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T O

C(c H A R L E § 1.

K I N G

GREAT BRITAIN,

And the Dominions thereunto belonging:

ROBERT BARCLATY,

A Servant of Jesus CuRrisT, called of Gop to the Difpen-
Jatwn of the Golpel now again revealed, and, after a long
and dark Night of Apoftaly, commanded to be preached to
all Nations, wifheth Health and Salvation.

S the Condition of Kings and Princes puts Them in

a Station more obvious to the View and Obfervation

of the World than that of other Men, of whom, as

Cicero obferves, neither any Word or Adion can be ob-
fcure ; {o are thofe Kings, during whofe Appearance upon
the Stage of this World it pleafeth the GreaTt King of
Kings fingularly to make known unto Men the wonderful
ae Steps
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Steps of His unfearchable Providence, more fignally obferved,
and their Lives and Actions more diligently remarked, and
enquired into by Pofterity ; efpecially if thofe Things be
fuch as not only relate to the outward Tranfactions of this
World, but alfo are fignalized by the Manifeftation or Re-
velation of the Knowledge of God in Matters {piritual and
religious. Thefe are the Things that rendred the Lives of
Cyrus, Auguftus Cefar, and Conflantine the Great, in former
Times, and of Charles the Fifth, and fome other modern
Princes in thefe laft Ages, fo confiderable.

But among all the Tranfadtions which it hath pleafed
God to permit, for the Glory of His Power, and the Ma-
nifeftation of His Wifdom and Providence, no Age fur-
nifheth us with Things fo flrange and marvellous, whe-
ther with Refpect to Matters civil or religious, as thefe
that have fallen out within the Compafs of Thy Time;
who, though Thou be not yet arrived at the Fiftieth Year
of thy Age, halt yet been a Witnefs of ftranger Things
than many Ages before produced. So that whether we re-
{pect thofe various Troubles wherein Thou foundeft Thy-
felf engaged while {carce got out of Thy Infancy; the
many different Afflitions, wherewith Men of Thy Cir-
cumitances are often unacquainted ; the ftrange and un-
paralleled Fortune that befel Thy Father; Thy own nar-
row Efcape, and Banifhment following thereupon, with
the great Improbability of Thy ever returning, at leaft
without very much Pains and tedious Combatings; or
finally, the Incapacity Thou wert under to accomplifh
fuch a Defign; confidering the Strength of thofe that had
poflefled themfelves of Thy Throne, and the Terror they
had inflicted upon foreign States; and yet that, after all
this, Thou fhouldelt be reftored without Stroke of Sword,

the
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the Help or Affiftance of foreign States, or the Contrivance
and Work of human Policy; all thefe do quiCICntly de-
clare that it is the Lom’s Doing, which, as it is marvellous
in our Eyes, fo it will juftly be a Matter of Wonder and
Aftonifhment to Generations to come; and may f{ufficiently
ferve, if rightly obferved, to confute and confound that
Atheifm wherewith this- Age doth fo much abound.

As the Vindication of the Liberty of Confcience (whicke
Thy Father, by giving Way to the importunate Clamours
of the Clergy, the Anfwering and Fulfilling of whofe un-
righteous Wills has often proved hurtful and pernicious
to Princes, fought in fome Part to reftrain) was a great
Occafion of thofe Troubles and Revolutions; {o the Pre-
tence of Confcience was that which carried it on, and
brought it to that Pitch it came to. And though no
Doubt fome that were engaged in that Work defigned
good Things, at leaft in the Beginning, albeit always
wrong in the Manner they took to accomplifh it, viz. by
carnal Weapons ; yet fo foon as they had tafted the
Sweets of the Pofleflions of them they had turned out, they
quickly began to do thofe Things themfelves for which
they had accufed others. For their Hands were found full
of Oppreflion, and they hated the Reproof of Inftruction, which
. 15 the Way of Life; and they evilly intreated the Meflengers
of the Lord, and caufed his Prophets to be beaten and im-
prifoned, and perfecuted his People, whom he had called
and gathered out from among them, whom he had made to
beat their Swords into Plow-fhares, and thewr Spears into Pruning-
hooks, and not to learn carnal War any more: But he raifed
them up, and armed them with /piritual Weapons, even with
his own Spirit and Power, whereby they teftified in the
Streets and High-ways, and publick Markets and Syna-

gogues,
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gogues, againft the Pride, Vanity, Lufts, and Hypocrify of that

Generation, who were righteous in their own Eyes; though
often cruelly intreated therefore: And they faithfully pro-
phefied and foretold them of their Judgment and Down-
fal, which came upon them; as by feveral Warnings and
Epiftles, delivered to Okver and Richard Cromwell, the Parlia-
ment, and other then Powers, yet upon Record, doth appear.

And after it pleafed God to reftore Thee, what Oppref-
fions, what Banifhments, and evil Intreatings they have
met with, by Men pretending Thy Authority, and cloak-
ing their Mifchief with Thy Name, is known to moft Men
in this Ifland; efpecially in England, where there is {carce
a Prifon that hath not been filled with them, nor a Judge
before whom they have not been haled ; though they could never
yet be found guilty of any Thing that might deferve that Ufage.
Therefore the Senfe of their Innocency did no Doubt greatly
contribute to move thee, three Years ago, to caufle fome
Hundreds of them to be fet at Liberty: For indeed their
Sufferings are fingular, and obvioufly diftinguifhable from
all the reft of {uch as live under Thee in thefe two Refpeés.

Firlt, In that among all the Plots contrived by others againft
Thee, fince Thy Return into Britain, there was never any, owned
of that People, found or known fto be guilty, (though many of
them have been taken and imprifoned upon fuch Kind of
Jealoulies) but were always found innocent and harmlefs, as be-
came the Followers of Chrilt not coveting after, nor contending

Jor the Kingdoms of this World, but fubjeét to every Ordinance of
Man, for Confcience Sake. «

Secondly, In that in the hotteft Times of Perfecution, and the
moft violent Profecution of thofe Laws made againft Meetings, be-

ng
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ing clothed with Innocency, they have boldly flood to their
T eftimony for God, without creeping into Holes or Corners, or once
hiding themfelves, as all other Diffenters have done; but daiy
met, according to their Cuftom, in the publick Places appointed for
that End; fo that none of Thy Officers can fay of them,
That they have furprized them in a Corner, overtaken them in a pri-
vate Conventicle, or catched them lurking in their fecret Chambers; nor
needed they to fend out Spies to get them, whom they were fure daily
to find in their open Affemblies, teftifying jfor God and His Truth.

By which thofe who have an Eye to fee, may obferve
their Chriftian Patience and Courage, Conftancy and
Suffering joined in one, more. than in any other People
that differ from them, or oppofe them. And yet, in the
midft of thofe Troubles, Thou canft bear Witnefs, that as
on the one Part, they never fought to detract from Thee,
or to render Thee and Thy Government odious to the
People, by namelefs and fcandalous Pamphlets and Li-
bels; fo on the other Hand they have not fpared to ad-
monifh, exhort, and reprove Thee; and have faithfully
difcharged their Confciences towards Thee, without flat-
tering Words, as ever the true Prophets in ancient Times
ufed to do to thofe Kings and Princes, under whofe Power
Violence and Oppreflion was acted.

And although it is evident by Experience to be moft
agreeable both to divine Truth, and human Policy, to al-
low every one to {erve God according to their Confciences ;
neverthelels thofe other Sefts, who for the moft Part
durft not peep out in the Times of Perfecution, while thefe
innocent People ftood bold and faithful, do now combine
in a joint Confederacy, notwithftanding all the former Jang-
lings and Contentions among themlielves, to render us

odious ;
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odious ; feeking unjuftly to wreft our Doctrine and Words,
as if they were both inconfiftent with Chriftianity and civil
Society; fo that to effectuate this their Work of Malice
againft us, they have not been alhamed to take the Help,
and commend the Labours, of fome invidious Socznians againft
us. So do Herod and Pontius Pilate agree to crucify Chrift.

But our Practice, known to Thee by good Experience
to be more confiftent with Chriftianity and civil Society,
and the Peace and Welfare of this Ifland, than that of thofe
who thus accufe us, doth fufficiently guard us againft this
Calumny ; and we may indeed appeal to the Teftimony of Thy
Conlcience, as a Witnels for us in the Face of the Nations.

Thefe Things moved me to prefent the World with a
brief, but true Account of this People’s Principles, in fome
fhort Theological Propofitions ; which, according to the Will of
God, proving fuccefsful, beyond my Expectation, to the
Satisfaction of feveral, and to the exciting in many a Defire'
of being farther informed concerning us, as being every
where evil fpoken of; and likewife meeting with publick
Oppolfition by fome, as fuch will always do, fo long as the
Devil rules in the Children of Difobedience; 1 was thereby far-
ther engaged, in the Liberty of the Lord, to prefent to
the World this 4pology of the Truth held by thofe People :
Which, becaufe of Thy Intereftin them, and theirs in Thee, -
as having firlt appeared, and molftly increafed, in thefe Na-
tions under Thy Rule, I make bold to prefent unto Thee.

Thou knoweft, and ‘haft experienced #heir Faithfulnefs to-
wards thewr God, thewr Patience in Suffering, their Peaceablenefs
towards the King, their Hongfly, Plainnefs and Integrity in ther

Jaithful
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Sfaithful Warnings and Teflimonies to Thee; and if Thou wilt
allow Thyfelf fo much Time as to read this, Thou mayeft
find how confonant their Principles are both to Scripture, Truth,
and right Reafon. 'The Simplicity of their Behaviour, the
Generality of their Condition, as being poor Men and il-
literate; the Manner of their Procedure, being without
the Wifldom and Policy of this World, hath made many
conclude them Fools and Mad-men, and negle& them, as
not being capable of Reafon. But though it be to them
as their Crown, thus to be efteemed of the Wife, the
Great, and Learned of this World, and tho’ they rejoice to
be accounted Fools for Chrift’s Sake ; yct of late fome, even
fuch who in the World’s Account are efteemed both Wife
and Learned, begin to judge otherwife of them, and find,
that they hold forth Things very agreeable both to.Scrip-

ture, Reafon, and true Learning.

As it is inconfiftent with the Truth I Bear, fo it is far
from me to ufe this Epiftle as an Engine to ﬂatz‘er Thee, the
ufual Defign of fuch Works; and therefore I can neither
Dedicate it to Thee, nor crave Thy Patronage, as if thereby
I might have more Confidence to prefent it to the World,
or be more hopeful of its Succefs. To God alone I owe
what I have, and that more immediately in Matters {piri-
tual ; and therefore to Him alone, and to the Service of
His Truth, I dedicate whatever Work He brings forth in
me; to whom only the Praife and Honour appertain,
whofe Truth needs not the Patronage of worldly Princes ;
His Arm and Power being that alone by which it is pro-
pagated, eftablifhed and confirmed. But I found it upon
my Spirit to take Occafion to prefent this Book unto Thee ;
that as Thou haft been often warned by feveral of that Peo-
ple, who are Inhabitants of England; fo Thou may’lt not

b want
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want a feafonable Advertifement from a Member of Thy
ancient Kingdom of Scotland ; and that Thou may'ft know,
which I hope Thou wilt have no Reafon to be troubled at,
that God is raifing up and increafing that People in this
Nation. And the Nations fhall alfo hereby know, that the
Truth we profefs is not a Work of Darknefs, nor propa-
gated by Stealth; and that we are not atlhamed of the Go/-
pel of Chrift, becaufe we know it to be the Power of God unto
Salvation ; and that we are no Ways fo inconfiftent with
Government, nor fuch Difturbers of the Peace, as our
Enemies, by traducing us, have fought to make the World
believe we are: For which to Thee I dare appeal, as a Wit-
nefs of our Peaceablenefs and Chriftian Patience.

Generations to come fhall not more admire that fingular
Step of Divine Providence, in Reftoring Thee to Thy
Throne, without outward Bloodfhed, than they fhall admire
the Increafe and Progrefs of this Truth, without all outward
Help, and againft {o great Oppofition ; which fhall be none
of the leaft Things rendering Thy Memory remarkable. God
hath done great Things for Thee; He hath fufficiently fhewn
Thee, that it is by Him Princes rule, and that He can pull
down and fet up at His Pleafure. He hath often faithfully
warned Thee by His Servants, fince He reftored Thee to
Thy Royal Dignity, that Thy Heart might not wax wanton
againft Him, to forget His Mercies and Providences towards
Thee; whereby He might permit Thee to be foothed up,
and lulled afleep in Thy Sins, by the Flattering of Court-
parafites, who, by their Fawning, are the Ruin of many Princes.

There is no King in the World, who can fo experimen-
tally teftify of God’s Providence and Goodnefs; neither is
there any, who rules fo many free People, fo many true

Chriftians:
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Chriftians: Which Thing renders Thy Government more
Honourable, Thyfelf more Confiderable, than the Acceffion
of many Nations, filled with {flavifh and fuperftitious Souls.

Thou haft tafted of Profperity and Adverfity; Thou
knoweft what it is to be banithed Thy native Country,
to be over-ruled, as well as to rule, and fit upon the
Throne; and being oppreffed, Thou haft Reafon to know
how kateful the Oppreffor is both to God and Man: If after
all thefe Warnings and Advertifements, Thou doft not turn
unto the Lord with all Thy Heart, but forget Him, who re-
membered Thee in Thy Diftrefs, and give up Thyfelf to fol-
low Luft and Vanity; furely great will be Thy Condemnation.

Againft which Snare, as well as the Temptation of thofe,
that may or do feed Thee, and prompt Thee to Evil, the
moft excellent and prevalent Remedy will be, to apply
Thyfelf to that Light of Chriff, which fhineth in Thy Confcience,
which neither can, nor will flatter Thee, nor {uffer Thee
to be at Eafe in Thy Sins; but doth and will deal plainly
and faithfully with Thee, as thofe that are Followers there-
of have alfo done.

GOD Almighty, who hath fo fignally hitherto vifited Thee with
His Love, fo touch and reack Thy Heart, ere the Day of Thy
Vifitation be expired, that Thou mayeft effectually Turn to Him,
Jo as to improve Thy Place and Station for His Name. So
wifheth, fo prayeth,

Thy Faithful Friend and Subje&,

RosERT BARCLAY.

From Ury, in my native Gountry of Scotland, the
25th of the Month called November, in the Year
MDCLXXYV.
‘ b2 | R. B.



