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SPEECHE S

DEBATES
IN THE

Houfe of Commons,
DURING

The Fifth Seffion of the Eighth

Parliament of Great Britain.
March 6, 1738-9.

HE Day appointed for taking the Convention Annor1- Geq,
into Confideration, the Members repaired focarly IL 1738 0.
to the Houfe, that it was computed 400 had ‘" Y ™\J
taken their Seats by Eight o’Clock in the Morn-
ing. The Houfe at laft being refolved into a Committee Merchants
of the whole Houfe, to take into their Confideration the h!:“rdcag-”_"&\
Convention between Great Britain and Spain, the following ?t oen iznt‘ﬁf )
Weft India Merchants and Planters were heard againft it, Commirtee,
viz. Roger Drake,Efq; Rowland Fry, Efg; Thomas Bendifh, viz. Meflrs.
Efq; James Knight, Efq; and William Beckford, Efg; Drake,
Thefe Gentlemen having communicated to the Houfe B':?-’l,difh’
what they had to offer againit the Convention, feveral Wit- Knigae,
nefles were ordered to attend, and Papers to be read, which Beckford.
took up all that and the following Day.
Tharfday, March 8. The Houle having again refolved The Commit.
ttlelf into-the fame Committee, tee requmed.
Horace Walpole fpoke to the following Parpofe:

Sir,
¢ The great Pains that have been takento influence all tfarace v al-

Ranks and Degrees of Men in this Nation, againft the late pole.
You. VI B Meafures
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Anno12Geo. Meafures of his Majefty’s Adminiftration, and the Preju-
II. 1733-9. dices which fome Gentlemen even in this Houfe may en-
tertain againft that Meafare which is now under our Con-
fideration, malke it neceffary for me to endeavour to remove
thefe Prejudices before I make that Motion, with which I

intend to conclude.

«1 fhall begin, Sir, with this general’Obfervation, that
when Differences arife between two Nations, an immediate
Declaration of War feldom is, and never ought to be, the
firlt Refolution of either. If thofe Differences proceed from
any Difpute about a Matter of Right, juftice and Hu-
manity require that Endeavours fhould be ufed to have
thofe Difputes determined in a peaceable Way, each Party
making reafonable Conceflions to the other, before Recourfe
be had to the deceitful and uncertain Fortune of War; and
if they relate to Injuries done, or Violences committed,
the fame Juftice and Humanity require’ that Satisfattion
fhould be afked in an amicable Manner by the Party of-
fended, and peremptorily denied, or unreafonably delay’d,
by the Party offending, before Hoftilities are refolved on.

nd this Method of Proceeding is founded not only upon
the Di&ates of Reafon and Humanity, kut in the Cafe
between us and Spain upon the pofitive Wards of Trea-
ties,

¢ But the Expediency and Juftice of this, Sir, are flill
greater when the Aftronts or Injuries offered proceed only
from private Subjefts; becaufe the Honour of no Nation
can be injured but by another, by fome public or national A¢t ;
therefore, when any Injury is done, or Aftront given by
the Subjefts of one State to thofe of another, the State,
whofe Subjetts have been injured, cught to apply to the
other for Satisfattion, and ought not to lock upon its Ho-
nour as any way affeCted, till the State, whofe Subjeéls
committed the Violence, has made the A& its own, by
refufing to punith the Tranfgreflors, or to make Repa-
ration for the Damage fuftained.

¢ Gentlemen I obferve, in talking of the Differences be-
tween Spain and us, affett to talk a great deal of the Ho-
nour of this Nation. I would be as jealous of the Honour
of this Nation as any Gentleman; but give me leave to fay,
that true Honour ought to be founded upon Juftice and Hu-
manity. Ambition or Intereft may prompt fome Nations
to make Conquefts, and fuch Nations may, and do often
break through this eftablithed Rule of Juitice and true
Honour, by laying hold of the moft frivolous Pretence for
engaging in War, without any previous Application for an
Accommodation. But as it is not the Intereft ;{ this

ation
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Nation to make Conquefts, and as, I hope, eur Ambition Anno 12.Geo.
will never provoke us to a& contrary to our Intereft, we IL. _1738-9.
can therefore have no Motive for tranfgrefling this Rule,
with regard to the Differences that may arife between us
and any Nation in Europe.

¢« Upon this Maxim, Sir, and in this Light, if we confider
the Treaty now before us, I believe it will appear to be
not only a juft and honourable Meafure, but the only jufk
and honourable Meafure we could take, with regard to the
Differences now fubfiiting between us and Spain; fome of
which are fuch as proceed from Difputes that have lately
arifen about Matters of Right; and the reft are fuch as pro-
ceed from the Violences and Depredations that have been
committed by fome of the Subjeéts of that Kingdom againft
the Subjelts of this. As the Matters of Right which are
in Difpute are of great Confequence to us, as Spain had
little or no Reafon to raife any Difpute about them, and as
their Depredations have been great and frequent, if it had
been our Intereft to endeavour to conquer any Part of the
Spanifh Dominions, or if his Majefty had been influenced
by Ambition, and a Purfuit after a glaring but falfe Re-
nown, he might, and probably would have laid hold of
thefe Differences, as a juft Pretence for declaring War
againft Spain, without the leaft Attempt to have them re-
conciled by amicable Means; but as it is not the Intereft
of this Nation to make Conquells, his Majefty confidered
the Peace and Happinels of his People as the moft folid
Foundations of his Glory; therefore he often applied
before laft Summer to the Court of Spain for having the
Differences fubfiting between the two Nations accom-
modated in a Friendly Manner, which that Court always
found fome Excufe or another for delaying ; but at laft his
Majefty, upon the Application from both Houfes of Parlia-
ment laft Seffion, made a peremptory Demand, and infited
upon a fpeedy and categorical Anfwer ; and till that Anfwer
fhould arrive, his Majefty refolved, according to the Maxim
1 have mentioned, and according to the Advice of his Par-
liament, to fufpend all kind of Hoflilities, When the
Court of Spain faw that the Affair could be no longer put
off with Safety, they appeared willing to enter immediately
into a ferious Difquifition of the Rights that were in Dif-
pute; and to fhew themfelves in earneft, they propofed to
have the Account between the two Nations immediately
{ettled, and to pay, in a fhort time, whatever fhould appear
to be due from them on account of any Depredations upon
the Balance, From hence his Majeity juftly conceived,
¢hat there was a Probability of having all our Differences
" B2 accoms
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Anne 12 Geo. accommacated, and. therefore he could not in Juftice or

IL '1-38 9. Honour commence Hoftilities, or refufe to accept of a pre-
liminary Convention, by which we were to obtain Satif-
faction for all paft Injuries, and by which we were to be
put into the moit probable Method, nay, the only Method
that could be propofed, for obtaining in a fhort time a
full Security againit all future.

¢ To this [ muft add, Sir, that his Majefty’s agreeing to
this Preliminary Convention, and refolving to fufpend
Hoftilities, till he fhould fee what Effe& this Preliminary
might produce, was not only the jufteft and the moft ho.
nourable Meafure he could purfue, but it was agreeable to,
and in fome Meafure a necellary Confequence of, the Ad-
vice given him laft Seffion by both Houfes of Parliament.
By the Addrefles prefented laft Seflion, upon Occafion of our
Differences with Spain, his Majefty was advifed to ufe his
Royal Endeavours with his Catholic Majefly, to obtain
effc@tual Relief for his injured Subjefts; and aflured, that
in cale his Royal and Friendly Inftances for procuring
Juttice, .and for the future Security of that Navigation and
Commerce, which his People had an undoubted Right to
by Tireaties and the Law of Nations, fhould not be able to
procure from the Equity and Friendfhip of the King of
Spain fuch Satisfaction, as his Majefty might reafonably ex-
p.&t from a good and faithful Ally, the Parliament would
effe@ually fupport his Majefty in taking fuch Meafures, as
Honour and Juftice fhould make it neceflary for him to pur-
fue. Now, 5ir, if by this Convention his Majeity has got
fuch Reparation, and fuch Security, as he could reafonably
expect, it muft be allowed, that his refufing to accept of it
would have been alling dire&tly againft the Advice given
him by Parliament; and that we have got as much Re-
‘putation, and as much Security, as any reafonable Man
could expeé&t by a Preliminary Coavention, I fhall now en-
deavour to thew. ‘

« With regard to Reparation, Sir, for paft Injyries, it is
not only finally adjufted, but a certain Sum promifed to be
p2id within a very fhort time after the Exchange of the
Ratificatigns. As there were mutual Demands with refpeét
to- Damages (uftained, it became neceffary to fettle and ba-
Yance the Account; for T am fure no reafonable Man could
expe@, that we fhould recrive full Reparation for all the
Damage done to us by Sprin, and allow nothing for the
Pamage that had been done by us to that Nation. Upon
examining therefore, and ftating our mutwual Demands,
it appeared that our Demands upon Spain, according toa
Calculation made by our own Commiflaries, amounted ta

39¢,0004
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205,000 /. and that the Demands of Spain upon us amount- Anno. 1 2.Geo.
ed to 60,000/, fo that there was a Balance due to us of II. 1738-9.
140,000 /. which Sum his Catholic Majefly propofed to VW™
pay to us, by giving Aflignments upon his Revenues in
Amcrica, being the only Means he had for paying (o large

2 Sum ; but as we knew the Tedioufnefs and Precarioufnefs
of that Fund, it was propofed to make an Allowance for
prompt Payment, if his Catholic Majeflty would engage ta
pay the Money in a fhort time here at Londan, and the Al-
lowance agreed on was 45,000 /. which reduced the Sum
due to us to 95,000/ and this Sum his Catholic Majefty
has exprefsly promifed, by this Convention, to pay here at
London in four Months after the Exchange of the Ratifi-
cations, From hence it appears, Sir, that we have not only
got all the Reparation any reafonable Man could expedt,
but all the Reparation we could with any Pretence of Juftice
infit on. For tho' there were perhaps fome other fmall
Articles, which we might have added to the Sum of
our Demands, yet it muft be allowed, they were fuch
Trifles, as not to be worth minding in a Tranfa&ion be-
tween two powerful Nations; and if we had infifted on
them, it would have been eafy for Spain to have balanced
them with Articles of the fame Kind, which were not at
firlt brought into her Account.

« Now, Sir, as to our future Security, every Man that un-
derftands what it means mult know, that it depends entire.
ly upon thofe Matters of Right that are now in Difpute be-
tween Spain and us ; and that therefore it cannot be clearly
and effettually provided for, till thofe Rights are particularly
gxamined into, and fully explained. But could any rea-
fogable Man expeét, that it was poffible to do this in a few
Weeks, or by a Preliminary Convention ? It is a Difcuffion
that depends not only upon feveral difputable Points in the
Law of Nature and Nations, but likewife upon feveral
Fa&s and Circumftances that muft be enquired into, and
this Enquiry can be made in the Weft-Indies only. For this
Reafon we could not fo much as defire Spain to do more
than they have done. They have agreed to refer this Dif-
cuffion to Plenipotentiaries, and that thofe Plenipotentiaries
fhall be obliged finally to decide the Affair within the
fhort Term of eight Months; which is all we could ex-
pedt, and all we could with any Juftice or Reafon defire,
‘Therefore, if there had not been one Word in this Treaty,
from whence it could be prefumed that Spain had paffed
from, or given up any of thofe Rights fhe has lately fet up,
yet the Treaty might have been faid to be a good Prelimi-
mary, and fuch a one as his Majeity ought to have acccpwg

ol
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Krno 12.666. of, rather than engage the Nation in a War. But this is
3L r78-9. ot the Cafe: The principal Right Spain pretends to, and
«/ the moft deftruétive Right for this Nation to fubmit to, is
that of Searching our Ships on the open Seas of America,
and making Prize of them, in cafe any Spanifh Money or
Effeéts be found on board. This Right Spain has, éven by
this Preliminary, in effet given up. That of Searching
eur Ships upon the open Seas, they have allowed to be
a Caufe of Complaint, which, if not ftopped and pre-
vented, might occafion an open Rupture between the two
Crowns: They have allowed it to be a Grievance, which
ought to be removed. Can the Exercife of a juft Right be
allowed to be a Caufe of Complaint? Can it be allowed to
be a Grievance ! Whoever does fo, difclaims the Right;
and therefore we muft conclude, that Spain has, even by
this Preliminary, in effe® difclaimed the Right of Search-
ing our Ships upon the open Seas of America, which to me
is 2 firong Indication that they intend to difclaim it by the
definitive Treaty, in the moit exprefs Terms we can pro-
ofe.

P Sir, The Court of Spain has not only acknowledged the
Searching our Ships on the open Seas, and confifcating them
for having Spanith Money or Effe®s on board, to be 2
Grievance which ought to be removed, but they have in
fome meafure direCtly owned it to be wrong : They have
allowed it to be an Injury, by giving us Reparation for
what our Merchants have fuffered by that Pra&ice. There-
fore the Plenipotentiaries appointed by this Convention
are not to determine whether it be a Grievance or not!
"This s a Point which is not referred to their Difcuffion : It
11 already determined : They are only to confider, contrive,
and adjuft the proper Methods for removing it ; and in this
too they are circumfcribed ; for the Regulations they are to
contrive and agree on for this Purpofe muft be according to
the Treaties now fubfifting between the two Crowns; and
thofe Regulations mult be contrived and fully fettled within
eight Months after their firft Meeting, which is to be but.
fix Weeks after the Exchange of the Ratifications ; fo that
the Affair muft be finally concluded before the Middle of
November next. Therefore the chief Queftion now {eems
to be, whether we ought to go to War, rather than grant
the Court of Spain a Delay of eight Months, for giving us
full Satisfattion and abfolute Security ; and I do not think
that any Man who confiders the prefent Circumftances of
Europe, or the prefent Circumftances of this Nation, would
be for involving his Country in a darigerous and expenfive

‘War, rather than grant {uch & Delay. -
*« War,
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..« War, Sir, let the Profpe&t of Succefs be what it will, is Anno g2 Geq;
both a dangerous and a deftructive Expedient to any Nation, II. 1738-9.
efpecially a trading and induftrious Nation: It is the Bane
of Trade, and the Parent of Idlenefs. It gives your
Neighbours an Opportunity to undermine you in feveral
Branches of your Trade, and drawsa great many of your
own People away from ufeful Labour and Induftry, not only
during the War, but for ever; for thofe who have been,
for but a few Years, accuftomed to live in Idlenefs, by Ra-

ine and Violence, can never afterwards fubmit to get their
grcad by the Sweat of their Brow. Befides, it may prove
dangerous to your Liberties : For fupporting and carrying
on 2 War with Vigour, great Armies muft be raifed : When
the War is ended, you may perhaps find it dificult to
difband your Armies: The Generals will be againft it; and
the Soldiers, having loft the Hopes of living by the Plundex
of their Enemies, may refolve to live by the Plunder of
their Country. War therefore, even with the molt flatter-
ing Profpett of Succefs, ought to be avoided by a trading,
free Country, if poflible. The Event is doubtful, let the
Hopes of either Party at the Beginning be never fo well
founded. It is not the firk Time we have heard of the
Event of a War’s turning out contrary to all human Ap-

earances. We have a freth Inflance of this before our
yes. All Europe thought the Emperorengaged in the
Wir againft the Turks with great Odds on his Side ; bug
we find ourfelves difappointed in our Expefations; the
Odds are already turned againtt him, and little Hopes left
of his coming off with Honour, much lefs with Advantage.

"« Whoever confiders thefe Things, Sir, muft think, thag
if the Circumflances of Affairs in Europe were entirely fa-
vourable for us, if our own Circumftances were as happy as
we could wifh, we ought not wantanly to engage in a War:
But when we confider that the Circumftances of Europe were
never in a more unhappy Sitvation for us than at prefeat,
and that our own Circumflances are far from being in 3
bappy. Situation, who is it will fay, a War is not by all
means to be avoided ? The powerful Kingdom of France is
now in greater Vigour. than ever it was fince the Reign of
their Charles the Gireat ; it is now governed by wife Coun-
fels, and in perfet Unity and Concord within itfelf. The
King of Franceis bound, not only by Intereft, but by the
Ties of Blood, to aflit-the King of Spain; and as an Ad-
dition to this Obligation, there is now forming, for aught I
know, already concluded, a Treaty of Alliangce between
them. Ifwe declare War againft Spain, we muft therefore
sxpect that France will take Part with Spain againtt us; and

lbu'
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Anno t2.Geo. tho’ I have fo good an Opinion of my Couantry, as to thinke
I. #738-9. we are more than a Match for the one, and at leaft an equal
L7 Y™N\J Match for the other, yet I cannot be fo vain as to think
we are an equal Match for both; and confequently, I muft
think, we have Reafon to be afraid of finking under the
Burden, unlefs we can get fome of the other great Powers
of Europe to affift us.
¢ Let us now look ronnd Europe, Sir, and we fhall find with
Regret there is not at prefent any one of the Powers thereof,
on whom we could, in fuch a Cafe, depend for an effetual
Affitance, The Houfe of Auftria is now in fo weak a Con-
dition, and fo much reduced by the Misfortunes they have
met with in their War againft the Turks, that they could not,
if they would, afford us any Afliftance ; and if they could,
%tis a Queltion if they would ; for their Counfels feem at
prefent to be too much dire&ted by French Influence. The
Dutch are at prefent in a poor and helplefs Situation; for
tho’ the Subjetts of moft of the United Provinces are rich
and in affluent Circumftances, their Government is extreamly
Jow, and almoft all their public Revenues mortgaged or
anticipated ; which makes them backward to engage in
War: That tho’ they have met with as bad Treatment from
Spain as we have done, tho® as many Dutch Ships, in pro-
portion, have been unjuftly feized by the Spaniards, yet
have they never yet attempted, nor do they feem to have
the leaft Inclination to refent thefe Injuries in any hoftile
Manner, The Princes of Germany are now conterding
amongft themfelves about the Succeflion to fome Parts of
the Palatinate ; and that Contention may perhaps break
out into an open Rupture. Of the Princes of Italy, the
two moft potent may probably be engaged in the Alli-
ance againit us; and the King of Portugal dares not afift
us, I even doubt if he would dare to admit our Men of
War into his Ports. Then, if we look Northward, of
- the two Northern Kingdoms, the moft powerful feems
already to be united againft us; and the Mufcovites, if they
were inclined, are at too great a Diftance to afford us any
Relief, Thus, Sir, we are at prefent without any one Ally
upon the Continent, that would give us Aflitance ; and in
cafe of a War, the two moft potent Kingdoms in Europe
would probably be united againft us; nay, I do not know
but that the greateft Part of Europe would unite againft us;
and when the Affairs of Europeare in fuch Circumitances,
would it not be the Height of Madnefs in us to engage 1z
War, if we can by any Art, or by any Means, avoid or de-
lay it?

¢ But this, Sir, is not our only Misfortane at prefent. Our
: domé-
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domeftic Circumftances are far from being in fuch a2 Con- Anno r2.Geo.
dition as may encourage us to engage in War. Our People !I. 1738-0.
are already taxed almoft as much as they can poffibly bear ;
and moft of thofe Taxes mortgaged for paying the Debts
we contrated in the late War: T'he Overplus of our pub-
lic Revenue is hardly fufficient for fupporting our Civil
Government in Time of Peace. If we go to War, we
muft lay on new or additional Taxes: This will increafe
thofe Animofities and Divifions that now prevail too much
amongit us; and will caufe that Party to raife its Head,
which has not dared to look up for near twenty Years paft,
If we goto War, our Enemies will certainly endeavour ta
bring us into Confufion at Home, by embracing the Caufe
of the Pretender : ‘The War itfelf will be made the Caufe
of the Pretender; and when our People find every Year
new Loads of Taxes laid upon them, many of them may
begin to afcribe all the Misfortunes they labour under, to
the illuftrious Family now upon our Throne, which will
make them ready to join any Number of foreign 'I'roops
that thall invade us, with the Pretender at their Head. [f
France and Spain thould join againft us, it will be impofli-
ble for us to guard our Coafts, by means of our Navy, fo
clofely, as that it may not be in their Power to throw a
few regular Troops into fome Part of the Ifland; and this
might give us fo much to do at Home, that we thould nei-
ther have Leifure nor Power to diftrefs our Enemies, or pro-
te& our Plantations Abroad.

