by fo recent a conqueft, 
feemed be ftrongly cemented into one ftate under Egbert; and the in

habitants of the feveral provinces had loft all defire of revolting from that con
queror, or of rell:oring their independant governments. Their language was 
every where nearly the fame; their cuftoms, laws, inftitutions civil and religious; 
and as the race of their antient kings was totally extinCt in all their fubjecred 
ftates, the people readily transferred their allegiance to a prince, who feemed to 
merit it by the fplendor of his victories, the vigour of his adminiftratlon, and 
the fuperior nobility of his birth. An union alfo in government opened to them 
the agreeable profpect of future tranquillity; and it appeared more probable, that 
they would thenceforth become terrible to their neighbours, than be expofed to 
th~ir inroads and devaftations. But thefe flattering views were foon overcall: by 
the appearance of the Danes, who, during fome centuries, kept the Anglo-Saxons 
in perpetual inquietude, committed the moll: barbarous ravages upon them) and 
at lafl: redu_ced them to the moft grievous fervitude. 

THE emperor Charlemagne, tho' naturally generous and humane, had been 
induced by bigotry to exercife great fev~rities againft the pagan Saxons in Ger
many, whom he fuhdued; and befides often ravaging their country by fire and 
fword, he had in cold blood decimated all the inhabitants for their revolts, and 
had obliged them, by the moll: rigorous edicts, to make a feeming compliance 
with the chri11ian dotl:rine. That religion, which had eafily made its way 
among the Britifh Saxons by infinuation and addrefs, appeared fhocking to their 
German brethren, when impofed on them by the violence of Charlemagne; and 
the moft generous and warlike of thefe pagans had fled northward into Jutland, 
in order to efcape the fury of his perfecutions. Meeting there with a people of 
i}rnilar manners, they were readily received among them~ and they foon ftimu-

lat~d 
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Jated the natives to concur in enterprizes, which both promifed revenge on the Chap. Il. 

haughty conquerors, and afforded fubfifrence to thofe numerous· inhabitants, with 
which the northern countries were now overburthened *. They invaded the 
provinces of France, which were expofed by the degeneracy and diifenfions of 
Charlemagne's pofterity; and being known there under t'he general name of Nor-
mans, which they received from their northern fituation, they became the terror 
of all the maritime and even of the inland countries. They were alfo tempted to -
viftt England in their frequent excurfions; and being able by fudden inroads to 
make great progrefs over a people, who were not defended by any naval force, 
who had relaxed their military inftitutions, and who were funk into a fuperftition,. 
which had become odious to the Danes and ancient Saxons, they made no dif-
tinction in their hofi:ilities between the French and Englilh kingdoms. Their 
firfi: appearance in this i.Oand was in the year 78 7 t, when Brithric reigned in 
W effex. A fmall body of them landed in that kingdom, with a view of le~rning 
the fi:ate of the country; and when the magiftrate of the place queftioned them 
concerning the reafon of their enterprize, and cited them to appear before the 
king, and account for their intentions, they killed him, and flying to their fhips, 
efcaped into their own country. The next alarm was given to Northumber-
land in the year 794 ~; when a body of thefe pyrates pillaged a monafi:ery ;· 
but their fhips being much damaged by a fi:orm, and their leader fiain in a ikir-
milh, they were at !aft defeated by the inhabitants, and the remainder of them· 
put to the fword. Five years after Egbert had eftablilhed his monarchy over SJ'<!~ 
England,. the Danes landed in the !fie of Shepey, and having pillaged it, efcaped 
with impunity II· They were not fo fortunate in their next year's enterprize, 
when they difembarked from thirty-five !hips, and were encountered by Egbert,, 
at Charmouth in Dorfetfhire. The battle was bloody; but tho' the Danes loft. 
great numbers, they maintained the/po.ll, which they had taken, and made good 
their retreat to their :!hips§. Having learned by experience that they mufr expect_ 
a vigorous refiftance from this warlike prince, they entered into an alliance with the. 
Britains ofCornwal; and landing two years after in that country,. made an inroad 
with their confederates into the county of Devon; but were met at Hengefdown by 
Egbert, and totally defeated -f.. While England remained in this ftate of inquietude,, 
and defended itfelf more by temporary expedients than by any regular plan of ad
minifi:ration, Egbert, who aione was capable of providing effeCtually againft this 
new evil, unfortunately died;. and lefuhe government to his fon, Ethel wolf. 83~-

"" YpodaNeuftria, p. 414. . t Chron, Sax. p. 64. :j: Chron. Sax. p. 66, A1ur. 
Bever!. p. 108, II Chron. Sax. p. 72. Matth,.Wefr, P•· 1)5• § Chron. Sax. p. 72.. 
Ethelwerd~ l1b, 3• cap. 2.-. Matth. Weft~p. 155.· -1: Chron, Sax. p.72. 
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E T H E L W 0 L F. 
'Chap. II. THIS prince had neither the abilities nor vigour of his father; and was better 

8~8. qual-ified for governing a convent than a kingdom *. He began his reign 
with dividing his dominions, and delivering over to his eldeft fon, Athelftan', the 
new conquered provinces of Effex, Kent and Suffex t. But no inconveniencies 
feem to have arifen from this partition; as the continual terror of the Danifh in-

, vafions prevented all domeflic diffenfion. A fleet of thefe ravagers, confifring 
of thirty-three fail, appeared at Southampton; but were repulfed with great lofs 
by Wolfhere, governor of the neighbouring county :j:. The fame year lEthel
helm, affifted by the inhabitants of Dorfetihire, routed another band which. had 
difembarked at Portfmouth ; but he obtained the victory after a furious en· 
gagement, and he bought it with the iofs of his life' II· Next ye.ar, the Danes 
made .feveral inroads into England ; and fought battles, or rather fkirmilhes, in 
Eaft-Anglia· and Lindefey and Kent; where, tho' they were fometimes repulfed 
and defeated, they always obtained their end of committing fpoil upon the 
country, and carrying off their booty. They avoided coming to a general en
gagement, which was not fuited to their plan of operations. Their veffels were 
fmall, and ran eafily up the creeks and rivers ; where they drew them afhore, and 
having formed an intrenchment aroU'nd them, which they guarded with part of 
their number, they fcattered themfelves every where, and carrying off the inha
bitants, and cattle, and goods, they haftened to their fhips, and fuddenly difap
peared. If the military force of the county was affembled (for there was no time 
for troops to march from a din:ance) the Danes either were able to repulfe them 
and to continue their ravages with impunity, or~they betook themfelves to 
their veffels; and fetting fail, invaqed fuddenly fame diftant quarter, which was 
not prepared for their reception. "Every part of England was held· in continual · 
alarm ; and the inhabitants of one county dared not to give affi~ance to thofe of 

• another, left their own family and property fhould i"n the mean time be expofed 
by their abfence to the fury of thefe barbarous ravagers §. All orders of men 
were involved in this ruin; and the priefts arid monks, who had been commonly 
fpar,·d in the domeftic- quarrels of the Heptarchy, were the chief objects on which 
the D.:~nifh idolaters exercifed their rage and animofiry +· Every feafon of the 
year was d .ngerous; and no man could efl:eem himfelf a moment in fafety, be
cauf:: of the ajfence of the enemy. 

'~~ '.'>/, M·lm. lib. z. cap. 2. t W, Ma!m.lib. 2. cap. z. Ethelwerd, lib. 3· cap. 3• 
:t: ChrJ•,, -~ax. p. 73· E·hdwerd, lib. 3· cap. 3• Ma~th. Weft. p. 155· 

!I l.hron. Sax. p. 73• H. Hunt, Hb. 5• § Matth. Weft. 15?. + Alured Bever!. p. ro8. 

THES.E 
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Tt-rESE incurfions had now become almoft annual; when the Danes, encou
raged by their fucceffes againft France as well as England (for both kingdoms 
were alike expofed to this dreadful calamity) invaded the laft in fo numerous a 
body, as feeme~ to threaten it with univerfal fubjeCI:ion. But the Englifh, more 
military than the Britains, whom,. a few centuries before, they had treated with like 
violence, rouzed themfelves with a vigour proportioned to the exigency. Ceorle, 
governor of Devonfuire, fought a battle with one body of the Danes at Wigan
burgh *, and put them to rout with great fiaughter. King Athe!ftan attacked 
another at fea near Sandwich, funk nine of their fhips, and put the reft to flight t. 
A body of them, however, ventured, for the firft time, to take up winter quar
ters in England; and receiving in the fpring a {hong reinforcement of their 
countrymen in 350 veffels, they advanced from the Iae of Thanet, where they 
had ftationed themfelves ;, burnt the cities of London :J: and Canterbury ; and 
having put to flight Brichtric, who now governed Mercia, under the title of King, 
they marched into the heart of Surrey, and laid every place wafte around them II· 
Ethelwolf, excited by the urgency of the danger, marched againft them, at the 
beAd of the Weft-Saxons; and carrying with him his fecond fon, Ethelbald, 
gave them battle at Okeley, and gained a very bloody viCtory over them §. This 
advantage procured but a fuort refpite to the Englifh. The Danes ftill maintained 
their fett\ement in the Iae of Thanet; and being attacked by Ealher and Huda, 
governors of Kent and Surrey, tho' defeated in the beginning of the aCI:ion,

1 
they 

-finally repulfed the aifailants, and killed both the governors+· They removed 
thence to the lile of Shepey ; where they took up their winter quarters, that 
they might extend farther their devaftation and ravages. 

Tms unfettled ftate of England hindered not Ethel wolf from making a pil· 
grimage to Rome; whither he carried his fourth, and favourite fon, Alfred, then 
only fix years of age *. He paffed there a twelvemonth in exercifes of devotion; 
and failed not in that moil: eiTential part of devotion, liberality to the church of 
Rome. Befides giving prefents to the moft diftingui.fhed ecclefiaftics; he made 
a perpetual grant of three hundred mancufes t a year to that fee ; one third to 
fupport the lamps of St. Peters, another thofe of St. Pauls, and a third to the 

* H. Hunt. lib. 3· Ethel wed, lib. 3· cap. 3· Simeon Dunelm. p. I zo. 
t Chron. Sax. p. 74· Aiferius, p. 2. :j: W. Malm. Lb. 2. cap. 2. 

11 Matth. Weft. p. 157· § Chron. Sax. p. 7i• AJferius, p. 2. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 76. Afi':rius, p 2. Simeon Dun. p. 120 • 

., AJferius, p. z. Chron. Sax. p. 76. H. Hunt. lib. 5· 
t A mancus was about the weight of our prefent half crown: s~e S1 ellm2n's Glo.flary, i11 

verbo, Man, U!o 

VoL. I. H pope 

Chap .. If. 
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Chap. IT. pope hirnfelf *. In his return home, he. married Judith,. daughter to the em-
peror; Ch~rles the Bald t; but on his landing in England, he met with an oppo ... 
:fition, which he little looked for. 

His eldeft fon, Athelftan, being deatl; Ethe1bald, the fecond,. who had af• 
fumed the government, formed, in conjunCt: ion with many of the nobles, the 
project of excluding his father from a thronr, which his weaknefs and fuper
fiition feem to have rendered him fo ill qua11fied to fi11 :j:. The people were di;. 
vided between the two princes ; and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other· 
calamities under which the Engli:lh laboured, appeared unavoidable;. when
Ethelwold had the facility to yield to the greateft part of his fon's pretenfioris 11~ 
He· made With him a partition of the kingdo.m ; ar..d taki~t~g to himfelf the 
eaftern part; which was alway'S at that t'ime ;elleemed the leaft confiderahlt>, .as. 
well as the l'noft expofed §., -he delivered over to Ethelbald the fovereig;nty 
of the weftern. And immediately after, he fummoned the fiates of the whole· 
kingdom, _and with the fame facility, conferred a perpetual and very important. 
donation on the church. 

TPIE ecclefiaftics, in thofe days of ignorance, made v"ery ·rapid advances in ·the 
acquifition of power and grandeur;. and inculcating the inoft -abfur.:l and moft 
interefted doCtrines, tho' they met fometimes, from the contrary interell:s- of the 
laity, with an oppofition, which it required time and add refs· to "'vercome, they 
found no obftacle in their reafon or-und-erftanding. Not cornenr with the dona
tions of land made them by the Saxon princ-es and nobles, and with the temporary 
oblations from the d~votion oft'he people, they had ca'ft a wiihful eye on a va:It 
revenue, which they claimed as belonging to them by a divine,. -rn-defeizable arrd· 
inherent title. However little verfed in the fcripttlres, they had been ab.le to 

difcovet, that the priefts, under the Jewilh law, poffeiled a tenth of all the pro
duce of land ; and forgetting, what they themfelves taught, that the moral part 
only of that Ia w was obligatory on chriftians, they infifted, that this donation 
was a perpetual property, conferred by hea-ven on thofe who officiated at the al
tar. During fume centuries, the whole fcope of fer mons and homilies was di .. 
retted to this purpofe; and one would have imagined, from the general tenor of 
rht fe d&ourfes, that all the praCtical parts of chriftianity were comprehended in 
the exaCt and faithful payment of tythes to the clergy +· Encouraged by their 

* W. Malm. lib. 2. cap 2. t Aiferius, p. 2. Chron. Sax. p. 76. H. Htlnt. lib. 5, 
Ethelwerd, lib. 3 cop. 3· Simeon Dunelm. p. J4.0. 

1 W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 2, II Flor. Wi6orn. p. 583. 
§ Afferius, p. 3· W. Maim, lib. 2. cap. 2. Matth. Weft. p. 158. 
+ Padre Paolo, fopra bene£cii ecdefiaftici, p. 51, 5 z. Edit. Colon. 161.s· 

• fuccefs 
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fuccefs in inculcating thefe doctrines ; they ventured farther than they were war- Chap. JI. 

ranted even by the Levitical Jaw, and pretended to draw the tenth of all induftry, 
merchandize, wages of labourers, and pay of foldiers *; nay, fome canonifts 
went fo far as t'o affirm, that the clergy were entitled to the tythe of the profits, 
made by courtezans in the exercife of their profeffion t. Tho' pariihes had been 
infi:ituted in England by Honorius, archbilhop of Canterbury~ near two centuries . 
before t, the e~clefiafrics had never yet been able to get polfeffion of the tythes ; 
a.nd they therefore feized the prefent favourable opportunity of making that ac
quifition; when a weak, fuperfi:itious prince was on the throne, and when the 
people, difcouraged by their !o!res from the Danes, and terrified with the fear of 
future inval.ions, were fufceptible of any impreffion, which b,ore the appearance 
cf religion. So meritorious was this conceffion deemed by the Engliili, that, truft~ 
ing entirely to fupematural affiftances, they negleCted the ordinary means of 
fAfety _; and agreed, even in the prefent defperate extremity, that the revenue of 
the chur.ch fhoul:d be exempted from aU burthens, tho' impofed for national de-
fence and fecurity II· 

.E T H E L B A L D and E T H E L B E R rr. 

ETHEL W 0 L F lived only two years.after making this grant§; and by his 
will left England fhared between his. two ddeft fons, Ethel bald and Elhel

bert ; the weft lying under the government of the former ; the eaft under that of 
the lat-ter+· Ethelbald was a profligate prince.; and marrying Judith, his me .. 
ther~in~law, .gav:e great offence to the people * ; but moved by the remon.fi:rances 
.of Swirhun, biiho.p of vVinchefter, he was at laft prevailed .on to divorce her. 
His reign was fuort t ; and Ethelbert, his brother, fucceeding to the govern
ment, behaved himfelf, during a five years reign, in a manner more worthy of 
his birth and fiation. The kingdom, however, wai frill infefted by the Danes, 
who made an inroad and facked Winchefter :j:; but· were there defeated.· 
A body alfo, of thefe pirates, who wepe quartered on the iQe of Tha·net, having 
dece.ived the Englifh by a treaty~ unexpectedly broke into Kent, and committed 
great.outrages 11· 

• Spell. Cone. vol. i. p. z68. t Padre Pao!o, · p. IJZ· t Parker, p. 77• 
11 A«erius, .p. 2. Chron. Sax, .P· 76. W. Maim. lib. z. cap. z. · Ethelwerd, lib-3- cap. 3• 

M. Weft. p. 158. Inguif, p. 17. Ann. Bever!. p. g:;. § Chron. Sax. p. 76. Affer. p. 4• 
+ H Hunt. lib. 5· • W. Maim. lib. z. cap. 3· Ingulf, p. 17, 

t Chron. Sax. p. 77· t W. Maim. lib. z. cap. 3• Ethelwer<l, lib . .}. cap. I. 
Ann. Beverl. p. 9'• H Chrpn, Sax. p. 78. 
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E T H E E D. 

ETHELBERT was fucceeded by his brother, Ethered, who, tho' he de~ 
fended himfelf with bravery, enjoyed, during ibis whole reign, no tranquillity 

from thefe Dani1h irruptions. His younger brother, Alfred, feconded him in all -
his enterprizes ; and generou!ly facrificed to the public good all refentment, which 
he might entertain, on account of his being excluded by Ethered fmm a large 
patrimony, which had been Jefc him by his father. 

THE firft landing of the Danes in the reign of Ethered was among the Eaih 
Angles, who, more anxious for their prefent intereft than for the commol'l 
fafety, entered into a feparate treaty with the enemy; and furni1hed them with 
horfes, which enabled them ta make an irruption by land into the kingdom of 
Northumberland*. They there feized the city of York ; and defended it againil: 
Oiliricht, and lEila, two Nonhumbrian princes, who perifhed in the affault t. 
Encouraged by thefe fucceffes, and by the fuperiority, which they had acquired. 
i!1 arms, they now ventured, under the command of Hinguar and Hubba, their. 
chieftains,. to, leav~ the fea-coafr,, and. penetrating into Mercia, they took up 
their winter quarters at Nottingham, where they threatened the kingdom with'·a 
final fubjeEtion. The Mercians applied to Ethered for fuccour in this extremity ; . 
and that prince with his brother, Alfred, .conducting a great army to Nottingham,. 
obliged the enemy to diilodge from this pofi~ and to retreat into Northumber-. 
land$. Their reftlefs difpofition and their avidity for phmder all6wed them not 
to remain long in thefe quarters : They broke into Eaft~Anglia, defeated and took 
prifoner, Edmund, the King of that country, whom they afterwards cruelly. 
murdered in cold blood 11 ; and committing the moft barbarous ravages on tlre 
people, particularly on the monafteries §, they gave the Eaft~Angles great caufe 
to repent of the temporary, relief,. which they had· obtained, by_ affifting the 
common enemy •. 

THE next fl:l:ttion of the Danes was at Reading;· whence they infefted the 
!71· neighbouring country by their incurfions +· The Mercians, defirous of fhaking 

off their dependance on Ethered *, refufed to join him with their forces; and 
that prince, attended by Alfred, was_ obliged to march againft the enemy, with. 

• ATer. p. 5· Chron, Sax. p. 78. Etbelwerd, lib. 4· cap. 1. Simeon Dunelm.- p. 141; 
t Aifer. p. 6. Chron. Sax. p. 79· H. HunJ. Jib. 5• t Ibid. II Affer. P•'4•. 

W, Maim. lib. 2. cap. 3! H. Hunt. lib. 5· Mattb. Weft. p. 164. Alur. Beverl. p. I OZ.: 

; Chron. Sax. p. 8o. Ingulf, p. z.zJ 23. + M, Weft. p. 165• -
~. W. Ma.lmef. lib. z. cap, 3~ 
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rne Wefl:-Saxons alone, his hereditary fubjeCl:s. The Danes being defeated in an Chap. H. 

action, !hut themfelves up in their garrifon; but quickly making thence an irrup-
f.ion, they routed the Weft-Saxons, and raifed the liege. An aCl:ion foon after enfued 
at Afton *, in Berk!hire, where the Englifh, in the beginning of the day, were 
in great danger of a total defeat. Alfred advancing with one divilion of the ar-
my, was furrounded by the enemy in difadvantageous ground; and Ethered, wbQ 
was at that time hearing mafs, refufed to march to his affiftance, till the prayers 
fuould be finithed t :- But as he afterwards obtained the victory, this fuccefs, not 
the danger of Alfred,.. was afcribed by the monks to the piety of that monarch. 
This battle of Afton did not terminate the war : Another battle was a little after 
fought at Baling; where the Danes were more fuccefsful :f: : and being reinforced 
by a new army from their own country, they became every day more terrible to 
the Englifh. Amidft thefe confulions, Ethered died of a wound, which he had 
received in an aCl:ion with the Danes; and left the inheritance of his cares and 
misfortunes, rather than of his gtandeur, to his brother,_ Alfred, who was now 
twenty-two years of age. 

A L F R E D~ 

T H I S prince gave very early prognoftics of thofe great virtues and· fhining s7 R• 

talents, by which, during the moil: difficult times, he faved his country 
from utter ruin and fubverfion. Ethelwolf, his father, the year after his return 
with Alfred from Rome, had again fent the young prince thither with a nume'
rous retinue; and a. report being Jpread of the king's death 11, the Pope, Leo III. 
gave Alfred the royal unCl:ion §-; whether prognofticating his future greatnefs 
from the appearances of his pregnant genius, or willing to pretend~ even in that 
age, to the right of conferring kingdoms. Alfred; on his return home, became 
every day more the objeCt of his' father's moil: tender affeCtions; but being in
dulged in all youthful pleafures, he was much negleCl:ed in his education ; and he 
bad already reached his twelfth year, when he was yet totally ignorant of the 
loweft. elements of literature. His genius was firft rouzed by the recital of Saxon 
poems, in which the QEeen took delight; and -this fpecies of erudition, whiCh 

*' Hearne's notes to Spelman's life of Alfre_~, p. 41. Chron. Sax. p. 81. Etbelwerd, lib. 4· cap. 4· 
t Aifer, PI 7· w. Maim. lib. 2. cap. 3· Flor. Wlgoro. P· s86, 587. Simeon Dunelm_ P· I 2). 

Brompton, p. 8o8. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 205. Alur. Beverl. p. IOZ. 

:j: Aifer, p. 7; Chron. Sax. p. Sr. II Chron. Sax. p. 77· § AlTer. p; z. w. 
Maim. lib. 2, .cap. 2. Ingulf •.. p. 869~ Simeon Dunelm. p~ 120. 139• Abbas Rievd. p. 3S:Z, Ann. 
Rever!, p. 99· 

lS 
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.Cha£), II. is able to make a confiderab~e progrefs even amongO: barbarians, expanded thofe 

noble and elf!vated fentiments, which he had received from nature*. Encou. 
raged by the ~een, and llimulated by his own ardent inclination, he foon 
)earned to read thefe com pofitions ; and proceeded thence to the knowledge of 
the Latin tongue, where he met with authors, that better prompted his heroic 
fpirit, and directed his generous views. Abfo'rbed in thefe elegant purfuits, his 
ttcreffion to royalty was to him rather an ol~etl of regret than of triumph t; but 
teing called to the throne, in preference to his brother's chihllren, as well by the will 
of his father, a circum france which had great authority with the Anglo-Saxons :f:, 
as by the vows of the whole nation and the urgency of public affairs IJ, he !hook 
.off his literary indolence, and exerted himfeif in .the defence of his .people. He 
had fcarce buried his brother, when he w.as obliged to take the field, in or:der to 
.oppofe the Danes, who had feized Wiiton, .a;md were eiXercifing their !Ufua-I ra
vages on the countries amurrd. He marched againfl: tln.e.m with the few tn:>ops, 
which he could affemble t>n a fudden; and giving them battle, gained at firft 
an advantage, but by his .purfuing the vitl:ory too far, the fuper.iority of the ene
my's numbers prevailed, and recovered ~hem the day §. Their lofs, however, 
in the atl:ion was fo conG.derable, that, fearing Alfred would receive daily rein
forcements from his fubjetl:s, they were contented to ftipulate for a fafe retreat, 
and promifed to depart the kingdom. For that purpofe, they were conduB:ed 
to London, and allowed to take up tbeir winter quarters there; but carelefs of 
-their engagements, they immediately fet themfelves to 'the committing fpoil on 
'the neighbouring county. Burrhed, King of Mercia, in whofe territories Lon
,don was fituated, made a new frrpulation with them -!-, and engaged them, by 
.prefents of money, to remove to Lindefey in 'L1ncolnfhire:j:; a countr;y, whic'h 
they had already reduced to ruin and defolation. Finding therefore no objet!: in 
that place, either for their rapine or violence, they fuddenly turned back upon 
Mercia, in a quarter where they expeCted to find it without defence; and fixing 
ttheir ftation at Repton in Derbyfhire *, they laid the whole country defolate, 
with fire and fword. Burrhed, unable to withfl:and an enemy, whom no force 
could refifl:, and no treaties bind, abandoned his kingdom, and flying to Rome, 
a:ook fhelter 'In a cloyfter t. He was brother-in-law to Alfred, and the Jaft who 
bore the title of king in Mercia. 

• Alfer. p. 5· M. Weft. p. 16.7. Flor. Wigorn. p. 587. Sim. Dunelm. p. 122. Lp. Bromp-
ton, p. 814. t Alfer.p. 7· t Alfer. p. 22. Simeon Dun. p. IZI, 

H Simeon Dunelm. p. 127. § AlTer. p. S. Chron. Sax. p. 8z. H. Hunt. lib. r;. Ethel-
werd, lib. 4· cap. 3• .f- Alfer. p. 8. H. Hunt. lib. ~· t M. Weft. p. 168. 

• Afi'er. p. 8. t Alfer. p. 8. Chron. Sax. p. 82. Ethelwer.d, lib. 4· cap. 4· Flor. 
~~gorn. p. 589. Simeon Dunelm. p. 1 27. Ann. Bever I. p. g6. 
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Tru Weft Sa~ons were now the only remaining power in Englimd ; and tho' Chap,-~t:. 
fupported by tlle vigol,lr and· abilities of Alfred, they were unable to fuftain the 
efforts of thof~ rava&!!rs~ who from aU quarters invaded them. A new fwarm of 
Danes came over this year 1,mder three p6nces, Guthrum, Ofcitel,- and An1und * ;\ 

87)-· and having firft joined their countrymen at Repton, they foon found the neceffity; 
of feparating, iri order to provide for their fubfiftance. Part of them, under the · 
.command of Haldene, their chieftain t, ·marched in~o Northumberland, where 
they fixe.d their re!idence :j:; part of them took q!larters at Cambridge !!, from 
whence ..~:hey dillodged i-n -the enfuing fummer, and feized Wereham, in the 
counry: of Dorfet, the very center of Alfred~s dominions §. That prince fo 
ftraitened them in thefe quarters; that they were content to come to a treaty with 
him, and ftipulq.ted to depart. his country +· Alfred~ weB acquainted with their 
ufual perfidy, obliged them to fwear upon ·the holy rdiques to the obfervance of_. 
the .treaty*; not that he expetted they would pay any veneration to the rd-
liques;. but he ·hoped; that, if they -now violated this oath, their impiety would 
infallibly draw down upon them the vengeance of h~aven. But the Danes, little· 
apprehenfive of -this dange-r, fuddenly, ,w~thout feeking for any pretext, fell up--
on Alfred~ army; and hav·ing·put .. itto·rout, marched·weftwa:rd, and took pof-
feffion of Exeter·t. The prin-ce again colleCted new forces; and exerted fuch 
vigour, ·that he fought in one y-ear ,<light battles againft· -the enemy :j:, a-nd re--
duced them to the utmeft extremity. He hearkened however to new pcopo-· 
fals of peace; and was ii:l:t-isfied to fHpula.te with them, that they would fettle· 
fomewhere in England lh and would IJOt .permit the entrance of more ravagers; 
into the kingdom. But while he was expe6tiflg the execution of this treaty, 
,which ~t' feemed the interefl: of the Danes themfelves to fulfil, he heard -thl!t an-
~ther body had landed, and having. collected all the fcattered troops of their coun---
trymen, hau furprifed Chippe.nham, then a confide.r.able town, ancl were- exu.ci~-
ing their ufual ravages all around them §. 

THrs laO: incident qui~;e broke the fpirit of the Saxons, and'reduced.tfl~r3to' 
defpair. Finding that, -after all the- mife.rable havock, which they• had under· 
gone in their perfons and in their pr-operty ; afcer all the vigorous aCtions, which' 
they had exerted in therr own defence ; a new band, -equally greedy of· fpoil and 
fiaughter, had difembarked amon15 them~ they believed themfelves abandoned: 

* H. Hunting. lib. S· t. Chror. S.x. p. 83. t Atfer. p S. Chron. Sax, p. 83,. 
U Alfer. p. 8. Chron. Sax. p. 83. § H. Hunt. lib. 5; M. Well:. p. 168. 
+ Chron. SJx. p. S3. • Aifer. p 8. t A!fer. p. 8. Chro~. Sax. p. 83. H. Hunt.-

Jib. S· Flor. Wigorn. p. 590. t Aifer. p. 8. The Saxon Chronicle, p. 8z. fays nine battles •. 
U Aifer. p 9· Alur. Beved. p. 104. § Alfer. p, 9• H. Hum. lib. 5•-
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t':hap:II. ,by heav.en to deftruB:ion, and delivered over to thofe fwarms of robbers, which 
,the fertile north thus inceffantly poured forth againfl them. Some left their 
.country, and retired into Wales or fled beyond fea: Others fubmitted to the 
,conquerors, in hopes of appealing their fury by a fervile obedience * : And every 
man's attention being now engroff'ed in concern for his own prefervation, no one 
would hearken to the exhortations of the King, who fummoned them to make, 
under his conduCt, one effort more in defence of their prince, their country, and 
.their liberties. Alfred himfelf was obliged to relinquifh the enfigns of his dig
.nity, to difmifs his fervants, and to feek fhelter, in the meanefl: difguifes, from 
the purfuit and fury of his enemies. He concealed himfelf under a peafant's ha
.bit, and lived fometime in the houfe of a neat-herd, who had been entrufl:ed 
with the care of fome of his cows f. There paff'ed here an incident, which has 
been recorded by all the hiftori~ns, and was long preferved by popular tradition ; 
tho' it contains nothing memorable in itfelf, except fo far as every circumO:ance 
js interefting, which attends fo great virtue and dignity, reduced to fuch ddhefs. 
The wife of the neat-herd was ignorant of the condition of her royal gueft ; and 
-obferving him one day bufy by the fire-fide in trimming his bow and arrows, fhe · 
.rlefired him to take care of fome cakes, which were toafting, while !he was em" 
ployed elfewhere in other domeftic affairs. But Alfred, whofe thoughts were 
otherwife engaged, negletl:ed this injuntiion ; and the good woman, on her re
turn, finding her cakes all burnt, rated the King very fevereJy ; and upbraided 
,him, that he always feemed very well pleafed to eat her warm cakes, tho' he 
was thus negligent in toafring them :j:. 

BY degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch of the enemy become more remifs, 
colleCted fome of his retainers, and retired into the center of a bog, formed by 
-the ftagnating waters of the Thone and Parret, in Somerfetfhire. He here 
found two acres of firm ground ; and building a habitation on them, rendered 
:himfelf feet1re by its fortifications, and frill more by the unknown and inacceffible 
roads which led to it, and by the forefrs and moraffest with which it was every 
way environed. This place he called l:Ethelingey., a.r the Iile of Nobles U ; and 
it now bears the name of Athelney. He thence made frequent and unexpected 
'{allies upon the Danes, who often felt the vigour of his arm, but knew not from 
what quarter the blow came. He fublifred himfelf and his followers by the 
plunder which he acquired ; he procured them confolation by revenge ; and 

• Chron. Sax. p. 84. Alured Beverl. p. 105. 
t AfTer. p. 9· M. Wefi:, p. 170. 

,E;thelwerd, lb. 4· cap. 4· :fngulf, p. 26, 

'9 

t AlTer. p. 9· 
·U Chron. Sax. p. 85. W. Malm. lib. z. cap. + 

from 
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"from fri1all fuccefi'es., he opened their minds to hope, that, notvvithfi:anding his Chap. lit. 

prefent misfortunes, more important victories might at length attend his valour·*. 
ALFRED lay here concealed, but not unatl:ive, during a twelvemonth; whett 

the news of a profperous event reached his ears, and called him into the field. 
Hubba, /the Dane, having fpread devaftation, fire, and £laughter, over all Wales, 
had landed i"n Devonfhire from twenty-three veifels, and laid fiege to rhe caO:le 
of Kinwirh, a place fituated near the mouth of the fmall river Tau f. Oddune, 
earl of Devonfhire, with his followers, had taken fhelter there; and being ill 
fupplied wit.h provilions, and even with water, he determined, by fome vigorous 
blow, to prevent the necdfity of fubmitting co the barbarous enemy :j:. He 
made a fudden fally on the Danes before fun-riling; and taking them unpre
pared, he put them to rout, purfued them with great £laughter, killed Hubba 
himfelf, and got poffeffion of the famous R~afen or enchanted frandard, in which 
the Danes put great confidence n. It contained the figure of a raven, which had 
been inwove by the three fifrers of Hinguar and Hubba with many magical in
cantations, an~ which, by its different movements, prognofticated, as the Dane$ 
believed, the good or bad fuccefs of any enterprize §. 

WHEN Alfred obferved this fymptom of fuccefsful refifrance in his fubjeets., 
he left his retreat; but before he would .aifemble them in arms, or urge them to 
any attempt, which, if unfortunate, might, in their prefent defpondency, prove 
fatal, he r€folved, himfelf, to infpeCt the fituation of the enemy, and to judge 
of the probability of fuccefs. For this purpofe, he entered their camp under th~ 
difguife of a harper, and pafi'ed unfufpeCted thro' every quarter. He fo enter· 
tained them with his mufic and facetious humours, that he met with a welcome 
reception ; and was even introduced to· Guthrum, their prince's tent, where he 
remained fome days ..j... He remarked the fupine fecurity of the Danes, .their 
contempt of the EHglifh, their negligence in foraging and plundering, and their 
diifolute wafting of what they gained by rapine and violence. Encouraged by 
thefe favourable appearances, he fecretly fent out his emiffaries to the moft con
fiderable of his fubjetl:s, and fummoned them to a rendezvous, along with their 
,warlike followers, at Brixton, on the borders of Selwood foreft *. The :E:ng- : .; 
lifi1, who had hoped to put an end to their calamities by fervile fubmiffion, now 
found the infolence and rapine of the conqueror more intolerable thaR all their 
paft fatigues and dangers; and at .the appointed day, they joyfully reforted to 

* M. Weft. p. 170. SimeonDunelm. p. 128. t Affer. p. 10. :1: Flor. Wigorn. 590. 
11 Affer. p. 10. Chron. Sax. p. 84-. Abbas Rieval. p. 355· Alured Beverl. p. 105. 

§ Affet. p •. 1o. .+ W .. Malm • .lib.~. cap.4. -~ Chron. Sax. p. 85. 
' : v QL. I. . :I their: 
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their prince. On his appearance before them, they received him· with ffiouts of· 
applaufe *; and cotJld not fatiate their eyes with the fight of this beloved mo
narch, whom they had long regarded as dead, and who now,. with voice and· 
looks expreffing his confidence of fuccefs, called them to liberty and vengeance. 
He inftantly conducted them to Eddington, where the Danes were encamped;..:. 
and taking advantage of his previous knowledge of the place, he direCted. his at
tack againft the moft unguarded quarter of the enemy. The Danes, furprifed 
to fee an army of Engli:O:i, whom they· confldered as totally fubdued, and ftill 

more aftoniilied to hear Alfred was at· their head, made but a faint refiftance, 
notwithftanding their fuperiority. of number;_ and were foon put to flight with 
great £laughter t. The remainder of the routed army, with their. prince, was., 
befieged by Alfred in a fortified place,. to which they fled ; but being reduced to. 
extremity by want and hunger, they had recourfe ·to the demency of the viCtor,-. 
and offered to fubmit on any conditions t· The- King, no lefs generous tha'n , 
brave, gave them their lives ; and even formed a fcheme"for converting them,-, 
from mortal enemies, into faithful fubjeCl:s and confederates. He knew, that 
the kingdoms of Eaft~AngHa and Northumberland were ]eft totally defolate by-
the frequent inroads of. the Danes; and· he now purpofed to re-people them by.' 
fettling there Guthrum and his- followers. He hoped that the new· planters would 
at laft betake themfelves to induftry, when, by reafon of his.refiftance, and the· 
exhaufted condition of the country, .. they could no longer fubfiB: by plunder;· and' 
that they might ferve him as. a ram part againO: any. future incurfions of their· 
countrymen. But qefore he ratified thefe mild conditions with the Danes, he: 
required, that they fhould give him one pledge of their fubmiffion, and of their 
inclination to coalefce with the Englith, by declaring their converfion to Chrifti
anity 1!. Guthrum and his army had no averfion to this .propofal; and; without..· 
much inftrucrion, or argument,. or conference, they were all admitted to bap
tifm. The King anfwered for Guthrum at the fount, ga-ve him th.e name of 
Athelftan,_ and received him as hisc adoptive fon·§. 

T.H:& fuccefs of this expedient feemed to correfpond to A1fred's. hopes: The· 
greater part of the Danes fettled peaceably in their new quarters +: Some fmaller 
bodies . .of the fame nation, which. were difperfed in l\1ercia, were diftribured into, 

* Affer. p. Jo. Chron. Sax. p. 85. Simeon Dunelm. p. 128. AlureJ Beverl. p. 105. Abbaa 
RievaL p. 354· t Affer. p. 1.0. Chron. Sax. p. 8;. Ethelwerd, .hb. 4• cap.4• 

.t: Affer. p: 10. Chron, Sax. p. 8); Alu;·ed Bevel-!. p. 105. . 

II Chron. £.ax. f· 85. § Affer. p. IO\ Chron. Sax, p. 90. 
+ 'Af'er .. !?· 11, Chron,.Sax .. p. 86. Simeon Dtmelm. p. 1 zg. Alured Beverl. p. 106. 
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~he five Cities of Derby; Leicefter, StamfGn;l; ~ipcolnll and NotdnEham, and Chap. rr. 
were thence called the· Fif or :Five-Burge~rs •. The niore turbulent and unquiet 
made an expedition into France, under the command of Haftings * ; and except 
a fhort incurGon of Danes, who failed up the Thames and landed at Fulham, 
but fuddenly retreated to their fhips, on finding the country in a pofture of de-
fence t, Alfred was not for fome years infel.led with the ravages of thefe barba-

rians :j:,. 
THE King employed this interval of tranquillity in reftoring order to the ftate, 

which had been fhaken by fo many violent convulfions, in eftablifhing civil and 
military inftitutions, in compofing the minds of men to induftry and juftice, and 
in providing againft the return of like calamities. He was, more properly than 
his grandfather Egbert, the.fole monarch of the Englilh, (for fo the Saxons were 
now univerfally called) becaufe the kingdom of Mercia was at Jail: incorpo
rated in his ftate, and was governed by Ethelbert, his brother-in-law, who :bore 
the title of earl: And tho' the Danes, who peopled Eaft-Anglia and Northum
berland, were, for fome time, ruled immediately by their own princes, they all 
acknowledge a fubordination to Alfred, and Jubmitted to his fuperior autho
rity. As equail.ty among fu~eil:s is the .great fource of concord, Alfred gave the 
fame laws to the Danes and Englilh, and pm them entirely on the fame footing 
in the adrniniftration both of civil and criminal j,uftice. The fine for the murder 
()f a Dane was the fame with that for the murder of an Englilhman ; the grtat 
fymbol of equality in thofe ages. 

THE King, after rebuilding the ruined cities, particularly London n, which 
had been deftroyed by the Danes in the reign· of Ethel wolf, efi:ablifhed a regular 
militia for the defence of the kingdom. He took care that all his people :thould 
be armed and regiftered ; he affigned them a regular rotation of duty ; he diftri
buted part into the caftles and fortre!fes, which he erected at proper places § ; he 
required another part to take the field on any alarm, and to affemble at ftated places 
of rendezvous; and he lefc a fufficient number at home, who were employed in 
the cultivation of the land, and who afterwards took their turn in miliary fer- · 
vice+· The whole kingdom was like one great garrifon ; and the Danes could 
no fooner appear in one place, than a fu.fficient number was affembled to oppofe 
them, without leaving the other quarters defencelefs or difanned *. 

• W. Maim. lib. 2 •. cap. 4• Ingulf, p. z6. t Chron. Sax. p. 86. Alured Bever!. p. 106. 
t AJTer. p. 11. 11 AJTer. p. 15. Chron.Sax. p.88. M.Weft, p. 171. Simeon 

Dunclm. p. 1 31. Brompton,· p. 812. Alured Bever!. ex edit •. Hearne, p. 106. 
§ AJTer. p. 18. Ingulf, p. 27. + Chron. Sax. p. 92, 93· 
" Spelman's life of Alfred, p. '47· edit. 1709. 
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t:hap. rr. Bu~ Afred, feflfihle that the proper method of oppoling an enemy, who: 
made incurfions- by fea, was to meet them on their own elemcmt, took care to

provide himfelf with a naval power*, which, tho' the mofr natural defence of an. 
iiland, had hitherto been totally negleCted by the Englifb. He encreafed the
ihipping of his kingdom both in number and.force, and trained his fubjects in, 
the practice, as well of failing, as-. of naval aCtion. He diilributed his armed. 
veffels in proper ftations around the iiland, and was fure to meet the Daniih !hip~ 
either before Oi after they had landed their troops, and to pu.rfue them in all 
their incurfions. Tho' the Danes might fuddenly, by furprize, difernbark on.. 
the. coafr, which was generally become defolate by their freq_uent ravages, . they. 
were encountered by the Englilh fleet in their retreat·; and ekaped not, as for
merly; by abandoning their booty, bwt paid; by their total deftrutl:ion, th~ pe-: 
nalty of the ditord~rs which they had committed. 

IN t-his manner, Alfred repelled feveral inroads of thefe pyratical Danes, and .. 
maintained his kingdom, during fome years, in fafety and tranquillity. A flec:ll. 
of a hundred and twenty !hips of war· were- ftationed upon ,the co<!ft-; and being 
provided of warlike engines,. as. well as of expert feamen, both Frifians and Eng-, 
lifh, (for; Alfreil fupplied the defetts of his own fubjeB:s by engaging able foreig)lers . 
in his fervice) maintained a fuperiority abuve thofe, fmaller bands,. with which 

a93• Engraod had been fo often jnfefied t. Bl.lt at lafr Hafl:ings, the famous Danifh 
chieftain, having ravaged all the provinces of France, along the fe.a-coaft or tha. 
rivers of the Loire and Seine, and being obliged to quit that country, more b}{ 

the defolation which .he himfelf had occafioned,: than. by the refiftance of _the. in
habitants, appeared off the co aft. of Kent with a. fleet of 3 30. fail. The greatel 
part -of the -enemy .difembarked in the Rother, and feized the. fort ,of Apuldore. 
Haftins .hi;mfelf, comm<lnding a fleet of eighty fail, .entered the Thames :j:, and 
fortifying Milton in ·K~N; began to fpread his forces over the country, and tQ 
commit th~ moft deftruct;ive ravages~ But Alfred, .on the fidl: ala.rm of this de .. 
fcent, flew. to the defence of, his people, at the- head of a.[elect band of foldiers,. 
whom he always kept about his own perfon lJ-; .and gathering to him the armed 
militia Jrotlil all quar~ers, appeared in the field with a force fuperior to the ene7 

my~·- All ftraggling parties, whom neceffity .or love of_ plunder had drawn to 

a difi:ance from. their. chief .encampment,. were cut off by the Englifh + ; and 
thefe pyrates, infiead of increafing their fpoil, found themftlves cooped up in 

their fortifications*·, and obliged to fubfift by the plunder which they had brought : 

* Aner. p. 9· M. Well:. p. 17'9· t Affer. p. II. Chron. Sax. p. 86, 87. lVI. Wdt. p. 176. 
t Chron. Sax. p. 91, 9~. H.. Hunt."Jib. 5· II Affer. p. 19. 
§ Ch,on. Sax. p. 9z. t Ibid. • F:lur. WigoJn. p. 5S 5• 
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ftom France. Tired of this fituation, which mtlfi: in the end prove ruinous to Chap. II.> 

them, the Danes at Apuldore rofe fuddenly from their encampment, with an in-
tention of marching towards the Thames, and palling over into Effex: But they~. 
efcaped not the vigilance of Alfred, who encountered them at Farnham, put: 
them to rout*, feized al-l their horfes and baggage, and chaced the runaways orr: 
board their fhips, which carried them up the Colne to Merfey in Effex, where> 
they entrenched themfelves, Haftings, ·ar· the fame time, and probably by con-
cert, made a like movement; and deferring Milton, took pofi'effion of Bamflete; 
near rhe ifie of Canvey- in the fame county t; where he haftily threw up fortifi-
cations for his defence·againfl: the rower- of Alfred. 

UNFORTUNATELY for the Englifh, Gothrnm, prince of the Ea!t-Anglian· 
Danes, had died; as had alfo Guthred, whom the King had appointed governor
of the Northumbri,ms; and thefe reftlefs tribes being no longer reftrained by the 
authority of their princes, and being encouraged by the appearance of fo great a~ 
body of their countrymen, broke into rebellion, fhook off the authority of Al
fred, and yielding to their inveterate habits of war and depredation :j:; embarked 
on bJard two. hundred and forty veffels 11, and appeared before Exeter in the wefr
of England. Alfred loft not a momeru in oppofiiig this new enemy. Having 
left fome forces. at London to make head againft Haftings and the other Danes, 
he marched fuddenly to the weft§ ; and falling on the rebels before they were
aware, purfued them to their fhips with great fiaughter. The enemy, failing-. 
r.text to Suffex, began to plunder the country near Chichefter; bm the order; 
which Alfred had every where eftablilhed, fufficed here, without his prefence,' 
for the defence of the place ; and the rebels, meeting with a new repulfe, where
many of them were killed, and fame of their fhips taken .f; were obliged to put 
again to fea, and were difcouraged from attempting any other enterprize. 

MEANWHILE, the Danilli invaders in Eff'ex, having united their force under. 
the command of Hafi:ings, advanced into the inland country~ and made fpoil o£ · 
all around them;· but had foon reafon to repent of their temerity. The Englifu 
army, left in London, affifl:ed by a body of the citizens, auacked the enemy's' 
entrenchments at Bamoete, overpowered the garrifol'l, and having executed great ·. 
flaughter upon· them, carried off the wife and two· fans of Hafl:ings *. Alfred . 
generoufiy f pared thefe captives ; and even refi:ored them· to· Hafiings t, · on -con-,· 
clition that he fhould depart the kingdom. 

* Chron. Sax: p. 93• 
t, Chron. Sax. p. 92. 
-1-. Chron. Sax. p. 96. 
t M. Weft. p. 179··, 

8 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 595· 
II Flor. Wigoro. p. 596. 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 596. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 93· 
§ Chron. Sax. p. 93· H; Huht, ·lio: ~· 

* Cbron. Sax. P>-94· M. Wdl:. ·p. 178. 
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Chap. H. 'BuT tho' the King had thus honourably rid himfelf of this dangerous enemy., 
he had not entirely fubdued or expelled the invaders. The pyratical Danes wil
ling'Iy followed in an excurfion any profperous leader, who gave them hopes of 

·booty, but were not fo eafily engaged to relinquith their enterprize, ·or fubmit to 
return baffled, and without plunder, into their native country. Great numbers 
of them, after Haftings' departure, feized and fortified Shobury at the mouth 
of the Thames; and having left a garrifon there, they coafted along the river, 
tiH they came to Boddington in the county Qf Glocefl:er; where, being reinforced 
by fome Weith, ~hey threw up entrenchments, and prepared for their defence. 
The King here furrounded them with the whole force of his dominions*; and 
as he had now a certain profpect of victory, he refol ved to trufr nothing to chance, 
but "rather to mafter his enemies by famine than affaulc. They 'were reduced to 
fuch extremities, that, having eat their o'wn horfes, and having many of them 
peri:!hed with hunger t, they made a defperate fally upon the Englith ; and tho' 
the greater number fell in the action, a confiderable body made their efcape :j:. 
Thefe roved about for fome time in England, frill purfued by the vigilance of 
Alfred ; they attacked Leicefl:er with fuccefs, defended themfelves in Hartford,. 
and then fled to ~atford; where they were finally broken and fubdued. The 
fmall remains of them either difperfed themfelves among their countrymen in 
Northumberland and Eaft-Anglia [1, or had recourfe again to the fea, where they 
exercifed pyracy, under the command of Sigefert, a Northumbrian. This free
booter, well acquainted with Alfred's naval preparations, had framed veifels of a 
new conftruction, higher and long.er, and fwifrer, than thofe of the Englith: 
But the King foon thowed him his fuperior :fkill, by building veifels frill higher 
and longer, and [ wifter, than thofe. of the N orthumbrians §; and falling upon 
them, while they were exercifing their ravages in the weft, he took twenty of 
their :!hips; and having tried all the prifoners at Winchefter, he hanged them as 
pyrates, and as the common enemies of mankind -1-· 

THE well-timed feverity of rhis execution, together with the excellent pofl:ure 
of defence, eftablif'.ned every where, refrored full tranquillity in England, and 
provided for the future fecurity of the government. The Eaft-Anglian, and 
N orthurnbrian Danes, on the firft appearance of Alfred upon their frontiers~ 
made anew the moft humble fubmiffions to him ; and he thought it pru
dent to take them under his immediate government, without eftablifhing ov~r 
them a viceroy of their own nation*. The Welfh alfo acknowkdged his 

• Chron. Sax. p. 94• 

t Chron. Sax. p. 95• 
Alur. Beverl. p. 107. 
B~:verl, p. 107. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 94· M. Weft• P·'79· Flor. Wigorn. p. 596. 
H Chron. Sax. p. 97· § Chron. Sax. p. 98. H. Hurt, lib. 5· 
+ Chron. Sax. p. 99· H. Hunt, lib. 5• M. Weft. p. 180. Alured 
• Flor. Wigorn. p. 598. 
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authority; and this .great prince had now, by prudence and juflice .and valour, 
eflablifhed his fovereignty over all the fouthern parts of the inand, from the_ 
Englifu: channel to the frontiers of Scotland: When he died in the vigour of· 
his age and the full ftrength of his faculties, after a glorious rdgn of twenty- nine 
years and a half •; in whkh he defervedly attained the appellation. of. Alfred. 
the Great, and the title of Founder of the Englilh. monarchy ... 

THE merit of this prince:, both in private and public life, may with advan
tage be fet in op.pofition to that of any monarch or citizen, which the anna1S::
of any age· or any nation, can prefent to us. He feems indeed to be the com· 
plete model of that perfect character, which, under the denomination of a fage 
or wife man, the philofophers have been fond of delineating, rather as a fiction 
of their imagination, than in hopes of ever feeing it. reduced to practice: So 
happily were all his virtues tempered together ; fo juftly were they blended ; and · 
fo powerfully did each prevent the other from exceeding its proper bounds! · 
He knew how to conciliate the moft enterprizing fpirit with the cooleft modera
tion ; the. moil: obftinate perfeverance with the eafieft flexibility ; . the moft fevere 
juftice with the greateft lenity ; the greateft vigour in command with the greateft 
aff'ability of deportment t ; the higheft capacity and inclination for fcience with 
the moft fhining talents for action. His civil and his military virtues are almoft -
equally the objects of our admiration; excepting only, that the former, being more 
rare among princes, as well as more ufeful, feem chiefly to challenge our applaufe. 
Nature a!fo, as if defiraus, that fo bright a production of- ~er fkillfhould be fet 
in the faireft light, had beftowed on him all bodily accomplifhments, vigour of 
limbs, dignity of fhape and air, and a pleafant, engaging and open counte
nance :J:. Fortune alone, by throwing him into that barbarous age, deprived 
him of hiftorians worthy to tr.anfmit his fame to pofterity ; .. and we with to fee 
him delineated in more lively colours, and with more particular !hokes, that we 
may at leaft perceive fome of thofe fmall fpecks and blemilhes, from. which, as a . 
man, it is impoffible he could be entirely exempted.' 

BuT we fhould give but an imperfect idea of Alfred's merit~ were we to -con
fine our narration to his military exploits, and were not more particular in our. 
account of his intl:itutions for the. execution of juftice, and of his zeal fur the en ... -
couragement of arts and fciences. 

AFTER Alfred had fubdued and fettled or expelled the Danes, he. fdund the 
kingdom in the moft wretched condition ; lying in defolation from the ·ravages 
of thofe barbarians, and thrown into diforders-, whkh wer..: calculated to pera -

• Affir. p. 21. Chron. S~x. p. 99• t A.ffcr. p. I 3, t Afi'er. p. 5· 
petuate,"_ 
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petuate its mifery. Tho' the great armies 6f the Danes were broke, the CGUAtry 
was full of {haggling troops of that nation, who, being accuftomed to live by 
-plunder, were become incapable of induftry, and who, from the natural ferocity 

. of their m"anners, indulged themfelves in the commiffion of violence, even be
·yond what was requifite' to fupply their neceffities. The Englilh themfelves, 
reduced to the moft extreme indigence by thefe continued depredations, had 
ihaken off all bands of government; and thofe who had been plundered to-day, 
:betook themfelves to a like.diforderly life, and from defpair joined next day tbe 
robbers in pi!laging and ruining their fellow-citizens*· Thefe were the evils, 
for which. it was neceffary that the vigilance and atl:ivity of Alfred fhould pro
Nide a remedy. 

THAT he might render the execution of jull:ice ftriCt and regular, he divided 
all 'England into counties ; thefe counties he fubdivided into hundreds; a:1d the 
hundreds into tythings i". Every houfeholder was anfwerable for the behaviour 
of his family, and his f1aves, and even of his guell:s, if they lived above three 
uays in his houfe :j:. Ten neighbouring houfeholders were formed into one 
:.corporation, who, under the name of a tything, decennary, or fribourg, were 
.anfwerable for each other's conduCt, and over whom one perfon, called a tything
man, headbourg, or borfholder, was appointed to prefide. Every man was 
·punifhed as an outlaw, who did not regifter himfelf in fome tythi.ng 11; and no 
man could ·change his habitation, without a warrant and certificate from the 
.~borfholder of the tything, to which he formerly belonged, 

WHeN any perfon in any tything or decennary was guilty of a crime, the 
borfholder was funimoned to anfwer for him; and -if he was not willing to be 
furety for his appearance and his clearing himfelf, the criminal was committed to 
prifon, and there detained till his trial. If· he fled, either before or after find
ing fureties, the borfholder and decennary became liable to enquiry, and were 
expofed to the penalties of law §. Thirty·one days were allowed them for 
producing the criminal ; and if that time elapfed without their being able to find 
him, the bor!holder, with two other members of the decennar;r, was obliged to 
appear, and together with three chief members of the three neighbouring decen
naries (making twelve in all) to fw~ar that his decennary was free from all privity 
both of the crime committed, and of the efcape of the criminal. ·If the barf
holder could not find fuch a number to anfwer for their innocence, the decennary 
was compelled by fine to make f<ltisfaCl:ion to the King, according .to the degree 

. .,. .w. Maim. lib. 2. cap. 4• M. Weft. p. 177. t W. Maim. lib. 2. cap. 4• Ingulf; 
?Y· zS. Brompton, p. 818. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. zz. t Leg. St. Edw. cap. 27• 
· Jl Ingulf, p .. z8,. § W. Mq.lm. lib. f.· cap. 4• 
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'Of ehe' crime*· By this inftitution every man was obliged from his own intereft -Chap. U., 
'to keep a watchful eye over the conduct of his neighbours ; and was in a manner 
-furety for-the hehaviom of thofe who were placed under the divifion, to which he 
'belonged : Whence thefe decennaries received· the name of frank-pledges. 

SucH a regular diftribution of the people, and fuch a ftritl: confinement in their 
.hapitation, may not be necdfary in times, when men are more enured to obe
dience and juftice, and might perhaps be regarded as deftruCtiv<:: of liberty and 
-commerce in a polifhed ftate; but were well calculated to reduce thefe fierce and 
licentious people under the falutary refiraint of law and government. But Alfred 
took care to temper thefe rigqrs by other .inflitutions favourable to the freedom 
and. fecurity of the citizens ;, and nothing could be more popular and liberal than 
his plan for the adminiftration of ju~ice. The borfbolder fummoned together his 
·whole decennary to affift him in deciding any leifer differences, which occurred a. 
mong the members of this fmall community. In affairs ·of greater mo'rnent, in 
appeals from th~ decennary, or in controverfies arifing between members ·of diffe-
~rent decennaries, the caufe was brought before the hundred, which confifted of 
ten decennaries, or a hundreg families of freemen, and which was -regularly aL 
·fembled once in four weeks, for the deciding of caufes t. Their method of deci
fion deferves to be noted"; as being the origin of juries; an inftitution, admirable. 
·in itfelf, and the beft calculated.for the prefervation of liberty and the adminifira
tion of juftice, that ever was devifed by the wit of man. Twelve freeholders 
were chofen ; who having fwom, together with the hundreder or prefiding magi~ 

.. ihate of that divifion, to adminifferimpartial juftice j:, proceeded to the examina
tion of that caufe, which was fubmitted to their jurifdiction. And befide thefe 
monthly meetings of the hundred, there was an annual meeting, appointed for a 
more general infpetl:ion of the police of the difiritl:.; the enquiry into crimes, the 
correCtion of abufes in magiftrates, and the obliging every perfon to fhew the de-
-cennary in which he was regiftered. The .peoplt>, in imitation of their ancefl:ors, 
cthe antient Germans, affembled there in arms.; whence a hundred was fometimes 
called a wapentake, and its court ferved both for the fupport of military difcipline, 
and for ·the adminifiration of civil juftice II· 

THE next fuperior court to that of the hundred was the county-court, which 
met twice a year after Michaelmas and Eafter, and confified of all the freeholders 
of the county, who poffeifed an equal vote in the decifion of caufes. The 

* Leges St. Edw. cap. zo. apud Wilkins, p. zoz. t Leg. St. Edw. cap. z. 
t Fredus Alfred, and Gothurn, apud Wilkins, cap. 3• p. 4i• Leg. Ethelfl:ani, cap. 2. apud 

'Wilkins, p. 58. L L. Ethelr. § 4· Wilkins, p. 11 7• II Spellman in voce Wapentakr, . 
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biihop prefided in this court"' together with the alderman, and the proper ofk, 
jeet of the court w.as the receiving appeals from the hundreds and 'decennaries,: 
and the deciding fuch controyerfies as arofe betwt:en men of different.huodreds";..; 
Formerly, the alderman poffeifed both the civil and military.author.ity ; but AI-r 
fred, fenfible that this coalition of powers rendered the nobility dangerous and irid 
dependant, appointed alfo a fhe.r:iff in each·- county, who enjoyed a co~ordinate.: 
authority with the former in the judiciai·funcHon *. His office alfo empowered~ 
him to guard the rights of the crown in the -county; a-nd to levy the fines irnpofed M 

which in that age formed ·no contemptibt~ part of ,the.public revenue •. 

THERE lay an appeal, in default of j~fiice, from all thefe courts to the King;
himfelf in council-; and as the people, fenfible .of the equity __ and great talents, of: 
Alfred, placed their chief· confidence in him, he -was foon over-whelmed with~ 
appeals from all parts of England.. He was indefatigable in the difpatch of thefe · 
caufes t; hut finding that his .. time muft· be entirely engroffed by this branch of · 
duty, he refolved ··to ·ohvia~e- the inconvenience,. by cortetHng the ignorance or" 
corrupt~ on of the inferior ·magift:rates, from which it arofe t,: He toolcc;lre -to 
have his nobility in{hutted- in lett~rs and the Jaws II :- he chofe · the ear is and·< 
.fheriff~ from among the men moft ·celebrated for probjty _and knowledge : He~ 
pt;mithe(l, feverely all malverfation in office § ~ And he rem-oved all the earls,. 
whom he foqnd unequal to the truft + ; allowing only fotne of the moft e1derly 
to ferve by a depute, till their, death ihoulc\. make_ room_ for m.ore_ worthy~. 
fucceifors. 

THE better to guide the_. magiftrates in' the adminifttation of juftice, Alfred 
-framed a body of laws ; which, tho' now loft, ferved long as the bafis of Eng- 1 

li!h jurifpwdence, and is generally efteemed the origin of what is denominated' ' 
t,he coMMON LAW-. He app~inted reg~1lar meftings. of the ftates of England. 
twice a year in London*'; a city which he himfelf had repaired and beautified, and · 
which he thus. rendered the .capital. of the . kingdom.. The fimilarity_ of many of 
thefe inftitutions todhe cufioms of the antient Germans, to the praCtice of the 
other northern conquerors, and to the Saxon Jaws during the Heptarchy, pre
vents us from regarding AMred as the fok author of this plan of government ;_ana· 
leads Us rather to think, that, like a wife man, he contented himfelf with reb 
forming, extending, and executing the inftitutions; which he found previoufly 
dhb!i!hed. But on the whole, fuch fuccefs attended his legiOarion, that every 
thing bore fuddenly a new face in England :- Robberies and iniquities of all kinds-· 

* In gulf. p. 870. t AlTer. p. zo. t AlTer. p. 18. 2 h Flor. Wigorn. p. 594• 
Abbas Rieval, p. 355· j) Flor. Wigoro. p. 594· Brompton, p. Sq. 

§ Le Mirroir des J ufiice:>, chap. z.. {- Alfer. p. zo.. ~ Mirroir de; J ,Jilices. 
were 
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"Were repreired by the punifhment or reformation of the criminals* : And fo Clia:p. H. 
'exaCt was the general police, that Alfred, it is faid, hung up, by way of bra-
vado, golden bracelets near the high-ways ; and no man dared to touch then t. 
Yet amidft thefe rigors of juftice, this great prince preferved the moll facred re-
gard to the liberty of his people ; and it is a memorable fentiment preferved in 
his will, that it was juft the Englifh fhould for ever remain as tree as their own 
thoughts :j:. 

As 'gOOd morals and knowledge are almofl: infeparable, in every age, tho' not 
in every individual ; the care of Alfred for the encouragement of learning among 
his fubjeB:s was another ufeful branch of his legiGation, and tended to reform the 
Englifh from their former diffolute and barbarous manners : But the King was 
guided in this purfuit lefs by political views, than by his natural bent and pro
peniity towards letters. When he came to the throne, he found the Englifh 
funk into the groifeft ignorance and barbarifm, proceeding from the continued 
diforders in the government and from the ravages of the Danes: The monafteries 
were deftroyed, the monks butchered or difperfed, their libraries burnt ; and 
thus the only feats of erudition in thofe ages were totally fubverted 11. Alfred 
himfelf complains, that on his acceffion he knew not one perfon, fouth of the 
Thames, who could fo much as interpret the Latin fervice ; and very few in the 
northern parts, who had reached even that pitch of erudition §. But this prince 
invited over the moft celebrated fcholars from all parts of Europe+ ; he efia
blifhed fchools every where for the inftruB:ion of his people; he fouhded, or at 
leaft repaired* the univ-erfity of OxforJ, and endowed it with many privileges, 
revenues and immunities; he enjoined by law all freeholders poffeffed of two 
hydes t of land or more to fend their children to fchool for their inftrutl:ion t; 
he gave preferment both in church and ftate to fuch only as had made fome pro .. 
ficiency in knowledge ll : And by all thefe expedients he had the pleafure, before 
his death, to fee a great change on the face of affairs, and in a work of his, whi"h 
is ftill extant, he congratulates himfdf on the progrefs, which learning, under hi~ 
patronage, had already made in England +· 

BuT the moft effectual expedient, employed by Alfred, for the encouragement 
of learning, was his own example, and the conftant affiduity, with which 1 not-

• Ingulf. p. z;. .t W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 4· M. Weft. p. 177. Brorn~ton, p. 8dL 
t Afier. p. 24. lJ AlTer. p. 18. § Aifer. p. 25. .J- M. Weft. p. 167. 

Chron. Abb. de St. Petri de Burgo, p. 21. * Aifer. p. 16, Anglia Sacra, vol, i. p. 207. 

t A hyde contained land fufficient to employ one plough. See H.Huntir.g.lib. 6. in A. D. 1008. 

Anna~. vVaverl. in A. D. 1083. Gervafe of Tilbury fays it commonly contained about too acre~ • 
. t Abbas Rie\·allenfis, apud Spel. fl W. Malm, lib. z. cap. 4· + Aifer. p. z6, 27. 

T{ 2 withftanding 
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Chap. II. withftanding the multitude and urgency of his affairs, he employed himfelfin the· 
purfuits o£ knowledge. He ufually divided his time into· three equal portions ;: 
one was employed in fieep, and the refeetion·of his body by diet and exercife ;. 
another in the difpatch of bufinefs ; a third in ftudy and devotion : And that he· 
might more exaCtly meafure the hours, he made ufe of burning tapers of equal 
lengths, which he fixed in lanthorns * ; an expedient. fuited to that rude age, 
when the geometry of dialling and the mechanifm of clocks and watches were 
totally unknown. And by fuch a regular difl:ribution of his time, tho' he often· 
laboured Ul}der great bodily infirmities t-, this martial hero; who fought, in per-· 
fon fifcy-Hx battles by fea and land :f;, was able, during a life of no extraordinary: 

length, to acquire more knowledge, and even to compofe more books, than 
moft fl:udious men, tho' bleft with the greateft leifure and application, have,. in 
more fortunate ages, made· the objeCt of their uninterrupted induftry: 

SENSIBLE, that the people, at all times, efpecially, when their underftandings 
are obfl:rueted by ignorance and bad education, are not much fufceptible of fpe
culative inHruetion, Alfred endeavoured to convey his· morality by apologues,. 
parables, ftories, apophthegms, couched in poetry ; and befides propagating· · 
among his fubjeets, former compofitions of that kind, which he found in the 
Saxon tongue 11, he exercifed his vein in inventing works of a like nature §, as well~ 
3;S in tranfiating from the Greek, the elegant fables. of .lEfop. He alfo gave Saxon. 
tranfiations of Orofius's and Bede's hiftories ; and of Boethius concerning the· 
(Onfolation of philofophy +· And he deemed it nowife derogatory from his othei 
great chara.tl:ers of fovereign, legiflator, warrior, and politician, thus to lead thee
way to his people in the purfuits of literature. 

MEANWHILE, this prince was not negligent in encouraging the vulgar- and' 
IJ;leChanical arts, which have a more fenfibJe, tho' not a clofer connexion with· 
the interefls of fociety. He invited, from aU quarters, induflrious foreigners to.· 
re-people his country, which had been laid defolate by the ravages of the Danes* •. 
He introduced and encouraged manufaCtures of allkinds; and no inventor or 
improver of any ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded t. He prompted 
men of aCtivity to betake themfelves to navigation, to puih commerce into the 

• A[er. p .. zo. W. Maim. lib. z. cap. 4· Ingulf. F· 870. Flor. Wigorn. p. 59+· Chron. Abb •. 
St. Pe.tri de Burgo, p. zz, Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. zo3. 

t Afi'er. P·4· tz, 13. 17. M. Weft. p. •67. Flor. Wigorn. P·588. 
t W. Maim. lib 4· cap. 4· 11 Afi'er. p. 1 3• Flor. Wigorn. 59-8. 
§ Spelman, p. 124. Abbas Rieval. P· 355· Ann. Beverl. p. 96. 
+ W. Malm. lib. z. cap. 4· Brompton, p. 814. • Afi'er. p. :1.3. Flor. Wigorn. p. 588. 

t Aifer. P·· ~o. 

n10ft 
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moft diftant countries, and to acquire riches by propagating induftry among their Chap. IT. 

fellow citizens. He fet apart a feventh part of his own revenue for the main-
taining a number of workmen, whom he conftantly employed in rebuilding his 
ruined cities, c'aftles, palaces, and monafteries * ~ Even the elegancies of life 
were brought to him from the Mediterranean and the Indies t; and his fubjetls, 
by feeing thefe productions of the peaceful arts, were taught to refpect the virtues 
of juftice and induftry, from which alone they could arife. Both living and dead,. 
Alfred was regarded, by foreigners no lefs than his own fubjetl:s, as the greateft· 
prince afcer Charlemagne \fho had appeared in Europe during feveral ages, and 
as one of the wifeft and beft who had ever adorned the annals of any nation. 

ALFRED had, by his wife, Ethelfwitha,. the daughter of a Mercian earl, three 
fons and three daughters. The eldefi fon, Edmund, died without iffue, in his 
father's lifetime. The_ third, Ethel ward, inherited his father's paffion for letters, 
and lived a private life. The fecond, Edward, fLlcceeded to his power;. and 
paffes by the appellation of Edward the Elder, being the firft of that name who 
f~t on the Englifh throne. 

E D W A R D tHe Elder. 

T HI~· prince, who equalled his father in military talents, tho' inferior to him gor "'' 

in knowledge and erudition :j:, found immediately, on his acceffion, a fpe
cimen of that turbulent life, which attended all princes, and even all individuals, 
in an· age when men, lefs reftrained by juftice or law, and ]efs occupied by in
duftry, had no other aliment for their inquietude, but wars-, infurreB:ions, con~ 
VLllfions, rapine,. and depredation. Ethelwald, his coufin-getman, fon to King 
Ethelbert, the elder brother of Alfred, infifted on his preferable right to the 
throne 11 ; and arming his partizans, took poffeffion of 'Vinburne, where he 
:feemed determined to defend himfelf to the laft extremity, and to await the iffue 
of his pretenfions §. But when the King approached the town with a great ar- · 
my, Ethelwald,. having the profpeB: of certain deftruftion, made his efcape, and 
fled firft into Normandy, and thence into Northumberland+; where he hoped, 
that the pe?ple, who had been recently fubdued by Alfred, and who were impa
tient of peace, would, on the intelligence of that great prince's death, feize the· 
firft pretence or opportunity of rebellion, The event did not difappoint his ex,;,. 

* A/fer. p. zo. W. Malm. lib. 2. cap. 4• Flor. Wigorn. p. 594· t W, M1lm. Lb. z .. cap 4,. 
:): W. Malmef. lib. 2, cap. 5• Hoveden, p. 421. II Chron. Sax. p. 99, 100. 

§ C1uon, Sax. p. too. H. Hunting. lib .. 5· p. 352. + Brompton, p. 832. 

8 petl:ations : 



. H I ;'S T 0 ~ R ·;y · o F E N G L A N -·o. 

, petl:ations : The N orthumbrians declared for hint·* ; and Ethelwald, having thw~ 
,·conneEted his interefl: with the Dani!h tribes, made an excurfion beyond fea, and 
'collecting a body of thefe'free-booters, he excited the hopes of all thofe who had 

;. been accufl:omed to fubfifl: by rapine and violence t. The Eafl:-Anglian Danes 
,joined his party: The Five:burgers, who were feared in the heart of Mercia, 
·began to put· themfel ves in motion ; and the Eng Iilli found that they were again 
. menaced with thofe convulfions, from which the valour and policy of Alfred had 
fo lately redeemed them. The rebels, headed by Ethelwald, made an incurfion 
into the counties of Glocefter, Oxford, and vVilts ; and having exercifed their 

·ravages in thefe places, they retired with their booty, before the King, who had 
aiTembled'his anriy, was able to approach them. Edward, however, who was 
determined that his preparations fhould not be fruitlefs, conducted his forces into 
.Eaft-Anglia, and retaliated the injuries which the inhabitants had committed, by 
fpreading the like devafl:ation among them t. Being fatiated with revenge, and 
loaded with booty, he gave orders to retire : But the authority of thefe antient 
Kings, which was feeble in peace, was not much better obeyed in the field ; and 
the Kentifh men, greedy of more fpoil, ventured, contrary to repeated ~rders, 
to fray behind him, and to take up their quarters in Bury II· This difobedience 
proved in the iiTue fortunate to Edward. The Danes aiTaulted the Kentilh men; 
but met with fo .ftout a refifrance, that,_ tho' they gained the field of battle, they 
bought that advantage by the lofs of their braveft leaders, and among the reft, 
by that of Ethelwald, who perithed in the aCtion§. The King, freed from the 
fear of fo dangerous .a competitor, made peace on advantageous terms with the 
Eail-Angles -1-· 

IN order to reftore England to fuch a ftate of tranquillity as it was then capable 
of attaining, nought was wanting bu~ the fubjection of the Northumbrians, who, 
affifted by the fcattered Danes in Mercia, continually infefted the bowels of the 
kingdom. Edward, in order to divert the force of thefe enemies, prepared a 
Beet to attack them by fea; hoping, that when his forces appeared off their 
coaft, they mufl: at leaft remain at home, and provide for their own d-efence *. 
But the Northumbrians were lefs anxious to fecure their own property than greedy 
to commit fpoil on their enemy; and concluding, that the chief force of the 
Engli!h was embarked in the fleet, they thought the opportunity favourable, and 

"' Chron. Sax. p. Ioo. H. Hunting. lib. 5· F· 35z. t Chron. Sax. p. Ioo. Ch~on. 
Abb. St. Petri de B:.1rgo, p. q. t H. Hunting. lib. 5· p. 352. Brompton, p. 83z. 

-H Chron. Sax. p. Ioi. H. Hunting. lib. 5· p. 35z. § Chron. Sax. p. 1or. Brompton, 
J? 83z. + Chron. Sax. p. 1oz. Brompton, _p. 83z, Matth. Wct1;. p. 18r. 

* B. Hunfng. lib. 5. p. 3 sz. 
entered 
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entered Edward,s territories with all their forces*. The King, who was prepared 
againft this event, .attackkd them on their rettHn at' Tetenhall. in the county of 
Stafford, put them to rour, recovered all the booty, and purfued them with great·< 
tlaughter into their own country t; 

Ai.L the reft .c;>f Edward's reign was a fcene of continued and fuccefsfu!.action 
againft the Northumbrians, the Eaft,Angles,. the Five- Burgers, and the foreign 
Danes,~ who invaded him from Normandy and Britanny :j:., He was as p1ovidenc. 
in putting his kingdom in a poftJJre of defence, as vigorous in aff.aulting the ene• 
my II·. He fortified the towns of Chefter, Eddefbury, \Varwic, Cherbury,,_ 
BL1ckingham, Towcefrer, Maldon, Huntingc:lon, and Colchefrer. He fought 
two great battles at TemsfGrd aHd Maldon §. He reduced Thurketill, a great 
Danilh chieftain, _and oblig~d him to retire with his fnllowers into France, in . 
qqeft of fpoil and adventures+· He fubdued the Eait-Angles, and forced them 
to fwear allegiance to him: He expelled the two ri.val princes of Northumberland,, 
Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired, for the prefent, the dominion of that pro
vince: Several tribes of the Britains were fubjt>_Ci:ed by hi,n-; and even the Scots," 
who, during __ the reign of Eg~err, had,, lmde:r. the conduct. of Kenneth, .their. 
King, encreafed their. p9wer, by the final fubjection of the Pitts, were however. 
obliged to give him marks of fu.bmiffion *;' In .all thefe fortunate atchievements, 
he was affifted by the activity and prudence ofhis fifter Ethelfled~ who was wi
dow to Ethelbert,. earl. of Mercia, .and who, afteJ; her hutband's death, retained 
the g~v.ernment .of that province t. This princefs, who had been reduced to 
extremity in child-bed, refufed afterwards all commerce with her hufuand ; not 
frbm any weak ftlperftition, .as was common in that age, but becaufe !he deem
ed all domefric occupations unworthy of her mafculine and ambitious fpirit :1:•. 
Sne died btfore her brother 11; and Edward,·· during the remainder of his reign,~ 
took upon himfelf the immediate government of Mercia, which before had been iri 
a great meafure independant of the crown§. The Saxon Chronicle fixes the death. 
of'this ·prince in 925 J. : His kingqom devolved to Athelftan, his natural 

fan~· 

* o.r·on •. Sax. P· IOZ. FJor. Wigorn, P· 599· t Hoveden, ·p. 4ZI. H. Hunting. lib. s: 
P.~· 352• :1: Chron. Sax. p. 105. Brompton, p. 833· U W. M,Im. lib. 2. cap. 5· 
Hoveden,_p. 421. § Chron. Sax. p. 108. Flor. Wigmn. p. 6o1. + Chron. Sax. p. 106, 

*' Chron. Sax. p •. 110. Hoveden, p. 421. t H. Hun~mg. lib. 5· F, 353· 
:t W;' Ma1mef. lib. 2. cap. 5· Matth, '.Vefi. p. 18z. InguJC, p. zS. Risden, p. 26~. 
U.Ch·nn Sax. p. 109. § Chron. Sax. p. 110. Brompton, p. 831. + p. IIO. 
~._W;.Mall;nef. lib. z .. cap. 6. , Bro.mpton, p. 831. Matth. Well:, F· 180. 
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A T H E L S T A N. 

"j" HE ftain in this prince's birth was -not., in thofe times, deemed fo con
fiderable as .to exclude him from the throne; and Athelftan, being of an 

;age, as well as of a capacity, fitted for government, obtained the preference to 
Edward's younger .children, who, tho' ·legitimate, were of too tender years to 

·rule a nation fo much eKpofed both to foreign invafion and to domefl:ic convul
fions. Some difcontents, however, prevailed on his acceffion ; and Alfred, a 
nobleman of confiderable power, was thence encouraged to enter into a confpi
racy againtl: him. This event is related by hifl::orians with circumftances, whicn 
1:he reader, according to the degree of credit he is difpofed to give them, may impute, 
either to rhe invention of monks, who forged them, or to their artifice, who found 
means to make them real. Alfred, it is faid, being feized upon fhong fufpicions, 
but without any certain proof, firmly denied the conlpiracy irn.puted to him; and 
in order to juftify himfelf, he offered to f.wear to his innocence before the- Pope~ 
whole perfon, it was fuppofed, contained fuch fuperior fanCl:ity, that no one 
could prefume to give a falfe oath in his pretence, and yet hope to efcape the 
immediate vengeance of >Heaven. The King accepted of the condition, and Al
fred was conduCted to Rome ; where, either confcious of his innocence, or ne
gleCting the fuperfrition, to which he appealed, he ventured to make the oath re· 
quired of him, before John, who then filled the papal chair. But no fooner had 
he pronounced the fatal words, than 'he fell into convulfions, of which in three 
days after he expired. The King, as if the guilt of the confpirator were now· 
fully afcertained, confifcated his eftate, and made a prefent of it to the monaftery 
of Malmdbury * ; fecure now that no doubts would ever thenceforth be enter
tained concerning the juftice of his proceedings. 

THE dominion of Athelftan was no fooner eftablifhed over his Englifh fub
jeCl:s, than he endeavoured to give fecurity to the government, by providing 
againft the infurreCl:ions of the Danes, which had created fo much difl::urbance to 
his predeceffors. He marched into N onhumberland ; and finding, that the in
habitants ~~ore with impatience the Englifh yoke, he thought it prudent to give 
'5ithric, a Danifh nobleman, the title of King, and to attach him to his interefts., 
by marrying him to his fifter, Editha t. But this policy proved by accident 
·the fource of very dangerous confequences. Sithric died in a twelvemonth afttT; 
.and his two fens by a former marriage, Anlaf and Godfrid~ founding pretenfions 
.JOn their father's elevation, affumed the fovereignty., without waiting for Athel-

* W. M·lmef. lib. z. cap. 6. Spdl. Cone. F· 4-07. 
~· Alured Bever~. F· 109. W. Malmef~ lib. 2. cap. 6. Hoveden, p. 422. 
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ftan's confent. They were foon expelled by the power of that monarch ; and the . Chap. II. 

former took fhelter in Ireland, as the latter did in Scotland* ; where he received, 
during fome time, proteCtion from Conftantine, who then enjoyed the crown of 
that kingdom. The Scottifh prince, however, continually folicited, and even 
menaced, by Athelftan, at !aft promifed to deliver up his gueft; but f::cretly de-
tefting this treachery, he gave Godfrid warning to make his efcape t ; and that 
fugitive, after fubfifting by pyracy for fame years, freed the King, by his death, 
from any farther anxiety. Athelftan, refenting Conftantine's behaviour, entered 
Scotland"'with a great army ; and ravaging the country with impunity :j:, he re-
duced the Scots to fuch diftrefs, that their King was content to preferve his 
crown, by n1aking the moft humble fubmiffions to the enemy. The Englifh 
hiftorians affert 11, that Conftantine did homage to A thelftan for his whole 
kingd9m ; and they add, that the latter pri_nce, being urged by his courtiers to 
pufh the prefent favourable opportunity, and entirely ~1bdue Scotland, replied, 
that it was more glorious to confer than conquer kingdoms §. But thofe annals, 
fo uncertain and· imperfect in themfelves, Jofe all credit, when national prepo!fef-
fions and animofities have/ place : And on that account, the Scots hif.to'ftans, who, 
without having any more knowledge of the matter, ftrenuoufly deny the fact, 
feem more worthy of belief. 

CoNSTANTINE, whether he owed the retaining his crown to the moderJtion of 
Athelftan, who was unwilling to employ all his advantages againfl: him, or to 
the policy of that monarch, who efteemed the humiliation of an enemy a great-~r 
acquifition than the fubjettion of a difcoritented and mutinous people, thought che 
behaviour of the Englilh more an object of refentment than of gratitude. He 
entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, w~o had collected a great body , f banith 
pyrates, whori'l he found hovering in the Irifh feas; and with fome Welfh prin
ces, who were terrified with the growing power of Athelftan: And all rhtfe ·al
lies made by concert an irruption with a great army into England. At!Jelttan, 
collecting his forces, met the enemy near Brunfbury in N orrhumberla11d, a1,d de
feated them in a general engagement -f.. This viCtory was chiefly afcribeJ ro the 
valour of Turketul, the Englifh chancellor : For in thofe turbulent ages, no one 

• W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 6. t Ibid. 
t Chron. Sax. p. I 1 I. Hoveden, p. 422. H. Hunting. lib. 5· p. 354· II Hoveden, p. 4~2. 
§ W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 6. Brompton, p. 838. Higden, p. z6z. Anglia Sacra. vol. 1. o. z1 z •. 
+ Chron. Sax. p. 112, I 13. W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 6. Ethelwerd, cap. 5· H. HuntirJg lib. 5· 

p. 354· Olberne, p. So. · Brompton, p. 839· Flor. Wigorn, p. 6o3. Matth. Weft. p. 186. 
Jngulf, p. 37.· 

VoL. I. L was 
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Chap. n. was fo much occupied in dvil emJ?loyments, as wholly to lar afide the military: 
character * .. 

TaERE is a cir.cumftance, not unworthy of notice,. which hill:orians relate_ with 
r-egard to the tranfaCl:ions of this war. Anlaf, on the. appr.oach of the Englifh 
army, thought, that he could not venture too much to enfure a fortunate event;.. 
and employing the artifice formerly praftifed by Alfred againft the- Danes, he 
entered the enemy's camp in the habit of a minfirel... The ftratagem was for the 
prefent attended with a like fuccefs. He gave fuch fatisfaetion to. the foldiersSl·· 
who flocked about him:t that they introduced him to the King's tent; and An
laf, having played before that prince and his nobles during their repaft, was dif
miffed with a handfome reward. His pr.udence kept him from refufing the pre~ 
fent; but his pride determined him,_ on his departure, .. to bury it, while he fan-
cied that he was unefpied by all the world.. But a. foldier in Athelftan's camp, .. 
who had formerly ferved under Anlaf; had been il:ruck with fome fufpicion on 
the firft appearance of the minftrel ;., and was engaged by curiofity to obferve all· 
his motions. He regarded this laft action as a full proof of AnlaPs difguife ;... 
and he immediately carried the intelligence to Athelll:an, who blamed him for not 
fooner giving him information, that he might have feized his enemy. But the 
foldier told him, that as he had formerly fworn fealty to Anlaf, he could never 
hav.e pardoned himfelf the treachery of betraying and ruining his antient mafter ;. 
and that Athelll:an himfelf, after fuch an inftance of his criminal conduCt, woulp
have had equal reafon to doubt of his allegiance. Athelftan, having praifed the-
generality of the foldier's principles, refleCted on the incident, which he forefawv 
migbt be attended with important confequences. He removed his ftation in the.· 
camp ; and as a bifhop arrived that evening with a reinforcement of troops, .. (for· 
the ecclefiaftics were then no lefs warlike than the civil magi.ftrates) he occupied' 
with his train that very place which had been left vacant by the King's removal. .. 
The precaution of Athelftan was found prudent: For no fooner had darknefs. 
fallen, than Anlaf broke into the camp, and haQ:ening direCtly to the place where-

)le had left the- King's tent, put the bi!hop to death,. before he had time. to pre-
pare for his defence t. 

T HERR fell feveral Danifh and W elfh princes in the afrion of Brunfbury :f: ;: 
and Conftantine and Anlaf made their efcape with:difficulty, leaving the greateft 
part of their army on the field of battie~ _ After this fuccefs,. Athelftan enj<:>yed-; 

• The office of chancellor among the Anglo-Saxons refembled more that of a fecretary of ftate~. 
than that of our prefent chancellor •. See Spellman in voce Cancellarius. 

t W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap_. 6,. Higden, p •. 263. l Brompton, p. 8 39•. In gulf, p. 29. 
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1iis crown in tranquillity; and he is regarded as one of the ableft and moft aCl:ive Chap. n. 
<>f thofe antient princes. He paired a remarkable law, which was calculated for 
the encouragement of commerce, and which it required fome largenefs of mind, 
in that age, to have devifed, That a merchant, who had made two long fea· 
-voyages on his own account, fhould be admitted to the rank of a thane or gentle~ 
man. This prince died at Glocefter in the year 941 *, after a reign of fixtee11 
years ; and was fucceeded by his brother Edmund. 

E D M U N D. 

EDMUND, on his acceffion, met with di'!l:urbance from the rei.Hefs North.. 94r. 
umbrians, who Jay in wait for every opportunity of breaking into rebellion. 

But the King, marching fuddenly with his forces into their country, fo over
awed the rebels, that they endeavoured to appeafe him by the moft humble fub
miffions t. In order to give him the furer pledge of their obedience, they of
fered to embrace Chriftianity; a religion which the Engli!h Danes had frequently 
profeifed, when reduced to difficulties, but which, for that very reafon, they re
garded as a badge of fervitude, and ihook off as foon as a .favourable opportunity 
'Offered. Edmund, trufting little to their frncerity in this forced fubmiffion, ufed 
the precaution of removing the Five-burgers from the towns -of Mercia, in which 
they had been ailowed to fettle ; becaufe it was always found, that they took ad
vantage of every commotion, and introduced the rebellious or foreign/Danes in
·to the heart of the kingdom t· He alfo fubdued Cumberland from the Britains ; 
;and conferred that principality on Malcolm., King of Scotland, on condition that 
;he lhould do him hon1age for it, and proteB:: the nmth from all future incurfions 
·Of the Danes II· 

EDMUND w.as very young when he came to the crown ; yet his reign was fhort, 
:as his death was violent. One day, as he was folemnizing a fefl:iva1 in the countf 
of Glocefter, he remarked, that Leolf, a notorious robber, whom he had fenten
-ced to banilhment, had yet the boldnefs to enter the 'hall where he himfelf dined·, 
and to fit at table with his attendants. Enraged at this infolence, he ordered 
Mm to leave the room; but on his refufing to obey, the King, whofe temper, 

• Chron. Sax. p. 114. 
t Chron. Sax. p. 114. 

p. 148. Higden, p. z63. 
II Cbron. Sax. p. II 5. 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 6o4. 

t W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 7· Brompton, p. 857· 
H. Hunting. lib. 5· p. 35~· Brompton, p 857. Chron. de Muilrofe, 
Alur. Bever!. p. 11 o. 

W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 7· Hovcden, p. 423. Brompton, p. 857. 

Lz 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. II. naturally choleric, was enflamed by this additional infult, leaped on him him
felf, and feized him by the hair: But the ruffian, ptifhed to extremity, drew his 
dag,~er, and gave Edmund a wound, of which he immediately expired*· This 
eveut happened in the year 946 t, and in the fixth year of the King's reign. 
Edmund left male-iifue, but fo young, that they were incapable of governing 
the kingdom; and his brother, Edred, was promoted to the crown.-

E D R E D. 

THE rergn of this prince, as that of his predeceifors, was difturbed by the 
rebellions and incurfions of the Northumbrian Danes, who, tho' frequently 

quelled, were never entirely fubdued, nor had ever paid a fincere allegiance· to 
the crown of England. The fucceflion of a new King feemed to them a favour
able ,opportunity for fhaking off the yoke ; but on Edred's appearance with an 
army, they made him their wonted fubmiffions; and the King having wafted the 
country with fire a.nd fword, as a punifhment of their rebellion :J:, obliged them. 
to renew their oaths of allegiance ; and he ftrait returned with his forces. The 
obedience of the Danes lafted no longer than the prefent terror. Provoked at 
the devaftations of Edred, and even reduced by neceffity to fublift on plunder, 
they broke into a new rebellion, and were again fubdued 11 : But the King, now: 
inftrutl:ed by experience, took better precautions againft their fmure revolt~ 
He fixed Englifh garrifons in their moft confiderable towns ; and placed over them 
an Englifh governor, who might watch all their motions, and fupprefs their in
furretl:ions on the firft appearance. He obliged alfo Malcolm, King of Scotland:> 
to renew his homage for the lands which he held in England §. 

EoRED, tho' not unwarlike, nor unfit for active life, lay under the influence 
of the loweft fuperftition, and had blindly delivered over his confcience to the 
guidance of Dunftan, commonly called St. Dunftan, abbot of Glaftenbury +,. 
whom he advanced to the higheft offices, and who covered, under the appear
ance of fantl:ity, the mofi: violent and moft info lent ambition. Taking advan
tage of the implicit faith repofed in him by the King, this churchman imported 
into Eng]and a new order of monks, who much changed the ftate of ecclefiafl:ical 
affairs, and exci-ted, on their firft eft:ablifhment,, the moft violent commotions. 

* W. Malmef. Lb. 2. "<tp. 7· Hovcden, p. 423. Chron. de Muilrofe, p. 148. 
t Chron. S.lx. p. 115. Matth. Weft. p. 188. Ingulf, p. 29. Brompton, p. s5s. 
:j: Hoveden, p. 423. Wallingford~ p. 541. li Ethelwerd, cap. 7• Hoveden, p. 423. 
§ Matth. Wdl:. p. I )6. Higden, p. z63. .j. W. Malmef._lib. 2 c2p. 7· Bromptc!OI, p SSz. 
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FRoM the time of the firft introduction of Chrifl:ianity among the Saxons, there Chap. IL 

had been monafteries in England ; and thefe eftablifhments had extremely multi-
plied by the donations of the princes and nobles ; whofe fuperfl:ition, derived from 
their ignorance and precarious life, and . encreafed by remorfes for the crimes into 
which they were fo frequently betrayed, knew no other expedient for appeafing. 
the Deity than a profufe liberality towards the ecclefiafl:ics. But ~he monks had. 
hitherto been a fpecies of fecular priefts, who lived in the. conven~s after the man-
ner of the prefent canons or prebendaries, and were both intermingled, in fome " 
degree, with- the world, and endeavoured to render themfelves ufeful to it. 
They were employed in the education of youth * ~ They had the difpofai of their 
own time and induftry: They were not fubjeCted to the rigid rules of an order : 
They had ·made no vows of implicit obedience to their fuperiors t : And they 
frill retained the choice, without·· quitting the convent, either of a married or 
a fingle life :j:. But a mi!l:c~ken piety had produced in Italy a new fpecies of 
monks, called Benedictines ; who, carrying farther the plaufible principles of 
mortification, fecluded -themfelves entirely from the world, renounced all claim 
to liberty, and made a merit of the moft inviolable chaftity. Thefe practices 
and principles, which fuperfl:ition at firfl: engendered, were greedily embraced 
and promoted by the policy of the court of Rome. The Roman pontiff, who 
was making every day great advances towards an univerfal fovereignty over the 
ecclefiaft:ics, perceived, that the celibacy alone of the clergy could break off en
tirely their connexion with the civil power, and depriving them of every other 
object of ambition, engage them to promote, with unceafing induQ:ry; the gran
deur of their own order. He was fenfible, that fo long as the monks were in
dulged in marriage, and were allowed families, they never could be fubjected to 

. a ftrict rule, or reduced to thatflavery under their fuperiors, which was requifite 
to procure to. the orders, iffued from Rome,_ a ready and zealous obedience. 
Celibacy, therefore, began to be extolled, as the indifpenGble duty of priefts ; 
and the Pope undertook to make all the clergy throughout the weftern world re
nounce at once the privilege of marriage: A fortunate policy, but at the fame 
time an undertaking the moll: difficult of any, fince he had the ft:rongeft pro pen,.. 
fities of human nature to encounter, and found, that the fame connexions with 
the female fex, which generally encourages devotion, was here unfavourable to 
the fuccefs of his project. It is no wonder, therefore, that this mafl:er-ft:roke of 
art fhotrld have met with violent contradiction, and that the intcrefts of the hie-

* Ofberne in Angl1a Sacra, tom. z,. p 92. ·r Oiberne, p. 9 r. 
t See Wharton's notes w Anglia Sacra, tom. z. p. 91. Gervafe, p. 1645, Chron. Wint: MS. 

apud SpeU. Cone. p~ +34· 
rarchy, 
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Cha-p. II. ,rarchy, and the inclinations of the priefts, being now placed in thisJingular op· 
pofition, fuould, notwithftanding the continued efforts of Rome, have retarded 
the execution of that bold fcheme, during the courfe of near three centuries. 

As the blfhops and parochial clergy lived apart whh their families, and were 
more connected with the world, the hopes of fuccefs with them were fainter, 
and the pretence for making them renounce marriage was much Jefs plaufible. 
But the pope, having caft his eye on the monks as the bafis of his authority, wato 
determined to reduce them under ftrict rules of obedience, to procure them the 
credit of fanctity by an appearance of the moft rigid mortifications, and to break 
off all their other con nettions which might interfere with his fpiritual policy. 
Under pretence, therefore, of reforming abufes, which were, in fame degree, un. 
avoidable in the antient eftabli!hments, he had already fpread over the fouthera 
countries of Europe the ftriCl: rules of the monaftic life, and began to form at
tempts towards a like innovation in Engla('ld. The favourable opportunity offer
ed itfelf (and it wa-s greedily feized) arifing from the weak fuperftition of Edred, 
and the violent impetuous character of Dunflan. 

DuNST AN was born of noble parents in the weft of England ; and being 
educated under his uncle, Aldhelm, then archbithop of Canterbury, had be
taken himfelf to the ecclefiaftical life, and had acquired fome character in the 
court of Edmund. He wa-s, however, defamed to that prince as a man of li
centious manners *-; and finding his fortune blafted by thefe fufpicions, his ardent 
ambition prompted him to repair his indifcretions by running into an oppolite 
extreme. He fecluded himfelf entirely from the world ; he framed a cell fo fmall 
that he could neither ftand erect in it, nor ftretch out his limbs during his re
pofe; and he here employed himfelf perpetually either in devotion or in manual 
labour t. It is probable, that his brain become gradually crazed by thefe fo
litary occupations, and that he framed chimeras, which, being believed by 
himfelf and his ftupid votaries, procured· him the general character of fanCl:ity 
among the people. He fancied, that the devil, among the frequent vifits, which 
he paid him, was one day more earneft than ufual in his temptations ; till Dun
fran, provoked at his importunity, feized him by the nofe with a pair of roo hot 
pincers, as he put his head into the cell ; and he held him there, till that ma
lignant fpirit made the whole neighbourhood rtfound with his bellowings. This 
notable exploit was ferioufly credited and extolled by the public; it is tranfmitted 
ro pofterity by one who, cor.fidering his age, may pafs for a writer of fome ele
gance t; and it infured to Dunftan a reputation, which no real piety, much leis 

* O!lene, p. 95· Matth. Weft. p. 187. t O!l:erne, p. 96. :t: Ofberne, p 97· 

virtuf', 
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virtue, could, even in the moft enlightened period, have ever been able to pro- Chap. H. 

cure him with the people. 
SuPPORTED by the charatl:er, obtained in his retreat, Dunfl:an appeared again; 

at court ; and gained fuch an afcendant over Edred, who had fucceeded to the 
crown, as made him, not only the director of his confcience, but his counfellor · 
in the moil: momentous affairs of government. He was placed at the head of the 
treafury *, and being thus poffeffed both of power at court, and of credit with the 
populace, he was enabled to attempt with fuccefs the moft arduous undertakings. 
Finding that his advancement had been owing to the opinion of his aufterity, he · 
profelfed himfelf a partizan of the rigid monaftic rules ; and after introducing that 
reformation into the convents of Glaftenbury and Abingdon, he enceavoured to 

render it univerfal in the kingdom. 

THE minds of men were already well prepared for·this innovation. The praifes 
of an inviolable chaftity had been carried to the higheft extravag;mco by fome 
of the firft preachers of chriftianiry among the Sa:x:ons·: The pleafures of love 
had been reprefented as incompatible with chriftian perfeCtion ; And a total ab
ftinence from all commerce with the fex was deemed fuch a meritorious pennance, 
as was fufficient to atone for the greateft enormities. The confequence feemed 
natural, that thofe at Ieaft who officiated at the altar fhould be dear of this pol
lution ; and when the do&ine of tranfubftantiation,. which was now creeping 
in t, was once fully eftabliihed, the reverence to the real body of Chrift in the· 
eucharift, beftowed on this argument an additional force and influence. The 
mon~s knew how to avail tbemfelves of all thefe. popular topics, and to fet off 
their own character to the beft advantage. They affeCted the greateft aufierity 
of life and manners : They indulged themfelves in the higheft ftrains ofdevotion: . 
They inveighed bitterly againft the vices and pretended luxury of the age : They 
were particularly vehement againft the dilfolute liveS' of the fecular clergy, their 
rivals : Every particular in !lance of libertinifm in that order was reprefented as a 
general corruption.: And where other topics ofdefamation were wanting, their 
marriage became a fure objeCt of invective, and their wives received the name of 
concubines, or other. more opprobrious appellation. The fecular clergy, on the 
other hand,. who were numerous .pnd rich,. and polfeifed of· the ecclefiafl:ical dig
nities, defended themfelves with vigour, and endeavoured to retaliate upon their 
adverfarie5. The people were thrown into agitation ; and few inftances occur . 
of more violent dilfentions, .e~cited by: the moft materia:! differences .in religion ; 
or. rather by the moit frivolous: Since it is a.-general remark, that the more .. 

"' OfbeEne, p. 102. Wallingford, p •. 541. t SpeU~ Cone, .vol. 1. p .. 4sz~-
affinity 
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affini~y there -is between theological parties, the greater commonly is their ani-
r.:olity. 

THE progrefs of the monks, which was become confiderable, was fomewhat 
retarded by the death of Edred, their partizan, who expired after a reign of nine 
years*. He left children; but as they were infants, his nephe-w, Edwy, fon to 
Edmund, was placed on the throne. 

E D w Y. 

9H· ED W Y, at the time of his accet1ion, was not ~bove fix teen or feventeen years of 
age, was poifeffed of the moft amiable figure, and even endowed, according 

to authentic accounts, with the moft prornifing virtues t. He would have been 
the favourite of his people, had he not. unhappily, on the com,mencernent of his 
reign, been engaged in a controverfy with the monks, whofe rage neither the· 
graces of the body nor virtues of the mind could mitigate, and who have 
purfued his memory with the fame unreienting vengeance, which they exercifed 
againft his perfon and dignity during his fhort and unfortunate reign. There 
was a beautiful princefs of the royal blood, called Elgiva, who had made im
preffion on the tender heart of Edwy ; and as he was of an age, when th,e force 
of the paffions begins firft to be felt, he had ventured, contrary to .the adv~ce of 
his graveft counfellors, and the remonftrances of the more dignified eccleliaftics :f:, 
to efpoufe her ; tho' fhe was within the degrees of affinity, prohibited by the 
canon:- law II· As the aufterity, affected by the monks, made them particularly 
violent. on this occalion, Edwy entertained a ftrong prepofieffion againfl them ; 
and feemed on that account determined not to fecond their project, of expelling 
the fecl1lars from all the convents, and of acquiring to themfelves pofieffion of 
thofe .rich eftablifhments. The war was therefore declared between the King 
and the monks; and the former foon fmmd reafon to repent him of his pro
voking fuch dangerous enemies. On the day of his coronation, his nobility 
were aifembled in a great hall, and were indulging themfelves in that riot and 
diforder, which, from the example of their German anceftors, had become ha
bitual to the Englifh § ; when Edwy, attracted by fofter pleafures, retired into 
the ~een's apartments, and in that privacy, gave reins to his fondnefs towards 
his wife, which was only moderately checked by the prefence of her mother. 
Dunftan conjectured the reafon of the King's retreat; and carrying along with 

* Chron. Sax. p. II5· t H. Hunting. lib. 5· p. 356. :t W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 7. 
II Ibid. § Wallingford, p. 542. 

him, 
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him, Odo, archbi{hop of Canterbury, over whom he had gained an entire afcen- Chap. II. 

dant, he burft into the apartment, upbraided Edwy with his lalcivioufnefs, pro-
bably beftowed on the Qyeen the moft opprobrious epithet which can be applied 
te her fex., and tearing him from her arms, pufhed him back, in a difgraceful 
manner, into the feftival of the nobles*. Edwy, tho' young and oppofed by 
the prejudices of the people, found an opportunity of taking revenge for this 
public infult. He queftioned Dunflan concerning the adminiftration of the trea-
fury during. the reign of his predeceifor t; and when that minifter refufed to give 
any accGunt of money, expended~ as he affirmed, by the late King's orders, 
he accufed him o.f malverfation in his office, and baniilied him the kingdom :t. 
But Dunftan~s cabal were not unaetive duting his abfence : They filled the peo-, 
pie's ears wi-th high panegyrics on his fanCl:ity: They exClaimed aga.inft the im-
piety of the King and ~een : And having poifoned the minds of men by thefe 
declamations, they proceeded to ftill more outrageous violences againft the royal 
authority. AKhbifhop Odo fent inro the· palate a party of foldiers, who feized 
the ~een., and having burned her face with a red-hot iron, in order to deftroy 
that fatal beauty, which had feduced Edwy, they carried her by force into Ire-
land, there to remain in perpetual exile II· Edwy, finding it in vain to refifr, 
was obliged to confent to his divorce, which was pronounced by Odo §; and a 
catailroplie, flill more difmal, awaited the unhappy Elgiva. That amiable prin-
cefs, being" cured of her wounds, and' having even obliterated the fears; with 
which Odo had hoped to deface her beauty, returned into England, and was 
flying to the embraces of the King, whom 1he fiill regarded as her hufband ; 
when lhe fell into the hands of a party, whom the primate had ordered to in-
tercept her. Nothing. but her death could now give fecuricy to Odo and the 
monks ; and her moft crud death was- requifite to fat.iate ·their vengeance. She 
was hamftringed; and expired a few days after at Glocefier in the moft acute 
torments .f.. 

THE Engli!h, blinded with fuperftition, inftead of being fhocked with this· 
inhumanity, exclaimed that the misfortunes of Edwy and his fpoofe were a juft 
judgment on them for their di1folute contempt ·of the ecclefiaftical ftatutes· 
They even proceeded to rebellion againft their fovereign ; and having placed 
Edgar at their head, the younger brother of Edwy, a boy of thirteen years of 
age, they foon put him in poffeffion of Mercia, Northumberland, Eaft-Anglia; 

* W. Malmef. lib; z, cap·. 7· OJberne, p. 83, 105. M. Wett-p. 195, 196.' 
t Wallingford, p. 542:- Alur. Beverl. p. II z. t W. Malmef. lib. z. cap, 7· Hoveden, 

p. 4-25. OJberne, p. 84, 106. Brompton, p. 863. H OJberne, p. 84. Gervafe, p. 164-4 • 
.. § Hoveden, p. 42 5. + O!berne, p. 84. Gervafe, p. I 645, 1646. 
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chap. II. and chaced Edwy into the fouthern countries*. That it might not be doubtful 
at wh~fe inftigation this revolt was undertaken ; Dunftan returned· into Eng
land t, and took upon him the government of Edgar and his party. He was firft 
inftalled in the fee of Worcefter, then in that of London :j:, and, on Odo's death, 
and the violent expulfron of Brighthelm, his focceffor, in that of Canterbury 11; 
all which he long kept poffeffion of. Odo is tranfmitted to us. by the monks, 
under the characrer of a man of piety : · Dunftan was even canonized ; and is one 
of thofe numerous faints of the fame ftamp, who difgraee the Romifh kalendar; 
Meanwhile, the unhappy Edwy was excommunicated§, and purfued with un
relenting vengeance ; but his death, which happened foon after, freed his ene
mie~ from all farther inq~ietude; and· gave Edgar peaceable poifefiion of. the·. 
government +· 

EDGAir .. 

THIS prince, who mounted the throne in fuch early youth, foon difcovered-
an excellent capacity in the adminiftration of affairs ; and his reign is one. 

of the moft fortunate, whidi we meet with in the antient Engliili hiftory. He 
:Chowed no averfion to war ; he made the wifeff preparations againft" invaders :: 
And by this vigour and forefight, he was enabled, without any danger of fuffering 
infults, to indulge his inclination towards Eeace, and to empfoy_ himfelf in fLip_:-. 

* O!berne, p. ro6. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6os. Matth. Weft. p. rgt5'. 
t Hoveden, p. 4zs. Ofuerne, p. 107"· Brompton, p. 8&3. 
:t Chron. Sax. p. 117. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6os .. Wallingford, p. 54+' 
II Hoveden, p. ·P5· Ofberne, p. xog. Brompton. P• 864. Flor. Wigorn • .p. 605.: Matth. Well..i 

p. 196. Higden. p. z67. § Brompton, ,p. 863. 

+ There is a feeming contradiction in antient hifrorians with regard to fome circumfrances of the. 
tl:ory of Edwy and Elgiva. It is agreed, that this prince had a violent paffion for his fecond or thira 
<loufin, Elgiva, whom he married, tho' within the degrees· prohi-bited byr the canons. It is alfo . 
agreed,. that he was dragged from a lady on the day of his coronation, and that the lady was after~ 
wards treated with the fin gular barbarity abovementioned •. The only difference is, that Ofberne and. 
fome others ca11 her his frrumpet, not his wife, as fhe is faid to be. by Malmefbury. But this difference 
is eafily reconciled : For if Edwy married her contrary to the canons, the monks would be ftlfe to 
deny her to be his wife, and would infill: that £lie could be nothing but his•ftrumpet : So that, on the 
whole, we may efreem this reprefentation of the matter as certain ; at leaft, as by fa~: the.moft probable. 
If Edwy had only kept a miftrefs, it is well known, that there were methods of accommodation with 
the church, which would have prevented the, clergy from proceeding to fuch extremities againft him: 
But his marriage, contrary to the canons, was an infu.lt on the.ir authority, and called for their highel.l: 

r~fentment. 

p,orting 
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Porting· and improving the internal government of his kinbadom *. He maintain- Cl II 1ap, • 
ed'a body of difciplined troops; which he quartered in the north, in order to keep 
the mutinous Northumbrians in fubjeCl:ion, and to repel the inroads of the Scots. 
He built and fupported a powerful navy t; and that he might retain the feamen 
in the pratl:ice of their duty, and !how perpetually a formidable armament to his 
enemies, he ftationed three fquadrons off the coaft, and ordered them to make, 
from time to time, the circuit of his dominions :j:. The foreign Danes dared not 
to approach a country, which appeared in fuch a pofture of defence: The domeftic 
·Danes faw inevitable deftruCtion to be the confequence of their tumults and in
furreCl:ions: The neighbouring princes, of Wales, Scotland, the Hie of Man, 
the Orkneys, and even of Ireland n, were reduced to pay fubmiilions to fo formi
dable a prince. He carried his fuperiority to a great height, and might have ex
cited an univerfal combination againft him, had not his power been fo well efta
blilhed, as to deprive his enemies of all hopes of ihak1ng it: It is faid, that re
fidiRg once at Chefter, and having propofed to go by water to the abbey of St. 
John the Baptift, he obliged eight of his tributary Kings to row him in a barge 
upon the Dee§. The Engliih hiftorians are fond to mention the name of Ken
neth. III. King of Scots among the number : The Scots hiftorians, either deny 

. the fa&, or affert, that their King, if ever he acknowledged himfelf a vaffal to 
Edgar, did him homage, not for his crown, but for the dominions, which he held 
in England. 

BuT the chief means, by which Edgar maintained his authority., and preferved 
public peace, was the paying court to Dunftan and the Monks, who had at firfl: 
placed him on the throne, and who, by their prete~fions co fuperior fanCtity and 
purity of man-ners, had acquired an afcendant over the people. He favoured 
their fcheme for difpoffeffing the fecular canons of all the monail:eries + ; he be-

• Chron. Sax. p. It6. Knighton, p. 2313. Brompton, p. 864, 869. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6oS'. 
Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. zg. t Higden, p. z65. 

t Many of the Englilh hill:orians make Edgar's !hips amount to an extravagant number, to 3ooo, 
or 36oo: See Hoveden, p. 426. F!or. Wigorn, p. 6o7. Abbas Rieval, p. 360. But Brompton, p. 
~69, fays that Edgar had 4000 veifels. How can thefe accounts be reconciled to probability and to 
theftate of the navy in the time of Alfred? W. Thorne makes the whole number·amount only to 300, 
which is more probable. The fleet of Ethelred, Edgar's (on, muft have been fhort of 1 ooo !hips; yet 
the Saxon Chronicle, p. f 37• fays it was the greateft navy th:u ever had been feen in Englang. 

fl Spell. Cone. p. 432. 
§ W. Malmef.lib. 2. c;ap. 8. Hoveden, p. 426. H. Hunting. lib, 5· p. 356. Brompton, p. 8Cg. 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 6o7. Matth. Weft. p. lgz. Higden, p. z6;. Alur. Bever!. p. 112. 

+ Chron. Sax. p. 117, 118. W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 8. Hoveden, p. 425, 426. Ofberne, p. 
112. Gervafe, p. 1646. Brompton, p. 867. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6o5, 6o6. Matth. Weft. p. 195. 
Diceto, p. 458. Higden, P· 264. Spell. Cone. 433, 438, 439• 4-43· 
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ftowed preferment on none but their partizans ; he allowed Dunftan to refign the
fee of \Vorcefter into the hands -of Ofwald, one of his creatures*, and to- plaGe
Ethehold, another of them,_ in that of Winchefter t ; he confulted thefeprelates 
in the adminiftration of all ecclefiaftical affairs, and ev:en in that of many civil ; 
and tho' the vigour of his own genius prevented him from being implicicely 
guided by them, the King and the bi!hops found fuch advantages in their mutual 
harmony, that they acted always in concert, ar1d lUlited their influence in preferv
ing_the peace and tranquillity of the public. 

IN order to- compleat the great work of -placing the new order of .monks in alt 
the convents, Edgar fummoned a general council of the prelates and the heads
of the religious orders. He here inveighed againft the diffoiute lives- o£ the fe
cular clergy ; the fmallnefs of their 1onfure, which, it is ,probable:t- maintained 
no longer any refemblance to the crown of thor_ns ; their negligence in attending. 
the exercife of their function ; their mixing with .the laity in the pleafures of 
gaming, hunting, dancing and finging ; and their .openly living ;with ~conaubin~$·,_ 
by which it is commonly fuppofed he meant their wives_ He then. turned him
felf to Dunftan the primate; and in the name of the late King, Edred,. his fa
ther, whom he fuppofed to look down £rom Heaven with iodignario.n ag~ni't 

all thofe enormities, he ti1Us.. addreffed him. H 'Ti-s you,. Dunftan, by whofe· 
" advice I founded monafteries, built churches~ and expEmde.d my treafure in: 
" the fupport of religion and religious houfes. You was- my counfellor and af
" fiftant in all my fchemes: You was ·the direccor of my confcience ::: To yQu l 
" was obedient in all things. When did you call for fupplies, which I refufed 
"' you ? Was my afii.ftance ever wanting to the poor ? Did I deny. fu.pport and! 
~' eftablifhments to the clergy and the convents? Did: I not .hearken .to your in
" ftrutt~ons., who told me,. that thde charities were, of all ·.othe:r.!l, the . moft 
" grateful to my Maker, and fixed a. per:petual fund for the fupport of religion?· 

"'' And are all our pious endeavours now frufrrated by the diJTolute lives of the
" pridl:s? Not that 1 throw any blame on you:- You have reaf{)ned~ befought, 
" inculcated, inveighed : But it behoves you now to ufe !harper and more vi
u gorous remedies ; and conjoining your fpiritua.J aut-hority wirh the civil power, 
" to purge effectually the temple of God from thieves and intruders t". It iS
tafy co imagine that this harangue had the defired effeCt; and that, when thct 

King and prelates thus concurred wirll the popular prej!ldices, it was not long 

• W. Ma'mef. lib. z. cap. 8._ Haveden, p. 425. 
t Gervafe, p. 1646. Brompton, p. 864. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6o6. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de-

lhugo, p. 27, z8~ t Abba;; Rieval~ p. 360, 361. Spel~ Cone. p. 476, +77• 478. 
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&efore the monks prevailed, and eftablilhed their new rules in almoft all the con- Chap. II. 

vents. 
WE may remark, that the declamations. againft the fecular clergy are both 

here and in all the hiftorians, conveyed in general terms; and as that order of 
men are commonly reftrained by the decency of their character, not to mention 
fuperior motives, it is difficult to believe;. that the complaints againfr their diifo·· 
lute manners could be fo univerfally jufi: as is ·pretended. It is more probable~ 
that the monks paid court. to the populace by an affeB:ed aufrerity of life; and. 
reprefenting the moft innocent liberties, taken by the other clergy, a5 great and 
unpardonable enormities, thereby prepared the way for the increafe of their own 
power and influence. Edgar, however, like a true politician, concurred witn 
the prevailing party; and he even indulged them in pre:tenfions,_ which, tho' they 
might, when complied with, engage the monks to fupport royal authority during. 
his own reign, proved afterwards very dangerous to his fuc-ceifors, and gave dif-. 
turbance to the whole civ.il power. He feconded the policy of the court of Rome, ... 
in granting to fome mooa.fteries an exemption from epifcopal jurifdiCl:ion: He 
allowed the convents, evea thofe of royal foundation, to ufurp the· election of 
their own abb.ot: And he admitted their forgeries of antient charters,. by which:> 
"from the pretended grant of former kings, they. afiumed like privileges and ex
emptions *. 

THES£ merits of Edgar have procured him the higheft panegyrics from the· 
monks; and he is tranfmitted to us not only under the charaB:er of a great poli ... 
tician 1 and an act.i:ve prince,. praife-s to which he feem~ to have been intitled, but 
under that of a great faint an;Cl a man of. virtue. But nothing_ could morce be
tray both.his own'hypocrify in inveighing aga.inft the licentioufnefs· of the fecularJ 
clergy,. and the interefred fpirit.of his partizans, in beftowing fuch eulogies on his. 
piety, than the ufual tenor of his conduct, which .was licentious to the higheft, 
degre.e,.. aod violated every law, human and divine.. Yet thofe very monks,. whoj).. 
as we are told py Ingulf, a very ancient · hifrorian; had no idea of any moral or 
.-eligious· merit, except. chafrity and obedience, not only connived at his enormi
ties, but loaded him. with the highdl: praifes. HiO:ory, however, has preferved 
fome infrances of his amours, from which, as from a fpecimen,. we may form a. 
conjeCture of the reft. 

EDGAR broke into a convent,_ carried off Editha, a nun, by force, and even
~ommi.ttted vioren·ce .oR -her perfon t. For this aB: of facril~ge and brutality, 

"' Chron: Sax •. ?· I 18. W. Malmef. lib. 2. cap. 8. Seldeni Spicileg. ad Eadrn. p. 149, 1 57· 
t W; MalrneC lib. z .. cap._ 8. Ofuerne, p. 3·. Diceto, p. 457• Hi~;den, p. 265, z67, z68 •. 

Spel. Cone. p •. 4:8 L. 
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Chap. II. .1\e was -reprimanded by Dun!l:an ; and that he might reconcile himfelf with the 
·church, he was obliged, not to feparate from his mifi:refs, but to abfi:ain from 
wearing his crown during feven years, and to deprive himfelf fo long of that ufe
lefs ornament*: A puni!hment very unequal to that inflicted on the unfortunate 
Edwy, who, for a marriage, which, in the ftrictefr fenfe, could only deferve the 
name of irregular, was expelled his kingdom, faw his Queen treated with the 
moft fingular barbarity, was loaded with calumnies., and has been tranfmitted to 
pofterity under the moft odious colours. 9uch is the afcendant which may be at~ 
tained, by hypocrify and cabal,_ over mankind ! 

THERE was another mi!l:refs of Edgar., called Elfleda, with whom he firll 
formed a connexion by a kind of accide:nt. Palling one day by Andover, he 
lodged :in the houfe of a nobleman, whofe daughter, being endowed with all the 
graces of perfon and behaviour, enflamed .him at _firfi: fight with the highefi: de
fire, and made him refolve by any expedient to gratify· it. As he had not leifur.e 
to employ courtfhjp or addrefs for attaining his purpofe, he went directly to her 
mother, declared .the violence of his paffion, and defired that the young lady 
might be allowed to pafs that very night with him. The mother was a woman 
of virtue, and_ determirred not to di!honour her daughter and her family by com
pliance ; but being well acquainted with the impetuo.fity of the King's temper, 
fhe thought it would be eafier, as well as fafer, to deceive than refufe him. She 
feigned therefore a fubmiffion to his will ; but fecretly ordered a waiting-maid, 
of no difagreeable figure, to fteal into the King's bed, after all the compan,y 
fho~ld be retired to refi:. In the morning,. before day- break, the damfel, agree
able to _the injunctions of her mifi:refs, offered to retire ; but Edgar, who had no 

. referve in his pleafures, and whofe love to his bedfellow was rather en'flamed ·by 
enjoyment, refufed his confent, and employed force and entreaties to detain her. . . 

. Elfleda, trufi:ing to her own charms, and to the love with w hith, lhe hoped, lhe 
had. now iofpired the King~ made probably but a faint refiftance; and .the return 
of light difcovered the deceit to Edgar. He had pa!fed a night fo much to his 
fatisfactioo, that he expre!fed no difpleafure with the old 'lady on account of her 

, fraud.; .his Jove was tranferred to Elfleda; 1he became his 'favourite miftrefs, and 
maintained her afcendant over him, till hi's marriage with Elfrida t. 

THE circumftances of his marriage with this lady were more fingular, and 
_more criminal. Elfrida was daughter and heir of Olgar, earl of Devonfhire; 
and tho' fhe had been educated in the country, and had never appeared at court, 
1he had filled aU England with the-reputation of her beauty. Edgar himfelf, who 

* Ofberne, p. 1 I J, t W. Malmef. lib. z, cap. 8. Higden, p. 268. 
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was indifferent to no accounts of this nature, found his curiofity excited by the Chap, n.L 
frequent panegyrics which he heard of Elfrida ; and reflecting on her noble birth,. 
he refolved, if he found her charms anfwerable to thei~; fame, to obtain poffef· 
fion of her on honourable terms. He communicated his intention to earl Athel--
wold, his favourite ; but t1fed the precaution, before he made any advances to( 
her parents, to order that nobleman, on fome pretence, to pay them a vifit, and 
to bring him a certain account of the beauty of their daughter. Athelwold, when. 
introduced to the young lady, found general report to have fallen much fhort of, 
the truth ; and being enflamed with the higheft love, he determined to facrifice, 
to this new paffion all his fidelity to his mafter, and to the tt:uft repofed in him .. 
He returned to Edgar, and told him, that the riches alone, and hig~ quality o[ 
Elfrida, had been the ground of the admiration paid her, and that her charms~-· 
far from being any_wife extraordinary,. would .have been overlooked in .a woman. 
of inferior fl:ation. When he had, by this deceit, turned the King from his pur .. 
pofe,, h.e took .an opportunity, after fome interval, of turning.again the converfa-
tion on Elfrida ; · and he remarked, that, tho'. the parentag~ and fortune of the. 
lady had not produced on him, as on others, . any illufion with regard to her . 
beauty, he could not forbear reflecting, that fhe would on the whole be an ad-
vantageous match for him, and might, by her birth and riches, make him a 
fufficient compenfation for the homelinefs of her perfon. If the King, therefore, 
gave his approbation to the defign, he was determined .to make propofals in his·. 
own behalf to the earlof Devonfhire, and doubted not to obtain his, as well as . 
the young lady's, confent to the- marriage. Edgar, pleafed with an expedient 
for efl:abliihing his favourite's tortune, not only exhorted him to execute his pur~. 
pofe, but forwarded its fuccefs by his recommendations to the parents of Elfrida; 
and Athelwold was foon made happy in the poffeffion of his miftrefs. Dreading, 
however, the detetlion. of the artifice, .he employed ·every pretence for· detaining-
Elfrida in th~ country, ahd for keeping her at a diftance from Edgar. -

THI~ violent,paffion of Athelwold had concealed from him the neceffary confe-. 
quences which mufl: attend his conduct, aod the advantag~s which the numerous· 
enemies that always. purfue a royal favourite, wou1d, by its means, be able to· 
make agfl,infl him. Edgar was foon informed of the truth; hut before he would< 
execut~ vengeance on At he! wold,.~ treachery, he refolvect to fati>sfy hirnfelf with hi£~. 
own eyes of the certainty and full extent of his guile. He told him, that he in-· 
tended to. pay him a vifit in his cafl:k,. al)-Ci be; intr.oducecL to the acquaintance .of 
his new married wife;. and Athelwold, as he could not refufe this honour,hbeg""t
ged only leave to go- before· him a few hours,. that he -might the. better :'.prepa,re 
every thing for his reception. He then difcovered the whole matter to E~frida; 

and, 
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«liap. II. :and begged her, if llie had any regard~ either to her own honour, or to his ·life, 
·to conceal from Edgar, by every circumfi:anc~ of drefs and behaviour, that fatal 
beauty, which had feduced him from fidelity to his. friend, and ha<i betrayed him 
intt> fo many falfhoods. Elfrida promifed compliance, tho' nothing was farther 
from her intentions. She deemed herfelf little benolden to Athelwold for a paf
flon, which had deprived her of a crown; and knowing the force of her own 
charms, fhe did not clef pair even yet of reaching that fi:ati{)n,. of which her huf
band's artifice had bereaved her~ She appeared bef.ore the .King with all the ad
vantages which the richeft attire, and the moft engaging airs, could beftow upon 
her, and excited at once in his bofom the higheft. love towards herfelf, and the· 
moft furious defire of revenge a6ainil her hufband. He knew, however, how ·w 
diffemble thefe paffions ; and feducing A.thelwold into a wood; on pretence of 
limiting~ he ftabbed him with his own hand; and foon after. publicly efpoufed 
Etfrh:la *. 

BEFORE we conclude our account of this reign, we muft mention two circum
frances, which are remarked by hiftoria·ns. The reputation of Edgar allured a 
great number of foreigners to·vifit his court; and he gave them encouragement 
to refiJe .in England t. W~ are told, that they imported all the vices of their 
refpeti:ive. countries, and contributed to corrupt the fimple manners· of the na
tives :f: :. But as this fimplicity of mariners, fo highly and often· fo injudicioufly 
extollep, preferved them not from barbarity and treachery, the greateff of all 
vices, and the mofi: incident to a rude uncultivated' people, we ought perhaps to 
deem their acquaintance with foreigners rather an advantage ; as it tended to' en
large their views, and to cure them of thofe illiberal prejudices and ruftic manners, 
to which iflanders are often fubjCL't. 

ANOTHER remarkable incident of this reign was the extirpation of wolves. 
from England. This adva.n,tage was attained by the induftrious policy of Edgar. 
He took great pains in hunting and purfuing thofe ravenous animals; and when 
he found, that they had all taken fhelter in the mountains and forefts of Wales, he 
chanaed the tribute of money impofed on the Welfh princes by Athelftan, his 

. 0 . 

p_redecdfor 11, into an annual tribute of three hundred heads of wolves; which 
produced fuch diligence in hunting them, that the creature has been no more 
fcen in this ifland. 

• W. Malmef. lib. z, cap. 8. Hoveden, p. 426. "Brompton, p. 865, 866~ Flor. Wigorn, p. 6r6. 
Higden, p. z68. t Chmo. Sax. p. 1 16. H. HIHlting. lib. 5. p. 3 56. Br0mpton, p. 865. 

:t: W.Malmef~ lib. z. cap. 8. II W. Malmef. lib. z. cap• 6. Brompton, p. 838. 
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Eo cAR died, after a reign of fixteen years, and in the thirty-third of his a
0
ae. Cba TI ...... P· • 

He was fucceeded by Edward, whom he had by his fuft marriage with the daugh-
ter of Earl Ordmer *. 

/ 

E D W A R D the Martyr. 

THE fucceffion of this prince, who was only fifteen years of age at his father's 957· 

death, did not take place without much difficulty and oppofition. Elfrida, 
his ftep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, feven years old, whom fhe attempted to 
raife to the throne : She affirmed, that Edgar's marriage with the mother of 
Ed ward, was expofed to infuperable objections ; and as fhe had poffeifed great 
credit with her hufband, 1he had found means to acquire partizans, who feconded 
all her pretenfions. But the title of Edward was fupported by many advantages. 
He was appointed fuccelfor by the will of his father t : He was approaching to 
man's efl:ate, and might foon be able to take into his own hands the reins of go
vernment: The principal nobility, dreading the imperious temper of Elfrida, 
were averfe to her fan's government, which mufl: enlarge het authority, if not 
put her in poffeffion of the-regency: And above all, Dunftan, whofe character 
of fanctity had given him the higheft credit with the people, had efpoufed the 
caufe of Edward, over whom he had already acquired. a great afcendant :j:, and 
was determined to execute the will of Edgar in his favour. To cut off all pre
tenfions, Dunftan refolutely ~nointed and crowned the young prince at Kingfton; 
and the whole kingdom, without farther oppofition, fubmitted to him II· 

IT was of great importance to Dunftan and the monks, to place on the throne 
a King favourable to their caufe: The fecular clergy had ftill partizans in Eng
land, who defired to keep them in poffdlion of the convents, and of the eccleli~ 
afiical authority. On the firft intelligence of Edgar's death, Alfere, duke of 
Mercia, expelled the new orders of monks from all the monafteries which lay' 
within his jurifdiction § ; but Elfwin, duke of Eaft-Anglia, and Brithnot, duke 
of the Eaft-Saxons, protected them within their territories, and infifred upon the 
t:xecurion of the late laws enaCted in their favour+· In order to fettle this con-

* W. Malmcf. lib. 2. cap. 8. H:weden, p. 426. Knighton, p. 2313. 
t Hoveden, F· 427. Eadmer, P- 3· :t Eadmer, ex edit. Selden!, p. 3· 
IJ W. Malmef.lib. z. C"P· 9· Hoveden, p. 427. Oib::rne, p. I IJ. ,Gervafe, p. 1647• Knighton, 

p . .2313. Br.ompton, p. 87 z. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6o7. Chron. Abb. St. Pt tri di Burgo, p. 29. 
§ Chron. Sax. p. 123. W. Malmef. li'J. z. cap. 9· Hoveden, p. 427. Bromp:on, p. 870. 

f<!or. Wigorn. p. 6o7. + Hoveden, p. 427. Brompcon, p. B7o. Higden, p. 269. 
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Chap. If. troverfy, there were fummoned feveral fynods, which,. according to the pratl:ke:
of thofe times,_ confifted partly of ecclefiaftical members, partly of the lay no--
bility. The monks were able to prevail-in all thefe affemblies; tho'' as it ap
pears, contrary to the fecret willies, if not the declared oppofition, of the lead-
ing men in the nation *·. They had more invention in forging miracles to fup-· 
port their caufe ; or having been fo fortunate as to obtain, by their pretended' 
aufterities, the character of piety, their miracles· were better believed by" the po
pulace. 

IN one fynod,. Dunftan, finding the majority of votes againft him:, rofe up,, 
and informed the audience, that he had, in that inftant,. received an immediate· 
revelation in behalf of the monks; and the aifembly were fo aftonifued at this .. 
intelligence, or probably fo overawed by. the populace, that· they proceeded no:. 
farther in their deliberations. In another fynod, a voice iffued from the crucifix,_ 
and informed the members, that the eftablifliment of the monks was founded on
the will of heaven, and could not be oppofed without impiety f. But the mi .. 
racle performed in the third fynod was ftill more alarming : The floor of the halL 
in which the aifembly met, funkof a fudden, and a great number of the members
were either. bruifed or killed by the fall. It was remarked~ that Dunftan had pre
vented that day. the King from attending the fynod, and that the beam on which. 
his own chair fl:ood," was the only one which did not fink under the weight of the.
aifembly :1:: But thefe circumftances, inftead of begetting any fufpicion of. con .. 
trivance, were regarded as. the fureft proof of the immediate interpofition of pro ... 
vidence, in behalf of thefe ·favourites of heaven IJ; 

Eow A RD lived four years after his acce.ffion, and there paffed nothing re~ 
marka:ble during his reign. His death was memorable and tragicaJ §. This 
young prince w-as- endowed with the moft' amiable innocence of manners ; and as. 
his own intentions w~re always pure~ he was incapable of entertaining any fufpi .. 

* W. Malmef. Jib. 2. cap. 9· t W. Malmef. lib. 2 •. cap. 9· Ofberne, p. II 2, Ger-. 
vafe, p. 1647· B~omp:on, p. 870. Higden, p. 269. 

t Chron. SaxL· p. 124. W. Malmef.lib. 2. cap. 9• Hoveden, p. 427. H. f:Iunt. lib. 5· p. 357• 
Gervafe, p. t6+7· Brompton, p. 870, · Flor. Wigorn, p. 6o7. Higden, p. 269. Chron. Abb. 
St. Petri de Burgo, p. 29. 

II I have already made a remark, (and it would be too tedious to repeat it as often as there is occa
fion) that, where we meet with fuch ftories in the antient authors; we may juftly entertain a doubt 
whether they be owing: to the fitlion of the fucceeding monks, who invented them, or to the fubtlety 
and contrivance of thofe monks who lived in the time, and who really impofed. upon the populace. 

§ Chron. Sax. p. 1Z4· 
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'don againft others. Tho' his ftep mother had oppofed his fucceffion, and had Chap. n; 
raifed a party in favour of her own fon, he always !howed her marks of the 
greateft regard, and even expreffed, on all occafions, the moft tender affection 
.towards his brother'*. He was hunting one day in a forefl: in Dorfetfhire ; and 
being led by the chace near Corfe-caftle, where Elfrida refided, he took the op-
portunity of paying her a vifit, unattended by any of his retinue, and he thereby 
prefented her with the occafion which fhe had long wifhed for. After he had 
mounted his horfe, he defired fome liquor to be brought him; and while he was 
holding the cup to his head, a fervant of Elfrida approached him, and gave him 
;a ftab behind. The prince, finding himfelf wounded, put fpurs to his horfe; 
but becoming faint by lofs of blood, he feli from the faddle, his foot ftuck in 
the ftirrup, and he was dragged along by his unruly horfe, till he expired t. 
Being tracked by the blood, his body was found, and was privately interred at 
Wereham by his fervants. 

