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THE 

PRE F AC E· 
CONSIDERABLE Part of tbis 
Anfwer, ,as far as it 'regards 
the Quefrion about eat:ng of 
Blood Rated, &e. was rtvrit­

ten, and Materials for the Whole pre­
pared, about the Beginning oflaJI Lent, 
hut pojlponed partly by the Advice of 
flme Friends, for R.eafons needleft to be 
mentioned, and partly thro' the Inter­
evention of other Bujinefs: And th~ 
whole had perhaps been intirely thrown 
afide, bad not two other Pampblets finer] 
appeared on the fame Side, in one of 
which th(J Author thought fame §2.!!ottJ~ 
tions from this [the Qud1:ion abou: 
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iv - P -R E F ACE. 
-Blood, &c.] of Importance enough ta 
be infefted into his own. I thenjudg' d 
It proper to let the manifold Mi{fakcs of 
both go no longer un·noticed. 

IT cz£'as eafy to forefee from the firft, 
that a Vefence of the Apojlolic 'IJecree 
of Ab./!/nence from Blood would draw 
many Inconveniencies upon me. I 'Very 
well knew 1 had the Prejudices of Man­
kind to combat in this ControverfY, and 
with them their Ridicule and Re­
proaches. - I had ever.y thing to fear, 
and nothing to hope for from the Attempt. 
r had no Pride, either of Competition or 
Conquejl, to indulge. I had no Ri'rval 
of Reputati01z to contend witb, (Men 
hfl'Ve 1'10 Rirvals among the Vead) nor any 
Fa-vourite in Power to pleaft. I wasfure 
to rffend (and am but tao well fatisJied 
that I harzxl offended many Pe1fons of 
great Co nflque 11 CC, and nothing to gra-· 
tify but a good Confcience. 

W HAT 'Feight theft Veclarations 
will ha~e witb the Reader, I know not. 

- :Ihis 
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PREFACE.. 1t 

- This I 4m Jure, of, they will have 
all I wijh, where only I am Jolicttous. 
they Jhould. I.J , 
.. ' 

A s this 'is 'a kind of Letter to the 
Reader, I beg Leave to ajJure. him, that 
a,ll Contro~erfy (efpecially betwixt Per-r 
fons~f the fame Communion) is a kind 
of Writing for which I bave ever had 
a!z Averjion; and that I engaged in this 
with great Relu{/ance. How hard is 
it not to he too much provoked with [alft 
Reafonings, and abfurd ObjeElions! and 
how diJIicult to ufo them as tbey defer,vB) 
without flme Imputation (at leafl im­
ply'd) upon their Author! I-IO'7)J dijJi­
cult at once to fupport a becoming Zeal 
for Truth, ana a bec01ning Temper to 
its Adverfaries! It is too 'J11ucb to pro­
nounce, or even to' hope, that [ ... have 
done this 11'1 ervery fnjlance; tho~ I Ca11 

with great 'I'ruth aJlirm, that I have 
endeavoured it in all.' And where I 
fufpe8ed, my o'wn CPr~l~dices, or the 
Biafs of my 'Temper, 1 fubmitted to the 
judgment of my Friends: Such Friends 

as 
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.. 
xu PRE F ACE • 
as I was well fatisfted were too clear· 
fighted to over-look my Errors, and too 
candid to conceal them. Common Pru­
dence exatlea thus much, and more can .. 
not, I think, well he expetled from bu· 
man Frailty. 

ISH ALL only add, that ina/much 
as one of my learned Aarverfaries pro .. 
foJfes only t(} enlarge upon what Vr. 
Hammond had delivered upon this Sub. 
jeCi, (p. 34') the Liberty I have taken 
in expoJing the Weaknefs of thofe Argu­
ments upon which that learned 'IJ08or j 's 
Opinion is fupported, will not, I hope, 
be interpreted into any perfonal Imputa­
tion (which was far from my Intentions) 
upon that learned Gentleman, who only 
undertakes to put thofe Arguments in an 
eafy and full Light. 

I T may he objeCled to me, that there 
is a third Pamphlet publijhed in :Defence 
of the Pra£1ice of eating Blood, &c. 
of which I qave taken no Notice. 

r ANSWER, 
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P R lEi F ACE. 
.. 

Vll 

I A N S WE R, that I make great 
Vifference between Pamphlets written 
againft the 'IJoElrine I defend, and fuch 
as· are profeJfedly written again} my 
ViJJertations. I quarrel with no Man 
for differing from me in Opinion: God 
forbid I Jhould. It is already fuJliciently 
difadvantageous to me, that Men of 
much more Learning and better Abilities 
tban I foal I eve~ pretend to, think very 
differently from me upon this Point. I 
arraign not their Judgment or ViJfent ; 
but if I am charged with wrong Reafon­
ing, or [alfe :DoC/rine, there I think 
myfelf bound to make 'he beft Vefence I 
can: lf1here I am not fo cbarged, let the 
Arguments of all thofe who differ in 
Opinion from me, have all the Weight 
they defer~e: '.The candid Reader will, 
I hope, do the fame Jujlice to mine. 

BESIDES, the reputed Author of that 
P ampblet is a Gentleman for whom 1 
hal()e long had f) high a P eneration; a 
)11.1rJ Wqo hath deftrved fo well of Refi-

gfOn 
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viii, PRE F' A C, E. 
gion in general, and of the llablifhed 
Church in particular; . that nothing but 
the laft NeceJ!ity of Self'lJeflnce could 
for(e me into any ControverJY of any kind 
with him. 

ONE of the Authors hefore me hath 
heen pleafed to call his Work, The 
Quef1:ion about eating of Blood fiatea 
and exanlined : And it muft he owned, 
that there is a certain ftating of a ~uC"-
}lion about the frfiddle of that Work; 
and I wifh for hil fake, as well as my 
own, that be had continued throughout 
father to examine than to contemn the 
Arguments be oppofes. 

, BUT as Contempt is not always a 
fore Enjign ofConquejt, or Criterion of 
T1'utb, it is baped the Reader will not 
fuffcr himfe/f to he fwayed in his v'eci­
/ions, either ly that, or a1~y Cu!fidt;:ra-. 
tion diJlinEl from the Met'its of the 
Caufe; which are now, r'lvitbout more 
(:eremony, fubmitted to him. 
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THE 

DOCTRINE 
o F 

ABSTINENc£jrom BLOO~ 
D E FEN D E D, '"'c. 

I. 

q'his .Author's IntroduElion and .Apo~ 
logy for writing againft me conjider3 d. 

HIS Author hegins his Book 
with a Declaration of great Con­
cern, to jind himfllJ engaged in 
writing agai1ifl an Advocate for 
Revealed Religion.-But for my 

Part, I am at a Lofs to think whence that 
Concern :fhould arife; for furely there is no 
fuch Merit in barely being an Advocate even 
for the beft Caufe, unlefs that Trull: be d1,lIy 

B diicharged ; 
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2; Vefevce of the VoSrine' 
difcharged; and if the Caufe be either be­
trayed, or ill defended, there is certainly 
much Demerit in it. And that this is my 
learned Adverfary's Opinion of my Perform. 
ance, is,. I think, fufficiently evident, fince 
the firft Paragraph in his Book plainly im­
plies my having endeavoured to defend Religion 
upon wrong CPrineipleJ, (which is furely the 
worft Way of defending it that can be ima­
gined, and the moft advantageous to the 
Adverfary); and finceit is too notorious, that 
my heft Endeavours in that Caufe (which 

. pretend to no other Merit than their being my 
beft) have been fo unfortunate as to deferve 
nothing from this Author, but his fevereft 
Cenfure in fome Parts, his profeifed Contempt 
in others, and his cold Difregard, not to fay 
Difdain, throughout. 

THE S E are indeed heavy Mortifications; 
but, however, as the Cenfure fits heaviefi, I 
will remove that as well as I can; and for the 
reft, I muft endeavour to bear them as be­
comes me in this Seafon of Humiliation. 

BUT before I begin, I mnff beg Leave to 
exprefs my Concern to find this Gentleman 
my Adverfary; but for Reafons very remote, 
both from the Greatnefs of his Abilities and 
the Goodnefs of his Caufe; for if I' were 
check"d byno Confiderations but thefe, I could 
profefs as ferioufly and as fOlemnly as Job d~d 

nn 
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of Abflinence from Blood. J 
in the Contention with his Friends, that no­
thing could be more defirable to me than that 
mt12c Adverflry had written a Book: inaf­
much as I neither have, nor can have, any 
thing in View but the Search and the Afcer­
taining of Truth; whkh is al ways beft 
eftablifhed by Oppofition : and if ,the Merits 
of the Caufe I defend, could be determined 
by the Weight of the Oppofition made to it, 
I fhould have no Scruple to pronounce its 
Juftice and its Truth now eftablifhed. 

My Adverfary hath indeed written a Book, 
that abounds with Learning; but he very 
well knows, that Learning is no Security 
from Error; at leaft, he will, 1 hope, for­
give my Infirmity, if, after the moft careful 
and candid Enquiry, I can find nothing in it, 
but a Series of furprifing Errors (however 
learned and ingenious) with very little In­
terruption, from the urft Paragraph to the 
laft~ 

ABo 0 K in which he hath been fo unfor­
tunate, in my humble Opinion, as to advance 
110 one Propofitioll, direCtly or indirectly, 
againft the Dotl:rine he would defeat, which 
is liot manifeftly repugnant either to Scrip­
ture, Reafon, Antiquity, Experience, or all 
thefe at once. 

B z THIS 
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4- 11efence of the VollrJne 

T"H I S Author begins with a heavy Cha~ge 
upon me, the Charge of vindicating ReligIOn 
upon wrong Principles. I flattet myfelf, th~t 
he means onl y this Duty of Religion now In 
Debate, the Duty of Abftinence from Blood; 
and this I have endeayoured to defend, from 
the vVill of God fully, clearly, and repeated­
ly reveqled in this Point.-This is the main 
Principle upon which I have affirmed this 
A 1:~ftinence to be a Duty frill incumbent upos 
Chriftians. And is this vindicating Religion 
upon wrong Principles? and is there a true 
ChrHHan in the World, who will, upon rna .. 
ture Deliberation, fay it is? God forbid.-

BUT I have placed Ceremonials upon an 
equal Foot with Fundamentals. 

T 0 this I anfwer; that fuppofing this a 
mere Ceremonial, (which I have not yet 
granted, nor he proved) I have indeed 
placed it on the fame Foot with Fundamen­
tals, with regard [0 the Divine Prohibition, 
but no Otherwife. This Gentleman will al­
low, that the eating of Blood was once as 
exprefly prohibited as Murder; fuppofe it 
then a Ceremonial, was it not upon the fame 
Foot with Fundamentals? I mean with regard 
to the Divine Prohibition; and fuppofe I 
think it fEll equally prohibited, where is the 

Abfur-
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of Abjlinence from Blood. ,. 
Abfurdity of placing it frill upon the fame 
Foot? 

BUT frill this Conduct, may give Offence 
to well-meaning Minds. 

FOR my part, I know not what welI­
meaning Minds this ConduCl: can any way of­
fend: I am fure I meant no fuch Offence; 
but this I apprehend, with all Submiffion to 
fuch as differ from me, that thofe Minds are 
much more under the Influence of Vanity 
than ofWifdom, which can imagine any Ab­
furdity in God's frill continuing fuch Crea­
tures as we are, under the Reftraint of pofitive 
Infritutions (fuppofing this fuch.) 

TH I S Gentleman, and others who refine 
with him, may require I know not what Rea­
fons and SanCl:ions of Duty, diftinCl: from the 
Divine Commands, before they think them­
felves bound to obey them; to me the bare 
Command is Reafon and Sanaion fufficient. 
And in the Point before me, I am content 
to find the Duty of Abftinence from Blood, 
upon the fame Foot of Obligation, with thofe 
of the Sabbath and the Sacraments; nor do I 
apprehend that this Infirmity, will any way 
add to my Guilt or my Confufion at the Day 
of Judgment. 
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(, Vefonce of the V()£Irine 

II. 

'!the flrveral Grants to Adam and Noah 
re-examined; 

HIS Author next proceeds to ex­
amine my Authorities from Scrip­
ture for the Duty of Abfiinence 
from Blood.-

AND firft he cenfures that Affertion of 
mine from the 9th Chapter of Genefis, that the 
Charter of Dominion over the animal W orId 
given to Adam, was enlarged to Noah.­
Here (fays this learned Author, p. 4.) I differ 
from him at Ji!:Ji flttiltg Ottt; and apprehend, 
that if this Precept given to Noah made any 
Alteratiolt i,t the Charter tf Dominion given 
to Adam, it rather was to re(lrain it, tha1Z to 
enlarge it. 

I T is plain both from this and the follow .. 
ing Paragraph, that this Author thinks the 
Charter of Dominion over the brute Creatures 
given to .. 4dam, conveyed a Power of eating 

them~ 
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of Abjtinence [rom Blood. 7 
them, and confequently, was the fame with 
that given to Noah, bateing that the latter 
was limited with regard to Blood. Now the 
Truth or Error of this Pofition will beft ap­
pear from confidering the feveral Grants made 
to Adam in Pal'adife, and to Noah after the 
Flood, as they are found in the firft Chapter 
ofGenejis at the 28th and 29th Verfes, and the 
9th Chapter and 3d Verfe. 

THE Grant of Dominion is in the :lirfi: 
Chapter of Genejs, v. 28. And God bJejfor1 
them, and God faid unto them, Be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenifb the Earth, and fobdue 
it, and have Dominion over the Fiji; of the 
Sea, (l11d over the Fowl of the Air, and m;er 
every living thing that moveth upon the Face 
of the Earth. 

HER E is the firft Grant; and the fecond 
immediately follows it, v. 29. And God flid, 
Behold, I have given you every Herb bearing 
Seed, which is upon the Face of all the Earth, 
and every 'lree in which is the }.i'rztit of a 'Free 
yielding Seed: to you it Jbal! be for Meat. 

I A P PEA L to common Senfe, Are not 
thefe two different Grants, and as difiinCl: as 
Words can make them? 

You !hall have Dominion over the ani­
mal World,-fays the firft Grant ; -The 

vegetable 
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8 :Defence of the VoClrine 
vegetable World fhall be your Food,-fays 
the fecond. - Is it pollible that any two 
Grants can be more diftinCl:, either in the 
Nature of the Things granted, or in the 
Terms of Conveyance? And here I muft 
obfetve, that they are not both conveyed in 
one, but in two diftinC\: Declarations, each 
of them introduced with the Solemnity of 
thofe awful Words,-And Godfoid--

SUPPOSE this Gentleman fhould allowoneof 
his Servants free Leave to ride a certain Horfe, 
and to eat the Fruit of a certain Tree in his 
Garden; if this Servant fhould immediately 
conclude from that Conceffion, that he had 
a Right to eat the Horfe, I believe this W ri­
ter would think the Inference a very 11:range 
one.-Now fuppofe, that inftead offaying 
you fhall have Leave to ride this Horfe, his 
Mafier had faid, Have Dominion over this 
Horfe, and eat the Fruit of this Tree, would 
not the Grant in both Cafes be the fame? 
Could the Servant, think we, underftand any 
thing by that Dominion over the Horfe, but 
a Right of riding him and employing him to 
the feveral Purpofes of Carriage, Tillage, 
Sf!tI ? ~c •. 

THE Grant to N04lh is in the 9th -Chapter 
of Genejis, v. 3- Every mOVZ1Jg thing that 
liveth foalt be Meat [or you; even as the green 
Herb have I given YOll alt things_--=-

THE 
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of Alftinence from Blood. 9 

THE Grant to Adam gives every Herb, 
the Grant to Noah gives every moving thinO" 
that liveth, as the green Herb. Is this n~ 
additional Grant? No Enlargement of Char­
ter? If it be not, 'tis evident thefe Words 
have no Meaning: And if they have not, 
could they come from God ? 

IN fhort, the Grant of Dominion over the 
animal World, and the Grant of the vegeta­
ble World for Food, given to Adam, are 
of as diftinct a Nature from one another, and 
from the fubfequent Grant to Noah, as 
Words can make them. And if two of 
them are ftill the fame, I fee no Ufe of Lan­
guage, but to delude where it fhould direct. 
And to imagine this pollible, of Words in­
fpired by God himfelf, for the Direction of 
his Creatures, is a Suppofition fhocking, not 
only to Religion, but common Senfe! And 
I have the'Satisfaction to find, that my Con­
ception of this Matter, is agreeable to the 
general Senfe of the 'Jews, - the ChriJlia11' 
Fathers, the firft Reformers, and the beft 
Commentators. '* And as for fuch as think 

with 

4 I ,beg Leave alfo to add, that of the Learned and Honour­
able Mr; Robert Boyle, (whofe Skill in Divinity is not his 
loweft Prai[e) in his Difquifition c.f Final Cau[es, p. 8 I. " After 
" the Deluge God delivered all terrdlial Seafh, Fowl, and 

C ~'Fifh~ 
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10 'J)efence of the 'lJ08rinc 
with my Adverfary, let him count~hem up, 
and glory in them. 

~ HAT nothing but vegetable Food was 
eaten before the Flood appears to me not 
only from the oldeft Traditions upon this 
Head, but likewife from God's own Com­
mand to Noah, in relation to the Provifions 
to be laid up in the Ark, Gen. vi. 21, !l!l. 

And take thou unto thee of all Food that is 
eaten, and thou /halt gather it to thee, and it 
fball hefoY Food for thee, and for them: thus 
did Noah; according to alt that God com­
manded him, fo did he. 

FRO M thefe Words, it fhould feem, in 
the :tirf\: Place, that there was then forne 
kind of Food in the Wodd which was not 
eaten: But however this may be, it is clear 
from this Command, It /ball he for Food for 
thee; and for them, that NoahYs Food in the 
Ark was fuch as he had in common with the 
other Creatures; and how any thing but the 
Fruits of the Earth could be a common Food 
to Man, and all other Creatures, Iown, I 
cannot conceive. 

:: Fifl1es, &c. i,:to the Hands of Men, and intended that they 
thould eat Ammais, as before the Flood he h.::d appointed 

" them all the forts of wholcfome V <i'getables for their 
,~ Food." 
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of Ahflinence from Blood. t I 

BUT it is objeCled to me, (p. I I.) that I 
confine Adam to Bread and Herbs; and 
confequently, that upon my Principles, 
neither he ilOr his Sons had any more Right 
:to the Fruit of a Tree, than to Flefh. - - I 
anf wer, That by the Herbs of the Field, I 
underftand the whole vegetable World, and 
apprehend, that the whole World have 
hitherto fo underftood it. I alfo apprehend, 
that the fame is undel'ftood by the green Herb 
in the Grant to Noah; and for this plain 
Reafon, becaufe I apprehend, that all the 
Trees in the-W orId are no other than green 
Herbs. And '\\' hen this Gentleman proves 
they are not, I will undertake to prove, 
that an Oyfier and a Snail are no Animals.­
And I am pretty confident there is as much 
Difference betwixt an Oyfier and an Elephant, 
as there is between a Cabbage and an Oak. 
-Tho' pollibly Adam might not know this 
immediately after his Creation; and confe .. 
quentl y, a more explicite Grant was neceffary 
,to him. 
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II Vefonce of the '])pC1rine 
\. 

III. 

The Grant of :Dominion ove1" the Crea­
tures con/idered. 

U T here this Author is pleafed 
to take me to Task in the fol­
lowing manner; I dejire to k110W 

(fays he) what flrt oj a Domi­
nion it was that God gave Adam 

over the F~fb of the Sea, and over the Fowls of 
the Air, I1nd over every living thing that 
moveth upon the Earth, if it WelS not a Do­
minion tEat he was to make u.fe of? (p. 4') 

To this I anf wer, That I really cannot 
tell what fort of a Dominion that is, which 
a l\lan is not to make nfe of: But I am 
hum bi y of Opinion, that there may be fome 
nfe of Dominion over things, diftinfr from a 
Power of eating them; and that fuch Domi­
nion might pofiibly be of forne Advantage 
both to the Governor and the Governed: 
For Example; 

lAM 
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of ~1bjJjnence from Blood. 1 ~ 

I A M of Opinion, that it is the Intereft of 
Sheep to be {horn, and that it was the Intereft 
of Abel to ilieer them; and that their Milk 
and Wool fufficiently paid for their keeping, 
to an Owner who paid no Rent fol' his 
Land. 

1 AM alfo of Opinion, that Jabal might 
find his Account in feeding Cows, tho' he 
were as utter a Stranger to the Tafte of their 
Fleih, as thoufands who feed them in this 
Kingdom, at this Day, and pay heavy Rents 
into the Bargain; for the fole Advantag.e of 
their Milk, without the leaft Intc;:ntion or 
Idea of eating one MorfeI of them to the end 
of their Lives. ' 

BE SID E 5, all Nations have not the fame 
Opinion of the fame kinds of Food; the 
Flefh of Cows and Oxen is in great Efteem in 
this Part of the World; but (if I am rightly 
informed) is far from being fo in thofe 
Eaftern Regions, where Mankind are fup­
pofed to have had their Origin. * 

BUT 

'*' The wife Son of sJrtl&h [eems to have thought in a very 
different manner from this Author: The principal things for the 
7iPhole U!e of Marls Life (fays he) are Water, Fire? Iron, and 
Sait, Flour of Wheat, Honey, Milk, and the Blood oj the Grape, 
4naOyl, ",nd CloMbing. E.cclus~ cbap. xxxix~ '1J! 2.6. 
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14 'lJ efonce of the Vo[/rine 

BUT to proceed, 'Tis fufficiently evident 
from the Scriptures, that the Firftlings.of ~he 
Flock and I-Ierd, were from the Begmmng 
offered up in Sacrifice to God; and in that 
Cafe, it was the Intereft of the Dam to be 
milked, and the Intereft of her Keeper to 
turn that Milk to his own Ufe; as alfo in 
Cafes of accidental Death, or Deftruction of 
the Young by wild Beafts; or where the Pa­
rent gave more Milk than was neceffary to 
the Prefervation of the Young: And pro­
bably it was one Reafon why the Males of 
the Flocks and the Herds were offered up in 
Sacrifice, that the Females, as of more Ad­
vantage to Mankind, might be multiplied 
beyond them. J1I ho feedeth a Flock, aJ1d eateth 
not of the Milk of the Flock-is a Queftion 
which Abel might as rightfully have put asSt. 
Paul; tho' pollibly, Who feedeth a Flock, 
and eateth not of the Fleth thereof, is a Q!le­
fiion which Abel had as little Right to put in 
one Cafe, as St. PattI in the other; but very 
pofiibl y humble Abel was content to fay to 
himfelf, what the wife Man fays, Prov. 
xxvii. :10, 27.· The Lambs arefor thy Clottth­
ing, and the Goats afe the Price of the Field; 
and thou foalt have Goats ~ljlk enough jor thy 
Food, for the Food of thy Hotifhold, and for 
l'1-Jai"telJam"e of thy Maidens. * 

AND 

t The Nomades of Africk fed upon the Milk of the eyno,," 
cephales, as rome Northern Nations do upon that of the Rain .. 
Deer. 
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of Abjlinence from Blood. 1 j 

AND was it nothing for the Antediluvians 
to ha ve delicious Food and the comfortable 
Coverings both of Tents and Cloaths from 
the Creatures, unlefs they were alfo allowed 
.to eat them? 

T HAT Tents were the firft Roures, and 
that Skins were the original Cloathing of 
Mankind (as they are at this Day to many 
Hordes of :Tartars) is, I believe paft all 
doubt; and that they continued to pe fo for 
many Ages, appears evidently enough from 
the earlieft Accounts we have of all Countries, 
and particularly of Britain; and how ill 
many Regions of the Earth could do with­
out them ac this Day is fufficiently known. * 

NOR are even the Fowls 
Dominion over Fowl. 

of the Air unufeful to this 
Purpofe. That Feathers made, and ftill 
make, a chief Part both of Drefs and Cover­
ing to the Natives of America, is not denied; 
nor do even the policer Europeans difdain the 
Aid of their Ornaments at this Day; and 

much 

* The Skin of the River-Horfe is in high Efteem among 
the .Africans for Shields,-which are [aid to be Proof againft 
Musket-Balls. 

When Houfes were built, and Skins ceafed to be of com· 
mon Ufe for Tents, they continued to be ftill demanded in 
War; (St. Paul wrought at this 1 rade) and are frill the Houfes 
of the Calmou,-TnrfMI. 
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t 6 :Defence of the Vol1fine 
much lefs do they defpife their various Ufes: 
Such is the" Beauty and Variety of their Co­
louring in forne Regions of the Earth, as to 
be able to fupply the Place of the Pollet and 
Pencil: Nor will my Adverfary deny, that 
he himfelf hath fome Reafon to bIds God 
for the Dominion of Man over the Fowls of 
the Air (fuppofing them uneaten) inafmuch 
as without this his Bed perhaps would not be 
quite fo foft, nor his Sleep fo fweet; but if 
he has not, I own I have. 

EftA G A IN; Tillage was as old as 
ea s. Adam, and I fee no Abfurdity in fup­

pofing, that Oxen might be of as much Ufe 
(in that RefpeCl:) then, as now; probably 
they ploughed the Field, probably they 
brought home the Corn, and when it was 
brought home, probably they trod it out.­
And was all this nothing, unlefs they might 
be eaten alfo ? 

BE A S T s of Burthen, I humbly appre­
hend, were never abfolutely unneceffary to 
Mankind; and therefore a Right of Domi­
nion over them for that fole Purpofe, never 
could be a Grant abfolutely ufe1efs and infig­
nificant. And that this is the only Ufe of 
Oxen i!1 many Parts of Ajia and Africa at this 
Day, is, I think, paft all doubt. 

Now 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 
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Now thefe Advantages might, in my 
humble Opinion, make the human Domi­
nion over the Creatures very advantageous, 
tho' it lhould not extend to a Right of eating 
them! and indeed I am inclined to believe, 
tbat this Writer is the only Man in the 
World who ever imagined, that the Idea of 
Dominion neceffarily included in it a Power 
of eating. * 

BUT this Point will perhaps be feen in a 
better Light from a very plain and familiar 
Inftance. 

SUP PO S E this Author, among his other 
Charities, fhould give any of his poor De­
pendants, an exprefs Dominion over his Barns 
for Food, and over his Flocks and Herds to 
every Ufe and Advantage of Milk, Wool, 
Tillage and Carriage, but without the leaft 
Mention or Intimation of a Licenfe to eat them; 
referving at the fame time a certain Number to 
his own fole Ufe; - fhould this Dependant 
treat this Dominion with Difdain, upbraid his 
BenefaCl:or with his Limitation, and cry out, 
What .fort of Dominion is this which a Man 
mu.ft not make u.fl of? If Dominion has any 

D Meaning, 

:!If I am fure if it does, the Criticks are mightily miftakeI\. 
when they imaglne .Achilles's J111p.o'6e;~ 'd.rnA~U~ to be an Ap­
pellation of Reproach, inftead of an Epithet of Right. 
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18 Vefence of the DoBrin: 
.. ~Jeaning, it ma} imply a Power of eating; 
therefore I will not only milk and jieece theft 
Flocks, but feed upon them a!fo. - I appeal 
to his own BreaR, whether he would not 
think fuch a Dependant not only very un­
grateful and unreafonable; but very wIong­
headed into the Bargain? 

The Author's Ob­
jeCtion from the Coats 
of Skins, Gen. iii. con­
fidered. 

T HIS learned Writer 
proceeds (p. 4.) "and 
"finee we find in the 
" 3d of Gen. v. 2. I. that 

" upon the Expulfion of Adam and Eve out 
, , , of Paradife, God was pleafed to make 
" Coats of Skins for them, and cloath them: 
" Is there not as much Reafon to apprehend, 
" that the Dominion given to Adam did 
" extend to the taking away the Life of any 
" of the Creatures, as well to fupply him 
" with Food as with Raiment. 

HER E this Author [eems to take it for 
granted, that Adam, flew thefe Creatures (of 
whofe Skins it plea1ed God to make him and 
his Wife Coats) in order to doath himfelf 
with their Skins, by Virtue of the Right of 
Dominion given him over the Brute World. 
But the Reader will pleafe to obferve, that if 
he does take this for granted, he does fo 
without any Foundation of Proof, or even 
of Probability. - I apprehend, that all the 
learned Men in the World, who ever wrote 

on 
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em this Subject, are, and ever were, of Opi­
nion, that the Beafis whofe Skins fupplied 
Adam and Eve with Coats, were Beafis flain 
for Sacrifice; and I will venture to fay, that 
I have demonfirated Sacrifices to be of divine 
Inftitution (and neither this Author, nor 
even any Infidel that I know of, hath yet at­
tempted to confute me); and if they were 
flain for Sacrifice, they were flain by the im­
mediate Command of God, and againft all 
Adam's InftinCl:s and Inclinations; (the Truth 
of this Affertion every Man who hath any 
Humanity will quickly feel himfelf convinced 
of); and confeq nentl y, they were not flain in 
the Intention of Adam, either for Cloathing 
or Food; both which Purpofes muft, in my 
humble Opinion, be very remote both from 
his Intention and Con.ception in that State of 
Things. 

SUR ELY no Man Ii ving ever imagined, 
that Adam had any InftinCl: to gratify in de­
ftroying thefe Creatures: The Sight of living 
Animals, I believe, never yet created an 
Appetite in any mortal IVIan to devour them, 
even after full Information that he was pri­
vileged to devour them; and much lefs an­
tecedent to fuch Inforrnation.- Nor is it to 
be imagined, that Adam's Knowledge of the 
Creatures extended to fuch Skill in their 
Structure, as to know the Nature and Vfc 
Qftheir Skins, without immediate Information 

D z from 
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2. o. :Defence of the VoE1rine 
ii·om Almighty God.-We fee, that when 
he had the Skins, he knew not how to make 
Coats of them; and finely it required much 
lefs Skill to fbape them into C!oaths, than to 
fever them from the Animal, or to know 
that they were of a diftinCl: Nature from the 
Flefh.- So that this Author's Opinion up ... 
on this Head, is in all Views, and upon all 
Accounts, utterly groundiefs. 

I A M far from denying, that Adam had a 
Right (by Virtue of the Dominion granted 
by God over them) to flay the Creatures upon 
proper Occauons. For tho' th~ Grant was 
given to Man in the State of Innocence; 
where there could, in all Probability, be no 
need of flaying them: Yet inafmuch as it 
never was revoked, it is reafonable to think 
that it was continued to every lawful Pur­
pofe that could be anfwered by a right and a 
reafonable Ofe of them. Now we have clear 
lteafon to conclude from the Scriptures, that 
he had a Right to flay them for Cloathing 
and for Sacrifice; but no Colour of Reafon 
to conclude from thence, that he had a Right 
to deftroy them for Food, but quite the con­
trary; inafmuch as he was not only prefcri­
bed, but, as I apprehend, plainly limited 
to another Food; and that Limitation, ac­
cording to a known .Maxim, left him at Li­
berty, with refp'ecr to all right and reafonable 

Ufes 
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Ufes of the Creatures, in Cafes not excepted 
or precluded. 

