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SPEECHES

AND

DEBATES

IN THE

Houfe of Commons,

DURING

The Fourth Seflion of the Eighth Parlia-

ment of Great-Britain.

et e e~ —

N the 24th Day of Fanuary, 1737-8,
the Houfe of Commons being, accord-
ing to Proclamation, aflembled,
; A Meflage came from his Majefty,
N ‘ by Sir Charles Dakon, Gentleman-Uther
All of the Black Rod, commanding the honour~
| able Houfe to attend bis Majefly immediate-
ly, in the Houfe of Peers. Accordingly
Mr. Speaker, with the Hoafe, went up to attend his Ma-
jefty, and upon their Return, the Speaker reported to the
Houfe his Majefty’s Speech from the Throne, which was as
follows:
Vor. V. B My

Annp 11 Geo. 11,
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Aso 11 Geo. 11, l}'f{y 'Inrdsnagd Gentlemel:; ok . ;
. ave called you together for the neceffary Difpatch
T K by I of the publick Bofingfs, which, T hope, will be car.
* ried on with that Prudence, and Expedition, which be-
¢ comes the Wifdom of Parliament,
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

“ I have ordered the Eftimates for the Service of the
¢ current Year to be laid before you; and the Readinefs,
¢ which I have always found in you to make the neceffary
“ Povifions for the Honour, Peace, and Security of my
* Crown and Kingdoms, leaves me no Room to doubt of
“ the fame Zeal, Affection, and due Regard for the Sup-
¢ port of my Government, and the publick Safety.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I hope you are met together, in a Di{pofition to lay
¢ afide all IHeats and Animofities, which may unnectffarily
¥¢ protralt this Seflions I am determined, that the Affairs
* of the Publick fhall fuffer no Delay, or Interruption, from
“ me, upon any Account whatfoever.”

-

Hemy Fox, Elgy Mr. Fox then ftood up, and introduced his Motion for an

moyes foraa AddreB Addrefs of Thanks, in the following Manner :
¢ Sir, it has been always the Cuftom of this Houfe, at
the Beginning of every Seflion of Parliament, to return his
Majelty our Thanks for his Speech from the Throne ; but,
the fevere Stroke, which not only his Majefty and the Royal
Family, but all the Nation have received fince our laft
Meeting in the Death of the Queen, requires, that on this
Occafion our Thanks to his Majefty for his moft gracious
Aflurances fhould be attended with our Condeleance for his
unexpreflible Lofs. A Lofs, Sir, which, I flatter myfelf, I
read in the Eyes of every Genleman who hears me, and
which muft be regretted by every Subjeét in the Kingdom,
who retains in hisBreaft one Spark of Loyalty and Gratitude.
Gentlemen cannot mifs to obferve, that if his Majefty has
exprefled himfelf on this Occafion with more Brevity than
ufual, it is owing to the Remémbrance of a Princefs who
endeared herfelf in every Relation of Life, either as a Con-
fort, a Mother, or a Queen. And tho® her Death, Sir, is
an aftliCing Difpenfation to all the Nation, yet we cannot
fuppofe that any of us can feel it fo deeply as the Royal Breaft,
which, while the was alive, the fo much eafed of the Toils
of Government by her Counfels, which never had any other
Tendency tian to promote his Honour by promoting the
Happinefs of - his People. Of this, Sir, we had many lat.
Inftances, efpecially when the fovereign Power, in the Abfence
of her Royal Confort, was delegated into her Hands. On
that Occafion, Sir, we may all remember with what Mode-
sation
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ration fhe governed, with what Chearfulnefs fhe rewarded,
and with what Reluétance fhe punithed ; tho' the Prudence
of her Meafures, rendered the Exercife of this laft and moft
ungrateful Branch of the Royal Prerogative, but {eldom ne-
ceflary. Therefore, Sir, however fome amongft us may
differ in particular Views and Interefts, I hope we fhall all
unite in paying a Debt of Gratitude to the Memory of the
beft of Princefles, as well as of Duty to the beft of Kings. I
move, therefore, that this Houfe fhould refolve, that an
humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty ; to return his
Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious
Specch from the Throne; to condole with his Majefty on
his, and the Nation’s irreparable Lofs, by the Death of her
late Majefty, and to affure his Majefty, that this Houfe does
always take Part in every Thing that nearly concerns and
affeéts him, and will endeavour to foften every Care that
may approach him; to affuse his Majefty, that we will
carefully avoid all Heats and Animofities ; that we will rea-
dily and effe€tually raife the Supplies neceffary for the Ser-
vice of the current Year; and, as we are truly fenfible of the
Regard his Majefty has always fhewn to ¢he Liberties and
Privileges of his Subjeéts, that we will, as becomes the Re-
prefentatives of a grateful People, lofe no Occafion of tefti-
fying our Affection and Zeal for the Support of his Govern-

ment, and the Prefervation of our excellent Conftitution ;-

and farther, to befeech his Majefty to be careful of his {a-
cred and ineftimable Life, on which the Happinefs of his
Family and his People fo immediately depends.’

This Motion was {feconded by * J. Selwyn, jun. and then
'W. Shippen, Efq; fpoke to the following Purpofe:

Sir,

¢ It would be very unbeceming any Gentleman in this
Houfe, to oppofe the Motion made by the honourable Gen-
tleman who fpoke laft. For my own Part, Sir, I have fo
deep a Senfe of the Lofs we all {uftain by the Death of
that incomparable Princefs, that I think no Expreflions of
Gratitude or Sorrow can do more than Juftice to her Cha-
raéter. 'Thus much, Sir, I fpeak as a Subjeét of his Maje-
fty : I fhall now beg Leave to trouble you with a few
Words, as one who has the Honour to fit in this Houfe,

Speeches from the Throne, Sir, have often, in my Time,
been looked upon as exprefling the Senfe of the Miniftry, rather
than that of the Prince. For which Reafon there have been
many Inftances wherein this Houfe has taken the Liberty to
debate on every Sentence of fuch Speeches. I do not indeed
affirm that the Speech now to be confider’d is drawn up to
ferve any private minifterial Ends; but think that, in our

® Som 1o Fokn Sclum, Efy; Treafurer to the late Queem
R R ™ pddet

Anno 11 Ges, 1Y,
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Addrefs of Thanks, we ought to'go no greater Lengths
than the general Expreffions in the Speech require. I am,
Sir, confirmed in this Opinion from former Inftances, where-
in I have known that too warm an Addrefs frgm this Houfe
has been looked upon by the Miniftry as.an Approbation,
not only of their paft, but their prefent and future Meafures,
I have known, Sir, a Minifter, when any Part of his Con-
duét was objetted to, tell Gentlemen; * Did you not give
¢ the Crown all the Aflurances poffible, that you were
¢ perfe@lly fatisfied with the Meafures taken by the Go-
¢ vernment ! Did not you return an Addrefs of Thanks,
¢ and exprefs your Refolution to concur with his Majefty in
* every Step he fhould take for the Welfare and Security of
¢ the Government * T fay, Sir, fuch Speeches as thefe have
formerly been made by Minifters, and Gentlemen have found
themfelves very much embarrafled by the fine Words and fair
Promifes inferted in their Addrefs. Therefore, Sir, I think,
1t not improper, as his Majefty has not been pleafed to in-
form us of the Situation of Affairs, to fufpend our Approba-
tion of any Meafures that may have been taken fince laft
Seflion. When they come to be laid before us in a regular
Manner, let us then approve ’em, if they are right Mea-
fures ; but let us not by an ever-forward Zeal preclude our-
felves from the Liberty of objeéting to them, if they are
wrong ones. Some of them, Sir, may very foon come un-
der our Confideration; for I believe no Gentleman here is
ignorant, that our Merchants have of late made very ftrong
Applications to the Government for a Redrefs of the Inju-
ries they have fuffered by the Spanith Depredations. ‘This
Affair may very probably come before us, in this Seffion ;
and then, Sir, I hope we fhall have a fair Opportunity of
doing Juftice to the Zeal of the Adminiftration for the'Ho-

‘nour and Intereft of the Kingdom. Befides, Sir, this

laft Speech from the Throne being, as the honourable
Gentleman obferved, fhorter than ufual, we can learn no-
thing from it concerning the State of our Affairs, with Re-
{peét to the other Powers of Eurgpe; we know nothing of the
many Negotiations fet on Foot, fince our laft Seffion, for fe-
curing the Balance of Power, and for preventing our afpir-
ing Neighbours of Framce from becoming too formidable,
and from rifing by the Depreflion of the Emperor. And
here, Sir, I muft beg Leave to take notice, that if ever the
Sentiments of thofe without Doors are to have, any Weight
in this Houfe, we have on this Occafion the ftrongeft Rea-
fon for our being cautious, how we do any Thing that may
look like an Approbation of our late Meafures; for where-
ever I have happened to be fince we laft met, I have heard
them unanimoufly condemn’d,  But be that as it will, w}};e{{x
‘Wiclg
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thefe and the like Points come under our Confideration, if Asco 1t Ceo. ¥,
it fhall appear that our Minifters have ated a Part be- s
coming the Dignity, and confiftent with the Welfare of
this Nation, I fhall very readily confent to our making them
as ample Acknowledgments as their Conduct deferves ; but till
this appears, it is my humble Opinion, that we ought not
to be lavifh of our Compliments, but leave ourlelves at Li-
berty to object or approve, according as Truth, Juftice, and
the publick Good fhall dirett.
* Watkin-Williams Wynn, Efq; {poke next.
Sir,
¢ I cannot but own myfelf to be entirely of the Opinion
of my hon, Friend who {poke laft. As Speeches from the
"“Throne have been taken for the Senfe of the Miniftry, too
lavith Addrefles from this Houfe have been regarded rather
as Incenfe to the Minifter, than a juft Acknowledgment
to the Sovereign, But, Sir, I hope we fhall always look
upon ourfelves as the Truftees of the People, and endeavour
to {peak their Senfe in our Addrefles, as well as act for their
Interefts in our Proceedings. Tho' the Expreflion, Sir, pro-
pofed to be inferted in this Addrefs, that ave will carefully avoid
all Heats and Animofities, is, to be fure, a very proper Part of
Refolution of this Nature, and what I am per(uaded every
Gentleman will willingly agree to; yet there have been In-
ftances, Sir, when from as well guarded Expreflions Mini-
flers have taken Occafion to attempt the Subverfion of that
Liberty of Debate, and Freedom of Speech, which ought té
diftinguith the Reprefentatives of a free People. Amongft
fuch a People, Sir, an Oppofition always muft, and perhaps
it is their Happinefs that is does, exift. And, Sir, tho™ it
is to be wifh’d that Heats and Animofities were banifhed
from all Oppefition, yet I am afraid while Men have different
Paflions, different Interefts, and different Views,. this can
fcarcely be effetted.
The granting neceflary Supplies for the current Year, Sir,
is what feems very reafonable and indifpenfable in 2 Houfe of
Commons, But, Sir, I believe there are Inftances when, in
former Reigns, the Commons have refufed to grant a Shil-
ling for the Services of the current Year, till they were fure
the Money granted for the Services of the preceding had
been properly applied. Befides, Sir, the true old parliamen-
tary Method of proceeding, was not immediately to vote an
Addrefs of Thanks for every Thing the Minifter had done
during the intermediate Time, right or wrong, but to appoint
a Day for examining the Grievances of the Nation; and
Redrefs of thefe was always infified on before any Supplies
were granted. '
® Since Sir Watkin-Williams Wynn,
) No

&
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Anno11 Geo. 1. No Houfe of Commons had ever greater Reafon than we
L~~~ have to be frugal of the publick Money, and to enquire in
what Manner it has been applied. We have already granted ,
to his Majefty Sums fufficient to have enabled the Miniftry
to put the Nation into fuch a Situation, that fhe might have
nothing to fear from any Enemies either at home or abroad ;
and confequently to have diminifhed the Taxes, andeafed the
People of fome Part of the unfupportable Load of Debt they
now lie under. If, upon Enquiry, it fhall appear that they have
acted in this Manner; if it fhall appear that the People have
fo much as a Profpect of Relief from their prefent Prefiures,
I fhall think the Sums we have already granted, not only
well beftowed, but thall ‘concur with any Motion that may
be made for our granting the like in Time to come. But,
Sir, notwithftanding the Sums we have already granted, if
the publick Debt, inftead of being diminithed, is daily in-
creafing, if it {hall appear that any Part of it has been applied
in promoting the Artsof Corruption, and betraying the Na-
tion ; I think it is our Duty to put a Stop to any fuch Grants
for the future. In the mean time, Sir, I am as forward as
any Gentleman here, that we fhould condole with his Ma-
jefty on the irreparable Lofs of the late Queen, and that we
exprefs our Refolution of lofing no Occafion of teftifying
our Zeal for the Support of his Government, and the Prefer-
vation of our excellent Conftitution : Nay, of our going the
greateft Lengths for fecuring the Crown in his Majefty's
Perfon and Family. But, Sir, give me Leave to fay, that
the readieft Way to make thefe Engagements good, is by
referving to ourfelves a Right of enquir%ng_imo any Mifap-
plication that may have been made of the publick Money
and Credit, and by determining to let the World fee that
we arerefolved to do as much as lies in our Power for making
his Majefty the Sovereign of a great, a happy, and an un-
corrupted People.
The Reply was to the following Effeét, by SirW. Yonge:
¢ Sir,

e meply by Sic ¢ T really thought that the Terms in which the honour-
able Gentleman who fpoke firft, propofed we fhould addrefs
his Majefty, were fo decent, and fo expreflive of our Vene-
ration for the Memory of the late Queen, as well as of our
Affe&tion for his Majefty's Perfon and his illaftrious Family,
that they were unexceptionable. Therefore, I am. fur-
prifed, that Gentlemen fheuld take occafion from them, to
throw out any Infinuations againft the prefent Adminiftra-
tion ; becaufe, perhaps, there have been corrupt Admini-
ftrations in former Times. When Gentlemen feem to doubt,
if we fhould affure his Majefty, that we will readily and ef-
feCtually raife the Suppliee neceflary for his Majefty’s Ser-

vice,



€71)

vice, becaufe the publick Money hasbeen formerly mifap- Aane1r Ges. 1L
plied, they may doubt, whether we thould condole with his
Majefty on the Death of his Royal Confort; becaufe there
have been Queens, whofe Lofs the Nation had no Reafon to
regret. If there has beenany Mifapplication of the publick
Money, Sir, it will be Time enough for Gentlemen to pro-
duce their Objections, when the Bills for providing for the
Supplies of the current Year come under our Confideration:
But, Sir, I can, by noMeans, think that this is aTime for ftart-
ing thefe Objections, on the very firft Day of a Seffion, and
‘immediately after his Majefty has recommended Unanimity
in our Proceedings from. the Throne. If it fhall appear,
Sir, that any Demands that fhall be then made, are unne-
ceffary, Gentlemen are not precluded by the Terms of the
Addrefs, now propofed, from ftarting their Difficulties ; be-
caufe, by it, we only promjfe togrant fuch Supplies as fthall.
be neceflary. I fhall make no Doubt but the two honourable
Gentlemen who fpoke laft, have lived under a very corrupt
and very dangerous Adminiftration in this Nation; an Ad-
miniftration, that by a fcandalous Abufe of their Sovereign’s
Power, muft have funk us in the Efteem of all Nations
abroad, and entailed Superftition and Slavery on us at home,
had not Providence and the Counfels of a fubfequent Admi-
niftration interpofed. But, Sir, till the honourable Gentle-
men fhall prove that we are now in the fame defpicable Cir-
cumftances, I think there can be no Objection to our re-
folving upon an Addre(s in the Terms propofed by the ho-
nourable Gentleman who made the Motion,"

No Reply being made tothis, the Houfe came toa Refo- The Motion agrocd
lation upon the Motion, and a Committee was ordered to
draw up an Addrefs to be prefented to his Majefty on the
fame Refolution ; and they immediately withdrew into the
Speaker’s Chamber, and drew up an Addrefs in the follow-
ing Terms, which was agreed to.

The bumble Addrefi of the Houfe of Communs to the King,

Moft Gracious Sovereign,
« E your Majefty’s moft Dutiful and Loyal Subjeéts,
“. the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af-
s« fembled, beg Leave to return our moft humble and grate-
¢t fu] Thanksfor Your Majefty’s moit gracious Speech from
¢t the Throne,
« To fpeak our utmoft Senfe of the great Lofs Your Ma-
s jefty and thefe Kingdoms have lately fuftained, would be
“ to revive and aggravate, what we with to alleviate and
¢ difpel; but we hope your Majefty will pardon the Intru-
« fion of our fincer¢ Condoleance, when you reflett or_:dthe
[ ou-
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double Duty, by which we are bound, as affe@ionate Sub~
jeéts to your Majefty, and as Reprefentatives of the Peo-
ple of Great Britain, not to pafs-over in Silence this Ob-
je& of your Diftrefs, antl their univerfal Mourning.
“ When we_ refle€t on the amiable private Charafter of
that great Princefs, on her.perfonal and domeftick Merit,
as an indulgent and inftrutive Parent, a mild and gracious
Miftrefs; or, with regard to your Majefty, as uniting in
one all the different Charaters of the moft pleafing as well
as conftant Companion ; the moft able as well as the moft
faithful I'riend ; the moft tender as well asthe moft obfer-
vant: Wife; when we refleét on thefe Circumftances, we
mourn her Lof, as the greateft with which Your Majefty
and Your Royal Houfe could have been affliCted : But when
we turn our Thoughts to hergreat and publick Virtues,her
Love of Juftice, her Attachment to the Laws and Prin~
ciples of this wife and happy Conftitution, her extenfive
Charities, her boundlefs Benevolence, her Succour to
Diftrefs, her Favour to Merit, her Lenity toall. When
we confider thefe Parts of her high Chyracter, it is no
longer for particular and perfonal Caufes that we grieve ;
it is a national Lofs we lament.
¢ If a due Submiffion to fuperior Authority, and a due
Exercife of Power, when committed to her Hands, are
the ftrongeft Marks of Excellence, in both Parts of Go-
vernment ; and if thefe juftly claim Praife and Admira-
tion ; how can we fufficiently praife or admire her Con-~
dud, either in the Prefence or Abfence of your Majefty ?
In the firft we faw the moft conftant Compliance with
your Wiil ; in the laft, the true Reprefentation of him,
with whofe delegated Authority fhe was vefted ; for all
her Alts were great, and wife, and good; alternately we
beheld her Submifiion in this Charafer, and felt her
Mildnefs in the other; and greatas the Diftance may
feem from Command to Subjection, the Tranfition to her
was eafy, whofe Abilities were equal to any Situation,
and whofe Temper could conform to all; as refigned to
the Duties of a Queen Confort, as capable of the High
Office of Guardian of the Realm ; as ready to fubmit, as
able to command, and equally an Example to all Sove-
reigns, when the ruled, and toall Subjeéts,when fhe obeyed.
¢ And though your Majefty’s juft and great Concern on
this Occafion, would perhaps receive no Extenuation from
the Comfort your faithful Commons might vainly try to
adminifter ; yet, that nothing may be wanting on our
Parts, which may contribute to the making your Majef-
ty’s Government (the Source of our Profperity) as eafy to
yourfelf, as it has ever been to your Subjelts ; we do{_af-

- ' “ fure
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“ fure your Winjefty, that we will not only carefully avoid Anno1r Ges. 1L
« all Heats and Animofities, but will, with the greateft ‘_’73‘;‘1
“ Readinefs, effetually raife the Supplies neceflary for the
¢¢ Service of the current Year; and, with a Zeal and Affec-
¢« tion beccming the Reprefentatives of a grateful People,
“ make all neceffary Provifions-for the Honour, Peace, and -
¢ Security of your Crown and Kingdoms ; demonftrating to
¢¢ all the World, that the Support of your Majeity’s Go-
¢ vernment, and the publick Safety, are conflantly our
s¢ Care; andthat we defire nothing more than the Prefer-
¢¢ vation of our wife and excellent Conftitution in the fame
¢ happy, firm, and envied Sitvation, in which it was deli-
* vered down to us from our Anceftors and your Majefty’s
¢ great Predeceflors.
¢ But whillt by thefe Means we endeavour to prevent
¢ any additional Difquiet from approaching your Royal
¢ Perfon, we muft beg Leave to lay again before Your
¢ Majefty the anxious Grief of Your whole People, toge-
¢ ther with their moft humble and earneft Withes, that your
¢ Majefty’s known Refolution may aid Time, in alleviating
¢ your Sorrow for that Lofs, which nothing can repair, and
4¢ 1n reftoring to your Majefty that Tranquility of Mind,
¢¢ which can alone free us from the moft folicitous Fears for
¢ a Life, on which the Happinefs of your Royal Family,
¢ and of this affliéted Nation, fo .immediately depends.”
Fan 27. The Speaker reported his Majefty’s Anfwer to
the Addrefs of the Houfe, in the following Terms.