THE youth .and innocence o( this prince, with his tragical death, begot fuch 
compaffion among the people, that they believed miracles to be wrought at his 
tomb :j:; and they gave him the appellation of martyr, tho' his murder had no 
reference to any religious principle or opinion. Elfrida built monafteries, and 
performed many penances, in order to atone for ~er guilt ll ; but could never~ 
by all her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good opinion of the public, tho' 
fo eafily deluded in thofe ignorant ages. 

• W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 9· Brompton, .p. 873~ Matth. Weft. p. I93· Wallingford, p. ~45• 
- t W~ Malmef. lib. z. cap. 9· Hoveden, p. •F7· Gervafe, p. 1647· Knighton, p. 2313. 
-Brompton, p. 873· 

t W. Malmef. lib. z. cap. 9-- Knighton, p. 2313. Brompton, p. 87f, 87 5, 876. Matth. Weft. 
p. I 94· Higden, p. z6g. 

II Knighton, p. ZJIJ, 2314-. Brompton, p. 8i6. 
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H I S T 0 R Y OF E N G L A N D. "'f'J 

C H A P. III. 

The A N G L 0 - S A X 0 N s:. 
Ethelred-Settlement of the Normans-Edmond Irorijide-Cimute 

the Greot-Haro!d Harejoot-Hardicanute-Edward the Con
feffor-Haro!d. 

E T H E L R E n,. 

T HE free~om which England had fo long enjoyed from Danirh depreda
tions, feems to have proceeded, partly from the erl:ablifhments which that 

nation had ob~ained in the north of France, and which employed all their fuper· 
fluous hands to people and maintain them ; partly from the vigour and warlike 
fpirit of a long race of Englifh princes, who preferved the country rn a pofture of 
defence by fea and land, and either prevented or repelled every attempt of the 
invaders. But a new generation of men being now fprung up in the northern re· 
gions, who could no longer difburthen themfelves on Normandy ; the Engliffi 
had reafon to dread, that they would again vi~t an ifland, to which they were in
vited:t bo~h by the memory of their pail: fucceffes, and by, the expectation of af
fifiance from their countrymen, who, tho' long efiabli!hed in the kingdom, were 
not yet thoroughly united with the natives, nor had entirely forgot their invete
rate habits of war and depredation : And as the prefent King wa-s a minor, and, 
even when he attained to man's efiate, nev€r difcovered eithe:r courage or capacity 
fufficient to govern his own fubjetl:s, much lefs to repel a formidable enemy, the 
people might juftly expeCt to fuffer the worfi calamities from fo dangerous a crifis. 

THE Danes, before they durft attempt any important enterprize againft Eng~ 
]and, made a fmall incurfion, by way of trial ; and having landed from feven 
veffels near Southampton, they .ravaged the country, enriched themfelves by 
fpoil, and departed with impunity*. Six years after, they made a like attempt 
in the weft, and met with like fuccefs t ; and the invaders, having BOW found af
fairs in. a· very different fituation- from that in. which they formerly appeared, en-

• Chron.Sax. p. 125. H.Hunt, P·357· Hoveden,p.427. Chron.St.PetridiBurgo,p. 30. 
Sim Dun. p. 161.. Brompton, p. 875. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 1-z6. Hoyeden, p. 427, Sim. Dun. p. 161. 
couraged 
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couraged their countrymen to alfemble a greater force, and to hope for more 
confiderable advantages. They landed in Eifex under the command of two 
chieftains~ and having defeated and Oain at Maldon, Brithnot, duke of that· 
county*, who ventured with a fmall force to attack them, they fpread their de
vaftation·s over all the neighbouring provinces. In this extremity, Ethelred, to 
whom hiO:orians give the epithet of the Unread:J t, infi:ead of roufing his people 
to defend with courage their honour and their property, hearkened to the advice 
of Siricius, archbifhop of Canterbury, which was feconded by many of the. de
generate nobility ; and paying the enemy the fum of ten thoufand pounds, he 
bribed them to depart the kingdom t. This fhameful expedient was attended 
with the fuccels which might be expected. The Danes appeared next year ofF 
the eafi:ern coafr, in hopes of fubduing a people, who defended themfelves by 
their money, which invited affailants, inO:ead of their arms, which repelled them. 
But the Englifh, fenfible of their folly, had, 'in the interval, met in a great 
council, and had determined to affemble at London a fleet capable of repulfing 
the enemy 11 ; tho' that judicious meaCure failed of fuccefs, from the treachery of 
Alfric, duke of Mercia, whofe name is infamous in the annals of that age, by· 
the ca1amities which his repeated perfi,dy brought llpon his country. This noble
man had, in 983, fucceeded to his father Alfere, in that extenfive command;. 
but being deprived of it two years after, and banifbed the kingdom§, he was 
obliged to employ all his intrigue, a,nd all his power~ which was too great for a, 

fubjeB:, to be reftored to his country, and re-inftated in his authority. Having: 
had experience of the credit and malevolence of his enemies, he thenceforth truft
ed for fecurity, not to his fervices or to the affdl:ions of his fellow citizens, but 
to the influence which he had obtained over his vaffals, and to the public cala-
mities, which he thought mufr, io every revolution, render his affiO:ame necef
fary. Having fixed this refolution, he determined to prevent all fuch fuccdfes
as might efiablifh the royal authority, or render his own fituation dependant and 
precarious. As the Engliih had formed the plan of furrounding and defl:roying 
the Danith fleet in harbour, he privately informed the enemy of their danger:,. 
and when they put to fea, in confequence of this intelligence, he dttferted, with 
the fquadron under his command, the night before the engagement, and thereby, 
(lifappointed all the efforts of his countrymen+ Ethelred, enr2ged at this per
fidy, feized his fon, Alfgar, and ordered his eyes to be put out**. But fuch· 

'-* H Hunt. p. 357· Hovcden, p. 428. + An;~)ia.Sacra, v-ol. i. p. zz5. 
:j: Chron. Sax. p. 126. W. Malrn. p. 6z. H. Hunt. p. 357· Hoveden, p; 428. 
II' Chron. Sax. p. zzc. § Chron. Sax. p. 125. Chron. St. Petri di Burgo, p. 31. 

Brompton, p. 879. -1- Chron. Sax. p. 127·· W. Maim. p .. 6:z. Higden, p. Z.jO. 

~' Chron, Sax. p. 128~ W. Malm. p. 61., H. Hunt. p. 358. Higden, p. 2)0. 
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<.Chap. III. was the power of Alfric, that he again forced himfelf into authority ·$; and :tpe' 
he had given ,this fpecimen of his charaB.er, and received this grievous provoca
tion, it was found neceffary to entruft him anew with the government of Mercia. 
This conduCt of the court, which, in aU its circ.umfrances, is fo barbarous, im· 
prudent, and weak, both merited and _prognofticated -the moil: grievous calami
ties. 

<)93· 'Tm: northern invaders, now well acquainted with the defencelefs condition of 
England, made a powerfLll defcent, under .the command of Sweyn, King of Den
mark, and Olave, King of Norway; and failing up the Humber, fpread on 
.all fides their deftruCl:ive ravages. Lindefey was laid wafte ; Banbury was de
ftroyed t.; and all theNorthuinbrians, tho' moftly of Danifh defcent,. were obli
ged either .to join the victors,' or .to fuffer under their depredations. A powerful , 
army was affembled to oppofe· the invaders, and a general atlion enfued; but the 
Engliih were abandoned in the battle, by the cowardice or treachery of their 
three leaders, all of them men of Danilh race, Frena, Frithegift, and Godwin, 
~who gave the example of a 1hameful flight to the troops under their command :f:. 

EN_couRAGED by this fuccefs, and .ftill more by the contempt which it infpired 
of their enemy, the pyrates vent:ured to at-tack the center of the kingdom ; and 
·entering the Thames in ninety-four vefiels, laid fiege to London, and threatened 
it with total deftruB:ion. But the citizens, alarmed with the danger, and firmly 
united among themfelv.es, made a bolder defence than the cowardice of the nobi
lity and gentry gave the invaders reafon to apprehend 11 ; and the befiegers, after 
fuffering the greatefi hard!hips, were finally frufi:rated in therr attempt. In order 
·to revenge thernfelves, they .laid wafte Effex, 'Kent, Suffex, and Hampfbire; and 
·having there procured horfes, they were thereby enabled to fpread, into the more 
inland count.ies, the fury Df their depredations§. In this extremity, Ethelred 
and his nobles had recourfe to the former expedient; and fending ambaffadors to 
the two northern kings, t-hey promifed them fubfifi:ance and tribute, on condition 
they would, for the prefent, put an end to their ravages, and foon after depart. 
the kingdom. Sweyn and Olave agreed to the terms, and peaceably took up 
their quarters at Southampton, where the' fum Df fixteen thoufand pounds was 
paid them -1-· Olave even made a journey to Andover, where Ethelred refided ·; 

* H. Hunt. p. 357· Higden, p. 270. t Chron. Mailr. p. 152. Sim~ Dun. p. r6z. 
t Chron. Sax. p~ 128.. H. Hunt. p. 3 57. Hoveden, p. 428. Brompton, p~ 88o. 
II W. Maim. p. 63. H. Hunt. p. 3 58. Hoveden, p. 428. 
§ Chron. Sax. p.. rz8. W. Maim. p. 63. H. Hunt. p. 358. Hoveden, p. 428. Sim. Dun. 
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and Be received the rite of confirmation from the Englifh bi!hops, as well as Chap. m~ 
many rich prefents from the King. He here promifed, that he· would never more 
infeft the Englifh territories, and he faithfully performed that engagement*· 
This prince receives the appellation of St. Olave from the church of Rome-.; and 
notwithft'anding the general prefumption, which lies, either againft the under-
ftanding or morals of every one, who· in thofe ignorant ages w:as dignified with 
th~t title, he feems· to have been a man of merit and virtue. Sweyn, tho' lefs 
fcrupulous than Olave, was obliged, upon the departure of the Norwegian prince,, 
to evacuate alfo the kingdom with all his followers. 

THIS compofition brought but a fhort interval to the miferies of the Englifh"'" 
The Danifh pyrates appeared foon after. in the Severne ; and having committed 
fpoil in Wales, as well as in Cornwal and Devon, they failed round to the fouth
coaft, and entering the Tamar, com pleated the devaftation of thefe two counties. 
They then returned to the Briftol- channel ; and per~etrating into the country by 
the Avon, fpread themfelves over all that neighbourhood, and carried fire and 
fword even into Dorfctfhire t. They next changed the feat of war; and afcer ra
vaging the ifle of Wight, they entered the Thames, and Med.way, and laid Liege 
to Rochefter, where they defeated the Kentilh- men in a great battle :j:. After this 
victory, the whole province of Kent was made a fcene of !laughter, fire and de
vaftation. The extremity of' thefe miferies forced the Engliih into councils for 
common defence both by fea and land ; but the weaknefs of the King, the clivi
fions of the nobility, the treachery of fome, the cowardice of others, the want of 
concert in all, fmftrated every endeavour; an,d their fleets and armies either came 
too late to attack the enemy, or were repulfed with dilhonour ; and the people 
were thus eq'ually ruined by refifl:ance or by fubmiffion II· The Englifh, there
fore, devoid both of prudence and unanimity in council, of courage and <;:ondut1: 
in. the field, had recourfe to the fame weak expedient, which by experience they 
might have already found fo ineffeCtual ; and they offered the Danes to buy peace 
by paying them a large fum of money. Thefe ravagers rofe continually in their 
de!il1ands ; and now required the payment of 24,000 1. which the Engliih were 
fo mean and imprudent.as to fubmit to§. The departure of the Danes procured 

* Chron. Sax. p. 129. H. Hunt, p. 358. Hoveden, p. 428. Chron. Mailr. p. 152. Sim. 
Dun. p. 163. Brompton, p. 88o. 

t Chron: Sax. p. 129. Hoveden, p. 428. Sim. l)un. p. 163. 
:j: H. Humph. 358. Hovedcn, F· 429. Chron. Mailr. p. I 53· Brompton, p. 882; 
U Chron. Sax. p. 129, 130. W. Malm. p. 63. Hoveden, p. 429. Higden, p. 271. Sim. Dun. 
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Chap. IH. tthem a fhort interval of repofe~ which they enjoyed as if it were to be perpetual, 
without making any effeCtual preparations for giving them a more vigorous re
.ception upon their next return. 

BEsiDES receiving this fum, the Danes were engaged by another circumftance 
to depart a kingdom, which appeared fo little in a fituation to Fefi!l: their efforts : 
They were invited over by their countrymen in Normandy, who at this time were 
hard preffed by the arms of Robert King of France, and who found it difficult 
to defend the fettlement, which with fo much advantage to them!dves and glory 
to their nation, they had made in that country. It is pnJbable, alfo, that Ethel
red, obferving the clofe connexions, thus maintained among all the Danes, how
ever divided in government or fituation, was de.firous of procuring an alliance with 
that formidable people; and fc:>r this purpofe, being now a widower, he made his 
addreffes to Emma, fi!l:er to Richard II. duke of Normandy, and he foon fuc-

xooi. ceeded in his negotiations. The princefs came over this year to England, and 
was married to Ethelred '*-' , 

Settlement of IN the end of the ninth and beginning of the tenth century; when the north, 
.the Normans. not yet exhaufled by that multitude of people or rather nations, whom fh.e had 

fucceffively emitted, fent forth a new race, not of conquerors as before, but of 
pyrates and ravagers, who infe!l:ed the counrry, poffeffed by her once warlike 
fons ; there Jived Rollo, a ,petty prince or chiefrain in Denmark, whofe valou.r 
and abilities foon drew the attention of his countrymen. He was expofed in his 
youth to the jealoufy of the King of Denmark, who attacked his fmaJJ, but inde
pendant principality ; and who 'being foiled in every affautt, had recourfe at !aft 
to ptrfidy fur effectuating his purpofe, whiCh he had fo often attempted in vain 
by force of arms t : He Juned Rollo into fecurlty by an infidious peace; and 
falling fuddenly uron him, he murdered his hrorher and his bravefi officers, and 
forced him to ·fly for fafery·into Scandinavia. Here mady of his antient fllbjetl:s, 
induced partly 'by affection to their prince, partly by the oppreffions of the Danifh 
Monarch, ranged themfelves under his fiandard, and offered to follow him in 
every .enterprize. Rollo, inftead of attempting to recover his paternal dominions, 
where he muft expect a vigorous refifl:ance from the Danes, determined to purfue 
an eafier, but more important undertaking, and to make his fortune, in imitation 
of his countrymen, by pillaging the richer and more fourhern coafis of .l::urope. 
He collected a body of troops, which like that of all thefe ravagers, was compofed 
<Jf Norwegiam, S\\edts, Frifians, Danes, and adventurers of all nations, who, 

* H. Hun~. p. 359· I-li;sden, p. 271. 
:f Dudo ex edit. Duchefne, f· 70, 71. Gul. Gernet'cenis, lib. z, cap. z, 3• 
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being accuftomed to a roving, unfettled life, took delight in nothing but war Chap. HI. 

and plunder. His reputation drew him affociates from all quarters; and a vi-
fion, which he pretended to have appeared to him in his Oeep, and which, ac. 
cording to his interpretation of it, prognofl:icated to him the greateft fuccelfes,. 
proved alfo a powerful incentive with thofe ignorant and fuperftitious people*. 

THE firft attempt of Rollo was on England, near the end of Alfred's reign; 
when that great monarch, having fettled Guthrun and his followers in Eafr
Anglia, and others of there free-booters in Northumberland, an·d having refrored 
peace to his harraffed country, had eftablifhed the mofl: excellent military, as well 
as civil infi:itutions among the Englifh. The prudent Dane, finding that no ad
vantages could be gained over fuch a people, governed by fuch a prince, foon turn
ed his enterprizes againfl: France, which he found more expo~ed to his inroads t ; 
and during the reigns of Eudes, an ufurper, and of Charles the Simple, a weak 
prince, he committed the moft deftructive ravages on the inland, as well asmari
time provinces of that kingdom. The French, having no means of defence 
againft a chieftain, who united all the valour of his countrymen with the policy 
of more civilized nations, were obliged to fubmit to the expedient praetifed by 
Alfred, and to offer the invaders a fettlement in fome of thofe provinces, which 
they had depopulated by their arms :j:. 

THE reafon, why the Danes for many years purfued meafures fo different from 
thofe embraced by the Goths, Vandals, Franks, Bnrgundians, Lombards, and 
other northern conquerors, was the great difference, in the method of attack 
which was praCtifed by thefe feveral nations, and to which the nature of their 
particular fituations neceifarily confined them. The latter tribes, -living in an 
inland country, made incurfions by land upon the Roman empire; and when they 
entered far into the frontiers, they were obliged to carry along with them their 
wives and families, whom they had no hopes of foon re-vifiting, and who could 

not otherwife participate of their plunder. This circumftance quickly made them 
think of forcing a fettlement in the provinces, which they had over-run; and 
thefe barbarians, fpreading thel!)felves over the country, found an intereft in 
proteCting the property and induftry of the people, whom they fubdued. But 
the Danes and Norvegians, invited by their maritime fituation, and obliged to 
fubfift themfelves in their uncultivated' c.ountry by fifhing, had acquired fome ex
perience of navigation ; an.d in their military excurfions purfued the method 
praCl:ifed againft the Roman empN-e by the more early Saxons: They made de-

• Dudo, p. 7 I. Gul. Gem. in epilt-. ad Gul. Conq. 
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Chap. III. [cents in fmall bodies from t_heir !hips or rather boats, and ravaging the coaffs-; 
returned with the booty to their families, whom they could not conveniently 
carry along with them in thefe hazaroous enterprizes.. But when they increafed· 
their armaments, made incurfions into the inland countries, and found it fafe to
remain longer in the midft of the enemy, they had been accufromed to crowd 
their veffels with their wives and children, and having. no longer any temptation. 
to return into their own country, they willingly embraced an opportunity off~-
tling in the warm climates and cultivated fields of the fouth'.. · 
: AFFAIRS were in this fituation with Rollo and his followers,. when Charles
propofed to relinquifh to them the province formerly called Neuftria, and~ 
to pur-chafe peace of them on. thefe hard conditions. After all the terms 
were fully agreec4 there appeared only one circumftance fhocking to the haughty 
D~ne: He was. required to do, homage to Charles for his province, and to put-~ 
himfelf in that humi-liating· pofture;. impofed on vaffals by the rices of the feudal 
law. He long refufed to fubrpit to this indignity; but being unwilling to lofe
fuch important!. advantages for a mere ceremony, he made a facrifice of his· pride· 
to his intereft,. and. acknowledged himfelf in form the vaffal of the French mo
narch t~ Charles gave. him hi!J daughter,_ GiOa,. in marriage ; and that he might-c 
bind him fafter tG his interefts, made him a donation of a. confiderable territory, 
befides what he was obliged to furrender to him by his ftipulations-. When fome 
of the. French nobles informed him,, that, 1n return for· fo generous a prefent, it" 
was e"'pecfred, that he fu.ould throw bimfelf at the King's feet-, and make fuitable
acknewledgments for his bounty; Rollo replied, that he WO!Jld rather break off· 
the whole tr-eaty; and it was wi·th fome difficulty they could perfuade him to. 
make that compliment by one of ·his captains. The Dane,. commiffioned for· 
this purpofe., fuJI of indignation at the ord~r, and defpifing fo unwarlike a prince,. 
caught Charles by the: foot, and~ pr~tending to carry it to his mouth,. that he· 
might kifs it, overthrew him before all his coureiers. The French nation, fen
!ible of their prefent weaknefs, found it prudent to overlook this infult * . 

• RoLLO, who was now in the decline of life, and was tired of wars and depre
dations, applied himfelf, with ·mature c-ouncils, to too fettl'ement of his new.· 
acquired territory, which was thenceforth called Normandy ; and he parcelled it· 
out among his captains. and followers. He followed· in this partition the cuftoms. 
o:ftbe feudal law, which was then univerfa-lly eftablilhed in the fouthern countries, 
of Europe, and which fuited the peculiar circumftances of that age; He treated 
~e French fubjefu w.ho fubmltted to him, with mildnet5 and juftice; he reclaimed{ 

t Ypod. Neuft, p. 417,. 
'' 
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hi~ antient followers from their ferocity and violence; he ell:ablifhed law and Chap. IIr~ 
order throughout his ftate; · a:nd after a life, fpent in tumults and ravages, he 
died peaceably in a good old age, and left his dominions to his pofterity *. 

· WrtLIAM I. who fucceed.ed him, governed the dutchy for twenty-five years; 
and during-this time, the Normans were thoroughly intermingled with the French, 
had acquired their language, had imitated their manners, and bad made fuch 
progrefs towards cultivation, that, on the death of William, his fon, Richard~ 
tho' a minor t, inherited his dominions :· A certain proof, that the Normans 
were already well advanced in civility, and that their government could now reft 
fecure on its laws and civil inftitutions, and was not wholly fuftained by the abilities 
of the fovereign. Richard, after a long reign of fifty-four years, was fucceeded 
by his fon of the fame name in the year 996 :f: ; which was eighty-five years after 
the firfr eilabliihment of the Normans in France.· This was the duke, who gave 
his· fifter, Emma;. in mar-riage·to Ethelred, King of Englana, and who thereby 
formed connec9:ions with a country, which his pofterity were fo foon after de::f
tined to fubdue. 

THE Danes had· oeen eft,abliihed during a longer period, in England than in 
France; an-tl dfo'' the fimilarity of their original language to. that of .the Saxons 
invited them t'o· a more early' coalition with the natives, tney had found, as yet, 
fo little example of civilized manners among the Englifh, that they retained all 
their antient ferocity, and valued themfelves only on their national character of mi
litary bravery. The recent, as well as more antieritatchievements of their coun
trymen, tended to. fuftain this idea ; a6d the Englilh princes, particularly 
Athelftan and Edgar, fenfible of that fuperiority, had been accuftomed to keep 
in pay bodies of Daniih troops, who were quartered abom the country, and 
committed many violences upon the inhabitants. Thefe mercen~ries had attained 
to fuch a height of luxury, according to the old Englifh writers 11, that they 
combed their hair once a day, bathed themfelves once a week, changed their 
cloaths frequently; and by all thefe arts of effeminacy, as well as by their mi
litary charaCter, had rendered themfelves fo agreeable to the fair fex, that they 
<iebauched the wives and daughters of the Englifh, and had difhonoured many fa
milies. But what moft provoked the inhabitants was, that, infl:ead of defending 
them againft invaders, they were ever ready to betray them to the foreign Danes~ 
and to alfociate themfelves with all the ftraggling parties of that nation. The ani
mofity between the inhabitants of Englifh and D:mifh race, had, from thefe repeated 

• Gul Gemet. lib. 2. cap. 19·, zo, 21. 
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injuries, rifen to a great height; when Ethelred, from a policy incident to 
weak princes, embraced the cruel refolution of maifacring the latter throughdut 
at! his dominions*. Secret orders were difpatched to commence the e~~cution 
every where on the fame day ; and the fefti\ral of St. Brice, which fell O't-l:'a Sun
day,_ the day on which the Danes ufually bathed themfelves, was chofen for that 
purpofe. It is needlefs to repeat the accounts tranfmitted of .the barbarity of this 
maifacre: The rage of the populace, excited by fo many injuries, fanCl:ified by 
authority, and ftimulated by example, diftinguilhed not between innocence and 
guilt, fpared nehher fex nor age, and was not fatiated without the tortures, as 
well as death, of the unhappy victims f. Even Gunilda, fifter to the King of 
Denmark, who had married earl Paling, and had embraced Chriftianity, was, 

from the advice of Edric, earl of Wilts, feized and condemned to death by 
Ethelred, after feeing_ her hufband and children butchered before her face; The, 

unhappy princefs foretold, in the agonies of defpair, that her murde_r would foon 
be avenged by the_ total ruin of the Englilh nation t· 

NEVER was prophecy better fulfilled; and never did barbarous policy prove' 
more fatal to the actors. Sweyn and' his Danes, who wanted but a pretence to-
invade the Englifh, appeared off the weftern coaft, and threatened to take fulL 
revenge for the llaughter of their countrymen. Exeter fell firft into their han-ds, 
from the negligence or treachery of earl Hugh, a Norman, who had been made 
governor by the intereft of ~een Emma 11. They began to fpread-their devaf
tions over the- country; when the Englifh, fentiole. of what outrages they muil::. 
now ex-pect from their barbarous and offended enemy, affembled more early and. 
in grearer- numbers, than ufual, and made an appearance of vigorotL~ refiftance. 
But· all th& prepanltions were fruftrated oy the treachery of duke Alfric,. who-

• Almofr all.the antient hiftorians fpeak of this malfacre of the Danes as if it had been·univerfal; 
and as if every individual of that nation throughout England had been .put to death. But the Danes· 
were almoft the fole inhabitants in the kingdoms of Northumberland and Eaft-Aoglia, and were very 
n•Jmerous in Mercia. This reprefentation therefore of the matter is abfolutely impoffible. Great re ... 
ftflance mufi have been made; and violent-wars infued;:. which was not the cafe. This account given, 
by W'allingford, tho' he ftands fingle, muft be admitted a~ the only true one. We are told, that the 
name Lurdane, /IJrd Dane, for an idle lazy fellow, who lives at other people's expence, came from the· 
condua of the Danes, who_ were put to de.ath. But the Englifh princes had been -entirely mafters for, 
feveral generations ;_ and only fupported a military corps of that nation. It feems probable therefore,. 
that it was thefe Danes only thatwere put to death. 

t W. Malin. p. 64. H~ Hunt. p. 3-6'o. Hoveden,. p. 42g. Higden, p. 271. Abbas Rieval~ 
p. 362. Brompton, p. 885. Matth. Weft. p. zoo. Ypod. Neuil. p. 427 • 
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was intrufred with the command, and who, feigning licknefs, refufed to lead the Chap. ru. 
army again.fr the Danes till it was difpirited, and at Jaft diffipated, by his fatal 
mifconduCl: *.. Alfric feon after died;: and Edric, a greater traitor than he, 
who had married the King's daughter, and had acquired a total afcendant over 
him, fucceecled Alfric in the government of Mercia, and in the command 
of the Engl.iih .. armies t. A great fam1ne, proceeding partly from the bad fea-
ions, part! y from: the decay of agriculture, added to all the other miferies of 
the inhabitants :t:. The country, wafred by the DJnes, harraffed by the fruitlefs 1007• 

expeditions of its own forces, was reduced to the utmoft defolation ; and at !all: 
fubmitted to the infamy of purchafing a precarious peace from the enemy, by the 
payment of 3o,ooo pounds 11. 

THE Englifh endeavoured to employ this interval in making preparations 
againft the return of the Danes, which they had reafon foon to expetl:. A law 
was made, ordering the proprietors of eight hydes of land to provide themfelves 
of a horfeman and a compleat fuit of armour; and thofe of 3 r o hydes to equip 
a ihip for the defence of the coaft §. When this navy was aifembled, which 
muft have confifted of near eight hundred veffels -b all hopes of its fuccefs were 
difappointed by the fa·ctions, animofities, and diffenfions of the nobility;. Edric had 
impelled his brother Brightric to advance an accufation of treafon againfr Wolf~ 
noth, governor of Suffex, the father of the famous earl Godwin; and that noble~ 
man, well acquainted with the malevolence as well as power of his enemy, found 
no other means of fafety but in deferting with twenty fhips to the Danes. Bright .. 
ric purfued him with a fleet of eighty fail; but his fhips being ihattered in a 
tempeft, and ftr~nded on the coaft, he was fuddenly attacked by Wolfnoth, and 
all his veffels burnt and deftroyed *. The· imbecility of the King was little ca
pable of repairing this mifcarriage: The treachery of Edric fruftrated every plan 
of future defence t : And the Englifh navy, difconcerted, difcouraged, and di .. -
vided, was at laft.fcattered into its feveral harbours :t:,. 

* Chron. Sax. p. l"33· H; Hunt. p. 360. Hoveden, p. 429.. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. B• 
Simeon Dunelm. p. 165. Brompton, p. 885. 

t W. Malm. p. 63. Hoveden, p. 430. Chron. Mailr, p. 154. 
:t Chror. Sax. p. 133· W. l\1alm. R· 63. H. Hunt. p. 36ol 
11 Chron. Sax. p. 136. W. Malm. p. 63. H. Hunt. p. 360. Hoveden, p: 430. Higden, p. 272, 

§·· Chron. Sax; p. 136. H: Hunt. p. 360. Hoveden, p. 430. Simeon Dun. p. 166. Bromp--
ton, p. 887. Matth. Weft. p. 198. Flor. Wigorn. p. 61z. 

+' There were 243,6oo hydes in England. Confequently the fhips equiped muft he 785. The 
oavalry was 30,450 men. 

* Chron. Sax. p. 1·37· W. Maim. p. 63. Hoveden, p. 430. 
t. Hoveden, p. 431. Sim. Dun. p. 167. Brompton, p. 88;-, 
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IT is impoffible, and would be tedious, to relate particularly all the miferies 
to which the Englifh were 'thenceforth expofed. We hear of nothing but the 
facking and burning of towns; the deva.flations of the open country; the ap
pearance of the enemy in every quarter of the kingdom ; their cruel diligence in 
difcovering any corner which had not been ranfacked by their former violence. 
The broken and disjointed narration of the antient hi!l:orians is here well adapted 
to the nature of.the war, which was conducted by fuch fudden inroads, as would 
have been dangerous even to an united and well governed kingdom, but proved 
fatal, where nothing but a general confternation, and mutual diffidence and dif. 
fenfion prevailed. The governors of one province refufed to march to the af
fifrance of another, and were at laft terrified from affembling their forces for the 
defence of their own province *. General councils were affern bled ; but either 
no refolution was taken, or none was executed. And the only expedient in- which 
the Englifh agreed, was the bafe and imprudent one, of buying anew a peace of 
.the Danes by the payment of 4S,ooo pounds t. 

'THis rneafure did not bring them even that fhort interval of repofe which they 
had expected from it. The Danes, neglecting all engagements, continued their 
devaftations and hoftilities ; levied a new contribution of 8ooo po4nds fr,om the
.county of Kent alone; murdered the archbifhop of Canterbury, who had refufed 
to countenance this exaction :j:; and the Englifh nobility found no other refource 
than that of fubmitting every where to the Danifh monarch, fwearing allegiance 
to him, and delivering him hoftages for their good behayiour [1. Ethelred:J. 
equally afraid of the violence of the enemy, and the treachery of his own fub· 
jects, fled into Normandy, whither he haJ fent before him ~een Emma, and. 
her two fons, Alfred and Edward §. Richard received his unhappy guefts with 
a generofity which does honour to his memory. 

THE King had not been above· fix weeks in No·rmandy, when he heard of the 
death of Sweyn, who expired at Gainfborough, before he had time to eftabli!h 
himfelf in his new acquired dominions .J... The Engliih prelates and nobility, 
taking advantage of this event, fent over a deputation to Normandy, inviting 
Ethelred to return to them, expreffing their defire of being governed again by 
their native prince, and intimating their hopes., that, being now better taught by 

* Chron. Sax. p. q.o. t Hoveden, ·p. 412. Chron. Mailr. p. 1 54• Chron. St. Petri 
"de Burgo, p. 35· Sim. Dun, p. 169. t Chron. Sax. p. 142. Eadmer, p. 4·• 

:[I Sim. Dun. p. r69, r7o. c§ Chron. Sax. p. 144. W. Maim. p. 70. 
:!- Sim. Dun. p. ,l ;o. 

experience, 
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txperience, he would avoid all thofe errors, which had been attended with fuch Chap. !If;; 

misfortunes to himfelf and to his people*. But the mifconduB: of Ethelred was 
incurable ; and on his refuming the government, he difcovered the fame incapa-
city, indolence,. cowardice, and credulity, which had fo often expofed him to 
the infults of his enemies. His fon -in-law, Edric, notwithftanding his repeated 
treafons, retained fuch in.fluence at court, as to inftil into the King jealoufies of: 

Sigefert and Morcar, two of the chief nobles of Mercia: He allured them into 
his houfe, where he murdered them t; while Ethelred participated in the infamy: 
of this aB:ion, by confifcating their eftates, and thrufting into a convent the wi
dow of Sigefert. She was a woman of fingular be;mty and merit ; and in a vifit 
which was paid her, during her confinement, by prince Edmond, the King's e{. 

deft fon, the infpired him with fo violent an affection, that he releafed her from, 
t·he convent, and foon after married her, without his father's· confent :f:. 
MEA~WHIU the En.glifh found in Canute, the fon and fucceffor of Sweyn, an' 

enemy no lefs terrible than the prince, from whom death had fo lately delivered 
them. He ravaged the eaftern coaft with mercilefs fury, and put afhore all the 
Englifh hoftages at Sandwich, after having. cut off their hands and nofes 11. He 
was obliged, by the neceffity o£ his affairs; to make a voyage to Denmark ; but 
returning foon after, .. he continued his depredations along the fouthern coafl:; and 
even broke into the counties of Dorfet,. Wilts, and· Somerfet ; where an army 
was alfembled againft. him; under the command of prince Edmond and duke 
Edric. The latter frill continued his perfidious· machinarions; and after endea.- roxs:.--
vouring in vain to get: the prince into his power~ found means to diffipate the ar-
my, and he then openly deferted to., Canute with forty veffels §.· 

NoTWITHSTANDING this misfortune,. Edmond was·not: difconcerted; but ar: 
fembling together all the force~f England, was in a condition to give the enemy 
battle. The King had had fuch frequent experience of perfidy among his fub
jects, that he had loft all mnfidence in them; and he remained at London, pre• 
tending ficknefs, but really from apprehenGons,. that they intended to buy their 
peace, by delivering him into the hands of his· enemies +· The army called , 
aloud for their fovereign to march at their head againft the Da ne:s ; and on his, 
refufal to. take the field, they. were fo difcouraged, that all thefc vall: preparations, 

* Chron. Sax. p. If); W. Maim. p. 71. Hoveden, p' 433~ Higden, p. 273. 
p:. 17H Diceto, p. 466; A!ur. Beverl. p. 115 •. 

t W. Maim. p. 71. H. Hunt. p. y6z. Hoveden, p. 433· Sim. Dun. p. 171, 
p. 892, fl93· j: W. Maim. p. 71. 

11 Chron. Sax. p. I;j.)· W. Maltp.p. 71. Hoveden, p. 433; Hit,den, p. 273•. 
i• Chron. Sax, p. 146 •. W. Malm. p. 71. H. Hunt. p. 362. Hoveden, P• 433·. 
+ Sim. Dun. p. 172. Brompton, p. 893• 
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(.':h"P· III. became·. ineffeCtual for the defence of the kingdom *. Edmond, deprived of all 
regular refources to maintain the foldiers, was obliged to commit equal ravages 
with thofe praetifed by the Danes t ; and after making fame fruitlefs expeditions 
into the north, which had fubmitted entirely to Canute's power, he retired to 
London, determined there to maintain to the laft extremity the fmall remains of 
Englifh liberty. He here found every thing in confufion by the death of the 
King, who expired after an unhappy and inglorious reign of thirty·five years. 

6 He lefc two fans by his firft marriage, Edmond, who fucceeded him, and Ed-
~ot • ...., 

wy, whom Canute afterwards murdered t· His two fans by the fecond marriage, 
Alfred and Edward, were, immediately upon Ethelred's death, conveyed into 

Normandy by ~een Emma. 

E D M 0 N D Iron fide. 

THIS prince, who received the name of Iron fide from his hardy valour, pof· 
feffed courage and abilities fufficient to have faved his country from linking 

into thefe calamities, but not to raife it from that abyfs of mifery .into which it 
had already fallen. Among the other misfortunes of the Englifh, treachery and 
difaffeCtion had crept in among the nobility and prelates; and Edmond found no 
.better expedient to prevent the farther progrefs of thefe fatal evils, than to lead 
his army inftantly into the field, and to employ them againft the common ene
my. After meeting with fame 

1
fuccefs at Gillingham 11, he prepared himfelf in 

,one general engagement to decide the fate of his crown, and at Scoerfton, in the 
county .of Glocefter, he offered battle to the enemy, who were commanded by 
Canute and Edric. Fortune in the beginning of the day declared for him ; but 
Edric, having cut off the head of one Ofmer, whofe countenance refembled tha~' 
of Edmond, he fixed it on a fpear, carried it thro' the ranks in triumph, and 
.called aloud to the Engli!h, that it was time for them to fly ; for behold ! the 

. head of the'ir fovereign §. . And tho' Edmond, obferving the confternation of 
the troops, took off his helmet -J-, and fhowed himfelf to them, the utmoft he 
could gain by his aCl:ivity and valour was to leave the victory undecided. Edric 
took now a furer method to ruin him, by pretending to defert to him ; and as 
Edmond was well acquainted with his power, and pt:obably knew no other of 

• Chron. Sax. p. 147• Hoveden, p. 434· Sim. Dun. p. 172. 
t Chron, Sax. p. 147· Hoveden, p. 434· t Hoveden, p. 436. Chron. Mailr. p. J5). 

II W. Maim. p. 72. H. Hunt. p. 363. Hoveden, p. 434· His;den, p. 273. 
§ W. Malm. p. JZ· Hoveden~ p. 435· Hjgden, p. 273. .&- W. Maim . .1?· 72. 

the 
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the chief nobility in whom he could repofe more confidence, he was obliged, not• 
withftanding his repeated perfidy, to ,give him a confiderable command in his ar
my *. A battle foon after enfued at Allington in Effex; where Edric, flying 
in the beginning of the day, occafioned the total defeat of the Englilh, followed by 
a great £laughter of the nobility t. The indefatigable Edmond, however, had 
frill refources ; and affembling a new army at Glocefter, was again in a condition 
to difpute the field; when the Danilh and Englilh nobility, equally harraffed 
with thefe convulfions, obliged their kings to come to a compromife, and to di
vide the kingdom between them by treaty. Canute referved to himfelf the 
northern divifion of Mercia, Eaft-Anglia, and Northumberland, which he had 
entirely fubdued : The fouthern parts were left to Edmond :j:. This prince fur. 
vived the treaty about a month ; and was murdered at Oxford by two of his 
chamberlains, accomplices of Edric §, who thereby made way for the fucceffion 
of Canute the Dane to the crown of England. 

C A N U T E the Great. 
I 

Chap. IIf~ ... 

THE Englilh, who had been unable to defend their country, and main~ain 1017• 

their independancy, under fo active and brave a prince as Edmond, could, 
after his death, expect nothing but total fubjection from Canute, who, active 
and brave himfelf, was at the head of a great force, and was ready to take ad van
tage of the minority of Edwin and Edward, the two fons'of Edmond. Yet this 
conqueror, who was commonly fo little fcn.ipulous, fl1owed himfelf anxious to 
cover his injuftice under plaufible pretences; and before he feized the dominions 
of the Englilh princes, he fummoned a general affembly of the ftates of Eng
land, in order to fix the fucceffion of the kingdom. He here fuborned fome 
nobles to depofe, that, in the treaty of Glocefter, it was agreed, that, in cafe of 
Edmond's death, Canute fhould either be his fucceffor in his dominions, or be 
tutor to his children+ (for hi!lorians vary in this particular) : And this evidence~ 
fupported by the great power of Canute, determined the ftates immediately to put 
the Danilh monarch in poffeffion of the government. Canute, jealous of the two 
young princes, but fenfible that he fhould render himfelf extremely odious, if he 

• W. Maim. p. 72. Hov:eden, p. 435• 
den, p. 274· Wallingford, p. 549· 

§ H. Hunt. p. 263. Higden, p. 274-
Brompton, p. 906. 

+ Hoveden, p. 436. Higden, p. 274• 
ton, p. 907, 

VoL. J. 

t W. Malm. p. 72. Hoveden, p. 435· Hig~ 
:t: W. Maim. p. 72. 

Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 36. Diceto, p. 466. 

Sim. Dun. r~ 17 5. Abbas RievaJ. p. 365. Bromp-
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Chap. III. ordered them to be difpatched in England, fent them abroad to his ally, the King: 
of Sweden, whom he defired, fo foon as they arrived at his court; to rid him, by: 
their death, of all farther anxiety. The Swedifh monarch was to() generous to· 
comply with this requeft; but being afraid to draw on, himfelf a quarrel wltb. 
Canute, by protecting the Engli!h princes, he· fent them to Solomon, King of· 
Hungary, to be educated in his court *• The elder, Edwin, was afterwards 
married to Solomon's fifter; but dying without iffue, that prince gave his fifter-
~n-law, Agatha, daughter of the Emperor Henry II. in marriage to Edward,.,. 
the younger qr~t~er; and lhe bore him Edgar Atheling, Margaret, afterwards. 
~een of Scotland, and Chriftina, who retired into a convent. 

CANUTE, tho' he had reached his great point of ambition, in obtaining poffef .. · 
fion of the Englifu crown, was obliged· at firft to make great facrifices .to it; and 
to gratify the chief of the nobility, by beftowing on them the moll exteflfive go
vernments and jurifdictions~ He created Thurkill earl or duke of Eaft~Anglia., 
(for thefe titles were then nearly of the fame import) Yric of Northumberland,. 
and Edric of Mercia ; referving only to himfelf the adminiftration of Weffex t. 
But feizing afterwards afavourable opportunity, he expelled Thurkill and Yric 
from their governments, and. banifhed them the kingdom t: He put to death 
many of the Englifu nobi!ity, on ~hofe fidelity he could not rely, and whom he 
hated on account of their infidelity to their native prince 11 : And even the_ t~aitor, 
Edric, having.had the affurance to reproach him with his fervices, was condemn~ 
ed to be executed, and his body to be thrown into the Thames;' afuitable reward 
for his multiplied acts of perfidy and rebellion §. 

CANUTE alfo found himfelf obliged, in the beginning of his reign, to load the· 
people with heavy taxes, in order to reward his-Danilh followers ; and he. exacted· 
from them at one time the fum of 72,ooo pounds; befides 1 I,ooo pounds, which 
he levied from London alone+· He ·was probably willing, from political motives,. 
to mulct fevereiy that city, on account of its affectionate adhering to Edm~:md,. .. 
and its refilling, during the late reign, the Danifu power in two obftinate fieges *· 
But thefe rigors· were imputed to neceffity ; and Canute, like a wife prince,. was, 

• W. Maim. p. 73· Hoveden, p. 436. Chron •. Mailr. p. -'55• Higden, p. 275• Siin, Dun. 
p. 176. Diceto~ p. 466. · 

t Chron. Sax. p. 151. W. Maim. p. 73· Hoveden, P• 436. Higden,p. 274. Brompton; p.9o6· 
:J: Hoveden, p; 437· II H. Hunt. ,p: 363. Abbas Rieval. p. 365 •. 
§ W. Maim. p. 73· Hoveden, p. 436. 
4 Chron. Sax. p~ I 51· H. Hunt. p. 3 63. Chron •. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 3 7. 
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{}etermined, that the Englifh people,. now deprived of all their dangerous lead- Chap. nr. 
ers, fhould be reconciled to the Danith yoke~ by the j uftice and equality of his 
adminiftration *. He fent back to Denmark as many of his followers as he could 
fafely fpare : He reflored the Saxon cufloms in a general affembly of the flates of 
the kingdom t : He made no difiiAttion between Danes and Englifh in the diftri-
bution of juftice :f: : And he took care~ by .a ftrict execution of law~ to protect 
the lives and properties of all his people. The Danes were gradually incorpo-
rated with his new fubjects; and both were glad to breathe a little from thofe 
multiplied calamities, from which the one, no lefs than the other, had, in their 
fierce conteft for power, experienced fuch fatal confequences. 

THE removal of Edmond's children into fo diftant a country as Hungary, was, 
next to their death, regarded by Canute as the greateft fecurity of his .govern;. 
ment; and he had no farther anxiety, except with regard to Alfred and Edward, 
who were protected and fupported by their uncle, Richard, duke of Normandy. 
Richard even fitted out a great armament, in order to reftore the Englifh princes 
to the throne of their anceftors; and tho' the navy. was difperfed by a ftorm, 
Canute faw the danger to which he ~as expofed, from the animofity of fo war
like a people as the Normans. In order to acquire the friendihip of the duke, he 
paid his addreffes to ~een Emma, the fifter of that prince ; and promifed, that 
he would leave the children whom he fhould have by that marriage, in poffeffion of 
the crown of England. Richard complied with his demand, and fent over Emma 
to England, where !he was foon after married to Canute [l. The Englifh, tho' 
they difapproved. of her efpoufing the mortal enemy of her former hufband and 
his family, were pleafed to find at court a fovereign to whom they were accuftom
ed, and who had already formed connexions with them : And thus Canute, be· 
fides fecuring, by his marriage, the alliance of Normandy, gradlJally acquired, l::iy 
the fame means, the confidence of his own people §. The Norman prince fur
vived not long the marriage of Emma ; and he left the inheritance of the dutchy 
to his eldeft fon of the fame name ; who, dying a year after him without children, 
was fucceeded by his brother Robert, a man of valour and ability. 

CANUTE, having fettled his power in England beyond all darmer of a revolu
tion,- made a voyage to Denmark, where he was attacked by the King of Swe
-den ; and he carried along with him a great body of the Engli!h, under the com-
-mand of earl God win. This nobleman had here an opportunity of performing a 

* Ingulf, p. -58. 
:J: W. Malmef. p. 73· 
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Chap. III. fervice, by which he both reconciled the King's mind to the Englifh nation, and 
gaining to bimfelf thr friendfhip of that prince, laid the foundation of that im
menfe fortune which he acquired to his family. He was ftationed next the Swedifu 
camp; and obferving a favourable opportunity, which he was obliged fuddenly 
to feize, he attacked the enemy in the night, drove them from their trenches, 
threw them into diforder, purfued his advantage, and obtained a decifive victory 
over them. Next morning, Canute, feeing the Englifh camp entirely abandoned, 
imagined that thefe difaffetl:ed troops had deferced to the enemy ; and he was 
agreeably furprifed to find that they were at that time engaged in purfuit of the 
difcomfited Swedes*. He was fo pleafed with this fuccefs, and the manner of 
obtaining it, that he beftowed his daughter in marriage upon Godwin, and treated 
him evec after with the moft entire confidence and regard. 

ioz~. IN another voyage, which he made afterwards to Denmark, Canute attacked 
Norway, and expelled the jufl, but unwarlike Olaus, from his kingdom, of 
which he retained poffeffion till the death of that prince t. He had now by his 
conquefi:s and valour attained the utmoft height of his ambition ; and having Jei
fure from wars and intrigues, he felt the u·nfatisfatl:ory nature of all human en_ 
joyments ; and equ~lly weary of the glories and turmoils of this life, he began to 
caft his view towards that fu~ure exiftence, which it is fo natural for the human 
mind, whether fatiated by profperiry or difgufted with adverlity, to make the 
object of its attention. Unfortunately, the fpirit which prevailed in that age gave· 
a wrong direCtion to his devotion ; and inftead of making atonement to thofe 
whom he had injured by his former acts of violence, he employed himfe]f entirely 
in thofe exercifes of piety, which the monks reprefented as the moft meritorious. 
He built churches, he endowed monafteries :j:, he enriched the ecclefiaftics, and he 
beftowed revenues for the fupport of chantries at Allington and other places~ 
where he appointed prayers to be faid for the fouls of thofe who had there fallen 
in battle againft him IJ. He even undertook a pilgrimage to Rome§', where he 
fojourned a confiderable time ; and befides obtaining from the Pope fome privileges 
for the Engliili fchool erected there, he engaged all the princes through whofe do
minions he was obliged to pafs, to defift from thofe heavy impofitions and tolls, 
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which they were accufl:omed to exaCl: from the Englifh pilgrims*. By this fpirit 
of devotion, no lefs than by his equitable and politic adminiftration, he gained, 
in a good meafure, the affections of his fubj:etls. 

CANuTE, who was the greatefl: and moft powerftJl prince of his time, Cove
reign of Denmark and Norway, as well as of England, could not fail to meett 
with adulation from his courtiers ; a tribute which is liberally paid even to the 
meanefl: and weakeft princes. Some of his flatterers, breaking out, one day, in 
admiration of his grandeur, exclaimed that every thing was poffible for him : 
Upon which the monarch, it is faid, ordered his chair to be fet on the fea Iho.re,, 
while the tide was making ; ~nd as the waters approached, he commanded them 
to retire, and to obey the voice of him who was lord of the ocean. He feigned 
to fit fame time in expeCtation of their fubmiffion; but when the fea frill ad van~ 
ced towards him, and began to walh him with its billow5, he turned to his cour
tiers, and remarked to them, that every creature in the univerfe was feeble and im.
potent, and that power refided with one Being alone, in whofe hands were all the 
elements of nature, who could . fay to the ocean, 'I'hus far jhalt thou go, and no 
farther, and who could~ level with his nod the mofii towering piles o£ human pride, 
and ambition t. 

THE only memorable atfrion which Canute performed after his return from 
Rome, was an expedition againft Malcolm, King of ·Sc0tland :j:. During the, 
reign of Ethelred., there had been impofed a t·ax. of a !hilling a hide on all the
lands of Englan<il, which was commonly called Danegelt; becaufe the revenue had 
been employed either in buying peace of the Dan€s, or in making preparations
againft the inroads of that hoftile nation. That prince had required, that the: 
fame tax !hould be paid by the lands of Cumberland,. which were held by the: 
Scots ; but Malcolm, a warlike prince, told him, that, as he was always able co
repulfe the Danes by his own power, he would neither fubmit to buy peace of: 
his enemies, nor pay .others for refifiing them. Ethel red, offended at this reply, 
which contained a [<J:cret reproach to his own conduct, undertook an ex.pedition. 
againft Cumberland ; and tho' he committed ravages upon the country 1!, he, could 
never bring Malcolm to a temper more fubmiffive or compliant. Canute; after 
his acceffion,. fummoned the Scotti1h King to acknowlege himfelf a, valfa.l for: 
Cumberland to the crown of England; but Malcolm refufed. compliance, on pre,;. 

* W. Maim. p. 74, 75· Hoveden, p. 437· Ingulf, p. 59• 6o. Higd:Jn, p. 275·• Sim •. Dun •. 
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tence ·that he owed this fu:bmiffion only to thofe prirtces, who by right of blood 
inherited that kingdom. Canute was not of a temper to bear this infult ; · and 
the King of Scotland foon found~ that the fceptre was in very different hands 
from thofe of· th<; f<;~ble a.nd irrefolute Ethelred~ Upon Canute's appearing on 

.. his frontiers with a formidable army, Malcolm agreed, that his grandfon and 
heir, Duncan, whom he put in polTeffion of Cumberland, fhould make the fub .. 
miflions required, and that the ;heirs of Scotland fhould always acknowledge 
:themfelves vaffals to England fqr that province*. 

CANUTE -palfed four years in peace after this ente-rprize, and he died at Shaftf.-: 
bury t ; leaving three fons behind him, Sweyn., Harold, and Hardicanute. 
Sweyn, whom he had by his firft marriage with Alfwen? daughter of the earl of 
Hampfuire, was crowned in Norway : Hardicanute; whom Emma had born him; 
was in poffeffion of Denmark: Harold, ·who was of the fame marriage with· 
·_Sweyn, was at .that .time in' England. 

H A R 0 L D-- Harefoot. 

TH 0' Canute, in his treaty with Richard, duke of Normandy, had fiipu-
lated, that his children by Emma 1hould fucceed to the crown of England, 

he had either thought himfelf freed from that engagement by the death of Richard, 
or efteemed it dangerous to leave an unfettled and newly conquered kingdom in 
the hands .of fo young a p~ince as Hardicanute; and he therefore appointed, by· 
his will, Harold fucceffor to the crown t· This prince was befides upon the fpot; 
he was favoured by all the Danes 11; and he got immediately poffeffion ·of his fa
thers treafures, which might be equally ufeful, whether he found it neceffary to 
proceed by force or intrigue, in infuring his fucceffion §. On the other hand, 
Hardicanute had the fuffrages of the ERglifh, who, on account of his being born 
among them of ~een Emma, regarded him as their countryman'; he was fa
voured by the articles of treaty with the duke of Normandy; and above all, his 
party was efpoufed by earl God win, the mofl: powerful nobleman in the kingdoms 
efpecially in the provinces of vVe!fex, the chief feat of the antient Englifh -J-. Af
fairs were likely to come to a civil war ; when, by the interpofition of the nobi ... 

-"' W. Maim. p. 74-· t Chron. Sax. p. 1 54· W. J\.hlm. p. 76. 
t Hoveden, p. 437· Chron. Mailr. p. 1 s-6. Sim. Dun. 179. 
II Chron. Sax. p. 154. W. Maim. p. 76. H. Hunt, p1 364: ·Ingulph, p. 6r. Higden, p. z76. 
§ Hoveden, p. 438. Sim. Dun._ p. 179. 
:}- Chron. Sax. p. I 5+• W. Maim. p. 76• Higden, p. z76. · Mattb. Weft. p. zo9. 
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Iity of both parties, a compromife was made ; and it .was agreed, that Harold Chap. IUiJ
fl:lQuld enjoy, together with,London, all the provinces north of the Thames-, while--
the poffeffion of the fou,th fhould remain to Hardicanute: And till that prince-
Qlould appear and take ·poifefiion of his dominions, Emma fixed her refidence at 
Winchefl:er, and eftablilhed her authority over her fon' s lhare of the partition *. 

MEANWHILE, Robert, duke of Normandy, died in a pilgrimage to the holy 
Hmd, and being fucceeded by a.fon, yet a minor, the two Engliih princes, Al
fred and Edward, who found no lot1ger any countenance or protection in that 
country, gladly embraced the oppo~tUnity ,(j)f paying a vifit, with a numerous 
retinue, to their mother Emma, w.ho · feemed to be placed in a ftate of fo much~ 
power and fplendor at Winchefter. But the face of affairs foon wore a more me
lancholy afpe-Cl:. Earl Godwin had been gained by the arts of Harold, who gave 
~im hopes, tha~ he would efpoufe his daughter; and while the treaty was yet a fe
oret, thefe. two tyrants laid ~ plan for the deftruction of the Engli!h princes. Al· 
fred was invited to Lonqon by Harold with many profeffions of friend!hip ;,: butr: 
when he -had rea~hed Guilford, he was fet upon by Godwin.'s va1Tals, about fix< 
hundred of his train were murdered in the moft cruel manner, he himfelf was ta
~en prifon~I, ~is eyes were put our, and he was conduCted to the· monaftery of 
Ely, where qe di~d foon. afrer t. Edward and Emma, apprized of the fate,. 
which was awaiting them, fled beyond. fea, the former into Normandy, the latter· 
intoFlanders 'f__: vVbile Harold, triumphing in his bloody policy, took poffef-
uon, without refifrance, of' all the dominions affigned to his brother. 

. THIS is ~he, only memorable action, p~rformed, during a reign of four years, .. 
by this prince, .who gave Jo bad a fpecimen of his character, and whofe bodily· 
a.ccomplifhments alone are known to us,. by his appellation of Hatefoot, which he 
acquired from his agility in running and walki1:1g. He died the . 14~h of April,. 
1039 II ; very little regretted or efteemed by his fubjects; and left the fucceffion) 
open to his brother, Hardicanute,. 

H A R D I C A N U T E. 

HARD IC AN UTE; or Canute the_Hardy, that is, the Robufi (for he too 
is chiefly known by his bodily accompftfhments) tho', by remaining fo long 

* Chron . .Sax. p. !54· H. Hunt. p. 364. Ingulph, p. 61. Chron. Mailr. p. I 56. 
t H. Hunt. p. 365. Ypod Neuftr. p. 434· H0veden, p. 438. Chron. Mailr. p. 1 5S. Higden, 

P' 2~7. Chron. St. Petri de l3urgo, p. 39· Sim. Dun. p. 179· Abbas Rieval. p. 366. 37+· Bromr
ton, p. 935· Gul. Gemet. lib. 7· cap. 1 I. Matth. Wefr. p. :zo9. Flor. Wigorn. p. 6zz. Alur. 
B!!verl. p. 118. :t.Chro'n. Sax •. p. 155· W. Malm •. p. 76. 

U Chron. Sax. P· I 55· 
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'Chap. JIL in Denmark, he had been deprived of his fhare in the partition of the kingdom, 
had not abandoned his pretenGons, and had determined, before Harold's death, 
to recover by arms, what he had loft, either by his own nrgligence, or by the 
neceffity of his affairs. On pretence of paying a vi!ic to the Queen Dowager in 
Flanders, he had affembled a fleer of fixty fail, and was preparing to make a de
fcent on England *, when intelligence of his brother's death, induced him to fail 
immediately to London, where he was received in triumph, and acknowledged 
King without oppofirion. 

THE firft atl: of Hardicanute's government afforded the Englifh a very bad 
prognoftic of his future conduct. He was fo enraged at Harold, for depriving 
him of his £hare of the kingdom, and for murdering his brother, Alfred, that, 
in an impotent defire of revenge againft the dead, he ordered his body to be dug 
up, and to be thrown into the Thames: And when it was found by fome fifuer· 
men, and buried in London, he ordered it again to be dug up, and to be thrown 
again into the Thames: But it was fifhed up a fecond time, and then interred 
with great fecrecy t. Godwin, equally fervile and infolent, fubmitted to be his 
inO:rument, in this unnatural and brutal action. 

THAT nobleman knew, that he was univerfally believed to have been an ac
complice i.n Alfred's death, and that· he was on tbat account very obnoxious to 
the King; and perhaps he thought, by difplaying this rage againO: Harold's 
memory, to juftify himfelf from having had any participation in his counfels. 
But prin-ce Edward, being invited over by the King his half brother t, imme
diately on his appearance, entered an accufation againft Godwin for the murder 
of Alfred, and demanded juftice upon him for that act of barbarity. Godwin, 
in order to appeafe the King, made him a magnificent prefent of a galley with a 
gilt ftern, rowed by fourfcore men, who wore each of them a gold bracelet on his 
arm, weighing Gxteen ounces, and was armed and cloathed in the moft fump
tuous manner. Hardicanute, pleafed with the fplendor of this fpectacle, quickly 
forgot his brother's murder; and on Godwin's fwearing that he ~as innocent of 
that crime, he allowed him to be acquitted II· 

THo' Hardicanute, before his acceffion, had been called over by the vows of 
the Engli!b, he foori loft the affeB:ions of the nation by his mifcondutl: ; but no
thing apfeared more grievous to them, than his renewing the impofition of 

* Hoveden, p. 4-38. Sim. Dun. p. 1 go. 
t W. Maim. p. 76. Hoveden, p. 438. Ingulph, p. 62. Chron. Mailr. F• 156. Higden, p. Zi6. 

Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 39· Sim. Dun. p. 180. Brompton, p. 933• Flor. Wigorn. p. 6z3. 
t Chron. Sax. 156. W. Mdm. p. 76. H. Hunt. p. 365. 
Jl W. Maim. p. 77• Hoveden, p. 439• Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, P• 39· Sim. Dun. p. 180. 
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Danegelt, and obliging the nation to pay a great fum of money to the fleet, which Chap. nr. 
brought him over from Den(nark. The difcontents went high in many places; 
and in Worcdrer the populace rofe, and put to death two of the colleCtors*. The 
King, enraged at this.J>ppo!ition, fwore vengeance againft the city, and ordered 
three noblemen, Godwin, duke of Weffex, Siward, duke of Northumberland, 
and Leofric, duke of Mercia, to execute his menaces with the utmoft. rigor. 
They wc>re obliged to fet fire to the city, and deliver it up to be plundered by 
their foldiers; but they faved the lives of the inhabitants; whom they confined iri 
a fma-11 ifiand of the Severn, called Beverey, till, by their interceffion, they were 
able to appeafe the King, and obtain the pardon of the fupplicanrs t. 

THis violent governm'ent was of very fhor~ duration. Hardicanute difd in 
two years after his acceffion, at the marriage:_of a Danifh lord, which he had ho
noured with his prefence :j:. His ufual habits of intemperance and gluttony were 
fo well known, that, notwithftanding his robufl: confritution, his fudden de.1th 
gave as little furprize, as it did forrow, to his fubjeCI:s. 

E D W A R D the Confeffor. 

THE Englifh, on the death of Hardicanute, faw a favourable opportunity 104x,' 

offered for recovering their liberty, and for lhaking off the Danifh yoke, 
under which they had fo long laboured. Sweyn, King of Norway, the eldefr 
fon of Canute, was abfent ; and as the two )aft kings had died without ifibe, 
there appeared none of that race, whom the Danes could fupport as fucceffor to 
the throne. Prince Edward was fortunately at court on his brother's demife; 
and tho' the defcendants of Edmond Ironfide were the true heirs of the Saxon 
family, yet their abfence info remote a country as Hungary, appeared a fufficient 
reafon for their exdufion to a people like the Englifh, fo little accuftomed to ob· 
fe'rve a regular order in the fucceffion of their monarchs. All delays might be 
dangerous; and the prefent occafion muft hail:ily be embraced ; while the Danes, 
without concert, without a leader, aftonifhed at the preferit incident, and anxious 
only for their perfonal fafety, dared not to. oppofe the united voice of the whole 

' 
nation. 

BuT this concurrence of circumftances in Edward's favour might have failed of 
its effeCt, had his fucceili.on been oppofed by Godwin, whofe power, alliances, 
and abilities gave him a great influence at all times, much more in thofe fudden 

'* W. Maim. p. 76. + Hoveden, p. 439· Higden, p. 276. Sim. Dun. p. 181. 

:J: Hovedtn, p. 439• Sim. Dun. p. t3I, Flor. Wigorn, p. 6z3. 
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Chap. III. emergencies, which always attend a revolution of government, and which, 
either feized or negleCted, commonly prove fo decifive. There were circum
fiances, which divided men's hopes and fears with regard to their expeCtations of 
Godwin's conduct. On the one hand, the credit of that nobleman lay chiefly in 
\V effex, which was almoft entirely peopled with Englilh; and it was therefore 
rrtfumed, that he would fecond the wilhes of his people, in refroring the Saxon 
l10e, and in ~umbling the Danes, from whom he, as well as they, had reafon to 
dread, as rhey had already felt, the moft grievous oppreffions. On the other 
hand, there fubfifl:ed a declared animofity between Edward and Godwin, on ac
count of Alfred's murder; of which the latter had publicly been accufed by the 
prince, and which he might believe fo deep an offence, as could never, on ac
count of any fubfequent merits, be fincerely pardoned. But their common friends 
here interpofed ; and reprefenting the neceffity of their good correfpondence, 
obliged them to lay afide all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in reftoring liberty 
to their native country. Godwin only fiipulated, that Edward, as a pledge of 
his fincere reconcilement, fhould promife to marry his daughter, Editha'* ; and 
having fortified himfelf by this allianq:-, he fummoned at Gillingham a general 
council of the nation, and prepared every meafure for fecuring the fucceffion 
to Edward. The Englilh were unanimous and zealous in their refolutions ; 
the Danes were divided and difpiriced: Any fmall oppofition~ which appeared 
in this affembly, was brow-beaten and fuppreffed; and Edward was crowned 
King with the higheft demonfl:rations of duty and affeCtion f. 

THE triumph of the Englifh, upon this fignaJ and decifive advantage, was 
at firO: attf'nded with fome irifult and violence again!l: the Danes ; but the new , 
King, by the mildnefs of his character, foon reconciled the latter to his admini
ftration, and the difl:inB:ion between the two nations gradually difappeared. They 
were interfperfed with the Engli!h in moft of the provinces; they fpoke r.early 
the fame tongue ; they differed little in their manners and laws; the prevalence 
of domefiic diffenfions in Denmark, prevented, for a long time, any powerful in_ 
vafion from thence :j:, which might awaken their animofities; and as theN orman 
conqueft, which enfued foon after, reduced both nations to equal fubjetl:ion, there 
is no farther mention in our hifiories of any difference between them. The joy, 
however, of their prefent deliverance made fuch impreffion on the minds of the 

* W. Maim. p. So. H. Hunt. p. 365. Ingulph, p. 6z. t W. Malm. p. So. 
! In the year 1:146, the Danes made an invafion from twenty-five /hips, the only one we reJd of 

duinz, this nign. Chron. Sax. p. 158. King Ed1rardremitted the tax c1lledDanegelt. Brompton, 
p. 94-2. Chron. Dunllaple, vol. i. p. x8, 
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Englifh, that they inftituted an annual feftival for celebrating that great event ; Chap. III. 
and it was obferved in fome counties, even to the age of Spellman *. 

THE popularity, which Edward enjoyed on his acceffion, was not deftroyed 
by the firft aB: of his adminiftration, the refuming all the grants of his immediate 
predeceffors; an attempt, which is commonly attended with the moft dangerous 
confequences. The po~erty of the crown convinced the nation, that this act of 
violence was become abfolutely neceifary; and as the lofs fell chiefly on the Danes, 
who had obtained large grants from the late Kings, their countrymen, on account 
of their fervices in fubduing the kingdom, the Englifh were rather pleafed to fee 
them reduced to their primitive poverty. The King's feverity alfo towards his 
mother the Queen-dowager, tho' expofed to fome more cenfure, met not with 
very general difapprobation. He had hitherto lived on very indifferent terms 
with that princefs : He accufed her of neglecting him and his brother during 
their adverfe fortune t : He remarked, that as the fuperior qualities of Canute, 
and his better treatment of her t, had made her entirely indifferent to the memory 
of Ethelred, fhe alfo gave the preference to her children of the fecond bed, and 
always regarded Hardicanute as her favourite. The fame reafons had probably 
made her unpopular in England ; and tho' her benefactions to the monks obtained 
her the f.wour of that order, the nation was not, in general, difpleafed to fee her 
ftripped by Edward of immenfe treafures which fhe had amaifed 11. He confined 
her, during the remainder of her life, to a lil1onaftery in Winchefter; but 
carried no farther his rigor againft her. The ftories of his accufing her of a 
participation in her fon, Alfred's murder, and of a criminal correfpondence with 
the bi!hop of \Vinchefter, and alfo of her juftifying herfelf by treading unhurt 
with her bare feet over nine burning plow-!hares, wer~ the inventions of the 
monkifh hiftorians, and were propagated and believed from the lilly wonder of 
pofterity §. 

THE Engli!h flattered themfelves, that, by the acceffion of Ed ward, they 
were delivered for ever from the dominion of foreigners ; but they foon found, 
that that evil was not yet entirely removed. The King had been educated in 
Normandy; and had contracted many intimacies with the natives of that coun· 
try, as well as an affection to their manner~+· The court of England was foon 
filled with Normans, who beingdiftinguifhed, both by the favour of Edward, and 

"' Spelm. Gloifary in verbo Hoc day. t Ang,lia Sacra, vol. i. p. z 3 7, 
t W. Maim. p. 64, So. Brompton, p. so6. 
11 Chron. Sax. p. 157. W. Maim. F• 8o .. Hoveden, p. 439· Higden, p. z-;7. 
§ Higden, p. 277. t Jngu1ph, p. 6z. 
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Chap. III. by a degree of cultivation fomewhat fuperior to that of the Engli!h in thofe ages~ 
foon rendered their language, cuftoms and laws fa1hionable in the kingdom. The 
ftudy of the French tongue became general among the people. The courti
ers affeCted to imitate that nation in their drefs, equipage and entert-'linments ! 

Even the lawyers employed a foreign language in their deeds. and papers*: But 
above all, the church felt the influence and dominion of thefe ftrang~rs : Ulf and· 
William, two Normans, who had formerly been the King's chaplains, were created 
bifhops of Dorcheft:er and London. Robert was promGted to the fee of Canter
bury t, and always enjoyed the higheft favour of his mafter, of which his abilities 
rendered him not unworthy. And tho' the King's prudence or his want of au
thority, made him confer almoft all the civil and military· employments on the 
natives, the ecclefiaftical preferments fell often to· the lhare of the Normans; and 
as the latter poffeffed Edward's confidence, they had fecretly a great influence on 
public affairs, and excited the jea1oufy of the Englith, partict::~larly of earl God-

win t· 
THis powerful nobleman, befides being duf<e or earl of Weffex, had annexed 

to his government tlfe counties of Kent and Suffex. His elddl fun, Sweyn, 
pofleffed ~he fame authority in the counties of Oxford~ Berks, Glocefter and
Hereford : And Harold,_ his :C':'cond fon, was duke of Ealt-Anglia, augmented 
by the government of Fffex IJ. The exorbitant authority of this family was [up
ported by immenfe poffeflions and powerful alliances; and the abilities, as well 
as ambirion, of Godwin himfelf contributed to render it ftill' more dangerous. 
A prince of greater capacity and vigour than Edward, would have found it diffi
cult to fupport the dignity of the crown under fuch circumftances ; and as rHe 
haugh:y temper of Goclwin made him often forget the refpeCt, due to his prince, 
Ed-.~·ard's arimofity ~gainfi him was grounded on perfonal as well as political con
fit~erations, on recent as well as more antient injuries. The King, in purfuance 
of his engag<'mtnts, had indeed married Editha, the daughter of Godvvin §; 
but thi~ alliance becan~ rather the fource of enmity betwee-n them. Edward~s 

hatred of the father was tramferred to that princefs; and Editha, tho' 'poffeffecl 
of ma y amiable accompli(hments, never could acquire the confid,nce and af
fection of her hufband. It is even pretended, that, during the whole courfe of 
his life, he abfiaineri from all commerce of love with her; and fuch was the a!J.
fl,rd admiration, paid to an inviolable chaftity, during thofe ages, that his con,.. 

* Ingnlph, p. 6z. t Chron. Sax. p. 161. 

H Hovedcn. p. 4-4-1. Higden, F• 279• SimLDun. p. IS-{. 
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duet in this particular is highly celebrated by the monki!h hiftorians, and contri· Chap. HI. 

buted to his acquiring the title of faint and confeifor *. 1o1s. 
THE moil: popular pretence, on which Godwin could ground his difcontents 

againfl: the King and his adminiilration, was to complain of the influence of the 
Normans in the government; and a declared oppofition had thence arifen between· 
him and thefe favourites. It was not long before this animofity broke out 
into aCtion. Eufl:ace, count of Boulogne,. having paid a vifit to the King, paf
fed by Dover on his return ; and one of his train, being refufed accefs to a 
lodgi~g, which had been affigned him, atrempteo to make his way by force, 
and he wounded the mafl:er of the houfe in the cornell:. The townfman revenged 
this infult by the death of the fl:ranger; the count and his train took arms, and 
murdered the townfman within his own houfe; a tumult enfued ; near twenty. 
perfo:1s· were killed on each fide ; and .Euftace, being overpowered with numbers, 
\Vas obliged by flight to fave his life from the fury of the populace t. He hur
ried immediately to court; complained of the ufage he had met with ; the King 
entered zealouOy into the quarrel, and refenred that a ftranger of fuch difl:inCtion,. 
whom he had invited over to his court, lhould, without any juft caufe, as he 
believed, have felt fo fenfibly the infolence and animofity of his people. He 
gave orders to Godwin, in whofe government Dover lay, to go immediately to 
the place, and to puni!h the inhabitants for the crime: But Godwin, who de
fired rather to encourage, than reprefs, the popular difcontent agaiofl: foreigners, 
refufed obedience, and endeavoured to throw the whole blame on the count of 
Boulogne, and his retinue t· Edward, touched in fo fenfible a point, faw the 
necefficy of exerting the royal authority; and he threatened Go.dwin, if he per
.fifiep in his difobedience, to make him feel the utmoft effdl:s of his refentmenr. 

THE earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable, and pleafed to embark in 
a caufe, wherein he 'was likely to be fupl;orted by his cpuntrymen, prepared for 
his own defence, or rather for an attack on Edward; and ur:der pretence of re
preffing {orne diforders on the Wellh frontier, he fecretly affembled a great army, 
a·nd was approaching the King, who refided, without any military force, and 
without fufpicion, at Glocefl:er IJ. Edward then applied for protection to Siward, 
duke of Northumberland, and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerful noblemen:>
whofe jealoufy of Godwin?s greatnefs, as well as their duty to the crown, enga-

* W. Maim. p. 8o. Higden, p. 277. Abbas Rieval. p. 366. 377· Ivlatth. Weft. p. z:n. 
Chron. Thorn. Wykes, p. 21. Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. z i J, 

t Chron. Sax. p. 162. W. Maim. p. 81. Hoveden, p. 44i. Higden, r· 279'· Sim. Dun, 

p. 184. t Chron. Sax. p. 16;. W. Malm. p. 81. Higden, r· 279, 
tl Chron. Sax. p. 163~ W. Maim. p. 81. 
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ged them to defend the King in this extremity. They haftened to him with fuch 
of their followers as they could affemble bn the fudden ; and finding the danger 
frill greater than they had apprehended, they iffued orders for mufl:ering all the 
forces within their- government, and for marching them without delay to the de
fence of the King's perfon and authority*. Edward, meanwhile, endeavoured to 
protraCt time by negotiation ; while Godwin, who thought the King entirely in 
his power, and who was willing to fave appearances, fell into the fnare; and not 
fenfible, that he ought to have no farther referve after he had proceeded fo far, 
he loft the favourable opportunity of rendering himfelf mafier of the govern
ment. 

THE Englifh, tho' they had not a very high idea of Edward's vigour and ca
pacity, bore him great affetl:ion on account of his humanity, jufiice, and piety, 
as well as of the long race of their native kings, from whom he was defcended ; 
and they haftened from all quarters to defend him from the prefent danger. His 
army was now fo confiderable, that he ventured to take the field ; and marching 
to London, he fummoned a great council of the kingdom, to judge of the rebel
lion of Godwin and his fons. Thefe noblemen pretended at firft that they were 
willing to fl:and their trial ; but having)n vain endeavoured td make their adhe
rents perfift in rebellion t, they offered to come to London, provided they might 
receive hoftages for their fafety :j:: and this propofal being rejetl:ed, they were obli
ged to difband the remains of their forces, and to have recourfe to flight 11. Bald
win, earl of Flanders, gave proteCtion to Godwin and his three fans, Gurth, Sweyn, 
and Tofii ; the latter of whom had married the daughter of that prince : Harold 
and Leofwin, two others of his fons, took fhelter in Ireland§. The eftates of 
the father and fons were confifcated : Their governments were given to others : 
~een Editha was confined to a monaftery at W arewel : And the greatnefs of 
this family, once fo formidable, feemed now to be totally fupplanted and over-
thrown+· · / 

BuT God win had fixed his authority on too firm a bafis, and he was too 
ftrongly fupported by alliances both abroad and at home, not to occafion farther 
difturbances, and make new efforts for his re-efiablifhment. The earl of Flan
ders allowed him to purchafe and hire !hips within his harbours ; and Godwin, 
having manned them with his followers, and with free-booters of all nations, put 
to fea, and attempted to make a defcent at Sandwich. The King: informed of 

* Hoveden, p. 44'· Sim. Dun. p. 1 84. t · Hove den, P- 44 I. Sim. Dun. p. 18 5• 
t Higden, p. 279. II Chro:1. Sax. p. 164. W. Miilm. p. 81, Sz. 
§ Hoveden, p. 441. Higden, p. 279· Alur. Bever!. p. 120. 

+ Chron. Sa.x. p. 165. W. Ma!m. p. 82. Hoveden, p. 441. Chron. Mailr. p. I)7• 
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his preparations, had equipped a confiderable fleet, much fuperior to that of the Chap. III~. 
enemy; and the earl haftily, before their appearance, made his retreat into the 
Flemilh harbours*. The Englifh court, allured by the prefent fecurity, and 
devoid of all vigorous councils, allowed the feamen to difband, and the fleet to 
go to decay t; while Godwin, expecting this event, kept his men in a readinels 
for action. He put to fea immediately, and failed to the i:fle of Wight, where 
he was joined by Harold with a fquadron, which tha~ nobleman had collected in 
Irelan d. He was now mafter of the fea; and entering every harbour in the 
fouthern coaft, he feized all the lhips t, and fummoned his followers in thofe 
counties, which had fo long been fubjeCl:ed to his government, to affift him in 
procuring juftice to himfelf, his family, and his country, againft the tyranny of 
foreigners II· Reinforced by great numbers from all quarters, he entered the 
Thames ; and appearing at London, threw every thing into confufion. The 
King atone feemed refoluce to defend himfelf to the Iaft extremity ; but the inter .. 
poficion of the Englifh nobility, many-of whom favoured Godwin's pretenfions, 
made Edward hearken to terms of accommodation ; a·nd the feigned humility of 
the earl, who difclaimed all intentions of offering violence to his fovereign, and 
defired only to juftify himfelf by a fair and open trial, paved the way for his more 
eafy admiffion §. It was ftipulated, that he lhould give hoftages for his good be-
haviour, and that the primate and all the foreigners fhould be banifhed +: And 
by this treaty, the prefent danger of a civil war was obviated, but the authority 
of the crown was confiderably impaired, or rather entirely annihiiated. Ed-
ward, fenfible that he had not power fufficient to fecure God win~s hoftages in, 
England, fent them over to his kinfman, the young duke of Normandy*. 

Goowi N's death, which happened foon after, while he was fitting at tabie 105-3:., 

with the King t, prevented him from eftablifhing fully the exorbitant authority 
which he had acquired, and from reducing Edward to frill greater fubjeCl:ion :!:· 
He was fucceeded in the government of Weffex, Suffex, Kent, and Effex, and 
in the office of fteward of the houfhold,. a place of great power, by his fon,. 

"" Sim. Dun. p. 186. 
II Hoveden, p. 442. 

W. Maim. p. 8z. 
Higden, p. 279. 
H. Hunt. p. 366. 

/ 

t Chron, Sax. p. 1 66.. :j: !.bid. 
Sim. Dun. p. 186. Flor. Wigorn, p. 6z8. § Chron •. Sax. p. 167. 
+ Chron. Sax. p. 167, 168. W. Maim. p. 82. Chron. Mailr. p. 157· 
"'W. Malm. p. 8z. Hoveden, p. 449· t W. Malm •. p. 81, 

:t The ingenious author of the article Go owl N, in the Biographia Britannica, has endeavoured to 
clear the memory of that nobleman, upon the fuppofition, that all the Engliih anna!£ had been fall> 
fied by the Norman hiflorians cfer the conqneft. But that this fuppofition has not much foundation,. 
appears hence, that alm"11 all ti.efe hiftonans have given a very good character of bis fon Harold,. 
whom Jt was much more the. intereil: of the Norman caufe to blacken •. 
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Harold, who was aCl:uated by an ambition equal to that of his father, and was 
fuperior to him in addrefs, in infinuation, and in virtue. By a modeft and gentle 
demeanour, he acquired the good-will of Edward; at leaft, foftened that ha
tred which the prince had fo long borne his family*; and gaining every day 
new partizans by his bounty and affability, he proceeded, in a more filent, and 
therefore a more dangerous manner, to the increafe of his authority. The King~ 
who had not fufficient vigour direEtly to oppofe his progrefs, knew of no othe.r 
expedient than that hazardous one, of raifing him a rival in the family of Leofric, 
duke of Mercia, whofe fon, Algar, was invefted in the government of Eafr
Anglia, which, before the banifhment of Harold, had belonged to this latter 
nobieman. But this policy, of balancing oppofite parties, required a more 
fieady hand to manage it than that of Ed ward, and naturally produced faction, 
and even civil broils, among nobles of fuch mighty and independant authority. 
Algar was foon after expelled his government by the intrigues and power of Ha
rold t; but being proteCted by Griffith prince of Wales, who had m.1rried his 
daughter, as well as by the power of his father, Leofric, he obliged Harold to 
fubmit to an accommodation, and was re-inftated in the government of Eaft· 
Anglia. This peace was not of long continuance : Harold taking ad vantage of 
Leofric's death, which happened foon after, expelled Algar anew, and banifhed 
him the kingdom t : And tho' that nobleman made a frefh irruption into Ec~ft
Anglia with an army of Norwegians, and over-run the country 11, his death, a 
fhort tin1e after, freed Harold from the pretenfions of fo dangerous a rival. Ed
ward his eldeft fan, was indeed advanced to the government of Mercia ; but the 
balance, which the King dellred to eftablifh between thefe powerful families, was 
ent~rely loft, and the influence of HarolJ_ entirely preponderated. 

THE death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, made the way ftill more 
open to the ambition of that nobleman. Siward, befides his other merits, had 
acquired honour to England, by his fuccefsful conduCt of the only foreign enter
prize which was undertaken during the reign of Edward. Duncan, King of 
Scotland, was a prince of a ver'y gentle difpofition, but poffeffed not vigour fuf
ficient to govern a country fa turbulent, and fa much infefted by the intrigues 
and animofities of the great. Macbeth, a powerful nobleman, and nearly allied 
to the crown, not contented wi[h curbing the King's authority, carried farther 
his peflilent ambition: He put his fovereign to death ; chaced Malcolm Ken-

• Brompton, p. 948.. t Chron. Sax. p. ,r g. H. Hunt. p. 366. Ho- eden, p. Hj• 
Ingulf, p. 66. Chron Mailr. p. 158. Higden, p. zSI. t Hoveden, p. 4i+ 

11 Tngulf, p. c6. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 44· 
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mure, his fon and heir, into England ; and ufurped the crown. Siward, whofe Chap. Ill, 

daughter was married to Duncan, embraced, by Edward's orders, the protection 
of this diftreffed family : He marched an army into Scotland ; and having de-
feated and killed Macbeth in battle, he reftored Malcolm to the throne of his an-
ceftors *. This fervice; added to his former connections with the royal family of 
Scotland, brought great accefiion to the authority of Siward in the north; but as 
he had loft his eldeft fon, Oibern, in the attion with Macbeth, it proved in the 
ilfue fatal to his family. His fecond fon, Walthoef, appeared, on his father's 
death, too young to be entrufted with the government of Northumberland; and 
Harold's influence obtained that dukedom to his brother, ToHi t. 

THERE are two circumftances related of Siward, which difcover his high fenfe 
of honour and his martial di!pofition. When intelligence was brought him of hi·s 
fon Ofbern's death, he was inconfolable; till he heard, that the wound was re
ceived in the breaft, and that he had behaved with great gallantry in the action :j:. 
Whe11 he found his own death approac~ing, he ordered his fervants to cloathe 
him in a complete fuit of armour; and fitting eretl: on the couch, with a fpear 
in his hand, declared, that, in that pofrure, the only one worthy of a warrior, 
he would patier:nly await the fatal moment[!. 

THE King, now worn with cares and infirmities, felt himfelf far advanced lit 
the decline of life; and having no iffue himfelf, began to think of fixing a fuc
ceffor to the kingdom. He fent a deputatron into Hungary, to invite over his 
nephew, Edward, fon to his elder brother, and the only remaining heir of the 
Saxon line §. That prince, whofc fucceffion to the crown would have been eafy 
and undifputed, came over to EngLmd with his children, Edgar, firnamed 
Atbeling, Margaret, and Chriftina; but his death, which happened a few days 
after his arrival, threw the King into new difficulties. He faw, that the great 
power and ambition of Harold had tempted him to think of obtaining poffeilion 
of the throne OD the firft vacancy, and that Edgar, on ~ccount of his youth and 
inexperience, was very unfit to oppofe the pretenflons of fo popular and enter
priCing a rival. The animofity which he had long borne earl Godwin., made him 
averfe to the fucceffion of his fon ; and he could not, without extreme relutl:ance, 
think of an increafe of grandeur to a family, which had rifen on the ruins of royal 
authority, and w hicb, by the murder of Alfred, his brother, had contributed fo 
much to the weakening the Saxon line. In this uncertainty, he fecretly cafr h.s 

* W. Malm. p. 79· Hoveden, p. 443· Chron. Mailr. p. 158. Bnchanan, p. 115 edit. 1715. 
t H. Hunt. p. 366. :t H. Hunt. p. 366. Higden, p. z8o. Brompton, p. y46. 
lJ Higden, p. z81, Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 43· Diceto. p. 477· 
§ H. Hunt. p. 366. Hoveden, p. 444· Ingulf, p. 66. Chron. Ma1lr. p. 158. 
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Chap. III. eye towards his kinfman, William, duke of Normandy, as the only perfon whofe 
power, and charaCter, and capacity, could fupport any deftination which he 
might make to the exclufion of Harold, and his family*. 

Tms famous prince was natural fon of Robert, duke ofNormandy, by Har
lotta, daughter of a tanner in Falaife t, and was very early efiablifhed in that 
grandeur, from which his birth feemed to have fet him at fo great a difiance. 
While he was but nine years of age, his father had refolved to undertake a pH~ 
grimage to Jerufalem ; a falhiona 1)le act of devotion, which had taken place of 
the pilgrimages to Rome, and which, as it was attended with more difficulty 
and danger, and carried thefe religious adventurers to the firft fources of Chrifii
anity, appeared to them much more pious and meritor4ous. Before his depar
ture, he aifembled the ftates of the dutchy ; and informing them of his purpofe,. 
he engaged them to fwear allegiance to his natural fon, William, whom, as he 
had no legitimate iifue, he intended, in cafe he ihould die in the pilgrimage, to, 
leave fucceifor to his dominions :j:. As he was a prudent prince, he could not 
but forefee the great inconveniencies which muft attend his journey, and this fet~ 
tlement of his fucceffion; arifing from the natural turbulency of the grear, the 
claims from other branches of the ducal family, and the power of the French 
m'onarch : But all thefe views were fuperfeded by the prevailing zeal for pilgri
mages 11 ; and probably, the more important they were, the more would Robert
exult in facrificing them to what he imagined to be his religious duty. 

THIS prince, as he had apprehended, died in his pilgrimage; and the mino• 
rity of his fon was attended with all thofe inconveniencies, which were unavoid
able in his fituation. The licentious nobles, freed from the awe of fovereign au• 
thority, broke out into perfonal animofities againft each other, and made the 
whole country a fcene of war and devaftation §. Roger,- count of Toni, and 
Alain, count of Britanny, advanced pretenfions to the dominion of the ftate; and 
Henry I. King of France,. thought the opportunity favourable for reducing the 
power of a vaffal, who had at firft acquired his fettlement in fuch a violent and 
invidious manner, and who had long appeared formidable to his fovereign +· 
The regency eftabliihed by Robert found great difficulties in fupporting the go
vernment againft this complication ef dangers; and the young prince, when he 
came to age, found himfelf reduced to a very low condition. But the great qua
lities, which be foon difplayed in the field and in the cabinet, gave encourage
ment to his friends, and ftruck a terror into his enemies. He oppofed himfelf on 
all fides againft his rebellious fubjeCl:s, and againft foreign invaders; and by his va-

* Ingulf, p. 68. t Brompton, p. 910. t W. Maim. p. 95· II Ypod. Neuftr. p. 452. 
§ W. Maim. p. 95· Gul. Gemet. lib. 7· cap. I. .\, W. Maim. p. 97• 
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lour and conduCt prevailed in every action. He obliged the French King to grant Chap. III • 

. him peace on reafonable terms ; he expelled all pretenders to the fovereignty ; 
and he reduced his turbulent barons to pay fubmiffion to his authority, and to 
fufpend their mutual animofities. The natural feverity' of his temper appeared 
in a rigorous adminiftration of juftice ; and having found the happy effeCts of 
.this plan of government, without which the laws in thofe ages became tot:ally im~ 
potent, he eftablifhed it as a fixed maxim, that an inflexible condL;Cl: was the 
firft duty of a fovereign. 

THE tranquillity which he had eftablifhed in his dominions had given Wil
liam leifure to pay a vifit to the King of Er.gland during the time of God win's 
banifhment ; and he was received in a manner fuitable to the great reputation 
which he had acquired, to the relation by which he was conneB:ed with Edward, 
and to the obligations which that prince had owed to his family*. On the re
turn of Godwin, and the expulfion of the Norman favourites, Robert, archbi-
1hop of Canterbury, had, before his departure, perfuaded Edward to think of 
adopting William as his fucceffor ; a council, which was favoured by the King's 
averfion to Godwin, his prepoffeffions towards the Normans, and his elleem of 
the duke. That prelate, therefore, received a co'mmiffion to inform William of 
the King's intentions in his favour; and he was the firft perfon who opened the 
mind of the prince to entertain thefe ambitious hopes t. But Edward, irrefolute 
and feeble in his purpofe, finding that the Englifh would more ea!ily acquiefce in 
the reftoration of the Sa;on line, had, in the mean while, invited his brother's 
defcendants from Hungary, with a view of having them recognized heirs to th~ 
throne :1:· The death of his nephew, and the inexperience and unpromifing qua
lities of young Edgar, made him refume his former intentions in favour of the 
duke of Normandy; though his averfion to hazardous enterprizes engaged him 
to poftpone the execution, and even to keep h:s purpofe fecret from all his mi .. 
nifters. 

HAROLD, meanwhile, proceeded, after a more open manner, in increafing 
his popularity, in eftablifhing his power, and in preparing the way for his ad
vancement on the firft vacancy of the throne; an event which, from the age and 
infirmities of the King, appeared not very diftant. But there was ftill an ob
ftacle, which it w~s requifite for him previouily to overcome. Earl Godwinlt 
when reftored to his power and fortune, had given hollages for his ;:;::-.] b;;:ha~ 

• Hoveden, p. 442. Ingulf, p. 65. Chron. Mailr. p. 157. Higden, p. 279· 
t Iogulf, p. 68. Gul. Gemet. lib. 7· cap. 31. Order. Vitalis, p. 49z. 
1 W. Maim. p. 93· H. Hunt. p. 366. 
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Chap.JII. vi our ; and among the reft one fan and one grand fan, whom Ed ward, for great
er fecurity, had fent over to be kept ·in Normandy. Harold, tho' he was not 
aware of the duke's being his competitor, was uneafy, that fuch near relations 
fhould be detained prifoners in a foreign country; and he was afraid, that Wil
liam would, in favour of Edgar, retain thefe pledges as a check on the ambition 
of any other pretender*. He reprefented, therefore, to the King his unfeigned 
fubmiffion to royal authority, his fteady duty to his prince, and the little necef
fity there was, after fuch an uniform trial of his obedience, to detain any longer 
thofe hoftages, who had been required on the firft com poling of civil difcords. By 
thefe topics, enforced by his great power, he extorted the King's confent to releafe 
them ; and to effeCtuate his pnrpofe he immediately proceeded, with a numerous 
retinue, on his journey to Normandy t. A tempe£1: drove him on the territory 
of Guy, count of Ponthieu, who, being informed of his quality, immediately 
detained him prifoner :j:, and demanded an exorbitant fum for his ranfom. Ha
roJd found means to convey intelligence of his condition to the duke of Nor· 
mandy; and reprefented, that, while he was proceeding to his court, in execu
tion of a commiffion from the King of England, he had met with this harfh treat
ment from the mercenary difpofition of the count of Ponthieu. 

WILLIAM. was immediately fenfible of the importance of the incident. He· 
forefaw, that, if he could once gain Harold, either by favours or menaces, his 
way to the throne of England wo1:1ld be open, and Ed ward would meet with no 
farther obftacle in executing the favourable intentions which he had entertained 
in his behalf. He fent,~ therefore, an ambaffaclor to Guy, in order to demand 
the liberty of his prifoner; and that nobleman, not daring to refufe fo great a 
prince, put Harold into the hands of the Norman ambaffador, who ~ondutl:ed him 
to Roiien II· \IVilliam received him with every demonftration of refpeCt and 
friendfh1p; and after fhowing himfelf difpofed to comply with his defire, in de
livering up t-he hofl:ages, he took an opportunity of difclofing to him the great_ 
fecret, of his pretenuons to the crown of Engfand, and of the will which Ed-
ward intended to make in his favour. He defired the aftiftance of Harold in 
perfeCting that defign; he made profeffions of the utmoft gratitude in return for· 
fo great an obligation ; he promifed that the prefent grandeur of Harold's family,. 
which fupported itfelf with difficulty under the jealoufy and hatred of Edward, . 
.fuould receive new increafe from a fucceffor,. who would be fo fenfibly beholden 

* Brompton, p. 947• 

Alur. Bever!. p. 125. 

ll W ,_Maim·. p. 93· 

t Hoveden, p. 449· Brompton,. p. 947· Eadmer; lib. i. p. 4• 

t' Hoveden, p. 449• 

Hoveden, p. 449· Brompton,. p. 947· Gul. Gemet. lib. 7· cap. 31. 
j, 



EDWARD THE C 0 N FE S S 0 R, 

to him for his adva-ncement. Harold was furprized with this decLuation of the Chap. Ilf.. 

duke; but beir,g fenfible, that he could never recover his own liberty, much Iefs 
that of his brother and nephew, if he refufed the dema11d, he :ft·igned a comp;iance 
with William, renounced all hopes of the crown for himfelf, and proftiied his 
fincere intention of fupporting the will of Edward, and feconding the pretenfions 
of the duke of Normandy. William, to tie him fafrer to his fervice, be fides 
offering him his daughter in marriage *, required him to take an oath, that he 
would fulfil his promifes ; and in order to render that oath more binding, he 
employed an artifice, well fuited to the ignorance and fuperfrition of the age. 
He fecretly conveyed under the altar, on which Harold agreed to fwear, the re-
liques of fome of the mofr refpefted martyrs ; and when Harold had taken the 
oath, he fhowed him the reliques, and admonifhed him to obferve religioufly an· 
engagement, which had been ratified by fo tremendous a fanCl:ion t. The Eng-
lifh nobleman was a(l;onifhed; but diffembling his concern, he renew~d the fame· 
profeffions, and was difmiffed wich all the marks of mutual confidence by the: 
duke of Normandy. 

WHEN Harold found himfelf at liberty, his ambition fuggefl:ed cafuifl:ry fuffi· 
cient to jufrify to him the viola:ion of an oath, which had been extorted from1 
him by fear, and which, if fulfilled, might be attended with the fubjeCl:ion of his 
native country to a foreign pow<:>r. He contin-ued frill to practife every art of po
pularity ; to increafe the number of his partizans; to reconcile the minds of the· 
Engli!h to the idea of his fucceffion; to revive their hatred of the Normans; and 
by an ofrentati ;n of his power and influ~nce, to deter the timorous Edward from' 
executing his intended ddl:ination in favour of William. Fortune, about: this. 
time, threw two in.cidents in his way, by which he was enabled to acquire gene
ral favour, and to encr~afe the character, which he had already obtained, of vir-· 
tue and capacity. 

THE Wel!h, tho' a lefs formidable enemy than the D.mes, had been long. 
accufromed to infe(l; the weftern bord,rs ; and after committing fpoil on the low· 
wuntries, they ufua!Jy made a ha(l;y retreat into their mountains, where they
were fheltered from the purfuit of their enemies, and were ready to feize the firft 
favourable opportunity of renewing their depredations. Griffith, their prefenc. 
prince, had much dWinguifhecl himfclf in thefe incurfions; and his name had be
£ome fo terrible to the Englifb, that Harold found he could do nothing more:: 

* W. Malm. p. 93· H Hunt .. p. 366. Hoveden, p. 449· ln:I,ulf, p. 68. 
t Wace, p. 459• 46o. MS. penes Carte, p. 3S4•· W, Maim, p. 93• H, Hunt. p. 366,, Hove" 
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£hap. IIf. acceptable to the public, and more honourable to himfelf, than the fuppreffing fo 
dangerous an enemy. He formed the plan of an expedition againO: Wales; and 

having prepared fome·light armed foot to purfue the natives into their faftnelfes, 
fame cavalry to fcour the open country, and a fquadron of fhips to attack the 
fea-coaft, he employed at once all thefe forces againft the WeHh, profecuted his 
advantages with vigour, made no intermiffion in his affaults, and at laft reduced 
the enemy to fuch diftrefs, that, in order to prevent their total deftruCtion, they 
made a facrifice of their prince, whofe head they cut off, and fent to Harold ; 
and they ·were contented to receive as their fovereigns two W elfh noblemen ap
pointed by Edward to rule over them*. The other incident was no lefs honou-

; rable to· Harold. 

· TosTI, the elder brother of this nobleman, had been created duke of Northum-
' berland; but being of a violent, tyrannical temper, had praCtifed fuch cruelty 
and injuftice over the inhabitants, that they rofe in rebellion againft him, and 
chaced him from his government. Morcar and Edwin, two brothers, who pof
feffed great power in thofe quarters, and who were grandfo!"ls of the great duke, 
Leofric, concurred in the infurretl:ion ; and the former, being eletted duke, ad
vanced with an army, to oppofe Harold, who was commiffioned by the King to 
reduce and punilh the Northumbrians. Before the armies came to aCtion, Mor
car, well acquainted with the generous difpofition of the Englifh commander, 
endeavoured to juftify his condu€1: ; and reprefented to him, that Tofti had be
haved in a manner unworthy of the ftation to which he was advanced, and no one, 
not even a brother, could fupport fuch tyranny, without participating, in fome 
degree, of the infamy attending it; that the Northumbrians, accuftomed to a 
legal adminiftration, and regarding it as their birth-right, were willing to fubmit 
to the King, but required a governor who would pay regard to their rights and 
privileges; that they had been taught by their anceftors, that death was preferable 
to fervitude, and had come to the field determined to periih, rather than bear a 
renewal of thofe indignities, to which they had been fo long expofed ; and they 
-trufled, that Harold, on refleCtion, would not defend in another that violent con
.dutt, from which, in his own government, he had always kept at fo great a dif
·tance t. This vigorous remonftrance was accompanied with fuch a detail of 
faCts, fo well fupported, that Harold found it prudent to abandon his brother's 
caufe; and returning to Ed ward, he perfuaded him to pardon the Northumbrians, 
and to.confirm Morcar in the government :j:. He even married the fifter of that 

* Chr.on, Sax. p. 170~ W. Malm. p. 79· H. Hunt. F• 367. Hoveden, p. 446. Ingulf, 
p. 68. Ch1on. Mailr. p. 159· H gden, p. 283. S.m. Dun. p. 192. 

t Higde..11, P· 283. t Chron. ~ax. p. I7!· W. Maim. p. 83. H. Hunt. p. 367. Hig-
den, p. 283. Sim. Dun" 193· 

noble-



ED w A'R"D THE CONFESSOR. 127 

nobleman*; and by his interefl: procured Edwin, the younger brother, to be Chap. IIL 

eleaed into the government of Mercia. To(ti in a rage departe.J the kingdum, 
and took fhelter in Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in--law t. 

Rv this marriage, Harold broke all meafures with the duke of Normandy~ 
and William clearly perceived, that he could no longer rely on the .oaths and 

promifes, whi' h he had extorted from him. But. the Englifh nobleman thought 
himfelf now in fuch a fituation, th::tt, it was no longer neceffary for him to 
diffemble. He had in his conduct' againft the Northumbrians given fuch .a 
fpecimen of his moderation as had gaine :J him the .. affeB::ions oChis country
men. He faw, that almort all En(Sland was under the command of ,himfelf or 
his friends; while he poffeffed the governiTJent of Weffex, Morcar that. of Nor
thumberland, and Edwin that of t\tJercia. He now openly afpired to the fuc-. 
ceffion; and infifted, char, fince, it was neceffary, by, the :confeffion" of all, to 

fet afide the royal fc~mily, on accour.t of .. the imbecil!i.ty of Edgar, the fole fur.
viving heir, there was no one fo capable of filling the throne,. as a nobleman, of 

great power, of. mature age, of h1g expe:ience, of approved courage and abi
lity, who being a native.of the kingdom, would eifectual)y fe·:ure it againft the 
dominion and tyranny .of foreigpers. Ed,ward, broken with age . ald infirmities, 
fa w ·the difficulties too great for him. to en.counter ; and tho' his inveterate pre
poffeffions kept him from feconding the . pretenfions of Harold, he took but. 
feeble and irrefolute fteps for fecuring the fucceffion to the duke of Normandy :f: •. 
_Whileo he_ continued in this unce~~ain.ty, ,he was furprized -~Y. ficknefs, which 

brough_t 
• Order Vitalis, p. 49z. 
t H. Bunt. p. 367. Hidgen. p. 283. Sim. Dun. p. 193· A!ur. Bever!. p. 122. 

t The whole ftory of the-tranfatlions between Edward; Harold, ::~nd the duke of Normandy is told. 
fo difFerently by the ancient writers, that there are few important paffages of the Engli£h hifl:ory liable 
to fo great uncertainty. I have followed the account, which appeared -to me <he rnoft confill:ent and pro
bable. It.does rio~ feem likely, that Edward ever executed a will in the duke's favour, rnuch-lefs 
that he got it ratified by the fl:ates of the kingdom, as is affirmed by fome, The will would -have been 
known to all, and would have been produced by the Conqueror, to whom it gave fo plaufible, and 
really fo jufl: a title; but the doubtful <~nd ambiguous manne~ in whichhe feems always to have menc 
tioned it, proves, that he could only p;ead the known intentions of that monarch in his favour, which· 
he was defirous to call a w,]], There is ind.:ed a c ',~;,;c of the Congueror, preferved bY' Dr. Hickes; 
vol. j. where he calls hhnklf rex bereditarius, meaning heir by wi.l ; but a prince, po!fdfed of fo 
much power, and attended with fo much fuccefc, may employ what pretences he pleafes: It is fuf.; 
ficient to refute hil pretences to obferve, 11at there i;; a great diffidence and variation among the hifto
rians with. regard to a point, which, had it been real, ~nft have been agreed upon by all of them. 

Ag;;in, fome hdlorians, particularly M.almeibury and Matthew Wefiminfrer, affirm that Harold 
had no intention of going over to Normandy, but that taking the air in a pleafure-boat on the coaft,. ~ 

. ~-· 
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Chap. liT. brought him to his grave, on the fifth of January 1066, in the fixty-fifth year 
of his age, and twenty-fifth of his reign. 

1066. 
January. 

THis prince, to whom the monks gave the title of faint and confelfor, was 
the laft of the Saxon line, who ruled in England; and tho' his reign was peace
able and fortunate, he owed this profperity lefs to his own ability than to the 
conjunctures of the times. The Danes, employed in other enterprize~, at
tempted not thofe incurfions, which bad been fo troublefome to all his prede
ceifors, and fatal to fome of them. The facility of his difpofition made him 
acquiefce under the gove!nment of God win and his fon Harold ; and the 
capacity, as well as the power of thefe noblemen, enabled them, while they were 
intrufted with authority, to preferve domeftic peace and tranqu llity. The rnoft 
commendable circumft.ance of Edward's government was his attention to the ad
minillration of jufrice, and his compiling for that purpofe a body gf laws, which 
he colleCted from the laws of Ethelbe:·t, Ina, and Alfred. This compilation, 
tho' now loft (for the laws that pafs under Edward's name were compofed after
wards*) were long the objects of affeCtion to the Englifh nation. 

EowARD the Confdfor was the firft who touched for the King's evil: The 
opinion of his fantlity procured belief co this cure among the people; and his 
fucceffors regarded it _9-s a part of their power and grandeur to uphold the fame 
opmwn. It has been continued down to our time; and the praCtice was firft 
dropped by the pre[enc royal family, who obferved, that it could no longer give 
amazement even to the populace, and was attended with ridicule in the eyes of 
all men of underftanding. 

H A R 0- L D. 

11 A R 0 L D had fo well prepared matters before the death of the King, that 
~-- he immediately fl:epped into the vacant throne; and his acceffion _was at-

he was driven over by-il:refs of weather to the territories of Guv count of Ponthieu: But befides that 
this ftory is not probable in itfelf, and is contradicted by moil: of the antient hiftorians, it is refuted by 
a very curious and auchentic monument lately difcovered. It is a tapiftry, preferved in the ducal pa
lace of Roiien, and fuppofed to have been wrought by orders of Matilda, wife to the emperor: At 
leaft it is of very great antiquity. Harold is there repreftnted as taking his departure from K. Edward 
in execution of [orne commiffion, and mounting his vefid with a great t:ain .. The defi;,n of redeem

ing his brother and nephew, who were hoftages, is the moft likely caufe that can be ailigned; and is 
.accordingly mentioned by Eadmer, Hoveden, Brompton, and Simeon of DL:rham. For a farther ac
count of this piece of ta peftry, fee H dl:oire de l' Academie de Literature, tom . .jx, p. 5 35. 

"' Spelm. in verba Ballirva. 
tended 

/ 
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tencled with as little oppofition and diil:urbance, as if he had fucceeded by the Chap. Ut 
P10ft undoubted hereditary title. The citizens of London were his zealous par-
tizans: The bi!hops and clergy had adopted his caufe: And al1 the moil: power• 
ful nobility, connected with him by alliance or friend !hip, willingly feconded 
his pretenfions. The title of Edgar Atheling was fcarce ever mentioned: Much 
lefs, the claim of the duke of Normandy: And Harold, affembling the council, 
received the crown from their hands, without waiting for any regular meeting of 
the fiates, or fubmitting the queftion to their free choice or determination*. If 
there were any malecontents at this refolution, they were obliged to conceal their 
fentiments; and the new prince, taking a general filence for confent, and founding 
his title on the fuppofed fuffrages of the people, which appeared unanimous, was, 
<>n the day immediately fucceeding Edward's death, crowned and anointed King, 
by Aldred, archbi!hop of York, The whole nation feemed joyfully to fwear al-
legiance to him. 

THE firft fymptoms of danger, which the King difcovered, came from abroad, 
and from his own brother, Tofl:i, who had fubmitted to a voluntary banifhment 
in Flanders. Enraged at the fuccefsful ambition of Harold, to which he himfelf 
had fallen a facrifice, he filled the court of Baldwin with complaints of the in
juftice, which he had fuffered : He engaged the intereil: of that family againft 
his brother: He endeavoured to form intrigues with fame malecoment nobi
lity of England : He fent his emiffaries to Norway, 1n order to rouze to arms 
the freebooters of that kingdom, and excite their hopes of reaping advantage from 
the unfettled ilate of affairs on the ufurpation of the new King : And that he 
might render the combination more formidable, he made a journey to Nor
mandy; in expeCtation, that the duke, who had married Matilda, another 
rlaughter of Baldwin, would, in revenge of his own injuries, ns well as thofe of 
Tofti, fecond, by his councils and forces, the projeCted 1nvafion of England t. 

THE duke of Normandy, when he fidl: received intelligence of Harold's in
trigues and acceffion, had been moved to the higheft pitch of indignation; but 
that he might give the better colour to his p:-etenfions, he fent over an embaffy 
to England, upbraiding that prince with his breach of faith, and fummoning him 
to refign immediately poffeffion of the kingdom. Harold replied to the Norman 
ambalfadors, that the oath with which he wa~ reproached, ha::i been extorted by 

• G. PiCl:. p. 196. Ypod. Nf'alt. p. 436. ·Order. Vitalis, p. 492. M. Well:. p. 221. W. Maim • 
. p. 93· Ingulf, p. 68. Brorn;pton, p. 957· Knyghton, p. 2339. H. Hunting. p 210. Many of 
the hifiorians fay, that H.arrild was regularly elected by the ftates: S(;me, lhat EdwarJ left him his 
fucceffor by wilL t Order. Vitalis, p. 4 ;z. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

the well-grounded fear of ''iolence~ and could never, for th-at reafon, be reg~rcfed!" 
asob1igatory: That he had had no commiffion, either from the late King or the-
ftates of England, who alone could difpofe of the crown, to make'ariy tender of 
the fucceffion to the duke of Normandy; and if he, a private perfon, had af;;. 
fumed fo much authority, and had even voluntarily fworn to fupport the duke's. 
preten{ions, the oath was unlawful•, and it was his duty to feize' the firft oppor-
tunity of breaking it : That he had obtained the crown by the. unanimous fuf ... 
frages of the people; and fhould iliow himfelf totally unworthy of their favour,., 
did he not firenuouOy maintain thof-e national liberties, with whkh ·they had en,. 
trufted him : And that the duke, if he made any attempt by force of arms,.. 
fhould experience the power of an united nation, conduel;ed by a prince,· who, 
fenfible of the obligations, impofed on him by his royal dignity, was determined,. 
that the fame mon1eht iliould pnt a period to his life and to his governm~nt *. · 

Tms anfwer was no other than William expetl:ed ; a_nd he had p,reviqufly 
fixed his refolution ef making an attempt upon Englahd. Confulting only 
his- courage,. his refentment, and his ambition, he overlooked ~11 the difficul" 
ties, which muft attend an attack of a great kingdom by fuch inferior force, 
and he faw only the ci_Fcumftan~es, which w9uld facilitate his enterprize. He· 

confidered,. that England, ever fince the acce.(Iion of Canute, had enjoyed a mofr 
profound tranquillity, during a period of near fifty years;. and it would require 
time for its foldiers, enervated by long peace, to learn difcipline, and its generals 
experience. He knew, that ic was entirely unprovided of fortified towns, by 
which it could prolong the war; but muft venture its whole fortune in one de
cifive action againft a veteran enemy, who, being once mailer of t.he field, would 
be in a,condition to over•nm the kingdom. He faw, that Harold, tho' he had 
given proofs of vigor and bravery, had newly mounted a throne, which he had 
acquired by faction, from which he had excluded a very antient royal family!> 
and w~ich was likely to totter under him by b own inftability, much more if 
fhaken by any violent external impulfe. And he ho?cd, that the very circum
fiance of his croiling the feas,. quitting his own country, and leaving himfelf no 
hopes of retreat; as itwould afroniili the enemy by the boldnefs of the enterprize, 
would infpirit his foldiers from defpair, and rouze Ehem to fufrain the reputation 
of the Norman arms. 

THE Normans, as they had long been diftinguillied by valour among all the 
Europ-ean nations, had at this time. attained to the higheft pitch· of military 
renown and glory. Befides acquiring by arms fuch a noble territory in France, 

• W, Maim. p. 99· Higden, p. z85. M. Weft. p. zzz. Digeft. Angl. incerto aucto:e, p. 33 r. 
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befides_ defeading it_, ~ga,inft continual ~ttempts of the. French monarch and all Chap. III. 
its neighbours, befic!es exerting many a'Cl:ions of vigor under their prefent fove-
reign; they had, about this very time, revived their antient fame, by the moil: 
hazardous exploits, and the moft wonderful fuccelfes~ in the other extremity of 
Europe. A few Norman adventurers in Italy had acquired fuch an afcendant, 
not only over the Italians anc\ GreekS, but the Germans, and Saracens, that they 
expelled thefeforeigners, procured to themfel ves ample eftablifhments, and laid the 
foundation of the opulent kingdom of Naples and Sicily *. Thefe enterprizes 
of men, who were all of them valfals in Normandy, many of them banifued for 
fatl:ion and rebellion, excited the ambition of the haughty William; who dif
da1ned, aftt;_r fuch examples of fortune and valour, to be deterred from making 
an· awick on a neighbouring country, where he could be fupported by the whole 
force,of his principaliEy. 

· THE fituation alfo of Europe infpired William with hopes, that befides his 
brave Normans~ he might employ againft England the flower of the military 
force, which was difperfed in all the· other ftates. France, Germany and the 
Low Countries, by the progrefs of the feudal inH:itutions, were divided and Cub
divided into many fmall principalities and. baronies ; and the polfeffors, enjoying 
the civil jurifdiclion within themfelves, as well as the right of arms, acted~ in 
many refpetl:s, as independant fovereigns, and maintained their properties and 
privileges, lefs by the authority of Jaws, than by their own force and valour. 
A military fpirit had univerfally diffufed itfelf throughout Europe ; and the 
feveral leaders, whofe minds were elevated by their princely fituation, greedily 
embraced the moft adventurous enterprizes, and being accuftomed to nothing 
from their i'nfancy but recitals of the fuccefs atterlding wars and battles, they 
were prompted by a natural ambition to imitate thofe adventures, which they 
heard fo much celebrated, and which were fo much exaggerated by the credulity 
of the age. United, however loofely, by their duty to one fuperior lord, and by 
their connexions with the great body of the community, to which they belonged, 
they defired to fpread their fame each beyond his own diftriCt; and, in all a!fem· 
blies, whether inftituted for civil deliberations, for military expeditions, or merely 
for !how and entertainment, to outfhine each other by the reputation of fl:rength 
and prowefs. Hence their genius for chivalry; hence their impatience of peace 
and tranquillity ; and hence their readinefs to embark in any hazardous enterprize, 
however little interefted in its failure or fuccefs •. 

WILLIAM, by his power, his courage, and his ·abilities, had long maintained 
a pre~--eminence among thole haughty chieftains ; and every one who defired to 

* Gul. Gemet, lih. 7• cap. 30, 
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Chap. IIL difl:inguilh himfelf by his addrefs in military exercifes, or his valor in aB:ion~ ... 
had been ambitious of acquiring a reputation in the court and in the armies o£: 
:Normandy. Entertained with that hofpitality and courtefy, which difl:inguiilied 
the age, they had formed attachments with the prince, and greedily attenoed to
the profpects of glory and ad vantage, which he. promifeq :chem in return for their·· 
concurrence in an expedition againfl: England~ The more grandeur appeared 'In, 
the attempt, the more it fuited their romantic fpirit : Tne fame of the intended· 
invafion was already diffufed every where:. Multitudes crowded to tender to the· 
duke their fervice, with that of their vaffals and retainers*: And William found·: 
lefs difficulty in com pleating his levies, than in choofing the mofl: veteran and: 
experi~nced forces,. and in rejecting the offers of thofe, who were impatient. to, 
acquire fame under fo renowned a leader. 

BESWEs.the.fe adv.antages, which-William owed to his-perfonal val'<>Ur and good.: 
conduct;, he was beholden to fortune for procLlring him fome affifl:acces,. and· 
for removing many_ obftacles, which it was natural for. him to expect' in an. 
undertakingh where all his neighbours were fo. deeply interefted. Conan, duke· 
of Britanny.,_ was his mortal. enemy;. and in order to throw a damp upon his. 
enterprize,., he chofe. this conju.ntture for reviving his claim to Normandy~ itfelf;. 
and he r.equiri:d, that, in cafe of William~s fuccefs againft England,. the p~1feffion 
of that d.u.tchy might devolve to him t,. But Conan died fuddenly_.after making.: 
this demand ;. and Howel,. his fuccefforJ infiead of adopting the malignity, or 
rather. the prudence,. of his .predecelfor, zealo.ufly feconded the: duke's views, and· 
fent his eldefl: fon.t Alain Fergant,, to fe.rve uoder him with a. force oLfive thou,. 
fand Britons. The counts of Anjou,. and of Flanders,. encouraged their fubjetl:s. 
to engage in. the expedition ;7 and even .the coYrt of France, tho~ it might jufi:Iy:. 
fear the aggrandizement offo dangerous a vaffal, purfu.ed not its interefl:s on this. 
occafion with fu.fficient vigor. and refolution. Philip I. the reigning French. mo~ _ 
narch, was a minor;,. and Willi.am,. having, communicated his project to the
council, having defircd affifl:ance, and offered to .do homage, in cafe of his fuc .. 
cefs; for the crown ofEogland,_ was. indeed ordered to_lay. afide all thoughts of the 
enterprize ; . but the earl of Flanders, his ·father- in- law, being at the head of the_ 
regency, favoured· under-hand his levies, and encourag~d the enterprizing no~ 
bility to inlifl: under. the ihndard of th.e duke of Normandy._ 

THE Emperor, Henry IV. befides giv.ing openly:.aH his- vaffals permiffion to, 
embark in this .expedition;_ which fo much engaged the attention ofEurc>pe,. pro- . 
. mifed his protection to the dutchy of Normandy during the abfence of the prince,. 

111 Gul. Pictaverfis, P•-'98• t G.ul. .Gerner, Jib, 7· cap. 33• 
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:md~ thereby enabled him to draw his whole force to the attack of England •./ Chap. rre'.. 
But the moft· important a-lly, whom William gained by his negotiations, was the· 
pope, who had a mighty influence over the ancient barons, no lefs devout in their 
religious principles than valorous in their military enterprizes. The Roman pontiff, 
afrer an infenfible progrefs during feveral ages of darknefs · ancl ignoraace,. began· 
now to lift his head openly above aH the princes of Europe;· to affume the office· 
of a mediator~ or even an arbiter, in the quarrels of the greateft monarchs ; to· 
interpofe himfelf in all fecular affairs; and to obtrude his di&ates as fove.reign laws,' 
on his obfequious difciples. It was a fufficient motive to Afexander II. the reign-
ing pope, for embracing Wi1Iiam's quarrel, chat he alone had made an appeal. 
to his tribunal, and rendered him umpire of the difpute between , him and Ha~ -
r.old ; but there were other advantages, w·hich, that pontiff forefaw, muft refult. 
from the conqueft of England by the Norman arms. That kingdom, tho' au 
firft qmverted by Romilh miffionuies~ tho' it had afterwards-advanced fome far.1 
ther fteps towards fubjetl:ion under. Rome, maintained ftiH a greadrrdependance 
in its ecclefiatlical adminiftration ; and forming a world within itfeJf, entirely 
feparated from the reft of Europe, it had hitherto· proved inacceffible to thofe 
exorbitant claims, which fupported the grandeur of the papacy. Alexander,: 
therefore-, hoped, that the· French and Norman barons, if fuccefsful in their: 
enterprize, might import into that country a more devoted reverence to the 
holy fee, and bring tbe Englilh churches to a nearer conformity with thofe of 
the reft of: Europe. He declared immediately in favour of William's claim t; 0 

pronounced Harold a perjured., ufur-per;, denournced excommuni<:ation againfi: 
him and his adherents;· and the more to encourage the duke of Normandy in hi.s · 
enterprize, he fent him. a eonfecrated banner, and a ring with one of St. Peter's 
hairs in it :j:, Thus were all the·ambition and violence of that invafion covered . 
over fafely with the broad mantle of religion. 

BuT the greatell· difficulty, which William had to encounter in· his prepara· 
tions, arofe from his own fubject:s in Normandy. The ftates of the dutchy- were: 
aB·embled at Liilebonne; and fupplies being demanded for the intended enter .. 
prize, which promifed fo ·much glory and dvaotage to their count·ry, there ap;o 
peared a reluctance in many members, both ;to grant fi.1ms fo much beyond the 
common meafure of taxes in that age, and co fet a precedent of performing :thei:r 
military fervice out of their own country. The duke finding it da•1gerous to 

folicit them in a body, conferred f.t :rately with the richeil: perfons in the pro-

• Gul. PiC;, p. 198. 
t W Maim. p. 100, Ingulf, p. 6g. Higden, p. 285•· Brompton, P• 95',, 
i. Baker, p. zz. edit, 1684. . 
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Chap. III. .vince ; and beginning with thof.e whofe affeCtions he moH: relied on, he gradually 
engaged all of them to advance the fums demanded. The count of Long.uevilte 
.feconded him in this negotiation, the count of Mortaigne, Odo bilhop of Baieux, 
and efpecially William Fitz-Ofborne, count of Breteuil~ and conftable of the 
dutchy. Every perfon, when he himfe]f was once engaged, endeavou-red to bring 
over others; and at laft the ftates themfelves, after ftipulating that this conceffion 
fuould be no precedent for the future, voted, that they would affift their prince 
to the utmoft in his intended enterprize *. 

WILLIAM had now alfembled a fleet of 3000 veffels, great and fmall t, and 
had fdected an army of 6o,ooo men from among thofe numerous fupplies, which 
from every quarter folicited to be received into his fervice. The camp bore a 
fplendid, yet a martial appearance, from the difcipline of the men, the vigqur ot 
the horfes, the luftre of the arms and accoutrements of both; but above all, from 
the high names of nobility, who engagt'cl under the banners of the duke of Nor
mandy. The moft celebrated were Euftace, count of Boulogne, Aimeri de 
Thouars, Hugh d'Eftaples, William d'Evreux, Geoffrey de Rotrou, Roger de 
Beaumont, William de Warenne, Roger de Montgomeri, H,ugh de Granrmefni:l, 
Charles Martel, and Geoffrey Giffard :t. To thefe bold chieftains William held 
up the fpoils of England as the prize of their valour; and pointing to the oppo
fite ihore, called to them, that there was the field, on which they muft erect tro
phies to their name, and fix their eftabliihments. 

WHILE he was making thefe mighty preparations, the duke, that he might 
increafe the number of Harold's enemies, excited the inveterate rancour of Tofti, . 
and encouraged him, in concert with Harold Ha.Jfager, King of Norway, to in
feft the coaft of England. Tofti, having collected about fixty .veffels in the 
ports of Flanders, put to fea ; and after committing. fome ·depredations on the 
fouth and eaft coafts, he failed to Northumberland, and he was there joined by 
Halfager, who came over with a great armament of three hundred fail II· The 
combined fleets entered the Humber, and difernbarked the troops, who began to 
extend their depredations on all fides; when Morcar earl of Northumberland, and 
.Edwin· earl of Mercia, the King's brothers-in-law, having haftily collected f~me 
troops, ventured to give them battle. The action ended with the total defeat and 
flight of thefe two noblemen §. 

'* Camden. Introd. ad Britann. p. 21 z. zd edit. Gibf. V erftegan, p. J 7 3• 
t Gul. Gemet, lib, 7· cap. 34· ! Ordericus Vitalis, p. 501. 

II Chron. Sax. p. 172. W. Maim. p. 94• H. Hunt. p. 367. Higden, p. 284; 
j Chron. Sax. p. 172. W. Maim. P· 94· Hov.eden, p. 448. Ingulf, p. 69. Higden, p. 284, 
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HAROLD, inf.o,rmed of t,bis misfortune, hafrened with an army to the protec- Chap. nr. 
tk>n of h~s pe,ople; and exprefit:d the :utmoft ardour to fhow himfelf worthy of 
the cro.wn, which ha~ be.:n conferred upon him. This prince, tho' he was not 
fenfible of the full extent of his danger, from the great combination againft him" 
had employ.yd every art of popularity to acquire the affeCtions of the public; and 
he gave fo many proofs of an equitable and prudent adminiftration, that the Eng-
]jfli found no reafon to repent of the choice. which they h,ad made of a fovereign * .. 
They flocked fr9m all quarters to Join his ftandard ; . and as foon· as .he reac~ed 
the enemy at Stanford, ~e ,found himfelf in a condition of giving them battle· 25th Sept. 

Th,e aCtio~ ~as very bloody ; but the viCtory was deciflve on the Gde of Harold, 
and -end.ed with the total rout of the Danes, together with the death of Tofti and 
Halfager t. Even the Danifh fle.et fell into the hands of Harold ; who had the 
generofity to give prince Olave, the fon of Halfager, his liberty, and allow him 

- to depart with twenty velfels t· But he. had fcar.ce time to rejoice for this vic; 
tory, 'when he receiv~ intelligence, that the duke of Normandy wa~ landed witfr 
a great army in. th~ fouxh of England •. 

THE Norman- fleet and army had been affembled, early in_tbe fummer, at the· 
mouth of the fma.Jl river Dive, and ap the troops had been 'inftantly embarked; 
but the winds proved long contrary,. and detained them in that harbour II· The 
authority, however, of the duke, the .good difcipline maintained among the fea •. 
men and foldiers, and the great care of fuppiying them with provifions, had pre:.
vented any diforder; when at lafl: the wi~d became favourable, and enabled thern 
to fail along the coail:s, till they reached St. V alori. There were, however, feveral 
veffels loft in this fhort paffage; and a.s the winds again proved contrary, the army 
began to im~gine, that heaven had declared againft them, and that, notwithftand~ 
i:ng the Pope's benediCtion, they were ~efl:ined to certain ruin §. Thefe bold 
warriors, whodefpifed real dangers, were very fubjeB: to the dread of imaginary 
ones; and many 9f them began to mutiny, and fame of them even to defert their 
colours; when the· duke,. in order to fupport their dro')ping hopes, ordered a 
proceffion to be made wilh the reliques of St. Valori +, and prayers to be faid for 
mote favourable weather. The winds inftantly changed ; and as this incid.ent 
happened on the eve of theJeaft of St. Michael, the tutelar faint of Normandy, 

* W. Mdlm. p. 93· Hoveden, p. 447• Hifr. Elienfic, cap. 44· Sim. DLin; p. 193· Flor. 
Wigorn. p. 623. 

t Chron. Sax. p. IJZ. W. Malm. p. 94· H. Hunt. p. 368. Ingulf, p. 69. Hill:. Ramer. p. 46r. 
t Hoveden, F· 448. Ingulf, p. 6g. Higden, p. 285. ~hron. S:. Petri de Bu·go, p. 46. 
II Order. Vitalis, p. soo. § W. Malm. p. Ioo. 
+ Higden, p. 285. Order. Vitalis, p. soo. Matth. Paris, edit. Parifiis anno 1644, p. 2. 
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,:efta .·III · the:foldiers, f<tncying they faw the hand of heaven in all thefe concurring circum..; 
P • :fiances, fet out with the greateft alacrity * : They met with no oppofition on the it 

·voyage: A great fleet, which Harold had aifembled, and which had cruized aH 
:fummer off the Ifie of Wight, had been difmifrecl, on his receiving:falfe intelli-
gence, that William, difcouraged by 'the contrary winds and other accidents, 

·had laid afide his preparations+. The Norman armament, proceeding in grea 
. order, arrived, without any material ·Jofs, at Pevenfey in Suffex; and the ·army 
;quietly difembarked. The duke himfelf, as he leaped on fhote, happened to 
· ftumble and f-all-; but had the prefence of mind to turn the omen to his advan
tage, by calling -aloud, that ·he had taken poffeffion of the country :J:. And a 
foldier, running to a neighbouring cottage, plucked fome thatch, which, as if 

·.giving him feizine of ·the kingdom, he prefented to his general. The joy and 
alacrity of William and his whole army was fo great, that they were nowife dif

·Couraged, even when they heard of Harold's great vietory over the Danes; and 
they feemed rather to wait with impatience for the arrival·of the enemy J!. 

THE victory of Harold, tho' great and honourable, 'had proved ·in the tn~in 
prejudicial to his interefts, and may be regarded .as the immediate caufe of his 
ruin. He loft many of his braveft officers and foldiers in 'the action; and he dif
gufted the reft, by refufing ·ro diftribute the Danifh fpoils ·among them§ : A 

,conduct which was 'little agreeable ·to his ufual generofity of temper; but which 
his defire of fparing the people, in the War which impended bve:r him from the 
duke of Normandy, had probably occafioned. H.e hafl:ened by quick marches to 
reach this new invader ; but tho' he was reinforced at London and other places 
with freth troops, he found 'himfelf alfo weakened by the defertion of his old fol
diers, who from fatigue and difcontent fecretly withdrew from their colours. 
His brother Gurth, a man of bravery and conduct, began to entertain apprehen
~"fions of the·event; and remonftrated with the King, that it would be better po-
;Jicy to prolong the war, or, at lea·ft, to fpare his own perfon in the action. He 
·urgea to 'him, that the defperate fituation of the duke of Normandy made it re-
quifite for that prince to 'bring matters to a fpeedy decifion, and put his whole for
tune on the iffue of a battle; but that the King of England, in his own country, 
beloved by his fubjects, provided of every fupply, had more infallible and lefs 
dangerous methods of enfuring to himfelf the vicrory : That the Norman troops, 
elevated on the one hand with the higheft hopes; and feeing, on the other, no 
.refource ·in cafe of a difcomfiture, would fight to the laft e~tremity; and being 
the flower of all the warriors of the continent, muft be regarded as formidable to 

• W. Maim. p. 100. 

): Baker, p. 22. 
t Hoveden, p. fr8. Sim. Dun. p. 194. Diceto, p. 479· 

II Gul. Pict. p. 199. § W. Maim. p. 94· Higden, p. 285. 
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the Englifh : That if their firft fire and fpirit, which is always moft dangerous, Chap. III. 
were allowed to languifh for want of aCtion; if they were harraffed with fmall fkir-
mifhes, ftraitned in provifions, and fatigued with the bad weather and deep roads 
during the winter-fc:afon, which was approaching, they mufl: fall an eafy and a 
bloodlefs prey to their enemy: That if a general aCtion was delayed, the Englilh, 
fenfible of the imminent danger, to which their properties, as well as liberties, 
were expofed from thele rapacious invaders, would haften from all qu:arters to his 
affiftance, and would render his army invincible: That at leaf!:, if he thought ic 
necelfary to hazard a battle, he ought not to expofe his own perfon ; but referve, 
in cafe of difaftrous accidents, fome refource to the liberty 2.nd independance of 
the kingdom : And that having once been fo unfortunate, as to be conftrained to 
f wear, and that upon the holy reliques, to fupport the pretenfions of the duke of 
Normandy, it were better that another perfon fhould commanp the army, who, 
not being bound by thefe facred ties, might give the foldiers more certain hopes 
of a profperous ilfue to the quarrel *. 

HAROLD was deaf to all thefe remonftrances; and being elated with his paft pro
fperiry, as well as ftimulated by his native courage, he refolved to give battle in 
perfon; and for that purpofe, he drew near to the Normans, who had removed 
their camp and fleet to Haftings, where they fixed their quarters. He was fo con
fident of fuccefs, that he fent a melfage to the duke, promiGng him a fum of 
money, if he would depart the kingdom without effufion of blood : But his 
offer was rejected with difdain; and William, not to be behind with his enemy 
in vaunting, fent him a melfage by fome monks, requiring him either to refign 
the kingdom, or to hold it of him in fealty, or to fubmit their caufe to the arbi
tration of the Pope, or to fight him in fingle combat t. Harold replied, that 
the God of battles would foon be the arbi'ter of ali thek differences :f:. 

THE Englifh and Nor mans now prepared themfelves for this important deci- Ifth Olh bcr. 
fion ; but the afpeB: of things, on the night before the battle, was very different 
in the two camps~ The Englifh fpent the time in riot, and jollity, and dif-
order; the Normans in filence and in prayer, and i:1 the funCl:ions of their re-
ligion II· On the morning, the duke called together the moft confiderable of 
his chieftans, and made them a fpeech fuit.ab1e to the occafion. He reprefented 
to them, that the event which they and he ·had iong wifhed for, was approach-
ing; and the whole fortune of the war now depended on their fword, and would 

*· W. Malm. p. 100. Higden, p. z86. Order. V.tal s, p. 500. Matth. Weft. p. z~z. 
t W. Maim. p roo. Higden, p. z8"6. ;j: Higden, p. ~86. 
ll W. Malm. p. tot. ·De Geft. Angl. p. 3 32. 
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Chap. III. be decid·ed in a fingle action : That never army had greater motives for exert
ing a vigorous courage, whether they confidered the prize which would attend 
their- victory, or the inevitable_ deftruftion which mufl: enfue upon their difcom~ 
fiture : That if their martial and veteran bands could once break thofe raw fol
diers, who had rafuly dared to approach them, they conquered a kingdom at one, 
blow, and were juil:ly intitled to all its poffeffions as the reward of their profpe
rous valour : That, on the contrary, if they remitted in the leaft their wonted 
prowefs, an enraged enemy hung upon their rear, the fea met them in their re
treat, and an ignominious death was the certain punifhment of their imprudent. 
cowardice: That by collecting fo numerous· and brave a hoft, he had enfured every 
human means of conqueft; and the commander of the enemy, by his criminal con
duct, had given him juil: caufe to hope for the favour of Heaven, in whofe hands. 
alone lay the event of wars and battles: And that a perjured ufurper, anathematized 
by the fovereign pontiff, and confcious of his own breach of faith, would be ftruck· 
with terror on their appearance, and would prognoflicate to himfelf that fate which • 
his multiplied crimes had fo jufi:ly merited*. The duke next divided his army into 
tbree lines: The firft, headed by Montgomery,. confill:ed of archers and light
armed infantry : The fecond, commanded by Martel, was compofed of his
braveil: battalions, heavy armed, .and ranged in clofe order : His cavalry, at w hofe
head he placed himfelf, formed the third line; and were fo difpofed, that they 
ftretched beyond the infantry, and flanked each wil'lg of the army t. He ordered 
the fignal of battle to found; and the whole army, moving at once, and finging: 
the hymn or fang. of Roland, the famous peer of Charlemagne :f:, advanced, in· 
order and with alacrity,. towards the enemy. 

