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PREFACE. 

THE reader has a rig'llt to know what degree or 

credit is dne to the following narrative; and it is the 

object or this preface to give him that satisfaction. 

It was in the summer of t805 that the design ofwritiBg 

this bi~OTI.phy was first conceived. It was produced by 

an incident of feeling, which however it atrected the au· 

thor at the time, might now, be thought light and tri. 

vial by the reader; and he shall not therefore, be de. 

tained by the recital of it. The author knew nothing 

'Of Mr. Henry, personally. He had never seen him; 

and was of course, compelled to rely wholly on the 

information of others. As soon, therefore, as the design 

was formed of writing his life, aware of the necessity of 

losing no time, in collecting from the few remaining co· 

evals or Mr. Henry, that personal knowledge of the 

subject which might erelong be expected to die with 

them, the author despatched letters to every quarter of , 
the state in which it occurred to him as probable, that 

interesting matter migld be found; and be was gratified 

by the prompt attention which was paid to his inquiries. 
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There were at that time, living in the county of Ha· 

nover, three gentlemen of the Irst respectability, who 

had been the companions of Mr. Henry's childhood and 

youth: these were, col. Oharles Dabney, capt. George 

Dabney, and col. William O. Winston; the two first of 

whom are still living. Not having the pleasure of a 

personal acquaintance with these gentlemen, the author 

interested the late ~Ir. Nathaniel Pope in his object, 

and by his instrumentality, procured all the useful in

formation which wu in their possession. Mr. Pope is 

well known to have been a gentleman of uncommonly 

vigorous and discriminating mind; a sacred observer of 

truth, and a man of the purest sense of honour. The 

author cannot recal the memory of this most amiable 

and excel1ent man, to whom (if there be any melit in 

this work) the friends of Mr. Henry and the state of Vir. 

ginia owe. so many obligations, without paying to that 

rev~red memory, the tribute of his respect and aft'ection. 

Mr. Pope was one of fhose ardent young Virginians, 

who embarked, before they had attained their maturity, in 

the cause of the AmeriCan revolution: he joined an ani. 

mated and active corps of horse, and signalized himself 

by an impetuous gallantry, which drew upon him the 

eyes and the applause of his commander. In peace, he 

was as mil.} as he. had been bran in war; bis bosom 
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was replete with the kindest a:trections; .he was in 

troth, one of the best of companions, and one of the 

warmest of friends. The fact, that he was the acknow. 

ledged head of the several bars at which he practised 

in the country, may assure the reader of his capacity 

for the commission which he so eheerfully nndertook, in 

regard to Mr. Henry; and the nnblemished integrity of 

his life may assure him also, of the fidelity with which 

that commission was executed. 80 many important 

anecdotes in the following work, depend on the credit 

of this gentleman as a witness, that the slight sketclt 

which has been given 01 his character will not, it is 

hoped, be thought foreign to the purpose of this pre. 

face. Mr. Pope did not confine his inquiries to the 

~nnty of Hanover: he was indefatigable in collecting 

inf~rmation from every quarter; which he never. ac· 

cepted however, bnt from the pnrest sources; and his 

authority for every, incident was given, with the most 

&CI'Upulons accuracy. The anthor had hoped to have 

had it in his power to gratify this gentleman by sub. 

mitting to his view the joint result of their labours, and 

obtaining the benetlt of his last corrections; but he was 

disappointed by his nntimely and melancholy death. 

He fell a victim to that savage practice, which nnder 

Ute false name <.>f bonour~ continued to prevail too long; 
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and his death ia believed to have beell highly instru

mental in hastening that system of legislation in re

straint o( this practice, w ruch now exists in Virginia. 

Besides the contribntions rumished by Mr. Pope, the 

writer derived material aid from various other quarte1'8. 

The widow o( Mr. Heary was still living, and had in

termanied with judge Winston: (rom this gentleman, 

(who was also related to Mr. Henry by blood, and had 

been intimately acquainted with him through the far 

greater part of his life) the author received a succinct, 

but extremely accun.te and comprehensive memoir. 

Col. Meredith of Amherst, was a few years older 

than Mr. Henry, had been raised in the same neigh

bourhood, and had finally manied one o( his sisters. 

Having known Mr. Henry, (rom his birth to his death, 

he"lIad it in his power to supply very copious details, 

which were taken down from his narration by the p~

sent judge Cabell, and forwarded to the author. 

One or the most intimate and confidential friends of 

Mr. Henry, was the late judge Tyler. The judge had 

a kind of Roman frankness and even bluntness in llis 

manners, tQgether with tL decision of character and a be

nevolence o( spirit, which had attached Mr. Henry to 

him, from his :first appearance on the public stage. 

They were, for a leng time, members of the house of 
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delegatee together, and their frielldlbip ceniiaued until 

it was sevemd by deaih. From judge Tyler, the au· 

thor received a very minute and interestm,; comlDunica· 

tion ftf iDCitlenu, the whole of wlUch had either passed 

ill his own presence, or had been related to him by Mr. 

HeD.rJ himself. , 
Tb8 writer is indebted to judge Tucker for two or 

three ofw. best incidents; one of them will probably, 
,/ 

he pronounced the most interesting pass~ of the work. 

Be owes to the same gentleman~, the fullest and live. 
/' 

liest description of the person of Mr. Henry, which has 

been furnished from any quarter: and he stands farther 

indebted to him for a rare and (to the purpose of this 

work) a very importaat book; the journals of the house 

of burgesses for the years t 763-4--6-6 and 7. 

FlODl judge Roane, the author bas received one of the 

&.ire.t and most satisfactory comJD11Ilications that has 

'been made to him; and the vigour Illd ele§&Dce with 

which that gentleman writes, has frequently enabletl 

the author, to relieve the dulness of his own narrative, 

by extracts from his statements. 

Mr. Jeft"erson too, has exercised bis well known 

kindness and candour on this occasion; having not only 

fayoored the author with a very full coiDJDunication in 

the first instance ; but assisted him, subsequently and ~. 
,b 
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peatedly, with his able counsel, in recoaciling apparent 

contradictions, ad clearing away dilBculties of fact. 

Besides these statements, drawn from the memory of 

his correspondents, the writer was favoured by the late 

govemor Page, with the reading of a pretty extended 

sketch which he had, himself, prepared of the life of 

Mr. Henry: and he has, furthermore, availed himself 

of the kind permission of Mr. Peyton Randolph, to 

-examine an extremely valuable manuscript history of 

Virginia, written by his father, the late Mr. Edmund 

Randolph; which embraces the whole period of Mr. 

Henry's public life. 

In addition to the&e stores of ~formation, the author 

has had the good fortune to procure complete ft.les of the 

public newspapers, reaching from the year t 76t; down 

to the close of the American revolution; by these, he 

has been enabled to correct, in some important instances, 

the memory of his correspondents, in relati?n not only 

to dates, but to facts themselves. 

He has been fortunate too, in having procured seve· 

ral original letters which shed much light on important 

and hitherto disputed facts, in the life of Mr. Henry. 

The records of the general court, and the archives or 
the state having been convenient to the author, and al. 

ways open to him, he has endea.voured assiduously 
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and carefully, to avail himself of that certain and per

manent evidence which they aWord; and has been ena

bled, by this means, as the reader will discover, to cor

rect some strange mistakes in historical facts. 

The author's correspondents will find, that he has de

parted in some instances, from their respective state

ments; and he owes them an explanation for having 

done so : the explanation is this ; their statements were, 

in several instances, diametrically opposed to each 

other; and were sometimes, all contradicted by the 

public prints, or the records of the state. It ought Bot 

to be matter of surprise that these contradictions should 

exist, even among those most respectable gentlemen, re

lying as they did, upon human memory merely; and 

speaking of events so very remote, without a previous 

opportunity of communicating with each other. It 

will be seen by them, that . the au~hor has been obliged 

in seve1'l\l instances, to contradict even the several his

tories of the times, concerning which he writes: but this 

he has never done, without the most decisive proofs of' 

his own correctness, which he has always cited: nor has 

he ever departed from the narratives of his several cor

respondents, except under the direction of preponderat

ing evidence. As among those contradictory statements, 

aU could not be true, he has sought the correction by 
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public dooam8nts when such correction wu 'attainable; 

and when it wu not, he has selected alBong his 11&1'. 

raton, tholle, whose opportunities to know the fact in 

question, seemed to be the best. l.·his he has done, 

without the slightest intention to throw a shadow of aus
picion on the credit of any gentleman, who has been 10 

obliging as to answer his inquiries; but merely from the 

necessity which he was under, either of making .ome 
.election, or abandoning the work altogether; and be .. 

cause he knew of no better rule of selectiun, than that 

which he has adopted. 

Although it has been 80 long since the collection of 

these materials was begun, it was not until the summer 

of tSf 4 that the lut communication was received. Evea 

ijJ.en, when the author sat down to the task of embody

ing his materials, there were 80 many intricacies to dis. 

entangle, and 80 many inconsistencies, from time to time, 

to explain and aettle, and that too, through the tedious 

agency of cross-mails, that his progress was continually 

impeded, and has been, to him, most painfully, retarded. 

Other caU8el too, have contributed to delay the pub

lication. The anthor is a practising lawyer; and the 

courts which'he attends, keep him perpetually ad ex .. 

clusively occupied, in that attendance, through tea 

months of the year: nor does tbe summer recess, of 
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two months, doni a remislion from profenional la

boor. h V~ tlle duties of attorney, counsellor, 

conveyaocer, and advocate, are all penOl'lDed by the 

same individual; hence the lUDUIler vacation, instead of 

being a time of leisure, is not only the 18uon of prep ... 

ation for the approaching courts, but is subject more

over, to a perpetual recurrence of what are here called 

uJics duties, which renden a steady application to anr 

other subject impolsible. 

Theee sketches, are now submitted to the public, 

with unaJrected diftldence; not of the facts which ther 

detail, for on them, the author has the flnnest reliance; , 
but of the manner in which he has been able to accom. 

plish his undertaking. For (to say nothing of his inex. 

perience and want of ability for such a work) he haa 

lleen compelled to write (when he was sul'ered. to write 

at all) amidst that incessant pl'Ofe&lional annoyance 

which has been mentioned, and which is known by 

every man, who has ever made the trial, to forbid the 

hope of success in any composition of this extent. Could 

the writer have looked forward, with any reasonable 

ealculation, to a period of greater ease, his respect for 

the memory of Mr. Henry, as well as his regard for 

IUmself, would have induced him to suspend this under. 

taking, until that period should have arrived. But hav. 



ing no ground for any hope of this kind, he has thought 

it better to hazard even these crude sketches, than to 

suffer the materials which he had accumulated with 80 

much toil, and for a~ object which he thought 80 lauda. 

ble, to perish on his hands. 

'rhese remarks are not made with the view of depre. 

cating the censures of critics by proCession: bnt merely 

to bespeak the candour of that larger portion of readers 

who are willing to be pleased with'~ best efforts that 

can be reasonably expected, from the circumstances of 

the case. The author however, is well satisfied, that 

the most indulgent reader (although benevolently dis. 

posed to overlook defects oC execution) will be certainly 

disappointed in the matter itself, oC this work; for not. 

withstanding aU his exertions, he is entirely conscious 

that the materials which he has been able to collect are 

scanty and meagre, and utterly disproportionate to the 

great fame of Mr. Henry. It is probable, that much of 

what was once known of him, had perished beCore the 

author commenced his researches; and it is very possible 

that much may still be known, which he has not been 

able to discover; because it lies in unsuspected sources, 

or with persons unwilling Cor some reason or other; to 

communicate their information. It is the conviction that 

he has not been able to inform himself oC the whole 
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events of Mr. Henry's life, and that his collection can 

be considered only as so many detached SKETCHES, 

which has induced him to prefix this name to his book. 

If, in this humble and unassuming character, it shall give 

any pleasure to the numerous admirers of Mr. Henry, 

in Virginia, the author will have attained all that he has 

a right to expect. 

I _ / _ I 1--- --
mCRKOND, VrullIU,l ~. LA.) AJ7. -; 

Sep," 5th, 1817. S - ., 
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SKETCHES 
OF THE 

LIFE OF PATRICK HENRY. 

SECTION I. 

PATRICK HENRY, the second son of John and \ 
Sarah Henry, and one of nine children, was bom on the 
!9th of May 1786, at the family seat, called Studley, in I 
the county of Hanover and colony of Virginia. In his· ! 
early childhood, his parents removed to another seat in I 
the same county, then called Mount Brilliant, now the I 
Retreat; at which latter place, Patrick Henry was raised 
and educated His parents, though not rich, were in 
easy circumstances; and, in point of personal character, 
were among the most respectable inhabitants of the co
lony. 

, 
\ 
\ 

His father, coL John Henry, was a native of Aberdeen, 
in Scotland. He was, it is said, a first cousin to David 
Henry, who was the brother-in-law and successor of 
Edward Cave, in the publication of that celebrated work, 
The Gentleman's Magazine, and, himself, the author of 
several literary tracts: John Henry, is, also said to have 
been a· nephew, in the matemalline, to the great histo
rian Dr. William Robertson. He came over to Virginia, 
in quest of fortune, some time prior to the year 1780, and I 
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the tradition is, that he enjoyed the friendship and patron
age of Mr. Dinwiddie, afterwards the governor of the 
colony. By this gentleman, it is reported, that he was 
introduced to the elder coL Syme of Hanover, in whose 
family, it is certain, that he became domesticated dur
ing the life of that gentleman, after whose death, he 
intermarried with his widow, and resided on the estate 
which he had left. It is considered as a fair proof of the 
personal merit of Mr. John Henry, that, in those days, 
when offices were bestowed with peculiar caution, he 
was the colonel of his regiment, the principal surveyor of 
the county, and for many years, the presiding magistrate 
of the county court. His surviving acquaintances con
cur in stating, that he was a man of liberal education, 
that he possessed a plain, yet solid understanding; and liv
ed long a life of the most irreproachable integrity, and ex
emplary piety. His brother Patrick, a clergyman of the 
church of England, followed him to this country some 
years afterwards; and became, by his influence, the miDis
ter of St. Paul's parish in Hanover, the functions of which 
office he sustained throughout life with great respecta
bility. Both the brothers were zealous members of the 
established church, and warmly attached to the reigning 
family. Col. John HenlY was conspicuously so: "there 
are those yet alive," says a correspondent," "who have 
seen him, at the head of his regiment, celebrating the 
birth day of George the III. with as much enthusiasm, 
as his son Patrick, afterwards, displayed, in resisting the 
encroachment of that monarch. "t 

Mrs. Henry, the widow of col. Syme, as we have seen~ 

• Mr. Pope. in 1805. 
t Mr. Burk's account of Mr. Henry is extremely careless and fun of er

rol'll. He begins by making him the Bon of his uncle: "Patric/c 1Imrr. the 
son of a Scotch gentleman of 'Ae ,ame name. &c." 3d voJ. of the History of 
Virginia, page 309. 
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and the mother of Patrick Henry, was a native ofHano
ver County, and of the family of Winstons. She pos
sessed, in an eminent degree, the mild anJ benevolent 
disposition, the undeviating probity, the correct under
standing and easy elocution by which that ancient family 
has been so long distinguished. Her brother William, 
the father of the present judge Winston, is said to have 
been highly endowed with that peculiar cast of elo
quence, for which Mr. Henry became, afterwards, 80 

justly celebrated. CIf this gentleman I have an anec
dote from a cgrrespondent, I< which I shall give in his 
own words. ~ I have often heard my father, who was 
intimately acquainted with this William Winston, say, 
that he was the greatest orator whom he ever heard, 
Patrick Henry excepted)hat during the last French and 
Indian war, and soon acfer Braddock's defeat, when the 
militia were marched to the frontie~ of Virginia, against 
the enemy, this William Winston was the lieutenant of a 
company; that the men, who were indifferently clothed, 
without tents, and exposed to the rigour and inclemency of 
the weather, discovered great aversion to the service, and 
were anxious and even clamorous to return to their fami
lies; when this William Winston, mounting a stump, (the 
common ~m, you know, of the field orator of Virgi
nia,) addressed them with such keenness of invective, and 
declaimed with such force of eloquence, on liberty and 
patriotism, that when he concluded, the general cry was, 
'let us march on; lead us against the enemy;' and they 
were now willing, nay anxious to encounter all those dif
ficulties and dangers, which, but a few moments before, 
had almost produced a mutiny." 

Thus much I have been able to collect of the parent-

• ~fr. Pope. 
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lage and family ofMr. Henry; and this, I presume, wiD 
I be thought quite sufficient, in relation to a man, who 
{ owed no part of his greatness to the lustre of his pedi
\ gree, but was, in truth, the sole founder of his own 

fortunes. 
Until ten years of age, Patrick Henry was sent to 

a school in the neighbourhood, where he learned to 
read and write, and made some small progress in arith
metic. He was, then, taken home, and under the 
direction of his father, who had opened a grammar 
school in his own house, he acquired a superficial 
knowledge of the Latin language; and learned to read 
the character, but never to translate Greek. At the 
same time, he made a considerable proficiency in the 
mathematics, the only branch of education for which, 
it seems, he discovered, in his youth, the slightest pre
dilection. But he was too idle to gain any solid advan
tage from the opportunities which were thrown in his 
way. He was passionately addicted to the spom of the 
field, and could not support the confinement and toil 
which education required. Hence, instead of system 
or any semblance of regularity in his studies, his efl'om 
were always desultory, and became more and more 
rare; until, at length, when the hour of his school ex
ercises arrived, Patrick was scarcely ever to be found. 
He was in the forest with his goD, or over the, brook 
with his angle-rod ; and, in these frivolous occupations, 
when not controuled by the authority of his father, 
(which was rarely exerted,) he would, it is said, spend 
whole days and weeks, with an appetite rather whetted 
Jhan cloyed by enjoyment. . His school fellows, having 
observed his growing passion for those amusements, and 
having remarked that its progress was not checked 
either by the want of companions or the want of suc-
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cess, have frequently watched his movements to disco
ver, if they could, the secret source of that delight which 
they seemed to afford him. But they made DO disco
very which led them to any other conclusion than (to 
use their own expression) "that he loved idleness for 
its own sake." They have frequently observed him 
laying along, under the shade of some tree that over
hung the sequestered stream, watching, for hours, at 
the same spot, the motionless cork of his fishing line, 
without one encouraging symptom of success, and with
out any apparent source of enjoyment, unless he could 
find it in the ease of his posture, or in the illusions of 
hope, or, which is most probable, in the stillness of the 
scene and the silent workings of his own imagination. 

LSis love of solitude, in his youth, was often observed. 
Even when hunting with a party, his choice was not to\ 
. . the noisy band that drove the deer; he preferred to ) 
take his stand, alone, where he might wait for the pus-i 
ing game, and indulge himself, meanwhile, in the luxury! 1, 
of thinking." -;Not that ~e was averse to society; on the 
contrary,. hebad, at times, a very high zest for it But 
even in society, his enjoyments while young, were of a 
peculiar cast; he did not mix in the wild mirth of his 
equals in age; but sat, quiet and demure, taking no part 
in the conversation, giving no responsive smile to the 
circulating jest, but lost, to all appearance, in silence 
and abstraction. This abstraction,' however, was only 
apparent; for on the dispersion of a company, when in
terrogated by his parents as to what had been passing, 
he was able not only to detail the cODversation, but to 
sketch, with strict fidelity, the character of every 
speaker. None' of these early delineations of charac
ter are retained by his cotemporaries; and, indeed, 
they are said to have been more remarkable for their 
justness, than for any peculiar felicity of execution. 
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I cannot learn that he gave, in his youth, any evi
dence of that precocity which sometimes distinguishes 
uncommon genius. His companions recollect no in
stance of premature wit, no striking sentiment, no dash 
of fancy, no remarkable beauty or strength of ex
pression; and no indication, however slight, either of 
that impassioned love of liberty, or of that adventurous 
daring and intrepidity, which marked, so strongly, his 

,future character. So far was he, indeed, from exm
i biting anyone prognostic of this greatness, that every 
! omen foretold a life, at best of mediocrity, if not of in-

-f, significance. His person is represented as having been 
coarse, his manners uncommonly awkward, his dress 
slovenly, his conversation very plain, his aversion to study 
invincible, and his faculties almost entirely benumbed by 
indolence. No persuasion could bring him either to read 
or to work':'l On the contrary, he ran wild in the forest, 
like one of the aborigines of the country, and divided 
his life between the dissipation and uproar of the chaae, 
and the languor of inaction. 

His propeIisity to observe and comment upon the hu
man character; was, so far as I can learn, the only cir
cumstance, which .distinguished him, advantageously, 
from his youthful companions. This propensity seems 
to have been born with him, and to have exerted itself, 
instinctively, the moment that a new subject was pre
sented to his view. Its action was incessant, and it be
came, at length, almost the only intellectual exercise in 
which he seemed to take delight To this cause may 
be traced that consummate knowledge of the human 
heart which he finally attained, and which enabled him, 

--lwhen he came upon the public stage, to touch the springs 
v of passion with a master-hand, and to controul the reso-. 

lutions and decisions of his hearers, with a power) al
most more than mortal. 
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From what has been already stated, it wiD be seen,) 
how little education had to do with the formation of this 
great man's mind. He was, indeed, a mere child of 
nature, and nature seems to have been too proud 
and too jealous of her work, to permit it to be touch
ed by the hand of art. She gave him Shakspeare's 
genius, and bade him, like Shakspeare, to depend on 
that alone. Let not the youthful reader, however, de
duce, from the example of Mr. Henry, an argument in 
favour of indolence and the contempt of study. Let 
him remember that the powers which surmounted the 
disadvantage of those early habits, were such as very 
rarely appear upon this earth. Let him remember, 
too, how long the genius, even of Mr. Henry, was kept 
down and hidden from the public view, by the sorcery 
of those pernicious habits; through what years of 
poverty and wretchedness they doomed him to struggle; 
and, let him remember, that at length, when in the ze
nith i)f his glory,~r. Henry himself, had frequent occa
sions to deplore the consequences of his early neglect of 
literatu~e, and to bewail "the ghosts of his departed 
hours.:'J 

His father, unable to sustain, with convenience, the 
expense of so large a family as was now multiplying on 
his hands, found it necessary to qualify his sons, at a 
very early age, to support themselves. With this view, 

. Patrick was placed, at the age of fifteen, behind the 
counter of a merchant in the country. How he COB

ducted himself in this situation, I have not been able to 
learn. There could not, however, I presume, have 
been any flagrant impropriety in his conduct, since, in 
the next year, his father considered him qualified to 
carry on business, o~ his own account. Under this im
pression, he purchased a small adventure of goods for 
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his two sons, William and Patrick, and, according to 
the language of the country, "set them up in trade." 
William's habiCs of idlenesS were, tf possible, still more 
unfortunate than Patrick's. The chief management of 
their concerns devolved, therefore, on the younger bro
ther, and that management seems to have been most 
wretched. 