Gentlemen,
¢ Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and very af-
“ fe€tionate Addrefs: I am fo fenfibly~touched by this
¢ convincing Proof of your particular Regard to me, that I
¢ am not able, in this Diftrefs, to command myfelf fufficient-
“ ly to exprefs the juft Senfe I have of your Affe€lion
¢ and Concern for me upon this Occafion.”

The Houfe then going into a Committee of Supply, his
Majeity’s Speech was referred to the faid Committee.

Fan. 28. The Lord Sidney Beauclerk reported his Royal
Highnefs’s Anfwer to the Houfe; and it wasas follows:

¢ I return the Houfe of Commons my Thanks, and thofe
< of the Princefs, for the Share they take in the Increafe
¢ of the King's Family.”

Several Eftimates were then ordered to be laid before
the Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was re-
ferred to confidér of the Motion for a Supply o be granted
to his Majefty.

Yor. V. C Feb.
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Feb- 3. Sir Charles Turner being . in the Chair, in the

L~~~ Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to

confider further of the Supply granted to his Majefty, re-
ported the Refolutions which they had direfted him to the
Houfe. It wasmoved,

That the Number of effeftive Men to be provided for
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey
and Jerfey, for the Year 1738, be, (including one thoufand
eight hundred and fifteen Invalids, and five hundred fifty-
five Men, which the fix independant Companies confift of,
for-the Service of the Highlands) feventeen thoufand {feven
hundred and four Men ; Commiffion and Non-Commiffion
Officers included. 'This being objected to, a Debate enfued,
on which George BarclayEfq; {poke to the following Purpofe:

¢ Sir,

¢ It is very extraordinary, that a Refolution like this
fhould be offered to the Committee, after the Multiplicity of
Treaties, Conventions, Negotiations, and other Meafures
that have been lately carried on with almoft every Court in
Europe. Ibelieve, Sir, there isnot a Man in the Nation,
except thofe who are under the Dire&tion and Influence of
the Miniftry, or in the Secret of Affairs themfelves, which I
hope never to be, but expeéted, after we had been fo long
amufed with the fine Effefts that our pacifick Meafures were
to produce, that they at leaft would be attended with a Re-
duétion of the numerous Forces that are now on Foot: But
fo far from that, Sir, an Addition, it {eems, inftead of a
Reduétion, is to take Place. For my own Part, I never
was at Pains to enquire what the proper Number to be re-
duced is, becaufe I own very frankly, thatI have always
been againit any Standing Army in Time of Peace, as a
Thing unknown to the Laws and Conftitution of Britain, and
deftruétive to the Liberty of her Subjets. Such, Sir, was
always the Language of this Houfe, while we had a Go-
vernment which underftoed how to make the Nation formi-
dable Abroad, by preferving to the Prince on the Throne
the Love and AffeCtion of his Subjefts at Home. But this,
Sir, isan Art that feerus to have been loft in Great Britain :
But if our Miniftry have loft the Art of making themfelves
beloved, they feem refolved to make themfelves feared by
the People.

. I have heard it faid, Sir, that if we do not keep up a
Standing-Army, every thing muft run into Confufion. Sir,
I am one of thofe who think that a Standing Army is worfe
than the worft Confufion ; and if Order is to be preferved a-
mongft us by a Standing Army, I could wifh that Things
were to run into Confufion, becaufe outof Confufion Order
might arife. Therefore, Sir, I am abfolutely againft the

| prefent



(11)

prefent Motion. But if Gentlemen who have confidered the Annw

Thing perhaps more'than I have done, fhall propofe a Num-
ber which may not be dangerous to the Liberties of the

People, Ifhall not be againft the Motion.’

W. Hay, Efq; fpoke next to the following Effeét:
¢ Sir,

¢ Gentlemen, when they talk of Negotiations and T'rea-
ties, fpeak as if a Minifter were to be as fure of the Succefs
of the Event which depends upon various and impofiible to
be forefeen Accidents, as he could be of a mathematical
Propofition. I am as much againft a Minifter’s running into
anidle, or an improbable Scheme of Negociation, and a-
gaindt his amufing the Nation with groundlefs Hopes -of
Succefs, or putting it to unneceflary Expences, as any Gen=
tleman here. But, Sir, Minifters are to anfwer for the Rea-
fonablenefs, and not for the Event of their Meafures: Itis
unjuft to {fuppofe them to be endued with the Spirit of Pro-
phecy, foas to forefee Contingencies, to prevent Deaths, ot
guard againft every Accident that may happen; and I be-
lieve, Sir, if we do not fuppofe this, and if we coolly and
impartially examine the Condut of our Miniftry for fome
Years paft, we fhall find they have atted as prudent and as ra-
tional a Part, as the wifeft Minifters the hon. Gentleman
can inftance inany Period of our Hiftory. Sir, it the hon.
Gentleman will engage to thew me one Step made by the
Adminiftration that has been unfuccefsful purely from the
Fault of our Minifters, I will engage to fhew him three in
any other Reign that he fhall be pleafed to pitch upon. So
that, Sir, unlefs Gentlemen come tothe Point, and inftance
fome particular Part of Condué that is blameable in our Mi-
niftry, all thefe loofe general Refleftions muft go for no-
thing ; becaufe they may be equally applied to a good, a bad,
or an indifferent Miniftry. Bat, Sir, I own this a Devi-
ation from the prefent Queftion, which 15, Whether the
Number moved for, isthe Number proper to be kept up at
this Junéture ? Sir, I have as little Reafon as moft Gentle-
men in this Houfe to with for the Continuance of any Tax
or Impofition upon the People: Iam fure T may lofe, but
never can gain by it. Bat I am for continuing the prefent
Number of Forces,becaufe at prefent I enjoy both myFortune
and my Liberty ; and fhould we break or reduce our Forces
to the Number the hon. Gentleman feems to wifh for, I thould
not be fure of enjoying either of thefe Advantages till next
Seffion. 'This, Sir, 1 fpeak from the Experience I daily
haveof the prefent Temper and Difpofition of the People
without Doors. Every Rank and Degree of our Common-
alty is fo tainted with Diffatisfattion againft that Govern-
ment under which we enjoy Liberty to as full and great a
Cz2 Degree
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Degree as any People ever did, that I dare {ay, were it not
for our Army, we fhould foon fee our Conftitution ruined,
and this Houfe rendered ufelefs. In this Senfe it is, Sir, I vote
for the prefentMotion ; becaufe our Army ferves at prefent to
defend both my Fortune and my Liberty : For I dare affirm,
that no Man who enjoys either, can be fure of them an Hour
longer after Things go into Confufion, or after the Succeflion
to the Crown in the prefent Royal Family is fetafide. I (hall
not pretend to account to the Houfe for this general Dif-
fatisfation and Degeneracy ; but, Sir, one vifible, and I
believe, the principal Caufe of it, is the exorbitant Liberty, I
fhould rather call it Licentioufniefs, of the Prefs. The Prefs,
Sir, give me leave to add, when it is under proper Regula-
tions, is one of the greateit Advantages of a free People; but
when proftituted to Diffatisfation, Ambition, or Revenge,
it becomes the Nuifance of a Government, The laft, Sir,
happens to be the prefent State of the Liberty of the Prefs in
Great Britain ; no Rank orCharaer has been fecure from the
invenomed Attacks of the pretended Friends to Liberty ; and

Sir, as no Pcople inthe V\&rld are fonder of being acquaint»
ed with the Politicks of their Country than oursare, it re-
quires no uncommon Strength of Parts or Genius to debauch-
them into a bad Opinion of the beft Prince or Minifter that
ever was; it is but telling them, Yox are the Fudges of the
Condult of the Adminiflration; it is you that furmifb the Ex-
pences of our Fleets and Armies, and thevefore the Miniflry
eught not to make one Step avitbout your Concurrence and Ad-
wice. Sir, there is not a Shopkeeper, nay not a Porter in
the Streets who does not underftand thefe Arguments, who
does not think himfelf qualified to be a Minifter of State,
and that he has asgood a T'itle to judge of the Meafures of the
Government, as any Gentleman in this Houfe, or all the
Gentlemen taken together. Any Man who flatters the Va-
nity of a Mob, will always have that Mob on his Side. This,
Sir, feems to be the true, and the only Merit of all the
Scribblers againft the Government : And if the People feel
any Inconveniency from the Number of Forces keptup, it
1s owing to them ; for both Prudence and Neceflity oblige
the Government not to part with their prefent Force, for
thefe Writers have but too good Succefs in poifoning the
Minds of the People: T fay, Sir, Neceflity obliges us to it ;
for if you continue the Liberty of the Prefs, fo as to protet
every Scribler, who perhaps is hired to {pirit up the People
againft their Governors, there is a Neceflity that you fhould
continue your Army. But, Sir, T am far from infinuating as if
we were in any Danger from the Libertyof thePrefs: No, it is
the Licentioufnefs of the Authors, and not the Liberty of the
Prefs that we are to dread ; and till fuch Time as foxfpe ef.-l

ectua
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feftual Stop is put to that Licentioufnefs, I thall be againit
making any Reduction of our Forces.’

W. Shippen, Efg; next {poke to the following Purpofe :

Sir,

¢ The honourable Gentleman who fpoke firft for the Mo-
tion, has indeed made the beft Excufe for the Miniftry that
canbe made ; Minifters are but Men, fometimes weak Men;
and though it would be unjuft to {uppofe them endued with a
Spirit of Prophecy, yet, I think they fhould at leaft be pof-
fefled of a tolerable Share of Prudence. I fhould not indeed
wonder if one or two Meafures went wrong upon a Minj{-
ter’s Hand, through unavoidable Accidents ; yet, I think jt
ftrange that every Meafure thould go wrong, that not one of
the numerous Expedients that have been fet on Foot for fe.
curing the Tranquility 'of Europe, or providing for the Se.
curity of Great Britain, thould prove effeftual.  Sir, I own
this gives me firong Apprehenfions of what Iam not in-
clined to exprefs on this Occafion. I own that, with the hon.
Gentleman who fpoke firft on this Motion, I was apt to
think that the Round. of Negotiations and Treaties we
bave been carrying on for thefe ten or twelve Years palt
with all the Powers in Europe, might have procured us atleaft
ome Refpite from a Burden which our Forefathers never
knew : I mean, Sir, that of a Standing Army; Icallit a
Standing Army, becaufe it has continued for thefe many
Years, and we have always been told the fame Things over
and over again, as Reafons why it is continued, % have,
during many Years, told the Houfe every Seffion that we
fhould have a Return of the very fame Reafons next Seflion;
but Gentlemen never feemed to believe me, though they have
hitherto found my Words but too true. Now, Sir, as the fame
Caufes have {ubfifted for about thefe forty Years,without being
any worfe for the wearing, I am apt to think they may fub-
fig forty Years longer; and while the'fame Caufes fubfift,
the fame Effe@s muft follow ; fo that in reality a Standing
Army may be thoughtas much a Part of our Contftitution, as
the moft lawful Prerogative, or Privilege, which either
Prince or People can claim. But, Sir, though even the
Gentlémen who are moft converfant in publick Affuirs, will,
I believe, be puzzled to find out one new Argument in favour
of a Standing Army, yet there is nothing eafier than to bring
twenty againit it. The Reafon of this, Sir, is becaufe it pro-
duces but one fingle Good, which is the Security of the Admi-
niftration; but it begets many Inconveniencies, two of which
are the impoverithing the People, and the Increafe of Taxes.

And here give me leave to fay, Sir, that no Country can
give more melancholy Inftances of the Effe@s of a military
Force than England can. The very Army which was raig-
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ed by the Parliament in Defence of the Subjeéts, againit
fome Encroachments made by Charles I. upon their Liberties,
afterwards gave Law to the Parliament itfelf, turn’d its Mem-
bers out of Doors, rafed our Conftitution te the Foundation,
and brought that unhappy Prince to the Block. This Cata-
ftrophe, Sir, was not owing to the People ; for of them, nine
Partsin ten were well affeted to the Perfon and Caufe of the
King, but to their Army, which, like other wild Beafts,
turn’d upon and deftroy’d their Keepers. After the Reftora-
tion of the Royal Family, the Prince then upon the Throne
rais'd a few Guards, which never fwell’d to above 5890, and
yet fo jealous was the Nation even of that {mall Number,
that he could never get his Parliament, proftitute as it was,
to pafs over one Seflion without taking notice of them. This,
Sir, was the more extraordinary, as the Parliament was never
ask’d for any Money for their Support, and the Money which
was then rais’d fer the Suppoort of the Government was
nathing when compar’d to the Sums that have been granted
fince. The next Parliament proved as umea{y to him on this
Head as the former had been, and were fo diftruftful of his
Intentions, that they appointed Commiffioners of their own
for applying the Money granted for disbanding them, and it
was paid into the Chamber of London. Nay, Sir, as a
further Proof of the Apprehenfions the Nation was under
from a Standing Army, they came to a Refolution, ¢ That the
¢ Continuance of Stahding Forces in this Nation, other than
¢ the Militia, is illegal, and a great Grievance and Vexation
¢ to the People,” I have mentioned this Period of our Hif-
tory, Sir, to thew that notwithftanding the Venality of that
very Reign, the Parliament never could be brought to concur
with what might one Day overthrow both their own and the
People’s Liberties. If the Nation was then {o jealous of an
inconfiderable Number, which did not coft it a Shilling,
ought we to confent to keep on Foot fo formidable a Num-
ber as 18,0007 Sir, it is in vain for any Gentleman to fay
that the Army is under the Direftion of a wife and a juf
Sovereign, who will never harbour a Thought inconfiftent
with the Good of his Subjeéts: Iam as thoroughly perfuaded
of his Majefty’s perfonal Virtues as any Gentleman ; but an
Army, when it once finds its own Power, may very probably
refofe to take Laws, even from that very Sovereign under
whofe immediate Direction they are. The Parliament’s
Army, Sir, was as abfolutely under the Diretion of the
Parliament in the Time of Charles I. as any Army is now
under the Direction of his Majefty, and yet, it is well known,
they obeyed Orders no longer than they found it convenient
for themf{elves.

The
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The Period, Sir, from which we are to date the Rife of Anno 18 Tpe- 4.
our Standing Army in Britain, is the gth Year of the late 7
King William, when the Parliament granted an Army of
10,000 Men for the Service of the current Year. This was
done in Confideration of the powerful Faion, at that Time
fubfifting in the Kingdom in Favour of King Jaumes. And
if ever a Standing Army can be of Ufe at any Time, it is
at fuch a Juncture. But nothing, Sir, could make fo pal-
pable an Infraction of the Subjects Rights, as eftablithed by
the Revolution, go down. Tho’ this Nation was then
blefs’d with a Prince that had hazarded every Thing to free
us from Oppreflion 2nd Tyranny, and therefore could never
be fuppofed to have any Defigns upon our Conftitution; yet
many Gentlemen, who were Friends of the Revolution upon
Principles of Liberty, with one Confent remonftrated againit
a Standing Army, tho' but kept up from Year to Year, as
{ubverfive of the People’s Rights, and of the Revolution
Principles,

Some I know, Sir, who appear’d early for the Revolu-
tion, were fo much delighted with the Sunthine of a Court,
that they join’d in all i1s Meafures, tho’ fome of them were
found to be direCtly oppofite to the Principles upon which
the Revolution was founded; but we find that they who
were ever acknowledged to be the fincere Well-wiihers of
that Caufe, forfook them, and could never be brought to con-
cur with them in any one Meafure. On this Account, Sir,
thefe Gentlemen were branded by fome, who then fate in
the Houfe, with the Names of Jacobites and Republicans,
two Denominations of Men equally Enemies to the prefent
Eftablifhment. But, Sir, there was this Difference betwixt
their Antagonifts and them, that the former never refus’d
to concur with any Meafure propofed by the Court, and the
latter never voted for any Step that was diflik'd by their
Country.

Their late Deliverance from a Prince, who, by Means of
his Army, aimed at arbitrary Power, made them look back
with fo much Harror upon the Precipice they had juft efca-
ped, that there was an exprefs Provifo againft Standing Ar-
mies in Times of Peace inferted in the Claim of Right,
which we may in fome Meafure call the laft great Charter
of our Liberty. I own that it gives me great Concern to fee
Gentlemen, who have always valued themfelves upon tread-
ing in the Footfteps of thofe who brought about the Revolu-
tion, a& a Part fo inconfiltent with the Principles of their
Anceftors, by veting for this Queftion. I know a Set of
Men under a different Denomination, who have alwgys
beeft more moderate in thetr l'retences, but more fteady in
their Adherence to thefe Principles. Iam notat all inclined to
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revive any Party Diftin€tions; but I will venture to fay, Sir,
that let any Man compare the Conduét of fome Gentlemen
who have affefted to pafs for Whigs, with that of Gentle-
men who have always been looked upon as Tories, he fhall
find the latter acting a Part moft confiftent with the Revoiu-
tion Principles. He will find them oppofing the Crown in
every Encroachment upon the People, and in every Infringe-
ment of the Claim of Right. He will never find them com-
plimenting the Crown at the Expence of the People, when
in Poft, nor diftrefling it by oppofing any reafonable Meafure
when out. Can fome Gentlumen, Sir, who now affe@ to
call themfelves Whigs, boaft of fuch an Uniformity of Con-
duct? Can they fay that Times and Circumftances never in-
fluenc’d the Meafures they purfued ? or that when they were
in Pofts, they always afted in Canfequence of the Principles
they profefled when they were out? Sir, I believe I have
fat long enough in this Houfe, to convince Gentlemen, if
there were Occafion, of very®great Inconfiftencies in certain
Charaéters. Bat, Sir, I forbear it, becaufe the Eyes of fome
of thefe Gentlemen feem to be now open, and I hope thefe
Diftinttions are, in a great Meafure, either entirely abolifh-
ed or better underftood.

As no Quettion, Sir, is of greater Importance, fo none
has been fo frequently debated in this Houfe, as the pre-
fent. Yet I never heard any Gentleman make 2 Doubt that
a Standing Army in Time of Peace was a Grievance to the
People of Britain. But, Sir, the Tories always oppofed this
Grievance. When his late Majefty had, upon the Rebellion
againft him being fupprefs’d, for the Eafe of his Subjedts,
order’d 10,000 of the Troops to be disbanded, I remember a
particular Friend of mine, who always pafled for a Tory,
propofed that it fhould be inferted in our Addrefs to his. Ma-
jefty on that Occafion, That nothing couid more endear his
Majefly to all bis Subjects, than the reducing the Land Forces to
the old Eflablifment of Guards and Garrifens, as his Majefly

Jound it at his Acceffion to the Throme. 'This, Sir, happen'd

in the fourth Year of his late Majefty’s Reign, and had the
Amendment propofed by my Friend been agreed to, had his
Majeity thought fit to have made the propofed Reduétion,
or, rather, had he been advifed by his Minifters to havedone
it, and had the military Eftablifhment continued on that
Footing till now, we thould have difcharg’d upwards of
twelve Millions of our national Debt, and yet have enabled
his Majedty to have made good fugch Engagements with his
Allies, as tended to fecure the publick Tranquility. -

As to what the honourable Gentleman, who fpoke laft,
mentioned with regard to reftraining the Liberty of the Prefs,
and concerning the general Depravity that obtains among

the
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the Peaple, I fhall leave him to be anfwered by other Gentle, Asao 1. Geo. L
men, who can do it much better than I. But, I agree with | 2% =,
the honourable Gentleman {o far, as to own that the People
are at prefent very much diffatisfied ; and, as I think, that
Ferment ought to fubfide gradually, I am willing to give
my Vote for a larger Number of Forces this Sefhion, than
perhaps I may think neceffary, to be kept up the gext. I
theretore move, that the :Number of Land Forces for the
Service of the current Year may be twelve thoufand Men,

This Queftion being put, the firit remarkable Speech was
that of the Lord Noel Somerfet, which was to the following
Effeét.