¢ I have as juft a Senfe as any Man can have of the Suffer-
ings of our Merchants, and of the Indignities that have
been put upon the Nation by the Spanith Guarda Cofta’s ;
but national Refolutions, Sir, ought not to be directed by
Paflion: We may, we ought to {hew a proper Refentment ;
but our Refentment ought to be governed by Pradence;
and if it is, we mauft fufpend fhewing it, till 2 Change in
the Circumftances of Europe prefents us with a favourable
Opportunity, which, in all Probability, we fhall not be long
obliged to wait for. Therefore, if this Conventios had
not been fo favourable as it appears to be, his Majefty ought,
I think, in the prefent Conjunéture, to have accepted of
it. 'This is the Opinion I muft form, from the View I
have of the prefent Pofture of Affairs, and from Circum-
ftances that are publicly known ; but his Majelty may know
many Circumftances which we do not know, and which he
cannot communicate to this Houfe; and therefore in fuch
Cafes, we ought to be extremely cautious of refufing our
Approbation to a Meafure which his Majefty has thought
fit to approve of. Such a Caution would have been ne-

You. VI, C ceflary,
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Arno 12.Geo. ccflary, even tho’ this Convention hed appeared to have
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been altogether. unfatisfaétory ; but I have fhewn, I think,
that we have got by it all that could be reafonably. expedted
by a Preliminary ['reaty ; from whence we have good Rea-
fon to hope, that in eight Months Time we fhall obtain by
a definitive Treaty all we can defire, which is a Delay, I
am f{ure, not worth our while to go to Wap for, There-
fore, I muil think, I am fully warranted in what I am to
ropofe, which is,
¢ That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his:Majeity tor
return the Thanks of tliis Houfe for having the Convention:
communicated to us; and to exprefs our jult Senfe of his
Royal Care for the true Intereft of his People, in bringing
the Demands of his Subje@s to a final Determination ;
and for procuring a fpeedy Payment for the Lofles the
Merchants {uflained by the Spaniards, by a certain ftipulated
Sum. And to declare our Satisfation in the Foundatiow
his Majelty has laid for preventing and removing.the like
Grievances and Caufes of Complaint for the fature, and for
preferving the Peace between the two Nations, and our Re-
Jiance on his Majefty that effe@ual Care: will be taken in
the folemn T'reaty to be made pur{uant to this Convention,
that the Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas may:
be fully fecured and eftablithed for the future; and that his
Mzjefly’s Subje@ts may enjoy unmolefted their undoubted
Righ: of Navigating and Trading to and from any Part of
his Majefly’s Dominions, without being liable to be ftopped,
vifited, or fearched on the open Seas, or ta any.other Vio-
lation of the Treaties fubfiting between Great Britain and
Spain, as the only. Means to preferve upon a:lafting Foun-
dation a good Correfpondence and Friendfhip between the
two Crowns ; and that in regulating and fettling the Li«
mits of his Majefty’s Dominions in- America, in the Treaty:
to be made with Spain, the greateft Regard will be had to
the Rights ard Pofleflions belonging to his Majefty’s Crownr
and Subjects. And to aflure his Majefty, that in cafe
his Majelly’s juft ExpeQations fhall not be anfwered, thac
this Houfe will fupport his Majefty in taking fuch Meafures
as may be moft conducive to vindicate the Honour and Dig-
nity of his Majefty’s Crown, and the Rights. of his People.”
Mr. Campbel of Pembrokethire.
Sir,
¢ I ftand up to fecond the Motion which the Honourable
entleman near me has been pleafed to make ; and I fecond
it, becaufe, I think, the neceflary Confequence of our not
agreeing to it, would be an immediate War. Now, as I
tuak we have got by this Convention as much as we could
‘ expeld
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expeft by a Prelimidary Article, for with refpeét to our fu- Annoq 1 G-a.
ture Security it can be called nothing elfe, nor was it potii- 1. 1733 .
ble in fo thort a Time to make it any thing elfe; and, as W/ ¥ N\
I think, that the Court of Spain’s agreeing to this Con-
vention, efpecially that Part of it which ftipulates an im-
mediate Reparation, furnifhes us with a ftrong Prefumption
that they are inclined to do us Juftice, and that we fhall in
a fhort time obtain fufficient Security for the Freedom of
our Trade and Navigation in Time to come; therefore, [
muft think a War quite unneceffary, and no War can be
juft that is not neceffary, mor can any War be hoiourable
that is net juft.
¢ This Confideration, Sir, oonvinces me, that we ought
to approve of this Convention; and my Honourable Friend
has taken Care to put fome Words or Expreflions into the
Addrefs he has been pleafed to propofe, which, in my
Opinion, will obviate the only material Objeion I have
heard made to this Treaty. Our Merchants {feem to think,
that our Rights and Poffeffions in America are not {ufhi-
ciently fecured to us by the Terms of this Preliminary ;
and therefore they apprehend, that fome of them are to be
given up by our Plempotentiaries. Thefe Apprehenfions,
I think, there can be no Ground for, from any Word or
Exprefion in this Preliminary; nor can athy Man entertain
{uch a2 Thought, if he confiders the inviolable Attachment
his Majefty has always fhewn for the Rights and Privileges
of his People, and that our Plenipotentiaries can do nothing
without his Order, nor finally agree upon any thing with-
out his Approbation ; but if it were poflible to apprehend,
that any of our Rights or Pofleflions are in Danger of being
loft, or given up by the definitive Treaty that is to be con-
ciuded in purfuance of this Preliminary, even that Pofk.
bility muft be taken away, by our declaring, in the Addrefs
propofed, our Relianceon his Majefty, that from his conftant
Attention to the Honour of his Crewn, and the undovbted
Rights of his People, effe€tual Care will be taken, that ths
Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas may be fully
fecured and eftablifhed for the future; and that in regu-
fating and fettling the Limits of his Majefty’s Dominions
in America, the greatelt Regard will be had to the Rights
and Pofleflions belanging to his Majefty’s Crown and Subje&s,
' By thefe Words, I fay, Sir, the very Poflibility of ap-
prehending any Danger to our Rights or Pofleffions mutt
be effeCtually removed ; for after {uch a full and explicic
Declaration of Parliament, what Minifter will dare to ad-
vife his Majefty to give any Infirutions, or to ratify any
Treaty, for giving up, ar incroaching in the leaft upon, any
' C: or
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Anne 1 2.Geo. of our Rights or Pofleflions in America ? Therefore, I think
1L 1738-5. no one good Reafon can be afligned for our refufing to give
L/ V™D fuch an Approbation to this Convention, as the Honourable

Sir Thomas
Sandcrion.

Gentleman has been pleafed to propofe ; for really, in my
Opinion, it looks more like a Declaration of what we ex-
pec by the folemn ‘Treaty that is to be concluded, than an

Approbation of the Preliminary that has been already con-
cluded.

* Sir Thomas Sanderfon.

Si1r,

¢ The Great Defign, and the chief Ufe of Parliaments,
is, to prefent to our Sovereign the Opinions as well as
Grievances of the People; and this Houfe in particular is
defigned as 2 Check upon Minifers, and as a Sort of Mir-
ror, in which the Counfels, the Aétions, and the Meafures
of Minilters are to be truly and faithfully reprefented to
their Mafter. In abfolute Monarchies the King can never
know, by any legal Means, whether the Meafures he is ad-
viled by his Mainiflers to purfue be agreeable to his Peo-
ple: He can never be informed of their being difagreeable,
but by the Infurre@ions or Rebellions of the People, which
generally end in the D firuftion of a great many Subjets,
and often in the Ruin of the Sovereign. This is a Mif-
fortune that in this Kingdom we fhall always be free from,
whiie we have Parliaments, and fuch Parliaments as are in-
dependent of the Adminiftration. But if ever our Parlia-
ments fhould come to be under the Direttion of the Mi-
nifter, for the Time being, they would be ufelefs, they would
be pernicious ; becauie they would be made ufe of only for
impofing upon the King with the'greater Aflurance, and for
opprefling the People with the greater Security. There-
fore, 1 hope, that in this Houfe we fhall upon all Occafions
talk to our King, not in the Language of his Minifters, but
in the Language of Truth, in the Language of his People.
¥Yor this Reaton, while I have the Honour to have a Seat
here, 1 fhall never join in any Addrefs to the Throne that
may in the leaft contribute towards inducing my Sovereign
to form fuch an Opinion of any public Meafure, as may be
contrary to the Opinion I have, upon a thorough Enquiry,
formed of it, and contrary to the Opinion which, I know,
the People in general have formed of it, The Convention
now before us, in my Opinion, is the moft difhonourable,
the moft deceitful, the moft ruinous Treaty this Nation
ever made: I will be bold to fay, that gg out of a 100 of

the

* Then Treafurer to the Prince of Wales, Now Earl of
Scarborough.



(13)

the People are of the fame Opinion ; and fhall I agree to Anno1zGeo.
an Addrefs, which muft make the King believe, if he be- IL. 1738-¢
lieves what we fay, that it is an honourable, fair, and ad-

vantageous T'reaty ?

« The Honourable Gentleman and his Friends may, if
they pleafe, Sir, call the latter Part of the Addrefs he has
propofed a Declaration of what we expe&t by the folemn
'Treaty that is to be concluded ; but the firit Part isa down-
right Approbation of the Convention; and is therefore in-
confiftent with the latter ; for it would, in my Opinion, be
ridiculous in us to fay, we expett or hope for any thing
from a folemn Treaty that is to be concluded in purfuance
of a Preliminary, by which every thing we have to expe&,
or hope for, is previoufly given up, and almoft exprefsiy
furrender’d. Out of the Regard I have, and I hope, fhall
always have for his Majefty, I muft, in examining the
Addrefs propofed, leave his Name out, and {ubftitute in its
Room, the Name or Term Minifter, or Negotiator. Shall
-1, Sir, upon Occafion of this Convention, exprefs my moft
grateful Acknowledgments for the Minifter’s, or Nego-
tiator's particular Care, and tender Regard for the Interefts
of the People, when I think that in negotiating and agree-
ing to this Convention, he has fhewn no Caie, no Regard
for, but on the contrary has facrificed, I fhall not {ay be-
tray’d, the moft valuable, the moft facred Rights of his
Country ? Shall I fay, that a final Adjultment of our long
depending Demands has been obtained by this Convention,
when I {ee, that inftead of adjufting, we have releafed
them ? Shall I fay, that any Payment is to be made by
Spain upon that Account, when it appears that Spain is
not to pay one fingle Groat, when it appears that no one
Shilling is {fo much as ftipulated, but what is to be paid by
one Part ot our own Subjeéts to another ? Or, fhall I fay,
I am fatisfied with the Foundation the Minifter or Nego-
tiator has laid, for preventing the like Grievances and
Caufes of Complaint for the future, when I am convinced
that, by this Convention, a Foundation is laid for increafing
them, and for rendering them perpetual ? God forbid, Sir,
that any Member of this Houle fhould behave in fuch a
flavifh Manner towards the Minifter, or in {fuch a deceitful
Manner towards his Sovereign.

¢ I fhall allow, Sir, that when Differences arife between
two Nations, War ought not to be refolved on till Appli-
cation be firft made for havingthem removed by a friendly
Accommodation ; but that Application ought to be made in
an honourable Manner, and {uitable to the Dignity of the
Nation that makes it. If the Matters of Right that are

begun
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Anno 1 2.Geo. begun to be difputed be fuch as are really doubtful, 2 Ne-

L. 2738-9. gotiation may be fet on Foot for having them explained ;
but to difpute the molt undoubted Rights, Rights that are
eftablithed by the Law of Nature as well as by particular
Treaties, is one of the greateft Infnlts that can be put by
one Nation upon another; and therefore, the only Appli-
cation that can be made is a peremptery Demand for having
them acknowledged in the moft explicit Terms: To ne-
gotiate, or to treat about fuch Rights, is to betray them.
Again, when Violences are committed by the Subjeéts of
one Nation upon thofe of another, Satisfaétion may be de-
smanded, nay, I fhall grant that it ought to be demanded in
a peaccable Manner, before refolving to take Satisfadtion
by Force of Arms ; but this Satisfaftion ought to be re-
quired, not fyed for; and much lefs {ued for again, after
many affeéted Delays or fham Excufes : To require Satif.
faftion in a peaceable but dignified Manner is prudent, is
commehdable ; but to fue and {ollicit for it is mean, abje&,
and dithonourable ; and when a Nation coatinues to fue far
jt, under frequent Repetitions of the fame Sort of Vio-
lences, it is ridiculous, it is mi{chievous.

« This, I am afraid, is our Cale with regard to Spain.
‘We have negotiated about our undoubted Rights, we have
fued for Satisfaction, and have {o long continued negotiating,
that we have at laft rendered ourfelves ridiculous and con-
temptible, In this Opinion I am confirmed by the Treaty
now under our Confideration: A Treaty which they feem
to have impofed upon us as the Coupde Grace to that Cha-
ralter we formerly had among the Princes and Potentates
of Europe. After difputing with us fuch undoubted Rights,
and committing fo many and fuch unheard-of Depredations
upon our Merchants, if they had not had the utmoft Con.
tempt of our Underflanding, as well as Power, it was im-
poflible they could have thought of impofing fuch a Treaty
upon us : A Treaty by which they have, under the Pre-
tence of giving us a Foundation for obtaining future Se-
curity, obliged us to give up thofe Rights upon which it
depends; and inflead of giving us Reparation, they have
obliged us to give them a general Releafe; nay farther,
they have obliged us to -give up to them, for much lefs
than the true Value, five Britith Ships and their Cargoes,
which they had, before this Treaty was thought of, obliged
themfelves to reftore. If they had given us a flat Denial,
if they had abfolutely refufed to give us any Security or
Reparation, it would have been fhewing a Contempt of our
Power only ; but to prefume to palm upon us fuch a fham
Security, and fuch a fallacious Sort of Reparation, is thew.

lﬂg
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ing the utmolt Contempt of our Judgment, as well as our Anno r2.Geo,
Power. As yet the Contempt can fall upon our Negotia. I _1738-9.
tors only ; but if this Houfe fhould give amy thing like a
Santion to fuch a Treaty, the Contempt muit fall upon the
Nation, or at leaft upon- that which is called the Wifdome
of the Nation.

¢ In order, Sir, to make good what I have faid, I muft
heg Leave to confider what we ought to have had, and whe-
ther we have got, by this Treaty, fo much as the Hopes of
obtaining any ome Thing we ought to have had, [ believe
every Gentleman will allow, that we ought to have had
feme Satisfadtion for the many Infults the Spaniards have
put upon the Crowar and Flag of Great Britain, To.fomet
this. may appear: to be merely a Point of Honour; bat tar
me it appears {a material;. that I' think we can have no fu.
ture Security without it. No Treaty, no Regulations you
can make, will, in my Opinion, fignify any Thing, withous
fome exemplary Satisfaétion; for the Spanith Governors
and Captains of Guarda Cofta’s in America will fhew no
Regard to any Treaty or Regulations you can make, if they
find they may tranfgrefs them with Impunity. Whereas,
if fome of theofe Governorsand Captains that have robbed
our Merchants had been hanged, as they. highly deferve,
and - their Bodies hung: up in Chains, upon the moft con-
fpicnaus Capes of Cuba, Hifpaniolo,. and Porto-Rico, it
would have fbewn all fuch for the future what they were
to expect; if they infulted the Crown, or injured the Sub~
jetts of Great Britain. But the Court of Spain, being re«
folved to grant nothing that might any way contribute to
our future Security, refolved not to allow the Word Satif-
fallion to be fo much as once mentioned in this Treaty :
Even the Spanith Pirate who cut off Captain Fenkins’s Ear,
making ufe at the fame Time of the moft-infulting Ex-

efion. towards the Perfon of our King, an Expreflion
ghich no Bricifh Subje&t can decently repeat, an Expreflion
which no Man that has a Regard for his Sovereign can ever
forgive: Even this Fellow, I fay, is to live to enjoy the
Fruits of his Rapine, and remain a living Teftimony of the
cowardly Tamenefs, and mean Submiflion of Great Britain,
and of the triumphant Pride, and ftubborn Haughtinefs of
Spain.

P‘ This alone, Sir, 1s {ufficient to fhew, that we can have
no Hopes of any futare Security ; and yet a fature Security
for the Freedom of our Trade and Navigation was what
we ought principally and peremptorily to have infified on 3
but our negotiating Minifters have not fatisfied themfelves
with negleding it, they have almoft exprefsly, by this Pre-
T T Jiminary,
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Anno 12 Geo. liminary, given it up: They have almoft exprefsly given
. 1738.9. yp the Rights upon which it depends, by referring them
to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ; for if we confider the
Nature of thofe Rights in di{fpute between Spain and us,
upon which our fature Security depends, we muft fee that,
if the Right we pretend to be regulated, it muft be fur-
render’d, and that if the Right Spain pretends to be re-
gulated, it muft be eftablifhed. ‘The Right we pretend to,
the Right which, I hope, the Nation will never depart
from, whatever our Negotiators may do, is a Right toa free
Navigation in the open Seas of America: This Right
the Spaniards, trufting to our Feeblenefs, or our Fondnefs
for Negotiation, have taken upon them to deny : They fay,.
we have no Right to any Navigation in the American Seas
but what they have granted us by Treaty, which is only
whilit our Ships fteer a diret Courfe from one Part of the
Britith Dominions to another. For God’s Sake, Sir, what:
is it, in this Cafe, our Plenipotentiaries are to regulate ?
Are they to regulate what fhall or fhall not be called a di-
re¢t Courfe ! If we agree to any fuch Regulation, can we
afterwards fay, we have a Right to a free Navigation ?
Does not every Gentleman fee, that if this Right be re-

gulated, it muft be given up?
¢ On the other hand, Sir, Spain pretends toa Right to.
fearch our Ships in the open Seas of America, and to feize
and confifcate them, if they be found failing out of their due
Courfe, or if any Goods, which they are pleafed to call
contraband, be found on board. Does not every Gentleman
fee that this Right muft be granted, muit be eft.blifhed, be-
fore it can be regulated ? Therefore, it may be juftly faid,
that, by this Preliminary, we have furrender’d the Right
we pretend to, and eftablifhed the Right the Spaniards pre-
tend to; or at leaft, that we have laid a Foundation for ex-
prefsly furrendering the one, and eftablithing the other,
by the folemn Treaty that is to be concluded 1n purfuance
of this Preliminary, This is the leatt we have done by this
Preliminary ; and that is the more dithonourable, th: more
fecandalous, becaufe the Right we pretend to, is a Right
eftablifhed by the Law of Nature. enjoy’d by all Nations,
and confirmed to us by every rreaty {ubfifting between the.
two Crowns: Whereas, tie Right the Spaniards pretend
to, is a Servitude, which no Nu:ion ever pretended to ims
pofe upon another, nor did ever the moft contempiible
Nation under the Sun fubmit to it. To which | muft add
another Misfortune, that all the Regulations that can, in
cither of thele Cafes, be eftablifhed, are to be explained and
judged of by Spanifh Governors and Captains of Guarda
Cofta’s ;
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Cofta’s; and therefore, we may from their paft Behaviour Arno1: Geo,

conclude, that every Britth Ship they meet with in the Seas 1L 1738-9.

of America will be adjudged to be a Trefpaffer againft
fome of thefe Regulations, and confequently liable to Con.
fifcation.