To all this may be added, that this learned 
Gentleman forgets that Holocaufts (i. e. 
Sacrifices where the whole Carcafe, exclufive 
of the Skin, was confumed by Fire) are al­
lowed on all hands to he the moft ancient 
kind of animal Sacrifices known or heard of 
in the World; and therefore there is not the 
leaft Pretence or Appearance of Probability, 
that Adam, or any of the antediluvian World, 
devoured the Creatures devoted to God in 
Sacrifice. 

T HIS Author proceeds 
to another Argument up­
on this Point, which 
plainly appears to be in 

My Adver[ary's Argu­
ment from the Make of 
the human. Stomach 
confidered. 

his Judgment decifive and unanf werable; 
but is in my Opinion as inconc1ufi ve as 
can well be imagined. His Words are 
thefe, p. 5. - " Befides, if we fuppofe 
" the Stomachs of the Antediluvians were 
" formed in the fame manner with our Sto­
" machs, and find by Experience, that the 
" Stomach of Man, is at prefent formed as 
" well to be carni vorous as gramini vorous; I 
" fay, that their having Stomachs partly form­
" ed after the fame manner with the Stomachs 
" of Creatures that live entirel y upon Flefh, 
~, is as {hong a Proof to me, that they were 

intended 
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" intended and did feed upon Flefh, as their 
" having had Feet is a Proof of their walk­
" ing." 

Now', not to infift on the Singularity of 
this Gentleman's Stile on this Occafion, his 
carnivorous and graminivorozts Stomachs, 
Things, I believe, never before heard of, 
(at leaft it is the common Opinion, that it is 
the Bunnefs of the Stomach to digeft, and not 
to devour) the Sum of his Argument is this: 
- If the human Stomach is fitted to digefl: 
Fldh, then Man had a Right to eat Fletb, 
and actually did fo from the Beginning. 

Now if this Reafoning is right, then this 
l\1axim muft be true, that Fitnefs to do any 
Thing infers a Right to do that Thing; nay 
not only fo, but infers the aCtual Exertion of 
that Right.-Does this Author believe, that 
he himfelfhath a Right to commit Murder and 
Inceft upon. the Evidence and Security of this 
Principle? I am fiue he does not: And I dare 
fay he would take it very ill to be concluded 
guilty of either in Confequence ofrhis Maxim, 
-and God forbid he fhould. 

LET us confider this Reafoning in another 
Light, which may probably be more agree.., 
able. 
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I W ILL fu ppofe this Writer to he very 
happily fitted both by his Birth, Education, 
Abilities, and Principles for the heft Prefer­
ment (it matters not whether Ecclefiafiical 
or Civil) in his Majefty's Gift; will it follow 
from hence, that he hath a Right to fuch 
Preferment without a previous Grant from 
his MajeUy: I cannot think it will; and I 
am fure he is too dutiful to his Majefty, to 
fay, or fo much as to think he hath.-And 
if not, much lefs will it follow that he is in 
acrual Poifeffion of that Preferment, however 
defirable and advantageous fuch a Situation 
might be, both to hirnfelf and the World. 

N <' w the true Diftincrion upon this Maxim 
(which this learned Writer overlooked) is 
this,-Fitnefs to do a Thing without which 
we cannot live, infers our having done that 
Thing with as much Certainty as that we 
lived; and therefore the Antediluvians as 
certainly walked as they had Feet, becaufe 
they could not live without walking; but their 
Fitnefs to eat Flefh infers not the fame Cer­
tainty or N eceffity of their having eaten it, 
becaufe they could live without it. 

A P L A I N obvious Inf1:ance will illuftrate 
this to the meaneft Capacity. 
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SUP P 0 SEa Pilgrim appointed by a Perfon 
of fufficient Authority to take a long Journey 
on Foot to a 'certain City; - fuppofe two 
different kinds of Food proper for his Sufte­
nance in his Journey to this City; - fup­
pofe one of thefe exprefly prefcribed (and 
poffibly by way of Penance) by the fame 
authoritative Perfon, who had alfo an un­
doubted Right to prefcribe in that Cafe, as 
well as filfficient Skill to prefcribe properly; 
-fuppofe this Pilgrim, after a certain Time, 
arrived at that City, and confeffedly on Foot; 
could we with as much Certainty infer, that 
he was fupported in his Journey to this City by 
the Food not prefcribed to him, as that he 
made Ufe of his Feet to carry him thither? 
I believe no Man of common Senfe would 
fa y we could. 

TH E Reader may, if he pleafes, apply 
this to Life; - he may confider Life as this 
Pilgrimage; - God the Author of the Pil­
grimage; - the Grave, the City to which 
we are all appointed to travel; Herbs, &c. 
the Viaticum prefcribed by our great and 
skilful Governor; and Flefh the Viaticum 
n?t prefcribed : The Inference is ob­
V10US.-

To . -
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T CWll this I beg leave to 
add, that the Ejftnes, Py­
thagorealJS, and Brafhmans 
of Old, and their Succeffors 

Some Men always 
abftained from Flelh 
upon Principle. 

the prefent Bramins and Banians of the EqJI, 
and all the Monks and Religious Orders of 
Chrifiians in .dithiopia, had and have, in 
all Probability, as good Flefh-Stomachs as 
their Neighbours; and yet I believe this 
Gentleman will not infift, contrary to the 
Hiftory of all Times, that they did and do 
aCl:ually eat Flefh.~And if thefe abftained 
and frill abftain upon fome miftaken Prin­
ciple of Religion after the Deluge, 'tis 
poffible, that others might have abftained in 
the fame manner from fome right Principle 
of Religion before. 

I own'it appears extremely probable to me, 
that if Mankind had riot abftained from Flefh 
in the antediluvian World from a Principle of 
Religion, yet might they have abftained 
merely thro' Ignorance: - Nor can I con­
ceive how they could ten, antecedent to '~he 
divirie Licence, that Flefh was good and falu-. 
tary Food, unlefs they were to be guided in 
this Point by Wolves and Tygers; -Crea­
tures of all others the moft oppofite to the 
human Nature; and I think forne Arguments 
mig~t be drawn from their Tempers and 

. E fuort-
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z6 Vefence of the Vot1rine 
fhort .. livednefs to fhew, that fuch Food wa~ 
neither falutary nor defirable to Man. 

1 F you fuppofe them influenced t~ a Defi~e 
of this Food by the Smell of Sacnfices, it 
muft then be remembered, that none but the 
Religious facrificed, and that their Sacrifices 
were Rolocaufts ; and the Religious of the an­
tediluvian World are almofl: univerfally be­
lieved not to have eaten Flefh: Befides, I 
very much doubt whether Habit hath not 
made the Smell of FIefh much more incentive 
to Appetite than Nature: * At leaft I know 
fome Men of Senfe who are of Opinion, that 
the Smell of Flefh is only agreeable from the 
Remembrance of that Pleafure which was 
wont to attend it in eating. 

BUT however this may be, the Traditions 
of all Antiquity are agreed, that there was a 
Time when Mankind abftained from Fleih, 
and fed only upon the Fruits of the Earth. 

HIT HER T 0, I hope, this learned Au­
thor's Opinions and Arguments appear fufE.­

ciently 

* There are many Inilances, (and I myfe1f have known 
fome) of Per[ons fo thorowly reconciled by Cuilom to the very 
woril Tafies and Smells, as not only to think them tolerable, 
but even delicious: And in Fact, feveral Per[ons who have long 
been accuftomed to a Vegetable Diet, find the Smell of Fleih 
difagreeable. 
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ciently inconfiftent ,with Scripture, with 
Reafon, with Experience, with Antiquity. 

WE 1hall now enquire whether he be more 
fortunate in thefe that follow. 

THE Reader is by this Time, I hope, fup­
plied with fufficient Anfwers to thofe quick 
Queftions of this Author's, (p. 5.) "for what 
" Ufe did Abel and 'Jabal give themfelves the 
" Trouble of feeding and guarding Sheep and 
" Cattle? Was i~ only for the Sake of having 
(( their Skins to doath themfelves withal? 
" Are not the Skins of thofe called Wild 
" Beafts remarkably better for that Ufe?" 
-I fay, the Reader is, I hope, by this 
Time enabled to anf wer thefe Ql.1eftions ; 

IN ASM ueHas Cloath-
ing was evidently not the Cloathing not the only 

End of Dominion over 
only End attained by this Brutes. . 

Trouble; nor, if it were, 
could that End, (with humble Submiffion to 
this learned Author) be better attained by' 
the Skins of Wild Beafts: - For in the lirft 
Place, their Skins are not better for C)oath­
ing; and I will venture to oppoie that of the 
fingle Sheep t6 the Advantages of them aU 
put together; * (to fay nothing of the Camel, 

the 

* Beiides the many and excellent Ufes anfwered by the Wool 
iCvered from the Skin, and by the Skin bated of the Wool, 

E 2. the 
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the Goat, and the Ox.-) And if they 
were better, could they be obtained with fo 
much Eafe and Safety,' and in Numbers fuf­
ficient for all M-ankind? and in Confequence 
of this, with fo much Adva'ntage to the 
World! * or if they could (which I believe 
this learned Author will not, upon more ma­
ture Deliberation, affirm,) yet ftill, methinks, 
we might be at Liberty to put the fame 
Queftion to this Author concerning the ~ild 
Beafts in general, which it pleafed God to put 
to Job concerning [he Unicorn, Job xxxix. 
9, &c. Wilt they he willing to flrve thee, or 
abide in thy Crib? Canft thou bind them with 
their Bands in the Furrow? Or wilt they har­
row the Valleys after thee? Wilt thou trup 
them bucaufl their Strength is great? Or wilt 
thou leave thy Labour to them? mIt thou 

helieve 

• 

the Skins both of Lambs and Sheep are in many Countries in the 
highefl: Efl:eem both for Warmth and Delicacy. Many Hordes 
of Tartars are clad entirely by them, and even the luxurious 
Perfians hold the Skin of a grown Sheep in the next Degree 
of Dignity to that of the Sable . 

.. If the Reader will pleafe to figure to himfeJf fuch Herds, 
and Troops, of Lions, Leopards, Tygers, Bears, &c. fubfill:ing 
at ,once in the World, as were fufficient to fuppJy all Mankind 
w:th ~loathing ~nd other Conveniencies that could be fupplied 
by Skms, he wIll [oon be fenfible how jufl: and reafonable my 
Adverfary's 0p111ion is upon this Point. (As for Furrs of 
Sables, Ermins, Foxes, &c. they are only found in particular 
Northern Regions, when: they are moll: wanted.)-Probll/;; 
CircU/ over-run with an infinite Number of Wild Bealls of aU 
kinds, dreadful both to the Ears and Eyes of the SpeCtators, 
were, I thInk, a proper Emblem of the Theatre of the World 
upon this Author's Suppoiition. 
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helieve them that they will bring home thy Seed, 
tlPd gather it into thy Barn? 

AFTER all, fuppofe me, fuppofe Men every 
Way vaftly my Superiors, igmorant of many 
noble and excellent Ends propored and at­
tained throughout the various Ages and Re­
gions of the W orId, by the human Dominion 
over the Creatures exc1ufive of Food ; can any 
thing be inferred againft the Wifdom and Ufe 
of this Dominion from this Ignorance? God 
forbid. How unequal the utmoft Extent of 
human Reafon is to the unfathomable Depths 
of the divine Wifdom, in every Inftance, is, 
I believe, univerfally allowed; and for my 
part if I knew of no other Ufe of the Crea­
tures than to be Subfiitutes for the human 
Life forfeited by Sin, I fuould be contented 
humbly to acquiefce in that, and not only to 
acknowledge, but to adore the infinite Mercy 
of their Maker in the Appointment. 

IV. An 
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IV. 

An ObjeCfion about the Carcafls of 
Creatures flain for Sacrifices. 

U T this Author is Hill anxious to 
know, p. 5. (or rather anxious 
to pofe my Ignorance) what is 
to become of the Carcafes of the 
Creatures flain for Sacrifice. 

I H A V E one plain Anf wer to this Q!:.leftion, 
-Holocaufis were the earlieft Sacrifices, 
--and in thefe the whole Animal was con-
fumed except the Skin; fo that he need be 
under no Pain about their being left to the 
l3eafts of the Field and to Birds of Prey. -
Tho' if they had, (as probably in forne In­
fiances they might) BeaRs of the Field and 
Birds of Prey have as much Right to be fed 
as Man. -'The Eye; of alt wait upon thee, 0 
Lord, and thou giveJI them their Meat i1f due 
8eafln. And there was probably more need 

for 
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for their being fed by the Carcafes of Creatures 
flain for Man's Ufe in the antediluvian World, 
becaufe there was then in all Probability lefs 
Carnage, from the Long~vity and fuperior 
Health and Strength of the Creatures, pro­
portioned to that of their Lord. 

AND as Man, by Virtue of his Right of 
Dominion, had doubtlefs often occafion to 
flay feveral Creatures befides thore flain for 
Sacrifice, pollibly fuch Slaughters were not 
unufeful to the Suftenance of fuch Creatures 
as fubfift by Carnage. 

THE Fat of all fuch as were not flain for 
Sacrifice, might be ufed to the feveral Pur­
pofes of Light, Oil, Greafe, f!ic. as well then 
as now; - even under the old Law the 
Fat of the Beaft that died of itfelf, and the 
Fat of that which was torn with Beafis, might 
be applied to any other Purpofe, except that 
of Food. Levit. vii. Z4. 

V. Yarious 
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v. 
Various Ends of the Human Vominion 

over the Brute World. 

U T further, a Dominion to Man 
over the Creatures was neceffary 
in order to empower him to de­
firoy thofe that were noxious, 

............... i<=iiIII-"" as alfo to train up others to that 
very End; to guard not himfelf only, but 
31fo the feveral Creatures that were mofi ufe­
ful to him, from the Invafion and Ravage of 
others. 

I N what a Variety of Lights do the Beau­
ty and Ufe of this Dominion fuew themfe1 ves ! 
to fee fome Creatures feed their Lord, and 
others fight for him;.....- fome carry his 
Loads, and others cultivate his Lands; - to 
fee one doath him, and another bear him on 
his Back, conveying him with Speed and 
Safety where his Health, his Bufinefs, or 
even his Pleafures call him ;-fome coming 

at 
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at his Call, and others flying at his Command, 
- watching and obeying-his very Beck! 
proud to be employed, and vifibly rejoycing 
to have ferved him: To fum up all,-fome 
lightening his Labours, and fome atoning 
for his Guilt! --

AN 0 T f{ E REnd, anfwered by the Domi­
nion of Man over the Creatures, diftina from 
the Power of eating them, was the Delight of 
his Senfes,-and another the Entertainment 
of his Reafon; and both thefe naturally led 
him to reverence and to adore their Maker. 

How agreeably are we amufed with the 
Gayety of fome Animals, and the Goo~~will 
of others! the Sprightlinefs of one, the inyin .. 
cible Sloth and Sullennefs of another; the 
Cunning of this Animal, and the Mimickry 
of tha,t! the intraCtable Wildnefs and Ferity 
of one Race, and the familiar Gentlenefs of 
another! the Docility of one Species, and the 
infuperable Stupidity of others; their Arts of 
Annoyance and Defence 1 their Addre[s and 
Dexterity in the great eft Exigences; their 
Skill to efcape their Enemy, and their Wiles 
to compafs their Prey! the periodical Shift­
ings and Migrations of forne, the Recdfes and 
ReturQs of others! the apparent Deaths and 
Revivals of others, and even their Refur­
reaion under furprizingl y new , fairer, and 
nobler Forms !-and above all, that amazing 

F Variety 
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Variety and Profufion of Provifion for the 
Support of aU, from the Bounty and Benefi­
cence of their Maker! * 

A G A I N.. Man's Right of Dominion over 
the Fowls of the Air, empowered him to con­
fine fome Birds for the Pleafure of their Mu­
fick, others for the Delight of his Eye, others 
for the Deftrutl:ion of fuch Fowl and other 
Creatures as were noxious; as the Eagle and 
Hawk, to defiroy the Kite; the Vulture, the 
Raven, and even to pick out the Eyes of the 
Wolf and Boar,-as ids well known they 
may be trained to do, and-as thePerJians, we 
. are told, hunt with Leopards. 

Now that an explicit Grant upon this 
Point was ufeful to this very End, fufficiently 
appears from the Superftition of thofe Na­
tions to whom this Grant is not known, 
many of whom .make as much Confcience of 
fupporting noxious Creatures, (caaefully ab­
ftaining from all I~jury and Offence towards 
them) as the beft Chriftians of relieving good 
Men io Diftrefs. 

. * That abundant Supply o~ Provifion proper to each Species, 
IS, doubtlefs, Matte~ ot fufficlent Admiration to every thinking 
Bei~g; but the ~rovlfion made for the Support of thofe Creatures 
,whIch ne~er ihr from the Plac~ of their Nativity, or are defti. 
'tute of LImbs to. c~rry .them In ~ea:ch of their Prey, is juil: 
~tter of more dl~lngulnled AdmIratIon; and fuch is the Con­
dItIon of feveral Kinds of Shcll-Fifh in the Waters and is com­
monly deemed ~he Condition of the Bird of Paradife at Land. 

THIS 
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T HIS Right of Dominion alfo empower'd 
him to employ fome Birds to carry his Mef­
fages, and to bring him Intelligence in his 
greateft Exigences; * to confine others to 
divide the dead and dark Hours of the Night, 
and call him up to his Cares, and others, 
perhaps, for the Benefit of their Eggs, § at 
leaft all Birds whatfoever he had a Right to 
confine, the better to obferve their Powers, 
their Illfiinch, their Abilities, their Friend­
fhips, their Enmities, their Dangers, their 
Defences, their Generation, their different 
Methods of Incubation, hatching and provi­
ding for their Young, the Beauty, Variety 
and Wifdom of their Structure, fo admi­
rably fuited to their Element and Condition 
of Life! 

How delightful an Employment is it to a 
reafonable and religious Spirit, to climb up this 
Scale of Life, from the Humfning Bird of 
America to the Oftrich of Arahia, and at 
every Step, to contemplate, to admire, and to 
adore the Glory, the Grandeur, and the Good­
nefs of their Maker! 

"" It is well known, that Pigeons are the great Conveyers 
of Intelligence thro' the Levant, and that they convey it with 
the Speed of ten Leagues an Hour. 

§ The [arne Way of Reafoning that inferred the Lawfulnefs 
Qf (!ating Milk. would, in fome meafure, hold good witlt 
regard to Eggs. 

F1. II' 
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I T is impoffible either to afcend or defcend 
through this Scale of Life, without di~cover- I 

ing at ev'ry Step amazing Marks ofWlfdom, 
as inexhaufiible in the Variety of its Models, 
as in the Skill, the Richnefs, and the Mag­
nificence of the Execution: Thefe Obferva­
(ions cannot be made to any Degree of Accu­
racy, in many Infiances; without a minute 
and exact Examination of their Parts, nor 
this, without a Right over their Lives; and 
therefore a Grant of Dominion was abfo­
lute I y neceffary to thefe Ends; and a Limita­
tion \ of Dominion to a right and a rational 
Profecution and Attainment of all thefe Ends, 
was perfectly confifient both with the Bounty 
and Beneficenc~ of the Creator. 

All thefe Advantages and Entertainments 
(except that of Mufick~ Man is alfo capable 
of receiving, with a new and amazing Va­
riety, from the Beafis of the Field, (from the 
Moufe, up to the Elephant) and even from 
the Worms of the Earth, from the Earth ... 
worm and Caterpillar, to Creatures many 
Millions of Degrees lefs than a Mite. 

ARE not many Creatures fupported at this 
Day, and have they not been fo, in various 
Regions of the Earth, merely for the Plea­
fure of feeing them, and obferving upon their 
Natures! and is this no PIeafure to a reafon-

able 
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,able and a philofophick Spirit? And is Do­
minion to thefe Ends of no Avail, unlefS that 
alfo of eating be added to them? Were they 
made only for the Entertainment of our Ap­
petites, and is that their noblen Ufe ? Such 
a Pofition might well enough become an 
Heathen High-Prieft, or an Hog of Epit;uruls 
Herd, but muft fu.rely be very ill fuited to 
the CharaCl:er of a: Chriftian Philofopher. 

AND I dare fay, this Gentleman will 
do himfelf the J uftice to own, that he hath 
:(ometimes, on occafional Jourriies, and often 
in his Refearches into Nature, been rapt into 
Tranfport and Amazement, to behold the 
different Regions of this habitable World, 
the Rocks, the Mountains, the Marfhes, the 
Vallies, nay even the barren Defarts, fo 
richly, fo wifely, and fo beneficently fur­
nHhed out with Creatures, for many wonder­
ful and excellent Purpofes of Providence, and 
for various Ufes and Neceffities of the human 
Life, diftinCl: from Food. 

VI. :the 
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"' 

VI. 

The Wifdom of a gradual Grant. 