Sir, ,

¢ As the Queftion now before you is 2 Queftion of fuch Lord Noel Someristh
Importance, as that every Gentleman who votes in it, ought.
thoroughly to underftand the Nature of our Conftitution, I
muft beg leave to explain to you what I take to be the true
and genuine Form of our Government, before I attempt to
give my Opinion upon the Queftion, I know there are
many Gentlemen in this Houfe who underftand. our Confti-
tution better than I can pretend to ; I believe every one un-
derflands it as well, and I hope every one has as great a
Regard for it : But I think myfelf obliged to explain to you
the Notions I have of our Conftitution, becaufe moft of the
Arguments I fhall make ufe of in Favour of the prefent Que-
" ftion, are fuch as naturally flow from thefe Notions; and if
1 am wrong in any of them, I am fure I cannot utter
them in a Place where I can expect to have them correfted
with more Ability, or with greater Candour. .=

¢ Governmept, Sir, is an BEvil which the.perverfe Nature
of fome has obliged all to {ubmit to. Mankind, for the
Sake of preferving their Lives, and the Fruits of their La-
bour, againit the Invafions of the Wicked and Rapacious,
have been abliged to form themfelves into Societies, and to
promife Obedience to the Civil Magiftrate ; but that which
was intended for proteéting the People of the Society, is often
made ufe of for their Oppreflion; and inftead of being a Bri-
dle upon the Inclinations of the Wicked, it often ferves to
firengthen their Hands, by tying up thofe of the Innocent,
To prevent this fatal Effe&t, many Sorts of Governments
have been invented by Men, all of which may be refolved
into thefe three, to wit, the Monarchical, the Ariftocratical,
or the Democratical ; for every Form of Government muft
either be a Monarchy, an Ariftocracy, or a Democracy ;
or it muft be a Mixture of fome two of thefe, or of all the
three,

¢ By Expesience, Sir, it has been found, that when the {u-
preme Power is lodged either in a fole Monarch, or in a Set

Vor. V. D of
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awno 11 Ceo. I8 of Nobles, it often deviates into Tyranny ; and that when
Iy it is lodged in the People in general, there is no Poflibility
of preventing it from running into Anarchy; and the next
Step which follows is commonly a monarchical or ariftocra-
tical Tyranny ; efpecially, if the People of the Society be
numerous, and their Dominions extenfive. For this Reafon
many variots Sorts of Mixtures have been contrived by Law-
givers ; but of all the Mixtures that ever were contrived,
that of an equal Mixture of the three, is, I believe, the beft,
and moft lafting. How our Anceftors, the Germans, hit
upon this Mixture; whether it proceeded from their Experi-
' ence, or from their nateral Sagacity, I fhall not pretend to
determine; but, it is certain, that from the earlieft Accounts
we have of them, this appears to have been the Form of
Government generally eftablithed among them. The fu-
preme Power among them was always lodged in an Aflem-
bly of their King or General, their Nobles or Chiefs of Fa-
‘milies, and their People or Soldiers in general. In this Af-
fembly all Matters of great Importance were confidered and
determined ; the King and Nobles propofed and refolved, and
the People confented or difapproved. The Powers and Pri-
vileges of thefe three Branches of their Legiflature, were
not perhaps fo diftinétly afcertained as they are by the pre-
fent Form of our Conftitution ; or if they were, no certain
Account of them has been handed down to us; but it is plain
that the fame Spirit, upon which our prefent Conftitution is
founded, was the prevailing Spirit in their Form of Govern-
ment ; and this Spirit may be traced from the Beginning

of our Hiftory to this very Day.

«The Spirit I mean, Sir, is, to have in our Form of Go-
vernment fuch an equal Mixture of the monarchical, arifto-
cratical, and democratical Forms of Government, that each
may prove ‘a proper Counterpoife to the other, in.fuch 2
‘Manner, asthatall thefe three conftituent Powers may con-
-tinue equal and independant, If they do, any one of them
‘may, and always will, be a Guard for our Conftitution and
for our People, againit the Violence and Oppreflion of both,
or either of the other two. If our King fhould refolve to
make himfelf abfolute, or if he and his Minifters fhould
begin to opprefs the People, both this and the other' Houfe
-would certainly join together, in oppofing fuch Schemes ; if
the other Houfe fhould begin to fet themfelves up as fove-
reign and arbitrary Mafters of our Government, the King
and this Houfe would certainly join againft them ; and if this
*Houfe, as-perhaps has been the Cafe, fhould begin to fet
ourfelves up as Mafters, the King and the Houfe of Lords
would as certainly join againt us, and probably, by Means
of a Diflolution and new Eleéion, be able to prevent evet;ly
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fatal Confequence. Again, if any two of thefe Branches of Aot Geo. 1L
our Legiflature, thould join together in any Scheme for op- k/:’.;;'\.)
prefling the People, they could not carry their Scheme ef-
feQually into Execution without the (goncurrence of the
Third ; but on the contrary, that third Branch of our Le-
iflature, with the Afliftance of the People, would probably

Ee able not only to difeppoint, but to punifh the Authors of
fuch a Scheme.

¢ Therefore, Sir, while our Conftitution remains entire,
while the three conftituent Parts of our Form of Go-
vernment remain equal and independant, our People cam
never be opprefled, nor can a barefaced arbitrary Power
ever be eftablifhed. From hence every ong may fee, that
from our Conftitution, confidered in itfelf, without any un-
due Influence, we can have nothing to apprehend ; the only
Danger we are expofed to, is, that of its Diffolution ; and
for this Reafon we ought to confider carefully, and guard
watchfully againft all thofe Methods by which it may be o-
verturned. 'The only Methods by which our Conftitution
can be overturned, and confequently the only Evils we have
to guard againt, is left any one of the Branches of our Le-
giflature thould get the abfolute Direétion of the other two,
and left any one, by a Diflolution or Difcontinuance of the
other two, fhould beable to affume to itfelf an abfolute and
arbitrary Power. As the Power of calling, proroguing, and
difivlving the Parliament, is lodged intirely in the Crown,
as the Execation of our Laws, is now more fully and ex-
tenfively lodged in the Crown, than it was by the antient
Form of our Conftiution, and as his Majefty is provided with
a very large Revenue for Life, I cannot think there is the
leaft Danger, that either Houfe of Parliament will become
able to prefcribe to the other and to the King ; therefore,
we are at prefent in no Danger of either Houfe of Parlia-
ment’s ever getting the abfolute Direction of the other two
Branches of our Legiflature, as was once the Cafe in thig
Nation.

¢ But, Sir, that the Crown may be able to get the abfolute
Direction of both Houfes of Parliament, and may confe-
quently make both intirely dependant upon the King, or ra-
ther upon the King's Minifters, for the Time being, I
muft think we are at prefent in fome Danger: Nay, I muft
fay, I think we are in fuch Danger, that 1 am afraid no-
thing preferves us from it but his Majefty’s known Wifdom,
Juftice, and Moderation. I have, I confefs, fuch a bad
Opinion of Mankind, that I believe the Generality of them
will facrifice the publick Good for their private Advantage,
often for a very trifling private Advantage, efpecially when
they cando it, without bringing immediate Infamy and Re-
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proach upen themfelves. This, I am forry tofay it, is my

v\ Opinion of the Generality of Mankind; and confidering

what vaft Sums of Money, and what a vat Number of lu~
crative Pofts and Employments, of all Sorts and Sizes, the
Crown has to beftow yearly, and what extenftve Powers have
been put into the Hands of the Crown, by the many penal
Laws lately ena&ted, I am much afraid that if his Majefty
would allow his Minifters to apply them towards managing
and purchafing Votes at Ele&tions, or even in Parliament, 1t
would foon cometo be in the Power of the Crown to dire&
both Houfes of Parliament; for if the Voting at Elections,
or in Parliament, from corrupt Confiderations, fhould once
come to be frequent, the Frequency of the Crime would ex-
tenuate the Guilt, and the Maultitude of Criminals would
fmother that Reproach, which now fo defervedly attends
fuch an infamous Practice.

¢ By fach Means, Sir, and by fuch a general Depravity, the
Crown may acquire a decifive Influence, if not the abfolate
Direction of both Houfes of Parliament; and if it fhould,
our Conftitution would be undone, our Government would
become an abfolute and an arbitrary T'yranny ; it would be-
come one of the worft, one of the moft oppreflive and wick-
ed Sortsof Tyranny ; becaufe the Crown would be obliged
to opprefs the People, in order to be able to corrupt the E-
letors, that at leaft the outward Show of our antient .Con-
flitdtion may be kept up. *This, I fay, Sir, would be our
Cafe, if the Crown, by Means of Pofts and Employments,
and other Favours it has to beftow, fhould get the abfolute
Direftion of both.Houfes of Parliament; and every Gentle-
man knows how greatly our Army adds to the Number of
thofe lucrative Poft; and Employments, and what an Influ-
ence the Commiffions in our Army may have upon fome of
the beft Families in the Kingdom ; a Confideration that of
itfelf is {ufficient to put Gentlemen upon their Guard againft
too numerous a Standing Army.

" Bat, Sir, with refpet to the Safety of our Conftitution,
this is not the only bad Effe€t of keeping upa large Stand-
ing Army. Suppofe that fome future King, for we can be
in no fuch Danger from the prefent, fhould by corrupt Means
get the abfolute Direction of both Houfes of Parliament, and
that by the fame Means he fhould difappoint the People of
obtaining Redrefs upon a new Eleftion, what could the
People thendo for vindicating their Liberties and reftoring
their Conftitution? They could not propofe to do it by any
legal Means; they could have no Recourfe to any thing but
the Ultima Ratio Regum, which upon this Occofion I fhall
beg Leave to call the Ukima Ratio Populi. No Man could

then, either for the Prefervation of his Life, his Liberty, }3:‘
3
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his Eftate, put his Truft in the Laws or Conftitution of his Asno 11. Geo: m:
Country ; he could put his Truft in sothing but the Succefs | 737
of his Arms; and if the People, upon fo juft an Occafion, ~ -
thould fly to Arms, what an Advantage would the tyrannical
Government have over them, by having a numerous mer-
cenary Army, well difciplined, well armed, and ready to
march at an Hour’s Warning, againft any Numbet of the
People that fhould dare to aflemble in Arms, for vindicating
the Liberties and Conftitution of their Country. This every
future Government, Sir, will be fure of having, if we fhall
thus every Year, without any apparent Neceflity, agree to
continue fo great a Number of Forces on Foot; becaufe
then a Standing Army will foon be leok’d upon as a Part of
the Conftitution. Gentlemen may exclaim as much as they
pleafe againft Mobs, Tumults, and Infurreftions: I fhall
grant it as an unluckyThing for a Country to have any fuch;
but it is rather a Sign of the Government’s wanting Wifdom
and Juftice, than of their Want of Power, becaufe Infur-
re€tions are moft frequent in the moft arbitrary Governments,
In a free Country, an Infurreftion may become juft and ne-
ceflary, and if you give your Government a Power {ufficient
for {upprefling {uch an Infurrection, the fame Power muft
neceflarily be fufficient for eftablithing arbitrary Power;
from that Time, perhaps, you may not be troubled with any
Infurretiions among the People ; the only Infurretions you
are then to dread, are Infurretions among thofe Slaves, or,
if you will, that Soldiery which you maintain for holding
the People in Slavery ; and thefe Infurreétions will be as fre-
quent, and ‘as dangerous to thofe in Power, as the In{¥r-
re€tions among a free People can poflibly be.
¢ Let us confider, Sir, that fince all our military Tenures
have been annihilated, and our People become altogether
unaccuftomed to military Difcipline, and unprovided with
"Arms, a much lefs numerous Standing Army may now be
fufficient, for keeping the People in a flavith Subjetion,
than would have been necefiary for fuch a Purpofe in former
‘Times. If the Cafe I have mentioned thould happen, if
an ambitious Prince, or wicked Minifter, fhould manage fo
as to get, by corrupt Methods, the abfolute Diretion of
both Houfes of Parliament, and that there were no Method
left for vindicating the Rights and Liberties of the Nation,
but by Force of Arms ; give me Leave to fay, Sir, that by
the Revolation Principles; it would be very lawful to refift
fuch a Government ; but if it had a Standing Army to fup-
port it, they could not be able. And if they fhould attempt
to do it and fail, every Man amongft them would be as
liable to be hanged and forfeited by Law, as thofe who en-
ter into any Plot againft the moft juft and lawful Govern-
ment ;
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abfolutely impoflible, to carry on any general Concert, or
to provide Arms for fuch a Purpofe; and as there is now no
great Man, nor, I believe, any two great Men, in the
Kingdom, who are able to bring any confiderable Number
of armed Men into the Field, without a previous Concert
for that Purpofe among a great Number of Perfons, therefore
it will always be eafy for our Government, with 2 fmall
Number of regular Troops, to cruth any Infurretion before
it can come to a Head; whereas, whilft our military Te-
nures continued, any two or three of our great Men joining
tegether could, without any previous Preparation, or com-
municating the Secret to any other Perfon, bring a numerous
Army of well difcipliped and well armed Men into the
Field againft the Government; fo that a Standing Army
cannot be faid to be fo neceflary now as it was then, and
yet our Government was then fupported, our Laws executed,
and the Peace of the Kingdom preferved, under every juft
and wife Adminiftration, without a Standing Army, as well
as it has been fince, or will, I believe, ever be, with the
moft numerous Standing Army we can propofe to keep up.
The only Difference is, that in former Times, if the Peo-
ple did not find a proper Redrefs in the Laws and Confti-
tution of their Country, they generally found it in the Su-
periority of their Arms; but if they give thofe Arms out of
their Hands, and put them into the Hands of a Standing
Army, they can, upon fuch a melancholy Occafion, no
where expeét Redrefs; for the very Men, in whofe Hands
tiey have put their Arms, will always be under the Direc-
tion of thofe againft whom they have Reafon to complain.
¢ From what I have faid, Sir, I hope it appears to Gentle.
men, that the Prefervation of our Conftitution, and the
Happinefs of our People, can depend upon nothing but
the Honour of the Gentlemen of our Army ; and whatever
Regard and Efteem I may have for thofe who are at prefent
the Officers of our Army, yet.when I confider how eafy it
§s for a wicked Minifter to’garble and make the Army fit
for his Purpofe, I muft think the Honour of 2 mercenary
Army but a precarious Dependance ; a Dependange which
the People of this Nation ought never to rely on, becaufe,
by our prefent Eftablithment, that Army muft be under the
‘abfolute Dire&ion and Command of that Sort of Men, who
have ‘always been, ‘and always will be, the greateft Enemies
to bur Liberties and Contitution.
¢ I have now, I thiak, thewn, Sir, that a Standing Army
may be extremely proper, not only for enabling fome fu-
ture King to get the abfolute Direftion of both Houfes of
Parligment, but alfo for preferving to him that Direction
againft
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agzinft the only Method the People can, in fuch a Cafe, take Aanc11 Gee, 1.
for regaining their Libertics, and reftoring their Conftitu. ( 7725
tion ; therefore a ﬁandinr«g.Army may greatly contribute to-
wards rendering fatally {fuccefsful, one of the Methods by
which I have faid our Conftitution may be overturned ; I
mean, that of one of the Branches of our Legiflature’s get-
ting the abfolute Diretion of the other two. Let me now
confider the only other Method, by which I have faid cur
Conftitution may be over-turned, which is, that of one of
the Branches of our Legiflature’s afluming to itfelf an abfo-
lute and arbitrary Power, by the Diflolution or Difcontinu-
ance of the other two.

¢ Here likewife, Sir, I muft think our Conftitution not in
the leaft Danger from either Houfe of Parliament ; becaufe.
the King can put an End to their affembling, by a Proro-
gation or Diffolution, whenever he hasa Mind; and be-
caufe no fuch Thing can be done without an Army, the Ge-
neral of which would very probably do the fame Thing OZ-
wer Cromwell did ; therefore we can hardly fuppofe that either
Houfe of Parliament can, or will attempt any {uch Thing:
But if ever our Parliaments fhould become refrattory, and
begin to oppofe the Meafures of the Court, or attempt to
bring to Juftice any of thofe Minions who they have Reafon
to think have advifed their Mafter to take uncontftitutional
Meafures, we have great Reafon from Experience to appre-
hend, the Court Favourites would do as they have always
done; they would endeavour to perfuade the King to dif*
folve the Parliament, and to affume to himfelf an arbitrary
Power, by governing without any Parliament at“all. Ths
has been often before attempted, and it muft be granted, the
Crown has now a greater Probability of Succefs in this Way,
than it ever had before, becaufe of the great Revenue now
fettled upon the Crown, and the great Revenue year-
ly coming into the Exchequer, for paying the Intereft and
Principal of our publick Debts; for after a Minifter has
pafled the Rubicon, by advifisg a King to reign without a
Parliament, he will certainly make as little Scruple to feize
upon the facred publick Treafure of Britain, as Julius Caefar
did to feize upon that of Rome.

¢ Under his prefent Majefty we have not, *tis trgg, Sir, an
fuch Danger to apprehend ; beaufe his Wifdom and Good-
nefs, and the Regard he has for our Conttitution, will al-
ways be more than a Balance for any fuch wicked Advice.
He will confider, that, tho® by our Conftitation the King can
be guilty of no Crime, yet by endeavouring to overturn the
Conftitution, in order to skreen a favourite Criminal, he
may bring the Refentment of the People upen himfelf, and

that the People’s Refentment may, upon fxch an Occafion,
exceed
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Anno 11 Geo. 11 exceed the Bounds of our Conftitution. But as the fame Ci-
s vil Lift Revenue will, unlefs fome very favourable Oppor-
tunity fhall prefent for leflening it, probably be continued to
his Majefty’s Succeffors, and as the fame Taxes muft be
continued, I'm afraid, for manyYears, before all our publick
Debts can be paid off, therefore'the Crown and the Exche-
quer will, perhaps, for feveral Generations, be provided
with the fame yearly Revenues; and as we cannot promife
ourfelves the Happinefs, that all his Majefty’s Succeflors will
be indued with the {fame Wifdom and Goodnefs, we ought
not to add to thefe Temptations, the Temptation of having
a numerous Standing Army to depend on.  Give me leave,
Sir, to fuppofe, that the Houfe of Commons, in fome future
Reign, fhould enterinto a ftri®t Enquiry, with refpect to
fome of the Meafures of the Adminiftration; that upon the
Iflue of fuchan Enquiry they fhould order fome of the Mi-
nifters to be impeached ; and that thofe Minifters, for their
own Prefervation, fhould advife the King to diffolve the Par-
liament, and feize upon all our Funds : The moft powerful
Argumentan honeft Man at Court (if there {hould be any
fuch) could ufe againft this Advice, would be to fay: ¢ Sir,
¢ if you do this, your People will take Arms againft you;
¢ the City of Lopdon will rife in Arms, and perhaps tear
¢ you as well as your Minifters to Pieces.” Would not it be
a good Anfwer to fay ? ¢ No, Sir, you have nothing to fear
¢ from your People ; they are unaccuftomed to Arms, and
¢ unacquainted with military Difcipline; you have a nume-
rous and well difciplined Army to depend on ; and if any
of the Officers fhould hefitate in the leaft to obey your Or-
ders, you may have them immediately fhot, and give
their Commiffions to their Serjeants or Corporals: You
may prote@ your own HHonour, and the Lives of your
faithful Servants, by means of your Army; whereas if
you make a Sacrifice of any one of us to a fattious Parlia-
ment, you do not know when or where they will fiop.’
This, Sir, would certainly be the Anfwer that would be
made by guilty Minifters; and I muft. leave Gentlemen
to confider, what an Effe it might have upon a weak King,

and a guilty Cabinet Council. )
¢ Now,, Sir, give me leave to fuppofe, what I hope never
fhall happen, thatany future weak King fhould follow fuch
a wicked Advice: What Remedy could the People have ?
What Method could they take for vindicating their Liberties
‘and Privileges? Would ‘it be poffible to contrive any other.
Method than thatof open Force ? And in the Circumftances
the Nation is now in, can we fuppofe that fuch a Method
would be praticable, if the Court had an Army of 18 or
20,000 well difciplined mercenary Troops to dependon i It
fignifies

N A A m AN N on



( 25)

figuifies nothing to fay, that the Mutiny A& would expire ;
or that the Land Tax and Malt Tax A&s would expire;
and that therefore the Court could not keepthe Army in Or-
der, nor be able to fupport the publick Expence, and pay
the yearly Intereft growing due to the Creditars of the Pub-
lick : The Court would immediately fet up the Doétrine al-
ready too frequently talked of by fome unthinking Men,
¢ That the People were become {o faltious and {feditious,
there was no governing them but by arbitrary Power ; and
that therefore it was become neceflary to give the Forceof a
Law to his Majefty’s Proclamation. This Dotrine would
be propagated through the Kingdom, by the Placemen and
Ofhcers almoft of every Rank and Degree; it would be
grccdily fwallowed, I believe, by moft of thofe called Sol-
iersof Fortune in the Army ; and I am afraid moft Men
would chufe to fubmit patiently to an Evil, for which they
could not in all human Probability fee any Remedy, and
which there would be great Danger in oppofing. The Mu-
tiny A&, the Land Tax A&, and the M};lt Tax A&, would
be continued by Proclamation: And what Soldier would
dare to difpute the Continuance of the firft, if immediate
Death were to be the certain Confequence of every fuch Ob-
ftinacy, or Mutiny, as it would then be called ? What land-
ed Gentleman, or what Mafter, would refufe paying his
Quota of the Land Tax, or the Malt Tax, if the Colleétors
and Officers were every where to come attended with a
‘Troop of Dragoons, or a Company of Foot? Even the In-
tereft payable to the Creditors of the Publick, upon thofe
Debts that were contratted to preferve our Liberties, would
be made Premiums for enforcing the Meafures of the Court;
for if the Court could pay, or refufe to pay Intereft to whom-
{foever they pleafed, we may depend on 1it, they would pay
no Intereft but to fuch as fhewed themfelves peaceable, obe-

dient, and loyal Subjeéts, .
¢ Thus, Sir, I think it muft appear, that without a Stand-
ing Army, our Conftitution cannot poffibly be irrecover-
ably overturned ; and that with a numerous Standing Ar-
my, it may be in the Power of the Court to over-
turn it whenever they have a Mind : At the fame Time Iam
not againft our keeping up as many T'roops as may be found
abfolutely neceflary for guarding us againit any Infult from
abroad, or any Difturbance at home. Buat I am fully con-
vinced, that 18,000 isa much greater Number than 1s ne-
ceflary ; for I hope it will not be faid, we ought tokeep up
fuch a Number as may be fufficient to defeat the moft juft
and general Infurre€tion of the People; and 12,000 is, I am
fure, more than fufficient for apprehending Smugglers, or
feizing fmuggled Goods, for quelling any Mob that can
Vor.V. E happen

Anno 11 Geo. II.
173738,



Anno 11 Geo. II.
1737-38.

