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AND

DEBATES

IN THE

Houfe of Commonds,

DURING

+

The Sixth and Laft Seflion of the Sixth
Parliament of Great-Britain.

¥ PON the Death of his Majefty King
G EORGE I, the Parliament, though
prorogued to the 27th of June, met on the
15th, being the very next Day after the
Arrival of the Exprefs with the News ; in
purfuance of the A& of the 4th and gth of
‘ - Queen Anne, Chap. 8, by which it is en-
acted as follows, viz. ¢ That this prefent Parliament, or any
¢ other Parliament hereafter fummoned by her Majefty, her
Heirs and Succeffors, fhall not be determined or diffolved by
the Death or Demife of her faid Majefty, or of her Heirs
and Succeffors ; but fuch Parliament fhall continue, and im-
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¢ mediately meet, fit, and a&, notwithftanding fuch Death or
¢ Demile, during the Time of fix Months, unlefs the fame
¢ fhall be fooner prorogued, or diffolved, by fuch Perfon who
¢ fhall be next Heir to the Crown of this Realm in Succeffion.”
'The Parliament being met accordingly was prorogued by Com-
mudion from his Majefty King George the Second, till the
27th of June, on which Day his Majefty came to the Houfe
of Peers, and being feated on the Throne with the ufeal So-
lemnity, and the Commons being fent for and attending, his
Majefty made the following Speech to both Houfes.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

“ Y Am perfuaded that you all fhare with me in my Grief
¢« J and AfHiCtion for the Death of my late Royal Father,
¢ which, as it brings upon me the immediate Care and.
“ Weight of the Government, adds very much to my Con-
¢ cern, left I fhould not be as fuccefsful in my Endeavours,
¢ as I am, above all Things, defirous to make you a great
¢ and happy People.

¢ I heartily with, that this firft folemn Declaration of my
¢ Mind in ParIia.ment, could fufficiently exprefs the Senti-
« ments of my Heart, and give you a perfett and juft Senfe
¢ of my fixed Reflolution, by all poflible Means, to merit
¢« the Love and AffeCtion of my People, which I fhall al-
“ ways look upon as the beft Support and Security of my
« Crown.

“ And as the Religion, Liberty, Property, and a due Exe-
“ cution of the Laws, are the moft valuable Bleffings of a
¢ free People, and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation,
¢ it fhall be my conftant Care to prefer»’c the Conftitution
¢ of this Kingdom, as it is now happily eftablifhed in Church
¢¢ and State, inviolable in zll its Parts ; and to fecure to all
¢ my Subjedts the full Enjoyment of their Religious and Civil
“ Rights..

¢ [ {fee with great Pleafure the happy Effeéts of that Vigour
¢ and Refclution, which was exerted in the laft Seflion of
 Parliament, for the Defence of the Rights and Poffeflions
¢ of this Nartion, and for maintaining the Tranquility and
« Balance of Power in Europe. The ftri® Union and Har-
** mosy, which has hitherto fubfifted among the Allies of
¢ the Treaty of Hanover, has chicfly contributed to the
¢ ncar Proipect of a General Peace ; ; I have therefore given
* alt my Allies the ftrongeft Affurances of purfuing the fame
¢ Meafures, and of making good the Engagements entered
¢ nte by the Crown of Great Britain.

“ The Chearfulrefs with which the Supplies neceffary for
“ cax.\mg on this great Work were raifed, making it but
“ juli thut the publick Expence fhould be lcffencd as foon

(13 as
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¢ as the Circumftances of Affairs will permit ; I have already
« given Orders for fending back fome of the Regiments
* brought from Ireland, and will proceed to reduce my
‘¢ Forces, both by Sea and Land, as foon as it can be donae
< without Prejudice to the common Caufe, and confiftent
¢ with the Intereft of my Kingdom.
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

*“ You know very well, that the Grant of the greateft
¢t Part of the Civil Lift Revenues is now determined, and
< that it is neceflary for you to make a new Provifion for
¢ the Support of me and my Family. I am confident it is
¢ needlefs for me, in any particular Manner, to recommend
<¢ to your Care the Confideration of what fo nearly and per-
¢ fonally concerns me; and I am perfuaded, that the Ex-
« perience of paft Times, and a due Regard to the Honour
¢ and Dignity of the Crown, will prevail upon you to give
“ me this firlt Proof of your Zeal and Affeftion, in a Man-
¢ ner an{werable to the Neceflities of my Government.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

¢ T recommend it to you to give all poflible Difpatch to
¢ fuch Bufinefs as fhall neceflarily be brought before you ;
¢ the Seafon of the Year, and the Circumftances of T'ime
¢ requiring your Prefence in the Country, and making it
¢ improper to carry this Seflion into any great Length.”

The Commons being return’d to their Houfe, Mr Speaker
reported his Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes. Hereupon
Sir Paul Methuen mov'd, ¢ That an humble Addrefs be
prefented to his Majefty, to condole upon the Death of his
lIate Royal Father ; to congratulate his Majefty on his happy
Acceflion to the Throne; and to return his Majelty the
Thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious Speech:” This
Motion being feconded by Sir Robert Walpole, and voied
Nem. Con. a Commitiee was appointed to draw up an Ad-
drefs upon the faid Refolution. Sir Robert Walpole, being
one of the faid Committee, immediately drew up an Ad-
drefs ; which, on the zgth, was reported, and unanimouily
agreed to.

Fune z9. A Motion being made, that a Supply be grant-
ed to his Majefty, for the better Support of his Ma-
jefty’s Houthold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the
Crown; it was unanimoufly refolved to confider of that
Motion the next Day in a Grand Committce ; which was
done accordingly ; and therein it was reflolv’d, Newm. Con. to
grant fuch a Supply to his Majefty.

Fune 30. The Commous prefented their Addrefs to his
Majelty as follows.

A 2 M
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" Moft Gracious Sovereign,

¢ E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjects,
‘ the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af-
¢ fembled, from a grateful Senfe and Remembrance of the
¢ many Bleflings we enjoyed under the Government of our
¢ late moft Gracious Sovereign, beg Leave, in the moft duti-
¢ ful Manner, to condole with your Majeity upon the Death
of your late Royal Father ; a Lofs to this Nation which
your Majefty alone could poflibly repair.
¢ Your immediate Succeflion banithed all our Grief ; and
the uninterrupted Continuance of the Bleflings we had long
enjoyed obliges us, with Duty and Gratitude, to acknow-
ledge the jult Senfe we have of our prefent and future Hap-
pinefs ; and to befeech your Majeity to accept the fincere
Congratulations of your faithful Commons, upon your Ma-
jefty’s happy Acceflion to the Throne of your Royal An-
ceftars.
¢ Your Majefty’s moft Gracious Speech from the Throne
requires a more than ordinary Return of Duty and Thank-
fulnefs, for that tender and paternal Care, which youhave
been pleafed to exprefs for our Religion, Laws, and Liber-
ties, and for thofe ample Aflurances your Majefty has given
us, inviolably to preferve the Conftitution of thefe King-
doms, as it is now happily eftablifhed in Church and
State ; and to fecure to all your Subjeéts the full Enjoy-
ment of their Religious and Civil Rights: And as thefe
Bleflings are the molt valuable and dear to a free People,
and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation; we cannot
enough admire your Majelty’s Goodnefs, and exprefs our
Satisfaftion, in this folemn Declaration of your Majefty’s
Refolution, to make the Good of your People your chief
and conftant Care. ‘

We congratulate your Majefty upon the Preliminary
* Articles being figned ; and we fee, with great Pleafure, the
Beginning of your Majefty’s Reign attended with the hap-
py Prefages of a General Peace. The early Affurances
given by your Majefty to your Allies, of purfumg the fame
Meafures as your late Royal Father had taken, and of
making good the feveral Engagements entered into by the
Crown of Great Britain ; as they flrengthen and cement
that ftri€¢t Union 2nd Harmony which has hitherto {ubfifted
among the Allies of the Treaty of Hanover, fo they confirm
to us the Hopes and near Profpet of a general Tranquili-
ty, upon Terms honourable, fafe, and advantageous to your
" Majefty, and all your Allies.

¢ The Regard and Concern which we had, and always

-
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¢ fhall have, for the Defence of the Rights and Pofleffions
¢ of this Nation, for vindicating the Honour of our Sovereign,

¢ and
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and for maintaining the due Balagce of Power in Europe,
engaged us with Chearfulnefs, during the laft Seflion of
Parliament, to grant the Supplies neceffary for the carrying
on this great Work. And no greater Encouragement can
poflibly be given to us, than to fee your Majefty fo early
beginning to leffen the publick Expences, and refolving
to reduce your Forces both by Sea and Land, as foon as it
can be done without Prejudice to the Common Caufe, and
confiftent with the Intereft and Safety of this Nation.

¢ Thefe many and great Inftances of your Majefty’s Good-
nefs and Concern for the Happinefs and Welfare of your
People call upon us for the higheft Returns of Duty, Zeal,
and Affetion to your Majefty’s Perfon and Government :
And as we are fully convinced that our own Intereft and
Prefervation are infeparable from your Majefty’s, we beg
Leave to aflure your Majefty, that we will, with our Lives
and Fortunes, maintain and fupport your Majefty’s un-
doubted Right and Title to the Imperial Crown of this
Realm, and all other your Majefty’s Dominions, againft
all Attempts whatfoever.

¢ Aad when we reflet on your Majefty’s Royal Virtues,
which promife us all the Bleflings that can flow from a
Mind truly Great; when we confider the diftinguifhed
Charater of the Queen, your Royal Confort, and the ad-
ditional Happinefs that defcends to your People from her
many Princely Qualities, and remember your numerous and
hopeful Iflue, the lafting Pledge and Security of our happy
Eftablifhment ; that your Majeity’s Crown may fit with

" Eafe and Glory on your Head, we think ourfelves indifpen-

LI S

fibly obliged to aflure your Majeity, that we will provide
fuch a Revenue for the Occafions of your Majefty’s Civil
Government, as may be fufficient to fupport the Honour
and Dignity of the Crown in its proper and full Luitre.

To this Addrefs the King return’d the following Anfwer.
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Gentlemen,

Return you my Thanks for your dutiful and loyal Ad-

“drefs. The Refolutions of the Commons of Great
Britain are, every where, fo highly regarded, that I can-
not but receive, with the greateit Satisfaction, this unani-
mous Declaration of your Fidelity, Zeal, and Affetion ;
and I will endeavour, by a iteady Care and Concern for
the Intereft and Welfare of my People, to anfwer the Ex-
pectation you have conceived of my Government.

FJuly 1. Mr Farrer reported the Refolution of the Grand

Committee, for granting a Supply to his Majefty, for the

better
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better Support of his Majefty’s Houfhold, and of the Honour
and Dignity of the Crown, which was agreed to, Nem. Con.
Fuly 3. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole
Houfe, confider’d of the Supply granted to his Majefty, and
Sir Robert Walpole reprefented, ¢ That ihe annual Sum of
700,000 1. granted to and fettled on the late King, for the
Support of his Houfhold and of the Honour and Dignity of
the Crown, falling thort every Year, they had been obliged
to make it up another Way ; and that his prefent Majelty’s
neceflary Expences being like to increafe, by reafon of the
Largenefs of his Family, and of fettling a Houfhold for his
Royal Confort, he therefore moved, That the entire Reve-
nues of the Civil Lift, which produced about 100,0001. per
Annum, above the faid yearly Sum of 700,000 . might be
fettled on his Majefty during his Life.” This Motion being
feconded, Mr Shippen ftood up and fpoke as follows.
Mr Speaker,
¢ T agree with the honourable Member who fpoke firft,
[Sir Robert Walpole] That on his Majefty’s happy Acceflion
to the Throne, there ought to be no other Contention a-
mongft us, than who fhould moft contribute to his Service,
than who fhould exprefs their Duty and Loyalty in the moft
refpectful and the moft extenfive Manner. But then I hope
he will agree with me, that this is to be done with fome Re-
gard to thofe we reprefent : That this is to be done, confiftent
with the Truft repofed in us ; confiftent with that Frugality
which this Houfe is bound to ufe, whenever the Crown is plea-
fed to call upon it, to exercife its great Power of giving Money.
¢ Now, notwithftanding what has been urged, I think, we
fhall fo far depart from this Rule of Frugality, as we exceed
the Revenue granted to his late Majefty, whether that Ex-
ceeding fhall amount yearly to g3,000 1. as computed at the
higheft by that honourable Member, or toabove 130,0001. asl
have feen it more truly computed by another. ForI re-
member very well, that the yearly Sum of 700,000l. tho’
now thought too little, was not obtain'd for his late Majefty,
without a long and folemn Debate ; [See Vor. L. p. 21.] and
it was allow’d by every one that contended for it, to be an
ample Royal Revenue. Nor was it ask’d inconfiderately,
and on a fudden ; it was ask’d on mature Deliberation,
after the Queen’s Civil Lit Branches were found deficient 5
it was ask’d after many Computations had been made of
every Charge requifite to fupport the Honour and Dignity
of the Crown, and to maintain the prefent Royal Family;
It was ask’d, after duly weighing what Provifion would
be fufficient to anfwer all the ordinary and extraordinary
Occafions of the Civil Government ; what would be fuffici-
ent to anfwer all proper Augmentations of Salaries, all rea-
fonable
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fonable and charitable Penfions, all fecret Services at Home ““““,'7;?“- 1.
and Abroad, necefary to carry on a juft and wife Adminiftra- \owemm——
tion : It was ask’d by thar honourable Member himfelf and
others, who were entring into great Employments, who were
going to tafte of the Royal Bounty, and who therefore could
not peffibly be fufpected to have any Defign of cramping his
Majefty, by a too contrated and narrow Revenue.

* Nor does the late Alteration in the Royal Family call for
any Increafe of Expence. For if the Eftablifhment for the
Queen fhould be enlarged, whofe diftinguithed Charadter
and many Princely Virtues, taken Notice of in your Addrefs,
intitle her to all Degrees of Grandeur, which any former
Queen Confort ever enjoy’d ; I fay, if her Majefty’s Efa-
blithment fhould be enlarg’d, I prefume the Eftablifhment
for Prince Frederick will be much inferior to that fettled on
his prefent Majefty when Prince of Wales. Befides, our ar-
dent Wifhes for his Majefty’s conftant Refidence in thefe
Kingdoms, and his Royal Intentions of making us a great and
happy People, give us Hopes, that many perfonal, many par-
ticular Expences in the late Reign, efpecially thofe for frequent
Journies to Hanover, will be difcontinu’d, and entirely ceafe.

¢ Nor is it any Objeétion to the Reafoning of that Time,
when the 700,000 I. was granted to the late King, or to the
Computations then made, that this Sum is faid to "have been
found by the Experience of paft Times, to be not anfwer-
able to the Neceflities of the Civil Government.

¢ For this Experience couldnot be found in the Queen’s
Reign, becaufe her Civil Lift Branches feldlom amounted to
600,000 |. commonly to about 550,000l and fometimes to
very little above 500,0001. as appears by Accounts former-
ly laid before this Houfe ; and I will not fuppofe thofe Ac-
counts which were brought from the Treafury to be other-
wife than true, in regard to my honourable Friend——1I
ask Pardon, 1 fhould have faid, the honourable Member, for
there is no Friendfhip betwixt us. But he muft give me
Yeave to obferve, That when he aflerts her Civil Lift
Branches amounted to above 700,0001. yearly, he can only
tnean the grofs, and not the neat Produce, which is a very
uncandid and fallacious Way of Arguing.

