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SPEECHES 
AND 

DEBATES 
IN THE 

lloufe of Co1nmon.r, 
DURING 

The Sixth and Laft Seffion of the Sixth 
Parliament of Great-Britain. 

~~=\1,.~~~ P 0 N the Death of his MaJ' ell.:r King The Parliament 
n1 meet June 1.7, 171.7, 

G E 0 R G E I, the Parliament, though on Occaiion <?fthc 

ed h h f h Death of Kmg 
prorogu tOt e 2]t 0 june, met on t e George 1. and_the 

I sth being the very next Day after the Acceffion of Kin, ' ~*~ Arrival of the Exprefs with the News ; in 
pUl'fuance of the Aa of the 4th and 5th of 
~een Anne, Chap. 8, by which it is en· 

aaed as follows, viz. ' That this prefent Parliament, or any 
• other Parliament hereafter fummoned by her Majefty, her 
' Heirs and Succeffors, fhall not be determined or dHfolved by 
' the Death or Demife of her faid Majefty, or of her Hein 
• and Succeffors ; but fuch Parliament ihall continue, and im .. 

V o L. II. A ' mediately 
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Anno 1. Ceo. 11. ' mediately meet fit and all: notwithftanding fuch Death or 
~ ' Demite, during th~ Time of fix Months, unlefs the fame 

' fhall be fooner prorogued, or diffolved, by fuch Perfon who 
' fhall be ne:xt Heir to the Crown of this Realm inSucceffion.' 
The Parliament being met accordingly was prorogued by Com
m:;li.ou from his Maje~y King George the Second, till the 
27th of June, on which Day his Majefty came to the Houfe 
of Peers, and being feated on the Throne with the ufual So
lemnity, and the Commons being fem for and attemling, his 
Majefty made the followi1Jg Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
!i~~g 5[~~~~e0~1 • " I Am perfuaded that you all 1hare wirh me in my Grief 
to tn~ Paii:amcnt, " and Afflitl:ion for the Death of my late Rolial Father, 
at l.j' Acceffion to 1 
fhe Crown. " which, as it brings upon me the immediate Care and. 

" Weight of the Government, adds very much to my Con
" cern, left I ihould not be as fuccefsful in my Endeavours, 
" as I am, above all Things, defirous to make you a great 
" and happy People. 

" I heartily wifh, that this firft folemn Declaration of my 
" Mind in Parliament, could fufficiently exprefs the Senti
" ments of my Heart, and give you a perfetl: and j uft Senfe 
'' of my fixed Refolution, by all poffible Means, to merit 
" the Love and AffeCtion of my People, which I fhall al· 
'' ways look upon as the befi: Support and Security of my 
" Crown. 

" And as the Religion, Liberty, Property, and a due Exe~ 
" cution of the Laws, are the moil: valuable B!effings of a 
" free People, and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation, 
H it £hall be my conftant Care to preferve the Conftitution 
" of this Kingdom, as it is now happily efi:ablifrlCd in Church 
'' and State, inviolable in all its Parts ; and to fecure to all 
., my SubjeCts the full Enjoyment of their Religious and Civil 
H Rights .. 

" I fee with great Pleafure the happy EfFeCl:s of that Vigour 
" and RdOlution. which was exerted in the laO: Seffion of 
" Parliament, for the Defence of the Rights and PoJTeffions 
" of this Narion, and for maintaining the Tranquility and 
•" B1lat~cc of Power in Europe. The ii:riCl: Union and Har
•' mol~}". which has hitherto fubfifted <1mong the Allies· of 
" the Treaty of Hanover, has chiefly contributed to the 
~· ncar ProfpcCt of a. General Peace ; I have therefore given 
H all my Allies the ftrongeft A:ffurances of purfuing the fame 
" Mcnfures, and of making good the Engagements entered 
'' into by the Crown of Great Britain. 

·~ The Chearfulr.efs v;ith which the Supplies necdfary for 
" carrying on this great Work were raifed, making it but 
'; jtd~ tL~tc t!lC publick Expence fhould be ldfened~ as foon 

" as 
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., as the Circumftances of Affairs will permit; I have already Anno z. Ceo. u. 
H given Orders for fending back fame of the Regiments ~ 
H brought from Ireland, and will proceed to reduce my 
.. Forces, both by Sea and Land, as foon as it can be done 
c. without Prejudice to the common Caufe, and con!iftent 
n with the Intereft of my Kingdom. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
u You know very well, that the Grant of the greateR: 

" Part of the Civil Lift Revenues is now determined, and 
H that it is neceffary for you to make a new Provifion for 
c' the Support of me and my Family. I am confident it is 
" needlefs for me, in any particular Manner, to recommend 
cc to your Care the Confideration of what fo nearly and per
'' fonaUy concerns me ; and I am perf uaded, that the Ex
.c perience of paft Times, and a due Regard to the Honour 
"' and Dignity of the Crown, will prevail upon you to give 
'' me this firft Proof of your Zeal and AffeCtion, in a Man• 
'' ner anfwerable to the Necefiities of my Government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I recommend it to you to give all poffible Difpatch to 

" fuch Bufinefs as fhall neceffarily be brought before you ; 
" the Seafon of the Year, and the Circumftances of Time 
" requiring your Prefence in the Country, and making it 
" improper to carry this Seffion into any great Length." 

The Commons being retum'd to their Houfe, Mr Speaker 
reported his Majcfty's Speech to both Houfes. Hereupon ~~;,!;; ~~~~eRd· 
Sir Paul Methuen mov'd, 'That an humble Addrefs be drels ofl>·nJ,,. 

prefented to his Majell:y, to condole upon the Death of his ~~~~·~~.rrt~,'.~~· 
late Royal Father ; to congratulate his Majetly on his happy 
Acceffion to the Throne; and to return his Majeily the 
Thanks of this Houle for his moft gracious Speech:' This 
Motion being feconded by Sir Robert Walpole, and vo~ed 
Nem. Con. a Committee was appointed to draw up an ~ld-
drefs upon the faid Reiolution. Sir Robert \Valpole, being 
one of the {aid Committee, immediately drew up an Ad~ 
c3refs ; wl1ich, on the :zgth, was reported, and unanimouily 
agreed to. 

June :g. A Motion being made, that a Supply be grant· 
ed to his Majefty, for the better Support of his Ma
jefty's Houfuold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown; it was unanimoufly refolved to confider of that 
Motion the next Day in a Grand Committee ; which w;:.s 
done accordingly; and therein it was refolv'd, Nnn. Can. to 
grant fuch a Supply to his Majefty. 

]une 30. The Commoi.ls prefented their Addrels to h:s 
Majefty as follows. 

A .z 

Tl1e C:~mmnnt 
r.:! ol ve to ~r.:nt a 
im:·ply, f,,j- the 
Su ,.,..,,,( of t!•e 
h.:r:;:,'~ Hvul;.JJ. 
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· Moil: Gracious Sovereign, 

~ 
' WE your Majefty's moil: dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
' the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af
' fembled, from a grateful Senfe and Remembrance of the 
' many Bleffmgs we enjoyed under the Government of our 
~ late moil: Gracious Sovereign, beg ~eave, in the moil: duti
~ ful Manner, to condole with your Majeily upon the Death 
r of your late Royal Father; a Lofs to this Nation which 
~ your Majefty alone could -pofiibly repair. 

The Addrefl 

' Your immediate Succefii.on banilhed all our Grief; and 
' th~ uninterrupted Contirtuance of the Bleffings we had long 
' enjoyed obliges us,, with Duty and Gratitude, to acknow
' ledge the juit Senfe we have of our prefent and future Hap
' pinefs; and to befeech your Majeily to accept the :fincere 
' Congratulations of yonr faithful Commons, upon your Ma
' jefty's happy Acceffion to the Throne of your Royal An
' ceftors. 

' Your Majefty's moil: Gracious Speech from the Throne 
' requires a more than ordinary Return of Duty and Thank
' fulnefs, for that tender and paternal Care, which you have 
' been pleafed to exprefs for our Religion, Laws, and Liber
' ties, and for thofe ample Aifurances your Majefty has given 
' us, inviolably to preferve the Confiitution of thefe King
' dams, as it is now happily eftablifhed in Church and 
' State; and to fecure to all your Subjects the full Enjoy
~ ment of their Religious and Civil Rights: And as thefe 
« Bleffings are the moil valuable and dear to a free People. 
' and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation; we cannot 
f enough admire your Majeily's Goodnefs, and exprefs our 
' Satisfaction, in this folemn Declaration of your Majefty's 
r Refolution, to make the Good of your People your chief 
' and conftant Care. 

We congratulate your Majefty upon the Preliminary 
Articles being :figned ; and we fee, with great PJeafure, the 

' Beginning of your Majefty's Reign attended with the hap
' py Prefages of a General Peace. The early _Affurances 
' given by your Majefty to your Allies, of purfuing the fame 
' Meafures as your late Royal Father had taken, and of 
' making good the feveral Engagements entered into by the 
' Crown of Great Britain ; as they firengthen and cement 
' that firiB: Union <!.nd Harmony which has hitherto fubfifted 
-' among the Allies of the 'I'reaty of Hanover, fo they confirm 
' to us the Hopes :md ncar Profpect of a general Tranquili
' ty, upon Terms honourable, fafe, and advantageous to your 
· Majefly, and all your Allies. 

' The Regard and Concern which we had, and always 
' fhall have, for the Defence of the Rights and Poffeffions 
' of thi~ Nation1 for vindicatjng the Honour of our Sovereign, 

' and 
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~ and for maintaining the due Bal~ce of Power in E.urope, Anno. 1. Ceo. u. 
r engaged us with Chearfulnefs, during the laft Seffion of r~~7 · 
~ Parliament, to grant the Supplies neceffary for the carrying ~ 
~ on this great Work. And no greater Encouragement can 
' poffibly be given to us, than to lee your Majefty fo early 
' beginning to leffen the publick Expences, and refolving 
' to reduce your Forces both by Sea and Land, as foon as it 
' can be done without Prejudice to the Common Caufe, and 
' confiitent with the Intereft and Safety of this Nation. 

' Thefe many and great Inftances of your Majefiy's Good
' nefs and Concern for the Happinefs and Welfare of your 
~ People call upon us for the higheft Returns of Duty, ZeaJ, 
' and Affection to your Majefty's Perfon and Government: 
" And as we are fully convinced that our own Intereft and 
' Prefervation are infeparable from your Majefty's, we beg 
~ Leave to affure your Majefty, that we will, with our Lives 
~ and Fortunes, maintain and fupport your Majefty's un
' doubted Right and Title to the Imperial Crown of this 
~ Realm, and all other your Majefiy's Dominions, againft 
~ all Attempts whatfoever. 

' Aud whep we refleCt on your Majefty's Royal Virtues, 
~ which promife us all the Bleffings that can flow from a 
' Mind truly Great; when we confider the diftinguifhed 
~ Character of the ~een, your Royal Confort, and the ad~ 
~ ditional Happinefs that defcends to your People from her 
' many Princely ~alities, and remember your numerous and 
~ hopeful Iffue, the lafting Pledge and Security of our happy 
' Eflablifhment; that your Majefty's Crown may fit with 

Eafe and Glory on your Head, we think ourfelves indifpen
' :fibly obliged to aifure your MajeHy, that we will provide 
' fuch a Revenue for the Occafions of your Majefty's Civil 
c Government, as may be fufficient to fupport the Honour 
~ and Dignity of the Crown in its proper and full Luilre. 

To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
'' IRetu.rn you my Thanks for your dutiful and loyal Ad· The Kin~·· e\n· 
" · drefs. The Refolutions of the Commons of Great fwcr tllcrc:to. 

" Britain are, every where, fo highly regarded, that I can· 
" not but receive, with the greatett SatistaCl:ion, this unani-
" mous Declaration of your .Fidelity, Zeal, and Affec1ion; 
u and I will endeavour, by a ileady Care and Concern for 
" the Intereft and Welfare of my People, to anfwer the Ex-
u pettation you have conceived of my Government. 

:July I. Mr Farrer reported the Refolution of the Grand 
Committee, for granting a Supply to his Majelly, for the 

better 
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Anno a. Geo. It. better Support of his Mvefty's Houfuold; nnd of the Honour 
~ and Dignityofthe Crown, which was agreed tQ, Nem. Con. 
Sir R. Wnlpole's July 3. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Motionfo.rfettling Houfe confider'd of the Supply granted to his Ma1eft}' and 
c;m the Kmg the ' :J ' 
entire Revenues Sir Robert Walpole reprefented, 'That ~:1e annual Sum of 
oftheClvil Lift. l ed · d r. tl d h 1a K" c th 7oo,ooo . grant to an 1et e on t e te mg, JOr e 

Support of his Houfhold and of the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown, falling fhort every Year, they had been obliged 
to make it up another Way; and that his prefent Majeity~s 
neceffitry Expences being like to increafe, by reafon of the 
Largenefs of his Family, and of fettling a Houfhold for his 
Royal Confort, he therefore moved, That the entire Reve
nues of the Civil Lift, which produced about 1 oo,ooo I. pe,. 
.Annum, above the faid yearly Sum of 7oo,ooo 1. might be 
fettled on his Majefty during his Life.' This Motion being 
feconded, Mr Shippen ftood up and fpoke as follows. 

Mr Speaker, 
Mr Shippen's ' I agree with the honourable Member who fpoke iirft, 
~~o~;that [Sir Rohert Walpole] That on his Majefty's happy Acceffion 

to the Throne, , there ought to be no other Contention a
mongft us, than who fhould moft contribute to his Service, 
than who fhould exprefs their Duty and Loyalty in the moft 
refpeflful and the moft extenfive Manner. But then I hope 
he will agree with me, that this is to be done with fame Re
gard to thofe we reprefent :That this is to be done, confiftent 
with the Truft repofed. in us; confiftent with that Frugality 
which this Haufe is bound to ufe, whenever the Crown is plea
fed to call upon it, to exercife its great Power of giving Money. 

' Now, notwithftanding what has been urged, I think, we 
fhall fo far depart from this Rule of Frugality, as we exceed 
the Revenue granted to his late Majefty, whether that Ex
ceeding Jhall amount yearly to 93,ooo 1. as computed at the 
higheft by that honourable Member, or to above 1 3o,ooo 1. as I 
have feen it more truly computed hy another. For I re
member very well, that the yearly Sum of 7oo,ooo 1. tho' 
now thought too little, was not obtain'd for his late Majefty, 
without a long andfolemn Debate ; [See VoL. I. p. 21.] and 
it was aUow'd by every one that contended for it, to be an 
ample Royal Revenue. Nor was it ask'd inconfiderately, 
and on a fudden ; it was ask'd on mature Deliberation, 
after the ~een's Civil Lift Branches were found deficient; 
it was ask'd after many Computations had been made of 
every Cha.rge requifite to fupport the Honour and Dignity 
of the Crown, and to maintain the prefent Royal Family ; 
It was ask'd, after duly weighing what Provifwn would 
be fufficient to anfwer all the ordinary and extraordinary 
Occafions of the Civil Government; what would be fuffici
ent to anfwer all proper Augmentationa of Salaries, all rea-

fonable 
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fonable and charitable Penfions, all fecret Services at Home Anno 1 • Ceo. U. 

and Abroad, neceffary to carry on a j uft and wife Adminiftra-~ 
tion: It was ask'd by that honourable Member himfelf and 
others, who were entring into great Employments, who were 
going to tafte of the Royal Bounty, and who therefore could 
not poffibly be fufpeCled to have any Defign of cramping his 
Majefty, by a too contraCted and narrow Revenue. 

' Nor does the late Alteration in the Royal Family call for 
any Increafe of Expence. For if the Efb.blifument for the 
~een fhould be enlarged, w hofe diftinguifhed Character 
and many Princely Virtues, taken Notice of in your Addrefs, 
intitle her to all Degrees of Grandeur, which any form~r 
Q!een Confort ever enjoy,d; I fay, if her Majefty's Efta
blifiunent fuould be enlarg'd, I prefume the Eftablifhment 
for Prince Frederick will be much inferior to that fettled on 
his prefent Majefty when Prince of \Vales. Befides, our ar
dent Wifhes for his Majefty's conftant Refidence in thefe 
Kingdoms, and his Royal Intentions of making us a great and 
happy People, give us Hopes, that many perfonal, many par
ticular Expences in the late Reign, efpecially thofe for frequent 
Journies to Hanover, will be difcontinu'd, and entirely ceafe. 

~ Nor is it any ObjeClion to the Reafoning of that Time, 
when the 7oo,ooo I. was granted to the late King, or to the 
Computations then made, that this Sum is faid to 'have been 
found by the Experience of paft Times, to be not anfwer
able to the Neceffities of the Civil Government. 

' For this Experience could not be found in the ~een's 
Reign, becaufe her Civil Lift Branches feldom amounted to 
6oo,ooo 1. commonly to about 5 so,ooo I. and fornetimes to 
very little above soo,ooo 1. as appears by Accounts former
ly laid before this Houfe ; and I will not fuppofe thofe Ac~ 
counts which were brought from the Treafury to be other
wife than true, in regard to my honourable Friend-I 
ask Pardon, I fhould have faid, the honourable Member, for 
there is no Friendfhip betwixt us. But he muft give me 
Leave to obferve, That when he afferts her Civil Lift 
Branches amounted to above 7oo,ooo 1. yearly, he can only 
tnean the grofs, and not the neat Produce, which is a very 
uncandid and fallacious Way of Arguing. 

Tho' her Revenues were fo low, yet fhe called upon her 
Parliament but once in a Reign of above thirteen Years, to 
pay the Debts contracted in her Civil Government ; and it is 
a J uftice due to the Memory of that excellent Princefs, to 
remind Gentlemen of the unparalell'd Infbnces of her Piety 
and Generofity, which occafion'd thofe Debts. She gave 
the Firft Fruits and Tenths, arifmg now, as the honourable 
Member, who made this Motion, fay~, to t 9,000].. a Year, for 
the A ugmrntation of the Maintenance of the Poor Clergy: She 

gave 
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Anno 1. Geo. n. gave 5000 I. a Year out of the Poft-Offi.ce to the Duke of 
~ Marlborough : She fuifer'd 700 1. a Week to be likewife 

charged on the Pofl:-Office for the publick Service, and by 
that Conceffion loft a vail: Sum, the additional Duty then 
producing only 8ooo I. a Year : She gave feveral hundred 
thoufand Pounds for building the Caftle of Blenheim : She al
low'd Prince Charles of Denmark fOOO I. a Year : She fuftain
ed great Loffes by the Tin Contratt: She f,:pported the poor 
Palatines : She gave too,ooo 1. to the Ufes of the War. 
Thefe, with many other Royal Bounties w~h efcape my 
prefent Remembr~nce, were the Reafons that'l>rought her 
under a Nef;effity of asking for soo,ooo I. But the was fo fen
fible of the Inconvenience, and fo determin' d never to apply 
to her Parliament <.:.gain in the like Manner, that fhe order'd 
a confiderable R~d':lttion to be made of her Civil Govern
ment Expences. I have feen a Scheme of this Reduction~ 
as it was actually fettled a little before her Death, and in
tended to commence the Lady-Day following. 'Twould be 
tedious to go through all the particular Articles of it~ and I 
will only name three or four. The Cofferer's-Office Pay
ments were reduc' d from 8 5 ,ooo I. to 7 5 ,ooo I. The Al
lowances for Foreign Minillers, from 75,ooo ), to 3o,ooo I. 
Penfions and Bounties from upwards of 87,490 I. to 6o,ooo 1. 
Secret Services from z 7 ,ooo I. to zo,ooo 1. a Sum furprizing
ly fmall, when compar'd with the late Disburfements on that 
Head. In iliort, the whole yearly Expences were defigned 
to be reduc'd to 459,941 I. and that would have been done 
without Eclipfing the Glory of the Crown, which, fame Gen .. 
tlemen fo roundly affirm, cannot now be maintain'd under al
moft a double Appointment. 

' From hence it appears plainly, that this Argument of the_ 
Experience of pall: Times can have no Reference to the 
Q!een's Reign. It mull: therefore be apply'd, tho' put in 
the Plural Number, to the late Adminiftration only ; and 
I confefs, if the fame Management was to be continu'd, if 
the fame Minifiers were to be again employ'd, a Million a 
Year would not be fufficient to carry on the exorbitant Ex
pences, fo often, and fo juilly complain'd of in this Haufe. 
For it is notorious, it is frefh in all our Memories, that befides 
the yearly 7oo,ooo I. there have been many occafional Taxes, 
many exceffive Sums raifed, and they have been all funk in 
that bottomlefs Gulf of Secret Service. Firft, the memorable 
2 5 o,ooo I. was rais' d, in Defiance of the ancient Parliamen
tary Methods, to fecure us from the Apprehenfions of a 
Swedifh lnvafion, [See VoL. I. p. 116] Then the two In
furance-Offices were erected in as irregular a Manner~ by a 
Bill brought into this Houfe, at the latter End of a Seffion .. 
and af~er the C:omtnittee ofSup,ply had been clofed, upon the; 

honourable 
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honourable Member's Return into Power ; and tho(e Dub- Anno •· Ceo. n. 
bles paid. near 3oo,ooo I. for their Charters; [Se1 VoL. I. ~ 
p. z 1 5.] Then a new Scene of Affairs opening in Sweden 
chang'd our Enmity into an Alliance, and there was a Subfidy 
of .72,000 1. implicitly granted tQ make good fome fecret 
Bargain and Engagement with that Crown; [See VoL. I. 
p. 2 53.] At the fame Time near 24-,ooo I. were given for 
burning two Merchant-Ships arrived from infeCted Places ; 
[See VoL. I. p. 255.] but tho' the Goods, as well as the Ships 
were paid for by this Haufe, that they might, without In-
jury to the Owners, be dellroy'd for the publick Safety, yet 
moft of them were privately convey'd into Counties adjacent 
to the Port where the Ships lay, 1lnd fold there. Then foon 
after a Sum of soo,ooo l. was demanded and granted for 
the Payment of the Civil Lift Debts ; on which Occafion his 
late Majeftj declared in his Meffage, 'That He was refolved 
c to caufe a Retrenchment to be made of his Expences for the 
1 future:· [See VoL. I. p. 2 57·] But ootwithfianding that Re-
folution, in lefs than four Years, the Neceffities of the Go-
vernment having render'd the promifed Retrenchment im-
praa.icable, there was a new Demand, aod a new Grant of 
5oo,oool. more, to difcharge new Incumbrances, [See VoL. I. 
p. 339·] I might mention too the Spanifh Ships wl1ich were 
taken in the famous Mediterranean Sea-figlit, and, as we have 
Reafon to believe, fold for a confidcrable Sum of Money. 
Nor is it poffible to forget the r 2 5 ,ooo I. [See VoL. I. p. 3 8 5.] 
which we could only be told, the taft Seffion, in a general 
unexplain'd Article, was fecretly difpos'd of, for the publick 
Utility, for the Confervation of the Peace of Europe, and 
for the Security of the Commerce and Navigation of Great 
Britain. 

1 After all thefe and other extraordinary Supplies, I am in-
• form'd there yet remains a Debt in the Civil Government of 
above 6oo,ooo 1. If fo, fure]y there rnuft have been a moft egre
gious Negletl: of Duty, to fay no worfe; there muft have been a 
firange Spirit of Extravagance fomewhere, or fuch immenfe 
Sums could never have been fo foon, fo infenfibly, fquander,d 
away. And it i~ amazing that this Extravagance fhould happen 
under the ConduCt of Perfons pretending to furpafs all their 
Predecefibrs, in the Knowledge and Care of the Publick Re
venue : But we are not to wonder that the World has been 
free in its Cenfures, fince none of thefe Sums have been ac
counted for, fince they have been employ'd in Services not fit 
to be own • d. None but thofe who were in the Secret, and w ha 
had the Difpofal of them, can refute the Refleaions that are 
made without Doors, not only on the Miniftry, but even on 
both Houfes of Parliament,-! mull: fay no more-But 
I heartily wiih, 'hi' Tim~, the ~rca' Difc;Qve,r~r ·of hidden 

Vo•· ll, - · · · ·· B · · Tru~hs ...... 
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Anno l, Ceo. u. Tru~hs and concealed Iniquities, may pi'Qduce a Lift of an 
~ {uc~, if ~y fuch there '!ere, who have been perverted from 

· · ~heu· pubhck Duty by pnvate Penfions ; who have been the 
hired Slaves, and the corrupt lnftrurnents of a profufe a~d 
vain·.glorious Adminiftration. If there have been none fuch_. 
then the whole Weight, then the whole Guilt of the late 
Mifmanagement lies on the Minifters themfelves. 
· ~ But it feems to be Matter of univerfal Joy to the Natioa. 
that the Cafe is like to be alter'd : We hope we are arrived 
at a Day of better OEconorny: We hope fuch PraCtices will 
be fo far from being imitated, that they will be detefted 
and abhorr'd ; nor can any one entertain the leaft Doubt of 
this, when he confiders that a Prince is afcending the Tluone, 
who will choofe a knowing, faithful, and frugal Miniftry ; 
who will not permit his Domeftick or Foreign AfFairs to be 
negotiated· by Bribery and Corruption, for want of Suffi.· 
dency and Skill in Politicks,; whofe Wifdom will enable 
him, and w hofe Goodnefs will incline him, not only to in
fpel't the Management of the Civil Lift Branches, but in 
Jufl:ice to his Parliaments, and in Compaffiori to his People, 
to diretl: and require a due and exatl: Difpo:fition of all the 
other publick Funds, according to their refpeaive Appro• 
priations. 

' Now, jn Confequence of this moftjujl: Notion of his Ma
jefty's Frugality,. which, amongfl: other his innumerable Vir
tues, endears him fo much to his Subjeas, I hope I may,. 
without OfFence, propofe the Addition of fame Words to 
your ~eftion, that may rellrain it to 700,000 1 : And in this 
I as much confult the Service of his MajeO:y, and the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown, as thofe who are for granting 
the Funds without any Reftrifiion. For, in my humble Op~
nion, the Voting a greater Sum than was fettled on his late 
Majefty, is only voting an Indemnity, is voting at leaft in 
Favour of Minifters whofe ConduB:, as I have already hinted, 
if laid before you, and duly examin'd, would perhaps rather 
deferve your Cenfure than Approbation. 

' Befides, the Surplus of thefe Branches is appropriated ~ 
the Sinking Fund ; and, that, I thought had been a Sacred 
Depofitum, referved for the gradual Difcharge of the Natio
nal Debt ;. I thought it would have been.look'd upon as a 
Sort of Sacrilege, to have diverted the leaft Part of it, on 
any Pretence whatfoever, from its original Ufes; and it is as 
furpriz.ing to me, that the honourable Perfon ihou)d be fw; 
deftroying his own Darling Projell:, and that he fbould be 
for pulling down the boafted Monument of his Glory ; as it 
may be to others, that I am for fupporting any Scheme of 
his, which might have tranfinitted. hia Name wUh Advautage 
to Pofterity .. 

'If 
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•Ir-his Majelly was rightly appriz'd of thef~ Circu.mflances, AnDO r. eeo. u. 
he would doubtlefs rather be content with a dear annual Re-~ 
wnue of 700,000 I. than fuft"er his firft Demand of Money • 
by any precipitate Proof of our Zeal, to carry the Ieail: Ap~ 
pearance of being burthenfome to his People, who have long 
laboa.r'd under the Preffure of grievous and exorbitant Taxes ; 
for he has been gracioufiy pleafed to fignify from the Throne 
his fix'd Refolution, [Se.e p. 2.] '' By all poffible Means to 
•• merit their Love and AffeCtion, which he fhall always 
•• look upon as the heft Support and Security of his Crown." 

• I will detain you, Sir. no longer, but deftre you would 
conclude your Q2eftion with thefe Words, 

• In like Manner as they were granted and continu"d to 
• his late Majefty, which make up the clear :yearly Sum of 
• 700,000 I., 

To this Speech no Reply was made, but the . Q!eftio~ 
being put, Sir Robert Walpole's M"otion was agreed to with-

. farth Oppot! • Sit ll. Walpole'• t»ut any ~r at1on. Motio~reed t~tt 
... :J•!J 4- The R~folution of the Committee, in Purfuan~ ~1*1~,.. 
rlf the above Motion. was reported and agreed to, and a BtU 
order'd to be brought in thereupon. . . . . 

JuJ.y S• The Bill, F., the htttir S~~J;ort of his Majtfl.ll 
RDujhoU, &c. was prefented to the Houfe, read the nrft 
Time,. and order'd to be read a fecond Time. 

7•1.1 6. The faid Bill waS read the fecond Time, an.cl com
mitted to a Grand Committee ; and then Sir Paul Methuen 
delivered to the Holife a Meifage, fign'd by his Majelly, 
which was read, as follows, viz. 

G B 0 R G E R. 
•~ H I S Majefty confidering that the Provifion made lor lei"'~' MeKace!of 
u the Qgeen his Confort, in Cafe fhe fhould furvive his ~~ttg:~WJJ 
cc Majefty, is very infufficient to fupport her Royal Dignity ; 
•• and that his Majetly is reftrained, by the Laws now in be. 
•' ing, from increafiDg the fame,. thinks it neceffary tore-
., coimriend the making farther ProviJion for the Q!een to 
•• your Confidcration." 

Hereupon it wu unanimoufly refolv'd to take the (aid 
Meffilge into Confidcration the next Day, in a CoDUilittee of 
the whole Houfe. . 

1•1J 7· The ComDtODS, in a Grand Committee,. took into 
CoDfidcration his Majefty's Meft"age, and rtiDlv,d, I. That 
a_Provi~a be made for thc.Q!ed. ill Cafe fhe ~ f~ye lee,o~~QI • .M"Arl· 
IUs Majefty,. eftoo,ooo I. ,,. Aalllll during her Life, Wlth • .,.. voted for • 

bis M~~·· Palace of Somcrfct-Houfe, and Ri~ond Old- ~MttJrpgft. 
lark. U. TJaac hk Maj~ be CDibW IQ dwJe the faid . . - - . ..,.... . . . . - - I 1 -- .. . . . 100,000 L 

• -.. .. .. - ,.;/I' 
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Anno t. 'Ceo. II. 1 oo,ooo 1. per Annum on all, or any of the Duties or Reve
~ nues, fettled for the bette~ S~pport of his Majefty's H~ufhold, 
· and -the Honour and Dtgmty of the Crown, wh1ch 1hall 

fubfJ.il: after his Majefiy~s Demife. 

1Cil!l'S Speech at 
J!Uiting an End to 
tno l~rU&menr. 

July 8. Mr Farrer reported the preceding Day"s Refolu
tions for a Provi'fion for her Majefty, which being agreed to, 
Nem. Con. a Bill was order'd to be brought in, purfuant to 
the faid Refolutions. 

July 1 o. The Civil Lift Bill was rea.d the third Time, paf
fed, and fent up to the Lords; then Sir Robert Walpole pre
fented to the Houfe a Bill, 'lo enable his Majefty to ftttle a 
Revenue for fopporting the Royal Dignity of· the !l!!feen, '&C. 
which.was read the firft Time, and unanimoufly order'd to be 
read a fecond Time. 

July 1 I • The faid Bill was read a fecond Time, and com
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

July 14. The faid Bill was read the third Time, paifed, 
andfent up to the Lords. 

July 1 7. The King went to the Haufe of Peers, with 
the ufual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, his Ma- "' 
jefty gave the Royal Alfent to an ACl:, For the hetter Support 
of his Majejly' s Ho1!fhrld, and of the Hollfltlr and Dignity of 
the Crown if Great Britain; alfo to an At\, For 'enabling 
hiJ Majejfy to ftttle a Reve11ut for fopporting the Royal Dig
nity of the ~een, in Caft j!e jhalljur<Uive his Majefty ; 
and to three other Bills. 

After which his Majefty made the following Speech ta 
both ·Houfes 1 

My Lords and Gentlemen, " I ':an?ot but exprefs the gre~teft S1ltisf;laio!l in the con· 
" vmcmg Proofs you have gtven me, m thts Seffion, of 
" your Duty and Affetl.ion to my Perfon, and Zeal for my 
" Government. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" r mufl: particularly tha.Rk you for your unanimity and 

" Difpatch, in granting me the Revenues neceffary for the· · 
~' Support of my Family, and the Occafions of my Civil 
" Government ; which lou have done in a Manner fo very 
., agreeable, and with fuch a due Regard to the Honour 
" and Dignity of the Crown, that if any Thing could add 
·U to my own Inclinations of making the Happinefs of my 
., SubjeCts my principal Care and Study, this Inftance of 
•• your particular Confidence in me would engage me more 
., ftrongly to make Ufe of tbe Power, which you have given 
' 4 me of doing Good, in promoting the Honour and Interefi: 
~f ef my People. ,, no. 
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., The ample Provifion ·you have made for the <l!!een is AnM •· eeo. u. 

R d c. h" I 171.7 • • , another Inftance of your egar 10r me, w 1ch am ~ 
" confident She will very well deferve, and I fhall always 
" acknowledge. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
"' It is a great Happinefs to me to fee the Natio~ info 

" profperous and flourifhing a Condition, at the higheft Pitch 
" of Glory and Reputation, ·of great Weight in holding the 
" Balance of Europe, defending them(elves. in their juft Pri
" vileges and Poffeffions, and vindicating the Honour of the 
" Crown of Great Britain. 

u At Home I find, among my Protefi:ant Subjeas. fuch 
" mutual Charity and Forbearance. difFufed throughout tho 
" Kingdom, that the National Church repines not at the 
" Indulgence given to fcrupulous Confcienc-es ; and thofe, that 
" receive the Benefits of the Toleration, envy not the Efta. 
" blifu'd Church the Rights and Privileges which they by 
" Law enjoy. 

c' From thefe happy Caufes and favourable Conjuntlurea 
" has flowed that general Tranquility, that Rife of Publick 
'' Credit, and that Improvement of Trade and Commerce, 
" which have greatly increafed our Wealth and Power. 
u and given us that Refpea and Influence Abroad, which 
" has fo much advanced the Glory and Happinefs of thia 
" Nation.. 

c' But all thefe Blefi'Ulgs, great and valuable as they are, 
" had not been fecured and trarifmitted to us, without your 
~' having carefully avoided all Occafions of Strife and Divi· 
" Jion ; without a ftriet Regard to Publick Faith, a conftant 
" Care and Attention towards· difcharging the ·National 
" Debt, and without that iingular Steadinefs and Refolution, 
" which this Parliament has fhewed upon all proper and ne· 
u ceffary Occafions. 

u I can therefore make no doubt, but that your Beha· 
n viour, and the Temper you have lhewn, will fufficiently 
" recommend this Parliament to the Efteem and good Opt• 
" nion of their Country ; who, from the fame Conduct. 
" and by purfuing the fame Meafures, may promife them
" felv·es all future Profperity. 

"' The Expiration of this Parliament now drawing near,. 
n I will give Orders for Hfuing the Writs for calling and 
"' electing a new Parliament. as foon it can conveniently be 
cc done ; and I am perfuaded that the general Conteft and 
n Emulation in Expreffions of Duty and AfFeaion to me, 
" which, to my great Satisfatlion, I have univerfally met 
cr with. will be farther demonftrated by the Choice of a 
" Parliament. zealoufly affected to our prefent happy Efta. 
•• blifhmcmt in the Proteftaat Su,<:eftion i a11d in Return,. 

,, llOthinJ 
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..._,,, c.e. & " ~ fhall be wanting on my Part, that can contribute 
._:;· sJ ': ~-...... improVId·ng a 'f.ood

1
Correfidpothandence aendnd Harm~z 

'fteParliaalll 
IIIJ!W, .... 

• vcnt'CQI me an my ~eop e, an t can t to per.a~ 
'' and perpetuate the Happineii of Great Britaiu._ ., 

Then the Lord Chancelior prbrogaed the Parliament to 
tbe 29th of Auguft ; but on the 7th of the fame Month a 
Proclamation was Ufucd for clil"olving this .Parliament. ancl 
Calling of aaother. 

7'hl End '.{ thl /ajl Sljji411 '.1 the Si~tb Parliam1n1 If 
Great-Britain. 

BPIBCIIBI 
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SPEECHES 
A N D 

DEBATES 
I~ THE 

Firft Se.ffton of the FntsT PAB.LIAMENT 

0 F 

King G E o R G E II. 
And Seventh Parliament of Great-Britai11. 

0 N the 23d or January, the Parliament being met Anno •• eeo. a. 
at Weftminfter, the King went to the Houfe of 17S74. 

Peers, with the ufual State and Solemnity ; au.d ~ 
the CommoDS' being come thither, his Majel.ly m~ co 

ftgnify~d his Pleafure to them by the Lord High Chancellor, 
that they ihould return to their Houfe ancf choofe their 
S~er, and prefent him to his Majefty on the z 7th. 

The Commons being retum'd accordingly, unanimouQy Mr Olldawcbtrc• 
chofe Arthur Onflow, Efq; Knight of the Shire for Surrey, speaker, · 

to be their Speaker. 
:t_an1111'Y 1.7. The Kins being come agaia to the Haufe 

of Peers, and the Commons being fent for up and attendin&s. 
they prefente4 th~ Speaker for his Majefty'i Approbation. 
~ the King approved their Choice : After whic~, his Ma.· 
jefty made the following Speech to both Houfes_ Y1Z. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, " IT is a great SatisfaCtion to me, that at my Meeting Tbe K.iaa'•S~~ercl 
~· · the Firll Parliament fummoned and convened by my ~Jrirhlfi: .. ~c 
n. Authority, I am able to give you Hopes of feeing the 
., Pu)>Hck Peace and · ~ranquility very foon reflored: · I 
IC very much wHhed that the fidl Period of my Reign might 
" Jlave bwn dittin.sulihe<l. J,y puttin& ~ imllledia.te End to 

· · •' tho 
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AllM t. Ceo. n. " the Troubles and Diforders of Europe, by a Redu8:ion of 
~ '' fome Part of my Forces, a Diminution of Taxes~ and 

" all the happy Confequences of an honourable and eftabliflt. 
" ed Peace ; to which my Endeavours have in no Manner 
" been wanting, as flr as was confiftent with maintaining 
" the Polfeffiorrs, Rights, and Privileges of my Kingdom, 
c' and, I promife myfelf, not without great Probability of 
.. , Succefs. 

" I am very fenfible of the difagreeable and uneafy Si
" tuation in which our Affairs have been for fome Time,. 
" and have been extreamly concerned to fee many of the 
'' Inconveniencies of a War attending us, without any Op
" portunity of refenting the Injuries we fuftained, or gain
" ing any of thofe Advantages in Retum, which the vigor
" ous Profecution of fo, juft a Caufe, and the Succefs of our 
" Arms, might probably have fecured to us. 

" But you are fufficiently apprized, that Preliminary Ar
c' tides for a general Pacification were fome Time ago figned 
c' and accepted, .by the contraCting Parties on both Sides ; 
" and although the Ratifications of them had been exchanged 
'' by me and my Allies, with his Imperial Majefty; the 
11

' good Eff'etl:s, expected from them, were retarded by the 
" Refufal on the Part of Spain, to execute fome of the moft 
" material Points contained in them ; and by Endeavours to 
" alter andexplain fome Articles, in fuch a Manner, as im
,. mediately affefied the Pofi"effions and the juft Right of my 
" Kingdoms. I therefore, jointly with my Allies, declined 
u exchanging the Ratifications of the Preliminaries with the 
" Court of Spain ; and rejetl:ed all fuch Propofitions, as were 
~' detrimental and injurious to my Honour, and the Intereft 
" of my People. 

" By thefe Means, the Negociations were unavoidably 
" carried into a tedious Length, which I endured with the 
" greater Patience,· from an earneft Defire to procure to my 
" Subjeas a fafe and honourable Peace, and to fee the Tran-
11' quility of Europe preferved and fettled upon a folid ana 
'" lafting Foundation ; during which Time, I received from 
c' the mo1l Chriftian King, and the States General, the 
cc greateft Proofs of their Sincerity, and a Renewal of the 
" fuongeft Affurances imaginable, that they would effectually 
" ,make good aJl their Engagements in Support of the Com
e' mon Caufe, and of our mutual Interells : And I am very 
" glad, that I can acquaint you, that our joint Endeavours 
" have had fo good an Effect, that by the laft Advices from 
c' Abroad, I ltave great Reafon to hope, that the Difficul~ 
" ties, which have hitherto retarded the Execution of the 
., Preliminaries, and the Openinz of the CO!lsrefs, will foon 
" b1 ~ntirciy removed. - · -

· · · ~ " However, 
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" However, it will in. the mean time be abfolutely ne

" ceffary to continue, as our Allies have already refolved to 
n do, the Preparations which have hitherto been our Secu
" rity, and prevented an open Rupture in Europe; that we 
ct may not at once lofe all the Advantages, which our former 
cc Expences and Vigour have fo nearly procured, by not be
e' ing in a Condition,· if that Neceffity fhould unexpea:edly 
u be brought upon Wi, to vindicate our Honour, and affert 
H our Rights. And you may depend upon it, that my firft 
" Care fhall be to reduce, from Time to Time, the Expence 
"'' of the Publick, as often, and as foon as the Interen and 
c' Safety of my People will permit it. 

" The Preliminary Articles and fuch other Treaties and 
., Conventions, as have not yet been communicated to Par
"' liament, and which may, without manifeft Prejudice, be 
~' expofed to publick View, fhall be laid befo.re you. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commom, 
" I have given Orders to the proper Officers to prepare 

c, and lay before you Eftimates of the Expences for the Ser
'" vice of the current Year ; and you may be afi"ured, that 
"' the Supplies which I find myfelf obliged to demand of 
"~ you, lhall, as certainly as they do exceed my Wifhes and 
u Inclinations, be employed folely for the Intereft and Secu
.-~ rity of the Nation. And I make no doubt, but that if 
~' any Method can be found o'ut for raifing the neceffary 
~~ Supplies, lefs grievous to my People than another, That 
c' will have the Preference in a1l your Deliberations. 

" I think myfelf obliged to recommend to you a Confide
H ration of the greateft Importance, and I 1hould look upon 
c-' it as a great Happinefs, if, at the Beginning of my Reign7 

c' I could fee the Foundation laid of fo great and neceffary a 
n Work, as the Increafe and Encouragement of our Seamen 
ac in general ; that they may be invited, rather than corn
u pelled by Force and Violence, to enter into the Service of 
•" their Country, as often as Occafton lhall require it : A 
"' Con:lideration worthy of the Reprefentative of a People 
cc great and fiourifhing in Tf?de and Navigation. 

" This leads me to mention to you the Cafe of Greenwich
c-' Hofpital, that Care may be taken, by fome Addition to 
cc that Fund, to render comfortable and effeB:ual that charita
"' ble Provi:fion for the Support and Maintenance of our 
'' Seamen, worn out and become decrepit by Age and Infi.r
~' rnities, in the Service of their Country. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" As I have great .Hopes that a general Pacification will 

4 ' be now obtained by a fpeedy Execution of the Prelimina
., ries, I am fatisfied, that nothing will more effetl:ually con· 
~' tribute to, and fecure this def11able End, than fuch an 

VoL. IJ, · C '' U11animity, 

Anno 1. Ct'o. II· 
17:2.7·:1;8, I 

~ 
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Anho 1. o~o. II. " u'nanimity, Zeal, and Difpatch o~the publick Bufinefs in 
~ " this Parliament, as may convince the World, that none 

" among you are capable, out of any Views or Confidera· 
" tions whatfoever, to wHh the Difirefs of their Country ; 
" or to give an Occa:fion, from the Profpe8: of Difficultie$ 
" that may arife and be fomented here at Home, to inter~ 
'' rupt or difappoint our prefent promifing ExpeCtations : This 
" it is in your Power to defeat, and this I depend upon froll\ 
'' your known Zeal and AffeCtion to my Perfon and Govern· 
" ment, .and your hearty Concern for the Intereft and W el .. 
'' fare of my People." 

'Jan. :31. The live Grand Committees for Religion. 
Grievances, Courts of Juilice, Trade, Privileges and Elec
tions, having been appointed, Mr Speaker reported his Ma· 
jefiy's Speech to both Houfes ; upon which the Lord* Her
vey, Member for Bury, mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks 
to his Majefty, which being feconded, a Committee was 
appointed to draw up an Addrefs to his Majefiy upon the faid 
Jlefolution. 

February 1 • The Lord Hervey reported the faid Addrefs_ 
which was agreed to. 

Feb. z. The fame was prefented by the whole Houfe to 
his Majefty, as follows: 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
TheCo111monsAd·' WE your Majefty's mofi dutiful and loyal SubjeCls, 
clrefsof Thank

5
• ' the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af-

' fembled, beg Leave t.o return our humbleft Thanks for 
' your Majefty's moft gracious Speech from the Throne; and 
' to acknowledge, in the moil dutiful and grateful Manner, 
' the tender and affectionate Concern your Majefty has been 
' pleafed to exprefs, for the many Inconveniences, that have 
" arifen from the late difagreeable and unfettled State of the 
' Affairs of Europe. 

' We are fenfible of the unwearied and uninterrupted 
' Care with which your Majefty, ever fmce we have enjoyed 
" the Bleffings of your Reign, has laboured to put an End 
" to the Difputes, and reftore the Tranquility of Europe ; 
' of the Defire you ha.ve had to free your People from all the 
' Burthens occa1ianed by impending War, and to procure to 
' them all the happy Confequences of a fafe, honourable. 
' and efiablifhed Peace ; and we think it as impoffible that 
• any Difficulties fuould arife, to prevent us feeling the good 
~ EffeCts to be expected from your Prudence, as it is for any 

' Event 

• E.lJc,ll &/J to the Earl of Bri/1ol. 
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~ EV'ent to make us forget the. Marks we have already re- Anno i. Geo, n. 

17:!.7·2.8. 
1 ceived of your AffeCl:ion. . ~ 

' The Firmnefs your Majefiy has fhewn in abfolute1y re
~ fufmg to admit of any Explanations of Preliminaries, dero
~ gatory to the Honour, or prejudicial to the Intereil: of this 
' Nation, we feel more fen:fibly ; as we think 'tis equally 
' for your Majefty's Glory and our Happinefs to have it 
~ appear to the whole World, that the Care of your People 
~ is a Confideration fo much fuperior to every other, in 
~ fixing your Majefty's .Refolutions, that not even One fo 
~ important as the Peace of all Europe could induce you to 
' fubmit to the Demands of others, or recede from your own 
' in any Point, where oqr Poffeffions were invaded, our In
~ tereft ftruck at,. or our Privileges difputed. 

~ And fince this Stand, which your Majefi:y, in Juftice to 
~ yourfelf and Regard to your People, thought fit to make,. 
~ has not broke off the Accommodation, but only retarded 
' it for our Acvantage; we beg Leave to congratulate your 
~ Majefty r-pon the near Profpefi of that Succefs in your Ne
~ gotiations, which cannpt more effectually fullil our Willies, 
' as the Earneft of our Profperity, than it anfwers our Ex-
' pe&tions in demonfrrating your Wifdom. 1 

& But in cafe your Majefty's ExpeCl:ations, of feeing the 
' publick Peace and Tranquility foon refior'd, 1hould frill be 
~ difappointed j that your People may no longer continue in 
~ that Uncertainty, in which the Policy of others may en
' deavour to keep us; and that we may be in a Condition 
~ to do ourfelves Juilice, fhould that Neceffity unexpectedly 
~ be brought upon us~ we are determined, out of Regard to 
,' our own Intereft, as well as that we_filall ever pay to your 
c Majefty's Honour, moll effetlually to enable you to do 
" yourfelf J{ight, and to afi'ert and to maintain all the Pof
c feffions, Advantages, and Privileges of your People. 

' Whatever Supplies therefore may be wanted for the 
' Service of the current Year, your Commons will, with 
' the utmoft Chearfulnefs and Unanimity grant; being af
' fured no Aid will ever be demanded by your Majefty of 
' your Subjetls, but what you judge abfolutely neceffary for 
' their own Intereft and Security. And as we are deter
' mined, in whatever Supplies we raife, to have Regard to 
' fuch Methods as lhall be leaft grievous to your People ; fo 
' we have the greateft Satisfatlion in thinking we may en
' tirely depend on your Majefty's J uftice and Wifdom, that 
' whatever we do grant, will be conftantly apply'd in the 
~ Manner that will be moft beneficial to them. Neither had 
• we the leaft Doubt, before we received your Majefiy's 
' moft gracious Promife, but that your Majefty, from your 
' paternal Goodnefs to your People, would, from Time to 

C z ' Time, 
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' Time, take e\·ery Opportunity to make all fuch Reduaions 
of the publick Expences, as fhould be for our prefent Eafe., 

' without endangering our future Safety. 

The !Cr.;··~ -~ n· 
fwcr tll¢re~to, 

' The Affurances your Majefiy has given us of the Sin.: 
' cerity and Steadinefs, with which you are farisfy'd all your 
' Allies are determined, in all Events to adhere to their En· 
' gagemems, and efpoufe the Common Caufe, gave us the 
' greateft SatisfaCtion; and let the future Dangers and Diffi~ 
' culties that may yet arife, impoffible to be forefeen, be 
' ever fo formidable or ever fo numerous, we do not imagine 
r there can be any which your Majefty's Prudence, Caution, 
' Abilities and Experience, join'd to the Affitlance of your 

Parliament, the Firmnefs of your Allies, and the Bravery 
' of your People, will not eafily difpel. 

' It is an indifpenftble Duty of thofe, who have a julf: 
' Senfe of the great Importance of the Trade and Naviga
' tion of this Kingdom, to provide proper Encouragements 
' for our Seamen; and common Juftice requires ~hat we 
' fuo~Jld take a companionate Care of thofe, who by Mis· 

fortunes in their brave and faithful Services to their Coun· 
c tryJ are become equally incapable of continuing thofe Ser
e vices, or providing for themfelves ; We beg Leave there
' fore to alfure your Majefl;y, that we will take this Matter 
.: into our Confideration, and on this, as well as every other 
' Occafton, pay the Deference and Regard due to your Ma
' jdl-y's mofi: gracious Recommendation. 

' If there are any fo ill informed of the fteady Affetlion 
.: of your Commons, as vainly to place their Hopes on any 
' Difputes or Differences that might arife runongft us, we 
' are determined, by a hearty, zealous and general Concur· 
' renee in aU our Deliberations, for your Majefty's [nteretl 
' and the Publici.: Welfare, cffetluatly to difappoint fuch ill· 
c grounded Expctl:ations ; and we are fatisfy'd we cannot 
' give better Evidence of our Love to our Country, than by 
.: con1bnt Demonilrations of our Duty to the heft of Kings : 
' And as your Majefiy's Endeavours have been, and, we 
' are perfuaded, ever will be, to preferve us a free, and 
' clhblifh us a happy People, fo we fhould think our 
' felves undeferving all the Benefits and Bleffings of your 
' Reign, were it poffible we could ever pe wanting in the 
' Ieafi: Point, on our part, to make it as great, happy and 
' glorious, as that of any of your Royal Predeceifors.' 

To this his M:.jefiy return'd the followjng Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, " I Give you my Thanks for this very loyal and aH'eeHo
·• nate Addref~. Such Returns of Duty and Gratitude 
•' from my foJ.ithful Commons would add, if any Thing pQf-

~ fibly 
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" fibly could, to my Refolutions of promoting and confult- Anno r. Ceo. 11. 

" ing upon all Occafions the W eltare and Profperity. of my ~ 
u People. The entire Confidence you place in me will 
u engage me more ftriaiy to make Ufe of the Power and 
" Truft you fuall repofe in me, for your lnterefi:, and to your 
" SatisfaCtion ; and you fhall always find my Readinefs to 
c' eafe and reduce the Expences of the Publick to your 
" Expectations." 

Feh. 6. Mr Henry Pelham prefented to the Houfe feveral 
Eftimates which had been call'd for. 

F~h. 9· The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe on the Supply, confidered of the Eftimate of the Ddlate on ,.., 

Charge of the Guards, Garrifons, and other his Majelly's ~.~~~·!:rr:~,. 
Land Forces in Great Britain, for the Year 1~28; and a Year &;~a. 
Motion being made, that the Number of effeaive Men, be 
2 z,9 55 ; the fame met with Oppofition, forne Members in• 
filling, that the 8ooo, Augmentation-Troops, raifed Jafi: 
Year, [Sec Yo/. 1. P 383.] fuould be entirely reduced: 
But being apprehenfive that the Majority of the Committee 
were for the Motion, they endeavoured to put ofF the De
bate, by moving, ' That Mr Speaker fuould refume the 
Chair ; • which being carried in the Negative, by 290 

Votes againfi: 84, the Committee came afterwards to the 
following Refolutions. I. That the Number of effeCtive 
Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great Bri
tain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey, for the Year 1728, 
including 1 8 50 Invalids and 55 5 Men for the fix Indepen
dent Companies for the Service of the Highlands, be ZZ195S 
Men, Commiffion and Non-Commiffion Officers included. 
II. That the Sum of 786,9741. 2 s. 9 d. be granted for 
defraying the Charge of the faid zz,955 efFeaive Men. 
Thefe Refolutions, being the next Day reported, were a
greed to by the Houfe. 

Feh. 12. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Majefi:y's Command, 
laid before the Houfe Copies of feveral Treaties and Alli-an
ces, and other Papers, which were order'd to lie on the 
Table. 

Feh. 1 4· The Houfe, in a grand Committee on the Supply,. 
confider~d of the Eftimate of the Charge of 2224 Horfe, t 836 
Dragoons, and 8034 Foot of the Troops of the Landgrave of 
Heffe-Caffel, for the Year 1728. Then aMotion being made, 
that the Sum of 230,923 1. I 1 s. 8 d. be granted for the faid 
Charge, the fame occafion'd a great Deba~e .. Mr Horatio Mr\\'alpolc:•~uo-o. 
WO;J.lpole hereupon fet forth the State of Aff,ms m Europe for t . .,lfu. kcLping 

Y t d d 'd fh h br l N f u~ u,ooo H.;:n.<n fome ears pa!, an en eavour to ew t e a 10 utc l ece- FUI~nturthc l"cu 

fity of keeping up all our Forces 'till the End of the prefent lj~. 
Ne· 
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Apho r. Ceo. JJ. Negotiations, particularly the I z,ooo Men, which, by the 
~ Treaty of Hanover, Great Britain flood engaged to furnifh. 
Debate thereM. He was anfwer'd by Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr W Pulteney~ 
Mr D. Pulteney. Sir William Wyndham, Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, and Mr 
!~: ~: ~~~r~~;;r~. Bramfton, Member for Malden, who objetled, 'That by the 
~r ~- ~fon. f.1id Treaty, the contraCting Parties were not obliged to furnifh 

r .al n, the Succours fiipulated therein, but within two Months after 
Requifition ; and that, even in fuch a cafe, Great-Britain 
was only to furnHh Men of War, or Tranfport-Ships, or even 
Subfidies of Money, at the Choice of the Party requiring the 

loft H. Walpole, faid Succours.' To this Mr Walpole replyed, ' That th'e 
late King, in his great Wifdom, had thought fit to provide 
betimes the faid Body of 1 z,ooo Men, in order to obtain the 
Ends of ~he Treaty of Hanover : That with this View a Con
vention was .-nade with the Landgrave ofHeffe-Caifel, whof~ 
Troops were the moft ready at Hand for that Purpofe, and 
much cheaper than the railing and mantaining National 
Troops: That the Neceffity of making this Convention was the 
greater, by reafon of an unforefeen Difappointment from one 
of the contratl:ing Parties in the foremention 'dAlliance : That 
Time had fhewn, that the taking the faid 1 z,ooo Men into 
his MajcHy's Service wa.s a wife and neceffary Precaution, 
:fince they had hitherto prevented the Kindling of a War in 
Germany ; and tnat as the fame Reafons, for which they 
were taken into Pay, frill fubfifted, it was Prudence and ab
folutely neceffary to continue that Expence till the intended 
Cor.grefs at Cambray was over.~ 'I'hen the Q!eftion being 
put upon the Motion above-mentioned, it was carried in tho. 
Affirmative by z So Votes againft H4. 

TbeMotlo11agred . Feh. I 5. Sir Charles Turner reported th ~ faid Refolution, 
te. which was agreed tp by the floufa. 

An i\ddrer;. for 
an ... ccount n( 
:1>0,<l!nl. char~'d 
for Secret s,rv.-c. 

Feh. 16. Mr Chocke, from the Exchequer, prefented t() 
the Haufe an Account of die Monies paid into the Exchequer, 
arHen upon the Duties on Coals and Culm, from September 
29th, 1720, to September 29th, 1727, diftinguifhing each 
Year ; and alfo an Account of the prefent annual and other 
(;harges thereupon. 

Feb. I 9· It was refolved to addrefs his Majelly for a parti
cular and diftinct Account of the Diftribution of the Sum of 
2 5o,ooo 1. which, in an Account laid before this Houfe, 
fhcwing how the Money given for the Year 1727 has been 
difpofed of: is charged to have been iffued for other Expences 
and EngageQ1ents, over and above fuch a.S are therein parti
cularly fpecified, for fecuring the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kingdom, and preferving and reftoring the Peace of Europe ; 
and of the Tinlc or Times when the iaid Sum of zso,ooo 1 .. 
was iffued and difiributcd. 

Feb. 
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Feh. 23· The Commons, in a Committee on the Supply, Anno f. G~. u. 

Q.me, J'nter alia, ~o the following Refolution, viz. ' That ~ 
1,75o,ooo l. be ra1fed by Grant or Sale to the Bank of Eng· 
land of Annuities not exceeding 70 ooo 1. per ..t!mtum being The Committee of 

, ' ' Supply Iclohe t~ 
after the Rate of 4 L per Cent. per .Anmem, redeemable by rnife z,;so,:x:nl. 

Parliament, to commence from the 24th of June 172 8, and on the co.u Du!J'• 

to be charged on the Duties on Coals and Culm.' Hereupon Debate lhcreon. 

Mr William Pulteney obferv'd, ' That the Shifting of FunJs Mr w. Pulteney. 

was but perpetuating Taxes, and putting off the evil Day ; 
and that tiotwithftanding the great Merit that 'fome had built 
on the Sinking Fund, it appear'd that the National Debt had 
been increafed fince the fetting up of that pompous Projea..~ 
Upon which Sir Nathaniel Gould, an eminent Merchant, faid, sirNath,Gould. 

"He apprehended that Gentleman had his Notions out of a 
Treatife, _intitled, A State of the National Deht, &c. fuppofeJ 
to be written by that very Gentleman; but that if he underftood 
any Thing, it was Numbers, and he durft pawn his Credit 
and Reputation to prove that Author's Calculations and Infe-
rences to be falfe and erroneous.1 To this Mr Pulteney re- Mr w. Pu!tclleJ'• 

ply'd, 'That he took them to be right; and he would like· 
wife pawn his Credit and Reputation to make good his Affer-
tion.' Upon this Sir Robert Walpole took up the Cudgels, and sir R. Walpol.:. 

faid, 'He would maintain what Sir Nathaniel Gould had ad-
vanced.' Several warm Expreffions having pafs'd on both 
Sides, Mr Hungerford interpofed, in a jocular Speech, that Mr Hungerford. 

put the Houfe in good Humour, and fo the Difpute ended. 
Feh. 26. A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Petition nf tht" 

C f h C• fLo d • C C 'J IT' C!t\' ••I LHt.!n.• ,-,~ Ommons 0 t e Ity 0 n on, In Ommon OUnCI an~m- R,·iicf,Jth rc. •;J 

bled, was prefented to the Haufe, fetting forth, ' That the tu tbc co~l·D .... y. 
Duties already laid upon Cads and Culm imported into the Port 
of London affea. their Trade only ; and that the Inequality of 
the Burthen thereof is a great Difcouragement to the Manu-
factures, as well as an Hardfhip upon the whole trading Pea. 
ple in and about the City of London ; and praying the Confi-
deration of the Houfe, and fuch Relief as to the Houfc 11tJ.ll 
feem meet.' But a Motion being made, and the Q!etlion put, 
that the faid Petition be rejctled, it was carry'd in the Atiir· \V)li~h L re~ 4aed. 
mative, by 214 Voices againtl 92. 

Then Sir Charles Turner reported the above Rcfolution, 
which being read a fecond Time, and a Motion being n::1Jc 
and the Q!!ellion put, that the faid Refolution be recommitted, 
it pafi"ed in the Negative : After which the faid Refolution 
was, upon the Q!cfiion put thereupon, a~reed to by the 
Houfe. 

Feb. 29. Sir Paul Methuen reported to the Houfe, ' Th.1t 
their Addrefs for a particular and difi.i11tl: Account cf t~.c 
Sum of 25o,ooo l. &c. had been prefc:ncd to his l\1:ljd~f. 
and that his Majefiy had comrnandGd him to acquaint tl•~ 

flout~, 
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Anno r. Geo. IL Houfe, " That the late King, his Majefty's Royal Father, 

'' having the like Occallon, received from the ]aft Parliament 
" the moft dutiful Acknowledgments of his great Care and 
" Wifdom,, in taking fuch Steps, and entering into fuch En
u gagements, as he thought would heft conduce to the Secu
~~ rity of this Kingdom, and the Prefervation of the Peace 
'' of Europe ; and at the fame Time the fironp:eft A1furances 

172.7·18. 

"--v--J 
The K.i.ng's An
fwer to the Com
mons Addrcfs for 
an Account of 
:aso,oool. cbarg'd 
b BccrctSenice. 

" of their future Support, in all fuch farther Meafures, as he 
'' 1hould find neceffary and expedient, for preventing a Rup
" ture, and for the Honour and Advantage of thefe King
" doms : And a Power being accordingly given by Parlia
" ment to his late Majefty, for iffuing and applying fuch 
" Sums of Money as he 1hould find neceffary, for anfwering 
" and defraying fuch Expences and Engagements, as had 

, " bee~ or fhould be made for thefe great and neceffary Pur
~' pofes; fome Part of the Money, mentioned in this Ad
" drefs, had been iffued and dilburfed by his late Majefty; and 
" the remaining Part had been applied by hi, prefent Majefty .. 
" for carrying on the fame neceiTary Services ; for ftrength .. 
c' ning his Alliances ; and in fulfilling Engagements of the 
" utmoil: Importance to thefe Kingdoms, and to the general 
" Tranquility of Europe, and which require the greateft 
u Secrecy. His Majeil:y therefore hopes, That this Houfe 
c' will repofe the fame Confidence in him; and be affured, that 
" the Money has been neceffarily expended, purfuant to the 
" Power given by AB: of Parliament, and for the Ufes and 
"' Purpofes thereby direCted ; and that a particular and diilintl: 
u Account thereof cannot be given without manifefi Preju
'' dice to the Public!{." 

MrW. ~Ttcney's Upon this Mr Pulteney raifed feveral weighty ObjeClions 
~;.~ervauom there- againfl fuch a vague and general Way of Accounting for 

publick Money, as tending to render Parliaments altogether 
infignificant and ufelefs ; to cover Imbezzlernents ; and to 
fcreen corrupt and rapacious Minifters ; Urging the Increafe of 
the National Debt, notwithfianding the fo much boafted 
Sinking Fund, and infilling on having that important Affair 
immediately debated in a Grand Committee. But the Court
Party waved it, by moving to adjourn the Houfe to the 
4th of March ; which, after fome Debate, was carried in 

The CommoAs.in 
a Gra.nd Commit
tee confider of the 
State of the Na.
lioua.l Debt. 

the Affirmative by toz Votes againfr 66. 
March 4· The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 

Haufe, confider'd of the State of the National Debt, and 
the proper Officers were exarnin'd as to the following Ac
counts, viz. I. An Account of fuch National Debts, in-
curred before December z 5, t 7 1 6, as are redeemable by 
Parliament, with the Intereft attending the fame, and when 
the fame are redeemable. II. An Account of the Money 
paid into the Excheq uerori the Duties on Coals and Culm, from 

the 
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the 29th ofSeptember 1 7 20, to the 29th of September 17 2 7' Allno r. ceo. u. 
diftinguifhing each Year ; a!ld alfo the Account of the pre~ ~ 
fent annual and other Charges thereupon. III. An Ac-
count lhewing how the Money given for the Service of the 
Year 1727 hath been difpofed of, diftinguiih'd under the 
feveral Heads, until the I sth of February, I 7'1.7, with the 
Deficiency thereupon. IV. An Account of the Eftimate of 
the Debt of his Majefty's Navy, as it ftood on the 31ft of 
December, 1727. Then a Motion was made by the Cour-
tiers, ' That it appears, That the Monies already i1fued and 
applied towards difcharging the National Debts, incurred 
before Chriftmas 1716, t~ethe~ with the Sum of 220,435 I. 
16 s. 4 d. t q. which will be tfi'ued at La.dy·Day I]z8, to-
wards difcharging the faid Debts, amount to 6,648,762 I. DebatatbereoD. 
5 s. I d. t q. Hereupon there arofe a very warm Debate, 
and Mr Daniel Pulteney endeavour'd to fhew the fallacious Mr Dan. Pulteney. 

Tendency of that l.\I.Iotion; and was feconded by Mr William Mr w. Pulte~ey. 
Pulteney, and fupported by Lord Morpeth, Mr Shippen, and LMor~ ~orperh. · • r ..,nlppen. 
Sir William Wyndham. They fuggefted m general, ' That sir w. Wyndham. 

notwithftanding the Supplies that were annually raifed in the 
laft Reign ; notwithftanding the great Sums of Money given 
from Time to Time, for extraordinary Expences and Secret 
Service ; notwith.ftanding the Produce of the Sinking Fund ; 
yet the Publick Debts, for the gradual Difcharge of which 
that famous Projed was faid to be contrived, were rather 
increafed than leffened ; and this in a Ti;me of almoft unin· 
terrupted Peace and Tranquility, which muft be owing to :f. 
very profufe Managett;J.ent of the publick Treafure ; and 
yielded but a very melancholy Profpea; frnce at this Rate 
our Debts muft frill grow faftc;r in cafe of a War or pub-
lick Troubles ; fo that the heavy and numerous Taxes that 
now lay upon the Nation, muft be perpetuated to the latefl: 
Pofterity.' Then, entering upon Particulars, they took No
tke of the Arti,fice with which the Acco\lnts that lay be
fore them, were drawn up ; That in order to fwell that 
of the Sums faid to have been iifued and applied toward• 
the Difcharge of the publick Debts, incurred befory 
Cbriftmas 1 716, there were added to it above three Mil ... 
Uons, for the advanced Price given in the Year 17 zo, 
in order to ll)ake the Irredeemables redeemable, which could 
not properly be call'd a Payment of thofe Debts; whereas, 
on the other hand, in the Account of the prefcnt National 
Debt, or of the Inc.rea.fe of that Debt fmce Chriftmas 1 7 I 6, 
feveral large Sums were omitted, particularly One Million, 
raifed upon the Credit of t,he Civil Lift, and feveral Dencien~ 
cie11 on the Land-Tax, Malt, and other Funds, which certain
ly frill remained a pub)ick Debt! Hereupon Sir Robert Wal
pole, having fuew'd the Nature and State of the publick Debes, 

V o L. II. D arui 
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Anno 1. c~o. n. and the Op~tation and Effi.c:ac.\' of the Sinkin~; fund, tl:renu· 

I7:r.7·:z.S. oufly maintain'd the Aildtion contain'd in the Motion. The 
~ oppofite Party perceiving th::-.t the M:.jmity of the Committee 

were for the,Morion, moved that Mr Speaker fuould refume 
the Chair ; but, after fomc Debate, the <2J!efiion being put 
upon this fecond l'vlotion, it was carried in the Negative 
by 250 Voice~ againft 97· Then the ~eftion being put 
upon the firil Motion, it was carried without dividing ; and 
the farther Confideration of the State of the Nation, in rela
tion to the National Debt, was put off to the 8th. 

The Refolut!ons of March 8. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
:g:r~~~~ittec: Haufe, refumed the Confideration of the National Debt, and 

after a long Debate carne to the following Refolutions, which, 
together with the Refolution of the 4th Inftant, are as follow: 
viz. I. That the Monies already i!fued and applied towards 
difcharging the· National Debts incurred before Chriftmas 
I716, together with the Sumof zzo,435L 16 s. 4 d.{- q. 
which will be iJTued at Ladyday I i z8, towards difcharg
ing the faid Debts, amount to 6,64S,762 I. 5 s. 1 d. i q. 
II. That the feveral National Debts, including the Debt 
of the Navy as it ftood December 31, 1727, contracted 
and incurred fince December 2 5, 1 716, for anfwering and 
defraying the annual Charges and Expences of the Publick, 
for the current Service of the feveral Years fmce the faid 
25th of December, I 716, amounted on the 8th Day of 
March, 1727, tothe Sum of z,6o5,545l. 16s. od. tq. 
III. That the National Debt contracted :fince the zsth 
of December, 1 716, for or in refpea of the SUID advanced 
by the South-Sea Company, purfuant to an ACt of the 
5th Year of King George I. for the Liberty of increafmg 
their Capital Stock, being fo much thereof as was apply'd to 
the Sinking Fund, doth amount to the Sum of 328,673 I. 
4 s. 10 d. { q. IV. That the National Debt contracted 
'iince the z 5th of December 1 716, for making good the 
yearly· Deficiencies of the General Fund, from the Efta
bliiliment thereof to and for the Year ending at Michael
mas, I 7-:6, the Surplus whereof is applicable to the Sink
ing Fund, amounts to the Sum of 703,740 I. 6 s. 2 d. { q. 

Which, bein!!: rc- March 1 z. Sir Charles Turner having reported the above
portedtotheHoufe, mentioned four Refolutions the fame occaiioned a long De. occafion a iccond ~ 

Debate. bate, which was chiefly managed by Mr William Pulteney 
MrW. Pult~ney. on the one fide, and Sir RoLert Walpole on the other. Upon 
lirR. Walpole. the whole, the Firft of the faid Refolutions being read a 

fecond Time, and a Motion made, and the_ ~eftion being 
·put, That the faid Refolution be re-committed, it paffed in 
·the Negative: After which the faid Refolution was agreed to 
by the Hou[e. The Second Refolution being read a fecond 
Time, and a MoJion being m~de, and the ~eftion being 

put, 
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~put, That the faid Refolution be re-eommitted, it pafi'ed in Anno 1. Ceo, n:.; 
the Negative: Then the faid Refolution was agreed to by ~ 
·the Haufe. The Third Refolution, being read a fecond 
Tinte, was agreed to by the Haufe. The Fourth Refolution 
being read a fecond Time, was, with an Amendment, agreed . . . l d , h The RefolutJons of to by the Haufe, and IS as followeth, VIZ. Refo ve , 'I hat t e the Commltrce 

National Debt contraaed :Iince the 2 sth of December, 17 I 6, if~~fcd ~0 by the 

for making good the yearly Deficiencies of the General Fund, 
from the Eitablilhment thereof, to and for the Year ending 
at Michaelmas, 17z6, the Surplus whereof is applicable to the 
Sinking Fund, amounts to the Sum of 703,740 1. 6 s. 2 d. i q. 
and that by Virtue of two A& of Parliament of the 5ti1 
Year of King George I. farther Additions have been made 
to the Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, for making 
good feveral Deficiencies of the original and additional 
Jl'unds of the faid Company, fettlcd and eilabliJhed before the 
25th December, 1716, amounting together to the Swn of 
290,028 1. 19 S. I I d. { q. 

The Courtiers having c:rried their Point fo far, it was 
moved, and refolved, Nem. Con. That an humble Repre- And :a Commiuee 
r. . d h" M . 1. l r. "d R r} • appmntcd to draw .~entation be rna e to IS a.Jehy upon t 1e tat e10 utiOns, u.P :a Reprefenta-

d h D b f h H fc la · b c h" M tlon of the State an upon t e e ate o t e ou e, ymg etore ts a- of the National 

J'efty a particular Account of the National Debts difcharged Debt, the Sinkinc 
Fund, and the 

and incurred fince the zsthDay of December, I7I6,dif- PublickCrcdit. 

tinguifhed under their proper Heads and Services ; with a 
State of the Sinking Fund, and of the Publick Credit ; and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up the faid Reprefen-
tation. 

April 5, The Haufe was informed, that an Article re
lating to the Duty upon \V rought-Piate, which amounted 
to 3oo,ooo I. was omitted to be inierted in the Account of 
all the Publick Debts, at the Receipt of his Majefty's Ex- Debate concerni~ 
chequer, Handing out at Chrill:mas, I 727, with the annual the .omiffion of all "d r r. . Artu:Je ofJoo.oool. 
Intereft pa1 IOr the 1ame : Hereupon tt was ordered, That in the Account of 

Mr Chocke have Leave to withdraw the faid Account; the pubHckDcbts. 

and that he do prefent to the Houfe a perfeCt: Account of 
all the publick Debts, at the Receipt of his Majet1y 's Ex-
chequer, !landing out at Chrill:mas 17z7, with the annual 
Intereft paid for the fante. This moft extraordinary Omif-
fion, howev,er, occafioned a great Complaint and Debate9 

wherein fevere Refleaions were made on the NegleB: and 
Carelefi"nefs, with which the Publick Accounts, laid before 
the Haufe, were drawn up ; and thereupon it was moved. 
That, in order to prevent the fame for the future, all 
Accounts, to be delivered to this Houfe from the Exchequer~ 
be figned by the Auditor of the Exchequer, or the Clerk of 
the Pells, or by their lawful Deputies, or chief Clerks, or 

D z one 
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Anno 1;., Geo. II. one of them : But the ~eftio:t being put upon the faid M~ 
~ tion, it was carried in the Negative. · 

SeYeral MCO\Intl 
from the Ell.che
quer prefented to 
~ lfoufe1 

The fame Day Mr Chocke prefented to the Houfe at1 
Account of all Money that has in any manner been paid, or 
any Exchequer-Bills which have been made out for Intereft, 
Circulation and Charges of Management of the 4, 561 ,02 5 1. 
principal Exchequer-Bills ftanding out at Chriftmas 1716,. 
with the like Payments for the three Millions in Ex
chequer-Bills, made out purfuant to the AB:s of the 6th~ 
8th and 9th Years of King George I. diftina from any 
Payments relating to any other Exchequer-Bills; with all 

Account of what Money on the fame has been fatisfied, and 
which of the faid Principal Sums in Exchequer-Bills have 
been paid off. After this the Houfe adjoum'd to the 8th. 

AprilS. Mr Chocke from the Exchequer prefented to the 
Houfe an Account of all the publick Debts at the Receipt· 
of his Majefty's Exchequer, due or ftanding out at Chriftrnas 
1727, with the annual Intereft paid for the fame. Then the 
proper Officers were order'd to lay before the Houfe, I. All 
Account of the Money paid into the Exchequer, arifen upon 
the Duty on Coals and Culm from March 2 5, 1 7 I 9, to March 
2 5, 17 28, and alfo an Account how the fame has been ap
plied, diftinguHhing each Year. II. An Account ,ofwhat 
Arrears of Land-Taxes were Handing out at Michaelmas 
1 7 2 7. I II. An Account of W'hat Arrears of Window-Taxes 
were fl:anding out at Michael mas, 1 7 2 7. 

Then Sir William Yonge reported from the Committee 
The above llepre- • d d R r. · b d 1.: 
{entationr"portcd, appomte to raw up a epre1entat1on to e rna e toms 

Aad prefented to 
tJu: Kin&• 

Majefty, upon the Refolutions of the Houfe, of the 12th of 
March, and upon the Debate of the Houfe, laying before 
his Majefty a particular Account of the National Debts dif
charged and incurred fince the 25th of December 1 716. 
with a State of the Sinking-Fund, and of the Publick Cre
dit, that they had drawn up the faid Reprefentation, which 
he reported to the Houk, and being twice rea~ the fame was. 
after fome Debate, with fome Amendments, agreed to by 
the Hollfe ; and it was refolved, That the faid Reprefenta .. 
tion be prefented t'o his Majell:y by the whole Houfe . 

.April 1 o. The Houfe prefented to the King the faid Re .. 
prefenrntion, the Subftance whereof being already fet forth 
in the Refolutions of dte Houfe thereupon, [See p. 26.] 
We think it needlefs to {well this Work with the Particu
b•rs at large. 

April 1 1 . Mr Speaker rtported to the Houfe his Majefty's 
Anfwer to th'eir Reprefentation about the National Debt. 
~fOllows. 

Gentlemen, 



.. 
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Anno 1. Ceo. 11. 
Gentlemen, 172.8. 

1' I Cannot but be very well pleafed with this Reprefenta-~ 
n tion, which muft give general Satisfaaion to all my ~d lleprc-

'' People, by removing thofe groundlefs Jealoufies and Ap- ' 
'' prehenfions, which have been propagated and dHperfed 
" throughout the Kingdom. 

" The happy Effects of the flouri!hing State of the Pub
" lick Credit are too fenfibly felt and feen, not to be con
" feffed and acknowledged by every Body. 

" The Provifion made for gradually difehargihg the 
., National Debt is now become fo certain and confiderable, 
cc that nothing, but fome unforefeen Event, can alter or 
"' diminifh it ; which gives us the faireft ProfpeB: of feeing 
"' the Old Debts difcharged, without any Neceffity of in
"' curring New. 

" And you may be aEured, That it fhall be my particular 
"' Care and Study to maintain and preferve the Publidt: 
"' Credit; to improve the Sinking Fund; and to avoid all 
4

' Occafxons of laying any new Burthens upon my People." 

May 6. Sir Paul Methuen deliver'd to the Houfe a Mef
fage fign'd by his Majefty, which was read by Mr Speaker,. 
as follows, viz. 

G E 0 R G E R. "' H I S Majefty being under '. orne Engagements, entered The King•• Mer. 
· d d • h h Ad · d Co fage fota Yott: u " mto, an concerte Wit t e v1ee an ncur- credit. 

cc renee of the laft Parliament, for fecuring the Trade and 
'" Navigation of this Kingdom, and for reftoring and pre-
c c ferving the Peace of Europe ; and having been enabled to 
" anfwer and defray the Charges and Expences thereof, as 
"' far as they have hitherto become due and payable, and 
~' there being fiitl wanting a Sum not very confiderable, to 
"' perfect and fulfil thefe Obligations, relying upon the Duty 
'" and AffeCtion of his Commons, hopes they will enable him 
~c to difcharge fuch Engagements, as ftill remain unfatisfied 
~~ upon this Head of Service., 

The Confideration of this Meft'age was put off to the next 
Day. 

May 7. The Houfe took into Confideration his Majefly's 
Mefi'age, and after fome Debate, it was at laft refolved, Debate thercoa. 

by 2 3 7 Voices againft 1 o 1, That an humble Add refs be A Vote nr ~cUt 
. r. d h' M . fty d I h D ·d F'd 1· agreet~to, :anda:t pre1ente to 15 aJe , to ec are t e uty a.n t e 1ty Adarefs on lhiit 

of this Houfe to his Majefty, and the entire Confider~ce Occation. 

which they repofe in his Royal Care of, and Goodnefs to, his 
People • and tO atn.\i'e his Majdly, that this Haufe will 

· enable 
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f\nno •· Geo.II. enable his Majefly to anfwer and defray the Charges and 
~ Expences, that, frill remain unfatisfied, of the Engagements 

entred into and concerted, ·for fecuring the Trade and N avi
gation of this Kingdom, and for reftoring and preferving the 
Peace of Europe. 

Xing's Antwcr 
thereto. 

May 8. The Commons prefented the faid Addrefs to hi& 
Majefiy, who return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
cc I Return you my Thanks for this very dutiful and af
" feetionate Addrefs·; and you may: be affured that the 
"' Confidence, you repofe in me, iliall ~e employ'd for the 
" Publick Good, and Support of the Common Caufe." 

May 1 7· A Motion being made, ' That an humble Ad
drefs be prefented to his Majefiy, that he would be graci
ou11y pleafed to give Directions, that the proper Officer do 
lay before this Houfe an Account of the Sale of Woods, 
and Grants of the Falls of Woods, by his late Majefty, from 
Chrifi.mas, I 71 5, to June 1, 1 7 2 7, and how the fame have 
been accounted for : ' It occafion'd a warm Debate, wherein 

:Mr w. Pulteney's Mr William Pulteney urg'd, ' That through the Connivance 
Motion for an Ac- f r. M · F · h 1 ~ ft · K · 
.:ount of Grants of 0 10me en In avour Wit OUr ate mo graCIOUS mg, 
"l.'imber from lbe his Maiefty's Goodnefs had been abufed in feveral Grants of Crown. ;~ 

confiderable Falls of Nl oods, to the great Detriment and 
Wafie of the Royal Forefis~ at a Time when the Nation 
flood in fo great need of Timber, for the Repairing and 
Building of Ships ; and therefore he thought it very proper 
for the Haufe to inquire by what Means the faid Grants 
came to be obtained.' He was anfivered by Sir Robert 

~ir R. Walpole. Walpole, who reprefented, That fuch an Inquiry might be 
injurious to the Memory of fome Dead, and after aU, prove 
altogether unprofitable to the Living.' Then the previou$ 
Q!efiion being put, that the ~etlion be now put, it paffed 
jn the Negative. 

May z8. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, his Majefty made the foUowing Speech 
to both Houfes ; 

!>,in~·· 5pcech at 
rurtmg an ~:ud to 
tile Firll Seil,ol'l. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, " THE Difpatch you have given to the Pub lick Bufl
a nefs, and the advanced Seafon of the Year, make 
•' it proper for me to put an End to this Seffion of Parlia
'' ment. 

" The Zeal and Unanimity which you have fhewn in all 
" your ProceedinO"s, in regard to the true Intcreft of your 
" Country, and in°Support of the Common Caufe, have ful
,, ly anfwered my ExpeC1ations,- and wiU, I am perfuad~d,. 

" g1Ye 



( 31 ) 
" aive general Satisfa8ion here at Home, and cannot fail of Anno r. r.eo. H. 

" having theh due Weight and Influence Abroad. ~ 
" I expeCt very foon to hear that the Congrefs is opened. 

" The Preliminary Articles having laid fo good a Foundation 
" for a general Pacification, I hope all Parties will bring with 
" them fuch f.-wourable Difpofitions for finifhing and perfect
" ing this defirable Work, that we fhall foon fee a happy 
" Conc1ufion of this important Tranfatl:ion, with that Satif
" faction to Me and my Allies, which may reafonably be ex~ 
" pefted from the Juftice of our Caufe, and the mutual Con
" fidence which is eftablilhed among us. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I return you my Thanks for the effectual Supplies you 

'' have raifed for the Service of the Year. The prudent Ap
" plication you have made of the Produce of the Sinking 
" Fund will contribute to the Support of the pub]ick Credit; 
" and the Power you have given me of borrowing 50o,ooo I. 
" for the Difcharge of the Seamen's Wages, will meet with 
" univerfal Approbation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
u It is unnecefi"ary for me to recommend, in any particular 

" Manner, to your Care, the Prefervation of the Publick 
'' Peace in your feveral Stations and Countries : Your own 
" Inclinations will naturally lead you, by a due Execution of 
" the Laws, and a faithful Adminiftration of Juftic~, to pro
" mote upon all Occafi.ons the Welfare and Profperity of 
" my People. 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to the The Puliam~nt 
8th of Auguft : They were afterwards farther prorogued to prorogueJ, 

the z t ft of January. 

8PEECHE8 and DEBATES 

In the S E c o N o S E s s 1 o N of the 

Firfl Par tiamc1zt of King GEoRGE II. 

0 N the z I ft of January the Parliament being met at 
Weftminfter, the King came to the Houfe of Peers, 
and the Commons being a.lfo come thither, his Ma

jefty made the following Speech. 

Anno 2.. Ge•. U, 
lj.z.i·J9· 



Anno A. ~eo. IL 
172.8·2.9· My Lords and Gentlemen, 
~ " I Am fenfible you are met together in Expell:ation of be· 
:a~~ the Sc- u ing informed of the prefent Situation of publick Affairs ; 
c n. " and of receiving that SatisfaCtion which the Expences alrea-

" dy made, and the Apprehenfion of their being continued 
'' for fome longer Time, make it j uft and reafonable for yo\1. 
" to def¥"e. 

" The Execution of the Preliminary Art4;les, and the 
•• Opening of the Congrefs at SoiU"ons, laid a Foundation for 
" you to entertain Hopes of feeing, very foon, the happy 
•• Fruits and E:llt:Ets of a general Pacification. 

H But the various and extenfive Views, which fell under 
., Confideration, in fettling and reconciling the different In
cc terefts and Pretenfi.ons of fo many different Powers, ap
., peared to be a Work of fo much Time and Difficulty, that 
0 the Projetl: of a Provifional Treaty was thought of as a 
•• proper Expedient ; which being concerted and negotiated 
" among the Minifters of the principal Powers, Parties to the 
'' Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was approved of by me 
" and my Allies, not without r~afonable Hopes of the Con
•' currence of the Imperial Court arid the Court of Madrid • 

. " But no definitive Anfwer being yet returned by either of 
ct them, nor the ProjeCt of the Proviiional Treaty either ac
., cepted, or rejeaed, the Fate of Europe is frill held in Suf.,. 
c' pence, labouring under Difficulties that unavoidably attend 
., fuch a doubtful and undetermined Condition. 

" It is with no fmall Concern, that I am again obliged tCJ 
" fpeak to my Parliament in this State of Uncertainty; nor 
" am I infenfible of the Burthens which my Subjetl:s bear, and 
cc that in our prefent Circumftances fame may be inJuced to 
" think, that an aCtual War is preferaQle to fuch a doubtful 
u and imperfect Peace. But as the Exchange is very eafy 
" to be made at any Time ; and as I am confident I fhall 
" not be thought backward. in doing myfelf and the Nation 
"' Jufi:ice, when a proper Occafion calls upon me for it, I 
" hope you will believe, that a juft Regard for the E:ife and 
" Interefr of my People alone prevailed upon me, rather to 
" fulfcr fame temporary Inconveniencies, with the daily Pro
" fpect of obtaining a fafe and honourable Peace ; than too 
" precipitately to kindle a War in Europe, and to p]unge 
" the Nation into ftill greater and unknown Expences. But 
u how difagreeable foever thefe Delays may be, nothing ~s 
" more unjuft than to impute them to the Conduct of 111e, or 
" my Allies. No Endeavours indeed have been wanting tfill 
'' feparate and diffolve the happy Union that is eftablifhed 
n among us ; but long Experience, and repeated Proofs of 
., mutual Fidelity. have fo firengthened and cememed this 

'' Alliance , 
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n Alli:uice, founded upon, and united by common lntereft, Anno~. ~o. u. 
" that all Attempts to weaken it, or to create Jealoufies and ~ 
" Diffidence among us, have proved as vain and fruitlefs, as 
~' the Infmuations to the contrary are falfe and groundlefs. 

H It will neverthelefs be incumbent upon us to bring this 
" important TranfaCtion to a fpeedy and certain Decifion, 
" that if a Conclu:fion can be put to it, ~on:fiitent with the 
4

' Security and Prefervation of the Rights, Privileges, and 
., Poifeffion5 of Great Britain and my Allies, the Blefiings of 
'' Peace may be d.UFufed throughout Europe, and my King
" doms again enjoy the happy Effeas of a fetded Tranquility; 
" or, if this cannot be had, that the Allies may unite with 
'' Vigour and Refolution, and exert themfelves in procuring 
" that J uftice and Satisfaffion which has been fo long de
" layed. If this fhould unavoidably he the Cafe, I depend 
" upon the Zeal and Mfeflion of this Parliament, that they 
" will chearfully and effeCtually fupport me in carrying on a 
" juft and necdfary War. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
n I wifh~d and truly hop'd to have fee~ the publick Ex

'' pences leffened before this Time, bu_t die prefent Circum
" fiances of Affairs oblige me to ask of you fuch Supplies as 
" fhall be necefi"ary for anfwering and defraying the Charge 
" and Services of the enfmng Year, and for enabling me~ as 
cc Events may require, to aa with Vigour, and in Concert 
., with my Allies, who have refolved to make the tame Pre
n parations, and to keep on.Foot all their extraordinary For
ce ces: I will order the proper Eftimates to be immediately 
'' prepared and laid before you. And as the Produce of the 
" Sinking Fund has exceeded our ExpeB:ations, I muft re
" commend it to your Care to make a farther Application of 
" it to its proper Ufes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" It cannot be expeCted that I fhould enter into the feveral 

4
' Caufes and Motives, which may have occafioned the pre

" fent Delays in the Courts of Vienna and Madrid ; but if, 
'' among other Reafons, Hopes given from hence of creating 
"' Difcontents and Divifions among my SubjeCl:s, and a Pro
'' fpect of feeing Difficulties arife at Home, have greatly en
" couraged them in their dilatory Proceedings : I am per· 
·!It fuaded, that your known AifeCl:ion to me, and a juft Re· 
" gard for your own Honour and the Intereft and Security 
H of the Nation, will determine you dfedually to difcourage 
" the unnatural and injurious Prattices of {orne Few, who 
" fuggeft the Means of difueffing their Country, and after- / 
" wards clamour at the Inconveniencies which they them-
u feJves have occafioned. It is more than prubJble, that 
u Foreign Courts will wait now for the Ref~!~ of your Deli. 

VoL. II. E '' hera'" 
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Anoo "· Ceo. n. " berations ; and as you may depend upon my Confta.ncy and 
~ " Steadinefs, that no wicked and groundlefs Suggeftions or 

" Infmuations fhall make me depart from my prefent Pur .. 
~' pofes, fo I entirely rely upon your Wifdom and Unani· 
" mity, to convince the World, that fuch pernicious Defi.gns 
" and Intrigues fhall not alter that Aft"eetion, Harmony, and 
" good Underfl:anding, which has hitherto fubftfted, and I 
" hope will always fubflfi, between me and my Parliament. 

The Commons being returned to their Haufe, and the 
~ro~~n°fo~na~~~- Speaker having reported his Majefty's Speech, Sir George 
rtrcls ot Thanks. ,Oxenden * mov'd for an Addrefs to return his Majefty the 

Thanks of the Haufe, for his moil: gracious Speech ; to con
gratulate his Majefty upon the Arrival of the Prince of 
·wales; to acknowledge his Majefty's Goodnefs and Wifdom, 
in avoiding all Difficulties and Delays, by concerting the 
moft expeditious Methods of concluding, with Honour and 
Juftice, the Negotiations depending at Soiffons: To exprefs 
their grateful Senfe of his Majefty's tender Regard for the 
Eafe and Intereft of his People, in declining to plunge the 
Nation into greater and unknown Expences, as long as there 
is a Profpe8: of obtaining a fafe and honourable Peace : To 
afi"ure his Majefty, that this Haufe, fully convinc'd, that his 
Majefty's own Honour, and the Honour of the Nation, are, 
above all Things, dear and precious to him, entirely relies 
upon his Majefty to do himfelf and the Nation Juftice, aa 

Debate thereon. foon as any proper Occafion fhall call upon him for it, and 
Sir G. Oxenden. to fe<:ure the Commerce of this Kingdom : Sir George Ox-
Mr W. Chetwynd, r. d d a1 d M b fc P1r E. Thompfon. end en was 1econ e by Mr W ter Chetwyn , em er or 
SK w. Yon~:,c. Lichfield, and fupported by Mr Edward Thompfon, and 

Mr Doddingtr:il, 
Mr H. WaflJo!c. 
Lord Fm,·h. 
L-)cc M.tlpas. 
1\.!rT:<·.J"t, 
6ir \ V. :)•ric~Jand. 
fiir P, Jl.·!etbue•l. 
Jlr k, W;~lpu!~, 

Sir William Y onge. Some Mem hers hereupon took Excep
tion at the Words to Secure the Commerce. inftead of which 
they thought it more proper to fay, Re.ftore the Commerce: 
And to fupport their Opinion, took Notice of the many and 
great Lofi'es fufiain'd by the, Britifu Merchants, by the De
predations of the Spaniards, both in Europe and the Weft· 
Indies ; not without refleaing on fame Perfons, for not giv. 
ing proper Order5 to fecure our Trade, to reprefs thofe In
fults, and to make Reprifals, .according to the Law of Na
tions. This occafion'd a Debate, upon the Q!!eil:ion, whe-
ther the Word Secure ihould fl:and, or whether Rejlore fhould 
be infetted inftead of it ; but Sir George Oxendeu, Mr W al
ter Chetwynd, Mr Edward Thompfon, Sir William Yonge, 
Mr Doddington, l\1r Horatio Walpole, Lord Finch, Lord 
Mal pas •, Mr Talbot "f, Sir William Strickland, Sir Paul Me
thuen, and Sir Robert \Valpole infilled on tlle former ; and 

on 
u A Con;miJfwlm' rf tle Admirt~lty. 

• ~f Cfllflmiffitrle•· '1. tfi Adllliralty. t So!i,itar Gnm·lfl. 
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t)n the other Hand, Sir William Wyndham, Mr William An110 "·Ceo. rr. 
Pqlt~ney, Capt. Venton, Mr Shippen, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr ~ 
,J.utwyche,. Mr Sandys, and Mr Winnington, were as fl:re- sir w. Wynl:lham. 

nuous-for the latter; and an eminent Courtier having offer'd MrW. Pulteney. 

[ 
• l • Capt. Vernon. 

to produce a Pamphlet, lntttled, Oofervatzons on the Conduli Yfr Shippen . 
• t:" G B • • • h J - h J\.T • • d h S1r Jof. Jekyll. !t reat rzfam, wtf regal'"" to f e J.vtgottatzons an lit er Mr r.urwyche. 

Y'ranfatlions ahr~ad, 1 729.) to juftify the Condua of Great ~~~~~~on, 
Britain, with relation to the fuppofed Inallivity of our Squa-
drons, and the Depredations committed by the Spaniards ~ 
and, with that View, containing Abfiraas of the Infiruaions 
given to Admi~al Hofier, and the other Commanders of the 
Brid1h Squadrons ; Mr William Pulteney animadverted iipon, 
and exploded that Pamphlet, as made up of glaring Mifre~ 
prefentations of Facts, Inconfiftencies, and ContradiCtions. 
He urg'd, ' That tho' the Author, by his bold launching into 
Politicks, his pretending to be let into the deepefi Myfteries 
~State, and his publiiliing Part of the Inftruetions given to 
our Admirals_. would be thought to write with Auth.ority; 
yet it feem'd very extraordinary, and highly improbable, 
that an obfcure and namelefs Pamphleteer fhould be favour'd 
with Papers of fuch Importance and private Nature: That 
therefore it was more teafonable to believe, that this Scribler 
:had furreptitioufly procured thefe ~mperfefl Lights and lame 
Abftra& from fo~e of the U nder-Cierks, which he printed 
with his crude and indigefted Obfervations, in order to curry 
Favour ; fbr that it could not be {uppofed, that Men of 
{o great Abilities, as they who are at the Head of our Af-
fairs, ihould not know the DifFerence between the Flotilla and 
Galleons, or that they fail'd from two Ports, at a very great 
Diftance from each other. Mr Pulteney was back'd by Capt. 
Vernon, Member for Penryn, who faid, ' That he would 
not pretend ao determine, whether thofe Scraps of Inftruaions 
pubhfh'd in the Pamphlet in Q.!!eftion, were genuine or for-
ged ; but this he would venture to averr, that there were 
in them fome Things fo very odd and inconftftent, as gave 
them a very fufpicious Afpect ; or, if genuine, render'd them 
impraCticable. •. Hereupon Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, ' That 
£nee 'the Courtiers fo ftrenuoufly infifted on the Word Secure, 
l!.e would readily comply with them, provided a fmall Ad-
4iti~n was made to the Addrefs, to put them in Mind of fe-
curing the Rignts and Liberties of the People. At lafl. the 
Q!!eftion ~ing call'd for, asd put, Whether the Word Se-
cure fhould ftand? It was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 249 
Votes againft 87 ; and a Commi~tee was appointed to draw 
up the faid Add refs. · 

· January 2 2. Sir George Oxe11den rCiJOrted the Addrefs A,n AW!rcfs rcfoh·'l' 

drawn up by the Committee, which was agreed to. on and pref,ntcd, 

7~n. H· 'fhe Haufe prefented the fame to the King. 
E ~ Maft 



Anno z, Ceo. II. 
17:1.8-2.9· 

~ 
The Addn:fs. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, ' w E your Majetl:y 's moil: dutiful and loyal Subjefls, 
c the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af
' fembled, beg Leave humbly to return our fincere and un-
4 feigned Thanks for yoar Majefty's moft gracious Speech 
c from the Throne. 

c We congratulate your MajeO:y upon the fafe Arrival of 
' his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, fo much to the 
' Joy and SatisfaCtion of your Majefty :md all your People. 

~ We are not infenfible of the various and exter.1ive Views, 
' which muft naturally arife in fettling and reconciling the 
' different I nterefts and Preten:fions of fo many diffe.rent Powers,. 
' Parties to the Treaties of Hanover and Vienna ; and we 
c acknowledge, with the 1.1tmoft Gratitude, your Majefty~s 
1 great Wifdom and Prudence, in avoiding, as far as was pof
' ffible, all Occa:fions of Difficulties and Delays, by concerting 
' the moft expeditious Methods of concluding, with Honour 
' and Jufiice, the Negotiations depending at Soiffons. 

1 We have the Happinefs to fee your Majefty indefatigable 
' in the Purfuits of the Interefts of your People ; accommo-
' dating and compofmg the publick Differences, declining the 
' Temptation of Military Glory, and chufmg rather to fe
~ cure to your Subjefls their juft Rights and Pofi'efiions, by 
' the milder Arts of Moderation and Forbearance, than to 
~ plunge the Nation unneceffarily into infinite and unknown 
c Expences. 

' But your faithful Commons are fo fully convinced, that 
' your own Honour, and the Honour of your Kingdoms, 
•. are Confiderations fo dear to your Majefty, and fo infepa· 
' rable from your Royal Mind, that we can, with the great
' eft Confidence imaginable, entirely rely upon your Majefty9s 
' undoubted Valour and Refolution to do yourfelf and the 
' Nation J uftice, whenever a proper Occafton calls upon you 
' for it ; and we cannot in the leaft doubt, fr6m your Ma
' jefty's conftant and due Regard to the Rights, Privileges, 
' and Interefts of your People, but that your Princely Care 
' will equally extend itfelf to the Securing our Commerce, 
' and obtaining a jufi: SatisfaCtion for the many and great 
' Lolfes fu.ftain'd by your trading Subjects. 

' The mutual Harmony and Fidelity, fo firmly efiablifhed 
c and fubftil:ing between your Majefty and your Allies, can· 
' not fail to create in your Com ·nons the high eft Satisfaaion ; 
" and it is with Pleafure we obferve, that all Endeavours and 
' Attempts to feparate and di:lfolve this happy Union, of fuch 
' Confequence to your Kingdoms, and fo e:lfential to the pre
' ferving the Peace and Tranquility of Europe, have prove~ 
' vain ar.d unfuccefsful. 

'We 
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c We beg Leave to aff'ure your Majefty, thatwewilJ, with Annu. eeo.rr. 

1 the greateft Chearfulnefs, raife the Supplies neceffary for ~ 
' anfwering and defraying the Charges and Expences of the 
' enfuing Year, and will not fail to make the proper Difpo. 
' fition of the growing Produce of the Sinking Fund. And 
' if, after all ]JOUr Majefty's unwearied Endeavours to p.ro-. 
' cure a fafe and honourable Peace, a Rupture fhould be-
' come unavoidable, your Majefty may depend upon the 
' Zeal and Affection of this Houfe, dFeClually to fupport 
' your Majefty, in carrying on a juft and neceffiuy War, and 
' enable you to aa: with Vigour in ConjunCtion with your 
' Allies, as future Events and the Circumftances of Publick: 
' Aft"airs may require. 

' And as nothing can be more injurious to your Majefty's 
' Honour, and the Intereft and Reputation of your People, 
' than the vile and detellable Praaices of thofe, who by 
' giving Hopes of Difcontents, Diviiions and Difficulties 
' arifmg here at' Home, encourage the dilatory Proceedings 
' that have hitherto retarded the Conclufion of this impor
' tant Tranfaflion : We look with the ntmoft Abhorrence 
'.upon the Authors and Contrivers of Juch bafe and unnatural 
r Artifices, who fuggeft the Means of diilrefl'mg their Conn· 
' try, and clamour at the Inconveniencies which they them· 
r .felves have occaftoned. This makes it highly incumbent 
' upon us to give your Majefty the moft unfeigned Alfurance, 
' that this Houfe will, by an unfha.ken Duty and AJF~aion to 
' your Majefty, and by a fteady Perfeverance in Support of 
' your Government, convince the World, that no falfe and 
' groundlefs Infinuations, no wicked Deftgns and Intrjgues 
' whatfoever, fhall be able to alter or diminiJh that Harmo· 
' ny and good U nderfta.nding b~tween your Majefty and your 
' Parliament, which our Inclination, Duty, and Intereft call 
' upon us inviola.bl y to preferve. 't 

To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anfwer: 

Gentlemen, " I Thank you for this very dutiful and affeaionate Ad- Hi•MajeftytsAn· 
d r. d r. h A IT: h . fwer tbC:rc:to, " re1s, an 10r t e nurances you ave g1ven me of 

" your Concurrence and Support in my prefent Engagements: 
" You may depend upon it, that the Honour and I ntereft of 
" my People fhall be my principal Care and Concern, in 
'' all Events." 

Jan. z3. Sir Charles Turner made a Motion for a Supply, ASQpplyvoted. 

which was unanimoufly refolv'd on. This Refolution was, 
on the zsth, reported and agreed to. 

'Jan. 
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Anna :r.. Geo.u. :fat~. 3 I. Mr Henry Pelham prefented to the Hou(e a!J 
~ Eftimate of the Charge of 2224 Horfe, 1836 Dragoons-1 
F.rumate of' the and 8034 Foot, the Troops of the Landgrave of Heffe-
J:Ieffian Forces for c·· rr:1 r h y hi h Eftim t b ' d the Year 1719t _ aue , 101 t e ear 1 729 ;_ w c a e emg rea , was 
prefentcd., order'd to lie on the Table • 
.Debatcconcerni.,g . Then the l:;ommons being in a Grand Committ.~e on th~ 
~~F~::rsf~r ~upply, a Motion was made for continuing the fame Number 
theYeall:'l-9· pf Men for Guards and Garrifons in Great-Britain, as wer~ 

provided for the Year 1728,· amounting to ~z,955 Men. 
:MrW.Pulteney. This was fuongly oppofed by Mr William Pulteney. and 
Mr Shippen. Mr Shippen, who urged, ~ That a Standing Army was alto

gether inconftfieut with our Laws and Conftitution : Tha~ 
there is no Inftance of any regular Force kept in England· in 
Time of Peace, before the unfortunate Reign of King 
Charles I. That the Armies that were raifed in former 
Days, ei~er to fuppre(s_ iitteftine Comtnotions, or for foreign 
Service, were always ditbanded immediately after thofe Oc:
cafions were over : That the Army in the Time of King 
Charles I. prov'd no lefs fatal and o~preffive to the Parliament 
that rais'd lt, than t<? the King htmfelf whofe Head theY. 
cut off ; for tho • they were raifed in Defence of Liberty, 
yet they ferved at laft to fupport an. UfuTJ?cr, and to efta:
blifh an arbitrary military Gov~mment ; That tl}e Armx 
King James II. raifed was the primary Caufe of his Mif-. 
fortunes, as. it rouzed the true Englifh Spirit, and create~ 
thofe Fears and Jealoufie~, which h~s fubfeque;n~ A& of 
Power and Bigotry mac;le afterwards appear- to be but to~ 
well grounded: That the Nation were fQ f~n{ible of the 
Dangers they had efcaped, by the feafonable coming over 
of a Deliverer, that one Fundamental Article for the Efta-. 
l,llilhment of our Liberties, in the Bill of Rights, is, Tha~ 
the keeping up a fianding Army in Time of Peace, is con:" 
trary to Law: That, accordingly, after the Peace of Ryf
w!ck, the greateft Part of the Army was di.(b~nde,d ; and 
though, upon the juft Fear of a new War, the Parliament 
complemented King William with an Eftablilhment of t o,ooo 
Men, ret thy fame was not obtained without Oppofition_; 
many honeR: and faber Men, among the warmeft Sticklers 
for th~ Revolution, looking upon it as an Encroachment on 
our Liberties, and being juftly apprehenfi.ve it would prove a 
dangerous Precedent : That during the late War, our Land
Forces, together with thofe in our Pay, amounted to above 
~oo,ooo Men, the Load of which f1ill lies heavy upon us; 
but after the Peace of Utrecht, there was a general Reduc
tion, except about 1 z,ooo Men : That upon the late King's 
Acceffion, when the Rebellion broke out in Scotland and 
England, the Army was, indeed, augmented with feveral 
Regiments, and other additional Troops ; but thefe we;e 

a gall\ 
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again reduced not long after : That in the Year i 7! 7, upon Anno:r.. ~o. u. 
the Profpect of the great Dangers that were apprehended ~ 
from the Treaty of Vienna, an Augmentation of about 8ooo 
Men was moved for in this Houfe; (See VoL. I:.-~. 383.] but 
the fame was warmly oppofed ; nor was it granted but upon 
A1furance that this Expence fhould ceafe, as foon as the ex-
traordinary Occafion that call'd for it was over: That the 
Event llas fhewn, that moil of thefe Dangers were ill ground· 
ed and chimerical, the Court of Vienna having readily 
agreed to Preliminaries, that have been look'd upon as a 
fuflicient Foundation for a general Pacification. That, at 
the Sollicitations both of the Emperor and King of France~ 
the King of Spain being prevail'd upon to come into the fame 
Meafures, the Congrefs of Soiffons was form'd, in which, it 
feems, a Provifional Treaty has been negotiated, among the 
Minifters of the principal Powers, Parties to the Treaties of 
Hanover and Vienna, which has been approved of by his 
Majefty, and his Allies, not without reafonable Hopes of the 
Concurrence of the Courts of Vienna and Madrid: That 
therefore this feem'd a moft proper Time to retrench our 
annual ~pences, and by ufing the moft exatt OEconomy, 
to 1hew they were willing to cafe the Nation of the inunenfe 
Load of Debt that lies upon it : That befides the prefent 
Eftablifument of Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, the 
Forces in Minorca, Gibraltar, and the Weft-Indies, we pny 
for 1 2000 Heffian Auxiliaries and Subfid.ies to the King of 
Sweden, and the Duke of Wolfembuttle: And fince, bv the 
Situation of the Publick AfFairs. it was apparent, that ·thofe 
extraordinary Expences might with Safety be ldfen 'd. they 
ought to begin with reducing, if not All~ at leaft Part of the 
Additional Forces. tltat were raifed two Years before : That 
his Majefty was entirely poffefs'd of the Hearts of his Peo-
ple, wherein his heft Security is ; but if any Thing could 
lelfen their AffeCtions to the prefent happy Settlement, and 
make the Nation jealous and apprehenfive of Dangers to 
our excellent Conilitution, it would be to fee fuch numerous 
Forces kept up, while there was no manner of Bufinef~ for 
them, either at Home or Abroad. To this Mr Walpole and Mr w.~:po~. 
Mr Doddington anfwer'd, ' That Arguments againil Stan- Mr D.,<.~di••II,~Mil· 

ding Armies, drawn from antient Times, were foreign and 
inconclufive, fmce, in thofe Days, there were no regular 
Forces kept up in any Part of Europe ; whereas, at prclcnt, 
there is no Kingdom nor State without them : That th.: 
fuppofed Inconveniencies and Dangers from Standing A rmic'> 
ought not to be of any \Vcjght, fince more Iuilanccs might 
be produc'd of their being beneficial than of their being 
hurtful ; for many States, and, in p:.rticular, the Republic~ 
ef Holland, owe the Prcfervo:.tion c,f their Liberties to th• ir 

re0lJ .<1· 
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Anno~. oeo.n. regular Troops ; and others have been enflaved by encroach
~ ing ambitious Neighbours for want of them : That the Body 

of Forces now on the EftablHhment, though larger than in 

') former Times, could give no Jealoufy or Umbrage to any 
reafonable Engliflunan; for, if it deferves the Name of an 
Army, it is but an Annual and Parliamentary Anny, under 
the fevereft and ftriB:eft Difcipline, and not only dependent 
llpon, but fubfervient and ufeful to the Civil Power ; and 
therefore it was no lefs unjuft than abfurd, to entertain and. 
infufe Apprehenfions from fuch an Anny: That as long as 
the main Reafons, for which our National Forces were· en
creafed, fubftfted, fo long, in Prudence, ought that Addition 
to be kept up. That the publick AfFairs have now, indeed, 
a fairer AfpeB: than fame Years ago, yet no reafonable Man 
would have the Army reduc'd before a Peace is fully con
cluded : That a provifional Treaty for that Purpofe had been 
concerted at Soiffons, and approved of by his Majefty and 
his Allies ; but as this Projea was net yet accepted, either 
by the Court of Vienna or that of Madrid, the Fate of Eu
rope was ftill undetermin'd; and therefore to reduce our 
Forces in fuch a State of Uncertainty, which, of courfe, 
implies Danger, would be the higheft Piece of Folly, and 
expofe the Nation to frefh Infults and Depredations from 
the Spaniards. • Then the ~eftion being put upon the Mo
tion, the following Refolutions were carried without dividing. 
1. That the Number of effeCtive Men to be provided for 
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey 
andJerfey, for the Year 1729, be including 2815 Invalids, 
and 5 s 5 Men, which the Six Independent Companies conftft 
of, for the Service of the Highlands, 2 29 55 Men, Com
rniffion and Non-Commiffion Officers included. II. That the 
Sum of784,983l. 12 s. 10 d. be granted to his Majefty for 
defraying the Charge of the taid z 2 9 5 5 effeCtive Men, for 
Guards, Garrifons, and other his Majefty's Land Forces in 
Great Britain, Guernfey and Jerfey, for the Year 17 29. 

Feb. 3. The above Refolutions being reported were agreed 
to by the Haufe. 

The fame Day, Sir George Oxenden, from the Commif.. 
fioners of the Navy, laid before the Haufe, an Account of 
the Amount of the lntereft-Money which had been paid for 
Navy and Victualling Bills, from the z 5th of December, 
17z1, to the 25th of December, 1728. This Account 

Mr Pulteney•~ Ob- g~ve Occ~fion to Mr Pulteney to take Notice, . ' That not
krvations on th1;: wtthftandmg the good OEconomy that was fatd tO be efta
Publick Debts. bli1h'd in the Management of the Revenues, the publick 

Debts flill increafed every Year ; to which the Courtiers an
fwer'd, That the contrary plainly appear'd, from the Pro
duce of the Sinking Fund, by Mear.s whereof, the Supplies 

for 
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ror this Year would be raifed, without laying any new Taxes ; ' Ann• :t. Ceo. n. 
Hereupon it was moved, 'That this Houfe will raife the ~ 
Supplies necefi"ary for the current Service of this Year, with- · 
out creating any new Debt upon any Fund whatfoever : But 
the ~eftion being put thereupon, it pafs'd in the Negative. 

Feb. 5. Mr Pelham prefented to the Commons an Account 
of Subfidies payable by his Majefty to the King of Sweden> 
and the Duke of Brunfwick Lunenburg W olfenbuttle ; Then a Motion ror an Ad· 

. • . • drefs to bu Maje. 
Matton was made, and the O!!efhon put, That an humble Ad- tly to Jcnow wo,.t 

dr r. b fc d h" M · ft d fi th h" H i-. Succours he had e1s e pre ente tO IS aJC y, tO e lrC at t IS OUlC demanded from hit 
may be inform'd what Demands were made in Behalf of the Alliei, d~ring the 

' late: Ho!\i!Jues. 
Crown of Great Britain, to his Majefty's Allies, for Succours 
of Troops, Ships, or Money, which they were obliged to fur
nilh, in Purfuance of Treaties, during the late Hoftilities, 
and Siege of Gibraltar, and in what Manner the faid De
mands were comply'd with; or whether any Meafures were 
fettled and concerted between the Crown of Great Britain 
arid its Allies, in order to carry on a general and vigorous 
War, in cafe the Projett of the Preliminary Articles of Pear.e, 
under Confideration during the Siege of Gibraltar, had not 
been accepted : But the ~eftion being put, it was carry'd in 
the Negative. 

Feb. 7. Mr Pelham laid before the Houfe a Copy of the ~tm~ on the Hcl.: 
Eftablilhment of the Heffian Forces for the Year 1 7Z9 ; and lian Troop~. 
then, in a grand Committee, the Commons confider'd the 
~ubfidies payable to Foreign Princes. Mr Pelham, Sir Wil- ~; ~.~'::1'!'; 
ham Yonge, and fome other Members, ha\·ing fhewn the 
Neceffity of making good his Majefty's Engagements, which 
the Commons had made their own, by approving them ; Mr 
William Pulteney faid thereupon, ' He had (o great Regard Mr w. Pulte11cy; 

for the King's Honour, th4!-t he would readily, at any Time, 
give his Vote to enable his Majefty to anfwer and difcharge 
his Engagements ; but that, at the fame Time, out of Re~ 
gard to their Country whom they reprefentcd, and who la-
bour'd under a heavy Load of Debts and Taxes, he thought 
it a Duty incumbent on them, to retrench all fuper:Auous Ex-
pences : That in Relation to the Demand now before them, 
he would not enter upon the Inqujry, whether fuch a large 
Body of Heffian Auxiliaries was neceffary at a Time of per-
felt Tranquility, at leail, of Inaction : But he begg'd Leave 
to obferve, that the Landgrave of Hefi"e-Ca~el ufed to keep 
7000 Men confiantly in his Pay; and as he had only added 
sooo ~1en, to make up the 1 z,ooo, which he was to furnifn 
to the Allies of Hanover, it feem'd but reafonable that Great-
Britain fhould pay for no more than thefe ;ooo Addi.tional 
Troops ; adding, That the fame might be faid, with refpeCl 
to the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, who, notwithftanding the Sub-
idy he received (rom Great Britain, maintain'd no mo11e 

v 0 ~· ll~ f T{OO{II 



( 4Z ) 
AIUJo :~. Geo. 11. Troops than he did before.' Hereupon Sir Robert Walpo!e 
~ endeavour'd to j,J:Iftify the Meafures that had been taken, in 

Confequence of the Hanover Alliance; and in particular to 
5it R. Walpole. fhew how ufeful this Body of 1 z,ooo Heffians had been, to

wards preventing the kindling of-a War, for which the Court 
of Vienna, with the Afiiftance of Spanifh Subfidies, had 
made great Preparations, and, in order thereto, had retain'd 
Troops of three Ele_Cl:ors, befides the Augmentation of its 
own. Adding, That for his Part, he was fully convinc'd, 
that had it not been for the Heffians, the Emperor would 
not have come into the Preliminaries, and other P<J.cifick 
Meafures ; and therefore they ought not to grudge an Ex'!!: 
pence, which had a1ready prov'd fo beneficial to the Tran-

.s;r J. Jekyll. quility of Europe. To this, Sir Jofeph Jekyll and Mr Lut-
~r Lutwyche. d Th h Gl r. wyche, reply' , ' at w atever 01s might be put upon 

• fuch Meafures, yet, in their Opinion, they were repugnant 
to the conftant Maxims, by which England, in former Times, 
fteer'd and fquar'd its Condutl, with relation to its Intereft 
Abroad : That when our glorious Anceftors had any ~arrels 
with their Neighbours, they bravely fought them 'till they 
either beat them into Peace, or forc'd them to buy it; of 
which there were many Inftances in our Hiftory : That our 
Navy is our ~atural Strength; and, if well managed, our 
heft Defence and Security: But if, in order to avoid a War, 
we are fo condefcending and fo free-hearted as to buy and 
maintain the Forces of Foreign Princes, we are never like 
to fee an End of fuch extravagant Expences.' They were re-t: ~al~~ke. plied to by Sir Philip Yorke and Mr Talbot ; but at laft, by 
a Majority of z 56 Voices againft 91, the following Refoluti
ons were carry'd, viz. I. That the Sum of 241,259 I. 
1 s. 3d. be granted t-o his Majefty, for defrayiq.g the Expence 
of I :z,ooo Heffians, taken into his l"'ajeft}"s Pay, for the 
Year 1729. II. The Sum' of 5o,ooo I. for one Year's 
Subfidy to the King of Sweden, purfuant to a Treaty 
dated the 14th of March, 1726-7. III. The Sum of 
2 5 ,ooo I. for one Year's Subfidy to t~e Duke of W olfen
buttle, purfuant ~to a Treaty dated the 25th of Nov. 1727 .. 

Feh. to. Thefe Refolutions being reported were agreed: 
An Addrers th!t b h I"J r • h d' 'd' B · fol d th" F<>rcign to y t e :-:~ome, WJt out lVI mg: ut It was re ve to 
TrCioi'• i:1 Br:tl'h addrefs his M:.~j· efty That whenever it fhall be necefi'ary to 
Paynnybednlh-• • ' • • • . • 
ed with Britilh take any Forc1gn Troops mto h1s Servtce, he w11l be gracr-
CJoth. oufly pleafed to ufe his Endeavours, that they be ~lothe~ 

with the Manufacrures of Great Britain. · 
Feh. 18. A Motion was made, that the Court of Diretlors 

Mot! on for an Ar:· f h S h S C . d 1 b r. h H r 
C<_ unt ofwh:H 0 t e '--out ea. ompany 0 ay erore t e OUJe an 
J,Qjf~< f~e South- Account of an Demands with the value thereof. which the 
l'r~ \omp<tnv ' • • 
J,J"' '~"-~''·'<i by Company has, fince the Year I 71 7, had upon tho Spaniards, 
the ~·puruards. r.· S . d b h f Sh' th u1r. ..n~ f h · ror ei.ZUies rna e y t em o tps, or o er .a.:..ue~.- .... o t e 

faid, 
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faid Company, togeth~r with an Account of what Satisfatlion Anno 2,. Ceo.li. 

has been made to the Company for the faid Loffes, and how ~ 
much of the fame ftill remains unfatisfy'd: But the ~eftio.n 
being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Negative. 

Feh. :z 1. A Petition of the Merchants trading to, and inte- Petition of the 

refied in the Britifh Plantations in America, in Behalf of them- Ahmcrican ~er-
_r. th H c ants rcL1t1ng td 

felves and many others, was prCiented to e oufe, and read, the Deprcd~tiolll 
complaining of great Interruptions, for feveral Years paft, of ofthe sparuOLrda. 

the Trade of this Kingdom to the Britifh Colonies in Arne• 
rica, by the Spaniards, whofe Depredations in thofe Seas en-
danger the entire Lofs of that valuable Trade ; and that the 
Petitioners are without Remedy, for want of proper Powers 
for the Recovery of their Loffes ; and that the Spaniards treat W11ich are referred 

to the Grand Com• 
fuch of his Majefty's Subjects, as have fallen into their Hands, mittec. 

in a very barbarous and cruel Manner ; and praying the Con-
fideration of the Houfe, and fuch timely Remedy as the 
Haufe fhall think fit : This Petition, after fome Debate, was 
referr'd to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Feh. 24. The Order of the Day being read; for going into Motion fnrtakin& 
. W d M M . olf:hc Duty 011 a Grand Committee on ays an eans, a ouon was made~ Sw.p...na Cl.uJic•· 

and the Q!;!etlion was propos'd, That it be an lnftrutl:ion 
to the faid Committee~ that they do confider of proper Means 
to take off the· Duties upon Soap and Candles, granted and 
made a Security for feverallarge Sums of Money, advanced 
for the Service of the Publick upon Parliamentary Credit, 
the greateft Part of the Surpluffes whereof belong to the 
Sinking Fund, appropriated to the difcharging the National 
Debt, incurred before the 2 sth of December, I 716 : But the 
previous Qgeftion being put, that the ~eilion be now put, 

~ it palTed in the Negative, by a Majority of 21 7 Voice~ a-
gainft 79· 

MRrch 1 1. A Motion was made, ' That an humble Ad- Motion for an Ac:' 

drefs be prefented to his Majefty; that he would direB: the count o16o,ooo I. 
ch~r)l;'d for lictret 

proper Officers to la>: b~for~ the Haufe a particular and dif- Service. 

tinflAccount of the Diftnbuuon of the Sum of 6o,ooo I. which 
in an Account laid before this Haufe, fhewing how the Money 
given for the Servic~ of th~ Year I 72 8, has been difpofetl 
of-, is charged to have been tifued to perfefi and fulfil the Ob-
ligations his Majeily is under, on account of Engagements 
enter'd into and concerted, for fecuring tll,e Trade and Na-
vigation of this Kingdom, and for reftoring and preferving 
the Peace of Europe. 

March 13. A Bill wa.S order'd to be brought in, For the 
more e.ffeOual preven~ing Brihery and Corruption in the Ekc
tions of Memhers to jer'Ve in Parliament. 

The fame Day Petitions of divers Merchants trading to 
Portuial1 Spa:~, and Italy, &c. were prt>fented to the Houfe 

· Fa Md 

A Bill igain!\ 
Bribery at Eleill
on• or~ter'd tt lXI 
brotlgllt .in. 
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Anno.~. Geo. 1\- and read, complaining of great Lofi'es for feveral Y ec:trs paft7 

~ by their Ships and EffeB:s having been feiz'd in the liar
Petition ofthe hours of Spain, and taken at Sea by Spanifh Men of War 
~iili~~c~~.::fi;- and Privateers, and confifcated; and tho' regular Application 
~erchants ret •t- had been made for Redrefs and Proofs given of the Loffes · 
Jng tu the Deprc- • • • ' ' 
ciarions oftbe and Sat1sfachon Inight have been demanded at the Court of 
$paniuds. Madrid, yet no Benefit had been receiv'd thereby; and there-

fore praying the Confidetation of th~ Houfe, and fuch Re..;. 
Which is r.eferr'd ]ief a.~ to the Haufe fhall feem fit. Thefe Petitions were reto the Grand 
Commjttec. ferr'd to the Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Jtefolutlon r:<f the 
Haufe relating to 
the American 
Traders Per•·:ons. 

Then the Haufe, having refolv'd it felf into the faid Com
mittee, confider'd farther of the Petitions- of divers Mer
chants and others, interefted in the Britifh Plantations in 
America ; proceeded in the farther hearing of the Petitio
ners ; went thro' the Evidence; and, at laft, after fame 
Debate, put off the farther , Coniideration of that Affair 
to the zoth, but came to the following Refolution, viz. 
' That from the Peace concluded at Utrecht, in the Year 
i7 1 3, to this Time, the Britilh Trade and Navigation to 
and from the feveral Britifh Colonies in America, has been 
greatly interrupted by the continual Depredations of the Spa-
niards, who have feiz'd very valuable Effects, and have un
jufUy taken and made Prize of great Numbers of Britifh 
Ships and V dfels in thofe Parts, to the great Lofs and Dam
age of the Subje& of this Kingdoni, and in manifeft Vio
lation of the Treaties fubfitling between the two Crowns.' 
Then Mr Winnington, by Direction from the Grand Com
mittee~ mov'd, and it was accordingly refolv'd Nem. Con. 

AndanAdil.rcrs That an humble Addrefs be prefented to the Kiug, to defire 
thereon prelentCI! r. h • d r. h c.o ihe King. his Majefty will u1e 1s utmoil En eavours to prevent 1UC 

Hi! Majefty's An
fwu lh~rcto. 

Depredations ; to procure juft and reafonable SatisfaCtion for 
the Loffes fuftain'd; and to fecure to his Subjetl:s the free 
Exercife of Commerce and Navigation to and from the 
Britifh Colonies in America. 

March 14. Mr Winnington reported the faid Refolution, 
which was agret.id to. 

March 17. The Commons, with their Speaker, having 
attended the King with this Addrefs, his Majefty return'd 
the f~Jllowing Anfw~r. 

Gentlemen, " I Have always had the greatefi: Regard and Concern for 
u the Commerce and l'lavigation of my Kingdoms; I 
,H am fenfibly affeCl:ed with the Loffesfufta.in'd by my Trading 
4 ' SubjeCts; I have upon all proper Applications given the 
" ftrifleft Orders for procuring j ult and re ; mable Satisfa.c· 
" tion; and you may be aif~.Jred, that I will ure my bet! 

" Endeavo"'rs. 
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n Endeavours to anfwer the De:fires and Expe8:ations of my 
" People, upon an Affair of fo much Importance." 

Aano 2.. Ceo. JL 
17~9-2.9· 

~ 

March I 9· The Lords fent a Meffage to the Commons, The Lords, at a 

d · fc C £ } • G'b } d M' CoJ;f~rcnccwilb efinng a pre ent onierence, rc atmg to 1 ra tar an 1- the comrr.ons, c!~ 

norca · which being agreed to the Managers for the Lords fire tbei: Conrw-
, · ' renee With a Reo 

(;Ommunicated to thofe of the Commons a Refolution which folution relatin.& 

d r J] . R r. J 'd b h to Gibraltar an4 the Lords ha come to, as 10 ows : VIZ. ' e10 v y t e Minorca. 

' Lords Spiritual and Tempor:.l in Parliament affembled, that 
' they do entirely rely upon his Maje!ty, That he will, for 
' the maintaining the Honour, and fecuring the Trade of 
' this Kingdom, take effettual Care in the prefent Treaty, 
' to preferve his undoubted Right to Gibraltar and the Hland 
' of Minorca., 

The Lord Malpas, one of the Managers for the Commons, 
having reported the Conference to the Haufe, it was refolv'd An A..ddrefs for • 

to addrefs his Majefty for a Copy of the Letter written by Copy of a I.et:a 

h . l' M • ft h K' f S . • 1 • from K.mg Gco~ 
JS ate aJe y to t e mg o pam, m 1 72 r, re atmg to 1. 1':' the Kiryg m 

G 'b a1 Th. b fi d . h APPEND IX Sp:am, relau.,gtll 1 r tar. IS may e OUD In t e · Gibraltar, wh.icb. 
March 2 I • The faid Letter being laid before the Haufe js accordirJ!!ly Jaii 

, ' befQrc the HoWe. 
the fame was taken into Confideration, together with the 
Lords Refolution above-mentioned ; upon which, there was 
a Wlrm Debate. Many fevere Reflections were made on 
thofe who firft advifed his late Majefty to write fuch a Letter. 
as either implied, or at leaft was taken by the Spaniards, 
~s a pofitive Promife of giving up Gibraltar ; and there-
fore might be look'd upon as the main Source and Occafton 
both of the fubfequent Meafures that have been purfu'd to 
recover that falfe Step, and of the Difficulties we at prefcnt 
labour under.' The Courtiers endeavour'd to juftify thofe 
Meafures, and affur'd the Haufe, ~ That effectual Ca.re had 
been taken in the prefent Negociation, to fecure the Poffef-
fion of Gibraltar to the Crown of Great-Britain : ' But the 
Country·Party anfwer'd. ~ That the fame did not plainly ap· 
pear by the Tenor of the Provifional Treaty ; and therefore 
mov'd, That to the Lords Refolution, now under Confidera-
tion, the following Words might be added, viz. ~ And that Debat• tmreoa. 
' all Pretenfions on the Part of the Crown of Spain to the 
~ faid Places be fpecifically given up." But after fome farther 
Debate, the Q!!eftion, being put upon the faid Motion, it 
was carried in the Negative, by 267 Voices againft 1 x 1. 

After this, the Q!!eftion being put, That this Haufe does 
agree with the Lords in the faid Refolution, it was carried 
in the Affirmative without dividing. 

The C<Jmmor.! 
a~ree to the ahove 
Rcfo!ution of tbc 
Lords. 

The fame Day, a Bill, For the mort ejfellual preventhzg The Brib;ry-Bil 

Bribery and Corrup1io1z in the Eleflicn of lvlcmhers to ftr·~:H· rw;c~ ~~o.d, 
in Parliame1zt, was r<;ad the fidl, and order\1 to be read a 
fecond Time . ..... . 

March 
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1719· 

~ 
And committed. 
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March 24-. The faid Bill having been read a fecond Time, 

was committed to a Committee of the whole Haufe. 
March 25. The above .Refolution having been form•d into 

an Addrefs, both Houfes prefented the fame to his Majefty:J 
who re.turn'd the following Anfwer: 

My Lords and Gentlemen,. 
Jns Majefty's An- " I Thank you for the Confidence you repofe in me, I fwer to the above 
Refolutian of both " will take effetlual Care, as I have hitherto done, to 
HoufcJ. " fecure my undoubted Right to Gibraltar, ana the Ifland 

T!lc King's An· 
fwer ta tfie Ad
drelS for an Ac
..:ount of ();),oool. 
c:harg'd for Secret 
Service, 

" of Minorca. 

The (arne Day, Sir Paul Methuen deliver'd to the Com
J'(lons the following Anfwer to their Addrefs of the 11th 
Inftant, viz. " That the Sum of 6o,ooo I. mentioned in 
" that Addrefs, had been iffued and dilburfed, purfuant to 
" the Power given to his Majefty by Parliament, for necef
" fary Services and Engagements enter'd into for reftoring 
" and preferving the Peace of Europe, and which require the 
" greateft Secrecy ; and therefore, a particular and diftind 
" Account of the Diftribution of it, could not poffibly be 
u given. without a manifeft Prejudice to the Poblick." 

March z 7. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con
:fider·d farther of the Petition of feveral Merchants relating 
to the Spanifh Depredations ; heard fotne of the Petitioners ; 
examin'd Witneffes; and after a warm Debate, put off the 
farther Confideratiort of that Matter to the zd of April. 

'nle 1lr!be7c·Bill April I. The Bill, For t.he more ifellual pre<Venting Bri
f:~~·Lo~~nt ap lury and Corruption in Elellions was read the third Time, 

pafs'd, and fent to the Lords by Mr Watkin Williams 
Wynne, Knight of the Shire for Denbigh. 

Apri/2. Several Papers from the Admiralty~Office were 
laid before the Houfe, and all of them referr'd to the Grand 

. r th Committee, who made fame farther Progrefs in the ConRde-
Jtefolutions o e • f h r. 1 p · · 1 · • f h S "fh Houfe relatin~ to ratiOn 0 t e 1evera etttlons,.t comp ammg 0 t e pam 
~~!:h.~~: tu· Depredations;_ and then this Affair was again adj?urn'd to 
~n. ~erchants the 3d of Apnl; when, after a Debate, the Comrmttee came 

utJoJU. to the following Refolutions, viz. I. That feveral Ships, 
Merchandizes, and Effects, belonging to the Merchants of 
this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, have 
been taken and feiz'd by the Spaniards. in manifeft Violation 
of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns, for 
which no Reilitution . has yet been made ; and that the Ma
ilers and Crews of feveral of the faid Ships have been bar
baroufly and inhumanly treated. II. That in order to take 
the neceifary Care of the Interefts and-Properties of his Ma
jefty's SLlbjdls, and thofe of his Allis!s, very much concern~d 

1n 
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in the Cargo and EfFeas belonging to the Flota and Galleons; Anno11~0:0• II. 
and that all poffible Juftice might be done to all Parties in-~ 
terefted therein ; and to the End that the faid Treafure 
fhould not be employ'd if carrying on and fupporting danger~ 
ous Meafures and Eng~ements, againft his Majefty and his 
Allies, the Or-ders p.nd InfuucHons given to Vice-Admiral 
Hofier to block up the Fleta and Galleons ; and to endeavour 
to fecure and detain them, without any Embezzlement1 until 
Juftice and Satisfaction fuould be given to his Majeft:y and 
his Allies~ were juft, prudent, and neceffary, tending very 
much to prevent an open Rupture, and to preferve the Peace 
and Tranquility of Europe. 

April f· The above Refolu~ons being reported were 
agreed to by the Houfe ; and then, it was farther refolv'd, cf1 

' That an Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he will M:: ~:~c~ 
ufe his heft Endeavours to obtain all juft and reafonable Sa-
tisfaction for the Lolfes and Damages, which the Merchants 
of this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, 
have fuftain'd by the Spaniards taking and feizing feveral of 
their Ships, Merchandizes, and Effetl:s, in manifeft Violation 
of the Treaties fubftfting between the two Crown's.' The 
Houfe alfo order'd, That the above-mention'd Refolutions 
be laid before his Majefty, at the fame Time with the faid 
Addrefs~ by fuch Members as were of the Privy~Council. 

April g. Sir Paul Methuen acquainted the Houfe, 'That 
the faid Addrefs and Refolutions having been laid before the 
King, his Majefiy was pleafed to command him to acquaint . . . 
the Houfe,~ " That his Majelly was always extremely con- ~~r~-:~io~An· 
" cem'd when he heard of the Loffes and Sufferings of his 
"' Subjects ; and would continue to ufe his ben Endeavours, 
" as he had hitherto done, upon all Occafions, to obtain for 
~~ them juft and reafonable Satisfatl:ion." 

APril I t. Upon a Motion of M r • Scrope, Member for Accoun~ rel:~ting 
• !1 · · r 1 'd dd ..r. h" M • ft fi to t),C' CIVil L11l Brtfto , It wa.., re10 v to a rCis _Is IIJC y or an Account Jtc,venue t.!id be· 

of the Produce of the Civil Lift Revenues, within the Year,- fore the Huute. 

from Midfummer r 7 2 7 to Midfummer r 7 2 8, over and 
above the annual, weekly, or other Payments and Incum-
brances. thereon, and over and above all Grants made by 
any of his Majefty's Predeceffors : And fome other Papers re-
lating to the particular Receipts of the faid Revenues, were 
call'd for, and laid. before the Houfe. 

April 22. Several Papers relating to the Civil Lift Reve
Jlues, were laid before the Houfe . 

.Apr"i/ 23. The Commons went into a Grand Committee 
~n the Supply ; and after Examination of the Cammifiioners 

of 
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J,.1otion for grant· 
:ing to the K.ing 
:us,oool. on Ac· 
c:qunt of Arrears 
in the Civil Lift 
•evenues. 

of the Cufioms and Excife, the Pofl:-Mafter General, and 
other Officers concern'd in the Civil Lifl Revenues, the 
Courtiers endeavour'd to prove,' That there were fo great Ar
rears ftanding out on the feveral Branches of thofe Revenues,. 
that they fell fhort of J'roducing within the Year, the clear 
Sum' of 8oo,ooo I. wh1ch was tettled for his Majefty's Civil 
Lifl; and hereupon Mr Scrope mov'd, ' That the Sum of 
1 15 ,ooo I. be granted to his Majefty, upon account of the 

Debate thereon, 
JCr &:rape, 

Arrears of his Civil Lift Revenues, to be replaced and re
funded, for the Ufe and Bene:fit of the Publick, out of fuch 
Arrears of the faid Revenues, as ihall be ftanding out at his 
Majefty's Demife, and together with the taid Sum of 
I 1 5 ,ooo I. lhall be more than {ufficient to make up- the Pro
duce of the faid Revenues 8oo,ooo 1. per Amzum, during his 
Majetl:y's Life, to be computed from the 25th of June 
I 7 2 7. Though the Defign of this Motion was eafily appre
hended, yet many Members exprefs'd their Surprize, that it 
fuould be made fo late in the Seffion, and after the Recefs 
()f Eafter, and when it was generally underftood that there 
was no farther Demand of Money to be made ; fince it re
lated to an Account, faid by the Member who made the 
Motion, to have been clofed at Midfummer 1728, and 
confequently proper in every Refpect, if at all, to have 
l>een brought in very early in the Seffion, and to have been 
confidered in a full Haufe ; and this Motion appeared to 
them the more extraordinary, becaufe, in the former Seffion~ 
the feveral Duties and Revenues granted by the AB: for the 
better Support of his Majefty~s Houfho~d, and of the Honour 
and Dignity of the CroWn, were underftood, and appear'd by 
the Accounts then before the Haufe, to produce yearly mud~ 
above the Sum of 8oo,ooo I. for which t~ey were given; and 
theref..Jre the faid Motion was vigoroufly oppos'd by Mr 

.,, w. Pulteney. William Pulteney, and other Members, who mov'd, 'That 

6it R. Walpole, 

,thefe Accounts and Papers fhould be referr'd to a Select 
Committee, with Power to fend for fuch other Accounts~ 
and to call before them and examine fuch Officers ofthe Re
venue as they judg'd neceffary, and then to report to the 
Haufe a true State of the Faa, and whether it did appear 
to them that there really was fuch a Deficiency in the Pro-
duce of the Civil Lift Revenues/ But this was oppos'd by 
Sir Robert Walpole, and Mr Scrope who had delivered in 
thefe Accounts ; and the Q!eftion being put upon Mr Pul~ 
teney's Motion, it paffed )n the Negative. Then it was. 
moved by the Country Party, 'That this A:ff'air might be con
:fidered in a full Haufe. and that for that Purpofe all Leaves. 
of Abfence might be revok'd, and the Members fummon'd 
to attend ; which having alfo pafi"ed in the Negative, the 

~eftion. 
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~eftion was put upon Mr Scrope\s Motion, which was carry'd Anno;. !r:.co. u. 
in the Affirmative, by 241 Voices againft 115: The Reader ~ 
will find a Lifl: of the Members who voted Pro and Con on 
this remarkable Occafion in the APPEND 1 X . 

.April 24. The Refolution above, being reported, was a
greed to by the Haufe . 

.April 30. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con-
fidcr'd of a Bill for iettling the Price of Corn and Grain im- The above Motion 

• ~,, r'.:~J (,) liy U:~ 
ported, &c. and after fome Debate, the Refoluuun for grant- H~.:h:. 
ing to his 1\hjeity the Sum of 1 l 5 ,coo l. on account of Ar-
rears due on the Civil.Lift Revenues, were nude Part of 
that Bill, which afterwards pafs'd into an Act. 

May 6. The Lords fent back to the Commons the Bill, For 
the more rj[eBual preue11ting Brihery am/ Corruption in the 
Ele8ion of l\1emhers ; with fome Amendments to enforce 
that Law, by increafmg the Penalty of 50 1. to 500 I. and 
adding other Clrrufes. 

May 7. The Commons having taken thefe Amendments n ~)1t~ co11.ccrning 

into Confideration fame of the Courtiers reprefented ' Th ·· t the ·"' 1 '~:" "c"t. 
, , '"" !~1 tlL: to the Br !-

the Lords making Alterations in a Bill of this Nature W:.l.S <w.y-Bm by lllc 

an Encroachment upon the Rights and Privileges of the LJrc!S, 

Houfe of Commons, who were the fole Judges of the Merits 
of the Elections of their own Members.' To this Mr \Vil-
liam Pulteney anfwer'd, That the Freedom of Parli::unei<t Mr W. Pulteney. 

is effentially necelfary to the Prelervation of our ancient 
Conftitution: And the Freedom of Parliamentary Eled:ions 
the moft valuable Branch of d1e Rights and Liberties of 
Englifhmen, of which, the Lords are the prdpel' Gu::udi:ms, 
as well as the Commons, both as a Part of the Leg,ilbturt>, 
and as the fupreme Court of the Kingdom : 'T'hat the Free-
dom of Elections, and confeq ucndy of Parliaments, is the 
great Bulwark of Popular Liberty againft the Encro:J.cbments 
and Oppreffions of arbitrary Power and wicked !\.1 initl:ers : 
That if ever this Bulwark fhould be thro,.vn dov;;n by Force. 
or undermin'd by Corruption, the very Elfence of our ex
cellent Confiitution would be ]oft, and \'. e lhould no longer 
be a free People : .And therefore no Man, \vho had any 
Senfc of, or Value for Liberty, could either think the Pe
nalties againfi Corruption too fever~, or grudge the Lords 
the Honour of having made the Provifions of tl.i~ n;'cdlary 
Law more efficacious. Then the ~eftion being put fin· \\'!,ich :ue arrec.Po, 

agreeing to the Amendment m::.de by the Lords, it w~~s rm·- ~•.d ;,.~ L . .., i ~ .. J. 

ried in the Affirmative, by two Voices only, ''iz. 91 to Bg . 
./flay 1 4· The King came to the Houie of lords with 

the ufual State, and the Commons attending, his M;'}·:!v 
~ve the Royal Affent to feveral publick and private Bi,P_~, 
and then made a S1>ecch to both Houb of :e"'rljamt>nt, u.s 
follows, 

VoL. II. G My 

• 
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Anno z, Ceo. tl. 

~ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Kin~'s speech at " T H E Seafon of the Year, and the Difpatch you have 
putting an End to " given to the publick Bufinefs, make it proper for 
the S~:cond ScJlion. • f p . , . 

'J'hl' Parliament 
prorogued, 

" me to put an End to this Seffion o arl1ament; wmch 
n I cannot do without expreffmg my Satisfa8ion at the j uft 
" Regard you have fhewn upon,~~ Occafions) to my Honour, 
~' and to the true Intereft of my People. 

" The Prudence and Temper, with which you have pro .. 
" ceeded at this critical ConjunCture, have been very ac
" ceptable to me, and cannot fail of meeting with general 
" Approbation: Your feveral Determinations, upon Matters 
" of the greateft Nicety and Importance, have ihewn yoll 
" not infenfible of the Difficulties we labour under, without 
" fuffering yourfelves to be tranfported, and carried into any 
" unreafonable Warmths and Animofities. You have con
~' fider'd the Loffes of our Merchants, with a becoming 
"' Compaffion and Concern i and received their Complaints 
"' in fuch a Manner, as will heft conduce to the obtaining 
" them Juftice and Satisfatlion; and you may be affur'd,. 
'' no Endeavours fhall be wanting, on my part, to anfwer 
"' the Exp.e8ations and Withes of my People. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
"' The Supplies which you have granted me, and fo ef

u feaually raifed, in a Manner the leaft burthenfome to 
" my SubjeCts, are a new Proof of your Zeal, Affection. 
"' and Readinefs to fupport me in the Defence and Protec
"' tion of the Rights and Privileges of my Kingdom. It is 
~' a great SatisfaCtion to me to obferve, that you have been 
"' thus able to fupply the neceffitry Charges and Expences 
" that have been unavoidably brought and continu'd upon 
"' us, and at the fame Time to make a farther Progrefs in 
"' leffening and reducing the National Debt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'' I have already acquainted you, that it being necefi'ary 

n for me to vilit my German Dominions this Year, I have 
" determin'd to make the ~een Regent here, during my 
"' Abfence ; and I muft, in a particular Manner, recommend 
" it to you al1, to make her Adminiftration as eafy as pof
" fible. by preferving the Peace and ~iet of the Kingdom,. 
c' in your feveral Stations and Countries i and by endea
"' vouring to difcountenance and reftrain the vile and fedi
" tious PraCtices of raifing unjuft Clamours, and creating 
" Difcontents in the Minds of my People." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to 
the zzd of July. They were afterwards prorogued to the 
13th of January. 