HAROLD had feized the advantage of a rifing ground, and having befides-; 
erawn fome trenches to fecure his flanks, he refolved to ftand upon the defenfi ve~' 
and to avoid all action with the cavalry, in which he was inferior n; The 
Kentifu men were placed in the van; a poft which they had always claimed as-. 
their due: The Londoners guarded the ftandard : And the King himfelf, ac
companied by his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Lcofwin, difmountif.lg from 
horfeback, placed himfelf at the head of his infantry, and expreffed his refolution · 
10 conquer or to perifh in the action§. The firft attack of the Normans was 
defperate, but was received with equal valour by the Englifh ; . and after a furious 
combar, which remained long undecided, the former, overcome by the difficulty 

• H. Hunt. p. 368. Brompton, p. 959· Gul. Pia. p. zo1. t Gul. Pia. p. 201. Order. 
Vial. p. 501. :t: W. Maim. p. 101. Higden, p. 286. Matth. Weft. p. 223. Du Cange's 
Gloffary in verbo Cantilena Rolandi. 

{ Gul. Pia. p. 201.· Order. Vitalis, p. 501. § W. Maim. p. loT. 
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of the ground, and hard preffed hy the enemy, . began firft to relax their vigour, Chap. UL 
then to give ground ; and confuuon was fpreading among the ranks ; when Wil-
liam, who found himfelf on the brink of qeil:rucl:ion, haftened with a feleCI: 
band, to the relief of his difmayed forces*. His prefence reftored the atlion; 
the Engli!h were obliged to retreat with lofs ; and the duke, ord<."ring his fecond 
]ine to advance, renewed the attack with frefh forces and with redoubled courage. 
Finding, that the enemy, aided by the advantage of ground, and animated by 
the example of their prince, frill made a vigorous refifl:ance, he tried a ftrata-
gem, which was very delicate in its management, but which feemed advifeable in 
his defperate fituation, when, if he gained not a decifive victory, he was totally 
undone : He ordered his troops to make a hafty retreat, and to allure the enemy 
from their ground by the appearance of flight. The artifice fucceeded againft 
thefe une~perienced troops, who, he~ted by the action, and fanguine in their 
hopes, precipitantly followed the Normans into the plaint. William gave or-
<lers, that at once the infantry fhould face about upon their purfuers, and the cam 
valry make an aifault upon their wings, and both of them purfue the advantage, 
which the furprife and terror of the enemy muft give them in that critical and de-
cifive moment. The Englifh were repulfed with great fiaughter, and drove back 
to the hill ; wh~re being rallied again by the bravery of Harold, they were able, 
notwithftanding their lofs, to maintain the poft and continue the combat. The 
duke tried the fame ftratagem a fecond time with the fame fuccefs ; but even 
after this double advantage, he frill found a great body of the Englifh, who 
maintaining themfelves in firm array, feemed determined to difpute the victory to 
the laft extremity. He ordered his heavy armed infantry to make the affault 
upon them; while his archers, placed behind, fhould gall the enemy, who were 
expofed by the fituation {)f the ground, and who were intent in defending them-
felves againft the fwords and fpears of the affailants :1:· By this difpoficion he at 
lafl: prevailed : Harold was fiain by an arrow, while he was combating with 
great bravery at the head of his men j] : His two brothers fhared the fame fate : 
And the Englilh, difcouraged by the fall of thefe princes, gave ground on all 
fides, and were purfued with great fiaughter by the victorious Normans. A few 

troops however of the vanquifhed dared frill to turn upon their purfuers ; and 
taking them in deep and miry ground, obtained fame revenge for the fiaughter 
and dilhonour of the day§. But the appearanGe of the duke obliged them to 

* Gul. Pia. p. 202. Order. Vitalis, p. 501. 

i" W. Maim. p. 101. B. Hunt. p. 368. Higden, p. z86. Brompton, p. 960. Gul. Pia. 
p· 202. M. Paris, p. 3· :j: Diceto, p. 480. 

II W. Maim. p. 101. H. Hunt. p. 369. Ingulf, p. 69. Sim, Dun. p. 195. 
§ Gul. Pia • .p. 203. OrderA Vitalis, p. 501. 
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Chap. JH. feek their fafety by flight, and darknefs faved them from any farther purfuit by.· 
the enemy. 

THus was gained by William, duke of Normandy, the great and decifive 
viCtory of Hafiings, after a battle which was fought from morning till funfet *, 
:and which feemed worthy, by the heroic feats of valour difplayed by both armies,. 
and by ,both commanders,. to decide the fate of a mighty kingdom. William had 
three horfes killed under him ; and there fell· near fifteen thoufand men on the fide 
of the Nor mans t: The lofs was ftill more confiderable on that of the vanquilh~ 
ed; befides the death of the King. and his two brothers. The dead body.of 
Harold was brought to William, and was generoufiy reftored without ranf0m to 
his mother t· The~ Norman army left not the field. of battle without< giving_ 
thanks t(, hc:a\·en, in the moft folemn manner, for their victory : And the prince,, 
having refrefhtd his forces, prepared to pufh to the utmo.ft his advantage; ag_ainfb 
the divided, difmayed, and difcomfited Englilh._ 

• Alur. Bever!, p. 124. Ypod. Neuft. p. 436. t Gut. Gemet. lib. 7· cap. 3§, 
l W. M<~lm. p •. Jol. Higden, .p. 1..86. Chr.Jn. Abb. St-Petri.de Burgo,_p .. -4~·· 
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The AN G L o-S A x o N G o v. E R N M E NT and. M.A N N E R s •. 

Firjl Saxon government-Succq!Jion :of tbe Kings---The Wittenagemot 
-The ariflrxracy-The .fi'veral orders if men--Courts if juf-
tice-Crimina! law-Rules o/ proof---Military force-Pub-
1/c rerpenue-f/ a 'ue if money-Manners.. 

T H E government of the Germans, and that of all the northern nations who Appendix I. 
eihblifhed themfelves on the ruins of Rome, was always extremely free ; 

and thofe fierce people, accuftomed to independance and enured to arms, were 
more guided by perfuafion than authority, in the fubmiffion which th€y paid their 
princes• The military defpotifm, which had taken place in· the Roman empire, 
and which,. previoufly to the irruption of thefe conquerors, had funk the genius 
of men, and' deftroyed every noble principle of fcience and virtue, was unable to 
refift the vigorous efforts of a free people; and Europe, as from a new epoch, 
rekindled her antient fpirit, and lhook off the bafe fervitude to arbitrary will and 
authority, under which it had fo long laboured. The free conftitutions then en. a. 
blifhed, however impaired by the encroachments of fucceeding princes, ftill pre-
ferve an air of independance and legal adminiftration, which diftinguifh the Eu-
ropean nations; and if that part of the globe maintain fentiments of liberty, ho-
nour, equity, and valour, fuperior to the re·ft of mJ.nkind, it owes thefe ad van~ 
tages chiefly to the feeds implanted by tho:e generous· barbarians. 

THE Saxons, who fubdued Britain, as they enjoyed great liberty in their own F:r!l: Saxon 

c:- untry, obftinateiy· retained that invaluable· poffefiion in their new· fettlement ; gGv~rnmenr. 
and they imported into this iiTand · the fame principles of independance, which 
they had inherited frcm their ancell:ors. The chieftains·( for fuch they were more 
properly than kings or princes) who commanded them in thofe military expedi.-
tions, 11ill. poffdfed a· very limited authority ; and as the Saxons exterminated, 
rather than fubdued; the antient inhabitants, they were indeed tranfplanted. into 
a new te·rritory, but preferved unaltered all their civil and military inftirutions. 
The language was pure Saxon; even the names of places,. which, oft€n remain 
while the tongue- entirely changes, were almofl: all affixed by the new conque .. -
rors ; the manners. and cuftoms were wholly_ German ; . and the fame picture of a 
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Appendix I. fierce and bold liberty, which is drawn by the mafterly pencil of Tacitus, win 
apply to thefe founders of the Engli!h government. The King, fo far from 
being entitled to an arbitrary power, was only confidered as the firft among the 
cicizens ; his authority depended more on his perfonal qualities than on his flation-; 
he was even fo far on a level with the other inhabitants, that a frated price was 
affixed to his head, and a legal fine was levied from his murderer, which, tho" 
proportioned to his fration, and fuperior to that paid for the life of a fubjecr, was 
a fenfible mark of his fubordination to the community. 

succeffion of IT is eafy to imagine, that an independant people, fo little reftrained by laws, 
the kings. and cultivated by fcience, ~ould not be very frrict in maintaining a regular fuc

cellion of their princes. Tho' they paid a great refpeCt to the royal family, and 
afcribed to them an undifputed fuperiority, they either had no rule, ot none that 
was fteadily obferved in filling the vacant throne; and prefent convenience in 
that emergency was more attended to than general principles. We are not how
ever to fuppofe, that the crown was confidered as altogether elective ; and that a 
regular plan was traced by the confritution for fupplying, by the fufrrages of the 
people, every vacancy made by the deceafe of the firft .magifl:rate. If any King 
on his death left a fon of an age and capacity fit for government, the young 
prince naturally frepped into the throne: If he was a minor, his uncle, or the 
next prince of the blood, was promoted to the government, and left the fceptre 
to his pofrerity : Any fovereign, by taking previous meafures-with the leading men, 
had it greatly in his power to appoint his fucceifor : All thefe changes, and indeed 
the ordinary adminiftration of government, required the exprefs concurrence, or 
at leaft the tacit confent of the people ; but prefent poifeffion, however obtained, 
went far towards procuring their obedience, and the idea of any right which was 
once excluded, was but feeble and imperfect. This is fo much the cafe in all barba
rous monarchies, and occurs fo often in the hiftory of the Anglo-Saxons, that we 
cannot confiftently entertain any other notion of their government. The idea of 
an hereditary fuccellion in authority is fo natural to men, and is fo much fortified 
by the ufual rule in tranfmitting private poifellions, that it muft retain a great in
fluence on every fociety, who do not exclude it 'by the refinements of a republican 
conftitution. But as there is a fenfible difference between government and private 
polfellions, and every one is not equally qualified for exercifing the one as for en
joying the other, a people, who are not fenfible of the general advantages attending 
a fixed rule, are apt to make great leaps in the fuccellion, and frequently to pafs over 
the per(on, who, had he poifeifed the requifit,e years and abilities, would have 
been thought entitled to the authority. Thus, thefe monarchies. are not, ftricUy 
Jpeaking, either eleCtive or hereditary; and tho' the de!l:ination of a prince may 

often 
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often be followed in appointing his fucceffor, they can as little be regarded as wholly Appendix -f. 

reftamentary. The fuffrages of the ftates may fometimes eftablifh a fovereign; 
but they more frequently recognize him whom they find eftabliJhed: A few great 
men take the lead ; the people, overawed and influenced, acquiefce in the go-
vernment ; and the reigning prince, provided he be of the royal family, paffes 
\lndifputably for the legal fovereign. 

1 

IT is confeffed, that our knowledge of the Anglo-Saxon hiftory and antiquities The Wittena. 
is too imperfect to afford us means of determining with certainty all the preroga- gemot. 

tives of the crown and privileges of the people, or of giving an exact delineation 
ofthat government. It is probable alfo, that the confiitution might be fomewhat 
different in the different nations of the Heptarchy, and that it changed confide-
rably during the courfe of fix centuries, which elapfed from the firfi inva.Gon of 
the Saxons till the Norman conqueft *. But moft of thefe differences and changes, 
with their caufes and effects, are unknown tO'US : It only appears, that, at all 
times, and in aU the kingdoms, there was a national council, called a Wittenage-
mot or affembly of the wife men, (for that is the import of the term) whofe confent 
was requifite for the enacting laws, and for ratifying the chief acts of public ad
minifl:ration~- The preambles to all the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, Alfred, Edward 
the elder, Athelftan, Edmond, Edgar, Ethelred, and Edward the Confeffor; 
even thofe to the laws of Canute, tho' a- kind of conqueror, put this matter be-
yond controverfy, and carry proofs every where of a limited and legal govern-
ment. But who were the conftituerit members of this 'Vittenagemot has n-ot been 
determined with certainty by antiquarians. It is agreed, that the bifhops and ab .. 
hots t were an effemial part ; and it is alfo evident, from the tenor-of thefe an-
tient laws, that the Wittenagemot enacted ftatutes which regulated the eccle-
fiaftical as well as civil government, and that thofe dangerous principles, by which· 
the church is totally fevered from the ftate, were hitherto unknown to the Anglo-
Saxons :f:, It alfo appears, that the aldermen or. governors of counties, who;_ 

~ • We know of one change, not inconfiderable in the Saxon conll:itution~ The Saxon annals, p. 4-t;'•
inform us, that it is the prerogative of the King to name the dukes, earls, alderman and fheriifs of the 
counties, Aifer, a contemporary writer, informs us, that A:fred depofed a:l the ignorant aldermen, 
and appointed men of more capacity in their place: Yet the laws ofEdward the C)nfeffiH, § 35· fay 
exprefsly, that the heretoghs ordukes, and the fheriff, were chofen by the frceho~ders in the £1lkmote, 
a county court, which was affembled once a year, and where all the freeholder. {wore allegiance to the 
King, 

t Sometimes abbeffes were admitted; at leall:, they often fign the King's charters of grants •. Spellm •. 
Glolf. m verbo Par-liammtum. 

t Wilkins paffim. 
7.-
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Appet:dix r. after the Danilh times, were often called earls'*, were admitted into this .council, 
and gave their confent to the ·public ftatutes. But befi-des the prelates and alder
men, there is alfo mention of -rhe wires or wife-men, as a diftinCl: branch -of the 
Vvittenagemot ; but who -theft were is not fo clearly afcertained by the laws or 
the hift:ory of that period. The matter would probably be of diffkult difcufion~ 
even were it examined impartially; but as our parties have chofen to -divide on 
this head, the queftion has been diiputed with the greater acrimony, and the ar
gume.nts on both fides have become, on that account, the more captious and de
ceitful. Our monarchical taction maintain, that thefe ·wites or fapientes were the 
judges or men learned in the law : The popular party aifert them to be reprefenta
tives of the boroughs., or what we now call the commons.. 

Tat expreffions, employed by all the ancient hift:orians ·in mentioning the 
Wittenagemot, feem to contradict the latter fuppofition. The members are a} .. 
moft always called the principes, fatrapte, ()ptimates, magnates, proceres; terms 
which feem to fuppofe an ariftocracy, and to exclude the commons. The boroughs 
alfo, from the low ftate of .commerce, were fo fmall.and poor, and the .inhabi
tants lived in fuch dependance on the great men t, that it feems nowife probable 
they would be admitted as a ·part of the national-eounciJs. The commons are 
well known to have -had n0 !hare in the governments eftablilhed by the Franks, 
Burgundians, and ·ather northern nations; and we may conclude, that the Saxons, 
who remained longer barbarous and uncivilized than thefe tribes, w<>uld never 
think of conferring fuch an extraordinary privilege on trade and induftry. The 
military profeffion alone was honourable among .all thofe conquerors : The war
·riors fubfift:ed by their poifeffions in land : They became.confiderable by their 
influence over their vaifals, retainers, tenants, and fiaves : And ic had need of 

* It appe~rs from tbe arrtient tranflations of the Saxon annals and laws, and from King Alfred's 
tranflation of Bede, .as well as from all the antient hiftorians, that come.s in Latin, alderman in Saxon, 
and earl in Dano-Saxon were quite fynonimous. There is only a claufe of a law of King Athel.ll:an's 
(fee Spelm. Cone. p. 4o6~) which has ftumbled fome antiquarians, and has made them imagine that 
an earl was fuperior to an alderman. The weregild or the price of an earl's blood is there fixed at 

1 5,ooo thrimfaf, equal to that of an archbifhop; whereas that of a bilhop_ and alderman is only g000 

thrimfas. To folve this difficulty we muft have recourfe to Selden's conjeCture, (fee his Titles of 
Honour, chap. 5· p. 6o3, 6o4-.) that the term of earl was in the age of Athelftan juft beginning to be 
of ufe in England, and fiood at that time for the atheling or prince of the blood, heir to the crown. 
This he confirms by a law of Canute, § 55. where an atheling and an archbifhop are put upon the fame 
fcoting. In another law of the fame Athe'H:an the wen·gild of the prince or atheling is faid to be 
I5,ooo thrimfas. See Wilkins, p. 7 I. He is therefore the fame who is called earl in the former law. 

t Brady's treatife of Englifl1 borou£hs, p. 3• 4• 5, &c. 
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llrong proofs to convince us that they would admit any of a rank fo much inferior Append·x I. 

as the burgeffes, to lhare with them in the legiflative authority. Tacitus indeed 
affirms, that, among the antient Germans, the confent of all the members of the 
community was required in every important deliberation ; but he fpeaks not of 
reprefentatives ; and this antient practice, mentioned by the Roman hill:orians, 
could only have place in fmall tribes, where every citizen might without incon-
venience be affembled upon .any extraordinary emergency. After principalities 
became more extenfive ; after the differences of property had formed dill:inCl:ions 
more important than thofe arifing from perfonalll:rength and valor; we may con-
clude, that the nati~nal affemblies muft have been more limited in their number, 
and compofed only of the more confiderable citizens. 

BuT tho' we mull: exclude the burgeffes or commons from the Saxon Wit
teQagemot; there is fome neceffity for fuppofing, that this affembly confifted of 
other members befide the prelates, abbots, aldermen, and the judges or privy coun
cil. For as all thefe, excepting fome of the ecclefiaftics *, were antiently appoint
ed by the King, had there been

1 

no other legiflative authority, the royal power had 
been in a great meafure defpotic, contrary to the tenor of all the hill:orians, and to 
the practice of ail the northern nations. We may, therefore, conclude, that the more 
confiderable proprietors of land were, without any election, confi:ituent mem
bers of the national affembly ; and there is reafon to think, that forty hydes, or 
about four or five thoufand acres, was,the eftate requifite for intitling the poffeffor 
to this honourable privilege. There is a paffage of an antient author t from 
which it appears, that a perfon of very noble birth, even one allied to the ~rown, 
was not efteemed a princeps (the ter,m ufually employed by antient hifi:orians when 
the Wittenagemot is mentioned) till he had acquired a fortune of that extent. Nor 
need we imagine, that the public council would become diforderly or confufed 
by admitting fo great a multitude. The landed property of England was pro
bably in few haflds during the Saxon times; at Jeall:, during the latter part of 
that period : And as men had fmall ambition of attending thefe public councils, 
there was no danger of the affembly's becoming too numerous for the difpatch of 
the little bufinefs, which was brought before them. . 

* There is fome reafon to think, that the bilhops were fometimes chofen by the \Vittenagemot, and 
confirmed by the King. Eddius, cap. 2. The abbots in the monafteries of the royal foundation were 
antiently named by the King; tho' Edgar gave the monks the eleaion, and only refe1ved to him~ 
felf the ratification. This defl:ination was afterwards frequently violated; and the abbots as well as 
bilhops were af.erwards all appointed by the court; as we learn from In gulf, a writer contemporary to 
the conqueft. 

t Rift. Elienfis, cap. 36. 40. This paffage is remarked by Dugdale, (pre f. to his Baron. vol L) 
and he draws the fame inference from it. 

VoL. I. U JT 
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Append:x 1. IT is certain, that, whatever we may determine concerning the conftituent 
The arifto- members of the Wittenagemot, in whom the legiflature refided, the Anglo-Saxon 
cracy. government, in the period preceding the Norman conqueft, was become ex-

tremely ariftocratical : The royal authority was very'Jimited; the people, even if 
admitted to that alfembly, were of little or no weight or confideration. We 
have hints given us in the hiftorians of the great power and riches of particular 
noblemen: And it could not but happen, after the abolition of the Heptarchy, 
when the King lived at a diftance from the provinces, that thefe great proprietors, 
who refided o'n their eftates, would much augment their authority over their 
vaffals and retainers, and over all the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. Hence 
the immeafurable power affumed by Harold, Godwin, Leofric, Siward, Morcar,. 
Edwin, Edric, and Alfric, who controlled the authority of the kings, and ren
dered themfelves quite neceffary in the government. The two latter, tho' deteft
ed by the people, on account of their joining a foreign enemy, frill preferved their 
power and influence; and we may therefore conclude, that their authority was 
founded, not on popularity., but on family rights and poO'effions. There is one 
Athelitan, mentioned in th~ reign of the king of that name, who is called alder
m9n of all England, and is faid to be half-king; tho' the monarch himfelf was 
a prince of great valour and ability * L And we ·find, that in the latter Saxon 
times, and in thefe ~lone, the great offices went from father to fon, and became, 
in a manne~ hereditary in the families t. 

THE circumftances, attending the invafions of the Danes, would alfo ferve 
much to increafe the power of the principal nobility. Thefe freebooters made 
unexpeCted inroads on all quarters ; and there was a neceffity, that each county 
fhould refifl: them by its own force, and under the condutl: of its own magiftrates, 
and nobility. For the fame reafon, that a general war, managed by the united 
efforts of the whole ftate, commonly increafes the power of the crown ; thefe 
private wars and inroads turned to the advantage of the aldermen and nobles. 

AMONG that military and turbulent people, fo averfe to commerce and the 
arts, fo litrle enured to induftry, juftice was commonly very ill executed, and 
great oppreffion and violence feem to have prevailed. Thefe diforders would 
be encreafed by the exorbitant power of the arifl:ocracy ; and would, m their 

* Hift. Ramer. § 3· p. 387. 
t Roger Hoveden, giving the reafon why William the Conqueror made Cofpatric earl of Nor

thumberland fays, Nam ex matcrm jangui11e attine6at ad eum honor if/ius comitatm. Era/ enim ex matre 

/Jigitha, jita Uthredi com'tis. See alfo Sim. Dun, p. 205. We fee in thofe infl:ances, the fame ten
dency towards rendering offices hereditary, which took place, during a more early period, on the con· 
tinent; and wh~ch had already orerated its full effdl:. 

turn, 
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turn, contribute to increafe it. Men, not daring to rely on the guardianfuip of Appendi; r~ 
the laws, were obliged to devote themfelves to the fervice of fome chieftain, whofe 
orders they followed even to the difturbance of· the government or the injmy of 
their fellow citizens, and who afforded them in return proteCtion from any inful c 
or injuftice by ftrangers. Hence we find, by the extraCts which Dr. Brady has 
given us from Domefday, that almoft all the inhabitants even of buroughs, had 
placed themfel ves in the clientfhip of fome particular nobleman, whafe, patronage 
_they purchafed by annual payments, and whom they were obliged to confider 
as their fovereign, more than the King himfelf, or even the legiOature *. A client, 
tho' a freeman, was fuppofed fo much to belong to his patron, that his murderer 
was obliged by law to pay a fine to the latter, as a compenfation for his lofs·; in 
like manner as he paid a fine to his mafter for the murder of his Oave t.. Men, 
who were of a more confiderable rank, but not powerful enough, each to [up-
port himfelf by his own independant authority, entered into formal confede .. 
racies together, and compofed a kind of feparate republic, which rendered itfelf 
formidable to all aggreffors. Dr. Hicks has preferveel a very curious Saxon 
bond of this kind, which he calls a Sodalitt'um, and which contains many parti-
culars, charaCl:eriftical of the m!lnners and cuftoms of the times t· The afro-
dates are there faid to be all of them gentlemen of Cambridgefhire ; and they 
fwear before the holy reliques to obferve their confederacy, and to be faithful to 
each other: They promife to bury any of the affociates who dies, in whatever 
place he had appointed ; to contribute to his funeral charges, and to attend at his 

. in~erment ; and whoever is wanting to this !aft duty, binds himfelf to pay a mea
fure of honey. When any of the affociates is in danger, and calls for the affiftance 
of his fellows, they promire, befides flying to his fu~cour, to give information to 
the fheriff; and if he be negligent in protecting the perfon expofed to hazard, 
they engage to levy a fine of one pound upon him: If the prefident of the foci'ety 
himfelf be wanting in this particular, he binds himfelf to pay one pound; t.mlefs 
he has the reafonable excufe of ficknefs, or of duty to his fuperior. When any 
of the affociates is murdered, they are to exact eight pounds from the murderer ; 
and if he refuf:es to pay it, they are to profecute him for the fum at their joi~t 
ex pence. If any of the afrociates, who happens to be poor, kills a man, the 
fociety are to contr.ibute by a certain proportion to pay his fine: _A mark a
piece, if the fine be 700 1hillings ; lefs, if the perfon killed be a clown or ceorle ; 

• Brady's Treatife of Bor.ooghs, 3• 4• 5• &c. The cafe was the fame with the freemen in the 
-~tountry. See pref. to his hift. p. 8, 9• 10, &c. · 

t LL. Edw. Conf. § 8. apud Ingulf. :1: -Dilfert. Epift. p. zi. 
u 2 th.e 
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the half of that fum, again, if he be a Wel1l1man. Bl}t where any of the affociates 
kills a man wilfully and withom provocation, he muft himfelf pay the fine. If 
any of the affociates kills a fellow, in a like criminal manner, befides paying the 
ufual fine to the relations of the deceafed, he muft pay eight pounds to the fo
ciety, or renounce the benefit of it: In which cafe they bind themfelves, under 
the penalty of one pound, never to eat or drink with him,. except in the prefence 
of the King, bi!bop, or alderman. There are other regulations. to protect them
felves and their fervants from all injuries, to revenge fuch as are committed, and 
to prevent their giving abufive language to each other, and the fine, which they, 
engage to pay. for that offence, is a meafure of honey. 

IT is not to be doubted, but a confederacy of th.is kind muft have been a· great 
fource of friend !hip and attachment, when men Ji,ved in perpetual danger from ene
mies, robbers, and oppreffors, and received protection chiefly from their perfonal 
valor, and from the affiftance of their friends or patrons. As animofities were then 
more violent, connexions were alfo more intimate, whether voluntary or derived 
from blood : The moft remote degree of propinquity was regarded : An inde
lible memory of benefits was preferved : Severe vengeance was taken of injuries, 
both from a point of honour, and as the beft means of future fecurity: And the 
civil union being weak, many private confederacies were entered into to fupply 
its place, and to procure men that fafety, which the laws and their own innocence 
were not alone able to infure them. 

ON the whole, notwithftanding the feeming liberty or rather licentioufnefs of the 
Anglo-Saxons, the great body of the people, in thefe ages, really enjoyed much lefs 
true liberty, than where the execution of the laws is the moft fevere, and where 
fubjetl:s are reduced to the ftritl:eft fubordination and dependance on the civil 
magifhate. The reafon is derived from the excefs itfelf of that _liberty. Men 
mufi: guard themfelves at any price againfi: infults and- injuries; and where they 
receive not proteEI:ion from the laws and magiftrate, they will feek it by fubmif
.fion to fuperiors, and by herding in fome inferior confederacy, which acts under 
the direction of a powerful chieftain. And thus all anarchy is the immediate 
caufe of tyranny, if not over the ftate, at leaft over many of the individuals. 

THE German Saxons, as the other nations of that continent, were divided' into 
three ranks of men, the noble, the free, and the {laves t. This diftinttion they 
brought over with them into Britain. 

THE nobles were called thanes; and were of two kinds, the King's thanes and 
leiTer thanes. The latter feem to have been dependant on the former; and· to 

t Nithar.d. hill. lib. 4• 
6 haV'e 
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have received lands, for which they paid rent,. fervices, or attendance in peace Appendix r. 
a-nd wart. We know of no other title, which railed any one to the rank of 
thane, except noble birth and the poffeffion of land. The former was always 
much regarded by all the German nations even in their moft barbarous ftate ; and 
as the Sa;,wn nobility had few expenfive pleafures to difiipate their fortune, and 
the commons little trade or induftry by which they could accumulate riches, 
thefe two ranks of men, even· tho' they were not feparated by pofitive laws, might 
remain long diftintl:, and the noble families continue many ages in opulence and 
fplendor. There were no middle rank of men, who could mix gradually with· 
their fuperiors, and proc1:1re to themfel ves infenfibly honour and difi:inCl:ion. - If 
by any extraordinary accident, a mean perfon acgu-ired riches, a circum !.lance fo 
fingular made him be known and remarked; he became the object of envy, as well 
as indignation, to all the nobles ; he would have great difficulty to defend what he 
had acquired; and he would find it impoffible to proteCt himfelf from oppreffion, 
except by courting the patronage- of fome great chieftain, and paying a large price 
for his fafety. 

THERE are two ftatutes among the Saxon laws, wnich feem calculated to con
feund thefe different ranks of men; that of Athelfian, by which a merchant, 
who haq made three long fea-voyages on his own account, was intitled to the 
quality of thane t; and that of the fame prince, by which a ceorle or hufbandman~ 
who had been able to purchafe five hydes of land, and had a chapel, a kitchen, 
a hall and bell, was railed to the fa._me diftincUon :f:. . But the opportunities we~e /' 
fo few, by which a merchant or ceorle could thus exalt himfelf above his rank, 
that the law could never overcome the reigning prejudices ;.'the difl:inCl:ion be-
tween noble and bafe blood would ft'ill be indelible; and the well. born thanes would 
entertain the higheft contempt for thofe legal and faCtitious ones. Tho' we are not · 
informed of any of theofe circumftances by antient hiftorians, they are fo much· 
founded on the nature of things, that we·may admit them as a neceffary and in-
fallible co~fequence of the Gtuation of the Idngdom during thofe ages. 

THE cities appear by Domefclay-book to have been at the congueft little better 
than villages II· York itfelf, tho' it was always ~he fecond, at leaft the third.§. 

* Spelm. Feuds and Tenures, p. 40. t Wilkins, p. 7 J. 

:t Selden Titles of Honour, p. 5'5· Wilkins, p. 70. 
H Winchell:er, being the capital of the Well-Saxon monarchr, was antiendy a confiderable city. 

Gul. Pia. p. zxo. 
§ Norwich contained 738 houfes, Exeter, 315, Ipfwich, 538, Nortkampton, 6o, Hertford, 146r 

Canterbury, z6z, Bath, 64, Southampton, 84, Warwick, I 1-3. See Brady of Boroughs, p; 3, 4•-5> 
6, &c. Thefe are the moft confiderable he mentions. The account of them is extratled from 

Domt:fday-book. 
city, 
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App:ndi.{ I. city in England, and was the opital of a great province, which never was 
thoroughly united with the rdt, contained then but 1418 families*· Malmef
bury tells us t, that the great difbnction between the Anglo-Saxon nobility and 
the French or Norman, was that th5! latter built magnificent and fiately caftles ; 
where as the former con fumed their immenfe fortunes on riot and hofpitality in
mean houfes. We may thence infer, that the arts in general were much lefs ad
vanced-in England than in France; a greater number of idle fervants and retainers 
lived about the great families ; and as thefe, even in France, were powerful enough 
to difturb the execution of the laws, we may judge of the authority, acquired by 
the ariilocracy in England. When earl Godwin befieged the Confelfor in Lon
don, he fummoned together from all parts his hufcarles, or houfe-ceorles and re
t<liners, and obliged his fovereign to accept of the conditions, which he was pleafed 
to impote upon him. 

TaE lower rank of freemen were denominated ceorles among the Anglo. 
Saxons; and where they were induftrious, they were chiefly employed in huf
bandry: Whence a ceorle, and a hufbandman, became in a manner fynonimous 
terms. They cultivated the farms ()f the nobility or thanes, for which they paid 
rent;. and they feem to have been removeable at pleafure. For there is little men
tion of leafes among the Anglo Saxons: The pride of the nobility, together with 
the general ignorance of writing, muft have rendered thefe contraCi:s very rar,e, 
and,.muft have kept the hufbandmen in a very dependant condition. The rents 
-of farms were then chiefly paid in kind :j:. 

BuT the moft numerous rank by far in the community feems to have been the 
flaves or vHlaios, who were the property of their lords, and were confequently 
incapable, themf~lves, of all property. Dr. Brady affures us, from a furvey 
of Domefday-book u, that, in all the counties of England; the far greater part 
of the land was occupied by them, and that the hufbandmen, and frill more the 
foemen, who were tenants, that could not be removed at pleafUre, were very 
few in comparifon. This was not the cafe with the German nations, as far as 
we can collect from the account given us by Tacitus. The perpetual wars in the 

* Brady's treatife of boroughs, p. 1 o, There were fix wards, befides the archbifhop's palace ; and 
five of thefe wards contained the number of families here mentioned, which at the rate of five perfon 
to a family makes about 7000 fouls. The fixth ward was laid wafte. 

t P. Ioz. See alfo deGeft. Angl. p. 333· 
:1: LL. Iare. § 70. Thefe laws fixed the rents for a hide; but it is difficult to convert_ it into mo

dern meafures. 

_i General preface to his hill. p. 7• 8, 9• &c. 

5 heptarchy, 
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heptarchy, and the depredat,ions of the Danes, feem to have been the caufe of this Appendix!. 

great alteration with the Anglo-Saxons. The prifoners taken in battle, or car-
ried off irr the frequent inroads,. were reduced to £lavery; and became, by right 
of war *, entirely at the difpofal of their lords. Great property in the nobles, 
efpecially if joined to an irregular adminiftration of juftice, naturally favours the 
power of the ariftocracy ; but ftill m0re fo, if the praCtice of £lavery be admitted, 
and has become very common. The nobility not only poifefs the influence which 
always attend riches, but alfo the power which the laws give them over their 
flaves and villains. It becomes then difficult, and almoft impoffible, for a pri· 
vate man to remain altogether free and independant. 

THERE were two kind of £laves among the Anglo-Saxons; houfehold flaves~r 
after the manner of the antients, and prredial or ruftic, after the manner of the 
Germans t. Thefe latter refembled the ferfs, which are at prefent met with in 
Poland, Denm-ark, and forrie places in Germany. The power of a mafter over his
flaves was not unlimited among the Anglo-Saxons, as it was among their ancef
tors. If a man beat out his flave's eye or teeth, the Dave recovered his liberty :f:: 
If he killed him, he paid a fine to the King; provided the nave died within a . 
day after the wound or blow : Otherwife it paffed unpunifhed II· The fi:lling. 
themfelves or children into flavery was always tbe praCtice with the German na
tions§, and was continued by the Anglo-Saxons .f-. 

THE great lords and abbots among the Anglo- Saxons poffe.!fed a criminal ju
rifdiCl:ion within their territories, and could punilh without appeal any thieves or 
robbers whom they caught there *. This inftitution muft have had a very con
trary effetl: to that intended, and muft have procured robbers a fure protection in 
the lands of fuch no~lemen as did not fin~erely mean to difcourage thefe irregu
larities. 

BuT ~ho' th~ general fi:ratn of_ the Anglo-Saxon ~over.nment fe~tns to have be- Courts ofju~ 
come anftocraucal, there were ft1ll confiderable remams of the ant1ent democracy, fiice. 

which were not indeed fufficient to protect the loweft of the people, without the 
patronage of fome great lord, but might give fecurity, and even fume degree of 
rlignity, to the gentry or inferior nobility. The adminifiration of juftice, in par-
ticular, by the courts of the Decenn.~ry, the Hundred, and the County, were 
well calc:ulated to defend general liberty, and to rdlrain the exorbitant power of 
the nobles. In the county-courts of :fhiremotes, _all the freeholders were affem~ 

"' LL. Edg. § '4· apud Spellm. Cone \'Ol. 1. p. 47 I. ·r SFellm. Glo!T. in verb. Servus, 
:t: LL . .JElf. § zo. II LL. lElf. § 17. § Tacit. de mar. Germ. 
+ LL. Inx, § rr. LL. JElf § 12. ~Higden, lib. 1. cap. 50. LL.E-dw. Con£,.§z.6. 

Spell. Cone. vol. 1. p. 415. GJofi: in verb. R1ligernot & Infangenthefe~ 
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bled twice a7year, and received appeals from the other inferior courts. They 
there decided all caufes, ecclefiafi:ical as well as civil ; and the bilhop, together 
with the alderman or earl, prelided over them*. The affair was determined in 
a fummary manner, without much pleading, formality, or delay, by a majority 
of voices ; and the bifhop and alderman had no further authority than to keep or
der among the freeholders, and interpofe with their opinion t. Where juftice 
was denied during three feffions by the hundred, and then by the c;.:ounty·courr, 
there lay an appeal to the King's court :j: ; but this was not pratl:ifed on flight 
occalions. The alderman had a third of the fines levied in thefe courts U ; and 
as moft of the punifhments were then pecuniary, this perquHite formed a confiper
able part of the profits belonging to his office. The two thirds alfo, which went 
to the King, made no contemptible fhare of the public revenue. Any freeholder 
was fined who abfented himfelf thrice from thefe courts §. 

As the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds and writings very rare, the 
County or Hundred court was the place where the moft remarkable civil tranfac
tions were finilhed, in order to preferve a memorial of them, and prevent all fu
ture difputes. Here teftaments were promulgated, ilaves manumitted, bargains 
of fale concluded ; and fometimes, for greater fecuriry, the moft confiderable of 
thefe deeds were inferted in the blank leaves of the parifh_bible, which thus became 
a kind of regifter, too facred to be falfified. It was not unufual to add to the 
deed an imprecation on all fuch as fhould be guilty of that crime -J-·. 

AMONG a people, who lived in fo fimple a manner as the Anglo·Saxons~ the 
judicial power is always of greater importance than the Iegifiative. There were 
few or no taxes impofed by the ftates :' There were few ftatutes enacted; and the 
nation was lefs governed by laws, than by cufi:oms, which admitted a great la
titude of interpretation. Tho' it lhould, therefore, ~e allowed, that the Wit
tenagemot was altogether compofed of the principal nobility, the county-courts, 
where all the freeholders were admitted, and which regulated qll the daily occur
rences of life, formed a very wide bafis for the government, and were no con
temptible check on the ariftocracy. But there is another power ftill more im
portant than either the judicial or legifiative; that is the power of injuring or 
ferving by immediate force and violence, for which it is difficu1t to obtain redrefs 
in courts of juftice. In all extenfive governments, where the execution of the 
laws is feeble, this power naturally falls into the hands of the principal nobility ; 

• LL. Edg. § 5· Wilkins, p. 78. LL. Canut, § li· W[Jkin•, p. 136. 
t Hickes Differt. Epift. p. z, 3, 4• 5, 6, 7, 8. t LL. Edg. § z. Will~ins, p. 77· LL. 

Canut. § r8. apud Wilkins, p. 136. 11 LL. Edw.Conf. § 31, § LL.lEthelft. § zc. 
+ Hickes Diifert, Epitl, 

and 
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~nd the degree Ofit which prevails, cannot be defermined fo much by the public Appendix I. 
fiatutes, as by fmall {hokes of bifiory, by particular cufioms, and fornetimes by 
the reafon and nature of things. The highlands of Scotland have been long en~ 
titled by law to every privilege of Britifi1 fubjetl:s; but it was not till very lately 
that the common people could in fact enjoy thefe priv-ileges. 

THE powers of all the members of the Anglo-Saxon government are difputed 
among hifiorians and antiquarians ; and the extreme obrcurity of the fubjeB:, even 
tho' faB:ion had never entered into the queftion, would naturally have begot thofe 
controverfies. But the great influence of the lords over their fiaves and tenants, 
the clientfhip of the burghers, the total want of a m·iddlingrank of men, the total 
want alfo of lawyers who did not then form a feparate pwfeffion, the extent of 
the monarchy, the loofe execution of the laws, the continued diforders and con· 
vulfions of the ftate ; all thefe circumfl:ances evince/ that the· Anglo-SdXJn go
vernment became at laft extremely arifiocratical ; and the events, during chc pe
riod immediately preceding the conqueft, confirm this inference or conjetl:ure. 

BoTH the punifhments infliB:ed on crimes by the Anglo-Saxon courts of J. udi- c . . , r ...., nnun:t· .<>w. 
cature, and the methods of proof employed in all caufes, appear fomewhat fin-
_gular, and are very different from thofe which prevail at prefent among all civi
'Jized nations. 

WE muft conceive, that the antient Germans were very little removed from 
the original ftate of nature : The facial confederacy among them was more mar
tial than civil: They had chie-fly in view the means of attack or defence againft 
·public enemies, not thofe of protetl:ion againft their fellow-citizens: Their pof
_feffions were fo flender and fo equal, that they were not expofed to great danger ; 
~and th'e natural bravery of the people made every man truft to hirnfe1f and to his 
·,par-ticular friends for his defence or vengeance. This defect in the political union 
drew much dofer the knot of particular confederacies : An infult upon any man 
was regarded by all his relations and affociates as a common injury : They were 
bound, by honour as well as by a fenfe of general intcre~, to revenge his death, 
·or any violence which he had fuffered: They retaliated on the aggreffor by like 
violences ; and if he was protetl:ed, as was natural and ufual, by his own clan, 
·the quarrel was fpread Jlill wider, and bred endlefs diforders in the nation. · 

THE Frifians, a tribe of the Germans, had neve-r advanced beyond this wild 
and imperfeB: ftate of fociety; and the right ·of private revenge fiill remained 

--among them unlimited and uncontrouled *. But the other German. nations, in 
·the age of Tacitus, had made one ftep farther towards completing the political or 

* LL. Frif. tit. 2. apud Lindenbrog. p. 491. 
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Appendix I. civil union.... Tho' it ftill continued to be an indifpenfible point of honour for. 
every dan to revenge the death or injury of their fellow, the magiftrate had ac.,. 
quired a right of interpofing in the quarrel, and of accommodating the difference. 
He obliged the perf on maimed or injured, and the relations .of one killed, to ac.,. 
cept of a prefent from the aggre£for and his relations *, as a compen[ation for 
the injury t,. and to drop all farther profecution of revenge. That the accom
modation of one quarrei might not be the fource of more, this prefent was fixed 
and certain, according to the rank of the perfon killed or injured, and was com•. 
monly paid in cattle, the chief property of thofe rude and uncultivated nations,. 
A prefent of this kind gratified the revenge of the injured clan by ~he lofs whicll 
the aggrdfor fuffered: It fatisfied their pride by the fubmiffion which it exprcf:. 
fed: It diminifhed their regret for the lofs or injury of a kinfman by their acquifi:. 
tion of new property : And thus general p_eace was for a moment reftored to 
the fociety :j:. 

BuT when the German nations .had been fettled fo-me time in the provinces of
d1e Roman emp~re, they made frill a new ftep towards a more cultivated life, 
and their criminal juftice gradually improved and refined itfelf. The rnagiftrate, 
whofe office it was to guard public peace .and to fupprels .private animofities, con
ceived himfelf to be injurtd by every injury done to any of his people; and be
fide.s the comp~nfation to the perfon _wh·o fuffered, or. to his clan, he thought 
himfelf entitled to exact a fine, called the Fridwit, as an atonement for· the · 
breach of peace, and as a reward for the pains which he had taken in accommo .. -
dating the quarrel. When this idea, which is fo natural( was once fuggefted, 
it was readily received both by magift1'ate and people. The numerous fines 
which were levied, augmented the profits of the King: And the people were fen
fible, ,that_he would be. more vigilant in interpofing with his good offices, when 
he reaped fuch immediate advantage by them; and that injuries would be lefs . 
frequenc, when,_ be fides compenf~tion to the perfon injqred, they were expo fed · 
to this additional penalty jj. 

Tmdh rt abfhaCl: contains the hii1:ory of the criminal jurilprude'nce of'thc · 
northern nations for feveral centuries. The flate of England in this particular, 
during the period of the Anglo-Saxons, may_ be judged of by the colldtion of. 

* LL. h:thelb. § 23. LL. JElf. § 27. t Called by the Saxons ma>gbota •. 
t Tacit. de m01:. Germ. The author fays, that the price of the compofition was £xed; which 

muLl have been by the Jaws and the interpcfition of the magiftrate •. 
11 Befides paying money to the relations of the deceafed and to the King, the murderer. was alfo 

obliged to pay the mafler of a !lave or vafial a fum as a compenfation for his lofs. This W'<~S called the 
m_:ml:o~e. See Spell. GloiT. in verb. FreJam~ Jl.1a;1b2t. 
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. ·ant-ient'laws, publifhed by Lambard and Wilkins. The chief purport of thefe Appendix L 

laws is not to prevent or fupprefs entirely private quarrels, which the legifiators 
knew to be impoffible, but only- to regulate and moderate them. The laws of 
Alfred enjoin, that if any one knows, that his enemy or aggrdfor, after doing 
him an injury, refolv.es to keep within his own houfe m:d his own lands*, he 
fhall not fight him, till he require compenfation for the injury If he be fir~mg 
enough to befiege him in his houfe, he may do it for feven days without attack-
ing him; and if the aggreifor is willing, during that time, to furrender himfelf 
and his arms, his adverfary may detain him thirty days, but is afterwards obliged 
to reftore him fafe to his kindred, and be contented with the compenjation If the 
criminal fly to the temple, that fanB:uary mull: not be violated. Where the af-
failafit has not force fufficient to befiege the criminal in .his houfe, he mull: apply to 
the alderman for affiftance; and if the alderman refufes aid, the affailant mufi have 
recourfe to the King: And he is not allowed to affault the houfe, till .after a re-
fufal of affiftance from this fupreme magifrrate. If any one meets with his enemy, 
and is ignorant that he was refolved to keep within his own lands, he muft, before 
he attacks him, require him to furrender himfelf a prifoner, and deliver up his 
arms; in which cafe he may detain him thirty days : But if he refufes to deliver 
up his arms, it is then lawful to fight him. A ilave may fight in his mailer's 
quarrel: A father may fight in his fon's with any one, except with his mailer t,. 

IT was enaCted by King Ina, that no man !hould take revenge of an injury till 
he had firft demanded compenfation, and had been refufed it :1:· 

KING Edmond, in the preamble to his laws, mentions the general dilfatisfoc
·tion, occafioned by the multiplicity of private feuds and battles ; and he efta
bli!hes feveral expedients to remedy this grievance. He ordains, that if .any or.Je 
murders another, he may, with the affiftance of his kindred, pay within a twelve
month the fine of his crime; and if they abandon him, he fhall alone fuftain the 
deadly feud or quarrel with the kindred of the murdered perfon : His own kin
dred are free from the feud, but on condition that they neither converfe with the 
criminal, nor fupply him with meat or other neu.f!aries: If any of them, after re
nouncing'him, receive him into their houfe, or give him affzflance, they are fin.able 
to the King, and are involved in the feud. If the kindred of the murdered per. 
fan take revenge of any but the criminal himfelf, after he z's abandoned by his kin
dred, all their property is forfeited, and they are declared to be enemies to the 
.King and all his friends ]], It is alfo ordained, that the fine for q1urder fhall 

• 
* The addition of thefe Jail: words in Italics appears neceiTary from \\-hat follows in the fame law . 
. t LL. JE!fr. § z8~ Wilkins, p. 43· t LL. Inoe, §g. II LL. Edm. § !, Wilkins, p. 73. 
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Appendix 1. never be remitted by the King*; and that no criminal {hall be killed who flies 
to the church, or any of the King's towns t ; and the King himfelf declares" • 
that his houfe fhall give no proteCtion to murderers, till they have fatisfied the 
church by their penance, and the kindred of the decea"red by making compenfa .. 
tion t· There follows the meth~d appointed for tranfaCI:ing this compofition IJ. 

THESE attempts of Edmond to contratl: and diminilh the feuds, were contrary 
to the antient fpirit of the northern barbarians, and were an advance towards a 
more regular adminiftration of juftice. By the Salic law, any man might, by a 
public declaration, exempt himfelf from his family-quarrels: But then he was. 
confidered by the law as no longer belonging to the family; and he was deprived 
of all right of fucceffion, as a punifhment of his cowardice §. 

1 

TPIE price of the King's head, or his weregild, as it was then called, was by 
Jaw 3o,ooo thrimfas, a fpecies of coin whofe value is uncertain. The price of 
the prince's head was I 5)000 thrimfas ; that of a bifhop's or alderman's 8ooo; 
a fheriff's 40co; a thane's or clergyman's 2.000; a ceorle's 266. Thtfe prices were 
fixed by the Jaws of the Angles. By the Mercian law, the price of a ceorle's head 
was 2.00 fhillings; that of a thanets fix: times as much; that of a King's fix times 
more .f.. By the laws of Kent, the price of the archbilliop~s head was higher than
that of the King's *· Such refpeCI: was then paid to the ecclefiaftics! It muft: 
be underftood, that where a perfon was unable to pay the fine, he was put out of 
the proteCtion of law, and the kindred of the deceafed had liberty to punifh him 
as they thought proper. 

S~ME antiquarians t have thought, that thefe compenfations were only given 
for man-Gaughter, not for wilful murder: But no fuch diftinB:ion appears in the 
laws ; and it is contradicted by the practice of all the other barbarous nations t, 
by that of the antient Germans IJ, and by that curious monument above men
tioned of Saxon antiquity, preferved by Hickes. There is indeed a law of Al
fred's, making wilful murder capital§; but this feems only to have 'been an at
tempt of that great legiilator for eftabli!hing a better police in the kingdom, and 
to have remained without execution. By the laws of the fame prince, a confpi
racy again!1: the life of the King might be redeemed by a fine +• 

'II< LL. Edm. § 3• t LL. Edm. § 2. ,. t LL. Edm. § 4-· II LL. Edm. § 7· 
§ Tit. 63. + Wilkins, p. 7'• 72. * LL. Elthredi, apud Wilkins, p. 1 1o. 
t Tyrrel IntroduEt. vol. i. p. 126, Carte, vol. i. P• 366. t Lindenbrogiu:, paffim. 
II Tac. de mor. Germ. 
§ LL. h:lf. § 12. Wilkins, p. 29. It is probable, that by wilful murder Alfred means a treach. 

e:-olls rr;urder, committed by one who has no declared feud with another. 
+ LL. l.Elf. § 4· Wilkiw, p. 3)· 

THE 
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THE price of all kinds of wotlnds was likewife fixed by the Saxon laws: A A;rendix r. 
wound of an inch long under the hair was paid with one !hilling: One of a like 
fize on the face, two (billings: Thirty ihillings for the lofs of an ear; and fa 
forth *. Ti)·ere feems not to have been any difference made, according to the 
dignity of the perfon. By Ethelbert's laws, any one who committed adultery 
with his neighbour's wife was obliged to pay him .a fine, and buy him another 
wife t. · 

THESE inftitutions are not peculiar to the antient Germans. They feem to be 
the neceiTary progrefs of criminal jurifprudence among every free people, where 
the will of the fovereign is not implicitly obeyed, We find them among the an
tient Greeks during the time of the Trojan war. Compofitions for murder are 
mentioned in Ndl:or's fpeech to Achilles in the ninth Iliad, and are called a7l"olvcu. 

The IrHh, who never had any connexions with the German nations, adopted the 
fame practice till very lately; and the price of a man's head was calleJ among 

them his eric; as we learn from Sir John Davis. The fame cuftom feems alfo 
to have prevailed among the Jews t. 

THEFT and robbery were very frequent among the Anglo-Saxons. To impofe 
fome che<:k upon thefe crimes, it was ordained that no man fhould fell or buy 
any thing above twenty pence value, except in open market 11 ; and every bar
gain of fale rnufl: be executed before witneffes §. Gangs of robbers much dif. 
turbed the peace of the country; and the law determined, that a tribe of banditri, 
conGfting of between feven and thirty-five perfons, was to be called a turma, or 
troop: Any greater company was denominated an army +· The punilhments 
for this crime were various, but none of them capital*· If any man could track 
his ftolen cattle into another's ground, the latter was obliged to fhow the tracks 
out of it, or pay their value t. 

TREASON :rnd rebe1lion, to whatever excefs they were carried, were not then 
capital, but might be redeemed by a fum of money t. The Iegifiators, know
ing it impoffible to prevent all diforders, only impofed a higher fine on breaches 
of the peace committed in the King's court, or before an alderman or biihop. 
An ale-houfe too feems to have been confidered as a privileged place; and any 
quarrels that arofe there were more feverely punifued than elfewhere IJ. 

/ 

* LL. JE!fr. § 40. See alfo LL. Ethelb. §•34• &c. t LL. Ethelb, § 32. 
:j: Exod. cap. 21. 29, 30. II LL. .lEthel. § 12. 

§ LL . .lEthelfl:, § 10, 12. LL. Egd; apud Wilkins, p. So. LL. Ethe!redi, § 4· apud Wilkiw 
p. 103. Hloth. & Eadm. § 16. LL. Canut. § zz. + LL. Inre, § tz. 

* LL. Inre, § 37· t LL. 1Ethelft. § 2. Wilkins, p. 63. 
:j: LL. Ethelredi, apud Wilkins, p. 110, LL • .lElf. § 4· Wilkins, p. 3S'· 
H LL. Hloth & Eadr. § tz, 13. LL, Ethelr. apud Wilkins, p 117. 
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Appendix I. 'IF the puniihments of crimes among the Anglo-Saxons appear fingular, the 
Rules of ·proofs were no ltfs fo ; and were alfo the natural refult of the fituation of thefe 
pwof. ·people. Whatever we may imagine concerning the ufual truth and fincerity of 

-men, who live in a rude and barbarous ftate, there is much more falfehood, and 
even perjury, among them than among civilized nations; and virtue, which is 
nothing but a more enlarged and more cultivated reafon, never tlouriChes to an..r 
degree, nor is founded on fteady principles of honour, except where a good edu:
cation becomes genera·! ; and men are taught the pernicious co.nfequences of vice, 
-treachery, and immorality. r Even fuperftition, tho' more prevalent ·among ig
norant nations, is but a poor fupply for the defeCts of knowlege and education; 
and our European anceftors, who employed every moment the expedient of 
f wearing on extraordinary croffes and reliques, were lefs honourable in all en
gagements than their pofterity, _who from experience have omitted thofe ineffec
tual fecurities. This general pronenefs to perjury was much increafed by the 
ufual want of difcernment in judges, who could not difcufs an intricate evidence, 
and were obliged to number, not weigh, the teftimony of the witneffes *. Hence 
the ridiculous practice of obliging men to bring compurgators, who as they did 
not pretend to know any thing of the faa, exprelfed upon oath that they believed 
the perfon fpoke true ; and thefe compurgators were in fome cafes multiplied to 
the number of three hundred t. The praCtice alfo of fingle combat was em
ployed by moll: nations on the continent as a remedy againft falfe -evidence :f:; 
and tho' it was frequently dropt, from the oppofition of the clergy, it was conti
nually revived, from the experience of the falfehood attending the ·teftimony of 
witneffes IJ. It became at laft a fpecies of jurifprudence; and the cafes were de
termined by law, in which the par.ty might challenge his adverfary, or the wit· 
neifes, or the judge himfelf § : And tho' thefe cuftoms were abfurd, they were 
rather an improvement on the methods of trial, ·which had formerly been prac
tifed among thefe barbarous nations, and which ftill prevailed among the Anglo-

·saxons. · 

WHEN any controverfy about a faCt became too intricate for thefe ignorant 
judges to unravel, they had recourfe to what they called the judgment of God, 
that i~,. to fortune,; and their methods for confulting this oracle were various. 

* Sometimes the laws fixed eafy general rules for the weighing the credibility of witnelTes. A man 
whofe life was efiimated at 1 zo 'fbillingl.counterbalanced fix ceorles, each of whofe lives was only va

, lued at zo fhillings, and his Dath was eil:eemed equivalent ~o that of all the fix. See Wilkins, p. 7 z. 
t Pra::f. Nicol ad Wilkins, p. 11. :1: LL. Burgund. cap. 45· LL. 'Lomb. lib. z. 

·tit. 55· cap. H· II LL. Longob. lib. z. tit. 55· cap. 23. apud Lindenb. p. 66r. 
§ S::e Ddfontair:es and Beaumanoir. 

Dne 
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'®ne of, them was the decifion by the crofs; and it was pracrifed in this manner. Appendix(., 

When a perfon was accufed of any crime, He firfl: cleared himfelf by oath, at-
tended by eleven compurgators: He next took two pieces of wood,. one of which.. 
was marked with the fign of th.e crofs ;- and wrapping bot_h up in wool-, he placed .. 
rhem on the altar, or on fome celebrated relique. After folemn prayers for· 
the fuccefs of the experiment, a prieft, or in his ftead fome unexperienced you··h, 
took up one of the pieces of wood, and if he happened upon that marked with· 
the figure of the crofs, the perfon was pronounced innocent ; if· otherwife,: 
guilty *. This practice, as it a.rofe from fuperftiti0n,- was abolifi1ed by it in, 
France. The Emperor, Lewis the Debonnaire, prohibited that method of trial.-
not becauf~- it was uncertain, but left that facred figure, fays he, of the crofs·. 
lhould ·be proftituted in common difputes and concroverfies "]-; 

THE ordeal was another efl:ablifued method of trial among the Anglo-Saxons.
It was praCl:ifed either by hoilfng water or red-hot iron. The water or iron was 

confecrated;- by many prayers, rna-ffes,. faftings, and exorcifms t; after whichi 
the perfon accufed either took up a ftone funk into the w.ater 11 to a certain depth~ 
or carried the iron a cercain diftance; and his han:i b::ing wrapped up, and the co
vering fealed for three days, if there appeared on examining it no marks of burn
ing, he was pronounced innocent; if otherwife, guilty §. The trial by cold 
water was different: The perfon was thrown inca confecrated water; ifhe fwam, 
he was gui.lty; if he funk, irmocent -J-.. It is difficult for· us to conceive, how 
any -innocent perfon could ever efcape by the one- trial,. or any criminal be con .. 
vitl:ed by the other. But there was another ufage a lm1rably calculated for allow. 
rng every criminal to efcape, who had confidence enough to try ir. A confe
crated cake, called a .corfned~. \\<'as produced; whi-ch if the perfon could fwallow 
and digeft, he was pronounced innocent *. 

_ THE feudal law, if it had place at all among the Anglo-Saxons, which is Militar)l'/ 

clou--btful; certainly was not extended over all the landed propeny, and was not at-force. 
tended with thofe confequences of homage, reliefs t, wardfhip, marriage, and 
o-ther bur.thens, which were infeparable from it in the kmgdoms of the conti,.. 

* LL Frifon. tit. 14. apud Lindcnbrogium, p. 496. t Du CJnge in verb. Crux. 
:t: Spellm in verb. Ordeal. Parker, p. 155· Lindenbrcg. p 1 Z9}• U LL.Jna:, § 77, 
§ Sometimes the per(on accufed walked barefcct ever rec-bo; ;ron. 
+ Spellm. in verb. Ordealium . 
• Spellm. in verb. Corfned. Pa. ker, P· I i6. Text. RnlT:o~f. p. 33· 
t ·On the death of an alderman, a greater or lefftr th ;nc, thc"l e W'L· a payment made to the Kir.g 

of his beft arms; and this \"a> ~alleo his herim: Butt ,i, \.v.::s 1.10' -Jt the na,ure of a relief, . See 
Bp~!Jm. of tenures, p. 32· Th~ value of this herivt wa .. !-ixd b 1 :: ;er1.1te.', la.ws, § 6g. 
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Ap_'e dix I. nent. As the Saxons expelled or deftroyed entirely the antient Britains, they 
planted themfelves in this iiland on the fame footing with their anceftors in Ger
many, and found no occafion for the feudal inftitutions *, which were calculated 
to maintain a kind of fl:anding army, always in readinefs to fuFprefs any infur
reclion of the conquered people. The trouble and expence of defending the 
fiate in England lay equally upon all the lang ; and it was ufual for every five 
hyces to equip a man for the fervice. The trinoda necejjitas, as it was called, or 
the burthen of expeditions, of repairing high-ways, and of building and [up
porting bridges, was infeparable from landed propertq, even tho' it belonged to 

the church or monafteries, unlefs exempted by a particular charter t. The 
ceorles or hufbandmen were provided with arms, and were obliged to take their 
turn in military duty :j:. There were computed to be 24_1,6oo hydes in Eng
land 11 ; and confequently the ordinary military force of the kingdom confilled of 
48,720 men; tho"', no doubt, on extraordinary occafions, a greater power might 
be affembled. The King and noqility feem to have had fome military tenants, 
who were called Sith-cunmen §. And there were probably fome lands _annexed 
to the office of alderman, and to fome other offices ; but thefe feem not to have 
been of a great extent, and were po!feffed only during pleafure, as in the com
mencement of the feudal law in other countries of Europe. 

Public me.; THE revenue of the King feems to have confifted chiefly in his demefnes, which 
J'lue. were large ; and in the tolls and impofl:s which he probably levied at difcretion 

on the boroughs and fea-ports, that lay within his demefnes. He could not 
.alienate any part of his land, even to religious ufes, without the ·Confent of the 
ftates 4-- · Danegelt was a land-tax of a !hilling a hyde, impofed by the ftates *, 
either for payment of the fums exaCted by the Danes, or for putting the kingdom 
in a pofrure of defence againfl: thefe invaders t. 

Valu! of rr.o- THE Saxon pound, as likewife thofe ~oined for fome centuries after the c·on
IJey. qudt, were three times the weight of our prefent money: There were forty· eight 

ibillings in their pound, and five pence in a !hilling t; and confequently a 
Saxon rnilling was a fifth larger than ours, and a Saxon-penny three times as 
large [!. A~ to the value of money in thofe times, compared to the nece:ffaries of 

~~< BraEion de Acqu. rer. comin. lib. 2. cap. 16. See more fully Speilman of feuds and tenures, 
and Cragius de jllre f, ud. lib. 1. dieg. i· 

t Spe lm. Cone vol, 1. p. 256. t Inx §51. 
lJ Spel'm. of ft:uc!s anJ tenure', p. 17. § Spellm. Cone. voL i. p. '95• 
+ Spelim. Couc. vo 1

• i. p. 340. * Chron. Sax, p. 128, 

t LL. F.Jw. Con.§ IZ- t LL. .iElf. § 40. 
!J Fleetwood'; Chwn, PJetiolum, p. 27, z8, &c. 
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life, there are fame, tho' not very certain means of computation. A lheep by Appendix I. 
the laws of Athelftan was efl:imated at a lhilling ; that is, fifteen-pence of our 
money. The fleece was two-fifths of the value of the whole lheep *; much 
above its prefent eftimation; of which the reafoll probably was, that tlie Saxons, 
like the antients, were little acquainted with any other cloathing but that made of 
wool. Silk and cotton were quite unknown : Linen was not much ufed. An 
ox was computed at fix times the value of a fheep; a cow at four t. If we fup-
pofe, that the cattle in that age, from the defeCts of hufbandry, were not fo large 
as they are at prefent in England, we may compute that mohey was then near 
ten times of greater value. A horfe was valued at about thirty-fix !billings, of 
our money, or thirty Saxon fhillings :J:; a mare a third lefs. A man at three 
pounds IJ. The board-wages of a child the firft year was eigtrr !billings, a cow's 
pafl:ure in fummer, and an ox in winter§. William of Malmefbury mentions it 
as a high price that William Rufus gave fifteen marks for a horfe, or about thirty 
pounds of our prefent money -J-.. Between the years goo and 1000, Edno~h 
bought a hide of land for about 1 1 8 fhillings *. This was a little more than a 
fhilling an acre, which indeed appears to have been the ufual price, as we may 
learn from other accounts t. A palfrey was fold for twelve fhillings about the 
year g66 :J:. The value of an ox, in King Ethelred's time, was between feven and 
eight fhill ings; a cow about fix !billings ll· Gervas of Tilbury, fays, that in Henry 
firfl:'s time, bread during a day for a hundred men was rated at three lhillings, or 
a. fhilling of that age; for it is thought that foon after the conqueft a pound 
fterling was divided into twenty !billings: A !beep was rated at a fhilling, and fo 
of other things in proportion. In Athelfl:an's time a ram was valued at a fhilling, 
or four-pence Saxon §. The tenants of Shireburn were obliged, at their choice, to 

-pay either fix-pence or four hens -J-.. About 1232, the abbot of St. Albans, going 
on a journey,, hired feven hand lome fl:out horfes ; and agreed, if any of them died 
on the road to pay the owner 30 !billings apiece of our prefent money*. It is 
to be remarked, that in all amient times, corn, being a fpecies of manufactory, 
bore always a higher price, compared to cattle, than it does in our times t. 
The Saxon Chronicle tells us :j:, that in the reign of Edward the Confeifor there 
was the mofl: terrible famine ever known ; infomuch that a quarter of wheat rofe 
to fJ.xty-pennies, or about fifteen £billings of o.Llr prefent money. Confequently it 

'* LL. Tnre, §:6g. t Wilkins, p. 66. t Wilkins, p. 126. 
II Wi:kins, p. 126. § LL. Tnre, § 38. + P. 1zr. * HiH. Ramef. p. 415. 
t Hi H. Elienf. p. 47 3• 1 Hift. Elienf. p. 471. II Wilkins, P· 126. 
§ Wilkins, p. 56. + Munaft. Anglic. vol. ii. p. sz8. • Matth. Paris. 
t Fleetwood, p. 83. 94· 96. g8. 1 P. 157· 
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Appendix I •. W<'..S as dear as if it now cofl: feven pounds ten fhillings fterling. This much ex~· 
ceeds the great famine in the end of ~een Elizabeth; when a quarter of wheat" 
was fold for four pounds. Money in this !aft period was nearly of the fame value· 
as in our time. Thefe enormous famines are a certain proof of bad hufbandry. 

ON the whole, there are three things to be confidered, wherever a fum of mo--
ney is mentioned in ancient times. Firft, the change of denomination, by which, 

• a pound has be:;n reduced to the third part of its antient weight.in filver. Se
condly, the change in value by the greater plenty of money, which-has reduced 
the fame weight of filver to ten. times lefs value,. compared to commodities; and' 
confequently, a pound fterling to the thirtieth part of the antient value. Thirdly,. 
the fewer people and lefs induftry, which were then to be found in every European' 
kingdom. This circumftance made even the thirtieth part of the fum more dif
ficult to levy, and caufed any fum to have more than thirty times more weight 
and influence both abroad and at home, than in our times ; in the fame manner 
that a fum, an hundred thoufand pounds for- inftance, is at prefent more difficult 
to levy in a fmall ftate, fuch as Bavaria, and can operate greater effects on fuch· 
a fmall community, than on England~ This !aft difference is not eafy to be 
calculated: But allowing-, that England has now above five t"1mes more induftry~. 
and three times more people than it had at the conqueft and for fome reigns after 
it, we are, upon that fuppofition, to conceive, taking all circumftances together,. 
every fum of money mentioned by hiftorians, as if it were multiplied more than.) 
an hundred-fold abov.e a fum of the fame denomination at prefent. 

IN the Saxon rimes, hmd was· divided equally among all the male-children of
the deceafed, according to the cufl:om of Gavelkind. Entails were fometimes·, 
praCtifed in thofe times*. Lands were chiefly of two kinds, bockland, or ]and. 
held by book or charter, which were regarded as full property, and defcended 
to the heirs of the poifeffor ;. and folkland, or t_he land held by the ceorles and, 
common people, who were rerrioveable at pleafure,. and were indeed only tenants~• 
during the will of their lords. 

THE firft attempt, which we find· in England to feparate the ecclefiaftical from, 
the civil jurifdiCtion, was that Jaw of Edgar, by which all difputes among the 
clergy were ordered to be carried before the biihop t. The pennances were then~ 
very fevere; but as a man could buy them off by money, or might fubftitute.· 
others to perform them, they lay very eafy upon the rich :j:. 

* LL. JE!f. § 37· apud Wilkins, p. 43• t Wilkins, p. 83, 
t Wilkins, p. 961 97• Spell. Cone,. p. 473· 
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APPENDIX I. 

Wrrn regard to the manners of the Anglo-Saxons we can fay little, but Appendix t 
\nat they were in general a· rude, uncultivated peopl~, ignorant of letters, un- Manners. 

fkilful in the mechanical arts, untamed to fubmiffion under Jaw and government, 
addiCl:ed to intemperance~ riot, and diforder. Their beft quality was their mili-
tary courage, which yet was not fupported by difcipline or conduCl:. Their want 
()f fidelity to the prince, or to any truft repofed in them, appears ftrongly in the 
hiftory of their latter period ; and their want of humanity in all their hiftory. 
Even the Norman hiftorians, notwithftanding the low ftate of the arts in their 
<Own country, fpeak of them as barbarians, when they mention the invafion made 
-upon them by the duke of Normandy. The conqueft put the people in a fitua-
.tion of receiving fiowly from abroad the rudiments of fcience and cuLtivation, and 
of corretling their rough and licentious manners. 

CHAP. 
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""' C H A P. IV. 

W ,I L L I A M the Conqueror. 

' . ' 

Confequences of the battle of Hajlings-Submijjion of the Englifo
Settlement if the government-King's return to Normandy--Dif
contents IJj'the Eng!ijh-Their irifurreBions-Rigors if the Nor
man government-New infurretlions-New rigors if the go
vernment--IntroduBion of the feudal law--Innovation in eccle
jia/tical government--Infurretlion of the Norman barons-Dij'pute 
about invfjlitures--Revolt qf Prince Robert-Domefday-book
'The New fordf--War with France--Death-and charatler of 
l17illiam the Conqueror. 

10
66• N 0 THING could exceed the confl:ernation, which feized the Englifh, 

when they received intelligence of the unfortunate battle of Hafl:ings, the 
;~~~~q::t~f:s death of their King, the !laughter of their principal nobility, and of their braveft 
of Haftings. warriors, and the rout and difperfion of the remainder. But tho' the lofs, which 

they had fllfl:ained in that fatal aCtion, was confiderable, it might eafily have been 
repaired by a great nation; where the people were· generally armed, and where 
there refided fo many powerful noblemen in every province, who could have af
fembled their retainers, and have obliged the duke of Normandy to divide his 
army, and probably to wafte it in a multitude of faCtions and rencounters. Jt 
was thus, that the kingdom had formerly refifl:ed, for many years, its invaders, 
and had been gradually fubdued, by the continued efforts of the Romans, Saxons, 
and Danes; and equal difficulties might have been apprehended by William in 
this bold and hazardous enterprize. But there were feveral vices in the Analo-

. 0 

Saxon conftitution which rendered it difficult for the Engli!h to defend their ]i. 

berties in fo critical an emergency. The people had in a good meafure loft all 

national pride and fpirit, by their recent and long fubjeCl:ion to the Danes; and 
as Canute had, in the courfe of his adminiftration, much abated the rigors of 
conqueft, and had governed them equitably by their own laws, they regarded 
with the lefs terror the ignominy of a foreign yoke, and deemed the inconveniences 
of fubmiffion lefs formidable than thofe ot·b1oodfhed, war, and refifl:ance. Their 
attachment alfo to the antient royal family had been much weakened by their 

3 habitude 
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habitude of fubmiffion to the Danilh princes, and by their late election of. Harold, Chap. IV. 

er their acquiefcence in his ufurpation. And as they had long been accuftomed to 
regard Edgar Atheling, the only heir of the Saxon line, as unfit to govern them 
even in times of order and tranquillity; they could entertain fmall hopes of his 
being able to repair fuch great loffes as they h.1d fuftained, or to refift the viCto-
rious arms of the duke of Normandy. 

THAT they might not, however, be altogether wanting to themfelves in this 
extreme neceffity, the Englilh took fome fteps towards adjufting their disjointed 
government, and uniting themfelves againft the common enemy. The two po
tent earls, Edwin and Morcar, who had fled to London with the remains of the 
.broken army, took the lead on this occafion ; and in concert with Strigand, arch
bilhop of Canterbury, a man poffeffed of great authority, and of ample reve
nues, proclaimed Edgar King, and endeavoured to.put the people in a pofture of 
defence, and encourage them to refift the Normans*. But the terror of the late 
defeat, and the near neighbourhood of the invaders, increafed the confufion, in
feparable from great revolutions; and every refolution propofed was hafty, fluc
tuating, variable;. difconcerted by fear or faCl:ion; ill planned, and worfe exe
cuted. 

Wrr;LIA M, that his enemies might· not have leizure to recover their confter-· 
nation or unite their councils, immediately put himfelf in motion after his vic
t{)ry, and refolved to prpfecute an enterprize, which nothing but celerity and 
vigor could render finally fuccefsful. His firft attempt was againft Romney, 
whofe inhabitants he feverely punifhed on account of their cruel treatment of 
fome Norman feamen and foldiers, who had been carried thither by ftrefs of 
weather or by· a miftake in their courfe t: And forefeeing that his conqueft of 
England might ftill be attended with many difficulties and with much oppofition, 
he thought it neceffary, before he fhould advance farther into the country, to 
make himfelf mafter of Dover, which wou1d both fecure him a retreat in cafe 
of adverfe fortune, and afford him a fafe landing-place for fuch fupplies as 
might be requifite for affifting him to pufu his adv-antages. The terror, dif
fufed by his, viCtory at Haftings, was fo great, that the garrifon of Dover, tho' 
numerous and well provided of every thing, immediately capitulated ; and as 
the Normans, rulhing in to take po!feffion of the town, haftily fet fire to fome 
of the houfes, William, who was defirous to conciliate the minds of the Englifh 
by an appearance of lenity and juftice, made reparation to the inhabitants for 
their lo!fes :t·. 

• Gul. Pittav. p. 205• Order. Vitali's, p. soz. Hoveden, p; 449· Knyghton, p. 2343. 
t Gul. Pitlav •. p. 204. :t: Ibid. 
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;.chap. IV. THE Norman army, being much diftrelfed with a dyfentery, was obliged to 
cremain here for eight days; and the duke, an their· recovery, advanced witn 
,quick marches tow:ards.London, and by his approach encreafed the confufioni, 
which were already fo prevalent in the Englifh councils. The ecclefiaftics in par
ticular, wlwfe influence was great over the people, began to declare in his favour; 
and as moil: of the bifhops and dignified clergymen were even then Frenchmen or 
eN ormans, the pope's bull, by which his enterprize was avowed and confecrated, 

was now openly infHted on as a reafon for general fubmiffion. The fuperior 
learning of thefe prelates, by which, during the Confeffor's reign, they had 
raifed themfelves above the . ignorant Saxons, made their opinions be received 
with implicit faith; and a ,young prince, like Edgar, whofe perfonal qualities 
were fo mean, was but ill qualified to refill: the impreffion, which they made on 

,the minds of the people. A r.epulfe, which a body of Londoners received from 
.five hundred Norman horfe, renewed the terror of the great defeat at Haftings *; 

:the eafy fubmifiion of all the inhabitants of Kent was an additional difcol!lrage
.ment to them t; the burning of Southwark before their eyes made them dread a 
like fate of their own city ; and no man any longer entertained thoughts but of 

:immediate,fafety and of felf-prefervation. Even the -earls, Edwin and Morcar, 
·in defpair. of making effeCtual refiftance, retired northwards with their troops to 
·their .own .provinces :f:; and the people thenceforth difpofed themfelves unani-

Submiffion of mouOy t:o yield to the viCtor. As foon as William paffed the Thames at Wal
-the.EJ~glifh. lingford, and reached Berkamftead, Stigand, the pr-imate, made fubmiffions to 

him ; and before the prince came within fight of the city, all the chief nobility~ 
and Edgar Atheling himfelf, the new elected King, came into his camp, and 
-declared· their intention of yielding .to his authority 111 They requefted him to 
accept of their crown, which' they now confidered as vacant; and declared tG 
him, that, as they had always been ,ruled b.y regal power, they defired to follow, 
in this particular, the example of their ancefl:ors, and knew of no one more 
worthy than himfdf to hold the reins of government§. 

THo' this was the great objeCt, to which the duke's enterprize tended, he 
.feemed to deliberate on the offer; and being defirous, at firft, of preferving 
.the appearance of a legal adminiftration, he wifhed to obtain a more exprefs 
. and formal confent both of his own army and of the Englifb nation ..j..: But 

,o Gul. Pietav. p. 205. Ord. Vital. p. 503. 
t ·Gul. Pietav. p. zo5. It is pretended, that the Kentifhmen capitulated for the prefervation of 

·their privileges. See Thorn. Spott, apud Wilkins Glolf. in verba Roeland. 
:t: Hoveden, p. 449· II Hoveden, p. 450. Flor. Wigorn. p. 634. 
§ G~l. Pia. p . .zo5. Ord. Vital. p .5o3. + Gul.Pictav. p. zos. 
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Aiinar of Aquitain, a man equally refpected for his valor in the field, and for his Chap.lVo
prudence in council, remonftrating with him on the danger of delay in fo critical 
a conjunCture, he laid afide all farther fcruples, and accepted of the crown which 
was proffered to- him. Orders were immediately iffued to prepare every thing 
for the ceremony of his coronation.; but as he was yet afraid to place entire con-
fidence in the Londoners, who were numerous and warlike, he meanwhile com-
manded fortreffes to be ereCted, in order to curb the inhabitants, and to fecure his· 
perfon and government *. 

STIGAND was not much in the duke's favour, both becaufe he had intruded: 
into the fee on the expulfion of Robert, the Norman, and beca~1fe he poffeffed 
fuch influence and authority over the Engliili t as might be dangerous to a new 
cftablifhed monarch. William, therefore, pretending that the primate had ob-
tained his pall in an irregular manner from pope BenediCt IX. who was himfelf an 
·ufurper, refufed to be confecrated by him :j:, and conferred that honour on Al
dred, archhifhop of York. Weftminfter abbey was the place appointed for that 
magnificent ceremony; the moft confiderable of the nobility, both Engliih and 
Norman, attended the duke on this occafiqn; Aldred in a lhort fpeech afked the 
fnrmer, whether they agreed to accept of William as their King; the bifhop 26th Deco• 

of Conftance put the fame queftion to the latter; and both being anfwered with 
acclamations n, Aldred adminiftered to the duke the ufual coronation oath, by 
which he bound himfelf to proteCt the church, to adminifter juftice, and to re· 
prefs violence; and he then anointed him and put the crown upon his head §• 
There appeared nothing. but joy in the countenance of the fpecbi.tors: But in that 
very moment, there burft forrh the ftrongeft fymptoms of thejealoufy and ani-· 
mofity which prevailed between the nations, and which continually encreafed 
during-the reign of this prince. The Norman foldiers, who were placed without 
in order to guard the church, hearing the ihout within, fancied that the Eoglilh · 
were committing violence on their duke; and they immediately alfaulred the po-
pulace, and fet fire to the neighbouring houfes. The alarm was conveyed to the 
nobility who furrounded the prince; both Englifh and Normans, full of appre-
henfions, ru!hed out to fecure themfelves from the prefent danger ; and it was' 
with difficulty, that William himfelf was able to appeaie the tumult +· 

• GnJ~ Pietav. p. 205. t Eadmer, p. 6 .. 
:t Gul. Pietav. p. zo6. Ingulf, p. 69, Malmef. p. 102. Hoveden, p. 450. M. Weft. p. 245~

Flor. Wig. 635'. M. Paris, p. 4· Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p. 248. Alur. -Bever. p. 127. 
11 Order. Vital. p. 503. 
§ Malmefbury, p. 271, fays, that he alfo promired to govern the Normans and En;liih by equal 

laws; and this addition to the ufual oath feems not improbable, confid, ring the drcumJLnces of the· 
times. + Gul. Pitt. p. :zo6.. Order. Vitalis, p. so 3· 
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Chap. IV. THE King, thus po!feffed of the throne by a pretended deftination of King 
1067. Edward, and by an irregular election of the people, but ftill more by force of 

Settlement of arms, retired from London to Berking in Effex; and there received the fubmif· 
the govern- fions of all the no_bility, who had not attended his coronation. Edric, firnamed mcut. 

the Forefter, grand-nephew to that Edric, fa noted for his repeated acts of 
perfidy" during the reigns of Ethelred and Edmond; earl Coxo, a man f~mous 
for bravery; even Edwin and Morcar, earls of Mercia and Northumberland; 
with the other principal noblemen of England, came and fwore fealty to him ; 
were received into favour; and were confirmed in the poffeffion of their eftates 
and dignities*. Every thing bore the appearance of peace and tranquillity; and 
William had no other occupation than to give contentment to the foreigners who 
had helped him to the throne, and to his new fubjecrs, who had fo readily fub
mitted to him. 

HE had got poffeffion of the treafure of Harold, whicb was confiderable ; and 
·being alfo fupplied with rich pre(ents from the opulent men in all parts of Eng
land, who were felicitous to gain the favour of their new fovereign, he diftribu
ted great fums among his troops, and h>y this liberality gave them hopes of obtain
ing at length thofe more durable eftablifhments, which they had expected from 
his enterprize t. The ecclefiaftics, both at home and abroad, had much for
warded his fuccefs ; and ·he failed not, in return, to exprefs his gratitude and 
devotion in the manner whic;h was moft acceptable to them : He fent Harold's 
ftandard to the Pope, accompanied with many valuable prefents : All the confi
derable monafteries and churches in France, where prayers had been put up for 
his fuccefs, now tafted of his bounty :j:: The Englilh monks found him well dif
pofed to favour their order; and he built a new convent near Haftings, which 
he called Battle-abbey, anJ which, on pretence of fupporting monks to pray for
his own foul, and that of Harold, ferved as a perpetual memorial of his vicrory IJ. 

HE introduced into England that ilriCl: execution of jL{ftice, for which his admi
niftration had been fa celebrated in Normandy; and even during this violent re
volution, every diforder or oppreffion mtt with the moft rigorous punilhment §. 
His own army in particular was governed with fevere difcipline ; and notwith
ftanding the infolence of viCtory, care was taken to give as little offence as pof
fible to the jealoufy of the vanquilhed .f-. The King appeared felicitous to unite 
in .:n amicable manner theN or mans and the Engliili, by intermarriages and al-

"' Gul. PiCl:av. p. zo8. Order. Vit. p. so6. t Gul. Pia. p. zo6. t Ibid. 
II Gul. Gemet. p. 288, Chron. Sax. p. 189. l\1. Weft. p. 226. M. Paris, p. 9· Diceto, p. 482. 

This convent was freed by him from all epifcopal jurifdiaion. Monaft. An g. tom. 1. P· 3 l 1 , 3 1 z. 
§ Gul. Pia. p. zo8. Order. Vital. p. 506, + Gul. Pia. 207. O.der. Vital. p. 505, so6. 
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~Ji-ances ; and all his new fubjeB:s who approached his perfon were received with 
affability and regard. No figns of fufpicion appeared, not even towards Edgar 
Athe1ing, the heir of the antient royal family, whom he confirmed in the ho
nours of earl of Oxford, conferred on him by Harold, and whom he affected to 

treat with the higheft kindnefs, as nephew to the Confeffor, his great friend and 
benefactor *. Tho' he forfeited the eftates of Harold, and of thofe who had 
fought in the battle of Haftings on the fide of that prince, whom he reprefented 
as an ufurper, he feemed willing to admit of every plaufible excufe for pail: op
pofition to his pretenfions t, and received many into favour, who had carried 
arms againft him. H.e confirmed the liberties and immunities of London and 
the other cities of England ; and appeared defirous of replacing every thing on 
antient eftahliihments. In his whole adminiftration, he bore the femblance of 
the lawful prince, not of the Conqueror :j:; and the Englifh began to flatter 
themfelves, that they had changed, not the form of their government, but only 
the fucceffion of their fovereigns, a matter which gave them fmall concern. And 
the better to reconcile his new fubjeti:s to his authority, he made a progrefs thro~ 
fame parts of England; and befides a fplendid court and majeftic prefence, which 
overawed the people, already ihuck with his military fame, the appearance of 
his clemency and juftice gained the approbation of the wife, who were attentive 
to the firft fteps of their new fovereign ll· 

BuT amidft this confidence and friendfhip, which he expreffed for the Englifh, 
the King took care to place all real power in the hands of his Normans, and flill 
to keep polfeffion of the fword, to which, he was fenfible, he had owed his ad
vancement to fovereign authority. He difarmed the city of London and other 
places, which appeared moil: warlike and populous§ ; and building fortreffes 
and citadels in that capital, as well as in Winchefter, Hereford, and the cities 
heft fituated for commanding the kingdom, he quartered Norman foldiers in all 
of them, and left no where any power able to reflft or oppofe him .j... He be
ftowed the forfeited eftates on the moft powerful of his captains, and eftabliihed 
funds for the payment of his foldiers *. And thus, while his civil adminiftration 
carried the face of a legal magiftrate, his military inftitutions were thofe of a 
mafter and tyrant; at leaf\: of one, who referved to himfelf, whenever he pleafed, 
the power of affuming that character. 

* Gul. Pia. p. zo8. 
:t Brompton, p. g6z. 
J- Gul. Pia. p. zo8. 
':' Gul. Pia. p. zo8. 
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t Gul. Pia. p. zo7. Order. Vital. p. so6. 
, II Gul. Pia. p. zo8. § Baker, p. 24. 

Order. Vital. p. soS. M. Weft. p. 225. M. Paris, p. 4· 
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Chap. IV. BY this mixture, however, of vigour and lenity, he had fo pacifted the minds-
. '~67• of the Englifh, that he thought he might fafely revifit his native country, and 

Kmg s return . h . h d I . f h' . . 1i b' ct H 1 f h d . to Normandy. enJOY t e tnump an congratu anon o IS anttents u ~e s. e e t t e a ml-

March. 
nifhation in the hands of his uterine brother, Odo, bifhop of Baieux, and of 
William Fitz Ofbern* ; and that their authority might be expofed to lefs dan-
ge-r, he carried over with him all the mofi: confiderable nobility of England, who. 
both ferved to grace his court by their prefence and magnificent retinues, and 
were retained as hofi:ages for the fidelity of the nation t. Among thefe, were· 
Edgar Atheling, Stigand the primate, the earls Edwin and Morcar, Waltheof, 
the fon of the famous and brave earl Siward, with others, eminent for the great
nds of their fortunes and farhilirs, or for their ecclefiafl:ical and civil dignities :j: •. 
He was vifited at the abbey of Fefcamp, where he refided during fome time, by 
Rodulph, uncle to the French King 11, and by many powerful princes and n~bles,. 
who, having contributed to hi<> enterprize, were defirous of participating in the
joy and advantages of its fuccefs. His Englifh courtiers, willing to ingratiate 
themfelves with their new fovereign, endeavoured to outfhine each other in equi
pages and enterta·inments; and made a difplay of riches, which il:ruck the fo. 
reigners with afl:onifhmeFlt. William of Poitl:iers, a. Nor man hifi:orian §, who· 
was prefent, fpeaks with admiration of the beauty of their perfons, the fize and 
workmanfhip of th.~ir filver plate, the cofHinefs of their embroideries, an art in 
which the Engliili then excelled; and he expreffes himfelf in ·fuch terms, as 
would much exalt our idea of the opulence and cultivation of the people -J.. But 
th0' every thing bore the face of joy.and feftivity, and William himfelf treated, 
his new courtiers with great appearance of kindnefs, it was irnpoffible to prevent 
altogether the infi)lence of the Normans ; and the Engliili nobles received fmall 
pleafure from thofe entertainments, where they confidered themfelves as led in 
triumph by their ofl:entatious conqueror. 

Difcontentsof AFFAIRS in England took ~ill a worfe turn during the abfence of the fovereign·~ 
the Eoglifh. Difcontents and complaints multiplied every where; fecret confpiracies were en

tered into againfi: the government; hoftilities were already begun in many places; 
and every thing feemed to menace a revolution as rapid as that which had placed 

< 

* Flor. Wigorn. p. 635· Sim. Dunelm. p. I97· Alur. Bever!. p. 125. t Order. Vital. p. soS. 
t Gul. PicL p. zo9. Order. Vital. p. 506. Hoveden, p. 450. Flor. Wigorn. p•63.). Chron. 

Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 46. Knyghton, p. 2343· 

II Gul. Piet. P· 211. Order. Vital. P· so6. § P. 21 I, 2 I 2. 

+ As the hi!torian chiefly infifts on the filver plate, his panegyrics on the Englifh magnificence 
ihe·"'s only how incomretcnt a judge he was of the matter. Silver was then of ten times the valur, 
and was more th:,n twenty times more rare than at prefent; and confequently, of all fpecies of luxury, 
rlate muft have been the rareft. 

William 
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William on the throne.· The hiil:orian above-mentioned, who is a panegyriil: of 
his mafter, throws the blame entirely on the fickle and mutinous difpofition of the 
Englifh, and highly celebrates the juftice and lenity of Odo's and Fitz Oibern's 
adminiftration *. But other hiflorians, with more probability, impute the caufe 
chiefly to the ~ormans, who, defpifing a people that had fo eafily fubmitted to 
the yoke, envying their riches, and grudging 'the rdhaints impofed upon thdr 
own rapine, were defirous of provoking them to a rebellion, by which they hoped 
to acquire new confifcations and forfeitures, and to fatisfy thofe unbounded hopes, 
which they had formed in entering on this enterprize t. 

IT is evident, that the chief reafon of this alteration in the fentiments of the 
Engliih muft be afcribed to the departure of William, who was alone capable 
of curbing the violence of his captains, and of overawing the mutinies of the 
people. Nothing indeed appears more ftrange, than that this prince, in Iefs 
than three months after the conqueft of a great, warlil~e, and turbulent nation, 
fhould abfent himfelf, in order to tevifit his own country, which remained in pro. 
found tranquillity, and was not menaced by any of its neighbou.rs; and fhould 
leave fo long his jealous fubjetl:s at the mercy of an infolent and licentious army. 
Were we not affured of the folidity of his genius, and the good fenfe difplayed in 
all other circumftances of nis conduct, we might afcribe this meafure to a vain 
oftentatiem, which rendered him impatient to difplay his pomp and magnificence 

·among his antient courtiers. It is therefore more natural to believe, that in fo 
extraordinary a ftep, he was guided by a concealed policy ; and that tho' he had 
thought proper at firft to allure the people to fubmiffion by the femblance of a 
legal adminiftration, he found, that he could neither fatisfy his rapacious captains 
nor fecure his unftable government without exerting farther the rights of con~ 
queft, and feizing the poffeffions of the Englifh. In order to give a pretence for 
this violence, he endeavoured, without difcovering his intention, to provoke and 
allure them into infurreCl:ions, which, he thought, could never prove dangerous, 
while he detained all the principal nobility in Normandy, while a great and vic
torious army was quartered in England, and while he himfelf was fo near to 
fupprefs any tumult or rebellion. But as no antient writer has afcribed this 
tyrannical purpofe to William, it fcarce feems-allowable, from conjecture alone, 
to throw fuch an imputation upon him. 

Chap. IV. 
1067. 

BuT whether we are to account for that meafure from the King's vanity or Tteir infur· 

f-rom his policy, it was the immediate caufe of all the calamities which the Englifh reClions. 

endured during this and the fubfequent reigns, and gave rif:: to thofe mutual je:a-

• P. zu. t Order. Vital. p. 507. 
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loufies and animofit:ies between them and the Normans, which were never ap .. 
peafed, till a long traCt of time had gradually" united the tw.o nations, and had· 
made them one people. The inhabitants .of Kent, who h~d firft fubmitted to the 
conqueror, were the firft who attempted to throw off the yoke ; and in confe-
deracy with Euftace~ count of Bologne, who had alfo been difgufted by the Nor
mans, made an attempt, tho' without fuccefs, on the garrifon of Dover*"· Edric,. 
the Forefter, whofe po.fieffions .lay on .the banks of the Severne;.. being provoked 
at the depredations of fome Norman captains in his neighbourhood, formed an. 
alliance with Blethyn and Rowallan,. two Welfu princes;. and endeavoured, with 
their affifi:ance, to repel force by force t. Btit tho' thefe. open hoftiJities were
not very conliderable, the difaffeCl:ion was general among the Englifu, who had '• 
b_ecome fenfible, tho' too late, of their defencelefs condition, and began already 
to e~perience thof~ infults and injuries, which.a nation muft always expeCt, that 
allows itfelf to be reduced to that defpicable fituation. A .. ferret confpiracy was 
entered into to perpetrate in one .day a general affaffination of the Normans, like 
tha_t which had been formerly executed againft the Danes :j:; and the quarrel was 
become fo un'iverfal and national, that the vaffals of earl Coxo, having defired 
him to he<J.d them in. an infurrecrion, , and finding him refolute in maintaining his ·· 
fidelity to William, put him to death as a traitor to. his. country II·. 

TgE King, informed . of thefe dangerous difcontents, haftened over to Eng
land ; . and by his prefence,_ .and the vigorous meafutes which he purfued, difcon
certed all the fchemes of. the confpirators. Such of them as had been more open 
in their mutiny betrayed their guilt, by . .flying ,or concealing themfelves; and the 
confifcation of their efi:ates, while jt- increafed. the number of malecontents, both 
enabled William to gratify .farther the rapacity of his Norman captains, and gave 
them the profpecr of new forfeitures and attainders§. The King began to regard : 
all his Engliih fubjetl:s as inveterate and irreclaimable enemies; and thenceforth 
either embraced, or was more fully confirmed in his refolution, of feizing their · 
polfeffions, and of reduciag them tG> the moft abjeCt fiavery. Tho' the.natural: 

·violence and feverity of his temper ma~e hi-m incapable of feeling any fcruples in~ 
the execution of this tyrannical purpofe, _he had art enough to conceal his inten- . 
tion, and to preferve frill fome appearance of juftice in his oppreffions. He or- -

dered all the Englifh, who had been arbitrarily expelled by· the Normans, dtb · 

* Gul. Gemet. p. 289. Order. Vital. p.·5c;>8. Anglia Sacra, vo-1.-i. p. 245· 
t Hoveden, p. 4-50. M. Weft. p. 2z6. Sim. Du-nelm. p. 197. 
t Gul. Gemet. p. 289. II Gul. PiCl:; p . .2.1z. Order. Vila!. p. 509. 
~ H. Hunt. p. 369. M. Weft. p. zz_s:. . 

ring 
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ring his ablence, to be reftored to their e£tares * : But at the fame time, he im
pofed a general tax on the people, that of Danegelt, which had been abolilhed 
by the Confeffor~ and which had always been extremely odious to the nation t. · 

As the vigilance of William overawed the malecontents, their infurreCl:ions 
were more the refulc of an i-mpatient humour in the people, than of any regular 
confpiracy, .which could give them a rational hope of fuccefs againft the eftablifhed 
power of the Normans. The inhabitants of Exeter~ inftigated by Githa, mother 
to King Harold, refufed to ad mit a N erman ·garrifon, and betaking themfel ves to 
arms,. were ftrengthened by the acceffion .of the neighbouring inhabitants of De
vonfhire a~td Cornwal :j:_. The King. haftened with. his forces to chaftife this re
volt;. and on his approach, the wifer and more confiderable citizens, fenfible of 
the unequal conteft, perfuaded the people to fubmit, and to deliver hoftages for· 
their obedience. A fudden mutiny of the populace broke this agreement; and 
William, appearing before the walls, ordered the eyes of one of the hoftages to 
be put out, as an earneft.of that feverity, which the rebels mufl: expect, if they 
perfevered in their revolt [J. The inhabitants were anew feized with terror, and 
furrendering at difcretion, threw themfelves at the King'.s feet, and entreated 
for clemency and forgivenefs. William was not devoid of generofity, when his. 
temper was not hardened either by policy or paffion : He was prevailed on to 
pardon the rebels, and he fer guards on all the gates, in order to prevent the ra- · 
pacity and infolence of his foldiery §. Githa efcaped with her treafures to Flan- · 
ders +· The infurgents of Cornwal imitated the example of Exeter, and met 
with like treatment: And thCf! King having built a citadel in that city, which he 
put under the command of Baldwin, Jon of earl Gilbert*, returned to Winchefter, 
and difperfed his army into their quarters. Hewas here joined by his wife, 
Matilda, who had not yet vifited England, and whom .he now ordered to be 
crowned by, archbiihop Aldred t. Soon after, ihe brought him an acceffion to 
his fadlily,. by the birth ofa fourth fon, whom he named Henry :j:. His three· 
elder fons,, Robert,. Richard,~ and William, frill refided in Normandy. 

BuT tho' the King appeared thus fortunate both in public and domefl:ic life, , 
the difcontents· of his Englifh fubje& augmented. daily; and the injuries, com-· 

"" Chron. Sax. p. 173· This faCl: is a ful1 proof, that the Normans had committed great injuftice, . 
and were the real caufe of the infurretl:ions of the Englifh. · 
. t Hoveden, p. 450; Sim. Dunelm. p. 197· Alur. B(iv-erl. p. 1'27• .. 

:t Order. Vital. p. 5 I o. II Ibid. § Ibid. 
+ Hoveden, p. 450. Flor. Wigorn. p. 635• * Order. Vital. p. 510 •. 
t Ibid. Hoveden, p. 450. M. W.eit p. zz6 •. Flor, Wigorn. p. 635. 
~ M. :Weft, p. zz6~ . . 
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mitted and ful:fered on both fides, rendered the quarrel between them and the Nor
man,s abfolutely incurable. The infolence of viCtorious mafters, difperfed through
•Out the kingdom, feemed intolerable to the natives ; and wherever they found the 
Normans, feparate or affembled in fmall bodies, they fecretly fet upon them, and 
gratified their vengeance by the £laughter of their enemies*. ·But an infurretl:ion 
in the north drew thither the general attention, and feemed to promife more im
portant confequences. Edwin and Morcar appeared at the head of this rebel
lion ; and thefe potent noblemen, before they took arms, ftipulated for foreign 
fuccours, from their nephew Blethin, prince of North-Wales, from Malcolm, 
King of Scotland, and from Sweyn, King of Denmark. Befides the general dif
-content, which had feized ail the Englifh ; the two earls were inftigated to this 
revolt by private injuries. William, in order to enfure them to his interefts, had, 
on his acceffion, promifed his daughter in marriage to Edwin; but either he had 
never ferioufly intended to perform this engagement, or having changed his plan 
of adminiftration in England from clemency to rigor, he thought it was to little 
purpofe, if he gained one family, while he enraged the whole nation. When 
Edwin, therefore, renewed his application, he gave him an abfolute refufal t; 
and this difappointment, added to fo many other reafons of difguft, induced that 
nobleman and his brother to concur with their enraged countrymen, and to make 
one effort for the recovery of their ancient liberties. William kriew the impor
tance of- celerity in quelling an infurretl:ion, fupported by fuch powerful leaders, 
and fo agreeable to the wifh.es of the people; and having his troops always in 
readinefs, he advanced by great journeys to the north. On his march, he gave 
orders to fortify the caftle of Warwick, of which he left Henry de Beaumont 
governor, and that of Nottingham, which he committed to the cuftody of Wil
Ham Peverell, another Norman captain :j:. He reached York before the rebels 
were in any condition for refiftance, or were joined by any of the foreign fuccours, 
which they expected, except a fmall reinforcement from Wales 11; and the two 
earls found no other means of fafety,- but having recourfe to the clemency_ of the 
victor. Arc hill, a potent nobleman in thofe- parts, imitated their example,· and 
delivered his fon as a hoftage of his fidelity § ; nor were the people, thus deferted 
by their leaders, able to make any farther refiftance. But the treatment, which 
William gave the chieftains and their followers, was very different. He ob
ferved religiouOy the terms, which he h~d granted the former; and allowed 
them, for t~e prefent, to keep poffdllon of their e!l:ates; but he extended the 
rigors of his confifcations over the latter, and gave away their lands to his foreign 

• M. Weft. p. zz5. t Order. Vital.p. 511. 

6 
t Ibid. II Ibid, § Ib:d. 
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adventurers, who., being planted thro' the whole country, and being poffeffed of Chap-. IV •. 
the military power, left Edwin and Morcar, whom he pretended to fpare, clef- xo68. 

titute of all fupport, and ready to fall, whenever he fhould think pmper to com-
mand their ruin. A peace, which he made with Malcolm, who did him homage 
for Cumberland, feemed, at the fame time, to deprive them of all profpeCl: of 
foreign affifl:ance *. 

THE Englith were now ferifib!e, that their final defi:ruction was intended ; and R' f h 
. . . . . 1gors o t e 

that mfi:ead of a foveretgn, whom they had at firfi: hoped to gam by thetr fubmtf- Norman go-

:fions, they had tamely furrendered themfelves, without refifi:ance-, to a tyrant and vernment. 

a conqueror. Tho' the early confifcation of Harold's followers might feem ini-
quitous; being extended towards men who had never fwot·n fidelity to the duke 
of Normandy, who were ignorant of his pretenfions, and who only fought in de-
fence of the government, which they themfelves had efl:ablifhed in their own 
country : Yet were thefe rigors, however contrary to the antient Saxon laws, 
excufed on account of the urgent neceffities of the prince ; and thofe who were-
no_t involved in the prefent ruin, hoped that they would thenceforth enjoy without 
molefi:ation their poffeffions and their dignities. But the fucceffive defi:rutl:ion of 
fo many other families convinced them, that the King intended to rely entirely 
on the fupport and affections of foreigners; and they forefaw new forfeitures, 
attainders,. and violences as the neceffary re[ult of this defi:ruCtive plan of a:imi-
nifi:ration. They obferved, that no Englithman poffeffed his confidence, or was,. 
intrufl:ed with any command or authority; and that the !hangers, whom a ri-
gorous difcipline could have but ill contained, were encouraged in every aCt of 
infolence and tyranny againfi: them. The eafy fubmiffion of the kingdom on its, 
firfi: inva-fion had expofed the nacives to contempt ; the fubfequent proofs· of their 
animofity and refentment had made them the object of hatred ; and they were 
now deprived of every expedient, by whi-€h they could hope to make themfelves 
either regarded or beioved by their fovereign. Imprdfed with the fenfe of this dif-
mal fituation, many Englifhmen fled into foreign countries, with an intention of 
paffing their lives abroad frte from oppreffion, or of returning on a favourable 
opportunity to affifl: their friends in the recovery of their native liberties t. Ed-
gar Atheling himfelf, dreading the infidious careffes of William, was perfuaded 
by Cofpatric, a powerful Nl)rthumbrian, to efcape with him into Scotla:·:d; and~ 

he carried thither his two fifrers, Margaret and Chriflina. They were well re-
ceived by Malcolm, who foon after efpoufed Margaret, the elder· fifl:er t; and: 

• Order. Vital. p. pr. 
t Order. Vital. p. so8. l\1, Weft. p. 225. l\1. Paris, p. 4· Sim Dun, p. 197· 
t Chron. de Mailr. p. 16o, H. Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, p. 450. 452· 

partly; 
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C,L=~·. rv. partly with a view of ftrengthening his kingdom by the acceffion of fo many 
l.c:Js.. !hangers, part:y in hopes of employing them againft the growing power of Wil

ham, be gave great countenance to all the Englifh exiles *. Many of them fet
tied there ; and laid the foundations of families, which .afterwards made a figure 
in that kingdom. 

J06g. 
!'ew infur
.:-ecbons. 

vVHILE the Engliih fuffered under thefe oppreffions, even the foreigners were 
not much at their eafe ; but finding themfelves furrounded on atl hands by en
raged enemies, who took every advantage againft them, a1d menaced them with 
frill more bloody effeCl:s of the public refentment, they began to with again for 
the tranquillity and fecu·rity of their native country. Hugh de Grentmefnil, and 
Humphrey de Teliol, tho' entrufted with great commands, defired to be difmif
fed the fervice; and fome others imitated their example : A defenion whrch was 
highly rcfented by the King, and which he punifhed by the confifcation of all 
their poffeffions t. But William's bounty to his followers could not fail of 
alluring many new advent1:1rers into his fer.vice ; and the rage .of the vanquiihed 
Engliih ferved only to excite the attention of the King and thefe warlike chief
tains, and kept them in readinefs to fupprefs every commencement .of domeftic 
rebellion or foreign invafion. · . 

IT was not long before they found occupation for their prowefs and military 
conduct. Godwin, Edmond, and Magnus, three fons of Harold, had, imme
.diately after the defeat at Hafl:ings, fought a .retreat in Ireland ; and having 
met with a kind reception from Dermot and other princes of that country, they 
projeCte-d an invafion of England :j:, and hoped that all the exiles from Denmark, 
Scotland, ·and Wales, affifl:ed with forces from thefe feveral countries, would at 
()nee commence hoftilities, and rouze the indignation of the Englifh againft their 
haughty conquerors. They landed in Devonfhire ; but found Brian, fon of the 
count of Brittany, ready ~o oppofe them at the head of fome foreign troops ; and 
being defeated in feveral aCl:ions, they were obliged to retreat to their fhips, and 
to return with great lofs into Ireland II· The.efforts of the Normans were now 
directed to the north, where affairs had fallen into the utmofl: confufion·. The im
·patient Northumbrians had attacked Robert de Comyn, who was appointed go
flernor of Durham ; and gaining the advantage over him from his negligence, 

A Malmef. p. 103. M. Weft. p. zzs~ M. Paris, p. 4· 
t Order. Vital. p. 51 z. 
j Gul. Gemet. p. 290. Order. Vital. p. 513. Ypod. Neurtr. p. 437• 
:{l Gul. Gernet .. p. ~90. Ord.er. Vital. p. 51.3. Anglia Sacra~ vol. i. p. 246. 
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they put him to death in that city with feven hundred of his followers *· This Chap. IV. 

example animated the inhabitants of York, who, rifing in arms, flew Robert 1069. 

Fitz-Richard, their governor t; and befieged in the cafl:le William Mallet, on 
whom the command now devolved. A little after~ the Danilh troops landed 
from 300 veffels, under the command. of Ofberne, brother to King Sweyn, and 
accompanied by Harold and Canute, the two fons of that monarch :j:. Edgar 
Atheling appeared· from Scotland, and brought along with him Cofpatric, Wal-
theof, Siward, Bearne, Merlefwain, Adelin, and other ,chieftains 11, who partly 
from the hopes which they gave of Scottifh fuccours, partly from their authority 
in thofe parts, eafil y perfuaded the warlike and difcontented N orthumbrians to 
join the infurreCtion. Mallet, that he might better provide for the defence of 
the citadel of York, fet fire to fome houfes,. which lay contiguous §; but this 
expedient proved the immediate caufe of his defl:rutl:ion. The flames fpreading 
into the neighbouring 'ftreets, reduced the whole city to allies ; and the enraged 
inhabitants, aided by the Danes, took ad vantage of the confufion to attack the 
caille, which they carried by affault ; and they put the garrifon, amounting to 
the number of 3000, to the fword without mercy +· 

THIS fuccefs prov.ed a fignal to many other parts of England, and gave the 
people an opportunity of fhowing their malevolence to the Normans. Here· 
ward, a nobleman in Eafl:-Anglia, celebrated for valour, affembled his followers, 
and taking ihelter ih the Iile of Ely, made inroads on all the neighbouring 
country*. The Englilh in the counties of Somerfet and Dorfet rofe in arm~, 

and affaulted Montacute, .the Norman governor; while the inhabitants of Corn
wal anq Devon invefted Exeter, which, from the memory of William's cle
mency, fl:ill remained faithful to him t. Edric, the Forefl:er, calling in the 
affiftance of the Welfh, laid fiege to Shrew:fbury, and made head againft earl 
Brient and Fitz-Ofberne, who commanded in thofe quarters :t:. The Engliih, 
every where, repenting of their former eafy fubmiffion, feemed determined to 
make by concert one great effort for the recovery of their liberty, and for the 
expulfion of. their oppreffors. 

• Order. Vital. p. 512. Chron. de Mailr. p. 16o. Hoveden, p. 450. M. Paris, p. 5• Sim. 
Dun. p. 198. t Order. Vital. p. 51 z. 

:t: Chron. Sax. p. 174· Order. Vital. p. 513, Hoveden, p. 451~ M. Well. p. zz6. 
II Order. Vital. p. 513. Hoveden, p. 451. Flor. Wigorn, p. 635. M. Paris, p. 5· Sim. Dun. 

p. 198. § Ibid. Brompton, p. 966. 
+ Order. Vital. p. 51 3· Hoveden, p. 45 I. Flor. Wigorn, p. 636. Brompton, p. 966. 
* In gulf, p. 7 I. Chron, Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 47. 
t Order. Vital. p. 514. i Ibid. 
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WILLIAM, undifmayed amidft this fcene of confufion, affembled his fo1;ces, 
and animating them with the profpeCl: of new confifcations and forfeitures, he 
marched againft the infurgents in the north, whom he regarded as the moft for· 
midable, and whofe defeat, he knew, would £hike a terror into all the other 
rebels. Joining policy to force, he tried, before his approach, to weaken the 
enemy, by detaching the Danes from them; and he engaged Oiberne, by large 
prefents, and by offering him the liberty of plundering the fea-coaft, to retire 
without committing farther hoftilities into Denmark *. Cofpatric, in defpair of 
f~ccefs, imitated the example ; and making his fubmiffions to the King, and 
paying a fum of money as an atonement for his ~nfurreetion, was received into 
favour, and even invefred with the earldom ofNorthumberland. Waltheof, who 
long defended York with great courage, was aHured with this appearance of cle
mency; anJ as William knew how to efteem valour even in an enemy, that 
nobleman haJ no reafon to repent of this confidence t. Even Edric, compel ltd 
by neceffity, made his f..Jbmiffions to the Conqueror, and received forgivenefs, 
which was foon after followed by fome degree of truft and favour :f:. Malcolm, 
coming. too late to fupport his confederates, was conftrained to retire; and aU 
the Englifu infurgents in other parts, except Hereward, who frill kept in his 
faftneffes, difperfed themfelves, and lefc the Normans undifputed mafters of the 
kingdom. Edgar Atheling, with his followers, fought again a retreat in Scotland 
f1"om the purfuit of his enemies It· 

10 
o. BuT the feeming clemency of William towards the Englifh leaders proceeded 

New rfgors of only from artifice, or from his efteem of individuals : His heart was hardened 
the govern- againft all compaffion towards the neople ; and he fcrupled no meafure, however 
menr. -r· 

violent or fevere, which feemed requifite to fupport his plan of tyrannical. admi-
'niftration. Senfible of the reftlefs difpofition of the Northumbrians, he deter
mined to incapacitate them ever after from giving him difturbance, and he iffued 
orders for laying entirely wafte that fertile country, which, for the extent of fixty 
miles, lies between the Humber and the Tees §. The houfes were reduced to 
afhes by t~e mercilefs Normans, the cattle feized and driven away, the inftru
ments of hu:lbandry deftroyed; and the inhabitants compelled either to feek for a 

,, , 
• Hoveden, p. 45 I. Flor. Wig. p. 636. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 47 ~ Sim. Dun. 

p. 199. t Malmef. p. 104-. H. Hunt. p. 369. 
:t: Hoveden, p. 453, 454· Flor. Wig. p. 636, 637• Sim. Dun. p. 203. 

~ Hoveden, p. 452· · 
§ Chron. Sax. p. 174· Ingulf, p. 79• Malmef. p. 103. Hoveden, p. 451. Chron. Abb. St. 

Petri de Burgo, p. 47· M. Paris, p. 5· Sim, Dun. p. 199• Brompton, p. 966. Koyghton, p. Z344· 
Anglia Sacra, voL i. p. 7oz. 
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fubfiftance in the fouthern parts of Scotland, or if they lingered in England, from Chap. IV. 

a reluCtance to abandon their antient habitations, they perifhed rniferably in the 107°• 

woods from cold and hunger. The lives of an hundred thoufand perfons are com-
puted to have been facrificed to this fl:roke of barbarous policy *, which, by 
feeking a remedy for a temporary evil, thus infliCted a lafting wound on the 
power and populou fnefs of the nation. 

BuT William, finding ,himfelf entirely rnafter of a people, who had given him 
fuch fenfible proofs of their impotent rage and animofity, now refolved to proceed 
to extremities againft all the natives of England; and to reduce them to a con
dition, in which they fhould no longer be formidable to his government. The 
infurreCl:ions and confpiracies in fo many parts of the kingdom had involved the. 
bulk of the landed proprietors more or lefs, in the guilt of treafon ; and the King 
took advantage of executing againft them, with the utmofr rigor, the Jaws of forfei
ture and attainder. Their lives indeed were commonly fpared; but their efrates were 
confifcated, and either annexed to the royal demefnes, or conferred with the moil: 
profufe bounty on the Normans and other foreigners t. While the King's declared 
intention was to deprefs or rather entirely extirpate the Englifh gentry :j:, it is 
eafy to believe, that fcarce a form of jufl:ice would be attended to in thefe violent 
proceedings ·11; and that any fufpicions ferved as the moft undoubt~d proofs of 
guilt againft a people thus devoted to deftrutl:ion. It was crime fufficient in an 
Englifhman to be opulent or noble or powerful ; and the policy of the King, 
concurring with the rapacity of •foreign adventurers, produced almoft a total re
volution in the landed property of the kingdom. Antient .and honourable fa
milies were reduced to beggary; the nobles themfelves we~e every where treated 
with ignominy and contempt; they had the mortification of feeing their caftles 
and manors poifeifed by Normans of the rneaneft birth and loweLl: ftations §, and 

"' Order. VitaLp. 515. t Maimer. p. 104. t H. Hunt. p. 3~0. 
II There is a paper or record of the family of Sharneborne, which pretends, that that family, which 

was Saxon, was reftored upon p1ov:ing their innocence, as well as other Saxon families, wh1ch were 
in the fame fituation. Tho' this paper wa·s able to impofe on fuch great antiquarians as Spellman 
(fee Gloff. in verbo Drenges) and Dugdale, (fee Baron. vol. i. p. 118.) it is proved by Dr. Brady (fee 
anfw. to Petyr, p. 11, 12) to have been a forgery; and is allowed for fuch by Tyrrel, tho' a perti
nacious defender of his party notions, (fee his hill:. vol. ii. intra. p. s I. 7 3.) lngulf, p. 70, tells us• 
that very early Hereward, tho' abfent during the time of tbe conquefi, was turned out of all his efiatc, 
and could not obtain red refs. William even plundered the monafleries. Flor. Wig~ p. 6 3 6. Chron., 
Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 48. M. Paris, p. 5· Sim. Dun. p. zoo. D ceto, p. 48z. Bromptor, 
p. 9fo7. Knyghton, p. 2344- Alur. Bev:. p. qo. We are told by Tngulf, that Tvo de Taillebois 
ph:mdered the monaftery of Croyland of a great part of its land ; and no redrefs could be obtained. 

§ Order. Vitalis, P· szx. M. Weft. p. zz9. 
A a 2 they 
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Chap. IV. they found themfelves carefully excluded from every road, which led either to 
107°· riLhes or preferment *. 

Introduction As power naturally follows property, this revolutioh alone gave great fecu·-f: the feudal rity to the foreigners; but William, by the new inftitutions, which he eftabliihed, 
w. took alfo care to retain for ever the military authority in thofe hands, which had 

enabled him to fubdue the kingdom. He introduced into England the feudal 
1aw, which he found eftablifhed in France and Normandy, in which, during 
that age, was the foundation both of the ftability and of the diforders in mofl: of 
the monarchical governments of Europe. He divided all the lands of England, 
with very few exceptions, except the royal demefnes, into baronies ; and he con~ 
ferred thefe, with the refervation of il:ated fervices and payments, on the moff 
confiderable of his adventurers. Thefe great barons, who held immediately of 
the crown, fhared out a great part of their lands to other foreigners, who were 
denominated knights or vaiTals, and who paid their lord the fame duty and fub
miffion in peace and war, which he himfelf owed to his fovereign. The whole 
kingdom contained about 700 chief tenants, and 6o,2 15 knights fees t; and as 
none of the native Engli!h were admitted into the firft rank, the few, who retained 
their landed property, were glad to be received into the fecond, and under the 
protection of fome powerful Norman, to load themfelves and their pofterity with 
this grievous burthen, for eftates which they had received free from their an
ceftors :j:. The fmall mixture of Englifh, which entered into this civil or mili
tary fabric, (for it partook of both fpecies) was fo reftrained by fubordination 
under the foreigners, that the Norman dominion feemed now to be fixed on the 
moft durable bafis, and to defy all the efforts of its enemies. 

THE better to unite the parts of the government, and to bind them into one 
fyftem, which might ferve both for defence againft foreigners, and for the fup
port of domeftic tranquillity, William reduced the ecclefiafiical revenues under 
the fame feudal law; and tho' he had courted the church on his firft invafion and 
acceffion, he now fubjecred it to bu.rthen~, which the clergy regarded as a grie
vous flavery, and as totally unbefitting their profeffion. The ,bifhops and abbots 

. ., The obliging all the inhabitants to put out their fires and light-s at certain hours,. upon the 
founding of a bell, called the couifcu, is reprefented by Polydore Virg•l, lib. 9• as a mark of the fe-r
vitude of the Englifn But this was a law of police, which William had previoufly ejlablifhed in 
Normandy. See du Moulin, hifl. de No1mandie, p. 16o. The fa·me law had place in Scotland. 
LL. Burgor, cap 86. · 

t Order. Vital. p. 523. Secretum.Abbatis, apud Selden, TJtles of H-onoLJr, p. 513· · Speiim. 
Gloff. i.1 verbo Feodum. Sir Rob. Cotton. · 

. : M. Weft. P• zzs. M. Paris, p. 4· Bratton, lib. 1. cap. I J, nu'm. 1. Fleta, Jib. 1. cap·. 8. n. 2. 

were 
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were obliged, when required, .to furnifh to the King during war a number of 
knights or military tenants, proportioned to the extent of property poffeffed by 

;each fee or abbey; and they were liable, in cafe of failure, to the fame penal-
ties which were exaCted from the la:ity *. The Pope and the ecclefiafl:ics ex-
claimed againft this tyranny, as they called it ; but the King's authority was fo 
well eftablifhed .over the army, who held every thing from his bounty, that fu-
perftition itfelf; even in that ag~, when it was mofr prevalent, was eonfrrained to 
bend under qis fuperior influence. 

BuT as the great body of the clergy were fl:ill natives, the King had much rea
fon to dread the effeB:s of their refenti:nent; and he therefore ufed the precaution 
of expelling the Englifh from all the confiderable dignities, and of advancing fo
reigners in their place. The partiality of the Confdfor towards the Normans had 
been fo great, that,- aided by their fupfrior learning, it had promoted them to many 
oLthe fees of England; and even before the period of the conqueft, fcarce more 
than fix or feven of the prelates were natives of the country. But among thefe 
was Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury ; a man, who, by his addrefs and vi
gour, by the greatnefs of his family and alliances, by the extent of his poffeffions, 
as well as by the dignity of his office, and his authority over the Englifh, gave 
great jealoufy to the King t ~ Tho' William had, on his acceffion, affronted this 
prelate, by employing the archbifhop of York to officiate at his confecration, he 
was careful, on other occafions, to load him with honours and carelfes, and to · 
avoid the giving him farther otfence, till the opportunity fhould oRer of effeCtuat .. 
ing his final defl:ruction :j:. The fuppreffion of the late rebellions, and the total fub
jection of the Englifh, made him hope, that an attempt againfl: Stigand, however
violent, would be recovered by his great fucceffes, and be overlooked amidft the 
other important revolutions, which affected fo deeply the property and liberty of 
the kingdom. Yet nocwithftanding thefe mighty advantages, he did not think 
it_ fafe to violate the reverence ufually paid the primate, but under cover of a new 
fllperftition, which he was the great infl:rument of introducing in-to Engla11d. 

Chap. IV. 
IOjO. 

THE doctrine which exalted t,he papacy above an human power' had gradually Innovation ;,i 

diffufed itfelf from the city and court of·Rome; and was, during this age, much w:leiiaftic. 
. 1- . h r. h h . 1 h k" d f E p governmen,. more preva ent m t e lOUt ern t an m t 1e nort ern mg oms o UI·ope. ope 

Alexander, who had affifted William in his conquefr of England, reafonably ex
pected, that the Fren- h an::l Normans would import into England the fame re
verence for his facr~d charaCter, with which they were imbued in their own coun..-

* M. Paris, p. s. Anl:>lia Sacn~, vol. i. p. ? 48. 
t P~rker, p. 161. t ~arker, p. 164. Knyghton, p. 2344· 

2 tty j, 
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Chap. IV. try ; and would break the fpiritual, as well as civil independancy of the Saxons, 
1 ::>7°· who had hitherto conducted their ecclefiafrical government, with an acknow

Jedgment indeed of primacy in the fee of Rome, but without much idea of its 
.title to dominion or authority. As foon, therefore, as the Norman prince feem

.ed fully eftablifhed on the throne, the Pope difpatched Ermenfroy, bifuop of 
Sion, as his legate into England ; and this prelate was the firft, who had ever 
-~ppeared with that charatter in any part of the Britifh iflands. The King, tho• 
he was probably led by principle to pay this fubmiffion to Rome, determined, 
as is ufual, to employ the incident as a means of ferving his political purpofes, 
.and of degrading thofe Englifu prelates, who were become obnoxious to him. 
The legate fubmitted to become the inftrument of his tyranny; and naturally 
thought, that the more violent the exertion of power, the more certainly did it 
.confirm the authority of that court from which he derived his commiffion. He 
fummoned, therefore, a council of the prelates and abbots at Winche·fter; and 
being affifted by two cardinals, Peter and John, he cited before him Stigand, 
archbi!hop of Canterbury, to anfwer for his conduct*. The primate was accu
fed of three crimes ; the holdililg the fee of Winchefter together with that of Can
terbury ; the officiating in the pall of Robert, his predece1for ; and the having 
received his own pall from BenediCt I.X. who was a{terwards depofed for fimony, 
.and for intrufion into the papacy t. Thefe crimes of Stigand were mere pre
tences; Lince the firft had been a praCtice not unufual iv England, and was never 
any where fubjetl:ed to a higher penalty than a refignation of one of the fees ; the 
fecond was a pure ceremonial; and as BenediCt was the only Pope who then of
fi'Ciated, and his aCts were never refciaded, .all the prelates of the church, efpe
cially thofe who lay at a cliftance, were very excufable for making their applica
tions to him. Stigand's ruin, however, was refolved on, and was profecuted 
with great .feverity. The legate degraded him from his dignity, and the King 
confifcated his efiate, and caft him into prifon, where he continued, in great po
verty and want, during the remainder of his life. Like rigour was exercifed againft 
the other Engli!h prelates: Agelric, bifhop of Selefey, and Agelmare, of Elm
ham, were depofed by the legate, and imprifoned by the King t· Many conli
,derable abbots fhared the fame fate 11. Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, fled the 
kingdom§: Wulfl:an, of Worcefter, a man of .an inoffenfive character, was the 

• Flor. Wigorn. p. 636. t Hoveden, p. 453· Diceto, p. 482. Knyghton, p. 2345• 
A!lglia Sacra, vol. i, p. 5• 6. · YpodA Ne.uft. p. 438. 

t Hoveden, p. 453· M. Weft. p. zzfi. Flor. Wig. p 636. II Dicet(}, p. 482 • 
. § Hoveden, p. 4SZ· M. Weft. p. zz6. M. Paris, p. 5· Anglia Sacra, vol. i. p .• 249 .. 

* only 
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only Englilh prelate who efcaped this general profcription *, and remained in 
potreffion of his dignity. Aldred, archbi!hop of York, who had fee the crown 
on William's head, had died a little before of forrow and vexation, and had left 
his malediCtion to that prince, on account of the breach of his coronati0n-oath,. 
and of the extreme tyranny, with which he faw he was determined to treat hi.s 

Engli!h fubjeEts :1:· 
IT was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as in fome of the fubfequent, that· 

no native of the ifland !hould ever be advanced to any dignity, ecclefiaftical, ci
vil, or miLitary 11; and the King therefore, upon Stigand's depofition, promoted 
Lanfranc, a Milanefe monk, celebrated for his· learning and piety, to the vacant 
fee§. This prelate was very rigid in defending the premgatives of his ftation; 
and after a long procef~ before the Pope, he obliged Thomas, a Norman monk, 
who had been-appoimtd to the fee ofYork, to acknowledge the primacy of the 
archbifhop of Canterbury+· Where ambition can be fo happy as to cover its 
attempts, even to the· perfon himfelf, under the appearance of principle, it is the 
mofl: incurable and inflexible of all human paffions. l-ienee Lanfranc's zeal to 
promote the interefl:s ot the papacy, by which he himfelf augmented h!s own au~ 
thorit.y, was indefatigable *; and met with proporti,,nable fuccefs. The devoted 
attachment to Rome continually increafed in England ; and being favoured by 
·the fentiments of the conquerors, as well as by. the monafric · eflabli!hrnents-for· 
merly introduced by Edred, and fettled by Edgar, it foon reached the fame 
height, at which, during.fome time, it bad ftood in France and Italy t~ It af• 
terwards went much farther; being favoured by that very remot-e fituation, which 

had at firft obftrutl:ed its progrefs; and being lefs checked by knowledge and a. 
liberal education, which were· frill fomewhat more common in the fouthern coun .... 
tries. 

• Brompton relates, that. W ulffan was alfo deprived by the fynod; but refufing to deliver his paf~· 
total fraff and ring to any but the perfon from whom he lirfl: received it, he went immediately to King : 
Edward's tomb, and ftuck the fraff fo deep1y into the ftone, that none but himfelf was able to pull it 
()Ut: Upon which he was allowed to keep his bifhopric ... This inftance may ferve, inll:ead of many; 
as a fpecimen.of the monkiih miracles. See alfo.-the Annals (,}f Burton, p. 284 •. 

:1: MalmeC. de gefr. Pont. p. 15 4· I~, In gulf, p 70, 71. 
§ Order. Vital. p. 519· Hheden, p. 453· Flor. Wig. p. 636. Sim. Dun. p. zoz.: Diceto:». 

p. 483. 
+ Chron, Sax. p. 17·5, 176.. Ingulf, p. 9z. M. Paris, p. 6. Diceto, p. 48.4. Brompton,_ 

p. 970, 971, 97 z. Spel. Cone. vol. ii. P• 5· * Selden in Fleta, cap. 6. 
t M. Weft. p. 228. Lanfranc wrote in defence of the real prefence againft Berengarius; and in... 

thofe ages of fiGpidity and ignorance,. he was greatly applaud.ed for that perf0rmance. 

T.at 

Chap:- tV'. 
1070· 



Chap. IV. 
·J070· 

H I S T 0 R Y oF E N· G L A N D. 

THE prevalence of this [l,lpedl:itious fpirit became very dangerous tc;> fame of 
Vvilliam's fucc;efiors, and very incommodious to moft of them ; but the arbitrary 
power of this King over the Englifh, and his extenfive authority over the fo
reigners, kept him from feeling any prefent inconveniencies from it. He retajn
ed the church in great fubjeB:ion, as well as his lay fubjeB:s ; and would allow 
none, of whatever charaCter, to difpute his fovereign will and pleafure. He pro
hibited his fubjeCl:s to acknowledg~ any one for Pope whom he himfelf had not 
previouny received: He required, that all the ecclefiaftical ca.nons, voted in any 
fynod, :fhould firft be laid before him, and be ratified by his authority : Even 
bLills or letters from Rome, before they were produced, muft receive the fJme 
fanCl:ion: And none of his miniflers or barons, whatever offences they were 
guilty of, mufl be fubjeB:ed to fpiritual cenfures, till he himfelf had given his 
confent to their excommunication *. Thefe regulations were worthy of a fove
reign, and kept united the civil and ecclefiaftical powers, which the principles 
introduced by this prince had an immediate tendency to feparate. 

BuT the Engli:fh had the cruel mortificationto find, that their King's authority, 
however acquired or however extended, was all employed to their oppreffion ; and 
that the fcheme of their fubjection, attended with every circumftance of infult and 
indignity t, was deliberately formed by the prince, and wantonly profecuted by 
his followers :j:. William had even entertained the difficult projeCt of totally abo
lifhing the Engli:fh language; and, for that purpofe, he ordered, that in all the 
fchools throughout the kingdom, the youth :fhould be inftruCted in the French 
tongue, a praB:ice which was continued from cuftom till ~fter the reign of Ed
ward III. and was never indeed totally difcontinued in England. The pleadings 
in the fupreme_ courts. of judicature were in. French 11: The deeds were often 
drawn in the fame language: The laws were compofed in that idiom §: No 
other tongue was ufed at court: It became the language of all fafhionable facie
ties; and the Englith themfelves, afhamed of their own cotmtry, affeCted to ex
cel in that foreign dialect. From this attention of William, and from the great 
foreign dominions, long annexed to the crown of England, proceeded that great 
mixture of French, which is at prefent to be found in the Englilh tongue, and 
which compofes the greateft and beft part of our language. But amidft thefe en
deavours to deprefs the Englifh nation; the King, moved by the remonftrances 
of fame of his prelates, and by the earneft defires of the people, reflored a few 

* Eadmer, p. 6. t Order. Vital. p. 523· H. Hunr. p. 370. t Ingulf, p. 71. 
II 36 Edw. III. cap. 15. Eelden, Spicile.g. ad Eadmer, p. 189. Fortefcue de laud. de leg. Angl; 

):ap. 48. § Ingulf, p. 7 I, 88. Chron. Rothom. A. D. xo66. • 

of 
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'Of the laws of King Edward*; which, tho' feemingly of no great confequence 
towards the protection of general liberty, gave them extreme fatisfafrion, as a 
memorial of their antient government, and an unufual mark of complaifance in 
their imperious conquerors t. 

THE fituation of the two great earls, Morcar and Edwin, became now very 
.Oifagreeable. Tho' they had retained their allegiance, during the general infur
reB:ion of their countrymen, they had not gained the King's confidence, and they 
found themfelves expofed to the malignity of the courtiers, who envied them on 
account of their opulence and greatnefs, and at the fame time involved them in 
that general contempt which they bore the Englifu. Senfib!e that they had en
tirely loft their dignity, and could not even hope to remain long in fafety ; they 
determined, tho' too late, to run the fame hazard with their countrymen t; and 
while Edwin retired to his eftate in the north, with a view of commencing an in
furrettion, Morcar took fhelter in the Ine of Ely with the brave Hereward, who, 
fecured by the inacceffible fituation of that place, frill defended himfelf againft 
the Normans n. But this attempt ferved only to accelerate the ruin of the few 
Englifh, who had hitherto been able to preferve their rank or fortune during the 
pafr convulfions. William employed all his endeavours to fL1bdue the li1e of Ely; 
and having furrounded it with flat-bottomed boats, and made a caufeway thro' 

the moraffes for the extent of two miles, he obliged the rebels to furrender at 
difcretion §. Hereward alone forced his way, fword in hand, thro' the enemy:; 
-and frill continued his hofrilities by fea againfr the Normans, til I at Iafi: Wil
liam, charmed with his bravery, received him into favour, and refi:ored him 
to his eftate. Earl Morcar, and Egelwin, bifhop of Durham, who had joined 
the malecontents, were thrown into prifon, and the latter foon after died in con-

• Ingulf, p. SS. Brompton, p. 982. Knygbton, p. 2355· Hov-eden, p. 6oo. 
t What thefe laws were of Edward the Confeffor, which the Engl fh, every reign during a cen

tttry and a half, defired fo paffionatcly to have reftored, is much difputed by antiquarians, and our ig
norance of them feems one of the greateft defeCls in the antient Englifi:1 hifi:ory. The colletlion of 
laws in Wilkins, which pafs under the name of Edward, are plainly a pofl:erior and an ignorant com
pilation. Thofe to be fou~ in Ingulf are genuine; hut fo imperfeCt. and contain fo few claufes fa
vourable to the fubjea, that we fee no great reafon for contending for them fo vehemently. It is 
·probable, that the Englifh meant the common law, as it prevailed during the reign of Edward ; which. 
-we may conjecture to have been moTe indulgent to liberfy than the Norman infiitntions. The moft 

material articles of it were comprehended in Magna Charta. 