(.26 )

happen, or even for defeating any unjuft and feditious In<
furrection ; becaufe if a Spirit of Seditjon fhould begin to
appear in any particular Part of the Kingdom, the greateft
Number of the Troops muft be quartered in that Corner ;
and if a{mall Number of Men fhould unexpe&edly fly to
Arms in any Corner, it will always be eafy for the Govern-
ment to augment their Army, and provide for their Defence,
fafter than the Rebels can aflemble, or provide for attack-
ing them. 'This, I fay, Sir, 'willalways be the Cafe, un-
lefs the Difcontent thould become general and violent all over
the'Kingdom ; and in that Cafe the People muft be pacified
by a Change of Minifters, ora Change of Meafures: In fuch
a Cafe fome foft and peaceable Meafures muft be made ufe of
for fatisfying the People, and for removing thofe Grievances
they may have Reafon to complain of, which a free and in-
dependant Parliament will always be able to effe€tuate ; for
{furely no Man will fay, that for the Security of thofe who
have, by their Folly or Wickednefs, raifed fuch a general
Difcontent, we ought to give them fuch an Army as may
enable them to overturn our Conftitution; becaufe, as the
Security of fuch Men muft always be abfolutely inconfiftent
with our Conftitution, they will therefore certainly make ufe
of that Army for its Overthrow, C

¢ The chief Expeditions upon which our Army has been
of late employed, have been againft Smugglers and Mobs ;
but Sir, an Army of 12,000 Men will always be more than
fufficient for quélling them. Therefore the only Reafon that
can be affigned for keeping up a greater Number, is the
Danger we may be in from foreign Invafions. Asto this, Sir,
if we confider our happy Situation, and the formidabléSqua-
drons of Men of War we are able to put to Sea upon a few
Days Warning, we cannot poflibly think ourfelves in any
Danger, as long as the Government retains the Hearts and
Affections of the People ; for furely it cannot be faid, that a
foreign Army of 4 or sooo Men, even with the Affiftance
of fome few of our Countrymen, who may then happen to
be difaffefted or feditioufly inclined, would be able to conquer
thefe three Kingdoms; and if any of our Neighbours {hould
think of invadivg us with a much greater Number, they
could not do it without feveral Months previous Preparation,
which we would certainly hear of, and by {fending out a {u-
perior Squadron, might lock them up in their Ports, or fink
molt of their Ships before they conld approach our Coafls ;
andin the mean Time, we would have an Opportunity of
raifinga Land Army {ufficient to give them a proper Recep-
tion, in cafe, by any Accident, they fhould have the good
JLuck to efcape our Fleet at Sea. ,

¢ For this Reafon, Sir, I muft be of Opinion, we can never

be
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bein any Dangerof an Invafion, as long. as our Govern-
ment takes Care, by a juft and wife Adminiftration,
to cultivate and retain the Affeftions of our People;
and if our People fhould, from the Folly or Wickednefs of an.
Adminiftration, become generally difcontented, the Parlia-
ment, while it continues free and independant, will always
be able to remove that Difcontent, by giving Satisfattion to
the People, and inflifting condign Punifhment upon thofe
who have been the Caufes of their Difcontent. From whence
I muft conclude, that the keeping up of more than 12,000
Men inthis Ifland, can never be neceffary for the Support of
any Government, but fuch a one as has overturned our Con-
ftitution, either by corrupting our Parliaments, or by ruling
withoutany Parliament atall.

The next remarkable Speech which was made upon this
important Queftion, was that of the Right Honourable Sir
Robert Walpole, who fpoke in Subftance as follows, viz.

Sir,

¢ That the Queftion now before you is 2 Queftion of great
Importance I fhall readily agree, and therefore it is with great
Concern, it iseven with Reluctance I attempt to {peak upon it.
I am convinced no Reduétion of our Forces ought to be made ;
Tam convinced the fame Number we now have ought to be
kept up, at leaft for this enfuing Year; and yet I do not
well know how to give my Reafons, or how to exprefs my-
felf on fuchan Occafion: For asa Standing Army muft al-
ways be expenfive, and if it fwells to too great 2 Number,
may be dangerous to the People, I could with with all my
Heart that no fuch Thing were ever neceflary ; but if we
confider the prefent Circumitances of this’ Nation, and the
prefent Circumftances of every one of our Neighbours, we
muft view a Standing Army in the fame Light, in which the
honourable Gentleman has told us Society, or Government
itfelf ought to be viewed p we muft look upon it as an Evil
which we are obliged to fubmit to, for the Sake of avoiding
a greater,

¢ The honourable Gentleman, who f{poke laft, Sir, has

iven us a very ingenious, and, I believe, a very juft De-
cription of our Conftitution, and has with great Judgment
inted out to us the Dangers to which we are, or may be
expoled ; but I cannot think x Standing Army, conftituted
as our prefent Army is, can be of any fuch dangerous Confe-
quence to ‘our Conftitution as he has reprefented, were it
much more numerous than it is at prefent. An Army com-
pofed intirely of our own Subjects, and commanded by Gen-
tlemen of the beft Families, and {ome of them of the beft
Eftates in the Kingdom, andan Army depending for its very
Being upon the annual Concht of Parliament, 'can no way
2 con-
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Amno 11 Geo. I1. - contribute towards rendering the Parliament altogether de-
¢~~~ pendent uponthe Kingor his Minifters, nor can it contribute
towards enabling the King to govern without any Parliament
at all. While our Parliament meet regularly once a Year,
and are rechofen once every feven Years, no Gentleman of
the Army can propofe to have a Seat in Parliament, unlefs
he be 2 Man of Family and Fortune in“his Country; and
though a Commiffion in the Army may perhaps, and I hope
always will, make fuch a Gentleman join with more Alacrity
than he would otherwife do, in fupporting the Government
againft fa€tious Complaints, or feditious InfurreCtions ; yet
no Commiffion will ever make fuch 2 Man give his Confent
to any thing in Parliament, which he may think oppreflive
upon the People, or which may, in his Opinion, tend to-

wards overturning our Conftitution.
¢ As every fuch Officer muft have a great many Friends and
Relations among the People, his Regard for his Friends and
Relations will prevent his joining in oppreflive Meafures for
the Support of any Adminiftration ; and as the Happinefs
and Security of his Friends and Relations, nay of his own
Property, gepends upon the Prefervation of our Conftitution,
it cannot be fuppofed he will, for the Sake of any -Commif-
fion he can enjoy or expe&, give his Vote in Parliament
for any Meafure that may evidently tend towards the Over-
throw of our Conftitution. -Therefore, while our Army is
commanded by fuch Gentlemen as it is at prefent, ’tis not to
be fuppoled it can contribute towards breaking the Balance
of the Conftitution ; no Sort of Garbling, Sir, canbe fuffi-
cient for this Purpofe, becaufe if the Commiffions in our
Army fhould be given to Men of no Families or Fortunes, it
would be impoflible to get any great Number of them brought

into Parliament,

¢ The only remaining Danger therefore is, that our Army
may enable fome future King to govern without any Parlia-
ment at all; and as this would be a total Overthrow of our
Conftitution at once, it cannot be fuppofed that Gentlemen
of Families or Fortunes would unanimoufly join in fupport-
ing fuch a Government : On the contrary, we muft both
from Reafon and Experience fuppofe, that the greateft Num-
ber of them would declare for their Country, and would
join in proper Meafures for reftoring the Conftitution, and
bringing to Juftice thofe Minifters who had attempted its
Overthrow. This, I fay, Sir, we muft fuppofe would be
the Behaviour of moft of thofe Gentlemen of Families or
Fortunes, who might at fuch an unlucky juncture be Offi-
cers in our Army; and as they will always have a great
Sway among the other Officers and Soldiers, we bave no
Reafon to doubt that they would be followed, as they were
in
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in the Cafe of King Jamés’s Attempt to fubvért our Libet-
ties, by the greateft Part of our Army. From whence, I have,
I think, good Reafon to conclude, that whil® our Army is
commanded, as it is at prefent, by Gentlemen of the beft
Families and Fortunes in the Kingdom, it will always be fo
far from being dangerous to our Conftitution, that it muft be
look’d on as one of its preateft Securittes.

¢« An Army, Sir, of foreign mercenaryTroops, or an Army
conipofed of the Scum of the People, and commanded by

Men of no Families or Fortunes in the Codht;ry, may con-

tribute towards enabling a Government to opprefs the People,
or todiveft them of their Liberties and Privileges ; and by fuch
Armies only an arbitrary and oppreflive Government can
be fupported. It was not, Sir, by an Army entirely com-

fed of Roman Citizens that Julius Cefar overturned the
ﬁb‘crties of Rome: It was by an Army which confifted, in
a'great Meafure, of the Inhabitants of thofe Countries which
had been conquered by the Romans ; and that Army was
commanded chiefly by Romans of mean Famiilies, or fuch
as depended entirely upon the Fortune and Favour of their
General. By fuch an Army it was that Rome was brought
into Slavery, and by fuch Armies the Romans were after-
wards held in Slavery ; for the Roman Emperors had always
gredt Bodies of People, who were neither Natives of Rome,
nor of ftaly, in their Pay, and by their Means they kept in
Awe fuch of the Roman Armies, as afterwards appeared in
the leaft inclined towards reftoring the Liberties of the
Country.

¢ At this Day, Sir, the arbitrary and tyrannical Govern-
ment of Turkey is chiefly fupported by an Army of Janiza-
ries; an Army of Men who are fo far from having any Re-
lations among the People, that few or none of them know
who were their Parents, or what Country they were born in :
And in our neighbouring Country of France, we know that
they have always great Bodies of foreign Troops in their Pay,
who have no Relations among the People of France, nor
any Knowledge of, or Concern for, the antient Form of Go-
vernment in that Kingdom, But as they have likewife a
great Army of Natives, and that Army generally command-
ed by Men of the beft Families in the Kingdom, therefore,
tho’ their prefent Form of Government be abfolute, yet it is
not fo arbitraty and tyrannical as thatin Turkey ; for if their
Government fhodld begin to opprefs their People in a tyran-
nical Manner, I believe every Gentleman who knows the Dif-

pofitionsof the FrenchOfficers,will allow that the greateftPart

of the native French Officers and Soldiers would certainly join
with the People, and would probably get the better of fuch
a Government, tho’ {upported by all the foreign Troops they

have
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have in their Pay; f{o that the prefent Government- of.
France may be properly faid to be fupported by the Juitice
and Wifdom of its Meafures, rather than by its Standing
Army, or the Abfolutenefs of its Form ; and while the Go-
vernment in this Kingdom follows the fame Sort of Mealures,
it certainly ought to be fupported not only by our Army, but
al{o by our Parliament,
¢ The only Danger, therefore, Sir, we are expofed to by
Means of our Army, is, left fome future ambitious King, or
wicked Minifter, fhould garble our Army, fo as to make it
fit for deftroying the Liberties of the People, and fupporting
an arbitrary and tyrannical Rule. This is a Danger we
muft always remain expofed to, as long as we keep up
any Thing like a Standing Army; but this is a Danger
which, I think, we are fufficiently guarded againft, and, I
hope, ever fhall be, both by the Method in which our pre-
fent Army is kept up, and by the Smallnefs of its Number,
As our prefent Army is kept up only from Year to Year, by
Authority of Parliament ; if this Method of Garbling (hould
be begun before the End of a Seffion of Parliament, that
very Seflion could, and certainly would, not only take no-
tice of it, but contrive fome Method for preventing it;
and in this the Parliament would certainly have the Concur-
rence and Affliftance of every Gentleman of the Army, who
happened then to have the Honour of being 2 Member of
either Houfe ; for as they would probably be the firft Sufferers
by fuch a Garbling, they would be the moft forward in tak-
ing Meafures to prevent it. Again, if this Garbling thould
not be begun till after the Seflion of Parliament was broke
up, it muft be compleated before the Lady-Day following ;
becaufe all the Gentlemen of Family or Eftate who might
then be in the Army, would, after the Lady-Day follow-
ing, certainly refufe to ack as Officers, without a new Au-
thority from Parliament ; and if all the Officers of Diftinc-
tion in the Army fhould be turned out at once, or in eight
or nine Months Time, they would certainly join with the
People in vindicating the Rights of their Country ; and their
Sway in the Army would for fome Time aftet their Difmif-
fion remain fo confiderable, that in Cafe of a Civil War's
breaking out, which would certainly be the Cafe that very
Moment the Government pretended to continue the Army
without the Confent of the Parliament, moft of the Soldiers
would in all Probability defert their new Officers, in order to
follow their old ; by which Means the regular Troops would
come to be at leaft equally divided ; and the People, with the
Afliftance of one Half of the Army, would in all human Ap-
pearance get the better of the other Half, which remained
attached to the Government, B
ug
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« But granting Sir, that fome future ambitious King, or Ame 1 Ceo.1L.:
wicked Minifter fhould refolve. to govern without a Parlia- ¢ o7 o
ment, and to continue the Army without any new Authdri-

from Parliament; and likewife fuppofe that that Army

ould, every Man of them, Officer as well as Soldier, re-
main firmly attached to the Government, and unanimoufly
join in fupporting futh an ufurp’d and tyrannical Power,
againt thofe Efforts which would certainly be made by the
People, for recovering the Liberties and Conftitution of their
Country ; yet a Body of 18000 of the beft regular Troops
that ever were in the World, would never be {ufficient for
{upporting a Government againft the united Force of the
whole People of Great Britain: For tho’ a fmall Number of
regular well-difciplined Troops may, and do often, get the
better of a much fuperior Number of Militia, or new-raifed
and undifciplined Troops, yet 18000 Men could not ftand
againft fo many Thoofands of good Men, tho® not experienced
Soldiers, as could be brought againft them from the feveral
Counties of Great Britain : Even {uppofe they fhould get the
better at the two or three firft Battles or Rencounters, yet
their Enemies would improve by every Defeat; fo that, as
the Swedes did in the laft War with the Mufcovites, they
might beat their Enemy into good Difcipline, and by often
def%ating them, might teach them how to defeat in their
Turn.

From what I have faid, Sir, it muft appear, that our
Conftitution can never be in Danger of being overturned by
Means of an Army, conftituted as our prefent Army is, and
not more numerous than that we have now on Foot. Such
an Army only preferves the Conftitation againt Fattion and
Difaffeétion, and proteéts the People againft domeftick Ra-
Ppines and foreign Invafions. And fuch an Army, Sir, I am
afraid will always be neceflary to be kept up here. This natural-
1y leads me to confider the feveral Reafons we may now have,
for keeping up the fame Number of regular Forces we have at
prefent ; and as I have mentioned Difaffetion, I fhall begin
with that Reafon,which proceeds from the great Number of dif-
affe@ted Perfons we have flill the Misfortune to have amongft
us, Suppofe, Sir, we have at prefent nothing to fear from
any foreign Enemy, yet it cannot be faid we are in abfolute
Security, or that we have nothing to fear. There is one
Thing I am ftill afraid of, and itis, indeed, the only Thing,
I think, we have atprefent to fear. Whether it be proper
to mention it upon this Occafion, I do notknow: I do not
know, if I ought to mention it in fuch an Affembly as this:
1 am fure there is no Neceffity for mentioning it, becaufe I
am convinced every Gentleman that hears me is as much a-
fraid of it asIam, The Fear I mean, is that of the Pr;t:n-

r:
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& der: Everyoneknows there is ftill a Pretender to his Majef-

ty’s Crown and Dign ity ; there is {till a Perfon who pretends
to Be lawful and rightful Soverli%n of thefe Kingdoms; and,
what makes the Misfortune much the more confiderable, there
are ftill a great Number of Perfons in thefe Kingdoms fo
much deluded by his Abettors, as to think in the fame Way.
Thefe are the only Perfons who car properly be called difaf-
feted, and they are flill fo numerous, that though this Go-
vernment had not a foreign Enemy under the Sun, the Dan-
ger we are in from the Pretender, and the difaffeted Part of
our own Subjefts, is a Danger which every true Briton
ought to fear, a Danger which every Man who has a due
Regard for our prefent happy Eftablithment, will certainly
endeavour to provide againft as much as he can.
¢ Iam {orry to fee, Sir, that this isa Sort of Fear, which a
great many amongit us endeavour toturn into Ridicule, and
for that Purpofe they tell us, that though there are many of
our Subje@s difcontented and uneafy, there are but very few
difaffe¢ted ; but I muft beg leave tobe of a different Opi-
nion ; for, I believe, moft of the Difcontents and Uneafi-
nefles that appear among the People, proceed originally from
Difaffettion. No Man of common Prudence will profefs
himfelf openly a Jacobite; by {o doing he not only may in-
jure his private Fortune, but he snuft render himfelf lefs able
to do any effetual Service to the Caufe he has embraced ;
therefore thereare but very few fuch Men in the Kingdom.
Y our right Jacobite, Sir, difguifes his true Sentiments ; he
yoars out for Revolution Principles; he pretends to be a great
Friend to Liberty, and a great Admirer of our antient Con-
ftitution ; and under this Pretence there are Numbers who
every Day endeavour to fow Difcontents among the People,
by perfuading them that the Conftitution is in Danger, and
that they are unneceffarily loaded with many and heavy
'Taxes. Thefe Men know that Difcontent and Difaffeétion
are like Wit and Madnefs: They are {feparated by thin Par-
titions ; and therefore they hope, that if they can once ren-
der the People theroughly difcontented, it will be eafy for
them to render them difaffeCted. Thefe are the Men we
have moft Reafon to be afraid of: They are, I'm afraid,
more numerous than moft Gentlemen imagine, and I wifh I
could not fay they have been lately joined, and very much
affifted by fome Gentlemen, who, I am convinced, have al-
ways been, and ftill are, very fincere and true Friends to our
prefent happy Eftablifhment.
¢ By the Acceffion of thefe new Allies, as I may juftly
call them, the real but concealed Jacobites have fucceeded
even beyond their own Expe€tation ; and therefore I am not
at all athamed to fay I am in Fear of the Pretender: Itisa
Danger
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Danger I fhall never be athamed to fay I am afraid of ; be~ Aa0 :;57?3"' .
caufe it is a Danger we fhall always be more or lefs expofed ~
to; and, I believe, the lefs Number of regular Forces we
keep up, the more we fhall always be expofed to this Dan-
ger. Yet I would not have Gentlemen to conclude 'from
hence, that I fhall always be for keeping up the f2me Num-
ber of regular Forces we have at prefent: The Number of
Jacobites will, I hope, be daily decreafing: Thofe who.
have been bred up in fuch Principles, and are therefore go-
verned by the Prejudice of Education, will die away by De-
grees, and fome of them may perhaps, by the Force of their
own Underftanding, difcover their Error, and change their
Principles. This, Sir, we have the firongeft Reafon for
hoping, and the more, becaufe I have the Satisfattion to
find, that few of the rifing Generation are in the leaft taint-
ed with fuch erroneous and dangerous Principles. Ina fhort
Time therefore, I believe, we may with Safety give the
People 2 little Eafe, with refpe€t to the annual publick Ex-
pence, by reducing a Part of our Army; but to make any
Redudtion at prefent, would, in my Opinion, be the Height
of Madpefs. That which is now called Difcontent, would
then appear to be Difaffeétion ; for I fhould expeét to hear
of the Pretender’s Standard’s being foon after fet up in feveral
(I-l’arts of the Ifland, perhaps in every one of the three King-
oms.
¢ This, I fay, Sir, would be the Confequence I fhould
expet from our making any Reduétion, while there is {uch
a numerous Party of Difaffe€ted amongft us; and though our
Neighbours feem all to be our good Friends at prefent, tho’
no one of them feems to have any immediate Defign of di-
fturbing the Tranquility we now enjoy ; yet it is well known,
that there is no Method by which Friendfhip betwixt two Na-
tions is kept up fo {urely, as by each being in a Condition to
do herfelf Juftice, if the other fhall infult her. Befides, Sir,
were our Forces reduced, who can fay that we may not have
fome Difturbances at home; and then it is natuaral for rival
Nations to foment the Divifions, and affift'the Malecontents of
one another. 1f there were no difaffeted Party amongft us,
or if that Party were inconfiderable, no foreign Power would
dare to invade us; becaufe fuch a Number of Tranfport Ships
as is neceffary for invading us with a great Army, could not
be provided without our being advifed of the Defign; in
which Cafe we could render their Defign abortive by the Su-
periority of our Fleet; and to invade us fuddenly with a
{mall Number of Forces, could do us little or no Mifchief, nor
could it do our Enemies any Service. It would be like rouz-
ing a Lion to Revenge by the Prick of a Needle. But whilit
there is fuch a confiderable difaffected Party amongft us, no-
Vou, V. F thing