Tho’ her Revenues were fo low, yet fhe called upon her
Parliament but once in a Reign of above thirteen Years, to
pay the Debts contratted in her Civil Government ; and it is
a Juftice due to the Memory of that excellent Princefs, to
remind Gentlemen of the unparalell’d Inftances of her Piety
and Generofity, which occafion’d thofe Debts. She gave
the Firft Fraits and Tenths, arifing ncw, as the honourable
Member, who made this Motion, fays, to 19,000l a Year, for
the Augmentation of the Maintenance of the Poor Clergy: She

gave
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Marlborough : She fuffer’d y00l. a Week to be likewife
charged on the Polt-Office for the publick Service, and by
that Conceflion loft a vaft Sum, the additional Duty then
producing only 8oool. a Year: She gave feveral hundred
thoufand Pounds for building the Caftle of Blenheim : She al-
low’d Prince Charles of Denmark g4o001l. a Year : She {uftain-
ed great Lofles by the Tin Contract: She {:pported the poor
Palatines : She gave 100,000l. to the Ufes of the War.
Thefe, with many other Royal Bounties whagh efcape my
prefent Remembrance, were the Reafons that“brought her
under a Neceflity of asking for 500,0001. But the was fo fen-
fible of the Inconvenience, and {o determin’d never to apply
to her Parliament zgain in the like Manner, that fhe order’d
a confiderable Reduétion to be made of her Civil Govern-
ment Expences. I have feen a Scheme of this Reduétion,
as it was aftually fettled a little before her Death, and in-
tended to commence the Lady-Day following. 'Twould be
tedious to go through all the particular Articles of it, and I
will only name three or four. 'The Cofferer’s-Office Pay-
ments were reduc’d from 85,000l to 75,000l. The Al-
lowances for Foreign Minifters, from 75,0001, to 30,000 1.
Penfions and Bounties from upwards of 87,490 1. to 60,0001.
Secret Services from 27,0001, to z0,0001. a Sum furprizing-
ly fmall, when compar’d with the late Disburfements on that
Head. In thort, the whole yearly Expences were defigned
to be reduc’d to 459,941 1. and that would have been done
without Eclipfing the Glory of the Crown, which, fome Gen-
tlemen fo roundly affirm, cannot now be maintain’d under al-

moft a double Appointment.
¢ From hence it appears plainly, that this Argument of the
Experience of paft Times can have no Reference to the
Queen’s Reign. It muft therefore be apply’d, tho’ put in
the Plural Number, to the late Adminiftration only ; and
T confefs, if the fame Management was to be continu’d, if
the fame Minifters were to be again employ’d, a Million a
Year would not be fufficient to carry on the exorbitant Ex-
pences, {o often, and fo juftly complain’d of in this Houfe.
For it 1s notorious, it is frefh inall our Memories, that befides
the yearly 700,000 1. there have been many occafional T'axes,
many exceflive Sums raifed, and they have been all funk in
that bottomlefs Gulf of Secret Service. Firit, the memorable
250,000l. was rais’d, in Defiance of the ancient Parliamen-
tary Methods, to fecure us from the Apprehenfions of a
Swedith Invafion, [Sez Vou. I. p. 116] Then the two In-
furance-Offices were ereted in as irregufar a Manner, by a
Bill brought into this Houfe, at the latter End of a Seffion,
and after the Committee of Supply had been clofed, upon the
honourable



( 9 ) ¢
honourable Member’s Return into Power ; and thofe Bub- Amo 1. Geo. 1L
bles paid near 300,000 l.. for their Charters; [See Vor. L g
#- 215.] Then a new Scene of Affairs opening in Sweden
chang’d our Enmity into an Alliance, and there was a Subfidy
of 72,000l. implicitly granted to make good fome fecret
Bargain and Engagement with that Crown ; {See Vou. L
p- 253.] At the fame Time near z4,000]. were given for
burning two Merchant-Ships arrived from infe&ted Places ;
[See Vou.I. p. 255.] but tho' the Goods, as well as the Ships
were paid for by this Houfe, that they might, without In-
jury to the Owners, be deftroy’d for the publick Safety, yet
moft of them were privately convey’d into Counties adjacent
to the Port where the Ships lay, and f{old there. Then foon
after a Sum of 500,000l. was demanded and granted for
the Payment of the Civil Lift Debts ; on which Occafion his
late Majefty declared in his Meflage, ¢ That He was refolved
¢ tocaufe a Retrenchment to be made of his Expences for the
¢ future: * [See Vou. L. p. 257.] But notwithftanding that Re-
folution, in lefs than four Years, the Neceflities of the Go-
vernment having render’d the promifed Retrenchment im-
practicable, there was a new Demand, and a new Grant of
5 00,0001, more, to difcharge new Incumbrances, [See Vor. I.
?- 339-] I might mention too the Spanifh Ships which were
taken in the famous Mediterranean Sea-fight, and, as we have
Reafon to believe, fold for a confidcrable Sum of Money.
Nor isit poflible to forget the 125,0001. [See Vou. I. . 385.]
which we could only be told, the laft Seflion, in a general
unexplain’d Article, was fecretly difpos’d of, for the publick
Utility, for the Confervation of the Peace of Europe, and
for the Security of the Commerce and Navigation of Great
Britain.

, * Afterall thefe and other extraordinary Supplies, I am in-
form’d there yet remains a Debt in the Civil Government of
above 600,0001. If fo, {urely there muft have been a moft egre-
gious Neglect of Duty, tofay no worfe ; there muft have been a
firange Spirit of Extravagance fomewhere, or fuch immenfe
Sums could never have been fo foon, fo infenfibly, fquander’d
away. And itis amazing that this Extravagance fhould happen
under the Conduét of Perfons pretending to furpafs all their
Predeceflors, in the Knowledge and Care of the Publick Re-
venue: But we are not to wonder that the World has been
free in its Cenfures, fince none of thefe Sums have been ac-
counted for, fince they have been employ’d in Services not fit
to beown’d. None but thofe who were in the Secret, and who
had the Difpofal of them, can refute the Reflettions that are
made without Doors, not only on the Miniftry, but even on
both Houfes of Parliament,~~——I muft fay no more-———But
I heartily with, that Time, the great Difiqvercr -of hidden
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Truths and concealed Iniquities, may producea Lift of all
fuch, if any fuch there were, who have been perverted from
their publick Duty by private Penfions; who have been the
hired Slaves, and the corrupt Inftruments of 2 profufe and
vain-glorious Adminiftration. If there have been none fuch,
then the whole Weight, then the whole Guilt of the late
Mifmanagement lies on the Minifters themfelves.
" ¢ But it feems to be Matter of univerfal Joy to the Nation,
that the Cafe is like to be alter’d : We hope we are arrived
at 2 Day of better OEconomy : We hope fuch Practices will
be fo far from being imitated, that they will be detefted
and abhorr'd ; nor can any one entertain the leaft Doubt of
this, when he confiders that a Prince is afcending the Throne,
who will choofe a knowing, faithful, and frugal Miniftry ;
who will not permit his Domeftick or Foreign Affairs to be
negotiated by Bribery and Corruption, for want of Suffi-
ciency and Skill in Politicks ; whofe Wifdom will enable
him, and whofe Goodnefs will incline him, not only to in-
fpett the Management of the Civil Lift Branches, but in
Juftice to his Parliaments, and in Compaffion to his People,
to direft and require a due and exaét Difpofition of all the
other publick Furds, according to their refpeétive Appro~
Priations.

¢ Now, in Confequence of this moft juft Notion of his Ma-
jefty's Frugality, which, amongft other his innumerable Vir-
tues, endears him fo much to his Subjets, I hope I may,
without Offence, propofe the Addition of fome Words to
your Queftion, that may reftrain it to 700,0001: Aud in this
I as much confult the Service of his Majefty, and the Honour
and Dignity of the Crown, as thofe who are for granting
the Funds without any Reftri¢tion. For, in my humble Opi-
nion, the Voting a greater Sum than was fettled on his late
Majefty, is only voting an Indemnity, is voting at leaft in
Favour of Minifters whofe Condu&, as I have already hinted,
if laid before you, and duly examin'd, would perhaps rather
deferve your Cenfure than Approbation.

¢ Befides, the Surplus of thefe Branches is appropriated to
the Sinking Fund ; and, that, I thought had been a Sacred
Depofitum, referved for the gradual Difcharge of the Natio-
nal Debt : I thought it would have been look’d upon as a
Sort of Sacrilege, to have diverted the leaft Part of it, on
any Pretence whatfoever, from its original Ufes ; and it is as
furprizing to me, that the honourable Perfon thould be for
deftroying his own Darling Projec, and that he fhould be
for pulling down the boafted Monument of his Glory ; as it
may be to others, that I am for fupporting any Scheme of
his, which might have tranfinitted his Name with Advantage
so Pofterity. ”

‘
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« If his Majefty was rightly appriz’d of thefe Circumftances, Anno 1. Geo. U
he would doubtlefs rather be content with a clear annual Re- u:i::,“
venue of 700,0001. than fuffer his firt Demand of Money,
by any precipitate Proof of our Zeal, to carry the leaft Ap-

¢ of being burthenfome to his People, who have long
Iabour'd under the Preflure of grievous and exorbitant Taxes ;
for he has been gracioufly pleafed to fignify from the Throne
his fix’d Refolution, [Szz p. 2.] By all poflible Means to
* merit their Love and Affetion, which he fhall always
¢ Jook upon as the beft Support and Security of his Crown.”

¢ I will detain you, Sir, no longer, but defire you would
conclude your Queftion with thefe Words,

¢ In like Manner as they were granted and continu’d to
¢ his late Majefty, which make up the clear yearly Sum of
¢ 200,000 L.’

To this Speech no Reply was made, but the Queftion
being put, Sir Robert Walpole’s Motion was agreed to with- .
out any farther Oppofition. Aot
= Faly 4. The Refolution of the Committee, in Purfuance anda Billarderd
of the above Motion, was reported and agreed to, and a Bill '
order’d to be brought in thereupon. .

Fuly 5. The Bill, For the bettér Support of bis Majefly's
Houpold, &c. was prefented to the Houfe, read the firft
"Time, and order'd to be read a fecond Time.

Fuly 6. The faid Bill was read the fecond Time, and com-
mitted t0 2 Grand Committee ; and then Sir Paul Methuen
delivered to the Houfe a Meflage, fign’d by his Maijetty,
which was read, as follows, viz.

GEORGE R _ |

¢ Y Y IS Majefty confidering that the Provifion made for King's Mcfgefor
« H the Queen his Confort, in Cafe fhe fhould furvive his gt quesns
¢ Majefly, is very infufficient to fupport her Royal Dignity ;
¢¢ and that his Majefty is reftrained, by the Laws now in be-
¢¢ ing, from increafing the fame, thinks it neceffary to re-
¢ comunend the making farther Provifion for the Queen to
« your Confideration.”

Hereupon it was unanimoufly refolv’d to take the faid
Meflage into Confideration the next Day, in a Committee of
the whole Houfe. :

JFuly 7. The Comnions, in a Grand Committee, took into
Confideration his Majety's Meflage, and refolv’d, I. That
& Provifion be made for the Queen, in Cafe the thall furvive | .\ ., 4.
his Majefty, of 100,000l fer Annum during her Life, with nwm, voted for
his Majefly’s Palace of Somerfet-Houfe, and Richmond Old. et &vroe.
Park, 1L Thas his Majelly be cnabled to chiarge the faid

Ba 7 1ol
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Ano L. Ceo. 11 100,0001. per Annum on all, or any of the Duties or Reve-

.- 7' :

King’s Speech at
gx:gtting an Endto

Parliament,

nues, fettled for the better Support of his Majefty’s Houfhold,
and -the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, which fhall
fubfift after his Majefty’s Demufe.

July 8. Mr Farrer reported the preceding Day’s Refolu-
tions for a Provifion for her Majefty, which being agreed to,
Nem. Con. a Bill was order’d to be brought in, purfuant to
the faid Refolutions.

Fuly 10. The Civil Lift Bill was read the third Time, paf-
fed, and fent up to the Lords; then Sir Robert Walpole pre-
fented to the Houfe a Bill, 7o enable bis Majefly to fettle a
Revenue for fupporting the Royal Dignity of the Queen, &c.
which was read the firft Time, and unanimouily order’d to be
read a fecond Time.

Fudy 11. The faid Bill was read a fecond Time, and com-
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe.

July 14. The faid Bill was read the third Time, pafied,

_ and fent up to the Lords.

F#ly 17. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, with
the ufual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, his Ma-
jefty gave the Royal Affent to an A&, For the better Support
of his Majefly’s Honflowld, and of the Honour and Dignity of
the Croan of Great Britain; alfo to an A&, For enabling
bis Majefly to fettle a Revenue for fupporting the Royal Dig-
nity of the Queen, in Cafe poe fhall furvive bis Majefly ;
and to three other Bills,

After which his Majefty made the following Speech to
both -Houfes 1

My Lords and Gentlemen,
« I Cannot but exprefs the greateft Satisfaltion in the con-
« A vincing Proofs you have given me, in this Seffion, of
¢ your Duty and Affeftion to my Perfon, and Zeal for my
¢ Government,

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

“ I muft particularly thank you for your Unanimity and
 Difpatch, in granting me the Revenues neceffary for the -
« Support of my Family, and the Occafions of my Civil
¢ Government ; which yoa have done in a Manner fo very
¢ agreeable, and with fuch a due Regard to the Honour
‘¢ and Dignity of the Crown, that if any Thing could add
“ to my own Inclinations of making the Happinefs of my
 Subjefts my principal Care and Study, this Inftance of
“ your particular Confidence in me would engage me more
*¢ ftrongly to make Ufe of the Power, which you have given
* me of doing Good, in promating the Honour and Intereft

¢ of my People.
“ The.
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“ The ample Provifion you have made for the Queen is Aano Iy

another Inftance of your Regard for me, which I am
confident She will very well deferve, and I fhall always
acknowledge.
My Lords and Gentlemen,
« It is a great Happinefs to me to fee the Nation in fo
profperous and flourifhing a Condition, at the higheft Pitch
of Glory and Reputation, -of great Weight in holding the
Balance of Europe, defending themfelves in their juft Pri-
vileges and Pofieflions, and vindicating the Honour of the
Crown of Great Britain.
“ At Home I find, among my Proteftant Subjeéts, fuch
mutual Charity and Forbearance diffufed throughout the
Kingdom, that the National Church repines not at the
Indulgence given to fcrupulous Confciences ; and thofe, that
receive the Benefits of the Toleration, envy not the Efta-
blifh’d Church the Rights and Privileges which they by
Law enjoy.
“ From thefe happy Caufes and favourable Conjun&ures
has flowed that general T'ranquility, that Rife of Publick
Credit, and that Improvement of T'rade and Commerce,
which have greatly increafed our Wealth and Power,
and given us that Refpeét and Influence Abroad, which
has fo much advanced the Glory and Happinefs of this
Nation.
* But all thefe Bleflings, great and valuable as they are,
had not been fecured and tranfmitted to us, without your
having carefully avoided all Occafions of Strife and Divi-
fion ; without a ftri€t Regard to Publick Faith, a conftant
Care and Attention towards: difcharging the National
Debt, and without that fingular Steadinefs and Refolution,
which this Parliament has thewed upon all proper and ne-
ceffary Occafions.
< I can therefore make no doubt, but that your Beha~
viour, and the Temper you have fhewn, will fufficient];
recommend this Parliament to the Efteem and good Qpi-
nion of their Country ; who, from the fame Condué,
and by purfuing the fame Meafures, may promife them-
{elves all future Profperity. |
¢ The Expiration of this Parliament now drawing near,
I will give Orders for ifluing the Writs for calling and
eletting a new Parliament, as foon it can conveniently be
done; and I am perfuaded that the general Conteft and
Emulation in Expreffions of Duty and Affe&ion to me,
which, to my great Satisfattion, I have univerfally met
with, will be farther demonftrated by the Choice of a
Parliament, zealoufly affeCted to our prefent happy Efta.
blilhment in the Proteftant Succeflion; and in Return,
o “ nothing

Ceo. 11,
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m:ﬂ?w. A ¢ path: mj_:,“ bé mﬁngozncmy Part,d that can contribute
“ to proving a g orrefpondence and Harmon
sl ¢ between me and my People, and that can tend to perfeé{

¢ and perpetuate the Happine(s of Great Britain.

Tee Pulamest Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to

S the zgth of Auguft; but on the 7th of the fame Month a
Proclamation was iffued for diffolving this Parliament, and
Calling of another.

The Bnd of the loft Seffion of the Sixth Parliamens of
Great'Bﬁtaino |

SPEEGCHES
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SPEECHES

AND
DEBATES
IN THE
Firft Seffion of the FinsT PARLIAMENT
OF

King GeorcE IL

And Seventh Parliament of Great-Britain.

at Weftminfler, the King went to the Houfe of A 74723
Peers, with the ufual State and Solemnity ; and .57 ¥ ©
the Commons' being come thither, his Majefly mees.

fignify’d his Pleafure to them by the Lord High Chancellor,

that they fhould return to their Houfe and choofe their

Speaker, and prefent him to his Majefty on the 27th.

The Commons being return'd accordingly, unanimoufly w ongew chasen
chofe Arthur Onflow, Efq; Knight of the Shire for Surrey, Srealer.
to be their Speaker.

Fanuary 27. The King being come again to the Houfe
of Peers, and the Commons being fent for up and attending,
they prefented their Speaker for his Majefty's Approbation,
and the King approved their Choice : After which, his Ma.
jefty made the following Speech to both Houfes, viz.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
¢« YT is a great Satisfaltion to me, that at my Meeting The Kingsecch
¢ A the Firft Parliament fummoned and convened by my 2 opgnise the
“¢ Authority, I am able to give you Hopes of fecing the )
¢ Publick Peace and Tranquility very foon reftored. I
¢ very much wifhed that the firlt Period of my Reign might
*¢ have been diftinguithed, by putting an immediage End to
- “ the

O N the 23d of January, the Parliament being met aune 1. Geo.5.
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Amot. Geo. 11, ¢ the Troubles and Diforders of Europe, by a Reduétion of
172728« fome Part of my Forces, a Dimination of Taxes, and
“ all the happy Confequences of an honourable and eftablith-
¢ ed Peace; to which my Endeavours have in no Manner
* been wanting, as far as was confiftent with maintaining
¢ the Pofieflions, Rights, and Privileges of my Kingdom,
¢ and, I promife myfelf, not without great Probability of
¥¢ Succefs.

“ I am very fenfible of the difagreeable and uneafy Si-
¢ tuation in which our Affairs have been for fome Time,
* and have been extreamly concerned to fee many of the
¢ Inconveniencies of a War attending us, without any Op-
¢¢ portunity of refenting the Injuries we fuftained, or gain-
“ ing any of thofe Advantages in Return, which the vigor-
“ ous Profecution of fo, juft a Caufe, and the Succefs of our
“ Arms, might probably have fecured to us.