R. B. Unto the Friendly Reader wifheth Salvation.

F ORASMUCH as that, which above all Things I propofe to myfelf, is to
declare and defend the Truth ; for the Service whereof I have given up
and devoted myfelf, and all that is mine; therefore there is nothing which for
its Sake (by the Help and Affiflance of God) I may not attempt. And in this
Confidence, I did fometime ago publyh certain Propofitions of Divinaty, compre-
hending briefly the chief Principles and Doélrines of Truth; whick appearing
not unprofitable to fome, and being beyond my Expellation well received
by many, though alfo oppofed by fome envious Ones, did Jo far prevail, as in
Jome Part to remove that falfe and monfirous Opinion, which lying Fame, and
the Malice of our Adverfaries, had implanted in the Minds of Jome, concern-
ing us and our Doclrines.
v In this Refpect it feemed to me not fit to [pare my Pains and Labour; and
therefore, being actuated by the fame Divine Spirit, and the like Intention of
propagating the Truth, by which I publifhed the Propofitions themfelves, I
Judged it meet to explain them Jomewhat more largely at this Time, and defend
them by certain Arguments.

Perhaps my Method of Writing may feem not only different, but even con-
trary, to that which is commonly ufed by the Men called Divines, with which
I am not concerned: Inafmuch asI confefs myfelf to be not only no Imitator and
Admirer of the School-men, but an Oppofer and Defpifer of them as fuch,
by whofe Labour I judge the Chriftian Religion to be fo far from being bet-
lered, that it is rather deftroyed.  Neither have I Jought to accommodate this
my Work to itching Ears, who defire rather to comprehend in their Heads the
Jublime Notions of Truth, than to embrace it in their Hearts: For what I have
wrilten comes more from my Heart than from my Head; what I have heard
with the Ears of my Soul, and feen with my inward Eyes, and my Hands have
handled of the Word of Life, and what hath been twardly manifefled to me
of the Things of God, that do I declare; not Jo much regarding the Eloquence
and Excellency of Speech, as defiring to demonfirate the Efficacy and Operation
of Truth; and if I err fometimes in the former, it is no great Matter ; Sor I
act not here the Grammarian, or the Orator, but the Chriftian ; and
therefore in this I have followed the certain Rule of the Divine Light, and
of the Holy Scriptures.

And to make an End; What I have wrillen, is written not to feed the
Wifdom and Knowledge, or rather vain Pride of this World, but fo
Sarve and oppofe it, as the little Preface prefixed to the Propofitions doth
Shew ; which, with the Title of them, s as followeth.

To
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TO THE

C L E R G Y,

OF WHAT SORT SOEVER,
Unto whofe Hands thefe may come ;

Butr MORE PARTICULARLY

To the DocTors, PROFEssORs, and STUDENTSs of Divinity, in the
Univerfities and Schools of Great Britain, whether Prelatical,
Prefbyterian, or any other;

ROBERT BARCLAY,

A Servant of the Lorp Gop, and one of thofe who in Derifion are called Quakers,
wifheth unfeigned Repentance, unto the Acknowledgment of the Truth.

FRIENDS,

UN T O You thefe following Propofitions are offered ; in which, they being
read and confidered in the Fear of the Lord, you may perceive that fimple,
naked Truth, which Man by his Wifdom hath rendered fo obfcure and myfle-
rious, that the World is even burthened with the great and voluminous Trac-
tates which are made about it, and by thewr vain fangling and Commentaries,
by which it is rendered a Hundred-fold more dark and intricate than of ifelf
it is: Whch great Learning (fo accounted of) to wit, your Sechool-divinity
(which taketh up almoft a Man’s whole Life-time to learn) brings not a Whit
nearer to God, neither makes any Man lefs wicked, or more righteous than he
was.  Therefore hath God laid afide the Wife and Learned, and the Difputers
of this World; and hath chofen a few defpicable and unlearned Inflruments
(as to Letter-learning) as he did Fifhermen of old, to publih his pure and
naked Truth, and to free it of thofe Mifts and Fogs wherewith the Clergy
hath clouded it, that the People might admire and maintain them. And
among [everal others, whom God hath chofen to make known thefe Things (fee-
ing I alfo have recewed, in Meafure, Grace to be a Difpenfer of the Jame
Gofpel) it Jeemed good unto me, according to my Duty, to offer unto you thefe
Propofitions ; which though fhort, yet are weighty, comprehending much,
and declaring what the true Ground of Knowledge is, even of that Knowledge
which leads to Life Eternal; which is here witnefed of, and the Teflimony
thereof left unto the Light of Chrift in all your Confciences.
Farewel.

R. B.
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The Firft Propofition.

Concerning the true FounpATioN of KNOWLEDGE.

S EEING the Height of all Happinefs is placed in the true Know-
ledge of God (This is Life eternal, to know thee the only true God,
and Fefus Chrift whom thou haft fent) the true and right underftanding
of this Foundation and Ground of Knowledge is that which is moft
neceflary to be known and believed in the firft Place.

The Second Propofition.

Concerning IMMEDIATE REVELATION,

EEING no Man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son
revealeth him; and feeing the Revelation of the Son is in and by the
Spirit ; therefore the Teftimony of the Spirit is that alone by which
the true Knowledge of God hath been, is, and can be only revealed ;
who as, by the moving of his own Spirit, he converted the Chaos of
this World into that wonderful Order wherein it was in the Begin-
ning, and created Man a living Soul, to rule and govern it, {fo by
the Revelation of the fame Spirit he hath manifefted himfelf all
along unto the Sons of Men, both Patriarchs, Prophets and Apof-
tles; which Revelations of God by the Spirit, whether by outward
Voices and Appearances, Dreams, or inward oljective Manifeflations in
the Heart, were of old the formal Objeét of their Faith, and remain yet
foto be; fince the Object of the Saints Faith is the fame in all Ages, though
{et forth under divers Adminifirations. Moreover, thefe divine in-
ward Revelations, which we make abfolutely neceflary for the build-
ing up of true Faith, neither do nor can ever contradi&t the outward
Teltimony of the Scriptures, or right and found Reafon. Yet from
hence 'it will not follow, that thefe divine Revelations are to be
{ubjeéted to the Examination, either of the outward Teflimony of

the
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the Scriptures, or of the natural Reafon of Man, as to a more noble
or certain Rule or Touchftone : For this divine Revelation, and in-
ward Illumination, is that which is evident and clear of itfelf;
forcing, by its own Evidence and Clearnefs, the well-difpofed Un-
derflanding to aflent, irrefiftibly moving the fame thereunto; even
as the common Principles of natural Zruths move and incline the
Mind to a natural Aflent: As, That the Whole is greater than its Part;
That two contradiclory Sayings cannot be both true, nor both falfe : Which
is alfo manifeft, according to our Adverfaries Principle, who (fup-
pofing the Poflibility of inward divine Revelations) will neverthelefs
confefs with us, that neither Scripture nor found Reafon will con-
tradict it: And yet it will not follow, according to them, that the
Scripture, or found Reafon, fhould be fubjeted to the Examination:
of the divine Revelations in the Heart.

The Third Propofition.

Concerning the ScRIPTURES.

ROM thefe Revelations of the Spirit of God to the Saints, have
[ proceeded the Scriptures of Truth, which contain, 1. A faithful
hiftorical Account of the Altings of God's People in divers Ages,

with many fingular and remarkable Providences attending them.

2. A prophetical Account of feveral Things, whereof fome are al-
ready paft, and fome yet to come. 3. A full and ample Account
of all the chief Principles of the Do&trine of Chrift, held forth in
divers precious Declarations, Exhortations and Sentences, which,
by the moving of God’s Spirit, were at feveral Times, and upon
fundry Occafions, fpoken and written unto fome Churches and their
Paftors: Neverthelefs, becaufe they are only a Declaration of the
Fountain, and not the Fountain itfelf, therefore they are not to be
efteemed the principal Ground of all Truth and Knowledge, nor yet
the adequate primary Rule of Faith and Manners. Neverthelefs, as that

which giveth a true and faithful Teftimony of the firft Foundation,
they
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they are and may be elteemed a jfecondary Rule, Jubordinate to the
Spirit, from which they have all their Excellency and Certainty ;. for
as by the inward Teflimony of the Spirit we do alone truly know
them, fo they teftify, that the Spirit is that Guide by which " the
Saints are led into all Truth: Therefore, according to the Scriptures,
the Spirit is the firft and principal Leader. And feeing we do there-
fore receive and believe the Scriptures, becaufe they proceeded from
the Spirit; therefore alfo the Spirit is more originally and princi-
pally the Rule, according to that received Maxim in the Schools,
Propter quod unumguodque eff tale, illud ipfum ¢ft magis tale. Englifhed
thus: That for which a Thing is fuch, that Thing dtfelf is more fuch. |

The Fourth Propofition.

Concerning the Condition of Man in the FarL.

L L Adam’s Pofterity (or Mankind) both Fews and Gentiles, as to

the firlt 4dam or earthly Man is fallen, degenerated, and dead,
deprived of the Senfation or Feeling of this inward Teftimony or
Seed of God, and is fubjet unto the Power, Nature, and Seed of the
Serpent, which he fows in Men's Hearts, while they abide in this
natural and corrupted State; from whence it comes, that not their
Words and Deeds only, but all their Imaginations are evil perpetu-
ally in the Sight of God, as proceeding from this depraved and
wicked Seed. Man therefore, as he is in this State, can know no-
thing aright; yea, his Thoughts and Conceptions concerning God
and Things {piritual, until he be disjoined from this evil Seed, and
united to the Dwine Light, are unprofitable both to himfelf and
others: Hence are rejelted the Socinian and Pelagian Errors, in ex-
alting a natural Light; as alfo of the Papifls, and moft Proteftants,
who affirm, That Man, without the true Grace of God, may be a true Mi-
nifter of the Gofpel. Neverthelefs, this Seed is not imputed to Infants,
until by Tranfgreflion they actually join themfelves therewith; for

they
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they are by Nature the Children of Wrath, who walk according to
the Power of the Prince of the Air.

The Fifth and Sixth Propofitions.

Concerning the Univerfal Redemption by Chrift, and alfo
the Saving and Spiritual Light, wherewith every Man is
enlightened.

The Fifth Propofition.

G O D, out of his infinite Love, who delighteth not in the Death of aEZek49’ 8623-
Sinner, but that all fhould live and be faved, hath [o loved the World, John 3 16.

that ke hath given his only Son a Light, that whofoever believeth in him fhould %t . 11

be faved ; who enlighteneth every Man that cometh into the World, and maketh EI;{;. e

manifeft all Things that are reproveable, and teacheth all Temperance, Righ-

teounefs, and Godlinefs: And this Light enlighteneth the Hearts of all

in a Day *, in order to Salvation, if not refifted: Nor is it lefs uni-

verfal than the Seed of Sin; being the Purchafe of his Death, who

tafted Death for every Man; for as in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift /hall I Cor 13

all be made alie.

The Sixth Propofition.

CCORDING to which Principle (or Hypothefis) all the Ob-

jetions againft the Univerfality of Chrift's Death are eafily
{olved ; neither is it needful to recur to the Miniftry of Angels, and
thofe other miraculous Means, which, they fay, God makes ufe of,
to manifefl the Do&trine and Hiftory of Chrift's Paflion, unto fuch
who (living in thofe Places of the World where the outward Preach-
ing of the Gofpel is unknown) have well improved the firt and
common Grace; for hence it well follows, that as fome of the old
Philofophers might have been faved, fo alfo may now fome (who by

* Pro Tempore, for a Time,

C Providence
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Providence are caft into thofe remote Parts of the World, where
the Knowledge of the Hiftory is wanting) be made Partakers of the
1 Cor. 12.7. Divine Myftery, if they receive and refift not that Grace, a Mani-
feflation whereof is given to every Man to profit withal. This certain Doc-
trine then being received (/o wit) that there is- an Evangelical and
Saving Light and Grace in all, the Univerfality of the Love and
Mercy of God towards Mankind (both in the Death of his be-
loved Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, and in the Manifeftation of the
Light in the Heart) is eftablifhed and confirmed againfi all the Ob-
Heb. 2. 9. jections of fuch as deny it. 'Therefore Chrift hath tafed Death for every
Man; not only for all Kinds of Men, as fome vainly talk, but for
every one, of all Kinds; the Benefit of whofe Offering is not only ex-
tended to fuch, who have the diftinét outward Knowledge of his
Death and Sufferings, as the fame is declared in the Scriptures, but
even unto thofe who are neceflarily excluded from the Benefit of
this Knowledge by fome inevitable Accident; which Knowledge we
willingly confefs to be very profitable and comfortable, but not ab-
folutely needful unto fuch, from whom God himfelf hath with-held
it ; yet they may be made Partakers of the Myftery of his Death
(though ignorant of the Hiftory) if they fuffer his Seed and Light
(enlightening their Hearts) to take Place (in which Light, Commu-
nion with the Father and Son is.enjoyed) fo as of wicked Men to
become holy, and Lovers of that Power, by whofe inward and fecret
Touches they feel them{elves turned from the Evil to the Good, and
learn to do to others as they would be done by; in which Chrift himfelf
affirms all to be included. As they then have falfly and erroneoufly
taught, who have denied Chrift to have died for all Men; f{o neither
have they fufficiently taught the Truth, who affirming him to have
died for all, have added the abfolute Neceffity of the outward Know-
ledge thereof, in order to the obtaining its faving Effe®t; among
whom the Remonftranis of Holland have been chiefly wanting, and
many other Affertors of Univerfal Redemption, in that they have not
placed the Extent of this Salvation in that Divine and Evangelical

Principle
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Principle of Light and Life, wherewith Chrift hath enlightened every
Man that comes into the World, which is excellently and evidently
held forth in thefe Scriptures, Gen. vi. 3. Deut. xxx. 14. Fohn i. 7,
8, 9. Rom. x. 8. Tit. ii. 11.

The Seventh Propolfition.

Concerning JUSTIFICATIO N.

AS many as refift not this Light, but receive the fame, in them

is produced an holy, pure, and fpiritual Birth, bringing forth
Holinefs, Righteoufnefs, Purity, and all thefe other blefled Fruits
which are acceptable to God; by which Holy Birth (to wit, Fefus

Chrift formed within us, and working his Works in us) as we are
fandtified, fo are we juftified in the Sight of God, according to the
Apofile’s Words, But ye are wafhed, but ye are fanclified, but ye are jufti- 1 Cor. 6. 11.
Jied, in the Name of the Lord Fefus, and by the Spirit of our God. There-

fore it is not by our Works wrought in our Will, nor yet by good
Works, confidered as of themfelves, but by Chrift, who is both the

Gift and the Giver, and the Caufe producing the Effedts in us;

who, as he hath reconciled us while we were Enemies, doth alfo in

his Wifdom fave us, and juflify us after this Manner, as faith the

fame Apofile elfewhere, According to his Mercy he faved us, by the wafh-Tit. 3. 5.
ing of Regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghofl.

The Eighth Propofition.