Left to himself, all the indolence of his character re
turned. Those unfortunate habits which he had form
ed, and whose spell was already, too strong to be bro
ken, comported very poorly with that close attention, 
that accuracy and persev~ring vigour, which are essen
tial to the merchant. The drudgery of retailing and of 
book-keeping soon became intolerable; yet he was 
obliged to preserve appearances by remaining, conti
nually, at his stand. Besides these unpropitious habits, 
there was still another obstacle to his success, in the na
tural'kindness of his temper. "He could not find it in 
his heart" to disappoint anyone who came to him for 
credit; and he was very,easily satisfied by apologies for 
non-payment. He condemned, in himself, this facility 
of temper, and foresaw the embarrassments with which 
it threatened him; but he was unable to overcome it. 
Even with the best prospects, the confinement of such 
a business would have been scarcely supportable; but 
with those which now threatened him, his store be
came a prison. To make the matter still worse, the. 
joys of the chase, joys now to him forbidden, echoed . 
around him every morning, and by their contrast, and 
the longings which they excited, contributed to deepen 
the disgust which he had taken to his employments. 

From these' painful reflections, and the gloomy fore
bodings which darkened the future, he sought, at first, 
a refuge in music, for which it seems he had a natural 
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taste, and he learned to play well on the nOD and OD 

the flute. From music he passed to books, and, having 
procured a few light and elegant authors, acquired, for 
the first time, a relish for reading • 

. He foun~~_ relief, ~J!-th.e .fmj'!.8~t .oppor- _ 
_ _ tunities now afforded him_ of.pursDiDg his fav~urite studY-
. of the hu~~ -~~~ter, The character of every cu. 

tomer underwent this scrotiny; and that, not with refer
ence eidler to the integrity or 80lvency of the individuaJ, 
in which one would suppose that Mr. Henry would feel 
himself most interested; but in relation to the structure of 
his mind, the general cast of };lis opinions, the motives 
and principles which influenced his actions, and what 
may be caned the philosophy of character. In punuing 
these investigations, he is said to have resorted to arts, 
apparently 80 far above his years, and which look 80 

much like an after-thought, resulting from his future 
eminence, that I should hesitate to make the statement, 
were it not attested by 80 many witnesses, and by some 
who cannot be suspected of the capacity for having fabri
cated the fact Their account of it, then, is this; that 
whenever a company of his customers met in the store, 
(which frequently happened on the last day of the week) 
and were, themselves, sufficiently gay and animated to 
talk and act as nature prompted, without concealment, 
without reserve, he would take no part in their discus
sions, but listen with a silence as deep and attentive, as 
if under the influence of some potent charm. If, on the 
eontrary, they were duD and silent, he would, without 
betraying his drift, task himself to set them in motion, 
and excite them to remark, collision, and exclamation. 
He was peculiarly delighted with comparing their cha
racters, and ascertaining how they would, severally, act, 
.in given situations. With this view be would state an 

B 
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hypothetic case, and call for their opinions, one by one, 
as to the conduct which would be proper in it If ther 
differed, he would demand their reasons, and enjoy 
highly, the debates in which he would thus involve 
them. By multiplying. and varying those imagillary 

. cases at pleasure, he ascertained the general course of 
human opinion, and formed, for himself, as it were, a 
graduated scale of the motives and conduct which are 
natural to man. Sometimes he would entertain them 
with stories, gathered from his reading, or, as was more 
frequently the case, drawn from his own fancy, com
posed of heterogeneous c;.rcumstances, calculated to ex
cite, by turns, pity, telTor, resentment, indignation, con
tempt; pausing, in the turns of his narrative, to observe 
the effect; to watch the different modes in which the 

. passions expressed themselves, and learn the language 
of emotion from those children of nature. 

In these exercises, Mr. Henry could have had no
thing in view beyond the present gratification of a na
tural propensity. The advantages of them, however, 
were far more permanent, and gave the brightest colours 
to his future life. tror those continual efforts to render 
himself intelligible to his plain and unlettered hearers, 
on subjects entirely new to them, taught him that clear 
and simple style whi~h forms the best vehicle of thought 

. to a popular assembbJiwhich his attempts to interest and 
affect them, in order that he might hear from them the 
echo of nature's voice, instructed him in those topics of 
persuasion by which men were the most certainly to be 
moved, and in the kind of imagery and structure of lan
guage, which were the best fitted to strike and agitate 
their hearts. These constituted his excellences as an 
.orator; and never was there a man, in any age, who 
possessed, in a more eminent degree, the lucid and ner-



LIFE OF HENRY. n 
vous style of argument, the command or the most beau
tiful and striking imagery, or that language of passion 
which burns from soul to soul. 

In the mean time, the business of the store was rush
ing headlong, to its catastrophe. One year put an end 
to it William was then thrown loose upon society, tct 
which he was never, afterwards, usefully attached;- and 
. Patrick was engaged, for the two or three following 
years, in winding up this disastrous experiment as well 
ashe could. 

Bis misfortunes, hGwever, seem not to have had the 
effect either of teaching him prudence or of chilling his 
affections. For, at the early age of eighteen, we find 
,him married to a miss Shelton, the daughter of an honest 
farmer in the neighbourhood, but. in circumstances too 
poor to contribute eft'ectually to her support By the 
joint assistance of their parents, however, the young cou-
ple were settled on a small fann, and, here, with the as
sistance of one or two slaves, Mr. Henry had to delve 
the earth, with his own hands, for subsistence. Such 
are the vicissitudes of human life! It is curious to con
template 'this giant genius, destined in a few years to 
guide the councils of a mighty nation, but uncons~i,ou8 
of th~j~~ectual !!:~!t:!1!m!!.,~"ic:t!.~~. poss~.J~nc~. 
bered,_at the..earb:,Qg~.~f eighteen, with the cares of a'. ,,
.family; obscure" unk.no~-'arid a~~t ~~itie(f; diggi~, ~. 
with weaned"llmbs and willi. an aching he~-asmall " 

• I hue Been an original letter from col. John Henry to his aon WlDiam, in 
which he remOllltrates with him on his wild and diuipated coune of life. 
There is rellSOD to believe, however, that at a later period, he may have re
tbnoed, llince a gentleman, to whom the manUlCl'ipt of this work was submit. 
ted, notea on thia pa.age, that when he was at college at Williamsburg, IJe 
recollects to have aeen William Henry a member of the assembly, from the 
county of Fluvanna; that he was called colonel, and was, he afterwards undt-,. 
Mood, prettf well provided as to fortune. 
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apot of barma earth, for bread, and bleeeingtbe hour oJ. 
night which relieved him from fDiL Little could the 
"!.ealthy and great of the land, as they rolled along the 
highway in splendour, and beheld the young rustic at 
work in the coarse garb of a labourer, covered with 
dust and melting in the lun, have lUlpected that thiI 
was the man who waa deetined not only to humble their 
pride, but to make the prince himself tremble on his dis
tant throne, and to shake the brightest jewels from the 
British crown. Little, indeed, could he himself have 
lUBpected it; for amidst the distresses which thickened 
around him at this time, and threatened him not only 
with obscurity but with famine, no hopes came to cheer 
the gloom, nor did there remain to him any earthly con
solation, save that which he found in the bosom of his 
own family. Fortunately for him, there never was a 
heart which fek this consolation with gredef force. No 
'man ever possessed the domestic virtues in a higher de-

, gree, or enjoyed, more exquisitely, those pure delightB 
whieh low from the endeariJag relations of conjugal 
life. 

Mr. Henry'. want of agricultural skill, and his uncon
querable aversion to every species of systematic labour, 
drove him, necessarily, after a mal of two years, to aban
don this pursuit altogether. His next step seems to have 

'. been dictated by absolute despair; for, seBing off his lit
, tIe po.esessions, at a sacrifice for C88h, he entered, a se
cond time, on the inauspicious business of merchandize. 
Perhaps, he flattered himself that he would be able to 
profit by his past experience, and conduct this experi
ment to a more successful issue. But if he did 80, he 
deceived himself. He soon found that he had not chang
ed his character, by changing his pursuits. His early 
habits still continued to haunt him. The same want of 
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• fAhod, the same'facility of temper, 800D 1tecame appa
rem: by their ruinous eWecU. He resumed his violin, his 
lute, his books, his curious inspection of human nature; 
and not anfrequently ventured to shut up his store, and 
indulge himself in the favourite sports of his youth. 

His reading, however, began to aasume a more serious 
dlaracter. Be studied geography, in which it is said 
that he became an adept. He read, also, the charters ... 
ud history of the colony. He became fond ofhisto-l .. ' 
rical works generally, particularly those of Greece and 
Rome; and, from the tenacity of his memory and the 
strength of his judgment, soon made himself a perfect 
master of their contents. Livy was his favourite; and 
having procured a traDslation, he became 80 much 
epamonred of the work, that he made it a standing rule 
to read it through, once at least, in every year, during 
the earlier part of his life.· The grandeur of the 
Roman character, 80 beautifully exhibited by Livy, 
fiBed him with surprise and admiration; and he was 
particularly enraptured with those vivid descriptions 
and eloquent harangues with which the work abounds. 
Fortune could scarcely have thrown in his way, a boOk ' 
better fitted to foster his republican spirit, and awakeD 
the still dormant powers of his genius; and it seems not 
improbable, that the lofty strain in which he himself 
atOOIwards both spoke and acted, was, if not originaJIy 
inspired, at least highly raised, by the noble models set 

before him by this favourite author. 
This second mercantile experiment was stiU more 

unfortwlate than the first. In a few years it ~~A him a 
bankrupt, and placed him in a situation than which-liIs 
di.fficult to conceive one IDOl'e wrewhed. Every atom 
ef hie property was n~ gone, his friends were unable 

• Judge Neleon had this statement ftoom Mr. Henry hilllRlf. 
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to assist him any further; he had tried every means of 
support, of which he could suppose himself capable, and 
every one had failed; ruin was behind him; poverty, debt, 
want, and famjne before; and, as if his cup of misery 
were not already full enough, here were a suffering 
wife and children to make it overflow. 

But with all his acuteness of feeling, Mr. Henry p0s

sessed great native firmness of character; and, let me 
add, great reliance, too, on that unseen arm which 

/1 never long deserts the faithful. Thus supported, he 
: was able to bear up under the heaviest pressure of mis
; fortune, and even to be cheerful, under circumstances 
'\ which would sink most other men into despair. 

It was at this period of his fortunes, that Mr. Jefferson 
became acquainted with him; and the reader, I apt 

persuaded, will be gratified with that gentleman's own 
~unt of it These are his words. " My acquaint
I~:~ with Mr. Henry commenced in the winter of 
_ 1759-60. On my way to the college, I passed the 

Christmas holidays, at col. Dandridge's, in Hanover, 
to whom Mr. Henry was a near neighbotir. During 

0/ .' the festivity of the season, I met him in society every 
.I day, and we became well acquainted, although I was 

t / _ IJ.luch his junior, being ~en in my seventeenth year, l' and he a married man.) His manners had something 
\ ' of coarseness in them; 6fs passion was music, dancing 
.. !l1ld pleasantry. He excelled in the last, and it attach-

ed every one to hiiE] You ask some account of his 
mind and information at this period; but you win re-

o collect that we were almost continually engaged in the 
usual revelries of the season. The occasion perhaps, 
as much as his idle disposition, prevented his engaging 
in any conversation which might give the Qleasure 
either of his mind or infonnation, Opportunity was 
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DOt, indeed, wholly wanting; because Mr. John Camp
bell was there, who had mamed Mrs. Spotswood, the 
sister of col. Dandridge. He was a man of science, 
and often introduced conversation on scientific subjects. 
Mr. Henry had, a little before, broken up his store, or 
rather it had broken him up; but his misfortwies were 
not to be traced, either in his countenance or conduct" 

This cheerfulness of spirit, under a reverse of for
tune so severe, is certainly a very striking proof of the. 
manliness of his character. It is not, indeed, easy to 
conceive that a mind like Mr. Henry's could finally sink 
under any pressure of adversity. Such a mind, al
though it may not immediately perceive whither to di
rect its efforts, must always possess a consciousness of 
power sufficient to buoy it above despondency. But, be 
this as it may, of Mr. Henry it was certainly true, as 
Doctor Johnson has observed of Swift, that "he was 
not one of those who, having lost one part of life in idle
ness, are tempted to throwaway the remainder in de-
8p~" 

It seems to be matter of surprise, that even yet, 
amidst all these various struggles for subsistence, the 
powers of bis mind had not so developed themselves as 
te suggest to any friend the pursuit for which he was 
formed. He seems to have been a plant of slow growth, 
but, like oilier pbW.ts 'of that nature, formed' for dura
tion, and fitted to endure the buffetings of the rudest 
storm. 

It was now, when all other experiments bad failed, 
that, as a last effort, he deter.mined, of his own accord, 
to make a trial of the law. No one expected him to 
succeed in ~y eminent degree. His unfortunate habit.,;; 
were, by no means, suited to so laborious a profession: 
and even if it were not too late in life for him to hope 
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. to master its learning, the situation of his a1fairs forbade 
an extensive course of reading. In addition to these 
obstacles, the business of the profession, in that quar
te~~ _~r~~y in hands f~om which it was not easily 
-~be~~I!; for (to-mention no others) judge Lyo:t:ts, the 
late president of the court of appeals, was then at the 
bar of Hanover and the adjacent counties, with an un
rivalled reputation for legal learning; and Mr. Johq 
Lewis, a man, also, of very respectable legal attain
ments, occupied the whole field of forensic eloquence. 
Mr. Henry, himself, seems to have hoped for nothing 
more from the profession than a scanty subsistence for 
himself and his family, and his preparation was suited 
to these humble expectations; for to the study of a pro
fession, which is said to require the lucubrations of 
twenty years, Mr. Henry devoted not more than six 
weeks."" On this preparation, however, he obtained a. 
license to practise the law. How he passed with two 
of the examiners, I have no intelligence; but he himself 
used to relate his interview with the third. T~was 
no other than Mr. John Randolph, who was afterwards 

I the king's attorney general for the colony; a gentleman 
I of the most courtly elegance of person and manners, a 

/ polished wit, and a profound lawyer. At first, he wu 
80 much shocked by Mr. Henry's very ungainly figu.re 
and address, that he refused to examine him:, under
standing, however, that he had already obtained two sig
natures, he entered, with manifest reluctance, on the 
business. A very short time was sufficient to satisfy 
him of the erroneous conclusion which he had drawn 
from the exterior of the candidate. With evident marks 

• so sa., Mr. Jefferson and judge Winston. Mr. Pope says nine months. 
Col Meredith and Capt. Dabney, aix or eight months. Judge Tyler, OD~ 
month; and he add., "This I had from his own lips. In t.his time, he·read 
Coke upon Littleton, and file Virginia lawlio" 
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of increasing surprise (produced no doubt by the pecu
liar texture and strength of M~. Henry's style, and the 
boldness and originality of his combinations) he conti
nued the examination for several ~ours: interrogating 
the candidate, not on the principles of municipal law, 
in which he no dOUbt soon discovered his deficiency, 
but on the laws of nature and of nations, on the policy. 
of the feudal system, and on general history, which last 
he found to be his strong hold. During the very short 
portion of the examination which waS devoted to the 
~ommon law, Mr. Randolph dissented, or affected to dis
sent, from one of Mr. Henry's answers, and called upon 
him to assign the reasons of his opinion. This pro
duced an argument; and Mr. Randolph now played off 
on him, the same arts which he himself, had so often 
practised on his country customers; drawing him out 
by questions, endeavouring to puzzle him by subtleties, 
assailing him with declamation, and watching continual-
ly, the defensive operations of his mind. After a consi
derable discussion, he said, "you defend your opinions 
well, sir; but now to the law and to the testimony." 
Hereupon he carried himJ!! his office, ·and opening tlle 
authorities, said to him, ~hold the force of natural 
reason; you have never seen these books, nor thi'::
ciple of the law; yet you are right and I am wron; d 
from the lesson which you have given me (you must 
excuse me for saying it) I will never trust to appear
ances again. [MI:. Henry, if your indus~ be only half I /' 

equal to your gemus, I augur that you WIn do wel~ and
beco~ an ornament and an honour to your profes 
8ioIl~t was always Mr. Henry's belief that Mr. Ran
dolph had affected this difference of opinion, merely to 
afford him the pleasure of a triumph, and to make some 
atonement for the wound which his first repulse had in-

c 
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fticted. Be this as it may, the interview was followed 
by the most marked and permanent respect on the part 
of Mr. Randolph, and the mOlt sincere good wiD and 
gratitude, on that o~ Mr. Henry.· 

It was at the age of four and twenty that Mr. HeD1'f 
obtained his license. Of the scieace of law, he knew 
almost nothing: of the practical part he was 80 whollJ 
ignorant, that he was not only unable to di-aw a declara
tion or a plea, but incapable it is said, of the IDQ8t com
mon and simple business of his profession, e'fen of the 
mode of ordering a suit, giving a notice, or making a 
motion in court. It is not at all wonderful therefore, 
that such a novice, opposed as he was by veterans, 
covered with the whole armour of the law, should 
linger in the back ground, for three years. t 

During this time, the wants and distresses of his fami
ly were extreme. The profits of his practice could not 
have supplied them even with the necessaries of life; 
and he seems to have spent the greatest part of his time!, 

• TbiB IICCOW1t 0I1ir. Henry's examination is gRrea by judge Tyler, "ho 
lltatea it as coming from Mr. Henry himself. h was written before I bad 
received the following statement from Mr. Jeaerson; and although there is 
IIOJIte difference in the cil'CUDlstancea, it has not been thought important 
enough to make an alteration of the text nece....,.. Thil is Mr. Jefi"el'lOJl's 
statement. .. In the spring of 1760, he came to Williamsburg to obtaiR a 
license as a lawyer, and he called on me at college. He told me be Ilad 
been reading law only six weeks. Two of the eDlllinera, however, Peyton 
and John Randolph, meu of great facility of temper, signed hiB license with 
as much reluctance as their dispositions would permit them to show. Mr. 
Wythe absolutely refused. Robert C. Nicholas refused also at first; but on 
repeated importunities and promises of future reading, he signed. These· 
facta I had afterwards from the gentlemen themselves i the two Randolphs 
acknowledging he was very ignorant of the law, but that they perceived 
him to be a young man of genius, ud did Rot doabt that he would IIOOa 

qualify himse]£" 
t .. He was not distinguished at the bar for near four years." Judge 

Winston: yet Hr. BI1l'k intimates tllat he toot the lead in his profenion, at 
once. 3d '·01. 301. 
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both of his stotty of the law and the practice of the first 
two or three years, with his father-in-law, Mr. Shelton, 
who dieD kept the tavern at Hanover court house. 
Whenever Mr. Shelton was from home, M.r. H.enry ~ J ~ 
plied his place in the tavern, received the guests,.and a~ _ 
tended to their entertainment All thi~ was very natural 
in Mr.llenry's situation, and seems to have been purely' ---' 
the voluntary movement of his naturaDy kind and obligin8 
dillpOlition. Hence, however, a story has arisen, that iD 
the early part of his life, he was a bar-keeper by p .. 
( .. ion. The fact seems not to bave been 80: but if it 
had been, it would certainly have redounded much more 
to his honour than to his discredit; for as Mr. Henry 
Gwed no part ofhia distinction either to birth or fortune, 
bnt wholly to himself, the deeper the obscurity and pov
ertyifom which he emerged, the stronger is the evidence 
which it bears to his powers, and the greater glory does 
it sbed around him. 

About the time of Mr. Henry's coming to the bar, a 
contr j. ~'18y arose in Virginia, which gradually produced 
a very strong exci..ement, and called to it, at length, the 
attention of the whole state. . 