SPEECHES . 
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8PEECHE8and DEBATES 
In the T H 1 ll D S E s s 1 o N of the 

Firfl Parliament of King GEoRGE II. 

T HE King came to the Haufe ofPeers, on the 13th Anno 1• Ceo.u. 
of January, and the Commons attending, his Ma-~ 
jetty made the following Speech ; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, '' I T is with . great Satisfaction I acquaint you, that we kin~~~ Speech at 

1 h · d _r I f h opcmng the TWill 4
' have at engt extncate oune ves rom t e many Sdlion. 

n Difficulties and Inconveniences that attended the uncer-
'' tain State of Affairs in Europe, by having concluded an 
" abfolute Peace with the Crown of Spain. 

" This Negotiation hath been carry'd on, and finifh'd, 
4

' with a perfect: Union, Harmony, and Fidelity, between 
4

' me and my Allies, with no other View but to prevent the 
" Miferies and Confufton of a War, which if once kindled 
" in Europe, it had been as hard to know the End, as to 
" determine the Succei:fs of fuch a fatal Event. 

" As this Alliance is built upon the Foundation, and is 
'' agreeable to the Purport and Intentions, of former Trea
" ties, without any Alterations in the principal Articl~s, but 
"' fuch as tend to render more effetlual, what the contratl::-
4' ing Powers in the ~adruple Alliance were before engaged 
"' to fee perform'd~ it is very juftly to be prefum'd, that 
"' from this happy Beginning, the great work, of a general 
,u; Padfication, will foon be perfeCt and compleat. 

" But if, contrary to Expectation, and in Refentment of 
"' the prefent Engagements, any new Troubles, altho' with 
c' little Profpea of Succefs, fuouJd be raifed in Europe, to 
"' oppofe or difappoint the Execution of them, I am conn
"' dent I 1hall not want the Support and Affiftance of my 
cc Parliament in fo jufi: a Caufe, which hath the joint Con
"' currence of fo many confiderable Powers, for the Honour 
u and Credit of the prefent Meafures, and their united 
" Strength, in Maintenance of our mutual Stipulations. 

" In the mean Time~ I can affure you that I have made 
" it my firft Care to confult the immediate Interefis of thefe 
" my Kingdoms, preferable to any other Confideration, and 
" at the Hazard of all other Events. 

" All former Treaties asd Conventions made with Spain. 
~' in favour of our Trade and Navigation, are renewed and 
~~ ~o:o.fi.rmed ' not on1.y a free and uninterru,vted Exercife of 

G ~. '-~ OU!' 
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Anno ;. o~o.u. " our Commerce, for the future, is retl:ored ; but jufl: and 

~ :: :~l~e~:~:~~~~. ~~~ ~~~:;~~~ri~:~:te~n~~f~~!~~~~~ 
" In general, all Rights, Privileges, and Poifeffions, in any 
~' Manner belonging to me and my Allies, are folemnly re~ 
" eftablilhed, confirmed and guarantuyed, and not one Con
" ceffion is made to the Prejudice of me or my Subjects. 

" By this Means, a Foundati'on is laid for removing all 
" former Animofities and Mifunderftandings between the 
" Kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain : And it is not at all 
" to be doubted, but that, by a faithful Execution of our 
~' reciprocal Engagements, a perfeCl Friendfuip betwixt the 
H two Nations, unitd by the common Ties of mutual In
u tereit, may be more ftrongly eftablifhed and cemented thaR 
~' ever. 

" And th<'.t my SubjeCts might reap the earlieft Fruits of 
f' this advantageous Peace, I gave Orders for the immediat~ 
" ReduCtion of a great Number of my Land-Forces, and for 
H laying up and difcharging a great Part of my Fleet. 

Gentlemen of the Haufe of Commons, 
" This will make a confiderable Saving in the Expenc~ 

" of the current Year, and I hope it will give a general 
4'' Satisfa8ion to my People, as i~ is a mofi fen:fible Pleafure 
" to me. The proper Eftimates fuall be laid before you, 
" and I make no doubt but you will grant me the neceffary 
"' Supplie5, and enable me to make good my Engagements 
" with- my Allies, in fuch Manner as fhall be rnoH: effeCtual 
H for the publick Service, and mofr eafy to rour Fellow 
f' Subjeas. 

" You will fee, by the Accounts that will be laid before 
f' you, the State, Produce, and Application of the Sinking 
" Fund, as far as hath been hitherto directed by ACt of 
~' Parliament ; and you will not fail to take into your Con
'' fideration the f.1.rther Difpofition of the growing Produce: 
'' Yon are the befl: Judges, whether the Circumftances of the 
" Sinking Fund, and of the National Debt, will as yet ad
" mit of giving Eafc, where the Duties are moil: grievous. 
'' I have the greatei1 Regard for the Sinking Fund, :md 
" look with Compa.ffiol\ u~on the Hardfhips of the poor Ar .. 
~' tificers and Manuf.LCturers. I leave it ~o your Dctermi~ 
" nation, what may reafonably and with due Caution be 
~' done upon this critical Confideration. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" That we m:1y receive the natural Advantages of our 

" prefent Situation, I rnu£1: in the ihongcft Manner recom~ 
~· mend to you a rerfea Unanimity among yourfelves; fuch 
"·as may et1tirely defeat the Hopes of our Enemies both at 
" Home and Abroad: The groundlefs Infinuations, Cavils, 

" and 
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" nnd Clamours of fame few ill defigning Perfons, to !hake 
" the Steadinefs of thofe Powers who are already my Allies, 
~' or to hinder others from becoming fo, will, by your 
'' Unanimity, be render'd ineffectual; and I defire that the 
" AffeCtions of my People may be the Strength of my Go
,, vernment, as their Intereft has always been the Rule of 
" my ACtions and the Objetl of my Wifhes." 

Mr Speaker having reported his MajeRy's Speech, a Mo
tion was made for an Addrefs of Thank!', which was agreed 
to ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up the fame. 

January 1 5. The Haufe prefented their Addrefs to his· 
Majeily, as follows : 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 
4 wE yo~u Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal SubjeCls, 
' the Commoqs of Great-Britain in Parliament af
• fembled, return your Majefty our moft humble Thanks 
' for your moil: gracious Speech from the Throne. 

' We cannot omit taking this lirft Opportunity to congra
~ tulate your Majeii:y upon your happy Return into thefe 
" Kingdoms : The j uft and prudent Adminiftration of the 
• Government during your Majefty's Abfence by the Q!!een 
~ your Royal Confort, ruling by your Authority, and go
' verning by your Example, could alone compenfate for the 
• want of your Royal Prefence and aufpicious Influence 
• among us. 

' The welcome News of your Majefl:y's having concluded 
1 an abfolute Peace with the Crown of Spain, effected by a 
'" perfea Union, Harmony and Fidelity between your Ma· 
• jefly and your Allies, fill'd the Hearts of all your good 
' People with inexpreffible Joy and SatisfaCtion ; and we 
' fhould be wanting in Duty to your Majefty, in J uilice to 
' ourfelves, and not anfwer the Expeaations of thofe we 
' reprefent, if we did not approach your Majetly upon this 
' happy Occa:iion with Hearts full of Duty and Gratitude, 
' and with the ftrongeft Ackt)owledgments of your Majefty's 
~ Goodnefs, 'Vifdom, and Rcfolution; your Wifdom and 
c Refolution, in not fuff.:ring yourfelf to be diverted by any 
~ falfe and malicious Clamours and Infinuations, from fieadily 
~ purfuing the great and defirable Work of giving Peace ta 
' your People; your Goodnefs in confulting the immediate 
' lnterefts of thefe your Kingdoms, preferable to all other 
• Contiderations, and at the Hazard of all other Events. 

' This muft convince the World of your Majefty's pa· 
~ ternal Care and tender Regard for your Britilh Dominions, 

when we fee all former Treaties made in Favour of our 
,. Trade and Commerce, and for the Security of the Rig~ts, 
- " Privileges• 

AMO l· Geo. II. 
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~nno ,. ceo. u. ~ Priviteges, and Po:lfeffions belonging to your Majell:y r&: 

n?·;a. ' new'd and confirm'd ; when we fee the Crown of Spain 
~ ~ under new and freJh Obligations to your Majefiy, not only 

' to permit to your Subjetl:s a free and uninterrupted Exer
• cife of their Trade and Commerce for the future, but to 
c make juft and ample Reftitution and Reparati<>n for all for. 
c mer unlawful Seizures and Depredations. 

' The Extenfion of former Engagements, without any rna· 
e terial Alterations in the pnnc1pal Articles from the Pur
' port and Intentions. of former Tr~ties, in order to obtain, 
' thefe great and truly valuable Advantages, without one 
• Conceffion made to the Prejudice of your Majelly or your 
' Subjects, is a Confideration, that to rejeCt, had been lofing 
c the faireft Opportunity to recover the ancient Freedom and 
' Liberty of Trade and Commerce to thefe Kingdoms ; and 
' not faithfully to fulfil and execute what is tlipulated on 
' your Majefty's part to fecure a reciprocal Performance from 
~ your Majefty's Allies, of the Engagements they have en-. 
' ter'd into, would be abandoning the particular lntereil:s and 
4 Properties of your Majefty's trading Subjects i and to ex
' pofe the Trade and Commerce of this Nation to all the 
' Hazards and Uncertainties, which they have fo longlabour'd 
~ under. 

' Thefe Bleffings, fecured to us, will fuffi.ciently compen
' fate aU Inconveniencies that can attend the Performance 

"" of' your Majefty's Engagements : And as it is juftly to bo 
~ prefumed, that a general Pacification and Tranquility in 
~ Europe will be the Confequence of the prefent Treaty, 
~ the Profpett of feeing this foon compleat and perfeCted 
c adds greatly to our Satisfaction. 

"" But if~ contrary to ExpeCl:ation, and in Refentment to 
~ your Majefty's juft and prudent MeafUt·es, any new Troubles 
' Jhould be raifed in Europe, to oppofe or difappoint the 
' Execution of the prcfcnt Engagements, we think ourfelves 
" obliged by the ftrongeft Ties of Duty, AffeClion, and Gra .... 
" titude, to a!fure your Majefty, that we will ftand by and 
c fupport your Majefty againft all Infults and Indignities that 
c Jhali be offer'd to your Majefty. and that we will enable 
" you to make good your Engagements with your Allies. 

' The immediate Redutl:ion of fo conftderable a Part of 
c your Forces by Sea and Land, upon the firft Notice of the 
c Confirmation of the Peace1 is another Inil:ance of your 
'· Majefty's Care and Attention to the Eafe and Welfare of 
~ your People ; and the recommending to our Confideration 
' the State of the Sinking Fund, in fo gracious and conde
' fcending a Manner, obliges us to proceed with aU pofiible 
1 Caution and Prudence in an Alfair of that Nicety and 
' Importance, where the earlieft Difcharge of the National 

' Debt 
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t Debt on one Hand, and the Hardihips of the poor Arti- Anno 3• ae.. u. 
c ficers and Manufaaurers on the other, require the greatcft ~..J 
• Regard, and deferve the moft mature Deliberation. 

' From a due Senfe of thefe many Proofs of your Maje
' fly's unwearied Endeavours to confult the Happinefs of 
' your People, we think ourfelves obliged to affure your Ma
' jefty, that this Houfe will, by the beft and moft eafy Me
• thods, effectually raife the neceffary Supplies for the Service 
' of the current Year ; and by a proper Zeal and Concern 
' for the Honour of your Majefiy, the publick Tranquility, 
' and the Good of your People, defeat the vain Expefl:ations 
' of fuch ill-defigning Perfons, who may flatter thcmfelves 
" with the Hopes of being able, by groundlefs Inftnuations, 
" Cavils, and Clamours, to fhake the Steadinefs of thofe 
" Powers who are already Allies to your Majefty, or to hiu
~ der others from becoming fo.' 

To the above Addrefs, his Majefty gave this Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, "' I Return you my Thanks for this very aft'eaionate and 
n loyal Addrefs. The Aifurances you have given me, Ths Kin""' Anfwn 
u and the Support of my Parliament in enabling me to make thereto.· 

"' good my Engagements with my Allies, wil1, I promife 
"' myfelf. greatly contribute towards fettling the general Pa-
~' cification of Europe. 

u You may be aifured. that the Confidence you repofe ill 
cc me fhall never be made ufe of, but for preferving the pub
"' lick Tranquility, for maintaining the Rights and Interefb 
"' of my People, and in Vindication of my Honour and 
"' Dignity." 

:Jan. :~8. The Commons, in a Grand Committee on the 
Supply, took into Confideration the Charge of the I.and- lkbare concern rna 
Forces for the Service of the Year 1730, and Mr Henry ta" cf~mber of 

Pelham* mov'd, That the Number of e1fetl:ive Men for ·n. orces. 

Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, Jerfey and Guernfey, Mr H. Pe!halll. 

with 1850 Invalids and 55 s Men, for the fix Independent 
Companies in the Highlar.ds, be 1 7, 709 Men, Commiffion 
and Non-Commiffion Officers included. This Motion was 
feconded by Sir William Yonge, but was oppos'd by Mr Pul- . 
teney, and Lord Morpeth, who were for reducing the N urn- S!r w. Yonge. 

b M M P lh · S f h' l\1 · Mr\'{ Pultenr•· er to 1 z,coo en, r edam m upport o !S otton, Lonl Mvll'"th,'' 

having urg'd, ' Th~t every ReduCtion, \vl!ich hath been made 
within thefe ftxteen Years, has been attended with fome ill 
Confequence or other; which foon after fore\~ w upon a 

lUQfC 
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.Anno 1· Geo. n. more confiderable Expence ; and that it would be necelrary 
~ to continue that Number, if they confulted the Prefervation 

of the Government itfelf; ~r Shippen hereupon ftood up, 
Mr ah.ippca. and fpoke as follows ; 

Mr Speaker, 
' After the Debates we have had on this SubjeCt for many 

Years fucceffively, it is hardly po.ffible to offer any Thing 
new ; and Repetition, if I may judge by myfelf, is as dif
agreeable to thofe that fpeak, as it can be to thofe that 
hear. However, a total Silence at this time would mif
become me, who too often trouble you on Occafions of 
leis Importance, when you are going to put a ~eftion, 
that tends directly towards the Eilabliihment of an Army 
in Great Britain, which I hope will never be fo far Ger
manized, as tamely to fubmit to a Military Government. 

' I will not iniinuate, that the honourable Perfon, who 
made the Motion, did it rather to comply with the Obli
gations of his Office, from whence the Arrny-Efiimates 
are brought into the Houfe, than out of any ConviCtion 
that the Troops demanded are neceffary for the Service of 
the Year, becaufe he declares otherwife : And as we are 
all fuppofed to aCt here without Influence, fo we muft not 
fufpett, that he ever countenanced thofe almofi: irrefiftible 
Jobbs, which my new Ally on the Floor [Mr W. P. lj';] 
<>wns attended the War-Office in his Time, and which he 
believes now attend all Offices concerned in the Publick 
Expences. But I will infift, that this Motion is a flat Ne
gative to the Addrefs, for which he voted the lir1l Day 
of the Seffion ; and it plainly implies a Diftrufi of the Vali
dity of the Treaty of Seville, which he then a!Tured us 
would immediately produce all the Bleffings of an abfolute 
Peace, and deliver us not only from the Appr.,;henfions, 
but from the Inconveniencies, of a War. Now he is pleafed 
to change his Language, and endeavour to perfuade us, 
that we ought not to make any ReduCtion of our Land 
Forces ; becaufe our Circumftances have been fuch for 
.fixteen Years paft, that, whenever any Reduction has been 
made, fomething happened which foon occafioned an In
creafe of Troops and Expences. 

' lf we were to allow him this 1aft Sort of Reafoning, in 
oppofition to his former, it would prove too much; it 
would prove, that we have no other Caufe to n.joice at 
the late Reduction, for which we have humbly thank'd 
his Majefty, than that it was fo fmall ; it would prove, 
that, notwithtlanding our famous and fuccefsful Negotia
tions, we are like to remain in the fame Condition, and 

under 
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under the fame Difficulties, we have been for fucteen Years Anno 1• ceo. n. 
together. But to pafs over thefe Remarks, the late Re-~ 
duaion was very fallacious1 and looked as if thofe, who · 
had the DireCtion of it, were not heartily inclined to get 
rid of our growing military Power, or to return to the 
free Exercife of our Civil Government. Nay, we have 
juft heard it laid down for DoCtrine, that tho' our Go-
vernment is not military, tho' an Army is not Part of our 
Conftitution, yet it will be neceffary to continue our pre-
fent Army of near 1 8,ooo Men for many Years longer, on 
account of the Government's confulting its own Prefer-
vation. 

' Sir, the Principle of Self-Prefervation will lafi: as long as 
Perfons and Governments themfdves fubfift, and is an Ar
gument that may be conftantlyrenewed; that may be urged 
ad infinitum. But I am fo far from admitting this Argu
ment in its full Extent, that I cannot admit it in any De
gree, as applied to the prefent ~eftion. For it does not ap
pear to me, that we can have Occafion, even this Year, for 
aU the Troops demanded, conftdering the glorious Scene of 
Affairs, which the honourable Gentleman fays is opened tO' 
us, and to all Europe : They are not neceffary, I fuppofe,. 
to awe Spain into a firm Adherence to its own Treaty : 
They are not nece:ffiuy, to force the Emperor into an im· 
mediate Acceffion : Nor are they, in any fort, necefi'ary, 
for the Safety of his Majefty's Perfon and Government. 

<( Force and Violence are the Refort of U furpers and Ty" 
rants only.-! perceive ferne Gentlemen take Offence at 
my Words, and therefore, that they may not be mifcon• 
fhued, I will repeat them. -I affert tben, it is a ground-' 
ed Maxim in Civil Science, that Force and Violence are 
the Refort of Ufurpers and Tyrants only ; becaufe they 

• are, with good Reafon, diftruftful of the People, whom 
they opprefs ; and becaufe they have no other Security 
for the Continuance of their unlawful and unnatural Do-· 
minion, than what depends entirely on the Strength of t~eir 
Armies. 

' But it is the peculiar Ha.ppinefs and Glory of Great 
:Britain to be blefs'd with a Prince, who wants no fuch 
Support ; who reigns abfolute in the Hearts of his SubjeCts ; 
who prefers their Eafe and Intereft to the Luftre and Gran· 
deur of his Crown ; who fets them a Pattern of Prudence 
and Wifdom; whofe Royal Goodnefs would be off~nded 
with continuing any Tax, or any Burthen upon them, but 
what is requifite to fupply the immediate Occ:lflOns and 
Neceffities of his Government. 

' For thefe Reafons, Sir, I cannot afl'ent to the OEeftion. 
But, before I com;lude, give me leave to fav, ther: is an 
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Ani)O J• Geo. D. 
1719-30• 

~ 

{ 58 ) 
Article in the Eftimate, under your Confideration, w bich 
I readily allow, in the midft of all my Frugality ; tho' I 
mull: at the fame Time own, with thofe Gentlemen who 
difpute it, that it is a new Item, and an additional Article 
to the Eftimate of the laft Year, I mean the Salary of 
:zoo I. for the Phyfician of the Tower : For no Perfon, 
who £hall hereafter have the Misfortune to be confined there, 
on any Account whatfoever, 1hould want proper Affiftance in 
cafe of Sicknefs. Members of this Haufe have been fre
quently fent thither, and for very different Reafons. Some 
for fpeaking freely' [see Yo/. I. p. I 61 . J others for acHng 
corruptly. Now, as it is uncertain of what Denomination 
the Member, or any other Gentleman may be, who 1hall 
next be committed to that State-Prifon, let us give an In
fiance of our general Compaffion, and not grudge fo trifling 
a Sum for fo charitable a Purpofe.' 

Af'ter this the ~efHon being put on Mr Pelham's Motion, 
it was carried in the Affirmative ; and it was farther refolv'd, 
That the Sum of 7 z3,o3zl. be granted for the Charge of the 
faid 1 7, 709 Men. 

J)ebatecoocer~ing Feb. 24. A Bill, To prevent any Perfims, his Majejly's 
:a E1ll toproh•bit S h" .t;J• • h' h" K• J J 
:any perfons in u ?Jefl s, or rt;tamg wzt zn t ts mguom ; to awvance any 
Gre":tBrit:a.in from Sum of Mone11 to an11· Foreign Prince State or Potentate 
lendmy MCJney to 'J ._, ._, ' ' 11 

any foreig!•Prince, ltlJ.Jithout haruhtg ohtaitzed Licence frr:Jm his Majejiy, under his 
\Vnhout L1cence p . S l fl A L · d r. d 
from tbe King. rz<VJ ea , or ome greater .nut 'Jarzty, was rea a 1econ 

Time, in which, inter alia, was the following Claufe, viz. 
' That the King be empower'd by Proclamation, which :fhall 
' rake Place within a limited Time, to prohibit all fuch 
' Loans of Money, Jewels or Bullion ; and this Prohibition 
f to continue a limited Time, under limited Forfeitur~ and 
' Penalties, unlefs difpens}d with by the Crown; that the 
~ Attorney General be empower'd ·by Englifh Bill in the 
' Court of Exchequer, to compel the effectual Difcovery on 
' Oath of any fuch Loans, and that in Default of an Anfwer 
' to any fuch Bill, the Court fi1all decree a limited Sum 
~ againit the Defendent, refufing to anfwcr. 10tO\liDen 
' that this ACt do not extend to prohibit any Subfcriptions 
' to the Publick Funds or Trading Companies of Foreign 
' Kingdoms. 

iir R. Walpole. Hereupc.n Sir Robert Walpole flood up1 and endeavour'd 
to fuew that fuch a Bill was always right and neceffary; that 
all poffible Care had been taken in drawing this Bill to 
obviate every ObjeB:ion, to avoid every Inconvenience ; that 
as to any Exception which Gentlemen poffibl y might make 
to the Frame of it as it now fiands, he conceived they would 
properly come under .Confideration when the Bill was com
mitted ; that any reafonable Alterations might lx! regularly 
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oJFered and agreed to in fuch a Committee ; and therefore Anno 1· Ceo. If~ 

B. , h b 172.9"JO. 
he mov'd, ' That the tl~ m1g t e committed to a Com-~ 
mittee of the whole Haufe, on the 4th ofMarch., But this 
was oppos'd by Mr Daniel Pulteney, who declar'd, ' That Mr D. Pultcney1 
this being the fecond Time of reading this Bill, he thought 
it was proper to give his Opinion; and that after having 
confider'd it fully, he neither approved it on the whole or 
in any part, for it would entirely prove ineffectual to all the 
Purpofes propofed ; it could not poffibly anfwer good Ends, 
and it would certainly produce very bad ones; he thought 
it would be a Reilraint upon Commerce, a Reftraint of a 
dangerous Nature.; he had heard alf the Merchants in gene-
ral complain of its Tendency, and he wiib'd they might not 
feel it in a very grievous Manner : That by denying this 
Liberty to all the People of England, by reftraining aU Loans 
or Ailiftance of Money to Princes and Powers abroad, we 
Jll,fl.de Holland the Market of Europe and the Mart of Money 
to the Nations of the Continent: That this was unjuft and 
imprudent in us, when our Subjefu, had Money to trade 
with as well as their Neighbours; when his Majefty's Sub-
je& might make an Advantage even of his very Enemies. 
were it not for this ill judged Prohibition : That our Neigh-
bours the Dutch would rejoice at fuch a Procedure ; they 
would certainly make this moil: fortunate Accident as bene-
ficial as it could be to their People : That the contravy could 
not be expected, for not only the late Wars of Europe evince 
that the greateft of Dangers, the moft formidable Enemies,; 
could not be fo terrifying as to prevent them from lending 
their Money to their private Advantage ; but that even in 
their ancient \Var with Spain, a War wherein they were 
treated not only as Enemies but Rebels, and had they been 
conquer'd, they mufi: have been Slaves to the Vidor, they 
muft have fubrnitted to Popery and Chains ; yet their Mer-
chants affitled the Spaniards, even in that moft hazardous 
Juntl:ure, with ,Money, with Arms and Ammunition; nor 
could we fuppofe they would fcruple to furnilh the Emperor 
alfo with the very fame Affiftance, whenever he ask'd it. 
as had always been pratt is' d fmce the firft Foundation of that 
wife Republick., He added, ' That this Bill was a general 
Prohibition, extending to all Princes, States, or Potentates 
whatever : That thus we were wholly difabled to aflift the 
heft Allies, the trueft Friends, and thofe who really well de-
ferved our Aid: That he was credibly informed, that the King 
of Portugal, to whom we could have no Exception, very fre· 
quently borrow'd Mon'ey of our Merchants refiding within 
his Dominions ; and that it could not be denied him, without 
difobliging a Prince on whofe Favour our Commerce depend~, 
lllly, expofing it to his fcvereft Difpleafure : That fi•ould a 
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AnM ~· Geo.u .. Proclamation Hfue here, the Britiih SubjeCb who refide in 

17Z79-]0. 
~ Portugal, or more remote Dominions, may contratl: for Loans, 

Sir }l, Walpole. 

tho' liable to Penalties,. of which they may be wholly un· 
apprized : That he had therefore the moil powerful Motives 
to throw out the Bill, beca.ufe it prevented the People of 
England from aiding their Friends and Allies ; but what 
was more it might involve many innocent Perfons in un
avoidable Guilt, and expofe them to the heavy Pains of 
unknown Crimes. But his principal ObjeB:ion to this Bill 
was the Power of Licenfing referved thereby to the Crown : 
That he believed it a Power the King would apply to 
the \V elfare and Advantage of the People, therefore he 
w~s n9t againft it, as a Power in the Hands of the King; 
but he knew it would be influenced by an Adminiftration ; 
that whenever thefe Licences iifued, it rnuft be thro' the 
Hands of the Minifters; and whilft fuch a Prohibition con· 
tinued, he knew not but the Licenfing-Trade might become a 
new Branch of their Bufinefs, and a managing Miniil:er might 
make it, by tolerable Husbandry, an Article of zo, 30, or 
4o,ooo J. a Year ; and that therefore they might eafily fee 
it was not for the Honour of the Kin~, or the Intereft of 
his SubjeCls, that any fuch Bill was contrtv'd, but that it was 
wholly defign'd for creating of profitable Jobbs, and making 
a Market of the Merchants. That he oppofed this Bill, 
becaufe it made the Court ·of Exchequer a Court of Inqui
fition : That it gave new, great, and extraordinary Vowers t() 
the Crown, already arm'd, in .his Opinion, with weighty and 
terrible Authority : That whilft it refuained our Merchants 
from affifting the Princes and Powers of Europe, it permitted 
our Stock-Jobbers to trade in their Funds without any In· 
terruption : That he knew for whofe Benefit, this Com
plaifance was defign'd, but that Jobbing Abroad, in the Stocks 
of Foreign Nations, was what we fhould leaft encourage, 
and what we ought moft to prohibit; for we have fuffer'd 
feverely by that Means already, and our Miniftry would 
never give us Relief or Affiftance ; and thus our People, when 
they truft:ed their Money with our faithful Allies the French, 
in the Affair of the Mifiiffipi, were rllin'd and betray'd by 
their EdiCts of State, and had nothing but Paper for Specie ; 
That notwithftanding this moft fhameful Treachery, this 
great Inju.llice ar.d Violation of the Laws of Nations, the 
Miniftry never interpofed with the leaft good Office for their 
fuffering Fellow-Subjech, who have irrecoverably loft the 
Money tliey unhappily advanc'd in thofe fatal, thofe faithlefs 
Schemes. 

Mr Pulteney having done fpeaking, Sir Robert Walpole 
replied, ' That he thought thofe Objetlions more proper for 
the Confideration of the Houfe, in a Conunittce of the 

whole 
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whole Hou(e, where every Paragraph would be debated ; Ar.oo 1· eeo. u. 
where every Member might reply as often as Occafion requir-~ 
ed, and fully purfue the Inquiry: That he did not defirG 
this Bill for any Advantage to himfelf, for any Acceffion of 
extraordinary Powers to the Crown, or for any Thing elie~ 
but the prefiing Occafion, the apparent Neceffity of this im-
portant Conjunll:ure: That if this Bill was committed, he 
would heartily concur in every Amendment that could be 
with Reafon propos'd: That he would freely confent the 
Committee fhould make it a temporary Law, fuould enatl: it 
for a fhort Duration, and limit the Continuance for a very 
fmall Space of Time : That the honourable Member, who 
fpoke laft, had departed from the ~efl:ion before them ; had 
opened a Charge againft France, and had brought in the old 
Miffiffipi Affair, in debating a particular Bill on an Argument 
about lending Money : That he thought it a weak Reafoning. 
that we fhould not do ourfelvesJuftice in this Point, becaufe that 
our Neighbours had treated us i1l in another ; and becaufe 
that the French had not yielded us all we could wifh for, 
that therefore the Parliament fhould not in this Cafe do aH 
that they ought.' He added, 'Why,was not this Matter laid 
open in the Committee on the State of the Nation, but that 
this was an ObjectiQn indeed to the French, like all other 
Complaints againft France ; it was raifed on occafion of pro-
per Precautions to prevent a War with the Emperor : That 
he was fully convinc'd, this Bill was a Matter of great Im-
portance and N eceffity : That he had been fo tender in this 
Argument, that he had not even faid what he was authoriz'd 
to fay ·; he had meant no Afperfions or RefleCl:ions on any 
Gentlemen ; he was willing that this and all other Debates 
fhould be manag'd with Decency and Candour: But Iince 
that thefe Things had thus paffed, he was thereby provok'd 
to declare, what he knew, what he had the King's Leave to 
~eclare, and what would effeflually filence the Debate ; that 
he was very much inclin'd to fay it, he would fay it, if the 
!Jent1emen required it; [Here fevera/J.llcmbers calf d out for 
this Affair] he would fay it before he fat down ; This Bill 
was not drawn or promoted from any other View than its 
great Neceffity, its being now abfolutely expedient to the 
Peace of Europe, and the general Repofe of :\1ankind ; for he 
could fay it, he had the King's Leave to declare it ; viz. That 
there was at this Time a Subfcription tranfatled for the Service 
of the Emperor,and Money was raifing for his Ufe, no lefs than 
the Sum of 40o,ooo I! He added, • That this Bill could not 
poffibly be a Reftraint upon Trade, or a Grievance to the 
l\1erchants in any one lawful Point of Commerce : That the 
View of this Bill having been to prohibit fuch Loans and 
Mdlance ta the Emperor, whq could not march his Armies, 
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/uln• ~- Ceo. H. or cloath his Troops without Supplies of Money, it was not 
~ juft·or reafonable, he 1hould have Affiftance from us; from 

that Nation againft which he was forming a War, and pro
jeCl:ing future Difturbances; could the Emperor maintain the 
Soldiers he had in his Troops, and the numerous Forces he 
quarter'd upon his own People; or could he bring them into the 
Field, without Treafure to pay the Expence ; and now when,. 
by Treaties with Spain, that Prince was deprived of thofe 
Subfidies and that Affiftance, which once made him danger
ous to us ; when thus he is happily cut off from all Commu
nications with thofe Countries, from whence his Treafure 
ufed to flow, 1hall the People of England affift him themfelves 
with Supplies ? Shall they arm an Enemy with Strength,. 
which his beft Ally denies? And the Britifu Merchants lend 
their Money to a Prince againft the Britifh Nation ? If this 
ihou]d be done in the Time of Hoftilities, and after the Com
mencement of a War, it would be High Treafon by Law; 
for to aid, abet, or affift a Foreign Power at War with the 
King, is exprefly declared in the Statute of High Treafon : 
And fhall the Merchants be allow'd to enable a Prince to be
come our Enemy, whom it is even High Treafon to aid 
when an Enemy ? iliall it be allow'd with Impunity to aid the 
Emperor to march his Troops and yet open Rebellion to 
affifl: the Emperor whilft thofe Troops were marching ? 
Muft the QJ!iet of the whole World be a Vitl:im to the Ava
rice of Men, who would make an inglorious Advantage of 
their Money? Muft Men be indulged in thofe Deal.ings 
which bear f1.1ch Analogy even to High Treafon, only for 
the Sake ofSelf-Intereft t He added, 'ItwasCompaffion and 
Humanity, to ignorant unwary Men, which led him to bring 
in this Bill; for in cafe of a War with the Emperor, Mer
chants might tranfaCl: with his Imperi:1.l Majeil:y for Loans 

,before it broke out, and when their Second Payments became 
due, it would be within the Statute fhould they make them 
good; fo that fuch a Proclamation would warn them of ap
proaching Dangers: It would give them due Notice of a Rup
ture, and prevent them incurring the unforefcen Pains of Ca
pital Crimes, by covering fuch· a Premium and Intereft.' He 
own 'd, ' That many Difficulties had occurr'd to him, and 
the Gentlemen order'd to bring in this Bill: That he was 
forry to be fenfible, that it could not be fo effeCtual as many 
might wifh, and himfelf had moft heartily defired i but was 
this an Argument to a Houfe of Commons againft a Bill 
for fuch important Ends, that becaufe they could not do all that 
they would, therefore they muil not do all that they could 1 
if their Power could not wholly prevent thofe Prailices, muft 
they not exert the utmoft of their Power ? if they had DQt 
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an abfolute Redrefs for the Evil, muft they not find out all AIUlo ;. Ceo. u. 

172.1)-30. 
poffible Redrefs ? and becaufe they could not frmt up all the ~ 
Avenues of Affill:ance, therefore rnuft they leave all open!' 
He added, ' That it was no Objeilion to the EilJ before them, 
that any Prince, State, or Potentate, was equally intended with 
the Emperor; for that the End of it was to prevent a War 
with that Prince, and to name him in this Cafe diftintl: from 
:all others would amount to a full Declaration of War ; be-
:fides, one Prince might borrow Money for another, and elude 
the Import of the Law: That as to the King of Portugal, or 
any other Prince in Alliance with the Crown of Great-Bri-
tain, his Majefty would readily grant his Allowance for 
Loans to fo good an Ally: That' however, this .l.aw would not 
have an Effe~ but in cafe of apparent Neceffity ; if the 
Emperor gave his Majefty Reafon to oppofe his Intentions, it 
might produce a future Proclamation ; yet this was eventual, 
it might be, or it might not be : And if it ever lhould hap-
pen, no Subjects of Britain, no Merchants Abroad could of-
fend through Ignorance of fuch a Proclamation ; for the Bill 
was drawn with a Blank, to be fill'd with a proper Limitation 
of Time, before the l.aw fuould take Place, or the Prohibi-
tion hold good ; and the Limitation might be very large and 
extenftve, that Merchants Abroad might be duly inform'd of 
the Terms which the Law had enjoin'd.' He faid, ' That 
it was the proper Policy of Nations, the reafonable Autho-
rity vefted in the Councils of a Country, to ufe fuch Precau-
tions and lay fuch Prohibitions, .on an Appearance of Danger, 
although not difcern'd by the People: That the Reafon of_ 
this was, becaufe they had early and fecret Intelligence not 
proper for the Publick View when immediatly receiv'd, yet 
highly expedient to be obferv'd ~ That as to the Indulgence 
;.llow'd to thofe Perfons who traded in the Funds Abroad, or 
trufted their Money in Foreign Companies, it was reafonab1e 
and proper, becaufe many Perfons thought thofe a good Secu-
rity for their Fortunes ~ That many of the Britilh Merchants in 
.other Countries had no better Employment for Calh in their 
Hands ; and it would occafion great Confufton to include thofc 
Cafes in this Prohibition, neither indeed did they any ways 
relate to this Cafe,; for tho' Money might be lent to the Em
peror by private Perfons, he would never have Aids from the 
Publick Companies Abroad.' He own'd, ' That he was not 
fo converfant in the Laws as fame Gentlemen were, who 
could juftly fupport this Bill in its Provifion for a prope\" 
Difcovery of Evidence by Precedents ; he was a Stranger to 
that ; but he himfelf remernber'd the A a to prevent the Sub.~ 
j etts of Great-Britain from trading in the Oftend Company, and 
that there the fame Method of Difcovery was provided ; and 
~ould not the Publick deteCt fuch a criminal Commerce with 
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Anno t· Geo. u. 3 powerful and national Enemy, when they were altow'd it 
~ againft a little interloping Company? It was far from fetting 

up a Court of Inquifition, it was far from laying Hardthips 
or Severities on any Man ; but it was for the Prevention of 
fraudulent Dealings andconceal'd Tranfaaions; and it involv'd 
the Party in no other Penalty than one, which he could not 
incur but thro' confcious Guilt, which he might eafily avoid 
by purging himfelf of the Crime ; and that this Penalty was 
ftill in the .Judgment of the Haufe to be limited by their 
Authority, having no other End than to be fuch a Tax upon 
Loans, as might make it unprofitable to advance them for the 
higheft Premiums or Intereft.' He alfo obferv'd, That the 
Proclamation provided in the Bill, was the fame as by Law 
had been ufual in the cafe of Q!!arentine in the Apprehen
:fions of a Peftilence, and as a Prevention of any contagious 
Difiempers ; he thought it a reafonable Remedy on all fuch 
Appearances of Danger ; it would not be made ufe of unlefs 
fuch Grievances happen'd; and if they did happen, he 
thought they deferv'd a Redrefs: He therefore inflll:ed on 
committing this BilJ., as highly expedient and neceffary.• 

'lie Wortley Man- Sir Robert Walpole having ended, Mr Wortley Montague 
Ja&lle. faid, 'That he had a Point of Order to debate: That that 

honourable Member had brought in the Name of the King 
to influence their Confiderations contrary to a ftanding Rule 
of the Haufe: And that it was never allow'd that the Name of 
the King fhould ever be ufed upon any Occafion to awe their 
Proceedings, or to over-bear their Deb:ttes: That if that 
honourable Member had been properly careful of his Ma
jeily's Honour, he would not have mention'd his Name at 
that Rate; he would have inform'd them of the Evidence 
they had, and regularly brought it before them in the prefent 
Inquiry: That whatever that Evidence might be, he fup
pos'd it muft come from Foreign Minifl:ers, and he thought 
the Haufe ought to have it open 'd in a proper Patliamentary 
Way.' He added, 'That his Opinion was againft the Bill, 
for he thought it reftrain'd our Commerce, and we mi~ht as 

S.irlt. walpole. well prohibit all Commerce.· To t!tis Sir Robert Walpole 
replied, ' That the Manner of his Declaration had been very 
much miilaken, in afferting that what he had faid was Unpar
liamentary, for he well knew and duly obferv'd the Orders of 
the Haufe: That he had not brought in the Name of the 
King to influence Gentlemen, or to over-bear the Debates : 
That he had mention'd the pofitive Affurances which were 
receiv'd, not as a Meffage from the King, but by his ;Ma.
jelly's Leave; not by his Command, but only by his Per· 
miffion; that the Station he was in oblig'd him to ask that 
Perrniffion; becaufe that by his Oath he was oblig'd to keep 
the King's CouJ.lcil fecret, and therefore he ask'd this Allow-

anct~ 
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a.nce from his Majefly Y efterday Morning, apprehending the Anno ; . c~o. u· 
Debate of this Day would require him to mention it, and he ~J 
had oifer'd it to prove the Importance of the Bill now before 
them. . 

Mr Gould faid, 'He was a Merchant himfelf; that he could t.Ir Go'-l!J, 

make it appear to the Houfe, the Emperor's Agents had been 
in Change-Alley; that he knew a particulw- Jew, who had 
been apply'd to for 3o,ooo l. and others for very large Sums, 
hut refufed to advance them, a.s fearing it would draw the 
Difpleafure of the Government upon them : That he thought 
the Bill a good Bill, and all reafonable Licences might be 
obtain'd, whenever they might anfwer an innocent Purpofe; 
nay, he thought they ought to be granted when apply'd for, 
without any Charge to the Merchants ; • which Sir Robert 
Walpole agreed l:o. Hereupon Mr. Walter Plomer faid, 'That .ll.lr w. Plomers 

he would not oppofe the Defign of this Bill ; he wouid never 
oppofe whatever might ftrengthen his Majefty's Hands, l1e 
never did. nor ever would appear in any fuch Caufe: But if 
thi:r mufl be done, why was it to be effetled by a Proclama~ 
tion ? why were the Miniftry to be Judges in this Cafe ? let 
the Haufe determine the Fitnefs of the Mair, let them enaCt: 
the Prohibition, let them alone have the abfolute DireClion, 
and then he had nothing to offer again.ft fuch a Bill." To this 
Mr Henry Pelham reply'd, ' That that Gentleman mifunder- Mr H. PcU:am. 

ftood them, if he imagin'd that he or the Perfons employ'd 
to prepare and bring in that Bill, int~ded to make any 
Minifters Judges where the Haufe might much better de-
cide ; but it was a Tendernefs to the People, that made them 
provide a Proclamation; they hoped this Affair might even 
yet be adjufted without a Prohibition ; but if the Haufe 
would not have it eventual, if they would have it immediate-
ly, he fuould not ftand in Oppofition to any fuch Demand.' 
Then Mr Barnard declared himfelf againft the Bill. He faid, Mr Ilarruu.J. 

' That he thought it a Reftraint upon Commerce, that could 
not be juftify'd, and fuch Reftraints had ever been prejudi-
cial to ourfelves ; That he remember'd a Bill of this Sort 
againft Sweden, to prohibit all Commerce with that King-
dom, [See VoL. J.p. 179] yet the Confequencewas, that we 
were forced to enable our Merchants to carry it on in Dutch 
Bottoms, which render'd the Prohibition ufelefs, as well as 
burthenforne, before we took it off: That he thought if the 
Dutch could afiift their Enemies the Spaniards in a War, 
where Rebellion was the ~arrel, and the Crown of Spain 
claimed all the People as its natural born Subjeel:s, they 
would furely lend Money to the Emperor \\'hen he apply'd 
for Affiftance. He added, 'That the Argument ufed about 
Merchants incurring High Treafon for their Second Pay-
Jllents was·very abfurd, for no Men in the World would 
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Anno J· oeo. u. contraa for Loans on fuch Terms or make them good. • He 
~~ infitled,' That they fhould name the Emperor exprefly, and 

not make a great Prohibition to affett the whole World 
as if we were at War with all. He faid, ' That however the 
Praaice might obtain of Licenfing Loans to his Majefty of 
Portugal, or to an.y of our good Allies, that this would be of 
no Service to our Merchants, who would lofe the Advantage 
of lending their Money, becaufe other Nations could furnifh 
fuch Loans with more Readinefs ; and whilft ours were a~ 
plying for Permiffions to the Crown, the others would ad
vance fuch Affitbnces in the mean Time, and fupplant our 
People in all their Money-Dealings. He likewiie declared 
againil: making the Court of Exchequer a Court of Inqui.fi
tion ; he conceived it unknown to the Laws ; nay,. odioQs to 
the Confiitution, that Men fhould be obliged to accufe them
felves, and thereby incur the worft of Penalties ; he knew 
not what Precedents might be furnifu'd; he believ'd that they 
could eafil y find Precedents for any Thing : But he thought the 
Liberties of his Country much more we1ghty with him than 
any Precedents whatever; and he would never confent to a 
Bill, which he thought a Violation of our Fundamental Laws~ 
a Breach of our deareft Liberties, and a very terrible Hard-

tHr P. yorkc. filip on Mankind.' To this Sir Philip Yorke faid, 'That him.., 
felf and the Gentlem~u honoured by the Houfe with their 
Commands to bring in the Bill. had confidered the Dutch 
and the Englifh Merchants as two different Reforts, where 
the Emperor might apply fo~ Affiftance; that if one Shop 
'"·1s lhut up, he had one the lefs to make ufe of; and even 
the other, if our true and faithful Aily, and govem'd by 
Reafim and right Policy, not under extraordinary Influence~ 
might ::.lfo be prevailed on to flop this Affiftance of Money~ 
and yield a private Intereft to the commen Caufe of 
Europe ; he thought they were very well juffify'd in draw
ing this Bill, not only from Reafon anrl the Fitnefs ofThings, 
'but fi·om the Common Law of the Kingdom; That the 
King had a lawful Prerogative to recall his Subjetl:s by Pro
clamation from the Service of Foreign States, and fhould he 
net alfo have Power to prohibit them from lending their 
Jvioncy, which might be more ufeful and dangerous than even 
the Service of their Perfons: That in Ireland the Parliament 
had made it High Treafon, to cnlift Men for Foreign Ser
vice without Licence obtained from the Crown; and furely 
:~ Rdlraint upon Money, the Sinews of War, was highly ex
F"client :my where ; That this Law was intended only as a 
te:npora•-y Reilraint, a prefent Remedy npply'd to an ap
rroa~hi•:g Evil, and not to be efbbiiOt~d in Perpetuity.• He 
d;;;.n•ed, 'That the Claufe for difcovering Eyidence,. by 
Er::s;:1fr1 Bill in the Court of Exchequer, was the only Me. 
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thod to DJake this Law effet'l:ua1; for fuch a Tranfaaion, as A,nno ~, ceo. lL 

lending of Money in this Manner, would always be done in a ~ 
very concealed, a very clandeftine Way : That if they did 
not pafs this Claufe, they might juftly throw out the whole 
Bill, for there would be no Evidence ever to fupport its De-
ftgn : That many fuch Laws had provided fuch Methods of 
Difcovery; that memorable Law, among others, which punilh ,d 
the South-Sea Directors, made .lt Felony to refufe anfwerin:; 
or to demur to a Bill for Difcovery of Concealmems 1 and yet 
if they did difcover a Concealment, the very Anfwer was 
good in Evidence againft them, and the Concealment was Fe-
lony ; but here was a limited Sum, and no other Penalty 
could be .. the Confequence, attending confcious Guilt upon 
fuch a Bi11 of Difcovery : That by the ConJhuClion of a 
Court of Equity, fuch a Bill of Difcovery would have been 
allow'd, if this Claufe had not been inferted : That the Barons 
of the Exchequer had maintain'd the Legality of Suits, to 
difcover Frauds and Mifdemeanors relating to the Re~enue; 
nor could they deny that this was as juft by Parity of Reafon-
ing; tho' if the Houfe iliould throw out this Claufe, it might 
make the Judges unwilling to fupply it by fuch a Confl:rucl:ion; 
and therefore he hoped they would not throw it out. Here-
upon Sir William Wyndham faid, That he hoped when this SirW. i'.-rnJ:-:.11:~. 
Bill was conunitted they would make it a reafonable Bill : 
That the honourable Member, who fpoke laft, had mentioned 
a poffible Cafe, that the Dutch would fhut up their Shop to 
the Emperor ; and fuch a bare Poffibility it was, that no Man 
could think it a common Probability: That in the late Wars 
with France we drew them into a Bargain, and paid them a 
Price to difcontinue their Trade with the French, which 
they did for one Year only: but took our Money for two or 
three more, and when required to follow the Tenor of their 
Contraa, they declared they neither could nor would do any 
fuch Thing : That therefore we could not imagine the Dutch 
would refufe to lend their Money to the Emperor now, any 
more than to trade with the French in the ~cen's War: 
That he looked on all thefe Refrraints upon Liberty, as un
juftifiable Powers in the Hands of a Miniftry: And that to 
argue from any Sufpenfion of the Haheas Corpus Aa, to the 
Sufpenfion of Trade, WJS to argue from one Evil to another : 
That he was alfo againft the Pratlice of an Engliili Bill in the 
Exchequer, to difcover Evidence ; That he had heard the 
South~Sea ACt mcntion'd, but tho' it was a Law, and there
fore to be tenderly us'd, he was no more convinc'J. of the 
Juftice of that than he was of this: AnJ. that he found from 
fome Paffages in this Debate, that becaufe we il:ood in 
fear of a War with the Emperor, therefore the N~tion mnll: 
boar whatev'r the French fi1ould impQf;,:. 

- . I • ,. Mr 
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Anno ;. Ceo. It. Mr Danvers faid, ' That this was a Bill of Terrors ; and 
~ that tho' a temporal AB:, it would be an .eternal Yoke on 

them and their Fellow Subjetls : That .fince the honourable 
Mr Danvers. Member in the Adrniniftration had open' d fecret Intelligence, 

they iliould alfo know what he knew of this Matter : That 
the Emperor had depofited Jewels in Holland, as a Security 
for the Sum of 4oo,ooo I. and that 11£ himfelf had Money to 
lend, and he did not know any Caufe why he and other 
People might not make an advantageous Bargain, as well as 
their Neighbours the Dutch.' To this Mr Fane* Member 
for Taunton, reply'd,' That indeed it was a Bill of Terrors, 

Mr F;J.~J.e. and he hop'd it would prove fo to all the King's Enemies, the 
Foes to the Peace of Great Britain ; but that the Terror of 
our .Enemies would be the Delight of our Friends;' and 
added, ·That that Gentleman was mifinform'd, for the Em
peror had no Jewels to mortgage, but the Revenues of his 
Hereditary Countries. 

King's Speech at 
puttin!( an £nd 
to t~e Third 
S~;ffion. 

Then the ~eftion being put, it was carry'd without any 
Divifion, that the faid Bill be committed to a Committee of 
the whole Haufe : It afterwards pafs'd into a Law. 

lt1ay. 1 5. The King came to the Haufe of Lords, and the 
Commons attending, his Majefty made the following Speech 
to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, " THE Seafon of the Year, and the Difpatch you have 
" given to the Pub lick Bufinefs, make it proper for me 
" to put an End to this Seffion; and I make no doubt, but 
" the ConduCt and Beha,'iour of this Parliament, as it has 
" anfwer'd my ExpeCtations, will be eq\lally fatisfatl:ory to 
" all my good and faithful Subjetl:s. 

" The Support you have given me, in enabling me fo 
" effectually to make good my Engagements with my AI
"' lies, will, I perfuade myfelf, have the defircd Effect; and 
" when it fhall be feen, that the Allies of the Treaty of Se
"' ville are not only determined, but in a Readinefs, to execute 
" their mutual Engagements, it is very much to be hoped, 
"' that a general Pacification will be the happy Confequence 
" of this juft and powerful Alliance. 

Gentlemen of the.Houfe of Commons, 
'' I give you my Thanks in particular for the Supplies 

" you have raifed for the Service of the current Year. It 
" is a great Satisfaction to me, that you have had fuch a due 
" Regard for the Eafe of your Fellow·SubjeB:s, whofe Wei
" f.'lre and Profperity it 1hall always be my principal Care and 
" Study to advance and promote. 

l-.1y 
• King'£ Cwm:il, «nd Solicitor Gcmmrl to tlt~ Qf!e.:n. 



( 69 ) 
My Lords and Gentlemen, Anno 1. Geo.IL 

" I am very glad, that, for the general Satisfaction, you 1?3°· ' 
., entered into a particular Confideration of the State of the '--Y--J 
" Nation; and it is a great Happinefs to fee, after fo many 
" unjuft a.;xd unreafonable Clamours raifed with all pofiible 
u Art, Induftry, and Malice, that, upon mature Deliberation 
"' and the molt folemn Debates, you were fo far from find-
" ing any Thing worthy of Blame or Cenfure, that all Mat-
" ters which c1me under your Con:fideration, met with your 
" Approbation. 

" This muft give alJ Mankind a juft Deteftation of thofc 
" Incendiaries, who, from a Spirit of Envy and Difcontent, 
" continually labour, by fcandalous Libels, to alienate the 
" Affeaions of my People, and to fill their Minds with 
~' groundlefs Jealoufies and nnjuft Complaints, in Difhonour 
" of me and my Government, and Defiance of the Senfe of 
" both Houfes of Parliament. 

" But I muft rely upon your Prudence, and your Concern 
cc for the Peace and Happinefs of your Country, to difconnte
"' nance all fuch feditious PraC\ices, and to make my People 
"' fenfible, that thefe wicked Proceedings can have no other 
"' View or End, but to create Confufion and Diftra8ion 
" among us. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, 'The Par!iamcllt 

prorogued the Parliament to the 14th of July: They were prorQ&t.led. 

afterwards farther prorogued to the 21ft of January. 

+++++•+••••++•••····~~++++++ 
SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the f o u R T H S E s s I o N of the 

Ftrft P artiament of King G £oR G E II. 

0 
N the z 1ft of January the King came to the Houfe Anno 4. OM. n. 
of Peers, and the Commons attending, his Majefty 171

o-1' • 

made the following Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
~' y 0 U cannot but be fenfible, that the Meafures for- King_'s Spee~h at ...... 

k d 1 fi f th r operung the Four•" 
" merly ta en, an the Cone u ton o e Treaty o. sc~lion. 
"' Seville, have prevented and difappointed the dangerous 
" Confequences that were fo j uftly apprehended from the 
6.' Treaty of Vienna ; and we do not only fee that Union. 

diffolv'd, which had alann·d all Europe, b\it the Allies of 
" t:ke 
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Anno .f. ceo. n. ~~ the Treaty of Hanover Qrengthned by the additional Power 

l7J0"11· f c f s . ~ " o the rown o pam. 
" This Situation of Affairs gave us a reafonable Profpe8: 

~' of a general Pacification, and jufl: Hopes of feeing the 
" Conditions of the Treaty of Seville cornply'd with, with
" out the Neceffity of' coming to Extremities ; and no En
~' deavours have been wanting, conformable to my Engage
'' ments with my Allies, to obtain that happy End. But 
" this defirable Event having been hitherto de1ay'd, the 
" Treaty of Seville lays an indifpenfible Obligation upon 
u all the contracting Parties to prepare for the Execution of 
" it ; and we muft be in a Readinefs to perform our Part; 
t' and, by continuing to purfue the proper Meafures, con
'' vince our Allies, that we will faithfully. fulfil our En
" gagements, and, as far as fhall depend upon us, procur~ 
" the Satisfatl:ion due to them, either by fuch Means as lhall 
" be moft eligible, or by fuch as fhall be found abfolutely 
" neceffary. 

" The prefent critical ConjunB:ure feerns in a very par .. 
" ticular Manner to deferv'e your Attention; and you need 
H not be told, with what Impatience the Refolutions of this 
"' Parliament are every where waited for and expeCl:ed. 

" I am incapable of attempting to influence your Pro
" ceedings by groundlefs Fears and Apprehenftons, and 
"~ as incapable of amuftng you with vain Hopes and Expec
"' tations ; but as the TranfaCl:ions, now depending in the 
" feveral Courts of Europe, are upon the Point of being 
"~ deterrnin'd, the great Event of Peace or War may be very 
" much affected by your firfl: Refolutions. The Continuance 
"' of that Zeal and Vigour, which you have hitherto fhewn, 
"' in Support of me and my Engagements, muft, at this Time, 
"' be of the greateft Weight and Importance, both with Re
" gard to my Allies, who cannot think their Intereft and 
"' the Common Caufe neglected~ before the Conditions of 
"" their Treaties are accomplifh'd; and with Regard to thofe, 
" who may be difpofed~ before the Seafon of Action is 
" come, to prevent, by an Accommodation, the fatal Cort
" fequences of a general Rupture, which they will have 
cc little Reafon to apprehend, if they find the .i\llies of Se~ 
" ville not prepared to do themfelves J ufiice. 

~' The Plan of Operations for the Execution of the Treaty 
"' of Seville by Force, in cafe we fuall be driven to that 
" Neceffity, is now under Confideration; and until the Pro .. 
" portions of the Confederate Forces, and the proper Dif
" pofitions for employing them, fuall be finally adjuited and 
" agreed upon, it will not be eafy to determine how f.:1.r the 
'' Expences, neceffary for the Service of the enfuing Year. 

"may 
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" may, or may not, exceed the Proyilions 
" Service of the laft Year. 
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" In the mean Time, I am perfuaded, you will go on 
" to give all poffib1e Difpatch to the publick Bufinef:s ; and 
~' if it fhall be neceffary, 1 fhall not fail to a1k the farther 
" Advice and Affiftance of my Parliament, according to the 
" Circumftances of pub!ick Affairs, and as foon as any pro
u per Occafion fhall require it. 

~ 

Gentlemen of the Haufe of Commons, 
" I will order the proper Eftimates to be prepared and 

" laid before you ; and I can make no doubt, but that 
" dutiful Regard which you have always fhewn to me and 
" my Honour, and your juft Concern for the true Intereft 
~' of your Country, will induce you to grant me the necef
~' fary Supplies, and enable me to make good my Engage
" ments with my Allies, with that Chearfulnefs and Affec
" tion, which becomes a Britilh Houfe of Commons, tender 
'' and jealous of the Honour of the Crown, careful and 
~' felicitous for the Glory and Profperity of the Kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
~' The Time draws near, which will ndmit of no farthe.r 

" De1ays. If the Tranquility of Europe can be fettled 
" without the Effufion of Blood, or the Expence of publick 
~' Treafure, that Situation will certainly be moft happy and 
" deftrable: But if that Blefiing cannot be obtain'd, Honour~ 
'' Juftice, and the facred Faith due to folemn Treaties, 
~, will call upon us to exert ourfelves, in procuring by Force 
.f.' what cannot be hacl upon juft and reafonable Terms." 

The Commons being return'd to their Houfe, Mr Speaker 
reported his MaJ· efl:y's Speech and thereupon a Motion was Motion for an~~~-

' clreb of Tha'*~ 
made for an Addrefs of Thanks ; and to acknowledge his 
Majefty's Goodnefs in endeavouring to have the Conditions 
of the Treaty of Seville fulfilled and executed, in fuch Man-
ner as might beft fecure a general Pacification, and be con-
formable tO his Engagements with his Allies ; to declare 
their entire Confidence in his Majefty's Care and Concern 
for the Honour and Interefts of his People; and their perfea 
Reliance upon his Wifdom and J uftice, in doing every Thing 
that iha11 depend upon him, to procure the Satisfaaion to his-
Allies, by fuc;h Means as ihall be moil: defirable, or abfo-
lutely neceffitry ; to exprelS their firm Refolution to continue 
their utmoft Zeal and Vigour, in Support of his Majeily and 
his Engagements; and to affure his Majeily, that they would 
give all poffible Difpatch to the Publick Bufinefs, as it fhould 
from Time to Time be brought before them i and that from 
a dutiful Regard to his Majefry's Honour and Dignity, and 
~ j uil Concern for the tru~ Intereft Qf their Country, which 

. . - the.y 
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Ann&~:~C.ef}· n. they fhould always look upon as indifpenfible and in(eparable 
~ Obligations, they would grant to his Majefty fuch Supplies 

as fhould be neceffilry for the Service of the enfuing Year ; 
and effetl:ually enable his Majefty to make good his Engage
ments with his Allies: And in Return to his Majeily's Good
nefs, in avoiding to bring any unnecefi'ary Burthens upon 
his People, to a«ure his Majefty, that in cafe the Circum
ftances of AfFairs iliould ob1ige his Majeily to afk the farther 
Advice and Affiftance of that Houfe, they would, upon every 
Occafion, difcharge their Duty to his Majeily and thofe they 
reprefent, with that Chearfulnefs and Affecuon which be
came a Britiih Houfe of Commons, tender and jealous of 
the Honour of the Crown, and careful and felicitous for the 
Glory of the Kingdom.' 

Debatetberton. This Motion was oppos'd by Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr 
Mr D. Pulteney, William Pulteney, and Sir William Wyndham, who were 
~ ~; ~=.ai. for leaving out moft Part of the Motion in order to make 

the Addrefs general ; and for defuing his Majefty to take 
Care, that no War lhould be carry'd on in Flanders or upon. 
the Rhine. The Arguments they offer' d in Support of th.is 
Amendment were, ' That according to the ancient Parliamen~ 
tary Method, all Addreffes were general : That our Anceftors 
never were fo complaifant ::t-5 to declare ~heir Senfe of Things, 
'till the Particulars came regularly before them: That the 
making of an Addrefs, in Terms fo particular as thofe now 
propofed, look'd like an immediate Determination of all the 
Poinu likely to come before them, which was in Effett bring
ing the Bufinefs cf the whole Seffion into the Refolves of one 
Day, and proceeding to determine without either Proofs or 
·Reafons for fuch Determinations : That the promifing now 
to fupport his Majefty in all his Engagements, without know~ 
ing what thofe Engagements were, feem'd to be deterruin .. 
ing, that they would fupport him before any Reafon could 
be ofi"er'd for fuch a Determination; for no other Reafon 
could be oi'er'd, than that they were all juft and reafonable~ 
which no Man could fay before he knew what they were : 
That every Gentleman in that Houfe mull: remember very 
well the great Expence of Blood and Treafure, which it had 
~oft this Nation to reduce the exorbitant Power of France, 
which by the impolitick l\1eafurcs of former Times had been 
allow'd to rife to fuch a Height, that it began to threaten 
the Liberties of all Europe: That our joining with France, 
and attacking the Emperor in Flanders, or upon the Rhine. 
would naturally throw Flanden, and perhaps a Part of Ger
many, into the Hands of the French; by which that Mon. 
archy would again become terrible to Europe : That French 
Alliances, thro' the Unfaithfulnefs of that People, and their 
inveterate Malice to us, had always proved de.ftruaive to the 

· Interea 
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!ntereft and Trade of this Nation ; and the Ufe they had Anno 4· Ceo. U. 

• I7j~JI. 

al'"':ays made of a ~orrefpon~ence with us, was to enc~urage ~ 
arbitrary Defigns m our Prmces, and that therefore 1t had · 
generally proved fatal for any King, or Miniftry of England, 
to enter cordially into any Friendfhip or Correfpondence with 
them : That we might learn, from the Hiftories of former 
Times, what Faith could be given to French Promifes or 
French.Engagements : That even at prefent we may fee, that 
they have taken Advantage of the late precarious Sitnation of 
the Affairs of Europe, and of the Confidence we have repofed 
in them, apd from thence have prefumed to clear and reftore 
the Harbour of Dunkirk, and to incroach upon our Setde. 
ments in the Weft-Indies : That from their prefent Manage-
ment we may judge, how much their Friendfhip is to be 
depended on; we may fee that we muft pay dear for any 
fuperficial Favours they are pleafed to vouchfafe to us, or to 
~y of our Allies : That profecuting a War either in Flanders 
or upon the Rhine, in Conjunttion with the French, could 
tend to nothing but the Ruin of that Balance of Power in 
Europe, which with Difficulty we had at laft eftablifh•d, 
after a ten Ycar.s bloody and expenfive War, crown'd with 
many glorious Victories, and attended with a moil furprizing 
Succefs : That in the prefent ConjunCl:ure of the Affairs of 
Europe, the Balance of Power by our being beaten might 
fuJfer; by our being vi8:orious,'it would be entirely deftroy'd 
and loft perhaps for ever., . 

In Anfwer to this, Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Wal- SrrR. Walpole. 

I L d H d 
. . . 'd Th Mr H. Walpole, 

po e, or ervey, an Slr Wilham Yonge, urg , ' at I:ord ~crvey. 
the making of the Addrefs in Terms fo very general, feem' d su \\ · Yongc, 

to be thewing a Sort of Piffidence in his Majefty's Condud: 
and Management : That his Majefty, ever fince he came to 
the Throne, had always been fo careful of the Interefts 
of the Natjon, that no Member of the Haufe had any .Rea-
fan to harbour the leaft Sufpicion of hi_~ Majefty's Meafures: 
That as to the other Part of the .t}mendment relating to the 
War in Flanders or upQn the Rhine, they agreed, that it 
was not for the Inte:reJl of Europt, that any Part of tho[e 
Countries fhould fall into the Hands of the French : That 
his Majefty would without doubt, according to his wonted 
Prudence, take all proper Care to }"lrevent any fu~h Confe
quence: And that the. putting fuch Words into the Addrefs 
would look like an Encroachlllent upon the Prerogative of the 
Crown, and a Diretting of the Operations of the future War, 
if any ihould happen, which they hoped would not; for that 
they had good Reafon to believe, that the Meafures already 
~oncerted would produce a Pacification : That the principal 
Defign of the great Alliance form'd againfr the Emperor was 
to convince him, that if he did not come into the peaceable 

:V o ~. Il~ · K. Meaf ures 
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•Mo. 4· eeo. rr. 1vfeafures propofed, he would be fo powerfully attack'd upon 
~ ;Ul Sides, that it would be impotlible for him to refill; whicl\ 

-- -- · Defign would be entirely fruftrated, if they fhould declare 
at the Beginning, that he was not to be 4lttack'd in Flanders 
or upon the R~ine, thefe being the only two Places in which 
he was vulnerable ; for that in Italy he <:ould make himfelf 
fuperior tQ the whole Alliance, fmce he was already in Pof
{effion of that Country, a,nd could pour in what Troops he 
pleafed by unexpenfive Land Marches, whereby he might fill 
the whole Country with his numerous Body of Horfe; which. 
being Mafter of the open Country as well as of all the for
tify'd Places, h~ might eafily fubftft, whilft the Troo_ps fent 
by the Allies te attack him in Italy, in order tQ forc:;e 1li.m 
to a Compliance with the Terms of the Treaty of Sevme11 

muft be both tranfported, an4 fqpported by Sea ; it being 
well known to all who underftand any Thing of the Geo
graphy of Italy, that it is impoffible to force a Pafi'age by 
Land into that Country, when it is provided with a power .. 
fu1 and well difciplin'd Anny to oppofe the Entry of an 
Enemy : That therefore it would be very impolitick to put 
any fuch Words int9 their Addrefs, becaufe it would perfuade 
the Emperor, that the Allies. :tl;tci come to a Refolution not 
to attack him in Flander-S or upon the Rhine, whi~h, by 
taking away all Grounds of Fear from the Court of Vienna. 
would make them perfevere in refufing to enter in~o any 
peaceable Meafures; whereby thofe Alliances, which l)a4 
been procured with fo much Ex-pence and Labour, woul4 
be render'd fruitlefs and of no Effetl, and confequently a 
?"acification wouid become altogether impraaicable.' 

Mr WyndhaiiL Then another Amendm~nt w~s o~r'd by Mr Wyndham. 
Member for Sudbury, viz. That they would fupport his Ma • 
jefly's Engagements, fo far as they related to the Intereft of 

Mr ~teoey. Great-Britain. This Motion was feconded by Mr Pulteney 
and thofe Gentlemen who were for the .firft Amendment : 
In Support thereof it was alledg'd, c That this was agree
able to the ACl of Settlement, whereby it is exprefly pro
vided; ' That this Nation lhall not be obliged to enter into 
c a War for the Defence of any Dominions not belonging to 
' the Crown of Great-Britain : ' ' That by Virtue of this 
Aa. his Majefty h~ld, the Crown of thefe Realms J and that 
therefore every Claufe and Provifo thereof was to be exaaly 
9bferv'd, except in fo far as they had been or fhould be al
ter'd by Parliament ; and that therefore the Haufe could not 
well, by way of Addrefs, go any farther than to fay" tha~ 
they would fupport his Majefty's Engagements, in fo fa~ ~ 
they related to the Intereft ·of Great-Britain.' 

l'i:t"~i:,;lc. To this it was replied by Lord Hervey, Sir Robert Wal~ 
pole~ and thofe other Members, who were for che Moti~~ 

aa 
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~ at iirft propos'd, ' That fuch an Expreilion In their Ad- Anno 4· Ceo. U. 
drefs would feem to inftnuate, that his Majefty had enter'd ~ 
into Engagements that did not relate to the Interefts of · 
Great-Britain, which would be the greateft Ingratitude that 
eould be imagin'd towards his Majefty1 w~o in all .his Mea-
Cures had never fhew'd the leaft Regard to any Thing but 
the Intereft of Great-Britain, and the Eafe and Security of 
the People thereof, as all thofe who had the Honour to ferve 
him could teftify, and upon their Honour declare : That 
they hoped every Member of that Houfe was convinc'd, 
that his Majefty n~vet would enter into any Engagement 
that was not abfolutely necell"ary for procuring the Happi-
nefs and infuring the Safety of his People, and therefore it 
was quite unnece.ffary to confine the Words of their Addrefs. 
to fuch Engagements as related to the Intereft of Great-
Eritain.' Upon this Occafion, Mr Heathcote, Member for Mr Heath£tte4 
Hindon, faid; ' That with Refpect to the Prerogative, he 
did not think, that the giving of Advice to his Majefty 
could ever be call'd an interfering with the Prerogative of the 
Crown, :fince it was the proper Bufmefs of Parliament, which 
was the King's great Council, to advife the Crown in all 
Matters of Importance ; and it was what many Parliaments 
had done, and what they were always obliged to do; That 
the aCting againft the EI)lperor, in Flanders or upon the 
Rhine, was abfolutely deilruttive to the Intereft of England, 
and inconfifttnt with that Political Maxim of maintaining a 
:Balance of Power in Europe, as had been acknowledg'd by 
all the Gendemen who had fpoke in the Debate ; therefore 
he thought he had good Reafon to believe, that no Minifter 
would dare to advife his Majefiy to concur in fuch a Mea-
fure ; for which Reafon there was no need of advifing his 
Majefty againft a Meafure, which it could not be fuppofed he 
would take: That in order to procure the long wifh'd-for 
Peace, it was neceffa.ry to convince the World, that they 
would join heartily with his Majcfty in all proper Meafures 
.fur that End, which they could not more effeCtually do, than 
by fhewing ail Unanimity in their Refolves at the Begirming 
cf the Sefiion of Parliament : That fuch an Unanimity would 
certainly have its Weight Abroad_, it would encourage our Al-
lies, it would terrify our Enemies, and make both attentivct 
to fuch Propofa]s as his Majefty fhould think proper to make 
to them ; and it would teftify to the World their Zeal for 
the Support of the prefent happy Eftablifhment: That for 
his Part, he look'd upon all Addreffes to be in their own 
Nature general, and that no Words which could be put into 
an AddreCs could any Ways influence the future Refolutions 
of Parliament: He look'd upon them. only as Words of 
(;ourfe, and no more Obligatory tha.n ~he penal Words of a 
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Bond, which every one knows obliges the Debtor to the Pay
ment of nothing more than the principal Sum borrow'd, 
with Intereft and Coils of Suit ~ That the declaring in the 
Addrefs, that they would fupport the King's Engagements, 
necetfarily implies that fuch Engagements do relate to the 
Intereft of England ; and if afterwards it lhould appear, 
that any one .of them did not, he would not at all think 
himfelf obliged by the general Words of the Addrefs to ap
prove of, or fupport any fuch Engagement : That he be
liev'd he fhould vote for an Addrefs in the Terms as at firft 
propofed, but that his Voting in that way might not be con-
1lrued fo as to anticipate his Affent to any Thing thereafter 
propofed, he thought it proper to declare, That by fupport
ing his Majefty's Engagements, he neither meant to agree to 
the continuing of the Heffians in the Pay of Great-Britain; 
nor to approve of fubmitting tamely to the Depredations of 
the Spaniards, nor of allowing them to blockade Gibraltar ; 
nor did he approve of fubmitting paffively to the Incroach
ments of the French in the WeH-Indies ; or to the Open-_ 
ing the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk ; nor would he from 
thence think himfelf obliged to approve of any Meafure, 
which he fhould not at the Time of propofing think expe
rlient~ and con:fiftent with the real and true Intereft of Great
Britain: That by affuring his Majefty, that the Haufe would 
fupport his Engagements, he meant to fupport no other En
gagements, than fuch as the Haufe fhould judge to be for 
the Advantage of the Nation : That for his Part, he was very 
fure that his Majefty would enter into none but fuch as were 
fa ; and if it fhould appear that any other Sort of Engage
ment had been enter'd into, he would take it to be an En
gagement of the Minifl:er's, and not an Engagem~nt of the 
King's; and confequently that the Words of the Addrefs 
did not oblige the Houfe, or any Member of the Haufe,. 
to fupport the fame in any Manner of Way. For thefe 
Reafons, he was of Opinion, That the Addrefs ought to be in 
the Terms firft propofed.' Sir Jofeph Jekyll and feveral other 
Members declaring that they underftood Addreffes in the 
fame Manner, the ~eftion was put, and it paffed without 
a Diviiion, to addrefs his M:1jefty in the Terms firft prapofed 
without any Amendment. 

An Addrcfa re- Hereupon a Committee was appointed to draw up an 
folv'd on and pre- Add r: d" 1 d h r. b · d d fentcd. ' . re1s accor mg y, an t e 1ame emg rawn up, an re-

The 1\:ldrcfs. 

ported next Day to the Houfe, was agreed to, and pre
fented to his Majefty by the whole Haufe as follows : 

Mofi gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's moft dutiful and Joyal SubjeCts, the 
' Commons of Great Britain in Parlia.ment affem-

bled, 
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~ bled, beg Leave to return our fmcere Thanks for your Ma- Anno4, Ceo. n. 

· · h fi h Th 'na-JI. ~Jelly's moil: graCious Speec rom t e rone. ~ 
' We cannot but in Gratitude acknowledge your Majefty'a -~ 

• Goodnefs, in endeavouring to have the Conditions of the 
• Treaty of Seville fulfilled and executed in fuch Manner as 
• might befl:: fecure a general Pacification, and be conformable 
• to your Engagements with your Allies. 

' And out of a juft Senfe of the Bleffings we enjoy, we 
• think it our Duty to declare our entire Confidence in your 
• Royal Care and Concern for the Honour and In~ereft of 
• your People, and our perfetl: Reliance upon your Maje.fty~a 
• Wifdom and J uftjce, in doing every Thing that 1hall de ... 
• pend upon you to- procure the Satisfaaion due to your AI-
• lies, by fuch Means as fhall be the rnoft defirable; or, if they 
4 prove ineffetl:ual, by fuch as fhall be abfolutely neceffary. 

" We are firmly refolved to continue our utmoft Zeal and 
• Vigour in Support of your Majefty and your Engagements; 
• efteeming• this the leaft Part of our Duty, when we con-
• Jider, that thofe Engagements are the E:ffect of your Vigi
., lance for the Welfare of your Subjefls. 

-« We alfure your Majefty, that we will give all poffible 
• Difpatch to the Publick Bufinefs as it 1hall from Time to 
• Time be brought before us : That as your People feel the 
• Happinefs of your Reign, fo your Majefty may feel the 
• Eafe of it. And from a dutiful Regard to your Honour 
• and Dignity, and a juft Concern for the true Intereft of our 
• Country, which we fhall always look upon as indifpenftble 
• and infeparable Obligations, we have the greateft Satis
.- faction in affuring your Majefty, that we will, with all 
• Chearfulnefs, grant fuch Supplies as fhall be neceffary for 
c the Service of the enfuing Year ; and effetl:uaJiy enable your 
c Majefty to make good your Engagements with your Allies. 

• Your Majefty's Goodnefs to your People is very appa-
• rent in your avoiding to bring any unnecelfary Burthens 
c upon them: And it is the leaft Return we can make for it, 
' to affure your M ajefty, That in cafe the Circumftances of 
' Publick Affairs fhall oblige you to ask the farther Advice 
• and Affiftance of your faithful Commons, we will, upon 
• every Occafion, difcharge our Duty to your Majeily and 
" thofe we reprefent, with that Chearfulnefs and A:ffeetion 
' which become a Britilh Haufe of Commons, tender and 
-« jealous for the Honour of the Crown, careful and felicitous 
~ for the Glory and Profperity of the Kingdom. 

To this his Majefty return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, '' I Return you my hearty Thanks for this dutiful and The King's An-

'~ loyal Addrefs. The Zeal and AffeCtion you exprefs fwcc ther~ 1"· 
" for 
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" for me, and the Afi"urances you have given me of enabling 
" me to make good my Engag~ments with my Allies, williJ 
" I am perfuaded, have a very godd Effect at this eriti~ and 
" important Conj untlure. 

Fe!J,.uary 1. The Haufe order'd, ' That Leave be given to 
ABillbrcmghtlnto bring in a Bill, for making more df'efiual the Laws in Being 
r;:;_e~:r:inners for difabling Perfons, from being chofen Members of, or fit• 
dae Ho!WJ oTCom- ting or voting in the Haufe of Commons, who have any 
1110118

' Pen:fion during Pleafure, or for any Number of Years, or any 
Office held in Truft for them. · 

Feh . .2. In purfuance of the above Order a Bill was accord
i'Dgly brought in, which was read the firft Time, and order'd 
to be read a fecond Time. 

Feh. 3· The Haufe, in a Grand Committee on the Supply .. 
confider'd of the Eftimate of the Charge of the Hefiian Troop; 

~in bathte conret. ~- upon which there enfued a warm Debate. The Country-Party 
g econ mwng • ft . . th 1". T . p 

1:r..ooo _Heffi~ry were agam contmumg 01e roops m our ay, becaufe 
~;~ Ul .BlJtiJh they apprehended that they could not be of any Service to Great 

Britain, for as we were furrounded by the Sea, our Fleet was 
our only real and proper Security ; and therefore we had no 
U fe for the maintaining of Standing Armies either at Home 
or Abroad• more particularly at a Time of perfect Tran
quility: They alledg'd, 'That if the Apprehenfton of a War 
being fpeedily to break out fuould be made an Argument for 
keeping Foreign Troops in our Pay, we could never be with
out them ; for Europe never was, nor ever could be in fuch 
Circumftances, as that it could be faid, there was no Reafon 
for having any Apprehenfion of a War : That many W arg 

might happen upon the Continent with which we had no
thing to do ; and if we fhould at any Time have the Misfottul'le 
of being involv'd in any War, it was then time enough to 
take Foreign Troops into our Pay, but 1till then there was n() 
Neceffity for it, for we fhauld always find Troops enough in 
Europe to hire, whenever we had Occa:fion for them ~ That 
therefore the keeping of fuch Troops in Pay at prefent, when 
we had no Occafton fot them, was a Wafting of the publick 
Money, which every Man, who has any Regard to the Inte-. 
reft and Welfare of his Native Country, ought to prevent as 
far as lies in his Power.' To this it was anfwer'd by the 
Courtiers, 'That tho' we were disjoin'd by the Sea from the 
Continent of Europe, /yet as long as we had any Trade or 
Communication with any of the Countries upon the Con .. 
tinent, we could not help being involv'd in fame of their 
~arrels, as well as having QgarreJs of our awn with fome 
of them: That by Means of our Influence upon the Affairs 
of the Continent we had got a great many Advantages in 
Tr~e, and in order to maintain thofe Advangcs we had got, 

we 
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we were obliged from Time to Time to interfere in the ~ar· Anno 4· Ceo. n; 
rels among Foreign Princes: That fome of the Countries of ~ 
Europe had fo little Communication with the Sea, that they ~ 
were entirely out of the Reach of our Fleet, and therefore, 
in cafe they laid the Trade of our SubjeB:s in their Domini-
ons under any HarJ!hips or Inconveniencies, or offer .. d us 
any other Injury or Indigflity, we had no other way of Righting 
or Revenging ourfelves, but by getting fome of their powerful 
Neighbours al)d Rivals upon the Continent to engage in our 
~arrel, which we could never procure without engaging in 
fome of theirs : That this Con:fideration firft brought on the 
Treaty of Hanover, and obliged us to take the Heffi.an Troops 
into our Pay : That fgch Meafures prevented the fatal EffeCts 
of the Treaty of Vienna \letween the Emperor and Spain, 
and at laft brought about th~ Treaty of Seville, by which 
Spain was effeC\ually difunited from the Emperor; but that 
in order to do this, we were obliged to enter into fome new 
Engagements with Spain, by which we had bound ourfelves 
to fee 6ooo Spani!h Troops introduc'd into Italy, to fecure 
the eventual Succeflion of the Infante Don Carlos to the 
Dutchies of Tufcany, Parma and Placentia : That the Em-
peror not only refufed to·confent amicably to the Introduction 
of thofe Spanilh Troops, but had fill'd Italy with his Troops, 
in order to repel the Spaniards by Force, in c;l(e we ~nd our 
Allies offer'd to introduce them without his Confent : That 
we had already feen the good Effe& of having thofe HeffiaQ 
Troops in our Pay ; and the Con..tinuance of them might pro-
bably have fuch an Influence upon the Emperort as at laft to 
induce him to agree to reafonable Terms ; whereas, if we 
fuould now difmifs them, it would free the Emperor from all 
Fears of being attack'd upon that Side: That thereupon he 
would become more obftinate, and his Obftinacy would certain-
Jy involye Europe in a general War, which would coil us a 
great many Millions ; fo that ~ey could not but look upon 
difmiffing the Heffian Troops, at this Time, as a very unrea-
fonable and foolifu Piece of Thrift, becaufe we thereby run 
the great Risk of lofmg Millions, for the Sake of faving a 
Year'sSubfidy to thofeTroops.' Then the~efiion being put, 
it was refolv'd, That Z4I,259l. 1 s. 3d. be granted to his 
Majefty, for defrayin$ the Expence of 1 z,ooo Hdf13Jls takell 
into his Majefiy's Pay, for the Service of theY ear I 731. 

Feh. 6. A Petition of the Merchants and other Traders A Petitioll f'ralll 

of the City of Briftol, trading to his Majefty's Colopies in ~~~~~~~~nc 
America, was prefented to the Houfe, complaining of the 'j _,.~rica} c~~
&reat lnterrupfions of their Tr~de to th~ faid Colonies, and ~:a~~O:Prca! 
the Depredations of th~ Spamards for feveral Years pafi: ; lion• ~ 
who, notwithfianding the Refolutions of that Houfell rs,e Page 4+J and his .MaJeftr's Endeavours te obtain ~r 

.. \J 
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Anno4. ceo. If, his Snbjefu juft and reafonable Satisfatlion, llill continued 
~ their Depredations, and had lately taken and plunder'd feve

ral Ships and V etfels belonging to Briftol and other Britifu 
Ports, and had treated fuch as had fallen into their Hands 
in' a very barbarous and cruel Manner, and therefore praying 
the Confideration of the Haufe, and fuch timely and adequate: 
Remedy as to the Haufe fhould feem :fit. 

~kh is rercrr'd Thi p · · ~ 'd Co · f th h I to a Committee of S et1t10n WaS reiCtr tO a n1m1ttee 0 e W 0 e 
the whole Houfe, Houfe. 
Debateconcewing Feh. 10. The Haufe refolv'd itfelf agam· into a Commit-
the Snbtid y to the 
D. of Wolfc:n- tee of the whole Haufe, to confider farther of the Supply 
hlttc!. granted to his Majefty, when a Debate arofe about the Subfi-

Petition~ againll: 
the Proceedinj!.s 
at Law being in 
Latin; 

dy payable to the Duke of Wolfenbuttd. The Country-Party 
infifl:ed that all thofe Subfidies were of no Service to 
Great Britain ; and that they were paid only for the fake 
of proteCting his Majefty's Foreign Dominions, which was 
contrary to the following Claufe in the All: of Setdement ; 
viz. ' That in cafe the Crown fhall come to any Perfon not 
' a Native ofEngland, this Nation fhall not be obliged to a 
' War in Defence of Dominions not belonging to this Crown4' 
To this the Courtiers anfwer'd, ' That all the Q.!!arrel we: 
bad with the Emperor was upon account of the Intereft 
and Trade ofEngland, and not at all on account of any of his 
Majefi:y's Foreign Dominions ; fo that if they fhould be in
volv'd in a War, it would be fo far from involving Great 
Britain in any War upon account of them, that the Cafe 
would be direaly the contrary ; they would be involved in 
a War for Defence of the Trade and Commerce of Great
Britain : That fince we had a Q!!arrel with the Emperor, 
who was a very powerful Prince upon the Continent, we had 
no Way of Revenging this Q.!!arrel, but by engagingas many 
Princes upon the Continent as we cou]d on our Side ; and that 
therefore it was necelfary to continue thofe Subfidies. 'till we 
could bring the Emperor to our Terms. • Then the Qgeftion 
being put, the Committee likewife agreed to the continuing 
of this Subfidy, and refolv'd, that the Sum of 2 5 ,ooo l. be 
granted to his Majefty, fur one Year's Subfidy to the Duke 
of Brunfwick Lunenburgh Wo1fenbuttel. 

Fch. r 1. Two Petitions were prefented to ~he Houfe., 
from the ~arter-Seffions of the Peace held for the Eaft and 
North Ridings of Yorkfhire, .-'lmplaining, ' That the oblig
ing Grand-Jury-Men, at the Seffions of the Peace, to make 
their Prefentments in a Language, which few of them un .. 
derftood ; and the fuffering in any of the Proceedings of the 
Courts of Jufl:ice, or in any of the Tranfaaions of the Law, 
whereby the Perfon or Property of the Subjetl may be affeCt
ed, the Ufe of a Language not intelligible and of a Cha
rader not legible, but b; the Learned in the Law, were 

great 
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great Occafions of the Delay of Jufiice, and gave Room to Armo 4· Ceo. n; 
znoft dangerous Fra11ds : That Special Pleadings, by their In-~ 
tricacy and Dilatorinefs, render'd the Profecution of the · 
Rights of lhe Subjetl difficult and expenflve: That the 
Recovery of fmall Debts, as the Law then frood, was im-
praB:icable, and the Number of Attornies exceffive; and 
praying the Houfe to take tbefe Grievances into Confidera-
tion, and to give fuch Remedy as to the Houfe fhall feem 
meet.' Thefe Petitions were order'd to be referr'd to a Com- Whicharerekn'' 
mittee. to a Committee. 

Feh .. 1 7· The PenfionMBill was read the third Time and The Pen6on·Bill 
pau'd tbe Huufe 

pafs'd; and Mr Sandys was order'd to carry it to the lords o~ ColllmOIII: But 

and defire their Concurrence : But their Lordlhips rejetled ~~~d by the 

it on the fecond Reading. 
F eh 2 3 A Petition of feveral Merchants Planters and Petition rro~ tbe 

• • ' sugar Colonies m 
others, trading to and interefted in his Majefty's Sugar Colo- America, 

nies in America, was prefented to tbe Houfe in behalf of 
fhemfelves and many others, complaining, That divers of his 
Majefty's Subjefu, refiding within his Dominions in America,. 
and elfewhere, had of late Years carried on a Trade to the 
Foreign Sugar-Colonies in America, from whence they were 
fupplied with Sugar, Rum, Moloffes, and their other Pro-
duaions, inftead of thofe from our own Colonies, as welJ as 
with Foreign European Goods and Manufactures, contrary 
to the Intention of the Laws in Being, and the Treaty made 
with France in 1686 ; and as that new Method of Trade 
encreafed and enriched the Colonie& of other Nations, fo it 
was injurious to the Trade of this Kingdom, and greatly 
impoverifhed the lJrhHh Sugar-Colonies; and therefore the 
Petitioners prayed th~ Confideration of the Haufe, and fuch 
Relief as the Haufe 1hould think fit. This Petition was re- Which is rerm•d . f . tg, a Committee. 
ferred to the Confideration o a Committee. 

Fe!J. z ~. A Petition of the Corporation of Liverpool, and Petition or the 
~ d f Liverpool·Mer• alfo of the Merchants tra ing rom that Port to his Maje- chants complain-

fry's Colonies in the Weft-Indies, was prefented to the Houfe !f;,~i:!ar!;g:rs;. 
and read ; complaining of their Sufferings by the continued nianil in the 

Depredations of the Spaniards, who had treated fuch as had 
fallen into their Hands in a very barbarous and cruel Man
ner, and praying the Confi.deration of the Houfe, and fuch 
Redrefs as the Houfe fhould think fit : This Petition was re· 
ferred to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

March 3· The Penfion·Bill having been, on the Day be
fore, rejetled by the Lords on the fecond Reading thereof, 
a Motion was made by Mr Sandys, That a Committee be 
appointed to inquire whether any Member of the Houfe had 
direaly or indireflly any Penfions during Pleafure, or for 
any Number of Years, or any Offices from the Crown holden 
i.n Truft for them, in part or in the whole. Tho' the 

V o ~. II. L Penfion-

Weft-lndia; 

Which i• referr'd 
to a Ct-mmiltee 
c( tbc whole 
Haufe. 

Motion for ap
pointing a Com
mittee to inquire 
if any Members 
or the Houfc had 
Penfions from the 
Crow A. 
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Motion for a Bil! 
to prevent tho 
Tl"anflation of 
..Bilhops, 

The Engli(h. Law
Bill twice ro:~.d, 
and ordcr'd to be 
f'dn!ed; 

( 8z 
Penfion-Bill had met with no Oppofition in the Hottft of 
Commons, yet thi~ Motion was vigorou11y oppos'd by the 
Courtiers ; and the ~eftion being put on Mr Sandys's Mo
tion, it was carried in the Negative by zo6 againft •43· 

March 4· A Motion was made, and the Queftion put, 
That leave be given to bring in a Bill, 7"o prevent the 'franjla
tion of Bijhops ; which occafion'd a Debate. In Support of 
the Motion it was urg'd, 'That fuch a Bill was necelfary to 
prevent a too great Dependence of that Part of the Legifla
rure upon the Crown.• To this the Courtiers anfwer'd, 

That fuch a Law would be a great Incroachment upon the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and an Injury to the Righ.ts of 
the Clergy. Then the ~eftion being put on the Motion, 
it pafi"ed in the Negative. This Motion was generally fup· 
pos'd to be owing to a remarkable Speech having been made, 
in the Houfe ofLords, againtl the Penfion-Bill, by DrS
Bilhop of B-r, the Day before, and to the Unanimity 
which appear'd in the reverend Bench in their Oppofition 
to that Bill. 

The fame Day Sir George Saville, Bnt. Member for 
Yorkfhire, prefented to the Houfe, a Bill to enaCt:, That aU 
Proceedings in Courts of Juftice fhould be in Englifb, which 
was read the firfl: Time, and order'd to be read a fecond 
Time, and Iikewife to be printed. 

While this Bill was dependiag in the Houfe, great Oppo
fttlon was made to it, and the principal Arguments infitled 
on were, ' That if the Language and Writing of the Law 
fhould be alter'd, ~~1d made according to the modern Way 
of Speaking and Writing, no one would ever be at the 
Pains to ftudy that ancient Language and Writing, which 
mofi: of our old valuable Records are wrote in, fo that the 
Ufe of them would in a few Years be entirely loft: That 
the Method of diftributing Jufiice was now eftablifhed ac~ 
cording to a rnoft concife and regular Form, which muft 
be entirely alter'd, if the Language and Methods of Pleading 
fhould be chang'd : That this would necdfarily produce fuch 
R Confufion, that it would cofi: many Years painful and 
troub)efome Application, before the new Forms could be 
:fettled in a c~rtain and regular Courfe of Proceedings ; fo 
that the making of thofe Alterations would occafion greater 
Delay of Juftice ; give more Room to dangerous Frauds ; 
render the Profecution of the Rights of the SubjeCt more 
difficult and expenfive ; the Recovery of fmall Debts more 
impratlicab!c; and the Number of Attornies more exceffive 
than heretofore.' To thefe ObjeCtions it was anfwer"d by the 
Advocates for the Bi11, 'That tho' both the Language and 
Writing of the Law fhould be alter'd, there would be no Dan-. 
&er of loling the Ufe of QUr ancient Records; becaufe, as long 

as 
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as We have any fuch, there always will be rome Men, who either Anno 4· Ceo. If.' 

out of Curiofity, or for the fake of Gain, will make it their ~ 
Bufinefs to underftand both the Language and Character in 
which they are wrote, in the fame Manner as we find among 
•s now feveral Gentlemen, who make it their Bufmefs to learn 
to underftand. the Language and Charatl:er of Manufcripts~ 
111uch ancienter than any of our Records : That a very few 
of fuch Law-Antiquarians will fuffice, confidering the little 
Occafion we have in any Law Proceedings to have Recourfe 
to any very ancient Records; and that when they are made 
tlfe of, they often do more Harm than Good ; it being ne-
ceffary for every Nation to have private Property determined 
and afcertained by a continued Poffeffion for a moderate 

·Term of Years.' And as tO the Set-Forms of the Law, jt 

was alledg'd, 'That we had already too many of them, and 
that they were of Opinion that nothing fo much perplex'd 
and retarded the Proceedings of the Courts of Juftice, as a 
too nice Obfervance of the eftabliJh'd Forms: That {uch 
Forms are generally brought, for the fake of new Fees, to 
{uch a Balk by the Lawyers of all Countries, that every 
Country have found it necefi'ary from Time to Time to cur• 
tail. and abridge them ; That Juftice was generally the 
mofi: fpeedily, and the moft impartially, difiributed in thofe 
Places where the feweft Forms were obferv'd: That there~ 
fore they' thought the Defiruetion of our Law~ Forms was a 
good Argument for the Bill, infiead of being one againfi: 
it; becaufe it would take up a confiderable Time~ before 
the Lawyers could again perplex the Courfe of Juftice, with 
a Number of ufelefs Forms and Ceremonies.' 

This Bill afterwards pafs'd both Houfes, and obtain~d the And p1ffi:• inte a 

Royal Affent, notwithftanding the Oppofition of the whole Law. 

Body of the Lawyers. 
March 5. The Houfe, in a Grand Committee, confider'd The Com!llonf,,jlt 

f h . • f h M h f B , t 1 d L. I a Grand Comm:t-e t e Petitions 0 t e ere ants 0 T11lO an tverpoo ' tee, confider ot 

1 · h D d ' f h S • d A d fi the Petition~ of re atmg to t e epre atiOns o t e pamar s : n a ter the BrinoJ ~nd 

hearing Council for the Petitioners, and examining feveral ~~;~~f~~L~~~r;. 
Captains and Owners of Ships, who gave an Account of a the Spa:.::h D•· 

very great Number of Britifh Ships, taken or plunder'd by pr~ct~ll'J::s. 
the Spaniards, without any juH: Pretence of their having been 
carrying on any contraband Trade with any of the Spa-
nifh Dominions, came to the following Refolutions, viz. 
I. That the Petitioners had fully proved and made good 
the Allegations of their Petition. II. That an humble Ad- An4 refol'l'eto ado 

d h. M . fi I h ld b · drcis his M:wnr drefs be prefente to 1s aJe y, tlat e wou e grac1- on tt:at Aif..il'. 

oufly pleafed to continue his Endeavours to prevent the De
predations of the Spaniards for the future ; to prOi;ure full 
Satisfaa.ion for the Damages then fuftain'd; and to feet~re to 
~e Britifh Subje& the full and 1.1nintcrru:pted Exerc1fe ~f 

L .z the1r 
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Anno 4· Ceo. n. their Trade and Navigation to and from the Britilh Colonies 
~ in America. Thefe Refolutions being reported were agreed 

to by the Houfe. 
Debate concern· Then a Motion was made for the following Amendment 
ina; th~t Addrefs. to the above Add refs, viz. A11d to procure a full, prompt 

and jjutdy Satiifallion ; on which there was a long Debate. 
Thofe who were for the Motion infifted, ' That it was 
the Bufmefs of Parliament to protea, or take Care that the 
SubjeCts ihould be protelted from all Injuries and Wrongs 
both at Home and Abroad ; and that the Cafe before them 
was an Injury of fo high a Nature, that it required not only 
a full, but a prompt and fpeedy, Redrefs. The Courtiers 
hereupon endeavour'd to 1hew, ' That the Adding thofe 
Words would look as if the Houfe had a Diffidence in his 
Majefty 's Condua and Concern for the Good of his Sub
jetts : At laft the QEefiion being put it was carried againft 

A Bill order'd lo 
k brought in for 
Jt.elid of the Su
pr-Colonica in 
America. 

Adding thofe Words, by 207 agamft 1 3 5. 
March zz. Upon the Report of the Committee, to whom 

the Petition of the Merchants trading to, and interefted in, 
his Majefty's Sugar-Colonies in America had beeft referr'd, 
a Bill was order'd to be brought in for better fecuring and 
encouraging the Trade of thofe Colonies. 

March 16. The faid Bill was prefented to the Houfe by 
Sir John Ruihour, Bart. Member for Evetham, and com
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

!etltl~;o~r:!i~: .April z. A Petition of Francis Wilks, Agent for Maffa~ 
c:h~f~t·~-Bay, aJ.lrf chufet's-Bay, and for Connecticut in New-England, againft 
~~n~csill~gamft the faid Bill, was prefented and read, and referr'd to the 

Whi.:h paB'et the 
Commons. 

above Committee. 
April 1 4· The Sugar-Colony Bill was read the third Time 

and pafs'd : But was afterwards dropt in the Houfe of Lords. 
Notion ror an Ad· .April ;o. A Motion was made, and the ~efiion put, 
:~r~~;e~' That an humble Addrefs be prefcnted to defire his Ma-
Js,ooo HeJJian jefty, That he will be graciou:fly plea fed, for the Eafe of his 
Forcea. Subjetts of this Kingdom, to give Orders for difcharging the 

u,ooo Men of the Troops of the La.ndgrave of Hdfe
Caftel, then in the Pay of his Majefty as King of Great 
Britain : But after fome Debate, it paffed in the Negative. 

~~trt~h~h~tate May 5· It was refolv'd, That an humble Addref.~ be pre
of the Trade of rented to his Majefty, That he will be gracioufly pleafed to 
~~~~~~~ii~ ~ give Direflions to the Commiffioners for Trade and Planta· 
laid before the tions to prepare a Reprefentation to be laid before the 
Jf Jufe next Seffion, ' 
!(;the Board of Houfe, in the next Seffion of Parliament, of the State of his 

ride. Majefty's ColoAies and Plantations in America, with refpefi 
to any Laws made, Manufactures fet up, and Trade carried 
on there, which may affect: the Trade, Navigation and Ma
nufatlures of this Kingdom. , Thea 
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Then a Motion was made, and the ~eftion put, That Anno 4· GcG,II .. 

an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, That he ~ 
will be gracioufiy pleafed to give fuch Ordeu and lnftruc- Motion Lr a far-. 

rions to the feveral Governors of his Colonies and Plantations thcr Addrefs ou 
• tbt Subjta. 

in America, as his Majefty fhall thmk moft: proper, to pre-
vent the fetting up, or to difcourage the Improvement in~ 
any of the faid Colonies, of Woolen, Linnen, Iron~ and 
other Manufatlures, which may interfere with, and be pre-
judicial to the ManufaCtures of this Kingdom : But it pafs'd 
in the Negative. 

May 6. The above Addrefs was prefented to the King ; The KinC An· 

to which his Majefty retum'd for Anfwer, "That he wou~d ~~s~ alme 

'' give Direflions accordingly:' 
Ma u 7· A Motion was made and the nueftion put That Marion £m: an M-

;., ' , ~ • ' dreu relating to 
an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefiy I That he the Exporh and. 

will be pleafed to give Orders, that the proper Officers do ~":::k: io'il}o 
prepare an Account to be laid before that .Houfe, in the nics. 

Dext Sefiion of Parliament, of the Value of the Exports and 
Imports between this Kingdom and his Majefty's Plantations 
in America, and all foreign Countries:> from Chrifimas 1 7 zo 
to Chriftmas t 730, diftinguifhing each Year, in each Plan-
tation or foreign Country : But the ~eftion being put, it 
pa1fed in the Negative. 

The fame Day the King came to the Haufe of Peers, and 
the Commons being come thither, his Majdl:y made the fol
lowing Speech : 

My Lords and Gentlemen~ 
•c IT is a great Pleafure to me, that, at the Oofe of this :~~f~~ ~:£!/:e 
" Seffion of Parliament, I am able to acquaint you, that ihe FourthSeaion. 

u the Hopes I had conceived and given you, of feeing very 
u fuddenly a happy Period put to the Troubles and Dif-
" orders which had been fo long apprehended, are now, 
'' by the Treaty figned at Vienna, anfwer'd and accom-
u pl.ilh~d. 

" A Projea of a Convention betwixt the Emperor and 
u the Maritime. Powers, for accommodating the Differences 
" and Difputes that were fubfifting, having been formed, 
'' the Treaty is concluded and figned by me and the Em
'' peror ; and is now under the Confideration of the States 
" General, the Forms of that Government not admitting a 
_, previous Concert in a Negotiation of this Nature: And. 
" as this Treaty principally regards the Execution of the 
" Treaty of Seville, it is Iikewife communicated to the Courts 
., of France and S..E_ain, as Parties to the Treaty of Seville : 
u And I have jdft received Advice, that the Ratifications 
•' between me and the Emperor are exchang'd. 

~ 4 The Conditions and Engagements1 which I have ent~r'd 
" mto 
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AMo 4- r.a. u. " into upon this Occafion, are agreeable to that neceff;tty 
~ " Concern, which this Nation muft always have for the Se

" curity and Prefervation of the Balance of Power in Europe: 
.:, And as the uncertain and violent State of Affairs, to whic!l 
., Europe was reduced, and the Mifchiefs of an immediate 
" general War, which began to be thought unavoidable,. 
'' are now removed; this happy Turn duly improved, with 
" a juft Regard to our former Alliances which it fhall be 
" my Care to preferV"e, gives us a favourable Profpect of 
" feeing the Publick Tranquility re-eftablilhed. 

'The Parliament 
pror~~&ucd. 

GentleJ;Uen of the Haufe of Commons, 
" I return you my Thanks for the effeCtual Supplies, which 

" you have granted me for the Service of the prefent Year,. 
'' and for the proper Difpofition you have made of the Pub
'' lick Funds, towards leffening and difcharging the National 
" Debt: The remarkable Difpatch and Unanimity which 
'' you have fhewn, at this critical ConjunEt:ure, has added 
" very much to the Credit and Weight of your Proceedings ; 
" and you iliall find as great a Readinefs on my part to eafe 
'' the Burthens of my People, as foon as the Circumftances 
" and Situation of Affairs wili admit of it, as you have 
n £hewn to raife the Supplies necelfary for the Service of the 
" Publick. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I hope at your Return into the Country, you will find 

'' all Attempts to raife a Spirit of Difcontent among my Peo
'' pie, by unjuft Clamours and Mifreprefentations, vain and 
" ineffectual. All malicious Infinuations to the Prejudice of 
n my Meafures muft furely vanifh, when it fuall appear 
" that my fuft and princip:1l Care has been for the Intereft 
" and Honour of this Kingdom. Let it be your Endeavour 
•c to remove all groundlefs J ealoufies and Apprehenfions, 
'' that the Satisfaction of this Nation may be as general, as 
u it is my eameft Defire that their Happinefs may be; let 
•• all my People, let' all Orders of Men enjoy, quietly and 
" unenvied, the Rights, Privileges, and Indulgences, 
.:' which l·y Law they are intided to; let no Innovations 
H dilh:rb any Part of my SubjeCts in the Poffeffion of their 
" lqr:tl Property ; let all that are zealous in the Support of 
" m~ and my Government partake in common the Benefits 
" tJf the prdl:mt happy Eftablilhment ; and let your Good· 
" Will to one another be as exteniive as my ProteCtion, which 
u all my good and faithful S;1bjetls have an equal Right to,. 
" and may e~1ually depend upon." 

Then the Lord ChanceHor prorogued tl1e Parliament to 
the z7th of July: They were afterwards farther prorogued 
co the 13th of January. 

SPJiECHE$ 



( 87 ) 

S P E E C HE S and D E B ATE 8 
In the F I F T H S E s s I o N of the 

Firjl Parliament of King G .Eo R G E II. -oN the 13th of January, the Parliament being met Anno~- eeo. n. 
in purfuance of their laft Prorogation, his Majefty ~ 
made the following Speech to. both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen. " IT is ·a great Pleafure to me, that I am able to acquaint King't!!peecbat 

" you, that the Expetlations which I have from Time =.zthcF.iflh 

" to Time given you, of feeing the general Tranquility of 
" Europe reftored and eftablilhed, are now fully anfwer'd. 

"' The Share of Credit and Influence, which the Crown of 
u Great-Britain has had in bringing about this difficult and 
" de:firable Work, and which redounds fo much to the Ho. 
" nour and Intereft of this Nation ; as it is univerfally con, 
" feffed Abroad, will, I am confident, be agreeable to my 
" People, and acknowledged with Gratitude by you. 

u It is well known, that from the Time of concluding 
" the ~adruple Alliance, the feveral Courts of Europe 
" have been employed in finding Means to execute what 
H the principal Powers had agreed to, for the Suceeffion of 
" Tufcany and Parma, in favour of an Infant of Spain ; 
" but the various jarring and contending Intereils, hard to 
•~ be reconciled and united in effctl:uating a Point of fo much 
" Importance; the extended Views and Hopes of obtaining 
•' on every Side farther Advantages; and the natural Jea· 
" loufies and Diftrufts arifmg among the feveral Powers con
" cerned, from fuch oppofite Principles and Purpofes, had 
c' kept in Sufpence and unexecuted, what the Court of 
u Spain had very much at Heart ; and occafioned fuch 
'' Troubles and Difturbances., as embarra1fed the AfFairs of 
'' Europe for many Years, and particularly alfeBed the Jn ... 
" terefts of this Nation. 

" You have from Time to Time been informed of the 
'' different Meafures and Negotiations, that have on all 
'' Sides been carrying on during this long unfettled State of 
u Affairs ; and you have enabled me to perfevere in main
'' taining the Rights and Poffeffions of this Kingdom. and 
" in preferving the Peace and Balance of Europe. 

~' The Preliminary Articles and the fubfequent Tranfac
u tions thereupon not anfwering the Expectations of the 
u Court of Spain, and creating a Coolnefs and Di1fatisfaflion 
H an1ong the contraains Parties of the firft Treaty Gf Vien-

H na. 



Anno ~· Ceo, II. 
17J l·J'-• 

~ 

{ 88 ) 
" na, laid the Fotptdation of the -Treaty of Seville, and 
" thereby dilfolved that Union, which had raifed fo many 
'' A pprehenfions, and fo long alarmed the World. 

" The Execution of the Treaty of Seville was the great 
., Difficulty that flill remained ; and this, unfnrmountable 
•' as it was thought, I have by your Support, and by the 
" Confidence you repofed in me, been able to overcome by 
~' j uft and honourable Treaties, without coming to Extremi
" ties, and without the Hazard and Expence of a general 
•' Rupture, or kindling a War in any Part of Europe. 

" Parma and Placentia are now in the actual Po[effion of 
4 ' the Infant Don Carlos ; the fiX thoufand Spaniards are 
., quietly admitted and quartered in the Dutchy of Tufcany. 
"' to fecure, by the exprefs Confent and Agreement of the 
•' Great .Duke, the Reverfion of his Dominions; and a Fa
"' mily-Convention is made between the Courts of Spain and 
'" Tufcany, ·for preferving Peace an~ Friendfillp betweeq 
4 ' thofe two Houfes, during the Life of the Great Duke. 

" For perfcB:ing and :finilhing this tedious Work, con
" ducted through a Series of infinite Changes and Vicifli
" tudes, and incumbered with all the diJferent Views of In
" tereft and Ambition, I concluded the late Treaty of Vi.,. 
u enna; wherein I have entered. into no Engagements contra
'' ry to former Treaties, or tending either to aggrandi~e o~ 
., reduce the Power or Weight of any Potentate, calculated 
"' purely for preferving a due Balance, and to avoid fuch 
" Confufion, as new Changes and Convulfions upon futu~ 
c' Events would unavoidably create, and wherein Great• 
"' Britain could never ftand by, and be an idle SpeCtator. 

" When this ihall be duly confidered, and it fhall be feen 
" that the Wounds which have been long bleeding are in
" tirely healed. groundlefs Jealoufies will ceafe, ill Humours 
"' will fuhfide, and Peace and good Harmony return toge
'.' ther ; all Djffidence and Difiruft, the natural Effi:Cl: of re ... 
"' peated Delays. artfully inftilled and induftrioufly improv-. 
" ed and aggravated, will be removed ; and mutual Satisfac
" tion be the Confeq uence of the punCtual and effeCtual Per· 
" formance of all Engagements on our Side, which will ever 
" be remembered with great Regard and Honour to this 
"' Crown and Nation, and leave an indifpenfible Obligation 
'' upon thofe that are immediately concem'd, to make fuch 
" Returns as Honour and J uftice call for and demand. 

Gentlemen of the J:Ioufe of Commons11 

" The Efiimates for the Service of the current Year lhall 
., be prepar'd and laid before you, which you will obferve 
" to be confiderabJy lefs than thofe of former Years : It is 
" a· Pleafure to me to give Eafe to my Subje8s, whenever 
'' the Welfare of the Publick will adn1it of it. You have 

· '' f~c~ 
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~~ {een the happy MeCls of your former Zeal and Refolu- Anuo 5· Gco. Jf. 
. . S r. ha ded M r. d 17~'-P· n tJOn ; ucce1s s atten my ea1ures, an you reap the ~ 

" Fruit of my Endeavours and of your Confidence in me ; -
" and it muft be a SatisfaCtion to you to refletl:, that all the 
" Expences, which you have lately made, are amply recom~ 
~~ penfed by preventing and avoiding far greater. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" This happy Situation of Affairs, I promife myfelf, will 

~' infpire you all with fuch Temper and Unanimity, and fuch 
" a feafonable Zeal for the Publick Good, as becomes a 
" Parliament fenfible of the great Blefiings they enjoy : The 
'' Duty and Affections of my Subjefls are all the Return I 
" defire for my paternal Love a.J?,d Concern for them. My Go~ 
" vernment has no Security, but what is equally conducive 
a:i to your Happinefs and to the Protetl:ion of my People ; 
n and your Profperity has no Foundation, but in the De~ 
" fence and Support of my Government: Our Safety is 
" mutual, our Interefts are infeparable. '' 

The Commons being return 'd to their Houfe Mr Speaker Debate on the.Lo~ 
' Hervey's Mouon 

reported his Majefty's Speech, and thereupon the Lord • Her- for an Addreu uf 
i: d - r. ha . d th D"ffi Thanks, vey ro1e up, an i:Uter vmg enumerate e many 1 -

culties this Nation was brought under by the Intrigues of 
our Enemies Abroad~ and the many Dangers and Expences 
we fhould have been inevitably involv'd in, if the War with 
which Europe was threaten'd, had not been prevented by his 
Majefty's great Forefight and wife Meafures; by the good 
Succefs of which the Tranquility of Europe was fettled and 
ellablifh'd upon a firm and Jailing Foundation; his Lord-
1hip mov'd, ~ That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, to return his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe for 
his moil gracious Speech from the Throne; to declare our 
higheft Satisfatl:ion in feeing the general Tranquility of Eu~ 
rope refl:or'd and eftabliili'd by his. Majefty's Credit and In· 
:ftuence, with fo much Glory to the Crown of Great Britain~ 
and Honour to this Nation; to acknowledge with Gratitude 
his Majefty's unw;ary'd Endeavours for the Happinefs of his 
.People, and his· Goodnefs in purfuing with Steadinefs and 
Conftancy fuch Meafures, as heft conduced to the preferving 
the Rights and Poff'effions of thefe Kingdoms ; to exprefs 
cur juft Senfe of .his Majefty's great Wifdom, in being able 
to furmount the various Difficulties that fo long embarafs'd 
the Affai.-s of Europe, and particularly affeCted the Interefts 
of Great Britain; and by pacifick Meafures and Negotia. 
tions to bring to a happy Conclufton the Difputes, that for 
many Years had been fub1ifting and depending ; and by juft 

V o L. II. M and 
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Anno~- Ceo. u. and honourable Treaties to fettle and re-eflablifh the Publick 

17 il·,:!.. 
~ Tranquility, without the Hazard and Expence of a general 

Rupture, or kindling a War in any Part of Europe; to 
affure his Majefty that this Houfe, fcnfible of the happy 
Effects of the Confidence fo juiHy repofed in his Majefty~ 
and the Bleffings we enjoy under his Government, will with 
Chearfulnefs grant the Supplies necefi'ary for the Service of 
the current Year, for the Defence and Support of his Ma
jefty's Government, and for the Security and ProteBion of 

Mr Cll!lterbuck, his People.' His Lordfbip was feconded by Mr Clutterbuck*, 
who explain'd the feveral jarring Interefi:s of Europe, which 
had all been happily reconcil'd by his Majefly's Wifdom 
and good Condua; and added, ~ That as our Security de
pends upon the Prefervation of the Bal~1ce of Power in 
Europe, we could not in common Prudence have fat uncon· 
cern'd, and feen any one of the Powers of Europe fwallow'd 
up by another: That if any War had broke out, we mull necef
farily have been concern·d, and every Man was fenfible of 
the fatal Effects fuch a War might have been attended with : 
That we were now free from all fuch Apprehenfions; and as 
the prefent Happinefs and Tranquility not only of this Na
tion, but of Europe in general, was owing to the prudent 
and pacifick Meafures purfu'd by his Majefty, he could not 
but approve of the Terms of Addrefiing propofed, and there
fore he feconded the Motion. • 

Sir Wilf. Lawfon. Then Sir Wilfrid Lawfon flood up, and fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 

' I fhall join with all my Heart in an Addrefs of Thanks 
to his Majefty, for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne; 
but I cannot agree with defcending fo far into Particulars. 
as are contain'd in the Motion made by the noble 
Lord who fpoke firft, and feconded by the honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke lall:. The Treaties, upon which it is 
pretended, that the Tranquility of Europe and the Happinefs 
of this Nation are fo firmly and laftingly eftablilh'd, are not 
now before the Houfe; and therefore, frotn my own Know
ledge, I can fay nothing about them, nor can I form a Judg
ment of the Honour or Advantage which will from thence 
accrue to this Kingdom : But if I judge from what I hear 
or fee abroad in the World, I muft be of Opinion, that not
withftanding the great Things we have done for the Crown 
of Spain, and the Favours we have procured for the royal 
Family of that Kingdom, we have as yet received very little 
Satisfaction for the Injuries done by them to this Nation. 
I have feen publifh'd, in our News-Papers, an Order of In
ftructions from his Catholick Majefty to the Governors of his 

Ports 
• "Jrfak one of tb~ LJrJs t>f th1 Admiralty at the Eva ()f this SeJFQ~~. 
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Ports in the Indies, relating to the Depredations committ(d Anno ~. eeo. n. 
by the Spaniards upon our Merchants trading to thofe Seas, ~ 
but I cannot look upon this Order as any Satisfatl:ion for 
the Depredations already committed; neither can I look upon 
it as a fufficient Check againft the committing of any in 
Time to come: There are fo many Conditions in this Order'" 
fo many lfi and AndJ, that it affords a large Scope to the 
Spaniards in that Part of the World, to go on in the taking 
or plundering of our Merchants Ships, under the Pretence of 
their being concerned in fome illicit Commerce, or of their 
being found navigating in thofe Latitudes, where the Spani-
ards may fay they ought not to navigate. Thefe Orders are 
fo general, that the Captains of the Spanifh Guarda-Cofta's 
and the Governors, who are generally Partners with the Cap-
tains, may put any Conftrutl:ion they pleafe upon them ; and 
we may expect, that the Conftrutlion to be put upon them, 
will be moft unfavourable for the Subjetl:s of this Nation. 
I fhall not, Sir, at prefent make any Motion, but as a Mem-
ber of this Houfe, I thought it incumbent upon me to dt-
clare my Sentiments in an Affair, in which the Honour of 
this Haufe and the Intereft of the Nation are fo much con· 
~em'd. 

Mr Shippen fpoke next, Mr Sltippe11; 

Mr Speaker, 
c I rife not only to oWer my Sentiments againft the Terms 

Df the Addrefs propofed, but likewife to make a Motion. 
It has, Sir, upon fuch an Occafion, been the ancient Cuftoni 
of this Houfe, to prefent an Addrefs of Thanks ta his Ma
jefiy, for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne, but 
fuch Addreffes were in former Days always in general Terms; 
there were in them no flattering Paragraphs, no long Com
pliments made to the Throne, fOr Tranfatl:ions and Succeff'es 
which had never been laid before the Haufe, and of which,. 
by a neceifary Confequence, the Haufe muft have been fup
pofed to have been entirely ignorant : It is true, Sir, we 
have of late Years fallen into a Cuftom of Complimenting 
the Throne upon every fuch Occafion with long Addreifes, 
and this Cufrom has been follow'd fo long, that I am afraid 
it may at laft become a Vote of courfe, to vote an Addrefs to 
his Majefty, in fuch Terms as fuall be concerted by thofe 
very Men, whofe Meafures are approv'd of by the Compli
ment made to the Throne. I confefs, Sir, that I am fo 
little of a Courtier, that I cannot return Thanks for what 
I know nothing of; nor can I applaud before I know a Rca
fan for fuch Applaufe. I am not at all againfr an Addrefs of 
Thanks in the ancient ufual Style; but tho' I fhould happen 
to be fmgle and alone in my Oppofition, which I hope I 
fhall not, yet I am refolv'd to oppofe Addrefiing in the Terms 

· - M z moved 
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AM!> J. Geo. u. moved for, if it were for no other Reafon but this, that 
~ fuch a Motion may no~ ftan.d upon the J oumals of this Houfe, 

as agreed to Nem. ·Con: For if not taken Notice of in Time. 
fuch humble Addrefi'es to the Throne may at laft come to 
pafs as a Matter of courfe; and be as little regarded or 
oppofed, as fome Affairs now are, which at firft ftciod a long 
Conteft before they could be introduc'd. 

Sir, It is no new Thing in me to oppofe fuch Addreifes ; 
I have always oppofed them; and though 1 do not thereby 
appear to be a good Courtier, yet it fhews that I have fome 
~efpefl for the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe ; beftdes, 
Sir, when fuch Addreff'es have been propofed, it has been 
promifed, and we have been affured, that no Advantage 
lliould afterwards be taken of any Words contain'd in the 
~omplimenting Part of fuch Addrefs ; but eve~:y Member in 
this Haufe knows, that when the Houfe had an Opportunity 
of examining Things more particularly, and Debates enfued 
thereupon, they have then been told that they could not cenfure 
any of the :pail: TranfaB:ions, becaufe they had approv'd of 
them all by their Addrefs oJ Thanks to his Majefty for his 
moil: gracious Speech from the Throne. I hope, Sir,. for 
the fake of my Country, that all Things are well, that our 
Affairs both Abroad and at Home are in that profperous 
Condition, in which they have been reprefented to us ; but 
as we cannot as ye~ judge from the EfFects, and as the Trea
ties, from which this great Profperity and lafling Tranquility 
.fs to ariff;, have not yet been laid before us ; I can not but 
look upon it as an Anticipation of the Refolutions Qf this.' 
Houfe tQ thank his Majefty for thofe Treaties, which we 
have not as yet had any Opportunity eith,er ~o perufe or 
confider; and therefore I move, That' the flrft Part only of' 
the Motion already made fhould ftand, and that all the qther. 
complimenting Paragraphs. fhould be left out. 

fh wt Pulteney. Then Mr William Pulteney t fpo.ke as follows~ ' 
Mr Speaker, 

' I am very willing that an Addrefs of Thanks be pre~ 
fen ted to his Majefty, for his moil: gracious Speech from tho 
Throne; but I cannot agree to an Addrefs in the Terms pro
pofed by the noble Lord who made the MQtion, becaufe 

thff 
't 'Ihefollowil~,g .Artil:k appear'lin the G.nette, viz. jltly 1,1731. < Tbi. 

' Day his MajttJfy ir1 Council ,,,IleJ for the Colmcil-Booli, iiJH 'Wfib bis own. 
~ Handflruck. the Name r{ Wtlliam PKlteney, EJ9.; out of the Lifl of Pri-Pt~ 
' CoMr{tllorj J His M.;rjdfy farther orJ~reJ the faza William Pulteney to he 
c pld out of aU the Cammijfrons of the Pe4ce; an.l that the fll'Veral Lord
' Lielttenants, mbu ha'Ve g!uen him DeputlltUms, 4 re-ooke the fame: Aml 
' t~ ..R{gh~ J.!on. the Lor~ High Cbancillor if ~~·tat Brifa!n, and his M11-, 
' Jdi)l's prl11Ctff'l Seqr~l'lfS vJ &:.~, were dirlfled u groe lhe ll,cef•'J 
~ Dram ther1111.' · · · 



( 93 , 
they reem to imply an Approbation of all that has been tranf. AMO $· Ce$. U,; 

o. d . d b h" M . fty' M" "ft I th 1731 -1 ~. a~:Le or negotiate y 1s a1e s 1m ers ; am e ~ 
more obliged upon this Occafion to declare my Opinion, be. -- ~ 
caufe of the Motion's having been made by that noble 
Member, left {orne of my Friends fhould be thereby mifled, 
and made to believe that I am for the Motion in its full Ex-
tent. We ought to thank his Majefty for his moft gracious 
Speech, but I cannot fee any Reafon we have to thank him 
for our Liberties and Properties : They are fecured to us by 
our Conftitution ; and as Subje& of Great Britain we have a 
natural Right to them, and his Majefty is far from having the 
leaft Thought of making any lncroachments upon them: But 
as for the Treaties and Negotiations abroad, and the Honours 
and Advantages we have by them acquir'd, I do not think 
that we can take Notice of them, for 'till they be laid before 
the Houfe, we mufl: be prefumed to be ignorant of them. For 
my own part I fhall be glad to know that we are now at Jail: 
got into a right Way; but fuppofing that all is now right with 
us, I am certain there was a Time fome Years ago, when 
we might have been as right as we are now, and upon the 
fame Conditions. If we had embraced that Opportunity, a. 
great deal of Money would have bee~ faved to the Nation ; 
b11t in thofe Days, the Guaranty of the Pragmatick-Sanflion 
was looked on as inconftftent with the Intereft: and Happinefa 
~f this Nation, and was reprefented as fuch' even by thofe 
who have now agreed to it; what were their Reafons for re-
prefenting it in fuch a hideous Shape at that Time, and for 
placing it now in fo amiable a View, I canqot comprehend: 
For riiy own Part, Sir, I do not fee any Neceffity we were 
under of agreeing to it, even at this prefent Time ; for by our 
agreeing to that Guaranty, we lay ourfelves under an Obli
gation of affifting the Auftrian Family, whenever they fhall be 
attacked by any Potentate . whatever, except the Grand Sig
llior ; they may happen to be attacked, when it will be much 
againft the Intereft of this Nation, to engage itfelf in a War 
upon any foreign Account ; and if they fhould acquire many 
more Territories, it may be for the Intereft of the Nation 
~ven to join in the Attack, in order to preferve the Balance 
of Europe, the Eftablifhing of wl:tich has already coft us fuch 
immenfe S11ms of Money: Thus we may be obligod, either 
to engage in a War contrary to the lntereft and Well-being 
of our Country, or otherwife be guilty of a Breach of Faith, 
to the eternal Difhonour of the Nation: Thefe, Sir, are the 
Circumftances which this Nation may be brought into by 
entring into this Guaranty fo early ; and thefe, Sir, are Cir· 
(!UIIlflances which every wife Man ought, by all Means, to 
{\void ; be:fides, Sir, I do not know but we may be accufed of 
(£PW Sort of ijr~ach. of Faith~ on account of our late Ne~ti-
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ations with the Emperor: The French may perhaps fay; 
that by the Treaty of Hanover we were obliged not to treat 
with any of the Powers, againft whom that Treaty feerned to 
be made, without the Concurrence of our Allies; and yet 
notwithilan~ing thereof we not only negotiated, but con
cluded a Treaty with the Emperor without <;omrnunicating 
the fame to them; what Reafon the French may have for 
fuch an Accufation I cannot at prefent properly fpeak to; 
:Prufiia, it is true, had befQre fet us an Example~ and 
had drawn off from that Treaty long before we had ; but 
France and Holland had adhered firm1y to it to the very laft. 

' According to the View I have of our late Negotiations,. 
I cannot fay, that either the Honour or the Intereft of the 
Nation has been much confidered; it is true, Don Carlos 
may be now efl..ablifhed in the Succeffion to the Puchy of 
Tufcany, and in the Poffeffion of the Duchies of Parma and 
Placentia; the Spanifh Troops may be introduced into Italy,. 
tnd I wifh their lntrodullion do not prove t.o be the Origin 
of new Troubles 1 but in thefe Things we have no particul_aJ: 
Intereft. I cannot fay that much Regard has been had t() 
the particular Intereft of this Nation in our Condua at home ; 
our Debts have been increafed, at leaft not diminifhed ; and 
"'l,t the fame Time Luxury has been fo mqch encouraged, that 
many have run out a great Part of their Fortunes, and are. 
thereby obliged to· depend upon the Court; infomuch that 
I muft fay, happy it is for the Nation, that the 1\ing is fo 
good and fo juft, as not to have any Defigns againft our Li..., 
berties : Our Trade is decaying every Day, and Publick; 
Credit is like to be entirely deftroyed by the many PubJick; 
Frauds that are committed ; for Credit depe:qds upon that 
Faith and Confidence which one Man puts in another, for 
the Prefervation of that which is committed to his Care ; but 
by thefe Publick Frauds all mutual Faith and Confidence 
will be taken away ; no Man will think his Money fafe but 
when it is locked up in his own Coffers; he will not for the 
future truft the Management or Keeping thereof to any one 
Man, or to any Set of Men. However, I hope, Sir, that all 
our AfFairs abroad are now fet to right~.and that our dome
ftick Grievances are in a fair Way of being redreffed ; but if 
they are fo, I muft fay, it is fomething like a Pilot, who. 
though he has a clear, a fafe, and a ftreight Paffage for going 
jnto Por~, yet takes it in his Head to carry the Ship a great 
way about, through Sands, Rocks and Sha1lows, and there
by lofes a great many of the Seamen, deftroys a great deal of 
the Tackle and Rigging, and puts the. Owners to a vail: Ex
pence; however, at lail-, by Chance he hits the Port, and then 
triumphs in his &ood Conduct~ 

Mr 
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Mr Pulteney having done Speaking, Mr Danve~ {aid, Anno ~. eeo. u. 

• That when he returned to the Country, he fhould be glad 1711 -~:r.. 
to have fomething to tell his Country-Neighbours that would~ 
pleafe them ; they did not underfl:and Treaties, nor did they ' 
troub1e their heads much about diftant ProfpeB:s of Wealth 
and Happinefs ; but he wifhed he could tell them, that Part of 
our Debts were paid off, or that fome of our Taxes were 
abolifued, or the Standing Army disbanded. Thefe were 
E.fFe& they would immediately feel, but he was afraid they 
would be of Opinion, that a Peace attended with a Continu-
ance of all the Taxes, and a Keeping on foot the Standing-
Anny, did not deferve any Thanks from the Nation. 

Sir William Wyndham fpoke next. 
Mr Speaker, ' 

' I cannot agree to the Terms for Addrefiing his Majefty, 
propofed by the noble Member who fpoke firft, becaufe 
though every Taing may now be well fettled upon a folid 
and lafting Foundation, yet I cannot think that our Con
duB: has in every Refpea been right; or that the Intereft of 
this Nation has been, by his Majefiy's Minifters, principally 
and fteadily purfued. At one Time we were frightned out 
of our Wits with Apprehenfions that the Pretender was to be 
fUt upon us, and that without any Reafon for all that I have 
yet feen or heard upon the SubjeCt. Then Don Carlos was 
made fuch a Giant of, that he, that Infant, was to fwallow 
up and deftroy all the Powers of Europe; and at that Time we 
fued to France for an Alliance, and befought their Affiftance~ 
by which we put it in their Power to commence a War when 4 

ever they pleafed; and, if they had not been more taken up 
with Whims and Difputes about Religion, than any wife Na~ 
tion ought to be, they would certainly have involved us in a 
War in Conjunfiion with them; and thereby would have 
inade us affift them in recovering all that they had loft by the 
laft two Wars, the taking of which from them had coft us fo 
much Blood and Treafure. Some Time after we 1hook ·off 
all Fears of the Pretender, Don Carlos was again diminitbcd 
to an ordinary Size, and then we began to bully France as 
much as we had courted it before : Such ConduCt: cannot ap
pear to me to be right, at leaft it does not appear to be fteady 
and uniform. Upon the other hand, it muil be faid of the 
Imperial Court, that they have atl:ed with Steadinefs and 
Prudence ; they have firmly adhered to the proper Intercll: 
of their native Country, and have fteadily purfued the Aim 
they had in View, through all the different Shapes in which 
the Affairs of Europe have been put within thefe few Years ; 
and by this Firmnets and Refolution they have at lafi: brought 
\IS to their own Terms j and have accomplitbed their Defigns,. 
notwithftanding the Conjunaion and Alliance of fo many 

formidable 
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Anno J· Ceo. n. forntidable Powers againft them; w1tereas we have been a; 
~ bliged, in fome Manner, to comply with the Demands of af ... 
· molt every Power we have treated with ; and if by fuca 

Means we have at laft got off upon any tolerable Conditions. 
it muft be faid, that we have been like a Man in a Room, 
who wants to get out, and though the Door be open, and a 
clear Way to it, yet he ftalks round the Room, breaks his 
Shins over a Stool, tumbles over a Chair, and at laft, rumb
lin~ over every Thing in his Way, by chance finds the Door 
and gets out, after abundance of needlefs Trouble and unne-: 
ce11'ary Danger.' . 

kr Oglethorpe. Then Mr Oglethorpe ftood up, and fpoke as follows; 
Sir, 

' I do not think, that the Guaranty of the Pragmatick-Sanaion 
is much to be taken Notice of in the prefent Cafe ; for there 
are many other Things which at prefent relate more nearly 
to the Honour and Intereft of this Nation. I wifu I could 
have heard that the late new Works at Dunkirk had been 
entirely razed and deftroyed; that we had received a full and 
compleat Satisfaction for the many Depredations committed 
by the Spaniards ; and I fitould be glad to fee more Care 
taken in arming the Country, and difciplining our Militia. I 
think it was a Scandal to the Nation to appear fo much fright
ned, as we lately appeared to be, at the marching of a few 
French Troops down to thofe Coafts of France whidt lie 
next to us. We have, it is true, a Standing-Army of good 
regular Forces; but I hope this Nation will never be brought 
fo low, as to have nothing to trufl: to for their Defence, but 
their Standing-Army : Our Army bears but a fmall Propor
tion to the whole Body of the People, they can cover but 
a fmaU Part of our Coaft from an Invafion, and therefore Care 
ihould be taken to keep up military Difcipline and a warlike 
Spirit among our Militia, thro' all Parts of the Kingdom; for 
whenever we are threatned with an lnvafion, our Safety 
and our Barrier next to our Fleet muft depend upon them ; 
it muft be to the.m chiefly that we mufi: truft our Defence 
againil the Landing of a Foreign Enemy; and if they come 
once to lofe entirely the Ufe of Arms, or the Knowledge of 
military Difcipline, an Enemy that can, either by Cunning or 
Accident, efcape our Fleet, may land with little Danger; and 
may do a deal of Mifchief, before a fuffi.cient Number of our 
regular Forces can be brought together to oppofe them. 

'As to our Foreign AJfairs, I muft fay, Sir, that confider
log how much the Proteftants in Germany have been op
prefs'd by the prefent Imperial Family,. I could have wifhed 
with all my Heart to have heard, that feme Care had been 
taken of them in the Treaty we have lately made with the 
Emperor ; but as the Dutch aave not as yet acceded to that 

Treaty, 



( 9.7' ) 
Treaty, I' hope fome Care may as yet be taken of thofe poor Anr.o ~·.~.eo. n. 
People: I look upon it as a general Benefit, that the Dutch ~ 
.have not as yet acceded, becaufe we may make an Advantage · 
of it by getting them to mfiit upon all fuch Additions, Ex-
planations or Amendments, as may be judg'd necelfary for 
the common Good of Europe in general, and of the Proteftant 
Religion in particular. In the mean Time I am pleafed to 
find, that we are not now fo clofely united with France as 
v>e formerly were ; for I have generally obferved, that when 
tWO Dogs are in a Leafh together, the ihonger generally 
runs away with the weaker; and I am afraid this was fame-
thing of the Cafe between France and us. 

Mr Henry Pelham fpoke next for the Motion, and en- M• u. Pdham, 
deavour'd to fuew, ' That it was no way inconfiHent with the 
Honour or Dignity of that Haufe, to thank hjs Majefty in 
the moft particular Terms for every Thing, which he had 
been moft gracioufly pleafed to acquaint them with, in his 
Speech from the Throne : That, in common Decency, they 
were upon that Occaf10n to look upon every Thing to be as 
it had been reprefented to them by his Majefly ; but that no 
Compliments, as fame of the honourable Gentlemen who 
had fpoke before were pleafed to call them, that could be put 
into the Addrefs, could be any way made ufe of to prevent 
that Houfes's Inquiry afterwards into tl1e Mc::~furcs that 
had been purfued, when the Treaties tlut had been en-
tered into fhould be laid before them : On the contrary • 
if upon fuch an Inquiry it fuould be found, that any of the 
Negotiations had been carried on, or any of the Treaties 
concluded, contrary to the Honour or lntere11 of the Nation, 
they were then to prefume, that his Majeily had been im-
pofed on, and thereby induced to make fuch a Speech to 
them ; and by fuch an Impofition, thofe who had advifed the 
carrying on {uch Negotiation, or the concluding of fuch 
Treaties, would accumulate Guilt upon themidves, and 
would heap Coals of Fire upon their own Heads ; for in fuch 
a Cafe, that Houfe was not only to punifh fuch evil Coun-
fellors for Meafures fo weak or fo wicked ; but alto to puni!h 
them for impofmg upon his Majefry, and advifing him to 
make fuch a Speech from the Throne :That generally, upon 
the Opening of a Seffion of Parliament, the Eyes of all 
Europe were turned towards Great Brit .in; and from their 
1irft Refolves, all the Neighbouring Powers were to jlldge ut· 
the Unanimity which was to enfue between his Majefty and 
his Parliament : That if they at firJt appeared to be in the 
Jeaft diffident or jealous of his Majdry's Condua, it would 
weaken his Influence upon the Councils of foreign Courts ; 
and thereby they might put it out of his Power· to rct1ify 
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Anno~- Geo.ll. a falfe Step, if any had been made by his Minifters, and thi.1 
~ he was perfuaded no Man would incline to do, who was a 

Friend either to his King or his Country, for the fake of any 
private Pique he might have to any of his Majefry's Minifi:ers: 
7hat for thefe and many other Reafons, he was for agree
_ing to the Addrefs in the Terms firft moved for. 

Mr H. Walpole. He was fupported by Mr Horatio Walpole, wholpoke next. 
Mr Speaker, 

" The honourable Gentleman upon the Floor [ Mr W. Pul
teney] faid, that he was afraid leit the noble Lord, who firft mov.
ed for an Addrefs, might have fome Weight with his Friends. 
I do not know, Sir, but that it may be fo; I do not know but 
he may have Weight with fame of thofe, whom that Gentle
man now looks upon as his Friends ; but I am perfuaded, that 
nothing that he has faid, in oppofition to the Motion made 
by the other, will tend to diminifh that Weight which he is 
afraid of. As to the Haufe's agreeing to the Motion for 
prefenting an Addreis to his Majeily, and in the Terms pro
pofed by the noble Lord who made the Motion, I need not, 
Sir, fay any Thing to it; that Affair has been fo fully ex
plain'd, and the Reafonablenefs of it fo dearly demonfirated 
by the Gentlemen who have fpoke upon that Side of the 
~eftion, that I· have nothing to add : But fince the Gentle
men, who have fpoke on the other Side, have entered into 
an Examination of the Meafures that have been purfued, I 
hope the Houfe will pardon me if I depart a little from the· 
Subject of the prefent Debate, in order to anfwer fame of the 
Objections that have been made to our late Conduct. 

'It has been faid, Sir, that there was a Time, fome Years 
ago, when the fame Thing might have been done that is now 
done, by which a great deal of Money might have been 
faved to the Nation. I with, Sir, the Gentleman, who faid 
fo, had told us what particular Time he meant: I know that 
the entering into the Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sana.ion . 
was propofed to us fome Years ago; but, Sir, I know that 
it was then propofed in· fuch dogmatick and pofitive Terms, 
th:.1t ir was inconftftent with the Honour of hisMajefty, and of 
this Nation, to give the leaft Ear to a Propofal, which was 
made rather in the Terms of a peremptory Demand, and 
without offering the leafi Confideration to this Nation, for 
our agreeing to enter into fuch a Guaranty : Befides, Sir, 
there was at that Time good Reafon to fear that Don Carlos 
was 6e Perfon, upon whom the Imperial Court had fixed 
their Eye, as a Succeffor to his ImperjaJ Majefty ; and I am 
fure it was againfl: the Intereft of this Nation, to contribute 
to the e!labli1l1ing of a Perfon in the full and fole Poffeffion 
CJf all the Au1lrian Dominions, who was by the Q!Jadruple 
Alliance to have fLlch large Dominions of his own in Italy, 
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and had by his Birth fo near a Pro(pe8: to the Crown of Anno ~ · Ceo. n. 
Spain, and at that Tin;te alfo a very near ~rofpea to the ~ 
Crown of France. Th1s Guaranty was agam offered at the · 
Time when the Treaty of Seville was in Agitation ; but 
then again it was rejeCted, becaufe it was well known. that 
the Propofal was made at that Time only with a view to 
difturb the Negotiations then carrying on, and which were 
fo happily ended by the Conclufion of the Treaty of Seville ; 
fo that at that Time no Tre:1ty could be enrered into by 
us with the Imperial Court, either about the Guaranty of the 
Pragrnatick Sanction or any Thing e)fe, nor at any Time 
till they came to be a liale more reafonable in their Pro· 
pofa]s ; and as foon as that Time came, we embraced the 
Opportunity, and our Negotiations· had then all wifh'd for 
Succefs. 

' Nor can it be faid, Sir, that we have entered into that 
Guaranty too foon ; it was our own Intereft to enter into it 
as foon as poffible, becaufe the preferving of the Imperial 
Dominions entire is neceffary for preferving the Balance of 
Power in Europe : If we had delayed entering into that 
Guaranty till his Imperial Majefty's Deatht it would then 
have been too late ; Europe would have been in Flame~, :end 
the Auftrian Dominions divided before we could have done 
any Thing. Thtre may be Civil Broils in Germany upon 
the Emperor's Death 'without Male Heirs, happen when it 
will, but furely the bell: Way of preventing it, is to have the 
Affair fully fettled, and that Settlement ftrongly guaranty"d 
before the Accident happens ; thofe who pretend to any 
Share will then be cautious, and will not be ready to enter 
into any violent Meafures: And I muft fay, Sir, that if the 
Imperial Family were in any danger of being ruined or fwa1-
Jowed up by any neighbouring Power, we nmil engage in the 
Refcue, let our Circumftances be at that Time what they 
will; for if fuch a Ruin fhould happen, our own would not 
be a great Way off: This Guaranty we ought, perhaps, to 
have gone into fooner, becaufe of the fatal Confequences that 
might have enfued, if his Imperial Majeily had dropt off in 
the mean Time; but we could not agree to it' 'till the 
Imperial Court agreed to give Satisfaftion to Spain, with' 
refpetl: to the Dominions provided· for Don Carlos in Italy 
by the ~adruple Alliance; to the Dutch with ref pea to the 
particular Difputes between the Empire and them ; and t() 
the Dutch and us with refpe8: to the Ofiend Company ; and 
all thefe his Majefty; by his wife and fi:eady Meafures, has at 
}aft procured. 

« .Sir, I fay fieady Mea(ures, :and I believe it will appear· 
that our Meafures have been as fteady and uniform, as thofe 
~f any Court in Europe : Our Aim was to prefeJiTe ouT own 
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An~!i~~:.· tL Dominions Abroad again~ tQ.e Ddign laid for Vll'e~ng th~ 
~ from us ; to preferve our Trade againil the l;ncroach~nt 

made upon it by the fetting up of the 01J:end Company ; and 
t~ preferve the Balance of Power in Europe againil: any pre
fent or future Anempts for overturning it, in order ther~hy: 
to eftabliili, as f~r as is confi1lent with h~fUan Prudence, the 
gel)eral Trapquility of Europe. This Aim was moft iteadily 
pt.JrftJe~ through*e varipus Shapes, which the Affairs of 
Eprope have t'l-4en within a few Y ~ars _pail, a1~d is now at 
Jail, in all human Appearance, moll: happily accompliihed; but 
it was nece~try to e~lahliih the prefent Tranq_uility of 
Europe, bcfqre we could think of the future: We were en
g~g~d, by the O!!~P ~~plc {\lli:p~ce, to fee the Infaqt Don Car
los .fettled in the Succeffion of the Du.:hies of T!Jfcany, 
Parma, and Placentia ; Spain could not be eafy,. nor cOJl}<i 
we exp~a allY fincere FriendJhip \\\it~ them, till ~a.t was fully 
aqd ~omplcatly 'TffeEtuated ; nor ,could either the ])_qtch or 
we be eafy till we faw the Oi~en~ Cqqtpa:ny abfolutely qe
JllQlifu.ed ; and as foon as \Ve got the prefe~t Tranquility let
tied by the Imperial Court's agr~jng to thefe two tpapt 
Pain~~ then we began to think of the fut!lr~ 'frarquilitr. of 
:E1urope; and in order to ~ilablifh that upo~ as folid a ~oqn
dation as the Nature of the Cafe will ~l;Ji~ qf, we 4a:~e 
aireed tp the (;paranty of the Pragma.t\~k Sanetio~. 

' !n all thefe T~nfft~Ons, the tru~ )n~r~ft of this N~tj9n 
.has been mofl: !hicUy purfued, all4 _never '?nee depp.rt~d 
from : The Intere~.of .th~ Nation is conn~cted with t~ $
neral IIltereft of l;llrqpe in preferving the .&alanc~ of ~Po\Yer; 
aod tht;refore it is the lntere~l of this Nation, as well ~s qf 
aim9tl eyery one of the other Nati~ns -qf ~urppe, t~ prefqve 
t~e :Qamimons of ~he 4yih:iap Family eutire ~d undivided: 
I am fure no ~an ,vill fay but that ~t is the -lntereft of thij; 
Nation, th~t the Duchies of Tufcany, P~qn~, fl.lld Placen
tia fhould never b~ in the PoffeHion 9f Gt:TIJlfl:ny, Fran~ or 
~pain. It is very plain. that it is t~e ~nt~r.eft of this Nation 
to have the Ea~-I~~ia Trade from Oi~eqd ,qemoli!hed; and 
it is as evideut that t~is N~ion is Mr~~c~}ady inter~~ed 
i~ the P.referv:i~g of Gi_!ir~ltrr apd fo~t-~rll~p, and iit ~he:: 
fame Tune in !=ultiva~ing il gqosl friendfhip !~Pd C~refpon
dence with Sl)1i,.p. ~ ~1 ~~efe Cafes t.fle . In~reft of this 
Nation is certain,1y IJlOft p:1r.ticulariy .~oncer~d, and in ev_ery 
one of thefe Points we have obt.:~,ined .all that we· could ex
pea or cefire ; ana all this ~~tAq~t. ~ny lllC~ Compl~~~ 
l!Pon our part, or givit:Jg up a:py TJ;¥n.g t},lat we were before 
intitled unto; upo11 the contrary, whenever any Scheme wa~ 
offered by aRy of our Allies, which had the leaft Appearai'I.ce 
C)f being againft the Honour or Intereii: of this N;uio.n, any 
fiort of Concurrence was abfoll.ltely refl.l~ed, a~d theret.lpqt~ 
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~11 fucJt'SQ~tm.es have been dropt: How-then tan it be faid, ~n~7~·~~~· n; 
t}lat neith~r the Honour nor Intereft of this Nation has~ 
Q<:en re~rcled in our Negotiations with our Neighbours a-
broad, or tb.at we ·have complied with every one in theirTum? 

~ In all t,his Courfe of NegQtiati.on, there have l;>een many 
jarrjng lnterefts to be reconciled, :qld D)any Difficulties to 
be furmoqnted, all which b..is Majefty has, by his Wifdom 
~nd good ConduCt, got over ; nor is there the leaft Reafon to 
(ufpea that, in any one Meafure, ~he publick F.aith has been 
violated, nor has any Power or Pf)tentate any Ground for 
{uch a CQmplaint; nay, there is not one that does fo much 
as pretend to it. The only View that F ranee had, or at 
leaft owned, was to.preferve the Tranquility, and to ·fee the 
Terms of the ~adruple Alliance complied with : ;lf thefe 
two Points were brought to a happy Hfue, it was all that 
the French had to, dema:o.d ; and as both are .fuily Clccom
plifhed by the Treaty of Vienna, the French Court have no 
:Reafon to complain, fo far otherways, that they have !:le
clared they are fully . fatisfied : And as tfQr our talcipg an 
Alarm at the March of fome of their Troops towards the 
Coafts of France, which lie oppofite to England, it did not 
)?roceed from ally Jealoufy that fubftfts between the two Na
t-ions, but only from that prudent Jealoufy which evezy Na· 
tioP. ought to have of all its Neighbours, io far as to be al
ways upon its Guard againft every one of them ; JJpon that 
O<;cafton the French were as much alarm'd upon our m;lrch
ing Troops down towards our Coafis next to them, as we 
were upon the marching of theirs. 

~ As in all Treaties there are fome Points left to he deter• 
mined afterward~ according to the ·Plan then laid down ; fo, 
Sir, by the Treaty of Seville the Sparciards are to make full 
SatisfaClion and Reparation for the Lo:(fes which our Mercllants 
have fuftained by any unjuft Seizures; but as the ~a~ttum 
of that Lofs could not then be determined, nor could it then 
be detennined what Seizures were lawful and wl~at pot, there• 
fOre .it was abfol1.1tely neceifary t<> ,}eave that Affair to be 
inquired into and determined by.ColtlmHfaries routually ap .. 
pointed ; .and ,we have all the Reafon in the World to e.xpett, 
that we fhall at laft meet with a full Satisfaction in. that Affair; 
though .it has :been hl$erto retarded by the Negociatjons 
about publick Affairs of greater MQment~ which have occur .. 
red :fince the Conclu.fion of that Treaty. In all human Af
.fuirs, it is fometime:S necefi"ary to have Patience, and to wait 
the Courfe of Things; Nations muft not, upon every Httle 
Delay, or upon every trifling Difpute, come to an open R up• 
turc, and involve themfdves and their Neighbours in W~tr 
and Bloodfhed for Things, which with a little Patience might 
have been eafily adjufted. 
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AnM s. eeo. n. I lhould not, Sir, have troubled the Hou(e any farther I 
~ but that fince Comparifons have been going round, I hope I 

may have leave to make one in my Turn ; and I muft fay, 
that our late Affairs very much refemble a Set of honeft 
quiet Country People got into a Country Dance, who went 
through their Dance with a great deal of Eafe and Alacrity, 
~till a turbulent noify Fellow came in among them, who im~ 
mediately forced himfelf into the Dance, and made fuch a 
Noife, that fuch a one was out, and fuch a one not right, 
f uch a Step out of Tune, and fuch a Tum not according tD 
Rule, that they could not go on with their Dance ; but at 
Jail they refolved to turn this troublefome Fellow out of 
Company, and then they all went an eatily and quietly as 
they had done before. · · 

An Addrefs re• 
folv'd on. 

Tbe Addre!i. 

At laft the ~eftion was put upon the Lord Hervey's Mo. 
tion, which was carried in the Affirmative without any Di· 
vifion ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up an Ad~ 
drefs accordingly, which is aa follows: 

l\1oft gracious Sovereign, ' w E your Majefty's moft loyal and dutiful Subje&,. 
' the Com.mons of Great-Britain in Parliament af-· 
' fern bled, beg Leave to return your Majefty our moft humble 
• Thanks for your moft gracious Speech from the" Throne. 

' It is the higheft SatisfaClion to yonr faithful Commons~ 
' to fee the general Tranquility of Europe reftored and re
' eftabli£hed by your Majefty's Credit and Influence, which. 
' refleCts the greateft Glory to the Britiili Crown, and of 
' Confeqnence to the Britifh Nation ; the Honour and In
~ tereft of which are always infeparable. 

c We are fully perfuaded, that the Treaties your Majefty 
' has enter'd into, were made with no other View, than to 
c preferve the Balance of Power in Europe, and fecure the 
"' Pofi'e«ions of the Crown of Great·Britain, and all the 
' Rights and Privileges we are intitled to ; and we acknow-
1 ledge with Gratitude your Majefty's Wifdom and Good .. 
' nefs, in procuring for us all thefe Advantages, without the 
' Expence and Hazards of a War. 

' We are very fenfible of the many Difficulties, which your 
' Majefty labour'd under, in bringing this great and glorious 
' Work to fo happy a Condufion. The many Obfta.cles 
' arifing from various Pretenftons and Jealoufies during the 
' Courfe of thefe Tranfatliom, unfurmountable as they have 
~ been thought, are by your Majefty's Steadinefs and Pru., 
' dence entirely removed; and at a Time, when a Wall 
' feemed unavoidable, the Settlement of the Succeffion of 
' ,Pon Carl!ils to tile States of Tufc.any and Panna has been 
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• peaceably accomplifhed, and the general Tranquility .of Anno g. ceo. 11 
• Europe preferved by the Weight and Credit of your Maje-~ 
~~~ fty's Negociations. 