“ But you are fufficiently apprized, that Preliminary Ar-
“ ticles for a general Pacification were fome T'ime ago figned
“ and accepted, by the contralting Parties on both Sides ;
“¢ and although the Ratifications of them had been exchanged
* by me and my Allies, with his Imperial Majefly ; the
“ good Effells, expected from them, were retarded by the
“ Refufal on the Part of Spain, to execute fome of the moft
“ material Points contained in them ; and by Endeavours to
“ alter and explain fome Articles, in fuch 2 Manner, as im-
“ mediately affefted the Poflefions and the juft Right of my
¢ Kingdoms. I therefore, jointly with my Allies, declined
¢ exchanging the Ratifications of the Preliminaries with the
¢ Court of Spain ; and rejeted all fuch Propofitions, as were
<¢ detrimental and injurious to my Honour, and the Intereft
¢ of my People.

« By thefe Means, the Negociations were unavoidably
¢ carnted into a tedious Length, which I endured with the
¢ greater Patience, from an earneft Defire to procure to my
¢ Subjedls a fafe and honourable Peace, and to fee the Tran-
 quility of Europe preferved and fettled upon a folid and
% lafting Foundation ; during which Time, I received from
¢ the moft Chrifian King, and the States General, the
¢ greateft Proofs of their Sincerity, and a Renewal of the
< firongeft Affurances imaginable, that they would effeGtually
¢ make good all their Engagements in Support of the Com-
¢ mon Caufe, and of our mutual Intereits: And I am very
“ glad, that I can acquaint you, that our joint Endeavours
“¢ have had fo good an Effe&t, that by the laft Advices from
¢ Abroad, I have great Reafon to hope, that the Difficul-
¢ ties, which have hitherto retarded the Execution of the
¢ Preliminaries, and the Opening of the Congrefs, will foon
“ be entirely removed. ST

“ However,
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“ However, 1t will in the mean time be abfolutely ne- Amno 1. Ceoe 11

¢ ceflary to continue, as our Allies have already refolved to
** do, the Preparations which have hitherto been our Secu-
“ rity, and prevented an open Rupture in Europe ; that we
““ may not at once lofe all the Advantages, which our former
¢« ‘Expences and Vigour have {o nearly procured, by not be-
¢ ing in a Condition, if that Necefity thould unexpeétedly
‘¢ be brought upon us, to vindicate our Honour, and affert
¢ aur Rights. And you may depend upon it, that my firft
¢ Care fhall be to reduce, from Time to Time, the Expence
“ of the Publick, as often, and as foon as the Intereit and
¢ Safety of my People will permit it.

 The Preliminary Articles and fuch other Treaties and
* Conventions, as have not yet been communicated to Par-
¢ liament, and which may, without manifeft Prejudice, be
““ expofed to publick View, fhall be laid befqre you.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,
“ I have given Orders to the proper Officers to prepare
¢ and lay before you Eftimates of the Expences for the Ser-
“¢ vice of the current Year; and you may be aflured, that
¢ the Supplies which I find myfelf obliged to demand of
“ you, fhall, as certainly as they do exceed my Wifthes and
“¢ Inclinations, be employed folely for the Intereft and Secu-
¢ rity of the Nation. And I make no doubt, but that if
¢ any Method can be found out for raifing the neceffary
¢ Supplies, lefs grievous to my People than another, That
¢ will have the Preference in all your Deliberations.

‘¢ I think myfelf obliged to recommend to you a Confide-
“¢ ration of the greateft Importance, and I thould look upon
¢ it as 2 great Happinefs, if, at the Beginning of my Reign,
¢ I could fee the Foundation laid of fo great and neceffary a
“ Work, as the Increafe and Encouragement of our Seamen
¢ in general ; that they may be invited, rather than com-
“ pelled by Force and Violence, to enter into the Service of
¢ their Country, as often as Occafion fhall require it: A
¢ Confideration worthy of the Reprefentative of a People
¢¢ great and flourtthing in Trade and Navigation.

¢ 'This leads me to mention to you the Cafe of Greenwich-
“ Hofpital, that Care may be taken, by fome Addition to
¢ that Fund, to render comfortable and effectual that charita-
¢ ble Provifion for the Support and Maintenance of our
¢ Seamen, worn out and become decrepit by Age and Infir-
““ mities, in the Service of their Country.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
* As I have great Hopes that a general Pacification will
¢ be now obtained by a fpeedy Execution of the Prelimina-
4 ries, I am fatisfied, that nothing will more effetually con-
€ tribute to, and fecure this defirable End, than fuch an

Vour. IL. C ¢ Unanimity,

-
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Amho1. Geo. 11, Unanimity, Zeal, and Difpatch of the publick Bufinefs in

- 17728« this Parliament, as may convince the World, that none
“ among you are capable, out of any Views or Confidera-
« tions whatfoever, to wifh the Diftrefs of their Country ;
 or to give an Occafion, from the Profpelt of Difficultics
¢ that may arife and be fomented here at Home, to inter=
¢ rupt or difappoint our prefent promifing Expeftations : This
s it is in your Power to defeat, and this I depend upon from
< your known Zeal and Affetion to my Perfon and Govern-
¢ ment, and your hearty Concern for the Intereft and Wel-
¢ fare of my People.”

Fan. 31. The five Grand Committees for Religion,
Grievances, Courts of Juftice, Trade, Privileges and Elec-
tions, having been appointed, Mr Speaker reported his Ma-
jefty’s Speech to both Houfes ; upon which the Lord * Her-
vey, Member for Bury, mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks
to his Majefty, which being feconded, a Committee was
appointed to draw up an Addrefs to his Majefty upon the faid
Refolution.

February 1. The Lord Hervey reported the faid Addrefs,
which was agreed to.

Feb. 2. The fame was prefented by the whole Houfe to
his Majefty, as follows:

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

The Commons Ade ¢ E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjets,
drefs of Thasks. ¢ the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af-

¢ fembled, beg Leave to return our humbleft Thanks for

¢ your Majefty’s moft gracious Speech from the Throne ; and
to acknowledge, in the moft dutiful and grateful Manner,
the tender and affeCionate Concern your Majefty has been
pleafed to exprefs, for the many Inconveniences, that have
arifen from the late difagreeable and unfettled State of the
Affairs of Europe.
¢ We are fenfible of the unwearied and uninterrupted
Care with which your Majefty, ever fince we have enjoyed
the Bleflings of your Reign, has laboured to put an End
to the Difputes, and reftore the Tranquility of Europe;
of the Defire you have had to free your People from all the
Burthens occafioned by impending War, and to procure to
them all the happy Confequences of a fafe, honourable,
and eftablithed Peace ; and we think it as impoflible that
any Difficulties fhould arife, to prevent us feeling the good
¢ Lffects to be expefted from your Prudence, as it is for any

¢ Event
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¢ Event to make us forget the Marks we have already re-
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ceived of your Affeétion.
¢ The Firmnefs your Majefty has fhewn in abfolutely re-
fufing to admic of any Explanations of Preliminaries, dero-
gatory to the Honour, or prejudicial to the Intereft of this
Nation, e feel more fenfibly ; as we think ’tis equally
for your Majefty’s Glory and our Happinels to have it
appear to the whole World, that the Care of your People
is 2 Confideration fo much fuperior to every other, in
fixing your Majefty’s Refolutions, that not even One fo
important as the Peace of all Europe could induce you to
fubmit to the Demands of others, or recede from your own
in any Point, where onr Pofleflions were invaded, our In-
tereft firuck at, or our Privileges difputed.
¢ And fince this Stand, which your Majefty, in Juflice to
yourfelf and Regard to your People, thought fit to make,
has not broke off the Accommodation, but only retarded
it for our Advantage ; we beg Leave to congratulate your
Majefly vpon the near Profpect of that Succefs in your Ne-
gotiations, which cannpt more effectuzlly fulfil our Withes,
as the Earneft of our Profperity, than it anfwers our Ex-
pectations in demonftrating your Wifdom.
¢ But in cafe your Majefty’s Expetations, of feeing the
publick Peace and Tranquility foon reftor’d, fhould ftill be
difappointed ; that your People may no longer continue in
that Uncertainty, in which the Policy of others may en-
deavour to keep us; and that we may be in a Condition
to do ourfelves Juftice, fhould that Neceflity unexpectedly
be brought upon us, we are determined, out of Regard to
our own Intereft, as well as that we {hall ever pay to your
Majefty’s Honour, moft effeGtually to enable you to do
yourfelf Right, and to affert and to maintain all the Pof-
feflions, Advantages, and Privileges of your People.
¢ Whatever Supplies therefore may be wanted for the
Service of the current Year, your Commons will, with
the utmoft Chearfulnefs and Unanimity grant; being af-
{ured no Aid will ever be demanded by your Majefty of
your Subjeéts, but what you judge abfolutely neceflary for
their own Intereft and Security. And as we are deter-
mined, in whatever Supplies we raife, to have Regard to
fuch Methods as fhall be leaft grievous to your People ; fo
we have the greateft Satisfaétion in thinking we may en-
tirely depend on your Majefty’s Juftice and Wifdom, that
whatever we do grant, will be conftantly apply’d in the
Mannrer that will be moft beneficial to them. Neither had
we the leatt Doubt, before we received your Majelty’s
moft gracious Promife, but that your Majeity, from your
paternal Goodnefs to youé People, would, from Tn;xe to
¢ Time,

Anno i. Geo, I,
§727-28,
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Time, take every Opportunity to make all fuch Redutions
of the publick Expences, as fhould be for our prefent Eafe,
without endangering our future Safety.

¢ The Aflurances your Majefty has given us of the Sin<
cerity and Steadinefs, with which you are fatisfy’d all your
Allies are determined, in all Events to adhere to their En-

agements, and efpoufe the Common Caufe, gave us the
greateft Satisfaction ; and let the future Dangers and Diffi-
culties that may yet arife, impoflible to be forefeen, be
ever fo formidable or ever fo numerous, we do not imagine
there can be any which your Majefty’s Prudence, Caution,
Abilities and Experience, jnin’d to the Afliffance of your
Parliament, the Firmnefs of your Allies, and the Bravery
of your People, ‘will not eafily difpel.

¢ It is an indifpenfible Duty of thofe, who have a juft
Senfe of the great Importance of the Trade and Naviga-
tion of this Kingdom, to provide proper Encouragements
for our Scamen; and common Juftice requires that we
thould take a compaflionate Care of thofe, who by Mis-
fortunes in their brave and faithful Services to their Coun-
try, are become equally incapable of continuing thofe Ser-
vices, or providing for themfelves; We beg Leave there-
fore to aflure your Majefty, that we will take this Matter
into our Confideration, and on this, as well as every other
Occafion, pay the Deference and Regard due to your Ma-
jefty’s molt gracious Recommendation.

¢ If there are any {o ill informed of the fteady Affetion
of your Commons, as vainly to place their Hopes on any
Difputes or Differences that might arife amongft us, we
are determined, by a hearty, zealous and general Concur-
rence in all our Deliberations, for your Majefty’s Intereft
and the Publick Welfare, effe€tually to difappoint fuch ill-
grounded Expeltations ; and we are fatisfy’d we cannot
give better Evidence of our Love to our Country, than by
conltant Demonttrations of our Duty to the beft of Kings -
And as your Majefty’s Endeavours have been, and, we
are perfuaded, ever will be, to preferve us a free, and
citablith us a happy People, fo we fhould think our
felves undeferving all the Benefits and Bleflings of your
Reign, were it poflible we could ever be wanting in the
leaft Point, on our part, to make it as great, happy and
glorious, as that of any of your Royal Predeceffors.’

To this his Majefty return’d the following Anfwer.

Gentlemen,
Give vou my Thanks for this very loyal and affeétio-
I nate Addrefs. Such Returns of Duty and Gratitude

«¢ fram my faithful Commons would add, if any Thing paf-

< fibly
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* fibly could, to my Refolutions of promoting and confult- Antor. Geo.ut.
“ ing upon all Occafions the Welfare and Profperity of my (o
“ People, The entire Confidence you place in me will
“ engage me more ftri€tly to make Ufe of the Power and
“ Truft you fhall repofe in me, for your Intereft, and to your
« Satisfattion ; and you fhall always find my Readinefs to
‘¢ eafe and reduce the Expences of the Publick to your

“ Expeftations.”

Feb. 6. Mr Henry Pelham prefented to the Houfe feveral
Eftimates which had been call’'d for.

Feb. g. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole
Houfe on the Supply, confidered of the Eftimate of the pebte on e
Charge of the Guards, Garrifons, and other his Majefty’s Fosberof Lad
Land Forces in Great Britain, for the Year 1928 ; and a Year 172
Motion being made, that the Number of effeétive Men, be
22,955 ; the fame met with Oppofition, fome Members ina
fiting, that the 8ooo, Augmentation-Troops, raifed laft
Year, [See #ol. 1. P 383.] fhould be entirely reduced :
But being apprehenfive that the Majority of the Committee
were for the Motion, they endeavoured to put off the De-
bate, by moving, ¢ That Mr Speaker fhould refume the
Chair ;* which being carried in the Negative, by 290
Votes againft 84, the Committee came afterwards to the
following Refolutions. I. That the Number of effective
Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great Bri-
tain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey, for the Year 1728,
including 1850 Invalids and 555 Men for the fix Indepen-
dent Companies for the Service of the Highlands, be 22,954
Men, Commiflion and Non-Commiflion Officers included.
II. That the Sum of 786,974). 23. 9d. be granted for
defraying the Charge of the faid 22,955 effetive Men.
Thefe Refolutions, being the next Day reported, were a-
greed to by the Houfe.

Feb. 12z. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Majefty’s Command,
laid before the Houfe Copies of feveral Treaties and Allian-
ces, and other Papers, which were order’d to lie cn the
Table.

Feb. 1 4. The Houfe, in a grand Committee on the Supply,
confider’d of the Eftimate of the Charge of 2224 Horfe, 1836
Dragoons, and 8034 Foot of the Troops of the Landgrave of
Hefle-Caflel, for the Year 1728. Then a Motion being made,
that the Sum of 230,923 1. 11 5. 8 d. be granted for the faid
Charge, the fame occafion’d a great Debate. Mr Horatio v v i aon
Walpole hereupon fet forth the State of Affairs in Europe for .3 fo. keoping
fome Years pait, and endeavour'd to fhew the abfolute Necel Forcsfortne voar
fity of keeping up all our Forces ’till the End of the prefent 13,

Ne-
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Negotiations, particularly the 12,000 Men, which, by the
Treaty of Hanover, Great Britain ftood engaged to furnith.
He was anfwer’d by Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr W. Pulteney,
Sir William Wyndham, Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, and Mgz
Bramfton, Member for Malden, who objected, ¢ That by the
faid Treaty, the contracting Parties were not obliged to furnifh
the Succours ftipulated therein, but within two Months after
Requifition ; and that, even in fuch a cafe, Great-Britain
was only to furnith Men of War, or Tranfport-Ships, or cven
Subfidies of Money, at the Choice of the Party requiring the
faid Succours.” To this Mr Walpole replyed, ¢ That the
late King, in his great Wifdom, had thought fit to provide
betimes the faid Body of 12,000 Men, in order to obtain the
Ends of the Treaty of Hanover : That with this View a Con-
vention was inade with the Landgrave of Hefle-Caflel, whofe
Troops were the moft ready at Hand for that Purpofe, and
much cheaper than the raifing and mantaining National
‘T'roops : That the Neceflity of making this Convention was the
greater, by reafon of an unforefeen Difappointment from one
of the contratting Parties in the foremention'd Alliance : That
'Time had fhewn, that the taking the faid 12,000 Men into
his Majelty’s Service was a wife and neceffary Precaution,
fince they had hitherto prevented the Kindling of a War in
Germany ; and that as the fame Reafons, for which they
were taken into Pay, ftill {fubfifted, it was Prudence and ab-
folutely neceffary to continue that Expence till the intended
Congrefs at Cambray was over.” Then the Queftion being
put upon the Motion above-mentioned, it was carried in the
Affirmative by 280 Votes againft 84.

 Feb. 15. Sir Charles Turner reported sh: faid Refolution,
which was agreed tp by the Houfe.

Feb. 16, Mr Chocke, from the Exchequer, prefented to
the Houfe an Account of the Monies paid into the Excheguer,
arifen upon the Duties on Coals and Culm, from September
2gth, 1720, to September zgth, 1727, ditinguithing each
Year; and alfo an Account of the prefent annual and other
Charges thereupon.