¢ Thus, Sir, it appears,we have negotiated,we have treated
away all Hopes of future Security ; and now I fhall make
it appear, we have done the fame with refpe& to Repa-
ration for paft Injuries. By a commifforial Way of
Reckoning our Negotiators reduced the Demands of their
Country to 200,000 7. and this Sum, allowinga T'rifle, as
they fay, for prompt Payment, they pretend to have ob-
tained for us: Buthow have they obtained it? They allow
Spain to deduét 60,000/, on account of a moft frivolous
Demand they fet up againft us, and before Spain pays any
thing to us they have allowed them to extort in the moft
unjuftifiable Manner from our South-Sea Company 68,000 /.
Thefe two Sums reduced what Spain was to pay to us, by
Way of Reparation, to 72,000 /. and from this Sum they
have allowed them to deduct 45,000/ a pretty modeft Al-
lowance, for prompt Payment: Then there remains but
27,000 /. and for this they have allowed them to detain,
and convert to their own Ule, five Britith Ships, which the
King of Spain had before promifed to reftore, and had
aftually fent Cedula’s to the Welt-Indies for that Purpofe;
which five Ships, I mean thofe mentioned in the 4th Article
of this Treaty, were worth 30 or 40,000 /. Does not every
one fee, Sir, that inftead of our getting any Reparation by
this Treaty for paft Injuries, we have really allowed the
Spaniards to keep to the Value of at leaft 3, if not 13,000 /.
of what they had before obliged themfelves to reftore?
And this, I fuppofe, our Negotiatiors aliowed them by Way
of a Reward for their allowing the fham, ftipulated Pay-
ment of 95,000/ to be mentioned in this Treaty. In
Confideration of which fham, ftipulated Payment, we have
given them a general Releafe for all Demands, and all pait
Injuries. Sir, if we had freely given them a general Re-
leafe, we might have had fomething to boaft of: We might
have bragged of our generous and forgiving Temper ; but
to be thus choufed out of all our juft Demands, muft make
us the Ridicule of every Foreigner that hears of it. Can
fuch a fham Reparation, fuch a lumping Bargain as this, be
faid to be an Acknowledgment in the Spaniards of their
having been in the wrong to us? So far otherwife, that it
mutft be fuppofed, they infilted upon our lumping away our
Demands 1n this Manner, on purpofe to avoid their being
obliged to acknowledge themfelves in the wrong, or to ac-

You. VI knowledge
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Anno 12 Geo. knowledge that any of our Ships had been unjuftly fearched,
11. 1738-9- feized, or confifcated, except the five Ships they had before
acknowledged to be fo; and provided we would allow them
to keep thefe five Ships, I fuppofe they were willing to
agree, to allow us what they valued them at by way of
Reparation,

¢« This, 8ir, is in reality, whatever we may pretend, the
only Reparation we are to meet with from Spain; and this
Reparation they had promifed us before this Convention
was thought of. The 6o,coo/. which we have allowed
them for their Ships, which we took and deftroy’d in the
Year 1718, can be no Reparation to us, whatever it may
be to them ; becaufe they had no Pretence for any fuch De-
mand. The taking and deftroying of thofe Ships was what
we had a juft Title to from their Infrattion of Treaties:
It was then reckoned fuch a Piece of public Service, that
Sir George Byng was made a Peer for it ; and if we pro-
.am.fed to reftore them by the Treatyin 1721, we performed
that Promife, as far as was incumbent upon us: We pro-
mifed only to reftore them in the Condition they were in :
We did not promife to repair them, or to make them fit
for Service; and if the Spaniards would not take them, be-
caufe they would not be at the Expence of repairing them,
it was their Fault. Therefore I muft fuppofe our Nego-
tiators allowed of this Demand for no other Reafon, butin
o:der to have a Pretence to fay, they had obtained fome Sort
of Reparation; and the 68,000 /. to be paid by our South-
Sea Company, 1 muft look on as a Condefcenfion of the
fame Nature. The King of Spain had juftly no fuch De.
mand upon the Company: If he had, they had much
greater Demands upon him : The Court of Spain itfelf al-
lows they have a juft Demand for above four Times that
Sum; therefore the moft that Court could infift on, was
Compenfation; but the Truth is, I believe, they are re-
folved never to pay the Company a Shilling; and our Ne-
gotiators allowed them to infilt upon the immediate Pay-
ment of this 68,000/, upon a Promife to pay it back to
them by way of Reparation. Can this be called a Repa-
ration made by Spain? Can it be called a Reparation made
to this Nation? If the Company would-agree to pay it,
which I believe they will not, it might be fome Reparation
to our injured Merchants; but a Reparation made to them
by our own South-Sea Company can never bs faid.to be a
Reparation made by Spain; nor can a Reparation made by
one Part of our own People to another be faid to be a Re.

-paration made to the Nation.
« I have now, 1 hope, clearly fhewn, Sir, that by this
Cenvention,
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Convention we have obtained no Satisfallion, no Security, Anno 12 Geo.
no Reparation; but that on the contrary we have given up 1. 17:8-0.
all future Pretences to every one of them. Therefore I
cannot think that any Gentleman who confidem himfelf
only as 2 Member of this Houfe will agree to ourapproach.
ing the Throne of our Sovereign with fuch an Addrefls as
has been propofed. Immediate War may not be the Con.
fequence of our refufing our Approbation; but im:nediate
Infamy to the Nation will, in my Opinion, be the certain
Confequence of our granting it. I fhall allow that War
ought to be avoided. It ought to be avoided by ail Means,
but fcandalous, cowardly Means. A Nation that has once
got the Charaller of being cowardly, or too fearful of en,
gaging in War, muft always be in a Sort of War. They
will always be fuffering War, but never making any. This,
I am afraid, has been too much our Cafe for 17 or 18 Years
paft: We have had our Towns befieged, our Ships taken,
our Merchants plundered, and our Seamen barbaroufly
treated, without our declaring War, or committing any
Hoftilities on our Side. Long before the Treaty of Seville,
the Spaniards began their Depredations : We then bought
Peace at 2 dear Rate; at the Price of facrificing the Friend-
fhip and Confidence of one of our beft Allies. While we
were getting Provinces for Don Carlos, which has fince
procured him Kingdoms, the Spaniards fufpended a little
their Depredations ; but they never granted us any Re-
paration for what was paft, nor Security againft future, tho'
they promifed both by that Treaty: On the contrary, as
foon as their Turn was ferved, they renewed their Depre-
dations with more Vigour and Cruelty than ever. And
fhall we approve of a Treaty, which, infiead of preventing
them, will give the Spaniards what they never had before,
a T'itle to continue them ; for this mult be the Cafe, if in
purfuance of this Preliminary we agree by a folemn Treaty
to any Regulations, either with regard to our Rightto a
free Navigation, or with regard to the Right they pretend
to of Searching our Ships upon the open Seas, and feizing
them, if found failing out of their due Courle, or with any
Goods on board, which they are pleafed to call contraband,
Our agreeing, Sir, to fuch a Treaty mult neceflarily in-
velve us at laft ina War, unlefs we have a Mind to give up
our Plantations and Weft-Tndia Trade : Whereas our refufing
our Approbation to this Preliminary will prevent any fuch
folemn Treaty’s being negotiated, and may preventa War;
for if Spain has the lealt Dread of our Refentment or
Power ; if this Nation is not already brought into the ut-

moft Contempt, when Spain fees that they cannot amufe 2
Dz Britifk
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Annot2.Geo. Britith Parliament, as well as a Britith Miniftry, they will
II. 1738-9. agree to do us Juftice in a peaceable Manner. But for
God’s Szke, Sir, what are we afraid of ? If Spain is not af-
filted by France, 'tis impoflible we can have any Thing ta
fear. If France fhould join againit us; tho’ I may not
perhaps think, we are an equal Match for them both at
Land, yet, I think, we are more than a Match for them
both at Sea ; and there they muft g2in a Superiority, before
they can diftrefs, or greatly hurt this Nation, But fuppofe
we were not: The Honourable Gentleman who made this
‘Motion, has himfelf given a good a Reafon, why we fhould
pot {ubmit to an infamous Peace, The Raceis not to the
Swift, northe Battle to the Strong, ’tis God that gives the
Vi&tory ; and when we have {o julta Caufe, we have great
Reafon to hope for the Aflitance of God Almighty ; which
will be {ufficient for us, even tho’, by means of our late
Negotiations and Condu&, we may now literally fay, We

have none elfe to put our Truft in, but him. '
The Circumflances of Europe, Sir, are indeed at prefent
in a dangerous, a moft terrible Situation; and the prefent
Circumftances of this Nation cannot, ’tis true, be {aid to be
happy ; but the Honourable Gentleman who made this
Motion is, Ithink, one of the laft that ought to have made
ufe of fuch an Argument for our approving of a difho-
nourable or defirudtive Treaty. If we have negotiated the
Affairs of Europe into an unlucky Situation, ’tis well
_, known who ought to be blamed ; and ifthe domeftic Affairs
of this Nation be now in great Diforder, a certain Friend of
his cannot be entirely innacent.  If our Affairs are broughe
to fuch a fatal Crifis, that we muft either forfeit our Ho-
nour, and leave our Plantations and Trade expofed to con-
tinual Infults and Depredations, or engage in an unequal
War, it may be an Argument for fufpending our Refent-
ment, if pofiible, till a more favourable Opportunity offers ;
but it can be no Argument for our agreeing to a difho-
nourable and pernicious Treaty ; efpecially when by fuch
a Treaty we are to get nothing, not fo much as 2 Sufpenfion
of Hoftilities, and are to give a general Releafe of all for-
mer Demands, a general Oblivion of all paft Injuries;
for fince we are to get nothing, I think we ought not to
have paffed from any thing by this Preliminary : Our De-
mands, as well as our Rights, might have been referred to
be regulated by our Plenipotentiaries; and in that Cafe, we
could have infifted or relaxed with regard to the former,
according to the Compliance we had found Spain ready to

ake with re‘gard to the latter.

s I therefole hope, Sir, that no Gentleman will be fright.
: ped
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ged into an Approbation of this Treaty, by the Terrors Annn. 12 Geo.
that have been thrown out; but that on the contrary every I 135 9.
Gentleman will upon this Occafion refume the Spirit of his ™" VW ™~
Anceftors, and rejeét a Treaty which fo evidently blufls the
Honour of his Country. When this is done, we may with
Honour examine into the Terrors we have been threatned
with; and if there be the leaft Ground for them, [ hope it
will be a prevailing Argument for our entering upon a firit
Enquiry into the Condu& of thofe who have brought their
Country into fuch fatal Circumftances; for if we be in fuch
a woful Condition, as to be unable to continue in Peace with
any Degree of Honour, or engage in War with any Prof-
pect of Succefs, I am fure we can expe& no Redrefs from
the future Condut of thofe, who by their palt Conduét have
brought our Affairs, both at Home and Abroad, into fuch
Diftrefs and Confufion,’
Lord Gage,
Sinr,

¢ As incapable as I am of entering into a Debate of I.ord Gage.
this Nature, I can’t with that Duty [ think I owe my
Country, and thofe [ have the Honour to reprelent, fit fhll
and only give a Negative to the Queftion before us: Lor [
lock on this Addre{s that js propofed to be made his Ma-
jefty, to be no more than a Vote of Approbation of the
Meafures taken by the Adminiltration, and of Thanks for the
Blefling the Nation has obtained by this Convention with
Spain, of which I once {aid before, had a Meflenger with
proper Inftruétions been fent over in a Fither-Boat, he would
have brought us back a better than that we have got.

¢ Asto any Compliments that are to be paid his Majeflty,
1o one is more ready to join in them than myfelf; but as
by the Laws of this Land the King can do no wrong; fo
I look on this Convention as the Work of the Minifter,
and as fuch I fhall fpeak of it; and thatitis {ois clear, for
Everybody, let him be never fo dim-fighted (that has rot
had Duft thrown into his Eyes) mult fee that this glorious
Convention, that has coft the Nation not above Hulf a
Million of Money, is more a minifterial Expedient to get
over this Seffion of Parliament, than a Thing calculated
either for the Dignicy of the Crown, the Satisfaction of the
%erchants, or Reparation for the repeated Infults on the

onour of the Nation.

¢« When I firft read the Convention, I was furprized to
find that our indifputable Right to free Navigation, and no
Search at any Diftance from Land, was to be referr’d 1o Ple-
nipotentiaries at a future Congrefs: The referring an in-
difputable Right, is in a Manner weakening the T'itle, l;ot

R ' thag
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Annor2.8eo. that I apprehend, that any Minifter at Home or Abroad
1I. 1738-9. will ever dare give up this Right of ours.

But why is this to be difcuffed in a future T'reaty ? Why,
after the Refolutions the Parliament laft Year came into,
was not this the firlt Article in the Convention. Sine gua
non, as to any Treaty with Spain, can there be any one
weak enough to imagine, that Plenipotentiaries fitting at a
round Table with Pen, Ink, and Paper before them, can
procure for this Nation what our Fleet could not have
done laft Year with Cannon, Powder, and Ball ?

< Befides, by having deferr’d doing ourfelves Juflice,
England may have Ioft a very lucky Junéture : France and
Spain were not then on fo good Terms, as I am afraid they
arc at prefent. Had the Spaniards been attacked laft Year
in New Spain, we fhould have found them unprovided, their
Garrifons without Men, and their Fortifications out of Re-
pair. But this they have taken Care to remedy for the
future, by the great Number of T'roops they have fince
fent thither, and by working Day and Night at their For-
tifications.

« But as on the one hand they are grown ftronger, fo
we on the other are grown weaker and poorer: We, Sir,
laft Year threw away a vaft Sum of Money to no Purpofe,
but to be laughed at by all Nations, and they by our Leave
are bringing home, in their Galleons, vaft Sums of Mo-
ney to be employ’d againt us.

¢+ What have we been doing for thefe laft twenty Years
but negotiating to no Purpofe ? What is there in this Treaty
more than in all former Ones? Did not Spain by the Treaty
of Madrid, in the Year 1721, which Treaty was confirmed
by another in the fame Year, called the Tripple Alliance,
ftipulate that all former Treaties thould be confirmed, and ex-
prefly promifed that all Goods, Merchandizes, Money, Ships,
and other Effe@ts, which have been feized as well in Spain
as the Indies, fhould be fpeedily reftored in the fame kind,
or according to the juft and true Value of them, at the Time
they were feized ? Has there been a Tittle of this performed ?
Has our Merchants ever had any Satisfaction made them
for their Ships, their Effe€ts and Money they were plunder’d
of ¢ Why, no.

¢ But yet every Man, who at that Time did not believe
they fhould, was looked upon as a Jacobite, a Man difaffeét-
ed to his Majefly, or at leaft to his Minifter, which was as
bad, if not worfe. So far were the Spaniards from per-
forming one Article of this Treaty, that they ufed us worfe
than ever, and fo continued doing till the Merchants came
with frefh Complaints, which they laid again befo;; the

oufe
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Houfe of Commons, where I can't fay, they were very ci. Anno 22.Geo,
villy ufed by fome; however, they made out very clear the 1 1738-9-
Allegations of the Petition, and proved their Loffes beyond
Contradiétion.

¢ Upon this, vigorous Refolutions were again enter'd into
by the Houfe of Commons to obtain Juftice and Satisfaction
for the Merchants ; and in order to obtain it, our then and
prefent Minifters finding that they had not fucceeded in an
one Treaty they had yet made, enter'd into another called
the Treaty of Seville, figned in the Year 1729.

¢ By the firft Article of this Treaty all former Treaties
of Peace, Friendthip and Commerce, are again renewed and
confirmed ; and Spain exprefsly promifed not to do any
Thing, nor fuffer any Thing to be done, that might be con-
trary thereto direfly or indiredtly.

¢ In the 4th Article of this Treaty it is particularly
agreed, that the Commerce of the Englith Nation in Ame-
rica fhould be exercifed as heretofore : And that Orders
fhould be difpatched without any Delay to the Indies for
that Purpofe.

¢ By the 6th Article of it, Commiffaries were to be
named who were to fettle the Limits and Pretenfions of the
Merchants : And Spain promifed to execute pun&ually and
exatly, within fix Months, what thould be decided by the
faid Commiffaries, who were-to make their Report in three
Years; but there being nothing done in the firft three Years,
the Term was renewed for three Years more, in order to
do nothing ~, which fucceeded accordingly.

¢ And I remember very well, that an honourable Gentle-
man on the Floor * oppofite to me did at the Time of the
making this Treaty often fay, that he was fure if the Go-
vernment would give the Mercharts the Money that was
to be allowed the Commiffaries, they would get more by
that, than from the Treaty, which I think has proved but
too true: For thofe Gentlemen for themfelves have not
received lefs than twenty thoufand Pounds; whereas the
Merchants have not received twenty Pence.

< But yet at that time this honourable Gentleman as well
as myfelf, and all thofe who thought as wedid, were looked
upon as a Sett of difaffeCted People, as they are now who
don’t like this Convention, and expe& no more Good from
it than from all the former Treaties.

¢ And as for my Part, I own I expe&t no Good from it,
but apprehend much Hurt: Qur Right to free Navigation,

' and
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Anno 72.8e6. and no Search rot being inferted in it, but left to Com:

I #73%-p.
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miffaries.

¢ 1 find alfo, by what I call the Preliminary Article, the
King of Spain’s Proteft, that the South-Sea Company’s
Afliento Contract will be annulled by the Company’s having
refufed (a few Days ago in a full Court) to pay the fixty
eight thoufand Pounds, the King of Spain demands of them
by that Proteft deliver’d to Mr. Keene. What Authority
Mr. Keene could have to make this Bargain for the South-
Sea Company, and give up a Property they are entitled to,
by Virtae of Treaties and Aéts of Parliament, I can’t ap-
prehend. And tho’ their Lofs may be no national Point,
yet {o great a Body of Englifimen, whole Property is con-

.cerned, deferves at leaft the Protection of Parliament,

¢« The next Thing that I have good Reafon to believe
will be given up, or at leaft taken from us, is Georgia, tho’
hitherto fupported by great Sums of Money given by Par-
liament, and granted by a Royal-Charter to the prefent
Truftees: For you will find by the fecond Article of this
Convention, that the poor People, who, under the Protettion

-of this Government, have tran{ported themfelves thither,

are to be left naked and defencelefs, expofed to the Mercy
of the Spaniards, whenever they pleafe to attack them, by
being reftrained from the Means of Self-prefervation. For
by that Article it is agreed, that neither the Spaniards nor
they fhould raife any Fortifications,

« Now, Sir, I can {ee but one Reafon, why this was fii-
pulated in the Manner I have mentioned, for it regards
only us (we demanding no Part of the King of Spiin's
"Territories) and that is this; our Minifters finding that
Spain did not much like our Settlement at Georgia, and
they not daring, by a folemn Treaty to yield it up, they
might whifper the Spanifh Minifters, and tell them we are
{orry we don't dare give it you up, but we will agree it thall
be left defencelefs, and then you may eafily take it, and
we not called to an Account for it: This is not at all im.

robable, when we confider how induftrious our Minifters
have been to find out Expedients to be well with Spain, for
the Good of their Country.

¢ Now I have been thewing you what I apprehend we
fhall lofe ; let us fee a little what it is we have a Profpett
of getting : That of no Search, free Navigation, and Sati-
faltion to our Merchants, { am {ure it won’t be, for the
Reafons I have mentioned before, as well as from what fell
from the honourable Gentleman that {fpoke laft ; for it is
not to be fuppofed, but what as far as fair Means would go
every Method has.been already try’d: And he juft now as

good
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good as told as, we could proceed by no other : Fot that Anno 12 Geo;
we had neither Money to go to War with, nor Friend, nor II. 1738-9.
Ally in she World to fupport us; and he muft know, who .
has been aur grand Negotiator for thefe laft twenty Years ;
a pretty Account, I muit own, he has given us of the Suc.
¢efs of his Negotiations, as well as prudent Declaration
from one in his Poft. ‘

< But by this Treaty he tells us, there is to be ample
Satisfaltion given to our Merchants; how far they are fa<
tisfy’d with the Convention the Houfe may judgé, from
what they have heard them declare at the Bar.

* He fays, they are to receive 1$5,000/. will be in full
Satisfadtion for their Loffes tho’ by the Bye, their Demands
on Spain were for 340,000 /. but our Commiffary, by a
Stroke of his Pen, reduced them to 200,000 /. beingas he
thought full enough for our Merchants, and then to induce
Spain to Prompt-Payment 45000 /. more was ftruck off,
which brings it to the Sum the honourable Gentleman has
mentioned Spain is certainly to pay us: And upon thig
Point, I find, he chiefly feems to extol the Goodnefs of the
Convention, and the Ability of the Minifters in bringing
Spain to this Condefcenfion: For that Spain paying the
Money was owning her Fault, and declaring the Illegality
of her Proceedings : In anfwer to this, in the firft place, [
don’t believe Spain will ever pay us a Farthing of the
Money; and in the next Place, fuppofe the Moncy men-
tioned fhould be paid the Merchants, let us fee how much
Spain is to pay us of it.

¢ Why in the firft Place towards making up the 155,000/
for the Satisfaltion of the Merchants, Spain infifts on Eng-
land allowing her 60000 /. as the remaining Patt of a Debt
due to her for having deftroy’d her Fleet in the Year 17:18.
Very gracious indeed, that they did not carry her Demands
as far back as Queen E/izabeth’s Reign, for the Fleet then
deftroy’d!

¢ But as firahgé as this Demand of Spain may feem from
her, it is much more fo in thofe who have agreed to it, for
it has been already once fatisfy’d, as appears by thofe Pa-
pers on your Table, which are Copies of the Inftruftions
fent to out Minifters in Spain at the Treaty of Seville,
wherein is mentioned as follows, ¢ In cafe Spain fhall make
< any farther Demands of you for the Lofs of their Fleet,
¢ deftroy’d by Sir George Byng, afterwards Lord Torrington,
¢ you ate to tell the Spanifh Minifters, that Spain has been
¢ already amply fatisfy’d, and you are not to enter iato any
¢ farther Difcuffion with them on that Head .

¢ Another Time Spain paid themfelves this Demand by

You. VL, E feizing
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{eizing the South.Sea Company’s Effefts, Spain at that
Time declaring, that they were {eized and kept on that Ac.
count: But what does it fignify, if for the Sake of obtain
ing this moft advantageous Convention we fhould pay it her
at this Time. And then it reduces what Spain is to pay
us, to 95000 /.

¢ In the next Place, towards paying the 95000 ]. the King
of Spain infilts by his Proteft as I mentioned before, That
the South-Sea Company fhall immediately pay him 68000 4
being a Debt due to him from the Company, on one Head
of Accounts, tho’ at the fame Time, on other Heads of
Accounts, his Majefty is indebted to the Company a Million
over and above, as appears on your Table, for which they
are to ftay his Time.