J Sim. Dun. p. 203. Brompton, p. 9'i9. Kriyghton, P• 2347· 
j[ Hoveden, p. 454· Alur. Bever}. p. 131. 

; Chron. Sax. p. r8t. Hoveden, p. 454· M. Well:, po 227. Flor. Wig. p. ·637· M. Paris, 

l'· 5· Sim. Dun. p. zoa. Alur. Bever!. p. IJI· 
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finement *. Edwin, attempting to make his efcape into Scotland, was betrayed 
by fome of his followers; and was killed by a party of Normans, to the great 
affliction of the Englifh, and even to that of William, who paid a tribute of ge
nerous tears to the memory of this gallant and beautiful youth t. The King of 
Scotland, in hopes of profiting by thefe convulfions, had fallen upon the north
ern counties; but on the approach of Will~am, he retired ; and when the King 
entered his country, he was glad to make peace, and to pay the ufual homage to 
the Engli!h crown :f:. To complete the King's profperity, Edgar Atheling him
felf, defpairing of fuccefs, and weary of a fugitive life, fubmitted to his enemy; 
and receiving a handfome allowance, was permitted to live in England unmo~ 
lefled 11. But thefe acts· of generofity towards the leaders were difgraced, as ufuaJ, 
by William's rigour againrt the inferior malecontents. He ordered the hands to 
be I opt off, and the eyes to be ·put our, of many of the prifopers, whom he had 
taken in the !fie of Ely; and he fent them in that rniferable condition thro' the 
country, as monuments of his feverity § .. 

THE province of Maine in France had, by the will of Herbert, the laft count, 
fallen under the dominion of William fame years before his conqueft of Eng
land ; but the inhabitants, diifatisfied with the Nor man government, and infti
gated by Fulk, count of Anjou, who had fome pretenfions to the fucceffion, had 
rifen in rebellion, and expelled the magiftrates, whom the King had placed over 
them, The full fettiement of England now afforded him leifure to punifh thi'S 
infult on his authority; but being unwilling to remove his Norman forces from 
this ifiand, he carried over a confiderable army, compofed almoft entirely of 
Englifh +, and after joining them to fome troops levied in Normandy, he enter
ed the revolted province. The Englifh appeared ambitious of diflingurthing 
themfelves on this occafion, and of recovering that character of valour, which 
had long been national among them ; but which their late eafy fubjection under 
the Normans had fomewhat degraded and obfeured. Perhaps too they hoped, 
by their zeal and acti viry, to recover the confidence of their fov·ereign, as their 
anceflors had formerly, by like means, gained the affeCtions of Canute; and to 
conquer his inveterate prejudices in favour of his own countrymen. The King"s 
military conduct, feconded by fuch brave troops, foon overcame all oppoficion in. 

* Flor. Wi;. p. 637. Sim, Dun. p. 203. 
t Order. Vital. p. 521. Chr.on. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 48. 

t Chron. de Mailr. p. 160. Hoveden, p. 4)4·. M. Weft. p. 227. 
Burgo, p. 48. M. Paris, p. 5· 

H Chron. de Mailr. p. 160. Malmef. p. 103. Hoveden, p. 452.' 
P:uis, p. )· § Hoveden, p. 454· Sim. Dun. p 203. 

Chron. Abb. St •. Petri de 

Flor. Wig. p. 638. M. 
+ Chron. Sax. p. r8.z. 

Maine:: 



w I L L I A M T H E c 0 N Q...U E R 0 R. 

Maine: The inhabitants were obliged to fubmit, and the count of An1ou relin- Ch rv :J ap. • 
quifh his pretenfions. 1073. 

'· 

BuT during thefe tranfaB:ions, the government of England was greatly dif- 1074. 

turbed ; and that too by thofe very foreigners, who owed every thing to the 1 r n· 
. • nlllrreuiOR 

Kmg's bounty, and who were the fole obJect of his friendfhip and regard. The of the Nor-

chieftains, who had engaged with the duke of Normandy in the conquefi: of Eng- man barons_ 

land, were endowed with the moft independant fpirit; and tho' they obeyed 
their leader in the field, they would have regarded with difdain the richeft acqui-
fitions, had they been required, in return, to fubmit, in their civil government, 
to the arbitrary will of one man. But the imperious character of William, en-
couraged by his abfolute dominion over the Englifh, and often impelled by the 
neceffity of his affairs, had prompted him to ftretch his authority over the Nor-
mans themfelves, beyond what the free genius of that victorious people could 
eafily bear. The difcontents were become very general among thofe haughty 
nobles; and even Roger, earl of Hereford, fon and heir of Fitz-Ofberne, the 
King's chief favourite, was ftrongly infected by them. This nobleman, intend-
ing to marry his fifter to Ralph de Guader, .earl of Norfolk, had thought it his 
duty to inform the King of his purpofe, and to defire the royal confent; but 
meeting with a refufal, he proceeded neverthelefs to finifh the nuptials, and af-
fembled all his friends, and tho(e of Guader, to attend the folemniry *. The 
two earls, difgufted with the denial of their requeft, and dreading William's re-
fentment for their difobedience, here prepared matters for a revolt; and during 
the gaiety of the feftival, while the company was heated with wine, they opened 
the defign to their guefrs. They inveighed againft the arbitrary conduct of the 
King; his tyranny towards the Englifh, whom they affected on this occafion to 
commiferate; his imperious behaviour to his barons of the nobleft birth; and 
his apparent intention of reducing the vitl:ors and the vanquilhed to a like igno-
minious fervitude t. Amidfr their complaints, the indignity of fubmitting to a 
baftard :1: was not forgot; the certain profpect of fuccefs in a revolt, by the af-
fift:ance of the Danes and the difcontented Englifh, was infifted on ; and the 
whole company, inflamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed by the jollity of 
the entertainment, entered, by a folemn engagement, into the defign of ihaking 
off the royal authority 11. Even earl \Valtheof, who was prefent, inconfide-

* W. Malm. p. 104. Flor. Wig. p. 638. Diceto, p. 486. Brompton, p. 9:-4· 
t Order. Vital. p. 5 34• M. Paris, p. 7· 
t William was fo little afhamed of his birth, that he aJTumed the appellation of ba!brd icJ fome of 

his letters and charters. Spellm. GloJT. in verb. Bajlardus. Camden in Ricb?llondjhire. 
N i\1almef. p. lOf· H. Hunt. p. 369. Ho·,·edcn, p. 456. 
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rately exprelfed his approbation of the confpiracy,. and promifed his concurrence· 
towards its fuccefs *. 

THIS nobleman, the laft of the Englifh who, for fome generations, poffelfed 
any power or authority, had, after his capitulation at York, been received int() 
favour by the Conqueror, had even married Judith, niece to that prince, and had 
been promoted to the earldoms of Huntington and Northampton t. Cofpatric. 
earl of Northumberland, having, on fome new difguft from William, retired into 
Scotland, where he received the earldom of Dunbar from the bounty of Mal
colm; Walcheof was appointed his fucceffor in that important command, and 
feemed frill to pofiHs the confidence and friendfhip of his fovereign t. But as 
he was a man of generous principles, a.nd loved his country, it is probable, that 
the tyranny exercifed over the Englifh lay heavy upon his mind:, and deftroyed 
all the fatisfaEtion which he could reap from his own grandeur and advancement; 
When a profpea, therefore, was opened (f retrie·ring their liberty, he haftily. 
embraced it; while the fumes of the liquor, and the ardour of the company, pre
vented him from reflecting on the confeqmnces of that rafb attempt. But after 
his cool judgment returned, he forefaw, that the confpiracy of thefe difcomented 
barons was not likely to prove fucce[.,ful againft the eftabliihed power of Wil
liam; or if it: did, that the !lavery o£ the Englifh, inftead of being alleviated by 
that event, would become more grievous, under a multitt1de of _foreign leaders-1 

factious and ambitious, whofe union or difcord would be equally oppreffive to the 
people. Tormented with thefe reHections,. he opened his mirrd to his wif.e, Judith, 
of w hofe fide I ity he entertained no f ufpicion, but who, having fecretl y fixed her 
affeCtions on another, took this opportunity of ruining her eafy and credulol.ls 
hufband. She conveyed intelligence of the confpiracy to the King, and aggravated 
every circumftance, which, fhe believed, would tend· to enrage him againft Wa!
t~eof, and render him abfolutely imptacJble 1!. Meanwhile, the Earl, frill un· 
fatisfied with regard to the pare which he fhould act, difcovered the fecret in 
confeffion § to Lanfranc, on whofe probity and j'udgment he had a great re
liance ; and was perfuaded by the prelate, that he owed no fidelity to thofe re
bellious barons, who had by furprife gained his confent to· a crime; that his firft 
duty was to ~is fovereign and benefactor, his next to himfdf and his family; and 
that if he feized not the opportunity of making atonement for his guilt, by re
vealing it, the temerity of the confpirators was fa great, that they would give 

* Chroq. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 49• Diceto, p. 486. 
t Order. Vital. p. pz. Hoveden, p. 454· t Sim, Dun. p. zo~. 11 Order. Vital. p. 536. 
§ Ingulf, P· 72. Hoveden, p. 456. Diceto, p. 486. Brompton, p. 974• Alur. Beverl. p. 1 j+• 

Ypod. Neuft. p. 439· 
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fome other perfon the means of acquiring the merit of the difcovery. Waltheof, 
convinced by thefe arguments, went over to Normandy *; but,. tho' he was 
well received by the King, and thanked for his fidelity, the account previoufiy 
eonveyed by Judith had funk deep into WiHiam's mind, and defhoyed all the 
merit of her hufband's repentance. 

THE confpirators, hearing of WaltheoP's departure, immediately concluded 
their defigns to be betrayed ; and they flew to arms, before their fchemes were 
ripe for execution, and before the arrival of the Danes, in whofe aid they placed 
their chief confidence. The earl of Hereford was checked by 'vValter de Lacy~ 
a great baron in thofe parts, who, fupported by the bilhop of Worcefter and' 
the abbot of Evefham, raifed fome forces, and prevented the earl from paffing 
the Severne, or advancing into the heart of th<t kingdom t. The earl of Not
folk was defeated at Fagad.un,. near Cambridge, by Odo, the ·regenr, affifted by 
Richard de Bienfaite, and William de WarrennC', the two jufticiaries of the 
kingdom :f:. The prifoners taken _in this aCtion had their right foot cut off,_. as a 
puniihment of their treafon : The earl himfelf efcaped to Norwich, thence to 
Denmark;. where the Daniih fleet) who -had made an unfuccefsfol atrempt upon· 
the coaft of' England 11, foon after arrived, and informed him, that all his con-· 
federates· were- fuppreifed, and were either killed, fled, or taken prifoners §. 
Ralph retired in defpair to Britanny,. where' he po!feffed a..Jarge eftate, and noble· 
jprifJi8.:ions +· 

THE King, who haftened over to England, in order to fupprefs the inrdrrec..
tron, found, that nothing remained but the puniiliment :of the criminals, which' 
he executed with great feverity. Many of the rebels were hanged;. fome· had 
,their eyes put out ; others their hands cnt off*. BCJt William, agreeable to his 
ufual maxims, fhowed more lenity to the leader, the earl of. Hereford, .who waS"; 
only condemned to a forfeiture of his eftate, and to imprifonment during the 
King's pleaftJre. The King feemed even difpofed to remit this lafi:. part ·of the· 
punifhment; had not· Roger-, by a frefh infoience, provoked him to render his·· 
confinement perpetual t. But Waltheof, being an Engli!hman, was not treated~ 

• Malme(. p. 105. Hoveden, p. +56. Flor. Wig. p. 638. 
t Hoveden, p. 456: Flor. Wig. p. 63S~ Diceto, p. 486. 
:1; Order. Vital. p. 535. Hoveden, p. 456. I! Chron. Sax. p. 183. M: ·Pari:, p:'J.-
§ Many of the fugitive Nonm,ms are thought to have fted into Scotlan.d; where they were protetl:ed, , 

as well as the fugitive Englifh, by Malcolm. Whence..come ~he· .many Fren-ch and Norman families, 
which are found at prefent in that country. 

+ Order. Vital. p. 53~· Hoveden, p. 457· 
• Chron. Sax. p. 183. H. Hunt. p. 369. HoVtden, p. 457· Diceto, p. 486: Brompton~ p. 974· 
t Order. Vital. p. 535• Mai.;llef, p. IO), 
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Chap. IV. with fo much humanity, tho' his guilt, which was always much inferior to that 
10

75· of the other confpirators, was atoned for by a very early repentance and .return to 
his duty. William, inftigated by his niece, as well a!> by his rapacious courtiers, 
who longed for fo rich a. forfeiture, .ordered him to be tried, c~ndemned, and 

:z9th April. executed*. The Englifh, who confidered this nobleman as the I aft refource of 
their nation, grievouily lame~ted his fate, and fancied that miracJes were wrought 
by his reliques, as a teftimony of his innocence and fanB:ity t. _The infamous 
Judith, falling foon after under the King's difpleafure, was abandoned by all the 
world, and paffed the reft of her life in contempt, remorfe, and mifery :f:. 

NoTHING remained to complete William's fatisfaB:ion but the punifhment of 
Ralph de Guader; and he haftened over to Normandy, in order to gratify his 
vengeance on that criminal. But tho' the conteft feemed very unequal between 
that nobleman and the King of England, Ralph was fo well defended, both by 
the earl of Britanny and the King of France, that William, after befieging him 
for fome time in Dol, was obliged to abandon the enterprize, and make with 
thofe powerful princes a peace, in which Ralph himfelf was incluped II· Eng
land, during his abft:nce, remained in tranquillity; and nothing remarkable oc· 
curred, except two eccleliaftical fynods, which were fummoned, one at London, 
another at Winchefter. In the former, the precedency among the epifcopal fees 
was fettled, and the feat of fome of them was removed from fmall villages to the 
rnoft confiderable town within the diocefe §. In the fecond was tranfaB:ed a bufi· 
nefs of fome more importance. 

to76. TnE induftry and perfeverance are furprifing, with which the Popes had been 
Difputeabout treafuring up powers and pretenfions during fo many ages of ignorance ; while 
invefl:itures. each pontiff employed every fraud for advancing purpofes of imaginary piety' 

and cheri.fhed all claims which might turn to the advantage of his fucceffors, tho' 
he himfelf could not expetl:: ever to reap any benefit from them. All this im
menfe ftore of fpiritual and civil authority was now devolved on Gregory VII. of 
the name of Hildebrand, the moil: enterprizing pontiff who had ever filled that 
chair, and the leaft reftrained by fear, ·decency, or moderation. Not contented 
with fhaking off the yoke of the Emperors, who had hitherto exercifed the power 
of appointing the Pope on every vacancy, or at leaft of ratifying his election; he 
undertook the arduous ta{k of disjoining entirely the ecclefiaftical from the civil 
power, and of excluding profane laymen from the right, which they had affu-

.,. Order. Vital. p. 536. Hoveden, p. 457· t Order. Vital. p. 543· MJ!m. p. IOf. 

:1: Ingulf, p. 72, 73· ~ Chron. Sax. p. 183. Chron.de Mailr. p. 160. H. Hunt. p. 369. 
Hoveden, p. 457· M. Paris, p. 7• § Ingulf, p. 93• Brompton, P• 975· 
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med, of filling the vacancies of bilhoprics, abbies, and other fpiritual dignities*. 
The fovereigns, who had long exercifed this power, and who had attained it, 
n~t by encroachments on the church, but on the people, to whom it originallr 

belonged t, made great oppofition to this claim of the court of Rome; and 
~enry IV. the prefent Emperor, defended the prerogative of his crown with a 
vi&our and refolution fuitable to its importance. The few offices, either civil or 
military, which the feudal inftitutions left the fovereign the power of beftowing, 
made the prerogative of conferring the paftoral ring and ftaff the mofl: invaluable 
jewel of the royal dia iem ; efpecially as the general ignorance of the age beftowed 
a weight on the ecclefiafiical offices, even beyond the great extent of power and 
property which belonged to them. Superftition, the child of ignorance, inveft
ed the clergy with an authority almoft facred; and as they poffeffed the little 
learning of the age, their interpofition became requifite in all civil bufinefs, and 
a real ufefulnefs in common life was thus fuperadded to the fpiritual fanCt:ity of 
their charaCter. 

WHEN the ufurpations, therefore, of the church had come to (uch a maturity 
as to embolden her to attempt extorting the right of inveftitures from the tem
poral power, Europe, efpecially Italy and Germany, was thrown into the mofr 
violent convulfions,. and the Pope and Emperor waged implacable war againfr 
each other. Gregory even dared to fulminate the fentence of excommunication 
againft Henry and his adherents, to _pronounce him rightfulty depofed, to free 
his fubjeB:s from their oaths of allegiance; and inftead of fhocking mankind with 
this grofs encroachment on the civil authority, he found the ftupid people ready
to fecond h:s moft exorbitant pretenfions. Every miniller, fervant, or vaffal of 
the Emperor, who received any difguft, covered his rebellion under the pretence 
of principle; and even the mother of this monarch, forgetting all the ties of na
ture, was fednced to countenance the infolence of his enemies. Princes them
felves, unattemive to the pernicious confequences of tbefe papal claims, emplor
ed them for their prefent purpofes; and the controverfy, fpreading into every 
city of Italy, engendered the parties of Guelf and Ghibbelin ; the moft durable 
and inveterate faCtions that ever arofe from the mixture of ambition and fuper
ftition. Befides numberlefs affaffinations, tumults, and convulfions, to which 
they gave rife, it is computed that the quarrel occafioned no lefs than fixty bat
tles in the re-ign of Henry IV. and eighteen in tha~: of his ii.JCceffor, Henry V. 
when the claims of the fovereign pontiff finally prevailed :f:. 

* L'Abbe Cone. tom. x. p. 371, 372. con. z, 
t Padre Paolo, ibid. p. 113. 
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BuT the bold fpirit of Gregory, not difmayed with the vigorous ·oppofition_. 
which he met with from the Emperor, extended his ufmpations all over Europe.; 
and well knowing the nature of mankind, whofe aftoniihment ever inclines them 
rto yield to the moft impudent pretenfions, he feemed determined toE fet no bounds 
to the fpiritual, or rather temporal monarchy, which he had undertaken to erect. 
He pronounced the fentence of excommunication againfr Nicephorus, Emperor 

·of the Eafr: Robert Guifcard, the adventmous Norman, who had acquired the 
dominion of Naples, was.attacked by the fame dangerous weapon: He degraded 
Boleilas, King of Poland, from the rank of King; and even deprived Poland 
of the title of a kingdom : He attempted to treat Philip, King of France, with 
the fame rigour, which he had employed againft the Emperor*: He pretended 
to the entire property and dominion of Spain; and he fhared it out amongft 
adventurers, who undertook to conquer it from the Saracens, and to hold it ilt 
·vaffalage of the fee af Rome t : Even the Chrifrian bifhops, on whofe aid he 
relied in fubduing the temporal princes, faw that he was determined to reduce 
··them to fervitude; and by affuming the whole legiilative aad judicial power of 
:the church, to concenter all authority in the fovereign pontiff :f:. 

WILLIAM the Conqueror, the moft potent, the moll haughty, and the moft: 
-vigorous prince .in Europe, was not, amidfr all his fplmdid fucce1fes, fecured 
from the attacks of this enterprizing prelate. Gregory wrote him a letter, re
quiring him to fulfil his promife in doing homage for the kingdom of Eng1and 
·to the fee of Rome, and to fend him over th1t tribute, which all his predeceffors 
had been accufromed to pay to the vicar of Chrill. By the tribute, he meant 
Peter's pence; which, tho' at firft a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, 
was interpreted, according to the ufual practice of the Romilh court, to be a 
badge of fubjection acknowledged by the kingdom. WiHiam replied,- that the 
money !hould be remitted as ufual ; but that he neither had promifed to do ho
mage to Rome, nor was it in the leafl: his purpoie to impofe that fervitude on his 
ftate 11. And the better to !how Gregory his independance, he refufed, notwith
ftanding the frequent complaints of the Pope., the Engliih bi!hops liberty to at-
tend a general council, which that pontiff had fummoned againft his enemies. 

BuT tho' the King lhowed this vigour in fupporting the royal dignity, he was 
infected with the general fuperfrition of the age, and ·he did not difcover the am
,bitious fcope of.thofe infl.itutions, which, under the cover of llricrnefs in religon, 

* Epift. Greg. XH .. epifr. p, 35· lib. z. epifr. 5· 
t Epift. Greg. VU. lib. 1. epift. 7· 1- Greg. Epifr. lib. 2. epift. 55· 
11 SpiLeg. Seldeni ad .Eadmer, p. 164. 
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were introduced or promoted by the Roman pontiff, Gregory, while he was Chap. IV. 

throwing all Europe into combuftion by his violence and impoftu.res, affected ·an 107
6
• 

anxious care for the purity of rnanr~ers ; and even the chafte pleafures of the 
marriage- bed were inconfiftent, in his opinion, with the fanCtity of the facerdotal 
charaCter. He had i!fued a decree prohibiting the marriage of priefts, excom
municating all clergymen who retained their wives, declaring all fuch unlawful 
commerce to be fornication, and rendering it criminal in the laity to attend di-
vine wodhip when fuch profane priefls officiated at the altar*. This point was 
a great objeCt in the politics of the Romifh court ; and it coft them infinitely 
more pains to eftablifu it, than the propagation of any fpeculative abfurdity, 
which they had ever attempted to introduce. Many fynods were fummoned in 
different parts of Europe, before it was finally fettled; and it was there con-
ftantly remarked, that the younger clergymen complied chearfully with the Pope's 
decrees in this particular, and that the chief reluCtance appeared in thofe who were 
more advanced in years : An event fo little conformable to men's firft expeCtations, 
that it could not fail to be gloifed on, even in that blind and fuperflitious age. 
William allowed the Pope's legate to aifemble, in his abfence, a fynod at Winche-
fl:er, in order to fettle the celibacy of the clergy ; but the church of England could 
not yet be carried the whole length expected ; and the fynod was content with de
creeing, that t~e bifhops fuould not thenceforth ordain any priefis or deacons 
without exaCting from them a promife of celibacy; but that none, except thofe 
who belonged to collegiate or cathedral churches, fhould be obliged to feparate 
from their wives. 

THE King paffed fame years in Normandy; but his long refidence there was Revolt of 

not entirely owing to his declared preference of that dutchy: His prefence was princeRobert. 

alfo neceffary for compoG.ng thofe difturbances, which had arifen in that favourite 
territory, ~nd which had even originally proceeded from his own family. Robert, 
his eldeft fon, firnamed Gambaron or Courthofe, from his ibort legs, was a 
prince, who inherited all the bravery of his family and nation ; but without that 
policy and diffimulation, by which his father was fo much diftioguifued ; and 
which, no lefs than his military valor, had contributed to his great fucce!fes. 
Greedy·of fame, impatient of contradiCtion, without referve in his friendfhips, 
declared in his enmities, this prince could endure no controul even from his im-
perious father, and openly afpired to that independance, to which his temper, as 
well as fome circumftances in his !i~uation, ftrongly invited him t. When Wil-
liam firft received the fubmiffions of the province of Maine, he had promifed the 

* Hoveden,p.-455· 457· Flor. Wigorn. p.638. Spell, Concil. fol. 13. A.D. 1076. 
t Order. Vital. p. 545• Hc\·eden, p. 457· Flor. Wigorn. F· 639. 
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inhabitants that Robert lhould be their prince ; and before he undertook the ex
pedition againft England, he had, on the application of the French court, decla
red him his fuccelfor in Normandy, and had obliged the barons of that dutchy to 
do him homage as their future fovereign. By this artifice, he had endeavoured to 

appeafe the jealoufy of his neighbours, as atfording them a profpect of feparating 
England from his dominions on the c9ntinent;. but when Robert demanded of 
him the execution of thefe engagements, he gave him an abfolute refufal, and told 
him, according to the homely faying, that he never intended to throw off his 
cloaths, till he went to bed *. Robert openly declared his difcontent ; and was 
fufpetted of fecretly iniligating the King of Franc:;e and the earl of Brittanny to 
the oppofition which they made to William, and which had formerly fruftrated 
his attempts upon the town of Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, Ro_ 
bert proceeded to entertain a ftrongjealoufy of his two futviving brothers, William 
and Henry, (for Richard was killed in hunting by a ftag) who, by greater fub
miffion and complaifance, had acquired the affections of their father. In this 
difpofition, the greateft trifle fufficed to produce a rupture between them. 

THE three princes, refiding with their father in the caftle of i' Aigle in Nor
mandy, were one day engaged in fport together; and after much frolic, the two 
younger took it in their head to throw over fome water on Robert as he paired 
thro' the court on leaving their apartment t; a pafrime which he would naturally 
have regarded as innocent, had it not been for the fuggefrions of Alberic. de 
Grentmefnil, fon of that Hugh de Grentmefnil, whom William had formerly 
deprived of his fortunes, when that baron deferted him during his greateft diffi
culties in England. This young nobleman, mindful of the injury, perfuaded 
the prince, that this atl:ion was meant as a public affront, which it behoved him 
in honour to refent; and the choleric Robert, drawwg his fword, ran up ftairs, 
with an intention of taking revenge on his brothers t. The whole cafile was full 
of tumult, which the King himfelf, who haftened ,from his apartment, found 
fome difficulty to appeafe. But he could by no means appeaf~ the refentment of 
his eldcft/ fan, who, complaining of his partiality, and fancying that no proper 
atonement had been made him for the infult, left the court that very evening, 
and hafrened to Roi.ien, with an intention of feizing the citadel of that place 11. 
But being difappo1nted in this view by the precaution and vigilance of Roger de 
Ivery, the governor, he fled to Hugh de Neufchate1, a powerful Norman ba
ron, who gave him protection in his caftles; and he openly levied war againfl: 
his father §. The popular character of the prince-, and a fy n1 pathy in ma-nners, 

"' Chr>n. c'e Iv1ailr. p. 16o. t Order. Vital. p. 54S· t Ibid. 
~ Order. Vital. p. 545• Eo\'eden, f· 457· Sim. Dun. p. zxo. Dketo, p. 4-87. 
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engaged all the young nobility of Normandy and Maine, as well as of Anjou and 
Brittanny, to take part with him; and it was fufpected, that Matilda, his mo
ther, whofe favourite he was, fupporred him in his rebellion by fecret remittances 
of money, and by the encouragement, which !he gave his partizans. 

' 

ALL the hereditary provinces of William, as well as his family, were during 
feveral years thrown into convulfion by this war; and he was at !aft obliged to 
have recourfe to England, where that fpecies of military government, which he 
had eftablilhed, gav~ him greater authority than the andent feudal infl:itutions 
permitted him to exercife in ;Normandy. He called over an army of Engli!h 
llnder his antient captains, who foon expelled Robert and his adherents from their 
retreats, and reftored the fovereign's authority in all his dominions. The young 
prince was obliged to take fhelter in the caftle of Gerberoy in the Beauvoifis, 
which the King of France, who fecretly fomented all thefe difcords, had pro· 
vided for him. In this fortrefs he was clofely befieged by his father, againll: whom, 
having a ftrong garrifon, he made a gallant defence. There paft under the walls 
of this place many rencounters, which refembled more the fingle combats of chi
valry, than the military aCtions of armies; but one of them was remarkable for 
its circumftances and its event. Robert happened to encounter with the King, 
who was concealed by his helmet; and both being valiant, a fierce combat en
fued, till at laO: the young prince wounded his father in the arm, and threw him 
from his horfe. Calling for affiftanc~, his voice difcovered him to his fon; who 
il:ruck with. remorfe for his paft crime, and aftonilhed with the apprehenfions 
of one much greater, which he had fo nearly incurred, inftantly threw himfelf at 
his father's feet, craved pardon for his offences, and offered to purchafe forgive
nefs by any atonement*. The refentment, harboured by William, was fo invete· 
rate, that he did not immediately correfpond to this dutiful fubmiffion of his 
fon with like tendernefs ; but giving him his malediction, departed for his 
own camp, on Robert's horfe, which th@t prince had ailifted him to mount t. 
He foon after raifed the fiege, and marched with his army to Normandy ; where 
the interpofition of the ~een and other common friends brought .about a recon
cilement, which was probably not a little forwarded by the generoGty of the 
fan's behaviour in this action, and by the returning fenfe of his pail: mifconduct. 
The King feemed fo fully appeafed, that he even carried over Robert with him 
into England ; where he intrufted him to repel an inroad of Malcolm Kiqg of 

• Malmef. p. to6. H. Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, p. 4S7· Flor. Wig. p. 639· Sim. Dun. 
p. z~o. Diceto, p. 487. Knyghton, p. 2351. Alur. Bever!. p. 135· 

t H. Hunt. p. 369. Hovedev, p. 457· M. Paris, p. 7· Ypod, Neuil:. p. 439· 
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Scots, and to retaliate by a like inroad into that country. The Englifli pnnce· 
was fuccefsful, and obliged the enemy to make fubmiffions. The Wellb, un· 
able to refifl: William's power, were, about the fame. time, neceffitated to make 
f.atisfaction for their incurfions *. ; and every thing was reduced to a full tranquil. 
lity in this iiland. 

THIS ftate of affairs gave William leifure to begin and finiili an undertaking,. 
which proves his great and extenfive genius, and does honour to his memory i. 

It was a general furvey of all the lands in the kingdom, their extent in each dif
tritl, their proprietors, tenures,. value; the quantity of meadow, pafture,.wood," 
and arable land, which they contained ; and in fome counties· the number of 
tenants, cottagers, and fTaves of a!! denominations, ·\vho lived upon them. He 
appointed commiffioners for this purpofe, w-ho entered every particular in their 
regifter by the verdict of juries; and after a labour of fix years (for the work was 
fo long in. finifhing) brought him an exact account of all the landed property of 
his kingdom t. This monument,. called Domefday-book, the moft valuable 
piece of antiquity, poffdfed by any nation, is ftill preferved in the Exchequer ;. 
and tho' only fame extracts of it have hitherto been publiilied, it ferves to illuftrate 
to us in many particulars the antient ftate of England. The great Alfred had 
finifhed a like furvey of the kingdom in his time, which was long kept at Win
chefter, and which probably ferved as a model to William in this undertaking :f: .• 

THE King was naturally a great reconomiil:; and tho' no prince had ever· 
been fo bountiful to his officers and fervanrs, it was merely becaufe he had ren· 
dered himfelf univerfal proprietor of England, and had a whole l{i.ngdom to be-
ftow. He referved a very ample revenue for the crown ; and in the general dif
tribution of land among his followers, he kept poffeffion of no lefs than 1422 

manors in different parts of England IJ, which paid him rent either in money, 
or in corn, cattle, and the ufual produce of the land. An antient hiftorian · 
computes, that his annual fixed income, befides efcheats, fines, reliefs, and other 
cafual profits to a great value, amounted to near 400,000 pounds a year§ ; . a 
fum, which, if all circumftances be attended to, will appear wholly incredible. 

* Chron. S<1x. p. 184. M. Weft. p. 228. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 190. Ingulf, p. 79· Chron T. Wyke~, p. 23: H. Hunt. p, 370. Hoveden,. 
p 460. M. Wefr. p. 229. Flor. Wigorn. p. 641. Chron, Abb. St. Pe<ri de Burgo, p. 51. M. 
Paris, p. 8. The three northern counties, W fftmoreland, Cumberland, and Northumberland, were 
not comprehended in this furvey; I fuppofe becaufe of their wild, uncultivated fituation. 

t In gulf, p. 8. II Well's enquiry into t~e manner of creating peers, p. 24-. 
§ Order. Vital. p. 5 23. He fays to6o pounds and fome odd !hilling~ and pence a day. 

· A pound 

I 



w I L. L I A M T H E c 0 N Q.. u E R 0 R ~· 

""' A pound in that age, as we have before obferved, conrained three times the weight Chap. IV~ 
of filver that it does at prefent; and the fame weight of filver, by the moft pro· 1o8·t. 

bable compmtation, would purchafe ten times more of the necetfaries of life, tho' 
not in the fame proportion of the finer manufactures.· This revenue, therefore, 
of William would be equivalent to at leaft nine or ten millions at prefent ; and as 
that prince had neither fleet nor army to fupport, the former being only a cafual 
expence, and the latter maintained, without any charge to him, by his military 
vaff<Hs, we muft thence conclude, that no emperor or prince, in any age or nation,. 

· was ever to be compared to the Conqueror in opulence and riches. This leads us 
to fufpect a great miftake in the computation of the hi ftorian ; tho', if we co:nfider · 
that avarice is alwaJs imputed to William as one of his vices*, an:d that having 
by the fword rendered himfelf mafter of all the lands in the kingdom, he would 
certainly in the partition retain a great proportion for his own !bare ; we can fcarce 
be guilty .of any err.or in alferting, that no King of England was ever fo opulent,. 
was fo able to fupport by hi~ revenue the fplendor and magnificence of a- court, or 
could beftow fo much on his pleafures or in liberalities to his fervants and favou.,.. 
rites t. 

THERE was one pleafllre, to which William, as well as all the Normans, a.nd The new.fci

antient Saxons, was extremely addicted; and that was hunting: But this plea. reft. 

fure he indulged more at the expence of his unhappy fubjects, whofe interefts he 
always difregarded, than to the lofs or diminution of his own revenue. Not con· 
tented with thofe large forefts, which the former Kings poifeffed in all parts of· 
England; he refolved to make a new foreft near Winchefter, the ufual place of 
his refidence : And for that purpofe, he laid wail:e the country in Hamptbire for 
an extent of thirty miles, ·expelled the inhabitants from their houfes, feiied their 
property, even demoliihed churches and convents~ and made the fufferers no com• 
penfation for the injury :j:. At the fame time, he enacted new laws, by which he 
prohibited all his fubjeB:s from hunting in any of his foreil:s, and rendered the· 
penalties much more fevere than ever had been inflicted for fuch offences. The 
killing of a deer or boar, or even of a hare, was puniilied with the lofs of the de-
linquent's eyes 11; and: that \it a time, when the killing of a man could: ·be atoned·: 
for by paying a moderate fine or compofition. 

THE tranfaetions, recorded during the re_mainder of this reign, may te confi
dered more as domefHc occurrences, which concern the prince, than as national 

* Chron. Sax. p. 18S. 191. Malmef. p. 112, H. Hunt. p. 370. M. WefL p. 229. Brompton, 

P· 979· 
t Fortefcue de Dom. reg. & politic. cap. I I I: 

.. t Malmef. P· 3• H. Hunt. P· 73'· Anglia s-era, Vol. i. P· Zj8. 

II Chron. Sax. p. 191. IL Hunt. p. 371. M. Weft. p. zzg. Diceto, p. 488. Anglia Sacra1. 

vo). i. p. z58. 
6.: 
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events, which regard England. Odo, bifbop of Baieux, the King's uterine 
brother, whom he had create.d earl of Kent, and whom he had entrufl:ed with a 
great fhare of power during his whole reign*,· had amaffed immenfe riches; and 
agreeable to the ufual progrefs of human wifhes, he began to regard his prefent ac
quifitions but as a fl:ep to farther grandeur. He had formed the chimerical pro
ject of buying the papacy ; and tho' Gregory, the prefent Pope, was not of very 
advanced years, the prelate had confided fo mu_~h in the predictions o( an .afl:ro
loger, that he made certain account of the pontiff's death, and of attaining, by 
his intrigues and money, that envied ftate of greatnefs t. He refolved, therefore, 
to tranfmit all his riches to Italy, and had perfuaded many confiderable barons, 
and, among the reft, Hugh earl of Chefter, to take the fame courfe, in hopes, 
that when he lhould mount the papal throne, he would bellow on them more con
fiderable eftablifhments in that country :j:. The King, from whom all thefe pro· 
jects had been carefully· concealed, at laft got intelligence of the defign, and or
dered Odo to be arrefted. His officers, refpetl:ing the immunities, to which the 
ecclefiaftic~ now pretended, fcrupled to execute the command, till the King him
felf was obliged in perfon to feize him ; and when Odo infifted that he was a pre.
late, and exempt from all temporal jurifdiEtion, William replied, that he arrefted 
him, not as bilhop of Baieux, but as earl of Kent[:. He was fent prifoner into
Normandy; and notwithftanding all the remonfcrances and menaces of Gregory; 
was detained in cuftody during the remainder of this reign§. 

ANOTHER domefiic event gave the King much more concern : It was the death 
of Matilda, his confort, whom he tenderly loved, and for whom he had ever pre
ferved the moft fincere friendfhip. Three years afterwards, he paifed into Nor~ 
mandy, and carried with him Edgar Atheling, to whom he very willingly granted 
permiffion to make a pilgrimag~ into the holy land +· He was detained on the 
continent by a mifunderftanding, which broke out between him and the King of 
France, and which was occafioned by inroads made into Normandy by fome French 
barons on the frol1tiers *· It was little in the power of princes at that time to re
ftrain their licentious nobility ; but William fufpected, that thefe barons dared 
not to have provoked his indignation, had they not been aifured of the counte
nance and proteCtion of Philip. His difpleafure was increafed by the account he 
received of fome railleries, which that monarch had thrown out againil: him. 

* Order. Vital. p. 522. Frag. de Gul. Conq. p. 29. 
t Order. Vital. p. 64-6. Frag. de Gul. Conq. p. 29. 

:t: Ibid. II Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 51. W. Malmef. p. 1 zo. 
§ Order. Vital. F· 64-7· H. Hunt. p. 370. + W. Malmef. p. 103. 
! Order. Vital. p. 654, 655. 

William, 
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William, who was become corpulent, had been detained in bed fome time by Chap. IV. 

ficknefs; upon which Philip expreffed his furprife that his brother of England Io87. 

fhould He fo long in being delivered of his great belly. The King fent him 
word, that, as foon as he was up, he would prefent fo many lights at Notre-
<lam<.>, as would perhaps give little pleafure to the King of France ; alluding to 
the ufual praCtice at that time of women after child-birth*. Immediately on· his 
recovery, he led an army into. the L'Ifle de France, and laid every thing wafte 
with fire and fword: ·He took the town of Mante., which he reduced to afhes t. 
But the progrefs of thefe hoftilities was ftopt by an accident, which foon after 
put an end to William's life. His horfe ftarting afide of a fudden, he bruifed 
his belly on the pommel of his faddle t; and being in a bad habit of body, as 
well as fomewh.at advanced in years, he began to apprehend the confeq.uences, 
and ordered himfelf to be carried in a litter to the monaftery of St. Gervais· 
Finding his illnefs increafe~ and being fenfible of-the approach of death, he dif~ 
covered at laft the vanity of all human grandeur, and was il:ruck with remorfe 
for thofe horrible cruelties and violences, which, for the attainment and defence of 
it, he had committed during the courfe of his reign over England II· He en
deavoured to make compenfation by prefents to churches anel monafteries ; imd 
he i!fued orders for the liberty of earl Morcar, Siward Bearne, and other Englifh 
prifoners §. He was even prevailed on, tho' not without reluctance, to confent, 
with his dying breath,. to the deliverance of his brother, Odo, againft whom he 
was extremely incenfed; He left Normandy and Maine to his eldeft fon, Ro-
bert : He wrote to La.nfranc, defiring him to crown William King of England t: 
He bequeathed to Henry nothing but the polfeffions of his mother, Matilda ; 
but foretold, that he would one day furpafs both his brothers in power and opu-
:knce *. He expired in the Gxty-thi'rd year of his age, in the twenty-firft of 9th Septemb. 

his reign over England, and in the fifty-fourth of that over Normandy. Death · 

FEw princes have been more fortunate than this great monarch, or were bet- and character 

ter entitled to grandeur and profperity, from the abilities and the vigour of mind ~fWilliamttJe 
-which he difplayed in all his conduct His fpirit was oold and enterprifing, yet Conqueror. 

_ "" Ma-lmef. p. 11 z. M. Weft. p. 230. M. Paris, p: 9· :Brompton, p. g8o. Knygbton, p. 23 53 . 
..:'\nglia SacrA. vol. i. p. z6z. t Order. Vital. p. 655. Chron .• de Mailr. p. 161. 

j: Malmef. p. 1 1 z. 1M .. Paris, p. 10. Knyghton, p. z 35 3· 
JJ Frag. de Gul. Conq. p. z9, 30, 3 I. 

§ Chron. de Maiir. p. 161. Horeden, p. 4co. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo:, p. 52. :E>i
t:eto, p 488. 

t Gul. Gemet. p. zgz. Order, Vital. p. 659· Chron. de Mailr. p. 161. Malmef. p. 11 2 .. 

H. Hunt. -p. 371. Hovedeu, p. 460. Tv1-, Well. p. ZJo. 

ll' Order. Vital. }'· 659· Gut Neubr. p. 357· Fragm. de Gul. Conq. p. 32. 
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guided by prudence : His ambition, which was exorbitant, and lay little under 
the refiraints of juftice, and ftilllefs under thofe of humanity, ever fubmitted 
to the diCtates of reafon and found policy. Born in an age when the minds of 
men were intraCtable and unacquainted with fubmiffion, he was yet able to direct 
them to his purpofes; and partly from the afcendant of hi-s vehement charatter, 
partly tron1 art and diffimulation, to eftablifh an unlimited authority. Tho' not 
infenfible to generofity, he was hardened againft compaffion; and he feemed equally 
oftentatious and ambitious of eclat in his clemency and ·in his feverity. The 
maxims of his adminiftration were auftere ; but might have been ufeful, had they 
been folely employed in preferving order in an eftablifhed government* : They 
were ill calculated for foftening the rigors, which, under the moft gentle manage_ 
ment, are infeparable from conqueft. His attempt againft England was· the !aft 
great enterprize of the kind, which, dur.ing the courfe of feven hundred years, 
has fully fucceeded in Europe ; and the greatnefs of his genius broke thro' thofe 
limits, which firft the feudal inftitutions, then the refined policy of princes, have 
fixed to the feveral ftates of Chriftendom. Tho' he rendered himfelf infinitely 
.odious to his Englifh fubjetts, he tranfmitted his power to his pofterity, and the 
~hrone is ftiU 6lled by his defcendants : A proof, that the foundations which ·he 
laid were firm and folid, and.that, amid{l:.all his violences, while he feemed only 
to gratify the prefent paffion, he had ftiil an eye towards futurity. 

SoME writers have been defirous of refuflng to. this prince the title of Con
queror, in the fenfe in which it is commonly underftood ; and on pretence, that 
that word is fometimes in old books applied to fuch as make an acquifition of 
territory by any means, they are willing to reject William's title, by right of 
war, to the crown of England. It is needlefs to enter into a controverfy,. which,. 
by the terms of it, muft neceffarily degenerate into a difpute ·of words. It fuf
fices to fay, that the duke of Normandy's firft invafion of the ifland was hoftile; 
that his fubfequent adminiftration was entirely fupported by arms ; that in the 
veryframe of his laws he made a diftinB:ion between the Normans and Englifb, 
to the advantage of the former t; that he acted in every thing as abfolute mafter . 
over the natives, whofe interefts and affetlions he totally difregarded; and that if 
there was an interval when he affumed the appearance of a legal magifirate, the 
period was very ihort, and was nothing but a temporary facrifice, which be, as 
has been the cafe with moft conquerors, was obliged to ·make of his inclination 
to his prefent policy. Scarce any of thofe revolutions, which, both in hiftory and 
in common language, have always been denominated conquefts, appear equally vio-

.• M. Weft. P· Z30· Anglia Sacra, vel. i~ P· zs8. t Hoveden; p. 6oo. 

lent, 
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lent, or have been attended with fo fudden an alteration both of power and pro
.perty. The Roman ftate, which fpread its dominion over Europe, left the rights 
·of individuals, in a great meafure, untouched ; and thofe civilized conquerors, 
while they made their own country the feat of empire, found, that they could 
draw moft advantage from the fubjeB: provinces, by beftowing on the natives the 
free enjoyment of their own laws and of their private polfeffions. The barba
rians, who fubdued the Roman empire, tho' they fettled in the conquered coun
tries, yet being accuftomed to a rude uncultivated life, found a fmall part of the 
Jand fufficient to fupply all their wants; and they were not tempted to feize ex
tenfiv~ poffeffions, which they neither knew how to cultivate nor employ. But 
the Normans, and other foreigners, who followed the ftandard of William, while 
they made the vanquifhed kingdom the feat of empire, were yet fo far advanced 
in arts as to be acquainted with the advantages of a large property; and having 
totally fubdued the natives, they pu!hed the rights of conquefl: (very extenfive 

' in the eyes of avarice and ambition, however narrow in thofe of reafon) to the 
utmoft extremity againft them. Except the former conqueft of Engiand by the 
Saxons themfelves, who were induced, by peculiar circumftances, to proceed even 
to the extermination of the natives, it would be difficult to find in all hiftory a 
revolution mor~ deftruB:ive, or attended with a more <::omplete fubjeB:ion of the 
antient inhabitants. Contumely feems even to have been wantonly added to op
preffion •; and the natives were univerfally reduced to fttch a ftate of meannefs 
and poverty, that the Engli!h -name became a term of reproach, and feveral ge. 
rrerations ela_pfed before one fami'ly of Saxon pedigree was raifed to any confi~ 
derable honours, or could fo much as attain the rank of barons of the realm t· 
Thefe faB:s are fo apparent from the whole tenor of the Engliih hifrory, that none 
would have been tempted to .Ceny or elude them, were they not heated by the 
controverfies of faB:ion; while one party were abfurdly afraid of thofe abfurd con
fequences, which they faw the other parry inclined to draw from this event. But 
it is evident, that the prefent rights and privileges of the people, who are a mix
ture of Englifh and Normans, can never be affected by a tranfaction, which 
paired feven hundred years ago; and as all antient authors :j:, who lived nearefl: 

the 

• H. Hunt. p. 370. Brompton, p. 9So. 

Chap. IV. 
lb87 • 

t So late as the reign of King Stephen, the ear1 of Albemarle, before the battle of the Standard, 
addreffed the officers of his army in tbefe terms: Procere; An.sli.:e clarJfimi, & gena·e Normanni, b' c, 

Brompton, p. 10z6. See farther Abbas Rieval. p. 339• &c. All the ba:ons and military men of ' 
England ibll called tbemfdves Normans. 

;t Ingulf, p. :70· H. Hunt. p. 370. 372. M. Weft. p. 225. Gul. Newb. p. 357· A lured Be
Veil. p. 124. De gefi. Angl. p. 333· M. Paris, p. 4• Sim. Dun. p. zo6, Brompton, p. 9r;z. 
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the time, and befl: knew the ftate of the country, unanimouOy fpeak of the Nor
man dominion as a conquell by war and arms, no reafonable man, from the fear 
of imaginary confequences, will ever be tempted to reject their concurring and 
undoubted tefl:imony. 

KINo William had iffue, befides his three fans, who fu'rvived him, five daugh
ters, to wit, ( r.; Cicily, firfl: a nun in the monafl:ery of Fefcamp, afterwards ab
befs in the holy Trinity at Caen, where ihe died in 112 7· (2.) Conftantia, mar
ried to Alan Fergant, earl of Briranny. She died without iffue. (3.) Alice, 
contraCted to Harold. (4.) Adela, married to Stephen, earl of Blois, by whom 
fhe had four fans, William, Theobald, Henry, and Stephen ; of whom the elder 
was negleCted, on account of the imbecillity of his underfranding. (5.) Agatha, 
who died a virgin, but was betrothed to the King of Gallicia. She died on her 
journey thither, before !he joined her bridegroom. 

980. I 161. Gervafe Tilb. lib, I. cap. 16. Textus Roffenfis apud Seld. Spicileg. ad Eadm. p. 197r 
Gul. Pi". p. 2:6. Ordericus Vitalis, p. 521. 666. 853· Epift. St. Thorn. p. 801. Gul. Malmef. 
p. sz. 57· Knyghton, p. 2354· Eadmer, p. 110. Thorn. Rudborne in Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p. 248. 
Monach. Rolf. in Anglia Sacra, vol. ii. p. 276. Girald. Cambr. in eadem, vol. ii. p. 413. Rift. 
Elyenfis, p. 516. The words of this laft hifiorian, who is very antient, are remarkable, and worth 
tranfcribing. Rex itaque faBus Wdlie!mus, quid in principcs .Angiorum, qui tantte cladi /uper1fe poterant, 

ficerit, dicere, cum nihil profit, omitto. !f.!!id eninz prodifet, ji nee unum in totlf regno de ill is dicerem prijli. 
:na poteflate uti permijfum, jed omnes a11t in gravem paupertatis terumnam detrufis, aut exhteredatos, patria 
puljos, aut e.ffoffis oculis, vel cteteris amputatis membris, opprobrium hominum fallos, aut certe mifirrime
af!liBos, vita privalos. Simili modo utilttate carere exijlimo diceri quid in mimrem populum, non filum air 
eo1 jed a fois a.'lum jit, cum id difiu fiiamzu di.fficile, et o/J immanem mtdelitalem firtaj/if' incred;bile~ 

CHAP. 
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Acafjion of William Rufus-Confpiracy againfl the King-Invajon 
qf Normandy-The Crufades--Acquijition qf Normandy
ff?.!:Jarrel with Arifelm, the primate--Death-and character qf 
William Rufus. 

W ILL I A M, firnamed Rufus or the Red, from the colour of his hair, 1os6. 

had no fooner procured his father's recommendatory letter to Lanfranc, 

the primate, than he haftened to take meafures for fecuring to himfelf the go- ~~i~f~~nl~:
vernment of England. Senfible, that a deed fo unformal and fo little prepared, fus. 

which violated Robert's right of primogeniture, might meet with great oppofi· 
tion, he trufled entirely for fuccefs to his own celerity and difpatch; and having 
ieft.St. Gervais, while \Villiam was breathing his laft, he arrived in England, be-
fore intelligence of his father's death had reached that kingdom*. Pretending 
orders from the King, he fecured the fortreffes of Dover, Pe~enfey, and Ha-
fiings, whofe fituation rendered them of the greateft importance ; ar.d he got 
polfeffion of his father's treafure at Winchefter, amounti-ng to the fum of fixty 
thoufand pounds, by which he hoped co· encreafe and encourage his partizans t. 
The primate, whofe rank and reputation in the kingdom gave him great autho-
rity, had been entrufted with the care of his education, and had conferred on 
him the honour of knighthood :j:; and being connected with him by thefe ties, 
and probably deeming his pretenfions jufr, declared that be would pay a wil-
ling obedience to the laft will of the Conqueror, his friend and benefaCtor. Hav. 
ing affembled fome biihops and fome of the principal nobility, he inftantly pro-
ceeded to the ceremony of crowning the new King II ; and by this difpatch pFe-
'vented all danger of faftion and refiftance. At the fame time, Robert, who had 
been already acknowledged fucceffor to Normandy, took peaceable pofi(;ffion oJ 
that dutchy. 

• w. Malmef. p. 120. 

t Chron. S1x. p. 192. 

t W. Malmef. p. 120. 

U Hoved~n, p. 461. 

M. Paris, p. 1 o. 
Brompton, p. 983. 
M. Paris, p. xo. Thorn, Rudbornf', p. z63. 
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BuT tho' this partition appeared to have been made without any violence or· 
oppofltion, there remained in England many caufes of difcontent, which feemed: 
to menace that kingdom with a fudden revolution. The Norman barons, who, 
generally poffeffed large efl:ates-ooth in England~ and in their own country, were
uneafy at the feparation of thefe territories; and forefaw, that, as it would be im· 
poffible for them to preferve long their allegiance to two mafrers, they muft ne-
ceffarily reGgn eidier their ancient property, or dieir new acquifitions *. Robert's-. 
title to the dutchy they efteemed inconteftible; his claim to the kingdom plau
fible ; and they all defired that this prince, who alone had any pretenfions to, 
unite thefe territories, fhou}d_ be put in poffeffion of both. A comparifon alfo · 
of the- perfonal qualities of thefe two, princes, ·led tnem to give the preference
to the elder. The duke was brave, open, fincere, generous ; and ·even his pre-
dominant faults, his extreme indolence and facility,. were not difagreeable to thofe 
haughty barons, who affefred independance; ami fubmitted with relattance to ,a 
rigorous admimifl:ration in their fovereign. The King, tho'- equally brave as
his-brother, was violent, haughty, tyrannical;- and feemed- difpofed to govern. 
more by the fear than by- the love -of his people t; Odo,, biffi'op of.Baieux, and' 
Robert earl-of Mortaigne, maternal brothers of the Conqueror, envying the great:. 
credit of Lanfranc, _which· was increafed by his late fervices, enforced all. thefe 
motives with .their. partizans, and engaged them in a formal-confpiracy to deth'rone · 
the King :I> T.hey communicated their- de'llgn to· Eufi:ace-, count of Bologne,., 
Roger earl of Shre.wfbury.and'Arundel, Robert de Belefme, his eldeft'fon, Wil
liam·bifhop of Durham, Robert de-Mbubray, Rogcr-Bigod, Hugh de Grentmef,.. 
nil;_ and they. eafily procured the affent ofthefe potent noblemen. The confpi .. 
rators~ retiring to their c.afl:les, haftened- to put themfelves in· a military pofture; -, 
and expecting to ,be foan fupported by a powerful army. from Normandy, they· 
had already begun .hoftilities in many places u;· 

TiiE King, fenfible of his perilous fituation, endeavoured to engage the ar~·
feetions of the native Engli!h; and ·as that people were now fo thoroughly fub
dued that- they no lbnger-afpired to_ the· recovery of their antient liberties, and' 
were contented with the· profpeB: of fome mitigation in the tyrannyof·the Nor
man princes, they· zealoufiy embraced· WiHiam's· caufe, upon receiving fome.
general premi.fes·of good treatment; and of. enjoying the licence of huntinK in the, 
royal forefts §': The King· was foon in a fituat_ion of taking the field ; and as .he 

• Order. Vitalis, p. 656. t W. Malmef. p, 120. Order. Vitalis, 666. 
j: Hoveden, p. 461. Sim. Dunelm, p. 214. Diceto, p; 489. 
11 Chron. Sax. p. 193. Hoveden, p. 46 I. M. Pads, p. IG>; 

; Chroo. Sax. P· 194· W. Malmef .. p t2o, H. Hu-nti. 372. Hoveden, P• 461. Chron. Vf. 
Hemingford, p. 462. Sim. Dunelm, p. 414. All.lr. Bever! •. p. I37• 
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knew the danger of delay, he fuddenly marched into Kent; where his uncles had' 
already taken poffeffion of the fortreffes of Pevenfey and RocheO:er~ Both thefe 
places, he fucceffively reduced by famine ; and tho' he was prevailed on by the· 
earl of Chefler; William de Warrenne, and Robert· Fitz Hamon, who ·had em-· 
braced bis caufe, to ·fpare the lives of. the rebels, he confifcated all their eftates;
and banifhed them the kingdom*. This advantage rendered his negociatiops· 
more fuccefsful with· Roger- earl of Shrewiliury, whom he detached from· the"' 
confederates t; and as· his powerful fleet, joined to the indolent rem per of Ro
bert,, prevented the arrival of the Norman fuccours :J:; all the other r-::bels found: 
no refource but in flight or fubmiffion : Some of them received a pardon; but: 
the greater part were confifcated ; and· the King: beftowed their eftates on the 
Norman barons, who ·had remained fai:thful'to him U~ 

'ViLL'IAM, freed from the danger of this infurreCl:ion, took little care of fut..:. 
filling his promifes to the Englifh, who ftill found themfelves expofed to the 
fame oppreffions, which they had ·undergone· during the reign of the Conqueror; 
and which were rather augmented by the violent, impetuous temper of the pre
fent· monarch. The death of Lanfr.anc, who had retained· great influence over 
him, gave foon after a full career to his tyranny ; and all orders of· men found 
reafon to complain of an arbitrary and illegal aclminifiration §. Even the pri
vileges of the chmch, which were held very facred in thofd days, were a feeble 
rampart againft his ufurpations +· He feized the temporalities· of all the vacant 
bifhoprics and abbies;. he delayed· the appointing fucceffi>rs to· rh0fe dignities, 
that he might the longer enj-oy the ·profits of their revenue ; he befiowed fome of· 
the church-lands in property on his captains and favourites ; . and he openly put tO 
fale fuch fees-and abbies as he thought· proper to difpofe of. Tho' the murmurs 
of the ·ecdefiafl:ics, which were quickly propagated to the nat:ion, rofe high againft 
this grievance, theterror of William's authority, confirmed by the fuppreffion of 
the late· infurrections, retained every one in fubjetl:ion, and p.referved a g~neral, 
tranqui.Jlity: in England •. 

Cnap. v:. 
10S6.•. 

103~-

THE King even thought himfelf enabled· to difturb his b'rother in the pofiH'~ 
0 

, 

fton of Normandy. The loofe and negligent adminiftration of that prince had 
1 90

• · . 
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* Chron. Sax. p. 195· Order. Vital. P· 668. t W. Maim. p. 120. M. Paris, p. 10. 

t;Chron. Sax. p. 194· W, Maim. p. 121, Annal. Wave;!. p. 136. 
I H. Hunt.· P-37;1:· § W. Maim. pdZZ, IZJ. + .Eadl;\ler, p. 14. M. Paris, p. 11. 
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and their mutual quarrels and devafl:ations had rendered that whole territory a 
fcene of violence and outrage *. Two of them, Walter and Odo, were bribed 
by William to deliver the fortreffes of St. Valeri and Albemarle into his. hands t: 
Others foon after imitated the example; while Philip, King of France, who 
ought to have protected his vaffal in the poffeffion of his fief, was, afrer making 
fome efforts in his favour, engaged by large prefents to remain neuter :j:. The 
duoke had alfo reafon to apprehend danger from the intrigues of his brother 
Henry. This young prince, who had inherited nothing of his father's great 
poffeffions but fome of his money, had furnilhed Robert, while he was making 
his preparations againfl: England, with the fum of three thoufand marks ; and 
in return for fo flender a fupply, had been put in po!feffion of the Cotentin, which 
comprehended near a third of the dutchy of Normandy Jl. Robert afterwards 
upon fome fufpicion threw him into prifon; but finding himfelf expofed to in
vafion from the King of England, and dreading the conjunction of the two bro
thers againfl: him, he now gave Henry his liberty, and even made ufe of his af
fiftance in fuppreffing the infurretlions of his rebellious fubjects. Conan, a rich 
burgefs of Roiien, had entered into a confpiracy to deliver that city to William; 
but Henry, on the detection of his guilt, carried up the traitor to a high tower, 
and with his own hands flung him from the battlements§. 

THE King appeared in Normandy at the head of an army ; and affairs feem_ed 
to have come to extremity between the brothers ; when the nobility on both 
fides, ftrongly connected by interefl: and alliances, interpofed and procured an 
accommodation. The immediate advantage of this treaty accrued to William, 
who obtained poffeffion of the territory of Eu, the towns of Aumale, Fefcamp, 
and other places: But in return he promifed, that he would affift his brother in 
fubduing Maine, which had rebelled; and that the Norman barons, forfeited in 
Robert's caufe, iliould be reftored to their efl:ates in England. The two brothers 
al!o ftipulated, that on the demife of either without iffue, the furvivor lhould 
inherit all his dominions ; and twelve of the moft powerful barons on each Gde 
fwore, that they would employ their power to infure the effectual execution of the 
whole treaty+: A fl:rong proof of the great independance and authority of the 
nobles in thofe ages! 

# Order. Vital. p. 672. t Chron. Sax. p. r96. W. Maim. p. 121. Hoveden, p. 462, 
1 Chron, Sax. p. 196, W. Maim. p. rz r. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 5 3• 
11 T. Rudb. p. z63. W. Gemet. p. Z93· Order. Vitalis, p. 665. 
§ Order. Vital. p. 690. 
-1- Chron. Sax. p. 197· W. Malm. p. 121, Hoveden, p. 46z. M. Paris, p. u. Anna1, 

Waver!. p. I37• W. Heming. p. 463, Sim, Dunelm, p. 216. Brompton, p. 986, 
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PRINCE Henry, di!'gufted, that fo little care had been taken of his i.nterefts 
in this accommodation, retired to St. Michael's Mollnt, a £hong fortrefs on the 
coafr of Normandy, and infefted the neighbourhood with his incurfions *. Ro
bert and William with their joint forces befieg~d him in this place, and had nearly 
reduced him by the fcarcity of water; when the elder, hearing of his difrrefs, 
granted him permiffion to fupply himfelf, and alfo fent him fome pipes of wine 
for his own table. Being reproved by William for this ill-timed generofity, he 
replied, What! Jhall I fuffer my brother to die with thir.ft? Where jhall we find 
another, whm he is gone t? The King alfo, during this fiege, performed an 
aCt of generofity, which was lefs fuitable to his charaCter. Riding out one day 
alone to take a fmvey of the fortrefs, he was attacked by two foldiers, and dif
mounted. One of them drew his fword in order to difpatch him; when the 
King exclaimed, Hold Knave! 1 am the King of England. The foldie:r fufpended 
his blow ; and raifing the King from the ground, with expreffions of refpect, re
ceived a handfome reward, and was taken into his fervice :j:. Prince Henry was 
foon after obliged to capitulate; and being defpoiled of all his dominions, wan
dered about for fome time, with very few attendants, an.d often in great poverry. 

THE continued inteftine difcord among the barons alone was in that age de
ftruetive ~ The public wars were commonly !hort and feeble, produced little 
blood!hed, and were attended with no memorable event. To this Norman war,. 
which was fo foon concluded, there fucceeded hoftilities with Scotland, which 
were of no longer duration. Robert here commanded his brother's army, and 
obliged Malcolm to accept of peace and to do homage to the crown of Eng
land [1. This peace was not more durable. Malcolm, two years after, levying 
an army, invaded England; and afttr ravaging Northumberland, he laid fiege 
to Alnwic, where a party of earl Moubray's troops falling upon him by furprize, 
a !harp action enfued, in which Malcolm was fiain §. This incident di~jointed 
for fame years the fucceffion to the Scotti!h crown. Tho' Malcolm left legi
timate fans, his brother, Donald, on account of the youth of thefe princes, was-

. I 

advanced to the throne ; but kept not long poffiflion of the royal dignity. Dun-
can, natural fan of Malcolm, formed a confpiracy againft him ; and being a:£: 

• Chron. de Mailr. p. 161. 

t W. Maim p 121. T, Rudborne, p. 264. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 53'· 
:j: W. Mclm. p. 121. T. Rudborne, p. z6j. Knyghton, p. 2359· 
0 Chron. Sax. p. 198. H. Hunt. p. 373• Hoveden, p. 46z. Chron. de Mailr. p. r6r. M. 

Weft. fl· 232. 
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. fifted by William with a fmall force, made himfelf mafter of the kingdom*·· 
,New broils enfued with Normandy. The frank, open, remifs temper of Robert 
wa.s ill fitted to withftand the interefted, rapacious charaCter of William, who, 
~being fupported by greater power, was frill encroaching on his -brother's .po£fef
fions, and .. exciting his turbulent barons to rebellion againft him t. The King 
.having gone over to Normandy to fupport his partizans, ordered an army of 
.twenty thoufand men to be levied in England, and to be condutl:ed to the fea~ 
coaft, as if:they were infrantly to be embarked. Here'Ralph Lambard, the King's 
rninifter, and the chief inftrument of his extortions, exaCted ten fhillings a-piece 
Jrom them, in lieu of their fervice, and then difmiifed them into theN- feveral 
.counties :j:. This money was fo Jkilfully employed by William, that it rendered 
-him better fdrvice than he could have expetl:ed from the army. He engaged the 
French King by new prefents 11 to depart from the proteCtion of Robert; and 
he daily bribed the, Norman barons to defert his favice §: But was prevented 
from pufhing his advantages againft the duke, by an incurfion of the Weith, 
:which obliged him J:o return into England+· He found no difficulty to repel 
the enemy~; but was not able to make any confiderable impreffion on a country, 
guarded by its mountainous fituation. A confpiracy of his own barons, which 
was deteCted at this time, appeared a more ferious concern, and engro£fed all his at
t~ntion. Robert Mowbray, earl of Northumberland, was at the head of this com
bination ; and )le engaged in it the count d'Eu, Richard de Tunbrige, Roger de 
Lacey, and many others. The purpofe of the confpirator-s was to dethrone the 
King, and to advance in his ftead, Stephen, count of Aumale~ nephew to the 
Conqueror*. William''s expedition prevented the delign from taking effect, 
and difcoocerted ,the confpirators. Mowbray made forrte reiiftance·; but being 
made prifoner, was forfeited, and thrown into confinement, where he ·died about 
thirty years after f. The count d'Eu denied his concurrence in the plot; and to 
juftify himfelf, fought in the prefence of the court at Wind for, a duel with Geof
fr:ey Bainard, who accuftd him. But being worfted in the combat, he was con
demned to be ca.fbrated, and to .have his eyes put o~t 4:· William de Alder1, 

'* Chfon. Sax. p. 199· Hoveden, ·P· 463. 
t M. Paris, p. 12. Annal. Waverl. p. 138. 
t Chron. Sax. p. 201. H. Hunt. p. 373· M. Paris, p. 12. W. Heming. p. 405. Sim. D11~ 

-nelm, p. zzo. II .Chron. Sax. p. zor. Annal. Waver!. p. 13'1• 
§ Hoveden, p. 464. + Chron. Sax. p. 201. W. Heming. p. 465 • 
.!/# Hovedeo, p. 46.5. Sim. Dun. p. 22.1. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 202, 203. W. Malmef. p. 124. H. Hunt. p. 37.3• Annal. Waverl. p. 139· 
t W. Maim. p. 12f1.. Ho:v,eclen, p. :466 .• 
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another confpirator, was fuppofed to be, treated with more rigor, when he was Chap. v. 
fentenced to be hanged *. 1o96. 

BuT the noife of thefe petty wars and commotions was quite funk in the tu- The Cru~ 
mult of the Crufades, which now engrolfed the attention of all Europe, and fades. 

have ever fince employed the curiofity of mankind, as the mofr fignal and moft 
durable monument of human folly, that has yet appeared in any age or nation. 

After Mahomet had, by means of his pretended revelations, united the difperfed 
Arabians under one head, they ilfued forth from their defarts in great multitudes ; 
and being animated with zeal for their new religion, and fupported by the vigor 
of their· new government, they made deep impreffions on the eaftern empire, 
which was far in the decline, with regard both to military difcipline and to civil 
policy. Jerufalem, by its fituation~ became one of their moft early conquefts; 
a:nd the chriilians had the mortification to fee the hol'y fepulchre, and the other 
places, made famous by the prefence of their religious founder, fallen into the 
poffeffion of infidels. But the Arabians or Saracens were fo employed in military 
enterprizes, by which they fpread their empire, in a few years, from the banks 
of the Ganges to the ftraits of Gibraltar, that they had no leifure for theological 
controverfy; and though the alcoran) the original monument of their faith, feems 
to contain fome violent precepts, they were much lefs infetl:ed with the fpirit of 
bigotry and profecution than the fFeculative Greeks, who were continually re-
fining on the feveral articles of their religious fyftem. They gave little diftur· 

bance to thofe zealous pilgrims, who daily flocked to J erufalem ; and they allowed 
every man, after paying a moderate tribute, to vifit the holy fepulchre, to per-
form his religious duties, and to return in peace. But the Turcomans or Turks, 
a tribe of Tartars, who had embraced Mahometanifm, having wrefted Syria from 
the Saracens, and having in the year 106 5, made themfelves mafters of J erufa-
Jem, rendered the pilgrimage much more difficult and dangerous to the Chri-
il:ians. The barbarity of their manners, and the confufions attending their un• 
fettled government, expofed the pilgrims to many infults, robberies, and ex-
tortions ; and thefe zealots, returning from their meritorious fatigues, and 
fufferit]gs, filled all Chriftendom with indignation againft the infidels, who 
profaned the holy city by their prefence, and derided the facred myfteries in 
the very place of their completion. Gregory VII. among the other vaft ideas, 
which he entertained, had formed the defign of uniting all the weftern Chri., 
fl:ians againft the. Mahometans ; but his exorbitant enterprizes againft the civil 
power of princes, had created him fo many enemies, and had rendered his 
fchemes fo fufpicious, that he was not able to make great progrefs in this under-

VoL. I. 
~ Chron. Sax. P• 204, 
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taking. The work was referved for a meaner infl:rument, whofe low conditiom 
expofed him to no jealoufy, and whofe folly was well calculated to ~oincide witlt 
the prevailing principles of the times. 

PETER, commonly called the Hermit, a native of Amiens in Picardy, had 
made the pilgrimage to Jerufalem ; and being deeply affected with the dangers,. 
to which that act of piety now expofed the Pilgrims, as well as with the inftaoces 
of oppreffion, under which the eafl:ern Chriftians, laboured, he entertained the 
bold, and in all appearance, impratl:icable project of leading into Alia, from the 
fartheft extremities of the weft, armies fufficient to fubdue thofe potent and war-
like nations, which now held the holy land in flavery and fubjection *. He pro
pofed his views to Martin II. who filled the papal chair, and who, tho' he was 
fenfible of the advantages, which the head of the Chrifl:ian religion mufr reap 
from a religious war, and tho' he efleemed the blind zeal of Peter a proper means· 
for effetl:ing the purpofe t, refolved not to interpofe his authority, till he faw a 
greater probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a council at Placentia, which con
lifted of four thoufand eccleiiaftics a·nd thirty thoufand feculars; and which was 
fo numerous, that n(} hall could contain the multitude, and it was neceffary to 
hold the aifemhly in a plain. The harangues of the pope, and of Peter himfelf, 
reprefenting the difmal fituation of thei·r bretht:en in the eafl:, and the indignity, 
fuffered by the Cbriftian name, in allowing the holy city to remain in the hands of 
the infidels, here found the mjnds of men fo well prepared, that the whoie multi
tude, as if actuated by a fupernatural infl:intl:, declared for the war, and folemnly 
devoted 'themfelves to perform this fervice, fo meritorious, as they believed ir, to
wards God and religion. 

BuT though Italy feemed thus to have embraced zealoufly the defign, Martin 
juftly thought, that, in order to infure fuccefs, it was neceffary to inlifl: the 
greater and more warlike nations in the fame engagement; and having exhorted 
Peter previoufly to vifit the chief cities and fovereigns of Chrifl:endom, he fum
mooed another council at Clermont in Auv~·gne :1:· The fame of this great and 

.pious defign, being now univerfally diffufed, procured the attendance of the 
greatefl: prelates, nobles, and princes; and when the Pope and the hermit re
newed their pathetic exhortations, the whole a!fembly, as if impelled by an im
mediate infpiration, not moved by their preceding impreffions, exclaimed with 
one voice, It iJ tbe will of God, It is the will of God: Words deemed fo me
morable, and fo much the refult of a divine influence, tha:t they were employed 

• Gul. Tyriu~, lib. I. cap. 1 J. M. Paris, p. 1 7· t GuT. Tyrius, lib. 1. cap. 13. 
:t: Concil. tom. 10. Concil. Clarom. Matth. Paris, p. 16. M. Weft. p~ 233. 
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-as the fignal of rendezvous and battle in all the future exploits of thefe adventurers*. 
Men of all ranks flew to arms with the utmofl: ardor, and an exterior fymbol too, 
a circum fiance of chief moment, was here chofen by the devoted combatants. The 
ficrn of the crofs, which had been hitherro fo much revered among Chriftians, and 

!:> 

which, the more it was an objeCt of reproach among infidels, was the more paf. 
fionately cherifhed by them, became the badge of union, and was affixed to their 
right fhoulder, by all who inlifted themfelves in this facred warfare t. 

EuROPE was at this time funk into a profound ignorance and fuperftition : The 
ecclefial1ics had acquired the greateft afcendant over the human mind : The peo
ple, who, being little reftrained by honour and lefs by law, abandoned themfelves 
to the greatefl: crimes and diforders, knew of no other expiation than the obfer
vances impofed on them by their fpiritual paftors : And it was eafy to reprefent 
the holy war as an equivalent for all pennances :j:, and an atonement for every vio
lation of jufl:ice or humanity. But amidfl: the abjeCt fuperfl:ition, which now 
prevailed, the military fpirit alfo !~ad tmiverfally diffufed itfelf; and though not 
fupported by art or difcipline, was become the general paffion of the nations, go
verned by the feudal law. All the great lords polfeffed the right of peace and war: 
They were engaged in continual hofiilit:es with each other: The open country 
was become a fcene of outrage and diforder : The cities, which were frill mean and 
poor, were neither guarded by walls, nor protetl:ed by privileges, and were ex
pofed to each infult : Every man was obliged to depend for fafety on his own force, 
or his private alliances : And valor was the only excellence, whi-ch was held in 
efteem, or gave one man the pre-eminence above another. When all the particu
lar fuperftitions, therefore, were here united in one great objeCt, the ardour for 
private hofiilities took the fame direft:ion ; and Europe, impelled by irs two rul
ing paflions, was loofened, as it were, from its foundations, and feemed to pre
cipitate itfelf in one united body upon the eafl:. 

ALL orders of men, deeming the crufades the onJy road to he~ven, inlifted 
themfelves under. thefe facred banners, and were impatient to open the way with 
their f word to the holy city. Nobles, artizans, peafants, even priefrs + in rolled 
their names; and to decline this meritorious fervice was branded \.<;ith the re
proach of impiety, or what perhaps was efteemed ftill more difgraceful, of cow
ardice and pufilanimity II· The infirm and aged contributed to the expedition 
by prefenfs and money; and many of them, not fatisfied witih the merit of thrs 
atonement, attended it in perfon, and were determined, if poilible, to breathe 

* Hi!l:oria Bell, Sacri, tom. r. Mu!~i Jtal. 
t. Hifl, Dell. Sac.ri, tom. I. Mu!. !tal. Order. Vital. p. 721. 

t Order. Vit,il. p.720. +Ibid. II W. i\lalm. p. 133. 
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their )aft, in fight of that city where their Saviour had died for them. W o'men 
themfelves, concealing their fex under the difguife of armom, attended the camp; 
and commonly forgot frill more the duty of their fex, by profl:ituting themfelves, 
without refcrve, to the ar.my *. The greateft cri~inals were forward in a fervice, 
which they regarded as a propitiation for all crimes; and the moil: enormous dif
orders wn-:, during the courfe of thefe expeditions, committed by men enured to 
wickedne{s, encouraged by example, and impelled by neceffity. The multitude 
of the adventurers foon became fo great, that their more fagacious leaders, Hugh 
count de Vermandois, brother to the French King, Raymond count of Tholoufe, 
Godfrey of Boulogne, prince of Brabant, and Stephen count of Blois t, became 
apprehenfive left the greatnefs of the armament itfelf would difappoint itspurpofe; 
and they permitted an undifciplined multitude, computed at 30o,coo men, to go 
before them under the command of Peter the Hermit, and Walter the Moneylefs:j:. 
There men took the road towards Conftantinople thro' Hungary and Bulgaria ; 
and trufting, that heaven, by fu pernatural affiftance, would fupply all their necef
fities, they made ~no provifion for fubfiftence on their march. They foon found 
themfelves obliged to obtain by plunder what they had vainly expeB:ed from mira
cles ; and the enraged inhabitants of the countries thro' which they paffed, gather
ina tOD'ether in arms, attacked the diforderly multitude, and pllt them to flauO'hter 0 0 0 

without refifl:ance. The more difciplined armies followed after, and palling over 
the ftraits at Conftantinople, they were muftered in the plains of Afia, and 
amounted in the whole to the number 7oo,ooo combatants 1). 

AMIDST this univerfal madnefs, which fpread itfe)f by contagion throughout 
all Europe, efpecially in France and Germany, men were not entirely forgetful 
of their prefent interefts; and both thofe who went on this expedition, and thofe 
who ftaid behind, entertained fchemes of gratifying, by its means, their avarice 
or their ambition. The-nobles who inlifred themfelves were moved, by the ro
mantic fpirit of the age, to hope for opulent efiabli!hments -in the eaft, the chief 
feat of arts and commerce during thofe ages ; and in purfuit of thefe chimerical 
projr:Ets, they fold at the loweft price their antient caftles and inheritances, which 
had now loft ail value in their eyes. The greater princes, who remained at home) 
befides efl:ablifhing peace in their dominions by giving occupation abroad to the 
inquietude and martial difpofition of their fubjeB:s, took the opportunity of an
nexing to their crown many confiderable fiefs, either by purchafe or by the ex
tinction of th~ heirs. The Pope frequently turned the zeal of the crufades from 
the infidels againft his own enemies, whom he reprefented as equally criminal 

'"' Vertot Hiil:. de Chev. de Malte, val. 1, p. 46. t Sim. Dunelmo p. 222. 

t Matth. Paris, p. 17. II Matth.Paris, p. zo, 21. 
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with the enemies of Chrifl. The convents and other religious focieties bought 
the poifeffions of the adventurers; and as the contributions of the faithful were 
commonly entrufl:ed to their man<1gement, they ofc,:n diverted to this purpofe 
what was intended to be employed againfl: the infidels*. But nq one was a more 
immediate gainer by this epidemic fury than the King of England, who kept 
aloof from all connexions with thofe fanatical and romantic warriors. 

C'hp v. 
1096• 

RoBERT, duke of Normandy, impelled by the bravery and miflaken genera- Acquilitionof 
fity of his fpirit, had early inlifted himfelf in the crufade; but being alwavs un- Normandy. 

provided of money, he found, that it would be impraCticable for him to appear, 
in a manner fuitable to his rank and ftation, at the head of his numerous valfals 

and fubjetl:s, who, tranfported with the general rage, were determined to follow 
him into A[la. He refolved, therefore, to mortgage or rather to feil his domi-
nions, which he had not talents to govern ; and he offered them to his brother 
William, for no greater fum than ten thoufand marks t. The bargain was foon 
concluded : The King raifed the money by violent extortions on his fubjeCts of 
all ranks, even on the convents, who were obliged to melt their plate in order to 
furnifh the quota demanded of them :j:: He was put in poifeffion of Normandy 
and Maine: And Robert, providing himfe.lf of a magnificent train, fet ·out for 

the holy land, in purfuit of glory, and, as he believed, in full aifurance of [e .. 

curing his eternal falvation. 

THE fmallnefs of this fum, with the difficulties which William found in railing 
it, fuffices alone to refute the ac~ount, which is heedlefsly adopted by hiftorians, 

of the enormous revenue of the Conqueror. Is it credible, that Robert would 
confign into the rapacious hands of his brother fuch <:on.G.derable dominions, for 
a fum, which, according to that account, made not a week's income of his fa
ther's treafury ? Or that the King of England could not on demand, without op
preffin _!; his fu 1jetl:s, have been able to pay him the money? The Conqueror, it 
is agreed, was frugal as weU as rapacious ; and yet his trealure, at his death, ex.,. 
ceeded not 6o,ooo pounds, which would have been no more than his income for 
two months : another certain refutation ofthat exaggerated account. 

THE fury of the crufades, during this age, lefs infected England than the 
neighbo\~ring kingdoms; probably becaufe the No~man conquerors, finding their 
fettlement in that kingdom ftill fomewhat precarious, dared not to abandon their 
own houfes, in queft of difrant adventures. The felfifh imerefred humour alfo 

• Padre Paolo Hift. delle benef~ eccle!iall: p 128. 
t W. Malm. p. 123. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 24. Annal. Waverl. J!• 139• W. Heming. p. 46;. 

Flor. Wig. p. 6+8. Sim. Dunelm. p. 222. Knyghton, p. 2364. 
t Eadmer, p. 35· W. Maim. p. 123. W. Heming. p. 467. 
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Chap. v. of the King, which kept him from kindling in the general flame, checked irs pro~ 
IoJ6. grefs among his fubjeB:s ; and as he is accufed of open profanenefs *, and was 

endowed with a fharp witt, it is likely that he made the roma·n~ic chivalry of 
the cmfades the objeLl: of his perp :tual ridicule. As an inftance of his irreiigion, 
we are told, that he once accepted of fixry marks from a Jew, whofe eldeft fon 
had been converted to Chriftianity, and who engaged him by that prefent to affift 
him in bringing oack. the youth to J udaifm. 'William employed both menaces 
and perfuafion to that purpofe ; but finding the new convert obftinate in his 
faith, he fent for the father, and told him, that as he had not fucceeded, it was 
not jufl rhat he fbould keep the prcfent; but as he had done his utmoft, it was 
but equitable that he fhould b~ paid for his pains ; and he would therefore 
only retain thit ty marks of the money :j:. At another time, it is faid he fenr for 
fome learned Chriftian theologians and fome rabbies, and bade them fairly dif
pute the queftion of their religion in his prefence: He was perfc:Cl:ly indifferent 
betwten them, had his ears open to reafon and conviction, and would embrace that 
doB:rine, which upon comparifon ihould te found fupported by the moft fo]id 
arguments JJ. If this ftory be true, it is probable that he meant only to amufe 
himfelf by turning both into ridicule : But we muft be cautious of admitting 
every thing related by the monkifh hifrorians to the difadvantage of this prince : 
He had the misfortune to be engaged in quarrels with the ecclefiaftics, particularly 

with Anfelm, commonly called St. Anfelm, archbi!hop of Canterbury ; and it is 
no wonder his memory fbou]d be blackened by the hiftorians of that order. 

1 
. h AFTER the death of Lanfranc, the King, for feveral years, retained in his own 

~arre wit h f 
Anfelm, the ands the revenues of Canterbury, as well as thof~ o many other vacant bifhop-
primate, rics ; but falling into a dangerous illnefs, he was fei?ed with remorfe, and the 

clergy reprefented to him, that he was in danger of eternal perdition, if before 
his death he did not make atonement for thofe multiplied impieties and facrileges, 
of which he had been guilty§. He refolved therefore to fupply inflantly the va
cancy of Canterbury ; and for that purpofe, he fent for Anfelm, a Piedmontefe 
by birth, abbot of Bee in Normandy, who was much celebrated for his learning 
and devotion. The abbot refufed earne:O:ly the dignity, fell on his knees, wept, 
and entreated the King to change his purpofe +; and when he found the prince 
obftinate in forcing the paftoral ftaff upon him, he kept his fift fo faft clenched, 
that it required the utmoft violence of the byftanders to open it, and force_ him 

* G. Neubr. p. 358. W. Gemet. p. 292. t Malm. p. 122. 

:j: Ea~mer~ p. 47· II W. Malm. p. 123. 

§ Eadmer, p. 16, Chron. Sax. p. t 98. H. Hunt. p. 3 7 3· Hoveden, p. 463. M. Paris, p. IZ. 
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to receive- that enfign of fpiritt1al dignity*. William foon aftrr recovered his Chap. V. 

health ; and his paffions regaining their ufual ftrcngth and vigour, he returned to 1096· 

his former violence and rapioe f. He ret:tined in prifon feveral perfons whom 
he had ordered to be freed during the time of his penitence ; he Hill preyed upon 
the ecclefiJfiical benefices; the fale of fpiritual dignities continued as open as 
ever ; and he retained polfeffion of a confiderable part of the revenues belonging 
to the fee of Canterbury :j:. Bllt he found in An'dm that perfevering oppofi-
tion, which he had reafon to expect from the oftentatious humility, which that 
prelate had employed ih i-efufing his promotion. 

THE oppofition of Anfelm was the more dangerous on account of the charac
ter of piety, which he foon acquired in England, by his great zeal againft all 
abufes, particularly thofe in drefs and ornament. There was a_mode, which, in 
that age, prevailed throughout Europe, both among men and women, to give 
an enormous length to their fhoes, to draw the toe to a fharp point, and to affix 
to it the figure of a bird's bill, or fame fuch ornament, which was turned up

wards, and which was often fuHained by gold or fil ver chains tied to th~ knee II· 
The ecclefiaftics took exception at this ornament, which, they faid, was an at
temft to bely the fcripture, where it is affirmed, that no man can add a cubit to 
his ftature ; and they declaimed againft it with great vehemence, nay affembled 
[orne fynods, who ab!olutely condemned it. But fuch are the firange contr,,dic
tions in human nature! tho' the clergy, at that time, could overturn thrones, 
and had authority fufficient to fend above a million of men on their errand to rhe 
defarts of Afia, they never could prevail againft thefe long- pointed fhoes: On 
the contrary, that caprice, contrary to all other modes, maintaind its ground 
during feveral centmies ; and if the clergy had not at laO: defifl:eclfrom their per
fecutions of it, it might ftill have been the prevailing fafhion in Europe. 

BuT Anfelm was more fortunate in decrying the particular mode, which was 
the object of his averfiori, and which probably had not taken fuch Lft hold of the 
affeCtions of the people. He preached zealouily againft the long hair and curled 
Jocks, which were then f..lihionable among the courtiers; he refLJfed the afhes on 
Afh- Wednefday to thofe who were fo accomered; and his authority and elo
quence had fuch influence, that the young men lll~iverfally abandoned that orna
menr, and appeared in the cropt hair, which was recomn'lended to them by the fer
mons of the primate. The noted hiftorian of Anfdm, who was alfo his companion 

and iecretary, celebrates highly this effort of his zeal and piety§. 

* Eadmer, p. 18. t H. Hunt. p. 37 3· M. Pari', p. 12. Dicet,, p. 494· 
~- Eadmer, p. 19, 4-3- Chron. Sax. p. 199. II Order. Vitdl. p. 68z. W. Malmef. 
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\V HEN William's profanenefs therefore returned to him with his health, he 
was foon engaged in controverfies with this auftere prelate. There was at that 
time a fchifm in the church, between Urban and Clement, who both pretended 
to the papacy*; and Anfelm, who, as abbot of Bee, hid already acknowledged 
the former, was determined, without the King's confen·r, to introduce his autho
rity into England t. William, who, imitating his father's example, had pro
hibited his fubjects from recognizing any Pope, whom he ha~ not previoufly re
ceived, was enraged at this pretenfion ; and fummoned a fynod at Rockingham, 
with an intention of depofing Anfelm; but that prelate's fuffragans declared, that, 
without the papal authority, they knew of no expedient for infliCting that cenfure 
on their primate :f:. The King was at laft engaged by other motives to give the 
preference to Urban's title ; Anfelm received the pall from that pontifF; and mat
ters feemed to be tolerably compofed between the King and the primate IJ, when 
the quarrel broke out afrefh from a new caufe. William had undertaken an expe
dition againft Wales, and required the archbilhop to furnifh his quota of foldiers 
for that fervice ; but Anfelm, who regarded the· demand as an oppreffion on the 
church, and yet durft not refufe compliance, fent them fo miferably equipped, 
that the King was extremely difpleafed, and threatened him with a profecution §. 
Anfelm, on the other hand, demanded poGtively, that all the revenues of his fee 
:lhould be reftored to him ; appealed to Rome againft the King's injuftice -1- ; and 
affairs came ro fuch extremities, that the primate, fin.ding it dangerous to remain 
in the kingdom, defired the King's permiffion to retire beyond fea. All his tem
poralities were confifcated *; but he was received with great refpect by Urban, 
who confidered him as a martyr in the caufe of religion, and even menaced the 
King, on account of his proceedings againft the primate and the church, with 
the fentence of excommunication. Anfclm affifted at the council of Bari, where, 
befic)es fixing the controverfy between the Greek and Latin churches, about the 
proceffion of the Holy Ghoftt, the right of election to church-preferments was 
declared to belong to the clergy alone, and · fpiritual cenfures Were denounced 
againft all ecclefiaftics, who did homage to laymen for their fees or benefices, 
and on all laymen who exacted itt· The right of homagr, by the feudal cuftoms, 
was, that the vaffal fhould throw himfelf on his knees, fhould put his joined 
hands between thofe of his fuperior, and fhould in tl}at pofture fwear fealty to 
him II· But the collncil declared it execrable, that pure hands, which could 

* Hoveden, p. 463. t Eadmer, p. 25. M. Paris, .P· 13. 
Cone. vol. z. p. 16. t Eadmer, p. 30. tl Diceto, p. 495· 
+ Eadmer, p. 40. • M. Paris, p. 13. Parker, p. 178. 
l~ris, p. I 3· Sim, Dunelm. p. 224. :t M. Paris, p. 14. 
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create God, and could offer him t1p as a facri6ce for the falvation of mankind, 
fhould be put, after this humiliating manner, between profane hands, which, be
fides being enured to rapine and bloodihed, were employed day and night in im
pure purpofes and obfcene contaCts*. Such were the reafonings prevalent in that 
age; reafonings, which, tho' they cannot be paffed over in filence, without omit
ting the moft curious and, perhaps, not the leaft inftruCtive part of hiftory, can 
fcarce be delivered with the requifite decency and gravity. 

THE ceffion of Normandy and Maine by duke Robert increafed mightily the 
King's territories; but brought him no great increafe of power, becaufe of the 
unfettled ftate of thefe countries, the mutinous difpofition of the barons, and the 
near neighbourhood of the French .King, who fupported them in all their infur
reftions. Even Helie, lord of Ia Fleche, a fmall town in Anjou, was able to 
~ive him inquietude ; and this great monarch was obliged to mal~e feveral expe
ditions abroad, without being able to prevail over fo petty a baron, who had ac
quired the confidence and affeCtions of the inhabitants of Maine. He was, how
ever, fo fortunate, as at )aft to take him prifoner in a rencounter; but having 
releafed. him, at the interceffion of the French King and the count d' Anjou, he 
found the province of Maine ftill expofed to his intrigues and incurfions. Helie, 
being introduced by the citizens into the town of Mans, befieged the garrifon in 
the citadel; and William, who was hunting in the new foreft, when he received 
this intelligel}ce, was fo provoked, that he immediately turned about his horfe's 
head, and galloped to the fea-fhore at Dartmouth; declaring, that he would not 
ftop a moment, tilJ he had taken vengeance for this offence. He found the wea
ther fo cloudy and tempeftuous, that the mariners declared it dangerous to put to 
fea ; but the King hurried on board, and ordered them to fet fail ; telling them, 
that they never yet heard of a King that was drowned f. By this vigour and 
celerity, he delivered the citadel of Mans from its prefent danger; and purluing 
Helie into his own territories, he laid fiege to Majol, a fmall cafl:le in thole parts: 
But a wound, which he received in the aifau]t, obliged him to raife the fiege; 
and he returned to England. 

THE weaknefs of the greateft monarchs, during this age, in their military ex
peditions againfi their neareft neighbours, appears the more furprifing, when we 
confider the prodigious numbers, which even petty princes, feconding the enthu
fiaftic rage of the people, were able to affemble, and to conduct i~ dangerous 

• W. Heming. p. 467. F:or. Wigorn. p. 6+9· Sim. Dunelm, p. 224. Brompton, p. 994. 
t W. Maim. p. 124. H. Hunt. p. 378. M. Paris, p. 36. Ypod. Neuft. p. +4. 2 • 
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enterprizes to the remote provinces of AGa. William,- earl of Poi tiers and duke· 
of Guyenne, renflamed with the glory, and not difcou-raged by the misfortunes:; 
which had attended the former adventurers in the crufade~, had put himfelf at the 
head of an immenfe multitude, computed by fome hiftorians to amount to 6o,ooo 
horfe, and a much greater number of foot*, and propofed to lead them into the holy 
land againft the infidels. He wanted money t<> forward the preparations requifite 
for this ex:pedition, and he offered to mortgage all his dominions to William, with· 
out entertaining. any fcruple on account of that rapacious and iniquitous hand, 
into which he refolved to confign them t. The King accepted his offer; and had 
prepared a fleet and an army, in order to efcort the money, and take poffeffion 
of the rich provinces of Guienne and PoiCtou; when an accident put an end ro 
his life, and to. all his ambitious projeCl:s. He was engaged in hun ring, the fole-
amufement,. and indeed the chief occupation of princes in thofe- rude times, when 
fociety was little cultivated,.. and the arts afForded few objeCts worthy of attention~
Walter Tyrrel,. a French gentleman, remarkable for his-addrefs in archery, attend
ed him in this recreation, of which the new foreft was the fcene; and as William. 
had difmounted after a chace, Tyrrel, impatient to !bow his dexterity, let fly an 
arrow at a ftag, which fuddenly ftarted before him. The arrow, glancing from a 
tree, ftruck, the King .in the-breaft, and rnftantly,fiew him t; while TyrreJ, with
out informing any one of the accident, put fpurs to his horfe, hafl:ened to the fea-
1hore, embarked for Fran-ce, and joined the crufade in an expedition to Jerufalem; 
a penance which he impofed on himfelf for this involuntary crime. The body of 
William was found in the forefl: by the country-people, and was buried without" 
any pomp or ceremony at Winchefl:er. His courtiers were r.egligent in perform
ing their laft duty to a mafter who was fo little beloved ; and every orte was too 
much occupied in the interefting object of fixing his·fucceffor, to attend the fune
rals of. a dead fovereign. 

d b 
n THE memory of this monarch is tranfmitted to us with little advantage hy the 

an c. ant~;Ler · . 
of William churchmen, whom he had offended ; and though we may fufpcB: in general, that' 
Rufu:, ·their account of his vices is fomewhat exaggerated, his conduCt affon:s little rea--

fon for contradiCting the charatl:er whi-ch they have affigned him, or for attri-
buting to him any very eftimable qualities. He feems to have been a violent and 
tyrannicaL prince; a perfidious, e·ncroaehing, and dangerous neighbour; an un
kind and ungenerous relation. He was equally prodigal and rapaciom in the 
management of his treafury ; and if he poffeffed abilities, he lay fo much under· 

* W. Malm. p. I 4-9·· The whole is faid by O>der. Vital. p. 789. to amount to JOo,ooo men. 
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the government of impetuous paffions, that he made lhtle ufe of them in his ad
miniftration ; and he indulged entirely that domineering policy, which fuited his 
temper, and which, if fupported, as it was in him, with courage and vigor, 
proves often more fuccefsful, in diforderly times, than the deepefr forefight and 
moil: refined artifice. 

THE monuments which remain of this prince in England are the Tower, Weft
minfter-hall, and London-bridge, which he builr. The moft laudable foreign 
enterprize which he undertook, was the fending Edgar Atheling, three years be
fore his death, into Scotland with a fmall army, to reftore prince Edgar the true 
heir of that kingdom, fon of Malcolm, and of Margaret, fifter of Edgar A the
ling; and the enterprize proved fuccefsful *. It was remarked in that age, that 
his elder brother, Richard, perifhed by an accident in the new forefl:.; Richard, 
his nephew, natural fon of duke Robert, loft his life in the fame place after the 
fame manner: And all men, upon the King~s fate, exclaimed, that as the Con
queror had been guilty of extreme viol~nce, by expelling all the inhabitants of 
that large diftritt, to make room for his game, the juft vengeance of heaven was 
fignalized, in the fame place, by the fiaughter of his pofterity t. William was 
{lain in the thirteenth year of his reign, and about the fortieth of his age :f:. As he 
was never married, he left no legitimate iffue behind him. 

IN the eleventh year of this reign, Magnus King of Norwa-y, made a defcent 
on the Ine of Anglefea; but was repulfed by Hugh, earl ofShrewfbury II· This 
is the !aft attempt made by the northern 11ations againft England. 

' 
"" Chron. Sax. p. zo6~ W. Maim. p. IZZ. Hoveden, p. 466. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, 
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C I-1 A P. VI. 

H E N R y I. 

'l'he Crufades-Accdfton of Henry-Marriage if the King-In
vajion by duke Robert-Accommodation with Robert-Attack of 
Normandy-Conqueft of Normandy-Continuation of the quarrel 
with Anfelm, the primate-Compromife with him-Wars abroad 
-Death if prince William-King's ftcond marriage-Death 
-and charat!er if Henry. 

Chap. VI. AF T E R the adventurers in the holy war were affembled on the banks of the 
1100

• Bofphorus, oppofite to Conftantinople, they proceeded on their enterprize; 
The crufades. but immediately experienced thofe difficulties, which their zeal had hitherto con

cealed from them, and for which, even if they had forefeen them, it would have 
been almoft impoffible to provide a proper remedy. The Greek Emperor, Alexis 
Comnenus, who had applied to the weftern Chriftians for fuccour againft t,he Turks, 
entertained hope, and that but a feeble one, of only obtaining fuch a moderate fup
ply, as acting under his command, might enable him to repulfe the enemy : But 
he was extremely aftoni!hed to fee his dominions overwhelmed, on a fudden, with 
fuch an inundation of licentious barbarians, who, tho' they pretended friend!hip, 
defpifed his fubjects as unwarlike, and detefted them as heretical. By all the arts 
of policy, in which he excelled, he endeavoured to divert the torrent; but while 
he employed profeffions~ careffes, civilities, and feeming fervices towards the 
leaders of the crufade, he fecretly regarded thofe imperious allies as more dan
gerous than the open enemies, by whom his empire had been formerly invaded. 
Having effeCtuated that difficult point of difembarking them fafely in Alia, he 
entered into a private correfpondence with Soliman, Emperor of the Turks; 
and practifed every infidious arr, which his genius, his power, or his fituation 
enabled him to employ, for difappointing the enterprize, and difcouraging the 
Latins from making thenceforward any fuch prodigious migrations. His dan
gerous policy was feconded by the diforders, infeparable from fo vaft a multitude, 
who were not united under one head, and were conduCted by leaders of the moft 
independanr, intraCl:able fpirits, unacquainted with military difcipline, and frill 
more enemies to civil authority and fubmiffion. The fcarcity of provifions, the 
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excefi'es of fatigue, the influ·ence of unknown climates, joined to the want of con· 
cert in their operations, and the fword of a warlike enemy, deftroyed the adven
turers by thoufands, and would have abated the ardor of men, impelled to war by 
lefs powerful motives. Their zeal, however, their bravery and their irrefiftible 
force frill carried them forward, and continually advanced them to the great end 
of their enterprizes. After an obftinate fiege, they took Nice, the feat of the 
Turkifh empire ; they defeated Soliman in two great battles ; they made them
felves mafters of Antioch ; and entirely broke the force of the Turks, who had 
fo long rerained thefe countries in fubjeetion. The foldan of Egypt, whofe 
alliance they had hitherto courted, recovered, on the fall of the Turkilh power, 
his former authority in Jerufalem ; and informed them by his ambaifadors, that, 
if they .ca·11e difarmed 'to that city, they might now perform their religious vows, 
and that all Chriftian pilgrims, who fhould thenceforth vifit the holy fepulchre, 
might expeCt the fame good treatment, which they had ever received/rom his 
predeceffors. This offer was rejeCted ; the foldan was required to yield up the 
city to the Chriftians ; and on his refufal, the champions of the crofs advanced to 
the liege of Jerufalem, which they regarded as the confummation of their labours; 
By the detachment>, which they had made, and the difafters, which they had un
dergone, they were diminifhed to the number of twenty thoufand foot, and fifteen 
hundred horfe; but thefe were frill formidable from their valor, their experience, 
and the obedience, which, at the price of pall: calamities, they had learned to pay 
to their leaders. After a fiege of five weeks, they took Jerufalem by aifault; and:J 
impelled by a mixture of military and religious rage, they put the numerous gar
rifon and inhabitants to the fword without diftinCtion. Neither arms defended the 
valiant, nor fubmiffion the timorous : No age nor fex was fpared: Infants on the 
breaft were pierced by the fame blow with their mothers, who implored for mercy: 
Even a multitude, to the number of ten thoufand perfons, who had furrendew:i 
themfelves prifoners, and were promifed quarter, were butchered in cold blood 
by chefe ferocious conquerors*. The ftreets of Jerufalem were covered with 
dead bodies t; and the triumphant warriors, after every enemy was fubdued and 
fiaughtered, immediately turned themfelves~ with the fentiments of humiliation 
and contrition, towards the holy fepulchre. They threw afide their arms, frill 
ftreaming with blood : They advanced with reclined bodie~, and naked feet and 
head to that facred monument : They fung anthems to their Saviour who had· 
purchafed their falvation by his death and agony : And their devotion, enlivened 
by the prefence of the place where he had fuffered, fo overcame their fury, that 
they difi'ol ved in tears, and bore the appearance of every foft and tender fenti· 

• Vertot, vol. r. p. 57· 

l 

t M. Paris, p. 34· Order. Vital. p. 756. Di<::eto, p. 498. 
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ment * ~ So inQ0nfiltent is human nature with itfelf ! · And fo eafi:ly does the mo11: 
effeminate fuperftition ally both with the moft h.eroic c~urage, and with tlAe ierceft 
barbarity ! 

THis great event happened on ·the fifth of July in the laft year of the eleventh 
century. The Chriflian princes and noble.s, after choofing Godfrey of Boologne 
King of Jerufalem, began to fettle themfelves in their new conquefis; while fome 
of them returned Eo Europe, in order to enjoy at home that glory which their va
lor had acqtJired them in this popular and meritorious enterprize. Amoll!g thefe, 
was Ro!Jert, duke d .Normandy, who, as he had abandoned the greateft dorni- · 
nions of any prince, that attended the crufade. had all along diftinguifhed himfel£ 
by the moft intrepid' courage t, as well as by th.at affable di f poficion and unbound
ed generality, which gain the heans of foldiers,. and qualify a prince to thine in a 
military life. (In paffin.g thrd' Italy, <he became acquainted with SibyUa, daughter. 
of the coun.t of Converfana., a ·young lady of ,g-reat beauty and merit, whom he 
efpoufed :t; and i~dulging himfelf in this new paffion, as well as fond of enjoying 
e;lfe and p~e.afure, after the fatigues of fo many rough campaigns, he lingered a 
twelvemonth in that delicious climate ; and tho' his friends in the north looked 
every moment for his arrival, none of them knew when they could with certa1nty 
expeCt it. By thts delay, be loft the kingdom of Eng_land, which the great fame 
he had acquired during the crufades, as well as his -undoubted title, both by birth, 
and by the preceding agreement with his deceafed brother, would, had he been 
prefent, have infallibly fecured to him. 

PRINCE Henry was hundng with Rufus in the new fore(!, when intelligence 
of that .prince's death was brought him; and being fenlible of the advantage-, 
attend-ing the conjt:mtl:ure, he immediately galloped to Wincheller, in order to 
fecure the royal creafure, which he knew to be a neceifary implement for facili
tating his defigns on the crown. He had Jcarcely reached the place when Wil
liam de Br'fteuil, keeper of the treafure, arrived, and oppofed himfelf to Henry's 
pretenfions. This nobleman, who had been engaged in the fame party of hunt
ing, had net fo ·ner heard of his ·n1after's death, than he hafl:ened to take care of 
his charge ; and he told the prince, that this treafure, as well as the crown, be
longed to his elder brother, who was. now his fovereign ; and that he himfelf, for 
his part, was determined, ·in fpite of all other pretenfions, to maintain his allegi
ance to him. But Henry, drawing his fword, threatened him with inftant death, 
if he dared to difobey him ; and as others of the late King's retinue, who came 

* M. Paris, p 3'4-· Order. Vital. p. 756. t M. Paris, p. 35· W. Heming. p. 467. 
G. New brig. p. 3 58. :t: W. MJlm. p. -153'. Gul. Gemet. f• 299. . 
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every ,moment to ·Winchefl:er, joined the prince's party, Breteuil was obliged to Chap. vr. 
withdraw his oppcif1tion, and ~o acquiefce in this violence*. uoo. 

HEN R v, without lofing a moment, haften.ed with his money ~to London ; and 
having affembled fome noblemen and prelates, whom his addrefs, or abilities,. or 
prefents, gained to his fide, he was fuddenly eleCted, or rather faluted King; and 
jmmediately proceeded to the exercife of the royal dignity. In lefs than three 
days after hi:s brother's death, the ceremonial of his coronation was peformed by 
Maurice, bithop of London, who was perfuaded to ofliciate ·on that occafion t ; 
and thus, by his courage and celerity, he intruded himfelf into the vacant throne. 
No one had fufficient fpirit or :fenfe of duty to appear in dd.:nce of the abfent 
prince: All men were feduc.ed or intimid.ated : Pr.efent poifdiion fupplied the 
apparent deficiencies of Henry's title, which was indeed fou!'lded on plain ufur
pation : And the bar.om,._ as weH as the r--eople. acqu.iefced in a claim, which_, 
tho' it could neither- be jufl:ified nor comprehended, could now, they found, be 
oppo(ed on1y thro' the per-ils of civil war and r.ebellion~ 

:BuT as Henry eafily forefaw, that a crown,. ufurped aga.infl: all rules of juflice, 
wol:lld fit very unfteady on his head, he refolved, by fair profeffions at l.eaft, tQ 
ga·in the afrections of all his fubje&s. Befides taking the ufual coronation oath 
to maintain the laws and execute jufi:ice,. he paffed a charter, which was calcul.ated 
t-o remedy many of the grievousoppreffions,- which had been complained of .du
ring the reign of his father and brother :j:. He tlhere promifed, that,. \lp,<>O the 
death of any b~thop or abbot, he never would feize the revenues of the fee or ab
bey du-ring the vacarrcy, but would leave the whole to be reaped by the fuccef
fer; and that he would never let to farm any ecclefiaftical benefice, nor dif
pGfe of it f0r money. After this conce.ffion to the church, whofe favour was of 
fo great coniequence, he proceeded to enumerate the civil grievances, which he 
purpofed to redrefs. He promifed, that, upon the death of any earl, baron, or 
military tenant, his heir fuould be admitted to t:Oe poffeffion .of his eftate, O:J;.l 

paying a juft and lawful relief; without being expCl.fed to fuch exoroirant exac:.. 
tions as had bee.n required during the late reigns: He remitted the wardthip of 
minors, and ,allowed guardians· to be appointed, who thould be anfwerable for 
rbe truft: He promifed not to difpofe of any heirefs in marri:1ge, but by the adQ 
·vice of all the ba,·ons; and if any baron inteode·i to g~v, his daughter, fifter, niece, 
or kinfwoman, in marriage, it iliould only be neceHary for him to confu:r the King" 
who promifed to take no money for his ro;1fent, nor ever to refufe p~rmiffion, un· 
1ds the perfon to whom it was propofed to marry hc:r th.o .ld happen to be his ene-

• Order. Vital. p. 782. t Ch~on. Sax. p. zo.•. Order. Vital. p. 783. 
J: Chroa. Sax. p. 208, Sim. Dunelm. p. z25. BromptOll, p. 997• 
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my : He granted his barons and military tenants the power of bequeathing by 
will their money or perfonal efl:ates ; and if they neglected to make a will, he 
promifed, that their heirs lhuuld fucceed to them : He remitted the right of im
pofing moneyage, and of levying taxes at pleafure on the farms, which the ba· 
rons retained in their own hands * : He made feme general profeilions of mode
rating fines; he offered a pardon for all offences; and he remitted all debts due 
to the crown : He required, that the vaffals of the barons lhould enjoy the fame 
privileges, which he granted to his own barons ; and he promifed a general con
firmation and obfervance of the laws of King Edward. This is the fubftance of 
the chief articles contained in that famous charter t. 

To give greater authenticity to thefe conceffions, Henry lodged a copy of his 
charter in fome abbey of each county ; as if defirous, that it fhould be expofed 
to the eyes of all his fubjects, and remain as a perpetual rule for the limitation 
and direction of his government : Yet it is certain, that, after the prefent -turn 
was ferved, he never once thought, during his reign, of obferving one fingle ar
ticle of it; and the whole fell fo much into neglect and oblivion, that, in the fol
lowing century, when the barons, who had heard an obfcure tradition of it, defired 
to make it the model of the great charter, which they exacted from King John, 
they could only find one copy of it in the whole kingdom. But as to the grie
vances here propofed to be redreffed, they were frill continued in their full extent ; 
and the royal authority, in all thefe heads, lay under no manner of reftriction. 
Reliefs of heirs, fo capital an article, were never effectually fixed till the time of 
Magna Charta :j: ; and it is evident, that the general promife here given, of 
accepting a juft and lawful rdief, ought to have been reduced to more pre
cifion, in order to give fecurity to the fubject. The oppreffion of wardlhip and 
marriage was perpetuated even till the age of Charles II.: And it appears from 
Glanville 11, the famous jufriciary of Henry II. that in his time, where any man 
died intefrate, an accident which muft be very frequent, when the art of writing 
was fo little known, the King, or the lord of the fief, pretended to feize all the 

• See Appendix II. t Matth. Paris, p. 38. Hoveden, p. 468. Brompton, p. rozi, 
Hagulfiad. p. 31 o. 

t Glanv. lib. z. cap. 36. What is called a relief in the Conqueror's laws, preferved by Ingulf1 
feems to have been the herriot; fince reliefs, as well as the other burdens of the feudal law, were un
known in the age of the Confelfor, whofe laws thefe originally were. 

IJ Lib. 7· cap. 16. This praCtice was contrary to the laws of King Edward, ratified by the Con
queror, as w<Iearn from Ingulf, p. 91, But laws had at that time very little influence ; Power and 
violence governed every thing. 
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moveables, ,and to exclude every heir, even the children of the deceafed : A fure Chap. VI. 
·mark of a ~yrannical.and arbitrary government. 1100

• 

. THE Normans indeed, fettled in England~ were, during this age, f.o violent 
and licentious a people, that they may be pronounced incapable of any true or 
regular liberty; which requires fuch a refinement of laws and infl:itutions, fuch 
a comprehenfion of views, fuch a fentiment of honour, fuch a fpirit of obedience, 
and fuch a facrifi.ce of private interefl:s and connexions to public order, as can only 
be the refult ofgreat refleCtion and ·experience, an·d muft grow to perfection du-

. ring ,feveral ages of a fettled and eftablifhed government. A people, fo infen
·fible to the rights of their fovereign, as to disjoint, without neceffity, the here
ditary fucceffion, and permit a younger brother to intrude himfelf into the place 
of the elder, whom they efteemed, .and who was guilty of no crime but being 
abfenr·; could not expetl:, that that prince would pay any greater regard to their 
privileges, or allow his engagements to fetter his power, and debar him from 
any confrderable interefl: or convenience. They had indeed arm~ in their hands, 
which prevented the efrablifhment of a total defpotifm, and left their pofterity 
fufficient power, whenever they fhould attain a fufficient degree of reafon, to ac
quire true liberty : But their turbulent difpofition prompted them frequently to 
make fuch ufe of their arms, that they were more fitted to. obftruct the exe
cution of jufl:ice, than to fl:op the Gareer of violence and oppreffion. The prince, 
finding, that greater oppofition was often made to him when he enforced the 
laws, than when he violated them, was apt to render his own will and pleafure 
the· fole rule of government, and on every emergence to confider more the power 
of the perfons whom he might offend, than the rights of thole whom he might 
InJure. The very form of this charter of Henry proves, that the Norman ba
rons (for they, rather than the people of England, are chiefly concerned in it) 
were tOtally ignorant of the nature of limited monarchy, and were ill qualified to 
condutl:, in conjunction with their fovereign, the machine of government. It is 
an atl: of his fole power, is the refult of his free grace, implies feveral articles 
which bind others as well as himfelf, and is therefore unfit to be the deed of any 
one who poffeffes not the whole Jegiilative power, and who may not at pleafme re
voke all his conceffions. 

KING Henry, farther to increafe his popularity, degraded and committed to pri
fon Ralph Flambard, bifhop of Durham, who had been the chiefinftrument of op
.preffion employed by his brother*: But this ad was followeJ by another, which was 
a direct violation of his own charte.r, and was a bad prognofl:ic of his fincere inten-

* Chron. Sax. p. zo8. 
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tions to obferve it : He kept the fee of Durham vacant for five years, and' du.:.. 
ring that time retained poffeffion of all its revenues. Senfible of the great au
thority, which Anfelm had acquired by his character of piety, and by the perfe
cutions which he had undergone from William, he fent repeated meifages to him 
at Lyons, where he refided, and in vi ted him to. return and take poffeffion of his 
dignities*. On the arrival of the· prelate, he propefed· to. him the renewal of that'. 
homage which he had done his brother, and which had never been refufed by 
any Engli!h bi!hop : But Anfelm had acquired other.· fentiments by his journey to 
Rome, and ,gave the King an abfolute refufal. He objetl:ed the decrees of the 
council of Bari, at which he himfelf had affifl:ed; and he declared, that, fo far 
from doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he would not fo much as commu-
nicate with any ecclefiaftic who paid that fubmiffion, or who accepted of invefli .. 
tures from laymen. Henry, who propofed, in his prefent delicate fituation, to 
reap great advantages from the authority and popularity o£ Anfelm, dared not 
to quarrel with him by infifl:ing on his demand t : He on.Jy·defired that the con,. 
troverfy might be fufpendecl ; and that mefTengers might be fent to Rome, to ac
commodate matters with the Pope, and to obtain. his confirmation o[ the laws amL 
cuftoms of England. 

THERE immediately occurred an important affair, in which the· King Wa6. 

obliged to have recourfe to the authority of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of Mal-
colm III. King of Scotland, and niece to Edgar Atheling, had,. on her father~ 
death, and the fubfequent revolutions of the Scotti!h government, been brought 
up to England, and educated under her aunt, Chriftina, in the nunnery of Rum"' 
fey. This princefs Henry propofed to marry ; but as llie had· worn the veil;. 
though never taken the vows, doubts might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of the 
at't ; and it beh.oved him to be very careful n~t to iliock, in any particular, the 
religirn.1s prejudi-ces of hjs fub~etl:s. The affair was examined by Anfelm in a. 
council of the prelates and nob:es, which was fummoned at Lambeth; and Ma.:. 
tilda there proved, that fhe had put on the veil, not with a view of entering inte> 
~ religious life, bllt merely in imitation of a CLrftom, familiar to the Englin1 la
dies, who proteCted their chafl:icy from the bfutal violence of the Normans, by 
taking fhelter under that habit t, which, amidfl: the horrible .licentioulnefs of the 
times, was generally revered. The councLJ., fenfible that even a princefs. had 
otherwife no fecurity for her honour, admitted this rea.fon a~ valid: They pro
nounced, that Matilda was ftill free to marry n ; and htr efpoufals with Henry 
were celebrattd by Anfelm with great pomp and k::>lemnity §. No atl: of· th~ 

,. Chron. Sax. p. ~o8. 
t w·. Malm. p. :zzs. 

Order. Vital. p. 783. Matth. PJris, p. 39· T. Rudborne, p. Z73• 
t E.tdmer, f• 57, II Ibid. § Hoveden, p. 4:68. 

King's 



H E N R y I. 22,'] 

King's reign rendered him eq1,1ally popular with his Englilh fubjeCl:s, and tended Chap. vr. 
more to eftablilh him on the throne. Tho' Matild,1, during the life or her uncle 

1100
' 

.and brothers, was not the heir of the Saxon line, lhe was become very tlear to the 
Engliili, on account of her connexions with it : And that people, \\ ho, before 
the conqueft, had fallen into a kind of indifference towards their <mLirnt royal 
family, had felt to fever~ly the tyranny of the Normans, that they refldl:d with 
,infinite regret on their former liberty, and hoped for a mote equai and mild ad
miniflration, when the blood of their native princes !hould be united with that of 
their new fovereigns *. 

BuT the policy and prudence of Henry, which, if time had been allowed for Inva!Jon by 

thefe virtues to operate their full effeCt, would have fecured him ; uffi ilion vf the dcke RvkrL 

crown, ran great hazard of being frufi:rated by the fudden appe<1rance of Ruhert, 
who returned to Normandy about a month after the death of his brother Wil-
liam. He took poffeffion, without refifi:ance, of that dutchy ; and immediately 
made preparations for recovering England, of which, during his abfence, he had, x 1or~ 
by Henry's intrigues, been fo unjuftly defrauded. The great fame which he had 
acquired in the Eaft forwarded his pretenfions ; and the Norman barons, fenfible 
of the confequences, exprelfed the fame difcontent at the feparation of the dutchy 

and kingpom, which had appeared on the acceffion of William. Robert de 
Belefme, earl of Shrewfbury and Arundel, William de la W an•nne, earl of Sur-
rey, Arnulf de Montgomery, Walter Giffard, Robert de PontefraCl:, Robert de 
Mallet, Yvo de Grentmefnil, and many others of the principal nobility t, in-
vited him to make an attempt on England, and promifed, on his landing, to 

join him with all their forces. Even the feamen were affeCted with the general 
popularity of his name, a::--:d they carried over to him the greateft part of a fleet, 
which had been equ:?ped to oppofe his pa.ffage :f:. Henry, in this extremity, 
began to be apprehenfive fer his iite, as we:: as for his crown; and had recourfe 
to the fuperfrition of the ?~cr\ ie, ic c: J <:i" to oppofe their fentiments of jufl:ice. 
He paid diligent co4_rt to Anfel :-1~, ·,,v:wfe fanB:ity and wifdom he pretended to 
revere. He confulted him in ali difficult emergencies ; feemed to be governed 
by him in every meafure ; promifed a ftriCl: regard t,J cccltfiaftical privileges ; 
profeffed a great attachment to Rome, and a refo!ution of perfevering in an im-
plicit obedience to the decrees of councils, and to the will of the fovereign pon-
ciif. By thefe care!fes and declarations, he gained entirely the confidence of the 
_primate, whofe influence over the people, and authority with the barons, was of 

• M. Paris, p. fo. t Order. Vital. p. 785. t Chron. Sax. p. zog. Hoveden, p. 469. 
M. Paris, p. 40. A_nn. Waver!, p. 142. Brompton, p. 998. Flor. Wigoro. p. 6so. 
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Chap,; VI. the higheft fervice to him, in his prefent fituation.. Anfdm fcru-pled no~ to afi'ure 
uot. the nobles of the King's fincerity in thofe profeffionS- which he made, of avoiding 

the tyrannical and oppreffive government of his father and brother* : H-e even 
rode thro' the ranks of the army, recommended to the foldiers the defence of their 
prince, reprefented the duty of keeping their oaths of allegiance, and pr<>gnofl:ica
ted to them all happinefs from the government of fo wife and juft a fovereign t. 
By this expedient, joined to the influence of the earls of W arwic and Mellent, of 
Roger Bigod, Richard de Redvers, and Robert Fitz-Hamon, powerful barons, 
who frill adhered to the prefent government t, the army were retained in the King's 
interefts, and marched, with an _appearance of union and firmnefs, to oppofe 
Robert, who had landed with his forces at Pertfmouth. ' 

Aceommoda- TH£ two armies were in fight of each other for fame days without coming to ac-
tbion withRo- tion ;· and both princes, being appreheniive of the event, which would probably be 
ett~ 

decifive, hearkened the more willingly to the mediation of Anfelm and other great 
men, who propofed an accomm0dation between them~ Afcer employing fome ne
gotiation, it was agreed, that Robert fhould r-efign his pretenfions to England, and~ 
receive in lieu of it an annual penfion of 300b marks; that if either· of the princes 

clied without iffue, the other fhould fucceed to his dominions ;- that the adherents 
of each fhould be pardoned, and reftored to all their poffeffions either inN ormandy. 

-or England ; and that neither Robert nor Henry fhould thenceforth encourage, re-
ceive, or proree£ the enemies of the other II· 

H0Z• Tms- treaty, tho'' calculated fo much for :Henry's advantage,.. he was the firfr. 
who violated. He reftored indeed the efl:ates of all Raben's adherents; but was
fecretly determined, that noblemen fo puwerful and fo-ill~affeCl:ed,. who had both: 
inclination. and ability to difturb his government, fhouJd not long remain unmo
lefred in their prefent grandeur and opulence. He began with the earl of Shrewf~
bury, who was watched for fame time by fpies,. and then indicted on a charge,., 
confifting of forty-five articles.. This turbulent nobleman, knowing his own· 
guilt, as well as t!:Je prejudices of his judges, and the power of his accufer, had· 
recourfe to arms for defence ; but being foon fuppreffed by the activity and ad
drefs of Henry, he was 9ani1hed the kingdom, and his great eftate was confif:. 
cated §. His ruin involved that of his two brothers, Arnulf de Montgomery,. 
and Roger earl of Lancafter. Soon after followed the profecution and condem .. 

• W. Ma-lm. p. 225. t Eadmer, p. 59· W. Maim. p;.rs6. t Order. Vital. p. 783. 
II Chron •. Sax. p. 209. W. Maim. p. 1) 6. H. Hunt, p. 278. Hoveden, p. 469. Order. Vi-

tal. p. 788. § Chron. Sax. p . .z1o.- W.-Malm. P·· 156, J 57•' Hoveden, p. 469. Order. 
Vital. p .. 8o6, 807, 8o8. 
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rhemfelves· among' Robert's adherents*. William de Warenne was the next 1103· 

victim : Even William earl·of Cor~wall, fon to the earl of Mortaigne, the King's 
uncle,, having afforded matter of fufpicion againft him,_ loft all the vaft: acquifitions 
of his family in England t. Tho' the uf.ual viol~nce and tyranny of the Norman 
barons afforded a plaufible pretence for thofe profecutions, and it is probable, that 
none of the f:entences, pronounced againfi: thefe noblemen,. was wholly iniquitous; 
men' eafily faw or conjectured, that the chief part of their guilt was not the in-
iuftice or illegality of their conduct. Robert, enraged at the fate of his friends, 
imprudently ventured to come into England, and remonftrated with his brother, 
in fevere terms, againft the breach of treaty : But met with fuch a bad reception,. 
that he began to apprehend danger, to his own }.iberty, and was glad to purchafe 
an efcape, by refrgning his penfion :j:. 

THE i:ndifcretion of Robert foon expofed him to more fatal injLJries. This 
prince, whofe bravery and candour procured him refpect, while at a diftance, had 
no fooner attained the poffeffion of power, and enjoyment of peace, than all the 
vigor of his mind relaxed, and he fell into contempt among thofe who approach-
ed his perfon, or were fubjeeted to his authority. Abandoned alternately to diffo- Attack of 

lute pleafures and to womanilb fLlperftition, he was fo· remifs.,. both in· the care Normandy. 

of his treafure and the exercife of his government, that his fervants pillaged his 
money with impunity' even ftole from him his very cloaths__, and proceeded thence 
to praCtife every fpecies of extortion on his defencelefs fubjetls tl· The barons, 
whom a fevere adminiftration alone could have reftrained,. gave reins to their 
·unbounded rapine upon their va.ffals, and inveterate animofities againft each 
vther; and all Normandy, during the reign of this benign prince, was become a. 
f-cene of violence and depredation§. The Nor mans at laft:, remarking the re-
gular government, which Henry, notwithftanding his ufurped title, had been 
able to eftabli!h in England, applied to him, that he might ufe his authority for 
the fuppreffion of thefe diforders ; and they thereby afforded him a pretence for 
rnterpofing in the affairs of Normandy+· Inftead of employing his mediation, 
to render his brother's government refpeCtable, or redreffing the grievances of 
the Normans ; he was only attentive. to fupport his own partizans, and to en-
cteafe their number by every art of bribery,. intrigue, and inGnuation. Having 

* Order. Vital. p. 8o5. t Chron. Sax. p. zxz. W. Maim. p. I 57· Hoveden~ p. 470. 
:j: Chron.Sax. p. ZII. W. Malm. p. 156. Gul. Gemet. p. zg8. Order. VitaL p. 804. M. Parh. 

p. 40. II Order. Vital. p. 814, 815. § W.Malm. p. 154, 157. Gul. Gemet. p. 
298. Order. Vital. p. 814. · + W. Maim. p. 154, l£7· Gul.Neubr..lib. J, cap. 3· Chron. 
S : .. Petri de Burgo~ p. 6o~ 
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found, in a vffi.t, which he made to that dutchy, that the nobility were tnore 
difpofed to pay fubmiffion to him than to their legal fovereign ; he colkCl:ed, by 
very arbitrary extortions on England, a great army and treafure *, and returned 
next year to Normandy, in a fituation to obtain, either ~y violence or corruption, 
the dominion of that province. He took Bayeux by ftorm after an obftinate 
ftege : He made himfelf mafter of Caen by the voluntary .fubmiffion of the in
habitants : But being r.epulfed at Falaife, .and obliged, by the winter-feafon, to 
raife the fiege, he returned into England ; after giving affurances to his- adherents, 
that he would perftvere in fuppor.ting and protecting them. 

NEXT year, he opened the campaign with the fiege of Tenchebray :; and it 
became evident, from his preparations and progrefs, that he intended tG ufurp 
the entire poffeffio~t of Normandy. Robert was at laft rouzed from his lethargy; 
and, being fupported by the earl of Morraigne and Robert de Bellefme, the 
King's inveterate -enemies, he raifed a confiderable argty, and approached his 
brother's camp, with a view of fini!hiog, in one .decifive barcle, the quarrel be
tween them. He was now entered on that fcene of action, in which alone he 
was qualified to eKcel; and he fo animated the Norman troops by his example, 
that they made a great impreffion on .the Englifh, and had nearly obtained the 
viCl:ory t; whoo the flight of Bellefme threw them into difmay, and occafioned 
their total defeat. Henry, befides executing great flaughter on the enemy, 
made near ten thoufand prifoners ; among whom was duke Robert himfelf, and 
all the moil: confiderable barons, who adhered to his interefts :J:. This victory 
was followed by the final reduction of Normandy : Roi.ien immediately fubmit
ted to the conqueror: Fahife, after fame negotiation, opened its gates; and by 
this acquifition, befides rendering himfelf mafi:er of an important fortrefs, he got 
into his hands prince William~ the only fon and heir of Robert: He affembled 
the fiates of Normandy; and having received the homage of all the vaffals of 
the dutchy, fettled the government, revoked his brother's donations, an-d di.C.. 
mantled the caftles, lately built, he returned into England, and carried along 
with him the duke as a prifoner. That unfortunate prince was detained in cuf
tody during the remainder of his life, which was no lefs than twenty-:-eight years, 
and he died in the caftle of Cardiff in Glamorgan!hire; happy, if, without Iofing 
his liberty, he could have relinqui!hed that power, which he was not qualified 
either to hold or exercife. Prince William was committed to the care of Helie 
de St. Saen, who had married Robert's natural daughter, and who, being a man 

* Eadmer, p. 83. t H. Hunt. p. 379• M. Paris, p. 43· Brompton, p .. Jooz. 
;J: Eadmer, p. 90. Chron. Sax. p. 214. Order. Vilal. p. 8zi, 

8 ~ 



H E N R y. I. 

of probity and honour, more than was ufual in thofe ages, executed the trufl: with Chap. VL 
great affection and fidelity. Edgar Atheling, who had followed Robert in the ex- 1106. 

pedition to Jerufalem, and who had lived with him ever Lince in Normandy, was 
another illuftrious prifoner, taken in the battle of Tenche.bray *. Henry gave him 
his liberty, and fettled a fmall penfion on him, with which he retired; and he lived 
to a good old age in England, totally. neglected and forgotten. This prince was
diftinguilhed by. perfonal bravery ; but nothing can be a !hanger proof of his mean 
talents in every other refpetl:, than that, notwithftanding he poffeffed the affections 
of the Engliih, and enjnyed the only legal title to the throne, he was allowed, 
during the reigns of fo many violent and jealous ufurpers, to live unmo!efl:ed; 
and go to his grave in peace. 

A little after Henry had compleated the conquef\: of Normandy, and fettled'the i 1o7; 

government of that province; he fini!hed a controverfy, which had been long de- Continuation 

d. b h' d h p . h d h . ft' . I r. ft' l of the quarrel pen mg, etween 1m an t e ope, Wit regar to t e mve Itures 10 ecc e11a 1ca with Anfelm~ 
benefices; and tho' he was here obliged to relinquiih fome of the am:ient rights of the primate. 

t-he crown, he ex-tricated himfelf from the difficulty on eafier terms than moil: 
princes, who in that age were fo unhappy as to be engaged in· difputes with the 
apoftolic fee. The King's fituation, in the beginning. of his reign, obliged him to 

~ 

pay great c.ourt to Anfdm ; anrl the advantages, which he had reaped from the 
zealous friendlhip of that prelate, had made him fenfible how prone the minds of 
his people were to fuperftition, and what an afcendant the ecclefiaftics, had been able 
to aifume over them. He had feen, on .the accelfion of his brother Ruflls, that, tho' 
the rights of primogeniture were then violated, and the inclinations of almoft all 
the barons oppofed,, yet the authority of Lanfranc had prevailed over all other 
confiderations ; and his own cafe, which was ftill more unfavourable, afforded· 
an infiance, in which the clergy could Jbow more evidently their influence and 
authority. Thefe recent examples, while they made him cautious not to 
offend that powerful body, convinced him, at the fall?e time, that it was ex·,.. 
tremely his-interefr, to retain the former prerogative of the crown in filling of
fices of fuch vaft importance, and to check the ecclefiafi:ics in that independance; 
to which they evidently afpired •. The choice, which his broth.er, in a fit of pe
nitence, had made ef Anfeim, was fo far unfortunate to the King's pretenfions, 
that that prelate was celebrated for his piety and zeal and aufterity of manners; 
and tho' his. monkifu. devotion and narrow principles prognofticated no great 
knowledge of the world nor depth. of policy~ he was, on th:tt very account, a 
more dangerous infrrument in the hands of politicians, and retained. a greater 

• Chron. Sa.'!:. p. 2 r +· Ann-. W averf •. p. 144, 

afcendant 

, 



H I S T 0 R Y OF E N G L A N D. 

Chap. VI. afcendant over tl1e bigotted populace. The ·prudence and temper· of the King 
1107· appear in nothing more confpicuous than in the management of this delicate affair; 

where he was always fenfi.ble that it had become neceffary for him to rifque hii 
whole crown, in order to preferve the moft invaluable jewel of it*. 

ANSELM had no fooner returned from bani!hment, than his refufal to d8 
homage to the King excited a difpute, which Henry evaded at that critical junc
ture, by promifing to fend a melfenger, in order to compound the matter witb 
Pafcal the fecond, who then filled the papal chair. The meifenger, as was pro
bably forefeen, retu~ned with an abfolute refufal of the King's demands t; and 
that fortified by many reafons, which were well quaiified to operate on the un
derftandings of men in thofe ages. Pafcal quoted the fcriptures to prove that 
Chrift was the door; and he· thence inferred, that all ecclefiaftics muft enter into 
the church thro' Chrift alone, not thro' the civil magiftrate or any profane lay
men :j:. " It is monflrous,'' added the pontiff, " that a fon !hould pretend to 

" beget his father, or a man to create his God: Priefis are calle€1 gods in fcrip
" ture, as being the vicars of God : And will you, by your abominable preten
" fions to grant them their invefiiture, affume the right of creating them?" 11 

BuT however convincing thefe arguments, they could not perfuade Henry ~0 
refign fo important a prerogative ; and perhaps, as he was poffeifed of great re
flection and learning, he thought, that the abfurdity of a man's creating his God~ 
even allowing priefts to be Gods, was not urged with the heft grace by the Roman 
pontiff. But as-he defired frill to avoid, or at leaft to delay, the coming to any
dangerous extremity with the church, he perfuaded Anfelm, that he would be 
able, by farther negociation, to attain fome com.pofition. with Pafcal ; and for 
that purpofe, he difpatched three bifhops to Rome, while Anfelm fent two mef
fengers of his own, to be more fully affured of the Pope's ·intentions§. Pafcal 
wrote back letters equally pofitive and arrogant both to the King. and pri
mate; urging to the former, that, by affuming the right of inveftitures, he 
committed a kind of fpiritual adultery with the church, who was the fpoufe of 
Chrift, and who muft not admit of fuch a commerce with any other perfon +; and 
infifting with the latter, that the pretenfions of Kings to confer benefices was the 
fource of all fimony; a topic which had but too much foundation in thofe ac-es*. 