Feb. 19. It was refolved to addrefs his Majefty for a parti-
cular and diftinét Account of the Diftribution of the Sum of
250,000 l. which, in an Account laid before this Houfe,
fhewing how the Money given for the Year 1727 has been
difpofed of, is charged to have been iffued for other Expences
and Engagements, over and above fuch as are therein parti-
cualarly {pecified, for fecuring the T'rade and Navigation of this
Kingdom, and preferving and reftoring the Peace of Europe ;
and of the Time or Times when the {aid Sum of 250,000 1.
was iflued and diflributed. Fub

¢b.
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Feb. 23. The Commons, in 2 Committee on the Supply,
came, inter alia, to the following Refolution, wviz. ¢ That
1,750,000 1. be raifed by Grant or Sale to the Bank of Eng-
land, of Annuities not exceeding 70,000 1. per Aunum, being
after the Rate of 4 L per Cent. per Annum, redeemable by
Parliament, to commence from the 24th of June 1728, and
to be charged on the Duties on Coals and Culm.” Hereupon
Mr William Pulteney obferv’d, ¢ That the Shifting of Funds
was but perpetuating Taxes, and putting off the evil Day ;
and that notwithftanding the great Merit that fome had built
on the Sinking Fund, it appear’d that the National Debt had
been increafed fince the fetting up of that pompous Proje&t.*
Upon which Sir Nathaniel Gould, an eminent Merchant, faid,
* He apprehended that Gentleman had his Notions out of a
Treatife, intitled, 4 State of the National Debt, &c. fuppofed
to be written by that very Gentleman ; but that if he underftood
any Thing, it was Numbers, and he durft pawn his Credit
and Reputation to prove that Author’s Calculations and Infe-
rences to be falfe and erroneous." To this Mr Pulteney re-
ply’d, ¢ That he took them to be right ; and he would like-
wife pawn his Credit and Reputation to make good his Affer-
tion.” Upon this Sir Robert Walpole took up the Cudgels, and
{faid, - He would maintain what Sir Nathaniel Gould had ad-
vanced.” Several warm Expreflions having pafs’d on both
Sides, Mr Hungerford interpofed, in a jocular Speech, that
put the Houfe in good Humour, and fo the Difpute ended.

Feb. 26. A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and
Commons of the City of London, in Common Council aflem-
bled, was prefented to the Houfe, fetting forth, ¢ That the
Duties alreadylaid upon Cozls and Culm imported into the Port
of London affet their Trade only ; and that the Incquality of
the Burthen thereof is a great Difcouragement to the Manu-
fatures, as well as an Hardfhip upon the whole trading Peo-
ple in and about the City of London 5 and praying the Confi-
deration of the Houfe, and fuch Relief as to the Houfc flwll
feem meet.” But a Motion being made, and the Quetlion put,
that the faid Petition be rejefted, it was carry’d in the Akir-
mative, by 214 Voices againit gz.

Then Sir Charles Turner reported the above Refolution,
which being read a fecond Time, and a Motion being made
and the Queltion put, that the faid Refolution be rccommitted,
it paffed in the Negative : After which the faid Refolution
was, upon the Queftion put thereupon, agreed to by the
Houfe.

Feb. 2g. Sir Panl Methuen reported to the Houfe, * That
their Addrefs for a particular and diftinét Account of the
Sum of 250,0001. &c. had been prefented to his Mujetly,
and that his Majefty had cemmanded him to ar:quai;\lt the
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Houfe, “ That the late King, his Majefty’s Royal Father,
¢ having the like Occalion, received from the Jaft Parliament
¢ the moft dutiful Acknowledgments of his great Care and
* Wifdom, in taking fuch Steps, and entering into fuch En-
“ gagements, as he thought would beft conduce to the Secu-
* rity of this Kingdom, and the Prefervation of the Peace
# of Europe; and at the fame Time the ftrongeft Affurances
¢ of their future Support, in all fuch farther Meafures, as he
< fhould find neceffary and expedient, for preventing a Rup-
¢ ture, and for the Honour and Advantage of thefe King-
« doms: And a Power being accordingly given by Parlia-
* ment to his late Majefty, for iffuing and applying fuch
¢ Sums of Money as he fhould find neceflary, for anfwering
¢ and defraying fuch Expences and Engagements, as had
¢ been or fhould be made for thefe great and neceffary Pur-
¢ pofes ; fome Part of the Money, mentioned in this Ad-
¢ drefs, had been iffued and difburfed by his late Majefty ; and
¢ the remaining Part had been applied by hi- prefent Majefty,
¢ for carrying on the fame neceffary Services ; for ftrength-
¢ ning his Alliances ; and in fulfilling Engagements of the
< utmoft Importance to thefe Kingdoms, and to the general
“ Tranquility of Europe, and which require the greateft
* Secrecy. His Majefty therefore hopes, That this Houfe
¢ will repofe the fame Confidence in him; and be affured, that
¢ the Money has been neceflarily expended, purfuant to the
“ Power given by A& of Parliament, and for the Ufes and
¢ Purpofes thereby direfted ; and that a particular and diftin&
¢ Account thereof cannot be given without manifeft Preju-
¢ dice to the Publick.”

Upon this Mr Pulteney raifed feveral weighty Objections
againft fuch a vague and general Way of Accounting for
publick Money, as tending to render Parliaments altogether
infignificant and ufelefs ; to cover Imbezzlements ; and to
fcreen corrupt and rapacious Minifters ; Urging the Increafe of
the National Debt, notwithftanding the fo much boafted
Sinking Fund, and infifting on having that important Affair
immediately debated in a Grand Committee. But the Court-
Party waved it, by moving to adjourn the Houfe to the
4th of March ; which, after fome Debate, was carried in
the Affirmative by 202 Votes againit 66.

March 4. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole
Houfe, confider’d of the State of the National Debt, and
the proper Officers were examin'd as to the following Ac-
counts, viz. I. An Account of fuch National Debts, in-
curred before December 2§, 1716, as are redeemable by
Parliament, with the Intereft attending the fame, and when
the fame are redeemable. II. Aun Account of the Money
paid into the Exchequeroni the Duties on Coalsand Culm, from

the
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the 2gth of September 1720, to the 29th of September 1727,
diftinguithing each Year; and alfo the Account of the pre-
fent annual and other Charges thereupon. III. An ‘Ac-
count fhewing how the Money given for the Service of the
Year 1727 hath been difpofed of, diftinguifh’d under the
feveral Heads, until the 15th of February, 1727, with the
Deficiency thereupon. IV. An Account of the Eftimate of
the Debt of his Majefty’s Navy, as it ftood on the 31t of
December, 1727. 'Then a Motion was made by the Cour-
tiers, ¢ Thhat it appears, That the Monies already iffued and
applied towards difcharging the National Debts, incurred
before Chriftmas 1716, tolgether with the Sum of 220,435 1.
165. 4 d. $q. which will be iffued at Lady-Day 1728, to-
wards difcharging the faid Debts, amount to 6,648,7621.
gs. 1d.§q. Hereupon there arofe a very warm Debate,
and Mr Daniel Pulteney endeavour’d to fhew the fallacious
Tendency of that Motion ; and was feconded by Mr William
Pulteney, and fupported by Lord Morpeth, Mr Shippen, and
Sir William Wyndham. They fuggefted in general, ¢ That
notwithftanding the Supplies that were annually raifed in the
lat Reign ; notwithftanding the great Sums of Money given
from Time to Time, for extraordinary Expences and Secret
Service ; notwithftanding the Produce of the Sinking Fund ;
yet the Publick Debts, for the gradual Difcharge of which
that famous Proje&t was faid to be contrived, were rather
increafed than leffened ; and this in a Time of almoft unin-
terrupted Peace and Tranquility, which muft be owing to 2
very profufe Management of the publick Treafure; and
yielded but a very melancholy Profpet; fince at this Rate
our Debts muft ftill grow fafter in cale of a War or pub-
lick Troubles ; fo that the heavy and numerous Taxes that
now lay upon the Nation, muft be perpetuated to the lateft
Pofterity.” Then, entering upon Particulars, they took No-
tice of the Artifice with which the Accounts that lay be-
fore them, were drawn up ; That in order to fwell that
of the Sums faid to have been iffued and applied towards
the Difcharge of the pablick Debts, incurred before
Chriftmas 1716, there were added to it above three Mil-
lions, for the advanced Price given in the Year 17zo,
in order to make the Irredeemables redeemable, which could
not properly be call'd 2 Payment of thofe Debts; whereas,
on the other band, in the Account of the prefent National
Debt, or of the Increafe of that Debt fince Chriftmas 1716,
feveral large Sums were omitted, particularly One Million,
raifed upon the Credit of the Civil Lift, and feveral Deficien-
cies on the Land-Tax, Malt, and other Funds, which certain-
ly ftill remained a publick Debt” Hereupon Sir Robert Wal-
pole, having fhew'd the Nature and State of the publick Debts,
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-Anno1. Geo.1t. and the Operation and Efficacy of the Sinking Fund, firenu-
172738 oufly maintain’d the Aflertion contain’d in the Motion. The
oppofite Party percewving that the M:jority of the Committee
were for the, Motion, moved that Mr Speaker fhould refume
the Chair ; but, after fome Debate, the Queftion being put
upon this fecond Motion, it was carried in the Negative
by 250 Voices againft g7. 'Then the Queftion being put
upon the firlt Motion, it was carried without dividing ; and
the farther Confideration of the State of the Nation, in rela-

tion to the National Debt, was put off to the 8th.

The Refolutions ot~ March 8. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole
thereumoni ¢ Houfe, refumed the Confideration of the National Debt, and
after a long Debate came to the following Refolutions, which,
together with the Refolution of the 4th Inftant, are as follow -
viz. I. That the Monies already iffued and applied towards
difcharging the National Debts incurred before Chriftmas
1716, together with the Sum of 220,4351. 165s. 4 d. 3 q.
which will be iffued at Ladyday 1728, towards difcharg-
ing the faid Debts, amount to 6,648,762 1. ¢ s. 1d. Lq.
II. That the feveral National Debts, including the Debt
of the Navy as it flood December 31, 1727, contraéted
and incurred fince December 25, 1716, for anfwering and
defraying the annual Charges and Expences of the Publick,
for the current Service of the {everal Years fince the faid
z5th of December, 1716, amounted on the 8th Day of
March, 1727, tothe Sum of 2,605,545 16s. od. %q.
III. That the National Debt contratted fince the zgth
of December, 1716, for or in refpe& of the Sun advanced
by the South-Sea Company, purfuant to an Aé of the
sth Year of King George L. for the Liberty of increafing
their Capital Stock, being fo much thereof as was apply’d to
the Sinking Fund, doth amount to the Sum of 328,673 L
4s. 10d. Lq. IV. That the National Debt contratted
fince the 25th of December 1716, for making good the
yearly- Deficiencies of the Genera! Fund, from the Efta-
blithment thereof to and for the Year ending at Michael-
mas, 1726, the Surplus whereof is applicable to the Sink-

ing Fund, amounts to the Sum of 703,7401. 6s. 24d. L q.
Which, being re-  March 12, Sir Charles Turner having reported the above-
ported to he Powe mentioned four Refolutions, the fame occafioned a long De-
Debate. bate, which was chiefly managed by Mr William Pulteney
Me W. Pulteney. on the one fide, and Sir Robert Walpole on the other. Upon
SirR. Walpole-  the whole, the Firft of the faid Refolutions being read a
fecond Time, and a Motion made, and the Queftion being
put, That the faid Refolution be re-committed, it paffed in
the Negative : After which the faid Refolution was agreed to
by the Houfe. The Second Refolution being read a fecond
Time, and a Mogion being made, and the Queftion being

put,
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-put, That the faid Refolution be re-committed, it pafled in
the Negative : Then the faid Refolution was agreed to by
the Houfe. The Third Refolution, being read a fecond
"T'ime, was agreed to by the Houfe. 'The Fourth Refelution
being read a fecond Time, was, with an Amendment, agreed
to by the Houfe, and is as followeth, viz. Refolved, T'hat the
National Debt contrafted fince the z25th of December, 1716,
for making good the yearly Deficiencies of the General Fund,
from the Eftablithment thereof, to and for the Year ending
at Michaelmas, 1726, the Surplus whereof is applicable to the
Sinking Fund, amounts to the Sum of 703,740 1. 6. 2d. } q.
and that by Virtue of two Adts of Parliament of the gta
Year of King George I. farther Additions have been made
to the Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, for making
good feveral Deficiencies of the original and additional
Funds of the faid Company, fettled and eftablifhed before the
25th December, 1716, amounting together to the Sum of
290,028 1. 19s. 11d. § q.

The Courtiers having carried their Point fo far, it was
moved, and refolved, Nem. Con. 'U'hat an humble Repre-
fentation be made to his Majelty upon the faid Refolutions,
and upon the Debate of the Houfe, laying before his Ma-
jefty a particular Account of the National Debts difcharged
and incurred fince the zgth Day of December, 1716, dif
tinguifhed under their proper Heads and Services ; with a
State of the Sinking Fund, and of the Publick Credit ; and
a Committee was appointed to draw up the faid Reprefen-
tation.

April 5, The Houfe was informed, that an Article re-
lating to the Duty upon Wrought-Plate, which amounted
to 300,000 1. was omitted to be inferted in the Account of
all the Publick Debts, at the Receipt of his Majefty’s Ex-
chequer, ftanding out at Chriftmas, 1727, with the annual
Interelt paid for the fame : Hereupon it was ordered, That
Mr Chocke have Leave to withdraw the faid Account ;
and that he do prefent to the Houfe a perfect Account of
all the publicle Debts, at the Receipt of his Majefty’s Ex-
chequer, ftanding out at Chriftmas 1727, with the annual
Intereft paid for the fame. This moft extraordinary Omif-
fion, however, occafioned a great Complaint and Debate,
wherein fevere Refleftions were made on the Negleét and
Careleflnefs, with which the Publick Accounts, laid before
the Houfe, were drawn up; and thereupon it was moved,
‘That, in order to prevent the fame for the future, all
Accounts, to be delivered to this Houfe from the Exchequer,
be figned by the Auditor of the Exchequer, or the Clerk of
the Pells, or by their lawful Deputies, or chief Clerks, or
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Ao 1. Geo. H. One of them : But the Queftioa being put upon the faid Moy
g tion, it was carried in the Negative.
The fame Day Mr Chocke prefented to the Houfe an
Account of all Money that has in any manner been paid, or
any Exchequer-Bills which have been made out for Intereft,
Circulation and Charges of Management of the 4,561,025 L.
principal Exchequer-Biils ftanding out at Chniftmas 1716,
with the like Payments for the three Millions in Ex-
chequer-Bills, made out purfuant to the Acsof the 6th,
8th and gth Years of King George I. diftinét from any
Payments relating to any other Exchequer-Bills; with an
Account of what Money on the fame has been fatished, and
which of the faid Principal Sums in Exchequer-Bills have
Several Accounts  Deen paid off.  After this the Houfe adjourn’d to the 8th.
from e et  pril 8. Mr Chocke from the Exchequer prefented to the
the Houte, Houfe an Account of all the publick Debts at the Receipt:
of his Majefty’s Exchequer, due or ftanding out at Chriftmas
1727, with the annual Intereft paid for the fame. Then the
proper Officers were order’d to lay before the Houfe, I. An
Account of the Money paid into the Exchequer, arifen upon
the Duty on Coals and Culm from March z5, 1719, to March
25, 1728, and alfo an Account how the fame has been ap-
plied, diftinguithing each Year. II. An Account of what
Arrears of Land-Taxes were ftanding out at Michaelmas
1727. III. An Account of what Arrears of Window-Taxes
were ﬁa.ndin%‘?ut at Michaelmas, 1727.
X Then Sir William Yonge reported from the Committee
Eﬁ:a:iofxv:;:oﬁﬁ; appointed to draw up a Reprefentation to be made to his
Majefty, upon the Refolutions of the Houfe, of the 12th of
March, and upon the Debate of the Houfe, laying before
his Majefty a particular Account of the National Debts dif~
charged and incurred fince the 25th of December 1716,
with a State of the Sinking-Fund, and of the Publick Cre-
dit, that they had drawn up the faid Reprefentation, which
he reported to the Houfe, and being twice read, the fame was,
after fome Debate, with fome Amendments, agreed to by
the Houfc ; and it was refolved, That the faid Reprefenta-~
tion be prefented to his Majefty by the whoele Houfe.
Audpretentedto _April 10. The Houfe prefented to the King the faid Re-
the King. prefentation, the Subftance whereof being already fet forth
in the Refolutions of the Houfe thereupon, [See p. 26.}
We think it needlefs to fwell this Work with the Partica-
lars at large.
April 11. Mr Speaker reported to the Houfe his Majefty’s
Anfwer to their Reprefentation about the National Debt,
as follows,

Gentlemen,
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) Anno :7 2(;w .
Gentlemen, Ay |

¢ Y Cannot but be very well pleafed with this Reprefenta- the ging's Antwer
¢ 1 tion, which muft give general SatisfaCtion to all my 2t f2id Repre-
¢ People, by removing thofe groundlefs Jealoufies and Ap- '
<< prehenfions, which have been propagated and difperfed
¢ throughout the Kingdom.

¢ The happy Effects of the flourifhing State of the Pub-
¢ lick Credit are too fenfibly felt and {een, not to be con-
« feffed and acknowledged by every Body.

¢ The Provifion made for gradually diftharging the
¢¢ National Debt is now become fo certain and confiderable,
¢ that nothing, but fome unforefeen Event, can alter or
¢ diminith it ; which gives us the faireft Profpect of feeing
¢ the Old Debts difcharged, without any Neceflity of in-
“ curring New.