¢« Now thefe two Sums make 128,000/ that I think
England is to pay our Merchants inftead of Spain (if ever
paid) fo there remains but 27000 /. for Spain to pay; of
which 27000 / fhe has taken Care to be excufed from paying
one Farthing, as appears by the Stipulations by way of
Draw-back, inferted in the 4th Article of the Convention,
and the 2d feperate Article.

¢ For by thofe Articles Spain 1s to deduft out of the
Money fhe is to pay whatever fhe may have already given
in Satisfaltion for any of our Ships that have been taken :
And England is alfo to allow Spain the Value of the St.
"Therefa, a Ship of theirs that had been feized in the Port
of Dublin in the Year 1735. All this is to be fettled by
our Plenipotentiaries, and I think we fhall come off well, if
on the Balance of Accounts inftead of receiving the 27000 Z
we fhan't be obliged to pay an Overplus to Spain. Here
ends, Sir, a thort Narrative of the ample Satisfation Eng-
Jand is to receive from Spain for the 340,000/ due to
her Merchants. A moft glorious Convention 1 muft own,
and fuch a Mafter-Piece in Politics, that I dare fay none of
the Machiavilians of the Age, but our own at the Head of
Affairs, could have thought of!

¢ But yet, after all this, we fhall be told I dare fay, that
this thorough Diflike to the Convention, and Flame the
Nation is in, is raifed only by a Parcel of Merchants and dif-
contented People, who only wantto turn out the Minifters.
¢ No, Sir, that is not the Cafe, for it1s not the Miniflers
but their Meafures that have kindied this Flame: Fads
will always {peak for themfelves, and Merchants will al-
ways know their own Interett. '

¢ But when the continued Depredations on cur Mer-
chants, the repeated In{ults on the Honour of the Nation,
the Cruelties and Barbarities exercifed on our Sailors, our

Country-
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Countrymen thrown into Dungeons, and chained like Anno12.Geo,
Slaves; I fay when this is confider'd, and no more Profpe& 1I. 1738-p.
of Redrefs from this Convention than a Piece of waile :
Paper, no wonder that the Heart of every Englifaman
fhould be enflamed.

¢« I beg Pardon, Sir, for having taken up fo much of your
Time, but fhall beagainft this Addrefs to his Majefty, becaufe
I look on this Convention as difadvantagious to the Mer-
chants, difhonourable to King, and ignominious tothe Nation."

Mr. How, ® Member for Wilts, {fpoke as follows.

Sir,

¢ 1 imagine what Gentlemen propofed to themfelves by Mr. How,
examining the Convention was to obferve, indeed, and
point out any Miftakes that might be in it; but with this
Intention only, that they might thereby aflit and enable
(as is our Duty) thofe who have the Conduét of Affairs, to
bring them to the happy Iffuc of eftablithing, by peaceable
Means, all our feveral Rights, and more particularly that
of a free Navigation, {ubjett to no Search; determined at
the fame Time, if amicable Means fail, to defend our Rights
by the ftrongeft Methods. But it feems I am miftaken, for
the Intent of {ome Gentlemen proves to be, to lay afide all
Endeavours for Peace, and to enter immediately upon
War; but I muft be excufed from joining with them in
that, and thall continue my View of preferving and fe-
curing, by amicable Means, all our Rights, agreeable to the
Advice we ourfelves gave his Majefty.— I do not think, Sir,
the Confideration of the Convention itfelf to be of fo ex-
tenfive a Nature as it may at firft appear ; I will therefore
confine myfelf very clofely to it, that I may not trefpafa
too long upon the Indulgence of the Houfe: And asitisa
Point entirely National, I will exclude atl Confiderations
but what are National: Neither Friendthip, nor, what is
yet more powerful, its Contrary, nor any of the narrow
Views of Party fhall find the leaft Admittance. The Opi-
nion I -fhall deliver you will be that of a plain Country
Gentleman, who lives upon his Rents, and being fatisfied
his Rents depend on the T'rade of the Nation, will be care-
ful no way to injure that Trade upon which his own Re-
venue depends : And as that is to be the Cafe of all landed
Men, we ought to be very cautious in our Proceedings to
avoid every Thing that may any way obftru& that good
Succefs in this Negotiation, which it is {fo particularly our
Duty to further and advance, and to which any rafh orun.
advifed Step may prove very detrimental; for all foreign

E 2 Courts
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Anno 12.Geo. Courts give great Attention to our Parliamentary Proceed-

G

1L 1738-9. ings, efpecially thofe who are at Variance with us, and

perhaps much more to the Proceedings of the leffer, than
of the greater Number. But upon this Head, and that of
Treaties in general, I fhall oply repeat the Words of Sir
William Temple, a Perfon well verfed in Negotiations, who
writing of a Circumftance of Time much refembling ours
fays, ¢ Itwiil be always Labour in vain, to make Treatieg.
¢ and carry on Negotiations Abroad, unlefs there is at
s Home an Union to fupport them.
¢ I laft Year gave my Confent to this Meafure for Peace,
to which the Houfe advifed his Majefty : But if I had not,
yet as it is by the Advice of Parliament, and by the Crown’s
purfuing that Advice, become the Meafyre of my Country,
I fhould now have thought it indifpenfably my Daty to con-
gribute to my Country’s Succefs in it, Such was the Maxim
of that People, who thew’d the moft public Spirit, and wha
kept their Liberty the longeft. They, after the warmeft
Difputes in the Senate, always concluded unamimoufly with
that candid and gencrous Expreflion, Qued bene wertat
Reipublice: And as all Nations agree in that Maxim, L
hope we fhall now put it in Execution .

¢ But, Sir, I proceed to the Convention itfelf, but will
gake it up no higher than the laft Seflion of Parliament,
which gave Birth to it, and will avoid bewildering myfelf,
ejther in the Labyrinth of Treaties, or Accounts.

¢ In the Jalt Seflion of Parliament, the moving Relations
which the Merchants gave you of their Loffes, the com-
paflionate Senfe you exprefled of them, and the jult Ine
dignation that arofe in every Man's Breaft induced this
Houfe to addrefs his Majefty, That he would endeavour,
by amicable Means, to procure Reparatiqns of their Lofles,
and Security for their future Trade; and that, if thofe
Meafyres fhould fail, we would fupport him in fuch as he
$hould then find neceflary. Here, Sir, give me leave ta
obferve, that we aflured him of our Support in the former
Meafure, as wel] as in the latter, and not only fo, but in the
former preferably to the latter; which Affurance I hope
we fhall make gocd.

¢ In confequence of this our Advice, Negotiations were
entered into, and a Convention or Agreement figned, by
which a certajn Sum was fipulated for Reparation of our
Lofles, and a certain Time limited (a Circumflance not to
be oyer-looked) in which all other Matters in difpute are to
be difcufled, and fertled according to the Treaties now in
Being, and al] Power of Treating to determine at that
Time ; This I think to be the State of the Coavemio:é
¢

-
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gnd do think the Convention to be agreeable to our Ad- JLlrlnnox:BGm.
vice: What is pofitive in it, is unqueflionably right; 11 _173%5-9.
what is undetermigzd, and left to be difguﬂ'ed by the P%cni- VTN,
potentiaries, no one can {peak of with certainty. All
therefore that I fhall fay on that Subjet is, that 1 moft
heartily wifh, the Event may be the procuring us Security
for all our Rights, and particularly for that of an uninter-
rupted Navigation, free from all Search ; but as the Eveat
is 1n the Breaft of Time, which no one can fathom, and as
1 ought to hope the beft, I can by no Means give myfelf
Leave to think of making fo rafh, fo defperate a Step, as at
once to break thro’ all Meafures for Peace taken by our own
Advice : Nor can any Thing be more unwarrantable than
go refufe to let thofe Meafures, fo advifed by ourfelves, be
try’d to the End of the no long time, to which they are
confined, and inftead of that to plunge immediatly into aWar,
which is the Tendency of all the Arguments on the other
fide of the Queftion. And now, Sir, that I have mentioned
War, I cannot but beg Gentlemen to refleét, that if our
Rights can be preferved without War (and no one can take
on himfelf to fay that is impoflible) what a Load of Blood
will he draw on his own Head ,who {hall engage his Country
in an unneceffary War! Now the Convention fanding thus,
it agrees perfeftly with the Advice we gave the Crown,
and does fully warrant the Addrefs we are moved to make;
and in which I could not but imagine we fhould all have
pnited ; fince by it oor Right of free Navigation, without
Search, which fome were jealoug was to be given up, is fo
fully afferted and fecured.
¢ The firft and greateft Obje&ion made to the Convention
is, That the Minifters have not begun with the proper
Article, nor in a proper Manner. I think, Sir, that Me-
thod muft be undoubtedly the beft, which leads moft readi-
ly and {afely to the defired End ; and to me it does plainly
appear that the Method, which fome Gentlemen think ought
go haye been taken, would have entirely difappointed and
defeated it. They are pleafed to fay, that the Negotia-
tions ought to have begun with the Point of Search, and
with d,ec%aring to Spain, that if fhe would not, at once, in-
ftantly giyve up that Point to us, tho’ 'tis the principal one
in difpute between us, we would not treat at all with them,
Surely, Sir, fuch an abrupt and arbitrary Proceeding could
bhave had no other Effet but that of putting an End ag
once to all Thoughts of peaceable Meafures ; fuch a Me-
thod as that, no one, even in private Life, would have fub-
mitted to; nor could any Thing but Confufion have attend-
gd jt. But now what Difadvaniage can come to us by per-
) - ‘ mittng
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Anno 12.Geo. mitting our Right tobe debated ? Which is the Obje&ion.
II. 1738-9. Why, 1t is faid, that by fuffering it to be debated, it is
‘ weakened, and brought in Doubt. Surely No, Sir; but
on the contrary, it is thereby firengthened and freed from
all Doubt: A good Title always receives Advantage from
Examination ; none but a bad one flies the Light; and had
we refufed to let ours be examined, would not that have
shewn a Doubt of it, even in ourfelves ? But further ; Do
not the Spaniards, by fubjeéting likewife their Pretenfions,
equally weaken them ? They certainly do: What Advan-
tage do they then'get by it? None at all. But we get a
manifelt Advantage by it; for whoever confiders the Claufe
in the Addrefs propofed relating to Freedom from Search
muft agree, that our Plenipotentiaries cannot now give
that up : We have then this Advantage by permitting our
Title to be examined, that our Right cannot fuffer any Di.
mination, but may receive a Confirmation by it. Thus,
Sir, it appears plainly, that the Method fome Gentlemen
think ought to have been taken would have been fuccefs-
lefs; and undeniably plain it is likewife, that the Methad
purfued has been attended not only with the Succefs of pro-
curing Reftitution for our Loffes, but at the fame time, and
thro’ that, with the further Advantage of drawing from thé
Spaniard at leaft an imply’d Admiffion of our Right; and
they who deny that, and treat it with the utmoft Slighe,
cannot however difpute but that it furnifhes us with a new
Argument, and does open and make plain the Way to a
more formal Recognition: It therefore appears to me to
have been evidently the more preferable Method. '
¢ The next Objeétion, which has any Shew of Weight in

it is, that a great Sum of Money in fitting out a Fleet, and
a great deal of Time have been wafted, and had no Effeét,
As to the Effe&t of the Fleet, I defire the Gentlemen to
confider, how little Spain is (according to their own Ac-
counts) difpofed to do us the leaft Juftice, and then I leave
it to them to determine, what Influence our Fleet muft have
had. And as to the Time fuppofed to have been wafted
I mouft obferve, that lefs Time will ferve indeed to do a
wrong than to doa right Thing: The Minitters had Time
enough to plunge us into an unneceflary War ; but as to
what Time is required to adjuft and fettle the numerous and
jarring Interefts of two great Nations, who have Pofleflions
in all Parts of the World, they who are leat Mafters of
fuch Affairs, will be moft apt to think it an eafy Tafk that
requires but little Time. But further, as to the Time [
muft obferve, that befides the Refticution of our Lofles,
and the at lealt imply’d Admiflion of our Right to bcffree
rom
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Yrom all Search, more has been done in the Time, than Annoyxz 6¢o.
does at firlt appear ; for in conficering the feveral Things, II. 1738-p.
in order to make this Convention, moft of the Points
in difpute muft neceffarily have received fuch a Degree
of Difcuflion, as will prepare them for a more -eafy
Determination. I cannot therefore think, that either
the Time or the Money has been fo mif-fpent. In the
Lighe therefore that I fee the Convention, and the Ob-
jections made to it, I cannot but think the Addrefs propofed
{which is the Point in Debate) to be a very proper one. It
gives me, Sir, infinite Pleafure, as I conceive it will the
Kingdom great Satisfaction, by the Declaration in it againft
all Search: The People have been blown up into an Ima-
gination that their Right of Navigation, free from all
Search, was to be given up and facrificed ; and a very great
Ferment has been raifed in the Nation by it, which I hope
will fubfide, when theéy fee, by our Addrefs, how little
Foundation fuch a Report had; and that they will now reft
aflured, that if we cannot fucceed in our well-intentioned
Endeavours of faving them from that Increafe of Taxes,
which a War muft unavoidably lay upon them, and that a
‘War fhall prove unavoidable, their Rights will in cafe of a
War bedefended with that Refolution which always attends
Sedatenefs of Counfel, and is never found to accompany
rafh Meafures. Indeed, Sir, I think that in the prefent
Circumftance of Things no other Refolution can reafonably
be taken by the Houfe but that contained in the Addrefs.
I can have no Intereft to injure my Country; and did I not
think this Addrefs tended to advance the Good of it, my
own as well as the public Intereft would difincline me to
it: But as I do moft fincerely think_ it for the Good of my
Country, it muft have my Approbation.’
Mr, Pitts, _
¢ Icanby no means think that the complicated Queftion wyitljam Pitts,
now before us is the proper the dire® Manner of waking Efy;
the Senfe of this Committee. We have here the foft
Name of an humble Addrefs to the Crown propofed, and
for no other End but to lead Gentlemen intoan Approbation
of the Convention. But is this that full deliberate Exa-
mination, which we were with Defiances called upon to
ive ? Is this curfory blended Difquifition of Matters of
%uch Variety and Extent all we owe to ourfelves and our
Country ? When Trade is at Stake it is your laft Retrench-
ment ; you muft defend it, or perifh; and whatever is to
decide that deferves the moft diftiné&t Confideration, and
the moft direct undifguifed Senfe of Parliament. But how
are we now proceeding? Upon an artificial, minifterial
Quettion : Here is all the Confidence, here is the confcious
Senle
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Anno12.8eo. Senfe of the greateft Service that ever was dene to this
1. 1738-9. Country; to be cor‘nplicatini Queftions, to be lumping
San&ion and Approbation, like a Commiffary’s Accompt,
to be covering and taking Santuary in the Royal Name,
inftead of teeting openly, and fanding fairly the direct
Judgment and Sentence of Parliament upon the fcveral
Articles of this Convention.
¢ Sir, You have been moved to vote ari humble Addrefs
of Thanks to his Majefty for 2 Meafure, which (I will ap-
peal to Gentlemen’s Converfation in the World) is odious
throughiout the Kingdom: Such Thanks are only due té
the fatal Influence that framed it, as are due for that low,
unallied Condition Abroad, which is now made a Plea for
this Convention. 'To what are Gentlemen reduced in fup-
port of it? Firft try a little to defend it upon ité own Me-
rits ; if that is not tenable, throw out general Terrors, the
Houle of Bourbon is united, who knows the Confequence
of a War? Sir, Spain knows the Confequence of a War in
America ; whoever gains, it muft prove fatal to her: She
knows it, and muft therefore avoid it ; but the knows Enig-
land does not dare to make it. And what is a Delay,
which is all this magnified Convention is fometimes called,
to produce? Can it produce fuch Conjunftures as thofe
you loft, while you were giving Kingdoms to Spain, and
all to bring her back again to that great Branch of the
Houfe of Bourbon, which is now thrown out to you with fo
much Terror ? If this Union be formidable, are we to de-
lay only till it becomes more formidable, by being carried
farther into Execution, and more firongly cemented ¥ But
be it what it will, is this any longer a Nation, or what is
an Englith Parliament, if with more Ships in your Har-
bours than in all the Navies of Europe, with above two
Millions of People in your American Colonies, you will
bear to hear of the Expediency of receiving from Spain ant
infecure, unfat'sfaCtory, difhonourable Convention ¢ Sir, I
call it no more than it has been proved in this Debate ; it
carries Fallacy or downright Subjeftion in almoft every
Line: It has been laid open and expofed in fo many ftrong
and glaring Lights, that I can pretend to add nothing ta
the Conviction and Indignation it has raifed.
¢ Sir, As to the great national Objetion, the Searching
your Ships, that favourite Word, as it was called, is not
omitted, indeed, in the Preamble to the Convention, bat it
ftands there as the Reproach of the whole, as tlie firongeft
Evidence of the fatal Submiffion that follows: On the Part
of Spain, an Ufurpation, an inhuman Tyranny claimed and
exercifed over the American Seas; on the Part of England,
an
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an undoubted Right by Treaties and from God and Na. Anno 12 Geo;
ture, declared and afferted in the Refolutions of Parliament, 1L 1738-p.
are referr'd to the Difcuffion of Plenipotentiaries, upon one \W/” Y N\
and the fame equal Foot. Sir, I fay this undoubted Right

is to be difcufled and to be regulated. And if to regulate

be to prefcribe Rules, (as in all Conftrution it is) this

Right is, by the exprefs Words of this Convention, to be

given up and facrificed ; for it muft ceafe to be any thing,

trom the Moment it is fubmitted to Limits.

¢ The Court of Spain has plainly told you fas appears
by Papers upon the Table) you fhall fteer a due Courfe, you
fhall navigate by a Line to and from your Plantations in
America ; if you draw near to her Coafts, (tho’ from the
Circumftances of that Navigation you are under an un-
avoidable Neceflity of doing it) you fhall be (eized and con-
fifcated : If then upon thefe Terms only fhe has confented
to refer, what becomes at once of all the Security we are
flatter’d with in confequence of this Reference ? Plenipo-
tentiaries are to regulate finally the refpeftive Pretenfions of
the two Crowns, with regard to Trade and Navigation in
America ; but does a Man in Spain reafon that thefe Pre-
tenfions muft be regulated to the Satisfattion and Honour
of England? No, Sir; they conclude, and with Reafon,
from the high Spirit of their Adminiftration, from the
Superiority with which they have fo long treated you, that
this Reference muft end, as it has begun, to their Honour
and Advantage,

* But Gentlemen fay, the Treaties fubfifting are to be
the Meafure of this Regulation. Sir, as to Treaties, I will
take Part of the Words of Sir William Temple, quoted by
the Honourable Gentleman near me, It is vain to negotiate
and make Treaties, if there is not Dignity and Vigour to
enforce the Obfervance of them; for under the Mifcon-
ftru&ion and Mifinterpretation of thefe very Treaties fub-
fifting, this intolerable Grievance has arifen ; it has been
growing upon you Treaty after Treaty, thro' 20 Years of
Negotiation, and even under the Difcuffion of Commiffaries
to whom it was refer'd. You have heard from Captain
Vaughan at your Bar, at what Time thefe Injuries and In-
dignities were continued; as a kind of explanatory Com-
ment upon the Convention Spain has thought fit to grant
you ; as another infolent Proteft, under the Validity and
Force of which fhe has fuffer’d this Convention to be pro-
ceeded on, We'll treat with you, but we'll fearch and
take your Ships ; we'll fign a Convention, but we’ll keepyour
Subjeéts Prifoners, Prifoners in Old Spain; the Weift-Indies
are remote, Europe fhall be Witne{s how we ufe you.