- b 

• Eadmer, p. 56. t W. Maim. p. zz5. 
t Eadmer, p. 6o. This topic is farther enforced in p. 73, 74· W. Maim. p. 163. 
11 Eadmer, p. 6r. I much fufpeet~ that this text of fcripture is a forgery of his holinefs: For I 

have not been able to find it. Yet it paffed current in thofe ages, and was often quoted by the clergy 
as the foundation of their power. See Epifl:. St. Thorn. p. 169. 

§ Eadmer, p. 6z. W. Maim. p. 225. + Eadmer, p. 63, *' Eadmer, p. 64. 6q. 
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HENRY had now no other expedient than to fupprefs the letter addre.lfed to Chap. vr. 
himfelf, and to perfuade the three biihops to prevaricate, and a.lfert, upon their 11 c7. 

epi{copal faith, that Pafcal had a.lfured them in private of his good intentions 
towards Henry, and of his refolution not to refent any future exertion of his 
prerogative in granting inveftitures; tho' he himfelf fcrupled to give this a.lfu-
rance under his hand, left other princes fhould copy the example and afii.lme a 
like privilege*. Anielm's two me.lfengers, who were monks, affirmed to him, 
that it was impoffible this ftory could have any foundation; but their word was 
not efteemed equivalent to that of three bilhops ; and the King, as if he had 
finally gained his caufe, proceeded to fill the fees of Hereford and Salifuury, and 
to inveft the new bilhops in the ufual manner t. But Anfelm, who, as he had 
good reafon, gave no credit to the afTeveration of the King's me.lfengers, refufed 
not only to confecrate them, but even to communicate with them; and the bi-
fhops themfelves, finding how odious they had become, returned back to Henry 
the enfigns of their dignity :j:. The qu.arrel every day en~reafed between the 
King and the primate: The former, notwithftanding the great prudence and 
moderatiun of his temper, threw out menaces againft all fuch as fhould pretend to 
oppofe him in exerting the antient prerogatives of his crown : And Anfelm, fenfible 
of his difagreeable and .dangerous fituation, defired leave to make a jo,urney to 
Rome, in order to lay the cafe before the fovereign pontiffll. Henry, well pleafed 
to rid himfelf without violence of fo inflexible an antagonill, readily granted him 
permiffion; and Anfelm fet out on his journey. He was attended to the fea-
coaft by infinite multitudes, not only monks and clergymen, but people of all 
ranks, who Jcrupled not in this manner t9 declare for their primate againft their 
fovereign, and who regarded his departure as the final abolition of religion and 
true piety in the kingdom§. The King, however, confifcated all t_he revenues 
of his fee; and fent William de Warelwaft to neg·ociate with Pafcal, and to find 
fome means of accommodation in this delicate affair,!-. 

THE Englilh minifter told Pafcal, that his mafter would rather 1ofe his crown 
than part with the right of granting inve.llitures.. ~' And I," replied Pafcai, 
" would rather lofe my head than allow h~m to retain it*." Henry fecretly 
prohibited Anfelm to return~. unlefs he :refolved to conform himfelf to the 
Jaws and ufages of the kingdom i .and the prelate took up his refidence at 

"* Eadmer, p. 6). W. Malm~ p. 22$· t Eadmer, p. 66. W. Malm. p. 225. Hoyeden, 
p. 469. Sim. Dunelm. p. zz8. 1 Hoveden, p. 4-70. Chron, St. Petri de Burgo, p. 59• 
Flor. Wigorn. p. 651. 11 Eadmer, p. 70. W. Maim. p. 226. § Eadmer, p. 71. 

+ W. Maim. p. zz6. ""' Eadmer, p. 73· W. Maim. p. 226. .M. Paris1 p. fO. 
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Chap. VI. Lyons*, in expectation, that the King would at laft be obliged to yield the point;. 
t1o7. which was the prefent object of controverfy between them. Soon after, he was. 

allowed to return to his monaftery at Bee in Normandy; and Henry, 1J;lefides re
ftoring to him the revenues of his ft.e, treated him with the greateft refpect, and' 
held feveral conferences with him, in order to fofcen his oppofition, and bend him. 
to fubmiffion t. The peopfe of England, who thought all differences now ac-
commodated, were inclined to blame their primate for abfentihg himfelf fo long·. 
from his charge ;. and he daily received letters from his partizans, reprefenting. the 
neceffity of his fpeedy return. The total extinction, they told him, of religion 
and Chriftianity was likely to enfue from the want of his fatherly care: The mofu: 
ihocking cuftoms prevail in England : And the dread of his feverity being now 
removed·, fodomy and the praCtice of wearing long hair gain ground among art 
ranks of men, and thefe enormities openly appear every where,_ without fenfe o£ 
ihame or fe.ar of punlfhment t.. 

THE policy of the court of Rome_ has been commonly much admired; and: 
men, iudging by fuccefs, have bellowed the hig~eft eulogies on that pn~dence.;. 
by which a power,. from fuch. £lender beginnings, could advance,. without force 
of arms,_ to efl:ablilh an uni_verfal and almoft abfoli.lte monarchy in Europe. But 
t}le wifdom of fuch a lonK fucceffion of men~ who filled the papal throne,. and 
who were of fuch different ages-, tempers,, and·. interefrs.,. is not intelligible, and 
could never have place in nature. The infi:rument, indeed, with which they 
wrought, the ignorance and fl1perfi:ition of the people, is fo g_rofs an engine, of 
fuch univerfal prevalence, and fo little liable to accident or diforder, that it may. 
be fuccefsful even in the 'moft_ unfkilfuf hands; and. fcarce any indifcretion can 
fruftrate its operations. While the court of Rome was openly abandoned to the· 
moft flagrant .diforders, even while it was torne with. fchifms and faB:ions, the 
power of the church made dai:ly a fenfible p.rogrefs in Europe; and the temerity 
of Gregory and the caution of Pafcal were equally fortunate in promoting it. Tlie 
clergy, feeling the neceffity of protection againfi: the violence of princes, or vigor 
of the laws, were well pleafed to adhere to a foreign head; who, being removed 
from the fear-of the civil authority, could freely employ the power of the whole 
church in defending their antient or·ufurped properties and privileges, when invaded 
in any particular .country : The· monks, defirous of an independance on their dio
cefans, profeff'ed niH a more devoted attachment to the triple crown ; and the
ftupid people poff'elted no fcience nor reafon, which they could oppofe to the moil: 
exorbitant pretenfions. Nonfenfe paffed for demonftration : The moft criminal 

* Eadmer, ·p·-75• W. Maim. P• zz6. M. Paris, p. 41. Chron. Dunftaple, p. x8. 
t Hoveden, p. 471, :t. Eadmer, p. p~ 81. 
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means were fancHfied by the piety of the end : Treaties were not fqppofed to be Chap. vr. 
binding where the interefts of God were concerned : The antient laws and cuf- x 107. 

toms of fl:ates had no authority againft a divine right : Impudent forgeries were 
received as authentic monuments of antiquity : And the champions of holy 
church, if fuccefsful, were celebrated as heroes ; if unfortunate, wete worfhi pped 
as martyrs; and all events thus turned out equally to the advantage of clerical 
ufurpations. Pafcal himfelf, the prefent Pope, was, in the courfe of this very 
controverfy concerning inveftitures, involved in circumftances, and neceffitated 
to follow a conduct, which would have drawn difgrace and ruin on any temporal 
prince, that had been fo unfortunate as to fall into a like fituation. His perfon 
was feized by the Emperor Henry V. and he was obliged, by a formal treaty, to 
refign to that monarch the right of granting invefl:itures, for which they had fo 
long contended*. In order to add greater f6lemnity to this agreement, the Em-
peror aAd Pope communicated together upon the fame hofl:e; one half of which 
was given to the prince, the other taken by the pontiff: The moft tremendous 
imprecations were publicly denounced on either of them who fhould violate the 
treaty : Yet no fooner did Pafcal recover his liberty, than he recalled all his con-
ceffions, and pronounced the fentence of excommunication againft the Emperor, 
who, in the end, . was obliged to fubmit to the terms required of him, and to 
yield up all his pretenfions, which he could never recall t . 
. THE King of England had very near fallen into the fame dangerous fitua~ 
tion : Pafcal had already excommunicated the earl of Meulent, and the other mi
nifters of Henry, who were inftrumental in. fupporting his pretenfions :j:: He 
daily menaced the King himfelf with a like fentence; and he fufpended the blow 
Gnly to give him leifure to efcape it by a timely fubmiffion. The malecontents 
waited -impatiently for the opportunity of difturbing his government by confpira
cies and infurreB:ions lJ : The King's greateft friends were anxious at the pro
fpeB: of an incident, which would fet their religious and civil duties at variance 
with each other: And the countefs of Blois, his fifter, a princefs of piety, who 
had great influence over him, was affrighted with the danger of her brother's 
eternal damnation§. Henry, on the other hand, feemed determined to run ali 
hazards, rather than reGgn a prerogative of fuch importance, which had been en
joyed by all his predeceffors ; and it feemed probable, from his great prudence 
:and ability, that he m!ght be able to fuftain his rights, and finally prevail in the 
conteft. While Pafcal and Henry thus ftood mutually in awe of each other, it 

to W. Malm. p. 167. t Padre Paolo fopra benef. ecclef. p. 112. W. Malm. p. 170. 

Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 63. Sim. Dunclm. p. 233. t Eadmer, p. 7t;· 
U Eadmer, p. So. § Eadmer, p. 79• 
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Chap. VI. was the more eafy to bring about an accommodation between them, and to find 
1Io7. a medium, in which they might both agree. 

Compromife BEFORE bifhops took poffeffion of their dignities, they had formerly been ac-
with Anfelm. cuftomed to pars thro' two ceremonials : They received from the hands of the 

fovereign a ring and crofier, as fymbols of their office; and this was called their 
invefliture: They alfo made thofe fubmiffions to the prince, required of valfals 
by the rights of-the feudal law, which received the name of homage. And as the 
King might refufe both to grant the inveftitur-e and to receive the homage, tho' 
the chapter had, by fome canons of the middle age, been endowed with the right 
of election, the fovereign had in reality the fole power of appointing prelates. Ur
ban II. had equally de.prived laymen of the rights of granting inveftiture and of re
ceiving homage* : The emperors never were able, by all their wars and negotia
tions, to make any diftinB:ion be admitted between them ! The interpofition of pro
fane laymen in any particular, was frill reprefented as impious and abominable :. 
And the church openly afpired to a total independance on the ftate. But Henry had 
put England, as well as Normandy, in fuch a fituation as gave greater weight to 
his negotiations ; and Pafcal was for the prefent contented with his refigning the· 
right of granting invefiitures, by which the fpiritual dignity was fuppofed to be con
ferred ; and he allowed the bilhops to do homage for their temporal properties and: 
privileges t. The pontiff was well pleafed to have made this acquifition, which, 
he hoped, would in time involve the whole:- And the King, anxious to procure
an efcape from a very dangerous fituation, was contented to retain fome, tho' a: 
more precarious authority, in the election of prelates. 

AFTER the principal controverfy was accommodated,_ it was not diflicult to 
adjuft the other differences. The Pope allowed Anfelm to communicate with the 
prelates, who had already received inveftitures from the crown; and he only 
required of them rome fubmiffions for their paft mifcondutl::j:. He alfo granted 
Anfelm a plenary power of remedying every other dirorder, which, he faid, might 
arife from the barbaroufnefs of the country II· Such was the idea which the Popes 
then entertained of the Englilh ; and nothing can be a ftronger proof of the mi
ferable ignora~ce in which that people were then plunged, than that a man, who. 
fat on the papal throne,_ and who fubfifted by abfurdities and nonfenfe, fhould think 
himrelf intitled to treat them as barbarians. 

DuRING the courfe of thefe controverfies, a fynod was held at WeHminfter,. 
where the King, intent only on the main difpute, allowed fome canons of lds con-

"' Eadmer, p. 91. W. Maim. p. 163. Sim. Dunelm. p. zp. t Eadmer, p. 91. W. 
Malm. p. 164. 227. Ho·Jedcn, p. 471. M. Paris, p. 43· T. Rudb, p. 274· Brompton, p. IOoo. 

Wilkins, p. 303. Chron. Dunft. p. 21. t EJdroer, p. 87, II Eadmer, p. 91. 
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fequence to be enaCl:ed,. which tended to promote the ufurpations of the clergy. Chap. vr. 
The marriage of priefts was prohibited ; a point which it was frill found very di£- 1 107· 

ficult to carry into execution : And even laymen .. were not allowed to marry 
within the feventh degree of affinity *. By this contrivance, the Pope aug-
mented the profits, which he reaped from granting difpenfations ; and likewife 
thofe from divorce.s. For as the art of writing was then rare, and parifh regif-· 
ters were not regularly. kept, it was not eafy to afcertain the degrees of affinity 
even among people of rank ; and any man, who had money fufficient to pay for it, 
might obtain a divorce, on pretence that his wife was more nearly related to him 
than was permitted by the canons. The fynod alfo paired a vote, prohibiting the 
laity i:o wear long hair t. The averfion of the clergy to this mode was not con-
fined to England. When the King went over to Normandy, before he had con-
quered that province, the bi!hop of Seez, in a formal harangue, earneftly applied 
to him to redrefs the manifold diforders under which the government laboured,.. 
and to oblige the people to polJ their hair in a decent form. Henry, tho' he would 
not refign his prerogatives to the church, was very willing to part with his hair:: 
He cut it in the form which they required of him, and obliged all the courtiers to, 
imitate his example t. 

THE acquifition of Normandy was a great point of Henry's ambition ; being Wars abroad. 

the antient patrimony of his f~mily, and the only territory, which, while in his 
poffeffion, gave him any weight or confideration on the continent : But the in~ 
juftice of his ufurpation was the fource of great inquietude, involved him in fre-
quent wars, and obliged him to impofe on his Engli!h fubjecrs thofe many heavy 
and arbitrary taxes, of which all the hiftorians of that age unanjmoufly complain ll· 
His nephew, William, was but fix years of age, when ~e committed him co the 
care of Helie de St. Saen; and. it is probable, that his reafon for intrufting that 
important charge to a man of fuch unblemifhed charaCter, was to prevent all 
malignant fufpicions, in cafe any accident fhould befal the life of the young prince. 
He foon repented him of this choice ; but when he defired to recover polfeffion 
of William's perfon,. Helie withdrew his pupil, and carried him to the court of 
Fulk, count of Anjou, who gave him proteCtion§. In proportion as the young 
prince grew up to man's eftate, he difcovered virtues fuitabie to his birth ; and 
wandering thro' _different courts of Europe, excited the friendly compaffion of 
rnally princes,. and raifed a general indignation againft his uncle, who had fo 
unjuft:ly bereaved him of his- inheritance. 1..ewis the Grofs, fon of Philip, was-. 

* Eadmer, p. 67, 68. Spelm. Cone. vol. ii p. 22. t Eadmer, p. 68. t Order. Vi· 
tal. p. 816. II Eodmer, p. 8:3. Chron. Sax. p. 211, 2rz, 213,. 219, 220, 228. H, Hunt• 
p~ 380. Hoveden, P· 470. Ann. Waver]. p. 143. § Order. V1tal. p. 837. 
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Chap. VI. at this time King of France, a brave and generous prince, who .having been 
1110

• obliged, during the lifetime of his father, to fly into England, in order 
to efcape the perfecutions of his fiepmother, Bertrude, had been protected by 
_Henry, and had thence conceived a perfonal friendfhip for him. But thefe ties 
were foon diifolved after the acceffion of Lewis, who found his interefis to be in 
fo many particulars oppofite to thofe of the Engli!h monarch, and who became 
fenfible of the danger attending the annexation of Normandy to England. He 
joined, therefore, the counts of Anjou and Flanders in giving difquiet to Hen
ry's government; and this monarch, in order to defend his foreign dominions, 
found himfelf obliged to go over to Normandy, where he refided two years. 
The war which enfued among thefe princes was attended with no memorable 
tranfaction, and produced only flight fkirmifhes on the frontiers, agreeable to 
the weak condition of the fovereigns in that age, whenever their fubjects were not 
rouzed by fome great and urgent occafion. Henry, by contraCting his eldeft 
fon, William, to the daughter of Fulk *, detached that prince from the al1iance, 
and obliged the others to come to an accommodation with him. This peace 
was not of long duration. His nephew, William, retired to the court of Bald
win~ earl of Flanders, who efpoufed his caufe ; and the King of France, having 
foon after, for other reafons, joined the party, a new war was kindled in Norman
dy, which produced no event more memorable than had attended the former. 

u18. At I aft the death of Bald win, who was !lain in an aCtion near Eu, gave fome re-

nig. 

fpite to Henry., and enabled him to carry on war with more advantage againft his 
,enemies t. 

"Lrwis, finding himfelf unable to wreft Normandy from the King by force of 
arms, had recourfe to the dangerous expedient, of applying to the fpiritual power~ 
and of affording the ecclefiafl:ics a pretence to interpofe in the temporal interefis 
of prif.lces. He carried young William to a general council, which was alfem-
bled at Rheims by Pope Calixtus II. prefented the Norman prince to them., 
complained of the manifeft ufurpation and injufi:ice of Henry, craved .the affift
ance of rhe church for reinftating the true heir in his dominions, a·nd reprefented 
the enormity of detaining in prifon fo brave a prince as Robert, one of the moft: 
eminent champions of the crofs, and who by that very quality was placed under the 
immediate proteCtion of the holy feet· Henry knew how to defend the rights of 
his crown with vigour., and yet with dexterity. He had fent over the Englifh bi
.fuops to this fynod; but at the fame time had warned them, that, if any farther claims 
were fiarted by the ·Pope or the eccleGafl:ics, he was determined to adhere to the 

* Chron. Sax. p.·ZZI. W. Malm. P· 160. Knyghton, p. 2380. t Chron. Sax. p. 122. 

H.-Hunt. p. '38o. Order. Vital, p. 843• M. Paris, p. 47· t Order. Vitat p. 158. 
4 laws 
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Faws and cuftoms of England, and maintain the prerogatives tranfmitted to him 
by his anceftors. '' Go," faid he to them, '"' falute the Pope in my name, 
&' hear his apoftolical precepts; but take care to bring none of his new inventions 
'·' into my kingdom." Finding, however, that it would be eafier for him to 
elude than oppofe .the efforts of Calixtus, he· gave his ambaffadors orders to gain 

\ 

the Pope and his favourites- by liberal prelents and promiles. The complaints of 
the Norman prince were thenceforth heard with great coldnefs by the counciL; 
and Calixtus confeffed, after a conference, which he had the fame fummer with 
Henry, that, of all men, whom. he had ever yet been acquainted with, he was 

beyond comparifon the moft eloquent and perfuafive. 

THE warlike meafures of Lewis proved as ineffectual as his intrigues. He 
had ! •<c: a fcheme for furprizing Noyon; but Henry, having received intelligence 
of the defign, marched to the relief of che place, and fuddenly attacked the 
French at Andelr7, as they were advancing to Noyon. A !harp action enfued; 
where William, the fon of Robert~ behaved with great bravery, and the King 
himfelf was in the moft imminent danger. He was wounded in the head by Crif-., 
pin, a gall aN Nurman officer, who had followed the fortunes of William*; bll't 
being rather animJ.ced than terrified by the blow, he immediately beat his antago-
nift to the ground, and fo encouraged his troops by the example, that they put 
the French to total rout; and had very nearly taken their king prifoner. The dig
nity of the perfons, engaged in this f!drmilh, rendered it the moil: memorable 
aCtion of the war: For in other refpects, it was not of great importance. There 
were nine hundred horfemen, who fought on both fides.; yet were there only 
three perfons fiain. The reft were defended by that heavy armour, worn by the· 
eavalry in thofe times t. An accommodation foon after enfued between the· 
Kings of France and England ; and the interefts of young _William were entirely;; 
neglected in it. 

Chap. VI-. 
1119_• 

BuT this public profperity of Henry was much overbalanced by a domeftiC cap - ~ 
1 I 2Co , 

]amity, which bet~! him. His only ~o~, Wi~liam, .had no~ reached his eighteenth Death of 
year; and the Kmg, from the facility, With wh1ch he h1mfdf had ·ufurped the prince Wil-.

crown, dreading, that a like revolution might fubvert his family, had taken care liam. · 

to· have him recognized his fucceffor ·by the ftates of the kingdom :j:, and had 
car:-ied him over to Normandy, to receive the homage of the barons of that 
dutchy. On his return, he fet fail from Barfleur, and was foon carried by a fair . 

wind out· of fight of land. The p_rince was detained by fome accident ; and his 

* H. Hunt. p. 381 •. M. Paris, p·. 47· Diceto, p. 503, Brompton, p. 1007. M.'Weft.- p.·239• . 
t Order. Vital. p. 854· :j:. W.. Maim. p. -16:5. 

failors~ 



H I S T 0, R__ Y o F E N G L A N D. 

c~~c,p. vr. failors, as well as their captain, Thomas Fitz-Stephens, having fpent the inter-

1 
120

• val in drinking, were fo ftuftered, that, being in a hurry to follow the King., 
they heedlefsly carried the {hip on a rock, where ilie immediately foundered *. 
The prince was put into the long boat, and had got clear of the iliip, when 
hearing the cries of his natural fifter, the countefs of Perche, he ordered the fea
men to row back, in hopes of faving her : But the numbers, who crowded in, 
foon funk the boat ; and the prince with all his retinue periilied t. Above an 
hundred and forty young noblemen, of the principal families of England and Nor
mandy, were loft on this occaGon. A butcher of Roiien was the only perfon on 
board who ekaped t : He clung to the mafr, and was taken up next morning by 
fiihermen. Fitz-Stephens, the captain, took hold alfo of the maft; but being ir.
formed by the butcher, that prince \Villiam had periilied, he faid, that he would 
not furvive the difafter : and he threw himfelf headlong into the fea II· Henry en
tertained hopes, for three days, that his fon had put into fome diftant port of 
England : But when certain intelligence of the calamity was brought him, he 
fainted away ; and it was remarked, that he never after was feen to fmile, nor 
ever recovered his wonted chearfulnefs §. 

THE death of William may be regarded, in one refpe&, as a misfortune to the 
Engliili ; becaufe it was the immediate fource of thofe civil wars, which, after 
the demife of the King, caufed fuch confufion in the nation : But it is re
markable, that the young prince had entertained a violent averfion to the natives; 
and he had been heard to threaten, that, when he iliould be King, he would make 
them draw the plough, and would turn them into beafts ()f bllrthen. Thefe pre. 
po!feffions he inherited from his father, who, though he was wont, when it might 
ferve his purpofes, to value himfelf on his birth, as a native of England -1-, 
fu.owed, in the courfe of his government, an extreme prejudice againft that peo
ple. All hopes of preferment, to ecclefiaftical as well as civil dignities, were de· 
nied them during this whole reign; and any foreigner, however ignorant or worth-. 
lefs, was fure to have the preference in every competition *. As the Englifh had 
·given no difturbance to the government during the courfe of fifty year-s, this in
veterate antipathy, in a prince of fo much temper as well as penetration, forms a 
prefumption that the Engliih of that age were ftill a rude and barbarous people 
even compared to the Normans, and impreffes us with no very favourable idea of 
the Anglo-Saxon manners. 

• Order. Vita1, ·p. &68. t W. Malm. p. 16,. H. Hunt. p. 3Si, Hoveden, p. 476. Brompton, 
P· Jor:z,. t Sim. Dunelm .• p. Ztj.Z. Alured Bever!. p. Itj.8. II Order. Vital. p. 868. 

! Hoveden, p. 476. Order. Vital. p. 869. Sim. Dundm. p. 2j2· Alur. Bever!. p. 148. 
:1- G,ul. Neub,, lib. 1. cap. 3• ~ Eadmer, p. I 10. · 
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PRINCE William left no children;. and the King had not now any leg~timate Ch1p. vr. 
)ifue ; except one daughter, Matilda, whom, in r 1 1 o, he had betrothed, tho' 
only eight years of age*, to the Emperor Henry V. and whom he had then 
fent over to be educated in Germany t ., But as her abfence from the kingdom, K' , r d 

• t:: • f: mg s 1econ 
and her marriage tnto a J.OreJgn amily, might endanger the fuccellion, Henry, marriage. 

who was now a widower, was induced to marry in hopes of having fons ; and 
he made his addreffes to Adelais, daughter of Godfrey, duke of Lovaine, and 
ni~ce to Pope Calixtus, a young princefs of an amiable perfon :j:. But Adelais 
brought him no children , and the prince, who was moil: likely to dilpute the 
fucceffion, and even the immediate poifeffion of the crown, recovered hopes of 
fubverting his rival, who had fucceffively feized all his p~trimonial dominions. 
William, the fon of duke Robert, was fl:ill proteCted in the court of Lewis, King 
of France ; and as Henry's connexions with Fulk, count of Anjou, were broke 
off by the death of his fon, that count joined the party of the unfortunate prince, 
gave him bis daughter in marriage, and affifl:ed him in railing difl:urbant:.es in Nor-
mandy. But Henry found the means of drawing off the count of J\njou, by 
forming anew with him a nearer connexion than the former, and one more mate
rial to the interefts of his family. The Emperor, his fon-in-law, dying without 
iffue, he beftowed his daughter on Geoffrey, the eldeft fon of Fulk, and endeaq 
voured to enfure her fucceffion, by having her recognized heir of all his domi-
nions, and obliging the barons both of Normandy and England to fwear fealty 
to her II· He hoped, that the choice of this hufband would be more agreeable to 
all his fubjeCts than that of the Emperor; as fecuring them from the fears of fall~· 
ing under the dominion of a great and diftant potentate, who might bring them 
into fubjetl:ion, and reduce their country to the rank of a province: But th~ ba~ 
rons were difpleafed, that a ftep fo material to_ national interefl:s had been taken 
without confulting them § ; and Henry had experienced too fenfibly the turbu-

• Chron. Sax. p. 21 ~· W. Maim. F• r£6. Order. Yital. p. 838. 
t Henry, by the feudal cuftoms, was in titled to levy a tax for the marrying his eldefl: daughter, 

~nd he exaCl:ed three .fhiUings a hyde on all England. H. Hunt. p. 579· Some hi!lorians (as Brady, 
P· 270. and Tyrell., vol. ii. p. 182.) heedlefsly m?.ke this fum amount to abo~e 8oo,ooo pounds of 
-our prefent money: But it cm~ld not exceed 135 ,ooo. Five hydes, fometimes lefs, made a knight's 
fee, of which there were about 6o,ooo in England, confequently near 3oo,ooo hydes; and at the rate 
of three .fh !lings a hyde, the fum would amount to 4S ,o:o pounds, or 13 5 ,OO:J of our prefent money • 
.See Rudborne, p. 257. In the Saxon times. there were only computed 243,6oo hydes in England. 

t Chron. Sax. p. 223. W. Malm. p. 165. II Chron. Sax. p. 230. W. Malm. p. 175• 
Gul. Gemet. p. 304. Chron. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 68. 

§ W. Maim. p. 175"· The Annals of Waverly, p. 150. fay, that the King aiked and obtained 
the confent of all the barono. 
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Chap. VI. lency of their difpofition,:. not to dread the effeCts of their refentment. It feemed -
probable, that his nepltew~s party might gain force from the increafe of the male
contents; and an acceffion of- power, which that prince inherited a little afcer, 
tended to render his pretenfions ftill more dangerous. Charles earl of Flanders 
being affaffihated during the celebration of divine fervice, King Lewis imme
diately put the young prince in po!feffion of -that county, to which he had pre-

ll z8. tenfibns, in the right of his grandmother Matilda, wife to the Conqueror*'; But~ 

William furvived a very little time this piece of good fortune, which feemed to , 
open the door to ftill farther profperity. He was killed in a fkirmilh with the 
land grave of Alface, his competitor for Flanders; and his death put an ·end, for
the prefent, to the jealoufy and inquietude of Henry t! 

Ta-E chief merit of this prince's government .. confifts in the profound tranq1:1il-
lity which he efiabliihed and maintained- throughout all his .dominions during_. 
the greatefr part of his reign :t:... The mutinous barons were retained in fubjec
tion; and his neighbours,. in every .attempf whic_h tbey _made upon him, found' 
him fo_ well _prepared,_ that- they were difcouraged from continuing_ or renewing. 
their enterprizes_. In order to_ reprefs the incurfions of. the WeHh, he brought 
over fome.FI·emings in tbe year I 1 J I, and fettled them in Ptmbrokeihire, _where
they long m-aintai{le.d a different Jang.uage, _and. cuffoms and manners; from their 
neighbours II·_ Tho' his g~wernment feems to have been arbitrary. in England, 
it was judicious and prudent; and. was. as little.oppreffive as the neceffity of his·, 
affairs would permit.. He wanted not attention to the reclrefs of grievances ; and , 
hiftorians mention in particular the levying purveyance, which he endeavoured 
to. moderate and refrrain. The tenants. in th-e King's demefne lands were at that · 
time obliged to fupply gratis the court with provifions, and to furnilh carriages 
on the fame hard terms, when the King made a progrefs' into any of the coun· 
ties. Thefe exaCtions were fo grievous, and levied in fo licentious a manner-, 
that the farmers, when they heard of the court's approach, often deferted their. 
homes, as if an enemy had invaded them§; and iheltered their perfons and ·fa-
milies in the woods from the infults of the King's retinue. Henry prohibited · 
thefe enormities, and punifhed the pe(fons guiltY of them by cutting off their 
hands, legs, or other members+· But the prerogative was perpetual; .the re:t -
medy applied by Henry was but temporary; and the violence of this remedy, 
fo far from being a fecurity to the people, was only a proof of the ferocity of the~· 
government in that age, and threatened a quick return of like abufes. 

• Chron. Sax. p. 2 31. Gul. Gem. p. 299· Alur. Bever I. p. I 51., t Chron. Sax. p. 23_2. 

:): Gul. Gemet. P· 302· H w. Maim. P· I s8. Brompton, P· l003•" § Eadmer, 
_p. 94· Chron. Sax, p. 21 z. + Eadmer, p. 94· 



H E N R y I. 

ONE great and difficult objeCt of the King's prudence was the guarding againfl: 
the incroachments of the court of Rome, and protetl:ing the liberties of the 
church of England. The Pope, in the year J IOI, had fent Guy, archbi1hop of 
Vienne, as legate into Britain ; and tho' he was the firfl: that for many years had 
appeared there in that charaCter, and his commiffion gave general furprize *, the 
King, who was then in the commencement of his reign, and was attended with 
many difficulties, was obliged to fubmit to this encroachment on his authority. 
But in the year 1 1 16, Anfelm, abbot of St. Sabas, who was coming over wit-h 
a like legatine commiffion, was prohibited to enter the kingdom t ; and Pope 
Calixtus, who in his turn was then labouring under many difficulties, by reafon 
of the pretenfions of Gregory, an anti-pope, was obliged to promife, that .he 
never would for the future, except when folicited by the King himfelf, fend an¥ 
legate into England :j:. Notwithftanding this engagement, the Pope, fo foon as 
he had fuppreffed his antagonift, granted the Cardinal de Crema a legatine com
million for that kingdom ; and the King, who, by reafon of his nephew's in
trigues and invafions, found himfeif at that time in a dangerous fituation, was 
obliged to fubmit to the exercife of this commiffion 11. A fynod was called by 
the legate at London; where, among other canons, a vote paffed, enatling fe
vere penalties on the marriage of the clergy § ; and the Cardinal, in a public ha
rangue, declared it to be an unpardonab1e enormity, that a prieft 1hould dare to 
confecrate and touch the body of Chrift immediately after he had rifen from the 

fide of a ftrumpet: For that was the decent appellation which he gave to the 
wives of the clergy. 'But it happened, that, the very next night, the officers of 
jufl:ice, breaking into a diforderly houfe, found the Cardinal in bed with a cour
tezan +; an incident which threw fuch a ridicule upon him, that he immediately 
ftole out of the kingdom : The fynod broke up ; and the canons againft the mar-
l'iage of clergymen were worfe executed than ever *. -
. HENR v, in order to prevent this alternate revolution, of conceffions and in

croachments, fent William, then archbiihop of .Ca~terbury, to remonftrate with 
the court of Rome againfl: thefe abufes, and to affert the liberties of the Englifh 
churches_. It was an ufua] maxim with every Pope, when he found that he could 
not prevail in any pretenfion, to grant princes or ftates a power which they had 

* Eadmer, p. 58. t Hoveden, p. 474· :j: Eadmer, p. 125, 137, 138. 
II Chron. Sax. p. 229. § .Spelm. Cone. vol. ii. p. 34• 
+ Hoveden, p. 478. M. Paris, p. 48. Matth. Weft. ad ann. 1 I 25. H. Huntingdon, p. 382, 

It is remarkable, that this ]aft writer, who was a clergyman as well as the others, makes an apology 
for ufing fuch freedom with the fathers of the church; but fays, that the fact was notorious, and 
ought not to be concealed. * ·Chron. Sax. p. 234. 
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always exercifed, to refume at a. proper feafon the claim which feemed to Be re=-: 
figned, and to pretend, that the civil magiftrare had poife!fed the authority only
from a fpecial indulgence of the Roman pontiff. After this manner, the Pope,. 
finding that the French nation would. not admit his claim of granting inveftitures,. 
had paffed a bull, giving the King that authority ; and he ·now practifed a like 
invention to elude the complaints· of the King ef England. He made the arch
billiop of Canterbury his legate, renewed his commiffion from time to time, and. 
ftill pretended, that the rights, which that prelate had ever exercifed as metropo
litan, were entirely derived from the indulgence of the apoftolic fee. The Eng~ 
lifh princes, and Henry in particular, who were glad to avoid any prefent contefb 
of fo dangerous a nature, commonly acquiefced by their- filence in thefe preten• 
fions of the court of Rome*. 

As every thing in England remained in the utmoft tranquHlity, Henry took. 
the opportunity of paying a vifit to Normandy, to which he was invited, as well· 
by his affection for that country, as by his tendernefs for his daughter the Em
prefs, Matilda, who was always his favourite. Some time after,. th~t princefs 

P33· was delivered of a fen, who received the nam~ of Henry; and the King, farther 
to enfure her fucceffion, made all the nobility ofEngland and Normandy renew· 
the oath of fealty, which they had already fworn to her t. The joy of this· 
event, and the fatisfaB:ion which he reaped from his daughter's company, who: 
bore fucceffively two other fans, n1ade -his refidence in Normandy very agree
able to him t ; and he feemed determined to pafs the reft of his days in that· 
country ; when an incurfion of the Wellh obliged him to think of returning into. 

1135• England. He was preparing fpr the journey, when he was feized with a fudden 
fl. fD illnefs at St. Dennis le Ferment, from eating too plentifully of lampreys, a food: 

luO ecem. • . • . . . . 
· wh1ch always agreed better Wlth ms palate than h1s conftttuuon u. He died in 

• The legates a !atere, as they were called, were a kind of delegates-, who po:ff'effed the full power 
of the Pope in all the provinces committed to their charge, and were very bufy in extending, as well 
asexercifing it. They nominated to all vacant benefices, alTern bled fynods, and were a.nxious to main
tain ecclefiaftical privileges, which never could be fully protetled without incroachments on the civil 
power. If there was the leaft concurrence or 6ppo[!tio~, it was always fuppofed that the civil power 
was to give way: Every deed, which had the leaft pretence of holding of any thing fpiritual, as mar
riages, tellaments, promilfory oaths, were brought into the fpiritual court, and could not be canv~f
fed before a civil magiftrate. Thefe were the eftablifhed laws of the church; and where a legate was 
fent immediately from Rome, he was fure to maintain the papal claims with the utmoft rigor: But 
it was an advantage to the King to have the archbifhop of Canterbury appointed lega:e, becaufe the 
connexions of that prelate with the kingdom tende.i to moderate his meafures. 

t W. Maim. p. 177. t H. Hunt. p. 315. U H. Hunt. p. 385. M. Paris, p. so. 
the 
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the uxty-feventh year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of~is reign; leaving by will Chap. VL 

his daughter, Matilda, heirefs of all his dominions, without making any men-. 1 r35~ 
tion of her hufband, Geoffrey, who had given him feveral caufes of difpleafl.lre *. Death 

THis prince was one of the moft accomplifhed that has filled the Englifh throne, an:i character 

and poffeffed all the qualities both of body and mind, natural and acquired, which of Henry. 

could fit him for the high ftation, to which he attained. Hi'> perfon was manly,. 
his countenance engaging, his eyes clear, ferene, and penetrating. The affabi-
lity of his addrefs encouraged thofe who might be overawed by the fenfe of his. 
dignity or of his wifdom; and tho' he often indulged his facetious humour, he 
knew how to temper it with difcretion, and ever kept at a dillance from all in-
decent familiarities with his courtiers. His fuperior eloquence and judgment 
would have given him an afcendant even had he been born in a private ftation ; 
and his perfonal bravery would have procured him refpetl:, even tho' ic had been 
refs fupported by art and policy. By his great progrefs in literature, he acquired 
the name of Beau-clerc or the fcholar; but his application to thefe fedentary pur-
fuits abated nothing 'of the aCtivity and vigilance of his government; and tho~; 
the learning of that age was better fitted to corrupt than improve the underfi:and-
ing,. his natural good.fenfe preferved itfelf untainted both from the pedantry and 
:fuperftition, which were·then fo prevalent among men of letters. His temper 
was very fufceptible of the fentiments as well of friendfhip as of refentment t ·; 
and his ambition, tho'" high, might be efieemed moderate and reafonable; had 
not his conduct towards his brother and nephew ihowed th<l.t he was too much 
difpofed to facrifice to it all the maxims of juftice and equity. But the total 
incapacity o£ Robert for government afforded his younger brother a reafon or 
pretence for feizing the fcepter both of Normandy and England ; and when vio-
lence and ufurpation are once begun, neceffity obliges a· prince to contimie in· 
the fame criminal courfe, and engages him in meafures, which his better judg-
ment and founder principles would otherwife have induced him to reject with, 
warmth and indignation. 

KING Henry was much addiCI:d to women ; and hiftorians mention no lefs 
than feven illegitimate fons and fix: daughters., who wtre born to him :j:. Hunt~ 

jng was alfo o?e of his favourite amufements; and he exercifed great rigor on 
thofe who encroached on the royal fordh, which were augmented during this 
reign If, tho' their num:,er and extent were already enormous. To kill a fi:ag was 
as criminal as to murder a man : He made all the dogs be mutilated, which were 
kept on the. borders of his fordts : And he fometimes deprived his fubjeets of the: 

* W. Maim. p. 178. 
ll W. Maim, P· 179. 

6 

. t Order. Vital. p. f?o5. :j: Gul. Gemet.lib. 8. cap. 29. 
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liberty of hunting on their own lands, or even cutting their own :woods. ·In 
other refpects, he executed juftice, andthat with rigour ; the beft maxim which a 

·prince in that age could follow. Stealing was firft made capital if) this reign* : 
_Falfe coining, which was then a very common crime, and which had· ex
tr-emely debafed the money, was punilhed feverely by Henry t. :Near fifty 
criminals of this kind were at one time hanged or mutilated ; and tho' thefe pu
nilhments feem to have been exercifed in fomewhat an arbitrary manner, they 
were grateful to the. people, more attentive to pr.efent advanta,ges, thanjealous of 
general laws. There is a code, which paffes. under the :name of Henry I. but 
the beft antiquarians have agreed not to think it genuirie. It is however a very 
antient compilation, and may be ufeful to inftruct us in the manners and cuftoms 
of the. times. It .appears from it, ,·.that a. great diftinftion was then made between 
the Englilh a_nd Normans, much to the. advantage of the latter :f:. The deadly 
feuds and the liberty of private· revenge, which: had been avowed by the Saxon 
laws, .were. frill. continued, and were not yet-wholly illegal I!. 

HENRY, on his acceffion, granted a charter to London, which feems to have 
~been the firft fre.p towards rendering that city a corporation. By this charter, they 
were empowered to hold the farm of Middlefex at three hundred pounds a year, 

·to eleCt their ·'Own dberiff and jufticiary, and to hold pleas of the crown; they 
.were exempted from Scot, ·Danegelt, trials by combat, and lodging the King's 
~retin,ue. Thefe, with a confirmation of the privileges of their court of Huftings, 
,wardmetes, and common halls, and their liberty of hunting in Middlefex and 
·•Su_rrey, . are the .chief articles of this charter § . 

... _ Sim. Dunelm. p. Z31. Brompton, p. IOOO• Flor. Wigorn. p. 653. Hoveden, p. 471. 
·t Sim. Dunelm. p. 231. Brompton, p. rooo. 'Hoveden, p. 471. Annal. Waver!. p. 149• 

;t: LL. Hen. r. § tS, 75• U LL. Hen. § Sz . 
. § Lambar~i Archaionomia ex edit. Twifden Wilkins, p. 23S• 
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S T E P H E N .. 

Atce.ffz'on if Stephen---War with Scotland..;...__L"ifurreCiion in favour 
if Matilda--Stephen taken prifoner-Mati!da crowned-Ste-
phen releafed-Reflored to th~ crown..,---Continuation if the civil 
wars-Compromife between the King and prince Henry-:--Death of 
the King. 

I N the progrefs and Jettlement of the feudal law, the male fucceffion to fiefs Ch VII .... _ . ap. • 
· had· taken place fome time before the female was admitted ; and eftates, being 11 35· 

confidered as military benefices, not as property, were tranfmitted to fuch only 
as could fetve in the armies, and perform in perfon the conditions upon which 
they were originally granted. But after that the continuance of rights, during 
fame generations, in the fame family, had, in fame meafure, .obliterated the pri-
mitive idea, the females were gradually admitted to the poffe!Iion of feudal pro-
p~rty; -and the fame revolution of principles, which procured them the inhe-
ritance _of private eftates, naturally introduced their fucceffion to government and 
authority~ The failure, therefore, .of male-h-eirs to the kingdom of England and 
dutchy of Normandy, feemed to leave the fucceffibn open, without -a rival, 
to 'the emprefs~ Matilda; and as Henry had made all his valfals in both ftates 
fwear fealty to her, he prefumed, that they would not eafily be induced to depart 
at once from her hereditary right, and from their 'OWn reiterated oaths and en
gflgements. But the irregular manner, in which he· himfeif had acquired the 
.crown, might inftruB: him, that neither his Norman nor E'nglilh fubjetts were 
as yet capable of adhering to a ftriB: rule of government ; and as every precedent 
of this kind feems to give authority to new ufurpations, he had reafon to dread, 
even from his own family, fame invafion of his daughter's title,. which he had 
taken fuch pains to eftablifh. 

ADELA, daughter of William the Conqueror, had been married to Stephen, 
tount of Blois, and had brought him feveral fons; among whom, Stephen, and 
Henry, the two youngeft, had been invited over to England by the late King, 
and had received great honours, riches, and preferment from the zealous friend
!hip, which that prince .bore to every one,. that had been fo fortunate a.s. to ac~ 

3 ; quire 
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quire his favour and good opinion. Henry, who had betaken himfelf to the 
ecclefiaftical profeffion, was created abbot of Glaflenbury and bifhop of \Vin
-chefl:er; and tho' thefe dignities were confiderable, Stephen, his brother, had, 
from his uncle's liberality, attained efi:ablifhments frill more folid and durable*. 
The King had married him to Matilda, who was daughter and heir of Euftace 
count of Boulogne, and who brought him, befides th~t feudal fovereignty in 
'France, an immenfe property in,, England, which, in the diftribution of lands, 
had been conferred by the Conqueror on the family of Boulogne. S:ephen alfo 
by this marriage acquired a new connexion with the royal family of England; 
as Mary, his wife's mother, w;1s fifi:er to David, the prefent King of Scotland, 
and to Matilda, the firft wife of H·enry, and mother of the emprefs. The King, 
frill imagining~ that he ftrengthened the inrerefts of his family by the aggran
dizement of Srephen, to )k a pkafure in enriching him by the grant of new pof
feffions ; and he cenferred on him the great eftate fo, feited by Robert Mallet in 
England, and that forfeited by the earl of Mort~igne in Normandy. Stephen, in 
return, profe!fed a great attachment to his uncle ; and appeared fo zealous for the 
fucceffion of Matilda, that when the barons fwore fealty. to that princefs, be con
tended with Roberr, earl of Glocefier, the King's natural fon, who fhould firft 
be admitted to give her this teftirnony of devoted zeal and fidelity t_. Mean 
while, he ,continued to cultivate, by every art of popularity, the friend !hip and
affection of the Englirn nation; and many virtues,. with which he feemed to be 
endowed, favoured the fuccefs of his intentions. By his bravery, activity and 
vigor, he acquired the· efl:eem of the barons: By his generofity, and by an af
fable and familiar addrefs, unufual in that age among men of his high quality, he 
.obtained the affections of the people, particularly of the Londoners :f:. And tho' 
he dared not to take any fteps towards his farther grandeur, left he might expofe 
himfelf to the jealoufy of fo penetrating a prince as Henry ; he fiill hoped, that, 
by accumulating riches and power, and by acquiring popularity, he might fome 
time be able to open his way to the throne. 

No fooner had Henry expired·, than Stephen~ infenfible to all.the ties of gra
titude and fidelity, and blind to danger., gave ful1 reins to his criminal ambi
tion, and trufted, that, even without any previous intrigue., the celerity of his 
enterprize and the boldnefs of his attempt might overcome the weak attachment, 
which the Englifh and Nor mans in that age bore to the laws, and to the rights 
<>f their fove-reign. He haftened over to England; and tho' the citizens of Dover, 
and thofe of Canterbury, apprized of his purpofe, ibut their gates againft him, 

'Ill< Gul. Neubr. p. 360. Eromp•on, p. 1023. 
:t W. Malmef. p. 179· G~ft. Step. p. 928. 

he 
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he ftopped not till he arrived at London, where fome of the lower rank, inftigated Chap, vu. 
by his emiffaries, as well as moved by his general popularity, immediately faluted 1 135· 

him King. His next point was to acquire the good will of the clergy; and by 
performing the ceremony of his coronation, put himfelf in poffeffion of the throne, 
from which, he was confident, it would not be eafy afterwards to expel him. 
His brother, the bifhop of Winchefter, was ufeful to him in thefe capital articles; 
and having gained Roger, bifhop of Salifbury *, who,, tho' he owed a great for·· 
tune and advancement to the favour of the late King, preferved no fenfe of gra-
titude to that prince's family, he applied, in conjunction with that prelate, to 
William, archbifhop of Canterbury, and required him, in virtue of his office, 
t-o put the crown upon the head of Stephen. The primat~, who, as well as all the 
others, had fworn fealty to Matilda, refufed to perform this ceremony t ; but his 
oppofition was overcome by an expedient equally difhonourable with the other 
fteps, by which this great revolution was affected, Hugh Bigod, fteward of the 
houfhold, made oath before the primate, that the late King, on his death-bed, 
had difcovered a diffatisfaction with his daughter Matilda, and had expreffed his 
intention of leaving the count of Boulogne heir to all his dominions :j:. William, 
either believing or feigning to belleve Bigod's teftimony, anointed Stephen, zzd Decemb. 

and put the crown upon his head; and by ~his religious ceremony, that prince, 
without any fhadow either of hereditary title or confent of the nobility or people, 
was allowed to proceed to the exercife of fovereign authority. Very few barons 
~mended his coronation II ; but none oppofed his ufurpation, however unjuO: or 
flagrant. The fentiment of religion, which, if corrupted into fuperftition, has 
often little efficacy in fortifying the- duties of civil fociety, overlooked the mul-
~iplied oaths, taken in favour of Matilda, and only rendered the people obedient 
to a prince, who was countenanced by the clergy, and who had received from the 
primate the rite of royal unction and confecration §. 

STEPHEN, that he might farther fecure his tottering throne, paffed a charter, 
in which h~ made liberal promifes to all orders of men; to the clergy, that he 
would fpeedily fill all vacant benefices, and would never levy the rents of any of 
them during the interval ; to the nobility, that they fhould not be profecured for 
hunting in their own forefts ; and to the people, that he would remit the tax of 

• H. Hunt. p. 386. Gul. Neubr. p: 36o, 362. Ann. Waver!. p. I sz. 
f Geft Steph. p. 929. ' ' 't Matth. Pari>, p. 51. Diceto, p. 505. Chron. Dunft. p. z 3. 
II Brompton, p. I0?3.C 
1 Such Hrefs walformeriy laid on the rite of coronation, that- the monkith writers never give any 

prince the title of King, t1ll he is crowned; tho' he had fvr fome time been. in polfeffio.'1 of the 
crown, and exercifed all the powers of fovereignty. 

VoL. I. Kk Danegelt, 
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Danegelt, a,nd· refl:ore the laws of King Edward *. The late King had a great: 
treafure at Winchefter, amounting to a hundred thoufand pounds i·: And Ste
phen, by feizing this money,. immediately turned againfl: Henry's family,. the 
precaution, which that prince had employed for their grandeur and fecurity: An 
event, which naturally attends the policy. of amaffing rreafures. By means of 
this money, the ururper infured the compliance, tho' not the attachment, of the 
principal clergy and nobility ;. and not trufting to this frail fecurity, he invited 
over from the continent, particularly from Britanny and Flanders, great num
bers of thofe bravos or diforderly: foldiers, with whom every country· in Europe,, 
by reafon of the general ill police and turbulent governments, extremely abound
edt; Thefe mercenary troops guarded his throne, by the terrors of the [word ; 
and Stephen, that he m~ght alfo overawe all malcontents by new and additional 
terrors of religion,. procured a bull from Rome, which ratified his title, and 
which the Pope, feeing this prince in actual poffeffion of the throne, and pleafed · 
with an appeal to his· authority in fecular controverfies,, very readily granted, 

him [1. 

MATJLDA, and her hufband," Geoffrey,., were as unfortunate in Normandy a!· 
they had been in England. The N-orman nobility, moved by an hereditary ani
mofity againft the Angevins, firft applied to Theobald, count of Blois, Stephen,s 
elder brotht"r, for proteCtion and affiftance § ; . but. h~aring afterwards, that 
Stephen had got pofleffion of the Englilh.crown, and having many of them the 
fame reafons as formerly for defiring a continuance of their union with_that king~
dom, they tra.osferred their allegiance to Stephen, and put him in po!feffion of their 
government -J-. Lewis the younger, the prefent King of France, accepted of the· 
homage of Euftace, Stephen's eldeil: fon, for the dutcby; and the farther to cor-
roborate his connexions with that. family, he betrothed his fifl:er, Conftantia,. 
to the young prince*; The count of Blois reHgned all his pretenfions, and· 

received in lieu of them a penfion of two thoufand marks ; and Geoffrey himfelf
was obliged to conclude a. truce for. two years with Stephen, on condition of the 
King's paying him, during. that time, a penfion of five thoufand t. Stephen, 
who had taken a journey to Normandy,,. finifhed all thefe tranfaB:ions in perfon". 
and foon after returned to England. 

• W. Ma!mef. p. 179· Hoveden, p. 482. M. Paris, p. 51. Hagul. p. 314. Brompton, 
p. 1024. t W. Maim. p. '79· Chron. Sax. p. 238. Gefl:. Stephen, p. 929. M. Paris, p. 51. 

t W. Malmef. p. 179· II Hagulftad, p. 259· 313, §Order. Vitalis,. p. 902. M, 
l'aris, p. 5' 1. -l;. Order, Vita1• p. 903, • Hoveden, p. 482. Gervafe, p. 1350· 
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RonERT, earl of Glocefier, natural fon of the late King, was a man of honour 
_ and ability; and as he.was much attached to the interefts of his lifter, Mdtilda, 

and zealous for the lineal fucceffion to the crown, it was chiefly from his intrigues 
and refiftance, that the King had reafon to dread a new revolution of government-. 
This nobleman, when he received intelligence of Stephen,s acceffion, was much 
embarralfed concerning the meafures, which he ihould purfue in that difficult 
emergency. To fwear allegiance to the ufurper appeared to him very difhonour
able, and a breach of his oath to Matilda: To refufe giving this pledge of his 
fidelity was to banifb himfelf from England, and be totally incapacitated from 
ferving the royal family, or contributing to their rdl:oration *· He offered 
Stephen to do him homage and to take the oath of fealty ; but with an exprefs 
condition, that the King ihould maintain all his fiipulations, and 1hould never 
invade any of Robert's rights or dignities : And Stephen, tho' fenfible, that this 
referve, fo unufual in itfelf, and fo unbefitting the duty of a fubjeCl:, was meant 
only to afford Robert a pretence for a revolt on the firft favourable opportunity, 
was obliged, by the numerous friends and retainers of that nobleman, to receive 
him on thefe terms t. The clergy, who could fcarce, at this timr, be deemed 
fubjeCl:s to the crown, imitated that dangerous example ; and annexed to their 
oath of allegi'ance this condition, that they were only bound fo long as the King 
defended the ecclefiaftical _liberties, and fupported the difcipline of the church :j:. 
The barons, in ren1rn for their fubmiffion, exacted terms frill more defiruetive of 
public peace, as well as of royal authority : Many of them required the right of 
fortifying their caftles, and of putting themfelves in a pofiure of defence, and the 
King found himfelf totally unable to refufe his confent to this exorbitant de
mand II· All England was immediately filled with thefe fortreffes, which the 
noblemen garrifoned, either with their vaffals, or with licentious foldiers, who 
flocked to them from all quarters. Unbounded rapine was exercifed upon the 
people for the maintenance of thefe troops; and private animofities, which had 
with difficulty been reftrained by law, now breaking out without controul, ren .. 
dered England a fcene of uninterrupted violence and devaftation. Wars between 
the nobles were carried on with the utmoft fury in every quarter ; the barons 
even affi1med the right of coining money, and of exercifing, without appeal, 
every aCl: of jurifdiB:ion §, and the inferior gentry, as well as the peopl:-, finding 
no defence from the laws, during this total diffolution of fovereign authority~ 
were obliged, for their immediate fafety, to pay court to fome neighboCJring 
.chieftain, and to purchafe his proteCl:ion, both by fubmitting to his exaB:ions, 

* Malmef. p. 1 79• 
II Malmef. p. 180. 

Bromy:on, p. IOH· 

t Ibid. M. Paris, p. 51. t W. Miilmef. p. 1 i9· 
§ Trivet. p. 19 .. Gul. Neubr. p. 372. Chron. Heming. p. 4-87. 
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and by affi(Hng him in his rapine' upon others. The erection of one caftle proved 
the immediate caufe of building many more; and even thofe, who obtained not 
the King's permiffion, thought themfelves intit!ed, by the great principle of felf
prefervation, to put themfelves on an equal footing with their neighbours, who 

commonly were alfo their enemies and rivals. The ariftocratical power, which· 
is fo tyrannical and oppreffive in the feudal governments, had now rifen to its 
utmofi: height, during the reign of a prince, who, tho' endued with vigour and 
ability, had ufurped the throne without the pretence of a title, and who was ne
ceffitated to tolerate in others the fame violence, to which he himfelf had been 
beholden for his fovereignty. 

BuT Stephen was not of a difpofition to fubmit long to thefe ufurpations,., 
without making fome efforts for the recovery of royal authority. Finding that 
the legal prerogatives of the crown were refifi:ed and abridged, he was alfo 
tempted to make his power the fole meafure of his conduct; and to violate 
all thofe conceffions, which he himfelf had made on his acceffion *, as well as 
the antient and eftablifhed privileges of his fubjects. The mercenary foldiers, 
who chiefly fupported his authority, having exhaufi:ed the royal trea:Cure, fubfifted 
by depredations ; and every place was filled with the beft grounded complaints 
againfi: the government. The earl of Glocefter, having now fettled with his 
friends the project of an infurrection, retired beyond fea, fent the King a defiance, 
folemnly renounced his allegiance, and upbraided him with the breach of thofe 
conditions, which had been annexed to the oath of fealty, fworn by that noble
man f. David, King of Scotland, appeared at the head of an army in defence 
of his niece's title, and penetrating into Yorklhire, committed the moil: bar
barous devaftations on that country :f:. The fury of his maffacres and ravages 
enraged the northern nobility, who might otherwife have been inclined to join 
him; and William earl of Albemarle, vVilliam Piercy, Robert de Brus;, Roger 
Moubray, Ilbert Lacy, Walter d'Efpee, powerful barons in thole parts, affembled 
an army, with which they encamped at North-Allerton, and awaited the arrival of 
the enemy. A great battle was here fought, called the battle of the Standard;, 
from a high crucifix, erected by the Englifh on a waggon, and carried along: 
with the army as a military enfign IJ. The King of Scots was routed with great: 
fiaughter, and he himfelf, as well as his fon, Henry, very narrowly efcaped faJ.;. 
ling into the hands of the Englifh. This fuccefs overawed the malcontents in, 

"' Malmef. p. 1 So. M. Pari~, p. 5 u. t W. Malmef. p. 180. t H. Hunt~ 
p. 388. Hoveden, p. 482. M. Paris, p. 52· Gul. Neubr. p. 361. Chron. de Mailr. p. 166. 
Hagu~ftad, p. 2to. 316. Brompton, p. 1025. II Chron. Sax. p. 241. H. Hunt. p. 388. 
Hoveden, p. 483. Order. Vitalis, p. 918. Chron. Norman. p. 977· Trivet. p. 7· 
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Engla·nd, and might have given fome ftability to Stephen's throne, had he not Chap. VII. 

been fo elated with profperity as to engage in a controverfy with the clergy, who 
1138

' 

-were at that time an overmatch for any monarch. · 

THo' the exorbitant power of the church, in antient times, weakened the au
thority of the crown, and interrupted the courfe of the Jaws, it may be doubted, 
whether, in ages of fuch violence and outrage,. it was not rather advantageous 
that fome limits were fet to the power of the fword, both in ·the hands of the· 
prince and nobles, and that men were taught to pay regard to fome princi
ple-s an<} privileges. The chief misfortune was, that the prelates, on fome occa
fions, aCted entirely as barons, employed military power againft their fovereign or 
their neighbours, and thereby often increafed thofe diforders, which it was their 
duty to reprefs. The bi1hop of Salifbury, in imitation of the nobility, had bui:t 
two fl:rong caftles, one at Sherborne, another at the Devizes, and had laid the 
foundations of a third at Malmefbury: His nephew, Alexander biihop of Lin
coln, had ereCted a fortrefs at Newark : And Stephen? who was now fenfible 
from experience of the mifchiefs attending thefe multiplied citadels, refolved to 11 39• 

begin with deftroying thofe of the clergy, who by their funCtion feemed 1efs in-
titled than the barons -to fuch military fecurities *. Taking pretence of a fray, 
which had arifen in court between the retinue of the bifhop of Salifbury and 

that of the earl of Britanny, he feized both that prelate and the bifhop of Lin-
coln, threw them into prifon, and obliged them by menaces to deliver up 
thofe places of ftrength which they had lately ereCted t. 

HENRY, biihop of Winchefter, the King's brother, being armed with a I ega-
cine commiffion, now conceived himfelf to be an ecclefiaftical fovereign no lefs 
powerful than the civil; and forgetting the ties of blood which conneCted him 
with the King, he refolved to vindicate the privileges of the church, which, he 
pretended, were here openly violated~ He a!fembled a fynod at Weftminfter., 3cth Augufr. 

and there complained of the impiety of Stephen's meafures, who had employed 
violence againft the dignitaries of the church, and had not awaited the fentence 
of a fpiritual court, by whom alone, he affirmed, they could l~wfully be tried 
and condemned, if their conduct had anywife merited cenfure or punifhment :j: : 
The fynod ventmed to fend a fummons to the King, charging him to appear be• 
fore them, and tojuftify his meafures 11; and: Stephen, inflead of refenting ~his in
dignity, fent Aubrey de Vere to plead his caufe before that aff:::mbly. De Verc: 
accufed the two prelates of treafon and [edition;. but the fynod refllfed to try the 

" Gul. Neubr. p. 3f2. 

p. 919, 9z.o. Gdl:. Ste ph. p. 944· 
t W. Malm • .P· xSz. 

t Chron. Sax. p. z38. W, Malmef. f· 181. Order. Vital. 
Chron. Norm. p. 978. Trivet. p. 7· Gervafe, p. 13,4~. 
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:Chap. VII. caufe, or examine their condutl:, till thole caftles, of which they had been c1if. 
1139. poffeffed, were previouOy reftored to them*. The bilbop of Salifbury appealed 

to the Pope; and had not Stephen and his partizans employed menaces, and 
even fhown a difpoGtion of executing violence by the hands of the foldiery, af
fairs had inltantly come to extremity between the crown and the mitre t. 

WHILE this quarrel, joined to fo many other grievances, encreafed the difcon
zzd Septemb. tents among the people, the Emprefs, invited by the opportunity, and fecredy 

encouraged by the legate himfelf, landed in England, with Robert earl of Glo
JnfurreCl:ionin cefter, and a retinue of an hundred and forty knights :j:. She fixed her refidence 
,f~vour of Ma- at Arundel caftl:, whofe gates were opened to her by Adelais, the ~een-dow
tJlJa. ager, now married to William de Albini, earl of Suffex ; and fhe ex~ited by 

meffengers her partizans to take arms in every county of England. Adelais, who 
had expeCted that hc>r daughter-in-law would have invaded the kingdom with a 
much greater force, became apprehenfive of danger i!; and Matilda, to eafe her 
of her fears, removed firO: to Briftol, which belonged to her brother Robert§, 
thence to Glocefter, where !he remained under the protection of Miles, a gallant 
nobleman in thofe parts, who had embraced her caufe. Soon after, Geoffrey 
Talbot, Wimam Mohun, Ralph Lovel, William Fitz-John, William Fitz
Aian, PJganeH, and many other barons, declared for her+; and her party, 
which was generally favoured in the kingdom, feemed every day to gain ground 
:upon that ·of her antagonift. 

WERE we to relate all the military events tranfmitted to us by contemporary 
.and authentic hiftorians, it would be eafy to fwell our accounts of this reign into 
a large volume; but theft: incidents, fo little memorable in themfelves, and fo 
confufed both in time and place, could afford neither inftruction nor entertain
ment to the reader. It fuffices to fay, that the war was fpread int0 every quar
ter; and that thofe turbulent barons, who had already fhaken off, in a great 
meafure, the refiraint of government, having now -obtained the pretence of a 
,public caufe, carried on their devaftations with redoubled fury, exercifed im
placable vengeance on each other, and fet no bounds to their oppreffion over 
·the people. The caO:les of the nobility were become receptacles of licenfed 
robbers, who, fallying forth day and night, committed fpoil on the open coun
try, on the villages, and even on the cities; put the captives to torture, in or
der to make them difcover their treafures; fold their perfons to flavery ; and fet 
£re to the houfes, after they had pillaged them of every thing valuable. The 
:fiercenefs of their difpofition, leading them to commit wanton deltruCl:ion, fruf-

~~> W. Maim. p. 183. t Ibid. t Ibid. 
§ Geft. S•e_ph. p. 947· Gervafe, p. 1346. 

II W. Malmef. p. 184. Gervafe, p. 1346. 

+ Order. Vitalis, p. rJI7· M. Paris, p. sz. 
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trated their rapacity of its purpofe; and the property and perfons even of the ec- Chap. VH'~-
elefiail:iLs, generally fo much revered, were at Jail:, from neceffity, expofed to 11 39•· 

the fame outrage, which had laid wail:e the refr of the kingdom. The land was 
left untiHed; the inil:ruments of hufbandry deftroyed or abandoned ; and a grie· 
vous famine, the natural~ refult of thefe diforders, affeCted equally both parties,. 
and reduced the fpoilers, as well as the defencelefs people, to the moil: extreme. 
want and indigence *'~ 

AFTER feveral fruitlefs negotiations and treaties of peace, which never inter- u4-a. 
rupted thofe deil:rutl:ive hoftilities, there happened at Iaft. an event, which feemed 
to promife fame end of the public calamities. Ralph, earl of Chefl:er, and his 
half brother, William de Roumara, partizans of Matilda, had furprized the· 
cail:le of Lincoln t;.. but the citizens, who were better affeCted to Stephen, ha-
ving invited him to their aid, that prince laid clofe liege to the cafl:Ie, in hopes 
of rendering himfelf foon mail:er of the place, either by affault or famine. The 
earl of Gloceil:er ha£l:ened with an army to th~ relief of his friends; and Stephen, II

4
i. 

informed of his approach,. marched into the field~ with an intention of giving him 2 d February;,. 
battle. After a violent Ihock, the two wings of the royalifts· were put to flight; 
and Stephen himfelf, furrounded by the enemy, was at laft, after exerting great 
efforts of valour, borne down by numbers, and taken prifoner :1:· He was con-
d d Gl a d h • fi a 1 • h h · r· f1 Stephen takeft; ucte to .oceu.er;: an to at rn treateCi Wit umamty, was 10on.a ter, onprifoner •. 
fome fufpicions, thrown into prifon, and loaded with irons IJ. 

STEPHEN's party were entirely broke by the captivity of their leader, and the· 
barons came in daily from all quarters, and did homage to Matilda. That prin· 
cefs, however, amidft all her profperity, knew, that fhe was not fecure of fuc.; 
cefs; unlefs !he could gain the confidence of the clergy;. and as the conduct of 
the legate had been of late very ambiguous, and !bowed his intentions to have· 
rather aimed at humbling his brother, than totaUy ruining him, !he employed 
every endeavour to fix him in her interefts. She held a conference with him in 
~n open plain near Winchefter; where fi1e promifed upon oath, that if he-would zd-March,. 

acknowledge her for fovereign, would recognize her title as the fole defcendant 
of the late King, and would return to the allegiance, which he, as well as the 

• Chron. Sax. p. zsS. W. Malmef. p. 185. Geft. Steph; p; 961. M. Parrs, p. 53· GuY. 
Neubr. p 372. Contin. Flor. Wig. p. 665. Gervaie, p. 1346. t Order. Vital. p. 921. 

:j: Gul. Neu·br. p. 363. Ann. Waved. p. '54• Chron. Heming. p. 48z; Hagul. p~ 269&· 

Gervafe, P· 1353• 1354• 
II Chron. Sax. p. 2+1. W. Maim. p. 187. H.: Hunt. p. ·392• Hoveden, p. 487. Chron. · 

Norm . .P· 979· M. Paris, p. 53, 54• Brornp~on, _p, 103 H 
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reft of the kingdom, had fworn to her, he lhould in return be entire mafter of 
the adminiftration, and in particular fhould, at his pleafure, difpofe of all vacant 
oilhoprics and abbies. Earl Robert, her brother, Brian Fitz-Count, Miles of 
G!ocefter, and other great men, became guarantees for her obfervance of thefe 
engagements-* ; and the prelate was at laft: induced to promife her his allegiance, 
bUtthat frill burdened with the exprefs condition, that the lhould on her part ful
fil her promiies. He then conduCted her into Winchefrer, led her in proceffion 
to the cathedral, and with great folemnity, in the prefence of m~ny biihops and 
abbots, denounced curfes againft all thofe who curfed her, poured out bleffings 
on tbofe who bleffed her, granted abfolution to fuch as were obedient to her, 
and excommunica.ted fuch as were rebellious t. Theobald, archbiihop of Can
terbury, foon after came alfo to court, and fwore allegiance to the emprefs :f:. 

MATILDA, that lbe might farther enfure the attachment of the clergy, was 
willing to receive the crown from their hands; and infl:ead of affembling the 
ftates of the kingdom, the meafure which the conftitution, had it been either fix
ed or regarded, feemed neceffarily''to require, ihe was contented, that the legate 
ihould fummon an ecclefiafrical council, and that her title to the throne fhould, 
there be recognized and acknowledged. The legate, addreffing himfelf to the 
affembly, told them, that, in the abfence of the Emprefs, Stephen, his brother, 
had been permitted to reign, and, previoully to his afcending the throne, had [e

duced them by many fair promifes, of honouring and exalting the church, of 
maintaining the Jaws, and of reforming all abufes : T.hat it grieved him to ob- · 
ferve how much that prince had been in every particular wanting to his engage
ments; public peace was interrupted, crimes were daily committed with impu
nity, biihops were thrown into prifon, and forced to furrender their poffefii.ons, 
abbies were put to fale, churches were pillaged, and the mofi: enormous diforders 
prevailed in the adminiftration : That he himfelf, in order to procure a redrefs 
of thefe grievances, bad formerly fummoned the King before a couFJcit of bi
Ihops ; but inftead of inducing him to amend his conduCt, had rather offended 
him by that expedient : That that prince, however mifguided, was ftill his bro
ther, and the objeCt of his affeCtions; but he muft however regard his interefts 
as much fubordinate to thofe of his heavenly father, who had now rejeCted him, 
~nd thrown him. into the hands of his enemies: That it principally belonged to 
the clergy to elect and ordain Kings ; he had fummoned them together for that 
_purpofe; and having invoked the divine affifi:ance, he now pronounced Matilda, 
the only defcendant of Henry, their late fovereigrJ, Qleen of England. The 

• W. Maim. p. 187. 
;t W. Malme{. p. 187. 

t Chron. Sax. p. Zf~· Coutin. Flor. Wig. l?· ·676. 
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whole affembly, by their acclamations or filence, gave, or feemed to give, their Chap. vn. 
aJfent to this declaration *. ttfl. 

THE only laymen fummoned to this council, which decided the fate of the 
-crown, were the Londoners; and even thefe were required, not to give their opi
·nion, but to fubmit to the decrees of the fynod. The deputies of London, how
ever, were not fo paffive : They infifted, that their King 1hould be delivered 
from prifon ; but were told ~y the legate, that it became not the Londoners, 
'Yho were regarded as noblemen in England, to take plrty with thofe barons, 
who had bafely forfal~en their lord in battle, and who had treated holy church 
with contumely t. It is with reafon that the citizens of London alfumed fo 
m~ch authority, if it be true, what is related by Fitz- Stephen, a contemporary 
author, that that city could at that time bring into the field no lefs than 8o,ooo 
combatants:j:. 

,LoNDON, notwithftanding its great power, and its attachment to Stephen,. 
was at laft obliged to fubmit to Matilda ; and her authority, by the prudent con
duct of earl Robert, feemed to be eftablifhed over the whole kingdom : But af. 
fairs remained not long in this fituation. That princefs, befides tpe difadvan
tages of her fex, which weakened her influence over a turbulent and martial peo
ple, was of a paffionate, imperious fpirit 11, and knew not how to temper with 
affability the harfhnefs of a refufal. Stephen's ~een, feconded by many of the 
nobility, petitioned for the liberty of her hu!band ; and offered, that, on· that 
condition, he fhould renounce the crown, and retire into a convent§. The le
gate defired, that prince Euftace, his nephew, might inherit Boulogne and the 
other patrimonial eftates of his father+: The Londoners applied for the efta., 
blifhment of King Edward's laws, inftead of thofe of King Henry, which, they 
faid, were grievous and oppreffive *. All thefe petitions were denied in the moft 
haughty and peremptory manner. 

THE legate, who had probably never been fincere in his compliance with Ma
tilda's ,government, availed bimfelf of the ill humours excited by this imperious 
condutt, and fecretly inftigated the Londoners to revolt. A confpiracy was 

"' W. Malmef. p. tS8. -This author, a judicious man, was prefent, and fays, that he was very 
attentive to what palfed, This fpeech, therefore, may be regarded as entirely authentic. 

t W. Malmef. p. 188. 
t P. 4· Were this account to be depended on, London mull: at that time have contained near 

4oo,ooo inhabitants, which is above double the number it cont,ained at the death of~een Elizabeth· 
But rhefe loofe calculations, or rather guelfes, deferve very little credit. 

Jl Gul. Neubr. p. 363. Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 74· Hagul. p. 270. 
§ Cantin. Flor. Wig. p. 677. Brompton, p. 103 I. + Ibid. 
• Contin. Flor. Wig. p. 677. Gervafe, p. 1355· 
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{:hap. VII. entered into to feize the Emprefs's perfqn ; and fhe faved herfelf from the danger-
1141· by a precipitate retreat *. She fled· to Winchefter; whither the legate, defirous

to fave qppearances, and watching the proper opportunity to ruin her caufe, foon 
after followed her. But having aifembled alJ his retainers, he openly joined his 
force t.o that of the Londoners, and to Stephen's mercenary troops,· who had not· 
yet evacuated the kingdom; and he belieged Matilda in Wincheftert. That 
princefs, being hard p~eifed by famine, made her efcape ; but in the. flight, earl 
Robert, her brother, fdl into the hands of the enemy :t:· This nobleman, tho' 

Stephen re
leafllod. 

a fubject, was a~ much the life and foul of his own party, as Stephen was of the 
other; and th~ Ernprefs, fenfible of his merit, confented to exchange the priforc
ers on equal term:.s II· T?e civiL war. was ag~n kindled. with. greater fury than 
ever. 

u 42 . EARL Robert, finding the fucceffes on both fides nearly balanced, went-overto· 
Normandy, which, during Stephenfs captivity, had f~bmitted to the earl of An
j_ou ; and he perfuaded Geuffrey to allow his eldeft· fon, Henry, a young prince 
of gJ;<:at hupes,_ to take ajourney into England, and appear at the head~ of his 
partizans §. Thrs expedient, however; pro:duced nothing deci:liv:e. Stephen: 

1143 . took Oxford aft-:er a. lang O:ege: He was routed by earl Robert a.t Wilton+: And 
the Emprefs, tho' of a mafauline fpirit, yet being haraffed with a variety-of good· 
and bad fortune, and alar.tiWd with continual dangers. to her perfon· and family, at 

1146. laft retired with ber fon into Normandy., leaving_the management. of her affairs. 
Continuation to her brother. The death of this, valiant and faithful n(])bleman,. which fol
of the civil lowed foon. after,. would have proved fatal to her interefts, had not fome events 
wars. happened, which checked the courfe of Stephen's p,rofperity. This- prince, find-

ing,. that the caftles built by the noblemen of his own party encouraged the fpirit 
of iodependance, and were little lefs dangerous than thofe which remained in the
hands of the enemy, endeavoured to extort from· them: a furrender of thefe for ... 
treffes ; and. he alienated the affeCtions of many. o£ them by this equitable de
In<J.nd *. The artillery alfo of the church,. which his brother- had brought over
co his fide, had, after fomejnterval, joined the other, party. Eugenius III. had 
mounted the papal throne, and had deprived the bifhop of Winchefter of the 
legatine commiffion, which he conferred on Theobald, archbifhop of Canter-

• 
• Chron. Sax. p. 242. W, Maim. p. 1 8g. t Trivet. p. to. Gul. Neubr, p. 363•. 
t Chron Sax. p. 24z·. Hoveden, P• 488. Ge{L Steph. p. 9 57._ Chron. Norm. p. 979· 
U Chron. Sax. p. 242. M. Paris, p. 54· § Chron. Norm. p. 979· M. Paris,.p. H• 
+ Geft. Steph. p. 960. Trivet, p. I 1. M •. Paris, p. 54· * Chron. Sax·. p, 242.. W. 

Malrnef. p. 18 t. Trivet, p. 16. Chron._ Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 75· Hagulft. p. 278. 
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lbury, tbe enemy and rival of the former legate. That pontiff', having fum
maned a general council at Rheims in Champagne, infread of allowing the church 
·of England, as had been ufual, to eleCt its own deputies, nominated five Engli!h 
bilhops to reprefent that church, and required their prefence in the council. 
Stephen, who, notwithfranding his pr~::fent difficulties, was jealous of the rights 
of his crown, refufed them permiffion to attend * ; and the Pope, fenfihle of his 
advantage in contend-ing with a prince who reigned by a difpt'lted title, took re· 
v~nge by laying all Stephen's party under an int'erditl: t. By this fentence, which 
was now firfl: known in England, divine fervice was prohibited, and all the func
.tions of religion .ceafed, except the baptifm of infants and the abfolution of dying 
perfons.. The difcontents of tb.e royalifts at this fituation were augmented by a 
comparifon with Matilda's party, who enjoyed all the bene·fits of the facred or
dinances ; and Stephen was at laft obliged, by making proper fubmiffions to the 
fee of Rome, to remove this reproach from his party :j:. 

TaE weaknefs of both fides, rather than any decreafe of mutual animality, 
having produced a tacit ceifation of arms in England, many of the nobility, Roger 
de Mowbray~ William de Warrenne, and others, finding no opportunity to ex ... 
ert their military ardour at home, inlifted themfelves in a new crufade, which, 
with furprifing fuccefs, after all former difappointments and misfortunes, was 
now preached by St. Barnard II· But an event foon after happened, which 
·threatened a revival of hofi:ilities in England. Prince Henry, who had reached 
his fixteenth year, was defirous of receiving the honour of knighthood ; a cere. 
many which ·every gentleman in that age paffed thro' before he was admitted to 
the ufe of arms, and which was even deemed requifite for the greatefr princes. 
He propofed to r~ceive his admiffion fro!TI his great-uncle, David King of Scot
land; and for that purpofe, he paired .thro' England with a great retinue, and 
was attended by the moft confiderable of his partizans§. He ftaid fome time 
with the King of Scotland; made fame incudions Into England ; and by his dex
terity and vigour in all manly exercifes, by his valour in war, and his prudent 
conduct in every occurrence, he rouud the hopes of his party, and gave fymp
toms of thofe great qualities, which he afterwards difplayed when he mounted 
the throne of England. Soon after his,return to Normandy, he wa!l, by Ma
tilda's confent, invefted in that dutchy +; and upon the death of his father, Geof
frey~ which happened in the fubfequent year, he tool~ poffeffion both of Anjou 

• Epift. St. Thorn. p. zzs. 
!I HaguJr. p. 275, Zj6. 

+ M. Weft. p. 245. 
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Chap. VII. and Maine, and concluded ~ marriage, which brought him a great acceffion of 
II 51• power, and rendered him extremely formidable to his rival. Eleanor, the daugh-

• tsz. 

1153· 

ter and heirefs of William, duke of Guienne, and earl of Poicrou, had been mar
ried fixteen years to Lewis VII. King of France, _and had attended him in a cru .. 
fade, which that monarch commanded againfi: the i-nfidels : But having there loft· 
the affeCtions of her huiliand, and even fallen under fome fufpicions of gallantry 
with a handforne Saracen, Lewis, more delicate than politic, procured a divorce· 
from her, and rellored her thofe rich provinces, which by her marriage fhe had 
annexed to the crown of France*. Young Henry, neither difcouraged by the 
inequality of years, nor by the reports of Eleanor's gallantry, maqe fuccefsful" 
courtfi1ip to that princefs, and-, efpoufing her fix weeks after her divorce, got poffef
fion of all her dominions as her dowry t. The luftre which he received from· 
this acquifition, and the profpeCl: of his rifing fortune, had fuch an effeCt: in Eng
land, that when Stephen, defirous to enfure the·crown to his fon Euftace, required 1 

the archbifuop of Canterbury to anoint that prince as his fucceffor, the primate 
refufed compliance, and made his efcape beyond fea; to avoid the ·violence and re.
venge of Stephen :j:~ 

HEN R v, informed of thefe difpofi rions rn the people, made an in vafion on' 
England; and having gained fome advantage over Stephen at Malmelhury, and· 
having taken that place, he proceeded thence to throw fuccours into Walling
ford, which the King had advanced with a fuperior army to befiege 11. A deci
five aCtion was every day expeCted ;. when the great men on both fides, terrified 
with the profpeCt of farther bloodfhed and confufion, interpofed with their good 
offices, and fet on foot a negotiation between thefe rival princes. The death of 
Euftace, which happened d1:1ring the courfe of the treaty, facilitated its conclu-

Compromife fion §; and an accommodation was at ]aft concluded, by which it was agreed, that 
b~tween the Stephen fhould poffefs the crown during his lifetime ; that juftice fhou]d be ad.;. 
Kwg and · 'ft d ' h' · h · h" h h d fi b · d H princeHenry. rn1m ere m 1s name, even 111 t e provmces w 1c a u mttte to enry ; 

and that this latter prince fhould, on Stephen's death, fucceed to the kingdom, 
and William, Stephen's fon, to Boulogne, and his patrimonial eftate -f.. After 
all the barons had fworn to the obfervance of this treaty, and. done homage to 

Death of the Henry, as to the heir o_f the crown, that prince evacuated the kingdom ; and 
kinz. the death of Stephen, wh1ch happened next year, after a fhort illnefs, prevented 

"" Trivet, p. 21. t M. Paris, p. 59· Chron. Heming. p. 489. Brompton, p. 104-0~ 
:J: H. Hunt, p. 395· Epill:. St. Thorn. P· 225. II Gervafe, p. 1367. § Trivet. p. 22. 

Gul. Ntubr. p. 379· Chron. Heming. p. 488. Brompton, P· 1037. + Chron. Sax. p. 243• 
Chron. Norm. p. 989. M. Paris, p. 61. Brompton, p. 1037, 103~L Rymer, vol. 1. p. 13. 
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all thofe quarrels and jealoufies, which were likely to have enfued in fo delicate a cr1ap. vu. 
£tllation. 11 54-· 

z 5th October ot 
ENGLAND fuffered great miferies during the reigl) of this prince; but his · 

perfonal character, allowing for the temerity and injufiice of his ufurpation, 
appears not liable to any great exception ; and he feems to have been well 
qualified, had b.e fucceeded by a jufi: title, to have promoted the happinefs and 
profperity of his fubjeEts *. He was poffdfed of indufiry,. activity, and courage, 
to a great degree; was not deficient in :lbiliry; had the talents of gaining mens 
affeCtions; and notwithfianding his precarious fituation, never indulged himfelf•in 
the exercife of any cruelty or rev-enge t. His- advancement to the throne pro· 
cured him neither tranquillity nor happinrj![~ ; and tho' the. fituation of England 
prevented the neighbouring fiates from taking any durable advantage of her con-
fufions, her intefi:ine wars and diforders were to the laO: degree ruinous and deflruc-
tive. The court of Rome alfo was permitted, during thefe diforders, to make 
farther advances in her ufurpations ; and appeals to the Pope, which had been 
always firiB:ly prohibited by the Englifb laws, became now common in every ec--
clefiafi:ical controverfy :J:. '-

• W, Malmef. p. 180. 

:t H, Hunt. p_. 395'· 
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State if Europe'-of France-Firfl aels of Henrys government--
Difputes between the civil and ecc!ejiajlical powers-Thomas a Becket, 
archbijhop of Canterhury-!i(garrel between the. King and Becket
Conflitutions if Clarendon-Banijhment of Becket-£ompromife 
with him-His return from banijhment-His murder
Grief-and, Juhmi/Jion of the King. 

T HE exten~ve confeder~cies, by ~vhicb the European poten~ates are now 
at once umted and fet m oppofitton to each other,- and whtch, tho' they 

diffufe the leaft fpark of diffenfion thro the whole, are at leaft attended with this 
advantage, that they prevent any violent revolutions or conquefts in particular 
ftates, were totaily unknown in antient ages ; and the theory of foreign politics, 
.in each kingdom, formed a [peculation much lefs complicate and involved than 
at prefent. Commerce had not yet bound the rnoft diftant nations together in fo 
clofe a chain.: Wars, finiihed in one campaign, and often in one battle, were 
.little affeeted by the movements of remote ftates: The imperfeCt commnuication 
among the kingdoms, and their ignorance of each other's fituation, made it im
praCticable for a great_number of them to combine in any one projeCt or efrort; 
And above all, the turbulent fpirit and independant fituation of the barons or 
,great vaffals in e.ich ftate gave fo much occupation to the fovereign, that he was 
.obliged to confine his attention chiefly to his own fyftem of government, ~nd was 
more .indifferent about what paifed among his neighbours. Religion only, not 
politics, carried abroad the views of .princes ; and either fixed their thoughts on 
the Holy Land, whofe conqueft and defence was deemed a point of common ho
nour and intereft., or _engaged them in intrigues with the court. of Rome, to whom 

·they had yielded the direCtion of ecclefiaftical affairs, and who was every day af
fuming more authority than they were willing to allow her. 

BEFORE the conqueft of England by the duke of Normandy, this iOand was 
as much feparated from the reft of the world in politics as i~ fituation ; and ex
cept from the inroads of ·the Danilh pirates, the Englifu, happily con5ned at 

home, 
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home, had neither enemies nor allies on the continent. The foreign domfnions Chap. vrrr; _ 
of William connected them with the Kings and great va1Tals of France~ and while 1 154• 

the oppofite pretenfions of the Pope and Emperor in Italy, produced a continual·· 
intercourfe between Germany and that country, the two great monarchs of France 
and England formed, in another part of Europe, a feparate fyftem, and carried 
on their wars and negotiations, without meeting either with oppofition or fupp_ort · 
from the others. 

ON the decline of the Carlovingian race, the nobles, in every province ofState of 

France, taking advantage of the fovereign's weaknefs, and obliged to provide, France~ 
each for·his own defence, againft the ravages of the Norman freebooters, had 
alfumed, both in civi-l and military affairs, an amhority almoft independant, and 
had reduced; within very narrow limits, the prerogative· of their princes. The_ 
acceffion of Hugh Caper, by annexing a great fief to the crown, had brought 
fome addition of power to the royal dignfty ; but this fief, tho' confiderable for 
a fubject, appeared a narrow bafis of force,. in a prince who was placed at the 
bead of fo great a community. The royal demefnes confifted only of Paris, 
Orleans, Eftampes, Compiegne, and' a few places, fcattered over the northern 
provinces : In all the reft of the kingdom, the prince='s authority was more no-
minal than real: The vaffals were accuftomed, nay intitled, to make war, with•-
out. his permiffion, on each other : They were. even entitled, if they conceived 
themfelves to be inj.ured, to turn their arms againft their fovereign : They exercifed 
all civil jurifditlion, without appeal, over their tenants and inferior valta!s: ·Their 
common jealoufy of the crown eafily united them againft any attempt on their 
exorbitant privileges ; and as fome of them- had attained the power and authority. 
of great prin~es, even the fmalleft baron was fure of immediate and effectual pro-_ 
tecl:ion. Befides fix: ecclefiaftical peerages, which, with the other immunities oL 
the church, cramped extremely the general execution or juO:ice ; there were fix. 
lay-peerages, Burgundy, Normandy, Guienne, Flanders, Tholoufe; and Cham-
pagne, which formed very extenfive and puiffant fovereignties. And though the 
combinat:on of all thefe princes and bar<:.ns could, .on occafion, mufter a mighty
power: Yet was it very difficult. to fet that· great machine in movement ; it was~ 
almoft impoffible to preferve harmony in its parts; a fenfe of common intereft alone · 
could, for"a time, unite them under their fovereign againft a common enemy; .but.~ 
jf the King attempted to turn the force of the community againft any mutinous vaf-. 
f-al, the- fame fenfe of common intereft made the others oppofe themfelves to the . 
fuccefs of his pretenfions. Lewis the Grofs, the laft fovereign,- marched, ar one 
time, to his frontiers againft the Germans at the head ·of an army of two hundred 
thoufand men; but a petty lord of Corbeil, of Puif.t:t, of Couci, was able, .. at: 

another. 
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Chap. VIII, another time, to fet that prince at defiance, and to maintain open war againft 
1 '54· him. 

THE authority of the Englifh monarch was much more extenfive within his 
l{ingdom, and the difproportion much greater between him and the moft power
ful of his vaifals. His demefnes and revenue were very large~ compared to the 
:greatnefs of his fi:ate : He was .accuftomed to levy arbitrary exactions from his . 
fubjetl:s : His courts of judicature exercifed jurifditl:ion in every part of the king
dom : He could crufh by ~is power, or by a judicial fentence, well or ill founded, 
any ·obnoxious baron : And tho' the feudal inftitutions, which prevailed in his 
kingdom_, had the fame tendency, as in other ftates, to exalt the ariftocracy, and 
deprefs the monarchy, if required, in England, according to its prefent conftitution, 
a great combination of the va:lfals to oppofe their fovereign lord, and there had 
not hitherto arifen any baron fo powerful, as of himfelf to make war againft the 
prince, and afford protection to the inferior barons. 

WHILE fuch were the different Lituations of France and England, and the lat
ter enjoyed fo great advantages over the former; the acceffion of Henry II. a 
prince of great abilities, poffeffed of fo many rich provinces on the continent, 
might appear an event dangerous, if not fatal, to the French monarchy, and 
fufficient to break entirely the balance between the ftates. He was mailer, in the 
right of his father, of Anjou, Touraine, and Maine ; in that of his mother, 
of Normandy.; in that of his wife, of Guienne, Poitl:ou, Xaintonge, Auvergne, 
Perigon~, Angoumois, the Limoulin. He foon after annexed Britanny to his 
otber ftates, and was already poffeffed of the fuperiority over that province, which, 
on the firft ceffion of Normandy to Rollo the Dane, had, by Charles the Simple, 
been granted in va!falage to that formidable ravager. Thefe provinces compofed 
above a third of the whole French monarchy, and were much fuperior, in extent 
and opulence, to thofe territories, which were fubjeB:ed to. the immediate jurif- · 
diction and government of the King. The vaifal was here mor~powerful than 
his liege lord : The fituation, which had enabled Hugh Capet to de-pofe the 
Carlovingian princes, feemed here to be renewed, and that with much greater 
advantages on the fide of the .vaffal : And when England was added to fo many 
provinces, the French King had reafon to apprehend, from this conjuncture. 
feme gre<~.t difafter to himfelf and to his Jamily. But in reality, it was .this 
circ;umftance, which appeared fo formidable, that faved the Capetian race, and 
·by its confequences, exalted them .to that pitch of grandeur, which they at pre· 
fent enjoy. 

TI{E limited authority of the prince in the feudal confiitutions prevented the 
King of England from employing with advantage the force of fo many ftate~ 

which 
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which were fubjeeted t~ his government; and thefe different members, disjoined Chap. vur. 
in.fituation, and difagreeing in laws, lan~uage and manners, were n~ver thoroughly 1 1H· 

cemented into one monarChy. He foon became, both from his diftant place of 
refidence and from the incompatibility of interefts, a kind of foreigner to his 
French dominions; and his fubjects on the continent confidered their allegiance as 
more naturally due to their fuperior-lord, who lived in their neighbourhood, and 
who was acknowledged to be the fupreme head of their nation. He was always 
at hand to invade them ; their immediate lord was often at too great a diftance to 
proteCt them ; and any diforder in any part of his difperfed dominions gave advan-
tages againft him. The other powerful vaffals of the French crown were rather 
pleafed to fee the expulfion of the Englilh, and were not affected with that jealou-
fy, which would have arifen from ·the oppreffion of a co-vaffal, who was of the 
fame rank with themfelves. By this means, the King of France found it more 
eafy to conquer thefe numerous provinces from England, than to fubdue a duke 
of Normandy or Guienne, a count of Anjou, Maine or Poitl:ou. And after re-
ducing fuch extenfive territories, which immediately incorporated with the body of 
the monarchy, he found greater facility of uniting to the crown the other great 
fiefs, which ftill remained feparate and ind~_pendant. 

BuT as thefe important confequences coufd not be forefeen by human wifdom, 
the French King remarked with terror the rifing grandeur of the houfe of Anjou 
or Plantagenet ; and in order to retard its progrefs, he h1d ever maintained a 
fhiCl: union with Stephen, and had endeavoured to fupport ~he tottering fortunes 
of that bold ufurper. But after this prince's death, it was too late to think of 
oppofing the fucceffion of Henry, or preventing..tbe performance of thofe ftipu
lations, which,_ with the unanimous corifent of the nation, he had made with his 
predeceffor. The Englifh, tired with civil wars, and difgufied with the blood· 
fhed and depredations, which, during the courfe of fo many years, had attended 
them, were little difpofed to violate their oaths; by excluding the lawful heir 
from the fucceffion of their monarchy *. Many of the moft confiderable for
treffes were in the hands of his partizans ; the whole nation ha~ had occafion tG 

fee the noble qualities with which he was endowed t, aQd to compare them with 
the mean talents· of William, the fan of Stephen; and as they were acquainted 
with his great power, and were rather pleafed to fee the acceffion of fo many 
foreign dominions to the cro_wn of England, they never entertained the leaft 
thoughts of refifting him. Henry himfelf, fenfibJe of the advantages attending 
his prefent fituation, was in no hurry to arrive in England ; and being ~ngaged 

~ Matth. Paris, p. 65. t Gul. Neubr. p. 381. 
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in the fiege of a caftle on the frontiers of Normandy, when he received intelli:. 
gence of Stephen's death, he made a paine of honour in not departing from his-
enterprize, till he had brought it to an iffue. He then fet out on hisjour-ney, and 
was received in England with the acclamations of all orders of men, who fwore 
with pleafurc: the oath of fealty and allegiance to him. 

Trn firll: act of Henry's government correfponded to the high ideas enter .. 
tained of his vigour and abilities" and prognofticated the re-efrablifhment of juf":' 
tice and tranquillity, of which the kingdom had been fo long bereaved. He im· 
mediately difmiffed all thofe mercenary foldiers, who had committed infinite dif

orders in the nation ; and he fent them abroad, together with William d'Ypres, 
their leader, the great friend and confident of Stephen *. He revoked all the 
grants made by his predecdfor t, and even thofe which neceffiry had extorted 
from the Emprefs, Matilda; and that priQcefs, who had refigned her rights in 
favour of Henry, made no oppofirion to a meafure fo neceffary for fupporting. the 
dignity of the crown. He repaired the coin, which had been extremely .dehafed 
during his predeceffor's reign ; and he took prop~r meafures againft the return of 
like abufes t· He was rigorous in the execution of juftice, and in the fuppref
fion of robbery and violence ; and that he might reftore authority to the Jaws, 
he caufed all the new ereCted caftles to be demoliihed, which had proved fo many:
fanCl:uarie., to free-booters and rebels 11. The earl of Albemarle, Hugh Morti
mer,. and Roger, the fon of Miles of Gloceftel', w~re inclined tO- make fom~ re ... 
fiflance to this falutary meafure ;. but the approach of the King with his forces 
foon obliged them to fubmit § .. · 

EvERY thing being rell:qred to full t:ranq;uillity in England, Henry went 
abroad in order to oppofe the attempts of his brother, Geoffrey, who during his 
abfence, had made an incurfion inro Anjou and Maine, had advanced fome pre-. 
tenfions to thefe provinces, and had got po!feffion of a confiderable part o£ 
t.hem _..!-· On the King's appearance, the ,people returned to tbeir allegiance ; 

and 

• Fitz-Steph. p. 13. M. Paris, p. 6s. Neubr. p. 381. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 3_0. 
t Neubr. p 382. :t. Hoveden, p. 491. U Hoveden, p. 491. Fitz-Steph. p. 13·. 

M Paris, p. 65. Neubr. p. 381. Brompton, p. 1043. § Neubr. p. 382. Chron. W. 
Heming. p. 491_. Gervafe, p. 1377• 

+ William of Newbridge, p. 383. (who is copied by latter hiftorian~) afferts, that Geoffrey had 
fome title to the counties of Maine and Anjou. He pretends, that count Geoffrey, hi, father, had 
left him thefe dominions by a fecret will, and had ordered that his body lhould not be_buried, _till 
Henry lhould fwear to the obfervance of it, which he, ignorant of the contents, was induced t6 do. 

Bu~ 
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and Geoffrey, refign·ing his claim, for an annual penfion of a thoufand pounds, Chap. vnr. 
departed and took poffeffion of the county ofN antz, which the inhabitants, who 11 57· 

had expelled count Hoel, their prince, had put into his hands *. Henry re-
turned to England in the following year ; and the incurfions of the Welfh then 
provoked him to make an invafion upon them ; where the natural faftneffes of 
the country bred him great difficulties, and even brought him into danger. His 
vanguard, being engaged in a nlrrow pals, was put to rout ; and Henry de Ef-
fex, the hereditary ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw down the Handard, 
took to flight, and exclaimed that the King was Oain : And had not that prince 
immediately appeared in perfon, and led on his troops with great bravery, the 
confequences 'might have proved fatal to the whole army t. For this miilieha-
viour, Effex was afterwards accufed of felony by Robert de Montfort; his eftate 
was confi.fcated ·; and he himfelf was thruft into a convent :j:. The fubmiffions of 
the Welih procured them an accommodation with England. 

THE martial difpofition of the princes in that age engaged them to head their n 5s. 
own armies in every enterprize, even the mofl: frivolous ; and their feeble au-
thority made it commonly impraCticable for them to delegate, on occafion, the 
command to their generals. Geoffrey, the King's brother, died foon after he had 
acquired poffeffion of Nantz ; and tho' he had no other title to that county, than 
the voluntary fubmiffion or eleCtion of the inhabitants two years before~ Henry 
laid claim to the territory as devolved to him by hereditary right, and he went 
over to fupport his pretenfions by force of arms. Conan, duke or earl of Bric-
tanny (for thefe titles are given indifferently by hifl:orians to thefe princes) pre· 
tended -that Nantz had been lately feparated by rebellion from his principality~ 
to which of right it belonged; and immediately on Geoffrey's death, he took 
poffeffion of the difputed territory. Lefl: Lewis, the French King, fhouid intet·-
pofe in the controverfy, Henry paid him a vilit; and fo allured him by careffes 
and civilities, that an alliance was contraCted between the monarchs, and they 
agreed, that young Henry, heir of the Englifh monarchy, fhould be affianced to 
Margaret of France 11, tho' the former Was only five years of age, and the latter 
was ftiH in her cradle. Henry, now fecure of meeting with no interruption on 
this fide, advanced with his army into Brittanny; and Conan, in defpair of 
being able to make refiftance, delivered up the county of Nantz to the King : 

'· llut be fides, that this ftory is not very likely of itfelf, anJ favours of monkifh fiCtion, it is found in no 
other antient writer, and is contradicted by fome of them, particularly the monk of Marn outier . . 
who had better opportunities than New bridge of knowing the truth. See Vita Gaufr. Due. Norman. 

p. 103. * Brompton, p. 1049. t Newbr. p. 383. Chron. W. Heming. p. 49z. 
t M. Paris, p. 70, Newbr. p. 383. II M. Paris, p. 68. M. Weft. p. z4S. Tdvet. p. 35· 
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The ability of that monarch procured him farther and more important advantages 
from this incident. Conan, haraffed with the turbulent difpofition of his fub
jetl:s, was defirous of procuring to himfelf the fupport of fo great a monarch; and· 
he betrothed his daughter and only child, yet an infant, to Geoffrey, the King's 
third fon, who was of the fame tender years. The duke of Britanny died about 
feven years after ; and Henry, on pretence of being guardian to his fon and 
daughter-in-law, put himfelf in poffeffion of that principality, and annexed it to 
his other great dominions *. 

THE King had a profpetl: of making frill farther acquifitions; and the atl:ivity 
of his temper allowed no opportunity of that kind to efcape him. Philippa; 
dutchefs of Guienne, mother of QEeen Eleanor, was the only iffue of William IV. 
count of Thouloufe ; and fhould have inherited his dominions, had not that 
prince, defirous of preferving the fucceffion in the male-line, conveyed the prin
cipality to his brother, Raymond de St. Gilles, by a contraCl: of fale which was 
in that age regarded as fiCtitious and illufory. By this means, the title to the 
county of Thouloufe came to be difputed between the male and female heirs ;.., 
and the one or the other, as opportunities favoured them, had obtained polfef.,. 
fion. Alfonfo, the fon of Raymond, was the reigning fovereign; and on Henry~s 
reviving his wife's claim, this prince had recourfe for protetl:ion to the King of 
France, who was fo much concerned in policy to prevent the farther aggrandize
ment of the Englifh monarch. Lewis himfelf, when married to Eleanor, had 
afferted the juftice of her claim, and had demanded poifeffion of Thouloufe t ;. 
but his fentiments changing with his intereft, he now determined to defend, by, 
l1is power and authority, the title of Alfonfo. Henry found, that it would be 
requifite to fupport his pretenfions againft potent antagonifts; and that nothing 
but a great army could maintain a claim~; which he had in vain afferted by argu'!' 
ments and manifeftos. 

AN army, compofed of feudal. vaffals, was commonly very intratlable and 
undifciplined, both becaufe of the independant fpirit of the perfons who ferved in. 
it, and becaufe the commands were not given either by. the choice of the fovereign. 
or from the. military capacity and experience of the officers. E::tch baron con .. 
duB:ed his own vaifals: His rank was greater or lefs, proportioned .to the extent 
of his property : Even the fLipreme command under the prince was often attached: 
ro birth : And as the military vaffals were obli-ged to ferve only forty days at their
own charge; tho', if the expedition was diftant, they were put to great expence ;;; 

• Hoveden~ p. 517. Neubr. p. 396. Chron. W. Heming. p. 496,. 
t Newbr. p •. 387. Chron. W. Heming. p. 494· 
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the prince reaped very little benefit from their attendance. Henry, fenlible of Chap. vm; 
thefe inconveniences, levied upon his vaffals in Normandy and other provinces; 11 59· 

which were remote from Thouloufe, a fum of money in lieu of their fervice; 
and this commutation, by reafon of the great difl:ance, was frill more advanta ... 
geous for his Englilh vaffals. He impofed, therefore, a fcutage of three pounds 
on each knight's fee, a condition, to which, tho' it was unufual, and' the firft 
perhaps to be met with in hifl:ory *, the military tenants willingly fubmitted; 
and with this money, he levied an army which was more under his command, 
and whofe fervice was more durable and confl:ant. Affifl:ed by Berenger, count of 
Barcelona, and Trincaval, count of Nifmes, whom he had gained over to his 
party, he invaded tJ'le county of Thouloufe; and after taking Verdun, Chafl:el .... 
nau, and other places, he befieged the capital of the province, and was likely to·. 
prevail in the enterprize; when Lewis, advancing before the arrival of his main· 
body, threw himfelf into the place with a fmall reinforcement. Henry was 
urged by fome of his minifters to profecute the liege, to take Lewis prifoner,. 
and to impofe his own terms in the pacification; but he either thought it fo much-
his intereft to maintain the feudal principles, by which his foreign dominions 
were fecured, or bore fo much refpett to his fuperior lord, that he dedared he 
would not attack a place defended by him in perfon ; and he immediately raifed 
the liege t. He marched into Normandy to protect that province againfl: an 
incurlion, which the count of Druex, inftigated by King Lewis, his brother, had 
made upon it. War was now openly carried on between the two monarchs, but 
produced no memorable event, and was flopped by a ceffation of arms, and after• 
wards by a peace, which was not however, attended with any confidence or 
good correfpondence between thefe rival princes. The fortrefs of Gifors, beiAg 116o,, 

part of the dowry ftipulated to Margaret of France, had been configned by agree. 
ment to the knights templars, on condition that it fhould be delivered into Henry's 
hands, after t,he celebration of the nuptials. The King;. that he might have a 
pretence for immediately demanding the place, ordered the marriage to· be fo~ 

]emnized between ·the prince and princefs, tho' both infants :j:; and he engaged 
the grand-mailer of the Temple, by large prefents, as was generally fufpeded, 
to put him in.poffeffion of Gifors. Lewis refenting this fraudulent conduct, ba-c 
ni!hed the templars from France, and would have made war upon the King of· 
England; had it not. been for the mediation and authority of Pope Alexander III. n6;.; 

who 'had been chaced from Rome by the antipope, ViCtor IV, and refided at that 
time in France. That we may form a notion· of the authority poffefTed by 

# Pere Daniel, vol. 1. p. 1216. Gervafe, p. 1381. t Fitz-Steph. p. zz. Diceto; p.·53r •. 
t .Hoveden, p. 492, Newbr. p. 100, Diceto, p. 532 •. Bromptcn,--r. 1 ;p. 
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the Roman Pontiff during thofe ages, it may be proper to remark, that the two 
Kings had, the year before, met the Pope at the caftle of Torci un the Lair; and 
they gave him fuch marks of refpecr, that both difmounted from their horfes to 
receive him, and holding each of them one of the reins of his bridle, walked on 
foot by his fide, and conducted him in that fubmiffive manner into the cafile *. 

HENRy, foon aftei· he had accommodated his differences with Lewis by the 
Pope's mediation, returned to England; where he commenced an enterprize, which, 
tho' required by found policy, and even conducted in the main with prudel'lce, 
bred him infinite difquieruc1e, involved him in great danger, and was not concluded 
without fame lofs and diihonour. ~ 

Dirputes be- THE ufurpations of the clergy, which had at firft been gradual, were now 
t~'een the ci- become fo rapid, and had mounted co fuch a height, that the conteft between the 
w:l and eccle- I d . fi l II . d . r. . E l d d . b .fiafiical pow- rega e an pont! ca e was rea y arnve at a cntlS 10 ng an ; an It ecame ne-
ers. ceffary to determine whether the King or the priefts, particularly the archbilhop 

of Canterbury, fhould be fovereign of the kingdom t. The afpiring fpirit of 
Henry, which gave inquietude to all his neighbours, was not likely to pay long 
a tame fubmiffion to the encroachments of fubjects ; and as nothing opens mens 
eyes fo readily as their interefl:, he was in no danger of falling, in this refpect, 
into that abject fuperftition, which retained his people in fubjecrion. From the 
commencement o~ his reign, in the government of his foreign dominions, as well 
as of England, he had lhewed a fixed purpofe to reprefs clerical ufurpations, 
and to maintain thofe prerogatives, which had been tranfmitted to him by his 
predeceifors. During the fchifm of the papacy between Alexander and Victor, 
he had determined, for fome time, to remain neuter ; and when he was infonned, 
that the archbifhop of Roiien and the bifhop of Mans had, from their own authority, 
acknowledged Alexander as legitimate Pope, he was fo enraged, that, tho' he 
fpared the archbilhop on account of his age, he immediately iffued orders for 
overthrowing the houfes of the bifhop of Mans and archdeacon of Rauen :f: ; and it 
was not till he had deliberately examined the matter, by thofe views, which ufually 

• Trivet. p. 43· t Fitz-Steph. p. 27. 
t Fitz-Stephen, p. 18. This conduCl: appears violent and arbitrary; but was Cui table to the tlrain 

of adminiftration in thofe days. His father, Geoffrey, tho' reprefented as a mild prir.ce, fet him an 
.example of much greater violence. When Geoffrey was mafier of Normandy, the chapter of Seez 
prefumed, without his confent, to proceed to the eledion of a bilhop; upon which he ordered all of 
them with the bilhop-eleCl: to be caftrated, and made all their tefticles be brought him in a platter • 
.Fitz-Steph. p. 44· Jn the war ofThuuloufe Henry laid a heavy and an arbitrary tax on all the churches. 
11vithin his dominions. See Epift. St. Thorn. p. 232, 

enter 
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enter into the councils of princes, that he allowed that pontifF to exercife autho- Chap. VJIR 

rity over any of his dominions. In England, the mild charaCter and advanced II-6z.. 

years of Theobald, archbilhop of Canterbury, together with his merits in refufing 
to put the crown on the head of Euftace, fon of Stephen, prevented Henry,. 
during the lifetime of that primate, from taking any m(afures againfi the multi-
plied encroachments of the clergy : But afrer his death, the King refolved to ex-
ert himfelf with more aCtivity * ; and that he might be fecure againfl any oppofi· 
tion, he advanced to that dignity Becket, his chancellor, on whofe compliance, June j'. 

he thought, he could entirely depend. 

THOMAS a Becket, the firft man of Engli!h pedigree, who, Cince the Norman Thomas a 

conque!r, had, during the courfe of a whole century, rifen to any confiderable B~cket, arch

ftation, was born of reputable parents in the city of London ; and being endow- ~1a~~:rb~~y .. 
ed both with induflry and capacity, he early infinuated himfelf into the favour 
of archbiiliop Theobald t, and obtained from that prelate fome preferments and·. 
offices. By their means, he was enabled to travel for farther improvement .to 

lcaly, where he fiudied the civil and canon law at Bologna-:!:; and on his return, · 
he appeared to have made fuch proficiency in knowledge,. that he was promoted 
by his patron to the archdeaconry of Canterbury, an office of confiderable trufl: 
and profit W· He was af[erwards em played with fuccefs by Theobald in tranf-. 
acting bufinefs at Rome; and on Henry's acceffion,. he was recommended to that. 
monarch as worthy of farther preferment§. Henry, who knew that Becket had 
been inftrumental in fupporting that rdolution of the archbi!hop, which Iiad·. 
tended fo much tQ> fa«:i.Jitate his own advancement to the throne, was already prea 
po!feffed in his f,wour ; and finding, on f.1rther acquai11tance, that his fpiric and. 
abilities entitled him to a:ny truft, he foon promoted him to the dignity cf chana 
cellar, one of the firft civtl offices in the kingdom. The chancellor, in that age, 
beflcles the cuftody of the great feal, had poffeffion of all vacant prelacies and ab--
bies; he was the gl:l-ardian of all fm:h r~iinors and pupils as were the King's t~-

nants; aU baronies which efcheated to the crown were under his adminiftration ;-
he was entitled to a place in council, even tho' he was not particularly fummoned; 
and as he exerciled alto the office of ftcr<."tary of ftate, and it belonged to--'him to 
coumerfign all com millions, writs, and letters- patent, he was a kind of prime mini-
fter, and was concerned in the difpatch of every buun.efs of importance+· Af-
ter obtaining this high oince, Becket, as he advanced in favour, was made pro-
voft of Beverly, dean of Haftings, and cooftable of the tower : . He was put m 

* Fitz-~teph. p. z8. t Hifl:. Quadripartita, p. 6. M. Paris, p. 69. Neubr. p. 393· 
:1: Fitz-Steph. p. 12. Brompton, p. 1057• II Hi!l:. ~adr. p. 6. M. Paris, p. 69. 
§ Bromptor., P• 1057• Gervafe, p. 1377• + Fitz-Steph. p. 13. 
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C"nap. VIII. poffeffion of the honours of Eye and Berkham, large baronies, that had efchcated 
uGz. re the crown; and to compleat his grandeur, he was entrufred with the educa~ 

tion of prince Henry, the King's eldeft fon and heir of the monarchy*. The 
pomp of his retinue, the fumptuoufnefs of his furniture, the luxury of his table, 
the munificence of his prefents, correfponded to thefe great preferments ; or ra
ther exceeded any thing, which England had ever before feen in any fubjetl: . 
. His hi(lorian and fecretary, Fitz-Stephens t, mentions, among other particu
lars, that his apartments were every day in winter covered with clean ftraw or 
hay, and in fummer with green rufhes or boughs; left the gentlemen who paid 
their court to him, and who could not, by reafon of their great number, find a 

,place at table, fhould foil their fine cloaths by fitting on a dirty floor t· A great 
.number of knights were retained in his fervice; the greateft barons were proud of 
being received at his table; his houfe was a place of education for the fons of the 
chief nobility ; and the King himfelf frequently vouchfafed to partake of his en~ 
tertainments. As his way of life was fplendid and opulent, his amufements and 
occupations were gay, and partook of the cavalier fpirit, which, as he had only 
taken deacon's orders, he did not think unbefitting his charaCter. He employed 
himfelf at leifure hours in hunting, hawking, gaming, and horfemanfhip ; he 
expofed his perfon in feveral military actions II; he carried over, at his own 

.charge, feven hundred knights to attend the King in his wars at Tholoufe; in 
the fubfequent wars on the frontiers of Normandy, he maintained, during forty 
days, twelve hundred knights, and four thoufand of their train § ; and in an 
embaffy to France, with which he was entrufted, he afionifhed that court with the 
number and magnificence of his retinue. 

HENRY, befides committing all his more important bufinefs to Becket's ma
nagement, ho_noured him with his friendfhip and intimacy ; and whenever he was 
difpofed to relax himfelf by fports of any kind, he admitted his chancellor to the 
party+· An in france of their familiarity is mentioned by Fitz- Stephens, which, 
_as it fbows the manners of the age, it may not be improper to relate. One day, 
as the King and chancellor were riding together in the ftreets {)f London 11 

tkey obferved a beggar, who was fuivering with cold. Wol!lld it not be very 
praife-worthy, faid the King, to give that poor man a warm coat in this fevere 

* Fitz-Steph. p. I 5. Hift. OEad. p. 9• 14· t P. 1 5• 
:t: John Baldwin held the manor of Oterarsfee in Aylefbury of the King in foccage, by the fervice 

of. finding litter fDr the King's .bed, viz. in fummer, grafs or herbs, and two grey geefe, and in winter 
.ihaw and three eels, thrice in a year, if the King fhould come thrice in a year to Ayle!bury. Ma
.<iox. Bar. Anglica, p. Z47• 

1\ Fitz-Steph. p. 23. Hift. OEad. p. 9· § Fitz-$teph. p. 19~ zo, zz, ZJ· 
4- Fitz-Stepl:c p. x6. .Hill:, ~Rd. P• 8 .. 
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feafon ? It would, furely, replied the chancellor; and you do well, Sir, in Chap. vnr 
thinking of fuch good actions. Then he fhall have one prefently, cried the King: 11 62. 

And feizing the fk.irt of the chancellor's coat, began to pull it violently. The 
chancellor defended himfelf for fome time; and they had both of them like to 
have tumbled off their horfes in the ftreet, when Becket, after a vehement [hug· 
gle, let go his coat; wh;ch the King beftowed on the beggar, who, being ignorant 
of the quality of the perfons, was not a little furprifed with the prefent *· 

BECKET, who, by his complaifance and good humour, had rendered himfelf 
agreeable, and by his induftry and abilities ufeful, to his mafter, appeared to him 

_the fitteft perfon for fupplying the vacancy made by the death of Theobald ; and 
as he was well acquainted with the King's intention t of retrenching, or rather 
confining within the antient bounds, all ecclefiaftical privileges, and lhowed al
ways a ready difpofition to comply with them :j:, Henry, who never expected any 
refiftance from that quarter, immediately iffued orders for electing him archbifhop 
of_Cinterbury. But this refolution, which was taken contrary to the opinion of 
Matilda, and many of the minifters U, turned out very unfortunate in the event; 
and never prince of fo great penetration appeared, in the iffue, to have fo little 
underftood the genius and character of his minifrer. 

No fooner was Becket infralled in this high dignity, which rendered him for 
life the fecond perfon in the kingdom, with fome pretenfions of afpiring to be 
the firft, than he totally altered his demeanour and conduct§, and endeavoured 
to retrieve the character of fanB:ity, of which his former bufy and oftentatious 
courfe of life might, in the eyes of the people, have naturally bereaved him. 
Without confulting the King, he immediately returned into his hands the com
miffion of chancellor+ ; pretending, that he muft henceforth detach himfelf from 
fecular affairs, and be folely employed in the exercife of his facred function; but 
in reality, that he might break off all connexions with Henry, and apprife 
him, that Becket, as primate of England, was now become entirely a new per
fonage. He maintained only, in his retinue and attendants, his antient pomp 
and luftre, which was ufeful to ftrike the vulgar: In his own perfon he affected 
the greateft aufterity, and moft rigid mortification, which, he was fenfible, would 
have an equal or a greater tendency to the fame end. He wore fack-cloth next 
his fkin, which, by his affected care to conceal it, was neceffarHy the more re
marked by all the world * : He changed it fo feldom, that it was filled with dirt 

• Fitz-Steph. p. 16. t Fitz-Steph. p. 17. l Fitz-Steph. p, 23. Epift. St Thorn. 
p. 232. II Epift. St. Thorn. p. 167. § M. Paris, p. 69. Neubr. p. 393· Diceto, 
p. 5 34· Gervafe, p. I 3 8 3. + Hift. ~ad. p. 3 2. M. Paris, p. 69. Diceto, p. 5 34· 

• Fitz-Steph. p. Zf· Hift. ~ad. P• 17, I 8. Hoveden, p. 520. Trivet, p. 42. 
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Chap. VIII. and vermin*: Hjs ufual diet was bread; his drink water t, which he even ren-· 
1162

• dered farther unpalatable by the mixture of unfavoury herbs :- .He tore his back 
with the frequent difcipline which he inflicted on it: He daity on his knees 
wafbed, in imitation of our Saviour, the feet of thirteen beggars; whom he af
terwards difmiffed with prefents :j:: He gained the affetl:ions of the monks by 
his frequent charities to the convents and hofpitals : Every one who made profef
fion of fanchty was admitted to his converfdtion, and returned full of panegyrics 
on the humility, as well as the piety and mortification, of the holy primate:- He 
feemed to be perpttually empl-oyed in recitirg prayers and pious kCl::ures, or in per• 
ufing religious difcourfes: His afpetl: wore the appearance of ferioufnds, and men· 
tal recolleCtion, and fecret devotion :· And all men of penetration plainly faw, 
that he was meditating fome great defign, and that the ambition and oftentation 

/ 

J 163. 
O..!,larrel be
tween the 
King and 
Becket. 

(:)f his charaCter had turned itfelf towards a new and more dangerous objetl:. 

BECKET waited not till Henry fbould com1nence thofe projeCl:s againft the ec .. 
defiail:ical power, which, he knew, had been formed by that prince: He was 
h~mfdf the aggrelfor; and endeavoured to overawe the King by the intrepidity 
and boldnefs of his enrerprizes. He fummoned the earl of Clare to furrender the 
barony of Tu~bridge, which, ever fince the conqueft, had remained in the fa
mily of that n0bleman, but which, as it had formerly belonged to the fee of Can
terbury, the primate pretended his predeceffors we.re prohibited by the canons to 
alienare. The earl of Clare, b,fides the luftre which he deriyed from the great.,. 
nefs of his own birth, and the extent of his poffeffions, was allied to all the chief. 
families in the kingdom; his fifter, who was a celebrated beauty, had farther 
extended his credit among rhe nobility, and was even fuppofed to have gained 
the King's aL etl:ions ; and Becket could not better difcov.er, than by attacking fo 
powerful an intereft, his refolution to.maintain with vigour the rights, real or pre
tended, of his fee II· 

WILLIA<M de Eymford, a military: tenant of the- crown, was patron of a living: 
which belonged to a manor that hdd of the archbifbop of.Canterbury; and Bee.,. 
ket, without regard to WiHiam's right, prefented, on a new and. illegal pretext,. 
one Laurence to that living,. who was violently expelled by Eynsford. The pri· 
mate, making himfelf, as was ufual in fpiritual courts, bo.th judge and party; 
iffued out, in a fummary manner, the fentence of excommunjcation againO: 
Eynsford, who complained to the King, that he, who held in capite of the 

• Fitz-Steph. p. 24. t Hoveden, p. 5 zo. 
~ Fitz~Steph. p. z8. Gervafe, P• J 384. 

t. Fitz-Steph. p. 25. Hift. Q!ad. p. 1~ 
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crown, fhould, contrary to the praCtice eftablifued by the Conqueror, and main- C.bap. vnr. 
tained ever fince by his fuccelfors, be fubjetl:ed to that terrible fentence, without ll

6 -· 
the previous confent of the fovereign *. Henry, who had now broke off all per-
[onal intercourfe with Becket, fent him, by a meffenger, his orders to abfolve 
Eynsford; but received for anfwer, that it belong~d not to the King to inform 
him whom he fhould abfolve and whom excommunicate t: And it was not till 
after many remonftrances and menaces, that Becket, tho' with the worft grace 
imaginable, was induced to comply with the royal mandate. 

HENRY, tho' he found himfelf thus grievoufiy miftaken in the character of the 
perfon whom he had promoted to the primacy, determined not to defift: from his 
former intention of retrenching clerical ufurpations. He was entirely mafl::er of his 
extenfive dominions: The prudence and vigour of his government, attended with 
perpetual fuccefs, had raifeJ his character above that of any of his predecelfors :j:: 
The papacy was weakened by a fchilm, which divided all Europe: And he rightly 
judged, that, if the prefent favourable opportunity were neglected, the crown muft; 
from the prevalent fuperfl:ition of the people, be in danger of falling into an entire 
fubordination under the mitre. 

THE union of the civil and eccleGaftical powers ferves extremely, in every ci
vilized government, to the maintenance of peace and order; and prevents thofe 
mutual incroachments, which, as there can be no ultimate judge between them, 
are often attended with the mofl:: dangerous confequences. Whether the fupreme 
rnagiftrate, who unites thefe powers, receive the appellation of prince or prelate, 
it is not material: The fuperior weight, which temporal interefl::s commonly bear 
in the apprehenfions of men above fpiritual, renders the civil part of his charac
ter moft prevalent; and in time prevents thofe grofs impofl:ures and bigotted 
perfecutions, which, in ali falfe religions, are the chief foundation of clerical au
thority. But during the progrefs of eccleGaftical ufurpations, the ftate, by the 
reGft:ance of the civil magift:rate, is naturally thrown into convulfions ; and it be
hoves the prince, both for his own intereft, and for that of the public, to pro
vide in time fufficient barriers againft fo dangerous and infidious a rival. This 
precaution had been hitherto much neglected in England, as well as in other 
catholic countries ; and affairs at laft feemed to have come to a dangerous crifis: 

A fovereign of the greateft abilities was now on the throne : A prelate of the 
moft inflexible and intrepid character was poffelfed of the primacy: The con
tending powers appeared to be armed with their full force, and it was natural to 
expect fome extraordinary event to refult from their rencounter. 

* M. Paris,. p. 70. D:ceto1 p. 536. t Fitz-Steph. p. z8. t Epiil, St. Thorn. p. 130. 
N n z AMONG 
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Chap. VIII. AMONG their other inventions to obtain money, the clergy had inculcated the 
li

63· neceffity of penance as an atonement for fin; and having again introduced the 
praCtice of paying them large fums as a commutation, or fpecies of atonement, 
for the remitlion of thefe penances, the fins of the people, by thefe means, had 
become a revenue to the priefts ; and the King computed, that, by this inven
tion alone, they levied more money from his fubjeets, than flowed, by all the 
funds and taxes, into the royal exchequer*. That he might eafe his fubjeB:s of 
fo heavy and arbitrary an impofition, Henry required, that a civil officer of his 
appointment iliould be prefent in all ecclefiaftical courts; and fhould, for the fu
ture, give his confent to every competition which was made with finners for their 
fpiritual offences. 

THE ecclefiaftics, in that age, had renounced all immediate fubordination to 
the magiftrate : Th~y openly pretended to an exemption, in criminal accufa
tions, from a trial before courts of juftice; and were gradually introducing a like 
'exemption in civil caufes: Spiritual penalties alone could be inflicted on their of
fences : And as the clergy had extremely multiplied in England, and many of 
them were confequently of very low charaCters, crimes of the deepeft dye, mur
ders, robberies, adulteries, rapes, were daily committed with impunity by the 
ecclefiaftics. It had been found, for inftance, by enquiry, that no lefs than an 
hundred murders had, fince the King's acceffion, been perpetrated by men of 
that profeffion, who had never been called to account for thefe offences t; and 
holy orders were become a full proteCtion for all enormities. A clerk in W or
cefl:erfbire, having debauched a gentleman's daughter, had, at this time, pro
ceeded to murder the father ; and the general indignation againft this crime 
moved the King to attempt the 'remedy of an abufe which was become fo palpable, 
and to require that the clerk fbould be delivered up, and receive condign punifh
ment from the magiftrate t· Becket infifted on the privileges of the church ; 
confined the criminal to the bifbop's prifon, left he fuould be feized by the King's 
officers; maintained that no greater punifhment could be inflicted on him than 
degradation ~ And when the King demanded, that, immediately after he was 
degraded, he fhould be tried by the civil power, the primate aff<rrred, that it 
was iniqllitous to try a man twice upon the fame accufation, and for the fame 

·crimeiJ. 

HENRY, laying hold of fo favourable a caufe, refolved to pufh the cl<?rgy·'tlith 
regard to all their privileges, which they had raifed to an enormous height, and 

• F tz-Steph. p. 32. t Neubr. p. 394-· t Fitz-S~ph. p. 33· Hilt. Q:!ad. p: 32. 
ij Fit~-Steph. p. 29. HilL Q:.ad. p. 33, 4-5• Hoveden, p. 4-92. M. Paris, p. 72. Diceto, 

'p. 536, 537• Brompton, p. tc58. Gervafe, p. 1384. Epift. St. Them. p. zo8, 209. 

to 
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t() determine at once thofe controvedies, which daily multipli~, between the ci· Chap. VIH. 

vil and ecclefiaftical jurifdit1ions. He fu~moned an affembly of all the prelates 1
'
6

3· 

of England; and he put to them this concife and decifive queftion, Whether or 
not they were willing to fubrnit to the ancient Jaws and cufroms of the kingdom ? 
The bilhops unanirnoufly replied, that they were willing, fa'Ving their own or., 
der * : A device by which they thought to elude the prefent urgency of the King's 
demand, and yet referve to themfelves, on a fa~o).lrable opportunity, the power 
of refuming all their paft pretenflons. The King wa! fenfible of the artifice, and 
was provoked to the highefr indignation. He left the aifembly, with vifible marks 
of his difpleafure : He required the primate inftantly to furrender the honours and 
caftles of Eye ·and Berkham t : The bi!hops were terrified, and expetl:ed ftill far-
ther effetl:s of his refentment. Becket alone was inflexible; and notning but the 
interpoiition of the Pope's legate, Philip, abbot of Eleemofina, who dreaded a 
breach with fo powerful a prince at fo unfeafonable a juntl:ure, could have pre-
vailed on him to retrat1 the faving c1aufe, and give a general and abfolute pro-
mife -of obferving the antient cuftom~ :j:. 

BuT Henry was not content with a declatation in thefe general terms : Here .. 
folved, ere it was too late, to define exprefsly thofe cuftorns, with which he .re
quired compliance, and to put a ftop to clerical ufurpations, before they were 
fully confolidated, and could plead antiquity, as they already did a facred ·autho
rity, in their favour. The claims of the church were open and vifible. After a. 
gradual and infenfible progrefs thro' many. centuries, the mafk had at )aft been 
taken off, and feveral ecclefiaftical councils, by their canons, . which were pretend
ed to be irrevocable and infallible, had pofitively defined thofe privileges and im
munities, which gave fuch general offence, and appeared fo dangerous, to the 
civil magiftrate. Henry therefore deemed it neceffary to define with the fame pre
cifion the limits of the 6vil power ; t.o oppofe his legal cuftoms to th~ir divine or
dinances; to determine the exaa boundaries of -the rival jurifditl:ions ; and for 
this purpofe, he fummoned a general council of the nobility and prelates at Cia- u64. 
rendon, to whom he fubmitted this great and important queftion. · 25thjanuary~ 

THE barons were all gained to the King's party, either by the reafons which- Conftituticns 

he urged, or by his fuperior authority : The bifhops- weFe overawed by the gene- ofClare:ndon.. 

ral combination againft them : And the following laws, commonly called the 
Con.ftitutiom of Clarendon, were voted without oppofition by this affembly II· I-t 
was enaCted, that all fuits concerning the advowfc;m and prefentation of churches, 

• Fitz-Steph. p. 3-'· Rift~ Q!ad. p. 34· Hoveden, p. 492. Gervafe, p. 1385. 
t Hift.Q!ad. P·3)· Gervafe, p.1385. :t: Hift.~adr.p.J7• HGveden,.p.493• 

Gervafe, p. 138 5. U Fitz-Steph. p. 33· 

5 fuould 
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-Chap. VIII. thould be determined in the civil courts: That the churches, belonging to the 
•1 16+. King's fee, fhould not be granted in perpetuity without his confent : That clerks, 

accufed of any crime, fhould be tried in the civil courts: That no perfon, particu
larly no clergyman of any rank, fhould depart the kingdom without the King's 
licence ~ That excommunicated perfons fhould not be bound to give fecurity for 
.continui-ng in their prefent place of abocle : That laics fhould not be accJfed in 
.fpiritual courts, except by legal and reputable promoters and witneifes :·That no 
chief tenant of the crown fhould be excommunicated., nor his lands be put under 
an interditt, except with the King's confent: That all appeals in fpiritual caufes 
:£hould be carried from the archdeacon to the bifhop, from the bifhop to the pri
·mate, from him to the King; and :£hould be carried no farther without the King's 
.confent:: That if any law-fuit arife between a layman and a clergyman con'cerning 
a tenement., and it be difputed whether the land be a lay or an ecclefiaftical fee, 
it fhould firft be determined bf the verdi& of twelve lawful men to what clafs it 

.belonged, and if it be found to be a lay-fee, the caufe lhould finally be determined 
in the civil courts : That no inhabitant in demefne, fhould be excommunicated 
for non-appearance in a fpiritual c.Qurt, till the chief officer of the place, where he 
J'efides,, he confulted, that he may compel him by the civil authority to give fatif
fattion to the church : That the archbi!hops, bi!hops, and other fpiritual digni
taries fhould be regarded as barons of the realm; fhould poffefs the privileges and 
be fubjeCl:ed to the burthens belonging to that rank ; and 1hould be bound to at'!' 
_tend the Kiqg in his great councils, and affift at all trials, till the fentence, either 
of death or lois of members, be given againft the criminal: That the revenue of 
the vacant fees fhould belong to the King; the chapter, or fuch of them as he 1haU 
Jummon, fhould fit in the King's chapel till they make the new eleCl:ion with his 
confent, and that the bifhop-eletl: fhould do homage to the crown: That if ~ny 
baron or tenant in capite fhall refufe to fubmit to the fpiritual courts, the King 
_fuould employ his authority in obliging him to make fuch fubmiffions ; if any 
-of them throw off his allegiance to the King, the prelates fhould with their cen-
fures affift the King in reducing him : That goods, forfeited to the King, lhould 
_not be protected in churches or church-yards : That the clergy 1hould no more 
pretend to the right of enforcing payment of debts contracted by oath or promife ; 
:but lhould leave chefe law-fuits, as well as others, to the determination of the civil 
,courts : And that the fans of villains 1hould not be ordained clerks, without the 
.confent of their lord *~ 

• Hill. ~adr. p. r63. M. Paris, p. 70, 71. Spelm. Cone. vol. z. p. 63. Gervafe, p. 1386. 
;JE87,• Wilkins, p. 321_. 
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THESE articles, to the number of fixteen, were calculated to prevent the prin- Chap. VIIL · 

cipal abufes, which had prevailed in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an effectual fl:op 1164
·• · 

to the ufurpations of the church, which, gradually fiealing on, had threatened 
the total deft ruction of the civil power. Henry, therefore,. by reducing tnefe. 
·cuftoms to writing and colleCting them in a body, endeavoured to prevent all fu-
ture difpute with regard to them ; and by palling fo many eccldiaftical ordinanceS· 
in a national and civil a!fembly, he fully eftab!ifhed the fuperiority of the legif-
lature above all papal decrees or fpiritual canons, and gained a fignal victory; 
over the ecclefiafbcs. But as he knew, that the bifhops, tho' overawed by the 
prefent combination of the crown and the barons, would tJke the firft favourable 
opportunity of deny.ing the authority, which had enaCted thefe confiitutiuns; he 
refolved, that they fhould all fet their feal to the-m, and give a promife to obferve 
them. None of the prelates dared to oppofe his will; except Becket, who, the?' 
urged by the earls of Cornwal and Leicefter, the barons of principal authority in 
the kingdom, obftinately with-held hi·s confent. At !aft, Richard de Haftings, 
grand prior of the templars in England, threw himfelf on his knees bdore him ; ~ 
and with many tears, entreated him, if he paid any regard, either to his own 
fafety or that of the church, not to provoke, by fruitlefs oppofrtion, the indig-
nation of a great monarch, who was refoiutely bent on his purpofe, and who was 
determined to take full revenge on every one, who Ihould dare to oppofe him* ; · 
Becket, finding himfelf deferted by a!} the world, and e.ven by his own brethren, 
in this caufe, was atlaft obliged to comply ; and he fet his feal to the conftlrutions; 
p,romifed, legally, with good faith, and without fraud or referve t, to obferve them ; . 
and even took an oath to that purpofe t· The King, thinking that he had now· 
finally prevailed in this great enterprize, fent lhe conftitutions to Pope Alexander,, 
who then reGded in France; and he required that pontitfys ratification of them : 
'But Alexande-r, who pl-tinly faw, that thefe laws Wtre calculated to eftablifh the 
independancy of England on the papacy, and of the royal' power on the clergy,. ·, · 
oondemned them in tbt' fl.ronge-ft ttrms; abrogated, annu 1led, and rejected them 1~; 

There were only fix. articles, the leatt important,. which., for the fake of peace, he. 
was willing to ratify. 