¥



(34

Annot1. Geo. 11 thing can fecure us effeftually againft fmall and fodden In-
17378, vafions, but a fufficient Number of regular Forces ready to
march a: an Hour’s Warning. Five or fix thoufand Men
may be embarked in fuch a fmall Number of Ships, and fo
fpeedily, that it is impoffible to guard againft it by Meansof’
our Fleet. Sach a Number may be landed in fome Part of
the Ifland, before we can hear of their Embarkation : And if
fuch a Number were landed, with the Pretender at their
Head, there is no Queftion bat that they would meet with
many, efpecially the meaner Sort, to join them. In fuch a
Cafe, we could not march our whole Army againit thofe In-
vaders and their Afliftants; becaufe, if we fhould draw all
our regular Forces away from the other Parts of the Kingdom,
the Difaffefted would rife in every County fo left deftitute of
gegular Troops; and the Rebels being thus in Pofleffion of
many Parts of our Sea Coafts, would be continually receiving
Supplies,by fingleShips,from thofe who had at firft invaded us.
¢ Thus, Sir, a Civil War, at leaft, would be entailed
upon us, and might continue for feveral Years. The
Government might probably, by good Luck and good
Management, get the better at laft; but it is much better
not to put it upon that Iffue ; for it would not be with-
out Danger, and putting the Nation to a much greater
Expence, than it could be put to: by keeping op a fmall
Number of additional Troops for many Years, I may fay
for many Ages. Againft this Danger there is no poflible
Way of guarding abfolutely, but by keeping up fuch a
Number of regular Troops, as that we may {pare to fend fix
or feven thoufard of them againft any {mall and fudden In-
vafion that can be made upon us, and yet leave in every
other Part of the Kingdom, efpecially the moft difaffeCted, a
Number {ufficient for preventing the Defigns of thofe who
want only an Opportunity for rifing in Arms againft the Go-
vernment : And for this Purpofe, confidering the Number of
the DifaffeCted we have fill the Misfortune to have amongft
us, I mult think 18,000 is the {malleNumber we can in com-
mon Prudence keep up; for we muft always keep g or 6,000
about our Capital, otherwife our Government mey be in
Danger of "lofing even that, and with that all its Treafure,
and thereby our Fleetitfelf may be turned againft us; I am
fure 5 or 6,000 more is the {malleft Number that can be
thought neceffary for being difperfed inthe feveral Parts of the

Kingdom, in order to keep the Difaffeétion in Obedience.
¢ This I fay, Sir, is the fmalleR Number, we can in
common Prudence propofe to keep up, as long as there is
fuch a confiderable difaffected Party amongft us; but when
that Party is intirely evanithed, asI hope it will bein a few
Years, we fhall then have no Occafion for any more than are
neceflary
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neceflary inany Part of the Kingdom, for keeping the Diflaf-
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fected in Awe ; we fhall have no Occafion for any more L~

than are neceflary for guarding our Capital, and for aflifting
the Civil Magiftrate in putting the Laws in Execution a-
gaindt Smugglers and other Crirpinals ; for both which Pur-
pofes 12,000 may, I believe, be found fully {ufficient,

¢ I know, Sir, it may be faid, that as long as his Ma-
Jetty poflefles the Affections of the Generality of the People,
which I hope he always will, we may truft to our Militia,
for defending us againft any {fmall and {udden Invafion, and
likewife for defending us againft any Infurrettion, as well
as for enabling the Civil Magifirate to put the Laws in Exe-
cution againft all Sorts of Criminals. For my Part, I can
freely declare, that I wifh, as much as any Man can do, that
we could put fo much Truft in our Militia, as to have no
Occafion for regular Troops ; and with regard to defending
us againft foreign Invafions, I believe we might put our Truft
in our Militia, if our foreign Neighbours had nothing but Mi-
litiar to bring againit us; for our Men are naturally brave as
any of their Neighbours ; they always fhewed themfelves {o,
when neither of us had any thing elfe but Militia to truft to,
But now, that our Neighbours have laﬁe Bodies of regular
well-difciplined Troops, it woild be Madnefs in us to put
our whole Truft in our Militia ; for by Experience, in all

Countries, we find it is impoflible to make Militia any thin
near equal to regular Troops. We have an Inftance, Sir, of
this in the late War betwixt Poland and Mufcovy. In Po-
land the Militia were formerly, and I believe are fill, as
good a Militia as any in the World. Whil#t the Mufcovites
brought nothing but Militia againft them, we find the Polith
"Troops were always much fuperier to the Mulcovites, fo
much, that in former Times, we find a fmall Body of the
former have put to Rout great Armies of the latter; but
the Mufcovites have now fallen into the Way of keeping up
a great Army of regular well-difciplined Troops, and late Ex-
perience has fhewn us how much inferior the Polith Militia
1s;to the Mufcovite regular Troops; for in the lateWar which
happened upon the Eletion of this prefent King of Poland,
the Polith Militia could never once make any tolerable Stand
againft thofe regular Troops, that were fent from Mufcovy
to fupport the prefent King of Poland’s Election. In all the
other Countries of Europe we find it is the fame ; and in this
Country, I am convinced, we fhould find it to our Coft, if
wo had nothing but Militia to fend againft any Body of re-
gular Troops, that might chance, by efcaping our Fleetat
Sea, to land in this Ifland; for which Reafon, as long as
our Neighbours keep up fuch large Bodies of regularTrolﬁgls,
Fa 1 thall



Anne tr. Geo. IL
1737-38.

An Army in Time
of Peace thought by
{ome Members con-
fittent with Whig
PrinCiplcS.

(36)

I fhall always be againft trufting intirely to our Militia, for
our Deferice againft foreign Invafions,

¢ Even as to defending us againft Infurretions, and en-
abling the Civil Magiftrate to execute the Laws againft
Criminals, I do not know, Sir, if it would be proper to
truft to our Militia. During the late Rebellion we faw how
unferviceable, how backward they were. 1 hope it will not
be pretended that that Infurrection was generl, or that it
was favoured by any great Part of the People ; and yet that
fmall Number of Men, which were gathered together from
one Corner of the Ifland only, would, I am afraid, have
made themfelves Mafters of the Whole, if we had then had
nothing but Militia to fend againft them. Then as to en-
abling the Civil Magiftrate to execute the Laws agaimft Cri-
minals, I am fure there never was a Time when there was
lefs Reafon than there is at prefent, -to fay our Militia is fuf-
ficient for this Purpofe. In moft of our maritime Counties, I
do not know but that the Militia would proteét inftead of
fupprefling the Smugglers; in fome Counties the Militia
would, I fear, deftroy the Turnpikes, inftead of aflifting to
apprehend thofe, who do in a riotous Manner deftroy them;
and in every County, [ am convinced, the Militia would
proteét the illegal Retailers of {pirituous Liquors, inftead of
protetting thofe who ferve the Publick by informing againft
them.

¢ From thefe Confiderations, Sir, Tam convinced, a Stand-
ing Army is abfolutely neceffary, at leaft at prefent, for pro-
tecting us againft foreign Invafrons, and domeftick Infur-
retions, and for enabling the civil Magiftrate to execute
thofe Laws, which have been thought highly neceffary by
all the Branches of our Legiflature ; and for thefe Ends I
cannot think, that a lefs numerous Standing Army than we
now have, could be fufficient; atleaft I cannot think fo, as
long as we have fo formidable a difaffe@ed Party amongft us.
A Standing Army, or fuch an one as we have at prefent, may
perhaps be an Evil ; I fhall even grant it is an Evil, becaufe
1t muft always be expenfive to the People ; but it is an Evil
which we ought to fubmit to, for the Sake of avoiding a
greater: And as I am of Opinijon, and have, I think, clearly
fhewn, -that a Standing Army,. conftituted as our prefent is,
and not more numerous, cannot be in the leait dangerous to
our Conftitution or Liberties; therefore I muft think, we
ought the more willingly to fubmit to it.”

Some Members, who were for the Motion, then endea-
voured to' fhew, thatan Army in Time of Peace was not at
all inconfiftent with the Whig Principles; and that the pre-
fent Difpofition of the Nation abfolutely required that fuch
an Army fhould be kept up. ‘That it could be looked upon

as
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as no Violation of the Conftitution, fince it was for the Aaneir Geo. M.
Good of the Whole, This was endeavoured to be proved by L_,"\”,\ I
fome Inftances from the Roman Hiftory. Then Sir John TheRoman Hittory

Hynd Cotton fpoke fo the following Purpofe.
Sir,

< I do own it gives me a good deal of Surprife, to hear Sir Joha Hynd Got-
Gentlemen who a& upon Revolution Principles talk fo ut- "
terly inconfiftent with what was the Language of the Whigs
in former Times. Sir, I know not what Whigs the honourable
Gentleman has been acquainted with, but I .have had the
Honour and Happinefs to be intimate with many Gentlemen
of that Denomination: I likewife, Sir, have read the
Writings of many Authors ‘who have efpoufed thefe Prin-
ciples: I have fat inthis Houfe during fome of the moft ma-
terial Debates that have happened betwixt them and the
Tories; and, Sir, I can declare from my own Experience,
that I never knew one who ated on true Whig Principles,
vote for a Standing Army in Time of Peace. What, the
Principles of the Whigs in former Days were, Sir, I can
only learn from Reading or Information; but, Sir, I have
heard of Whigs who were againft all unlimited Votes of Credit:
Y have heard of Whigs who looked upon open Corruption as
the greateft Curfe that could befal any Nation : I have heard
of Whigs who efteemed the Liberty of the Prefs to be. the
moft valuable Privilege of a free People,” and triennial Par-
liaments the greateft Bulwark of their Liberties ; and, Sir, I
¢ have heard of a Whig Adminiftration who have refented In-
juries done to theTrade of theNation, and who have revenged
Infults oftered to the Britith Flag. Thefe, Sir, are the Prin-
ciples,if I am rightly informed, that once charaterifed the true
Whigs. Let Gentlemen apply thefe Characters to their pre-
fent Conduét, and then, laying their Hands on their Hearts,
let them ask of themfelves, It they are Whigs? The ho-
nourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, asked, with an Air of
‘Triumph, by what Means a parliamentary Standing Army
was eftablithed under King William : He 1s pofitive that it
could only be by Means of the Whig Interet. No, Sir, it
was not; it was by Meansof the Court Intereft, which was
fupported by Men, who were no longer Whigs than during
the Time they were out of Poft, and who, after they got
into Power, knew no other Principles but thofe which ad-
vanced the Intereft of the Crown, and fecured their own
Employments. To thefe Gentlemen it was owing, Sir,
that the ridiculous Diftinétion, without any Difference, be-
twixt two Kinds of Standing Armies, was broached: They
told us, that an Army kept up from Year toYear byConfent of
the Parliament was a quite different Kind of an Army from
one kept up without Confent of the Parliament, Really, Sir,
for my own Part, I think that one Army may be as dan-
gerous
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gerous as the other, becanfe the one hasas much Poweras the
other; and though Pewer does not give Right, yet it may
command it ; for whoever has a Power to feize on my Righr,
he is, in fome Meafure, my Mafier. So that though there
may be a Difference, Sir, as to the Manner of their being
paid, raifed, or disbanded, yet there'is no Difference as to
their Power, if ever they fhould take it into their Heads to
prefcribe, inftead of receiving Laws.

¢ The fame hon. Gentleman was pleafed to mention the Be-
haviour of the Army under the late K. James, as an Inftance
how fafe our Liberties are when they canonly be deftroyed by
an Army. But give me leave to fay, Sir, that it was not the
arbitrary Meafures of that Prince which fo difgufted his Ar-
my, but the foolith and barefaced Means which he ufed to
introduce a Religion they detefted. The juft Balance, Sir,
betwixt the Prerogative of the Crown and the Privileges of
the Subjet, 15 what Soldiers never inquire into. The former
may make a thoufand Encroachments upon the latter, before
any Soldier fhall take notice of it: For, Sir, I believe no
Soldier ever yettold a Prince who maintained and paid him,
¢ Indeed, Sir, you are too powsrful, and too great, and
<¢ therefore I will {ferve you no longer.” But Religion, Sir,
is a Point every Man makes himfelfa Judge of ; and it is
fafer for a Prince to make the higheft Encroachment upon
Liberty, than to make the leaft upon Religion. This, 1am
afraid, Sir, was the true Reafon why the greateft Part of
King James's Army joined King William at the Revolution.a
Yet, 3ir, as an excellent Author of thofe Days obferves,
« Though the late King James had the Noebility, Gentry,
«« Bithops, People, and his own Army, againft him, and
< we had a very wife and courageous Prince, nearly related
¢« toour Crown, for our ProteGor, yet we account this Re-
“ volution nextto a Miracle.” And I hope, Sir, Things
will never come to that Pafs withus, when nothing but a
Miracle can deliver us.

¢ The honourable Gentleman laid down 2 Maxim, “the
Truth of which I am perfuaded no Gentleman in this
Houfe will difpute, That the Safety of the People was the
firt Law. He thence {eemed to conclude, that all the {ub-
orditate Laws of the Conftitution muft give way wherever
the Safety of the People is concerned. But in jyOpinion, Sir,
the-Safety of a People is beft confulted by a [F;a.dy Adherence
tothat Conftitution, under which they become great and
powerful. NoError in Government, Sir, is {o dangerous,
or can in the Event prove {o fatal, as a Deviation Yrom the
Conftitution: Norcan the Safety.of the People be confulted
when that is infringed. When the Romans had recourfe to
a Didtator, or the Dutch to a Stadtholder, they did nol:h‘il:rag

. that
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that was meconfiftent with their Conftitution; for both thefe #mo

People formerly lived under monarchical Government, and
when that Gevernment was abolithed, they never precluded
themfelves from fubmitting to a temporary Exercife of 2
Species of that Government, whenever their common Safe-
ty, or the Exigencies of their State, rendered it indifpenfa-
bly neceffary. But, Sir, the Roman Hiftory affords us ma-
ny Inftances of their Senate’s unanimoufly rejefting the
moft advantageous Offers, even when their State was at the
Brink of Ruin, becaufe they ,could not be accepted without
violating their Conftitution. That wife People was fully

fenfible, that under whatever Difadvantages they might lie

in the mean Time, they would be fully repaired by a rigid
Adherence to thofe Principles that form’d the Bafis of their
Government, and which, by making them virtaous, had
made them pow®rful. I agree with the honourable Gentle-
man, that the Subverfion of their Liberties was owing to the
Degeneracy of their Morals : But, Sir, the firt Effeéts of
that Degeneracy broke out in the open Attempts which
their Governors made to alter their Conftitution ; and one
Alteration brought on another, till the Whole was dif-
folved. Sothat, tho’ the Safety of the People is the firff Law,
yet, that Safety never can be promoted, if the Meafures
purfued for promoting it are in the leaft inconfiftent with

“the Contftitution of the Country,
¢ I have heard it faid, Sir, that the Liberties of this Na-
tion can never be deftroy’d by fo inconfiderable a Number
of Forces as 18,000. But, Sir, I maft beg Leave to be of
a different Opinion. We have a late Initance, when in
this Metropolis the Populace was over-aw’d by lefs than the
fixth Part of that Number, fo as quietly to {ubmit to a
Law of as unpopular a Nature as ever pafs’d in this Houfe;
I mean the Law relating to fpirituous Liquors, Now, Sir,
tho’I allow that this was a good Law, and that the Government
was in the Right to enforce the Execution of it; yet an
arbitrary Law might have been forced upon the People
with as much Fafe, if back’d with the fame Number of
Forces, And, Sir, if fo fmall a Number were fufficient to
over-awe the People at {o difagreeable a Junéture as that was,
what may not the whole Body of our Army be able to effeét,
when united under the Direftion of a General, either devot-
ed to the Will of a Court, or following the Diftates of his
own Ambition ? Befides, Sir, tho" we glould fuppofe, what
is very improbable, that 18,000 Men are not fufficient to
give Laws to the Reft of the Nation, yet the Court can
command a confiderable Reinforcement out of Ireland. That
Kingdom, Sir, always maintains 12,000 Men, tho’ 4000
are {ufficient for all the Purpofes they are kept up for tlI:Ere.
ow
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Now, Sir, the fupernumerary Body of 8000 can, upon any
Pinch, be brought over hither, and 2dded to the 18,000
now on Foot. hus, Sir, the Court can at any Time form
a Body of 26,000 Men, while a total Difufe of military
Exercife has rendered our People utterly uncapable to make
the leaft Oppofition in Cafe thefe 26,000 Men were employ-
ed by the Court to wicked Purpofes. ‘This, Sir, muft pre-
fent but a very melancholy Profpe& to every Lover of his
Country, were he not perfuaded of his Majefty’s Regard for
the Laws, and his Tendernefs for the Rights of his Sub-
je&s. T with, Sir, his Minifters were as tender how they
load the Nation with any unneceffary Expence. I fay this,
Sir, becaufe I hear there is a Defign of adding a Regiment,
raifed fince our laft Seffions, to the Forces in our American
Settlements, which Regiment will coft the Nation at leaft
fifteen thoufand Pounds, including the Expance of their Ar-
tillery, and other incidental Charges. Sir, Iam not at all
againft our fending fome additional Troops to that Country,
and efpecially to Georgia; nay, cornfidering how far the
Honour, if not the Intereft of our Nation, is concerned in
fupporting that Settlement, I think we have been too dilatory
in fending fome Reinforcement thither. But, Sir, I am of
Opinion, there was no Occafion to have raifed a Regiment
for that Purpofe, when we have {fo many old ones that would
have ferved the Purpofe as well. Iad one of the Regiments
an the Britith Eftablifhment been fent thither ; nay, had half
a Dozen of them, for I am fure we can fpare them, been fent
thither, we muit have reaped two Advantages; firft, we
fthould have been eafed of fo much Expence, becaufe we can
maintain them cheaper there than we can here: In the fe-
cond Place, there they can anfwer the Ends of the Nation,
‘here tkey can anfwer only thofe of the Miniftry. Bue, Sir,
in what I have faid on this Head, I am far from refletin
on any Meafure that might have been taken by the Advice
of the honourable Gentleman whom we may juftly call'the
Father of that Colony. I am fo much perfuaded of his In-
tegrity and Ability, that I think we ought to be as willing
to fupport him, as .he has been generous in ferving us. But I
dare fay the honourable Gentleman himfelf is fenfible, that
the lefs the Expence is which his Endeavours for the publick
Good fhall coft his Country, the greater will be his own
Honour.
¢ Having thus given my Reafons, Sir, why I think the
propofed Reduction extremely proper at this Time, and why
I think it extremely improper for us to load the Nation with
any additional Expence, I fhall conclude with giving myVote
for the Motion.’ T
0
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To the latter Part of this Speech it was anfwered by John 4nno L. Geo. 1L

Selwyn, Efq; and others;  That the Money laid out upon
Georgia was the beft employed of any Money that ever the
Government laid out ; becaufe, in a thort T'ime, that Colo-
ny would be able to produce as much raw Silk as will fave
the Nation upwards of three hundred thoufand Pounds, which
is now yearly fent out of Britain to Italy and other Coun-
tries, for that Commodity: That all the Saving wou'd be
but two hundred fixteen fhoufand Pounds, which was but
inconfiderable when compar’d to the Benefit of keeping the
Forces up .
This was anfwered by George Heathcote, Efg; to the
following Purpofe :
Sir,
¢ I own that till now I have not approved our laying out
fo much Money as we have done on the Settlement of Geor-
§ia, becaufe I was of Opinion, that if the Hands we have
ent thither had been duly employed in Agriculture and Ma-
nufactures here, they might have been more ufeful to their
Native Country. But the honourable Gentleman who fpoke
laft has entirely removed my Scruples; for if what he fays
be Truth, which I am far from difputing, it is like to prove
the moft beneficial Colony that ever was fent from Britain,
both becaufe it will fave a great deal of Money to the Na-
tion, and as it will produce a large Revenue to the Crown.
For this Reafon, Sir, I think that the Money required for
maintaining that Settlement, and paying the Forces fent thi-
ther, may be raifed without our laying any additional Bur-
then on the People of Britain, The Method I propofe, Sir,
for thjs End, is, that as the Fund is fo very good, and the
Security upon it fo unqueftionable, the Government fhould
borrow as much Money upon it as may defray all the necef-
fary Expences attending the Settlement, that now fall upon
the Subje@s of Britain, This, Sir, I take to be a ve-
ry fair and equitable Propofal, and I am perfuaded that
the Wifdom and Frugality of the Gentlemen who have the
Honour to be in the Adminiftration will induce them to con-
fider of it.
¢ As to the other Part of my worthy Friend’s Speech, I
ewn I cannot {o eafily digeft it. The Reduétion that is pro-
pofed, faid he, will fave only two hundred fixteen thoufand
Pounds the to Nation. Sir, two hundred fixteen thoufand
Pounds is Money ; and had we, for twenty Years paft, fav-
ed that fame Sum by the like Reduttion, upwards of fix
Millions of the National Debt had been paid off, and a
reat many Inconveniencies kept from the Subjeéts. Befides,
ad this Reduftion taken Place twenty Years ago, and con-
finued ever fince, 1 am convinced, Sir, that the only Pre-
YoL. V. G tencg
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tence for a Standing Army in this Nation, I mean what is
advanced from the Difcontent of the People, had been en-
tirely taken away, in that two of the principal Caufes of
the Difcontent had been removed, the Grievance from the
Severity of our Taxes, and the Averfion of the Nation to fo
numerous a Standing Army in Time of Peace : So that it is
more than probable, that by this Time we fhould have had no
Occzfion at al! for any Standing Forces. However, Sir, better
late than never. Ifwe begin now to reduce them, the Nation
may twentyYears hence feel the Benefit of a total Reduétion.
Whereas, if we keep them on Foot from Year to Year, or
inftead of reducing, increafe them, the Nation twenty Years
hence may be faddled with 18,000 more, and publick Dif~
content increafing with the publick Debt, may run fo high,
as to render it imprudent for the Government, tho' it werg
willing, ever to make any Redu&tion. Wherefore, Sir, I
am for beginning in Time, and then for making amends, as
far as we can, for any paft Overfights, by agreeing to the pro-
pofed Reduétion.’