N D here I cannot but contem­
plate upon the great vYifdom of 
God vifible in a gradual Grant of 
the Creatures. Had Appetite 

~~~~ been indulged ill their Deftruc­
tion from the firft, it is evident, that in the 
extreme Degeneracy of human Nature (be ... 
fore the Flood) this End of their Being had 
only, or at leaft principally been regarded: 
And then, in all Probability, the very Spe­
cies of many of them had been cut off from 
the Earth~ 

THE World is allowed to have been more 
thoroughl y peopled before the Flood than 
fince, fo that 'if the feveral Creatures had 
then been eaten, 'tis impoffible they could 
have efcaped the Luxury and Barbarity of 
the then Inhabitants. Several kinds of 
Creatures have been utterly deftroyed in par-

ticular 
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ticular Regions of the Earth {ince the Flood ;* 
and, beyond all Queftion, Waftes and Defarts, 
and a Scarcity of Inhabitants, are abfolutely 
necdfary to the Pre1ervation of many of 
them at this Day. - But if the Species hl1d 
not been wholly deftroyed by the Permif­
fion of this Kind of Food, before the Flood, 
yet many of their nobleft Ends and Ures had 
certainly been defeated :-They would then 
have naturally been deftroyed, when they 
were in moil: Perfection for Food; and then, 
ten thoufand Ends and Ufes of their Being 
had been 10ft. - The Confequences would, 
I apprehend, be much the fame in Propor­
tion, as if Mankind were regularly to be· cut 
off at Thirty; 7 t is evident, that human Na­
ture would then be very little underftood, 
and not one of its nobleft Ends anfwered.­
Apply this to the animal World.-Suppofe 
their feveral Periods of Duration unknown, 
and you will find a thoufand Inftances of In­
firuCl:ion, ufeful Obfervation, and Advan­
tages of various Kinds, cut off from Man­
kind. How many new InftinCls are difco­
vered, and Leffons of Wifdom learned from 
the Longcevity and old Age of Animals of all 
Kinds! 

4 As the Cock of the vrood. and Moufe·Deer in lrelnna. 

THli 
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THE Reader will beft entertain himfelf 
with his own Contemplations upon this 
Head! 

W HEN Appetite was precluded, Cur.io .. 
fity was left to its full Range; and nothing 
was more natnral than to enquire diligently, 
and examine minutely, into the various Views 
and Purpofes of the divine Wifdom in the 
Production of the Creatures, and the Ends 
anf wered to Man by his Dominion over them. 
And this Enquiry naturally terminated in a 
more perfect Knowledge of their Nature and 
Ufes, than could otherwife ever have been 
attained or expeaed.-Tho' that Knowledge 
is to this Day very imperfeCl:; and perhaps 
wants more Culture, and is capabJe of more 
Improvement, than any other Branch of 
Knowledge whatfoever. 

I CAN NOT quit this SubjeCl: without ob­
ferving, upon the great Wifdom and Goodnefs 
of God, in preferving the Creatures at the 
Del uge, by the Miniftration of Noah and his 
Sons; inafmuch as this naturally led them, 
nay aIm oft laid them un der a N eceffity of 
obferving their feveral Natures with uncom­
mon Exaanefs and Attention • 

.A DAM had the, Knowledge: of the 
Brute World by Infpiration. When this 

Know-
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Knowledge was impaired in his Pofierity, no 
Man fince /ldtlm ever had fuch an Opportunity 
of recovering it, of being fully informed in the 
natural Hiflory of Animals, as Noah and his 
Sons. And when this was their fole EmQ$ 
ployment and Entertainment for almofl: a 
whole Year together; this was fo thorough 
an IntroduCl:ion into that Science, as could 
not but whet their Curiofity to carry it on 
to the greatefl: Perfeftion, for the refl: of their 
Lives; which was the beft Means imaginable, 
not only to refl:rain them from deftroying the 
Creatures, but alfo to excite them to preferve 
and provide for them, with uncommon 
Care, till they were fufficiently multiplied 
for the Ufe of Men, over the Face of the 
Earth. 

T 0 this Purpofe alfo, that Love and 
Liking, naturally arifing from a long and 
familiar Acquaintance (efpecially in a com­
mon Confinement) could not but greatly 
contribute. 

THE R E is fcaree any Creature fo brutal 
as not to be fenfible of good Offices; the 
conftant Kindnefs which Noah and his Sons 
fllewed thefe Creatures for fo long a Time 
together, by fupplying them with Food, 
(:fc. naturally tended to create a mutual 
'E,:ndearment between them, which (befides 

G tho 
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the Advantage of Security- from them) 
was doubtlefs for fome Time a fhong 
Reftraint both upon thefe Men and their 
Defcendants from taking away the Lives 
_of thefe Creatures, otherwife than thra' 
r.nere ~ecefJUty. 

VII. J/al/s 
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VII. 

Man's Vominion over Fifo and InfeBs 
(exclu/ive of eating) not altogether 
ufolefs· 

ORis Man's Dominion even over 
the Fillies of the Sea (fuppofing 
them uneaten) altogether ufelefs. 
-- A Dominion over fome of 
them is ufeful for the bare Plea-

fure of beholding them; fuch is (co mention 
only a few Infiances) the Delight the Chineft 
receive from their Gold and Silver Fillies '* ; 
and the King of Ceilon from feveral kinds of 

,. Gold and Silver Fifo. 
Ofthefe Le Compte gives the following Account. He tells us, 

they are the great Beauty and Ornamsnt ot the Courts and 
Gardens of great Per[ons; that the Male i& of a moll: delicate 
Red from the Head to the Middle; the rell: gilded with glitter­
ing Gold, far exceeding the Power of Art ........ The Fcmaleh 
white, its Tail and one Part of its Body perfectly wafhcd o',er 
with Silver: The Tail is fafbioned like a No[egay, thick and 
lon~ which gives a particular Grace to this Anim.u. 

G ~ Fifu 
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Fifh which Travellers aifure us are never 
brought to his Table, but fupported wholly 
for his Pleafure: Such alfo are thofe vene­
rable Carp at Mar/i, which are faid to have 
fubfifted there fince the Time of Henry the 
Fourth of France; nor can I find that Men 
are like1 y to be robbed of this Pleafure 
by the Voracity of any of the French 
Monarchs. 

A DaM INION over other Fifh is found 
ufeful for the Benefit of their Oy 1; which in 
the polar·· Regions of the W orId in fame 
meafure fupplies the Abfence of the Sun. 
-A Dominion over others for their Ivory *; 
over others for Medicine, for Painting and 
Improvement of Manufactures of various 
kinds; over others for their Skins, (fubfer­
vient to various Ufes) and over others for 
their Pearls and Shells of feveral forts, whkh 
furnifh out the Clofets of the Curious, and 
minifter alike to Ornament, Conveniency, 
and Curiofity. t Nay, we are told, that fome 

* The Wifdom and Bounty of Providence are, J think, very 
confpicuous in this Inftance.-The Elephant, which is fitted 
for warmer Climates. fupplies the South and Eaft with Ivory. 
and the Malruis or the Narval (a Fifh taken in the Danifh Seas) and 
the Teeth of the Behemoth, an amphibious Animal taken in the 
River Lena and Tarta1"i.1n Sea, fupply the North. • 

t Fillies ot"feveral kinds are necciTary for the Support of feveral 
forts ot Fowl, and other Creatures ufeful to Man, as Herons. 
(~tters, Bevers,_ and even a. kind of wild Sheep mentioned by Op­
pllm.-Some gf the Amerwms employed them to enrich their 
Lands. 

Fifhes 
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Fillies to the South of Italy fupply us even 
with Wool; nor will the Ladies allow even 
the Murex abfolutely ufelefs (tho' uneaten) 
for the fake of her Purple; nor my Adver­
fary anyone of the whQle Number from the 
8hrimp to the If hale, for the Improvement 
of natural Knowledge, in which he is fo well 
skilled. 

AND as for the refl: of the animal W or1d, 
the Dominion even over Worms and Infects, 
will, I believe, never be counted abfolutely 
ufelefS, as long as the Bee, the Silkworm, 
ttIe Gall-nut, the Byzantine Moth, the In­
fect of the Cephalenian Holy-Oak, and the 
Cochineel keep their Credit in the W orId. * 

* Befides all the Ends of Phyfick, InfeCl:s, Worms and Rep­
tiles of all forts are necdfary for the Support of feveral kinds 
of Fowl many ways ufeful to Mankind. - It is well known, 
that the Glow-worm an[wered all the Ends and Ufes of Candles 
and Torches to the Americilns: As the Fire-fly in lome meafure 
an[wers the fame Ends at Siam; the Account we have of it in 
Harris's ColleCl:ion of Travels, Vol. 2d, is as follows, " The 
" Fire-fly is an admirable InfeCt: Their Wings are bright and 
" fhining like Fire, and they have four Wings like Locults, of 
" which two only are [een when they are at repo[e; the other 
" two they fpread out only when they are flying: They are 
" very numerous, and the Trees by the River Sides are co­
" vered over with them; and tho' in the Day-time their Light 
" appears litti'!, yet in the Night, when it is molt pleafant failing 

," in thofe hot Rivers, they are a moil delicious and admirable 
" Sight; for ~hen the Branches of the Trees heing covered with 
" them, look as if they were ret thick with innumerable 
" Lights, which the Reflexion of the Water, efpecially if it 
~~ be calm and [mooth, infinitely multiplieth.-

To 
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To all this may be added, that-various 
Arts are very reafonably fuppofed to have been 
learned from the inferior Creatures, fuch as 
the Ufeof Sails, Oars, and Rudder, the 
Shield, Armour, &c. Nay not Arts only, 
but likewife various Leffons even of Virtue 
and Wifdom are learned from chern, whic'h 
are the natural Confequences of our Domi­
nion over them.-The Advantages of 1n­
duftry from the Bever and the Ant; and the 
Evils 9fSloth from the Animal ofehat Name, 
which is remarkably impoverifhed (fome­
times almofi: to Death) in his flothful Pro­
grefs from one Place of Subfiftence to ano­
ther; the Advantages of Order and Regu­
larity from the Bee. 

THE R. E is fcarce one Animal in the 
World, from which many ufeful Leffons of 
Life ma.y not be learned; nor have the wifeft 
of Mankind been afuamed to teach them,­
the Bleffings of parental Affection from fome, 
and filial Affection from others; - the Ad­
vantages of Peace, and the Evils of Difcord, 
efpecially to Creatures of the fame Species, 
whofe Contentions frequently make them a 
Prey to the common Enemy; - and a 
thoufand others of equal Ufe and W ifdom ; 
bdides an Infinity of Examples, Al1ufions 
Illufirarit)ns, and Images, of no lefs Impor~ 
tanee than Pleafure to the human Mind, in 

a thoufand 
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a thoufand Inftances! In a Word; hence all 
the Wifdom of the Grecian Fables, and 
Egyptian Hierogl y phicks. 

AN 0 THE R. Ufe of Man's Dominion over 
the Creatures, is, that by an exact Enquiry 
into their Natures, he may be enabled to jufti­
fy the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God in their 
Creation. 

IT were undoubtedly a juft Imputation upon 
the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God, to form 
Creatures either for no End, or for Ends un­
worthy of infinite Wifdom and Gaodnefs; 
and therefore the Formation of Creatures 
noxious and ufelefs, hath in all Ages been 
made an Objection, not only to the Attri­
butes, but even to the Exiftence of the Di­
vinity; and nothing hath exercifed the Abi­
lities of the greatefi Men of all Ages more, 
than fuch laborious Refearches into the Ends 
and Ufes of thofe Beings, as might beft evince 
them neither the Work of Chance nor Ma­
lignity. 

THIS hath been accurately and profeffedly 
done, in m~ly Particulars, by many able 
Men, and occafionally by others, (from whom 
the Subftance of this Defence is taken * ) ; 

.if GejrJer, Derham, Nature difplayed, Travels, &c. 

hut 

~ --- _._-
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but for my Part, I am content to view thefe 
Creatures in the Light of God's Minifters 
here on Earth; to be always at hand to 
humble the Vanity and to chaftize the Wick­
edners of his -Creatures" whenever their Sins 
caU down his Wrath and Vengeance upon 
them; to let this Lord of the nether W orId 
fee, that whenever he becomes rebellious to 
his Maker, he can arm the meaneft of his 
own Subjects to chaftize his Infolence; as he 
chaftized (to omit many Inftances in Heathen 
Hiftory) the haughty EgJ'ptiatlS by Lice, \ 
and Flies, and Frogs, and Caterpillars *; the 
Canaanites by the Hornet; and the Ifraelites 
themfelves by fiery Serpents; the difobedient 
Prophet by a Lion; and the impious Parents 
of Bethel, in the DeftruClion of their rude, 
ill-educated and impious Children, by She .. 
Bears. 

BUT if all thefe Advantages were not deri .. 
ved to us from our Right of Rule over the 
Creatures, there is fomething fingularly de .. 
lightful in contemplating the human Domi .. 
nion in this nether Orb, even in the Light 
of its Grandeur, Magnificence, Variety and 
Extent, diftinB: from its Ufes: But above all, 

* . Caterpillars have often been found deftruCl:ive in many 
RegIons ot the Earth; and Naturalifts tell us of one kind of 
them, whofe Sinell is fo offenfive, that no human Creature can 
ibnd befQl'e it. . 

m 
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in contemplating the Wonders oj God in the 
lJeep! to obferve fuch infimte Numbers, 
with fuch infinite Variety of Creatures, in an 
Element fo feemingly adverfe to Life; and 
to fee them fo immenfely prolific, in aRe:" 
gion of Salt and Sand, the livelieft Emblems 
of Harrennefs *,! to obferve their Procre,ation, 
and Increafe (in many Inftances) by Means, 
and in a Method, fo utter! y diffc;rent from 
earthly Animals, and fuch as would exhaufl: 
the Admiration of Ages! and will perhaps 
continue to do fo to all Eternity, under the 
Notice of very fuperior Beings, and under 
the Contemplation of Wifdom infinitely 
tranfcending that of Man. 

I fpeak this with the greateft Deference to 
the Judgment and Authority of my learned 
Adverfary; and if I have the Misfortune to 
err in this Opinion, I have however the Fe­
licity to err, after the Judgment of the wifeft 
Men and greateft Philofophers of all Ages.­
But if on the other Hand, the Dominion of Man 
over the other Creatures, to all the Purpofes 

*' ram fully fatisfied, that there is no Element without its 
proper Inhabitants: The Fire-fly, (which is generated, lives, 
and fubfiits in Fire, and perifhes out of it) aefcribed by feveral 
ancient Naturaliits, and known to them all, and to [orne of the 
Moderns, is to me a full Proof of this Pofition. I recommend 
this Obfervation to the ferious Reflexions of thofe merry Gen~ 
tlemen who ridicule the perpetual Duration of the human Bo­
dies in the Torments of HelJ. 

H above-
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above-mentioned, and to that of Philofophy 
added to the in all, be of no Ufe, then inuft 
it be owned, that ApiciuJ was a much more 
confiderable Man than either P lj,ry or Afiji~tle; 
and that Solomon did, with great Proprtety, 
pronounce his own Wifdom upon this Head, 
ranity and Yexation of Spirit. 

I F the Dominion of Man over the Brute 
W orId, diftinCl: from the Advantage of eating 
them, is found in Fact to anfwer many noble 
and excellent Ufes, now, under all the Com­
plaints of the Difficulty of Science, and Short­
nefs of Life, it is evident, that thefe and 
many other Ufes might be ferved by fuch a 
Dominion in the antediluvian W orId, from 
that Kllowledge ofche Creatures which Adam 
derived from immediate Infpiration, which 
however did not, in all Probability, extend 
to the Ufe either of FOQ~ or Raiment, inaf­
much as neither of thefe were neceifary in the 
paradifaical State. 

I To what Purpofes that Knowledge of 
Adam's ferved beyond common Conveniency, 
we ca~mot fay; but this is obvious, that (fup­
pofing it not perfect) it was eafy to add to it, 
from the continued Experiments of even one 
curious Enquirer, for the Space of 8 or 9 00 

Years together, and much more from the 
united Activity and Curiofity of many fuch, 
for more than 1600 Years. 

THE 
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THE Reader will, I hope, believe by this 
Time, that it was not altogether an unmean­
ing and infignificant Dominion which God 
gave Adam over the Creatures, even fuppo­
fing it not to extend to a Right, or even to 
a Skill of eating them; and if my Adverfary 
Hill continues to think it was, I 1hall only beg 
Leave to put him in Mind, that the Creatures 
in common Ufe for Food are comparatively 
few; and that he, in the Character of a 
Chrifiian, is as much obliged to account for 
the Wifdom and Ufe of Man's Dominion over 
the reft, as I am; and that Man's Dominion 
over the reft might anf wer the fame Ends be­
fore the Flood, which theyanfwer now, and 
it may be more. 

VIII" OT;,.. 
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VIII. 

Objet1ions to my Account of the Grant 
to Noah conjidercd. 

HIS Author next proceeds to con­
fider the Prohibition of Blood in the 
Grant of animal Food to Noah.-

I HAD faid, that one apparent Reafln of 
thiJ Prohibition was, to prevent unnecejfory 
Cruelty in the Uje of the Creatures.-To this 
my learned Adverfary anfwers, - " And 
" was not all this prohibited in the original 
(( Grant given to Adam, tho' not exprefly, 
" yet implicitly, and as fully as if it had 
(' been expreffed? When the great Creator 
" gave a reafonable Creature Dominion over 
" forne of the Works of his Hands, did he 
" not give it them * to make a reafonable 
(( Ufe of them? Was not Mankind obliged 
" to make Ufe of their Reafon then as much 
" they are now? -And was not Cruelty to 
" the Creature, or Luxury in the Ufe of them, 

'*' N. B. The falfe Grammar of thefe Sentences is to be pre­
fU.med 3: Slip of the Prefs. 

" &e. 
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" &c. as much a Crime before the Flood as 
" it has been fince? " 

TH E Reader, I fuppofe, fees, that any 
Command from God to Man in relation to the 
Ufe of the Creatures, mutt, on the Foot of 
this Principle, be ufelefs, inafmuch as he had 
made him a reafonable Creature; and will 
not any other Command to him for any other 
Furpofe, where Reafon can direct, be ufe­
lefs alfo for the fame Reafon? I am far from 
afferting, that my learned Adverfary either 
forefaw or intended this Confequence.-But 
this is undeniable" that it clearl y follows from 
the very Letter of his Pofition. For Infiance ; 
If a Prohibition of Cruelty to the Creatures 
was ufelefs, becaufe Man was made a rea­
fonable Creature, then a Prohibition of 
Cruelty to Man was ufelefs alfo for the fame 
Reafon; nay, in Truth was more ufelefs; 
becaufe Cruelty to Man is more contrary to 
Reafon and Nature than Cruelty to a Brute; 
and therefore the Prohibition of Murder was 
abfolutely needlefs.-And the fame may be 
inferred of every other moral Precept and 
Prohibition throughout the Scriptures: For 
when the great Creator made Man a reafon­
able Creature, and gave him Health, and 
Life, and Strengch, did he not give them to 
him, (to fpeak in the Style of this learned 
Author) to make a reafonable Ufo of them? 
Was not Mankind obliged to make Uje of their 

Reqfon 
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Reafon then, as much as they are now? And was 
not Murder, or any other Violation of any 
moral Precept, as much a Crime in the Eye of 
Reafon before the giving of the Law, or the 
Gofpel, as fince? ..-- And what's the necef­
fary Confequence from hence, but the utter 
Ufe1efnefs both of the Law and Gofpe], with 
regard to Morality! - And is not this the 
Doctrine of the Author of Chriflianity as old 
as the Creation, - and all the other Ad vo­
cates of Infidelity? 

T HIS learned Author was, it feems, de­
termined to confute my Diifertations at any 
rate; but furely it muft be Matter of melan­
choly Reflexion, even to an Adverfary, to 
fee this attempted by an avowed Chrifiian, 
(however undefignedly) at the Expence of 
his Holy Religion! I fhall only add, that 
the fame Reafonings which have proved this 
Argument, not only inconclufive but con­
temptible, in Infidel vVritings, will always 
be fufficient to render it invalid in * this. 

Bu T it feems this Precept to Noah was 
only intended to prevent Craelty to the Crea­
tures while they were alive, t p. 7. this is, 

indeed, 

'" See Leland's An[wer to ChriflianitJ as Old a; the Creation, 
and many others. 

t N. B. The Chinefe and Indians beat all Creatures to Death. 
See .mcimt .Accet~nts of China, p. 3). 

Neith~r 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



of AbJlinence from Blood. 5 ,. 
indeed, a very furprizing Obfervation.­
And can this learned Author really believe 
me guilty of imagining, that the Defign of 
the Precept was, to prevent Cruelty to the 
Creatures when they were dead? This, I 
think, could not be his Meaning, tho' I can­
not take upon me to fay what was; - un­
lefs it :were, that this was the fole Reafon of 
the Prohibition; and in that I differ from him 
for Reafons which I will not repeat, and 
which the Reader may find, if he pleafes, 
in my Differtations (Vol. 2d. p. 10, I I, 12, 

13. Eng. Ed.) and which my Adverfary 
{bould, methinks) in Juftice to his own Can­
dour and Integrity, have produced, even 
tho' they fhould be found (like fome others) 
more entitled to his Contempt than Confuta­
tion. 

Now that this Precept was intended only 
to prevent Cruelty to the Creatures when 
alive, our learned Anthor tells us (ibid.) 
" is evinced from the Permiffion in the 14th 
" of Deuteronomy gi ven to the 'Jews, to fell 
" Creatures which died of themfelves (and 
" ofConfequence had the Blood in them) 
" to an Alien or a Stranger. For although 
" the Alien or Stranger were not of the Stock 

Neither the one nor the other kill their Meat by cutting the 
Throat, as do the Mahometans, but by beating them on the 
Mouth till they die. 

of 
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56 . :JJefo,,?ce of the :Doctrine .. 
" of Abraham, yet they muft be allowed to 
" be the Sons of Noah to whom this Prohi­
" bition was given. So that it is putting 
" the Scriptures in too ludicrous a Light, to 
" fuppofe God Almighty permitting the 
" Jew.! to fell Meat to an Alien, which he 
" had before-hand prohibited the Alien from 
" eating. 

T HAT this Precept was intended only to 
prevent Cruelty to the Creatures when alive, is 
evinced (fays my Adverfary) from the Per­
million in the 14th Chapter of Deuteronomy. 

THE 'Jews were permitted to fell Creatures 
which died of themfe1ves, and confequently 
had the Blood in them, to an Alien. 

THE Alien, tho' Noah's Son, might eat 
them when dead. 

THE REF 0 R E, the Prohibition to Noah 
was only intended to prevent Cruelty to the 
Creatures while they were alive. 

Po S SIB L Y the Reader may fee the Force 
of this Argument: I own, I cannot. 

BUT who told this Gentleman, that the 
Stranger was prohibited by God to eat this 
Flefh, which the Jews were permitted to fell 
him? I am fure I never advanced any fuch 

Propo-
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of AbJlinence from Blood. ,7 
Propofition. - Nor do I know anyone that 
hath.- He is here defeating a Monfter of 
his own making: - And, I own, I am 
aftonifhed to think how any candid and intel­
ligent Man could thus urge and infifi on this 
Objection, without taking the leaft Notice 
of a very plain and clear Anf wer made to it, 
in my Differtations, rol. II. p. 15, 16, and 
again p. 39, 40; the Sum of which is this, 

• '1 the Precept to Noah prohibited the eat-
ing of Blood in the Creature alive, or de .. 
fignedly left in it,-or feparated from it when 
dead; -and the Reafons of this Prohibition 
were, Firft; Becaufe the. Blood was to be 
poured out upon the Altar to make Atone­
ment. Secondly, Becaufe it was the Life; 
- and a religious A bftinence from it was a 
proper Recognition of God, as the Author 
and Giver of Life. ----. Thirdly, To prevent 
Cruelty to the Creatures, and in confequence 
of that, Luxury in the Abufe of them. -­
And, Fourthly, Idolatry; (the Reader may; 
if he thinks fit, fee there Points difcuffed at 
large in my Differtations) but when. the 
'Creature died 0/ iife/(, its Blood coetld neither 
he poured out UPo!) the Altar for Atonement) 
nor abt~d to Idolatry; nor reverenced in Re­
cognition of God's being the Author and the 
Giver of Life; nor JPilt, to preVetJt Cruelty 
1;;) the Ufo of the Creatures; and therefore 
there, foch a jmall Portion of it, as could not 
be [eparated from the Fle/b, 'waJ permitted to. 

1;, 
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j 8 :Defence of the 9)oClrine 
he eaten with it: In effe8 permitted evert to the 
Jew, under a very light Penalty. 

THESE are the very Words of my Differ­
tation, p. 39; - and can. it be imagin~d. af­
ter this, that I believed thls Flelh prohtbtted 
to an Alien, by vertue of the Noaehick Pre­
cept. I believe no Mortal could imagine this, 
unlefs perhaps one who could believe me 
capable of thinking, that this Precept was 
intended to prohibit Cruelty to the Creatures 
after their Death. 

G R 0 cj IU S is of Opinion, that even the 
Alien, who was allowed to eat of Creatures 
that died of themfel yes, was not allowed to 
eat the Blood of thofe Creatures. Nee o~flat 
quod incoltC itJcircttmcijO permittit Lex mor­
tici120 vefl-j, Deut. xiv. 2 I. id enim fieri po­
terat detraClo flnguine, non minus quam in cis 
animalibtts q!ttC viettis Cart/a occidebal1tttr. * 
See his Comment upon Aets xv. and he is of 
Opinion, that all tbe Nations of the World 
obferved this Law before they fell into Ido­
latry. 

* By the Morticina here permitted to the Stranger, Grotir~s 
fee~s to underftand, fuch Creatures as by Wounds, or other 
ACCIdents, bled to Deat!l; or, perhaps, being found in a dying 
WilY. had the Blood dr:uned from them before theY""expired. 

I 'P ASS 
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I PAS S by my learned Adverfary's Re­
marks upon fome of my Reafonings, p. 8. 
nor will I envy him his Complacence in his 
own Performance, nor the Reader any Light 
he may receive from it; - neither fhall I 
make any other Remark on his Reafoning 
p. 9. but to befeech the Reader to reconfider 
that Part of my Differtation to which this is 
fu ppofed an Anf wer, - _and to confuIt the 
beft and moft learned Commentators upon the 
Prohibition to Noah of eating the Blood with 
the Flefh.-

T HIS Author is fo good as to allow, p. 
13. that one Reafon why Blood was prohi­
bited to be eaten, was, becaufe it was ap­
pointed to make Atonement.-.But as for the 
reft of my Reafons, he thinks them too in fig­
nificant to be anfwered.-

I s then the recognizing of God as the 
Author and Giver of Life, a Reafon of no 
Weight? 

GO D (fays the learned CaJmet) rejerved 
to himfllf the Blood of all Sacrifices, {IS abfo­
lute MaJler of Life and Death: And again, 
" God from the beginning forbad the eating 
" either of Blood alone, or of Blood mixed with 
" the FleLh, that. is to fay, Creatures fuffo­
" cated and killed, without draining the Blood 

I .2 " from 
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60 Vefence of the J)QC1rine 
" from them becaufe the Soul of the Crea .. 
ft' ture (i. e: the animal Life) is in, the 
4~ Blood. ---

See Calmet' J DiCl. Art. if Blood. 

" B L 00 D (fays another very learned 
~Triter) " was prohibited, Firft, As not fo 
" wholefome Food. Secondly, Left by 
" being flefhed in Blood, they fbould be ... 
" come bloody ... minded. Thirdly, Blood 
" the Organ of Life is holy to God the Au­
" ~hor of Life. -,-

AND after all this, are we to be f way ed 
by this one Gentleman's Opinion, to believe, 
that God had no other Reafon for this Prohi ... 
bition, but becaufe the Blood was to make 
Atonement? 'Tis ftrange that fo many 
learned Men {hould have thought he had. 

" SIC enim Deus (fays Le Clerc upon 
this Precept) " homines fine immanitate Bruti; 
,~ utendum docuit; 1tam cum tffundi eorum 
~, jemguis nequeat, ji1Je celeri morte, per ex­
" quijita vel uti jitpplida n011 ejfo occidenda 
'" oftendit."--

I T is evident, that this learned Author 
alfo (an~ it were very eafy to count up 
more) thmks, that God intended to prohibit 
Cruelty to the Creatures by this Precept.-

And 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



of J.1.bJlinence from Blood. 6 t 
Ana Cruelty to Brutes he thinks a natural 
Introduaion to Cruelty to Men. 

G R 0 cr IU S alfo and Maimonides tell us, 
there were phyfical Reafons for this Prohibi­
tion. The Words of Grot/us are thefe, in 
his Annot. Aas xv. Et eerte preecepti ilJius 
ficut obflrvatio, non nimiJ flper ftitiofo, eJI. 
facitis, ita cauJte honejlte admodum, nam ft 
quod naturale eJI !peBamuJ, fllent qute tali 
alimento tttuntur gentes 1ferari. 

HE infiances in the Americans; and he 
might have inftanced in the Scythians, and 
many barbarous Man-eating N atiolls, upon 
the Ea ftern Coafis of Alia. 

[See Ancient 1ravels to China.] 

W ILL this learned Author, affert, that 
Blood was not abufed to the Purpofes of Ido­
latry, or that God did not forefee that it 
would? For if he forefaw this, that was 
furely a good Reafon for prohibiting it. 

AND after all, is this learned Gentleman 
fure, that Diet hath no Influence upon our 
Tempers? All that I know, is, that learned 
Men of all Ages have thought it had; and I 
fpoke on their Judgments, not my own; 
nor hath the We1ght of his Judgment yet 
f wayed me in Oppofition to theirs. 
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62. :Defence of the Votlrine 

BUT this learned Author tells us, p. I l. 

that" when Providence is pleafed to give his 
" Reafons (Providence you fee is here, by 
a bold Figure of Speech, made a Perfon) 
" he thinks we ought to be content there­
" with." 

MAY we not then fearch out for fome 
Reafons of a Precept or Prohibition, which 
Providence hath not been pleafed to affign? 
Commentators and Preachers, are, upon this 
Suppofition, a ~ery ufelefs and infignificant 
Sett of Mortals: Where they have often 
been moft honoured, and their Affiftance 
moft fought. - Solomon feems to me to 
have thought otherwife upon this Point; 
he thinks it is the Glory of God to conceal 
a thing, Provo xxv. 1. The Honour and 
l\1ajefty of God may often be concerned in 
giving his Decrees, without affigning any 
Reafon for them. But fhould Men, upon 
a diligent and humble Enquiry, find out 
any Reafons of fuch Decrees worthy the 
Wifdom and Goodnefs of God, ihall thofe 
be rejeCl:ed becaufe not alligned? This Au­
thor may allow himfelf in this Condua: I 
dare not follow his Example. - At leaft I 
am fure I could not rejett the Decree, tho' I 
fuould defpife the Reafons affigned for it; 
tho' the Reafons of any divine Law were too 

hard 
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of Abjlinence from Blood. 63 
hard for me, and I obferved the wife Son of 
Sirach's DireCtion, not to flarch the things 
that are above my Strength, yet iliould I 
add with him, - but what is commanded 
thee, think thereupon with Reverence, Ecclus .. . , , 
Ul. 22. 

IX. Mj 
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64 :Defence of the Volirine 

IX. 

My Adverfary's Argument from the 
Injiitution of the Lord's Supper con .. 
/ide red. 

HIS 1earned Author's next Para .. 
graph brings two heavy Charges 
upon me (both, I hope, unde­
ferved. 

HE hopes I recollecr, (which feemingly 
implies that I had forgot) that the" receiving 
" Bread and Wine was inftituted "by Chrift 
" hi mfelf, in Commemoration of the innu ... 
" merable Benefits which, by his precious 
" Blood-fhedding, he hath obtained to us, 
" &c." 

BUT why fhould this Gentleman think I 
forgot this? Becaufe he tells me, p. 13, that 
I fay, (p. 37.) that - " we have as much 
" Reafon to abftain from Blood now in Com-

" memoratior.r 

3 
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of .llhJIinence [rom Elood. 6 5 
(c mertloration of the Atonement made by 
" the Blood of Chrift for the Sins of the 
" whole World, as it was to abftain from it 
" in view of that Atonement, $reo" 

. T HIS is indeed a very extraordinary Rea~ 
fon for believing, that I forgot the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, inftitu.ted in Memory 
of this Atonement. 

BUT do I really fay fo? Tbis leatned A U"­

thor will) I hope, (befides the Nonfenfe im­
puted to me in this Paragraph) forgive me 
if I think this a very wrong (tho' I am in­
Clined to think it a miftaken) Repre1en­
tation: My Words are thefe, " and furely 
" ~tiJ no more unreajonable (tho' I won't take 

." it upon me to pronounce it firiClly obli .. 
" gatory) to abftain, & c." 

T HIS Author proceeds, p. i 4. " and the 
" Appointment of this Infiicution by onr Sai!!i 
" viour 'JeJitJ Chr~fI, for this very End and 
" Purpoie,_ in Commemoration of himfelf 
" once offered, wherein he made a full; 
(C perfect, and fufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
Go' and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole 
" World, is a ftrong Proof to me, that aI­
H though the Precept given to Noah bad 
" been conceived in as full and ample 
" Tenus, as that whic;h was given after ... 
" wards (0 tb.e 'Je-wi, ye£ its Obligatiotl 

K " wou14 
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66 Vefonce of the 'IJoC1rtne 
" would have ceafed when the Sacrifice and 
" the Oblation ceafed. CeJfcmte ratione, 
'" ceffit lex." 

To this I anfwer, that had the View of 
the Atonement to be made by the Blood of 
Chrift, been the only Reafon of the Abfti­
nence from Blood, enjoined by God, this 
Argument would have fome Appearance of 
Reafon and Proo£ - But that this was not 
the only Reafon of that Abftinence, the 
Reader is by this Time, I hope, fully 
fatisfied. 

BE SID E s, if it had been the only Reafon 
of this Abftinence, the appointing a new 
Memorial of any fignal Mercy from God, 
does not, in my A pprehenfion, abfolutely 
~pd necelfarily abrogate and deftroy the 
O:J.d. 

SUP P 0 S E the Inftitution of the Sacrament 
a new Rule of Action in this Cafe, the plain 
Quefiion is, ¥/hether there be any Tncon­
fifiency between the new Rule and the old; 
for if there be not, I cannot fee why both 
may not fubfift at the fame Time. 

BUT it is urged, p. 14. th~t" all the 
" other Types of our Saviour's coming, or 
." of his Death, vanifhed in their Accom­
"plifhment, and theObligation of obferving 

" them 

Di itized from Best Copy Available 



of Ah{tinence from Blood. 67 
(( them was difannulled in their being fulfit­
" led; how much more then ought this Type 
" to ceafe on the ceafing of the Oblation 
" and Sacrifice? Efpecially when we confi­
" der, that Chrift was pleafed to appoint a 
" new and particular Inftitution in Remem­
" brance of that Sacrifice which he offered 
" for the Sins of Mankind, in his ow~ Per. 
" fon, on the Crofs." -.....-

N ow this Objection, (if I rightly appre,.. 
bend the Meaning of this hard \Y prd (1ifl~~ 
nulled) with great Submiilion, evidently 
confutes itfelf; for if Abftinence from Blood 
bad been enjoyned merely and folely becaufe 
the Blood of the Sacrifice was a Type of the 
Atonement to be made by the Blood of Chrift, 
- then· it would follow, that this Abfti­
nence fhould ceafe from the Moment of our 
Saviour's Paffion, i. e. from the Momen.t 
that the Atonement wa.s made for the Sins of 
the whole W orId. * - Can any thing be 
plainer? And yet were th,e A poftles igllorant 
of this? 

. M os T certainly they were, upon this 
Gentleman's Principles; for Qtb~rwife, i~ 
were impoffible they could act fo abfurdly j) 
as to l"e-enjoin this A bftinence fo many Years 

010 It would alfo follow, that no Blood fuould be abftained 
from but that of the Sacrifice from the very Beginning. 

K 2. after 
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I; S 9Jefence of the ])o{/rine 
after the Reafon of it had entirely ceafed.­
For did not all the 1jpes oj our Saviour's 
Death vanijb in their Accomplifbment? 

THE Confequences from this Condua of 
the Apofiles are dreadful, - and therefore, 
either this learned Author's Opinion is very 
errGneOllS, or the A pofiles could not be what 
they pretended, divinely infpired. . The 
Reader will embrace which Part of this 