Br:cKET, when he obferved, that he might h0pe for: fupport-in an oppofition~ 
e.xpreffed the deepefl: forrow for his conceffions ; and endeavoured to engage alL 
the other bifhops in a confederacy to adhere to th~ir common rights, and to the 
ecdeGafi:ical privileges, in which he reprei"ented the intereft· and honour of God 
to be fo deeply, concerned. He redoubled his aufteritres in order to punifh himfelf 

* Hill:. ~adr. p. 38. Bsveden, p. 493· t Fitz-Step.· p. ;;;. Epift. St. Thorn. p.·25., 
;J:Fit.:z.-Step)l. p. 45· Hift. ~ad. p. 39· Gervafe, p •. 138;:, II Fitz..-Steph. p. 35· 
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for his criminal compliance* : He proportianed his difcipline to the enormity of 
his fuppofed offence : And he refufed to exercife any part of his archiepifcopal 
function, till he :fhould receive abfolution from the Pope, which was readily grant
ed him t. Henry, informed of his prefent difpofitions, refolved to take ven
geance for this refractory behaviour; and he attempted to crufh him, by means 
Qf that very power which Becket made fuch a merit in fupporting. He applied 
to the Pope for the com million of legate in his dominions ; but Alexander, as po
litic as he, tho' he granted him the commiffion, annexed a claufe, that it fhould 
not empower him to execute any act in prejudice of the archbi:fhop of Canterbu
ry t : And the King, finding how fruitlefs fuch an authority would prove, fent 
back the commiffion by the fame melfengers who brought it 11. 

THE primate, however, who found himfelf frill expofed to the King's indigna
tion, endeavoured twice to efcape fecretly from the kingdom; but was as often 
detained by contrary winds § : And Henry hail:ened to make him feel the ef
fects of an obftinacy, which he deemed fo criminal. He inil:igated John, ma
rifchal of the exchequer, to fue Becket, in the archiepifcopal-court for fome 
lands, part of the manor of Pageham ; and to appeal from thence to the King's 
court for jufiice ..j... On the day appointed for trying the caufe, the primate fent 
four knights, to reprefent certain irregularities in John's appeal ; and at the fame 
time to excufe himfelf, on account of ficknefs, for not appearing perfonally that 
day in the court. This flight offence (if it even deferves that name) was reprefent
ed as a grievous contempt; the four knights were menaced, and with difficulty 
efcaped being fent to prifon, as offering falfhoods to the court *; and Henry, 
being determined to perfecute Becket to the utmoft, fummoned at Northampton 
a great council, whom he propofed to make the infiruments of his vengeance a
gainft this inflexible prelate, 

THE King had raifed Becket from a low ftation to the higheft offices, had ho· 
noured him with his countenance and friendfhip, had trufted to his affiftance in 
forwarding his favourite project againfi the clergy ; and when he found him be
come of a fudden his mofi rigid opponent, while every one befide complied with 
his will, rage at the difappointment, and indignation againft fuch fignal ingra
titude,. tranfported him beyond all bounds of moderation; and there feems to 
have entered more of paffion than of juftice or even of policy, in this violent 

• Hi.ft. Q!!adr. p. 40, ·41· Hoveden, p. 493• M. Paris, p. 71• t Gervafe, p. 1388. 
Parker, p. 203. Epift. St. Thorn. p. 40, 41. t Epift. St. Thorn. p. 13, 14. 

U Hoveden, p. 493· Gervafe, p. 1388. § Fitz-Steph. p. 35· Hill:. ~ad. p. 42. M. 
Paris, p. 72. + Hoveden, p. 494; M. Paris, p. 72. Diceto, p. 537· 
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profecmion *. The barons, however, in the great council voted whatever fen- Chap. vrrr. 
tence he was pleafed to diCtate to them; and the bifhops tbemfelves, who un- I164. 

doubtedly bore a fecret favour to Becket, and regarded him as the martyr of their 
privileges, concurred with the reft, in the defign of oppreffing their primate. In 
vain did Becket urge, that his court was proceeding with the utmoft regularity 
and juftice in trying the marefchal's caufe, which, however, he faid, would ap-
pear, from the fheriff's teftimony, to be entirely unjuft and iniquitous : That he 
himfelf had difcovered no contempt of the King's court; but on the contrary, 
by fendiBg four knights to excufe his abfence, had virtually acknowledged its 
authority : That he alfo, in confequence of the King's fummons, perfonally ap-
peared at prefent in the great council, ready to juftify his caufe againft: the 
marefchal, and to fubmit his conduCt to their enquiry and jurifdittion: And that 
even fhould he be found to have been guilty of non-appearance, the laws had affix-
ed a very flight penalty to that offence; and that, as he was an inhabitant of Kent, 
where his archiepifcopal palace was feared, he wa~ by law entitled to fome greater 
indulgence than ufual in the rate of his fine t. He was condemned, notwith
ftanding thefe pleas, as guilty of a contempt of the King's court, and as wanting 
in the fealty which he had fworn to his fovereign ; all his goods and chattels were 
confifcated :1:; and' that this triumph over the church might be carried to the 
utmofl:, Henry, Billiop of Winchefier, the prelate who had been fo powerful in 
the former reign, was, notwithftan::ling his remonftrances, obliged, by order of 
the court, to pronounce the fentence againft him [1. The primate fubmitted to 
the decree; and all the prelates, except Gilbert, bifhop of London, who paid 
court to the King by this fingularity, became fureties for him §. It is remarkable, 
that feveral Norman barons voted in this council ; and we may conclude, with 
fome probability, that a like practice had prevailed in many of the great councils 
fummoned fince the conqueft. For the cotemporary hiftorian, who has given 
us a full account of thefe tranfaCl:ions, does not mention this circumftance as any 
wife fingular -1-; and· Becket, in all his fubfequent remooftrances with regard 
to the fevere treatment, which he had met with, never founds any objeCtion on 
an irregularity, which to us appears very palpable and flagrant. So little pre-
cifion was there at that time in the government and conftitution ! 

THE King was not content with this fentence, however violent and oppreffive: 
Next day, he demanded of Becket the fum of three hundred pounds, which the pri
mate had levied from the honours of Eye and Berkam, while in his poffeffion. 

• Neubr. p. 394• 
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Chap. VIII. Becket, after premi!ing that he was not obliged to anfwer to this fuit, becaufe k 
1 16

4· was not contained in his fummons; after remarking, that he had expended more· 
than that fum in the repairs of thefe caftles and of the royal palace at London; 
exprdfed however his refolution not to allow money to be any ground of quarrel 
between him and his fovereign : He agreed to pay the fum; and immediately 
gave fureties fir it*. In the fubfequent meeting, the King demanded five hun
dred marks, which, he affirmed, he had lent Becket during the war at Tho .. 
loufe t; and another fum to the fame amount, for which that prince had been 
furety for him to a Jew. Immediately after thefe two claims, he ftarted a third' 
of ftlll greater importance: He required him to give in the account of his ad
minifl:ration while chancellor, and to pay the balance due from the revenues of 
all the prelacies, abbies, and baronies, which had, during that time, been fub
jected to his management t· Becket obferved, that as this demand was totalfy· 
unexpected, he had not come prepared to anfwer it ; but he required a delay, 
and promifed in that cafe to give fatisfaction. The King infifted upon fureties ;. 
and Becket defired leave to confuJt with his fuffragans in a cafe of fuch impor
tance!]. 

IT is apparent, from the known charaCter of Henry, and from the ufual vigi
lance of his government, that when he promoted Becket to the fee of Canterbury, 
he was, on good grounds, well pleafed with his adrniniftration in the former 
high office, with which he had entrufl:ed him; and that, even if that prelate had 
diffipated money beyond the income of his place, the King was fatisfied, that his. 
expences were not blameable, and had in the main been calculated for his fer~ 
vice §. Two years had fince elapfed ; no demands had during that time been. 
made upon him , it was not till the quarrel arofe concerning ecclefiaftical privi
leges, that the claim was ftarted, and the primate was, of a fudden, required to 
produce accounts of fuch intricacy and extent before a tribunal,. which had fhown 
a determined refolution to ruin and oppr.efs him. To find fureties, that he fhould 
anfwer fo boundlefs and uncertain a claim, which, in the Kmg's eftimation, 
amounted to 44,00~ marks+, was impraCticable; and Becket's fuffragans were 
extremely at a lofs what council to give him, in fuch a critical emergency. By 
the advice of the tifhop of Winchefter he offered two thoufand marks as a ge
neral fatisfact!on for all demands: But this offer was rejected by the King*. 
Some prelates counftlled him to refign his fee, on condition of receiving an ac
quital: Others were of opinion, that he ought to fubmit himfdf entirely to the 
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King's mercy*: But the primate, thus pufhed to the utmoft, had too much Chap. vnr. 
courage to fink under oppreffion: He determined to brave all his enemies, to 1164; 

trufr to the facrednefs of his charaCter for proteCtion, to involve his caufe with that 
of God and religion, and to ftand the utmoft efforts of royal indignation. 

AFTER a few days, fpent in deliberation, Becket went to church, and faid 
mafs, where he had previouOy ordered, that the introit to the communion fer
vice :fhould begin with thefe words, Princes fat and fpake againfl me; the paf. 
fage appointed for the martyrdom of St. Stephen, whom the primate thereby 
tacitly pretended to refemble in his fufferings for the fake of dghteoufnefs t. He 
went thence to court arrayed in his faqed veftments ;, and as foon as he arrived 
within the palace gates, he took the crofs into his own hands, bore it aloft as his 
proteCtion, and marched in that pofture into the royal apartments :J:. The King, 
who was in an inner room, was aftonifhed at this parade, by which the primate 
feemed to menace him and his court with the fentence of excommunication; and 
he fent fome of the prelates to remonftrate with him on account of fuch audacious 
behaviour. Thefe prelates complained to him, that, by fubfcribing, himftlf, to 
the conftitutions of Clarendon, he had feduced them to imitate his examp!e; and 
that now, when it was too late, he pretended to :fhake off all fubordination to the 
civil power, and appeared defirous of involving them in the guilt, which muft 
attend any violation of thofe laws, eftablilhed by their confent and ratified by 
their fubfcriptions 11. Becket replied, that he had indeed fubfcribed the confli
tutions of Clarendon, legally, with good faith and without fraud or referve, but 
in thefe words was virtually implied a falvo for the rights of their order, which, 
being conneCted with the caufe of God and his church, could never be relin
quilhed by their oaths and engagements: That if he and they had erred, in re
figning the ecclefiaftical privileges, the beft atonement they could now make was 
to retract their confe!lt, which in fuch a cafe could never be obligatory, and to 
follow the Pope's authority, who had folemnly abrogated the confl:itutions 
of Clarendon, and had abfolved them from all oaths, which they had taken to 
obferve them: That a determined refolution was evidently embraced to opprefs the 
church; the ftorm had firft broke upon him; for a flight offence, and which too was 
even f.:tlfely imputed to him, he had been tyrannically condemned to a grievous 
penalty; a new and unheard of claim was fince ftarted, in which he could expect 
no jufiice; and he plainly faw that he was a deftined victim, who, by his ruin, 
muft prepare the way for the abrogation of all fpiritual immunities: That he 

* Fitz~Steph. p. 39· Gervafe, p. 1390. i· Hifl:. ~ad, p. 53· Hoveden, p. 494• 
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Chap. vm. firictly inhibited them, who were his fu.ffragans, to affift at any fuch trial, or 
116+· give their fancrion to any fentence againfi him ; he put himfelf and his fee under 

the proteCtion of the fupreme pontiff; and appealed to him againft any penalty, 
which his iniquitous judges might think proper to inflict upon him : And rhat, 
however terrible the indignation of fo great a monarch as Henry, his fword could 
only kill the body; while that of the church, entrufied into the hands of the 
primate, could kill the foul, and throw the difobedient into infinite and eternal 

perdition *. 
APPEALS to the Pope, even in ecciefiafiical caufes, had been abolifhed by the 

conftitutions of Clarendon, and were become criminal by law ; but an appeal in 
a civil caufe, fuch as that of the King's demand upon Becket, was a praCtice al
together new and unprecedented; tended directly to the fubverfion of the go
vernment ; and could receive no colour of excufe, except from the determined 
refolution, which was but too apparent, in the King and the great council, to 
effeCtuate, without jufiice, but under colour of law, the total ruin of the inflexible 
primate. The King, having now obtained fo much a better pretext for his vio
lence, would probably have puihed this affair to the utmoft extremity againft 

lhni!hmentof him; but Becket gave him no leifure to conduCt that profecution. He refufed 
_:Becket. fo much as to hear the fentence, which the barons, fitting apart from the bifhops,. 

and joined to fome fheriffs and barons of the fecond rank t, had given upon the 
King's claim: He departed from the palace ; afked Henry's immediate perm1f
fion to leave Northampton ; and upon meeting with a refufaf, he withdrew fe
cretly; wandered about in difguife for fome time ; and at laft took ihipping and 
arrived fafely at Gravelines :j:. 

THE violent and unjuft profecution of Becket had a natural tendency to turn 
the public favour on his fide~ and to make men forg~t his former ingratitude to
wards the King, and his departure from all oaths and engagements, as well as the 
enormity of thofe ecclefiafrical privileges, of which he affected to be the cham
pion. There were many other reafons, which procured him countenance and 
protection in foreign countries. Philip, earl of Flanders 11, and Lewis, King of 
france§, jealous of the rifing greatnefs of Henry, were well pleafed to give him 

* Fitz Steph. p. 42. 44, 4S• 46. Hill:. ~ad. p. 57· Hoveden, p. 495· M. Paris, p. 72. Epift. 
St. Thom. p. 45· 19)· t Fitz-Steph. p. 46. This hiftorian is fuppofed to mean the more 
conliderable vaifals of the chief barons: Thefe had no title to fit in the great council, and (he giving 

them a place there was a palpable irregularity : Which ho .... ever is not infifted on in any of Becket's 
remonftrances. A new proof how little fixed the conftitution was at that time ! 
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dill:urbance in his government; and forgetting that this was the common caufe of Chap. vnr. 
princes, .-they affected to pity extremely the condition of the exiled primate; and 11 64. 

the latter even honoured him 'with a vifit a~ Soiffons, in which city he had in-
vited him to fix his retreat*. The pope, whofe interefi:s were more immediately 
concerned in fupporting him, gave a bad reception to a magnificent embaffy, 
which Henry fent to accufe him; while he put the greateft marks of difi:inB:ion 
on Becket himfelf, who had come to Sens, in order to jufi:ify his caufe before 
the fovereign pontiff t. The King, in revenge, fequeftered the revenues of 
Canterbury ; and by a conduCt, which might be efi:eemed arbitrary had there 
been at that time any regular check on royal authority, he banifhed all the pri-
mate's relations and domeftics, to the number of four hundred :j:, whom he 
obliged to fwear, before their departure, that they would inftantly join their pa-
tron II· But this policy, by which Henry endeavoured to reduce Becket the 
fooner to neceffities, loft its effeCt : The Pope, as foon as they arrived beyond 
fea, abfolved them from their oath, and difl:ributed them among the convents in 
France and Flanders : A refidence was affigned to Becket himfelf in the convent 
of Pontigny §, where he lived for fome years in great magnificence, partly from 
a penfion granted him on the revenues of that abbey, partly from remittances, 

made him by the French monarch. 

THE more to ingratiate himfelf with .Pope Alexander, Becket refigned- into 
his hands the fee of Canterbury, to which, he affirmed, he had been uncanoni
cally eleB:ed, by the authority of the royal mandate -1-; and Alexander in his turn, 
befides invefl:ing him anew with that dignity, pretended to abrogate by a bull the 
fentence which the great council of England had pal.fed againft him. Henry, af
ter attempting in vain to procure a conference with the Pope, who departed foon 
after for Rome, whither the profperous condition of his affairs now invited him,; 
made provifions againfi: the confequences of that breach, which impended between 
his kingdom and the apoftolic fee. He il.fued orders to his jufliciaries, inhibit
ing, under fevere penalties, all appeals to the Pope or archbifhop ; forbidding 
any one to receive any mandc1tes'from them, or apply in any cafe to their autho~ 
rity ; declaring it treafonable to bring from either of them an interdiB: upon the 
kingdom, and punifhable, in fecular clergymen, by the Jofs of their eyes and by 
cafl:ration, in regulars by amputation of their feet, and in laics with death; and 
menacing with fequeil:ration and banifhment the perfons themfelves, as well as 

"' Hill:. Qlad. p. 76. t Fitz-Steph. p. 51. Hiil-. Q::ad. p. 72, 7 3· 77· Hoveden, p• 
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<Ohap. Vllf •. their kindred, who !hould pay obedience to any fuch interdict: And he farther 
116

5· obliged all his fubjetl:s to fwear to the obfervance of thefe orders*. Thefe were 
€diets of the utmo{l importance, affeCted the lives and properties of all the fub
jetl:s, and even changed, for the time, the national religion, by breaking off all 
communication w_ith Rome: Yet were they enaCted by the fole aurhority of the 
King, and were derived entirely from his will and pleafure. 

THE fpirituai powers, which, .in the p; imitive church, were, in a great mea
fure, dependant on the civil, had by a gradual progrefs reached an equality and 
independance; and tho' the limits of tbe two jurifdi8.:ions were difficult to afcer
tain or define, it was not impoffible, but, by moderation on both Gdes, govern
ment might frill have been conduB:e::d, in that imperfect and irregular manner 
which attends a11 human infritutions. But as the ignorance of the age encoura
ged the ecclefiafrics c;i.aily to extend their privileges, and even to advance maxims 
totally jncompatible with ,civil government t; Henry had thought it high time 
to put an end to their pretenfions, and formally, in a public council, to fix thofe 
powers, which belonged to the magtll:rate, and which he was for the future de
termined to maintain. In this attempt, he was led to recall cuftoms, which, 
tho' antieat t, were beginning to be abolifhed by a contrary practice, and which 
were frill more frrongly oppofed by the prevailing opinions and fentiments of the 
age. Principle, therefore, frood on the one fide ; power on the other; and if 
the Engldh had been aCl:uated by confcience, more than by prefent intereft, the 
controverfy rnuft fOon, by the general defection of Henry's fubjeCts, have been de
cided againfr him. Becket, in order to forward this event, filled all places with 
exclamations againfr the violence which he had fuffered Jl. He compared himfelf 
to Chrift, who had been condemned by a lay tribunal §, and who was crucified 
.anew in the~prefent oppreffions under which his church laboured: He took it for 
granted, as a point ioconteftible, that his caufe was the caufe of God+: He af
:Cumed the charaCl:er of champion for the patrimony of the Divinity: He pre
.t-ended to be t.he fpiritual father of the King and all the people of England *; 
He even told Henry, that Kings reign folely by the authority of the church t; 
and tho' he had thus torne off the veil more openly on the one fide, than that 
prince had on the other, he feeme.d frill, from the general favour borne him by 

* Hift. ~ad. p. 88, 167. Hoveden, p. 496. M. Paris, p 73· 
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rlie ecclefiaftics, to have all the ad vantage in the argument *. The King, that Chap. VIII;. 
he might employ the weapons of temporal power remaining in his hands, fuf- u

6s:.
pended the payment of Peter's-pence t; he made advances towards an alliance 
with the Emperor, Frederic Barbaroffa, who was at that time engagt:d in vio-
lent wars with Pope Alexander t; he difcovered fame intentions of acknowledg--
ing PafcaL III. the prefent anti-pope, who was proteCted by that Emperor 11 ; 
and by thefe expedients he endeavoured to terrify the enterprifing,. tho' prudent 
pontiff, from proceeding to extremities againft him. 

BuT the violence of Becket, fl:ill more than the nature of the controverfy, kept II66:.-. 

affairs from remaining long in fufpenfe between the parties. That prelate, infti-
gated by revenge, and animated by the prefent glory attending his fituation; 
pu!hed matters to a decifion; and iffued out a cenfure, excommunicating the 
King's chief minifters by name, and comprehending in general all thofe who. fa· 
voured or obeyed the conftitutions of Clarendon.§ : Thefe conftitutions he abro-
gated and annulled; he abfolved every one from the oaths, which they had taken. 
to obferve them ; and he fufpended the fpiritual thunder over Henry himfelf,, 
only that the prince might avoid the blow by a timely repentance+· 

The fituation of Henry was fo unhappy, that he could employ nb expedient 
for faving his minifters from this terrible. cenfure·, but by appealing to the Pope· 
himfelf, and having recourfe to a tribunal, whofe authority he had himfelf at
tempted to abridge in this very artide of. appeals, and which, he knew, was fo · 
deeply engaged on the fide of his adverfary ·:i<, But even this expedient was not 
likely to be long effectual, Becket had· obtained from the Pope a legatine com
million over Englandt ;. and in vir:tue of that authority, which admitted of no • 
appeal t, he fummoned the bifhops of London, Sali.fbury, and other>, to at.: 
te?d him, and ordered, under pain of excommunication, the ecclefiaftics, fe
quell:ered On his account, tO be refl:ored in tWO months to all their b'enefices I[:. 
But John de Oxford, the King's agent at Rome, had the add refs to procure or_ 
ders for fufpending this fentence §; and he gave the pontifrfuch hopes of a fp~edy 
reconcilemenc between the King and Becket, that two legate8, Willi'am de Pavie · 
and Oth?, were fent to Normandy, where the King then refided, and endea; 
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Chap. VIII. voured to find expedients for that purpofe *. But the pretenGons of the parties 
1 I66. Were, as yet, too oppofire to admit of an accommodation : The King required, 

that all the confl:itutions of Clarendon fhould be ratified t : Becket, that, pre
viouily to any agreement, he and his adherents fhould be refl:ored to their poifef
fions t : And as the lrgates had no power to pronounce a definitive fentence on 
either fide, the negotiation foon after came to nothing II· The cardinal de Pavie 
alfo, being much attached to Henry's interefts, took care to protract the nego
tiation; to mitigate the Pope, by the accounts which he fent of that prince's 
conduct; and to procure him every poffihle indulgence from the fee of Rome. 
It was by his creJit, that the King obtained about this time a difpenfation for the 
marriage of his third fon, Geoffrey, with the heirefs of Brittanny ; a conceffion, 
which, confidering Henry's demerits towards the church, gave great fcandal 
both to Becket, and co his patron, the King of France. 

1167. THE intricacies of the feudal law had, in that age, rendered the boundaries of 
power between the prince and his vaifals, and between one prince and another, 
as precarious as thofe between the crown and the mitre ; and all wars tcok their 
origin from difputes, which, had there been any tribunal poffeifed of power to 
enforce their decrees, ought only to have been decided before a court of judica .. 
ture. Hemy, in profecution of fome controverGes, in which he was involved 
with the count of Auvergne, a vaffal of the Dutchy of Guienne, had invaded the 
territories of that count; who had recourfe to the King of France, his fuperior 
lord, for protection, and thereby kindled a war between the two monarchs. But: 
this war was, as ufual, no lefs feeble in its operations, than it was frivolous in 
its caufe and object; and after occafioning fome depredations on each others ter
ritories §, and fame infurrections among the barons of Poictou and Guienne, was 
terminated by a peace ; the terms of which were rather difadvantageous to Henry, 
and prove, that that prince had, by reafon of his contefts with the church, loft 
the fuperiority, which he had hitherto maintained over the crown of France: An 
additional motive to him for accommodating thofe differences. 

THE Pope and the King began to perceive, that, in the prefent fituati-on of 
affairs, neither of them could expect a final and deciGve victory over the other, 
and that they had more to fear than hope from the duration of the controverfy. 
Tho' the vigour of Henry's government had confirmed his authority in all his 
dominions, his throne might be fhaken by a fentence of excommunication ; and 
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if England itfelf could, by its fituation, be more eafily guarded againft the con- Cliap.
6
VITL 

tagion of fupedlitious prejudices, his French provinces at leaft, whofe CO!Timu. ll 
7' 

nication was open with the neighbouring Hates, would be much expofed, on 
that accounr, to fome great revolution or convulfion *. He could not, there· 
fore, reafonably imagine, that the Pope, while he retained fuch a check upon 
him, would formally recognize t-he conftitutions of Clarendon, which both puc 
an end to papal pretenfions in England, and would give an example to other 
fiates of afferting a like independancy -j-. Pope Alexander, on the other hand, 
being frill engaged in dangerous wars with the Emperor Frederic, might juftly 
apprehend, that Henry, rather than relinquifh claims of fi.1ch importance, would 
join the party of his enemy t; and as the trials hitherto ma'de of the fpiritua'l 
weapons by Becket had not fucceeded to his expectation 11, and every thing had 
remained quiet in all the King's docninions, n01hing feemed impoffible to the 
capacity and vigilance of fo great a monarch. The difpofition of minds on both 
fides, refultir.g from thefe circumftances,' produced frequent attempts towards an 
accommodation; but as both parties knew, that' the effential articles of the difpute 
could not then be terminated, they entertained a perpetual jealoufy of each other, 
and were anxious not to lofe the I~afl: advantage in the negotiation§. The nun- 11 15g, 

tios, Gratian and Vivian, having received a commiffion to endeavour a recon· 
cilement, met with the King at Damfront in Normandy+; and after all differen-
ces feemed to be adjufted, the King offered to fign the treaty, with a falvo to his 
royal dignity*; which gave fuch umbrage to Becker, that the negotiation, in 
the end, became fruitlefs, and the excommunications were renewed againft the 
King's minifters. Another negotiation was conducted at Montmirail, in the 
prefence of the King of France and the French prelates ; where Becket, imita· 
ting Henry's example, offered to make his fubmiffions, with a falvo of the ho-
nour of God, and the liberties of the church t; which, for a like reafon, was 
extremely offenfive to the King, and rendered the treaty abortive. A third con- 1 tG': 

ference, under the fame mediation, was broke off, by Becket's infilling on the 
like referve in his fubmifiions; and even in a fourth treaty, when all the terms 
were adjufted, and when the primate expected to be introduced to the King, and 
to receive the kifs of peace, which it was ufual for princes to grant in thofe times, 
and which wa~ regarded as a fure pledge of forgivenefs, Henry refufed him that 
honour :j: ; upon pretence, that, during his anger~ he had made a raih vow ne-:: 

• Epift. St. Thorn. p. z3o. t Ep!ft. St. Thorn. p. z76. t Fitz-Stepil. p. 53· Hift. 
~ad. p. 7 5. ~ Epill. St. Thorn. p. 24 I, z 54· § M. Paris, p. 8 5. ~- M. Paris, 
p. 78. * Rymer, vol. 1. p. 29. Gervas, p. I 407. t Fitz·Steph. p. 52. H 1ft. ~ad. 
p. 95· Diceto, p. s:;z. Gervas, p. IfOS• t Hift. ~ad. p. 102. M. Paris, p. 8z. Ger
vafe, p. 1408. 
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ver to give the prelate fuch a teflimony of friendfhip. This formality ferved, 
among fuch jealobls fpirits, to prevent the conclufion of the treaty ; and tho' the' 
difficulty was attempted to be overcome, by a difpenfation which the Pope grant· 
ed Henry from his ra!h vow*, that prince- could- not be prevailed on to deparr
from the refolution which he had taken. 

IN one of thefe conferences, at which the French King was prefent, Henry 
faid to that monarch, " There have been many kings of England, fome of great· 
" er, fame of lefs authority than myfelf: There have alfo been many archbiihops 
"' of Canterbury, holy and good men, and entitled to every kind of refpetl:: 
" Let Becket but aCt: towards me with the fame fubmiffion:, which the greatefr 
·'-' of his predeceffors have paid to the leaft of mine, and there fhali be no con-· 
" troverfy between us t."· Lewis was fo fl:ruck with this ftate of the cafe; and 
with an offer which Henry made to fubmit his caufe to the French clergy, that 
he could not forbear condemning the primate, and withdrawing his friend!hip. 
from him during fome time~ But their common animofity againll Henry foon 
produced a renewal of their former good correfpondence :j:. 

1,.170• ALL difficulties were .at laft adjufted between the parties; and the King ai.:.-
zzd July. lowed Becket to return, on conditions which may be eil:eemed both honourable 

Compromife and advantageous to that prelate. He was not required· to give up any of the
\-nth-Becket. rights of the church, or refign any of thofe- pretenfions,. which had been the ori-

ginal ground of the controv:erfy~ It was agreed~ that all thefe queil:ions fhould 
be buried in oblivion ;- but that Becket and his adherents fhould~ without making-,. 
farther fubmiffions, be reil:ored to all their livings IJ, and that even the poifef~ 
fors of fuch benefices as depended on the fee of Canterbury, and had been filled' 
during the primate's.abfence, fhould,be expelled, and Becket have liberty to fup· 
ply the vacancies §. In.retum for conceffions, which entrenched fo deeply on 
the honour and dignity ofthe crown, Henry reaped only the advantage of fee-
ing his miniilers abfolvecl' from the fentence of excommunication denounced· 
againft them, and, of preventing the· interdict, which, if thefe hard conditions 
had not been complied with, was ready to be laid on all his dominions+· It 
was eafy to fee how much he dreaded that event~ when a prince of fo high a fpi· 
rit could fubmit to terms fo, dilhonourable, in order to prevent it. 

• Fitz-Steph. p. 68. t Rift. Q,::-ad. p. 95· Gervafe, p. 1405. t Hift. ~ad. p, 99, 
:too. Gervafe, p •. 14o6. Parker, p. zo6. II Gervafe, p. 1413. §-- Fitz-Sceph. p. 68, 6g. 
Hoveden, p. szo. + Hi ft. ~ad. p. 1 ~+· Brompton, p. 1062. Gervafe, p. If08. EpiftJ 
St. Thom • .p. 704, 705, 7o6, .707·-79z, 791• 794· BenediCt. Abbas, p. 70. 
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BuT the King attained not even that temporary tranquillity, which he had Char. 

hoped to reap from this expedient. During the heat of his quarrel with Becket, 11 7°• 

while ·he was every day expecting an interdict to be laid on his kingdom, and 
even a fentence of excommunication to be denounced againO: his perfon, he had 
thought it prudent to have his fon, prince Henry, alfociated with him in the 
royalty, and to make him be crowned King, by the hands of Roger archbilhop 
of York*· By this precau£ion, he both enfureJ the fucceilion of that prince, 
which, confidering the many pail: irregularities in that point, could not but be 
efl:eemed fomewhat precarious; and he preferved at lt>afl: his family on the throne, 
if the fentence of excommunication !hould have the effect which he dreaded, and 
ibould make his fubjects renounce their allegiance to him t. Tho' this delign 
was conducted with the utmofl: expedition and fecrefy, Becket, before ic was car-
ried into execution, had got intelligence of it ; and being defirous to obfl:ruCl: all 
Henry's meafures, as well as anxious to prevent this affront to himfelf, who pre-
tended a fole right, as archbi!hop of Canterbury, to officiate in the coronation, he 
had inhibited all the prela:es in England from af11fting at this ceremony j:, had pro-
cured a mandate to the fame purpofe from the Pope II, and had incited the King of 

. France to proteft againfl: the coronation of young Henry, unlefs the princefs, daugh
ter of that monarch, !hould at the fame time receive the royal unction. There pre
vailed in that age an opinion, which was a-kin to its other fuperfi:itions, that the 
royal untl:ion was eifential to the exercife of royal power§; and it was therefore na
tural both for the King of France, careful of his daught.er the princefs Marga
ret's efl:ablilhment.f., and for Becket, jealous of his own dignity, to demand, in the 
treaty with Henry, fame fatisfaction in this effential point*. Henry, after apolo
gizing to Lewis for the omiilion with regard to Margaret, and excufing it on ac
count of the fecrefy requifite for conducting that meafure, promifed that the cere:. 
many !hould be again renewed in the perf'ons both of the prince and princefs t: And 
he affured Becket, that befides receiving the acknowledgments of Roger and the 
other bilhops for the feeming affront put on the fee of Canterbury, he Jhould, as a 
farther fatisfaEtion, recover his rights by officiating in this coronation j:. But the 
violent fpirit of Becker, elated by the power of the church, and by the viClory 
which he had already obtained over his fovereign, was not content with his vo
luntary compenfation, but refolved to make the injury, which he pretended to 
have fuffered, a handle for taking revenge of all his enemies. On his arrival in 

• Hill:. ~ad. p. 102, 103. Gervafe, p. q.o8. t Fitz.Steph. p. 65. Pere Daniel, vol. i. 
p. 1247. t Epift. St. Thorn. p. 684,686. II Hill:. ~ad. p. 103. Epift. St. Thorn, 
p. 68 z. Gervafe, p. 141 z. § Epiil:. St. Thorn. p. 70'8. + .Brompton, p. 1 o6r. 

* Gervafe, p. 14c8. t Hoveden, p. 518. t Epifr. St. Thorn. p. 8G:l3, Sro. 
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Chap. Vlii. England, he met the archbifuop of York and the biibops of London and Saiif-
1170· bury, who were on their journey to the King in Normandy ; and he notified to' 

.Be(:ket's re- the archbifhop the fentence of fufpenfion, and to the two biihops that of excom
t~rthn from ba· munication, which, at his :(!)licitation, the Pope had pronounced againft them*· 
m ment. . 

Reginald de Warrenne, and Gervafe de Cornhill, ,two itinerant JUfticiaries, \'"ho, 
were making their circuit in Kent, afked him, on hearing of this bold attempt, 
whether he meant to bring fire and f word into the kingdom t? But the prima e, 
heedlefs of the reproof, proceeded, in the moft ofrentatious manner, to take pof
feffion of his diocefe. In Rochefl:er, and aU the towns thro' which he paffed, he 
was received with the !bouts and acclamations of the people t·- As he approach
ed Southwark, the clergy, the laity, men of all ranks and ages, came forth to: 
meet him, and celebrated with hymns of joy his triumphant entrance II· And 
tho' he was obliged, by orders of the young prince, who refided at W eodftokeT
to return to his diocefe, he found that he was not miftaken, when he laid his ac
count with the highefl: veneration of the public towards his perfon and his dig~ 

nity.. He proceeded, therefore, with the more courage to launch his fpirituaJ 
thunders; and he iffued the fentence of excommunication againft Robert de Broc §.~, 
and N.igd de Sackville, with many of the mofl. confiderable prelates and mini, 
frers,. who had a-ffift:ed an the coronation of the young prince,.. and had been ac-
tive in the late perfecution of the exiled clergy. This violent meafure, by which· 
he, in effeCt, denounced war againfl: the King himfelf, is commonly afcribed to 
the vindiCtive difpofition and imperious character of Becket; but as this prelate 
was alfo a man of acknowledged abilities, we are not, in his paffions alone, tO· 
look for the caufe of his conduft" when he proceeded to thefe extremities againfr 
his enemies. His- fagacity. had led him to difcover all H.enry~s intentions; and he 
purpofed, by this bold and unexpected affault, to prevent the execution of them. 

THE King, from his experience of the difpofitions of his people, was become
fenfible, that his enterprize had been too bold, in eftablifhing the <:onfl:itutions 
of Clarendon, in defining all the branches of royal power, and in endeavouring_ 
to extort from the chun:h of England, as well as from the Pope, an exprefs
avowal of thefe difputed prerogatives.. Confcious alfo of his own violence, in at
tempting to break or fubdue the inflexible primate, he was not difpleafed to tmdo 
that meafure, which had given his enemies fuch advantage againfl: him;. and he 
was contented, that the controverfy !hould terminate in that ambiguous manner,_ 

" M. Paris, p. 86. Chron. \V. Heming. p. 49-. Diceto, p. 553· Brompton, p. Jo6z. Ger
vare, p. 1413. M. WdLp. z5o. Epift. St. Thorn. p. 816, 849• t Fitz-Stcph. p. 73•- Rift. 
~ad. p. I 12. Beaulieu Vie de St. Thorn. p. 395· t Hill:. Q:ad. p. 113. Beaulieu \'ie de 
St. ':fhom. p. 397· Epifl:. St. Thorn. p. qz. II Fitz-Steph. P· 75· Hift. ~ad. p. 117. 

§ Hoveden, p. szo, Diceto, p. 55 5. 
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which was the utmoft that princes, in thofe ages, could hope to attain· in their Chap. VIU~ 
difputes with the fee of Rome. Tho' he dropt, for the prefent, the profecution 11 7°• 

ef Becket, he ftill referved to himfelf the right of maintaining, that the conftitu-
tions of Clarendon, the original ground of the quarrel, were both the antient 
cuftoms and the prefent law of the realm : And tho' he knew,- that the papal 
clergy afferted· them to· be impious in themfelves, as well as abrogated by the fen-
tem:e of the fovereign pontiff, he propofed, in fpite of their clamours, fteadily to 
put thefe laws in execution*, and to truft to his- own ability, and to the courfe 
of events, for fuccefs in that perilous enterprize. He hoped, that Becket's ex
perience of a fix years exile would, after his pride was fully gratified by his reflo-
ration, be fuffi.cient to teach him more referve in his oppofition ;. or if any contro-
verfy arofe, he expeCted thenceforth to engage in a more favourable caufe, and to. 
maintain with advantage, while. the primate was now in his power t, the an-
tient and undoubted cuftoms of the kingdom againft the ufurpations of the cler-
gy. But Becket, determined not to betray the ecclefiaftical privileges by his con-
nivance :j:, and apprehenfive left- a prince of fuch profound policy, if allowed to 
proceed in his own way, would probably in the end prevail, refolved to take all 
the aavantage which his prefent viCtory ga,ve him, and to difconcert the cau-
tious meafures of the King, by the vehemence and rigour of his own conduCt II· 
Aifured of fupport from Rome, he was little apprehenfive of dangers, which his, 
courage taught him to defpife; and which, even if attended with the mofl: fatal. 
confequences, would ferve only to gratify his ambition and thitft of glory §. 

WHEN the fufpended and excommunicated prelates arrived at Baieux, where 
the King then refided, and complained to him of the violent proceedings of Bec
ket .f-, he infl:antly perceived the confequences; was fenfible, that his whole plan. 
of operation was overthrown; forefaw, that the dangerous conteft between the 
civil and fpiritual powers, a contefl: which he himfelf had .firft rouzed, but which. 
he had endeavoured by all his late negotiations and conceffions, to appeafe, mufc 
come to an immediate and decifive iffue; and he was thence thrown into the mofi: 
violent commotion*. The archbifhop of York remarked to him, that, fo long: 
as. Becket lived, he could never expeCt to enjoy peace or tranquillity t; and the 
King himfelf; being vehemently agitated, burfl: forth into an exclamation againft 
his fervants, whofe want of zeal, he faid, had fo long left him expofed to the 
enterprizes of that ungrateful and imperious prelatet. Four gentlemen of his. 

* Epift. St. Thorn. p. 837, 839· t Fitz-Steph. p. 65. t Epifl:. St. Thorn. p. 345· 
II Fitz-Steph. P· 74· § Epift. St. Thorn. P· 8r8; 848• + Hift. ~ad. P· Irs,. 

Brompton, p. ro6z. Gervafe, p. 1414. • Hift. ~ad. p. r rg. Neubr. p. 401. Trivet, p. sz. 
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ch~p. v hfl. houleh()ld, Regina1d Ficz U rft', \Vifliarn de Trad, Hugh de Moreville, ancl 
1 1

; o. Richard Brito~ taking the I~ pailion~te ·expreffions to .hJe a hint for Becket's death, 
immediately communicated their thoughts to each other; and (wearing to avenge 
their prince's quarrel, fecretly withdrew from court*· .Some menacing expref
flons, which they had dropt, gave a fufpicion of their defign; and the King 
dirp~tched a meficnger afcer them, charging them to attempt nothing againfl: the 
perfon of the primate t: But thefe orders arrived too late to prevent their fatal 
purpof~. The four a1Ta.ilins, tho' they took different roads to England, arrived 
nearly about the fame time at Saltwoode near Canterbury :t; and being there 

_joined by fome affifl:ants, they proceeded in great haft.e to the ar.chi-epifcopal pa
bce II· They found the primate, who trufred entirely t-o the facrednefs of his 
_character, ".rery Denderly attended ; and tho' they threw out many menaces and 
reproaches againtl: .him §, he was fo incapable of fear, that, without .ufing any 
precautions againfl: their violence, he. immediately went to Sr. Benedict's chtlrch, 

2 9th Decem. to hear vefpers. They followed him thither, attacked him before the altar, and 
Murder of having cloven his head with many blows, retired without meeting any oppofi
Thomas a tion +· This was the tragical end of Thomas a Becket, a prelate of the moft 
Becket. 

lofty, intrepid, and inflexible fpirit, who was able to cover, to the world and 
probably to himfelf, the enterprizes of pride and ambition, under the difguife of 
fanCtity ,and of zeal for the interefl:s of piety and religion : An extraordinary per-

. fanage, furely, had he been allowed to remain in his firft fration, and had direct
ed the vehemence -of his charaCter to the fupport of Jaw and jufi:ice; inftead of 
.being e.t1gaged, by the prejudices of the times, to facrifice all private duties· and 
public connexions to ties, which he imagined, or reprefented, as fuperior to every 
civil and political confideration. But-no man, who enters into the genius of that 
age, can reafonably doubt of this prelate's fincerity. The fpirit of fuperfl:ition 
was fo prevalent, that it infallibly caught every carelefs reafoner, much more 
every one whofe interefr, and honour, and ambition, were engaged to fupport it. 
All the wretched literature .of the times was inlifl:ed on that fide : Some faint 
glimmerings of common fenfe might fometimes pierce thro' the thick cloud of 
ignorance, or what was worfe, the illufions of perverted fcience, which had blot
ted out the fun, and envelloped the face of nature : But thofe who preferved 
themfelves untainted from the general contagion, proceeded on no principles 
which they could pretend to jufl:ify: They were beholden more to their total 
want of infl:ruCl:ion, than to their knowledge, if they frill retained fome :lhare of 

,c, M. Paris, p. 86A Bromptoa, p. 1c63. Benedict. Abbas, p. 10. 
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nnc1erfranding : Fo1ly was poffeff'ed of all the fchools as well as all the churches ; Chap. VIII~ 
and her votaries aifumed the garb of philofophers together with the enfigns of 11 7°· 

fpiritual dignities. Throughout that large colleCtion of letters, which bears the 
name of St. Thomas, we find~ in all the retainers· of that afpiring prelate-, no lefs 
than in himfelf, a moff entire and abfolute conviCtion of the reafon and piety of 
their own party, and a difdain of their antagoniih; nor is there lefs cant and 
grimace in their fiilc-, when they addrefs each other, than when they compofe 
manifefl:os for the perufal of the public. The fpirit of revenge, violence, and 
ambition, which accompanied their conduCt,. infl:ead of forming a prefumption 
of hypocrify, are the fureft pledges of their fincere attachment to a caufe, which 
fo much flattered thefe domineering paffions. 

HENRy, on the fir(l: report of Becket's violent meafures, had propofed to Grief

have him arrefted, and had already taken fome fieps towards the execution of 
that deflgn : But the intelligence of his murder threw that prince into the utmoft 
confternation,. and he was immediately fenfible of the dangerous- confequences,-
which he had.reafon to apprehend from fo unexpeCted an event. An archbi!hop 
of reputed fanetity:.. affaffinated before the altar, in the exercife of his funCtion,. 
and on account of his zeal in maintaining ecclefiafiical privileges, mu£l: attain 
the higheil: honours of martyrdom; while his murderei would.be.ranked among 
the mo£l: bloody tyrants, that ever were expofed to the hatred and deteil:ation of 
mankind. InterdiCts and excommunications, weapons- in themfelves- fo terrible, 
would, he forefaw, be armed with dol:lble force; when employed in a· caufe fo 
much calculated to work on the human paffions, and fo peculiar-ly.adopted to the 
eloquence of popular preachers and declaimers. In. vain would he plead his own 
innocence, and even his total ignorance of [he fact: He was fufficiently guilty, if 
the church thought proper to efteem him fo : And his concurrence in Becket's 
martyrdom, becoming a religious opinion, would be received with all the im..-
plicit credit, which belong~d to the moil: eil:ablit:hed articles of faith. Thefe con .. 
fiderations gave the King the moil: unaffeCted concern ; and as it. was extremely: 
his intereil: to clear himfelf ofall fufpicion, he took no care to conceal the depth 
of his affliCtion*. He fhut himfelf up from the light of day and from all com~ 
merce with his fervants: He even refufed during three days all food and fufte-
nance t: The courtiers,. apprehending dangerous· effeCts from his. defpair, were 
at laO: obliged. to break in upon his folitude.; and they employed every. topic of 
{!Onfolation, induced him to accept of nouri!hment, and occupied his leifure in 

* ¥pod. Neuftr. p. 447·- M. Paris, p. 87. Diceto, p. 556. Gerv-afe, p. 1419. 
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·Chap. VIIL taking precautio.ns agaioft the confequences, which he fo juftly apprehended from 
1 1 7°· the murder of the primate. 

1171. 

and fubmif. 
,fion of the 
Xing. 

THE point of chief importance to Henry was to convince the Pope of his 
innocence ; or rather to perfuade him, that he would reap greater advantages 
from the fubmiffions of Englar.d than from proceeding to extremities againft that 
kingdom. The archbifhop of Roi.ien, the bifhops of Worcefler and Evreux, 
with five others of lefs quality, were immediately difpatched to Rome*, and 
orders were given them to perform their journey with the utmoft expedition. 
Tho' the name and authority of the court of Rome were fo terrible in the remote 
countries of Europe, which were funk in profound ignorance, and were entirely un
acquainted with its charaB:er and conduct;· the Pope was fo little revered at home, 
that his inveterate enemies furrounded the .gates of Rome itfelf, and even con
trouled his government in that city; and the ambaffadors, who, from a diftant 
,extremity of Europe, carried to him the humble, or rather abject fubmiffions 
of the greateft potentate of the age, found the utmoft difficulty to make their 
way to him, and to throw· themfelves at his feet. It was at !aft agreed, that 
Richard. Barre, one of their number, fhould leave the refl: behind, and run 
all the hazards of the palfJge t, in order to prevent the fatal confequences 
which might enfue from any delay, in giving fatisfaction to his Holinefs. He 
found on his arrival, that Alexander was already wrought up to the greateft 
rage againft the King, that Becket's partiz:1ns were daily fiimulating him to 
revenge, that the King of France had exhorted hitn to fulminate the mofl: 
dreadful fentence againft England :j:, and that the very mention of Henry's 
11ame before the facred college was received with every expreffion of horror 
and execration II· The Thurfday before Eafter was now approaching, wh~n it 
.is cufromary for the Pope to denounce annual curfes againft all his enemies ; 
and it was expeCted, that Henry fhould, with all the preparations peculiar to 
the difcharge of thJt facred artillery, be folemnJy comprehended in the num
ber §. But Barre found means to appeafe the pontiff, and to deter him from 
.a meafure, which, if it failed of fucce!:~, could not afterwards be eafily recalled : 
The anathem~s were only levelled in general againft all the aCl:ors, accomplices, 
and abettors of Becket's murder -f-; and the abbot ofValaffe, and the archdeacon~ 
of Salifbury and Lifieux, with others of Henry's minifters, who foon after ar
rived, befides maintaining their prirce's innocence, made oath before the whole 

* Hoveden, p. 516. M. Paris, p. 87. t Hoveden, p. p6. Epifl:. St. Thorn. p. S63. 
t Hoveden, p. 523. Spel. Concel. val. li. p. 89. Brompton, p. 1065. Epifi. St. Thorn. 
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confiftory, that he would ftand to the Pope's judgment in the affair, and make Chap. VIIIe 

every fubmiffion, that fhould be required of him*. The terrible blow was thus 1171• 

artfully <;luded ; the cardinals Albert and Theodin wer.e appointed legates to ex-
amine the caufe, and were ordered to proceed to Normandy for that purpofe t; 
and tho' Henry's foreign dominions were already laid under an interdiCt by the 
archbifhop 'of Sens., Becket's great partizan :j:, and the Pope's legate in France, 
the expeCl.ation, that the monarch would eafily exculpate himfelf from any con
currence in the guilt, keP.t every one in fufpence, and prevented all the bad con
fequences, which might be dreaded from that fentence. 

THE clergy, mean while, tho' their rage was happily diverted from falling 
on the King, were not id.le in magnifying the fanCl:ity of Becket ; in extolling 
the merits of his martyrdom ; and in magnifying him above all that devoted 
tribe, who, in feveral ages, had, by their blood, cemented the fabric of the 
temple. Other faints had only borne teftimony in their fufferings to tl1e general 
doCtrines of Chrifl.ianity ; but Becket had facrificed his life to the power and pri"' 
vileges of the clergy ; and this peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a 
fuitable acknowledgement to his memory. Endlefs were the panegyrics on his 
virtues ; and the miracles, operated by his reliB:s, were more numerous, more 
nonfenfical, and more impudently attefted, than thole which ever filled the le
gend of any confeifor or martyr. Two years after his death he was canonized by 
Pope Alexander 11 ; a folemn jubilee was eftablifhed for celebrating his merits; 
his body was removed to a magnificent fhrine, enriched with prefents from all 
parts of Chriftendom ; pilgrimages were performed to obtain his interceffion with 
heaven; and it was computed,' that, in one year, above an hundred thoufand 
pilgrims arrived in canterbury, and paid their devotions at his tomb. It is in
deed a mortifying refleCtion to thofe who are aCtuated by the love of fame, fo juftly 
denominated the laft infirmity of noble minds, that the wifeft legiilator and moft 
exalted genius, that ever reformed or enlightened the world, can nevtr expeB: 
fuch tributes of praife, as are lavifbed on the memory of a pretended faint, whofe 
whole conduCt was probably, to the laft -degree, odious or contemptible, and whofe 
induftry was chiefly directed to the purfuits of objeCts pernicious to mankind. It is 
only a conqueror, a perfonage no lefs intitled to our hatred, who can pretenrl to 
the attainment of equal renown and glory. 

IT may not be amifs to remark, before we conclude this fubjeCl: of Thomas 
a Becket, that the King, during his cantroverfy with that prelate, was on every 

* Diceto, p. 55'7· Gervafe, p. 1419. Epift. St. Thorn. p. 865, 867. 
t Hoveden, p. sz6. Neubr. p. 4oz. Gervafe, p. 1419· Hift. 0Ead. p. 147. 
j: Hoveden, p. 523• Spelm. ConcH. vol. z. p. go. JJ Epift. St. Thorn. p. 8Sc. Diceto. 
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Chap. VIII. occafion more anxious than ufual to exprefs his zeal for religion, and· to avoid 
1 r71. all appearance of a profane negligence on that head. He gave his confent to the 

impofing a tax on all his dominions for the delivery of the holy land, now 
threatened by the famous Saladine ; and this tax amounted to two-pence a pound 
for one year, and a penny a p01.md for the four- fubfequent *. A.Imoft all the 
princes of Europe laid a like impofition on their fubjetl:s, which received the 
name of Saladine's tax. During this period, there came over from Germany 
about thirty heretics of both fexes, under the direction of one Gerard ; fimple 
ignorant people, who could give no account of their faith, but declared them-. 
felves ready to fuffer for the tenets of their mafter. They made only one con
vert in England, a woman as ignorant as themfelves; yet they gave fuch um
brage to the clergy, that they were delivered over to the fecular arm, and were 
punilhed by being burned on the forehead, and then whipped thro' the ftreets. 
-They feemed to exult in their fufferings, and as they went along, fling the bea
titude, Ble.ffed are ye, when men hate you an-d perfecute you t. After they were whip
ped, they were thruft out almoft naked in the midft of winter, and perifhed thro' 
cold and hunger; no one daring, or being willing, to give them the Ieaft relief. 
We are ignorant of the particular principles of thefe people: For· it would be 
imprudent to rely on the re~refentations left of them by the clergy, who affirm, 
that they denied the efficacy of the facraments, and the unity of the church. It 
is probable, that their departure from the fl:andard of orthodoxy was ftill more 
fubtile and minute. They feem to have been the firft that ever- fuffered for herefy 
in England. , 

As foon as Henry found, that he was in no immediate danger from the thun. 
, ders of the vatican, he undertook an expedition againft Ireland; a defign, which

he had long projected, and by which he hoped to recover his credit, fomewhat..: 
impaired in his late tranfaCl:ions with the hierarchy. 

• Chron. Gervafe, p. 1399. M.-Paris, p. 74• 
t Neubr. p. 391. M. Pa.ris, p. 74- Heming. P• 494• 
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C I-I A P. IX. 

H E N R y II. 

State of Ire!and-Conquefl of that ijland-The Kt'ng's accommodation 
with the court of Rome-Revolt of young Henry and his brothers 
-Wars and infurreelions-War with Scotland-Pennance of 
Henry for Becket's murder-William, Kittg if Scotland, difeated 
and taken prifoner-'I'he King's accommodation with his fons
'Ihe King's equitable adminiflration-Crzifades-Revolt of prince 
Richard-Death· and charaeler of Henry-Miftellaneous tranfac
tions of his reign. 

A S Britain was firft peopled from Gaul, fo was Ireland probably from Britain ; :chap. IX. 
and the inhabitants of all thefe countries feem to have been fo many tribes 11 72

• 

f h C I h d · h · · · fi · · h ]' r b d h State of Ire• o t e e tre, w o enve t e1r ongm rom an antiqUity, t at 1es 1ar eyon t eland . 
.records of any hiftory or tradition. The Irilh, from the beginning of time, had 
been buried in the moft profound barbarifm and ignorance ; and as they were 
never conquered or even invaded by the Romans, from whom all the weftern 
world derived its civility, they continued flill in the moft rude ftate :of fociety, 
and were diftinguifhed only by thofe vices, to which human nature, not tamed 
by education nor reftrained by laws, is for ever fu~jecr. The fmall principalities, 
into which tht:y were divided, exerc.ifed perpetual rapine and violence againft 
each other; the uncertain fucceffion of their princes was a continued fource of 
domeftic convulfions ; the ufual title of each petty fovereign was the murder of 
his predecdfor ; courage and force, tho' exercifed in the commiffion of crimes, 
were more honoured than any pacific virtues ; and the moft fimple arts of life, 
even tiliage and agriculture, were almoft wholly unknown among them. They 
had felt the invafions of the Danes and the other northern people ; but thefe in-
roads, which had fpread barbarifm in the other parts of Europe, tended rather to 
improve the Irifh; and the only towns, which w~re to be found in the Wand, 
had been planted along the co aft by the free- boaters of Norway and Denmark. 
The other inhabitants exercifed pafl:urage in the open country ; fought protec-
tion from any danger in their forefts and moraffes ; and being divided by the 
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fierceil: animofi.des againil: each other, were ftill more intent on the means of 
mutual injury, than on the expedients for common or even for private intereil:. 

BESIDES many fmall tribes, there were in the age of Henry II. five principal 
fovereignties in the iOand, Munfter, Leinfter, Meath, Uliter, and Connaught; 
and as it had been ufual for one or the other -of thefe to take the lead in their 
wars, there was commonly fame prince, who feemed, for the time, to act as 
monarch of Ireland. Roderic 0 Connor, King of Connaught, was then ad. 
vanced to this dignity* ; but his government; ill obeyed even within his own 
territory, was not capable of uniting the people in -any rneafures, either _for 
the eil:ablifhment of order, or for defence againft foreigners. The ambition 
of Henry had, very early in his reign, been moved, by the profpetl: of thefe 
advantages, to attempt the fubje&ion of Ireland ; and a pretence was only wanting 
to invade a people, who, being always confined to their own ifland, had never 
given any reafon of complaint to any of their neighbours. For this purpofe, 
he had recourfe to Rome, which affumed a right to difpofe- of kingdoms and 
lfmpires ; and not forefeeing the dangerous difputes, which be was one day to 
maintain with that fee, he helped, for prefent, or rather for an imagjnary conve· 
nience:r to give fanCl:ion to claims which were now become dangerous to all fove
reigns. Adrian III. who was then pontiff, was by birth an Engli!hman ; and 
being, on that account,, difpofed to oblige Henry, he was eafily perfuaded to a8; 

as mafter of the world, and to make, without any hazard or expence, the acqui_ 
fi.tion of a great inand to his fpiritual jurifdiction. Th-e lrifh had, by precedent 
millions from the Britains, been imperfectly converted to Chriftianity ; and what 
the Pope regarded as the fureft mark of their imperfeCt converfion, they followed 
the doctrines of their firft teachers, and had never acknowledged any fubjetl:ion 
to the fee of Rome. Adrian, therefore, in the year I I 56, iff-ued- a bull in favour 
of Henry ; in which, after premifing, that that prince had ever fhewn an anxious 
care to enlarge the church of God on earth, and to encreafe the number of his 
faints and elect in heaven; he reprefents his deGgn of fubduing Ireland as derived 
from the f-1me pious motives: He confiders his care of applying previodly for the 
apoftolic f.1.nCl:ion as a fure earnelf of fuccefs and victory; and having eftablilbed 
it as a point inconteftible, that all Chriftian kingdoms belong to the patrimony 
of St. Peter, he acknowledges it to be his own duty to fow among them the feeds 
of the gofpel, which might in the laft day fruCtify to their eternal f,dvation: He 
exhorts rhe King to invade Ireland, in order to extirpate the vice and wickednefs
of the nati\7 es, and oblige them to pay yearly, from every houfe, a penny to the 
iee of Rome: He gives him entire right and authority over the ifland, com--

* Bovedc-1, p. sz?, 
l mands 
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mands all the inhabitants to obey him as their fovereign, and invefts with full Chap. rx .. 
power all fuch godly inftruments as he fhould think proper to employ in an enter- u7z .. 
prize, thus calculated for the glory of God and the falvation of the fouls of men*. 
Henry, tho' armed with this authority, did not immediately put his defign in exe-
cution; but being detained by more interefi:ing bufinefs on the continent, waited 
for a favourable opportunity of invading Ireland. 

DERMOT Macmorrogh, King of Leinfter, had, by his licentious tyranny, ren
dered himfelf extremely odious to his fubjects, who feized with alacrity, the firfr 
occalion that offered, of throwing off the yoke, which was become grievous and 
oppreffive to them. This prince had formed a defign on Omach, wife of Ororic, 
King of Meath ; and taking advantage of her hu1band's abfence, who, being 
obliged to vilit a diftant part of his dominions, had left his ~een fecure, as he 
thought, in an ifiand, furrounded by a bog, he fuddenly invaded the place, and 
carried off the prince[s t. This exploit, tho' ufual among the Iri!h, and rather 
efteemed a proof of gallantry and fpirit :j:, provoked the refentment of the huf:.. 
band; who, having collected forces, and being ftrengthened by the alliance of 
Roderic, King of Connaught, invaded the dominions of Dermot, and expelled 
him from his kingdom. The exiled prince had recourfe to Henry, who was at 
that time in Guienne, craved his affiftance to reftore him to his fovereignty, and 
offered, in that cafe, to hold his kingdom in vaffalage of the crown of England._ 
Henry, whofe views were already turned towards making acquifitions in Ireland, 
readily accepted the offer ; but being at that time embaraffed by the rebellions of 
his French fubjeB:s, as well as by his difputes with the fee of Rome, he declined 
for the prefent embarking in the enterprize, and gave Dermot no farther af
fifl:ance than letters patent, by which he empowered all his fubjetl:s to ard the 
Irifh prince in the recovery of his dominions IJ. Dermot, fupported by this au
thority, came to Briftol ; and after endeavouring, tho' for fame time in vain, tQr. 

engage adventurers in the enterprize, he at laft formed a treaty with Richard, fir
named Strongbow, earl of Strigul. This nobleman, who was of the illuftrious 
houfe of Clare, had impaired his eftate by expenfive pleafures; and being 
ready for any defperate undertaking, he promifed affiftance to Dermot, on 
condition of his efpoufir1g Eva, the daughter of that prince, and being declared 
heir of all his dominions §. While Richard was affembling his fuccours, Der
mot went into Wales; and meeting with Robert Fitz-Stephens, conftable of 
Abertivie,. and Maurice Fitz-Gerald, he alfo engaged them in his fervice, and 

* M. Paris, p. 67. Girald Cambr. Spelm-Co1cil. vol. z. p. 51. Rymer, vot I. p. 15. 
t Girald Cambr. p. 76o. t Spencer., vol. 6. !I Gi,ald Cambr. p. 76o. 
~ Girald Cambr. p. z6r. . 

obtained 



j02 H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. IX. obtained their promife of inv-ading Ireland. Being now affured of affiftance, he 
·•

17Z· -returned privately to his own ftate; and lurking in the monaftery of Femes, which 
he had founded, (for this ruffian was alfo a founder of monafteries) he prepared 

. every thing for the reception of his Engiifh allies*. 

THE troops of Fitz-Stephens were firft ready. That gentleman landed in Ire-ConqueR: of · 
that iiland. land with an hundred and thirty knights, fixty efquires, and three hundred arch-

ers; but this fmall body, being brave men, not unacquainted with difcipline, and 
cornpleatly armed, a thing almoft unknown in Ireland, they ihuck a great terror 
into the barbarous inhabitants, and feemed tc;> menace them with fome great 
_revolution. The conjunction of Maurice de Prendergaft, who, about the fame 
. time, brought over ten knights and fixty archers, enabled Fitz-Stephens to at-
tempt the fiege of Wexford, a town inhabited by the Danes ; and after gaining 
,a battle, he made himfelf mafter of the placet. Soon after, Fitz-Gerald arrived 
with ten knights, thirty efquires, and a hundred archers :f:; apd being joined by 
the former adventurers, compofed a force which nothing in Ireland was able to 
withftand. Roderic, the chief monarch of the ifland, was defeated in battle ; 
the prince of Offory was obliged to fubmit, and give hoftages for his peaceable 
behaviour; and Dermot, not content with being reftored to his kingdom of 
Leinfter, projected the dethronement of Roderic, and afpired to the fole dominion 
of the ifland. 

IN profecution of thefe views, he fent over a meffenger to the earl of Strigul, 
challenging the performance of his promife, and difplaying the mighty advantages 
which might now be reaped by a fmall reinforcement of warlike troops from 
England. Richard, not fatisfied with the general allowance given by Henry to 
all his fubjeCl:s, went to that prince, then in Normandy; and having obtained a 
cold or ambiguous permifiion, prepared himfelf for the execution of his defigns. 
He firft fent over Raymond, one of his retinue, with ten knights and feventy 
archers, who landing near Waterford, defeated a body of three thoufand Irifh, 
that had ventured to attack him II ; and as Richard himfelf, who brought over 
two hundred horfe, and an hundred archers, joined, in a few days after, the vic
torious Lnglifh) they made themfelves mafters of Waterford, and proceeded to 
Dublin, which ~as taken by a£faulr. Roderic, in revenge, cut off the head of 
Dermot's fon, who had been lefL as a hoftage in his hands ; and Richard, mar
rying Eva, became foon after, by the death of Dermot, mafter of the kingdom 
of Leinfler, and prepared to extend his dominion over all Ireland. Roderic, 
and the other Irilh princes, were alarmed with the danger; and combining toge-

* Girald Camb. p. 7_61_. 
II Girald Camb. p. 767. 
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th'er, befieged Dublin with an army of thirty thoufand men : But earl Richard, Chap. IX. 

making a fudden fally at the head of ninety knights, with their followers, put 11 72• 
this numerous army to rout, chaced them from the field of battle, and purfued 
them with great £laughter. Nothing in Ireland now dared to oppofe themfelves to , 

the Engli!h *. 
HENRY, jealDus ·of the progrefs of his own fubjeB:s, fent orders to recall all ; 

the Englifh; and he· made preparations to attack Ireland in perfon t : But Ri
chard, and the other adventurers, found means to appeafe him, by making him 
the moft humble fubmiffions, and offering to hold all their acquifidons in vaifalage 
to his crown :j:. That monarch landed in Ireland at the head of five hundred 
knights, befides other' foldiers ; . and found the Iri!h fo difpirited by their late • 
misfortunes, that, in a progrefs which he made thro' the ifiand,. he had no other 
occupation than to receive the homages of his new fubjeB:s II· He left moft of 
the Iri!h chieftains or princes in. poifeffion of their· antient territories ; beftowed · 
fome lands on the Engli!h. adventurers ; gave earl Richard the commiffion of 
fenefchal of. Ireland;. and after a fray of a few months., returned in triumph into , 
England.. By. thefe trivial exploits, fcarce worth relating, except for the impor .... 
tance of the confequences, was Ireland fubdued, and annexed for ever to the Engf. 
li1h crown. 

THE low ftate.-of·commerce and induftry, during thofe ages, made it imprac,. 
ticable for· princes to fupport regular armies, which might retain the conquered · 
countries in fubjecUon ; and the extreme barbarifm and poverty of Ireland could . 
ftilllefs afford means of bearing this expence. The only expedient by,which a 
durable conqueft cou-ld then· be made or maintained, was by pouring in a multi- . 
tude of new inhabitants, dividing· among them the lands ofthe.vanquilhed, efta. _ 
blilhing them in all offices· of t:ruft and authority, and thereby transforming the 
antient inhabitants into a new people. By this policy, the northern invaders of 
old, and· of late the duke of NGrmandy, had been able to fix their dominion, 
and to ereCt kingdoms, which remained ftable on their foundations, and were 
tranfmitted to the pofterity of the -firft cc;mquerors.. But the prefent ftate of Ire
land rendered that ifland fo.little inviting to the Englilh; that only a few of def
perate fortunes· could be perfuaded; from time to time, to tranfport themfelves 
into it §- ; and inftead of reclaiming the .natives from their uncultivated manners, 
they were gradually affimilated to the .antient inhabitants, and degenerated from 
the cuftoms of their own nation. It was alfo. found requifire to bellow great mil'"_ 

* Girald Camb. p. 773· t Girald Camb. p. 770 .. 
II Bened. Abb. p. 27, za. Hoved.en, p. 527• Diccto, p. 559~ 
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litary and arbitrary powers on the leaders, wno commanded a handful of men 
amidfl: fuch hoftile multitudes ; and law and equity, in a little time, became as 
much unknown in the Englifh fettlements as they had ever been among the Iriih 
tribes. Palatinates were ereCted in favour of the new adventurers ; independant 
authority conferred ; the natives,. never fully fubdued, fl:ill retained their animo
:fities againft the conquerors : Their hatred was retaliated by like injuries ; and 
from thefe caL~fes, the lriih, during the courfe of four centuries, remained frill 
favage and untraetable ; and it was not till the latter end of Elizabeth's reign, 
that the inand was fully fubdued; nor till that of her fucceffor, that it gave hopes 
of becoming a ufeful conqueft to the Englifh nation. 

BESIDES that the eafy and peaceable fubmiffion of the Irifh left Henry no far
ther occupation in that if1and, he was recal!ed from it by another incident, which 
was of the laft importance to his interefts and fafety. The two legates, Albert 
and Theodin, to whom was committed the trial of his conduCt in- the death of 
archbiihop Becker, were arrived in Normandy ; and being impatient of delay, 
fent him frequent letters, full of menaces, if he protraCted any longer the ma
king his appearance before them *. He haftened therefore to Normandy, and 
had a conference with them at Savigny, where their firft demands were fo ex.or
bitant, that he broke off the negotiation, threatened to return to Ireland, and 
bade them do their worft againft him. They perceived, that the feafon was now 
paft for taking advantage of that tragical incident; which, had it been hotly 
purfued by interdiCts and excommunications, was capable of throwing the whole 
kingdom into cumbufHon. But the time; which Henry had happily gained, had 
contributed to appeafe the minds of men : The event could not now have the 
fame influence, as when it was recent ; and as the clergy had every day looked 
for an accommodation with the King, they had not oppofed the pretenfions of 
his partizans, wh0 had been very induftrious in reprefenting to the people his 
entire innocence in the murder of the primate, and his ignorance of the defigns 
formed by the affallins. The legates, therefore, found themfelves obliged to 
lm~.rer their terms,; and Henry was fo fortunate as to conclude an accommodation 
with them. He declared upon oath, before the reliques of the faints, that fo 
far from commanding or defiring the death of the archbifhop, he was extremely 
grieved when he received intelligence of it: But as the pa!Iion which he had ex
preffed on account of that prelate's conduct, had probably given occa!ion to his 
murder, he ftipu!ated the followiDg conditior1:>, as an atonement for the· offence. 
He pc0mife~, that he fhould pardon all fuch as had been banifued for their adhe
rence to Btcli.et, and fiwuld reftore them to their livings ; that the fee of Canter-

* Girald Camb. p. 778. 
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bury fhou1d be reinftated in all its antient poffeffions ; that he fhould p3y the tern- Chap. IX~ 

~Iars a fum of money fufficient for the fubfiftance of two hundred knights during 11 r · 
a year in the holy land ; that he lhould himfelf take the crofs at the Chriftmas The King's 

following, and, if the Pope inl1fted on it, ferve three years againft the infiuels, a_ccom.mhodtha-
twn \\ 1t e 

eqther in Spain or in Paleftine ; that he !hould not infift on the obfervance of fuch court of 

cuftoms, derogatory to ecclefiaftical privileges, as had been introduced in his own Rome. 

time; and that he lhould not ftop appeals to the Pope in ecclefiaftical caures, but 
.fhould content himfelf with exacting fufficient fecurity of the clergy, who left hiS" 
dominions to profecute an appeal, that they !hould attempt nothing againfl: the 
rights of his crown*. Upon figning thefe conceffions, Henry received abfolu-
tion from the legates ; was confirmed in the grant made by Pope Adrian of Ire-
land t ; and nothing proves more fl:rongly the great abilities of this monarch, than 
his extricating himfelf, on fuch eafy terms, from fo difficult a fituation. He had 
always infifted, that the laws, efl:abli!hed at Clarendon, contained not any new 
claims, but the antient cufl:oms of the kingdom ; and he was frill at liberty, not
withfranding the articles of this agreement, to maintain his pretenfions. Appeals 
to the Pope were indeed permitted by this treaty ; but as the King was alfo per-
mitted to exact reafonable fecurities from the parties, and might frretch his de-
mands on this head as far as he pleafed, he had it virtually in his power to pre-
vent the Pope from reaping any advantage by this feeming conceffion. And on 
the whole, the conftitutions of Clarendon remained frill the law of the realm ; 
tho' the Pope and his legates feem fo little to have conceived the King's power to 
lie under any legal limitations, that they were fatisfied with his departing, by 
treaty, from one of the moft momentous articles of thefe conftitutions, without 
requiring any repeal by the ftates of the kingdom. 

HENR v, freed from this dangerous controverfy with the ecclefiafi:ics and with 
the fee of Rome, feemed now to have reached the pinnacle of human grandeur 
and felicity, and to be equally happy in his domeftic fituation and in his political 
government. A, numerous progeny of fons and daughters gave both luftre and 
authority to his crown, prevented the dangers of a difputed fucceffion, and re
preffed all pretenfions of the ambitious barons. The King's precaution alfo, in 
eftablilhing the feveral branches of his family, feemed well calculated to prevent 
all jealoufies among the brothers, and to perpetuate the greatnefs of his family. 
He had ordered Henry, his eldefr fon, to be anointed King, and had defrined 
him to be his fucceffor in the kingdom of England, the dutchy of Normandy, 

• M. Paris, p. 88. Benedicl:. Abb. p. 34• Hoveden, p. 529. Diceto, p. 560. Chron. Gerv. 
p. q.zz. t Brompton, p. 107r. Liber Nig. Scac. P• 47· 
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and the counties of Anjou, Maine, and Touraine ; territories which lay conti
guoLJS, and which, by that means, might eafily lend to each other mutual affif
tance, both againft inteftine commotions and foreign invafions. Richard, his 
fecund fon, was invefted in the dutchy of Guienne and county of PoiCl:ou ; Geof
frey, his third fon, inherited, in right of his wife, the dutchy of Brittany; and 
his new conqueft of Ireland was deftined for the appanage of John, his fourth 
fon. He had alfo negotiated, in favour of this laft prince, a marriage with Ade
lais, the only daughter of Humbert, count of Savoy and Maurienne; and was 
to receive as her dowry very confiderable demefnes in Piedmont, Savoy, Breffe, 
and Dauphiny *. But this exaltation of his family excited the jealoufy and envy 
of all his neighbours, who made thofe very fons, whofe fortunes he had fo an
xiouOy eftablifhed, the means of imbittering his future life and difturbing his 
government. 

YouNG Henry, who was riling to man's eftate, began to difplay his charac
ter, and afpire to independance: Brave, ambitious, liberal, magnificent, affable; 
he difcovered qualities, which give great luftre to youth ; prognofticate a fhining 
fortune ; but, unlefs tempered in mature age with difcretion, are the forerunners 
of the greateft calamities t. It is faid, that at the time when this prince was 
anointed King, his father, in order to give greater dignity to the ceremony, of
ficiated at table as one of the retinue ; and obferved to his fon, that never King 
was more royally ferved. It is nothing extraordinary, faid young Henry to one of 
his courtiers, if the Jon of a count jhould ftrve the Jon of a King. This faying, 
which might pafs only for an innocent pleafantry, or even for an oblique compli
ment to his father, was however regarded as a fymptom of his afpiring temper; 
and his conduct foon after juftified the conjecture. 

HENR v, agreeable to the promife which he had given both to the Pope and· 
the French King, permitted his fon to be crowned anew by the hands of the 
archbifhop of Roi.ien, and a£fociated the princefs Margaret, fpoufe to young 

H73• Henry, in this ceremony!· He afterwards allowed him to pay a vifit to his 
father-in-law at Paris, who took the opportunity of infpiring into the young 
prince thofe ambitious fentiments, to which he was naturally but too much in

Revolt of dined§. Tho' it had been the conftant practice of France, ever fince the acce:f:O 
young Henry fion of the Capetian line, to crown the fon during the lifetime of the father!7 
:hnd his bro- without conferring on him any prefent participation of royalty; Lewis perfuaded 
~ ers. 

'* Ypod Neuft. p. 448. Bened~ Abb. p. 38. Hoveden, p. 532· Diceto, p. 561. Brompton~ 
p. 1c8z. Rymer, vol. r. p. 33· t Chron. Gerv. P• 1463. t Hoveden,. p. 529 .. 
Diceto, p. s6o. Brompton, p. 1o8o. Chron. Gerv. p. 1421. T~ivet, p·. 58. 
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his fon-in-law, that by this ceremony, which in thofe ages was deemed io mo
mentous, he had acquired a title to fovereignty, and that the King could not, 
without injufiice, exclude him from immediate poifeffion of the whole, or at Ieaft 
a part of his_ dominions. In confequence of there extravagant ideas, young 
Henry, on his return, defired the King to refign to him either the crown of Eng
land or the dutchy of Normandy*; difcovered great difcontent on the refufal; 
fpoke in the moft undutiful terms of his father ; and foon after, according to 
concert, made his efcape to Paris, where he was protected· and fupported by the 
French monarch t. 

WHILE Henry was alarmed with this event, and had the profpeet of dangerous 
intrigues, or even of a war, which, whether fuccefsful or not, muft be extremely 
calamitous and diragreeable to him, he received intelligence of new misfortunes, 
which muft have affeCled him in the moft fenfible part. ~een Eleanor, who had 
difgutted her firft hufuand by her gallantries, was no lefs offenfive to her fecond, 
by her jealoufy; and after this manner, carried to extremity, in the different parts 
of her life, every circumftance of female weaknefs. She communicated her dif
contents againft Henry to her two younger fons, Geoffrey and Richard ; perfuaded 
them that they were alfo entitled to prefent poffeffion of the territories affigned to 
them ; engaged them to fly fecretly to the court of France :j:, and was meditating, 
herfelf, an efcape to the fame court, and had even put on man's apparel for that 
purpofe; when fhe was feized by orders from her hufband, and was thrown into 
confinement II· Thus, Europe faw with aftonifhment the beft and mofi indulgent 
of parents at war with his whole family; three boys, fcarce arrived at the age of 
puberty, require a great monarch, in the fuJI vigour of his age and height of his 
reputation, to dethrone himfelf in their favour ; and feveral princes not afuamed 
to fupport them in thefe unnatural and abfurd pretenfions. 

HENRY, reduced to this perilous and difagreeable fituation, had recourfe to 
the court of Rome ; and tho' fenuble of the danger attending the interpofidon of 
ecclefiaftical authority in temporal difputes, applied to the Pope, as his fuperior 
lord, to excommunicate his enemies, and by thefe cenfures to reduce to obedience 
his undutiful children, whom he found fuch a reluctance to punifh by the fword 
of the magifirate §. Alexander, well pleafed to exert his power in fo plaufible a 

* Bened. Abb. p. 37· Hoveden, p. 531. Brompton, p. 1083. Chron. Gervafe, p. I.f-24· 
t Hoveden, p. 5J3· Diceto, p. 561. Brompton, p. 1083. Heming. p. 499• 
:t: Bened. Abb. p. 48. BromptOn, p. 1083. Neubrig. p. 404, !I Chron. Gerv. p. IfZ4· 
§ Epifr. Petri Blef. epifr. 136. in Biblioth. Patr, tom xxiv. p. I 048. His words are, J7ejlrtJ? juri.f. 

tiiaionis ejl rtgnum Anf'.litJ?, et quCJntum ad ftudatarii juris obligationem, 'Vobis dullta;>,:at obnQxius tcneor. 
The fame paper is in Rymer, vol. I. p. 35. and Triver, vol. 1, p. 62. 
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caufe, iifued the bulls required of him : But it was foon found,. that thefe fpiritual 
weapons had not equal force as when employed in a fpiricual controverfy ; and 
that the clergy were very negligent in fupporting a fentence, which was nowife 
calculated to promote the immediate interefts o:f their order. The King, after 
taking this humiliating fiep, was obliged to have recourfe to arms, and to inlift 
fuch auxiliaries, as are the ufual refource of tyrants, and have feldom been em
ployed by fo wife and jufl: a monarch. 

THE loofe government, which prevailed in all the fiates of Europe, the many 
private wars carried on among the neighbouring noble~, and the impoffibility to 
enforce any general execution of the laws, had encouraged a tribe of banditti to 
difl:urb every where the public peace, to infefl: the high roads, to. pillage the open 
country, and to brave all the efforts of the civil magifl:race, and even the excom-
munications of the church, which were thundered out againft them *. Troops 
of them were fometimes inlifl:ed in the fervice of one prince or baron, fometime.s 
in that of another: They often acted in an independant manner,. under leaders of 
their own : The peaceful and indufirious inhabitants, reduced to poverty by their 
ravages, were frequently obliged for fubfiftance to betake themfelves to a like dif
orderly cour:fe of life: And. a continual inteftine war, pernicious~ to induftry,. as. 
well as to the execution of jufiice, was thus carried on in the bowels of ever.y 
kingdom t. Thefe deiperate ruffians received the name fometimes of Braban
~ons, fometimes of Routiers or Cottereaux ; but. for what reafon, is not agreed 
by hifiorians : And they formed a kind of f.ociety or government- among them
felves, which fet at defiance all the refu of mankind. The greateft monarchs 
were not aihamed, on occafion, to have recourfe to their affiftance ; and as their 
habits of war and devaftation had given them experien<:e, hardinefs, and courage, 
they generally compofed the mofl: formidable part of thofe armies, which decided 
the political quarrels of princes. Several of them were enlified among the forces-. 
levied by Henry's enemies t; but the great treafures arna!fed by that prince 
enabled him to eng,1ge more numerous troops of them in his fervice; and the fia_ 
tuation of his affairs rendered even fuch banditti the only forces on whofe fidelity 
he could repofe any ronfidence. His licentious barons, difgufied with a vigilant 
government, were m, re defirous of being ruled by young princes, ignorant of 
public affairs, remifs in their conduct, and profufe in their grants u.; and as the· 
King had 1nJured to his fons the fucceliloo to every particular- province of his do
minions, the nobles dreaded no danger in adhering to thofe who, they knew, 
muft fame time become their fovereigns. Prompted by thefe motives, many of. 
the Norman nobility had deferted to his fan Henry ;. the Breton and Gafcon ba· 

~ Neubrig. p. 41 3• -f Chron. Gerv. p. 146r. :t. Petr. Blef. epift. 47· 
~_./' 
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rons feemed equally difpofed to embrace the quarrel of Geoffrey and Richard*. 
Difaffecrion had crept in among the EngliJh ; and the earls of Leicefter and 
Chefter in particular had openly declared againft the King t : Twenty thoufand 
Brabanc;ons, therefore, joined tgJome troops, which he brought over from Ire~ 
land, and a few barons of approved fidelity, formed the fole force, with which 
he propofed to reGft his enemies :f:. 

LEWis, in order to bind the confederates in a clofer union, fummoned at Paris 
an affembly of the chief vaff'als of the crown, received their approbation of his, 
meafures, and engaged them by oath to adhere to the caufe of young Henry fl. 
That prince in return bound himfelf by a like tie never to defert his. French, 
allies ; and having made a new great feal §, he laviihly diftributed among them 
many confiderable parts of thofe territories which he propofed to conquer from 
his father+· Philip, count of Flanders, Matthew, count of Boulogne, his brother, 
Theobald,. count o£ Blois, Henry, count of Eu, partly moved by the general 
jealoufy which had been excited by Henry's power and ambition, partly allured 
by the profpeB: of reaping advantage from the inconfiderate temper. and the 
neceffities of the young prince, declared openly in favour of the latter. William, 
King of Scotland, had alfo entered into this great confederacy* ; and a plan was 
concerted- for a general invafion an different pLces of the King's extenfive and 
faB:ious duminions. 

HosTILITIES were firft commenced by the counts of Flanders and Boulogne on 
the frontiers of Normandy. Thefe princes formed the liege of Aumale, which, hy 
the treachery of the count of that name was delivered into their hands t :. That 
nobleman furrendered himfelf prifoner ; and on pretence of thereby paying his. 
ranfom, opened the gates of all his other fortreifes. The_ two counts next befieg~d, 
and made themfelves rnafters of Drincourt: But the count of Boulogne was he~e · 
mortally wounded in the aifault; and tbis event pu.t fame ftop to the p_rogrefs of 
the Flemifh arms :1:· 

Ch9.p. IX. 
1173·' 

IN another quarter, the King of France, being fl:rongly anifled by his .vaffais, Wars and in

affembled a great army of feven thoufand knights and their followers on.horfeback, furr.eaiolls. 

and a proportionable number of infantry ; and carrying young Henry along_with 
• . r • -

• Hoveden, p. 534· Trivet, p. S9· t Ypod Neufi. p. 488:: Brompton, p. 1085'. 
Neubrig. p. 405. Heming. p. 499· :1: Hoveden, p. 534· Chron. Ge.rv. p. 1427., 
Neubrjg, p. 405. Heming, p. 499· Chron, T. Wykes.,.. p •.. 32. Trivet, p. 6o. 

U B.ened. Abb. p. 49· Hoveden, .p. 533· Chron. G~rv •. p. 1424. § Brompton, p. 1084. 
+ Bened. Abb. p. 49· Hoveden, p. 533· • Chron. Mailr. p. 172. Brompton, p. 1o64• 
t Ypod Neuft. p. 449• Di.ceto, p. SF• t Hoveden, p. 534• Bfompton, p, Io85. 
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him, laid fiege to Vernei.iil, which was vigoroufiy defended by Hugh de Lacy 
and Hugh de Beauchamp, the governors*. After he had lain a month before the 
place, the garrifon, being firaitened for provifions, were obliged to capitulate; 
and they engaged, if not relieved within three days, to fmrender the town, and 
to retire into the citadel. On the !aft of thefe days, Henry appeared with his 
army upon the heights above Vernei.iil ; and Lewis, dreading an affault, fent the 
archbifhop of Sens and the count of Blois to the Englifh camp, and defired that 
next day fhould be appointed for a conference, in order to eftablifh a general 
peace, and terminate the differences between Henry and his fons. The King, who 
paffionately defired this agreement, and fufpetl:ed no fraud, gave his confent ; 
but Lewis, that morning, obliging the garrifon to furrender according to the 
capitulation, fet fire to the place, and began to retire with his army t. Henry, 
provoked at this artifice, attacked the rear with vigour, put them to rout, com
mitted fome fiaughter, and took feveral prifoners. The French army, as their 
time of fervice was now expired, immediately difperfed themfelves into their fe
veral provinces ; and left Henry free to profecute his advantages againft his other 
enemtes. 

THE nobles of Brittany, excited by the earl of Che!ler and Ralph de Fou
geres, were all in arms ; but their progrefs was checked by a body ·of Bra
ban~ons, which the King, after Lewis's retreat, had fent againft them. The 
two armies came to an aCtion near Dol ; where the rebels were defeated, fifteen 
hundred killed on the fpot, and the leaders, the earl of Chefter and Fougeres, 
obliged to take ihelter in the town of Dol :j:. Henry haftened to form the liege 
of that place, and carried on the attack with fuch ardour, that he obliged the go
vernor and garrifon to furrender themfelves prifoners of war 11. By thefe vi
gorous meafures and happy fucceffes, the infurretl:ions were entirely quelled in 
Brittany ; and the King, being thus fortunate in all quarters, willingly agreed to 
a conference with Lewis, in hopes, that his enemies, finding all their mighty ef
forts entirely fru!lrated, would agree to terminate hoil:ilities /on fome moderate 
and reafonable conditions. 

THE two monarchs met between Trie and Gifors; and Henry had here the 
mortification to fee his three fons in the retinue of his mortal enemy. As Lewis 
had no other pretence for war than fupporting the claims of thefe young princes, 
the King made them fuch offers as children ought to be afi1amed to infift on, and 
could be extorted from him by nothing but his parental affection or by the pre-

~ Hoveden, p. 534-· t Bened. p. 57, 58, &c. Hoveden, p. 535• Diceto, p. 570, 571, 
572, Brompton, p. xoS5, xo86, 1087. t Bened. Abb. p. 63. Hoveden, p 535• 

II Bened. Abb. p. 64, 65. Hoveden, p. 535• Diceto, p. 574· Neubrig. p. 406. Heming. p. 
500. Triver, p. 6x. 
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fent neceffity of his affairs*. He infifted only on retaining the fovereign authority Chap. IX .. 

in all his dominions ; but offered young Henry the half of the revenues of England, 11
73.· 

with fome places of furety in that kingdom; or if he rather chafe to refide in Nor-~ 
mandy, the half of the revenues of that dutchy, with all thofe of Anjou. He 
made a like ofler to Richard in Guienne ; he promifed to refign all Brittany to 
Geoffcey; and if thefe conceffions were not deemed fufficient, he agreed to add to 
them whatever the Pope's legates, who were prefent, fhould require of him t. The 
earl of Leicefter was admitted to this negotiation ; and either from the impetuofity 
of his temper, or from a view of breaking off abruptly a conference, which mufr 
cover the allies with confufion, he gave vent to the moft violent reproaches againfr 
Henry, and even put his hand to his fword, as if he meant to attempt fome vio-
lence upon him. This furious aCtion tbrew the whole company into confufion,. 
and put an end to the treaty i· 

THE chief hopes of Henry's enemies feemed now to depend on the ftate of 
affairs in England, where his authority was expofed to the moft imminent dan
ger. One article of young Henry's agreement with his foreign confederates, was, 
that he 1hould refign Kent, with Dover and all its other fortreffes, into the hands. 
of the count of Flanders U ; yet fo little national or public fpirit prevailed among 
the independant Englith nobility, fo wholly bent were they on the aggrandize
ment each of himfelf and his own family, that, notwithi1:anding this pernicious 
conceffion, which muft have produced the total ruin of the kingdom, the majo
rity of them had confpired to make an infurreetion and to fupport the prince's 
pretenfions. The King's chief refource lay in the church and the bilhops, with 
whom he was now in perfect agreement; whether that the decency of their cha
raCter made them afhamed of fupporting fo unnatural a rebellion, or that they 
were entirely fatisfied with Henry's atonement for the murder of Becket and for
his former invafion of ecclefiaftical immunities. That prince, however, had re
figned none of the effehtial rights of his crown in the accommodation; he main
tained ftill the fame prudent jealoufy of the court of Rome; admitted no legate 
into England, without his [wearing to attempt nothing againft his royal preroga
tives; and he had even obliged the monks of Canterbury, who pretended to a free 
eleCtion on the vacancy, made by the death of Becket, to choofe Roger, prior of 
Dover, in the place of that turbulent prelate §. 

THE King of Scotland now made· an irruption into Northumberland, and com- War wltll 
mitted great devaftations; and being oppofed by Richard de Lucy, whom Henry Scodand. 

had left guardian of the realm, he retreated into his own kingdom,. and agreed 

* Hoveden, p. 539· t Hoveden, p. 536. Brompton, p. 1088. t Hoveden, p. 536. 
i Hoveden, p. 533• Brompton, p. 1084. Neubr. p. 508. ' HGveden, p. 537· 
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to a ceiTation of arms *. This truce enabled the guardian to march fouth ward~ 
with his army, in order to oppofe an invafion, which the earl of Leicefier, at 
the head of a great body of Flemings, had made upon Suffolk. The Flemings 
had been joined by Hugh Bigod, who made them mafters of his caftle of Fra
mingham ; and marching into the heart of the kingdom, where they hoped co 
be fupported by Leicefter's vaffals, they were met by Lucy, who, affifted by 
Humphrey Bohun, the co nibble, and the earls of Arundel, Glocefier, and Corn-
wal, had advanced to Farnham with a lefs numerous, but braver army, to oppofe 
them. The Flemings, who were molHy weavers and other tradefmen (for ma
nufaCtures were now beginning to be eftablifhed in Flanders) were broke in an 
inftant, ten thoufand of them were put to the fword, the earl of Leicefter was 
taken prifoner, and the remains of the invaders were glad to compound for a 
fafe retreat into their own country t. 

Tms great defeat did not difhearten the malecontents; who, being fupported 
by the alliance of fo many foreign princes, and encouraged by the King's own 
fons, determined to perfevere in their enterprize. The earl of Ferrars, Roger 
de Mowbray, Archetil de Mallory, Richard de Moreville, Hamo de Mafcie, 
together with many friends of the earls of Leicefter and Chefter, rofe in arms t : 
The fidelity of the earls of Clare and Glocefier was fufpeCted ; and the guardian, 
tho' vigorouOy fupported by Geoffrey, bifhop of Lincoln, the King's natural 
fon by the fair Rofamond, found it difficult to defend himfelf on all quarters, 
from fo many open and concealed enemies. The more to augment the confulion, 
the King of Scotland, on the expiration of the truce, broke into the northern 
provinces with a vail: army 11 of So,ooo men; which, tho' undifciplined and 
diforderly, and better adapted for committing devaftation, than for executing 
any military enterprize, was become dangerous from the prefent faCtious and tur
bulent fpirit of the kingdom. Henry, who had baffied all his enemies in France, 
and had put his frontiers in a pofture of defence, now found England the feat ot 
danger ; and he determined by his prefence to overawe the maleconrents, or by 
his conduCt and courage to fubdue them. He landed at Southampton ; and 
knowing the influence of fuperftition over the minds of the people, he immedi· 
ately ooftened to Canterbury, in order to make atonement to the aChes of Tho
mas a Becker, and tender his fubmiffions to a dead enemy. So foon as he came 
within fight of the church of Canterbury, he defcended from horfeback, walked 

* M. Paris, p. 89. Hoveden, p. 5 36. Diceto, p. 573· Brompton, p. 1089. Neubrig. p. 407. 
~- M. Paris, p. 89. Bened. Abb. p. 70. Hoveden, p. 536. Diceto, p. 574· Brompton, p. 
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barefoot towards it, proftrated himfelf bef-ore the lhrine of the faint, remained 
in fafting and prayer during a whole day, watched all night the holy reliques; 
and not fatisfied with this hypocritical devotion towards a man, whofe violence 
and ingratitude had fo long difquieted his government, and had been the object 
of his moft inveterate animofity, he fubmitted to a pennance, fiill more fingular 
and humiliating. He afi'embled a chapter of the monks, difrobed himftlf be-
fore them, put a fcourge or difcipline into each of their hands, and prefented his 
bare fhoulders to the lalhes which thefe ecclefiaftics fucceffively infliCted upo11 
him.*. Next day, he received abfolution, and departing for. London, got foon 
after the agreeable intelligence of a great vittory which his generals had obtained 
over the Scots, and which, being gained on the very day of his abfolution, was 
regarded as the earneft of his final reconciliation with heaven and w.ith Thomas 
a Beckett. 

'V ILLlA M, King of Scots, tho' repulfed before the caftle of Prudhow, and 
other fortified places, had been able to commit the moft horrible depredations 
1,o1pon the northern provinces :1:; but on the approach of Ralph de Glanvi11e, the 
famous lawyer andjufticiary, feconded by Bernard de Baliol, Robert de Stuteville~ 
Odonel de U mfreville, William de V efci, and other northern barons, together 
with the gallant bilhop of Lincoln, he thought proper to retreat nearer his own 
country, and fixed his ftation at Alnwic. He had here weakened h~s army ex
tremely, by fending out numerous detachments in order to extend his ravages ; 
and he lay abfolutely fafe~ as he imagined, from any attack of the enemy. But 
Glanville, informed of his fituation, made a hafty and fatiguing march to New
caftle; and atlowing his foldiers only a fmall interval for refrefhment, he im
mediately fet out towards evening for Alnwic. He marched that night above 

Chap. nc. 
11]4.. 

thirty miles ; arrived in the morning under cover of a mift near the Scots camp; h 
1 

and regardlefs of the great multitude of the enemy, he began the attack with his 13
t Juy. 

fmal!, but determined, body of cavalry. William was living in fuch fupine fe-
curity, that he took the Englifh at firft for a body of his own ra,vager.s, who 
were returning to the camp : But the fight of their banners ·convincing him of 
his miftake, he entered on the action with no more than a body of a hundred horfe~ William, 

in confidence, that the numerous army, which furrounded him, would foon KI indgdot,.~cotd-
an , e.eate 

haft en to his r.elief. He was difmounted on the firft fhock, and taken prifoner, and taken 
prifoner. 

• Ypod Neuftr. p. 450. M. Paris, p. 90. Hoveden, p. )39-· Diceto, p. 577• Brompton, 
p. 1095· Chron .• Gerv. P· 1427. Neubrig- p. 410. Chron. Dunftaple, p. 3)· 

t Ypod Neuft~· p. 450. M. Paris, p. 90. Eened. Abb. p. 83. Hoved. p. 539· M. Weft. p. 251. 
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while his troops, hearing of this difafter,.. fled on all fides with the utmoft pre~ 
dpitation *. T~e difperft ravagers rnade the heft of their way to their own· 
country; and difcord aril1ng among them, they proceeded even to mutual': 
fi'!ughter; and fuffered more from each other's fword than from. that of the
enemy t. 

Tms great and important victory proved at laft' decifive in favour of Henry9 . 

and broke entirely the fpirit of the Engtifli rebels. The bifuop. of Durham, 
who was preparing to revolt, made his fubmillions :1: ;: Hugh Bigod,. tho' he 
bad received· a ft'rong. reinforcement· of Flemings, was obliged to furrender all his~ 
cafi:les, and throw himfelf on the Kiog~s· mercy 11 ;: no other refource was left tO·· 
the earl of Ferr.ars and Roger-de Mbubray §i; the inferioF rebels imitating the 
example, ali·Eogland·was.reftored to tranquillity in a few weeks·; and as the King 
appeared to lie under the immediate protection of' heaven,, it was· deemed ·impious•. 
any longer to refift him. The clergy exalted anew the merits and powerful inter•· 
ceffion of Becket; and Henry, inft'ead ofoppofing:this fuperftition, plumed him ... 
felf on the new friend fhip of that faint~ and propagated an opinion which was
fa favourable to his interefts +.• 

YouNG Henry, who was ready to embark at Gravelines- with the~ earl of'FJ'an..:
ders and a great army,. hearing of the fupprefficm of: his partizan~dn Englandll., 
abandoned all thoughts of the enterprize, and joined the camp of the French1 
King, who, during the abfence of old Henry, had- made an irruption-into Nor-· 
rnandy, and had laid fiege to Rout:n *. The place was defended with great__vigourr 
by the inhabitants t ; and Lewis, defpalring of fuecefs- by openforcell" tried to gain, 
the town by a ftratag~m, which, in that fuperftiti-e>tls age, was deemed very little-· 
honourable. He proclaimed in his own camp a cefi'ation of arms on pretence of: 
celebrating the feftivaol of St. La~ renee; and when the citizens,_ fuppofing them-
felves in fafety,. were fo imprudent as to remit their guard:, he propofcd to take· 
advantage of their fecurity. Ifappily fame priefts had, from mere curiofity, 
mounted a fieeple, where the alarm bell hung; and: obfer.ving the French camp 
in motion, they immediately rang the bell, and gave warning to the inhabitant~~·· 
who ran to their feverat ftations. The French, who, on hearing the bell, hur.
ried to the a·ffault, had already mounted the walls in, feveral places; but being 
repulfed by the enrJged citizens~, Were obliged· to. retreat with confiderable lofs·t .. 

* Bened. Abb. p. 76. Brompton, p. 1091, 1092. Neubrig. p. 408, 409. 
t Neubrig. p. 409. Heming. p. soz. · t Bened~ Abb. p .. 76. 
§ M Paris, p. 9'· Heming. p. 504. .J. Hoveden, p. 539e 

p. 1096. t Diceto, p. 57~t 
l Brompton, p. 1096. Ncubrig. p. 4-.11, Heming. p. 503: • 
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Next day, Henry, who bad h;dl:ened to the defence of his N'orma.n dominions, .Chap. IX. 
paifed over the bridge in -triumph ; and entered Ro\ien in fight of the French '1114-·' 

army. The city was now in abf~lute fafety; ~nd the JGng., in order to brave 
the French monarch., commanded the gates, which ·bad J:>e(m wall,ed up, to be 
-opened*-; and he prepared topufh ·his adv_antages againfttheenemy. Lewisfaved 
:himfelf from this perileus ituatian by a new piece of deceit, not fo juftifiable. He 
propofed a conference for adjufting the terms of a general peace, which, he knew, 
would be greedily embraced by Henry ; and while the l(ing of England ~rufted 
to the execution of his promife, he made .a retreat with his army into France t. 

THERE was, however, a neceffity on both 'fides for an accommodation. Henry 
could no longer bear to fee his three fons in the hands of his enemy ; and Lewis 
-dreaded, left this great monarch, vitl:orious on all quarters, crowned with glory., 
;tnd abfolute mafter of his dominions, might take revenge for the many danger.s 
and difquietudes, which the arms, :tnd ftill more ·the intrigues of France~ had,, 
in his difputes both with Becket-and his fons, been able to raife him. After making 
:a ceffation ofarms, a conference wa~ agreed on near Tours-; where Hen-ry grante~ 
his fons much lefs a.dvantageo~lS terms than he had formerly proffered; and he The King's 

Teceived their {ubmiffions. The m0fl: material of 'his conreffions were fome pen- accommoda

flons which he ftipulated to pay them, and fome c:aftles which he ~ranted them }~0n~.with his 

~or the plaoe of .their refi<¥.:nce ; tog~ther with an indemnity ·co all their ad-
herents, who were refl:ored to their eftates and honour.s i· 

OF all thofe who had embraced the caufe of the young princes, William., 
King of Scotland, was 'the ·only confiderable fu£ferer, by that invidious and un
juft enterprize. Henry delivered from confinement, without exacting any ran~ 
fom, about .nine hundred knights whom he had taken prifoners 11 ; but it coil: 
William the antient independancy of his crown as the price of his liberty. He 
ftipulated to do homage to Henry, as his liege lord, for Scotland and aH his other 
<lominions.; he engaged :that all the barons and nobility of his kingdom fhould 
alfo do homage; tha.t the bifhops fhould fwear fealty; that both fhould 'fwear 
to adhere to the King of England agai~ft their native prince, if the latter !hould 
break his engagements ; and that the fortreffes of Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwic, 
Roxborough, and Jedborough fuould be delivered into Henry's hands, till the 117';' • 

. performance of articles§. This fevere and humiliating treaty was executed in its Ioth Aug • ... 
• Hoveden, p. ;..to. t Bened. ;Abb. p. s-6. .Brompton, Jh 1098. t Rymer, vol.-l. 

p. 35• Bened. Abb.,p. 88. I:Ioveden, p. ,54-0. Diceto, p. 583. Brompton, p. 1-098. Heming. 
p. 50). Chron. Dunft. p. :;6. IJ Neubrig. p. 413. 

§ M. Pari~ p. gr. C~ron. Dunft. p. j6. Hoveden, p. 54-5· M. Wdl:m. p. 251 • . Diceto, p. 
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Chap. IX. full rigour. That prince, being releafed, brought up all his barons, prelates, and 
11 75· . abbots ; and, they did homage to Henry in the cathedral of York, and acknow

. ledged him and his fucceffors for their fuperior lord •. The Engliih mGnarch 
ftretched frill farther the rigour of the conditions which he exacted. He engaged 

, the King and ftates of Scotland to make a perpetual ceffion of the forrreffes of 
Berwic and Roxborough, and to allow the caftle of Edinburgh to remain in his 
hands for a limited time. This was the 'firft great afcendant which England ob
tained over Scotland; and indeed the firft important event, which had paffed be
tween thefe kingdoms. Few princes have been fo fortunate as to gain confide
rable advantages over their weaker neighbours with lefs violence and injuftice1 

than was praCtiCed by Henry againft the King of Scotland, whom he had taken 
prifoner in battle, and who had wantonly engaged in a ~ar, in which all the neigh
bours of that prince, and even all his own family, were'- without provocation, 
combined againft him. 

HENRY, having thus, contrary to expeCl:ation, extricated himfelf with honour 
from a fituation, in which his throne was expofed to the moft imminent danger~ 

K" .,.• . occupied himfelf for feveral years in the adminiftration of juftice, il}· the· execution 
m"' 

5 
equi- f h I d · d" · fr h n. • • • h" h · h h table admini- o t e aws,. an m guar mg agam t ore mconvemenc1es, w IC elt er t e paft 

ftration. convulfions of his ftate, or the political inftitutions of that age, unavoidably 
cccafioned. The provitions, which he made, fhow fuch a largenefs of thought 
as qualified him to become a legiflator; and they were commonly cakul4lted for 
the future as weH as prefent happinefs of his kingdom~ 

HE enacted fevere penalties againft robbery, murder,. falfe coining, burning 
houfes; and ordained that thefe crimes !hould be punilhed by; the amputation of 
the right hand and right foot t. Thefe puni!hments were probably efteemed 
more fevere than eeath: The pecuniary commutation for crimes, which has a. 
falfe appearance of lenity, had been gradually difufed ; and feems to have been 
entirely abol~fhed by the ·rigour of thefe ftatutes. The fuperftitious trial by water 
ordeaL, tho' condemned by the chu;:ch :1:, full fubfifted.; but Henry~ ordained, 
that any man,. accufed of murder or any heinous felony by the oath of the legal 
knights of the county,. ihould,. even. tho' acquitted b~ the ordeal,. be obliged to. 
abjure the realm u~ 

ALL advances toward's reafon and good fenfe are flow and' gracfuat. HenryS> 
tho" fenfiMe of the great abfi.1rdity attending the trial by duel or battle~ 
did not venture to abolifh it : He only admitted either of the patties to chalrenge 

• Bened.Abb. p.lll· 
a_d Eadm. p. z.o~. 

t Bened. Abb. p. 13 z. Hoveden, p. 549· 
M .B:ened. Abb. P• ll.Z· 

:t Seld. Spicileg .. 
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a trial by an affize or jury of twelve freeholders*. This method of trial feems to 
·have been very antient in England, and was fixed by the laws of King Alfred : 
But the barbarous and violent genius of the age had of late given more credit to 
the trial by battle, which had become the general method of deciding aU impor
tant controverfies. It was never abolifhed by law in England, and there is an. 
inftance of it fo late as the reign of Elizabeth : But the inftitution revived by thiS' 
King, being found more reafonable and more fuitable to a civilized people, gra
dually prevailed over it. 

THE partition of England into four divifions, and· the appointment of itinerant 
jufrices to go the circuit in each divifion, and decide the caufes in the counties, 
was another important ordinance of this prince, had a direct: tendency to refrrain 
the oppreffions of the barons, and to protect the inferior gentry and common 
people in their property t. Thefe juftices were either prelates or confiderable no• 
bility; and befides carrying the authority of the King's commiffion, were able:r 
by the dignity of their own charatl:er, to give weight and credit to the laws. 

THAT there might be fewer obftacles to the execution of juftice, the King was 
vigilant in demolifhing all the new erected caftles of the nobility~ in England aS' 
well as in his foreign dominions ; and he permitted- no, fortrefs to remain itl' 
hands, whom he found reafon to fufpeCl: :j;. 

BuT left the kingdom fuould be expofed by this demolition of the ffrong pla, 
ces, the King fixed an affize of arms, by which all his fubjeCl:s were obliged to 
put themfelves in a Gtuation proper for defending themfelves and the realm. 
Every man, poffeffed of a knight's fee, was ordained to have for each fee a coat of 
mail, a helmer, a fhield, and a lance; every free layman poffeffed of goods to 
the value of fixteen marks, was to be armed in like manner; every ooe poffeffed 
of ten marks was obliged to have an iron gorget, a cap of iron, and a lance; all, 
burgeffes were to have a cap of iron, a lance, and a wambais, tha·t is., a coat 
twilted with wool, tow, or fuch other materials II· It appears, that archery:~~. 

for which the Englifh were afterwards fo renowned, had not, at this time, be-. 
come very common among them. The fpear was the chief weapon_ employed' in" 
battle. 

THE clergy and the laity were during that age in a ft'range fii:uation with-regar-d to~ 
each other,. and fuch as may feem totally incompatible with a civilized, and in
deed with any goverment. If a clergyman was guilty of murder; he could onl;n· 
be punifhed by degradation: If he was murdered~. the. murderer was only exEo .. 

• Glanv.lib. z. cap 7· t Hoveden, p. 590. t Benedict Abbas, p. zoz;. Diceto; 
Jl· sBs. Jl Ben,td. Abb. p. 105. Chro.n. Gerv, P• 1459•· Annal. Waverl. p. 161 •. 
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fed t0 -excommunication and ecclefiafl:ical cenfures ; and the crime was a to ned for 
by penances and fubmiffion *. Hence the affaflins of Thomas a Becket himfe If, 
~ho' guilty of the moil: atrocious-wickednefs, and the moLl: repugnant to the fenti· 
.ments of that age, lived fecurely in their own houfes, without being called to 
.:account by Henry himfelf, who was fo much concerned, both in honour and in· 
·tereft, to puni!h that crime, and who profe£fed or affected on all occafions the 
moil: extreme abhorrence of it. It was not till they found their prefence lhunned 
by every one as excommunicated perfons, that they were induced to take a jour
,ney to Rome, to throw themfeJves at the Pope's feet, and to fubmit to the penan
-ces impofed upon them : After which, they continued to poffefs, without molefta ... 
·tion, their honours and fortunes, and feem even to have recovered the counte
nance and good opinion of the public. But as the King, by the conil:itutions of 
Clarendon, which he ende~voured ftill to maintain in force t, had fubjected the 
clergy to a trial by the civil magiftrate, it feemed but jufl: to give them the pro· 
tection of that po-wer, to which they were fubjected ; and it was enacted, chat 
the murderers of clergymen fhould be tried before the jufticiary in the prefence of 
the bi:lho.p or his officiaL; and befides the ufual puni!hment for murder, 1houlq 
:be fubje&ed to a forfeiture of their eftates, and a confifcation of their goods and 
chattels :f:. 

TaE 'King ·paff'ed a ·very equitable law, that 'the goods of a v.affal lhall not 
'be feized-£or the debt bf his lord, unletS the yaffal be furety for the debt; and that 
the rents of vaffals &-<ill be paid to the creditors of the lord, not to the lord him
felf. :ft is remarkable, that 'his law was enaCled by the King in a council which 
he held at Verneuil, and which confifl:ed of [orne prelates and barons of England, 
as well -as ·fome of Normandy, PoiCI:ou, Anjou, Maine, Touraine, and Britan
ny ; and the ftatute took place in all thefe different territories 11: A certain proof 
how irregu~ar the ancient feudal government was, and how near the Kings, in 
fome inftances, approached to defpotifm, tho' in others they feemed fcarce to 
poffefs any authority. If a prince, much dreaded and revered like Henry, ob
tained but the appearance of general confent to an ordinance, which was equitable 
and juft, it became immediately an eftablithed law, and all the world acquiefced 
in it. If the prince was hated or defpifed ; if the nobles who fupporte,d him, 
had fmall influence ; if the humours of the times difpofed the people to queftion 
thejuftice of his ordinances; the fullefl: and moft authentic council had no au-

• Petri Bldren. epift. 73· apud Bib]. Patr. tom. 24. p. 992. t Chren. Gerv. p. <143,3. 
:J: Diceto, p. 59z. Chron. Gerv. p. '433• II Bened. Abb. p. 248. It was ufua'l for the 

Kings of England, after the conqueft of Ireland, to fummon barons and members of that tlountry to 
th.e Englilh parliament. Molineux.'s Cafe of I-reland, p. 64, 6 s> 66 .. 
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thority. Thus all was confuGon and diforder ; no regular: ideas of·a conftitution 
prevailed ; force and violence decided every thing. 

THE fuccefs which had attended Henry in his- wars did not encourage his· 
neighbours to attempt any thing againft him ; and his tranfaetions with· them, 
during the remainder of his reign, contain little memorable. Scotland remained 
in that !l:ate of feudal fubjewon, to .. which he had redQced it; and gave him nQ 
:£an her inquietude. He fent over his founh .. fon, John, into Ireland, with i!, 

.view of making a more complete conquefr of that ilhnd ; but the petulance anc:l 

.incapacity of this prince, by which he enraged the Irilh ehiefrains, obliged him 
fnon after to recall him*· The King. of France h~d fallen int9 a very abjeCt 
fuperfrition; and w.as induced by· a devotion, more Gncere th.an that of Henry; 
to make a pilgrimage to the tomb of B~cket t, in order to ob~ain his intercef
fion for the re.covery of Philip, his eldefi: fon. He probably: thohlght himfeJf well 
inti tied to the favour of that faint, on acc.ount' of ~heir flotienr intima~y;. ~np 
hoped, that Becket, whom he had protected whj]e on earth, waul~ not now:., 
that he was fo highly advanced in heaven, forget his old friend and benefactor. 
The monks, fenfibJe thar their faint's honou.r was concemed, in the cafe, f~iled~ 
not to puhliili, that Lewis's prayers were ~.nfwered, and that the you.ng princ~
was, by Becket's interceffion, reftored to health :j:. That _King, himfe]fwas foon: 
after fl:ruck with an apoplexy, which deprived him of his judgment : Philip, 
tho' a youth of fifteen, took ,on him the adminifrration,. till his father~s death,. 
which happened foon after, opened his way to the throne; and he proved -the ablc:ft _ 
.and greateft monarch· that had governed that kingdom, fmce the age ofCharie- · 
magne. The fuperior years, however, and experien<;e of Henry, while they mode
rated his ambition, gave him fuch an afcendant over this prince, th~t no dao-. 
gerous rival!hip, for·a lon_g time, arofe between ~hem. The EngHth r:n9nar.ch, _ 
inftead of' .taking advan_tage of his firuation, rather employed hi.s -good offices to
compofe the quarrels which arofe in the royal family of.France; and he wa~·fuc
oofsful in mediating a Feconcilement between Philip and his mother and uncles 1/. 
Thefe fervices were but ill requited by Philip, who, when he came- to .man's:" 
eft: ate, fomented all the domefric difcords in the royal family· of England; aod er::t ... 
.rouraged Henry's fans in their· ungrateful and undutiful beh;1vio~Jr--t9wards 'him. 

YouNG· Henry,. eq1.1-alty impatient of obtaining power, and ·incapab'le,of ufing7 
it, renewed his demand to· the King, . of refigning .Normandy.;. and on meetiQg ~ 

• Bened. Abb. p. 437, &c. t M. Paris, P~'95· Bened. Abb. p. 318.' Hove<len; p. 59z: 
M •. Weftm. p. ZJj-+r Diceto, p. 604• t Bened. Abb. p. 320. Hoveden, p. 592• Bromp
ton, P· I 140:· n .. Bened. Abb. P· 325· Hoveclm,,p. 593· Brilmpton, p. 11-42· Chron.· 
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<Chap. IX. with a refufal, he fled with his fpoufe to the court of France: But not finding 
4 18o. Philip difpofed to enter into war for his fake, he accepted of his father's offers of 

reconcilement, and made his fubmiffions. It was a cruel circumftance in the 
King's fortune, that he could hope for no tranquillity from the criminal enter
prizes of hls fons but by their mutual difcord and animofities, which difturbed 
bis family, and threw his ftate into convulfions. Richard, whom he had made 
mafter of'Guienne, and who had difplayed his valour and military genius, by 
fuppreffing the revolts of his mutinous barons, refufed to obey Henry's orders, 
in doing homage to his elder brother for that dutchy; and he defended himfelf 
againft young Henry and Geoffrey, who, uniting their arms, carried war into 
'his territories*. The King with fome difficulty compofed this difference ; but 
immediately found his eldeft fon engaged in confpiracies, and ready to take arms 
againft him. While the young prince was conducting thefe criminal defigns, he 

\1xs3. was feized with a fever at Martel, a caftle near Turenne, to which he had retired 
jn d1fcontent,; and feeing the approach of death, he w.as at ]aft ftruck with re
morfe forhis undutiful behaviour towards his father. He fent a meffenger to the 
King, who was not far diftant ; expreffed his contrition for his faults ; and en· 
treated the favour of a v.ifit, that he might at leaft die with the fatisfaCl:ion of 
havi~g received his forgivenefs.. Henry, who had fo often experienced the prince's 
ingratitude and ·violence, apprehended that this ficknefs was entirely a feint, and 
.he dared not to entru·a himfelf into his fon's hands t: But when he foon after re-

&,1ith June. cei ved intelligence of young Henry's death, and the proofs of his fincere repen
Death of tanc~, this good prince was affeCted with the deepeft forrow; he thrice fainted 

~<WngHenry·away; he accufed his own hard-heartednefs in refuGng the dying requeft of his 
fon ; and he .lamented, that he had deprived that prince of the ]aft opportunity 
of making atonement for his offences, and of pouring out his foul in the bofom of 
:his r.econciled father :j:. Young Henry died in the twenty-eighth year of his age. 

THE behaviour of his furviving children was ill calculated to give the King 
.any confolation for this lofs. As prince Henry had left no pofterity, Richard 
was become the heir of all his dominions; and the King intended, that John, 
his third furviving fon and favourite, !hould inherit Guienne as his appanage : 
But Richard refufed his confent, fled into that dutchy, and even made prepara
xions for carrying on war, as well againft his father as againft his brother Geof
frey, who was now put in po!Teffion of Brittany. Henry fent for Eleanor, his 
~een, the heire~ of Guienne, Clnd required Richard to deliver up to her the 

• Ypod Neuft. p. H'· Bened. Abb. p. 383. Diceto, p. 617. t Bened. Abb. p. 392. 
Hoveden, p. 6zo. Brompton, p. 1 143· Chron. Gerv. p. 1463. Neubrig. p. 422. Hemin,.g. 
p. 507. t Bened. Abb. p. 393• Hoveden, P• 621. Trivet, vol. i. p. 84. 
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dominion of thefe territories; which that prince, either dreading an infurreccion Chap. rx. 
of the Gafcons in her f.rvour, or retaining fome fenfe of duty towards her, readily u83. 

performed; and he returned peaceably to his father's court. No fooner .was this 
quarrel accommodated, than Geoffrey, the moft vicious perhaps of all Henry's 
unhappy family, broke out into violence; demanded Anjou to be annexed to his 
dominions of Brittany ; and on meeting with a refufal, fled to the court of France, 
and levied armies againft his father*. Henry was freed from this danger by re-
ceiving the affliction of his fan's death, who was Oain in a tournament at Paris t. 
The widow of Geoffrey, foon after his deceafe, was delivered of a fan, who· re-
ceived the name of Arthur, and was invefted in the dutchy of Brittany, under 
the guardianfhip of his grandfather, who, as duke of Normandy, was alfo fupe-
rior lord of that territory. Philip, as lord paramount, difputed feme time his 
title to this ward!hip ; but was obliged to yield to the inclinations of the Bretons, 
who preferred the government of Henry. 

BuT the rivalfhip among thefe potent princes, and all their inferior interefts, Crufades. 
feemed now to have given place to the general paffion for the relief of the holy 
land, and the expulfion of the Saracens. Thefe infidels, tho' obliged to yield to 
the immenfe inundation of Chriftians in the firft crufade, had recovered courage 
after the torrent was paft; and attacking on all quarters the fettlements of the 
Europeans, had reduc~d them to great difficulties, and obliged them to apply 
again for fuccours from the weft. A fecond crufade, under the Emperor Con-
rade, and Lewis VII. King of France, in which there peri!hed above 2oo,ooo 
men, brought them but a temporary relief; and thefe princes, after 1oGng fuch 
immenfe armies, and feeing the flower of their nobility fall by their fide, return-
ed with little honour into Europe. But thefe repeated misfortunes, which drain-
ed the weftern world of its people and treafure, were not yet fufficient to cure 
men of their paffion for thofe fpiritual adventures; and a new incident rekindled 
with frefh fury the zeal of the ecclefiaftics and military adventurers of the Latin 
Chriftians. Saladin, a prince of great generofity, bravery, and conduct, having 
fixed himfelf on the throne of Egypt, began to extend his conquefts over all the 
Eaft; and finding the fettlements of the Chriftians in Paleftine an invincible ob-
ftacle to the progrefs of his arms, he bent the whole force of his policy and va-
lour to fubdue that fmall and barren, but important territory. Taking advantage 
pf di1fentions, which prevailed among the champions of the crofs, and having 

r 

fecretly gained the count of Tripoli, who commanded their armies, he invaded 
the frontiers with a mighty power ; and, aided by the treachery of that count, 

• Neubrig. p • .. p:z, 
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Ch IX g ained at Tiberiade a complete viB:ory over them, which u.tterly annihilated the ap, • 

u87. force of the already languiihing kingdom of Jerufalem. The holy city itfelf fell 
into his hands after a feeble refiftance; the kingdom of Antioch was almoft en
tirely fubdued; and except fome maritime towns, nothing of importance remain
ed of thofe boafted conquefts, which, near a century before, had coft the efforts 
of all Europe to acquire*. 

THE weftern Chriftians were aftoni!hed on receiving this difmal intelligence .. 
Pope Urban III. it is pretended, died of grief; and his fucceffor, Gregory Vlll. 
employed the whole time of his ihort pontificate in rouzing to arms all the Chri
ftians who acknowledged his authority. The general cry was, that they were 
unworthy of enjoying any inheritance in heaven, who did not vindicate from the 
dominion of the infidels the inhe'ritance of God on earth, and deliver from flavery 
that country which had been confecrated by the footfteps of their Saviour. Wil
liam, archbiihop· of Tyre, having procured a conference between Henry and 

n ss. Philip near Gifors, etlforced all thefe topics ; gave a pathetic defcription of the 
21 ft January. miferahle ftate of the eaftern 'Chriftians; and employed every topic to excite the· 

ruling paffions of the age, fuperftition and jealoufy of military honour t. The 
two monarchs immediately took the crofs ; mariy of their moft confiderable vaf
fals imitated the example :1:; and as the Emperor Frederic I. entered into the 
fame confederacy, fome well-grounded hopes of fuccefs were entertained; and 
men flattered themfelves, that an enterprize, which had failed under the conduct 
of many independant chieftains, or of weak princes~ might at laft, by the efforts. 
of fuch potent and able monarchs, be brought to a happy ilfue .. 

THE Kings of France and England impofed a tax, amounting to the tenth of 
all moveable goods, on fuch as remained at home II ; but as they exempted from 
this burden moft of the regular clergy!. the fecular afpired to the fame privilege;. 
pretended that it was only their duty to affift the crufade with their prayers; and 
it was with fome difficulty they were obliged to defift from an oppofition, which 
in them, who had been the chief inftigators to thefe pious enterprizes,. appeared. 
with the worft grace imaginable§. This backwardnefs of the clergy is perhaps 
a fymptom, that the enthufiaftic ardour, which had at firft feized the people fot 
crufades, was now confiderably abated by time and ill fuccefs ; and that the frenzy 
was chiefly ft>pported by the militar_¥ genius and love of glory in the great mo-
narchs. · 

BuT before this great machine could be put i·n motion,. there were ftill ma'
ny obftacles to furmount. Philip, j.ealous of Henry's greatnefs,. entered into 

"" M. Paris, p. 1 oo. 
U Bened. Abb. p. 498. 
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private confederacy with young Richard, and working on his ambitious and Chap. JX. 

impatient temper, perfuaded him, infi:ead of fupporting and aggrandizing that II
8

9· 

monarchy, which he was one daY. to inherit, to feek prefetit power and indepen- Revolt of 

dance, by difturbing and difmembering it. In order to give a pretence for hoil:i- phrincde Ri-
- c a.r , 

lities between the two Kings, Richard broke into the terri;tori~s of Rayt:nond, 
count of Tholoufe, who immediately carried his complaints of this violence be
fore the King of France as his fuperior lord. Philip remonfi:rated with Henry; 
but received for anfwer, that Richard had confeifed to the archbilhop of Dublin, 
that his enterprize againft Raymond had been undertaken by the approbation of 

Philip himfelf, and was conduCted by his authority. The King of Fraf!ce, who 

might have been covered with fhame and confufion by this deteCl:ion, ftill profe
cuted his defign, and broke into the provinces of Berri and Auvergne, under co .. 
lour of revenging the quarrel of the count of Tholoufe *. Henry retaliated by 
making inroads upon the frontiers of France, and burning Dreux. As this war,, 
which deil:royed all hopes of fuccefs in the projeCted crufade, gave great fcandal, 
the two Kings held a conference at the accuftomed place between Gifors and Trie, 
in order to find means of accommodating their differences: They feparated on 
worfe terms than before ; and Philip, to 1how his difguft, ordered a great elm, 
under which- the conferences had been ufually held, to be cut down t; as if he 
had renounce9 all defire of accommodation, and was determined to carry the war 
to extremity againft the King of England. But his own va!fals refufed to ferve 
under him in fo invidious a caufe :j:; and he was obliged to come anew to a con
ference with Henry, and to offer terms of peace. Thefe terms were fuch as en
tirely opened the eyes of the King of England, and fully proved to him the per'
fidy of his fon, ang his fecret alliance with Philip, of which he had before only 
entertained fome fufpicions. Th.e King of France required, that Richard !hould 
be crowned King of England in the lifetime of his father, ihould- be invefted in 
all his tranfmaci.ne dominion~, and fhould be immediately ma~ried to Alice, Phi
lip's fifter, to whom he had formerly been contracred, and who had been already 
conduCted into England n. Henry had experienced fuch fatal effeCts, both from 
the crowning his eldeft fon, and from that prince's alliance with the royal family 
of France, that he rejetl:ed thefe terms; and Richard, in confequence of his fe
cret agreement with Philip, immediately revolted from him§, did homage to 
the King of France for all the dominions which Henry held of that crown, and 
received the invefiitures, as if he had already been the lawful proprietor. Some 

' 
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T t z hifrorians 



Chap. IX. 
1189. 

HISTORY or ENGLA~D. 

hiftorians afrert, that Henry himfelf had become enan1oured of young Alice;, 
and affign this as an additional reafon for his refufing thefe conditions: But he 
had fo many other juft and equitable motives for his conduct, that it is needlefs. 
to feek for a caufe, which the great prudence and advanced age of that monarcll 
render fomewhat improbable. 

CARtHN AL Albano, the Pope's legate, difpleafed with thefe increafing obftacles 
to the crufade, excommunicated Richard, as the chief fpring of difcord : But 
the fentence of excommunication, which, when it was properly prepared, and 
wa's zealouny fupported by the clergy, had often great influence in that age,. 
proved entirely ineffectual in the prefent cafe. The chief barons of Poictou, 
Guienne, Normandy, and .Anjou, being attached to the young prince, and fee
ing that he had now received the inveftiture from their fuperior lord, declared for 
him, and made inroads into the territories of fuch as ftill adhered to the old King .. 
Henry, difq.uieted by the daily revolts of his mutinous fubjetl:s, and dreading 
ftill worfe effects from their turbulent difpofition, had again recourfe to papal au. 
thority; and engaged the cardinal Anagni, who had fucceeded Albano in the Ie
gatefhip, to threaten Philip with laying an interdict on all his dominions. But 
Philip, who was a prince of great vigour and capacity, defpifed the menace; and 
told Anagni, that it belonged not to the Pope to interpofe in the temporal dif
putes of princes, much lefs in thofe between him and his rebellious valfals. He 
even proceeded fo far as to reproach the cardinal with partiality, and with re
ceiving bribes from the King of England *; while Richard, fiill more outra
geous, offered to draw his fword upon the legate, and was only hindered by the: 
interpofition of the company, from committing violence upon him f. 

THE King of England was now obliged_. to defend his dominions by arms, .. 
and to enter on a war with France and with his eldeff fon, a prince of great va
lour, on fuch difadvantageous terms. F'erte-Barnard fell firft into the hands of the 
enemy: Mans was next taken by a/fault; and Henry, who had thro.wn him .. 
felf into that place, efcaped with fome difficulty t: Amboife, Chaumont,. and 
Chateau de Loire, opened their gates on the appearance of Philip and Richard:: 
Tours was invefted; and the King, who had retired to Saumur, and had daily 
in frances of the coward1ce 01: infidelity of his governors,. expected the moil: difmal 
iifue to aU his ent~'rprizes~ While he was in this ftate of defpondency,. the duK.e of 
Burgundy, the count of Flanders, and the archbilhop of Rheims· interpofed witb.· 
their good offices;. and the intelligence, which he received of the taking Tours, and~ 
w~ich made him fully fen~ble of the defperate fituation of his affairs, fo fubdued: 

" M. Paris, P• 104; Bened. Abb. p. 542. Hoveden, p. 6p •. 
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his fpirit, that he fubmitted to all the rigorous terms, which were impofed upon Chap. rx. 
him. He agreed, that Richard fhould marry the princefs, Alice; that that . 1189· 

prince fhould receive the homage and oath of fealty of all his fubjeCl::s both in 
England and his tranfmarine dominions ; that he himfelf fhould pay twenty 
thoufand marks to the King of France as a compenfation for the charges of the 
war ; that his own barons fhould engage to make him obferve this treaty by 
force, and in cafe of his violating it, fhould promife to join Philip and Richard 
aga\nft him; and that all his valfals 7 who had entered into confederacy with 
Richard, fhould receive an indemnity for this offence *. 

BuT· the mortification, which Henry,. who had been accufl:omed to give the 
law in moil: treaties, received from thefe d.ifadvantageous and humiliating terms, 
was the leaft which he met with on this occafion. When he demanded a lifl: of 
thofe barons, to whom he was to gmnt a pardon for their connexions with Ri
chard ; he was afl:ogifhed to find, at the head of them, the name of his fecond 
fon, John t; who had always been his favourite, whofe interefts he had ever 
anxiouny at heart,. and who had even, on account of his afcendant over him, 
often excited the jealoufy of Richard :j:. This unhappy father,. already overloaded. 
with cares and farrows, finding this !ail: difappointment in his domeftic tender· 
nefs, broke out into expreffions of the utmoil: defpair, curfed the day in which· 
he received his. miferable being, and befl:owed,. on his ungrateful and, undutiful 
childre1=1, a malediction, which he nevet could be prevailed on w retract 1[. The
more his: heart was difpofed to friendlhip and affeCl::ion, the more he refented the 
barbarous ren:trn, which his four fons had fucceffively made to his parental care; 
and this finilhing blow,. by depriving him of every comfov.t in life, quire broke 
hi.s fpirits, and threw him into a lingering fever, of which he foon after expired, 
at the cafl:le of Chinon near Saumur. His natural fon,. Geoffrey, who· alone had 6th July, 

behaved dutifully towards him, attended his corpfe to the nunnery of Fontevrault;. Death 

where it lay in fl:ate in the abbey-church, Next day, Richard, who· came to· 

vifit the dead body of his father,. and who, notwithfl:and~ng his criminal· conduct,. 
was not altogether devoid of generofity ,, was ftruck with horror and remorfe ar 
the fight ;. and as the affiftants obferved, that, at that very inibant, blood gullied 
out of the mouth and noil:rils of the corpfe ~ he exclaimed;, according to a vulgar 
fuperftition, that he was his father's murderer; and he expreffed a deep fenfe, 
tho'· too late, 9f that undutiful behaviour;. which had brought his· parent to an• 
untimely grave+· 

• M. Paris, p. 106; Bened. Abb. p. 545· Hoveden, p. 6n.- t Hoveden,. p. 654• 
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Chap. IX. Taus died, in the fifty-eighth year of his age and thirty-fifth of his reign, the 
1189· greateft prince of his time for wifdom, virtue and ability, and the moll powerful 

a£'kcharaCl:er in extent of dominion of all thofe that had ever filled the throne of England. 
0 

enry. His charaCter, both in public and private life, is almol.l: without a blemifh; and 
he feems to have polfcffed every accomplilhment both of body and mind, which 
makes a man either efl:imable or amiable. He was of a middJe fiature, {l:rong 
and well-proportioned ; his countenance was lively and engaging; his conver-fa
tion affable and entertaining; his elocution eafy, perfuafive, and ever at com
mand. He loved peace, but poffelfed both bravery and conduct in war; was 
provident w·ithout timidity; fevere in the execution of jul.l:ice, without rigour; 
and temperate without aufterity. He preferved health, and kept himfelf from 
corpulency, to which he was fomewhat inclined, by an abftemious diet, and by 
frequent exercife, particularly· hunting. When he could enjoy leifure, he re
created himfelf either in learned converfation or in reading; and he cultivated his 
natural talents by ftudy, above any prince of his time. His affeCtions, as well as 
his enmities, were warm and durable ; and his long experience of the ingratitude 
and infidelity of men never del.l:royed the natural fenfibility of his temper, which 
difpofed him to friend!hip and fociety. His character has been tranfmitted to us 
by many writers, who were his contemporaries*; and it refembles extremely, in 
its moft: remarkable fhokes, that of his maternal grandfather Henry I : Except
ing only that ambition, which was a ruling paffion in both, found not in the firft: 
Henry fuch unexceptionable means of exerting itfelf, and pufhed that prince into 
meafures, which were both criminal in themfelves, and were the caufe of farther 
crimes, from which his grandfon's conduCt was happily exempted. 