Vor. VL F ¢ Sit
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¢ Sir, As to the Inference of an Admiffion of our Right

not to be fearched, drawn from a Reparation made for Ships
unduly feized and confifcated, I think that Argument is
very inconclufive. The Right claimed by Spain to fearch
our Ships is one Thing, and the Exccefles admitted to have
been committed, in confequence of this pretended Right, is
another ; but furely, Sir, reafoning from Inferences and
Implication only, is below the Dignity of your Proceedings,
upon a Right of this vaft Importance. What this Repa-
ration is, what Sort of Compofition for your Loffes, forced
upon you by Spain in an Inftance that has come to Light,
where your own Commiffaries could not in Conicience de-
cide againft your Claim, has fully appear’d upon Exami-
nation ; and as for the Payment of the Sum ftipulated, (all
but feven and twency thoufand Pounds, and that too fubject
to a Drawback) it is evidently a fallacious, nominal Pay-
ment only. I will not attempt to enter into the Detail of
a dark, confufed, and {carcely intelligible Accompt; I will
only beg Leave to conclude with one Word upon it, in the
Light of a Submiffion, as well as of an adequate Repa-
ration. Spain flipulates to pay to the Crown of England
ninety five thoufand Pounds; by a preliminary Proteft of
the King of Spain, the South.-Sea Cempany is at once ta
pay fixty eight thoufand of it: If they refufe, Spain, I ad-
mit, is flill to pay the ninety five thoufand : But how does
it ftand then? The Affiento Contraét is to be fufpended:
You are to purchafe this Sum at the Price of an exclufive
Trade, purfuant to a national Treaty, and of an immenf{e
Debt of God knows how many hundred thoufand Pounds
due from Spain to the South-Sea Company. Here, Sir,
is the Submiffion of Spain by the Payment of a ftipulated
Sum ; a Tax laid upon Subjeéts of England, under the
fevereft Penalties, with the reciprocal Accord of an Englifh
Minilter, as a Preliminary that the Convention may be
figned ; a Condition impofed by Spain in the moft abfolute
imperious Manner, and received by the Miniiters of Eng-
land in the moft tame and abje@t. Can any verbal Dif-
tinftions, any Evafions whatever, poflibly explain away this
public Infamy ? To whom would we difguife it? To our-
felves and to the Nation: I with we could hide it from the
Eyes of every Court in Europe : They fee Spain has talked
to you like your Mafter, they fee this arbitrary fundamental
Condition, and it muft fland with Diftin&ion, with a Pres-
eminence of Shame, as a Part even of this Convention.

« This Convention, Sir, I think from my Soul is no-
thing but a Stipulation for national Ignominy ; an illufory
Expedient to baffle the Refentment of the Nation; a Truce

without
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without a Sufpenfion of Hoftilities on the Part of Spain; Anno12.Geo.
on the Part of England, a Sufpenfion ; as to Georgia, of the Il x738-9.
firk Law of Nature, Self prefervation and Self-defence; a ¥V
Surrender of the Rights and Trade of England to the
Mercy of Plenipotentiaries, and in this infinitely higheft
and facred Point, futare Security, not only inadequate, but
direly repugnant to the Refolutions of Parliament, and
the gracious Promife from the Throne. The Complaints
of your defpairing Merchants, the Voice of England has
condemned it; be the Guilt of it upon the Head of the
Advifer ; God forbid that this Committee thould fhare the
Guilt, by approving it !’

Mr. Lytelton,

Sie,

¢ From fome Words that fell from an Honourable Member George Lytel-
who fpoke in this Debate, I thall begin by withing in the moft t°% £13;
folemn Manner, by making it my moft ardent ﬁrayer, that
the mercantile Intereft may be the only Biafs of our Deli.
berations To-day ; and that neither the Intereft of a Party,
nor much lefs that of any fingle Man, may prevail over
.this, which is the national Concern. For then we fhall
.do our Duty in this great Affair, and our Decifion of it
will do Honour to Parliament. But before I enter fusther
into this Debate, I beg Leave to take Notice of fome
‘Words that dropt from an Honourable Gentleman, who
fpoke the firft upon this Queftion, and which I heard with
the deepeft Concern.

¢ After he had ufed many Arguments to perfuade us to
Peace, toany Peace good or bad, by painting out the Dan-
gers of a War, (Dangers I by no Means allow to be what
he reprefents them) he crowned all thofe Terrors with the
Name of the Pretender. -It would be the Caufe of the Pre-
tender: The Pretender would come! Is the Honourable
Gentleman fenfible what this Language imports ? The Peo-
ple of England complain of the greateft Wrongs and In.
dignities; they complain of the Interruption, the De-
firuction of their Trade; they think this Peace has left
them in a worfe Condition than before; and in Anfwer to
all thefe Complaints, what are they told? Why, that their
continuing to fuffer all this, is the Price they mult pay to
keep the King and his Family on the Throne of thefe
Realms, If this were true, it ought not to be owned.
Will it firengthen the Family to have it believed ¢ But it
is far from true; the very Reverfe of it is-true : Nothing
can weaken the Family, nothing can fhake the Eftablifh-
ment, byt fuch Meafures as thefe, and {uch Language as
his,
- Fa « Sir,
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# ¢ Sir, | know who hears me, and for that Reafon I
{peak.—The Honourable Gentleman who firft moved you
this Queftion, and fome Gentlemen fince. have ftrongly
infifted, and it was the Sum of all their Arguments, that
our Right not to be fearched is not referr’d to the Dif-
cufion of Plenipotentiaries, they are only, it feems, to
confider how to remedy Grievances. What Grievances, Sir,
do the Gentlemen mean ? The Grievances of England!
They admit but of one Remedy, a very thort and fimple
one, and which wants no Confideration : That our Ships
fhall not be fearched upon any Pretence. This alone can
go to the Root of our Grievances; all lefs than this is
trifiing, hurful, fatal to Commerce. Do they mean the
Grievances of Spain? The illicit Trade? The Remedy for
that too is already provided; it is already fettled by our
Treaties with Spain, that we are not to trade in their Ports
and Havens in America ; but if our Ships are found there,
they muft be confifcated. Is not this {ufficient? I defy the
Honourable Gentleman who has fo much Skill in Nego-
tiation, to difcover another Expedient to fecure the Spaniards
from illicit Trade, which will not be defltrutive to the
lawful Trade of Great Britain; and, I hope, we fhall be
more folicitous for our own than for theirs. The Ho-
nourable Gentleman faid, the fettling this would take up
fome Time : It will indeed, Sir, for it will never be fettled ;
i: is morally impoflible it can ever be fettled; and there~
fore, I think it ought not to have been brought into Dif-
pute. Had we proceeded conformably to the Intentions of
Parliament, we fhould either have afted with Vigour, or
have obtained a real Security, in an exprefs Acknowledg-
ment of our Right not to be {earched, as a Preliminary fine
gud mon to our treating at all. This we ought to have in.
fifted on in the Words of La Quadra’s Proteit (which is the
Preliminary fire gué non of that Crown) we ought to have
infilted on 1t in thofe very Words, as ¢ the precife, and
¢ eflential Means to overcome the fo much debated Difputes,
¢ and that on the Validity and Force of this exprefs Ac-
¢ knowledgment, the figning the Convention may be pro-
¢« ceeded on, and in no other Manner.” Inftead of this,
what have we done? We have referr'd it to Plenipotens
tiaries. Is not this weakening our Right? Would you,
Sir, {ubmit to a Reference, whether you may travel un.
molefted from your Houfe in Town to your Houfe in the
Country ! Your Right is clear and undeniable, why would

you

. * His Roya] Highnefs the Prince of Wales was at that Time
in the Gallery.
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you have it difcufled ? But much lefs would you refer it, if Anno.12.Geo.
two of your Judges belonged to a Gang, which has often 1. 1738-9.
floped and robbed you in your Way thither before. TN
¢« Things that are of a Nature to admit of Temperaments
in each Party may recede from their refpeétive Pretenfions,
and come to a Medium to conclude the Difpute; fuch
Things allow of a Difcuflion, and may be referr’d ; but
when no Medium can be found, when the Cafe admits of
no Temperaments, where to recede one Tittle, is to give up
the Queflion, there to agree to a Difcuffion, is to endanger
the whole : At beft, it can end in nothing but in both Sides
adhering to their Claim, and leaving all in Uncertainty, to
go on as before. And can any thing worfe befal us? Is
not this Deftruétion itfelf?
¢« Oh but, faid the Honourable Gentleman, we have
gained a great Point, in bringing Spain to acknowledge, by
the prefent Convention, that Grievances have arifen in the
Searching of Ships, and that Means to remedy thefe Grie-
vances ought to be found out! Sir, Was this ever denied?
Did Spain ever deny, that her Guarda Cofta’s had fome.
times committed Excefles, that is, fearched a little too wan-
tonly, gone a little too far, made fome irregular Seizures,
and that this ought to be remedy’d? All this is exprefsly
.confeffed in La Quadra’s Letter to Mr. Keene, dated the
1oth of February laft Year, before we fent out our Fleets,
and that Orders fhould be given for Reparation, when fuch
Excefles are proved. But does this amount, or do the
Words of the Treaty amount to any thing like a departing
from their Pretenfion to Search? No .—-they are only a
Modification of it to a certain Degree, which is a Defence of
the Pralice itfelf, and we thought {o 1aft Year, or why did
we judge that Letter fo unfatisfattory ? But, Sir, pray con-
fider, our Right not to be fearched is a very fhort Point,
wants no Difcuflion, dogs not depend upon Arguments of
any Difficulty to examine or to comprehend. The Kin
of Spain mult have known, for this Twelvemonth at leaft,
what he ought to think of it, and whether he will yield it
or no. The only imaginable Reafon of his chicaning fo
long is, that he fufpefted 2 Weaknefs in the Counfels of
England. What was then only Sufpicion, is now turned
into. Certainty;. and if that will make him more pliant, it is
eafy to judge. —
¢« As we go on with our Politics, fo will the Spaniards
with theirs. Ours have been to procraftinate, to put off a
War at any rate, to live upon daily Expedients, to endure
and to treat: Theirs have been to fool us with the Name
of Peace, and to commit all Sorts of Hoftilities on our
’ | ' Merchants
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Anno12.Geo. Merchants and Trade, to plunder and butcher the fore
IL. 1738-9. mer, and to ruin the laf. Thus it has been; thus
it will continue to be, — How we find our Account in
it I am unable to guels! How Spain finds hers in it, is too
plain at firft Sight! If that Court were bent upon undoing
this Nation, they need only leave us to the Conduét we
hold. What could they defire better, than for eighteen
Years more to interrupt our Navigation, and deftroy our
Trade, put us to the Charge ot half a Dozen pacific Fleets,
farnifh us with a Pretence for a numerous Standing-Army
to confume us at Home, render us the Scorn of Europe,
and at laft, to make us Amends, account with us {o as to
receive or detain much more than they give, and keep the
Claim {ubfiting upon which they robbed us fo long ? But
it would be better for England to fubmit at once, throw up
the Trade to our Colonies, and the Colonies themfelves,
than to leave our Merchants expofed to fuch inhuman
Cruelties, and fuffer ourfelves to be mocked with Forms of
Juftice and Law, while we are the Prey, and Sport, of all
Injuftice and Violence, or with infignificant Treaties, which
inftead of giving us Security ferve as a Pretext and San&tion
for all future Injuries.

¢ But we are defir'd to have Confidence, to have Hopes
in the Wifdom and Succefs of the Meafures which his Ma-

jelty is advifed to purfue.
¢ Sir, the People of England fear much more than they
hope.~~And have not they Reafon ? What can a Review of
the paft produce, but Dread of the future ? Have not thefe
Depredations for thefe 20 Years increafed Year after Year 2
How many Fleets have been fent out in that Time? What
were they to do for vs ? To perfuade the Spaniards.—To
what did they perfuade them? To make Conventions and
Treaties.~What have we got by thofe Treaties? New,
and greater Infults and Wrongs.. This was enough to in-
duce us to fufpeét even laft Year, that with all our Appea-
rances of Vigour, we fhould do nothing effectual ;. but thofe
Sufpicions were borne down by the ftrong Aflurances
given, that we fhould not meet here again and find nothing
done. What has been done, Sir? What is the Fruit of
our Armament? A temporary Expedient, a poor, unfafe
Procraftination, a fhameful Barter of our future Security,
for the Name of Reftitution, which, indeed, we make to
ourfelves. Iwon't tire you with repeating what has been
fo fully made out; but when I compare this nominal, this
ridiculous Satisfattion, with the ferious Ritk we run of
lofing qur moft valuable Rights, I dare be bold to fay, 1:10
other
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other Nation under Heaven ever flaked their Honour and Anno 12.Geo,
Intereft againft fuch Counters as thefe. Il 17389
¢ And are we to go on ftill hoping, trufting Rill in fpite
of Experience? Are our Refentments perpetually to be
lay’d with in this Manner, fhifted off from Expedient ta
xpedient, and from Seffion to Seflion, adjourned from one
Treaty to another, and fo on to a third? If you don’t like
this, you fhall the next; and when that comes, if you don't
like that neither, you may go to War. Is this the Lan-
guage to be held to a Parliament e
But Gentlemen afk, what have you loft by deferring
your War }—=What have we loft? All that we gave o
make it laft Year.—We have loft much too of our Re-
putation, much of the Efteem of Mankind, much of the
Affe&tion of our People, which is the worft of all Lofles,
But I beg Leave to fay, in anfwer to a great deal of Rea-
foning which I have heard from many Gentlemen, and
heard with great Pain, that the Queftion is not, whether
War or Peace be more eligible ; the Queftion now is about
maintaining your Rights. If Spain believed us in earneft,
if fhe did not depend upon our Timidity, it is {carce con-
ceivable this fhould coft us 2 War. But if it did bring on
ene, it is a War of Neceflity, and it is.a War, in which
our Neighbours have a common Caufe with us. What was
faid of the War againit the Pirates, it would be Be/ium om-
nium gentium. Would France take Arms to overturn a ge-~
neral Right, which it is as much her Intereft to fupport as
ours ? Would fhe fight to eftablith in the Crown of Spain a
Power deftruftive to the Freedom of Commerce, and a fu-
preme Dominion in the American Seas; or to impofe that
upon England, which the mult refufe for herfelf ? Upon the
Foot of all Treaties this is quite impoffible: We muft be
vfed as the Gens amiciffima; it France, or any other Nation
fhall retain this Right for themfelves, they retain it for us
too ; it is ours by Confequence. Will the break all Trea-
ties then to take it away ? This would be afing with a
Spirit or Violence, which does not feem to be in her now,
and which, whenever it fhews itfelf, muft unite all Europe
to oppofe its Effects. Should not we find one Friend among
fo many Allies? Have we negociated all the World into
Enemies, united them all to our Deftru&tion? If, by the
Condut of our Minifters, Things are brought to fuch an
Extremity, that we are reduced to the Neceflity of perifh-
ing in the juft Defence of our Rights, or of perithing equally
by lofing them; the Choice is eafy to make; let us perith
like Men, and with Swords in our Hands, But don’t let
us have the Weaknefs to expe&t our Safety from thofe, who
have
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Anno12.Ged, have brought a flourifhing Nation to fuch a dreadful Alter=

il. x738-9.

native.—— What is this wretched Reprieve that we have

" V\UJ begged for eight Months? Will that do us any good, Sir?

Will that be worth our Acceptance ? Do we really flatter
ourfelves that we now are at Peace ? Peace is a fecare and
unmolefted Enjoyment of our Rights.—But Peace, at the
Expence of Rights, of effential Rights, Peace expofed to
Infults, Peace expofed to Injuries, is the moflt abje&, is the
moft deplorable, is the moft calamitous Circumftance of
human Affairs. It is'the worft Effe&t that could be pro-
duced from the moft unfuccefsful, the moft ruinous War,
No Nation fhould fubmit to it, while it can hold up its
Head : But to fuch a one have we fubmitted, without ftrik-
ing a Stroke, and in a Condition to defend ourfelves, rot
againft the Spaniards alone, but if ou-Strength were wilkly
exerted againft any Enemies, whom i fuch « Qoarrel we
might have to oppofe, notwichftanding all the Tersors mow
thrown out to make us believe, that the Nation itfeif is as
weak as our Enemies may think, the Counfe!- tha. govern it.
Yet though the Weaknefs is not in us, we muft {uffer the
Shame of it, and all the Mifchiefs attending upon Lofs of
Honour to 2 Nation. With what Contempt and Infolence
are we ufed by Spain, when in the fame Treaty where fhe
ftipulated that we fhall not have Liberty to fortify Charles-
Town itfelf, which is as undoubtedly ours as London or
York, that we muft not dare to dig a Ditch about it till this
Dicuffion is paft; the has not granted us a fhort Sufpenfion
of Hoftilities, a temporary Obfervance of Treaties in not
Searching our Ships ? 8o that, far from having a Peace, we
have not got fo much as a Truce. For fure the worthy
Member over the way did not believe himfelf when he
argued, that to have afked a Ceffation of Injuries would
have been allowing their Claim. If a Man were at Law’
with me for my Eftate, without any Title at all, and the
Cafe was referr’d to Arbitrators, fhould I let him cut down
my Woods, and make what Wafte he pleafed, till the Suit
was decided, for fear he fhould interpret the forbidding it,
as an Admiflion of his Claim ? Sure an Acquiefcence under
it would admit it much more.

¢ But, Sir, the worft of all Indignities is his Catholic
Majefly’s Behaviour with regard to the South Sea Com-
pany in La Quadra’s Proteft. That he fhould not deign to
fubmit his Accounts with them to a Reference, to which we
have fubmitted Things of fuch infinite Confequence, as the
Right we have to our Dominions, and the Security of our

“T'rade ; that he fhould value our Friendfhip {o litt'e, as not

even to grant us this Treaty, unlefs out'of an unliquidated
Account,
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Acecount the Part he claims be inftantly paid, without any Anno12.Geor
regard to the Balance, or that upon a Refufal of this, he I 1738
fhall deprive the Company of their Trade; that this thould ™ V
be the only Condition of his agreeing to fign this Con.
vention, and that we thould take it on thefe Terms is in.
deed altonithing, even to thofe who are ufed to confider the
repeated Infults of Spain, and the habitual Tamenefs of
England. —

¢ Sir, I entirely agree to what has been faid by fome
Gentlemen, that the Non-compliance of the Company to
this monftrous Demand will not forfeit what is ftipulated to
be paid to our Merchants, nor direttly annul the Convention,
~To be {fure it will not. But the Penalty annext to it, is
the depriving the Company, during the Pleafure of Spain,
of the Benefits of the Afliento Trade, and probably too the
Lofs of their Debt, againft Right and Juflice, and the Senfe
of all Treaties, Will our Government admit of this ?
Will they agree to it as juft ? If they do, it is evident, this
great Body of our Countrymen are put out of his Majelty’s
Protettion, and left at the Mercy of Spain; and it is no lefs
evident, that we buy this Convention at the Expence of a
great national Intereft, and by a Breach of national Faith,
of the Honour and Juftice of Parliament, which has fold
and confirmed this Trade to the Company. To fay, this
is not an Article, what will that avail ? It is much ftronger
than an Article, as it is the Bafe of the whole. [t is much
worfe than an Article, as the doing it in this War has an_
Air of Tricking and Evafion, that would fhame an Attor-
ney. Gentlemen may diltinguifh and refine as much as they
pleafe, but on this dirty Foundation this Convention does
ftand. If every other Part of it were as good as it is bad
and difhonourable, this alone fhould oblige us to reject it
with Scorn. With Scorn, Sir, let us rejed it, that toall
we have fuffer’d before, to all the accumulated Infults that
were ever heaped on a Nation, a worfe Difhonour may not
be added, and that Difhonour fall upon the Parliament.
And therefore I heartily give my Negative to this Queftion.*

Sir Robert Walpole.