' Thus has your Majefty extricated not only this Natiort1 
11 but all Europe out of the uncertain State for many 
' Years laboured under~ and that by Means moft honourable 
11 to your Majefiy, confiftent with all former Engagements., 
' and without the leaft Injury to any Prince or Power in 
"Europe. 

• And we humbly aifure your Majefiy, that having the 
11 trueft Senfe of the many Bleffings we have enjoyed during 
" the Courfe of your Majefty's Reign, and how much our 
11 prefent Happinefs is owing to your paternal Love and Care 

11 for your People, we will with the greateft Chearfu]nefs 
11 grant the neceffary Supplies for the current Service of the 
11 Year ; and your Majefl:y will always lind fuch Returns of 
" Duty and Gratitude from us, as the beft of Kings may 
" expea: from the moft loyal SubjeCts, fully convinced that 
11 the only End of your Majefty's aufpicious Government, is 
c the Protection and Profperity of your People.' 

To this Addrefs his Majefty gave the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
•~ I Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- Th~ tcing'• """ 
u drefs. I make no Doubt of the Continuance of your fwer thcro;to, 
11

' Duty, AH'eClion and Confidence in me ; and you will al-
"' ways find that all my Views tend to.. the Honour, lntereft, 
~' and Security of my Crown and People., 

january 1 S. The Houfe of Commons refolv'd to grant a A supply votG!f. 

Supply to his Majefty, and the ufual Eftimates were laid 
before them. 

Jan. 2 5. Mr Sandys prefented to the Houfe a Bill, for Th~ Pen~on-BiU 
making more e1fe8:ual the Laws in Being for difabling Per- brou~:ht lll. 

fons from being chofen Mem hers of, or fitting or voting in 
the Houfe of Commons, who have any Penfion during Plea-
fure, or for any Number of Years, or any Offices held in 
Truft for them ; which was received and read a iirft Time, 
and ordered to be read a fecond Time. 

Jan. z6. The Commons being in a Grand Committee on Debate on the 

the Supply, Sir * William Strickland mov'd, ' That the ~~~!'::of' L<nd· 

Number of effective Men, for Guards and Garrifons in Great- sir w. stdcwll. 

Britain, and for Guernfey and J erfey for the Year I 7 3 2, 

iliould be~ including 1 8 I 5 Invalids, and 55 5 Men which 
the 

• Appointed Secretary at War, M.:ry 8, 1730, in the 7'00m of the HflW. 
JUt.,y Ptlh4m, tbm molde Paymt#fter-GetiU'Ri oj his ~idiJ's F9r<ej, 
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Anno~· Q!o. IL the fix Independent Companies conlift o( for ethe Service of 
~ the Highlands, 17,709 Men, Commiffion and Non-Commit~ 

fion Officers included. In Support of this Motion he endea:. 
voured to fuew, ' That though the publick Tranquility was 
happily and fully eftablifhed, yet it was neceffil.ry for us to 
keep up at leaft the N lilmber of Troops he had propole<f, 
till we fhould· fee how thofe Meafures, by which the Publick 
Tranquility had· been eftabliihed, fhould be approved of by 
the other Powers of Europe, who had not then declared their 
Sentiments upon that Subjea., 

Lord ~rpeth. Hereupon Lord Morpeth fiood up, and having fhewed 
how dangerous it was to the Liberties of this Nation, to keep 
up a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace; his Lord.:. 
ihip moved ' That the Number fhould be reduced to 12,000 

MrWatk.in WI!- dfetl:ivc Men; and was back'd by Mr Watkin Williams 
Iiams Wynne. Wynne: But they were oppos'd by the Lord Hervey, wluJ 

I.ord H~:rvey. fpokc next as followsJ 
Sir, 

Though the Peace and Tranquility of this Nation, both 
abroad and at home, be now by his Majefty's wife Condua: 
eftablifhed, in all Probability, upon a firm and lafting Foun
dation, yet a wife People ought always to be upon their 
Guard againft the worft that may happen. The Publick 
OEiet both abroad and at home depends upon the Views and 
Indinations of Men; and we know by Experience, that no
thing is more fickle and variable ; we ought not therefore 
to do ·any Thing that may turn the Inclinations of our Ene
mies towards diiturbing us, or that may give them any Views 
of Succefs in any fuch Attempts; the only Method to pre
vent the having any fuch Inclinations, or conceiving any 
fitch Hopes, is to keep up a good Army of regular Forces. 
The Number moved for, is, in my Opinion, the leafr that 
can be thought of by any Man, who has a true Regard for 
the ~iet and Profperity of this Nation, and for the Prefer
vation of the Proteftant Succeffion in his Majefty's moft illuf
trious Family. 

Every Man knows, Sir, and every Man ought to reflea 
upon it with Concern, that we never did yet reduce our 
Army, but that Redutl:ion was the Occa:lion of fome Plot 
or Machination againft us: Did not the fman Number 
of our Forces, iri the Beginning of his late Majefty's Reign, 
fpirit up and encourage chat wicked and unnatural Rebellion 
that \Vas raifed againfi him ? After that Infurrection was hap
pily quelled, we made a Redultion of the Army, what were 
the Confequences ? The Army was no fconer reduced, but 
our Enemies began to think of raking Advantage of it; we 
were not only threatned with a new Infurretl.ion at home,. 
but likewife with an Im-~fion from Spain. [Sre rot. I. p. 374·] 

. By 
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By-goocl Management and good Luck, their Attempts were Anno s. Geo. u. 
fruftrated, their Hopes were rendered abortive; and when ~ 
we found ourfelves quiet and eafy, we again reduced our -
Army. This ReduCl:ion revived again the Hopes of our 
Enemies, they began again to plot and to cabal againil us, 
under the Management, and by the Advice of the late Bi· 
fhop of Rochefter ; [See Yo/. I. p. 30 I. J but their Schemes 
were defeated by a timely and fea{onable Difcovery, and the 
wicked Authors fuffered the moil: moderate Puniibment that 
the J ufiice of the Nation could infliR 

' Though every Thing be at prefent quiet and eafy, yet we 
rnnfl: no: imagine that we have no Enemies, or that they 
have loft their former w~tchfulnefs ; as long as we have a 
good and brave Army for our Support~ they know they dare 
not break out into any open A& of Violence: But the 
many fcandalous and feditious Libels that are every Day 
publitbed againfl: the Government, and the many Scribblers 
that are employ'd to vilify and afperfe his Majefty an~ his 
Adminftration, and to fow Difa.ffetHon and Difcontcnt a· 
mong the People, is an evident Sign that we have as yet 
many Enemies, even within our Bofom, who would probably 
think of making ufe of other Weapons than the' Pen, if we 
fhould be fo unwife as to afford them the leaft Hopes of 
Succefs, by making a great Redutlion in our Army ; and 
therefore I am for continuing the Army, for this Year at 
leaft, upon the Footing that was firft propofed. 

Lord Hervey having done fpeaking, Mr \\7a1ter Plomer MrWalt.Plomcr. 

replied, ' That the moil: weighty Argument made ufe of by 
the noble Lord, feem'd to be, that there was a great Num-
ber of Scribblers employ'd to write againft the Government; 

• but for his part, he could not fee why that was a fufficient 
Reafon for keeping up a Standing Army of Soldiers. If 
Scribbling gave the Government any Uneafinefs, or made 
them dream of Danger, he thought the be!l Way would be 
to employ an Army of Scribblers to defend them, for he 
did not doubt but a fufficient Number of· fuch might be 
found, who would lift upon that Side where they expeCted 
they could make the moil: Advantage. 

Sir • William Y onge then fpoke as follows, Sir w. \"onge. 
Mr Speaker, 

' The OEeftion now before us is not any wny relating 
to the Prefervation or the Lofs of our Liberties ; we are 
not to fuppofe, we cannot fuppofc, that his Majefty is to 
employ the Forces we are to keep on foot in any illegal 
Way ; or that ·he is to make ufe of them, or of any other 

Vor.. II. 0 Means 

• .Appointd a Lord af the Ti·eaf~wy, May 8, 17 30, in tbf room of 
Sit Ch:4rles 'turrll:l', nuuk " Tt:ller of Lk~ Etfil)elj,Hrt. 
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An•o S· r..eo, n. Means to encroach upon the Liberties of our Country. We 
~ have had fuflicient Experience of his Majefty's Wifdom and 

Goodnefs not to entertain the leaft Sufpicion of any fuch 
Defign J all that ]lis Majefty wants is, that we will take a 
Care to keep up a Parliamentary Force. fufficient for enab
ling him to repel any Attack that may be made upon our 
Country, or upon our Conftitution. His Majefty denres no
thing but what may be neceffary for preferving us in the 
happy and quiet State in which we are at prefent, and for 
continuing and protefling the free Enjoyment of thofe Li
berties and Privileges for which he has always 1hewn fo great 
a Regard. While this is the U fe that is to be made of our 
Standing-Army, I cannot think that the Number propofed is 
at all too large, and if any o~her Ufe were to be made of 
them, I hope, I fhould be as ready as any Man in this Houfe 
to oppofe any fuch Meafures ; but as long as the Continu
ance of the Army depends upon the Refolutions of Parlia
ment from Year to Year, there is, I think, no Danger of 
any fuch Meafures being entered upon, or ever fo much ·as 
thought of; the Parliament will always have it in their 
Power to put a Stop to fuch Meafures in their Infancy, and 
long before they can be made effeCtual, or fo much as brought 
to any Maturity; and I hope it never will be imagined, 
that the Parliament will join in any Meafures for enflaving 
the People. 

' The prefent Q.!!eftion is not, whether we fhall eftablifh a 
Standing Army to continue for ever, or for any Term of 
Years? It is only about continuing the Number now pro
pofed for one Year longer, till we fee how the Treaties we 
have lately made are relilb.ed by fome foreign Powers: If 
they fhould happen not to approve of the Meafures we have 
taken for eftabliJhlng the general Good and Tranquility of 
Europe, our keeping up of our Standing Army will prevent 
them from taking any Meafures for difturbing that Peace 
and Tranquility fo lately fettled and efiablifh.ed; as long as 
they .find that we are in a Capacity to compel their Confent .. 
they will at leaft dilfemble and conceal their Diilike. If at 
the Expiration of the cnfuing Year we find, that all the 
other Powers of Europe are quiet and eafy; if we then .find 
that they are willing to reft fatisfied with thofe Meafures 
which have been agreed upon, we may then leifen the Num
ber of our Forces if we think fit, and one Year's Expence 
of maintaining 5 or 6ooo Men, is but a Trifle in compari
fon with the LotS this Nation may fuftain, by expofing Eu
rope and itfelf to the Da~~ger of a new War. 

' It is well known, Sir, how fatal it was to Europe, how 
fatal it was to this Nation in particular, the Difbanding of our 
Army af,er the Peate of Ryfwick.; King William had too 

much 
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much Wifdom and Penetration not to forefee the Confe- Anno ~- Ceo. n. 
quences of fo wrong a Step, and therefore he oppofed it with ~ 
all his Might ; but his well founded Reafons could not pre-
vail againft the Spirit of that Faaion and Party, which was 
fo troublefome to him during his whole Reign, and pre-
vented this Nation's reaping all thofe Advantages it might 
have done from his prudent Adminiftration. After this mif-
<:hievous Refolution was carried againft him, and the brave 
Army, which he had been at fo much Pains to difcipline and 
train up, was in Purfuance thereof difbanded, he faw him-
felf in no Condition to oppofe or prevent the French King•s 
taking Pofi'effion of the whole Kingdom of Spain, upon the 
Demife of the then King, who was even at that Time info 
lingering a Condition, that his Death was every Day ex-
petted, wliich made the Refolution for dilbanding our Army 
at fo critical a J unaure the more ridiculous ; therefore King 
William found himfelf under a Sort of Neceffity of entering 
into the Partition Treaty, which was afterwards fo much 
cenfured in this Houfe, and was certainly a Treaty that he 
never would have agreed to, but only that he thought it 
was-neceffiuy to give the French a fmall Part of the SpanHh 
Dominions, in order to prevent their getting hold of the 
Whole. 

' We have feen, Sir, the good EffeCts of agreeing with his 
Majefty in the Meafures he propofed for bringing about the 
Re-eftablilhment of the Peace and Tranquility of Europe ; I 
am. perfuaded, that the Continuing of the Heffian Troops in 
our Pay was one of the principal Caufes of the Succefs of 
his Majefty~s Negoti~oru, and I think the Event has juf
tified me and every one who agreed with his Majefty in that 
Meafure ; as I was then of Opinion, that the Continuing of 
the Hefi"tan Troops in our Pay was abfolutely neceffary for 
bringing about thofe good ·Ends which have been thereby 
effetl:uated, fo now I am of Opinion, that the keeping up 
the Number of our own Forces propofed, is a Meafure that 
is abfolutely neceffary for preferving that Tranquility which 
is but juft eftablifhed. 

' But if there were no Fears from abroad, if there were 
no Danger of any Foreign Powers attempting to difturb the 
Tranquility of Europe, yet the Prefervation even of oar 
own Liberties, and of the Proteftant Succeffion, make it ne· 
ceffary to continue the whole Number propi>fed of our own 
Troops in our Pay ; for though I am very far from think
ing, that the Generality, or that the greate11: Part of the 
People are difaffeaed, becaufe I always reckon that the Af
fetHon of the People is to be meafured by the Affeaion of 
their Reprefentatives in ParliiUllent; yet I am forry to f.'ly, 
that there a frill a Spirit of Jacobitifm in the Country ; 

0 ~ though 
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Anno!· Gc:o. u. though it be at prefent dormant, it is not quite extinguilhed, 
~ as may appear from the Treatment lately given to a Petition 

for ereCting the Statue of King William *, that great King, 
who had delivered us from fo many Evils, and who had pre· 
vented our falling into the moft abject Slavery that ever a 
People were brought into ; yet a Petition tor ereCting a. 
Statue in Memory of this glorious King met with fuch Con
tempt, as could not be given by any but thofe who are 
moft enthufiaftically led by that evil Spirit; and while there 
_are any great Remains of that Spirit in the Country, the 
Government neve:r can be fafe, nor can the Peace or ~iet 
of the Nation be fecured, without keeping up fuch a N um
ber of regular Forces as may deprive fuch People of all 
Hopes of Succefs. For which Reafons, Sir, I £hall give 
my Vote for keeping up the Number of Forces propofed. 

SirW. Wyndham, Then Sir William Wyndham fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 

' It has always been looked on as contrary to the Confti
tution, and inconfitlent with the Liberties of this Country, 
to keep up a Standing Army in Time of Peace. This is 
a Maxim that has been handed down to us frolij. our Fore
fathers, and is certainly as true a Maxim as any that ever 
was, or ever can be laid down, for the Prefervation of our 
happy Confiitution. His Majefty has been moft gracioufiy 
pleafed to affure us from the Throne," That the Expeclations 
4

& he had given us, from Time to Time, of feeing the general 
~~ Tranquility ofEuropereftoredand eftablifhed, are now fully 
" anfwer'd." What have we more to expect? do we hope 
ever to fee a Time when all the Powers of Europe will be, 
even to outward Appearance, fo fully fatisfied and pleafed 
that no Jealoufies nor private Animofities do feem to remain? 
'The Hope is vain, the Thing is impofiible, for thofe very 
Meafures which make one eafy will always give fame Ap· 
pearance of Difquiet to another ; befides, the Ambition of 
Princes is fuch, that no general SatisfaCtion can be expeCled, 
nor can a profound Tranquility be hoped for, to remain for 
any Ti~e without fome Difturbance. Either now is a pro
per Time for us to reduce a Part of our Army, or fuch a 
'Time will never happen; and this Nation muft always be 
obliged to be at the Expence of maintaining a numerous 
regular Army, and lie expofed to have its Liberties and Pri-

vileges 

t1' The olJ Conduit i11 Cheapfi~e, LonJo~,. be :.OJ o,·Jer' tl to be pull'4 dt.~:·1:, 
tl) make tbat Street mo1·e commodio!<S, a PetlttotJ w ... "~ p·efented to the (C;n"lir:ii
CoM11Cil by fame Citiuns, defiring Le.A'IJi: td ereEf a Statue of l~in){ Wllli.Am i1J 
tb:: jal'lie Place, at their rrwn fole Exp1>11ce, which was refus'd: .Aod upn~J 
thi.< Ow.rfion, otle of tke Commnn-Cou11Cil made Vfe of this rem~rbble l::x
P''e.J]iofz, -d;t. That to confent to fuch a Rc<J,ueft wo1.1ld be only rc .. 
u10v i ng one Nllilii.nce tQ fet up another. 
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vileges trampled upon by the means of that Army, whene,·cr Anno ~· r..eo.l\. 

we fhall have a King weak or ambitious enough, or a Mini- ~~..:.:.:......__ 
firy wicked ~nough, to engage in fuch .Meafures. -- .v --
~A much lefs Number, than we have at prcfent, have been 

found fufficient to guard us both againft lnvafions from Abroad, 
and InfurreCl:ions at Home, even in the Time of open War : 
During the whole Courte of the long Wars, we had in the 
Reigns both of King William and ~een Anne, a Body of 6ooo 
or 7000 Men was thought all that was rcquifi.te to be h~·t 
in this Nation, for guarding us againfl: all the Atren~pts of our 
Enemies foreign or domeftick ; and this fmall Body ofMcn. 
with the Affeflions of the People, appeared to be fo fufficicnt 
for the Purpofe defigned, that the United Powers of f ranee 
and Spain never durft venture to make an lnvafion upon u<; ; 
nay, they never fo much as attempted it but once, and then 
they did it in fuch 'a faint Manner as iliewed they were afraid 
of the Succefs of what they were going about : Yet every one 
knows what an Advantage it would have then been to the 
French Caufe, if they could have made a Diverfion, by landing 
a Body of Troops in this Inand. 

' After the Peace of Ryfwick the Parliament was then fo 
jealous of their Liberties, and fo much afraid of introducing 
the dangerous Cuil:om of keeping up a Standing Army in 
time of Peace, that they got the Army disbanded immeJ lately 
after the Peace was concluded, and they certain1y did Hight 
in doing fo. There were no fatal Confequences from thence 
enfued, nor could the Difuanding of our Army give the leaf~ 
Occafion to the Partition. Treaty : Sp:::.in was then in a Man
ner our own, they were upon our Side, and were heartily 
engaged, or would hwe engaged, in any tolerable Meatures 
for preventing the French King's taking Poffefiion of all, or 
of any Part of their Territories; but by that pernicious 
Treaty, which was even before the Condufion of it, and 
before the fatal EffeCts it produced were felt, ftrenuoufly op
pofed by fame of our own Minifiers, and was afterwards to 
juftly cenfured in Parliament, the Spaniards were forced to 
throw themfelves into the Arms of France ; they were oblig
ed to accept of the ProteCtion of France, in order to pre
vent their Monarchy from being rent and torn to Pieces, in 
purfuance of that ridiculous Scheme agreed upon by the 
Treaty of Partition. Yet, notwithilanding this falfe Step by 
which we loft the whole :rvlonarchy of Spain, we loft no
thing by having difbanded .our Army ; lor immediately upon 
the War"s breaking out afrdh, we, in ConjunU:ion vvith our 
Allies, not only raifed fuch an Army as would have been 
fu.fficient to have defended Spain, but was founJ to be an 
Over-Match for the joint Powers of France and Spain. affiflcd 
by their new Ally the D"'ke of Bavouia, whom we had li~e~ 
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AMo s. Ceo. n. wife difobliged, and thrown into the Scale againft us by 
~ the Second Partition-Treaty. And confidering the great 
· -- · Succefs of our Arms in this I aft War, and the fmall N um-

ber of regular Forces we had in Pay before it broke out, 
I think we may from thence moil certainly condude, that 
there never can be any Neceffity, or really fo much as a Pre
tence, for keeping up fuch a numerous Standing-Army in 
time of Peace, as we have at prefent in the Hland of Great 
:Britain alone. 

'Sir, The brave and bold Spirit which the Britifu Subje& 
naturally have is well known; our Enemies have often felt 
it to their Coft; I hope_the fame Spirit ftill remains, I hope we 
have Men enough in Britain who have Refolution to defund 
themfelves againft any Invafion whatever, though there were 
not fo much as one Red-Coat in the whole Kingdom. It is 
upon the Bravery of our Subjects, upon the natural Courage 
of our Men, that we ought principally to depend for the Pro
tetl:ion and Safety of our Country againft a Foreign Enemy : 
Ey trufting to this we have continued for many Years to be 
a happy and free People, and as foon as we begin to put our 
Truft in any thing elfe, our Happinefs and our Liberty will 
be at an End, and a State of Mifery and Slavery muft foon 
after enfue. 

« As to the DifafFeaion that is pretended to be in the Country, 
it is nothing but a Pretence, and it will always be a Pre
tence ; I hope, Sir, it is fo inconfiderable, that our ordinary 
Civil Officers are fufticient to feize, and our common Goals 
capable to hold all the DifaffeCled in the Kingdom : But I 
muft fay that the Continuing of a Standing-Army, even from 
Year to Year, will certainly make the Difaffeaion increafe, 
and will make it fpread through all Parts of the Kingdom ; the 
People never can be eafy under the Load of Taxes and the 
many Oppreffions, which always are, and always muft be, the 
Confequences of keeping up a numerous Standing-Army in 
any Country. Oar People are naturally jealous of their Li
berties ; the Continuing of the Army thus from Year to Year 
will make them conclude, that they are never to be relieved 
therefrom by Parliament ; this may make them defpair of 
preferving their Liberty hy any peaceable Method, and may 
make them engage againft one another in a cruel Civil War, 
forthe Prefervation ofthofe Liberties which they judge to be 
in imminent Danger: Thefe may be the Confequences, but 
woe to thofe Men who advife fuch Meafures as may produce 
fuch fatal Effe& f I wifh that neither God nor Man may ever 
pardon the Authors of fo much Mifery f 

' We have heard much, Sir, of the Difrinaion between ·a 
Standing Army, and a Parliamentary Army ; for my part, I 
tan fee no Difference ; a StandiDg .. Army is a Standing 

Army 
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Army, let it be authorized by Parliament or not; the People 
may meet with the fame Oppreffions from both, and both 
muft be maintained at the People's Expence. I join with 
the worthy Member, who fpoke laft, in Opinion, that the Af-
fections of the People ought to be meafured by the Affefti .. 
ons of their Reprefentatives in Parliament; it has always been 
fo hitherto; the Subjetl:s, when they fufpetl:ed that the Crown 
was making any Incroachments upon their Liberties, al-
ways pleafed themfelves with the Thoughts that they would 
find a fure Redrefs from their Reprefentatives afi"elllbled in 
Parliament ,; upon them they always depend for a certain 
Remedy for all their real or even imaginary Wrongs ; but if 
this Houfe 1ball thus from Year to Year agree to the Con-
tinuance of a Standing-Army, I am afraid this will no longer 
continue to be a Rule for meafuring the Peoples AffeCl:ions : 
The People will begin to look upon Us not as their Repre
fentatives, or as the Guardians of their Liberties, but as the 
infignificant Tools of a Court, and the hireling Supporters 
of an Adminiftration.' 

To this Mr Henry Pelham replied, ' That as long as the Mr H. Petmua: 
Army was regularly paid, and fuitl: Difcipline kept up, he 
did not believe that the People could meet with any Injuftice 
from them; and as long as they were fubjeB: to be reduced 
or disbanded by the Parliament, whenever it was thought 
convenient, they never could be employed againft the Liber
ties and Privileges of the Subjetl:s; therefore he did not be
lieve that the fmall Number now pr<?JX>fed could ever raife 
any Difcontent or Jealoufy in the Minds of the People: But 
he joined heartily with the honourable Member, who fpoke 
laft, in wifuing, that neither God nor Man might ever for· 
give thofe, who were or fhould be the Occafion of our being 
obliged to fight for our Liberties; yet the Cafe, he faid, had 
happened; we had been obliged to fight for our Liberties, and 
every thing that was dear to us ; and yet notwithftanding. 
many of thofe, who had been principally the Occafion thereof, 
had been forgiven at leaft by Man.' 

Then Mr Barnard faid, ' That he could not agree to the Mr Bamarcio 

Continuing of the Army upon the Footing propofed, becaufe 
we had been afihred oy his Majefty that there was a pro-
found Tranquility abroad; and if there was any Party at 
ltome againll the Proteft::mt Succeffion, he was convinced it 
was fo infignificant that it was not worth taking Notice of : 
That the Setting up, or not Setting up King William's 
Statue, could be no Argument for proving that there was a 
Spirit of Jacobitifm in the Country : That for his part, he with
ed that the Propofal had been agreed to, and that the Statue 
had been fet up ; but he was fure that the late Oppofition 
that was made to it, and the refLlfing to fet it up in the Place 
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propofed, did not proceed from any Difaffeilion to the Go
vernment, or from any Difiike of the Revolution ; there 
were many other Reafons to be afiigned for that RefufaJ, 
which by the Generality of the People, who were concerned 
in that Matter, were thought to be of Weight enough to
make them give their Negative at that Time.' 

Sir Philip Yorke fpoke next. 
Sir, 

'It is certainly the Interefiofthis Nation to renderitfelfas 
confiderable as poffible amongfi: its Neighbours ; for the 
greater Opinion they have of our Strength and Power, the 
lds apt they will be to undertake any Expeditions or Inva
liom againH us, and the more eafy it will be for us to obtain 
from them any Advantages or Immunities, which we may 
thiniz necdEuy for improving the Trade and increafing the 
Riches of the Kingdom. There is nothing contributes more 
to the Power and Strength of a People than Unanimity and 
Concord among themfeives :. A fat1ious divided People are 
never able to do much good to themfelves or their Friends, 
IJO!" any great Injury to their Enemies and Rivals. The only 
Thing then, that can make this Nation confiderable in the 
Eyes of Foreigners, is a hearty Union and Agreement be· 
tween his M;..jeHy and his Parliament; this it is which has 
11roduced that happy Tranquility which we now enjoy, and 
which by our Influence has been communicated to the reft of 
Europe, and in a Manner forced upon fame of the Princes 
thereof; fome of them had Inclination enough to have raifed 
Commotions, and to have di1lurbed the Peace and ~iet of 
their Neighbours, but they durft not venture upon it, when 
they found the King of Gre:tt Britain and his Parliament 
would join heartily in the fame Meafures againil them: It 
may be fuppofed that the fame Inclinations frill remain, they 
only watch for an Opportunity to follow them; the leaft 
Difagreement between his Majefiy and his Parliament will 
afford them what they wiih, what they long for, and there
upon the Flames of War will break out afreih ; for preferv ... 
ing therefore the Tranquility which by our Influence has 
been efiabli1hed, it is neceffary to continue the Means by 
which we have been able to accomplifh fo good a Defign, 
for which Reafon I am for agreeing with what has been 
propofed.' 

Then Mr Walter Plomer, fpoke as follows. 
Sir~ 

'If I thought that the Continuing the Number of Forces 
propofed were ncceff'ary for preferving the Publick Tran· 
quility, either a.t Home or Abroad, or for any other good 
End whatever, I ihouldjoin moft heartily in the Propofal. It 
is certain, that the Continuing of fo great an Army in cime 
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Of a profound Peace tnay be of dangerous Confequence to our Anno 1. beo. rr. 
Conftitution ; and it always muft be oppreffive as well as ~ 
burthenfome to the People ; therefore nothing but an abfo• , 
tute Necefiity ought to prevail upon us to continue a Stand-
ing-Army. From paft Times we may be able to form a 
Judgment of the prefent ; from what has happened heretofore 
we may judge, whether there be at prefent any abfolute Ne-
ceffity for keeping up fuch a Number of Regular Forces. 
During the whole Time of the late War in the Reign of 
<l!!een Anne, there were but 6 or 7000 Men of Regular 
Forces kept in this Kingdom, and thefe were found fufficient, 
though the Pretender was then openly entertained at the 
French Court, and was but a few Days Journey diftant from 
us ; it was then much eafi.er to carry on a Correfpondencc 
between him and his Friends in this Country than at prefent, 
and it muft be fuppofed that he had more of them than he 
has now ; for by the very Nature of Things they rnuft be 
·daily decreafing, ·and will at laft wear quite out, if wrong 
Meafures at Horne do not prevent it ; yet notwithftanding 
the {mall number of Forces then kept in the Kingdom, they 
were never able to give the Government any great Diftur• 
bance or Uneafinefs ; therefore I mrift conclude, that for 
preventing any Attempts from the Pretender or his Party in 
the Kingdom, a greater Number is now not abfolutely ne-
celfaryl but is rather quite unneceffary and fuperfiuous; 

.: As foon as that War was at an End our Troops were im
mediately disbanded, and the Army reduced to about 6ooo 
Men ; it was not however at that Time pretended, that it 
was neceff'ary to keep our Army on Foot till it fhould be 
feeD. how the Treaty we had made iliould be reliilied by Fo
reign Powers, or that there was any Danger of the War's 
breaking out afreili in· cafe we fuould~ for the Safety of our 
Conilitution, and the Eafe of our People, disband our Re · 
gular Forces. Yet I have fo great a Refpea for her Majefty's 
Memory, that I cannot believe fhe had any Views of favour
ing the Pretender or his Intereft, either at Home or Abroad ; 
and with this fmall Number of Regular Forces at Home, we 
found, that not only the general Tranquility of Europe was 
preferved, b~t upon the ~een's Demife the Proteftant Sue ... 
ce:ffion took Place without the leaft Difturbance or Oppofi
tion. There was, it is true, a Rebellion broke out fome 
Time after, and thereupon the Army was augmented, but that 
Rebellion was crufhed even before the Augmentation was 
made ; the 6ooo or 70oo Troops we had in our Pay 
at Home were found fufficient for fuppreffing that Infurrec· 
tion; and notwithftanding this frnall Number of Forces 
we had on Foot, and this lnfurrection that was at the fame 
Ti,me raifed againft his lace Majefiy, yet we find that none {)f 
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Anno 5. ceo. II. the Powers Abroad ever offer'd either to diftmb,us or any of 
~their Neighbours. Thus we find that in former Times, and 

that very lately too, the Publick Tranquility has been pre
ferved, both Abroad and at Home, by a little more than one 
Third of the Regular Forces now propofed to be kept on Foot; 
for what End then can fuch a Number be propofed, or for 
what Reafon fhould we agree to it? For my part, I can find 
none, but very fl:rong Reafons for oppofing it as much as 
lies in my Power. 

' I muft fay, Sir, that it is not to the Diminution or Re
duCtion of our Regular Forces, that any Attempts againft 
us ever were, or ever can be owing~ fuch Attempts, ei
ther bylnvafions or Infurre8:ions, muii: always arife from our 
Government's purfuing Meafures by which Difaffettion and 
Difcontt:nt are (owed among the People ; when the People 
are generally difaffeeted, the Malecontents will gather Con
fidence from their Numbers; and our Neighbours will, upon 
every Occafion, be ready to invade us, when they are fure 
of meeting with a powerful Support and Affiftance from the 
People themfelves. There is no one Meafure more apt to 
fpread a general Difaffeaion among the People than that of 
keeping up a numerous Standing Army ; this was one of the 
principal Things that ruin'd the late King James, and alie
nated from him the Peoples AffeB:ions almoft to a Man: He 
had to truft to even a more numerous Army than that at pre
fent demanded ; but what was the Confequence ? That Army 
was fo far from fecuring him againft the general Difcontent 
of the People, that they themfelves, like lloneft Men as 
they were, joined in the general DefeCtion, and contributed 
to the Overthrow of the Man who unjuftly put his whole 
Truft and Confidence in them. I hope, Sir, that the Eng
lifu Annies will always behave fo; I hope they will always 
be fo faithful to their Country as to forfake the Man who 
has a Mind to enflave it ; but this is not to be depended on ; 
however, the Example fuews that any Army breeds Difaf
f~tlion among the People, and that even an Army cannot be 
much depended on by that King, who by putting his whole 
Confidence in them, has incurred the Difpleafure of the Peo
ple. Therefore from the fincere AffeCtion I have for the 
prefent E.itablifhment, I muft be againft continuing fuch a 
grc~:.t Number of Regular Forces in this Kingdom. 

MlH. Walpole. Mr "'Honaio Walpole fpoke next. 
Sir, 

' I am forry to hear a Parallel drawn by any Member of 
this Houfe, between the Army kept up by the late King 
. ~~ 
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James, and the :Army intended to be kept up at prefent: King Anno~· C'.ro. ll. 

James's Army was raifed againft Law, was maintained ~ 
againft the ·confent of the People, and was employ'd in 
overturning the Liberties of the People : The pref~nt ~e-
ftion is about an Army which is to be kept up, according to 
Law, and by and with the Confent and Approbation of the 
People. If we look into the Petition of Right itfelf, what 
does it fay? why that an Army raifed or kept up, without 
Confent of Parliament, is contrary tO' the Conftitution ; but it 
:was never faid, that an Army kept up by Confent of Par-
liament is illegal, or any way contrary to our happy Con-
ftitution ; in this Refpett therefore no Parallel can be drawn 
between the prefent Army, which is to be kept up only by 
Confent of the People, and maintained by them, and that 
Army which was rais'd and maintain'd by King James him-
felf, and was fo far from being with the Concurrence or 
Confent of the People, that it was to be employed againft 
them ; and I am perfuaded, that no Man here fufpefls that 
the prefent Army is to be employed in any fuch Manner. 

' I really believe, Sir, and 11 hope I am right, that there 
is but very little.Diffatisfatl:ion in the Nation, and that the 
Jacobite Party is now become very inconfiderable; but frill 
ihat Party is not to be ridiculed and made a Joke of: We are 
not fo much to defpife all Attempts that may be made by 
them, as not to take any Meafures to provide ourfelves againt~ 
them ; fuch a Security is the beft Tl1ing they can wifu for; 
they would be glad to be defpifed in fuch a Manner. Gen
tlemen may fay what they will of the little Confequence of 
any Endeavours that have been, or may be ufcd by them ; 
but the late Rebellion is a certain Teftimony that they are 
not to be too much defpifed. The Fate of the Kingdom 
was at that Time brought even to the Decifion of a Day,. 
and if the Rebels had been fuccefsful but at Prefton, I do not 
know what might have been the Confequences ; I dread 
to think of them : But let them have been uever fo fatal, if 
the Liberties of this Nation had been overthrown by the 
Succefs of thofe Rebels, it would have been entirely owing 
to our having fo few Regular Forces on Foot at that Time. 
We have efcaped that Danger, but do not let us expofe 
ourfelves every Day to fuch Dangers for the future, which 
muft be· the neceffary Confequence of reducing any Part of 
the fmall Army now on Foot, and defired to be continued. 

' A Parliamentary Army never yet did any Harm to this 
Nation, but ReduCtions of that Army have often been fatal. 
I have been affured by a Minifter of very great Confequence 
at the Court of France, that the reducing of our Army af
ter the Peace of Ryfwick very much encouraged tl1e Court 
of France to t.ake fuch Meafures, and to make fuch bold 
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Anno~· eeo. u. Steps as they afterwards did. They would have bten more 
~ cautious if we had kept ourfelves in a Capacity of pouring 

in a numerous Army upon them ; but they faw that we had 
put it out of our Power ; and therefore they defpifed us. 
The Reduction of the Army after the Treaty of Utrecht 
had not, by good Luck, all the ill Confequences Jhat were 
defigned, but the Reduction was certainly made with no good 
Intent. I have a good Opinion enough of the late QEeen, 
:fhe had not, perhaps, any ill Intentions ; but I am convinced 
that her Minifters had laid a Scheme for overturning the Pro
teftant Succeffion ; and they had no other Way Qf executing 
this Scheme, but by getting free of all thofe brave Officers 
and Soldiers who had ferved their Country fo faithfully in the 
late Wars; this was what made the Army be reduced at that 
Time fo low as it was : The Minifters knew that thofe ho
neft Officers would not ferve them in the Execution of their 
deftru8ive Schemes, but they took Care tQ fupply their 
Place by a Body of above 6ooo Men, who were privately 
kept in Pay, and maintamed under colour of Chelfea-Hof
pital ; and the Confequence fuewed what Sort of Men the(e 
new Troops were, for almoft every Man of them appeared 
in Arms in the late Rebellion againft the Government. We 
have heard the Treaty of Utrecht, upon which this Reduc· 
tion was made, applauded by fome; whether it deferves any 
fuch Applaufe I do not know ; but lam certain, that fince 
that Time we have been obliged to enter into feparate 
Treaties and Negotiations almoft with every Power in Europe, 
for amending or explaining the Blunders of that Treaty ; and 
if we are now right, whoever afcribes our being fo to tha,t 
Treaty, may be faid to be like a Man. who after breaking 
another's Bones, and feeing them fet again very right, and 
well cured by an able Surgeon, cries, You are obliged to 
me, Sir, for this great Cure that has been :rerfonned upon 
you. 

' After all, Sir, I would not have the FJ;iends to the :pre· 
fent Eftablifhment think themfelves abfolutely fafe and fecure ; 
it is not to be fuppofed but that his Majefty has frill fome 
private Enemies, even in our own Country ; People may fay 
what they will about the Treatment the Petition for erel\:ing 
King William's Statue lately met with, but I look upon it 
as an Alfront defignedly put upon the Revolution ; and I 
am fure it never could have met with fo much Contempt 
from any thing, but a Spirit of Jacobitifm frill fubftfting i,n 
the Country, which can never be deftroyed but by taking 
away from them all Hopes of Succefs, and this can only be 
don~ by keeping up an Army fuffi~ient to defend us againft 
·their utmoil: Efforts. • 

Mr 
•· 
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Mr Noel {poke next and faid, ~ That he approved very AMos. eto. u.· 

much of his Majefty's Speech to both Houfes at the Begin· ~ 
Ding of the Seffion ; he was glad to. obferve, that his Majefty Mr N~ · 

therein declared, in fo ilrong Terms, his AfFettion for his 
People, but from the Motion that had been made for fuch a 
Number of Troops, he thought the Speech ought to have 
concluded with thefe Words, That his Majeily, to fhew his 
Affetlion for his People, would quarter upon them for next 
Year but 1 8,ooo Men.' 
· After him Mr Shippen ftood up, and fpoke as follows : Mr Shippea; 

Mr Speaker, 
c I fee this Qt.J.eftion in the fame Light with thofe Gentle

men, who are oi Opinion that the Determination of it will 
fhew the People of Great·Britain, whether they are to enjoy 
their Civil Conftitution, with all its Rights and Privileges, 
or to endure a Military Government, with all its Inconve
niencies and Oppreffions. 

' However harfh this Affertion may found, it is fo well 
founded, that if we cannot now hope for a Reduaion of 
the Army, we may for ever defpair of it. For this is the 
Conjuncture, this is the Crifls, when the People of Great
Britain may with Reafon and J uftice expea, I had almoft 
faid demand, an Exemption from every unnecefi'ary Tax; 
and as none is more grievous at all times, fo none feems to 
be more unneceffary at this Time, than that which is oc
cafioned by maintaining an Extraordinary Number of Land
Forces. Such an Exemption muft be acceptable to his Majefty, 
who hath been moft gracioufly pleafed to open this Sefiion 
with declaring, 'f That it is a Pleafure to him to give Eafe to 
" his SubjeCts, whenever the Welfare of the Publick will ad
'' mit of it." 

' Sjr, There can be no doubt, but the Welfare of the 
Publick will now admit of reducing our Expences on the 
Head of the Army. For we have the fame Royal Affurance,. 
That the general Tranquility of Europe is fully reftored and 
eftablifhed J that all the jarring and contending Powers are 
united, all the different Views of Intereft and Ambition re
conciled, by his Majefty's extenfive Influence, and confum
mate Wifdom ; that the Wounds, which have been long 
bleeding, are entirely cured, by his healing Hand ; that 
Peace and good Harmony are returned together ; that the 
Duty and AfFeCtion of his Subjetl:s, are all he defires for his 
Paternal Love and Concern for them ; that his Government 
has no other Security, but what is equally conducive to their 
Happinefs. 

' This is the Situation, which his Majefty promifes himfelf 
will infpire us with fuch a feafonable Zeal for the Publick 
Good~ as becomes a Parliament fenfible Qf the .Blefiings they 
~ . . ~~ 
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Anne;. ceo. u. enjoy. And Imagination cannot form a more plea.fing Idea, 

I7JI-l1.· a more perfeft Plan of National Profperity, than what is 
~ here defcribed. Nor could a good and gracious Prince bring 

better Tidings, or communicate more welcome News from 
the Throne, to a Free People. 

c Since then his Majefty has fo glorioufly performed his 
Part, let us not be wanting on ours. Let us take the earlieft 
Opportunity of convincing thote we reprefent, that they are 
immediately to reap the Fruit of his Royal Labours, an4 
that all their Grievances will be gradually redreiTed. Let 
us begin with reducing the Army, and making them fenfible, 
that it is not intended they fhould any longer bear the Bur
then and Inconveniencies of War, in a Day of profound 
Peace, and univerfal Tranquility. 

If we fail in this great Point, the People, who did not 
refign their Underfiandings, when they delegated their 
Power to us, know they have a Right to judge for them
felves. They will not be impofed upon by Appearances. 
They will be apt, notwithftanding all the fine Words they 
hear, and all the fine Speeches they read, to call this boafted 
Succefs, thefe promifed B!effings, no more than a mere De
lufion, a golden Dream, a chimerical and vifianary Scene of 
Happinefs. 

' I wifh therefore the honourable Perfon, who moved thisc 
~eilion, and the other Gentlemen who have been his Co
Adjutors in the Support of it, had been a little more expli
cit. I wifh in.:l:ead of amufing the Committee, with a De
tail of the various Reductions of our Forces from the Treaty 
of Ryfwick down to this Day, and affigning wrong Caufes 
and Confequences to each of thofe Reduttions ; inilead of 
affuring us, that, to their own private Knowledge, the Of
ficers of the Army· had frequently, on extraordinary Occa
fions, afiifl:ed the Civil Magiftrates in the Execution of their 
Duty; infl:ead of reviving the old -exploded Argument of 
Difaffetl:.ion and J acobitifm ; I wifh, inflead of rambling fo 
widely from the Point in Debate, they would have dealt 
more candidly with their Audience, and told us plainly, 
whether they think a Standing Land-force will always be 
neceffary to preferve and fecure our prefent happy Settle
ment ; or whether they think the Civil Canftitution of this 
Kingdom, fo weakly, and fo imperfeCtly framed, as to 
want fomething of the Military Power to fuengthen and 
fufiain it. If they entertain the firJl: of thefe Notions, they 
mull give me Leave to take Notice, that fuch an Infinuation 
is unjuJl:, and the Argument odious, fmce it is a very grofs 
RefleB:ion on our prefent happy Settlement, which is founded 
on the Principles of Liberty ; and which you know, Sir, was 
intended to rectify all the Errors, and to r~form all the 
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( lt9 } 
Abufes of preceding Reigns. I fay, it is a very grofs Re~ Anno~. Ceo. n. 
fleB:ion on our·prefent Settlement, to fuppofe that his Maje-~ 
fiy cannot wear his Crown with Safety, but by burthening 
the Nation with the conftant Charge of maintaining near 
tS,ooo Men; but by eftablifuing a Force, which will 
perpetually interfere with the Liberty of his SubjeB:s, and 
confequently fhake the Foundation of his Throne. For_ 
however changeable the Counfels and ACtions of Minifiers 
may be~ the Nature of Things is pennanent, and it is im-
poffibl~, that what has been the conftant, the certain Caufe 
of Deftrutl:ion to other Governments, fhould, by any new 
Schemes, by any Refinements in Politicks, be made the fole, 
or at 1eaft the chief, Security of his Majefty's Crown. 'Tis 
true indeed, that the Parliament has of late Years confented 
to keep up an Extraordinary Number of Troops in Time of 
Peace, for Reafons better known to thofe who gave their 
Confent, than to IJle who oppofcd them when they did fo : 
:But it has never yielded up, or renounced, that Fundamen-
tal Maxim, viz. That a Land-Force in England ought to be 
confidered as the Creature of Neceffity, which fhould not be 
allowed to fubftft one Moment longer, than the Exigences of 
the State require. 

' If they entertain the fecond Notion, they are equaJiy 
mifiaken in that, as in the firft ; for it is a Notion highly in
jurious to our ConHitution, which was fo happily compounded 
in its original Formation, that it can receive no Addition or 
Alteration, without Prejudice. There is fo clofe, fo juft a 
Connexion betwixt all the Parts of it, that if any One fhould 
be made independent of the reft, it would deftroy that Sym~ 
metry, which is effential . to the Whole, and which diftin
guifhes it from all other Conftitutions. The Crown, though 
limited, is armed with Prerogative and Power, fufficient, as 
well to defend itfelf, as to protect its Subjec1s. The Pe.ople 
are pofi"efi"ed of Rights and Privileges, in as extenfive a De
gree, as is con.fiftent with the Nature of Monarchy, and 
thofe Rights and Privileges are fecured to them by the thong
eft and moil: facred Obligations. Nay, this Notion is not 
only injurious, but impratl:icable ; for what I have fre
quently advanced here mufl be univerfally allowed, that the 
Civil and Military Power cannot fubfift long together ; and 
it is eafy to foretel which will at I aft prevail, which will 
at laft aifume the fole Domin ion. We fee the fatal Effetts 
of fuch a Conjuna:ion in thofe Kingdoms, where Annie~ 
tyrannize, and where Senates fervilely obey. 

' Now God forbid, that the delightful View, the g1orious 
Profpetl: which his Majefty has opened to his SubjeCts, of 
their prefent envied Condition, and of their future unfpcak
able Felicities, Jhould terminate in Confufion and Calamity. 

God 
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AMo f• ~· n. God forbid1 that any Compliance, any Refolution of ouri 
l7Jl•J:Z.. 1 b . 
~ fhould endanger, or a ter the eft conftituted, the heft ba .. 

lanced Government in Europe. For as it is the Glory of 
our Anceftors, that th~y have maintained it in Oppofition to 
:all the Attempts of Innovation, and that they have tranf.:
initted it entire to their Pofterity ; fo it will be a Mark o£ 
eternal Inf~my to that Generation, m whofe Time it fuall 
happen, either by the Ambition of the Prince, or by the 
Treachery of the ~inifiry, or by the Slavifhnefs of the Peo-
ple, to be f~rrendered, or deftroyed. 

' But I forbear running into general Arguments. I for• 
bear too anfwering the Diftinaions, which have been made, 
betwixt Parliament-Armies and Crown-Armies. For, by 
what Epithets foever diftinguifhed, or by what Authority 
foever raifed or allowed, Armies are in their Nature the 
fame, and the Danger of continuing them the fame, as I 
have formerly endeavoured to prove, when the Miniftry re• 
quired for many Seffions an extraordinary ,Number of Land
Forces, only becaufe they had by their Negligence; or by 
their Infuffi.ciency, fo encumbered and embarraffed the Pub
lick Affairs1 that they wanted a ftronger Guard, a more 
effetlual Support to fecure their Adminiftration, than their 
own Wifdom and Condutl. 

' But the Cafe is altered, and h~s Majefty has extricated 
us out of all the Difficulties, out of the long unfettled State 
of Mairs, in which his Minifters had involved us. I there
fore reft the whole Debate on the Circumftances we are faid 
to be in at this Day, and in that View I take it to be impof
fible for any one, who is a W ell-wilher to the true and an· 
tient Conftitution of this Kingdom, to vote for the Q!!eftiori 
as it now ftands. I fubmit indeed to the Amendment made 
by a noble Lord, (Lord MorpethJ for a fmaller Number of 
Forces than was at firfi propofed, I mean for r 2,ooo rather 
than ncar I S,ooo Men, only as it is the minu.s Malum, and 
not becaufe I think that. Number now necefi'ary for our 
Prefervation, nor becaufe I think any Number ought ever 
to be admitted into our Eftablifhment, or confidered as a 
Part of our Conftitution, on any Pretence whatfoever.' 

Sir R. Walpoloe. Sir Robert Walpole ilood up next, and made the follow-
ing Speech: 

Sir, 
' I find the Gentlemen, who oppofe the Motion made by my 

honourable Friend, have all along argued, as if the Number 
of Forces now propofed were to be kept up againfl Law • 
or to continne for ever ; whereas the very Defign of the 
Motion made to this Houfe is, in order to have a Law for 
keeping them up ; and aU that the Gentleman wants by his 
.Motion is, that ~ey fhall be .continued for this Year only. 

The 
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'the Cafe th~n before us is, whether it will be more proper, 
and more for the Benefit of the Nation, to keep up the 
Number propofed for one Year, or by an ill-timed Frugality 
to reduce fome Part of them, and thereby expofe the Nation 
to be contemned and defpifed by our Neighbours round us, 
and that at a Time when the Publick Tranquility is but 
juft fettled, and before we can know whether feme of our 
neighbouring Powers are fatisfied or not. Nations, as well 
as private Men, mufl: accommodate their Meafures to the 
Times they live in. The Circumftances of Europe are now 
much altered from what they were in former Days; but a 
very few Ages ago there was no fuch Thing in Europe as 
what we now call a Standing-Army ; there was nothing but 
the Militia in any Country, and therefore it was no way ne· 
ceifary for us to have any Thing elfe. If we quarrell'd with. 
any of our Neighbours, we were fure they had nothing bl.!t 
Militia to bring againft us, our Militia was, and I hope io> 
frill as good as theirs , but I do not believe that any Man 
will fay, that the Militia of any Country can be made fully 
as good as Regular Troops bred up to Difcipline, and accuf
tomed to Command for many Years ; the Thing is impoffi
ble, and is fo look'd on by all the Powers ofEurope: There 
is not now a Sovereign State in Europe, but keeps a Body of 
Regular Troops in their Pay; there are none of our Neigh
bours but what keep a much greater Number than we do; 
and therefore it is become in a manner abfolutely neceffary 
for us to keep fame ; we muft have fame Regular Troops to 
oppofe to thofe that may upon a fudden Emergency b.! 
brought againft us, and to obilrutt and oppofe their Paifage 
till we have Time to raife more : The only ~efl:ion is, 
how great a Number we ought to keep, and in what Mail
ner they are to be kept up, and fo as not to be dangerous 
to our Confi:itution ? 

' As to the preventing of any Danger arifing from the 
Regular Forces kept up, I do not think there can be a better 
Method propofed, than that of keeping them up only by 
Authority ,of Parliament, and continuing them only from 
Year to Year j by this Method, Sir, they muft always be 
dependent upon, and fubfervient to the Parliament or People, 
and confequently can never be made ufe of for any Thing. 
but for the Prefervation and Safety of the People againft: 
all Attempts foreign and donieftick ; and while they are 
kept up in this Manner, they will always be a Terror to 
our Enemies, without fubjetting us to any of thofe Misfor
tunes which other Countries have fallen into. A Standing 
Army, I find, is reprefented by fome Gentlemen, who have 
fpoke upon the other Side of the Qeeftion, as not to be de
pended on even by the King, whofe Service they are in. y 0 L, II. - - ~ -- -- - - ~grant 
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I grant that an Army of Brit.ifh Subjetl:s, whatever Way 
kept up or modelled, is not to be trufted to by a King who 
n1akes any Attempts upon the Liberties of the People ; but 
if fuch an Army, raifed and maintained without Confent of 
'Parliament was, we find, not to be trufted to by a King 
who had fuch Dcfigns, how much lefs can any Man depend 
for the Execution of fuch Defigns upon an Army fuch as 
we have at prefent? ·An Army raifed, kept up, and main
tained by the People ; an Army that may be difmiffed by 
them when they pleafe; and an Anny that is commanded 
by Gentlemen of fame of the heft Eftates and Families a
mongJl us, who never can be fuppofed capable of joining in 
any Meafures for enflaving a Country, where they have fo 
gre~t an Intereft, and where their Anceftors have fo often 
1ign::llized themfel\'es in the Caufe of Liberty. It is not 
therefore to be imagined, that ever fuch an Army can be of 
any dangerous Confequence to our Liberties, were ,they much 
more numerous than they are propofed to be. 
, ' It is certain, that every State in Europe now meafures 
the Strength of their N eighbnurs by the Number of Regular 
Troops they can bring into the Field; the Number, or even 
the Bravery of any Militia is not now much regarded, and 
therefore the Influence and the Credit that every State in 
Europe has, or can expecr in the publick Negotiations there
of, depends entirely upon the Number of Regular Troops 
they can command upon any Emergency ; we mufr therefore 
conclude, that if we reduce the Number of our Forces, our 
Influence Abroad will decreafe ; our Enemies will begin to 
imagine, that they may catch great Advantages of us, or at 
leait of our Allies, before we can be in a Condition to afford 
any confiderable Affifiance to our Friends, or do any great 
Injury to them; upon which Account I cannot think it pru
dent to make any great ReduB:ion of our Army, before the 
Treaties, we have made for eHablifhing the Tranquility of 
Europe, are fully and abfolute]y fecured by fuch Alliances,. 
as may make the Execution of what we have ftipulated and 
agreed upon, certain and indifputable. :. 

' But even as to our Security at Home, I do not thmk. 
Sir, that it can· bear any ReduCtion at prefent; we do not 
know what fudden and unexpeCted Attempts may be made 
upon us ; and notwithftancling the greut Army we have, 
as is pretended, at prefent, it is certain that we could not 
in feveral Weeks Time bring 5000 Men of Regular Forces 
together in any Part of the Ifhnd, for oppofing any Invafion 
that may happen to be made upon us, without il:ripping our 
Capital, and leaving it without any Defence againfl: its open 
~r iecret Enemies. Thofe who tell us, that there were no 
Jllor: t~an 700~ Me~ in England during the Courfe of 
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late War, forget that we had at that Time 4000 or 5000 Anno S· Geo. u. 
Men in Scotland, and had all along a great Army Abroad ~ 
at our Command, which we could bring over when we 
pleas'd, and did aftually bring over xo,ooo Men from 
Flanders, immediately upon the firft certain Accounts we 
had that the French defigned an Invafion in Scotland, which 
made theN umber of Regular Forces then in the Ifland above 
.2o,ooo, and fhews that we were very far from relying upon 
the 7ooo Men, we then had in England, for our fole Defence 
in the Time of Danger : Befides, we ought to confider that 
the King of France was then wholly taken up in defending 
his own Territories, and fettling his Son in the Po!feffion of 
the Spanifh Monarchy ; he had not Time to think of the 
Pretender, nor could he fpare any Troops for making an 
lnvafion upon us. 

' Whereas, Jhould that Nation, or any other begin now 
to have a Q!!arrel with us ; -the fuft Thing they wou1d 
probably do, would be to endeavour to fteal in the Pretender 
upon us with a good Body of Regular Troops; which At
tempt they will always be the more ready to make, the fewer 
Regular Forces we have at Home to oppofe them : We have 
now no Army Abroad at our Command ; our Allies might 
perhaps have no more than were abfolutely necefi"ary for the 
Defence of their own Territories, and though they had, we 
know what a tedious Affair it is before they can be brought 
over to our Affiftance ; we cannot therefore properly put our 
Tru.ft. in any but thofe which we have within the Ifland, and 
the Number propofed is the fmalleft we can truft to, till the 
Affairs of Europe be fo fettled, as that we can be in no 
Danger of an Attack. 

' I muft take Notice, Sir, that all thofe who are pro
fefi'ed Enemies to our Conftitution, and to the Proteibnt Suc
ceffion, exclaim loudly againft a Standing Army : There is 
not, I believe, a Jacobite in the Land, but what appears 
ftrenuoully againil: the keeping up fo great a Number of Re
gular Forces : I muft, Sir, upon this Occafion, acquaint yott 
with a Story that happened to me but the other Day. Some 
Bills having been lately fent over from Ireland for his Ma
jefty's Approbation, and among them one againfi the Papitl:s 
of that Kingdom ; Counfel were admitted to be heard for 
and againft the Bill: In ;-.rguing of this Matter, it l1appened 
that the Counfel for the Papifts had Occafion to refer to the 
Articles of Limerick, and therefore wanted them to be read i 
but there being no Copy of them then a.t the Counfel Board, 
their Solicitor, who was :~, Papifi, pulled a little Book ou.t of 
his Pocket, and from thence read the Articles : I fuppofed. 
that this little Book was his f.Tade Mecum, and therefore I 
de.iired to look upon it, and found that it c;lltain'd thofe 

Q. z Articles 
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tAnn() S· ceo. II. Articles of Limerick, the French King's Declaration againft 
~the. States of Holland in the Year 1701, and three Argu

ments againft a Standing Army; from whence I concluded~ 
that this Solicitor was a notable Holderforth in Coffee-Houfes 
againft the pernicious Confequences of a Standing Army; 
and I do not doubt, but that if he were a Member of this 
Houfe, he would be one of the keeneft among us againft the 
prefent ~eftion: For which Reafon, Sir, I fhall glory in 
being one of thofe that are for it.' 

MrW. Pulteney. To this Mr William Pulteney replied as follows ; 
Sir, 

~ We have heard a great deal about Parliamentary Ar
mies, and about an Army continued from Year to Year ; I 
have always been, Sir, and always !hall be againft a Standing 
Army of any Kind ; to me it is a terrible Thing, whether 
under that of Parliamentary or any other Defignation ; a 
Standing Army is frill a Standing Army, whatever Name it 
be called by; they are a Body of Men dillinct from the 
Body of the People ; they are governed by diiferent Laws ; 
}>lind Obedience, and an entire Submiffion to the Orders 
Df their Commanding Officer is their only Principle. The 
Nations around us, Sir, are already enflaved, and have been 
enflaved by thofe very Means ; by Means of their Standing 
Armies they have every one loft their Liberties ; it is indeed 
impofiible that the Liberties of the People can be preferved, 
in any Country where a numerous Standing Army is kept up. 
Shall we then take any of our Meafures from the Examples 
of our Neighbours? No, Sir, upon the contrary, from their 
Misfortunes we ought to learn to avoid thofe Rocks upon 
which they have fplit. 

' It fignifies nothing to tell me, that our Army is com
manded by fuch Gentlemen as cannot be fuppofed to join in 
any Meafures for enflaving their Country ; it may be fa ; 
I hope it is fo ; I have a very good Opinion of many Gen-

. tlemen now in the Army ; I believe they would not join in 
any fuch Mea.fures ; but their Lives are uncertain, nor can 
we be fure how long they may be continued in Command ; 
they may be all difmiffed in a Moment, and proper Tools of 
Power put in their Room. Befides, Sir, we know the J'af
fions of Men, we know how dangerous it is to truft the heft 
of Men with too much Power; where was there a braver 
Army than that under Julius Crefar ? Where was there ever 
an Army that had ferved their Country more faithfully ? 
That Army was commanded generally by the beft Citizens 
of Rome, by Men of great Fortune and Figure in their 
Country ; yet that Army enflaved their Country. The Af
feCl:ions of the Soldiers towards their Country, the Honour 
an~ !ntegrlty ~f ~~~ U 1!~~~:9.fficers, are ~o~ to be depended 

on; 
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on ; by the Military Law, the Adminiftration or juftice is Anno S· Ceo. n. 
fo quick, and the Punifhments fo fevere, that neither Officer ~ 
or So1dier dares offer to difpute the Orders of his fupreme · 
Commander ; he muft not confult his own Inclinations : If 
an Officer were commanded to pull his own Father out of 
this Haufe, he muft do it ; he dares not difobey ; immediate 
Death would be the fure Confequence of the leaft Grumb--
ling. And if an Officer were fent into the Court. of Requefts, 
accompanied by a Body of Mu1k.eteers with fcrewed Bayonets. 
and with Orders to tell us what we ought to do, and how 
we were to vote, I know what would be the Duty of this 
Haufe ; I know it would be our Duty to order the Officer 
to be taken and hanged up at the Door of the Lobby : But,. 
Sir, I doubt much if fuch a Spirit could be found in the 
Haufe, or in any Houfe of Commons that will ever be in 
England. 

' Sir, I talk not of imaginary Things ; I talk of what has 
happened to an Englifh Haufe of Commons, and from an 
Englilh Army, notonly from an Englifh Army, but anArmy 
that was raifed by that very Haufe of (;;ommons, an Army 
that was paid by them, and an Army that was commanded 
by Generals appointed by them ; therefore, do not let us 
vainly imagine, that an Army raifed and maintained by Au
thority of Parliament will always be fubmiffive to them : If 
an Army be fo numerous as to have it in their Power to over .. 
awe the Parliament, they will be fubmiffive as long as the 
Parliament does nothing to difoblige their Favourite General; 
but when that Cafe happens, I am afraid that infiead ofthe 
Parliament's difmiffing the Anny, the Army will difmifs the 
Parliament, as they have done heretofore. Nor does the 
Legality or Illegality of that Parliament, or of that Army~ 
alter the Cafe, for with refpett to that Army, and according 
to their way of Thinking, the Parliament diinifi"ed by them 
was a legal Parliament; they were an Army raifed and main
tained according to Law, and at firft they were raifed, as they 
imagined, for the Prefervation of thofe Liberties which they 
afterwards defiroy'd. 

' It has been urged, Sir, that whoever is for the Proteftant 
Succeffion rnuft be for continuing the Army: For that very 
Reafon, Sir, I am againft continuing the Army : I know 
that neither the Proteftant Succeffion in his Majefty's moil: 
llluftrious Houfe, nor any Succeffion can ever be fafe as 1ong 
as there is a Standing Army in the Country. Armies, Sir~ 
have no Regard to Hereditary Succeffions. The firft two 
Ca!fars at Rome did pretty well, and found Means to keep 
their Armies in tolerable Subjeaion, becaufe the Generals 
and Officers were all their own Creatures ; but how did it 
fare with their Succeffors ? Was not every one of the1n nam-- . ·- ... .. -· . . . ed. 
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Anno~· Ceo. IJ. ed by the Army without any Regard to Hereditary Right_ 
~ or to any Right? A Cobler, a Gardiner, or \lny Man who 

--- happened to raife himfelf in the Army, and could gain their 
AffeCtions, was made Emperor of the World : Was not every 
fucceeding Emperor raifed to the Throne, or tumbled head
long into the Duft, according to the meer Whim or mad 
Frenzy of the Soldiers ? 

' Weare told, Ho! Gentlemen, but this Army is defired 
to be continued but for one Year longer, it is not defired to 
be continued for any Term of Years ; how abfurd is this 
Diftinaion : Is there any Army in the World continued 
for any Term of Years ? Does the mofl: abfolute Monarch 
tell his Army, that he is to continue them for any Number 
of Years, or any Number of Months ? How long have we 
already continued our Army from Year to Year? And if it 
thus continues, wherein will it differ from the Standing 
Armies of thofe Countries which have already fubmitted 
.their Necks to the Yoke? We are now come to the Rubicon; 
cur Army is now to be reduced, or it never will; from his 
Majefty's own MQuth we are affured of a profound Tran
quility Abroad, we know there is one at Home; if this is not 
a proper Time, if thefe Circumftances do not afford us a fafe 
Opportunity for reducing at leaft a Part of our Regular 
Forces, we never can cxpea to fee any ReduCl:ion ; and this 
Nation, already overloaded with Debts and Taxes7 muft be 
loaded with the heavy Charge of perpetually fupporting a 
numerous Standing Army ; and remain for ever expofed to 
the Danger of having its Liberties and Privileges trampled 
upon, by any future King or Miniftry, who fuall take it in 
their Heads to do fo, and 1hall take a proper Care to model 
the Army for that Purpofe.' 

Then the <l!!eftion was put, on Sir William Strickland~s 
Motion, which was agreed to, without any Amendment, by 
24 I againft I 71. 

MrPuluneymoves Jan. 27. Mr William Pulteney moved,' That an humble 
~b:rnS:~~~n~~£ Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would be graci
heen.m~de~Va- oufly pleafed to give Directions to the proper Officers, to lay 
~~~:m before theHoufe anAccount ofwhatCommiffions in the Annv 
Debate thereon. and Governments of Garrifons had been kept vacant, and 

what Savings had been made thereupon.' Upon this Sir 
su w. Strickland. William Strickland ftood up and faid, ' That no fuch Account 

had ever been kept at the War Office ; the Cuftom there 
was, that when any Officer died, the Commiff:uy certified 
his Death to that Office, in order that the Pay might be 
fl:opt ; and they never began to iffue any Money upon that 
Account till a new Commiffion was lodged in that Office. 

SltW. Tonge-. Sir William Yonge added, 'That whatever Savings 
could poifibly be upon that Account a.tnounted to fuch a 

fmall 
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(mall Sum, that it was a meer Trifle, and was not worth be· Anno J. cee. n~ 
ing taken any Notice of by that Haufe.' 17J1"Jz •. 

Mr Henry Pelham faid, 'That all the Time he had been ~ 
in that Office, and he believed it was fo ftill, no Conuniffions Mr H. Pclbam. 
were .ever kept vacant for any Time ; That it was always 
his Majefty's Cuftom to fill up every Commiffion in the Army 
immediately after it became vacant, fo that there could be 
little or no Savings upon that Account ; and if there was any, 
the Cuftom had always been to leave it to be difpofed of by 
his Majefty, in fuch Manner as he thought fit.' 

Hereupon Mr William Pulteney fpoke as follows: 
Sir, 

' I made this Motion in a manner by meer Accident ; but 
I do not think it is any Argument againft it to tell us, that the 
~avings amount to but a meer Trifle ; we 1hall be heft Judges 
of that, when we fee the Accounts laid before us; and let it 
amount to what it wilJ, if it is faved, (I will not fay funk, 
being a hard Word ) we ought to inquire into the Application 
of it. I believe there are not a great many Commiffions kept 
long vacant, but I am fure there have been foine that have 
been kept vacant for a confiderable Time ; we ought at leaft 
to have an Account of them ; becaufe I obferve there is a 
Demand every Year brought in, which is called, An Au~unt 
of Services incurred and not provided for; I think the moil: 
proper Way ofanfweringthis Account is, to have An Account 
Df Services provided for and not performed. I am perfuaded 
that in the Civil-Lift Revenue there is not an Office vacant 
for a Day, but what the Savings thereby are brought to Ac
count, and difpofed of in themoft frugal Manner; I think the 
fame good Management ought to be obferv'd in the Army.' 

Mr W.Pultcnq~ 

General Rols faid, 'That he fuppofed the fame Method was ~ R.offi 
obferved now, that was formerly obferved in Flanders :That 
he knew no Commiffion was then kept vacant for any 
Time ; as foon as ever the Death of any Officer was certified~ 
a new Commiffion was granted to fame other in his Place, 
and what little Savings could be made that way were always 
left to the Difpofal of the General, and were apply"d by him 
in fuch Manner as he thought moft proper for the Publick 
Service. 

Mr Bootie fpoke next. 
Sir, 

' Whatever is given for the Maintenance of the Army is 
a Part of the Publick Money, and it is our Bufinefs to call 
for the Accounts, and inquire into the Difpofal of every 
Farthing of fuch Money. If the Savings by vacant Com
miffions have hitherto been well and properly apply'd, they 
who advifed fuch Applications will have the more Honour, 
and if there have been any Mif-applicatil)ns, this Ha:ufc ought 

tO 
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Anno;. Geo,IL to take Care to prevent any fuch for the .Future. fn pall 
~ Times the Savings upon this Account may perhaps amount 
·· to but a Trifle ; however, it is certain, that confidering th~ 

great Number ofOfficers we maintain, a very large Sum may 
he annually faved ,; and if we never call ' for any fuch Ac ... 
count, Cornrniffions may in Time of Peace be kept vacant 
for a long Time, on purpofe thereby to ra.ife Money, in order 
to convert it to Ufes that may be prejudicial to the Nation.' 

8Ir ll, Walpole. Then Sir Robert Walpole fiood up and faid : 
Sir, 

c Duripg all the Time that the Duke of Marlborough 
commanded our Armies, there was never any Commiffion be
came vacant but was immediately filled up; There was, in· 
deed, generally about a Week allowed for the filling up of 
any Vacancy, but what was faved that way was generally 
given to the Colonel of the Regiment, to anfwer fame of the 
extraordinary Expences he was fometimcs put to ; or it was 
given to the Officer that fucceeded, to defray the Charges he 
might be at upon account of his new Cornmiffion. The fame 
Cullom is ilill obferv'd, and any little Savings that happen 
between the Death of one Officer, and the putting of another 
in his room, have always been difpos'd of by his Majefty in 
the Manner I have mention'd, or have been apply'd to chari
table Ufes, and given in fmall Sums to thofe of the Army 
who ftood in need of any fuch. I hope this Haufe does not 
intend to take the Difpofal of fuch fmall Charities into their 
own Hands, contrary to the Cuftom that has always hitherto 
been obferved ; I do not think that this Haufe can be fo good 
a Judge as a Board of General Officers in the Difpofal of 
fuch Charities; and while it is left to his Majefty, he can al
ways have the Advice of fuch a Board when any fmall Sum 
is to be difpofed of in that Way. As to the Civil Lift, there 
are no Savings by any Vacancies in that Part of the Reve
nue; every Place is filled up as foon as it becomes vacantf 
in the fame Manner as it is in the Army, the Management in 
both is the fame, and in both there is as much Frugality as 
poffible.' 

Then the ~efiion being put on Mr Pulteney's Motion.
it was carried in the Negative. 

This Debate being over, Sir Charles Turner reported the 
Refolutions of the Committee on the Supply, as follows, 
viz. I. That the Number of effeaive Men, to be provided for 
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey and 
Jerfey, for the Year 1732, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 

The Committee 55 5 Men, which the fix Independent Companies con1ifl: of 
V~.>te 17•709 nlcn • ' . . 
for the Year J7J2.; for the Service of the H1ghlands, 17,709 Men, Commlflioll 
"'nd 6n,1x61. xos. d N C ·m Offi . I d d 1I Th S 
J d. lor the Ch&:ge an on- omm1 10n cers me u e . . at a um 
thctcof. !lOt exceeding 6 53,216 1. 1 o s1 . 1 d. be granted to his Ma· 

jefiy~ 
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Jelly, for defraying the Charge of the faid 17,7b9 Men. Ann~~·~~~~· 11 • 

The firft of the above Refolutions was agreed to by the~ 
Haufe without any new Deblte, but upon putting the nuef· Tt:c Rdc,Jurion' . ' ~ k of <l•e Comml!ke tton as to the fecond, Mr Walter Plumer ftood up, and 1p0 ·e rd.llill'~ r,, the 

fc II L:I;Hl·Forcco being 
as 0 ows : rcp .. r!ed, lh: fir.ft 

Mr Speaker RuLlution .a 
t agreed tv. 

f 'h~heRre r.w.as. laft Nighfit1hiuchDa 'ftlonbg Debate upohn t;:.e firdft Deb~le on the fc· 
() t Cie e10 UtlOns, and UC a J Uf ance upon t C lCCOn , cond Re!utution. 

that I could not then have an Opportunity to fpeak to it. Mr \\'alt. Ph.inJcr. 

I hope therefore, Sir, that the Haufe will now indulge me 
with a little Time to give my Sentiments even as to this 
fecond Refolution. Sir, it is highly neceffary for the Good 
and Welfare of this Nation, that every Farthing of the 
Charge which the People are put to fhould be publickty 
known, and fully eonfidered by this Houfe; the Nation ought 
not to be cheated, and made to believe, that the maintaining 
of this t8,ooo Men coft them only 65 3,ooo 1. when in reality 
it cofts them fl. great deal more. Befides the Money that is 
raifed among the People, and paid into the Hands of the 
Government, for maintaining this Army, there is not an Inn-
keeper, an Ale-Houfe, or a Brandy-Shop in the Nation, but 
what pays a very great additional Tax, by Way of <l!!arters 
for the Officers and Soldiers. 

' But there is frill, Sir, a much greater Evil arifes from this 
hidden way of r:tifing Money upon the People. It is, Sir, an 
arbitrary and an unequal Way of raifmg Money, and confe
qucntly aJfords to thofe, who have the Management of the 
Army, an Opportunity of oppreffing fome People, or fome 
Parts of the Nation. If any Country, if any Borough in this 
Kingdom difobliges thofe in Power, by fending Reprefenta
tives to this Haufe, who do not vote as the Minift~rs wou.ld 
have them, it is in the Power of the Government, even with
out any Pretence for fo doing, to fend a great Number of the 
Regular Forces to be quartered upon that County or that 
Borough; by which Means a much greater Sum is raifed 
upon the People of that County or Borough, than is proporti· 
onally raifed in any other Part of the Nation; nay. even if 
any private Inn· keeper, or Ale- Haufe Man in any County or 
Boroughlhall give a wrongVote at the EleCtion of Members of 
Parliament, it is in the Power of the Government, by means 
of the Juftices and the Conftables who are named by them1 

to opprefs that Man, by quartering more So1diers upon him, 
than are in Proportion quartered upon any one of his Neigh· 
hours. Thefe are Grievances which the Nation juftly corn· 
plain of, and we ought to confider h~ they are to be rcdrc!feo. 

To this Sir William Strickland reply'd,' 
Sir, 

' The honourable Gentleman, who fpoke Ia~ 
v Q L. II. R 

feems, by 
what 

' 

s:: W. ~:d :klanll. 
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Anno;. Gen. u. what he hn.s faid, to bring a Charge againfi: me, or at l~aft 
~ againfr thofe, who have been in the Office which I have the 

Honour to be in at prefcnt. For my own part, Sir, I can 
fafely declare, that ever fmce I came into that Oflice, there 
has been no Favour fhewn to any one Part of the Country, 
nor to anv one Man in the Nation; we have never fo much 
as though~ of having a Regard to any t bing, but to that of 
cantoning and quartering the Troops into fuch Places, as were 
moil eafy for the Country and moil: convenient for them ; 
unlefs when the Safety and Security of the Nation in general 
required the marching of a Number of them into any par
ticular Country. This, Sir, has been the Method ever fince 
I came into the Office : It fhall be the Method as long as I 
continue in it; and I firmly believe, that the fame Method 
was always obferved by my Predeceffors in Office.' 

Mr E. W:t!:~r. Hereupon Mr Edmund Waller faid, 
Sir, 

'I do not know what Method has been obferv'd in can
toning and quartering the Troops, but I know that the 
Country complains heavily of the Opprefiions they lie under 
upon that Account ; it is but a little Time ago fince fome of 
my own Tenants came and told me, that they fhould be 
ruined by the Dragoons that were quarter'd upon them; 
they had not, they faid, a Lock of Hay but what they 
were obliged to give to the Soldiers ; fo that all their own 
Cattle were in danger of being ftarved. For, Sir, in aU 
Countries where the Soldiers come, they and their Horfes 
muli be firit ferv'd, and with the heft of every Thing too; 
and what is Hill worfe, the poor People are often obliged to 
ferve them at their own Prices."· 

Mr H. Pelham, Mr Henry Pelham anfwer'd Mr Waller, 
Sir, 

' As 1 had the Honour to ferve for fame Time in that Of
fice, and particularly at the T'ime mention'd by the honour
able Gentleman who fpoke laJt, I think it neccffary to fay 
fomething upon the prefent Occafion. I remember very 
well, th~t Gentleman did make fome Complaints to me ; 
but I remember ~ewife, and he rnuH alfo remember it, that 
I told him that tlie Review, which was at that Time, was the 
Occafion of bringing fo many of the Forces into that Coun
try; and as foon as that was over they were fcnt elfewhere, 
and that Gentleman's Tenant~, in particular, were relieved 
from any Ibrd{hip they might think they lay under upon 
that Account. During the wl10le time that 1 was in that 
Office, there was never any fuch Complaint made to me, but 
that I immediately order'd Relief to the Perfons who thought 
themfelves aggrieved, or gave them fuch Reafons why I 
coulJ not give them Relief, as they feemed to be fati~fied 

with. 
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with. In fuch Cafes I never had any Refpecr of Perfons ; Anno~- ceo. n. 
fo far otherwife, that I have often given Relief at the De-~ 
fire of thofe with whom I never did vote in this Haufe, nor 
I believe ever fhall ; and have ordcr'd thofe very Troops to 
he fent and quarter'd upon thofe, with whom I have always 
agreed in Opinion.' 

Then Mr Plumer fpoke again as follows: 
Sir, 

~ I am forry that what I propofed only for the Relief of 
the Publick, ihould be turned into a perfonal Difpute. or 
that Gentlemen fhouM begin to vindicate themfelves before 
they are accufed. I did not fay, that the honourable Gen
tleman now in the Office, or that any Gentleman that has 
been in that Office, ufed any unjuftifiable Methods in that 
refpetl:, to favour one Party in the Nation more than another; 
all that I faid, and I fay fo .Rill, was, that fuch Methods 
may be praB:ifed, fuch Means may be ufed for opprelling 
thofe who happen to differ in Opinion from the chief Men 
jn Power; and fuch Means being of dangerous Confequence 
to our Conftitution, they ought to be guarded agcrinft and 
prevented if pofiible. The Army, Sir, is fupported, I hope, 
and maintained for the Service of all, and therefore all the 
Subjetl:s of the Nation ought to contribute equally to the 
Expence of maintaining ,t. There is not a Soldier quarter'd 
upon an Inn-keeper in Town or Country, but what cofts that 
Inn-keeper near as much as he coils the Government; fo 
that if we were to raife all the Money by Parliamentary 
Authority, that is neceffary for maintaining the great Army 
we have, I am afraid we rnuft raife near double the Sum 
that is propofed. • 

Mr P~umcr, 

Mr William Pulteney fpoke next, 
Sir, 

Mt W. Pulteney. 

' I was afraid at the Beginning of this Debate, that Bar
racks were to have been propofed ; I am glad to find it is 
not fo. I am indeed as much as any Perfon for giving Re
lief to that Part of our poor oppreifed Subje&, the Inn
keepers and Victuallers J for :Iince I find that an Army is· 
]ike to be a Part of our Confi:itution, I think it very jufi: and 
reafonable, that the Expence of maintaining them fhould be 
)aid as equally as poffible upon the whole People of the Na
tion. But, Sir, I muit obferve, that the fame Money that 
we raife for maintaining t8,ooo Men, would maintain 6o,ooo 
Men of Regular Forces in France, Germany, or any other 
Country in Europe, according to their Way of regulating 
their Armies. I know, Sir, from whence our great Expence 
proceeds : It is from the great Number of Officers main
tained in our Army; we have fo many Regiments, and fo 
few private Men in ea'h Regiment, that really a great Part 
· · Rz ~ 
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Anno s. ceo. u. of our Army are Commiffion or Non-Commifiion Officen. 
~ which makes our Army fo expenfive to us, and at the fame 

Time makes it more dangerous to our Conftitution. I have 
been affured that 1oo,ooo 1. Englifh Money per ARnum will 
maintain 1o,ooo Men of the Armies of France or Germany, 
or any other Troops but our own : And I have been told, 
I do not fay that I remember, or that I can depend upon 
my Author, that the 1 z,ooo Heffians, which we have fo long 
maintain 'd, were rnaintain'd for Iefs than that Sum yearly.' 

Sir R. Walpole, To this Sir Robert Walpole replied : 
Sir, 

' I wiih the Gentleman, who fpoke laft, would gh·e us 
his Author for the Faa mentioned; let him be who he 
will, I know the Story to be falfe : But it is the common 
Way of fcandalizing the Government, to invent and fpread 
falfe Reporrs thro' the Country. The Stipulation for the 
1 z,ooo Heffl.ans was made, Sir, upon the fame Footing that 
all fuch Stipulations were made during the lafr War ; there 
was not a Penny lefs ftipulated to be paid for them, than 
what was agreed to by the Haufe, and the whole Money 
was yearly advanced them, according to the.Accounts that 
have been laid before the Houfe. 

General \Vo1de, Then General Wade fpoke as follows: 
Sir, 

' Thofe who are acquainted with the Method of main
taining a German Army; will not envy them the Happinefs 
of maintaining their Troops at fo cheap a Rate as they do. 
It is well known, that what they come fhort of ours in Pay, 
they do more than make up by plundering, oppreffing, and 
raifing Contributions upon the Countries where they are 
quartered. ·when I was in Italy, Sir, I had the Honour to 
he invited to dine with one of the German Generals; who 
commanded in that Country : When I came to the Palace 
where he had his ~arters, I found the Hall and the Ave· 
nues leading thereto full of Country People, fome with Wine, 
fome with Beer, fame with Bread, fame with Fowls, fome 
with Pigs, and God knows how many other Things ; I could 
not imagine what all this meant; but when we came to fit 
down at Table, I found fuch Variety of D.iJhes, fuch Variety 
of Wines, fo magnificent Attendance, and fo fumptuous an 
Entertainment every manner of way, which at the fame 
Time I was told to be the General's ordin~ry Way of living, 
that I was very much furpriz'd; and after Dinner, over a 
Glafs of Wine, I took the Liberty to afk the General, For 
God's Sale, Sir, ho'"VJ are you able to live after this Rate P 
for it_ would break any of our Englijh Gener

1
als /(1 li·ve info 

Jplendrd a Jl.fanner; our Pay ctmld nBt fopport it. Pa_y, Sir, 
iays he, g·;,r, l lr..<t·e 1zo!t~· 11/l?lf tl•is Aa-?tmf from tl•e Go-
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rvernment·; all this romes from the Country where I am gttar
tered, which they are obliged to furni.fo me with for nothing; 
I have, Sir, ftven Miles of the Country round allotted to me 
for fopporting my Tahle. Then, Sir, I guefs'd at the Mean-
ing of all thofe Country People's being in and about the 
Hall ; I found they were all come with their Peace-Offer
ings to the General : At this Rate, Sir, a German Officer 
does not ftand in need of much Pay from the Government; 
but I hope the Kingdom of England will never be ferved at 
fuch a Rate.' 

Sir William Wyndham fpoke next, 
Sir, 

' I do not know what may be the Methods by which the 
Germans or French maintain their Armies; but let their 
Manner lle what it ·will, I am fure that the Expence we are 
now at for maintaining our Army is much greater than ne
ceffary; nay, Sir, much greater than was ufual, even among 
ourfelves for maintaining an equal Number of Men. I know 
that during the Iaft War 1 8,ooo of our Troops were main
tained abroad for 40o,ooo l. per Annum, and both the Officers 
and Soldiers had the f.1me Pay they have now ; it is true, it 
may be faid, that this Body of Men did not coft fo much, be
caufe there were no Guards among them ; but I know, Sir, 
that 1 z,ooo Men, Guards and Garrifons included, were 
main:ained at home for between 3 and 4oo,ooo I. per An
num; out of which Sum were paid, the General's Money, 
\Vaggon-Money, Contingencies, and all other Items what
ever, any way_appertaining to the Army. Confidering the 
State this Nation is in at prefent, and the heavy Debts it is 
loaded with, I think no proper Method for faving the Pub
lick Money ought to be neglcfled ; if we muft maintain an 
Army, let us maintain it at as cheap a Rate as poffible. 
Even r oo,ooo I. per Annum would make no fmall Figure, if 
added yearly to the Sinking Fund : I hope, therefore, this 
Affair will be thought on, and taken into Confideration when 
we meet next Year.' 

Aano J. Geo. H. 
17Jl· JZ.. 

~ 

• 

Slr W, Wylldlwn.. 

After this the ~efiion was putJ and the above Refolution Tbe fecond Refo-

d lution of the Com· was agree to. mittce agreed [0, 

jan. z8. Mr \Vinnington prefented to the Houfe a Bill, A Bi~l br'!ught in 
2:' b h · J · h cr J .I" h. M. for lccunng !he .ror t e etter ftcurzng an encouragtng t e 1 raue f!1 tJ a- Tradc.oft.hc Sugar-

J"e11ry' s Suuar-Colo11ies in America \Vhich was receiv'd and C:01Dmcun Amc· 
~~ 6 ' n~; 

read the firft Tjrne, and order'd to be read a fecond Time. 
Hereupon Mr Perry, Member for London, faid, ' That this which, upo!J M~ 

B'll f r h N h 11 C l , . A . Perry's Mouon, Jr. 1 was o IUC a ature, t at a our o ames m rnenca order'd to be print-

are fome way or another concerned therein ; That it was of cd, 

the utmoft Confequcnce to the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kingdom, and therefore ought to be maturely confidcred, 
not only within PoQrs, but likewife by all ~hofe without 

- Doors 
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Anno s. Ceo. u. Doors who under!land any thing of Trade, and have a 
~ Regard for the Profperity and Welfare of their native Coun

try ; and that all fuch might have an Opportunity of giving 
their Sentiments upon this Occafion, he moved, 'That the Bill 

Debate thereon, might be printed., This Motion being feconded and agreed to by 
• the Houfe, the Bill was accordingly ordered to be printed. 

Mr Winnington Mr Winnington fpoke next, · 
moves that the S • 
Reprefentatinns, tr, 
~~~~y:~ :;:-~~the ' As this Bill is of very great Confequence to the Trade 
:&:ud of :rradc, of this Nation in general, and to the Well-being of our Set-
may be laid before • h C . . 
the Howe. tlements, e1ther upon t e ontment or m the Iflands of Ame-

rica, we ought to confider the particular Trade and Produce 
of every one Q.f our Settlements ; and therefore, that we 
may have as much Infight into this Matter as poffible, I 
move, ' That the Repreientations fent over from our feveral 
Colonies, and laid before the honourable the Commiffioners 
of Trade and Plantations, may be laid before this Haufe, 
before we go upon the fecond Reading of the Bill.' 

Q>J. Dladen. Mr Winnington was fupported by Col. Bladen, who fpoke 
as follows: 

Mr Perry, 

ivlr Saodys, 

Sir, 
' There have been feveral Reprefentations fent over to his 

Majefty from our Settlements in the Weft-Indies, which Re
prefentations have been referred to the Board of Trade to be 
confidered by them, and for them to report their Opinion 
upon the Matter therein contained to his Majefty : Some of 
them we have already confidered, and have given our Opi
nion upon them ; but there are others that· we have not as 
yet had Time fo throughly to confider as to be able to give 
any Opinion upon them ; however, Sir, in thefe laft we fball 
make all imaginable Difpatch, and fhall be ready to lay 
them before the Haufe as ioon as poffible.' 

Then Mr Perry fpoke again, 
Sir, 

' As this is an Affair of fo great Confequence, we ought 
110t to be in any Hurry about paffing the Bill; we muft 
wait till we have all thofe Materials, which are neceffary for 
giving us a full Information in the Affair before us. There 
is particularly in the Bill, as now brought in, a Claufe about 
J .umber, which in my Opinion will do more Harm to the 
'rra'de of moi1 of our Colonies, and confequently to the Trade 
of this Nation, !:han all the other Claufes can do Good; 
but 1 :!hall have another Opportunity, I hope~ of giving my 
~cntiments flllly upon this Hend, and therefore 1 fhall not 
trouble the Houfe with them at this Time.' 

1\f~~r him Mr Sandys iaid, 
S1r, 

' This Bill was 'iall Seffiofl of Parliament a long Time 
before 
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before this Haufe ; there is no Claufe in the Bill now brought Anno ~. Geo. n. 
in, but what was in the former, and every one of them was tnt-p .. 

then fully co'nfidered and particularly examined into. The ~ 
Committee, that was appointed laft Seffion of Parliament for 
drawing up the Bill, were no lefs than three Months about 
it; in which Time they certainly had under their Confi-
deration every thing, that could poffibly be thought of for 
giving them any Light into the Affair. I believe there is 
no Gentleman in this Haufe, but what is perfuaded that 
fame Meafures ought to be taken, and fpeedily taken too, 
for giving an Encouragement to pur Sugar-Colonies, fo as 
to enable them to carry on a Trade, at leaft, upon an equal 
Footing with their Rivals in the Sugar-Trade. The only 
Reafon of the Bill's not paffing, which was brought in laft Seffion 
of Parliament, was that they had not had Time in the other 
Houfe to confider the Affair fo fully as they thought was 
neceffary ; I have been informed, that fome of the Me~bers 
of the pther Haufe even complained, that it was hard that 
we did not allow them three Weeks to confider of an Affair, 
that we had been above three Months in examining into. 
,As the Bill now before us contains nothing but what was in 
the former Bill, which was fo fully confider'd as to pafs 
through this Haufe, I am therefore ofOpinion, that there is 
oo Occafion to make any Delay in the paffing of this BiU_ 
or to wait for any farther Information in th~ Affair; for I 
am perfuaded we can receive none, but what has been already 
laid before this Hqufe, and fully confider'd in the Pa.ffmg of 
the former Bill.' 

Mr Oglethorpe fpoke next. 
Sir, 

In all Cafes that come before this Haufe, where there 
feems to be a Clafhing of Interetls between one Part of the 
Country and another, 'or between one Set of People an.d a
nother, we ought to have no Regard to the particular lntereil 
of any Country or Set cf People ; the Good of the whole is 
what we ought only to have under our Confideration : Our 
Colonies are ali a Part of our own Dominions ; the People in 
every one of them are our own ;People, and we ought to 
.1hew an equal RefpeB: to all. 

' I remember, Sir, That there was once a Petition pre
fented to this Haufe by one County, complaining, that they 
were very much injur'd in their Trade, as to the Sale of 
Beans, by another; and therefore they modeftly pray'd, that 
the other County fhould be prohibited to fell any Beans. 

Such things may happen, I hope it is not fo at prefent, 
but in the Cafe, before us, if it fhould appear, that all our 
Plantations, upon the Continent of America, are againft that 
which is defir'd by the Sugar-Colonies, we are to prefume, 

at 

·Mr O&lethorpe. 
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Anno !· Ceo. n. at Jeafl, that the granting thereof will he a Prejudice to the 
~ Trade or particular Interefts of our Continent-Settlements ; 

and furely, Sir, the Danger ofhurting fo confiderable a Part 
of our Dominions, a Part fo extenfive as to reach from the 
34th to the 46th Degree of Nonhero Latitude, will at leaR: 
make us incline to be extremely cautious in what we are go~ 
ing about. 

' I fhall be as ready as any Man, te give all poffible Re ... 
lief and Encouragement to our Sugar Colonies; but if the 
Relief or .Encouragement asked for appear to be an Injury tO' 
the whole, or if it ap~ that it will do more Harm to the 
other Parts of our Dominions than it can do Good to them, 
we mufi: refnfe it ; we muft think of fome other Methods for 
putting them upon an equal Footing with thofe, who are their 
Rivals in any particular Branch of Trade. 

' We may form fame Judgment, Sir, from the Appearances 
that were before us lafi: Seffion of Parliament: but we may 
form a much more diftinCl: Judgment of Things from what 
may be brought before us now. Some of thofe, concerned 
here for our Settlements upon the Continent,feem'd lafi: Year 
to be indifferent ; they feemed in fome Manner to give the 
Aff.1ir np, I believe without any good Authority from their 
Confl:ituents ; but now the Colonies themfelves have had an 
Opportunity to confider the Affair then before \us~ and to 
fend over their Thoughts upon the Subject in a proper and 
authentick Manner ; their true and real Sentiments will heft 
appear from the Reprefentations they have fent over ; and 
till thefe are laid before us, we cannot give our Opinions, 
either as to their Inclinations~ or as to the Weight of the Qb .. 
jeB:ions that they may make. 

~ I muft fay, Sir, to the Honour of the Gentlemen con
cerned in the Board of Trade, that they are as exaa: and as 
diligent in all the Matters which fall under their Province as 
any Board in England ; they have much more Bufinefs than 
moft others, and theit' Bufinefs will be daily increafing, in Pro
portion as our Colonie! increafe in Riches and in Power. It 
is already one of the rnoft ufeful Boards we have, and as long 
as the f:tme good Conduct is purfued, it will always be of 
great Benefit and Advantage to the Trade of the Britifh 
Dominions.' 

After this Debate, it was refolv'd, That an humble Ad
drefs fhould be prefcnted to his Majefi:y, that he would be 
gracioufly pleafed to give Directions to the Commiffioners 
for Trade and Plantations, to lay before the Houfe, Copies 
of all Reprefentations and Papers, which had been laid before 
them, fince the htl: Seffion of Parliament, relating to the 
Difptlte between his Majefty's Su~ar-Colonies and Northern 
Colonies in America, ... ' The 
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Then . Mr Wyndham, Member for Dunwich, moved, Anno ~ eo. u. 

'I'hat a Committee be appointed to infpetl: and fettle the ~ 
Fees to be taken by all the Officers and Servants of their 

. ha S I . All Mr Wyndham Houfe~ and to examme w t a aries or O"-ances they !Doves for appomt· 

had from the Government, and to report the fame, with i:!~i:r~~r~~-
their Opinion thereupon, to the Haufe. :t ~e ~ees or 

Hereupon Sir W .illiam Y onge (poke as follows~ ou e. 

S. Debate thereon. 
tr, 

c Confidering how much Bufinefs of great Confequence sit w. Yongc. 

now lies, or may probably come before this Houfe during 
the Courfe of this Seffion of Parliament, I do not think that 
we ought to take up the ·Time of the Houfe with any 
Matters of fuch a trilling Nature. If any Complaint had 
been made to us of any 1 Exactions or exorbitant Fees taken 
by any of our Officers or Servants, it Would have been -our 
Duty to have inquired into it, and to have given all pro-
per Redrefs ; but as there has been no fuch Complaint made, 
at leaft I have heard of none, I can fee no Reafon why w• 
ought to enter at prefent into fuch an Inquiry. 

To this Mr Wyndham reply'd: MrW)'IIdbam. 

Sir, 
c I made this Motion, not expeaing ~indeed that it would 

have been oppofed by any Gentleman in the Haufe, and 
therefore I did not think it was necelfary for me to give any 
Reafons for making the Motion; but now that I am called 
upon, I muft fay, I believ~, Sir, it is well known, that there 
are very great Complaints without Doors of the extravagant 
Charges and Expences, that People are obliged to be at in 
paffmg private Bills, or in carrying any other Bu.fintfs through 
either Haufe of Parliament ; I do not know where the Fault 
lies, perhaps it may be in the other Houfe, but let them 
look to themfelves, we ought at leaft to take Care that there 
be no Ground for any fuch Complaint in our Haufe. We 
are not to wait till a regular Complaint be made ; few will 
venture to complain in Form, becaufe no Man knows how 
foon he may be obliged to come back again ; and when any 
ExaCtions are made, they. are .fingly con.fider'd fo incon
.fiderable, that no Man thinks it worth his while to complain ; 
but many Trifles amount to a Sum, and fuch Things gene
rally grow worfe and worfe when not Iook'd after and' in
quired into : If there be any Evil, what I have propofed will 
be an effectual Remedy ; I fhall be forry if my Motion is 
not agreed· to ; but I will at leaft have the Pleafure of hav
ing made it, and thereby done what was in my Power for 
preventing any Evil that may enfue. · 

Upon this Mr Speaker flood up, ·q.nd fpoke as follows, Mr Speaker. 

Gentlemen, 
~ Since my Time, I know of no Exafiions nor any exor-

V o L. II. S bitanC 
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Anni!l ~· eto. n. bitant Fees that have been taken ; I have been as careful as 
~ poffible in this Point, and have always made as clofe In

quiries as I could. I remember fame Time ago, I found 
that a Guinea was ufually given to my Secretary, upon the 
giving out the Warrant for Writs, whereas the old Fee was 
but ten Shillings ; I thereupon ordered exprefly, that he 
fh.ould not receive any more upon fuch Occafion than the 
old Fee of ten Shillings ; and to prevent all Pretence of giv
ing or taking what is commonly called Expedition-Money, 
I ordered, that even this Fee fhould not be charged or paid 
till after the EleClion was made, and the Oaths taken upon 
the Return of the Writs. I likewife have obferved, that 
the Clerk of Committees ufually got a Guinea, in place of the 
old Fee of I 3 s. and 4 d. This I alfo have endeavoured to 
reffify, though it muft be granted that in moft Cafes, even a 
Guinea is a Reward fmall enough for his Trouble and At
tendance upon fnch Occaftons. But I believe that this Mo
tion was made, not fo much on account of any Abufes that 
have been lately committed, as to prevent any fuch in Time 
to come, which ought to be every Gentleman·s Care, and 
fhall be mine, in particular, as long as I have the Honour to 
be in the Place where I am. 

Mr Sandya. Mr Sandys fpoke next: 
Sir, 

~ I am perfuaded, that it has always been your particular 
Care, that no Impofitions fhould be made upon any of the 
Subjefls, who have happened to have any Bufinefs. before this 
Houfe ; and I believe no Gentleman thinks that we have any 
Occafion for {uch a Committee, as hath been propofed, on ac
count of any late Exactions or exorbitant Fees ; but now that 
an Inquiry into the Fees taken by our own Servants has been 
propofed, I am afraid it may be fome Imputation upon us, 
no't to agree to the Motion. Confi.dering how many Years 
ago it is, fmce the Fees to be taken by the Servants of this 
Houfc have been fettled,- I do not doubt but that fome of 
them may now be found to be too fmall ; and if this Affair 
·be referred to a Committee, I think they ought to increafe 
thofe which they judge to be too fmall, as well as to diminifh 

·thofe which they may think excravagant. 
Mr w. Plumer. After him Mr Walter Plumer faid, 

Sir, 
~ I look upon this Motion to be a very proper one at pre

fent, and I hope the Houfe will agree to it ; becaufe I think,. 
Sir, we ought to fearch whether or no there be a Beam in 
our cwn Eye in order to pull it out, before we begin to puU 
out the Mote that is in another's. I prefume the honour
able Gentleman, who made this Motion, made it only as a 
Prelude to ~omething ef more Confequence ; I hope, after 

we 
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we have examined into, and fettled the Fees to be taken by Ann.,~. ceo. u. 
our own Clerks and Servants, we fuall next proceed to ex- •;-:•-;:z.. 
amine into, and fettle the Fees to be taken by the Officers, ~ 
Clerks and Servants of <tA our Courts of Law. .As to the 
Fees of this Houfe, I do not know what may be the Cafe, 
but I am fure that the other is a very great Grievance, and 
loudly complained of by the whole Nation. We have had 
printed Lifts of all thofe Fees laid before us : As yet we have 
gone no farther but only to receive them; but thofe who 
brought them in have gone a little farther ; th.ay think they 
may now, by Authority of Parliament, exatl: all the Fees, at 
leaft, that are mentioned in thofe Lifts, and from thence they 
have taken Occafion, even to encreafe feveral of their Fees 
much beyond what they had formerly any Authority for ; 
fo that unlefs we proceed farther, and make fome. proper Re-
gulations as to all thofe Lifts of Fees that have been laid be .. 
fore us, we have by calling for the114 done rather an Injury 
than a Service to our Country. I iliall therefore be for agree.. 
ing to the Motion now made, on purpofe that we may, with 
Decency, proceed to the inquiring into and fettling the Fees, 
that are to be taken in all the Courts of Law, and other Of-
fices in the Nation. 

Th~n· Mr Winnington ftood up, and faid, Mr w~ 
Su, 

' According to the Order of this Houfe, a Lift of the Fees, 
ufua11y taken by every Clerk and Servant belonging thereto~ 
has been f:?rought in, and has been, I believe, perufed by 
moft Members of the Houfe. I do not hear that any Ob
jeflion is made to any of them, or tlJ,at it is pretended that 
more has been at any Time taken ; I therefore do not fee 
what Ufe there is for a Committee in this Affair ; I believe 
if we order them to be printed, and Copies to be ftx•d up in 
the publick Offices belonging to the Houfe, it will be fuffici
ent for preventing any exorbitant Demands in Time to come, 
and will be as effeflual as any thing that can be done by a 
Committee. I fuppofe the Gentlemen have fome farther 
. Defign in this Matter ; but if they have, I think they may 
proceed upon it, witl1out giving the Houfe any needleff 
Trouble as to the Committee now moved for. 

To this Mr Pulteney anfwer'd, Mr ,v, Pulte&!'.r~ 
Sir, 

~ I was not at all in the Secret as to this Motion ; I did 
not know any Thing of what farther Defign there may be, 
fo that I am fure I cannot in this Affair be any way a Blab
ber. I agree whh the honourable Gentleman who fpoke: 
laft, as to the ordering the Lift of Fees to be printed ; let 
th~m be printed and publilhed, and if my worthy Friend 

S 1- pleafcs. 
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Anno f· ceo. u. plea(es, let them be printed in the Frtt Brit~11 • too : But I 
~ cagnot think, Sir, that we ought to reft fatisfied with the Lift: 
· delivered, without inquiring any farther about the Matter; 

becaufe a Lift of Fees has been dehvered in, we are not fure
Jy from thence to conclude, that no greater Fee has ever been 
taken than what is mentioned in that Lift : Exachons are al~ 
ways made in a private clandethne Manner ; fuch Secrets 
may be difcovered by a Committee, but we are not to ex· 
pea that ever the 4<\uthors of fuch will, in a publick Man
ner, come voluntarily and give the Haufe an Information of 
the Crimes they have been guilty of. It is well known how 
terrible Parliamentary Inquiries are to thofe who have been 
guilty of any Iniquity; and though by the Inquiry no"' moved 
for, no Iniquity fhall be difcovered, yet the Terror of it 
wi11 remain, and will be a Bar to Extortion for a long Time. 
to come." 

A Petition of Sir 
Tho. Lombe re-
1atin.g to hi& Silk• 
£ll&Ule. 

Mr Perry's M"'" 
t!on for referring 
the fame to a 
Committo:;;e. 

Then the ~eftion being put, it was carried in the Affir .. 
mative, and a Committee was appointed accordingly. 

The fame Day a Petition was prefented by Sir Thomas 
Lombe, alledging, ' That he had, at his own Expence, and . 
with the utmoft Difficulty and Hazard, difcovered and intro
duced into this Kingdom the Art of making fine Italian Or .. 
ganzine or Thrown-Silk out of fine Raw-Silkt by large& .. 
gines of a moil curious and intricate Structure, which Com
modity was abfolu~ly neceffary to carry on our Silk-Weav .. 
ing Trade, and was formerly bought with out: Money, ready 
work'd in Italy: That his late M;ijefty had granted him a 
Patent for the fole making and ufing the faid Engines for the 
Term of 1 4 Years ; but that fevera) Years of the faid Ter!l'\ 
was expired before he could fini1h the faid Engine, and by 
reafon of other Difficulties, the whole Term was almoft ex. 
pired before he could bdng the Manufacture to PerfeClion ; 
and therefore praying that the Houfe would take his Cafe 
into Confideration, and grant him a farther Term of Years 
for the fole making and ufing the faid Engines, or fuch other 
Recompence or Rel;ef, as to the Houfe fhall feem meet.' 

Upon this Mr Perry ftood up and faid, ' That he knew 
that the Petitioner had been at a very great Trouble and Ex .. 
pence about the fetting up of that Engine ; and that a great 
Part of the Term granted by the Patent had paffed, before 

Pebatr: therecln. any Advantage could be made of that moft ufeful Invention,. 
and therefore he moved, That the Petition fhould be referred 

Mr O~:,lcthorp. to the Confideration of a Committee. • Mr Oglethorp added,. 
' That fi.nce the Petitioner had, at his own Expence and 
Hazard, introduced a moft ufeful and necdfary Man"faaurf?. 

into 



( 141 ) 

into this Kingdom, he certainly ought to- meet with all pro- Anno s. ceo. n. 
per Encouragement: That one Engine was now fet up and ~ 
futifhed in the Town of Derby, by which that whole County 
was improved, and many of their Pror employed, who pro-
bably would have otherways been a Burden upon their re-
{peaive ParHhes : Therefore he feconded the Motion for re-
ferring the Petition to a Committee. • Hereupon Sir Thomas Sir Tho,~ 
Afton faid, ' That Patents had always been look~d -upon 
as' prejudicial to the Trade and Manufatlures of this 
Kingdom, more ef pecially when continued for any long Term 
of Years ; for which Reafon their Ance~ors had been fo 
wife, as to make a Law againft the granting of any Patent 
for a longer Term than t 4 Years ; and it would be a dan-
gerous Precedent for them to prolong the Term, or to grant 
a new Term to any Patentee : That . the Petitioner had en-
joyed the Benefit of his Pat~t feveral Years, had carried on 
a vaft Trade under the fame, and had thereby acquired a 
great deal of Riches, which he thought was a fufficient 
Recompence for the Charge or Hazard he had been at : 
That the prolonging of the Term would not only be to pre-
vent the Nation's making any Benefit of that Invention, but 
alfo to give the Petitioner a farther Opportunity of difturb-
ing all other Inventions, Works. or Engines, any way refem-
bling his, which would be a great Difcouragement to all new 
Improvements or Manufactures, and confequently of dan-
gerous Confequence to the Trade of this Nation; therefore 
he could not but be againft even referring the Petition to the 
Confi.deration of a Committee.' Sir John Rufhout faid, str John lluthouz. 

~ That as no Man was intitled to a Patent, but he who intro-
duced fome new Invention or Manufatlure into the Kingdom, 

Lhe did not know, whether the Petitioner had at firft any Title 
to a Patent ; for that to his Knowledge there had been, in the 
Parith where he lived, fome fuch Manufaaure for upwards 
of thirty Years. However, fuppofing that the Petitioner 
had at firfi: a good Title to a Patent, yet he could not think 
that there was any Rea{on for renewing the Term; but as 
all thefe things would properly come under the Cognizance 
of the C9mmittee, therefore he would not be againfi: refer
ring the Petition to the Confideration of a Committee. • 

Hereupon Mr Perry ftood up again, and fpoke as follows : Mr Perry. 
Sir, 

• The Petitioner, Sir Thomas Lombe, happening to have 
a Brother whofe Head is extremely well turned for the Me
chanick~, and both of them being well informed of the grea~ 
Charge, that this Nation was yearly put to in the Purchafe of 
that Sort of Italian Thrown-Silk call'd Organzine, and that 
the fame was all made within the Dominions of Savoy, .by 
!Jle Means of a large and curious Engine which had been fet 
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Aano ~. t:eo. n. up and kept at work for many Years in that Country, but 
~ had been kept fo fecret, that no other Nation 'could ever yet 

come at the Invention; they refolved to make an Attempt 
for the bringing of this Invention into their own Country. 
They knew that there would be great Difficulty and Danger 
in this Undertaking, becaufe the King of Sardinia had made 
it Death for any Man to difcover this Invention, or attempt 
to carry it out of his Dominions; however, the Petitioner's 
Brother refolved to venture his Perfon for the Benefit and 
Advantage o( his Native Country, and Sir Thomas was re
folved to venture his Money, and to fmnifh his Brother with 
whatever Sums fhould be necefi'ary for executing fo bold and 
fo generous a Defign. His Brother went accordingly over to 
Italy, and after a long Stay, and a great Expence in that 
Country, he found Means to fee this -Engine fo often, and to 
pry into the Nature of it fo narrowly, that he made himfelf 
Maller of the whole Invention, and of all the different 
Parts and Motions belonging thereto. After his Return to 
England, Sir Tho~s, who knew the Excel1ency of his Bro
ther's Genius, and could depend upon his Word, was con
vinced that he was fully Mafter of the Thing, and therefore 
he chearfully agreed to fupply whatever Expence ihould be 
neceffiu-y for fetting it up in England ; but that he might 
have the fame Advantage, that other Perfons have and are 
intitled unto upon fuch Occafions, he ·applied and got a 
Grant of a Patent from his late Majelly in the Year 1 718. 
This Engine is fo large, and there are fo many Wheels, Mo" 
tions, Spindles, and other things belonging to it, that it 
was three Years after he had obtained his Patent, before he 
could poffibly finifh the Engine. After the fini1hing thereof, 
he could make no Benefit chereby, tiU he had procured and 
inftrufied a fuflicient Number of Perfons how to work the 
fame; and before he could do this, his Sardinian Majefty 
had got an Account that the Engine was fet up in England. 
and he was fo fenfible of the Difadvantage it would be to his 
Country, to have that Sort of Thrown-Silk made in any 
other Part of the World, that he immediately prohibited the 
Exportation of Raw-Silk out of his Country ; and before 
Sir Thomas could fall upon any way of getting a fufficient 
<l.!:!antity of Raw-Silk fiole out of that Country, fo as to 
make any Advantage of his Engine, the Term of his Patent 
was within a very few Years of being expired, from which 
we may conclude that it is impoffible, that he could as yet 
have got a fufficient Recompence for the Hazard and Ex· 
pence that he has been at. There might have been before. 
there may be frill, fome other Sorts of Twift·Silk made in 
England ; but there never was any fuch as Organzine made, 
nor was 'here ever any filch Engine in Ep~and, as this that 
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has been brought in ~2nd fet up by the Petitioner and his Bro- AnRI! f. Ceo. n. 
ther. Thofe who are expert in the Silk-Manufatlures know~ 
well the Difference between the Organzine and any other 
Sort of Twifted-Silk, but Gentlemen wha have not narrowly 
examined into the Affair may be miftaken ; but as to the En~ 
gine, the Difference between it and ~ny other may ~ eafily 
difcovered: It is a very large Engine, which is nrft moved 
)ly Water, by the Means of which firft Motion a great many 
Wheels and Spindles are fet a moving, and thereby great 
~antities of Silk are twilled in a much finer Manner, and 
by much fewer Hands, than can poffibly be done by any 
Engine that was ever yet invented. 

Mr Barnard fpoke next: 
Sir, 

' The chief Reafon why the Petitioner has never yet been 
able to. make any great Advantage of his Invention is, that 
no Raw-Silk is proper for his Purpofe but the Italian, fo 
that he could have but very little, except what was privately 
fiole out of,. the Dominions of Savoy. He has been at the 
Expence of .making feveral Experiments of the Turky Raw
Silk, but has always found that it is impoffible to make good 
Organzine of that Sort of Silk. He has likewife tried the 
Raw-Silk brought from China, and he finds that it would 
do as well as the Italian, but then the Company keeps it at 
fo hlgh a Price, that it will not anfwer ; what may be the 
Reafon of the Company's keeping that Silk fo dear, I know 
not ; I can find no other Reafon for it, but only . the great 
Profits that Company are refolved to make of every thing, 
which they have an exclu:five Privilege for dealing in. I am 
fure they purchafe it in the Country at a very cheap Rate,. 
and the Danger or Expence of bringing it . Home cannot be 
fo great, but that they may fell it at a more reafonable 
Price. The Petitioner has likewife made fome Experiments 
of the Raw-Silk that has been produced from Carolina, 
which has anfwer'd extremely well; and if there were enough 
of it, we fhould not perhaps be obliged to lay out fo much 
of the Nation's Money on the Purchafe of Italian Raw-Silk,. 
nor fhould we have Occafion to trouble ourfelves much abo\lt 
the prohibiting of the Exportation of thei:f Raw-Silk • but 
as yet there is but very little Silk produced from Caro
lina, fo that the Petitioner could not make any Advantage 
thereby. I do not know what this Houfe may judge to be 
.a proper Recompence to the Petitioner, for the Hazard and 
Expence he has been at ; but whatever Refolutions may be 
made in this Affair, all poffible Care ought to be taken for 
preventing the Invention's being carried out of this Country. 
If we can keep our Neighbours from ftealing it from usl it 
will be a grcit Enc:ouracrem~nt to feveral Branchos of our 
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Anno J. Geo. u. Silk·Manuf"aaure Trade ; we !hall have the Benefit at leaR: 
~ of fupplying moft of them with that Sort of Thrown-Silk 

called Organzine.· 
Mr O&lethorp. Then Mr Oglethorp ftood up again, and fai~ 

Sir, 
~ The All: for confining the King's Patents to the Term 

of 1 + Years, was made in the Reign of King James L 
The Bubbles and Monopolies which were erected, and the 
many Enormities which were committed about that 
Time and for fome Years before, had become a publick 
Grievance, and was loudly exclaimed at; and the Reafon 
for making that Law, was to prevent the fetting. up of any 
fuch Bubbles or Monopolies for the future. The Petitioner 
has never fo much as endeavoured to. make a Bubble of his 
AJfair, nor has he ever grafped at the fetting up of any un
lawful Monopoly. He pretends to nothing elfe but what 
every Author of a new Invention is reafonably intitled unto, 
that is, to have the fole Ufe of his own Invention for fo 
long a Time, as may be a juft Recompence to him for the 
Hazard and Expence he has been at, in bringing his Inventiou 
to Perfeaion. If he can 1hew to this Houfe, that he has 
not yet had fuch a Recompence as is fufficient, we are not 
confined by the former Law ; we not only may, but we ought, 
to bring in a Bill for prolonging the Term of his Patent, 
cr we ought to grant him fuch other Recompence as may lx! 
deemed proper and reafonable. Raw-Silk may be bought 
even in this Country for 16 s. per Pound, but when that 
very Raw-Silk is rnanufatl:ured and made Organzine, it fells 
for 24 s. per Pound ; the Difference, which is fifty per Cent. 
is all clear Money got to the Nation ; the 8 s. per Pound, 
which is added to the Price of that Commodity, is all clear 
Gain to us, becaufe it is added by the •Labour and Ipduftry 
of our own People ; and fince this Gain can be made only 
by the Means of this Engine, we muft grant that this Gen
tleman has, at his own Hazard and Charge, brought home a 
very ufeful and profitable Branch of Trade to his owa 
Country, for which he certainly deferves a Recompence. If 
he can fhew that he has not as yet a ,Recompence by means 
of the Patent granted to him, either becaufe of Lhe Diffi
culty of bringing his Invention to PerfeCtion, or becaufe of 
inevitable Accidents that have occurred, his Cafe ought to 
be confidered ; and the only proper Way to inquire into this 
Matter, is to refer his Petition to the Confideration of a 
Comuittee. 

Mr J, DJUllUilllllcL . Then Mr John Drummond, Member for Perth, faid, 
Sir, 

' I !ball only take Notic.e that fince the Time that this. 
~entleman's Invention was brought to Perfe~on, our Ex· 
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ports of Gold and Silver Lace have increafed to a great De- Anno~· 4eo. II. 

gree ; the Reafon of which is, that the Sort of Twift or ~ 
Thrown-Silk, that is made ·by the means of his Engine, is 
the only proper Silk that can be made ufe of in the Manu-
facture of Gold and Silver Lace; and we having now that 
Sort of Silk in much greater Plenty, and much cheaper 
than we ever had it before, our Manufatlurers in fudt I.aces 
have been able to fell thofe Manufatlures much cheaper th;m 
they were ever fold before in this Country, from whence 
has proceeged the great Increafe of our Exports of that 
Commodity; and when there are fuch ~antities exported, 1 

we may depend upon it that there is very little, if any, im-
ported, notwithftanding that there is perhaps more of it now 
wore in this Country than ever was before. This I take 
Notice of, Sir, becaufe I look upon it as an Improvement 
in our Manufaa:ures, that is entirely owing to this Gentle· 
man's Invention. • 

Then the above Petition was referred to the Con:fideration 14.,ooot gl'll\t d 
of a Committee : A Bill paffed afterwards, in this Sel.lion, for ~o sEirTho. Lo~be 
all · s· h b I E 10r ncouragement owmg If T om as Lorn e 1 4,000 . as an ncourage- of !1is lnv<:ntion of 

ment for his ufeful Invention, but without Renewing his a Stlk-Engw:. 

Patent. 
The Haufe having refolv'd itfelf into a Grand Committee, Motion rargrantinr 

r.d r h f h S l M . d rrh zs,J4.8l.z.,.forout· to conn er rart er o t e upp y, a ot1on was rna e, at PenJianers of Chelj 

:Z),348 /. z s. be granted to his Majefty, u.pon Account for fea-Hofpital. 

Out-Penftoners of Chelfea-Hofpital for the Year 173 2 ; Debate thereon. 

which being feconded, Mr Pulteney fpoke on that Occafion Mr w.PQ!tcner.
as follows: 

Sir, 
~ l do not now rife up to make any Motion; but I 

think I am, in Duty to -my Country, in Duty to thofe 
who do me the Honour to give me a Place in this Houfe~ 
bound to take Notice of fame Accounts or Eilimates 
which have been laid before us, and which to me feem 
to be fomewhat extraordinary. I muft in general ob
ferve, that the Eftimates of the Publick Expence increaie 
every Y:ear: From Year to Year there is always iome new 
Article to be provided for, or fome Addition made to the 
old. If we at any Time get free of an extraordinary Charge, 
it always leaves fome Marks behind it ; there is always fome 
Part pf it remains. and is continued to be a Burden upon 
the People: Thefe finall Remains may b~ by fome thought 
too iqconfiderable to be taken Notice of, but to me nothing 
feems to be inconfiderable that is a Charge upon the People ; 
thefe fmall Remains and thefe . annual Additions, by thus 
yearly increafing, may' come at !aft to be a Burden too heavy 
to be borne. 

Y o L. !I. T ' I cannot 
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.AM!l ~- tkll. Jl, f I cannot now omit taking Notice of the Article or 
~ Chelfea College ; by the , Eftimate now laid before us, that 

Article appears to be heavier than it was laft Year. During 
the laft War this 'Nation maintained near zoo,ooo Men, of 
which near go,ooo were National Troops, yet towards the 
End of that War, the Penfioners of Chelfea College did not 
amount to above zoo~ whereas if we include the Regiment 
of Invalids, and the feveral Independent Com~anies of In
valids, they now amount to above 4000 Men. I do nQt 
doubt but the Conunifiioners do whatever they can to exa· 
Jlline, and to admit none l:iut thofe, who by the Rules of that 
Hofpital appear to be intided to be taken in. I likewife 
kno~ how many Solicitations they muft daily meet with, 
and · how hard it is in moft Caf~s to refufe them ; yet for 
the Sake of their Country they ought to be extremely cau
tious in this R~fpeB: ; there may be many who are by the 
Rules intitled tb be taken in, and yet are not proper Obje& 
of Charity and Compaffion either publick or private. I 
"know,· Sir, tha• there is a Spirit, among the Officers of the 
Army, for having all their Regiments look well to the Eye; 
there is a fort of Emulation among them, who fhall have 
the moft young and the heft loo~'d FeUows in their Regi· 
ment: This is the Caufe that many a brave old Soldier is 
difcharged, in order to make room for a fpruce young Fel. 
low, who cafl powder his llair and drefs fo as to make~ 
good Appearance upon a Day of Review, though the old 
Man be perhaps the better Soldier of the two; and not qnly 
willing but able to ferve his Country for many Years ; yet 
he is difcharged as unfit for S~rvic~ and brought in ~ a 
Penfione.J;~upon Chelfea-College : They are admitled intQ the 
CoHege as Men old and infirm, yet when once they are got 
in, they feem to be immortal ; their Numbers never decreafe ; 
furely there are many of thofe immortal old Men who live 
fo long as idle Penfioners of Chelfea College, that might 
have ferved for a gr~t Part of that Time as good Soldiers 
even in a ma,rching Regiment, more .efpecia.Ily i~ Time of 
Peace, when there is not the leaft Occafion for their being 
obliged to undergo any ~reat Fatigues ~ their Duty cannot 
be extraordinary, and their Marches may.be made as eafy 
as they pleafe. I remember. that at the laft Scrutiny which 
:was made into the Affairs of that Hdfpita11 in which a Right 
Honourable Perfon had a principal Concern, above one half 
of the Perfons, whofe Names were entered as Penfioners, 
wuld not poffibly be found ; and of thofe who were en
tered as Letter-Men, there were above 100, which was at 
leaft one half, difcharged ; I do not indeed know why the~e 
:fhauld- be any entered in that CharaCter_. I do 1\Q.t (ee d~t 
t.he.rc is an:y Ne~~ffit_.r fQr ~~-- . · . 
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' We have heard, Sir, a great deaJ of the fine Roads late• Anno ~· eco. u. 

1y made through the Highlands of Scotland, and I do not doubt ~ 
af their being fuch as they have been reprefented ; nor do 
l doubt but that the Gentleman, who had the Ov~rfight and 
Direilion of them, has taken Care to execute the Defign 
as faithfully and as frugally as was poffible ; but I cannot 
fee what it was that made fuch a Delign fo abfoiutely ne
ce1fary : Thefe Highlanders, it is true, were made appear 
terrible before they were known, bnt after we got a little 
more into their Acquaintance, they appeared to be but Men; 
and after they were difarmed, I cannot fee that there was 
any great Ocufion for this extraordinary Expence, for which 
I find there is now charged about the Sum of 1 o,ooo I. but 
fmce we have been at this extraordinary and unneceffary Ex-
pence, and· that the Highlands are thert;by made acceffible, 
whenever we have a mind to fend any Troops into that 
Country, there is certainly no farther Occafion for the fix 
Highland Companies, which are kept up only for preferving 
the Peace of that Country; thefe Six Companies amount tCJ 
above 500 Men, and the maintaining of them cofts the Pub-
lick much above sooo I. yearly; this Expence may certainly 
be now faved, and all the Service they do, or can poffibly 
do, may for the future be performed by Detachments from 
the Regiments, which are ,kept in that Part of the Hland. 
Thefe Things, Sir, I thought myfelf obliged to take Notice 
of, but I lhall make no Motion, only I hope that they will 
be ferioufly confidered, and that "·II proper 1\lethods will be 
taken for lelteni~g the Publick Charge as much as poffible.' 

Hereupon Sir William Strickland J~ood up and~faid, 
Sir, 

' I have had the Honour to ferve for fome time at the 
Board, for admitting Penfioners into Chelfe:.l·J:rofpital ; I 
can anfwer for it, that in all my Time, and I believe I may 
fay for feveral Years before, all imaginable· Care has been 
taken, to admit none but thofe who were jufi1y intitled to 
that pu blick Charity, or rather that publick Reward for long 
and faithful Services : None have' ever been admitted but 
!uch as had been difabled in the Serv.N:e, or fuch as had ferv
ed their Country for at Jeaft twenty Years, and were dif· 
charged as unfit for farther Service. The Soldiers have always 
been obliged to bring. Certificates from their Officers of the 
Time of their Service, or of the Manner of their having been 
difabled in the Service. We ha~e been fo cautious, that we 
have made the Fellows ftrip to the Skin, that we might ex .. 
amine them the more narrowly, and might be the better able 
to judge whether they were aaually difahled and unfit for 
any farther Service ; and after fu'h a ftriet Inquiry. we 
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could not in Confcience, we could not in Humanity, re
fufe to admit them. 

Sir John Rufhout fpoke next : 
Sir, 

' It does Jppear ftrange to me, that notwithftanding our 
long Peace, the Number of thofc Penfioners, and the Charge 
the Publick is put to for maintaining them, fhould be every 
Day increafing : Twenty Years Services I muft grant to be 
a long Term, but yet it is not always a proper ~alification; 
if a Man enters young into the Service, which moil do, he 
may have been a Soldier for twenty Years, and yet very fit 
for Service, or for any Day Labour ; and if fuch a Man be 
difcharged, I fee no Reafon why the Publick fhou)d be 
obliged to maintain him ; he may work for his daily Bread. 
,..fhe Publick ought not to encourage any Man to live idle,. 
if he can poffibly earn a Subfiftance by his daily Labour : I 
believe, Sir, there are many, who are now Penfioners of Chel
fea-Hofpita1, who have Wives and Children, and who not 
only can, but do earn as much by their Labour as might 
maintain them and their Families ; what they have from the 
Publick only contributes to encourage and fupport their Ex
'travagance : That Hofpital was never defigned for fuch 
Men ; it was defigned as a charitable Relief only for thofe, 
whQfe great Age, or great Sufferings in the publick Service, 
:had rendered utterly incapable of maintaining themfelves by 
their daily Labour, and fuch only can regularly be admitted 
as Penfioners upon the Publick 

To this Mr Pelham anfwer'd; 
Sir, 

' I have had the Honour to be one of the Chelfea-Board 
for fame Years, and am very certain that ever fince I had 
any Concern in it, there have been few or no lmpofitions ever 
put upon the Commiffioners ; I could never indeed difcovel" 
that any one Man was admitted, who was not juftly intitled 
thereto. The worthy Gentleman, who fpoke lafi:, is miftaken, 
if he thinks, that the Number of the Penfioners of that Col
lege is this Year increafed, upon the contrary the Number is 
diminifhed: There are twenty·two Penfioners Icfs this Year 
than there were the !aft ; it is true, the Sum charged for 
that Hofpital is larger now than it was laft Year, hut that 
proceeds from this being Leap· Year, fo that there is a Day's 
SubfiHance for the whole Number of Penfioners more than 
there was I ail Year, which amounts to a much larger Sum 
than the Savings, by the Decreafe in the Number of Penfi
oners, does amount to. 

' As for the great Increafe of Penfioners upon that Ccl
lege within thefe few Years pail, it is very eafy to account 
for it, becaufe ther~ wer~ fom~ time ago two Qr three Regi

mer.ts 



( 149 ' 
ments brought over from Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, that 
had been in Garrifon in thofe two Places for 1 5 or 16 Years, 
in all which time there had been' few or no Men difcharged 
upon account of Age or Infirmity, from either of thofe 
Regiments ; the Reafon of which, I fuppofe, was the great 
Expence of fending them borne, and carrying' over frefh Re
c.ruits in their room : Thefe Soldiers having but very little 
Fatigue, the Offi~ers found Means to make them perform 
all the Duty that was required of them, while they remained 
in Garrifon ; b~t upon their being brought home, the Change 
of the Air, added to their own Age and Infirmities, made 
moft of them entirely ·unfit for a March, or for any Duty 
whatever; and it being then eafy for the Officers to fupply 
their Places with young Men that were fit for Service, great 
Numbers of them were difcharged, fo that I may fay, that 
the moft Part of thofe two or three Regiments came all upon 
the Hofpital at once. Another Reafon, Sir, that has con
tributed much to the Increafe of thofe Penuoners, is, that 
there is as yet but a very bad Provifton for decayed Soldiel"9 
in the Hofpital jn Ireland, which is the Caufe, that whenever 
any Regiment is brought over from that Country in the 
Courfe of Changing, the old and difabled Men, who while in 
Ireland, did all they could to conceal their Age or Infirmity,. 
then begin to folicite, and often obtain a Difcharge and Cer
tificate from their Officer, in order to get themfelves entered 
as Penfioners in Chel fca College : This has been a Sort of 
Grievance, but his Majefty is doing all he can to get it 
reaify'd, as he does with refpeCl to every Grievance as foon 
as ever he difcovers it ; and it is to be hoped, that he will 
nave Succefs in his Endeavours as to this. 

c The worthy Gentleman was in the right, when he faid, 
that twenty Years Service was not always a proper ~alifica
tion ; ·it is not always allowed of as fuch ; I have myfelf 
known feveral Examples, when a fturdy well·looked Man has 
come with a proper Difcharge and Certincate from his Offi
cer, in order to be admitted upon the College, that the Board. 
have been fo far from admitting him, that they examined him 
as to the Method of his obtaining his Difcharge, and if it ap
peared, that he had folicited the famef they have abfolutely 
refufed to admit him ; upon the other hand, if it appear· 
e.d that he had not folicited his Difcharge, but was willing 
tb continue in the Service, the Board has fent him back to 
the Regiment, with Orders to his Officer to receive him. 

~ As to the new Roads made through the Highlands of 
Scotland, they are certainly of great Ufe not only to that 
Country, but to the whole Nation, becaufe of the eafy Accefs 
that is thereby made to and from the Country; and the ~
pen'e will appear to be very fmall, when compared with the 
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Anno J. Geo.u. great Charges, that have formerly been brought in, for march.; 
~ in~ Detachmen~s thr?ugh that Country; one would be fur• 

pr1zed to fee the DifFerence between the Sums charged for 
the making of thofe Roads, and the vaft Sums charged for 
fome of thofe Marches ; and whoever will be at the pains to 
compare them together, muft gra~t, that the honourable 
Gentleman, who had the Dire&on of m~king thofe Roads, 
has taken the utmoft Care to fee the Defign executed in the 
moft faithful and frugal Manner, and that he has thereby 
done a Piec~ of fignal Service to his Country and to POf-
terity. · 

MrW. ~Y· Then Mr Pultehey replied as follows : 
Sir, . 

c I doubt not but all necelfary Precautions ate taken, at 
prefent, as to the admitting of Penftoners upon that College, 
but whatever StriClnefs may be obfe.rved in the Inquiries as 
to that Affair, there may notwithftanding now and then an 

· Impofition happen ; I believe the Inquiries were made as 
ftri8:Iy formerly as they are now, yet I know that fome 
Years ago there was one Fellow got himfelf admitted a Pen
fioner, as havin& had two of his Ribs broke by a Cannon 
Ball, though it was afterwards difcovered that the Fellow's 
Ribs were brokl by a fall from a Houfe, when he was ferv
ing the Builders as a Day-Labourer. The Roads made in 
the Highlands may be very good, that Country may be 
thereby rendered acceffi.ble, but certainly the more eafy Ac
cefs is made thereto, the lefs necellary it is to keep up the In
dependent Companies ; and :fince we have been at the Expencc 
of ma,king the Country acceffible, we may be relieved from 
the Charge of maintaining thofe Companies. 1 believe i£ 
tl¥e Cafe were examined into, there is not fo much Money 
raifed for the publick Service in all that Country, as will pay 
only thofe Independent Companies, and I do not fee any 
Reafon why the reft of the Nation lhould be' put to any far ... 
ther Expence that way ; I have not as yet heard any Reafon 
given for it, nor has there any Anfwer been made to my 
Objetl:ion·againft that Article of the publick J'.ccounts. I 
know that, when Accounts have been demanded of the Pro
duce of any Branch of the Revenue in that Country, a Right 
Honourable Perfon has been fometimes pleafed to be faceti
ous, and anfwer in the Exchequer Term Nichil, but fuch 
Affairs are a little too ferious to be made a Joke of. I have 
no great Reafon at prefent to expefl any ReduCtion in our 
Standing-Army ; but before I leave this Subjea, I muft 
beg leave to add, that if ever this Nation does arrive at the 
Happinefs of feeing a Reduttion, I hope his Majefty will take' 
Care that entire Corps fhall be reduced; for wh~n Reduction 
is made in the Method lately obferved, that is1 by diiba?d-

lDi; 



( 'sr > 
ing (o many Men in a Company, the old Men only are di{. Anno J. ceo. n. 
charged, and as foon as they are difcharged as Soldiers, they ~ 
enter as Penfioners upon CheJfea-College, fo that the Publick: 
can never fave much by any fuch Reduetion. 

Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ftood up, and faid, Sir 'R. Walpole. 

su, • 
c I am furpriz,d to hear O~jeaions made againft the Arti, 

cles now mentioned ; they reilly feem to be made for the 
Sake of Humour only ; every one of the Articles that have 
been objeaed againft is in itfelf fo neceJfary, and fo much 
Care has been taken in every one of them to reduce the Pub
lick Expence as low as pofiible, that it would feem as if 
Gentlemen were refolved to find Fault with fomething. As 
to the Article of Chelfea-College, I am perfuaded, that aU 
poffible Care has been taken to fave the Publick Money ; no 
Man has been lately admitted, but one who appeared plainly 
to be either a Man who was grown old or iruirm, or one 
who was adually difabled in the Service of his Country ; 
fuch furely are Objefts of the Publick Charity ; and no Man 
who has a Regard for the Service, or for the Honour of his 
Country, will grudge a poor Subfrlbmce to a brave Man, who 
by ferving the Publick has rendered himfelf incapable to ferve 
or provide for himfelf. Twenty Years Service only, is not, 
it never was, a Qg::tlmcation fufficient by itfelf to intitle a 
Man to be admitted as a Penfioner upon Chelfea-College ; 
befides his Service, every Man who comes to be admitted, 
muft have a regular Difcharge from his Officer, and it is not 
to be prefumed that any Officer will difcharge a brave old 
Soldier, as long as he is any way fit for Service, even though 
he were to lofe nothing by fuch a Difcharge ; but we know 
that an Officer is a real Lofer by every Difcharge he grants ; 
what is allowed for Levy-Money is always Fid to the Officer, 
whether he has an Oecafion for any Recruits or no ; if he 
has no Occafion for Recruits, he puts it in his own Pocket~ 
and if the Recruiting of his Regiment comes to more Mo
ney in a Year than the Allowance will anfwer, he muft pay 
the Surplus out of his own Pocket ; can we then imagine 
that any Officer will difcharge an able and a difdplin'd Sol
dier, and thereby put himfelf to a great Charge for a new 
Man·to ~put in his ftead, befides the Trouble and Fatigue 
which the Officer muft undergo to fee fuch new Men trained 
up to Difcipl~e l Su~h a Suppofition plainly appears to be 
unreafonabte. 

c It is very true~: Su, that when I came Jirft into the Board 
for Chelfea-HofpitaJ, which was foon after the late Qgeer~'s 
.F>eath, there was a ftria Scrutiny into the AJfairs o1 that 
Hofpita1, and by the <:;onfequences fuch Scrutiny appeared ~~ 
~f ne~effarr ; fo~ though we found th~ A~c:oWlCII' all fett~~ 
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Anno f· Ceo, u. and 6gned by the former Commiffioners, yet upon Exam ina
~ tion we difcovered, that there were no Iefs than 7000 Names 

put upon the Lift of Chelfea-Penfioners, more than we 
could poffibly lind Perfons to anfwer to, and a great many of 
thofe Perfons who did anfwer to the Names put upon the Lift 
were · Iri1h, who had no 'Title to have been admitted into 
that Hofpital ; yet if the Change had not happened at that 
Time, it is certain that th' whole Money charged would 
have been advanced and paid to tbe Perfons, that were prin
cipally concerned in inferting fo many Forgeries into that 
Lift: : From thence we may judge how neceffary a Scrutiny 
was at that Time, and what a large Sum of Money w~s 
faved to the Publick by fuch Scrutiny. This, Sir, was one 
of the dark Pieces of Management in that Adminiftration,. 
which never could be cleared up, at leaft it was never pub
]ickly avowed what was meant ,thereby. I remember like
wife that at the Time of that Scrutiny, there was a great 
Redut\:ion among the Letter-Men, yet that is no Argument 
that it is not neceffary to have any Letter-Men at all ; it is 
but reafonable that fome poor Fellows, who have ferved long 
as Serjeants or Corporals of Horfe, or Gentlemen Cadees. 
who have had the Misfortune to be difabled in the Service. 
fhould be allowed fome Sort of Diftintlion, and have a little 
more Pay than a common Soldier, efpeciaHy conlidering 
that fuch an Allowance cofis the Publick but a meer 
Trifle. 