Disjunaion he thinks mofi reafonable: Nor 
will my Adverfary get rid of this Difficulty 
by fuppofing the Apofiolick Decree about 
Blood, (:te. directed to the Profelyte Con­
verts only.-However, I fhall now proceed 
to examine the Grounds and Reafons of that 
Opinion. -

B V l' firfi I muil: beg Jeave to thank this 
Gentleman for fome Conceffions previous to 
the Point in debate. . 

Firji, He owns himfe1f to be a Chrifiian, 
p. 12. And, 

Secondly, HE allows this Part of the Scrip­
ture to be genuine, p. 15. 

AND I am the more pleafed with the 
latter, as it ihortens the Difpute between 
us. 
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HE hath indeed made a third Concef­
fion, for which I cannot think myfelf in­
debted. - I " do likewife allow (fays he) 
" that the Pratlice of Abftinence from Blood 
" had a long Continuance in a great Part of 
" the Chriftian Church, and efpecially among 
" the Greeks.-

BUT will this learned Gentleman allow no 
more? Will he not allow, that this Practice 
prevailed for fome Time throughout the 
whole Chriftian Church, and continues to this 
Day in the Greek Church? 'Tis very ftrange, 
that this learned Gentleman, who values him­
felf fo juftly upon his Sincerity, fhould yet 
fcruple to allow what no Man of common 
Learning and Candour will, I believe, ven­
ture to den y. 

I W ILL not infift, that he faw the Confe­
quence which muft follow from this Concef­
fion, made in its full Extent, viz. That it is 
much more probable that he fhould" at this 
Diftance of Time, be miftaken in the Inten­
tion and Extent of the Apoftolick Decree, 
than that the whole Chriftian Church fhould 
be fo miftaken, for the three firft and pureft 
Centuries of the Chriftian ./Era. 

x. r'he 
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x. 
'Ihe principal PoJitions upon which my 

Adver fary grounds his Oppofition to 
me, - in relation to the Apoflolick 
:Decree. 

U T to his Proofs, - That this 
Decree was intended only as a 
Diretl:ion to the 1ewijh Prbfelytes, 
he thinks evident upon the fol-

""'"=~;""""'''-J lowing Principles, and the Infe­
rences that are or may be deduced from them; 
at leafi, as far as I am able to collect from his 
Reafonings upon this Point, with all the At­
tention I am MaHer of. 

Firjl, I N the firft place, he tells us, 
(p. 16.) that Profdytes of the Gate, are, in 
the Language of the New Teftament, fome .. 
times called Gentiles, fometimes Greeks, 
fomctimes WoJjhippers, fometimes devout, 

pious, 
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of Abjlinence from Blood. 7 t 
pious, or prudent Men, and fometimes they 
are denoted by the Appellation of thofe who 
fear God. This Decre~ (fays he) is plainly 
directed to thofe who from among the Gen­
tiles are turned unto God. 

THE natural Inference fro~ thefe Pofitions, 
tho' not urged, is feemingly this, that where­
ever we meet the Words Gentile, Greek, pru­
dent Man, &c. in the New Teftament, we 
are to underfiand by them Prqfelyte.r of 'Ihe 
Gate. 

Secondly, THE firft mention of St. Paul's 
Million to the Gentiles, he tells us, is that, 
.Afts xiii. where he and Barnabas are fepa­
rated for that Work, - p. 17. 

cfhirdly, THAT Sergius Paultts, converted 
in that Progreis, was a Profelyte of the Gate, 
p. 18. 

Fourthly, HE doubts (he fays p. 19') 
whether the Apoftles preached to the idola­
trous Gentiles, before the pailing of the De­
cree, (viz. about Blood, f.§c.) and it i~ 
plain from his whole Reafoning upon this 
Point, that he believes they did not. -

Fifthly, HE thinks, that St. Paul made 
not any Converts from among the idolatrous 

G&ntilf.;, 
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7 1 T1efonce of the 'lJoilrine 
Gentiles, till a Year at leaft after the Decree 
was pait, in his next Apoftolical Journey at 
7'heJ!alonica, p. 19-

Sixthly, HE thinIts it teaf'onable, that as 
the Gofpel of Chrift was firft preached to the: 
Jews, and confined to them, that the firft 
Gentile Converts 1hould be half-'Jcws1 (p. 19.) 
and upon this Principle, I prefume it is, that 
he thinks St. Paul's firft Apoftolick Journey 
was directed to thofe Gentile; who were Pro ... 
felytes of the Gate, p. 19. 

Seven_thly, He thinks, that if this Decree 
had been intended for a Rule to the idola­
trous Gentiles, St. Paul, wh_en he wrote to 
them afterwards upon thofe Heads, would 
certainl y have taken Notice of this DecEee, 
whereas on the contrary he permits them to 
eat all forts of Meats, even Things offered to 
Idols in the Idol .. Te~ples, p. 30. -

Eighthly, A s to the Reafon, why Forni .. 
cation, an Offence againft the Law ofN ature, 
is joined with things in their Nature indiffe­
rent, rn; tells us, he is not certain whether the 
Jews did not think as lightly of this Point 
as the Gentiles, who thought Fornication no 
Crime. - He does not find the Word For­
nication ufed in the Old Teftament but in one 
Chapter of Ezekiel; - and then he thinks it 

rather 
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of Ahflinencc from Blood. '7 J 
rather alludes to Idolatry; -and that which 
makes this Reafoning the ftronger (fays he) 
is, that there is no other Offence againft the 
La w of Nature mentioned in this Decree, 
(p .. ':1 3.) from whtmce "tis evident, that he 
thinks Fornication was not criminal in the 
Judgment of the Jews, nor prohibited in the 
Old Teftament. 

L XI. :theft 
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XI. 

fie[e Eight Pojitions con/idered in 
their Order. 

o W it is my Misfortune to think 
everyone of thefe Pofitions 
(upon which this learned Gen­
tleman grounds his Oppofition 
to me) erroneous; and fome of 

them to fuch a Degree, that I think myfelf 
very unhappy in being forced, even in my 
own Defence, to go about to confute them. 
- However, I muft at all Adventures de­
fend what I apprehend to be Truth.-

FirfJ, AND firft, as to the feveral Appel­
lations by which Profelytes of the Gate are 
difiinguillied in the New Tefiament. 

One of thefe, he tells us, is Greeks, as if 
Greek were but another N arne for Profelyte: 
Whereas, I muft confefs, I never could find it 

once 
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once ufed in that Senfe throughout the whole 
New Teftament. 

THE Helleniji.r, 'OT 1ews of the Difperfion, 
are fometimes render'd Greeks in our Tranf­
lation, as Alls vi. I. - ix. 29. and the 
Word is fometimes taken for the Gentiles at 
large, as Aels xi. ~O. they being fo called by 
the 1ewJ from the Eftabliihment of the 
Greek Empire: It is alfo fo ufed in the 
2 Maccabees iv. 36. and in Joftphus Antiq. 
I. 19. c. 4. c. 6. c.7. fo alfo St. Paul ufes 
the Word, Rom. i. 14. I am Debtor both to 
the Greeks and Barbarians. -So 301fo, v. 16. 
to the Jew and to the Greek; and again, x. 
12. for there is no Difference hetween the Jew 
and the Greek; and again, Galat. iii. ~ 8. 
there is neither Jew nor Greek; again, I Cor. 
i. ~~, ~3. for the Jews require a Sign, and 
the Greeks flek after Wifllom. - Bttt we 
preach Chrijl cruciJi.ed, U1Jto the Jews a 
Stumbling-Block, and to the G];eeks FooliJb­
nefl; - and fo likewife in feveral other 
Places, 'Jew and Greek are but other Words ) 
for 'Jew and Heathen. -- Even the Greeks, 
who are called devout, .Ads xvii. 4. are not 
underftood by Men of Learning to be 
Profelytes, tho' they bid faireft for that Ti­
tle, but the pious' among tf:e YeaJhem at 
large. - Such as are {tiled in the Talmud 
the pio.us among the Gentiles, in the loth 
Chapter of the A{fJ, v. 4. Greeks fignify the 

L 2. native 
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native Inhabitants of Corinth, in Oppolition 
to the 'Jews; and in the fame Senfe at. th.e 
17th Verfe of the fame Chapter, where it IS 

faid, that the Greeks took Softhenes, the Ru­
ler t( the Synagogue, and heat him before the 
Judgment Seat: Thefe were the fame Greeks 
with whom Paul was before faid to have dif. 
puted on the Sabba~h; for that, it feerns, was 
c:ufiomary for the Greeks to do, as Grotius 
obferves. - Now it can ne'er he imagin'd, 
that Jewifb Profelytes would treat a Ruler of 
the Synagogue in fuch a manner. - So that 
thefe were plainly idolatrous Heathen. 

T HIS Gentleman will not, I prefurne, fay, 
that the Greek Woman, out of whofe Daugh .. 
ter our bleffed Saviour caft _a Devil, Mark vii. 
26, z7. was a Profe1yte: The Context plain .. 
ly fuews that fhe was an idolatrous Heathen. 

WI .f.. L he fay, that the Greeks in the 
Text of St. John c. vii. 35. were Profelytes, 
our Tranllators plainly underfiood it other­
wife, and fo do all Commentators whom I 
pav.e confulted. So GrotiuJ underftands it ; 
and the Syriack Verfion renders it the 
~icketl. 0 

N C? It will the more judicious Learned al. 
low him, that even the Greeks, who are faid 
to have come up to worfhip at the Feaft 
(JOhfJ xii, zo.) were either Jews or Profe-

o 0 ~te~ 
J 
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of Abjtinence from Blood. 77 
lytes, but pious Heathens that worfhipped 
one God, * who naturally reforted to this 
Temple; there being no other to which they' 
could refoft without Idolatry. 

AND as 'for the Word Gentile; and Profe­
lytes being fynonymous, the contrary to this 
is fo notorioufly true, that this learned Au­
thor might, with almoft as mnch Appearance 
of Reafon, have affirmed Hebrews and 
Heathens to be fynonymous Terms. 

So utterly groundlefs is this Opinion of 
our learned Author, that Greek, Gentile, and 
Profelyte are fynonymous Terms. - Nor is 
he much happier in fuppofing, that pious, 
devout, prudent, and ProJelyte are Words of 
the fame Signification, as any Man will foon 
fee who confiders the Point, and confults the 
Judgments of the Learned upon it. -

Secondly, A s to the fecond Point, viz. 
our Author's Affertion, that the firft Mention 
of St. Paul's Million to the Gentiles, is that 
Afls xiii. This, in my Opinion, cannot be 
made out in any Senfe; for immediately af. 
ter his Converfion God declares to Ananias, 
that Saul was a chofin Yejfol unto him, to bear 
his Name unto the Gentiles, AUs. ix. 15. 

~ See Grotius upon the Place. 

AND 
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AND that he was atl:ually fent on this 
Errand, at that very Time, appears very 
clearly from his own Account of that Matter 

,in the Prefence of Agrippa, Atl:s xxvi. 15, 
16, 17. And I Jaid, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he flid, I am. Jefus, whom thou perJe­
ctlteft: But rift, and )land upon thy Feet; for 
1 have appeared unto thee for this Purpoft, to 
make thee a Mini/ler and a Witnifs both of 
theft Things wbich thou hqft ften, and of thofl 
7'hings il) the which I will appear unto thee; 
delivering thee from tbe People, and from the 
Gentiles, unto whom now I fend thee. -
And we learn from his own Account of him .. 
felf, Gal. L 16, 17. that immediately after 
his Converfion he went into Arabia, the 
!fbmaelites being, perhaps, in the Order of 
Providence, next to be regarded after the 
Jews. 

THE candid Reader will judge from 
hence how juft that Affertion of my learned 
Adverfary, is, p. 19. that it was ten Tears 
after St. Paul's Conver(iolZ before he received 
his M1fion to the Gentiles. 

~ G A IN, it appears, that upon his :lirft 
Arn val at 1ert{alem, fome Years afcer his 
Converfio?, whilft he prayed in the Temple, 
and was In a Trance, God faid unto him, 
Depart, (i. e. from Jerryalem) for I will jhN) 

thee 
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of Abjlinence from Blood. 79 
thee far hence unto the Gentiles, AEls xxii. 
ZI. This I take to be indifputably his fe­
cond Million to the Gentiles; at leaft fiye 
Years before that mentioned Alls xiii. -
which was his third Million. 

NOR is it any Objeaion to this 'Opinion" 
that he and Barnabas were now feparated in 
a [olemn manner for that Work; for where 
is the Abfurdity of fuppofing a folemn and 
devout Preparation precedent to every parti­
cular Million? 

HIS third Million is, by the Miniftry of 
the Church, direaed by the Holy Ghoft, 
and there a folemn Preparation was pro­
per, and perhaps neceffary, not only for 
their Direction and Edification, but alfo for 
the DireEl::ion of the Church in future Ages. 
- His lirft and fecond Millions were by the 
immediate Command of God; - and what 
Preparations preceded them, I take it for 
granted, were not neceffary to be known, 
becaufe not told. 

BUT our learned Author will, perhaps, 
tell us, that by Gentiles, in all thefe Places, 
are meant, 'Jewij'b Profe1ytes.-If he fhould 
think fit to affert this, that Point, 1hall, by 
God's Bleffing, be more fully confidered un­
der the 5th and 6th Heads, on which I have 
the Misfortune to differ from him. -

:thirdly, 
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·:thirdly, I P R oc E ED now to confider the 
thh1d, viz. Whether 8ergius Paulus, Procm']­
ful, or rather Propraetor, of Cyprus, was a 
:JewiJb Profelyte of the Gate. 

OUR learned· Author fays he was, and this 
heteHs us " appears from his Intimacy with 
" .Barjefus t-he 1ew, and his calling for Bar­
"nabas and Saul, and defiring to hear the 
" Word of God, fince it is plain that he mU'fl: 
" believe in God, before he would defire to 
" hear the Word of God." - p. 18. 

IjI. 0 U R learned Author believes he was 
a Profelyte from his Intimacy with a Jew. 
Muft everyone then who had anciently any 
Intimacy with a Jew be concluded a Profe­
lyte? This indeed is a ftrange lnfinuation ! 
if this learned Author thinks, that Barjejits 
being a Jew would not converfc with Sergius 
Paulus, unlefs he were a Profelyte, I fhould 
be glad to learn of him, why St. Peter made 
any Difficulty of converfing with Cornelius, 
who, upon his Suppofition, was a Profelyte? 
'Tis evident, that if Sergitls Paulus was a 
Profelyte, becaufe a 1ewconverfed with him, 
Cornelitts was not a Profelyte, becaufe a Jew 
would not converfe with him till commanded 
by God. --= 

BUT 

3 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



of AbJlinence from Blood. 8 I 
BUT this Author hath another Proof of 

Sergitls~s being a Profe1yte, and that is, be­
catife he believed in God. - Were Cicero and 
Socrates Profelytes for that Reafon? Our Au­
thor feerns to me to have intimated to us 
before, that where-ever we meet the 
Words, Greek, Gentile, devout, prudent, &c. 
throughout the IN ew Tefiament, we are to 
underfiand by them, Profelytes of the Gate; 
and now it feems, where-ever we hear of one 
who believes in God; he a1fo muft be a 
Profelyte; who then are they whom we are 
not to believe Profelytes? None that I can 
conceive but Jews and Atheifts: For every 
other Denomination of Mankind muft of Ne­
ceffity fall under fome one or other of the 
CharaCters above-mentioried. 

BUT after all, was this fame Barjefos 
really a Jew? St. Paul exprefly tells us, that 
he is not a Jew, who i.s a Jew outwardly. 
That Elymas was a Jew by ExtraCtion, I 
grant; but, with great Submiffion, there is 
Reafon to believe, that he was no Jew by 
Religion; for the Text tells us, he was a 
fo!fe Prophet and a Sorcerer, two Characters 
lItterl y inconfifient with any true Belief in 
the 'Jewi/b Religion, - which exprefly and 
repeatedly prohibited all Arts of Magick as 
Abominations to God.* Su C H 

.. Thus Levit. xix. 3 I. RE-Jard not them that have fllmiliar 
Spirits, neither ftek ".ft,1' Wiz.Il1'ds to /;e defiled hy them; I am the 
Lord ygu1' Ggd. 

M ~gain, 
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Sue H a one, whom St. Paul, to crown his 
(;haraCl:er, ~alls a Child of the Devil, and 
!J.nemy of all Righteottfoifs, was doubtlefg ~ 
very proper Perf on to make Converts co th~ 
V\7orfhip of ~h~ true God. 

BUT if EtymaJ was a believing Jeu:, and 
$ergiuJ ~atttUJ a Profelyte, becaufc; he con­
yerfed with him, (for we know no more of 
his Intimacy than this) tnef1 muft we believe, 
that czttttJ and r dft'./ian were alfo Profe1ytes, 
pecaufe Jejephtts converfed with them; and 
yet I don't find, that apy of the Critick$ Of 

Again, Levit. xx. 6. And the Soul that turneth after (uch a~ 
pave familiar Spirits, and after Wiz.ards, to go a whoring after 
them, I will even Jet my Face againft that Soul, and will cut 
~im off from ampng his People • 
. "If Sergius Paulus had known this Penalty, :lnd had any F~ith 
in the Old Telrament, in all Probability he would have kept 
BarjeJus at a greater Difl:ance. 

Again, Levit. xx. 17. A Mart alJo or a WToman tkat hath 4 
fam~liar Spirit, or that is a Wiurd, fl;aUlurely be put to Death; 
~hey fhall fone thf!m with Stones, their Blood jlJall be upon them, 

And again, Deut. xviii. 10, 1 I, 11. There fhall not be foun4 
flmong you, any om that maketh hi! Son or his Daughter to paft 
t,hro' th~ Fire, - or that ufoth Divination, or an Qbjerver of Times. 
l;r an Enchanter. or II {Fitch, 

Or a i;:harmer, 01' a Conflllter with familiar Spirits, or a Whartl. 
~r II Ne,romanrer; 

For all who tlo thefe TUn$J a/'e an Abomination to the Lord, 
If BarjeJus h3d been a believing Jew, could he have allowed 

~im!clf III there evil Arts? Or, if this falfe Prophet had be­
heved the true ~rophers, he furely could not have defpifed that 
areadtul1hreat I~ the 3d Chapter of Malachi, v. S. I will be 4 
1fzft Wttlll:f.s ag'miff the Sorcerer!. Occ, 
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of AbpinencfJ from Blood. 
Commentators, or even any of the 
themfelves, have made this Inference:, 
ever it might flatter their Vanity. 

8~ 
Jewi 
how-

Fourthly, THE fourth Point in COlltefi: be­
twixt me and this Author, is, Whether the 
Apofiles preached to the idolatrous Heathens, 
as he calls them (but, as I apprehend, they 
ought to be called non-profelyted * Heathens) 
before [he Decree at Jerufldem, he thinks 
they did nor, and I think they did, for the 
following Reafons. 

) 

I. B E ~ A USE the A poftolick Decte'e was, 
as I apprehend, directed to them. 

I T AK E it for granted, that this Decre'e 
was made in Conformity to the Will of God 
declared by St. James, in the Introd uction to it; 
and that evidently refpeaed the whole Gentile 
World (At1sxv. 14, 15, 16,17,18,19') 
Simeon hath declared (fays St. James) how 
God at the firft did vijit the Ge11tiles to take 
out of thellJ a People for his Name. And td 
this agrie the Words of the Prophets, as it is 
written, After ihis I will returI'J, and will 
huild again the '/abernacle of David, which is 
fallen down: And J will build again the Ruil1i 

'*' Non-profelyted I think the prop:ret Term, inafmuch as I 
can by no Means hing myfclf to believe, that all Heathens, who 
were not profelytc"s, Wtre Idolaters. 

IvI 1 thereof i. 
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84 IDcfcnce of the lJoflrine 
thereof; and 1 will jet it up, that the Rpdue, 
of Men might flek alter the Lord, al1d all 
the Gentiles upon whom my Name is c~lled, 
faith the Lord, who doeth all theje Things. 
Known unto God are all his Works, from the 
Beginning of the fForld. Wherefore my Se,l­
tence is, &c. 

Now if this Decree was made in Confor-, 
mity to the Will of God, here declared, and 
t~e Apoftle plainly grounds his Sentenc~ 
upon it, and upon this Sentence the Decree 
was founded, then is it undeniable, that this 
Decree was intended as a Direction to all the 
Heathen, who were or lhould become Con­
verts to the ChrilJian Religion, to the End of 
the World • 

.2. BEe A USE there was no fuch thing as 
a Frofel yte of the Gate, properly f peaking, 
among the Jews, from the Ti~e of the Ea­
bylonifb Captivity. - All Forms of Admif~ 
fion into that Order, ceafed from amongft 
them, from the Time that they themfelves, 
ceafed to be a free People; (See Selden de 
jure Nat. et Gent. &c. I. 2. C. 3. p. 187, 
188.) and all Heathens who worfhipped the 
one true God~ were freely permitted to dwell 
amongft them, without any Form of Ad­
million into any ProfelytHin of any kind; and 
fuch was, as both Selden and Grotius agree, 
Cornelius the, Centurion, All s x. 

I How-
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How EVE R, fince thefe Men may in fome 
fort be confidered as Profelytes of the Gate, 
becaufe they believed in one God, and re­
nounced Idolatry, as the Profelytes of the 
Gate did; let us for once fu ppofe them fuch : 
Suppofe CtJrneliuJ" and all his Houfe, Profe-

·lytes, (and the rather, becaufe he feems to 
have obferved the flated Hours of Prayer in 
Vfe with the Jews) mufi we likewife fup­
pofe all his Kinfmen and near Friends to have 
been :rrofe1ytes? The Text fays, that Peter 
flf,ma ma.ny with him. He was a Heathen, 
Cteforca was inhabited partly by Heathens, 
and partly by Je~s, it is not to be doubted 
but his Friends and Kindred were Heathen; 
there is not the leafl Colour of Reafon to be­
lieve they were Profelytes; and yet as little 
is it to be doubted, that they were all made 
Converts. 

HER E is a particular Account of the Ser­
mon preached to them on this Occafion; and 
doubtlefs a very proper Sermon it was to mere 
Heathens, who, from their Situation and 
Circumflances could not fail to have heard 
both of the Jewifb Prophets, of JeJus, his 
Miracles, and his RefurreCl:ion. 

BE SID E S a11 this, I think it probablo 
from St. Peter's Apology, that neither Cor­
neliuJ, nor any of his Friends were Profe­

lytes, 
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86 TJefente of the Votlrine 
lytes, - Ie know (fays the Apoftle) how 
that it is unlawful for a Man that is a Jew 
to keep Company, or come tento one of another 
NatiolJ. - Is it to be imagined, that the 
Jews were prohibited all kind of Commerce 
with their Profelytes who dwelt amortgft 
them? a Profdyte of the Gate was admitted 
into their Synagogues: Could a greater Pri­
vilege be granted, and a lefs denied them? 
Befides,-

W E learn from the next Chapter, that the 
Apoftles were offended at St. Peter's ConduCl: 
in this Point; and we fee the Subftance of his 
Apology, is, that God had now taken away 
all DiftinCl:ion between Jew and Gentile; 
- upon which the Apoftles held their 
Peace, and gloriji~d God, flying, cLhen hath 
God alJo to the Gentiles granted Repentance 
Ultto Life, Acts xi. I S. Could all this Si· 
lence, Surprize, and glorifying of God, arife 
merely from the Converfion of two or three 
Proiel ytes ? 

AND yet lefs Reafon is there to believC't 
that the great Number of Grecians, that is, 
Heathens, faid to be converted at Antioch in 
the fame Chapter (Atl; xi. :20, ZI.) were 
only Profelytes; - or that the Preaching of 
Paul and Barnabas there for a whole Year 
together upon this Encouragement (i. e. be­
caufe of the Converfion of the Gentiles) was 

confined 
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confined to them; - the City was Heathen, 
it was large and populous, much People were 
taught there, v. 26. Muft we of Neceffity 
believe, that all thefe were either 'Jews or 
Profelytes? All Men have not the fame Mea­
fure of Belief; I own this exceeds mine. -
But I haften to the TranfaCl:ioQ at A11tioch in 
Pijidia; in my Account of which I have had 
the Misfortune to give this learned Author 
fuch great Offence. 

My Account of this Matter the Reader 
may, ifhe pleafes, fee in my fecond Differ­
tation, p. 45, t1 c. where, I bope, I have 
not given the leaR: Ground to anyone to 
imagine (however this learned Gentleman 
came to think fo) that the Gentiles, to whom 
St. P~tJI addreffed himfelf on the :firft Sab­
bath, and who defired co hear him again on 
the next, were idolatrous Gentiles: 
Nothing could be more remote from my 
Thoughts than fuch a Suppofition.- The 
Difficulty with me was, how thofe Numbers 
who came together on the next Sabbath, and 
are fiiled in the Text, the Multitudes, and 
almojl the whole City, could all be imagined 
to be Profelytes: Nor is this Difficulty any 
way abated by my Adverfary's Comment 
upon thafe Expreffions; he is pleafed to tell 
me, that by the Expreffion of almoft the 
whole City, is meant no more than a great 
Multitud~; I am fur~ this learned Author 

could 
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could not imagine, that by the Expreffion of 
almofi tht whole City's coming together, I 
could underftand the literal crowding of the 
Houfes to--hear the .{\.pofile. 

I N E V' E R apprehended, that more was 
meant by thofe Words than a great Multi­
tude; but then I apprehend, that this Multi­
tude was great, in Proportion to the Gteat­
nefs of the City; and that it was a Multi­
tude made up of almoft all the Inhabitants of 
the City; (fof fo the Text fully warrants 
me to believe) and thefe, in my humble 
Opinion, tan, with no Appearance of Rea­
fon, be prefumed to have been all Profelytes. 

B U l' the Sermon which St. Paul preached 
on this Occafion, was not proper fot the 
Converfiqn of Heathens; and he ~as defired 
to preach the fame Sermon agam the next 
Sabbath, p~ ~O. -

1 ALL 0 W he was defired to preach the 
, fame Sermon the next Sabbath, but does 

it follow that he did fo; is it to be 
doubted whether St. Paul had Wifdom 
enough to vary his Difcourfe as Occauon re­
quired, and accommodate it to his Audience? 
And was the Audience the fame on the fecond 
Sabbath? There is juft as much Reafon to 
believe, that his Difcourfc was the fame, as 
that the Audience was. 

BUT 
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BUT if our Author fiill infifis, that all this 
mighty Multitude were Prbfelytes, I defire 
to know 'Of him from whence the Envy of 
the Jews on this Occafion could arife : ......;;. 
The Text tells us, that when the Jews jaw 

\ the Multitudes, they were jilled with Envy, v. 
45. did they envy that their own Profelytes 
1hould be preached to? Were they not 
preached to from the very fir,fi? Had not 
the Apoftles pfeached to them on the pre~ 
ceding- Sabbath? Did they then ihew any 
Signs of Envy? None that we are told of; 
What then could create their Envy now? 
Why plainly this, that the Heathens at large, 
whom they regarded as vile and defpicable, 
1hould~ in this new Difpenfation; be placed 
upon an equal Foot with themfelves, whom 
they confidered as the Eleel: and the Children 
of God,-hinc illce 1achrymce ; - and I be­
lieve our learned Author will find it hard to 
affign any other Reafon of this Envy, con<1S 
flftent with common Senfe.* 

I HAD obferved in my Differtations, p. 
46, 47. that when the 'Jews contradicted and 
blafphemed, the A poftles turned from them 
to the Gentiles; and when they had once 

'* St. paul himfdf; I apprehend, fulIy juftines me in. this 
Opinion, I ThejJal. ii. 16. where, among Qther ComplaintS 
he brings againfl the Jews, he mer1tions this as one, ~ 

. I!r~iJJing us t() !peak t9 the Gentiles that th~ might be ft;f.'tI;tf. _ 
, N appl1ed. 
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applied themfelves to the Gentiles, in Con­
tradiftincHon to the 1ews, I thought it very 
improbable, that the 'Jews fhould after 
this admit them to preach in their Syna­
gogues; and befides all this, when the Text 
told me, 'that the Word of the Lord was pub-­
lifbed throughout all the Region, I thought I 
had Reafon to believe, that the preaching of 
it was not confined to the Synagogue$, or 
even to the City. 

To this my learned Adverfary objects, 
(p. 22.) that" the Original Word, which 
" is here tranflated pttblijbed, is the fame 
" with that made ufe of by St. Mark, where 
" he fays, xi. 16. that JeJitJ would not fuf­
" fer that any Man fhould carry a Ve:ffel 
" thra' the Temple:" And what's the Infe­
rence from thence, unlefs it be, that the 
Word of the Lord was, in this Gentleman's 
Judgment, carried throughout all the Region 
on this Occafion, as Ve:ffels were carried thro' 
the Temple? Might not the fame Word have 
one Senfe when applied to a Ve:ffel, and 
another when applied to the Word of the 
Lord? For my Part, I am content to under­
:frand the Word here as every Body elfe un­
derftands it, * tho' without the Cenfure of my 
Adverfary's Refinement. _ 

*' In Pi-iidia diu pr£dicant (fays Pearfon in his Annales Paulini, 
p. 7.) pr.iferti,!", Antiochix, donee 'Verbum Dei dtTemil1aretur per 
tlm'Veljam regzollem, Ach xiii. +9. . 

BUT 
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BUT it feems, if I had allowed myfelf Pa­

tience to read one Verfe further in this Chap­
ter, I would have found it faid, that the 
Jews jlirred up the devout and honourable Wo­
men, and chief Men of the City, and raifld 
Perflcution againjl Paul and Barnabas, and 
expelled them out oj their CoqJls, - p. 22. 

AND could this learned Gentleman real1y 
think, that I wrote my Differtations without 
reading this Verfe? I beg leave to affure 
h~m, that I did read it, and attended to it; 
but I own, that all I could learn from it, was, 
that the Apoftles were not expelled 'till the 
Word of the Lord was publijbed throughout the 
whole Region; and that this was the very 
Reafon of their Expulfion; and if this was 
not the Reafon of their Expulfion, I fhould 
be very glad this le'arned Author would be 
fo good as to tell me what was. - . 

BUT befides all this, it feerns, I miftook 
this Antioch in PiJidia, which I call a great 
City, for another Antioch in Crxlofjria, (Poft­
fcript, p. I.) otherwife I fhould not have 
called this Antioch a great City, for which 
my learned Adverfary cannot find that I 
have any Authority in Hiftory. -

HIS not finding that I had any Authority 
for this Epithet, is, I own, at firft Sight, a 
ftrong Prefumption, that I was miftaken; but 

N 2 IS, 
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i~, i~ Truth, only a Proof, that he gave 
himfe1f little Trouble to enquire about it: 
For'9tl1erwife, 'tbis learned Author. might 
v.ery eafiJy have found, that .Antio~h In Piji­
dia was tpe Metropolis pf a very ric~ and po­
pulous Pr~vince of ./ljia, at the Tlm~ when 
t~~ Cit.ies of Ajia were very rich ~nd popu­
lous, and ample (that is, at the Time of the 
Apoftles preaching in them); he might alfo 
haveJound, that in th~s City \yat) 'l ve'{y fa­
mous Heathen Terpple, with a very nume­
IOUS Priefthoqd to atteQd it; he might 31fo 
have founel, that the Mu#itudes mentioned'in 
the Text, plainly imply it to have been very 
populous; ,and were not all thefe Confidera ... 
~ions fufIicient Reafons (or fuppofing this a 
great City? 

~ u p l' 0 S E th~re was another City of the 
fame Name greate~, does it follow, that this 
~as not great?' ~ , 

'. 
SUP PO S E the City of Worce(l.er were cal­

l,ed London upon Severn, might I not' with, 
Truth 'ftile this a great ,or an ample City, 
~ho' Lond01z ujJon q'hame.s be greater., . , 

. " , 

AND after alJ, if I had meant Antioch i.n 
8yr!a, my Adverfary muft own, that my 
Eplthets were not 'fuch as they fhould be; 
fince inftead of ~iling that City great and 
anJjJle, I 1hould, 111 common Juftice ~o my 

Argu-
, . 
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Argument, have fiiled it magnificent, van, 
or immenfe, or all thefe together! 

T 0 what hath already been faid in rela­
tion to this City, I beg Leave to add, that 
the great Heathen Temple in it, is a new 
Reafon to believe, that the A poftles preached 
to the idolatrous Heathen in that City. 

G R 0 :t IU S in his Comment on this 
Chapter, hints it as ,a Reafon (in the prece­
dent Verfe) why the A poftles went to Perga, 
that there was a famous Temple dedicated to 
Diana. * Ita uhitjue manum cum idoljJ confl­
,ehant Apojloli; (thus the Apofiles every 
where grappled with Idols) fays this learned 
Writer: And was not this as good a Reafon 
for going to Antioch as to Perga? And I 
fhould be glad to know how· the A poftles 
contended with Idols, otherwife than by 
preaching.againH: Idolatry. -- To whom do 
Phyficians prefcrihe, to them that are whole, 
or to them t~at are jick? 

I HA D the Misfortune to give great Of­
fence to this learned Author by a Paragraph 
in my Differtations, p. 46, in the following 
~ords, " Now this TranfaCl:ion at Antioch 

... And doubtlefs the Reafolt why he did not make the fame 
Reflexion with regard to this City of Antioch, was, becaufe It 
wa~ ncedlefs to rcrcat it. 

~' happened 
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" happened feven Years before the Decree 
" againft Blood and Things ftrangled was 
" paffed by the Apofl:les at Jcrufolem; c~n 
" any Man in hisSenfes doubt after thIs, 
" whether the Apoil:les preached to the 
" Gentiles before the pailing" of that De­
" cree?" 

To which this learned Author was pIeafed 
to anfwer, with a very calm Contempt, (p.19.) 
" if by the Gentiles, our Author means ida­
(;' latrous Gentiles, I muft inform him, that 
'~, there is a Perfon who imagines himfelf in 
" his Senfes, that not only doubts whether 
" the Apoftles preached to the idolatrous 
" Gentiles before the pailing of the Decree; 
" but apprehends he has very good Reafons 
" to believe, that St. Paul never made any 
" Converts from among the idolatrous Gen­
" tiles till a Year at leaft after the Decree was 
" pall, in his next Apoil:olick Journey at 
" Thdfolonica." . 

THE Reader will eafily apprehend, that I 
had no Intention to provoke this learned 
Gentleman by that unlucky Queil:ion. -
I never had the leaH doubt of his being in 
his Senfes; but this I muil: beg Leave to fay, 
that for the Honour of his own U nderfrand­
ing, I hope he is not frill of the fame 
Opinion.-

Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, WHETHER St. Paul made no 
Converts from among the idolatrous Gentiles 
till the Time now mentioned by our learned 
Author, comes next to be confider'd. 

T HAT St. 'Paul had three Millions to the 
Gentiles before the Decree at Jerufllem, is 
now, I hope, paft all doubt to the candid 
Reader. And that he fhould be three Times 
folemnly appointed to that Work by the im­
mediate DireCtion of Almighty God, to no 
Purpofe, is fure1y as fhocking a Suppofition, 
as ever entered even into an infidel Heart! 
unlefs we fuppofe, that by Gentiles, every 
where in the New Teftament, is meant no­
thing but Profelytes, which is an Abfurdity 
too glaring and too grofs to be confuted; at 
Ie aft, if our learned Author be right in this 
Opinion, then I will venture to fay, that the 
Apoftles made a moft abfurd and fhocking 
Application of a Prophefy in !foiah, Acts 
xiii. 47. when turning from the 'Jews to the 
Gentiles, they tell them, - for fo hath the 
Lord commanded us, flying, 1 have Jet thee to 
be a Light of the Gentiles, that thou fhouldfl 
he for Salvation unto the EJJds of 'he Earth. 
Can any thing lefs be meant by thefe Ex­
preffions than the Gentiles over the Face of 
the whole Eartll? And do not the Apofiles 
now profefs to act inConformity to this 
Command? And how did they act in Con-

formity 
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formity to it, if they confined their Preaching 
to a few Profel ytes, ' fcattered thro' the 
Jewifb Synagogues? 

AND" what. was theConfequence of this 
Apoftolick Declaration? When the Gentiles 
heard thiJ, 'tEey were glad; a/id glorified the 
Word of the Lord, and as many as were or­
dained to eternal Life believed, v. 48• 

I A M unwilling to offend my learned Ad .. 
verfary a fecond Time; but in Prefumption, 
that a Truth, attended with fo much E vi­
dence, will not again ,provoke him, I will 
once more venture to declare myfelf well 
convinced, and, I hope, the Reader will 
quickly be fo, that this Tranfatl:ion at An­
tioch happened feven Years before the De .. 
cree againft Blood and Things frrangled was 
paffed by the Apoftles at JeruJalem; but 
however that may be, I will frill hope, that· 
no Man in his Senfes, will, when he hath· 
read this Defence, any longer doubt whe­
th.er the Apofiles preached to the Gentiles at 
large before the palling of that Decree? 1hat 
no Mal] ill his 8en/eJ will frill infifi, that St. ' 
PattI made no Converts from among the 
Gentiles at large till a Year after the pailing 
this Decree? 

A G A IN, we find from the firfl: Verfe of 
the next Chapter, that a great Multitude of· 

Greeks 
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Greeks were converted at /conium, A& 
xiv. I. and that by Greeks are always meant 
Gentiles at large, throughout the New Tefia­
ment, i have already fhewn. I have alfo be .. 
fore obferved to you, that the Greeks had 
their Meetings and Difputations on the Sab .. 