Sig,

¢ Iam forry to hear a Queftion of this kind treated by gir Robere
one Side as this has been. It has been objefted to the Walpals. -
Convention, that it is not a definitive Treaty. No, it is
not ; but it has been proved that it has laid the Foundation
for a definitive Treaty ; and a Foundation, Sir, that muft
prove lafting to this Nation, and do Honour to every Per-
fon, Minifter or others, who have been Inftrumental in carry-
ing this Negotiation on., For my own Part, Sir, the

Vor, VL G greatst
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Anno12.Geo. greatet Honour I expe@ in fucceeding Times is, that it
11 1738-9. fhall be mentioned that I, when a Minifter, endeavoured
/7Y™ by this Convention to extricate my Ceuntry out of the
moft difagreeable Situation fhe perhaps ever was in, that of
going to War with a Nation with whom it is her greateft
%ntereft to be at Peace ; and at a Time too, when her doubt-
fol Sitvation with her Neighbours leaves her very little

Room to hope for any Afliftance but from her own Power.
¢ Gentlemen have already heard in what Situation we
are with regard to the other Powers of Europe ; they have
heard that {ome of them are not in a Condition to give us
any Afliltance ; and others, tho’ they are in a Condition to
aflift us, will be very ready to do us all the ill Offices that
are in their Power in cafe of a War with Spain.  In this
Situation, Sir, we have but a very melancholy Profpeft of
Succefs. If we were indeed free of Debt, if the Nation
were united within itfelf, and if we had nothing to dread
but from Spain, I thould be very little apprehenfive about
the Conlequences of our declaring War at prefent. But at
the fame Time, Sir, a War with Spain, after the Conceflions
fhe has made by this very Convention, would on our Parts
be unjuft, and if it is unjuft, it muft be impolitic and dithe.
nourable, I can eafily perceive by what Arts, and by whofe
Means, all the Clamour about this Convention has been
raifed ; but I am refolved, Sir, while I have the Honour to
ferve his Majeity in the Station I am in, to let no pepular
Clamour get the better of what I think is for my Country’s
Good. Asa Mintfter, I can have very little to dread from
our declaring War with Spain, nay, if I had nothing but my
own Cafe and Intereft to confult, it would be the f{afeft and
moft advantageous Meafure for me that could be purfued ;
but [ fhall never be for our facrififing our real Interefts for
the Purfuits of Military Glory ; and tho’ I have as great a
Regard as any Gentleman poffibly can have for thofe who
have the Honour to ferve his Majefty in a Military Cha-
ralter, yet while I have any thing to fay in his Majefty’s
Councils, I fhall always be againft leaving it in their Breafta
to decide the Queftion of Peace and War. This Nation,
as has been obferved by Gentlemen who have {poken againft
our coming to this Refolution, is a trading Nation, and the
Profperity of her Trade is what ought to be principally in
the Eye of every Gentleman in this Houfe. Therefore,
Gentlemen, even upon the Suppefition that this Con-
vention has not fo effeftually anfwes’d the Expetations of
this Houafe, ought to confider whether our declaring War
will be for the Benefit of our Trade; they ought to con.
fider what Profpeét of Succefs we can reafonably entertain in
cafe
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cafe of a War; and whether a fuccefsful War with Spain Annorz Geo
alone may not involve us in a very doubtfal, and a very cx- 1. ¥733-9.
penfive one with other Powers. Thefe are Confideritions, L/~ V N\J~
that while Gentlemen are debating upon this Subjeét never
once feem to enter their Thoughts, They lay it downasa
Maxim, that We ought immediately to enter upon War;
they allow nothing for the Uncertainty of the Event, for
the Interruption of Trade, and for the prodigious Expence
it mult be attended with. .
¢ But, Sir, fetting all thefe Confiderations afide, are we
to bave no regard to common Juftice? Are weto have no
regard for thofe Treaties, for the Obfervance of which,
Gentlemen in all Debates upon this Subje¢t have fo
warmly contended. Thefe Treaties pravide abfolutely,
that the Navigation to the Spanith Weit Indies fhall be re-
ferved to the Spaniards alone, except in the Cale of our
South-Sea Company’s Trade. Had this Stipulation no
manner of Meaning? And yet it has no Meaning, if what
Gentlemen now feem to infit vpon fhould be admirted.
They infit that oyr Ships ought never to be fearched,
whenever they are found, and Jet them be ever fo near the
g{mniﬂl Coafts, Pray, Sir, what is the plain Englith of
is; but that the Trade to the Spanith Weft-Indies ought
to be open to every Interloper of ours; far I think no
Gentleman has pointed out the leaft Difference there canbe
between throwing that Trade entirely open, and our having
a Liberty, not only of approaching as near as we pleafe tq
their Coafts, but of hovering onthem as long as we pleafe,
withogt being either Ropt or fearched.
¢ This, Sir, is the plain Englith of what the Gentlemen
who are for 2 War with Spain advance; the Convention,
on the other hand, flipulates, that the Treaties fubfifting
between the two Crowns fhould be the Rule of fettling all
manner of Controverfies relating to our Trade. If thefe
Treaties are to be the Rules of our Conduél on this Occafion,
we are in no manner of Danger to fuffer by the Convention,
fince it is allow'd on all Hands, thatall we ought in Realon
to claim is the Obfervance of them. Therefore, Sir, I
hope Gentlemen will think fit to agree to the Addrefs.”
The Queftion being put, the Addrefls wes agreed to, Divifion Aycs
Ayes 260, Noes 232. 260, loes 232
Next Day, Mareh g, the Report of the Refolution in p5i0n rhae
the Committee to addrefs his Majefty on the Convention be- the Refolu-
ing read, it was moved that the fame fhould be recommitted, tion be rdc
which being oppofed, Sir William Windham fpoke to the commutes.
following Purpoe. N
‘ G z Sir,
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Alt;no Y z.gco. Six, |
- 1738-9. ¢ Tho' the Propriety of this Addrefs was yefterday ver

m fully debated, yetP there is fo much to be faid againit it);

V}rindllﬁgfn that the Subje& grows upon ones Hands ; and tho’ we fat
very late, yet as it hds been faid that feveral Things were
faid for the Refolution, which were not an{wered, I am fure
that much of what might have been urged againft it was omit-
ted for want of Time. ' Therefore, 1 hope Gentlemen, be-
fore they agree to this plaufible, tho’ fatal Compliment to
the Crown, will at leaft give a leaving to all that may be
urged againft it; and confider that this is the laft Oppor-
tunity they can have of faving the Trade, the Honour, and
even the Independency of this Nation. For, Sir, I will ven.
ture to fay, that if we fhould agree to the Refolution of the
Committee, thefe muft all of them receive a mof irretrievable
Blow. '

¢ My Reafon for thinking fo is, becaufe if we agree to
this Refolution, we approve of the Convention, and by ap-
proving of the Convention we facrifife¢ every thing that
ought to be valuable to 2 free People, without having any
other Return but Infamy and Difhonour. ¥n brder to prove
this, Sir, I fhall confider the Convention even in the moft
favourable Light it can admit of, without' wrefling the
Words to 2 Meaning contraty to what they appear to carry.
¢ The firlt Article imports that the commercial Interefts

of both Nations cannot be eftablifhed ynlefs Care is taken
both to repair the Damages already fuftained, and to pie-
vent the like from happening afterwards. This very Pro-
pofition carries with it a tacit Condemnation of thofe who
have been for fome time paft at the Helm of our Affairs.
The Complaints of our Merchants and Sailors have lafted
for thefe twenty Years paft; the unjuftifiable Claims of
Spain are of an older Date, but they have never thought fit
to avow them, 'till within thefe twenty Years. Now, Sir,
fince, as the Preamble to the Convention takes Notice, it is
ablolute!y neceffary for the Intereft of this Nation that
thefe Grievances fhould be removed, I fhould be glad to
know why they were not removed fooner. Why have we
for thefe twenty' Years been negotiating, praying, and en-
treating } And why has Spain been {o long fuffer’d to bully,
infult, and opprefs us? Why has no Attention been given
to the Complaints of our Merchants? Why has the Chi-
cane cf that Court been fo long put up with ¥ Why wag it fo
fhamefully borne with, even after they had owned them-
felves to be in the wrong. Is it not notorious, Sir, that the
Court of Madrid, fix, feven, or eight Years ago, owned the
Injuilice and lllegality of fome Seizures ; that they have fent
Cedulas to their Governors in America ordering Retftitution;

anq
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and is it not notorious that thefe Governors have refufed to Annox2 Geq.
obey thefe Cedulas, and have afterwards been jaftified by 1I. 1738.9-
the Court of Spain for their Difobedience ¢ Can any Man .
be fo blind as not to fee what this is owing to? That they
granted ‘thefe Cedulas, becaufle at the Time perhaps they
had a favourite Point depending with ‘our Court. That
they gave us in Appearance fome Satisfa&tion, but fent
Orders to their Governors of a quite contrary Nature.
To what elfe, Sir, can we fuppofe the Difobedience and Im-
punity of thefe Governors were owing? The Cedulas were
difpatched to America; perhaps two Months were gone
before they arrived there ; they were then examined; a
thoufand trifling Obfervations were to be anfwered ; and
fomething fell in the Way, that before the Governor could
make the Reftitution defired, muft be laid before the Court
of Spain. Thus at leaft fix Months were trifled away,
during which time that Court had gained its Point, and
they flatly deny!d either to give us the Satisfallion they
had before agreed to; or to bring their Governors to any
imanner of Punifhment. An Inftance of this, Sir, you
have now lying before you in a Letter communicated by
the Marquis de la Quadra to our Minifler, where he tells
the latter very plainly, that the Spanith Governors in
America did very well in refufing to give the Satisfaction,
which by the Cedula fent him from Spain he was ordered
to give. Thus, Sir, in effe€t, we have had the moft grofs
Aftronts put upon us for thefe twenty Years paft, without
our fhewing any other Refentment than a Repetition of
humble Memorials to the fame Purpofe, Therefore it is
glain, that our Miniftry at leaft have been deficient in not
ringing our Difputes fooner to an Iffue, and thereby pre-
venting in a great meafure the injurious Treatment we
have received from Spain. This is the more inexcufable,
fince it appears by the Letter I have juft mentioned, that
the Claims of Spain were not confined to particular Faéls,
in which there might be fotne Doubtfulnefs, but firuck at
the very Root of our Commerce and free Natiifation in
the American Seas, We read there, that our Merchants
are to obferve a certain Courfe in flecring from one Part of
the Britifh Territories to another; and that the Spaniards
them{élves are to be the Judges, whether they obferve this
Cotirfe or not, This, Sir, 1s a Claim which I apprehend
deftroys our Navigation. For as no Treaty, nor any
pofitive Stipulation' lays down the Manner of our Navi-
gation in the Weft-Indies; if any particular Manner is to
be obferved, it muft be diftated by the Spaniards them-
felves 3 and after that, they are to be the fole Judges, w]l;&
they
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Anno 12 Geo. ther itis obferved or not. Thus, I fay, by this Claim our
II. 1738-9. Navigation in the American Seas lies at the Mercy of
Spain, while we have no other Relief than by baving re-
courfe to fruitle(s and unintelligible Memorials and Repre-
fentations. 1 will take the Liberty to fay farther, Sir, that
after this Point was by Commaud of the King of Spain
ftated to our Government, our Minifter at that Court thould
rot have been permitted to proceed one Step farther in his
Negotiations, till that Poine had been cleared wp. If they
had infilted upon their being the Judges of our Navigation ;
and in confequence of that had, as indeed they did fearch
and plunder our Shipping, our Minifters ought to have ad-
vifed his Majefty to declare War immediately ; and if
War had been declared, Sir, his Majefty would have been
fupported by his People; the Miniitry themfelves would
have become popular; the Nation would have been for-
midable; and no Power would have prefumed to trifle
with us, or to have talked in a Language that feems to

diftate in what manner we are to alt.
¢ A great deal more might be faid, Sir, upon this Subjeét
to prove how miferably deficient our Miniftry has been, in
not infifting peremptorily upon an Anfwer from the Court
of Spain as to their Claim of fearching our Ships. Had
they done that, the Affair muit have been brought to a very
thort Iffue; whereas the very fuffering fuch a Claim to be
difputed on their Side, was in effc& admitting it on ours;
fince thereby our moft valuable Rights were rendered doubt-
ful, nay I fhall be able, I believe, to prove, that by this
Convention they are fubjeQed to the Mercy of this infolent

Enemy. '

¢ Having taken this curfory View, Sir, of the Preamble
to the Convention, I fhall beg Gentlemen’s Patience, while
T trouble the Houfe with fome Oblervations upon the Arti-
cles themfelves. By the firft Article Plenipotentiaries are
to meet: For what Purpofe? Why to fettle every thing
that is in difpute between us ;- or, in other Words, we have
referred to two Spanifh, and two Englith Plenipotentiaries
to decide whether we have a Right to fail and carry on Com-
merce upon the American Seas. I fhall not trouble the
Houfe with repeating what has beer’ fo very well obferved
by Gentlemen who have already f{poken in this Debate.
I thall only beg Leave to fay, that the Gentlemen who are
for the Addrefs bring their Argument to this Inconfiftency,
that they muft either allow the Treaties between the two
Crowns to be dark, doubtful, and deficient; and confe-
quently, that this and the other Houfe have come to very
improper Refolutions by declaring upon thefe Treaties
that
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that our Right to a free Navigation in thefe Seas is clear Anno 12 Geo.
and undeubted ; or it muft be admitted that this Convention II, 1738-9.
is a very arbitrary, unwarantable Meafure, and exprefsly
contrary to the obvious Meaning of both Houfes of Parlia-
ment. . I fay one of thofe Propofitions muft be admitted ;
becaufe the Parliament having already called for and exa-
mined the Treaties between Us and Spain, they find that all
the- Rights, which Spain has pretended to difpute with us,
are fufficiently alcertained by thofe Treaties. They have
accordingly talken Refolutions upon the Footing which they
afford ; therefore, I fhould be glad to know how it has
happened that our Minifters appear to be of a different
Opinion. 1 believe when we came to the Refolutions al-
ready mentioned, there was no Gentleman here, who did
not imagine, that they were to ferve as Dire&ions for our
Miniftry to aét by ; and if the Parliament thought the
Rights of our Commerce and Navigation fufficiently fe-
cured by thofe Treaties, they enght not to have proceeded
one Step before the Spaniards had owned the fame.

But inftead of that, how have they behaved ? The Par-
liament fays, that the Treaties fufficiently fecure our Free-
dom of Narvigation: The Court of Madrid fays, they do
not. Our Miniflers, infltead of faying to the Spaniards,
¢ We wil not enter upon any Difcuflion of the Validity,
s or the Meaning of Treaties; for thefe are Points that
¢ we are not at Freedom to admit being difputed, fince they
¢ are alcertained by the Parliament of Great Britain, but
¢ we inhft upon thefe plain pofitive Falls, that you are not
¢ to fearch our Ships; and that you are to pay Damages
¢ for what you have alrexcy done in Violation of thofe
* Treaties. I fay, Sir, inftead of talking as they ought
to have done in this Language to the Court of Madrid,
they have admitted the Meaning of thefe T'reaties to be fo
far difputed, that it woild not be at all furprizing if Spain
thould difpute next, whether we have, or have nat a Right
to fail up the River Thames.

¢ This I can prove from the very Words of this Con-
vention, and if any Gentleman fhall offer the lealt Argu-
ment, that can prove the contrary with any Man of com-
mon Senfe, I will give my Voice for the Refolutions. By
the firlt Article of the Convention we find, that the Con-
ferences of the Plenipotentiaries are to be regulated ac-
cording to the Treaties of 1667, 1670, 1713, 1715, 1721,
1728, and 1729, including the Afficnto-Contract, and the
Convention of 1716, Now, Sir, tho’ I think it is ex-
tremely right that thofe Treaties fhould be the Ground-
work of our Negotiations, I think it very wrong, tfhat

after
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Annox2.Geo. after {o folemn a Declaration has been made by Parliament,

1L 1738-9. our Right of Navigation fhould be fubjeted to the Will of
any Plenipotentiary, be he Spanith or Englifh. Yet there
is nothing more plain than that they are: For we need but
to look into the fecond f{eperate Article of this Convention,
and there we fhall fee that a Doubt is made, whether or
not a Ship which was taken by the Spaniards fziling from
Antigua, no longer ago than the 14th of April latt, was
a lawful Prize. What is the Meaning, Sir, of this Article,
but that the Spaniards are doubtful whether we have by
Treaties a Riglit to fail on the American Seas at all. For
if we have fuch a Right, furely we can no where exercife
it {fo unexceptionably as within fight of-our own Ports ;
if they are doubtful whether a Ship is, or is not lawful
Prize when fhe fails from Antigua, and not a League from
Shore, may they not juft as well difpute whether we have
any Right to fail from Port{mouth or Plymouth, or any Sea-
Fort in England, to London, or Liverpool ?

¢ Therefore, Sir, I fay, that this fecond feperate Article
explains the Meaning of the firt Article of the Con-
vention ; and fhews that the Meeting of our Plenipoten-
tiaries with thofe of Spain is not in order to obtain Relief
from our Grievances, but to multiply them; and to decide
whether we have any Rightatall to a Navigation upon the
American Seas. At the fame time it appears, that our
Court are far from being ignorant that the Difpute between
us muft take this Turn; for the Court of Spain could never
raife any Doubt, whether we have a Liberty of failing from
Antigua, unlefs they had a Defign to difpute qur Right of
failing at all on the American Seas.

« The next Thing that I beg Leave to obferve, while I
am {peaking to this {econd Article, is the Stipulation with
regard to the Limits of Florida and Carolina, which are
likewife to be decided according to the Meaning of Trea-
ties, as if they were not already fufficiently aicertained.

¢ But the fecond Article fufficiently proves, that the
Spaniards apprehend we fhall give them up all the Colonies
that are in Difpute there; for we find that we muft not
prefume to put ourfelves in a Pofture of Defence in cafe
they thould be attacked. Now, Sir, 1 fhould be glad to
know of Gentlemen, why they fo ftrenuoufly laft Year in-
fifted upon the Neceflity of putting the Colony of Georgia,
which appears to have been for lome time paft a favourite
Settlement with this Nation, in a State of Defence? Why
was the Public put to the Expence of {fending thither a
Regiment with Engineers Stores, and every thing neceflary

for
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for making a vigorous Defence, ifit is'a Doubt whether we Anno 1: Geo.
have, or have not a2 Right to the Colony. IL 1738-p.

« Idid intend, Sir, to have gone thro® every other Arti-
cle of this Convention, but upon a Review I find I have
been in a great Meafure prevented by the Gentlemen who
have already {poken againit this Addrefs. Yet I cannot
help obfervirg the Manner, in which the definitive Nego-
tiation to be built upon this Treaty is to go forward. In
the firit Place, we don’t find one Word in this Convention
that ftipulates any Satisfadtion for the Breach of the Law of
Nations, and pofitive Treaties in the moft inhuman Man.
ner, by the Subje@s of the Crown of Spain; therefore,
they aie not to fuppofe, or at leaft they will not feppofe
that they have ‘done any thing amifs. For this Reafon
they will not be afraid to do the fame again; and thus they
have eight Months, appointed to the Plenipotentiaries for
finifhing their Conferences, to act all their Violences and Inju-
ries over again. And after thofe eight Months,we don’t find
a Word in the Convention, from which we can imagine, that
the Plenipotentiaries have a Right to give us any Satisfadtion
for whatthey may do in the mean Time. For my Part, accord-
ing to this Convention, I think they have acquired a kind
of Right to tTontinue their Depredations ; becaufe it is
evident that our Minifters have at leaft left it doubtful,
whether they were or were not in the wrong in doing what
they have done already. Give me Leave therefore, Sir, to
fuppofe that the Spaniards will continue their Depredations
daring the Time of the Conferences ; what will be the
Event? We may fay to the Court of Madrid; ¢« Here we
¢ have a farther Charge; your Guarda Coltas have done us
« more Damage for which we are to be fatisfied.” Isit not
natural for them to bid us look into the Convention, and
there we fhall find no fuch Agreemeat; they may tell us,
that the Convention was intended to regulate what was to
come, and that the Decifion of the Plenipotentiaries was to
have no Retrofpet. At laft, when Abundance of Me-
morials, Reprefentations, and Remonfirances have paft, the
whole may be left to a new Convention.

¢ ‘What Britith Subje&, therefore, will ventare his Pro.
perty to Sea, while fuch a Convention fhall fubfit ? He can
have no manner of Ruleto goby; he fees a Ship, that to
his thinking is in as far a Way ‘'of Trade as any Ship can
be, feized ; and after the Seizure, even our own Minifters,
nay, the Parliament of Great Britain, are in doubt whether
fhe is not lawfully feized ; how then can he venture to Sea ?
Nay, even tho’ the Capture of his Ship fhould be found il-
legal, all he can hope for is ?_;u'e Reftitution, after lofing

Voi1. VI. all
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Anno 12 Geo. all the Benefit of his Trade, and the Charge of the Ship,
1L 1738-9. befides Seamen’s Wages, Repairs, and a thoufand other ex-
/"Y' penfive Articles, for perhaps upwards of a Twelvemonth.
« But I am afraid, Sir, that there is fomewhat more than
bare Suppofitions to fupport the Cafe I have put. I am
afraid, the Spaniards have already, even'fince the figning
of this Convention, given Proofs in what manner they un-
derftand it. You have now upon your Tablea * Petition
from the Owners of a Ship, the Mafter of which was at the
Tire of prefenting their Petition, as they conceived, a
Prifoner in Old Spain. He has fince, indeed, been re-
leafed ; but not till after his Ship was confifcated, and after
he had fuffered a long and tedious Imprifonment, even af-
ter the Convention was figned. Nay, we were told at the
Bar of one Houfe, that our Minifter-Plenipotentiary at the
Court of Madrid prefented Memorials for his Releafement,
and no Regard was had to them.

This, Sir, is fo pofitive an Indication of the Manner in
which the Court of Madrid underftands the Convention,
that I cannot imagine the leaft Doubt can arife on that
Head. Have we had any Information yet, that Orders
have been {ent by the Court of Madrid to their Governors
in America, for reftoring the two South-Sea Sloops, which
they have detained, or for drawing off their Gyard from
our Faftory at the Havannah? If they had thqught that
this Convention obliged them to difcontinue their Hoftili-
ties, they thould kave immediately given thefe Orders,
with fevere Injunétions to all their Governors and Officers,
againtt fuffering any fuch Violences for the future. '

" No Gentleman here, I hope, will take upon him to
fay, that the Sentiments of our Merchants, and gheir Pe-
titions cught to have no Weight with us upon this Oc-
cafion. 1 am of Opinion, Sir, that they are the beft Judges
how far it is praticable to carry on the Weft India Trade,
3f the Convention fhould be approved by Parliament ; and
you fee in their 4 Petltion, that they are under the ver
fame Apprehenficns that I have exprefled. They think this
Convention makes the Mafters of every Guarda Cofta fu-
perior in Strength to a Britith Ship that fhall fall in their
Way, the Mafters of the Liberty and Property of Britifh
Subjefts. In fhort, the very Petitions that now lie upon
the Table, conﬁderin% from whom they come, and for what
End they are intended, ought to be fufficient to determing
us to refufe our Affent to the Refolution.