' As to the Roads made through the Highlands, I have 
heard them fo much applauded by .every body without Doors. 
and the Sum charged upon that Account is fo inconfiderable, 
that I wonder to hear any Member of this Houfe take No~ 
tice of it. That there was a Neceffity for making fuch 
Roads~ mufl: be evident to every Man who confiders the 
Circumftances of the Nation, and of that Country in parti~ 
lar. It is well known that whenever any Defign was (et on 
Foot againtl: the Government, or any Invafior;t intended, the· 
"fidl: Scene has been always laid in that Country ; that Coun
try was formerly fo inacceffible, that the Enemies of the Go~ 
vernment could fafely land or rendezvous there, and could 
eafily defend themfelvcs till they found an Opportunity of 
coming down to the Low-Country, and railing a Difturbance 
through the whole Nation. It is very true, that the Men 
of that Country are but Men, they are in themfelves no bet
ter than other Men, and were terrible only becaufe they 
could not be come at ; from. their inacccffible Country they 
made Inroads and plundered their Neighbours, and when a 
_fufficient Force was raifed againft them, they. retired again 
and took S1;elter among their inacceilible Rocks and Moun
tains, 'iYl~·e it was unpoffible to come at themi this only 

ma~~ 
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made them terrible, but by the Highways th::tt are now made, ~nno ~- Geo.JI. 

this Caufe of Terror is removed; their Neighbours are mad~ ~ 
c:afy, and that Country \Vi~l no longer be a fafe landing or 
parading Place for thofe "··ho come to attack us, nor will it 
be a fafe Refuge .for thofe who fly from the J uilice of the 
Nation. 

' Though thcfe Roads be now finifhed, and brought to 
a Perfection far beyond what could have been expected in fo 
fuort a Time, or for fo fmall a Sum, yet, Sir, the Indepen• 
dent Companies are not thereby rendered unneceifary ; I have 
been informed by every Perfon, who has been in or knows the 
Country and the Nature of the People who are the Inha .. 
bitants thereof, · t~at the keeping of thofe Independent Com· 
panics in the Country is by much the befl: Method of keep• 
ing the People in Order;_ and if thofe Companies were to be 
difbanded, and the Service to be performed by Detachments. 
from the Re.siments in the Low- Country, I am fure the Pub· 
lick would fave nothing, for notwithftanding the High· 
ways that are now made, the marching of thofe Detach
ments backwards and forwards, and the fending them Provi
fions, which muf! be all fent from Places in the Low-Country 
at a great Dill:ance, would coil the Publick full as much, if 
not more, every Year, thnn the Maintenance ofthofe Six In
dependent Companies now amounts to. As for \vhat Money 
may be returned from that Country for the publick; Service, 
I do not know ; but it is well known that every Part of 
that Country pays the Land-Tax, and every other Tax which
they are fubjected to by the Articles of the Union, and con
fequently they muft certainly bear a Part of the publick 
Charge, and have from thence a juft Title to be proteCted 
and defended, as well as any other Part of the Nation J 
North-Britain is a Part of Britain as well as South Britain is; 
it is the fame Country, and I hope in all the Refoh.nions of 
this Haufe it will always be look'd on as fuch.' 

After this the ~cftion being put on the faid Motion, the 
fame was agreed to. 

being reported, was 

The Motinn relat• 
ing to Chelfea-H..,{• 
pita!, agreed to, 

February 1. The above Refolution, 
agreed to by the Houfe. 

Feb. 2. The Haufe order'd, that the proper Officer fhould The fcveml Pro

Jay before them all fuch Proceedings, Papers, and other Jn- ~:i~~~~~~r~}i~~e 
firuments, as he had in his Cuftody, relating to the Sale of ~~~;;~!,~~ ~~~e. 
the Eftate of James late Earl of Derwentwater. order'd 1o be laid 

Th. Eft. r t:: • d f h • l • 'd befQrc tbe ijallft, 1s ate was 10ne1te on account o 1s Jemg concern , 
in the Rebellion in 1 71 5, [See Yo!. I. p. 5"9·] but neverthe-
lefs fo fettled, that upon the Death of his Son John, then a 
Child, without Hfae-Male, ·the Remainder was to devolve 
upon his younger Brother Charles Radcliffe.: But he being 
.alfo engaged in~ .faid R.ebellion, had t~r~by fo.rfeited fuc~ 
Yo~- .U. JJ h" 
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Anno J. Oeo. n. his Expeaation of that Eibte; which was fold by the Com1 
~ miffioners of the forfeited Eftates, which devolved to the 

Crown, for the Sum of only 106o I. And the above-men
tioned John, Son "of James Earl of Derwentwater, dying De
cember 3 1 il, I 7 3 1, in the 18th Year of his Age, the Eilatc 
fell of Courfe to thofewho had bought that forfeited Reverfion; 
and being reckoned at the Value of about 7000 I. per Annum, 
fuch a Purchafc became the SubjeEt of publick Obfervation, 
and fome Circumftances alfo occurring, that bred Sufpicions 
about the Methods ufed in gaining io great a Bargain, the 
Lord Gage took Notice of it to the Haufe, and thereupon 
mov'd for the foregoing Order. 

J>erition!from Feb. 3· A Petition of Ferdinanda John Paris, Agent for 
Peruilvania, Maf- p r.1 · l'k ·r f v · W'lk A fc M .IT. fachulfets-Bay, and en11 vama ; 1 ewne o ~, ranc1s 1 s, gent or ana· 
~~~~~l~i!~~ chufi"ets-~ay; and alfo of John.Randolph, Agent for Virgi· 
JWI. nia, agamlt the Sugar-Colony BtU was prefented and read, and 

ordered to lie on the Table 'till the fecond Reading of the 
faid Bill ; and that the Petitioners might then be heard by 
their Council. 

Petition from the T~e- fame Day Sir T~omas Robinfon pr~fented to the H~ufe 
Propric:tors of the a Petition of the Propnetors of the Chantable Corporation,. 
Charit .. blc Corp& 1 • • Th b h ft · B h f T fi: ;ration, complain· comp ammg, lt. y [ e mo notoriOUS reac 0 ru 
:ing of the IV11L!1a· • {i 1 p r t h th C d M f :~~agemenr (·f thm In evera er1ons, o w om e are an anagement o 
».ta:ltors, &~. their Affairs was committed, the faid Corporation had been 

defrauded of the greateft Part of their Capita] amounting to 
feveral hundred thoufand Pounds ; and that all the Petitioners 
were become great Sufferers thereby. and many of them re· 
duced to the utmofi: Degree of Mifery and Diftrefs ; and 
~Hedging, that fome, who had been guilty of thefe Frauds, 
had tranfported themfelves to Parts beyond the Seas, and 
carried with them forne of the Books and EfFects of the faid 
Corporation; and that there was great Reafon to believe, 
fuch an imrnenfe Sum of Money could not have been im
bezzeled without the Connivance and Participation of others~ 
who continued here ; and that the Petitioners were unable 
to come at the Knowledge of their Combinations, or to bring 
them to J uftice, without the Aid of the Power and Authority 
of that Houll: ; and therefore praying, that the Haufe 
would vouchfafe to inquire into the State of the faid Cor~ 
poration, and the ConduCl: of thofe who had had the Care 
and Management of their Affairs; and would give fuch Re
lief to the Petitioners, as to the Houfe frtould feem meet. 
This Petition being read, Mr Og!ethorp flood up and fpoke 

Mr Og'!cth··•:·'• as follows ; 
ipecch on Ll1.1t S'r 
lle~~ion, 1 ' 

' I ·am perfuaded that this Petition will be received in a 
Manner delerving of the unhappy Cafe of the SufFerers, and 
of the Juftice of this Haufe: I can hardly fufpetl that any 

Gentlem.aJJ 
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Gentleman, that has the Honour to be a Member of this 
Houfe, will oppofe giving all the Relief we. can to fuch a 
Number of unhappy People, who have been fo much cheated 
and injured; yet becau[e I have heard it whifpered without 

Anno~· Ceo. If. 
1731-;:z.. 

~. 

Doors, that we ought not to receive this Petition, upon ac-
count, as i~ pretended, that the Common Seal was not regu-
larly affix'd thereto, I think it neceffary to take fqme Notice 
of that ObjeCtion, in cafe any fuch be to be made ; I muft 
fay, that if there be any Irregularity as to the affixing of the 
Publick Seal of that Company to this Petition, it is in my-
Opinion fo far from being an Objetl:ion to our receiving the 
Petition, that it is a very ftrong Reafon for it ; if there be 
any Fault in Form, it is the Fault of thofe who had the 
keeping of the Common Sea], and as they may perhaps be 
fome of thofe againft whom the Complaints made, and who 
may upon Inquiry be foun:l by this Haufe ro be the guilty 
Perfons, we are therefore to look upon any NegleB: in .Form 
to be a wilful Fault, and a Plot laid for preventing the Truth·~ 
being brought to Light ; fuch Plots will, I hope, be always 
defeated by the, Wifdom of this Haufe, and whenever it can 
be difcovered that any Frauds have been committed, or any 
indirect PraClices ufed by thofe who have the keeping of any 
Common ~eat, this Haufe will, I hope, make ufe of that 
PO\ver, with which it is by our Conftitution invefted, for de-
tecting and puniihing the Criminals : For my own part, I 
always was for encou~ging the Defign upon which this Cor-
poration was at firft eftablithed ; People may call it Charit-
able or not, as they pleafe ; but I always looked upon it as 
an Act of Charity, to let neceffitous Pcrfons have Money 
to borrow upon eafier Terms than they cou!d have it elfc-
where ; Money like other Things is but a Commodity, anJ. 
]n the way of Dealing, the Ufe thereof, as well as of other 
Thing3, is looked upon to be v;:orth as much as People can 
get for it ; if this Corporation let neccffitous People have 
the Ufe of their Money, at a cheaper Rate thJn any orher 
Perfon would lend Money at, they were certainly ufeful to 
the Publick, and were fo fc.r to be reckoned a Charitable. 
Corporation; and if they had af'J{ed more than what waa; 
ufual to be given, they could not have l1ad any Cuftomers ; 
the Defign was therefore in itfelf good and ufeful, but th.e 
becter the Defign was, the more thofe Perfons deferve to be 
punifued, who by their Frauds have difappointed the Publici~ 
of reaping the Benefit, which might have accrued by an hone11: 
and faithful Execution of fo good an Undertaking.' 

Sir Thomas Robinfon fipoke next, Sir T. Robinion'l 
Motinn fur refer• · 

Sir, ring tfte ai)(>ve Pe-
e Th • d b b h p d h tirion to a Com- •· ere IS no ou t ut t at a great many rau s ave mi1tee of sm.:'f··· 

·~-~~ ~~punined in the Affair now before us i fo large a. Sumf 
u z 0 

, 
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Anno 5· Geo. n. of Money could not have been loft in fo fhort a Time, by the 
~ gre::tteil Misfortunes that poffibly couldhave happen'd; nor 

could the greateft Milinanagement reduce fuch a C~pital to 
nothing in fo few Years, without fome Fraud at Bottom ; 
and as Matters now ftand, every Man, who had any Hand in 
this unhappy Affair, is accufed by the General Voice of the 
People ; every Man concerned is prefumed to have been a 
Partaker in .the Crime, and the Innocent fuffcr in their Cha
raCl:ers, as well as in their Eftates, by the Frauds of the 
Guilty. As the Capital Stock of this Corporation was di
vided among a great Number of Proprietors, the Sufferers by 
thefe Frauds muft be very numerous, and among them there 
are without doubt a great many who are quite undone ; it 
is enough to move the Compaffion of any Man to think. 
that Gentlemen and Ladies, who have been bred to an aillu
cnt Fortune, fhould thus at once be reduced to Mifery and 
Starving ; and that without any Fault of their own, but 
merely by the Frauds or by the Negle& of thofe, to 
whom they had intrufied the Management of their Eilates~ 
This is a Cafe, Sir, that deferves to be inquired jnto in all 
extraordinary Manner ; fuch innocent Sufferers defcrve the 
moil: fpeedy Redrefs that the Juftice of this Nation can ad
mit of; it would be Cruelty to leave it to the ordinary 
Forms, or to fubjetl it to the long Delays that necelfarily 
attend the ordinary Courfe of J uilice ; and therefore I hope, 
that no Member ofthisHoufe will refufe to give ear to the jult 
Complaint of the Petitioners, or appear to be againft giving 
them all the Redrefs, that can be given, in a Parliamentary 
Method of Proceeding. There are, I think, three Things 
that mufi: come under our Confideration in the prefent Cafe: 
We muft endeavour to relieve as much as poffible thofe 
who are the unhappy Sufferers in this Affair ; We muft 
endeavour as much as we can to difcova.r thofe who are 
really guilty, and punilh them as feverely as their Crimes 
deferve ; And we mufl: endeavour to vindicate the 
Charatl:ers of thofe who are innocent, and who at prefent 
fuffer ·by being blended with thofe that are guilty. Thefe 
Things demand a moft ftrict and a moft exaft Scrutiny into 
the Management of the Aff.1irs of this Corporation, and there~ 
fore this Petition ough.t not only to be referred to a Com,
mittee, but to a felect Committee of a certain Number of 
Members to be chofe by Ballot, which Committee ought to 
be 3. Committee of Secrecy.' 

Gapt. Vernon, Captain Vernon agreed in every Thing to what Sir Tho-
mas Robinfan had moved for, except as to the Committee's 
being a Committee of Secrecy, in which he was fecondfd 

Mr H~pki~. by Mr Hopkins. who faid, ' That a Publick Committee 
would be more fpr the Purpofe, becaufe in fuch Cafe he and 

every 
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every other Member of the Houfe, who could give them 
any Information, could then attend and know what 
they were about, by which they would learn how to affift 
the Committee in making Difcoveries, and clearing up Fa& 
which they might be in any Doubt about.' He added. 
' That in the Management of this Affair, he could not but 
take Notice of one FaCl:, which to him appeared f<?mething 
extraordinary ; which was, that at one Time there were 
Bonds or Notes of that Corporation HI'ued, to the Value of 
about I zo,ooo I. about which Time the York-Buildings 
Stock rofe from. 18 or 19 to 36 or thereabout per Cent. 
This fudden Rife, he believed, was principally owing to 
the Bonds and Notes of the Charitable Corporation, which-
at that time went about cum:nt and in great Plenty inChange-
AIIey.' 

Sir Robert Sutton and Mr Denis Bond faid, ' That as SJrR.Sutt011'1,11r~ 
they had the Misfortune to be named as Managers of the ~:~~~:=-~~~. 
Af£1.irs of tha~ Corporation, they thought themfelves obliged ~h~:rC:: th4 

to fay fomethwg up8n the prefent Occafion: That they were ntioll. poo 

both very confiderable Proprietors, and confequently were very 
great Sufferers, but though they had been named as Mana~ 
gers, yet they were but feldom there, and knew very little 
of what was done.• Sir Archibald Grant faid, ' That as 
he likewife had the Misfortune to be a Manager, he thought 
hil_!lfelf obliged to fay fomething to the Affa.ir then before 
them ; that he alfo was a very confiderable Proprietor, had 
no lefs than 1500 Shares of their Capital in his own Right, 
which hacl coit him above Sooo I. That he was very willing 
the Management fhould be inquired J.nto, becaufe he hoped 
the l<,raudulent and Deceitful would thereby be diftinguifhed 
from thofe, who had been deceived and impofed upon.• 

Several Members fpoke for the Committee's being a Se .. 
cret Committee, bccaufe it had been always ohferved. that 
fuch Committees made the moil: narrow and the moft fpeedy 
Inquiry into the A:f£-tirs that had been referred to them: That 
if every Member had a Liberty of coming there, jt would 
occafion fuch Difturbance and fo many Delays, that it would 
be impoilible for the Conunitree to linifh their Report, or 
tor the Haufe to give any Relief to the unhappy Sufferers, 
during that Seffion of Parliament : That its being a Com
mittee of Secrecy could not be any Lofs, as to their getting 
all poffible Information from the other Members of the Houfe~ 
who could make any Difcoveries ; for that the Gentlemen of 
the Committee would be known, and it was to be prefumed 
that every Member, that could make any Difcovery of Con
fequence, would immediately give Information thereof to fome 
of the Gentlemen of t.tt: Cominittee. 

Thea 
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ADDo J· Oeo. u. Then it was refolved, without Oppolition, That tl1e faicf 
~:..._; Petition be referred to a Committee of Twenty One, to be 
TheabovePetition chofen by Balloting: But a Motion being made, and the 
~~:;doc; :1 ~~~ ~eftion put, ~ha~ the faid Co~mittee be a Committee_ of 
~; and foa M't Secrecy, 1t pafs d m the N egat1ve by z 1 z Votes agamft 
$Jon made r tae 
b!Jie bei~m- I 3 z • 
.w~ee .n 1• It may be proper on this Occafion to give a fhort View of 

the Nature of this Corporation. It was firil: erdled in the 
Y car 1 707 ; their profeHed Intention was to lend :'\1oney, at 
legal lnterefl:, to the Poor upon fmall Pledges ; and to Per
fans of better Rank, upon an anfwerable Security of Goods; 
and their Capital was then limited to 30~ooo I. In the Year 
17 z z, the Crown gave Licence to them to increafe the fame to 
1oo,ooo 1. and again, in 1728, they received Licence for a 
Capital of 30o,ooo l. and, in 1730, for 6oo,ooo I. This 
Charter being granted to the Corporation, they made Appli · 
cation to have the fame confirmed by Act of Parliament in the 
)aft Seffion, and a Bill for that Purpofe paired the Houfe of 
Commons ; but there was fuch vigorous Oppofition made to 
it, that it was dropt in the Haufe of Lords. However, upon 
the Support of the Royal Charter, the Corporation went on ; 
but in OCtober 1 7 3 1, two of their chief Officers, viz. George 
Robinfon, Efq; Member for Marlow, their Cafhire, and Mr 
John Thompfon, their Warehoufe-keeper, difappear'd on the 
fame Day. This gave the Proprietors a very great Alarm; 
and three feveral General Courts were held, in which a Com
mittee was appointed, from among the chief Proprietors, to 
infpetl: the State of their Affairs. By the Report brought in 
by that Committee it was found, that for a Capital of above 
soo,ooo 1. no Equivalent was found to the Value of 3o,ooo 1. 
the Remainder having been difpofed of, by Ways that no one 
was able to give Account of. .. 

J>apers reiatinr;_to Feh. 4· Mr Docminicque prefented to the Houfe feveral 
=~~~~Jfr~~~~h! Papers from the Board of Trade, relating to the Difpute be
JWard of Trade. tween his Majefty's Sugar-Colonies and the N orthem Colonies 

in America. 
A~counts prefented Feh. 7. Several Acc?unts relating to the Salt-Duty were 
nlating to the · prefented by the Conuruffioners of that Duty. 
Ualt-Duty. The fame Day a Motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole. 
tro~~n~!':'!;ing for having the Penlion-Bill read the third Time, on the 1oth 
;t ~1~~:11 lnftant, in a full Houfe, becaufe he did not know but that he 

might then offer feveral Reafons againft it, and endeavour to 
fhew, that it was neither a proper Bill for redreffmg the Evil 
complain'd of, nor was it offt:r'd at a proper Seafon.' 

Mr w. Pllltcner. Hereupon Mr Pulteney faid, That that Bill had been two 
Years fucceffively before that Haufe ; during which Time 
\hey had had many Oppo.rtunitks to c< .... fider every Claufe ia 

- it, 
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it, every one of which had been concerted by the a.bleA: Mell Anile 'S· eee. ~ 
. . Th h Bill in1 d d •nl-JS. ~n the Nation : at t e was certa y a goo an a ne-~ 
ceffary Bill, was very much wanted, and had the general Voice · 
of the Nation in its Favour: That tho' the other Houfe had 
twice thrown it out, yet he could not think that any Man of 
Honour could be againft it; what rheir Reafons were for fa 
doing, he could not tell ; but it feemed, and he had even 
heard it whifper'd. that they were tired of doing fuch *** * 
Work ; they were refolved to do no more of it, and if fo, 
fays he, it is become neceffary for us to do our own ***• 
Work ourfelves. • But Sir Robert W a1pole's Motion not be· 
ing infifted on, no Order was made. 

Feh. 9· A Petition from New-York, from Rhode-I11and, Petition m,,. 
IUld the Hland of Providence, alfo of New-Jerfey~ and of f11e~;c;:~~~ 
South-Carolina, were prefented againft the Sugar-Colony· :o~'ili!C"{Zl:! 
Bill, and were feverally order'd to lie on the Table till the ~nft the_~ 
fecond Reading of the faid Bill, and that the Petitioners tony-Bill. 

might then be heard by their Counfel. 
'I'he fame Day the Haufe refolved itfelf intQ a Committee of 

the whole Houfe, to confider farther of Ways and Means for 
raiiing the Supply granted to his Majefty; and the feveral 
Papers and Accounts relating to the Salt·Duty having been 
laid before this Committee, Sir Robert Walpole ftood up 
and fpoke as follows : 

Mr Speaker, 
" As there is nothing his Majefl:y has more at Heart than Sir llo.tJert. W11· 

the giving all poflible Eafe to his Subjects ; fo whenever he f:~f;i~~s~ 
is neceffarily obliged to defire Affiftance from them 'for the Duty. 
immediate Support of the Government, he defires that they 
would choofe thofe Ways and Means for raifing the annual 
Supplies, which are leaft. burthenfome to the People, and 
which make the Load fall equally upon the Subjects in ge-
neral. When Money is to be raifed for the Publick Good. 
for the Security of all, he thinks that every one ought to 
contribute his Share, in Proportion to the Benefit that he il 
thereby to receive. In pur1Ua.nce of thefe his Majefty's Jn .. 
clinations, and in purfuance of what I look upon as the mot! 
equitable Rule for rai:fing Contributions, I fhall take the Li-
berty of propofing to this Haufe a Method for raifing fome 
Part of the Supply for this prefent Year, which by falling 
equally upon al1, will be burthenfome to none ; and by 
which thofe who have flood the Brunt of the Day, thofe 
who have been oppreffed for many Years, may in fome-
Meafure be relieved. 

This, Sir, is the only View I have in making the Propo
{al; after it is made, the Houfe may then take it into their 
Confideration, and each Member certainly will judge of it 
ai he thinla proper. If it ii approved of, I Jhall rejoice in-

- haviJli 



( 16o ) 
Anno$· Ceo. n. having been the Author of a Meafure, which r trunk win 

17Jl•J2o. . 
~ contribute fo much to the Good of my Country in general, 

and to the Relief of thofe who have for many Year.s borne 
too great a Share of the Publick Burthen; and if it happens 
not to meet . with the Approbation of this Haufe, I fhall 
have the Teftimony of a good Confcienct for my Comfort ; 
for fince I have no other View but only a fincere and an ho~ 
neft Intention to give Relief to my Fellow-Subjects, I never 
can have Occafion to repent, nor do I any way dread thofe 
Reproaches, which may be unjuftly thrown upon me, or up
(m the Meafure I am to propofe ; for thefe are Things which 
in all publick Tranfaftions every Man muft expeCl: No pub
lick Meafure can be propofed, but what may be againft the 
Private lntereft and Selfifh Views of fame particular Men ; 
but I fear not the Erunity, and I defpife the Revilings of 
thofe, who prefer their own little felfifu Views to the general 
Good and Welfare of their Country. 

' I have, Sir, with the deepeH: Concem obferved, how 
heavy aBd how unequal a Burt hen has been long borne by 
the Landed Gentlemen of this Kingdom : I have long had 
it in my View to procure them fame Eafe as foon as poffihle, 
and am plea fed to· think that an Opportunity now offers it
felf for doing what I have fo long had muci1 at Heart; and 
I hope I !hall have the good Luck to find that my Senti
ments are approved of by this Haufe ; and the Approbation 
of fuch an Mfembly I fhall always look upon as the greateft 
Honour done to any Propofal made by me. As to the Man~ 
ner, Sir, of raifing Taxes upon tbe People, it is a certain 
Maxim, that that Tax which is the moil: equal and the 
moil: general, is the moft juft, and the leaft burthenfome : 
Wher,e every Man contributes a fmall Share, a great Sum 
may be raifed for the Publick Service, without any Man's 
being fenfible of what he pays ; whereas a fmall Sum, raifed 
upon a few, lies heavy upon each particular Man, and is the 
aore grievous, in that it is unjuft; fo~ where the Benefit is 
mutual, the Expence ought to be in ·common. Of all the 
Taxes I ever could think of, there is not one more general. 
nor one lefs felt, than that of the DutY' upon Salt. The 
Du~ upon Salt is a Tax that every Man in the Nation con
tributes to according to his Circumfiances and Condition in 
Life ; every Subjea contributes fomething ; if he be a poor 
Man, he contributes fo fm.all a Trifle, it will hardly bear a 
Name; if he be rich, he lives more )uxurioully, and confe ... 
quently contributes more; and if he be a Man of a great 
Eftate, he keeps a great Number of Servants, and muft there
fore contribute a great deal. Upon the other hand, there is 
oo Tax that ever was laid upon the People of this Nation
!hat i~ mgre ~njuft and ~equal than the La.nd-Tax. The 
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Land-h.olders bear but a fmall Proportion to the P'eople of Anno 5· a.eo; n. 
this Nation, or of any Nation ; yet no Man contributes ~ 
any the leaft Share to this Tax, but he that IS poffeffed of 
a Land Eftate i and yet this Tax has been continued without 
Intermitlion for above thefe 40 Years : It has continued fo 
long, and has lain fo heavy, that I may venture to fay, 
many a landed Gentlemar:. in this Kingdom has thereby 
been utterly ruined and undone. 

' This Confideration, Sir, has prompted me to endeavour 
to procure them foiiie Relief, and for this end I lhaU venture 
to make the following Motion. ' That towards railing the 
Supply granted to his Majefty, the feveral Duties on home
made Salt, granted to the late King William and ~een 
Mary, by an Aa of the 5th and 6th Years of their Reign,. 
for a Tenn of Years, and afterwards made perpetual ; and 
alfo the additional Duties on Salt, granted by an Atl of the 
9th and 1oth Years of his faid late Majefty King William, 
and all the Duties chargeable on horne-made Salt in Great
Britain, which by an Act of the 3d Year of his prefent Maje
fty's Reign, ceafed and determined on the 25th of Day of 
December 1730, be revived and granted to his Majefty, his 
Heirs and Succeffors, for the Term of three Years, from 
the 25th of March next, 1 7 3 2. • 

' If I have, Sir, the good Luck to fucceed {o far in my 
Wilhes, as to have this Motion approved of, I iliall then beg 
Leave to move, That the Sum of One Shilling in the Pound,. 
and no more, be raifed for this Year upon Land ; but if 
this Haufe does not agree to the Motion I now make, I mufi: 
in that Cafe move for a Land-Tax of Two Shillings in the 
Pound ; for fo much will be abfolutely neceffary for the cur
rent Service of the Year. This, Sir, is what a fincere and 
a hearty Defue to do Service to my Country, and Juilice to 
my Fellow-&Pbje&, has emboldened me to propofe. I de
clare I l1ad no other View, but that of proeuring fome Eafe, 
fome Relief to the Landed-lnteretl. If this be agreed to, 
fame Means may be fallen upon to relieve them of the whole 
again next Year ; ami I lhall always look upon it as a great 
Honour, that after a Continuance of a Land-Tax of four, 
three, or two Shillings at leaft in the Pound for 40 Y tars 
together, it was at !aft reduced to One, at a Time when I 
had a Share in the Adminiftration of the Affairs of this Na
tion. Before I leave this SubjeCt, I muft intreat every one 
that hears me, to confider how many Landed~Gentlemen of 
ancient Families there are in Bri[ain, who have but fmall 
Eftates, how many of them have great Families to fu}port 
and many Children to provide for, and how many even of 
thofe who have large Eftates in Land are fo charged with 
Mortgages, Jointures, or Rent-Charges, that it is hardly 

VoL. tl. X poffible 
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Anno s. eeo. 11. poffible for them to fupport their Charafler in the Country 
~ where they live, though they were not to pay one Shilling 

towards a Land-Tax. 
Our Nobility and Gentry were once famous for Hofpi· 

tality and Generofity ; if the unavoidable N eceffities of 
State have obliged them for fo many Years to abridge their 
Expence, and contraCt their Manner of living, let us do at 
leaft what is in our Power to reftore them to their former 
State, by relieving them Qf a Part of that Burthen, which 
they, and they only, have for fo many Years been charged 
with. 

MrWalt, Plumer, This Motion being feconded, Mr Walter Plumer rofe 
up and fpoke as follows. 

Sir, 
' I agree with the Right Hon. Gentleman who made the 

Motion, in this, ' That the landed Gentlemen of this Nation 
have been for many Years fubjea to very grievous Taxes; 
the Land· Tax is not the only Tax that has been heavy upon 
them, but every other Tax falls at laft upon them with l its 
greateft Weight : It is indeed high Time that fame of the 
Burthens fhould be taken off their Shoulders, and it was 
reafonable for them to have expeaed from his Majefty's moft 
gracious Speech, that in this Seffion of Parliament they would 
have met with fome Relief ; but how much furprized muff: 
they be, when they hear, that all the Relief that has been 
propofed is, to take otf one Tax which lies heavy upon them 
only, and in the room thereof to lay on another, which will 
lie equally. heavy upon moil: of them, and at the fame Time 
will be a moft infupportable Burthen upon every one of their 
Fellow·Subje& ? The propofing this as a .Relief for the 
Landed Gentlemen appears to me in fo odd a Light, that I 
cannot well comprehend how it can be expected, that any 
Gentleman in England Ihould be fo impofed 6Jn. It is fc> 
fhort a Time ago, that we mull all remember how this Tax 
upon Salt came to be taken off. His Majefty, by his moft 
gracious Speech from the Throne, only two Years age> 
[Seep. 52.] lhewed, that he was fenfible how much the 
Trade and ManufaCl:ures of this Nation fuffered, by the many 
Taxes the poor Tradefmen and Labourers were fubject to ; 
be therefore recommended to us the taking off fome of 
thofe Taxes, which were moft burthenfome upon ·the Poor ; 
and at that Time, Sir, it was the Opinion of this very Haufe,. 
that this Tax upon Salt was the moft burthenfome upon the 
Poor, and the moft pernicious to the Trade of this Kingdom, 
of all the Taxes we are liable to. This, Sir, was one of 
the many Reafons for taking it off, and why we fhould fo 
fuddcnly alter our Opinion, and refolve to grind the Face of 
~e PQor, ~ grd~r to relieY.e a few ~f. ~h~ Rich, I can fee 
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no R.eafon ; I fay, Sir, a few of the Rich, for it may be Anno$. Ceo, u.· 
eafily made appear, that the Relief propofed will be no Re-~ 
lief at all to the Landed Gentlemen of fmall Fortunes, and 
even to the Rich it will be but a fmall prefent Eafe, which 
will be attended with mofl: heavy and moft fatal Confe-
quences. 

' I had the Honour, Sir, to be one of thofe who were in .. 
firumental in getting this Clog upon our Trade removed ; I 
hope I £hall have the Honour to be one of thofe who fhall 
be infuumental in preventing its being forced upon us again ; 
for if this Duty be revived, I defpair of ever feeing it again 
taken off: It is not always a certain Maxim, that thofe 
Taxes which are moft general are Jeait burthenfome ; upon 
the contrary, it holds true in all Countries, and at all Times, 
that thofe Taxes which are laid upon the Luxuries of Man
kind are the leaft burthenfome ; and I believe in the moft 
luxurious Country upon Earth, I am fure as to this Country:. 
it cannot be faid that they are the moft general : After a 
Nation is brought to that woeful Pafs, that they muft extend 
their Taxes farther than the Luxuries of their Country, it is 
certain, that thofe Taxes which are raifed with the le~ 
Charge to the Publick, are the moft convenient and the ea:fieft 
to the People ; but in all Cafes particular Care ought to be 
taken not to tax thofe Things which are neceffary for the 
very Subft.ftance of the Poor ; fuch Taxes always occafion 
Murmurings and Sedition among the People, and in fuch a 
Country as \his, which fubfifts by Trade and ManufaCt:ure, 
fuch Taxes bring fure and inevitable DeftruCl:ion ; for they 
enhance the Price of all Necetfaries of Life, the Wages of the 
Tradefman and Manufaflurer Jl)uft confequently rife higher 
and where the Wages of the Workmen are high, the Manu· 
faCtures of that Country never can be fold fo cheap as the 
Manufattures of other Countries; this muft at Iaft deftroy 
their whole Trade, and I am convinced that no Landed Gen
tleman in England will chufe to fave a Shilling in the Pound 
as to the Land-Tax, even though he were to pay nothing in 
Lieu thereof, when by fuch a Saving he brings Ruin upon 
the Trade and Manufactures of his native Country. 

~ I have, Sir, always appeared, and I hope ever :fhall ap
pear zealous for the Support of the prefent Royal Family ; 
as a Friend to our moil: happy Conftitution, as a faithful 
Subjefl to his Majefty, I muft dedare againft reviving this 
Tax upon Salt ; for granting that the reducing of a Shilling 
in the Pound upon the Land-Tax, by the Revival of this upon 
Salt, were a real Relief to the Landed Gentlemen, which is 
very far from being the Cafe, yet we muft allow that for 
one, that is eafed or obliged by the reducing of the Land~ 
'rax1 there will be 99 difobliged by the Revival of the Tax 
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1\nno f· ceo. 11· upon Salt ; this muft occafion foch a general Difi'atisfaflian~ 
~ ~nd fo much Grum~ling amongft t~e People a~ainft his Ma
. Jefty, that the keepmg up a SLandmg Army w11l become ne.,.. 

cdfary for fupporting him againft the Difaffetled ; and by 
-~xperience we know, that where the Difaffeaian becomes 
very general, even the Army is not to be depended on, for 
in fuch Cafe moft of them would probably join with the Dif
tontented : It would become neceffary for the Security of 
his Majefty's Perfon and Government, to bring in an Army 
of Foreign Troops to prey upon the Rowels of our Mother~ 
Country. 

I have, Sir, as much Sympathy and Compaffion as any ,,_ 
Man for the great Diftrefi'cs that have been brought upon ' 
many of our Landed Gentlemen; and I flattered myfelf with 
fhe pleafmg Hope, that they were now to be relieved ; now 
when there is a profound Tranquility efta.blHhed both 
Abroad and at Home, I could not {o much as imagine, that it 
would be neceffary to continue all our Taxes, and I could 
far lefs imagine that any Propofal would be made for reliev
ing us of one Tax, by laying on another much more grievous. 
No Man can expeCl: ~hat the Landed Gentlemen in England 
have fo litt1e Senfe as to be cajoled in fuch a Manner. The 
Land-Tax, it is true, takes from the Landed Gentleman a 
Part of his Rent yearly. but the Salt-Tax, being a Charge 
upon our Trade and Manufactures, will at laft difable his 
'I'enants from paying him any Rent ; and befides, it makes 
the Maintaining even of his own Family much 'more expen
five, fo that at the End of the Year he will find hi mfelf no 
Gainer upon t~e Main, and his Tenants being ruined and 
undone, the Rents and the Value of his Etlate will be de
creafing yearly. I only defire that every Landed Gentle
man, that hears me, would confider what he could make of 
his EH:ate if we had no Trade, no Manufactures, nor any 
Number of populous trading Towns in England. Whoever 
confiders this, muft conclude that, in moft Parts of England. 
the Landed Eftates would not in that Cafe bring in yearly 
to their Landlords near the Rent they do at prefent, no, 
nor one ~arter thereof. Who then will be fuch a Fool as 
to defire to be relieved of One Shilling in the Pound upon 
the Land-Tax, when he muft pay as much in another Way, 
for the Salt made ufe of in his Family, and when,. at· 
the fame Time he diq1inifhes the yearly Value of l1is Eftate 
much more th<:.n one Shilling in the Pound; nay, much more 
than any L:md· Tax ever amounted to in England. The 
Land-Tax, Sir, is but an annual Diminution of a Gentleman"s 
~fl:~te; he may be free of it, or of a Part of it, the fucceeding 

, Year : But if by the Decay of our TradeJ and the Charge 
that is laid upon the poor Farmer, he be ob_liged ~o lower 
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the Rents of his Eftate, that will be ~ Diminution which I An110 f. Cea.1f. 
•m afraid will endure for ever. ~ 

' Befor-e I have done, I muft, Sir, take Notice, that the 
Salt-Duty, or a confiderable Part thereof, was formerly ap
propriated to the Sinking Fund ; yet this Duty was but two 
Years ago thought fo grievous and fo prejudicial to our Trade. 
that we then made no Scruple of encroaching a little even 
upon tltat Sacred Fund, in order to eafe the People of fo 
pernicious and burthenfome a Tax : I am forry to fee the 
Opinion of any Gentleman, as to this Tax, fo much al~d 
in fo fhort a Time : but if we do alter our Opinion, and 
revive tlus Tax, it certainly ought to be appropriated agam 
to that ufeful Fund ; if we do revive it without any fuch -
Appropriation, we make a moft dangerous Precedent; when
ever a.Qy of thefe Taxes, that are now appropriated to the 
Sinking Fund, are wanted for another Ufe, it is but taking 
them o:ff for one Year, and laying the~ on the next for a new 
Purpofe; thus the Sinking Fund may be at laft entirely ex.,. 
haufted, and our Debts remain for ever unpaid, w~thol.lt 
lelfening any of our Tax~s. · 

Capt~ Vernon fpoke next~ c;apt. vern~ 
Mr Speaker, 

' I hope every Gentleman in this Haufe has peru fed the 
fhort Account of the Money, which has been brought into 
his Majefty's Exchequer, by the Produce of the Salt-Duty 
from that Part of Great Britain, called Scotland, for the laft 
ten Years ; I have looked for that Account but can lind but 
one Article, and that Article is next to nothing. In the 
Space of ten Years, not one Shilling was ever brought into 
the Exchequer, from the Salt-Duty in that Country: How 
then can this Tax be faid to be an equal Tax, when fuch a 
confiderable Part of this Kingdom ne\'er paid one Farthing 
towards it ; even by the Propofal now made, they are not 
to pay near fo much as we are to pay in South-Britain ; and 
of that fmaJI Proportion that is to be laid upon them, it is 
probable no Part will ever come to the publick Account: 
This Tax muft therefore be unequal, becaufe we in England 
are to bear the Whole of the Burden ; Scotland is to bear 
no Part, and yet they are by the Articles of the Union 
obliged to bear their proportional Part of all new Taxes, 
more efpecially thofe which are raifed for the Current Service 
of the Year. If it be faid, that the People in that Country 
are not able to pay tJlis whole Tax, it is a good Argument 
againft the Tax in general ; for no Tax ought to be laid upon 
the People, but thofe to which they can all contribute their 
Share : The People of England ought not to be charged with 
a Duty, and the People of Scotland left free.; fuch uneq~at 

· · · Char~e~ 
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Anno s. Ceo.n. Charges will foon make every Man in England wilh that 
~ the Union had never been made. 
· ' 'Tis true, Sir, I cannot but applaud the Gentlemen of 

that Country, for appearing in favour of the Tax upon Salt ; 
jt is fuewing a laudable Zeal for the proper Intereft of their 
native Country: It is laying a Tax upon us, to which they 
contribute nothing, in place of a Tax, to which they have 
always contributed an equal Share. This, Sir, may juftify 
their Condufl as to the <l!!efiion now in hand, but I hope 
the Gentlemen of the South Parts of Britain will fhew the 
fame Concern for the Intereft of their Part of the Uland; and 
I am glad to find that fo many of them do £hew fuch a Con
cern, for it appeared to me Yefterday, that the .~e.fiion was 
carried againH:. the South Parts of the Ifland, by the Votes 
of thofe Gentlemen, who come from the North. [Here he 
rwas called to Order, after rwhich he wen/ on] Sir, I defign 
no ReReaion upon any Man ; but the Affair before us is of 
the utmoft Confequence to the Intereft and Trade of the 
whole Kingdom ; our Liberties, our Properties, and every 
Thing that is dear to us is at Stake. This feems to be a 
Step towards introducing a General Excife, which is inoon
:fiftent with the Liberties of a free People; and Sir, when Lifes 
Liberty, or Property is concerned, it will be found that every 
Man will .fight ; a Country Clown in Huddon-Gray may per
haps fhew as much Courage, and fight as well as a Soldier in 
.R.ed: What ! do we think, becaufe a Fellow is a Beau, and 
drdfes himfelf up with Powder and Effences, that therefore 
he has more Courage than another Man ? I fufpetl there are 
many of thofe nne Gentlemen, who are afraid of letting the 
Wind blow upon them, for fear of blowing the Powder out 
of their Wigs, that cou1d not, perhaps, bear the Smell of 
Gun-Powder. As the Affair before us is of the utmofi Con. 
feqnence, fo it ought to give us the more Concern, that if 
it patfes in this Haufe, there are no Hopes in the other : 
In the other Houfe, we know, Sir, there is a peculiar 
Bench, which will [Here he was again called to Order, anel 
fl..vaJ told by Mr Speaker. 'That m1 Gentlema{l rwas to thrD<W 
RtjleBions upon R~Y Body of Men, nor was any Member of 
that Houfe, in any Thing he fait/, to talte Notice of what ~.vas 
done, or rtvhat might he done in the othr, then the Captain 
.. J.:ntt on] Sir, It was not po.ffible I could make any Refleflion 
upon any Man, or upon any Sett of Men, for I had drawn 
no Conclufion. But let us do what we wm, let both Houfes •. 
jf they have a mind, pafs this BilJ, it is fo rureflly oppoiite 
to the Intereft of the Nation, and to the Intereft of our pre· 
Jent happy Efiabliiliment, that I am convinced his Majefiy 
will refufe giving it the SanCtion of the Royal Aifent. 

Then 
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Then Mr Horatio Walpole ftood up, and faid, Anno S· c~. u.-

Sir, ~ 
~ I find fome of thofe Gentlemen, who have fpoken upon Mr li, wa~p11k. 

the Affair in hand, are quite miftaken as to the Motion that 
hoi.s been made. If any new and unheard of Tax had been 
thereby propofed, they might have fome Reafon for thofe 
Fears, which they have reprefented to us in fo thong a Light ; 
Murmurings and Grumblings among the People might be 
apprehended ; but the Tax propofed is no new Tax, it is 
only propofed to revive a Tax which was raifed upon the 
People of England for 34 Years together, and was always 
paid by them, without the leaft Grumbling or Complaint. By 
Experience, Sir, we are convinced that it is no way burthen· 
{orne upon the People ; and indeed, it is fo lictle felt by them,. 
that even fince it was taken <lJf, there is hardly a Man in 
the Kingdom that has been fenftble of the Eafe, or has in 
any manner exprefi"ed his SatisfaCtion therewith : This fhews 
that it may be revived without any Danger of overcharging 
any particular Man, or any Sort of Men. Every Man, I 
believe, that contributes towards the Land-Tax, is fully fen-
:lible of the Burthen that is thereby laid upon him ; but who 
is it that ever was fenfible of what he paid towards the Salt-
Duty, or has felt any Eafe fince it was taken off? It is a 
Duty that is paid by fuch a Multitude of People, that no 
:lingle Man can any way feel what he pays thereto, which 
is a moft evident Demonftration that it is one of the moft 
eafy Ways we can chufe, for railing Money for the neceifary 
Supplies of the Government. 

' Thofe Gentlemen, who talk fo much of its being de· 
:ftrutlive to our. Trade and Manufaltures, ought to come to 

Particulars ; th~ ought to 1Qew what Trade or ManufaCture 
was loft or injured, during the 34 Years that the Tax conti
nued to be paid by the People of England; they ought to 
fhew what ManufaCtures have become cheaper, or what Sort 
efTradefmen's Wages have been lowered, fmce the aboliiliing 
of this Tax: If any one fuch Effect could be made appear, 
I ihould believe they had fome Reafon for what they fay; 
but when the contrary FaCts appear to be true, I cannot join 
in Opinion with them. During the whole Time that this 
Tax continued, .there never was any one ManufaCl:ure there~ 
by loft, our Trade never flourithed more than it did in that 
Courfe of Time; and fince the Tax was taken off, we all 
know that no Triide or Manufafiure has been thereby im· 
Froved, nor have the Wages of one Workman in the King
dom been diminifhed ; the pretended fatal Confequences of 
this Tax muft therefore be all imaginary. 

' As this Tax upon Salt is one of the moll: equal and eafy 
Taxes on the People, fo th~re is not any one Tax can be 

propofed, 
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AM Geo lt. pmpofed~ that may be taifed with Jets Expence to the Put,.; 

~.f;~-;z.' lick; The Method of railing it coils but very little more 
~ than the railing of the Land-Tax will coft ; and whatever 

DifFerence there may be is much more than attoned for, by 
the Juilice and Equality of the Tax upon Salt, and by its 
being fo general, that it becomes altogether infenftble ; 
whereas the Land-Tax is one of the moft unequal, and one 
of the moft grievous upon thofe who pay it, of any Tax 
that e\ter was raifed in this Country. It is a Tax that is 
wholly charged upon a very few of the Inhabitants of this 
Ifland, who have been for many Years obliged to bear the 
greateft Part of the Publick Charge, and have many of them 
been ruined and undone for the Benefit and Advantage of 
others. If we but once ferioufly confider, what wretched 
Circumftances many of the Landholders in Britain are at pre
fent in, we cannot furely make the leaft Hefitation in giving 
them Relief from the Oppreffions they have fa long groaned 
under, by laying on another Sort of Tax, which never wa5. 
nor ever can be felt by any Man breathing : A Tax which 
is fo juft that every Man contributes to it in Proportion 
to the Benefit he receives, inftead of a Tax; by which 
a few are obliged to contribute the whole of the Charge, 
though they receive but a hundredth Part of the BeneJit. 

c We have likewife, Sit, been frightned with the Name 
bf a General Excife~ and with the Lofs of our Liberties and 
Properties. As to the laft, the Bugbear will vanilh, if we 
but refl.e~ "upon the Great Men that were at the Helm of 
Affairs, when the Salt-Tax was firft laid on. It was fuft 
laid on in the Reign of the late King Willi~· , the glorious 

- Reftorer of the Liberties and Properties of e Nation : Iri 
his Time it firft had its Being, and was ntrived and ad
wifed by a Sett of Minifters, who will for ver be refpetted 
for their great Wifdom, and whofe Memories will for ever 
be facred, for the great Attachment they always fhewed to 
the Co::ttitution and the Liberties of this Kingdom. As 
for a General Excife, I never heard of any fuch Defign, I 
am fure no Man that I know had ever any fuch Thing in 
his Thoughts. nor can the Reviving of the Salt-Tax any 
way contribute to fuch a Defign. I muft fay, that I think 
many of our Cuftoms are heavy upon Trade, and very 
troublefome to our Merchants; and therefore, if feme o£ 
the moil grievous of them were turned into an Excife, it 
would be of great Advantage to the Nation, and might, I 
believe, be eafily done, without endangering in the Jeaft our 
Conftitution, or encroaching upon the Liberty or Property of 
the SubjeCl: : But as there is at prefent no fuch Propofal be .... 
fore this Houfe, we have no Occafion to take fuch a Thing 
into our immediate Confideration. 

Mr 
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Mr Walpole was teplied 

as follows: 
to by Sir William Wyodham, Anno f. Geo. IL. 

l7JI·JZ.. 

~ 
~ ·~~~· ' I could not indeed but fufpea from the Manner of in-

troducing this Motion, that fomething vety extraordinary 
was to foUow. I ~nd I am not difappointedj for in my 
Opinion it is one of the moil: extraordinary Motions, that 
ever was made in this ~oufe. Under the fpecious Pretence 
of ~;iving an immediate Eafe to the Landed Gentlemen, we 
are to revive a Tax,t which will lie as heavy as the' Land
Tax upon moft of them, and which is not only deHructive to 
the Trade, but incorififtent with the Liberties of this Nation. 
I agree moft heartily-with the Gentleman who made the Mo
tion, That many of our Landed Gentlemen have been 
reduced to moft miferable Circumftances, by the heavy Bur
thens they have borne for fo many Years: But tht:it Mifery 
is not to be afcribcd to the Land-Tax only; every one of out 
other Taxes contributes its Share, and no Tax contributed 
more to the general Mifery of the whole Nation, as weH as 
of the Landed Gentlemen, than this very Tax, which·is now 
propofed ~o· be revived. It is indeed beoome neceffary 
to continue the Land-Tax upon the former Footing, or to 
impofe fome new Tax in room thereof; but from whence 
does thls N eceffity proceed ? Why, from maintaining a great~ 
Number of Land-Forces, and patting ourfelves to much 
greater Charges, than we have jn my Opinion any Occafion 
for. It has always Leen the Cafe, it always will be the Cafe. 
Sir, that one wrong Meafure muft for ever give Birth to ano
ther, that to a Third, and fo on till Publick Ruin becomes 
inevitable, if no Redrefs be offered in Time ; which never 
can be effeC\.uated, but by altering the former wrong Mea
fures, inHead of fupporting them by worfe. 

' I am forry, Sir, to find that we are reduced to this Ex
tremity, that we mull: either lay on a Land-Tax, which teems 
to be agreed by all to be heavier than the Landed Gentle
men -of this Nation are able to bear,.or othe~ways we mufllay 
em a Tax, whi(:h in the Opinion of, 1 hope, the Majority uf 
this Haufe, is of much more fatal Confequence. How fatal, 
Sir, is this Neceffity? Our Landed Gentlemen muil be ruined, 
or the whole Nation muft be undone r It is certain, Sir, that 
every Tax is an Evil, and an Evil ~at ought to be avoided, 
if poffible ; the corrupt Nature of Mankind has made fame 
Taxes neceffary for the Support of Society ; and we find to 
our Coft, that Taxes, like other Evils, are fruitful in the 
Begetting of one another: But when we co~e to mak~ a 
Choice between two Taxes, of the two Evils we certamly 
ought to chufe that which is leall ; and fipce we have by 
('Ur former Rcfolutions made one of the Two, now under 

V o L. II. · Y Confide¥ation 
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Anna t. deo. Ji. Confideration neceff'ary, we ought now to examine ftria1y 
~ which of the two is the leaft Evil. 

' I have, I hope, Sir, as deep a Senfe of the Miferies and 
Sufferings of my Fellow-Countrymen as any Man in this Haufe, 
and when I fpeak of charging Land in place of charging 
Salt, I am certain, and 1 believe every Man that knows me 
will think, that 'I fpeak againft my own private lrttereft ; 
and therefore I flatter myfelt, that thofe who hear me will 
think I am :fincere in what I fay. It is very true, Sir, that 
the Reducing of the Land-Tax would be a great Relief to 
the Landed Gentlemen, if it could be done without taking as 
much from them in another Way. The Land-Tax is in
deed a heavy Charge upon the Landholders of this Kingdom, 
but that is the only Evil attending it ; 1 cannot grant that 
it is fo unequal as fome Gentlemen have beert pleafed to re
prefent ; every Man ought to pay to the Publick Charge in 
Proportion to the Bene.fit he receives therefrom ; a poor Man, 
who has no Property, ought not certainly to be charged·for 
the Defence of Property ; he has nothing but his Liberty to 
contend for, and for the Defence of that only he ought in 
J uftice to be charged ; whereas a Man, who has an Eftate, 
has Property as well as Liberty to contend for, and for the 
Defence of both he ought to be charged. Liberty may be 
equally dear to every Man, but furely he that has the largeft 
Property, ouglit to contribute rnoft to the Publick Expence. 

' The heavy Weight that lies upon the Landholders,. is 
I fay, Sir, the only Evil attending the Land-Tax ; but in 
confidering the Evils that neceffarily attend a Tax upon_ Salt~ 
the Land-Tax will upon the Comparifon be found to have 
many Advantages : One of the great Evils of a Salt· Tax, I 
.tnay fay the greateft, becaufe it ftrikes at our Conftitution, 
i1 the great Number of Officers which muft be emplqyed in 
colleaing that fmall Branch of the Revenue. Thefe Officers 
are all named by the Crown, and beiug fpread all over 
the Country, muft have a great Influence in Ele8:ions : This~ 
Sir, throws a greater Power into. the Handf of the Crown~ 
than is in my Opinion confiftent with the Liberties of this 
Nation. If it ever fhall happen to be the Misfortune of this 
Nation, to have a Set of wicked Minitl:ers in the Admini
firation, and a weak or an ambitious Prince upon the Throne, 
the great Number of Officers, employed in colleCting the 
Publick Revenue, mutt be of the· moll: dangerous Confe
quence to the very Being of our happy Conftitution ; and 

, therefore we oug:1t not, upon any Pretence whatfoever, to in
cre:tfe the Number of thofe Slaves of an Adminifi:ration. 
As to this Evil, the Land-Tax has by much the Advantage 
of the Salt-Tax: ; in the firft there are few or no Officers 
employed; but the laft will make an Addition of fiX or feven 

- Hundred 



( 171 ) 

Hundr;d to the Number of Officers we had before. This Anno f. ~o. n. 
T S I • J'k ·r. d P d ' • 17JI-JJ• ax upon a t IS 1 ewt1e a angerous rete ent ; It IS one ~ 
Step towards a General Excife ; froth this, which/ is really 
an Excife upon Salt, we may come to have an Excife laid 
upon every Thing we can either eat or drink. It would be 
dangerous to begin to raife even the Taxes we now pay, by , 
the method of Excife, both becaufe it would be a bad Pre. 
cedent, and becaufe of the Uncertainty of the Produce: If 
the Railing them by Excife 1hould produce lefs than they now 
do, they could not anfwer thofe Payments for which they 
are appointed ; and if it raifed more, it mi6ht, conftdering 
the prefent Eflablilhment of the Civil Lift, throw mote Money 
into the F{ands of the Crown, than would be confiftent with 
the freedom of the People. 

' Another Advantage which the Land-Tax has over the 
'raJ~: now propofed, is, that the Railing of a Shilling in the 
found colts but a meer Trifle, and is fubjetl: to no Frauds. 
The whole, I may fay, that is raifed from the People~ comes 
to the Ufe of the Publick, and to the Benefit of the People ; 
but the Ca(e is quite different as to the Tax upon Salt ; it is 
impoffible to raife the Salt·Duty without employing a great 
Number of Officers, they muft all have Salaries, befides the 
ferquifites and Gratuities which always have been, and al· 
ways will be given to Men in fuch Offices : The honeft Part 
ofMankind can never get common Jufiice from them without 
paying the Perquifite, and the fraudulent Part of the Nation 
will always pur<;hafe their Connivance by large Gratuities J 
thus a very large Sum will be raifed upon the PeoEle, and 
but a fmall Part thereof will ever come to the Ufe of the 
Publick, or to the Benefit of the Nation. This was formerw 
ly the Cafe of this Duty upon Salt; there was always a great 
Difference betwixt the Grofs and Neat Produce thereof, and 
there never was any Tax in this Country that gave fo much 
Occafion to Frauds and Perjuries ; the Tax is fo much above 
the pr9per Price of the Commodity upon whiCh it is raifed, 
that it always was, and always muft be a great Temptation 
for PeQple to perjure themfelves, and cheat the Publick. 

' I ain furprized, Sir, to hear any Gentleman doubt of 
this Duty upon Salt bein~ heavy u:pon Trade, and prejudicial 
to th(! M'iinu.fatlures oftl\:e Nation. It is fo eafy in this Cafe 
to come; to l'arti£ular lnftances, that I defy any Man to name 
one Trade or Manufacture that it is not prejudicial to: Can 
;~.ny Man fuppofe it does not enhance the ·'Price of all Pro .. 
vifions l an,d by enhancing the Price of them it becomes a 
Charge upon every Manrifaaure in particular ; but upon our 
Navigation it is inf~pportable ; Every Ship that fails fro~ 
this Kingdom muft pay dearer for her Salt·Provifions, or mu.t\ 
&,Q ~Q (Q.QJ.e other P!a'e t~ya;e then1 in~ Do not we knoS'i; 
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Anno S'· Gee. 11. Sir, that many of our Merchant-Ships, for thefe feveral Years 
~ laft palt, have gone to Ireland to take in the Salt-Provifions 

~ecefi"ary for their intended Voya'g_e ? If this Tax had been 
difcontinued for any N ui)lber of Years,. they would probably 
have returned to viflual in our own Ports, as they always did 
before che laying on of ~is Tax upon Sal~. Even the !}lort 
Timewhiehit has been difcontinuedhas iliewn what aDifad
.vantage the reviving ofitwill be to the Improvement of.Land. 
Since the Tax was taken off,. feveral Experiments have been 
:made for .l~e Improvement of Land by. the Means of Salt, 
~nd they have all a.nfwered to Admitation. The Revival of 
this Ta:x c3Jlnot iherefore proceed from any Compa~on for 
the Landed Gentlemen, fince we thereby prevent the Im
provement of their Lan~s; and~ very froall Improvement of 
the Rent of an E1}ate is worth· a great deal 111ore, than one 
Year's. Land-Tax, at a Shilling in the Pound, will amount to 
even upon a xery.large Eftate. 

' But in. tne prefent Cafe, Sir, we not only 
1
prevent the 

Improvement of !tand-EJh~es, but we really take as much 
from almoft every L~nded Gentleman~~ another way, as he 
Iaves.by the Diminution' ~f the Lancl..:Tax; and at the fame 
Time we take (o .much from. every one of his Tenants, as ta 
difable them, qr fome of them at kafr, fr.om paying the fame 
.~ent they formerly paid. In all well-regulated Countl-ies great 
.Care is taken, that the poor Farmer iliall not be overcharged . 
. Where is there a mor~ flourifhing, or a better cu1tivated Spot 
of. Ground in the World, ·than our hcighboijring Country 
.Flauder?? Yet what Ravages,· what Defolations has that 
,poor .Country fuffered by ccintendiug Armies ? What is this 
to be afcribed to ? certainly to that wife Policy of the Land., 
lords, e.ftablithed as a Law in that Country, that whenever 
any Farmer . fufferf.d any· Lofs in his Farm .. by the Incai:np· 
ments or Depred~tions of an Army.:~~ he· paid no R,ent for '~hat 
Year to his L;lndlqrd : By that he was e,n~hl.cd to fupport the 
Lofs, and to r(,!pair the. Damages forth~· Benefit of his. L,and ... 
lord as well .as himfelf. Do we not fee the EffeCts of a contrary 
Policy in 

1 
Poland 1 There, the poor Tenants are racke;d .and 

cppreffed, and for that ver}r reafon one Ha~f of that Country, 
which is .naturally one of the m--.'1: fertile in Europe, lies 
wafte and uncultivate.d. This· will always be the COnfe
quence, when a Landlord charges his Tenant for the Sake of 
a fmall Eafe to himfelf. ' 

~ We _haye already, Sir, fo many Taxes,. fo many Impo-
. fitions; the Price of every Thing is thereby fo much enhan .. 
ced, that none of our ManufaB:ures can be fold in a Foreign 
l\.1arket fo chec4p as the fame Sort of ManufaCtures are fold 
by our Neigh~urs. To this only the great Decay of our 
'frade is to be imputed ; imd if i; had not been for fome 'na · 

· tur.al, 
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tural Advantages, it woilld have been ·before now entirely Anno f· eeo. n. 
loft and gone. It would have been happy for this Nation,~ 
if they had always raifed the Supplies within the Year : We · 
fcverely feel the EiFeB:s of this Error in Politicks committed 
by the Generation before us ; and yet 1hall we with our 
Eyes open go on in the fame Track, and doubly load our 
Pofterity for a fmall prefent Eafe to ourfelves l We are told 
that this Tax is to continue but for three Years ; but I plain-
ly fee that it muft be continued longer : By Computation it 
is allowed, that soo,ooo J, may be raifed by this Tax in the 
Space of two Years and a Half, from whence I forefee, that 
at the End of three Years we fuall be told, that there being 
Half a Year good in Hand, the Continuing it but for two 
Years longer will raife fuch another Sum. I do not doubt, 
but that at the End of this three Years, we fhall be under a 
much greater Neceffity of railing fuch a Sum by extraordi-
nary Means, than we are at prefent ; at the End of five Years 
it may be· the fame, and thus it may for ever continue. 

Even the Landed Gentlemen, if they confide,f their own 
Intereft, never will defire to be eafed as to the Land-Tax. 
by laying on any other T~ inftead thereof. In fuch a Cafe 
the Landed Gentlemen will always find, that what they fave 
by this Eafe as to the Land-Tax, is more than exhaufted by 
what they pay out of their own Pockets, towards the Tax 
laid on in its room ; and at the fame Time the poor Tenants 
.and Farmers are oppreffed, and the Trade of the Country 
undone. Let us but {uppofe, that the Sum of five Millions 
were to be raifed, and this I believe is as large a Sum as the 
nett Produce of all our Taxes will amount to. If this Sum 
were to be all raifed by a Land~ Tax, it would amount to ten 
Shillings in the Pound~ This indeed would be a moft grie
vous Tax, but let any Gentleman compute what he now pays, 

!under the prefent Method of Taxation, towards the I...and-. 
Tax, towards the Malt-Tax, towards the Window-Lights. 
and to the advanced Price of all the NecdJ'aries and Conve
niences of Life, which he either makes ufe of in his Family 
or is obliged to call and pay for when he is abroad; and I be
lieve he will :find, that in the Year's Time' it amounts to more 
than if he were to pay a Land-Tax of ten Shillings in tho 
Pound, and at leaft to as much again upon the reft of the 
People. ' This, Sir, is the unavoidable Confequence of our 
prefent Method of Taxation. The Charge is fo great, and 
the Advantages taken by the Merchant and Retailer are fo 
extravagant, that one Half at leaft of what is raifed upon the 
People never comes to the Ufe of the Prihlick; and it is fo far,. 
Sir, from bei11g laid out or expended for the Benefit of· the 

. reople, that it may fome time or another be turned to
wards the e.nJla"ring of them: F!o~ ~h~e, Sir-, ~ t1link ~t 

11 
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AnnO f· Oeo. n. is as demonllrable ·a:s any Propofition in Euclid, that if:' we 

171!-Jz. actually paid a Land-Tax of ten Shillings in the Pound, 
~ without paying any other Excifes or Duties, our Liberties 

. and our Properties would be much more fecure, and every 
Landed Gentleman might live at leaft in as much Pl~ntyJ an4 
might make a better Provifion for his Family~ thall under our 
prefent Method of Taxation. 

' I fhall conclude, Sir; with obferving tha,t a$ this Tax 
falls moft grievoufiy upon the Poor, and as they are by far 
the Majority of the People, it muft of confeq uence raife a 
general Munnuring and Difcontent again.lt the Adminiilra
tion : By this the Government, for their ewn Security, will 
be obliged to keep up a numerous Standing Anny :This will 
be a new Ground of Complaint among the People ; and 
they will at ]aft begin to ~hink, that their Liberties 
and their Properties are really in Danger; and I nupe the 
People of this Nation will always have Courage enough to, 
difpute fo facred, fo valuable a Prize ; but curfed mU:11: thff: 
be whofe Meafures fhall occafion fuch a Conte.(l;~ · 

a~ Mr Dundafs fpo~ ~ext~ 
Sir, · 

We have heard a great deal of the Inequality of the Land"! 
Tax, and great Complaints that, notwithftanding its be
ing raifeJ. for the Good of all, yet there were but a fmall 
Part of the Nation that contributed any Thing thereto : I 
grant, Sir; that it is fo far . unequal ; but then as no Mau. 
contributes but he that has an· Eftate,. it cannot be faid that 
it is infupportable to any Man ; and it muft be allowed, that _ 
the Reft of the Nation a.re quite free from that Burthen : 
But this Tax upon Salt is as unequal as the other, for there 
ar~ a great many Gentlemen in this Nation,. the greatetl Part 
of whofe Eilates confifts in Salt· Works, and by this T~ 
there will be at leaft one ftxth Part, I may fay c;m~ fourth. 
Part, of thefe Eftates taken from taein. The Inequality 
thefefore is as great with refpeB: ~o this Tax, as with ref~ 
to that upon, Land ; but no Man, no Perfon in the Natio,n 
can ~ free from this Tax upon Salt, it muft be burthenfo~ 
upon alf, and infupportable to a great many. I have the 
]efs Reafon to be againft the reviving of this Tax, be~uf~ .. 
hy the Ar~ides of the Union, that . Part of the Country 
which I come from is to be free therefrom, or at lea1l from 
the greateft Part thereof: Nor ~n I think that the; taking 
pff of a Tax, for one Year, which Scotland is by tl)e Ar
ticles of the union to be free from, and laying it on, the very 
next Year, will ever afford a Pretenc~ for the charging of 
~e People of Scotland with the Payment of fuch a Tax a 
for then it would be eafy to fubjcB: them to all thofe Taxes 
AAd P~<:sl which ~er ~~ df:Gl~+e~ ffe~ fr9.q~ t>y th~ At:ti-

- Q~ 
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tles of the Union. This, Sir, is my Opinion, but I fita.U Annes. eo.. 11 
be very forry ever to fee any Thing brought into this ~ 
Houfe, that may poffibly bring any one of the Articles of 
Union into Q!!eftion, or fo much as raife a Doubt about the 
Meaning and Intention of any one <>f them : Explanations 
in that Affair will always be dangerous, and every Man 
who willies well. either to his K.ing or his Country, will en· 
deavour as much as h~ can to avoid coming to any fuch. If 
there were no other Rea{on, Sirj for my being againfi this 
Duty upon Salt, this one is enough to me, that- there appear 
to be feveral Gentlemen in this Houfe, who are of clUfe-
rent Sentiments from me, with refpea to the Meaning and 
Intention of that A rtide of the Union, by which Scotland 
is declared free from the: Duties then payable upon Salt. I 
hope all the Gentlemen of my own Country, at leaH, are 
in this Point of the fame Sentiments with me, and confe~ 
quently as they have very 1itt1e to do in the prefent ~ef~ion, 
I hope they will at leaft withdraw, and not join in laying a 
Tax upon their Neighbours, which their own Country is not 
Co bear an equal Share in. 

~ It is well known how many Frauds and Perjuries were 
committed, during the Time that there was a Duty upon 
foreign Salt, and Drawbacks allow'd upon the Exportation 
pf Fifh cured therewith. How many Ships were fent out 
with Fifh, pretended to be fo cured, which never carried 
any to a Foreign Market? Do not we know, that fume Ships 
have been enter'd, or at ler,il pretended to have been enter'd, 
and the Drawbacks for the Cargoes of fuch pretended Ships 
have been not only allow'd, but paid, and yet it was after
wards difcover'd, that no fuch Ship was ever built ? One 
Gentleman was obliged to fly his Country for fuch Pratl:iees : 
'Tis true that he afterwards got a Pardon, and foon after, a 
Commiffion in the Cuftoms : How he came to deferve fuch 
Favour and fuch Preferment is more than I can tell ; -hut I 
am fure no Man ever was, or will be deterred from being 
guilty of fuch Crimes, by the Severity of the Punifhrnent l1e 
met with. The Multitude of tli.ofe Frauds committed by 
the Exporters, or pretended Exporters of Fifh cured witlt 
foreign Salt, was fo great, that the Government was obliged 
at laft to take the Duty entirely_ off of foreign Salt; and eve
ry Man was allowed to import Duty-free, as much as was 
neceffary for curing all the F~lh he exported to any foreign 
Market; and what was the Confequence? why, under thi9 
Pretence of curing Filh for a foreign Market, a great deal of 

· foreign Salt was imported publickly, and afterwards privateJy 
fold about the Countl'y for all the Ufes in Life ;. and it is 
well known, the Proprietors of Salt-Works know it to th~ir 
(;gft, that whil$ the Duty continued upon home-made Salt, 
·- - -- · - -· there 
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An~~o ~· ceo. II. there was rtone of it ever made qfe of in many Parts of tMs 1 

~ Ifland. If this T~x be revive4t the fame Frauds will be 
renew'd ; and Frauds there will be, put it in what Shape 
you will : If you revive the Duty on foreign Salt, there win 
then be Fra~uls as to the Drawbacks ; if you revive th~ Duty 
on home-made Salt, without laying a Duty on the Importa
tion of foreign Salt, then in feveral Places of the Country 
they will fall upon fome fraudulent Way or ·Other of getting 
foreign Salt for all Ufes; whereby you will increafe the 
national Expence, and in a little Time deLlroy moLl of your 
own Salt-Works. 

' The Iadependency of this Houfe has of late Years been 
much talk'd of; I hope it will always be independent: But 
I rnuft fay, Sir, that if a Scheme had been laid down for 
making this Haufe dependent upon the Crown, a more eafy. 
a more e1fe&al, a more certain Method could not have been 
contriv'd for the Succefs of fuch a· wicked Scheme, than thi9 
of reviving the Salt-Duty. By this Duty there is fo large a 
Sum yearly raifed, and fo little brought to the publ~ck Ac
c:ount, that it may really be moil: properly called a Bribing • 
us with our own Money. I am fure his Majefty never can 
think of fuch a Scheme; he has the lntereft of the Nation 
and the Benefit of Mankind too much at Heart, to let any 
fuch Schemes ever enter into his Thoughts ; but every Man 
is fenfible, that a great Number of Officers, all named by 
the Crown, and removeable at the Pleafure of the King, or 
of thofe in the Adminiftration, may have, if fo apply'd, an 
Influence upon the Elections for Members of Parliament ; 
and confidering the Time that this Duty is now laid on, that 
it is laid on for three Years only, and that .within that Time 
there is to be, as it is hop'd, a new Choice of Reprefenta
tives, one who does not know hls Majetly's good and juft 
Intentions will be apt to fufpeCl:, that the laying on of fuch 
a Tax at fuch a critical JW1tl:ure, is with Deftgn to influence 
the approaching Eleaions. I fuall always be agall1Ll any 
Meafure that may give the meaneft of his Majetly's SubjeCts 
the leaft Caufe to fufpea, that his Majefty ever .\lad a De
:lign of making ufe of any fuch Influence. I am convinced, 
he has no fuch Defign ; I firmly .believe he never will form 
any fuch Defign ; but as much the greateft Part of the Peo-
ple live remote from Court, and have no Opportunity of 
knowing his Majefly's real Intentions, they may put wrong 
ConftruB:ions upon Things ; and therefore no Man, who is 
a fincere Lover of the prefent happy Eftablifhment, ought to 
agree to any Meafure, which is in its own Nature liable to 
be mifapprehended, and apt to raife Jealoufies and Fears 
among his Majefty's f.iithful Subjects.' 

Mr 
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Mr Dundafs having done fpeaking, Sir Robert Walpole Ann& f· CIID.ll. 

fpoke again : ~ 
Sir, sir R. W;&~polc: 

~ Though I had cxamin'd this AfFair with the utmoil: Ac- • 
curacy I was capable of: Though I was convinced that what 
I was to propofe, was 'for the publick Good, and for the 
Relief of thofe who have been long oppreffed; ·yet I ex-
petled that the Motion l .was to make, would meet with Op-
pofition, either from thofe who have not fa thoroughly con-
iider'd this Matter, or from thofe whofe particular Intereft 
or private Views lead them to be againft it. However, this 
Difficulty and Trouble which I forefaw I was to encounter. 
did not. nor ever fhall deter me from of'ering to this Houfe 
what I take to be for the Good of my Conntry, and for 
the Relief of tbofe in Diftrefs. All publick Affemblies muft 
for ever be compofed of Perfons,. who have different Ways of 
Thinking, different lnterefts, and different Ends. Every 
Tax that can be propofed will be objetted to by fame of 
thofe who are to pay it ; and the moO: unequal Tax will be 
approved of, and preferred to the moft equal, by thofe who 
are to contribute nothing, or a very little thereto. The 
Journals of this Houfe may affi>rd us many Examples of Pe .. 
titions prefented, and a vigorous Oppofition made, again11: 
Things that have in their own Nature appeared to be aQ 
univerfal Benefit to Mankind. Thofe who live by the Ne .. 
ceffities of Mankind, will for ever oppofe what is propofed 
for their Relief; from hence it is, that we always fee great 
Oppofition made to all Attempts for improving the Na
vigation of Rivers, or of wafte Lands and Commons ; we 
are therefore, Sir, never to conclude againft the publick 
Benefit of any Propofition, becaufe we fee it violently ~ 
pofed. 

' Envy and Malice will often prompt Men to oppofe what 
is apparently for their own immediate Benefit, as well as for 
the Benefit of their Country. Every Man, I believe, even 
in a private Station of Life, has Enemies ; but thofe who 
are in any publick Station have always a great many. Thofe 
who envy thc=.m, will always grudge them the Glory of do
ing any thing for the publick Good, and will endeavour to 
defeat, or to-give a wrong Turn to whatever they propofe 
tOr the Benefit of their Country, or for the Eafe of the Pea· 
pie. I do hot believe that any Gentleman in this Houfe op-
pofes what I have moved for from any fuch Motives. I am 
perfuaded that the Oppofttion made thereto proceeds entirely 
from their miftaking the Cafe before us, and therefore I fhal1 
endeavour as much as I can, to remove thofe Miftakes, and 
fhall think the Paw I am at well beftow'd:t if I can there-. 

VoL. II. Z by 
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Anne J. c~o. n. by- convince any one Gentleman of this HouCe of the Er
~ ror he has been in. 

· The Influence to be added to the Power o{ the Crown, 
by the Addition of fuch a Number of Officers, as muft be 
employ'd in the colletting of this Revenue, is, I find, a 
mighty Objeaion againft the reviving of this Duty upon 
Salt. I am forry, Sir, to find that any Gentleman fhould 
think fo meanly of his Native Countr_y. Our Liberties and 
our Properties would indeed be in the moft imminent Danger, 
if an Addition of 4 or soo Officers could add fuch a terrible 
Influence to the Power of the Crown. But, Sir, we have 
the Experience of above 30 Years, to convince us of the 
Unreafonablenefs of fuch Apprehenfions; and during a great 
Part of this Time, the Crown had, befides this Number of 
Salt-Officers, a much more numerous Army than it has at 
prefent ; confequently the Power of the Crown muft have 
been much greater than it can be made by what is now pro
pofed, and yet it was never found to be too great; but on 
the contrary, the Crown was always obliged to fue for, and 
to fubmit to the Inclinations of the People. While thcf 
Power of the Crown is properly applyil, and made Ufe of 
only to defend the Liberties and Properties of the Subjea, 
the Crown will always have the Inclinations of the Majority 
of the People in its Favour. This is the natural and jutl 
Influence which the Crown ought to have, and I hope it will 
never have any other in this Kingdom. We know that the 
.Factious and Difaffetled have always exclaimed againft the 
Number of Officers, and have alledged that the Difappoint
ments they met with, in their Oppoficion to the moll: juft and 
moft reafonable Meafures propofed by the Court, proceeded 
from the Influence of fuch Officers ; but it is evident, that 
the People of this Nation never could be brought by fuch 
Influence, to do any thing that was inconfiftent with their 
Liberties and Privileges : And as there is no greater Number 
of Officers now propofe~ than what was befQre employ'd 
when this Duty was fubfiiling, it cannot be prefumed, that 
this Influence will now be greater than it has been in Times 
paft. Do not therefore let imaginary Fears and vain Appre
henfions deter us from giving a Relief to the moft dillreffed 
Part of our Fellow-SubjeCts. 

' Another Bugbear raifed againft this Duty on Salt is, 
that it is a Sort of Excife, and may be a Precedent for in
troducing a General Excife. I am perfuaded that no Man 
eve1· thought of introducing a General Excife into this Country; 
I can anfwer for myfelf that I never did ; but becaufe there 
is fuch a Term as a General Excife, becaufe there may be 
fuch a Thing in fome Countries, 1hall we therefOre admit of 
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no particular Excife~ nor any Duty upon any particular Com
modity? We may as well fay we will pay no Tax, ~caufe 
in fome Countries that have the Misfortune to be .fubjeCl to 
arbitrary Power, they are opprelfed with Taxes. An Excife 
is only a Word for a Tax raifed in a different Manner ; and 
if it be found by Eiperience, that our prefent Method of 
raifing our Taxes is more burthenfome upon our Trade, and 
more inconvenient and expenfive to the Merchant, than the 
raifing them by way of Excife would be, I fee no manner 
of Reafon why we 1bould be frighten'd by thefe two Words. 
General Exdfe, from changing the Method of raifing the 
Taxes we now pay, and choofing that Method. which is 
mo:fl: convenient for the trading Part of the Nation. The 
laying of an..Excife upon one Commodity, or upon one Sort of 
Provifions, can no more be a Precedent for a General Excife, 
than my giving a poor Man. half a Crown, can be a Prece. 
dent for my giving him my whole Eftate. We lind that the 
Method of rainng Taxes by way of Excife, is not abfo· 
lutely inconflll:ent with Liberty; we find it is the Method by 
which mofi: of the Taxes are raifed in Holland ; and their 
Method is reckon'd much more preferable to ours, by .all 
thofe who underfi:and any Thing of Trade ; yet no Man 
can fay but that the Dutch- are a free People, and are as 
jealous of their Liberties as any People ought in Reafon 
to be. 

' There are at prefent no Thoughts of converting any 
Duty into an Excife ; but if all or moil Part of our Cuiloms 
were converted into Exci{es, I am perfuaded it would be be
neficial to our Commerce in general, and there is no great 
Fear of its adding fo much to the Civil Lift; for notwith· 
fianding the great Clamours that have been raifed upon 
that Head, it appears, that from his Majefty's Acceffion, to 
the Year 1 7 3 I, even including the Sum of 1 1 5 ,ooo I. grant
ed by Parliament to make up the Deficiency of the Civil
Lift Revenue, [See p. 48.] the Produce of all thofc Dutic3 
appropriated to the Civil-Lift, has not in the whole amounted 
to 8oo,ooo I. per Annum which is the Sum that has been 
judged by Parliament to be necelfary for fupporting the 
Charge of his Majefty's Civil-Lilt ; fo that if by the Me· 
thad of Excife thefe Duties filould produce a little more, 
and it is not to be prefumed that they can produce a great 
deal more, they will only make up that Sum which the Par
liament have thought thernfelves obliged in J ufiicc to· make 
good to his Majefty. 

' I muft, fay, Sir, I am furprized at the Propofal that has 
been made for laying this whole Tax upon Salt made in 
Scotland ; I am perii.raded the Gentlemen are not ferious in 
what they propofed; I reckon it was mad~ only to divert 
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Anno ~· Ceo. u. the Principal Q!!eil:ion, and to oblige the Gentlemen of that 
~ Country to be againft it, not becaufe they difapprove of it 

in l!he main, bQt for fear their Country ihmdd. be, by an 
After-Refolution, charged with a Duty which, ey the Articles 
of the Union, they are declared free from for ever. The 
Salt-Duty, now propofed to be revived, was grantee! at two 
feverai Times ; one was for but I s. per Bufhel, the other was 
for z 5. 4 d. per Bu!hel. At the Time of nudcin_g the U nioo,. 
the Scots Commiifloners were willing that their Country 
ihould after a oortain Term of Years be {ubj.efi to the 1 s. 
1er Bufhel ; but they declared that .their People could flOt 

poffibly afford to pay the aclditiocal z s. and 4 d; atul there
fore they infifted upon their being free from it for ever, whicll 
on our Side was agreed to. The Aa of the 9th and 1oth o£ 
King William had impofed this Duty of z s. af'ld f d. for 
ever, aJld ·therefore that Article of the Union r.elating to this 
Duty upon Salt was drawn up in ,thefe Terms : ' That the 
' Scots iliould be .exempted, for feven Years, from all Duties 
' whatever on home-tpade Salt, aftu which they were to pq 
' the Duties levied in England, with this Exception, and in 
' thefe exprefs Words, " That Scotland lball, after the faid 
" feve,n Years, remain exempted from tlhe Duty of z s. 4 d • 
• , impofed on home-made Salt, by an ACt made in England in 
" the gth and I oth Years af King William III. of England." 
Can there be any thing more exprefs than this ? By the Act 
therein mentioned, the Duty was exprdly to continue to be 
levied in England for ever. Is it not therefore evident, that 
hy the Article of Union referring to that A a, the Scots are 
for ever to be free from that Duty ? Shall we be fo unjuft, 
fhall we be fo ungenerous, as to make ufe of a down-right 
~irk in Lawto fubjeEl: thofe People to a Duty, which by 
the Agreement between us, they are for ever to be free 
from? This was the exprefs Stipulation betweeq the two 
Nations at the Time the Union was made. How captious 
then muft it be to fay, that the Exemption can only bear a 
Relation to the Duty impofed by that Aa, and cannot be 
claimed with refpeCt to the fame Duty now to be impofed by 
a new AB: ? If fuch a Pretence were to be admitted, if taking 
off any Duty impofed by former A&, under which the Peo
ple of Scotland were intitled to an Exemption, and laying oo. 
the fame Duty again by a new Atl:, were admitted of as an 
Avoidance of their Claim of Exemption, of what Force can 
any fuch Article ef Agreement be? Have we it not in our 
Power at this rate to defeat every Exemption, which the Scots 
are intitled to by the Union? For it is but repealing that 
Act under which they claim an Exemption, and then in a_ 
Year or two afterwards impofing the £1.me Duty by a new 
Att. Thus the ~ots might be at once fubj~Cte.d to thofe 
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D~ w.bidl they ue not able, whis.:h they ought not to A.Qno s. Qeo. ~~ 
bear. But would it be fuir, would it be candid in us, to ma~""e .~ 
u!e .of fu.ch a S.uhterfug.e, aga,intl a Nation that has trufte<l 
~ IJl-uch to our Honour? 

' This Tax cannot therefore be faid to be. uneqllfll, be~ 
caufe Scotland. daes not pa~ as mw:h .as is paid in England. 
Tile People iA that CoW1try are to pay as much as they ought 
to pay, ane as much as we £an in Juftice .or Equity dem.and ; 
nor .does it f~fy whether the Share they pay be fent IJ,P 
her.e .or not : They have aa eqpal .Right to he protected an(J. 
defended ; the proteaing and defending the People of that 
Country is a Part of the Public~ Charge : It is a Part of the 
N atiQ.Qal Expeace, and mu.ft be defrayed out of the Publi~]{. 
Revenue; and the applying the Money raifed in t.b.at Coun
try, towards the puhlick Expence in tha.t Country, is d1e fam~ 
as if.it wer.e k.nt up to the Exchequer here. \Ve ought to~ 
the more careful of that Part of the IOand, becaufe we hav• 
fouad. by ExperieQce, · that .t:b.ere can be no Jnyafion upon, 
nor any Cgmmotioo among the People in that Country, but 
wha.t .mufi {Don .come to ai"eCl: ®rfelves, For .our own Sa
fety then we are obliged to be at .the Charge of def~nding 
them, a.nd conf~l,J.ew:ly it can be no Obj.e.B:ioa againft any 
Tax, that the Produce thereof arifmg in Scotland is applied 
to the al){wering of {Q.Ch a Purpofe. Nor is .this Tax unequal, 
becau,fe of the Loia that th~ Proprietors of Salt-Works may 
fuftain, for none of their FJlates can be thereby diminilhed. 
The Tu is not paid by the Maker, or by the Seller, but by 
the C~mfumer ; ,a,nd t.he Charge comes to fuch a Trifle upon 
e:very particular Ma.n, that it cannot be pretended that any 
Man :wi}J. confUD;le lefs Salt than he did before ; if there were 
no fuch Tax, no .Man w.ould make ufe of more Salt than 
he had occafian for, and the Tax makes fo fmall an addi
tional Charge, tl1at it will never oblige any Man to make 
ufe of lefs. 

' The great .Charge of r.aifmg this Tax, has been made 
ufe of as a weight¥ Argument agaioft it ; but when we como 
to ~ke .a Comparifon between this and the Land-Tax, tho 
Difference will be found to be but inconfiderable. If proper 
Allo:wances are made, it .will be found that the raifing of this 
Tax upon Salt will not coft the Government above zz,ooo I. 
per .&enunz. The Land Tax we know cofts the P11blick, by 
Parliamentary Allowance and other neceffary Charges of 
Managemel1t, at leaft 1 3,500 I. per A11num ; befides this, 
there is an Office kept in Commiffion on purpofe for fuper
iotending it, .which coils above 4000 I. per Annum more ; 
fo that the ~andp Tax really cofts the Publick about I 8,ooo 1. 
per A1m11m. Thus the Difference between t.h~ Charge of 
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AADD S; Geo. lL raifing the Salt Tax, and that or railing the Land-Tax appean 
~ at laft to be but 4000 l. pu .AnnU/11, which is not Half a Far• 

thing in a Year to every Perf on that is to contribute there
unto. Shall we then for the Sake of faving this 4000 I. a 
Year to this Nation in general, or this Half-Farthing to 
every particular Perfon ; fltall we, I fay, for this Reafon con• 
tinue to opprefs the Landed Gentlemen, contrary to all E
quity and j uftice, and refufe to approve of a Meafure by 
which they are to be relieved, without throwing any fenfible 
Charge upon any one Man in the Nation ? If the Dilference 
were much higher than what it is, is it not with refpetl to 
the Nation in general amply repaid by this, that in continll• 
ing the Land-Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound, the Na
tion is obliged to raife the whole Sum wanted within one 
Year ? whereas if the Land-Tax is put at One Shilling i~ the 
Pound, and the Salt-Tax laid on inftead of the other Shil
ling, the Nation has three Years to raife that S~ which 
mherways is to be raifed in one. Every Man in common 
Life, would rather chufe to have three Years for ,the Pay· 
ment of a Debt, than to be obliged to pay it in o.ne : Every 
Man would be glad to pay fomething for fuch an Indulgence, 
and a great deal more in Proportion, than the Difference of 
rhe Charge in raifmg thofe two Taxes can e_ver amount to. 

' The great Difference, that always appeared between the 
grofs and nett Produce of this Duty, has been made ufe of 
as an Argument to ihew the great Charge of colleCting this 
Revenue, and to convince us that there was always a great 
deal more raifed from the People, than ever came to the 
Benefit of the Publick; but this Argument will quite vanifh 
when the Matter is fet in a clear Light ; it will then appear. 
that thofe Gentlemen are in a very great Miftake ! They 
have always caUed that the grofs Produce, which never was 
any thing but the grofs Charge ; thefe are two Things of a 
very difFerent Nature, and therefore they neVer ought to be 
confounded by thofe, who have a mind to form a right J udg
ment about any Branch of the Re¥enue. We know that 
while this Duty was fubftfting. the grofs Charge was gene
rally reckoned, Communihus AnniJ, at about 4-7o,ooo 1. per 
Annum, but then there were a great many Articles charged 
to this Branch, which neve: were really produced or paid 
to it, and confequent1y they never can be reckoned any Part 
ofits grofs Produce. I fuall take Notice of the moft con· 
:fiderable of thofe Artides, which were charged and brought 
to the general Account of this Branch, without ever being 
produced or paid by any one Perfon, and therefore it is cer
tain that they never could be looked on as a Charge or Bur
then upon the Subjects of this Nation, 
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' In former Times, while this Duty was fubfiO:ing, we A1mo f. Ceo. u. 

know that all Salt was charged with Duties when fold and ~ 
delivered from the Works, andconfequently from that Inftant 
it became an Article of the grofs Charge of this Revenue ; 
but tHen whatever Salt was bought by any Perfon who had a 
mind to export the fame, he paid no Money for the Duties 
then charged upon the Salt he had bought, but entered into 
a Bond to pay the Duty, wMch Bond was cancelled upon a 
Debenture made out, certifying the Salt to have been export-
ed. From hence it appears, that for all the Salt that ever 
was exported, there never was One Farthing of Money ac-
tually paid by the Subjell: ; and by the Books it appears~ 
that this one Article alone at a Medium, amounted to 
12o,ooo 1. per .Annum. As no Part of this Sum was ever 
produced or paid by any Perfon, therefore it cannot be reck· 
oned as a Part of the grofs Produce, though it was always 
reckoned as a Part of the grofs Charge. 

" Another confiderable Article arofe from what was al
lowed for, the Fiihery; for Curers of Fi1h paid no Duty., 
neither did they give Bonds for what Salt they ufed in cu
ring of Fifu ; but the Q!!antities, which they took up for 
that purpofe, were all entered in the Accounts of the Office~ 
as a Part of the grofs Charge of this Duty, and were all dif
charged upon due Proof given, that the Salt had been ufed 
in curing of Fifu ; and this Article amounted at a Medium 
to 51 ,ooo I. per Amzum, which is likewife to be dedutl:ed from 
the grofs Charge. 

• Rock-Salt was charged with the Duty at the Pits, and 
a great deal of this Rock-Salt was afterwards melted down. 
and made into White Salt, which was alfo charged with the 
Duty, and both thefe Duties were charged in the Accounts 
of the Office ; but the Refiner or Maker had an Allowance 
for fo many Bufuels of Rock .. Salt, for which the Duty had 
been charged, as he had melted down and made ufe of in 
making White Salt. This Article generally amounted to 
about 36,ooo I. per .Ann14111, and isto be deduCted from the 
grofs Charge. 

' It is well known that the whole Sums, payable for Duties, 
were always charged in the Books of the Office ; and yet 
there was always a Difcount for Prompt-Payment allowed, 
which amounted to about 2o,ooo I. yearly; and befides this, 
there was another Allowance for Wafte on Salt carried Coaft. 
wife, which one Year with another came to 1 1 ,ooo l. per 
.Annum. There was likewife an Allowance for Salt loft at 

·Sea, and an Allowance or, a Drawback upon Salt-Beef and 
Pork exported, both which amounted to r6sol. per .Annum. 
All th,efe Sums added together amounted to 239,650 I. and 
!U they never were raifed upon the SubjeCt. or if raifed were 
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lldM S· ~. n. always returned, therefore they milft all be dedu&d from th.e 
~ Grofs Charge, and the remaining Swn only, being 230,3)01. 
· is to be .reckoned the Grofs ProdYce. From which if we de

duct the Charges of Management, viz. 2 5 ,ooo 1. there re
mains 205,350 l. which is the Nett Produce. And if from 
chis we dedutl the Bounties paid ·annually to the Exporters of 
fifh, and which muft be paid whether we revive this Tax or 
:aot, thefe Bounties ""mounting yearly to the Sum of 19-,ooo 1. 
the remaining Sum will then be the Nett Sum to be paid into 
the Exchequer, viz. 186,3 50 1. on the Credit of which 
500,000 1. is now propofed to be raifed. 

' By this ihort Abftrae\: of the Atcount, it will, I think. 
Sir, moft evidently appear, that there is nothing in that 
Argument fo much in:fifted on, that there is a great deal 
more raifed upon the People· than ever can come to the 
Eenefi.t of the Publick. There is no ev~ng of Fa&, and 
npon the moil: exaa Examination of them it appears, that 
every Shilling that is actually raifed from the People, comes 
"'..the U fe of the Publick, except this Sum of z 5, ooo I. per 
.JinntHn, aUowed for the Management of this Revenue. And 
even this z; ,ooo 1. is all to be given to our own People ;. 
many Families may be thereby maintained who would other
wife be a Burthen upon their Country ; and thus the greateft 
Part even of that Sum will come to be ufeful to the Nation 
in general, 'and may therefore be properly faid to come to 
abe Benefit of the Publick. 

' Great Complaints have been made, and a great Clamour 
raifed, that this Tax will always give great Occafion to 
Frauds and Perjuries, I am perfuaded, Sir, that no. Excifc 
whatever is attended with fewer Frauds in the Management 
than this Tax now under our Confideration. What is gene. 
rally prefumed to give Occafion to Frauds and Petjuries ia 
all Methods of Taxation, is, when great Sums of Money are 
to be paid by the SubjeCt, and returned to them again upon 
certain Events. Let any Man but examine the Articles of 
the Grofs Charge of this Revenue, he will ind, that there is 
no Money paid and returned. In all thofe Articles by which 
the Grofs Amount is made to exceed the Grofs Produce, ·the 
Accounts of the Office are carried on by way of Debtor and 
CreditGr i there is hardly ever any Money paid by the Sub
je8:, that is to be returned either to him or to any other upon 
any Event whatfoever; we rnuft therefore conclude, that in 
the Method by which this Tax was formerly, and is now 
again propofed to be raifed, there can be nothing to tempt 
rhe Avarice, or to encourage the Frauds of Knavifh Dealers. 

• I 1hall now, Sir, examine fome of thofc particular Ob. 
jeflions that have been made to this Tax. The only one 
that I tbink has any Appca.rance of !teafoo in it1 is,. T~at 
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with refpea to the Navigation of Great Britain, it is pre- Anno 5· Geo. 11. 

tended that it will be a great Burthen upon the victualling of ~ 
our Ships : But unluckily it happens, that the Navigation of 
Great Britain never flourifhed more than it did under the 
Payment of this Tax. In a Courfe of Five and Thirty Years 
that this Tax continued, it cannot be faid, that ever our 
Shipping or our Navigation fuffered in the leaft; on the con-
trary, there is not, I believe, any fuch Term in all our Hif-
tory, in which the Number of our Seamen, and the Number 
and Tonnage of our Ships encreafed fo much as it did in 
that Time. This is of itfelf a clear Proof that this Tax 
can be no Difcouragement to. our Navigation. But in Fact 
it is plain, that the additional Expence occafioned ·by this 
Duty is fuch a meer Trifle, that it never can be any Bur-. 
then ; by Accounts from the Vitl:ualling-O.ffice it appears, 
that the Charge for J o,ooo Men in the Service of his Ma-
jefiy'~ Navy, was at a Medium but 2,6oo I. per Annum ex-
tnordinary Expence, occafioned by the Duty on Salt, which 
is uo more than 1ive Shillings per Man ; fo that if we reckon 
30,000 Men employed in the Navigation carried on by the 
Merchants of Great Britain, the Duty on the whole Con-
fumption of Sak in that Service will not exceed 7 ,8oo 1. per 
.dnnum, and furely no Man will imagine this to be a grievous 
and an infupportable Load upon the whole Navigation of 
Great Britain. But thofe that know any Thing of tl1e Mer-

. -chant Service can teftify, that Salt-Provifions are not the 
only ViCtualling made ufe of in that Service. Their Ships 
are often in fome Port or another, and then the Sailors live 
moftly upon frelh Provifions; even when they are at Sea,. 
it is well known that the greateft Part of their Food confiils 
of dried Fith, frefh Filh catched at Sea, Flower, Rice, and 
other fuch Provifions. Aboard of Merchant Ships they never 
<onfume near fo much Salt-Provifio.ns, in proportion to the 
Number of their Hands, as they do aboard any of his Ma
jefiy's Ships of War. And our Merchant-Ships which trade 
to Ireland or to the Plantations, generally take in their 
Salt-Provifions in one of thofe two Places, becaufe of the 
Cheapnefs of Meat in thofe Countries ; fo that the Expence 
brought upon our Navigation by this Tax, efpecially in the 
Merchant Service, will at ]ail be reduced to fuch a Tdle, that 
it will become altogether infenfible. And as to the Exporta
tion of Salt-Provifions this Duty can never be any Difcou
ragement to fuch a Trade, becaufe the Exporters are allowed 
a Drawback in Lieu of the Duty they have paid. 

' If Salt be of fa great a Benefit as has been reprefented 
in the Manuring of Lands~ it .is certain that foul Salt may 
do as well for that Purfofe as any other Salt whatever, 
~d any Quantity of fuch Salt may be had gratis for carrying 
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Anno ,-. ceo. n. it ott from the Pits ; no Duty was ever paid or charged f'or 
~ fuch Salt ; the Perfon who took it away to manure his Land. 

having an Officer with him, was always intitled to ufe it 
Duty free ; if the Tax be revived it will ftill be the fame, 
~nd confequently the Duty can never be a Hindrance to the 
Improvement of our Lands, fince the only Salt that is proper 
for that Purpofe is always io be had Duty·free. And as to 
the Farmers and Graziers of Great Britain, this Duty can 
never be any great Charge upon them ; whatever Salt they 
ufe in making up any Goods for the Market, is paid for at 
the Market by the Buyer, and fo comes at laft to fall where 
aU Duties ought to fall, upon the Confumer. In their own 
Families there is but very little Salt confumed, and therefore 
the Duty cannot fall heavily upon them. If upon Computa
tion it be found, that the Duty coils but Five Shillings a 
Head at Sea, it cannot coft above half that Sum at Land, 
even if we were to fuppofe that there are as much Salt-Pro
vi1ions made Ufe of at Land as at Sea; becaufe we know that 
there is not half the Q.!antity of Salt made ufe of in curing 
Provifions for the Land, as in curing Provifions for the Sea
Service : But we know that for more than half the Year,. 
the Country People live entirely upon the Produce of the 
Dairy and the Garden, and even for . the other Half of the 
Year, they live more upon Cabbage, Roots, altd fuch Things,. 
than upon Sal: Meat, confequently we cannot reckon that this 
Duty will ftand the Farmer in above one Shilling a Head 
for thofe Perfons that live in his Family. It is indeed im
poffible that it can coft fo much ; we may modeftly reckon 
that the whole People of England amount to at leaft Eight 
Millions of Perfons ; every one of whom contributes his 
Share to this Duty; if then, Sir, the Sum raifed which is 
230,350 I. be dillributed among Eight Millions of Perfons, 
it will not amount to 7 d. a Man; and if from thence 
we dedutl: t~ 19,ooo 1. which the People of England are 
obliged to pay, whether this Tax be revived or not, we muft 
conclude that no Perfon in England contributes more than 
6 d. thereto, for his own perfonal Confumption. He that 
keeps a great many Perfons in his Family, muft indeed pay 
for each of them, but whoever does fo muft either have a 
good Eftate or a good Trade, and confequently m~ very 
well afford to pay; and this, Sir, is the Excellency of the 
Salt-Tax, that every Man is thereby obliged to contribute to 
the Publick Charge, according to his Condition in Life. For 
I think no Man will fay but that he who has a good Trade, 
or a great deal of Money out at Intereft, ought to contribute 
as much to the Defence ofProperty, as he that has a Land
Eftate that brings in no greater Yearly Revenue. 

' I hope~ Sir, l have now made it appear to the Con· 
vitUon 
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viflion of every Man that hears me, that the Salt-Duty is no Anno s. Ceo. Il. 

Burthen upon the People of England, or upon any Part of ~ 
them; that it can be nq Hindrance to the Improvement of 
our Land·Eftates, nor any Prejudice to our Trade or Navi-
gation; and it is, I may fay, [elf-evident, that it is a more 
juft, a more equal, and a better proportioned Tax, than 
any that is raifed, or can be contrived to be raifed upon the 
People of this Nation. The Land. Tax upon the other hand 
is the moft unequal, the moft grievous, and the moil oppref-
:five Tax that ever was raifed in this Country ; it is a Tax 
which never ought to be raifed but in Times of the moft 
extreme Neceffity. The heft Judges, the trueft Patriots in 
all Countries, have been of Opinion, that of all Taxes, that 
upon immoveable Goods, that upon Lands and Houfes ought 
to be the Iaft Refource. In fuch a Cafe th~re are but few 
of the People that contribute to the Publick Expence, and 
even among thofe few there will always be a great Partiality 
as to the Value that is put upon Men Eftates. This we are 
very fenfible of in England ; there are fame Landed Gentle-
men that pay a Land-Tax equal to the full Value of their 
Eftates, while others do not pay equal to a third Part of the 
real Value ; and generally thofe Gentlemen, who fuffer moft 
by this Partiaiity, are thofe whofe Anceftors were a Sort of 
Knight-Errants for the Revolution. They gloried in that 
happy Event, they thought themfelves, in Honour and 
Juihce, obliged to pay their equal Share for the Support of 
fo glorious a Caufe, in proportion to the real Value of the 
Eftates they poife:ffed ; and therefore they gave them in at 
the full Value. This was J uftice, this was a laudable Zeal for 
the Happinefs of the Nation, and for the Liberties and Privi-
leges of the People; but their Pofterity fuffer'd feverely for 
it ; and as they always will be the greateft Sufferers by every 
Land-Tax, ()ught not the Merit and the honeft Zeal of their 
Forefathers to plead ftrongly for their Relief, at leaft with all 
thofe who are Friends to our prefent happy Eftablilhment? 

' To pretend, Sir, that the taking off a Shilling in the 
Pound of the Land-Tax, and raifing tl:e Salt· Tax in the 
room thereof, will be no Eafe to moHt or to any of the 
Landed Gentlemen in England, appears to me to be realy a 
Sort of Paradox. I believe there are few Landed Gentle .. 
men in England, whofe Eftates do not: amount to 1 oo J. 
per .Ann!i?n ; I am fure that the Landed Gentlemen of fuch 
'E.ftates, or of any Land Eftate from 1 oo 1. to rooo 1. per 
.Annum, are the greateft ObjeCts of Compaffion, and deferve 
moft the Confideration of this Haufe; becaufe thofe, who 
have Iefs than tool. a Year in Land, are generally either 
Farmers or Grafiers, or have fame other Bufinefs as a Help 
{o.r the Support of their Families. .A Gentleman then of 
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Anno S· Geo. u. I oo 1. a Year in Land, if his Eftate be rated a~ the fuU Value, 

IW-J:!.. faves 51. a Year by the Abatement of I s. in the Land-Tax: 
c....--v---J Let us fee ifit be poffiblc that this can again be drawn from 

him by the Salt-Duty. I believe it will eaflly be granted me, 
that no Man, of l oo 1. a Year and no more, Land-Efta.te, 
without any other Bufinefs keeps Sixteen in Family; but fup
pofing he does, yet at 6 d. a Head the Salt-Duty cannot 
amount to more in the whole three Years than 24 s_ How 
then is it poffible to pretend that this is not a Relief to fuch a 
Gentleman ? To pay but z4 s. in three Years, and at a thou
fand, I may fay, different Payments, is furely better, and 
much lefs grievous, than to be obliged to pay 51. in one 
Year, and at moft at two Payments. But fuppofe that fuch 
a Man's Eftate is rated at the loweft Value, that an_);. Lands 
in England are prefumed to be rated at ; fuppofe Juch an 
Eftate to be rated but at one third of the full Value, yet frill 
by an Abatement of 1 s. in the Pound Land-Tax, he faves 
above 3 3 s. and therefore fuch an Abatement rnuft be a Re
lief even to f uch a Man, of at leaft 9 s. befides the Advan
tage he has of having a much longer Time to pay a lefs Sum. 
Thus we fee that what is now propofed muft be a very great 
Relief to thofe, who are oppreffed with Mortgages and Rent
Charges, and muft be fame Relief to every Landed Gentle
man in the Kingdom, who h¥ nothing but the Rents of his 
Eftate to depend upon, for the Support of his Family, and 
providing for his Children. 

' If there were any Danger, Sir, tha~ the reviving of this 
Tax would occafion Murmurings among the People, I fho'uld 
be as much againft it as any Man in this Houfe ; but the 
Tax is in its own Nature fo equal, and paid by fuch a vaft 
Multitude of People, and at fo many different Payments, 
that it becomes quite infenfible to every particular Man. We 
know by Experience, that during the long Time it was paid 
by the People, it never occ:tfioned the leaft Uneafinefs, and 
we find that the Remiffion of it gave no Eafe ; it occaiioned 
no Joy among the People, nor were there any good Effects 
cf it felt, either as to the lowering the Price of Goods or 
Provifions at Market, as to the raifing the Value of Lands, 
cr as to the reducing the Wages commonly given to Jour
neymen and Day-L:1bourers. Thofe therefore who have a 
Regard to the Intereft of his Majefty, or to the Eafe and 
O!!iet of the Kingdom. cannot make the Jeaft Scruple in 
preferring a Tax that is felt by no Man, to. a Tax that is 
infupportable to a great many of thofe that are obliged to 
contribute thereto. Such a Me.&fure can breed no new Ene
mies to our pre(ent happy Ellablilhment, but muft convert a 
great many of the old, and infure the Affections of the moft 
confiderable Part of his Majefty's SubjeCts. 

~In 
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' In this .. Sir, as well as in all the other Motions, which Anno S· Ceo. u. 

~ • l7JI·J~ 
I have ever had the Honour to make to this Haufe, I have ~ 
always acted according to my own Judgment fm the Good of 
my Country, and therefore, Sir, I have no Reafon to be 
afraid of the Curfes and Imprecations of any Man. I do 
not think it altogether Parliamentary to ufe any fuch Ex-
preffions in this Houfe ; every Man ought in common Chari· 
ty to be prefumed to aa according to what he thinks bell. 
and moil: conducive to the Interejl: and Happinefs of his 
Country. I have always done fo, and while I continue to 
do fo, I fhall defpife any Outcries that may be groundlefly 
J"aifed againil me, or againft any Meafure I propofe. 

' To conclude, Sir, the only Thing I had in View was, 
to propofe what I thought the moft eafy and the moft con
venient Method of relieving the ~anded-Gentlemen, in Part 
at leaft of that Tax which has fo long lain heavy upon them, 
and upon them only ; I am convin~ed that every Gentleman 
in this Houfe will agree with me in this, that a Land-Tax, 
even of two Shillings in the Pound is a moft grievous Tax 
upon all the Landed-Gentlemen in the Kingdom, more efpe
cially upon thofe, whofe EH:ates are charged with heavy Mort
gages or large Annuities; and I think I have clearly fhewn, 
that the Duty upon Salt is no way inconftftent with our Con. 
fiitution, h no way burthenfome either upon our Navi
gation or our Trade, and I am fure it cannot with any Ap-
pearance of Reafon be faid to be grie,vous upon any parti
cular Man, or upon any Set of Men within the Dominions 
of Great-Britain. Let us then, for God's Sake, Gentle
men, have fome Confa.deration for the Freeholders, who have 
fuffered fo much for many Years ; let us have fome Com
pa.fiion for thofe Gentlemen, whofe Eftates are deeply charged 
with Mortgages and Annuities, occaftoned by the heavy 
Land-Taxes which their Forefathers have been obliged to 
pay. It is but reafonable that the Creditor fhou]d contri
bute to the publick Expence as well as his Debtor ; and ths 
moft proper Method for effetluati9g fo juft a Defign is, in 
my Opinion, the reviving the Duty upon Salt. If any Gen· 
tleman can propofe a better, I iliall moft heartily join with 
him, and whoever thinks he cannot, will, I hope, ag~ee to 
what_ I have propofed. • 

Then Mr Pulteney replied as follows : Mr w. Pulteney. 

Sir, 
' From what his Majefty was gracioully pleafed to tell us 

from the Throne at the Beginning of this Seffion, I did in
deed expect, I believe the whole People of England with me 
did expetl:, that we were to receive fome Eafe as to our 
Taxes ; fame real, fome effetlual Eafe was expeB:ed, and 
was with Reafon expeaed. How are thefe Expettatiol:ts of 
·- · the 
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AMo J. eeo.n. the poor People to be anfwer'd? By the Propofition now 
~ made, a Part, by much the greateft Part of them, are to be 

fubjetled to a new -Tax, and the remaining Part are to be 
indeed free of a Part of an old Tax, but inftead thereof 
they are to pay a new Tax, which will be equally grievous 
to moft of them, at the fame Time that it is grievous to 
every other Perfon in the Nation. This, Sir, is the Relief 
that the People of England are, ·by the Propofition now made, 
to meet with from the Eftablilhment of a profound Tranqui· 
lity both Abroad and at Home. · 

' Every Gentleman in this Houfe muft remember, how 
this Tax upon Salt came to be taken off. Only two Years 
4go his Majefty was pleafed to open the Seffion with a moO: 
gracious Speech, in which he expreffed a compa1Iionate Con
cern for the Hardfuips of the poor Artificers and Manufac. 
turers ; from whence we' muft conclude, that his Majefty's 
Opinion then was, that that Sort of People laboured under 
the greateft Hardfuips, and were the firft who ought to be 
relieved. The Circumftances of the Nation are not much 
altered fince that Time ; the Landed Gentlemen are not, I 
bope, grown very much poorer, or lefs able to bear Bur
thens ; the ppor Artificers and Manufacturers, are not, I am 
fure, grown r1cher; and therefore I muft think, that his Ma
jefty has not alter'd his Opinion, whatever fome Gentlem,en 
in this Houfe may have done : It is certain fome of them 
have, becaufe at that Time there was not fo much as 
one Man in this Houfe, that difFered in Opinion from his Ma
jefty. Every Man agreed that the poor Artificers and Ma
nufaCturers were the firft, who ought to meet with Relief 
from the happy Situation of our Affairs ; the only Difference 
was as to the Manner of giving them Relief, and even that 
did not bear a ~e.fiion ; this Tax upon Salt was then 
thought fo grievous upon the Trade, the Manufactures, and 
the Poor of this Nation, that it was given up even by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who has now made the Mo
tion for reviving it. I wifh he had given us fame Reafon 
for his being now of a difFerent Opinion, from what he was 
of at that Time ; for it muft proceed from fame Faa, or 
from fome Circumftance that has either happened fince that 
Time~ or is foon to happen. If he forefees any extraordi
nary Event, I wifh ~e had been fo good as to communicate 
it; for my own part, I can fee none that can poffibly induce 
me to change my Opinion ; but on the contrary, I forefee 
many for confirming me in the faJll.e Sentiments I .was then 
of; and which I think ought to confirm every Man who con
fiders th~ Confequences of Things, and has a ftronger Re
gard for the Liberties of His Country, and tile Happinefs of 
fofterity J than he has for hi$ own bwnediate lntereft. 

· ·' I aru. 
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c I am very ready to believe, that every Man aCis from Anno~. eeo. n., 

the jufteft Motive, and from a ftncere and hearty Regard for ~ 
the Intereft of his Country, and for the Happinefs of his · 
Fellow-Subje&; but as the true Motives of a Man's acting 
or fpeaking cannot be with any Certainty difcovered by ano-
tber, therefore we are to regard only what he does or fays. 
A Man may aa honeftly, may argue juftly from very bad 
Motives ; and on the other Hand we know, that many wrong 
Aaions and foolifh Arguments have proceeded from Motives,. 
that were in themfelves generous an4 good. Let us then in 
Charity believe, that whoever differs from us is in a Miftake,. 
and that whoever agrees with us, a& from the fame good 
Motives we do ourfelves ; then we fhall examine each 
other's Arguments with Candour; then is Truth moft likely 
to prevail. 

" Let us not confound the Matter in Hand, and believe 
that the Q.!!eftion now before us, is, whether or no a Relief 
ought to be granted to the Landed-Intereft: That is no way 
at prefent the ~etHan in Debate. By the Refolutions of 
this Houfe npon the Supply, there is soo,ooo I. to b{;: raifed 
for the Current Service of the Year ; the raifing of this Sum 
we have already made nece1fary i our Refolution is not to 
be recalled. We are now in a Committee of Ways and 
Means, and the only Q!!eftion before us, ·is, whether we are 
ro raife this Sum of soo.ooo 1. by laying a Shilling upon 
Land, or by reviving the Outy upon Salt. Neither of them 
Ca.n be a ltelief to the Landed Gentlemen; upon the contra
ry both muft be burthenfome to them. But the one or the 
other we have made necefi"ary, and therefore the only ~e
ffion now before us is, by which of thefe Ways we fhaU 
raife this soo,ooo 1. 

This being then the true State of the Q!!eftion, we are 
to confider which of thefe Methods will be moft convenient 
for the Nation in general, and that we are to choofe without 
any RefpeCl: to who is, or who is not to contribute thereto ; 
for we are never to do any Injury to our Country for the 
fake of any private Man, or of any particular Set of Men. 
The Thoughts of raifing a General Excife, I find, have been 
difdaimed by every Gentleman, who has fpoke in this De
bate ; I hope this Nation will never be in fuch flavifh Cir
curnftances, as that any Man dare openly avow fuch a De
ftgn ; but I wifh that every GeDtleman that has talked upon 
this Subjeft, had explained to us what he meant by a Gene
ral Excife ; for if any Gentleman thereby means, that the 
People are to pay Excifes upon every Thing they ufe either 
for Food or Raiment, he will find that there is no fuch 
General Excife in the moft arbitrary, the mofi flaV"ifh Coun
~ry upon Earth. I believe there is no Country under the 

Sun, 
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AMa J· eeo. u. Sun, where the People pay an Excife for the Water they 
:t?lt·Jt.. , drink, and. yet in fame Countries it will be allowed that 
~ there are fuch Things as General Excifts. I therefore take it. 

that the proper Meaning of a General Excife relates not to 
the Things upon w_hich it is_raifed, put to the Perfons from 
whom; and every Excife is a General Excife, if the whole 
Body of the People, the Poor, the Needy, the moft Wretch~ 
ed, are obliged to contribute thereto. If this,be the Mean
ing of a General Excife, the Excife now propofed to be raif~ 
ed upon the People of this Nation, is as General as any one 
that can be, or ever was invented under the moft abfolute 
Tyranny. And if this be granted, and tamely fubmitted to 
by the People, it may be an Encouragement to ambitious 
and wicked Minifters in future Times, to proceed a Step 
farther, and lay another Excife upon fame other Commo
dity ufed by the Generality of the People ; that again will 
give Encouragement to a third Attempt, and fo on, till at 
Iaft the People of this Country be fubjected, as well as 
{orne of our Neighbours, to a General Excjfe in the moil 
extenfive Senfe ; that is, an Excife upon every Perfon, and 
upon almofr every Thing, that can be converted to the Ufe 
of Man. 

Such a General Excife was never efrablifh'd at once in 
any Country, it has every where been introduced by De
grees ; and in all the Countries where fuch an Excife has 
been eftablilhed, we may generally obferve, that the :firfi: 
Step made towards it was, the introducing this very Excife 
now propofed to be laid upon the People of this Nation. 
When we were involved in a heavy and expenfive War, 
when we were fighting for every Thing that was near and 
dear to us, when our Land Tax was at four Shillings in the 
Pound, when every Thing we could think of was loaded 
with Duties and Cufioms, it was then a Sort of Neceffity upon 
us to fubmit to fuch an Excife ; but if we agree to it now, 
during a Time of profound Peace, and when no Neceffity 
calls, for our Submiffion, will it not then be a Precedent for 
every Excife that in future Times may or can be invented? 
And a few more Ex~ifes would, I fear, render our Liberties 

-precarious, and entirely dependent upon the Good-Will and 
Pleafure of thofe, who fhall happen to be intrufted with the 
chie( Power of colleaing the Publick Revenue. The givin~ 
a Man half a Crown is indeed w Precedent for my giving: 
him my whole Eftate; but if I repe«t my Generality too 
often, and continue it too long, I may happen to put it in his 
Power to take the Refidue from me, whether I will or no, 
and in fuch Cafe, I am afraid, it would be too lnte to alledge, 
that the one is no Precedent for the Other ; for if by my 
Simplicity I reduce myfelf to fuch Circumil:ances, I muft fub-

. nUt 
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-- mit to whatever he may be pleafed to call a good Precedent. Anno s. Ceo.u. 

I P 0 .n. "II b fc F c. . I?Jl·j%. I wpe no fOJeu WI e~er e et on oot, tor convertmg any ~ 
of our prefent Taxes or Cuftoms into Excifes; but if ever 
fuch a Projetl: be fet on Foot, I fhall then, I believe, be ab)e 
to fhew, that no Dutch Cuftom can in that Refpect be a 
good Rule for us. The Nature of their Government, the 
Situation and Condition of their Country, and the Nature 
of the Commerce carry'd on by them, is fo vaftly different 
from ours, that what may be fafe and eafy in one Country, 
may be grievous to the People, and inconfulent with the 
Liberties of the other. 

' I am very far from thinking, that four or five hundred 
Officers at the Difpofal of the Crown, can at any Time be 
of dangerous Confsquence to the Freedom of Elections, or to 
the Liberties of the People ; but I cannot be perfuaded, ~hat 
I think meanly of my Country, when I declare that I 
am jealous of fuch a Number as feven or eight hundred, 
added to a vaft Multitude of Tax-Gatherers we had before 
among us. When the Balance of Power comes near to its 
juft Equilibrium, a fmall Weight thrown into either Scale 
overfets the Ballance, and the Equilibrium can never be re
eftablilhed without a great deal of Danger and Trouble. It 
is certain, that a Multitude of Officers at the Beck of an Ad. 
miniftration, and fpread over all the Counties, Cities, and 
Boroughs of the Kingdom, may have a vaft Influence at all 
EleCtions ; and if ever they lhould happen to receive Orders 
for that Purpofe. we may judge what Ufe they will make of 
the Influence they may have: I believe it will be generally 
agreed, that if ever we fhould have an Adminiftration wicked 
enough to make Ufe offuch an I,1fluence, it will not be con
verted towards the Prefervation of the Liberties of the Peo· 
ple. The Character of thofe great Patriots, who firft con
trived this Duty, was no Argument for the Continuance of 
it, much lefs is it ~'n Argument for tit.~ Reviving it. They 
did not out of Wantonnefs contrive fuch a Duty ; they were 
conftrain'd by a fatal Neceffity, to lay it upon the Nation at 
that Time. They made no bad Ufe of it, but we are not 
from thence to infer, that no bad Ufe will ever be made of 
it: From our own Hiftory we may be inform'd, that a very 
bad Ufe has been made offeveral Things, which for many 
Years after the firft- Infi:itudon had never been converted to 
any unlawful Purpofes. Wherever there is any fuch Danger 
to lte fear'd, we ought not willingly, we ought not prefump
tuoufly to expofe ourfelves thereunto. Such Evils may be 
eafily avoided, but are not eafily removed. One of the chief 
Reafons urged for the abolifhing of this Duty, was, the 
Number of Officers employ'd in the collecting thereof, fuch a 
Number of Officers wa5 then faid to be inconfiftent with the 
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Liberties cf a free People. This Argument was then made 
ufe of, and was then admitted to be a good Argument ; 
how it comes now to be fuch a trifling one, I cannot ap-
prehend. But if it is not now admitted as a fufficient Ar
gument againft the reviving of this Duty for three Years. 
I much fufpea, that at the End of this Term of three 
Years, neither this Argument, nor any other, will have 
Weight enough to prevent the continuing of it for a much 
longer Tenn. 

' I muft fay, Sir, that I am afloniih 'd to hear any Man 
who has ever read the Articles of Union, or is in the leaft ac
quainted with the TranfaCl:ions of thofe Times, pretend that 
the People of Scotland are any way intitled to an Exemption 
from the Salt·Ducy, or from any Part of it, when it is to be 
laid on for the current Service of the Year. It is very well 
known, that it was laid down by the Commiffioners of both 
Kingdoms, as the Bafis and Foundation of the Union, That 
• there iliall be an Equality of fucifes, Cuftoms, and all other 
'. Taxes throughout the united Kingdoms.' There was at that 
Time no Thought of eftablilliing any Proportion to be raifed 
in Scodand, with I<efpetl to any Tax or Excife then raifed, 
cr .. thereafter to be raifed in England, except only as to the 
Land·Tax. There was before the Union a Land-Tax raif
ed in Scotland as well as in England ; but in the two King
clams it was raifed in a different Manner. In Scotland it was 
laid on, and levy'd by way of fo many Months Affeffments: 
In England it was laid on and Jevy'd by way of io many 
Shil1ings in the Pound ; and therefore it became necdfary to 
confider the Proportion between a Month's Affeffment in 
Scotland, and a Shilling in the Pound in England ; and the 
Proportion was eftablifh'd at the Rate of two Months Affe{f 
ment in Scotland, for every Shilling in the Pound, that was 
thereafter to be raifed..in England. Thus the- Settling a Pro
portion as to this T-AX was neceffary ; but as to the other 
Taxes, efpecially the Tax upon Salt, there was no fuch Ne
ceffity, and therefore it was never fo much as thought of. 

' But,, Sir, many of the Taxes then· levied in England, being 
mortgaged for the Payment of Debts contracted by England, 
before the Union ; it was therefore agreed, that the Scots 
fhould either be free from the Payment of fuch Taxes, or 
fhould have :m Equivalent for that Part of the Debts of Eng
land, which they were to pay, by their being made fubjeCl: 
to any Taxes fo pre-engaged : And this Tax of z s. 4 d. on 
home-made Salt, was one of thofe Taxes that was mortgaged 
for the Payment of a Part of the Debts of England, there
fore the Scots were to be free from it, or to have an Equi
valent for it: And the Scots Commiffioners at that Tirr.e 
mofi reafonably judged trus Tax to be fo grievous upon the 
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People, tha.t they chafe rather that their Country lhould be Anno f· Ceo. u. 
free from it, than to take an Equivalent and be liable to it. ~ 
Even by the Commiffioners for both Kingdoms, this Tax 
was then thought to be fuch a grievous Tax, that 1t was pre-
fumed the Parliament of Great Britain would certainly take 
it off, and fubftitute fame more reafonable Tax in its Room; 
in which Cafe, Scotland was to be fubject to fuch Tax fa to 
be fubftiputed ; but it was fiipulated and agreed, that in fuch 
Cafe, they fhould have an Equivalent proportion'd to this 
new Tax, to which they were to become fubje8:; from all 
which it evidently appears, that the only Reafon for theit" 
having been declared free from the Payment of this z s. 4 d. 
upon Salt was, becaufe it ~ad been mortgaged for the Pay-
ment of a Debt contracted in England before the Union, and 
not comprehended in the Account of thofe Debts which Scot-
land was to pay a Part of, fo that they received no Equiva~ 

·lent for .it: But tho' this Duty had never been aboli1h.ed, 
yet in cafe the Debt for which it was mortgaged had been 
paid by us, or otherwife provided for by a new Tax, and 
this Tax of 2 s. 4 d. upon Salt continu'd, and converted 
either to. the current Service of the Year, or to the Payment 
of a Debt contraCted ftnce the Union, Scotland could not 
fureJy pretend to an Exemption, either from the new Tax, 
or from the Payment of this 2 s. 4 d. upon Salt, after its 
being fo converted ; the rnoft that they could in fuch Cafe 
have pretended to, would have been an Equivalent for the 
new Tax they had thereby become fubjefl to. 

' Tis true, Sir, that Ad: of the 9th and 1oth of King 
William, by which this Duty of z s. 4 d. upon Salt was 
eftablifhed, has that terrible Word For ever in t.Pe Body of 
it. It is indeed a terrible Word, when it is annexed to fuch 
a gdevous Tax. It is a Word that I am forry my Country 
has fo much reafon to be acquainted with : But that dread
ful Word, even by the Act itfelf, is confined ; it is confined 
to the Payment of that Debt, for which this Tax was then 
appointed ; and fince that Debt is now otherwife provided 
for, jt is, with refpeCl: to this Duty, to be looked on as paid~ 
and the conditional Perpetuity in that Aa, meant by the 

'Word For eq;er, is now at an End. It is impoffible therefore 
to prefume, that if the Scots Camrniffioners had ever meant, 
that their Country fhould have an abfolute PerpetuityJ . with 
refpett to the Exemption from this Salt-Duty, they would 
have referred to this Aa, by which a conditional Perpetuity 
was o"nly eftablifhed. But the TranfaB::ion was honeft and 
fair, and the Words are plain to every Man, that .has a mind 
to comprehend them: The Scots CommiBioners had a mind 
that their Country fhould be free from the Payment of any 
Part of that Debt for which this Duty was appointed J and 
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therefore it was agreed, that while this Duty remained ap
propriated to the Payment of that Debt, their Country lliould 
be for ever free from it : But it was never fo much as in
tended by either Party, that their Country ihould be free 
therefrom, in cafe it ihould, after the Payment of this old 
Debt of England, be converted to the Ufe and Benefit of the 
two United Kingdoms in general. 

• It being thus. evident, Sir, that the People of Scotland 
have now no Title, by the Articles of Union, to an Exemption 
from the Payment of this 2 s. and 4 d. upon Salt, the only 

· Q.!!eftion then is, whetP.er we ough.t out of Compaftion to 
.indulge them with fu<"h an Exemption, becaufe the poor 
People of that Country are not able to pay it : I really think, 
Sir, we ought to have fo much Compaffion for the People 
of that Country; but then I hope it will be allowed me, 
that we ought to have an equal Compa:ffion for the poor 

.People of England : Journeymen and Day-Labourers, who 
have no Stock, no Property, are equally poor in all Countries; 
.they have nothing but what they work for from Day to Day; 
and if it be faid, that the poor People in England are able 
to pay this Duty, becaufe they hav~ high Wages, it is an 
unanfwerable Argument agaoinft the Tax in general. It is 
now an univerfal Complaint in this Country, that the high 
Wages given to Workmen is the chief Caufe of the Decay 
of our Trade and ManufaCtures ; our Buftnefs then is, to 
take all the Meafures we can think of, to enable our Work
men to work for lefs Wages than they do at prefent ; and 
therefore it mutl be contrary to good Policy, to lay on a 
Tax, which it is granted would be infupportable to the Poor, 
if it were not for the high Wages they have ; for the laying 
on of fuch a Tax muft make the Continuance of fuch high 
Wages abfolutely nece.ffary, and the Continuance of them 
will certainly bring the Nation to Poverty a,nd Diftrefs. 

' I muft fay, Sir, that the Reafoning of fome Gendemen 
upon the Subjetl: in hand appears to me a little inconftftent: 

·This Salt-Duty, fay they, with refpeCl: to EngJand, is a Tax 
altogether infenfible; with refpeft to Scotland, it is a Tax 
that is altogether infupportable : In England, the Tax is 
raifed upon fuch a great Mult1tude of People, and at fo many 
different Payments, that no Man can feel what he pays : In 
Scotland, though it be raifed upon the fame Multitude of 
People, and at the fame different Payments, yet if the whole 
were laid upon the People of that Country, every poor Man 
would not only feel what he paid, but would be utterly inca
pable to comply with the Payments required : In England, 
it can raife no Grumblings, no Murmurings, nor any Com
plaint among the People : In Scotland, it would raife fuch 
terrible Difcontents, as might difturb the Peace and Q2iet of 

the 
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the Kingdom and1endanger the Conftitution. How inconli- AMo ~- t:eo.IL 

ftent is this Way of Arguing ? What an Infult is this upon ~ 
the People, who quietly iubmit to the Loads that are laid 
upon them? 

' The DiilincHon that bas been made between the Grofs 
Charge. and the Grofs Produce of this Duty, feems to be 
fomething new. There is certainly as much Reafon for this 
DiftinCl.ion almoft in every Branch of the Cuftoms or Excife, 
as there is for it in the prefent Cafe ; and yet I never heard 
it made ufe of by any of the Officers of the Revenue. But 
fuppofing this Diftintl:ion to ,be reafonable, yet if we examine 
the Particulars of the Account that has been given us, we 
fhall find that feveral Articles have been put to the Grofs 
Charge, which really ought to be put to the Grofs Produce, 
becaufe they are attually raifed upon the People, though 
they come not to the Ufe ofthe Publiclc, but to the Ufe of 
the Merchanr5 and Dealers in Salt. I am furprized to hear 
it pretended, that the Allowance for prompt Payment ought 
110t to be reckoned as a Part of the Grofs Produce, or that 
the Sum allowed for that DHcount is not raifed upon the 
People. Does any Man fuppofe that the wealthy Dealer 
pays his ready Money for the Benefit of his Cuftomers, or 
that the Confumer pays the lefs for his .Salt, becaufe the 
Merchant from whom he purchafes paid the Duties in ready 
Money? Does not every Man know, that thefe prompt Pay· 
ments are made by the rich De~lers, only for their own At· 
count ; and that notwithftanding their being allowed a 
Difcount of 1 o per Cent, yet they fell as dear as if they had 
paid the full Duties? The Artide then of zo,ooo I. for 
prompt Payment, is not to be dedutl:ed, but is to be looked 
on as a Part of the Grofs Produce. 

' The 1 1 ,ooo I. allowed for W afte on Salt carried Coaft· 
wife is likewife an Advantage only to the Dealer ~ It is no 
Advantage to the People, for every Farthing of that Sum is 
raifed upon and paid by them. The Allowance arofe from a 
Prefumption that there was a Wafte on Salt carried Coaft: .. 
wife; and therefore Three Pence per Bulhel on all white Salt, 
and Three Halffence per Bufhel on all Rock~alt carried 
Coaftwife, was allowed to the Dealer in Salt. But it is cer
tain, that in.fuch Cafe there can be no Wafte, there is alway1 
rather an Increafe, becaufe of its being very dry when put 
on Board, and afterwar4s made to fwell and become more 
weighty by the Moifture of the Air, to which it is expofed 
in the Removing of it from Place to Place : Since there can 
be. no Wafte, we muft prefume, that the Whole is bought and 
confumed by the People ; and we know that they alwaya 
paid for it the fame Price as if the fall Duty had been paid 
~l the Dealer. This Allowance did not e~ fc;P m~:; 
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.t.nno r. eeo.u. induce the Dealer to fell cheaper, for the Confumer always 
~ paid for the Carriage, as well as for the Duty and :6rft Coft, 

· and the longef' the Carriage was, the Confumer aJ.ways paid 
the higher Price. This 1 1 ,ooo I. is therefore to be confi· 
dered, as a Part of the Grofs Produce. 

' The Allowance for Rock-Salt melted, is of the fame Na. 
ture. This arofe trom a Suppofition, that in the Melting of 
Rock-Salt, and refining it into white Salt, there was a great 
Wafte, and therefore ten Pound Weight in Sixty-five was 
allowed Duty free. But I have been informed, and th~ Faa 
appears reafonable, that Rock-Salt diffolved. in frefh Water, 
wHl produce its own Weight in white Salt, and when dif
folved in Sea-Water it will produce one fourth Part more. 
If we only fuppofe that there is no W afte, we muft prefume 
that the whole is bought and confumed by the People ; and 
we know that they always paid as much for white Salt made 
out of Rock-Salt, as they did for any othet Sort of white 
Salt ; therefore we muft conclude, that though this Al
lowance of ten Pound Weight out of Sixty-five, be a De
dutl:ion from the Revenue, yet the Duty upon every Grain 
of it is raifed upon the People ; and confequently this Article 

-.which is 36,oc>o 1. per Annum, muft likewife be added to the 
- Grofs Produce. Thefe three Sums therefore of 20,000 I, 

1 1 ,ooo I. and 36,ooo 1. being added to the Grofs Produce, 
as ftated by the Gendeman who was pleafed to enter parti
cularly into this Account, will make it amount to 297,350 I. 
which is the loweft Computation we can make of the Sum, 
that is to be yearly raifed upon the People of England only, 

·by the Revi¥al of this Tax. 
' But, Sir~ if we confider the many Frauds, that have al

ways been committed as to Salt pretended to have been ex
ported, and as to Salt pretended to have been ufed in the 
curing of Fiili, we muft prefume, tl1at a great deal more 
Salt is every Year ufed by the People, than what pays Duty 
to the Publick; arid as the Confumer always pays the full 
Price, as if the Duty had been regularly paid upon the whole, 
though thefe Frauds occafion a DeduCtion from the Revenue, 
yet the Duty upon the wbqle is paid by the People ; and 
therefore we muft prefume, that a much larger Sum than 
~hat I have mentioned muft be yearly raifed upon the Peo
ple. This Prefumption is brought almoft to a Demoni\ration, 
by the Number of the People in this Nation, even as com
puted by thofe who have fpoke in Favour of this Duty ; Ac
cording to their own Account, the Number of the Inhabitants 
in England, amounts to 8,ooo,ooo; if then we fuppofe that 
·every one of them ufes, one with another, but a Peck of Salt 
in a Year, we muft reckon that a Shilling at leaft is raifed 
upon every Perfon by. the means of this Duty, becaufe the 
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laying on of this Duty makes the Salt at leaft a Shilling a Anno$· Ceo. u. 
Peck dearer, than it would otherwife be; and therefore we ~ 
muft compute that by the reviving of this Duty, there will · 
be at leaft 8,ooo,ooo of Shillings, or 4oo,ooo I. raifed Yearly 
upon the People of England only; and this Sum I really 
take to be the loweft Computation that can jufily be made. 

' Let us now, Sir, confider what we are about: We are 
to raife 5 oo,ooo J. for the current Service of the Year; this 
we certainly ought to raife in that Method, which will. be 
leaft burthenfome to the Nation in general; and if we chufe 
to raife this Sum by reviving the Salt-Duty for three Years~ 
we make the People realy pay 1 ,zoo,ooo 1. out of whicn 
there is but soo,ooo 1. brought clear into the Pub1ick Re
venue. If this be Publick OEconomy ; If this be com
mon Prudence ; ,If this be a Relief or an Eafe to the Peo. 
ple of·England, I leave the World to judge. I think that 
I can now averr, that when I argue againft the Salt-Duty, I 
plead the Caufe of my Country ; I plead the Caufe of the 
whole Body of the People of England : I do not indeed 
plead for a Relief to them, I find there is no Relief to be 
given ; but I plead againft laying a new, a heavy, an intoler
able Burthen upon them. We have by our former Refolu
tions made the raifing of 5oo,ooo l. necdfary, but do not let 
us charge the People with the Payment of I,zoo,ooo 1. in 
order to raife this soo,ooo 1. 

' From what I have faid, Sir, it plainly appears how much 
more expenfive it will be to the Nation, to r~ife 500,ooo I. 
by reviving the Salt-Duty, than to raife it by a Shilling .in 
the Pound Land-Tax ; and yet it has been pretended, that 
there will be but a fmall Difference as to the Expence : This 
realy furprizes me, for Figures can neither be miftaken or 
mifconfirued. In order to bring this Difference as low as 
poffible, it has been pretended that the raifing of the Salt
Duty will coft but 22,000 I. per .Annum ; but I always reckon
ed, that it coft full 2 ~ ,ooo I. and I muft frill reckon fo, till I 
fee it contraditl:ed by the Commiffioners Accounts ; for 
the raifing or paying the I 9,000 I. annually for Bounties 
was never any additional Expence to the Publick. It has 
likewife been pretended, that the raiftng of a Shilling in the 
Pound Land-Tax, cofts near tS,ooo 1. per .Annum, by reafon 
of the -Gffice kept in ComQtiffion for that Purpofe ; but thefe 
Gentlemen -forget, that this Office is kept up, and cofts as 
much, when there.is but one Shilling in the Pound, as when 
there is 4 s. in the Pound Land-Tax, and therefore I frill 
infift upon it, that the railing of 500,000 I. by 1 s. in the 
Pound additional Land-Tax, will realy cofl: the Nation but 
I 3, 500 J., per Ann111'11, extraordinary Expence, and confe• 
quently the DHference as to this Article in England only, is 
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AniiD S· Ceo. n. at Ieaft 1 1, 5 oo I. per .Amzztm. But muft not we add to thist 
~ the z6oo ). extraordinary Charge in the Vitl:ualling Office, 

occafioned by this Duty ? fince this is certainly a Charge 
brought upon the Nation by reviving this Duty, which we 
fhould not be liable to, if we fhould raife what Money we 
want, by a Land-Tax. Mufi: not we likewife add the 
20,000 I. ptr .Ann11m allowed for prompt Payment ? for as 
this is no Benefit to the Confumer, it is a real Expence to 
the People, as much as the 2 5 ,ooa I. ist which is paid for 
Management. Thefe three Sums added together make the 
real DifFerence of the Yearly Expence, between the Salt;
Tax and a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, am~unt Yearly 
to 34,100 I. This, I fay, Sir, is the Yearly Ditferen<:e i but 
I hope no Man that confiders it will pretend, that this, or 
even three Times this Sum, is the whole Difference of the 
Expence the Nation is to be at, in raifing soo,ooo 1. by a 
Salt-Duty in three Years, inftead of rai1ing soo,ooo 1. by a 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax in one Year ; for the Dif
ference will then be a great deal more than three Times this 
Sum. We muft then reckon the whole Expence of the Salt
Duty for three Years, and from that dedua the Expence of 
raifung 1 s. in the Pound Land-Tax for one Year only : 
The Salt-Tax will then coft us three Times zs,ooo I. or 
7 5 ,ooo I. for Management ; three Times z6oo l. or 7 8oo I. 
for extraordinary Expence in the Navy ; and three Times 
2o;ooo I. or 6o,ooo I. for prompt Payment ; which three 
Sums added together amount to 142,8oo J. And from this 
we are only to dedua 13,5001. viz. one Year's Expence of 
raiftng a Shilling in the Pound upon Land, the remaining 
Sum will then be 1 29,300 I. This is the real Difference of 
the Expence which the Nation is to pay for -the raifing of 
this soo,ooo I. in three Years by a Salt-Duty, infiead of 
raifing it in one Year by a Land-Tax. This is near Six and 
Twenty ptr Cent. and if we add the addition:~ I Expence in 
Scotland, and the lntereft which the Publick muft pay upon 
borrowing this 5oojooo I. for the Current Service of the Year, 
it wiJl, I am fure, amount to above 30 per Cent. which, I 
muft fay, is a pretty con1iderable Premium for three Years 
Forbearance of Payment, even if the Nation were not to pay 
a Shilling of the Money till the full End of the Term. How 
confiftent it may be with the publick Good of this Nationtc 
to pay fo high a Premium for Forbearance, I fhall not deter
mine ; but I am fure it will be inconfiftent With the private 
Good of any honeft Man in the Kingdom to pay fuch a Pre
mium. This, Sir, is the moft favourable Light that the Af
fair before us can with any tolerable Reafon be put jn, even 
by thofe who appear moft fanguine· for the Revival of this 
.Puty , but if wo ~er it in the Light I have before pqt 
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it io, and fuppofe that 400,000 I. is to be raifed. Yearly upon Anno J. Ceo, u. 
,the People, by the means ofthis Duty, it will then appear ~ 
much more odious ; for upon that Suppofition, which, I am 
afraid, will prove too true, the Nation is to pay 7oo,oool. 
for three Years Forbearance of the Payment of Five, which 
is a Premium of very near 150 per Cent. for Forbearance. 

~ To pretend, Sir, that this Duty cannot give Occafion to 
any great Frauds or Perjuries, becaufe there is little or no 
Money advanced by the Subject, and repaid by the Govern· 
menu upon any Event, is to me a little odd. It is not the 
Repayment ofMoney by the Government that is the Caufe 
of Frauds and Perjuries ; it is the great Advantage that a pri
vate Dealer may make, and the lit~e Risk he runs by fuch 
Frauds and Perjuries, that tempts him to the committing of 
fuch. He does not confider from whom, but how much 
Money he may make by fuch a Fraud ; and therefore in all 
Manner of Taxes, where the Tax or Duty amounts to much 
more than the Prime Coft, there have always been, and al
ways will be great Frauds ; if the Dealer can by any Fraud 
avoid paying the Duty, he makes his Advantage by felling 
at a high Price. Confidering then that this Duty to be laid 
upon Salt is no lefs than ten Times the Price it may be 
bought for at the Pits, what a fruitful Fund do we eftablilh 
for Frauds and Perjuries ? It may not perhaps be eafy to 
fmuggle Salt away from the Pits without paying the Duty ; 
but how eafy will it be for the Dealer, after he has given 
:Bond to pay the Duty, and taken the Salt away from the 
Pits, to put it aboard of a Ship, and re-land it again at fome 
Bye Creek or Corner, or by fome other Way to get a Cer
-tificate of its having been exported ; by this Fraud he gets 
up the Bond which he gave for the Duty, and tht?ugh he gains 
no Money back from the Govermhent, yet when he fells to 
the Confumer Salt for Four or Five Shillings a Bufhel, which 
coft him but a Groat a Bufhel, does he not make a delicious. 
a tempting Profit ? And the more tempting it muft be, becaufe 
of the little Risk he runs ; for he risks only the Lofs of a 
Groat, for the Venture of making Four Shillings clear Profit. 
If he can but cheat the Publick, he drives the Trade, I may 
fay, of an Apothecary, and makes a Shilling of every Penny 
he lays out. Again, as to the Salt delivered Duty-free for 
the Fifuery, there is frill a greater Temptation, :Iince it de
pends entirely upon the Honefty of the Curers themfelves ; 
none but themfelves can tell what Quantities they have made 
ufe of: If they can but fell their S3It privately to Dealers or 
Confumers, they may get free of the Duty by {wearing that 
the whole was employed in curing of Fifh ; and confidering 
what little Regard is had to what is now, by way of Proverb, 
~Ued,a Cuftom-Houfe Oath, I am afraid this Sort of Perjury 
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Anno f· Geo. n. will be by much too frequent: Nor is the Lofs fuftained by 
~ the Revenue the only Difadvantage ; thefe Baits and Tempta

ons that are thrown in the People's Way for perjuring them .. 
felves, may really at laH deftroy all fort of Morahty and com
mon Honeily among them ; and may fo much diminifh that 
Regard which every Man ought to have for an Oath, that 
no Man's Life or Property can be fecure, againft the Plots 
and Perjuries of his Neighbours. 

1 As to our ManufaCturers and poor Labourers, this Tax 
certainly will be a Charge upon every one. of them in general. 
It will be a Shilling at leaft to every fmgle Man or Woman 
that is fit for Labour ; and if we fuppofe a poor Man to have 
a Wife and three fmall Children, we can hardly fuppofe him 
to make ufe of lefs than a Bufhel of Salt a Year for his 
Family~ to fuch a Man this Tax will amount to at Ieaft 
4 s. 6 d per Annum. Such a Thing as a Shilling, or a 
Crown, may be looked upon as a Trifle by a Gentleman of a 
large Eftate and eafy Circumftances, but a poor Man feels 
fometimes feverely the want of a Shilling ; many a poor 
Man has for want of a Shilling, been obliged· to pawn 
the only whole Coat he had to his Back, and has never 
been able to redeem it again. Even a Farthing to a poor 
Man is a confiderable Sum ; what Shifts do the 'Frugal 
among them make, to fave even' a Farthing ? Let us but 
imagine ourfelves in tbe Condition of a poor Labourer, with 
a Wife and three Children, almoft the whole of the Wife's 
Time taken up in looking after the Children, and the Huf~ 
band working for a Shilling a Day, and we fhall eafily fee 
how hard it is to make fuch a poor Man pay a Tax of 
Four or Five Shilli~gs a Year, for the Salt he- muft make ufe 
(Jf for the fcanty Support of himfelf and Family. 

' T.his Tax muft therefore be a Charge upori all our 
Manufactures in gene~.I, I £hall fuppofe it as fmall as any Gen
tleman pleafes, yet it muft be fome ; for if it be a Charge 
upon the Manufatl:urers, they muft lay it upon the Manu
fatl:ures they deal in ; and if we confider how narrow I y the 
Merchant, cfpecially the Foreign Merchant, goes to work in 
the Bargains he makes, we muft fee what a Difadvantage 
this Tax may be to our Export of Manufactures. If any 
of our Neighbours can fell but one tenth Part of'a Farthing 
in a Yard cheaper than we can do, they will at laft turn us 
entirdy out of the Bufinefs. This holds as to all our Manu
faCtures in gene1:al, but as to fome particular Manufactures, 
fuch as Glafs, Leather, Earthen-Ware, &c. it is ftill more 
grievous, becaufe Salt is. one of the Materials made ufe of in 
their very Compofition, and therefore I hope if this Duty 
be reviveJ, there will be an Exception as to them. 
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t; I find it is granted by all, that the making ufe of Salt Anno f· oeo. n. 
is an Improvement to Land; but it is faid, that this Tax ~ 
cannot injure fuch Improvements, becaufe every Man may 
have as much foul Salt Duty-free at the Pits as he pleafes, 
provided he has an Officer along with him. But d~es not 
every Man fee, that this can only be of Advantage to thofe,. 
whofe Lands lie near the Salt-Pits ~ even as to them, this 
D1:1ty will be an additional Charge, for they cannot get an 

·Officer to attend fol" nothing ; we all know that when a Man 
is once got into an Office, he has many Ways of fqueezing 
a Perquifite from thofe who are obliged to apply to him, and 
him only. Andas to all Lands that lie at aDiftance from Salt
Pits, it mull: be allowed, that the reviving of this Tax wiJ.I 
be a full Bar to any future Improvements of them by Salt, 
which is an Improvement that has been fuccefsfully made 
ufe of, tlirough all Parts of England, ever fince the Duty 
was taken off. 

~ It has, I think, in this Debate been admitted by all, that 
the Duty upon the Sak made ufe of in curing the Salt-Pro
vifions nece1fary for a Ship of 150 Tons, for a Six Month•s 
Voyage, wiD amount to Forty Shilling&; and yet it has 
been aKerted by fome, that the reviving of this Duty will be 
no Burthen upon the Navigation of Great Britain. Thofc 
who reafdn in this Manner, do not furely confider the Fru
gality and Sparingnefs that mull: be obferved in Trade. I 
am fure there is not a Merchant in Europe, that has Occa1ion 
to freight a Ship, but will think· Forty Shillings a very great 
Difference in the Freight between two Ships of 1 50 Tons 
each, if they be of equal Goodnefs m every other Refpetl: ; 
and he will always employ that Ship which he can have Forty 
Shillings cheaper than the other. This muft put a full Stop 
to .the employing of any Engliih Ship, or to tlie ViCtualling 
ofany Ship in England, where another Ship can be made ufc 
of, or when a Ship can be vitluallcd in any other Part of the 
World ; and therefore it muft be not only a Burthen upon 
()Ur Navigation, but we muft confider, that it would foon 
be the entire DeftruCl:ion of our Navigation, and confequeody 
of our Navy, if it were not for the Navigation-ACt, and fome 
natural Advantages which we have over the reft of the 
World. I do not know how fome Gentlemen may get, or 
how they may fpend their Efi:ates ; but in an Affair which 
chiefly regards the Trade, and the, Tradefmen of this N ati
on, I am furprized to hea·r Shillings and CrotVns, nay even 
Pounds Sterling, talked of in fo light and trivial a Manner: 
The poor Tradefman may .-be properly faid to earn his 
Living by the Sweat of his Brow ; and if he does not con
fider every Farthing that he is to lay out, he will foon come 
not to have a Farthing to pay for a Bit of Bread: To fuch a 
· · -· · · C c z Man . ... 
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AaDo f· aeo. n. Man, even the Half-Farthing, which is now Co tolitempta; 
a ~:!!:.........., oufiy talked of, would be of mighty Confequence. 
~ ' I come now, Sir, to confider this Tax with refpeB: to 

that hone.ft, induthious and frugal Sett of People, the Farm
ers of England. I hope there are but few of them' as yet 
obliged to live in the Manner as hath been reprefented. I 
hope no Farmer in England is as yet obliged to make his 
Family din~ upon Bread and Cheefe, or upon boiled Cabbage. 
without a Bit of pickled Pork, Salt-Beef, or Bacon, to give 
them a Savour. I do not know indeed what they may be 
brought to, if we begin to multiply Excifes upon them ; but 
I mull now confider them in their prefent Way of Living : 
In that Way I muft look upon them and their Servants, as 
Jnaking ufe of fome Salt-Provi:fions almoft every Day in the 
Week, for the whole Year round: In fuch a View, I am 
fure, a Family of Sixteen working Perfons will confume in 
Salt a deal more than a Shilling's worth a Head, according 
as it muft fell after this Duty is laid on ; I belic:Ve they will con
fume above two Shillings worth a piece; and it has been com
puted by Men who underftood thoroughly the OEconomy of 
their Family, that a Family of ten Pertons would for all Ufes 
generally cott the Mafter at leaft Six-pence a Week for Salt, 
according to the Price it fold at formerly, when this Duty 
was fubftfting. At this Rate there is fcarcely a Farmer in 
England, but muft pay above twenty Shillings a Year towards 
this Tax, and if he pays a rack~d Rent, I do not lmow where 
he is to get this twenty Shillings, unlefs he runs in Arrear to 
his Landlord, in order to anfwer what he mufi: pay the 
Tax-Gatherer : In fuch a Cafe, I believe, our Landed-Gen
tlemen will not get much by the Relief that is now pretended 
to be given them. But befides this additional Family-Ex
pence upon the Farmers, we know that they make ufe of a 
great deal of Salt for feveral Ufes in Husbandry: The Ad
vantages made thereby they muft now give up, or otherwife 
they muft pay dear for the preferving of them. 

' I hope, Sir, I am as fen:fibly touched as any Man with 
th~ Difficulties, that many of the Landed-Gentlemen in 
England labour under ; and I fhall always be as ready as any 
Man to approve of any Meafures for giving them a real 
Relief : But I :fhall never pretend to amufe them, or to 
impofe upon their good Senfe, by calling that a Relief. 
which is only taking a Burthen ofF one of their Shoulders, 
and. putting it upon the other ; and· that this is the· only 
Rehef now propofed for them, I can, I think, demon
fuate as clearly, as ever any Thing was demontlnted by 
Numbers. I believe no Man will pretend that any Gen
tleman o_f ~ free Eftate of ;oo I. a Year in Land, or up
.wards, u m the prefent Cafe an Objea o~ Compaffion, 
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·ar that tlle Relieving of fuch Men from the Payment of a 
Shilling in.the Pound Land-Tax, can have any Weight in 
the prefent Debate; and as for thofe Gentlemen who have 
large Eftates in Land, but heavily charged with Mortgages, 
ifthey will, fur the Sake of Grandeur and the Name of 
a great Etlate, continue to pay the Land-Tax and the In~ 
tereft upon the Mortgages, it is certainly their own Fau1t, 
and therefore they do not defetve the Con:lideration of this 
Haufe. The Landed-Gentlemen then, whofe Eftates are un
der 5ClO I. a Year, are the only Perfons whofe Condition 
and Circumfiances can in the prefent Cafe be of any Confe
quence; and as to fuch, let us ·examine whether what· is 
now propofed will prove to be of any Relief to them. It 
is well known, that there are many L3.nded-Gentlemrn in 
England, whofe Eftates are valued fo low, that they do not 
pay above a Groat of the Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax ; 
it is certain, that th~re are few or no Landed-Gentlemen who 
pay the whole Shilling ; there is not, I believe, one Eftate 
~ England that is rated at the full Value, with refpett to 
the Land-Tax ; it may therefore be reafonable to fuppofe, 
that all the Land-Eftates in England are, one with another, 
rated for the Land-Tax at one Half of the real Value. It 
has been admitted, that a Farmer of 1 oo 1. a Year, has ge
·nerally ftxteen Perfons in Family ; I think we may then rea
{onably fuppofe, that the Landed-Gentlemen in England of 
4001. a Year, keep one with another twenty Perfons in Fa
mily ; and upon thefe Suppo:litions let us fee what Relief 
the Gentleman of 4001. a Year is to receive from the fine 
Scheme now before us. Such a Man's f:fi:ate is fuppofed to 
be valued at 200 I. a Year as to the Land-Tax; confequently 
at 1 s. in the Pound he faves only 1 o I. in the whole, by 
taking off this Shilling. Now let us confider what he mull 
pay to the Duty on Salt confumed in his Family : A com
mon Farmer with ten Perfons in his Family, is fuppofed to 
pay 6 d. a Week for the Salt confumed in his Family, and 
·therefore a common Farmer with twenty Perfons in his Fa
mily, muft be fuppofed to pay 1 s. a Week, one with ano
ther, for the Salt confumed in his Family ; and if we con
fider the great Wafi:e that is made of that Commodity about 
-a Gentleman's Family, and the many Vi:litors and their Ser
''allts, and the poor neceffitous Neigl1bours, that will always 
·be hanging in or about a Gentleman's Family who has an 
Eftate of 4-00 1. a Year, we cannot allow leCs than eigh .. 
·teen Pennyworth of Salt confumed weekly about fuch a Gen· 
t:leman's Family ; we muft therefore fuppofe, that every 
Gentleman of fuch an Efiate, pays yearly for Salt confumed 
in his Family 3 1 1 8 s. and fince, by the laying on this Du
ty, we raife Salt to above ten Times the Price it formerly 

Anno~· Ceo. Do 
l7!I•J:Z.. 

~ 

fold 



( 206 ) 

.&Mos. Ceo. u. fold at ; therefore we mutt conclude, that nine Tenths of 
~ 3 I. 18 s. that is, about 3l. 10 s. is Yearly drawn from eve

ry Gentleman of 400 1. a Year, by means of this Duty on 
Salt ; and as he is to pay this Sum Yearly for three Years 
intlead of the 101. Land-Taxt which he is by this Means, 
to be made free of~ is it not plain and evident, that he 
pays ten Guineas in three Years, for the Sake of getting free 
of the Payment of 1 o I. in one Year ? The utmoft then, 
that can be pretended, is, that he faves by this fine Scheme 
about Half a Year's Intereft upon 1 o I. Is this the Relief 
{o mightily bragg'd of? Will any Gentleman of (:ammon 
Senfe choofe to have his Farmers, his Cottagers, his La
bourers, and the Manufatl:urers that confume the Produce of 
his Lands, heavily taxed, in order to fave 4 or 5 s. Intereft 
upon the 1 o 1. that he was to have paid to the Land-Tax. 

' This is the Cafe, Sir, as to Landed-Gentlemen of 4ool •. 
a Year, but as to all the Landed-Gentlemen of fmaller For
tunes, they will be Lofers by this Meafure that is propofed 
for their Relief. Their Families cannot be a great deal lefs 
numerous than the others ; their Servants will be as wafieful, 
and they muft entertain their Vifttors as well as the other ,; 
therefore we cannot fuppofe that any Gentleman's Family in 
the Country will coft him much lefs than 1 s. a Week for 
Salt ; at this Rate l1e rnuft pay Yearly towards the Duty now 
to be laid on, about 2 1. 7 s. this amounts in three Years to 
71. fo that a Gentleman of 200 I. a Year, will be zl. out 
of Pocket, and a Gentleman of too I. a Year, will be 41. 
1 o s. out of Pocket, by reviving the Salt-Duty for three 
Years, inftead of I s. in the Pound Land· Tax for one 
Year ; and whether thofe Gentlemen that have great Fami
lies to maintain, many Children to provide forr.and but one,. 
two, or three Hundred a Year Land-Rent, to anfwer all their 
Occaftoris, are not the greateft Objetl:s of Compaffion, nay. 
are not the only Obje& of Compaffion among the Landed
Gentlemen in England, I leave the World to judge. Every 
Gentleman that ever kept an Account of the Expences of his 
Family, muft be a Judge, whether t~ Suppofitions I have 
made are juft : If they are juft, I am fure the Figures can
not be controverted ; and therefore, I hope, we ihall hear no 
more of the great Relief that is to be given to the Landed
Gentlemen of England. 

' Having thus fhewed to what Sort of People this Salt
Duty will be a Difadvantage, I think it would not be juft 
in me, not to take fome Notice of thofe to whom it will be 
an immediate Aqvantage. As to all the Gentlemen in Eng
land of l'ery large Land-Eftates, it will be an immediate 
Advantage; it will, indeed, fave a Trifle to them. With 
refpect to them, I hope, I may be allow'd to make:: ufe of 
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the Word Trifle; a Sum of Money may be call'd a Trifle A~~·~~ u. 
when applied to the Rich, but to the Poor no Sum of Money ~ 
can be properly faid to be a Trifle. But this immediate Ad- -
vantage accruing to the rich Landed·Men, will be foon over-
balanced by the Ruin that it will bring upon their Coun-
try, and upon their own particular Eilates; and I am glad 
to find, that moil: of the rich Landed-Gentlemen in England 
are ·upon the fame Side of the Q.!!eftion with me. It 1hews 
a generous Contempt of private Advantage, when oppofed 
to the publick Good; but thofe who will reap the greateft 
Advantage from the Meafure now propofed, are thofe who 
are in good Pofts and Places, and have handfome Salaries 
coming_ in. It is very true, that their Salaries are rated at 
the full Value of the Land-Tax : The taking off I s. in the 
Pound Land-Tax? is reaHy putting 5 per Cent. into their 
Pockets, which cannot be drawn out again by the Salt-Duty, 
becaufe they either keep no Families, or they keep their Fa· 
rnilies in Town, where moft of their Servants are at Board-
Wages. To fuch Gentlemen the Meafure now propofed 
will certainly' be advantageous, and to .fuch only that Com-
paffion which we have heard fo much of, is properly to 
be applied. But one would not think that a Man who has 
1 oo 1. a Year from the Publick, fhould grudge to pay sl. 
a Year out of it to the publick Expence ; or that the Saving 
5 l. a Year in fuch a Man's Pocket, fhould be fuch a mighty 
Concern to every Man who has the Good of his Country at 
Heart. I am perfuaded that every Gentleman who has the 
good Fortune to be in any fuch Place or Employment, will 
fhew as generous a Contempt of Self-Interefr, and as honour-
able a Regard for the publick Good, as is or can be fhewn 
by the Gentlemen of great Land-Eftates, who with them are 
the only Perfons in the Nation that can reap any Benefit 
£rom the Meafure now propofed. 

' Since then it aEPears plain, that what is now propofed 
can be no Manner of Relief, but will certainly be an addi
tional Charge upon the Landed-Gentlemen of fmall Efi:ates J 

and fince they are the only· Landed-Gentlemen in England, 
who ftand in need of, and deferve the Compaffion of this 
Houfe, I think all the Arguments that can be drawn from 
Pity and Compaffion, come full againil: our agreeing to the 
Revival of this Duty upon Salt ; and therefore I may now 
in my Turn plead with all thofe who hear me, to have Pity 
and Compaffion upon the poor Landed-Gentlemen in Eng
land. How hard will it be to make a poor Landed-Gentle
:man of a Hundred a Year pay 71. inftead of "fifty Shillings? 
Why ihould the poor Landeq-Gentlemen be fo much over
charged for the Sake of a fmall Eafe to thofe who have plen
tiful Eftates in Land, or confiderable Salaries coming in from 
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Anno S· Ceo. If, a Poll: or Place that gives them little or no Trouble l Thb 
~ is really7 if I may be allow'd to make ufe of the Words, 

Gi<ving to. the Rich, and ftnding the Poor empty away. But 
in the prefent Cafe, our Compaffion pleads not only for the 
poor Landed-Gentlemen, but for all the Poor of the Na .. 
tion. Let us but confider how many poor Families are 
maintain'd upon 8 d. or 1 s. a Day, which the Father earns 
by hard Labour and Toil: A Bufhel of Salt is the leaft that 
can be confumed in a Year by a poor Man, his Wife, and. 
three or four fmall Children : How cruel is it to take four 
or live Shillings a Year away from the Support of fuch a. 
poor Family, more efpecially when one half of that Money, 
at leaft, is to be made a Compliment of to wealthy or frau
dulent Dealers, or to idle and profligate Tax-Gatbe;-ers? I 
hope every Man that hears me, will allow his Pity and Com· 
paffion to· exert itfelf to its utmoft Height. I hope every 
Man will confider upon which Side of the prefent ~eilion 
are the Cries of the Poor and the Wretched, and the Blef· 
fings qf thofe that are yet unborn. The Happinefs or 
Mifery of Pofterity, the Flouriihing or Decay of our Trade 
and Commerce, the Prelervation or Lofs of our Liberties, 
in my Opinion, depend in a great Meafure upoa the Queftion 
now before us; and therefore I am perfuaded that every 
Gentleman will confider it thoroughly, before he deter
mines what he is to do.' 

Sir ll. Walpole's T.hen ~he OEell~on being put ~pan Sir Rober~ Walpole's 
Motion forRevi- Motton7 1t paired m the Affirmative, by 225 agamft 187. 
Ting the Sdlt-Duty r b U h R · f h R r. 1 ' f h 
•ll,ICCd to, and a re . I o. pon t e eport 0 t e elO utlons 0 t e 
Blll orde!'d lobe Committee and the Motion made for agreeing to them the llrough t m pur- • , 
fu.ant thereto. ~eftion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 

205 againft 176, and a Bill was order'd to be brought in 
purfuant to thofe Refolutions. , 

Tlle_PaJle!"1 &e. The iame Day Mr Turb~ll prefented to the Houfe Copies 
Jelatutg to the f p d" p d I J . ~!e of the Earl o rocee mgs, apers, an ot 1er nftruments, &c. relatmg 
.,r Derw.:ntwatel"'s t th S I f th l E I f D ' Eft t J::tMe, laid before o e a e o e ate ar o erwentwater s a e, pur· 
the Houfl!. fuant to the Order of the Houfe of the zd lnftant. 
The Pennon-Bill Upon the Motion of Mr Sandys, the Penfion-Bill was 
Jcad a third Time• d h" d T' · h S h be' ad ~nct ~cnt to me rea a t 1r 1me, Wlt out any one peec mg m e 
Lords. againfl: it ; and Mr Sandys was ordered to carry the Bill to 

the Houfe of Lords, and defire their Concurrence. 
~~~~~~i~r~~~~- Feb. I 1. The Lord Vere Beauclerk reported the Names of 
po111t~d c. , in<Juir~ the Committee appointed to inquire into the Affair of the Cha· 
bl~~~~p~/~~~~1: ritable-Corporation ; as follows, viz. Mr Perry 7 Mr Palmer, 

Mr Barnard, Lord Vifcount Limerick, Hon. Mr Digby, 
Mr Watkin Williams Wynn, Mr William Bromley, Jun. 
Mr Edward Harley, Mr Walter Plumer, Mr Sandys, Mr 
Oglethorpe, S.ir Thomas Saunderfon, Sir John Rulhout, 
Lord Morpeth, Mr Tltomas Wyndham, Sir Thomas Robin-

ron. 
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fon, Mr Danvers, Mr Bramfton, Mr Winnington, Mr Anno s. Ceo. n. 
Conduit, and Mr John Campbell. ~ 

Feh. 1 +· The Haufe refolv'd to prefent an Addrefs to the An Addrefs for 

King for feveral Papers &c relating to the Sugar-Colonies Paplers relaUrog 
J • ' to Ltc Suga.r·Co. 