bath as well as the Jew;, and if they had a 
Mind to have thefe Meetings and Difputa ... 
tions with the Jews in their Synagogues, is 
it to be imagined, that the 'Jews fhould dare 
to refuie them Admittance where they were 
i? Subjection? The Text tells us; that 
they (the A pofHes) went into the Synagogue 
of the Jews, and.fO JPake, that a great Multi­
tude oj the Jews, and a!fO rf the Greeks, be­
lieved: From whence I think it credible, 
that the naturalCuriofity of the Greeks dre\,{" 
them in great Crowds to the Je'l.uiJb Syna­
gogue (as Chrifiians occafionally refort to 
them now) to l.J.ear the Apoftles, whofe Fame 
was by this time fully [pread all over Aja; 
- and that the Confequence of that Con­
com"ie was the Converfion of a great Maltittide 
of them, which I humbly appre~end could not 
.with Truth be faid of the Profel ytes of any 
one Synagogue, in anyone Heathen City of 
AJia. -

B E SID E S, we hnd, that ort the Conteft 
which enfued, the Mtdtitude()f the City was 
divided, and Part held with the Jews, and Part 
with the Apc:fttes: ~Tis certainly moil ere-

() dible, 
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dible, that the Profelytes (if there were any) 
were of the Part which held with the 'Jews, 
and confequemly, that thofe which held with 
the Apoftles were the Heathen non-profe­
lyted Converts; at leaft 'ris probable, that 
the Profelytes took fome one Side in this 
Conteft, and then their Antagonifts muft be 
Heathens at large, unlefs our learned Author 
will rather fuppofe, that [he Multitude of 
this City alfo, as well as that of Antioch, 
confified wholly of Profelytes. 

BUT what puts this Matter beyond all 
Controverfy, is, the Account we have in this 
fame Chapter (At!s xiv.) of the Tranfadions 
at Ly ftra and Derhe: The Text tells us ex­
prdly, that they (the Apofiles) preached the 
GoJPet there. 

AND that there was no Synagogue in thofe 
Cities, or in the Region round about, I think 
is evident, becaufe we hear of none; where­
as we always hear of the Apofiles beginning 
their Teaching in the Synagogues where­
ever there were any; - nor in all Proha ... 
bility was there fo much as one Jew in either 
of thofe Cities, J. Becaufe we hear of none; 

, and:2. Becaufe the Perfecution raifed againft 
the ApoHles was raifed by 'Jews from 
Iconium and Antioch, v. 19. who are not faid 
to have excited the Jews of the Place againft 
Paul and Barnabas, but to have pcrfoaded the 

People; 
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People; and when they had done fo, floned 
Pattl, and drew him out of the City, fuppo­
fing him dead. 

W H E THE R the A poUles made any Con­
verts by their preaching throughout thefe 
Cities, and the Region round about, is not 
exprefly faid on this Occafion; but fure1y, 
if we had no Information upon this Point, 
we could not but think it exceedingly probable 
that they did, by there continuing there till 
they were forced away, whereas they were 
exprefly commanded by our Saviour to de­
part from all Places where they were not re­
ceived; that is, where their Doctrine was 
not: - Befides the great Improbability of 
their preaching fo long a Time without any 
Effect 

BUT that they did make Converts here, 
at this Time, is, I think, put out of all 
Doubt, by a fubfequent Paffage in the fame 
Chapter, .Atlj xiv. 20, 2 I. where we find, 
that-when Paul returned to Lyjira from Derhe 
(where he preached the Gofpel a fecond 
Time) he cOl:firmed the Souls of the DiJ:" 
ciples, &c. 

_, THE Relation frands thus; when Paul 
was floned at Lyftra, he and BarnahaJ de­
parted the next Day to Derhe; and when they 
had preached the GofPel to that City) and 

o ~ had 
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had talight many, they returned again to 
Lyftra, atld to Iconium, and Antioch, C011-

jrming the Souls of the Difciples, . and ex ... 
horting them to continue in the Fatth, &c. 
Can any Man doubt afcer ~his, whether the 
ApQftlcs preached and made Copv~rt~ in eacq 
of thefe Cities? 

AND we find, befides aU this, that there 
was at leaft one "Man of St. Pa~rs 4udience~ 
at his firft preaching there, who had Faith: 
The C~ipple had Faith enollgh to be healed2 

and, I thin,f<, we cannot reafonably doubt, 
that he had Faith enough to becQme a Con­
vert. - The fame Heathens who heard St. 

" " 

Paul pr~ach, faw him work this Miracle i 
the Miracle made them condude him a God, 
and his Eloquence made them conclude hi~ 
~he God of Eloquence : The Heathen Mytho­
logy made Mercury an Atten~ant upon '][t­
piter; immediately Barnabas is called Jttpiter l 

and Patti, Mercurius, the Priefts are fum­
rnone~, and Sacrifices ?repared. 

OUR learned Author will, I hope,. own, 
th~t ~hefe, a~ l~aft~ were idolatrous Jieathens. 
And 1f he wIll not allow, that one Cripple 
was made a Convert on this Occafion; yet" I 
believe, he will n9t deny, that oth~rs we:e; 

th~t thofe Difciples, whofe Souls the 
Apoftles ~etllrned ~o confirm, were Con verts. 

, • " • .. I '. , • ~ 

AND 
" . 
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AND indeed I am aftonillied how any 
Man of Candour and good Senfe could read 
this Traniatlion at Lyjlra, and yet doubt 
whether {In y of the idplatrous Heathen were 
pr.eached to by the A poftles before th~ De­
cree at lerufllem. 

AF T ~ R this we are told, that as Paul and 
.Barnaba! returned to 'Jerufalem, they P'!.lft" 
tbro~ Phcenice and Samaria, declaring the Con­
verjion oj the Gentiles; and that this Dec1ara .. 
tion caufld great JOY in all the Brethren, 
Ails xv. 3, And that when they carne to 
1erzyalem, they again declared the fame to 
theChurch.-Afte~ this, Peter, on Occafion 
of the Difputc; which ~nfued foon after, rofe up 
3rpd faid, Men and Bretben, ye know how that 
a good while ago God made Choice among us, 
that the Gentiles hy my Mout.h foould hear the 
Word if the GoJPel and heljev~, - and put 
no D#lfiret!~e he tween us and them, &c. Af­
ter thi~ we are told, that the Multitude kept 
Silence, and gave Audience to Barnabas amJ 
Pa!!i, declaring what Miracles and Wonders 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 

AND after ali, - was all this Joy, all 
thefe Declarations, all thefe Miracles and 
Wonders for nothing more than the Conver~ 
fion of a few Profelytes? What ftrange Ideas 
l1luft ~ny Man, who ~an b~lic;ve this, ente:-

ta,m 
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tain of the Apoftles? I had aIm oft faid, of 
the Wifdom and Power of God in their Mif­
fion and Miracles! 

BE SID i S all this, that the Gaoler at 
Phi'lipPi, and his Houfhold, were of the 
Heathen at large, and made Converts by' 
St. Paul before his Arrival at '.theffilonica, 
can be no Doubt to any Man who reads the 
16th Chapter of the ACl:s. So that this Gen­
tleman's HYl"0thefis is efery Way unfup-
ported. C 

Sue H is the Train of Errors which Men, 
who pride themfelves upon their Integrity 
as well as their Abilities, are daily feen to 
run into, rather than giVe up an idle Hypo ... 
thefts, or fubmit to, be informed by an 
Inferior! -

Sixthly, BUT we are not yet come to an 
End of them, and therefore I proceed, in the 
6th Place, to enquire,:Whether the Gofpe! 
was lirft preached to the Je'wJ, and confined 
to them, as our Author thinks it was, p. 29. 

T HAT it was lirft preached to them, is 
undoubted; but that it was not from 
the firft confined to them, is equally un:" 
doubted. -

THE 
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THE very firft Time that. the, Gofpe1 was 
preached by the A poftles after tbe Refur­
rea ion ofChrift, we find that it was preached 
among others, to Cretes and Arabians, Stran­
gers oj Rome, 'Jews and ProjClytes, Ads ii. 
10, II. SO that Prifelytes at Ieaft, if not 
Strangers, (i. c. Heathens at large) were 
admitted to the Benefit of it from the very Be­
ginning. As is alfo evIdent from Nicholas, a 
Profe1yte of Antioch, who was one of the 
firft feven Deacons, Atls vi. 5. and indeed 
it was impoffible it lliould be otherwife, in­
afmuch as the ApoiHes always began their 
Teaching and Preaching in the Synagogues, 
w here the Profel ytes , and all religiQus 
Heathens, were admitted; who could not 
be untaught, unlefs they acted tbe Part of 
the deaf Adder, and refufid to hear the Voice 
0/ the Charmer, charm he neve¥' fo wifely. 
And that the Perfons here called Stral'Jger J of 
Rome were not 1ews, is, I believe, allowed; 
and I think 'cis equally plain from the Text, 
that they were not Profelytes: Nor oug1,lt 
we to be furprized to hear this, when we find 
the A poftles declaring to the 1CWJ on this 
very Occafion, that the Promife was not only 
to them, but to alt that were afar off, v. 39. 
and that the Effects of it reached fome of 
them who were afar qff, at this very Time, 
is very probable from the Prophecy now 
quoted by St. Peter, v. 17. - And it }hall 

come 
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come to pafi in the 1# Days, flith God, that 
I will pour out my Spiril upon alJ FIe/b. -
And the fureft Way to prove- this Pfophe"cy 
tightly apply'd on this Occafion, was to fhew 
it fulfilled; nor cart I conceive how it could 
be apply'd, if it had not been fulfilled. 

OUR learned Author hath indeed a very 
ingenious Suppofition, p. 19. that St. Pauls 
firft A pofrolick Journey was direered to thofe 
Gentiles who were Profelytes of the Gate • 
.......-- But the Misfortune is, that there is no 
Foundation for this ingenious Suppofifioo, 
either in Reafon or in Faa. 

1ft. BECAUSE the proper Place of Preach .. 
ing to thefe Profelytes was in the Synagogues, 
whither they were wont to refoft on the 
SabbatlLwith the 1ews: * Nor do we hear 
of any Affemblies, or any Places of Affem .. 
bly, that they had difiinCl: from the Jews. 

• And that they were in Faa preached to there. appears. 
not only from what has already been faid. but likewife from 
feveral Introduaions and Paifages in St. paul's Difcourfes: -
FQr Example, his Sermon at .Antioch in PijiJi", Aas xiii. 16. 
begins thus, - Men oflfrael, and ye that jetf.r God. Where 
by the Expreffion, Te that fear God, the 1\poftle undoubtedly 
meant the Gentiles of his Audience. - So likewife in the 
16th Verfe, Men and Brethren, Children of the Stock of Abraham. 
lIr-d 1»hofoever among you feareth God, to you is the Word of' 
:hisSalvlUion fent. From whence it appears, that the Word of 
the Lord was now fent to everyone that feared God, as well 
as to the Jews. 

AND, 
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AND, Secopdly, Becaufe in Faa we ne .. 
,ver hear of the A poilles addreffing themfelves 
to thefe Profelytes otherwife than conjointly 
with the Jews, except in the Cafe of Corne­
lius (fuppofing him a Profelyte) which was 
before confider'd, and that by a particular 
Command from God.-So that this ingenious 
Authoes imaginary ·Miffion to the Profelytes 
of the Gate, is altogether without any Foun­
dation either of Reafon or Faa. 

Now the Confequence from all this is 
clear and cogent, if there were no Apoftolick 
Millions to the Profel ytes of the Gate, but to 
the Gentiles at large, '(as there certainly were 
not) then the Gentiles who are faid to have 
been preached to and converted throughout 
the New Tefiarpent, are the Gentiles at large. 
- And if the Gentiles at large were preached 
to and conve~ted, then doth the A poftolick 
Decree plainly regard them, inafmuch as it 
was evidently intended as a Direction to them 
which [rom among ,he G~ntiles were turned 
to God, A6l:$ XY. 19. 

'. 
8eventhly, BUT it feems there is ftill a 

formidable ObjeCtion in our Way. -

" I F' this Decree had been intended for a 
(( Rule to the idolatrous Gentiles, St. Paul, 
" when he wrote to them afterwards upon 

P " any 
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" any of thefe Heads, would certainly have 
" taken Notice of this Decree; whereas he, 
" on the contrary, permits them not only to. 
" eat all forts of Meat, without any Excep­
" tion, of Things frrangled, or of Blood, 
" but a1fo Things offered to Idols; " -
nay, to eat Things offered to Idols, even in 
tl1e Idol Temples, p. 30. 

To this I anfwer, firft, by asking, Whe­
ther the iecond Commandment was intended 
as a Rule for the idolatrous Gentiles after 
their COi1verfion? I think it evident, upon 
the Foot of this Author's Reafoning, that it 
was not; for if it had, w hen St. P alii wrote 
to them afterwards upon·this Head, he would 
certainly have taken Notice of this Com­
mand; -- and yet 'tis certain he does not; 
-- and was the fecond Commandment for 
that Reafon not obligatory; alJd does this 
learned Gentleman frill think there is any 
Weight in this Argument? 

BUT St. PattI not only takes no Notice of 
this Decree, but permits all forts of Meats to 
be eaten, without any Exception to Blood, or 
Things firangled. 

I MU S T own, I cannot, without fame 
Surprize, fee this Argument urged by this 
Author, and urged with fuch an Air ofTri­
umph, as if it never had been anfwered; or 

rather, 
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rather, as if it were abfolutely unanfwerable; 
whereas I will venture to fay, it hath al­
ready received a plain, a clear, and a full 
Confutation in my Diifertations, p. 58, 6.2, 
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69. 

How far this learned Author hath {hewn 
his Affection for' this Objeaion, by taking 
no Notice of Arguments that utterly over ... 
throw it, is fufficiently obvious, but how far 
he hath confulted the Credit of his Integrity 
(or rather of his Accuracy) in this Conduct, 
the candid and unprejudiced Reader will beft 
judge. -

! 

BUT St. PattI (if we are to reft upon the 
Credit of this Author) is fo far from forbid ... 
ding to eat Meats offered to Idols, that he al­
lows them to do it even in the Temple of an 
Idol, - p. 30. 

THE Reader will, I hope, forgive me if 
I declare myfelf furprized to fee this Aifer­
don fall from the Pen of an intelligent 
Chriftian! that an Apofile fhould give Li~ 
cence and Sanction to an Action in its own 
Nature fo utterly unchriftiall! efpecially 
when the direet contrary is- fo evidentl y the 
plain Purpo[e and Intention of St. PattI, -
as will fully appear to every intelligent Reader 
Who p~!ufes ~he 8th, 9th, and loth Chapters 

, p z of 
'I ¢ ' .... 
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of his firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, with 
Attention. 

T l! ERE he will plainly fee, that St. Patll's 
feeming COl1ceffions, upon the P9int of eat­
ing Things offered to Idols, are, in Truth, 
the Adverfary's Arguments; which, fuppo~ 
flng all they fay to be true, the Apofile 
plainly fhews will not yet infet the Lawful~ 
nefs of eating Meats offered to Idols. 

THE gr~at Argument for that Pra~ice was 
this, - that an Idol was nothing; - that 
wife Men knew it to be nothing; - tha~ 
That which had no Exiftence could not pol­
lute; * therefore what fignified eating Thing~ 
offered to Idols, even in the Idol Templea,­
flnce Things offered to Idols, wer~ in Trutb 
Things offered to nothing~ , 

Now the (hleftion is, how the A pofile 
anfwers this !:l..1gunient? . 

HE anfwers, firft, by owning the vYifdom 
and Abilities of the Objectors, we kfioW that 
we aU have Knowledge, I Cor. viii. I. but 
what then? Knowledge pt!lfeth up, but Cha~ 
rity edijieth. Tho' you lhould act in thi~ 
Point from Knowledge, yet Charity w~re a 
much furer Rule of Conduct. . 

: Ser=GrotiUJ, ! Cor. viii. lo 
, .' \', 
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BUT did the A poftle in reality believ~ 

thefe Men fo very knowing? 'Tis plain to a 
DemonUration, that he did not, both from 
~he 3d Chapter of this Epifile, and from hi~ 
very next Words after this Con~effion. 

I N the 3d Chapter of thi~ Epiftle, V. 2. 

he tdls th~in, that he had fed them with Milk 
and not with Meat. For hitherto (fays he) 
ye were not aNe to hear it, 1Jeither yet pow are 
ye able. And in the 8th Chap~er, after he 
had made his Conceffion now mentioned, 
concerning their Knowledge; h,: adds, -
and if any Man think that he knoweth any 
thing, he knoweth nothing y~t aJ he ought tq 
know. ~owever, h~ :frill proceeds upon a 
Suppofition, that they were very knowing, 
~o let them fee that the ~iberty they took 
would be attended with ill Confequences in 
feducing the Ignorant to Idolatry; For fuppo .. 
fing they, from the Fulnefs of their Know~ 
ledge, that an Idol was nothing, could inno~ 
cently eat Things offered to Idols, even in 
the ldal Temples, yet Rill others, who had 
no~ this Knowledge, might be feduced to fiq 
by their :E;xample. ---- . 

T H A 1" this is the plain Purpofe of th~ 
.!\poftle's Argument upon this Point, clearly 
appears from his own Words, confider'd iq 
~heir natural Order, leaving out nothing bu~ 
his Digrefliotls, c. vUj~ 'P' 4. ~c.~ As concern"" 
,,' " \ . 
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ing therefore the eating of thofi :things that are 
l!lfered in Sacrijce ttnto Idols, we know that an 
Idol is nothing in the Wurld.-Howbeit there 
is not i11 every Pr1em that Knowledge; for flme 
with ConJcience of the Idol unto this Hotlr, eat 
it as a cz'hing qffered to an Idol; a1zd their 
Conflience being 'ZR!eak, is dejiled.-' -:take heed 
/q1 by at;y means tbi.! Lib~rty of yours bec(J~e a 
$tumbling-Block to them tbat are weak~ 

HE then proceeds to add the Reafon of 
this Caution, with bitter Upbraidings of their 
vain Vaunts of Knowledge, Jor if any Matt 

Jee thee which haft Knowledge, fit at M.eat hz 
the Idols cJemple,jhall ~10t the C01ifCience of him 
that is ·weak, be emboldened to eat tboft things 
rzphich are q!fered to Idols; and thro' thy 
Knowledge jhall the weak Brother perifb for 
whom Chrijl died. But when ye .fin.fa againfi 
the Brethren, and wound their weak c.0}1j{i~11C~) 
ye jn againft Chr~ft. 

WI L L any confidering Man take all this 
for a Conceffion to Men of Knowledge to eC\t 
Things facrificed to Idols? When it is evi­
dently a Prohibition of that Practice, froql 
the ill Confequences which muft for ever na­
tqrally ~nd neceffarily attend ic 

SUP P 0 SEa Proteftant arguing with a~ 
intelligent Man of the Chm:ch of Rom~, 
~gainft bowing or kl1eel~qgpefor~ the ~~agbs 

" oJ 
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of Saints or Angels, in Churches erecred in 
Honour of thofe Saints or Angels; fuppofe 
that intelligent Perfon defending this PraCtice 
by declaring, that he knew very well, that 
there was no inherent Virtue or Intelligence 
in the Image; that in reality he paid no 
Devotion, nor any thing more than a civil 
Regard to it; that all his Regard arofe only 
from its being a Memorial to him of fome 
holy Saint or Angel in Heaven, t5'c. 

To this the Protefiant replies, Pollibly you 
who are a knowing Man may know, that 
there is no Virtue or Intelligence in this Piece 
of Wood; but does every ignorant Man of 
your Communion know as much? Does not 
this Pracrice of yours naturall y tend to miflead 
them? And do they not in fact wodhip the 
Images themfelves, believing them to be en ... 
dowed with various Powers and V:irtues? 
And is not this Idolatry? Whm ye /in thus 
againfl the Brethren, al1d wound their weak 
Con/cience, be aJlitred ye (in agaiJlI Chriji. 

I SAY, fuppofe a Proteftant arguing in this 
manner, with an intelligent Man of the 
Church of Rome, againft bowing and kneel­
ing before Images, - could we reafonably 
infer, that the Perfon who argued thus, ap­
proved this Practice? No certainly, but the 
direc~ contrary; and we ihould be more 
confirmed in this Opinion if we found him 

after 
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j t t Ve[ence oj the Voll,ine . 
after this urging other Arguments, and of 
greater Weight againft the fame Pradice. 

N d w this is exacliy St. Paul's Cafe, he is 
not content to argue againft the Practice ot 
eatin~g Things offered to Idols, from \ the 
Danger of drawing the Weak into Idolatry, 
he goes a great deal farther; he argues againfl: 
it from very important Reafons; that equally 
affect the Knowing and the Ignorant. 

A L M 6 S T his whole next Chapter (chap. 
ix.) is fpent in ihewing, that he himfelf had 
as many Advantages, and was entitled to as 
many Privileges, as any Member of the­
Chrifiian Church; - and yet he made Uie 
of no one of them, even where he could do 
it innocently; he then proceeds (chap. x.) 
to caution them agail1ft Intemperance, againft 
tufting after forbidden Foods, againft Idola­
try, againft Fornication, againft tempting of 
Chrift, (se. from the Judgments which thefe 
Crimes drew down upon the Children of 
!frael in the Wildernefs, and returning to his 
firft Point, concludes all his Cautions with 
this earneft Exhortation, (chap. x. 14.) 
U1hereflre, my dearly Beloved,jlee from Idolatry. 
He then argues againft eating Things offered 
to Idols, from th~ Nature of the Chriftian Sa­
;crament, and the Jewifb Sacrifices: The Sub­
·fiance of his Argument is this, the Participa­
tion of the Bread and Wine in the Sacrament 

of 

Di itized from Best Copy Available 



of Ah/lincnce from Blood. 1 I 1 
of the Lord's Supper is the Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Chrift, as eating of the 
1cwifb Sacrifices was partaking of the Altar, 
and an Act of Wodhip to that God to whom 
the Sacrifices were offered: What was the 
Confequence from hence? Why plainly this, 
that eating of the Idol Sacrifices was partaking 
of the Idol-Altar, and an ACl: of W orfhi p to 
that Being to whom the Sacrifice was of­
fered. * The Apoftle faw plainly, that his 
Adverfaries would foon fee this Confequence, 
and would.endeavour to obviate it by fay­
ing, that an Idol was nothing: -How then 
does he reply to this Argument? Why 
plainly thus, t I don't fay that an Idol is any 
thing; I don't fay that there are any fnch 
Beings as Jupiter, Juno, Mar J, or Mercury; 

* Eating Things offered to Idols as fuch, is, we fee upon 
the Apo!l:le's Reafoning, in its own Nature as much an Act of 
Idolatry, as eating the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as fuchl 

is an Act of Adoration to Je(us Chrift. 
t His own Words at large ftand thus, - I Cor. x. 1 j, &c. 

I [peak as to wife Men; judg e ye what I fay. - 16. The Cup of 
BleJling which we hlejj, is it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Chrift? The Bread which we break, is it not the Communion of 
the Body of Chrift 1 - 17. For we being many, are one Bread 
Rnd one BOdy; for we are all Partakers of that one Bread. -
18. Behold Ifrael after the FleJh: .Are not they which eat of the 
Sacrifices, Partakers of the .Altar? - 19. What fay I then 1 
That the Idol is any thing, or that which is offered in Sacrifice to 
Idols is any thing? - 2.0. But I fay, that the things which the 
Gentiles facrifice, they facrifice to De'Vils, and not to God; and 1 
'Would not that ye fhould ha'Ve Fellowfhip with De'Vi/s. - 2. I. Ye 
,annot drinl: the Cup of the Lord and the Cup of De'Vils; ye canQ 

not be Partakers of the Lord's Table lIl~d the Table of Devils. 

Q. but 
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but this I fay, "hat the 'Ihings which the 
Gentiles flcrijice, they focriJice to Devils and 
not to God; arJd I would 110t that ye jbould 
have Fellow/hip with Devils. re cannot 
drink the Cup of the Lord,. and the Cup of 
Devils. (re cannot, that IS, ye cannot do 
it without Guilt; - ye muft not do it) re 
cannot be Partakers of the Lord's '.table, and 
the table of . Devils. -

AND after all this, can anything be 
imagined more fuocking, than to hear a 
Chriftian aifert, that St. Paul allows the eat­
ing of Things offered to Idols, even in the 
Idol Tern pIes! 

A s for this Apofile's Permiffion in relation 
to Things fold in the Shambles, I refer my 
Reader for a plain Account of that Matter to' 
my Diifertations, Yolo II. p. 64, &c. 

Eighthly, I NOW proceed to the laft Point 
in which I have the Misfortune to differ from 
this learned Author, in relation to this De­
cree at 'Jertifillem, viz. Why Fornication, 
an Offence againft the Law of Nature, is 
joined with Things in their own Nature in­
different. 

T Hi Reafon of this he owns to be Con­
jeRural; however, he thinks it may be this, 
~' That tho' Fornication is an Offence againft 

" the 
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" the Law of Nature, when Hritl:ly and im­
" partially confider'd, yet the Gentiles did 
" not acknowledge it fuch;" and he adds, I 
am not certain whether it was fJot as lightly 
thought of by the Jews. The Reafon of his 
Doubt upon this Point is added; " I don't 
" find (fays he) the Word Fornication ufed 
" in the Old Tefiament, but in one Chapter 
" of Ezekiel, and then it rather feems to al­
" lude to Idolatry, which is often in theOld 
" Teftament, denoted by the \\T ords Whore .. 
" dam and Adultery. 

As TON ISH I N G! that a Chriftian, who 
had ever read the Bible, fhould doubt whe­
ther Fornication was a Sin in the Senfe of the 
Old Tdbment! when it is a Guilt fo noto­
rioufly, fa repeatedly, fo varioufly prohibi­
ted throughout that Difpenfation: If my Ad­
verfary had grounded his Doubt upon the 
corrupt Comments of the Jews on this Head 
(and poffibly he meant no more) I lhould 
ha ve no Controverfy with him upon the 
Point; but then have we not Reafon to ask, 
Why this DifiintHon was not made, and to 
what PUfpofe was that Obfervation, that the 
Word FortjicatioIJ was not found in the Old 
Tefiament, applied to the Vice properly fo 
called? What tho' the "Vord Fornication 
fhould be found but once in the Old Tefta­
ment, and then applied to Idolatry, yet 
might not this learned Author have clearly 

Q. 2. inferred 
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inferred this Praaice to be criminal from the 
Appellation of Fornication, of Whoredom, 
and Adultery, which he himfelf found ap­
plied to Idolatry? Is not Fornication one 
kind of Whoredom? And is not all Whore­
dom prohibited by calling Idolatry by that 
Name? Is not Idolatry one of the greateft 
Sins that can be committed? And would it 
~ot be aftonifhing, if the Scriptures fuould 
;trraign this Sin by another Name, by the 
:Name of fome other Practice, which implied 
no Guilt at all! 

FOR my own Part, I am fully fatisfied, 
that the Seventh Commandment prohibited 
all Commerce of Men with all Women what­
(oever, ~xcept thejr own 'Vives; and, I 
~pprehen9, I am fufficiently authorized to 
think fo, inafmuch as OUf Sa viollr, in the 
Queftion of Divorq:, makes no Diftin8ion 
between Adultery and Fornication, Matt. 
~ix. 9' The Opinions of th~ ~orrupt Jews 
upon thefe Points· I regard not. , I fhall there­
fore trouble myfelf no further than to ihew 
th~ Senfe of th~ Old T~ftamcnt upon the 
fomt. 

THE firft Account we fi:td of this Cdme 
in the Old Teftarnent is the Rape of Dinah· 
and the Gui1~ ~as fa grievous in the Eyes of 
her Brethren, that they deftroyed a whole 
~i[y in ReVtnge of it ; an~ their oni yA po-

logy 
/ 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



of AbJlinence from Blood. 1 17 
logy was, Should he, deal with ollr Sifter as with 
an Harlot? Gen. xxxiv. 

A G A IN; when Judah had been guilty of 
a criminal Commerce with '.lamar, who had 
carry'd off his Pledges; he faid, Let her take 
it to her, l~ft we be foamed, Gen. xxxviii.­
An Expreffion which plainly implies a Con­
fcioufnefs of Guilt; - and when he wa-s 
told that his Daughter-in-Law had played the 
Harlot, .- he faid, - Bring her forth, 
and let her be burnt. Could he doom her 
to the Stake for what was then deemed no 
.offence! 

A G A I N, Levit. xix. 19. Do not projli­
tute thy Daughter to cauje her to be a Whore, 
l~jJ the Land fall to Whoredom, and the Land 
become full of IYickedne.fs. Here we fee, 
that this one Sin was thought fufficient to fill 
the Land with Wickednefs. - And in the 
z IiI Chapter of this Book at the 9th Verfe, 
we find, that the Daughter of a Prieft who 
had played the Whore was to be burnt with 
Fire. 

THE Cafe of Zimri and Cosbi is fufficient-
1y known from the 25th Chapter of Numbers; 
and that Fornication was a principal" Part of 
that Guilt, which then drew down the 
Judgments of God upon the Children of !frael, 
lufficiently appears from what the Apoftle 

" ~~ 
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t 1 8 Veflnce of the VoE1rine 
fays, I Cor. x. 8. Neither let us commit For­
t,ication, as fame if them committed, and fell 
in Glle Day three and twenty Ihotifand. 

I N the !l2.d Chapter of Deuteronomy we 
find, that the Damfel who was defiled in her 
Father's Houfe, before Marriage, if the 
Crime was difcovered after, was to be froned 
to Death, becaufi /be wrought Fotty in Ifrael 
to play the Whore in her Father's Houfe. Nor 
is it cafy to conceive how any Sin can be 
more difcountenanced in the 2. 3d Chapter of 
Deuteronomy, v. 2. A Baflard !batt not enter 
into the Congregation oj the Lord; even to his 
tenth Generation /halt he not enter into the 
t;ongregation cf the Lord. 

AND in the 23d Chapter of Deuteronomy 
at the 17th Verfe, we find an exprefs and 
utter Prohibition of this Guilt connected 
with that which is the moft fhocking· that 
can be named, - :There jhal! be no Whore of 
the Daughters if Ifrael, nhr a Sodomite of 
tbe Sons if1fraeJ. -)(. Nor was the Hire of 
an Harlot fo much as to be admitted into the 
Houfe of the Lord, v. 18. The Gain made 

"" In the Verfion of EJ1Mrtl the Sixth the Verfe is thus 
tran£lated, - There fhall be no Whore of the Daughtert of 
Ifrael, TIer Wboreleeeper of the Sons of Ifrael; which, I own. 
I apprehend y~ be the true Sen[e of the Place, Sodomy being 
before prohibited under Penalty of Death to both Parties. 
Levit. xx. I ~, 

by 
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of AbJlinence from Blood. t t 9 
by this Guilt could not fo much as be apply'd 
to a Sacrifice to make Atonement for it. ' 

AND 1aft of all, Was not this one of thofe 
Crimes which robbed Eli's Family of the 
Priefthood, and cut off both his Sons in one 
Day; becaufl they made themfilvcs vile, and 
he ref/rained them not. Had that criminal 
Commerce, by which they made themfllves 
vile, been with married Women, their Father 
needed not to have chaftized them, Death 
had been their PunHhment by the Law. 

I T were eafy to add many other ProofS, 
from many other Parts of the Old Teftament; 
but the candid Reader, it is to be hoped, 
will require no more Satisfa8:ion upon this 
Head, .-- with regard to the !fraelites. 

A sto the Heathen, it is not to be deny'd, 
that this Guilt was too lightly deem'd of 
amongfr them; and yet whoever ferioufly 
attends to the Senfe of the wifer and more 
thinking Men amongft them will find, that, 
generally fpeaking, Chaftity was always 
deemed a Virtue, at leaft in the other Sex, 
(Ft£minarttm iJla vertus, fays Cicero) and 
that even in Men. a Commerce with common 
Women, was rather deemed a light Guilt 
than none at all. 

Ho~-
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rH 0 W E VE R, forafmuch as the Guilt of 
tI!lis Practice was grown almo1l: univerfal over 
the Eafl; and Profiitutions were not only not 
prohibited, but in many Places enjoyned; 
- enjoy ned as Duties and Acts of Devotion; 
therefore nothing was more neceifary than a 
Reformation ill this Point. 

AND now what is the Confequence from 
aU this? Why plainly and clearly this, -
the Jew; knew Fornication to be criminal in 
the Senfe of the Old Tefiament, and there­
fore offenfive to God, and confequently, fo 
(lid the Profe1ytes; -.:..- but the Heathens at 
large did not: - To whom then could this 
Decree, with moft ~Tifdom and Propriety, 
bedireaed or enjoyned; to thofe who needed 
Information upon this Point, or to thofe who 
needed it not? 
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.An A N S W E R to a P ampblet called, 
The Prohibition of Blood a Tem­
porary Precept. 

UT it is objeCted to 
me alfo by another 
learned Author, if 

that I have placed 

The Objection of 
placing Ceremonials 
and Fundamentals 
upon the fame Foot. 

A bfiinence from Blood upon an equal Foot 
of Neceffity with Abftinence from Idolatry 
and Whoredom. ' 

I A N S W E R, that I have placed it upon 
no other Foot of Neceffity than what I found 
it placed upon in the Law of God. - J ap­
prehend them both to be equally prohibited; 
and in that View I apprehend Abftinence 
from both to be equally neceffary, but no 
otherwife. -

.., The Author of a Pamphlet entitled, The Prohibition of Blocd 
It Tem)orary Precept. "-

R I HOPED 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



111 Vefonce Of tbe 'lJotlrine 

I H 0- P E D I had obviated all ObjeCl:ions of 
this kind by a plain exprefs Declaration upon 
thss Point, Revel. Exam. 1"01. 'J.d. Eng!. ed. 
p. 39. '.The eating of Blood, as fitch, was ne­
ver imagined all A[fion jimply ami in itftif 
}t',ifal. if my learned Adverfary had con11-
dered this Declaration, he had fpared himfelf 
a gre~t deal of unneceIfary Trouble in ex­
plaining the Nature of moral Actions. I ne­
ver imagined the eating of Blood to be an 
Action fimply and in itfeIf immoral. But I 
think this Practice ever was, and ever will 
be of evil Tendency; - and that, I think, 
was Reafon enough to. the divine Wifdom 
for prohibiting it, tho' it be not in itfelf im­
moral, yet, I apprehend, it hath a near Re­
lation and a ConneC1ion, which, in the ordi­
nary Courie of Things, will for ever be in­
feparable iiom Things that are fo; -I mean 
Luxury and Cruelty. St. Jerom fays, that 
one End of the Precept was to reRrain Glut­
tony; and I humbly apprehend, thatBlood, 
and Things firangled, have nearly the fame 
Relation to Luxury and Cruelty, that Anger 
and ahufive Appellations have to Murder, 
and therefore ought equally to be avoided.-

I A P PRE HEN D moreover, that Abfti­
nence from Blood in Recognition of God's 
bein~ the Author and Giver of Life, ever 
was, and ever will be of great Importance to 

Reli .. 
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Religion; * and therefore I cannot conceive 
any Reafon, or any Appearance of Rearon, 
why it fhould be difregarded to the End of 
the World = And therefore I cannot but 
again repeat what I laid down in my Di1fer­
tations, that the Reafons of Abftinence fi'om 
Blood muft eternally hold as long as Cruelty 
and Luxury are Crimes, or the Recognition 
of God as the Author and Giver of Life, a 
Duty. 

If then my learned Adverfaries would ef­
fectually conf.ute me upon this Point, let 
them not amufe themfelves and their Readers 
with moral Abftra8:ions, but prove, that this 
Do8:rine hath no relation to thefe Crimes, or 
thefe Duties; Jet them prove, I ft. That (he 
Pracrice of eating Hlood and Things firangled 
hath no natural Tendency either to Luxury 
Of Cruelty, Vices or lncon veniencies of any 
kind. -- 2dly. Let them confute thofe 
Hiftorical Relations which affure us, that in 
Faa they have had thefe Effects. And 
Jdly. That Abftinence from B100d in Recog­
nitioq. of God's being the Author and Giver 
cLLife, hath no natural Tendency to create 
a Reverence to the Divine Being; or a grate­
ful Senfe of his Goodnefs in the Grant of the 

... The JiTtlS when they kill any Creature for Food, put up 
:a fvlemn Thankfgiving to God for the Grant of the Crclturcs 
~o NOP.h. 

Creatures, 
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114 Vefence Of the Votlrine 
Creatures in the Minds of Men; and in Con .. 
fequence of that, to fupport true Religion ~n 
the World. - Let them prove, befides all 
this, that the Health of Mankind is no Way 
concerned in this Abftinence; nor the Good 
of Society, in a more advantageous Ufe of 
the Creatures. Till they have done all this, 
I muft beg Leave to think (with great Sub .. 
million) that they have done nothing. * 

).. 

How EVE R, OIi'.C Thing I will obferve by 
the Way, -- That one Principle laid down 
by the learned Author before me, is, (if I 
may take upon me to underftand it) a Prin­
ciple of very dangerous Tendency, viz, 

'if There is a Practice [qfficiently known to obtain among 
the Poor Qf the Kingdom of Ireland; it is cuflomary with them 
to bleed their Cattle for Food in Years of Scarcity: This 
Practice hath m::my Evils, that ever have, and ever will attend 
it.-

One is, that the Gatde being th1.ls weaken'd by Lo[s of 