Thia was the famous controversy between the clergy "\ . 
on the one hand, and the legislature and people of the -y 
colony on the other, touching the stipend claimed by the 
f&nner; and as this was the occasion on: which Mr. 
HenJy's genius fint broke forth, those wlio take an 
interest in his life, will not be displeased by a particular 
aceount 01 tb& nature IOld groonds or the dispute. It 
wiD be borne in mind, that the church of England was 
at this period, the established church of Virginia; and, 
by an act of 888elDbIy passed so far back as the year 
1696, eaeb miBister of a parish had been provided with 
an annualstipeDd ofsixteen thoU8llld pounds oftobacco~ 
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This act was ~nacted with amendments, in· 1 ~48, 
and in this fonn, had received the royal assent The 
price of tobacco had 10Dg remained stationary at two 
pence in the pound, or sixteen sbmings and eight pence 
pet' hundred. Accordiqg to the provision of the law, 
the clergy had the right to demand, and were in the 
practice of receiving payment oC their stipend, in the 
specific tobacco; unless they chose, for convenience, 
to commute it for money at the market price. (Ip the 
year 1755, however, the crop of tobacco, having fallen 
short, the legislature passed E aD act to enable the 
inhabitants of this colony, to discharge their tobacco 
debts in money for the present year~ by the provisions 
of which " all persons from whom any tob8£CO was due, 
were authorized to pay the same either in tobacco, or in 
money, after th£ rate of Bi.1:teen shillif&gs and eight peru;t 
per hundred, at the opIUm of the d£btur." This act was 
to continue in force for ten months and no longer, and 
did not contain the usual clause of suspension, tmtil it 
should receive th£ royaJ fJIJBef&t. Whether the scarcity of 
tobacco was 80 general and 80 notorious, as to render 
this act a measure of obvious humanity and necessity, or 
whether the clergy were satisfied by its generality, since 
it embraced sheriffs, clerks, attornies, and all other 
tobacco crediton, as well as themselves, or whether 
they acquiesced in it as a temporary expedient, which 
they supposed not likely to be repeated, it is certain that 
no objection was made to the law at that time. They 
could not indeed, have helped observing the benefits 
which the rich plan ten derived from the act; for they 
were receiving from fifty to sixty shillings per hundred 
for their tobacco, while they paid off their debta, due in 
that article, at the old price of sixteen shillings and eight 
pence. Nothing, however, was then said in defence 
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either or the royal prerogative, or or the rights of the 
clergy, but the law was permitted to go peaceably 
through its ten months operation. The great tobacco 
planters had not forgotten the fruits of this act, when, 
in the year 1758, upon a surmise that another short 
crop was b"kely to occur, the provisions of the act of 
1755 were re-enacted, and the new law, like the former, 
contained no suspending clause. The crop, as had 
been anticipated, did fall fIIlort, and the price of tobacco· 
rose immediately from si:Aeen and eight pence to fitly 
shillings per hundred. The clergy now took the alarm, 
and the act was assailed by an indignant, sarcastic, and 
vigorous pamphlet, entitled "The Two-Penny Act," 
from the pen of the Rev. John Camm, the rector of 
York-Hampton parish, and the Episcopalian commis
sary for the colony.· He was answered by two pam
phlets, written, the one by col. Richard Bland, and the 
other by col. Landon Carter, in both which the com
missary was very roughly handled. He replied, in a 
still severer pamphlet, under the ludicrous title of " The 
Colonels Dismounted." The colonels rejoined; and this 
war of pamphlets, in which, with some sound argument, 
there was a great deal of what Dryden bas called " the 
horse play of raillery," was kept up, until the whole 
colony, which bad at first looked on for amusement, 
kindled seriously in the contest from motives of 
interest Such was the excitement produced by the 
discussion, and at length so strong the current against 
the clergy, that the printers found it expedient to shut 
their presses against them in this colony, and Mr. Camm 

• The govemor of Virginia repreaented the king I- the counciJ. the h~ 
of lords ; and the Episcopalian commisaary (a member of the council) repre
sented the spiritual part of that house; the houle ofbuTges!lCs, \\'118, of course, 
the house of commons, . 
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1Jad at lilt to resort to Maryland for publication. These 
pamphlets are still extant; and it Beams impossible to 
deny, at. this day, that the clergy had much the best of 
the argument The king in his council, took up the 
subject, denounced the act of 1758 as an usurpatio~ 
and declared it utterly null and void. Thus supported, 
the clergy resolved to bring the question to a judicial 
test; and suits were accordingly brought by them, in the 
various county courts of the colony, to recover their 
stipends in the specific tobacco. They selected the 
county of Hanover as the place of the fint experiment; 
and this was made in a suit instituted by the Rev. James 
Maury,· against the collector of that county and hit 
sureties. The record of this suit is now before me. 
The declaration is founded on the act of 1748 which 
gives the tobacco; the defendants pleaded specially the 
act of 1758, which authorizes the commutation into 
money, at sixteen and eight pence: to this plea the 
plaintiff demurred; assigning for causes of demurrer, 
fint, that the act of 1758, not having received the royal 
assent, had not the force of a law; and, secondly, that 
the king, in council, had declared that act null and 
void. The case stood for argument on th~ demurrer 
to the November tenn, 176S, and was argued by Mr. 
Lyons for the plaintiff, and Mr. John Lewis for the 
defendants; when the court, very much to the credit of 
their'candour and fifDUle8S, breasted the popular current 
by sustaining the demurrer. Thus far the clergy sailed 
before the wind, and concluded, with good reason, that 

• Mr. Burk (vol. 3d. page 303) makes the Rev. Patrick Henry the plaintiff 
in this cause; in this he i. corrected by the records of the COUftty. Mr. Burk, 
also, sets down II The Two-Penny Act!' to the speculations ora man by the 
name of Dickinson; in this he i. conf1lted by the act itself; the preamble 
expre8lly founding it, on the 8bortne51 ofthe crop. 
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their triumph was complete: for the act of 1758. having 
been declared void by the judgment on the demurrer, 
that of 1748 was left in full force, and became, in law; 
the only standard for the finding of the jury. Mr. Len 
was 80 thoroughly convinced of this, that he retired 
from the caule; informing his clients that it had been, 
in effect, decided against them, and that there remained 
nothing more for him to do. In this desperate situation, 
they applied to Patrick Henry, and he undertook to 
argue it for them before the jury, at the ensuing term. 
Accordingly, on th~ first day of the following December, 
be attended the court, and, on his amval, found on the 
court-yard, such a concourse, as. would have appaJled 
auy other man in his situation. They were not the 
people of the county merely, who were there, but 
visitors from all the counties, to a considerable distance 
around. The decision upon the demurrer, had produced. 
a violent ferment amongst the people, and equal exulta
tion on the part of the clergy; who attended the court in 
a large body, either to look down oppositiOn, or 10 enjoy 
the final triumph of this hard fought contest, which they 
DOW considered as perfectly secure. Among many 
ether clergymen, who attended on this occasion, came 
the Reverend Patrick Henry, who was the plaintiff in 
another caU8e of the l8D1e nature, then depending in 
court. When Mr. Henry saw his uncle approach, h~ 
walked up to his caniage, accompanied by col. Mere/
dith, and expressed his regret at seeing him there~', 
" Why 90?" enquired the uncle. «Because sir" said i 

- " I , 
Mr. Henry, !.Iou know that I have never yet spokeu /' " .. ' 
in public, ~ f fear thatI shall be too much overawed - " , 
by your presence, to be able to do my duty to my clients; J' -
besides sir, I shall be obliged to say some 1uwd thmg. ' 
of the clergy, and I am very Wlwilling to give , 

i 
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your feelingS." His uncle reproved him for haviog 
engaged in the cause; which Mr. Henry excused by 
saying, that the clergy had not thought him worthy of 
being retained on their side, and he knew of no moral 
principle by which he was bound to refuse a fee 
from their adversaries; besides, he confessed, that in 
this controversy, both his heart and judgment, as well 
as his professional duty, were on the side· of the people; 
he then requested that his uncle would do him the 
favour to leave the ground. "Why, Patrick," said the 
old gentleman with a good-natured smile, " as to yow 
saying hard things of the clergy, I advise you to let that 
alone-take my word for it, you will do yourself more 
harm than you will them; and as to my leaving the 
ground, I fear, my boy, that my presence could neither 
do you harm or good, in such a cause. However, since 
you seem to think otherwise, and desire it ()f me, 80 

earnestly, you shall be gratified." Whereupon, he 
entered his carriage again, and returned home. 

Soon after the opening of the court, the cause was 
called. It stood on a writ of inquiry of damages, no plea 
having been entered by the defendants since the judg
ment on the demurrer. The array before Mr. Henry's 

. eyes was now most fe¢ul. On the bench sat more than 
twenty clergymen, the most learned men in the colony, 
and the most capable, as well as the severest critics be
fore whom it was possible for him to have made his debut. 
The court house was crowded with an overwhelming 
multitude, and surrounded with an immense and anxious 
throng, who not finding room to enter, were endeavour-

, ing to listen without, in the deepest attention. But there 
was something still more awfully disconcerting than all 
this; for in the chair of the presiding magistrate, sat no 
other person, than his own father. Mr. Lyons opened 
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the cause very briefly: in the way of argument he did 
nothing more than explain to the jury, that the decision 
upon the demurrer had put the act of 1750 entirely out 
of the way, and left the law of 1748 as the only stan
dard of their damages; he then concluded with a highly 
wrought eulogium on the benevolence of the clergy. 
And, now, came on the first trial of Patrick Henry's 
strength. No one had ever heard him speak, and curi-
osity was on tiptoe. ra;r rOlMnayewkwmtly, aad-fa 
__ much in his e~um. The people hung the· ~ ---r
IIeads at Ie) UIIpIW" q a .ecmmeDalDeDt; the cler 
were observed to exchange sly looks with each other 
and his father is described as having almost sunk with 
confusion, from his seat Bgt.these feelings were of 
IIiawt ~, an~oon gave place to others, of a very 
different charactel:......:. For, now, were those wond 
faculties which he possessed, for the first time developed; 
and now, was first, wialaMed that myM'erieuIand ~ 
aupematural truafonnatioD of appearance, which the 
fire of his own eloquence never failed to work in him. 

t, .' 

For as his mind rolled alo1!&)\~ bei~ to u1olbJ'!PmrYGtf ' 
its own action, all the~i9:~'~ the clb~; ecmed t(3 
.. ~ spontaneously. His attitude, by de .. 
peel, beeuBe erect and lofty. The spirit of hi genius 
aw ...... all his 'features. His countenauce shone with 
a .. teaea and grandeur which it had never before 
exhibited. There was a lightning in his eyes which 
lliielned tcune·thespectator. His action became grace
fu~ bold, and commanrling; and in the tones of his voice, 
but more especially in his emphasis, there was a pecu-
liar chann', a magic, of which anyone who ever heard' 
him, will speak as soon as he is named, but of which no 
one can give any adequate description. They can only 
.y that it struck upon the ear and upon the heart, in a 

D 
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matmel' which w/I¥!;'U4ge caRrwl teU. Add to all these, 
his wonder-working fancy, and the peculiar phraseology 
in which he clothed its images; for he painted to the heart 
with a force that almost petrified it. In the language 

;,
Of those who heard him on this occasion/""he made 
their blo04 run cold, and their hair to ris.tetr endb 

. It wiD not be difficult for anyone, who ever heard 
this most extraordinary man, to believe the whole 
account of this transaction which is given by his sUr
viving hearers; and from their account, the court house 
of' Hanover county, must have exhibited on this occa
Ilion, a scene as picturesque, as has been ev~r witness
ed in real life. They say, that the people, whose 
countenances had faDen as he arose, had heard but a 
very few sentences before they began to look up; then 
to look at each other with surprise, as if doubting the 
evidence of their own senses; then, attracted ..". .... 
MroDg ge&ture, Btmek by some uiajestic attitude, fa8ci- . 
na1ed by the speD of his eye, the charm of his emphasis, 
and the varied and commandiBg eXpre8l!ion of ,his 
countenance, they could look away DO more. In lesa 
than twenty minutes, they might be seen in every part 
of the house, on every bench, in every window, stoop
ing forward from their stands, in death-like silence; their 
features fixed in ainazement and awe; all their senses 
listening and rivett~ upon the Speaker, as if to catch 
the last strain of some heavenly visitant The mockery 
of the clergy was SOOn turned into alarm; their triumph 
into confusion and despair; ana at one burst of biS 
rapid and overwhelming invective, they fted from the 

, bench in precipitation and terror. As for the father, 
such waS his surprise, such his amazement, such his 
rapture, that, forgetting where he was, and the character 
which he was filling, tears of ecstacy streamed down 
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his cheeks, without the power or inclination to repress 
them. 

The jwy seem to have been so cOmpletely bewilder
ed, that they lost sight not only of the act of 1748, but 
that of 1758 also; for thoughtless even of the admitted 

, right of the plaintilt they had scarcely left the bar, 
when they returned with a verdict of one penny da
mages. A motion was made for a new trial; but the 
court too, had now lost the equipoise of their judgment, 
and overruled the motion by an unanimous vote. The 
verdict and judgment overruling the motion, were fol
lowed by redoubled acclamatioB, from within and with
out the house. The people, who had with difficulty kept 
their hands off their champion, from the moment of 
closing his harangue, no" sooner saw the fate of the 
«?luse finally sealed, than they seized him at the bar, and 
in spite of his own exertions, and the continued cry of . 
" order" from the sheriffs and the court, they bQre him 
out of the court house, and raising him on their 
shoulders, carried him about the yard, in a kind of elec
tioneering triumph. 

O!what a scene was this for a father's heart! so 
sudden; so unlooked for; so delightfully overwhelming! 
At the time, he was not able to give utterance to any sen
timent; but, a few days after, when speaking of it to Mr . 

. Winston: he said, with the most engaging modesty, and 
with a tremor of voice,· which showed how much more 
he felt than he expressed; "Patrick spoke in this cause, 
near an hour! and in a manner, ,that surprised me! and 
showed himselfwell infonned on a subject, of which I 
did not think he had any knowledge!" 
. I have med much to procUre a sketch of this cele
brated speech. . But those of Mr. Henry's hearers whe 

• The preaent jadce WinstOll. 
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rrurvive, seem to have been bereft of their senses. They 
can only tell you in general, that they were taken cap
tive; and so delighted with their captivity, that they 
followed implicitly, whithersoever he led them. That, 
at his bidding, their tears flowed from pity, and their 
cheeks flushed with indignation. That when it was 
over, they felt as if they had just awaked from some 
ecs~tic dream, of which they were unable to recal or 
connect the particulars. It was such a speech as they 

( believe had never before fallen from the lips of man; 
I and to this day, the old people of that county cannot con
I ceive that a higher compliment can be paid to a speaker, 
~ than to say of him, in their own homely phrase, "he i8 
"al'llWSt eqr.wl to PaJrick, when he plead against the par-
; "hMlQ" \ ...... ,_. 

The only topic of this speech of which any authentic 
account remains, is the order of the king in council. 
whereby the act of 1758 had been declared void. This 
subject, had in truth been disposed of by the demurrer; 
and, in strictness of proceeding, neither Mr~ Henry nor 
the jury had any thing to do with it The laxity of the 
county court practice, however, indulged him in the 
widest career he chose to take, and he laid hold of this 
point, neither with a feeble or hesitating hand; but boldly 
and vigorously pressed it upon the jury, and that, too, 
with very powerful effect He insisted on the connec-' 
tion and reciprocal duties between the king and his 
subjects; maintained that government was a conditional 
compact, composed of mutual and dependent covenants, 
of which a violation by one party discharged the other; 
and intrepidly contended that the disregard which had 
been shown in this particular, to the pressing wants of the 
colony, was an instance of royal misrule, which had thus 
far dissolved the political ,compact, ud left the peopl6 
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at liberty to consult their own safety; that they had 
cODSulted it by the act of 1758, which, therefore, not
withstanding the di88ent of the king and his council, 
ought to be considered "as the law of the land, and the 
only legitimate measure of the claims of the clergy. 

The nature of this topic, and the earnest and un
daunted manner in which Mr. Henry is said to have 
pursued and maintained it, proves, that even at this pe
riod, which bas been marked as the era of our greatest 
attachment and devotion to the parent country, his 
mind at least, was disposed to pry into the course of the 
regal administration, and to speak forth his sentiments 
without any fear of the consequences. The reception 
which the people gave to the argument,. proves that they 
also, had no superstitious repugnance to the considera
tion of such topics, nor any very insuperable hOlTOr at 
the idea of a separation. Not that there is ground to 
suspect that anyone had at this time, realized such an 
event, or even contemplated it as desirable. The sug
gestion, therefore, which I have sometimes heard, that 
Mr. Henry" was already meditating the independence of 
the colonies, and sowing the seeds of those reftectiQns 
which he wished to ripen into revolt, is in my opinion, 
rather curious than just I believe that he thought of 
nothing beyond success in his cause; and since the des
perate posture in which he found it, demanded a daring" 
and eccentric course, he adopted that which has been 
already stated. The character of his argument, proves 
indeed, that he was naturally a bold and intrepid en
quirer, who was not to be overawed from his purpose 
by the name even of sovereignty itself; and of course 
that he was made of good revolutionary materials. But 
an adequate provocation had not, at this time, been 
given: and it woQld be imputing to Mr. Henry a crimi-
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nal ambition, of which there is no proof, to suppose 
that he was meditating the subversion of a government, 
against which the voice of serious complaint had not 
yet been heard. Besides, Mr. Henry's standing in s0-

ciety was at this period so humble, as to have rendered . 
the meditation of such a purpose, on his part, presump
tuous in the extreme; and equally inconsistent both with 
his unassuming modesty, and that natural good sense 
and accurate judgment, which are on all hands, assigned 
to him. 

Immediately on the decision of this cause, he was 
retained in all the cases, within the range of his prac
tice, which depended on the same question. But no 
other case was ever brought to trial. They were a1~ 
throughout the colony, dismissed by the plaintiffs; nor 
was any appeal ever prosecuted in the case of Mr. 
Maury. The reason assigned for this by Mr. Camm, is, 
that the legislature had voted money to support the ap
peal on the part of the defendants, and that the clergy 
were not rich enough to contend against the whole 
wealth and strength of the colony.· 

The clergy took their revenge in an angry pamphlet 
from the pen of Mr. Camm, in which a \'ery con-

• Mr. Camm is right as to the interference of the legilllature. I have not 
been able, however, to find any resolution of the legist_ure, to this effect, 
earlier than the 7th of April, 1767: whereas~. Maury's case WII decided 
in Hanover, on the 1st December, 1763. The following ill extracted from 
the journal of' the day, first mentioned. 

.. On a motion made, 

.. Resolved, that the committee of correspondence be directed to write 
to the agent, to defend the parish collectors (rom all appeals from judgments 
here given, in suits brought by the clergy, for recovering their salaries, pay
able on or before the last day of Hay, 1759; and that this kouse will enrre 
to defray the expense thereof." 
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temptuous account is given both of the advocate and 
the court. Mr. Henry is stigmatized in it as an obscure 
attol'1ll1Y; and the epithet was true enough as to the 
time past, but it was now true no longer. Bis sun had 
risen with a splendour which had never before been 
witnessed in this colony; and never afterward, did it dis
grace this glorious rising. 
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SECTION II. 

L-;T is almost unnecessary to state that the display 
which Mr. Henry had made in "tM par8Q1UJ' cause," as 
it was popularly called, placed him, at once, at the head 
of his proft ·on, in that quarter of the colony in which 
he practised He became the theme of every tongue. 
He ha e ibited a degree of eloquence, which the 
people had never before witnessed; a species of elo
quence too, entirely new at the bwand altogether his 
own. He had formed it on no living model; for there 
was none such in the country. He had not copied it 
from books, for they had described nothing of the kind; 
or if they had, he was a stranger to their contents. Nor 
had he formed it himself, by solitary study and exercise; 
for he was far too indolent for any such process. It was 
so unexampled, so unexpected, so instantaneous, and so 
transcendeDt in its character, that it had, to the people, 
very much the appearance of supernatural inspiration. 

-~. LHe was styled "~ ~~_of~;]J and was, on that 
.. account, much more revered by the people than if he 

had been formed by the severest discipline of the 
schools; for they considered him as bringing his creden
tials directly from heaven, and owing no part ofhis great
ness to human institutions. 

There were other considerations also, which drew 
him still more closely to the bosom of the people. The 
society of Virginia, was at that time pretty strongly 
discriminated. A gentleman who lived in those days, 
and who had the best opportunities of judging on the 
subject, has furnished the following interesting picture 
of it 
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" To state the differences between the classes of the 

society and the lines of demarcation which separated 
them, would be difficult The law, you know, admitted 
none, except as to the twelve counsellors. Yet in a coun
try insulated from the European world, insulated from 
its sister colonies, with whom there was scarcely any 
intercourse, little visited by foreigners, and having 'little 
"matter to act upon within imelf, certain families had risen 
to splendour by wealth, and by the preservation of it 
from generation to generation under the law of entails; 
some had produced a series of men of talents; familiea 
in general had remained stationary on the grounds of 
their forefathers, for there was no emigration to the 
westward in those days; the Irish, who had gotten p0s

session of the valley between the Blue Ridge and the 
North Mountain, formed a barrier over which none 
ventured to leap; and their manners presented no attrac
tion to the 10wlande1'8 to settle among them. In such 
a state of things, scarcely admitting any change of 
station, society would settle itself down into several 
strata, separated by no marked lines, but shading off 
imperceptibly from top to bottom, nothing disturbing 
the order of their repose. There were, then, first 
aristocrats, composed of the great landholdel'8 who had 
"'Seated themselves below tide water on the main rivers, 
and lived in a style of luxury and extravagance,insupport
able by the other inhabitants, and which, indeed, ended, 
in several instance!" in the min of their own fortunes. 
Next to these were what might 'be called hill! breeds; 
the descendants of the younger sons and daughtel'8 of 
the aristocrats, who inherited dIe pride of their ances
tors, without their wealth. Then came the pretendel'8, 
men who from vanity, or the impulse of growing wealth~ 
'or from that enterprize which is natural to talents, 

E 
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sought tD detacli themselves from the plebeian ranks, to 
which they property belonged, 8Dd imitated, at some 
distance, the manners and habits of the great . Next tD 
these, were a solid and independent yeomanry, leoking 
askance at ~e above, yet not venturiDg to jostle them. 
And last and lowest, a feculvm of beings called over
seers, the inost abject, degraded, unprincipled race; 
always cap in hand tD the dons who employed them, and 
furnishing materials for the exercise of their pride, ins0-
lence, and spirit of domination." 

It was from the body of the yeomanry, whom my 
coITeSpondent represents as " looking askance" at those 
above them, that Mr. Henry proceeded.' He belonged 
to the body of the people. His birth, education, fortnne, 
and mannen, made him one of themselves. They re
garded him, therefore, as their own property, and sent 
to them, expressly for the very purpose of humbling 
the pride of the mighty, and exalting the honour of his 
own class. 
LJir. Henry had too much sagacity not to see this 
advanmge, and too much good sense not to keep and to 
improv~ He seems to have fonned to himself, very 
early in life, just views of society, and to have acted 
upon th~ with the most laudable system and persever
ance. LHe regarded government as instituted solely 
for the good of the people; and not for th~ benefit of 
those, who had contrived to make a job of it / He look
ed upon the body of the people, therefdf'e,as the baN 

. of society, the fountain of all power, and, directly or 
indirectly, of all offices and honours, which had been in
stituted, originally, for their use. He made it no secret, 
therefore, nay he made it his boast, that on every occa
sion, "he bowed to the majesty of the people." With 
regard to himself, he saw, very distinctly, that all his 



65 

hopes rested on the people's Cavour. He, Jherefore, 
adhered to them with unsh~en fidelity. He retained 
their manners, their customs, all their modes of life, with 
'religious caution. He dressed as plainly (l8 die plainest 
of them; ate ollly the homely fare, and drank the sim
ple beverage of -the country; mixed with them OD a 
footing of the mOlt entire and perfect equality, 8Dd con
versed with them, even in their own vicious and deprav
ed pronunciation.· . 