Feb 1 5. The Sugar-Colony Bill was read a fecond Time : ronies. 

'Then the Haufe proceeded to hear Co.unfel upon the faid Bill, ~~i~u;:;~}: 
which la.fred alfo the 17th, 18th, and z3d, during which coud Time.; 

Time aU the Pap~rs call'd for were laid before them. 
Feh. z z. The feveral Papers, Inftruments, &c. relating Th

1
c Paper~ _&eel. , h; re aung to uvr 

to the Sale of the Earl of Derwentwater s Eftate, w JCh had Dcrwcntwater's 

be r d h H r. fi 'd C · Ei.tate referr'd to en pre,ente to t e ou1e, were re err to a ommlttee. a committee. 

Feh. 23. The Houfe proceeded to the farther Hearing of Debateontbe 

Counfel for and againft the Sugar-Colony Bill, and the Coun- ~~fi~-Glolony
fel on both Sides having finifu'd their Argument, Mr Win- Mr wlnningtOJJ. 
llington ftood up, and fpoke as follows : 

Sir, 
' I find that fome of the Counfel at the Bar l1ave endea

voured to turn the Affair now before us into fuch a Shape, 
as if the ~eftion to be determined were, whether the Nor
thern Colonies, or the Sugar-Colonies ought moil to be en
couraged by this Haufe. This, Sir, is not at all the ~eftion 
now before us; the Affair in hand is the Difpute between 
the Englifh and the French Commerce : We are now to de
termine, whether we ought to encourage a French Trade, 
which tends to the Ruin of our own Sugar-Colonies, for I have 
not heard it fo muc:h as difputed by any Man, but that they 
rnuft be foon undone, if fome Redrefs be not given to them 
in Time; and the only Redrefs now propofed, the only Re
drefs they want at prefent is, that a Parliament of England 
will only do as much as they can to difcourage the French 
Sugar-Trade. One would realy imagine, that fuch a Pro
po:fition would not meet with any Oppofition in a Britiili 
Houfe of Commons. 

~ This, Sir, being the true State of the ~efiion, I do not 
wonder to fee it twilled and turn'd into twenty Shapes, ra
ther than to let it appear in its own genuine and natural 
Colour; but of all the Ligh,ts this Affair has been put into, 
the mofi: invidious is, that of pretending that the Sugar~Colo
nies by this Bill are contriving a Method of putting their 
Sugars and Rum upon us at any ·Price they pleafe to demand ; 
that by this Bill they want us to make a Law for enabling 
t~em to {ell their Sugars and Rum, at a much dearer Price 
than what is neceffary. If this, Sir, were truly the Cafe, I 
fiwu1d be againft this Bill as much as any Man in this Houfe ; 
but to me it appears evident, that what they want, is only 
to have fuch a Price for their ~ugars and Rum as they can 
poilibly make them at fo as to live thereby : This is a rea· 
fonable Demand, and this we ought to grant, if it be in our 
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Power. Now, Sir, I think it has been made appear, that 
the French are our greateft Rivals in the Sugar-Trade; 
and it !las been likewife made appear, that the French have 
been enabled to become our Rivals in the Sugar-Trade, only 
by the Trade carried on between them and our Northern 
Colonies; the great Vent they thereby have for their Rum 
and Moloffes, and the eafy Accefs they thereby have to Lum
ber, Horfes, and all other Necefi'aries for their Sugar-Plan· 
tations, which are naturally much more fruitful than ours, 
enable them to fell their Sugars and Rum at a much lower 
Price than it is poffible for our Sugar-Planters to fell at ; it 
is therefore apparent that our Sugar-Plantations muft be un
done, or we muft fall upon Ways and Means of preventing 
the French from felling their Sugars fo cheap as they do: 
Thofe Ways and Means are eafy ; they are every Day in our 
Power ; put a Stop to the Trade that is carried on between 
our own Colonies upon the Continent and the French Sugar
Iflands, and you muft at once a great deal enhance the Price 
of all French Sugars ; the Charges of making their Sugars 
will then be a great deal more, and their Rum and Mololfes 
will yield them nothing ; they muft lay all Charges upon the 
Returns of their Sugars, and therefore it will not be poffible 
to fell them fo cheap as they are fold at prefent. By this 
Method our own Sugar~Colonies will be greatly encourag
ed, and the French may be totally undone ; whereas if we 
leave Matters in the prefent Situation, the French Sugar
Colonies will be increafing every Day, and in a little Time our 
own will be quite deftroyed. 

' But, Sir, it has been pretended, that if we put a Stop 
to the Trade now carried on between the French Sugar
Jflands and our Colonies upon the Continent, it will in a 
great Meafure ruin our Colonies upon the Continent, becaufc 
it will entirely deftroy their Fifhery, and alfo their Trade 
with the Indians, both which are carried on principally by 
the Means of the Rum and Molo1fes, which our Colonies 
purchafe at fo cheap a Rate from the French Sugar-Iflands : 
If there were any Foundation for this, it would indeed be a 
very great ObjeB:ion to the Bill now before us; but as our 
Colonies upon the Continent carried on their Trade with 
the Indians, and a]fo their Fifherie.s, long before they had 
either Rum or Moloffes from the French Illan~s, it is plain 
that neither of thofe Trades can depend t'ntirely upon their 
Trade with the French Sugar-Hlands ; but upon the con
trary it is evident, that the Opening of this Trade with thofe 
Iflands, has .not only encouraged the French Sugar-Plantati
ons to the great Detriment 9f our own, but has alfo in a 
great Meafure difcouraged or rather entirely deftroyed the 
Sale of Englifh Spirits in that Part of the World, which is a 
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t:onfiderable Lofs to this Country ; for it is well known, that Anno s~ Geo. n. 
before our Colonies upon the Continent of America fell into ~ 
this deftruaive Trade with the French Sugar-Iflands, they -- -
made ufe of great ~antities of Englifh Spirits, both in their 
Fithing Trade, and alfo in their Trade with the Indians. 
And if we fuould put a Stop to this Trade with the French 
Sugar-Ifiands, there is no Doubt but our own Colonies would 
again fall into their former Method, and would be able to 
carry on as extenfive a Trade with the Indians, and as great 
a Trade in Fiihing, by the means of Englifh Spirits, as they 
ever did by the means of French Rum. Befides, Sir, if 
fome Rum or Mololfes were abfolutely neceffary, do not we 
know that they could have as much from our own Sugar-
Iilands as they had ,Occafion for, and within a Trifle at as 
low a Price as they can have the fame fort of Rum or Mo-
loffes from the French Sugar-Iflands ? for in Proportion as 
the French Sugar-Plantations decreafe, it is certain that our 
own will be daily increafmg : Though Barbadoes may per-
haps be as much improved as the Extent of Ground will ad-
mit of, yet we know that Jamaica, and feveral other of the 
lflands bdonging to us in that Part of the World, will ad-
mit of very great Improvement; we know that if they 
were all improved to the full Extent, they would produce as 
much or very near as much Sugar, Rum and Moloffes as 
could be confumed in Europe and in America. Thus, Sir, to 
me it appears plain, that the Method propofed by the Bill 
now before us, is the only proper Method for difcouraging 
the French Sugar-Plantations, and encouraging our own; 
and that it is a Method by which no Part of our own 
.Dominions can be any way injured; therefore I muft be 
for the Bill, and for that Reafon, Sir, I move, That the Bill 
may be committed. 

This Motion being feconded by Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr M G ~th 
George Heathcote Hood up and fpoke as follows : r • cote, 

Sir, 
~ I fhould with all my Heart be for the Bill now before 

us, if I could find any thing in it that would encourage our 
own Trade to the Detriment of that of the French ; but 
realy, Sir, I Ca.nnot lind any fuch thing in this Bill ; upon 
the contrary, I clearly forefee, that by the Method thereby 
propofed, we are going to deftroy a very profitable Branch 
of our own Trade, and to do all that is in our Power to en
courage, or rather to fet up a new Trade fot the French, 
which they of thernfelves, notwithftanding their utmoft En
deavours for that Purpofe have never been able to accom
pli1h. We are amufing ourfelves with a vain Conceit, tha.$: 
it is impoffible for the French to carry on or manage their 
Sugar-Plantations, without the Affifiance of the Lumber1 
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Anno J· Ceo. n. Horfes and other Neceffaries, which they have from oar 
~ Colonies upon the Continent; and that their Rum and Mo-

1offes would be of no ufe to them, if they could not difpofe 
of them to the luhabitants of our Northern Colonies. If it 
were fo, I am fure the French would permit that Trade to 
be carried on openly and freely; they would not leave it 
~mder the Difcouragement of being carried on in a clan
deftine Manner, by giving great Bribes to the Governors of 
their Sugar-Hlands: We have no Reafon to defpife the 
French Knowledge as to the Methods of improving any Trade 
they aim at; and we know that they have for feveral Years 
been doing every thing that was in their Power to encourage 
their Sugar-Plantations. Can we then imagine, tha.t they 
would have left fuch Checks and Difcouragements upon the 
Trade between their Sugar-Hlands and our Northern Colonies, 
if they had thought that their Sugar-Works or Plantations 
could not fubfift without it? No, they know that tltat Trade 
is a great Hindrance to the Improvement of their own Colo
nies upon the Continent, and therefore they have endeavour
ed to put a Stop to it by Degrees, but have never as yet been 
able to effectuate what they propofed ; and now we are by a 
publick Law to contribute as much as we can to render 
their Endeavours effectual. I muft therefore look upon 
what is propofed by this Bill, as a Method not at all certain 
for improving our own S11gar-Plantations to the Difcourage
menr of the French, but as an infallible Method for improv
ing the French Colonies upon the Continentto the ''ery great 
Difcouragement of our own ; I therefore think, I have 
\'ery good Reafon to be againft the Bill as it now ftands1 and 
confequently I muft be againft committing it. 

Mr Petry. Mr Perry fpoke next. 
Sir, 

' The Affair now before us is of (uch Confequence to 
the Navigation, the Trade, and the Happinefs of this Nation, 
that it ought to be weighed with the utmoft Nicety and Ex
atl.nefs : There may be a great deal faid upon both Sides 
of the QJ!eftion. For my own part, I have not had Oppor
tunities of acquiring fo extenfive, and (o general a Know
ledge of Trade as the worthy Gentleman upon the F,oor, 
who fpoke firft in the prefent Debate; but as I have been 
dealing. in Trade ever :fince my Infancy, I have a good many 
Fa& to lay before you, and feveral Things to fay upon the 
SubjeCt in hand, which, in my Opinion, ougb.t to make us 
extremely cautious of laying any ReftriClions upon the Trade 
of any Part of our Dominions. But it is now, I thiak, too 
late to enter upon a Debate of fo ferious, and fo extenfive a 
Nature ; and therefore I am for adjourning the Debate till 
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to-morrow, or 
.fix on. 

any other Day this Haufe fhall pleafe to Anno;. Ceo. u. 

Then Mr Barnard rofe up, and faid. 
Sir, 

c Ifthe Houfe be refolved to proceed, I will fpeak to the 
Affilir in hand ; but if otherways, I will not now ofFer to de
tain them with any thing that I have to fay upon the Sub
jell. [Here he made a Pauft, and the !follft ftt11tbzg indin
ed to proceed, he ~tilt on as follows. J In the ~ellion now 
before us, Sir. it is certain that fome Relief ought to be 
immediately thought of for our Sugar-Colonies. Our Sugar
Trade is without Doubt at prefent in a moft lamentable Con
dition, and muft neceifarily in a few Years be quite undone, 
at leaft in fo far as regards our Exportation to foreign 
Markets : But, Sir, I am very far from thinking that the 
Method, propofed by the Bill now before us, is the pro
per Method for giving Relief to our Sugar-Colonies ; I do 
not think it will afford them any Relief ; it may cramp and 
iajure our Northern Colonies in fame Branches of Trade now 
carried on by them, but it never can be of any Advantage to 
our own Sugar-Colonies, as long as they make more Sugar 
than is requifite for anfwering the Confumption within our 
own Dominions. I iliould be glad that we could fall upon 
any way of making the French Sugars dearer than they are 
at prefent, but I am afraid all Attempts of that Nature 
will prove to be chimerical ; and I am fure there is no Me· 
thod propofed by the Bill now before us, that can in the leaft 
anfwer that Purpofe: As to Lumber, Horfes, and other 
Neceffilries for Sugar-Plantations, which are now brought 
from our Colonies upon the Continent to the French Sugar
Iflands, there is no Proviuon in this Bill againfl: their being 
furnifhed with fuch Things from thence for the future; and 
it would be very wrong to make any fuch Provifion ; for it 
is very certain, that if they could not have fuch Things from 
our Colonies, they would foon fall into the way of having all 
fuch Neceffaries from their own Colony at Canada. It can
not be pretended but that the French ~tony at Canada, 
with a very little Encouragement, would foon be able to 
furnHh the French Sugar-Hlands with Lumber, Horfes, and 
all fuch Necefi"aries: Though the Navigation of that River 
be difficult and uncertain in the Winter Time, yet they might 
eafily fall upon a way ofbringing all fuch Stores down that 
River in the proper Seafon, and lodging them at their own 
Settlement at Cape Briton, from whence they could eafily 
be tranfported to their Sugar-Iflands at all Seafons of the 
Yea~ : This, Sir, would, I am perfuaded, be the Confequence 
of our prohibiting the Exportation of fuch Things from our 
~olonies to the Fre~c;h 6ugar-lflands ; and thus, inilead / .. f. 
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AMoS· eeo. n. di(couraging their Sugar· Plantations, or enhancing the Priat 
~ or firft Coft of their Su~s, we fhould by a Britifh Atl: of 

Parliament do more tO\yards the encouraging their Settlements 
at Canada and Cape Briton, than they themfelves with aU 
their Edicts and Arbitrary Power, have been able to do fince 
the firft Eftablifhment of thofe Settlements. In a little Time 
we might expeCt to fee thofe Northern Seas fwarming with 
French Ships and Sloops, and a great Part of the Trade of 
our own Northern Colonies being thereby deftroyed, our own 
Seamen muft either ftarve at home, or run into the Service 
of the French for the fake of daily Bread. 

' But, Sir, granting that it were impoffible for the French 
Sugar-Iflands to have what Horfes, Lumber, and fuch 
Things they want, from their own Colonies upon the Con
tinent, or from any other Part of America bdides our 
Settlements t)lere, yet we all know that they could have 
Plenty of all thofe Necelfaries from France itfelf ; 
and it is well known, that Sugars are fuch bulky Com
modities, that they require a great many Ships to bring 
them to Europe, which Ships return again to the Weft-In
dies for the moil part in Balaft, fo that the Freight out
wards is generally at a very low Rate ; by which Means 
they might. have all fuch Things from Europe, for a very 
little more than prime Coft : And fuppofe that the Price of 
fuch Things flood them a little more than what is paid for 
them in our Sugar-Iflands, yet we know that fuch a fmall 
Sum of Money is laid out in furnifhing a Sugar-Planta
tion with all fuch Neceffaries, that it bears but a very fmall 
Proportion to the other Charges that are neceffary in fur
nifhing and managing fuch a Plantation ; the Difference 
in this Refpea between the Charges of a Plantation, in 
their Hlands or in ours, would be fo fmall that it could not 
be taken Notice of, nor would it any way enhance the 
Price 'of their Sugars in any Market in Europe. 

As to Rum, I think it is not pretended that the French 
deal much either in the making or vendmg of that Com
modity, but it is faid, That our Northern Colonies purchafe 
all their Moloffes from them, and thereby contribute ,to
wards the enabling of them to fell their Sugars at the low 
Price they do at prefent ; and it is farther faid, That if 
our People upon the Continent of America did not purchafe 
their Molofi'es of them, they could make nothing of them 
in any other Way : This is realy fuppofing the French to 
be a more ftupid Sort of People than any of the Native In
dians upon the Continent. They know that Rum is made of 
1v!oloifcs ; they know that Rum is valuable in almofi: every 
Part of the World ; they underftand the Art of Difi:il· 
ling Rum from Molofi"es ; or if they uo not, it is certain 
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there is no {uch mighty Secret in the Art, but that they Anno~· Ceo. 11. 

may eafily learn it. Can it then be doubted, but that if ~ 
they could not fell their Moloffes to our Colonies. upon the 
Continent, they would fet up Stills of their own, and make 
Rum out of their own Moloffes ? And could not they fell 
that Rum both in America, Africa, and Europe, as well as 
we do·? To this it is anfwered, That their Government 
would not allow them to make or fell Rum; becaufe it 
would prejudice the Sale of Brandy, wMch is the natural 
Product of France itfelf: But this we have not the leaft Rea· 
fon to fuppofe ; for if the very Being, or even the Well-Being 
cf the French Sugar-Colonies depended upon their mak-
ing and felling Rum, we cannot fuppofe, that the French 
Government would ruin them, in order to keep up the 
Price of their Brandies ; un]efs we were to fuppofe, that the 
King of France, and all his Advifers, were Mafters of Vine-
yards and of nothing e]fe : We may as well fuppofe, that 
the King of France would make an Edict, for obliging their 
Sugar-Planters to throw all their Moloffes into the Sea ; 
becaufe if they are made' into Rum in any Place, either in 
Europe or America, it may prevent or prejudice the Sale 
of French Brandies. We muft therefore prefume, that if 
the French Sugar-Planters could not difpofe of their Molof-
fes in the Way they now do, they would not only be per-
mitted, but would atlually fet up Stills of their own, and 
would make their Moloffes into Rum, and fend it to Eu · 
rope ; alfo to their own Colonies of Miffiffippi, Canada, and 
Cape-Briton, in order to fupply all the Indian Nations there-
with at a cheap Rate ; and they would likewife be able to 

fmuggle a great deal of it into our Northern Colonies, and e-
ven into Great Britain and Ireland, notwithftanding any Laws 
we could make, or any Precautions we could ufe to the con-
trary. We may perhaps, by putting Arbitrary Powers into 
the Hands of our Commi11ioners of the Cuftoms and Ex-
cife, make it difficult to bring French Rum afhore in any of 
cur Dominions ; but it would be abfolutely impoffible to 
prevent the Sale of it to our Fiiliing Veffels in the North 
Parts of America. Thus inftea:d of buying their Molof- ' 
fes at the cheap Rate we now do, and having the Advan-
tage of manufatluring them into Rum ourfelves, we fhou1d 
give them the Advantage of the ManufaCl:ure, and fhould 
buy their Rum at a dear ·Rate ; and inflead of giving 
them Lumber and other fuch Goods for their Molo!fes, we 
fhould be obliged to give them ready Money for their Rum. 
As the Sale of our Lumber, Horfes, and fuch Things, even 
now depends entirely upon the Courtefy of the Gover .. 
Jlours of their Sugar-Iflands, we may depend upon it, that 
if our People could take nothins but ready Money from the!U 
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AnM S· Ceo. u. in Exchange for (uch Goods, no fuch Sale would ever bo 
~ allowed of; fuch fl:ria Injunctions would be fent over, that 

their Governours durft never venture to permit, or even fo 
much as to wink at, any Britifh Ships ever coming into any 
of their Ports, and thofe Goods are too bulky to be fmug
gled into any Part of the World. 

'Since then, Sir, we cannot propofe to make the Co.ft of 
the French Sugars higher than it is at prefent, let us con
fider and examine if we cannot make the Coil of our own 
Sugars lefs, in order thereby to enable our Sugar-Colonies 
to fell their Sugars at a lower Price, than they can pof.. 
ftbly do at prefent : This, Sir, is the proper and only Con
.fideration for this Houfe to enter into. We ought never 
to make Laws, for encouraging or enabling our Subjefls to 
fell the Produce or Manufatlure of their Country at a high 
Price, but we ought to contrive all Ways and Means for 
enabling them to fell cheap ; for in all Matters relating 
to Trade. we ought chiefly to confider the Foreign Expor
tation ; and it is certain, that at all Foreign Markets thofa 
who fell cheapeft will carry off the Sale, and turn all others 
out of the Trade : We • may indeed confine our own Sub .. 
jetl:s to the buying of what Sugars they have Ufe for, from 
our own Sugar-Colonies, at any Price they pleafe to put 
upon what they have to fell, but we have no Power over 
Foreigners ; fo that unlefS our Sugar-Planters do fell their 
Sugars as cheap as any other Sugar-Planters can do, we 
lhall foon lofe our whole Foreign Trade as to Sugars : And 
even as to our Home~ Trade, our Sugar~PJanters muft all join 
together, and confider nicely the Home-Confumption, if 
they have a mind to keep their Sugars at a much higher 
Jlrice, than what they are fold for in other Parts of Europe J 
for if they in any one Year make more Sugars than we can 
confume at Home, it will of courfe run down the Price of 
·a11 their Sugars for that Y car, even at Home amongft our 
felves. Suppofmg that we confume 8o,ooo Hogfheads of Sa
gar every Year, if they thould in any one Year fend home 
1 oo,ooo Hogfheads, the additional zo,O(JO, which we have 
no Occafion for, cannot be fent abroad, they muft be fold 
amongil ourfelves ; and the Sale of that zo,ooo would run 
down the Price of the whole 1 oo,ooo. So that let us put 
this Affair in what Shape we will, the Methods propofed by 
this Bill can never be any real Relief to our Sugar-Colonies. 

' There are many \Vays, Sir, for enabling our Dealers in 
Sugar to fell their Sugars at a lefs Price, than they can dq 
at prefent; oae Method the French have long ago chalked 
o.ut to us, and that only I thall mention at prefent. The 
French forcf.1.w •he g; ;·at Ad,·:mtage of encouraging their 
~~~~:tr-Culoui\;·s; the;. knew the Haniihip) that ~urs laboured 
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under, from· their being obliged to fend all their Sugars to Anno~- ero. u. 
be unloaded in England, before they could be exported to ~ 
any other Part of Europe : They knew how greatly this 
enhanced the Price of our Sugars, at all the l\1arkets in 
Europe ; and in order to give their S llgar-Colonies an Ad-
vantage over mm, they gave them a Liberty of fending their 
Sugars direcHy to foreign Markets, without unloading, or 
fo much as touching at any Port in France. This is an Ad-
vantage over our Sugar-Colonies, which the F r2nch Sugar-
Colonies have enjoyed for feveral Years. Let us then follow 
the Example of our Neighbours the French ; let us at 
leaft put our Sugar-Colonies upon an equal Footing with their 
Rivals.· This will be one great Enc,ouragement to them, and 
it is to be hoped, 'that in the Courfe of this Bill, a great 
many others may be thought of, which will be real Advan-
tages to them, without doing any Injury to any of our other 
Colonies in that Part of the World.' 

Mr Barnard was replied to by Colonel Bladen : Colonel1U.ldell. 

Sir, 
~ As the only Difpute now is, whether this Bill ought to 

be committed, I think the Gentleman who fpoke lail:, has 
given a very good Reafon for the committing thereof ; he 
faid, That fame Relief ought certainly to be given to our 
Sugar-Colonies, if any fuch can poffibly be contrived or 
thought on. I believe every Member of this Houfe is of 
the fame Opinion, and therefore every one muft think, that 
the Bill ought to be committed. We fuall thereby have Time 
to confider and examine all the Circumflances of fo weighty 
an Affair ; we fuall have Time to confult and advife with 
all thofe of our Acquaintance, who underftand any thing of 
Trade and Commerce, by which Means we may have an 
Opportunity of contriving the moil: proper Methods for en~ 
couraging and promoting our Sugar-Trade, without injurin§ 
any other Branch of our Trade ; znd when we ar~ ill a 
Committee upon the Bill, every Member \vill then have an 
Opportunity of offering fuch Claufes and Am(.;ncrnents <>s he 
may then think proper : In my Opinio:--, it ~annat fo rnt,ch 
as admit of a Debate, whether the, B:ll i., to b~ comm:tted or 
not. The leaft Delay in this I:~.IT;.J.ir may be the Occafion of 
the Lofs of the Bill, and therefore I am for committing it 
immediately.· 

Mr Oglethorpe fpoke next : Mr Oglethorpe, 
Sir, 

f There never was perhaps before this Haufe an Affair of 
greater Moment, than the Affair which is now before us. 
The whole Britifu Trade, all our Colonies and Settlements 
in America, may be ruined and undone, or very much en
couraged and Ll:rengthene_d by the Refolutions we come 
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Anno 5. ceo. n. to upon the prefent Occafion. Every Man, who knows any 
~~ thing of the Trade and Commerce of this Nation, knows 

how much the whole depends upon our Colonies in the 
Weft·Indies. Every Man may fee by the Accounts that 
have been laid betore us, what vaft Q:!antities of Good9 
are every Year brought from thence, by the Re-exportation 
of which we balance our Trade with almoft every Nation 
in Europe; and I believe I may fay, that it is owing to this 
only, that the general Balance of Trade has always con
tinued fo much in our Favour. 

' Let us but confider the vaft ~antities of Goods, the 
vaft Q!!antities of Britifh.Manufatlure and Produce, fent from 
hence every Year to our feveral Settlements in the Weft
Indies; let us but confider what Numbers of Britifu Ships 
and Britifh Seamen are employ'd in the Weft~India Trade, 
and we fhall fee how much that Trade and thofe Settlements 
ought to be the Care and the Concern of a Britifu Parlia
ment. 

Our Sugar-Colonies are of great Confequence to us, and 
I join in Opinion ,with thofe, who think that we ought npt 
to leave them under any· Hardfhips, or under any Diilrefs. 
Let it never be faid of a Britifu Houfe of Commons, that 
the Difircfs of any of their Fc1low-Subjet1s was pointed out 
to them, and they negleCted or delayed to do what was in 
their Power for their Relief: But our other Colonies in that 
Part of the World, ought alfo to be confider'd; from them 
we have likewife Yearly very large ~antities of Goods, 
fuch as Tobacco, Rice, Naval-Stores, and the like, which 
contribute not a little towards ,preferving the general Ba
lance of Trade in our Favour. We ought not to encourage 
or raife one Colony upon the Deftrufiion or Detriment of 
another ; much lefs ought we to grant a Favour to any Sub
jetl:, or to any particular Set of People, which may prove to 
be agrunft the publick Good of the Nation in general. 

' I am convinced, that fame Relief, or fome new En
couragement ought to be given t(\ our Sugar-Colonies~ and I 
fhall readily join in any Meafure for that End, which is not 
inconfiftent with the publick Good : But this, Sir, is no 
Reafon for committing the Bill now before us ; for if there 
~s not one Claufe or one Article in it proper for the Purpofe 
for which it was clefi.gned, we cannot properly go into a 
'Committee upon it ; we may in a Committee upon a Bill 
.add Claufes; we may make Amendments, but we are not to 
make a new Bill.. In fuch a Cafe the proper Method would 
be, to have the prefent Bil1 withdrawn, and to have a new 
Bill brought in ; and this will be a much furer and a fpecdier 
Method of procuring Relief for our Sugar-Colonies, than 
by fending up a Bill tg the other Houfe, fo irregular or fo 
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Improper, t11at they may find themfehres under a Neceffity 
of throwing it out, or which is much the £1.me, of letting 
it drop in their Haufe; whereby our Sugar~Colonies will be 
obliged to continue for one Year more, at leaft, under the 
Hardih.ips and Incumbrances, which now lie fo hea,·y upon 
them.· rfhis Aifair. being therefore of the urmoi1 Confe-
quence, I muft be of Opinion, that it is now too late, and 
the Haufe too thin, for entering upon the prefent Debate : 
Be:fides, Gentlemen, we ought to have a Regard to the Chair, 
and not fubjeB: him to fo great and io long a Fatigue ; I muft 
therefore join in the Motion that the Debate may be ad
journed till fome other Day.' 

Then Mr Giles Erle ftood up, and faid : 
Sir,. 

' As the great Advantage reaped by the Nation, by, any 
Branch of its Trade or Manufatl:ure, depends upon the 
Exportation; therefore when any Matter of Trade comes 
to be confidered in this Haufe, we ought to regard only 
thofe Methods or Means, which may tend towards the en
couraging and promoting the Exportation of any Manufac
ture: Now as to the Cafe before us, if our Colonies do not 
fell their Sugars cheaper, or at leaft as cheap as the French, 
Dutch, or any other Nation can poffibly do, it is certain, 
that no Part of that Manufat.'ture can poffib]y be exported to 
any foreign Market. I fuall therefore be for any Method, 
that can reafonably be propofed, for enabling them to fell 
cheaper than they do at prefent, but I fhall never be for 
impowering them to exaCt higher Prices from any of their 
Fellow-SubjeCts, being convinc'd, that no Laws we can 
make, can oblige Foreigners to pay a higher Price for our 
Sugars. than ~hat for whtch they may every Day purchaie 
foreign Sugars of equal Goodne1s.' 

Then Mr ·Barnard and fame other Members declaring, 
' That they would· rather be for having the Bill committed, 
than that it 1hould be thrown out ; becauie they thought it 
was neceffary to do 1omething, this Seilion ·Of Parliament, to-

Anno;. Geo. U. 
1'; ;I· p .. 

~ 

Mr Gil-• Erl~ 

wards the Relief of our Sugar~Colonies ; the flueftion The sur::lr.c": '" 
~ Dill c~nulu.t~.:... · 

was thereupon. put for committing the Bill, which was 
agreed to. 

Feb. 2 5. Sir Charles Turner prefented the S,!It.Bill to 
the Haufe, ·which was sead the firil Time, and order'd 
to be read a fecond Time ; and a· Motion heinz mad~ for 
reading it a fecond Time on the zd of March, the fame was 
firenuoufly oppofed, as being too .il10rt a Time f~1r conlider-
ing a Bill of fo much Co.nfequence; but upon a Divifion, it 
was carried in the Affirmative, by zo6 againft 1 8o. 

The fame Day Mr Sandys reported from the Committee 
appouxed to inquire into the Aff.iir of tht; q~;~rit,.blc Corpo-

1£ e z ration, 

Thr: Salt·Bill n···• 
a f11JI Tim•o, ~.,J 
orde1'd .... l,_ ...... ,, .. 
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Anno~· Geo.ll. ration the Refult of their Inquiry as to the Time Manner 
173I·J.7• ' ' ' ~ and Circurnftances of George Robinfon, Efq; Member for 

Debate conccrni~.g Marlow, and Mr John Thompfon's withdrawing themfelves 
the Expelliuj!: Mr b d h S TJ D b' r. Jl' M R Robinfi,n,a Mcm- f"yon t .e c:::s. 1en a e ate arme as to expe mg 1 r o-
berot the H uie b" r: M b £: 11' h" · d" I who toc:cthcr~vitll !lHOn; many 1 em ers were 10r expe mg 1m nnme Jate y'" 
John Thampfun, becaufe tho' they were to endeavour, by Rewards and Pi.lnifil • 
.had ,fled beyond b . } . . d k D. r: 
sea, on aw'lll't of ments, to nng 11m over m or er to rna ~e a ncovcry, yet 
~~~~hoa~tabh: Cor- they were to have a particular Regard to their own Houour : 

That it was propofed to grant him a general Indemnity by Act 
of Parliament ; and putting the Cafe that he thereupon came 
over, and made as full and ::lS ample a Difcovery as could 
be defired, yet he would ilill continue a Rogue, notwith:
ftanding fuch Compliance ; and no Man of Honour would 
keep him Company : That therefore it would be very impro
per that he ihould continue a Member of that Houfe ; and 
for that Reafon it would be neceffary to expel him before 
the bringing in of this Bill for a general Indemnity; for if 
the Bill were once paffed, he might next Minute take the 
Benefit of it, and they could not in Honour afterwards ex
pel him ; becaufe it wonld be inflicting a Puniiliment upon 
him for a Crime, for which he had got an Indemnity by Act 
of Parliament.' 

To this it was anfwer'd, r That it were to be wifh•d that 
the expeliing or not expelling of him had not been men
tioned : That the only Thing they had then before them, was 
to contrive 1'.1eans for prevailing upon him to come over and 
make a Difcovery of that who1e Affair : That if they fhould 
then expel him, it would be terrifYing-him from coming over 
at the fame Time that they were inviting him to come, which 
would be a very inconfiHent Manner of Proceeding: That 
befides, it was not regular for them to proceed direB:ly to 
the expelling of him, without giving him Time to be heard : 
That by the Rtport then made to them, there was no Crime 
as yet proved againft him ; for by that Report they could take 
no Notke of any thing but his Bankruptcy, and as to that 
he ought at leaf!: to have Time to be heard before l1e was ex
Felled : That the Honour of the Houfe was as much con
(:erned in proceeding regularly even againft a Rogue, as in 
not fitting with a Rogue; and therefore they were againft 
Io abrupt a Mt.::thod of expelling him.' 

To this it was reply'd, ' That ~y the Report then tnad"e 
to them it appeared, that a Statute of Bankruptcy had been 
ilfued againft him; and that thereby his whole E11ate, Real and 
Perfonal, was veiled in the Commiffioners, and coniequently 
l1e could not have the Q.!!alification as to an Eftate, that was 
neceffary for every Man in order to intitle him to a Seat in 
that Haufe : That moreover, by the Laws relating to Bank
fLipts, i ~u,pt w~ A.~~w~;d t9 b; ?~\ 9f dl~ King's Pro--
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te8ion; he was in a manner an Outlaw, and therefore could 
not continue a Membe:r of that Haufe; and for that Reafon 
they thought that the Bankruptcy alone was fufficient Ground 
for the Houfe to proceed immediately to the expelling of 
him.• 

Hereupon fome Members~ Barrifters at Law, 'declar'd, 
' That the Q!!efi:ion as to a Man's being a Bankrupt or not, 
co:1Id not properly come before them, more efpecially before he 
had fubmitted and acknowledged himfelf a Bankrupt : That 
a Statute of Bankruptcy's being taken out againft a • Man, 
was no incontrovertible Proof of his being a Bankrupt ; be
caufe if upon his Petition it fuould appear that he was not 
a Blllkrupt, the Statute would in that Cafe be fuperfeded: • 
They allow'd, ' That by one of tl1e Laws againfi: Ba~krupts in 
~een Elizabeth's Time, a Man who was dedared a Bank
rupt according to that Statute, was declared to be out of her 
Majefi:y's ProteCtion ; but that there had been very few de
dared Bankrupts according to that Act: That they did 
not know of any one but Mr Ward of Hackney ; and 
that therefore no Argument could be drawn from that Sta
tute as to the Cafe in Hand.' 

Al'lno ~. Ceo. IL 
1711-:;2. 

~ 

Then Mr Pelham propofed, ' That the Bill of Indemnity Mr H. Ptlhu.~ 
to be brought in as to Robinfon, fhould contain an Excep-
tion as to the Privilege of his fitting in that Haufe, by which 
they would leave themfelves at Liberty to act as they thought 
proper, fuppofmg he fuould appear and take the Benefit of 
the Indemnity to be granted him.' To this it was objected, 
~ That the fending up of fuch a Bill to the other Haufe, 
would be giving them a Power to intermeddle in an Aifair 
.relating to the Privilege of that Houfe, which was not at all 
proper to be done, and therefore it was propofed to have 
the Indemnity Special ; but this Iikwife was objected to, as 
being what would not be dfetl:ual for the Purpofe intended, 
becaufe upon fuch an Indemnity it was not to be prefurned 
that Robinfon would come over ; that he could not be thereby 
fecured againft Parliamentary Cenfures, and therefore hfiJ 
would never truft to any Special Indemnity.' 

Then it was order'd, That Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill for the Appearance of George Robinfon, Efq; at a cer
tain Time to be fix'd in the Bill; and it-was alfo order'd, That 
Leave be given to bring in a Bill to encourage and compel 
John Thompfon and his Accomplices to furrender themfelves, 
with the Books and Effects of the Corporation, at a certain 
Time to be fix'd in the f.1me Bill. 

A Bill orcler'<l for 
the ApjX'J.ra·: :c of 
Georg~ Rob:;,i·.m 
'"'I John ThC!IIp· 
foa, 

March 2. The Salt-Bill was, purfuant to the Order of the Debate on thefe· 

D h b d h r d T' b C'. l cond Rc·~.lli•:gof ay, to ave een rea t e 1ecpn 1me ; but crore t 1e t:.~ b.ct-<H . 

.Reading thereof, M.&: William Pulteney itood up and fpoke, ur w.l'llltcney\ 
as follows: 

Sir 
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AIIIIO S'· Gen. n. Sir, 
~ ' By the ancient Orders and Methods of Proceeding in thia 

Houfe, nothing relating to the raifing of Money, or Taxing 
the People, can properly be brought before us, till it has 
gone regularly through the Committee of Ways and Means. 
In the Committee of Supply we examine every Article re
Jating to the Pub lick Service ; we fettle rhc fcveral Articles ; 
\Ve examine what Sums will be neceffary for each .Article; 
and we refolve upon granting fuch Sums as we then deter
mine to be nece!fary. In the Committee of Ways and 
Means we take ·into our ~onfideration thofe Methods, which 
are propofed for raifing the Sums refolved on in the Com
mittee of Supply, and after we have fixed upon thofe Me
thods which are judged rnoft proper, we order a Bill or Bills, 
to be brought in, in purfuance of the Refolutions then made; 
This has been the conftant and uninterrupted Method of Pro· 
ceeding in all fuch Matters ; and therefore it is certain that 
no Bill, relating to the Taxing of the People, can be regular
ly brought into this floufe, till it has once been confidered 
ot: and refolved upon in the Committee ofWays and Means. 
'Vhcn this Affair about the Salt-Duty was brought before us 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, the only thing that 
was rhcn thought of, was, the laying the fame Duties upon 
S:llt, as had been laid on by the Atls of the sth and 6th. 
and of the 9th and I oth Years of King William III. and 
thereupon we came to a Refolution for reviving thofe 
Duties : This was the Refolurion as to the Duty upon Salt 
we then came to, and in purfuance of this Refolution a Bill 
was 'ordered to be brought in ; but by the Bill brought in,. 
as pretended, in purfuance of that Refolution, I find that a 
great many Laws are thereby to be revived, which we never 
fo much as thought of, or once mentioned in the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

' Befides, Sir, I find that by this Bill there is a new Tax: 
to be bid upon the People of Great Britain ; a Tax I find 
is by this Bill to be laid upon white Herrings; and I am 
{ure there was no fuch Tax ever mentioned in the Commit
tee of Ways and Means, nor did we come to any Rcfolution 
for laying any fuch Tax upon the People of Great Britain. 
There is not fo much as one Word of Herrings, or of any 
other Fiih, in the Refolution we then came to. Since then 
the Bill now before us is no way warranted by that Refolu:_ 
tion, the P~ffing thereof as it now fiands would be a break
ing through the moft folemn Orders of this Houfe, in Mat· 
ters of the Jtigheft Conf<:quence, That of raifing Money 
and taxing the People of Great Britain ; I therefore think,. 
Sir, that the Bill brought in ought to be withdrawn, and this 
whole Ajfair brought again to be conf1dercd in tl1e Commit-

te; 
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tee of Ways and Means. As we are now more apprized of 
the Matter before us, than we were at .firft, we may upon 
fecond Confideration come to fuch Refolutions, as may au
thorize the bringing in and paffing of fuch a Bill as is now 
before us, without tr:mfgreffing the ancient Orders and ·con
fiant Rules of Proceeding in Matters of fo great Confequence. 

To this Mr Scrope anfwer'd: Mr scrape. 

Sir, 
' The ObjeEtion that has been made, as to Order, cannot 

properly come in to be debated till the Bill has been read, for 
till then we cannot pretend to be certain of the Contents ; if 
the honourable Gentleman thinks proper, he may [hen in
fill: upon his Objection ; but in my Opinion, thr.:re is not 
the Ieaft Foundation for fuch an Objection; for when the Bill 
is read, I believe it wiH app~ar, that there is no Law men
tioned therein to be revived, but what is generally referred 
to in the Refolution of the Committee of \Vays and Means; 
and it has always been the PraCtice of this Houfe, to revi\·c 
Laws by a General Reference : There arc every Year fome 
expired or expiring Laws revived or continueJ by a General 
Reference to them, without particularly and at length re
citing every one of them. 

Hereupon Sir John R ufhout replied : Sir J. Run.o.t, 

Sir, 
As I was from the beginning, fo I am fti!l againft this 

extraordinary Method of raifing Money by laying a Duty 
upon Salt ; but :Iince fuch a Method was to be chofen, the 
regular Way would have certainly been to have come to this 
downright and plain Refolution, That a Duty of fo mc~ch 
per Bulhel fhould be laid upon all home-made Salt for a 
Term of three Years. I now find fuch a regular and plain 
Refolution was not to be made, becaufe in fuch a Cafe there 
could not have b<;en tl:e lcaft Pretence for not making the 
Duty general all o\er the United Kingdoms ; and therefore 
to fave a Part of the Nation from the Payment of the greateft 1 

Part of this Duty, this extraordinnry Method has been taken, 
which is as inconfrfient with the ancient Method of Proceed
ing in Parliament, as the Duty itfelf is inconfiftent with the. 
Freedom or the Happinefs of the People: But we fee the Con
fequence ; for by taking this new and extraordinary Method, 
a Blunder was committed in the very firil: Formation of the 
Refolution which we were to come to ; whether that was 
realy a Blunder, or a Defign to f.we fome People from paying 
any thing towards this Tax, I fhall not pretend to deter
mine; but I would have fome People to confider, that it 
is very probable this Tax may be continued after the Ex~ 
piration of this Term of three Years ; and if it be, it is not 
1.·cry probable that the lm;luJgence pow to be granted, will 

·· ' then 
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then be continued. This Blunder or De:fign, be it which it 
will, in the forming of the Refolution which we were to 
come to in the Committee of Ways and Means, was however 
4ccidentally then taken notice of, and was accordingly cor
re8:ed in the heft Manner poffible ; but I wifb, Sir, that the 
Gentlemen who were then, and feem ftill to be fo fond of 
this extraordinary Method of taxing their Fellow-Subje&, 
had then likewife taken Notice of all the other Blunders 
that were then committed, rather than that the ancient Me
thod of Proceeding in this Haufe fhould be altered, or that 
this Haufe fhould, by fuch Blunders, be brought in to do any 
thing that is irregular in an Affair of fo great Confequence. 

Mr Walter Plumer fpoke next. 
Sir, 

' When this Affair was under our Confideration in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, there was not certainly any 
Duty or 'Fax mentioned, but thofe that were laid on by 
the Acts of the 5th and 6th, and of the 9th and 1oth Years 
of the Reign of King William : There was no other Duty 
fo much as mentioned at that Time, by any Gentleman in 
the Committee ; but it appears by this Bill now before us, 
that there are AB:s of Parliament to be revived, by which a 
quite different Duty was laid upon the Subje& of this Na· 
tion : Thefe AB:s being repealed, they are now in the fame 
Cafe as if no fuch AB:s had ever been made. and therefore 
the reviving of them is the very f<ime Thing, as to make a 
new l.aw for the Taxing of the People of this Nation; and 
confequently it muft be granted, that the reviving of them, 
without having confidered them in the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and coming to a proper Refolution for that Pur
pofe, is contrary to the confiant Practice of this Haufe, in all 
Matters relating to the railing of Money, or impofing 
Taxes upon thofe who fent us hither, for the Prefervation of 
thei! Liberties and Properties, as well as J..f our own. The 
Taxing of the People, is an Affair of the higheft Confe
quence; no Tax ought to be agreed to, without the moll: 
mature Deliberation; and for that Reafon our Forefathers 
eilabliilied it as a Maxim, never to impofe any Tax, without 
firft having it under our Confideration in the Committee 
of Ways and Means ; fo that as long as we obferve the 
ancient Orders of this Houfe, no Tax can ever be impofed, 
without coming feveral Times under the Confideration of 
the Haufe ; but if we depart but one Step from this ancient 
Cuftom, it will be a moil dangerous Precedent ; we know 
how eafily bad Precedents are improved upon, and by fuch 
Improvements our Cpnilitution may be quite overturned : 
The moft heavy Taxes may come to be the Produce of a 
Dar, nay tl.e Produce of a few Hours~ 
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' But, Sir, This is not aH : By this extraordinary Bill, Anno~· Ceo. rr, 

and this extraordinary Method of Proceeding, there is ano-~ 
ther dangerous Precedent introduced, another iireach of the 
Orders of this Haufe committed. In all Bills by whic;h the 
People of th~ Realm are fubjeft.ed to any Penalties or For-
feitures, it iS"the ancient and the known Practice of this 
Houfe, to leave Blanks for fuch Penalties and Forfeitures in 
the firft Draught of the Bill, which Blanks are never filled 
up till the Affair comes before the Houfe in a Grand Com-
mittee upon the Bill : It muft be twice read and confidered 
before fuch Blanks are filled up, and a confiderable Time 
muft intervene between the firft Reading of the Bill, and the 
filling up of fuch Blanks, in which Time every Member has 
an Opportunity to confider the Affair, to confi1lt with 
others, and to determine whether it be confiftent with the 
Liberties of the People, to fubjetl:: them to any Penalties or 
Forfeitures in fuch Cafes, and to what Penalties or Forfei~ 
tures it may be proper to make them liable. This is a wife 
and a neceffary Precaution, and ought not to be departed 
from upon any Account whatfoever : J3ut in the Cafe now 
before us, we are to revive feveral Laws, which is the fame 
thing as to make new Laws, by which the People are fub-
jeB:ed to many and grievous Penalties and Forfeitures, with-
out giving ourfelves any Opportunity· to confider of fuch Pe. 
nalties and Forfeitures when this Bill comes before us in a 
Committee ; becaufe all the Penalties and. Forfeitures are al-
ready filled up in the Laws referred to and to be revived by 
this Bill as it now ftands. The Circumftances of Things 
and of Cou~tries alter every Day; thofe Penalties and For-
feitures, to which the People were fubJe8: by thofe Laws 
while fubfifting, may now be extravagant, may now be ab • 
.folutely inconflftent with the Freedom of the People, though 
they were not fo when thofe Laws were firft made ; and 
therefore there having been once fuch Penalties and Forfei-
tures eftablilhed, cannot afl"ord us the leaft Pretence for de-
parting from an Ancient Cuftom, which has been fo long ob-
ferved, and has always been deemed abfolutely neceffary for 
the Prefervation of the Liberties and Privileges of this Na-
tion. For which Reafon, Sir, I fhall be for the withdrawing 
of this Bill, and refurning the Confideration of this Affair in 
the Committee ofWays and Means.' _ 

To this Sir Robert Walpole made the foUowing Artfwer = sirR. '\\·a:polc. 
Sir, · 

~ I have been long accuftomed to be afFronted and infultw 
ed, both within Doors and without ; but while my lntenti
()ns are good, while my only Aim is to ferve my Country to 
the heft of my Knowledge, and to the utmoft of my Power, 
I fhall always dif;egard the RefleCtions that are thrown out 

:V 0 L,, {~ f f b}! 
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by thofe, whofe Sentiments or Views may be different from 
mine. Gentlemen may talk w;hich way they pleafe about 
Blunders, but·there was no Blunder, nor any bad Defign in 
the firH or fecond Draught of the Refolution paffed in the 
Committee of \Vays and Means, nor in the 4rawing up of 
the Bill which has been brought in, in purftiance of that 
Refolution. Even by the firft Draught of that Refolution, 
there was no Part of the Nation, but what was fubjetl:ed to 
the Duties propofed to be laid upOn Salt : There were fame 
Doubts then itarted, which were, in my Opinion, without 
any Foundation: However, to f.1tisfy thofe Gentlemen who 
had raifed fuch Doubts, fome Words were immediately-add .. 
ed, which, according to their own Confeffion, put the Matter 
out of Difpute : And even the Cafe which is now pretended 
to be a Blunder, was under Confide ration, and the Words of 
the Refolution were concerted fo as to prevent this, or any 
reafonable Exceptions being taken to the Bill when it fhould 
be brought in. The \V ords of the Refolution we came to 
in the Commi.ttee of Ways and Means were, ' That towards
' raifing the Supply granted. to his Majefiy, the feveral 
' Duties on home-made Salt, granted to the late King Wil1iam 
' and ~een Mary, by an AB: of the 5th and 6th Years of 
' their Reign, for a Term of Years, and afterwards made 
' perpetu<.:.l ; and alfo the additional Duties on Salt, grant
' ed by an Atl: of the 9th and 1oth Years of his faid late 
' Majetly King William, and all the Duties charge1ble 
' on home-made Salt in Great Britain, which by an Act of 
' the 3d Year of his prefent Majefty's Reign, ceafed and de
' determined on the z 5th of Day of December 1730, be 
' revived and granted to his Majefty, his Heirs and Succef
' fors, for the Term of three Years, from the z 5th of March 
' next, 1 7 3 z ." I really fhould be glad to know what 
W orGs are \Yanting in this Refolution ; for my own part, I 
cannot imagine any one Word to be wanting, unlefs it be the 
Word and, before the. Word which ; but the leaving out 
~ven of this Word and was no Blunder ; even that Word 
was then under our Confideration, and it was judged, that it 
was better to leave it out. 

' I am fure, Sir, that there is no Man but muft upon the 
reading over of that Refolution conclude, that it refers to all' 
and every one of the A& any way relating to the Salt-Duty, 
which were repealed by the faid Aa of the 3d Year of his 
prefent Majefty ·s Reign. The two Acts of King William and 
<lEeen Mary's, and of K.ing William's Reign, which are there 
particularly mentioned, were the only two AB:s of all thofe 
that are to be revived, by which any Tax or Duty was laid 
upon the Subject. It had indeed been difcovered, that by 
1\lians of the D1·.1wbatks which were allowed upon the Ex· 

portatian 
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po.rtation of ~erring~, a great many Frauds had been com- Ann~1;~~~· u. 
rrutted, and the Pubhck ·had been cheated out of very large ~ 
Sums of Money ; and therefore it was afterwards found ne-
ceffary to take off thofe Duties which by thofe Laws in King 
William's Time were paid upon all Salt ufed in the Curing of 
White Herrings ; and the fame wer..e accordingly taken off, 
by an Act of the 8th of the late King, and a proportionable 
Duty was thereby laid upon White Herrings cured with Salt 
for Home-Confumption : But is it not plain that this was no 
new Duty ? it was no new Tax laid upon the People ; it was 
only a new Method of raifmg the Duty upon fuch ·Salt as 
fhould be thereafter made ufe of in Salting of Herrings, and 
therefore it was applied to the fame Purpofes, to which the 
Duties upon Salt had been before applied ; it was not look-
ed on as a new Fund, nor was it applied to any new Pur-
pofes; nay it was fo much looked on as a Duty ftill remain-
ing upon Salt, that when the A8: was made for abolifuing the 
Duties upon Salt, this Duty upon Herrings was not fo much 
as mentioned in the AEt; and yet by that ACt this Dury 
ceafed and was aboliihed as well as all tbe other Duties upon 
Salt. It is therefore plain we do not tranfgrefs the Orders 
of this Houfe, or the ancient Method of Proceeding with re-
fpeCt to Taxes ; there is no Tax by this Bill. to be laid upon 
the People, but what was under our Confideration in the 
.Committee of Suppfy, and partic~larly referred to in the Re-
folution then made.' 
· ' As to the other Aas which are to be revived by the Bill 
now before us, they were all made for the more regular r~jf
ing of that Duty, which had been laid on by the [:id two 
Acts of the 5th and 6th of William and Mary, and the 9tit 
and 1oth of William, and for . preventing the Frauds which 
might be committed with relation thereunto. \Vhen we 
were in the Committee of Ways and Means, and had had the 
Reviving of thofe Duties under our ConfiJer:ttion, could any 
Man then imagine that we were to revive thofe Duties, and 
yet not revive all thofe Laws, which had bean made for the 
regular and fair raifing of them ? No Man coulJ form to 
himfelf fuch an abfurd Imagination. T~fe Laws were r..ll 
repealed by the Ad of the Third ofhis prefcnt Majd1y. and as 
that Act is particularly mentioned in thc-Refolution we came 
to, therefore we muft grant that every one of the Laws 
mentioned in this Bill to be revived are generally referred to 
in that Refolution. The very Nature of the Thing itfelf, as 
well as this general Reference, brought every one of thofc 
Laws neceifarily under our Confide1·ation ; and it is certain 
that if any of us had had any Objection to ~he Reviving of 
any of thofe L:tws, fuca Objection would then ha\·e been 
ftarted, and would have been fully confidcrcd ; but no rca-

F f z fon~1.ble. 
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fonable Objeflion could then, or can now be made to the re
viving of any of them, or of any Part of any of them. Surely 
no Man will fay, that it was necelt·uy to mention particular-~ 
ly every one of thoic Laws in the Refolution we then came 
to; it was certainly enough to refer to them in general as 
repealed by the AB: of the Third Year of his prefent Ma
jefty; fuch References are frequent in the Refolutions of 
tnis Houfe; it is what is done every Year ~ith regard to the 
Malt-Tax, and yet the Malt-Tax ACt: of the preceeding Year, 
is as much ·a dead Law, before the new one takes place, as 
any Law whatever. Every Act that ever was paffed in this 
Houfe for raifing the Malt-Tax, is in every Claufe thereof 
as much a new Law as any ACt that is by this Bill to be re
vived, and therefore it cannot be faid that there _is any Law 
now to be revived, but what was under our Conftderation in 
the Committee of Supply, and is as much referred to by the 
Refolution we then came to, as is ufual in fuch Cafes, accord
ing to the ancient Method of Proceeding in all fuch Affairs. 

' Even as to Laws infliCting Pains and Penalties upon the 
Subject, we know, that it is the common Practice of this 
Hode to revive fnch Laws by a General Refolution; jt is 
prattifed every Y rar ; Laws expiring or expired are continued 
or revived by General Refolutions and General Claufes, 
without any qew Recital of the whole Act fo to be continued 
or revived, or leaving the Penalties blank to be filled up 
when ~he Hoo1fe goes into a Committee upon the Bill, which 
is brought in for the continuing or reviving of fuch Laws ; 
there are, I believe, Sir, a hundred fuch .Precedents in the 
Journals of this Haufe. The making of a general Recital 
of the Laws tu be revived by this Bill, is only making a fhort 
Bill in place uf a Book as large as the Land-Tax B11l. In my 
Opinion, there was not an abiolute Neceffity even to have 
mentioned in this Bill every Law that was to be thereby re
vived ; a general Revival of all the Laws repealed by the 
Afi of the Third of his prefent Majefty would have been 
egough ; even fuch a general Revival would not have been 
contrary to any of the Orders of this Houfe ; but it was 
thought proper to mention every Law partic~larly, that no 
Man might have it to i~y, that he was catched, or that 
any thing was fecretly foii~ed in, or included under the gene
ral Words of the Bill, which was not under Confideration at 
the Time. the Bill was paiTed 

ilrW, Wyndham; Sjr William Wyndham 1poke next. 
S;r, 

~As w this T.tx upon Snit, I mufi frill fay, that I cannot 
but look upon it as a v1 ry great Grievance upon the poor 
of this Nation. The poorctl Labourer confumes for his own 
Perfonal U fe as much, nay more Salt than any Member of 

this 



( 229 ) 

this Houf4 or any rich Man in the Nation, and t11el'f{ore Anno~ Ceo. It. 

uft k h h P h h R
. li}l•j:Z.., 

we m rec·on tat t e oor pay asmuc as t e 1ch: ~ 
There are but very few of the poor Labourers and Tradef~ 
men that live in the Families of thofe that employ them. 
they generally live upon the daily Wages they receive, and 
it is very hard to make fuch a poor Mm pay out of the 
poor Pittance of Wages he receives for his daily Support, as 
much towards the Publick Expence, as is paid by the richeft 
Man in the Nation. We ought, Sir, to confider, that by 
taking from the Rich, we only diminifu their Luxury, but 
by fq ueezing from the Poor, we increafe their Mifery. Thi~ 
Sir, muft · be a moving Confideration to every Man that 
has any Bowels of Compaffion towards his Fellow-Creatures. 

'But, Sir, befides oppreffing the Poor, we are now, I find, 
to overturn the Method of Proceeding always obferved in 
this Houfe in the like Cafes. This, Sir, is of the utmoft 
Confequence to the very Being of our Conllitution. The 
ancient Orders of this Houfe ought moil: puntl:ually to be ob
ferved. Some of them may perhaps feem to be of little 
Confequence : But if we fall into a Way of breaking thro• 
them upon ilight,Occafions we fhall foon fall into Confu
fion ; th~n indeed we may probably difcover, that thofe Or
ders which we now think to be trivial, were of the utmoft 
Confequence ; but then it will be too late. I am rea1y fur
prized to hear it faid, that a Tax upon White Herrings is 
a Tax upon Salt: We may as well fay, that a Duty upon 
FiJh, is a Duty upon Flefu, or that Fifh is Fleili : And if 
we once come to give fuch a blind and implicit A!fent to 
the Dictates or Afi"ertions of any Man breathing, we may 
have Freedom, we may have Liberty, but I am fure it can
not then be faid, that we make any Ufe of the Freedom we 
enjoy. We may perhaps now agree to this odd Propofi~ 
tion, that a Duty upon Fifu is a Duty upon Salt ; but I am 
fure this Haufe was of a different Opinion when this Du
ty was taken ofF of the Salt, and laid upon White Herrings; 
it was then looked upon as a quite different Duty, and there
fore the laying on 9f this Duty upon White Herrings, was 
firft taken into Confideration in the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and a Refolution was there made for the laying 
on of this Duty upon White Herrings cured for Home
Confumption, in the Place of the Duty that had been 
before laid upon the Salt witl1 which they were cured. If 
it had not then been looked on as a different Duty, ther~ 
was no Neceffity for having taken it into our Confidera
tion in the Committee for Ways and Means, or for our 
having made a Refolution in that Committee before any Bi~t 
c-ould be brought in for that Purpofe. 

' But it feems, S.ir, this Tax •'pon Herrings, o.:r the Tax 
' upcn 
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upon Salt, has fince that Time changed its Nature = for a 
Bill I find is now brought in for reviving the Duty upon 
White Herrings, in Purfuance of a Refolution of the Com
mittee of Ways and Means for reviving the Duties upon 
Salt, laid on by two A&, in that_ Refolution particularly men
tioned ; in nf.ither of which is there one Word mentioned 
of any Duty upon White Herrings : This Pretence might 
perhaps have admitted of fome Shew of Reafon, if neither 
of thefe ACls had" been mentioned ; if we had in general 
refolved to revive the feveral Duties on home-made Salt, 
\Vhich by an Aa of the 3d of his prefent IV1ajefty's Reign 
ceafcd and determined, fuch a general Refolution might have 
perhaps afforded fame Pretence for reviving this Duty upon 
White Herrings, but even in that Cafe the Pretence would 
have been a very lame one ; for in order to include this 
Tax upon Herrings, we ought to have made our Refolucion 
fiill more general ; we ought to have refolved, to revive 
the feveral Duties which by the Aft of the 3d of his pre
fent Majefty ceafed and determined, without the inferting of 
thofe Words Home·made Salt ; for by the inferting of thofe 
Words, we confined the general Reference after-mentioned 
to the Duties on home-made Salt only, and by the infert· 
ing particularly thofe Laws of King William's Reign, we 
fiill more ihongly confined our felves to thofe Duties, even 
on home-made Salt, which wcr~ laid on by thofe two Atb 
cnly: If there had been any additional Duty laid even upon 
Salt by any other Att, furely no Man will f.'ly, that by our 
Refolution, fuch a Duty could have been revived, though 
the fame had ceafed and determined by the ACl: of the 3d 
of his prefent Majefty. Nor is it any Argument for proving 
this Duty upon Fifh, to be a Duty upon Salt, that it ceafed 
and determined by the fame Law by which the Duties upon 
Salt were taken off, though in that Law there was no Men
tion made of the Duty upon White Herrings ; becaufe by 
the very ACl: which ettablilhes this' Duty upon White Her
rings, there is an exprefs Provifton, that this Duty upon 
Herrings fhould ceafe and determine as foon as the Duty 
upon Salt Ihould be taken off, or in Proportion, in cafe any 
Part of the Duty upon Salt Jhould be tal<en off, as every Gen· 
tleman may fee who has a Mind to perufe the Aa of tt.e 
8th of his late Majefty, by which this Duty upon Herrings 
was firft efiablifhed. 

lt has been pretended, that Precedents may be found in 
the Journals of this Haufe for warranting the Method of re
viving Laws, which is now contended for; I do not believe 
•hat any fuch Precedent can be found. An obfolete Law 
may without doebt be revived by a new Law.. A Law re
pe:lled may be revived; by repealing of th•~t Law, by wh1ch. 

it 
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it was repealed : But I do not believe, that ever any Law Anno~. Ceo. 11. 

was revived, till after the !ioufe had taken fuch Law parti-~ 
cularly into their Confideration in forne fort of Committee ' 
or another. The expired or expiring Laws are never re-
vived or continued till they have been feveraiiy and par~ 
ticular1y examined af\d confidered of in a Committee, and 
a particular Refolution made as to each : Do not we every 
Year name a Committee for infpetling into the Laws ex-
pired or near expiring, and for con.fidering which of them, 
and what Parts of each, are fit to be revived or conti-
nued ? Does not that Committee exam'ine every one of them 
particularly, and cqme to a Refolution upon each Law by 
itfelf! Are not thofe Refolutions reported to the Houfe? 
Then the Houfe takes every one of thofe Refolutions fe-
parate]y into Confideration, and orders a Bill or Bills to ·be 
brought in, in Purfuance of fuch of the Refolutions as are 
agreed unto by the Houfe. Evert Me-';Uber of this Houfe 
knows that this is the confiant Method of continuing or re-
viving the Laws that are expiring or expired. And is not 
this direcHy contrary to the Method we are now about! Can 

.any Man fay, that any one of the Laws to be revived by 
this Bill, was ever taken into Confideration by any Com· 
rllittee of this Houfe, or that any Refolution bas been made 
and agreed to for reviving all or any one of them ? There 
was not fo much as one of them mentioned in the ~om
mittee of Ways and Means, when we had the reviving of 
the Duties upon Salt under our Con.fideration. They are 
neither generally nor particularly referred to in the Refo)u~ 
tion we then came to. In the whole Refolution~ there is not 
fo much as one Word mentioned of the reviving any Law 
whatever ; we refolved only upon reviving of the Duties. 
we did not fo much as think of reviving any of the Laws 
relating to the collecting of fuch Duties. That. ought to 
have been the AfFair of another Day; we ought to have taken 
every one of them feparately into our Confideration, in order 
to have determined which of them were proper to have been 
revived ; anri we ought to have come ro a particular Re
folution as to each ; and then in Purfuance of all thofe Re~ 
folutions, fuch a Bm as the prefent might have been regl.l
larly brought in. 

' As to the Malt-Tax-BilJ, there is no fort of Parallel. It 
is true, the Malt-Tax-Act of the preceding Year muft cer
tainly be expired before the new one can take Place; but 
while the new Bill is under the Confideration of the Houfe, 
the old is fubfifiing : Yet even in that Cafe we do 'not lay any 
Tax upon the Subject, till it has been particularly before us 
in the Committee of Ways and Means. We there take all 
the Duties laid on by the fanner Bill particularly into our 

· · Confider· 
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AnM s, ceo. n. Confideration, and the Refolation we always come to is, 
~ that the fame Duties lhall be raifed upon Malt, &c. which 

were raife!d by fuch a former Act, particularly therein refer
red to ; upon this Refolution a new Bill is brought in for 
continuing the fame Duties: This new Bill is indeed gene
rally much the {amt: with the former ; but in this Cafe 
there is no repealed or expired Law revived : The Bill is 
entirely new, and whatever Penalties or Forfeitures are there
by to be inflicted upon the Subject, are left blank to be 
filled up whe11 the Houfe goes into a _Committee upon the 
Bill : The famt.: Penalties are indeed generally .filled up, but 
not till the Houfe has an OpportWlity to examine them in 
a Committee upon the Bill : Thi~ fhews that the Method of 
procee~ing as to the Malt-Tax-Bill can be no Precedent, 
nor any Authority for the Bill now before us, by which 
a great many Laws are to be revived, which were never 
inlpetied or con.fidered by any Committee of this Houfe. 
Penalties are to be infl.i8:ed upon the Sabjetl, without leav
ing it in the Power of the Houfe to examine them when 
they go into a Committee upon the Bill ; and a Tax is to 
be laid upon the Subject, without irs having been confider
ed of, or refolved upon in th~ Committee of \Vays and 
Means. 

' I would be gl2.d to know how it was poffible for any 
Member of this Houfe, when we were in the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to make any ObjeCtion againtl: any of 

•thofe Laws which are by this Bill to be revived: There was 
not one of them fo much as mentioned at that Time; no 
Man then propofed the reviving of any one of them ; how 
then was it poffible to ftart any ObjeCtion thereunto ? I be· 
Jieve till this Bill was brought in, no Man dream 'd of fuch 
Laws being to be.revived ; and now it is .too late to make 
any Objetl:ions : This Bill will be paffed, before any Man can 
nave time to pe.rufe · and confider all . thofe Laws that are 
thereby to be revived; this alone may fuew the Irregularity 
and Inconvenience of the prefent Method of proceeding ; 
This fuews what a dangerous Precedent we are :iliout to make 
for thofe that come after us : A Precedent, Sir, that will be 
an eternal Reproach upon this Seffion of Parliament, and a 
Precedent that our lateft Pafterity will have Caufe to com.,. 
plain of. 

~ Cla)'ton. Hereupon Mr Clayton faid, 
Sir, 

' I {hall take Notice only ofone thing relating to the De· 
pate. It is well known, that upon the Death of every King, 
aU thofe Duties which had been granted for the Support of 
the Civil Liil:, expired of _Courfe, and are in the Cafe as if 
po futh Du~ep hatl ~ver been granted ; and yet the very firil 

· - farlil\· 
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Parliament next after the Accefiion of a Succe.fl'or, thofe very Anno J. ceo. rr. 
Duties we all revived, and are fett1ed upon the Succeffor, ~ 
for his Life, by a general Bill : It is no way' thought ne-
cefi"ary to bring in a particular Bill for every Duty that is 
then to be revived. ·This, Sir, is an Argument for the pre-
fent Method of Proceeding, to which I defy any Man to 
give .a fufficient Anfwer. 

Upon this Mr Walter Plumer fiood up, and faid, Mt Plumer. 

Sir, · • 
' From this very Debate it appears plain to me, that we 

are in fome doubt, whether we are regular in our prefent 
Method ofProcc;eding or not; I am perfuaded that if there 
was no Doubt in the Cafe, if there were no plaufibJe 
Reafon for fufpetl:ing the Regularity and Order of our 
Proceedings, as to the Bill now before us, the Right Ho
no"'Urable Member on the Floor would not have taken fo 
much Pains to explain the Cafe to us ; and I mull: think, 
Sir, that in an Affair of fo great Confeq uence, an Af
fair of as great Confequence as any that ever' did, or ever 
can come befor~ this Haufe, the leaH: Doubt as to the Regu
larity of our Proceedings, the leaft Sufpicion of our being got 
into any Method. contrary to the ancient Orders of this 
Houfe, ought to be a fufficient and a prevailing Argument 
for the withdrawing of this Bill, and for our refuming the 
Confideration of this Affair in the Commi;:}ee of Ways and 
Means. It is no Scandal, Sir, for us, or for any Man to own 
that he has been in a Mill:ake; the wifeft Men are not' 
infallible ; but for Men to perftft in a Miftake, after it is 
difcovered, or even after they begin to doubt whether they 
are in a Miilake or no, does not favour much of Wifdom., 
more efpecially in an Affair which may be fo ea.fily retl:ifi .. 
ed., This Seffion of Parliament muft continue fitting for 
fome confiderable Time as yet ; and as we have Time enough, 
I can fee no Reafon why this AfFair may not be brought 
again before the Committee of Ways and Means, where all 
Miftakes, if any be, may be corretl:ed, and even all future 
Doubts or Difputes, as to Regularity and Method, may be 
obviated. 

' As to what the worthy Member who fpoke laft ohferved 
about the Civil Lift Duties, it mull: be granted, that t-hey expire 
at the Death of every King; and, Sir, it muil: likewife be 
granted, that fince the firft Eftablifhment of fuc:h Duties, they 
llave all been moll: punCtually revived by the very firft Par-. 
li:nnent after the Acceffion of the next Succeffor. But im 
what manner ? Why, Sir, by the Haufe's. taking them one 
by one under Confideration in a Committee, and coming to a 
particular . Refolution as to every Qn; : Then indeed one 
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~nno J, Gee>. u. general Bill is ordered to be brought in, in Purfuance of all 
~ thefe particular Refolutions: But is not this, Sir, a Method 

of Proceeding quite diJferent from the Method we are now 
in ? If thofe Civil Lift Duties had ever been revived by a 
general Refolution, and a great many expired or repealed 
Penal Laws, relating to the Collecting of them, revived by 
a general Reference ~n tl;le new Bill, without being mentioned 
in the Refolution of the Committee, then an Argument 
might have been from thence drawn for the Regularity of 
our prefent Method of J;"roceeding ; but as there never w~ 
any fuch thing pretended to be done in the reviving of thofe 
Civil Lifl Duties, I am of Opinion, that the ufual Meth_od 
of Proceeding with refpett to the I,tevival of them, is a very 
flrong Argument againft the Regularity of the Method we 
,re now in, with refpett: to this favourite Scheme of reviving 
the Duties upon Salt. And thus, Sir, I hope, I have given 
a fufficient Anfwer to the Argument made ufe of by the 
Gende~an who fpoke laft. Bu.t, S~r, as to the Duty ~~felf, 
I am furpri~d that there fhould be any farther Difpute 
about it, for it really appears to me, t11at every Man in this 
~oufe is againft·it: Even of thofe who at firft feemed to be 
for it fome have fince acknowledged, that it will be an into· 
Ierable Grievance upon the People in Scotland ; and the reft 
have ac~nowled~ed, that it will be liable to a great many 
Frauds : Sir, I cannot think ~hat any Man, who thinks this 
Duty an intolerable Grievance upon Scotland, wi_ll be for 
reviving it ; an:d we have fo many fraudulent PraCtices al
ready in this Kingdo~, tha~ ~cannot think any Man will be 
for reviving a Duty which he thinks will increafe them. 
At this rate, Sir, I cannot really perceive that any Man in 
this Houfe is for the Duty; why therefore ihould we dif· 
pute any longer about the Method of reviving this Duty, 
:Iince every Man, that has fpoke in the Debate, has given a 
good Reafon for his bein~ ag~inft the Duty itJ;'elf ?' 

The Salt-Bill, haY· 
ing been read a 
:fecond Time, is 
~mlllitted. 

This Debate being over, the Bill ~a.s read a fecond Time, 
and a Motion being made for the committing thereof, and 
the Q.!!eftion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative, 
by 209 agai~ 1 54 ; and it was re(olved, Th:at the Houfe 
would refolve itfdf i11:to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
upon the faid Bill, on the 8th lnftant. · 

March 7· Mr RoUe prefented, according to Order, a 
Bill, for amending and making more effell:ual an Aa made 

"Bill, F ... _r.a.:rirtg in the gth Year of the Reign of ~een Anne, intitled, An 
~,., Fmdomo•Par~ All fior ftcurinu the Freedom or Parliaments hv the fiar-
j,, :r.eu; read lhe 6 'l ' J · 

f..tt Ti:ne. ther f<yalifying the lr!emhers to fit in the ~otife if Commons ; 
which was read the firft Time, and order'd to be read a fe
cond Time, 
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. ne fame Day two Bills . were brought in, relating to AM~-h·~~~- II. 

George Robinfon and John Thompfon, purfuant to an Or-~ 
der of the 2 5 ~h of February, which were both read twice Th~ Bills reJa~ing :. 

d. ' d J alfc d d Th h C • d to George Robin-an committe : t was o or ere , at t e omnuttee o fan and John 
make the faid two Bills into one ·r~ompfon com· • mmed. 

March 8. After the Order of the Day was read, for the 
Haufe to refolve itfdf into a Committee of the whole The Haufe, i~ a 

H r. h S 1 B·11 · d d d d . h Grand Committe.·, ou1e on t e a t- 1 , It was move an or ere , wtt out proceed fa.rther oil 

any Divifion, That it fhould be an InftruEl:ion to the faid the Salt·Blll. 

Committee, that they fhould have Power to receive a Claufe 
of Credit. Then the Country Party moved, ' That it 1hould Debate concerning 

be an lnftruClion to the faid Committee that they fuould feveral additional 
' Claufes, and other 

have Power to receive a Claufe to reftrain any Perfon during Amendme~:, to 

h T . h n.. 11 be d 1 d · h h' . the faid Bill, t e Ime e IUa concerne or emp oye m t e c argmg, 
collecting, levying, or managing any of the Duties to be 
granted by the faid Bill, from being a Returning Officer, 
or voting, or influencing any EleCtor to vote, in Elections 
of Members to ferve in Parliament,' which paffed in the 
Negative. Then it was mov'd, That it fuould be an ln-
firudion to the faid Committee, that they fuould have Power 
to receive a Claufe, to exempt from the Duties to be laid by 
the faid Bill, all home-made Salt ufed in viB:ualling Ships, 
which having likewife a Negative put upon it, the Coun-
tr.y Party moved again, ' Th<:t it fhould be an InfiruClion 
to the faid Commictee, that they £hould have Power to 
receive a Claufe, that the Potters might be allowed a Draw-
back of the Duty upon all Salt ufed in glazing their Ear-
then-Ware : And alfo, ' That it fuould be an Infiruction 
to the faid Committee, that they ihould have Power to re-
ceive a Claufe, that Salt ufed for manuring of Land :lhould 
be exempt from the Duties to be laid by the faid Bill.' Like-
wife, ' That it fuould be an InfiruClion to the faid Com-
mittee, that they 1hould have Power to receive a Claufe 
to £x the Affize of all Salt, which fuoulJ be fold before 
the Duties laid by the faid Bill iliould take Place.' All 
thefe Motions met with the fame Fate with the former, hut 
it was ordered, ' That the Committee ihould have Power 
to receive a Claufe to make void all Bargains then fubfifiing 
for the Delivery of Salt at any future Time. Then the 
Houfe refolv'd itfelf into the faid Committee ; and Mr. 
Speaker refumed the Chair : After which it was refolv'd, 
That the Houfe 1hould again refolve itfelf into a Commit· 
tee of the whole Haufe, on the 1oth, to confider farther 
of the faid Bill. 

March 10. The above Order being read, a Motion was 
made, 'That it fuould be an lnftruaion to the faid Com
mittee, that they fhould have a Power to receive a Claufe 
.to exempt from the Duties, to be laid by the frud Bm, Salt 
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Anno s. Oco. u. ufed in dreffing and curing of Leather : And alfo, c That 
~ it 1hould be an Inftrutlion to the faid CommittefY, to ex~ 

empt from the Duties, to be laid by the {aid Bill, Salt ufed 
in making Glafs and Glafs Bottles;' but the ~eftion being 
put upon both thefe Motions, it was carried in the 'Negative. 
Then it was ordered, without a Divifion, That the Com
mittee 1hould have Power to receive a Claufe, for allowing 
Fifh cured with Scots Salt to be brought from Scotland into 
England, the Perfon or Perfons, who lhall bring the fame, 
paying fuch Duties upon bringing in fuch Fifh, at the Port 
it is brought to, as, added to the Duty payable upon Salt 
made in Scotland, fhould amount to the full Duty payable 
in England, for the ~antity of Salt neceffary for curing 
fuch Fifh. After this the Houfe refolved itfelf into the 
faid Committee, and went through the BilJ, and the Speaker 
having refurned the Chair, the Report was ordered to be 
receiv'd on the 2oth. 

The Di!l relati.ng A! a reb I 3. The Bill againil: George Robinfon and John 
to George Robl't· Tl r d h' d T' d fc th 
fon, and J.Thomp· lOIDplOD was rea a t If tme, an ent up to e 
fon pafs'd and L d h . fs'd fi d'} d h h I knt to th;L:1rds, or s, w ere Jt pa very pee 1 y, an on t e zot . n-

fiant had the Royal Affent. 
"J'!le Sugar-Colo.ny March 15. The Sugar-Colony Bill was read the third 
11111 read the ! h1rd , • • . 

ie~~~~·to:fsd :nme, anhd pLafs'dd, andh Mr.Wmmdngton w~s ohrdderb'd to.carhry 
where it is loft. ' 1t .up to t e or s, w ere 1t was rapt as It a een 1n t e 

preceding Sefiion. 
The salt-Bill read March z 1. The Salt-Bill was read the third Time, and a 
!~ ~{~?'ime, Motion being made that the fame do pafs, and the ~eftion 

Leing put thereupon, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 
207 againft I 3 5. 

I.ord Gage pre· March 22. Lord Gage reported from the Committee ap
w··~h~1!';'~mit- pointed to inquire into the fraudulent Sale of tl)e late Earl 
tee re'ath!'; tu the of Derwentwater's Eftate that they had exatriin'd the Books 
:Earl of Derwent- J ' 

wat.er's. Ellate ~ Papers, &c. referr'd to them, and had agreed upon a Re-
"''hich Js orderd · • h A d' h' h h d · h' PI Th to be printed. port, wlt an ppen IX, w IC e rea m IS ace. en 

it was order'd, That the faid Report and Appendix be 
printed. 

'{..~fng~2~· f,o;;j:;, Marc~ 2 3. TJ1e Bill, For the ~et:er (tcurlng the Freedmt 
~r Pad.::m~hl~,read of Parltaments, hy farther ~alifytn~ Members to fit fn th~ 
the Tlnrd T1me, R ,r. ifC d h th' d T" d h On and thrown out. ou1 e o ommo111, was rea t e Ir 1me, an t e "<.!:e-

ftion being put, that the Bill do pafs, it was carried in the 
Negative, by 66 Votes again~ 6o. 

Motion for at:om· Then a Motion was made, That a Committee be appointed 
JnJttee to mquue, • • h th M b f h H .. r. d•d fi . th i.fany Member to tnquue, w e er any em er o t at owe 1 tt m e 
t:~. cuntrarr to Haufe contrary to Law ; but the ~eftion being put, it 

pafi'ed in the Negative, by 83 Votes againft 37· 
March, 30. The Report prefented by the Lord Gage on 

the 22d lnfiant, was read, and taken into Confideration, 
whereupon it was refolved, Nem. c~n. I. That on the 3oth 

of 
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or July, 172~, Matthew White, Efq; was declared the Pur· Anno f. Ceo. It. 
chafer of an Annuity of zoo I. during the Life of Charles ~ 
Ratcliffe, ifi"uing out of the: Eftate of} ames late Earl of Der- Report n:lati:Jg 10 

wentwater with all the Arrears thereof from his Attainder the fr:,urtulent sa~e 
' ' of the EJrl of Dc·-

for 1201 I. 1 s. without due Notice of Time or Place for wc,nwatcr's E-' 
r. r. h A . Sal d • h h p r. ftate, taken jntu expcJJmg 1UC nnwty to e, an Wit out t e re1ence cunlideration. 

of a fuffi.cient Number of Commi:ffioners and Truftees, as 
required by .the Aft appointing fuch Commiffioners and Reroluti~ms there-

T 'fi II Tha W'll' S . h Er. did h h upon, w:th re~ard ru ees. . t I 13M ffilt , 1q; on t e I It toM. Whit..- and 

Day of July 1723, for the Confideration of 106o I. contract ~·rc50~·~~;. ,;,., 

for an Eflate of James late Ear] of Derwentwater, mentioned, 
in a Particular publiihed by the faid Comniifiioners and Tru-
flees, to be of the annual Value of 50131. fubjea to the 
Annuities and Incumbrances in the faid Particular men-
tioned, and to be fold during the Continuance of an Efta.te 
in Tail-Male, veiled in Charles Ratclitfe-in Remainder, Ex· 
petbmt on the Death of lohn Ratcliffe under Age, and 
without Hfue-Male, which ContraB: was, on the 3oth of the 
fame July, vacated and tom out of the Book of Contra&, 
8.1Jd a new one then procured and dated as on the 1 1 th, 
by which the faid William Smith not only obtained the 
faid Remainder in Tail, but alfo the Reverfton in Fee of 
the faid Eftate for the fame Sum of 1060 1. although a fuf-
:ficient Number of Commiffioners and Trufi~es, as required 
by Aa of Parliament, was not prefent either on the I 1 th 
or 30th of the faid July, nor had any Notice been given 
of expoftng to Sale the Reverfion in Fee of the faid Ellate. 
III. That Matthew White and William Smith, Efqs; were 
prefent on the 3oth of the faid July, when Samuel Allen, 
Secretary to the faid Commifiioners and Truftees, f.gned the 
Names of Sir Thomas Hales and Sir John Eyles to the 
refpetl:ive pretended Contraas, made with the faid White 
and Smith on the faid 30th of July, when no Commiffio-
ner and Truftee, but Dennis Bond, Efq; and John Birch, 
Serjeant at Law, were prefent. IV. That the contraCting 
for the Sale of the aforefaid Efiates, by a lefs Number of 
the Commi:ffioners and Truftees than Four, and the not giv-
ing Fifteen Days Notice at leaH of fuch Sales, was a ma· 
nifeft Violation of the ACt: of Parliament for the Sale of 
the faid Eftatesr- highly injurious to the Publick, and a no-
torious Breach of the Truft repofed in fuch Commiffioners 
and Truftees. 

Upon thefe Refolutions it was ordered, That Leave lhoulJ ~a~~~~~~~~d L~"; 
be given to bring in a Bill to dedare and make void the fe- til!,: S..Jc, 

veral Contracts, and the Conveyances made in Purfuance 
thereof, of the Eftate of James late Earl of Derwentwater, to 
William Smith, Efq; and alfo of the Annuity of zoo I. dur-
- ·· ing 



( 238 ) 
Anno ~- ceo. II. ing the Life of Charles Ratcliffe, with the Arrears theredf. 
~to Matthew.White, Efq; 

I The Huic refolve After this the Houfe refolved, Nem. Con. That any 
that a Commiffio- C 'ffi d T ft · d b he r. 'd A.n f n~r of the forfeited omm1 oner an ru ee, appomte y t 1a1 ~L o 
Etth\atSees, fuffi:ring Parliament, direCting or permitting the Secretary of the Com· 

e cretary to • , 
iign the Name o~ mtffion, or any other ferfon, to fign the Name of any ab-
:an aufent Commtf- r. c 'ffi d T ft' . d k 
iioncr, is gullty of 1ent omm1 wner an ru ee; m or er to rna e up. the 
aBreachofTruft. Number of Commiffioners and Truftees required by the faid 

Aa, to any Sale, ContraCt, or other Proceedings, was guil
ty of a Violation of the faid Aa, and of an high Breach 
of Truft. 

Debate concerning Then a Motion was made to refolve, That any ab-
an atofent Col!lmif- fent Commiffioner and Truftee appointed by the faid ACt of {toner, fuffi:r111g · 
the Secre~ary to Parliament, impowering any Perfon to fign his Name for 
6gnfor him. h' . d k h N be f C ·m 1m, m or er to ma e up t e urn r o ommt 10ners 

and Truftees required by the faid Act, to Matters of Form 
in Proceedings under the faid Act, was guilty of a great IrN 
regularity in the Execution of the faid Act : But many Mem· 
bers being of Opinion,. That it was as great a Violation of 
the ACt, and as high a Breach of Truft, for any abfent Com· 
miffioner to impower any Perfon to fign his Name for him:t 
in order to make up the Number of Commiffioners required, 
as it was for any Commiffioner prefent to direCt or permit 
any other Perfon to fign the Name of any abfent Commiffio· 
ner, in order to make up the Number of Commiffioners pre· 
{ent; the faid Motion was warmly oppos'd: However, after 
a long Debate, the ~eftion was put, and it was carried for 
the Motion, by 1 7 5 Votes againft I 40. 

D~nnis Bond, Efq; That Part of the Committee's Report, which related 
anrl Scrj Birch ex- D · B d Efc M b r p 1 b · d • peii'd 111~ Houle. to enms on , q; em er 10r oo e, emg rea , 1t 

was refolv'd, That he was guilty of a notorious Breach of 
Truft, as a Commiffioner for Sale of the forfeited Eftates. 
and that he be for the faid Offence expell'd the Haufe. 
The fame Refolutions were made with regard to Serjeant 
Birch, Member for Weobly, and he was alfo expell'd the 
Houfe. 

Sir Jo~n Eyles 'Tot- Then that Part of the Report which related to Sir John 
ed gu1l1y of [In lr- · • 
.ref;uLuity; and Eyles, Member for London, was read, and the Recital of a 
order'J to be rc- 'd · B k b ] · th r. 'd Co p.dm~nded by Mr Conveyance enter m a oo e ongmg to e 1a1 m-
llpeaker. miffioners and Truftees was read ; then it was refolved, 

That he was guilty of a great Irregularity as a Colllil!iffio
ner and Truftee for Sale of the forfeited Etlates for the Ufe 
of the Publick, by impowering Mr Samuel Allen: Secreta
ry of the Commiilioners and Tru!lees for the Sale of the 
faid Eftate, t~ fign his the faid Sir John Eyles's Name, when 
abfent, in order to make up the Number of Commiffioners 
and Truftees required by ACt of Parliament, to ;Matters of 

Form 
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Form in Proceedings under the faid Aa. And it was or
der'd, That he fhould for his faid Offence be reprimanded 
in his Place by the Speaker, and that he fhould attend the 
Haufe in his Place the next Morning. 

March 31. The Speaker reprimanded Sir John Eyles, as 
'follows: 

Sir John Eyles, 

Anno). Geo.ll. 
17 ;:r.. 

~ 

T H e Hot!Je /Jav. e rome to a Refolution, that you art The Speaker's. R~~ 
·1 ,r r l • C ; n; d pmn1nd to S1r guuty o,; a great ..1.rregu arzty, as a ommtgtoner an jQhn Eyh:s. 

Cfruflee for Sale of the Forfeited Eftatts for the Ufe of 
the Puhlirl, hy impov.Jering Mr Samuel Allen, Secretary of 
the CommijJioners and 'Trujlees for the Sale of the faid Ejiates, 
to jign your Name, when ahjent) in order to make up the 
Number of CommiJ!ioners and 'Truftees requireti by Ali of 
ParliamBnt, to J4atters of Form, in Proceedings under the 
faid All . 

..llnd ha'Ve imp.oftd a Command ujon me, which is the only 
one, I can truly fay, that l ecver recei'Ved with any Uneaji
nefi in the Place l now fit; not from any Doubt of the 
Ju.ftice of the Command, nor from any Unwillingnefs in me 
to ohey an Order of the Houfe; but hecaufe you, Sir, are un
fortunately the Subjeli of it, for whom I ha'Ve always had 
the greateft Perfonal Regard; 

The Offence you qre guilty of ha<Ving c9me ru·ithin the No
tice of the !foufe, it <u.'as impo.Jiihle it jhou/J efcape their Cen
fore, as it had a ReferenCe to a 'Trufl repofed in 'you; repos'd 
/Jy Parliament! the highejl and moft facred Authority any 
.Subjeli of this Kingdom can ail under ! and with a particu~ 
Jar Conjidenct in JOU, and the others join'd with you, hecaufe 
of the Relation you bore to the P.arliament: .ATru.ft of great 
Importance, and which required great Paim and Attention to 
it, and for that a very conjiderable Rect~mpence was a./Jigned 
-Ia you out of the pub/irk 'Tr.eafure. 'Ihe Recompence, Sir., 
you enjqy'd; !Jut the Pains an,d Attention expeBed from you, 
you fair din, and illegally delegated your tfrufl, in lnftances 
where a falfe and fraudulent u;e has been made of it. 

But, happy for you, Sir, it appears to the Houfe to have. 
heen a Matter rather of ecvil Example, than e'Vif 11Jtention 
in you ; for which Reafon, the Refolutions of the Haufe, on 
this Occajion, have a Mixture of Ju.ftice and Mercy; and 
as your Offence will airways juflify the Cenfure of the Houft 
upon yott, let it he your Care, Sir, that your future Beha
cviour alwap jujlify the Lenity of the Houft to you. Let the 
:.fujlice of the Houfe male you fear, and the Clemency of the 
!fouft make it a Matter of Sorrow in you to offend again. 

This Senfe, l perfuade myfelf, you have of the Judgmenl 
the Houfe has pafs'd upon )'OU; which fs, '!hat I reJri

mand, 
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Anno 5· Geo. u. manti you for yaur foid 0./fenceJ and 1 d1 reprimand JDII 

~ accordingly. 

~ir Joh"a Ey!es't 
Reply. 

To this Sir John Eyies made the following Reply : 

Mr Speaker, ' I Am very much afhamed of an Offence that- has drawn 
' upon me the Animadverfions and Cenfure of this 
' Haufe ; an Offence, which at the Time of committing 
' it, l had fcarce any Idea of being fubjetl: to blame for. 
' I ~ now made truly fenfible of it, and the ftrong and 
' lively Colours in which you, Sir, have drawn it, will be 
' to me a lafting Memento of future Caution. 

' The Judgment the Houfe has paffed upon me I endure 
' with a dutiful Submiffion; and you, Sir, having fhewn that 
' Tendemefs and Humanity, which is agreeable to your Na
' ture, in pronouncing it, and thereby, in fome Degree, 
'-abated its Rigour j I cannot but exprefs my grateful and 
' fmcere Acknowledgment to yourfelf, and alfo to the Haufe, 
' for their Favour in not carrying this Cenfure to any farther 
' Confeq uence. · 

The Thanks of Th L d G Ch • f h C · · · .J the Hciufe yiven to e or age, atrman o t e ommtttee appotnteu, 
Lord G.lge for )lis to inquire into the fraudulent Sale of Lord Derwentwater's 
Mana!!ement 1n 

the Atf<Air of the EftateJ having taken a great deal of Pains in that AfFair, it 
Charitable CorJI()- l 'd · h Thanks . 
1arion, • was refo v , Nem. Con. That .t e of this, Haufe be 

given to his bordihip for the great Service he had thereby 
done the Publick. Then it was order'd, That the Report 
of the faid Committee be printed. 

Farther.Debate. April 3· The Affair of George Robinfon and John Tho.mn.. 
~oncernmg Robm· r. D . . r 
1onJmdTll.ompfon. 100 occafioned a new Debate, for the ay be10g then pafi"ed, 

on which Robinfon and Thompfon were to appear by the 
Aa before-mentioned, [Seep. 221.] and neither of them, but 
particularly Robinfon, not having appeared Ol' furrendered him ... 
felf in the Terms of the faid Act; it was moved, That he 
might be expelled: But fome of the Members took Notice~ 
~ That by the faid Act, he might within the Time limited fur
render himfelf to either Haufe of :Parliament ; and though 
he had not furrendered to th3:t Haufe, yet they did not know 
hut that he had furrendered himfelf to a;he other i and there
fore they moved, That a Committee fhould be appointed to 
infpea the Journals of the Lords, and to report to that 
f!oufe, whether any and what Proceedings had been before 
the Lords in Confeq uence of an Aa paffed that Seffion, in
titled, An All to encourage and compel George Robi1tflm, EfiJ~ 
(lnd John Cfhompjo11 to appear, &c. But to thu it was an .. 
fwered, ' That according to the Terms of the faid Aa, the 

.faid R.obinfon mi~ht hav~ furrendc;red himfelf to the other· 
· ·liollf~ 
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Haufe, and might thereby have freed himfelf from the Pains, Ann" 5· Ceo. Il~ 
to which he was by the faid Atl: fubjetl:ed, in cafe of his not ~ 
appraring and furrer.dering ; but th1s they had nothing to 
do with, when they came to confider whether or 'no he 
ought to be expeil'd'; becaufe in that C2Eeflion, the only Point 
to be confider'd of was, whether or no he had attended 
the Service cf the Haufe according to Order; if he had~ 
it would appear by l~is anfwering for himtelf in his Place, or 
by fome Member's rifing up and making an Excufe for him; 
if he had not, he was guilty of a high Contempt of the 
Orders and Authority of that Haufe, for which he ought to 
be expelled ; and that therefore they had not in the prefent 
~efiion any BufineE with the Journals of the other Haufe.• 
At bit the ~efiicm was put upon this Motion, and it was 
carried in the Negative. Then the Houle came to a Refolu-
tion, Nem. Con. That George Robinfon, Ef9; l1aving been 
charged in Parliament with being privy to, and concerned in 
many indirect and fraudulent Pratl:ices, in the Management 
of the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation for Rdief of 
induftrious Poor, by affifting them with fmall Sums upon 
Pleclges at legal lntereft ; and \vith having got into his 
Hands very large Sums of Money belonging to the faid Cor-
poration ; and being returned a Burgefs to ferve in this pre-
fent Puliament for the Borough of Great Marlow, in the 
County of Bucks, and having never attended the Service 
of the Haufe, although required fo to do, was guilty of a 
high Contempt of the Orders and Authority of the Haufe. . 
Th · }'k ·r. r.} d 1\T C Th h r. "d Geor~c Robmf.)n en tt was 1 ewne re10 ve , ;.vem. . on. at t e 1a1 HJ; "';'";:·J rnc 

Gevrn-e Robinfon, Efq; fhould be for his f.lid Offence ex- Hc.ufc ''.' acc.c•\1 • 
~ k d <•f tL~ ( h:m.,, ... l~. 

pelled the Houfe: And Mr Spea ¥er was or ered to Hfue corpor;nioa. 

his Warrant for making out a new Writ for the faid 
:Borough of Marlow, in'his Place. 

The fame Day the Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a Commit
tee of the whole Haufe, to confider farther of the Supply ; 
and the Eftimates of the feveral Sun1s of Money due to the 
King of Denmark, by virtue of his late Majefty's Declara
tion to that Purpofe, for the Agio or DifFerence of the Sub
fidies payable to the Crown of Denma, k, in purfuance uf 
the Treaty between his late Britannick Majefty, the mofi: 
Chriftian King, and the King of Denmark, dated the 16th 
of April t 727, together with feveral other P::pers relating 
to that Affair, were referred to the faid Committee. Then 
a Motion being made, That the Sum of 22,6941. 7 s. 6 d. 2.2,Gg:tl. ;-r.. 6.:. 
b d k d h r. .d A . n· n:' h :·r:mtrd tu th" e grante to rna e goo t e 1a1 gw or mere nee ; t e -: i.li;; of De·"'-'';..; 
~arne was warmly oppofed by feveral Members but at laft for m •.• ~m!~ ''':'"J.~ 
li ' the A" IJ of h' 
the ~efl:ion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative. ~\:Htty in •::1 . 

.April 4· The above Refolution bein~ reported to the 
Haufe, a Motion was made that the Houfe do agree with 

V o·1 .. II. H h the 
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Anno S· Geo. u. the Committee, which after fome Debate, was carried in 
~ the Affirmative, by z 16 Votes againft 1 04-. 

The Bill fur rna· Apri/6. Lord Gage prefented to the Houfe, a Bill, For 
!f~h;o~!rtlh~rle maki'flg void the ftveral Contralls for Sale of the late Earl 
Derwcntwater's ol' Derwent·wattr's Eliate which was read the firft Time Eibtc read the './ .; t J 
nrft T~me. and order'd to be read a fecond Time. 
Petition of w. A.rpril 17. A Petition of William Smith,, E(cq;_ and Mat-. 
Smith and M. 
White ~nft it, thew White, Efq; was prefcnted to the Hou(e, and read ; 

praying to be heard by their Council againft the faid Bill, 
which Petitions were C¥dered to lie upon the Table till the· 
fecond Reading t~ereof; and that the Petitioners might be. 

M:11.tinn that the then fev~rally heard by thdr Counfel : Hereupon a Motion 
w~~~~ , . . . 
examin';:I atthe was made, That the Witneffes, who were to be examined for. 
f~cond_ R~din~ of and againft the. faid Bill at the ferond Reading thereof. 
the f:u<i B1U, be . · "" . ' 
uawJned upon lhould be examined in the moil folemn MJ.nner. This oc.: 
Oo~th. · · -

~afioned a long Debate in t~e Houfe. Thofe that were 
againa the QEeHion reprefentedJ ' That the Houfe of Lords 
had always infiiled upon it, that the Houfe of Cummons, 
being no Court of J udlcature, had not therefore a Power to 
examine Witnefi"es in the moll folemn Manner~ at the Bar of 
their Houfe : That though this Power had always been 
chimed and inftfted upon by the Haufe of Commons, yet 
:it was a Point ftill in Difpute betw~en the two Houfes: And 
that if the. Haufe of Commons fhould upon that Occafion 
ma~e ufe of this difput~d Power, it would occafion a Bread~ 
between the two Houfes, w h~ch might not only prove to ~~· 
the Lofs of the Bill th~n under Confideration, b1l;t might be 

,of much worfe Confequence, );>y puttir:g a full Stop to a]~ 
the publick Bufine:fs of the Nation· i it l;>eing well known,' 
that whenever any Breach happened between the two Houfes, 
it proved always to be a very difficult and tedious Matter to 
re-eftablifu that Harmony, which ought always to fubftfl: be-. 
tween the two Houfes, and without which the publick Af&irs 
of the Nation cannot be carried ori ; f~ that their coming 
to any fuch 'Re(olution might intirely unhinge the Govern-: 
ment, and throw the whole K.tngdom into Confufion., 

Thofe Members upon the other hand, who· were for the ~e.: 
ilion, declared the great Regard ana Concern they had for the 
Bill then under Con:fideration, and for the publick Peace ana 
~iet of the Nation;_ but faid; 'That the true Method of pre
ferving the pub lick Q!Iiet of the :Nation was, for each 
Haufe to take care to preferve thofe Powers and Privileges 
which properly belong to them ; for if that Houfe lhould 
begin to yield up, or not exert a Power which they had al
ways enjoyed, only b.e(aufe the other Houfe pretended t(). 
difpute their having any fuch Power, they might come at 
la11: to be ftript of. all the Powers and Privileges they ever. 
~a~ or coLlld pre~end ~o ~ That it was 'well ~nown, that the 

HoLif= 
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IIotife of Commons had always been ufed to impower their Anno s. r.ro. II. 

Committees to examine Witne1fes before them in the mofi: ~ 
folemn Manner ; and it was very odd to pretend, that the 
Houfe itfelf could not make ufe of that Power which they 
~very Day delegated to their Committees ; · it was not to 
be prefumed, that the other Houfe would raife any fuch 
groundlefs Difpute : That it might perhaps be pretended, that 
as the Houfe of Commons was no Court of Judicature, they 
·~could not therefore adminifter an Oath ; but that was not 
now to be brought irtto ~eftion, becaufe they might get fuch 
of the Members as were J uftices of the Peace to adminifter 
the Oath to the WitneJfes, upon which_ Oath the Witndfes 
might afterwards be examined at the Bar of the Haufe ; or 
they might get one of the Judges to come to the Speaker's 
Chamber to adminifter the Oath to the Witneffes, which 
was no new ·or unheard-of Method of Proceeding ; for that 
there was upon their Journals a Precedent for the fame, and 
that Method was then allowed of by the other Houfe with-
out any Difpute: That even as to their having a Power of 
adminifi:ring an Oath in the moft folemn Manner, they 
hoped that there was no Member of that Houfe who doubted 
thereof; and if it were to be brought into Difpute, it could 
be proved to the ConvicHon of all impartial Men: That the 
Haufe of Commons was certainly a Court of Record, their 
being fuch having been admitted of by the other Haufe in the 
moft folemn Manner, as appeared by the 6th of Henry VIII. 
Ch..tp. I 6. By whiCh it was enaCted, ' That no Knight; &c. 
' fhould depart from the Parliament without the Licence of 
~ the Speaker and Commons in Parliament affembled; to be 
~ entered upon Record, in the Clerk of the Parliament's 
~ Book, on pain to lofe their Wages.• That this was an in-
difputable Teilimony of their being a Court of Record, and as 
fuch they certainly had a Power to adminifter an Oath in 
any Mair which came properly before them, and upon 
which it was nece:lfary that Witneffes 1hould be examined : 
That as there was a Precedent for examining Witne.ffes in the 
moft folemn Manner at the Bar of their Haufe, without 
bringing their Power of adminiil:ring of Oaths into Difputet 
if the prefent QEeftion was agreed to, they might. follow 
that Precedent, and thereby prevent all Occaiion of Difference 
between the two Houfes.' 

~ Then the previous ~eftion being put, That the QEeftion \\11irh p:tA'es in 
be now put upon the faid Motion, it paffed in the Negative. tb.: Negatln:. 

The Majority of the Houfe, being defirous to have the 
:Bill pafs'd, were um+illing to agree to any Motion that 
might create a Difference betw(en the two Houfes, and 
thereby hazard the Lofs of the Bill. 

H h 2 .April 
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Anno s. Ceo. u. .April 20. Mr Sandys prefcnted to the Haufe a farther Re
~ port from the Committee appointed to inquire into the Cha· 
'The Report from ritable Corporation, which, with an Appendix, he read in 
tht Commfttec on his Place and the fame was order'd to be printed : To this 
the Chantable ' 
Corporation '!r- theFefore, which may be found in the P 0 L I 'I' I CAL 
der'd to be pnnt- .c: be l" • • • 
ed. S 7" .A 'I' E 10r Decem r f732, we re1er the mqud1t1ve 

The Dill for va
cating the Sale or 
Ld D~rwentwa
ter's Eilate read 
a lecond ·.rime, 
and committed, 

Sir Robert Sutton 
and Sir Archibald 
Grant cxpdl'd the 
Houfe on account 
()f tne Charit;lWe 
Corpuration, 

Reader for the tedious Particulars of this iniquitous Tram
action. 

April z 1 • The Bill for making void the Sale of the late 
Earl of Derwentwater's Efta.{ was read a fecond Time, and 
the Counfel heard for and againft it. 

April 24. The faid Bill was, without any Oppofition, 
committed to a Committee of the whole Haufe. 

May 4· Upon the farther Hearing of the Report, made by 
the Committee appointed to inquire into the Affair of the 
Charitable Corporation, which had been feveral Days under 
Confideration, Sir Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant 
were expelled the Haufe. 

Motion to re· May ~. The Houfe refumed again the Confideration of 
folve, That Sir h r. 'd R d M . d fc 1 Th s· R. Sulton, Sir t e 1:U eport, an a otJOn was rna e to re o ve~ at 1r 

A. Gram, D. Bond, Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant Dennis Bond Efiq· 
W. Burroughs, ' ' ~ 
~· RJacb~fo_n, (who had been expelled this Seilion, on account of the frail-
.... o mlo!J, I I f Lo d D ' Efta S w.squire, du ent Sa e o r erwentwater s te, ee p. 238.) 
G. Robinfon W"ll" B h Er. G J kr. B ' " R b' J. Thompfo~, 1 tam urroug s, i1q; eorge ac 10n, enJamm o m-
R. Wooley. and fon William Squire George Robinfon John Thompfon 
T. Warren ' - ' ' • 
lta~ing bee~ Richard Wooley, and Thomas Warren, haling been guilty 
gu1lty of a Breach • h f l d · d' -..r Truft, and o- of many notonous Breac es o Trui , an many m rretl: 
1

her frau~ulent and firaudu]ent PraCtices in the DireCtion and Manan'lement Pm..'t1ces m the o' 
~:"ct~~~~~kf of the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation, . and h_aving 
Corporation, ought thereby occafioned great Loffes to many of hts MaJefty' s 
~:ri:£~1,:njt~~he Subjects, ought to make a juft Satisfaction for the fame: But 
:Sulfac:rs. fome Members were for leaving out the Words, ought tfl 

Debate tlu::reon, make a jufl Sati.sfatlion for the fame ; hereupon Mr Shippen 
ftood up, and fpoke as follows : 

Mr Speaker, 
MrShippefl's ' The Houfe is extremely obliged to the honourable Gen-
:lpeech on that tlemen of the Committee, for the great Pains they have 
"c'<!Jion. 

taken, and for the great Skill they have fhewn, in detecting 
a dark and execrable Scene of Villainy : And furely we 
ought not to entertain any Propofition which comes from 
th~m, in confequence of their Inquiry and of our own 
Proceedings, with Jealoufy and Difrruil. 

' I can therefore by no Means agree with thofe Gentlemen, 
who fufpeCl: that there is fome latent and difguifed Meaning 
in the ~eftion' before us, and who are for leaving out the 
latter Part of it ; becaufe I think no Q!!eftion was ever 
framed with more Candour, or conceived in more clear and 
· · - intelligibl~ 
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intelligible Terms, than tllis is ; and the latter Part is fo 
far from being exceptionable or fuperfluous, that it is the 
neceffitry, the hatural Conclufion from the Premifes contaiil
ed in the firfl: Part: For fmce the Perfons named have been 
lately voted guilty of the Crimes, with which they fh.nd 
charged in the Report of our. Committee, what is the next 
Step we are to take, but to vote fame Punifbment? and what 
Puni£hment fo mild with regard·to the Offenders, or fo juft 
with regard to the Sufferers as Reftitution ? 

• Ler us take the whole ~eition together, and we lhall 
judge beil of the Propriety and Coherence of its feveral 
Claufes. It runs thus, viz. ' That Sir Robert Sutton, &c. 
s having been guilty of many notorious Breaches of Truit, and 
~ many indiretl: and fraudulent Practices, in the Diretlion and 
c Management of the Affairs uf the Charitable Corporation 
" for Relief of Indui~rious Poor, by affifting them with fmall 
" Sums upon Pledges at legal Intereft ; and having thereby 
" occafioned great Loffes to many of his Majefi:y's Subje&, 
~ ought to make a juft Satisfattimi for the fame.' 

' Now, as I have already faid, no Quefi:ion was ever 
conceived in more clear and intelligible Terms than this is ; 
and I am at a Lofs to comprehend, why Gentlemen fhould 
diflike any Exprdiio11s in it, efpccially, why the ingenious 
Lord, and the worthy Pcrfon his Second, iliould object to 
the Words, Jufl Satisfallion. For certainly they cannot ima
gine that thele Words will be declared unintelligible in this 
Houfe, wher'e the Nature and Meaning of J uftice is fuppofed 
to be perfeCtly well underftood, as it is or ought to be 
the Rule and Meafure of all our Determinations; and they 
muft forgive me, if I think no Dutch Commentator cn.:r 
miftook the Senfe of an Author more groisly, than they 
have miftaken the Senfe of this ~etHan. -

' But what is moil: remakable in this Debate is the Im
patience fome Gentlemen exprefii to know, whether the Ad
vocates for the ~cfi:ion intend to proceed againft the OWen
<iers by Impeachment or by Bil1 ; and they feem to de
mand that we ihould immediately come to a Refolution. 

' Whence can this Impatience arife l If it arifes fi-om 
Compaffion, why were thefe very Gentlemen, who now in
terpofe, filent ? \Vhy did they fuffl!r the ObjeB:s of their 
Compaffion to be unanimoufly cenfured, when they had made 
but an infufficient Defence for themfelves, and wanted the Aid 
of their Eloquence? If it arifes from Curiofity, I think it 
ought rather to be kept in Suipence than gratified, becaufe 
it is unfeafonable and irregular. If it arifes from the Fears 
and Apprehenfions of particular Perfons ; why lhould others, 
who are under no f\u:h Anxiety, be obliged to remove 
~ .-- · · thofc, 

Anno J. Gett. n. 
'"'P· 
~ 
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Anno j. ceo. ti. thofe Fears and Apprehen1ions, efpecially when it is iiti! 
~ poffible for them to know how well they may be grounded. 

Since then no good Reafon appears to juflify this extt~; 
ordinary Demand ; fince this ~efl:ion is only declarative of 
our prefent Difpofi.tion to do J uftice; and to give Satisfac
tion to the injured ~nd diftrefi'ed Proprietors, methinks 
there lhould be no Difficulty in paffmg it: For we 1hall be 
as much al'- Liberty, after we have paffed it, as we are before• 
to choofe that Method of Proceeding~ which fhall be thought 
moil: proper) when we are fufficiently prepared for a final 
Decifion. . . 

~ What lias be~ faid, concerning the DifFerence betwixt 
lmpeachments and Bills of Attainder, is foreign· to our pre
fent Point, and might have been fpared in an Audience; 
where that Argument hath been fo fully and frequently dif. 
cuffed. at th.e End of almoft every Admiriiftration. . , 

' We all know, that Impeachments are the ancient Parlia~ 
mentary Method of bringing Publick Criminals to Publick 
Juftice, and it is the Method we ought to pur[ue on common 
and ordinary Occafions. Not but that it is liable to many 
Difficulties, to the Tedioufnefs and Perplexity of Forms, to 
the Caprice of the Houfe of Lords, by which means Juftice 
hath very often been delayed; and fometimes entirely de
feated. 

' We all know too, that Bills of Attainder are the utmoft 
Stretch, and the terrible Part of Parliamentary Power, which 
ought never to be exerted, but in the mdft heinous and moil 
flagrant Inftances. l have always confidered them as fuch : 
My Averfion is fufficiently known by my confrant Oppofi
tion to them ; and I envy no Man the Glory of having 
carried Bills of Pains and Penalties through this Haufe, by 
being Profecutor, Judge, Juryman, and even Evidence in 
the fame Caufe. 

' But fuould it happen in our Day, that ari overgrdwn 
unweildy Minifter of State fhould tumble from the Height of 
:his Power, and fall under the Cenfure of this Houfe, for 
protetling Fraud, and patronizing Corruption: A Minifter, 
Sir, who may have made fuch Bills, as are now dreaded• 
the Inftruments of his perfonal Vengeance, and the Support 
of his cruel Adminiftration; perhaps the Voice of an injured 
and oppreffed Nation, crying aloud for Juftice, and demand
ing fpeedy and exemplary Puni!hment, may then prevail 
over Gentlemen's natur::~l Inclinations, and force them to 
comply with what they would otherwife decline and difap
prove ; nor could the Criminal himfelf, with any Ap
pearance of Modefty, or Colour of Reafon, complain ; for 
Lex· 'lali111is· would at leaft be .llrgiunentum ad B~mi11tr11, and 

· - the 
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tlie World would univerfally allow, that it would be a righte
ous Judgment, for Neci.I .Artifices .Arte peri.re fua. But we 
Jhtll have a better Opportunity of explaining ourfelves, and 
delivering our Sentiments at large, if the Cafe which I here 
only fuppofe, fhould .;ver come aCtually before us,. and under-
go a Parl~amen~ary Examination. 
· ' I fhould apologiz.e for this Digreffiop, had not the Courfe 
of the Debate led me into it, ~d made it neceffary to fay 
fomething on thefe Heads : But I fhall conc~ude with retum
~ng to the ~eftion, and humbly offering my Opinion, that 
we ought to afi"~e the Proprietors we will affift them in a 
future Seffion, tho~ we cannot in this, to repair the ex~effive 
~fi"es they have fufta~ned by the Frauds and Iniqu~ties of 
their Dire&rs~ as far as lies within the Reach of this Part 
of the Legiflature. 

' I hope too we iliall npt only concur with th.; honour
able Gentlemen of th~ ~o~mittee in their Propofition, put 
give them the Thanks. of the Haufe for the Honour and ln. 
tegrity, with which ~I1ey have acquitted themf~lyes in the 
publick Service.' 

AMo J. Ceo, II. 
17J:l.. 

~ 

· Aft~r this the Motio.n as abo~e pafs'd ~nto a Re~olut~on: Theabove MolioJ:. 
Then It was order'd, That Leave be g1ven to brmg m a agreer.i to, · 

Bill, to reftrain all the faid Perfons, (except William Squire, 
George Rol;>infon, ~d John Thompfon, who were abfcond~ 
ed) from going out of the Kingdo1,11 for one Year~. and till 
the End ·of the then next Seflion of Parliament; and for 
difcovering their Eftate and Effects ; and for preventing the 
~ranfporting or alienating the fame .. As to William Squ.ire, 
the Members~ appointed· to prepare and bring in the {aid Bill,~ 
were order'd to infert a Claufe, for obliging him to furrender 
himielf at a Time and Place to be mentioned in the Bill; 
to give Security for his not going out of the Kingdom.for one. 
Year ; for difco'."ering his Eitate ; and for preventing the. 
~ranfporting or aH.enating the fame. It was alfo order'd, 
That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, for the Relief of 
the Suffer~rs in the Cbari~able Corporati~n. , Two Bills pafi'd 

Two Bills were accordmgly brought tn, and pafs d both in purfua.nce of 

H r. b d ftr k th, N f G · J kr. · truu Refolution. OUleS, ut the L9J s ' uc e am~ 0 eorge ac IOD G Ja,kfon and 

and Benjamin Robjnfon out of the Bill. li.Robinfonftnic~ 
. . ed H r th c· out of the Bill by May 16. Mr Sandys acquamt • the OUie, at vlr Ro~ the Lords· .· 

~rt Sutton had come to him tha~ Morning, and told him, Mr Sandy~ reports 

that h~ ~d rec~ived a ~tter from a Correfp~ndent of h~s .%1~!h~nc~~- · 
at Pans, 1n wluch. was mclofed a Letter from S1gnor Bellom) Char~table Cor .. 

B k R d. .n d h C • . h h · poratlon, that fl an er at ome, ue\;.Le to t e ommtttee to W om t e signor Belloni 

Petition of the Proprietors of the Charitable Corporation had wrote to the~ , from Rome, tha.t 

was _referred, or in cafe the faid Com~i~tee did not fubfift, ~:S" Z~i~ar&1r 
to Str Robert Sutton and others, acquamtmg them, that the foner ae~,. · 
~4. Bel~oni had procured Tolm Thompfon, late Warehoufe. 

· · · · -< · Kee~e~ 
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Anno s. Ceo. U. 
l;p.. 

~ 

Si~~;nor Belloni's 
Letter ordcr'd to 
:be IJarll!.!.ted. 

Signor lldloni's 
Letter. 

( "24S ) 
Keeper to the faid Corporation, to be (ecured a Prifoner hi 
the Caftle of St Angelo at Rome : HereUJX>D the f~d 
Committee was ordered to be revived. 

May z z. Mr Sandys made a farther Report from the above 
Committee, and thereupon it was order'd, That the feveral 
Letters and Papers meruioned in the faid Report fhould be 
laid before the Haufe. Then it was referred to a Committee 
to tranflate Signor Belloni's Letter. 

May 23. The Lord Hervey prefented the Tranflation of 
that Letter, as follows: 

Rome, May 4, 1732. 
Ge:ntlemen, 

I 'l is rz.uith great Pleafore that I lay hold of this OccafioK, 
cwhith now ojfet·s, to jhe~w my Efteem mzd my AjfeelioTr 

for the Englijh Nation, b;• contributi11g to the Advantage of 
many pri·vate Perja;;s ilz that Kingdom, and confequently ta the 
Satiifal!ion of the Parliame1Jt, and the Nation itfelf. 

.As the Frauds, that harve been committed in the Manage
ment of the Charitable Corporation, harve made a great 
Noift e·very rz.vhere, People here harve heen fenjihly touched 
r:zvith the Misfortunes theft Frauds have occa.ftoned, and harve 
felt the lnterejl the Nation had to redr~{s them, which c()l(/d 
mt he dJcfled, hut hy feizbrg the Perfon and the Papers, the 
Books atrd the Effifls of Mr 'lhompfo11, r:zuhich the Parlia
ment had 1rot yet hew ahle to compafi. 

<To this End l•arving receirved Advice. that the faid T'homp
jillt might come to Rome under fome horrow'd Na111e, the ltt

uffary Meaju1·es were taken to put him under an .Arrefl upon 
his Arrival there, which hm.'t heen put in Exuution ; at 
the fame T"ime hil Papers, Letters he bas receirvedfrom Eng
land .ftnce his Departure from thence, Copies of Letters he 
has ru·ritten to ·his Conjidents, and· Notes of his moji ftcret 
.Affairs harve been fiized: He bimfelf is at prefent in the 
Cajlle of S t Angelo, and has hy this ~leans been put under 
a Sort of NeceJli~v to difiover the whole Myftery of this 
.Affair ; which he has amply do1ze, hy difc{}q)ering 110t 

tm{y the Books and Effea.s of the Corporation, hut a./.fo his 
own. 

q"/;iJ being tfone, f har:zJe been ordered to CommMnica/4 this 
important Difcovery to rz.vhom and where it may be proper, 
for the Good and Ad-vantage of the Nati011 ; cwherifore Z 
difpatched without Delay a Courier to one of my Corn(pon
dents at Paris, v.;ith all the Papers relating to tbis 4ffair :
that he may find the A1eans to have them put into your 
Hands. 

But as Equi~y requires, that the Proprietors if the Chari
ta~lt Corporatio11, 'W/;o will reap .fo g1·eat an Ad-vantagl

fr'm 
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/rlim this Difcoverj, foou!d yield to certain Cdnditiohs befort: Anno S·. Geo. u. 
the Paper.r and Writings be ddivered to you; I harue ordered~ 
my Corrtj}ondent to' injijl on theft ConditionS' being pl"L'- · 
viozljly agreed to, and in the mean 'Time to look oti theft 
Papers, as a fimple Dcpojit in hi} Hands not to be parted 
with ti1/ this be done; and I doubt 1zot, but this Precaution~ 
4s rwell as the Con.ditions, cp.;ill appear jufl and reajonah!e 
to all thoje who are interejled in this Affair. 

Haruing thus difcharged my Commiflion, there remains no
thing, but to beg you will he petfuadcd of my 'i?.eJpetl for 
the Nation, and of the Dejire I foal/ af.wap hawe to con
tribute to it's Advantage. 

I luve the Honour to be, & c. 

John-Angeio Belloni. 

Then feveral other Papers being read, the Commons came 'I'he Commons 
.t R fc 1 • · h ' · h h L d 'd ~ I refolvc that Sig. 1;0 two eo utwns, Wit w1uc t e or s concurr , as JO - Belloni·~ Letter 

lows. I. Refolv•d Nem. Crm. by the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- ~~n~7{~1e~~~t~ 
tal, and Commons in Parliament a:lfembled, That the Paper Refolution the 

Lwdti coru:ur. 
dated at Rome, the 4th of May, 1732, N. S. figned John 
Angelo Belloni, is an infolen.t and audacious Libel, attemp~· 
ing, by falfe and infidious Infinuations, to impofe upon the 
Parliament and Britifh Nation ; and by fpecious Pretences, 
and Profeffions of Etleem, Affdtion, and Compaffion, to a
mufe the unhappy SufFerers of the Charitable Corporation, 
with vnin and deceitful Hopes of Relief : T.hat the faid Pa
per is, in itfelf, abfurd and contradid:ory, conceived, at the 
beginning, in Terms and in the Style of Power and Authori· 
ty, or as proceeding from forne extraordinary Intereft and 
ln:fluence, but concluding in 'the Perfon and Character of a 
private Banker of Rome ; offering, upon certain Conditions~ 
on the behalf of John Thompfon, to deliver certain Books 
and Papers of tl1e iaid Thorn pfon, the Contents, Value, and 
Confequence whereof are unknown. without any Offer to 
{urrender the Perfon of the faid Thompfon, although repre~ 
fented to have been arrelled and detained in fafe Cufiody, 
from a Senfe of the Frauds committed by him, and a. due 
Regard to J uftice ; the Conditions. demanded and inftll:ed 
upon by, and in behalf of, the faid Thompfon, a}'pearing at 
the fame time to be loofe, evafive, and uncertain, tending 
to procure Advantages and Indemnity to himfdf anll his 
Accomplices, withoat any Intention or Profpetl of Benefit to 
the Corporation : And that this whole TranfaCtion appear:; 
to be a fcandalous Artifice, calcul;~ted purely to delude the 
Unhappy, and to difguile and COilCeal the wicked PraCtices 
()f tlle profefied Enemies to his Majeily's PerfolJ, Crown. 

V o L. II. I 1 ani 
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Anno~- Ceo.u. and Dignity. II. Refolved, That in Abhorrence and De
~ tel.l:ation of this vile Attempt, the faid infamous Libel be 

. ,, d , 
1 

burnt by the Hands of the common Hangman, before the 
lt JS auo or cr ' · F 'd 
to be burnt try the Royal-Exchange m London, upon n ay next, at One of 
:~~on Hang,· the Clock : And that the Sheriffs of London do then at-

tend, and caufe the fame to be burnt there accordingly. 
An Addrcfs for a May 2 5. The Houfe refolv'd, That an Addrefs be pre· 
farther Rcprefcn- rented to his Maj'efty to give DireCtions to the Cornmiffioners 
t.>tJO'• of the State II 
<>,fthe_ Amerkan for Trade and Plantations, to prepare a farther Reprefenta-
Colomcs ; • [ 8 J b 1 'd b fi h H . fc • h t10n, Seep. 4-· to e a1 e ore t e ou e, m t e next 

Seffion of Parliament, of the State of his Majefty's Colonies 
and Plantations in America ; with refpetl: to any Laws made, 
ManufaCtures fet up, or Trade carried on there, which 
may affeCt the Trade, Navigation, and ManufaCtures of this 
Kingdom. It was alfo refolved, That an Addrefs be pre· 

Atro for an Ac- r. d h' M-'' fty ' Q d I h Offi count cf what In· 1ente tO IS aJC tO g1ve f ers, t lat t e proper cers 
n~uttions had been fhould provide Conies to be laid before the Houfe in the 
gJ•~n rulhe fcve- r ' ' 
r;>,l c.,vemors of next Seffion of Parliament, of the feveral Inftruflions, which 
lht~!i;Culllniet,&c, h d b . b h J M • fty h" I M • l d a een g1ven y er ate aJe , 1s ate aJe1 y, an 

his prefent Majefty, to the refpeflive Governors of pis Co
lonies in America, relating to the taking, or not taking any 
Sums of Money, by way of Prefent or Salary from the In
habitants thereof, and when and how the fame have at 
any Time been varied ; and alfo what Diretlions had been 
given by any of their faid Majefties, for the Repair of the 
Forts and Fortifications ofBarbadoes and the Leewardlflands. 

The Royal Affent ~une 1 • The King came to the Haufe of Peers and 
given to the Bllli J' B'll . ' 
J"clatinl!: to the gave the Royal Affent to the 1 s relatmg to the Earl of· 
Earl of Uetwent· D ' Efta d h Ch · bl C · water's Eu,1te, erwentwater s te, an to t e anta e orporatwn~ 
the Char.hable as alfo to feveral other publick and private Bilis after which 
Corporauon, &c. , ' ~ 

his Majefiy made the followmg Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
!he Khi~g>s tt' " y 0 U having now difpatched all the Publick Bufinefs. 
upeec at pu 1ng • • 
"'-'? t:r•d to •he " that it was prachcable for you to go through with at 
Fifth Scffion, " prefen t, and the Seafon of the Year being fo far advanced, 

" I believe it will not be difagreeabkto you, that I give 'ou 
" an Opportunity of retiring into the Country, by puttir.g 
'' an End to this Seffion of Parliament. 