Concerning PERFECTION.

N whom this holy and pure Birth is fully brought forth, the Rom. 6. 14.
Body of Death and Sin comes to be crucified and removed, and ﬁ' zf 2s
their Hearts united and f{ubjected unto the Truth, fo as not to obey *Jobn 3. &.
any Suggeflion or Temptation of the Evil One, but to be free from
actual finning, and tranfgrefling of the Law of God, and in that Re-

fpe&t perfect. Yet doth this PerfeCtion fiill admit of a Growth; and
c2 there
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there remaineth a Poflibility of finning, where the Mind doth not
molt diligently and watchfully attend unto the Lord.

The Ninth Propofition.

Concerning PERsEVER ANCE, and the Poflibility of
FALLiNGg from GRrR A CE.

LTHOUGH this Gift, and inward Grace of God, be f{uffi-
cient to work out Salvation, yet in thofe in whom it is re-

~ {ifted it both may and doth become their Condemnation. Moreover,

1 Tim. 1. 6.

Heb. 6. 4,
55 6.

in whom it hath wrought in Part, to purify and fandlify them, in
order to their further Perfection, by Difobedience fuch may fall from
it, and turn it to Wantonnefs, making Shipwreck of Faith; and affer
having tafled of the Heavenly Gift, and been made Partakers of the Holy
Ghoft, again fall away. Yet fuch an Increafe.and Stability in the
Truth may in this Life be attained, from which there cannot be a
total Apoftafy.

The Tenth Propofition.

Concerning the MiIN1sTRY.

S by this Gift, or Light of God, all true Knowledge in Things
Spiritual is received and revealed; fo by the fame, as it is
manifefted and received in the Heart, by the Strength and Power
thereof, every true Minifter of the Gofpel is ordained, prepared and
fupplied in the Work of the Minifiry: And by the leading, moving.
and drawing hereof, ought every Evangelit and Chriftian Paftor to
be led and ordered in his Labour and Work of the Gofpel, both as
to the Place where, as to the Perfons to whom, and as to the Times
when he is to minifter. Moreover, thofe who have this Authority
may and ought to preach the Gofpel, though without human Com-
miffion or Literature; as on the other Hand, thofe who want the
Authority of this' Divine Gift, however learned or authorized by the
Commiflions
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Commiflions of Men and Churches, are to be efteemed but as De-

ceivers, and not true Miniflers of the Gofpel.  Alfo, who have received

this holy and unfpotted Gift, as they have freely recewved, fo are they Mat. xo. 8.
Sfreely to give, without Hire or Bargaining, far lefs to ufe it as a Trade

to get Money by it: Yet if God hath called any from their Employ-

ments, or Trades, by which they acquire their Livelihood, it may

be lawful for fuch (according to the Liberty which they feel given

them in the Lord) to receive fuch Temporals (to wit, what may be

needful to them for Meat and Clothing) as are freely given them

by thofe to whom they have communicated Spirituals.

The Eleventh Propofition.

Concerning W oRsHIP.

LL true and acceptable Worfhip to God is offered in the -
‘ ward and immediate moving and drawing of his own Spirit,
which is neither limited to Places, Times, or Perfons; for though
we be to worfhip him always, in that we are to fear before him, yet
as to the outward Signification thereof in Prayers, Praifes, or Preach-
ings, we ought not to do it where and when we will, but where and
when we are moved thereunto by the fecret Infpirations of his Spirit
in our Hearts, which God heareth and accepteth of, and is never
wanting to move us thereunto, when Need is, of which he himfelf
is the alone proper Judge. All other Worfhip then, both Praifes,
Prayers and Preachings, which Man fets about in his own Will,
and at his own Appointment, which he can both begin and end at
his Pleafure, do or leave undone as himfelf fees meet, whether they
be a prefcribed Form, as a Liturgy, or Prayers conceived extempo--
rarily, by the natural Strength and Faculty of the Mind, they are f{:f 13-
all but Superfiitions, Will-worfhip, and abominable Idolatry in the Ads 120420
Sight of God; which are to be denied, rejedted, and feparated from, &18. 5.

John 3. 6.

in this Day of his {piritual Arifing: However it might have pleafed % 4. 21..
him (who winked at the Times of Ignorance, with Refpeét to the&]g:;?: 23.

Simplicity
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Simplicity and Integrity of fome, and of his own innocent Seed,
which lay as it were buried in the Hearts of Men, under the Mafs
of Superftition) to blow upon the dead and dry Bones, and to raife
fome Breathings, and anfwer them, and that until the Day fhould
more clearly dawn and break forth.

The Twelfth Propofition.

Concerning BArT 15 M.

AS there is one Lord and one Faith, {o there is one Baptifm; which
is not the putting away the Filth of the Flefh, but the Anfwer of a good
Confcience before God, by the Refurrection of Fefus Chrifi.  And this Bap-
tifm is a pure and fpiritual Thing, to wit, the Baptifm of the Spirit
and Fire, by which we are buried with him, that being wafhed and
purged from our Sins, we may walk in Newnefs of Life; of which the
Baptifm of fohn was a Figure, which was commanded for a Time,
and not to continue for ever. As to the Baptifm of Infants, it is a
mere human Tradition, for which neither Precept nor Pradtice is to
be found in all the Scripture.

The Thirteenth Propofition.

Concerning the CoMMUNION, or PARTICIPATION of
the Bopy and Broop of CuRrisT.

T HE Communion of the Body and Blood of Chrift is #nward and

Jpiritual, which is the Participation of his Flefh and Blood, by
which the ward Man is daily nourifhed in the Hearts of thofe in
whom Chrift dwells; of which Things the breaking of Bread by Chrift
with his Difciples was a Figure, which they even ufed in the Church
for a Time, who had received the Subftance, for the Caufe of the
Weak; even as abflaining from Things firangled, and Jrom Blood ; the
wafhing one another’s Feet, and the anointing of the Sick with O ; all

which are commanded with no lefs Authority and Solemnity than

the
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the Former; vyet feeing they are but the Shadows of better Things,
they ceafe in fuch as have obtained the Subflance.

The Fourteenth Propofition.

Concerning the PoweRr of the Civit. MAGISTRATE iIn

Matters purely ReEricious, and pertaining to the
CONSCIENCE.

INCE God hath afflumed to himfelf the Power and Dominion

of the Confcience, who alone can rightly inftru& and govern it,
therefore it is not lawful for any whatfoever, by Virtue of any Au- Lg.ke 9 55
thority or Principality they bear in the Government of this World, Mat. 7. 12.
to force the Confciences of others; and therefore all Killing, Banifh- rgrgi{, 3. 10.
ing, Fining, Imprifoning, and other fuch Things, which Men are
afflidted with, for the alone Exercife of their Confcience, or Diffe-
rence in Worfhip or Opinion, proceedeth from the Spirit of Cain,
the Murderer, and is contrary to the Truth; provided always, that
no Man, under the Pretence of Conicience, prejudice his Neighbour
in his Life or Eftate; or do any Thing deftruttive to, or inconfiftent
with Human Society; in which Cafe the Law is for the Trani-

greffor, and Juftice to be adminiftered upon all, without Refpect of
Perfons.

The Fifteenth Propofition.

Concerning SarurtaTtioNs and REcREATIONS, .

EEING the chief End of all Religion is to redeem Man from

the Spirit and vain Converfation of this World, and to lead f%t’tf;.rl:_
into inward Communion with God, before whom, if we fear always, John 5. 44.
we are accounted happy; therefore all the vain Cuftoms and HabitsAdis 10. 6.
thereof, both in Word and Deed, are to be rejefled and forfaken by Igzlt S
thofe who come to this Fear; fuch as the taking off the Hat to a

Man, the Bowings and Cringings of the Body, and fuch other Sa-

lutations
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lutations of that Kind, with all the foolifh and fuperftitious Forma-
lities attending them; all which Man has invented in his degene-
rate State, to feed his Pride in the vain Pomp and Glory of this
World ; as alfo the unprofitable Plays, frivolous Recreations, Sport-
ings and Gamings, which are invented to pafs away the precious
Time, and divert the Mind from the Witnefs of God in the Heart,
and from the living Senfe of his Fear, and from that evangelical
Spirit wherewith Chriftians ought to be leavened, and which leads
into Sobriety, Gravity, and Godly Fear; in which, as we abide,
the Blefling of the Lord is felt to attend us in thofe Actions in which
we are neceflarily engaged, in order to the taking Care for the Suf-
tenance of the outward Man

AN
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APOTLGOGY

FOR THE
~ True Chriftian Divinity.

PROPOSITION 1L

Concerning the true FounpatioN of KNOWLEDGE.

Seeing the Height of all Happinefs is placed in the true Knowledge
of God, (This is Life Eternal, to know thee the only true joum ;. ;.
God, and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent) the true and
right underflanding of this Foundation and Ground of Knowledge
is that which is mofl neceffary to be known and believed in the firft
Place.

E that defireth to acquire any Art or Science, feeketh firft
H thofe Means by which that Art or Science is obtained: If
we ought to do fo in Things Natural and Earthly, how much
more then in Spiritual? In this Affair then fhould our Inquiry be
the more diligent, becaufe he that Errs in the Entrance, is not fo
eafily brought back again into the Right Way ; he that mifleth hisRoad
from the Beginning of his Journey, and is deceived in his firft Marks,
at his firfl {etting forth, the greater his Miftake is, the more difficult
will be his Entrance into the Right Way.
Thus when a Man firflt propofeth to himfelf the Knowledge of God,
from a Senfe of his own Unworthinefs, and from the great Weari—‘ggi,z?n;z,_
nefs of his Mind, occafioned by the fecret Checks of his Confcience, %dge ¢f God-
and the tender yet real Glances of God’s Light upon his Heart; the

A earneflt
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refift Chrift,

John 7. 48,

49-

PROPOSITION L

earneft Defires he has to be redeemed from his prefent T rouble, and
the fervent Breathings he has to be ealed of his difordered Paffions
and Lufts, and to find Quietnefs and Peace in the certain Know-
ledge of God, and in the Aflurance of his Love and Good-will to-
wards him, make his Heart tender, and ready to receive any Im-
preflion; and fo (not having then a diftin& Difcerning) through
Forwardnefs embraceth any Thing that brings prefent Eafe. If either
through the Reverence he bears to certain Perfons, or from the fe-
cret Inclination to what doth comply with his natural Difpofition,
he fall upon any Principles or Means by which he apprehends he
may come to know God, and fo doth center himfelf, it will be hard
to remove him thence again, how wrong foever they may be: For
the firt Anguifh being over, he becomes more hardy; and the
Enemy being near, creates a falfe Peace, and a certain Cdnﬁdence,
which is firengthened by the Mind’s Unwillingnels to enter again
into new Doubtfulnefs, or the former Anxiety of a Search.

This is fufficiently verified in the Example of thé<Pharifees and
Fewifh Doctors, who moft of all refifted Chrif, difdaining to be efteem-
ed Ignorant; for this vain Opinion they had of their Knowledge,
hindered them from the true Knowledge; and the mean People,
who were not fo much pre-occupied with former Principles, nor
conceited of their own Knowledge, did eafily believe. Wherefore
the Pharifees upbraid them, faying, Have any of the Rulers or Pharifees
belicvéd on him? But this People, which know not the Law, are accurjed.
This is alfo abundantly proved by the Experience of all fuch, as
being fecretly touched with the Call of God’s Grace unto them, do .
apply themfelves to falfe Teachers, where the Remedy proves worfe |
than the Difeafe; becaufe inftead of lgnowing God, or the Things"
relating to their Salvation aright, they drink in wrong Opinions of
him; from which it is harder to be difintangled, than while the Soul
remains a Blank, or Tabula rafa. For they that conceit themfelves
Wife, are worfe to deal with than they that are fenfible of their
Nor hath it been lefs the Device of the Devil, the great

Ignorance.
Enemy



Of the true FounpaTtioNn of KNOWLEDGE.

Enemy of Mankind, to perfuade Men into wrong Notions of God,
than to keep them altogether from acknowledging him; the latter
taking with few, becaufe odious; but the other having been the
conftant Ruin of the World: For there hath fcarce been a Nation
found, but hath had fome Notions or other of Religion; f{o that not
from their denying any Deity, but from their Miftakes and Mifap-
prehenfions of it, hath proceeded all the Idolatry and Superftition
of the World; yea, hence even Atheifm itfelf hath proceeded: For
thefe many and various Opinions of God and Religion, being fo
much mixed with the Gueflings and uncertain Judgments of Men,
have begotten in many the Opinion, That there is no God at all.
This, and much more that might be faid, may fhew how dangerous
it is to mifs in this firft Step: Al that come not in by the right Door, are
accounted as Thieves and Robbers.

Again, How needful and defirable that Knowledge is, which
brings Life Etem.al, Epictetus theweth, faying excellently well, Cap. 38. Epittetus.
f om 7o Kupiwraroy, &c. Know that the main Foundation of Piety is this,
To have dpbds vrokmbeis, right Opinions and Apprehenfions of God.

This therefore I judged neceflary, as a firft Principle, in the firft
Place, to afirm; and I fuppofe will not need much farther Expla-
nation or Defence, as being generally acknowledged by all (and in
thefe Things that are without Controverfy I love to be brief) as
that which will eafily commend itfelf to every Man’s Reafon and
Confcience; and therefore I fhall proceed to the next Propofition;
which, though it be nothing lefs certain, yet by the Malice of Satan,
and Ignorance of many, comes far more under Debate.



Mat. 11. 27.

PROPOSITION IL

Of ImMmMEDIATE REVELATION.

Seeing no Man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to

whom the Son revealeth him; and feeing the Revelation

of the Son is i and by the Spirit; therefore the Teftimony of

the Spirit is that alone by whick the true Knowledge of God hath
been, is, and can be only revealed : Who as, by the Moving of his
own Spirit, he difpofed the Chaos of this World into that wonder-

ful Order in which it was in the Beginming, and created Man a

Living Soul, to Rule and Govern it; fo by the Revelation of the
Jame Spirit he hath manifefled himfelf all along unto the Sons of
Men, both Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoftles : Which Revelations
of God by the Spirit, whether by outward Vowes and Appear-
ances, Dreams, or inward objeétive Manifeflations in the Heart,
were of old the formal Object of their Faith, and remain yet Jo to
be ; fince the Object of the Saints Faith is the fame in all
Ages, tho” held forth under divers Adminiftrations. More-
over, thefe Dwine Inward Revelations, which we make alydlm‘ely
neceffary for the building up of true Faith, neither do, nor can
ever, contradict the outward Teflimony of the Scriptures, or right
and found Reafon ; yet from hence it will not follow, that thefe
Divine Revelations are to be fubjected to the Teft, either of the
outward T ¢ftimony of the Scriptures, or of-the Natural Reafon of
Man, as to a more noble or certain Rule and Touchftone ; for
this Divine Revelation, and Inward Illumination, is that which
15 evident and clear of wfelf; forcing, by its own Evidence and
Clearnefs, the well-difpofed Underflanding to affent, wrrefiftibly
moving the fame thereunto, even as the common Principles of na-
tural Truths do move and incline the Mind to a natural Affent :
As, That the Whole is greater than its Part; That two
Contradiftories can neither be both true, nor both falfe.