If this last were the eft"ect of artful compliance, 88 

has been stnmUOUJly aftirmed, it was certaUaly carry
iDg the system farther than dignity would warrant. Mr. 
Bewy should have been the instructor as well as the 
friend.of the -people, and by his .example, have correct,. 
ed, instead of adopting their elTOl'I. It is very certain, 
that by this course he disgusted many of those whom. 
it wu often his lmIiness to persuade; not because they 
coDSidered it as a proof of vulgarity and ignorance, but 
because they regarded it as a premeditated artifice to 
catch tJ:ae favour and affections of the people. That it 
waa 80, I am not disposed to believe. _ I think it much 
more prolJable, that those errors of pronunciation were 
the eWeel of early and inveterate habit, which had 
become incurable before he W88 infonued of his lUi&
take. He had DO occasion to resort to lOch petty arti
fices, either to gain or to hold the aft'ectioDS of the pe0-

ple. He held them by a much higher aDd a mudl 
finner title; ·the simplicity of his manners; the bene-

• Governor Pice relates, that he once beard him express tbe following 
sentiments, in this vicious pronunciation: H Jltaileral parts iI better than all 
the Inrn;lI upon yetm";" but the accuracy of Mr. Pace'. memory i. que .. 
tionedin this particular. by the acquaintances of Mr. Henry, who .. )",that 
I)e was too good a grammarian to bave uttered Inch a sentence, a1tbough 
they admit the inaccuracy of bis pronunciation, in tIOIIle of the words imput. 
eJtn bi.m. 
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volence of his disposition; the integrity of his life; hil 
real devotion to their best interests; that uncommon 
sagacity which enabled him to discern those interests 
in f-very situation; and the unshaken constancy with 
which he pursued them, in spite of every difficulty and 
d~er that· could threaten him. From the point of 
time of which we are now speaking, it is very certain 
that he suffered no gale of fortune, however high or 
prosperous, to separate him from the people. Nor did 
the people, on their part, ever desert him.me was the 
man .. 0 whom the.v looked in every crisis of difficulty, 
and the favourite on whom.they were ever ready to lavish 
all the honours in their g~~ 

Middleton, in his life 0 icero, tells us that the first 
great spee( h of that orator, his defence of Roscius 
the actor, was made at the age of twenty-eeven; the, 
same age, he adds, at which the learned have remark
ed, that Demosthet;tes distinguished himself in the 
assembly of the Athenians: "As if this were the age" 
(I quote his own words) "at which these great geniOl 
regularly bloomed· towards maturity." It is rather 
curious, than important, to observe, that Mr. Hemy 
furnishes another instance in support of this theory; 
since it was precisely in the same year of his life, that 
I,ill talents first became known to himself and to the 
world. Nor let the admirer of antiquity revolt at our 
coupling the name of Henry, with those of Cicero and 
Demosthenes: it can be no degradation to the orator 
either of Greece or Rome, that his name stands enroll
ed, on the same page, with that of a man of whom such 
a judge of eloquence alilr. Jefferson has said, that /1 "he was the greatest orator thai etJeI' lifttC7 

I But the taste of professional fame, which Mr. HenlY 
had derived fl'Om the" parsons' cause," exquisite as it 
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must have been, was not sufficient to inspire hiin with a 
thint for the learning of his profession. Be had an 
insuperable aversion to tIte old black Idler of 1M law 
books, (which was often a topic of raillery with him ,) 
and he was never able to conquer it, except for prepa
ration in some particular cause. No love of distinction, 
no necessity however severe, were strong enough to 
bind him down to a regular course of reading. Be 
ooo1d not brook the confinement The reasoning of 
the law was too artificial, and too much cramped for 
him. Whilst unavoidably engaged in it, he felt as if 
manacled. lIis mind was perpetually struggling to 
break away.(j!is genius delighted in liberty and space, 
in which it might roam at large, and feast on every 
variety of intellectual enjoyment Hence he was never 
profound in the learning of the law. On a question 
merely legal, his inferiors, in point of talents, frequently 
embarrassed and foiled him; and it required all the re
sonice! of his extraordinary mi~~? to support the distinc
tion which he had now gained. J 

The most successful praaJce in the county courts, 
was in those days, but a slender dependance for a fa;.. 
mily. Notwithstanding therefore, the great addition to 
his business which we have noticed, Mr. Henry seems 
still to. have been pressed by want t ]Vith the hope of 
improving his situation, he removed, in the year 1764, to 
the county of L~uisa, and resided at a place caned 
the Roundabo,!l : Here I have learned nothing re
markable of him, lUlless it may be thought so, that he 
pursued his favourite amusement of hunting with in
creased ardour. " After his removal to Louisa," says 
my informant, "he has been known to hunt deer, fre
quently for several days together, carrying his provision 
with him, and at night encamping in the woods. A:ftcr 
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the hunt was over, he would go from the ground to 
Louisa court, clad in a coarse cloth coat stained with 
all the trophies of the chase, greasy leather breechea 
ornamented in the same way, leggings for boots, and a 
·pair of saddle-bags on his ann. Thus accoutred, he 
would enter the court house, take up the first of his 
causes that chanced to be called; and if there was any 
scope for his peculiar talent, throw his advenary into 
the back ground, and astonish both court and jury by 
the powerful effusions of his natural eloquence." 
crhere must have been something ilTcsistibly capti

vating in Mr. Henry's mode of speaking, even OIl the 
most trivial subjects~ The late judge Lyons has been 
heard to say of himself, while. practising with Mr. HeD-

I ry, "that he could write a letter, or draw a declaration 
or plea at the bar, with as much accuracy as he could 
in his office, under all circumstances, except what. POt
trick rose to speak; but that whenever he rose, aI

. though it might be on so trifting a subject as a summoas 
abd petition, for twenty shillings, he was obliged to lay 

(&wn his pen, and -could not write another word, until 
::' the speech was finished." Such was the chann of his 

.l : "oice and manner, and the interesting originality of his 
hwnceptions! 

In the fall of 1764, Mr. Henry had an opportunity 
of exhibiting himself on a new theatre. A contest 
occurred in the house of burgesses, in the case of Mr. 
James Littlepage, the returned member for the county 
of Hanover. The rival candidate and petitioner was 
Nathaniel West Dandridge.· The charge against Mr. 

• Here is another mistake or Mr. Burk's. He states tbe contest to ba\'e 
been between coL Syme (Mr. Hell1')"s balf brotber) and coL Richard Lit
tlepage. The journal contradict. him, and IUpporta the text. There was 
no 8\lcb contest as that or which be speaks; at least between the yean 1762 
andlT68. 
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LiUlepage was bribery and corruption. The parties 
were heard by their counsel, before the committee of 
privileges and elections, and Mr. Henry was on this OC" 

casion employed by Mr. Dandridge. 
-: Williamsburg, then the seat of government, was the 
focus of fashion and high life. The residence of the 
governor, (the immediate representative of the sove
reign,) the royal state in which he lived, the polite and 
brilliant circle which he always had about him, diffused 
their inftuence through the city and the circumjacent 
country, and filled Williamsburg with a degree of emu
lation, taste, and elegance, of which we can fonn no 
conception by the appearances of the present day. 
During the session of the house of burgesses, too, these 

. stately modes of life aseumed their richest forms; the 
town, was filled with a concourse of visitors, as well as 
citizens, attired in their gayest co1oun; the streets, 
~xhibited a continual scene of animated and glittering 
tumult; the hoU8es~ of costly profusion. 

Such was the scene in which Mr. Henry 'vas now 
.caBed upon, for .the first tiDle, to make his appearance. 
He made no preparation for it, but went down just in 
the kind of garb which he had been accustomed to ex
hibit all his life, and is said to have worn, on this oeca
sion particularly, a snit which had suffered very consi
derably in the service. The contrast which he exhi
bited, with the general elegance of the place, was 80 

striking, as to call upon him the eyes of all the curious 
and the mischievous; and, as he moved awkwardly 
about, in his coarse and threadbare dress, with a coun
tenance of abstraction and total unconcern as to what 
was passing around him, (interesting as it seemed to 
every one else,) he was stared at by some as a 'prodigy, 
and regarded by othl'rs as nn unfortunate being, whose 
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senses were disordered. @en he we~t to attend'the 
committee of privileges and elections, the matter was 
still worse. "The proud airs of aristocracy," saya 
judge Tyler, detailing this incident of Mr. Henry's life, 
" added to the dignified forms of that truly august body, 
were enough to have detelTed any man possessing less 
finnness and independence of spirit than Mr. Hfmri7 
He was ushered with great state and ceremony into1:lie' 
room of the committee, whose chainnan was col. 
Bland.:It Mr. Henry was dressed in very coarse apparel; 
no one knew any thing of him, t and scarcely was he 
treated with decent respect by anyone except the chair
man, who could not do so much violence to his feelings 
and principles, as to depart on any occasion, from the 
delicacy of the gentleman. But the general contempt 
was soon changed into as general admiration; for Mr. 
Henry distinguished himself by a copious and brilliant 
display on the great subject of the· rights of suifrage, 
superior to any thing that had been heard before within 
those walls. Such a burst of eloquence, from a man 
so very plain and ordinary vin his appearance, struck 
tke committee with amazement; so that a deep and 

• Hr. Tyler .y&, • that enlightened and amiable man, John Blair;" but 
in this he is corrected by the joumal, which shows that Mr. Bland was the 
chairman of the committee of prh'j]eges and elections for that year. I 
should have thought, from the general accuracy of Mr. Tyler's statement, 
that Mr. Blai!" might have been officiating as chairman pro ~, in the abo 
sence of col. Bland; but that Mr. Wair does not appelll', by the journal, to 
bave belonged to the committee, or even to have been a member of tho 
house in 1764. His name doe. not appear tiI11766. 

Mr. Tyler, reciting Mr. Henry's own narrative, at\er a lapse of several 
years, might very easily have confounded two names as similar as those of 
Bland and Wair. 

t That is, I presume, of his person; for after the very Bplendid exhibi. 
tion which he made in the parsons' cause, his I!Jmt: could not have been 
wholly unknown: the text, however, rives the words of my correspondent 
f'atthfully. 
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perfect silence took place d~&~~ ~J.~.not a 
sound but from his lips was to.be.beam.iii.&v Xoom." 
So far, judge Tyler. Judge Winston, relating the same 
incident, says, "Some time after, a member of the 
house, speaking to me of this occurrence, said, he had, 
for a day or two, observed an ill-dressed young man 
sauntering in the lobby; that he seemed to be a stran
ger to every body, and he had not the curiosity to en
quire his name; but, that attending when the case of 
the contested election came on, he was surprised to find 
this same person counsel for one of the parties; and 
and still more so, when he delivered an argument su
perior to any thing he had ever heard." The case, 
according to the report of the committee of privileges 
and elections, is not one which seems to present much 
scope for a very interesting discussion: but Mr. Henry's 
was one of those minds which impart interest to every 
subject they touch. 

This same year 1764, is memorable for the origina
tion of that great question which led finally to the inde.
pendence of the United States. It has been said by a 
gentleman, at least as well qualified to judge as any other 
now alive,'" that "Mr. Henry certainly gave the first 
impulse to the ball of the revolution." In order to show 
the correctness of this position, it is proper to ascertain 
the precise point to which the controversy with Great 
Britain had advanced, when Mr. Henry first presented 
himself in the character of a statesman. 

In M~ch, 1764, the British parliament had passed 
resolutions, preparatory to the levying a revenue on the 
colonies by a stamp tax. Those resolutions were com
municated to the house of burgesses of Virginia, through 

• Mr. JeWerson. 
F 
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theirCOIDPlittee of co~S}JDndence, by the colonial agent; 
and b~ "~"~Miu-Diy considered, resulted in the 
appointment of a special committee to prepare an ad
dress to the king, a memorial to the lords, and a re
monstrance to the house of commons. On the 18th of 
December, 1764, these papers were reported, and (after 
various amendments, which considerably diluted their 
spirit) received the concurrence of the council. The 
reader will perceive, on perusing them,'" that, while they 
affirm in clear and strong terms, the constitutional ex
emption of the colony from taxation by the British par
liament, they breathe nevertheless, a tone so suppliant, 
and exhibit such a picture of anticipated suffering from 
the pressure of the tax on the exhausted resources of the 
colony, as to indicate that no opposition beyond remon
strance, was at this time, meditated. Remonstrance, 
however, was vain. In January, 1765, the famous 
stamp act was passed, to take effect in the colonies on 
the first of November following. The annunciation of 
tbis measure seems at first to have stunned the continent, 
from one extremity to the other. The presses which 
spread the intelligence among the people, were them
selves manifestly confounded; and so far from inspiring 
the energy of resistance, they seemed rather disposed to 
have looked out for topics of consolation, under sub
mission. t The truth is that all ranks of society were 
confounded. No one knew what to hope, what more, to 
fear, or what course was best to be taken. Some, 

• See Appendix. Note A. 

t Thus in the Pennsylvania Gazette of the 30th of May, 1165-" We hear 
the 8UDI of money arising from the new stamp duties in North America, for 
the fi1'lll five years, are chiefly to be applied towards making commodious 
post.roads from one province to another, erecting bridges where neeellllaJ'Y, 
and other measures equally important to facilitate an extensive trade." 
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indeed, were fond enough to entertain hopes that the 
united remonstrances of the colonial legis ~atures, the 
fate of which had not yet been heard, might induce the 
mother country to change her policy; these hopes how
ever, were faint; and few there were that entertained 
them. 1.\'Iany considered submission in the present state 
of the colonies, as unavoidable; and that this was the 
opinion of Doctor Franklin himself, is apparent from 
the remark with which he took leave of Mr. Ingersoll, 
on his departure for America." The idea of resistance 
by force, was no where glanced at in the most distant 
manner; no heart seems to have been bold enough at 
first, to conceive it Men, on other occasions marked 
for intrepidity and decision, now hung back; unwilling to 
submit, and yet afraid to speak out in the language of 
bold and open defiance. It was just at this moment of 
despondency in some quarters, suspense in others, and 
surly and reluctant submission wherever submission 
appeared, that Patrick Hemy stood forth to raise the 
drooping spirit of the people, and to unite all hearts and 
hands in the cause of his country. With the view of 
making way for him and placing him in the public coun
cils of the country, Mr. William Johnson, who had been 
elected a member of the house of burgesses for the 
county of Louisa, V8:cated his seat by accepting the com
mission of coroner. LTpe writ of election to supply his 
place was awarded on the first of May, 1765, and on 
the 20th day of that month, it appears by the journals, 
that Mr. Helll'Y was added to the committee for courts 
of justice.' l 

Hm:e,--agflin, he was upon a new theatre, and per
IOnally unknown, except to those few who might have 

• " Go home and teD your countrymen to get chiJdren as fut .. they 
r.t:n,"-GcntIlO ... 
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heard his argument on the contested election of Mr. 
Littlepage, the preceding winter. His dress and man
ners were still those of the plain planter, and in his per
sonal appearance, there 'was nothing to excite curiosity 
or awaken expectation. The forms of the house, of 
which he was now for the first time a member, were, 
as has been stated, most awfully dignified; its active 
members were composed of the landed aristocracy and 
their adherents; and amongst them were men to whose 
superiority of talents, as well as influence and power, 
the yeomanry of the country had long been accustomed 
to bow, with tacit and submissive deference. 

John Robinson, the speaker of the house, was one of 
the most opulent men in the colony, and the acknow
ledged head of its landed aristocracy. He had now 
filled the chair of the house with great dignity, and 
without interruption, for five and twenty years. He was, 
also, the colonial 1reasurer; and from the high offices 
which he held, in connexion with the regal government, 
was as warmly attached to its authority by interest, as 
he was by taste and fashion, to all the grandeur of its 
forms. But, notwithstanding this close alliance with 
the court, his personal influence, in every class of 
society was very great; and he held that influence by a 
tenure far superior to any that his own vast wealth or the 
power of the crown could confer. For he possessed a 
strong and well informed IDind, enlarged and corrected 
by great experience, and he united with it, a benevolence 
of spirit and a courtesy of manners, which never 
failed to attach every heart that approached him. The 
poor drew near to him without awe or embarrassment; 
they came indeed, with filial confidence; for they never 
failed to find in him~ a sympathetic friend, and an able 
counsellor. The rich enjoyed in him an easy, enIight-
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ened, and instructive companion; and, next to the 
governor, regarded him as the highest model of elegance 
and fashion. An anecdote is related of this gentleman, 
which displays in a strong and amiable light, the exalted 
force of his feelings, and the truly noble cast of his man
ners. When col. Washington (the immortal saviour 
of his country) had closed his career in the French and 
Indian war, and had become a member of the house of 
burgesses, the speaker, Robinson, was directed by a 
vote of the house, to return their thanks to that gentle
man, on- behalf of the colony, for the distinguished mili
tary services which he had rendered to his country. As 
soon as col. Washington took his seat, Mr. Robinson, 
in obedience to this order, and following the impulse of 
his own generous and grateful heatt, discharged the 
duty, with great dignity; but with such warmth of 
colouring and strength of expression) as entirely con
founded the young hero. He rose to express his ac
knowledgments for tho'honour; but such was his trepi
dation and confusion, that he could not give distinct 
utterance to a. single syllable. He blushed, stammered, 
and trembled, for a second; when the speaker relieved 
him, by a stroke of address that would have done honour : 
to Louis the XIV. in his proudest and happiest mo-/ 
ment. . " Sit down, Mr. 'Washington," said he, with a \ 
conciliating smile; "your modesty is equal to your \ 
valour; and that surpasses the power of any language I 
tbp.t I possess.'" 

Peyton Randolph, the king's attorney general, held 
the next rank to the speaker. He was not distinguished 
for eloquence; but he derived great weight from the 
solid powers of his understanding, and the no less solid 

• en the autJaority of Edmund Randolph. 
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virtues of his heart. He was wen acquainted with all 
the forms of parliamentary proceeding; was an eminent 
lawyer, and a well informed and practical statesman. 

Richard Bland was one of the most enlightened men 
in the co!onv. He was a man of finished education, 

~ 

and of the most unbending habits of application. His 
perfect mastery of every fact connected with the settle. 
ment and progress of the colony, had given him the 
name of the Virginian Antiquary.· He was a politi
cian of the first class; a profound logician, and was also 
considered as the first writer in the colony.t 

Edward Pendleton, the protege of the speaker Robin
son, was also, among the most prominent members ill 
the house. He had, in a great measure, overcome the 
disadvantages of an extremely defective education, and, 
by the force of g~ company and the study of correct 
authors, had attained to great accuracy and perspicuity 
of style. The patronage of the speaker had introduced 
bim to the first circles, and his mannen were elevated, 
graceful and insinuating. His penoll was spare, but 
well proportioned; and his countenance one of the finest 
in the world: serene-contemplative--benignant-with 

• Edmund Randolpb. 
t CI He was," .y. a cOl"l'e8pondent, II the most leamed IIDd logical maa 

of those who took a prominent lead in public affairs; profound .in. constitu
tional lore; but a most ungraceful apeaker in debate. He wrote the Irst 
pamphlet on the nRton of the connesion with Great Britain, which bad My 
pretension to accuracy of view on that subject; but it was a liDll1_ one : 
he would set out on sound principles. pursue them logically, tiD he CoUld 
them leading to the precipice which we had to leap; start back, alarmed; 
then resume his ground, go over it in another direction. be led again by tlae 
correctness of his reasoning, to the same place, and again tack about aIICI 
try other processes to reconcile right and wrong; but left bis reader a. 
himself, bewildered between the steady index of the comp_ in their hand. 
and the phantasm to which it seemed to point. Still there wu more aound 
matter in this pamphlet, than in the celebrated Fanner's Letters, 1IIlaica were 
really but an i,f'l;' /Glrnu, rnisleadinr us from true principle." 
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that expression of unclouded intelligence and extensive 
reach, which seemed to denote him capable of any thing, 
that could be effected by the power of the human mind. 
His mind itself, was of a very fine order. It was clear, 
comprehensive, sagacious and correct; with a most acute 
and subtle faculty of discrimination; a fertility of expe
dient which could never be exhausted; a dexterity of 
address which never lost an advantage and never gave 
one; and a capacity for continued and unremitting appli
cation, which was perfectly invincible. As a lawyer and 
a stateman, he had few equals; no superiors. For par
liamentary management, he was without a rival. With 
all these advantages of person, manners, address and in
tenect, he was also a speaker of distinguished eminence. 
He had that silver voice- of which Cicero makes such 
frequent and honourable mention-an articulation un
commonly distinct-a perennial stream of transparent, 
cool and sweet elocution; and the power of presenting his 
arguments with great simplicity, and striking effect He 
was always graceful, argumentative, persuasive: never ve
hement, rapid, or abrupt He could instruct and delight; 
but he had no pretensions to those high powers which are 
calculated to "shake the human soul." George lVythe: 
also, a member of the House, was confessedly among 
the first in point of abilities. There is a story circulated, 
as upon his own authority, that he was initiated by his 
mother, in the Latin classics.t Be this as it may, it is 
certain that he had raised upon the original foundation~ 
whencesoever acquired, a superstructure of ancient 
literature which has been rarely equalled in this coun
try. He was perfectly familiar with the authors of Greece 

• Yor~, lee the Bnatus, pa.rilll. 

t I heard it from the late judge Nelson, rus relation. 
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and Rome; read them with the same ease and quoted 
them with the same promptitude that he could the 
authors in his native tongue. He carried his love of 
antiquity rather too far; for he frequently subjected 
himself to the charge of pedantry; and his admiration of 
the gigantic writers of Queen Elizabeth's reign, had 
unfortunately betrayed him into an imitation of their 
quaintness. Yet, with ,all this singularity of taste, he 
was a man of great capacity; powerful in argument; fre
quently pathetic; and elegantly keen and sarcastic in 
repartee. He was long the rival of Mr. Pendleton at the 
bar, whom he equalled as a common lawyer, and greatly 
surpassed as a civilian: but he was too open and direct 
in his conduct, and possessed too little management 
either with regard to bis own temper or those of other 
men, to cope with so cool and skilful an adversary. 
Though a full match for Mr. Pendleton in the powers of 
fair and solid reasoBing, Mr. Pendleton could whenever 
he pleased, and would whenever it was necessary, 
tease him with quibbles, and vex him with sophistries, 
until he destroyed the composure of his mind and rob
bed him of his strength. No man was ever more entirely 
destitute of art than Mr. Wythe. He knew nothing, even 
in his profession, and never would know any thing of 
" crooked and indirect by-ways." Whatever he had to 
do, was to be done openly, avowedly and above board. 
He would not, even at the bar, have accepted of success 
on any other terms. This simplicity and integrity of 
character, although it sometimes exposed him to the 
arts and sneers of the less scrupulous, placed him be
fore his countrymen, on the ground which Cresar wish~d 
his wife to occupy~ he was not only pure, but above all 
suspicion. The unaffected sanctity of his principles, 
lmited with his modesty and simple elegance of manners, 
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his attic wit, his stores of rare knowledge, his capacity 
for business, and the real power of his inteUect, not 
only raised him to great eminence in public, but ren
dered him a delightful companion, and a most valuable 
friend. 