 And you may be affured, That it fhall be my particular
¢ Care and Study to maintain and preferve the Publick
«¢ Credit ; to improve the Sinking Fund; and to avoid all
¢¢ Qccafions of laying any new Burthens upon my People.”

May 6. Sir Paul Methuen deliver’d to the Houfe a2 Mef-
fage fign’d by his Majefty, which was read by Mr Speaker,
as follows, viz.

GEORGE R.
« IS Majefty being under fome Engagements, entered The King'aMef.
¢¢ into, and concerted with the Advice and Concur- Ciedit, Vo
< rence of the laft Parliament, for fecuring the Trade and
¢ Navigation of this Kingdom, and for refloring and pre-
<< ferving the Peace of Europe ; and having been enabled to
«¢ anfwer and defray the Charges and Expences thereof, as
<< far as they have hitherto become due and payable, and
¢¢ there being ftill wanting a Sum not very confiderable, to
¢« perfect and fulfil thefe Obligations, relying upon the Duty
« and Affection of his Commons, hopes they will enable him
“ to difcharge fuch Engagements, as fiil remain unfatisfied
¢ upon this Head of Service.”

The Confideration of this Meflage was put off to the next
Day.

May 5. The Houfe took into Confideration his Majefty’s
Meflage, and after fome Debate, it was at laft refolved, Debate thercon,
by 237 Voices againft 101, That an humble Addrefs be A Vote or cteait

refented to his Majefty, to declare the Duty and Fidelity 3gress 25d2e
of this Houfe to his Majefty, and the entire Confidence Quafion.
which they repofe in his Royal Care of, and Goodnefs to, his
People; and to affure his Majefty, that this Houfe will

enable
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Anno 1. Geo. It enable his Majefly to anfwer and defray the Charges and
Rl Expences, that. ftill remain unfatisfied, of the Engagements
entred into and concerted, -for fecuring the Trade and Navi-
gation of this Kingdom, and for reftoring and preferving the
Peace of Europe.

May 8. The Commons prefented the faid Addrefs to his

Majefty, who return'd the following Anfwer.

Gentlemen,
King's Anfwer << I Return you my Thanks for this very dutiful and af-
) “« feCtionate Addrefs; and you may be aflured that the
¢ Confidence, you repofe in me, fhall Be employ’d for the
¢¢ Publick Good, and Support of the Common Caufe.”

May 17. A Motion being made, ¢ That an humble Ad-
drefs be prefented to his Majefly, that he would be graci-
oufly pleafed to give Directions, that the proper Officer do
lIay before this Houfe an Account of the Sale of Woods,
and Grants of the Falls of Woods, by his late Majefty, from
Chriftmas, 1715, to June 1, 1727, and how the fame have
been accounted for:* It occafion’d a warm Debate, wherein

Mr W. Pultency's Mr William Pulteney urg’d, ¢ That through the Connivance

count of Grants of Of fome Men in Favour with our late moft gracious King,

Cimbor from the  his Majefty’s Goodnefs had been abufed in feveral Grants of
confiderable Falls of Woods, to the great Detriment and
Wafte of the Royal Forefts, at a Time when the Nation
ftood in fo great need of Timber, for the Repairing and
Building of Ships ; and therefore he thought it very proper
for the Houfe to inquire by what Means the faid Grants
came to be obtained.” He was anfwered by Sir Robert

%irR. Walpele, Walpole, who reprefented, That fuch an Inquiry might be
injurious to the Memory of fome Dead, and after ali, prove
altogether unprofitable to the Living” ‘Then the previous
Queftion being put, that the Queftion be now put, it paffed
in the Negative.

May 28. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the
Commons attending, his Majefty made the following Speech

to both Houfes :

My Lords and Gentlemen,
fing's Spoach at < THE Difpatch you have given to the Publick Bufi-
[uongan Fudto < nefs, and the advanced beafon.of the Year, ma?«:e
<< it proper for me to put an End to this Sefiion of Parlia-
‘ ment.
¢¢ The Zeal and Unanimity which you have fhewn in all
¢ your Proceedings, in regard to the true Intereft of your
¢ Country, and in Support of the Common Caufe, have ful-

“ ly anfivered my ExpeQations, and will, I am perfuaded,
“ give
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“ give general Satisfaction here at Home, and cannot fail of Anno 1. Geo. .
“ having their due Weight and Influence Abroad. ! 1724 ;

« I expect very foon to hear that the Congrefs is opened.
¢ The Preliminary Articles having laid fo good a Foundation
“ for a general Pacification, I hope all Parties will bring with
« them {uch favourable Difpofitions for finithing and perfect-
“ ing this defirable Work, that we fhall foon fee a happy
¢ Conclufion of this important Tranfation, with that Satif-
« fattion to Me and my Allies, which may reafonably be ex-
“ peéted from the Juftice of our Caufe, and the mutual Con-
« fidence which is eftablifhed among us.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

¢ I return you my Thanks for the effeétual Supplies you
¢ have raifed for the Service of the Year. 'The prudent Ap-
“ plication you have made of the Produce of the Sinking
“ Fund will contribute to the Support of the publick Credit ;
« and the Power you have given me of borrowing 500,000 L.
“ for the Difcharge of the Seamen’s Wages, will meet with
“ univerfal Approbation.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

¢ It is unneceflary for me to recommend, in any particular
“ Manner, to your Care, the Prefervation of the Publick
¢¢ Peace in your feveral Stations and Countries: Your own
“ Inclinations will naturally lead you, by a due Execution of
¢ the Laws, and a faithful Adminiftration of Juftice, to pro-
“ mote upon all Occafions the Welfare and Profperity of
“ my People.

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to the The PJ.I.]iiam:m
8th of Auguft : They were afterwards farther prorogued to *“**"
the z1ft of January.
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Firft Parliament of King GEorGe IL

N the 21ft of January the Parliament being met at Awo 2. Gev.if,
Weftmiofter, the King came to the Houfe of Peers, =~

and the Commons being alfo come thither, his Ma-
jefty made the following Speech,

My
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My Lords and Gentlemen,

Am fenfible you are met together in ExpeQation of be-

ing informed of the prefent Situation of publick Affairs ;
and of receiving that Satisfaction which the Expences alrea-
dy made, and the Apprehenfion of their being continued
for fome longer Time, make it juft and reafonable for you
to defire.
“ The Execution of the Preliminary Articles, and the
Opening of the Congrefs at Soiffons, laid 2 Foundation for
you to entertain Hopes of feeing, very {fcon, the happy
Fruits and Effefts of a general Pacification.
¢ But the various and extenfive Views, which fell under
Confideration, in fettling and reconciling the different In-
terefts and Pretenfions of fo many different Powers, ap-
peared to be a Work of fo much Time and Difficulty, that
the Proje&t of a Provifional Treaty was thought of asa
proper Expedient ; which being concerted and negotiated
among the Minifters of the principal Powers, Parties to the
T'reaties of Hanover and Vienna, was approved of by me
and my Allies, not without reafonable Hopes of the Con-
currence of the Imperial Court and the Court of Madrid.
*¢ But no definitive Anfwer being yet returned by either of
them, nor the Proje¢t of the Provifional Treaty either ac-
cepted, or reje@ed, the Fate of Europe is fill held in Suf-
pence, labouring under Difficulties that unavoidably attend
fuch a doubtful and undetermined Condition.
¢ It is with no fmall Concern, that I am again obliged to
fpeak to my Parliament in this State of Uncertainty ; nor
am I infenfible of the Burthens which my Subjects bear, and
that in our prefent Circumftances fome may be induced to
think, that an aftual War is preferable to fuch a doubtful
and imperfe&t Peace. But as the Exchange is very eafy
to be made at any Time; and as I am confident I fhall
not be thought backward in doing myfelf and the Nation
Juftice, when a proper Occafion calls upon me for it, I
hope you will believe, that a juft Regard for the Lafe and
Intereft of my People alone prevailed upon me, rather to
fuffcr fome temporary Inconveniencies, with the daily Pro-
fpect of obtaining a fafe and honourable Peace ; than too
precipitately to kindle 2 War in Europe, and to plunge
the Nation into flill greater and unknown Expences. But
how difagreeable foever thefe Delays may be, nothing is
more unjuft than to impute them to the Conduct of me, or
my Allies. No Endeavours indeed have been wanting te
feparate and diffolve the happy Union that is eftablithed
among us ; but long Experience, and repeated Proofs of
mutual Fidelity, have fo flrengthened and cemented this

¢ Alliance,



(33 )

“ Alliance, founded upon, and united by common Intereft, annos. Geo. 11,
“¢ that all Actempts to weaken it, or to create Jealoufies and , 7%
¢ Diffidence among us, have proved as vain and fruitlefs, as
¢ the Infinuations to the contrary are falfe and groundlefs.

«¢ It will neverthelefs be incambent upon us to bring this
“ important Tranfattion to a fpeedy and certain Decifion,
¢ that if a Conclufion can be put to it, confiftent with the
“ Security and Prefervation of the Rights, Privileges, and
“¢ Poffeffions of Great Britain and my Allies, the Bleflings of
 Peace may be diffufed throughout Europe, and my King-
¢ doms again enjoy the happy Effefs of a fettled Tranquility ;
¢ or, if this cannot be had, that the Allies may unite with
“* Vigour and Refolution, and exert themfelves in procuring
¢ that Juftice and Satisfation which has been fo long de-
¢ layed. If this fhould unavoidably be the Cafe, I depend
“ upon the Zeal and Affetion of this Parliament, that they
¢ will chearfully and effeually fupport me in carrying on a
¢ juft and neceflary War.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

¢ Iwifh’d and truly hop’d to have feen the publick Ex-
¢ pences leffened before this Time, but the prefent Circum-
¢ ftances of Affairs oblige me to ask of you fuch Supplies as
¢ fhall be neceflary for anfwering and defraying the Charge
¢ and Services of the enfuing Year, and for enabling me, as
¢ Events may require, to agt with Vigour, and in Concert
with my Allies, who have refolved to make the {fame Pre-
parations, and to keep on.Foot all their extraordinary For-
ces: I will order the proper Eftimates to be immediately
¢ prepared and laid before you. And as the Produce of the
¢ Sinking Fund has exceeded our Expeétations, I muft re-
¢ commend it to your Care to make a farther Application of
“ it to its proper Ufes.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
¢¢ It cannot be expeéted that I thould enter into the feveral
Caufes and Motives, which may have occafioned the pre-
¢ fent Delays in the Courts of Vienna and Madrid ; but if,
“ among other Reafons, Hopes given from hence of creating
Difcontents and Divifions among my Subjeéts, and a Pro-
fpe& of feeing Difficulties arife at Home, have greatly en-
couraged them in their dilatory Proceedings: I am per-
fuaded, that your known Affe@tion to me, and a juit Re-
gard for your own Honour and the Intereft and Security
of the Nation, will determine you effe@tually to difcourage
¢¢ the unnatural and injurious Praétices of fome Few, who
¢ {uggeft the Means of diftrefling their Country, and after- ~
 wards clamour at the Inconveniencies which they them-
felves have occafioned. It is more than prubable, that
¢ Foreign Courts will wait now for the Refuli of your Deii-
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“ berations ; and as you may depend upon my Conftancy and
¢ Steadinefs, that no wicked and groundlefs Suggeftions or
« Infinuations fthall make me depart from my prefent Pur-
“ pofes, fo 1 entirely rely upon your Wifdom and Unani-
“ mity, to convince the World, that fuch pernicious Defigns
“ and Intrigues fhall not alter that Affetion, Harmony, and
 good Underftanding, which has hitherto fubfifted, and I
“ hope will always fubfift, between me and my Parliament.

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, and the
Speaker having reported his Majefty’s Speech, Sir George
Oxenden * mov’d for an Addrefs to return his Majefty the
Thanks of the Houfe, for his moft gracious Speech ; to con-
gratulate his Majefty upon the Arrival of the Prince of
‘Wales ; to acknowledge his Majefty’s (Goodnefs and Wifdom,
in avoiding all Difficulties and Delays, by concerting the
moft expeditions Methods of concluding, with Honour and
Juftice, the Negotiations depending at Soiffons : T'o exprefs
their grateful Senfe of his Majefty’s tender Regard for the
Eafe and Intereft of his People, in declining to plunge the
Nation into greater and unknown Expences, as long as there
is a Profpe&t of obtaining a fafe and honourable Peace : To
aflure his Majefty, that this Houfe, fully convinc'd, that his
Majefty’s own Honour, and the Honour of the Nation, are,
above all Things, dear and precious to him, entirely relies
wpon his Majefty to do himfelf and the Nation Juftice, as
foon as any proper Occafion fhall call upon him for it, and
to fecure the Commerce of this Kingdom : Sir George Ox-
enden was feconded by Mr Walter Chetwynd, Member for
Lichfield, and fupported by Mr Edward Thompfon, and
Sir William Yonge. Some Members hereupon took Excep-
tion at the Words to Secure the Commerce, inftead of which
they thought it more proper to fay, Reffore the Commerce :
And to fupport their Opinion, took Notice of the many and
great Lofles fuftain’d by the Britifh Merchants, by the De-
predations of the Spaniards, both in Europe and the Weit-
Indies ; not without reflefting on fome Perfons, for not giv-
ing proper Orders to fecure our Trade, to reprefs thofe In-
fults, and to make Reprifals, according to the Law of Na-
tions. 'This occafion’d a Debate, upon the Queftion, whe-
ther the Word Secure thould ftand, or whether Reffore thould
be inferted inftead of it ; but Sir George Oxenden, Mr Wal-
ter Chetwynd, Mr Edward Thompfon, Sir William Yonge,
Mr Doddington, Mr Horatio Walpole, Lord Finch, Lord
Malpas *, Mr Talbott, Sir William Strickland, Sir Paul Me-
thuen, and Sir Robert Walpole infifted on the former ; and

on
s A Commiffioner of the Admiralty.
¢ A Gmmiffrerie: of thy Aduivalty. 1 Solicitor Generdd.
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on the other Hand, Sir William Wyndham, Mr William anno 2. Geo. 1.
Pylteney, Capt. Vernon, Mr Shippen, Sir jofeph Jekyll, Mr 172829
Lutwyche, Mr Sandys, and Mr Winnington, were as ftre- g w. wyndham.
nuous for the latter ; and an eminent Courtier having offer’d Mr ¥, Falieney.
to produce a Pamphlet, [Intitled, Odfervarions on the Condusz Wr Shippen. °
of Great Britain, «with regard to the Negotiations and ather ilirrjlonrm{;lzﬂ
Tranfalions abroad, 1729.] to juftify the Condu of Great ) v .
Britain, with relation to the {uppofed Inativity of our Squa-
drons, and the Depredations committed by the Spaniards ;
and, with that View, containing Abftralts of the Inftructions
given to Admiral Hofier, and the other Commanders of the
Britith Squadrons ; Mr William Pulteney animadverted upon,
and exploded that Pamphlet, as made up of glaring Mifre-
prefentations of Faéts, Inconfiftencies, and Contradictions.
He urg’d, ¢ 'That tho’ the Author, by his bold launching into
Politicks, his pretending to be let into the deepeft Myfteries
of State, and his publifhing Part of the Inftruétions given to
our Admirals, would be thought to write with Authority ;
yet it feem’d very extraordinary, and highly improbable,
that an obfcure and namelefs Pamphleteer thould be favour'd
with Papers of fuch Importance and private Nature: That
therefore it was more reafonable to believe, that this Scribler
had furreptitioufly procured thefe imperfet Lights and lame
Abftracts from fome of the Under-Clerks, which he printed
with his erude and indigefted Obfervations, in order to curry
Favour ; for that it could not be fuppofed, that Men of
{o great Abilities, as they who are at the Head of our Af-
fairs, fhould not know the Difference between the Flotilla and
Galleons, or that they fail’d from two Ports, at a very great
Diftance from each other. Mr Pulteney was back’d by Capt.
Vernon, Member for Penryn, who faid, ¢ That he would
not pretend to determine, whether thofe Scraps of Inftrutions
publifh’d in the Pamphlet in Queftion, were genuine or for-
ged ; but this he would venture to averr, that there were
in them fome Things fo very odd and inconfiftent, as gave
them a very fufpicious Afpect ; or, if genuine, render’d them
impratticable. * Hereupon Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, ¢ That
fince ‘the Courtiers fo ftrenuoufly infifted on the Word Secure,
he would readily comply with them, pravided a fmall Ad-
dition was made to the Addrefs, to put them in Mind of fe-
curing the Rights and Liberties of the People. At laft the
Queftion being call’'d for, and put, Whether the Word Se-
eure thould frand ? It was carry’d in the Affirmative, by 249
Votes againft 87 ; and a Committee was appointed to draw
up the faid Addrefs. '

" January 22. Sir George Oxenden reported the AddrefS o, aasres reoiv'd
drawn up by the Committee, which was agreed to. on and prefented,

Fan. 23. The Houfe prefented the fame to the King.
E 2 Moft
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Moft gractous Sovereign,
E your Majeity’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts,

‘/“ the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af-
fembled, beg Leave humbly to return our fincere and un-
feigned Thanks for your Majefty’s moft gracious Speech
from the Throne.