" It is unncceffary for me to reprefent to you the happy 
" State and Situation ofPublick Affairs, both at Home and 
" Abroad. You muft all be fenfible of what is univerfally 
c' feen and felt in the full Enjoyment of a general Peace. 
'' The Concurrence of the States General, in the late Treaty 
" of Vienna, has perfected the Eftablifhme:~~t of the publick 
" Tranquility, as far as human .Prudence can forefee or 
'• provide ; and a faithful Obfervance and Execution of ths 
•( Tn:;~.ties and Alliances, now fubflfting among the feveral 

Princ;e' 
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'' Princes and Powers of Europe, free from groundlefs Jea- Anno;. Ceo. u. 
'' loulies, and void of all ambitious Views, wtH be the moft ~ 
•' effeftual Meaus to continue and preferve thefe Bl.;:ffings 
" to us. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I return you my Thanks for the Provifions you have 

~' made tor the Defence and Security of the Kingdom, and 
" for carrying on the Service of the current Year. It is a 
" great Satisfatl:ion to me to fee you have turned your 
" Thoughts towards railing the necdf.1ry Supplies, by fuch 
" Methods, as may be the leaft burthenfome to my People : 
'' And as this cannot but be received in the Country as a 
" molt grateful and acceptable Service, I hope it will en
" courage you to purftte fuch Meafures for the futnre, as 
" may on all Occafions render the Supplies, that fhall be ne
" ceft•ry, as equal and eafy as is poiible. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'' It being nece1fary for me to vifit my German Domini

" ons this Year, I have determined to leave the Qgeen Re
" ger.t here during my Abfence ; and I doubt not but it 
" will be your Endeavours to rpake the Government as eafy 
" to her, as, I am confident, it will be her Care, by a j uft 
" and prudent Admi•1ithation, to deferve your Duty and 
" Regard. I recommend to you all in your feveral Stati
" ons, to iludy and confult the Prefervation of the Peace 

1 " and ~iet of the Kingdom." 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majelly's C01~1mand, The Parliament 
prorogued. 

prorogued the Parliament to the z7th of July: They were 
afterwards farther proroug 'd to the 16th of January. 

SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the S 1 x T H S E s s I oN of the 

Ftrjl Parliament of King GEoRGE II. 

O N' the 16th of January the King came to the 
Houfe of Peers, and the Commons attending, his 
MajeJly open'd the Seffions with the following 

Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, " IT is a great Satisfatlion to me, that the prefent Situation 
u of Affairs, both at Home and Abroad, m:1kes it unne
" ceffary for me to lay before you any other Reafons for 

- · I i z my 
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u my·calling you together at this Time; but the ordinary 
" Difpatch of the Publick Bufinefs, and that I may have an 
" Opportunity ofrecei,·ing your Advice upon fuch Affair3 as 
~' may occur to you, and !hall require the Care and Con
" fuicration of Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
u I will order the proper Officers to lay before you the 

~' Eftimates for the Service of the current Year ; and I 
H make no Doubt but that you wil1, with the fame Chear
" fulnefs as I have always 'experienced in you, effeftually 
u raiie fuch Supplies, ·as you fhall juqge neceffary for the 
u Honour, Safety, and Defence of the Kingdom ; and I 
" cannot but recommend it to you, as a Confideration wor
" thy the Commons of Great Britain, that in all your De
~' liberations, as well upon raifing the annual Supplies, as the 
u Diftribution of the Publick ~evenues, you purfue fuc.h. 
" Meafures as will moft conduce to the prcfent and future 
" Eafe of thofe you reprefent. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
~' You muft be fenfible, that it is very deiirabie •o gille 

" all poffible Difpatc;4 to the Publick Bufinefs, and that no
"' thing can give more W ~ig~t and Cr~dit to all your Re
~' folutions, ~han to avoid unreafonable Heats and Animofi
" ties, and not to ft.iffer yourfelves to be diverted, by any 
~· fpecious Pretences, from ftedfaftly purfuing the true Inte
H rei! of your Country : Let that be your firil and princi
u pal Care ; and the People will be fenfibJe of the Benefits 
" they !hall receive from your \Yifdom and Refolution, in 
" preferring their Eafe and the Publick Good to all other 
" Confiderations. 

The Commons being returned to their Haufe, Mr Speaker 
reported hi~ Majefiy's Speech to both Houfes, and the fame 

Mr 1;!' J~:;omley'~ being rea~, Mr Henry Bromley, Knight of the Shi~e for 
J'.1otwnl•nan .'\•. C b 'd fl d d 1 N · , Th h r a:c:.; of Tb«lli.:>. am n ge, .oo up an too,{ otlce, at t e pre1ent 

profound Tranquility was entirely owing tQ his Majefty's 
great Wifdom and Cpndua, by which he had furmounted 
all thofe Difficulities, which were thrown in his Way by the 
Enemies of the Nation, and had thereby at laft eftablifh'd 
cur Affairs ooth at Home and Abroad upon Jl moll: firm, and 
.he hoped, a lailing Bafis : That we ow'd a great many Ac
knowledgetnents of T~anks to his Majefiy, for his prudent 
and careful M:magement of our Aftairs both at Home and 
Abroad, and therefore he would begLea,-e to move, That an 
lmmble Addrefs he prefented to his Majefiy, to return the 
'Thanks of the Haute for his moll: gracious Speech from the 
Throne ; to exprefs the Sai.i~faClion of the Houfe at the 
prefent Situation of Affairs both at Home and Abroad; and to 

' - aili.tre 
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a.{fure his Majefty, that the Haufe ,.would, with all poffible 
Duty to his Majefty, and juft Regard and Concern for thofe 
:they reprdented, chearfully and 

1
effetl:ually raife fuch Sup

plies as fhould br neceifary for the Honour1 Safety, and De· 
t"tmce of his Majeily and his 4ingdoms; and that, in all 
their Deliberations upon railing the annual Supplies, and the 
Diihibut.lon of the Publick Revenues, they would purfue 
fuch Meafures as would moil conduce to the prefertt and fu
~ure Eafe of their Fellow-Subjetl:s ; and that, in order to give 
the neceif.1ry Difpatch to the Pul:1iick Bufmefs; and that their 
Proceedings might carry with them that Weight and Credit 
in the Nation, which ought always to attend the Refoluti
ons of the Commons of Great Britain, they would endea
vour to avoid all unreafonable Heats and Animalities, and 
not fuffer themfelves to be diverted, by any fpecious Pretences 
whatfoever, from ftedfail:ly purfuing the true Intereft of their 
Country) which iliould upon all Occafions be their firil: and 
principal Care.' This Motion was feconded by Mr Knight, 
Member for Sudbury, who Iikewife fpoke in Praife of his 
Majefry"s Condutl:, and crc.lded, ~That he hoped the Haufe 
would be unanimous in agreeing to the Addrefs of Thanks, 
moved for hy the honourable Member who had fpoke before 
him.· Hereupon Sir John Barnard, Member for London, 
rofe up and mov'd for an Amendment to the fai4 Motion 
~s follows: 

Mr Speaker, 
' I fuall•~always be ready to make all proper Acknow· 

ledgeme~ of Thanks to his MajeHy; but there are fome 
W f\~ 1n 'he MotilJn made by the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke firft, which I cannot but take Notice of. I do 
not really know what the honourable Gentleman means by 
faying, ' .. We will endeavour to avoid all unreafonable Heats 
v and Animofities, and not futfer ourfelves to be diverted 
~ by any fpecious Pretences whatfoever.' I hope there never 
were, nor never will be any unreafonable Heats or Anima
lities in this Houfe, nor any fpecious Pretences made ufe of 
by any Gentleman who has the Honour to be a Member 
~hereof; at leaft, I hope, that if any Man fhall ever be vain 
~nough to endeavour to impofe upon this Haufe, by making 
ufe of fpecious Pretences for concealing Defigns which he 
dare not openly avow, that there will always be in this Haufe 
Men of Undcr!landing and Integrity fufficient to expofe any 
fuch Attempt, and to render it vain and ridiculous. But if 
any Gentleman of the Haufe happens not to like what is 
faid, or what is moved for by another, cannot he oppofe it,. 
and give his Reafons for fo doing, without being guilty of any 
unreafonable Heat or Animofity, or of making ufe of fpe., 
cious Pr~en~esl I mutt: fay, Sir, ~hat the defiring fu~q 

Words 
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~ to me looks as if the Gentleman was confcious that there is 

fomething to be brought before us, in this Seffion of Parlia
ment, which he forefees will meet with a warm Oppo1ition ; 
and, I hope, if any Thing of an extraordinary Nature is to 
be brought before us, no Gentleman will be precluded by 
thefe Words, or by any Words that can be put into our Ad
drefs, from giving his Sentiments freely upon auy Quefiion 
that may occur. If any Thing iliould happen to be propo
fed in this Haufe, which evidently appears to be inconfiilent 
with the Liberties or the Trade of this Nation, I hope the 
Indignation of every Man that thinks fo, will rife again1l 
fuch a Propofition, and that he will oppofe it with that 
boneft Warmth, as becomes every Man who has the Happi
nefs of his Country really at Heart: Such a Warmth is no 
unreafonable Heat; it does not proceed from Animofity, 
but from that honeft Zeal, which .every .Man in this Haufe 
ought to have for the Conftitution of his Country, and for 
the Liberties and Properties of the People he reprefents. 

' But before I fay any Thing more upon this Subject, I 
muft take Notice of a preceding Part of the Motion m::1de 
by the honourable Gentleman: He propofes far. us to fay, 
' That we will raife the Supplies in fuch Manner ns will moil 
' conduce to the prefent and future Eafe of the Subject. • 
Now, there feems to be a great Jealoufy without Doors, 
2s if fomcthing were intended to be done in this Seffion of 
Parliament, t~at may be de.ib-uaive to our Liberties, and de· 
trim ental to our Trade : From whence this J ealoufy hath 
arifen, I do not know ; but it is certain that there is fuch a 
Jealoufy among all Sorts of People, and in all Corners of the 
Nation ; and therefore we ought to take the firft Opportu
nity to quiet the Minds of the People, and to affure them 
that they may depend upon the Honour and Integrity of 
the Members of this Haufe ; and that we never will confent 
to any Thing that may have the leaft Appearance of being 
deflruttive to their Liberties, or detrimental to their Trade ; 
for which Reafon I muft move for an Amendment, and that 
thefe Words, And foch ar foal/ he confi.ftent rwith the 'trade, 
l11ttrljf, and Liberty of the Nation, may be added to what 

-the honourable Gentleman has already propofed.• 
Mr Sandy~. Sir John Barnard was back'd by Mr Sandys, Member 

1'or Worcefter, who declared, 'That he faw no Manner of 
Occafion for inferting, ' That they fhould endeavour to a
' void aU· unreafonable Heats and Animofities, nor fuffer 
" themfelves to be diverted by any {pecious Pretences;' for 
that 'twas never to be prefum'd with regard to the Houfe 
of Commons, that they fhou]d fall into any unreafonable 
Heats and Animofities, or fuffer themfelves to be diverted by 

fpecious 
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fpecious Pretences from ftedfaftly purfuing the true Interell: of A~o 6. cw. u. 
their Country: That fuch a RefleCtion was derogatory to the ~ 
Honour of the Haufe in general, and of that Haufe in par-
ticubr, who deferved it, in his Opinion, as little as any 
Houfe ever did ; oay, 'twas fomewhat ftrange that this 
Haufe, after having fat fo quietly for fo many Seffions, and 
granted fo many confiderable Supplies, fhould at length fo 
officioufly be put in mind of their Duty, and defired to a-
void unreafonable Heats and Animofities : And as for the • 
other Part of the Motion, taken Notice of by Sir John Bar-
nard, •twas his Opinion the Amendment propofed was not 
only very proper, but alfo became abfolutely neceffary at 
that J untlnre.' 

Then Mr Shippen moved for a farther Amendment as Mr Shi.ijpen. 

follows: 
Mr Speaker, 

' I have always been againft long Addl'f.IKes ; I am ready 
enough to agree to an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty for 
his moil: gracious Speech from the Throne ; but fuch Ad
drefs ought to be in the moft concife Terms, and the moft 
general Worqs : This was the ancient Ufage of Parliament. 
and I find but few of our old Cuftoms that are alter'd for the 
better : However, if we muft go on with the Cuftom of 
making long-winded Addrelfes, I think we ought to take 
fome Notice of the Spirit that is at prefent among the Peo
ple. It is ve\y certain, that there are great Fears, Jealoufies, 
and Sufpicions without Doors, that fomething is to be at
tempted in this Seffion of Parliament, which is generally 
.thought to be defrruaive to the Liberties and to the Trade 
of this Nation. There is at prefent a mofr remarkable and 
general Spirit among the People, for protc8.ing and defending 
their Liberties and their Trade, in Oppofition to thofe At
tempts which they expeCt are to be made againft both : 
From all Q!arters we hear of ¥eetings and Refolutions for 
that Purpofe ; and this Spirit is fo general, that it cannot be 
afcribed to any one Set of Men : They cannot be branded 
with the Name of Jacobites or of Republicans, nor can it 
be faid that ,this Oppofition is made only by Jacobites and 
.Republicans; no, the whole People of England feem to be 
united in this Spirit of Jealoufy and Oppofition. Wjether 
there be any Reafon or Ground for exerting fuch a Spirit 
at prefent, I do not know ; but I am fure it ought not to be 
entirely neglected. It is well known that I am no Friend to 
popular Remonftrances; a Man that is a Favourer ofMonar
chy cannot well approve of fuch Meafures ; but fuch Re
monftrances are not to be contemned : A thorough Contempt 
of them may produce the moft terrible Effects. 

~I look on it asamaA {:er~n Maxim, that the People never 
·· would 
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Anl'To 6. Geo.u. would fo generally complain, unlels they found thelnfel~eS: 
~ fome way hurt; and then they have a Right to complain, 

and it is our Duty to take Notice of their Lomplaints; but 
at the fame Time we ought to have a Regard to the Ho
nour and Dignity of Parliament; forwhic~ Reafon I lhall beg 
Leave to add to the Amendment propofed, and move that 
thefe Words, And foch as Jhall be conjiftent rwith the Hono11r 
and Jajiice of Padiammt, may be added to what has been' 

• before propofed.' 
Sir R. Walpole. The Addition of thefe \Vorcb being approved of by Sit 

1 
John Barnard and Mr Sandys; ~ir R<Jbert Walpole frood up 
next, and fpoke as follows. 

Mr Speaker, 
~ I now rife up, Sir, to do what is nbt ufual for me to' 

do ; it is to fecond a Motion made by my worthy Friend 
who fpoke latl. I was really of Opinion, that his Majefiy's 
Speech was in fuch Terms, that no Exception could have 
been taken to any one Word ot it ; anti the Motion for an 
Addrefs of Thanks was fo fhort and fo agreeable to his Ma
jefty's Speech, that I could not imagine any fuch Objection 
could have been made, as has been made to fome of the 
Words thereof. His Majeii:y in his Speech recommends the 
avoiding of unreafonable Heats and Animofities~ and in An
fwer to that Part of his Majeil:y's Speech, the honourable 
Gentleman, who moved for the Addrefs, propofed that we 
fhould fay, that we would avoid all unreafonable Heats and 
Animofities : In my Opinion," there cannot be a more pro
per Retum to that Part of the Speech: And as his Majefi:y 
only defires that we would avoid all unreafonable Heats 
and Animofities, he furely did not thereby intend to preclude 
any Man from offering his Sentiments freely on whatever 
may be propofed. If any Thing be propofed that is incon
fillent with the Publick Good, no Oppofition thereto can be 
called an unreafonable Heat or Animofity ; nor -is fuch an 
Oppofttion any Way comprehended in the Words made ufe 
of by his Majefty, i11 his mGft gracious Speech from the 
Throne. 

• As for the Amendment propofed in tbe other Part of 
the Motion, it really feems tO' me to be liable to the fame 
ObjeCl:iqn, that has been made to the Words I have juft now 
taken N otiee of. It is not to be pre fumed that we will do 
any Thing that is inconfifient with the Honour and Juftice 
o£ Parliament ; if any fuch Thing fuould be propofed, it 
would, without Doubt, be rejetl:ed with Scorn. And as for 
the Trade of the Nation~ I do not know what theo:Gentle
rnen mean thereby ;.. but as to what I mean by the Trade of 
the Nation, and in fo far as I urtderftand ~t, I hope nothing~ 
will ever be brought into this Houfe tliat is or can be de .. 

trim ental 
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ttirnental theretO; if there fhould, it Would tnOft certainly Anno 6. Geo. JL 
be rejeaed. I am fure, Sir, that I know of no futh Defign, ~ 
I know of nothing that is to be brought in, tHat can any 
Way injure the Trade of the Nation; but if any Thing can 
be propofed for the Improvem~nt thereof, I 1hall very readily 
agree to it, and fo, I hope, will every Gentleman in thii r 
Haufe. 

' I agree with the honourahle Gentleman who fpoke Ia:fl, 
that the Complaints of the People are not~ to be negleCted, 
when they are fincere and true; I hope they will always ~e 
regarded by every Gentleman in this Houfe : If the People 
are hamper'd in their Trade, or in any other \Vay hurt, they 
muft feel it, and they will feel it before they begin to com
plain ; in fuch Cafe· it is the Duty of this Houie, not only 
to hear their Complaints, but to find out a Remedy, if pof
fible: But the People may be taught to complain, they may 
be made to feel imaginary Ins, and by fuch Pratl:ites they 
are often induced to make Comflaints before they feel any 
Unea:finefs. However, let the People's C9mplaints be real or 
imaginary, let them be well or ill founded, it does not fig
nify to the prefent ~eftion : If the Gentlemen think it 
neceffary to add the Words they have propofed, the Adding 
or not Adding of them is to me a Matter of abfolute Indiffe
rence, they may do whatever they think proper.' 

Sir Robert Wa!pole having done fpeaking, Mr Walter Mr w. Plumer. 
Fh.mer hereupon replied, 'That he did not know whether 
or no the People might be taught to complain when they 
felt no Hurt; ·but' was well aifur'd, that if by any Means they 
were taught not to complain, they would at ]aft come to 
feel the Hurt fevereJy, when perhaps their Complaints would 
avail nothing, but rather expofe them to the Contempt of 
thofe who had done them the greateft Injuries.' 

Then Sir John Barnard fiood up again1 and fpoke as Sir J. 11amard. 

follows: 
Mr Speaker, 

' If the honourable· Gentleman on the Floor [Sir Ro'bert 
Walpole] thinks that our Trade cannot be hurt by what the 
People feem to be afraid of, I am fure he muft think that he 
underftands Trade better than all the Traders in England ; 
and if that is nis Notion, I do not really underfhmd what 
Trade he means, but he rnu!l: mean, by the Trade of the 
Nation, fomething different from what_ is thereby meant by 
all thofe that are concern~d therein, I thought I had given, 
a fufficient Reafon for adding the Words I propofed ; bur: 
:fince it has been infinuated, that they are liable to the fame 
Objetlion as the W:ords firft: taken Notice'ofby me, I muft 
explain myfelf a little farther. It is certainly to be prcfum'd
that this Houfe will never agree to anv Thing that is de-

V or.. II. K k . ftrllai\·e 
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fl:ruClive to the Liberties, or detrimental to the Trade of the 
Nation: I am furc, if ever we do, we tl1all do what is incon
filkr.t \.\ ith the Honour and J oitice of Pc&.rliament. This is 
ceruinly not to be prcfum'd ; yet we find there is a Spidt of 
Jealoul)' galle forth ; there are very general Apprehen:fions 
tl1at fome fucil T'hing is intended; and for this Reafon, I 
moved for the Amendment ; b.lt there are no Jealoufies, no 
F:::~r:; of our f.'llling into unre;:.fonable Heats and Animofities; 
his :·.l;~eHy, I hof't', never had any fuc:h Jealoufy, and I am 
f11re the Body of the People apprehend no fuch Misfortune; 
and therdclre there is no Reafon for having any fuch W orda 
in our Addrefs.' 

The ~eilion was then put, and the Amendment propofed 
was agreed to without. any Divifion: Then Sir Thomas. 
Afton, Member for· Leverpool, ilood up, and made a farther 
Objcaion to Mr Bromley's Motion as follows ; 

Mr Speaker, 
' I cannot in any Addrefs, t~ be prefented to his Majefty, 

approve of f.'lying wh.:t I do not believe to be true·. It is 
propofed~ that we .fho~~ld congratulate his Majefly upon the 
Situa:ion of our :\ff:.tirs outh Abroad and at Home. This. I 
cannot by :my Mc.~ns agree to, becaufe I do not really think 
that our Afbirs are in the betl Situation either Abroad or at 
Home. Arc not our Neighbours the French fiill going on 
in fortifying and rdloring the Harbour of Dunkirk, under 
Qur very Nofc, and contrary to the Faith of the mofi iolemn 
Treaties? We cannot now f.-:~y that the French are our gGod 
.Aliie~; and by their Behaviour in this Partitular, we may fee 
that we cannot much depend upon the Faith of any of the 
Treati.:s now fubfiiling between us and them : Even this very4 
.Afr"..iir ·,vc may, perhaps, in a little Time hear made Ufe of, 
~s a:1 Argument for our keeping up a numerous Standing 
Army in Time of Peace; and can we exprefs a Satisfaction 
at the rrcfcnt Situation of our Affairs, as long as there is 
any Argument left for keeping up a' numerous Standing 
Army in Time of Peace, which has always been thought· fo 
inconfiilent with the Conilitution and Liberties of out' 
Co:.1ntry ? . 

H:JVe our Merchc..nts as yet met with any Redrefs for 
thofc Deprcdatio:L committed upon them by the Spaniards? 
Is not th~t AiLir Hill ciday'd and put oft~ notwithftanding 
the mofi c.,p1icitc Engagements enter'd into by the famous 
Trc3ty of Seville ? That Treaty which \Ve have heard fG 

.tnuch :~rriauded, and by \\' hich we enter'd jnto Engagements 
of the grcate!l Confequence ; on our Part it has been moil 
punCl:ually pcdonn 'd, and yet our plunder 'd Countrymen, 
our Mcrcbnts, are Hill wai.ting !or that Reparation, which 
ip }1,ili~c is due to them, which by the moft folcmn Engage~ 

lDCntS 
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ments has been ftipulated for them, and which was, I may Anrh•_6 .• Geo, u. 
fay, the only Stipulation in our Favour contain'd in that ~ 
Treaty. Sh:1Il we then fay, that we are fat1sfy'd with the 
pr~fent Situa.ion. of our AftJ.irs, while the Cries a1;d Com-
plaints of our injur'd and unredrdfed Countrymen are d;:;.ily 
~eeting us in every. Corner .of the Streets ? 

' Again, as to our Home Affairs, is not our Trade_ daily 
decaying l Even· our Staple Manufacture is aimo::: (J ,,ite 
un~one. There is fcarcely any Sort of Trade in a thnving 
Condition, but that in Change~Alley ; and there, Sir, then: 
arc fuch abominable I<rauJ:;, and fuch wicked Impofirion'i 
daily pratlifed, .that many honeft. well-meaning rvkn k,ye 
thereby been totally ruin 'd and undone. Does not almotl 
~very Seffion of Parliament open to us fome new Scene of 
Villainy and Roguery r Th.:~~ Calamities are almo!t t)ni
verfal~ they do not fall upon fingle Perfons, or upon a kw, 
but upon Multitudes at a Time ; and thefc. for wl1.1t I 
know, may be owing, in fame Mealurc, to fome of thcfc Per
fans who have in tlleir Hands the Management of Pub)ick 
Affairs: It may b~ owing to their NegleCt that Rogues ar~:
thus enabled to dref> up and manage fuch pL1blick Scenes uf 
Knavery. While. fuch fraul!.ulent PraCtices are fcffcr'd, and. 
our Trade thereby fo much injured~ can we appro<ich the 
Throne, and fay in fuch a folemn Manner, that w• are fatif~ 
fy'd with the Situation of our Affairs at Home ? For my Part, 
I. am no \Vay fatisfy'd with the prcfent Situation of our 
Affairs either Abroad or at Home, and therefore I muH: move 
that thefe Words fhould be le(t out,' or fome \Vay aher'J.' 

Upon this Mr. Speaker ftood up, and told Sir Thomas •1 ~ ak 
A 

, ,. r ~pe cr. 
fion, ' That by the Orders of the Haufe, and the conflant 

Forms of their Proceedfr1gs, the making of an ·Amendment 
to any Part of a Motion, \Vas an Approbation of every pre
c_eeding Part of that Motion ; a~:d ds that Part of the Mo
tion, which he propofed to nrnenJ, preceded that which the 
Houfe had agreed to amend, therefo~·e they could not now· 
receive his Motion.1 This la1t J\11otion was therefor~ Jropp'.J : 
Then the ~eft.ion was put upon . ~.~ Motion made by Mr -~ 
Bromley, as amended by Sir John ~Bfo!'n~rd and Mr Shippen, 
which was tarry'd without any DiviJ,io!lr; and an AdJrefs was 
dj·awnup and approv'd of by the Houfe. 

Jan. 18. Thc.)~rne was prefented to his Majdl:y as follows: 
- < 4 ' 

Moft gr?ciolts Sovereign, 
~ WE your Majdly's moll dutiful and loyal Subjl"B:s, the T!:e·Addrcft, 

• ~mmons ofGreat Brir.tin in Parliament a:iembled, · · · 
' humbly' beg Leave to return your Majeily our muil: fin:-
i cere and hearty Th;rnks, fen- your n1oil gr~ious Speech 
• from the T~rone. 
- · A"- K k ~ ' The 
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' The Situation of Affairs, both ~t Home and Abroad>, 
' gives your faithful Commons the highefi: SatisfaCtion, and 
' fills dteir Hearts with the deepefi: Senfe of Gratitude to 
' your Majefty, being fully fenfible, that the prefent Happi
' nefs we enjoy is the entire Eff~Ct of your Majefty's Wif
' dom and Refolution. 

' Such Supplies, as fhall be necetfary for the HonoUT, 
~ Safety and Defence of your Majeil:y and your Kingdoms, 
' fhatl chearfulJy and effectually be raifed by your faithful 

Commons, with all poffible Duty to your Majefty, and a 
' juft Regard and Concern. for thofe we reprefent. 

' We alfo beg Leave to affure your Majefty, that in all 
' our Deliberations, as well in railing the Supplies, as in the 
-- Diftribution of the publick Revenues, ,-..·c will purfue fuch 

c Meafures, as will moft conduce to the prefent and future 
' Eafe of our FeUow Subjetl:s, and fuch as, agreeably to your 
' Majefty's known Goodnefs and gracious Intentions toward$ 
c your People, and the con!lant Endeavours of your faithful 
~ Commons, fuall be confiftent with the Honour and J uftice 
" of Parliament, and with the Trade, Interefr, and Liberty 
' of the Nation.' 

' That our Proceedings may carry with them the Weight 
c and Credit, which always ought to attend the Refolutions 

of the Commons of Great Britain; and that the necdfary 
' Difpatch may be given to t!1e Publick Bufinefs, we will ufe 

our atmoft Endeavours to avoid all unreafonable Heats and 
~ Animofities, and not fuffer ourfelves to be diverted, by any 
' fpccious Pretences whatfoever, from ftedfaftly purfuing th~ 
' true Intereft of our Country, which, in Purfuance of your 

M:1jetly's moil gracious Recommendation, from your great 
;, Example, and our own indifpen.fible Duty, {hall upon all 
' Occafions oe our firft and principal Care. 

To this Addrefs his Majefiy return'd the following An
fwcr. 

Gentlemen, 
" !Return you my Tbnk"s for thefe dutiful AfTurances of 
" your Zeal and·· ~fteflion for me ; and I make no 
" Doubt but that yonr]~Molutions to purfue fuch Meafures, 
" as will moft conduce to the Eafe and true lntereft of all 
" n1y Subjetls, will as efFeCtually recommend you to the good 
" Opinion· and Efteem of my People, as they are acceptable 
" to me. 

Jan. 3 t. The Houfe having no immediate B'tiflnefs be
fo.ee them, Mr Sandys fiood up and fpoke as follows: 

Mr 
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Mr Spe,aker, • Ac.;-:~ 6. Geo. Tt, 

c As the Houf~ feems at prefent to be at Leifure, I fh.1ll ~ 
take th~ Opportunity to put them in Mind of a Bill, tha~ for · 
two or three SeOions fucceffively has. pailed in this Hou!e, Mr s:~nd s•s Mo! 

without any. Oppoii.tion whatever, ~nd. has been as . often ~;nu~~r r~!ng;~t 
thrown out m the other. What the1r Reafons were m the f10n-Bi.1, which ' 

· · · · · w:.~s pais'd lalt 
other Houfe for fo often throwing out fuch a Bill, I fuall scffion by the 

not take upon me fo. mnch as to guefs at · but I think it never ~Qmmons, and reo ' . ;dteJ by the 
met with any real Oppofition in this Houfe: There were i.n· Lordi, 

deed fome ·Gentlemen, who teftified ·a ~ort of a Difli~e to the 
Bill, but I think they n~ver carried it fo.far as to forJJl anx 
A'rgument againft it, or to bring the A.ifair to a D~bate. I~ 
has been oftell remarked, that there neve!\ was, as yet, any 
thing brought into either Houfe of Pa.rliament, that was real· 
ly in itfelf ufeful an~ neceffitry for th~ publick Welfare, bu~ 
what, by a proper- Perf([verance, was at_ lail carried throqgh 
arid paffed i11to a Law. Even a good Thing may, for a con-
£derable Time, by many be miftaken ; from private Paffion!J 
and Prejudict;s, for WaJ1t of being ~ight1y underHood, it may 
for fome'Time meet with Oppofition, but Truth and Reafon 
will always at lafi: prevail ; and when we are fully convinced 
of the Goodnefs and Ufefu.lnefs of what is offered, it has 
always hitherto b~en found, that a Senfe of our Duty ha~ in 
both Houfes of Parliament got the better of all other PafiionS", 
which fome Men might privately harbour in their llreaik 
This, Sir, encourages me to perfevere in \vha~l have fo of~ea 
had the Honour to offerto this Haufe, and tJ repew it ::tg:ljn 
this Seffion, notwitP,fianding its bad Fate in former Se1liom 
cf Parliam~nt. I am thoroughly co.nvi.nced, that what l 
have t~ off(!r, is QO~ only a gooJ T~ir.g, but abfolutely ne-
ceffary for the ~refervation of our Confiitution; and there- ' 
fore I hope it will, by its own Weight, af Jail force its \Va.1 
through the 9ppofi~iqn it has }:litheno met with. 

' I. belie~e,. Sir, e.very Gcr.tleman in the Houfe, by thd 

Time, fup~fes that I mean tl1e BiU, For mahi11g more, 
l}fellua( the L,acws in ~eing, frJr difoh/ing P a:fons from bti11g_ 
chofln Mem6£p. of, or Sitt-,:ng or 1/oiing in tbis Hozife, rtt·ha 
have any Penfion duril!g Plrafurt, or for any Numher of 
~1a.rs, or ~ny Office, he/djn Trujl for. th_em. This is the Bill 
I pr0pofe to have renew~d ; and as !h.~ Houfe has beeR fully 
apprized of the Contents of the Bill, d,dlgned in torrner Seffiom, 
for thefe good and falutary Purpofcs, I have prepared a Bill 
whil:h I have here ready to otter ~o the Houle, and which i'i 
the very fame, Word for Word, with that \Vhich in the_ very;, 
taft Sefiion of Parliament had the .t\pprob.:ttion of this lfo-,Jfc; 
I therefore think it quite unneccffary to move the Houfe for 
Leave to bring in .fuch a Bill ; out my Motion D1all b~ for 
:Leave to brine; up the Bjij which I ha:ve n.ow ·in my Hand.' 

· · Heicupon 
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'Hereupon Mr "tinnington obfenred, 'That the conftant 
Practice of the Houfe, for an h!1ndrcd Years paft, has been 
to move for a Bill to be brought in, and not for Leave to 
bring it up to the Bar: That ihould this laud:1ble Method 
be broke into, and the ancient Cuilom rc:;'viv'd for each Mem
ber to prefent what he pku,'d~ they might be furpriz'd 

~ 
l4t Winnington's 
Objelbon t" lhat 
Mannti of illtro
ducin~ the Pc,.f1. 
llD·Bul, 

Debate thereon. 

Sir B. Stanley. 

Sir v.·. Yongc. 

into Things very improper and inconfiftent with the Digni
ty of the Houfe : Tbt therefore, though he had nothing 
to fay againil the Bill, 'twas his Opinion the honour~ble 
Gentleman's Motion ought not to be C!Jmply'd with : Then 
to wav~ the ~eilion, he call'd for the Order of the Day. Up
on tnis Sir Edward Stanley, Knight of the Shire for Lanca
ihire, fpoke for the Motion, and declar'd, ' That ~e faw 
nothing in it irregular; for that Leave to bring in a Bill,. 
or Leave to bring up a Bill, was in EffeCt the fame Leave; 
nor' could he conceive wherein lay the mighty Diffi!rence.' 

Hereupon Sir William Yonge fpoke as follo\vs : 
Mr. Speaker, · · 

' I do not at all wonder to fee the Gentlem·an who made 
the firft Motion, perfevere in the fame Thing; but I muft.con
fefs I am a little furprized to fee feveral .State-Topicks every 
Year renewed and inufl:ed on by fome Gentlemen in this· 
Houfe, notwithftanding their having. feen thefe Topicks fo 
often difapproved ofby a Majority o~ tl1e Houfe. As to 
thefe, I am really quite tired with. hearihg tb~ fame Argu
ments repeated O\ er and over a~:tin every .se~on of Parlia
ment: The honourable Gentleman fuohld.not have faid, that 
the Bil.l he mentioned had always pafted, even i.~ this Haufe, 
without Oppofition; there were generally .. fim1e Gentlemen 
appcar'd againfl: it, and even teihfied thei_r Diflike to it: But 
let the Bill be what it will, let it 'be a 'gd9d Thing, or l'et it 
be a bad Thing, the Manner in which'the Gentleman de
fires to .have it introduced . is very extraordinary. It is in
deed a Priv!!,.ge of the Members of the other Houfe, that any 
Lord miy offer a Petitian or a Bill to .tl~e Houfewithout ask
ing Leave of the Houie ; but this Prh~ilcge the ·Members of' 
this Houfe have; for the Sake of Decency and' Order, given 
up lo~g a$o ; and I ·can fee 1_1? ~rhner ,of Reafo·n·, for our .r:
affummg It, or for our beg~~~mg now to extena our PnvJ
Ieges beyond what they have ·~cen for fo many Years pall. As 
to the bringing of Bills into' this Houfe, it is \\·ell known, 
that the ufual Motion on fuch Occafi::n:: i~ for Leave to bring 
i~ fuch a Bill as is propo[ed; but ~his is a nev/Sort of Mo
tion; it is a Motion for Le-ave' to brir,g up fuch' a Bill, which is 
a ver}r extraordinary Motion, and fuch as I ~m fure there is,. 
in the prefent Cafe, no m<~mH~t ofOccafion for, and there-.· 
fore I really think the Motion ought to be 'rejeCted, it ought 
to have a Negative put up·on it ; but fince the worthy Gen--· 

· · ·- - ·· ~ · tleman 
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deman near me [ Mr Winnington] has waved that Point, and Anno 6. GeD. n: 
has moved for the Order of the lJay, I fhall now only fecond ~ 
his Motion.• 

M r Walter Plumer ftood up next, and took Notice of Mr w. Plume ... 

what Sir .William Yonge had urg'd touching the f."!me 
4rguments being repeated every SeiJion of Parliament, tho• 
the Majority had often determined againH: them ; and ad-
ded, ' That whatever tl1at Gentleman might think in that 
RefpeB:, it was his Opinion the Maj.ority could not alter the 
Nature of Right and Wrong ; and for his Part, 1et the 
Majority determine as often as they would, yet be fhould 
always be ready to offer thofe Arguments, which· he took 
to be good ones, againft fuch as he thought were not fo: 
As for the Gentleman's being afraid lett the. Members of 
this Haufe fhould re-affume any ancient Privilege, or ex· 
ten.:l thofe they at prefent enjoy, he faw no Reaion for his 
being fo cautious in that RefpeCl:, fince what was propofed 
was in Effea no Reaffumption of any old Privilege, nor 
~xtenfion of any Privilege they enjoy'd, it was at moil: ne
gleB:ing only a Piece of Form upon an extraordinary Occa· 
:»on, when there appear'd no manner of Ufe in obfervin~ it.' 

Then Sir William Wyndham fpoke· as follows : 
Sir, 

' I am furpriz'd to hear any Gentleman in this Houfe SirW. Wyn~ 
:find Fault wilh Gentlemen infifting upon their Opinions, not-
withilanding their having been difapproved of by a Majo-
rity in former Seffions of Parliament. I do not think that 
the Majority's being of a contrary Opinion, can ever be 
made Ufe of as an Argument for convincing Men that they 
~re jn the wrong: The Minority, notwithitanding their be-
illg out .. voted, may flill have as good an Opinion of their 
Opinions, as the Majority have of theirs. It has often hap-
pened, that what has been difapprovet;l of by the Majority 
ir. one Sdiion of Parliament, has been approved of by a 
Majority in fome future, perhaps in the very: next Seffion 
of Parliament; and even as to the Bill now in Hand, it has 
been two or three Times approv'd of by the Majority of this 
Houfe, and as often rejetted or difapproved by the Majority · 
ef the other Houfe ; what their Reaf~;ms were I do not 
know, but I am of Opinion, that the fame Reafons againft 
'the BiH were nbt ofFered to the Members of this Haufe, 'that 
were offered to the Members of the other ; for if they had, 
~ t would probably have been difapproved of, and rejeeled by 
the Majority eveQ of this Houfe. From hence it appears. 
that the Majority·s being of any one Opinion, is no infallible 
Sign of that Opinion's being right. This, Sir, I thought my .. 
f.elf obliged to take Notice of, that thofe Gentlemen, who 
happen ~o be gener~y of the iame Opinion with the M~jo~ 

n~y. 
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rity, may not from thencCJ. conclude that they are certainly 
right. As to the Matter now in Difpute, I really think it 
is of no Moment ; Whether the Gentleman fuall have Leave 
to brir~ up the. Bill, or to bring in a Bill, is to me a Matter 
of fo much Indrfference, that I cannot find out a Reafon why 
the Gcntlem:m's Motion fhould have been oppofed; for to 
c1rder a Gentleman to prepare a BiiJ, after he has told us 
that he has prepared one, and that it is the very fame 
with what the Majority of this Haufe has in former Sef· 
ftons :tpprovcd of, really feerns to me-to be a little incon
gruous : I can find out no Reafon for Gentlemen's infifting 
upon this Piece of Incongruity, unle(<; it be that they have 
a Ditlike to the Bill itfelf. We certainly ought in general 
to obferve the ufual Method of Proceedings; but furely, 
we ought not to obferve any cutlom:1ry Method, when the 
obfcrving it appears to be in itfelf abfurd.' 

Upon this Sir JohnRufhout declar',d, 'That hefaw nothing 
in the Motion either new or unprecedented : That he remem· 
bred there was a Bill prefented in the Houfe of late Years, 
in the fame or rather in a more extraordinary Ma.nner, and 
this was the· lafi: Sufpenfion of the Haheas Corpus Act in 
the late Rei~n ; when the- Gentleman who brought _in ·that 
Bill, fitting ~lofe at the Bar of the Haufe, rofe up, and af
ter informing the Houfe of the Danger the Crown and King
·dom were in from the rebellious Plots then carrying on, and 
the Neccffity of impowering his Majefty to fecure all fuf
pefted Perfons, he t10ld them he had prepared a Bill for that 
Purpofe, and therefore moved for Leave to bring it up, 
which was immediately granted ; and the BiH, to the heft 
of his Memory, was read twice that Day, and ordered to 
he committed: That this was fomething more extraordinary 
than the Motion before them, becaufe the Bill then ordered 
to be brou,ght up had never been before the floufe, and by 
-Confcquencr no Member could be any way appriz'd of the 
Contents thereof; whereas the Bin in Q_rreihon had been 
before the Houfe, and frequently pad their Approbatiorr: 
That as for the :'rivilege inherent in every Member of this 

"Houfe, he bci:ev'd none would di:pute but that the ancient 
Method has been for any Member to o~r what he pleafes.~ 

Hereupvn Sir William Yonge fl:ood ur. and ~xplained him
fclf with regard to 6at Part of his Speech, which touched on 
the Pri\rilege of Members. He faid, 'That there fcem'd 
to be a l'vlifiakc, as to what he had mentioned about the Mem
bers of the Haufe r.ot b:!ing atlowed to bring iri any Tl1ing 
without Lcav~ c f the Houfe: That this has not properly any 
Rebtiv:l wi~.l v. hat are c~llcd the Privileges of the Houfe : 
Th::~ it :s 0:-:~y a Rdhaint which the Members of the Hm:fe 
have ~Longi:t prope·r to. by on thcmfclves, mr the more or-

derly 
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cl~r1y r;arrying Oll the Publick. :SlJJP;tefs, 3~ to ~l)t apy A,nne-4 eeo. n. 
T}J.ing that is tritiins £ro_m being !Drought befoJ"e us; and tf:lis ~ 
B;dlcaint has ~ tl;>QAd (p conveni~t a.nd. necdfary for pre- · 
!erving the 1-lollPllr an4 Digpity of the Houfe;!, that it ~as 
never for mapy ~ ~rs ~n · depar~.~ froro~ but upo~ the 
moft extraordifl<U;y O,:calions., , ' 

Sir William Yonge was back'd b,x S~r Robert Walpole, sir ll. Walpole. 

w,ho added, ' That tbe Preceder,tt q.uo_te,d by Sir John B.ufu-
out was on one of ~he, mall extraordinary Occafions that 
ever can happen, and. in a Cafe that re.q.~J:ed the utmoft D,if-
patch ; That in IW;>rt there W¥ no Comp~rifon betweeu. th.at 
Cafe and t.lae Cafe befQl"e them;' That th_e Cafe of this Bill 
4iid in no ways depcad on ~ extraoldWary Me~hod ; for 
.fhouJd the Gentleman move in tke ufual Manner for l.eave 
to bring in ~e Bill, aud Orc:\ers 1hauW. there~,tpon be giv~n 
by the ~oufe to fume G~tlemen 1:1:? prepue and briog .in ~e 
fame, thiS Me~hod wowd be no HmCJranc.e to tlte palling of 
the Bill, or occaiion its being put of 'till t\le next Seffion of 
Par1iament.' Upon tAis Mr &\ndys· rofe up, a.nd fPoke a fe. Mr Sandrs, 

cond Time as f~~; 
Sir, 

' I JbaU be very ~ from ~kia1 an)! Comparifor~s be
tween the Cafe in Hand, or between ·any Cafe, and that 
which immediately concerns the Safety and Prefervation of 
the Crown : But, as I had affured you that th,e Bill, which 
I have in my Hand, was the very fame with that which had 
before been approved ofby this Haufe, I thought it was 
quite unneceaaly for the Houfe to obferve that Ceremony of 
orderingfome Gentlemen to prepare and bring in a Bill, which 
was already prepared; ami which the Haufe has ~PPfOYC:d pf 
in the very laft Seffion of Parliament : This was my Reafon 
for ~ving for Leave to bring it up. I do not defite to bring 
f'Qy Thipg into thi11 ~oufe without fidt: having the Leave of 
~he J;Iou(e fOr " doing' y~t I callllOt thiqk, that though 
-the ~tient Metlwd of proceedipi~F=re rf;vjv~, tlte Howe 
would l>e in an.y D~Fr of being~~urpri~d into apy Thipg' : 
Tl1ere is »P iill can pafs in this Hpqfe 'till it has be~ thre~ 
Times read jp the IiQ!+(e, and ha5 pafl:ed thw' a '(2ommittt:e 
~f the Ho!+fe; and ~hiJe thofe ForJJlll are ob(erved, tll.e H~u(e 
nev~r can be furpri~ecl into the pa.Ging pf any Bill, ~v~;n 
though we fhould again re~aff'~me _th;;Lt Privileg.e of eyery 
Member's havm~ a Power to b~mg In~Q th,e lf~uf'e whatev~~ 
he pleafes. It 1s not the ReJlraint we ka.ve hpd ourfelv(!s 
pader, that prevents the Haufe's being futpri~ed; it is the 
NeceDity of having 'he ~11 fo often read qefore it ~l;lll ~fs: 
for when a Geotle~n .. has IJlQVed for ·Leave to bring it\ any 
Bill for the PuryQfes be ~en~ions,. -~ J-¥>ufe cannot .know 
whether the Bill frcpared and brought in be accQrdmg to 

V o·1.. U. L 1 ·- ' - their 



( z66 ) 
Anne'· Ceo. n. their Orders· till it be once read in the Houre : Some Gen-

xnz.· H· tl · h .t:. L b · · B'll d ~ emen m1g t move ror eave to rmg m a 1 , an upon 
their obtainmg fuch Leave, and being ordered to prepare and 
bring in the fame, might bring in a Bill of a quite different 
Nature ; but this would probably be difcover'd on the full: 
Reading, and the Bill would without Doubt be thrown out ; 
and whoever endeavoured thus to impcife on'the Houfe, would 
deferveJ and would probably meet w1th a moftfevere Cenfure. 

' But the prefent Difpute is not whether any Thing fhall be 
brought into the Haufe without Leave ; the whole Difpute 
really feems to be· between the Words to hring up, :and the 
Words to bring in; for my Part, I am quite indifFerent in this 
Affair ; whether I have Leave to bdng it up now, or to 
bring it in a little while hence, does not, in my Opinion, 
ftgnify much; if I have Leave to bring it up, I mufr imme
diately take a 'Y alk to the Bar ; if I have Leave to bring in 
a Bill, and am order'd to prepare one fOr that Purpofe, I 
!hall take a Walk the fame Way in a very little Time; this 
I do not take to be any material Difference : But as for the 
Bill itfelf, I do think it C}f fuch Cohfequence, that if there 
were any Method by which we could fhew a more than ordi
nary Regard to this Bill~ that M~thod ought certainly to be 
obferved.' - · 

A Pretedent re- Then Mr Speaker read, from the Journal of the Houfa of 
latingtothebring- h h y f h R • f K' G I h p ing uf> a Biil, read t e 9t ear o tL e e1gn , o mg eorge . t e tf!C~-

by Mr Speak;~. dent. memion'd by Sir John Rufhout~ and {aid., 

Gentlemen, . THE ufoal Method of Proceeding in this Houft, tz.s t• 
' bringing t.'n of Bills is, firjf, tu morve for Lea<f.le to hrbtg 
in a Bill for fuch 1r foch Purpofts, a11d that being agreed to, 
the Houfi then orders .fome of their own Number to prepare 
at~d bring in the Bill .i this is the ufoal Methot/, but in tbe 
Precedent I ha'Ve nfJ<W ~ad to you it appears, that the then 
Solicitor General (Sir P. Yorke.] moved for Learve to hrinz 
•P foch a Bill, whlch rwa; granted, and he immediately 
ilrought up the Bill, and the fome was read a jirft 'Time ; 
from which it is plain that Mr Solicitor, rwhen he made his 
Motion, inform'd the Houft that he had preparedfuch a Bill, 

_and heui it then ready to he laid bifore them, and there/ore 
he mo'Ved for Lea'Ve to /Jring it up, ~.)Jhit'h it Jeems th1 Ht~uft 
at this 'lime cQinjly'd -:witb. · 

J]pon this fame Members fufpe&ing that Mr Speaker was. 
ln P\irfuance of this Precedent, going to put th~ Q!!eftion 
pn tAe Motion made by Mr. Sandys, they call'd out, No, 
No. Hereupon Mr Speake.r immediately refum'd his 

/ Speech~\ as foUo\W,: 
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eentlemeh, Anno 5. Ceo. U, 

At lo the .Affair in Hand; ar any Affail' that t6mis !Jtfore-~ 
this Houft, I am not to appear of one SiJe of the ~tjiion 
Nor ofthe other. It is my Bufine.ft to take Care that the 
Orders and Methods if Proceeding foal! be reg~tlarly QbjeMJui. 
In all !!(gtfliom about Order 1 am to inform you, fo far as 
tonfifls with my Knowledge, of what has been formerly done 
in the like Cafts; and I am to t~ke Care that all Deceltty 
and Order Jhall be obftrved, both in G1tr Debates and Pro~ 
uttlings : This i.r my Duty, and this I }hall always endea-
-vour to perform as far as lies in my Po<tJ.m·: In a/J.Cafts I 
am to obftMJe '/haft DireOions that the Houfe foal/ be pleajeJ 
to gi<Ve ; tznd in the prifent Caft I 011/y de.fire to know from 
you, what Method JDU will Dbjer<Ve, whet,>er you are inclin'd 
to follaw the Precedent now read to yott, or if you are inclin-
~d to proe'eed tttcorliing trJ the Method ufually ohjer<Ved: But 
I mttjl putyou in Mi11tl, that if you proceed according to the 
ufual Methot/, Decency rtfJuires that the Bill }hall m;t be 
llrought in im111ediately after the OrJer far preparing anJ 
bringing in the fome ; it is neceffizry that fome 'lime foou/J in-
tervene between the Order for preparing it, attd the Preftn.t-
ing of it to the Houfe ; and therefore I muft dejire, thllt thoft 
Gmtlnnell who foal/ be order'd to prepare and bring it in, may 
not go immediately to the Bar, and tell us, that they ha<Ve, ac-. 
«Jrding to Order, prepared fuch a Bill, and arc ready to bring 
it in. 

He.reu:POnhMr ShandBy~11nbot iri1lh1fii~g on hd~s Motion, {ibut Mr S:1.ndya dropa 
agreemg to ave t e 1 roug t m accor mg to the u ual hi~ Morion for 

M hod h {)., ft' 'fh Le b · b · bnrwmg "!' the et , t e "<.!!e 10n was put, at ave e gtven to rmg Pcnfia .• n.w i 
in a Bill, For making more dfdiual the La<7.vs in Being for 
4ifoblin.g Perfons from being chofm Members of, or fitting or 
qJOfing in, tht Houfe ofCommons, <whs hacve any Penfton dur-
iwg Pleafure, or for any Number of Years, or a11y Ojfices held 
in 'Tritflfor them; This being agreed to wichuut any Oppo-
Jition, Mr Sandys and Sir Edward Stanley were order'd to And Jnfieadthcr~· 
P repare and bring in the fame. Then the Houfe refolv'd of a. Bil~to ~be 
• • • lame l:xdlJs or-
Itfelf mto a Committee of the Supply, and as foon as that der'<t to be brought 

was over, Mr Sandys prefented &e faid Bill tJ the Houte, "'· 
which was received and read the firit Time, and order'd to 
be read a fecond Time. 

Fehruarv 2. The ~oufe refolv·d itfelf into a Committee, 
.J ~ Debate l'oncern· 

to confider farther of the Supply granted to his MajeJly, and in?.: the !'<umber 

Mr• Andrews, Member for Hindon, moved, 'That t:J1e Num- of~Land·Fvr~~:s, 
ber of effettive Men to be provided for Guards and Garri- Mr Andrew,, 

f'ons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey, for the 
Year r 733, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 5 55 Men, 
which the Six Independent Companies confill ot~ ior the 

L 1 2 Serl'ic~ 
• DeputJl'RJ1fl.tjlt1' of tht For.;-eJ, 
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AMD IS. eeo.IL Sef\tice of the Hig'hlands, 1 7, 7o9 :Meb, CommiBion and 

m~o·n· Non-Comnrlffion Officers included. 
~ This Motion was feconded by Mr Whitworth, Member 
~: :,~:I:to~. for Minehead ; and fupported by Sir Thomas Robinfon. 
sir R. Lane Member for Morpeth ; Sir \Richard Lane, Member foJ;' 
~~~ ~,; cy:~ge. W orcefter ; Sir Archer Croft, Member for Beeralfton ; Sir 
~ ~. ~~~~:~. William Y(jnge, Hon. Mr Henry ,Pelham, Mr Horatio Wal
Sir R. Walpole. pole, and Sir ·Robert Wal~le : But was very warmly ~ 
Lord Morpcth, pos'd by feveral Members; and the Lord Morpeth·thereupon 

mov'd, 'That the Number ·of effeaive Men ·for the Year 
1·733, be on1y 12,000; he was feconded ·by ·Mr ~arlay,.. 
Mentber for the County of 'Hereford ; and -back'd by Mr 

Nr Harley. 

~~~::!,~on. Bramfton, Member for Mal-den ; Mr 'Rolle, -Kniglrt of the 
~~ J· f!tnall.d. Shire for Devonfhire; Sir John·Barrrard, ·Sic Joieph Jekyll, 
~~ship~~. Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Mr ~Palmer, Mem-
s~rw. Wyndham. be t:'. B "d '"- M Th W·~ Ho M E'..J Mr Palmer. r .~or n gewater ; r omas 1 •• _..am, n. r ~-
MrT.Wy'!dham. ward Dictby J(i.rtightoftheShirefor Wlll'wick· Mr·Pult'""-" 
Mr Edw. D1gby. • t:1 ' • • ,. . ' . -··-":' 
~r w. Pulreney. Srr John St. Aub111, Kntght <lf ·the 'Sliue for-COrnwall ; ·611' 
lllr John Sr Aubm. Th - Sa d _r. '~~~'- • h f L-. Shi fu T. • 1 • 
Sir T. saunderfon. · omas un enon, autg t o tm:: · 1te r .umco n ; -and-Stt 
tiM J. Hind~ Coucn. John Hinde Cotton, Member for Cambrillge. The Cmlrtien 

urg'd in Support of the Motion, ' That tho' the ptiblidt 
Tranquility of Europe·was now eftablifhed, ~yet·-the ·Prefen-a
tion ·thereof depended on fo many Accidents, ·that it could 
not be certainly rely'd on, and therefore we ougbt.~ys ·tO 
be in fuch Circumftances, as to be able not only to defend 
out1t>lves, but likewife to fu1fil·all olir·Ehgagemcmts to·our 
Allies: That ·there was ftill a veryi powerful and coniiderable 
P.uty· in the Kingdom, firmly attaeh~d to the Intereft of the 
Pretender, and daily watching for an Opportunity to dffi:urb 
the Q!!iet of the Nation, by endeavouring to overturn the 
prefent happy Eftablilhment ; and thtrefare it was ne:.:effiuy 
to keep up an armed Force fuffi.cient to dHiipate aqy fudden 
lnfurreaion that might be raifed by foch Men : That this 
Party was fti11 the more audacious, ·and the more to he 
dreaded, becaufe they were encoumged and·fpirited up.by a 
great many fcandalous and feditious Libels, which were daily 
fpread abroad, even by thofe who pretended to be-Friends to 

Sir A, Croft, 

I 

the Proteftant Succeffion, and to the· illufirious Family now 
on the Throne.' Sir Archer Croft faid on this Occaioa, 
• Thrrt the continuing of the fame Number Qf Forces was the 
more neceffary, becaufe to his Knowledge·Popery was 1n
creafing very faft in the Country, for that in cme Parifh 
which he knew, there were no lefs than feven Popilh Priefls ; 
and that the Danger from the Pretender was the more to be 
feared, becaufe they did not know bat that he was then 

Sir Jl. Walpole, breeding his Son a Protcfrant.' Then Sir· Robert Walpole 
took Notice, 'That a ReduClian of the Army was the chief" 
Thing wifued for and dcfutd by all ·the jacobites in the 

Kingdom; 
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Kmgdom ; that no Redutl:ion had ever been made, 'but what Anno 6. aeo. n~ 
ga:ve fre{h Hopes ~o that Party, ani:} encouraged ~em to ~ 
r;u(e Tumults ·againft: the G.overnment ; and ·he d1d not 
doubt, but that if th.ey fhould refolve to reduce ~y Part of 
the Army,-there woulti be Poft-Horfes employ'd that very 
Night, to carry the good News thereof to the ·Pretender and 
his Adherents beyond Seas. • To this Mr ·Horatio W a! pole Mr H. Walpole. 

added, ' That the N umbe~ of Troqps then ·propo:fed was 
abfolutely neceJfary to fupport his Majefty's Government, 
and would be necdfary, as long as 'he Nation enjoy'd the 
P!appinefs of having the prefcnt illuil:rious Family on the ~ 
Throne.' 

Sir William Wyndham alledg'd, in Support of Lord Mor~ Sir w. W)'lld!mn. 
peth's Motion,' That if they g~ve .,;;y Credit to hls Majefty's 
~peech from the Throne at the Opening of the Seffion, which 
they were in Duty bound to do, the Tranquility of Europe 
never was, nor ever could be on a more firm Bafts than 
at prefent, and therefore a Redutlion was now to be 
made in the Army, or fuch Reduction was never to be ex~ 
petted: That as to· the Pretender, he did not believe that there 
was ~ny c:onfiderable Party for him in this Nation : That 
that Pretence had always been a Minifterial Device made 
ufe of only for accompli£hing their own Ends; but that it 
was in reality a meer Bugbear, a Raw-Head and Bloody-
Bones, fit only to frighten Children ; for that he was very 
well-convinced his Majefty reigned in the Hearts and Af-
fetlions ofhis People; upon that his Majefiy's Security de-
pended ; and if it did not depend on that, the illuitrious 
Family now on the Throne could have but little Security in 
the,prefent Number, or in any NLmber of Standing-ForcesJ 
that could be kept up for its Defence : That if there was 
any Difaff'eflion, or any :Difcontent in the Nation, it wa& 
owing to the keeping up of fuch a numerous Standil)g Army 
in ·Time of Peace within this Kingdom, whereby the People 
were fubjeB:ed to many Loads and Hardfhips which they 
were never before acquainted with : That the People of Eng-
land had never gone into any violent Meafures, or carry'd 
their "Refentment to any Pitch againft the Prince upon the 
Throne, but when the Prince, or thofe employ'd by him. 
were firft in the Fault : That this M~xim was fo generally 
true, tha~ in our whole Hiftory, there. was no Inftance to the 
co~trary, ·but only that which happ~n'J in the Reign of 
K1og Charles L· and that therefore, 1f there was any Un-
eaftnefs among the People, the proper Remedy was, to re-
move thofe Things which were the Caufes thereof: If the 
Minifiers fhould change thejr Meafures1 the People would 
certainly alter their Minds : That the Dutch were, by the 
Sitgation gf Ulcir Country, in a mu~h more dangerous State 

· ~ than .. 
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Allno s. Ceo. n. &han we are or can be in, and yet the Dutch had theri fb 
~ folved on a Redu8:ion of their Army, and therefore we 

~ould have no Pretence for continuing ours.' 
Mr Shippeu. 'Mr Shippen likewife obferv'd, • That though the ge• 

ileral Arguments in the Affair before thent had often been 
a.nvatTed in that Haufe, yet, that the Debate of this Day 
feem'd to him fomething new: In former Years the Gentle ... 
men, who argued for the Continuance of a numerous Stand
ing Army in Time of Peace. always argu'd for the Con· 
tinuance thereof only for one Year longer; but that Gentle· 
man had now thrown off' the Mask, and were become daring 
enough to deClare, 'That the! fame· Number of ·Forces mutt 
' always be kept up ; and that a numerous Army muft for 

1 c ever be continu'd, and be made, as it were, a Part of our 
c Conftitution: · That we have already continu'd theAnny {a 
long, that fome Gentlemen had told the Houfe this Day~ 
what no Man would have ventur'd to have told them a few 
Years ago : That if they continued the fame Army but a 
little while longer, it might be in the Power of fame Gen
tlemen to talk to the Houfe. in Terms i10 Way agreeable to 
the Conftitution or to the Liberties of our Country : That to 
tell the Houfe that the fame Number of Forces muft be always 
kept up, was a Propofition fraught with innumerable Evils, 
and more ·particularly with this, that it may make wicked 
Miniflers more audacious, than othcrwife they would be, in 
projeaing and propagating Schemes, which may be incon· 
ftftent with the Liberties, deftruaive to the Trade, and bur· 
thenforne on the People of this Nation: That in Countries 
which are governed by Standing Armies, the Inclinations of 
the People are but little minded, the Minifters place their 
Security in the Army, the Humours of the Army they only 
confult, with them they divide the Spoils, and the wretched 
People are plunder'd by both.' He added1 'That in this 
Kingdom, his Majefty has the Hearts, the Hands, and the 
Purfes of all his Subjects at his Service, and he wifh'd he 
might have them always at his Service ; but he hoped they· 
would never be in his Power; That his Majefty deftred no 
fuch Thing; Th:Lt he never can de:fire it; That he depends 
only on the Affections of his P~ople ; That therefore he was 
convinced, that the Demand of fo numerous a Standing Army 
never could come from him: That it was no Way necelfary· 
for l1is Support, whatever it might be for the Support of 

Ml' R.olk. thofe who now defired to have it continued. Mr RoUe faid, 
"To him it appear'd,in order to preferve ourfelves againfl: one 
who might perhaps prove a Tyrant, we were going to efta
blilh I ~.ooo Tyrants, and to make their Eftablilhment in 
fome Meafure a Part of our Conftitution : And that in order 
io be free of a ReHsion which we think a bad one, we are 

· refolved 
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refolved to have none at all : That as to the Party which the 'a\AIIO r.. Ceo. u, 
Pretender had in this Nation, he could not believethere ~ 
was any fuch Thing: It was nothing but a mere Pretence, 
and. the making Ufe of that Pretence on all Occaiions, ·really 
could not but make him recall to Mind that wicked and 
blafphemous Saying of Pope Leo X. who, on Occafton of a 
Procefiion's paffing by while he was at an elegant Entertain· 
ment, faid to his Cardinals, ~antum profuit N(Jhis bpc Fahula 
Chrifii! He concluded with thefe Words: Let us do as 
our Forefathers ufed to do, Let us rcmorve the Wicked fronz 
hefore the King, that fo his Yhrone may he ejlahlifh'd in 
Righteoufoefi .' Mr Pulteney faid, ' That he could not but Mr Pulteney~ 
be diverted with fame Arguments that were then, and had 
been on former Occafions made U fe of, for keeping up a. 
StandingArmy inTime of Peace: That the laft Year the Haufe 
was told, that a Popifu Solicitor was a dangerous Man to the 
Government, [Seep. 12 3.] and now that Popilh Solicitor had 
fpawn'd out feven Popifu Priefts, [Seep. 268.) and even the 
Poft-Horfes [See p. 269.] had join'd in this traiterous Con-
federacy.' · 

In Anf wer to the Argument brought from the Redua.ion 
pf the Dutch Forces, Mr Pelham declar'd, ' That the MrPeUwn; 

'Redutt:ion mention'd was not then agreed to by the States 
General : That it was a great QEeftion whether it would 
or no, and if it 1bould, it was only a Reduction of the laft 
Augmentation, whereas the ]aft Augmentation had been re:-
duced by us long ago ; fo that the Dutch were nJw only 
going to make that ReduCtion, which we had made upon the 
:firft Profpefl we had of feeing the Tranquility of Europe 
eftablilh'd : That tho' the Redutl:ion propofed in Holland 
fhould be made by them, yet they would ftill have in Pro· 
portion a much ·greater Number of Standing Forces, than 
what was now propofed to be kept up in this Kingdom.' Sir 
Robert Walpole added, ' That he could not help taking No- sir a. Walpole. 
tice of an Obfentation one Gentleman had made, as to the 
People's never carrying their Refentment to any Pitch againft 
the Prince upon the Throne, unlefs the Prince, or thofe em-
ploy'd by him, were.firft guilty of fame Fault : That that 
Member was pleafed to admit of one Exception to this Rule, 
in the Cafe of King Charles I. But the Gentleman ought 
to have admitted of another Exception, and that was in the 
Time of King George I. That he did not know what Pitch 
of Refentment the Gentleman might mean, but he wa~ fure 
there were fame People, who carry'd their Refentment againft 
·that King to a very high Pitch ; and it could not be faid that 
he was ever guilty of any Fault, nor that thofe employ'd by 
.him had, then at leail, been guilty of any Fault ; yet fome 
feople carried their Refentment fo higbJ that they appear'tl . m 
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Annn6. Geo.ll. in Arnu~ in order to dethrone him; That lt.e tbank'd &td, 
l7J!.·J3· 

._ -ywv wJ tbey did not fucceed iJl t:heir Att~mpt: That l~y happen'd 
ttl be defeated by the fmall Number of Regular Forces we 
had then in the Kiugdo$11,. which. were much inferior to them 
in NllDlbor; fad. was our .great good Luck at that Time; 
b® that he mufi :lay, That thole Gentlemen, who deured 
to have the Country left as void of Defence as it was at that 
Time, could have but little Regard for our prefent happy 
(:oailitlltiofl, or for the Security of tbe illuitrious Family 
JaOW upoa ~lle Throne.'· 

T•n tu ~eiion being put on the Motion made lty 
Mr Andrews, it was agreed to by 2 39 againft 171 • 