Mifcellaneous Tms prince, like moft of his predeceffors of the Norman line,- except Stephen, 
tr~nfa~ionsof paired more of his time on the continent than in this ifland : He was furrounded 
this rcJgn. with the EnglillL gentry and nobility, when abroad : The French gentry and 

nobility followed him when he refided in England : Both n~tions acted in the 
government, as if they were the fame people; and on many occafions, the le .. 
gif1atures feem n.ot to have been diftinguilhed. As the King and Englifh ba
rons were all of them of French extraCtion, the manners of that people ac
quired the afcendant, and were regarded as the great models of imitation. A,ll 
foreign improvements, therefore, fuch as they were, in literature and politenefs, 
in laws and arts, feem now to. have been, in a good meafure, tranfplanted into 
England ; and that nation was b~come nowife inferior, in all the fafhionahle ac
complilhments, to any of its neighbours on the continent. The more homely, 

* Petri Blef. Epill:. 46, 47· in Bibliotheca Patrum, vol_. "xiv. p. 985,. 986, &c, Girald Camp, 
P• 78J, &c. 
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buf mor,e fenfible manners and principles of the Saxons were exchanged for the Chap. J::S:, 

affe'Cl:ations of chivalry, and the fubtilties of fcbool philofophy : The feudal ideas 1189· 

of civil government, the Romilh fentiments of religion, had taken entire pof-
feffion of the ·people: By the former, the fenfe ()f fubmiffion towards princes was 
fomewbat diminifbed in the barons; by the latter, the devoted attachment to 
papal'authority was much augmented among the clergy. The Norman and other 
foreign families, eftablilhed in England, had now ftruck deep root; and being 
entirely coalited with the people, whom at firfl: they oppreffed and defpifed, they 
no longer thought, that they needed the proteB:ion of the crown for the enjoy-
ment of their fortunes, or conl.idered their tenure as precarious and dependant. 
They afpired to the fame liberty and independance, which they faw enjoyed by 
their brethren on the continent, and del.ired to reftrain thofe exorbitant prerogatives 
and arbitrary prac1:i~es, which the neceffities of war and the violence of conqueft 
had at firft obliged them to indulge in their monarch. That memory alfo of 
a more equal government under the Saxon princes, which ftill remai.ned with the 
Englifh, diffufed ftill farther the fpirit of liberty, and made the barons both defirou$ 
of more independance ti> themfelves, and willing to indulge it to the people. And 
it was not long before this fecret revolution in the fentiments of m.en produced 
firft violent convull.ions in the ftate, and then an evident alteration in the maxims 
of government. 

THE hiftory of all the preceding. Kings of England fince the Conqueft, give 
evident proofs of the diforders attending the feudal government; the licentioufnefs 
of the barons, their fpirit of rebellion againft the prince and laws, and of animo
fity againft each other: The conduB: of the barons in the tranfmarine dominions of 
thofe monarchs afforded perhaps frill more flagrant infl:ances of thefe convull.ions; 
and the hiftory of France, during feveral ages, conl.ifts almofl: entirely of narra
tions of this nature. The cities, cluring the continuance of this violent govern
ment, could neither be very populous· nor numerous ; and there occur in
frances, which feem to prove, that, tho' thefe are always the firft feat of law and 
liberty, their police was in general very loofe and irregular, and expofed to the 
fame diforders, with thofe by which the country was generally infefted. It 
was a cuftom in London for great numbers, to the amount of a hundred or 
more, of the fons and relations of eminent citizens, to form themfelves into a .li
centious confederacy, to break into rich houfes and plunder them, to rob and 
murder the paffengers, and to commit with impunity all forts of diforder. By 
thefe crimes, it had become fo dangerous to walk the ftreets a-nights, that the 
citizens dared no more to venture abroad after funfer, than if they were expofed 
to the incurfions of a public enemy. The brother of the earl of Ferrars had been 

2 rnurdereq 
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murdered by fome of thefe no&urnal rioters ; and the death of a perfon of that 
noble birth, which was much more regarded than that of many thoufands of an 
inferior ftation, fo provoked the King, that he fwore vengeance againft the crimi
nals, and became thenceforth much· more rigorous in the execution of the laws *. 

THERE is another inftance given by hiftorians, which proves to what a height 
fuch riots had proceeded, and how open thefe criminals were in committing their 
robberies. A band of them had attacked the houfe of a rich cirizen, with an 
intention of plundering it ; had broke thro' a ftone-wall with hammers and 
wedges; and had already entered the houfe fword in hand ; when the citizen, 
armed cap ·a-pee and fupported by his faithful fervants, appeared in the patfage 
to oppofe them: He cut off the right-hand of the firft robber £hat entered ; and 
made fuch ftout reGfl:ance, that his neighbours had leifure to affemble, and come 
to his relief. The man, who loft his hand, was caught; and was tempted by 
the promife of pardon to reveal his confederates ; among whom was one John 
Senex, efteemed among the richeft and heft born citizens of London. He was 
conviB::ed by the ordeal trial; and tho' he offered five hundred ma*s for his life, 
the King refufed the money, and ordered him to be hanged t. 

HE NR v's exaB:nefs in adminifiring juftice had gained him fo great reputation, 
that even foreign and difl:ant princes made him an arbiter, and fubmitted their 
differences to his judgment. Sanchez, King of Navarre, having fome contro
verfies with Alfonzo, King of CaO:ile, was contented, tho' Alfonfo had married 
the daughter of Henry, to choofe that prince for a referee; and they agreed, 
each of them, to confign three cafiles into neutral hands, as a p'edge of their not 
departing from his award. Henry made the caufe be examined before his great 
--council, and gave a fentence, which was willingly fubmitted to by both parties. 
Thefe two Spani!h Kings fent each a ftout champion to the court of England, in 
order to defend his caufe by ar~s, in cafe the way of duel had been chofen by 
Henry :f:. 

HENR v fo far aboli!hed the barbarous and abfurd practice of forfeiting fhips, 
which had been wrecked on the coaft, that i(_.one man or animal was alive in the 
fhip, the veffel and goods were reftored to the owners II· 

THE reign of Henry was remarkable for an innovation, which was afterwards 
carried farther by his fuccetfors, and was attended with the moft important con. 
fequences to the government. This prince was difgufied with the fpecies of 
military force, which was efiabli!hed by the feudal inftitutions, and which tho' it 

• Bened. Abb. p. 196. t Bened. Abb. 197, 198. 
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was extremely burdenfome to the fubjeCl:, yet rendered very little fervice to Chap. IX. 
the fovereign. The barons, or military tenants, came late into the field ; u89. 

they \yere obliged to ferve only for forty days ; they were un:fkilful and diforderly 
in all their operations; and they were apt to carry into the camp the fame refrac~ 
tory and independant fpirit, to which they were accuftomed in their civil governa 
ment. Henry, therefore, introduced the pratl:ice of making a commutation 
of their military fervice for money ; and he levied fcutages from his baronies 
and knights fees, inftead of requiring the perfonal attendance of his vaifals. 
There is mention made, in the hiftory of the exchequer, of th~fe fcutages in his 
fecond, fifth, and eighteenth year* ; and other writers give us an account of 
three more of them t. When the prince had thus obtained money, he made a 
contract with fome of thofe adventurers, in which Europe at that time abound-
ed: They found him foldiers of the fame charaCl:er with themfelves, who were 
bound to ferve for a ftipulated time: The armies were much lefs numerous, but 
more ufef-..:11, than when cornpofed of all the military vaffals of the crown: The 
feudal inil:itutions began to relax: The Kings became rapacious for money, on. 
which all their power depended : The barons, feeing no end of exactions, fought 
to defend their property : and as the fame caufes had ne~rly the fame effect in 
the different countries of Europe, the feveral crowns either loft or acquired au-
t~ority, according to their different fuccefs in this ftruggle. 

THIS prince was alfo the firft who levied a tax on the moveables or perfonal 
eftates of his fubjetl:s, nobles as well as people. Their zeal for the holy wars 
made them fubmit to this innovation; and a precedent being once obtained, this 
taxation became, in following reigns, the ufual method of fupplying the neceffi
ties of the crown. The tax of Danegelt, fo generally odious to the nation, was 
remitted in this reign. 

IT was an ufual practice of the Kings of England, to repeat the ceremony of 
their coronation thrice a-year, on aifembling the ft~es at the three great feftivals. 
Henry, after the £rft years of his reign, flever renewed this ceremony, which 
·was found to be very expenfive and very ufelefs. None of his fucceifors ever re~ 
vived it. It is deemed a great act of grace in this prince, that he mitigated th~ 
rigor of the foreft laws, and punifhed any. tranfgreffions of them, not capitally, 
but by fines, imprifonments, and other more moderate penalties. 

SINCE we are here collecting fome detached inftances, which .!how the genius 
of the age, and which could not fo well enter into the body of the hifl:ory, it 
may not be amifs to mention the quarrel between Roger archbifhop of York, and 

• Madox, p. 435, .4-3.9, 4-37• 438. t Tyrrel, vol. z. p. 466. from the records. 
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Richard archbifhop of Canterbury. We may j-udge of the violence of military 
men and laymen, wben ecclefiaftics could proceed to fuch extrerriitiei. Cardinal 
Haguezun being fent, in I I ;6, as legate into Britain, fummoned an affembly 
of the clergy at London ; and as both the archbifhops pr_etended to fit on his 
right hand, this queftion of precedency begot a controverfy between them. The 
monks and retainer& of archbifbop Rich~rd fell upon Roger, in the prefence of 
the cardinaf and of the fynod, threw him on the ground, trampled him under foot, 
and fo bruifed him with blows, that he was taken up half dead, and his life was, 
with difficulty, faved from their violence. The archbi:fhop of Canterbury was 
obliged co give a large fum of money to the legate, in order to fupprefs all com
plaints of this enormity *. 

THIs King left only two legitimate fons, Richard, who fitcceeded him, and 
John, who inherited no territory, tho' his father had often intended to leave him 
a part of his extenfive dominions. He was thence commonly denominated 
Lackland~ Henry left three legitimate daughters ; Maud, born in I I s6, and 
married to Henry, duke of Saxony; Eleanor, born in u62, and married to 
Alphonfo, King of Caftile; Joan, born in 1165, and married to William, King 

of Sicily t. 
HENRy is faid by antient hift-orians to have been of a very amorous difpofi

tion ; and they mention two of his natural fans by Rofamond, daughter of lord 
Clifford, viz. Richard Longefpee, or Long-fword, (fo called from the fword he
ufually wore) who was afterwards married to Ela, the daughter and h,eirefs of 
the earl of Salifbury; and Geoffrey, firft bifhop of Lincoln, and then archbifuop 
of York. All the other circumftances of the ftory commonly told of that lad]t 
feem to be fabulous. 

• Bened. Abb. P~- 138, 139· Brompton,. P· 1109.. Chron. G.erv. p. '433• N.eubrig. p. 41 3 ... 
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C I-I A P. X. 

RICHARD l. 

<fhe King's preparations for the crufade-Sets out on the crufade
'rrarifaelions in Sicily-King's arrival in Palefiine-State if 
Palefline-Diforders in England--'Ihe King's heroic aelions in 
P alefline-His return from P aleftine--Captivity in Germany--
War with France--'Ihe King's delivery--Return tr; England
War with France-Death-and chara8er of the King-Mif
cellaneous tranfa~lions of this reign. 

T HE compunCtion of Richard, for his undutiful behaviour towards his fa. Chap. X. 
ther, was very durable, and influenced him in the choice of his minifters uS9. 

and fervants after his acceffion. Thofe who had feconded and favoured his re· 
hellion, inftead of meeting with that honour and truft which they expected, were 
furprifed to find, that they lay under difgrace with the new King, and were on 
all occafions hated and defpifed by him. The faithful minifters of Henry, who 
had vigorouOy oppofed all the enterprizes of his fons, were received with open 
arms, and were continued in thofe employments, which they had honourably dif:.. 
charged to their former mafter *. - This prudent condutl: might be the refult of 
reflection ; but in a prince, like- Richard, fo much guided by paffion, and fo 
little by policy, it was commonly afcribed to a principle frill more virtuous and 
more honourable. 
R~cHARD, that he might make atonement to one parent for his breach of duty 

to the other, immediately fent orders for releafing the ~een-dowager from the 
confinement in which fhe had been fo long detained t; and he entrufted her with 
the government of England, till his arrival in that kingdom. His bounty to his' 
brother John was rather profufe and imprudent. Befides beftowing on him the 
county of Mortaigne in Normandy, granting him a penfion of four thoufand 
marks a-year, and marrying him to Avifa, the daughter of the earl of Glocefter, 
by whom he inherited all the poffeffions of that opulent family; he increafed this 

'*- Hoveden, p. 655. Bened. Abb. p. 547· M. Pari8, p. 107. 
M. Paris, p. 107. Trivet, p. 97· Diceto, p. 646. Gervafe~ p. 1 547• 
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appanage, which the late. King had deftined him, by other extenfive grants and-' 
conceffions. He conferred on him the wlwle eftate of William Peverell, which. 
had efcheated to the crown:·· He put him in pQifeffibn of eight caftles, with all 
the forefts and honours annexed to them * : He delivered over to him no Iefs 
than fix earldoms, Cornwal, Devon, Somerfet; Nottingham, Dorfet, Lanca
fter and Derby t : And endeavouring, by favours, to fix that vicious· prince in his, 
duty, he. put it too much in. his power, whenever, he pleafed, to depart from. it. 

THE King, impelled more by the love of military glory than by fup_erftition, 
acted, from the beginning of his teign, as if the fole purpofe of his government: 
had been the relief of the holy land, and the recovery of Jetufalem from the Sa-. 
racens. This zeal againft infidels, being communicated to his fubjeCl:s, broke out. 
in London on the day of his coronation; and made them find a crufade Iefs dan
ge_rous, and. attended with more immediate profit. The prejudices of the age · 
had made the lending of money on intereft pafs by .. the. invidious name_of ufury; 
yet the neceffity of the practice had frill continued it, and the greateft part of that 
kind of dealing feU every where iflto ,th~ hands ,of the Jews ; who, being alreadY' 
i.flfamous on account of, their religion,. had no honour to lofe, and were apt . to 
exercife a profefiion, odious in itfelf, by every. kind of rigor, and even fome! 
~imes by rapine and extortion. The induftry .and frugality of, that people had: ' 
p.ut them in poffeffion"of all the rt;ady money, which the idlenefs and profufiont 
of the Engldh; as . well as of other European nations, enabled them to lend on;·· 
exorbitant and unequal- intereft • The, monki1h writers reprefent it as a great. ftain1· 
on the wife and equitable government .of Henr-y, that he· had carefully protected:· 
this infidel raceJrom all injuries and in fults;. but the zea·l of Richard afforded the· 
populace a pretence for exercifing their animofity ~againft them. The Ki.ng had; 
iffued a proclamation, pro~ibiting their app.ear.ance at. his coronation ; :but fome, 
of them, . pringing him large prefents from their nation, prefumed, in confidence. 
of that, merit,: to approach .. the halL in which he dined·;.. ·and being, difcovered, 
they were expofe.d to the infults and injuries· of the byftanders :j:. They took to~ 
flight;. the people purfqed them ; the rumor was fpread,. that the King had given .. 
orders to maifacre all the Jews ; .a command fo agreeable was executed in an in .. 
fran(on fuch as. fell into the hands of the populace ; .thofe who had kept at hornet 
were expofed to. eq4al danger ; the people, moved by rapacity and zeal, broke, 
into their houfes, which they plundered, after having murdered the owners; . 
where the Jews. barricadoed their doors, .and defended themfelves with vigour,. .. 

• l\11. Paris, p. 107. t Hoveden, P• 645! Bened. Abb, p, 5:i5• 577• W. Hemingo 
p. 5-18. Brompton, p. n78. Knyghton, p. 2401. t Hoveden, p. 657•. Bened. Abb,., 
l'· s6o. M.. Paris, P· JOS. Brompton, p. II s6. Knyghton, P· Z40I. 
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the rabble fet fire to the houfes, and made way thro' the flames to exercife their 
pillage and violence* ; the ufual licentioufnefs of London, which the fovereign 
power with difficulty reftrained, broke out with Jury, and cont:inued thefe out .. 
r-ages ; the houfes of the rich citizens, tho' Chriftians, were next attacked and 
plundered t; and wearigefs and fatiety at lafl: put an end to the diforder: Yet 
when. the King impowered 'Glanville, the jufticiaryc, to ·inquire into th12 authors 
of thefe crimes, the guilt was found to involve fo many of the moft confiderable 
iahabitants, that it was deemed more prudent to drop the profecution ; and very· 
few fuffered the punifhment due to this eno_nnity :j:. But the diforder ftopped not 
at London. The. inhabitants of the other cities of England, hearing of this exe~ 
cution of the Jews, imitated the barbarous example t1; and in York, five hundred 
of that nation, who had. retired into the caftJe. for fafety, and found themfelves un-. 
able to··defend ·the plaee,. murdered their own wives and chik1ren, threw the dead 
bodies over the walls upon the populace, and then fetting fire to the houfes, pe-.. 
rifued in the flames§. The gentry of the neighbourhood, who were all indebted 
to the Jews, ran .to the cathedral, where their. bonds· were kept, and made a fo!emn, 
honefire of the· papers before the altar+· . 

THE antient fituation of England, when the people poffeifed little riches and 
the public no credit, made it,impoffible for the fovereigns to bear the expences of 
a fteady or durable war, even on their frontiers ; much lefs could they find regu"~ 
lar·means for the fupport of fuch diftant expeditions as thofe into Palef!:ine, which, 
were more the refult of popular frenzy than of. faber reafon or deliberate policy. 
Richard, therefore, knew, that h<:! mufi: carry with him all the treafure.requifita 
for his enterprize, and that both the remotenefs ·of his own country and its po., 
verty .made it unable .to furnilh· ·him with thofe continued fupplies, which the exi
gencies of fo perilous a war muft neceffarily require. His father had left him a 
treafure of above an hundred thoufand marks * ; and the King, negligent of 
every intereft, but that of prefent glory, endeavoured to augment this fum by,
all eX'pedients, however- pernicious· to the public, or dangerous to royal autbo~ 
rity t: He put. to fale the revenues and manors of the crown ; the offices of 
greateft trllft and power, even thofe of foref!:er and fheriff, which antiently were 
fo important :j:, became venal; .the dignity of chief juf!:iciary, in whofe hands. 

• 'Ann. Waver!. P· I6J. Knyghton, p. Z40J. t Hoveden, P· 657· Bened. Abb. P· s6o;. 
M.' Paris, p. 1 o8. W. Heming. p. 51·+· ! Diceto, p. 647·· Knyghton, p. 2401. 

U Chron,deDunfl. P•H· Wykes,.p. 34·· W._Heming. p. 516. DieetO, p.651, 
§ Hoveden, f• 665. Bened. Abb. P· 586. M. Paris, p. III. + W. Heming. p. 518~ 
* Hoveden, p. 656. t Bened, Abb. p, 568. 
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was lodged the whole execution of the laws, was fold to Hugh de Puzas, bifhop 
of Durham, for a thoufand marks; the fame prelate bought the earldom of Nor
thumberland for his life*; many of the champions of rhe crofs, who had repented 
of their vow, purchafed the liberty of violating it; and Richard, who flood Ids 
in need of men.than money, readily, on thefe conditions, difpenfed with their at• 
tendance. Elated with the hopes of fame, which in that age attended no wars 
but thofe againft the infidels, he was blind to every other con!ideration ; and when 
fome of his wifer minifters objected againft this diffipation of the revenue and 
power of the crown, he replied, that,he would fell London itfelf, if he could find 
a putchafer t. Nothing indeed could be a ftronger proof how negligent he was of 
all future interefts in comparifon of the crufade, than his felling, for fo fmall a fum 
as Io,coo marks, the vaffalage of Scotland, together with the fortreffes of Rex
borough and Berwic, the greateft acquifition which had been made by his father 
during the courfe of his victorious reign ; and his accepting the homage of William 
in the ufual terms, merely for the territories which that prince held in England :f:. 
Numerous exaCl:ions were pratl:ifed on the Englilh of all ranks and ftations : Me
naces were employed both againft the innocent and the guilty, in order to force 
money from' them : And where a pretence was wanting ag~inft the rich, the King 
obliged them, by the fear of his difpleafure, to lend him fums, which, he knew, 
it would never be in his po~er to repay. 

BuT Richard, tho' he facrificed every intereft and confideration to the fuccefs 
of this pious enterprize, carried fo little the appearance of fantl:ity in his conduct, 
that Fulk, curate of Neui!Jy, a zealous preacher of the crufade, who from that 
m~rit had acquired the privilege of fpeaking the boldefl: truths, advifed him co rid 
himfelf of his notorious vices, particularly his prige, avarice, and voluptuoufnefs, 
which he called the King's three favourite daughters. You codnfel well, replied 
Richard; and 1 hereby dijpofe of the firft to the 'Iemplars, of the fecond to the Bme
diflines, and of the third to nry prelates. 

RICHAR o, jealous of attempts which might be made on England during his 
abfence, laid prince John, as well as his natural brother Geoffrey, archbifhop of 
York, under engagements, confirmed by their oaths, that neither of them lhould 
enter that kingdom till his return ; tho' he tho.ught proper, before his departure, 
to withdraw this prohibition [!. The adminifl.ration was left in the hands of 
Hugh, bilhop of Durham, and of Longchamp, bifhop of Ely, whom heap
pointed jufiiciaries and guardians of the realm§. The latter was aN orman of 

* M. Paris, p. rc9. t W. Heming. p. 5 '9· Knyghton, p. 2402. t Hoveden, 
p. 6oz. Rymer, vol. 1. p. 64. M. Well. p. 257. II Hoveden, p. 664. Bened._Abb. p. 584. 
Brompton, p. 1171. § Hoveden, p.603. Bened.Abb. P·58+, M.Paris, p. no.-
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mean birth, and of a violent charaCter ; who by art and addrefs had infinuated 
himfelf into favour, whom 'Richard had created chancellor, and whom he had en
gaged the Pope alfo to inveft with the legatine authority, that, by centering every 
kind of power in his. perfon, he might the better enfure the public tranquillity *. 
All the military and turbulent fpirits flocked about the perfon of the King, and 
were impatient to difiinguifh themfelves againft the infidels in Afia; whither his 
inclinations, his engagements, led him, and whither he was impelled by meifages 
from the King of France, ready to embark in this enterprize t. 

THE Emperor Frederic; a prince of great fpirit and conduCt, had already taken 
the road to Paleftine at the head of 1 so,ooo men, colleCted from Germany and 
all the northern ftates; and having furmounted every obftacle thrown in his way 
by the artifices of the Greeks and the power of the. infidels, had penetrated to the 
borders of Syria; when, bathing in the cold river Cydnus, during the greareft 
heat of the fummer-feafon, he was feized with a mortal difiemper, which put an 
end to his life and his rafh enterprize :j:. His army under the command of his fon 
Conrade, reached Paleftine ; but was fo diminilhed by fatigue, f<lmine, maladies, 
and the fword, that it fcarce amounted to eight thoufand men; and was infufficient 
to make any progrefs againfl: the great power, valour, and conduCt: of Saladin. 
Thefe reiterated calamities, attending the crufades, had taught the Kings of France 
and England the neceflity of trying another road to the holy land ; arxf they de
termined to conduct their armies thither by fea, to carry provifions along with 
them, and by means of their naval power to maintain an open communication with 
their own ftates, and with the weftern parts of Emope. The firf1: place_ of ren
dezvous was appointed in the plains of Vezelay, on the borders of Burgundy 11; 
and Philip and Richard, on their arrival there, found their armies amount to 
Ioo,ooo men §; an invincible force, animated with glory and religion, conduCt-
ed by two warlike monarchs, provided with every thing which their feveral domi-
nions could afford, and not to be overcome but by their own mifcondutl:, or by 
the un:urmountable obfiacles of nature. 

Chap. X. 
II89. 

rrgo. 
29th June. 

THE French prince and the Engli!h here reiterated their promifes of mutual King fets out 

friendihip, pledged their {,;irh n, t to invade each other's dominions during the, on the cru

crufade, exchanged tbe oaths of all their barons and prelates to the fame effect, fade. 

and fubjected themfelves to the penalty of interditts and excommunications, if 
they ihould ever violate this public aud folemn engagement+· They then fepa-

* Roved n, p. 665, 702. Bened. Abb. p. 585. 
Rymer, vol. 1. p. 63. t Bened. Abb. p. s 66. 
p. 305. + Hoveden, p. 664. Beoed, Abb. p. 523· 
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Chap. X. rated; Philip took the road to Genoa, Richard that to Marfeilles, with a view of 
ngo. meeting their fleets, which were feverally appointed to rendezvous in thefe har-

bours*. They put to fea; and nearly about the fame time, were obliged, by 
~4th Septem. ftrefs of weather, to take fhe!ter in Meffina, where they were detained during the 

whole winter. This event laid the foundation of animofities, which proved fatal 
to their enterprize. 

· 'TranfaEtions 
~in Sicily. 

-RICHARD and Philip were, by the fituation and extent of their dominions, ri-
-vals in power ; by their age and inclinations, competitors for glory ; and thefe 
caufes of emulation, which, had the princes been employed 'in the field againft 
the common enemy, might have ftimulated them to martial enterprizes, foon 
excited, during the prefent leifure and repofe, quarrels between monarchs of fuch 
a ·fiery charaCter. Equally haughty, ambitious, intrepid, and inflexible·; they 
were irritated with the Jeaft appearance of injury, and were incapable, by mutual 
.condef.cenfions, ·to efface thofe caufes of complaint, which unavoidably arofe be
tween them. Ri-chard, candid, fincere, undefigning, impolitic, violent, laid 
himfelf open, on every occafion, to the defigns of his antagonift ; who, provi
dent, interefted, deceitful, failed not to take all advantages againfi: him : And 
thus, both the circumfrances of their difpofition in which they were fimilar, and 
thofe in which they differed, rendered it impolllble for them to perfevere in that 
harmony, which was fo effential to the fuccefs of their undertaking. 

THE lafl: King of Siciiy and Naples was William II. who had married Joan, 
Jlfter .to Rich.ard, and who, dying without iffue, had bequeathed his dominions to 
his paternal aunt, Confl:antia, the only legitimate offspring furviving of Roger, 
the firft fovereign of thofe ftates who had been honoured with the royal title. 
This princefs had, in expectation of that rich inheritance, been married to Hen
ry VI. the prefent Emperor t; but Tancred, her natural brother, had fixed 
fuch an :intereft among the barons, tha,t, taking advantage of Henry's abfence, 
he had acquired poifeffion of the throne, and maintained his claim, by force of 
arms, againft all the efforts of the Germans :j:. The approach of the crufaders 
naturally gave him apprehenfions for his unftable government; and he was un
certain, whether he had moft reafon to dread the prefence of the French or of the 
Englifh monarch. Philip was engaged in ftri& alliance with the Emperor, his 

-competitor: Richard was difgufted by his rigors towards the ~een-dowager, 
whom the Sicilian prince had confined in Palermo ; becaufe the had oppofed with 
all her interefi: his fucceilion to the crown. Tancred, therefore, fenfible of th.e 

• Hoveden, p. 666. Bened. Abb. p. 590. M. Paris, p. 112. Diceto, p. 6os.• 
;t Bened. Abb. p. s8o. t Hoveden, P• 66;. 
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prefent neceffity, refolved to pay court to both thefe formidable princes ; and he Chap. X. 

was not unfuccefsful in his endeavours. He perfuaded Philip that it was highly 119°· 

improper for him to interrupt his enterprize againft the infidels, by any attempt 
againft a Chriftian prince : He refrored ~een Joan to her liberty ; and even 
found means to make an alliance with Richard, who ftipulated by treaty to marry 
his nephew, Arthur, the young duke of Brittany, to one of the daughters of 
Tancred *. But before thefe terms of friendfhip were agreed on, Richard, jea-
lous both of Tancred and of the inhabitants of Meffina, had taken up his quarters 
in the fuburbs, and had poifeifed himfelf of a fmall fort, which commanded the 
harbour ; and he remained extremely on his guard againft their enterprizes. The 
citizens took umbrage: Mutual infults ·and attacks paifed between them and the 3d October. 

Englilh : Philip, who had quartered his troops in the town, endeavoured to ac
commodate the quarrel, and held a conference with Richard for that purpofe. 
While the two "Kings, meeting in the open fields, were engaged in difcourfe on 4-th October. 

this fubjeB:, a body of thefe Sicilians feemed to be drawing towards them ; and 
Richard pufhed forwards, in order to inquire into the reafon of this extraordinary 
movement t. The Englifb, infolent from their power, and inflamed with former 
animofities, wanted but a pretence for attacking the Meffinefe; and they foon 
chafed them from the field, drove them into the town, and entered with them at 
the gates. The King employed his au~hority to reftrain them from pillaging and 
maifacring the defencelefs inhabitants ; but he gave orders, in token of his victory, 
that the ftandard of England ihould be ereB:ed on the walls. Philip, who con-
fidered that place as his quarters, exclaimed againft the infult, and ordered fame 
of his troops to pull down the ftandard : But Richard informed him by a me1fen 4 

ger, that tho' he himfelf would willingly remove that groundof offence, he would 
not permit it to be done by others~ and if the French King attempted fuch an in-
fult upon him, he ihould not fucceed but by the utmoft effufion of blood. Phi-
lip,. contented with this fpecies of haughty fubmifiion, recalled his orders :j:. The 
difference was feemingly accommodated ; but left ftill the remains of rancour and 
jealoufy in the breaft of the two monarchs. 

T ANCRED, who, for his own fecurity, de fired to inflame their mutual hatred, 
praClifed an artifice, which might have been attended with confequences fl:ill more 
fatal. He ihowed Richard a letter, figned by the French King, and delivered 
him, as he pretendea, by the duke of Burgundy ; in which that monarch de
fired Tancred to fall upon the quarters of the Englilh, and promifed to affifl: 

* Hoveden, p. 676, 677. Bened. Abb, p. 6r_s. 
! Hoveden, p.674· 
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Chap. x. him in putting them to the fword, as common enemies. The unwary Richard: 
1 '91. gave credit to the information ; but was too candid not to betray his difcontent 

to Philip, who abfolutely denied the letter, and charged the Sicilian prince with 
forgery and falfehood. Richard either was, or pretended to be, entirely fatisfied *. 

LEST thefe jealoufles and complaints fhould multiply between them, it was pro
pofed, that, by a folemn treaty, they 1bould cut off the root of all future differen-
ces, and adjuft every point which could poffibly hereafter become a controverfy 
between them. But this expedient ftarted a new difpute, whiCh might have prov-
ed more dangerous than any of the foregoing, and which deeply concerned the
honour of Philip's family. When Richard, in every treaty with Henry. H. in
fifted fo ftrenuoully on being allowed to marry Alice of France, he had only 
fought a pretence for quarrelling ; and never meant to take into his bed a princefs 
fufpe&ed of a criminal amour with his own father.. After he became mafter, he 
no longer talked of com pleating that alliance : He even. took meafures for efpou .. 
fing Berengaria, daughter of Sanchez, King of Navarre,._ with whom he had be
come enamoured during his abode in Guienne t : ~een Eleanor was daily expec
ted with that princefs at Meffina :j:: And when Philip renewed to him his applica~ 
tions for efpoufing his fifter Alice,. Richard was obliged to give him an abfolute 

I 
refufal. It is pretended by Hoveden and other hifrorians IJ, that he was able to 
produce fuch convincing proofs of Alice's infidelity, and even of her having born. 
a child to Henry, that her brother- defifted from his applications, and chafe to 
wrap up the difhonour of his family in filence and oblivion. It is certain, ftom 
the treaty itfelf, which yet remains§, that, whatever were his motives, he per• 
mitted Richard to give his hand to Berengaria ; and having fettled all other con·
troverfies with that prince, he immediately fet fail for the holy land. Richard 
awaited fome time the arrival of his mother and- bride; and when,theyjoined him,. 
he feparated his fleet into two fquadrons, and fet forward on his enterprize. ~een. 
Eleanor returned to England ; but Berengaria, and the OE:een-dowager of Sicily,._ 
his fifter, attended him on the expedition+· 

uth April. THE Englifb fleet, on leaving the port of Meffina, met with a f\,lrious tempeft;: 
and the fquadron, on which the two princeffes were embarked, was drove on the 
coaft of Cyprus, and fome of the vel.fels were wrecked near Limiffo in thatilland •. 
Haac, prince of Cyprus, who affumed the magnificent title of Emperor, pillaged
the fhips that were ftranded, threw the feamen and paffengers into prifon, and 
even refufed to the princdfes liberty, in their dangerous · fituation, of entering. 

• Hoveden, p. 688. Bened. Abb. p. 642, 643. Brompton, p. 1195; t Vinifauf, p. 316• 
t M. Paris, f• 112. Trivet, p. 102. W. Heming. p. 519. II Hoveden, p; 688. 
§ Rymer, vol. 1. P· f 9· Chron. de Dunft. p. 44· + Bened. Abb. p. 644. 
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the harbour of Limilfo *. But Richard, who arrived foon after, took ample Chap. x. 
vengeance on him for the injury. He difembarked his troops; defeated the ty- II

9'· 

rant, who oppofed his landing ; entered Limilfo by ftorm; gained next day a 
fecond victory ; obliged lfaac to furrender at difcretion; and eftablilhed governors 
,over the Hland t. The Greek prince, being thrown into prifon and loaded with 
irons, complained . of the little regard with which he was treated : Upon which, 
Richard ordered filver fetters to be made for him ; and this Emperor, pleafed 
with the difiinction, exprelfed a fenfe of the generality of his conqueror :j:. The 
King here efpoufed Berengaria 11, who, immediately embarking, carried along 1zth May. 

with her to Paleftine the daughter of the Cypriot prince ; a dangerous rival, 
who was believed to have feduced the affections of her hu:!band. Such were 
the libertine charaCter and conduct of the heroes engaged in this pious enter-
prize! 

THE Englilh army arrived in time to partake in the glory of the liege of Acre The King's 

,or Ptolemais, which had been attacked for above two years by the united force of arrival in P.a

all the chriftians in Paleftine, and had been defended by the utmoft efforts of Sala- ldbne. 

din and the Saracens. The remains of the German army, conducted by the Em-
peror Frederic, and the feparate bodies of adventurers, who continually poured in 
from the weft, had enabled the King of Jerufalem to form this important enterQ 
prize§: But Saladin, having thrown a ftrong garrifon into the place under the 
command of Caracas+, his own mafter in the art of war, and molefting the be-
fiegers with continual attacks and inroads, had protracted the fuccefs of the en-
:t.erprize, and wafted the force of his enemies. The arrival of Philip and Ri-
chard infpired new life into the Chriftians ; and thefe princes, aCting by concert~ 
and 1haring the honour and danger of every aCl:ion, gave hopes of a final victory 
-over the infidels. They agreed on this plan of operations : When the French 
monarch attacked the town, the Englilh guarded the trenches : Next day, when 
the Englilh prince conducted the alfault, the French fucceeded him in providing 
for the fafety of the alfailants. The emulation between thefe rival Kings and rival 
nations produced extraordinary acts of valour ; and Richard in particula~:, ani-
mated with a more precipitate courage than Philip, and more agreeable to the 
romantic fpirit of that age, drew to himfelf the attention of all the world, and ac-
quired a great and fplendid reputation. But this harmony was of very ihort du-

* Vinifauf, p. 319, 320. W, Heming. p. 523, t Bened, Abb. F· 645· Trivet, p. 103. 
t Bened. Abb. p. 650. Ann. Waverl. p. 164. Vinifauf, p. 328. W. Heming. p. 523· 
11 Hoveden, p. 69z. Bened. Abb. p. 650. Knyghton, p. 2404. § Vinifauf~ p. 269, 
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ration ; and occafions of difcord foon arofe between thefe jealous and· haughty 
pnnces. 

THE family of Boulogne, which had been fir.fr placed on the throne of Jerur 
falem, ending in a female, Fulk, count of Anjou, grandfather to Henry II. of 
England, married the heirefs of that kingdom, and tranfmitted his title to the 
younger branches o£ his family. The Anjevin race, ending alfo in a female, 
Guy de Lufignan, by efpoufing Sibylla, the heirefs, had fucceeded to the title; 
and though he loft his kingdom by the invafion of Saladin, he was ftill acknow .. 
ledged by all the Chriftians for King of Jerufalem.*. But. as Sibylla.died without 
iffut>, during the fiege of Acre, Ifabella, her younger fifter, put in her claim to 
that titular kingdom, and required Lufignan to refign his pretenfions to her huf .. 
band Conrade, marquis of Montferrat. Lufignan, maintaining that the royal 
title was unalienable and indefeazable, had recot!lrfe to the protection of Richard, 
attended on him before he left Cyprus, and engaged him to embrace his. caufe t~. 
There. needed no. other reafon for throwing Philip into the party. of Conrade ; and 
the oppofite views of thefe great monarchs brought faction apd diffention into the 
Chriftian army, and retarded all its operations t· The. Templars1. the Genoefe, 
and the Germans, declared for Philip and Conrade ; the Flemings, the Pifahs, 
the knights of the hofpital of St. John, adhered to Richard and Lufignan. But 
notwithfi:anding thefe difputes,. as the length of the fiege had reduced the Saracen 
garrifon to the laft extremity, they furrendered themfelves prifoners ofwar; fti
pulated, for the faving their lives, other advantages, to the chriftians 11, fuch as 
the refi:oring of prifoners, and the delivery of the wood of the true crofs § ; and 
this great enterprize,. which had long engaged the attention of all Europe and 
Afia, was at laft, after the lofs of 3oo,ooo men, brought to a happy period •. 

BuT Philip, inftead of purfuing.the hopes of farther conquefts, and redeeming 
the holy city from !lavery, being difgufted with the afcendant affumed· and ac
quired by Richard, and having views of many. advantages, which.he might reap 
by his prefence in Europe, declared his refoJution of returning· into France; and· 
he pleaded his bad ftate of health as an excufe for his defertion of the common 
caufe +· He left, however, to Richard ten thoufand of his troops:, under the 
command of the duke of Burgundy; and he renewed his oath nJ:ver to commence 
hoftilities· againft, that prince's dominions during his abfence. But he had n.o 
fooner reached Italy than he applied to Pope Celefiine III. for a difpenfation. 

* Vinifauf, p .. 281. t Trivet, P• 104. Vinifauf, p. 342. W. Heming. p. 524· 
t Hoveden, p. 693· M. Paris, p. 115. W. Heming. p. 524· Knyghtoo, p. 2405. 
II Hoveden, p. 695• M. Paris, p. 115. § Vinifauf, p. 341. 
--} Bened. Abb. p. 667. Vinifauf, p. 343· W. Heming. p. 527• Knyghton, P• 2405. 
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from this vow * ; and when denied that requefl:7 ,he frill proceeded, tho' after a Chap, x. 
more covert manner, in a projeB:, which the prefent fituatlon of England render,.. 11 91 • 

ed fo- inviting, and which gratified, in fo eminent a degree, both his refentment 
and his ambition. 

IMMEDIATELY after Richard had left England,.. and begun his march to the Diforders in 
holy land, the two prelates, whom he had appoint~d guardians of the realm, England.· 

broke out into the fierceft animofities againft each other, and threw the whole 
kingdom into combuftion. Longchamp, pt'efumptuGus in his nature,. elated by 
the favour of his mafrer, and armed with the legatine commiffion, could not fub .. 
mit to an equality with the bifhop of Durham ; and even went fo far as to arreft 
the perfon of his colleague, and to extort from him a refignation of the earldom 
of Northumberland, and of his other dignities, as the price of his liberty t,. 
The King informed of thefe diffenfions, ordered, by letters from Marfeilles, 
that' the bifhop fhould be reinftated in all his offices ; but Longchamp. had ftil.l 
the boldnefs to refufe compliance, on pretence that he himfelf was better ac-
quainted with the King's fecret intentions :j:. He proceeded frill to govern the 
kingd_om by his fole authority ; to treat all the nobility with the greateft arro,.. 
gance; and to difplay his power and riches with an invidious ofientation. He 
never travelled without a ftrong guard of fifteen hundred foreign foldiers, colp 
JeB:ed from that licentious tribe with which the age was generally infefted 11 : 

Nobles and knights were proud of being admitted into his train§ ::His retinue 
wore the afpeB: of royal magnificence : And when, in his progrefs through the 
kingdom, he lodged in any monaftery, his attendants-, it is faid~ were fufficient 
to devour, in one night, the revenue of feveral years+· The King, who was 
detained in Europe longer than the haughty prelate expeCted, hearing of this 
oftentation, which exceeded even what the habits of that age indulged to ecclefi
aftics ; being alfo informed of the infolent, tyrannical conduB: of his minifter ; .. 
thought proper to reftrain his exorbitant power ;. and he fent new orders, ap
pointing Walter arch biihop of Rolien, William Marefhal earl of Strigul~ Geof- . 
frey Fitz- Peter~ William Briewere, and Hugh Bardolf, counfellors, to Long
champ, and commanding him to take no meafures of importance without their 
concurrence and approbation *. But fuch general terror had this man imprelfed 
by his violent conduB:, that even the archbiihop of Roi.len and the earl of Strigul 
durft not produce this mandate of the King; and Longchamp frill maintained an 

• Bened. Abb. p. 720. W. Heming. p. 527. Brompton, p. uu. t Hoveden, p. 665. 
K~yghton, P· 240J. t w. Heming. P· sz8. II Hoveden, P· ?OZ. 

§ M. Paris, p. 114. W. Heming. p. sz8. + Hoveden, p. 68o. Bened. Abb. p. 6z6, 
700. Brompton, p.·II93• *' Hoveden; p. 687. Bened. Abb. p. 64o. Diceto, p. 659. 
B[omp~on, p~ Il9f·. 
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Chap. X. · uncontrouled authority over the nation *. But when he proceeded fo far as to 
11 91

• throw into prifon Geoffrey archbiihop of York, who had •oppofed his meafures t, 
this breach of ecclefiaftical privileges excited fuch an univerfal ferment, that prince 
John, difgufted with the fmall fhare he polfelfed :in the government, and perfon
ally difobliged by Longchamp, ventured to Jummon at Reading a general coun
cil of the nobility and prelates, and cite him··to appear before them. Longchamp
thought it dangerous to enrruft his ~perfon in their hands, and he fhut himfelf up 
in the tower of London :1: : But being foon obliged to furrender that fortrefs, he 
fled beyond fea, concealed under a female habit, and was deprived of his offices 
of chancellor and chief jufticiary ; the laft of which was conferred on the arch
·bifhop of Roiien, a prelate ,of great prudence and moderation II· The office of 
legate, however, which had been renewed to Longchamp by Pope Celeftine, frill 
gave him, notwithftanding his abfence, great authority in the kingdom, enabled 
him to difturb the government, and forwarded the views of Philip, who watched 
every opportunity of annoying Richard's dominions. -That monarch firft attempt .. 

·txgz. ed to carry open war into Normandy; but as the French nobility refufed to follow 
him in an invafion of a ftate which they had fworn to protect, and as the Pope, 
who was the general guardian of aU princes that had taken the crofs, threatened 
him with ecclefiaftical cenfures, he defifted from his enterprize, and employed a
gainft England the expedient of fecret policy and intrigue. He deqauched prince 
John from his allegiance; promifed him his fifter Alice in marriage ; offered to 
give him polfeffion of all Richa-rd's tranfmarine dominions; and had not the au
thority of ~een Eleanor, and the menaces -of the Englifh council prevailed over 
the inclinations of that turbulent prince, he was ready to have crolfed the feas • 
. .and to have put in execution his criminal enterprizes. 

The King's ·THE jealoufy of P·hilip was every moment excited by the glory which the he 
~erpoic1 aft~ions roic a:Cl;ions of Richard were gaining him in the Eaft, and which, being· com-
In a e me. . . f 1 fc h pared to hls own deferuon o that popu ar cau e, t rew a double luftre on his ri-

val. His envy,, therefore, prompted him to obfcure that fame, which he had 
not equalled ; and he embraced every pretence of throwing the moft violent and 
moft improbable calumnies on the King of England. There was a petty prince 
in Alia, commonly called 'I he old man of the mountain, who had acquired fuch 
an afcendant over his fanatical fubjeCl:s, that they paid the moft implicit deference 
to all his commands ; efteemed alfaffination meritorious, when fanEtified by his 
.mandate; courted danger, and even certain death, in the execution of his orders; 

• Hoveden, p. 687. t Hoveden, p. 701. Bened. Abb. p. 697• W. Heming. p. 529. 
:t: Ben-ed. Abb. p. 698. M. Paris, p. I 17. W. Heming. p. 530. Brompton, p. uz6. 
U W. Heming. p. 530. 
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and fancied, that where they facrificed their lives for his fake, the higheft joys 
of paradife were the infallible reward of their devoted obedience*. It was the 
cuftom of this prince, w-hen he imagined himfelfinjured, to difpatch fecretly fome 
ofhis fubjecrs a.gainft the aggre!for, to charge them with the execution of his re
venge, to inftruct them in every art of difguifing their purpofe; and no precau
tion was fufficient to guard any man, however powerful, againH the attempts of 
thefe fubtle and determined ruffians. The greateft. monarchs fl:ood in awe of this 
p,rince of the affaffins, (for that was the name of his people; whence the word 
has been transferred into moft European languages) and it. was the higheft indif~ 
cretion of Conrade, marquis 'OfMontferrat, to offend and affront him. The in
habitants of Tyre, who were governed by that nobleman, had put to death fome 
of this dangerous people : The prince demanded fatisfaCl:ion ; for as he piqued 
himfe!f on never beginning. any offence t,. he, had his regular and eftablifhed for~ . 
rnalities in requiring atonement : · Conrade treatecl his meffcngers with difdain: 
The prince ilfued his fatal orders: Two of his fubj~cts, who had infinuated them-. 
felves in difguife ·among Conrade's guards, openly, in the ftreets of Sidon, put 
him to death ; and when they were feized and condemned to the rnoft cruel tor
tures,. they triumphed amidft · their agonies, and rejoiced that they had been de
ftined by heaven to fuffer in fo juft and meritorious a caufe. 

EvER v one in Paleftine knew from what hand the blow carne. Richard was 
entirely free from fufpicion. Though that monarch had formerly.maintained the 
caufe ofLufignan againft Conrade, he had become fenfible ofthe bad effeCts attend
ing thefe dilfenfions, and had voluntarily conferred on the former the kingdom of 
Cyprus, on condition that he fhould refign to his rival all, pretenfions to the crown 
of Jerufalem :f:. Conrade hi.mfelf, with his .. dying breath, had recommeuded his 
widow to the protecrion of Richard 11 ; .. the prince. of the affaffins avowed the ac
tion in a formal narrative which he fent to Europe §; yet, on this foundation, the 
King of France thought fit to build the moft egregious calumnies, and to impute 
to Richard the murder of the marquis of Montferrat, whofe .elevation h~ had once 
openly oppofed. He. filled ali Europe with exclamations againft the crime ; ap
pointed a guard to his own perfon, in order to defend himfelf againft a like at
tempt + ; and endeavoured, . by thefe fhallow artifices, to cover the infamy of at
tacking the dominions of a prince, whom he himfelf had deferted, and who was 
engaged with fo much glory in a war, univerfally acknowledged to be the com- . 
mon caufe of Chriftendom. 

* W. Heming. p. SF· Brompton, p. 1243. f Rymer, vol. 1. p. 7 I. t ViriifaDf, 
p. 391. II Brompton, p· IZ43• 
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Chap. x. BuT Richard's heroic actions in Palefrine were the belt apology for his conduCt. 
11

9
2

• The chriftian adventurers under his command determined, on opening the cam-
paign, to attempt the fiege of Afcalon, in order to prepare the way for that of Je
rufalem; and they marched along the fea-coalt with that intention. Saladin pro
pofed to intercept their paffage ; and he placed himfelf on the road with an army, 
amounting to 3oo,ooo combatants. On this occafion was fought one of the 
greateft battles of that age; and the moft celebrated, for the military genius of the 
commanders, for the number and valour of the troops, and for the great variety 
of events which attended it. Both the right wing of the Chriftians, commanded 
by d'Avefnes, and the left, headed by the duke of Burgundy, were, in the be
ginning of the day, broken and defeated; when Richard, who led on the main 
body, reltored the battle; attacked the enemy with admirable intrepidity and 
prefence of mind; performed the part both of a confummate general and gallant 
foldier; and not only gave his two wings leifure to recover from their confufion, 
but obtained .a compleat viCtory over the Saracens, of whom forty thoufand are 
faid to have perifhed in the field *. Afcalon foon after fell into the hands of the 
Chriftians : Other fieges were carried on with fuccefs : Richard was even able to 
advance within fight of J erufalem, the object of all his enterprizes ; when he 
had the mortification to find, that he muft abandon all hopes of immediate fuc
cefs, and mufl: put a ftop to his career of victory. The crufaders, animated with 
an enthufiaftic ardor for the holy wars, broke at firft thro' all regards to fafety 
or intereft in the profecution of their purpofe ; and trufting to the immediate 
~mftance of heaven, fet nothing before their eyes but fame and victory in this 
:world, and a crown of glory in the next. But long abfence from home, fatigue, 
difeafe, want, and the varieties of fuccefs whi<:h naturally attend war, had gra-

. .dually abated that fury, which nothing was able directly to withftand ; and every 
one, except the King of England, expreffed a defire of fpeedily returning into 
Europe. The Germans and the Italians declared their refolution of defifting 
from the enterprize : The French were frill more obfl:inate in this purpofe : The 
duke of Burgundy, in order to pay court to Philip, took all opportunities of 
mortifying and oppofing Richardt: And there appeared an abfolute neceffity of 
abandoning for the prefent all hopes of farther conqueft, and of fecuring the acqui
ficions of the Chriftians by an accommodation with Saladin. Richard, therefore, 
concluded a truce with that monarch ; and fiipulated, that Acre, Joppa, and o
ther feaport towns of Paltftine, ihould remain in the hands of the Chriflians, and 
that every one of that religion fhould have liberty to perform his pilgrimage 

~· Hoveden, p. 698. .B~ned. Abb. p. 677. Dice to, p. 662. Brompton, p. 121 4• 
t Vinifauf, p. 380. 

to 



R I c H A R D I. 345 

to Jerufalem unmolelted * This truce was concluded for three years, three Chap. x 
months, three weeks, three days, and three hours; a magical number, which 1 19"· 

had probably been devifed by the Europeans, and which was fuggefted by a lu
perftition well fuited to the object of the war. 

THE liberty in which Saladin indulged the Chrifrians, to perform their pilgri· 
mages to Jerufalem, was an eafy facrifice on his part; and the furious wars, which 
he waged in defence of the barren territory of Judea, were not with him, as with 
the European adventurers, the refult of fuperftition, but of policy. The advantage 
indeed of fcience, moderation, humanity, was at that time entirely on the fide of 
the Saracens; and this gallant emperor, in particular, dirp!ayed, during the courfe 
of the war, a fpiric a111d generofity, which even his bigotted enemies were obliged 
to acknowledge and admire. Richard, e_qual!y martial and brave, carried with 
him more of the barbarian character; and was guilty of acl:s cf ferocity, which 
throw a ftJin on his celebrated viCtories. When Saladin refufed to ratify the ca
pitulation of Acre, the King of England ordered all his prifoners, to the number 
of five thoufand, to be butchered; and the Saracens found themfelves obliged 
to retaliate upon the Chriftians by a like cruelty t. Saladin died at Damafcus 
foon af(er the conclufion of the truce with the princes of the crufade; and it is 
memorable, that, before he expired, he ordered his winding-lheet to be carried as a 
·fiandard thro' every fl:reet of the city; while a crier went before, and proclaimed 
with a loud voice, q-his is all that remains to the mighty Saladin, the conqueror of thB 
Eaft. By his lafl: will, he ordered charities to be diftributed to the poor, witho:..t 
<liftinction of Jew, Chrifl:ian, or Mahometan. 

THERE remained, after the truce, no bufinefs of importance to detain Richard The KinQ's 

in Paleftine; and the intellig.ence which he received, of the intrigues of his bro- return frO"m 

ther John, and of the King of France, made him fenfible, that his prefence was l:'aldline. 

neceifary il) Europe :j:. As he dared not to pafs thro' France, he failed to the 

Adriatic: and being l.hipwrecked near Aquileia, he put on the difguife of a pil-
grim, with a purpofe of taking his journey fecretly thro' Germany. Purfued by 
the governor of Iftria 11, he was forced out of the direct road to England, and 
was obliged to pafs by Vienna; where his expences and liberalities betrayed the 

monarch in the habit of the pilgrim ; and he was arrefted by orders of Leopold, zothDecemb • 

.duke of Auftria §. This prince had ferved uncer Richard at the fiege of Acre ; 
1193· 

but being difgufted by fome infulc. of this haughty monarch, he was f.o ungene-
rous as to fdze the prefent opporrunity of gratifying at once his avarice and re-

.. Trivet, p. 123. t Hoveden, p. 697· Ber.ed, Abb. p. 673. M. Paris, p. 115'• Vini-
Jauf, p. 346. W. Heming. p. 53 1. :1: Brompton, p. 1 24 3. jj Rymer, vol. i. p. 70. 
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venge; and he threw the King into prifon *. The Emperor, Henry VI. who 
alfo confidered Richard as an enemy, on account of the alliance contracted by 
him with Tancred, King of Sicily, dlfpatched meifengers to the duke of Auftria, 
required the royal prifoner to be delivered to him, and ftipulated a large fum of 
money as a reward for this fervice t. Thus, the Kir1g of England, who h1d 
filled the whole world with his renown and glory, found himfelf, during the 
rnoft critical ftate of his a!fairs, 'confined to a dungeon, and loaded with irons, 
in the heart of Germany :j:, and entirely at the mercy of his enemies,. the bafefr 
and moft fordid of mankind. 

THE EBglilh council were aftonifhed on receiving this fatal intelligence; and 
forefaw all the dangerous confequences, which might naturally arife from that 
event. The QEeen-dowager wrote reiterated letters to Pope Celeftine; exclaim
ing againf.l: the injury which her fon had fuftained, reprefenting the impiety of 
detaining in prifon the moft illuftrious prince. who had yet carried the banners of 
Chrift into the holy land; claiming the proteCtion of the apoftolic fee, which 
was due even to the meaneft of thefe adventurers; and upbrai,:ing the Pope, that in 
a caufe wh€re juftice, religion, and the dignity of the church, were fo much con
(lerned ; a caufe, which it might well befit his Holinefs himfelf to fupport by tak
ing in perfon a journey into Germany, the fpiritual thunders ihould be f0 long 
fufpended over thefe facrilegious offenders II· The zeal of Celeftine corrtfponded 
not to the impatience of the ~een-mother; and the regency of England wEre, 
for a long time, left to ftruggle by themfelves, with all their domeftic and fo
reign enemies. 

War with THE King of France, quickly informed of Richard's confinement by a mef.: 
Erante. fage from the Emperor§, prepared himfelf to take advantage of that incident ; 

and he employed every means of force and intrigue, of war and negotiatiorr, 
againft the dominions and the perfon of his unfortunate rival. He revived the 
calumny of Richard's affaffinaring the marquis of Montfe>rrat; and by that ab
furd pretence, he inchwed his barons to violate their oaths, by which they had 
engaged, that, during the crufade, they never would, on any account, attack 
the dom1nions of the Ki.og of England -f-. He made the Emperor the largeft 
offers, if ht> would deliver into his hand the royal prifoner, or at leaft d tain 
him in p(·rpt·tual captivity ; and he even formed an alliance by marriage with the 
King of 0enrnMk, defired that the antient Danilh. claim. to the crown. of England 

• M. PariS>,,p. 118. w. Heming. P· 53'· Bromp~on, P· IZSO• t M; Weft. P· zs8. 
t· (~h,on. T. Wykes, p. 35• II Rymer, vol. i. p. 72, 73, 74• 75, 76, &c. 
§ Rymer, vol, i. p. 70, + Hoveden, p. 717. Brompton, p. IZ44. 
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nwuld be transferred to him, and folicited a fupply of !hipping to maintain it '*, 
But the moft fuccefsful of Philip's negotiations !has with prince John, who, for
getting every tye to his brother, his fovereign, and his benefatl:or, thought of 
nothing but how to make his own advantage of the public calamities. That trai
tor, on the firft invitation from the court of France, fud lenly we 1t abroad, held a 
conference with Philip, and made a treaty, of which the objetl: was ·the perpe
tual ruin of his unhappy brother t. H~ ftipulated to deliver into Philip's hands 
a great part of Normandy :j:; and in return, he received the inveftiture of all 
Richard's tranfmarine dominions: ·and it is reported by feveral hitlorians, that 
he even did homage to the French King for the crown of England. 

IN confequence of this treaty, Philip invaded Normandy; and by the treachery 
of John's emiffaries, made himfelf matler, without oppofition, of many fortref
fts, Neuf chatel, Neaufle, Gifors, Pacey, Ivree II: He fubdued the counties of 
Eu and Aumale; and advancing to form the fiege of Koi.ien, he threatened to 
put all the inhabitants to the [word, if they dared lO make the leafl refiflancc: to 
his arms. Happily, Rob::rt earl of Leicefter appe~red in that critical moment; 
a gallant nobleman, who had acquired great honour during the crufade, and 
who being more fortunate than his mafter in finding his pa!fage homewards, took 
on him the command in Roiien, and exerted himfelf, by his prefence and ex
ample, to infufe courage into the difmayed Normans §. Philip was r_epuJf,:d in 
every attack ; the time of his valfals' fervice expired ; and he confentet;l to a (ruce 
with the En:..;lifh regency, received in return the promife of zo,ooo marks, and 
had four caflles put into his hands, as fecurity for the payment -!-· 

PRINCE John, who, with a view of increafing the general confulion, went 
over to England, was lefs fuccefsful in his enterprizes. He was only able to 
make himfelf mafrer of the cailles of Windfor and Wall:ngford; but when he 
arrived in London, and claimed the kingdom as heir to his brother, of whole 
death he pretended to have received certain intelligence, he was rejetl:ed by all 
the barons, and meafures were taken to oppore and fubdue him *. The juflici
aries, fupported by the general affeCtions of the people, provided fo well for the 
defence of the kingdom, that John was obliged, after fome fruitlefs etfons, to 
conclude a truce with them ; and before its expiration, he thought it prudent to 

rewrn into France, and he openly acknowledged h1s alliance with Philip t. 
• H0vtden, p_. 731. W. Heming. p. 53 3· Brompton, p. 1 z44. Knyghton, p. z-rc6. 
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MEANWHILE, the high fpirit of Richard fuff'ered in Germany every, kind of in
fulc and indignity. The French ambaffadors, in their maO:er's name renounced 
him as a vaffal to the crown of France, and declared all his fiefs to be forfeited 
to his liege-lord. The Emperor, that he might render him more impatient for 
the recovery of his liberty, and make him fubmit to the payment of a largel7 
ranfom, treated him with the greateft feveriry' and reduced him to a condition 
worfe than that of the meaneft malefaCtor. He was even produced before the 
diet of the empire at Worms, and accufed by Henry of many crimes and mifde
meanors "; of making an alliance with Tan.cred, the ufurper of Sicily~ of turn· 
ing the arms of the crufade againfl: a Chri(tian prince, and fubduing Cyprus; of 
a'"fronting the duke of Auftria before Acre ; of obftrutl:ing the progrefs of the 
Chriftian arms by his quarrels with the King of France; of affaffinating Conrade, 
marquis of Montferrat; and of concluding a truce with Saladin, and leaving 
J erufalem in the hands of the Saracen Emperor*. Richard, whofe fpirit was 
not broke by aH his misfortunes, and whofe .genius was rather rouzed by thefe 
frivolous or fcandalous imputations; after premifing, that his royal dignity ex
empted him from anfwering before any jnrifdiCtion, except that of heaven; yet 
condefcended, for the fake of his reputation, to jufl:ify his conduct before that 
great affembly. He obferved, that he had no hand in Tancred's elevation, 
and only concluded a treaty with a prince, whom he found in poffeffion of the 
throne: That the King, or rather tyrant of Cyprus, had provoked his indigna
tion by the moft ungenerous and unjuft proceedings;; and tho!> he chaftifed this 
aggreffor, he had not retarded a moment the progrefs of his chief enterprize: 
That if he had been at any time wanting in civility to the duke of Auftria, he had 
already been punifhed fufficiently for that fally of paffion; and it better became 
men, embarked together in fo holy a caufe, co forgive each other's infirmities, 
than to purfue a flight offence with fuch umelenting vengeance: That it had fuf· 
ficiently appeared by the event, whether the King of France or he was mofl: ze_a. 
]ous { r the conqueft of the holy land, and was moO: likely to facrifi:e private 
paffions and animofities to that great objetl: ! That if the whole tenor of his life
had not fuown him incapable of a bafe affdffination, and j.ufl:ified him from that 
imputation in the eyes of his very enemies, it was in vain for him, at prcfent, to 
make his apology, or plead the many irrefragable arguments, which he could 
produce in his own favour: And that, however he might regret the neceflity, he 
was fo far from being afhamed of his truce with Saladin, that he rather gloried 
in that event; and thought it extremely honorable, that, tho' abandoned by all 
the world, fupported only by his own courage and by the fmall remains of his 
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mtional troo;:s) he could yet obtain fuch conditions from the moft powerful and Chap. x .. 
moPe warlike Emperor that the Eafr had ever yet produced. Richard after thus 1 '93• 

deigning to apologize for his condu,~, burfr out into indignation at the cruel treat-
ment which he had met with; that he, the champion of the crofs, frill wearing 

. that honourable badge, fnoulo, c1fcer expending the blood and treafure of his fub
jetl:s in the common caufe of Chrifrendom, be intercepted by Chrifl:ian princes in 
his return to his own country, be thrown into a dungeon, be loaded with irons,. 
be obliged to plead his caufe, as if he were a fubjetl: and a malefaCtor; and what 
he ftill more regretted, be thereby prevented from making his preparations for a 
new crufade, which he projeCted, after the expiration of the truce, and from re
deeming the fepulchre· of Chrift, which had fo long been profaned by the domi
nion of the infidels. The fpirit and eloquence of Richard made fuch impreffion
on the German princes, that they exclaimed loudly againfr the conduCt of the 
Emperor; the Pope threatened ll.im with excommunication;· and Henry, who 
had hearkened to the propofals of the King of France and prince John, found 
that it would be impraCticable for him to execute his and their bafe purpofes, and 
detain the King of England any longer in captivity. He therefore concluded Th_e King's· 
with him a treaty for his ranfom,. and agreed to reftore him to his freedom for the dehvery. 

fum of I so,ooo marks, about 3oo,ooo pounds of our prefent money; of which 
Ioo,ooo marks was to be paid before he received his liberty, and llxty-feven ho-
ftages delivered for th..e remainder*. The Emperor, as if to glofs over the infa-
my of this tranfaCl:ion,. made at the fame time a prefent to Richard of the kingdom 
.of Arles, comprehending Provence, Dauphiny, Narbonne,. and other ftates, over 
which the empire had fame antiquated claims,. that the King very wifely negleCl:ed t. 

THE captivity of the fuperior lord was one of the cafes provided for by the 
feudal tenures ; and all the vaifals were in that event obliged co give an aid for· 
fl.is ranfom. Twenty fhillings were therefore levied on each knight's fee in Eng-· 
tand :j:; but as this money came in flowly, and was not fufficient for the imended· 
purpofe, the voluntary zeal of the people readily fupplied the defeCl: ll. The 
churches and rnonafreries melted down their plate, to the amount. of 30,000• 
marks~ the bi!hops, abbots, and nobles, paid a fourth of their yearly rent; the· 
parochial clergy contributed a tenth. of their tythes: And the requifite fum being 
thus colletl:ed, ~een Eleanor, and Walter arcbbifhop of Roiien,. fet out with· r 194'· 
it for Germany; paid the money to the Emperor and the duke of Auftria at 4-th February, 

Mentz; delivered them hoftages for the remainder; and freed. Richard from 

*' Hoveden, p. 728 .. M. P<-ris, p. 122, Diceto, p. 6~o-; 
t Hoveden, p. 7 3 2. t Hovcden, p. 7 z6, 7 3 1 •• 

Waver!. p. 164. W. Heming. P· 518 •. 

R yrner, val. i. p. 84. 
II M. Paris, p. 122. Ann •. 



King's return 
to England 
20th March. 

W3rwith 
France. 

H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

his captivity. His efcape was very critical. Henry had ·been detected in the af
faffination of the bifhop of Liege, and in an ,attempt of a like nature on the duke 
of Louvaine; and finding himielf extremely obnoxious to the German princes 
on account of thefe odious practices, he had determined to feek fupport from an 
alliance with the French King*; to detain Richard, the enerny of that prince. 
in _perpetual captivity; to keep in his hands the money which he had already re
ceived for his ranfom; and to extort new fums from Philip and prince John, who 
were very liberal in their offers to him t. He therefore gave orders that Richard 
fuould be purfued and arrefl:ed; but the King, making all imaginable hafl:e, had 

already embarked at the mouth of the Schelde, and was out of fight of land 
when the meffengers of the Emperor reached Antwerp. 

THE joy of the Englifh was extreme ·On the appearance of their monarch, 
who had fuffered fo many calamities, who had acquired fo much glory, and who 
had fpread the reputation of their name into the fartheil: Eaft, whither their fame 
had never before been able to extend :!:· He gave them~ foon after his arrival, 
an opportunity of difplaying publicly their exultation, by ordering himfelf to be 
~crowned anew at Winchefter; as if he intended, by that ceremony, to reinftate 
himfelf in his throne, and to wipe off the ignominy of his captivity IJ. Their 
fatisfaction was not even damped, when he declared his purpofe of making a 
.general refumption of thofe exorbitant grants, which he bad been neceffitated to 
agrte to before his departure for the holy land. The barons alfo, in a great 
council, forfeited, on account of his treafon, all prince John's poifeffions in 
England ; and they affifl:ed the King in reducing the fortreffes which ftiJI re
mained in the hands of his brother's adherents § : And Richard, having fettled 
every thing in England, paired over with an army into Normandy; being impa
tient to make war on Philip, and to revenge himfelf for the many injuries which 
he had received from that monarch+· So foon as Philip heard of the King's 
delivery from captivity, he wrote to his confederate, John, in thefe terms : 
CJ:ake care ·of yourfolf: 'Ihe de·cil is broke loofe *. 

'WHEN we confider two fuch powerful and martial monarchs, inflamed 'With 
perfonal.an·imofity to each other, enraged by mutual injuries, excited by rivallhip, 
impelled ·~y oppofite interefts, and inftigated by the pride and violence of their 
own te:mper; our curi6fity is naturally raifed, and we expeCt an ob11inate and fu
rious war, diftinguiilied .by the greateO: events, and conc;uded by fame remark~ 
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able cataftrophe. Yet are the incidents which attended thefe hoil:ilities fo frivo- Chap. X. 
lous, that fcarce any hiil:orian can entertain fuch a paffion for military defcripti-ons U9+ 

as to venture on a detail of them : A certain proof of the extreme weaknefs of 
princes in thofe ages, and of the little authority they poffeffed over their refraC!ory 
vaffals! The whole amount of the exploits on both fides is, the taking a cail:Ie,. 
the furprife of a {haggling party, a rencounter of horfe, which refembles morea 
rout than a battle. Richard obliged Philip to raife the liege of Verneiiil; he 
took Laches, a· fmall town in Anjou ; he made himfelf mafl:er of Beaumont, and 
fi)me other places of little confequence; and after thefe trivial exploits, the two 
Kings began already to hold conferences for an accommodation. Philip infifl:ed, 
that, if a general peace was concluded, the barons on each fide ihould be prohi-
bited from carrying on private wars againfl: each other: But Richard replied,. 
that this was a right claimed by his vaffals, and he could not debar them of it*. 
After this fruitlefs negotiation,. there enfued an aCtion between the French and 
Engiifh cavalry at Fretteval, in which the former were routed. And £he King of 
France's cartulary and records,. which commonly at that time attended his perfon, 
were taken t. Philip had his revenge for this defeat, by an advantage which he 
obtained before Vaudreiiil :. And a truce for a year was at laft, from mutual· 
weaknefs,. concluded between the two monarchs :1;. 

DuRING this war, prince John deferted Philip, threw himfelf at his brother~s 
feet, craved pardon for his offences, and by the interceffion of ~een Eleanor,. 
was received into favour 11. I forgive him, faid the King, and hope I jhall as eaji'ly 
f{)r_, et his injuries, as he willmy pardon. John was incapable even of returning to 
his duty, w.jthout committing a bafenefs. Be:f.ne he left Philip's pcirty, he in
vited to-dinner all the officers of the garrifon, which that prince had placed in the 
citadel of Evreu.x; he treacheroufJy maifacred them during the entertainment; 
fell, with the affifl:a,nce of the townfmen, on the garrifon, whom he put to the 
fword _; and then· delivered.up the place to his brother§. 

THE King of France was· the great objeCt of Richard's refentment and animo
fity: The conduct of his- brother John; as well as of the Emperor and ·duke of 
Auftria, had been fo bafe and mean, and was expofc d ro fu h general odium and 
reproach, that t 1 eKing deemed himfelf fufficiently rev·enged for their, injuries; 
and as it is impoffible to hate heartily a pe:,rfon whom ore dtfpifes, he fc:ems never 
to have e-ntertained any projdl: of vengeance againfr any of them. The duke of 
Aufl:ria, about this time, having crufhed his leg by the fall of his horfe at a tour
nament, V~-as thrown into a fevtr; and being frruck, on the approaches of.death, 
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with remorfe for his injuftice ro· Richard, he ordered, by will, all the Englilh 
hoflages to be fet at liberty, and the remainder of the debt to be remitted* : His 
fon, who feemed inclined to difobey thefe orders, was conftrained· by his ecclefi
-aftics to execute them t. The Emperor alfo made advances for Richard's 
friendlhip, and offered to give him a difcharge of all his debt, provided he would 
enter into an o!fenfive alliance againft the King of France; a propofal which was 

very acceptable to Richard, and was greedily en}braced by him. The treaty 
with the Emperor took no effect; but. it {erved to rekindle the war between 
France and England before the expiration of the truce. This war was not diftin
.gui1hed by any more remarkable incident than the former. After ri:mtua!'!y 
ravaging the open country, and taking a few infignificant cafrles, the two 
Kings concluded a peace at Louviers, and yielded up fome territories to each 
-other :j:. Their inability to make war occafioned the peace : Their mutual anti
pathy engaged them again in war before two months expired. Richard ima
gined that he had now got an opportunity of £hiking a fevere blow on his rival, 

by forming an alliance with the counts of Flanders, Tholoufe, Boulogne, Cham
pagne, and other confiderable vaffals of the crown of France II· But he foon ex
perienced the infincerity of thefe princes; and was not able to make any impref
fion on that kingdom, while governed by a prince of fo much vigour and atl:i
vity as Philip. The moft remarkable incident of this war was the taking pri
foner in battle the bifhop of Beauvais, a martiai prelate, :who was of the family of 
Dreux, and a near relation of the Fr.ench King. Richard, who hated that bi
fuop, threw him into prifon11 -and l-oaded him with irons; and when the Pope 
demanded his liberty, and claimed him as his fon, the King fent his Holinefs the 
:coat of mail which the prelate had worn in battle, and which was all beiineared 
with blood : And he .replied to him, in the terms employed by Jacob's fons to 
that patriarch, 'J:',his ha'Ve w,e found: Know n()W whether it be thy Jon's coat or no§. 
This war between England and France, tho' carried on with fuch animofity., that 
both Kings frequently put out the eyes of their prifoners, was foon fin:fhc-d, by a 
-truce of five years; and immediately after figoing this treaty, the Kings were 
:ready, ·On fome new offence, to break out again into hoftilities ; when the medi
.ation of the cardinal of St. Mary, the Pope's legate, accommodated the diffe
rence .f-. This prelate even engaged the princes to commence a treaty for a more 
.durable peace; but the death of Richard put an end to the negotiation. 
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·vmoMAR, vifcount of Limoges, a vaffal of the King, had found a treafure, Chap. X. 

-of which he fent a part to thatprince as a prefent. Richard, as fuperior lord, H99· 

·.claimed the whole; and at the head of fame Braban~ons, befieged the vifcount in 
the caO:le of Chalus., near Limoges, in order to make him comply with his de-
mand *. The garrifon offered to furrender; but the King replied, thar, fince 
he had taken the pains to come thither and beliege the place in perfon, ht r,ould 
take it by force, and would hang every one of them. The fame day, Richard, ac
companied by Marcadee, leader of his Braban~ons, approached the caftle in order 
to furvey it; when one Bertrand de Gourdon, an archer, took an aim at him, and 
pierced his fhoulder with an arrow. The King, however, gave orders for the zSth March, 

affault, took the place, and hanged all the garrifon, except Gourdon, who had 
wounded him, and whom he referved for a more deliberate and more cruel exe-
~ution t. 

THE wound was not in itfelf dangerous; but the unfkilfulnefs of the furgeon 
made it mortal : He fo rankled Richard's ihoulder in pulling out the arrow, that 
a gangrene commenced; and that prince was now fenfible that his life was draw
ing towards a period. He fent for Gourdon, and afked him, Wretch, what 
have 1 ever done to you, to oblige you to feek my life ? What have you done to me ? 
replied coolly the prifoner: You killed with your own bands my father, and my two 
brothers; and you intended to have banged myfelf: I am now in your power, and 
you may take revenge, by inflitling on me the mofl fevere torments : But I }hall en
dure them all with pleafure, provided I can think that with my own bands I have 
rid -the world of Jucb a nuifance :j:. Richard, ftruck with the reafonablenefs of 
this reply, and humbled by the near approach of death, ordered Gourdon to 
be fet at liberty, and a fum of money to be given him; but Marcadee, unknown 
to him, feized the unhappy man, flead him alive, and then hanged him. Richard 
died in the tenth year of his reign, and the fony-fecond of his age; and he left 6th April 
no iffue behind him. Death. 

THE moft Jhining part of this prince's charaCter was his military talents. No and chuaCler 

man, even in that romantic age, carried. perfonal courage and intrepidity to a of the King. 

greater height; and this quality gai!led him the appellation of the lion-hearted, 
cceur de lion. He paffionately loved glory, chiefly military glory; and as his con-
duet in the field was not inferior to his valour, he feems to ~1ave poffdfed every 
talent neceffary for acquiring it. His refentments alfo were high ; his pride un
conquerable; and his fubjeets, as well as his neighbours, had therefore reafon to 
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Chap. X. apprehend, from the continuance of his reign, a perpetual fcene of blood and 
11 99· violence. Of an impetuous and vehement fpirit, he was diftingui!hed by all the 

good, as well as the bad qualities, which are incident to that character: He was 
open, frank, generous, fincere, and brave ; he was revengefi.Il, domineering, 
ambitious, haughty, and cruel; and was thus better calculated to dazzle men by 
the fplendor of his enterprizes, than either to promote their' happinefs or his own 
granc' eur, by a found and well regulated pol'icy. As military talents make great 
impreffion on the people, he feems to have been much beloved by his Englilh 
fubjeCts; and he is remarked to have been the fir(l: prince of the Norman line 
who bore a fincere affection and regard to them. He paffed however only four 
months of his reign in that kingdom: The crufade emptoyed him near three 
years; he was detained about fourteen months in captivity ; the reft of his reign 
was fpent either in war, or preparations for war, againft France; and he was fo 
pleafed with the fame which he had acquired in the Eafr, that he feems to have 
determined, notwithfl:a-nding all his pafl: misfortunes, to have farther exhauflecl 
his kingdom, and to have expofed himfelf to.new hazards, by conduCting another 
expedition againft the infidels. 

M·r 11 THo' the Englifh pleafed themfelves with the glory which the King's martia-l 
11ce aneous 

tranfaClionsoftalents procured them, his reign was very oppreilive, and fomewhat arbitrary,. 
this reign. by the high taxes which he levied on them, and often without the confent of the 

· ftates or great counciL In the ninth of his reign, he Jevied five !billings on each 
hyde of land; and becaufe the clergy refu(ed to contribute their fhare, he put 
them out of the proteCtion of law, and ordered the civil courts to give them 
no fentence for any debts which they might claim-*. Twice in his reign he ordered 
all his charters to be fealed anew, and the parties to pay fees for the renewal t. 
lt is faid that Hubert, his jufticiary, fent him over to France, in the fpace of 
two years, no lefs a fum than 1, 10o,ooo marks, befides bearing all the charges 
.of the government in England. But this account is quite incredible, unlefs we 
fuppofe that he made an extreme delapidation of the demefnes of the crown. A 
King who poffeffed fuch a revenue could never have endured fourteen months 
ca.ptivity, for not paying 1 so,ooo marks to the Emperor, and be obliged at ]aft 
to leave hoftages for a third of the fum. The prices of commodities in this reign 
are alfo a certain proof, that no fuch enormous fum could be levied from the peo
ple. A hyde of land, or a hundred and twenty acres, was commonly let for 
twe:>nty fbi !lings a-year, money of that time. The general and ftated price of an 
ox wa~ four fhillings; of a labouring horfe, the fame; of a fow, one !hilling; 
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of a fheep with fine wool, ten-pence ; with coarfe woo], fix-pence*· Thefe 
commodities feem not to have advanced in their prices fince the time of the Con
queil:. 

RrcHAR o renewed the fevere Jaws againil: tranfgreffors in his forells, whom 
he punilhed by cail:ration and putting out their eyes, as in the reign of his great
grandfather. He eftabliihed by law one weight and meafure throughout his king
dom t: An ufeful infl:itution, which the mercenary difpofition and neceffities of 
his fucceffor engaged him to difpenfe with for money. 

THE diforders in London, derived from its bad police, had rifen to a great 
height during this reign ; and in the year I I 96, there feemed to be formed a 
regular confpiracy of the malefdctors, which threatened the city with deftruc
tion. There was one William Fitz-Ofbert, commonly called Longbeard, a law
yer, who had renclered himfelf extremely popular among the lower rank of citi
zens; and by defending them on all occafions, had acquired the appellation of 
the .advocate or faviour of the poor. He exerted his authority, by injuring and 
infulting the more fubftantial inhabitants, with whom he lived in a il:ate of hofti
lity, and who were every moment expofed to the moft outrageous violences from 
him and his licentious emiffaries. Murders were daily committed in the ftreets; 
houfes were broke open and pillaged in day-light; and it is pretended, that no 
lefs than fifty-two thoufand perfons had figned an affociation, by which they bound 

themfelves to obey all the orders of this dangerous ruffian. Archbilhop Hubert~ 
who was then chief juil:iciary, fummon~ed him before the council to anfwer for his 
conduCt; but he came fo well attended, that no one durft accufe him, or bear 
evidence againft him ; and the primate, finding the impotence of Ia ws, contented 
himfelf with exaCting from the citizens hoftages for their good behaviour. He 
kept, however, a watchful eye on William ; and feizing a favourable opportu
nity, attempted to commit him to cuftody; but the criminal, murdering orie of 
the public officers, efcaped with his concubine to the churcQ of St. Mary le Bow, 
where he defended himfelf by force of arms. He was at laft forced from his re
treat, condemned, and executed, amidfl: the infinite regrets of the populace, who 
were fo devoted to his memory, that they ftole his gibbet, paid it the fame vene
ration as to the crofs, and were equally zealous in propagating and attefting re
ports of the miracles which were wrought by it :j:. But d10' the fectaries of this 
fuperfiition were puniihed by the jufiiclary 11, it received fo little encouragement 
from the· efl:abli!hed clergy, whofe property was endangered by fuch feditious 
praCtices, that it fuddenly funk and vanifhed. 
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Acce!Jion t?f the King-His marriage-War with Frmzce---..Miir;;;-
der of Arthur, duke of Brittany~'Ihe King expelled from all the-· 
French provinces-The King's quarrel with the court of Rome-
-Cardinal Langton appointed archbijh()p qf Canterbury---Inter--
diCI of the kingdom--Excommunication of the King-The King's 
fobmiflion to the Pope-Difcontents of the barons-ln.furreflion .if· 
the barons.-Magna Charta-Renewal if the civil wars·-
Prince Lewis called over-Death-and Charafler qfthe King. 

T HE noble and free genius of the -antients; .which made the government of· 
a lingle perfon be always regarded by them as a fpecies of tyranny and ufur

pation, and kept them from forming/any conception of a legal and regular monar
chy, had rendered them entirely ignorant both of the rights of primogeniture and a 
reprefentation in: fuccellion; inventions fo neceffary to preferve order in the lines of_ 
princes, to obviate the evils of civil ;difcord and of ufurpation, and to beget mo~ 
deration in that fpecies of.government, by giving fecurity to the ruling fovereign. 
Thefe innovations arofe from the feudal law;· which, firfl: introducing the right-: 
of primogeniture, made fuch .a diftinction between the families of the elder and 
younger brothers, that the-fon of the former was thought intitled to fucceed to his . 
grandfather,. preferably. to his uncles, tho' nearer allied to the deceafed monarch. 
But tho' this progrefs of ideas was natural, it was gradual. In the age of which 
we treat, the practice of reprefentation was indeed introduced, but not thorough· 
]y efiabliihed ; and the· minds of men floated between oppofite principle:;. Ri
chard, when he entered on the holy war, declared his nephew, Arthur duke of 
Brittany,. his fuccelfor; and by a f0rmal deed,. he fet afide, :1-ft.. his favour, the
title of his brother John, who was younger than Geoffrey, the father of that· 
prince*~ But John fo little acquiefced in this deftination, that when he gained 
the afcendant in the Englifh miniftry, by expelling Longchamp, the chancel
lor and great jufticiary, he e~gaged all the Englifh barons to fwear, that they 

* Hovecen, p. 677.- M. Parif, p. 1 r z. Chron. de .Dunft. p. 4-3• .. Rymer, vol. i. p. 66; 68. 
:Bened. Abb. p. 619. 
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would. maintain his right of fucceffion; and Richard, on his return, took no 
il:eps towards reftoring or fecuring the order which he had at .firft eftablifhed. 
He was even careful, by his laft will, to declare his brother John heir to all his 
dominions * ; whether, that he now thought Arthur, who was only twelve 
years of age, incapable of afferting his claim againft John's faction, or was influ
enced by Eleanor, the Q8een·mother, who hated Conitantia, mother to the· 
young duke, and who dreaded the influence which that princefs would naturally 
acquire during the reign of her fon. The authority of a teftament was great in 
that age, even where the fucceffion of a kingdom was concerned; and John had 
reafon to hope, that this title, joined to· his plaufible right in other refpetl:s, 
would enfure him the fucceffion. But the idea of reprefentation feems to have· 
made, at this time, greater progrefs in France than in England ; and the barons 
of the tranfmarine provinces, Anjou, Maine, and Touraine, immediately decla
red in favour of Arthur's fucceffion t, and applied for the affiftance of the French 
monarch as their ft1perior lord. Philip, who defired only an occafion to em
barafs John, and difmember his dominions, embraced the caufe of the young 
duke of Britanny, took him under his protection, and fent him toP aris to be edu
cated, along with his fon Lewis :j:. In this emergence, John haftened to efta
bliih his authority in the chief members of the monarchy; and after fending Ele· 
anor into Poitl:ou and Guienne, where her right was inconteftible, and was rea
dily acknowledged, he hurried to Roi.ien, and being there invefted in the dutchy 
of Normandy, he paffed over without lofs of time into England. Hubert, arch~ 
biihop of Canterbury, William Marefchal, earl of Strigul, foon after created earl 
of Pembroke, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, the jufticiary, the three moft favoured 
minifters of the late King, were already engaged on his fide 11; and the fubmif
fion or acquiefcence of all the other barons put him, without oppofition, in pof .. 
feffion of the throne. 

THE King foon returned to France; in order to conduct the war againft Philip,
and to recover the r.:volted provinces from his nephew, Arthur. The alliances 
which Richard had formed with the earl of Flanders§, and other potent French 
barons, tho' they had not been very- effectual, frill fubfifted, and enabled John to 
defend himfelf againft all the efforts of his enemy. In an action between the 
French and Flemings, the elect biihop of Cambray was taken prifoner by the 
fnrmer; a8d when the cardinal of Capua claimed his lib~rty, Philip, inftead of 
complying, reproached him with the weak efforts which he had employed in fa-

* Hoveden, p. 79'• Trivet, p. 138. f Hoveden, p. 792. M. Paris, p. 137· I'd. 
Wei':. p. z63. Knyghton, p. 2414. t Ibid. l/ Hoveden, p. 793· M. Paris, p. 137· 

§. Ry.mr, vol. i. p. I If· Hoveden, p. 794· M. Paris, p. 13~. 
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vour of the bilhop of Beauvais, who was in a like condition. The legate, to 

!how his impartiality, laid at the fame time the kingdom of France and the 
dutchy of Normandy under an interdiCt; and the two Kings found themfelves 
obliged to make an exchange of thefe military prelates. 

NoTHING enabled the King to bring- this war to a happy i!fue fo much as the 
felfilh, intriguing chJraCter of Philip, who acted in the provinces that had decla
red for Arthur, without any regard to .the interefis of that prince; and infpired 
Confiantia with a violent jealoufy, that he intended to ufurp the entire do,minion 
of them *. She therefore found means to carry off her fon fecretly from Paris; 
!he put him into the hands of his uncle ; refiored the provinces which had ad
hered to him; and made him do homage for the dutchy of Brittany, which was 
ufually regarded as a rere-fitf of Normandy. From this incident, Philip faw, 
that he could Rot hope to make any progrefs againfr John; and being threatened 
with an interdiCt on account of his irregular divorce from Ingelburga, the Danilh 
princefs whom he had efpoufed, he became very defirous of concluding a peace 
with England. After fome fruitlefs conferences, the terms were at lafl: adjufl:ed; 
and the two monarchs feemed in this treaty to have an intention, befides ending 
the prefent quarrel, of preventing all future caufes of difcord and of obviating 
every controverfy which could hereafter arife between them. They adjufied the 
limits of all their territories ; mutually fecured the interefis of their vaffals; and 
to render the union more durable, John befl:owed his niece, Blanche of Cafl:ile, 
in marriage to prince Lewis, Philip's eldefl: fon, and gave with her the baronies 
of Iffoudun and Gra~ai, and other fiefs in Berri. Nine barons of the King of 
England, and as many of the King of France, were guarantees of this treaty~ 
and all of them fwore, that, if their fovereign violated any article of it, they 
would declare themfelves againfl: him, and embrace the caufe of the injured mo~ 
narch t. 

JoHN, now fecure, as he imagined, on the fide of France, indulged his, paf
fion towards !fabella, the daughter and heir of Aymar Taillefer, count of An
gouleme, a lady with whd'm he had become much en~moured. His ~een, the 
heirefs of the family of Glocefler, was fl:ill alive: !fabella was married to the 
count de la Marche, and was already delivered into the hands of that nobleman ; 
tho', by reafon of her tender years, the marriage was not yet confummated, 
The paffion cf John made him overlook all tbefe obftacles : He perfuaded the 

• Hovcden, p. 79)· t Norman. Duchefnii, p. I055· Rymer, vol. i, p. 117, rr8, II9~ 
Hoveden, l'· Sq. Chron. Dunft. vol, i. p. 47· 
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count of Angouleme to carry off his daughter from her hufband ; and having, Chap. xr. 
on fome pretence or other, procured a divorce from his own wife, he efpoufed 1200· 

!fabella *; regardlefs both of the menaces of the Pope,. who exclaimed againft 
thefe irregular proceedings, and of the refentment of the injured count, who 
foon found means to punilh his powerful and i.nfolent rival. 

JoHN had not the art of attaching his barons either by affection or by fear. 1291 • 

The count de ]a Marche, and his brother the count d'Eu, taking advantage of 
the general difcontent againfl him, excited commotions in Poictou and Norman-
dy; and obliged the King to have recourfe to arms, in order to fupprefs the in
furreCtion of his vaffals. He fummoned together the barons of England, and re-
quired them to pafs the feas under his fi:andard, and to quell the rebels : He found 
that he pofftffed as little authoriry in that kingdom as in his tranfmarine provin-
~es. The Englilh barons unanimo.uily replied, that they would not attend him 
on this expedition, unlefs he would promife to reftore and preferve their pri-
vileges. t : The fidl fymptom of a regular aifociation and plan of liberty among 
thefe noblemen! But affairs were not yet fully ripe for the revolution projected. 
John, by menacing the barons, broke the concert ; and both engaged many of 
them to follow him into Normandy, and obliged the reft, who ftaid behind, to 
pay him a fcutage of two marks on each knight's fee, as the price of their ex
emption from the fervice. 

THE force whi.ch John carried abroad with him, and that which join"~d him in 
Normandy, rendered him much fuperior to his malecontent barons; and fo much 
the more, as Philip gave them not publicly any countenance, and feemed as yet 
determined to perfevere fteadily in the union which he had formed with Eng
land. But the King, elated with his fuperiority, advanced claims, which gave 
an univerfal alarm to his vaffals, and diffuied ftiH wider the general difcontent. 
As the jurifprudence of that time required, that the caufes in the lord's court 
fbould chiefly be decid~d by duel, he carried along with him certain bravos, 
whom he retained a'> champions, and whom he ddtined to fight with his barons, 
in order to determin': any controverfy which he might raife againft th"m :1:· 
The count de la M rche, and the other noblemen, regarded this proceeding as an 
affront, as we:l as an tnjury; and declared, that they would never draw their 
fwords agp.intt men l)f fuch inferior quality. The King menaced them with ven-

* Hovedeo, !'. So~. M. Paris, p. 140. Trivet, p. I 40. 
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geance ; but he had not vigour to employ againft them the force in his hand-s, or 
to pro!ecute the injul1:ice, by crufhing entirely the nobles who oppofed it. 

THIS go•:ernment, equally feeble and violent, gave courage as well as jnclina
tion to the injured barons to carry farther their oppolition : They appealed to the 
King of France; complained of the denial of juftice in J ohri's courts.; demanded 
redre!s from him as their fuperior lord ; and entreated him to employ his autho
rity, and prevent their final ruin and oppreffion. Philip perceived his advan
tage, opened his mind to great projects, interpofed in behalf of the French ba
rons, and began to talk in a high and menacing ftyle to the King of England. 
John, who could not difavow Philip's authority, replied, that it belonged to 

him firlt to grant them a trial by their peers in his own court; it was not till he 
failed in this duty, that he was anfwenible to his peers in the fupreme court of 
the French King* ; and he promifed, by a fair and equitable judicature, to give 
fatisfacrion to his barons. When the nobles, in confeguence of this engage
ment, demanded a fafe-condutl:, that they might attend his court, he firft: re
fufed it : Upon the renewal of Philip's menaces, he promifed to gra~t their de
mand ; he violated this promife; frdh menaces extorted from him a promife to 
furrender to Philip the fortreifes of Tillieres and Boutavant, as a fecurity for per
formance ; he violated again this engagement ; his enemies, fenfible both of his 
weaknefs and want of faith, combined 11:ill clofer in the refolution of pufhng 
him to extremities ; and a new and powerful ally foon appeared to encourage 
them in their invafion of this odious and dtfpicable government. 

THE young dLike of Brittany, who waq now riling to man's ellate, fenlible of 
the dangerous character of his uncle, determined to feek both his fecurity and 
advancement by an union with Philip and the malecontent barons. He joined 
the French army which had begun hoft:!lities againfi: the King of England: He 
was received with great marks of diftincrion by Philip; was knighted by him; 
efpoufed his daughter Mary; and was invel1:ed not only in the dutchy of Brit
tany, but in the counties of Anjou and Maine, which he had formerly religned 
to his uncle t. Every attempt fucceeded with the allies. Tillieres and Bouta
vant were taken by Philip, after .making a feeble defence : Mortimar and Lyons 
fell into his hands almoft without relift:ance. That prince next itwefted Gour
nai ; and opening the fiuices of a lake, which lay in the neighbourhood, poured 
fuch a torrent of water into the place, that the garrifon deferred it, and the 
French monarch, without ftriking a blow, made himfelf mafier of that impor
tant fortrefs. The progrefs of the French arms was rapid, and promifed more 

* Philipp. lib. 6. t Trivet, p. IfZ. 
confiderable 
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confiderable fuccefs than ufually in that age attended military enterprizes. In Chap. Xl. 
anfwer to every advance which the King of England made towards peace, Philip uo3, 
ftill infifted, that he fhould refign all his tranfmarine dominions to his nephew, 
and reft contented with the kingdom of England ; when an event happened, 
which feemed to turn the fcales in John's favour, and give him a decifive fupe-
riority over his enemies. 

YouNG Arthur, fond of military renown, had broke into PoiCl:ou at the head 
of a fmall army; and paffing near Mirabel, he heard, that his grandmother, 
~een Eleanor, who had always oppofed his interefts, was lodged in that place, 
and was protetled by a weak garrifon, and ruinous fortifications*. He imme
diately determined to lay fiege to the fortrefs, and make himfelf mafter of her per
fan: But John, rouzed from his 'indolence by fo preffing an occafion, colleCted 
an army of Englifh and Braban~ons, and advanced from Normandy with hafty 
marches to the reli-ef of the ~een-mother. He fell on Arthur's camp before 
that prince was aware of the danger; difperfed his army; took him prifoner, 
together with the count de Ia Marche, Geoffrey de Lufignan, and the moil: con-
fiderable of the revolted barons; and returned in triumph to Normandy t. Phi- 11 A 4 In uguK. 
lip, who was lying before Arques in that dutchy, railed the fiege, and retired 
upon his approach :f:. The greater part of the prifoners were fent over to Eng-
land; but Arthur was fhut up in the caftle of Falaife. 

THE King had here a conference with his nephew; reprefented to him the 
folly of his pretenfions; and required him to renounce the French alliance, which 
had encouraged him to enter into enmity againft all his family: But the brave youth., 
rendered more haughty from misfortunes, maintained the juftice of his caufe; 
af.ferted his claim, not only to the French provinces, but to the crown of England., 
and in his turn, required the King to reftore the fan of his elder brother to the 
poffeffion of his inheritance n. John, fenfible, from thefe fymptoms of fpirir, 
that the young prince, tho' now a prifoner, might fome time prove a moft dan
gerous enemy, determined to pre.vent all future peril by difpatching his nephew; 
and Arthur was never more heard of.' The circumftances which attended this M d 

ur erofAr
deed of darknefs, were, no doubt, carefully concealed by the aCtors, and are thur, duke of 

varioufiy related by hiftorians : But the mofl: probable account is as follows. Brittany. 

The King, it is faid, firfl: propofed to William de la Braye, one of his fervants~ 
to difpatch Arthur; but William replied, that he was a gentleman, not a hang-
man; and he po.Gtively refufed compliance. Another infl:rument of murder was 

• Ann. Waverl. p. I6j. 

j: M. Well. p. z6-1, 
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rh XI found, and was diGpatched with proper'orders to Falaife; but Hube-rtde Bourg· ·-"' ap. . r 

'zo3. chamberlain to the King, and conftable to the caftle, feigning, that he himfelf 
would execute the King's mandate, fent back the affaffin, fpread the report that 
the young prince was dead~, and publicly performed all the ceremonies of his in
terment: But finding, that the Bretons vowed vengeance for the murder, and' 
that all the revolted barons perfevered more obftinately in their rebellion, he 
thought it prudent to reveal the fecret, and to inform the world that the duke of 
Brittany was ftill alive, and in his cu.ft:ody. This difcovery proved fatal to the 
young prince: John firft removed him to the call:le of Roi.ien; and coming in a 
boat, during the night-time,. to that place, commanded Arthur to be brought 
forth to him. The young prince, awar-e of his danger, and now more fubdued 
by the continuance of his misfortunes, and by the approach of death, threw him
felf on his knees before his uncle, and begged for mercy: But the barbarous ty
rant, making him no reply, fl:abbed him with his own hands; and faftening a 
ftone to the dead body, threw it into the Seine. 

THE whole world was fl:ruck with horror at this inhuman deed ; and from 
that moment, the King, detefted by his fubjech, retained a very precarious au· 
thority over both the people and the barons in his dominions. The Bretons, en~ 
raged at this difappointment in their fond hopes,, waged implacable war againft 
him ; and fixing the fucceffion of their government, put themfelves in a pofture 
to revenge the murde-r of their fovereign. John had got into his power his niece; 
Eleanor, fiGer to Arthur, commonly called the damfcl of Brittany; and- carrying 
her over to England, detained her ever after in captivity*: But the Bretons, in 
defpair of recovering this princefs, chofe Alice for their fovereign ; a younger 
.daughter of Conftantia, by her fecond marriage with Gui de Thouars ; and they 
entrufted the government of the dutchy to that nobleman. Conftantia, mean while, 
.the mother of the murdered prince, feconded by all the ftates of Brittany, carried 
their complaints before Philip as their liege-lord, and demanded juftice for the 
inhuman violence committed by John on the perfon of Arthur, fo near a re1a
tion, who, notwithGanding the homage which he did to Normandy, was always 
regarded as one of the chief vaffals of the crown. Philip received their applica
tion with pleafure; fummoned John to ll:and a trial before him; and on his non· 
appearance, paired fcntence, w·:th the concmrence of the peers, upon that prince; 
declared him guilty of felony and parricide; and adjudged him to forfeit to his 
fuperior lord all his feignories and fiefs in France t. 

* Trivet, p. 14). T. Wykes, p. 36. Ypod Neuft. p. 459· 
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THE King of France, whofe ambitious and active fpirit had been hitherto con- Chap. XI. 

fined, either by the found policy of Henry, or the martial genius of Richard, 120
3· 

feeing now the opportunity favourable againft this bafe and odious prince, em- The King ex~ 

braced the project of expelling the Englilh, or rather the Englifh King, from ~~~~'1r~r;c~ aU 

France, and of annexing to the crown fo many confiderable fiefs, which, during provinces. 

feveral ages, bad been difmembred from it. Many of the other great vaffals, 
whofe jealoufy might have interpofed, and have obftructed the execution of this 
project, were not at prefent in a ficuation to oppofe it; and the reft either looked 
on with indifference, or gave their affiftance to this dangerous aggrandizement of 
their fuperior lord. The earls of Flanders and Blois were engaged in the holy 
war : The count of Champagne was an infant, and under the guardianlhip of 
Philip: The dutchy of Brittany, enraged at the murder of their prince, vigo-
rouOy promoted all his meafures : And the general defection of John's vaffals 
made every enterprize eafy and fuccefsful againft him. Philip, after taking feve-
ral cafrles and fortreffes beyond the Loire, which he either garrifoned or difman-
tled, received the fubmiffions of the count of Alen~on, who defer ted John, and 
delivered up all the places under his command to the French King: Upon which, 
Philip feparated his family, in order to give them fome repofe after the fatigues of 
the campaign. John, fuddenly colleCting fome troops, laid fiege to Alen~on; and 
Philip, whofe difperfed army could not be brought together in time to fuccour it, 
faw himfelf expofed to the difgrace of fuffering the oppreffion of his friend and 
confederate. But his atl:i/ve and fertile genius found an expedient againft this 
evil. There was held at that very time a tournament at Moret in the Gatinois ; 
whither all the chief nobility ofF ranee and the neighbouring countries had reforted, 
in order to fignalize their courage and addrefs. Philip prefented himfelf before 
them ; craved their affifiance in his diftrefs; and pointed out the plains of Alen-
~on as the moft honourable field, in which they could difplay their generofity and 
martial fpirit. Thefe valorous knights vowed, that they would take vengeance 
on the bafe parricide, the ftain of arms and of chivalry; and putting themfelves~ 
with all their retinue, under the command· of Philip, inftantly marched to raife 
the fiege of Alen~on. John, hearing of their approach, fled from before the 
place; and in the hurry abandoned all his tents, machines, and baggage, to the 
enemy. 

THIS feeble effort was the laft exploit of that fiotbful and cowardly prince for 
the defence of his dominions. He thenceforth remained in total inactivity at 
Roiien; and palfed all his time, with his young wife, in paftimes and amufe
ments, as if his ftate had been in the moft profound tranquillity, or his affairs in 
the moft profperous condition. If he ever mentioned war, it was only to give 
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himfelf vaunting a:rs, which in the eyes of all men of fenfe, rendered him ftili 
more defpicable and ridiculous. Let the French go on, faid he ; 1 will retake in 
a day what has cofl them years to acquire*. His ftupidity and indolence appeared 
fo extraordinary, that the people endeavoured to account for the infatuation by 
forcery, and believed, that he was thrown into this lethargy by fome magic or 
witchcraft. The Englifh barons, finding that their time was wafted to no pur
pofe, ~d that they muil: fuffer the difgrace of feeing, without refiftance, the 
progrefs of the French arms, withdrew from their colours, and fecretly returned 
to their own country t. No one thought of defending a man, who feemed to 
have deferted himfelf; and his fubjetls looked on his fate with the fame indif
ference, to which-, in this preffing exigency, they faw him totally abandoned. 

j'oHN, while he neglected all domefl:ic refources for his fafety, had the mean
nefs to betake himfelf to a foreign power, whofe protection he claimed : He ap• 
plied to the Pope, Innocent III. and entreated him to interpofe with his autho
rity between him and the French monarch. Innocent, pleafed with any occafion, 
of exerting his fuperiority, fent Philip orders to ftop the progrefs of his arms, and' 
to make peace with the King of England. But the French barons received this 
meffage with indignation ; difclaimed the temporal authority challenged by the 
pontiff; and vowed, that they would, to the uttermofr, affifl: their prince againft' 
all his enemies : And Philip, feconding their ardour,. proceeded, inftead ·of obey
ing the Pope's envoys, to lay fiege to Chateau Gaillard, the rnoft confiderable: 
fortrefs which remained to guard the frontiers of Normandy. 

CHATEAU GAILLARD was fituated partly on an inand in the river Seine, partly 
on a: rock oppofite to it; and was fecured by every advantage, which either ar.t 
or nature could beftow upon it. The late King, having caft his, eye- on this fa· 
vourable fituation, had fpared no labour nor expence in fortifying it;- and it was 
defended by Roger de Lad, conftable of Chefl:er, a determined officer, at the! 
head of a numerous garrifon. Philip,. who, defpaired of taking the place by force; 
propofed to fubdue it by famine ; and that he might cut off its communication 
with the neighbouring country, he threw a bridge acrofs. the Seine,. while he 
himfelf with his army blockaded it by land. The earl of Pembroke, the man of 
greateft vigour and capacity in the Englifh court, formed a plan for breaking 
thro' the French entrenchments, and throwing relief into the place. He carried 
with him an army of 4000 infantry and 3000 cavalry, and fuddenly attacked, 
with great fuccef;;, Philip's camp in the night time; having lefc orders, that a'. 

fleet of feventy flat-bottomed veffels !hould fail up the Seine, and fall at the fame 

~- M. Paris, p. 146. M. W-eft. p. z66, 
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rn.fl:ant on the bridge. But the wind and the current of the river, by retarding 
the vdfels, dikoncerred this plan of operations ;~ and it was morning before the 
fleet appeared ; when Pembroke, tho' fuccefsful in the beginning of the atlion, 
was already repulfed with confiderable lofs, and the French King had leifure to 
defend himfelf againfl: thefe new affailants, who. were repulfed in their turn. Afcer 
this misfortune, John made no farther efforts for the relief o.f Chateau Gail1ard ; 
and Philip had all the leifure requifite for condutling and finilhing the fiege. 
Roger de Laci defended himfelf for a twelvemonth with great obl.linacy ; and 
having bravely repulfed every attack, and patiently born aJI the hardihips of fa .. 
mine, he was. at lafl: overpowered by a fudden affault in the night-time, and made 
prifoner of war with his whole gflrrifon *· Philip, who knew how to refpetl: 
valcmr even in an enemy, treated him with the utmofl: civil'ty; and gave him the 
whole city of Paris for the place of his- confinement. 

WHEN this bulwark of Normandy was once fubdued, all the pro_vince lay open 
to the inroads of Philip; and the King of England defpaired of being any longer 
able to defend it. He fecretly prepared veffels for a fcandalous flight; and that 
the Normans might no longer doubt of his refolution to abandon them, he or
dered the fortifications of Pont de 1' Arc he, Moulineaux, and Montfort' 1' Am
auri to be demolifhed. Not daring to repofe confidence in any of his barons·,. 
whom he believed to be univerfally engaged in a. confpiracy ag.ainft him, he en
trufted the government of the province to Archas Martin and Lupicaire, two 
mercenary Braban~ons, whom he had retained. in his fervice. Phillp, now fecure 
of his prey, pu.fhed his conquefl:s with vigoJr and fuccefs againft the difmayed 
Normans. Falaife was firil befieged; and Lupicaire, who commanded in this 
impregnable fortrefs, after furrendering the place, bafely inliiled hirnfelf with his 
troops in the fervice of Philip, and carried on hoftilities againft his anrient mafter. 
Caen, Cautance, Seez, Evreux, Bal.eux. foon fell into the hands of the French mo
narch, and all the lower Normandy was reduced under his dominion. To for
ward his enterprizes on the other divifion of the province, Gui de Thouars, at 
at the head of the Bretons, broke into the territory, and took Mount St. Michael,. 
Avranches, and all the other fortreffes in that nieghbourhood. The Normans, 
who abhorred the French. yoke, and who would have defended themfelves to the 
lafi: extremity, if their prince had appeared to conduct them, found no refource 
but in fubmiffion ; and every city opened its gates, as foon as Philip appeared 
before it. Roiien alone, Argues. and Vernei.iil determined to maintain their li
berties ; and formed a confederacy together for mutual defence... Philip began 
with the attack of Roiien; and the inhabitants were fa inBamed with hatred to, 

* Trivet, p. 144. Gul. Britto, lib. 7• Ann. Waverl. p. 16.8. 
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France, that, on the appearance of his army, they fell on all the natives of 
that country, whom they found within their walls, and put them to death. But ,-t 
after the French King had begun his operations with fuccefs, and had taken 
fome of their outworks, the citizens, feeing no refource, offered to capitulate; 
and demanded only thirty days to advertife their prince of their daro;ger, and to 
require fuccours againfl: the enemy. Upon the expiration of the term, as no 
fupply had arrived, they opened their gates to Philip * ; and the whole province 
foon after imitated their example, and fubmitted to the victor. Thus was this 
important territory reunited to the crown of France, near three centuries after 
the cellon of it by Charles the Simple to Rollo, the firfr duke: And the Nor
mans, fenfible that this conqueft was probably final, demanded the privilege of 
being governed by French laws ; which Philip, making a few alterations on the 
antient Norman cuftoms, readily granted them. But the French monarch had too 
much ambition and genius to ftop in his prefent career of fuccefs. He carried his 
victorious army into the wefl:ern provinces ; foon reduced Anjou, Maine, Tou
raine, and part of Poictou under his dominion t; and in this manner, the French 
crown, during the reign of one able and active prince, received fuch an acceffion 
of power and grandeur, as, in the ordinary courfe of things, would have required 
it feveral ages co acquire. 

JoHN on his arrival in England, that he might cover the difgrace of his own 
conduct, exclaimed loudly againfl: his barons, who, he pretended, had defected 
his ftandard in Normandy; and he arbitrarily extorted from them a feventh part 
of all their moveables, as a puni!hment for this offence :j:. Soon after he forced 
them to grant him a fcurage of two marks and a half on e·ach knight's fee for an 
expedition into Normandy; but he did not attempt to execute the fervice, for 
which he pretended to exact it. Next year he fummoned all the barons or' his 
realm to attend him on this foreign expedition, and collected the fhips from all 
the fea-ports; but meeting with oppofition from fome of his minifl:ers, and re
penting him of his defign, he difmiffed both fleet and army, and th~n renewed 
his exclamations againft the barons for deferring him. He next put to fea with a 
fmall army, and his fubjects believed, that he was refolved to expofe himfelf to 
'the utmofl: hazards for the defence and recovery of his dominio_ns : But they 
were furprized, after a few days, to fee him return again into harbour, without 
attempting any thing. In the fubfequent feafon, he had the courage to carry his 
holl:ile meafures a ftep farther. Gui de rhoiiars, who governed Brittany, being 
jealous of the rapid progrels, made by his ally, the French King, promifed to 

"' Trivet, p. 147· Ypod. Neull:. p. 4;9. 
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JO!O the King of England with all his forces; and John ventured abroad with a 
confiderable army, and landed at Rochelle. He marched to Angers; which he 
took and reduced to allies. But the approach of Philip with an army threw him 
into terrors; and he immediately made propofals of peace, and fixed a place of 
interview with his enemy : But infl:ead of keeping this engagement, he ftole off 
with his army, embarked at Rochelle, and returned, loaded with new fhame and 
difgrace, into England. The mediation of the Pope procured him at !aft a truce 
for two years with the French monarch *; almoft all the tranfmarine provinces 
were ravi!hed from him ; and his Englifh barons, tho' haraffed with arbitrary 
taxes· and fruitlefs expeditions, faw themfelves and their country baffled and af
fronted in every enterprize. 

IN an age, when perfonal valour was regarded as the chief accomplilhment~ 
fuch conduct as that of John, difgraceful at any time, mu!l: be expofed to pecu
liar contempt; and he could thenceforth expect to rule his turbulent valfals with 
a very doubtful authority. But the government, exercifed by the Nor man princes, 
had wound up the royal power to fo high a pitch, and fo rnuch beyond the ufual 
tenor of the feudal conftitutions, that it behoved him to be debafed by new af· 
fronts and difgraces, ere his barons could entertain the views of confpiring againft 
him, in order to retrench his exorbitant prerogatives. The church, which, at 

that time, declined not a conteft with the moft powerful and vigorous monarchs,. 
took firft advantage of John's imbecillity ; and with the moft aggravating cir'
cumftances of infolence and fcorn, fixed her yoke upon him. 

Chap. XL 
I zo6" 

THE papal chair was then filled by Innocent III. who, having attained that rzoJ~ 
dignity at the age of thirty-feven years, and being endowed with a lofty and en- The Kin&''~ 

· · · f 11 r h" b" · d d h qn'Jrrel wtth' terprtz.tng genms, gave u 1Cope to IS am mon, an attempte , per aps more the cou-rt o£ 

openly than any of his predeceffors, to convert that fuperiority, whieh was yielded France.". 

hin1 by aH the European princes, into a real dominion over them. The hierarchy, 
protected by the Roman pontiff, had already carried to an enormous height its 
ufmpations upon the civil power; but in order to extend them farther, and ren-
der them ufeful to the court of Rome, it was neceffary to reduce the ecclefiaftics-
themfelves under an abfolute monarchy, and to make them entirely dependant on, 
their fpiritualleader. For this purpofe, Innocent firft auempted to impofe taxes 
at pleafure upon the clergy ; and in the fir!l: year of this eentmy, taking ad van~ 
rage of the popular frenzy for cn1fades, he fent collectors over all Europe, whO: 
levied by his authority the fortieth of all ecclefiaftical revenues, for the relief of 
the holy land, and received tbe voluntary contributions of the laity to a like 

* Rymer,. vol. i. p. 141. 
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Chap. xr. amount*· The fame year Hubert, archbifhop of Canterbury, attempted another 
1zo6. innovation, favourable to ecclefiaftical and papal power : In the King's abfence, 

he fummoned, by his legatine. authority, a fynod of all the Engli.!h clergy, 
contrary to the prohibition of Geoffry Fitz-Peter, the chief jufticiary; and no 
proper cenfure was ever paffed on this encroachment, the firft of the kind, upon 
the royal power. But afavourable incident foon after happened, which enaWed 
fo afpiring a pontiff as Innocent, to extend ftill farther his ufurpations on fo con
temptible a prince as John. 

HuBERT, the primate, died in I 205; and as the monks or canons of Chrift
church, Canterbury, polfelfed a right of voting in the election of their -.archbiihop, 
fame of the juniors of the order, who lay in wait for that event, met clandeftinely 
the very night of Hubert's death; and without any conge d'elire from the King, 
chofe Reginald, their fub-prior, for the fuccelfor ; inftalled him in the archi
epifcopal throne before midnight; and having enjoined him the ftricteft fecrecy, 
fent him immediately to Rome, in order to folicit the confirmation of his elec
tion f. The vanity of Reginald prevailed over his policy ; and he no fooner 
arrived in Flanders, than he revealed to every one the purpofe of his journey, 
which was immediately known in England :j:. The King was enraged at the 
novelty and temerity of the attempt, in filling fo important an office without his 
]{nowledge or confent: The fuffragan bifhops of Canterbury, who were accuf-

" tamed to concur .in the choice of their primate, were no lefs difpleafed at the 
exclufion given them in this election : The elder monks of Chrift-church were 
injured by the irregular proceedings of their juniors: The juniors themfelves, 
afhamed of their conduct, and difgufl:ed with the levity of Reginald, who had broke 
his engagement with them, were willing to fet afide his eleCtion II: And all men 
concurred in the deGgn of remedying the falfe meafures, which had been taken. 
But as John knew, that this affair wo.uld be canvalfed before a fuperior tribunal, 
where the interpofltion of royal authority_, in bellowing ecclefiafrical benefices, 
was very invidious.; where even the caufe of fuffragan bifhops was not fo favourable 
as that- of monks; he determined to make the new election entirely unexcep~ 
tionable: He fubmitted the affair wholly to the canons of Chrift-church; and, 
departing from the right, claimed by his predeceffors, ventured no farthe.r than 

.to inform them privately, that they would do him an acceptable piece of fer· 
vice, if they chofe John de Gray, bifhop of Norwich, for their primate§. The 
.election of that prelate was accordingly made without a contradiCtory vote ; and 

• Rymer, val. i. p. 119. t M. Pari~, p. 148. M. Wefl:. p. z66. l Ib:d, 
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the Ki.ng, to obviate .all contefi:s, endeavoured to perfuade the fuffragan bilhops Chap. xr. 
not to infift on their right of concurring in the -election: But thefe prelates, per· uo6. 

fevering in their pretenfions, fent an agent to maintain their caufe before Inno· 
cent; while the King, and the convent of Chrifi:-church, difpatched twelve monks 
of that order to fupport, before the fame trihunal, the eleCl:ion of the bilhop of 
Norwich. 

THus, there .lay three different claims before the Pope, whom all parties 
allowed to be .the fupreme arbiter of the conteft. The claim of the fuffragans,. 
being fo oppofite to the ufual maxims of the papal court, was foon fet afide: 
The election of Reginald was fo obviouily fraudulent and irregular, that there 
was no poffibility of defending it : But Innocent maintained, that, tho' this elec
tion was null and invalid, it ought previouily to have been declared fuch by the 
fovereign pontiff, before the monks could proceed to a new election ; and that 
the choice of the bilhop of Norwich was of courfe as uncanonical as that of hi_s. 
competitor*. Advantage was, therefore, taken of this fubtlety for introducing 
a precedent, by which the fee of Canterbury, the moft important dignity in the: 
church after the papal throne, Ihould be ever after at the difpofal of the court of 
Rome. 

WHILE the Pope maintained fo many fierce contefts, in order to wreft from 
princes the righ-t of granting invefiitures~ and to exclude laymen from all autho
rity of conferring ecclefiaflical benefices, he was fupported by the united influence 
of the clergy, who, afpiring to independance, fought, with all the ardour of 
.ambition, and all the zeal of fuperftition, under his facred banners. But no. 
fooner was this point, after a great effufion of blood and the convulfions of many 
ftates, eflabliLhed in fome tolerable degree, than the victorious leader, as is ufual, 
turned his arms againft his own community, and afpired to center all power in 
his perfon. By the invention of referves, provifions, commendams, and othe~ 
devices, the Pope gradually affumed the right of filling vacant benefices; and 
the plenitude of his apoftolic power, which was not fubject to any limitations,.. 
fupplied all defects of title in the perfon on whom he beftowed preferment. The 
canons which regulated eleCl:ions were purp.ofely rendered .intricate and involved : 
Frequent difputes arofe among candidates: Appeals were every day carried to· 

Rome : The apoftolic fee, befides reaping pecuniary advantages from thefe con
tefts, often exercifed the power of fetting afide both the litigants, and on pre
tence of appeafing faCI:ion, nominated a third perfon, who might be more accep· 
table to the contending parties. 

* M.Paris, p.I55· Chron.deMa.ilr •. p. 18z. 
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"Chap. xr. THE prefent controverfy about the eleCtion to the fee of Canterbury afforded 
•zo6. Innocent an opportunity of claiming this right; and he failed not to perceive and 

avail himfelf of his advantage. He fent for the twelve monks deputed by the con
vent to maintain the caufe of the bi1hop of Norwich; and commanded them, un

Cardinal der the penalty of excommunication, to chufe for their primate, cardinal Langton, 
La~gton ap- an Engliihman by birth, but educated in France, and conneCted, by his interefts 

b
P?Ihmted faCrch- and attachments, with "the fee of Rome*. In vain did the monks reprefent, 

· 1 opo an-
terbury. that they had ··received from their convent no authority for this purpofe; that an 

eleCtion, without a previous writ from the King, would be deemed highly irre-
gular ; and that they were merely agents for another perfon, whofe right they 
had· no power nor pretence to_ abandon. None of them had the courage to per· 
fevere in this -oppofition, except one, Elias de Brantefield: All the reft, over
come· by the menaces and authority of the Pope, complied with his orders, and 
made the eleCtion required of them. 

I-NNOCENT, ferifible that this flagrant ufurpation would be highly refented by 
the court of England, wrote John a mollifying letter; fent him four golden 
rings fet with precious ftones; and endeavour.ed to enhance the value of his pre
fent, by infOrming him of the many myfteries which were implied in it. He 
begged him to confider feriouny the form of the rings, their number, their matter, 
and their colour. Their form, he faid, being round, 1hadowed out Eternity, 
-which had , Reither beginning nor end ; and he ought thence to learn his duty of 
afpiring from earthly objeCts to heavenly, from things temporal to things eter
.Qa]. The numoer four, being a fquare, denoted fteadinefs of mind, not to be 
fubverted either by adverfity or profperity, ·fixed for ever on the firm bafis of the 
four cardinal. virtues. Gold, which is the matter, being the moft precious of 
metals, .lignified wifdom, which is the moft precious of all accompliOunents, and 
juftly preferred by Solomon to riches, power, and all exterior attainments. The 
·blue colour of the emerald reprefented Faith ; the verdure of the faphire, Hope·; 
.the rednefs ofthe .ruby, Charity ; and the fplendor of the topaz, Good Works t. 
·By thefe conceits., Innocent endeavoured to repay John for one of the moft im
portant prerogatives of his crown, which he had raviihed from him; conceits 
probably admired by Innocent himfelf. For it ·is eafily poffi ble for a ·man, efpe
cially in a barbarous age, :to unite il:rong talents for bufinefs with an abfurd tafte 
.in fcience and the arts. 

JcmN was enflamecl-with the utmoft rage, when he heard of this attempt of 
the court of Rome t_; and he immediate] y vented his paffion on the monks of 

• M. Paris, p. 15). Ann. Waverl. p. 169. 
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Chrift-church, whom he found inclined to fupport the eledion made--by their chap. xr: 
brethren at Rome. He fent Fulk de Cantelupe, and Henry de Cornhulle, two uo6. 

knights of his train, men of violent tempers, and rude manners, to expel them the 
convent, and take poifeffion of their revenues. Thefe knights entered the mona-
fiery with drawn fwords, commanded the prior and the monks to depart the 
kingdom,. and menaced them, that, in cafe of difobedience, they would inftantly 
bum them· with the convent*· Innocent, prognofticating, from the violence 
and imprudence of thefe meafures, that John would finally fink in the contefr, 
perfevered the more vigoroufiy in his pretenfions, and exhorted the King not to 
eppofe God and the chur-ch any longer, nor to perfecute that caufe for which the 
holy martyr, St. Thomas, had facr-ificed his life, and which had exalted him 
equal to·the highefl: faints in heaven·t : A fufficient hint to John to profit by the 
example of his father, and to remember the prejudices and eftablifhed principles. 
of his fubjefts, who bore a profound veneration to that martyr, and regarded his 
merits as the fubject of their chief, glory and exultatien. 

THE pontiff; finding that John was not yet_ fuffidently tamed to fubmiffion, 
fent three prelates, the bifhops ofLondon~ Ely, and Worcefter, to intimate to 
him, that, if he perfevered in his difobedience, Innocent would be obliged to 
put the kingdom under the fentence of interdict :j:. All the other prelates threw 
themfelves on their knees before him, and entreated him, with tears in their eyes, 
to prevent the fcandal of this fentence, by making a fpeedy fubmiffion to his fpi~ 
ritual Father, by receiving from his hands the new elected primate, and by reftor• 
ing the monks of Chrift-church to all their rights and poffeffions. He burft out 
into the moft indecent invectives againft the prelates ; f wore by God's teeth, his 
ufual oath, that if the Pope prefumed to put his kingdom under an interdiCt, he 
woutd fend to him all the bi:fhops and clergy of England, and would confifcate 
all their eftates ; and threatened, that, if thenceforth he caught any Romans in 
his dominions, he would put out their eyes, and cut off their nofes, in order to 
fet a mark upon them, which might diftinguifh them from all other nations il~ 

Amidft: all this idle violence, John ftood on fuch bad terms with his nobility, that 
he never dared to aifemble the ftates of the kingdom, who, in fo juft a caufe; 
would probably have adh<fred to any other monarch, and have defended with vi .. 
gour the liberties of the nation againft thefe palpable ufurpations of the court 
of Rome. Innocent, therefore, perceiving the King's weaknefs, iffued at laft 
the fentence of interdiCt, which he had for fome time held fufpended over .him § .. 

• M. Paris, p. 156. Trivet, p. 151. Ann. Waverl .. p. 169. 
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Chap. xr. 
1206. 

THE fentence of interdict was at that time the great infi:rument of vengeance 
and policy employed by the court of Rome ; was pronounced againfi: fovereigns 

Interdict of for the lightef.t offences ; and made the guilt of one perfon involve the ruin of 
.tke kingdom. millions, even in their fpiritual and eternal welfare. The execution of it was 

artificially calculated to fl:rike the fenfes in the higheft degree, and to operate with 
irrefifi:ible force on the fuperfi:itious minds of the people. The nation was of a 
fudden deprived of all exterior exercife of its religion: The altars were defpoiled 
of their ornaments: The croffes, the reliques, the images, the ftatues of the 
faints were laid on the ground ; and as if the air itfelf were profaned, and might 
pollme them by its contact, the priefts carefully covered them up, even from 
their own approach and veneration. The ufe of bells entirely ceafed in all the 
churches: The bells themfelves were removed from the fteeples, and Jaid on the 
ground with the other facred utenfils. Mafs was celebrated with fhut doors; and 
none but the priefts were admitted to that holy inftitution. The laity partook 
of no religious rite, except baptifm to new- born infants, and the communion to 
the dying : The dead were not interred in confecrated ground : They were ~hrown 
into ditches, or buried in common fields ; and their obfequies were not attended 
with prayers or any hallowed ceremony. Marriage was celebrated in the church
yards* ; and that every action in life migh.t bear the marks of this dreadful fitua
tion, the people were prohibited the ufe of meat, as in Lent, or times of the 
higheft penance ; were debarred from all pleafures and entertainments ; and were 
forbid even to falute each other, or fo much as to fhave their beards, and give 
any decent attention to their perfon and apparel. Every circumfiance carried the 
fymptoms of the deepeft diftrefs, and of the moft immediate apprehenfions of 
divine vengeance and indignation. 

THE King, that he might oppofe his temporal to their fpiritual terrors, im
mediately, from his own authority, confifcated the eftates of all the clergy who 
obeyed the interdict t ; banifhed the prelates, confined the monks to their con
vent, and gave them only fuch a fmall allowance from their own eftates, as would 
fuffice to provide them in food and rayment. He treated with the utmaft rigour 
all Langton's adherents, and every one who fhowed any difpofition to obey the 
orders of.Rome: And that he might diftrefs the clergy in the tendereft point, 
and at the fame time expofe them to reproach and ridicule, he threw into prifon 
all their concubines, and required high fines and confifcations as the .price of their 
liberty :f:. 

AFTER the canons, which eftablifhed the celibacy of the clergy, were, by the 
zealous endeavours of archbi!hop A:nfelm, more rigoroufiy executed in England, 

• Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 51• 
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the ecclefiafiics gave, almoft univerfally and avowedly, into the ufe of concubinage; 
and the court of Rome, which had no intereft in prohibiting this pracrice, made 
a very flight oppofi~ion to it. The cuO:om was become fo prevalent, that in fome 
cantons of Swifferland, before the reformation, the laws not only permitted, but, 
to avoid fcandal, enjoined the ufe of concubines to the younger clergy * ; and it 
was ufual every where for priefts to apply to their ordinary, and obtain from him 
a formal liberty for this indulgence. The bilhop cor;nmonly took care to pre
vent this pracrice from degenerating into licentioufnefs : He confined the pride 
to the ufe of one woman, required him to be conftant to her bed, obliged him to 
provide for her fubfifrance and that of her children; and, tho' the offspring was, 
in the -eye of the law, deemed illegitimate this commerce was really a kind of 
inferior marriage, fuch as is frill praCl.ifed in Germany among the nobles ; and 
may be regarded by the candid as an appeal; from the tyrannY' of civil and eccle
fiafrical inftitutions, to the ~ore virtuous and more unerring laws of nature. 

THE quarrel between the King and' the fee of Rome continued for fome years ; 
and tho' many of the clergy, from the fear of punilhment, obeyed the orders of 
John, and celebrated divine fervice, they complied with the utmoft relucrance, 

and were regarded, both by themfelves and the people, as men who betrayed 
their principles, and facrificed their confcience to temporal regards and interefts; 
During this violent fituation, the King, in order to give a luftre to his govern
ment, attempted military expeditions, againft Scotland, againft Ireland, againft 
the Weith t; and he commonly prevailed, more from the weaknefs of his ene
mies than from his own vigour or abilities. Meanwhile, the danger to which 
his government ftood continually expofed from the difcontents of the ecclefiaftics, 
increafed his natural propenfion to tyranny; and he feems even wantonly to have 
difgufted all orders of men, efpec!ally his nobles, from whom alone he could rea
fonably expect fupport and affifrance. He difuonoured their families by his licen
tious amours; he publifued ediB:s, prohibiting them from hunting feathered game, 
and thereby reftrained them from their favourite occupation and amufement :j: ; 
he ordered all the .hedges and fences near his forefts to be levelled, that his deer 
might have more ready accefs in~o the fields for pafrure ; and he continually 
loaded the nation with arbitrary taxes and impofitions. Confcious of the general 
hatred which he had incurred, he required his nobility to give him hofrages for 
fecurity of their allegiance; and they were obliged to put into his hands their 
fons, or nephews, or near relations. When his meifengers came with like or
ders to the caftle of William de Braoufe, a baron of great note, the ·Jady of that 

• Padre Paolo, Hift. Cone. Tdd.lib. r. t W. Heming.·p. 556. Ypod. Neuft. p. 4-6o, . 
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nobleman replied, that fhe would never entruft her fon into the hands of one who 
had murdered his own nephew, while in his cuftody. Her hufband reproved her 
for the feverity of this fpeech; but, fenGble of his danger, he immediately fled 
with his wife and fon into Ireland, where he endeavoured to conceal himfelf. 
The King difcovered the unhappy family in their retreat ; feized the wife and 
fon, whotr he ftarved to death in prifon ; and the baron himfelf narrowly efcap
ed, by flying into France *. 

THE church of Rome had artificiaUy contrived a gradation of fentences, by 
which fhe kept offenders in awe, fiill afforded them an opportunity of preventing. 
the next anathema by fubmiffion; and in cafe of their obftinacy, was able to re
freih the horror of the people againft them, by new denunciations of the wrath' 
and vengeance of heaven. As the fentence of interdiCt had not operated the de
fired effect on John, and as his people, tho" extremely difconrented, had hitherto. 
been reftrained from rifing into open rebellion againft him, he was foon to look 
for the fentence of excommunication : And he had reafon to apprehend, that, 
notwithftanding all his precautions, the moft dangerous confequences might enfue 
from it. He was witnefs of the other fcenes, which, at that very time, were 
acting in Europe, and which difplayed the unbounded and uncontrouled power 
of the papacy. Innocent, far from being difmayed at his contefts with the" King 
of Engfand~ had excommunicated the Emperor Ocho, John's nephew t; and 
foon brought that powerful and haughty prince to fubmit to his authority. He 
publifhed a crufade againft the Albigenfes, a fpecies o£ enthuliafrs in the fouch 
of France, whom he d'enominated heretics, becaufe, like other entnufiafts, they 
negleCted the rites of the church, and oppofed the power and influence of the 
clergy : The people from all parts of Europe, moved by their fuperftition and 
their pafiion for wars and adventures, flocked to his ftandard : Simon de Mont
fort, the general of the crufade, acquired to himfelf a fovereignty in thefe pro• 
vinces : The count de Tholoufe, who protected the Albigenfes, was defpoiled 
of his dominions: And thefe feB:aries themfelves, tho'" the moft innocent and in
offenfive of mankind, were exterminated with all the circumftances of the moft 
extreme violence and barbarity. Here was therefore both an army and a general, 
dangerous from their z·eal and valour, ready to act againft John;- and Innocent, 
after keeping the thunder long fufpended gave at laft· authority to the bifhops of 
London, Ely, and Worcefter, to denounce the fentence of excommunication 
againft him :f:. T hefe prelates obeyed ; tho" their brethren were deterred from 
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publifhing, as the Pope required of them, the fentence in the (everal churches of Chap. XI. 
their diocefes. 1 zo9. 