¢ We congratulate your Majefty upon the fafe Arrival of
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, fo much to the
Joy and Satisfaction of your Majefty and all your People.

¢ We are not infenfible of the various and exterfive Views,
which muft naturally arife in fettling and reconciling the
different Interefts and Pretenfions of {o many different Powers,
Parties to the Treaties of Hanover and Vienna; and we
acknowledge, with the utmoft Gratitude, your Majefty’s
great Wifdom and Prudence, in avoiding, as far as was pof-
flible, all Occafions of Difficulties and Delays, by concerting
the moft expeditious Methods of concluding, with Honour
and Juftice, the Negotiations depending at Soiflons.

¢ We have the Happinefs to {ee your Majefty indefatigable
in the Purfuits of the Interefts of your People ; accommo-
dating and compofing the publick Differences, declining the
Temptation of Military Glory, and chufing rather to fe-
cure to your Subjefls their juft Rights and Pofeflions, by
the milder Arts of Moderation and Forbearance, than to
plunge the Nation unnecefarily into infinite and unknown
Expences.

“ But your faithful Commons are fo fully convinced, that
your own Honour, and the Honour of your Kingdoms,

-are Confiderations fo dear to your Majefty, and fo infepa-

rable from your Royal Mind, that we can, with the great-
eft Confidence imaginable, entirely rely upon your Majefty’s
undoubted Valour and Refolution to do yourfelf and the
Nation Juftice, whenever a proper Occifion calls upon you
for it; and we cannot in the leat doubt, from your Ma-
jefty’s conftant and due Regard to the Rights, Privileges,
and Interefts of your People, but that your Princely Care
will equally extend itfelf to the Securing our Commerce,
and obtaining a juit Satisfaltion for the many and great
Lofles fuftain’d by your trading Subje&s.
¢ The mutual Harmony and Fidelity, fo firmly eftablifhed
and fubfifting between your Majefty and your Allies, can-
not fail to create in your Commons the higheft Satisfattion ;
and it is with Pleafure we obferve, that all Endeavours and
Attempts to feparate and diffolve this happy Union, of fuch
Confequence to your Kingdoms, and fo eflential to the pre-
ferving the Peace and Tranquility of Europe, have proved
vain and unfuceefsful,

¢ We
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¢ We beg Leave to affure your Majefty, that wewill, with Annos. Geo.1n.

¢ the greateft Chearfulnefs, raife the Supplies neceffary for , 7%
¢ anfwering and defraying the Charges and Expences of the
enfuing Year, and will not fail to make the proper Difpo-
fition of the growing Produce of the Sinking Fund. And
if, after all your Majefly’s unwearied Endeavours to pro-
cure a fafe and honourable Peace, a Rupture fhould be-
come unavoidable, your Majefty may depend upon the
Zeal and Affe@tion of this Houfe, effeCtually to fupport
your Majefty, in carrying on a jult and neceflary War, and
enable you to a& with Vigour in Conjunftion with your
Allies, as future Events and the Circumftances of Publick
Affairs may require.

¢ And as nothing can be more injurious to your Majefty’s
Honour, and the Intereft and Reputation of your People,
than the vile and deteftable Praftices of thofe, who by
giving Hopes of Difcontents, Divifions and Difficulties
arifing here at Home, encourage the dilatory Proceedings
that have hitherto retarded the Conclufion of this impor-
tant Tranfattion : We look with the utmoft Abhorrence
.upon the Authors and Contrivers of fuch bafe and unnatural
Artifices, who fuggeft the Means of diftreffing their Coun-
try, and clamour at the Inconveniencies which they them-
felves have occafioned. This makes it highly incumbent
upon us to give your Majefty the moft unfeigned Affurance,
that this Houfe will, by an unfhaken Duty and Affe&tion to
your Majefty, and by a fteady Perfeverance in Support of
your Government, convince the World, that no falfe and
groundlefs Infinuations, no wicked Defigns and Intrigues
whatfoever, fhall be able to alter or diminifh that Harmo-
¢ ny and good Underftanding between your Majefty and your
¢ Parliament, which our Inclination, Duty, and Intereft call
¢ upon us inviolably to preferve.’
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To this Addrefs the King return’d the following Anfwer :

Gentlemen,
¢ Y Thank you for this very dutiful and affeftionate Ad- His Mijefysan.
« 1. drefs, and for the Affurances you have given me of el
¢ your Concurrence and Support in my prefent Engagements:
“ You may depend upon it, that the Honour and Intereft of
“ my People fhall be my principal Care and Concemn, in
¢ all Events.”

Fan. 23. Sir Charles Turner made 2 Motion for a Supply, a supply voted.
which was unanimoufly refolv’d on. This Refolution was,
on the z5th, reported and agreed to.

Fan.
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Fax. 51. Mr Henry Pelham prefented to the Houfe an
Eftimate of the Charge of 2224 Horfe, 1836 Dragoons,
and 8034 Foot, the Troops of the Landgrave of Hefle-
Caffel, for the Year 1729; which Eftimate being read, was
order’d to lie on the Table.

Then the Commons being in 2 Grand Committee on the
Supply, a Motion was made for continuing the fame Number
of Men for Guards and Garrifons in Great-Britain, as were

rovided for the Year 1728, amounting to 22,955 Men.
his was ftrongly oppofed by Mr William Pultengy, and
Mr Shippen, who urged, € That a Standing Army was alto-
gether inconfiftent with our Laws and Conftitution : That
there is no Inftance of any regular Force kept in England in
Time of Peace, before the unfortunate Reign of King
Charles I. That the Armies that were raifed in former
Days, either to fupprefs inteftine Commotions, or for foreign
Service, were always difbanded immediately after thofe Oc-
cafions were over : That the Army in the Time of King
Charles I. prov’d no lefs fatal and oppreffive to the Parliament
that rais’d it, than to the King himfelf whofe Head they
cut off ; for tho’ they were raifed in Defence of Liberty,
yet they ferved at laft to fupport an Ufurper, and to efta-
blifh an arbitrary military Government ; That the Arm;
King James II. raifed was the primary Caufe of his MEE\
fortunes, as it rouzed the true Englifh Spirit, and createci
thofe Fears and Jealoufies, which his fubfequent Alls of
Power and Bigotry made afterwards appear to be but tog
well grounded : 'That the Nation were fo fenfible of the
Dangers they had efcaped, by the feafonable coming over
of a Deliverer, that one Fundamental Article for the Efta-
blithment of our Liberties, in the Bill of Rights, is, That
the keeping up a ftanding Army in Time of Peace, is con-
trary to Law : That, accordingly, after the Peace of Ryf-
wick, the greateft Part of the Army was difbanded ; and
though, upen the juft Fear of a new War, the Parliament
complemented King William with an Eftablithment of 10,000
Men, yet the fame was not obtained without Oppofition ;
many honeft and fober Men, among the warmeft Sticklers
for the Revolution, looking upon it as an Encroachment on
our Liberties, and being juilly apprehenfive it would prove a
dangerous Precedent : That during the late War, our Land-
Forces, together with thofe in our Pay, amounted to above
200,000 Men, the Load of which ftill lies heavy upon us;
but after the Peace of Utrecht, there was a general Reduc-
tion, except about 12,000 Men: That upon the late King’s
Acceflion, when the Rebellion broke out in Scotland and
England, the Army was, indeed, augmented with feveral
Regiments, and other additional Troops ; but thefe were

again
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in reduced not long after : That in the Year 172>, upon Annos. Geo. 1L
the Profpect of the great Dangers that were apprehended 12252
from the Treaty of Vienna, an Augmentation of about 8000
Men was moved for in this Houfe ; [See Vor. Ig. 38 3.] but
the fame was warmly oppofed ; nor was it granted but upon
Affurance that this Expence fhould ceafe, as foon as the ex-
traordinary Occafion that call'd for it was over : 'That the
Event has fhewn, that moft of thefe Dangers were ill ground-
ed and chimerical, the Court of Vienna having readily
eed to Preliminaries, that have been look’d upon as a
fufficient Foundation for a general Pacification. 'That, at
the Sollicitations both of the Emperor and King of France,
the King of Spain being prevail’d upon to come into the fame
Meafures, the Congrefs of Soiffons was form’d, in which, it
feems, a Provifional Treaty has been negotiated, among the
Minifters of the principal Powers, Parties to the Treaties of
Hanover and Vienna, which has been approved of by his
Majefty, and his Allies, not without reafonable Hopes of the
Concurrence of the Courts of Vienna and Madrid : That
therefore this feem’d a moft proper Time to retrench our
annaal Expences, and by ufing the moft exaét OEconomy,
to thew they were willing to eafe the Nation of the immenfe
Load of Debt that lies upon it : ‘That befides the prefent
Eftablithment of Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, the
Forces in Minorca, Gibraltar, and the Weft-Indies, we pay
for 12000 Heflian Auxiliaries and Subfidies to the King of
Sweden, and the Duke of Wolfembuttle : And fince, by the
Situation of the Publick Affairs, it was apparent, that thofe
extraordinary Expences might with Safety be leflen’d, they
ought to begin with reducing, if not All, at leaft Part of the
Additional Forces-that were raifed two Years before : That
his Majefty was entirely poflefs’d of the Hearts of his Peo-
le, wherein his beft Security is ; but if any Thing could
effen their Affetions to the prefent happy Settlement, and
make the Nation jealous and apprehenfive of Dangers to
our excellent Conftitution, it would be to fee fuch numerous
Forces kept up, while there was no manner of Bufinefs for
them, either at Home or Abroad. To this Mr Walpole and n1: wipae.
Mr Doddington anfwer'd, ¢ That Arguments againft Stan- Mr Dvdligue
ding Armies, drawn from antient T'imes, were foreign and
inconclufive, fince, in thofe Days, there were no regular
Forces kept up in any Part of Europe ; whereas, at prefent,
there is no Kingdom nor State without them : That the
fuppofed Inconveniencies and Dangers from Standing Armics
ought not to be of any Weight, fince more Inflances might
be produc’d of their being beneficial than of tlicir being
hurtful ; for many States, and, in particular, the Republick
of Holland, owe the Prefervation ¢f their Liberties to their

'
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regular Troops ; and others have been enflaved by encroach-
ing ambitious Neighbours for want of them : That the Body
of Forces now on the Eftablifiment, though larger than in
former Times, could give no Jealoufy or Umbrage to any
reafonable Englithman ; for, if it deferves the Name of an
Army, it is but an Annual and Parliamentary Army, under
the fevereft and firiCteft Difcipline, and not only dependent
upon, but fubfervient and ufeful to the Civil Power ; and
therefore it was no lefs unjuft than abfurd, to entertain and
infufe Apprehenfions from fuch an Army : That as long as
the main Reafons, for which our National Forces were en-
creafed, fubfifted, fo long, in Prudence, ought that Addition
to be kept up. 'That the publick Affairs have now, indeed,
a fairer Afpeét than fome Years ago, yet no reafonable Man
would have the Army reduc’d before a Peace is fully con-
cluded : That a provifional Treaty for that Purpofe had been
concerted at Soiffons, and approved of by his Majefty and
his Allies ; but as this Proje€t was not yet accepted, either
by the Court of Vienna or that of Madrid, the Fate of Eu-
rope was flill undetermin’d ; and therefore to reduce our
Forces in fuch a State of Uncertainty, which, of courfe,
implies Danger, would be the higheft Piece of Folly, and
expofe the Nation to freth Infults and Depredations from
the Spaniards.” Then the Queftion being put upon the Mo-
tion, the following Refolutions were carried without dividing.
1. That the Number of effective Men to be provided for
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey
and Jerfey, for the Year 1729, be including 2815 Invalids,
and gy 5 Men, which the Six Independent Companies confift
of, for the Service of the Highlands, zz955 Men, Com-
miffion and Non-Commiflion Officers included. II. That the
Sum of 784,983 1. 125 10d. be granted to his Majefty for
defraying the Charge of the faid 22955 effeftive Men, for
Guards, Garrifons, and other his Majefty’s Land Forces in
Great Britain, Guernfey and Jerfey, for the Year 1729.

Feb. 3. The above Refolutions being reported were agreed
to by the Houfe.

The {ame Day, Sir George Oxenden, from the Commif-
fioners of the Navy, laid before the Houfe, an Account of
the Amount of the Intereft-Money which had been paid for
Navy and Viéualling Bills, from the z5th of December,
1721, to the 25th of December, 1728. This Account
gave Occafion to Mr Pulteney to take Notice, ¢ That not-
withftanding the good OEconomy that was faid to be efta-
blifh’d in the Management of the Revenues, the publick
Debts ftill increafed every Year; to which the Courtiers an-
fwer'd, That the contrary plainly appear’d, from the Pro-
duce of the Sinking Fund, by Means whereof, the Supplies

for



€ 41 )
for this Year would be raifed, without laying any new Taxes ;'
Hereupon it was moved, ¢ That this Houfe will raife the
Supplies neceflary for the current Service of this Year, with-
out creating any new Debt upon any Fund whatfoever : But
the Queftion being put thereupon, it pafs’d in the Negative.

Feb. 5. Mr Pelham prefented to the Commons an Account
of Subfidies payable by his Majefty to the King of Sweden,
and the Duke of Brunfwick Lunenburg Wolfenbuttle ; Then a
Motion was made, and the Queftion put, That an humble Ad-
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, to defire that this Houfe
may be inform’d what Demands were made in Behalf of the
Crown of Great Britain, to his Majefty's Allies, for Succours
of Troops, Ships, or Money, which they were obliged to fur-
nifh, in Purfuance of Treaties, during the late Hofilities,
and Siege of Gibraltar, and in what Manner the f{aid De-
mands were comply'd with ; or whether any Meafures were
{ettled and concerted between the Crown of Great Britain
and its Allies, in order to carry on a general and vigorous
War, in cafe the Project of the Preliminary Articles of Peace,
under Confideration during the Siege of Gibraltar, had not
been accepted : But the Queftion being put, it was carry’d in
the Negative.

Feb. 7. Mr Pelham laid before the Houfe a Copy of the
Eﬁablifhment of the Heflian Forces for the Year 1729 ; and
then, ina grand Committee, the Commons confider’d the
Subfidies payable to Foreign Princes. Mr Pelham, Sir Wil-
liam Yonge, and fome other Members, having fhewn the
Neceflity of making good his Majefty’s Engagements, which
the Commons had made their own, by approving them ; Mr
William Pulteney faid thereupon, ¢ He had fo great Regard
for the King’s Honour, that he would readily, at any Time,
give his Vote to enable his Majefty to anfwer and difcharge
his Engagements ; but that, at the fame T'ime, out of Re-

ard to their Country whom they reprefented, and who la-
bour’d under a heavy Load of Debts and Taxes, he thought
ita Duty incumbent on them, to retrench all fuperfluous Ex-
pences : That in Relation to the Demand now before them,
he would not enter upon the Inquiry, whether {uch a large
Body of Heflian Auxiliaries was neceflary at a Time of per-
fe&t Tranquility, at leaft, of Inaftion : But he begg'd Lecave
to obferve, that the Landgrave of Hefle-Caflel ufed to keep
7000 Men conftantly in his Pay ; and as he had only added
5000 Men, to make up the 12,000, which he was to furnifn
to the Allies of Hanover, it feem’d but reafonable that Great-
Britain fhould pay for no more than thefe ooo Additional
Troops ; adding, That the fame might be faid, with refpeck
to the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, who, noththf’candmg the Sub-
&dy he received from Great Britain, maintain’d no more
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Troops than he did before.” Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole
endeavour’d to juftify the Meafures that had been taken, in
Confequence of the Hanover Alliance ; and in particular to
fhew how ufeful this Body of 12,000 Hefhians had been, to-
wards preventing the kindling of a War, for which the Court
of Vienna, with the Affiftance of Spanith Subfidies, had
made great Preparations, and, in order thereto, had retain’d
Troops of three Ele&ors, befides the Augmentation of its
own. Adding, That for his Part, he was fully convinc'd,
that had it not been for the Heflians, the Emperor would
not have come into the Preliminaries, and other Pacifick
Meafures ; and therefore they ought not to grudge an Ex-
pence, which had already prov’d fo beneficial to the Tran-
quility of Europe. To this, Sir Jofeph Jekyll and Mr Lut-
wyche, reply’d, ¢ ‘That whatever Glofs might be put upon
fuch Meafures, yet, in their Opinion, they were repugnant
to the conftant Maxims, by which England, in former Times,
fteer’d and fquar'd its Conduét, with relation to its Intereft
Abroad : 'That when our glorious Anceftors had any Quarrels
with their Neighbours, they bravely fought them ’till they
either beat them into Peace, or forc’d them to buy it; of
which there were many Inflances in our Hiftory : That our
Navy is our natural Strength; and, if well managed, our
beft Defence and Security : Bat if, in order to avoid a War,
we are {o condefcending and fo free-hearted as to buy and
maintain the Forces of Foreign Princes, we are never like
to fee an End of fuch extravagant Expences.” They were re-
plied to by Sir Philip Yorke and Mr Talbot ; but at laft, by
a Majority of 256 Voices againft g1, the following Refoluti-
ons were cariy’'d, viz. I. That the Sum of 241,259 1
1 s. 3d. be granted to his Majefty, for defraying the Expence
of 12,000 Heflians, taken into his Majeﬁy’s Pay, for the
Year 1729. II The Sum of 5o,000l. for one Year’s
Subfidy to the King of Sweden, purfuant to a Treaty
dated the 14th of March, 1726-7. III. The Sum of
25,000 l. for one Year’s Subfidy to the Duke of Wolfen-

buttle, purfuant to a Treaty dated the z5th of Nov. 1727.
Feb. 10. Thele Refolutions being reported were agreed:
to by the Honfe, without dividing: But it was refolved to
addrefs his Majefty, That whenever it fhall be neceffary to
take any Foreign Troops into his Service, he will be graci-
oufly pleafed to ufe his Endeavours, that they be clothed
with the Manufaétures of Great Britain. ' '
Feb. 18. A Motion was made, that the Court of DireGtors
of the South Sea Company do lay before the Houfe an
Account of all Demands, with the Value thereof, which the
Company has, fince the Year 1717, had upon the Spaniards,
for Scizures made by them of Ships, or other Effects of the
faid
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{2id Company, together withan Account of what Satisfaction
has been made to the Company for the faid Loffes, and how
much of the fame ftill remains unfatisfy’d : But the Queftion
being put thereupon, it was carry’d in the Negative.