¢ But tho” I have the moft exquifite Senfe of what our

Merchants

® Sec the preceeding Volmney § Bhid
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Merchants and Sailors have fuffered from Spain, give me Annoi2.Geo.

Leave to fay, Sir, that the Reftitution due ‘to them is but Hj ’?38‘9“

the fecond Confideration that cught now to engage our /"~ ¥
Attention, We have a more important Point to difcufs,
and that is, the Security of our Navigation for the future.
I am afraid, Sir, that our Minifters have but half under-
flood the Court of Spain upon this Head. They have
taken it for granted, that all which that Court infills upon
is; the Regulation of fome particular Points, and the Dif-
cuflion of certain Fafts relating to our American Navi-
gation. But, as I faid before, this very Convention proves,
thdt they difpute our having any Right of Navigation at
all upon the American Seas.. This Is no new Claim of
“theirs ; itisa Claim which they have formerly trumpt up,
‘fonded upon the preténded ridiculous Donation of all
America to the Crown of Spain by the See of Rome. Nay,
fo fond were they of this imaginary Right, that we find
by theit own Authors, that not much above a Century and
a Half ago, their Admirals, whom thé¢y fent out to Ame-
riéa, hrad it in their Infiraftions to treat all Ships which
they found failing to the Weftward of the Azores Iflands
as Pirates. The Weaknefs of that Crown hindered them, -
indeed, from infifting upon this ridiculous Right; but when
Gentlemen confider the Genius of that Court, and their
Stiffnefs in every thing that regards themfelves, they will
not at all be furprized to find thar, wheén they faw they had
to do- with a pufitanimous weak Miniftry, they fhould re-
new their Claims. 1 don’t, indeed, fay, that they have as
yét made any exprefs Declaration upon that Head, becaufe
1A that Event, the French, the Duich, and every other
Nation whé has any Property in thé American Trade,
maft Rave been alarmeéd equally with us; but I think it is
very pkin from their Condu®, and from their jultifying
that Condudt, that they can mean nothing lefs than an Ex-
clufive Privilegé to themfelves of Navigation in the Ame-
rican Seas. For I will challenge any Gentleman who is
for our agreeing to this Addréfs, to point out by what
Means it is poflible for us to fail in thefe Seas, to fail from
one of our own Colonies to another, even the moft conti-
ﬁh'ﬁus, if the Spaniards can be juftified in the Captures they

ave already madé of our Ships?

¢ Jr has been proved, Sir, at the Bar of this Houfe, that
they hzve feized Ships within Sight of their own Settlements,
tho' the Mafters of thofe Ships were obliged to approach
their Coaffs by Reafon of the Force of Winds and [ides:
You have heard it proved, that they have taken Ships not
within Sight of any Eand; and that they have taken them
Ha2 within
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Anno12.Geo. within Sight, nay, almeft within Gun-fhot of eur owm’

1L 1738-90.

Shores. If ‘they can be juftified in thefe Caprures, I
fhould beg to know what Cafe can happen, in which we
can fail on thefe Seas.
¢ But that I may not {eem to fpeak without the beft Au-
thority, I fhall take the Liberty to read the Extradt of a
Paper, which now lies upon your Table, and is taken from
the Words of the Declaration made by the Spanith Com-
miffaries to ours at the Conferences fubfequent to the
Treaty of Seville,
¢ In this Declaration it is faid, ¢ That whereas the
¢ King their Mafter hath an indifputable Right, by the
« Gift' of Pope Alexander the VIth, &c. to the Pro-
« perty and Dominions of all the Contments, Iflands, and
« Seas adjacent, either already difcovered, or that fhall here-
¢ after be difcovered between the Artic and Antartic Poles,
a hundred Leagues Weftward of the Iflands des Azores ;
- excepting thofe Places which have fince by Agreement
« with his Catholic Majefty been pofiet by other Princes,
- and whereas the Britith Nation have introduced them-
¢ felves into the faid Dominions, without the Confent of
his faid Catholic Majefty, particularly into the Iflands of
¢ New Providence, St. Catherine, St, Andrew, Port Royal,
¢ &c.” and within the Limits of Florida, that, therefore,
we ought to evacuateall thefe Places. This Demand, Sir,
is fo ridiculous, that if any Gentleman had aflerted without
good Proofs, that a People in their right Senfes could have
made it, I dare fay he would have found Difficulty to have
gained Belief. For it not only cuts us out of the Places
mentioned, but out of Jamaica, and fome other of our
moft valyable Poffeffions. I have heard an Honourable
.Gentlemen over the Way fay, that we never could kring
the Crown of Spain :0 acknowledge our Right to the
Ifland of Jamaica ; I believe, nor to any Pofleflion we have
in America; therefore this Demand may be extended to all
our American Pofleffions.
¢« It is owing, Sir, to cur Miniftry overlooking and
treating in a foothing tender Manner this Infolence of
Spam ‘that we have hitherto obtained nothing from them,
but an Addition of Infamy from repeated Injuries; and
this Convention may be called the Coup de Grace to that
miferable lingering State, which our Navigation and Com-
merce have been long in. Whereas had they crufhed the
Evil in its Bud ; had they refolved to break off all Confe-
rences unlefs thofe romantic Claims were relinquithed, the
Spaniards would never have ventured to perfift either in their
;nJuncus ‘Treatment of our Merchants, or the Abfurdity of

their
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their own Pretenfions. But by even continuing to treat Anno 12.Geo.
while fuch a Claim was upon the Carpet, they had reafon 1I. 1738-¢..
to think that we were either afraid to difoblige them, or
that there was more Juftice in their Demands, than they
themfelves perhaps at firlt were aware of. This gave them
Encouragement to perfift in them till they have at lait fuce
ceeded fo far as to get a Convention, which opens to them
a fair Profpett of obtaining whatever their own chimerical
Withes could fuggeft.
« I afk Pardon for troubling the Houfe thus long; but the
Importance of the prefent Queftion, I think, demands that
eyery Gentleman fhould fpeak even the Fulnefs of his
Senfe : It s the laft time Sir, if we agree to this Refolution,
that we perhaps fhall have an Opportanity of Debate upon
any thing that concerns the Trade or Navigation of this

Kingdom ; therefore I hope the Refolution will be re-
committed.”

~ Sir Robert Walpole,
S1r,

¢ The Propriety of the Refolution we are now debating sir Robert
was fo fully confidered Yefterday, that I did not imagine it Walpgle.
would have met with fo ftrenuous an Oppofition To-day. '
However, as Gentlemen feem determined to make a Point
of this Queftion, I am not at all afraid of having it once
again fully and impartially confidered ; and I dare fay tuat
fuch Gentlemen, who were for the Refolution in the Com-
mittee, will be thereby more confirmed to approve of it in
the Houle.

¢ I fhall not take upon me, Sir, to anfwer regularly every
thing the Honourable Gentleman was pleafed to advance ;
but I will venture to fay, that I am able to anfwer every
thing he has advanced to the Purpofe. The Preamble to
the Convention was found fault with ; Why ? Becaufe it re-
cites that Differences have arifen between the two Crowns
on account of the vifiting, fearching, and taking of Vef-
fels, the feizing of Effefls, and regulating of Limits;
therefore the Minifters of the two Crowns are to take Care,
as far as in them lies, that no farther Caufes of fuch Com.
p'aints thall exit. ‘This Preamble has been reprefented as
a kind of owning the Right which the Spaniards pretend
to in the American Seas, For my Part, Sir, I cannot fee
the leaft Foundation for fuch a Suggeftion. Did not this
Houfe laft Seflion recommend to his Majelly to have ail
thefe Caufes of Complaint removed ? This was the pro-
feled Intemtion of all thofe Negotiations agankt which
Gentlemen have fo much exclaimed. And I fhould be
Flad to know in what manner the Gentiemen Ithcmfclv;*;

wou
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Annor2.Geo. would have penned this Preamblé? Could it have been
H. 17:8-9. (aid in this Preamble, that Differences have not arifen, and
o/ that the Convention was intended to perpetuate thofe Dif-
ferences? And yet I don’t fee any other Meaning that an
Objeétion to this Preamble can convey, but that the con-

trary of what is there advanced is true.
¢« Gentiemen, when they fpeak of the Spanith Depre-
dations, take it for granted that the Spanith Court have as
good Evidence for the Illegality of the Captures made by
their Guarda Coft4, and other Veffels as this Houfe has.
But give me Leave to fay, Sir, that the Cafe is far otherwife ;
for tho’ the Injuries our Merchants have received have
been fully proved at the Bar of this Houfe, yet it is by no
means {o eafy for a Minifter refiding at a foreign Court to
make the Spaniards equally fenfible of this as we are, who
were prelent when the Proofs were given in. Tlerefore it
is highly unreafonable to imagine that we had no more todo,
but to draw out a neat Account of our Lofles, and to have
given it to the Spanifh Miniftry, and that they would in-
ftantly have figned it, and ordered Payment. 1 could with
all my Heart have wifthed that this had been the Cafe;
but do Gentlemen imagine, that if wé had been in the
wrong, if the Complaints againft us had been examined
at the Court of Spain, and if they had fent over a peremp-
tory Demand here for Payment of the Balance, that our
Miniltry would have been juftifiable, had they immediately
comply'd with their Demand. 1 am fure the Honourable:
Gentleman who {poke laft would be one of the firft to ar-
raign- them, if they fhould do fuch a thing. " Let Gentle-
men lay their Hands on their Hearts, and confider what the
Miniftry here ought to have don¢ : Were they to give into
the Court of Madrid a Bill of their Damages, and demand
rmmediate Payment without the leaft Examination? Were
fhicy to threaten, that in cafe that Court fhould pretend to
écl¥y Payment, tho’ but for an Hour, we would go to War ?
By no Means. Then what ought they to have done?
Why they ought to have laid the Grievarices of the Natior
before that Courr, in confequence of the Advice of Parlia-
ment to his Majefty, and endeavoured to obtain Satisfition
for the Part and' Secusity againft all future Injuries. But
this is précifely the Thing they have done ; and done it,
I will veature .t6 fay, with unparalleled Succefs. The
Spaniards have owned thar they have been in the wrong,
they have agreed to make Satisfaélion, and to fubmit to
regulate every thing in Difpute according 't Treéaties. But,
fays the Honourable Gentlemian, why did not we obtain an
exprefs Renunciation-on the Part of Spain of all her xiidi..
1 culous
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culous romantic Claims? Why did not our Miniftry throw Anpo 12 Geo.
up all future Negotistions with them? Why did we not 1L 17389
infitt, faid another Honourable Gentieman, upon having
the Authors of our Injuries brought to condign Punifh-
‘ment? As to the firft of thefe Points, perhaps it may nge
appear quite fo reafonable to the Spaniards, as it does to
fome Gentlemen in this Houfe. 1 would have Gentlemen
rightly to diftinguith between the Points that are contraverted
by Spain, and thofe that are not; between the Points that
are admitted by us, and thofe that are not.
¢ $pain, as I fhall prove by and by, notwithftanding
all that has been faid by the Honourable Gentleman who
fpoke laf, never has pretended to dilpute ‘our Right of
failing from ove of our own Settlements to another; but
the pretends, that in the Courfe of that Navigation we ought
not to toych upon her Coafts, nor to trade with any of her
Subjefts. We, on the other hand, admit that the Spaniards
bave a Right to prevent any Trade from being carried on
by the Subjeéts of other Nations with hers, except that
Trade whicn is exprefsly ftipulated by the Affiento-T'reaty.
But-we deny, that under that Pretence her Subjefts onght
to ftop or fearch our Ships. This, Sir, is a fhort State of
the Controverfy between Us and Spain, and perhaps it is
attended with more Difficylties than may be imagined.
¢ For in the firt place, tho' their Claim of fearching
our Ships may feem highly unreafonable to us, it may ap-
pear quite otherwifc to them. They have on their Side
the conftant Prattice of all Nations, who have, and exercife
a Right of flopping and fearching all Ships which they
fufpe&t as carrying on an illicite Trade with their Subjccis.
I Enow it is faid, that this Right cannot extend to the Ame-
rican Seas, becaufe that in them there can be no Obje& of
Search on board our Ships, fince all Trade between the
Bpaniards and Us in thofe Seas isabfolutely prohibited. Sir,
I thall not at prefent difpute the general Senfe of this Pro-
pofition, but Gentlemen will pleafe to confider the Con-
fequences if it is too far extended. Suppofe, for inftance,
that an Englifh Ship is leen hovering off of the Spanith
Coafts ; fuppofe that the Spanifh Officers fhall fee Boats,
loaded with Goods paft and repafs daily and hourly betwecn
their Shore and this Ship; what! are they to take no man-
mer of Notice of fuch a Ship? Are they to wink, to con-
nive at a Pralice fo utterly repugnant to the Meaning of
all the Treaties between them and us? This, Sir, would I
think be carrying the general Propofition I have juft now
mentioned too far, The Parli:ment could never mean, in
their Addrefs to his Majefty, that we fhould affert a Clairfn
o
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Anno 12.Geo. fo inconfitent with Treaties, All we meant, I wiil ven-
11, ¥73%-9. ture to fay, was to aflert it fo far as T'reaties could warrant
" Y \./ it, and no farther; if we meant any thing elfe, it was un-
jult. But Gentlemen never reflet that in all their Speeches
and Reafonings againft the Convention they plead for this
unlimited, this unjuftifiable Senfe of that Propofition.
They don’t refle@, that if we had infilted upon any other
‘Terms than what are contained in the Convention, they
muft have been to bind the Hands of the Spaniards abfo-
Iutely up from preventing any unlawful Trade that may be
.carried on upon their Coafts ; which I am fure never could
be the Intention of Parliament, nor can be juftified by
Treaties.

¢ I know, Sir, with what a tender Hand the Interefts of
Trade ought to be touched, and I know too with what
“Views all the Clamour againft this Convention have been
raifed ; but I am convinted that the Interefts of Trade are
never fo well confulted, as when it is carried on agreeably
to Treaties. 1f, in order to gratify the Pique and Refent-
ment of any particular Sett of Men among ourfelves, we
fhall encourage Meafures that deitroy the Intention of
Treaties, we fhall foon fee our Trade ruined. Every
Nation in Europe will become jealous of us, and perhaps
may conipire our Deftrution. It is only by preferving the
Faith of the Nation in carrying on our American Com.
merce, that we fhall be able to prevent fuch 2 Confpiracy ;
for upon the Bafis of that Commerce, every other -Branch
of our Commerce is founded. If the other Powers of
Europe fhould once conceive a Jealoufy that we intended to
engrofs the whole of that Commerce to ourfelves, do we
imagine they would fit cool and unconcerned ? No, Sir; in
fuch an Event, even your beft Friends would look upon
your Conquefts with a jealous Eye, and your moft powerful
Neighbours would continue neutral no longer than your
Succefs fhould alarm their Fears. It is the Inaftivity and
Lazinefs of the Spanifh Nation, that is her greateit Se-
curity in her Pofleflion of the American Treafure : Bug
were thefe Treafures to fall into the Hands of a People,
who knew how to engrofs them to themfelves ; who knew
how to keep them from becoming, as foon asthey arrive,
the Property of other Nations, we fhould foon fee a

Change in their pacific Difpofitions.
¢ It was in order to prevent this from ever becoming the
Cafe, that fo great Care was taken tofecure by all Treaties,
in which the Spaniards have been contralting Parties, the
Pofleffion of the Spanith Weft-Indies to that Crown; and
the Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, which flipulates that
Pofleflion,
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Pofleflion, makes it the Foundation, the Sine gua nox of all Anno 12 Geo,
the Negotiations, not only between Spain and Us, but - 17339
among all the Powers of Europe. Therefore, Gentiemen
ought to be extremely tender of urging this Point; it is a
String, which if not delicately touched may create a Dif-
cord and Jarring in our Syftem of Interefts with cur Neigh«
bours, that may diforder the whole. It is eafy from the
Words of Treaties to raife Objetions, and throw in Dif.
ficulties, that may caufe a Clamour, but if a Minifter confults
the Senfe and Spirit of thofe Treaties, he muft be juftified
by his Country.

¢ Having faid thus much, I fhould be glad to know
whether it can be thought reafonable that the Miniftry here
fhould have infifted upon the Spaniards granting us ablo-
lutely and immediately all we atk, without {uffering the
leaft Examination into our Pretenfions, (which by the bye
are quite new to the Court of Madrid.) Can Gentlemen
deny, but that there is at leaft fome D:fficulty in reconciling
thofe Points, which they don’t pretend to difpute with us,
to thofe Points which we cannot contravert with them?
Can they deny, that even tho’ Spain had been difpoled to
grant us all at once, without difputing, without examining
into the Authority, upon which we founded our Claims,
that it would not have been proper to be a little cautious,
in what manner fuch a Concefficn thould be couched, {o as
that it might give no Un.brage to our Neighbours?

¢ And now, Sir, that [ have gone thus far, give me
Leave to mention one or two Difficalties, which are found-
ed on the Words of thole very Treaties, in which the
Gentlemen who are againft this Refolation fo much
trismph. They have infilted, that the American Treaty,
made in 1670, was the firlt Treaty exprelsly made that
laid us under any Prohibition of Trading to America.
Therefore, fay they, as no mention is there made of a
Search, or of prohitited Goods, it never can be conftrued
to extend to either, and we have by that Treaty a Right
to fail as near the Spanifh Coails in America as we pleale,
without being fubjeft to a Search. But I find, Sir, that
this Treaty of 1070 confirms by its firlt Article the Lreaty
ot 1667, and by this lail-mentioned Treaty a Vifit and
Search too, if no fatisfactory Account of the Ship’s Cargo
is given to the Party vifiting, is expreisly ftipulated,
But, fay Gentlemen, this Stipulation is only for the Eu-
ropean Commerce. I fhall not difpute at prefent, Sir,
whether it is or is not, but I den’t ind any Expreflions in
that Treaty which determine the Senfe to the European
Commerce alone,

Vor. VI, 1 The
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¢ The Treaty of 1667, is-as exprels with regard to the
Prohibition of our failing to the American Coafts as the
Treaty of 1670 is; and I cannet but obferve that the 8th
Article of the Treaty 1670, which prohibits the Subjefls
of cither State from failing to the Settlements of the other
in America, is almoft tranfcribed from the 6th Article of
the Treaty of Munfler in 1648, to which the 8th Article
of the Treaty of 1667 refers. I will take the Liberty to
read the Words of the feveral Articles, becaufe I believe
Gentlemen who have fpoken upon this Subjeét have not
fufficiently confidered them.

¢« The Words [of the 8th Article of the Treaty 1667
run thus: ¢ And for what may concern both the Indies,
and any other Parts whatfoever, the King of Spain doth
grant to the King of Great Britain, and his Subjeéts, all
that is granted to the united States of the Low Countries,
and their Subje&s in their Treaty of Munfter 1748 point
for point, in as full and ample Manner as if the fame were
herein particularly inferted, the fame Rules being to be
obferved, whereunto the Subjeéts of the {aid United States
< are obliged, and mutual Oflices of Friendfhips to be per-
¢ formed irom one Side to the other.” As this Article can-
not be underfiood without the Articles referr’d to in the
Treaty of Munfter, I fhall beg Leave to read that too,
from the Book I have in my Hand : The firft Article efta.
blifhes in the State:«General the Right of Ui Poffdetis as
to all their Pofleflions in America; and the fixth Article

proceeds as follows.
¢ And as to the Weft Indies, the Subjefts and Inhabitants
< of the Kingdoms, Provinces, and Lands of the faid Lords,
¢ the King and States refpe@ively fhall forbear to navi-
v gate and traffic in all the Havens, Harbours, and Places
¢ provided with Forts, Lodgments, or Caftles, and all other
¢« Places poffeft by one or the other Party ; (namely) the
s Subjeéts of the faid Lord the King fhall not fail and
« traffic in thofe held by the faid Lords, the States, nor the
5 Subjeftsof the {aid Lords the States, nor the Subjects of the
¢ faid Lords the States in thofe held by the {aid Lord the King.’
How agreeable this is to the Words of the 8th Article of
the Treaty of 1670, Gentlemen fhall judge. The Worda

of that Article are;
« The Subje@s and Inhabitants, Merchants, Captains,
¢ Marines, and Maflers of Ships of the Kingdoms, Pro-
¢ vinces, and lerritories of each King, refpeétively fhall
¢ abftain and forbear from trading and navigating in the
s Ports, and in the Places where Forts, Warehoufes, or
= Caftles are built, and in all ether Places pofisht by qnehor
¢ othex
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€ other Party in the Weit-Indies." The reft of the Article Anno12.Geo
is tranfcribed from that of the Treaty of Munfter, mautazis 1. 57389
mut andis. PaVal)

¢ From this it appears that the Prohibition of our not
failing to the Spanith Weft-Indies exifted before the Treaty
of 1650. Now, Sir, tho' I am as far from being an Ad. \
vocate for Spain as any Gentleman in this Houfe 15, yet I
fubmit it to Confideration, whether it was reafonable to ex-
pect that the Spaniards were to fign a Charte blanch, and
agree to our Demand of giving up all Rights to a Search,
before they had conmfidered whether they had not, by the
Treaty of 1667, a Right to fearch our Ships in America
as well as in Europe.