.Ur w. Williams .... ~ r' The aoove Rdolu'ion of tae Committee was re-
Wynne's Mo- • S"W. ;, • • . • 
~on forrecom~lt· nn,-ted to the Honfe, :ad therel!lpon Mr Watkm-W1lhams 
trng the Refoluuon r- . h' b' 
of~ Committee W)Qme, K.ntght of the ~ n-e for Den tgh, mov'd for th.e 
~~~~o~~~~ recommitting of that Refolution ; which Motion was fecond
Debate thereon. ed by Mr William Bromley, M2mber for Warwick; a~td 
Mr w.Bromlcr.. fapported by Sir John !it Aubin Mr Sandys Sir Wilfrid 
5k John StAubm. • , • ' 
MrSandva. LawtOn, Mr Wdliam Gwyn Vaughan, Mr Heathcote, and 
Sir Wllf. Lawfon, M W dh Th 'd b L rd H La d Mr william Gwyn r yn am. ey were oppos y o ervey, r 
M;'H~~~~te. Malpas, Mr .Da:nven, Mr Clutterbuck, Sir Philip Yorke, 
Mr wyndhalll. ami Col. Bladen. In this Debate Mr Clutterb\lck having 
~-=~ ~~:i: faid, ' That he wondcr'd to fee Gentlemen fo jealous of 
:~ gi:r~~~~ck. R.B¢roachments upon our Conihtution, at a Time when it 
~ir P~ Yorke. was in ita greatei Vigour, and fhonc forth in its pureft Luftre :a · 
Col. n. Mr Wyadham, in anfwer thereto, gave the Houfe an h;fiori-

'Tbe 'Refolutjon of 
the Committee 
agreed to by Qc 
Houfe. 

cal Accaunt of our Conftitution~ and of the feveral Dan
gers it had been in, and. the Changes it had gone through ; 
llnd from thence he fhew'd, 'That it was very far from being 
ROW in its greateft Vigour, and that on the contrary, there 
were many bad Cuftoms 4ad crept in of late, which were of 
dangerous Confequence to our Confritntion; and might prove 
to be the Caufe of its Overthrow, if fome eieaual Remedy 
was not fpeedily apply'd.1 

Then the <l!!eftion being put, for recommitting the abova-. 
mentioned Refolu.tion of the Committee, it was tarried in 
the Negative, by 307 aga.inft '43 ; after which the faii 
Refolution was agreed to by the Houfe. 

!;!~~!1-~~":~d- Then the Lord Morpeth flood up, and reprefcnted tb.e 
drefs to tbe King, bad Circumftances of the Nation, by reafon of the great 
to reduce the Land-
Forceso::. thelitft Debts and the manv Taxes the People groan'd under, anci 
() rtunit • 

PI¥' Y· chertfore m&v'd, ' That an humble Addrefs be prefented tQ 

Oebatc thcr0011• his Majefty, to defire his Majefty, that he would be graci.
oufiy pl_cafed, from his eameit Defire to eafe his People oi 
every Charge not abfolutely necefi'ary, and his R~ard to the 
Conllitution of this Kingdom, to take the firft favourable 
Opportooity of making a ReducEon of thofe F'orces, which 
*hi• Houfe hath voted in purfuance of the EtlQIJate !aiel be-

fore 
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fore them by bis Majefiy's D.ireftion., His Lordihip was Anno6. Ceo. 11. 

feconded by Mr Sandys, Sir · William Wyndham, Mr ~ 
Pulteney, Mr Shippen, and Mr Heathcote, who urg•d, Mr sandys. 

The great NeceHity that there was for taking all Opportu- Sir w. Wyndham. Mr W. Ptllt:ney. 
nities to reduce the publick Expence ; that thereby fome of Mr Shippen. 

thofe Taxes might be taken off, which at prefent lay fo Mr He<Wl,ote. 

heavy on our Trade and our Manufatl:ures, that moft of our· 
Neighbours were enabled to underfell us in foreign Markets : 
That the keeping up of a Standing-Army in Time of Peace, 
without any abfolute Necdlity for fo doing, was altogether 
lnconftftent with the Lil- tities of this Nation : That tho' 
there might be at prefent tn abfolute Neceffity for keeping 
up the Number of Forces agreed to by that Houfe, yet thaf 
that N ecefiity might ceafe in a few Months; perhaps in a 
few Weeks ; and if fo, it would then become neceffary both 
for the Eafe of the Nation. and for the Prefervation of the 
Conftitution, to disband fome of them : That though the 
King was always to be ·prefumed to be thoroughly acquainted 
with the Circumftances of the Nation, and always inclined 
to do that which might moft contribute to the publick W el· 
fare ; yet it had always been the Cuftom of that H oure,. 
and was their Duty, to addrefs the King upon Matters of very 
great Confequence; in order to reco!wncnd to his Maje1ly 
thofe Meafures which they thought would conduce moft to 
the Happinefs and Safety of the Nation.' But this Motion 
was oppos'd by Mr Talbot, Lord Hervey, Mr Henry Pelham, Mr Talbot. 

and Sir Robert Walpole who alledg'd ' That the Prcfent· Lord Hervey. 
· ' ' Mr H. Pe!lu.m. 

ing of fuch an Addrefs was in fome Meafure inconfiftent Sir R. w~ 
with the Refolution they had then agreed to : That it was re..:. 
folving that the Number of Forces for the Year 1733 fhould 
be fo many ; and addreffing that th~ lb.ould not be fo many: 
That thefe two Refolutions, following' one another upon their 
Journals, would appear to be very extraordinary ; That be-
:fides, the Prefenting of fuch an Addrefs would be difrefpea~ 
ful to his Majefty, in fo far as it would be a Sort of Infi
nuation that his Majefty might neglea taking die firft Op· 
portu~ty of reducing the Army, and thereby leffening thG 
publick Charge ; and as they aever yet had the leaft Occaw 
non to fufpetl: any fuch Thing, it would he now anjuft to 
harbour any fuch Sufpicion : That in many Cafes it might 
be the CuftqmJ it might be the Duty of that Houfe, to ad
drefs the Throne on particular Emergencies ; but in a Cafe 
that regarded his Majefty aRd his Adminiftration in fuch a 
z~e~l Manner, as the Cafe in H.1nd did, it would be mofi: 
difrefpetlful : That they might as well addrefs his Majefty to 
govern according to Law, or not to enctoach upon the Confti
tu~ion; and an Ad_drefs in fuch Terms would, they believ'd, be 
allow'd to be ~ewing a very hizh Difrefpett to dte King 

V ~ L, II. ·· M m up~J?. 
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Anno o. eeo. u. upon the Throne.' Mr Shippen, on the other Hand, inftft ... 
~ ed, ' That his Majefty knew how much the Nation was 
Me ~ippcn. loaded with Debts and Taxes, and how inconfill:ent it was 

with our Conftitution to keep up a Standing·Army in Time 
of Peace, and that therefore his Majefi:y, he was fure, would 
not look on their Prefenting of fuch an Addrefs as any Way 
difrefpettful to him.' Some Members having taken Oi'ence 
at thefe Expreffions, Mr Shippen reply'd, ' That he could 
not but look on himfelf as a very unfortunate Man, for that 
in the late Reign he had incurr'd the Difpleafure of many 
Gentlemen. and had undergone a fevere Cenfure of that 
Haufe, for faying that it was one of the greateft Misfor
tunes of his late Majefty's Reign, that he did not know our 
Language, ant\ was unacquainted with our Conftitution ; [Su 
VoL. I. p. 157·] and that now he had difobliged feveral 
others, by faying that his prefent Majeily well knows the 
Circumftances of the Nation, and is acquainted with our 
Confiitution: But that, however, he could not help thinking 
but that his- Majeily was thoroughly acquainted with both; and 
that therefore he would look upon fuch an Addrefs, as pro
ceeding from that honell: Care and Concern, which every 
Member ought to have for thofe who fent them thither, 
and not as proceeding from any Difrefpea towards him : That 
his Majefty could not be difpleafed therewith, and that thofe 
they reprefented muft be highly pleafed to fee the Haufe fo 
watchful of all Opportunities to leffen their Charge, and to 
recommend their Eafe and A-dvantage to the Crown.' But 
the Q!!eHion being put on the Lord Morpeth's Motion, it 
was carried in the Negative, by 203 againil: 136. 

Motion for railing Feh. 7· Being the Day on which the Haufe was, according 
the Supply for the d r l . . If . C . f 
cllrrent~ear,with· to Or er, to re10 ve 1tfe mto a ommtttee to confider o 
~b~r=~ ~?w Ways and Means for raifing the Supply granted to his Ma
the Funds. jefty ; a Motion was made, ' That this Haufe will raife the 

Sir Will. Lawfon'a 
Motio~t for an 
Adtlref~ to the 
Ki!!g, to know 
what Satisfllll:ion 
had been made by 
the Spaniards to 
the llritith Mer
cbantt. 

Debate !Mruo11. 

neceffary Supplies for the current Service of this Y earJ' with
out creating any new Debt upon any Fund whatfoever. • But 
upbn the ~eftion 's being put, it was carried in the Nega
tive. 

Feh. 13. The AfFair of the Spanifh Depredations having 
given great U neafinefs to the whole Nation, Sir Wilfrid 
Lawfon rofe up, and fpoke as follows : 

Sir, 
' The maqy and great Lof'fes our Merchants have fuftain

ed by the Depredations committed on them by the Spaniardsr 
are, I believe, well known to every Gentleman in this Houfe; 
and it is likewife known, that by the fecond feparate Article 
of the Trpty of Seville, all thofe Affairs were to have been 
fcttled and adjufted in the Space of three Years: Thefe 
tluei Yean are now expired, but I do not find that any Body 

knows 
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knows how any of thofe Aff:tirs have been fettled and ad- AMr~ 6. Cet. u. 
jufted, at leaft I cannot hear of any one of our Merchants ~ 
who has met with any Redrefs. 

' As the Time is now expir'cl, I hope our Merchants have 
already got, or are very foon to receive a fufficient Repara
tion far all their Sufferings ; this I hope for~ and I lhould be 
extreamly glad to have my Hopes confirmed 1 it is an AffiUr 
on which the Happinefs of many private Men depends, and 
is of fo much Confequence both to the Honour and Trade 
of this Nation, that it is incumbent upon us, as Members 
of this Houfe, to inquire into it ; and therefore I fhall move,. 
That an humble Addrefs be prelented to his. Majefty, that he 
will be gracioufly pleafed to give Direilion, that there may 
be laid before this Houfe, Copies of the Reports made by 
his Majefty's CommHtuies in Spain, together with all Letters 
and Papers relating thereto ; and what SatisfaCtion has been 
made to the Subje8s of Great-Britain, for the Loffes they 
fuftained by the Depredations of the Spaniards in Europe, or 
in the Indies, purfuant to the fecond feparate Article of the 
'treaty of Peace, Union, Friendfhip, and mutual Defence, 
between the Crowns of Great-Britain, France, and Spain, 
concluded at Seville on the 9-th of November, I 729.' 

This Motion being feconded, Sir Robert Walpole ftoOd Sjrll. Walpolt.

np and fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker,. 

~ Such an Addrefs as has been moved for, may, if Gen
tlemen inflft on it, be prefented to his Majefty, but I can 
now a.fi'ure you, that there is as yet nothing that his Majefty 
can lay before you ; for though by the Treaty of Seville the 
Commiffaries of the two Nations were to fettle all the Af
fairs, referred to them by that Treaty, within the Space of 
three Years from the Date thereof, yet1 by Reafon of feveral 
unforefeen Accidents, they never could meet fo as to enter 
upon, or do any Bufinefs till the Month of February laft: 
Since that Time they have been proceeding upon the AfFairs 
referred to them ; but as yet there is nothing brought to that 
Maturity, or formed ~nto fuch a Shape, as to be proper to 
be laid before dtis Houfe. The Delays they at .firft met with 
made it neceifary to prolong the Time for fettling and adjufi:
ing thofe Matters, and therefore it has been agreed between 
the two Nations, that the three Years lliall be computed from 
that Day in February laft, on which the Commi:lfaries firft 
met ; and br that Time it is to be hoped that all thofe Affairs 
will be fettled in fuch a Manner, as will give full Satisfaaion 
to every Member of this Houfe, and full Reparation to every 
one of the Subjeas of Great-Britain, who has met with a 
n;al Injury from the Spaniards.' 

To thi$ Mr Pul~oey replied, --- --- - -~-- ------ M m .a Sir 



AMil6. eed. u. Sir, 
~ ' There is a Term made ufe of in the E%chequer, tailed 
Mr w. Pul~e:~cy. Nichil, which Term has been fometimes made ufe of by the 

1U T. Aftoa, 

Gentleman who fpoke laft, and has often been given as an 
Anfwer to this Houfe, when Accounts of the Produce of 
fome certain Branches of the Revenue have been called for. 
Now as to the prefent Affair, it may be that there has not 
as yet been any Thing done, or at lea£1: not brought to Ma
turity, and formed into fuch a Shape, as to be proper to be 
laid before this Houfe: This, I fay, may be the Cafe, 
though I muft fay it is a little furprizing, that in fo long a 
Time there Jhould have been nothing done; however, fup
J)Ofing that it is the Cafe, yet his Majefty may give us this 
Exchequer-Term for Anfwer ; he ma:y tell us that there has 
not as yet been any Thing done : It ts from his Majefty on
ly, that this Houfe can properly have an Anfwer ; even fuch 
an Anfwer we are not to take from any Member of this· 
Haufe, or from any Subjea whatfoever. And as the Pre
{enting of fuch an Addrefs to his Majefly, will fhew onr COil
ftituents that we are careful of the Affairs of the N arion, 
and have a Concern for the Merchants, who have been ·~ 
great SufFerers by the Depredations committed by the Spa .. 
niards ; therefore I am for agreeing with the Motion.' 

Mr Pulteney was back'd by Sir Thomas Afton as fol .. 
lows: 

Sir, 
' If in aU this Time there has been nothing done by 

thofe Commiffaries, I am much afraid that this AfFair may 
be fpun out to a very great Length. I do not know bot 
that it may laft as long as the Gentlemen who are employed 
as our Commiffaries may live ; for as they have thereby a 
good Salary from, and all their Charges home by their 
Coantry. they may not perhaps be' too hafty in concluding 
ti.e AfFairs referred to them, and thereby putting an End to 
the beneficial Poft they enjoy i and on the other Hand it is 
to be prefumed, that the Spaniards will make ufe of all the 
Exc:ufes they can invent, for delaying their making that Re
paration, which in Juftice they ought to do, and whieh we 
are engaged in Honour to inftft on. It is therefore our Du
ty, as Members of this Houfe, to defi.re from Time to Time 
to know what is doing in an Affair, in which both the I'fttere:ft 
and the Honour of the Nation is fo much concemed, in or
der to prevent all unnece«'ary Delays, and to fatisfy the 
World that this Nation does not tamely pat up fuch In-
juries.' 

Hereupoa Mr Conduit • replied to Sir Thomas Afton : 
Sir 
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' I find there is a very great Miftake in Prejudice to the ~ 
worthy Gentlemen our Commiffaries in Spain : I muft do 
them the Juftice to declare, that to my Knowledge they very 
much defpife the Salaries they have from the Publick, 
and are pufhing as much as poffible the Accommodation 
of all the Affairs referred to them, in order that they may 
return home to look after their private AfHlirs. I am very 
fure that there is not one of tho{e Gentlemen, who, for the 
Sake of the Salary would have gone out of the Kingdom, or 
who would ftay one Month in Spain, or any where, for the 
Sake of enjoying fo trifling a Benefit. It was the Hopes on- . 
ly of being ferviceable to their Country, that prevailed on 
any of them-to go thither, and they are doing as much as 
lies in their Power to render their Service as beneficial u 
poffible to their .Country ; the fooner that Affair is brought 
to a Conclufion, the more beneficial will their Service cer-
tainly be. This I know to be the Cafe as to the Gentlemen 
that are employed, but if it were otherwife, his Majefty 
(OUld certain] y take Care, that no UMece:ffiuy Delays fhould 
be allowed in an Aft"air of fuch Confequence, and certainly 
will lay before this Haufe an Account of all the Proceed· 
ings in that Affair as foon as it can be conveniently done ; 
and therefore I muft be of Opiniou, that there is no Oc-
cafton for our prefenting any fuch Addrefs as has been 
moved for.' 

To this Mr Pulteney a:nfwered. MrW.Pultcncr. 

Sir, 
'" We may always depend on it, that his Majefty will take 

all poffible Care of this, as well as of every other Affair that 
regar~s the Honour or the Happinefs of the Nation ; but in 
all Affairs his Majefty muft employ others under him, he 
muft neceffarily employ Minifters and other inferior Agents, 
t& tranfaa and manage the publick Affairs of the Nation ; 
and as they may ~e dilatory or negligent, therefore it is the 
Duty, and has always been the Praltice of this Houfe, to in
quire into the Management of AfFairs of great Confequen.ce. 
In the prefent Cafe I am for the Addrefs propofed, becaufe 
it will·be a Spur to the Minifters, to procure as fpeedy and 
as ample a Satisfaaion to our injured Merchants, as they can 
pofiibly get. 0. ur having taken Notice, in the laft Seffion of 
Parliament, of the Spanifh Depredations, procured, I believe, 
thofe Commiffions and Imtruaions, which were b.ft Summer 
fem to his Majefty's Ships of War in t~ Weft Indies : That, 
I believe, was the chief Caufe of fending fome of our Ships 
to the Spanilh Coaft to detnand Satisfaaion for Englifh Mer~ 
chant-Ships, which they kad \Tiolently taken, and. uajuftly 
eonfifcatcd. One gf 'hnc f;apainl cUd ·a«<rdingly, in Pur"' · · --- -·- - · ·· --- · - -··-·- -- fuanc;o 
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"'"no6. Geo.n. fuance of the Inilrutl:ions he had received, fend his Boat with 
~ his Lieutenant and fome of his Sailors on Shore, to demand the 

SatisfaCtion prorofed ; but the Spaniards were fo far from 
complying with fo juH a Demand, that they added a new M
fronr, by making the Lieutenant and the Mea Prifoners ; 
whereupon he, like a brave, honeft, downright Englifu Cap
tain, did what he ought to do, he feized the firil Spani£h 
Ship he could m~et with ; but I have been fince informed, 
that this Spanilh Ship has been reftored, tho' the Englifh Ship 
has neither been reftored, nor have the Owners met with any 
SatisfaCtion for the Damage and Lofs they have fullained. 
How this came about, how we came to reftore this Ship to 
them, before they had agreed to releafe our Ship, is more 
than I know, or can comprehend ; for as they had done the 
Jirft Injury, they ought, in my Opinion, to have been obliged 
to r.ave made the firft Reparation. As to the Gentlemen 
that are em ploy· d as our Commiffiuies in Spain, I do not 
know whether they defpife their Salaries or not, but I am 
fure, if they contiuue as long in Spain as one Gentleman 
feems apprehenfive they may, it will verify what I fa.id in 
this Houfe in relation to thofe Affairs, that it would have 
been better for the Nation, and more to the Satisfaaion of 
the Sufferers, to have given up the Affair at firfr, and to have 
given the Sum of Money, which fuch Commiffion might have 
coft the Publick~ to be divided among our Merchants, who 
had been robbed and plund~r'd by the Spaniards ; for· 
even as it is, I am afraid that if the Char~ whic:;h that 
Commiffion has already, and will ftand the Publick in, were 
to be deduBed from the Sum, which we may recover from 
the Spaniards by Way of Reparation, there will very little 
remain to be divided among the Sufferers ... 

~ir R., W.Upolc. Mr Pulte~ey having done fpeaking, Sir Robert Walpole 
obferv'd, ' That wherever that honourable Gentleman got 
his Information, in relation to the Reftitution of the Spaniih 
Ship he made Meution of, to his Knowledge it was errone
ous, for that at the fame Time Orders were fent from hena: 
for releafing the Spaniih Ship, Orders were in like Manner 
fent from the Court of Spain, for releafing and reftoring the 
Englifh Ship and Cargo, which they had before taken ; and 
that her not bei~g reftored was no NegleCt, either at this or 
the Spanifh Court, but owing to the Excufes and Delays of 
his Catholick Majefty's Governors in the Weft-Indies ; who~ 
notwithftanding exprefs Orders from their Court for ddiver
ing up the Ship and Cargo, had found fome new Pretences 

Mr r:-.::;c:, for delaying it.. To this Mr Plumer reply'd, ' That if the 
Cafe was, as the honourable Gentleman who fpoke lafi was 
pleafed to affure them, he could not but with Pleafure ob
ierv~, ' That if ever ~ Vf ar 1ho~l~ happel_! b~t!~C:ll.. Spain an~ 

us, 
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us, we tnuft certainly get the better of them; for that our 
Governors and Officers in the Weft·Indies are, it feem'd, 
moil: punCtual and exact in obferving and obeying the Orders 
and Inftru8:ions received from hence, even tho' they may 
be perhaps not much to their own private Liking.; whereas 
on the other Hand it appear'd, that his Catholick Majefry's 
Governors and Officers in thofe Parts had but little Regard 
to the exprefs Orders they received from him ; tl}at King~ 
it feem'd, having no Authority over his own Officers; and 
confequently in Cafe of a \Var between us, we fhould have a 
very confiderable Advantage over that Nation.' 

Anno 6. Geo. IL 
I7l2.·H· 

~ 

At laft the QEefiion being put on Sir Wilfrid Lawfon's An Addufs llgroe<t 

Motion, it was agreed·to without any Divifion ; and the Ad- on. 

drefs was accordingly prefented. 
Feb. 16. Sir Conyers D~Arcey t reported his Majefty's The King'3 Aa• 

Anfwer to the faid Addrcfs, vi.z. " That although by the fwcr thereto. 

u Treaty of Seville, the Commiffaries on the Part of Great 
'' Britain and Spain were to meet within four Months after 
" the Exchange of the Ratification of that Treaty, and 
" their Commiffions to continue for three Years from the 
" Date of the faid Treaty; and altho' his Majefty's Com-
" milfaries were appointed on the zd of April 1730, yet by 
" feveral unforefeen Accidents, the Meeting of the Com-
'' miffaries in Spain was fo long delay'd, that the firft Con-
u ferences were not open'd 'till the z3d of February 1732, 
" N. S. And that as fo much Time .was elapfed before the 
n opening oftheir Commiffions, it has been fince agreed be-
" tween the two Crowns, that the three Years, for fi.nifhing 
H the Commiffion of the faid Commilfaries, £hall be com-
" puted from their firft Meeting on the 2 3d of Feb. laft ; 
~' which makes it impraCticable for his Maje.fiy to give the 
u proper Orders, for laying a perfea Account before thia 
" Haufe, of what is defired in their Addrefs." . 

Feb. z 1. The Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a Committee of the 1\fr Winningtnn 

whole Houfe to confider of the State of the Trade of his moves, That n• 
• , ' . • • , • Suga ", Panee\s, 

Majefty s Sugar·Colomes m Amenca ; and Mr Wmnmgton ~yrups, Mol?~es, 
ed r. R fc 1 · ' Th S p ] S kum, or Splrltl, mOV IOr a e 0 UtiOn, at nO ugar, anee S, yrups, except from r:,~ 

M 1 1r R S · • f h G h Britiib-Colonic' or o oues, nor any urn or pints, except o t e rowt or in America, be im-

Manufaflure of his MaJ· efty's Sugar-Colonies in America, ported, ~ut_ from 
.n.. , • G , . Great Bntam on!)'. 
1uould be Imported mto Ireland, hut from reat Bntam ,__ . 

l ' Th' M • r. d b M C * M b [)e.,..tetnereon. on y. 15 otJOn was oppo1e y r arey, em er Mr Caiey. 

for Dartmouth, who faid, • That he would with all his 
Heart join in any proper Meafures, that could be propofed., 
for encouraging our Sugar·Colonic::s, but he could not agree 
to the altering the Laws as they then .fiood, with ref pea to 

the 
t Comptroller of his .Majo:fi:;' s llimfebold. 
• (!,,).. of th Co1mcil, "'"l s~o·rt:'">' t~ t1.'~ Lord L:~11temrt1t of 11eZ4nd. 
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Anno 6. Ceo. n. the Importation into Ireland : That the &Jlowirtg of Rum to 

I7Js·.n· b • d d' -.n.l · I I d fi f l · '--""'V---1 e tmp>rte lfg,;."' y mto re an rom any o our Co om~ 
in the Weft-Indies, was with Defign to difcourage as much 
as poftible the Confumption of French Brandies in that King ... 
dom ; which .Defi.gn would be entirely over-thrown by the 
Refolution propofed, if any new Law fuould now be 
made in purfuance thereof; for if it fhould be made ne· 
cefi"ary to bring Rum to, and enter it in England, before it 
could be carry'd to Ireland, it would very much enhance the 
Price of that Commodity, by which the Confwnption there
of wou]d be difcouraged and diminHhed, and the Confump
tion of French. Brandies would confequently be increafed : 
That he thought it was unreafonable to lay fuch a Re
ftriCl:ion on the Trade to Ireland, beca~fe that Kingdom was 
a Part of our own DonainiOlls, and contributed very confide ... 
rahly to the Riches and Power of England; That befides, if 
a Law fhou]d be made in the Terms of the Refolutiori pro· 
pofed, it would probably embroil us with fome of our Neigh ... 
hours: That he did not know but the French would look 
upon it as a Breach of that Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
by which it was ftipulated, that the Trade between France 
and us fhould remain on the fame Footing it was on at that 
Time : That the Portugueze would certainly look on it as a 
:Breach of the Treaties of Peace and Commerce fubfifting 
between us and them, becaufe, by fuch a Law the lmporta~ 
tion of Portugal Sugars direaiy into Ireland wou]d be ex
prefly prohibited. • He was anfwer'd by Mr Scrope, Member 
for Briftol, who faid in Support of the Motion, ' That as 
to the en~ncins of the Price of Rum in Ireland, and there
by difcpuraging the Confumption thereof in that KingdQm, 
there was no fuch Confequence could enfue from the Refo
lution propofcd, or from any Law that could be made in 
Purfuance thereof, becaufe there might ftill be as much Rum,. 
as was requifite for the Confumption in that Kingdom, im
ported direCtly thither from our own Sugar~Colonies in Ame· 
rica; what was propofed by the Refolution moved far, was 
only to prohibit the direa Importation of any of the Com
modities mentioned therein, from any of the other CoiOBies 
in America, and we had very good Reafon for rnakin1 fucb 
a Prohibition, becaufe it appeared that what was impol't-ed 
diret\Iy into Ireland from the other Colonies, was generally 
the Produce of the Foreign Sugar-Colonies in that Part ol 
the World, whereby the Trade of thofe Colonies was vmy' 
much encouraged and improved, to the Ru.in of our own 
~ugar·Colonies in America : Tha~ though we were to look 
upon Ireland as a Part of our own Dominions, yet we ought 
11ot to allow them to encroach upon any Branch of the Trade 
of England: It was very well known that they were always 

-- - endeavouring 
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enden.voi.lring to encroach upon our Trade; and if we did.not Anno~. Oeo. 11. 

take Care to keep tka t Country under the Yoke, they might ~ 
in Time grow fo rich as to be able to throw it off, which 
they would perhaps willingly do, if ever it Jhould happen 
to be in their Power : That as to Portugal, fonie Words 
might be pl.lt in• or fome Pmvifo added, for obvia~ing any 
Exception that might be taken by them. • Hereupon Mr 
Doddington faid, ' That he was ferry to differ from his honour- Mr DClddfn&Cqn. 

able Friend that fat by him, but that he had always look'd on 
-"Prohibitions in Trade as of dangerous Confequence, and that 
therefore no Prohibitions ought ever to be laid on it, but fuch 
as are in their own Nature abfolutely neceffary : That we 
had no Rcaion to be jealous of Ireland, or to lay them under 
any Refiraints and Prohibitions; that Country had always 
appeared loyal and zealous for his Majcfiy, and for the pre .. 
fent Royal Family ; they had generally behaved as good Sub
jeB:s, at leafi: for many Years Jail paft; and he believed the 
beft Way to keep them fo, was to give them all proper En· 
couragement, and to fh un u much as poffible the laying them 
under any particular Reftraints or Difadvantages: That he 
looked on that Kingdom in a very different Light from what 
fome other Gentlemen fecmed to view it in; the People 
thereof he always conlider,d as a Part of ourfelves, and he 
hoped they, or at leaft the moft of them, never did, nor ever 
would look upon themfelves as being under any Yoke, but 
that of the Government, and the Laws of thctir Native 
Country.' Mr Horatio Walpole obferved next, 'That as to 
what was propofed by the Regulation moved for. he could 
perceive nothmg therein contrary to the Treaties of Peace 
and Commerce fubfilling with Foreign Powers ; 'twis a Re
gulation of Trade only within our own Dominions, and had 
no Relation to that of our Neighbours: That if we were to 
prohibit the Importation of any one of their Commodities into 
any Part of the Britifu Dominions, they might perhaps have 
.R.eafon to take it amifs; they might fay, that fuch a Pro .. 
hibition was an Infringement of fome of the Stipulations fub· 
filling between us ; but what was now propofed, was not a 
general Prohibition, it was only che appointing of fuch par• 
ticular Places within our own Dominions for the Importation. 
of fuch Conunodities, and prohibiting the importing of them 't fome other Places : That as this regarded only our Trade 
among ourfelves, no foreign Power could take any juft Ex-
ceptions thereto ; but however, fi.nce there was no Defign of 
prohibiting the Importation of Fre~h Spirits, or Portugal 
Sugars, direa.Iy into Ireland, therefore he would propofe an 
Amendment, and that the Refolution fhould be in the Terms 
following, 'That no Sugar, Paneels, Syrups, or Mololfes. 
of the Growth, ProduCt, or Mannfat\:urc of any of the Cola· 

V g It• II. N n nies 
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Anno~. Geo.u. nies or Plantations in America; nor any Rum or Spiritt ot 
·~ Americll, except of the Growth or Mahufaaure of his Ma
Whichisagrec:dto. j.efty's Sugar-Colonies there, be imported into Ireland, but 
F~.rt~er Debate from Gr~at Britain only.' The Refolution being thus amend-
rehtm~ '"the ed it was agreed to without any DivifiQn · and then Mr Trade of the Su- ' ' · 
r;ar-Colonies. Winnington it:ood up again, and mov'd, ' That a Duty of 
Mf Winnin&tOD. 4 s. per Hundred Weight, Sterling Money, be laid on all 

~1. BW!en. 

f..orei~ Sugars and Paneels, imported into any of his Majefty's 
Colonies or Plantations in America. • This was agreed to 
without any Oppofition. Then Colonel Bladen made the 
two followin~ Motions, viz. I. ' That a Duty of 6 d. per 
Gallon,. Sterhng Money, be laid on all foreign Moloffes and 
Syrups imported into any of his Majefty's Colonies or Plan
tations. in America : And II. That a Duty of 9 d. per 
G~Ion, Sterling Money, be laid on all foreign Rum im
ported into any of his Majefty's Colonies- or Plantations in 
America.' , 

111 ]. Barnarcl. Hereupon Sir John Barnard, in Oppofition thereto, {aid, 
' That as the Trade.theQ ftood between our Northem Co· 
Ionies and the French Sugar-iflands, it appeared, that our 
Colonies bought Moloffes of them at a very low Price, and 
diililled them into Rum, by which they provided themfelves 
at. a fmall Charge with the Rum that was neceffary· for them 
~n their Trade with the Indians, and in their Filhing-Trade; 
th.ey pad, it was true, mofi: of the Materials lor making this 
Rum from the French; but then the IVlanufaCl:ure was all 
their own, and thereby a great many of our SubjeCb in that 
Part of the \Vorld were employ'd and maintain'd: That by 
laying fuch an high 'Duty on French Molofies, we lhould lay 
pem under a Neceffity of manufatl:uring it themfelves, fo that 
9ur Subjetl~ would lofe all that Employlllent, and inftead of 
J:>uying Moioifes in their natural Drefs from the Fren~, as 
~hey did formerly, they would be obliged to purchafe the 
(~m~ Molofi'es. manufatt:ured into Rum, whereb)J the French 
~.ugar~Iflands would take of them at leaR: three times the Mo~ 
f!.CY they ~ok formerly : That as MoloH'es was a bulky 
C9mmodity~ it would not be eafy to run them into any of 
our Northern~Colonies, fo that the French would be laid un• 
4~r . .an abfolute Neceffity of manufacturing them into Rum, 
and when manufaCtured into Rum, it would be eafy to carry 
W~ Rum~ and fell it in a Smuggling Way to our Fi1hing· 

, f.e!fels at Sea, a~d even to run !t- into every one of our CO· 
lomes, on the Contment of Amenca: That the Sea-Coafts be
~,iging to us. in that P"'rt of the World were of fuc.h a vaft 
~xtent, .~nd fa many little Harbours and Creeks to be every 
1yhere met wit.h, the Roads fo little fr~uented, and the 
Towns,fo open, t~at. it would be. impoffiblc to prevent the 
~qijijini of French Rum ·on ,Shore, or die conveying it from 

• , · one 
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one Town to .another after it is landed~: .. No, not even if AM~ 5. r-.ea.u. 
w~ .fhould fend- thither the whole Army ~f Excife-O~eers ~ 
wn1ch we have here·· at home; the fene!l"mg them th1ther 
might, indeed, add a good deal to our Happinefs in thts 
Country, but all of them together could be of oo Service 
for fuch a Purpofe in that Country: That as to the laying a 
Duty both on foreign Rum and Moloffes, he would not be 
altogether againft it, but then it ought to be only a fmall 
Duty, for the fake of giving an Advantage to t>ur own Su.. 
gar·Colonies in that Refpetl, not fuch an high Duty as wa'S 
in a manner equal to a Prohibition; for that was really grant-
i.ng a .Monopoly to ourSugar·lllands, with refpea to a Comm~ 
dity that is abfolutely neceff'ary for our Northern-Colonies, 
both in their FHhing-Trade and in their Trade with the na .. 
tive Indians ; and as the French were our Rivals likewife ift 
both thofe Trades, we were about giving them a certain A.J. 
vantage as to thefe Trades, an.d that without doing them any 
Harm as to their Sugar-Trade ; (or if they fold' Sugar and 
Rum cheaper than our ,Colonies did, they weuld have Vend 
enough for all they could make ; they would have a ftolen 
Market for it in the Britifh Dominions, and an open Mar-
ket in all other Parts of the World. • To this Cofort-el Bla.. Col. Bladen. 

den anfwer'd, 'That he had often heard our Anny o£ E::r. 
cife-Officers fet in a very terrible Light, and reprefenttd as ' 
of the moll: dangerous Confeq.uence to the Liberties of the 
Nation, but now he heard it urged that t11is whole Al'--
my would not be able to reduce our Northem.Colonies; 
and he was fure, if they were not, there was no F~ar of 
their being able to reduce this Nation : But without fend-
ing any of that Army to America, he hoped there woald 
be no fuch Thing as Smuggling in that Part of the World ; 
it was to prevent fuch a pernicious Prafl:ice, that he pro .. 
pofed only laying a Duty on foreign Rum; he did not pro-
pofe a Prohibition, and the Duty he had propofed was no 
higher:o than what was abfolutely neceff'ary for putting our 
own Sugar-Iflands on an equal Foot with the French.' Sir Sir J. &rn&r.t. 

John Barnard reply'd, 'That he had faid, that our whole 
Army of Excifemen would not be able to prev~t the Run· 
ning of French Rum in that Country ; he did not talk of 
reducing the Country:o he had not (o much as mentioned the 
Word, but he believed it would be much eafier to reduce 
the Country, than to prevent the Running of French Runt 
in it, in cafe what was then propofed fhould take Effect: 
That if the Gentleman really meant to prevent Running, he 
was very unfortunate in what he had propofed, for he had 
propofed the only Method that could be thought on, for 
fetting up and encouraging the Smuggling-Trade ; which 
was that of l~ying on a high Duty, equal to, if not above, the 

N n : firft 
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Anno 6. Gee. n. lirll Price of the Commodity upon which it was laid. Then 
~ the Cl!!eftioft being put» the fhree foregoing Motions were le~ 

verally agreed to without any Divilion. After this, the twe 
following Motions were agreed to without fl.ny Oppofiti
on, I. ' That all the Duties charged on the Importation of 
all Sugars and Paneels of the Growth, Product and Manu
facture of his Majelly's Colonies and Plantations in Ame
rica, into Great Britain, be drawn back on Exportation of 
the fame.' II. ' That a Drawback or Allowance of z 1. 

til~ ltcfolations re· ptr Hundred Weight on all Sugars, refined in and exported 
t:i!;oT~~r- from Great Britain, be paid on the. Exportation thereof, 

over and above all Drawbacks or Bounties now payable there-
6ir J. Barnard, on, • This laft Refolution was feconded by Sir John Bar~ 

nard, who faid, ' That he would agree to that as well as 
the other Refolution with all his Heart, for that the two latl 
were the only Refolutions they had come to, which, in his 
Opinion, would be of any real Ufe to our Sugar-Colonies ; 
and particularly the lafi: Refolution he was glad to fee mov. 
ed, becaufe he hoped it would make them think of fome 
other Things relating to our Trade, which flood in need of 
fome fuch Redrefs from Parliament: That there were feveral 
foreign Materials imported into this :kingdom, liable to Du
ties on Importation, which Duties were drawn back, if the 
Materials were again exported in the fame Shape ; but if rna~ 
nufaetured and made more valuable by the Labour of our 
own People, neither the Merchant nor the ManufaB:urer could 
draw back the Duties, even though they fhould afterwards 
export the fame, and could iliew that this Manufa8.ure was 
made of Materials that had paid a Duty on Importation ; 
and would have had a Drawback on Exportation, if they 
had been carried out rough as they were brought in : That 
this was a fcandalous Overlight wJ1en thefe Duties were firft 
impofed, but it was much more fcandalous that in fo long 
a Time this Overlight had never been amended : That 
there were feveral Examples of this Overfight could be given. 
but he would then only mention the Duties on foreign 
Hemp, Flax, Cordage, &c. which were drawn back if the 
Goods fhould be exported in the fame ~ondition they were 
imported : But if thefe very Goods lhou)d, by the Labour 
and Induftry of our own People, be manufactured into Cables, 
Ropes, and other Tackle for Shipping, and then exported, 
the Exporter could not have any Drawback : That this 
was a great Lofs to that Branch of our Trade, which was a 
very confiderable Branch, but would be much more conlide
rable if it were not for -\his Hardfhip it laboured under.~ 

Thefe Refolutions being all agreed to as above recited,. 
A llill pai>"ed 'rt a Bill was ordered to be brought in pur(uant thereto, which 
J>a•lu.,llu: I hereof. af;erwards paJTed into a Law. 

The 
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The. fame Day the Penfion Bill was read the tllird Time Anno 6. Geo.u. 

and pafs'd ; and Mr Sandys was ordered to carry it up to ~ 
the Haufe of Lords, where it ~et with the fame Fate as in The Penfion-Bm 

the two laft Seffions. ;:affes the ~m-. 
• • • mon"> and 1s ag.am 

Feh. 2 3. The Houfe refodlv,d r. 1 tfelf mftoWa Comnuttee of t'!J~ the Houfc of 
the whole Haufe, to confi er 1arther o ays and Means 
for raifing the Supply; the Account of the Motley then 
remaining in the Exchequer, and of the Produce of the Sink-
ing-Fund difpofable by Parliament, having with others been 
referred to the faid Committee, Sir Robert Walpole ftood Sir. R. WaliiOle'• 

d r: k .t:: ]l Motion for ii'ruin~ \lp, an 1pa e as JO OWS j 500,000 I. out of 
Sir the Sinking-FuM. 

, for the Senoice rlf 
' In the laft Seffion of Parliament, this Haufe came to a the Yeaf '7U. 

Refolut¥>n, which, in my Opinion, was a good and moft 
reafonab1e Refolution ; and that was to eafe the Landed Inte
reil of one Shilling in the Pound upon the Land-Tax, by 
granting in Lieu thereof, a Duty on Salt for three Years. 
[ 8ee p. 236] By this the Landed Intereft, which has for fo 
many Years borne fo great a Share of the Publick Expence,. 
has in this laft Year found a moil: fenfible Eafe ; and if any 
Method can be fallen on for continuing this Eafe to them, 
fuch Method ought certainly to be followed. As I had, 
)aft Sefiion of Parliament, the Honour of moving for that Re
folution, the Approbation I then met with encourages me 
now to offer to your Confideration another Motion, which 
I hope will be equally agreeable, and that is,, that it may 
be refolved, ' That it is the Opinion of this Committee,. 
that towards raifing the Supply gra'rated to his Maje.fiy, there 
be iffued and applyed the Sum of soo,ooo 1. out of fuch 
Monies as have arifen from the Surpluffes, Exce1fes, or O
verplus Money, commonly called the Sinking·Fund, over 
and above what hath been applyed to the Payment of one 
Million, towards difcharging the National Debt, purfuant 
to an Act of the laft Seilion of Parliament. • This Motion, 
I hope, will meet with the Approbation of this Haufe ; for
it has always been my Opinion, and I believe it will be 
granted by every Man, that the Publick Expence ought al
ways to be raifed according to that Method, which is the 
leaft burthenfome to the People: By this Method we fhall 
provide for a great Part of the current Service of the Year, 
without laying any Burthen whatever on the People, and 
without doing Injuftice to any Man, or to any Set of Men; 
The Cafe of the Creditors of the Publick is now very mucb 
altered from what it was ; the Competition among them is 
not now which of them fhall 1Je firft paid, but which of 
them Jhall be the laft to be paid ; and therefore Gentlemen 
need not now apprehend, that any of the publick Creditors 
will look upon the Houfe~5 azreeini to 'his Motion as an 

lnjuftic~ 



( :16 ) 
Anne 6. c>-o. n. Injullie% ··®ae them, or as any Hardlhip pat upoa them; 
~ on the contrary, they will look upon it as a Favour, anci 

would be glad th2.t a. much larger Part of that Fund were 
to be apply'd in the fame Manner. This Motion ought 
the rather to be agreed to, more efpecially by thofe who 
llave a Regard for the Landed-Interefr, bec.aufe we catl 

thereby continue to the Landed-Gentlemen that Eafe which 
we granted them !aft Year ; whereas if this Motion lhall 
appear not to be agreeable to the Committee, then I, or 
fome other Member of this Haufe, mull move for a 
Land-Tax of Two Shillings in the Pound, there not be-

'Dc:l!W thereon. ing, fo far as I know, any other Way or Means left of pro.. 
' · · viding for the current Service of the Year. • 

This Motion occaflon.ed a long Debate, and Mr William 
P.rr w. Pllltcru:y. Pulteney hereupon made the followiug Speech : 

Sir, 
' Though I was aware of the MotioR now made by the 

llonourable Gentleman fitting near me, yet I W¥ in Hopes 
that what he has now moved for, was not all he was to open 
this Day to the Committee we are now in i and therefore I 
Jhall conclwle with a Motion of a dilferent Kind from what 
the Gendeman has been pleafed. to make to us. But, Sir, 
there is another Thing, a very terrible Affair impending ! 
A monftrous ProjeCt ! Yea, more monlirous than has ever 
yet been reprefented.' It is fuch a ProjeB:, as has ftruckTer
ror into the Minds of moil Gentlemen wlthin.this Haufe, 
and into the Minds of al1 Men without Doors, \\'ho have 
any Regard to the Happinefs or the Conftitotion of their 
Colltltry, I mean, Sir, that Montl:er, the Excife ! That 
Plan of Arbitrary Power, which is expeaed. to be laid be
iJre this Houfe in the prefent Seffions of. Parliament. This, 
I fay, is expetled, and therctrore I am for having the Whole 
of that Gentleman's Defigns laid before this Committee at 
eMC, and a fufficient Time given for us to c.onuder the 
Whole, before we come to a Refolution on any Part .... 

' Of late Years Gentlemen have been led, I do not know 
how, into a new Method of proceeding in Parliament, a 
Method very different from what our Anceftors did always 
cbferve. In former Times, the general or particular~ 
nnc~s were firft examined, confider'd, and redrefs'd in Par
liament, before they onter'a upon the granting of any Sup-'
plies ; but Jately we havo been led into a Method of grant
ing all the Money neceffary for the Publick Service, arnon' 
.the firft: Things we do. The Malt-Tax Bill, the Land-Tas 
Bill, and f uch Bill,, are now in eyery Seffion the 6rft Thinp 
that appear upon the Journali of this Houfe; and when thefe 
Thing5 are finifhed. the Gentlemen in the Adminiilra.tion 
geneulfy look on tho wbole Bufinefs of the SaKlon to be over. 

if 
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If this Ho11fe fhould then enter upm. any difagreeable f•- Anmnt ~ct. n. 
quiries into Grievances, we might tlten perhaps be told, that ~ 
the Seafon was too far fpent ; that it was nece'ifar-y far· Gen-
tlemen to return- home to mind their private Affairs ; we 
might probably be obliged to defer to another Sefiion, what 
the Welfare of this N arion required to be determined in the 
prefent. I hope Gentlemen will confider this, and that they 
will again begin to follow the wife Method obfenred by our 
Anceilors, and keep fome Security in our own Hands fur 
our Sitting, 'till we have heard and redreffed all the Gri~ 
vances of our Fellow-SubjeB:s. There are feveral Thin~ 
which we ought to examine into, before this Seffion fhall be 
concluded. Does not every Gentleman know 1 Does not 
every Gentleman expea that there is an Application to be 
made to us from the South-Sea Company ? That Company 
has now mad~ Choice of a Set of honefi: Proprietors to be the 
Din:flors of thdr Affairs ; they are inquiring into the 
State of that Company .. s Affairs, and they mtift inquire into 
the Management of their Affairs for fome Time· paft : Iu 
both thefe they will ftand in need of a farliamentary Relief, 
and in both it ought. to be gnnted them. 

' The honourable Gentleman addrefi"es himfelfin a very 
particular Manner to the Landed Inter•il ; I hope every 
Gentleman in this Houfe has- a Regard for the Landed' In· 
tereft ; but I hope the Landed Gentlemen of this Hoofe are 
not to be bully'd into any Minifierial Jobs, by telling them, 
that if they do not agree to fuch a Motion, a Land-Tax of 
Two Shillings in the Pound mull: be moved for. I hope, 
Sir, the Landed Gentlemen will never be induced to confent 
to any· Thing that. may undo the Nation, and overturn the 
Conftitution for fo fmall a Bribe, fo trilling a Confideration, 
as that of being free from the Payment of One Shilling in the 
Pound Land-Tax, and for one Year only. The Landed 
Gentlemen of this Nation have often vemur'd their All in 
their Country's Caufe; and it is an Indignity offer'd to them, 
to imagine, that paying or not paying fuch a Trifle as One 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, will be of any Weight with 
them, when it comes in Competition with the W elhre ani 
Happinefs of their Country. 

' The Sinking-Fund, that facred Depofit for extingu.i~g 
the Debts and abolHhing the Taxes, which lie fo heavy on 
the Trade and the People of this Nation, ought never to be 
touched ; no Confideration whatever ought to prevail with 
us to convert that Fund to any Ufe, but that fpr which it was 
originally defign'd. It has of late been too· often robb'd ; I 
beg Pardon, Sir, Robbing is a harfh Word, I will not fay 
robbed ; but I muft fzy, that upon feveral OcCafions there 
have bm confidcrablc Su~1u fnipped~away.from it: Upoa 
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the Demife of his late Majefty, a large Sum was tak~n 
from the Sinking-Fund, and apply'd to the Civil-Lift: By 
the taking ofF the Salt-Duty, another large Yearly Sum was 
taken away from that Fund; and the People are now again 
charged with that Duty, but no Reftitution has been made 
to the Sinking-Fun~. Thus, Sir~ there has been already 
a very large Sum taken from i_t at feveral Times~ and now it 
is propofed to fnip off it 50o,ooo 1. at once. At this Ratej 
the Pwple of this Nation muft for ever groan under the 
Load of Taxes they are now fubjet\: to ; and our Trade, as 
long as we have any left, muJ;l: labour under the Difficulties 
and Difcouragements it is now expofed to. Is this confiftent 
with the Welfare or Happine[s of the Nation? Is this the 
Method by which the Landed-Gentlemen are to be ea[ed of 
One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax ? 

' The honourable Gentleman }Jas been called, and once had 
the Vanity to call himfelf, the Father of the Sinking-FundJ 
but if Solomon's Judgment was right, he who is thus for 
fplitting and dividing the Child can never be deemed to be 
the true Father. He may claim, and I £hall allow him the 
Honour of being the Father of two othe.r Children lately 
brought forth in this Nation, a Standing-Army, and an Excife 1 
but as for the Sinking-Fund, he feems now to renounce aU 
Pretences of being the Father thereof. I fllall not now enter 
farther into the Merits of the Motion that the honourable 
Gentleman has been pleafed to make, becaufe I hope a pro
per Time will be allow'd for Gentlemen to confider of a 
~eftion of fo great Confequence ; and therefore I fhall con· 
elude with a Motion for the Chairman to leave the Chair.• 

Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ftoodup a&ain, and made 
the fo11owing Reply. 

Sir, 
' As for the Gentleman's faying, that 1 had once the 

Vanity of calling myfdf the Father of the Sinking-Fund, 
I muft fay, that whether I was vain of being thought fo or 
no, I remember a Time when the eftablifhing that Fund was 
treated as a rnonftrous Projet't, and then I was obliged to 
father it ; but no fooner was it found out to be a good and a 
right Thing, and a Project that was both feafible and agree· 
able to the lntereft of this Nation, but other Gentlemen 
endeavoured to rob the real Father, whoever he was, of the 
Glory of being the Father of that Child. As for the other 
monftrou5 ProjeCl: fo much talk'd of, which fome Gentlemen 
now endeavour to 1hew in fo terrible a Light, I dou~t not 
but that in a little Time it will appear in a quite different 
Shape to the impartial and unprejudiced Part of the Nation.: 
Let it be what it will, I am refolved to propofe it ; and 1f 
I have but a very little Time, I fualllay it before you for 

your 
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}'our Confideration : I have no Doubt, but that upon a Anno 8. cto..u, 
thorough Examination, it will be found to be for the general ~ 
Intereft of the Nation, and for the Advantage of every fair 
Trader in particular ; and this I am fo much convinced of, 
that I believe I may live to have it told me, that I was not 
the Father of it, but that other People had thought of it before 
me. I never as yet was inc] ined to do that which I thought was 
ill; I am afraid ot doing fo ; but I never iliall be afraid of 
doing well ; I never fhall be afraid of doing Good, either to 
my Country, or to private Men, fo far as is conftftent with 
the Interefi: of my Country. As for the Sums which have 
been taken from the Sinking Fund, and added to the Civil-Lift, 
they were not taken from it by me, they were taken from it by • 
the Authority of this Eoufe ; I was only one of thofe who 
c~nfented to ·it; and particularJy as to the Sum which was 
t~ken from the Sinking-Fund upon the Demife of the late 
King, and given to the Civil-Lift, the honourable Gentleman, 
who fits near me, agreed to it as we11 as I did ; both of us 
did agree to it, but our Motives for agreeing were perhaps 
very d~rent. . 

'The Sinking Fund was e!lablifued for the Payment of the 
Debts of the Nation, but ftill it was left fubject to the Dif.. 
pofal of Parliament; if upon any Occafion · it fhall appear 
that a Part of it may be more properly applied to fome other 
Ufe, the LegiOature has certainly a Power to apply it in 
that Manner, which they 1hall judge to be moil for the Pub· 
lick Good, and for the lntereft of the Nation in general. 
This is the proper ~eftion now under our Confideration J 
we are now to determine, Whether the Sum of 50o,ooo I. 
fhall be apply'd this Year towards the Eafe of the Landed 
Intereil:, where it is very much wanted, where it is abfolute
ly necefi'ary to give fome Relief; or if the whole fuall be 
this Year applied towards the Payment of the publick Cre
ditors, who fland in no need of fuch Payment, who do not fo 
much as wifh or defire it. This is the plain State of the 
~eftion ; and I could hardly have expeCl:ed that this would 
)lave flood a Debate.' 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next. Sir J. Barnard, 

Sir, 
c As to the :ProjeEt, which the honourable Gent1eman on 

the Floor feems to be afraid of being robb'd of the Glory 
of, I believe he may be very eafy in that Refpea ; for what
ever he has met with in other Cafes, he need not be under 
any Apprehenfions as to this ; for my Part, I am fo far from 
believing that, when it appears in Publick, it will procure
either Honour or Glory to the firft Projeflor, whoever he 
be, that I am firmly convin.ced it will turn out to his eternal 
S.hame and Difhonour; and that the more the Projefl is ex· 
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Anno"· Geo. u. amin'd and the Confequences thereof confider'd, the more 
~ the Pr~jellor will be hated and defpifed. 

'But as to the ~eilion now before us, it affords me a moft 
melancholy Conftderation; I own that the Landed Intereft, 
as well ::ts every other Intereft, !lands very much in need of 
Relief; I allow that, by what the Gentleman now propofes, 
the L;mded Intereft may meet with tome immediate Eafe ; 
and I will likewife· eafily grant, that it may, in our prefent 
Circum!lances, be agreeable to the Creditors of the Publick ; 
but while I have the Honour to be a Member of this Haufe, 
I am not to confider the immediate Eafe of the Landed-In
tereil in particular, nor the prefent Pleafure of the Publick 

• Creditors ; I am to confider the Welfare of the Nation in 
general, both as to the prefent and as to future Times ; and 
as I am convinced that what is now propofed will, in.the 
]ong Run, be contrary to the Intereil of the Nation in ge
neral, I therefore mull give my Diifent thereto. 

' In all Affairs which come before this Houfe, we are to 
have a d•1e Regard to Pofterity ; we are in Honour and Du
ty bound to confider the future Happinefs of the Nation, as 
well as the prefcnt ; and the ~efl:ion now before us is, 
Whether we thall give a prefent Eafe to the Landed-Interefl: 
of One_ Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, by unjulUy load~ 
ing our Pofterity with the Payment of soo,ooo I. and the 
Intereft thereof from this prefent Year? Or, wkether we ihaU 
continue to pay the One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, 
and thereby free the Nation of a Debt of soo~ooo l. and 
ourfelves and our Pofterity of a new Debt of 2o,ooo 1. which 
muft be yearly incurred by this Nation, for the Payment of 
the Intereft upon that Debt, 'till th~ principal Sum be fatif· 
fy'd and paid. This is the ~eftion before us, and every 
Man, who has a Regard to Polterity or to the future Hap
pinefs of his native Country, muft eafily determine what 
Side he is to take : This is the Light it ought to be con
ftdered in ; and whoever confiders it in this Light, muft. 
conclude, that what is propofed is robbing our Pofterity 
of soo,ooo 1. and the growing Intereft thereof, for the fake of 
a trifling prefent Eafe to ourfelves. If the !-anded-Intereft, or 
:my lntereft, could be relieved by reducing the PubJick Ex~ 
pence, it would redound to the Glory of him who had the 
Honour of being the Author thereof; but to eafe ourfelves 
by loading our Pofterity, is a poor temporary Expedient of 
fhort·fighted or fel:-interefted Politicians ; and the Author of 
fuch an -Expedient muil: expeft the Curfes of Pofleriry, and 
can never expect prefent Thanks from any, but fuch as are 
as lhort-:fighted or as felf-interefled as himfelf. . 

· I hope I fhall not now be taxed with aWefling, Popularity, 
or with fpeaking- Provintially.. or as a Member for the Ciry 
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of London as I have often been upon other Occaftons · for Anno 6 Geo. H · 

' ' 1'7J1.·B· 
as to the prefent ~eftion, I confider it entirely in a N:.tional ~ 
View. As a Member of this Haufe, I fhaU always look upon 
myfelf as one of' the Reprerentatives of the People of Great 
Britain, and I hope e_very G~ntleman, who has the Honour 
of being a Member of this Houle, will always do the fame. 
I hope it will never be in the Power of any Man, to make 
the Landed-:lntereft range themfelves in Oppofition to the 
Trading-Imereft of this Nation ; hut if ever fuch a wicked 
Defign fuould take E&ea, if the Members of this Houfe 
fhould ever be brought to talk and to vote Provincial1y, cr 
as Members for Cities or Boroughs, or Members for Coua-
ties ; if the former were to join together 2gainft the latter, ;t 
it is eafy to determine on w:hich Side the Majority would 
be. The honourable Gentleman, who made the Motion, now 
feems to ailll. at the AlfeB:ation of Popularity among the 
Landed.Gentlemen of this Kingdom ; this I am really far-
prized at, confidering how often he has taxed me, and other 
Members of this Houie, with the Affectation of Popularity, 
as a moft heinous Crime. 
~The Creditors of the Publkk are, perhaps~ at prefent un

willing to be paid off', becaufe they have a gre:'l.ter Intereft 
for their Money from the Publick, than they can have any 
where elCe ; this is one Reafon, but not the principal Rea· 
fon for it; for the chief Reafon is, the Method and Manner 
<lf paying them. If .a confi.derable Part of their Debts were 
to be paid at once, and a reafonable Notice given to them 
of fuch Payments being to be made, they could then make 
fuch an Arrangement of their Affairs, as to difpofe of their 
.Money to as good an Advantage for themfelves, and much 
more to the Advantage of the Trade of this Nation : But in 
the prefent Method of paying them, the P~yments are fo 
fmall, and the Warning fo iliort, that many of them do not 
well know how t{) difpofe of the fmall Sums they receive, 
and therefore they are unwilling to receive any in that Man· 
ner : However, let their Inclinations be how they pleafe, it 
is certainly the Intereft of the Nat_ion to have them all paid 
off, the fooner it is done, the happier it will be for the Na
tion ; and therefore no Part of what is appropriated t{) their 
Payment ought to be converted to any other U fe : Their 
Unwillingnefs to receive Payment, is fo far from being an 
Argument againft paying them, that on the contrary it fhews 
that they have a better Bargain from the Publick, than they 
can in the fame \Vay have from any other Perfon; and there· 
fore if it were poffible to borrow Money at a lower lntereft, 
if it were poffible to add to the Sinking~Fund, the Publick 
ought certainly to do it, in order to pay off thofe who are 
now C1editors .of the Publick at fo high a yearly Interefi:. 

0 o z 'l hope 
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AMo 6. Ceo. u. ' I hope it will be thought that I am fincere in what I 
~ fay, fince I am in every Refpetl talking againfi: my own 

private Intereft; I have a Part of my Eftate in Land, other
wife I could not have a Seat in this Houfe ; and as a Land
holder, I ought, if I conftdered my. own private lntereft, 
to be for the reducing of the Land-Tax. I have another 
Part of my Eftate in the Publick Funds ; and confequently 
I ought to be as fond as other Men of not being paid off. 
and ofhaving as high an lntereft as I can pofiibly get from 
the Publick ; and the remaining Part of .my Eftate I have 
in Trade, as to which alfo I fpeak: againft my own Interefl ; 
for as a Trader I ought to be againft the paying off of the 
Publick Funds, becaufe the Intereft of Money will be there
by reduced. Though it may feem a Paradox, yet it is 
certain, that the higher the lntereft of Money is in .any 
Country the greater Profit the private Trader will always 
make ; fur in a Country where the Intereft of Money is high, 
the Traders will be but few, the general Stock in Trade 
will be but fmall, but every Man, who is a Trader, muft 
make a great Profit ofwhat Money he has in Trade.' 

Mr DAAVCJf. Then Mr Danvers, Member for Bramber, ftood up in Be-
half of the Motion made by Sir Robert Walpo1e, and faid, 
• That he was fo far from feeing the leaft Inconvenience in 
what. that honourable Member had propofed ; that confi
dering how little Occafion there was for paying off any of 
the Publick Debts, he was furprized at his Modefty in asking 
fo litde from the Sinking-Fund; That had he asked the 
whole, it would have been but reafonab1e to have given it, 
Iince it is for the Support of a Government, under 
which we enjoy fo many Blefiings : That the Landed-Gen
tlemen bore the greateft Share of the late War, by which 
all thofe Funds were created, out of which the Plumb-Men 
of the City of London have made moll of their Eftates ~ 
That the Landed-Intereft having thus laboured long under 
the greateft Diftrefs, they ought to embrace every Oppor
tunity to give it fome Relief.' 

~:r w. Wyll4ha.m. Then Sir William Wyndham fpoke againft the Motion: 
Sir, 

' Though I have the Honour to fit in this Houfe as a 
Knight of a Shire, yet ·I look on myfeJf as one of the Re
prefentatives of the whole Body of the People of E'lgland ; 
and therefore I thall never endeavour to find out a Dif
tinB.ion, between the Intereft of the Landed-Gentlemen and 
that of the Nation in general; fuch Endeavours I know to 
be vain, and whoever does endeavour it, will foon find him
felf dif:tppointed in his Defign. I know that ftnce laft Sef
fion of ParliamCI'I.t, it has been moft indu1lrioufly given a
bollt in the Coun~y ~ which I· have the Honour to teprefent, 

'0 Gen-. 
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• 0 Gentlemen ~ Th~ Knight of your Shire was againft eafmg Anno tt Ceo.IL 
' you of One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax., Whether this ._.~·~ sui 
was done with a Defign to do me Service or Diifervice, I ~ 
fuall not determine ; but if it was done with Defign to do me 
a DHfervice, I iliall leave tbofe who did it to brag of their 
Succefs. For my own Part, I am fo confcious that my Be-
haviour in that Affair laft Seflion of Parliament was right, 
that were I to p,lead Merit with my Con.fiituents upon any 
one Vote I ever gave in this Houfe, it would be upon my 
way of voting in that very Affair ; for I lhall always be a-
gainft facrificing the pub1ick Happinefs of the Nation, or 
the Security of our Confl:itution, to any fuch mean and for-
did Views as that of a little prefent Eafe in the Land-Tax ; 
and I hope every Landed Gentleman, whom I have the Ho-
nour to reprefent, is now and always will be of the fame 
Opinion. 

'The Sinking-Fund is a Fund I have always had the great
eft Veneration for ; I look on it as a Sacred Fund, appro
priated to the relieving the Nation from that Load Qf Debts 
and Taxes it now groans under; I take it to be fo abfolutely 
appropriated to that Ufe, that if upon any preffing and un
look'd-for Emergency, we fhould be neceifarily obliged to 
borrow a little from it, the fame with Intereft ought to be 
repaid by fome Tax to be raifed within the Year. I have~ 
indeed, been always afraid that -(orne enterprizing Minifter 
might be tempted to feize upon it, or fome Part of it, in 
Time of War; but I little dreamt of feeing any Attempts 
made upon it in a Time of the moft profound Tranquility. 
It is to me a melancholy Confideration to think of the pre
fent vaft Load of the National Debt ; a Debt of no lefs than 
forty five Mil1ions and upwards, and that all contratled fmce 
the Revolution! This muft be a. melancholy Confideration to 
every Gentleman, that has any Concern for his Country's 
Happinefs ; but if the Motion now made to us lhall be agreed 
·to, how difmal will this Confideration be render'd, when we 
refletl upon the little Appearance that there will then be of 
this Del;lt's ever being paid ? Is the publick Expence never 
to be lefi'en'd l Are the People of England always to pay 
the fame heavy and grievous Taxes? Surely, Sir, if there is 
ever a Time to be looked for of eafing the People of this 
Nation, the prefent is the Time for doing it : But when I 
reftea upon what was done }aft Seffion of Parliamen~ I am 
really afraid of propofing any Relief for the poor ManufaC
turers and Labourers of this Nation ; I do not think we can 
truft ourfe1ves. The SaJt-Duty was taken off by this Houfe, 
as a Tax the moft grievous to the Labourer and to the Poor 
of this Nation, and the Sinking-Fund was thereby diminifh .. 
cd : For the Relief of the Poor we did confent to this En-

troachmenc 
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A~~r•o 6. ~~· u. cr~m~nt on that Sacred Fund ; but that very Tax was 
~ agam laJd on, becaufe fame Gentlemell pretended to have 
· ., ·· tOund out, tb.a t the Landed Gentlemen of England were poor-

er than the Poor. At this Rate the whole Sinking-Fund may 
by Degrees be exhaull:ed, and the Poor of the Nation not 
relieved from any one TalC they nQw groan under. 

' L-ui Year the Salt-Duty was b.id on for three Years, in 
lieu of One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax for one Year, 
and this was pretended to be a Relief to the Landed Intereft; 
but it was then evidently made appear, that it was no Relief 
even to apy Landed Gentleman in England, unlefs ,he was 
a 1\fan of a plentiful Land-Efiate ; and it was then alfo made 
!lppear, that the People of the Nation were to pay above a 
Millioo, for the 5 oo,ooo 1. then faved in the Pockets of 
&he Landed Gentlemen. And now this Year the Sum of 
50o,ooo l. is to be taken from the Sinking-Fund, in lieu ~ 
One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax ; this is likewife pre
tended to be a Relief, but, upon a ftria Examination, it will 
be found to be much fuch another Relief as that of laft 
Year. We are tQ fave this Year in the Pockets of the Land
ea Gentlemen 5oo,ooo I. ht1t this Sum muft here&fter be paid 
hy the Nation fame Time or other. If it be pa.id next Year, 
we then pay 5 ~a,~.l. for it; if not 'till Two Years hence 
we pay upwaN.s of 54-o,ooo l. and if it is not paid 'till Fif
teen or Sixteen Years hence, by computing Intereft upon In~ 
tereft whi~h ip fuch Cafes muft always be done, the Nation 
•uft then pa.y above a Million for the soo,ooo 1. Eafe, now 
pretended to be given to the Landed Gentlemen. This is 
tile leaft Sum that it will coft the Nation; but if to this w~ 
add what might be faved by the abolifhing of lome of tho(e 
-Ta.xes, w~ now lie heavy upon Trade and which coft the 
Nation more in levying than the neat Produce ever amounu 
to ; then it will cq>pear, that the Nation muft be infinitely a 
peater Lofer by this Eafe now pretended to be given to th~ 
,Landed Inte;eft. Let any Landed Gentleman confider this, 
a11d at ~he fame Time let him conftder, that the Lands of 
Great Britain ftand ultimately obliged to pay all the Debt• 
we owe, in cafe our prefent Funds Owuld fail, which the.y 
may probably do by the Decay of our Tra~e, if it continQe& 
long under the Ditfi®lties it at pref4lllt labours under ; let any 
Landed Gentkanan, I fay, confl.der this ; and th•n let him 
tletennine wllcther he and his Pofterity owe Thanks to lbe 
Gentlemen, w.ho now pretend~ be fo sreat Friends to the 
Landed Interetl. 

• What un.thofe Gentlemen fay, who are tim& fot" loadi• 
Pofterity ? . Cu they imagine th~t th~re w.ill ever be a Time 
of more profound TrJnquility? Can.they imagill8 that d)are 
will ever be a le~ Occaion fur Publidt &ponce l Or can 

they 
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they imagine that our Poil:erity will be in much better Cir- Anno 6. aeo. 11. 
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we mull fhew more Regard to the Trade of the Nation than 
has been fhewn for fome Time patt; we muft think of~-
lieving the poor Tradefmen and _Manufaaurers from the: 
many and various Kinds of Taxes they now groan under ; 
and we muit avoid all Occafions of loading the Publick with 
the Payment of lntere1t, by providing wjtkin the Year fur 
the current Service of the Year: To this the Motion no'v 
made is diretlly contrary ; for the not paying oft of an old 
Debt is the fame with contraB:ing a new ; and fubje& the 
Nation to the fame Expenct! with refpett to the Payment of 
Intere.ft. But I iliallnot trouble Gentlemen any f:lrther upon 
this Subjett at pref.ent, becaufe I hope- we 1hall have another 
Day to confider of this <l!eftion ; and therefore I fhall con-
clude with feconding the Motion for the Chairman•s leaving 
the Chair.' 

Sir Wil1iam Wyndham was anfwer'd by Mr Henry Pel- M:H.Pdharu. 

ham. 
Sir~ 

' As other Gentlemen have their melancholy Cbnfidera.
tions, fo I have mine ; the moft melancholy Confideration 
I have h, that notwithilanding our having a Government, 
under which we enjoy our Laws, our Liberties, and our 
Religion, to the utmoft Extent ; yet it is abfolutely necet'far1 
to put the Nation to a very great annual Charge, in order 
to fupport that Government againft the Foreign Enemies 
of both our Confiitution and Religion, fupported and encou
raged by our Factions and Divifions at Horne: This is the 
Reafon that we cannot, by a Saving in the publick Charge,. 
give that Eafe to the Landed· Intereft, which is become ah
folutely necefi'ary to be given ; and fince we cannot, with 
any Safety to the Conftitution, or to the prefent happy 
Eftabliflunent, give that Eafe by a Saving in the publick an
nual Expence, . we muft therefore refolve to give it in that 
Manner which will be leafi: burthenfome to the People, and 
that I take to be the Method which is now propofed to us. 

' Gentlemen may talk as they pleafe of what was do~e 
in taft Seffion of Parliament, but I can fa.y that in all Places 
where I have fince been, I have had the Pleafure of receiving 
the univerfal Thanks of the People, for the Eafe then given 
to the La.nded Intereft ; and whatever Glofs may now be put 
upon tha( Am.ir, yet I know that fome Gentlemen, who 
appeared againft it, w~re heard to fay at the Time that that 
Affair was firft mention'd, ' This is a moll: damnable Pro
' jetl: f It will pleafe the Country too much, and therefore 
• we mull endeavour to render it abortive.' r will, indeed,. 
do. the ~entleme.n the JUftice to believe, that they" then fpoke 
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Almo 6. Ceo. 11. as they thought ; and they then did what they could tO 
~ prevent the Succefs of a Deftgn, by which his Majefty's 

Adminiftration has gained the Favour and the Efteem of 
the Generality of the Landholders in England. 

'" 1 have as great a Regard for Pofterity and for the fu~ 
~re Happinefs of the Nation, as any Gentleman in this 
Houfe ; and therefore I fhall never be againft any Thing, 

, that is abfolutely necefi"ary for conveying to Pofterity the 
many Bleffings we now enjoy under the prefent happy Efta~ 
lilllment. What is now propofed is not a throwing of any 
new Load upon Pofterity ; it is onlr. a difpofmg of that 
Money which always has been, and ftill is at the Difpofal of 
Parliament : We have a Right to difpofe of it, in that Manner 
which we think moft conducive to the general lntereft of 
the Nation; and what is now propofed is only an Exerci· 
fing of that Right, and thereby granting an Eafe to the moil 
opprefi'ed Part of his Majefly's Subje&, at a Time when 
there is no preffing Demand for applyingthe Money. either 
to that U fe for which it w~s at firft intended, or to any 
other Ufe whatever. This is a <l2eftion that, in my Opi
nion, requires no Time to confider of; it is granted by 
every Gentleman who has fpoke in this Debate, that the 
Creditors of the Publick do not defire to have their Money i 
and it is likewife granted that the Landed Intereft ftand in 
great Need of Relief; it cannot therefore be doubted, but 
that the Parliament may, and ought to apply at leaft a Part 
of that, which is not fa much as wilhed for by the Publick 
Creditors, to the Relief of thofe who are now in fo 1reat Dif.. 
trefs, efpecially fince no Relief can be given to them by 
any other Means; for which Reafon, I fhall be for agree• 
ing with the Motion made by the honourable Gentleman 
near me.' 

Mr Waller. Mr Waller flood up next, and fpoke againft the Motion, 
as follows: 

Sir, 
~ It is known, I believe, by every Gentleman in the 

Houfe, that Scotland pays little or no Part of what is raifcd 
for the Ufe of the Sinking-Fund, and for the fmall Part 
they do, or ought to contribute towards that FWtd, they 
have already receiv'd an Equivalent ; fo that by what is 
now propofed to us, that Part of the Nation is not to con· 
tribute a Shil1ing towards this soo,ooo I. which is to be 
apply'd for the current Service of the Year : Now, 11hould 
be glad to know, by what Article of the Union they are to 
be free from paying any Part of fo large a Sum, for the 
current Service of the Year. I find, by fame Accounts. 
call~d for, and now lying on our Table, that there bas 
been but a very·little paid by the People of that Pa.rt of 

the 
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the Iiland, towards the Support of the- Govetnmn~t 1 and I A~mll 8. ON. u. 
believe that the little that has been paid, has generally been ~ 
diftributed a way among thcmfelves, in PetrflOnt, 1.\ewards, 
and Gratuities.~ 

Mr Taylor, M.ember for Petenfield obferv'd, 'That there Mr Taylor. 

are fome People in the Nation, who tile more they owe the 
greater Advaatage they make, and the richer they grow ;

1 
fuch are the BaDken: That by the Motion made to the Houfe, 
one would imagiDe fome Gentlemen took the Cafe of the 
Nation to be the fame; but for his J'art, he colild not daink il, 
and therefore difier'd from the Motion.' 

Then the ~eftion was pat, That the Speaker lhoul4 ~~~~n'l..~:;:, 
leave the Chair ; whieh being pafs'd ia the NegatiVe, by 2-f.S ~· ~~ 
againft 135, the ~eftiOil was pot upon the firft Motion, llftd for ~S:..icc ;J 

'd "thou n· .fi A"- h.-"' . fel t..l the current Year, carry Wl t any lVl OD : n.r W JUt It was re 9 11, ~reed to in the 
without Oppo1ition, That toward& raifing t~ Supply granted ommittec. 

to his Majcfty, the Sumo( one Shilling in the Pound be laici- ~ ... slllllmld' ift-6 
, t- ...-eun vorc~ 

upon Land for the Year •73!· for the Land-Tax. 
Fe6. z6. The above llefOlatio•s or the Omlmittee were A Moti be' 

reportell to the Houfe ; and a Motion being made, lor ~grec- m&de, ;; ~~ 
· 'th h C · th ~....4 R r. L. • the r. wifh cht:C:ommitJng Wl c e ommtttee as to e Dm" e.o~.~&ttont .ame tee in the l.cfotu. 
was oppos'd by Mr Santfy<t.._ who on &hat Oc<:alion fipoke as ''?D~tatingtothc ~, SmkiD~·Fund, it 
follows : otcaiona a rrdh 

Msak ~. r pe er, 
' Notwithftandinz the long Debate that was in the Coin· Mr. S&ady•. 

nlittee upon this Refolution, yet I cannot now let it pafs 
without taking Notice of the bad Coofequences it may be 
attended with. The perpetual Method heretofore, of pro-
viding for the current Service of the Year, has beeR to grant 
annual Supplies to be raifed by Taxes which were granted 
for that :Purpofe, and confequently were granted only for 
cme Year J at the Expiration of that Year they were at an. 
~nd, and none of the Officers of the Crown durft pretend to 
levy them any longer ·on the People : It would have been 
High Treafon for any Officer to levy any fach Taxt after tho. 
&pintion of the Year for which it was granted by Parlia-
ment. By this Method our Kings have always been under a 
N eceffity of calling Parliaments frequendy ; if the King 
wanted a Supply, there was not a Tax fubftfting by Law. 
out of which he could get it, and therefore he was obliged 
~o call a Parliament to gr.mt him a new S~ply, and to 
impofe a new annual Tax for that Purpofe J of this Na• 
ture is the Land-Tax: ; it has always been one of thofe 
Taxes which were granted for the current Service of the Year. 
~d for that Reafoa has never been granted for more than 
one Year at a Time. But what are we now aboul: to do 1 
We are going to depart from this laudable Method alway• 
obterved by our .'\nceftors ; We are going to 1ive up that 

Y. e ~. U. P 1' .Tax 
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Anno 6. Geo. n. Tax which we have always in our own Hands, and which 
~ whe mafy grant or ~ot as r.wbeftfee OccTafion ; and i

1
n tfthe roMom 

t ereo we are gomg to 1U ttute a ax, or at ea a e-
thod of providing for the current Service of the Year, which 
we have not in our Power ; the Taxes by which the Sink
ing-Fund is raifed, being all granted for ever, and may be 
levied on the People without any new Authority from Parlia
ment. By this Method we clearly point out a Way, by which 
fome future ambitious Prince may provide for the current Ser
vice of the Year, without the Affiilance of Parliament ; from 
whence he may judge that Parliaments are unneceffary, 
and will certainly lay them afide as foon as he finds them 
troublefome. By thofe Taxes granted for the Sinking-Fund. 
which his Officers may levy according to the Laws in being, 
he finds himfelf provided of a Revenue {ufficient to fupport 
his Government, without the Afiiftance of Parliaments; and 
therefore he will refolve to govern without them, if they but 
once begin to thwart any of his Meafures. 

'I know it will be told me, that it would be as illegal and 
criminal, to apply the Revenue of the Sinking-Fund to the 
current Service of the Year, without the Authority of Par
liament, as it would be .to levy Taxes without any fuch Au
thority : But there is a very great Difference between the 
two Cafes; in levying a Tax contrary to Law, every Offi
cer employ'd knows that he aCts with a Rope about his 
Neck, a~d therefore it wouJd be difficult for the; moft pow
erful Prince to get Officers that would be employ "d in the 
levying fuch Taxes; whereas in levying thofe Taxes appro
priated to the Sinking-Fund, every Under-Officer all:s ac
cording to Law, there is no Man guilty of any Crime as to 
the levying of them ; there are none guilty but a few of 
the chief Officers, who agree to or connive at the Mifap· 
plication. 

' Another material DifFerence there is between thofe two 
Cafes. The levying of any Tax, contrary to Law, gives im
mediately the Alann to the who]e Nation both poor and 
rich; every Man thinks he is robb'd of his Property, if he 
is obJiged to pay the moft trifling Tax, without the Authority 
()f Parliament ; and as the ,whole People in the Natioft 
would on fuch a.n Occafion take the Alarm, fo it would be 
~afy to ftop fuch a Prince in the Beginning of his tyrannical 
Career, before he could have Time to fixhimfelfin Arbitrary 
Power. But though an ambitious Prince and his Minifters 
fllould mifapply the Produce of the $inking·Fund, by con
verting it to the current Service of the Year, the Body of the 
People would be: no ways alarmed ; they would not think 
themfelves any way hurt, becaufe they would find that they 
were not Qb:it:ed to r:1y any Taxes.J but [hofe which they 

~ll,C\V 
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knew to be- due by Law; on the contrary, they would pro- Anno 6. ceo. 11. 

bably be well pleafed with the new Sort of ~overnment, ~ 
becaufe they would Jind themfelves, for fome T1me at leaft, 
free from the Payment of thofe Taxes which had formerly 
been annually raifed by Parliament ; and thus, before the 
Body of the People could be made feniible of the Tyranny 
they were under, the Arbitrary Power of the Prince would 
be eilablifhed, and the Fetters of Slavery riveted upon the 
People. t catmot but dread the Confequences of the RefQ· 
lution now before us, and therefore I could not kt flip this 
Opportunity oP again declaring my Difi"ent to i.t.' 

Mr Shippen .then rifing up, Mr Danvers moved for clear- ~~ n~~~rir~ .. ~~~cs 
ing the Galleries of all fuE:h as were not Members, which (;~ll~;i;;, Ja11 

·being done a~~ordingly, Mr Shippen :r,nade the following St:a:~gt::s. 
Speech. Mr )l:Jip;·,u~. 

Mr Speaker, 
' T~ere wa~ no Occafion for fo great and fo!emn a Pre

paration for whatl have to fay ; but as I did not take the 
Liberty to give you any Trouble in the Committee, I wiil 
now beg Leave to fay a few Words to the Q.!;!eftion before u:;. 

' I have, in many former Debates in this Haufe, heard 
Parliamentary Faith often mention'd, and much infifted on. 
Particularly I remember, that laft Seffion o~ Parliament, 
when it was propofed that Scotland thould pay equally with 
EnglandJ towards a Duty which was then railed, or rather 
revived, and apply'd to the current S~vice of the Year, a 
certain honourable Gentleman told us, and infified much upon 
it, that it was 3: Breach of Parliamentary Faith. I wonder 
tQ fee that Gentleman, who was laft Year fo nice an Obfervcr 
of Parliamentary Faith, now fo forward for committing wl1at 
1 take to be a real Breach of Parliamentary Faith. 

'I remember the Time when the Law, which \Ve are now 
coing to br~ak through; was brought into this Haufe; I re
member that the Gentleman, who brought it in, introduced 
it with the greatdl Solemnity: He told us, that it was to be 
looked Gn as a Fundamental Law of the Realm, and that 
therefore it ,was to be always had in the greatefl: Reverence 
and Efl:eem ; that no Attempt was ever to be made for eu
c~oaching upon or altering it; that it was a Law which was 
always to be deemed facred ; and that the Surplufes or Ex· 
cetfes of the Funds thereby ~ilablifued were always to be 
religioufly pieferved, and appropriated to the paying' off the 
Debts of tlie Nation. He then faid, That it Wag upon the 
ftritl: and religious Obfervahce of this Law, that the Credit 
and the fJJ.turo Happinefs and Glory of this Nation entirt;Iy 
depended; and in purfuance of what he faid, the Words of 
the Law were made very plain and exprefs, "That aU the Ex· 
'ceJrca and Surp1ufes dlere mention'd, 1hould be "-PFropriated 
- · · · · P p z l. to 
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AnDo 6. ceo. u. ' to the difcharaoing the Principal ,and Intereft offucll National 

•?J:r.·n. o·. 
~ 'Debts,asweremcurred before the zsthofDecem.ber 1716, 

'and were declared to be Natwnal Debts. and not provided. 
• for by Parliament, in fuch Manner as ihould be direaed by 
• any future Atl, and to or for no other Ufe whatever.~ 

Thefe are the Words of that Law, and by thefe Words 
it is plain, that the Sinking-Fund is not abfolutely at the 
Difpofal of Parliament; the Parliament may diret\: what 
Debts are to be paid off, but t~ Parliament cannot. ditea 
thofe Surplufes and Exceffes to any other Ufe befides that of 
paying the National Debts before the Year 1716, without 
repealing that Law ; and as all the Public:k Creditors have 
as lnuch a Right to have their Principal paid as their Inte
reft, we certainly cannot divert that Fund which is appro
priated for the P~yment of their Principal, without their 
Confent, no more than we can divert thofe Funds which are 
appropriated towards the Payment of their Intere1l ; it is a 
.Breach of Parliamentary Faitlt. in the one Cafe as well as in 
the other. It is to be prefwned, that it was upon the Faith 
of this Law, that fo many became foon afterwards Purchafers 
of our publick Funds, by which we have fince been enabled 
to reduce the Intereft payable upon them, and have thereby 
confiderably -increafed this fame Sinking-Fund ; and can it 
be faid, that Parliamentary Faith is obferved towards thofe 
Purchafers. if without their Confent that Law be broke 
through, which was the grcateft, perhaps the only Tempta
tion for them to purchafe l 

~ I am really furprized to hear Gentlemen argue as they 
do upon the prefent Subjetl ; · but I remember that the Au
thor of, or at leaft he who brought in that Law, was a 
Country-Gentleman, and therefore 1 do not at all wonder ta 
fee ~ Minifter of State endeavour to tear down any Monu
ment, that was ereaed by a Country-Gtlltleman; but I wouJi 
have Gentlemen reRea, that he that puns down a Monu· 
ment of Glory, eretls thereby to himfelf a Monument of 
lnf.uny. For my Part, I have always been a Country
Gentleman in this Houfe: I am afraia, afraid I ought not 
to fay, for I defire to continue a!t'ays to be a Country-Gen
tleman ; and therefore I am for preferving entire aad invio
lated this Monument of Glory, which was ereCted by an 
honeR: Country-Gentleman ; and for this .R.eafon I cannot 
agree with the Committee in the Refolution aow before gs.' 

S.ir w. y 01110, Sir William Yonge fpoke next: 
Mr Speaker, 

• As we had the Sentiments of moft Gentlemen on tht 
Subjca 11ow before us when in the Committee, I was iD 
Hopes th.at the Refolution would now have been agre~ to 
without any fardler Debatf_, bul I nnd it is otherwife. All 

· ~ ~- - - - · · · · - · -· .. honourable 
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lldtlourahle Gentleman over the way pretelldl to be in great Armo ~. teo. tf. 
Fear, and to dread dangerous C011fequences from this Refu.. l7'J&·n· 
lution ; but how he or any other Gentleman can be at pre-~ 
fent under any fuch ApprehenlioD, I cannot comprehend ; 
there cannot be the leaft Reafon, or fo much as any Colour 
of Reafon for fuch, as long as the prefent Royal Family 
poffe1fes the Throne of thefe Kintdoms; it can never be 
fufpeaed that his prefent Majefty, or any of his illuftrioua 
Family, will ever think Parliaments Dfelefs, or make any At-
tempt for laying them afide; fuch a Thing might, indeed, 
Yery probably happen, if by a Revolution, a Revolution I 
fay for I fhall never give it the Name of a Reftoration, the 
Pretender to his Majeftis Crown, or any of his Defcendeats, 
fhould get the Potfefiiort of the Throue ; the Creditors of the 
Publkk might then, indeed, defpaw of ever .having either 
their Principal or their Interetl:; they would then be told that 
none of the publick Debts ought to be paid, becaufe they 
were all ~contraCted without any legal Authority, and fur 
keeping the rightful Heir from the Crown : Parliamentary 
Faith would then, indeed, be laughed at, and thofe Taxes, 
which are now appropriated and faithfully apply'd to the 
Paymen.t of the· pub1ick Creditors, would then be all at once 
converted to the Support of Tyranny-and Arbitrary Power. 

' This would certainly be the fatal C-onfequcoces of foclt an 
unhappy Revolution ; but how invidious is it fo much as 
to fufpea any fuch .Delign in his Majefty, or any of his Fa
mily who &all fucceed to the Crown ; their Title, their 
Right to the Cnnvn, flows from the Authority of Par
liament, ud entirely depends upon the Prefervation of our 
ptefent happy Conftitution ; now then can it be fttppofed 
that they will dellroy Parlictments, fince b1 the Deitruc
tion of them, they· wonld certainly deftroy themfelve5 ? 
But I find thofe groundlefs Jealoufies and Fears are pte· 
tended not only in. this Hou:fe, but they are indufirioufly 
jpread through all Parts of the Nation ; for I .had myfelf a 
!.etter lately from the Corporation I have the Honour to re
prefent, de.firing me not to confent to any Extmfien of the 
!:xcife-Laws, becanfe our Parliaments would he thereby 
render'd ufelefs : This Letter came to me by the Pot\, but 
by whom it was wrote I do not know; however, from thence 
l conclude, that it has been repre.fented to the People i-n that 
Country, that if a certain Sc:heme now upon the Anvil fuoukl 
fuccecd,. Parliaments would be render'd qaite ufelefs, and 
would be laid afide. The vulgM" and the ignorant People 
may be pofi"eff'ed with fuch F-ears; fuch Pretetl'Ccs may he 
made &Ue of among them, but I little expefled to have heard 
:m:y fuch Arguments made ufe of in this Haute. 

• I aJn, in4;ed, furprized to hear ic fo muth as infmuated 
" · · - that 



( 302 ) 

Anno a. Ceo. u. that the ptefent Refolution is any Breach of ParliatnentaT}' 
~ Faith, or that the publick Creditors have a Right to demand,

that no Part of the Sinking Fund can be app)y'd to any Thing 
but to their Payment. The Cafe of the Sinking. Fund is 
very different from thofa Taxes .which are appropriated to~ 
wards the Payment of their Intereft : It was upon the Faith 
ofthis !aft Appropriation; that they lent their Money, and 
therefore they callllot be diverted to any other Ufe without 
their Confent; but the Sinking-Fund was eftablillied long. 
after, there was no Money lent to the Publick by any Man 
upon the Faith of that Fund; and therefore it is entirely at 
the Difpofal of Parliament ; the Legjfiature may convert it 
to any Ufe they pleafe, without the Confent of any Man, or 
of any Body of Men ; as to the Difpofal thereof, we are un
der no Reftraint but that of the Publick Good ; and as I am 
convinced that what is propQfed by this Refolution is the heft 
Thing we can do for the Publick G_ood, therefore I fhall be 
for agreeing with our Committee.• 

Nr w. Pulteney, To .. this Mr William Pulteney .replied; 
Mr Speaker• . . 

' The Fear~, which my honour?.ble Friend has exprefi'ed, 
are moil: juft and reafonable, however ground]efs they may 
at prefent appear to the Gentleman who fpoke laft. His 
prefent Majefty is known to u~, we know that all his Defigns 
are j uil: and. honourable, and we know that he will not allow 
himfelf to be milled by any guilty Minifier ; he is too good 
to think of tramp]ing upon the Rights and Liberties of the 
Subjett, for the Sake of prot1cting any high Criminal what .. 
ever: But we cannot certainly know what.is to happen here
after ; we cannot depend on the Difpofitions, the Humours, 
f;)r the Defigns of all the Princes, even of the prefent Royal 
Family, that may in Courfe fucceed to one another. Who 
knows bu~ a Prince not yet hom may arife, even of the pre .. 
fent Royal Family, who finding himfelf pofi"efs'd of a Reve
nue, which he may raife by virtue of the Laws in Being, 
and which he knows to be fufficient for the Support of 
his Government, wilhout any Affiftance from Parliaments, 
may frQm thence conclude, that Parliaments are ufele& to 
him, and therefore refolve to Jay them aiide? The prefent 
Royal Family has as good a Right to the Crown, as ever 
any FamiJy had that fway'd the Scepter of this Kingdom; 
their Right to the Crown no more depends upon Parlia
ments, than the Right of any former Royal Family ever did ; 
and yet we know, that fame of our former Kings have had 
Views of overturning the Rights and the Liberties of the 
People. The only Barrier againft fuch DeG.gns, is to take 
all proper Care that it Jhall never be in any future Piince's 

Power: 
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Power : This is what has hitherto preferved our Liberties, 
and this is our only Security in Time to come. 

' The honourable Gentleman has, I do not know how. 
lugged the Pretender into this Debate ; I am fure the men
tioning of that Bugbear was as foreign to the Subj~ in hand., 
as it ever can be to :J11Y Debate that can happen in this 
Haufe : But is the Pretender the only Perfon we haTe to 
fear ? No, there is no Prince in Europe from whom we have 
lefs to fear than from him ; he has fo little Power or Intereil: 
in this Nation, that our Liberties can never be in any Danger 
from him, and I hope the prefent Royal Family will always 
be fo fully poffeffed of the Hearts and AffeCtions of the Peo
ple, th:1t it never will be in the Pretender·s Power to do u_s 
any Harm. The only Hopes he can ever have mull: arife 
from the arhltrary Defigns of the Prince upon the Throne, 
and therefore we ought carefully to avoid all thofe Meafures, 
which may give a Foundation for the forming of any fuch 

, De:figns'in Time to come.' , 
Sir William Wyndham fpoke next againft the Motion: 

Mr Speaker, . 
' I Did not ddign to have given the Houfe any Trouble 

this Day ; but fuch Infinuations are thrown out, and fo often 
repeated by fiime Gentlemen in this Haufe, as I cannot witb 
Patience :fit ftill and hear. I generaliy obferve, that when 
proper Anfwers cannot be made to what Gentlemen advance, 
then Jacobitifm is brought in; and becaufe fame Gentlemen 
in this Haufe take the Liberty to differ from others, there
fore they mull: be taxed with the terrible Name of Jacobite ; 
I wifh. that Gentlemen would refolve for the future always to 
give us Arguments, and not Names, for the Support of their 
Opinions. For my own Part, I will leave it to the whole 
World to judge who moft purfue the Principles of the Revo
lution, They who are for· fupporting the Government in that 
Way, which is moft eafy and leaft burthenfome to the People; 
or they who are for doing it in a Way, which is fo odious and 
fa burthenfome to the whole Nation.' 

' Whenever there are any juft Fears of the Pretender; if 
there ever ·fhall happen to be any real De:figns in his Favour, 
which I hope never wil1, then I fhall do as l always have 
done, I !hall fhew by my AClions what my Principles are. 
I believe I ftand in the Opinion of Mankind acquit of ant 
Imputation of J acobitifm, as much as the honourable Gentle
man over the way. or any Gentleman in this H oufe ; and 
therefore, I as much defpife that Imputation, a5. I defpife be,. 
ing always a fervile Affentator to every Thing propofed by 
the Adminiftration. But as fuch Infinuations have been often 
thrown out againft me in this Houfe, I mufl: let Gentlemen 
know, that it is a Trea~ent, whi(;h I thi~ in~onfiftent with 

the 
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Ann• 6. ~ •• u. the Dipity a( this Haufe, and a Treatment which I wiD 

17J••JJ· 1 . be 'th ' ~ no onger ar WJ • 
Then Mr Shippen faid : 

Mr Shlpren-- Mr Speaker. 
f I believe I have n& Octafioll to mue any Profeffiom of 

what I am ; but I mui take Notice that in private Life, 
any voluntary Securities, that may be granted to Creditors 
after the borrowing of their Money, are as binding upon the 
Grantor, aad ougli~ to be as reliaioWly obferved, as thofc 
that were granted at the Time the Muney was lent : This 
is certainly the Cafe as to all private Mfa,irs, and I cannot 
think but that the Cafe is the ~tme with refpet\ to publick 
Trallf&aions. l do not know, but that fome Gentlemen in 
this Houfe may be offended at my fo much as mentioning 
the Reign of King James II. yet upon the prefent Occafioa 
I muft mention it ; and the Obfervation I Jhall make is, that 
dlat Mfortuna te Prince took many wrong Steps, ran himfclf 
into great Difficulties, and at ]aft loft his ~rown, by following 
too implicitly the wicked Councils of a bad Minifter ; and 
tlut very Miniller moft bafely betray'd, and at laft deferted 
his Maller. One of the greateft Misfortu~ of that Prince, 
and that which contributed moft to his Overthrow, was his 
k~ping up a Standing Army in Time of Peace ; he did it,. 
indeed, Without the Confent of Parliament, but he did it at 
nis own Expence; .he did it without laying any Charge upon 
the People i and he did it without Coofent of ParliamCRt. 
becaufe he could not find a Parliament merce:aary and COl'-

rupt eQough to give their Con{ent.' · 
Sirtt. WaiP"le. Then Sir Robert Walpole and Lord Tyrconnel f~e ~ 
Lord Tyrcono1el, _rva. 
Mr Wyndham. Favour of the Refolution; and Mr Wyndham fpoke aga.inJt 

Tile Refoluti&n or it:th AthetlaftComthe. Q!!efii?Dth being puDif? !~was ~A~~d ~~~ 
1he ComrnitlcG Wl mlttee, Wl QUt any VJDOD : lie" W ""'f 

'greed to: ~etlion was put upon the fecond Refolution, and agreed tQ 
without Oppofition. 

J):bareeoneerning Feb. 27. The Order of the Day for the Call of the Hou(e 
n Call u.r thf • was read and a Motion beitJ.g made for adiouming it •tin that 
~e, m Expec· '. 'J · 

f<!tion oflhe< E~- ~~ Fortnight Sir john Ruthout tlood up, and {,-I.e as 
Life-Scheme bc&llg r. ' .l'Y"" 
brought in. 11 WS : 

Sir J. Ru!hout. 
Mr Speaker, 

c I do not rife up to oppofe potting of the Call of tile 
Houfe 'till this Day Fortni&ht ; that I fhall eaftly agree to : 
But there being, as I imagtne, a certain Scheme or Projet\ 
to be brought into dw Hoafe, wh.ic.h feems tQ be of very 
great Confequence to the whole Nation. I wHh that the Call 
of the Haufe may be appointed to be about the Time, when 
that Scheme is to be laid before ns. For my Pan, I know 
nothiJJg about j~ I cannot tell when we are to ilave the 
rlRfu.r.e of fc:eiDg that ~ Prqea ; bat I wilh that fome 

· G.endemaQ. 
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Gentlemant who knows more of it than I do, would get up An":'7:~-~ n. 
and .6x a Day when he L1inks it will be brought in, and ~ 
then move that the Call of the Houfe may be put oH' 'till 
that Day~ or tiH fome Day about that Time. 

c We have been long in Expcfution of feeing this ~lori
ous Scheme, which is to render us all compleatly happy ; we 
have waited for it with Impatience ever fi11ce the Beginning 
of this Seffion of Parliac:ent ; we imagined, as h::rd been in
finuated to us in the preceding Sdfion,. tk( it was to come 
in lieu of the One Shilling in the Poun<t L.-tnd-Tax, as a 
Supply for the current Service of the Year ; but in this we 
are difappointed ; that Meafure ha.!, it feem,, been alter•d, 
and we have feen this Eafe a~ to the Land-Tax otherways 
fupply'd. I do not know whether the Scheme jrfelf has 1ate
.Jy met with any Alterations or Amendments. but I hope,. 
if it be to be laid before us this Seffion. that it will not be 
put ofr'till towards the End of the Seffion,. when Gentlemen 
are tired out with Attend:incc7 a.JJd obliged to return home 
to mind their own private Aifairs. If a Scheme of that 
Conkquence be :at all brought in,. it certainly ought to be 
brought in when the Houfe is ful1, that it may be confidet'd, 
and approv'd or reje&d, by as many Members as can poffibly 
be brought together. As foon as the Time for its being 
brought in Jhall be fixed, and the Call of the Haufe accord
ingly appointed, then I lhall take the Liberty to move for 
Letters to the SheriffS, as bas been often pra8ifed on the like 
Oct:Uions.' 

Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ftood up, and fpoke as Sir R., Walpole, 

follows: 
Sir, 

' As to the Scheme mention'd by the honourable Gentle· 
man who fpoke )aft, it is certain that I have a Scheme which 
1 intend very foon to lay before you. I am refolved very 
foon to make a Motion, for this Haufe to go into a Commit· 
tee of the whole Haufe on fomethlng or another; I have 
not, indeed, as)et fully determin'd what my Motion Jhall 
be, but I fupwfe it will be for this Houfe to go into a Com· 
mittee on the State of the publick Revenue, or on the Frauds 
committed in the colleCting thereof, or on the Frauds com
mitted in fome particular Branch or RraRches of the Reve
nue; it muft be, I believe, a Motion to feme fuch Purpofe: 
If the Call of the Haufe be appointed for this Day Fort~ 
night, I believe I fhall be fullv det~rmin'd between this and 
that Time, and fo be able to n;o\·e for fame fuch Committee·; 
the Haufe may then appoint a Day for going into the Com· 
mittee moved for, that fo every Member may have Notice 
to attend if he pleafes. 

y o L. II. - · Q_ q ' I fiio 
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Anno6. eeo.n. ' I do not defire, I never did deftre to furprife ·this Haufe 
~ into any Thing, nor had, I thank God, ever any Occdion to 

ute t}le low Art of taking Advantage of the End of the 
Seffion, for any Thing I had to propofe or would propofe to 
this Haufe ; but when the Houfe does refolve itfelf into fome 
fuch Committee as I now mention, I will then lay before 
that Committee a Scheme which I have long thought of, 
which is, I am convinced, for the Good of the Nation, and 
which., if agreed to, will improve both the Trade of the 

, Nation and the publick Revenue. I never had any Inten
tion to propofe it as a Supply for the current Service of the 
Year ; I was always fenfible that no fuch Thing could be 
done ; but if it be agreed to, and if upon a Trial it be found 
to bring in any Addition to the publick Revenue, this Haufe 
.ll'.ay then difpofe of that Increafe in the following Seffion of 
Parliament as they fhall j ud~c proper ; 'till then it cannot be 
appropriated, becaufe 'till then it cannot be known what the 
Amount may be. When the Amount of the Increafe of the 
Revenue thereby is once afcertained, that lncreafe may then 
be brought in Aid of the One Shilling in the Pound Land. 
Tax, and thereby that Eafe may be continu'd to the poor 
Land-holders for Years to come, if fo the future Parliaments 
fuall think fit. 

' As for the Scheme's having receiv'd Alterations and 
Amendments, I do not know but it may ; I never thought 
m.yfelf fa wife as to ftand in no Need of Aifillance; on the 
contrary, I am always ready to receive Advice and Inftruaion 
from others, and I fha.ll ahvays be ready to add, to alter, or 
to amend any Thing I have thought of, by the Advice, and 
upon the Information of thofe who are converfant in fuch 
Mairs. As to the Scheme now talk'd of, I have not only 
examin'd it by myfelf as thoroughly as I could, but I have 
taken from others all the Affiftance and Advice I could get ; 
,and .in all my Inquiries in relation thereto, I have chafe to 
confQ}.t with thofe who, I knew, had a perfea Knov~~·Iedge of 
:fuch. AfFairs, and had no particular Intereft in View, nor any 
:Private End to ferve : From thofe who may Qave By-:Ends of 
their own, I never can expeCt impartial Counfel, and therefore 
1 have in this~ as well as every other Affair, thought it 
ri.dkulous to ask their Adv~ce. Such as it is, I 1hall be foon 
:ready to lay it before you; then I fhall give you all the In
formation I have had in the Aff..1ir, and will be m6ft ready 
to hear and receive all the Informa.tion or Inftrufubn, that 
can be given by any Gentleman in this Houfe. 

It is certain that there are daily very great Frauds com· 
mitted in the colleai·ng of the publick Revenue, and if any 
Way can be fallen on to prevent thofe Fr:auds, and [0 en
able the Publi<;k to receive what it is now juftly and Jegally 

illtituled 
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•ntided to, fttch a ProieB: ought to be em brae 'd and the Anno 6 Cl"o. u. 

J ' l"?~:t·'J 
Author thereof,. whoever he may be, would dcferve the ~ 
Thanks of his Country ; for it would not only be a great ·· 
Advantage to the publick Revenue, but to every honeft and 
£·tir Trader in the Nation; becaufe that wherever a Tax is 
{aid on, and not collct1ed regularly and duly from every 
~an '(ubjcB: thereto, it is really making the fair Trader pay 
to the fublick what the fraudulent Trader turns into his 
own privll;te Pocket~ 1 and thereby the Smuggler is enabled to 
underiell the fair Trader in every Commodity he deals in ; 
by which all the fair Traders in the Nation mull be at lait 
.~:uin' d and undone. 

To this Sir 'Villiam Wyndham replied, SirW. Wyndham. 

Sir, 
' I have not the Honour of being let into the Secret of 

~his extraordinary Scheme, I do not as yet know what it 
is ; but by all that I could ever yet hear of it, I believe, 
when it is laid before us, the ~eftion thereon will appear to 
~e, Whether we iliall facrifice the Confi:itution to the pre· 
ven.ting of Frauds in the Revenue? This I take to be a Yery 
fl1atefial ~eftion, and therefore I think it is abfolutely ne~ 
~efiary to have a full Haufe; for which Reafon. I 1hall be 
not only for Letters to the Sheriffs, but alfo I hope that every 
Gentleman in this Houfe wi11 write to fuch ofhis Friends in 
the Country as are Members, and intreat them to give At~ 
t~nc4nce on that important Day.· 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next, Sir John &.mar~. 
Sir, • 

~ W~en the honourable Gentleman is prepared to lay his 
S.cheme before us, I hope he will move for fame General 
Committee ; if he does, I 1ha11 not give the Houfc any 
trrouble ; but if he moves for a Committee to confider the 
Frauds in any particular Branch of the Revenue, I fhall tal:e 
the Liberty to oppofe it, becaufe there are Fraur!s in cve1y 
~ranch of the Revenue ; and perhaps I 1hall be able to {hew, 
that there are as many Frauds in other Branches of the Rc
Yenue, ·as there are in thofe which the honourable Gentleman 
luis a Mind now to take a particuJar Notice of. I muft think 
that the attaching our Inquiries a~ prcfent to the Frauds 
committed in any particular Branch, is like fingling out a 
Deer from the Flock, in order to be hunted down ; 1hc is 
to be the fidl: Sacrifice, but the whole Flock are to be hunted 
doWn at lafr: This, I beJieve, is the Cafe, and if I have been 
~ightly informed, this Scheme, in its firft Conception, was for 
a General Alteration of the Method of collecting the publick 
Revenue: It was for a General Excife ; but that, it feems, 
was afterwards thought too much at once, and therefore "':e 
are now, I fuppofe to fingle out o~ly one or two Branches, m 

Q...q z order 
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AIIIIO 6. t".eo.JL Onrer that they may be firft hunted down ; hut tfte '1/ery 
~ fame Re.:tfon, that may prevail with us to fubjefi any one 

* Branch of the Revenue to the Laws of Excife, may afterwards 
prevail with us to fubjetl: every Branch to thofe Arbitrary 
Laws ; and as fuch Laws are, in my Opinion, abfolutely in
confill:ent with Liberty, therefore I mull: think that the 
~eftion upon this Scheme, even alter i d as it feems it is, will 
be, Whether we fhall endeavour to prevent Frauds in the 
collet'ting of the Publick Revenues, at the Expence of the 
Libertic3 of the People ? 

~ For my own Part, I never was guilty of any Fraud ; I 
put it to any Man, be he who he will, to accufe me of fo 
much as the Appearance of a Fraud in any Trade I was ever 
concern'd in; I am refolved never to be guilty of any Fraud. 
It is very true, that thefe Frauds are a very great Prejudice 
to all fair Traders, and therefore I fpeak againft my own In
tereft: when I fpeak againil any Method that may tend 
towards preventing of Frauds ; but I 1hall never put my 
private Intereft in Ballance with the lnterell: or Happinefs of 
the Nation: I had rather beg my Bread from Door to Door, 
and fee my Country flourilh, than be the greateft Subjefi in 
the Nation, and fee the Trade of my Country decaying, 
and the People enllaved and oppreffed. • 

: f: H. Pelham, Th M H p lh r "d en r enry e am 1aJ , 

Sir, 
c I wiih this Scheme, be what it wilJ, were laid before 

us ; for •till it is, I believe we fl1all every Day be falling 
into fome Debate or other about it. without knowing any 
Thing of it. I do not know where the honourable Gentle
man, who fpoke laft, got his Information ; but as I have had 
the Honour to converfe fometimes with thofe who always 
knew moft of this Scheme, I can affure him that there ne
ver was any fuch Thing intended. as a General Excife, nor 
Wa5 there ever any Defign of mak~ng a General Alteration in 
the Method of collelling the Publick Revenue. But I fhall 
not ~~t prefent fay any Thing farther upon the Subjetl, be
caufe I think it a little odd to enter into Debates about what 
we know nothing of.' 

Mr Perry. Then Mr Perry, Member for London, fpoke in Vindica-
tion of the Merchants dealing in the Wine and Tobacco

~~:rl;a;!lt0!J~~the Trade: After which the ~efiion was put, and the Call 
:~~h~~;:~~cic~!dd of the Houfe was put ofF 'till that Day Fortnight; and it 
to write 1o1bc was ordered, That no Member of the Haufe filould pre-
M .. ·nbor& to at· . 
teJ~rJ, &:c. fume to go out of Town Without Le:we of the Houfe : That 

no Leave fhould be asked for any Member to go out of 
Town, but between the Hours of One and Two : And that 
Mr Speaker lbould write circular Letters to the Shcriffi and 
~tewards of the feyeral Countie$ of Great Britain, requir· 

ing 
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ing the Attendance of the Members on that Day Fortnight; 
and that the Houfe would proceed with the utmoft Severity 
againfl: fuch Members as fhould not then attend the Service 
of the Houfe. 

Then Mr Sandys moved for the Houfe to refolve, 'That Mr S:mdys move& 

fuch Members of that Haufe, who fuould abfent themfelves }~c'h~;~;b~~~~·hs 
without Leave of the Haufe fuould be reputed Deferters lhould abfcn!..tbcm· 

~ ' fcl:vcs Wllho!rt 
of the1r Trofl, and Nc_gleaers of that Duty they owed to Lc:ave, be <~eclar'l 
th H fc d h · C • H r a1 M 1)>.--Ji:ru:rs ofrileir at ou e an t e1r ountry. ere upon 1ever em- Truit; which is 

hers got up, fame of whom as was thought to have feconded ~e~~k~Y Mr H. 
this Motion; but Mr Horatio Walpole was pointed to by 
Mr Speaker, who faid, 'That he was againft the Motion the 
honourable Gentleman had been plcafed to make, as being 
a very extraordinary one, and fuch as there was then no Oc- Dcime lJie.rcoll. 

ca:fion for, and t l!erefore he moved for the Order of the Day, 
which Motion wa-s immediately feconded. Sir John Rufuout sir J.R.tUhour. 
then faid, 'That the Motion his Friend[MrSmz~·.r] had made, 
was perhaps a little extraordinary, but it was upon a very 
extraordinary Occafion, and not without Precedent, and 
therefore he would be for it.' To this Sir William Yonge Slr w. Yon&e. 

rep1y'd, • That an hQnourable Gentleman [Sir William 
Wjndbam J had faid, 'That every Member ought to write 
to his Friends in the Country, and defire them to give At-
tendance ; but if the Motion then made fhould be agreed to, 
they might, in his Opinion, fave themfelves the Troable, for 
that no Member then in the Oluntry would think he had 
one Friend in the Houfe, if any fuch Refolution fhould be 
made againft him.' Hereupon Mr Sandys faid, 'That what Mr Saodr
he had ·moved for, was fo far from being without Precedent, 
that there was a Precedent for it very lately, and that was 
in the famous Cafe of Dr Sacheverel: That when that Affair 
was before the Houfe there was fuch a Refolution made, 
and from thence it was that he took the very Words of the 
Motion he had then made., 

Then the <l!!eftion was put upon Mr Walpole's Motion for 
the Order of the Day, becaufe of its having been feconded 
before Mr Sandys's Motion was feconded, and that being 
carried in the Afiirmative, the other was dropp'd of courfe. 

March 8. A Bill was brought in purfuant to the Refolu- De~t~.cl!ncerninc 
· f h H r. · J 1 l ft · 1 • h S a Pet1Uun frolll 110ns o t e ou1e m u y a , m re anon to t e ugar- Rhude·Ifl.md aa~ 

C 1 . } . h s· J h B d d h ProvJdcnce agillntl o omes ; upcn w uc 1r o n arnar opene to t e the su&iU·C<UonJ 
Houfe a Petition of Richard Partridge, Agent for the Colo6 Bill. 

ny of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations in America, 
againft the faid Bill ; and moved for Leave to bring it up, in 
w~ic~ he was feconded by Mr Perry, but oppofed by Sir MrPc:rry. 

WJU1am Y onge ; who ftood up, and fpoke as follows. . 
M S k 

Sir W.Yong.e, 
r pea er: 

• The Petition, whic;h the honourable Member over the 
way 
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Anno 6. Geo. u. way has now in Hand, is, I find, a Petition prayiq.g for 
I7WB· Leave to be heard againfi: a Bill now depenQJng in this.!IOufe, 
~ by which foll}e certain Duties are to be laid on feveral Com

modities mentioned in the Bill. I believe, Sir, it haa been 
the conftant Ufage of this Haufe for many Years, to receive 
no Petitions againft Dutic;s to be laid on ; but as there are 
none who underitand better than you, Sir, the P-ca¢l:ice of 
the Houfe in fuch Cafes, thetefore I fhall io this fubmit en
tirely to your Determination, and h,ope you will giv~ us your 
Opinion ther~upon. However, Sir, I muft take Notic~ of 
another Thing, which I obferve in the Petition as it has heel\ 
opened by the honourable Gentleman : 'They therein tell 
us, that as to the Bill now depending before us,. they appre
hend it to be againft their Charter. This, I muft fay, is 
fomething very extraordinary, and, in my Opinion, lqoks 
very like aiming at an Ind~pendency, and difclaimiqg ~e 
Authority and J qrifditlion of this Houfe ; as if this Ho~fc 
had not a Power to tax them, or to 1nake any Laws for the 
regulating of the Affairs of their Colony ; therefore, Sir, 
if there were no other Reafon for our not receiving their 
Petition, I ihould on this lingle Account be againft giving 
Leave to bring it up.' 

Lord Tyrconncll. To this Lord Tyrconnell replied, 
Sir, 

~I cannot agree with the honourable Member who fpo}<e 
laft, for I fhall never give my Vote for rejeCling a Petition 
before I kno~ what is in it ; and this I cannot know till I 
hear it J,"ead. The ~eftion now before us, is not, Wh~ther 
the Defire of the Petition thall be granted or no? After the 
Petition is brought up and read to the Haufe, we may then 
judge whether the Defire thereof be reafonable or not7 and 
may accordingly grant or refufe it, but the refufing to have 
the Peti~on brought up aod read to the Haufe, feems really 
to be a Determining the Defire of the Petition to be un· 
reafonable, before we know what i:: is ; and therefore, Sir, 
I fhall be for having it brought up.' 

a.tr W'IAilington. Mr Winnington fpoke next. 
Sir, 

'I ftand up to fpeak to Order and to the Method of Pro
ceeding in this Haufe ; it has been a Cuftom always obterved 
in this Houfe, not to receive any Petitions againft t4ofe Bi.l.b 
which were brought in for the laying on of any new Puties ; 
I do not indeed fay but that there may be fome Intlances to 
the contrary, but I am fure they are very rare, and never 
h!lppened but upon fome very extraordinary Qccafion ; for 
if we were to receive all fuch Petitions there would be fuch 
Multitudes of them againfi: every fuch Bill, that the Nation 
might be undone for want of an immediate Supply for the - . ~w~ 
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Publick Ufe, whHe we were fitting to hear frivolous Peti- Anno6. Ceo~ n. 
. • ft h fc B'll b I . r. • h s l?)l.·JJ· t10ns agam t o e 1 s roug.1t m ror grantmg t at up· ~ 

ply. The honourable Gentlem:m near me took Notice of 
the Petitioners pretending, that the Bill now before us is a-
gainil: their Charter; I hope, Sir, they have no Charter which 
debars this Haufe from taXing them as well as any other 
Subjeft of this Nation; I am fure they can have no fuch 
Charter ; but if it were poffib)e, if they really had fuch a 
Charter, they could not fay that the Bill now before us were 
any Infringement of it, becaufc the Tax, to be thereby laid 
on, is no Tax upon them, but a Tax which is to be laid upon 
the French only ; and fuall this Haufe, Sir, receive any Pe-
titions, or hear any Rcafons that can be offered,. for not 
taxing the French, more efpecially when the Tax to be laid 
upon them will moil: evidently tend to the Encouragement 
of our own Sugar-Colonies? I hope, Sir, no fuch Petition 
will ever fo much as be allowed to be brought up or prefent· 
ed to this Houfe. · 

Hereupon Sir John Barnard anfwered, Sir 1· BarnanL 

Sir, 
' The Petitioners do not preter.d to fay, that the Bi11 now 

depending is againft their Charter, nor did I fay any fuch 
Thing when I opened the Petition to this Houfe ; at leaft 
if I did, I am fure I did Injuftice to the Petition, for the 
Words of it are, ' That th~y humbly conceive, that the 

Bill now depending, if paired into a Law, would be high
' ly prejudicial to their Charter. • But, Sir, 1 am really fur
prized at the Method of Reafoning made ufe of by the two 
honourable Gentlemen, who have appeared againft the bring· 
ing up of this Petition : One of rhe honourable Gentlemen 
£.1.ys, that the Petitioners are aiming- at an Independency, 
and' are difowning the Authority of this Houfe. This, Sir, 
in the prefent Cafe feerns to be a very odd Affertion ; is not 
their applying by Petition to this Houfe, as direct: an Ac· 
knowledgement of the Authority of this Houfe, as can be 
made by Men 1 The other Gentleman fays, that the "Bill 
now before us is a Bill for taxing the French only ; this 
feems to be as odd an Affertion as the other ; Does the Gen
tleman imagine that the Tax paid in this Hland upon French 
Wine, is a Tax upon the French ? Does not every body 
know, that the whole of it is paid by the Confumers here? 
It is fo far from being a Tax upon the French, that they 
have confiderably raifed the Price of their Wines Jince the. 
high Duties were laid on them here. As to the Matter of 
Form, Sir, I do not pretend to be a great Maft:er of it; but 
fince I have had the Honour to fit in Parliament I remem
ber, that feveral Petitions have been received againft Duties 
to be laid on : However, granting that it were a conftant 

and 
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.. nno 6. ceo. H. and perpetual Rule not to receive Petitions aga.inlt fuch 
~ Duties, yet certainly that .Rule could relate only to thofe 

Duties, which were to be laid on ~or raiung Money for the 
Current Service of the Publick, it could not be prefumed to 
relate to thofe Duties, which were to be laid on for theRe
gulation ofTrade only ; and this lall is the Cafe now before 
us. The Duties to be laid on by this Bill are fo far from bei~ 
Duties for the Supply of the Government, that I do not bc
lieye that eYen thofe Gentlemen, who appear fo fond of the 
Duties to be laid on by it, fo much as expeCt or wiili that 
any Money iball be thereby raifed for the U fe of the Pub
lick ; the Bill is not intended for any fuch End; it is rather 
in the Nature of a Prohibition, and it was never pretended 
that no Petitions were ever to be received againft a Bill for 
p•ohibiting any Sort of Commercf?. 

~ It may be the Cafe, that this Houfe has fometimes. rt
fufed to receive Petitions fr\lm fome Parts of Britain agaiRll 
Duties to be Ia.id on ; but tliis can be no Reafon why the 
Petition, I have now in my Halld, fuould be rejetl:ed : Tlle 
People in every Part of Great Britain have a Reprefentative 
in this Honfe, who is to take Care of their Particulal' Intereft, 
as well as of the General Intereft of the Nation; and they 
may, by means of their Reprefentatives in dtis Houfe, offer 
what Reafons they think proper againft any Duties to be 
lajd on ; but the People, who are the Petitioners in the Peti
tion I have now in my Hand, have no particular Reprefen
tatives ·in this H oufe ; and therefore they have no other War 
of applying or of ofFering their Reafons to this Hou(e, but in 
the way of being heard at the Bat of the I-loufe by their 
Agent here in England ; therefore if that general Rule of 
not receiving Petitions againft Duties to be laid on, be ever 
to be receded from, the Cafe now before us ought to be an 
Exception to the general Rule. • 

To this Mr Conduit replied, 
Sir, 

' I apprehend it has always been the Cu.R:om of this 
Houle, I am fure it has been the Cufiom ever flJ}ce theRe· 
volution, to refufe receiving Petitions againu any Duties 
to be laid on, and that without any DHlinaion whether the 
Duties to be laid on wer~ for the Railing of Money, or for 
the Regulation of Trade : As our Colonies ~e all a Part of 
the People of Great Britain, they are generally reprefented 
in this Houfe as well as the reft of the People are ; and in all 
the Refolutions of this Haufe, a due Regard will certainly 
be had to the particular Intereft of every one of them, 
fo far as it is conflfient with the general Intereft of the Whole., 
for whi-ch Reafon I can fee no Occafion for making an Ex
'eption a~ to them j aad therefore I unnot but be of the 

- fame 
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fame Opinion with thofe Gentlemen, who ·are for refufing 
their Confent to the bringing up of this Bill. As for the 
Duties on Wine, mentioned by the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke ]ail, though they are paid by the Confumers here, 
yet they may be looked on as a Tax upon the French, for 
if it were not for thofe Duties, a much greater ~antity of 
their Wines would be confumed here than there is at prefent, 
and confequently they would thereby draw a much larger 
Sum of Money out of this Nation than they now do ; and as 
to the AJvance of the original Price of their Wines, there 
are a great many other Caufes it may be owing to, but it 
never can be owing to the Diminution of the ~antity con
fumed.' 

Mr Pulteney fpoke next : 
Sir, 

' I do not pretend to be a Maller of Form, but I believe 
there may be many Precedents found, for juilifying the 
Houfe in receiving the Petition now offered to us. ~ very 
well know, Sir, how great a Mafter you are of the Forms and 
Methods of Proceeding in this Houfe, and therefore I fhall 
always be as. ready as any Gentleman in the Houfe, to fub
mit to your Opinion when any fuch ~eftion arifes ; but I 
cannot think, Sir, that any of your Friends would defire you 
to give your Opinion thus upon a Surprize, in a Matter 
which feems to be fo much contefted; nor do I believe that 
you would be ready to comply with any fuch unreafonable 
Defire; if you fhould once give your Opinion in any fuch 
Difpute, I fhould be afraid afterwards to infpeCl: the Jour
nals of the Haufe, le11 they ihould be found to contradict the 
Opinion you had given : But if we are to fearch for Prece
dents, I am fure that as to the prefent Cafe, there will be nQ 
Occafion for going any farther back than the Revolution. 
Before that Time I believe we can .find few or no Precedents 
any way relating to the ~eftion now in Han~ .becaufe Par
liaments were not then ~o frequent, and Taxes very rare. 
Let any Geqtleman but look into the Statute-Books lying 
upon our Table, he will there fee to what a vafl: Bulk, to 
what a Number of Volumes, our Statutes relating to Taxes 
have fwelled fmce the Revolution; and how thin, how few 
the Volumes are, that contain all the Statutes relating to 
Taxes that ever were made before that Time: It is mon
ftrous, it is even frightful to look into the Indexes, where far 
feveral Columns together we fee nothing but Taxes, Taxes. 
Taxes! It is true, Sir, when Gentlemen refleCt on the many 
Bleffings we thereby enjoy, when they confider the many 
Advantages we reaped by the Revolution, they will think 
that we could not pay too dear for fo happy a Turn in our 
Mairs. 

VoL. II. R r ~~,.·~ 
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Sir Thore:?.J Mon. 

Mr !!anrlys moves 
for a.Ppoint;ng a 
Com1ttee to fearch 
Preced¢nts relat
ing to Petitions 
aj!ainft Bille for 
~m po.:in' Duties ; 

\J;'hici! is fcr:r.nd
ed by Mr ~k.Hh
t~Jte. 

H:.rcu~on S:r J. 
:il,.Jma: ·1 \I diu:~ 
i:, WJ!t,draw hi3 
focrncr Mario.~, 
"' :CH1 paffes in 
t.i"~ Ne'!.ative • as 
ri•>cs alfQ M-' 
~•llll) s's MotiolJ.. 

( 3I.f. ) 
f As to the Q.!!eftion now before us, I cannot fee why it 

lhould be fo much debated, I cannot ff!e why the Receivins 
of this Petition fhould be fo much oppofed, unlefs it be that 
th~ RejeCting of this Petition, is to be made ufe of as a Pre
cedent for receiving no Petitions againft a certain Scheme,._ 
which we expeCt: foon to be laid before us: This~ I am 
afraid, is really the Cafe ; for ~hen Gentlemen, who are 
not much Mailers of Form, Gentlemen who are but little 
converfant in the Journals of the Haufe, may quote a Pre
cedent of but a few Days franding, for not receiving any Peti. 
tions that may be offered againtt that Scheme ; I do not in~ 
deed know whether there will be any fuch Petitions, but if 
I may judge by the Spirit which has already appeared in the 
Nation, I can make no Doubt but that Peti~ions will be fent· 
up from all Parts of the Country agai.nft that Scheme, 1 

Then Sir Thomas Afton faid, · 
Sir, 

' As to the Point of Form which is now the Subject of 
Debate, I cannot venture to give my Opinion thereon, bu~ 
I am furprized that the honourable Gentleman fhould have 
any Apprehenftons of our refufing to receive any Petitions, 
that may be offered againft ~he Scheme he hinted at : For 
whatever Objection there may be againtl the Haufe receiv
ing any Petitions, that are offered againft Duties to be laid on1 

there cannot furely be any Objection againft our receiving 
Petitions, that may be. offered a~ainft a new and a dangerous 
Method of collecting Duties already laid on. 1 

Hereupon Mr Sandys ftood u,p again, ~nd faid, 
' Sir, 

1 Since Gentlemen feem fo much to differ as to the Point 
of Form, l fhall move, That a Committee may be appointed 
to fearch Precedents, in relation to the receiving or not re
~eiving Petitions againft the impofing of Duties ; for as fome 
Gentlemen have affirmed it to have been the confiant Ufage 
of this Houfe ever fince the .Revolution, to reje8: all fuch 
Petitions, I ~uft take the Liberty to affinn the FaB: to have 
been otherwife ; and it is fo far otherwife, that if my Motion 
be agreed to, I believe more Precedents wiil be found for re
ceiving. than for rejecting of fuch Petitions.' 

This Motion was feconded by Mr Heathcote, and there
upon Sir John Barnard deflred to withdraw the Motion he had 
made: But that heing oppofed, and {orne Debate arinng as ta 
th2t Point, Mr Speaker acquainted the Haufe of its being 
their conilant Rule, that wJlen any Motion is once made and 
feconded, the ~cftion, if inftfte~ on, muft be put upon that 
Moti)n ; it could not be withdrawn without the Leave of 
the Haufe : Hereupon the previous Qgeflion was moved for, 
-.nd carried in the Affirmative by 1 -40 to 1 1 z. Then t:be ~e-

. R~ 
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Ilion was put for bringing up the Petition, which palted in Ann~;6;~~~~· n. 
the Negative: After this the ~efi:ion being alfo put for ~ 
fearching of Precedents, it paired in the Negative. 

March 9· The Haufe went into a Commitree; to confider Mr H. Walpole 
moves f~,: laying 

of the mol~ proper Methods for encour~ging the Manuf:~aure a Duty rt s s. ,. 
._ G:tEon o:t all Fu-

and ~xport of Home-made ~pirits; and Mr Horatio Walpole rci'(n nrandb, 
'd h D b · h h fi }1 · S h f:;.er.cour:>.~ing Open t e e ate Wlt t e 0 .owmg peec : 1;1<:: Manufattu;c 
Sir :ud Expl•!t of 

' • • • Hv;:;·~-::u:.ic ~pi• 
' As we are now 10 a Committee for er.couragmg Home- riti. 

made Spirits, it may not be improper for us to take into our 
Confideration the Duties payable on French Brandies and 
other Foreign Spirits: As the Laws now fbnd, the Duties 
payable upon French Brandies amount in the whole to about 
6 s. and 5 d~ per Gallon; which has always been looked on 
rather as a Prohibition, than as a Duty to be fairly and ho
neftly paid either by the Importer or Confumer; and indeed 
it has in Faa been always found to be fo, for few or none 
have ever paid that Duty ; thofe Brandies have always been 
fmuggled and ftole in upon us, notwithftanding all the Me
thods we could ever take to prevent it ; or they have made 
ufe of an Artifice to evade the L:tws, which is this : As the 
Laws ftand at prefent, the Duties payable upon F1emifh 
Brandies amount in the whole but to 4 s. per Gallon, and :ts 
it is not poffible to diil:inguilh Flemilb. Brandies from French 
Brandies; therefore great Q!!antities of French Brandies were 
carried firft to Rotterdam, and from thence imported upon 
us as Flemilb. Brandies ; after that they were carried to 
Oftend, and from thence imported as Flemifu ; and now for 
fome Years pail:, they h:we been carried to Dunkirk, and 
from thence brought to the feveral Ports of Britain, and en~ 
tered as Flemilb. Brandies. 

' As this PraCl:ice is, Sir, an Evafion of the Laws in Be• 
ing, it ought certainly to be remedied, and the Manner 
how, will be the proper QEeftion now to be confidered ; If 
the Duties now payable upon French Brandies ihould be 
laid on all Foreign Spirits, it would not only encourage the 
Smuggling and Running Trade, but it would be a Prejudice 
to our own Diftilling-Trade, for our Diilillers are under :l 

Neceffity of mixing up a certain Proportion of French 
Brandy with our Engli!h Spirits, in order to make them fit 
for Ufe either at Home or Abroad; and therefore if fuch a 
Duty can be thought of to be laid upon, all Foreign Spirits, 
as will prevent their being fold in this Country fo cheap, as 
to interfere with the Confumption of our Home-made Spirits, 
and yet not difable us from importing honefUy and fairly as 
much as our Diftillers may have Occa:fion for in the Manu
fatlure of our Home-made Spirits, I hope Gentlemen will 
teadily com~ in to fuch a Propo!ition.. 

Rrz 'In 
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Ann~;11.C:::.· 11• ' In order, Sir, to make fuch a Propofition to this Haufe, 
~ I have for fame time confidered the Cafe, I have talked with 

fame of the moft noted Diftillers in Town about it, and I 
have made all the Inquiries I thought proper, for obtaining 
a full Information as to this Particular ; and from the 
whole, I believe that a Duty fJf 5 s. per Gallon upon all 
Foreign Brandies, is the mofi: proper Medium to be fixed 
on.' 

»ebate thereon. This Motion met with very little Oppofition, only fame 
Members declar'd, ' That they thought a Duty of 5 s. 6 d. 
would be more effeCl:ual for the Purpofe intended:· Then Mr 

Mr sar.~i'~· Sandys fi:ood up, and fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 

' I am glad to hear from the honourable Gendeman over 
the way, that all Mixtures are not to be looked on as pub
lick Frauds, for it feems the mixing of French Brandy with 
Englilh Spirits is not only no publici.;. Fraud, but a Mix
ture which ought to be encouraged, as being ufeful and ne· 
ceffary in the Difiilling-Trade; yet with refpeet to the Pub
lick, I cannot conceive how the mixing of Englilli Cyder 
with Portugal Wine, can be confidered as a greater Fraud 
than the mixing of French Brandy with Englifh Spirits. 

I muft likewife take Notice, that the fame Gentleman 
feems to admit, that the Laws of the Cuftoms and Excife, 
when united and joined together, are found to be ineffeCl:ual 
for collecting the Duties payable upon the Commodities he 
mentioned, or for the preventing the Smuggling and Run
ning of them jnto this Kingdom ; and therefore ~ hope, 
Sir, I lhall not hereafter hear any Propofition, either from 
that Gentleman or any of his Friends, for laying any other 
Duties under the fame Circumftances, more efpecially fince 
the Uniting the Laws of the Cuiloms and Excife is well 
knqwn to be, in all Cafes, an Union, which is moft grievous 
and moft burthenfome to the SubjeCt.' 

In the Courfe of this Debate, Dunkirk having been men· 
lirw. ~yn~am'• tion'd as a Port, Sir William Wyndham faid, ~ That he 
Obfervations on r. . 'd h · r h · d p 
Dunkirk's bc:.ing was 1urpnz to ear 1t 10 muc as ment10ne as a art ~ 
:P:C~on'd as a That it was again£1: the Honour of the Englilli Nation to ac-

knowledge it as fuch, or to admit that it fhould ever be 
made Ufe of as fuch ~ That it was not now the proper SubjeB: 
of their Confideration, but he hop'd that the Houfe would 
at fame other time take an Opportunity to refolve itfelf into 
a Committee to confider of an Affair of fo great Importance." 

5ir R. Walpole. To this Sir Robert Walpole replied, ' That h~ hop'd 
Gentlemen would not be diverted from what was then the 
proper Subject of their Coufideration : That Dunkirk's being 
mentioned as a Port, muil necdfarily rai{e the juft Indigna
tion gf every Englifuman : That no Engli.flunan ever did, or 

ever 
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ever could admit it as a Port : But that whatever Term~ 
Gentlemen might inadvertentJy·make ufe of, yet he hop'd no 
Pretence would ever be from thence taken to infringe thofe 
Rights, which this Nation is by a moft folemn Treaty juftly 
intitled to.' 

AMO 6, Ceo. II. 
•nz.-n. 
~ 

Then the Com~ittee refolv'd, :r~at the Aa pafi"ed in the ~~J!~ ';:~~~~; 
fecond year of Kmg George II. mtltled, An Aa, For lay- And a Bifl order'd,. 
· D C J TI/' S · · dfi 1· .& to encourage the tng a uty upon ompozm ,, atlrs or pzrtts, an or uce";;tng Trade of Home· 

the Retailers thereof, had been a Difcouragement to the Di- made Spirits • 

ftilling of Spirits from Corn in Great Britain, and therefore 
ought to be repealed : That for the Encouragement of the 
Exportation of Spirits drawn from Corn in Great Britain, 
a Drawback, or Allowance of 61. 8 s. per Ton, ought to 
to be paid and allowed on the Exportation thereof: And that 
the Duties payable upon Brandy and Spirits imported, ex-
cept from his Majefty's Plantations in America, fhould from 
the z4th of June next, ceafe and determine, and that in 
Lieu thereof there fhould be granted to his Majefty a Duty 
of five Shillings per Gallon, on all Brandy and Spirits im-
ported from Foreign Parts, except fuch as fhall be of the 
Growth and ManufaClure of his Majefty's Plantations in 
America. 

March 1 z. The above Refolutions were agreed to by the Which pa.Bts inte 

Haufe, and a Bill order'd accordingly, which aftenvards1 aLaw, 

with fome Amendments, pafs'd into a Law. 
March 14. The Houfe refolv'd itfelfinto a Committee of TbeCommons, ill 

th h 1 H fc fid f h 11. M th d a Grand Commit-e W 0 C OU e, to COn I er 0 t e mOu proper e 0 S tee, confider of 

for the better Security and Improvement of the Duties and r;~~~u~~~h~~ 
Revenues, already charged upon, and payable from, Tobacco i!llPro'i''i.thc D11-

d W . Th A R d h p t1es on \Vine ant an mes : e many ccounts, eturns, an ot er a- TOO.ccv, 

pers, which the Haufe had before called for, being firft refer-
red to the faid Committee ; and the Commiffioners of the Cu-
.ftoms and of the Excife attending, purfuant to an Order of 
the preceding Day; Sir Robert Walpole open'd the Debate 
with the following Speech : 

Sir, 
'As I had the Honour to move for the Haufe to refolve· Sir Robert war. 

• • , • . , • pole propole.t tile 
1tfelf mto thts Comnuttee, I think It mcumbent upon me to Excifc Scheme tor 

h . d h that Purpof<!, 
open to you what was t en mten ed to be propofed, as t e whi<Locca.~i.ua• a 

SubjeCt of your Confideration. We are now in a Commit- great o~bdc. 
tee for confidering of the moft proper Methods, for the better 
Security and J.tnprovement of the Duties and Revenues al-
ready charged upon, and payable from !o,bacco and Wines: 
This can be done in no Way fa proper or effetl:ual, as that of 
preventing for the future thofe Fra:Jds, by which the publick 

. Revenues have been fo much injured in Timc:5 p?il:. I know, 
that whoever attempts to remedr Frauds. nttempts a Thing 
that mutt be very diiagreeable to 1!i thofc, '' ho have been 

~\l il ty 
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Anno 15. ~o. Ji. gui1ty of them, or who expetl a Benefit by fucli in Time 
~to come. This, Sir, I am fully fenfible of, and from this 

have fprung all thofe Clamours, which have been raifed 
without Doors, againft what I am now to propofe to you. 
The Smugglers, the fraudulent Dealers, and thofe \Vho have 
for many Years been enriching therrlfelves by cheating their 
Country, forefaw, that if the Scheme I am now to propofe 
took EffeCt, their profitable Trade would be at an End; this 
gave them the Alarm, and fro.m them I am perfuaded it is; 
that all thofe Clamours have originally proceeded. 

' In this 'tis certain, that they have been motl: ftrenuoufly 
affified and fupported by another Set of People; who, from 
Motives much worfe, and of much more dangerous Confe..: 
quence to their Country, are fond of improving every Op-; 
portunity that offers, for ftirring up the People of Great 
Britain to Mutiny and Sedition. Bnt, Sir, notwithftanding 
all the Clamours that fuch wicked and deceitful Men have 
been able to raife, as the Scheme I have to propofe will be 
a great Improvement to the publick Revenue, an Improve
ment of 2 or 30o,ooo 1. per .Annum and perhaps more, and as 
it willlikewife be of great Advantage to the fair Trader, I 
thought it my Duty, not only as being in the Station I am 
in, but alfo as being a Member of this Haufe, to Jay it be
fore you; for no fuch Clamours fhall ever determe from 
doing what I think is my Duty, or from propofing any 
Thing that I am convinced will be of fuch lignal Benefit 
to the Revenue, and to the Trade of my Country. 

' It has been moft indufirioufly fpread abroad, that the 
'Scheme I am now to propofe, was a Scheme for a General 
Excife; but I do aver that no fuch Scheme ever enter'd into 
my Head, nor, for what I know, into the Head of any Mart 
I am acquainted with : My Thoughts were always conJined 
folely to thofe two Branches of the Revenue, arifing from the 
Duties on Wine and Tobacco ; and it was the frequent and 
repeated Advices I had of the -notorious Frauds committed 
in thofe two Branches of the Revenue, and the Clamours even 
of fame of the Merchants themfelves, that made me turn 
niy Thoughts particularly towards confidering thofe two 
Branches, in order to find out, if poffible, fame Remedy for 
the growing Evil ; what I am now going to propofe wilJ, 
I believe, if agreed to, be an effetlual Remedy; but ifl now 
f..1il in what I am to propofe, it will be the laft Attempt of 
this Kind that I 1hall ever make ; I believe it will be the 
Iaft that will ever be made, either by me, or by any that 
fuall fucceed me in the Station I am now in. 

~ At prefent, I fhall lay before you only the Cafe as it 
now ftands with refpea to the Tobacco-Trade, and theRe
venue arifing therefrom; and here it will be necdfary firft 

to 
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t() confider the Condition of our Planters of Tobac~o in Anno 6. Ceo. D. 

11. • ·r b 1· h ·f · c d' 1732.-n. .o.mer1ca ; 1 we can e 1eve t em, 1 we can g1ve any re 1t ~ 

to what they themfelves fay, we muft conclude that they are 
reduced almoft to the laft Extremity ; they are reduced even 
almoft to a State of Defpair, by the many Frauds that have 
been committed in that Trade, by the heavy Duties which 
the Importers of Tobacco are obliged to pay upon Importa-
tion, and by the ill Ufage they have met with from their 
Fatlors and Correfpondents here in England, who, from being 
their Servants, are now become their Lords and Mafi:ers. 
Thefe poor People have fent home many Reprefentations 
of the bad State of their Affairs, and have lately fent over 
a Gentleman with a Remonftrance, fetting forth their Grie· 
vances, and praying for fome fpeedy Relief: This they may 
obtain by Means of the Scheme I intend now to propofe,. 
and I believe it is from this Scheme only that they can ex-
pea any Relief. 

' The next Thing we are to confider, is the State of the 
Tobacco-Trade, with regard to the fair Trader; the Man 
who deals honourably and fairly with the Publick, as well 
as with private Men ; the Man who honeftly pays all thofe 
Duties which the Publick is juftly intitled to, finds himfelf 
prevented and foreftalled, almoft in every Market within the 
Ifiand, by the Smuggler and the fraudulent Dealer ; And 
even as to our foreign Trade in Tobacco, thofe who have 
no Regard to Honour, to Religion, or to the Welfare of 
their Country, but are every Day contriving Ways and 
Means for cheating the Publick by Perjuries and falfe Entries, 
are the greateft Gainers ; and it will always be fo, unlefs we 
can fall upon fome Way of putting it out of their Power to 
carry on any fuch Frauds for the future. 

' And laftly, we ought to confider the great Lofs fufiained 
by the Publick, by Means of the Frauds committed in the 
Tobacco-Trade, and the Addition that mull certainly be 
made to the publick Revenue, if thofe Frauds can be pre
v~nted in Time to come: By this Addition we may be 
enabled to relieve the Nation from fome of thofe Taxes, 
which it has laboured under fo many Years ; whereas, as 
the Cafe now ftands, the innocent and the honeft Part of the 
Nation are charged with Taxes, which they would be free 
from, if the fraudulent Dealers and the Smugglers could be 
any Way obliged to pay that, which is juJUy due by them to 
the Publick. This will, I am convinced, be the Effetl: of 
the Scheme I am to propofe to you, and whoever therefore 
views it in its proper Light, mufl: fee the Planters, the fair 
Traders, and the Puplick, ranged on one Side in Favour of 
it; and none but the unfair Traders and the Tobacco-FaClors 
on the ot~r. 

' l !hall 
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Ar.no 6, ceo. n. • I lhall beg Leave to mention to you forne of thofe Frauds 
~ which have come to my Knowledge. The Evidence I have 

had of them is to me very convincing : But in fuch Cafes 
Gentlemen ought always to confider what Evidence it is im
poffible to bring, \vhat Evidence it is by the Nature of the 
ThiDg unreafonable to expett.' 

Then Sir Robert Walpole gave an Account of the feve
ral Frauds which had been praB:ifed of late Years in the 
Tobacco-Trade, from which he made Calculations of the 
Lofs the Publick thereby fufrained, particularly that of get
ting the Tobacco weighed at an Under-Weight upon Im
portation, and getting it weighed again upon Exportation .at 
a Weight much above what it ought to be. Then he pro
ceeded thus : 

' Sir, A particular Inftance of this Fraud I came lately to 
the Knowledge of by meer Accident : One Midford, who 
had been a confiderable Tobacco-Merchant in the City, hap
pened to fail, at a Time when he ow'd a large Sum of 
Money upon Bond to the Crown ; whereupon an Extent 
was i:ifued out immediately againft him, and thereby the 
Government got Pofi'effion of all his Books, by which the 
Fraud he had been guilty of was difcovered ; for it appeared 
as may be feen by one of his Books I have in my Hand, 
[Here he jhewed one of Midfonls Books to the Committee] 
that upon the Column where the falfe ~antities, which had 
been enter'd at the Importation, by Cotlufion between him 
and the Officer, by which he paid or bonded the Duty payable 
upon Importation, a Slip of Paper had been fo artfully pafl:ed 
on that it could not be difcover'd, and upon this Slip ofPnper 
were written the real Q!antities which were enter'd, becaufe 
he was obliged to produce the fame Book when that Tobacco 
was enter'd for Exportation ; but then upon Exportation, the 
Tobacco was enter'd and weigh'd according to the ~antities 
mark'd upon this Slip of Paper fo artfully pafted on as I 
have mention'd, by which he got a Drawback, or his Bonds 
returned, to near double the Value of what he bad actually 
paid Duty for upon Importation. Yet this Midford was as 
honeft a Man and as fair a Trader as any in the City of 
London ; I defue not to be mifunderftood, I mean that before 
he fail'd, before thefe Frauds came to be difcover'd, he was 
always reckon'd as honeft a Man, and as fair a Trader as any 
in the City of London, or in any other Part of the Nation.' 
1 After this, he mention'd the feveral Frauds following~ 
viz. That of Re-landing the Tobacco after it was Jhipp'd 
off for Exportation : That of Socking of Tobacco, which 
was a Cant-Word ufed for ftealing and fmuggling it out of 
the Ships after their Arrival in the River., before they were 

· · · unloaded 
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unloaded at the Cuftom-houfe : That of ilripping the Stalks, AIU!o .s. Ceo. n. 
and afterwards fplitting and preffing them by an Engine con-~ 
trived for that Purpofe, and then exporting them : That of 
givjng Bonds for the Duty payable upon Importation, where-
by the Government had loft feverallarge Sums by the Failure 
of Payment of fuch Bonds: That of the rich money'd Men 
making prompt Payments, by which the Publick was obliged 
to allow them Ten per Cent. Difcount as to the Duties, and 
by entering the Tobacco foon after for Exportation, they 
drew back the whole Duties; fo that the Government atlual-
ly loft Ten per Cent. upon all the Tobacco that had been 
fo enter'd. Then he went on as folLows: 

' Sir, Thefe Frauds are notorious, moll: of them are known 
to the whole World; and as the Laws of the Cuftoms have 
been found ineffell:ual for the preventing of fuch Frauds, 
therefore it is propofed to add the Laws of Excife to the Laws 
of the Cufl:orns, and by Means of both it is probable, I may 
fay certain, that all fuch Frauds will be prevented in Time 
to come. 

' By the feveral Subfidies a.nd Impofl:s now payable upon 
Tobacco, by feveral Aas of Parliament made for that Purpofe 
[Here he garve an .Account of the feveral AEIJ of Parliament 

for laying Duties on 'Tobacco] it appears, that the Duties 
now payable upon Tobacco on Importation amount to 6 ~- d. 
per Pound 'Veight, all·which muft be paid down "in ready 
Money, by the Merchant, upon Importation thereof, with 
the Allowance of Ten per Cent. upon prompt Payment .i 
or otherwife there muft be Bonds given with fufficient Sureties 
for ·Payment of the Money, which is often a great Lofs to 
the Publick, and is always a great Inconvenience to the Mer
chant Importer ; whereas, by what I am to propofe, the 
whole Duties to be paid for the future will amount to no 
more than 4 -;$ d. per Pound Weight, and this Duty not to 
be paid 'till the Tobacco comes to be fold for Home-Con
fumption ; (o that if the Merchant exports his Tobacco, he 
will be quite free from all Payment of Duty, or giving Bond 
therefore, or finding out proper Sureties for joining in fuch 
Bond; he will have nothing to do but to re-load his Tobacco 
on board a Ship for Exportation, without being at the 
Trouble to attend for having his Bonds cancell'd, or for 
taking out Debentures for the Drawbacks; all which, I con
ceive, muft be a great Eafe t'o the fair Trader 1 and to every 
fuch Trader the preventing of Frauds muft be a great Ad
vantage, becaufe it will pu,t all the Tobacco-Traders in Bri
tain upon the fame Footing, which is but juft and equal, and 
what ought certainly to be accomplifhed, if it be poffible. 

' Now, in order to make this Eafe effeCtual to the fair 
V o L. II. S s Trader 
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Trader, and to contribute to his Advantage by preventing as 
much as poffible any Frauds in Time to come, I propofe, as 
I have faid, to join the Laws of Excife to thoie of the 
Cuftoms, and to leave the one Penny, or rather three Far
things per Pound, call'd the farther Subfidy, to be ftill 
charged at the Cuftom-Houfeupon the Importation of any 
Tob~cco, which three Farthings 1hall be payable to his Ma
jefty's Civil Lift as heretofore: And T propofe that al1 Tobacco 
for the future, after being weighed at the Cuftom-Houfe. and 
charged with tLe faid three Farthings per Pound, fuall be 
lodg'd in a Warehoufe or Warehoufes, to be appointed 
by the Commiffioners of the Excife for that Purpofe, of 
which W arehoufe the Merchant Importer 1hall have one 
Lock and Key, and the \Varehoufe-keeper to be appointed 
by the faid Commiilioners fhal1 have another ; in order that 
the Tobacco may lie fafe in that W arehoufe till the Mer
chant finds a Market for it, either for Exportation or for 
Home-Confumption: Thus if his Market be for Exportatio~ 
he may apply to his Warehoufe-keeper, and take out as much 
for.that Purpofeas he has Occafion for, which, when weigh
ed at the Cuftom-Houfe, iliall be difcharg'd of the three 
Farthings per Pound with which it was charged upon Impor
tation, io that the Merchant may then export it witho:.1t 
any farther Trouble : But if his Market be for Home
Confumption, that he fhall then pay the three Farthings 
charged upon it at the Cuftom-Houfe upon Importation, and 
that then upon calling his Warehou(e-keeper_, he may deliver 
it to the Buyer, on paying an Inland-Duty of 4 d. per Pound 
Weight, to the proper Officer appointed to receive the fame. 

' And whereas all the Penalties and Forfeitures to become 
due, by the Laws now in Being, for regulating the oollecling 
of the Duties on Tobacco, or at leaft all that Part of them 
which is not given to the Informers, now belong to the 
Crown ; I propofe that all fuch Penalties and Forfeitures, 
fo far as they formerly belonged to the; Crown, fhall for 
the future belong to the Publick, and be applicable to the 
fame Ufes to which the faid Duties iliall be made applicable 
by Parliament; and for that Purrofe I have his M:ajefty's Com
~ands to acquaint this Houfe that he, out of his great Re
gard for the publick Good, with Pleafure confents that they 
fuall be fo apply'd, which is a Condefcenfion in his Majefty, 
that I nope every Gentleman in this Haufe is fully fenfible 
of, and will freely atknowledge. 

' I know there has been an Objetlion made, I expea to 
hear it again made in this Haufe, againft what I now pro
pofe : The ObjeCl:ion is this, ' That a great many of his Ma
• jefty's SubjeCts will be liable to be tried in a Multi
~ tude of Cafes by the Colllllliffioners of Excife, from whom 
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• thete is no Appeal, but to Commiffioners of Appeal, or to 
J uilices of Peace in the Country, all named by the King and 

' removeable at Pleafure, from whom the Appellants cannot 
• expect to meet with Juftice or Redrefs.· I am far from think
ing there is any Gr01md for this Complaint, I am far from 
thinking that any Man ever had a j uil Reafon to fay :hat he 
was wronged, or unjuftly dealt with, either by the Commif
fioners of Appeal, or by the J uftices of the Peace at their 
~arter-Seffions ; but in order to obviate any Objection of 
this Nature, I propofe that all Appeals in this Cafe, as 
well as in all other Cafes relating to the Excife, fhall foy 
the future be heard and dete;rmin'd by two or three of 
the Judges to be m·,med by his Majefty, out of the twelve 
Judges belonging to Weftminfter· Hall ; and that in the 
Country, all Appeals, from the firil Sentence oWis Ma
jefty's Juftices of the Peace, ihall be to the Judg~ Affize 
upon the next Cirtuit which fi1all come into that Country, 
who fhall in all Cafes proceed to hear and determine fucn 
... L\.ppeals in the moil fummary Way, without the Formality 
of Proceedings in Courts of Law or Equity. From fuch 
Judges, and from fuch a Manner of Proceeding, every Man 
rnufl expect to meet with the utmoft Difpatch, and with the 
moil impartial J uftice ; and therefore I rn uft think, that what 
I now propofe can be no Inconvenience to thofe, who may 
thereby be fubjetled to the Laws of Excife ; but that if' 
there was formerly any Ground of Complaint, it may be a 
great R<:liefto thofe who are already fubjeCl:ed to fuch Laws. 

' This is the Scheme which has been reprefented in fuch 
a dreadful and terrible Light : This is the Monfter, that 
many-headed Monfter, which was to devour the People, and 
to commit fuch Ravages over the whole Nation. How juft
ly it has been reprefented in fuch a Light, I fhall leave to 
this Committee, and to the whole World without Doors to 
judge. I have faid, I will fay it again, that whatever Ap
prehenfions and Terrors People may have been brought un
der, from a falfe and malicious Reprefentation of what they 
neither did nor could poffibly know or underftand, I am 
firmly perfuaded, when they do come to know and fully to 
underftand the Scheme which I have now had the Honour to 
open to you, they will view it in another Light; and that 
'if it has the good Fortune to be approved of by Parliament. 
and comes to take Effect, the People wm foon feel the hap-
py Confequences thereof; and when they feel thofe good 
Effects, they will no longer think thofe People their Friends, 
who have fo grofly impofed on their Underfi:andings. 

' I look upon it as a moil: innocent Scheme ; I am con
vinced it can be hurtful to none but Smugglers and unfair 
T r6W.eri; I am certain it will be of great Benefit and Ad~ 
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Anno 6. Cto. JL vantage to tl~e publick Revenue ; and if I had thou'ght o
~ thorwife of it, I never would have ventured to have propof. 

ed it in this Place; therefore I {ball now beg Leave to move 
j that it may be refolved, That it is the Opinion of this Com

mittee, that the Subfidy aud additional Duty upon Tobacco 
of the· Britifh Plantations, granted by an ACt of the 1 :zth 
of King Charles II. and the Impofr thereon, granted by an 
Act of the firft of King James If. and alfo the one third 
Subfidy thereon, granted by an Aa of the zd of ~een 
Anne, amounting in the whole to 5 id. per Pouna, for feveral 
Terms of Years in the faid refpetlive A& mention'd~ and 
which have fmce been continued and made perpetual, fub 4 

jefi to Redemption by Parliament, fhall from and after the 
24-th Day of June 1 7 3 3, ceafe and determine., 

Mr Perry. 

Sir R~bert Walpole having thus opened and explained the 
Nature' of the Excife-Scheme, Mr Perry anfwered him as 
follows : 

Si1·, 
' The honourable Gentleman on the Floor has taken up 

a great deal of the Time of the Committee, in ftating a 
great Number and Variety of Facts, and in drawing Con· 
clufions and making Calculations, upon the Suppofition that 
every one of thofe Fa& was exactly as he has been pleafed 
to reprefent them to us. This I cannot entirely agree with 
the Gentleman in, for if all thofe FaCls were exaCtly as he 
has reprefented them, and if all the Computations he has made 
upon that Suppofition were juft, that O!!antity of Tobacco~ 
the. Duties of which the Publick is thereby fuppofed to be 
entirely defrauded of, would amount to a. much greater 
~antity of Tobacco yearly, than grows in the whole Coun
try from which we fetch that Commodity. I did not expett 
to have heard fo long a Detail of Fa&. or fo many prt.rti· 
cular Computations : I do not think it at all necelfary upon 
the prefent Occaiion; I expetl:ed that the Gentleman would 
have taken a much more general and a more juft Method : I 
thought he would have ftated t') us the ~antity of Tobac
co yearly imported, the ~antity yearly exported, and would 
have given us the bell Proofs that could be found for jufii
fying his Computations in that Refpea, becaufe from thence 
every Man might have eafily feen what ~antity remained 
for Home-Confurnption, and what Sum of Money this would 
have yearly brought in, if the Duties had been all regularly 
paid ; and upon comparing that with what thofe Duties 
have really amounted to for fame Years paft, we might ha11e 
been able to have made fome Guefs at the Value of the 
Frauds that have been committed, and at the Advantage 
that may accrue to the Publick, fuppofmg that all Frauds had 
been prevented for the Time to come. 

This 
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' This is the proper Way, the only Way of coming at Anno 6. (".eo. u. 

any Sort of certain Knowledge in the Affair b~fore us, but I ~ 
am afraid if we fuould confider it in this Way, we fuould 
find that the Scheme now propofed to us would be of no 
fuch mighty Advantage to the publick Revenue as has been 
reprefemed, even fupponng that all Frauds were for the fu-
ture to be thereby entirely prevented: ABd confidering that 
no Method of Collettion, no Pains or Penalties, that can be 
contrived, can be fuppofed effe8:ual for preventing every 
Fraud that may hereafter be invented and fet on Foot; we 
1hould find no great Temptation for agreeing to any Scheme, 
by which the Libetties of our Country may be brought inte> 
the leaft Danger, for the fake of any Advantage that we 
cguld fuppofe would thence accrue to the publick Revenue. 
That there are Frauds committed in the Tobacco-Trade, I 
1hall never pretend to deny, I make no manner ofDoubc but 
that there are too many Frauds committed in that Trade, 
as well as in every other Branch of the puhlick Revenue : 
But upon a fair State of the Cafe, J am fure they cannot 
amount to near that Valae, which the honourable Gentleman 
has been pleafed to mention ; and therefore I beg Leave to 
examine a litt:te thofe particular Frauds and Calculations 
which have been mention'd by him.' 

Here Mr Perry went thro' and examin'd aU the Frauds 
that had been mention'd, and all the Computations that had 
been made, more particularly as to the Bonds, then went on. 

- Sir, It has been' pretended; that the Publick has fuC. 
tained, and are frill in Danger of futla.illing great Lo1fes by 
the Method of granting Bonds for the Duties payable upon 
Tobacco : This I had before heard hinted at by the honou
rable Gentleman, and therefore I have lately had a M,eeting 
with fever.al of the Merchants in London trading in Tobac
co : We have examined. that Affair, and I can now tell that 
Gentleman, that I have it in Commiffion from them to pro
pofe, that if the Government wiU give us a Difcount but 
of zo,ooo I. we will give undeniable Security for the Pay
ment of all the· Bonds they are now potfdfed of, which are 
not become defperate by the Bondfmen beirJg already gone 
oft: or become Banlcrupt-S. 

~ As to that Fraud call'd Socking, it has been already dif
cover'd, and is, I hope, prev~::nted. But it is well known, 
that the Merchants difcover'd it firft, the Merchants went 
and complain'd of it to the Cammifiion~rs of the'· Cuf. 
toms, and the Merchants join'd and affifted the Officers of the 
Cuftoms in putting an effeCtual Stop thereto. This I muft 
know, becaufe I had the Honour. to go at the Head of 
fev(U"al Merchants trading in Tobacco, to the Commiffioners 
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AAno6. Oeo. u. of the Cufloms, to requeft of them that we might be a1 .. 

J':'JS·B· Iow'd to give a Gratuity to one of their Officers, who had 
""--v---1 been moit inHrumental in the detefling and preventing of 

that Fraud, and accordingly I myfelf paid that Officer a 
very handfome Sum of Money, which we all thought his 
Diligence and Integrity very well deferv'd . 

. : As to the Frauds committed at the Weighing of the 
Tobacco either on Importation or Exportation, I am afraid 
ahey are too frequent: But as the Tobacco is always weighed 
upon the publick Cuftom-Houte Keys, where Cutlom-Houfe 
Officers fwarm like Bees before a Hive ; and as there muft 
be two or three Officers of the Cuft:oms attending and over· 
looking the Weighing of every Cask ofTobacco, we cannot 
fuppofe that thefe Frauds were ever fo enormous as they are 
reprefented to be: Whatever Frauds are committed in that 
Way, muft: be either by Neglect or Collufion of the Officers, 
and I cannot fee how the Scheme now propofed to us will 
make the Officers, either of the Cuftoms or the Excife, more 
diligent in their Duty, or mote faithful in their Truft, than 
they were heretofore. As to the Re-landing of Tobacco 
after it has been enter'd for Exportation, it was never pre~ 
tended that this was praaifed at the Port of London, nor 
can it be pretended that any great ~antities of fuch To
bacco were ever confum'd in London: This is a PraClice 
that may pei·haps have been frequent in the Northern Parts 
of the Hlanc, and in fame diftant Creeks and Corners of 
the Coaft ; and while there is fuch a vaft Difproportion be~ 
tween the prime Coft and· the Duties on Tobacco, I may 
prophecy, that in fuch remote Plac:e:» this will always be a 
Practice : It could not be prevented by ten Times the N um
ber of Officers we have, even tho' we had a much more 
numerous Army to fupport them than we have at prefent: 
And as for the ft:ripping., cutting, and preffing the Stalks, 
and the Engine that has been invented for that Purpofe, if 
the honourable Gentleman mention'd it as a Fraud, or as a 
late Difcovery, he miilakes it very much; on the contrary, 
it is no Fraud, nor is it a late Difcovery ; it is a Bufmefs 
that has been openly, honeilly, and publickly carry'd on for 
many Years; it is a Bufinefs that has improv'd our Tobacc()& 
Trade, and is as common and as well known as the Bufinefs 
of~ Woollen or a Linnen-Draper. 

' Permit me now to take fome Notice of the Tobacco· 
Planters, and of the Hardfhips they are laid under by their 
Tobacco-FaCl:ors, who are, it feems, now become their Lords 
and Ma~ers. I am fure none of them ever thought of com
plaining, 'till they were put upon it by Letters and Appli
cations from hence. There are Hardfhips in all Trades, 
which Men muft necefiiuily fubmit to, or give up their 
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Eufinefs ; but every Man, that underftands the Tobacco
Trade, muft fee that the Hardfhips the Factors labour under, 
are by much the moft numerous and the moil grievous ; and 
if this Scheme fhould take E:ffea, they will become fo grie~ 
vous, that no Man would be able to continue in the Trade ; 
by this the Planters would be utterly undone, and the 
Trade quite loft co this Nation; for it will be impoffib1e for 
them to manage their Plantations, or to fend their Produce 
to Britain, without having fome confiderablc Merchants fet
tled here, to fend Ships to receive the fame in America, to 
receive and difpofe of it after it is landed here, and to fupply 
them with ready Money 'till their Tobacco can be brought 
to a proper Market. As to the Remonfirance, mention'd by 
the honourable Gentleman to have been lately fent over by 
the Tobacco-Planters, I know it was obtain'd by Letters fent 
from hence, and I believe many of thofe who join'd in it, 
now heartily repent of what th{'y have done ; it was drawn 
up in Form of a Petition to this Houfe, and was defigned 
to have been prefented, but it feems the Promoters of it 
have thought better of the Matter: However, that it was 
obtain'd in the unfair Manner I have reprefented, I am now 
ready to prove to the Conviaion of the whole World. 

This then being the Cafe, as the Scheme now propofed 
to us cannot be fuppofed to be of any great Benefit to the 
publick Revenue, as it will be fo £.1r from being an Ad. 
vantage to the fair Trader, or to the honeft Planter, that it 
may probably11ruin both, and entirdy deftroy our Tobacco
Trade ; tho I, and all honeft Men, and I defy that ho
nourable Gentleman, I defy the whole World to reproach 
me with one unfair Pratl:ice in the whole Courfe of my Life, 
I fay, tho' I and all honefi Men wifh from our Hearts that 
Frauds may be prevented in this, as well as in every other 
Branch of the publick Revenue, yet I cannot give my Af
fent to a Propofition that may be of fo dangerous CGnfe
quence ; a Propofition which I look upon to be inconfill:ent 
with our ConHitution ; I am convinced it would prove a 

'· moft fatal Stroke to the Liberti~s of my Country, which 
will, I doubt not, be made plainly appear by other Gentle
men of much greater Abilities than mine: And to every 
Man who has a Regard for his Country, or for the People 
he reprefents, this lail muil be a fufficient Reafon for being 
againft it, even tho' it were otherwife the moft beneficial 
Scheme that had ever been propofed. 

' But fince I look upon my being a Member of this 
Houfe, as the greatefi: Glory of my Life, fince I look upon 
that Day on which I was chafe one of the Reprefentatives 
of the City of London, as the moft aufpicious Day of my 
whole Life, I cannot tamely fit ftill and hear the whole 
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Ar.no ~- Ceo. u. , Body of the Merchants of that great City reprefented by 
~ th~t honourable Gentlema,, as a Pack of Rogues, Smug· 

glers, and unfair Traders. It is a Treatment they no way 
deferve, it is a very odd, a very unkind Sort of Treatment, 
and fuch a Treatment as I am fure they never will forget, 
and I believe never will forgive.' 

Sir P. Methuen. Sir Paul Methuen fpokc next. 
Sir, 

' When I firft heard of this Scheme, I was in the Coun
try, and there I mull: fay that it had been reprefented in 
fuch a Light, as created a general Difiike to it, and raifed 
great Apprehenfions in the Minds of moil People. It was 
reprefented as a Scheme for introducing a General Excife; 
f uch a Scheme I own I would not allow myfelf to think 
was contrived or approved of by any Gentleman in the Ad
mini1lration ; I did imagine, that all thofe in the Admi
ruftration were very well convinced, that a General Excife 
was what the People of England would never quietly fubmit 
to, and therefore did not believe that any of them would 
ever countenance a Scheme which had the leaft Tendency 
that Way. ,But now, after having heard it open'd, and 
fully explain'd, by the honourable Gentleman on the Floor, 
I cannot but think that it is a wide Step towards eftablifh
ing a General Excife, and therefore I muft be excufed af
fenting to it. 

' How far it relates to Trade, with which i~ certainly 
has a very clofe Conne8:ion, I lhallleave to be explain'd by 
others more converfant in thofe Affairs ; nor will I take 
upon me to fa~ how far it may be a Remedy for the Frauds 
tnention'd by the honourable Gentleman; but there is 
another Concern which I £hall always~ while I have the 
Honour to fit in this Haufe, have a particular Eye to, and 
that is, the Liberty of my Country. The Danger with 
which this Scheme feems to threaten the Liberty of many 
of my Fellow-Subjetls, is alone of fufficient Force to make 
me give my Negative to the ~efrion. Let Gentlemen but 
refletl, let them but caft their Eyes back on the feveral 
Laws that· have been made fince the Revolution, they will 
there find. that there has been already more Power vefted 
in the Crown,' than may be thought altogether confiftent 
with the Conftitution of a free Country ; and therefore, I 
hope this Haufe will never think of adding to that Power, 
which there may be fome Ground to fufpea is already too 
far extended. 

' The Laws of Excife have always been look'd upon as 
moft grievous to the Subject: : All thofe already fubjetled to 
fuch Laws, are, in my Opinion, fo f.1r depriv'd of their 
Liberty ; and fince by this Scheme, a great many more of 
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his Majefty's faithful Subjects are to be fubjefled to thofe Anno 6. Geo.JL 

arbitrary Laws, let the Advantages accruing to the Publick ~ 
from it be never fo great or fo many, they will be pur-
chafed at too dear a Rate, if they are purchafed at the Ex-
pence of the Liberty of the meaneft of his Majefty's SubjeCts i 
for even the meaneil Man in the Nation has as natural and 
as good a Right to his Liberty, as the greateft Man in this 
or in any other Kingdom. 

' Let us but take a View of the neighbouring Nations 
in Europe, they were all once free ; the People of every one 
of them had once as many Liberties and Privileges to boaft 
of as we have now; but at prefent they are moft of them 
reduced to a State of Slavery, they have no Liberty, no 
Property or Law, nor any Thing they can depend on. Let 
us examine their Hiftoties!-- let us inquire into the Methods 
by which they are deprived of their Libetties, and we fhall 
.find a very near Refemblance between thofe Methods and 
the Scheme now propofed to us. Aimofi: in every Country 
in the World, the Liberties of the People have been de
firoy'd, under Pretence of preferving or of refcuing the 
People from fome great Evil, to which it was pretended they 
were expofed: This is the very Cafe now before us, in order 
to enable the Crown to prevent fame little Frauds, pretended 
to have been committed in the ancient Method of collecting 
the publick Revenue, it is propofed to us to put fuch a 
Power in the Hands of the Crown, as may enable fome fu
ture Prince to enfiave. the whole Nation. This is really the 
Light in which this Scheme appears to me; but to the ho
nourable Gentkman who propofed it to us, I am perfuaded 
it appears in a quite different Light, otherwife I am certain 
he would never have propofed it to this Committee. How~ 
ever, fince the Generality of the Nation have already fuewn 
a great Di:llike to it ; I therefore hope the honourable Gen
tleman may be prevailed on to delay it 'till another Seilion 
of Parliament ; in fuch a Delay there can be no Danger, 
there can be no great Lofs to the Publick ; more efpecially 
fince the Money, to be thereby raifed, is not fo much as 
propofed to be applied to the current Service of the prefent 
Year : ·If it be delay'd till another Seffion of Parliament, 
Gentlemen will then have Time to confider it fully, and to 
confult with their Conftituents about it ; by that Time it 
may pofiibly appear in a quite difFerent Light both to me 
and to many other Gentlemen, without Doors as well as 
within; and then, if upon Examination it appears to be as 
good a Thing as fome Gentlemen now fecm to believe, it 
will~ without Doubt, be approved of by the Generality of 
thofe without, as well as by the Majority of thofe within. 

V a L. II. T ' · ~ But 
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Anno 6. ceo. 11. ' But I hope thofe Gentlemen, who have now fo good an 
~ Opinio~ of the Scheme, will not think of thrufti~g it down 

People s Throats, when they fee that the Generahty of the 
Nation have an Opinion of it quite different from what they 
have ; fuch a Refolution, fuch an Attempt might produce 
Confequences which I tremble to think of: and this is ano
ther Motive which is of great Weight with me ; I have the 
Honour to know his Majefl:y, his Royal Perfon I have for
merly had the Honour to approach, and I know him to be 
a Prince of fo much Goodnefs, that were this Scheme re
prefented in this Light to him, he never would approve of 
it ; to him it will always be a fufficient Reafon againfl: any 
Propofition, that the Generality of his People have fhewn 
their Difiike to it : I love his Majefty, I have a fincere and 
a dutiful Refpect for him and all his Royal Family; and 
therefore I fhali always be afraid of any Thing that may 
alienate the AfFecrions of many of his Majefty's faithful Suh
jeCls, which I believe would be the certain Confequence of 
the prefent Eilablifhment of this Scheme; for which Reafons, 
if the ~eftion be now pufhed, I :lhall moft heartily give 
my Negative to it.' 

Sir P. Yorke, Then Sir Philip Yorke* fpoke as follows: 
Sir, 

c After the honourable Gentleman near me had open'd to 
the Committee, in a Manner fo full and fo clear, a Scheme 
which had met with fo unfair and fo ungenerous a Treat
ment, before thofe who treated it fo could know any Thing 
abotlt ir, I little expeB:ed that the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke lail, or any Gentleman in this Committee, could 
be fo far deceiv'd, as to have taken it in the Light they do. 
In my Opinion, the Debate is now put upon a Footing very 
different from what it ought to be : What can the Affair 
now before us have to do with our Confl:itution? There is 
nothing, there can be nothing fuppofed to be in the Propo
:fition made by my honourable Friend, that can in the Ieafl: 
tend towards incroaching on our Conftitution, or towards 
affecting the Liberty of the SubjeB:. The only Confideration 
at prefent before us is, Whether we fhall allow thofe grofs 
Frauds and Abufes, formerly committed in the Tobacco
Trade, to be Hill carry'd on with Impunity, or accept of a 
Remedy which, by effeB:ually preventing thefe Frauds for 
the future, will confiderably improve the publick Revenue, 
will be of great Advantage to the fair Trader, and of £ngu
lar Ufe and Benefit to the whole Nation? 

~This 
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' This is the plain ~eftion now before us and. if it be Ann:l 6. Ceo. n. 

confider'd in its proper Light, without confo~ndi'ng it with ~ 
other Matters with which it has no Marmer of Relation, I 
am fure it cannot admit of any Debate. The honourable 
Gentleman, in opening this Affair to us, made it io manifeft 
that there have been great Frauds committed in that Branch 
of Trade ; and that the preventing of thofe Frauds would 
be a great Improvement to the publick Revenue, that what 
he advanceJ. on that He.1d has not been oppofed or contra-
dicted : And this Haufe has been upon all Occafions fo very 
careful of the publick Revenues, and has been always fo 
ready to agree to any Meafures for preventing Abufes in the 
collecting of them, that I cannot help thinking that the 
Diflike,. which appears aga.inft the Remedy now propofed, 
muft proceed from fome other Motives than Gentlemen arc 
willing to own. 

' It is certain, that by the Frauds and Abufes that are 
committed in this Branch of the Revenue, not only the Pub
lick is cheated of what is due to them, but likewife every 
private Confumer is moft grofly impoied on, for he pays 
the fame Price as if the Duties had actua11y been paid to 
the Publick : He pays a high Price for what he confumes, 
but then he has this for his Comfort, that he thinks a great 
Part of that high Price goes towards the publick Good of 
his Country ; but in all fraudulent Trade he is impofed on, 
the high Price he pays, goes every Farthing of it into the 
Pocket of the fraudulent Dealer. This then being plainly 
the Cafe, I iliould think that the Gentlemen, who op
pofe this Scheme, ought to endeavour to fhews us, that no 
fuch Frauds, as are pretended, have been committed ; or that 
they are fo inconfiderable that they are not worth minding ; 
or that what is propoied would be no Sort of Remedy for 
them : But upon the prefent ~eilion, to talk of our Confti
tution feems really to me to be a Sort of Infinuation, as if 
Frauds in the colleCting of the publick Revenue were be
come a Part of our Conftitution ; and that whoever attempts 
to remedy them, muft attempt fomething againft our Confti
tution : And as to the Liberty of the Subject, it is not 
poffible for me to find out any Liberty that can be ftruck at 
by the Scheme now before us, but the Liberty of Smug
gling; for as to National Liberty, as to that Liberty which 
has always been, and I hope always will be the Glory 
of the People of thefe Kingdoms, it is certain that our 
publick Revenues are its greateft Security : How then 
can that Scheme be faid to tend towards the deftroying of 
Liberty, which fo evidently tends towards the Improvement 
of that upon which our Liberty manifeiUy depends ? 
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Anno 6. ceo, II. c As to the raifmg Clamours and DifafFeCl:ion among his 
~ Majefty's faithful Subjects, there can be no Reafon for appre

hending any fuch Thing from the Scheme now propofed to 
us ; whatever Clamours may have been unjufily raifed by 
itl-defigning Men againil: the Scheme before it was known. 
will certainly all vanifh as foon as it comes to be publickly 
known that there never was any Thing intended by the 
Scheme, but only to enable the Puhlick to receive thofe Du
ties they are already by Law intitled to ; and to pre\·ent the 
fair Trader's being undone by Rogues and Smugglers: So 
that one ilrong Argument with me for agreeing to the Scheme 
is, that by carrying it into Execution, and thereby thewing 
to every Man what it really is, thofe ill-grounded Clamours~ 
which have been raifed by the Enemies of the Government~ 

-may be allay'd; and may be made appear to be at laft: as 
groundlefs as they were ~t firft malicious. Befides, as one of 
the chief Things intended by this Scheme, is the Relief of 
the Landed Intereft, it muft contribute towards eftablifhing 
his Majefty and his Government in the Hearts and Affections 
of ail the Landed Gentlemen in England, when they fee 
themfelves fo con:fiderably relieved as to a Tax, which they 
have been charged with for a great many Years ; and that 
without loading them, or any of their Fellow-Subje&, with 
any new Tax whatever, or obliging one honeft Man in the 
Kingdom to contribute a Farthing to the publick Charge 
more than he did before : This muft fecure to his Majefty 
the Affet\:ions of all honeft Men, and it will greatly improve 
our Chara8:er among our Foreign Neighbous; for when the;: 
fee that the Government may be fupported in Times of 
Peace, without the Affiftance of that Impofition which is 
yearly raifed upon the Landholders of Great-Britain, they 
will be careful of giving us any Difturbance or otfunce ; they 
will all fee that we have a Fund in Referve, ready at all 
Times, and fufficient for fupporting a moft heavy and expen
five War. 

' As to the Severity of the Laws of Excife, I am furpriz'd 
to hear Gentlemen talk fo much of it as they do. They 
talk of thofe Laws as if there were fomething in them moil: 
:lingularly fevere, when it is well known that the Laws of the 
Cuftoms are in many Cafes as. fevere as thofe of the Excife, 
and the Powers granted by the former are, in moft Cafes, as 
exten:five as thofe granted by the latter : An Officer of the 
Cuftoms has, in many Cafes, a Po\\'er of entering the Houfe 
of any SubjeCt in Britain ; this is a Power that is abfolutely 
neceffary to be given, and will always be neceifary as long 
as we have any Duties to be levy'd; it is a Power they have 
had for many Years, and yet it never has been, I hope it 
never will be abufed ; if ever it 1honld, the Parliament 

would, 
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would, without Doubt, feverely chaftife that Officer that 
committed fuch an Abufe, or thofe Commiffioners who dared 
to encourage him in the committing of any fuch Abufe. 
In this therefore the Laws of the Excife arc no more fevere 
than the Laws of the Cuftoms, and in moft other Cafes we 
fhall find them pretty much the fame with refpett to Severi· 
ty; for which Reafon I could not but be furprifed to hear 
the honourable Gentleman, who fpoke laft, fay, 'That he 
' thought all thofe who were fubjeCl: to the Laws of Excife 
' were downright Slaves, and were entirely deprived of their 
' Liberty :' I believe that moil: of rhofe People, who are fub
jea: to the Lay.·s of Excifc, look upon themfelves t.o be as 
free, and enjoy as much Liberty, as any other of his Maje
fty's Subjeets. 

' One of-the great Complaints againft this Scheme is, I 
find, that it will greatly increafe the Number of Excife
Officers ; a new Army of Excifemen, it is faid, muft be 
raifed for the Execution of this Scheme, and this may be of 
dangerous Confequence to our Liberties : But how little 
Weight there is in this Argument, I leave to every Gentle
man to judge ; the \Vhole N umbe: propofed to be added is 
not above t z6 Officers ; and granting tha~ there were to be 
•so, is this Nation to be enflaved by 150 little Excifemen? 
In this there is really {omething fo ridiculous, that I am al· 
moft afham'd to mention it. 

' Another ObjeCtion is, ' That thereby a great m~my People 
c: will be fubjetted to be try' d by the CommiHioners of Excife, 
' or by Commiffi.oners of Appeal, who are entirely dependent 
' on the Crown, and removeable at Pleafure :·· But .this Ob
jection is, I think, entirely removed, by making the Appeal 
to three Judges in '\Veftminfter-Hall, who are all Judges for 
Life, and are confeqnently entirely independent on the 
Crown. To this the Gentlemen anfwer, • That, t";L·n before 
' thofe Judges, the SubjeCt is not to be try'd by ::t Jury,' and 
this is loudly complained of, as if the fubjeaing of Engli1h
men to any Trial but that by a Jury, were a great Innova
tion, and a dangerous Encro:lchment upon our Conftitution. 
I own that by the Great Charter, by one of the Fundatnen
tal Articles of our Conftitution, every Englifhman is to be 
try'd by his Peers; but has not the Wifdom of the Nation 
found it neceff<!ry to admit of many Exceptions to this gene· 
ral Rule ; we have feveral of our moft eminent Courts, 
which are in every Method of thei:· PrGcecding an Exception 
to this Rule; in the Court of Chancery we have no Trials 
hy Juries ; in the High Court of Admiralty we have no 
Trials by Juries ; and in many particular Cafes it is order'd, 
that the Affilir fhall be try'd in the moft fummary Way with
out any Jury: In all thefe Cafes the Wifdom of the Nation 

found 
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Anno 6. Ceo.ll. found it neceff'ary to depart from the general Rule efiabli£hed. 
~ by the Great Charter, and therefore they altered the Method 

· of Trial; Why fhould not the Legifl1ture now do the fame? 
Is not their Power the fame ? And if they fee good Reafon 
for it in the prefent Cafe ought not they to do it ? What
ever is done by the Wifdom of Parliament becomes a Part 
of our Conftitution ; and whatever new Method of Trial is 
thereby introduced, becomes from thenceforth as much a 
Part of our Conftitution as ever the old one was. 

c Now, if ever there was a Reafon in any Cafe for al
tering the ancient Method of Trial by Jury, I am fure there 
is a very ftrong Reafon for altering it with regard to Trials 
concerning the Revenue : Every Gentleman, who has been 
the Ieaft converfant in the Courts of Weftrninfter-HalJ, well 
knows the Partiality of Juries in Favour of thofe, who are 
fued by the Crown for any Frauds in the publick Revenue; 
I could give many Infi:ances of it, but I fhall mention only 
one. [Here heinform'd the Haufe of the Caft.] The De
fendant in this Cafe was one of the moft famous and the 
mofi: notorious Smugglers in the whole Country, he had 
often been try'd for fuch PraCtices, and though he had al
ways before efcaped, yet it was thought impoffible he fhould 
then get off; I had then tqe Honour to ferve the Crown~ 
and fo muft very well remember the Trial ; the Evidence 
:~~gainft him was fo very f uU and clear, that I believe there was 
not a Man in the Court, except thofe on the Jury, who 
were not fully _convinced of the Truth of the Evidence given 
againft him; he was, according to the Opinion of every 
other Mar. prefent, f•.Jliy convicted of what he was accufed 
of; yet the Gentlemen of the Jury thought fit to bring in 
a V erdia in his Favour : So that really the Crown can nevet' 
pretend to prevent Smuggling or unfair Trading, as long as 
the Trills are to be for the moft Part by Juries ; and where 
it becomes neceffary to alter the Method of Trial, the alterit;~g 
it in that new Cafe can no more be faid to be an Innovation 
vr an Incroachment on our Conftitution, than the altering 
of it formerly in another Cafe was. 

' In ihort, .I have as great a Value for the Liberty of 
my Fellow-SubjeCl:s as any Gentleman in this Haufe ; I ihall 
always be ready to appear for the Liberties of my Country,. 
whenever I fee them in any Manner attacked : But as Li
berty does not at all enter into the prefent O!!eftion, it is 
needlefs to make any Declarations about it, or to have it 
any wife under our Confideration ; and therefore I fhall be 
very ready to give my Affent to the Motion made by the 
honoarable Gentleman near me. 

Sir Philip Yorke having done fpeaking, Sir Paul Methuen 
flood up azain and fpoke as follows : 

Sir,. 
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Sir, Anno 5. ~eo. D. 

: I rife up only to explain myfelf as to one Particular, ~ 
in which the honourable and learned Gentleman over the sir P,Mcthucn. 

'Vay, for whom I have a very great Refpetl:, feems to have 
mitlaken me, or rather has mifreprefented what I faid; for 
I did not fay, that thofe who are now fubjeCl to the Laws 
of Excife are downright Slaves, or that they are totally 
depriv'd of their Liberty : I fhould be forry if any fuch 
Thing could be faid of any Man, that has the leaft Pretence 
to call himfelf a Subject of Great Britain; but I faid that 
thofe, who are fubjected to the Laws of Excife, are, fa far 
as they are fubjeCled to fuch Laws, depriv'd of their Li-
berty: They are deprived of a Part of their Liberty, and 
therefore cannot be faid to be as free as any other of Ius 
Majefty's Subjetls. This is frill my Opinion, and if thofe, 
who are fa unfortunate as to be fubjetl to the Laws of Ex-
cife, were to be· asked the ~eftion, Whether they think 
themfelves as free in all Cafes, as ·thofe who are fubjea to 