§. 1 IT
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§. I. ¥ T is very probable, that many carnal and natural Chriftians Revelation by
will oppofe this Propofition ; who, being wholly ullacquaint-jf;{ﬁa;ijgg:

ed with the Movings and Actings of God’s Spirit upon their Hearts,

judge the fame nothing neceflary ; and fome are apt to flout at it as

ridiculous: Yea, tothat Height are the Generality of Chriftians apofla-

tized and degenerated, that though there be not any Thing more

plainly Aflerted, more ferioufly Recommended, or more certainly

Attefted to, in all the Writings of the holy Scriptures; yet nothing is

lefs minded, and more rejedled, by all Sorts of Chriftians, than Im-

mediate and Divine Revelation; infomuch, that once to lay Claim to it,

is Matter of Reproach. Whereas of old, none were ever judged

Chriftians, but fuch as had the Spirit of Chriff, Rom. viii. g. But now

many do boldly call themfelves Chriflians, who make no difficulty of

confefling they are without it, and laugh at fuch as fay they have it.

Of old they were accounted the Sons of God, who were led by the Spirit

of God, ibid. Verfe 14. But now many aver themfelves Sons of God,

who know nothing of this Leader; and he that afhirms himfelf fo

led, is, by the pretended Orthodox of this Age, prefently proclaim-

ed an Heretick. The Reafon hereof is very manifelt, viz. Becaufe

many in thefe Days, under the Name of Chriftians, do experimen-

tally find, that they are not altuated, nor lead, by God’s Spirit; yea,

many great Doclors, Divines, Teachers and Byhops of Chriftianity, (com-

monly fo called) have wholly fhut their Ears from hearing, and their

Eyes from {eeing, this Jnward Guide, and {fo are become Strangers

- unto it; whence they are, by their own Experience, brought to this

Strait, either to confefs, that they are as yet ignorant of God, and

have only the Shadow of Knowledge, and not the true Knowledge of

him, or, that this Knowledge is acquired without Immediate Revela-

tion. |

For the better underftanding then of this Propofition, we do dil- Knowledge
tinguifh betwixt the certain Knowledge of God, and the uncertain; %Zﬁzafh“ﬁ’;z
betwixt the fpiritual Knowledge, and the literal ; the {aving Heart- guifted.
Knowledge,
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PROPOSITION IIL

Knowledge, and foaring, airy Head-Knowledge. The laft, we confefs,
may be divers Ways obtained ; but the firft, by no other Way thar
the inward immediate Manifeftation and Revelation of God’s Spirit,
fhining in and upon the Heart, enlightning and opening the Under-
ftanding. .

§. II. Having then propofed to myfelf, in thefe Propofitions, to
afirm thofe Things which relate to the true and effetual Knowledge,
which brings Life Eternal with it; therefore I have truly affirmed,
that this Knowledge is no otherways attained, and that none have
any true Ground to believe they have attained it, who have it not
by this Revelation of God’s Spirit.

The Certainty of which Truth is fuch, that it hath been acknow-
ledged by fome of the moft refined and famous of all Sorts of Profef-
fors of Chriftianity in all Ages; who being truly upright-hearted,
and earneft Seekers of the Lord, (however ftated under the Dif
advantages and epidemical Errors of their feveral Sels or Ages) the
true Seed in them hath been anfwered by God’s Love, who hath
had Regard to the Goed, and hath had of his Ele&t Ones among all,
who finding a Diftafte and Difguft in all other outward Means, even
in the very Principles and Precepts more particularly relative to their
own Forms and Societies, have at laft concluded, with One Voice,
That there was no true Knowledge of God, but that which is re-
vealed inwardly by his own Spirit. Whereof take thefe following
Teftimonies of the Ancients. :

1. *“ It is the Inward Mafler (faith dugufline) that Teacheth, it is Chrift
““ that Teacheth, it is Infpiration that Teacheth : Where this Infpiration and
*“ Unétion is wanting, it is in vain that Words from without are beaten in.”
And thereafter: ** For he that created us, and redeemed us, and called us,
‘“ by Faith, and dwelleth in us, by his Spirit, unlefs he [peaketh wnto us In-
““wardly, it is needlefs for us to cry out.”

2. *“ There is a Differance (faith Clemens Alexandrinus) betwixt that which
“* any one faith of the Truth, and that which the Truth wfelf, nlerpreting ifelf,
“ faith. A Conjecture of Truth differeth from the Truth itlelf; a Similitude of a

‘e T/zz’ng

2l
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“ Thing differeth from the Thing itfelf; it is one Thing that is acquived by Ex-

““ ercife and Difcipline; and another Thing, which by Power and Faith.” Lafily,

the fame Clemens {aith, ** Truth is neither hard to be arrived at, nor is itPzdag.
““ impoffible to apprehend it; for it is moft Nigh. unto us, even in our Houfes,

““ as the moft wife Mofes hath infinuated.”

3. ** How is it (faith Tertullian) that fince the Devil always worketh, and Tertullian.s

“« firveth up the Mind to Iniquity, that the Work of God fhould either ceafe, orll;fc'i‘d\c/i:;}‘
“ defift to ait? Since for this End the Lord did fend the Comforter, that becaufePibus,cap- 1.
‘“ human Weaknefs could not at once bear all Things, Knowledge might be by
‘“ little and lttle direcled, formed, and brought to Perfection, by the Holy Spirit,
““ that Vicar of the Lord. 1 have many Things yet (faith he) to {peak
‘ unto you, but ye cannot as yet bear them; but when that Spirit of
‘“ Truth fhall come, he fhall lead you into all Truth, and fhall teach
* you thefe Things that are to come. But of this his Work we have [poken
‘* above. What is then the Adminifiration of the Comforter, but that Difcipline
*“ be directed, and the Scriptures revealed? &c.

4. ** The Law (faith Hierom) is Spiritual, and there is need of a Revela- Hicron. Ep.
*« tion to underfland it.”  And in his Epifile 150. to Hedibia, Queft. . FAulinezo3.
he faith, ** The whole Epifile to the Romans needs an Interpretation; it being
““ mvolved in fo great Objcurities, that for the underflanding thereof we need
‘“ the Help of the Holy Spirit, who through the Apofile diclated it.”

““ 5. So great Things (faith Athanafius) doth our Saviour daily: He draws Athanafius
““ unto Piety, perfuades unto Virtue, teaches Immortality, excites lo the D(ﬁrefferlgfgzi“
““ of Heavenly Things, reveals the Knowledge of the Father, infpires Power
““ againft Death, and [lews himfelf unto every one.”

6. Gregory the Great, upon thefe Words [ He fhall teach you all Things] Greg. Mag,
faith, ** That unlefs the fame Spirit is prefent in the Heart of the Hearer, mlll{pooﬁtgcc’
““ vain is the Difcourfe of the Doctor. Let no Man then afcribe unto the Man Gofpel.

‘“ that teacheth, what he underflands from the Mouth of him that Jpeaketh; for
““ unlefs he that teacheth be within, the Tongue of the Doclor, that is without, la-
“ boureth in vain.”

7. Cyrillus dlexandrinus plainly affirmeth, ** That Men know that Jefas cyrit. dtex.
in Thefauro,

(X
I3 ib. 13. C.3,



Bernard in
Plal. 84.

Luther.
Tom,. 5.

P 70.

Phil. Me-
lanéthon.

By the Spirit
alone God is
known,

PROPOSITION II

*“ is the Lord by the Holy Ghoft, no otherwife than they who tafte Honey
““ know that it is fweet, even by its proper Quality.”

8. ““ Therefore ({aith Bernard) we daily exhort you, Brethren, that
““ y¢ walk the Ways of the Heart, and that your Souls be always in your
‘ Hands, that ye may hear what the Lord Jaith in you.” And again, upon
thefe Words of the Apofile [Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord]
* With which Threefold Vice ({aith he) all Sorts of Religious Men are lefs or
* more dangeroufly affected, becaufe they do not fo diligently attend, with the
““ Ears of the Heart, to what the Spirit of Truth (which flatters none) in-
“wardly [peaks.” )

This was the very Bafis, and main Foundation, upon which the
Primitive Reformers built.

Luther, in his Book to the Nobility of Germany, faith, * T his is certain,
““ That no Man can make limfelf a Teacher of the holy Scriptures, but the Holy
“ Spirit alone.” And upon the Magnificat he {aith, * No Man can rightly
““ know God, or underfland the Word of God, unlefs he ummediately receive
““ it from the Holy Spirit; neither can any one receive it from the Holy Spirit,
““ except le find it by Experience in himfelf; and in this Experience the Holy
“ Ghoft teacheth, as in his proper School; out of which School nothing is taught
* but mere Talk.”

Philip Melanéthon, in his Annotations upon Fohn vi. ** Thofewho hear
““ only an outward and bodily Voice, hear the Creature; but God is a Spirit,
““ and is neither difcerned, nor known, nor heard, but by the Spirit; and
““ therefore to hear the Voice of God, to fee God, is lo know and hear the
“ Spirit. By the Spirit alone God s known and perceived.”

Which alfo the more Serious to this Day do acknowledge, even
all fuch who fatisfy themfelves not with the Superficies of Religion,
and ufe it not as a Cover or Art. Yea, all thofe who apply them-
felves effectually to Chriftianity, and are not fatisfied until they have
found its effe¢tual Work upon their Hearts, redeeming them from
Sin, do feel that no Knowledge effetually prevails to the producing
of this, but that which proceeds from the warm Influence of God’s
Spirit upon the Heart, and from the comfortable Shining of his

Light
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Light upon their Underftanding. And therefore to this Purpofe Ir. Smithof.
a modern Author, viz. Dr. Smith of Cambridge, in his Sele Dif- g;;?,iﬂ;%gc'
courfes, faith well; 70 feek o Divinity merely in Books and Wrilings, is Book-Divinity.
‘““ to [eek the Living among the Dead. We do but in vain many Times feck

““ God in thefe, where his Truth is too often not fo much Enfhrined as En-

““ tombed. Intra te quare Deum, Seck God within thine own Soul: He

« s beft difcerned voepd EmaQi (as Plotinus phrafed it) by an Intellectual

“ Touch of him. We mufl fee with our Eyes, and hear with our Ears,

** and our Hands muft handle the Word of Life (fo exprefs it in St

‘« John's Words) omi tijg puyic dsaynosg, &c. The Soul itfelf hath its Senfes,

““ as well as the Body. And therefore David, when he would teach us

‘“ to know what the Divine Goodnefs is, calls not for Speculation,

“ but Senfation: Tafle, and fee how good the Lord is. That is not the

‘“ belt and trueft Knowledge of God, which is wrought out by the

“* Labour and Sweat of the Brain, but that which is kindled within

‘“ us, by an heavenly Warmth in our Hearts. 4nd again: There is

*“ a Knowing of the Truth, as it is in Fefus, asitisina Chrifi-like Na-

““ ture; as it is in that fweet, mild, humble, and loving Spirit of

* Jefus, which {preads itlelf, like a Morning Sun, upon the Souls of

‘““ good Men, full of Light and Life. It profits little to know Chrift

‘“ himfelf after the Flefh; but he gives his Spirit to good Men, that

“ Jearcheth the deep Things of God. And again: It is but a thin airy

«“ Knowledge, that is got by mere Speculation, which is ufhered in

*“ by Syllogifms and Demonftrations ; but that which fprings forth

““ from true Goodnefs, is Jeiolepoy 7 wdong vrodeibewq (as Origen fpeak-

““ eth) It brings fuch a Divine Light into the Soul, as is more clear and con-

‘“ vincing than any Demonfiration.”

§. IIL. That this certain and undoubted Method of the true Know- Apofiacy and
ledge of God hath been brought out of ufe, hath been none of theafa/e Know-
leaft Devices of the Devil, to fecure Mankind to his Kingdom. For%feii.mm-
after the Light and Glory of the Chriflian Religion had prevailed
over a great Prat of the World, and difpelled the thick Mifts of the
Heathenifh Dogtrine of the Plurality of Gods, he that knew there

B was
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was no Probability of deluding the World any longer that Way, did
then puff Man up with a falfe Knowledge of the true God ; fetting
him on work to feek God the wrong Way, and perfuading him to
be content with fuch a Knowledge as was of his own acquiring, and
not of God’s teaching. And this Device hath proved the more fuc-
cefsful, becaufe accommodated to the natural and corrupt Spirit and
Temper of Man, who above all Things affedls to exalt himfelf; and
which Exaltation, as God isgreatly difhonoured, fo therein the
Devil hath his End; who is not anxious how much God is acknow-
ledged in Words, provided himfelf be but always ferved; he matters
not how great and high Speculations the Natural Man entertains of
God, {o long as he {erves his own Lufts and Paflions, and is obedi-

Chriflianity isent to his evil Suggeftions and Temptations. Thus Chriflianity is be-

zi;fgfg;?f”’come as it were an Art, acquired by human Science and Induftry ;

225‘;::2%’;‘31&6 any other Art or Science ; and Men have not only affumed
the Name of Chriflians, but even have procured themfelves to be
elteemed as Majflers of Chriftianity, by certain Artificial Tricks, though
altogether Strangers to the Spirit and Life of Jefus. But if we
make a right Definition of a Chriflian, according to the Scripture,
‘That he is one who hath the Spirit, and is led by it, how many Chriflians,
yea, and of thefe great Majtersand Doclors of Chriftianity, fo accounted,
{hall we juflly divelt of that Noble Title?