Feb. z1. A Petition of the Merchants trading to, and inte-
relted in the Britith Plantations in America, in Behalf of them-
felves and many others, was prefented to the Houfe, and read,
complaining of great Interruptions, for feveral Years paft, of
the Trade of this Kingdom to the Britith Colonies in Ame-
rica, by the Spaniards, whofe Depredations in thofe Seas en-
danger the entire Lofs of that valuable Trade ; and that the
Petitioners are without Remedy, for want of proper Powers
for the Recovery of their Lofles; and that the Spaniards treat
fuch of his Majefty’s Subjeéts, as have fallen into their Hands,
in a very barbarous and cruel Manner ; and praying the Con-
fideration of the Houfe, and fuch timely Remedy as the
Houfe fhall think fit : This Petition, after {fome Debate, was
referr’d to a Committee of the whole Houfe.

Feb. 24. The Order of the Day being read, for going into
a Grand Committee on Ways and Means, a Motion was made,
and the Queition was propos’d, That it be an Inftruétion
to the faid Committee, that they do confider of proper Means
to take off the” Duties upon Soap and Candles, granted and
made a Security for {everal large Sums of Money, advanced
for the Service of the Publick upon Parliamentary Credit,
the greateft Part of the Surplufles whereof belong to the
Sinking Fund, appropriated to the difcharging the National
Debt, incurred before the z5th of December, 1716 : But the
previous Queftion being put, that the Queftion be now put,
it paffed in the Negative, by a Majority of 217 Voice§ a-
gainft 79. ,

March 11. A Motion was made, ¢ That an humble Ad-
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would dire@ the
proper Officers to lay before the Houfe a particular and dif-
tin€tAccount of the Diitribution of the Sum of 60,000 1. which
in an Account laid before this Houfe, fhewing how the Money
given for the Service of the Year 1728, has been difpofed
of, is charged to have been iffued to perfe&t and fulfil the Ob-
ligations his Majefty is under, on account of Engagements
enter’d into and concerted, for fecuring the Trade and Na-
vigation of this Kingdom, and for reftoring and preferving
the Peace of Europe.

March 13. A Bill was order’d to be brought in, For the
mare effectual pre'vml‘ing Byibery and Corruption in the Elec-
tions of Members to ferve in Parliament.

The fame Day Petitions of divers Merchants trading to
Portugal, Spas, and Italy, &c. were prefented to the Heufe
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and read, complaining of great Lofles for feveral Years paft,
by their Ships and Effefts having been feiz’'d in the Har-
bours of Spain, and taken at Sea by Spanith Men of War
and Privateers, and confifcated ; and tho’ regular Application
had been made for Redrefs, and Proofs given of the Loffes ;
and Satisfattion might have been demanded at the Court of
Madrid, yet no Benefit had been receiv’d thereby ; and there-
fore praying the Confidetation of the Houfe, and fuch Re-
lief as to the Houfe fhall feem fit. 'Thefe Petitions were re-
ferr'd to the Committee of the whole Houfe.

Then the Houfe, having refolv’d it felf into the {aid Com-
mittee, confider’d farther of the Petitions of divers Mer-
chants and others, interefted in the Britith Plantations in
America ; proceeded in the farther hearing of the Petitio-
ners ; went thro’ the Evidence; and, at laft, after fome
Debate, put off the farther - Confideration of that Affair
to the zoth, but came to the following Refolution, viz.
¢ That from the Peace concluded at Utrecht, in the Year
#713, to this Time, the Britifh Trade and Navigation to
and from the feveral Bricith Colonies in America, has been
greatly interrupted by the continual Depredations of the Spa-
niards, who have feiz'd very valuable Eﬂ'e&s, and have un-
jullly taken and made Prize of great Numbers of Britifh
Ships and Veilels in thofe Parts, to the great Lofs and Dam-
age of the Subjedts of this Kingdoni, and in manifeft Vio-
lation of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns.’
"Then Mr Winnington, by Direction from the Grand Com-
mittee, mov’'d, and it was accordingly refolv’d Nem. Con.
That an humble Addrefs be prefented to the King, to defire
his Majefty will ufe his utmoft Endeavours to prevent fuch
Depredations ; to procure juft and reafonable Satisfation for
the Loffes fuftain’d ; and to fecure to his Subje&s the free
Exercife of Commerce and Navigation to and from the
Britith Colonies in America.

March 14. Mr Winnington reported the faid Refolution,
which was agreed to.

March 17. The Commons, with their Speaker, having
attended the King with this Addrefs, his Majefty return'd
the foillowing Anfwer.

Gentlemern,
« ¥y Have always had the greateft Regard and Concern for
& the Commerce and Navigation of my Kingdoms ; I

«¢ am fenfibly affe¢ted with the Lofles fuftain’d by my Trading

«¢ Subje@s; I have upon all proper Applications given the
« ftricteft Orders for procuring juft and re ¢ nable Satisfac-
¢ tion ; and you may be aflured, that I will ufe my beit

¢ Endeavours
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¢ Endeavours to anfwer the Defires and Expectations of my
« People, upon an Affair of fo much Importance.”

March 1g. The Lords fent a Meflage to the Commons,
defiring a prefent Conference, relating to Gibraltar and Mi-
norca ; which being agreed to, the Managers for the Lords
cominunicated to thofe of the Commons a Refolution which
the Lords had come to, as follows: viz. ¢ Refolv’d by the
¢ Lords Spiritual and Temporul in Parliament affembled, that
¢ they do entirely rely upon his Majelty, That he will, for
¢ the maintaining the Honour, and f{ecuring the Trade of
¢ this Kingdom, take effeCtual Care in the prefent Treaty,
¢ to preferve his undoubted Right to Gibraltar and the Ifland
¢ of Minorca.’ _

The Lord Malpas, one of the Managers for the Commons,
having reported the Conference to the Houfe, it was refolv’d
to addrefs his Majefty for a Copy of the Letter written by
his late Majefty to the King of Spain, in 1721, relating to
Gibraltar. This may be found in the /PPE ND I X.

March 21. The faid Letter being laid before the Houfe,
the fame was taken into Confideration, together with the
Lords Refolution above-mentioned ; upon which, there was
a warm Debate. Many fevere Refleftions were made on
thofe who firft advifed his late Majefty to write fuch a Letter,
as either implied, or at leaft was taken by the Spaniards,
as a pofitive Promife of giving up Gibraltar ; and there-
fore might be look’d upon as the main Source and Occafion
both of the {ubfequent Meafures that have been purfu'd to
recover that falfe Step, and of the Difficulties we at prefent
labour under.” The Courtiers endeavour’d to juftify thofe
Meafures, and affur’d the Houfe, ¢ That effe¢tual Care had
been taken in the prefent Negociation, to fecure the Poflef-
fion of Gibraltar to the Crown of Great-Britain :* But the
Country-Party anfwer’d, ¢ That the fame did not plainly ap-

ar by the Tenor of the Provifional Treaty ; and therefore
mov'd, That to the Lords Refolution, now under Confidera-
tion, the following Words might be added, viz. ¢ And that
¢ all Pretenfions on the Part of the Crown of Spain to the
¢ faid Places be fpecifically given up.” But after fome farther
Debate, the Queftion being put upon the faid Motion, it
was carried in the Negative, by 267 Voices againft 111.
After this, the Queftion being put, That this Houfe does
agree with the Lords in the faid Relolution, it was carried
in the Affirmative without dividing.

‘The fame Day, a Bill, For the more effetual preventing
Bribery and Corruption in the Eleflicn of Merusbers to ferve
in Parliament, was read the firlt, and order’d to be read a
{fecond Time.
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March z4. The faid Bill having been read a fecond Time;
was committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe.
March 25. The above Refolution having been form'd into
an Addrefs, both Houfes prefented the fame to his Majefty,
who return’d the following Anfwer :

My Lords and Gentlemen,. |

Thank you for the Confidence you repofe in me, I
c will take effeCtual Care, as I have hitherto done, to
« fecure my undoubted Right to Gibraltar, and the Ifland
“ of Minorca.

[13

The fame Day, Sir Paul Methuen deliver'd to the Com-
mons the following Anfwer to their Addrefs of the 11th
Inftant, viz. < That the Sum of 60,000l. mentioned in
‘ that Addrefs, had been iflued and difburfed, purfuant to
‘¢ the Power given to his Majefty by Parliament, for necef-
fary Services and Engagements enter’d into for refloring
and preferving the Peace of Europe, and which require the
“ greateft Secrecy ; and therefore, a particular and diftin@®
“ Account of the Diftribution of it, could not poffibly be
 given, without 2 manifeft Prejudice to the Publick.”

March z7. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con-
fider'd farther of the Petition of {feveral Merchants relating
to the Spanifh Depredations ; heard fome of the Petitioners ;
examin’d Witnefles ; and after a warm Debate, put off the
farther Confideration of that Matter to the zd of April.

April x. The Bill, For the more effectual preventing Bri-
bery and Corruption in Eleftions was read the third Time,
pafs’d, and fent to the Lords by Mr Watkin Williams
Wynne, Knight of the Shire for Denbigh.

April z. Several Papers from the Admiralty-Office were
Iaid before the Houfe, and all of them referr’d to the Grand
Committee, who made fome farther Progrefs in the Confide-
ration of the feveral Petitions, complaining of the Spanith
Depredations ; and then this Affair was again adjourn’d to
the 3d of April; when, after a Debate, the Committee came
to the following Refolutions, viz. I. That feveral Ships,
Merchandizes, and Effe@s, belonging to the Merchants of
this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, have
been taken and feiz'd by the Spaniards, in manifeft Violation
of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns, for
which no Reftitution has yet been made ; and that the Ma-
fters and Crews of feveral of the faid Ships have been bar-
baroufly and inhumanly treated. II. That in order to take
the neceffary Care of the Interefts and Properties of his Ma-
jefty’s Subjefts, and thofe of his Allies, very much concern’d

in
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in the Cargo and Effe&s belonging to the Flota and Galleons,
and that all poffible Juftice might be done to all Parties in-
terefted theremn; and to the End that the faid Treafure
fhould not be employ’d ig carrying on and fupporting danger-
ous Meafures and Engafements, againft his Majefty and his
Allies, the Orders and Inftruftions given to Vice-Admiral
Hofier to block up the Flota and Galleons ; and to éndeavour
to fecure and detain them, without any Embezzlement, until
Juftice and Satisfaétion fhould be given to his Majefty and
his Allies, were juft, prudent, and neceflary, tending very
much to prevent an open Rupture, and to preferve the Peace
and Tranquility of Earope.

April 4. The above Refolutions being reported were
agreed to by the Houfe; and then, it was farther refolv’d,
¢ That an Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he will
ufe his beft Endeavours to obtain all juft and reafonable Sa-
tisfattion for the Loffes and Damages, which the Merchants
of this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy,
have fuftain’d by the Spaniards taking and feizing feveral of
their Ships, Merchandizes, and Effeéts, in manifeft Violation
of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns.” The
Houfe alfo order’d, That the above-mention’d Refolutions
be laid before his Majefty, at the {ame Time with the faid
Addrefs, by fuch Members as were of the Privy-Council.

April 9. Sir Paul Methuen acquainted the Houfe, ¢ That
the faid Addrefs and Refolutions having been laid before the
King, his Majefty was pleafed to command him to acquaint
the Houfe," ¢ That his Majefty was always extremely con-
‘¢ cern’d when he heard of the Lofles and Sufferings of his
¢ Subjelts ; and would continue to ufe his beit Endeavours,
“¢ as he had hitherto done, upon all Occafions, to obtain for
¢ them juft and reafonable Satisfa&tion.”

April 11. Upon a Motion of Mr * Scrope, Member for
Briftol, it was refolv’d to addrefs his Majefty for an Account

of the Produce of the Civil Lift Revenues, within the Year,-

from Midfummer 1727 to Midfummer 1728, over and
above the annual, weekly, or other Payments and Incum-
brances thereon, and over and above all Grants made by
any of his Majelty’s Predeceffors : And fome other Papers re-
lating to the particular Receipts of the faid Revenues, were
call’d for, and laid before the Houfe,
April 22. Several Papers relating to the Civil Lift Reve-
nues, were laid before the Houfe.
April 23. The Commons went into a Grand Committee
en the Supply ; and after Examination of the Commiffioners
of
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of the Cuftoms and Excife, the Poft-Mafter General, and
other Officers concern’d in the Civil Lift Revenues, the
Courtiers endeavour’d to prove, ¢ That there were fo great Ar-
rears ftanding out on the feveral Branches of thofe Revenues,
that they fell fhort of producing within the Year, the clear
Sum of 800,0001. which was fettled for his Majelty’s Civil
Lift ; and hereupon Mr Scrope mov’d, ¢ That the Sum of
115,0001. be granted to his Majefty, upon account of the
Arrears of his Civil Lift Revenues, to be replaced and re-
funded, for the Ufe and Benefit of the Publick, out of fuch
Arrears of the faid Revenues, as fhall be ftanding out at his
Majefty’s Demife, and together with the faid Sum of
115,000 L fhall be more than {ufficient to make up the Pro-
duce of the faid Revenues 800,000, per dunum, during his
Majetty’s Life, to be computed from the 25th of June
1727. Though the Defign of this Motion was eafily appre-
hended, yet many Members exprefs’d their Surprize, that it
fhould be made {fo late in the Seflion, and after the Recefs
of Eafter, and when it was generally underftood that there
was no farther Demand of Money to be made ; fince it re-
lated to an Account, faid by the Member who made the
Motion, to have been clofed at Midfummer 1728, and
confequently proper in every Refpe@, if at all, to have
been brought in very early in the Seflion, and to have been
confidered in a full Houfe ; and this Motion appeared to
them the more extraordinary, becaufe, in the former Seffion,
the feveral Duties and Revenues granted by the A& for the
better Support of his Majefty’s Houfhold, and of the Henour
and Diguity of the Crown, were underftood, and appear’d by
the Accounts then before the Houfe, to produce yearly much
above the Sum of 800,000 l. for which they were given ; and
therefote the faid Motion was vigoroufly oppos’d by Mr
William Pulteney, and other Members, who mov'd, ¢ That

thefe Accounts and Papers fhould be referr'd to a Sele&t

Committee, with Power to fend for fuch other Accounts,
and to call before them and examine fuch Officers of the Re-
venue as they judg'd neceffary, and then to report to the
Houfe a true State of the Fa&, and whether it did appear
to them that there really was {uch a Deficiency in the Pro-
duce of the Civil Liit Revenues” But this was oppos'd by
Sir Robert Walpole, and Mr Scrope who had delivered in
thefe Accounts; and the Queftion being put upon Mr Pul-
teney’s Motion, it pafled in the Negative. Then it was
moved by the Country Party, ¢ That this Affair might be con-
fidered in a full Houfe, and that for that Purpofe all Leaves
of Abfence might be revok’d, and the Members fummon’d
to attend ; which having alfo paffed in the Negative, the

Qgcﬁion_
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Qxefhon was put upon Mr Scrope’s Motion, which was carry’d Ane 2 Gee. It
in the Affirmative, by 241 Voices againft 115. The Reader ;’W
will find a Lift of the Members who voted Pro and Con on
this remarkable Occafion in the 4PPENDIX.

April 24. The Refolution above, being reported, was a-
greed to by the Houfe.

April 30. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con-
fider'd of a Bill for fettling the Price of Cofn and Grain iin- The above Motion
ported, &c. and after fome Debate, the Refolution for grant- Hus. !
ing to his Majelty the Sum of 115,000 . on account of Ar-
rears due on the Civil-Lift Revenues, were made Part of
that Bill, which afterwards pafs’d into an A&.

May 6. The Lords fent back to the Commons the Bill, For
the more effellual preventing Bribery and Corruption in the
Election of Members ; with fome Amendments to enforce
that Law, by increxfing the Penalty of so0l. to 5c0l. and
adding other Claufes.