Sir William Younge * fpoke next in Subftance as follows :

Sir, ,

¢ Ever fince I had the Honour to fit in this Houfe, we
have had every Seflion a regular Return of a Debate on this
Subjeft. Sometimes I have heard very fpecious Arguments
for a Redu€tion urged by the Gentlemen in the Oppoljtion ;
but I always faw before next Seflions too good Proofs that
we alted moft wifely when we agreed to the keeping up the
greateft Number of Troops ; nor do I know any Part of his
Iate Majefty’s Conduét fo juftly liable to Cenfure, as the Re-
dudion of his Forces, to which he was induced by a fincere,
but miftaken Tendernefs for his People; nor did I ever
know a Reduétion which the Nation-in a little Time had
not Reafon to repent of. I own, Sir, that in fome Years
the Reafons for keeping them up were fironger than in
others, but I cannot rememember a Year when the Reafons
for keeping them up were fo ftrong as they are- at prefent.
The Infolence of the People in all Parts of the Kingdom
is rifen to a Height that makes it unfafe for the Civil
Magiftrate to do hic Duty without the Affiftance of the
military Power. In the Country where I was during fome
Part of our late Recefs, the Miners, the Labourers, and
other Manufa&urers, affembled in a riotous and tumultuous
Manner, to the Number of near five thoufand, upon no
other Pretence bnt the Exportation of ijome Grain; which
Exportation really did a Service to the Country, and never
could hurt them. They proceeded to the moft violent Out-
rages, which rendered it impoffible for the civil Magiftrate

& Secretary as War,
to
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to quell them ; for they were {o favoured by the Country in Anne

general, that it was out of his Power to raife a Pofle ftron
enough for that Parpofe. Now, Sir, I would gladly know
of any Gentleman what the Confequence of this Tumult
muft have been, had the Government not been zble to have
commanded a Body of regular Force ftrong enough to have
fupprefs’d them. The gentle Arts of Perfuafion would never
have fucceeded, for they were too mad to liften to any : The
Senfe of their Duty could never have reclaimed them, for
1they feemed to make a Merit of being quite void of that. A
regular Body of Forces, therefore, afting by the Direétion of
the Civil Magiftrate, was the only proper Means of reducing
them. In this Metropolis, Sir, nota Month ags, a vigilant
and an a&tive Magiftrate was infulted in his own Houfe for
doing his Duty, by a tumultuous Mob of the fame Kind,
who threatened to pull his Houfe in Pieces about his Ears,
and, as I am informed, aCually attempted, and probably
would haveeffetted it, had it not been for a Detachment of
the regular Troops who were fent to prote@ him. Thefe
Tumults, Sir, could be owing to no Oppreflion, nor to any
juft Ground of Offence that had been given them by that
Magiftrate. But the Truth is, that the more adtive, the
more honeft, and the more vigilant a Magiftrate is, the
more he is infulted, hated, and abufed by the common
People. Thefe Mobs, Sir, it is true, feldom have any o-
ther View than to gratify their immediate Refentment. But
whoknows, Sir, but that if they come to any Height, thofe
who have more diftant and more dangerous Views, may herd
with them, and make them the Tools of their Ambi-
tion or Revenge? This, Sir, would very probably be the
Cafe, were it not for our regular Forces ; and if this were
the Cafe, we muft foon fee a Rebellion formed, and the
Nation become a Scene of Blood and Confufion, Let any
Gentleman who loves his Country refle€t upon the Horrors
which {uchan Idea prefents, and let him, if he can, vote
for a Reduétion, which by weakening the Hands of the Go-

vernment may leave a Poflibility of any fuch Event. An
Exemption from the Miferies of a Civil War is cheaply pur-
chafed by the heavieftTaxes. The People of Britain at pre-

fent pay no heavier Taxes, than the Extenfion of their Com-

merce, and the Benefits they enjoy from the Government,
(which leaves them more Liberty than any Peoplé under the

Sun enjoy) enable them to fupport without Difficulty ; and,
though their Taxes were {till heavier, a little more Induftry
and Frugality in the meaner Sort of our People would eafily
fupply them : But, Sir, the Wounds of a civii War may
bleed for many Ages; by ruining our Trade it muft render
us defpicable to our Neighbours, and probably we muift be-
G2 come
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come fubject either to a foreign or a domeftick T'yranny. 1
believe no Gentleman, whether he is a Placeman or not,
would forgive himfelf, if he did not concur in every Mea-
fure that could avert fuch an Event. Sir, if “fuch Meafures
are purfued, they are right Meafures, whether they are pur-
fued by Place-Men or others: And I hope all Place-Men
will be o true to one another, as to unite in giving their
Negative to the Reduion on this Occafion.”
When he fat down, Sir John Barnard fpoke in Subftance
as follows :
Sir,
¢ It has always been my Opinion, that the readieft Way
to bring on the Miferies which the honourable Gentleman,
who fpoke laft, has fo pathetically defcribed, is to maintain
a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace; and that the
beft, if notthe only Method of preventing them, is, either
confiderably to reduce, or intirely to disband it. So that,
Sir, the Gentleman has very artfully foreftalled the Debate,
by employing in favour of a Standing Army, one of the
ftrongeft Arguments againft it. Y am perfe@tly ata Lofs to
know why the Gentlemen who are againft the Redaétion,
have let fo much of our Time be {pent, before they began
the Debate on their Side ; for I am fure they have not yet
advanced a Shadow of an Argument in favour of the Refo-
lution, Therefore, Sir, I either expe&t to hear fome Rea-
fons why we fhould agree to this Refolution, from the Gen-
tlemen who fhall fpeak in the fucceeding Part of the Debate,
or I muft be obliged to think that a Standing Army is intend-
ed to be made a Part of our Conftitution, and that our re-
folving ourfelves intoa Committee, to confider of the proper
Number to be kept up, is mere Form. Nay, Sir, it is not
impoffible, butsthat, fome Years hence, we may fee a "Bill
brought into.this Houfe for that End. This, Sir, will fave
Gentlemen a great deal of Trouble, in eluding once a Year
a Set of ill-natured perplexing Objettions, raifed by Gentle-
men ftubbornly and perverfely attached to the Good of their
Country, and the Prefervation of the Conftitution, But, Sir,
if fucha Step fhould be taken, Gentlemen both of Reputa-
tion and Eftate will not be wanting to oppofe fuch a Subver-
fion of our Liberties, with their Intereft, with their For-
tunes, and, if their Country requires it, with their Swords.
Since the Beginning of this Debate, we have had a very
broad Intimation of a Defign that leans very much that Way.
An honourable Gentleman under the Gallery told us, If you
continue the Liberty of the Prefs, you ought to continue your
Army. Sir, I look upon the Liberty of the Prefs to be the
moft valuable Part of the Liberty of the Subjeét; I lock up-
on the Army, as what may one Day be the Déﬁ’ru&i&llbf
) th;
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beth ; and togive no better Reafon for fupporting a Stand-
ing Army, but that it may deftroy the Liberty of the Prefs,
is to fay, in other Words, That a Refolution is now form-
ing to put an End to the Liberties of Great Britain.

Anno 11 Ceo. 1k
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¢ The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, told us, that

we wereunder a Neceflity of keeping up our Army, that it
may enforce the Laws, whichthe Weaknefs of our Civil Ma-
giftrates cannot do. Sir, I know not what Authority the
honourable Gentleman has, for throwing out fuch a Reflec-
tion upon the Civil Magiftrates in general. I have the Ho-
nour to be a Civil Magiftrate, Sir, in the greateft City in
Britain, perhaps in Europe; and I dare aniwer for myfelf,
and for thofe Gentlemen whom I have had the Iappinefs to
be aflociated with in the Civil Magiftracy, that we have no
Occafion for any Afliftance of the military Force for putting
the Laws in Execution. And as I have Opportunities of
knowing fomewhat of the ,Country of England in general, I
can venture to fay, that a Conftable at the Head of his Poffd,
by a Warrant from a Juftice of the Peace who is beloved,
can do more than a Colonel at the Head of his Regiment. I
fay, Sir, a Juitice of the Peace who isbeloved ; for Iam far
from thinking that all of them are beloved; though I believe
they generally are {o, when it is known they are not influ-
enced by any Guidance from within thefe Walls. Sir, itis
the Duty, as well as the Intereft of every Civil Magiftrate,
to endeavour to render himfelf beloved and popular 1n thofe
Places where he ats; and if there are any who are more
hated, and confequently lefs obeyed by the People, it muft
be owing totheir own il Conduét. Nay, Sir, I believe. I
could inftance many Juftices of the Peace, who aé as fuch,
without having a Qualification. In what I have faid, Sir,
I am far from intending that it fhould be underftood, asif I
refleted on any particular Gentleman, who has the Honour
to ferve his Majefty in the Commiffion of Peace in Weftmin-
fter. Iam willing to believe the beit of thefe Gentlemen,
and that theyare far from making a Traffick of their Duty,
or taking their Diretions from any Man in Power. But,
Sir, if there are any fuch, though they may indeed want the
Affiftance of the military Power, I think it is very unfafe
forus to keep up Forces that may be employed to very bad
Purpofes by {uch Magiftrates,’
~ Mr. Pulteney fpoke to the following Purpofe :
Sir, :

¢ The Arguments that have been advanced againft the
prefent Motion are of fo extraordinary a Nature, and thofe
that have been offered in favour of the Refolution are fo
weak, that I have a better Opinion of the Judgments of the

honourable Gentlemen who have advanced them, than to
believe

Wm. Pulteney, EfQ;-
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believe they themfelves think they could be of any Weight,
but in an Affembly where their own Party is fure of a Ma-
jority. Some Gentlemen feem to be under terrible Appre-
henfions from the Prefs, fome from the People, and fome
feem to fear nothing but for themfelves. One honourable
Gentleman, inparticular, calls out to his Brethren in Place,
and folemniy conjares them to be true to one another. O all
ye Placemen be true to ane another ! Indeed, Sir, the honour-
able Gentleman may reft very well fatisfied that they will ;
for I cannot fay that I ever knew them fail, efpecially when
they were to gain any thing by jt. I wifh, Sir, that other
Gentlemen were as well united, that Country Gentlemen
would be true to one another ; forif they were, though per-
haps we could not carry this Queftion, yet we might hope at
leaft not to lofe it by, I had almoft {aid, fo fcandalous a
Majority, as it is but too probable that we fhall.

¢ It is the Misfortune, Sir, of this Nation, under our pre-
fent Situation, that it is generally thought to be in the Power
of one Man to determine the Fate of every Queftion of Im-
portance brought before this Affembly. This makes many
Gentlemen, who with well to their Country, take every
Opportunity of ftaying at home, when they ought to give
their Attendance in this Houfe. Each reafons in this. Man-
ner : “ My fingle Voice isof little or no Confequence, why
<¢ then fhould I be at the Pains and Expence to attend the
¢ Parliament, fince it can belof no Ufe to my Cduntry ?”
But this is a falle and a pernicious Inference. 'This, Sir,
gives a tacit Countenance to oppreflive Meafures, and de-
prives a Man of the Satisfation of having done at leaft his
Daty for the Service of his Country. Befides, Sir, Gentle-
men ought to refleét, that if thofe who aét for the Intereft of
their Country were united, and gave their Attendance in
this Houfe, they might ftill indeed continue the Minority ;
but, Sir, fuch a Minority as they would then form, never yet
failed of foon becoming the Majority. I have thought my-
{eif obliged tofay thus much, becaufe I fee many Gentlemen
abfent on this Occafion, who, I know, with well to their
Country, and who I know would be abfent on no other Ac-
count, but for the Reafon I have now fuggefied.

¢ I have heard, Sir, during the Courfe of this Debate,
great Complaints of the Depravity of the common People ;
and I am fepfible the Complaints are not ill-founded. Bat,
Sir, I think the Method that is propofed to reform them, in-
ftsad of {upprefling, will but propagate the Evil. It is as
imprafticable, Sir, to dragoon People into Morality, as into
Religion ; nor can a Standing Army make a free People quiet

‘Subjects, any other Way than by making them hamble

Slaves. It has always, Sir, been the diftinguithing Glor);
o
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of this Conftitution, that our Kings reigned over Men, and Asno 11 Geo. 11,

not over Slaves: And that gave them the Power of doing as
much Good as they pleafed ; though it tied up their Hands
from doing any Hurt, But, Sir, our new Syftem of Poli-
ticks has a quite different Tendency ; it tends to make Slaves
of Subjets, to give the King an Opportunity of doing Harm,
but deprives him of the Power of doing Good. For, Sir, a
Man who lies at the Mercy of another, as to his Liberty and
Property, is, ineffe&, a Slave, though he who is his Supe-
rior fhould not exercife his Power tyrannically. And a Prince,
Sir, who, in order to maintain his Authority, is obliged to
burden his Subjects with oppreflive Taxes, while they al-
ready rgroan under a Load of Debts, has it in his Power to
opprefs his Subjefts, but has it not in his Power to relieve
them ; becaufe no A&t of Grace, which he canexert, can be
a Balance for the Unpopularity that maft attend him. So
that, Sir, it is furprifing that Minifters themfelves are not
more cautious how they give Occafion for any unncceflary
‘Taxes upon the People, or how they confent to the keeping
up a Body of Forces, which fo evidently tends to weaken
both their Mafter’s and their own real Interefts. But, fay
Gentlemen, the Depravity is {o great and fo general, that
no Remedy befides that of a fuperior Force can be applied.
Sir, a Phyfician, whe would cure a Difeafe, applies himfelf
firft to find out its Caunfes ; and if the Caufes can be found ont

and taken away, the Effect ceafes of courfe.
¢ As to what the Gentlemen who are for continuing the
prefentNumber of our Forces have fo much infiftedon, I mean
the Spirit of Oppofition to the Civil Magiftracy on fome Oc-
cafions, it has, Iam afraid, been too much owing tw the
Conduét of the Magiftrates; and their Oppofition to fome
late Laws is to be imputed, I believe, to the Nature of the
Laws themfelves, It is impoffible, Sir, for a Legiflature to
inforce immediate Obedience to an unufual Law, without
very great Relu&ftance from the People, before they are con-
vinced that this Law is really for theit Good. And, Sir,
give me leave to fay, thatit will take a good deal of Art to
perfwade the People of the Expediency of fome Laws lately
paffed. Nay, Sir, I fhould not myfelf be eafily convinced,
that fome Jate Laws might not have produced all the Good
for which they were intended, and yet have appeared in a
Shape more agreeable to the Body of our People. Are Gen-
tlemen to fuppofe that a People will fubmit to Laws which
‘they look upon oppreffive and inconfiftent ? In this Part of
the Courntry, Sir, they are obliged to fubmit to Laws ; for
-Inftance, the late A& ngainft Spiritnons Liqeors, which
pretends to pluck up an old but beloved Difeafe by theRoots,
ywhile the Manner of dete€ting Delinquents againft ilsis
w
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Amo it Geo. Il Faw gives Rife to numberlefs Villanies amongft the meaner
T Sort: For it is, Sir, in the Power of any Rogue, as the
Law now ftands, if he can digeft Perjury, to ruin an honeft
Man and his whole Family. Can therefore Gentlemen be
furprifed that a Law, fo difagreeable in its own Nature, to
the People, the meaner Sort, at leaft, for I have never heard
any body elfe charged with oppofing it, fthould meet with
Oppofition from them * Yet, Sir, this is a Law of which we
were {o fond, that we actually bought it. Yes, Sir! we
bought it of the Government at the Rate of 70,000 Pounds
and upwards.
¢ In another Part of the Country, Sir, in Scotldnd, the
Clergy is obliged, by alate* ACt for that Purpofe, to read
more than once from their Pulpits a Proclamation, or a De-
claration, I do notknow how youcallit. Why, Sir, I am
told the People in that Country laugh at this Aét; and if
the Government were ftriétly to enforce it, they would ha-
zird another Rebellion. Sothat, Sir, it is our Duty, before
we pafs any At that affets the Body of a People, always to
confider whether the Advantages accruing from fuch an A&
are fufficient to counterbalance the Ugnpopularicy of our
pafling that A&, and the Odium and Expences which the
Government muft incur by putting it in Execution. When I
fay this, Sir, I hope no Gentleman will infer that I would
court Popularity -at the Expence of anyMeafure that is for the
Good of the People, But I know, that fome Governments
have found the Secret of reconciling the People’s real Interefts
to their Inclinations, and believe that in all good Govern-
ments the moft benefictal Laws are generally the moft po-
ular.
P But, befides Blunders which we may have committed in a
more publick Capacity, ] am afraid, Sir, that in other Re-
{pedts we do not a little contribute to fpread this Spirit of
Difcontent. When a People, Sir, fees their Superiors a-
bandon the Principles that make them honeft Men, they
prefume, not unreafonably, that they have loft every Quality
that forms an honeft Reprefentative. When they fee Lux
and Extravagance fupported upon the Emoluments of public
Pofts, the meaneft Subje&t in the Nation, if he knows any
'Thing, knows that he helps to pay for thefe Luxuries, and
that they are maintained on the Spoils of his Country. When
Sir, the People fee Gentlemen wafting their private Eftates
in idle Purfuits, and unprofitable Vices; they know that
thefe Gentlemen have no other Way to repair the {hattered
Remains of their Fortunes, but by preying upon the Publick,

® This alludes to the A againft thofe who were comcerned in hanging
Forteans: Sec Vol, IV, ghe Debaes on ihas Affair,
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When they fee Corruption and Venality openly avowed,
even tho’ fome of them tafte it, they know, or at leaft they
fulpeCt, that an Adminiftration muft be weak when it re-
quires fuch Supports.