If thofe therefore who have all the other Means of Knowledge, and
are fufficiently Learned therein, whether it be the Letter of the
Scripture, the Traditions of Churches, or the Works of Creation and
Providence, whence they are able to deduce ftrong and undeniable
Arguments (which may be true in themfelves) are not yet to be
elteemed Chriflians, according to the certain and infallible Definition
above-mentioned ; and if the inward and immediate Revelation of
God’s Spirit in the Heart, in fuch as have been altogether ignorant
of fome, and but very little {killed in others, of thefe Means of at-
taining Knowledge, hath brought them to Salvation; then it will

neceﬂarily
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necellarily and evidently follow, that Inward and Immediate Reve- By Revelation
lation is the only fure and certain Way to attain the true and fav- %,ff;,?;ge of
ing Knowledge of God. God.
But the firft is true: Therefore the laft.
Now as this Argument doth very ftrongly conclude for this Way
of Knowledge, and againft fuch asdeny it; fo in this Refpect it is the
more to be regarded, as the Propofitions, from which it is deduced,
are fo clear, that our very Adverfaries cannot deny them. For as
to the firflt, it is acknowledged, that many Learned Men may be,
and have been, damned. And as to the {fecond, who will deny but
many illiterate Men may be, and are, faved? Nor dare any affirm,
that none come to the Knowledge of God and Salvation by the in-
ward Revelation of the Spirit, without thefe other outward Means;
unlefs they be alfo fo bold as to exclude Abel, Seth, Noah, Abraham, Avel, Seth,
Fob, and all the holy Patriarchs from true Knowledge and Salva- Eﬁojriefc
tion.
§. IV. I would however not be underftood as if hereby I ex-
cluded thofe other Means of Knowledge from any Ufe or Service to
Man; it is far from me fo to judge, as concerning the Scriptures, in
the next Propofition, will more plainly appear. The Queflion is
not, what may be profitable or helpful, but what is abfolutely ne-
ceflary. Many Things may contribute to further a Work, which yet
are not the main Thing that makes the Work go on.
The Sum then of what is faid amounts to this, That where the
true Inward Knowledge of God is, through the Revelation of his
S‘pirit., there is all; neither is there an abfolute Neceflity of any
other. But where the beft, higheft, and moft profound Knowledge
is, without this there is nothing, as to the obtaining the great End
of Salvaticn. This Truth is very effectually confirmed by the firft
Part of the Propofition itfelf, which in few Words comprehendeth
divers unqueftionable Arguments, which I fhall in brief fubfume.
Firlt, That there is no Knowledge of the Father but by the Son. I.
Secondly, Zhat there is no Knowledge of the Son, but by the Spirit. 1I.

B Thirdly
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Thirdly, That by the Spirit God hath always revealed himfelf to his
Children.

Fourthly, That thefe Revelations were the formal Object of the Saints
Faith.

And Lafly, That ithe fame continueth to be the Object of the Saints Faith

to this Day. ~

Of each of thefe I fhall fpeak alittle particularly, and then proceed
to the latter Part.

§. V. As to the firlt, viz. That there is no Knowledge of the Father but
by the Son, it will eafily be proved, being founded upon the plain
Words of Scripture, and is therefore a it Medium from whence to
deduce the reft of our Affertions.

For the infinite and moft wife God, who is the Foundation, Root
and Spring of all Operation, hath wrought all Things by his Eternal
Word and Son. This is that W or D that was in the Beginning with God,
and was God, by whom all Things were made, and without whom was not any
Thing made that was made, This is that Fefus Chrift, by whom God created all
Things, by whom, and for whom, all Things were created, that are in Heaven
and in Earth, vifible and invifible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or
Principalities, or Powers, Col. 1. 16.  'Who therefore is called, The firfi-
born of every Creature, Col. 1. 15. As then that infinite and incom-
prehenfible Fountain of Life and Motion operateth in the Creatures
by his own Eternal Word and Power; {o no Creature has Accefs
again unto him but in and by the Son, according to his own exprefs
Words, No Man knoweth the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son
will reveal him, Mat. xi. 27. Luke x. 22. And again, he himfelf faith,
I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: No Man cimeth unto the Father but
by me, John xiv: 6.

Hence he is fitly called, The Mediator betwixt God and Man: For
having been with God from all Eternity, being himfelf God, and
alfo in Time partaking of the Nature of Man; through him is the
Goodnefs and Love of God conveyed to Mankind, and by him again
Man receiveth and partaketh of thefe Mercies.

Hence
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Hence is eafily deduced the Proof of this firft Aflertion, thus:

If no Man knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the
Son will reveal him; then there is no Knowledge of the Father but
by the Son.

But no Man knoweth the Father but by the Son:

Therefore, there is no Knowledge of the Father but by the Son.

The firflt Part of the Antecedent are the plain Words of Scripture:
The Confequence thereof is undeniable; except one would fay,
that he hath the Knowledge of the Father, while yet he knows him
not; which were an abfurd Repugnance.

Again, if the Son be the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and that
no Man cometh unto theFather but by him; then there is no Know-
ledge of the Father but by the Son.

But the firft is true: Therefore the lafi.

The Antecedent are the very Scripture Words: The Confequence
is very evident: For how can any know aThing, who ufeth not the
Way, without which it is not knowable? But it is already proved,
that there is no other Way but by the Son; fo that whofo ufes not
that Way, cannot know him, neither come unto him.

§. VI. Having then laid down this firft Principle, I come to theAﬁrt IL

fecond, viz. That there is no Knowledge of the Son but by the Spirit; or,
That the Revelation of the Son of God is by the Spirit.

Where it is to be noted, that I always {peak of the faving, cer-
tain, and neceflary Knowledge of God; which that it cannot be ac-
quired otherways than by the Spirit, doth alfo appear from many
clear Scriptures. For Jefus Chrift, in and by whom the Father
is revealed, doth alfo reveal himfelf to his Difciples and Friends
in and by his Spirit: As his Manifeftation was outward, when
he teftified and witneffed for the Truth in this World, and ap-
proved himfelf faithful throughout; fo being now withdrawn, as
to the outward Man, he doth teach and infiruét Mankind inwardly,
by his own Spirit; He flandeth at the Door and knocketh, and whofo hear-
eth his Voice and openeth, he comes in to fuch, Rev. iii. 20. Of this Re-

- | velation
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lation of Chrift in him, Paul {peaketh, Gal. i. 16. in which he
placeth the Excellency of his Miniftry, and the Certainty of his Call-
ing. And the Promife of Chrift to his Difciples, Lo, I amwilh you to
the End of the World, confirmeth the fame Thing; for this is an Inward
and Spiritual Prefence, as all acknowledge: But what relates hereto
will again occur. I fhall deduce the Proof of this Propofition from
two manifeflt Places of Scripture: The firftis, 1 Cor. i. 11, 12. What
Man knoweth the Things of @ Man, fave the Spirit of a Man whichis in him?

The Things of Even fo the Things of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. Now we

God are known
Iy the Spirit of

God.

have received not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit whick is of God, that
we might know the Things which are freely given us of God. The Apolftle
in the Verfes before, {peaking of the wonderful Things which are pre-
pared for the Saints, after he had declared, that the Natural Man can-
not reach him, adds, that They are revealed by the Spirit of God, Ver. g,
10. giving this Reafon, For the Spirit fearcheth all Things, even the deep
Things of God. And then he bringeth in the Comparifon, in the Verfes
above-mentioned, very apt, and anfwerable to our Purpofe and Doc-
trine, that as the Things of a Man are only known by the Spirit of Man ; Jo
the Things of God are only known by the Spirit of God: That is, that as no-
thing below the Spirit of Man (as the Spirit of Brutes, or any other
Creatures) can properly reach unto, or comprehend the Things of a
Man, as being of a nobler and higherNature ; fo neither can the Spi-
rit of Man, or the Natural Man, as the Apoftle in the 14th Verfe fub-
fumes, receive nor difcern the Things of God, or the Things that are
Spiritual, as being alfo of an higher Nature; which the Apoflle him-
felf gives for the Reafon, faying, Neither can he know them, becaufe they
are Spiritualty difcerned.  So that the Apoftle’s Words, being reduced
to an Argument, do very well prove the Matter under Debate, thus:
If that which appertaineth properly to Man, cannot be difcerned
by any lower or bafer Principle than the Spirit of Man; then can-
not thofe Things, that properly relate unto God and Chrift, be
known or difcerned by any lower or bafer Thing than the Spirit of

God and Chrifl.
But
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But the firft is true: Therefore alfo the fecond.

The whole Strength of the Argument is contained in the Apoftle’s
Words before-mentioned ; which therefore being granted, I fhall
proceed to deduce a fecond Argument, thus: -

That which is Spiritual can only be known and difcerned by the
Spirit of God.

But the Revelation of Jefus Chrift, and the true and faving Know-
ledge of him, is Spiritual: ,

Therefore the Revelation of Jefus Chrift, and the true and faving
Knowledge of him, can only be known and difcerned by the Spirit
of God. -

The other Scripture is alfo a Saying of the fame Apoftle, 1 Cor. Prf1r.
xii. 3. No Man can fay that Fefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft. This ﬁ?[%ﬁ;mn
Scripture, which is full of Truth, and anfwereth full well to the en- 144, .
lightened Underftanding of the fpiritual and real Chriftian, may per-
haps prove very ftrange to the carnal and pretended Follower of
Chrift, by whom perhaps it hath not been fo diligently remarked.

Here the Apoftle doth fo much require the Holy Spirit, in the Things

that relate to a Chriftian, that he pofitively avers, we cannot {fo much

as afirm fefus to be the Lord without it; which infinuates no lefs, than gyiig
that the Spiritual Truths of the Gofpel are as Lies in the Mouths szzt%(;:; by
carnal and unfpiritual Men; for tho” in themfelves they be true, yet Carnal Men.
are they not true as to them, becaufe not known, nor uttered forth,

in and by that Principle and Spirit that ought to dire&t the Mind,

and actuate it; in fuch Things they are no better than the counterfeit
Reprefentations of Things in a Comedy ; neither can it be more truly

and properly called a real and true Knowledge of God and Chrift,

than the Actions of dlexander the Great, Fulius Cafar, %c. if now
tranfacted upon a Stage, might be called truly and really their Do-

ings, or the Perfons reprefenting them might be faid truly and really

to have conquered 4fia, overcome Pompey, &c.

This Knowledge then of Chrift, which is not by the Revelation
of his own Spirit in the Heart, is no more properly the Knowledge

of
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of Chrift, than the Pratling of a Parrot, which has been taught a few
Words, may be faid to be the Voice of a Man; for as that, or fome
other Bird, may be taught to found or utter forth a rational Sen-
tence, as it hath learned it by the outward Far, and not from any
living Principle of Reafon auating it; fo juft fuch is that Know-
ledge of the Things of God, which the natural and carnal Man hath
gathered from the Words or Writings of Spiritual Men; which are
not true to him, becaufe conceived in the natural Spirit, and fo
brought forth by the wrong Organ, and not proceeding from the
Spiritual Principle; no more than the Words of a Man, acquired by
Art, and brought forth by the Mouth of a Bird, not proceeding
from a Rational Principle, are true, with relpect to the Bird which
utters them. Wherefore from this Scripture I fhall further add
this Argument: |

If no Man can fay Fefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft; then no
Man can know Fefus to be the Lord, but by the Holy Ghofl.

But the firft is true: Therefore the fecond.

From this Argument there may be another deduced, concluding
in the very Terms of this Affertion: Thus,

If no Man can know efus to be the Lord, but by the Holy Ghofl; then
can there be no certain Knowledge or Revelation of him, but by the
Spirit.

But the firft is true: Therefore the fecond.

§. VII. The third Thing affirmed is, That by the Spirit God always
revealed himfelf to his Children.

For making the Truth of this Affertion appear, it will be but
needful to confider God’s manifefting himfelf towards, and in re-
lation to his Creatures, from the Beginning, which refolves itfelf
always herein. 'The firft Step of all is -afcribed hereunto by Mo/es,
Gen. i. 2. And the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the Waters. 1
think it will not be denied, that God's Converfe with Man, all along
from Adam to Mojes, was by the Immediate Manifeftation of his Spirit:
And afterwards, through the whole Traét of the Law, he {pake to

his
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his Children no otherways; which, as it naturally followeth from
the Principles above proved, fo it cannot be denied, by fuch as ac-
knowledge the Scriptures of Truth to have been written by the In-
fpiration of the Holy Ghoft: For thefe Writings, from Mofes to Ma-
lachi, do declare, that during all that Time, God revealed himfelf to
his Children by his Spirit.

But if any will Obje&, That after the Difpenfation of the Law, Gods Object.
Method of Speaking was altered;

I anfwer: Firfi, That God fpake always immediately to the Fews, Anfw.
in that he {pake always immediately to the High-Prigfl from betwixt
the Cherubims; who, when he entered into the Holy of Holies, return- Sanéum
ing, did relate to the whole People the Voice and Will of God, there S
immediately Revealed. So that this immediate Speaking never
ceafed in any Age.

Secondly, From this immediate Fellowfhip were none fhut out, who
earneflly fought after, and waited for it; in that many, befides the
High-Prigft, who were not {fo much as of the Kindred of Levi, nor of
the Prophets, did receive it and {peak from it; as it is written,

Numb. xi. 25. where the Spirit is faid to have refled upon the Seventy None ut out
Elders; which Spirit alfo reached unto two that were not in the Ta-JZ:Za"tZ"}Z’_"
bernacle, but in the Camp; whom when fome would have forbid- lowip.
den, Mofes would not, but rejoiced, wifhing that all the Lord’s People

were Prophets, and that he would put his Spirit upon them, Ver. 2g.

This is alfo confirmed, Neh. ix. Where the Elders of the People,
after their Return from Captivity, when they began to fandlify
themfelves by Fafting and Prayer, numbering up the many Mer-
cies of God towards their Fathers, fay, Ver. 20. Thou gaveft alfo
thy good Spirit to inftruél them; and Ver. 30. Yet many Years didft thou
Jorbear, and teftify againfl them by thy Spirit in thy Prophets. Many are
the Sayings of Spiritual David to this Purpofe, as Pfalm 1i. 11, 12.

T ake not thy holy Spirit from me; uphold me with thy free Spirit. Plal. cxxxix.
7. Whither fhall I go from thy Spirit? Hereunto doth the Prophet Ifaiak
afcribe the Credit of his Teftimony, faying, Chap. xlviii. 16. Andnow

C the
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the Lord God and his Spirit hath fent me. And that God revealed him-
{elf to his Children under the New Teftament, fo wit, to the Apofiles,
Evangelifts, and Primitive Difciples, is confefled by all. How far
now this yet continueth, and is to be expeéted, comes hereafter to
be {poken to.

§. VIII. The fourth thing affirmed is, That thefe Revelations were
the Objecl of the Saints Faith of old.