Blood, frequently die the cnfuing Winter; and the next is, that 
if by good Fortune they efcape Death, they feldom fail to be 
both uiele[~ and unri'uitful, at leafi: for one Year following i 
jrr:omuch th~.t I have been weil afi'ured by intelligent Men of 
great Integrity, thlt the Breed of Cattle was, during the ].ate 
Year~ of S.cJ.rcity in the Nor~h. diminifi1ed by the PraCtice of 
Bleedmg, 111 one County ot that Kingdom, by at leafi: two 
Thoulal1d each Year. \ 

It mly be urged in Defence of this Practice, that Neceffity 
<:ompeis to it ~ -! an[wer, tIilt mo~e Su!lenance m3Y be drawn 
trom ~he Flcih ~>r one S;0w, than from the Biood of twenty; 
;md VYlth ten times leis Damage to the Owner, who is at 
mO~e Expence in th·~ MaintellJ.j1ce of the Cattie fo drained in 
the enluing Wil!ter, with great Hazard of their ~~th, ~nd 
h~tl\! or 110 Ghailce either Qt Mil~ 9f Fruitfulnefs. 

that 
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that " the Rectitude or Obliquity of fuch 
" AEl:ions as are ohligatory, antecedent to 
" any pofitive Inftitution of Almighty God, 
" are, as far as refpeas any Obligation from 
" natural Religion, difcoverable by the 
Light of natural Reafon, ,po 6. 

low N, that when thefe Duties are difco­
vered to us by Revelation, they are [oon 
found agreeable to natural Reafon: But I am 
fatisfied, that fince the Fall, no one Duty, 
either of Morality or natural Religion, was 
ever fearched out, difcovered, afcertained, 
and univerfally allowed to be agreeable [0 

natural Reafon, antecedent to its being com­
manded by Almighty God. 

I WI L L in fiance but in one, - There 
is no one moral or focial Obligation more 
agreeable to Reafon, chan the facred and in­
feparable Union of one Man with one Woman 
in Marriage; and yet Polygamy was never 
found to be a Violation of the Law of N a­
ture, antecedent to its being prohibited by 
the Chriftian Religion. And the fame might 
eafil y be fhewn of every Duty in the Deca­
logue. And therefore Reafon is far from 
being that fure Guide in Matters of Re­
ligion which its modern Magnifiers, not to fay 
Idolaters, boaft it to be. 

I CHAL-
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I C HAL LEN G E this Gentleman, and all 
the Advocates for the: Sufficiency of Reafon 
put together, to produce anyone Duty, 
either of Morality or natural Religion, that 
is not, or hath not been difc1aimed, nation­
ally, publickly, and deliberately in the 
Heathen W orId. 

BUT this learned Author obje&, that I 
myfelf acknowledge, " that the very Reafon 
~, of abftaining from Blood from the Begin­
cc ning, was, that the Blood was to be 
" poured out upon the Altar in Sacrifice. 
" Now does it not from hence follow, (fays 
my Adverfary)" that if Sacrifice was ever to 
" ceafe, the Dtlty of Abftinence from Blood 
" was to ceafe with it? As all Laws whatfo­
" ever are grounded on fome Reafon or 
" other, fo is it an undoubted Maxim, that 
" when the Reafon ceafes on which the Law 
" is founded, the Law itfelf can be no longer 

. F " "10 orce, p. 17. 

T 0 this I anf wer, That I did affign it as 
one R eafon of Abftinence from Blood, that it 
was appointed to make Atonement, but I 
never affigned this as the only Reafon; and 
this, I believe, my learned Adverfary will 
not deny, when he confiders, that I have in 
Faa al?gned feveral others. 
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I N the next Place, if I had afiigned no 
other, I deny both his Confequence, and the 
Maxim upon which it is founded. A Law may 
be made for one Reafon, and yet fubfift, 
and be in full Force for other and perhaps 
better Reafons, when the Reafon on which 
it was founded hath long fince entirely ceafed. 
-What does this learned Gentleman think 
of the Teft Ad: in England. 

AN D if this be true of human Laws, much 
more of divine. - Goa may affign but one 
Reafon of his giving any Law to his Crea­
tures, but he may have many more of equal 
WHilom and Goodnefs for enjoyning it. He 
only is Judge; and furely it would be ftrange 
Prefumption to pronounce anyone of hi$ 
Laws abrogated, before he himfelf declares 
it to be fo; and much more after he hath 
re-enjoined it; which is the Cafe of Abfti .. 
nence from Blood. 

BUT it is objected by our learned Author 
(p. 19.) " that moft of the Laws of Mofts 
" were fymbolical in their Nature, and had 
« fome moral Duty couched under them; 
" and therefore if we a,re to abftain from 
" Blood on Account of recognizing God as 
" the Author and Giver of Life, and to 
" avoid Cruelty to the Creatures, i. e. if 
" thefe he fufficient Reafons to make the 

Pro-
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" Prohibition of perpetual Obligation, by 
" the fame Method of Reafoning we may 
" infer the Neceffity of adhering to the 
" Whole, or at leaft the greater Part of the 
" Law of Mo/es, to the End of the World. 
" - Thus Circumcifion pointed out the 
" Reafonablenefs and Neceffity of mortify. 
" ing carnal LuLls," &c. ' 

IN anfwer to this, I muft own, I am 
aftonifhed to fee. a Man of Senfe reafon at 
this rate. Did Circumcifion naturally and 
univerfally tend to procure any Good to the 
Perfon who obferved it, or to guard him from 
any Evil? This I am fure of, Pain and Dan­
ger attended it, and it had otherwife perhaps 
not anfwered its End. Had it any natural 
Tendency to promote anyone Duty towards 
God or Man, to procure anyone Advantage 
to Society, or preclude anyone Evil or In­
conveniency? If it had, why are not thefe 
Evils and Advantages illuftrated to us? And 
laft of all, Is it enjoined to all Mankind un­
der the Difpenfation of the New Tehament, 
or was it ever fo enjoined? And as for any 
other of the Jewi/h Rites, if they are found 
to be attended with any natural Advantages,.. 
dl)ubtle~ it is fo far Matter of Prudence, tho' 
not Matter of ftriCl: Obligation, to obferve 
them. 

"T IS 
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'T I S very ftrange, that a Man offo much 
bifcernment cannot difringuifh between being 
a Symbol of fome moral Duty, and being 
naturally connected with it; between the Na,;" 
ture offuch Actions, as are but mere Emblems 
of Virtue, and fuch as naturally tend to pto­
mote that Virtue; nay more, to reprefs the 
contrary Vice, together with man yother 
Evils. And laftly; 'tis very ftrange this 
Gentleman wi11 put no Difference between 
Duties that are abrogated under the Difpen­
fation of the New Teframent, and thofe that 
are exprefly re-enjoined: For this at leaft 
makes an effential Difference. 

BUT it is farther urged by my learned Ad..; 
veri:uy, (p. 10.) "that the moral Duties, 
" fuppofed to be ihtimated to us by the 
" Prohibition of Blood, in nO wife infer the 
" Neceffityof Abfrinence from Blood; but 
" Abftinence from Blood inferred the Necd;' 
" fity of thefe Duties." 

low N I have fame Difficulty in attempts 
ing to anf wer this ObjeClion, becaufe I can ... 
not take upon me to fay, that I clearly under­
frand it. But what I apprehend of Abfrinence 
from Blood is this, That it was not enjoined 
as a Type, but as a Means to an End; and 
therefore was not infHtuted for its Own Sake, 
but for the Sake of thofe excel1ent Ends 

S which 
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which it was naturally fitted to attain, as a 
Medium. Now if my learned Adverfary 
would overthrow my Opinion in this Point, 
his Bufinefs is to fhew, that this Abftincnce 
can.;. with no Propriety, be confidered as a . 
Means to an End; that it hath no natural 
Tendency to any Good of any kind; nor the 
contrary Practice to any Evil. And could 
this be dene (as it cannot) what would be 
the Confequence? That this Precept is abo .. 
lithed? No furely ; - but that it is only a 
mere pofitive Inftitution, - upon no better 
Foundation than the Sabbath and the Sacra .. 
ments. 

W HEN I confider this :as a Command fo 
often and fo folemnly given by God, and ne­
ver pretended to be repealed with any Degree 
of rational Evidence, I am amazed to think 
how any ferious Chriftian can fatisfy himfelf 
that he is entirely difpenfed with from pay­
ing any Regard to this Command, from the 
Force of fuch Reafonings as are brought 
againft it. That a Regard to this Command 
fuould be now branded with the Infamy of 
Superftition, which was once the Teft _ of 
Chriftianity? That we {bould now do that in 
Sport, which a Chriftian Martyr would dread, 
would deteft to do, even to fave his Life! 
And for what! for what is too defpicable to 
be n~me?, - for what is become even pro­
verblal 10 the World for Infignificancy? 

Does 
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Does Job flrve God for nought? Was a ra­
tional and an important Q!leftion; we are all 
interefted in our Duty to him; If we do not 
ferve God for nought, fhall we dif.ferve him 
for nought? The Stupidity of this ConduCl: 
is as amazing as the Impiety of it. 

THE Reader will, I hope, forgive me: I 
own, my Patience fails me- when I fee a Re­
gard to the divine Command of Abftinence 
from Blood and Things ftrangled mark'd with 
a Brand ofSuperftition. I now beg leave to 
recommend, in the calm eft Manner, the 35th 
Chapter of Jeremiah to the ferious Perufalof 
thofe Gentlemen, who can treat a Command 
fo folemnly given and repeated by God, with 
fuch lhocking Contumely! there they will 
find, that a religious Regard to a Coml1)and 
given by a Father, even in Things where he 
had no Right to command, was, in the Efti­
mation of God himfelf, fo far from deferving 
either Reproof or Cenfure, that it was crown­
,ed at once with diftinguilhed Applaufe and. 
Bleffing. 

JON A DAB the Son of Recha'b com­
manded his Defcendants to drink no Wine, to 
build no Houfe, to plant no Vineyard: . 
They obeyed him religioufly: - God up-' 
braids his People with this Obedience, and 
then pronounces a Bleffing upon it, v. 13. . 

S 2 'IHUS 
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~HU8foitp the Lord of Ho/h, the God of 
Jfi-ae1, Go) and tell the Men: of Judah, and the 
InhabitatJts of Jerufalem, Witt ye not receive 
Injlru{Ji(Jl1 to hearken to my W(Jrds? flith the 
Lord. 9'"'he Words of Jonadab the 8011 ofRe­
,hab, that he commanded his Sons 1iot to drink. 
lvine, are performed; for unto this Day they 
drink none; bitt obey their Father's Command­
ment.~ Notwithjfanding I have JPoken unto you, 
riJing early, aJJd iPeaking, but ye hearkened not 
UDto me, Re. v. 18 • .And Jeremiah jaid unto 
the Houj~ of the Rechabites, '.Thus Jait/:; the 
Lord of ~Io/iJ, the God oj Ifrael, Becaufi ye 
have obeyed the Command ifJonadab your Fa­
ther~ a1)d kept all his Prfj(;epts, and done ac­
forrji!Jg to alt that he commarlded you; there­
fore tbus jaith the Lord of Hofts, the God of 
Ifracl, Jonadab the Son Of Reehab Jbalt not 
'fVan( tJ Afcm to jland bifl!re me for ever. 

$ ~ ALL we be lefs regarded or I efs re.­
warde~ by God for l\bfiinenee from Blood in 
Obedience to his Command, than the Re-;, 
fhab.ites were fOf Abfiinence from Wine; in 
Obedience to their Father's? Let thofe who 
are h~rdy eno\.lgh t~ live in a profefs'd Difre~ 
ga{d of this Command, bew-are that the Re­
fhabites r~fe not up in Judg~ent againfi ~~Wm. 
~nd ~ondcmn them. . . . 
<;4 '" ,-' \, ..... ,: • \\ • • 

BUT 
~ : 1 
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BUT the Decree (about Blood) " was 
" enacted (we are told) to reconcile the 
" Jewi{b and Gentile Converts, ana to pre­
" vent a Schifm in the Church." (p. 30.) 
The Confequence from hence is, that it is 
now of no Force, there being no 'Jewifh and 
Gentile Converts in the Church to be recon­
ciled. 

I T is owing, pethaps, to Prejudice, that 1 
am fometimes furprized to fee Men of Senfe 
impofe upon themfelves by fuch Ways of 
arguing! The Decree was made to reconcile 
the Jewi/h and Gentile Converts: - To re­
concile them to what! or in what! to cer-

"tain Points of Duty, or to certain Points of 
no Duty? Are all thefe Points Points of no 
Duty? And was the Obfervance of them ufe­
lefs to every PUfpofe but that of Peace? 

THE Apoftles Creed was made to recon­
cile Chrifiians, and to prevent Schifms; -
Is it of no Ufe beyond that Reconcilement! 
and hath our Obligation to the Belief of it 
now ceafed! Are fuch Reafonings as this to 
countervail a divine Command? Andis it 
any Way confiftent with Right Reafon, or 
~h~iftiall Humility, to think they ought! 

BUT why were thefe Things fiiled necef­
f~J:'Y by the Apoftles? 

To 
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To this we are anfwered, that they were 
neceffarv to the Peace of the Church at that 
Time. ~ " For the Gentiles not to comply 
" with any Part of the lWofoick Law would 
" have afforded Matter of Scandal to the 
" 'Jewifb Converts; therefore the Apoftles 
" thought it neceffary to require their Com­
" pIiance with the Laws of Mqfes, fo far as 
" to obferve the P.recepts of ,the Sons of 
" Noah." p. 32. 

WE R E then the Precepts of "the Sons of 
Noah confidered by the Jews as Parts of the 
Law of Mofls.' And did they deduce their 
Force and Obligation upon the Gentile 
World from that Law? And did the primi­
tive Chriftians abftain from Blood merely out 
of regard to the 1ewJ? This learned Gentle­
man will no(, I believe, upon RecolIecHon 
maintain thefe Pofitions; - and till he can 
maintain them, his imaginary N eceffity will 
have no Foundation. I fuall only beg Leave 
to tell him, that the Jews themfe1ves, and 
all Chriftian Antiquity, are full againft him 
in thefe Points. 

BUT after all, if thefe Points were only 
enjoined for Peace fake, and to avoid Scan­
dal, how came the primitive Chriftians to be 
fO utterly ignoraht of this fole End and Rea­
fon of their Inftitution? 'Tis aftoni1hing, 

that 
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that no one of them fhould ever hit upon this 
Reafon, or fo much hint it! but that they 
fhould one and all cry out agaiall touching 
Blood as a deteftable Pollution! 'Tis afto­
nifhing, that Clemens, Origen, and 'ICrttllJian 
{bould be lefs knowing in this Point than either 
of my learned Antagonifts : - But I forbear 
urging this Point; - another Gentleman, 
and much abler, hath, as I am informed, 
undertaken it. 

ISH ALL only add, that the fubfequent 
PraCl:ice is allowed on all Hands to be the 
beft Comment upon the Nature and Intention 
of all Laws; and that the Practice of Abfti­
nence from Blood and Things firangled be­
came and continued univerfal in the Church 
long. after the Deftruaion of Jerufllem, and 
the Coalition of Jew and Gentile ioto one 
Church, and continues to this Day to be re­
ligioufly regarded in that Region of tRe 
Earth where the Command was given. And 
if this be a right Rule of interpreting the 
Intent of any Law, this Law was never 
intended to be only of temporary Obliga­
tion. 

W HEN our Adverfaries are asked, How 
come Things of a temporary, and Things of 
an eternal Obligation, placed on the fame Foot 
of Neceffity in the fame Decree? 

THE IR. 
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TH E I R only Anfwer is, that there was a 
Neceffity of prohibiting Fonrication at this, 
Time, on Account of the Ignorance of the 
Heathen Wodd in this Point. 

BUT can they imagine, that any Mati of 
common Senfe will be put off with fuch an 
Anfwer as this? I allow thete was a Necef­
fity of prohibiting Fornication at this Time; 
but was there a Neceffity of putting Abfti­
nence from Blood upon the fame Foot o( 
N eceffity ~ith it in the fame Decree? Could 
no Diftincti'on be made between them, nor 
diftinct Decrees concerning them? Or could 
not the Apoftles have contented themfelves 
with reafoning, cautioning, and exhorting 
againft Fornication and Idolatry, as againft 
all other Vices, in their Sermons and Epiftles ~ 
And if this Gentleman cannot give us clear 
and fatisfatl:ory Reafons why thefe Things 
were put together by the A pollIes; I appre­
hend he will find it much harder to give fo­
lid and fatisfactory Reafons why they fhould 
be parted. Our Saviour's Rule in another 
Cafe, will, I think, hold full as well in this, 
- What therefore God hath joined together, 
let no Man put ajimder. 

WEare now come to our Adverfary's 
main Argument againll the perpetual Obliga­
tion 'of this Decree. 

" WE 
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" WEare (it feems) to take it for a Rule 
" in reading the holy Scriptures, that there 
" is no one moral or chriftian Duty of per­
u petnal Obligation enjoyned in anyone 
" Paffage, that is not in many others alfo; 
" but here is Abftinence from Blood enjoyned 
" in one Paffage only of the New Teftament, 
" and upon a particular Occafion." (p. 33.) 
From whence we are to infer, that this was 
only of temporary Obligation. 

To this I anf wer, that I take this to be, 
Firft, a very dangerous Rule; and, Second-
1 y, a very falfe one. 

SUP P 0 S E the Ten Commandments once 
only given by God, and no Prophet ever 
fent by him to repeat or renew them, would 
their Obligation ceafe for that Reafon? 

THE Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was 
inftituted. but once, and on a particular Oc­
cafion. Suppofe there were no Apoftolick 
Precept extant concerning it; , would not that 
Inftitution, and the fubfequent PraClice of the 
Church, fufficiently authorize us in a perpe­
tual Obfervance of it ? Will any Chriftian dare 
to fay they would not? 

SUP P 0 S E the Apoftolick Decree about 
Blood, &c. not extant, and the Prohibition 

1L con-

Di itized from Best Copy Available 



1 J S Vefence Of the VotIrine 
contained in it, enjoyned by the twel ve 
Apoftlesin twelve diftinC\ Epiftles; would 
thefe twelve diftin8: Prohibitions be more 
attthoritative than this fingle Decree? Or our 
Obligations to thofe Abftinences of more­
Force? 

To wha.t do diftinCl: Prohibitions, or re­
peated Commands, concerning any Sin or 
Duty, amount? Do they add any new Obli .. 

, gatton to Obedience? They indeed oHen 
ferve to explain the Nature of the Duty, or 
fet forth the E vii and Danger of the Guilt 
more fully; but create no new Obligations 

':concerning them. Now the Nature of this 
Duty was eafily, clearly, and fully under­
ftood at once, and needed no Comment. 

< AND here I cannot but obferve, that this 
, Argument, from the Repetition of the fame 
·Precepts in the Scriptures, which my Adver­
fary urges as ,a fure Mark of their being in­
tended to be of perpetual Obligation, hath 
been urged by others * againft the divine Au-

, tfiori:t;y of thofe Parts of Scripture wherein 
thofe Repetitions are found; inafmuch as 
Repetitions added no Authority, and were 
therefore ufelefs. It is the hard Fate, or 
fhaU I <:aU it the Felicity, of thofe that de .. 

* See Perc Sim.'$ Critical HiiWry of the Old Te1lament. 

fend 
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fend the Scriptures, to be obliged to combat 
contradictory Objections. 

I N the next Place I apprehend this Rule to 
be falfe in Fact. For Example; Our Sa­
viour's Sermon upon the Mount is allowed to 
contain the nohleft ColleCtion of Chriftian 
Duties and Precepts extant. I apprehend 
OUf learned Author would find great Dijfi. 
culty in making up a complete Syftem of 
thefe Precepts from all the other Parts of the 
Old and New Teftament put together. Is 
our Obligation to the Obfervance of any of 
thefe Precepts invalidated for that Reafon ? 

THE R E is a Curfe in Deat. xxvii. 18" 
upon the Man that maketh the Blind to wander 
oat of the Way. Doubtlefs this Curfe implies a 
Command; but 'tis a Command which I can­
not find repeated throughout the whole 

. Scripture. You will fay) perhaps, that Rea­
fon and Humanity forbid this Pra8:ic~: I an­
f weT, and fo dot~ey both forbid the. tortu­
ring of Animals to Death. I s the Proh~?ition 
of thefe Praaices ufelefs for that Reafon? 
And yetarethey 110 where prohibited, that'I 
know of, but in the' Apoftolick: Dec~~: 
And there they are prohibited . ~n their 
Caufe. 

THE R E never was a nobler, a wifer, or 
a more equitable ~olitical La.w in any Nation 

- T !}. than 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



140 Veftnce of the 1Jo[/rine 
than that in the .19th Chapter of Deuteronomy, 
which decreed all that Evil to a falfe W itnefs 
which he intended to bring upon his Neigh­
bour .. - No Law could be of more Confe­
quence to society than this; and yet this Law 
is but once laid down, and not fo much as 
once alluded to, that I can find, throughout 
the whole Old Teftament. This Law was a 
Rule of Duty to the 'Jews, and fhould be fo 
~o.every Nation under Heaven; if they had 
~ut Senfe enough to take the Laws of God for. 
their Direction: Did their Obligation to ob­
ferve it ceafe for that Reafon, before the 
Power of obferving it ceafed? 

l T will be objeCled, perhaps, that no di­
rea Proof can be drawn from this Inftance 
~gainfi our Author'. Pofition. I own it: But 
1 think, that from hence an Argument may 
l?e drawn agaurfi it, a fortiori: For if a mere 
civil Inftitution was obligatory as long as it 
was poffible to obferve it; a religious Infti­
lJtion is, I believe, yet more fOe 

W HAT does this learned Author think of 
~Jtat noble Rule of doing unto all Men aJ we 
would they jbould do to us? This is but twice 
r<:cited throughout the whole New Tefia­
ment; and both the Recitals are plainly 
Hiftories of one and the fame Difcourfe of 
CellI bleffed Saviour's? Does this Rule lay no 

aut~o-

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



of AbJtinence from Blood. 14 t 
authoratitive Obligation upon Chriftians for 
that Reafon ? 

Now the Duties of the Decree at Jeruja­
lem are oftener recited than this Law. Firft, 
They are declared by St. James to be fuch 
as ought to be enjoined the Heathen Converts. 
Secondly, They are declared to be filch by 
the whole Church.: And, Thirdly, The De­
cree is recited about e,ight Years after it was 
made, (Aus xxi. !l5.) on Occafion of the 
Complaint brought againft St. Paul of his, 
teaching the convert Jews to forfake the 
Law of Mofis. As touching the Gentiles that 
helieve (fays St. James) we have written and 
concluded, that they obferve no fitch r'hing; 
five only, that they keep themfelves,from 
CLhings q!fered to Idols, and from Blood, 
and from flrangled, and from Fornication. 
My learned Adverfary will, perhaps, 'be 
hard put to it to find many Chriftian Pre­
cepts thrice recited throughout the Gafpe1, 
-- as this is. 

AND here we may obferve by the ,\\T ay, 
that St. Paul's nrft Epifile to the Corinthians, 
in which he is fllppofed by one of my learned 
Adverfaries to allow an unlimited Licenfe 
of Food~ even of Things offered to Idols, 
as fuch, in Contradiction to the Apoftolick 
Decree, was written a Year before the Recital 
of this Decree by St. 1amn, now mentioned; 
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and yet it plainly appears from this Recitaf,. 
that the Decree was now in full Force: And 
therefore I think we have now at leaft Rea­
fon to hope, that we Ihall never more hear 
of this very ill-grounded Objection. * 

B U'T further; I belieye it will not be de­
nied, that Thing$ offered to Idols are, at 
Jeaft) once more prohibited, (in the Reproof 
to the Church of Pergamos) Rev. ii. 14. 
But J have a few 'Ihings againjJ thee, becauft 
thou hqjJ there them that hold the Dollri11e of 
:Salaam, to eat Things flcri.ftced to JdoJJ, &c. 
Now that Blood was one of the Things of­
fered to Idols, is, I believe, not doubted by 
any 'Man of common Learning. And whe­
ther the A poftle might not have the Pro-

'*' From hence too we may obferve, how ill founded that 
-Criticifm of Dr. Hammond's is, upon which one of mr learned 
Adverfaries feems to lay fome Strefs, viz". That the Expreffion 
in the Decree which we render if JOu keep, is, in the Original. 
keeping, in the prefent Tenfe; as if this were no new DireGl:ion 
for the future, but a Direction to continue the Forbearance of 
thofe Meats which they had hitherto abftained from as Pr8(e­
lyes of the Gate: Wht:reas the ExprefGon here ufed by St. 
James is an ExpreirlOn of a quite different Senfe; We have 
written to them (fays the ApofHe) that th~,! obftrve no fuch thi/llg 
(TJIf';'] but that they keep themfelves ['tf"r.l~ft.&,tlJ i. e. that 
they guard againft thefe things for the Time to come. 

But fuppofe this alfo were put in the pretent Tenfe, what 
could be inferred from it? Is it to be doubted, whether the, 
Apoftles preached Abftinence trom theie Things from the 
very Beginning, as well to the Heathens at large (where fuch 
Preaching was moft wanted) as to the Profelytes of the Gate? 
How then could it be inferred from any fuch Expreffion, that 
this Decree was directed to the Profelytes only? 

hihitiOll 
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hibition of this kind of Food in View in this 
Place is fubmitted to the Reader. 

Bu T however that may be; fure no rea­
fonable Man can Hill think that St. Paul al­
lowed a Practice which is here reproved, and 
in the Perfon of our Saviour himfelf, fo many 
Years after that fuppofed Allowance? Nay, 
fo many Years even after the Sacrifice and the 
Oblation had entirely ceafed. 

Bu T fuppofe no mention were made of any 
of the Points contained in this Decree, in 
the fubfequent Epiftles or Writings of the 
Apoftles; what could any reafonable Man 
infer from this Sil~nce? That all thefe Points 
were of temporary Obligation!- No furely; 
- nothing in Nature could be more irra­
tional than ruch an Inference. The natural 
Inference would be, that a due Deference was 
paid to the Apoftolick Sentence upon thefe 
Points; and therefore, there was no N ecef­
fity of repeated Precepts or Prohibitions con~ 
cerning them. And this, I am fully fatis­
fled, was the Cafe with regard to Abftinence 
from Blood, from the fpeedy and~univerfal 
Prevalence of this DoCl:rine throughout the 
Chriftian Church. 

THE natural Temptations to tranfgrefs, 
muil be allowed weaker in this Point, than in 
moftothers; and therefore 'tis to be prefum'd, 

that 
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that Men were eafier fubdued to Obedience 
upon it: - However, even this, I appre"'; 
hend, was not done without fome Difficulty. 
And this I take,to be the Reafon of thofe fre­
quent Allufions to th~ Prohibido~~ of this De,­
cree with· regard to ' Food; ,throughout St. 
Patti's Epiftles; for that there :ar.~ flich is 
undoubted. ' ,,~~';, 

I W ILL begin with'one, which, I be-lieve, 
no candid Man will !Ol1g cO"ntefl: with me: 
It is in the Clofe of his Epiftle totheRol1j/ins, 
chap. xvi. 'lJ. 17, 18. Now' I beflec~ ]flU, Bre-~ 
thren, mark them which' caule 'JJi7Ji/io~s and, 
Offences, contrary to the DollrifJe .. lljhich ;~; 
have learned; and avoid them: For· tfJej ~baf 
are fitch, flrve not our Lord Jefus Chtift,' but 
their own BEL L Y ; and oy good Words and 
fair Speeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple .. 
Is it not evident at firft fight, that thofe who 
created thefe Divifions and Offences, created 
them under fpecious Pretences of promoting 
the Purity of the Chriftian Religion, but in 
'Tlruth to gratify their Appetites? And irr 
what refpea: could they gratify their Appe­
tites und~r a Pretence of promoting the Re­
ligion of Chrift, but by arguing (as the Ene­
mies of the Apoftolick Decree do now) that 
Chriftianity does not cotfiJ1 in Meats and 
Drinks, but in Righteotifoefl, ~ruth, &c. 
And does any Man of common Senfe think, 
this Objection of Force enough to overthrow 

the 
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the Doctrine of Abftinence from Blood and 
Things firangled? Everyone knows; that 
Peace and Righteou1nefs ate the main 
Ends of the Chriftian Religion; hut is no­
thing eIre, either in its Difcipline or Inftitu­
tions, to be regarded for that Reafon? What 
fpedous Trifling is this! * 

GOD exprefly difclaims the Jewifo Sacri­
fices by the Mouth of his Prophet lfltiah.: 
Does it follow from hence, that Sacrifices 
were not of his own Inftitution? Or that he 
had no Regatd to them? Or that the .jews 
were _ not frill bound to offer them, till he 
thought fit to abrogate them by an exprefs 
Revelation? No furely, '- what he re­
proves; is the ;\bufe of this Praaice; and 
the Confidence they placed in it, to the 
NegleCl of the weightier Things of the Law .. 
The farlle Obfetvatiom will hold with regard 
to the Doctrine of Abftinence from Blood, &c. 
And Gr()tius hitnfelf declares for the Obfer­
vance of this Precept; provided it be done 
without Superftition. 

Ac A I N, in I Cor. x~ the Apofile cautions 
the Corinthians againft lufting after evil 

* Of the fame Nature is that other ignorarit Obje8:ion from 
t1tofe Words of St. Paul's, Gal. v. I. Stand faft therefore in the 
Livert'lwherewith Chrift hath made us free; and be not entangletl 
"'gain wit" the Yoak ~f iiond~ge. 'the very n~xt V ~~fe ibewi;" 
that the Y oak here meant IS the Yoak of Clrcumcifion, and 
the whdle MoJaick L-aw. 

u Things, 
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t 46 Vefence of tb~ Vo'Clr;n~~ , 
Things, againft Idolatry, and againfr Forni­
cation, from the Example ofthofeJudgments 
which thefe evil Practices drew down upon 
the Children of !frael in the WildernefS. ,Now 
what was this lufting? It was evidently and 
undeniably lufting after thofe Egyptian Foods 
fi·om which it had pleafed God to preclude 
them, d\lring their Continuance in the Wil­
dernefs. Now what was all this to the Co­
rInthian;, unkfs they. alfo were criminal in 
lufting after certain Foods from which God 
alfo had precluded them? And what Food 
could they pollibTy be criminal in lufting ;if­
ter, except Blood and Things firangled. *' ' 

AGAIN, theApoftle, in the 32d Verfe 
of this Chapter, exhorts them to give no Of­
fence to the Jews, or Gentile.J, or Church of 
G;od. This Exhortation, from the Tenour 
of the Chapter, plainly relates to F()od: And 

'" The Apofl:1e expre£1y tells them, 'tI. ,I I. N01l1fhefo things 
happened unto them for Enfamples, p,ntl they ItTe 1l1riUerJ for our 
.Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World are come. How 
could the Jews be Examples to the reft of Mankind in the laft 
Period of Time? No other imaginable Way but this: That the 
Wilderneis was a Type of the World, and the Travels of t4e 
Ifraelitu in it an Emblem of the Travels of this Life; and the 
Judgments of God upon them for their feveral Crimes, -Types 
of thore Judgments which fhould await like Crimes in After­
Ages of the World; and we know of no Crime among the 
corinthians that could bear any Refemblance, but this here al­
luded to. except that of eating Blood and Things ftrangled. 
from which it had pleafed God to preclude them during their 
Continuance i~ the Wildqnefs ot this World. 
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'Of Ahflinence from Blood. 147 
in what Food could they give Offence to any 
of thefe, except that of Blood and Things 
ftrangled; always unlawful to the Je7.vs; and 
now prohibited to the Gentiles by a Decree 
of the Church? And certainly -there is a 
great and a becoming Decency in'theApoftle's 
condemning this Luft of forbidden Food from 
the Judgments drawn down upon the 
!fraelites for the like Guilt; and from the 
Offence~hat PraCtice muft give, to the Church 
of God (which fufficientl y implied the: Guilt 
of contravening the Apoftolick D~c~ee) ra­
ther than expndly urging and infifting upon 
the Weight of that Decree, which he him­
felf had principally occafioned, anddepoficed 
with the Churches: Andconfequently, the 
Honeur of which he might be thought more 
interefted to maintain. 

I .A P PRE HEN D. a1fo, that this Decree 
is referred to the I I th Chapter of this Epiftle, 
v. 2. Now I praift you, -Brethren, that you 
remember me in alt CZ'hings; and keep the 01'­
Jinance.i as I ~eliveredthem Hnto you. If they 
remembred the Apoftle in all Things, they 
certainly rernemhred him in the Apoftolick 
Decree which he depofited with them. And 
probably. that very Decree wa-s one of thofe 
Ordinances which he praifed them for ob­
ferving .. The WOl'din theO~iginal fignifies 
c.(raaitionJ; but I think there is Reafon to be~ 
lieve - from the II th Chapter of this p.rft 

U !2. Epiftle 
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\148 Vefonce of the VoClrine 
Epiftle to the Corinthians, v. 2.3. that the 
Apoftle means by that Expreilion all thofe 
Precepts of the Chrifiian Religion which they 
had received from him, or which he had de­
livered to them: The Word :tradition being 
the fame in Senfe with delivering . 

.A. S H 0 R T Infpe8:ion into the Greek Text 
of this Verfe, will, I believe, fatisfy the 
learned Reader in the Reafonablenefs of this 
Opinion. * Fur I have received if the Lord 
(fays the Apofile) that which I alfo {leli'Vered 
unto )'ou, that the Lord Jefus, in the fame 
Night in which he was betraJ'ed, took Bread, 
&c. From whence 1tis evident, that one of 
thofe Things which he delivered to them, 
i. e. one ofllis crraditions, was our Saviour's 
Inftitution of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper: And I think there is no Reafon to 
doubt, that the Apoftolick Decree was ano­
ther; inafmuch as he was appointed to de~ 
polite this Decree with the feveral Churches, 
~s he travelled through them. t 

I A P P RE-

.. 'Byw ykp '1rct.pE1.a/3ou a?l'D Tg KuplH, .; x«~ 'J"a~';)wl<ct. tl(.liv, aT' "Kt< 
,10,. 'I'1~I1, lV TJ;j vUl<Tl, .j 'J"ap'didoTO, ~1.a!3Ii\l /iPTOV' &c. . .\ 

t And here.f beg Leave. to obferve by the Way, upon the 
wrong Reafom~g of thole who pretend, that the Apof!:olid. 
Decree was ?bhgat~ry only. on thofe to whom the Apoftolicl; 
Letter was l~mcdlatcly directed. Inafmuc~ as it appears 
from At1s XV1. that after St. Paul had pailed thro' AmiDe!., 
Syria, and GUicia, whither the Letter was directed; he came t';, 
D'rbe, Lyflra, and lconium. And as they went through the Gi· 

tirs; 
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of Abftinence from Blood. 149 

I A P PRE HEN D, that there are feveral 
other References to this Decree -in' feveral 
other Paffages of St. Palll's Epiftles; fuch as 
that I Cor. vi. 1.3. Meats for tk Belly, and 
the Belly for Meats, &c. And that other 
Paffage, 2. Cor. xi. '3 I. where the A poftle 
expreffes his Fears of their being feduced by 
falfe Teachers, as Eve was by the Subtlety of 
the -Serpent.· Now we know that' the Ser­
penes Delufion was his perfuading Eve that 
the Food, which God had 'forbidden, mjght 
yet fafely be eaten. 

ISH ALL add but one more, which I think 
no candid Man can deny to have a plain Re­
ference to the Point before us: It is in the 
12th Chapter to the Hebrews, v. 16. Left 
there be any Fornicator, or profane Peifon, as 
Efau, who jor one MorJel of Meat fold his 
Birthright. This I take to be a Caution 
agaiIlft Fornication and forbidden Food. 

THE Birthright ofCqriftians is their Inhe­
ritance in Rea ven; and how any Man could 
forfeit that by eating one Morfel of Meat, 

ties, tkey (that is he and Silas) delivered them the Decrees /or' to 
keep tha't were ordained of the Apoftles and Elders that were at 
Jerufalem, v. 4-
.' From whc::nce it appears, that as theA poll:olick. Decree was 
of univerfal Concern, it was depofited with the feveral Churches. 
as tlJ.e Apoll:les pa~ed ~rough them. 

other .. 
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'150 Vefonce of the 'I1oClrine 
otherwife than by eating it in a profane Con­
tempt of the divine Command, I own I can­
not conceive. 

./' . 
o THE R S may fport with what I think 

Perdition. There may be much Fortitude 
and Dexterity in dancing upon the Brink of a 
Precipice, but furely there is but little Wifdom 
in it. - Security from Sin is not among the 
Privileges of Mortality; it were too much 
Prefumption to pronounce upon infuring Sal­
vation: Our Refolutions however are our 
own; and thus far I am determined, - that, 
with God's Affifiance, I will never barter my 
Birthright, I will never rifque my Inheritance 
jn Heaven, for a MQr[elofMeat. 
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of Abftinence from Blood. 

An A ~ S WE R to the Popftript an; 
nexed to the ~uejlion about Blood 
flated, &c. 

HAD faid in my fecond Diifer­
tation upon Blood, B'c. that the 
TranfacHon at Antioch,. men­
tioned At1s xiii. happened feven 