¢ Gentlemen have been very fevere upon the Authors of
this Convention, for proceeding in any Negotiation at al}
before the Spaniards had abfolutely diiclaimed this Point,
But give me Leave, Sir, to fay, it is but a new Argument,
even in this Houfe, that the Spaniards have no Right toa
Search upona any Account whatfover; and if it is new to
us, it muft be {fo to them; and therefore it is not at all
furprizing that they fhould infift upon fome Time to deli-
berate. I remember when the Treaty of Seville was ap-
proved of by Parliament, the Gentlemen whodifliked thae
Treaty did not make Ufe of this Argument; and in all
the Courfe of our Debates it was ftill underftood, that Spain
had a Right toa Search in certain Cafes. There is nothing
left in this Convention to the Difcuffion of Plenipotentiaries,
which was not virtually left by the Treaty of Seville, to
the Difcuffion of Commiffaries; yet I did not hear any
Gentleman fay at that time, that the Rights of our Na-
vigation and Commerce were given up and {hamefully be.
tray’d. ‘To prove what I have faid with regard to what
was referred to the Commiffaries, who were to meet in con-
fequence of the Treaty of Seville, I need only to read the
6th Article of that Treaty, which runs thus;

¢ Commiffaries to be appointed on the Part of their
¢ Britannic and Catholic Majefties, to examine and decide
¢ what concerns the Ships and Effelts taken at Sea on
¢ either Side, to the Time fpecify’d in the preceeding
¢ Article (meaning the Year 1728.) And to examine and
 decide according to the Treaties the refpefive Preten.
* fions which relate to the Abufes that are fuppofed to have
¢ been committed in Commerce, as well in the Indies, as
¢ Europe, and all other refpedtive Pretenfions in America
¢ founded on Treaties, whether with refpe& to the Limits
¢ or otherwife.’—Now, Sir, is any thing more referred to
ghe Plenipotentiaries by this Convention ? therefore [ ihoull)d
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Anno 12.Geo. be glad to know why fuch a Clamour is raifed now on that
1. 1738-9. Fead, and if the Point of no Search be fo clear in our
Favour as Gentlemen would have it, was it not as clear

then as now ?
¢ But it is faid, bhere is the Cafe of a Ship failing from
one of oar own Colonies, and not {fo much as pretended to
be within the Spanifh Limits, fubmitted to the Difcuffion of
our Plenipotentiaries; and this will be a great Difcourage-
ment to our Merchants carrying on that Commerce, during
the intermediate Time. If the Cafe were as the Honourable
Gentleman has reprefented it, I don’t know but it might
have that Effe€t; but we ought to confider, Sir, that it is
not only the Place in which a Ship is found to carry on
Commerce, that makes {uch a Ship a Prize, but the Species
of Goods that are on board. To be fure, if there were
no other Objeftion againft that Ship, the Success, than that
fhe was failing cut of Antigua, as the Honourable Gentle-
man has been pleafed to ftate the Matter, it had been a
very ridiculous Subjeé&t for the Difcuflion of the Plenipotén-
tiaries, buat as there are other Circumftances, which ac-
cording to the Claims of Spain may make her a lawful
Prize, the Article with regard to her is both prudent and
reafonable, nor can it ever prejudge any of our juft Rights.
¢ Having thus, I hope, obviated all that has been fo ad-
vanced againft this Convention, I fhall now take the Li-
berty to fay a Word or two in an{wer to what was faid
with regard to the Claim of the Spaniards, to an exclu-
five Privilege of Navigation in the American Seas. It
was faid, that in the Conferences with our Commiffaries
the Spaniards had infifted upon fuch a Privilege : To prove
this, a Paflsge from one of the Papers upon your Tuble was
produced ; but how does that Paflage prove it? It proves
that a ridiculous romantic Claim was entered by the Spanifh
Commiflaries, and this Convention proves that they have
relinquithed it fince. But the Honourable Gentleman did
not enough attend to the Paflage, when he faid that it ex-
tended to a2 Claim of an exclufive Right, for we find it
1s reftriGted to thofe Places which have not been by Agree-
ment with his Catholic Majefty poficft by other Nations.
Therefore it never can be conitrued to comprehend any of
eur Pofieflions which we held before the Treaty 1670, be-
cauafe in that Treaty we have from Spain an Article of
* Uti Peffrdetis, by which that Crown confents to our en-
Joying all the Property of what we were then in Pofleffion of.
< Upon the whole, Sir, I cannot iee the leaft Foundation
for

[ro—
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for our refufing to agree with the Committee in thofe Re- Annoy: Geo.
{olutions, for a dutiful and grateful Addrefs to the Crown." 1L 1;-8.0.

Mr. Pultney, YN\

Sig,

¢ The plaufible Pretence of addrefling the Crown fhall Mr. Pultney.
never induce me to betray the Truft placed in me by my
Country 5 and when I view this Queflion in its proper
Light, to me it appears to be 2 mddeft Demand made by
the Miniftry, that we thould, without the leaft Satisfa&tion
given us, ftrike off the long Account due to us from Spain,
for the moft injurious Treatment of the Subjefts, and the
grofleft Infults on the Crown of Great Britain: That we
thould give up all Security for the Exercife of that Com.
merce, which is at prefent the only Support of this Nation :
That we fhould give up the Right of this Houfe to arraign
a pufillanimous, weak, deftruflive Meafure of the Miniltry,
or rather one Man in the Miniftry: In (hort, that we fhould
facrifice all that can be dear and valuable to us, as a free
People, in order to fupport one Man in his Power.

¢ What has hitherto been offered in favour of this Con-
vention, Sir, confirms me more and more in the Opinion,
that it is a Meafure deftruive to the Nation. Gentlemen
may remember, that in the Jaft Seflion I was for aflerting
the Rights of this Nation in America, after a fironger and
mote explicit Manner than we then did. For this Pur-
pofe I offered fome Refolutions to the Houfe that had not
the good Fortune to be approved of. The Right Honourable
Gentleman, who fits near me, § amended, or rather new
modelled them into the Refolutions which were prefented
to h's Majefty, I forefaw, Sir, I foretold a great Part of
the Arguments which have actually been made Ufe of in
favour of the Convention, But this Meafure, tho' we
know it is the Gentleman’s, is far from being correfpondent
even to the Gentleman’s Refolutions, if [ may fo call them.
The Refolutions affert our undoubted Right to a free Na.
vigation in America. But this is fo far from being fecured,
or afferted by the Convention, that it is allually given up.
For, Sir, if it be undoubted, why is it fubmitted to a future
Difcuffion ? To what end are Plenipotentiaries named, if
not to clear up fome Points that remain doubtful ? The
very Words of the Convention make the Doubt: For we
there fee, that the Rights of Navigation and Commerce of
this Nation are to be fettled by Plenipotentiaries.  Sir, they
want no fett’ing; we have already found and declared
what our jult Rights are; and fhall thefe Gentlemen tell
us by this Convention that we are miftaken ?

Su mrafe

§ Sir Rotert Walole,
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¢ Suppofe, Sir, that a neighbouring Power was to ftart a
Claim, which affe&ted the Independency of this Crown and
Kingdom ; fuppofe the Parliament had come to a Refo-
lution, and prefented the fame to his Majefty, telling him
that the Independency of his Crown is clear and undoubted,
and that we will ftand by him to the Jaft Shilling of our
Fortunes, and the laft Drop of our Blood; fhall any Mi-
npifter, after fuch Declaration, fo far proftitute the Dignity
of his Majefty and the Kingdom, as to refer the Indepen-
dency of the Crown to the Decifion of what fhall I
call them ; two Creatures of his own, diftinguifhed by no
one Qualification, but a blind Obedience to his Commands ?
Gentlemen may fay this Cafe is not in the leaft applicable
to that of the Convention. I own, Sir, the Independency
of the Crown is not immediately affefted by the Claims of
Spain : But will not the Honour and Interelt of the Nation,
which fupports that Independency, be both affeted ? If we
give up our Trade, where fhall we find Refources to fup-
por: ourfelves either againft foreign or domeftic Enemies ?
If we meanly floop to the Diftates of a haughty infolent
Court; if we barter away the Lives and Liberties of
Evglilhmen for a fneaking, temporary, difgraceful Expe-
dient; what Cocrt in Europe will any longer regard us as
an independent People ?

s But tho” we had obtained from Spain much better
Terms than it appears are obtained, we have weakened the
Rights of this Nation by the very Manner in which we
treated about them. We treated, Sir, as humble abjeét Slaves
would with an infolent arbitrary Mafter. We have yielded
every Point in Difpute, and have not got one fingle Con-
ceffon in our Favour. We have been treating about Rights
ta Satistaction for Injuries, for Infults, for Barbarities, that
1 believe were never before attempted to be palliated by
spy People who ever heard of Law and Juftice ; and what
makes it ftill more difgraceful to us, we have been treat-
ing, while the other is Party fill plundering: Even at the
'Time when this mock Satisfattion was obtained, the Spa-
niards were repeating the very Injuries and Infults for which

.the Honourable Gentleman and his Friends pretend they

have made us Reparation. They pretend, Sir, that this
was the wifelt and the moft eligible way of proceeding ;
but it was aéting a Part the very Reverfe of what was aéted
by the wifeft and the braveft People that ever lived. They
always refufed to treat with an Enemy who had gained an
Advantage over them i but when that Enemy was fubdued,
they readily confented to reafonable Terms. We, on the
other hand, have given our Eremies great Advantages from

our
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our Pufillanimity and Compliance; we have treated with Anno 12 Geo.
all the Submiffion of a conquered People, and given up all 1I. 1733-9.
the Superiority we might have claimed from our Strength

and Situation. Had we followed the Maxims of that wife

People, we fhould have told the Spaniards our Terms: If

they had not accepted them, we ought to have ventured our

all, rather than {ubmitted in one Article; if we had been

conquered, Sir, we could not have been in a2 worle Situation

than we are put into by this Treaty ; and if we had con-

quered, then was the Time to have extended our Favour,

if we could have done it confiftently with the Honour of

Great Britain. ‘This, Sir, would have been no romantic

way of alting; it would have preferved our Reputation,

which is infeparable from the Welfare of a Trading People ;

it would have thewed our Enemies that we were determined

to preferve our Commerce and Liberties at the Hazard of

our Lives, and that whenever we come to Relolations on

thefe Points, we have the Firmnefs not to depart from

them.

« An Honourable Gentleman, Sir, who fits near me, faid
Yefterday, ¢ That Military Gentlemen fhould have as lit-
« tle as poflible to offer in Affairs relating to Peace or War;
¢ that as their Paflion is for Glory, they might be animated
¢ to feek it, tho’ purchafed with the Ruin of their Country.’
Sir, I congratulate this Affembly on the Right Honourable
Gentleman’s Change of Sentiments. When I lock round
this Houfe, I cannot help feeing Caufe to refle@, that this
was not always his way of thinking. Neither will 1t be
difficalt to aflign the true Reafon of this Change of Opinion.
For my Part, I have always oppoled Military Gentlemen
having too much to fay in Parliament on the Affairs of
Peace or War; I wifh, Sir, they had lefs to {ay or do here
on this very Occafion: We fhall {oon fee, by the Part they
fhall take in this Queftion, how far this Paffion for Glory,
the Honourable Gentleman talks of, prevails among them.
This Night, Sir, they will have an Opportunicy of thewing
their Zeal for the Intereft of their Country, and atthe fame
Time gratify their Ardor for A&tion. Bug, Sir, in ali Deli-
berations of this Kind, I have conflantly obie:ved thefe Mi.
litary Gentlemen very prudently confult the Peace of theiz
Country, as well as their own Glory, by being the firlt to
approve of the Minifter's moft deftruétive Schemes, and
even his pacific Meafures. We all know, Sir, when ithas
happered otherwife, what was the Confcquence. They
who had the Courage, Sir, to follow the Dittates of their
own Breaft (I don't mean to refle€t on any Gentleman of
$he Army) were difabled from further ferving their Country

1n
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Annor2Geo. in a Military Capacity. One Exception, Sir, I know

1I1. 1738-9.

Mr. Pelhame.

there is, and I need not tell Gentlemen that I have in my
Eye one Military Perfon, great in his Charater, great
in his Capacity, great by the important Offices he has dif-
charged, who wants nothing to make him flill greater, but
to be ftripped of all the Poits, of all the Places he now en-
jovs.—= But that, Sir, they dare not do. — I repeat it, Sir,
they dare not. A War, as the Honourable Gentleman
rightly obferved, is to be avoided if we can do it with Ho-
nour, a vigorous War is the only Means of obtaining a
Iafting Peace. It is in vain therefore for Gentlemen to de-
claim on the Calamities of War: Let them rather expatiate
on the Miferies of fuch a Peace as we have had thefe 18
Moons paft. Let them compare thefe with the moft di{mal
Effe@ts of War; the lat will be found a fafe, an ealy, and
a glorious Expedient. — An Honourable Gent'eman faid,
we have no Allies,— But whofe Fault is it, Sir ? — Has
not he him{If been making Alliances for us all this Reign,
and part of the lait } And does he now tell us, that we
have not one Allyin the World ? It is at leaft haneft in the
Gentleman to let us know {o much. But fince this is our
Cafe, let us make the beft of a bad Bargain: Let us make
Ufe of thofe Advantages that Nature has put into oug
Hands: Let us exgrt the Courage that our Wrongs have
infpired us with : In fhort, let us tread in the Steps of for.
mer Ages. Under Queen Elizabeth, Sir, we neither had,
nor did we fland in need of Allies. Tho' the Nation then
lay under many Difadvantages, which are now become Ad-
vantages, the, Sir, by her own Power, conquered this
haughty Enemy, then ftronger and haughtier: and fhall
we defpair as Men without Hope? Let us not bring our-
felves into Contempt, by approving this pernicious Treaty:
Let us for once change our fneaking Condut, and all will
be well.

- T fhall now, Sir, take up no more of your Time.
There has already been fo many Arguments unanf{werably
urged againft this deftru@tive Meafure, that I cannot pre-
tend to fay any thing that will add to their Weight, ex-
cept giving my Negative a fecond Time to this Addrefs;
which I hearuly do.

Mr. Pelhame.

Sir,

¢ I am forry to obferve that fome Gentlemen are never
to be convinced or fatisfy’d. Inftead of confining what
they fay to the Subjeét of the Debate, they run out in a
very indecent Manner againft thofe who have the Honour
to lerve his Majefty ; as if, for a Subje@ to have the leaft

Shasg



( 65)

Share of the Royal Countenance, were a fufficient Reafon Anno 12 Geas
for Cenfure and DetraGtion. ‘1he Honourable Gentleman II. 1738-p.
who fpoke Jaft, did not, with all his Parts, give one good
Reafon, at leaft in my Opinion, why we fhould difapprave,
and much lefs cenfure this Convention. He did not think
fit to point out how we might have gotten a better Treaty
without going to War: And if we fhould go to War, Sir,
I thould pe glad to know by what Means we could fupport
that War, if we were at prefent to enter into it. It is very
ealy to find Fault; but, Sir, it is to no Purpofe to find
Fault, unlefs at the fame Time they point out how we could
have done better. War is called for without Doors, it is
called for within Doors; but Gentlemen don’t confider how
littie you can gain by War, They talk as if we were to
get the Indies : Pray, Sir, if it was fo eafy, as they now
affirm it is, to diftrefs Spain in the Indies, why did we not
do it during the laft great War, when we had the Dutch
Fleet to afhift us ? What Succefs, Sir, had you in your Def-
cents upon their Territories? It we had not, by great
good Fortune, got Intelligence of their Galleons being ar-
rived in Port, and if they had not by that Means fallen
into our Hands, I don't think that all we did againft the
Spaniards by Sea laft War, (if we except an A&tion § my
Honourable Friend behind me was engaged in) worth
mentioning. And even in thefe two fuccefsful Rencoanters
the Officers and Sailors were Gainers, but the Public was
not, And therefore;, Sir, we may conclude, that Gentle-
men call out for a War, hecgufe they don’t know any other
Method for finding Fault with this Coanvention ; by infit-
ing upon this, they in effe@ own that it was impoflible for
us in theWay of Negotiation to have obtained better Terms.
For I believe that even the Honourable Gentleman who
fpoke lait will not pretend to fay, that if the Miniftry
could have got better Terms in the Way of Negatiation,
thiey would not have accepted of them. But, Sir, this Op-
pofition to a Meafure of the Miniftry is no Surprize to
me. I heard this Convention blamed in many Companies
before it appeared in Public, and by People who did nos
know one fingle Syllable of what it contained. Therefore,
as I hear no new Arguments againft it, I look upon what
has been faid with fo much Vehemency, as the Effett
of Paflion and Difappointment, rather than the Ditates
of Reafon. I am therefore for agreeing to the Relo-

lutions.

§ Sir Charles Wager.
Vor, VI K Mr;
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Mr. Fitzakerley. .

Sirg,

¢ I rife up to anfwer for my Honourable Friend and the
other Gentlemen, whom I have the Honour to be acquaint-
ed with, in regard to what has been faid by the Honourable
Gentleman who fpoke lalt. As to the Reafons offered
againit this Convention, Sir, they muft fland or fall b
themfelves. AN that I (hall fay at prefent is, that they
are approved of by every Man of Senfe and Honefty with~
out Doors. But with regard to the Motives of oppofing
the Convention, [ take it upon me to declare in bebalf of
my Friends that they are not perfonal. I dare fay, if
there had been any one Thing in this Convention thatcould
+have been approved of, the %iqnourab}c Geatlemen would
have given it uus due Weight, As for myfelf, I am far from
either ccnfmji»§ or onvying any Gentleman who has the
Honour of enjoying the Royal Faveuws. The Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman, who, L bedieve, has the greateft Share
in it, is a Perfon whom I know (from my own Experience,
Sir, I can fay it) to be as well qualify’d for a firt Miniftex
as any Man in this Nation. He has in this Debate ac-
quitted himfelf with as much Ability- as any Gentleman
that ever fat in this Houfe, who had- fo il} a Caufe to de-
fend, ever did. He has difcharged the imporiane Pefts he
has enjoy'd’ wish great Capacity; and kv Temper and
Moderation is beyond Difpute the moft extraordinary of any
Man [ ever koew. In fhort, Sir, his CharaQer in privaté
Life is amiable even in the Eyesof thofe who differ from
him in Public. It may be my Misfortune, that I differ
with him on this, or any other Occafion 3 bus, Sir, Lda it
upon fo fronga Conviflion, that our agreeing to this Ady
drefs will be the molft fatal Meafure this Houfe ever en-
ter'd into, chat if the Right Monourable Gentleman is
determingd to carry it by a Majority, I fhall nexer agnin apy
pear in this Houfe till I perceive a Changeof Mea{ures,” °

" Sir Robert Walpole. B
Sinr, .

« I Rand up to exprefs my Acknowledgments to the.
Honourable Gentleman who fpoke Ieft, and am ready to
do his Charafler that Juftice which all- the World does ;
that he is a very Learned- Eawyer, and has as thorough an
Underflanding of the Laws aiid' Confitution of this
Country asany Mania it. Bat, Sir, it is realy furprizing,
if T poflefs any Part of thofe great Abilities and Quali-
fications the Honourable Gentleman has been o Rind to
afcribe to me, whence it fhould happan, that for thefe ten
Years palt, in which that Learned Gentleman and [ ha{vc

e at
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fat together in this Houfe, I have had the Misfortune to Anno12Geo.
differ with him in every fingle Point that has admitted of 11 %738-p-
the lealt Débate.’ VN

Colonél Mordaunt.

Sie,

¢ I havé upon many Oceafions obferved, that by the Ar¢ Coloncl Mor-
of Minifters, or by the Art of thofe who would be Mi. daunt-
nifters, a popular Cry has béen raifed, by which the giddy
Multitude have been led, like Children in 2 Leading-itring,
and induced to favour or join wi