This will eafily appear by the Definition of Faith, and confidering
what its Object is: For which we fhall not dive into the curious and
various Notions of the School-men, but ftay in the plain and pofi-
tive Words of the Apoftle Paul, who, Heb. xi. defcribes it two Ways.
Faith (faith he) is the Subflance of Things hoped for, and the Evidence of
Thingsnot feen: Which, as the Apoftle illuftrateth it in the fame Chap-
ter by many Examples, is no other but a firm and certain Belief of
the Mind, whereby it refleth, and in a Senfe poffeffeth the Subftance
of fome Things hoped for, through its Confidence in the Promife of
God: And thus the Soul hath a moft firm Evidence, by its Faith,
of Things not yet feen nor come to pafs. The Object of this Faich,
is the Promife, Word, or Teftimony of God, {fpeaking in the Mind. Hence
it hath been generally affirmed, That the Object of Faith is Deus
Loguens, &c. that is, God Speaking, &c. Which is alfo manifeft from
all thofe Examples, deduced by the Apoftle throughout that whole
Chapter, whofe Faith was founded neither upon any outward Tefti-
mony, nor upon the Voice or Writing of Man, but upon the Reve-
lation of God’s Will, manifeft unto them, and in them; as in the
Example of Noah, Ver. 7, thus, By Fuith Noah being warned of God, of
Things not feen as yet, moved with Fear, prepared an Ark to the faving of his
Houfe ; by the which he condemned the World, and became Heir of the Righ-
teounefs which is by Faith. What was here the Obje&t of Noal’s Faith,
but God {peaking unto him? He had not the Writings nor Prophe-
{yings of any going before, nor yet the Concurrence of any Church
or People, to ftrengthen him; and yet his Faith in the Word, by
which he contradifted the whole World, {faved him and his Houfe.

Of
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Of which alfo dbraham is {et forth as a fingular Example, being there- Abraham’s
fore called the Father of the Faithful, who is faid agaim/t Hope to have Fauth
belicved in Hope; in that he not only willingly forfook his Father’s
Country, not knowing whither he went; in that he believed con-
cerning the coming of Ifaac, though contrary to natural Probability;

but above all, in that he refufed not to offer him up, not doubting

but God was able to raife him from the Dead; of whom it is faid,
That in Ifaac fhall thy Seed be called. And laft of all, In that he refted

in the Promife, that his Seed fhould poflefs the Land, wherein he
him{elf was but a Pilgrim, and which to them was not to be fulfilled
while divers Ages after. The Objet of 4braham’s Faith in all this,

was no other but inward and immediate Revelation, or God figni-
fying his Will unto him inwardly and immediately by his Spirit.

But becaufe, in this Part of the Propofition, we made alfo Men-
tion of external Voices, Appearances, and Dreams in the Alterna-
tive, I think alfo fit to {peak hereof what in that refpet may be
objelted; to wit,

That thofe who found their. Faith now upon Immediate and Objeclive Re- Objeét.
velation, ought to have alfo outward Voices or Vifions, Dreams or Appearances
Sor 1.

It is not denied, but God made ufe of the Miniftry of Angels, gnfy.
who, in the Appearance of Men, {pake outwardly to the Saints of 74 ainifry
old, and that he did alfo reveal fome Things to them in Dreams andf‘;{:ﬂf;f;lj.n
Vifions; none of which we will afiirm to be ceafed, fo as to limit the Appear-
the Power and Liberty of God, in manifefting himfelf towards his ?:i;%f;g
Children. But while we are confidering the Object of Faith, we ¥ /4.
muft not flick to that which is but Circumftantially and Accidentally
fo, but to that which is Univerfally and Subftantially fo.

Next again, We mulft diftinguith betwixt that which in itfelf is
fubjet to Doubt and Delufion, and therefore is received for and
becaufe of another; and that which is not fubject to any Doubt, but
is received fimply for and becaufe of itfelf, as being Prima Veritas,
the very Firft and Original Truth. Let us then confider how, or how

C2 far,
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far, thefe outward Voices, Appearances and Dreams, were the Object
of the Saints Faith: Was it becaufe they were fimply Voices, Ap-
pearances or Dreams? Nay certainly; for they were not ignorant
that the Devil might form a Sound of Words, convey it to the
outward Far, and deceive the outward Senfes, by making Things
to appear that are not. Yea, do we not fee by daily Experi-
ence, that the Fugglers and Mountebanks can do as much as all
that, by their Legerdemain? God forbid then, that the Saints Faith
fhould be founded upon fo fallacious a Foundation, as Man’s out-
ward and fallible Senfes. What made them then give Credit to
thefe Vifions? Certainly nothing elfe, but the {fecret Teltimony of
God’'s Spirit in their Hearts, afluring them that the Voices, Dreams
and Vifions, were of and. from God. Adbraham believed the Angels;
but who told him that thefe Men were Angels? We muft not think
his Faith then was built upon his outward Senfes; but proceeded
from the fecret Perfuafion of God’s Spirit in his Heart. This then
muft needs be acknowledged to be originally and principally the
Objelt of the Saints Faith; without which there is no true and cer-
tain Faith, and by which many Times Faith is begotten and firength-
ened, without any of thefe outward-or vifible Helps; as we may
obferve in many Paffages of the Holy Scripture, where it is only
mentioned, And God faid, &c. And the Word of the Lord came unto
fuch and fuch, faying, &c.

But if any one fhould pertinacioufly affirm, That this did import an
outward audible Voice to the Carnal Ear;

I would gladly know, what other Argument fuch an one could
bring for this his Affirmation, faving his own fimple Conjeéture. It
is faid indeed, The Spirit witneffeth with our Spirit; but not to our out-
ward Ears, Rom. viii. 16.  And feeing the Spirit of God is within
us, and not without us only, it {peaks to our {piritual, and not to
our bodily Ear. Therefore I fee no Reafon, where it is fo often faid
in Scripture, The Spirit Jaid, moved, hindered, called fuch or fuch a one,
to do or forbear fuch or fuch a Thing, that any have to conclude that

this
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this was not an Inward Voice to the Ear of the Soul, rather than an
Outward Voice to the Bodily Ear. If any be otherwife minded, let
them, if they can, produce their Arguments, and we may further
confider of them.

From all therefore which is above declared, I fhall deduce an Ar-
gument, to conclude the Proof of this Affertion, thus:

That which any one firmly believes, as the Ground and Founda-
tion of his Hope in God, and Life Eternal, is the formal Objelt of
his Faith.

But the inward and immediate Revelation of God’s Spirit, {peak-
ing in and unto the Saints, was by them believed, as the Ground
and Foundation of their Hope in God, and Life Eternal.

Therefore thefe inward and immediate Revelations were the formal
Object of their Faith.

§. IX. That which now cometh under Debate, is, what we afferted 4fer. V.
in the laft Place, to wit, Thal the fame continueth to be the Objeét of the "
Saints Faith unto this Day. Many will agree to what we have faid be-
fore, who differ from us herein. ,

There is neverthelefs a very firm Argument confirming the Truth
of this Affertion, included in the Propofition itfelf, to wit, That the
Object of the Saints Faith is the fame in all Ages, though held forth under divers
Adminifirations.  'Which I fhall reduce to an Argument, and prove,
thus:

Firlt, Where the Faith is one, the Objeét of the Faith is one.
But the Fauth is one: Therefore, &c.
That the Faith is one, is the exprefs Words of the Apofile, Eph.iv.
5. who placeth the one Faith with the one God; importing no lefs than,
that to aflirm two Faiths, is as abfurd as to affirm #wo Gods.
Moreover, if the Faith of the Ancients were not one and the fame
with ours, i. ¢. agreeing in Subflance therewith, and receiving the
fame Definition, it had been impertinent for the Apoftle, Heb. xi. to
have 111uﬁrated the Definition of our Faith, by the Examples of that 7, R of

of the Ancients, or to go about to move us by the Example of Abra- the Saints of
old the fame

ham, with ours.
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ham, if Abraham’s Faith were different in Nature from ours. Nor doth
any Difference arife hence, becaufe they believed in Chrift, with re-
{peét to his Appearance outWardly as future ; and we, as already ap-
peared: For neither did they then fo believe in him to come, as not
to feel him prefent with them, and witnefs him near; feeing the
Apoftle faith, They all drank of that [piritual Rock which followed them,
which Rock was Chriff. Nor do we fo believe concerning his Appear-
ance paft, as not alfo to feel and know him prefent with us, and to feed
upon him; except Chrift ({aith the Apoftle) be in you, ye are Reprobates; fo
that both our Faith is one, terminating in one and the fame Thing.
And as to the otherPart or Confequence of the Antecedent; to wit,
That the Objeél is one, where the Faith is one; the Apoftle alfo proveth it
in the fore-cited Chapter, where he makes all the Worthies of old Ex-
amples to us. Now wherein are they imitable, but becaufe they be-
lieved in God? And what was the Obje&t of their Faith, but inward
and immediate Revelation, as we have before proved ? Their Exam-
ple can be no-ways applicable to us, except we believe in God as
they did; that is, by the fame Obje&t. The Apoftle clears this yet
further by his own Example, Gal. i. 16. where he faith, So foon as
Chrift was revealed in him, he confulted not with Flefh and Blood, but forth-
with believed and obeyed. 'The fame Apoftle, Heb. xiii. 7, 8. where he
exhorteth the Hebrews to follow the Faith of the Elders, adds this
Reafon, Confidering the End of their Converfation, Fefus Chrift, the fame To-
day, Yefterday, and for ever: Hereby notably infinuating, that in the
Objelt there is no Alteration.

If any now objeét the Dwerfity of Adminifiration ;

I anfwer; That altereth not at all the Objeél: For the fame Apofile
mentioning this Diverfity three Times, 1 Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6. centereth
always in the fame Object; the fame Spirit, the fame Lord, the fame
God.

But further; If the Obje& of Faith were not one and the fame,
both to us and to them, then it would follow that we were to know
God fome other Way than by the Spirit. ’ |

But
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But this were abfurd : Therefore, .
Laftly, This is moft firmly proved from a common and received
Maxim of the School-men, to wit, Omnis Aélus Jpecificatur ab Objeclo;
Every A& is fpecified from its Objedt: For which if it be true, as
they acknowledge; (though for the Sake of many, I fhall not recur
to this Argument, as being too Nice and Scholaftick ; neither lay I
much Strefs upon thofe Kind of Things, as being that which com-
mends not the Simplicity of the Gofpel) it would follow, that If the
Object were different, then the Faith would be different alfo.
Such as deny this Propofition now-a-days, ufe here a Diftintion;
granting that God is to be known by his Spirit ; but again denying that
it ts Immediate or Inward, butin and by the Scriptures, in which the Mind of
the Spirtt (as they fay) being fully and amply exprefed, we are thereby to
know God, and be led in all Things.
As to the Negative of this Affertion, That the Scriptures are not
fufficient, neither were ever appointed to be the adequate and only
Rule, nor yet can guide or diret a Chriftian in all thofe Things
that are needful for him to know, we fhall leave that to the next
Propofition to be examined. What is proper in this Place to be ¢y itims are
proved, is, That Chriflians now are to be led inwardly and immediately by Zo?hiosbe:l?;i
the Spirit of God, even in the fame Manner (though it befal notin t/zefajr)rgl ’
many to be led in the fame Meafure) as the Saints were of old. g/fl‘jgg;f‘”{)ﬁzr
§. X. I fhall Prove this by divers Arguments, and firft from the
Promile of Chrift in thefe Words, '70fm xiv. 16. And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you Sfor
ever. Ver. 17. Even the Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive,
becaufe it feeth him not, neither knoweth him ; but ye know him, for he dwell-
eth with you, and fhall be in you. Again, Ver. 26. But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father will fend in my Name, he Jhall teach
you all Things, and bring all Things to your Remembrance; and xvi. 1 3. But
when the Spirit of Truth fhall come, he fhall lead you into all Truth : For he
Jhall not [peak of himfelf ; but whatfoever he fhall hear, he fhall fpeak, and:
Shall declare unto you Things to come. We have here firft, who this is,

and
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and that is divers Ways exprefled, to wit, The Comforter, the Spirit of
Truth, the Holy Ghoft, the Sent of the Father in the Name of Chrifi..  And
hereby is fufficiently proved the Sotifhnefs of thofe Socinians, and
other carnal Chriftians, who neither know nor acknowledge any In-
ternal Spirit or Power burt that which is merely Natural, by which
they fufficiently declare themfelves to be of the World, who cannot
receive the Spirit, becaufe they neither fee him nor know him. Se-
condly, Where this Spirit is to be, He dwelleth with you, .and fhall be in
you. And Thirdly, What his Work is, He fhall teach you all Things, and
bring all Things to your Remembrance, and guide you into all Truth, obnynoe
vpag eig whoay Ty dAIEay.

As to the Firfl, Moft do acknowledge that there is nothing elfe
underftood than what the plain Words fignify : Which is alfo evi-
dent by many other Places of Scripture, that will hereafter occur;
neither do I fee how f{uch as athrm otherways can avoid Blafphe-
my: For, if the Comforter, the Holy Ghofl, and Spirit of Truth, be all
one with the Scriptures, then it will follow that the Scriptures are
God, feeing it is true that the Holy Ghoft is God. If thefe Men’s-
Reafoning might take Place, wherever the Spirit is mentioned in Re- -
lation to the Saints, whereby might be truly and properly underftood
the Scriptures: Which, what a nonfenfical Monfler it would make of
the Chriftian Religion, will eafily appear to all Men. As where it is
faid, A4 Manifeflation of the Spirit is given to every Man to profit withal; it
might be rendered thus: A Manifeftation of the Scriptures is given to
every Man to profit withal; what notable Senfe this would make,
and what a curious Interpretation, let us confider by the Sequel of
the fame Chapter, 1 Cor. xii. g, 10, 11. To another the Gifts of Healing,
by the Jame Spirit; to another, the working of Miracles, &c. But all thefe work-

* eththat one and the felf-fame Spirit, dividing to every Man Jeverally as he will.

What would now thefe great Mafters of Reafon, the Socinians, judge,
if we fhould place the Scriptures here inflead of the Spirit 2 Would it
anfwer their Reafon, which is the great Guide of their faith? Would -
it be good and found Reafon in their Logical Schools, to affirm, that

the
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the Scripture divideth feverally, as it will, and giveth to fome the
Gift of Healing, to others the working of Miracles? 1f then this Spirit, a
Manifeftation whereof is given to every Man to profit withal, be no
other than that Spirit of Truth, before-mentioned, which guideth into all
Truth; this Spirit of Truth cannot be the Scripture. I could infer
an Hundred more Abfurdities of this Kind, upon this fottifh Opinion;
but what is faid may fuffice. For even fome of themfelves, being at
Times forgetful, or athamed of their own Dodrine, do acknowledge,
that the Spirit of God is another Thing, and diftinét from the Scrip-
tures, to Guide and Influence the Saints. .