But Richard He~ry Lee was the Cicero of the house. 
His face itself, was on the Roman model; his nose 
Cresarean; the port and carriage of his head, leaning 
pe1'8uasively and gracefully forward; and the whole 
contour noble and fine. Mr. Lee was, by far, the most 
elegant scholar in the house. He had studied the 
classics in the true spirit of criticism. His taste had 
that delicate touch, which seized with intuitive cer
tainty, every beauty of an author, and his genius that na
tive affinity which combined them without an effort. Into 
every walk of literature and science, he had carried this 
mind of exquisite selection, and brought it back to the 
business of lif~, crowned with every light of learning, 
and decked with every wreath, that all the Muses, and 
all the Graces, could entwine. Nor did those light deco
rations constitute the whole value of its freight. He pos
sessed a rich store of historical and political knowledge, 
with an activity of observation, and a certainty of judg
ment, that turned that knowledge to the very best account. 
Be was not a la'!9Yer by profession; but he understood 
thoroughly the constitution both of the mother country 
and of her colonies; and the elements also, of the civil 
and municipal law. TbU8, while his eloquence was free 
from those stiff and technical restraints, which the habits 
of forensic speaking are so apt to generate, he had 
all the legal learning which is necessary to a statesman. 
He reasoned well, and declaimed 'freely and splendidly. 
The note of his voice was deeper and more melodious than 

G 
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that of Mr. Pendleton. It was the canorous voice· of 
Cicero. He had lost the use of one of his hands, which 
he kept constantly covered with a black silk band. 
neatly fitted to the palm of his hand, but leaving his 
thumb free;. yet, notwithstanding this disadvantage, his 
gesture was so graceful and so highly finished, that it 
was said he had acquired it by practising before a 
mirror. t Such was his promptitude, that he required 
no preparation for .debate. He was ready for any sub
ject, as soon as it was announced; and his speech was 
80 copious, so rich, so mellifluous, set off with such be-
witching cadence of voice, and such captivating grace of 
action, that, while you listened to him, you desired to 
hear nothing superior, and indeed thought him per
fect lie had a quick sensibility and a fervid imagina
tion, which Mr. Pendleton wanted. Hence his orations 
were warmer and more delightfully interesting; yet still, 
to him those keys were not consigned, which could 
unlock the sources either of the strong or tender pas
sions. His defect was, that he was too smooth and too 
sweet His style bore a striking resemblance to that of 
Herodotus, as described by the Roman orator: "he 
flowed on, like a quiet and placid river, without a rip
ple."t He flowed, too, through banks covered with all 
the fresh verdure and variegated bloom of the spring; 
but his course was too subdued, and too beautifully 
regular. A cataract, like that of Niagara, crowned 
with overhanging rocks and mountains, in all the rude 
and awful grandeur of nature, would have brought him 
nearer to the standard of Homer and of Henry. 

• y ~ cCUltlM, see the Brutus, paNim. 

t Edmund Randolph. 

* Sine ullu ,o/e/Jril, fit/a'; .eckmu amniI, jlu;'. Orat. XU. 39. 
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These were some of the stars of first magnitude that 
shone in the house of burgesses in the year 1765. 
There was, yet, a cluster of minor luminaries, which it 
were endless to deli~eate, but whose blended rays con
tn"buted to form that uncommon galaxy, in which the 
plebeian Henry was now called upon to take his place. 
What had he to enable him to cope with all this lustre of 
talents and erudition? Very little more than the native 
strength of his character; a constancy of soul, which no 
array of power could shake; a genius that designed with 
all the boldness of Angelo, and an imagination that co
loured with all the felicity of Titian. 
(it has been already stated that Mr. Henry was elected 
with express reference to an opposition to the stamp 
a<;9 It was not, however, expected by his constituents, 
or meditated by himself, that he should lead the opposi- . 
tion. The addresses of the preceding year, made to the \ 
king, lords, and commons, in which so strong a trutb 
had been stated, as that the stamp act, if persisted in, 
would reduce the colony to a state of slavery, founded 
a hope, that those who had commenced the opposition 
by remonstrance, would continue to give it the eclat of 
their high names, by resistan.9 of a bolder character, if 
bolder should be necessary Z Mr. Henry wajted, there- ; . 
fore, to file in under the first champion that should raise : .' 
the banner of colonial liberty. In the mean time an-·~ 
other subject, unexpectedly, occurred to call him up, : 
and it was on this other, that he made his debut in the 

bouseJ. 
Tlie incident has been stated to me in the following 

terms, ~y a gentleman who heard the debate.- "The 

• Mr. Jefferson. 



SKETCHES OF TilE 

gentlemen of this country had, at that time, become 
deeply involved in that state of indebtment, which has 
since ended in so general a crush of their fortunes. "
Mr. Robinson, the speaker, was also the treasurer, an 
officer always chosen by the assembly. He was an ex
cellent man, liberal, friendly, and rich. He had been 
drawn in to lend on his own account, great sums of 
money to persons of this description, and especially 
those who were of the assembly. He used freely for 
this purpose the public money, confiding for its replace
ment in his own means, and the securities he had taken 
on those loans. About this time, however, he became 
sensible that his deficit to the public was become 80 

enormous, as that a discovery mut soon take place, for 
as yet the public had no suspicion of it He devised, 
therefore, with his friends in the assembly, a plim for a 
public loan oftice, to a certain amount, from which mo
nies might be lent on public account, and on good land
ed security, to individuals. I find, in Royle's Virginia 
Gazette of the 17th of May, 1765, this proposition for 
a loan office presented, its advantages detailed, and the 
plan explained. It seems to have been done by a bor
rowing member, from the feeling with which the mo
tives are expressed, and to have been preparatory to the 
intended motion. Between the 17th and 30th, (the lat
ter being the date of Mr. Henry's resolutions on the 
stamp act,) the motion for a loan office was accordingly 
brought forward in the house of burges~es; and had it 
succeeded, the debts due to Robinson on these loans, 
would have been transferred to the public, and his deficit 
thus completely covered. This state of things, how
ever, was not yet known: butt¥r. Henry attacked the 
scheme on other general grounds, in that style of bold, 
grand, and overwhelming eloquence, for lV hich he be-
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came so justly celebrated afterw~ I bad been inti
mate with him from the year 1759-60, and felt an inter
est in what concerned him; and I can never forget a 
particular exclamation of his in the debate, which 
electrified his hearers. It had been urged, that, from 
certain unhappy circumstances of the colony, men of 
substantial properly had contracted debta, which, if ex
acted suddenly, must ruin them and their families, but 
with a little indulgence of time, might be paid with ease. 
, \Vhat, sit",' exclaimed Mr. Henry, in animadverting 
on tllis, 'is it proposed then, to reclaim the spendthrift 
from his dissipation and extravagance, by filling his poc
kets witb money?' Tbese expressions are indelibly 
impressed on my memory. He laid open with 80 much 
energy the spirit of favouritism, on which the proposi
tion was founded, and the abuses to which it would 
lead, that it was crushed in its birth. He camed with 
him all the members of the upper counties, and left a mi
Dority composed merely of the aristocracy of the country. 
From this time his popularity swelled apace; and Mr. 
Robinson dying the year afterwards, his deficit was 
brought to light, and discovered the true object of the 
proposition. ' .. 

• In reply to this communication, I stated my IlUTprise that no evidence of 
this motion \lFU to be found on the joumala of the day. and begxed my cor· 
respondent to explain it. which he does very satisfactorily in the followiDg 
terms. "Abortive motions are not always entered on thejoumals. or rather 
they are rarely entered. It is the modem introduction of yeu and nays 
which hu liTen the me&118 of placing a rejected motion on the joomaJs: and 
it is likely that the speaker. who. u treuurer, wu to be the loan officer. and 
bad the direction 01 the joumala, would choose to omit an entry of the mo· 
tion in this cue. This accounta sufficiently for the sbaenee of any trace of 
the motion on the journals. There wu no suapicion then. (so far at least u 
I knew.) that Mr. Robinson had used the public money in private loans to his 
friends. and that the secret object of this scheme was to transfer those 
clebton to the public. and thus clear his account.. I have diligently exa
mined the names of the members on the joumals of 1164, to see if any were 
atillliving. to whose memory we might recur on this subject; but I find not 
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The exclamation above quoted by my correspondent 
as having electrified Mr. Henry's hearers, is a striking 
specimen of one of his great excellences in speaking; 
which was, the power of condensing the substance ofa 
long argument, into one short pithy question. The· 
hearer was surprised, in finding himself brought so 
suddenly and so clearly, to a just conclusion. He could 
scarcely conceive how it was effected; and could not 
fail to regard, with high admiration, the power of that 
intellect, which could come at its ends by so short a 
course, and work out its purposes with the quickness 
and certainty of magic. 

The aristocracy were startled at such a phetwmenon 
from the plebeian ranks. They could not be otherwise 
than indignant at the presumption of an obscure and 
unpolished rustic, who, without asking the support or 
countenance of any patron among themselves, stood 
upon his own ground, and bearded them even in their 
strong hold. That this rustic should have been able 
too, by his single strength, to baftle their whole phalanx 
and put it to rout, was a mortification too humiliating 
to be easily borne. They affected to ridicule his vicious 
and depraved pronunciation, the homespun coarseness 
of his language, and his hypocritical canting in relation 
to his humility and ignorance. But they could not help 
admiring and envying his wonderful gift; that thorough 
knowledge of the human heart which he displayed; 
that power of throwing his reasoning into short .JD.d 
clear aphorisms; which, desultory as they were, supplied 
in a great degree, the place of method and logic; that 
imagination so copious, poetic, and sublime; the irresisti-

a single one now remaining in life." This debate must have been in 17155, 
instead of 1764. The only surviving member of that year is Paul Carring
ton, sen. esq. who took his leat in the bOWIe af\er the debate in question. 
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ble power with which he caused every passion to rise 
at his bidding ; and all the rugged might and majesty 
of his eloquence. From this moment, he.b;td no friends 
on the aristocratic side of the house. l!.rhey looked. 
upon him with envy and with terroj;} They were forci 
ed at length to praise his genius; but that praise waS 
wrung from them, with painful reluctance. They 
would have denied it, if they could. They would have 
overshadowed it; and did at first try to overshadow it, 
by magnifying his defects; but it would have been as 
easy for them to have eclipsed ~e splendour of the sun, 
by pointing to his spots. 

If, however, he had lost one side of the house by his 
undaunted manner of blowing up this aristocratic pro
ject, he had made the other side his fast friends. They 
had listened with admiration, unmix..fld with envy. Their 
souls had been struck with amazement and rapture, 
and thrilled with unspeakable sensations which they 
had never felt before. The man too, who had pro
duced these effects, teas one of themselves. This was 
balm to them; for there is a wide difference between 
that distant admiration, which we pay as a tax, due to 
long-standing merit, in superior rank, and that throb
bing applause which rushes spontaneously and warm 
from the heart, towards -a new man and an equal. 
There is always something of latent repining, approach
ing to resentment, mingled with that respect which is 
exacted from us by rank; and we feel a secret gratifi
cation in seeing it humbled. In the same proportion, 
we love the man who has given us this gratification, and 
avenged as it were, our own past indignities. Such 
was precisely the state of feeling which Mr. Henry pro
duced, on the present occasion. The lower ranli:S of 
the DOUiC beheld and heard him with gratitude and 
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veneration. They regarded him as a sturdy and wide 
spreading oak, beneath whose cool and refreshing shade 
they might take refuge from those beams of aristocracy, 
that had played upon them so long, with rather an un
pleasant heat . 

.4ft~r tl:Ii~ vict9riou~ sally upon their party, the fonner 
leaders of the house,. were 'notv-erywell disposed to 
100~ with a favourable eye, on any proposition which he 
should make. They had less idea of contributing to 
foster the popularity and pamper the power of a man, 

~ who seemed born to be ,their scour,ge, and to drag down 
their ancient honours to the dust It was in this un
propitious state of things, after having waited in vain 
for some step to be taken on the other side of the house, 
and when the session was within three days of its expect
ed close, that Mr. Henry introduced his celebrated 
resolutions on the stamp act 

"/'ttJ<. 

I will not withhold from the reader a note of this 
transaction from the pen of Mr. Henry himself. It is 
a curiosity, and highly worthy of preservation. After ~i~ 
de..ath.., Jh~r~ ~i~un!.l!~~~g his papers one sealed, 
audlhuLeDdorsed: " Inclosed' are the resOlutions' of the 

, V.irg.i!!~~~~~f1lJ!.l?JIj!LiJ.~5,'-~onceining the stai!~p,.!ct 
Let WI eX~~Q.to .. nu~pen th~s. paper." lVithin was founa 
the following copy of the resolutions, in Mr. Henry's 
band-writing. 

Resolved, That the first adventurers and settlers of 
this, his majesty's colony and dominion, brought with 
them, and transmitted to their posterity, and all other 
bis majesty's subjects, since inhabiting in this, his ma
jesty's said colony, all the privileges, franchises, and im
munities, that have at any time been held, enjoyed, and 
possessed, by the people of Great Britain. 

Resolved; That by two royal charters, granted by 
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king James the first, the colonists, aforesaid, are declared 
entitled to all the privileges, liberties, and immunities, 
of denizens and natural born subjects, to all intents 
and purposes, as if they had been abiding and born 
within the realm of England. 

". Resolved, That the taxation of the people by them
selves, or by persons chosen by themselves to represent 
them, who can only know what taxes the people are 
able to bear, and the easiest mode of raising them, 
and are equally affected by such taxes themselves, is 
the distinguishing characteristic of British freedom, and 
without which the ancient constitution cannot subsist. 

"Resolved, That his majesty's liege people of this 
most ancient colony, have unintelTUptedly enjoyed the 
right of being thus governed by their own assembly in 
the article of their taxes and internal police, and that the 
same hath never been forfeited, or any other way given 
up, but hath been constantly recognized by the king and 
people of Great Britain. 
. "Resolved, therefore,[ ~at the general assembly of 
this colony have the sole nght and power to lay: taxes 
and impositions upon the inhabitants of this cOloniJ and 
that every attempt to vest such power in any person or 
persons whatsoever, other than the general assembly 
a.oresaid, has a manifest tendency to destroy British as 
well as American freedom." 

On the back of the paper containing those resolu
tions, is the following endorsement, which is also in the 
handwriting of Mr. Henry himsel£ " The within re
solutions passed the house of burgesses in May, 1765. 
They formed the first opposition to the stamp act, and 
the scheme of taxing America by the British parliament. 
All the colonies, either through fear, or want of oppor
tunity to form an opposition, or from influence of some 

H 
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kind or Other, had remained silent I had been for the 
first time elected a burgess, a few days before, was 
young, inexperienced, unacquainted with the forms of 
the house, and the members that composed it Finding 
the men of weight averfe to opposition, and the com
mencement of the tax at hand, and that no person was 
likely to step forth, I determined to ven~e, and alone, 
unadvised, and unassisted, on a blank leaf of an old law 
book· wrote the within. Upon offering them to the 
house, violent debates ensued. Many threats were ut
tered, aJijl much abuse cast on me, by the party for sub
mission. After a long and warm contest, the resolutions 
passed by a very small majority, perhaps of one or two 
only. The alarm spread throughout America with asto- . 
nishing quickness, and the ministerial party were over
whelmed. The great point of resistance to British tax-f ation was universally established in the colonies. This 
brought on ~e war, which finally separated the two 
countries, and gave independence to ours. Whether 
this will prove a blessing or a curse, will depend upon 
the use our people make of the blessings which a gra
cious God hath bestowed on us. If they are wise, they 
will be great and happy. If they are of a contrary 
character,. they will be miserable.-Righteousness alone 
can exait them as a nation. 
-" Reader! whoever thou art, remember this; and in 
thy sphere, practise virtue thyself, and encourage it in 

\-. others.-P. HENRY." 

Such is the short, plain and modest account which 
Mr. Henry has left of this transaction. But other in
teresting particulars have been handed down by tradi
tion, and live still in the recollection of one, at least, now 

• Judge Tyler says, .. an old Coke upon Littleton." 
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in life, as the reader will presently see by his own 
statement 

The resolutions having been prepared in the man
ner which has been mentioned, were shown by Mr. 
Henry to two members only, before they were offered 
to the house; these were, John Fleming, a most respecta
ble member for the county of Cumberland, and George 
Johnston, for that of Fairfax.· 

The reader will remark that the first fom resolutions; 
as left by Mr. Henry, do little more than re-affirm the 
principles advanced in the address, memorial and re
o;aonstrance of the preceding year; that is, they deny the 
right assumed by the British parliament, and assert the 
exclusive right of the colony to tax itself. There is an 
important difference, however, between those stall 
papers and the resolutions, in the point of time and the 
circumstances under which they were brought forward, 
for the address and other state papers ~ere prepai'ed 
before the stamp act had passed; they do nothing more, 
therefore, than call in question, by a course of respect
ful and submissive reasoning, the propriety of exercising 
the right, before it had been exercised; and they are, 
moreover, addressed to the legislature of Great Britain, 
by 1M flXl,y of ~ I1Ild ill a strai~ of decent re-

• Judge Winston, on the authority of Mr. Henry himsel£ The report of 
the day, tbat Mr. Johnston drew the relOlutions, i. certainly unfounded. Mr. 
John8ton, now known only from the circumatance of bis baving seconded 
Mr. Henry's resolutions, is one of tbose many friend. of liberty, wbo are 
a6ding fast from the recollection of their country, and wbo deserve to be 
l'elCUed from oblivion, by a more particular notice, thin it i. in my power to 
bestow upon tbem. Of Mr. Johnston, I can learn only, that be was a lawyer 
in the Nortbem Neck, highly respectable in his profession; a seholar, diBtin
pished for vigour of intellect, cogency of argument, firmne. of character, 
IOTe of order, and devotion to the cause of rationalliberty-in sbort, exactly 
c:aJculated by bis love of the cause, and the broad and solid basi. ofhis under-
1t8nd1nc. to upbold the magnificent structure of Henry'. eloquence. 
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monstrance ~d argument But at the time when Mr. 
Henry offered his resolutions, the stamp act had passed; 
and the resolutions were intended for the people of the 
colonies. It will, also, be observed that the fifth resolu
tion, as given by Mr. Henry, contains the bold assertion, 
that every attempt to vest the power of taxation over the 
colonies, in any person or persons whatsoever, other 
than the General Assembly, had a manifest tendency to 
destroy British, as well as American freedom; which 
was asserting in effect, that the act which had passed, 
was an encroachment on the rights and liberties of the 
people, and amounted to a direct charge of tyranny 
and despotism, against the British king, lords and 
commons. 
~ It is not wonderful that even the friends of colonial 

rights, who knew the feeble and defenceless situation 
of this country, should be startled at a step so bold and 
daring. That effect was produced; and the resolutions 
were resisted not only by the aristocracy of the. house, 
but by many of those who were afterwards, distin
guished among the brightest champions of American 
liberty. 

The following is Mr. Jefferson's account of this 
transaction. , -

"', !\fro Henry moved and Mr. Johnston seconded these 
resolutions successively. They were opposed by Messrs. 
Randolph, Bland, Pendleton, Wythe, and all the old 
members whose_, influence in the house had, till then, 
been unbroken. They did it, not from any question of 
our rights, bat'on the ground that the same sentiments 
had been, at their preceding session, expressed in a 
more conciliatory form, to which the answers were not 
yet received. But torrents of sublime eloquence from 
Henry: backed by the solid reasoning of Johnston, pre-
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vailed. The last, however, and strongest resolution was 
carried but by a single vote. The debate on it was 
most bloody. I was then but a student, and stood at the 
door of communication between the house and the 
lobby (for as yet there was no gallery,) during the whole 
debate and vote; and I well remember that, after the 
numbers on the division were told and declared from 
the chair, Peyton Randolph (the attorney general) came 
out at the door where I was standing, and said as he en
tered the lobby, 'by God I would have given 500 guineas 
for a single vote:' for one vote would have divided the 
house, and Robinson was in the chair, who he ·knew 
would have negatived the resolution. Mr. Henry left 
town that evening; and the next morning before the 
meeting of the house, col. Peter Randolph, then of 
the council, came to the hall of burgesses, and sat at the 
clerk's table till the house bell rang, thumbing over the 
volumes of journals, to find a precedent of expunging a 
vote of the house, which he said, had taken place while 
he was a member or clerk of the house, I do not recol
lect which. I stood by him . at the end of the table, a 
considerable part of the time, looking on, as he turned 
over the leaves; but I do not recollect whether he found 
the erasure. In the mean time, some of the timid mem
bers who had voted for the strongest resolution, had 
become alarmed; and as soon as the house met, a mo
tion was made and carried to expunge it from the jour
nals. There being at that day but one printer, and he 
entirely under controul of the governor, I do not know 
that this resolution ever appeared in print I write this 
from memory: but the impression made on me at the 
time was such as. to fix the facts indelibly in my mind. 
I suppose the original journal was among those destroy
ed by the British, or its obliterated face might be ap-
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pealed to. And here I will state that Burk's statement 
of Mr. Henry's consenting to withdraw two resolutioll8, 
by way of compromise with his opponents, is entirely 
erroneous." 

The manuscript journal of the day is not to be found; 
whether it was suppressed, or casually lost, must remain 
a matter of uncertainty; it disappeared however, shortly 
after the session,· and.. therefore, could not have been 
among the documents destroyed by the British dur
ing the revolutionary war, as conjectured by Mr. Jef
fe1'8on. 

In the interesting fact of the erasure of the fifth reso
lution, Mr. Jefferson is supported by the distinct recol
lection of Mr. Paul Carrington, late a judge of the 
court of appeals of Virginia, and the only surviving 
member, it is believed, of the house of burgesses of 
1765. The statement, is also confirmed, if indeed fur
ther confirmation were necessary, by the circumstance 
that instead of the five resolutions, so solelIll\ly recorded 
by Mr. Henry, as having passed the house, the journal 
of the day, exhibits only the following four: 

Resolved, That the first adventurers and settle1'8 of 
this his majesty's colony and dominion of Virginia, 
brought with them, and transmitted to their posterity, 
and all othe1'8 his majesty's subjects, since inhabit
ing in this his majesty's said colony, all the liberties, 
privileges, franchises, and immunities, that have, at 
any time, been held, enjoyed, and possessed, by the peo
ple of Great Britain. 

Resolved, That by two royal charte1'8, granted by king 
James the I. the colonists aforesaid, are declared entitled 

• "The manUICript journal was missing ten years before hostilities be
tween the two countries; therefore could not have been destroyed, as you 
supposed probable .. '-P .... I1L C~IlIlITO.llenr. 
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to all liberties, privileges, and immunities of denizens 
and natural subjects to all intents and purposes, as if 
they had been abiding and born within the realm of 
England. 