~~~..., Years before the Decree againft 
Blood and Things ftrangled was paffed by 

. the A poUles at Jerufolem; and I own frankly 
that I faid this upon the Credit of Archbifuop 
Ufher, who had taken Pains to fettle the 
Chronology of the feveral Tranfaaions of the 
holy Apoftles mentioned in the Afts; and as 
the Merits of the Caufe no way depended 
upon that Point, I little thought I 1hould 
ever be called to an Account for it. How­
ever, my learned Adverfary was, it feems, 
refolved not to let the flighteft Slip of my 
Pen pafs uncenfured. - Nay, rather than 
let me efcape, he determined that Men of the 
greateft Credit in the learned Wodd ihQuld 
fuffer with me. 

IOWN 
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low N they are Men, with whom I cou1d 
aIm oft be contented to err ; (at leaft, with 
whom I am more than contented to be con­
terImed) but as I am far from being yet con..;. 
vinced that they have erred, I will take upon 
me to fuew, that. my learned Adverfary hath 
no Caufe of Triumph from his imaginary 
Conquerl over them. - A Triumph over fo 
obfcure a Man as I am, wbuld add little to 
his Glory: But UJber, Grotius, and Peaifonj 
were Heroes worthy of his Arubition. 

I N the firft Place then, j I take it for 
granted, that the Reafon affigned by my Ad ... 
verfary; why the Time of St. Patti s being in 
1erufllem, mentioned A8s xv. ,is thought 
the fame with that mentioned Gal. ii. are 
right: ~ So far I agree with him. ----- But 
the Reafons he urges to prove, that thofe 
two Paffages do not refer to the fame Time; 
are, I muft own, far from being fatisfa&ry 
to me. - The Reader will judge for him­
felf. 

HIS fir~ i~ as .follows, (PoJIfc· p. 3~), 
" For firft It IS fald in the 15th Chapter of 

~ (C the AEls, that as Paul and Barnahas went 
" to jerufllem, through Phamice ;lnd Sama­
" ria, they declared the Converfion of the 
" Gentiles; and that when they were come 
" to Jerufllem they were received of the! 

" Ch&rchl 

Digitized from Best Copy Available 



of 4hflinence from Blood" 1 5 3 
" Ghurch, and of the Apoftles, and Elders; 
" and that all the Multitude kept Silence, 
" and gave Audience to BarnabaJ and tiJ>attl, 
"declaring what Miracles and Wonders 
" God had wrought among the Gentiles. 
" Whereas in that Account which St. 'Paul 
" gives of himfelf in the 2d Chapter of Gala­
" tians, he fays, that when he came to Je .. 
" rufolem.he communicated unto them that 
" Gofpel • which he preached unto the 
" Gentiles, but privately, and only to them 
" that were of Reputation." 

Now thefe Accounts this learned Gentle ... 
man thinks fo different, that they' canno~ re ... 
fer to one and the fame Time. 

B U l' with great Sl1.bmiffion, if he had 
pleafed to have tranfcribed a little more from 
the 2d.Chapter of the Epiftle to the Gala­
tia1J.f, the Reader would have found, that 
both thefe Accounts were perfeal y .confifient ; 
- he would have found, (v. 9') that when 
James, Cephas and John perceived the Grace 
that was given to St. Paul, they gave him 
and Barnabas the Right Hand ofFellowfhip; 
that is, they admitted them into their Society, 
and received them as Apoftles. And when 
they were fo received of them, there was no 
doubt of their being fo received of the whole 
Church: And then what fhould hinder them 
from coming to, and fpeaking their Thoughts 

X in 
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154 Vefonce of the VoClrine 
in that Affembly, by which the Decree of 
Jerufolem was paffed. 

, 

FOR my Part, I can conceive no kind of 
Inconfiftency in thefe Relations. - Nay, I 
think it demon1h:able from two or three other 
Circumftances, that thefe two Relations muft 
refer to the fame Time. 

FOR, 1ft. from Al1s xv. it appears, that 
.Barnabas 'went with St. Paul to Jerufolem, 
and was with him at the Council there. 
From Gal. ii. it appears, that St. Paul took 
the Journey to 1erufolem, there mentioned, 
in Company with Barnabas and '.Titus. Now 
foon after the Apoftolick Decree, Paul and 
Barnabas feparated upon a very :lharp Con­
tention, and never more travelled together 
that ~ve know of. Confequently, the Jour­
ney to 1erufllem, mentioned Gal. Ii. muft be 
the fame with that mentioned AC1s xv. 

':).J1,. FRO M AEls xv. it appears, that 
when the Decree at Jertifcdem was paffed, 
Paul and Barllabas were fent with it to the 
Gentiles; and that the firft Place they went 
to was .Antioch, where they continued fome 
Time: From Gal. ii. it appears, that Paul 
and BarnabaJ were admitted into the Col­
lege of (he Apoftles to this very End, that 
they fhould be fent to the Gentiles: It ap­
pears a1fo from the fame Epiftle, that when 

they 
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of Abfltnence from Blood. 1 j S 
they were fent, they went into Antioch, for 
immediately after it follows, (Gal. ii. II.) 
but when Peter came to Antioch, I withJlood 
him Face to Face, &c. And what makes this 
Argument unanf werable, is, that this is the 
only Time after the Apoftolick Decree, that 
St .• Peter was at Antioch, at the fame Time 
that St. Paul was there. 

To fum up all; - the Reafons why 
thefe two Relations of Gal. ii. and Acts xv. 
are believ~d to refer to the fame Journey, are 
in fhort thefe. 

I. BEe A USE St. Paul's Errand was the 
fame in both Relations, viz. to communi­
cate to the Apoftles the Gofpel which he 
had preached among the Gentiles. 

~. BEe AU S E this was fuch an Errand 
as, being once delivered, never needed to 
be repeated; and confequently, there was 
no need of two Journies for it. 

3. BEe It.. USE both Relations mention his 
travelling to Jerufllem with Barnabas, which 
he never did after the Time of the Council. 
And, 

4. BEe A U SE both Relations mention his 
being at Antioch immediately after this Jour­
oey to 'JeruJalem, and one of them his me.et-

X ~ Ing 
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ing St. Peter ~here, which could only be foon 
after the Apoftolick Council. - In both Re­
lations he travelled to the fame Place, in the 
fame Company, upon the fame Errand. -
He returned to the fame Place, in the fame 
Company, upon the fame Errand. - Here 
are all the Characters of Samenefs that can 
well be imagined! 

Now how are all thefe Reafons to be 
evaded, and invalidated? Nothing eafier: 
- 'Tis but fuppofingSt. Paul to have taken 
another Journey to Jerufalem four Years af­
ter the Apoftolick Decree, and to have met 
Barl'JabaJ fomewhere upon the Road, and fo 
the Work is done, (f. 14.) 

ALL this is very well; - 'tis very inge .. 
nioufly imagined. - The only Q!1eftion is, 
Whether it hath either Reafon or Scripture 
to fupport it? 

St. P,AU L went again to Jerufa/em (fays 
my learned Ad verfary ) four Years after the 
Apoftolick Decree. To what Purpofe? 
Why, by my Adverfary's own Ccnfeffion; 
to do what he had already done four Years 
before, (Pq/fj. p. 2.) " to communicate to 
" the A pofties that Doctrine which he had 
" preached to [he Gentiles." - To commu­
nicate that Doctrine privately and to partieu .. 
Jat Perfons;, which he had before communi .. 

cated 
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of Abftinence from Blood. 157 
cated publickly to the whole Church, i. e. 
to do that fufpicioufly, unneceffarily, and 
unfeafonably, which he had before done 
openly, feafonably, and as the Nature and 
Reafon of Things required. 

St. P .A U L having been made an Apoftle 
hy immediate Revelation, without the Privity 
of the Apoftolick College, nothing could be 
more reafonable, than that he fhould firft 
communicate the Gofpel he preached to the 
Apoftles, fo far as to fatisfy them of the Truth 
of his Miffion, before they admitted him into 
their Number. -This was neceffary to pre­
vent an early and a dangerous Schifm in the 
Church. - And this he himfelf affures us 
that he did (Gal. ii.) But doing all this, 
four Years after all this was done, in an in­
verted Order, is a kind of ConduCl: which, I 
own, I have not Capacity to comprehend. 

i 

BE SID E s, if I could comprehend it, 
what am I to think of St. Luke? His Credit 
·muft fuffer exceedingly, either as an Annalift, 
or an Hiftorian, upon this Suppofition. -
St. Luke (a Native of Antioch) was, in aU 
Probability, St. Patti's Companion, from the 
Time of his Return to that City, after the 
Apoftolick Decree; at leaft, he was profef­
fedly his Companion from the Time of his 
being at 'Iroas, which was in the very Year 
of the Apoftolick Decree. That the Apoftle 

fhould 
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1 5 8 Vefonce of the 9)oElrine 
fuould take Journies before this, of which the 
Evangelift takes no Notice, is not at all fur­
prizing. - The Tranfactions of the other 
Apoftles principally employed his Pen before 
St. Paul was received as an Apoftle: But 
whoever reads the Acts of the holy Apoftles, 
will clearly fee, that St. Luke never lofes 
fight of St. Patti from the Time of his re­
turning to Antioch after the A poftolick Coun­
cil, till he had fetded him in Rome, which was 
about ten Years after: And that St. Paul is the 
only Apoftle whofe Tranfacrions he recites 
during that whole Period. And at the fame 
Time that he a8:s in this Character, to fup­
pofe him to omit one intire Journey, to, and 
from 'Jertifalem, is fuppofing fo monftrous a 
Neglect and Inconfiftency, as I could not al­
low myfelf to impute to any Annalifts or 
Hiftorian of common Credit, and much lefs 
to an Evangelift. Nor do I fee how my 
Adverfary can get rid of this Difficulty, but 
by owning, that the Apoftle's Errand in this 
fecond fuppofed Journey was fo idle, that 
the Evangelift was afhamed to mention it. 

AN 0 THE R Reafon why this learrled Au­
thor thinks thefe two Relations cannot refer 
to the fame Time, is, (p. 4.) becaufe St. 
PattI fays in his Epiftle to the Galatians, 
" that he went up this Time by Revelation; 
" whereas it is manifeft, when he went up 
gC from AfI1tioch, (as mentioned .At] j xv.) 

" that 
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" that he was fent by the Church at Antioch 
" on purpofe to confult the Apofiles at 1eru­
"folem. Which Accounts are fo exceeding­
" ly different (fays my Adverfary) that one 
", cannot well imagine the TrallfaClions re­
" ferred to by them could happen at the 
" fame Time of St. Paul's being at jera­
" fllem. 

I AN S W E R, That thefe Accounts do in­
deed relate different Circumftances of the fame 
TunfaCl:ion; but furely this can never make 
them any Way inconfiftent. Is it any In­
confifiency, that St. Paul1hould be commif- / 
fioned by the Church at Antioch to go up 
to Jertifalem, and at the fame Time com­
manded by God to go thither? Balaam was 
defired by Balak's Servants to come to their 
Mafier, and at the fame Time commanded by 
God to go. 

St. P E 7' E R was intreated by the Mef­
fengers of Cornelitts to go to their Mafier, 
and at the fame Time commanded by God 
to go. 

FOR my Part, I think there is good Rea­
fon to believe, that St. Paul never went to 
Jerufllem, or any where elfe, from the Time 
of his Converfion, othcrwife than by Reve­
lation;' that all his Journeyings were by the 
DireCl:ion of' the Spirit of God. - Thus 

much 

/ 
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much is certain, that his three Miffions to the 
Gentiles were by Revelation; that he jour .. 
nied thus to Philippi, and to Rome: And it is 
alfo certain, that the next Time he returned to 
Jeru.falem, was by Revelation (AlIJ XX, 22.) 

Ie is alfo certain, that once he was forbidden 
by th-e Holy Ghoft to preach the Gofpel in 
.Ajia; and another Time, when he had a 
Mind to go to Bithynia, the Spirit .fo.ffered him 
not (AtlJ xvi.) And I fee no Reafon that 
this Time and this Journey fhould be ex .... 
cep~ed from the Influence of the Holy Ghoft, 
when his Errand was of the greateft Impor­
tance. 

THERE is another Circumfl:ance which 
this Gentleman thinks is of no fmall Moment 
(p. 15.) to prove the Journey to Jertifalem, 
(Gal. ii.) not to be the fame with that men­
tioned AtlJ xv.; that in the former the 
A poftles are faid to have recommended to St. 
'PattI to remember the Poor, which there was 
no need of doing, on Suppofition that it was 
the fame with that of ACl J xv. becaufe he 
had done that in the very laft J oUIney be­
fore. 

I BEG Leave to tell the Reader, that upon 
the very firft Sight of this momentuous Ar­
gument of my Adverfary's, I thought fo dif. 
ferently of it, that I had almoft quite forgot 
to take Notice of it; but upon RecolleCl:ion, 

I thought 
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I thought it better to give it this fuort An­
fwer, Very probably the Minifter of this 
Gentleman~ s Parifh may remind him of re­
membring the Poor next Sunday, though 
very poffibl y he did not forget it laft Sunday. 

St. P.A U L tells us, that he waJ always for .. 
ward to do this Work; and that was very pro .. 
bably the Reafon why the Apoftles were for­
ward in deftring him to do it. If this Gen­
tleman were acquainted with the Minifter of 
his Parifh, he would find, that the Men he is 
moft apt to follicite for charitable Offices, are 
the Men whom he knows moft inclined and 
exercifed that Way; and that their having 
done fuch Offices before, and before, and 
before, is the very Reafon why they are 
deft.red to do them again, and again, and 
again. 