Secondly, That this Spirit is inward, in my Opinion, needs no In-  Query IIL
terpretation, or Commentary, He dwelleth with you, and fhall be in you. Ivggﬁ b s
This Indwelling of the Spirit in the Saints, as it is 2 Thing moft need-
ful to be known and believed; fo is it as pofitively aflerted in the
Scripture, as any Thing elfe can be. If Jo be that.the Spirit of God dwell
in you, faith the Apofile to the Romans, Chap. viii. 9. And again,

Know ye not that your Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoft, 1 Cor. vi. 1g.
And that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 1 Cor. iii. 16. Withoeut this
the Apoftle reckoneth no Man a Chriftian. .If any Man (faith he)
have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is.none of kis. Thele Words immediately
follow thefe above-mentioned, out of the Epiftle to the Romans, But
ye are not in the Flefh, but in the Spirit, if Jo be the Spirit of God dwell in
you. The Context of which fheweth, that the Apofile reckoneth it 74, gy
the main Token of a Chriftian, both pofitively and negatively: For Z;‘f’;”i,;z:n ,
in the former Verlfes, he theweth how the carnal Mind is Enmity againft o Chriftian.
God, and that fuch as are in the Fle/h, cannot pleafe him. Where fub-
fuming, he adds concerning the Romans, that they are not in the Flefh,
if the Spirit of God dwell in them. What is this but to athrm, that they,
in whom the Spirit dwells, are no longer in the Flefh, nor of thofe
who pleafe not God, but are become Chriftians indeed? Again, in
the next Verfe he concludes negatively, that If any Man have not the
Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his; that is, he is no Chriftian. He then
shat acknowledges himfelf Ignorant, and a Stranger to the Inward
D In-
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In-being of the Spirit of Chrift in his Heart, doth thereby acknow-
ledge himfelf to be yet in the Carral Mind, which is Enmity to God;
to be yet in the Flefh, where God cannot be pleafed; and in fhort,
whatever he may otherways know or believe of Chrift, or however
much {killed, or acquainted with the Letter of the Holy Scripture,
not yet to be, notwithftanding all that, attained to the leaft Degree
of a Chriftian; yea, not once to have embraced the Chriftian Reli-
gion. For take but away the Spirit, and Chriftianity remains no
more Chriftianity, than the dead Carcafe of a Man, when the Soul
and Spirit is departed, remains a Man; which the living can no
more abide, but do bury out of their Sight as a noifome and ufelefs
Thing, however acceptable it hath been, when adtuated and moved
by the Soul. Laftly, Whatfocver is Excellent, whatfoever is Noble, what-
Joever is Worthy, whatfoever is Defirable in the Chriftian Faith, is afcribed
to this Spirit; without which it could no more fubfift, than the out-
ward World without the Sun. Hereunto have all true Chriflians,
in all Ages, attributed their Strength and Life. It is by this Spiric,
that they avouch themfelves to have been converted to God, to have
been redeemed from the World, to have been ftrengthened in their
Weaknefs, comforted in their AfHli¢tions, confirmed in their Temp-
tations, imboldened in their Sufferings, and triumphed in the Midft

The great and Of all their Perfecutions. Yea, The Writings of all true Chriftians

notable Aéls

that have been

and are per-
Sormed by the
Spirit in all

Ages.

are full of the great and notable Things, which they all affirm them-
felves to have done, by the Power, and Virtue, and Efficacy of this
Spirit of God working in them. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, John
vi. 63. It was the Spirit that gave them Utterance, Aéts ii. 4. It was
the Spirit by which Stephen {pake, That the Fews were not able to refit,
A&s vi. 10. It is fuch as walk after the Spirit, that receive no Condemna-
tion, Rom. viii. 1. It is the Law of the Spirit that makes free, Ver. 2. It
is by the Spirit of God dwelling in us, that we are redeemed from the Flefh,
and from the Carnal Mind, Ver. 9. It is the Spirit of Chrift dwelling in us,
that quickeneth our mortal Bodies, Ver. 11. It is through this Spirit, that
the Deeds of the Body are mortified, and Life obtained, Ver. 13. It is

by
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by this sz';z't, that we are adopted, and cry ABBA Father, Ver 15. It
is this Spirit, that bearcth Witnefs with our Spirit, that we are the Children of
God, Ver. 16. It is this Spirit, that helpeth our Infirmities, and maketh In-
terceffion for us, with Groanings which cannot be uttered, Ver. 26. It is by
this Spirit, that the glorious Things which God hath laid up for us,
which neither outward Ear hath heard, nor outward Eye hath feen, nor the
Heart of Man conceived by all his Reafonings, are revealed unto us,
1 Cor. ii. g, 10. It is by this Spirit, that both Wifdom, and Knowledge,
and Faith, and Miracles, and Tongues, and Prophecies, are obtained,
1 Cor. xii. 8, g, 10. It is by this Spirit, that we are all Baptized into
one Body, Ver. 13. In fhort, what Thing relating to the Salvation of
the Soul, and to the Life of a Chriftian, is rightly performed, or ef-
feCtually obtained, without it? And what fhall I fay more? For the
Time would fail me, to tell of all thofe Things, which the Holy
Men of Old have declared, and the Saints of this Day do them-
felves enjoy, by the Virtue and Power of this Spirit dwelling in them.
Truly my Paper could not contain the many Teftimonies, whereby
this Truth is confirmed ; wherefore, befides what is above-mentioned
out of the Fathers, whom all pretend to Reverence, and thofe of
Luther and Melanéthon, 1 fhall deduce yet one obfervable Teftimony
out of Calvin, becaufe not a few of the Followers of his Dodirine do
refufe and deride (and that, as it is to be feared, becaufe of their own
Non-experience thereof) this Way of the Spirit’s In-dwelling, as un-
certain and dangerous; that fo, if neither the Teftimony of the
Scripture, nor the Sayings of others, nor right Reafon can move
them, they may at leaft be reproved by the Words of their own Ma-
fter, who faith in the third Book of his Inftitutions, Cap. 2. on this
wife:

‘“ But they alledge, it is a bold Prefumption for any to pretend to an un- guyyiq of the
“ doubted Knowledge of God's Will; which (faith he) I thould grant unto e/t of the

. . . Spirit’s In-
¢ them, if we fhould afcribe fo much to ourfelves, as to fubjeét the duwelling in us.
‘“ Incomprehenfible Counfel of God to the Rafhnefs of our Under-
* ftandings. But while we fimply fay, with Paul, that we have re-
D2 ““ cewed
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ceived not the Spirit of this World, but the Spirit which is of God; by whofe
Teaching we know thofe Things that are given us of God, what
can they prate againft it, without reproaching the Spirit of God?
For if it be an horrible Sacrilege to accufe any Revelation coming

* from him, either of a Lie, of Uncertainty or Ambiguity, in aflert-
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ing its Certainty, wherein do we offend? But they cry out, That
it is not without great Temerily, that we dare fo boaft of the Spirit of Chrift.
Who would believe that the Sottifhnefs of thefe Men were fo great,
who would be efteemed the Mafters of the World, that they {fhould
fo fail in the firft Principles of Religion? Verily I could not be-
lieve it, if their own Writings did not teftify fo much. Paul ac-
counts thofe the Sons of God, who are actuated by the Spirit of God; but
thefe will have the Children of God actuated by their own Spirits,
without the Spirit of God. He will have us call God Father, the
Spirit ditating that Term unto us, which only can witnefs to our
Spirits, that we are the Sons of God. Thefe, though they ceafe not
to call upon God, do neverthelefs difmifs the Spirit, by whofe guid-
ing he is rightly to be called upon. He denies them to be the
Sons of God, or the Servants of Chrift, who are not led by his Spirit;
but thefe feign a Chriftianity that needs not the Spirit of Chrift.
He takes away the Hope of a blefled Refurreétion, unlels we feel the
Spirit refiding in us; but thefe feign a Hope without any fuch a
Feeling ; but perhaps they will anfwer, that they deny not but that
it is neceflary to have it, only of Modefty and Humility we ought
to deny and not acknowledge it. What means he then, when he
commands the Corinthians to Try themfelves, if they be in the Faith;
to Examine themfelves, whether they have Chrift, whom whofoever
acknowledges not dwelling in him, is a Reprobate? By the Spirit
which he hath given us, faith Fohn, we know that he abideth in us. And
what do we then elfe but call in queftion Chrift’s Promife, while
we would be efteemed the Servants of God, without his Spirit,
which he declared he would pour out upon all his? Seeing thefe Things
are the firlt Grounds of Piety, it is miferable Blindnefs to accufe

‘“ Chriftians
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“ Chriftians of Pride, becaule they dare glory of the Prefence of the Without the
‘e Sp’irit ; without which Glorying, Chriftianity itfelf could not be.f“zﬁireltéli'igi,
‘“ But by their Example they declare, how truly Chrift fpake, faying, i::;ftey mufl
““ That this Spirit was unknown to the World, and that thofe only
“ acknowledged it, with whom it remains.” Thus far Calvin.

If therefore it be fo, Why fhould any be {fo foolifh as to deny, or
fo unwife as not to feek after this Spirit, which Chrift hath pro-
mifed fhall dwell in his Children? They then that do fuppofe the
Indwelling and Leading of his Spirit to be ceafed, muft alfo fuppofe
Chriflianity to be ceafed, which cannot fubfift without it.

Thirdly, What the Work of this Spirit is, 1s partly before thewn, which
Chrift comprifeth in two or three Things, He will guide you into all Query 1L
Truth ; He will teach you all Things, and bring all T/zz'ngs to your Remem- %% Zos/flfe
brance. Since Chrift hath provided forus fo good an Infirudor, Whnggilr:iﬁ .
need we then lean {fo much to thofe Traditions and Commandments and 14. 6.
of Men, wherewith fo many Chrifians have burthened themfelves?
Why need we fet up our own carnal and corrupt Reafon for a Guide
to us, in Matters fpiritual, as fome will needs do? May it not be 7, Spirit the
complained of all fuch, as the Lord did of old, cdncerning Ifrael, by Guide.
the Prophets, Fer. 11. 13. For.my Peaple have committed two Evils, they have
Jorfaken me, the Fountain of Living Water ; and hewed them out Cifterns,
broken Ciflerns, that can hold no Water? Have not many forfaken, do
not many deride and rejedt, this Inward and Immediate Guide, this
Spirit, that leads into all Truth; and caft up to themfelves other
Ways, broken Ways indeed, which have not all this While brought
them out of the Flefh, nor out of the World, nor from under the
Dominion of their own Lufts and finful Affections; whereby Truth,
which is only rightly learned by this Spirit, is fo much a Stranger
in the Earth? .

From all then that hath been mentioned concerning this Promife,
and thefe Words of Chrift, it will follow, That Chriftians are always 4 perpétual

z0 be led inwardly and immediately by the Spirit of God dwelling gﬁf‘f@ﬁ’r‘zh

in and People.
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in them; and that the fame is a ftanding and perpetual Ordinance,
as well to the Church in general in all Agés, as to every Individual
Member in particular; as appears from this Argument:

The Promifes of Chrift to his Children are Yea and 4men, and can-
not fail, but muft of Neceflity be fulfilled.

But Chrift hath promifed, That the Comforter, the Holy Ghofl, the
Spirit of Truth, fhall abide with his Children for ever, thall dwell with
them, fhall be in them, fhall lead them into all Truth, fhall teach
them all Things, and bring all Things to their Remembrance :

Therefore, The Comforter, the Holy Ghofl, the Spirit of Truth, his
abiding with his Children, &¢. is Yea and Amen, &c.

Again: No Man is redeemed from the Carnal Mind, which is at
Enmity with God, which is not fubje&t to the Law of God, neither
can be; no Man is yet in the Spirit, but in the Flefh, and cannot
pleafe God; except he in whom the Spirit of God dwells.

But every true Chriftian is in meafure redeemed from the Carnal
Mind, is gathered out of the Enmity, and can be fubjed to the Law
of God; is out of the Flefh, and in the Spirit, the Spirit of God
dwelling in him : '

Therefore every true Chriftian hath the Spirit of God dwelling in

him.

Again: Whofocver hath not the Spirit of Chrift, is none of lis; that is,
no Child, no Friend, no Difeiple of Chrift.

But every true Chriftian is a Child, a Friend, a Difciple of Chrifl:

Therefore every true Chriflian hath the Spirit of Chrift.

Moreover: Whofoever is the Temple of the Holy Ghoff, in him the
Spirit of God dwelleth and abideth.

But every true Chriftian is the Temple of the Holy Ghoft :

Therefore in every true Chriftian the Spirit of God dwelleth and
abideth.

But to conclude: He in whom the Spirit of God dwelleth, it is |
not in him a lazy, dumb, ufelefe Thing; but it moveth, a&uateth, go-

verneth,
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verneth, infirudieth, and teacheth him all Things, whatfoever are need-
ful for him to know; yea, bringeth all Things to his Remembrance.

But the Spirit of God dwelleth in every true Chriftian:

Therefore the Spirit of God leadeth, inftrudteth, and teacheth
every true Chriftian whatfoever is needful for him to know.

§. XI. But there are fome that will confefls, That the Spirit doth now Obje.
lead and influence the Saints, but that he doth it only Subjeclively, or in a blind
Manner, by enlightening their Underflandings, to underfland and believe the Truth
delivered in the Scriptures; but not at all by prefenting thofe Truths to the Mind,
by Way of Objeit, and this they call, Medium incognitum Affentiendi, as that
of whofe working a Man is not _fenfible.

This Opinion, though fomewhat more tolerable than the former, Anfw.
is neverthelefs not altogether according to Truth, neither doth it
reach the Fulnefs of it.

1. Becaufe there be many Truths, which, as they are applicable to 4.
Particulars and Individuals, and moft needful to be known by them,
are in no-wife to be found in the Scripture, as in the following Pro-
pofition fhall be thewn.

Befides, the Arguments already adduced do prove, that the Spirit

doth not only Subjectively help us to difcern Truths elfewhere delivered,
but alfo Objectively prefent thofe Truths to our Minds. For that which
teacheth me all Things, and is given me for that End, without doubt
prefents thofe Things to my Mind which it teacheth me. It is not
{aid, It fhall teach you how to underftand thofe Things that are written; but,
It fhall teach you all Things. Again, that which brings all Things to my
Remembrance, muft needs prefent them by Way of Objedt; elfe it
were improper to fay, It brought them to my Remembrance; but
only, that it helpeth to remember the Objelts brought from elfe-
where.

My fecond Argument fhall be drawn from the Nature of the New Arg. 2.
Covenant; by which, and thofe that follow, I fhall prove that we are
led by the Spirit, both Immediately and Objectively. The Nature of the
New Covenant is exprelled in divers Places: And

Firft,
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Proof 1.

The Leadings
of the Spirit.

1. Immedi-
ately.

2. Objec-
tively.

Proof 2.