Resolved, That the taxation of the people, by them
selves, or by pel'8Ons chosen by themselves to represent 
them, who can only know what taxes the people are 
able to bear, or the easiest method of raising them; and 
must, themselves, be affected by every tax laid on the 
people, is the only security against a burthensome taxa
tion, and the distinguishing characteristic of British 
freedom, without which the ancient constitution cannot 
exist 

Resolved, That his majesty's liege people of this his 
most ancient and loyal colony have, without interrup
tion, enjoyed the inestimable right of being governed 
by such laws respecting their internal polity and taxa
tion, as are derived from their own consent, with the 
approbation of their sovereign, or his substitute; and 
that the same hath never been forfeited or yielded up, 
but hath been constantly recognized by the kings and 
people of Great Britain.· 

• Such are the resolutions. III they were amended and passed by the 
house. with the exception of that which Will rescinded on the nen day. 
Joumals of 1765. page 150. Several historical mistakes have been commit
ted in relation to theR resolutions. Judge Marshall. in hialife of Washing
ton. (2d'VoL note 4th. of the appcndix) gives an erroneous copy of them, 
from the book caned Prior Documents; in this, he is set right by the jour
naIa; he represents tix as haYing been offered, and two rejected; his 
authority for tbi., again. is the Prior Documents; but he is contradicted by 
Mr. Henry himself, who represents five only III having been offered and 
past, and Mr. Henry's written Itatement leCOMa with the clear and strong 
recollection both of Hr. Jeft"erlOn. and Hr. Carrington. Mr. Bark gives the 
ume erroneous copy with judge Marshall, and adds to them RveraJ mis
takes of his own: he aye the resolutions P&SIICd, by a large majority, IttrfJ 
tmly _in" w,ed a,roi"" IMm. Hr. Burk did not know the number of the 
membel'l, or he would have known that a vote of forty. in the negative, 
wouJd not have left a large majority in favour of the resolutions. But We 
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" By these resolutions," says Mr. Jefferson, " and 
his manner of supporting them, Mr. Henry took the 
lead out of the hands of those who had, theretofore, 
guided the proceedings of the house; that is to say, of 
Pendleton, Wythe, Bland, Randolph." It'was, indeed, 
the measure which raised him to the zenith of his glory. 
He had never before had a subject which entirely 
matched his genius, and was capable of drawing out all 
the powers of his mind. It was remarked oLhim, 
throughout his life, that his talents never failed to rise 
with the occasion, and in proportion with the resistance 
which he had to encounter. The nicety of the vote on 
his last resolution, proves that this was not a time to hold 
in reserve, any part of his forces. It was, indeed, an 
alpine passage, under circumstances even more unpro
pitious than those of Haniba1; for he had not only to 
fight, hand to hand, the powerful party who were already 
in possesSion of the heights, but at the same instant, 

have the authority of Mr. Henry himself, (as we bave seen) of Mr. Jefferson, 
and of Mr. Carrington, for saying that the resolutions were carried by a 
majority of _ ani!!; on what authority Mr. Burk speaks, we are not inform
ed. His whole account of Mr. Henry's proposal on the next day, to secede, 
and of his finally giving up two resolutions, for the sake of unanimity, is con
tradicted again by Mr. Henry, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Carrington; there is 
no such statement in the papers of the day, and the author does not conde
scend to give us his authoritf. Mr. Burk's skeleton of Mr. Henry's speecb, 
on that occasion, is believed to be equally apocryphal; the author of these 
sketches bas not been mle to procure a single authentic trace of that speecb, 
except the anecdote presently given in the text. )Ir. Burk concludes his 
account of this affair, thus: "Struck with the alarming tendency of these 
proceedings, the govemor suddenly dissolved the assembly, /!tc." vol. 3d.' 
page 310. In opposition to this statement, we are told by Mr. Henry himself, 
that when be otFered his resolutions, the seSBion was near its regular close ; 
and the .journals prove the fact to have been so. Mr. Henry left town for 
home, on the evening of the day on which his resolutions were adopted; it 
was on the next day (consequently in his maence,) that the motion to 
rescind was made; and the printed journals show that day and the day follow
iog, to have been occupied with the usual busineas which closes a legislative 
lIellsion. 
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to cheer and animate the timid band of followers, that 
were trembling, fainting, and drawing back, below 
him. It wu an occasion that called upon him to put 
forth all his strength, and he did put it forth, in such a 
manner, as man never did before. . The cords of argu
ment, with which his adversaries frequently flattered 
themselves they had bound him fast, became pack
threads in his hands. He burst them, with as m~ch 
ease, as the unshorn Sampson did the bands of the 
Philistines. He seized the piJ]ars of the temple, shook 
them terribly, and seemed to threaten his opponents 
with ruin. It was an incessant storm of lightning Imd 
thunder, which struck them aghast The faint-hearted 
gathered courage from his countenance, and cowards 
became heroes, while they gazed upon his exploits. 

It was in the midst of this magnificent debate, while 
he was descanting on the tyranny of the obnoxious act, 
that he exclaimed, in a voice of thunder, and with the 
look of a god, "Cresar had his Brutus-Charles the 
first, his Cromwell-and George the third-(' Trea
son,' cried the speaker-' treason, treason,' echoed 
from every part of the house.-It was one of those try
ing moments which is decisive of character.-Henry 
faultered not for an instant; but rising to a loftier atti
tude, and fixing on the speaker an eye of the most de-, 
tennined fire, he finished his sentence with the firmest 
emphasis) may profit by theirerompk. If this be trea
son, make the most of it'" 

• I had frequently heard the above anecdote of the cry of treason, but 
with lOch nriations of the concluding words, that I began to doubt whether 
~ whole might not be liction. With a view to ascertain the truth, there. 
fore, I submitted it to Mr. Jefferson, as it had been given to me by judge Ty. 
ler, and this is bis answer. ,i I weD remember the cry of treason, the pause 
ef Mr. Henry at the name of George the III. and the presence of mind 
with which be cloled his sentence, and balRed the charge VOCifel~\ted." 1'he 
incident, therefore. becomes authentic history. 

I 
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This was the only expression ,of defiance which 
escaped him during the debate. tHe 'was, throughout 
life, one of the most perfectly and uniformll. decorous 
speakers, that ever took the floor of the hous~ He was 
respectful even to humility; and the provocation must 
be gross indeed, which would induce him to notice it 
Yet when he did notice it, better were it for the man 
never to have been born, than to fall into the hands of 
such an adversary. One lash from his scourge was in
famy for life; his look of anger or contempt, was almost 
death.. " 

\. After this debate, there was no longer a question, 
among the body of the people, as to Mr. Henry's being 
the first statesman and orator in Virginia. Those, in
deed, whose ranks he had scattered, and whom he had 
thrown into the shade, still tried to brand him with the 
names of declaimer and demagogue. But this was ob
viously the effect of envy and mortified pride. A mere 
declaimer and demagogue, could never have gained, 
much less have kept for more than thirty years, that 
ground which Mr. Henry held; with a people, too, so 
cool, judicious, firm, and virtuous, as those who achieved 
the American revolution . 

. /~ From the period of which we have been speaking. 
/" Mr. Henry became the idol of the people of Virginia' 

.' nor was his name confined to his native state. His light 
~ and heat were seen and felt throughout the continent; 

ano he was every where regarded as the great cham
pion of colonial liberty. 

\ The impulse thus given by Virginia, was caught by 
I the 'other colonies. Her resolutions were every where 

I' adopted, with progressive variations. The spirit of re
\. sistance became bolder and bolder, until the whole COD

"-tinent was in a flame; and by the first of November, 
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when the stamp act was, according to its provisions, to 
have taken effect: jts execution had become utterly im
practicable.· 

• 
• Thc chronicles or thc day cshibit, in a DWlDCr YCr1 curious and inter

eatiDg, thc progrcu of these feelings. We haTC alrcldy giTcn a specimen 
of the droopiDg 8pirit or the PennsylnDia Guette, on the first annunciation 
of the atamp act; but after Mr. Henry bad touchcd. with his match, the 
train of American courage, its IlCintillationa were seen, 8parkling and fIub
mg, on evCl1 page of tbiI paper. Thus in the paper of Junc 20th, 1775-
.. We learn &om tile northward, that the stamp aot is to takc place in Ame
rica on All Sainta' day, the first of NOTcmber nen-In the year 1755, on the 
lat of November, happened that dreadful and mcmorable euthquake, which 
demoyed the city of Lisbon." 
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SECTION III. 

AT the opening of the next session, the speaker an
nounced the repeal of the stamp act; and the house of 
burgesses, in a paroxysm of feeling, voted a statue to 
the king, and an obelisk to the British patriofB by whOle 
exertions the repeal had been effected. But before 
these monuments of national gratitude could be executed, 
the effervescence subsided; and on the 9th of December, 
1766, the bill which had been prepared for that purpose, 
was postponed to the first day of the next session; after 
which, we hear of it no more. 

At the session of 1766, a question of great interest in 
those days, and one of real importance to the colony, 
came on to be discussed in the house of burgesses. Mr. 
Robinson, who had so long held the joint offices of 
speaker and treasurer, was now dead. The general 
fact of his delinquency as treasurer, was understood, 
although the sum was not yet ascertained: and that de
linquency, whatever it might be, was alleg~d to have 
arisen principally, from loans made to members of the 
house of burgesses. As the speaker, although elected 
in the first instance by the house, could not act until 
approved by the governor, and when so approved, was 
in office for seven years, re-eligible indefinitely-and as 
in the recent instance ·of Mr. Robinson, it had been dis
covered that an office so held, was too apt to generate
a devotion to the purposes of the British court-it was 
considered by the patriots in the house, as a measure 
of sound· policy, to take out of the hands of the speaker 
so formidable an engine of corruption and power, as the 
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treasury of the colony.- U motion was therefore made <'~, ", 

to separate the office of treasurer from the speaker's -
chair, which was supported by Mr. Henry with his 
usual ability . .7 An arduous struggle ensued. Innova
tions, however correct in themselves, never fail to startle 
those who have grown grey in a veneration for the ex
isting order of things. Tbey fancy that they see in 
every important change, an indirect blow at the esta
blished gO?[!lment, and at the foundations of their own 
property. LThis union of the speaker's chair with the -, 
office of treasurer, was one of those errors in policy" 
which time had consecrated, and it required a hand 
both steady and skilful, to remove the veil and expose 
its deformity. That hand was furnished by Mr. Henry. 
The union of boldness and decency which composed his 
character, of decisive energy in the support of his own 
opinions, and respectful tenderness towards those of 
others, fitted him peculiarly for the discharge of this 
duty. The house admired on this occasion, the facility 
with which he could adapt h~self to any subject, He 
had that foundation of strong natural sense, without 
which genius is a misfortune; an instinctive accuracy 
of judgment, which always proportioned his efforts to 
the occasion. He was never guilty of the ridiculous 

-and common error amongst young members, of at
tempting to force the subject beyond its nature---of 

• A correspondent furnishes the following note on this paaaage:-" There 
w.. but one clear and BOund bottom 011 which the separation of the chair and 
tile treaauy wasdecided. The legillature made all the levies of money pay
ule into the hands of their speaker, over whom they had controul. The only 
hold the governor had on him, was a negative on bis appointment as 
Bpe&ker at evCI'Y new election, which IIIIlOunteci, consequently, to a nega
tive on him as treasurer, and disposed him, 80 far, to be obsequious to the 

• governor." 
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swelling trifles into consequence, and working the ocean 
into tempest, 

." To waft a feather. or to drown a fiy." 

It is almost superfluous to add, that such a cause, in the 
bands of such an advocate, did not fail of success. The 
motion for separating the two offices being carried, a 
committee was appointed to examine the accounts 
of the late treasurer, and their report disclosed 
an enormous ikjU;it, exceeding an hundred thousand 
pounds. 

On the separation of the offices of speaker aad 
treasurer, Peyton Randolph the attorney general, \'AI 

elected to the chair; and Robert C. Nicholas, an emi
nent lawyer and a most virtuous man, to the office of 
treasurer. r-

After having tried his strength for several years on 
the legislative floyr, against some of the brightest cham
pions of the bar, Mr. Henry came in the year 1769, too 
the bar -itself, of the general CQurt. J" The profits of his 
practice theretofore, (says my informant,) must have been 
very moderate. For, about this time, he informed me 
that he thought his property was not worth more than 
fifteen hundred pounds; adding that, if he could onJy 
make it double that sum, he should lie entirely con
tent'" 

L4.t this bar, he entered into competition with all the 
first legal characters in the colonr.)rome of whom had 
been educated at the Temple. Mr. Pendleton and Mr. 
Wythe have been already mentioned: but in addition to 
these he had to encounter Mr. John Randolph, Mr. 
Thompson Mason, Mr. Robert C. Nicholas, Mr. Mer-

• Judge Winston. 
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eer, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Jefferson; all of them masters 
of the learning of their profession, and all of them, men 
ef preeminent abilities. 

It cannot be expected from Mr. Henry's legal pre
paration, that he was able to contend with these gentle-
men on a mere question of law. He wanted that learn-
ing, whose place no splendour of genius can supply to 
the lawyer; and he wanted those habits of steady and 
persevering application, without which that learning is r .' 

not to be. acquired. It is said indeed, that he was wo- ',. 
fully deficient as a lawyer: so little acquainted with the -
fundamental principles of his profession, and so little 
skilled in that system of artificial reasoning on which 
the common law is built, as not to be able to see the 
remote bearings of the reported cases: and hence, it has 
been said, that it happened with him not unfrequently, 
whenever he did attempt to argue a question of law, to 
furnish authorities destructive to his own cause. Yet 
·he never did and never could vanquish his aversion to 
the systematic study of the law. On questions turning 
on the laws of nations, and even on the maritime law, 
whose basis is natural reason and justice, his vigour of 
mind, made him occasionally, very great One of my 
correspondents, for example, relates to me an instance 
of his appearing in the court of admiralty, under the 
regal government, in behalf of a Spanish captain, whose 
vessel aDd cargo had been libelled. A gentleman, who 
was present, and who was very well qualified to judge, 
was heard ro declare, after the trial was over, that he 
never heard a more eloquent or argumentative speech 
in his life; that Mr. Henry was, on that occasion, greatly 
mperior to Mr. Pendleton, Mr. Mason, or any bther 
counsel who spoke to the subject; and that he was 
astonished how Mr. Henry could have acquired such a 
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knowledge of the maritime law, to whicll, it was believ
ed, he had never before turned his attention. 

But this special preparation on a given subject, and 
that subject too, depending on the liberal and equitable 
principles of the maritime law, is not at all at variance 
with the report of his inefficiency, on questions to be 
decided by the common law merely. The power of ar
guing questions of the latter description to advantage, 
requires the mind, in the first place, to be deeply im
bued with that peculiar spirit of reasoning which reigns 
throughout the whole system of the common law; and, 
in the next, it requires a cool and clear accuracy of 
thinking, and an elaborate exactness and nicety in the 
deduction of thought, to which Mr. Henry's early and 
inveterate habits of indolence, as well as the sublime 
and excursive fervour of his genius, were altogether 
hostile. 

T1t was on _ q~~tio!!s before a jury, that he..!V8.S in his 
. (~~~r~. ~~ement. There, his intimate knowledge of hu
. man nature, and the rapidity as well as justness of his 
~. inferences, from the flitting expressions of the count&
\ nance, as to what was passing in the hearts of his 

. _, )1 hearers, availed him fully. The jury might be com
.' ! posed of entire strangers, yet he rarely failed to know 

. them, man by man, before the evidence was cl~ 
There was no studied fixture of features, ~ could 
long hide the character from his piercing aDd expe
rienced view. The slightest unguarded turn of counte
nance, or motion of the eye, let him at once into the soul 
of the man whom he was observing. Or, if he doubtecl 
whether his conclusions were correct, from the exhibi
tions of countenance during the narration of the evi
dence, he had a mode of playing a prelude as it were~ 
upon the jury, in his exordium, which never failed to 
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" wake into lite each silent string," and show him the 
whole compass as well as pitch of the instrument; and" 
indeed, (if we may believe all the conculTent accounts 
of his exhibitions in the general court,) the most exqui-
site performer that ever "swept the sounding lyre," 
had not a more sovereign mastery over its powers, than 
Mr. Henry had over the springs of feeling and thought 
that belong to a jury. There was a delicacy, a taste, a 
felicity, in his touch, that was perfectly original, and 
without a rival. His style of address, on these occa..:.. 
sio~.is,,~~_lE_~e' resembled very much. !J1.~t of the ,. 
script,ures. It_w~ strongly marked with the _same sim-'~ 
plicity, the--s8.me en;;rgy;tl:ie saiiie'patDos: ' Hesounded 
no alarm;'nemaae- iioparaae;to put tile jury on their 
guard. It ~,so natural, so humble, so un~um-
ing, that they were camed imperceptibly along, and at-
tuned to'hiS 'pUI'p9se; until some master_touch ,d~~ly.ed. 
them hlfo"lears.[Jiisiangilage"oC passion was perfeiJ 
There was 'no"word " of learned length or thundering 
sound," to break the charm. It had almost all the still-
ness of solitary 1jlinking. It was a sweet reverie, a de
licious trance. (.His voice, too, had a wonderful etfe~ 

(He had a ·singuJar power of infusing it into a jury, an~ 
\..,.;:....; , 

mixing its n .. in a manner which it, 
escribejustYi ot whic p uce~ 

thrilting'-~xCitemeil~ :ili"_~~_~,¥-p.i~~! __ ~~~~~~d~~e _ ',Villi 
his deslgIi's:'---NO' man knew so well as he diu woat l{ind 
oftOpics to urge to their understandings i nor what kind 
of simple imagery to present to their hearts. His eye, 
which he kept rivetted upon them, assisted the process 
of fascination, and at the same time informed him what 
theme to press, or at what inSiant to retreat, if by rare 
accident he touched an unpropitiollS string. And then 
he had such an exuberance of appropriate thoughts, of 

K 
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apt illustrations, of apposite images, and such a melo
dious and varied roll of the happiest words, that the 
hearer was never wearied by repetition, and never 
winced from an apprehension that the intellectual tre .. 
sures of the speaker would be exhausted.· 

The defence of criminal causes was his great profes
sional forte. It seems that the eighth day of the gene
ral court was formerly set apart for criminal business. 
Mr. Henry made little or no figure, during the civil days 
of the court; but on the eighth day, he was the mo
narch of the bar. These causes brought him into di
rect collision with Mr. John Randolph, who had now 
succeeded Peyton as the attorney general. 
~~h, it has been remarked, was, in person 

and manners, among the most elegant gentlemen in the 
colony, and in his profession, one of the most splendid 
ornaments of the bar. {iie was a polite scholar.Jls weD 
as a profound lawyer, and his eloquence also, was of a 

• A striking example of this witchery or his eloquence, even on COIDIIIOIl 

subjects, WIll related by a very respectable gentleman, the late major J_pIl 
Scott, the marahal or this state. This gentleman had been summoned, lit 
great inconvenience to his private affairs, to attend as a witness a diataut 
COW't, in which Mr. Henry practised. The cause which had carried him thi
ther haYing been disposed or, he was setting out in great haste to retunt. 
when the aherift' IIUIIUIlOned him to serve on a jury. This cause was repre
lleoted as a complicated and important one; so important, as to have enlisted 
in it aD the most eminent members of the bar. He was therefore alarmed at 
the prospect of a long detention, and made an unavailing effort with the 
court to get himself discharged from the jury. He was compened to take 
his _t. When his patience had been nearly exhausted by the previoua 
.peUters, Mr. Henry rose to conclude the cause, and having much DllLtter to 
answer, the major stated that he considered himself a prisoner for the -eYen. 

, iog, if not for the night. But, to his surprise, Mr. Henry appeared to haTe 
; CODIUIDed not more than fifteen minutes in the reply; and he would acarcely 
~ believe his own watch, or those of the other jurymen, when they informed 
\ him that he had in reality been speaking upwards or two houn. So power
'\ Ib1 was the cbann by which he could bind. the sensei of his hearers, aDd 
inake even the most impatient, uncollllCioua of the lapse or time. 

; 
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high order. His voice, action, style, were stately, and 
uncommonly impressive; but gigantic as he was in re
lation to other men, he was but a pigmy, when opposed 
in a criminal trial, to the arch magician, Henry. In those 
cases Mr. Henry was perfectly irresistible. He adapted 
himself, without effort to the character of the cause; seiz
ed with the quickness of intuition, its defensible point, and 
never permitted the jwy to lose sight of it. Sir Joshua 
Reynolds has said of Titian, that, by a few strokes of 
his penci~ he knew how to mark the image and charac
ter of whatever object he attempted; and produced, by 
this means a truer representation, than any of his pre
decessors, wlw fmisJred etJerg Mir. 'In like manner, Mr. 
Henry by a few master strokes upon the evidence, could 
in general stamp upon the Cluse whatever image or 
character he pleased; and convert it into tragedy or 
comedy, at his sovereign wiD, and with' a power which 
DO efforts of his adversary could counteract. He never 
wearied the jury by a dry and minute analysis of the 
evidence; he did not expend his strength in jini8hmg 
the Mil'S; he produced all his high effect by those rare ~ /' " 
master touches, and by the resistless skill, with which, "\ -.> 
a very few words, he could mould and colour the p~>' 
minent facts of a cause to his purpose. He had won
derful address too, in leading off the minds of hit 
hearers from the contemplation of unfavourable points, 
if at any time they were too stubborn to yield to hit 
power of transformation. He beguiled the hearer so 
far from them, 88 to diminish them by distance, and 
8Often, if not entirely cast into shade, their too strong 
Jl8.turaI colours. :At this distance too, he had a better 
opportunity of throwing upon the~ a false light, by an 
apparently casual ray~r refraction from other points in 
the evieace, whoae powers no man better knew bow to 
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array and concentrate, in order to disguise or eclipse 8R 

obnoxious fact It required a mind of uncommon 
vigilance, and most intractable temper, to resist this 
charm with which he decoyed away his hearers; it 
demanded a rapidity of penetration, which is. rarely if 
ever, to be found in the jury box, to detect the intel
lectual juggle by which he spread his nets. around them; 
it called for a stubbornness and obduracy of soul which 
does not exist, to sit unmoved under the pictures of 

i horror or of pity, which started from his canvass. They' 
might resolve if they pleased, to decide the cause against 
him, and to disregard every thing which he could urge 
in the defence of his client. But it was all in vain. 
Some feint in an unexpected direction, threw them off 
their guard, and they were gone; some happy phrase, 
burning from the soul, some image fresh from nature's 
mint, and bearing her own beautiful and genuine im
press, struck them with delightful surprise, and melted 
them into conciliation; and conciliation towards Mr. 
Henry was victory inevitable. J~_~hort, he un~erstood 

! th~ .h~l11an character so perfectly; knew so· well all its 
: strength _ and all its weaknesses, together with every 

path and by-way which winds around to the citadel etf 
Ute best fort:ified heart and mind, that he n~ver failed to 

: (take them, either by stratagem or storm. i Hence h~ 
.... ·1 was, beyond doubt, tile ablest defender of' crimin~ in 

I t Virginia, and will probably never be equalled again. :. 
It has been observed, that Mr. Henry's knowleage of 

tbecommon law was extremely defective; but his attend
ance upon .the general court was calculated to cure that 
defect, in a considerable degree. AD legal questions, of 
~onitude or difficulty, came before that tribunal, either 
originally, or by appeal; and h. had continual oppor
tunities of hearing them discussed in the ablest manner, 
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by the brightest luminaries of the American bar. His 
was a mind on which nothing was lost; on which no 
useful seed could be cast, without shooting into all the 
luxuriance of which its nature was susceptible. Thus 
improving every hint, and ramifying every principle 
which was brought into his view, there is reason to 
believe that a few years must have made him not only a 
master of the general canons of property, but of the 
modifications and exceptions of more frequent occur
rence, by which those canons are restrained and govern
ed. In support of this conclusion, I find that in January 
U7S, Robert C. Nicholas, who had enjoyed the first __ 
practice at the bar, and who, by virtue of his office of 
treasurer, was forced to relinquish that practice, com
mitted, by a public advertisement, his unfinished busi-
ness to Mr. Henry; a step which a man so remarkably 
scrupulous in the discharge of every moral duty, would 
not have taken, had there been any incompetency on 
the part of his substitute. 