No fooner was the excommunication known, than the effeCts of it appeared. 
Geoffrey, archdeacon of Norwich, who was entrufted with a confiderable office 
in the court of exchequer, being informed of it while fitting on the bench, ob
ferved to his brethren the danger of ferving under an excommunicated King; and 
he immediately left his chair, and departed the court. John gave orders to feize 
him, to throw him into prifon, to cover his head with a great leaden cope; and 
by this and other fevere ufage, he foon put an end to his life * : Nor was there 
any thing wanting to Geoffrey, except the dignity and rank of Becket, to exa-lt 
him to an equal ftation in heaven with that great and celebrated martyr. Hugh 
de Wells, the King's chancellor, being elected, by his appointment, bi!hop of 
Lincoln, upon a vacancy in that fee, defired leave to go abroad, in order to re
ceive confecration from the archbi!hop of Roi.ien; but he no fooner reached 
France, than he haftened to Pontigny, where Langton then refided, and paid fub
miffions to him as his primate. The bifhops, finding themfelves expofed equally 
to the jealoufy of the King and hatred of the people, gradually ftole out of the 
kingdom ; and at ]aft there remained only three prelates to perform the functions 
of the epifcopal office t. Many of the nobility, terrified with John's ty·ranny, 
and obnoxious to him on one account or other, imitated the example of the bi-
1hops; and moft of the others, who remained, were with reafon fufpected of hav
ing fecretly entered into a confederacy againft him :j:. John was alarmed at his 
dangerous fituation; a fituation, which prudence, vigour, and poP.ularity, might 
formerly have prevented, but which no virtues nor abilities were now fufficient to 
remedy. He defired a conference with Langton at Dover; offered to acknow
ledge him as primate, to fubmit to the Pope, to reftore the exiled clergy, even 
to pay them a limited fum of money as a compenfation for the rents of their con
fifcated eftates. But Langton, perceiving his advantage, was not fatisfied with 
thefe conceffions : He demanded, that full reftitution and reparation fl1ould be 
made to all the clergy; a condition fa exorbitant, that the King, who probably 
had not the power of fulfilling it, and who forefaw that this eftimation of da
mages might amount to an infinite fum, finally broke off the conference II· 

THE next gradation of papal fentences was to abfolve John's fubjecrs from 
their oaths of ,Jidelity and allegiance, and to declare every one excommunicated 
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who had any commerce with him, in public or in private; at his table, in his 
council, or even in private converfation * : And this fentence was .accordimgly,, 
with all imaginable folemnity, denounced aga~nft him. But as John frill perfe
vered in his contumacy, there remained nothing but the fentence of depo£ition .; 
which, tho' intimately conneCted with the former, had been clifting.uilhed from 
it by the artifice of the Romifh church; and Innocent determined to dart .. this 
laft thunder-bolt againft the refraCtory monarch. But as a fentence of this kitld 
required an armed force to execute it, the pontiff, cafting his eyes around, pitched 
~at latl on Philip, King of France, as the perfon, into whofe powerful hand he 
could moft properly entruft that weapon, the ultimate refource of his :ghoil:ty 
authority. And he proffered that monarch, befides the remiffion .of .ill his 1ins 
and endlefs fpiritual benefits, the property and poffeffion of the kingdom of·Eng· 
land, as the reward of his labour t. 

IT was the common concern of all princes to oppofe thefe exorbitant pretenfions 
of the Roman pontiff, by which they themfelves were rendered valfals, and vaffals 
totally dependant, of the papal crown: Yet even Philip, the moft able monarch 
of the age, was feduced, by prefent intereft, and by the profpeCt of fo tempting a 
prize, to accept this liberal offer of the pontiff, and thereby to ratify that autho
rity, which, if he ever oppofed its boundlefs ufurpations, might, next day, tumble 
him from the throne. He levied a great army ; fummone.d all the vaffals of his 
crown to attend him at Roiien ; collecced a fleet of 17.00 veffels, great and fmall, 
in the fea-ports of Normandy and Picardy; and partly from the zeal of the age, 
partly from ·the perfonal regard, univerfally paid him, prepared a force, which 
feemed equal to the greatnefs of his enterprize. The King, on the other hand, 
iffued out writs, requiring the attendance of all his military vaffals at Dover, and 
even of all able- bodied men, to defend the kingdom in this dangerous extr.emity. 
An infinite number appeared ; of whom he feleCl:ed an army of 6o,ooo men; a 
power invincible, had they been united in affections to their prince, and animated 
with a becoming zeal for the defence of their native country :j:. But the people 
were fwayed by fuperfticion, and regarded their King with horror, as anathematized 
by papal cenfures: The barons, befides lying under the fame prejudices, were all 
difgufted with his tyranny, and were, many of them, fufpected of holding a 
fecret correfpondence with the enemy: And the incapacity and cowardice of 
the king himfelf, ill fitted to ftruggle with thofe mighty difficulties, made men 
prognofticate the moft fatal effects -from the French invafion. 
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PANDOLF, whom the Pope had chofen for his legate, and appeinted to head this Cha:). XL 
important expedition, had, before he lefc Rome, applied for a fecret conference n13, 

with his mafter, and had aiked him, whether, if the King of England, in this 
de(perate fituation, were willing to fubmit to the apoftolic fee, he fhould grant 
him any terms of accommodation *? Innocent, who expected more advantages 
from his agreement with a prince fo abject both in charaCter and fortune, than 
from his alliance with a great and viCtorious monarch, who, after fuch mighty 
acquifitions, might become too haughty to be bound by fpiritual chains, ex-
plained to Pandolf the conditions on which he was willing to be reconciled to the 
King of England. The legate, therefore, as foon as he arrived in the north of 
France, fent over two knights templars to de fire an interview with John at Dover, 
which was readily granted ; and he there reprerented to him, in fuch fhong, and 
probably in fuch true colours, his loft condition, the difaffeft:ion of his fubjecrs, 
the fecret combination of his vaffals againft him, the mighty armament of France, 
that John yielded -at difcretion t, and fubfcribed to all the conditiops which Pan-

1 
th Ma , 

dolf was pleafed to impofe upon him. He promifed, among other articles, that ""h
3 

K. : 
• 1 e mg s 

he would fubmit himfelf entirely to the JUdgment of the Pope; that he would fubmiffion ro 
acknowledge Langton fot primate; that he would reftore all the exiled clergy the Pope. 

and laity, who had been banifhed on account of the conteft ; that he would make 
them full reftitution of their goods, and compenfation for all damages, and in-
ftantly confign eight thoufand pounds, in part of payment; and that every one 
outlawed or imprifoned for their adherence to the Pope, fhould immediately be 
received into grace and favour :j:. Four barons fwore, along with the King, to 
the obfervance of this -ignominious treaty II· 

BuT the ignominy of the King was not yet carried to its full height. Pandolf, 
as the firft fpecimen of his deference to the Pope's orders, required him to refign 
his kingdom to the church, and he perfuaded him, that he could no way fo effec
tually difappoint the French invafion, as by thus putting himfelf under the im
mediate proteCtion of the apoftolic fee. John, lying under the agonies of prefent 
terror, made no fcruple of fubmitting to this condition. He paffed a charter, in 
which he faid, that, not conftrained by fear, but of his own free-will, and by the. 
common advice and confent of his barons, he had, for the remiffion of his own 
fins and thofe of his family, refigned England and Ireland to God, to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and to Pope Innocent and his fucceffors in the apoftolic chair: 
He agreed to hold thefe dominions as feudatory of the church of Rome, by the 

" M. Paris, p. t6z. t M, Weft. p. 271. t Rymer, vol. i. p. ·166, M. Paris, 
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annual payment of a thoufand marks ; feven hundred for England, three hun· 
dred for Ireland : And he ftipulated, that if he or his fucceffors fhould ever pre
fume to revoke or infringe this charter, they fhould inftantly, except upon ad
monition they repented them of their offence, forfeit all right to their dominions*. 

IN confequence of this agreement, John did homage to Pandolf as the Popets 
legate, with all the humiliating rites which the feudal law required of vaffals be
fore their liege~lord and fuperior. He came difarmed into the legate's prefence,. 
who was feared on a throne; he flung himfelf on his knees before him;· he lifted 
up his joined hands, and put them within thofe of Pandolf; he fwore fealty t() 
the Pope ; and he paid part of the tribute, which he owed for his kingdom as the 
patrimony of St. Peter. The legate, elated by this fupreme triumph of facerdo· 
tal power, could not forbear difcovering extravagant fymptoms of joy and exuF
tation : He trampled on. the money, which was laid at his feet as an earneft of 
the fubjeCtion of the kingdom: An infolence, which, however oftenfive to all the
Englifb, no one prefent, except the archbiihop of Dublin,. dared take any no"' 
tite of. But tho' Pandolf had brought the King to fubmit to thefe baf'e condi .. 
tions, he frill refufed to take off the excommunication and interdict, till an efl:i
rnation fuould be taken of the loffes of the ecclefiaftics, and full compenfatiori and: 
reftitution fhould be made them. 

JoHN, reduced to this abject fituation under a foreign power, ftil1 !bowed the 
fame difpofition to tyranny ovet his fubj.etl:s, which had been the chief caufe of 
all his misfortunes. One Peter of Pomfret, a hermit, had foretold, that the 
King, this very year, fuould lofe his crown; and for that ra{h prophecy, he had 
been thrown into prifon in Corfe-caftle. John now determined to bring him to 
punifument as an impoftor: and tho'· the man pleaded, that this prophecy was 
fulfilled, and that the King had loft the royal and independant crown which he 
fotinerly wore, the defence was fuppofed to augment his guilt :. He was dragged 
at horfes tails to the town of War ham, and there hanged on a gibbet with his· 
fon +. 

wHEN Pandolf, after receiving the homage of John, returned to the court of 
France, he congratulated Philip on the fuccefs of his pious enterprize; and inD 
formed him, that John, moved by the terror of the French arms, had now come 
to a juft fenfe of his guilt; had returned to obedience under the apoftolic fee; 
had even confented to do homage to the Pope for. his dominions; and having 

• Rymer, vol. i. p. 176. M. Paris, p. 165. Trivet, p. 158. Ann. W.Jver!. p. 177. W. He-
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thus made his kingdom a part of St. Peter's patrimony, had rendered it impof
fible for any Chriftiar:1 prince, without the moU: manifeft: and moft flagrant im· 
piety, to attack him *. Philip was in a rage on receiving this intelligence : He 
exclaimed, that having, at the Pope's inftigation, undertaken an expedition, 
which had coft him above 6o,ooo pounds fterling, he was fruftrated of his pur
pole, at the time when its fuccels was become infallible : He complained, that 
all the expence had fallen upon him; all the advantage had accrued to Innocent: 
He threatened to be no longer the dupe of thefe hypocritical pretences : And af~ 
fembling his vaffals, he laid before them the ill treatment which he had received, 
expofed the interefted and fraudulent conduCt of the Pope, and required their af
fiftance to execute his enterprize againft England, in which, he told them, that, 
notwithftanding the inhibitions and menaces of the legate, he was determined to 
perfevere. The French barons were in that age little lefs ignorant and fuperfti
tious than the Engliih: Yet, fo much does the influence of thefe religious prin
ciples depend on the prefent difpofition of mens minds ! they all vowed to follow 
their prince on his intended expedition, and were refolute not to be difappointed 
of that glory and thofe riches, which they had long expected from this enter~· 
prize. The earl of Flanders alone, who had previoufiy formed a fecret treaty 
with John, declaring againfl: the injuftice and impiety of the undertaking, with
drew with his forces t ; and Philip, that he might not leave fo dangerous an 
enemy behind him, firft turned his arms againft the dominions of that prince. 
Meanwhile, the Engliih fleet was aff~mbled under the earl of Salifbury, the King's 
natural brother, and tho' inferior in number, received orders to attack the French 
in their harbours~ Salifbury performed this fervice with fo much fuccels, that he 
took three hundred fhips; deftroyed a hundred more :j: : And Philip, finding it 
impoffible c~ prevent the reft from falling into the hands of the enemy, fet fire to 
them himfelf, and thereby rendered it impoffible for him to proceed any farther 
in his enterprize. 

JoHN, exulting in his prefent fecurity, infenfible to his paft difgrace, was fo 
elated with this fuccefs, that he thought of no leis than of invading France in his 
turn, and of recovering all thofe provinces which the profperous arms of Philip had 
formerly ravilhed from him. He propofed this expedition to the barons, who 
were already affembled for the defence of the kingdom. But the Engliih barons 
both hated and defpifed their prince: They prognofticated no fuccefs to any en
terprize conducted by fuch a leader : And pretending, that their time of fervice 
was elapfed, and all their provifions exhaufted, they refufed to fecond his under-

* Trivet, p. x6o. t M. Paris, p. I 66. :t: M, Paris, p. 1 66. Chron. Dunft, 
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Chzp. XI. taking*. The King, however, refolute in his purpofe, embarked with a few 
v 13· followers, and failed to Jerfey, in the foolifh notion, that the barons would at 

lafl: be afhamed to ftay behind t. But finding himfelf difappointed, he returned 
to England ; and raiftng fome troops, threatened to take vengeance on all his 
nobles for their defertion and difobedience. The archbifhop of Canterbury, who 
was in a confederacy with the nobles', here interpofed; ftrittly inhibited the King 
from thinking of fuch an attempt ; and threatened him with a renewal of the fen
tence of excommunication, if he pretended to levy war upon any of his fubjeCl:s, 
before the kingdom was freed from the fentence of interdict :1:· 

THE church had diifolved the feveral anathemas pronounced againft John, by 
the fame gradual progrefs with which fhe had at firft Hfued them. By receiving 
his homage, and admitting him to the rank of vaif.il, his depofttion was annulled, 
and his Jubjecrs were again bound by thei~; oaths of allegiance. The exiled pre
lates then returned in great triumph, with·Langton at their head; and· the King, 
hearing of their approach, went forth to meet them, and throwing, himfelf on 
the ground before them, he entreated them with tears to l ave compaffion on him 

z0 th · dy. and the kingdom of England II· The primate, feeing thefe marks of ftncere pe-
nitence, Jed him to the· c:hapter-houfe of Winchefler, and there adminiftered an 
oath to him, by which he again fwore fealty and· obedience to Pope Innocent and 
his fucceffors ; promifed to love, maintain, and defend holy church and the 
clergy ; engaged, that he would re-ell:ablHh the good laws of. his anceftors, par• 
ticularly thofe of St. Edward, and would abolilb the wicked ones-; and expreifed 
his refolution of maintaining juftice and right in all·his dominions§. The pri· 
mate next gave him abfolution in the requiftte forms, and admitted him to dine 
with him, to the great joy of all the people. The fentence, however, of inter
dict was frill U?held againft the kingdom. A new legate, Nicholas, bifhop of 
Frefcati, came into England, in the place of Pandolf; and he declared it to be 
the Pope's intentions never to loofen that fentence, till full reftitution was mad~ 
to the clergy of every thing taken from them, and ample reparation for all da
mages which they bad fuftained +· H~ only permitted mafs to be faid with a 
low voice in the churches, till thefe loifes and damages could be eftimated to the 
fatisfacrion of the parties. Certain barons were appoi-nted to .take an account of 
the claims*; and John was aftonifhed at the greatnefs of the fums,. to which the 
clergy made their loffes to amount. No lefs than twenty thoufand marks were 
demanded by the monks of Canterbury alone; twenty-three thoufa.nd for the fee 
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of Lincoln* ; and the King, finding thefe pretenfions to be infinite and endlefs, Chap. xr. 
·proffered the clergy the fum of an hundred thoufand marks for a final acquittal. 121 3· 

The clergy rejected the offer with difdain; but the Pope, willing to favour his 
new vaffal, whom he found zealous in his declarations of fealty, and regular in 
paying the ftipulated tribute to Rome, directed his legate to accept of forty· thou-
fand i·. The iffue of the whole was, that the bi!hops and confiderable abbots 
got reparation beyond what they had any title to demand : The inferior clergy 
were obliged to fit down contented with their loffes t: And the King, after the 
fentence of"interdict was taken off, renewed, in the mofr folemn manner, and by 
a new. charter, fealed with gold, his profeffions of homage and obedience to the 
fee of Rome II· 

WHEN this vexatious affair was at lafl: brought to a conclufion, the King, as , z 14 .. 

if he had nothing farther to attend to but triumphs and victories, went over to 

Poitl:ou, which frill acknowledged his authority§; and he carried war into Phi-
lip's dominions. He befieged a caftle near Angiers ; but the approach of prince 
Lewis, Philip's fon, obliged him to raife the fiege with fuch precipitation, that 
he left his tents, machines, and baggage behind him; and he returned to Eng-
land with difgrace. About the fame· time, he heard of the great and decifive 
victory gained by the King of France at Bovines over the Emperor Ocho, who 
had entered France at the head of 150,ooo Germans; a victory which e(bblifhed 
for ever the glory of Philip, and gave full fecurity to all his dominions. John 

" could therefore think henceforth of nothing farther, than of ruling peaceably his 
own kingdom; and his clofe conjunction with the Pope, which he was deter
mined at any price to maintain, enfured him, as he imagined, the certain attair;
rnent of this object. But the lafr and moft grievous fcene of this prince's mif
fortunes ftiU awaited him; and he was defrined to pafs thro' a feries of more hu
miliating circumfl:ances than bad ever yet fallen to the lot of any other monarch. 

THE intro3uEtion of the feudal law into England by William the Conqueror . 
h d h · fi · d h l'b · h · .c n. · d b l l D1fcootentsof a muc 1n nnge t e 1 ert1es, owever Impene~.-L, enJoye · y t 1e Ang o- the barons. 

Saxons in their antient government, and had reduced the whole people to a fl:ate 
of vaffalage under the King or barons, ar.d even the greatell. part of them to a 
real ftate of !lavery. The neceffity alfo of devolving great powe-r into the hands 
of a prince, who was to maintain a military dominion over a vanquifhed nation, 
had engaged the Norman barons to fubmit to a more rigorous and abfolute :>u-
thority, .than that to which men of their rank, in other f-eudal governments, were 

~. Chron. Dun!t vol. i. p. 64. + M. Paris, p. 173·. Chron. D.m!l:. vol, i.· p. 6z. 
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Chap. XI. commonly fubjected. The prerogatives of the crown, once raifed to a high pitch, 
1 zr4. were not eafily reduced ; and the nation, during the courfe of an hundred and fifty 

<years, had groaned under a tyranny, unknown to all the kingdoms founded by 
the northern conquerors. Henry I. that he might allure the people to give an 
exclufion to his elder brother Robert, had granted them a charter, favourable in 
many particulars to their liberties; Stephen had renewed this grant; Henry II. 
had confirmed it: But the concellions of all thefe princes had fiill remained with
out effect; and the fame unlimited, at leafl: irregular authority, continued to be 
exercifed both by them and their fucce!fors. The only happinefs was, that arms 
were never. yet ravifhed from the hands of the barons and people: The nation, 
by a great confederacy, might fiill vindicate its liberties : And nothing was niore 
likely, than the charaCter, conduCt, and fortunes of the prefent fovereign, to 
produce fuch a general union and combination againfi: him. Equally odious and 
contemptible, both in public and private life, he affronted the barons by his in
iolence, di!honoured their families by his gallantries, enraged them by his tyran
ny, and gave difcontent to all ranks of men by his endlefs exactions and impofi
tions *. The effect of thefe lawlefs practices had already apr:eared in the general 
demand made by the barons of a refioration of their privilege! ; an1 after he bad 
reconciled himfelf to the Pope, by abandolling the independance of the kingdom, 
he appeared to all the world in fo mean a light, that tbey univerfally thought 
they might with fafety and honour infill: upon their pr.;:t("nfiuns. 

BuT nothing forwarded this confederacy fo much as the concurrence of Lang
ton, archbi!hop of Canterbury; a man, whofe memory, tho' he was obtruded 
on the nation by a palpable incroachment of the fee of Rome, ought always to 
be refpeCted by the Engli!h. This prelate, whether he was moved by the ge
nerofity of his nature and his affection to public good ; or had entertained an aniA 
mofity againfi John, on account of the long oppofition made by that prince to 
his election ; or thought, that an acquifition of liberty to the people would ferve · 
to increafe and fecure the privileges of the church ; had formed the plan of re
forming the government, and had prepared the way for that great innovation, 
by inferring thofe fingular claufes above-mentioned in the oath, which he admi
.nifired to the King, before he would abfolve him from the fentence of excom
munication. Soon afcer, in a private meeting of fome principal barons at Lon
cdon, he fhowed them a copy of Henry I.'s charter, which, he faid, he had hap
pily found in a monaflery; and he exhorted them to infifi on the renewal and 
.£>bfervance of i,t : The barons f wore, that they would fooner lofe their lives than 
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depart from fo reafonable a demand*. The confederacy began now to fpread Chap. xr. 
wider, and to comprehend almoft all the barons of England; and a new and 121 4· 

more numerous meeting was fummoned by Langton at St. Edmondfbury, under November. 

c0lour of devotion. He again produced to the a!fembly the old charter of 
Henry ; renewed his exhortations of unanimity and vigour in the profecution of 
their purpofe; and reprefented in the ftrongeft colours the tyranny to which they 
had fo long been fubjeCl:ed, and from which it now behoved them to free them-
fdves and their pofierity t. The barons, inflamed by his eloquence, incited by 
the fenfe of their wrongs, and encouraged by the appearance of their power and 
FlUmbers, folemnly took an oath before the high altar, to adhere to each other, 
to infifi: on their demands, and to make endlefs war on the King, till he lhould 
fubmit to grant them :j:. They agreed, that, after the fefl:ival of Chrifl:mas~ 

they would prefer in a body their common petition ; and in the mean time, they 
feparated, after mutually promifing, that they would put themfelves in a pofl:ure 
vf defence, would inlift men and purchafe arms, and \\ould fupply their caftles· 
with the neceffary provifions. 

THE barons appeared in L~ndon on the day appointed ; and demanded of the x z I 5• 
King, that, in confequence of his own oath before the primate, as well as in 6th January~ 

deference to their jufi: rights, he would grant them a renewal of Henry's charteJ·, 
and a confirmation of the laws of St. Edwad. The King, alarmed with their 
zeal and unanimity, as well as with their power, required a delay; promifed,. 
that at the feftival of Eafter, he would give them a pofitive anfwer to their pe-
tition; and offered them the archbilhop of Canterbury, the bi!hop of Ely, and·. 
the earl of Pembroke, the Marefchal, as fureties for his fulfilling this engage-
ment II· The barons accepted of the terms, and peaceably returned to their. < 
caftles. 

DuRING this interval, John, in order to break or fubdue the league of his 1stb January. 
barons, endeavoured to avail himfelf of the ecclefiaftical power, of whole influ-
ence he had, from his own recent misfortunes, had fuch fatal experience. He 
granted to the clergy a charter, abandoning for ever that important prerogative, 
fQr which his father and all his anceil:ors had zealoufiy contended.; y.ielding ro 
them the free eleCtion on all vacancies; referving only the power to iifue a conge 
d'elire, and to fubjoin a confirmation of the eleCtion; and declaring, that, if 
either of thefe were with-held, the choice fhould neverthelefs be deemed jufl and: 

• M. Paris, p. I67. t M. Paris, p. 175• t 1\T,.Paris, p. I ;6, 
ll M. Paris, p. 176, M. Weft. p. 273, 
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valid *. He made a vow to lead an army into Paleftine againil: the infidels, and 
he took on him the crofs; in hopes, that he would receive from the church that 
proteCtion, which fhe tendered to every one that had entered into this facred and 
meritorious engagement t. And he fent to Rome his agent, William de Mau
clerc, in order to appeal to the Pope againil: the tyranny of his barons, and pro
cure him a favourable fentence from that powerful tribunal :j:. The barons alfo 
were not negligent on their part in endeavouring to engage the Pope in their in
terefts : They dif patched Euftace de Vefcie to Rome ; laid their cafe before In
nocent as their feudal lord ; and petitioned him to interpofe his authority with 
the King, and oblige him to reil:ore and confirm all their juil: and undoubted 
privileges !J. 
lN~OCENT beheld with regret the difl:urbances which had arifen in England, 

and was much inclined to favour John in his prerenfions. He had no other hopes 
of retaining and extending his newly acquired fuperiority over that kingdom, but 
by fupporting fo bafe and degenerate a prince, who was willing to facrifice every 
confideration to his prefent fafety ; and he forefaw, that, if the adminiftration 
fell into the hands of thefe gallant and high~fpirited barons, they would vindi
cate the honour, liberty, and independance of the nation, with the fame ardour 
which they now exerted in defence of their own. He wrote letters therefore to 
the prelates, to the nobility, and to the King himfelf. He exhorted the firft to 
employ their good offices in conciliating peace between the contending parties, 
and putting an end to civil difcord : To the fecond, he expreffed his difapproba
tion of their conduct in employing force to extort conceffions from their reluctant 
fovereign: The lalr, be advifed to treat his nobles with grace and indulgence, 
and to grant them fuch of their demands as fhould appear juft and reafonable §. 

THE barons eafily faw, from the tenor of thefe letters, that they muft lay their 
account with having the Pope, as well as the King, for their adverfary ; out 

they had already advanced too far to recede from their pretenfions, and their paf
fions were fo deeply engaged, that it exceeded even the power of fuperftition itfelf 
any longer to controul them. They alfo forefaw, that the thunders of Romc-, 
when not feconded by the efforts of the Englifh ecclefiaftics, would be of fmal! 
avail againil: them ; and they perceived~ that the moft confiderable of the pre
lates, as well as all the inferior clergy, profeifed __ the higheft approbation of their 
caufe. Betides, that thefe men were feized with the national paffion for laws and 
liberty; bleffings, of which they themfelves expected to partake; there concur-

• Rymer, vol. i. p. 197. 

·P· 37· M. Weft. p. Zi3· 
~ R) me.r1 vol. i. p. 19r;, 117. 

t Rymer, vol. i. p. zoo. 
t ·Rymer, vol. i. p. I8f. 
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red very powerful caufes to loofen their devoted attachment to the apofl:olic fee. Chap. xr. 
It appeared from all the late ufurpations of the Roman pontiff, that he pretended ~~~~· 
to reap alone all the advantages accruing from that victory, which, under his ban-
ners, tho' at their own hazard, they had every where obtained over the civil ma-
giftrate. The Pope affumed a defpotic power over all the churches: Theil' parti-
cular .cuO:oms, privileges, and immunities, were treated with difdain: Even the 
can'ons of general councils were fet afide by his difpenfing power: The whole ad
miniftration of the church was centered in the court of Rome : All preferments 
ran of courfe in the fame channel : And the provincial clergy faw, at Ieaft felt, 
that there was a neceffity of limiting thefe exorbitant pretenfions. The legate, 
Nicholas, in filling thofe numerous vacancies which had fallen in England during 
an interdict of fix years, had proceeded in the moft arbitrary manner ; .and had 
1?aid no regard, in conferring dignities, to perfonal merit, to rank, to the incli-
nation of the electors, or to the cuftoms of the country. The Englifh church 
was univerfally difgufted ; and Langton himfelf, tho' he owed his elevation to an 
incroachment of the Romifh fee, was no fooner eftablifhed in his high office, 
than he became jealous of the privileges annexed to it, and formed attachments 
with the country fubjeCl:ed to his jurifdic1ion. Thefe caufes, tho' they opened 
£lowly the eyes of men, failed not to produce their effect : They fer bounds to 
the ufurpatiol).s of the papacy : The tide firft ftopped, and then turned againft 
the fovereign pontiff: And it is otherwife inconceivable, how that age, fo prone 
to fuperftition, and fo funk in ignorance, or rather fo devoted to a fpurious eru-
dition, could have efcaped falling into an abfolute and total fiavery under the 
court of Rome. 

AsouT the time that the Pope's letters arrived in England, the malecontent Infurreetion 
barons, on the approach of the feftival of Eafter, when they were to expect the of the barons. 

King's anfwer to their petitions, met by agreement at Stamford; and they af-
fembled a force, confill:iog of above 2000 knights, befides their retainers and in-
ferior perfons without number. Elated with their power, they advanced in a 
body to Brackley, within fifteen miles of Oxford, the place where the court then 
refided ; and they there received a meffage from the King, by the archbifhop of 
Canterbury and the earl of Pembroke, defiring to know what thofe liberties were 
which they fu zealouOy challenged from their fovereign. They delivered to thefe 
meffengers a fchedule, containing the chief articles of their demands; which was 
no fooner 1hown to the King, than he burft into a furious paffion, and aiked, 
why the barons did not alfo demand of him his kingdom ? [wearing, that he 
would never grant them fuch liberties as muft reduce himfelf to 11avery *. 

* M. Paris, p. 176. 
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No fooner were the confederated nobles informed of John's refufal, than they 
chafe Robert Fitz-Walter for general, whom they called the Marefchal of the army 
of God and of holy Church ; and they proceeded without farther ceremony to make 
war upon the King. They befieged the caftle of Northampton during fifteen days, 
tho' without fuccefs * : The gates of Bedford cafi:le were willingly opened to them 
by William Beauchamp, its owner: They advanced to Ware in their way to 
London, where they held a correfpondence with the principal citizens : They 
were received without oppofition into that capital : And finding now the great 
fuperio.rity of their force, they iffued out proclamations, requiring the other ba- · 
rons to join them, and menacing them, in cafe of refufal or delay, with com
mitting devaftation on their houfes and eftates t. In order to !how them what 
they might expect from their profperous arms, they made incurfions from Lon
don, and laid wafte the King's parks and palaces ; and all the barons, who had 
hitherto carried the femblance of fupporting the royal party, were glad of this 
pretence to join openly a caufe, which they always had fecretly favoured. The 
King was left at Odiham in Surrey with a poor retinue of only feven knights : 
a-nd afcer trying feveral expedients· to elude the blow, after offering to refer all 
differences to the Pope alone, or to eight b-arons, fDur to be chofen by himfelf, 
and follr by the confederates :j:, he found himfelf at laft obliged to- fubmit at dif
cretion. 

Magn-a Char- A coNFERENCE between the King and the barons was appointed at Runne• 
ta. mede, between Windfur and Staines; a place which has ever fince been extremely ce

I·sth June. lebrated, on account of this great event. The two parties encamped apart, like 
open enemies ; and after a debate of a few days, the King, with a facility which. 
was fomewhat fufpicious, figned and fealed the charter which was required of him. 

19th June. This famous deed, commonly called the GREAT CHARTER, either granted or fe-

cured very important liberties and privileges to every order of men in the king-
dom, to the clergy, to the barons, and to the people. 

THE freedom of eletl:ions was fecured to the clergy : The former charter of 
the King was confirmed, by which the neceffity of a royal conge d'elire and con
firmation was fuperfeded: All check upon appeals to Rome was removed, by 
the allowance granted every man to depart the kingdom at. pleafure :· And the 
fines upon the cltrgy, for any offence, were ordained to be proportional to their 
lay eG:ates, not to their ecclefiafiical benehces. 

THE privi1eges granted to the barons were either abatements in the rigors of 
the feudal law, or determinations in points which had been left by that law, or 

* M. Paris, p. 177. Chron. Dunit •. v ... I. i. p. 71.,. 
t Rymer, vol. i, p. zoo. 

t M. Paris, p. 177. 
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had become by praCl:ice, arbitrary and ambiguous. The reliefs of heirs fucceed- Chap. XI. 

ing tO a military fee were afcertained; an earl's and baron's at an hundred marks, IZJ)• 

a knight's at an hundred fhillings. It was ordained by the charter, that, if the 
heir be a minor, he fhall, immediately upon his majority, enter upon his eftate, 
without paying any relief: The King !hall not fell his wardlhip: He !hall levy 
only reafonable profits upon the eftate, without committing wafi:e or hurting the 
property: He flull uphold the caftles, houfes, mills, parks and ponds: And if 
he commit the guardianlhip of the eftate to the fheriff or any other, he fhall pre-
viou{ly oblige them to find furety to the fame purpofe. DLiring the minority of 
a baron, while his lands are in wardfhip, and are not in his own poffeffion, no 
debt which he owes to the Jews fhall bear any intereft. Htirs !hall be married 
without difparagement; and before the marriage be contracted, the neareft rela-
tions of the perlons fhall be informed of it. A widow, without paying any re-
lief, !hall enter upon her dower, the third part of her hufband's rents: She !hall 
not be compelled to marry, fo long as !he chufes to continue fingle; 1be !hall 
only give fecurity never to marry without her lord's confent. The· King fhall not 
claim the ward !hip of any minor, who holds lands by military tenure of a baron, 
on pretence that he alfo holds lands of the crown, by foccage or any other te-
nure. Scutages 1ball be efl:imated at the fame rate as in the time of Henry I. ; 
and no fcutage or aid, except in the three general feudal cafes, the King's capti-
vity, the knighting his eldeft fon, and the marrying his eldeft daughter, .lhall be 
impofed but by the great council of the kingdom; the prelates, earls, and great 
barons, !hall be called to this great council, each by a particular writ; the 
leffer barons by a general fummons of the :fheriff. The King fhall not feize 
any baron's land for a debt to the crown,. if the baron poffeffes as many 
goods _and chattels as are fufficient to difcharge that debt. No man fhall be 
obliged to perform more fervice for his fee than he is bound to by his te-
nure. No governor or conftable of a caftle 1ball oblige any knight to give 
money for caftle-guard, if he is willing to perform the fervice in perfon, or by 
anot~er able-bodied man; and if the knight be in the field himfelf, by the King's 
command, he !hall be exempt from all other fervice of this nature. No valfal 
1hall be allowed to fell fo much of his land as to incapacicate himfelf from per-
forming his fervice to his lord. 

THESE were the principal articles, which were calculated for the interefts of 
the barons ; and had the chaner contained nothing farther, national happinefs 
and liberty had been very little promoted by it, as it would only have tended 
to increafe the power and independance- of an order of men, who were already 
too powerful, and whofe yoke might have become more heavy on the people 

3D 2 than 
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Chap. XI. than even that of an abfolute monarch. But the barons, who alone drew and· im~ 
121

5· pofed on the prince this memorable charter, were neceffi-tated to infert in it other 
tlaufes of a more extenfive~ and more beneficent nature : They could not .expect: 
the concurrence of the people, without comprehending, together with their own,. 
the interefts of inferior ranks of men ; and all provifions, which the barons, for 
their own fakes, were obliged to make, in order to enfure the free and equitable 
adminiftration ofjuftice, tended· direCtly to the benefit of the whole community •. 
The following were the principal claufes of this nature. 

IT was ordained:, that a·ll the privileges and immunities above mentioned, 
granted to the barons againft the King, fhould be extended by the barons to thei11 
inferior vaffals. The King bound himfelf not to grant any writ, empowering a 
baron to levy aids from his va!fals, except in the three feudal cafes. One weight 
and one meafure £hall be obferved throughout the whole kingdom. Merchants 
fhall be allowed· to tranfaft ali" bufinefs, withom be·ing expofed to any arbitrary 
tolls and. impofi.'tions : They and all free men fhall be allowed to go out of the 
kingdom and return to it at pleafure. London, and all cities and burghs, fhaa~ 
preferve their antient liberties, immunities and free cufi:oms : Aids fhall not be 
required of them but by. the confent of the great ,counciL No towns nor indivi .. 
duals fhaB be obliged to make or fupport bridges but by antient cuftom. The· 
goods of every free man fhall be difpofed of· according to his will : If he ·die'in· 
tefi:ate, his heirs fhall fucceed· to them. No officer of the crown fhall-rake any 
horfes, carts, or wood, without the confent of the· owner.. The King's courts 
.of juftice fhall be frationary, and fhall no longe-r foHow nis perfi:m :,, They fhaH 
be open to every one; and jufi:ice fhall no longer be bought,, refufed, or delayed 
by them. The fheriffs· fhan be incapacitated to hold pleas of the crown ; and 
:lball not put any, perfon upon his trial, from rumor or fufpicion alone; but upon; 
the evidence of lawful witnefi'es. No freeman fhall be taken or imprifoned, ar 
difpoffeifed; of his free tenement anct liberties, or outlawed,. or baniJhed; or any 
wife hurt or injured; unlefs by the legal judgment·of his peers, or by·:the law of· 
the land,; and· all who fuffered otherwife in this or the two former·reigns, fhall be 
reftored to their rights and poffeffions. Every freeman fhall be fined in propor;. . 
tion to his fault;· and no fine fhall be 'levied on him to his uttel' ruin: Even a vii-. 
lain or ruftic fhall not by any fine be bereaved of his carts, ploughs, and impler 
ments of hu.fuandry.. This was the only, article calculated for the interefts of this 
body of men, probably at that time the moft numerous in, the kingdom. 

IT mufl be confeifed, that the former articles of the Great Charter contain fuch 
mitigations and explanations of the feudal law as. are very reafonable and equir> 

+· table;. 
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fable; and that the latter involve all the chief outlines of a legal government, and Chap. XI •. 

provide for the equal diftr;bution of juftice, and free enjoyment of property; the 
121

5• 
great objects for which political fociety was at firft founded by men, which the 
people have a perpetual and unalienable right to recall, and which no time, nor 
precedent, nor ftature, nor pofiti ve inflitution, ought to deter them from keep-
ing ever uppermoft in their thoughts and attention. Tho' the provifions made 
by this charter might, conformable to the genius ofthe age, be efreemed too 
concife, and too bare of circumftances, to maintain the execution of its articles, 
in oppofition to the chicanery of lawyers, fupported by the violence of power; 
time graduall}' afcertained the fenfe of all the ambiguous expreffions, and thofe 
generous barons, who firft extorted this conceffion, flill held their fwords in their 
hands, and could turn them againil: thofe who dared, on any pretence,. to depart' 
from the original fpirit and meaning of the grant. It is now eafy, from the te-
nor of this charter, to determine what thofe laws were of King Edward, which 
the Englifh nation, during fo many generations, frill defired; with fuch an obfti-
nate perfeverance, to have recalled and eftablifhed. They were thefe latter arti-
cles of Magna Charta; and the barons, who, at the beginning of thefe commo ... 
tions, required the revival of the Saxon laws, undoubtedly thought, that they 
had fufficiently fatisfif'd the people by procuring "them this conceffion, which com
prehended the chief objects to which they had fo long afpired. But what we are 
moft to admire, is the prudence and moderation of thefe haughty nobles them-
felves, who were enraged by injuries, inflamed by oppofition, and elated by a, 
total victory over their fovereign. They were contented-, even in this plenitude 
of power, to depart from fome articles of Henry I:'s charter, which they made 
the foundiuion of their demands, particularly from the abolition of wardlhips, 
fo important a point; and they feem to have been fufficiently careful not to di-
minifh too far the power and revenue of the crown. If they appear, therefore; 
to have carried other demands to too great a height, it can be afcribed only to 
the faitlilefs and tyrannical character of the King himfelf, of which they had long. 
had experience; and which, they forefa w, would, if they provided no farther fe~ 
curity, lead him foon to infringe their liberties, and recall his own conceffions ... 
This alone gave birth to thofe other articles, feemingly exorbitant, which were 
added as a rampart for the fafeguard of the Great Charter; · 

TB:E barons obliged the King to agree, that London iliould remain in their 
hands, and the Tower be configned to the cuftody of the primate, till- the 15th . 
~f Auguft next, or till the execution ofthe feveral articles of the great charter~<> .. 

* R,ym~r, vol. i. p. z-or. Chron. Dunft •. vol. i. p. 73•. 
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The better to infure the fame end, he allowed them to choofe five and twenty 
members from their own body, as confervators of the public liberties; and no 
bounds were fet to the authority of thefe men either in extent or duration. If any 
complaint was made of a violation of the charter, whether by the King, jufticiaries, 
fheriffs, or forefters, any four of thefe barons might admonifu the King to re
drefs the grievance ; and if fatisfaetion w·as not obtained, they could affemble the 
whole council of twenty-five; who, in conjunCtion with the great council, were 
empowered to compel him to obferve the charter, and, in cafe of refiftance, might 
levy war againft him, attack his caftles, and employ every kind of violence, except 
againfl: his royal perfon, and that of his ~een and children. All men, through
out the kingdom, were bound, under the penalty of confifcation, to fwear obedi
ence to the five and twenty barons; and the freeholders of each county were to 
choofe twelve knights, who were to make report of fuch evil cuftoms as required 
redrefs, conformable to the tenor of the Great Charter*. The names of thefe con
fervators were the earls of Clare, Albemarle, Glocefl:er, Winchefter, Hereford, 
Roger Bigod, earl ofNorfolk, Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, William Marefchal 
the younger, Robert Fitz-Walter, Gilbert de Clare, Euftace de Vefcey, the 
mayor o(London, William de Moubray, Geoffrey de Say, Roger de Mombezon, 
William de Huntingfield, Robert de Ros, the conftable of Chefter, William de 
Aubenie, Richard de Perci, William Malet, John Fitz-Robert, William de Lan
valay, Hugh de Bigod, and Roger de Mountfichett. Thofe men were, by this 
convention, really invefted with the fovereignty of the kingdom : They were 
rendered co ordinate with the King, or rather fuperior to him, in the exercife of 
the executive power: And as there was no circumftance of government, which, 
either direCtly or indireCtly, might not bear a relation to the fecurity or obfervance 
of the .great charter; there could fcarce occur any incident, in which they might 
not lawfully interpofe their authority. 

JoHN feemed to fubmit paffively to all thefe regulations, however injurious 
to majefty: He fent writs to all the fheriffs, ordering them to conftrain every 
one to fwear obedience to the twenty-five barons:!=: He difmiffed all his foreign 
forces: He pretended, that his government was henceforth to run in a new tenor, 
and to be more indulgent to the liberty and, independence of his people. But he 
oniy dilfembled, 'till he fhould find a favourable opportunity of annulling all his 
concefiions. The injuries and indignities, which ht had heretofore fuffered from 

* This feems a certain proof that the houfe of commons was not then in being ; otherwife the 
knights and butge:lfes from the feveral counties could have given in to the lords a lift of the grievances, 

without any new eletl:ion. 
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the Pope and the king of France, as they came from equals or fuperiors, feemed to Chap. XL 

make but fmall Jmpreffion on him: but the fenfe of this perpetual and total fub- Izis. 

jection under his own rebellious vaff'als funk deep in his mind, and. he was deter-
mined, at all hazards, to throw off fo ignominious a Oavery *· He grew fullen, 
filent, and referved : He fhunned the fociety of his courtier$ and nobles : He retired 
into the Ifie of Wight, as if defirous to hide his fhame and confufion ;: but in this 
retreat he meditated the moil: fatal vengeanee againil: all his enemies t. He fe-
cretly fent abroad his emilfaries to enliil: foreign foldiers, and to invite the rapa-
cious Braban~ons irito his fervice, by the profpeCl: of fharing the fpoils of England, 
and reaping the forfeitures of fo many opulent barons, who had incurred the guilt 
of rebellion, by riling in arms againil: him :j:. And he difpatched a meffenger to 
Rome, in order to lay before the Pope the great charter, which he had been com-
pelled to fign, and to complain, before that tribunal, of the violence, which had 
been impofed upon him II· 

INNOCENT, confidering himfelf as feudal lord of the kingdom, was incenfed 
at the temerity of the barons, who, tho' they pretended to appeal to his au-
thority, had dared, without waiting for hi·s confent, to impofe fuch terms on a 
prince, who, by refigning to the Roman pontiff his crown and independence, 
had placed himfelf immediately (wder the papal protection. He ilfued, therefore,, 
a bull, in which, from the plenitude of his apoftolic power, and from the au~ 
thority, which God had committed to him, to build and deftroy· kingdoms, to 
plant and overthrow, he annulled and vacated the whole charter, as unjuft in itfeif?. 
as obtained by compulfion, and as derogatory to the dignity of the apoftolic fee. 
He prohibited the barons to exaCt the obfervance of it: He even prohibited the· 
King himfelf to pay any regard to it: He abfolved him and his fubjeEts from all 
oaths, which they had been conftrained to take to that purpofe: And he denounced 
a general fentence of excommunication againil: every one, who ihould perfevere
in maintaining ·fuch treafonable and iniquitous pretenfions §. 

THE King, as his foreign forces arrived along with this bull, now ventured' Renewal' of 

to take off the mafk ; and, under fanCl:ion of the Pope's decree, recalled all the the cidwar.s·,. 

liberties, which he· had granted to his fubjects, and which he had folemnly fworn 
to obferve. But the friritual weapon was found upon trial to qrry lefs force with 
it, than he had reafon from his own experience to apprehend. The primate re-
fufed to obey the Pope in publifhing the fentence of excommunication againft the 
barons; and tho' he was cited to Rome, that he might att~nd a general council,, 

li' l'vJ. Paris, p. 183. t M •. Paris, p. 183. t M. Paris, p. 183. Chron. Dun{~. 
vol. i. p. 7z. Chron. Mailr. p. 188. . II M. Paris, p. 183. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 73· 

§" Rymer,, vol. i. p. zo3, zq,, 205, zoS. M. Paris,. p. 184, 18 5.• 187. 
there 
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Chap. xr. there affembled, and was fufpended, ,on account of his difobedience to the Pope, 
121 5· and his fecret correfpondence with the king's enemies*: Tho' a new and parti

cular fentence of excommunication was denounced by name againft the principal 
barons t; John ftill found, that his nobility and people, and even his clergy, 
adhered to the defence of their liberties, and to their combination againft him : 
The fword of his foreign mercenaries was all he had to truft to for the reftoration 
of his authority. 

1 THE barons, after obtaining the great ch3rter, feem to have been lulled into 
'a fatal fecurity, and to have taken no rational meafures, in cafe of the introduc
tion of a foreign force, for re-affembling their armies. The King was from the 
firft mafter of the field ; and immediately laid fiege to the caftle of Rochefter, 
which was obfl:inately defended by William de Albiney, at the head of an hundred 

10th Nov. and forty knights with their retainers, and was at laft reduced by famine. John, 
irritated with the refiftance, intended to have_ hanged the governor and all the 
garrifon; but on the reprefentation of William de Mauleon, who fuggefted to 
him the danger of reprifals, he was contented to facrifice, in this barbarous man
t ner, the inferior prifoners only t· The captivity of Vldliam de Albiney, the be£1: 
officer among the confederated barons, was an irreparable lofs to their caufe; and 
no regular opp,olition was thencef.>rth made to the progrefs of the royal arms. 
The ravenous and barbarous mercenaries, incited by a cruel and imaged prince, 

·were let loofe againft the eftaces, tenants, manors, houfes, parks of the barons, 
and fpread devaftation over the face of the kingdom. Nothing was feen but the 
flames of villages and caftles reduced to afhes, the confternation and mifery of the 
inhabitants, tortures exercifed by the foJ, 'iery to make them reveal their con
cealed treafures 11, and reprizals no lefs barbarous, committed by the barons and 
their partizans on the royal dtmefnes, and on the eftates of fuch as ftill adhered 
to the crown §. The King marching thro' the whole extent of England, from 
Dover to Berwick, laid the provinces wafte on each fide of him ; and confidered 
-every eftate, which was not his immediate property, as entirely hoftile and the 
objetl: of military execution. The nobility of the north in particular, who had 
-fhown greateft violence in the recovery of their liberties, and who, atl:ing in a 
Jeparate body, had expreffed their difcontent even at rhe conceffions made by 
the great charter.; as they could expect no mercy, fled before him with their wives 
·and families, and purchafed the friendfhip of Alexander, the young King of Scots, 
.by doing hom~ge to him t· 

• M. Paris, p. 189. 

P· 187. 
§ M. Paris, p. 190. 

+·Rymer, vol. i. p. z!l. M. Paris, p. tgz. :1: M. Paris, 
II Chron. de Mailr. p. 190. Ann. Waver!. p. 181, M. Weft. p. 274, Zi5• 
W. Heming. p. 558. t Chron. de M.:..ilr. r· 190. Heming. p. 558. 
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THE barons, reduced to this defperate extremity, and menaced with the total Chap. XI, 
1216. 

lofs of their liberties, their properties, and their lives, employed a remedy no lefs 
defperate; and making applications to the court of France, offered to acknow~ Prince Lewis 

I d L . h ld /l. r. f Ph' I' fi h . r. . d' . h h called over. e ge ew1s, t e e eu 10n o 1 1p, or t e1r wvere1gn ; on con 1t10n, t at e 
afforded them protection from the violence of their enraged prince *. Though the 
fenfe of the common rights of mankind, the only rights which are entirely inde-
feafible, might have jufl:ified them in their depofition of the King ; they declined 
infifl:ing before Philip, on a pretenfion, which is commonly fo unfavourable among 
fovereigns, and which founds har!hly in their royal ears. They affirmed, that 
John was incapable of fucceeding to the crown, by reafon of the attainder, paffed 
upon him during his brother's reign; tho' that attainder had been reverfed, and 
Richard bad even, by his Iafl: will, declared him his fucceffor. They pre~ 

·tended, that he was already legally depofed by fentence of the peers of France, 
on account of the murder of his nephew; tho' that fenten~e could not poffibly 
regard any thing but his tranfmarine dominions, which alone he held in homage 
to that crown. On more plaufible grounds, they affirmed, that he had already 
depofed himfelf by doing homage to the Pope, changing the nature of his fover
eignty, and refigning an independant crown for a fee or vaffalage under a foreign. 
power. And as Blanche of Caftille, the wife of Lewis, was defcended by her 
mother from Henry II. they maintained, tho' many other princes flood before her 
in the order of fucceffioo, that they had not !haken off the royal family in choof ... 
ing her huiband for their fovereign. 

Par LIP was extremely tempted to lay hold of the rich prize which was offered 
to him. The Pope's legate menaced him with interdicts and excommunications, 
if he invaded the patrimony of St. Peter, or attacked a prince, who was under 
the immediate protection of the holy fee t ; but as Philip was affured of the obe
dience of his own vaffals, his principles were changed with the conjunctures of 
the times, and he now undervalued as much all papal cenfures, as he formerly 
pretended to pay refpect to them. His chief fcruple was with regard to the fide
}jry, which he might expect of the Engli!h barons in their new engagements, and 
the danger of enrrufting his fan and heir into the hands of men, who might, on 
any caprice or neceffity, make peace with their native fovereign, by facrificing a 
pledge of fo much value. He therefore exaCted from the barons twenty-five 
hofiages of the mofl: noble birth in the kingdom 11; and having obtained this fe
curity, he firft fent 0\7 er a fma!J army to the relief of the confederates, and then 
more numerous forces, who arrived with Lewis himfelf at th-eir head. 

* M. Weft. p. 274. 
II M. Paris, p. 193· 
VoL. I. 

Knyghto~, p. z.p3. 
Chron • .Dunl1. vol. i. p. 74· 

t M. Paris, p. 194. M. Weil:. p. 275· 
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THE firft effeCt of the young prince's appearance in England was the defertion ~ 
of John's foreign troops, who, being moftly levied in Flanders, and other provinces. 
of France, refuted to ferve againft the heir of their monarchy *~ The Gafcons 
and Poitivins alone,.- who were ftill John's fubjeCl:s, adhered to his caufe; but_ 
they were too weak to maintain that fuperiority in the field, 'which they had 
hitherto fupported againft the confederated barons. Many confiderable noblemen 
deferted John's party, the earls of Sallibury, Arundel, Warrenne, Oxford, Albe~ 
marie, and William Marefhal the younger: His caftles fell daily into ·che 
hands of the enemy: Dover was the only place, which, from the valor and fide
lJty of Hubert de Burgh, the governor, made refiftance to the progrefs of Lewis's 
arms t : And the barons had the melancholy profpeB: of fina~ly fucceeding in 
their purpofe, and of efcaping the tyranny of their own King, by impofiog on
themfelves and the nation a foreign yoke. But this·-union was of very Jhort du
ration between the French and Engli1h nobles; and the imprudence of Lewis, 
who on every occafion fhowed too vifible a preference to the former, encreafed · 
that jealoufy, which it was fo natural for the latter to entertain-- in their prefent 
fituation :j:. The vifcount of Melun, too, it is faid, one of his courtiers, fell 
fick at London, and finding the approaches of death, he fent fo-r fome of his friends 

_ among the Engliili barons, and warning them of their danger, revealed Lewis's · 
fecret intentions of exterminating them and their families as traitors· ,to their 
prince, and bdl:owing their eftates and dignities on his native fubjects, in whofe : 
fidelity he could more reafonably place confidence II· This ftory, whether true: 
or fa-lfe, was univerfally reported and believed ; and concurring with --other cir- . 
cumftances, which rendered it credible, did an infinite prejudice to Lewis's caufe~ 
The earl of Saliibury and other noblemm deferred again to John's party § ; and • 
as men eafily change fides in a civil war, efpecially where their power is founded 
on an hereditary and independant authority, and is- not derived from the opinion 
and favour of the people, the French prince had reafon to dread a {tidden reverfe 
of fortune. The King was affembling a conGderable army~- with a view of fight
ing one great battle for his crown; but paffing from Lynne· to Lincoln !hire, his. 
road lay along the fea·fhore, which was overflowed at high water; and not choof"" 
ing the proper time for his journey, he loft in the inundation all his carriages,. 
treafure, baggage, and regalia. The affliction of this difafter, and the vexation 
from the diftracted ftate of his affairs, encreafcd the fickne>fs,.. under which he 
then laboured ; and tho' he reached the cafi:Ie of Newark, he was obliged to hale~ 

• M. Pari', P· 195· t M. Paris, p. 198. Chron. Dunfl:. vol. i. p. 7 ;, 76. 

t W. Heming. p. 559· II M. Paris, p. 199. M. Weft. p. z77. 
§ Chron. D;.1n!L vol. i. p. t:. 

thert>., 
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·there, aud his diO:emper foon after put an end to his life, in the forty-ninth year Chap. XI. 

of b:is ~ge$ and fev~nteenth of his reign ; and freed the nation from the dangers, 1 216
• 

to which it was equally expofed, by his fuccefs or his p1isfortunes. · Death andf 
· · chflraE\:er o 

THE charaCter of this prince is nothing but a coll;'lplication of vices, equally the King.. 

mean and adinus; ruinous to himfelf, and deftructive to his people. Cowardice, 
inaCtivity, folly, levity, licentioufnefs, ingratitude, treachery, tyranny, and cru-
elty; all thefe qualities appear too evidently in the feveral incidents of his life 
to give us room to fufpect·, that the difagreeable picture has been any-wife 
overcharged by the prejudice of the antient hiftorians. It is hard to fay, whe-
ther his conduct to his father, his brother, his nephew, or his fubjeCI:s was 
moft culpable; or whether his crimes in thefe refpecrs were not even exceeded by 
the bafenefs, which appeared in his tranfactions with the King of France, the 
.Pope, and the barons. His dominions, when they devolved to him by the death 
of his brother, were more extenfive than have, ever fince his time, been ruled by 
any Engliih monarch:- But he firft loft by his mifconduct the flouri:fhing provinces 
in France, the antient patrimony of his family : He fubjecred his kingdom to a 
ihameful vaffalage under the fee of Rome : He faw the prerogatives of his crown 
dimini:fhed by law, and ftill more reduced by faction: And he died at ]aft, 
when in danger of being totally expelled by a foreign power, and of either 
ending his life miferably in prifon, or feeking !helter as a fugitive from the pur-
fuit of his enemies. 

THE prejudices againft this prince were fo violent, that he was believed to 
have fent an embaffy to the Miramoulin or Emperor of Morocco, and to have 
offered to change his religion and become Mahometan, in order to purchafe the 
proteCtion of that monarch. But tho' that ftory is told us, on plaufible autho
rity, by Matthew Paris *, it is in itfelf utterly improbable; except, that there 

·is nothing fo incredible as may not become likely from the folly and wickednefs 
of John. 

THE monks throw great reproaches on this prince for his impiety and even ·in
-fidelity; and as an infl:ance of it, they tell us., that having, one day, caught a 
very fat flag, he exclaimed, How plump and well fed is this animal; and yet 1 dare 

fwear he never heard mafs t. This fally of wit, upon the ufual corpulency of 
the priefts, more than all his enormous crimes and iniquities, made him pafs with 
them for an atheift. 

• P. ~~. t M. Paris, p. ~ 70. 
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JoHN left two legitimate fons behind him, Henry, born on the firft of OCto.: 
ber, 1207, and now nine years of age; and Richard, born on the fixth of 'Janu
ary, 1209; and three daughters, Jane married to Alexander King of Scots; 
Eleanor married firft to William Marefchal younger, earl of Pembroke, and then 
to Simon Mountfort, earl of Leicefter ; and !fabella married to the Emperor, 
Frederic 11. All thefe children were born to him by !fabella of Angoulefme, hiS: 
fecond wife. His illegitimate children \\'ere numerous ;. but nc:>n~ of them were:-. 
-any wife diftinguifhed. 

APPENDI-X: 
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The FEUDAL and ANGLo·- No· R MA-N: 
GovE.RN MRN T and MANNERS •. 

Origin of the fiudallarzv-lts progrif$-Feudal government of Eng~ 
land-'Ihe feudal parliament-'Ihe commons-judicial power· 
-Revenue of the crown~Commerce-'Ihe. Church-Civil. 
Laws-Manners.. ' 

T HE feudal law is the chief foundation, both' of the political ·government and Appendix IT.-'. 

of the jurifprudence, eftablifhed by the Normans in England~ Our fub-
jetl: therefore requires, that we fhould form a juft idea of this law; in order to 
explain the ffate, . as well .of that- kingdom, as of all the other kingdoms of Eu-
rope-, which, during thofe.ages, were governed by fimilar infl:itutions. And tho,. 
I ·am fenfible, that I muft here repeat many obfervations and refktl:ions, which , 
have been communicated by others 11; .yet, as every book, agreeable to the obfer-. 
vation of a great hiftorian *, fhould be as complete as poffible within itfelf, and . 
1hould never refer, for any thing material, to other books, it will be neceffary-, 
in this place, to deliver a fh·ort plan of that prodigious fabric, which, for fever:d 
centuries, preferved fuch a mixture of liberty and oppreffion~ order and anarchy, . 
fiability and revolution, as was never experienced in any other age or any other 
part of .the world. 

AFTER the northern nations fubdued the, provinc~s of the Roman empire, Origin of r11e , 

they were obliged to eftabli.!h a fyftem of government, which might fecure their feudal law .. 

conquefts, . as well againft the revolt of their numerous fubjeB:s, who. remained 
in the provinces, as. from the inroads of other tribes_, who might be .tempted to 
ravifh from them their new. acg\lifitions. The great ~hange oL circumftances 
m;1de them,here depart from thofeinfiitutions, which prevailed among them, while,: 

11. L'Efprit des loix. Dr. Robertfon's hifbry of Scotland. Dalrymp!e of Feudal Tenures. 
• ·Padre de·P~o Hift. <;one. Trid, 
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,J\ppendix II. they remained in the foreO:s of Germany ; yet was it fli11 natural .for them tore
tain, in their prefent fettlement, as much of their antient cufi:oms as was compa
tible w~th their nyw fituation. 

THE German governments, being mote a confederacy of independant wan~iors, 
than a civil fubjection, derived their principal force from many inferior and vo_ 
iuntary a!fociatiotis, which individuals formed under a particular head or chief
cil.in, and which it 15e!came the higheft poim ?f honour to maintain with inviolabl-e 
fidelity. The glory of the chieftain confifi:ed in the number, the bravery, and 
.the zealous attachment 'of his retainers:: The duey of the retainers required that 
they fhould accompany their chieftain in all wars and dangers, tha·t they fhould 
fight and perifh by his fide, am:l that they Tho~ld ef~eem his renown or his favour 
a fufficient recompence for all their fervices *. The princ-e himfelf was nothing 
but a great chieftain, who was chofen from among ~he reft, on account of his fu
perior valour or nobility; and who derived his power from the voluntary al.focia
tion or attachment of the other chieftains. 

WHEN a tribe, governed by thofe ideas, and actuated by thofe principles., 
.Jubdued a large territory, they found, that tho' it was neceffary to keep them- . 
f~lves in a military pofi:ure, they could neither remain united in a body, nor 
take up their quarters in feveral garrifons, and that their manners and inftitu
tions debarred them from ufing thofe expedients; the obvious ones, which, in a 
}ike fituation, would have been employed by a civilized nation. Their igno
rance in the art of finances, and perhaps the devafi:ations infeparable from fuch 
violent conquefts, rendered it impracticable fGr them to levy taxes fufficient for 

_the pay of numerous armies ; and their repugnance to a fJ.avifh fubordination .. 
-with their attachment to rural pleafures, made the life of the camp or garrifon, 
if perpetuated during peaceful times, extremely odious and difgufl:ful to them. 
They feized, therefore, fuch a proportion of the conquered lands as appeared 
nece!fary ; they affigned a 1hare for fupporting the dignity of their prince and 
government; they di.fl:ributed other parts, under the title of fiefs,_ to the chief
tains; thefe made a new partition among their retainers ; the exprefs condition 

-of all thefe grants was, that they might be refumed at pleafure, and that the pof
fdfor, fo long as he enjoyed them, fhould ftill remain in readinefs to take the 
·field for the defc:nce of the nation. And tho' the conquerors immediately fepa
rated, in order to enjoy their new acquifitions, their martial difpofirion made 
them readily fulfil the terms of their engagement: They a!fembled on the firft 
alarm~ their habitual attachment to the chieftain made them willingly fubmit to 

his command ; and thus a regular military force, t!~o' concealed, lay always 

• Tacit. de Mor, Germ. 
ready, 
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ruG!y, to defend, on any emergence, the intereft and honour· of the com- Appendix n •. 
munity. 

WE are not to·imagine, that all or even .the greatefl: part of the conquered .Jands. 
was feized by the northern conquer-ors; or that the whole of the land thus feized 
was fubjeCl:ed to thefe military Cervices. This fuppoficion is confuted by the hiftory 
of all the nations on the continent. Even the idea given us of the German manners 
by the Roman hiftorian, may convince. us, that that bold people would never have 
been contented with fo precarious a fubfiftence, or have fought to procure efta
blifhments, which. were onfy ·to continue during the good pleafure of their fo .. 
vereign. ThQ' the northern chieftains accepted of lands, which, being confi
dered as a kind of military pay, might be refumed at the will of the King or ga
neral ; . they alfo took polfeffion of eftates, which, being. hereditary and indepen
dant, enabled them to maintain -their native liberty, and fupport, without ... court .. ·
favour; the honour oftheir rank and family. 

RuT there is a great difference; in the confequences, between the diftribution Progrefs of'.·· 

of a pecuniary fubfiftence, and the affignment of lands burdened with the condL thef~ud.llJaw,, 
tion of military fervice; The delivery of the former at the weekly, monthly, or 
anm1al terms of payment, fiill recalls the idea of a voluntary gratuity from the 
prince, and reminds the foldier of the precarious tenure by which he holds his 
commiffion. But the attachment~ naturally formed with a fixed portion of 
Jand, gradually begets the idea of fomething like property, and makes the pof- . 
fe.ff'or forget his dependant fituation, and the conditioFt which was at firft an. 
nexed to the grant. It feemed equitable, that one who had cultivated and fowed 
a field, fhould reap the harveft ~ Hence fiefs, which were at firft entirely preca. 
r1ous, were foon made annuaL A man, who had employed his money in build-
ing, planting, or other improvements, expected to reap the ·fruits of his labour · 
or expence : Hence they were next. granted during a term of years. It would 
be thought hard to expel a man from his poifeffions, who had always done his . .: 
duty, and performed the conditions on which he originally received them~ _ 
Hence the chieftains, in a fubfequent period, thought themfelves entitled to de-
mand the enjoyment of their feudal lands during life. It was found, that a man 
would, in battle, hazard his life more willingly, if alfured, chat his family !hould -
inherit his po.ff'effions, and Jbould not be expofed by his death to want and po-
verty : Hence fiefs were made hereditary in families, and defcended, during one . 
age, to the fon ; then to the grandfon, next to the brothers,·- and afterwards to 
more di!bnt relations *. The idea of property ftole .in gradually upon that of 

* Lib, Feud, lib. 1. tit. n., 
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Appendix II. military pay ; and each century made forne fenGble addition to the ftability fo 
fiefs and tenures. 

, IN .all thefe fucceffi ve acquifitions, the chieftain was fupported by his vaffals ; 
~who, having originally a ftrong connexion with him, augmented by the confiant 
·intercourfe of good offices, and by the friendfhips arifing from neighbourhood and 
·dependance, were inclined to follow their leader againil: all his enemies, and vo
·luntarily, in his private quarrels, pay him the fame obedience, to which by their 
tenure they were bound in foreign wars. While he daily advanced new preten
Jions to fecure the poifeffion of his fuperior fief, they expected to find the fame 
advantage in acquiring il:ability to their fubordinate ones; and they zealoufly op
pofed the intrufion of a new lord, who would be inclined, as he was fully intitled, 
to beil:ow the poifeffion of their lands on his own favourites and retainers. The 
authority of the fovereign gradually decayed ; and the nobles, fortified each in his 
own territory by th,e attachment of his vaffals, became too powerful to be expelled 
by an order from the throne; and he fecured by law what he had at firft acquired 
by ufurpation. 

DuRING this precarious ftate of the fupreme power, a difference would imme
diately be experienced between thofe portions of territory which were fubjeCl:ed to 
the feudal tenures, and thofe which were po1feffed by an allodial or free title. 
Tho' the latter poifeffions had at firft been efteemed infinitely preferable, they 
were foon found, by the progreffive changes introduced into public and private 
Jaw, to be of a much inferior condition to the former. The poifeffors of a feu
dal territory, united by a regular fubordination under one chieftain, and by the 
mutual attachments of the vaifals, had the fame advantJges over the proprietors 
. of the other, which a difciplined army enjoys over a difperfed multitude; and 
.were enabled to commit with impunity all injuries on their defencelefs neighbours. 
Every one, therefore, hail:ened to feek that protection which he found fo necef
fary; and each al1odial proprietor, refigning his poffeffions into the hands of the 
King, or of fome nobleman refpec1ed for power or valour, received them back 
with the condition of feudal fervices t, which, tho' a burden fomewhat grievous, 
brought him ample compeofation, by connecting him \vith the neighbouring pro
prietors, and placing him under the guardia\nfhip of a potent chieftain. The 
decay of the political governme.nt thlls neceffarily occafioned the extenfion of the 
feudal : The kingdoms of Europe were univerfaliy divided into baronies, and 
thefe into inferior fiefs: And the attachment of vaffals to their chieftain, which 
was at firft an effential part of the German manners, was ftill fupported by the 

t Marculf. Form. 47· apud I.indenbr. p. 1238• 
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iame caufes from which it at 6dl: arofe; the neceffity of mutual proteCtion, and jppr !'.Lx U, 

the continued intercourfe, between the bead and the members, of benefits 2.nd 
fervices. 

BuT there was another circumO:ance, which corroborated thefe feudal dcr--~r> 
dancies, and tended to connect the vaffals with their fuperior lord by an indtfrb~ 
luble bond of union. The northern conquerors, as well as the more early Gn:tL: 
and Romans, embraced a policy, which is unavoidable to all nations that ba~"' 
made ilender advances in refinement; and rhey every where united the civil jurif· 
diction with the military power., Law, in its commencement, was not an intri
cate fcience, and was more governed by maxims of equity, which feem obvious 
t-o common fenfe, than by numerous and fubtile principles, applied to a variety 
of cafes by profound reafonings from analogy. An officer, tho' he had paffed 
his life in the field, was able to determine all legal controverfies which could oc
cur within the diftrict committed to his charge ; and his decifions were the moft 
likely to meet with a prompt and ready obedience, from men who refpetl:ed his 
perfon, and were accuftomed to act under his command. The profit arifing 
from punifhments, which were then chiefly pecuniary, was another reafon for his 
defiring to retain the judicial power; and when his fief became hereditary, this 
authority, which was effential to it, was alfo tranfmitted to his pofterity. The 
counts and other magiftrates, whofe power was merely official, were tempted, in 
imitation of the feudal lords, whom they refembled in fo many particulars, to 
render their dignity perpetual and hereditary-; and in the decline of the regal 
power, they found no difficulty to make good their pretenfions. After this 
manner, the vaft fabric of feudal fubordination became quite folid and compre
henfive; it formed every where an effential part of the political conftitution; and 
the Norman and other barons, who followed the fortunes of William, were fo ~ 

accuftomed to it, that they could fcarce form an idea of any other fpecies of ci-: 
vii government*. 

TH~ Saxons, who conquered England, as they exterminated the ancient inha~ 
bitants, and were fecured by the fea againft new invaders, found it lefs requifite 
to maintain themfelves in a military pofture; and the quantity of land which they 
annexed to offices, feems to have been of fmall value; and for that reafon conti
nued the longer in its original fituation, and was always poffeffed during pJeafure 
by thofe entrufted with the command. Thefe conditions were too precarious to 
fatisfy the Norman chieftains, who enjoyed more independant poffeffions and ju .. 

• The ideas of the feudal government were fo rooted, that even lawyers, in thofe ages, could not 
form a notion of any other confiitution. Regnum, (fays Bratton, lib. z. cap. 34.) quod ex comitatibus 
& haronibuJ dicitur rffe conjlitutzem. 

Vo~ I. 3 F rifditl:ions 
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A;pen::lix II. rifdittions in their own country ; and William was obliged, in the new difl:ribu
tion of land, to copy the tenures, which were now become univerfal on the c~m
tinent. England of a fudden became a feudal kingdom * ; and received all the 
advantages, and was expofed to all the inconveniencies, incident to that fpecies of 
civil polity. 

Ace oR DING to the principles of the feudal law, the King was the fupreme lord 
government f 
of England. o the landed property ; and all poffeifors, who enjoyed the fruits or re.venue of 

The feudal 

any part of it, held thefe privileges, either mediately or immediately, of him; 
and their property was conceived to be, in fome degree, conditional t. The Jand 
y.ras fl:ill apprehended to be a fpecies of benefice, which was the original conception 
of a feudal property ; and the vaffal owed, in return for it, ftated fervices to his 
baron, as the baron himfelf did for his Jand to the crown. Thevaifal was obliged 
to defend his baron in war ; and the baron, at the head of his vaffals, was bound 
.to fight in defence of the King and kingdom. But befides thefe military fervices, 
which were cafual, there were others impofed of a civil nature, which were more: 
confiant and perpetual. 

THE northern nations had no idea, that any man, trained 'up to_ honour, or 
enured to arms, was ever to be governed, without his own confent, by the abfo
lute will of another; or that the adminiftration of juftice was ever to be exercifed 
by the private opinion of any one magiftrate, without the concurrence of fome 
other perfons, whofe intereft might induce them to check his arbitrary and ini
quitous decifions. The King, therefore, when he found it neceifary to demand 
any fervices of his barons or chief tenants, beyond what was due by their tenures, 
was obliged to aifemble them, in order to p'rocure their confen-t: And when it 
was neceffary to determine any controverfy among the barons themfelves, the· 
queftion muft be difcuifed in their prefence, and be decided according to their 
opinion or advice. In tbefe two circumftances of confent and ad vice, confifted 
chiefly the civil fervices of the antient barons; and thefe implied all the con!i
derable incidents of governments. In one view, the barons. Fegarded this atten-
dance as their principal privilege; in another, as a grievous burden. That no 
momentows affairs could be tranfacted without their confent and advice, was in 
general efteemed the great fecurity of their poffeffions and dignities; but as they 
reaped no immediate profit from their attendance ac court, and were expofed to 
great inconvenience and charge by an abfence from their own efiates,. every one 
was glad to exempt himfelf from each particular exertion of this power; and was 
pleafed both that the call for that duty ihould feldom return upon him~ and that 

* Coke Comm. on Lit. p. 1, z. ad fet:l:. I. 

:Rer. lib. 3· cap. Lo. 
t Somner of G.avelk. p. I09·· Smith de 

others 
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()thers lhould undergo the burden in his flead. The King, on the ot.her hand, Append'x If. 

was ufually anxious, for feveral reafons, that the aifembly of the barons fhould be 
full at every flated or cafual time of meeting: This attendance was the chief badge 
·of their fubordination to his crown, and drew them from that independance which 
they were apt to affeCt in their own cafl:les and manors; and where the meeting 
was thin or ill attended, its determinations had Iefs authority, and were not fol-
lowed by fo ready an obedience from the whole community. 

THE cafe was the fame with the barons in their courts as with the King in the 
fupreme council of the nation. It was requifite to aifemble the vaifals, in order 
to determine by their vote any queflion which regarded the barony ; and they fat 
along with the chieftain in all trials, whether civil or criminal, which occurred 
within the limits of their jurifdiCl:ion. They were bound to pay fuit and fervice 
at the court of their baron; and as their tenure was military, and confequently 
honourable, they were admitted into his fociety, and partook of his friendlhip. 
Thus, a kingdom was only confidered as a great barony, and a barony as a fmall 
kingdom. The barons were peers to each other in the national council, and, in 
f.ome degree, companions to the King: The vaifals were peers to e41Ch other in the 
<:ourt of barony, and companions to their baron •. 

BuT tho' this refemblance fo far took place, the vaffals, by the natural courfe 
of things, univerfally, in the feudal conftitutions, fell into a greater fubordina
tion under the baron, than the baron himfelf under his fovereign ; and thefe go
vernments had a neceifary and infallible tendency to augment the power of the 
nobles. The great chieftain, refiding in his country-feat or cafl:Ie, which he 
was commonly allowed to fortify, loft, in a great meafure, his connexion or ac
quaintance with the prince ; and added every day new force to his authority over 
·the vaffals of the barony. They received from him education in all military ex
ercifes : His hofpirality invited them to live and enjoy fociety in his hall : Their 
leifure, which was great, made them perpetual retainers on his perfon, and par~ 
·takers of his country fports and amufements : They had no means of gratifying 
their ambition but by making a figure in his train: His favour and countenance 
was their greateft honour : His difpleafure expofed them to contempt and ignoe 
miny: And they felt every moment the neceffity of his protection, both in the 
controverfies which occurred with other vaffals, and what was more material, in 
the daily inroads and injuries which were committed by the neighbouring barons. 
During the time, of general war, the fovereign, who. marched at the head of his 
.armies, and was the great proteCtor of the ftate, acquired always fame acceffion 

• Du Cange Glotr. in verb. Par. Cujac. Common. in Lib. Feud. lib. I, tit. I. p. 18. Spelm. 
<7lo1t in verb. 

to 
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Appendix II.to his authority, which he loft during the intervals of peace and tranquillity:: 
But the loofe police incident te the feudal conftitutions, maintained a perpetual, 
t:ho' fee ret hofl:ility, between the feveral members of the ftate; and the vaffals• 
found no other means of fecurity againft the injuries to which they were conti
nually expofed, but by clofely adhering to their chieftain, and falling into a fub
miffive dependance upon him. 

IF the feudal government was fo little favourable to the true liberty even of the 
mi:itary vaffal, it· was- frill more deftruetive of the ind'Cpendance and fecurity of 
the other members of the ftate, or what in a proper fenfe we call the people. A 
gr{!at part of them were ferfs, and lived in a ftate of abfolute Oavery or villainage :· 
The other inhabitants of the country paid their rent in fervices which were in a 
great meafure arbitrary, and they could expeCt no redrefs of injuries in a court of 
barony, from men who thought they had a right to opprefs and tyrannize over 
them : The towns were fituated either within the demefnes of the King, or the 
lands of the great barons, apd were almoft entirely fubjeCted to the abfolute will 
of their mafter. The languiibing ftate of commerce kept the inhabitants pool' 
and contemptible ; and the political inftitutions were calculated to render that po
verty perpetual. The barons and gentry, living in r,uftic plenty and hofpitality., 
gave no encouragement to the arts, and had no demand for any of the more ela
borate produce of manufaCtures: Every profeffion was held in contempt but that 
of arms: And if any merchant or manufaCturer rofe by indufl:ry and frugality to 
a degree of opulence, he found himfelf but the more expofed to injuries, from 
the envy and avidity of the military nobles. 

THESE concurring caufes gave the feudal governments fo ftrong a bias towards 
arifl:ocracy, that the royal authority was extremely eclipfed in all the European 
ftates; and, inftead of dreading the growth of monarchical power, we might ra
ther expeCt·,_ that the community would every where crumble into fo many inde
pendant baronies,. and lofe the political union by which they were cemented. In 
elective monarchies, the event was commonly anfwerable to this expeCtation; and 
the barons, gaining ground on every vacancy of the throne, raifed themfelves al
moft to a ftate of fovereignty; and facrificed to their power· both the rights of the 
crown and the liberties of the_ people. But hereditary monarchies had a principle 
of authority, which was not. fo eafily fubverted;. and there were feveral caufes, 
which ftill maintained a degree of influence in the hands ofthe fovereign. 

THE greateft baron could never lofe view entirely of thofe principles of the feu
dal conftitution, which bound him, as a vaffal, to fubmiffion .and fidelity towards 
his prince-; becaufe he was every moment obliged to have recourfe to thofe prin
ciples, in e~acting fidelity and fubmiffion from his own vaifa.Is. The leffer ba-

rons~ 
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rons, finding that the annihilation of royal authority left them expofed without Appendix n. 
proteCtion to the infults and injuries of more potent neighbours, naturally ad-
hered to the crown,. and promoted the execution of general and equal laws. 
The people had frill a ftronger intereft to defire the grandeur of the fovereign : 
and the King, being the legal magiftrate,. who fuffered by every internal convul-
fion or oppreffion, and who regarded the great nobles as his immediate rivals, af-
fumed the falutary office of general guardian or proteCl:or of the commons. 
Befides the prerogatives with which the law endowed him ;. his large demefnes 
and numerous retainers rendered him, in one fenfe, the greateft baron of his 
kingdom; and where he was poffelTed of perfonal vigour and ability (for his fitua,.. 
tion required thefe advantages) he was commonly able to preferve his authority,. 
and maintain his ftation as head of the community, and the chief fountain of law 
and juftice. 

THE firft Kings of the Nor man race were favoured by another circumftance; 
which preferved them from the encroachments of their barons. They were gene
rals of a conquering army, which was obliged to continue in a military pofture,. 
and to maintain great fubordination under their leader,. in order. to fecure them
felves from the revolt of the numerous natives, whom they had- bereaved of all 
their properties and privileges. But tho' this circumfl:ance fupported the autho
rity o£ William and his immediate fucceifors, and rendered them extremely abfo
lute, it was loft as foon as the Norman barons began to coalefce with the nation; 
to acquire a fecurity in their polTeffions, and to fix their influence over. their vaf
fals, tenants, and fiaves. And the immenfe fortunes, which the Conqueror had 
beftowed on his chief captains, ferve.d to fupport their independancy, and make 
them formidable to the fovereign. 

HE gave, for infl:ance~ to Hugh de Abrincis, his fifl:er's fan, the whale county 
gf Chefter, which he ereCted into a palatinate, and rendered by his grant almofl: 
independant of the crown *. Robert earl of Mortaigne had 973 manors and 
lordihips :. Allan earl of Brittany and Richmond, 442 : Odo~ bi!hop of Baieux, 
439 t: Geoffrey, bifhop of Coutance, 280 :j:: "''alter Giffard, earl of Buck ... 
ingham, 107 II: William, earl Warenne, 298, berides 28 towns or hamletS 
in Yorkfhire § : Todenei, 81 +: Roger Bigod, 123- lli: Robert, earl of Ewe~ 
I 19 t : Roger Mortimer, 132, beGdes feveral hamlets :j:: Robert de Stafford,. 
130 II : \Valter de Eurus, earl of Saliibury, 46 § : Geoffrey de MandevirlelT, 

* Cambd. in Cheih. Spel. Gloff. in verb. Comes Palatin:u. f Brady Hi£1:. p. 198, zoo, 
t Order. Vital. U Dug. Bar. vol. i. p. 6o. from Domefday-book. 
§ Id.p.Jf· + Id.p.lll, liZ, "'Id.p.J3Z. t Id.p.l36,. 
:tId. p. 1j8• II Id. p. 156. § Id, F· 171·. 
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Append'x II. I 18 *: Richard de Clare, 171 t: Hugh de Beauchamp, 47 t: Baldwin de 
Rid vers, 1 6.<1r II : Henry de F errers, 2 2 2 § : William de Percy, I I 9 + : Nor
man d' Arcy, 33 *. Sir Henry Spelman computes, that in the large county of 
Norfolk, there were not, in the Conqueror's time, above fixty-fix proprietors of 
land t. Men, poffeifed of fuch princely revenues and jurifdictions, could not 
long be retained in the rank of fubjeB:s. The great earl vV arenne, in a fubfequenc 
reign, when he was quefiioned, concerning his right to the lands which he pof
feffed, drew his fword, which he produced as his title; adding that William the 
Bafl:ard did not conquer the kingdom himfelf; but that the barons, and his an
ceftor among the reH·, were joint adventurers in the enterprize t· 

The feudal THE fupreme legiOative power of England was lodged in the King and great 
parliament. 

council, or what was afterwards called the parJiament. It is not doubted but 
the archbifhops, bifhops, and moil: confiderable abbots were conftituent members 
of this council. They fat by a double title: By prefcription, as having always 
poffeffed that privilege, thro' the whole Saxon period, from the firft eftablifhment 
of Chriftianity ; and by their right of baronage, as holding of the King in capite 
'by military fervice. Thefe two titles of the prelates were never accurately diftin
gui!hed. When the ufurpations of the church had rifen to fuch a height, as to 
make the bi!hops affect a feparate dominion, and regard their feat in parliament 
as a degradation of their epifcopal dignity; the King inflfted, that they were ba
rons, and on that account, obliged, by the general principles of the feudal law, 
to attend on him in his great councils n. yet there frill remained fame . prac
tices, which fuppofed their title to be derived merely from antient poffeffion: 
When a bi!hop was elected, he fat in parliament before the King had made him 
reftitution of his temporalities; and during the vacancy of a fee, the guardian of 
the fpiritualities was fummoned to attend along with the bifhops. 

THE barons, were -another conftituent part of the great council of the nation. 
Thefe held immediately of the crown by a military tenure : They were the moft 
honourable members of the ftate, and had a right to be confu!ted in all public 
deliberations : They were the immediate vaffals of the crown, and owed as a 

Jer·vice their attendance in the court of their fupreme lord. A refolution, taken 
without their confent, was likely to be but ill executed: And no determination 

"' Dugd. Bar. vo'l. i. p. 200, from Domefday-book. t 1 d. p. 207. t Id. p. ZZJ. 

II Id. p. 2)4- § Id. p. 2S7· + I d. 269. . 
" I d. p. 369. It is Temarkable that this family of d' Arcy, with th:J.t of Windfor, feems to be the 

only ma)e defcendants of any of the Conqueror's barons now remaining among the peers. 
t Spel. Gloff. in verb. DomefJa)'. j Dugdale, Bar. vol, i, p. 79· I d. Origines J uridiciales, 

p. IJ. U Spel. Gloff. in verb. Baro. 
of 
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of any caufe or controverfy among them had any validity, where the vote and Appendix II. 
advice of the whole body did not concur. The dignity of earl or count was of-
ficial and territorial, as well as hereditary ; and as all the earls were alfo barons, 
they were confidered as military vaffals of the crown, were admitted in that capa-
city into the general council, and formed the moft honourable and powerful 
branch of it. 

BuT there was. another clafs of the immediate military tenants of the crown~ 
equally numerous with the barons, the tenants in capite by knights fervice; and 
thefe, however inferior in power or property, held by a tenure, which was equally 
honourable as that of the others. A barony was commonly compofed of feverat 
knights fees ; and tho' the number feems not to have been exactly defined, fel
dom confifted of lefs than forty hydes of land *: But where a man held of the 
King only one or two knights fees, he was frill an immediate vaffal of the King,. 
and as fuch had a title to have a feat in the general councils. But as this atten
dance was ufually efteemed a burthen, and one too great for a man of fiender for
tune to bear conftantly; it is probable, that tho' he had a title, if he pleafed, to. 
be admitted, he was not obliged by any pen~lty, like the barons, to pay a regu
lar attendance. All the immediate military tenants of the crown amounted not 
fully to 700, when Domefday book was framed; and as the members were well 
pleafed, on any pretext, to excufe themfelves from attendance, the affembly was 
never likely on any occafion to become too numerous for the difpatch of public 
bufinefs. 

So .far the nature of a general coum:il or antlent parliament is determined' with- The com 

out any doubt or controverfy. The only queftion feems to be with regard to the mons, 

commons, or the reprefentatives of counties and boroughs ; whether they were 
alfo, in more early times, conftituent parts of parliament ? This queftion was., 
once difputed in England with great acrimony; but fuch is the force of time and 
evidence, that they can fometimes prevail even over faction, and the quefiion 
feems, by general corlfenr, and even by their own, to be at !aft determined againft 
the ruling party. It is agreed that the commons were no part of the great coun-
cil, till fome ages after the conqueft; and that the milirary tenants alone of che 
crown compofed that fupreme and legiOative aff;;:mbly. 

THE valfals of a baron were by their tc:1ure immediately clepend:cnt on him, 
owed attendance at his court, and paid all their duty ta the King, through r hat 
dependance which their lord was obliged by his tenure to acknowledge co his-

•.Fot~r hydes m;de one kni~.ht's fee: The relief of a baronywos t'-•·elvc time-s greater tnan t'JJ.tof 
a knight's fee~ whence we may conjeCiure i's ralue. Spclm. Glofl: in 1erb. Fad::.:·. 
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!' :'pendix It fovereign and fuperior. Their land, comprehended in the barony, was repre .. 
fented in parliament by the baron hirnfelf, who was fuppo!ed, according to the 
fictions of the feudal law, to poifefs the direct property of it; and it would have 
been deemed incongruous to give it any other reprefentation. They ftood in the 
fame capacity to him, that he and the other barons did to the King: The former 
were peers of the barony; the latter were peers of the realm : The vaffa!s poffeffed 
a fubordinate rank within their difiriEt; the baron enjoyed a fupreme dignity in 
the great affembly: They were in fome degree his companions at home; he the 
King's companion in the court: And nothing can be more evidently repugnant to 
all feudal ideas, and to that gradual fubordination, which was effential to thofe an
tient inftitutions, than to imagine that the King would apply either for the advice 
or confent of men, who were of a rank or order fo much inferior, and whofe 
duty was immediately paid to the mefne lord, that was interpofed between them 
and the throne *. 

IF it be unreafonable to think, that the vaffals of a barony, tho, their tenure 
was military and noble and honourable, were ever fummoned to give their opi
nion in national councils; much lefs can it be fuppofed, that the tradefmen or 
inhabitants of boroughs, whofe condition was ftill fo much inferior, would be 
admitted to that privilege. It appears 'from Domefday, that the boroughs were, 
at the time of the conqueft, fcarce more than country villages; and that the inha
bitants lived in entire dependance on the King or great lords, and were of a 
ftation little better than fervile t. They were not then fo much as incorpo
rated ; they formed no community ; were not regarded as a body politic ; and 
being really nothing but a number of low dependant tradefmen, living, without 
any particular civil tie, in neighbourhood together, were incapable of being re_ 
prefented in the ftates of the kingdom. Even in France, a country, which made 
more early advances in arts and civility than England, the firft corporation is fixty 
years pofterior to the conqueft under the duke of Normandy ; and the erecting 
thefe communities was an invention of Lewis the Grofs to free the people from 
ilavery under the lords, and to give them protection, by means of certain privi
leges and a feparate jurifdiEtion :j:. An antient French author calls them a new 
and wicked device, to procure liberty to flaves, and encourage them in fhaking 
off the dominion of their mafters II· The famous charter, as it is called, of the 
Conquero.r to the city of London, tho' granted at a time when he affumed the 
~ppearance of gentlenefs and lenity, is nothing but a letter of protection, and a 

* Spelm. GlolT. in verb. Bare. t Lil;er homo antiently lignified a gentleman : For fcarce 
any one befide was entirely free. Spelm. Gloff. in verbo. t Du Cange's Glo1f. in verb • 
. c~mmune, communi/as. II Guibertus de vita fua, lib. 3• cap. 7· 

declaration 
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declaration that the citizens 1hould not be treated as fl.aves *. By the Englilh Appendix u. 
feudal law, the fuperior lord was prohibited to marry his female ward to a burgefs 
or a villain t ; fo near were the_fe two tai1ks efteemed to each other, and fo much 
inferior to the nobility and geAtry. Befides polfeffing the advantages of birth, 
riches, civil powers and privileges ; the nobles and gentlemen alone were armed; 
a circumftance, which gave them a mighty fuperiority, in an age when nothing 
but the military profeffion was honourable, and when the loofe execution of laws 
gave fo much encouragement to open violence, and rendered it fo decifive in all 
difputes and controverfies :j:. 

THE great fimilarity among all the feudal governments of Europe is well known 
to every man, that has any acquaintance with antient hifi:ory ; and the antiqua
rians of all foreign countries, where the queftion was never embaralfed by party 
difputes, have allowed, that the commons were very late in being admitted to a 
fhare in the legifiative power. In Normandy particularly, whofe confiitution 
was mofi: likely to be William's model in raifing his new fabric of the Englifh 
government, the fi:ates were entirely compofed of the clergy and nobility; and 
the firfi: incorporated boroughs or communities of that dutchy were Roiien and 
Falaife, which enjoyed their privileges by a grant of Philip Auguftus in the year 
1207 u. All the antient Eriglifh hifi:orians, when they mention the great council 
of the nation, call it an alfembly of the baronage, nobility or great men ; and 
none of their expreffions, tho' feveral hundred palfages might be produced, can, 
without the utmoft: violence, be tortured to a meaning, which will admit the 
commons to be conftituent members of that body§. The magna charta of King 
John provides, that no tax or fcutage !hould be impofed but by the confent of 
the great council ; and for more fecurity, it enumerates the perfons entitled to a 
feat in that council, the prelates and immediate tenants of the crown, without 
any mention .of the commons: An authority fo full, certain and explicite, that 
nothing but the zeal of party could ever have procured credit to any contrary 
fyfi:em. 

IT was probably the example of the French barons which firfi: emboldened the 
Eng1ifu to require greater independance from their fovereign : It is alfo probable, 
that the boroughs and corporations of England were efi:abli!hed in imitation of 

* Stat. of Merton, 123 ), cap. 6. 
t Madox's Baron. Angl. p. 19. 

verb. com~;ume. 

t Holingfued, vol. iii. p. I 5. 
Norman. Du Chefnii, p. 1066. Du Cange G!off. in 

§ Sometimes the hiftorians mention the people, populus, as a part of the parliament: But they 
a1ways mean the laity, in oppofition to the clergy. Sometimes, the word, communitas, is found; 
but it always means com:nunitas harona1ii. Thefe points are clearly proved. by Dr. Brady. 

VoL. I. 3. G thofe 



410 H I S T 0 R Y o r E N G L A N D. 

Appendix H. thofe of France. It may, therefore, be propofed, as no unlikely conjeCI:ure, 
that both the privileges of the peers and the liberty of the commons were originally 
the growth ofthat country. 

Judicial 
power. 

JN antient times, men were very little folicitous to obtain a place in the Jegif
lative affemblies ; and rather regarded their attendance as a burden, which was 
not compenfated by any return of profit or honour, proportioned to the trouble 
and expence. The only reafon of inftituting thofe public councils, was; on the 
part of the fubjeCl:, that they defired fome fecurity from the attempts of arbitrary 
power; and on the part of the fovereign, that he defpaired of governing men of 
fuch independant fpirits without their own confent and concurrence. But the 
commons, or the inhabitants of boroughs, had not as yet reached fuch a degree 
of confideration, as to defire fecurity againft their prince, or to imagine, that, even 
if they were affembled in a reprefentative body, they had power or rank fufficient 
to enforce it. The only protection, which they afpired to, was againft the im
mediate violence and injuftice of their fellow-citizens; and this advantage each 
of them looked for, from the courts of juftice, or from the authority of fome great 
lord, to whom, by law or his own choice, he was attached. On the other hand, 
the fovereign was fufficiently affilred of obedience in the whole community, if he 
procured the concurrence of the nobles; nor had he reafon to apprehend, that 
any order of the ftate could refift his and their united authority. The military· 
fub-vaffals could entertain no idea of oppofing both their prince and their fupe
riors : The. burgeffes and tradefmen could much lefs afpire to fuch a thought: 
And thus, even if hiftory were filent on that head, we have reafon to conclude,. 
from the known fituation of mankind during thefe ages, that the commons were 
never admitted as members of the Jegiflative body. 

THE executive power of the Anglo-Norman government was lodged in the 
King ; and befides the ftated meetings of the national council at the three great: 
feftivals of Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide o.t, he was accuftomed, on any 
fudden exigence, to fummon them together. He could at his pleafure command 
the attendance of his barons and their vaffals, in which confifted the military 
force of the kingdom ; and could employ them, during forty days, either in 
refifting a foreign enemy,. or reducing his rebellious fubjecrs. And what was 
of great importance, the whole judicial power was ultimately in his hands, and 
was exercifed by officers and minifters of his appointment. 

THE general plan of the Anglo-Norman government was, that the court of 
barony was appointed to decide fuch controverfies as arofe between the feveral 

:" Dugd. Orig, J urid. p. 15. Spel~ Gloif. in verbo par/iamentum. 
vaffals 
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vaffals or fubjeCl:s of the fame barony; the hundred-court and county-court, Appendix u, 
which were ftill continued as during the Saxon times*, to judge between the fub-
jeCts of different baronies t; and the curia Regis or King's court, to give fentence 
among the barons themfelves :j:. But this plan, tho' fimple, was attended with 
fome circumftances, which, being derived from a very extenfive authority, af-
fumed by the Conqueror, contributed to the encreafe of the royal prerogative; 
and while the ftate was not difturbed by arms, reduced every order of the com-
munity to fome degree of dependance and fubordination. 

THE King himfelf often fat in his court, which always attended his perfon 11 : 
He there heard caufes and pronounced fentence §, and tho' he was affifted by the 
advice of the other members, it is not to be imagined that a decifion could eafily 
be obtained contrary to his inclination or opinion. In his abfence the, chief juf
ticiary prefided, who was the firft magifi:rate in the ftate, and a kind of vice-roy, 
on whom depended all the civil affairs of the kingdom+· The other chief of
'ficers of the crown, the conftal;>Ie, marefchal, fenefchal, chamberlain, treafurer, 
and chancellor*, were members, together with fuch feudal barons as thought· 
proper to attend, and the barons of the Exchequer, who at firft were alfo feudal 
barons, appointed by the King t. This court, which was fometimes called 
the King's court, fometimes the court ofExchequer, judged in all caufes, civil 
and criminal, and comprehended the whole bufinefs, which is now fhared out 
among four courts, the Chancery, the King's Bench, the Common Pleas, and 
the Exchequer :j:. 

* Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p. 334, &c. Dugd. Orig. Jurif. p. 27. 29. Madox Hill:. ofExch. p; 75• 
76. Spelm. Gloff. in verbo hundred. 

t None of the feudal governments in Europe had fuch inftitutions as the county cour•s, which the 
great authority of the Conqeuror frill retained from the Saxon cuftoms. All the freeholders of the 
county, even the greateft barons, were obliged to attend the fheriffs in thefe courts, and to affifthim 
in the adminiftration of juftice. By this means, they received frequent and fenfible admonitions of 
their dependance on the King or fupreme magiftrate : They formed a kind of community with their 
fellow-barons and freeholders ~ They were often drawn from their individual and independant fiate, 
peculiar to the feudal fyftem; and were made members of a political body~ And perhaps, this infti
tution of county-courts in England has had greater effetts on the government, than has yet been dif
tinaly pointed out by hiftorians or traced by antiquaries. The barons were never able to free them
felves from this attendance on the fheriffs and itinerant jufti(.es till the reign of Henry III. 

:t: Brady Pref. lf3• II Madox Hill. of Exch. p. IOJo 

; Braaon, lib, 3· cap. 9· § 1. cap. 10. § x. + Spel, Gloir. in verbo jujliciariru. 
* Madox. Hift. Exch. p. 27. 29. 33· 38. 41. 5+· The Normans introduced the praCl:ice offcaling 

charters; and the chancellor's office was to keep the Great Seal. lngulph Dugd. p. 33, 34• 

t Madox. Rift. of the Exch. p. 1341 IJS• Gerv. Dorob, p. 1387" :t: Madox. Rift. of 
the Exch. P• 56. 70. 
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Appendix·n. SucH an accumulation of powers was itfeif a great fource of authority, and 
rendered the jurifdiction of the court terrible to all the fubjects ; but the turn, 
which judicial trials took foon after the Conqueft, ferved ftill more to encreafe its 
authority, and to augment the royal prerogatives. William, among the other 
violent changes, which he attempted and affected, had introduced the Norman 
law into England 11, had ordered all pleadings to be in that tongue, and had inter
woven with the Englifh jurifprudence, all the maxims and principles, which the 
Normans, more advanced in cultivation, and naturally litigious, were accuftomed 
to obferve in the diil:ribution of juftice. Law now became a fcience7 which at 
firft fell entirely into the hands of the Normans; and which, even after it was 
communicated to the Englilh, required fa much ftudy and application, that the 
laity, in thofe ignorant ages, were incapable of attaining it, and it was a myftery 
almoft folely confined to the clergy, and chiefly to the monks*. The great of
ficers of the crown and the feudal barons, who were military men, found them
felves unfit to penetrate into thofe obfcurities ; and tho' they were intitled to a 
feat in the fupreme judicature, the bufinefs of the court was wholly managed by 
the chief jufticiary and the law barons, who were men appointed by the King, 
and entirely at his difpofal t. This natural courfe of things was forwarded by 
the multiplicity of bufinefs, which flowed into that court, and which daily aug:
mented by the appeals from all the fubordinate judicatures of the kingdom. 

IN the Saxon times, no appeal was received in the King~s court, except upon 
the denial or delay of juftice by the inferior courts; and the fame practice was 
fiill obferved in moft of the feudal kingdoms of Europe. But the great power 
of the Conqueror efiablilhed at firft in England an authority, which the mo
narchs in France were not able to attain till the reign of St. Lewis, who lived 
near two centuries after : He empowered his court to receive appeals both from 
the courts of barony and the county-courts, and by that means brought the ad
minifiration of juftice ultimately into the hands of the fovereign :f:. And left the 
expence or trouble of a journey to court ihould uifcourage fuitors, and make 
them acquiefce in the decifion of the inferior judicatures, itinerant judges were 
afterwards eftablifhed, who ~ade their circuits thro' the kingdom, and tried all 
caufes, that were brought before them §. By this expedient, the courts of ba-

rony 

II Dial. de Scac. p. 30. apud Madox .. Hifl:. of the Exchequer. • Malmef. lib. 4· P• I 23. 
t Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. 25. :j: Madox. Hill:. of the Exch. p. 65. Glanv. lib. 12. cap. i. 

7. LL. Hen. I. § 3 I. apud Wilkins, p. 248. Fitz-Stephens, p. 36. Coke's Comment. on the 
ftatute of Marlbridge, cap. z-o. 

§ Madox. Hift. of the Exch. p. 83, 84 .. 100. Gerv. Dorob. p. q.IO. What made the Anglo
Norman barons more readily fubmit to appeals from their court to the King~s court of Exchequer, was~ 

- their-
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rony were kept in awe, and if they fl:ill preferved fome influence, it was only from Appendix H .. 
the apprehenfions which the vaffals might entertain of difobliging their fuperior, 
by appealing from his court. But the county-courts were much difcredited; and 
as the freeholders were found ignorant of the intricate principles and forms of the 
new law, the lawyers gradually brought all bufinefs before the King's judges, and 
abandoned the antient fimple and popular judicature. After this manner, the 
formalities of jufl:ice, which, tho' they appear tedious and cumberfome-, are 
found requifite to the fupport of liberty in all monarchical governments, proved 
at firft, by a combination of caufes, very advantageous to the royal authority in 
England. · . 

THE power of the Norman kings was alfo much fupported by a great revenue; Revenue of 
and by a revenue, that was fixed, perpetual, and independant of the fubject. The the crown .. 

people, without betaking themfelves to arms, had no check upon the King, and 
no regular fecurity for the due difl:ribution of juftice. In thofe days of violence, 
many in frances of oppreffion paffed unheeded ; and were foon after open! y plead-
ed· as precedents, which it was unlawful to difpute or controul. Princes and 
minifters were too ignorant to be themfelves fenfible of the advantages attending 
an equitable adminiftration ; and there was no efl:ablithed council· or aifembly 
which could protect the people, and by withdrawing fupplies,. regularly and peace-
ably admonith the King of his duty, and enfure the execution of the laws. 

THE firft branch of the King's ftated revenue was the royal demefnes or crown
lands, -which were very extenfive,. and comprehended, befide a great number of 
manors, moft of the chief cities of the kingdom. It was eftablithed by law, that 
the King could alienate no part of his demefne,. and that he himfelf, or his fuccef
for, could, at any time, re:Cume fuch donations * : But this law was never regu
larly obferved ;. which happily rendered in time the crown fomewhat more de
pendant. The rent of the crown-lands, confidered merely as fo much riches, 
was a fource of power: The influence of the King over his tenants and the inha
bitants of his towns, increafed this power: But the other numerous branches of 
his revenue, befides fupplying his treafury, gave, by their very nature, a great. 
latitude to arbitrary authority, and were a fupport of the prerogative; as will ap
pear from an enumeration of them .. 

THE King was never content with the ftated rents, but levied heavy tailliages 
at pleafure on the inhabitants both of town and country, who lived within hia 

1iheir bein-g accufl:omed to like appeals in Normandy to the ducal court of exchequer.. See Gilbert's, 
Hillary of the Exchequer, p. 1. 2.; tho• the author thinks it do.ubtful, whether the Norman cow-twas 
zot rather copied from the Englilh, p. 6 .. 

o :Fleta"' .lib. 1. cap. 8. 17~ lib. 3· cap •. 6. § 3• Bratton_. lib. z .. cap. 5.· 
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Appendix n. demefne4 All bargains of fale, in order to prevent theft, being prohibited, ex
cept in boroughs and public markets *, he pretended to exatl: tolls on all goods 
which were there fold t. He feized two hogfheads, one before and one behind 
the maft, from every veffel that imported wine. All goods paid to his cuftoms 
a proportional part. of their value :j:: Paffage over bridges and on rivers was 
loaded with tolls at pleafure II : And tho' the boroughs by degrees bought the 
liberty of farming thefe impofitions, yet the revenue profited by thefe bargains, 
new fums were often exaCted for the renewal and confirmation of the privileges §, 
and the people were thus held in perpetual depc:;ndance. 

SucH was the fituation of the inhabitants within the royal demefnes. But the 
poifeffors of land, or the military tenants, tho' they were better protected, both 
by law, and by the great privilege of carrying arms, were, from the nature of 
their tenures, much expofcd to the inroads of power, and poffeffed not what we 
lhould efleem in our age a very durable fecurity. The Conqueror granted by 
his laws, that the barons fuould be obliged to pay nothing beyond their ftated 
fervices +, except a reafonable aid to ranfom his perfon if he were taken in war, 
to make his eldeft fon a knight, and to marry his eldeft daughter. What fuould, 
on thefe occafions be deemed a reafonable aid, was not determined ; and the de
mands of the crown were fo far difcretionary. 

THE King could require in war the perfonal attendance of his vaffals, that is, 
of all the landed proprietors ; and if they declined the fervice, they were obliged 
to pay him a compofition in money, which was called a fcutage. The fum 
was, during fame reigns, very precarious and uncertain ; it was fometimes levied 
without allowing the vaffal the liberty of perfonal fervice * ; and it was an ufual 
artifice of the King to pretend an expedition, that he might be intitled to levy 
the fcutage from his military tenants. Danegelt was another fpecies of land-tax 
levied by the early Norman kings, arbitrarily and contrary to the laws of the 
Conqueror t. Moneyage was alfo a general land-tax of the fame nature, levied 
by the two firft Norman kings, and abolilbed by the charter of Henry I. :j:. It 
was a fhilling paid every three years by each hearth, to induce the King not to 
ufe his prerogative of debafing the coin. Indeed, it appears from that charter, 
that, tho' the Conqueror had granted his military tenants an immunity from all 
taxes and tailliages, he and his fan William had never thought themfelves bound 
to obferve that rule, but had levied impofitions at pleafure on all the landed eftates 

• LL. Will. 1. cap. 61, t Madox, p. 530. :j: Madox, p. 529. This author fays a 
fifteenth. But it is not eafy to reconcile this account to other authorities. II Madox, p. SZ9· 

§ Madox's Hill. of the Exch. p. 275, 276, 277, &c. + LL. Will. Conq. § H· 
• Gervafe de Tilbury, p. zs. t Madox's Hift. of the Exch. p. 475• :t: Matth. Paris, p. 38. 
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of the kingdom. The utmoft that Henry grants, is, that the land cultivated by Appendix u. 
the military tenant himfelf fhall not be fo burdened ; but he referves the power of 
taxing the farmers: And as it is known, that Henry's charter was never obferv-
ed in any one article, we may be affured, that this prince and his fuccelfors re-
traCted even this fmall indulgence, and levied arbitra.ry impofitions on all the 
lands of all their fubjeCl:s. Thefe taxes were fometimes very heavy; fince Malmef-
bury tells us, that, in the reign of William Rufus, the farmers, on account of 
them, abandoned tillage, and a famine enfued *. 

THE efcheats were a great branch both of power and of revenue to the King, 
efpecially during the firft reigns after the conqueft. In default of defcendants 
from the firft baron, -his land reverted to the crown, and continually augmented 
the King's poffeffions. The prince had indeed by law a power of alienating thefe 
efcheats; but by this means he enjoyed an opportunity of eftablifhing the for· 
tunes of his friends and fervants, and thereby enlarging his authority. Some
times he retained them in his own hands, and they were gradually confounded 
with his royal demefnes, and became difficult to be diftinguifhed from them. 
This confuCian is probably the reafon why the King acquired the right of alie-, 
nating his demefnes. 

BuT befides efcheats from default of heirs, thofe which enfued from crimes or 
breach of duty towards the fuperior lord, were very frequent in antient times. 
If the vaffal, being thrice fummoned to attend his fuperior's court, and do fealty, 
neglected or refur J obedience, he forfeited alJ title to his lands t. If he denied 
his tenure, or refui~ci his fervice, he was expofed to the fame penalty =J:. Where 
he fold his eftate without licence from his lord n, or if he fold it upon any other 
tenure or title tha11 that by wh-ich he himfelf held it §, he loft all right to it; 
The adhering to his lord's ener:. 2•; -~, deferting him in war *, betraying his fe
crets t, debauching his wife or his nearer relations :j:, or even ufing indecent li
berties with them jl, might be punifhed by forfeiture. The higher crimes, 
rapes, robbery, murder, burning houfes, &c. were called felony; and being 

- interpreted want of fidelity to his lord, made him lofe his fief §. Even where 
the felon was vaffal to a baron, tho' his immediate lord enjoyed the forfeiture, 
the King might n:tain poffeffir:n of his eftate during a year, and had the right of 
fpoiling and deftroying it, unlefs the baron paid him a reafonable compofition +· 

• So alfo Chron. Abb. St. Petri ~e Burgo, p. 55· Knyghton, p. 2366. 
Difp. cap. 38. col. 886. :J: Lib. Feud. lib. 3• tit. 1.lib. 4· tit. z1. 39• 
lib. 1. tit. z1. § Li.b. Feud. lib. 4· tit. 44· + Id. lib. 3· tit. 1. 

tit. I 4· z 1. f I d. lib. 4· tit. 14. t Id. lib. I. tit. 14·· 21. 

t Hottom. de Feud. 
II Lib. Feud. 
• Id. lib. 4• 

II Id. lib. 1. tit. 1. 

§ Spelm. Glo[. in ve1·v. Felonia! + Spelm. Glofi', in ~erb. Felonia. Glanville, lib. 7• cap. 17. 
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Appendix II. We have not here enumerated all the fpecies of felonies, or of crimes by which 
forfeiture was incurred : We have faid enough to prove, that the poffeffion of 
feudal property was antiently fomewhat precarious, and that the primary idea was 
never entirely loft, of its being a kind of fee or benefice. 

WHEN a baron died, the King immediately took poffeffion of the eftate; and 
the heir, before he recovered his right, was ·obliged to make application to the 
crown, to defire that he might be admitted to do homage for his land, and to 
pay a compofition to the King. This compofition was not at firft fixed by law, 
at leafr by pratl:ice : The King was often very exorbitant in his demands, and 
kept poifeffion of the land till they were complied with. 

IF the heir was a minor, the King retained the whole profit of the eftate till 
his majority; and might grant what fum he thought proper for the education and 
maintenance of the young baron. This practice was alfo founded 'on the notion, 
that a fief was a benefice, and that, while the heir could not perform his military 
fervices, the revenue devolved to the fuperior, who employed another in his place. 
It is obvious, that a great proportion of the landed property muft, by means of 
this device, be continually in the hands of the prince, and that all the noble fa
milies were thereby held in continual dependance. When the King granted the 
wardfhip of a rich heir to any one, he had the opportunity of enriching a favour
ite or minifter: If he fold it, he was· thereby able to levy a confiderable fum of 
money. Simon de Mountfort paid Henry III. Io,ooo marks, an immenfe fum 
in thofe days, for the wardfhip of Gilbert de Umfreville *. 

IF the heir was a female, the King was entitled to offer her any hufband of 
her rank he thought proper; and if fhe refufed him, fhe forfeited her land. 
Even a' male heir·could not marry without the royal confent, and it was ufual for 
men to p~y large fums for the liberty of making their own choice in marriage t. 
No man could difpofe of his land, either by fale or will, without the confent of 
his fuperior. The poifeifor was never confidered as full proprietor: He was frill 
a kind of beneficiary; and could not oblige his fuperior to accept of any vaffal, 
who was not agreeable to him. 

FINES, amerciaments, and oblatas, as they were called, were another confi
derable branch of the royal power and revenue. The antient records of the 
Exchequer, which are ftill preferved, give furpriGng accounts of the numerous 
fines and amerciaments levied in thofe days t, .and of the ftrange inventions fallen 
upon to exact money from the fubject. It appears, that the old Kings of Eng
land put themfelves entirely on the footing of the barbarous eaftern princes, 

! Madox's Hiil:. of the Exch. p. 223. t Id. p. 320. t Id. p. 272. 
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whom no man mull: approach without a prefent, who fell a1l their good offices5 Appendix 1~" 
and who intrude themfelves into every bufinefs, that they may have a pretence 
of extorting money. Even juftice was avowedly bought and fold ; the King's 
court itfelf, tho' the fupreme judicature of the kingdom, was open to none that 
brought not large prefents to the King; the bribes given for the expedition, de~ 
lay*, fufpenfion, and, doubtlefs, for the perverfion of juftice, were entered in 
the public regifters of the royal revenue, and remain as monuments of the per~ 
petual iniquity and tyranny of the times. The barons of the exchequer, for in-
fiance, the firft nobility of the kingdom, were not afhamed to infert, as an ar-
ticle in their records, that the county of Norfolk paid a fum, that they might 
be fairly dealt with t ; the borough of Yarmouth, that the King's charters, which 
they have for their liberties, might not be violated :j:; Richard, fon of Gilbert, 
for the King's helping him to recover his debt from the Jews 11; Serlo, fon of 
Terlavafton, that he might be permitted to make his defence, in cafe he was 
accufed of a certain homicide§; Walter de Burton for free law, if accufed of 
wounding another -1- ; Robert de Eff'art, for having an inquefl: to find whether 
Roger, the butcher, and Wace and Humphrey, accufed him of robbery and 
theft out of envy and ill·will, or not* ; William Buhuft for having an inqueft 
to find whether he was accufed of the death of one Godwin out of ill-will or for 
juft caufe t. I have feletl:ed thefe few inftances from a great number of a like 
kind, which Madox had feletl:ed from a ftill greater number, preferved in the 
antient rolls of the exchequer :J:. 

SoMETIMES the party litigant proffered the King a certain portion, a half, a 
third, a fourth, payable out of the debts, which he, as the executor of jufticet 
1hould affift him in recovering II· Theophania de Weftland agreed to pay the 
half of 2 12 marks, that fhe might recover that fum againft James de Fugh
Iefton §; Sofomon the Jew engaged to pay one mark out of every feven that he 
fhoQld recover againft Hugh de la Hofe +; Nicholas Morrel promifed to pay fixty 
pound, that the earl of Flanders might be diftrained to pay him 343 pound~ 
which the earl had taken from him ; and this fixty pound was to be paid out of 
the firft money that Nicholas fhould recover of the earl*. 

THE King, as he affumed the-entire power over trade, was to be paid for a 
permiffion to exercife commerce or ineluftry of any kind t. Hugh Oifel paid 
4_00 marks for liberty to trade in England :j:: Nigel de Havene gave .fifty mark-s 

• Madox's Hift. of Exch. p. 274, 309. t Id. p. 295. :t: I d. ibid. 11 Id. p. 296. 
He paid 200 marks, a great fum in thofe days. § ld. p. 296. + Id. ibid. * Jd. p. 298. 

t Id. p. 302. ;J: Chap. xii. H 1-d. p. 311. § Id. ibid, .\- Id.. p. 79• 312. 
~ Id. p. 312. t ld. p. 323. :1: Id. ibid. 

VoL. I. 3 H for 
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Appendix II. for the partner fbi p in merchandize which he had with Gervafe de Han ton * :· 
The men of Worcefter paid 100 !billings, that they might have the liberty of 
felling and buying dyed cloth, as formerly t ~ Several other towns paid for a 
like liberty :1:· The commerce indeed of the kingdom was fo much given up to 
the King, that he ereCted gilds, corporations, and monopolies, wherever he 
p·Jeafed ; and levied fums for thefe exclufive privileges II· 
· THERE were no profits fo fmall as to be below the King,.s attention. Henry,.. 
fon of Arthur, gave ten dogs, to have a recognition againft the countefs of Cop
land for one knight's fee§. Roger, fon of Nicholas, gave twenty lampreys and 
twenty ihads for an inquell: to find, whether Gilbert, fon of Alured, gave to 
Roger 200 muttons to obtain his confirmation for certain lands,. or whether Ro
. ger took them from him by violence -J..: Geoffrey Fitz-Pierre, the chief j.ufticiary, 
gave two good Norway hawks, that Walter 1e Madine might have leave to ex.,. 
port an hundred weight of cheefe out of the King's dominions*. 

IT is amufing to remark the ftrange bufinefs in which the King fometimes in
terfered, and never without a prefent: The wife of Hugp de Neville gave the 
King 200 hens, that ihe might lie with· her hutband one night t ; and fhe 
brought with her two fureties, who anfwered each for an nuncfred hens. It is pro
bable that her hufhand was a prifoner, which debarred her having accefs to him~· 
The abbot of Rucford paid ten marks, for leave to erect houfes and place men 
upon his land near Welhang, in, order to· fecure his wood there from bejng 
ftolen :j:; Hugh, archdeacon of Welts, gave one tun of wi'ne for leave to carry 
6oo fumms of corn whither he woufd'll : Peter de Perariis gave twenty marks far: 

.}eave to fait fiihes, as Peter Chevalier ufed to do§. 

THE King's protection and good offices of every kind were bought and Jola. 
Robert Grifiet paid twenty marks of filver, that the King would help him againff 
the earl of Mortaigne in a certain plea .j.. : · Robert de Cundet gave thirty marks 
of filver, that the King would bring him to an accord with the bilhop of Lin-
coln*: Ralph de Breckham gave a hawk, that the King would proteCl:.him.t ;. 
and this is a very frequent reafon for payments: John, fon of Ordgar, gave· a; 

Norway hawk, to have the King's requeft to the King of Norway to let him 
have his brother Godard's chattels :j:: Richard de Neville gave twenty palfreys 
to obtain the King's requeft to Ifolda Bifet, that fhe would take him for a huf~ 
band H : Roger Fitz-Walter gave three good palfrer.s to have the- King's letter 

I' • Madox's Hift. ofExch. p. 323'. t Id. p. 3tf. ~ Id. ibid. I~ Id.y. 232, 2.33, &c. § I.d-. 
·p. 2:98. + Id. p. 3os. *' Id. p. 325. t Id. p. 326. t Id. ibid. U Id. p. 320. 

§ ld, p. 3 z6. + Id. p. 329. " !d. p. 330. t. Id, P• 33 z. t Id. ibid. ll I d. p. 333• 
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to Roger Bertram's mother, that £he lhould marry him* : Eling, the dean, paid Appendix II. 

1 oo marks, that his whore and his children might be let out upon bail t: The 
bilhop of Winchefter gave one tun of good wine for his not putting the King in 
mind to give a girdle to the countefs of Albemarle :j: : Robert de Veaux ga-ve 
five of the beft palfreys, that the King would hold his tongue about Henry Pinel's 
wife II· There are in the records of exchequer many other fingular inftances of a 
like nature§. It will· however be jufr to remJrk, that tbe fame ridiculous ,prac-
tices and dangerous abufes prevailed in Normandy, and probably in all the other 
fiates of Europe -1-· England was not in this refpeCl: more barbarous than its 
neighbours. 

THESE iniquitous practices of the Norman kings were fo well known, that on 
the death of Hugh Bigod, in the reign of Henry II. the befr and moil: jufr of 
thefe princes, the eldeft fon and the widow of this nobleman came to court, and 
firove, by proffering large prefents to the King, each of them to acquire poffef
fion of that rich inheritance. The King was fo equitable as to order the caufe 
to be tried by the great council ; but in the mean time, he feized into his own 
hands all the money and treafures of the deceafed *. Peter of Blois, a judici
ous, and even an elegant writer for that age, gives a pathetic defcription of the 
venality of juftice and the oppreffions of the poor, under the reign of Henry; 

• Madox's Hifl:. of Exch. p. 333· t Id. p. 342· Pro habenda amicafua €5 filiiJ, &c. 
t ld. p. 352. II Id. ibid. Ut Rex taceret de uxore Henrici Pinel. 

§ We foal/ gratijj the reader's curiojity by fohjoining a ftw mm injlances from Madox, p. 332. 
Hugh Oifel was to give the King two robes of a good green colour, to have the King's letters-patent 
to the merchants of Flanders with a requeft to render him Iooo marks, which he loft in Flanders• 
The abbot of Hyde paid thirty marks, to have the King's lett~rs of requeft to the archbilhop of Can~ 
terbury, to remove certain monks that were againfl the abbot. Roger de Trihanton paid twenty 
marks and a palfrey, to have the King's requeft to Richard de Umfreville to give him hi-s lifter to wift; 
and to the fifter, that fue would accept of him for a hufband: William de Cheveringworth paid fiv~ 
marks, to have the King's letter to the abbot of Perfore, to let him enjoy peaceably his tythes as for
merly: Matthew de Hereford, clerk, paid ten marks for a letter of requeft to the b;lhop of Landa If. 
to let him enjoy peaceably his church of Schenfrith : Andrew Neulun gave three Flemi£h caps, for 
the King's requell: to the prior of Chikefand, for performance of an agreement made between them-: 
Henry de Fontibus gave a Lombardy horfe of value, to have the King's requeft to Henry Fitz-Her
vey, that he would give him his daughter to wife: Roger, fon of Nicholas, promifed all the lampreys 
he could get, to have the King's requell: to earl William Marefual, that he would grant him the ma
nor of Langeford at Ferro. The burgeiTes of Glocefter promifed 300 lampreys, that they might not 
be diftrained to find the prifoners of Poic9.oll with neceiTaries, unlefs they pleafed. Id. p. 35 z. Jor
dan, fon of Reginald, paid twenty marks to have the King's requeft to Will. Paine!, that he would 
grant him the land of Mill Nierenuit, and the cuftod-y of his heirs; and if Jordan obtained the fame, 
,hoe was to pay the twenty marks, otherwife not. I d. p. 3 3 3· 

+ ld. p. 359• "" Bened. Abb. p. 18o, 18r. 

and 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Appendix II. and he _fcruples not to complain to the King himfelf of thefe abufes *· We ntay 
judge what the cafe would be under the government of worfe princes. The arti
cles of enquiry concerning the conduct of fheriffs, which Henry promulgated ill' 
1 I 70, lhow the great power as well as the licentioufnefS of thefe officers t. 

AMERCIAMENTS or fines for crimes and trefpaffes were another confiderable 
branch of the royal revenue :j:. Moft crimes were atoned for by money ; the fines· 
impofed tvere not limited by any rule or ftatute ; and frequently occafioned the 
total ruin of the perfon, even for the flighteft trefpaffes. The foreft-laws, parti
cularly, were a great fource of oppreffion. The King poffeifed ftxty-eigbt forefts~ 
thirteen chafes, and feven hundred and eighty-one parks, in difrerent parts of En
gland 11; and confidering the extreme paffion of the Englifu and Normans for 
hunting, thefe were fo many fnares laid for the people, by which they were allur
ed into trefpa1fes, and brought within the reach of arbitrary and rigorous laws,. 
which the King had thought proper by his own authority to enact. 

BuT the moft barefaced aCts of tyranny and oppreffion were thofe pniCl:ifed 
againft the Jews, who were entirely out of the proteCtion of law, were extremely 
odious to the bigotry of the people, and were abandoned to the immeafurable 
rapacity of the King and his minifters. Befides many other indignities, 'to which 
they were continually expofed, it appears, that they were once all thrown irit6 
prifon, and the fum of 66,ooo marks exaCted for their liberty § : At anothen
time, Ifaac the Jew paid alone 51 oo marks + ; Brun, 3:000 marks * ; J urnet, 
2ooo; Bennet, soo,: At another, Licoric~ widow of David, the Jew of Ox. 
ford, was required to pay 6ooo marks; and lhe was delivered over to fix of the 
ric heft and difcreeteft Jews of England, who we.:e to anfwer for the fum t. Henry 
III. borrowed sooo marks of the earl of Cornwal ; and for his repayment affigned 
him over all the Jews of England :j:. The revenue arifmg from exaCl:ions upon 
this nation was fo confiderable, that there was a particular court of exchequer fet 
apart for managing it [1. 

Commerce. WE may judge of the low ftate of comme.rce among the Englilh, when the 
Jews, notwithftanding all thefe-oppreffions, could frill find their account in trad:. 
ing among them, and lending them money. And as the improvements of agri
culture were ~lfo much checked, beth by the immenfe poffeffions of the nobility, 

• Petri Blef. Epift. 95· apud Bibl. Patr.um, toni. 24. p. 2014.. + Hoveden Chron. Gerv. 
p. 1410. :j: Madox, chap. xiv. II Spelm. Gl~ff. in verbo Furefta. 

§ Madox's Hift. of the Exch. p. t 51. This happened in the re-ign of King John. 
t ld. P· 151. "' ld. p. I 53• t ld. p. x68. ~ I d. p. 156. ll Id. chap. vii. 

8 and 



APPENDIX u. 
and by the precarious ftate of feudal property ; it appears, that induftry of no Appendix u. 
kind could then have place in the kingdo~ *. 

IT is afferted by Sir Harry Spellman-[-~ as an undoubted truth, that, during 
the reigns of the firft Norman prince~, every ediCt of the King, ifii1ed with the 
eonfent of his privy-council, had the full force of law. But the b:1rons furcly 
were not fa paffive as. to entruft a power, entirely arbitrary and defpotic, into 
\he hands of the fovereign. Ic only appears, that the conftitution· had not fixed 
any precife boundaries to the royal power; that the right of iffuing proclama
tions on any emergence and of exacting obedience to them, a right which was 
always fuppofed inherent in the crown, is very difficlllt to be diftinguifhed from 
a legiilative authority; that the extreme imperfection of the antient laws and the 
fudden exigencies,. which often occurred in fuch turbulent governments, obliged 
the prince to exert frequently the latent powers of his prerogative; tHat he na
turally proceeded, from the acquiefcence of the people, to affume, in many par
ticulars of moment, an authority, from which he had excluded himfelf by exprefs 
ftatutes, charters or conceffions, and which was, in the main, repugnant to the 
general genius-of the conftitution; and that the lives, the perfonalliberty, and the 
properties of all his fubjeCl:s were lefs fecured by law againft the exertion of his 
arbitrary authority, than by the independant power and private connexions of 
each individual. It app~ars from the great charter itfelf, that not only john, a 
tyrannical prince, and Richard, a violent one, but their father, Henry, under 
whofe reign the prevalence of grofs abufes is the leaft to be fufpetl:ed, was accuftom
ed, from his fole authority, without procefs of law, to imprifon, banifh and at-
taint the freemen of his kingdom~ · 
. A GREAT baron, in antient times, confidered himfelf as a kind of fovereign with-
in his territory,.. and was attended with courtiers and dependants more zealouny 
attached to him than the minifters of ftate, and the great officers were commonly 
to their fovereign. He often maintained in his court the parade of royalty, 
by eftablilbing a jufticiary, conftable, marefchal, chamberlain, fenefcha!, and
chancellor, and affigning to each of thefe officers a feparate province and com
mand. He was ufuaJ!y very affiduous in exercifing his jurifdiction ; and took 
fuch delight in that image of fovereignty., that it was found necdfary to reftrain. 
his aCtivity, and prohibit him by law from holding courts too frequently:j::. It is not1 
to be doubted, that the example, fet him by the prince, of a mercenary and fordid 
extortion,... would be faithfully copied ; and that all his good. and bad offices, his . 

• We learn from the extracts given us of Domefday by Brady in his Treatife of Boreughs, that. 
altnoll: all the boroughs of England had (uffered 1n the fuock of the Conq~ell:,. and had decayed ex~
tremely between the death of the ConfeJior, and the time when Domefday was framed. 

t Glolf. in verb. judicium Dei, :j: Dugd. J urid. Orig. P· .z6 •. 
jufrice 
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Appendix II. juftice and injuftice, were equally put to fale. He had the power, with the 
King's confent, to exaCt talliages even from the free-citizens who lived within his 
barony; and as his neceffities made him rapacious, his authority was ufually found 
to be more oppreflive and tyrannical than that of the fovereign *. He was ever 
engaged in hereditary or perfonal animoCities or confederacies with his neighbours; 
and often gave proteCtion to all defperate adventurers and criminals, who could be 
ufeful in [erving his violent purpofes. He was able alone, in times of tranquillity, 
to obftruB: the execution of juftice within his territories ; and by combining with 
a few malecontent barons of high rank and power, he could throw the whole ftate 
into convulfions. And on the whole, tho' the myal authority was confined within 
bounds, and often within very narrow ones, yet the check was irregular, and 
often the fource of great diforders; and it was not derived from the liberty of the 
people, but from the military power of many petty tyrants, who were equally dan
gemus to the prince and oppreffive to the fubjetl:. 

The Church. THE power of the church was another rampart againft royal authority; but 
this defence was alfo the caufe of many mifchiefs and inconveniencies. The dig
nified clergy, perhaps, were not fo prone to immediate violence as the barons ; 
but as they pretended to a total independance on the ftate, and could alway·s cover 
themfelves with the appearances of religion, they proved, in one refpeCl:, an ob
ftruB:ion to the fettlement of the kingdom, and to the regular execution of the 
laws. The policy of the Conqueror was in this particular liable to fome excep
tion. He augmented the fuperftitious veneration for Rome, to which that age 
was fo much inclined ; and he broke thofe bands of connexion, which, in the 
Saxon times, had preferved an union between the lay and the clerical orders. He 
prohibited the bilhops to fit in the county-courts ; he allowed ecclefiaftical caufes 
to be tried only in fpiritua] courts t ; and he fo much exalted the power of the 
clergy, that of 6o, 2 15 knights fees, into which he divided England, he placed 
no lefs than 28,015 under the church t· 

C:vil laws. THE right of primogeniture came in with the feudal law: A practice, which 
is hurtful by producing and maintaining an unequal diviCion of private property; 
but is advantageous, in another refpeCt, by accuil:oming the people to a pre
ference in favour of the eldeft fon, and thereby preventing a partition or difputed 
fucceffion in the monarchy. The Normans introduced the ufe of firnames, which 
tend to preferve the knowl.edge .of families and pedigrees; as do alfo, the dif-

"' Mad ox. H. of Exch, p. szo. t Char. Will . .apud Wilkins, p. 230. Spel. Cone. vol. ii. p. 14. 
:t Spel. GloB: in verb. manus mortua, We are not to imagine, as fome have done, that the church 

poffe:!fed lands in this proportion, but only that they ar.d their vaifals enjoyed fuch a proportionable 
,part of the landed propel ty. 

tinction 
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·tinCt.ion of coats of arms, which came in vogue about the time of Kit1g Richard., Appendix H. 
They abolifhed none of the old abfurd methods of trial, by the crofs or ordeal ; 
and they added a new abfurdity, that by fingle combat*, which became a regu
lar part of jurifprudenc;e, and was conducted with. all the order, method, devo
tion and folemnity imaginable t. The ideas of chivalry alfo feem to have been 
imported by the Nor mans : No traces of thefe fJntaftic notions are to be found 
among the plain and ruftic Saxons : The feudal inftitutions, by raifing a fet of Mar.nw,. 

men to a kind of fovereign dignity, rendering perfonal ftrength and valour fore-
quifite, and making every knight and baron his own protector and avenger, be-
got that military pride and fenfe of honour, which being cultivated and embel-
lifhed by the poets and romance writers of the age, ended in chivalry. The vir-
tuous knight fought not only in his own quarrel ; but in that of the innoc~t, 
the helplefs, and above all, of the fair, whom he fuppofed to be for ever under 
the guardianfhip of his valiant arm. The uncourteous knight, who, from his 
caftle, exercifed robbery on travellers, and committed violence on virgins, was the 
object of his perpetual indignation ; and he put him to death, without fcruple or 
tr.ial or appeal, wherever he met with him. The great independance of men mad·e 
perfonal honour and fidelity the chief tie among them ; and rendered it the capita-l 
virtue of every true knight, or genuine profeffor of chivalry. The folemnities of 
fingle combat, as eftablifhed by law, banifhed the notion of every thing unfair or 
unequal in rencounters ; and maintained an appearance of courtefy between the 
combatan&s, till the moment of their engagement. The credulity of the age 
grafted on this frock the notion of giants, enchanters, dragons, fpells t, and a 
thoufand wonders which fiill multiplied during the times of the Crufades; when 
men,. returning from fo great a diftance, ufed the liberty of impofing.every fiction 
@n their believing audience. Thefe ideas of chivalry infected the writings, con-
verfation, and behaviour of men, during fame ages ; and even .after ·they were, 
in a great degree, bani~d by the revival of learning, they left modern gallantly 
and the point of honour, which Hill maintain their influence, and are the genuine 
effspring of thofe ancient affectations~ 

THE conceffion of the Great Charter, or rather its full eftabliihment (for there 
was a confiderable interval between the one and the other) gave rife, by degrees, 
to a new fpecies of government, and introduced fome order and juftice into the 
adminifrration. The enfuing f-cenes of our hiftory are therefore fomewhat dif-

* LL. Will. cap. 68. t Spel. Gloff. in verb. campu;. The laft inflance of thefe duels was 
in the 15th of Eliz. So long did that~abfurdity remain. 

:j: In all legal fingle combats, it was part of the champions oath, that he carried not about him any
herb, fpell, or enchantment, by which he might procure victory.~ Dugd •. Orig. Jurid .. P.· Sz, 

ferent· 
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.Appendi" II. ferent from the preceding. Yet the Great Charter contained no eftabli1hment of 
new courts, rnagiftrates, or fenates, nor abolition of the old. It introduced no 
new diftribution of the powers of the commonwealth, and uo innovation in the 
political or public law of the kingdom. It only guarded, and that merely by 
verbal claufes, againft fuch tyrannical practices as are incompatible with civilized go
'lernment, and, if they become very frequent, are incompatible with alJ govern
ment. The barbar-ous licence of the kings, and perhaps of the nobles, wa! 
thenceforth fomewhat more reftrained : Men acquired fome more fecurity for their 
properties and their liberties: And government approached a little nearer to that 
end, for which it was originally inftituted, the diftribution of juftice, and the 
equal protection of the citizens. Acts of violence and iniquity in the crown, 
which before were only deemed injuries to individuals, and were hazardous chiefly 
in proportion to the number, power, and dignity of the perfons affected by them, 
were now regarded, in fome degree, as public injuries,. and as infringements of a 
charter, calculated for general fecurity. And thus, the eftabli1hment of the Grear 
Charter, without feeming any-wife to innoyate in the diilribution of political 
J?OWer, became a kind of epoch in the conftitution. 
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