PROPOSITION II

Firlt, Ifa. lix. 21. 4s for me, this is my Covenant with them, faith the Lord, My
Spirit that is upon thee, and my Words which I have put into thy Mouth, fhall not
depart out of thy Mouth, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth
of thy Seed’s Seed, faith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. By the latter
Part of this is {fufficiently exprefled the Perpetuity and Continuance
of this Promife, It fhall not depart, [aith the Lord, from henceforth and for
ever. In the former Part is the Promife itfelf, which is the Spirit of
God being upon them, and the Words of God being put into.their
Mouths.

Firft, This was Immediate, for there is no Mention made of any Me-
dium; he faith not, I fhall by the Means of fuch and fuch Writings
or Books, convey fuch and fuch Words into your Mouths; but My
Words, I, even I, faith the Lord, have put into your Mouths.

Secondly, This muft be Objectively ; for [the Words put into the Mouth]
are the Object prefented by him. He faith not, The Words which ye
fhall fee written, my Spirit fhall only enlighten your Underftandings
to aflent unto; but pofitively, My Words, which I have put into thy
Mouth, &c. From whence I Argue thus:

Upon whom{oever the Spirit remaineth always, and putteth Words
into his Mouth, him doth the Spirit teach Immediately, Objeclively, and
Continually.

But the Spirit is always upon the Seed of the Righteous, and put-
teth Words into their Mouths, neither departeth from them :

Therefore the Spirit teacheth the Righteous Immediately, Objeétively,
and Continually.

Secondly, The Nature of the New Covenant is yet more amply ex-
prefled, Fer. xxxi. 33. which is again repeated and re-aflerted, by the
Apoftle, Heb. viii. 10, 11. in thele Words, For this is the Covenant that I
will make with the Houfe of Ifrael, after thofe Days, Jaith the Lord, I will put
my Laws into their Minds, and write them in their Hearts, and I will be to them
a God, and they fhall be to me a People.  And they fhall not teach every Man
his Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, [aying, Know the Lord; Jor they
JShall all know me from the leaft to the greateft.

The
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The Object here is God's Law placed in the Heart, and written in
the Mind; from whence they become God’s People, and are brought
truly to know him.

In this then is the Law diftinguifhed from the Gofpel; the Law be- Z; Zzele)rz;#t”;;eme
fore was outward, written in Tables of Stone; but now is inward, gumward and
written in the Heart : Of old the People depended upon their Priefts for frwaré Law.
the Knowledge of God, but now they have all a certain and fenfible
Knowledge of Him; concerning which Augufline {peaketh well, in
his Book De Litera & Spiritu; from whom Adquinas firft of all {feems to
have taken Occafion to move this Queftion, Whether the New Law be a
written Law, or an Implanted Law; Lex fcripta, vel Lex indita? 'Which he
thus refolves, Affirming, That the New Law, or Gofpel, is not properly a
Law written, as the Old was, but Lex indita, an Implanted Law; and
that the old Law was written without, but the new Law is written within, on
the Table of the Heart.

How much then are they deceived, who, inftead of making the
Gofpel preferable to the Law, have made the Condition of fuch as
are under the Gofpel far worfe? For no Doubt it is a far better, and 7% Goper
more defirable Thing, to converfe with God Immediately, than only Me- Difpenfation

more glorious:
dutely, as being an higher and more glorious Difpenfation: And yet than that of

thefe Men acknowledge, that many under the Law had Immediate e Law.
Converle with God, whereas they now cry it is ceafed.

Again, Under the Law, there was the Holy of Holies, into which
the High Prieft did enter, and received the Word of the Lord imme-
diately from betwixt the Cherubims, fo that the People could then
certainly know the Mind of the Lord; but now, according to thefe
Men’s Judgment, we are in a far worfe Condition, having nothing
but the outward Letter of the Scripture to guefs and divine from;
concerning the Senfe or Meaning of onez Verle of which {carce two can
be found to agree. But Jefus Chrift hath promifed us better Things,
tho’ many are founwife as not to believe him, even to guide us by his
own unerring Spirit, and hath rent and removed the Veil, whereby
not only one, and that once.a Year, may enter; but all of us, at alF

E Times,
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Adrg. 3.

PROPOSITION IIL

Times, have Accefs unto him, as often as we draw near unto him with
pure Hearts: He reveals hisWill to us by his Spirit, and writes his Laws
in our Hearts. -Thefe Things then being thus premifed; I argue,

Where the Law of God is put into the Mind, and written in the
Heart, there the Obje&t of Faith, and Revelation of the Knowledge
of God, is inward, immediate, and objective.

But the Law of God is put into the Mind, and written in the
Heart of every True Chriftian, under the new Covenant:

Therefore the Objeé& of Faith, and Revelation of the Knowledge
of God to every True Chriftian, is inward, immediate, and objec-
tive.

The Affumption is the exprefs Words of Scripture: The Propofition
then muft needs be true, except that which is put into the Mind, and
written in the Heart, were either not inward, not immediate, or not ob-
Jective, which is moft abfurd.

§. XII. The third Argument is from thefe Words of Fokn, 1 Fohn ii.

The dnointing Ner, 97. But the Anointing, which ye have received of him, abideth in you,

recommended,
as,

Common.

2.
Certain.

and ye need not that any Man teach you: But the fame Anointing teacheth you
of all T/eings, and is Truth, and is no Lie; and even as it hath taught you,
ye_fhall abide in him.

Firfl, This could not be any {pecial, peculiar, or extraordinary
Privilege, but that which is common to all the Saints, it being a
general Epiftle, direted to all them of that Age.

Secondly, The Apoitle propofeth this Anointing in them, as a more
certain Touch-ftone for them to difcern and try Seducers by, even than
his own Writings; for having in the former Verfe faid, that he had
written fome Things to them concerning f{uch as feduced them, he
begins the next Verfe, But the Anointing, &c. and ye need not that any
Man teach you, &c. which infers, that having faid to them what can
be faid, he refers them for all to the inward Anointing, which
teacheth all Things, as the moft firm, conftant, and certain Bulwark,
againft all Seducers.

And
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And Lgflly, That it is a lafting and continuing Thing; the Anoint- 5.
ing which abideth. If it had not been to abide in them, it could not Lafting.
have taught them all Things, neither guarded them againft all
Hazard. From which I argue thus,

He that hath an Anointing abiding in him, which teacheth him
all Things, fo that he needs no Man to teach him, hath an inward
and immediate Teacher, and hath fome Things inwardly and imme-
diately Revealed unto him.

But the Saints have {uch an Anointing:

Therefore, &«.

I could prove this Doctrine from many more Places of Scripture,
which for Brevity’s Sake I omit; and now come to the fecond Part
of the Propofition, where the Objections ufually formed againft it are
anfwered. .

§. XIII. The moft ufual is," That thefe Revelations are uncertain. Obje&.

But this befpeaketh much Ignarance in the Oppofers; for we Anfw.
diflinguifh between the Thefis and the Hypothefis; that is, between the
Propofition and Suppofition.  For it is one Thing to afhirm, that the true
and undoubted Revelation of God's Spirit is certain and infallible; and ano-
ther Thing to affirm, that this or that particular Perfon, or People, is
led infallibly by this Revelation, in what they {peak or write, be-
caufe they afhirm themfelves to be fo led, by the inward and imme-
diate Revelation of the Spirit. The firft is only aflerted by us; the
latter may be called in queftion. The Queftion is not, Who are, or
are not fo led? But, Whether all ought not, or may not be {o led?

Seeing then we have already proved, that Chrift hath promifed 5, Certainty
his Spirit to lead his Children, and that every one of them both g;f;ﬂié’;;:;
ought and may be led by it; if any depart from this certain Guide yes.
in Deeds, and yet in Words pretend to be led by it, into Things that
are not good, it will not from thence follow, that the true Guidance
of the Spirit is uncertain, or ought not to be followed; no more than
it will follow, that the Sun fheweth not Light, becaufe a Blind Man,

or one who wilfully fhuts his Eyes, falls into a Ditch at Noon-day
E 2 for
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for want of Light; or that no Words are f{poken, becaufe a Deaf
Man hears them not; or that a Garden full of fragrant Flowers has
no fweet Smell, becaufe he that has loft his Smelling doth not Smell
it. The Fault then is in the Organ, and not in the Object.

All thefe Miftakes therefore are to be afcribed to the Weaknefs or
Wickednefs of Men, and not to that Holy Spirit. Such as bend
themfelves mofl againft this certain and infallible Teftimony of the
Spirit, ufe commonly to alledge the Example of the old Gnoflicks, and
the late Monftrous and Mifchievous Adtings of the Anabaptifis of Mun-
Sler; all which toucheth us nothing at all, neither weakens a Whit
our moft true Doétrine. Wherefore, as a moft fure Bulwark againft
fuch Kind of Aflaults, was fubjoined that other Part of our Propo-
fition, thus; Moreover thefe Divine and Inward Revelations, which we eftab-
lyh, as abfolutely neceffary for the founding of the True Faith, as they do not,
Jo neither can they at any Time contradict the Scriptures Tefimony, or found -
Reafon.

ByExperience.  Befides the intrinfick and undoubted Truth of this Affertion, we
can boldly aflirm it, from our certain and bleffed Experience. For
this Spirit never deceived us, never acted nor moved us to any Thing
that was amifs; but is clear and manifeft in its Revelations, which
are evidently difcerned by us, as we wait in that pure and undefiled
Light of God, that proper and fit Organ, in which they are received.
Therefore if any reafon after this Manner,

That becaufe fome Wicked, Ungodly, Devilifh Men, have committed wicked
Actions, and have yet more wickedly afferted, that they were led into thefe Things
by the Spirit of God:

Therefore, No Man ought to lean to the Spirit of God, or Jeek to be led
by it;

The dpfurdity 1 utterly deny the Confequence of this Propofition ; which, were it

Zf;;;‘fe_co” “ to be received as true, then would all Faith in God, and Hope of Sal-
vation, become uncertain, and the Chriflian Religion be turned into mere
Scepticifm.  For after the fame Manner I might reafon thus:

Becaufe Eve was deceived by the Lying of the Serpent:

Therefore
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Therefore fhe ought not to have trufted to the Promife of God.
Becaufe the old World was deluded by Evil Spirits:
Therefore ought néither\ Noah, nor Abraham, nor Mofes, to have
trufted the Spirit of the Lord.
Becaufe a lying Spirit {pake through the Four Hundred Prophets,
that perfuaded 4kab to go up and fight at Ramoth Gilead:
Therefore the Teftimony of the frue Spirit in Micaiah was uncertain,
and dangerous to be followed.
Becaufe there were feducing Spirits crept into the Church of old:
Therefore it was not good, or it is uncertain, to follow the 4noint-
ing, which taught all Things, and is Truth, and is no Lie.
Who dare fay, that this is a neceffary Confequence? Moreover,
not only the Faith of the Saints, and Church of God of old, is here-
by rendered uncertain, but alfo the Faith of all Sorts of Chriftians
now 1is liable to the like Hazard, even of thofe who feek a Founda-
tion for their Faith elfewhere than from the Spirit. For I fhall prove
by an ineyitable Argument, ab Incommodo, i. e. from the Inconveni-
ency of it, that if the Spirit be not to be followed upon that Account,
and that Men may not depend upon it, as their Guide, becaufe {fome,
while pretending thereunto, commit great Evils; that then, neither
Tradition, nor the Scriptures, nor Reafon, which the Papifts, Proteflants
and Socinians, do refpectively make the Rule of their Faith, are any
Whit more certain. The Romanyfls reckon it an Error to celebrate 1. Infances
Eqfler any other Ways than that Church doth. This can only be de- of Tradition.
cided by Tradition. And yet the Greek Church, which equally lay-
eth Claim to Tradition with herfelf, doth it otherwife. Yea, fo little g qp. s
effe¢tual is Tradition to decide the Cafe, that Polycarpus, the Difciple ! E“léf Lib. 5.
of Fohn, and Anicetus, the Bifhop of Rome, who immediately fucceeded
them, according to whofe Example both Sides concluded the Queftion
ought to bedecided, could not agree. Here of Neceflity one of them muft
Err, and that following Tradition. Would the Papifts now judge we
dealt fairly by them, if we fhould thence aver, that Tradition is not
to be regarded? Befides, in a Matter of far greater Importance, the

fame
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fame Difficulty will occur, to wit, in the Primacy of the Bifthop of
Rome; for many doaffirm, and that by Tradition, Thatin the firflt Six
Hundred Years the Roman Prelates never aflumed the Title of Univer-
'fal Shepherd, nor were acknowledged as fuch. And as that which
altogether overturneth this Prefidency, there are that alledge, and
that from Tradition alfo, That Peter never {faw Rome; and that there-
fore the Bifhop of Rome cannot be his Succeflor. Would ye Romany/s
think this found Reafoning, to fay as you do?

Many have been deceived, and erred griveoufly, in trufling to
Tradition :

Therefore we ought to reje&t all Traditions, yea, even thofe by
which we affirm the contrary, and, as we think, prove the Truth.

Laflly, In the * Council of Florence, the chief Doctors of the Romifh
and Greek Churches did debate whole Seflions long, concerning the
Interpretation of one Sentence of the Council of Ephefus, and of Epi-
phanius, and Bafilius, neither could they ever agree about it.

Secondly, As to the Scripture, the fame Difficulty occurreth: The
Lutherans afhrm they believe Confubftantiation by the Scripture;
which the Calvinifls deny, as that which, they fay, according to the
fame Scripture, is a grofs Error. The Calvinifls again afirm abjolute
Predeflination, which the Arminiansdeny, afirming the contrary; where-
in both afhrm themfelves to be ruled by the Scripture and Reafon in
the Matter. Should I argue thus then to the Calvinifls?

Here the Lutherans and Arminians grofly err, by following the Scrip-
ture :

Therefore the Scripture is not a good nor certain Rule; and ¢
condrario.

Would either of them accept of this Reafoning as good and found?
What fhall I fay of the Epifcopalians, Prefbyterians, Independents, and
Anabaptifis of Great Britain, who are continually buffeting one ano-
ther with the Scripture? To whom the fame Argument might be
alledged, though they do all unanimoully acknowledge it to be the
Rule.

And
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And Thirdly, As to Reafon, I fhall not need to fay much; for ;. 0f Reafin.
whence come all the Controverfies, Contentions and Debates in the The Debates
World, but becaufe every Man thinks he follows right Reafon?{fﬁ%ﬁ%’éﬁi
Hence of old, came the Jangles between the Stoicks, Platonifls, Peripa- j“a’j})‘fwl;‘s‘fp hilo-
teticks, Pythagoreans, and Cynicks, as of late betwixt the Ariflotelians,
Cartefians, and other Naturalifts: Can it be thence inferred, or will
the Socinians, thofe great Reafoners, allow 