The British ministry, however, did not permit.Mr. 
Henry to waste himself in forensic exertions. The joy 
of the Americans, on the repeal of the stainp act, was 
very short-lived. That measure had not been, on the 
part of the British parliament, a voluntary sacrifice to 
~th and right The ministry and their friends disavow
ed this ground; and were forward, on every occasion, 
to convince the colonies that they-had nothing to ex
pect, either from the clemency or the magnanimity of 
the British cabinet Thus on a question of supplies for 
the army in the session of parliament of 1766-7, a 
motion was made-in the house of commons, that the 
revenues arising and to arise in America, be applied to 
subsisting the troo~ now there, and tOOse other regi
ments which it is proposed to send; in support of which~ 
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that brilliant political meteor, Charles Townsend, 
urged, among other things, "1M propridy of more 
troops being sent to . .!lmerica, and of their being quar
tered in 1M lJJrge towns. He said that he bad a plan 
preparing, which he would lay before the house,/or tIae 
raising of tmpplies in .!lmerica. That the legislative 
authority .of Great Britain, extended to every colony, 

. in every particular. That the distinction, between in
~ and external taxes, was nonsense; and that he 

voted for the repeal of the stamp act, not because it was 
not a good act, but because, at that time, there appeared 
a propridy in repealing it. He added, that he repeated 

• 1M sentence, tbm the gaUeries might hear him; and after 
tlwt, he did not exped to M'De his IItattI£ erected in.!ltM
rica: in all which, Mr. Grenville joined him fully." 

This temper soon manifested itself in open acts, anel 
turned the late joy of the colonies, into mourning. 

The first obnoxious measure was a stem demand of 
satisfaction, from the legislatures of the colonies, for the , 
injuries which had been done to the' stamp officers and 
their adherents. The legislature of Massachusetts, of 
whom this demand was first made, very respectfully, 
and with good reason questioned the propriety and jus
tice of taxing the whole colony, for the excesses of a 
few individuals, which they had neither prompted nor 
approved; for the sake of peace however, and in the 
spirit of accommodation that satisfaction was given; but 
they annexed to their vote of satisfaction, a grant of par-
don to the rioters; and in England, according to the 
usual courtesy of that country, nothing was said of the 
satisfaction, while the pardon was treated as a most 
insolent and impudent usurpation of the royal au-
thority. • 

The next step was that suggested by Mr. Townsend, 
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of quartering large bodies of troops upon the chief towns 
in the colonies, and demanding of the several colonial 
legislatures, a provision for their comfortable support 

• and accommodation. A measure more replete with 
exasperation could scarcely have been devised. The 
very presence of those myrmidons was an insult; for it 
was a direct reflection on the fidelity of the colonists. 
Their object was perfectly understood: it was to curb 
the just and honourable spirit of the people; to dragoon 
them into submission to the parliamentary claim of taxa
tion, and reduce them to the condition of vassals, go
verned by the right of conquest The rudeness of the 
soldiery too, was well calculated to keep up and in
erease the irritation, which their presence alone would 
have been sufficient to excite. On Boston, they were in 
the habit of stopping the most respectable citizens in 
the streets and compelling them to answer insulting in
quiries, or committing them to confinement on their re
fusal, assigning, as the ground of their conduct, that 
the town was a garrisoned to~ In New York, 
they provoked a contest with the people by making 
war upon a liberty pole, which was the first object 
of their earthly devotions, and which the soldiers conti
nually destroyed or attempted to destroy, as soon as it 
could be replaced. And as if all this insult and humilia
tion were not enough, the colonies were to be constrain
ed to tax themselves, to foster and cherish those instru
~ts of their degradation. 
LThe legislature of New York, in a tone, at least 

sufficiently submissive for the occasion, and on the ralse 
ground of the inability of the colony, begged to be ex
cused from making the provisio!W For this high offence, 
the legislative powe~ of that colony was abolished by 
act of parliament, until they should submit to make 
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the provision which was required: and they did 
submit 

A body of British troops alleged to have been driven 
by stress of weather into Boston, in the recess of the 
colonial legislature, had been provided for out of the 
public monies, by the go,-ernor and his council. The 
legislature met shortly afterwards, and remonstrated 
~oainst this unconstitutional appropriation, with that 
Romall firmness and dignity, which marked the charac
ter of Massachusetts in every stage of the contest But 
governor Bernard, highly indignant at what he affected 
to consider as presumption, made such a communica
tion upon the subject to tlle British court, as could have 
had, and could have been designed to have no other 
effect, than to widen the breach, and inflame more high
ly those animosities, which already required no new 
aggravation. 

These military preparations were well understood to 
be the harbingers of some unconstitutional act, the exe
cution of which tQey were necessary to enforce. Why 
those preparation~ were restricted to the northern 
states, and more particularly to Massachusetts, has never 
been satisfactorily explained. There was no colony 
which resisted, with more firmness and constancy, the 
pretensions of the British parliament than that of Vir
ginia; yet no military force was thought necessary, dur
ing the lives of the governors Fftu.qWer andBottetourt, 
to keep down· the spirit of rebellion in this colony. A 
solution of the difficulty may perhaps be found, in the 
character of the different governors. Virginia had the 
good fortune, during this period, to be governed by en
lightened and amiable men, who saw and did justice to 
the motives and measure of resistance which was medi
tated; who were both able and willing to distinguish be-
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tween reason and force, between remonstrance and 
rebellion; who perceived with pleasure, the spirit of 
genuine and unaffected loyalty and afi'"ection for the 
parent country, which mingled itself with every com-
plaint; and who, in their communications to the British 
court, were disposed rather" to extenuate," than "to set 
down aught in malice." Whereu Bernard, the governor 
of Massachusetts, was the fit instrument and apt re
presentative of the masters whom he served: for he had ./ 
all their pride and unfeeling insolence, and seems to ; 
have enjoyed a kind of fiend-like pleasure, in rendering 
his province hateful at home, by the most virulent 
misrepresentations; and in drawing down upon her, 
the accumulated CU1'8e8 and oppressions of the parent 
country.-

These preparatory steps having been taken, an act 
of parliament was passed, imposing certain duties on 
glaa, white and red lead, painters' colours, tea, and ~~.
paper imported into the colonies. This act was to take 
effect 01\ the 20th of November, 1767; and to ensure ita 
operation, another act authorized the king to appoint a 
board ot trade to reside in the colonies, and to instruct 
them, at his pleasure and without limit, as to the mode 
of executing their duties under this law. A commis-
sion accordingly issued, by which the commi88ioners 
were armed with a power of search and seizure, at their 

• ExtrIet ofa letter, dated London, June 5,1770. "The people of Eng. 
land now cune roveftlOl' Berna'd, as bitterly as thoie of America. Bel"lW'd 
was drove out of the Smyma coWee-house not many days since, by general 
Oglethorpe, who told hbh he WlIII a dirty, fsetious scoundrel, and smelled 
curled ItIoIIg olthe hangman; that he had better leave the I'OO1D, as unwor
thy to mix with gentlemen of character, but that he would give him the 
utiafaetion of foUowing him to the dOOl', had he any thing to reply. The 
pel'ftOl' left the hOUJe like a guilty coward." PII!rlflYLV~!rU GntTTi, 
AUfUSl 30th, 1770. 

L 
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discretion; with authority to call for aid, upon the na
val and military establishments within the colony; and 
with an u:emption from prosecution ur responsibility be
fore any oftM king's cuurls,fur w1wlsoever tMy might 
do, by any wnstnJ.cticm of thei,' commission. 

Another measure which gave great offence to the c0-

lonies, was the establishment of a board of admiralty, 
with extensive powers, supported by large salaries in
dependent of the colonies, yet drawn from the revenues 
compulsorily levied upon them; and the appointment, 
also, of common law judges, to be paid by the crown 
out of the revenues of the colony, and to hold their 
offices during the king's pleasure. 

To all these outrages, the legislatures of the colonies 
answered by petitions, memorials, remonstrances, and 
letters, addressed to the friends of colonial liberty in 
England; blending with the strongest professions of loy
alty, the expression of their hope, that those obnoxious 
measures would be reconsidered and reversed, and the 
colonies protected in their ancient and unalienable 
rights. In reply, they received from the kindest of 
their English friends, only exhortations to patience UD-

der their suJferings; by the court party, menaces and 
anathemas were brandished over their heads; and the 
commissioners of the revenue, together with their auxi
liaries, the naval and military officers and soldiery, con
tinued to outrage and insult them, both in their persons 

.' . and property. 

C
~ The people of MaSsachusetts, with the view of frus

trating the new revenue bill, entered into an associa
tion, by which they bound themselves not to import from 
G~at Britain, or use any of the articles taxed; and in-' 
eluded in the resolution every artiele of British manu
facture which was not of the first and most indispensa-
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hIe necessity. The legislature of that state also, re
solved on a circular letter to their sister colonies, invit
ing their concurrence and co-operation towards pro
curing relief, in a constitutional way, from the griev
ances under which they were all su1fering. This mea
sure having been reported by governor Bernard with 
his usual embellishments, to the earl of Bilsborough, 
the British minister for the American department, that 
minister required the governor to demand of the legis-
lature an immediate recision of their resolution, on pain V' 
of being forthwith dissolved. They refused to rescind, 
and were dissolved accordingly. The same minister 
also addressed a circular letter to the governors of the 
other colonies, exhorting them to crush this colTespond-
ence and concert amongst the colonial legislatures, in the 
bud, by exacting from them an assurance that they 
would not answer the circular of Massachusetts. They 
refused to give such assurance, and were in their turn 

dissolved. ~ 
These violent measures howev~r, produced an e1fect • 

very diWerent from that which was expected to flow .# 
from them. The dissolution of their legislatures swelled 
the catalogue of their wrongs, and ministered additional 
fuel to the resentments of the peo.ple. The non-im-
portation agreement became general; and, by means of 
committees established in the several colonies, its execu-
tion was guarded with a vigilance which could not be 
eluded. A breach of it was infamy, inevitable and un
pardonable. Its observance was a badge of honour, by 
which the patriot colonist was proud to be distinguish-
ed. The privation was, indeed, in many respects se-
vere; but the suJferers were upheld by that kind of hoJy 
fortitude, which enabled the Christian martyrs to smile 
amidst the flames, and to triumph, even in the agonies of 
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death.~very grade of society, all ages, and both lIe:J:es~ 
kindled in tJUs sacred competition of patriotimg The 
ladies of the colonies, in the dawn and throughout the 
whole progress of the revolution, ahone with pre-emi
nent lU8tre in this war of fortitude and aelf.denial. They 
renounced without a ligh, the UI8 of the lumries and 
even of the comforts to which they had been accustom
ed; aDd felt a nobler pride in appearing dreued in the 
simple productions of their own 100108, than they bad 
ever experienced from glittering in the brightest orna
BlenfB of the east. 

The British court looked upon this trial of virtuous 
fortitude, with surly and inexorable rigour. They 1eeID

ed determined to carry the point, at every hazard. The 
suiferings of their own merchants and manufacturen 
were forgotten, in the barbaroU8 pleasure with which 
dley contemplated the suiferings of the colonists. It is 
BOt in human nature to continue long to return good for 

. -evil, affection for cruelty. The admiration and devo
tion of the colonies for the parent country became gra
dually weaker. This tranlition of feeling is most inter
estingly marked in the chronicles of the day. The 
epithets, "our kind and indulgent mother," with which 
she was wont to be greeted, were progreuively changed 
'~nto "unnatural paFent--cruel stepmother--proud, mer-

0: ciless oppreuor-haughty, unfeeling, and unrelenting ty
.' rant" This state of feeling was aggravated by the col-
! lisions which were perpetually occurring between the 
; king's aoldiery and the people of the towns in which 
I . 
: they were quartered. The streets of New York and of 
I Boston were the theatres of continual riobl, ending al
I most invariably in blood, and not unfrequently in death • 
.... ,~ newspapers of the day teem with the detail of 

scenes of this sort; and from the effect which they pro-
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duee on the reader at this distance of time, it is not 
very difficult to conceive what mUit have bee. their ope~ 
ration on the people of that day, already goaded to ma.d~ 
ness by previous injuriu. 

It is not my purpose to record the teriea of m888U1'8l 
which led to the dismemberment of the British empire. 
This is the function of the hiatorian. My buaineu is 
only with Mr. Henry; and, for my purpoI8, nothing 
more is necessary than to recal dle general character 
~f the contest, for the purpose of showing the part which . 
he bore in it The revolution may be tad, Mi,UC2 .. ~~!~ V 
commenced with his resolutiona in 176LFrom that 
period not an hour of settled peace had existed between 
the tWo countries. It is true, that the eruption produced tX.... 
by the stamp act, had subsided with ita repeal; and the 
people had resumed their ancient settlements and occu-~. 
pation8; but there was no peace of the heart or of the ~ 
mind. The rumbling of the volcano waa still audible, 
.and the smoke of the crater continually ascended, 
mingled not unfrequently with those flames and m818e8 
of ignited matter, which 8DDounced a new and more 
tenible explosion. 

These were "the times that tried the souls of men;" ----and never, in any country or in any age, did there exist 
a race of men, whose souls were better fitted to endure 
the trial. Patient in suffering, firm in adveraity, cabo 
and collected amid the dangers which passed around 
them, cool in council, and brave in battle, they were 
worthy of the cause, and the C8ue was worthy .of 
them. 

The house of burgesses of Virginia, which had led 
the opposition to the stamp act, kept their high ground 
during the whole of the enaWng contest Mr. Henry, 
baving removed again from Louisa to his native county, 
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in the year 1767 or 1768, continued a member of that 
house, till the close of the revolution; and there could 
be no want of boldness in any body, of which he was a 
member. The session of 1768-9, was marked by a 
set of resolutions so strong as to have excited even the 

~ amiable and popular Bottetourt to displeasure. By 
~those resolutions they re-asserted, in the most emphatic 

lenns, the exclusive right of the colony to tax themselves 
in all cases whatever; complained of the recent acts of 
parliament, as so many violations of the British constitu· 
tiOD; and~remonstrated vigorously, against the right of 
transporting the frea.born subjects of these colonies to 
England, to take their trial before prejudiced tribunals, 
for offences alleged to be committed in the colonies. 
The tradition with regard to these resolutions, is, that 
they were agreed to in a committee of the whole on' 
one day, but no(reported to the house, with the view of 
preventing their appearance on the journal of the next 
day, before they could be completely passed through 
the fonns of the house; apprehending, from the fate of 
the Massachusetts legislature, that a knowledge of these 
resolutions on the part of the governor, would produce 
an immediate dissolution of the house. When the house 
rose for the evening, however, the fact of their having 
passed such resolutions was whispered to the governor; 
and he endeavoured in vain, to procure a copy of them 
from the clerk.- On the next day, the house foresee
ing the event, met on the instant of the ringing of the 
bell, and with closed doors, received the report of their 
resolutions, considered, adopted, and ordered them to 
be entered upon theirjoumals; which they had scarcely 
done, when they were summoned to attend the governor, 
and were dissolved. "Mr. Speaker," said he, "and 

• Mr. Wythe. 
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gentleman of the house of representatives, I have heard_ 
of your resolves, and augur ill of their effects; you have 
made it my duty to dissolve you, and you are accord
ingly dissolved." 

But the dissolution of the house of burgesses, did not 
change the materials of which it had been composed The 
same members were re-elected without a single excep-
tion, and the same determined spirit of resistance con- '-" 
tinued to diffuse itself from the legislature over the colony ___ 
which they represented, and to animate by sympathy the 
neighbouring colonies. This house had the merit of origi
nating that powerful engine of resistance, corresponding 
committees between the legislatures of the different 
colonies.- The measure was brought forward by Mr. 
Dabney Carr, a new member fro~ the county of Louisa, 

-in a committee of the whole house, on the 12th of March, 
1778; and the resolutions, as adopted, now stood upon 
the journals of the day, in the following terms: 

"Whereas the minds of his majesty's faithful sub
jects in this colony have been much disturbed, by various 
nnnours, and reports of proceedings, tending to deprive 
them of their ancient, legal, and constitutional rights. 

" And whereas the affairs of this colony are frequently 
connected with those of Great Britain, as well as the 
neighbouring colonies, which renders a communication 
of sentiments necessary; in order, therefore, to remove 
the uneasiness, and to quiet the minds of the people, as 
well as for the other good purposes above mentioned: 

• The &tate of Ma8achuaetts is entitled to equal honour: the mellSUl'es 
were so nearly coeval in the two Btatea. as,to .,ender it impossible that either 
could have borrowed it from the other. The messengers, who bore the 
propositions from the two states, are said to have crossed 'each other on the 
way. This is Mr. Jefferson'. account of it; and Mrs. Warren, in her very 
interesting history of the revolution, admits, that the measure was original 
on the part of Vuginia. See the note to page 110, of her first volume. 

f 
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" Be it resolved, That a standing committee of COITe

• spondence and enquiry be appointed, to consist of 
. ~en persoD8, to wit: the honourable Peyton Ran-

dolfm esquire, Robert C. Nicholas, Richard Bland, 
Richard H. Lee, Benjamin Harrison, EdmUild Pendle
ton, Patrick· Henry, Dudley Digges, Dabney Carr, 
.Archibald Cary, and Thomas Jefferson, esquires, any 
six of whom to be a committee, whose business it shall be 
to obtain the most early and authentic intelligence of all 
such acts and resolutioDl of the British parliament, or 
proceedings of administration, as may relate to, or affect 
the British colonies in America; and to keep up and 
maintain a correspondence and communication with 
our sister colonies, respecting those important considera
tions; and the result of such their proceedings, from 
time to time, to lay before this house. • 

"Resolved, That it be an instruction to the said com
mittee, that they do, without delay, inform themselves 
particularly of the principles and authority, on which 
was constituted a court of enquiry, said to have been 
lately held in Rhode Island, with powers to transport 
persons accused of offences committed in America, to 
places beyond the seas, to be tried. 

" The said resolutions being severally read a second 
time, were, upon the question severally put thereupon, 
agreed to by the house, nemine contradicente. 

" Resolved, That the speaker of this house do traDe
mit to the speakers of the different aasemblies of the 
British colonies on the continent, copies of the said re
solutions, and desire that they will lay them before their 
respective assemblies, and request them to appoint 
some person or persons of their respective bodies, to 
communicate from time to time, with the said com
mittee." 
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In supporting these resolutions, Mr. Carr made his 
debut, and a noble one it is said to have been. This 
gentleman, by profession a lawyer, had recently com
menced his practice at the same bar with Patrick 
Henry; and although he had not yet reached the meri
dian of life, he was considered, by far the most fonnida
ble rival in forensic eloquence that Mr. Henry had ever 
yet had to encounter. He had the advantage of a per
son at once dignified and engaging, and the manner and 
action of an accomplished gentleman. His educatioa. . 
was a finished one; his mind trained to correct think
ing; his conceptions quick, and clear, and strong; he 
reasoned with great cogency, and had an imagination 
which enlightened beautifully, without interrupting or 
diverting the course of his argument. His voice was 
finely toned, his feelings acute; his style free, and rich • and various; his devotion to the cause of liberty, verg-
ing on enthusiasm; and his spirit finn and undaunted, 
beyond the possibility of being shaken. With what 
delight the house of burgesses hailed this new cham
pion, and felicitated themselves on such an accession to 
their cause, it is easy to imagine. But what are thE' 
hopes and expectations of mortals! 

.. Ostendent terris hane tantum rata, neque ultra 

.. Else sinent-" 

In two months from the time at which this gentleman 
stood before the house of burgesses, in all the pride of 
health, and genius and eloquence--he was no more: 
lost to his friends and to his country, and disappointed 
of sharing in that noble triumph which awaited the ill~ 
trious band of his compatriots.'" 

• I cannot withhold from the reader, the following note of this transaction 
ad of the character of Mr. Carr, from one who knew him weD, ad heard 

M 
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Mr. CaJT's resolutions were supported, successively 
by Mr. Henry, and Mr. Richard Henry Lee, with their 
usual ability. The reader will no doubt be gratified bJ 
a short sketch of this assembly, as it presented itself to a 
gentleman who now saw it for the first time, and who 
looked upon it with an eye of taste and genius; the 
writer who was then in the ardour of youth, and a 
stranger in the colony, has since been distinguished by 
holding and adorning some of the highest offices of the 
state. 

" When I first saw Mr. Henry, which was in March, 
-" 1773, he wore a peach blossom coloured coat, and a 

dark wig, which tied behind, and I believe a bag to it, 

thia hit firat and last speech in the house ofrepresentatives. " I weD remem. 
bel' the pleuure expressed in the countenance and conve1'8&.lion of the memo 
bers; generally, on this debra of Mr. Carr and the hopes they conceived, u· 
weD from the talents aa the patriotism it manifested But he died within 
two montha after, and in him we lost a powerful fellow labourer. His chaJ'IIc
tel' wu of a high order: a apotle88 integrity, sound judgment, handsome 
imagination, enriched by education and reading, quick and clear in biB con
ceptions, of correct and ready elocution, impressing every hearer with the 
sincerity of the heart from which it ftowed His firmne88 wu inftexible in 
whatever be thought right: but when no moral principle waa in the way, 
Rever bad man more of the milk of human kindness, ofindnlgence, of soft· 
Ren, of pleasantry in conversation and conduct. The number of hi. friea 
and the warmth of their affection, were proofs of his worth and of their esti. 
mate of it. To give to those now living an idea of the aftliction produced by 
his death, in the minds of all those who knew him, I liken it to that lately 
felt by themselves on the death of his eldest IOn, Peter Carr; 10 like him 
in all biB endowments and moral qualities, and whose recollection can 
never recur, without a deep drawn sigh from the "bosom of every one whe 
knew him." 