¢ Give me Leave to borrow an Expreflion, and to fay,
that it is ours to mend the Hearts of the People. 1t is our Dauty,
Sir, by each of us living within the Bounds of our own pri-
vate Fortunes, to preferve our Independency upon any Man
orany Minifter whatever; and thus fhall we be enabled to
preferve the Independency of the Legiflature. Then fhall
we fee the publick Debts decreafe, the Diffatisfaction of the
People fubfide, and the Diftinftions of Parties abolithed.
We thall then have no Need of a Standing Army ; becaufe
then, Sir, there will be no Occafion to rule by a Party; for
that Party amongft us, which cither by its Principles or
Praftices oppofes thefe good Ends, becomes a Faltion, let
its Majority be ever fo great. I have heard, Sir, many in-
"vidious Infinuations and Refle€tions thrown out againft a
certain Oppofition that I'could name, and I hear a great
Talk without Doors about * a Reconciliation. Sir, I know
not any Reconciliations that I could with except one : Others
I never defire to fee, unlefs they are founded on the Liber-
ties of the People; and, Sir, I think an Oppofition upon
virtyous Principles the only Security that our Country can
hope for, and I here openly profefs my Determination always

to join in fuch an Oppofition.
¢ Thofe Gentlemen who are for our‘agreeing to this Re-
folution, in my Opinion, make but a very indifferent Com-
rliment to his Majefty, who has recommended Unanimity
and Difpatch to us {o ftrongly from the Thone; yet Sir, in
the very Beginning of our Seffion, we have here a Bone of
Contention thrown amongft us. *We are, it feems not only
to agree to the keeping up the fame Number of Forces
which we had laft Year, but we are to add to the Charges
that attend them, the Expence of raifing a new Regiment
to be fent to our Plantations. Sir, I cannot conceive how
Gentlemen fhould fuppofe that if fuch an unreafonable Refo-
lution is brought in, we can aét in the Manner his Majeity
has fo wifely recommended. I fay, Sir, fo wifely -recom-
mended ; becaufe, on the Unanimity of this Parliament de-
pends the Judgment which Foreigners will form of our
Strength and Refolution in this important Crifts of our Trade.
If they fhall find Unanimity in our Refentmentat home, they
will expect the fame Unanimity in our Refentment abroad, if
it fhall be found that any of our Neighbours have infulted out
Flag, or plundered our Merchants; it will let them fee that

® See Vol, 4. of the Debates, abons the Prince of Wales's Settisment,
VoL. V. H both,
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both the Nation and the Parliament are refolv’d to be-
have with fuch Duty and Zeal for their Country, as to ftand
inno Need of being over-awed by a Standing Army. And
Foreigners will then defpair of finding a Party who fhall
abet them here.
Sir Robert Walpole then rofe again, and fpoke as follows.
Sir,
¢ Whatever groundlefs Infinuations fome Gentlemen may
throw out about any Attempts that have been or are to be
made upon the Liberty of Speech; one Gentleman, fince
the Opening of this Debate, has told us, That ke could wifp
that Things avere torun into Confufion; becaufe out of Confufien
may arife Order. A With fo fhocking to the Ears of a duti-
ful Subject, and fo contrary to the Dignity of this Aflembly,
that I hope never to hear the like repeated within thefe
Walls. It was faying, in other Terms, that he withed to fee
the Succeffion of the prefent Royal Family fet afide, and the
Nation involved in the difmal Confequences of civil War,
rather than that we fhould agree to a Meafure which the
Wifdom of all Parliaments, fince the late Revolution, has
thought neceflary for the Prefervation of our Liberty. I
cannot, indeed, underfland how Gentlemen, during the
Courfe of this Debate, can reafon as if this Refolution was
fuch as had never been agreed to by any Parliament, and that
it was a dire€t Infringement of our Conftitution, This is
calling in Queftion the Honour and the Integrity not only of
all the Parliaments, but of every Gentleman who has voted
for this Meafure in thefe Parliaments, for 4o Years paft.
And Iam fure my good Friend who fpoke Iaft, has very
good Reafons, known to himfelf and me, for fupporting their
Authority.
¢ My honourable Eriend was pleafed to inveigh very fe-
verely againft the Luxury and Vice that reigns but too gene-
rally amongft us, [know not from what this Luxury and
Vice proceed ; but proceed from what it will, I am fure it does
proceed from any Example fet by the Royal Family; for I
am perfuaded that every Gentleman who hears me, is fen-
fible that no Nation was ever bleft with a Royal Family, that
has given fuch eminent Inftances of Frugalxy and Tempe-
rance, as the Family that is now upon our Throne. If 2
People, Sir, grown wanton withLiberty and Riches fhall dege-
nerate into Luxury,is a Prince or his Minifters to he blamed
for that? Or if the People is tainted with Difcontent and
Diffatisfadtion, are we to endeavour to cure it by giving up
the only Means of reftraining them ¥ Yet this, Sir, is the
the very Thing for which fome Gentlemen have argued fo
ftrenoully fince theOpening of this Debate. It has been allow-
cdonall Hands, that hadit not been for our Standing Forc;es,
the



(51)
the Nation muft have e'er this Time run into Confu. Ano 11 Geo. 1
fion from that Spirit of Diflatisfaction, that has broke' loofe A
amony the People. But, fay fome Gentlemen, that Spirit
1s occafioned from the Oppreflion of the Government. But
they have not been pleafed to give us any Inftance of fuch
Oppreflion ; they have given us no Inftance of 2n Invafion
upon the Liberty and Property of any Subjeét: They have
not given us one Inftance of any Incroachment of the Mili-
tary upon the Civil Power, or of one Attack that has been
made by the Adminiftration to fubvert the Freedom of Pur-
liament. There is nothing more common, Sir, than to
raife a Clamour upon the Topicks of Bribery, Corruption,
and Venality, and nothing more eafy than to make the
People believe that when an Adminiftration continues long
in the fame Hands, it can only be by thefe Means. But
this is a Misfortune that has attended the beft Adminiitrations
in all Ages and in all Countries. The very-Succefs that a
Minifter meets wijth, is improved by his Enemies to his Pre-
judice. If a Majority in this Houfe concur with his Mea-
fures, it muft be the Effe¢t of Cortuption. If he h.s the
Favour of the Prince, he owes it to Flattery and mifreprefent-,
ing the State of the Nation, Does the Kingdom under his
Adminiftration enjoy a profound Peace, an extended Com-
merce ! This is attributed to the Minifter’s Sacrificing fome-
thing ftill more valuable than thefe Advantages, in order to
procure them. So that, Sir, the very Well-being of a State
gives a Handle to Clamour againft the Minifter ; whereas, in
reality, his Succefs in the Parliament may be owing to the
Juftice of his Meafures; the Favour he is in with his Prince,
to his Integrity ; and the Increafe of the National Wealth and
Power, to his Vigilance and the Firmnefs of his Refolutions.
Sir, 1 fhall make no particular Applicatton of what I have
faid here 5 only one Thing I will be bold to affirm, that had
the Clamours that have been raifed in Great Britain thefe
18 Years paft againft the Adminiftration been well founded,
we muft before this Time have been the moft mifcrable, the
moft beggarly, and the moft abje&t People under the Sun.
But, Sir, is there no other Vehicle by which Luxury may
be introduced, befides that of Minifterial Corruption ? Give
me leave to fay, Sir, there is; and that the Riches which a
Nation may acquire by Trade, under a good Adminiftration,
is the principal and indeed the natural Source from whence
the Luxury which the honourable Gentleman inveighs a-
gainft, proceeds. Thefe Riches, Sir, ‘induce the T'rading
Part of the Nation, toabandon the frugal Maxims of their
Anceftors : The Landed Intereft, Sir, emulates the Trading,
and their Wezlth encreafing in Proportion as Trade flourifhes,
they improve likewife in all the Luxuries of Life. Thefe

H2 Luxuries,
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Luxuries, Sir, after fome Time, create Wants; Wants pro-
duce Neceflities ; Neceflities, Diflatisfaltion; and when
they are reduc’d in their Circumftances by their own Extra-
vagancies, they exclaim againft the Heavinefs of Taxes, the
Decay of Trade, and the Corruption of Minifters. A Minifter
1s anfwerable, Sir, in fome meafure, for the Wealth of a Na-
tion ; bat he is not anfwerable for the Abule of that Wealth,
And when Gentlemen exclaim againft the luxurious Living
of a Nation, they are miftaken if they think that thereby they
hurt the Reputation of 2 Minifter inthe Eyes of confiderate
Men. No, Sir, they beftow a tacit Encomium upon the
Minifter; for undera bad Adminiftration, efpecially if it is
a long one, it is impoflible for the Nation to fupply thefe
Luxuries, without the Nation’s feeling in a very few Years
the whole Ballance of Trade with their Neighbours turning
againft it: And I dare fay, that no Gentleman in this
Houfe can affirm that this is our Cafe at prefent. Thus
much, Sir, Thave thought fit to fay, not in Anfwer, but by
way of -Supplement to what the hon. Gentleman obferved
with Regard to the general Depravity of Morals {o vifible
throughout the Kingdom.

¢ But were I to be asked, Sir, what Remedy is then to
be applied to this general Dépravity, my Anfwer would be,
the Anfwer of every Gentleman who judges coolly and im-
partially ; that nothing is more likely to gain this End, than
a due Submiflion to that Government, which enals no
Laws but by your own Confent, and raifes no Taxes but
what your own Safety requires. Thhis, could we effeét it,
Sir, (to ufe the fame Expreflion with the hon. Gentleman)
avould be mending the Hearts of the People, and without this,
all the Methods that either the King or the Paliament can
f:11 upon for that Purpofe muit be unfuccefsful. I wifh, Sir,
that all the Gentlemen in this Houfe could fay, with 2
clear Confcience, that they had no other View than this, in
all their Purfuits of Popularity and Pretenfions to Patriotifin :
And I with, Sir, that the A&ions of Gentlemen would
prove to the World, that their fole Aim is not the Deftruc-
tion of the Minifter, but the Good of their Country,

¢ Asto what the honourable Gentleman talk'd about the
juft Grounds of Difcontent among the People §{ I am forrry
to hear any Gentleman in this Houfe infinuate, that the Acts
and Laws paft by this Houfe, can give the People any juft
Ground of Difcontent. It proceeds from another Quarter,
Sir; for there is nothing more ceftain than that, if our
Pcople are once rendered difcontented with the Government,
they foon become difaffelted with the Eftablithment: And,
Sir, tho' I admit thata Man of Senfe may be attached to our
prefent Eftablifhinent, and yet diffatisfied with {ome Steps of
the Adminiftration, yet it s otherwife with the Common Peo-

ple;
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ple: With them Difcontent, Difloyalty, and Rebellion
follow fo «lofe on one another, that they are one and the
fame Thing, Had certain Gentlemen, Sir, who have lately
joined in fome Meafures againft the Government, fufficiently
reflected on this T'ruth, I am perfuaded fuch is their Attach-
ment to his Majefty’s Perfon and Family, that they would
not have affifted fo much as they have done in promoting
the Diflatisfaction that prevails among the Common People.
For, Sir, the Faltion which is in the Intereft of the Perfon
who difputes his Majefty’s Title to the Crown, always pre-
fumes, that whoever is againft the Adminiftration, isagainft
the Eitablithment likewife; and nothing has more contsi-
buted to keep up the Spirit of that Party, than their induftri-
oufly propagating that Doétrine. This, Sir, is the true Reafon
that they look upon the Lenity of that Government as the
Effet of its Weaknefs, and that they attribute the Indul-
gence they meet with to our Fears. This, Sir, is the true Rea-
fon why they endeavour to improve to their Advantage every
Accident that happensin the Nation, tho’ perhaps it is very di-
ftant from their Purpofe, and fell out contrary to their Hopes.
This, Sir, was the Reafon why, on the late melancholy E-
vent that * affliCted the Nation, their Hopes revived,
their Cabals were fet on Foot, and every Tool of their Party
was employed in their Confultations how to bring about
their favourite Peint. There are many in our Galleries now, .
Sir, who know what I havedaid to be true, and if they had
the Privilege of fpéaking here, could, if they pleafed,
convince us how improper the propofed Redufion is, while
fuch a Spirit fubfifts in the Kingdom. T

¢ Sir, I have known a Time when Gentlemen aed on
true Whig Principles ; and at that Time, Sir, they feemed
to be of Opinion, that the beft, if not the only Way to fe-
cure us from Popery, and arbitrary Power, was by fecuring
the prefent Eftablitiment of the Crown in his Majefty’s
Perfon and Family. They were thenof Opinion, Sir, this
was beft done by our keeping upa regular Body of Forces,
and I fhould be glad to know if “the {ame Reafons do not
fubfift now asdid then,or if they who are theEnemies of our
prefent Eftablifhment have been weakened by the Oppofition
of thefe Gentlemen to the Adminiftration.’
' William Pulteney, E{q; replied to this Effeét

Sir,

¢ I think 2 Man is an honeft Man, who votes according
to what his Confcience tells him the prefent Situation of
‘Things requires; and an honelt Man, Sir, if he fees the
Circumflar.ces which induced him to vote in Favour of a Re-
folution laft Year altered, or if he finds that he himfelf
has been miftaken in th¢ Apprehenfion of thefe Circum-

# Alinding to the Queen’s Deatk
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i
anno 11 Geo. 1. ftances: I fay, Sir, an honeft Man will, in either of thefe
K Cafes, vote this Seflion direétly contrary to what he voted
before. If ever I voted for a Standing Army, Sir, in Time
of Peace, it was when my Confcience told me that the Pre-
fervation of our Liberties required it. But, Sir, though at
that Time, perhaps, I was convinced that our keeping up a
Standing Army for one Year was neceflury ; it does not fol-
low that I at inconfiftently, if Idon’t vote for a Perpetuity
of that Army. Therefore, though a Gentleman has voted
for every Queftion, for every Job of the Miniftry ; though
his whole Life has been but one continued Vote on their Side ;
yet he ought neither to be athamed nor afraid to oppofe them,
as foon as his own Judgment or the Situation of Things is
altered. This is ating upon no other Principles, Sir, but
thofe of an honeft Man, and a Lover of his Country ; and,
as the Diftin¢tion between Whigs and Tories is now in ef-
fect abolifhed, Ihope foon to fee our People know no other
Denominations of Party amongft us befides thofe of Court
and Country. The honourable Gentleman talks of the E-
ftablithment of the Government, and of the Adminiftration 3
bat, Sir, I know of no Eftablifhment, I know of no Ge-
vernment, I know of no Adminiftration that ought to be
kept up, but for the Prefervation of the Liberties of the
People : For it isnot Twopence Matter to me, whether the
Prince’s Name under whom I am to be enfltved, is Thomas,
James, or Richard; I am fure'l fhall never be enflaved un-

der a George.
¢ And here give me leave to fay, Sir, that the Eftablith-
ment of the Crown in his Majefty’s Perfon and Family can
only be fecured by our fecuring the Rights of the People.
This, Sir, is the Charter by which his Majefty holds his
Crown ; and whoever feparates the Interefts of the People
from thofe of the Eftablifhment, muft be either ignorant of
our Conftitution, or a Traitor equally to his Prince and his
Country. For this Reafon, Sir, to me it is evident, that if
the Pretender had an Agent in his Majefty’s Councils, or in
this Houfe, that Agent would employ all the Force of
Tongue and Lungs, he would even out-vote a Miniiter, and
out-{peech a Place- Man in his"Zeal for this Refolution ; nor
could a more effetual Way, Sir, to promote that Perfon’s
Intereft be thought of, than our agreeing to bridle the King-
dom with 18,000 Men: Becaufe it is, in effe, telling all
the Powers in Europe, that fo weak is the Adminiftration of
Britain, and fo much are they hated by the People, that
they dare not venture to make one Step in the Government
without their Bully-back an Army. While your Army con-
tinues, Sir, Difcontent muft increafe, and the more Difcon-
tent increafes, the fairer is the Pretender’s Chance for fuc-
ceeding;
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ceediny ; whereas, if the Pegple were reconciled to the Go-
vernment, he could not have the moft diftant Profpet of
-Succefs : For I dare fay, very few in Britain at -prefent with
him well on his own Account; and the few deluded Perfons
who do incline to his Party, do it only becaufe they are fo
weak as to imagine, that the one Evil would be lefs than the
other. Wherefore, Sir, asI wifh the Crown of Britain may
continue for-ever in his Majefty’s Perfon and Family, as I
hope never to fee the Pretenfions of any other Perfon f{uc-
ceed, and as [ think the Reputation of the Kingdom is in-
terefted in the Fate of this Queftion, I muft agree to the
propofed Reduction.’

T'he next who fpoke, wasSir William Windham.

Sir,

¢ I think it ftrange, that this mighty Secret of our Fears
about the Pretender, has never been difcovered during the
whote Courfe of this Dcbate, till the honourable Gentleman
who fpoke lzft but one difclofed it. I am glad, however,
that it isat length difcovered ; for now Gentlemen may have
a very clear State of the Cafe ; which is, Whether we ought
to put the Nation to the Expence of maintaining 18,000
Men, for no other Reafon but becaufe a certain Gentleman
is afraid of the Pretender? This is, I think, a clear and a
true State of the Cafe. As for the honourable Gentleman’s
Fears, they put me in Mind of a mad Fellow, called Butler,
who ufed to go about, andat ‘T'imes would appear very much
frightened at a certain Phantom of his own Brain, whom he
called Prince Kantemir. This Phantom haunted him about
from Place to Place, and nothing could drive it out of his
Head. Really, Sir, Tdon’t know what Friends the Pre-
tender may make in the Kingdom, if we fhall continue our
Army ; but if we reduce that, Idare fay his Intereft would
exilt no where but among a few Madmen.’

Mr. Pelham.

Sir,

¢ The Gentlemen who have fpoke for the propofed Re-
duftion, have all along taken it for granted, that if our
Standing Army were removed, the Caufes of Difcontent,
which is allowed on all Hands to be very great amongft our
common People, would be removed likewife. But, Sir,
their Opinion cannot be fupported either by Reafon or Ex-
perience. Reafon tells us that a People who aredifcontented,
will prove rebellious as foon as the Government becomes too
weak to reftrain their Outrages : And we find, Sir, by Ex-
perience, that no Reduétion ever was attended by any Re-
turn of Gratitude on the Part of the common People. So
that, as Gentlemen have been ftating this Queftion in their
Manner, I fhall beg leave to ftate it in mine, And it is, Sir,

Whether
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Anne 11 Gea 1L Whether it be moft probable that his Majefty will abufe his
g Power, if we fhall keep up the Army ; or that his Enemies
will luy afide their Defigns, and the People return to a due
* Submiffion to the Civil Magiftrdte, incafe wereduceit? In-
deed I do not know what are the Sentiments of other Gen-
tlemen ; but I.own, Sir, ii is no hard Matter with me to de-
termine myfelf in this Cafe ; and, for this Reafon, to give

my Vote in favour of this Refolution.’

Waiter Plumer, Efq;
Sir,

Walter PlumenEf;  The Reafoning of the [Honourable Gentleman who {poke
laft, is not unlike that of a Phyfician who was called to vifit
an Acquaintance of mine. Two or three other Members
of the Faculty were called at the fame Time, and all of
them, except this Phyfician, agreed in their Confultations,
that the Nature of the Patient’s Difeafe required Lenitives:
'The Reafon which this fingular Do@or gave, for differing
from his Brethren, was, * That Corrofives were only to be
« cured by Corrofives.”” Sir, we have long had Corrofives
appiied, to correft the fharp Humours of a People whofe
Conttitution has been vitiated by a Courfe of fevere Exac-
tions and Taxes, without any apparent Advantage to the
Kingdom. And it was reafonable to expect, Sir, that by this
Time fome Eenitives fhould have been applied. Bat this, Sir,
it feems, 1s not agreeable to the Maxims of the honour-
able Gentleman, who laft Seffion entertained us with
the ever-memorable Speech, which he concluded by telling
us from & Roman Poet, Immedicabile wulnus enfe recidendum.
Iam afraid, that this, Sir, may indeed be the only Remedy
that can be applied, if we fhould proceed in exafperating the
Peaple, by not only continuing but increafing the principal
Grievance they have.’

Sir Jofeph Jekyl fpoke next, to the following Purpofe :
Sir,

air Jofeph Jekyl. ¢ I acknowledge that formerly I ufed to give my Vote for
keeping up a Standing.Army in Time of Peace, becaufe I
thought we could never ufe too many Precantions againft the
growing Power and the afpiring Genius of France.