May 7. The Commons having taken thefe Amendments © it concerning
into Confideration, fome of the Courtiers reprefented, ¢ Thit "‘“qué the Brs
the Lords making Alterations in a Bill of this Nature wus pe y-Bill by the
an Encroachment upon the Rights and Privileges of the =
Houfe of Commons, who were the fole Judges of the Merits
of the Eleftions of their own Members.” 'I'o this Mr Wil-
liam Pulteney anfwer’d, That the Freedom of Parliament Mt W Pulteney.
15 eflentially neceﬂ'ary to the Prelervation of our ancient
Conftitution : And the Freedom of Parliamentary Eletions
the moft valuable Branch of the Rights and Libertics of
Englithmen, of which, the Lerds are the proper Guardians,
as well as the Commons, both as a Part of the Legillature,
and as the fupreme Court of the Kingdom : That the Free-
dom of Eleftions, and confequendy of Parliaments, is the
great Bulwark of Popular Liberty againft the Encroachments
and Oppreflions of arbitrary Power and wicked Minifters:

‘That if ever this Bulwark fhould be thrown down by Force,

or undermin’d by Corruption, the very Effence of our ex-

cellent Contititution would he loft, and ve fhould no longer

be a free People: .And therefore no Man, who had any

Senfe of, or Value fur Liberty, could either think the Pe-

nalties againft Corruption too fevere, or grudge the Lords

the Honour of having made the Provifions of this ~eeflary

Law more efficacions. Then the Queftion bemg PUt for whicharc spreed oy
agreeing to the Amendment made by the Lords, it wus cay- < s
ried in the Affirmative, by two Voices only, viz. g1 to §q.

May 14. The King came to the Houfe of Lords with
the ufual State, and the Commons attending, his Mej-iy
gave the Royal Affent to feveral publick and pmate Bis,
and then made a Specch to both Houles of Purliament, us
follows,

Vou IL G My
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My Lords and Gentlemen,
HE Seafon of the Year, and the Difpatch you have
given to the publick Bufinefs, make it proper for

me to put an End to this Seffion of Parliament ; which
I cannot do without exprefling my Satisfaction at the juft
Regard you have fhewn upon: all Occafions, to my Honour,
and to the true Intereft of my People.
¢¢ The Prudence and Temper, with which you have pro-
ceeded at this critical Conjunéture, have been very ac-
ceptable to me, and cannot fail of meeting with general
Approbation : Your feveral Determinations, upon Matters
of the greateft Nicety and Importance, have fhewn you
not infenfible of the Difficulties we labour under, without
fuffering yourfelves to be tranfported, and carried into any
unreafonable Warmths and Animofities. You have con-
fider’d the Lofles of our Merchants, with a becomin
Compaflion and Concern ; and received their Complaints
in fuch a Manner, as will beft conduce to the obtaining
them Juftice and Satisfattion ; and you may be aflur'd,
no Endeavours fhall be wanting, on my part, to anfwer
the Expeftations and Wifhes of my People.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,
* The Supplies which you have granted me, and fo ef-
feQtually raifed, in a Manner the leaft burthenfome to
my Subjets, are a new Proof of your Zeal, Affettion,
and Readinefs to {upport me in the Defence and Protec-
tion of the Rights and Privileges of my Kingdom. It is
a great Satisfaction to me to obferve, that you have been
thus able to fupply the neceflary Charges and Expences
that have been unavoidably brought and continu’d upon
us, and at the fame Time to make a farther Progrefs in
leflening and reducing the National Debt.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
¢ T have already acquainted you, that it being neceflary
for me to vifit my German Dominions this Year, I have
determin’d to make the Queen Regent here, during my
Abfence ; and I muft, in a particular Manner, recommend
it to you all, to make her Adminiftration as eafy as pof-
fible, by preferving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom,
in your feveral Stations and Countries; and by endea-
vouring to difcountenance and reftrain the vile and fedi-
tious Prattices of raifing unjuft Clamours, and creating
Difcontents in the Minds of my People.”

‘Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to
the z2d of July. They were afterwards prorogued to the

13th of January.

SPEECHES
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SPEECHESand DEBATES

In the THIRD SessioN of the

Firft Parliament of King GeorGE IL

of January, and the Commons attending, his Ma-

T HE King came to the Houfe of Peers, on the 13th
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jefty made the following Speech :

My Lords and Gentlemen, v

T is with great Satisfattion I acquaint you, that we

have at length extricated ourfelves from the many
Difficulties and Inconveniences that attended the uncer-
tain State of Affairs in Europe, by having concluded an
abfolute Peace with the Crown of Spain.
‘¢ This Negotiation hath been carry’d on, and finifh'd,
with a perfect Union, Harmony, and Fidelity, between
me and my Allies, with no other View but to prevent the
Miferies and Confufion of 2 War, which if once kindled

in Europe, it had been as hard to know the End, asto

determine the Succefs of fuch a fatal Event.

¢ As this Alliance is built upon the Foundation, and is
agreeable to the Purport and Intentions, of former Trea-
ties, without any Alterations in the principal Articles, but
fuch as tend to render more effeftual, what the contraé-
ing Powers in the Quadruple Alliance were before engaged
to fee perform’d, it is very juftly to be prefum’d, that
from this happy Beginning, the great Work, of a general
Pacification, will foon be perfet and compleat.

* But if, contrary to Expeftation, and in Refentment of
the prefent Engagements, any new Troubles, altho’ with

<« little Profpe€t of Succefs, thould be raifed in Europe, to
¢ oppofe or difappoint the Execution of them, I am confi-
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dent I fhall not want the Support and Affitance of my
Parliament in fo juft a Caufe, which hath the joint Con-
currence of fo many confiderable Powers, for the Honour
and Credit of the prefent Meafures, and their united
Strength, in Maintenance of our mutual Stipulations.
¢ In the mean Time, I can affure you that I have made
it my firft Care to confult the immediate Interefts of thefe
my Kingdoms, preferable to any other Confideration, and
at the Hazard of all other Events.
¢ All former Treaties and Conventions made with Spain,
in favour of our T'rade and Navigation, are renewed and
confirmed ; not only a free and uninterrupted Exercife of
' G2 “ Qur
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Anno 5. Geo.1t. ¢ our Commerce, for the futare, is reftored ; but juft and
1729732 ¢ ample Reftitution and Reparation, for unlawful Seizures
¢ and Depredations, are exprefly ttipulated and agreed to :
¢ In general, all Rights, Privileges, and Pofleffions, in any
¢¢ Manner belonging to me and my Allies, are folemnly re-
¢ eftablifhed, confirmed and guarantuyed, and not one Con-

¢ ceflion is made to the Prejudice of me or my Subjets.

“ By this Means, a Foundatfon is laid for removing all
¢ former Animofities and Mifunderflandings between the
¢ Kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain : And it is not at all
¢ to be doubted, but that, by a faithful Execution of our
# reciprocal Engagements, a perfet Friendfhip betwixt the
¢ two Nations, united by the common Ties of mutual In-
¢ tereft, may be more ftrongly eftablithed and cemented than
€¢ ever,

“ And that my Subjeéts might reap the earlieft Fruits of
¢ this advantageous Peace, I gave Orders for the immediate
‘¢ Reduction of a great Number of my Land-Forces, and for
¢ laying up and difcharging a great Part of my Flcet.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

¢ This will make a confiderable Saving in the Expence
 of the current Year, and I hope it will give a general
# Satisfation to my People, as it is a moft {enfible Pleafure
« to me. 'The proper Eftimates fhall be laid before you,
¢ and I make no doubt but you will grant me the neceflary
*¢ Supplies, and enable me to make good my Engagements
¢ with my Allies, in fuch Manner as fhall be moit effeétual
¢ for the publick Service, and moft eafy to your Fellow
¢ Subjelts.

* You will fee, by the Accounts that will be laid before
¢ you, the State, Produce, and Application of the Sinking
“ Fund, as far as hath been hitherto directed by A& of
¢ Parliament ; and youa will not fail to take into yonr Con-
¢ fideration the farther Difpofition of the growing Produce :
¢ You are the beft Judges, whether the Circumftances of the
¢¢ Sinking Fund, and of the National Debt, will as yet ad-
“ mit of giving FEafc, where the Duties are moft grievous.
¢¢ I have the greatelt Regard for the Sinking Fund, and
* look with Compaffion upon the Hardfhips of the poor Ar«
¢ tificers and Manufacturers. 1 leave it to your Determi-
*“ nation, what may reafonably and with due Caution be
¢ dane upon this critical Confideration.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

«« That we may receive the natural Advantages of our
¢ prefent Sitvation, I muft in the ftrongeft Manner recom-
** mend to you a perfe@ Unanimity among vourfelves ; fuch
¢-as may entirely defeat the Hopes of our Enemies both at
« Home and Abroad: Tic groundlefs Infinuations, Cavils,

| “ and
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and Clamours of fome few ill defigning Perfons, to fhake Anmno 3. Geo.1n.

the Steadinefs of thofe Powers who are already my Allies,
or to hinder others from becoming fo, will, by your
Unanimity, be render’d ineffetual ; and I defire that the
Affe€tions of my People may be the Strength of my Go-
vernment, as their Intereft has always been the Rule of
my Aétions and the Obje&t of my Withes.”

Mr Speaker having reported his Majefty’s Speech, a Mo-

tion was made for an Addrefs of Thanks, which was agreed
to ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up the fame.

Fanuary 15, The Houfe prefented their Addrefs to his

Majefty, as follows:

[ N WY
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Moft gracious Sovereign,

E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjedts,

the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af-
fembled, return your Majeflty our moft humble Thanks
for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne.
* We cannot omit taking this firft Opportunity to congra-
tulate your Majefty upon your happy Return into thefe
Kingdoms: The juft and prudent Adminiftration of the
Government during your Majefty’s Abfence by the Queen
your Royal Confort, ruling by your Authority, and go-
verning by your Example, could alone compenfate for the
want of your Royal Prefence and aufpicious Influence
among us.
¢ The welcome News of your Majefty’s having concluded
an abfolute Peace with the Crown of Spain, effeted by a
perfe&t Union, Harmony and Fidelity between your Ma-
jefty and your Allies, fill'd the Hearts of all your good
People with inexpreflible Joy and Satisfaltion ; and we
fhould be wanting in Daty to your Majeity, in Juftice to
ourfelves, and not anfwer the Expeftations of thofe we
reprefent, if we did mnot approach your Majefty upon this
happy Occafion with Hearts full of Duty and Gratitude,
and with the ftrongeft Acknowledgments of your Majefty’s
Goodnefs, Wifdom, and Refolution ; your Wifdom and
Refolution, in not {uffiring yourfelf to be diverted by any
falfe and malicious Clamours and Infinuations, from fteadily
purfuing the great and defirable Work of giving Peace to
your People; your Goodnefs in confulting the immediate
Interefts of thefe your Kingdoms, preferable to all other
Confiderations, and at the Hazard of all other Events.
¢ This muft convince the World of your Majefty’s pa-
ternal Care and tender Regard for your Britith Dominions,
when we fee all former Treaties made in Favour of our
Trade and Commerce, and for the Security of the Rights,

¢ Privileges,

1:209-30.
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¢ new'd and confirm’d ; when we fee the Crown of Spai
¢ under new and frefh Obligations to your Majetly, not only
¢ to permit to your Subjects a free and uninterrupted Exer-
cife of their Trade and Commerce for the future, but to
make juft and ample Reftitution and Reparation for all for-
mer unlawful Seizures and Depredations.
< The Extenfion of former Engagements, without any ma-
¢ terial Alterations in the principal Articles from the Pur-
¢ port and Intentions of former T'reaties, in order to obtain
¢ thefe great and truly valuable Advantages, without one
¢« Conceflion made to the Prejudice of your Majeity or your
¢ Subjefts, is a Confideration, that to reject, had been lofing
¢ the faireft Opportunity to recover the ancient Freedom and
¢ Liberty of Trade and Commerce to thefe Kingdoms ; and
¢ not faithfully to fulfil and execute what is ftipulated on
¢ your Majefty’s part to fecure a reciprocal Performance from
¢ your Majefty’s Allies, of the Engagements they have en-
< ter'd into, would be abandoning the particular Intereits and
¢ Properties of your Majefty's trading Subjelts ; and to ex-
¢ pofe the Trade and Commerce of this Nation to all the
¢ Hazards and Uncertainties, which they have fo long labour’d
< under.

¢ Thefe Bleflings, fecured to us, will fufficiently compen-
¢ fate all Inconveniencies that can attend the Performance
< of your Majefty’s Engagements : And as it is juitly to be
< prefumed, that a general Pacification and Tranquility in
¢ Europe will be the Confequence of the prefent T'reaty,
¢ the Profpet of feeing this foon compleat and perfeéted
¢ adds greatly to our Satisfaction.

< But if, contrary to Expefltation, and in Refentment to
¢ your Majefty’s juit and prudent Meafures, any new Troubles
¢ (hould be raifed in Europe, to oppofe or difappoint the
< Execution of the prefent Engagements, we think ourfelves
“ obliged by the ftrongeft Ties of Duty, Affetion, and Gra-
¢ titude, to affure your Majefty, that we will ftand by and
¢ fupport your Majefty agzintt ali Infults and Indignities that
¢ thall be offer'd to your Majetty, and that we will enable
“ you to make good your Engagements with your Allies.

¢ The immediate Reduction of fo confiderable a Part of
¢ your Forces by Sea and Land, upon the firlt Notice of the
¢ Confirmation of the Peace, is another Inftance of your
f. Majefty’s Care and Attention to the Eafe and Welfare of
¢ your People ; and the recommending to our Confideration
¢ the State of the Sinking Fund, in fo gracious and conde-
¢ fcending a Manner, obliges us to proceed with ali poflible
¢ Caation and Prudence in an Affair of that Nicety and
¢ Importance, where the earlieft Difcharge of the National

¢ Debt
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* Debt on one Hand, and the Hardfhips of the poor Arti- Amno 3. Ges. 11,
¢ ficers and Manufaturers on the other, require the greateft ‘__’__‘:’f& <
¢ Regard, and deferve the moft mature Deliberation.

* From a due Senfe of thefe many Proofs of your Maje-
¢ fty’s unwearied Endeavours to confult the Happinefs of
¢ your People, we think ourfelves obliged to affure your Ma-
jefty, that this Houfe will, by the beft and moft ealy Me-
thods, effettually raife the neceffary Supplies for the Service
of the current Year ; and by a proper Zeal and Corcern
for the Honour of your Majefty, the publick Tranquility,
and the Good of your People, defeat the vain Expectations
of fuch ill-defigning Perfons, who may flatter themfelves
with the Hopes of being able, by groundlefs Infinuations,
Cavils, and Clamours, to fhake the Steadinefs of thofe
Powers who are already Allies to your Majefty, or to hin-
¢ der others from becoming fo.’

-

A A AR AR A

To the above Addrefs, his Majefty gave this Anfwer.

Gentlemen,

¢ Y Return you my Thanks for this very affetionate and
¢« X loyal Addrefs. The Affurances you have given me, thexinoy Antwer
¢ and the Support of my Parliament in enabling me to make thereto.
¢ good my Engagements with my Allies, will, I promife
< myfelf, greatly contribute towards fettling the general Pa-
¢¢ cification of Europe.

* You may be aflured, that the Confidence you repofe in
¢ me fhall never be made ufe of, but for preferving the pub-
¢ lick Tranquility, for maintaining the Rights and Interefts
¢ of my People, and in Vindication of my Honour and
¢ Dignity.”

Fan. 328. The Commons, in a Grand Committee on the
Supply, took into Confideration the Charge of the Land- peye concerning
Forces for the Service of the Year 1730, and Mr Henry the Number of
Pelham * mov'd, That the Number of effettive Men for .
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, Jerfey and Guernfey, M B Teiham
with 1850 Invalids and 555 Men, for the fix Independent
Companies in the Highlands, be 17,709 Men, Commiffion
and Non-Commiflion Officers included. This Motion was
feconded by Sir William Yonge, but was oppos’d by Mr Pul-
teney, and Lord Morpeth, who were for reducing the Num-
ber to 12z,c00 Men, Mr Pelham in Support of his Motion, i ¥, ey
having urg’d, * That every Reduction, wiich hath been made
within thefe fixteen Years, has been attended with fome ill
Confequence or other, which foon after forc’d us upen a
mere

Sir W. Yonge.

* Secretary al Har,
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Anno 3. Geo, Hl. more confiderable Expence ; and that it would be neceflary

1729-30.

M Shippen,

to continue that Number, if they confulted the Prefervation
of the Government itfelf ; Mr Shippen hereupon ftood up,
and fpoke as follows ;
Mr Speaker,

¢ After the Debates we have had on this Subjeét for many
Years fucceflively, it is hardly poflible to offer any Thing
new ; and Repetition, if I may judge by myfelf, is as dif=
agreeable to thofe that fpeak, as it can be to thofe that
hear. However, a total Silence at this time would mif-
become me, who too often trouble you on Occafions of
lefs Importance, when you are going to put a Queftion,
that tends diretly towards the Eftablifhment of an Army
in Great Britain, which I hope will never be fo far Ger-
manized, as tamely to fubmit to a Military Government,

¢ I will not infinuate, that the honourable Perfon, who
made the Motion, did it rather to comply 