U l' 0 N the Whole, I think ~othing can 
hitherto be inferred from our Author's Rea­
fonings, with any Appearance of Probabi. 
lity, againft the Coincidence of thefe two 
Relations, and their Reference to the fame 
Point of Time. 

BUT we are now attacked with a chrono­
logical Argument to the fame Purpofe, which 
my learned Adverfary feerns to think invin­
cible; but to me it appears in quite another 
Light. 

y WHEN 
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WH E N I firft perufed this learned Work, 
I own, I was fomewhat amazed and embar­
taffed with the vaft Apparatus and Wafte of 
Learning, which fo encornpaffed, as in fame 
meafure to incumber it: But upon Enquiry 
my Amazement was foon over. 

WHO EVE R takes the Trouble of reading 
Bifhop Peaifon's AnnaleJ Pardini, will find, 
that this learned Prelate hath left little more to 
thofe who come after, or, to fpeak more pro­
perly, who glean after him upon this Sub­
ject,. than the Trouble of collecting with Care 
what he \ thought not worth taking up. 

TH E Sum of my Adverfary's Argument, 
fiript of all its Ornaments and Appendages, 
-is this: 

St. P .A U L's Journey to 'Jerufolem in the 
Ye.ar of the Decree, was in the Beginning of 
the Year of our Lord 49, (p. 12.) that 
mentioned Gal.' ii. was in the Beginning of 
the Year of our Lord 53, (p. 6.) Confe­
quently, thefe two Journies were at four 
Years diftan~e; and the Decree at Jerufolem 
was four Years earlier than I fuppo1e it. 

. Now the :thort Queftion is, how he 
proves that the Decree at 1erufolem was 
made in the Year 49? 

AND 
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AND his Proof, put in the deareft Light, 
frands thus : . , 

THE Jews were expel1ed the City of Rome' 
by Claudius. This Expulfion, in all Proba­
bility, happened on Account of a Violence 
offered by fome :lews to one of Claudiuls 
Servants, and the Death of fome Romcm Sol­
diers, who were killed in a Fray that hap­
pened between the Jews and Samaritans, 
when Cumal1us and Felix were Governors of 
Judea (in the Divifion of which Galilee fell 
to the Lot of Cumanus, and Samaria to that 
of li'elix.) 

.PG U .A DR.& 7'U S, Governor of Syria, 
was concerned in making up this Di1fention 
between the 1ews and Samaritans. 'p<'!!adrtP­
tus was made Governor of Syria in the 9th 
Year of Clcluditt.f.. 

THE Foundation of this Difpute between 
the Jews and Samaritans, Ollr learned A u­
thor fuppofes to have happened in the Begin­
ning of the 9th Year of Claudius; - and 
the Difpute concluded; - Complaints car­
ried; - the Caufe heard; - and the 
Claudian Editl: publifhed 'before the End of 
the fame Year; - and Aquila and Prijc.illa, 
who were baniIhed by this EdiCl, to have 

Y 2. met 
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met St. Paltl at Corinth, on the Beginning of 
the IOlh Year of Claudius. 

Now the loth Year of Claudius (f~ ys he) 
falls in with the S I fI: Year of Chrift: From 
which deduCting two Years, allowed for St. 
PattI's Peregrination from 'Jerufalem to Co­
rinth, the Year 'of his leaving Jerufolem, 
and confequently of the Apoftolick Decree, 
was the Year of our Lord 49- -

THE ~eader muft obferve how many 
TranfaCtions are' crowded into the Compaf.., of 
one Year to make up this H ypothefis, 

~ tJ AD R A:rU S (fays our learned Au­
thor) was made Governor of Syria in the 9tQ 
Year of Claudius. ' 

Now this, with g~eat Submiffion, hath 
nothing to do with the :Merits of the Cauie. 
The Qp.eftion is not when he was made Go­
vernor of Syria, but when he interpofed in 
the Conteft between the 'Jews and Samari­
tans; and this appears plainly 'and demon­
fir-ably from racitui to have been in the 12th 
Year ofClau~j~~~ ~ rae . ..An. 1. 12. c. 54.) 

BE S I DE S, my learned Adverfary might 
have found from this very Chapter, that Felix 
had been now a long'Time in this Govern­
ment, [Jampridem judx:e impqjitus, fays 

, ''.Tacitus J 
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:tacitus] that he and Cumanus found their 
Account in conniving at thefe Diffentions, 
[Igitur raptare inter fl (fays '.tac. ibid.) im­
mittere latronum globos, componere inJidi(Js €5 
aliquando prteliis congredi, JPoliaque ~ prtedas 
ad procaratoreJ reftrre] This feems rather 
the Work of feveral Years. 

A T length, to prevent Things from coming 
to great Extremity, ~adratus interpofed: 
And this was demonftrably in the I 20th Year 
of Claudius; and if we may judge by the Or­
der of Things, as they are fet down by this 
accurate Annalift, about the Middle of that 
-Year. 

I F we allow after this a reafonable Time 
for carrying the Complaints on both Sides to 
~~adratuJ firft, and afterwards to the Court 
of Rome; - the Conceit that enfued; -
the Decifion of the Caofe ; - and the Edia: 
confequent to it; an Allowance of one Year 
will be found rather too little for all thefe 
Tranfaa:ions. 

~ .A C I ru 8 gives us to underftand, that 
when Claudius heard the Caufes of thefe Com­
motions, he commiffioned 'p<'!!adratus to exa­
mine into the Condua: of the Procurators and 
determine upon it: And Jifephus tells us 
( Ant.!' 20. c. j.) that ~adratus heard the. 
8amaritans and Jews upon this Point at three 
'- different 
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diffcrent Ti~es and Places; IjI. at 9Jre; 
2dly. at Samaria, and 3dly. at Lydda; and 
that after aU this he remitted them to Rome, 
together with CUmantlS, for the Emperor's 
Decifion; who after a fair and full Hearing 
condemned the Sam~ritans. 

I T was probably fame Time before the 
<Parties could agree upon the Methods and 
Melfengers of their Complaints; -- it, took 
fome Time to carry them to 'Ijre, where 
.f5<Jladratus then refided; -- and it took 
-?<.!!adratus fame Time to hear them there 
tirft, and afterwards at Samaria and Lydda; 
~ and after all this, it took fome Time to 
rem'it them all to Cl~1ttditts. And when they 
and the Caufe were brought before him, it 
was natural for Cumanus and Felix, confcious 
of their own Guilt, to give all the Delay they 
could to the Hcaring and Detcrmination of it. 
And Tacitus aifnres us, that they actually did 
io, [Cumanus {;1 Felix cunt1ationem ad fere­
bant, 1. 12. c.S4.] and what Delays could 
Felix contrive, in which he would not be ef­
fetl:ually indulged, on Account of the Power. 
of his Brother Pallas, Claudittls then reign­
ing Favourite, who had IntereH: enough to 
,make h.im a Judge in this very Caufc, where 
he was a Party and a Criminal? 

ALL this confidered, the Edict of Exput­
{ion may very well be referred to the 13th 

Year 
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Year of Claudius. - Some Time muft be 
allowed the 'Jews for departing from the City; 
- and fome Time after this muft be allowed 
Aguila and Prifcilla for travelling-and fettling 
at Corinth; - and they were arrived there 
fome Time before St. Paul came thither. 

AND if we fuppofe St. Paul to have ar­
rived at Corinth towards the Beginning of the 
14th Year of Claudius, then near two Years 
will have e1apfed from the pailing of the 
Apoftolick Decree to his Arrival at that City; 
and then St. Patti's Journey to 'JeruJalem, 
mentioned Gal. ii. and that mentioned .Att.s 
xv. coincide in the Beginning of the Year of 
our Lord 52. 

AND whereas our learned Author thought 
fit to refer St. Paul's fecond Arrival at Jeru-
fllem, mentioned Gal. ii. to the Beginning of 
the Year of our Lord 53, the candid Reader 
will eafily fee, that th~re is no Reafon from 
St. Paul's own Account of it, it to refer to 
that Yeare 

St. P AU L tells us, that three Years after 
his Converfion he went to JeruJalem; and 
then fourteen Years afrer he went thither 
again. Suppofe thefe three and thefe fourteen 
to be complete Years, (which it is not abfo­
lutely neceifary to fuppofe in the Stile of 
Scripture) three and fourteen complete Years 

make 
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make but feventeen complete Years.-­
St. Paul was converted towards the Beginning 
of the Year of our Lord 35 of the vulgar 
/.Era; * feventeen added to thirty-five make 
but fifty-two; and feventeen Years from the 
Beginning of the Yea~ 35, bring us only to 
the Beginning of the Year 52, the ./.Era of the 
A poftolick Edifr. 

Now the only ObjeCl:ion that lies againft 
this Account is this; That both the Interpo­
fit ion of ~adratus, and the Sentence paffed 
upon Cumanus for his Misbehaviour in Judcea, 
ate mentioned together by :facitus; which 
grounds a Prefilmption, that both were in the 
fame Year: And it is probable, that the Ex­
pulfion of the Jew; was not delayed beyond 
the Hearing of the Caufe, and then the Ex­
pulfion of the Jews will be in the I ~th Year 
of Claudius. 

I -A N S WE R, IJI. That nothing is more 
common with the beft Hiftorians than to 
unite the Punifhment of Men with their 
Crimes, for the Sake of Brevity and Perfpi­
cuity, tho' confiderable Spaces of Time have 
paired between them: And therefore no 
ConduCton can be drawn to the Difadvantage 

\'!..f my Reafouing upon this Point from that 
UbjeCl:ion. 

.. See Pearfon's .4nnlfles Palllini. 
';.dly. 
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'1.dly. T HAT afcribing the Expulfion of 
the Jews to the Diforders which happened 
on this Occafion,. is altogether conjeCtural. 
cz'acitus fays nothing ofir, and Suetot)ius, who 
mentions it, only afcribes it to their turbu­
lent Spirit in general [Jlld~os, fays he, im.a 
pu!Jore C H RES TO c1Jidue tttmultuantes Roma 
expulit. * J Now this Decree fterns rather 
levelled againft Chrijlians than Jews: For 
the Jews being the firft Con.verts to the 
Chriitian Religion, the Heathens made no 
DiftinCl:ion between them and Chrifiians for 
fome Time. 

BUT fuppofe the Jews expelled in the 
12th Year of Claudius, and for the Reafons 
ihppofed by Bifhop Pearfln and my Adver­
fary, they were only expelled from Rome, 
and Aquila and Priftilla might have tarried, 
for any thing I fee, in any other Part of Italy 
as long as they thought fit; and their Arri­
val at Corinth might as well have been at the 
Diftance of two Years from the Claudiar) Edict, 

,. Dio obferves (Edit. Leucencl. p. 669.) among other right 
Regulations of Claudius in the Beginning of his Reign, that 
when the City of Rome was exceedingly crowded wIth Je1tJs_ 
he did not expel them, becaufe that could not be done without 
Tumult, but he prohibited their Meetings. Now if we con­
fider the Words of Suetollius, we flull find Reafon to conclude, 
that upon their continuing to crowd the City, and difobeying 
this EdiCt, (as in all Probability they did) CtauJim was in the 
End under a Neceffity of expelling them. 

~ as 

Di itized from Best Copy Available 



t 70 Vefence of the 'IJoC!rinc, 
as at the Diftance of one ~ And the Text only 
tells us, that they were lately come from Italy, 
hecaufl that Claudius had commanded all the 
Jews to depart from Rome. 

BUT however, that the ExpuIfion of the 
Jews was in the 13th Year of Claudius, 
appears to me very evident from another 
Proof. 

, cr A C l:t U S,'tis true, takes no Notice 
of this Expulfion, but he mentions the Re­
ftitution of the RhodialJS to their Liberty, 
and the Privileges granted to the People of 
Ilium, on Account of their Relation to the 
Romans, who vaunted their Defcent from 
Ilium. And both thefe Events he places in 
the 13th Year of Claudius (An. 1. 12. c. 58.) 
Suetonius mentio~s both thefe Events, and 
immediately fubjoins to them the Expulfion of 
the Jews, (in Claud. c. 25.) From whence 
"tis natural to infer, that all thefe Events 
happened about the fame Time. For having 
no ConneCl:ion in the Nature of the Things, 
they could have nothing to connect tht1m in 
the Relation of the Hifiorian, but the Urity 
of Time. * -

THE 

'if Tacitus's' Acc~unt of this Matter, ftript of unnecefTary Cir­
(,~l~franc~s, frand: thus? --:- .Caufa IlienJlum fufcfpta Romanum 
1n'JR demiJIum, 0' Jt~tt.e fitrplS p,ufiDrem .l£ncnm. lllinq; hauJ 

proem 
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THE Reader will pleafe to obferve, that 
my Reafonings in this chronological Contro­
verfy are founded upon the Letter of Scrip­
turc, and upon the Faith of accurate and re­
putable Hiftorians: That I have indulged 
myfelf in no Hypothefis, no imaginary Dates 
of Facts, no imaginary Meetings, no fictitious 
and unneceffary Journies, upon unneceffary 
and unreafonable Errands: And laHIy, I had 
no Hypothefis, or Opinion of my own, to 
defend in this Difputt;: The Affertion that 
drew it upon me being profeffedly grounded 
upon the Cre~Ht of Archbifhop Ujber's Chro­
nology affixed to the Bible. 

HOWEVER my Reader hath hitherto been 
entertained, he will now doubtlefs feel fome 
Satisfaction to find himfelf at the Clofe of a 
tedious and troublefome Controverfy. And 
as the Road he hath paffed through afforded 
fome Variety, and is not yet become a 
beaten Track, it may pollibly be not irkfome 
to him to employ a few Moments in recol­
IcCling the feveral Stages of it. 

procul fn-bulis, 'lJerum fn-cunde exfecutus, impetrat ut l!ienfes om~j 
publico munere Jol.verentur: Eodem Oratore - reddztur Rhodm 
libertas.- Annal. t. 11. c. 5'8. 

Suetonius's thus, - Libertat1Jm Rhodiis ob p£nitentiam 'lJeterum 
deliElorum reddidit. IlienJibus, quafi Roman£ gentis nuElorilluJ. 
tributa in perpetHum remiJit. ,]ud£os, impulfore Chrefto, nJlidstJ 
tumultuanw RDm" ,;c/uJit. (Suet. Claud. t, 2.$.) 

Z 2. Firj, 
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Firjl, I N the firft Place then I endeavoured 
to £hew, that the Grant of Dominion over 
the animal vVorld, and the Grant of the ve­
getable World for Food, given to Adam, 
were in their Nature diftinCt Grants: And 
fhew'd, from a filppos'd Inftance of my Ad­
verfary's Beneficence, that the Idea of Do­
minion did not neceffarily include in it a 
power of eating. 

8econdly, I ENDEAVOURED to {hew, that 
many excellent Ends and Dfes of Life were 
anf wered by the Dominion of Man over the 
Creatures, exclufive of Food. And under 
this Head, I endeavoured to i11uftrate the 
'Vifdom of a gradual Grant· 

'.Thirdly, I ENDEAVOURED to fhew, that my 
Explication of the fubfequent Grant to Noah­
had very little Singularity in it; but was fup­
ported by the Suffrages of many learned and 
eminent Men, Maimonides,. Grotius, Cal met, 
Lc.Lierc, &c. And confequently, that my 
learned Adverfary's Contempt of fome Rea­
fons affigned for the Limitation of that Grant, 
fell not 10 properly upon me, as upon the 
great and learned Men of all Ages whofe 
Opinions I adopted, 

W l-I EN I had removed fome Objections 
that lay in my Way, I then proceeded to 

confidei' 
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confider the principal Points upon which my 
Adverfary grounded his Oppofition to mc, in 
relation to the Apoftolick Decree at Jerufo­
lem. 1 ihewed, 

Fitjl, T HAT Greeks, Genti/es, &c. were 
not ocher Names for ProfelytcJ of the Gate 
throughout the New Teftament. 

8econdly, T HAT St. Pauls Miffion, men­
tioned Affs xiii. was his third; and not, as 
my Author aiferted, his jirjl Miffion to the 
Gentiles. 

1hirdly, T HA T Sergius Paulus cannot ne­
ceifarily be concluded to have been a Profe­
lyte of the Gate, either becaufe he converfed 
with Barjefos, or believed in God: And that 
if he was a Profelyte, for the Reafons affigned 
by my Adverfary, Cornelius was not a Pro­
felyte for the fame Reafons. 

Fourthly, I PRO V ED at large, and by 
.\ many and various Inftances, that the Apoftles 

preached to the idolatrous or non-prof ely ted 
Gentiles before the Decree at Jerujalem. 

Fifthly, THAT St. Paul made many Con­
verts from among the Gentiles at large befo~c; 
his Arrival at '.the.ffilonica. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, T HAT the preaching of the Gof­
pel was not confined to the Jews f-rom the 
Beginning, neither had St. Paul any particu­
lar Million to the Profelytes of the Gate. 

Seventhly 1 IRE M 0 V E D the ObjeCl:ion of 
St. Paul's Silence in relation to the Apofiolick 
Decree in his Epiftles; and fhewed, that it 
holds as ftrong againft the Validity of the 
Second Commandment, as againft that of the 
Apoftolick Decree: And that the Suppofition 
of his permitting Chriftians to eat Things of­
fered to Idols, even in the Idol-Temples, is 
a moft flagrant and injurious Mifiake. 

Eighthly, T HAT Fornication was crimi­
nal in the Senfe of the Old Tefiament. 

I H A V E been the ihorter in recapitulating 
thefe Heads, from an Appl'ehenfion that my 
Reader may have thought me too long in 
difcuffing them. 

I N EXT proceeded to confider fome Points 
objected to me in a Pamphlet called, :The 
Prohibitiol1 of Blood a :temporary Precept. 

To the firfi ObjeCl:ion I anf wered, that I 
placed Abitinence from Blood upon the fame 
Foot with Idolatry and vVhoredom, with 

regard 
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regard to the Divine Prohibition; and no 
otherwife: And;.that I apprehend Abfti­
nence f{om Blood, tho' not ftrialy a moral 
Duty, to be nearly connected with Morality: 
That I confidered it, not as merely eml:>lema­
tical of any Point of Virtue or Religion, but 
as a Ivleans to an End, which mainly difiin­
gui1hes this Duty from the Ceremonies of the 
Law: Befides, that this was re-er~oined when 
thofe were aboli1hed. 

IN the next Place Ianfwered that Ob­
jection, " That A bftinence from Blood was 
" only enjoined in the View of the Atone­
" ment to be made by Chrift," by fhewing, 
IJI. That this was not the fole Reafon of that 
Injunction; and in the next Place, That if it 
had been the fole Reafon known to us his 
Maxim of Cejfonte ratione, cejfot lex, will not 
always hold good. I inftanced in the Cafe of 
the ~efi. 

, 

To my learned Adverfary's next Argu­
ment, " 'that the A poftolick Decree was 
" only a Decree of Peace, in order to recon .. 
" dIe Jew and Gentile," I anf wered, I fl. 
by asking, WhetRer this Reconcilement .was 
to be upon Points of fome 1m portance, or 
Points of none: And are Whoredom and 
Idolatry Points of no Importance? And, 
':J.dly. by urging, That the primitive Chrifiians, 
who fhould beft underftand the Decree, ne-

ver 

Di itized from Best Copy Available 



J76 t])eflnce of the :!Jot/fine 
1'"er imagined it to pe what this Author pro .. 
nounces it: And that the filbfequent PraClice 
is the beft Comment upon the Mea~ing and 
Intention of all Laws. 

I N the laft Place I {hewed, by many In­
fiances, that this ingenious Gentleman1s Rule 
of judging of the perpetual Obligation of 
Precepts by their frequent Repetition in the 
Scriptures, was in its Nature dangerous, and 
in Faa: falfe: That the Duties of this Decree 
are thrice recited; which is more than can be 
faid of many Chriftian Precepts of the high eft 
1m portance: And that there are befides this, 
frequent Allufions to them, throughout St. 
Paul's Epiftles; and that the Repetition of 
the fame Precepts in the Scriptures is by forne 
made an Objection againft the divine Autho­
rity of them. 

A s to my other learned Adverfary's Pofi'. 
fcript ill relation to the Time of the Apofto­
lick Decree, the Reader will, I hope, for­
give me the Prefumption of endeavouring" to 
clear Archbifhop Ufher's Credit from the 
Objections urged againft his Chronology in 
this Point. 

THE beft Apology I can make, is, that I 
have attempted this as '-briefly as I could; 
and anticipated very little of-that Pleafure 
which the learned Reader will find in that 

great 
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great Man's OWll Account of this Matter. 
Befides, I was in fame meafure accountable, 
if not for following, yet at leaft for adhering 
to any Authority which fo learned an Ad ... 
verfary thought fit to conteft with me~ 

I H A V E nOw done with every thing ob .. 
jeCl:ed to me by my learned Ad verfaries .. 
But tho' I have done queftioning them, I can ... 
not help putting this Qyeftion to my !elf over 
and over again, \-\'hat could tempt them to 
fet themfelves fo eagerly and fo vehemently 
againft me in this Point? Is it criminal, is 
there any Guilt in endeavouring to reftore a 
Precept confeffedl y A poftolical, to its primi­
tive Obfervance? Are the Duties of it either 
dark or doubtful? Or the Obfervance of it 
either dangerous or difficult? Confeffe~ly 
otherwife: Nothing plainer; nothing eafier; 
no~hing fafer. 

I s any moral Duty, is any natural In­
fiina: controlled by the Prohibition of Blood ? 
I am fure no Inftinct that I know of which 
can properly be called human: Or will ever 
be owned by any but Circe's Herd. And as 
for Morality, I know no ObjeCl:ion to it but 
its Enmity to Luxury and Intemperance. It 
would, perhaps, puzzle a Schoolman to find 
any other Objection againft it; it would 
puzzle Apiciu.i to find out any other Reafon 
for it. Methinks then we might exooftulate 

A a ... with 
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with fome of thofe who receive our Exhorta­
tions upon this Point with fo much Difdain, 
as Naamar/s Servants did with their Lord, 
!l Kings v. 13. My Fathers, if the Apoftles 
bad hid you do flme great 'fbing, would ye not 
have dam it? Or as Mofls (pardon the Com­
parifon) with the perverfe !fraelites, Deut. 
xxx. I I, 12, 13, 14, 19. For this Command­
ment is 110t hidden from thee, neither is it for 
off: It is 110t in Heaven, that thou JhouldejJ fly, 
Who fball go rtp for us to Heaven, and bring it 
to us, that we may hear it, and do it? Nei­
ther is it heyond the Sea, that thou fhould~f1 jay, 
Who jbalt go over the Sea for us, and bring it 
unto (-IS, that we may hear it, and do it? Bttt 
the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy Mouth, 
and ilZ thy Heart, that thou mayeft do it.­
I call Heavm and Earth to record this Day 
againjJ YOtt, that I have fit befor~you Life and 
Death, Bleffing al1d Curjing; therefore chaft 
Life, that both thou and thy Seed may live. 

BUT this is a pofitive Inftitution. -- Sup­
pofe it filCh: - Is human Nature in more 
Perfection now than at the Creation? And 
hath our Fall fo far exalted us above our firfi 
Parents? Whatever the Forbidden Fruit was 
in. the Wifdom of the Prohibitor, was it nO[l 

wlth regard to Adam, a pofitive Inftitution! 
And are fuch Reftraints ftill irrational to· 
wards us, from that Being who hath not Ief! 

ever 
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even the Angels of Heaven to the free un­
£orrefred Guidance of their own W ifdom ! 

,G 00 D God, What would human Vanity 
aim at, and where will its Arrogance end! 
.Are the ·Refiraints even of infinite and uner­
ring Wifdom irrational to Creatures of our 
Excellence! Behold, he put 110 'Lf'ujl in his 
Servants, a1Jd his Augels he charged with 
Folly; how much lefs in them that dwelt in 
Houfls of Clay; whofl Foundation iJ in the 
DI!fI; which are crtifhed hefore the Moth? 
Jo~ iv. 18, 19. 

THA T this Command was plainly, ex­
prefly and folemnly given by the Apoftles, 
is not denied; That it ever was as plainly 
and exprefly repealed, is not pretended. 
Can it then be made a Quefiion, which is the 
fafe Side in this Controverfy? The Adverfaries 
Plea is at beft but doubtful. Suppofe our 
Obedience in this Point intitled to no Reward 
of Piety; Common Senfe cannot refufe it the 
Praife of Prudence: For, Prudence will al­
ways be on the fafe Side. 

BUT it is a flight and a trifling Affair.­
I anfwer, That the Matter of the Command 
is indeed feemingly of no mighty Moment ; 
But can the Command itfelf be called fo? A 
Command from God flight, and of fmall 
110ment! Allow this the leafl: of all the 

A a 2 Command-
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Commandments of God, can you forget that 
dreadful Denunciation of our Saviour's, Matt. 
v. WhoJoever jhall hreak one of thife leajl Com­
mandments, and jhalt teach Aten jo, be jhaJJ 
he called the leafl in the Kingdom of Heaven? 
Can you forget that Ine Caution and Obfer­
vation of the Apoftle s, A little Leaven leaven­
eth the whole Lump. Eating an Apple was 
feemingly as flight an Affair as this: And yet 
one Tranfgreffion in that Trifle loft Adam 
and his Pofterrty Paradife. Eating a Mefs of 
Pottage, in the Extremity of Hunger, was 
flemingly more innocent and of lefs Moment 
than either ofthefe : And yet that Indulgence 
10ft liftltt his Birthright.. Heaven is the 
Birthright of Chriftians, as the Bleffing was 
BJatt's. - I will repea.t it once more: ---­
By God~s Affifiance, 1 will never barter my 
Birthrighr, I will never rifque my Inheritanc~ 
in Heaven" for one Morje! of lJ1eat. 

FINIS, 
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I. AN Hiftorical Dl1fertation on Idola-
trous Corruptions in Religion from 

the Beginning of the World; and on the 
Methods taken by Divine Providence in Re­
forming them. In the Courfe whereof the 
Divine Origineofthe Law of Mojes, is proved, 
againft the Objections of fuch as have thought 
that Law deducible from the Rites and Cuf­
toms of the Egyptians and other Gentiles. 
And in which divers Cavils of the Deifl:s 
againft Revelation are occafionall y confider'd. 
In Two Volumes. Price 10 s. 
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A New and Beautiful Edition of 

II. Dr. Nichols's Paraphrafe on the Book of 
Common-Prayer, and Adminiftration of the 
Sacrament, according to the Ufe of the Church 
of England, with the Pfalms of David para­
phraH:d: Together with the Lives of the 
Apojlles, and an Account of the Original of 
the Fajls and FeaJis of the Church, with fe .. 
veraTof the Rubricks occafionally examin'd. 
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III. Revelation Examin'd with Candour: Or, 

A Fair Enquiry into the Senfe and Ure of the 
feveral Revelations exprefly declared, or fuf­
:ficiently implied, ~o .be given to Mankind 
from the Creation, as they are found in the 
13ible. In feveral Differtations on the follow­
ing SubjeCts, viz. 

VOL. I. 
I. Of the forhidden Fruit. 
II. Of the Knowledge oj the Brute World con­

vey'd to Adam. 
III. Of his Knowledge of Marriage. 
IV. Of the SkiD of Language iufofod into 

Adam. 
v. Of the Revelations immediately following 

the FaIt. 
VI. Of the Mofaic Account of the Fall. 
VII. Of Sacrifices. 
VIII. Of the CorruptiofJJ of Mankind, which­

occajioned the Deluge. 
IX. Of the Natural Caufls made ufo of by 

God to flood the Earth. 
X. Of the Ends of Divine If/ifi/om al1.fwer'd 

by the Deluge. 
~I. Of the Objei! ions to the Mofaic Account 

of the Deluge. 
XII. Of the Concurrence of all Antiquity with 

the Mofaic Account of the Flood. 
XIII. Of -other ~JlimonieJ relating to the 

Deluge. . 
XIV. Of the DijficuitiC.IrelatitJg to Noah's Ark. 
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VOL. II. 

I. O/the GrantfAnimalFood made to Noah 
after the Floo . 

II. Of the Building if Babel. 
III. Of the PrediElions relating to Ifhmael. 
IV. Of Circumcifi.on. 
v. Of the DfjlrttBion ofSodom and Gomorrah. 
VI. Of the Command given to Abraham, to 

flcrifice his Son. 

Bya profefs'd Friend to an honefl: Freedom 
of Thought in Religious Enquiries. 

IV. The Sacred Clqf!ics defended and illuf­
trated: Or, An Effoy humbly offer'd towards 
proving the Purity , Propriety, and true 
Eloquence of the Writers of the New :t ejla­
mente In Two Parts. In the Firft of which 
thofe Divine Writers are vindicated againfl: 
the Charge of barbarous Language, falfe 
Greek, and Solecifms. In the Second is 
{hewn, That all the Excellencies of Style, and 
fublime Beauties of Language and genuine 
Eloq1Jence do abound in the facred Writer.s of 
the New cfeJIament. With an Account of 
their Style and Charafler, and a Reprefenta­
tion of their Superiority, in feveral Inftances, 
to the beft Clalfics of Greece and Rome. To 
which are fubjoin'd proper Indexes. Vol. I. 
The Second Edition. Price Bound 6 s. 
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V. The Sacred ClaJlics defended and illuf­
trated. The Second and Lafl: Volume. In 
Three Parts. Containing, I. A farther De­
mcnftration of the Propriety, Purity, and 
found Eloquence of the Language of the 
New 'I ejJament Writers. II. An Account of 
the wrong Divifion of Chapters and Verfes, 
and faulty Tranflations of the Divine Book, 
which weaken its Reafonings, and fpoil its 
Eloquence and Native Beauties. III. A 
Difcourfe on the Various Readings of the 
New'Iejlament. With a Preface, wherein is 
fhewn the N eceffity and Ufefulnefs of a New 
Verfion of the Sacred Books.. And a v~ry 
Copious Index. 

VI. An IntroduCl:ion to the ClaJlics: ~ Con­
taining a 1hort Difcourfe on their Excellencies; 
and DireClions how to Study them to Advan­
tage: With all Effayon the Nature and Ufe 
of thofe EmphaPical and Beautiful Figures 
which give Strength and Ornament to Writing. 
The Third Edition, with Addition.$, and an 
Index. Price Bound ~ s. 6 d. 
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Learned A. Blackwall, M, A. 
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.lions of a Chriftian Life. By a Divine of 
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