¢ But the Providence of Heaven has raifed up another
Power in Europe, which feems by the Check fhe has already
given to the French Ambition, tobe an Over-match for her
in the Field : Gentlemen will eafily perceive that I mean
the Emprefs of Mufcovy, whofe Empire till within thefe few
Years had but a very {mall Share in the Ballance of Europe.
For this Reafon I think there is not the leaft Pretence, Sir,
for kee ping up a Standing Army on Account of the Situation
of Affairs Abroad ; that Pretence being effetually removed
by the fudden Growth of the Mufcovite Power, from whom

- we
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we have nothing to fear, either on account of their Situ- Awor Geo. 1L
ation or Intereft. So that, Sir, the Reafons why we are to L/QZ ~
keep the propofed Number up, muft be of a domeftick Na-
ture. And indeed, if I were convinced that they were of
the leaft Ufe in enabling the Civil Magiftrate to put the
Laws in Execution, I fhould give my Vote without Heft-
tation for the prefent Motion. But, Sir, when I fee the
People of all Ranks fo averfe to a Law which was the only
Means left by which the Legiflature céuld prevent a total
Degeneracy of their Morals, and the abfolute Ruin of their
Health ; when I fee they value themfelves upon murdering
the Perfons by whofe Information alone the Offenders againit
that Law can be convitted ; and when I fee that our regular
Forces have been of no Ufe in {upprefling thofe Diforders ;
Iam inclined to fufpe@, Sir, that the InteCtion has {pread
into the Army itfelf. I am the more apt to believe this,
Sir, becaufe I had it lately from good Hands; that many of
the Soldiers aétually were difguited among the Mob wha
mardered thefe poor Men, and were very inftrumental in
the Riots.  If this InfeQion fhould proceed farther, Sir, we
have Reafon to fear that our Army will foon be as obftinate-
ly difobedient tothe Civil Magiftrate«as our People are, and
this muft produce worfe Confequences than any Gentleman
has yet mentioned. It may be urged, that Soldiers being
fubjefted to the military Laws, dare not attempt to oppofe
the Will of their Superiors; but why fhould we expeét from
them a greater Deference to their Ofticers than from the
People to the Juftices, Andgive me leave to fay, Sir, that a
Mutiny of the Army is more dangerous than a Mob of the
People, for this plain Reafon, that the Punifhment which
attends the one is but light, when compared with what is in-
flited on the other. Ifone or two of the Ringleaders of a
Mob are made Examples, Sir, the Juftice of their Country
is fatisfied ; but the Martial Law infli€ts the Pain of Death
upon every Man who is concerned in a Mutiny. For this
Reafon, Soldiers once engaged in a Mutiny will be more ob-
_ftinate and refraCory than other People; becaufe, though
they fhould lay down their Arms, their Lives are forfeited ;
fo that their real Safety lies in perfevering in their Rebellion,
Therefore, I think it is againil the Rules of good Policy,Sir,
for us to keep up a Body of Men, who very probably are
tainted with that Spirit of Difobedience that has gone abroad
among( our People, and from whom there is nothing fo bad
bat what we have to fear, fhould this Spirit induce them to
throw off the Allegiance due to their Superiors.
¢ Thus far, Sir, I am of the fame Side of the Queftion
with my worthy Friend who fits over-againft me. But, 1
wifh the fame honourable Gentleman had explained fome
Yorv. I Expref-
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Ao 11 Geo. I Expreflions which he dropt with regard to the Law I have

1737-8,

Jolgph Danvers,

juft now taken the Liberty to mention. I am neither athamed
nor afraid to fay, that I had a great Hand in getting that
Law pafled ; and I think, though we had even paid the Sum
for i1, which the honourable Gentleman has mentioned, we
bought it cheap; for itwas paying 70,000 Pounds for infur-
ing the Healthand Strength of a whole People.  As for the
Inconveniences that may arife from the Execution of this
Law, I am fenfible there are feveral; but, Sir, I believe as
few as ever aitended the Execution of a Law, {o unpopular,
and at the fame Time fo neceflary. However, if the fur-
ther Confideration of that Law fhould come before us, as I
believe, Sir, it foon may, I fhall very willingly concur with
any Motion that can put us in 2 Way of making it lefs fub-
jet to Abufe. In the mean time I am of Opinion, Sir, that
it will greatly contribute to the Safety of our Conftitution,
and the Reformation of Manners amongft the common Peo-
.Ple, if we agree to the propofed Reduétiqn.’
Jofeph Danvers Efq; fpoke next, as follows:
Sir,

¢ We have had a great deal of Debate this Night about
the Conftitution and Government of this and other Nations ;
and there is no Queftion, Sir, but there are many different
ones in the World. But I believe the People of Great Bri-
tain are governed by a Power that never was heard of as a
fupreme Authority in any Age or Country before, This
Power, Sir, does not confift in the abfolute Will of the
Prince, in the Diretion of Parliament, in the Strength of
an Army, in the Influence of the Clergy ; peither, Sir, is it
a Petticoat Government ; but, Sir, itis the Government of
the Prefs. The Stuff which our weekly News Papers are
filled with, is received with greater Reverence than A&ts of
Parliament; and the Sentiments of one of thefe Scribblers
have more Weight with the Multitude than the Opinion of
the beft Politician in the Kingdom. This is the true Rea-
fon, Sir, why Prudence obliges us to agree to the keeping
up the Number of Forces that was firft propofed. For my
own Part, it is very well known that I hate a Standing Ar-
amy as I hate the Devil : But, hateful asitis, I do not know
how we could live without it. And if the propofed Reduc-
tion were to take Place, the firt Thing I thould do, would
be to fhut up Houfe in the Country, and come and live near
i¥uftice Deveil ; forI do not fee that any Man is fafe, unlefs

e lives either near him, or in a Barrack.

“ Some Gentlemen have been at great Pains to ridicule the
Fears of the Pretender as being chimerical ; but, Sir, I have
Letters in my Pocket, which muft convince every impartial
Perfon, that we have more to fear from the Jacobite F a&éon,

than

-~



C39)

than fome Gentlemen {eem to believe we have, ‘Therefore,
Sir, I fhall beg leaveto enter into the Particulars of an im-
pudent treafonable Proceeding, that happened within thefe
few Days within the Town of Leicefter. On the firft Day,
Sir, of this very Month, feveral Papers were found pofted
up within that T'ewn, containing the moft impudent and
treafonable Infults upon his Majefty and the Government,
that, I believe, were ever yet committed at a Time when
there was no open Rebellion in the Nation. They contained
nolefs, Sir, than an Alarmto the People, in favour of the
Pretender, and imported a Refolution of proclaiming him the
tenth of June; which, Sir, by the way, is his Birth-Day. After
an Infult of thisNature, Sir, commaitted in Defiance of the Go-
vernment, in a Country Town, will any Man fay that we have
nothing to fear from the Jacobite Faétion? Or canwe imagine
that the Authors of thefe treafonable Libels have no Abettors
in the Country ? They have, Sir, I am afraid, but too many,
and were our regular Forces to be reduced, I believe theywould
have more ftill ; and they would foon come from threatening
to atting. The Quettion, then, Sir,among the Populace,would
not be, Who is for the King, or who is for the Pretender ?
They would only ask,Who1s for, or whois againft the Go-
.vernment ? And every Man, Sir, who fhould aét againft
the Government, be his Motive, Ambition, Difguft, Dif-
appointment, Principle, Revenge, or any other Caufe what-
ever, fuch a Man, Sir, would be fure to have them for his
Friends ; for it is Recommendation enough to them, if he
is an Enemy to the Government, no Matter to whom he isa
Friend. Therefore, Sir, I think the Safety of the Nation,
at prefent, requires that we fhould make no Reduétion of
our Forces”’

Upon the Repost which was made by the Chairman of the
Committee next Day to the Houfe, the Eftimate for the Re-
giment to be fent to  Georgia was objeéted to, by fome Gen-
tlemen who fpoke in the foregoing Debate againft the Refo-
lution: Accordingly a Debate enfued. '

Colonel Mordaunt.

Sir,

¢ Iam furprifed to find that fome Gentlemen do not di-
fingnith between the Army now propofed tobe kept up, and
that Sort of Standing Armies which the Whigs in former
Reigns fpoke and wrote fo much againit. The Whigs, tis
true, have alwaysbeenagainft keeping up Standing Armies
in Time of Peace by the fole Authority of the King,and with-
out Confent of Parliament; but no Whig ever faid that it
was inconfiftent with, orthat it would be dangerous to our
Conftitution, to keep a few regular Troops in Pay for one
Year, in cafeghe Parliam;nt fhould upon mature Delibera-

' 2 tion
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Anno 11 &>~ 11 tion conclude, that fuch a Thing was neceffary, either for
L~~~ the fecaring the Peace and Quiet of the Nation againft the
fecret Defigns of foreign or domeftick Enemies, or for giv-

ing Weight to any foreign Negotiation our Government
might then have upon the Carpet. This, I fay, Sir, no Whig
ever oppofed ; and for this Reafon, the Words, ¢ unlefs it be
with Confent of Parliament,” were inferted in the Declara-
tion of our Rights and Liberties, which was prefented to the
then Prince and Princefs of Orange at the Revolution, and
which may properly be called the fecond Magna Charta of
this Nation.

¢ Ifthe Whigs of thofe Days had been of the fame Opi-
nion which fome Gentlemen feem now to be of ; if they
had thought that the keeping up an Army of any Kind, or
for any Time, was inconfifient with our Conftitution, that
Article in the Declaration would certainly have ftood thus :
¢ That the raifing or keeping a Standing Army within the
Kingdom, in Time of Peace, is againft Law > And I muft
leave to Gentlemen to confider, whether fuch a Declaration
would not have been in itfelf ridiculous ? For my' own Part,
I muft be of Opinion, that it would have been a little in-
confiftent with common Senfe to have declared, that an Ar.
my kept up by the Auathority, and with ‘the Confent of
King, Lords, and Commons, was an Army kept up againit
Law; for it would, in my Opinion, be the fame with de-
claring, that a Law agreed to by all the Branches of our Le-
giflature was againft Law. This, Sir, the Whigs of thofe
Days were fenfible of ; and if they were now alive, they
would be far from pretending to fay, that it was inconfiftent
with the Principles of a true Whig, to give his Vote for
keeping up, for one Year, by Authority of Parliament, fuch
a Number of regular T'roops, as he thought abfolutely ne-
ceffary for the publick Good of the Kingdom.

"¢ I have always gloried, Sir, in being thought a Whig ;
I hope 1fh:ll never, by my Behaviour, either in this Houfe,
or without Doors, give the leaft Occafion to the World to
think otherwife of me; and for this very Reafon I am for
keeping up an Army, becaufe I think the keeping up of an
Army abfolutely neceflary for fupporting the Whig Interett,
and preferving the Peace and Quiet of the People. In every
Difpute that has happened of late Years about our Army, I
have looked upon the Queftion to be chiefly, whether Whig
or Tory fhould prevail ? And as I have always thought, as, I
believe, every unprejudiced Whig in the Kingdom thinks, that
if the Armny thould be disbanded, or very much reduced, the
Tory Intereft would prevail; therefore I have generally
been againft fach Reduétions, and always fhall be extremely
cautious of agreeing to any fuch Propofition, Nay, I am

fo
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fo firmly “attached to the Whig Intereft, that if I fhould Amno i Ceo.lr.

think four T'imes the Number of Troops abfolutely neceflary
for fupporting that Intereft, I would%e for keeping up a
Standing Army four Times as numerous as that we have now
on Foot. '
¢ That thereare Difcontents among the People, Sir, and
that thofe Difcontents are too general, I fhall readily agree;
but whether they are owing to Difaffection, I fhall not pre-
tend to determine : I am fure they are not owing to Reafon ;
for there is no Country in the World where the Libertiesand
Properties of the Subjet are more facredly preferved, nor
are thereany Subjefts who pay lefs for the Eafe and Security
they enjoy, than the Subjeéts of this Kingdom ; but there
are fome Men who feem to think they ocught to pay nothing,
nor be at any Trouble, for preferving to themfelves the Blef-
fings of Peace and Security, To pleafe fuch Men, or to pre-
vent their being diffatisfied, is impoffible; for Government
muft always be expenfive: Some Men muft be employed for
managing and tranfaéting the Affairs of the Society, and
fome muft now and then expofe themfelves to Danger for
the Defence of the Society ; and it is both reafonable and ne-
ceflary, that thofe who {pend their whole Time, or a great
Partof their Time, in Government Affairs, as well as thefe
who venture their Lives for the Prefervation of others, fhould
be rewarded by thofe, who by their Means are enabled to
profecute their own private Affairs with Safety, and without
Interruption. 'There are other Men, and thofe not a few,
who are {o fond of Novelty and Change, that they are con-
tinually wifhing for publick Convulfions and Revolutions :
Such Men are of fo odd a Temper, that they become diffa-
tisfied with the Security they enjoy, and a long uninterrupted
Courfe of publick Happinefs renders them compleatly mife-
rable; and there are others, who never can be pleafed, un-
lefs they have the intire Dire€tion of all publick Affairs;
therefore when they are not employed, and chiefly employ-
ed, they are continually {preading virulent Libels, and fedi-
tious Pamphlets againft thofe that are, by which Means
many unwary Perfonsare caught, and are made to believe,
that the Nation is ruined "and undone, though every Man in
the Nation, who is tolerably frugal and induftrious, finds
himfelf in an eafy and thriving Condition. Thefe are three
of the Caufes of thofe Difcontents that prevail at prefent a-
mong the People ; and if to thefe we add downright Difaf-
feCtion, which I am afraid is much more general than fome
Gentlemen imagine, Ibelieve we may account for all our
Difcontents, without loading our Government with being
the Caufe of any of them, except thofe ef the fecond Sort I
have mentioned; for to the wifeand fieady Condutt Gof our
overn-
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Awo 11 Ceo. 11 Government, we muft attribute the long and uninterrupted

B publick Happinefs we have enjoyed, and confequently the

™ Diffaisfation of all thofe, who are fond of Noveltics. and
Changes,

But, Sir, let the Caufe of our'Difcontents be what it
will, they are fo general, that if it were not for our Army,
I a2m convinced our prefent Eftablilhment would be
in great Danger of being overturned ; I am convinced his
Majefty could not livein Safety in St. James’s Palace ; nay,
I doubt if our prefent Royal Family could remain three
Days in the Kingdom : Therefore, as 2 Standing Army is
at prefent abfolutely neceffary for preferving our happy
Eftablifhment, for the Security of our Royal Family, and
for defending his Majefty’s Perfon, no Gentleman, who has
a true Regard forany of the three, can be againft keeping
up a Standing Army by Authority of Parliament, at leaft
for this enfuing Year; and as Iam convinced, that a lefs
Number of regular Troops than we have at prefent, will
not be fufficient for thefe great Ends, I muft be againft the
Reduétion propofed, or any Reduétion that can be propofed
at prefent,

¢ I fay, Sir,Iamnow againf any Redution that can be
propofed; for tho’ I do not think we can now with Safety
make the leaft Redution of our Army, yet in a few Years,
perhaps next Seffion, I may be of a different Opinion. I
fhall always think that we ought neverto keepa greater
Number of Troops in Pay, than is abfolutely neceflary for
preferving the Peace and Trarquillity of the People ; but
my Way of thinking in this Refpect does not proceed from
any Apprehenfions I am under, that an Army kept up in
the fame Method of our prefent Army is, can ever be
of any dangerous Confequence to our Conftitution. No,
Sir, it proceeds entirely from the Expence, which neceffa-
rily attends the keeping up of a Standing Army; which
Expence the People muft be loaded with; and, I fhall never
be for loading the People with any greater Expence, than I
think abfolutely neceflary for their Prefervation. For this
Reafon, I hope we may foon have an Opportunity of
giving the People a little Eafe, by making a Reduétion in
our Army; becaufe I am of the fame Opinion with my
honourable Friend near me: I believe the Difaffeftion,
which I take to be the chief Caufe of our prefent Difcon-
tents, will diminith by Degrees, nay, I hope it will in a
few Years totally evanith; and if there were no confiderable
Difaffe@tion, nor any great Number of Jacobites in the
Kingdom, I am convinced 2 much {maller Number of
"T'roops than what we have now on Foot, would be fufficient
for kecping in Awe thofe Men, who are difcontented only
becaufe
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fond of Changes and Revolutions, as well as thofe who 173738,
are fo unreafonable as to expeét that their Lives, Liberties,
and Fortunes, thould be preferved, without their being ever
obliged to expofe themfelves to any Danger, or to put them-
felves to any Trouble or Expence, on that Account.

“ When the difaffeted Party becomes inconfiderable, I
fhall with Pleafure, Sir, give my Conient for making a
Redu&tion in our Army ; but ’till then I cannot agree to it;
and I muft fay, I can never fuppofe the difaffeted Party in-
confiderable, as long as I {ee the Difcontented numerous,
without an apparent Caufe for fuch a general Difcontent,
from fome notorious Oppreflions or' Malver{ations in our Ad-
miniftration ; for unlefs fome Caufe be evident, I thall
always believe that moft of thofe who appear difcontented,
are really difaffeted. As I muft look upon fuch a Difcontent
as incurable, I fhall always be for treating thofe that
are under it in the fame Way with Incurables of another
Sort, that is, by putting it out of their Power to do Mifchief ;
which can be done only by keeping vp a fufficient Number
of regular Troops.

¢ But even fuppofe, Sir, that the Difcontents of the
People proceeded from mnotorious Oppreflions or Malverfa-
tions in our Government: Surely, no Gentleman will fay
our Army ought to be reduced before thofe Difcontents are
removed in a proper and legal Way ; becaufe, by fo doing,
you would encourage your People to take Vengeance of
thofe that had injurcd them in a riotous and tumultuous
Manner, which is a Method of doing Juftice, that I am
fure ought not to be encouraged in any well regulated Society.
In fuch a Cafe, the only prudent Method we could take, is
that which is prefcribed to us by our happy Conftitution, I
mean that of a Parliamentary Enquiry ; and after you have
fatisfied your People by bringing the Guilty to condign Pu-
nifhment, in a legaland Parliamentary Method, you might
then with Safety venture to make a Reduétion of your Army.

¢ Thus, Sir, if there are fuch Difcontents in the Nation,
as the Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queftion feem to
think there are, let thofe Difcontents proceed from what
Caufe you will,the prefent muft appear to bea very improper
Seafon for making any Reduttion of your Army; and as to
the Charge of keeping up about 60oo Men for one Year
only, which is all the Difference. between us, tho” I fhall
grant it isa Charge the Nation ought not to be unneceffari-
ly loaded with, yet it is not fo great, as to make any con-
Kzicrable Addition to the publick Debts newly contraéled,
nor can it greatly prevent our being able to pay off the old ;

for the Difference as ta Expence, between maintaisning
18000
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18,000 Men,and maintaining 12,000 for one Year only,does
not exceed 216,000 /. which can make no very extraordinary
Figure in the publick Accounts of this Nation, and muft be
looked on as a Sum moft wifely and frugally expended, be-
caufe the Nation is thereby infured againit the vaft Expence,
as well as Danger, the Naion would be put to, by an Infur-
retion or Invafion, which might probably be the Confe-
quence of any prefent Reduttion of our Army

But fuppofe, Sir, there were no Difcontents or Difaffec-
tion among ou®People, fuppofe we were in no poflible
Danger of any Infurreftion or Invafion; yet confidering
the prefent State of our foreign Affairs, confidering the
Pprecarious State of the Peace now fubfiiting between Spain
and us, and the many Grounds of Quarrel we have with that
Nation, I muft think it would be very imprudent in us,
at prefent, to make any Reduction of our regular T'roops ;
for the Regard a Nation meets with in all foreign Negotia-
zions,very much depends upon the Opinion Foreigners have of
her Power ; and that Opinion now depends chiefly upon the
Number of regular Troops fhe has in her Pay. None of
our Neighbours put any Truft in their own Militia, and
therefore it cannot be fupofed they have any Regard for ours,
or that they would fhew us any Refpe@ on Account of our
Militia were it ina much better Condition than it is in at
prefent, or were it in as good a Condition as any Militiacan
be put in,For this Reafon,to the End that this Nation may have
its due Weight in all foreign Negotiations, we ought always to
keep upa good Body of regular Troops; and particularly at pre-
fent, if we have a Mind to obtain any Redrefs from Spain, we
ought not to reduce any Part of our Army ; for that Redrefs
muft be obtained either by Negotiation or by Force of Arms :
1f we propofe to obtain it by Negotigtion, a Reduction of
our Army would diminith the Weight of any Negotiation,
we can carry on for that Purpofe 5 and if we propofe, or
fhould be obliged, to make Ufeof Force for obtaining it,
we muft rather add to than diminifh our Army. From all
which I muft conclude, that at prefent it would be highly

_imprudent in us to make any Reduttion, efpecially fucha

confiderable Reduétion as is now propofed.

ThSc' Right Hon. Lord *Polwarth fpoke to this Effe&; viz.

Ir,

¢ I am forry to find the Opinions of our Whig Anceftors,
about Standing Armies, fo much miftaken as they feem to
be by fome Gentlemen who have fpoke in this Debate ; for
with Refpe& to the Effets or Confequences of a Standing
Arny, it will appear that our Anceflors thought there was

$Since Earl of Marchmont, a Scotifb Pecr,
no
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no Difference, between a Standing Army kept up without Anso

the Authority of a Parliament, and a Standing Army, or a
Land Force, as the Courtiers affeCted to call it, kept up
fromYear toYear by the Authority of Parliament.I fhall grant,
that before the Revolation all our Difputes about Standing
Armies; related to fuchas were kept up by the {ole Autho-
rity of the King, and without Confent of Parliament: For
before that Time no Whig fuppofed that a free Parliament
would ever give their Confent to the keeping yp of a Standing
Army