no fuch Laws ? I believe there is not one of them but would 
anfwer, No.' 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next : s.ir J.lhrw•. 
Sir, 

' I find that the honourable Gentleman who opened this 
Scheme to the Committee, [Sir Robert Walpole.] and the 
learned Gentleman who fpoke fince, [Sir Phili'p Yorke] 
make great Complaints of fome People's having gro:lly and 
malicioufly mifreprefented their Scheme, before thofe mali
cious Perfons knew what it was. For my Part, I happen to 
he of a very different Way of thinking ; for tho' I am far 
from thinking that the Scheme, as now open'd to us, is the 
very fame with what it was when firft formed ; yet, even as 
it is now opened, it is fuch a Scheme, in my Opinion, a& 
cannot, even by Malice itfelf, be reprefented to be worfe 
than it really is. Now that I know it; now that I fee what 
it is, it appears to me to be a Scheme that will be attended 
with all thofe bad Confequences, that ever were apprehended 
from it before it was known ; and I plainly forefee, that 
it will produce none of thofe good EffeCts, which Gentlemen 
have been pleafed to entertain us with the Hopes of: They 
have, indeed, gilded the Pill a little, but the Compofitiou 
within is frill the fame ; and if the People of England be 
obliged to fwallow it, they will find it as bitter a Pill as 
ever was fwallow'd by them .fince they were a People. 

' The learned Gentleman was pleafed to fay that he was 
ofOpinion, that the Oppo.fition to this wicked Scheme, for 
fo I mufr call it, proceeded from other Motives than Gentle
men are willing to own. I do not know what Motives he 
~ mean : But I am perfuaded, that t.hofe Gentlemen who 

propofe 



Anno 6. Geo. 11. 
17P··H· 
~ 

( 336 
propofe this Si:heme, have fome fecret Views, which it would 
neither be convenient or iafe for them to own in this Place; 
for as to any Reafons or Views, which may be openly avow,d 
for the propofing of this Scheme, I know of none, but that 
of preventing the Frauds that may be committed in that 
Branch of the Revenue now under our Confideration : And 
that it will not anfwer that Purpofe, has been made plainly 
appear by my worthy Bmther near me ; [ Mr Perry] 
but granting that this Scheme fhou]d anfwer fuch a Pu~·pofe, 
if the Laws now in being, duly executed, are fufficient to 
anfwer that Purpofe, what Neceffity is there for applying 
this new, this defperate Remedy, a Remedy which is cer
tainly much worfe than the Difeafe? But before I proceed 

llir J. n~rnard any farther, I fuall defire that the Commiffianers of the 
moves, That the d · h D b II d 
Commillioners.of Cuftoms, who are atten mg at t e oar, may e ca e 
the Cuiloms m1ght • , 
be called in, which In. 
beinP, a·· rel d to, 
they"arc cxamin'd 
as to the Amount 
()f th" Frauds in 
the Tobacco
Trade, 

The Commiffioners were accordingly called in, and being 
afk.ed by Sir John Barnard, What they thought the Value 
of the Frauds committed in the Tobacco-Trade rnjght 
amount to one Year with another? Their Anfwer was, That 
they had never made any Computation : But one of them 
faid, That by a Computation he had made only to fatisfy 
his own private Curiofity, he believed the Frauds come to 
their Knowledge, might amount to 30 or fO,ooo I. per 
.llnnum, one Year with another. Then Sir John Barnard 
afk'd them, '\~rhether it was their Opinion, that if the Of.. 
ficers of the Cuftoms performed their Duty diligently and 
faithfully, it would not effectually prevent all, or moil of the 
Frauds that co.uld be committed in the Tobacco-Trade ? To 
which they anfwer'd, That it was their Opinion it would. 
Then he a.fk.'d them farther, Whether it was their Opinion, 
that if the Commiilioners of the Cuftoms had the fame 
Power over their Officers, as the Commiffioners of the Ex
cife have over theirs, it would not contribute a great deal 
towards making them more faithful in the Difcharge of 
their Duty than they now are ? To this their Anfwer was, 
That they believed it would. After this, the Comrnif
fioners being withdrawn, Sir John Barnard proceeded thus : 

Sir, 
' I now leave it to every Gentleman in this Houfe to 

confider~ what real Pretence can be form'd for introducing 
fuch a dangerous Scheme, as what has been propofed to us: 
The only Pretence I have yet heard made ufe of is, the 
preventing of Frauds, by which, fay they, the fair Trader 
will be encouraged, and the Revenue encreafed : But now 
you fee, that it is the Opinion, even of the Commiffioners of 
the Cuftoms, that, by a due Execution of the Laws now i11 
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Being, all or moft of thofe Frauds may be effe8:ually prevent- Anno 6. Ceo. u. 
ed ; and I am fure, if rhey can be prevented by the Laws in ~ 
Being, the preventing of them by that Method will contribute 
much more to the Increafe of the publick Revenue, and to 
the Encouragement of the fair Trader, than the preventing 
of them by Means of the dangerous Scheme now propofed to 
us. I now leave it to the whole World to judge, who are 
they that have fecret Motives which they are not willing to 
own ; which they dare not own; Whether it be thofe who 
are the Propofers and Promoters of this Scheme, or thofe who 
are the Oppofers of it? 

' The learned Gentleman fcemed to be furprifed how our 
Conftitution, or the Liberties of our Country came to be 
brought in to the prefent Debate: He faid, 'He thought they 
~ had no Manner of Concern in the prefent ~eftion.' I am 
forry to differ from a Gentleman who, by his Profeffion, 
ought, who certainly does underHand the Nature of our Con
ftitution, as well as any Man in England; but I am of Opi
nion, that the Confiitution of our Government,. and the Li
berty of the Subje8:, was never more nearly or more immedi
ately concerned in any O!!efiion, than they are in the prefent; 
they are both fo deeply concerned, that their Prefervation or 
their total Overthrow depends entirely upon the Succefs of 
the Scheme now under Confideration : If the Scheme fuc
ceeds, they rnuft tumble of courfe ; if the Scheme is defeat
ed, they may be preferved : I hope they will be preferved 
'till Time fhall be no more. But I muft fay, that the learned 
Gentleman, and every Gentleman who appears as an Ad
vocate for the Scheme now .propofed to us, is much in the 
Right to keep, if they can, the Conftitution and the Liber
ties of their Country out of the Debate ; it is from thence 
that the principal Arguments are to be fonned againft their 
Scheme; it is from thence that fuch Arguments may be form 'd 
againft it, as muft appear unanfwerable to every Man who 
has a Regard for either. 

~ The Gentleman tells us, ' That there are but I .zo, or 
~ 150 Excife-Officers, betides Warehoufe-Keep·:rs, to be ad
~ ded by the Scheme now before us ; · and this additional 
Number they feem to make a Ridicule of ; but confidering 
the Swarms of Tax-Gatherers we have already eftablifi1'd, 
this fmall Number, as they call it, is no trivial .\'latter ; 
and I would be glad to know from thofe Gentlemen, what 
they call Warehoufe-Kcepers, and what Number of them 
may be neceffary ? I hope they will allow, that a Warehoufe
Keeper appointed by the Treafury,and paid by the Treaftuy, 
is an Officer of the Revenue, as much as any other Officer 
whatfoever; and if the Number that there muft be of thefe 
be added to the other~ I believe we may find that the N um-
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Anno 6. Geo. n. her of Revenue-Officers to be added by this Scheme muft be 

17rz·JJ· very confiderable. 
~ 'As for the new Method of Appeal propofed, I can fee 

no Advantage th:n· it will be of to any unfortunate Man that 
may have Occafion for it : In all Cafes, the C:Jarge and 
Trouble of attending muft be very great, and the Event very 
precarious ; but in moil: Cafes, where poor Retailers rnJ.y 
have Occafion to be concerned, th<! Charge and Trouble of 
Attendance muft be greater than the SubjeCt c:m bear, fo 
that all fuch People muft fuccumb ; they muft fllh:nit to tht: 
Determination of the Commiffioners of the Exci:e, and can 
expect no other Redrefs, hut what they meet \\'ith from the 
Mercy of thofe Commiili::mcrs. The Judges of \Vetiminfter· 
Hall are, 'tis true, for Life, but they arc all n:uncd by the 
Crown; I fuall fay nothing of the prefent 1 udgcs, who fo 
worthily fill the feveral Benches of \Veilminfter-I-Ldl ; but if 
they fhould die, and if the Crown fhould be refolved to ufe 
that Power, which the Parliament had put into their Hands, 
in order to opprefs the SubjeEt, they will always find J ud~ 
ges fit for their Purpofe : Judges are but Men, they are 
fnbject to the fame Frailties that other Men are, and 
the Crown has always Plenty of Baits wherewithal to 
tempt them. A Judge' may be made a Lord Chiefjullice, 
a Lord Chief Juftice may be made a Lord Chancellor, and 
every one may have a Son, a Brother, or a Couiin to be 
provided for; and the Crown has many other Wa:>~. by which 
they may win over a Judge to adminiller 1 uilicc accordin~ 
to the Directions he fhall rcceh·c from Court ; more efpecl
ally when he is to adminiftcr Ju!lice in a fummary Way, 
and without the ufual Forms of Proceeding in Courts of Law 
and Equity. For by this new Method of Appeal, which has 
been fo much bragg'd of, Care l1as been taken that the Sub~ 
jctl: lhall not be rellored to hi~ ancient Birth-Right, that is, 
to a Trial by Jury : No, this I find is moil: carefully av~ided, 
and yet I think it muil: be allow'd, that it is the inherent 
Right of every Engliihman to be tried by his Peers ; I aq~ 
not fo much acquainted with Law, as to give an Account of 
the feveral Cafes in which this Method of Trial has been 
fct afide, or the Reafons for fo doing ; but I will venture to 
f;ty, that wherever that :t\ilethod has been fet afide, whe~ 
ther the fame was done by the Wifdam of the Nation or 
otherwife, fuch an Alteration was an Innovation, and was a 
dangerous Encroachment upon the original Charter of our 
Conltitution. 

' As to the prete.nded Partiality of Juries, fo much c;om· 
plained of by the learned Gent1eman, it is of no \Veight 
with me ; I cannot fee how that honourable Gentleman, or 
;;.r.y Gentleman, can pr~tenq to know what Reafons a ) ury 
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tn.,y have for giving their Verdict: No Gent1eman has a.R.ight Ann:. r.. Geo. u. 
to b~ believ'd upon his :lingle Say-fo, ag:1inft a VerdiCt: given ~ 
by twelve honeft Men up ·n Oath. If there have been fo 
many Verdi& given againil the Crown, as that learned Gen-
ileman feems to in:fi.nuate, it is to me a flrong Proof that 
Profecutions have been fet on Foot againfi the Subjea, upon 
the Evidence of \Vitne!fes, w.hofe Credibility or Veracity 
h:we not been very much to be depended {)ll ; which is fo far 
fr0m being an Argument for altering the Method of Trial 
by Jury~ that it is a very fhong Argument for the Continu-
ance of that Method in all Time to come. But as it is now 
very late, and as i !hall probably have another Opportunity 
of giving my Sentiments more fully upon the Affair now be-
fore us, I ihall trouble you no £·mher at prefent, but only 
to declare, that now, after hearing this Scheme opened to 
Us, I di:flike it as much as ever I did any Reprefentation of 
it that ever I heard of, and therefore Hnii give my Negative 
to the Q!efcion propos'J. 

Then Sir Joft:ph Jekyll fpokc as follows: s;1 J. je!:J 1:. 
Sir, 

. ' As the Affair, which is at prefent the SubjeCt: of our 
Confideration, has been much talk'd of, and varioufly repre
fented without Doors ; and as it has been for fome Months 
the Subjetl: of Converfation amongil People of all Rauks and 
~alities, I was fully refolved to fufpend my Judgment iri 
relation to it, 'till I fhould hear it fully opened and laid be
fore this Haufe. There were, indeed, fuch Clamours raifed 
Without Doors, anJ it was reptefented in fo many hideous 
Shapes, that I cannot fay but I carrie this Morning to the 
Houfe, if prejudiced, rather againlt, than in Favour of any 
fuch ProjeCt ; but Hill I came, as I always do, altogether 
undetermined, and refolved fo to remain, 'till I was fully 
inform'd by other Gentlemen, in the Courfe of the Debate. 
of all thofe F;:Cl.s which ought to be known, before any 
Determiilation can be hiade in an .c\fF.~tir of fo great Impor
tance. 

' I had before heard, that by this Scheme the Landed 
Gentlemen were to be cafed of a P·art of the Land-Tax; tlnt 
the publick Revenue was to be greatly improved ; and that 
our Planters in America, and our fair Traders at home were 
to be greatly encouraged : But all thefc Confiderations would 
have had no \Veight with me, if I had found that fo m::my 
of my Fellow-Subjects were thereby to have been fubjeelcd 
to the grievous Laws of Excife, without any Allevi;~tion or 
Alteration. I mull own, that the s~ verity of the Laws ·of 
Excife has been long juldy compbincd ot~ but at the fame 
Time I muft fay, that the many Frauds committed in that 
Branch of the pubiick Revenue r!0'.V under our Confideration 
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Anno 6. Ceo. 11. are moft heavy and' grievous~ and what I cannot think of 
~ feeing the Nation fuffer any longer under, without applying 

fome proper Remedy ; and fince by the Propofition now 
made to us, there is not only an effeCtual Remedy provided 
againft all thofe Frauds, but likewife a Method propofed, by 
which the Edge of the Laws of Excife is to be blunted, and 
that Severity taken quite off, which hitherto afforded juil 
Ground of Complaint, therefore I cannot hefitate one Mo
ment as to giving my Affent to what is now propofed. 

' This Confideration is of the greater Weight with me~ 
and muit be fo with every honefr Man, that by what is now 
propofed, the Laws of Excife are to be reClify 'd, not only 
in the Cafe now before us, but in every other Cafe; the 
whole Body of thofe Laws are to be reform'd and re8:ify'd 
in fuch a Manner, as to remove the greateft Obje8ion, with 
me indeed the only Objection that could ever be made againft 
the Extenfion of them ; and if this Propofition be now re
jetled, it is not eafy to know when we fhall, or if we lhall 
ever have fuch an Opportunity of reforming thofe Laws, 
which have been fo long thought fo grievous. With me 
it hath always been a Principle~ to hearken to any reafonable 
Scheme for fuppreffing of thofe Frauds which are committed 
againft the Publick ; I look upon the Perfons guilty of fuch 
Frauds as the greateft Criminals, and if they have any Cha
racter, if they obferve any Decency in private Life, I take 
it to be only becaufe they have no Opportunity to do other
wife; for that Man muft have a very whimfical Confcience, 
who cheats the Publick, and yet would fcruple to cheat a 
private Man if he had the fame Opportunity. 

J Whatever Refolutions we may come to in this Com
mittee, there will probably be a Bill or Bills order'd to be 
brought in purfuant to them ; and if in the Courfe of the 
Debate, any real Difficulties be flarted, if any reafonable 
Objeaions be made, without Doubt all proper Care will 
be taken in the framing fuch Bill or Bills, to obviate all 
thofe Difficulties and ObjeCtions : This I make no Manner 
of Doubt of, and therefore I can find no Difficulty in giving 
my Affent to the ~eftion propofed.' 

Mr. Heatutote. After Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Heathcote ftood up and faid: 
Sir, 

' Other Gentlemen have already fully e.xplain'd and fet 
forth the great Inconveniencies, which muft be brought on 
the Trade of this Nation, by the Scheme now propofed to 
us ,; thofe have been made very apparent, and from them 
arifes a very ftrong Objetl:ion againfl: what is now propofed: 
But the greatefi: Objetlion arifes from the Danger to which 
this Scheme will mofi certainly expofe the Liberties of our 
~ountry ; thofe Liberties, for which our Anceftors have fo 

often 
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often ventured their Lives and Fortunes ; thofe Liberties 
which have cofl: this Nation fo much Blood and Treafure, 
feem already to be greatly retrenched: I am fatty to fay 
it, but what is now in Difpute feems to me to be the laft 
Branch of Liberty we have to contend for ; we have already 
efl:ablith'd a Standing Army, and have made it in a Manner 
a Part of om: Conftitution; we have already fubjetl:ed great 
:Numbers of the People of this Nation to the arbitrary 
Laws of Excife, and this Scheme is fo wide a Step towards 
fubjecting all the rett of the People of England to thofe ar
bitrary Laws, that it will be impoffible for us to recover or 
to prevent the fatal Confequences of fuch a Scheme. 

' We are told that his Majefty is a good and a wife 
Prince, we all believe him to be fo ; but I l:tope no Man will 
pretend to draw any Argument from thence for our furren
dering thofe Liberties and Privileges, which have been hand
ed down to us by our Anccllors : We have, indeed, nothing 
to fear from his prefent Majefty ; he never will make a bad 
Ufe of that Power which we have put into his Hands ; but 
if we once grant to the Crown too great an Extent of Power, 
we cannot recall that Grant when we have a Mind; and tho' 
his Majefl:y fhould never make a bad U fe of it, fome of hi~ 
Succeffors may: The being govern'd by a wife and a good 
King, does not make the People a free People; the Roman5 
were as great Slaves under the few good Emperors they had 
to reign over them, as they were under the mofl: cruel of 
their 'l'yrants : After the People have once given up their 
Liberties, their Governors have all the fame Power of op
preffing them, tho' they may not perhaps all make the fame 
wicked Ufe of the Power lodg'd in their Hands; but a Slave., 
that has the good Fortune to meet with a good natur'd and 
a humane Mailer, is no lefs a Slave than he that meets wit1r 
a cruel and barbarous one. Our Liberties are too valuable; 
and have been purchafed at too high a Price, to be fported 
with, or wantonly given up, even to the heft of Kings: We 
have before now had forne good, fame wife and graciou~ 
Sovereigns to reign over us, but we find that under them 
our Ancefiors were as jealous of their Liberties, as they were 
under the ~orfl: of our Kings : It is to be hoped that we 
have frill the fame Value for our Liberties ; if we have, we 
certainly wi11 ufe all peaceable Methods to preferve and 
fecure them; and if fuch Methods fhould prove inefFetl:ual. 
I hope there is no Englifhman but has Spirit enough to ufe 
thofe Methods for the Prefervation of our Liberties, which. 
were ufed by our Anceftors fur the Defence of theirs, am!. 
for tranfmitting them down to us in that glorious Condition 
in which we found them. There are fome ftill alive, whl). 
bravely ventur'd their Lives and Fortunes in D~fence of the. 
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Anno 6· ceo. 11. Liberties of their Country ; there are many whofe Fathers 
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faid, that the Sons of fuch Men w;1ntonly gave up thofe 
Liberties for which their Fathers had rihul'd fa much, and 
that for the poor Pretence of fuppreffing a fe\v Frauds in the 
colleet:ng of the publick Revenues, which n:ight eafily have 
been fuppreffed without entering into any fi.:ch dangerous 
Meafures. This is all I fhall trouble you with at prefenr, 
but fo much I thought was incumbent upon me to fay, in 
order that I might enter my Protci1 againft the ~eftion now 
before us.' 

Mr Pulteney. Mr Pulteney fpoke next ~ 
Sir, 

' The honourable Gentleman, who open 'd this Affair to 
us, took up fo much of the Time of the Committee. and it 
is now fo very late, that I am almofl afraid of giving you 
any Trouble at prefcnt ; but I hope, confidering the Im
portance of the SubjeCt, that Gentlemen will excufe me, 
and will a11otv me to take fame Notice of what has been 
faid by the honourable Gentleman who introduced the De
bate, and the honourable and learned Gentleman who fpolce 
)aft but one. As to the Frauds which the honourable Gen
tleman dwelt fo long on, and which the honourable and 
learned Gcntlem::m was plcafed to call heavy and grievous, 
I believe every Gentleman in the Committee is convinced 
that there are fuch Frauds, I believe every Gentleman wil1 
agree that they are moft heavy and mofi: grievous ; but l 
do not believe that it is of late only that the honourable 
Gentleman has come to the Knowledge of them, nor do I 
believe that the Frauds relating to Wine and Tobacco~ are 
the only Frauds he has heard complained of; there is 
hardly a Gentleman in the Kingdom, but has heard of 
Frauds in almofi: every Branch of the publick Revenue ; 
even that honourable Gentleman mull: have heard many 
Years ago of the Frauds committed in the Tobacco and 
Wine-Trade; Why then was there no Remedy fooner pro
pofed ? How could that Gentleman fee the pubhck Revenue, 
for which he cxpreffes fuch a tender Concern, fuffer fo long 
by thofe Frauds, without propofing fome Expedient for pre
\'~ting them : The Expedient now propofed is certainly no 
fuch new or extraordinary Thing; it might have been thought 
of, I dare fay it has often been thought of before this Time,. 
but it feems it was never thought proper to propofe it 'till 
now ; at Jeaft it was never 'till now thought neceifary ; and 
yet it cannot be faid, but that the Frauds both in Wjne 
and Tobacco were as great formerly as they are at this 
prefent Time. 

'The 
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' The honourable Gentleman has been p1eafed to tell us, 

that his Thoughts are entirely ccnfined to the two Articles 
of \Vine and Tobacco, and that nothing t:He was ever de
:figned by him, or any of his Acquainta;:ce, to be fubjected 
to the Laws of Excife : \Vhatever his Thoughts may have 
been in Time pafi, he mufi: excufe me if I fay, tbt I do 
not believe thev will be fo much confined in Time to come. 
Are there not· Frauds committed in every Branch of the 
publick Revenue ? "Will not that honourable Gentleman 
think himfelf as much bound in Duty to lq thofe Frauds 
before this Houfe, and propofc a Remedy for them, as he 
now thinks himfelf bound to expofe, and to offer a Remedy 
for preventing the Fraud~ in Wine and Tobacco? And if 
the Remedy now propofcd, be deemed by Parliament the 
mofr proper and effetlual Remed/ for preventing the Fl·:J.uds 
in Wine and Tobacco, will not that be made ufe of as an 
Argument for applying the fame Remedy as to the Frauds 
in every other Branch of the pLrblick Revenue? Will it not 
be faid, You did fo and fo in the Cafe of Wine and To
bacco, \V hy iliould you fcrup1e to apply the fame Remedy 
in the Cafe now before you ? So that, from the Gentleman's 
own Reafoning, from his own Way of Arguing as to the 
Cafe which he has been plea{ed now to Lty before us, one 
may fee a mofr plain and evident Defign of a much farther 
Extcntion of the Lav..-s of Excife; one may clearly fee a 
Defign of fubjeCling every Branch of the publick Revenue 
to thofe arbitrHy Laws ; only the Gentleman has a Mind, 
it feems, to be a little cunning, and to do it by Piece-meal. 

• Whatever Opinion the honourable and learned Gentle
man may have of the Propofition made by his honourable 
Friend, it is plain it breathes nothing but the Principles of 
the mofr arbitrary and mofi: tyrannical Governments, that 
have been eftablifh'd in Europe: The enlarging the Power 
of the Crown; increafing the Number of Dependents on the 
Crown ; rendering the Happinefs of the Subjetl precarious 
and uncertain, and depending in a Manner emirely on the 
Good-Will of a Prime MiniHer, or of thofe ernploy'd under 
him, are t}le certain Confequences of the Scheme now pro-

, pofed to us ; they are the certain Confequenccs of all 
Schemes for extending the Laws of Excife, and are probably 
the principal Views of all thofe who fet up fuch Projects. 
Let Gentlemen but read the political Teftaments of Richlieu 
and Louvois, thofe Legacies which were left by the Au
thors to their Mafier, for infirutling him in the Principles 
of Arbitrary Government; let Gentlemen, I fay, but read 
thofe Teftaments, anci they will fee, that the Author of this 
Scheme, whoever he be, muft be very well verfed in them. ; 
they will fee how well it agrees witJ:a the Princip;es there 
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/aiJ."'o 15. CeG. n. laid dawn for the eftablilhing and fupporting of Arbitrary 
~ Power. It is for this Reafan that the Englilh Nation has 

always been fo averfe to Excife-Proje& of all Kinds; the 
very Word Excife has always been odious to the· People of 
England. It is true, there has been an Excife eftablifhed by 
Parliament, but it was nrfl: given as a Purchafe for the 
-Court of Wards and Liveries ; and tho' that Court was 
moft juftly look'd on as one of our greateft Grievances, yet 
the Purchafe has always been reckoned too dear, and that 
Parliament which gave the Excife has been branded with the 
infamous Name of a Penfionary Parliament. Even the great 
King William, notwithftanding all he had done for the 
People of England, notwithfianding he was moil: generally 
belov'd and efleem'd by his SubjeCts, yet he had like to 
have fufrer'd by a Notion's prevailing among the People, 
that fame new Excifes were to have been eftablifh'd. It 
was publkkly faid, that we had got a Dutch King, and 
that therefore we were to be faddled with Dutch Excifes : 
That wife King was fo fen:fible of the Danger he might be 
expofed to, by the Prevalence of fuch a Notion, that he 
thought it neceffary to difavow any fuch Intention by a pub
lick Declaration. 

' I moil readily believe, that the honourable and learned 
Gentleman over the Way comes, at all Times to this Haufe, 
undetermined as to any Point that is to be brought before 
~; I believe he always comes refolved to be determined by 
what fhall be offer'd in the Courfe of the Debate ; but I 
am very much at a Lofs to find out what in the prefent 
Debate has determin'd him to be of the Opinion he now 
feems to be of: He has, indeed, told us, ' That the Refor
·• mation propofed as to the Laws of.Excife, is what very 
' much weighs with him :'He fays, 'That the Laws of Excife 
• are to be blunted, and their Edge is to be taken off by 
• what is now propofed.' In this, I muft confefs my Short
fightednefs, I can fee no Reformation in what is propofed ; 
what I look on as moll grievous in the Laws of Excife is to 
.continue the fame as before: Are not the Officers to have 
the fame oppreffive and vexatious Powers continued to them ? 
Are not the Commiffioners to have the fame difpenftng 
Power with regard to Fines and Forfeitures? Are Trials by 
Jury to be refiored to the SubjeCts? No, all thefe Grievances 
are to remain on the fame Footing they were before. 
The Power and InHuence of the Crown, by means of the 
Laws of Excife, is ftill to be as great as it was before, only 
there are by this Scheme many Thoufands more to be fub
jeCled to it : The Method of Appeal is, indeed, to be a Jit~ 
tie alter'd, but I am afraid the Alteration will not be much 
for the better ; the Expence will be much greater, and rhe 
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.kedrefs as precarious as e\·er it was before : How then are Anno 5 Gco, u. 
the Laws of Excife to be b:unted? Where is this Reforma-~ 
tion fo m '-lCh boafted of, and on which that honourable and 
learned Gentleman f:ems folely to ground hi5 Opinion? But 
it feems he expects, that when this Propofition comes to the 
Length of a Bill, many fine Things are to be done, many 
more Things than we have ever yet heard of; If it lhould 
come to the Length of a Bill, which I am in great Hopes it 
never will, 1,c may very prq.bably find himfelf difappointed ; 
and if that lhould be the Cafe, I doubt not but he will be 
of a different Opinion. 

' Gentlemen have faid, that there are no Complaints 
made of the Laws of Excife, or of the Oppreffions of Ex
cife-Officers ; but I believe there is no Gentleman in this 
Haufe, who qnnot give fome Infl:ances, even within his 
own Knowledge, of moft ctuel Oppreffions committed by 
fame of thofe Officers ; I am fure there is no Gentleman, 
who has ever acted in the Country as a Jufiice of Peace,. 
but can give hund;eds of fuch Inftances. The People have 
complained fo often, and fo long, of the Severity of thofe 
Laws, and the Vexation of thofe Officers, that they are 
now weary of complaining: To what Purpofe lhould they 
complain, fince they fee there has never as yet been any 
Provifion made for their Redrefs ? Their Complaints ltave 
been hitherto difregarded, even by thofe who are in fame 
Manner bound to take Notice of them. 

' The honourable Gentleman was pleafed to dwell long 
on the Generality of the Crown, in giving up .the Fines, 
Forfeitures, and Seizures to the Publick ; but, in my Opi
nion, it will be but a poor Equivalent for the many Oppref
:fions and Exactions, which the People will be ,... tJOfcd to by 
this Scheme. I muft fay, that the honourable Gentleman 
has himfelf been of late mighty bountiful and generous, in 
his Offers to the Publick : He has been fo gracious as to afk 
us, ' Will you have a Land-Tax of two Shillings in the 
• Pound, or a Land-Tax but of one ; or will you have no 
• La..-1d-Tax at all ? Will you have your Debts paid ? WHl 
" you have them foon paid ? Tell me but what yon want, let 
' me but know how you can be made eafy, and it fhaiJ be 
• done for you., Theie are moft generous Offers, but th~'re 
is fomething fo very extraordinary, there is fomething fo 
farcical in them, that really I can hardly mention them 
without Laughing: It ,puts me in I\·Iind of the Story of Si1· 
Epicure Mammon in 'fhe .Alch)'mi)l; he was gull'd out of 
his Money by fine Promifes ; he \vas promifed the Philofo
pher's Stone, by which he was to get Mountains of Gold~ 
and every Thing elfe he could defi;e; but o:.ll ended at lat\ 
in ' fome little Thin~ for curing the It,h.' 
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' I wifh the Gentlemen, who appear fo zealous for this 

Scheme, would have fome little Regard to their Conftitu
ents. It is well known that it was the Cuilom among our 
Anceftors, when any new Device was propofed, to defire 
Time to have a Conference with their Countries : I am but 
very little converfant in Books of Law, however I fometimes 
look into them; and I mull beg Leave to read a Paffage or 
two on this Subjetl:, from my Lord Coke. That great 
Lawyer, in the 4th Part of his Inftitutes, Page 14, fays,.. 
: It is alfo the Law and Culiom of the Parliament, that 
· when any new Device is moved on the King's Behalf, in 
' Parliament, for his Aid, or the like, the Commons may 
~ anfwer, that they tender'd the King's Efiate, and arB ready 
~ to aid the fame, only in this new Device they dare not 

agree without Conference with their Countries; whereby 
' it appeareth, that fuch Conference is warrantable by the 
~ Law and Cullom of Par1iaJ11ent.' And again, Page 34,. 
he tells us, ' At the Parliament holden in the 9th of King 
~ Edward III. When a Motion was made for a Subfidy of 
' a new Kind, the Commons anfwer'd, that they would 
' have Conference with thofe of their feveral Countries and 
' Places, who had put them in Trufi, before they tre,ated 
c of any fuch Matter. • If fuch a Conference was ever ne· 
cefi'ary upon any Occafion, it is furely neceffary before we 
agree to the Device now offered to us ; a Device which. in 
my Opinion, ftrikes at the very Root of our Liberties ; it 
is, in my way of Thinking, a downright Plan for arbitrary 
Power; and in this I am not fingu!ar, for there feems to be 
many Gentlemen of the fame Opinion within Doors as well 
as without; therefore I muft think that it is neceffary, it is 
incumbent ut..;n every Gentleman in this Haufe, at leaft, to 
defire to have a Conference with his ConH:ituents, before he 
agrees to any fuch Device: This would have been necetfary, 
if we had been entirely ignorp.nt of the Sentiments of our 
feveral Countries; but indeed in the prefcnt Cafe, fuch a 
·Conference feems to be quite unneceffary; we already know 
the Sentiments of·our Confiituents in relation to the De
vice now offered to us ; the \vhole Nation has already, in 
the· moft open Manner, declared their Diflike to it ; and 
therefore I hope the Gentlemen of this Committee will re-
ject it with that Scorn and Contempt it deferves.' · 

Sir William Wyndham fpoke next: 
Sir, 

' Though it be now very late, yet I muft beg Leave 
to offer my Sentiments upon the ~eftion now in Debate ; 
for it is a ~efi:ion of fuch Importance, that I ihould not 
think I difcharged the Duty I owe to my Country, without 
declaring, in th, mofi .open and publick Manner~ my Dillike 
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:and Abhorrence of the Scheme which has been now opened A11no6. Ceo.u, 

to us. The Scheme, as now explained to u~, has, in my~ 
Opinion, been no Way mifreprefented ; it is the very fame 
with what has been reprefented to us, it is the very fame 
with that which the Nation has fo openly and fo generally 
declared their Diflike to; it is fraught with a.ll thofe Evils 
which were ever attributed to ititand moft apparently ihikes 
at the very Fundamentals of our Confbtution. The Col-
letl:ing of any Duties by the Laws of Excife, has, in all 
Ages, and in aU Countries, been looked on as the moft grie-
vous and moft oppreffive Method of colleding Taxes ; and 
if one Method of raifing an Excife can be more oppreffive 
than another, it muft be granted, that the Method.now pro· 
pofed to us, of raifing this new Excife, muft of all 'Methods 
be the moft oppreffive, and the moft vexatious to the People : 
In all Countries, Excifes of every Kind are look1d on as 
Badges of Slavery ; and though the Englifh Nation be now 
unfortunately fubjeCl:ed to fome of them, yet I hope t~ey 
will never confent to any new Excifes, or to any new Ex· 
tention of the Laws of Excife, let the Pretences for fo doing 
be ever fo fpecious. 

But in the prefent Cafe, let us confider what are the 
fpecious Pretences made ufe of, what are the great Advan
tages propofed, for perfuading us to confent to the fubjeEI:ing 
fo many of his Majeily's faithful Subjctls to be pla~ued 
and harraffed by the Officers of Excife. The Suppre1fmg of 
Frauds, and the Advantages that will accrue therefrom to 
the Publick and to the fair Trader, is, by what I can find, 
the only Pretence now made ufe of; and yet thofe Frauds, 
even aggravated as they were by the honourable Gentleman 
who propofed this Scheme to us, do amount to a meer 
'Trifle ; fo that the Improvement to be madet as to the publick 
Revenue, will be but very inconftderable, if any at all, af
ter deduaing the additional Charges of Management, which 
the Publick will become liable to by the great Increafe of 
Officers : This Pretence therefore, even when fet in the 
Hrongeft Light, can be no fu.fficient Argument for prevailing 
on us to expofe our Conftitution to the leaft Danger, or to 
fubjetl: any of our Fellow-Countrymen to great Hardlhips : 
But this Pretence is ftiH more frivolous, fince it has been 
made appear to us, that'thofe Frauds arc not at all fo con
:fiderable as they have been reprefented ; that all Sorts of 
Frauds <::mnot be prevented, even by the Scheme now pro
pcifed; and that many of thofe Frauds, that have been lately 
committed, might be prevented by the Laws now in Being, 
if Care were taken to have proper Officers, and to mak~ 
thofe Officers diligent and faithful. I grant, indeed, that 
the Po\\'er and Influence of the Crown will be greatly in-
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Anno 6. Ceo. 11. ereafed and improved by this Scheme ; I mufi: own, that 
~ great Numbers of the People of this Nation will thereby 

be render'd mofi: fubmiffive and obedient to thofe that £hall 
hereafter be employ'd by the Crown; and if this be a Mo. • 
tive for agreeing to this Scheme, I muft allow that it is a 
ilrong one, I believe, indeed, that it is the only real one 
that any Gentleman can have for giving his Confent to fuch 
a Schem&.; but with me it is fo far from being a Moti \·e for 
giving my Confent, that it is the ftrongeft Motive I have 
for giving my Negative to the ~eftion now bef.:..re us, 
becaufe I think it abfolutely inconfillent with our Con
ftitution. 

' 'Tis true, an Eafe to the Landed lntereft has upon this, 
as well as upon f.Jme other late Occafi.ons of the like Na
ture, been thrown out as a Bait for fame Gentlemen : But 
I hope the 'Landed Gentlemen are not to be caught by fuch 
'Baits ; the Hook appears fo plain, that it may be difcover'd 
by any Man of common Senfe; however, I muft fay, that 
the Method of Arguing is unfair, the Defign is wicked ; for 
it is an Endeavour to fet the Landed Intereil: in a Manner 
at War with the Trading lntereft of the N2-tion; it is en., 
deavouring to deftroy that Harmony which always ought to 
iubfift.among the People of the fame Nation, and which if 
once deftroy'd, would certainly end in the Ruin and De~ 
ftrutl:ion of the whole. But every Landed Gentleman in 
England will do well to confider what Value their Lands 
would be of, if for the fake of a fmall and immediate Eafe 
te themfelves, they :lhould be induced to opprefs and de
llroy the Trade of their Country; and whoever confiders 
this, will defpife all fuch Projetl:s, and reject them with 
that Contempt which they deferve; this is one Reafon for 
the Landed Gentlemen not to accept of the pretended Eafe, 
now offer'd to them, on agreeing to the Scheme now pro
pofed·; but there is another !hong Reafon againfi it : This 
Houfe of Commons is n.oftly compofed of Gentlemen of the 
heft Families and greateil: Properties, perhaps in the Nation, 
they have generally a great Family-Intereil in the feveral 
Counties, Cities and Boroughs they reprefent ; if this Scheme 
fuould take Effect, that Intereft will foon be defi:roy'd; and 
furely no Man will agree to a Scheme, which muft inevi
tably deftroy the natural Intereft the great Families have, 
and always ought to have, in their.refpective Counties; and 
transfer the whole to the Crown: If this Scherr.- fhould 
once be eftablHh'd, the Power and Influence of the Crown 
will be fo great in all Parts of the Nation, that no Man 
can depend upon the natural Intereft he has in his Country 
for being a Member of this Houfe ; he rnufi: in all future 
Times for fuch a Favour depend enqrely upon the ~own ; 
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and this, I hope, there is 
would chufe to fubmit to. 

no Gentleman m this Haufe Anno6. ttea.u. 

' ~een Elizabeth, that wife and gracious Princefs, go· 
vem'd herfelf by Politicks1 quite different from thofe which 
feem to be at prefent in Vogue; fhe was fo far from en. 
dea.vouring to divide or throw Difcord among her SubjeCts, 
that fhe wifely never gave herfelf up to any one Minifter, 
or to any one Party ; Jhe always preferved a Harmony among 
all her Subjetls, and kept a friendly Correfpondence with all 
Parts and all Parties in the Kingdom ; fhe even kept up a 
conftant Perfonal Correfpondence with fome of the princi· 
pal Men in every County, by which fhe had always a tho· 
rough Knowledge of the feveral Sentiments, as well as Cir. 
cumflances, of all her SubjeCts, and moft prudently adapted 
all her Meafures to what fhe found to be the Sentiments of 
the GeneraliW of the Nation; more particularly 1he too!>: 
Care to avoid every Thing that appeared to be difagreeable 
to the People: To this wife Policy it is owing, that her 
Reign makes fuch a glor!ous Figure in the Engli1h Hiftory ; 
to this it is owing, that fhe reign'd with more Popularity 
than any Prince fince her Time, except her Royal Succeifor 
Q£een Anne: Thus fhe reigned, and reign'd abfolutely, but 
fo as I could with every Prince in England to do; 1he rei~n'd 
abfolutely over the Hearts and Affed:ions of her Subjeas. 
and thereby fhe had both their Perfons and tfieir Purfes al .. 
ways at Command. 

~ Gendemen a&, Why do you complain of this Scheme ? 
Here is no new Tax to be impofed ; there is nothing pro .. 
pofed but only a new Method of raiiing thofe Taxes which 
are already due by the Law : But I would have Gentlemen 
remember, that this Nation has once already been more 
grievoufiy opprdfed, by a new Method of raifing and 
colleiling that Money that was before due by Law, than 
they ever were by any new Tax that was ever laid on 
them: I have already mention'd the Reign of Q!!t'en Eli. 
zabeth; Jet us but look a littlefarther back, and we fhall 
.find that the People were moft terribly harraffed, ani} the 
Nation almoft deftroy'd, by a grievous Method of coll~aing 
and raifmg that which was due by the Laws then in Being. 
Empfon and Dudley, thofe two noted Ways and Means·Men, 
thofe two wicked Minifters, knowing the Avarice of their 
Mafter, and the infatiable Defire he had for Money, con
cluded that noSchemewould be more :lgreeable to him, than 
thofe which would fill his,Cotfers by draining the Purfes of 
his Subjefu ; and this they did, without impofing any new 
Taxes, they laid no new or illegal Burdens on the People, 
they did it by a fevere and rigorous Execution of the Laws 
that had before been enaa.d: But what was their Fate) 

Th~f 
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Anno~;. Geo.u. They had the Misfortune to outlive their Maller : But his 
~ Son, as foon as he came to the Throne, took off both their 

Heads ; and in this he did ju.fl:ly, tho' he did it againft Law: 
They had done nothing contrary to Law ; they had only put 
the Laws feverely in Execution, and what they did was in 
Obedience to the Command of the King his Father ; yet 
that could be no Excufe .for them; their Manner of executing 
thofe Laws was fo grievous and oppreffive upon the Subje&, 
that notl\i.ng ]efs than their Lives could be admitted of as a 
fufficient Atonement to the People; and certainly, that Op
preiTJOn which is committed under the San8:ion of the Laws, 
or of the Royal Authority, rnufi: always be deemed the moil 
heinoufly criminal, and ought to be the moft feverely pu-
nifh'd. · 

' There never was in any Reign a Scheme or Projell: at
tempted, fo much to the Diflike and Diffatisfafl:ior• of the 
People in genera) ; the whole Nation has already fo openly 
declared their A verfion to the Scheme now offered to us, 
that I_ am furprized to fee it infiiled on ; the very propofing 
of fuch a Scheme to the Haufe of Commons, after fo many 
Remonfirances :~gainfi it, I muft think rnoft audacious ; it is 
in a Manner flying in the Face of the whole People of Eng
land; and fince they have already declared againft it, God 
forbid that we who are their Reprefentatives fhould declare 
for 'it.' 

~irR. Walpole. To this Speech of Sir William Wyndham's Sir Robert 
Walpole replied as follows : 

Sir, 
~ As I was obliged, when I opened the Affair now before 

you, to take up a great deal of your Time, I then imagined 
that I fhou)d not have been under a Neceffity of giving you 
any farther Trouble ; but when fuch Things are thrown out, 
Things which in my Opinion are quite foreign to the De
bate; when the ancient Hiftories, not only of this, but other 
Countries, are ranfack'd for Chara.8.ers of wicked Minifters, 
in order to adapt them to the prefent Times, and to draw 
Parallels between them and fome modern Characters, to which 
they bear no other Ref em b1ance than that they were Mini
Hers, it is impoffible for one to fit ilill : Of late Years, I have 
dealt but little in the Study ofHifiory, but I have a very good 
Prompter by me, [meaning Sir Philip Yorke] and by his 
Means I can recollect, that the Cafe of Empfon and Dudley, 
mention'd by the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, 
was fo very different from any Thing that can poffibly be 
prefumed from the Scheme now before us, that I wonder how 
it was poffible to lug them into the Debate ; The Cafe as to 
them was, that they had by Virtue of old and obfolete Laws, 
mofi: unjuftly extorted great Swms of Money from People, 
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who, as was pretended, had become liable to great Pains and. Anno 6. Ceo. n. 
Penalties, by having been guilty of Breaches of thofe obfolete ~ 
Laws, which for many Years before had gone entirely into 
Difufe. I mull: fay, and I hope moll: of thofe that hear me 
think, that it is very unjuft and unfair to draw any Par.:lllel 
between the CharaB:ers of thofc two Minifters and mine, 
which was, I fuppofe, what the honourable Gentleman 
meant to do, when he brought that Piece of Hiftory into 
the Debate. If 1 ever endeavour to raife Money from the 
People, or from any Man whatever by oppreffive or illegal 
Means, i£ my Charatl:er fhould ever come to be in any Re-
fpeCl: like theirs, I fhall deferve their Fate : But while I 
know myfelf to be innocent, I fhall depend upon the Pro-
tection of the Laws of my Country; as long as they can 
proteCt me I am fafe; and if that ProteCtion fhould fail., I 
am prepared to fubmit to the worft that can happen. I 
know that my political and miniil:erial Life has by fame 
Gentlemen been long wi:!hed at an End, but they may afk 
their own difappointed Hearts, how vain their Wifhes have 
been; and as for my natural Life, I have lived long enough 
to learn to be as eafy about parting \Vith it, as any Man can 
well be. 

~ As to thofe Clamours which have been raifed without 
Doors, and which are now fo much infilled on, it is very 
well known by whom and by what Methods they were raifed, 
and it is no difficult Matter to guefs with what Views ; but 
I am very far from taking them to be the Senfe of the Na
tion, or believing that the Sentiments of the Generality of 
the People were thereby expreffed. The moft Part of the 
People concerned in thofe Clamours did not fpeak their 
own Sentiments, they were play'd by others like fo many 
Puppets; it was not the Puppets that fpoke, it was thofe 
behind the Curtain that play'd them, and made them fpeak 
whatever they had a Mind. 

' There is now a moft extraordinary Concourfe of People 
at our Door ; I hope it will not be faid, that all thole 
People came there of themfelves naturally, and without any 
Inftigation from others ; for to my certain Knowledge, fomc: 
very odd Methods were ufed to bring fuch Multitudes hi
ther ; circular Letters were wrote, and fent by the Beadles, in 
the moft publick and unprecedented Manner, round almoft 
every Ward in the City, fummoning them upon their Peril 
to come down this Day to the Haufe of Commons : This 
I am certain of, becaufe I have now one of thofe Letters in 
my Pocket, figned by a Deputy of O':Ie of the greateft Wards; 
in the City of London, and fent by the Beadle to one of 
the Inhabitants of that Ward ; and I know that fuch Letter5 
Wtre fcnt ia the fame M'lil.nner almoft to every Liveryman 
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Anno 6. Geo. IL and Tradefman in that Ward : And by the fame Sort of un
~ warrantable Methods have the Clamours been raifed, almoll 

in every other Part of the Nation. 
' Gentlemen may fay what they pieafe of the Multi

tudes now at our Door, and in all the Avenue:; leading 
to this Houfe ; they may call them a modetl Multitude 
if they will ; but whatever Temper they were in when 
they came hither, jt mar be very much alter'd now, 
after having waited fo long at our Door : It may be a 
very eafy Matter for fome deftgnin g fedirious Perf on to 
raife a Tumult and Diforder among them, and when Tumults 
are once begun, no Man knows where they may end ; he is 
a greater Man than any I know in the Nation, that could 
with the fame tafe appeafe them ;, for this Reafon I muft 
think, that it was neither prudent nor regular to ufe any 
Methods for bringing fuch Multitudes to this Place, under 
any Pretenee whatever. Gentlemen may give them what 
Name they think fit; it may be faid that they came hither as 
humble Supplicants, but I know whom the Law calls Stur~ 

~ dy Beggars; and thofe who brought them hither could not 
be certain, but that they might have behav'd in the fame 
Manner.' 

Sir John Barnard Hereupon Sir John Barnard rofe up to fpeak, but there 
rHinghup to~~ak., being a Diforder in the Committee, and the Q!!eftion being. 
and t ere ..... ng • 
a Di1o~derin ~lie loudly call'd for, Srr John Hynde Cotton ftood up, an_d 
ComDllttee, Su fi k h . 
John Hynde Cotlon po e t 1U • 
fpcab to Ord~r. ' To Order, Sir, I hope you will call Gentlemen to Or~ 

der ; there is now a Gentleman up to fpeak, a Gentleman 
who fpeaks as well as any Gentleman in this Houfe, and 
who deferves Attention as much as any Gentleman that ever 
fpoke in this Houfe : Befidcs, he is one of the Reprefenta
tives of the greateft and richeft City in Europe, a City which 
is greatly interefted in this Debate, and therefore he muft 
he heard ; and I de.fire, Sir, that you will call to Order, 
that the Committee may fhew him at leaftthat Ref pea, which 
is due to every Gentleman who IS a Member of this Houfe." 

'"!eCommittee After this the Cummittee being called to Order, Sir John 
llemg ~J'd 10 or. Barnard went t~n : 
der, ~Jr J, Bar· 
nard &oea on. Sir 

t ' 

c I know of no irregular or unfair Methods that were \).[ed 
to call People from the City to your :Door ; it is certain .that 
any Set of Gentlemen or Merchants may lawfully dc6re their 
Friends, they may even write Letters, and they may fend 
thofe Letters by whom they pleafe, to deftre the Merchants of 
Figure and Character to come down. to the Court of Re
quefts and to our Lobby, in order to folicite their Friends 
and Acquaintance againft any Scheme or ProjeB:, which they 
think may be prejudicial to them. This is the undoubted 
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Right of the Subjea, and what ha~ been always praaifed upon Anno 6. Gt>o. u. 
all Occafions. The honourable Gentleman talks of Sturdy ~ 
Beggar~, I do not know what Sort of People may be now 
at our Door, becaufe I have not lately been opt of the Haufe; 
but I believe they are the fame Sort of People that were 
there when I came laft into the Haufe, and then I can aiTure 
you that I fuw none, but fuch as deferve the Name of Sturdy 
Beggars as little as the honourable Gentleman himfelf, or ·~ 
any Ge11tleman whatever. It is well known that the City 
of London was fufficiendy app1ifcd of ,vhat we were this 
Day to be about; where they got their Information I do 
not know, but I am very certain that the;y had a right No· 
tion of the Scheme which has been now opened to us; and 
they were fo generally and zealoufiy bent againft it, that 
whatever Methods may have been ufed to call them hither, 
I am fure it would have been impoffible to have found any 
legal Methods to have prevented their coming hither.' 

Then afte1' fome farther Debate, the Qyell:ion being put 
upon the Motion made by Sir Robert Walpole, it. was car
ried in the Affirmative, by z66 Voices againft 20 5. The 
Reader will find the Names of the Members, who voted 
Pro and Con in this Debate, in the .A P P E N D I X. 

After this three other Motions were agreed to, with- rnur Refdu~ioQ!J 
of the {:omulitic'': 

out any Divifion ; which, with the firft Refohition, are as of the '''h"" 

fi 11 I Th ' ' h Q · • f h'~,..., ' h Houfc, in •mdi!· 
0 OWS. . at It lS t e ptmon 0 t 1,, \...Offiffilttee, t at ance ofSirRJb"rt 
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1
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1
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1 
.. ;~~~r~~c~~~h~:on 

antatiOllS, granted y an Ct 0 t e 12t 0 1ng ares . ExcikS.:i~emc i 
and the Impoft th(;reon, granted by an ACt of the 1ft of 
King J:unes II. and alfo the one th1rd Subfidy thereon, 
granted by an Atl: of the 2d. of ~een Anne, amounting in 
the whole to 51· d. per Pound, for feveral Terms of Years in 
the faid refpettive Acls rnention'd, and which have :fince 
been continued and made perpetual, fubjeB: to Redemption 
by Parliament, fuall from and after the 24th Day of June 
1 73 3, ceafe and determine. II. That in lieu of the {aid 
Duties fo to be determined, there 1bould be granted to his 
Majefty an Inland Duty of 4d. per Pound upon all Tobacco 
imported from the. Britifu Plantations, to be paid before the 
taking the fame QUC of the Warehoufe. III. That the In-
land Duties, to be raifed and levied upon Tobac.::o, be ap. 
propriated and applied to the fame Ufes and Purpofes, as the 
former Duties upon Tobacco, to be determined, were ap-
propriated and applied. IV- That all Fines, Penalties, 
Forfeitures, and Seizures, to arife by the faid Duties, be 
apply'd to the Ufe of the Pnblick, except fo much there-
of as 1hould be allowed to the Informers or Profecu-
tors.1 
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Anno 6. Ceo. u. March 16. Sir Charles Turner reported the above Refo· 

•nz·n· 1 . h H r. d M . b . d r . '--'v---i uuons tot e OULe; an a otlon ewg rna e ror agreemg 
whl.:h bclngre- with the Conunittee in the firft Refolution, Sir John Barnard 
por;.·ol lo the ft od d r. k fi ll 
H-Juf~, a"d a Mo- 0 up an 1p0 e as 0 OWS: 
t1011 m:~de f,r Sir 
agreeing with rhe , 
Committee in the ' Though the Refolutions which have been now read to 
F1rft Ref0lution, d b M • · f h r r. · h 
it oc~alions a frdh us, were agree to J a a J OrJ ty 0 t Ote pre1ent 10 t e 
Pebatc. Committee, yet I can make no Manner of Doubt, but that 
Sir John lbrnartl. now, after Gentlemen have had Time to confider that Affair 

•· 

ferioufly, there will be many of a different Opinion from 
what they were of in the Committee ; for my own Part, I 
mutt fay, that the more I confider that Scheme on which 
thefc Refolutions are founded, the more Objections I find to 
it, and the lefs I find in thofe Arguments which were offered 
in Support of it. One of the chief End·s propofed by this 
Scheme is, the preventing of thofe Frauds which have for
merly been commitred in the Tobacco-Trade ; but, if we 
particularly examine thofe Frauds we fhall find, that every 
one of them may either be prevented by the Laws already 
in Being, or they are fuch as cannot be effeaually prevented 
by any Thing in the Scheme propofed. 

' The Fraud which has been committed upon the Weigh
ing of. the Tobacco at the Cuftom-Houfe, and likewife that 
of exporting one Sort of Tobacco for another, is altogether 
owing, as has been already obferved, to a Neglect of Duty 
in the Officers, and not to any DefeCt in the Laws : And as 
to the Frauds of running or re-landing Tobacco, after it has 
been enter'd for Exportation and has received the Draw-
backs, which are thofe by which the Publick has and always 
will fuffer mofi, there is nothing in the Scheme that can any 
Way contribute to the preventing them ; for it is not the 
Manner of colleft:ing of Duties, but the Amount of the 
Duties, which occafions Smuggling and Running in all 
Countries, and in all Branches of Trade ; and fince the Du
ties on Tobacco are by this Scheme to be as high, or very 
near as high, as they were before, we may expea there will 
be as much Smuggling as there was formerly ; where the 
Temptation is great, the Number of the Tempted will in
creafe in Proportion, let the Danger they run be never fo 
great. 

As for the Warehoufes propofed, if there be any Thing 
in that Part of the Scheme, which may be of Ufe againft 
Smuggling, it is not to this Scheme, that the Propofition 
owes its Birth; it is what the Merchants themfelves have 
long ago defired; and for that Purpofe I drew up fome Time 
ago a Claufe to have been offer'd to this Haufe, which I 
fuewed to the honourable Gentleman on the Floor; and at 
that Time the Affair would have been pufued, but there 
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aro(e fome Difputes and Differences among the Merchants 
themfelves, which occafioned its being deferred : That Part 
of the Scheme therefore I fhall find no Fault with. I believe 
no Merchant wilJ, but then we would have it without the 
Laws of Excife ; for this Reafon the honourable Gentleman 
cries out againft the Merchants, as a very unreafonable Set 
of Men ; he fays, that they formerly defired to have Ware
houfes, and yet now they refufe to accept of them. But do 
not Gentlemen fee where the Difference lies ? The Merchants 
deftre to have Warehoufes without an Excife, and the ho
nourable Gentleman will not, it feems, favour us with the 
one, without loading us with the other. 

~ 

' As to what the Civil LiH may get by this Scheme, it 
will depend entirely upon the Effc:d the Scheme may have· 
in relation to the Preventing of Frauds ; but it is certain, 
that if the pub1ick Revenue get any Thing by the Scheme,. 
the Civil Liil: will get in Proportion, or rather more; for, 
by what is now propofed, that Part of the Duty, which goes 
towards the Civil Lift, is frill to be payable upon Importation 
at the Cuftom-Houfe, and to be drawn back on Exportation, 
as before : Now it is manifeft, that this will be a great Ad
vantage to the Civil Lift, and often a great Inconvenience to 
the Merchant ; for once in every fix Weeks that Money 
will be carry'd to the Exchequer, and when once it is lodged 
there, I believe it will there remain; it will never be fent 
back to the Cuftom-Houfe to anfwer any Occafion there 
may be for it at that Place ; fo that when the Merchant 
comes to export a ~antity of Tobacco, and to call for his 
Drawback, if the Commiffioners have none of that Civil 
Lift Money in their Hands, they cannot apply the Produce 
of any other Branch of the pubJick Revenue to that U fe, 
and therefore the Merchant muft wait for his Drawback 'till 
fome new Tobacco be imported ; by which Means the 
Crown may often have the Ufe of that Money, which lhould 
have been applied to the Payment of the Merchant, perhaps 
for near a Twelvemonth at a Time ; and the Laying out of 
that Money for fo long a Time, may often happen to be of 
dangerous Confequence to the Merchant's Credit. 

' The honourable Gentleman talk'd of making London a 
free Port, I wifh with all my Heart he would do fo ; it is 
certainly what every Merchant wifhes to fee done, and what 
would greatly contribute to the lncreafe and Encourage
ment of the Trade of this Nation ; .but how fuch a Pretence 
can be fet up in favour of the Scheme now before us, I can
not comprehend, for I can fee nothing in the Scheme that 
has the leaft Tendency towards producing an Effefl fo much 
to be wifhed for : On the contrary, it appears tvident to 
me, that by this Scheme, the Port of London, and all the 

- "! y z other 



( 3)6 ) 
Anno 6. Geo. 11. other Ports of the Kingdom, will be fo far from bcjng made 
~ free, that at every one of them the Merchant will be fob

jetted l'O more Trouble and Expem:c, both upon Importa
tion and Exportation, than ever he w;:,s before. 'Tis true 
that upon the Importation of Tobacco, rhe Merchant was 
formerly obliged to pay down the whole Duties, or give his 
:Bond with fufficient Sureties for them; but this was never 
any Hardlhip upon the Merchant; becaufe, jf he had ready 
Money, he advanced it for the prompt Pqment of the 
Duties, and he had an Allowance .for fo doing ; which was 
but a reafonable Allowance, confidering how long he was 
fometimes obliged to keep his Tobacco on his Hands, be
fore he met with a Market either for Honle·Confumption 
or Exportation, and how many Months Credit he was often 
after thnt obliged to give to the Buyer ; and if he had not 
ready Money at Command, he could formerly give his Bond 
for the whole Duties with two fufficient Sureties, which a 
Man of tolerable Credit could always eafily find; whereas 
by this Scheme, it feems, every Merchant-Importer of To· 
bacco mufi: pay fome Part of the Duties at the Entry, let 
him make what Shift he will fer the Money, which to a 
poor Man is a new Hardfhip ; and to a rich Man the Pay
ment of that Part of the Duties in ready Money, is a greater 
Hardlhip than the Payment of the whole, confidering that 
he has no Allowance for prompt Payment, as to that Part 
of the Duties which he is ob!igelii to pay in ready Money. 

' I am furprifed to hear any Gentleman fay, that Brew
ers make no ~omplaints on account of their being fubjeCl:ed 
to the Laws of Exci{e; I do not know what Sort of Brewers 
thofe Gentlemen may converfe with, but I never converfed 
with any who did not complain of it as a very great Grie
vance, nor did I ever meet with any who could not give 
very fubftantial Reafons for their Complaints. There are 
many particular Ways by which the Officers of Excife may 
be troublefome and vexatious to the Brewer ; but there is 
one which is ge~erally praetifed all over the Kingdom, and 
that is, that thofe Officers not only gauge and take an Ac
count of their Liquors, but likewife oblige the Brewers to 
fhew them their Books as often as they have a Mind ; by 
which Means they not only pry into all the Secrets and 
Myfteries of their Trade, but likewife into their Circum
fiances and Fortunes. Can any Gentleman look upon this 
as no Grievance? Is it not a Hardfhip upon any Man to 
have the Secrets and Myfteries of his Trade expofed to every 
little Fellow, whom the Commiffioners of Excife fuall pl~ 
to put in Authority over him l But is it not ftill a greater 
.Hardihip, for a Man to be obliged to dif<:over his Circum-
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tlances to one who is an utter Stranger to him, perhaps to Anno 6. Ceo. It. 

h . . l: . I bl E l7;Z.·H· one w o IS h1s moi Imp aca e nemy? ~ 
• The honourable Gentleman, I find, values himfelf mucla 

upon the fmall In~reafe of Excife-Officers that is to be macle 
by his Scheme ; but then he feems to forget the W areho"fe
Kecpers ; they, as well as the other Offi~ers of Excife, are 
all to be named by the Crown, and paid by the PubUck, 
confequently they are certainly to be called Officers of the 
Revet;~ue : They will be as expenfive to the Publick, and as 
great Slaves to the Adminiftration, as any .Qther Sort of Of .. 
:ficers whatever. As there are to be a great. Number of Ta: 
bacco· Warehoufes in Britain, there muil: be a great Number 
of them employ'd to attend thofe Warehoufes as often as 
there ihall be Occafion for them, otherwife it will be impof.. 
:fible for the Merchant to manage or difpofe of the Goods he 
bas there lodged ; from whence I muJ.l: conclude, that the 
Number of thofe Warehoufe-keepers will be much~more 
than double the Number of the other new Officers to be 
added by this Scheme. 

Gentlemen feem to make light of the Trouble that l\1er
chants will be put to by thufe W arehoufe·keepers ; they 
think it will be no Inconvenience to the Merchant to lte de
barred all Accefs to his Goods, but at thofe Hours when the 
Warehoufe-keeper is to be obliged to attend him. Thofe, 
who argue at this Rate, feem to know but little of the 
various Accidents that happen in Trade ; but this is not the 
only Inconvenience that even the Merchant is to be expofed 
to by this Scheme; he muft, for every ~antity of Tobacco 
he fells, make a Journey, or fend a Meffeng-er to the Per.
mit~ffice for a Permit, which muft neceffarily put him to 
a great deal of Trouble and Expence ; and therefore, t~ 
the Merchant may be as much eafed as poffible, I hope that, 
as foon as thofe publick Warehoufes are all appointed, there 
will be two little Lodges like Centry-Boxes, built fame
where adjoining to each Warehoufe, one for the Warehoufe
Keeper, and the other for the Officer who is to grant the 
Permits. 

' It has been {aid, that Liberty has nothing to do in the 
~eftion now before us; but, in my Opinion, if it is not deep
ly.concern'd in this ~eftion, it never can be concem'd in any 
~eftion that can come before this Houfe : Is not every 
Man's Houfe looked on as his Afylum ? Is then the giving 
a Power to any little paltry Excifeman, to enter People's 
Houfes at all Times c:f the Day and Night, no Encroach
ment upon the Liberty of thofe People r If it is not an En
c~oachment upon ~ Man's Liberty. it certainly is ~ ve:r 
duetl: one upon his Property, and of Confequence 1t will 
be found to be an Entroaclullent upon his Liberty ; for can 
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Anno 6. r,"'"· 1r. any Man he faid to be free~ who rnuft fubmit to, and be 
~ the humble Slave of his Excifcman, otherwife he mull. ex

pect no ~iet or Comfort within his own Dwelling· Houie: 
The mofl: blamelef:; ConduCl: cannot fecure him againil Vexa
t!on ; and no Man can be faid to be free, who cannot de
pend upon his Innocence for his ProteCtion : An Officer 
invefied with filch Power, may fall upon twenty \Vays 
to teaze and vex the moft innocent Man upon Earth : I 
know, that one of my Acquaintance, who has the Misfor· 
tune to be fubjeCl to the Laws of Excife already in Being~ 
was, for a confiderable Time toge:her, reguiarlr vifited by 
his Excifeman at the Hour the Family went to Dinner ; 
and if they had but civilly a!k 'd the Gentleman to caB at 
any other Time, his immediate Anfwer was, ' No, Sir, 
' I am in a Hurry, I have a great deal of other Bufinefs to 
' attend befides yours ; I muU immeui·-ttely vifit fuch a 
• Place; if you will not allow me, I mult go, and I know 
• what to do.' By this rude Behaviour the whole Family 
was difturbed, and one of them was always obliged to get 
up from Dinner, in order to go and let him vifit fuch Plac~ 
in the Houfe as he had a Mind.· 

' Thefe are the Fellows who, by this fine Scheme, are to 
be put into every Man's Haufe that is a Dealer in either of 
the two Commodities of Tobacco or Wine: Thefe are the 
Lord Danes, who are to be by Law appointed to lord it 
over every fuch Dealer and his wl1ole Family : We know 
what was the Fate of the Lord Danes we had formerly in 
England, and I fhall be very little furprized if thefe new 
ones meet with the fame Fate. In ihort, Gentlemen may 
drcfs up this Scheme in what Shape they pleafe ; but to one 
who confiders it coolly and impartially as I have done, it 
muft appear in its true Colours. I am convinced that it will 
produce nothing but the moft mifchievous Confequences, not 
only to thofe who are to be immediately affeCted by it, but 
likewife to the Liberties and Properties of the Nation in 
general ; and therefore I am entirely againft agreeing to the 
Refolutions of the Committee.' 

Mr \Valpolc. Mr Horatio Walpole fpoke next for agreeing with the 
Mr Bmmfton. Committee ; Mr Bramfton againft it ; Lord Hervey for it ; 
~i~r;~o~~:~rRobin· then Sir Thomas Robinfon Hood up and fpoke as follows. 
~- Sir, 

' As I had not an Opportl.!nity in the Committee of giving 
my Opinion iu this ~eilion, I hope I fhall be indulged the 
Liberty of doing it now, £nee I find the whole is to be can
vaffed over again. I will take up as little of your Time as 
poffible, in making a few Obfervations on the Scheme itfelf 
as it now appears to us, and on what has fell from fame 
(ientlemen in the Courfe wf th; Deb~t(". 
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' I cannot help expreffing my Snrprize, to hear fo often 

repeated the cruel Ufage the Englifh Merchants have met 
with of late: For God's Sake, let all that has been faid in 
this Houfe, during the Time this Affair has been upon the 
Anvil, be fairly and impartia1ly canvaffed, and 'twill come 
out to be againft the unfJ.ir Dealers in Wine and Tobac~o, 
and againft them only; why fhould Gentlemen therefore 
apply it to Merchants in General? Give me Leave to fay, 
whoever makes fuch Application, 'tis they who pin the ~e
fiion upon the whole Body of Merchants, and not thofe Gen
tlemen who think the Method propofed of collecting this Re
venue, will fecure to the Publick what they have an un
doubted Right to. All that has been faid on this Head, and 
what we are now endeavouring to do by this Bill, is calculat
ed to affect thofe Men only, whofe Artifices and Cunning 
have hitherto evaded the Cuil:oms, againil whom no lefs Cau
tion can fecure that Duty to the publick Purfe, which every 
Confumer of this Commodity has an indifputable Right to 
have fairly collefted. 

' Surely no Gentleman, who appears for this Scheme, 
would for his own Sake proteEt or countenance it, if he ima
gined the Succefs of it would either affect our Trade, or the 
Body of the Englifu Merchants immediately concerned in the 
Exportation of our ManufaCtures, or by way of Return for 
them in the Importation of foreign ProduCI:ions ufeful and 
neceffary to us ; for it is to our Trade, and to our Mer
chants, that the real Caufes of the Wealth and Profperity 
of this Nation are principally to be afcribed : But this 
Scheme is not intended to affect:, nor will, I think, in any 
Shape reach thefe Men, which when they come impartially 
to confider, they muil be fenfible of; and then they will be 
able to judge, whether they have been alarmed at the Ap
proach of real, or only at the Noife of imaginary Dangers. 

' I am very forry to hear fo often urged, that thefe Re· 
firietions propofed only for the preventing of Frauds will be 
a Difcouragement to Trade in general ; for the natural Con
elution from thence would feem to be, that Frauds and Trade 
were infeparable: As the very Foundation of this Scheme, 
appears to me to be intended for the ImpnH'ement of the 
publick Revenue by the Difcouragement of Frauds; when it 
is fo often affirmed, that it will alfo be a Difcouragement 
to Trade, a Stranger in the Gallery, who was to hear our 
Debates, would naturally imagine that a Continuance ot: 
or a Connivance at Frauds, was in this Country a necefi~uy 
Encouragement to Trade. 

' As this Bill appears to me to be attended with certain 
Advantages to the Tobacco-Trade, and as I fhould be glad 
to be fet right if I am miftaken ; I beg Leave to ask a few 
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AMo fl. cee. 11. ~ellions of thofe who are converfant in Trade : Whethe~ 
~ high Duries on Goods imported are not a great Weight on 

every Branch of Trade fo loaded ; as it not on I y obliges the 
Merchant to keep a double Stock in ready Maney, but of 
courfe confir.es that Trade: to a very narrow Circle of Dea
lers, and furely it never can be the Interett: of a Trading Na
tion to encourage Monopolies ? Then I mutt a~>, Whether, 
as the Law now ftands, the Tobacco-Trade has not this 
Hardfuip attending it ? If it be fo, I would afk, Whether 
this Clog is not entirely remo\'ed by this Scheme ? no Duty 
being to be paid at Importation, nor any Money demanded 
'till the Fafior has made his Bargain v•itb the Retailer, who 
is to pay the whole Duty ? 

' Is it not another allowed Maxim in Trade, th1t one of 
the greateft Temptations to Fraud~ are large Drawbacks on 
Goods exported, nay the very Parent of Frauds in this Com· 
modity ? If this be a Fatl:, is not this Motive to Frauds en~ 
tirely remevt'd, there being by this Scheme no Temptation 
whatever to Frauds on this Head ? fnr by this Scheme a! 
now amended, there is no Part of the Duty to be paid at Im
portation, there is not a Farthing of t!te Duty ever to be 
paid for the Tob1cco which fhaU hereafter be re-exported ; 
fo that the honourable Gentleman who {poke firft, and who 
always fpeaks fo well and wit'!-! fo much Weight in this 
Haufe, has in this Particular entirely m.iftaken the Scheme 
now before us. 

' Has not the Method of Bonding the Duties, 'till very 
lately at leaft, been uni\'erfally allowed to be often fatal to 
both the Planters and Fatlors, and as often detrimental to 
the Puhlick? Is not this Hard!hip quite obviated by this 
Scheme ? Is not Bonding entirely out of the prefent ~e
fl:ion? 

' \\
7 ere not the Charges in the BiJls of Sale from the FaClor 

to his Planter a very great Hardfhip on the latter ? Accord
ing to all thofe I have feen, they never amounted to Iefs 
than 2 5 per Cmt, and oftner to much more, on the whole 
neat Produce returned to the Planter for his Tobacco. I don~t 
mean to accuf<! the Fatl:or of taking an extravagant or unjoft 
Gain on this Head : but what I think we are now contend
ing to remove,_ is the Pretence for and the Foundation of 
thefe Charges, which have been fo greatly detrimental to 
that Trade, and fo great a Hardfuip on the Virginia and Ma
ryland Planters, who now fend you a Merchandize that 
proves to this Nation, by.the great ~antities re-exported to 
foreign Markets, a very beneficial Branch of your Commerce; 
and if fomething be not now done in their Behalf, I am told 
from very good Hands, we :lhall run the Rifque of lofi.ng 
this Staple of Tobacto : Tl1en 'twill be too lat~ to confider 

what 
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what Methods are beLl for coHdling the Duties on it ; and 
therefore, were there no other Motive for this Bill, this Con
fiderat:.)il alone ~·.oulJ weigh greatly with me, to make a 
Trial, at leaH, of the Method now propofed for giving Re
lief to f0 coniiderable a Part of our American Colonies. 

Now I am up, Sir, give me Leave to Iemind Gentlemen, 
th:~t, ns the Law now ttands 4~d. neat Money, r.c leaft, is 
paid on each Pound of Tobacco, immeciiately on lnlporta
tion, tho' the Importer takes the Advantage of all the Dif
counts on prompr Payment, otherwife the Duty comes high
er : But by thh Scheme, the whole Duty will be at the high
eft but 4·;d. per Pound Weight, and will not be demanded 
'till the Tobacco is taken out of the Warehoufe for Home
Confumption, and therefore may fometiraes not be paid 'till 
eighteen :v1 onths or two Y cars after the landing of the To
bacco : Let therefore who will advance the Money, this 
farther Credit given by the Publick, for the Payment of the 
Duty, muft be a certain Benefit to this Trade ; and thus~ 
by Poftponing the Payment of the Duties 'till fo much nearer 
the Time of Confumption, the Dealers in Tobacco will be 
enabled, and ought to afford it to the Confumer on more rea.· 
fonable Terms. 

' If then. this Scheme be found to be no real Detriment to 
the fair Merchant, and a certain Benefit to the Planters, I 
believe in another Particular it will be a demonftrable Ad
vantBge to the Publick, I mean an Improvement of the Re .. 
venue : BJt what appears to me pretty extraordinary is, to 
hear that Improvement urged as one of the chief Obje8ions 
againil the whole Scheme, becaufe the Civil-Lift Re,•enue 
will alfo of courfe receive fome Increafe. Give me Leave 
to fay, that whatever Appearance of Weight there might 
have been in this ObjeCtion before the Scheme was known. 
yet now when it comes to be confidered, that the Crown in 
Return gives up to the Publick all Forfeitures and Seizures, 
this ObjeClion c:m he of little Weight : But furely this could 
never have been thought a fufficient Objection for the Le
giflature to refufe a Remedy againil: the known Frauds, prac
tifed in the ColleCtion of the publick Revenues, on ac. 
count of its preventing thofe prat1ifed againft t11e Crown ; e
fpecially, when even this Irnprovemen: of the King's Income 
is no more than what was, in Etfea, granted by the Parlia· 
ment, when they appropriated the Produce of thofe Duties 
to his Majeily for L1fe. 

' B:.1t fince it is faid, that this Alteration in the Method of 
colleCting the Duty on Tobacco will be fuch an Augmenta
tion to the Revenue, thongh no new Tax be laid on, nor an 
Addition made to any one now in Being, it mar be al'ked~ 
From whence this Augmentation will arife? To this the 
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Anno 6. ~. u. bare Enumeration of the feveral Frauds, at prefent praaifed 
~ in the ColleCl:ion of this Duty, would be a fufficient Anfwer; 

efpecially, if we confider the large Sum, which the Frauds 
that have aCl:ually been difcovered· yearly amount to, and 
that it cannot be fuppofed, that one fifth Part of the 
Frauds, which have really been committed, have ever come 
to the Knowledge of the Publick, or of thofe intrufied with 
the ColleCting of this Duty : But as the honourable Gentle~ 
man, who opened the Debate in the Committee, has fo 
fully and fo demonftrably fhewn the Particulars of thefe un
Jawful TranfaCl:ions ; and as there are in this Haufe fo many 
Gentlemen, throughly acquainted with the Courfe of the 
publick Revenues, who can fpeak more minutely to the Na
ture of thefe Frauds than 1 am capable of doing, I Ihall 
not enter into a Detail of them ; but only take Notice, that 
there have been fame Inftances, where a tripple Fraud has 
been committed in the Difpofal of the famt: individual Par
cel of Tobacco; he, indeed, who praCl:ifes this Method, 
mufi: be very adroit in the Bufinefs of Smuggling, but it jg 
certain it has been praCl:ifed: The unfair Trader has con
trived to receive the full Duty twice from the Publick, with
cut having ever paid it once to the Publick ; he has receiv
ed from the Government the Drawbacks upon a Quantity 
cf Tobacco, which he found Means to import without pay
ing any Duty ; and by again running the fame Tobacco 
from Holland in fmall Parcels, he has a fecond Time receiv
ed the Drawbacks from the Confumers, by felling it to them 
as if the Duties had been honefi:ly paid ; and the Difficulty to 
prevent this Kind of Frauds, as there is but one Check in 
the Cuftoms, is almoft infurmountable ; fmce, in fome Cafes. 
the unfair Dealer in Tobacco may very well afford to give 
fuch Bribes to the Cuftom-houfe Officer, as will even more 
than compenfate to him the Lofs of his Place, if he fhould 
be difcovered. 

' So that in this Light, the Parties in this Conteft are, the 
Publick, the Planter, and the fair Trader on one Side ; and 
the unfair Dealer only on the other. It is a Duty the Na.; 
tion pays; the Planter and the fair Trader feel the Incon
venience of it, but the Benefit is intercepted by the fraudu
lent Dealer; and in this View your Landed Confumers of 
Tobacco have doubly paid the Duty; they have paid it once 
by buying the Tobacco at an advar1ced Price, as if the Du
ty had been paid by the Seller ; and again by a future Call 
upon them by the Legiflature, to make good the Deficiency 
occafioned by the Frauds of the Sellers ; fo that by this Me
thod of Taxation, a Duty has been laid on one Subjeft, 
whicll another has by Artifice not only preveated c;om.in& in-
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to the publick Purfe, but has converted towat·ds the fupport- Anno 6. Ceo. n. 
ing ot· ei1riching of hirnfelf. ~ 

' But there is another Reafon, which will have the greatefl: 
\Veight with me, for coming into this Propofition, and that 
is, becaufe I think, that in its Confequeoces, the Landholders 
of Great Britain will find a confiderable Relief. As long as 
I can remember, I have always heard the Land-Tax com
plain 'd of, as one of the moft unequal and moft grievous of 
our Taxes ; unequaJ, as it is only paid by a Part of thofe 
who po.lfefs Property in Great Britain, and fo great a Dif
proportion is there in this Particular, that as our Property 
is now divided, I believe one may fay, the Money ari:fing 
by this Tax, is paid only by five out offJX of thofe who pof
fefs the Riches of this Nation ; and it has hitherto been the 
more grievous, as there was no ProfpeCt that any one of this 
Generation, would have been relieved from the Burthen of it. 
From Land alone, 64 Millions and a Half have been raifed 
:Iince the Revolution, and an Eftate of 10001. a Year, fully 
cefs'd fince that Time, has paid 6450 I. which Sum amounts 
to near one ftxth Part of the whole Produc~ of fuch an 
Eftate in that Time; fo that by taking it at an Average, 
the Landholders of thefe Eftates thus cefs'd, have paid very 
naar a fixth Part of the grofs Produce of their Efiates for 
~4 Years fucceffively, which bears no manner of Proportion 
to what has been paid by any other Set of Men, towards 
defraying the Charges of the Government fince that Time. 
This has always been mofi jufi]y reputed a Grievance upon 
the Landholders, yet now when a Scheme is offer'd, which_, 
as it appears to me, would be a certain Relief to the Land
ed Intereft, a new Language, a new Opinion has ftarted up, 
and prevails, at leafl: without Doors, that the Lands of 
Great Britain fhou1d ftill continue to carry that Burthen, 
which, till very lately, all Mankind were unanimou&, they 
ought to be relieved from . 

.- If fame Gentlemen may think there can be any mate
rial Weight thrown into the Scale of the Crown, by the 
Addition of a few Excife-Officers, let them on the other Side 
reflect on .the Relief given by this Scheme to the Landholders 
of Great Britain, who always have been, and ever mufl: be, 
in Time of Trial and Neceffity, the real and folid Support 
of the Liberties of the Nation. 

' And as the Landed Intereft rnuft be allowed to be our 
principal Strength, all Attempts to invade our Liberties mufl: 
prove unfuccefsfu}, while the Gentlemen of Landed Eil:ates 
fuall oontinue refolute, and retain fufficient Force to oppofe 
any arbitrary Defigns : Any Thing therefore, that tends to 
put them upon a better Footing, and to encreafe their Sub
Jlance, ftlengthens our Conftitution in the moil ell"ential 
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Anno 6. ceo. 11. Part ; for this Rea.fon, when the Eafe that will be given ta 
~ Landholders is in this View impartially confider'd, the Ad

dition of a few Excifemen, with Salaries of 4-0 or 50 l. a 
Year each, will not have that Weight in this Day's Debate, 
which at firft Sight it migLt feem to carry with it. 

' Sir, I have mention·d the Advantages which, as it appears 
to me, will naturally arife to the Publick Revenue, to the fair 
Trader, to the induftrious PJanter, and to the Landholder 
by this Scheme; and I think there is another Benefit attend
ing it, which Gentlemen do not feem to give fufficient At
tention to, I mean the Reformation that will be made on 
this Or.cafion in the Laws of Excife ; for tho' the Extention 
of them, as they now fiand, might have been thought by 
fame a flrong Objection to this Scheme, however beneficial 
in other Relpe& it might prove to the fublick, yet I think 
the Weight of this ObjeCtion is greatly removed, when we 
confider, that the Alteration now propoted will take away 
many of thofe Powers, which might in Time to come have 
been abufed to the Oppreffion of the Subjetl:. One of the 
moll material Objettions I ever heard ftarted was~ the Want 
of a proper Appeal from the Determination of the Com
miffioners of Excife ; but this, I think, is entirely obviated 
by the allowing of an Appeal from thofe Gentlemen to three 
Judges, chofen from the different Courts in W efiminfter-Hall) 
or from the J uJlices of Peace to the Judges of Affize in 
their refpetlive Circuits; who are to determine in a fumma
ry Way, without either Delay or any confiderable Expence 
to the Parties concern'd. Nowwhatever Influence the Nomi
nation of thefe Officers by the Crown might have ·on their 
Aetions, or however regardlefs their Power, being uncon
trolable, might make them in their Determinations, thi' 
Check muft prevent the Execution of their Intentions, were 
they inclined to abufe their Power in Favour of the Crown ; 
it will certainly make them more cautious in givingJudgment, 
when they fhall know, when they fhall reflect, that their 
Judgments are liable to be canvaifed in a fuperior Court, 
where no Favour, where no Intereil: can fcreen an ill Action: 
The Judges to whom the Appeal muft be made have their 
Offices for Life, and therefore cannot reafonably be fuppofed 
to be byaffed, fo as to countenance any unlawful Steps of 
the Commiffioners, let them be the Favourites of any 
Minifter whatever, or let the Party opprefs~d, let the 
Party complaining, be never fo obnoxious to an Admi
niftration. 

' There is alfo another Benefit that will attend the Suc
cefs of this Scheme, which is the Repeal of an Act made 
in the 1 I th Year of the late King, which obliges People to 
accufe themfelves: As thi~ is tertainly a very great Griey .. 
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ance, the Repeal muft be a very agreeable Relief to tho(e Ano 15. r~o. n. 
who are fubjeCl to it. I hope therefore, if this Q!!eftion ~ 
pa:ffes, when the Blanks in the Bill come to be filled up in 
the Committee, thofe Gentlemen, who may think that there 
are any unneceffary Claufes in the Laws ofExcife, will take 
this favourable Opportunity to have thofe Laws review'd; 
and by the Addition of proper Claufes to the Bill now to 
be brought in, to extend the Regulations of them in Behalf 
of the SubjeCl, as far as may not leave the Duties under 
the Management of the Commiffioners open to grofs Frauds. 

~ Upon the whole, I believe' the Benefits propofed by this 
Scheme, by an Improvement of the publick Revenue in pre. 
venting Frauds, will be a certain Relief to the Landed In• 
tereil ; and the only real Objection that ever could be to fuch 
a Defign, was the Method by which it was to be effected: 
But that, I think, as I faid before, is in a great meafurc 
removed, by the Mitigation of thofe Methods of proceeding 
in Excife-Laws, which feemed moft to infringe the·Liberties 
of the SubjeCt, and which Alteration may, nay is defigned 
to be extended to the other Branches of the Revenue, fub. 
ject to the fame Laws. 

This Scheme therefore, as it is intended to be a Review 
of the Excife-Laws, and an Amendment of the Rigour of 
thofe Parts of them where lefs Severity would fecure the 
Duty to the Publick, appears i11 this Light as much in Fa
vour of the Subject as of the Revenue ; and as fuch, when 
it comes to be rightly apprehended, and the Benefits at
tending it are felt and diffufed through the whole Nation,. 
I believe it will foon take a more favourable Tum among 
the People ; the ill Impreffions of it that may now be in
duftrioufly fpread abroad, I thould think, would foon fubftde 
and be forgotten. 

· I beg Pardon, Sir, for taking up fo much more of' your 
Time than I at firft intended. I now only add, that 1ince 
upon the Examination of the particular Merits of this Scheme, 
the Advantages propofed by it appear to me to be certain ; 
4nd of fuch a Nature as not only to increafe the publick 
Revenue, without any new Tax on the Subjetl: or Ad· 
dition. to any one now in Being; to advance the Inteaft 
of our Trade and Plantations ; and alfo at the fame Time to 
raife theL Value of the Lands of Great Britain, I fuall there
fore readily give my Affent to it.' 

Sir Thomas Afton, Member for Leverpoole, fpoke next Sir T. Alloa:i. 

againil the Motion for agreeing with the Committee, and 
took Notice, 'That it was his Misfortune to know too much 
of the Influence, that the Officers of the Cufioms and Excife 
had ar Eleaions ; for at his own Elctlion there were many 
'?f the Voters were fo free and open, as to come to him and 
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teJI him that th~y would vote for him rather than any other, 
but that tho~ vfficers had threatned to ruin them if they 
did ; and others told him, that they had Promifes either 
for themfelves or their Sons to be made Officers in the Cu
ftoms or Excife by his Antagonift ; and as their Bread de
pended upon getting thofe Promifes fulfilled, which they 
could not expeCt if they did not vote againft him, therefore 
they hoped he would excufe them : That as he knew the 
Evil of this illegal Influence by Experience, therefore he 
fhould always be againH any Meafure, that might tend to en
creafe it, as this Scheme moft evidently would : That he 
hop'd he fuould always difdain to owe the Honour of repre
fenting his Country in Parliament to any Adminiftration 
whatever : That he hop'd he fuould always depend upon the 
free Votes of his Fellow~Subjetb ; and for that .Reafon he 
muft be againfl: what he thought would deftroy that Freedom, 
upon which only he was refolv'd always to depend.~ 

Then Lord Glenorchy fpoke for agreeing with the Com
mittee ; Lord Morpeth againft it; Mr Clayton for it. Then 
Mr Pulteney fpoke as follows: 

Sir, 
' I muft fay, that the recommending the Care of the pub

lick Revenue to this Houfe, the recommending to us a 
Schen1e which may, any Way, tend to tJ:te increafiog of it,. 
are ])()arines, which come very properly from the honour
able Gentleman that fpoke ]aft, who for feveral Years has 
had the fingering of the publick Money, as he himfelf was 
pleafed to exprefs it : But I hope thofe Gentlemen will 
confider, that they and their Poilerity are not all to enjoy 
the fame Pofts they enjoy at prefent ; they may perhaps ex
pea that they themfelves are all in for Life, but they can
not imagine that thofe Pofts are to go by Way of Inheritance 
to their Heirs ; and therefore I hope, that for the fake at 
leaft of their Pofterity, they will confider a little the Power 
and InA.uence that this Scheme will give to the Crown ; and 
fuch a Coniideration muft certainly be of fome Weight in 
the prefent Debate, even with thofe Gentlemen. 

' It is certain, that the Liberties of this Country depend 
apon the Freedom of our EleetioRs for Members of Parlia
ment ; our Parliaments, efpecially the Reprefentatives of 
the People in Parliament affembled, are defigned for, and 
generally have been a Check upon thofe, who were employed 
in the executive Part of our Government : But if it fual1 
ever come to be in the Power of the Crown, that is to fay, 
of thofe employed in the executive -Part of our Govern
ment, to have fuch an Influence over moft of the EleCtions 
in the Kingdom, as to get any Perfon chofen they pleafe 
&o recommend, they will then always have a Majority of 
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their own Creatures in every Houfe of Commons, and from 
fuch Reprefentatives what can the People expect? Can it be 
expetl:ed, that fuch a Haufe of Commons will ever be any 
Check upon thofe in Power, or that they will find Fault 
with the Conduct of the moft rapacious, tl1e moft tyrannical 
Minifters, that may hereafter be employed by the Crown. 

' It is well known, that every one of the pub lick Offices 
have already fo many Boroughs or Corporations, which they 
look on as their Properties; there are iome Boroughs which. 
may be called Treafury-Boroughs ; there are others which 
may be called Admiralty·Boroughs; in {bort, it may be 
faid, that almoft the whole Towns upon the Sea-Coa11 are 
already feiz'd on, and in a Manner taken Prifoners by the 
Officers of the Crown : In moft of them they have fo great 
an Influence, thaF none can be chofen Members of Parlia
ment but fuch as they are pleafed to recommend. But as 
the Cuftoms are confined to our Sea-Ports, as they cannot 
travel far from the Coaft, therefore this Scheme feems to be 
contrived in order to extend the Laws of Excife, and there
by to extend the Influence of the Crown over all the Inland 
Towns and Corporations in England. , 

' This feems plainly to me to be the chief Defign of the 
Scheme now under our Confideration ; and if it fucceeds •. 
which God forbid it fhould-, our future Minifters of State 
will be very much obliged to the Gentleman who projected 
it ; the Ele8ion of a Houfe of Commons will in all Time 
to come be an eafy Tafk. ; for whoever fhall be Prime Minifier 
under any of our future Kings may fit at home in his 
great Chair, and iffue forth his Orders to moil: of the Coun
ties .and Boroughs in Great Britain, to chufe fuch Perfons 1 

for their Reprefentatives in Parliament, as he fhaU pleafe to 
think moil: proper for his Purpofe. Moft of the chief Clerks 
of the Treafury, and other great Offices, are already Mem
bers of this Haufe ; they deferve it, they are Gentlemen, 
and Men of Figure and Fortune in their Country : Bot if 
this Scheme takes Place, we may in a little Time fee all the 
little Under-Clerks of the Treafury, and other Offices, Mem
bers of this Haufe; we may fee them trudging down to 
this Houfe in the Morning, in order to give their Votes for 
impofing Taxes upon their Fellow-Subjects; and in the 
Afternoon attending behind the Chair of a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a Secretary of State, or other chief Minifter : 
Nay, I do not know but fome of us may live to fee fome 
vain over-grown Minifter of State driving along the Streets, 
with fix Members of Parliament behind his Coach. 

' Thefe mufl: be the fatal Confequences of the Scheme 
now under our Confideration ; and therefore I muft think 
that every Man, who has a Regard to the Confti~ution of Jlis 
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Anno 6. Geo. 11. 
'7J%·B· 

~ 
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Anno 6. c... u. Country, or to the Liberties and Properties of thofe that 
~ have put their Truft in him, is in Duty bound to give his 

Negative to the prefent ~ellion. 
• Gentlemen may indulge themfelves in the vain Conceit~ 

that by this Scheme all Manner of Frauds in the Tobacco
Trade win be prevented for the future, but the Thing is in 
its own Nature impoffible ; when the Duties are fo high, 
where they amount to five or flx Times the Prime Coft of the 
Commodity on which they are laid, it will be impoffible to 
prevent all Manner of Frauds ; and therefore the lncreafe of 
the publick Revenue by this Scheme, is fo far from being cer
tain, that it is altogether precarious ; and unlefs the publick 
Revenue be thereby greatly increafed, the Landholders can 
expeS: no Relief: But granting that the Benefits expeCted by 
this Scheme were certain ; it is as certain, it is as demon
ftrable, that our Conftitution will be thereby detlroyed ; and 
are we to make a Sacrifice of our Conftitution, for the poor 
Confideration of adding 4 or 5oo,ooo 1. a Year to the pub
lick Revenue ? That lncreafe may foon be diffipated by an 
Adminiftration under no Fears of being called to an Account 
by Parliament ; and then they will be obliged to come upon 
the Landholders for Money, to anfwer the neceffary Services 
of the Publick. There never was in any Country a Scheme 
fet up for introducing arbitrary Power, but what was fup· 
ported by {ome fpecious Pretences : The preventing of Mobs, 
Infurretl:ions, Inva:fions, Frauds, or the like, have in all 
Countries been made the Pretences for introducing arbitrary 
Power : But in fuch an Affembly as this, where the Principles 
of Liberty fo much prevail, where there are fo many Gen. 
tlemen of good Senfe and Penetration, I hope no fuch Pre
tence will ever be of any Weight. To me it appears indif
putable, that this Scheme is abfolutely inconflftent with a free 
Ele8ion of Members of Parliament, and of Confequence it 
muft be inconfiftent with our Confritution ; therefore though 
the Advantages to be reaped from it were much greater, and 
much more certain than they are, I 1hou]d be moil: heartily 
againft it, and for that Reafon I mull: give my Negative to the 
prefent Q!!eilion. • 

After fome few Altercations between Sir Robert Walpole 
and Mr Pulteney, Mr Walter Plumer ftood up, and took 

:~~~:~·~~mer Notice of fome Gentleman's having faid, ' That no Body 
E
J!e ~Jpos'd cth;, ' had oppofed the fubjeiling of Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, 

Sir R. Walpole. 
Mr P11ltency. 

xc.ue upon orree, th f E ·r. b 1 G 1 I d 
Tea andChocohttc, ( to e Laws 0 XCtle, ut t lC ent em;o.n un er the Gal-
.Mno 10

• Gco.l. ' lery [Meaning Sir John Barnard'] And he thereupon 
added, ' That he muft put thofe Gentlemen in Mind, that 
he had then the Honour to be a Member of the Haufe ; 
That he thank'd God, he did oppofe that Excife-Scheme as 
well as this; and that he would oppofe every fucb Scheme 

that 
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that fuould ever be ofFered to the Houfe, while he had the 
Honour of fitting in it : That he knew how grievous and op
preffive the Laws of Exdfe were to his Fellow-Subjetls; and 
therefore he could notanfwer it to his Country, if he did not, 
to the utmoft of his Power, oppofe every Scheme offered for 
the Extenfion of thofe vexatious and arbitrary Laws. t 

After this the QJ!eftion was put dpon the firfl: Refolution, 

Anne 6. GeG. R. 
173J• 

~ 

and carried in the Affirmative by 249 againfl: 1 8g. Then The R.efolutloJI' 
• , of the CummJLtee, 

the ~eftions were feverally put upon the fecond and thud r~latin& to the :ex~ 
Refolutions, which were agreed to without any Divifion ; :c: t!~c:; 
and the fourth Refolution being read a fecond Time, Sir HoWe. 

Robert Walpole inform'd the Haufe, ' That the King 
had commanded him to acquaint the Haufe, that his Majefty 
gave his Confent~ that the Haufe fhould do as they fuould 
think fit, in relation tQ the faid Fines, Penalties, · Forfei~ 
tures, and Seizures. Hereupon the Q!!efHon was put, and 
this laft Refolution likewife was agreed to without any Di-
vHion. . 

Then it was ordered that a Bill fllould be brought in, 
purfuant to the faid Refol~tions; and that Sir Charles Turner, ~~~~~:,~r~•f' 
Sir Robert Walpole, Sjr Philip Yorke, Mr Talbot, Mr Dod~ 
dington, Mr Clayton, Sir William Yonge, Sir George Ox~ 
enden, Mr Scrope, and Mr Edward Walpole fhould prepare 
and bring in the fame . 

.April :z. The Houfe, in a Grand Committee, confider'd far- Motion for ~~ 
ther of the Land~Tax Bill for the Service of the Year 1733 po.wedngthecom-

• ' • , ' m1ffioner1 gf the 
and a Matton was made, That lC Jhould be an lnftrufbon to the Land-Tax to ap-
r:. 'd C ' th h 11.. ld b · d • pointrhe Receiver• 1a.t . ommtttoe, at t ey mou e 1mpowere to receive a lhcrcllf. 

Claufe to enable and direct the feveral Commiffioners, to be 
appointed in the faid Bill for putting the fame in Execution, 
to nominate and appoint a Receiv~r or Receivers General 
for each County, Riding, City, Borough, Cinquc·Port, 
Town or Place refpeffively, within England, Wales, and 
Berwick, for which they were appointed Commiffioners ; 
and to make the faid refpetlive Counties, Ridings, Cities, 
Boroughs, Cin~u~Ports, Towns or Places, for which they 

-were appointed Commifiioners, anfwerable for any De.ficien-
cy that might happen by fuch Receiver or Receivers.' lt Jhb&ta acre• 
was urged, in Favour of this Motion, 'That the Commiffi· 
oners in each County, were much better Judges of the Per· 
fons proper to be appointed aeceivers in the feveral Cotm· 
ties, &c. than the Gentlemen employed in the A<fminiftra~ 
tion :That they were alfo better Judges of the Perfons offered 
as Sureties for fuch Receivers : And that it would be a greac: 
Advantage to the Publick, which had often fuffer'd by the 
lnfolvency of fuch Receivers, and the Infufficiency of the 
Security that had been given for them. However, th~ Co"r~ 

:V o 1..:. JI. A a a £1en 
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Anno~- Geo.n. tiers oppofed this Motion very ilrenuoufly ; and the. ~eftion 
~·being put, it paff'ed in the Negative. 
>t:ne nm for ex- April 4· The Excife-Bill was b:ought in, and read a firft 
cumg Tobacco T' . fi h' h s· R b 1.rr. 1 1 b h" M . fi ., rea•i 11le firltTime, lffif ' a ter W lC Ir 0 ert YV a po e, Y 15 Jje J ~ 
allrl afl:crDeb.lte o1·· Command acquainted the Houfe That his lVhJ' eil:y confent-
dcr'd to be read a. • ' • .' • 
f.:cond Time. ed to the1r makxng fuch Alterations as they fhould thank fit 

for t;1e publick Service, in relation to the Subfidy on Tobac
co then payab!e on account of his MajeH:y's Civil Lift. Here
upon it was oLj::Etcd, That fame Parts of the faid Bill were 
not within the .Kefolutions of the Houfe, purfuant to which 
rhe faid B1ll had been ordered to be brought in ; and there
fore it was moved, That the Bill fuould be withdrawn: 
But this pafied in the N cgative, by 2 3 2 Votes againtl 1 76 ~ 
Then a Motion was made for adjourning, which likewife_ 
pa1fed in the Negative : But at lail it was r~folved, Tha~ the 
Bill fhould be read a fecond Time on the 1 1 th Inft.-mt, 
by z36 again1l zoo. 

Motion for Printing April 5. A Mo,tion was made for Printing fuch a N um-
u. ber of Copies of ~he faid Bill, as ihould be fufficient for the 
• Ufe of the M~mbers of ~e Haufe : But upon the QEefti

on's being put, it was carried in the Negative by 128 a
gainft 1 I z 

TheCityofLon~ 4prilio. The ~ord Mayor, A1dermen, ~nd Common
donpetitio,againft Council of the CitY of London, prefented a Petition againfr 
the f;ud BJ!l. h E ·rc B'll r : £ h h h P · · _ . t e xc1 e- 1 , 1ettmg orr , ' T at t e etzt10ners. on occa-

fion of the Bill depending in this .floufe, for repealing feve
ral Subfidies and an Impofl: now payable on Tobacco of the 
Britifh Plantations, and granting an Inland Duty in lieu 
thereof, prefume in a11 Humility to exprcfs to this Haufe, as 
they have already done in fame Meafure by their Reprcfen
tation to their Members, the univerfal Senfe of the City of 
~o_ndon concerning any farther Extenfiop of the Laws of Ex
cife : That the Burthen of Taxes already impofed on every 
Branch of Trade, however chearfully born, is feverely felt ; 
~ut the Petitioners apprehend, that this Burthen will grow 
too heavy to be born, if it be increafed by fuch vexatious 
and opprdfive Methods of levying and co1letling the Duties, 
as they are affured by melancll<?ly Experience, that the N a
ture of all Excifes muft neceHarily produce: That the Mer
chants, Tradefmen, and Manufacturers of this Kingdom, 
have fupporteg themfelves under the Preffure of the Excife
Laws now in Force, by the comfortable and reafonab]e Ex
pectation, that L1.ws, which nothing but publick Neceffity 
could be 1<1. Motive to enatl:, would be repealed in FavoQr of 
the Trade of the Nation, and .of the Li~rty of the SubjeCl, 
whenever that Motive ihould be removoo; as the Petitioners. 
ir#ume it effectually js, by undifturb'd l'r~.quility at Home, 
~d a general Peace fo firmly ~ftablilh'd Abr~: That if 

· this 



( 37 1 

this ExpeCtation be entirely taken away ; if the Excife-Laws, Anno 6, Goo. 11. 

inftead of being repealed, are extended to other Species of ~ 
Merchandize not yet excifed; and a Door open'd for extend· 
ing them to· all; the Petitioners cannot, in Juitice to them-
felves, to the Merchants, Tradefmen, and Manufatturers of 
the whole Kingdom, 

1 
and to the general I ntcreil of their 

Country, conceal their Apprehenfion, that the mo.ft fatal 
Blow, which was ever given, will be given on this Occafion, 
to the Trade and Navigation of Great Britain : That that 
great Spring, from which the Wealth a.1d Profpcrity of th~ 
. .Publick flows, will be obihuB:ed, and the M~rcantile Part qf 
the Nation become not only lefs ~le to trade to Advan-
tage, but unwilling to trade at all ; fince no Perfon, who can 
enjoy all the Privileges of a Britif!l Subjea out of Trade, 
even with a fmall Fortune, will voluntarily renounce fame 
of the moft valuable of thofe Privileges, by fubjetl:ing himfelf 
to the Laws of Excife : That the Petitioners are able to 
fhew, that thefe their A pprchenfions are founded both in Ex-
perience and in Reafon ; and therefor~ praying, that the 
Haufe will be pleafed to hear them by J:Aeir <.:ounfel againft 
the faid Bill.' ' 
· This Petition being brought up and read at the Table, 

Sir John Barnard immediately rofe up, and £hewed how Sir JohR Barnar~ 
. . ~. . moves for allowmg 

much the C1ty and Cmzens of London, as well as all CounJelto the City 

h h d. p f h 'N · 1 ld b ffi .1.1 d b of London, in Fa. t e 0[ er tra mg .trt 0 t e at10n, WOU e a e._ C J v.our of their Peti• 

the Bill for altering the Method of raifing the Duties pay· uon. 

able upon Tobacco, and how juil: Reafons they had to infi.ft Debate thereon. 

upon being heard by their Counfel r.gainft it; and concluaed 
with a Motion for granting them Leave to be heard by their 
Counfel, if they thought fie. In Oppoiition to this Motion, 
Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Winnington, sirR. Walpole.'• 

Mr Talbot, Sir Philip Yorke, Sir William Yonge, and Mr r:J; ~;l~~~~;'~~; 
Henry Pelham, infifted, 'That it had always been the Prac- ~:;!;~~~~~\orke, 
tice of the Haufe, never to receive any Petitions, and much s:r \\i.liam Yonge, 

I r. d ' C r. 1 b h d · .11. B'll r . Mr He:Jry Pelham, e1s to a mlt· oume to c ear , agamu any 1 IOr Impo-
fmg Taxes upon the Subject ; for that if any fuch Thing 
were to be admitted, it would be impofiible ever to pafs 
any fuch Bill, becaufe there would be fo many different Peti-
tions prefehted againft it, by thofe who were to be fubjed 
thereto, that it would be impoflible to hear Counfel feparate-
ly upon every fuch Petition, within the ufual Time of the 
Continuance of one Seffion of Parliament : And that in re-
fufing to admit Counfel to be heard, there could be no In-
convenience, becaufe every Man, and every Body of Men. 
had their Reprefentatives in that Houfe, who certainly would 
reprefent their Cafe to the Houfe, if any particular Hard. 
iliip was to be put upon them by any Bill then before the 
Haufe.• In Anfwer to this, Mr Sandys, Mr Gibbon, Mr ~1; ~~f;~ 

A a a z Bootie,. 
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AMe8. Ceo. 11. Bootie Mr Pultf!lhey Sir William Wyndham Mr Walta 

'7H ' ' ' ~ Plumer, Mr Hea~hcote, and Mr Wyndham replied,' That the 
Mr Bootie, Houfe had never pretended to any general Cuftom of refufmg 
~~ t:.re.;r~dham, Petitions, except againft thofe Bills which were called Money= :'~::,mer, .Bills, that was to fay, fuch Bills as were brought in for 
lfl Wy~. rai:fing Money for the current Service of the Year; and that 

even as to them there were many Precedents~ where the 
Houfe had admitted the Parties, whom they thought to have 
a real lntereft therein, to be hend by their Connfd againft 
the palling of fuch' Bills : That the admitting of Counfel 
even in fuch Cafes could never prevent the palling of fuch 
Bills, becaufe the Houfe could always order all Parties peti
tioning to be h~ at one Time ; and could give fuch Di
rections, that it would never take up many Days to hear 
every Thing, that could be objeCled by every one of the 
Parties petitioning: That tho' every Part of the Nation had 
their. Reprefentatives in that Houfe, yet it was well known, 
that {peaking in Publick was a Talent that every Man was 
not endowed with, [See YJ. I. p. Z4+·J from whence it might 
happen, that the particular Perfor.s, or Part of 1:he Nat ion, 
to be aggrieved by what was paffing in the Haufe, might 
not have any fuch Members as were proper to lay their 
Cafe fully and clearly before the Houfe; and that therefore, 
even as to Money-Bills, it was proper to admit Parties to 
be heard againft them, when it appeared that' they were very 
particularly interefted therein : And that ~ to the Cafe 
then before them, there was not the leail Pretence for ·re
fufing the Defire of the Petition, becaufe the Bill, againft 
which it was prefented, was no Money-Bill; for it was granted 
by the Advocates for the Bill ; it was even infifted on as the 
greateft Argument for it, that there were no new Duties to 
be im:pofed i that it was a Bi11 only for altering the Method of 
col!elhng the Taxes already impofed ; and therefore it could 
never be pretended, th.at there was any Pratlice or Cuftom of 
the Houfe for refufing to admit Parties interefted to be heard 
againft fuch a Bill : That if there had been fuc~ a Cuftom 
introduced, it ought not to be obferved, efpeciatly when fuch 
a confiderable Body, as the Lotd Mayor, Alderme~ and 
Common Co':lncil of the City of London, come with an 
humble Petition to ~ heard againft a BiU, which they 
thought would not only be highly injurious to them in 
particular, but deftrutl:ive- of the Trade and Commerce of 
the whole Nation.' 

In this Debate there were many Precedents brought 
by Mr Sandys, Mr «Sibbon, and Mr Bootie, where the 
Houfe had receiv'd Petitions, and admitted Counfel to be 
heard againfr Money-Bills : There were likewife Prece
•enta brought by Sir William Yonge, and Mr Winningtoa. 

wbero 
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where the fame had been refufed. Then the <l!!eflion being Anno 6. Ceo. II. 

put, for allowing the Petitioners to be heard by their Counfel ~ 
againft the BiiJ, it was carried in the Negative, by % 1 + 
againft 197· After which it was ordered that the faid Pe- Lhe an!~~ 
tition fhould lie upon the Table, until the faid Billlhould CorunLofdro~Citr 

• o ndon1onthc 
be read a fecond Ttme. Behalf oftlleir Pc:· 

.A: '/ A p ' · f h M AJd d Co tition t.l!.&inft the rpt t 1 1 . · etmon o t e ayor, ermen, an m- Ex~He~Bill, par. 
mon Council of the Town of Nottingham againft the Ex- lesin thcNeP.tive; 

• • • ' • IUid the iii me !5 
cite-Bill, was prefented to the Haufe and read, wh1ch ordered to lie on 

was alfo ordered to lie upon the Table : After this a Petition flke!~~etfuoa: 
of the City of Coventry was prefented to the Houfe and ~me~;!~~ 
read, which was likewife order'd to lie on the Table; . 

Then the Order of the Day being read for the fecond ~~~~~~pole 
Reading of the fald Bill, the Serjeant at Arms was order'd obeiF,f~rtwdoRMand~ 

t .ccon ea tn' 
to go into the Court of Requefi:s and the other ufual Places, of the B1U for ex-

and fummon the Members there to attend the Service of the ~~~;h ~~~c 
Houfe; and he being returned, inftead of reading the Bill a Po~bau, isqr.o.t 

fecond Time, a Motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole, 
that the faid Bill fhould be read a fecond Time upon the 
1 zth of June: Tho', by this Motion, it evidently appeared 
that tht: Bill was defign,d tobe dropt ; yet fome Members, 
who had from the Beginning appeared ftrenuoufly againft it, 
were for having it rejed:ed : But this Propofition did not 
come to a ~eftion, fo that the firft Motion was agreed to 
without Oppofition . 

.April I z. Complaint was made to the Houfe by feveral ~md'=cb~ve-to 
Members who had voted in Favour of the Excife-Bill that ral'Mcmbers, whD 

' "' ' had voted for the 
a tumultuous Crowd of People had been aifembled together Excife·IDIJ. of their 

the Night before, and feveral Days during the Se8ion, in =nlo~~~~ by 

the Court otRequefts, and other Avenues to the Houft! ; 
and that they themfelves and feverai other Members of the 
Haufe had been, in their Return from the Haufe, me-
naced, infulted, and affaulted, by a tumultuous Crowd of 
People in moft of the Paffages to the Houfe: H't:reupo11 
it was refolved Nem. Co'tl. I. That the affaulting, infulting. 
or menacing any Member of the Houfe, in coming to or 
going from the Houfe, or upon the account of his Beha-
viour in Parliament, was a high Infringement of the Pri. 
vilege of the Houfe.; a moft outrageous and dangerous Vio .. 
lktion of the Rights of Parliament ; and a high Crime and 
Mifdemeanor. II. That the aifembling and coming of any 
Number of Perfons in a riotous, tumultuous, and diforderJy 
Manner to the Houfe, in order either to hinder or promote 
the pafling of any Bill, or other Matter depending before the 
Houfe, was a high Infringement of the Privilege of the 
Houfe 1 deftruaive of the Freedom and Conftitution of 
Parliament ; and a high Crime and Mifdemeanor. III. That 
~he ~c;itins· an~ eucguraging any N um'be1 of Perfons to 

~ 



( 376 ) 
Aano 6. <::eo. n. pos'd by Mr Glanville, who fiood up, and fpoke at fot.. 
~lows: 

Mr Speaker, 
Mr Glanvlllo. ' There is, in my Opinion, a very great Hardlhip to be 

• put, by the Bill now before us, upon the Proprietors o( 
the Publick Funds. As the Law now ftands, a Gentleman 
may fell his Eftate, a Merchant or Tradefman may fell his 
Goods, every Man may difpofe of his Property by a Bar~ 
gain for Time, or in whatever Manner he pleafes : But by 
this Bill the Creditors of the P_ublick, thofe who have put 
their Trull: in the Publick Faith, are to be laid under a par~ 
ticular Reftraint; a Refiraint which they were no way fub
jeCl: to when they lent their Money to the Publick i and from 
henceforth they muft not difpofe of their Property, but in 
the particular Manner by this Bill prefcribed r 

' I am, Sir, as great an Enemy to Stockjobbing as any 
Gentleman in this Haufe, and for preventing that pernicious 
Praaice I fhall be glad to join in any Meafures, which are 
not deftruaive to Publick Credit, and injurious to private 
Perfons, with ref pelt to the free U fe of their Property : 
But, as I think the Meafures propofed by this Bill will cer
tainly be defiruaive of the one, and injurious to the other, 
therefore I cannot let it pafs, without taking the Liberty of 
ofFering my ObjeCtions againft it. 

' It is in all Cafes a great Hardlhip put upon People, to 
fubjelt them to Penalties, which may often by meer Ignorance 
be incurred : But in this Cafe, the Hardlhip is the greater, 
becaufe there are many Proprietors of the Publick FUnds, 
particularly Women, who cannot be prefumed to be Readers 
Df ACls of Parliament : They put an entire Confidence in 
their Brokers, and, if the Broker happens to negled fame 
of the Forms prefcribed, the moll innocent Perfons· may be 
brought under great Penalties. Nay, I may fay, that if 
this Bill palfes into a Law, it will always be in the Power 
of two or three Brokers, to fubjell: thofe that employ them 
to the fevere Penalties to be enaCl:ed by this Bill ; for if two 
Broken fhould combine together, and enter in their Books 
a Bargain for Time, as made between two of their Corre~ 
fpondents, they. might eafily get a third Perfon to combine 
with them, and to inform againft the prefumed Buyer and 
Seller ; the Brokers Books fworn i:o by the Brokers, whom 
they ufually employed, would be a ftrong Proof againft 
them ; and thus two innocent Men might be brought to fuf.. 
fer feverely for an Agreement~ which ·had never entered into 
either of their Heads. 

' It often happens, Sir~ that a Gentleman.._ who forefees 
that he fhall have Ufe for his Money in three or four Mouths 
Time, is well fatisfied with the Price his Stotk then bears ; 

he 
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lie cannot then fell out his Stock for ready Money, becaufe 
he does not know what to do with his Money in the mean 
Time : But as the Law now ftands, he may take Advantage 
of the then current Price of Stock, he may fell it out at that 
Price, or perhaps at an advanced Price1 to be delivered only 
when he knows he fhall have Occafion for the Money ; this 
he acquaints his Broker of, and the Broker may probably 
£nd him out a Man who likes the then current Price, and 
expeas Money to be thrown into his Hands in three or four 
Months, which he refolves to employ in that FWld : In this 
Cafe _ _the Buying and Selling for Time is convenient for both, 
and it is not to be queftioned, but that many are encou
raged to become Purchafers of Stock upon this very Account; 
therefore the forbidding of any fuch Agreement for the fu· 
ture, will not only prove to be an Inconvenience to many, 
who are now poifeffed of Stock, but will prevent fome Peo· 
ple becoming Purchafers; which, of Coniequence, will do 
Harm to the Publick Credit of the Nation. 

' It is well known, Sir, that the chief Support of the 
Credit of our Publick Funds is owing to the ready Accefs 
People have, at all Times, to the Money they have there 
lodged! But this ready Accefs will, by this Bil1, be made 
very procarious to all thofe, who fuall hereafter be obliged to 
fell at once all the Property they have in any particular 
Fund : For, if the Purchafer fhould fail to comply with his 
Agreemetit, the Seller cannot, upon the Transfer-Day. com
pound the Difference with him, and fell out his Stock to 
another, in order to raife the Money he has immediate Ufe 
for: No, he muft fue the Man he fells to, and for that End 
he muft make a Transfer of his Stock, which Transfer muft 
ftand upon the Books during the whole Continuance of the 
Suit J he cannot in the mean Time fell his Stock to another, 
for if he did fo, he would not be able to fhew at the Tryal, 
that he had made a fpedfical Performance on his Parr, and 
confequently he would certainly be nonfuited, and obliged 
to pay Coila. This, Sir, will be a moft intolerable Grie~ 
vance upon all the Proprieeors of our Publick Funds, an<! 
will make many of them refolve to turn their Money to 
fome other Ufe. 

• I muft be of Opinion, that the making a Law to pre
vent Men"s coming to an amicable Cornpofition of any Dif
ference that may be between them, feems to me fomething 
extraordinary. This will be fuch a Difcouragement, that 
no Man, I believe, will chufe to become a Purchafer of any 
of our Funds, when he knows that he cannot afterwards feU 
out his Stock, without expofing himfelf to the Danger of 
being involved in a Law-Suit, to which he is by Law ex
prefly prohibited to put any End by an amicable Agree-

Vu.. II. B g b ment. 

Anno fi. Oeo. lJ, 
17H· 
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AnAo 6. c.eo. 11. ment : And if a Purchafer fhou1d, by any Difappointment~ 
~ be difabled to comply with the Purchafe he had made, but 

was willing to pay down, in ready Money, the Difference, 
which might not, perhaps, amount to five Pounds, it would 
be ,·ery hard to oblige him to ftand out a Law-Suit to the 
very laft, which would coil him, at leaft, treble that Money. 

' That Claufe, Sir, of obliging a Man to anfwer upon 
Oath, in a Cafe where great Penalties may be incurred, feems 
likewife to me to be a very new and a very extraordinary Sort 
of Claufe; for it is no way confonant to the Spirit of our Laws, 
to oblige any Man to accufe himfelf: And a.s it lays a Foun
dation for every Perfon, that is indin'd to be malicious, to 
bring a Bill in Chancery againil: any Man, who is or ever 
was pofidfed of any of the Publick Funds ; it will confe
quendy be a greal Difcomagement to any Man's becoming 
a Purchafer, or continuing to be a Proprietor of thofe Funds, 
and will of courfe tend to the Defiruaion of all Publick 
Credit. 

' Another Hardfhip I D1all take Notice of, is, Sir, that if 
this Bill pafi"es, no Man f"Jr the future can employ a Mer· 
chant to buy or fell Stock for him ; for if a Merchant 
fhould be employed, and ihould charge Commiffion for his 
Trouble, he would incur fome of the Penalties of this Bill ; 
unlefs he kept a regular Book, and fairly entered therein all 
fuch Tranfatlions, in the {arne Manner as Brokers are by 
this Bill obliged to do. 

' All thefe, Sir, are Hardlhips, which I think the Credi
tors of the Publick ought not to be fubjetl::cd to, and there· 
fore I cannot give my Confent to the paffing of this Bill. I 
would fooner have taken Notice of thefe Things, but there 
h~ppened to be fuch a Noife and Difturb1nce j.n the Houfe, 
both upon the fecond Reading of this Bill, and likewife when 
it was in the Committee, that" I could not expetl to be 
heard ; and therefore J did not then rife up to fay any thing 
aga.inft it.' 

Mr ilow:·~s. Mr Glanville was fcconded by Mr Bowles ; and back'd by 
:ii: G, c,!v.Jll. Sir George Cafwall, as follows, 

Mr Speaker, 
·~·It is evident, that this Bill will be extrem~ly inconvenient 

to all the Proprietors or Dealers in any of our Publick Se
Clll'ities : The Words of it are fo general, that I do not know 
but that even Navy-Bills, and ContraCts for furnithing the 
Navy with Provifions, will be comprehended ; and if they 
are, the ufual way of Dealing in fuch Affairs will be entire
]y prevented, which may ~e of dangerous Confequence to 
the Nation; for it is well known~ that thofe who contract 
for fumifhing the Navy with Provifions, feldom or never 

hav~ 
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have a<: ·much Money of their own, ag is fufficient for making 
good the Contratl:s they enter into. It is ufu3.l for a Man 
who has not perhaps 1o,ooo l. of his own, to contract 
for furnifhing the Navy with 4o,ooo 1. worth of Provi
fions ; and in fuch Cafes the Method always hitherto ob
ferved is, for the Contractor, as foon as he has made fuch 
Contratt:, to go to fome monied Man, who furniihes him 
with what Money he ftands in need of, upon his becoming 
bound for the Money advanced with Intereft from the Date; 
and ob:iging himfelf to deliver N ~vy-Bills, at the Price then 
agreed on, equal to the Principal Money then .advanced, and 
the IntereH: that thaU in the mean t!me grow due. 

' Thefe Bills, Sir, I look on as Pnblick Securities, becaufe 
they are generally every Year provided for by Parliament ; 
and therefore I take them to be within the general Words 
of this Bill ; and as all fuch Bills vary a great deal in 
their Price, infomuch, Sir, that I h:tve known them at 
45 J. per Ce1tt. Difcount,. it will for the future be impof
fible for thofe, who contract for f11rnilhing the Navy with 
Provifions, to enter into any fuch Agreement with any mo
nied Man whatever ; coniequently no Man can hereafter 
contract for furni1hing the Navy, with more Provifions than 
he can purchaf6 with his own Money, which will of courfe 
make the providing for the Navy mnch more difficult than 
heretofore. This, Sir, is one very great Inconvenience 
which mufi: arife from this Bill; but there are fo many others, 
that, in my Opinion, the Title of the Bill ought to be alter
ed, and inftead of calling it '1: Bill for preventing the fcan
dalous Practice of Stock-jobbing, it ought to be called a Bill 
for the deftroying of Publick Credit.' 

Hereupon Sir John Barnard ftood up in Fa\'Our of the Bill, 
and faid, 

Mr Speaker, 
' I did not offer, Sir, to rife up fooner, becaufe as we are 

now upon the third Reading of this Bill, againft which there 
were few or no Objetlions made in any Part of its Progreis 
through this Houfe, I was willing to hear all the Objections 
that were to be made againft it, before I rofe up to anfwer; 
that I might thereby give you as little Trouble as poffible. 
I am, indeed, furprized to hear any Gentleman fay, that 
there was upon any Occafion fuch a Noife in the Houle that 
he could uot be heard : It is true, when a Bill is paffing, 
which is thought to be a Bill of courfe, there are but few 
Gentlemen give great Attention to it ; and upon fuch Occa~ 
nons, when Gentlemen are not otherwife employed, they 
will fall a talking with one another, which mufl: of courfe oc
cafion fome little Noife in the Houfe : But every Gentleman 
~ows, that upon any fuch Occafion, whoever inclines to 

· ~ b b 2 fpeak 
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Anno 6. Geo. IL fpeak to the Bill in Hand, rna y rife up and call to the Chair. 
~ It is then the Duty of the Chair to order Silence, and then 

the Houfe will become attentive to the Gentleman who is to 
fpeak. This is the Method of proceeding in this Houfe ; and 
this, Sir, you have always taken a proper Care to fee punc
tually obferved. 

• I wiih, Sir, with all my Heart, that the Gentlemen had 
made their ObjeCtions to this Bill, when it was before the 
Committee ; for then it might have been made to their own 
Liking, if it be poffible to make any fuch Bill to their Lik
ing. When any Bill is brought into this Haufe, it is ufual 
for all Gentlemen, who have a mind that fome Bill of that 
Nature fhould pafs, to make their Objeaions to the Pares of 
it they find Fault with, either upon the fecond Reading, 
or upon its being committed ; becaufe, that if their Objev 
tions be well founded, fuch Amendments may be then made 
to the Bill, as may obviate all Objections that can be rea .. 
fonably made againft it : But when Gentlemen have no mind 
that any Bill of that Nature fhoulq pafs, it is well known 
that they referve all their Objetlions to the very laft, in or
der to throw out the Bill upon its third Reading. For this 
Reafon I muft, Sir, have fome Sufpicien, that thofe Gen
tlemen, who now begin to make their ObjeCtions againft 
the Bill we have at prefent before us~ have no mind that 
any fuch Bill fhould pafs, as would effi:aually put an End to 
the Pratl:ice of Stock-jobbing. 

' I find, Sir, it is granted upon all Hands, that the Prac
tice of Stockjobbing is pernicious to the Trade, and t~ the 
People of this Nation : This then is an Evil that ought to 
be remedied, if poffible ; and by the Bill now before us, we 
are, at leaft we propofe, to remedy this Evil. Now, Sir, il\ 
all fuch Cafes, it is certain that no Remedy can be propofed, 
but what will be attended with fome Inconvooiencies, and 
therefore we are to confider on which Side the Balance lies ; 
whether the Inconveniences, defign'd to be remedied by the 
Law propofed, are more confiderable than the IRCQflveniances 
that may be occafioned thereby; or if the laft be more con
:fiderable than the firft ? If we judge that the firft are the moi 
confiderable, we are f~rely to pafs the Bil~ notwithftanding 
thofc Inconveniences that may be occafioned thereby : H we 
judge that the laft are the moO: conftderable, we are to 
throw out the Bill ; and rather continue under tile former 
Evil than fubjelt ourfelves to a greater. This, Sir, is cer
tainly the proper Rule to judge by in the prefent: Cafe, and 
therefore by this Rule let the Bill now before us be tried~ 

' The many bad Confequences-of Stockjobbing~. I be
lieve, well known ; and that it is high time to put an El'ld 
to that i11famous Practice, is, what I hope, moft: Gendeme.n 
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in this Houfe are convinced of. It is a Lottery, or· rather a Anno&. eeo.u. 
Gaming-Houfe, publick1y fet up in the Middle of the City ~ 
of Londop, by which the Heads of our Merchants and 
Tradefmen are turned from getting a Livelihood or aD 
Eftate, by the honeft Means of Induftry and Frugality ; and 
are enticed to become Gamefters by the Hopes of getting an 
Eftate at once. It is, Sir, not only a Lottery, but a Louery 
of the very worfl Sort; becaufe it is always in the Power of 
the principal Managers to beftow the Benefit-Tickets as they 
have a mind. It is but lately fince, by the Arts and Prat• 
tices of Stockjobbing, the Eaft-lndia Stock wu run up to 
2001. per Cenl. and in a little Time after it tumbled down 
again below 1 5o 1. feveral Millions were loft and won by this 
ftngle Job, and many poor Men were undone; fo bare-fac'd were 
fome Men, at that Time, in the infamous Prattice of Stock-
jobbing, that, after that Stock began to fall, they fold it 
cheaper for Time than for ready Money ; which no Man 
would have done, unlefs he had been made acquainted with 
the Secret which came afterwards to be unfolded, but wu 
then known to a very few. . 

' We know, Sir, how apt Mankind are in their own Na-
ture to become Gamefters ; but to this Game of Stockjob
bing, our Merchants, Tradefmen, and Shop·keeped are 
prompted not only by their own Inclinations,. but alfo by 
{orne of their Acquaintance, who have taken up the Trade 
of being Brokers in Exchange-Alley. It is natural for Men 
to endeavour to make the moft of the Bufinefs they purfue; 
and wh'ere there are fuch a Number of Brokers, we may be
lieve that fame of them do endeavour to perfuade all thofe 
of their Acquaintance to become Stockjobbers. The Broku 
comes perhaps to the Merchant, and talks to him of the 
many Fatigues and Dangers, the great Trouble and the fmall 
Profits, that are in the way of Trade; and after having 
done all he can to put the Man out of Conceit with his own. 
Bufmefs, which is often too eaftly efFected, he then tells 
him, that if. he will allow him to dig for him in the rich 
Mine of Exchange-Alley, he may get more for him in a Day 
than he could get by his Trade in a Twelvemonth. Thus 
the Merchant is perfuaded ; he engages, he goes on for fome 
Time, but never knows what he is doing 'till he is quite 
undone ; his jufi: Creditors are furprized; what, fay they. 
this Man had a good Stock to begin with, he has had a 
good Trade for feveral Years, he never lived extravagantly.. 
what is become of his Effetb and Money~ They inquire., 
they fearch into his Affairs, and at laft perhaps they find out. 
that the whole Wa$ gam'r;l away by his iroker in Exchange. 

Alley, . ~ T~, 
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4Mo6. Ceo. n. ' This, Sir, mar, for what I know, increa1e Pubtick 
~ Credit for a Time; but I am fure it is a great Difcourage

:ment to Trade, which is the chief, the only folid Support of 
Publick Credit, and it is the Ruin of :Ill private Credit: ; it 
deftroys that mutual Faith among Merchants, by which only 
our Trade can be made to profper and fiouriili. This, Sir, 
is a domeftick Evil, an Evil which, tho' fatal in its Confe
quences, yet does not perhaps immediately draw any Money 
out of the Nation ; but there is a foreign Evil attending the 
Game of Stockjobbing, by which the Nation may be plun
dered of great Sums of Monq at once. It i~, by the me:ms 
of Stockjobbing, always in the Po,:-rer of every foreign Court, 
to raife Contributions upon this Nation whenever they pleafe; 
They have no more to do but to fend over, and order a 
great deal of Stock to be fold out at the current Price for 
Time, then raife an Alarm of the Pretender, or fome fuch 
Alarm, by which they may make all our Publick Funds faJJ 
perhaps 20 l. per Cent. and fo purchafe Stock 20 l. per Cent. 
cheaper than they fold ; in order to perform their Part of 
the Contracts they had before made for Time. Thus, Si.F, 
they may make a Harveft of the Fall of our Publick Funds; 
and as they know heft when the Alarm will blow over, they 
may make a new Harvefr of their Rife. 

' Thefe, Sir, are but a few of the many Inconveniences 
that arife by Stockjobbing. Give me leave now to examine 
thofe Inconveniences which, 'tis pretended, will be occanoned 
by the paffing of this BiU into a Law. As to the real and 
honeft Creditors of the Pub]ick, I have as great a Regard 
for that Faith, which ought to be prefcrved towards them, as 
any Gentleman whatever : I fhall never be for doing any 
Thing that may leffen their Security, as to the Payment ei
ther of their Principal or Intereft, and I wifh that every 
Gentleman in this Haufe were of the fame Mind : But cr.n 
it be faid, that the making fuch Regulations, as the Publick 
Good requires for the transferring of their Property from 
·one to another, is any Impeachment of the Publick Faith~ 
The preventing of Stockjobbing is fo far from being a 
Breach of Publick Faith, that I am fure it is what all the 
honeft Creditors of the Publick wifh and defire ; and as 
there is nothing in the Bill that can be a Hard£hip upon any 
fair Purchafer or Seller, it will be fo far from being de
flruflive to Publick Credit, that it will rather increafe it ; 
becaufe it will make the Value of every Man's Property in 
the Publick Funds more certain and invariable. AU thofe,. 
who have no other Aim but to receive their Dividends punc
tually, and to have their principal Money fecure, choofe to 
be in ~hat Fund which is fubjeEt to the fewefl: and leaft M:.r 
tlltions ; fUld this is th~ Rea(on that we always fee the An-

nuitr 



( 383- ) 
1;\uity-Funds bear a higher Price in Proportion 
our Trading-Stocks. 

' To fay, that no Penalty ought to be inflifled on a Prac
tice that is found to be inconfiitent with the Publick Good, 
becaufe Perfons ignorant of the Law may thereby fuffer, 
feems to me, Sir, to be a very odd Pretence. I hope Gen· 
tlemen will, in all other Cafes, be as careful of infliCting Pe
nalties upon the SubjeCl:; it is indeed what ought never to 
be done but in Cafes of the utmofi: Neceffity : But where the 
Advancement of the Publick Good, or the Security of pri
vate Property, can be come at in no other Way, it muil: be 
done ; and every Man is obliged to know the Law, or to 
apply himfelf to thofe that do. In the prefent Cafe, no Man 
can by Ignorance fubjeCl: himfelf to the Penalties propofed 
by this Bill, without fame dilhoneft Intent; for I am convjn
ced, that no Man eve.r did, or ever will either buy or fell 
Stock for Time, unlefs he knows more, or at Ieafl thinks 
he knows more, about that Stock than the Man to whom he 
fells, or from whom he buys; which Intention is certainly 
not very fair, tho', when it is not extended too far, it may 
be neceifary to overlook it in the Way of Commerce. 

~ This, Sir, leads me to confider the pretended Conve· 
nience of Bargains in Stock for Time. Suppofe a Gen
tleman finds he rnuit fell out his Stock three Months hence ; 
fuppofe another expetl:s Money in three Months Time, which 
he intends to lay out on the Purchafe of Stock ; I believe 
neither the one \viii purchafe, nor the other fell 'till that 
Time comes, unlefs he knows, or thinks he knows, fame 
Secret relating to that Stock whic,h other People arc not 
aware of; for if he that is to fell expetl:s no Variation in 
~he Value of his Property, why fhould he fell 'till he has 
Occafion for his Money ? But granting that he is fo much 
fatisfied with the then current Price, that he abfolutely re· 
folves to fell at that very Timet may he not fell for ready 
Money, and lodge his Money in the Bank •till he has Oc.: 
cafion for it, fince no Man can pretend but that his Money 
is as fecure when lodged in the Bank, as it can be in any of 
our Publick Funds r And as to the BuyeJ:, I am fure no 
wife Man will venture to purchafe Stock 'till he has the 
Money at Command ; unlefs he does it in Expe&tion that 
the Stock will rife, which is downright Gaming, and what 
is intended by this Bill to be prevented. 

' As to a Man's being obliged to anfwer upon Oath to 
any Bill filed againil him, it can be no Hardfhip ; becaufg 
whoever does fo anfwer, and fairly difcovers the Agreement 
made, is free from all Penaltie;;; ; he becomes liable to no
thing but to return the .Money which he received; and as 
the Law IlOW ftands, whoever r:c~i\·cs MoneY tfl another's 
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Anno 15. Ceo. 11. Ufe, i$ obliged to anfwer upon Oath, and wiiJ be obliged 
~ to return the Money he confdfes fo to have received. 

' To pretend, Sir, that by this Bill Men may be fubjefl
ed to great Penalties, by the Perjury and Confpiracy of two 
or three Brokers, is another ObjeCtion for which there is no 
FQundation; for againft Perjuries and Confpiracies there can 
be no Guard but that of a fair Trial by an honeft Jury ; by 
fuch a Tryal any fuch Confpiracy might probably be difco
vered ; it would be almoft impoffible for three Rogues to con
cert their Story fo together, but that the Con/piracy would 
be difcovered by examining them apart, and crofso.queftion
ing each, in the Manner ufual at all Trials ; fo that this too 
is nothing but an imaginary Evil, and is as ftrong an Objet· 
tion againt\ ever,; penal Law, that ever was or ever can be 
enaaed, as it is againft the Bill before us. 

' There is nothing in this Bm, Sir, that can oblige any 
Man to go to Law, ether as Plaintiff or Defendant, con· 
trary to his Inclinations, or that can prevent his making up 
any Difference there may be between him and another; for 
tho' ~he Buyer of the Stock may not. perhaps be able to pay 
for the Stock he had bought, beca_ufe of fome Difappoinc· 
ment he has in the mean Time met with, yet it is not 
to be prefw:ned, that he will not be able to pay tl1e 
Difference in ready Money ; and if he can pay that in 
ready Money at the Books, cannot he immediately feU 
out the Stock to another at the then current Price ; and 
thereby raife the reft of the Money, which he may or
der to be delivered to the Man who fold to him ? May 
not every Bargain be thus fpecifically performed, if the 
Parties are inclined fo to do ? In this the only Incon
venience is, that there muft be a double Transfer, 
which is performed with fo little Trouble or Expence, 
that, I hope, it will be no way regarded in the prefent De
bate : And as it may be fuppofed, that, if this Bill paffi:s 
into a Law, there will be few or no Purchafers, but fuch aa 
are able to perfonn it the Time they purchafe ; therefore, 
the other ObjeCl:ion of the Seller's being obliged to keep his 
Stock 'till the End of a tedious Law-Suit is of no Weight ; 
for as every Purchafer will be able, and will probably be wil
ling to perform his Part of the Agreement, it is not to be pre· 
fumed, that there will be any Law-Suits upon that Head. 

~ I am really furprized, Sir, to hear Gentlemen talk of their 
being, by this Bill, prevented from employing a Merchant or 
Friend to buy or feil Stock .for them ; fuch Gentlemen de 
not, it feems, know that Commiffion and Brokerage are two 
different Articles : If a Merchant is employ ·d to buy or feU 
Stock for another, he may either do it himfelf, or he may 
employ a Broker ; if he employs a Broker, he charges both 

Brokerage 
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.Brokerage and Commiffion, and if he does it himfelf. he .\nno 6. Geo. u. 
charges only Commiffian ; I~ neitlier Cafe does he ad: as a ~ 
Broker, nor w.ill he be obliged to keep any Book for that 
Purpofe. . _ . 

' I have now, Sir, gone through all the material Objec'
tions I hav~ heard made againft the J3ilt; I hope, I have 
ihewn that there is no Weight in any of them ; I hope, I 
.have fhewn that all the Inconveniencies, whi~~ are pretended. 
to arife from this. Bill, are imaginary ; and I think, I have 
!hewn very real Inc~nveniencies arifing fi·0m the infamous 
PraCtice of Stockjobbing ; and every Gentleman in the . 
,Haufe may fuggeft to hi'mfelf a great many more·. VIe ought 
to confider that np bad Cuftom or Practice evet .. crept_ into any 
Nation, but what fome People got by ; aild, let the Prattice 
l>e as pernicious as it will~ we may prefume tha~ chafe who 
get by it, will endeavour to raife Objeetidns again1l every 
effectual Remedy that cari be offered ; but as ho Gentleman 
in this Hou.fe can be any W:ay concerned· in the Gettings by 
Stockjobbing, fo, I hope, they will not al1ow the~felves 
to be mifled by any frivolous ObjcB:ions fta1ted, without 
Do.ors, by thofe who are.' . 

Sir. John Baroard having done (peaking, Mr Brookfbank Mr BrOoksbank. 

flood up next, and fpoke againft the Bill as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 

' I doubt not but there was a great deal of :Money loft: 
and won by the late fudden Rife and Fall of Eatl:-India Stock, 
and I am perfuaded that a great many of thofe, who became 
Pitrchafers upon the Rife of that Stock, w~re fuch as,never • 
intended to hold the St~k for the Sake of the Dividend, 
but that they were fuch as bought only with a View of 
making an Advantage, by felling it out again at an advanced 
f,rice : This, 'tis true, is a Sort of Gaming, but· it is of 
fuch a Sort as cannot be entirely prevented, even by the Bill 
now before us ~ fo that . in fuch a Cafe no great Benefit can 
be expelled by the Bill, and in many Cafes it will certainly 
be attended with great Inc.onveniencies:. I fhalt mentiotl on-
ly two ; ~e lirft of which :is that of the Long Annuiti~s : 
It often happens that in the Sale of fuch Publick Securitie&,. 
the Seller .muft deduce his Tide in the fame Manner, as if he 
were k> fell a Land-Efta~e ; fo that it will be impoffible for' 
hill). to compleat the CQnveyance in ten Days, which is the. 
Time limited in this Bill ; and therefore I am· of Opinion, 
that the Sale of fuch Annuities wili, in many Cafes, be- , 
come impraaicable, if this Bi111hould pafs into a Law. 

' I~ is certain, Sir, ~at the Mercha.nts may fell Goods to·. 
be delivered at any Time the Contratlors fliall agree on : · 
I Imow that in the RuH'Wln Trade it is ufual for the Mer
chants concerned in chat Trade, to enter into Contraas- to __ 
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Anllo &. eeo. u. deliver Hemp at a certain Price, at a certain future T;me, 
~ tho', perhaps, at the Time of making the Contraa, the 

Hemp is not fo much as purchafed or contracted for in Ruf
fia : This is a Privilege which is enjoyed by all Merchants 
with refpetl:. to the Goods they deal in, and I can fee no 
Reafon \vhy the Proprietors of our publick Fands fuould not 
enjoy the fame Privilege. 

' The other Inconvenience I !hall m?ntion, is, That of the 
Difappointments which fame of the publick Creditors may 
meet with in the Sale of their Properties, which will certain
ly be ~uch agravated by this Bill : Suppofe a Man enters 
into an Agreement for the Purchafe of a Land-Eflate, and 
covenants to pay the Price againfl fuch ·a Day under a great 
Penalty; for enabling him to perform his Agreement he 
fells out 1 o,ooo I. of his Stock, to be delivered fome few 
Days before that Day on which he is, by his Covenant, o
bliged to pay for his Eflate : Suppofe the Purchafer of the 
Stock does not come to accept of th.e Stock, or to pay the 
Price; as the Law now ftands, the Seller of .the Stock may 
make a Tender of his Stock at the Books, ,and may fell it 
out next Transfer-Day at the Riik of the Buyer, by which ' 
he is enabled to pay for his Eftate, and. he may recover from 
the Purchafer of his Stock, what he loft: by his not accept
ing and paying for the Stock a~cording to Agreement ; But 
if this Bill paEes into a Law, the Seller of Stock muft, I 
prefume, keep his Stock 'till the End of the Law-Suit be
tween him and the Buyer, in order that he may be always 

• ready to make a fpecifical Performance ; by whic;:h Means, 
if he has no other Fund for raifing ready Money, ·he muft 
fubjea himfelf to the Penalty of his Covenant as to the Pur
chafe of the Efiate. As thefe are Inconveniencies which may 
often occur, I think it is hard to fubjefi the Proprietors of 
the publick Funds to them ; and therefore I fhall be agai!V! 
the Bill's paffing in the Form it is .at preient.' 

S.lt R. Walpole. Sir Robert Walpole f poke next : 
Mr Speaker, 

' I wifh the ObjeCtions now fiarted againfl the paning of 
this Bill, had been mentioned either upon the fecond Read
ing, or in the Committee. I do really think that the Bill 
might have been drawn up, as to fome Parts of it, with 
fomething more Perfpicuity, fo as to have intire1y ob
viated the ObjeB:ions now made to it : But as moft of the 
Objetl:ions now made are founded upon Mifl:akes, as to the 
Meaning and Intention of the Bill, I am therefore of Opi
nion, that they ought not to be of Weight enough to pre-
vent its palling. . 

' As to what the honourable' Gent1eman was pleafed to 
mention about Navy-Contraas, I cannot think that they 
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tome any Way un!iler the Cafe now before us. The Navy 
always contraCted to pay ready Money to all thofe, who agree 
to furnifh them with any Stores or Provifions ; and after a 
Man has entered into fuch a Contract, he may certainly fell, 
or affigtt. any lnterefi:, or any Share of the Intereft he has 
therein to anothtr, notwithfianding the Bill now before us. 
Upon fuch ContraCts the Money is indeed generally paid by 
Navy-Bills, but that cannot hinder the private Contratler to 
raife Money upon his Contrad after what Manner he pJeafes; 
he may even oblige himfelf to deliver Navy-BiJls at fuch a 
Price ; for, before they ar~ ifi'ued, they cannot be deemed 
to be Publick Securities; and if, upon delivering the Stores 
and P.rovifions, the Navy fuould actually pay ready Money 
to the private Contractor, can it be fo much as pretended, 
that he would be then obliged to deliver Navy-Bills to the 
Perfon, from whom he had borrowed Money upon his Con
traCt: with the Navy: Would not, inSuch a Cafe, theRe
payment of the Money borrowed with Interefi: be a full Per
formance of his Engagement with the !.ender ? Navy-Bills, 
indeed, after they are once ifrued, do certainly become Pub
lick Securities, and then they are to be bought and fo]J in 
the Manner prefcribed by this Bill, which can no way injure 
Publick Credit. 

' As to the Objection againft: compounding, or voluntarily 
receiving any Difference, I cannot think, that the Laws, as 
to the Performance on the Seller's Part, is. any way altered 
by this Bill. He is not by this Bill obliged to keep the 
Stock fold, . in his Poffefiion, any longer than he was before ; 
.lie may certainly perform upon his Part by a Tender of the 

• Stock, in the fame Manner as he could have done before ; 
he may then fell out his Stock, and he may bring his Ac
tion againft the Buyer for not performing his Part of the 
Contraa. upon which Action he will recover the Difference 
by way of Damages: 

Indeed, that ObjeCtion relating t~ the long Annuities 
has fomething more in it, and therefore, I wifh it had 
been provided againft by fome Words, or .fome Claufe in 
the Bill ; but it is a Cafe that will happen h1.1t feldom, and 
the Difficulty may be, by proper Man\\gement and Difpatch, 
in all Cafes Jurmounted, and therefore I do not thirlk it fuf; 
ficient.for throwing out the Bill ; for ·the PraCtice of Stock
jobbing has been fo prejudicial to this-Nation, that no trivial 
Objection ought to take· Place againft a Bill by which, I 
think, that Pratlice will be prevented for the future . 
. ' I have, Sir, long wifhed for fome fuch Bill: Every one 

knows, ·how even the· Adminiftration has beer;: fQmetimes difM 
treffed by the Praflices of Stockjoobers: They have Cor
reipondents. ~tded at ali the Courts of Europe~ and upon all 
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Occafions of h-foment they have their Exprefi"es~ who make 
much greater· Difpatch than the Government's Expreffes can 
do, becaufe they arc generally much better paid, and becter 
appointed for that Purpofe. 

' I muft fay, Sir, that the late Praltices in the Eaft-India 
Stock were really fomething furprizing; ·rhere might per~ 
haps be fome, who upon its Rife bought only with a View 
of ielJing out again at an advanced Price ; but I am per-

. fuaded there were others, who bought even at the higheft 
Price wirh an honeft Intention, and without any orher View 
but that of holding the Stock they bought, and taking their 
Dividends as they fuould become dae. The Price of that 
Stock, and of every other Stock, muft always be according 
to the Value of Money at that Time, and the Dividend 
made, or that may probably be made upon the Stock : At 
that Time our 4l. per Cent. were felJing at a Premium, 
even our 3 1. per Cent. were felling at very near Par; and 
therefore we mufl CCjlclude, that according to the Value of 
Money at that Time, an Annuity of 41. ptr CeJtt. was very 
well worth 100 I. .principal Money. That Company had 
divided e.ight per Cent. for many Years ; they but juft be. 
fore paid :zoo,ocio 1. to the Government for a Prolongation 
of their Term ; and at the fame Time they had declared 
they were able to do all this, and likewife to pay off 4 or 
5oo,ooo I. of their &nds, out of the Profits of their Trade: 
From all which, thofe who were not in the deepeft Secret of 
~heir Mairs, had very good Reafon to conclude, that they 
would have be~n able to have continued the fame Divi
dend far It! any Years to come, and that therefore 1 oo I. 
Eaii:-India Stock was a cheap Purchafe when bought even for 
200 1. The Refolution was foon after taken for diminifhing 
their Dividend, and that was as natunl a Reafon for the 
Fall of their Stock, as their former Declarations had ~ 
for its Rife. What were the Motives for this Management 
I fhall not pr<rtend to determine ; but I am afraid, that the 
Game of Stock· Jobbing is often the Caufe of Managements 
in that, and all other publick Funds: If we deftroy the 
Caufe, the Effects muft ceafe ; and of Confequence the 
Price of all publick Stocks will become more certain and 
:fixed, w,hich will, I am fure. make them more valuable to 
all honeft Purchafers; The fluauatillg of the Price can be 
no Advantage to any but Brokers, and to. thofe who have 
a Mind to make indiretl: Advantages by Stockjobbing : 
Thofe Prall:ices wilJ, I think, be prevented by this Bill ; 
confequendy it wilt tend to the· Improvement of publiclc: 
C.redit. and therefore I Jhall be for its pafiing.' 

Then Lord Hervey fpoke againtl the Bill: 
· ~S~u 

I 



Mr Speaker, 
, ' In the Debate now before us, I cannot agree with my 

honourable Friend over the Way. I muft be of Opinion, 
that if this Bill paff'es, no Seller can fue for any Diii:rence 
upon the Stock fold, nor can be recovet Damage, which I 
take to be the fame with DifFerence, nnlefs he has the Stock 
in his Pop'~ffion the whole Time of the Suit : By this Bill 
every Bargain is to be fpecilically·performed, and therefore 
the Seller, as I take it, muft fue only for a fpecifical Per .. 
formance, which no Seller can pretend- to fue for, unJefs he 
is, at all Times, during the Continuance of the Suit, in a 
Condition and ready. to perform fpecifically upon his Part, 
for which End he muft always have of that Stock which he 
has fold, at Ieaft as much as he is obliged to deliver"to the 
Buyer·; and therefore, if a Man has fold all the Share he 
has in any publick.Fund, in order to enable him to perfonn 
hjs Part of an Agrwement about fomething el!e, if the 
Buyer does not come to take the Stock, and pay the Price, 
the Seller muft fubjett himfelf to the Penalty of his other 
Agreement, or be mufi give up all Pretences for recovering 
any thing from the Buyer of his Stock, either by way of 
DUference or Damages. This will be a great Hard_iliip upon 
all Stockholders, and as they will, by this Bill, be fubjetl:
ed to a great many other Inconveniences, and to feveral 
dangerous and heavy Penalties, I fhall therefore be againfi: 
its pa11ing.'' 

Sir William Yonge fpoke next for the Bill: 
Mr Speaker, 

' In the Cafe now before us, I take it to be of no Con
{equence, whether or no the Seller can recover either Dif .. 
ference or Damages, and therefore, whether or no they be 
in effeB: the fame is no material ~eftion. I am very well 
convinced, that no Circumftances can ever lay a Man under 
the N eceflity of felling or buying for Time ; no Man caD 

fo much as have an Inclination that Way, unlefs he be en-
. dued with fomething of the Spirit of Gaming, or unlefS he 
knows a Secret, by which he thinks he can make an unjuH: 
Advantage of the Perfon he fells to, or purcbafes from ; and 
therefore~· Sjr, I look upon the rutting a final End to this 
Pratlice to be one of the principa Aims of this Bill. I real
ly, Sir, m11ft fay, that I have not heard one material Ob-
jeaion offe*d againll this Bill, and as I was one of thofe 
appointed to bring it in. I can fay, that. all pmible Care 
was taken to make the Words as plain, and the Tezms as 
eafy, as wereconfiftent with putting an df~cl:ua.lEnd to theE
vils agai~ft which the Bill wa5 originally propofed. Howe
ver, as the Bill is to go to the other Houfe, I do not know 
lnt fome few Words may be added qr alte.red, ia ordt:r tO; 
'· obviate 
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Anna 6. Ceo. n. obviate, as much as poffible, -all Objeflions that have been 
~ or may be made to the Bill. • 
sir John Barnard. Then Sir John Barnard fpoke again, 

Sir, 
' It is very certain that Long Annuities are included in 

this Bill ; they m uft not be bought or fold hereafter but ac~ 
cording to the Manner perfcribed by this Bill ; .But I am 
certajn this can be no ObjeCtion to the paffing of it ; for no 
wife Man, no honeft Man, will prefwne to fell any thing 
•till he has made his Title to it as clear as the Nature of 
the Thing can admit of; and therefore I think, that no 
Poffeffor of a Long Annuity will· prefwne. to fell 'till after he 
has deduced his Title, and made it fo clear, that no Diffi~ 
culty can be made in approving of it, in which Cafe all 
fuch Bargains may be fpecibcally performed within ten Days 
after the making thereof ; but if any accidental Delay Jbould 
in the mean ~rime happen, the Parties may, by mutual Con· 
fent, put of' the fpeci6cal Performance for what Time they 
pleafe ; there is nothing in this Bill that can preveDt futh a 
mutual Indulgence. ,. .. · 

' I did no.t before take Notice of· the Objeaion made, 
That this Bill~ if it pa«es, may be the Occafion of the 
bringing many Suits in Equity againft the Pofi"efi"ors of our 
publick Funds. This, I mutl fay, I am furprized at. What 
Guard has any Man, as the Law now ftands, againft Chan. 
eery Suits l May not any Man now bring a Bill in Equity 
againft me, and fet forth, that I owe him a large Sum of 
Money, tho~ I never had any Dealings with the Man in 
my Life ? Such a Bill may certainly be brought, but I 
know what would be th~ Fate of it; I know it would be 
difmiffed with Cofts : This is my Dependence, I know I have 
never .Pone any Thing that may render me liable to the hav. 
ing of fuch a Bill brought againft me, and therefore I de
pend on it that no fuch Bill will ever be brought. And 
would it not he the· fame if the Bill now before us iliould 
pafs? Is it to be fuppofed, that any Man would fubjetl: him
felf to the immediate Expence of ten or twelve Pounds. 
and the Danger of being obliged to pay t~enty or thirty 
.more, unlefs he had very ftrong Proofs againil·the Man 
whom he made Defendant to his Bill? This, Sir, is ~y 
putting Cafes almoft impoffible, in order from thence tc· 
raife Objeaions againft a Bill, for the Remedy of w\lat is, 
by every Gentleman in this Haufe acknowledged to be, a 
moll infuft"erable Evil.' 

Then Mr Glanville ftood up again, .and ;al~; 
Sir, · 

Mr GJamJUc. 'I muft obferve, that the Po«efi"or of a Long Annuity, who 
has a -Mind to fell, may think his Title as.cl~ as the Sun 

· at 
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at Noon-Day, and yet when he comes to fhew it to the Anno 6. Geo. n. 
Purchafer, he may find feveral ObjeCtions: In fuch Cafe i_t ~ 
muft be laid before the Purchafer's Counfel, he muft exa-
mine all the Title-Deeds, and a Conveyance muft be drawn 
up and fettled by Counfel, both for the Seller and Buyer ; 
and this will be admitted, I believe, not to be praCticable in 
'te.n Days, fo that I muft ftil1 be of Opinion, that the Sale 
ef fuch publick Securities will, by this Bill, be made very 
dangerous and difficult, if not altogether impofiible. 

- As to Bills in Equity it is certain, that no Man will 
ever file fuch a Bill unlefs. he expeCts fome Difcovery by the 
Defendant's Anfwer. As the Law now ftands, no Man can 
e~ any Difcovery from a Man with whom he never had 
any 'I'ranfactions : But by the Bill now before w, every Man 
will have fame Encouragement to expea a Difcovery of " 
fomething he may ma\:e an Advantage of by the Defendant's 
Anfwer, if fuch Defendant ever was a Dealer in any of 
our Publick Funds ; becaufe, if he ever made a Contract 
contrarr to the Tenns of t~ BHI, he will be obliged tQ dif
cover 1t by his Anfwer, and tho' he may be. thereby du:. 
charged from the Penalty, yet the other Party contraaing 
with him is not ; fo that the Perfon who files the Bill, may 
thereby. make an Advantage, either by 1ecavecing the Mo
ney received by the Defendant upon an unlawful Contraa, 
·or by grounding an Iqformation upon that Anfwer for re
covering a Penalty· from the other Party concerned in fuch 
unlawful Contratl: or Compofition ; and therefore, I think, 
it is evident, that·if this Bill pafi"es, the Proprietors of the 
Publick Funds will be more liable . to have Bills in Equity 
preferred againft them than any other Perfons in the King-
dom are. ' 

• I fuall conclude, Sir, with taking Notice of one Cafe 
where People are often obljged to fell before they can_ be 
ready to deliver, and that is in the Cafe of Ex~ecutors and 
Truflees, where the Truft:-Stock muft generally be fold by 
a Bill in Chancery. In fuch Cafes, according to the Prac
tice now obferved, they m~ft fell before they bring ,their 
Bill, becaufe the Purchafer ia always: made a Party to the 
Suit ; and every Man knows that a Chancery Suit cannot be 
begun and ended, and the Bargain fpecincally performed in 
ten Day a Time.' 

Mr Bootie fpoke next : t.fr BooCk. 
Sir, 

' I rife up only to re~fy forrie Miflakes tlaat I find Gen.• 
~emen feem to be in, with refpctl to the pref~ Praaice of 
the Law. According to the prefent Praaice, no Man that 
fells Stock is obliged to keep his Stock for any Time after 
the Day, on whidl he c:ontra&d to cleliver it : If the .Buya 
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Anno tUko. u. do· not ·come on that Day to accept the ·s toe i.!;. and pay the 
~ Price he agreed to give for it, the Seller makes l'ublication 

at the Books for him to come and accept, and pay for the 
Stock which he is then ready to deliver according to his 
Contrat"'t : Then an aetwd Transfer is made upott the Books, 
and that T~sfer ftands 'till the fhutting up of the Books for 
that Day ; if, in that Time, the Buyer do not come to ac
cept of, .and pay for ·the Stock fo transferred, the Transfer 
is then cantellcd; ud upon next Transfer-Day toe Seller may 
fell his Stock to whomfoever he pleafes at the t~.rent Price 
of that Drr.y ; and if 1u: fells it at a Lofs. .he has an Aaioo 
upon a Breach of Covenant againft the Buyer, upon which 
Atlion he alwa.ys recovers the Difference by way of Dama
P· The Publication and Transfer, made at the Book~ upoa 
the· Day agreed on and proved duly in COUJ:'t, is always 
taken for· a fpecifical Performance on the part of the Sel
ler; and the Buyer has. 110 Title to come, at any Time after 
that Day, to demand. a new fpeci.fical Perfonnance. This is 
the prefent.Praaice in all fbch Cafest and I am Jure there 
-is nothing Ua1 the Bill now before us which can alter the 
prefent Pra&ice in that B.efpcB: ; and therefore I muft con
dude, tliat. as to thil ~e. no StockhoWer can be brought 
under any Di~ty or, HardJhip by .the. Bill now before 
us. . .. 

'"Withrefpea, Sir, to the Long Annuities,.,why ~ay not 
!tltey be. ~d as Land-EJlates generally ate. ? In the Sale of 
Land-lftates, when. the Seller finds out one who, is willing 
to be the P~er, t~ firft Thing he 'does. is to facisfy him 
about the Title, bafoJIC" they fo much as talk abou.t the Price, 
or examine particularly ~ the Value of the Etla.te to be 
fold. If this Method be obferved with refpeCl: to th~ Sale of 
LJI!g Annuities, ·it cannotbcfaid,. but that the Agreement 
may, be ipecifically performed. by, both, Parties, within tea 
Days aftu making ·the ·fame~ ,. , 
. ' As -to die. Sale of Stodcvefled. in Executors or Truftees, 
there is nm Neceffity of felling it before .the Bill in Chaucel'J 
be ~led ; there is no Nicdity of felling it befo:e· a. Decree 
paffesjfor that Purpoie : It may be fuggeftedin the Bill, that 
fuch. a Man is wi}ling .to· become a Parchaf.er, ·and .he ina)l' 
be made a Par.ty to. the Suit,. as well as jJ he had attWI; 
become a Plll'chafer ; the Eff'efl would be the fame; and he 
would get his Cofts in the one Cafe a:r weH: .a~ in the o~. 

' And as to Stockholders being expofed to the Dan§er of 
Jmwag Bilk :i• Chancef1 filecffritqqmtlyagailli\·them; there 
is nothing ~ it. ; no illr Dealer in. Stocks can evu be apt(· 
ed to fuch a Duger, for·~r files fadt a.BilJ md ret 

...forth the unlawful a.raa p~larfy ; we are nOt to- iJaa.. 
gine, that, from any· CWtfc'iu-this iiil, a :MD will~ al
, ~w~ 
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lowed to bring a Bill in Equity, and fuggell generally that Anno6. Ceo. u. 
the Defendant has made fome unlawful Contrads in Stocks, ~ 
and pray tltat he may be obligecl to difcover all his Dealings ; 
no, the Plaintiff rnuti: certainly fet forth the particular Con. 
tract of which he prays a Difcovery ; and this he cannot do, 
unlefs there has not only been fame fuch unlawful Contract, 
but fuch an unlawful Contratt as he has had fome Informa-
tion of; and if upon the I1fue of the Caufe his Information 
appears to be groundlefs, he may expeCt to be made pay all 
Coils of Suit; fo that no Man can have Reafon to be afraid 
of any fuch Bills being filed againft him, unlefs he has actu-
ally made fame unlawful Contract; and that no fuch Man 
iliould reft in Security is the very Defign of this Bill. 

' In fhort, Sir, from all the ObjeCtions that have peen 
ftarted, and all the Cafes that have been put, I can fee no
thing but pretended or imaginary Difficulties ; and <ts the 
Bj}l now before us will, in my Opinion, put an End to many 
real Evils, which are of the mofr dangerous Confequence 
both to the Traqe and Credit of this Nation, therefore I 
fhall with all my Heart be for its palling in this Houfe, and 
I hope it will be palfed into a Law.·· 

Then the ()ueftion being put, That the Bill do pafs, The ~illagainil., 
• . '<; h ffi . b . ft d Stocklobbmg pa"tlf 
lt was earned m t e A rmatlve y 55 a gam 49 ; an !he c~mmons: B~<'t 

.t: h L d h d r. Al · IS aftcrw.uds Was ICDt up tO t e Or s, W 0 rna e 10 many teratlODS drop'J, on account 

therein that it was afterwards drop'd. oftheAlteriltions 
' • made thcrem t>y 

May 4· The Houfe being in a Grand Committee to con- the Lords, 

fider of Methods for Relief of the Sufferers by the Chari-
table Corporation, the Lord Tyrconnel mov'd, That a Sum Ld. Tyrconntll 

not exceeding one Million be raifed, by way of Lottery, moves for a Lottery 

for that Purpofe. His Lordfhip was oppofed by Mr Sandys ; ~rd~~~~ s~0f. 
h {i 'd b s· Willi' y H M fern, by the Chui-w 0 Was an wer y 1T am onge. ereupon r table Corporation. 

Erie ftood up and faid, Dcb~te thereon. 
Sir, Mr s~ndvs. 

~ I am very much for giving all the Relief we can to ~~ ~~ie~onge. 
fuch as are ObjeEl:s of Charity, but I am as much againft 
doing it by way of Lottery ; for by {uch a Method, in order 
to relieve thofe who have been cheated and undone, we fuall 
give a Handle, by which a much greater Number of weak 
and fimple Perfons may be undone.' 

Mr Palmer fpoke next: Mr Palm,r. 

Sir, 
' I always was, and always fhall be againft Lotte

ries, of whatever Kind, or on whatever Occaf10n, and there· 
fore I cannot but be againfi: the Propofition now made to 
us. I fuall be glad to fee thofe poor, unhappy People re
lieved, and I hope that fome eff'eltual Methods may be fal
len on for procuring that Relief; but do not let us think of 
giving them Relief by fetting up what has been always dcem-

V 0 L. II. D d d (d 
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A-nno fi. Ceo. n. ed a publick N ufance ; I believe it will be a better Way for 
~ us to grant a Sum of Money to the Crown, for the Relief of 

thofe of the Sufferers who are really Objeas of Compaffion: 
This Method I mention only to the Committee ; but, what
ever Relief is to be granted, I think it ought to be very 
much confined, for as to all thofe who fhall appear to have 
been Gamefters in that Stock, they no more merit the Com
paffion of the Publick, than thofe who are undone at a Gam
ing-Table. I doubt much if any of the Men who became 
Adventurers in that Corporation deferve much Compafiion ; 
I am afraid, that moft of them purchafed, either with a 
View of making an unjuft Profit by the advanced Price of 
the Shares they bought, or with a View to have a higher In
tcreH for their Money, than what they were by Law intitled 
to, and in either Cafe they are almofi as fradulent as thofe 
who were the Managers ; for he that cheats, or extorts from 
a Man a Shilling, is as much guilty of Fraud, as he that 
cheats him out of 1 ooo ). Indeed, as to the Ladies, a great 
mafiy of them may have been innocently drawn in by thofe, 
to whom they intrufted the Management of their Affairs, 
or by thofe who, from the Beginning, had a formed Defign 
uf cheating them out of their Money : Their Cafe is reaHy 
to be pitied, but in my Opinion, of a11 the Sufferers, they 
only are the proper Objeas of Compaffion, and therefore I 
hope, that whatever Relief is to be given, will be confined to 
the £1.ir Sex only.· 

Lord Trr,oanel. To this Lord Tyrconnel replied, 
Sir, 

' I have as great a Regard for the fair Sex as the Gentle· 
man who fpoke laft, and with him I think, that they are 
really the greaten Objects of Compaffion ; but, Sir,. let us 
confider, that many of thofe Gentlemen, who have been un
done, have Wives and Daughters; and I cannot but look 
upon the Wives and Daughters of fuch Men to be at leaft 
a's great Objetl.s of Compaffion, as any of thofe Ladie& 
who have been undone by their own Act and Deed.· 

Sir Cba:-!csWager. Hereupon Sir Charles Wager faid, 
Sir, 

' I muft think, that the only Means we can think of 
for relieving the unhappy Sufferers in that Corporation, is to 
make a Lottery for their Benefit; but I mufi likewife be of 
Opinion, that a Lottery of a MiHion will be too large ; I 
believe one of soo,ooo 1. may be fufficient; and therefore I 
fuall fecond the Motion to the Amount of that Sum.• 

SirJ fo;,bJ_kyll.. Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpokc againfi the Motion as 
follows: 

Sir, 
Before we think of granting any Money tb the Crown, .or 

of 
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of granting Money · in any other Way, for the Relief of Anna">. Ceo. 11. 

thofe Sufferers, we ought firL1: to confider, whether or no ~ 
we have any Power or Authority to tax the People, or to 
grant away the publick Money for the Relief of any pri-
vate Perfons. I muft really be of Opinion, that we have 
no fu¢h Power ; we are indeed to difpofe of the publick 
Money, but-then we are to d-ifpofe of it for publick Ufes; 
we are not to convert it either to our own Ufe, or to the 
Ufe of any private Perfon : 'Tis true, we have fometimes 
granted Money to the King for the rewarding of private 
Perfons, but fuch Grants have always been made for fome 
Services rendered by thofe Perfons to the Publick ; and 
therefore, what Money was in that way granted, was really 
for the Ufe of the Publick. Even the raifing of Money by 
a Lottery is raifmg Money upon the People, and if any 
Part of the Money fo raifed is granted away to private Per-
fans, I mufl: look upon it to be a converting the publick 
Money to the Ufe of private Perfons, which I think we 
have no Power to do ; and upon that Account, as well as on 
account of the many Inconveniences that attend Lotteries, 
I mufl: be againft the Motion.• 

Mr Winnington fpoke next in behalf of the Motion : Mr Winnington. 

Sir, 
' I have always had a great Regard for the Opinion of the 

honourable and learned Gentleman who fpoke laft, but I 
hope he will excufe me, if I fay that I do not think the 
Objetlions he has now made againft the Propo:fition in 
Hand, are near fo ftrong as thofe ufually made by him. 
As m our Power of granting Money for the Relief in ~ef
tion, I do not know what Power we may have in that Re
fpe8:; but I am fure there are feveral Inftances, where we 
have granted even a publick Tax for the Relief of private 
Perfons. One fuch lnftance, Sir, is within my. Knowledge, 
and is fo late, that every Gentleman in this Haufe may re
member it ; that is, the Cafe of the Suitors in Chancery, 
whofe Money had been loft by the Mifcondua: of the late 
Lord Chancellor, and the then Mafters in Chancery : It is 
well known that this Houfe laid a Tax upon the Law, which 
I take to be a Tax upon the People, becaufe the whole is 
paid by the Clients in that Court, and not by the Lawyers ; 
and the Money to arife by this Tax was appropriated to
wards making good the Lofs, which the Suitors in that 
Court had futtained. Another Inftance of the fame Nature 
is that Tax, which was granted for Relief of the Orphans 
within the City of London ; and I believe feveral other In
fiances could be given, if we were to examine the Journals of 
this Houfe. 

D d d 2 'How-
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'Anno 6. ceo. n. 'However, Sir, I do not take this to be the O!!eftion now 
~ before us. It is not propofed to impofe any Tax, or to 

grant any Money to the Crown for the Relief of thofe un
happy Sufferers ; for I cannot imagine how it can be thought~ 
that the granting a Lottery is either a Tax or an lmpofition 
upon the Publick. By granting a Lottery we do not oblige 
any M~n to pay towards it, no Man is to be forc'd to be
come an Adventurer ; it is not really fo much a Grant of 
Money, as it is a Repeal in fa far of an ACt of Parli1ment 
lately made ag~~infi: private Lotteries ; for, if it were not for 
that Statute, the Charitable Corporation could of themfelves 
fet up fuch a Lottery as is nO\·V propofed : And as the mak
ing of that Law was occafioned by the many Frauds that 
were committed by the means of private Lotteries, and the 
downright Bites that were often put upon People under 
that Name, the Caufe entirely ceafes with refpect to the· 
Lottery now propofed, from which no Fraud or Bite can be 
fo much as fufpetl:ed.' 

Sir William Wynd· After him Sir William Wyndham ftood up, and faid, 
bam. Sir, 

• 

' A~ to the Affair before us, I am afraid we are begin
ning at the wrong End. We are now in a Committee, to 
confider of Ways and Means for relieving fuch of the Suf
ferers in the Charitable Corporation, as fuall be deemed db. 
jecb ofCornpaffion, and we are now going to reiolve upon 
a certain Sum to be appropriated for that Relief, before we 
know any Thing about tbc Sufferers ; whether there be any. 
or how many of them there be Obje& of Comp~-ffion; or 
what Su.m will be necefi"ary for giving them a proper Relief? 
All thefe ~eftions ought, I think, to be refolv'd, before we 
proceed to grant any Sum for that Putpofe, either by way of 
Lottery or any other way. I am, Sir, firmly of Opinion, 
that we have no Power to lay on any publick Impofition for 
the Relief of private Perfons ; and to think of giving a Re
]iefby way of Lottery, is to eftablifh by Law a new Deceit, 
for the Relief of thofe who have fu:ffered by an old one. 
As to our having it in our Power to relieve private Perfons 
by pub1ick ·Taxes, the Inlbnccs mentioned by the honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke laft, are not at all to the prefent Cafe. 
The Suitors in Chancery were in a very different Situation 
from thofe we are now about to relieve: The Court of 
Chancery is one of the publick Courts of the Kingdom, and 
c::onfequently is the fame with the Publick ; whatever Mo. 
ney was put into the Cul1ody of that Court, was put into the 
Cufiody of the l:'ublick, and if any of it was purloined 
by thofe Officers who are appointed by the Publick, there 
is no ~efiion but that the Publick is obliged to make it 
good; Befides, thofe who had their Money in that Court 

did 



( 397 J 
did not voluntarily put it there ; they were all obliged, con- Anno ti .• ceo. IL 

trary to their Inclination, to leave it in that Court; they ~ 
could not get it out again without an Order of Court for that 
Purpofe ; they could not fo much as inquire in what Man-
ner their Money was difpofed of; whereas, with refpefr to 
the Sufferers in the Charitable Corporation, they have no 
Pretence of having trufted the Publick with their Money ; 
they voluntarily put their Money there; they might have 
taken it out when they would, and they might have every 
Day iuquired into the Manag·-·tnent of it; fo that what they 
have loft is entirely owing to their own ACt and Deed, or 
at Ieafi to their own Negletl; they have nothing but Com-
paffion to plead for granting them any Relief from the Pub-
lick, ar,,_; I am afraid, if we confider the Publick aright, 
and the Load& it already labcurs under, we muft conclude it 
is not in a proper Condition for granting fuch large C h.~rities. 
That other Inibnc~, Sir, relating to the Tc-x fer rel:cv.ing 
the Orphans of the City of London,, is ililllefs tc the prefent 
Cafe ; it is a local Tax ; it extends no f•rtl :.;r than t~1c Lity 
of London; :md it was man reafonable that the (;itiz:'::S of 
London ihould be obliged to make good the Lofs, tlla.- \vas 
fuftained by Perfons who were under a Neccfiity of tr.:Ling 
their Money to them, or at leail to the Officers appointed 
by them. 

' Now ~s to Lotteries, Sir, the honourable Gentleman 
miftakes it, if he imagines that the Fra:.:C:s co~~Jmitted in pri-, 
vate Lotteries, was the only Reafon for rrohibiting by :m ex
prefs Law the fetting up of any fuch. Every Loltery. pub
lick or private, is a publick Nufance, becaufe it makes a 
great many poor unthinking People ruin thernfelves by ven
turing more Money in that Way than their Circun.'tances 
can admit of; and, as all Lotteries are a So,.t of G';ming
Tables, they give great Encouragement to Idlenefs r-.:1d Ex
travagance, by bu9ying up weak People with the Hopes of 
getting Riches in another Way than that of Indui1ry and 
.Frugality, which is the only Way of getting Riches that 
ought to be encouraged by a wife People ; therefore, Sir~ 
the Caufe of the Law does not ceafe with refpeft to the Lot
tery now propofed, but will, I believe, grow more flrong a
gainft it than ag::t.intl: any publick Lottery that ever was pro1 
pofed ; for, confidering the Expences of Management, it is 
certain that the Corporation, or the Sufferers therein, can 
make little or nothing by a Lottery, unlefs it he made fo 
difadvantageous to the Adventurers, that no TYL.r. but a Mad
man will put any Money into it ; and if fuch a Lottery 
fhould fill, it would be a very powerful Argument againft 
this and every fuch Lottery that can be propofed ; for it is 
r~IIy granting a Licence by Aa of Parliament to cheat 

Peoplt.: 
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AMo 6. ceo. n. :People out of their Money, which is a Sort of ProjeCt for 
~ raifing Money that this Houfe will never, I hope, agree tG 

in any Cafe y.rhatever. 
Lord Hervey. Lord Hervey fpoke next in Favour of the Motion; 

Sir, 
' There is, in my Opinion, no poffible Relief to be given 

to thofe unfortunate People, but what muft be attended with 
fome Inconveniencies. I am, in general, as much againft en
couraging Lotteries as any Gentleman in this Houfe ; but 
where no real Fraud is committed, I cannot think that a Lot
tery is a Thing of fo bad Confequence ; where the Money 
thereby rai{ed is duly applied, and no underhand Dealing!' 
allowed to be put in Praflice, which, to be fure, will be taken 
Care of in the prefent Cafe, it cannot be attended with ma
ny Inconveniencies; and as a Lottery is the only Method 
which I have yet heard mentioned. or can think of, for 
giving Relief to thofe Objetls of Compaffion we have now 
under our Confideration ; I have fo much Pity for them, 
that I think the few Inconvenienciest that can attend fuch a 
fmall Lottery as that of soo,ooo 1. ought in the prefent Cafe 
to be overlooked. . 

' Upon the Petition of the Propriek>rs of this Corporation. 
we have all had two Things under our Confideration. The 
firft was that of doing J uftice by puuifhing the Gu1lty ; in 
this we have gone on as we ought to do in all fuch Cafes ; 
we have proceeded with the utmoft: Caution ; becaufe, if we. 
had been rigorous in that Point, we might readily have de
viated into .Severity, which in all Cafes ought to be carefully 
avoided ; but as to the other Point, which is that of giving 
Relief to the unfortunate Sufferers, and which is the Point 
now before us, there is no need of fo great Caution : If in 
this we fhould go a little too far, it is erring upon the fafe 
Side ; the greateft Fault we can be guilty of, is that of 
fuewing too much Compaffion and Pity for thofe innocent 
Perfons, who have by the Frauds of others become proper 
Objetl:s of Compaffion. 

' It cannot, I think, be faid, that we are beginning at the 
"\\'rang End, by voting for a )OO,ooo 1. Lottery, before we 
know the Number of the Sufferers that are Objects of Com
paffion, or the Sum that will be wanted for giving them a pro
per Relief; becaufe, Sir, we are not now to fettle the Scheme 
of the Lottery : Before that is fettled~ there will be Time 
to inquire into what Sum will be neceffary for giving fuch 
Reiief, and according as that Sum is large or fmall, the 
Lottery may be made the more or the lefs advantageous for 
the Adventurers ; If 109,ooo 1. fhould be found to be ne
ceffary for relieving all thofe of the Sufferers, who are really 
ObjettsofCompailion, there muft be a fifth Part of the Money 

tontri-
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-contributed by the Adventurers funk for the Ufe pf the Suf- AnAo 5. Ceo. n. 
ferers; and, if it fhould be found, that half that Sum will ~ 
be fufficient for the End propofed, then it will not be ne-
ceffary to fink above one tenth of the Money contributed by 
the Adventurers ; ,and whatever is thus funk by the Adven~ 
tu rers, is not really to be looked on as Money thrown away,. 
it is to be looked on as fo much Money given by them for 
a charitable Ufe; and the railing of this Charity by way of 
Lottery, is propofed only as an Inducement for fome People 
to contribute towards a charitable Ufe, who would not per-
haps otherwife contribute to the moft charitable Ufe that 
:ean be imagined., 

Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpoke again : 
Sir, 

'C' I :up very much convinced, and I find it is generally 
allowed, that a Lottery is in itfelf a bad Thing ; and, 1 
think it is likewife allowed, that there is no Reafon for our 
coming into fuch a Meafure at prefent, but only the Ne
ceffity we are under, and becaufe no {)ther Means of Relief 
can be thought of. There is no Sort of Lottery can be fet 
up, but what muft expofe Multitudes of People to be un
done ; and it is impoffible to prevent feveral of thofe frau
dulent Praaices, which are always fet up ufider the Sanaion 
of every Publick Lottery. If then a Lottery be in itfelf a 
bad Thing, furely the Iefs we have of it the better; why 
ihould we vote for a Lottery of soo,oool. if one of 2 5o,ooo 1. 
will do the Bufinefs? This Confidera.tionalone makes it, Sir, 
in my Opinion, neceJfary firft to confider who are Obje& of 
Compaffion, and what Sum will be fufficient to relieve 
them ; for if upon fuch Inquiry it be found that a Lot
tery of 2 5o,ooo l. will be fufficient for the End propofed, it 
would certainly be very wrong in us to vote a Lottery of 
soo,ooo 1. for we feem all to be convinced, that a Lottery 
for any Sum will do Mifchief; but a Lottery for a fmall Sum 
can never do fo much Mifchief as one for a larger.' 

Mr Heathcote fpoke next as follows: 
Sir, 

c I muft confefs that what is now propofed feems to be 
a new Method of raifing Charity; but I hope the charitable 
Difpofition of the People of this Nation is not as yet fo 
much decayed, as to make it nece.ffary to trick them into 
the giving of Charity ; when they are fully convinced that_ 
the Ufe, for which the Money is raifed, is really charitable, 
in fuch Cafes I have never as yet obferved the People back
ward in their Contributions ; I am, indeed, afraid that the 
Objeds of Charity now under ou,r Confideration would not 
meet with any great Relief fl'Om the People ; for the Ge
Jlerality of the People do 'generally think, that thofe who 

are 

Sir Jofepb J~kyii. 

MrH~tbcw·. 
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Anno 6. Geo. u are undone by any fort of Gaming or Stockjobbing, are not 
~ proper ObjeHs of Charity. Thofe who are ruined by Ship

wrecks, by Fire, or fuch Accidents, are certai11ly much 
greater ObjeCts of Charity, and more intitled to a Parliamen
tary Relief~ than thofe who ever were or ever can be undone 
by the Management of any Publick Stock whatever; be
caufe every Proprietor may look into the Affairs of the Com
pany, and may prevent the Mifmanagement, if he is but to
lerably careful of his own Intereft ; and yet we have never 
feen any of the former fo much as claim a Relief from Par
Jjament. 

' I mull: obferve, Sir, that what we are now about may 
come to be a very bad Precedent; it will for the future make 
all Proprietors of Publick Funds lefs careful of their DireB:ors 
and Managers; fo that I am afraid, we may have many Ap
plications of the fi~me Nature. There is now a Company 
under our Confideration, which will likewife, I believe, 
ftand in need of the fame fort of Relief; and I do not know, 
hut that in nine or ten Years, another great Company may 
:find themfelves under a Neceffity of applying for fomething 
of the f.1me Nature; efpecially if they ibould gc.. on with. 
their prefent Scheme of diminifhing fo confiderably their 
Trading Capital, and loading it with all the Debts they now 
owe. For thefe Reafons, Sir, as well as a great many o
thers, I cannot but be againft the Motion now in hand.' 

This Debate being over, a Motion was•made, That the 
A Lottery or Chairman leave the Chair: But the Q:!ell:ion being put there
soo.o::n!. vvtcd for upon it was carried in the Negative by 85 to 6 I • afte-r Rc:I.cf of the Suf- • • , , 
f~rer• by the c~a- which the Committee came to ieveral Refolutions which 
ru~blc Corpotallon, . ' • 

Kin I"'~ ~pr.«'ch at 
purtirw an E11r1 to 
&he Sixth 5~11ion, 

upon the Report were agreed to ; and a Bill brought m for 
the Relief of the Sufferers by a Lottery af 5 oo,ooo 1. which 
paffed into a Law. 

June 1 I. The K.ing came to the Haufe of Lords, and the 
Commons attending, his Majefty made the following Speech 
to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen,';.i:. " T H E Seafon of the Year, and the D}fpatch you have 
" given to the Publick Bufmefs, make it proper for 
" me to Fut an End to this Seffi.on of Parliament. 

Gentlemen ofthe Haufe of Commons, 
" I return you my Thanks for the Provifions you have 

" made for the Service of the current Year. I have never 
" demanded any Supplies of my People, but what were ab
~' folutely necefiJ.ry for the Honour, Safety and Defence of 
" me and m"y Kingdom ; and I am always beil pleafed, when 
" the Publick Expences are {~jp1y'd in a Manner leail bur
~' ~henfome to niy Subjeds. 

My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen Anno .!S Ceo. Jt, 
' • 17B· 

"I cannot pafs by unobferved, the w1cked Endeavours, ~ 
#' that have lately been made Ufe of to inflame the ~inds 
u of th~ People, and by the moft unjuft Mifreprefentations, 
•' to raife Tumuhs and Diforders, that almoft threatned the 
., Peace of the Kingdom; but I depend upon the Force of 
I' Truth, to remove;: the groundlefs Jealoufies, that ha.ve 
_, been raifed, of Deligns carrying on againft the Liberties 
f' of Jny People, and upon your known Fidelity, to defeat 
·~ and fruftrate the Expeltations of fuch as delight in Con-
f' fufton. It is my Inclination, and has always been my 
'' St1.1dy, to preferve the Religious and Civil Rights of all 
'' my Subje~s. 

'· Let it be your Care to undeceive the Deluded, and to 
~' make them fenfible of their prefent H appinefs, and the 
-' Ha;z.ard they rl,ln of beinS: unwarily drawn, by f11ecious 
'' Preten~es, futo their pwn Deftruction.n 

After which, the Lord ChancelJor, by his Majefiy's Com- The Parlianumt 
mand, prorogued the Parliament to the 26th of July : prol'Og\lccJ. 

They were aftf!rwards farU1~r proro~ue4 to the 1 7th of Ja-
~uary. 

n, End of the SECOND VotUME-t 
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