Extract from the Virginia Gazette of 29th May, 1713 • 

.. On Sunday, the 16th of May, died, at Charlotteville. in the 30th year of 
his age, Dabney Carr, esquire, attomey at law, and member of Assembly for 
the county of Loui... This excellent person p088e88Cd a fine genius, and a 
benevolent heart, with a taate for all that was polite, elegant or social; and 
when occaaion offered, displayed a masculine eloquence, and an undaunted 
love of liberty!' 
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as was the fashion of the day. When pointed out to 
me, as the orator of the assembly, I looked at him 
with no great prepossession. On the opposite side 
of the house sat the graceful Pendleton, and the hann~ 
nioos Richard Henry Lee, whose aquiline nose and ~ 
man profile, struck me much more forcibly than that of 
Mr. Henry, his rival in eloquence. The distance from 
the gallery to the chair, near which these distinguished 
members sat, did not pennit me to have such a view of 
their features and countenances, as to leave a strong im
pression, except of Mr. Lee's, whose profile was too re
markable not to have been noticed at an even greater 
distance. I was then between nineteen and twenty, had 
never heard a speech in public, except from the pul
pit-had attached to the idea I had fonned of an orator, 
.all the advantages of person which Mr. Pendleton pos
sessed, and even more-all the advantages of voice, 
which delighted me so much in the speeches of Mr. 
Lee-the fine polish of language, which that gentleman 
united with that hannonious voice, so as to make me 
sometimes fancy, that I was listening to some being in
spired with more'than mortal powers of embellishment, 
and aU the advantages of gesture which the celebrated 
Demosthenes considered as the first, second, and third 
qualifications of an orator. I discovered neither of 
these qualifications in the appearance of Mr. Henry, or 
in the few remarks·1 heard him deliver during the ses
sion. It was at this time that Mr. Dabney Carr made a 
motion for appointing a standing committee of corre
spondence with the other colonies. I was not present 
when Mr. Henry spoke on this question; but was told 
by some of my fellow-collegians, that he far exceeded Mr. 
Lee, whose speech succeeded the next day. iNever 
before had I heard what I thought 'oratory; an(r-if bis 
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speech was excelled by Mr. Henry's,· the latter must 
have been excellent indeed. This was the only subject 
that I recollect, which called forth the talents of the 
members during that session, and there was too much 
unanimity to have elicited aU the strength of anyone of 
them." 

My correspondent had an opportunity of seeing Mr. 
Henry not long afterwards, when speaking on a subject 
of the highest moment to the liberties of his country, 
and of witnessing that almost supernatural transforma
tion of appearance, which has been already noticed as 
bp.ing invariably wrought by the excitement of his ge
nius. We shall have his own account of it by and by; 
and shall see, that h£ no longer formed an exception to 
the voice of his country, in assigning the palm of p0-
pular eloquence to this most rare and extraordinary fa
vourite of nature. 

It is not improbable, as it has been suggested, that 
the strongly marked distinction of ranks which prevailed 
in this country, and the resentment, if not envy, with 
which the poorer classes looked up to the splendour and 
ostentation of the landed aristocracy, had a considera
ble agency in inflaming Mr. Henry's hostility to the Bri
tish court. He probably regarded the untitled nobles 
of Virginia, as a sort of spurious emanation from the 
royal stock; connected them in his resentments, and 
transferred from the effect to the cause the larger stream 
of his indignation. He had a rooted aversion and even 
abhorrence to every thing in the shape of pride, cru
elty, and tyranny~ and could not tolerate that social in
equality from which the.y proceeded, and by which they 
were nourished. The principle which he seems to have 
brought with him into the world, and which certainly 
formed the guide of all his public actions, was, that the 
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whole human race was one family, equal in their rights 
and their birth-right liberty. 

The elements of his character were most happily 
mingled for the great struggle which was now coming 
on. His views were not less steady than they were 
bold. His vision pierced deeply into futurity; and long 
beCOTe a whisper of independence had been heard in this 
land, he had looked through the whole of the approach
ing contest, and saw, with the eye and the rapture of a 
prophet, his country seated aloft among the nations of the ' 
earth. .A. striking proof of this prescience, is given in an 
anecdote communicated to me by Mr. Pope. These are 
his words: "I am informed by col John Overton, that 
before one drop of blood was shed in our contest with') ; 
Great Britain, he was at col. Samuel Overton's, in com~,. / 
pany with Mr. Henry, col. Morris, John Hawkins, and V 
col. Samuel Overton, when the last mentioned gentle-
man .asked Mr. Henry, 'whether he supposed Great 
Britain would drive her colonies to extremities? And, 
,if she should, what he thought would be the issue of the I 
war?' When Mr. Henry, after looking round to se~ 
who were present, expressed himself confidentially to 
the company in the following manner. l2...§.he will' 
drive us to extremities--no accommodation will take 
place-hostilities will BOOR commence-and a despe-', 
rate and bloody touch it will. be.'...] But,' said col. : 
Samuel Overton, 'do you think, Mr. Henry, that an i 
infant nation as we are, without discipline, arms, am- I 

munition, ships of war, or money to procure them-( 
do you think. it possible, thus circumstanced, to oppose \ 
successfuUy the fleets and armies of Great Britain?' 'I " 
will be candid with you,' replied Mr. Henry. 'I doubt 
whether we sIwJl be able, alone, to cope with 80 power
ful a nation. But,' continued he, (rising from his chair 
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with great animation,) 'where is France? Where is 
Spain? Where is Holland? the natural enemies of 
Great Britain-Where will they be, all this while? Do 
you suppose they will stand by, idle and indifferent spec
tators of the contest? Will Louis the XVI. be asleep 
all this time? Believe me, no,.L)when Louis the XVI. 
shall be satisfied by our serious opposition, and our De
claratitm. €if lrukpenderu:e, that all prospect of reconci
liation is gone, then, and not tilJ then, will he furnish us 
with arms, ammunition, and clothing; and not with 
these only, but he will send his teets and armies to fight 
our battles for US; he will form with us a treaty offen
sive and defensive, against our unnatural mother. Spain 
and Holland will join the confederatIon! Our inde
pendence will be established! and we shall take our 
stand among the nations of the earth!' Here he ceased; 
and col. John Overton says, he shall never forget the 
voice and prophetic manner with which these ptedi~ 
tions were uttered, and which have been since 80 lite
rally verified. Col. Overton says, at the word inde
peru:ltmce, the company appeared to be startled; for they 
had never heard any thing of the kind before even sug
gested." 

It was anticipated, that the establishment of corre
sponding committees would lead eventually to a congress 
of the colonies, and that measure was brought about by 
the following circumstances. 

The people of Boston having thrown into the sea a 
vessel load of tea, which was attempted to be forced 
upon them, were punished by an act of parliament, 
which shut up their port from and after the first day of 
June, 1774. The house of burgesses of Virginia being 
in session when this act arrived, passed'·an order, which 

. stands upon their joul'llu, in the following terms: 
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.. Tuesday, the 24th of May, 14 Geo. W.lI'74. 

" This house being deeply impressed with apprehen
sion of the great dangers to be derived to British Ame
rica, from the hostile invasion of the city of Boston, in 
our sister colony of Massachusetts Bay, whose com
merce and harbour are, on . the lst day of June next, to 
be stopped by an armed force, deem it highly necessary 
that the said lst day of June next, be set apart by the 
members of this house, as a day of fasting, humiliation, 
and prayer, devoutly to implore the divine interposition 
for averting the heavy calamity which threatens destruc
tion to our civil rights, and the evils of chil war; to give 
us one heart and one mind, finnly to oppose, by all just 
and proper means, every injury to American rights; and 
that the minds ofhis majesty and his parliament, may be 
inspired from above with wisdom, moderation,and justice, 
to remove from the loyal people of America all cause 
of danger, from a continued pursuit of measures preg
Dant with their ruin. 

" Ordered, therefore, That the members of this house 
do attend in their places, at the hour of ten in the fore
Doon, on the said Ist day of June next, in order to pro
ceed with the speaker and the mace to the church in 
thiscitj', for the purposes aforesaid; and that the reverend 
Mr. Price be appointed to read prayers, and to preach 
a sermQn suitable to the occasion." 

In consequence of this order, governor Dunmore, 
on the following day, dissolved the house, with this 
speech.: 

~, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of bur
ge9lle8: I have in my hand a paper published by order 

. of your house, conceived in such terms as reflect highly 
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upon his majesty. and the parliament of Great Britain, 
which makes it necessary to dissolve you, and you are 
dissolved accordingly." 

The members immediately withdrew to the Raleigh 
tavern, where they fonned themselves into a committee 
to consider of the most expedient and necessary mea
sures to guard against the encroachments which 80 

glaringly threatened them; and immediately adopted the 
following spirited association. 

" An association, signed by 89 members of the late 
house of burgesses. We, his majesty's most dutiful and 

_ loyal subjects, the late representatives of the ~ people 
of this country, having been deprived, by the sudden in
terposition of the executive part of this government, 
from giving our countrymen the advice we wished to 
convey to them, in a legislative capacity, find ourselves 
under the hard necessity of adopting this, the only me
thod we have left, of pointing out to our count:rymeo; 
such measures as, in our opinion, are best fitted to 
secure our dear rights and liberty from destruction, by 
the heavy hand of power now lifted against North 
America. With much grief, we find that our dutiful 
applications to Great Britain for the security of our just, 
ancient, and constitutiODal rights, have been not 0., 
disregarded, but that a detennined system is formed and 
pressed, for reducing the inhabitants of British America 
to slavery, by subjecting them to the payment of taxes, 
imposed without the consent of the people or their ~ 
presentatives; and that, in pursuit of this system, we 
find an act of the British parliament, lately passed, for 
stopping the harbour and commerce of the town of 
Boston, in our sister colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
until the people there submit to the payment of such 
unconstitutional taxes; and which act most viole~tIy 
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and arbitrarily deprives them of their property, in 
wharves erected by private persons, at their own great 
and proper expense; which act is, in our opinion, a most 
dangerous attempt to destroy the constitutional liberty 
and rights of all North America. It is further our 
opinion, that as tea, on its importation into America, is 
charged with a duty imposed by parliament, for the pur
pose of raising a revenue without the consent of the 
people, it ough.t not to be used by any person who wishes 
well to the constitutional rights and liberties of British 
America. And whereas the India company have un
generously attempted the ruin of America, by sending 
many ships loaded with tea into the colonies, thereby 
intending to fix a precedent in favour of arbitrary taxa
tion, we deem it highly proper and do accordingly re
commend it strongly to our countrymen, not to pur
chase or use any kind of East India commodity what
soever, except saltpetre and spices, until the grievances 
of America are redressed. We are further dearly of 
opinion, that an attack made on one of our sister colo
nies, to compel submission to arbitrary taxes, is an attack 
made on all British America, and threatens ruin to the 
rights of all, unless the united wisdom of the whole be 
applied( .fltfd fur this purpose it is recmnmended to the 
committee of carrupor&dImce, that tMy cummunicate 
tDitk ,hIM seoeml correspo:nding committees, on tM ex
pedUmcy of appointing tkputies from tM several coW
Ries of Briftsh .tI1nmca, to meet in general ctmgress, at 
BUCk p/AJce, anmu:t1J.y, as sIwll be thought most conve
ment; there to delibemte on those general measures tchick 
tire united interests of .flmerica may, from time to time, 
'require.'] . 

" A:tender regard for the interest of our fellow-su})..
jects, the merchants and manufacturers of Great Bri

N 
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tain, prevents us from going further at this time; IDOIt 
earnestly hoping, that the unconstitutional principle of 
taxing the colonies without their consent will not be 
penisted in, thereby to compel us against our will, to 
avoid all commercial intercourse with Britain. Wish
ing them and our people free and happy, we are their 
aJrectionate friends, the late representatives of Vir
ginia. 

« The 27th day of May, 1774." 

To give effect to the recommenclation of a congress 
on the part of this colony, delegates were shortly after 
elected by the several counties, to meet at Williamsburg, 
on the first of August following, to consider further of 
the state of public affairs, and, more particularly, to ap
poi~t deputies to the general congress, which was to 
be convened at Philadelphia, on the 5th of September 
following. The clear, firm and animated instructions 
given by the people of the several counties to their 
delegates, evince the thorough knowledge of the great 
parliamentary question which now pervaded the coun
try, and the determined spirit of the colonists to resist 
the claim of British taxation.'" 

• The following are the instructions from the county of Hanover: 

To John Syrne and Patrick Henry, junior, esquire .. 
Gentlemen, 

You have our thanks for your patriotic, faithful, and spirited conduct, ia 
the part you acted in the late &llllembIy, u our burge_I; and u we are 
greatly a1anned at the proceedings of the British parliament respecting the 
town of Boston, and the province of Massachusetts Bay; and &8 we under
stand a meeting of delegates from all the counties in this colony is appoint,. 
ed to be in Williamsburg on the first day of next month, to deliberate on 
our public affairs, we do hereby appoint you, gentlemen, our delegates; 
and we do request you, then and there, to meet, consult, and advi8e, toach~ 
ing slIch matters sa are moat liIr.ely to efl'eot our deliverance from the evila 
with which our country is threatened. 

The importance of thOle things "'bich will ofFer themselves for your 
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On the first of August, accordingly, the first conven
tion of Virginia delegates assembled in Williamsburg; 

deliberation it exceedingly great; and wben it it considered that the effect 
of the measures you ~ay adopt wiD reach our latest posterity, you wiD es
cute us for giving you our sentiments, and pointing' out lOme particulars, 
proper for that plan of conduct we wish you to observe. 

We are free men; we have a, right to be 10; and to enjoy all the privi
leges and immunities of our fellow-aubjects in England; and while we retain 
a just sense of that freedom, and those rights and privilegea necessary for.its 
safety and security, we Ihall never give up the right oftuation. Let it suffice 
to lAY, once for I1l, ","~UMWrH laud buI", .... _,.~; this it the 
great badge of freedom, and British America hath hitherto been distingulshed 
by it; and when we see the British parliament trampling upon that right, 
and acting, with determined resolution to destroy it, we would wish to see 
the united wUdom and fortitude of America collected for its defence. 

The sphere of life in which we move, hath not afForded UI lights sufficient 
to determine with certainty, concerning those thlnp from which the trouble, 
at BOlton originated. Whether the people there were warranted by jus
tice, when they destroyed the tea, we know not; but this we know, that 
the partiament, by their proceedings, have made us and aD North America 
parties in the present dispute, and deeply interested in the event of it; inso
much, that if our siater colony of MaaaachWlettl Bay it enslaved, _ cannot 
long remain free. 

Our minds are filled with anxiety when we view the friendly regards of 
our parent state turned into enmity; and those powers of government, for
merly exerted for our aid and protection, fonned into dangerous eft'brts for 
our destruction. We read our intended doom in the BOlton port bill, in 
that for altering the mode of trial in criminal cases, and finally in the biD 
for altering the fonn of government in the lIulIChusetta Bay. These several 
acts are replete with injustice and oppression, and strongly expressive of the 
future policy of Britain towards all her colonie.; if a full and uncontrouled 
operation ill given to this detestable system in ita earlier stages, it will pro
bably be fixed upon us for ever. 

Let it, therefore, be your great object to obtain a speedy repeal of those 
acts; and for this purpose we recommend the adoption of such measures as 
may produce the hearty uniOIl of all our countrymen and sister colonies. 
1TJI1UD WI IITAII1I, DIVIDID ws r.u.L. 

To attain this withed-for union, we declare ollr readine .. to IICrifice any 
Jesser interest arising from a soil, climate, situation, or productions peculiar 
to WI. 

We judge it conducive to the Interests of America, that a general con
poess of deputies from aD the colonies be held, in order to fonn a plan for 
guarding the claim of the colonists, and their constitutional rights, from 
future enc1'OlChment, and for the speedy relief of our suffering brethren at 
Bostrn. For the present, we think it proper to fonn a general auociation 
againbt the pUl'cllase of all articles of goods imported from Great Britain, 



100 SKETCHES OF THE 

and gave a new proof of the invincible energy by which 
they were actuated, in a series of resolutions, whereby 
they pledged themselves to make common cause with 
the people of Boston, in every extremity; and broke off 
all commercial connexion with the mother country, until 
the grievances of which they complained should be re
dressed. By their last resolution they empowered their 
moderator, Mr. ~C1ton Randolph, or in case of his 
death, Robert C. Nicholas, esquire, on any future oc--

except negroes' cloths, aalt, saltpetre, powder, lead, utensils and implements 
fo~ bandy craftsmen md manufacturers, which ClIDnot be had in America. 
books, paper, and the like necellll&l'ies; IIDd not to purchase IIDY goods or 
merchandize that shall be imported from Great Britain, after a certain day 
that may be agreed on for that purpose, by the said general meeting of depu
ties at Williamsburg, except the article. aforesaid, or such as shall be allow
ed to be imported by the said meeting; IIDd that we will encourage the manu
factures of America by every mellDS in our power. A regard to justice 
hinders us at this time from withholding our exports; nothing but the direct 
necessity shall induce us to adopt that proceeding, which we sballatrive to 
avoid as long as possible. 

The African trade for slaves, we consider as most dllDgerous to the virtue 
anll welfare of this country; we therefore moat earnestly wish to see it 
totally discouraged. 

A steady loyalty to the kings ofEnglllDd has ever distinguished our country; 
the present state of things here, as weD as the many instances of it to be 
found in our history, leave no room to doubt it. God grant that we may 
never see the time when that loyalty shall be found incompatible with the 
rights of freemen. Our most ardent desire is, that we and our latest posterity, 
may continue to live under the genuine, unaltered constitution of England, 
md be subjects in the true spirit ofthat constitution, to his majesty, and his 
illustrious house; md may the wretches who affirm that we desire the COIl

trary,feel the punishment due to falsehood md villany. 
WhUe prudence and moderatioll shall guide your councils, we trust, gen

tlemen, that firmness, resolution, md zeal, will &nimate you in the glorious 
IItl'Uggle. The arm of power, which is now stretched forth against us, is in
deed formidable; but we do not despair. Our cause is good; and if it is 
lerved with constancy and fidelity, it cannot fail of success. We promise 
you our best support,.and we will heartily join in such ~easures as a majority 
of our countrymen shall adopt, for securing the public liberty. 

Resolved, that the above address be transmitted to the printers, to be "pub
lished in the gazettes. 

WILIoUX POIoUIUI. Clerk. 
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casion that might in his opinion require it, to conventf 
the several delegates of the colony, at such time an~ 
place as he might judge proper. 

They then appointed as deputies tQ congress on the 
part of this colony, Messrs. Peyton Randolph, Richard 
H. Lee, George Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard 
Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, 
and furnished them with the following firm and spirited 
letter of instructions. 

" Instructions for the deputies appointed to meet in 
general congress, on the part of the colony of Virginia. 

" The unhappy disputes between Great Britain and 
her American colonies, which began about the third 
year of the reign of his present majesty, and since con
tinually increasing, have proceeded to lengths so dan
gerous and alarming, as to excite just apprehensions in 
the minds of his majesty's faithful subjects of the colony, 
that they are in danger of being deprived of their na
tural, ancient, constitutional, and chartered rights, have 
compelled them to take the same into their most se
rious consideration; and, being deprived of their usual 
and accustomed mode of making known their griev
ances, have appointed us their representatives, $P con
sider what is proper to be done in this dangerous crisis 
of American affairs. It being our opinion that the 
united wisdom of North America should be collected in 
a general congress of all the colonies, we have appoint
ed the honourable Peyton Randolph, esq. Richard Hen
ry Lee, 9-eorge Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard 
Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, 

. esquires, deputies to represent this colony in the said 
congress, to be held at Philadelphia on the first Monday 
in September next. And that they may be the better 
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informed of our sentiments touching the conduct we 
wish them to observe on this important occasion, we de
sire that they will express, in the first place, our faith 
and true allegiance to his majesty king George the third, 

, our lawful and rightful sovereign; and that we are de
termined, with our lives and fortunes, to support him in 
the legal exercise of all his just rights and prero~tives. 
And, however misrepresented, we sincerely approve of 
a constitutional connexion with Great Britain, and wish 
most ardently a return of that intercourse of affection 
and commercial connexion that formerly united both 
countries; which can only be effected by a removal of 
those causes of discontent which have of late unhap
pily divided us. " .. 

" It CaJUlot admit of a doubt, but that British sub
jects in Amen~.a are entitled to the same rights and pri-

, vileges as q,leir fcllow-subjects possess in Britain; and 
therefore, that the power assumed by tile British par
liament to bind America by their statutes, in all cases 
whatsoever, is unconstitutional, and the source of these 
unhappy differences. . 

" The end of government would be defeated, by the 
British parliament exercising a power over the lives, 
the property, and the liberty of American subjects, 
who are not, and from tlIeir local circumstances can
not, be there represented. Of this nature we consider 
the several acts of parliament for raising a revenue in 
America, for extending the jurisdiction of the courts of 
admiralty, for seizing American subjects, and transport
ing them to Britain, to be tried for crimes committed in 
America, and the several late oppressive acls;respect
ing the town of Boston, and province of Massachu
setts Bay. 

" The original constitution of the American colonies~ 
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possessing their assemblies with the sole right of di
recting their internal polity, it is absolutely destructive 
of the end of their institution, that their legislatures 
should be suspended, or prevented, by hasty'dissolu
tions, from exercising their legislative powers. 

" Wanting the protection of Britain, we have long 
acquiesced in their acts of navigation, restrictive of our 
commerce, which we consider as an ample recompense 
for such protection; but as those acts derive their effi
cacy from that foundation alone, we have reason to ex
pect they will be restrained, so as to produce the rea
sonable pllrposes of Britain, and not be injurious to us. 

" To obtain redress of these grievances, without 
which the people of America can neither be safe, free, 
nor happy, they are willing to undergo the great incon
venience that will be derived to them, from stopping all ". 
imports whatsoever from Great Britain, a!ler the first '" 
day of November next, and also to cease exporting any 
commodity whatsoever to the same place, after the 10th 
day of August, 1775. The earnest desire we have to 
make as quick and full payment as possible of our debts 
to Great Britain, and to avoid the heavy injury that 
would arise to this country, from an earlier adoption of 
the non-exportation plan, after the people have already 
applied so much of their labour to the perfecting of the 
present crop, by which means they have been prevented 
from pursuing other methods of clothing and support-
ing their families, have rendered it necessary to restrain 
you in this article of non-exportation; but it is our d~ 
sire that you cordiany co-operate with our sister cole-
nies in general congress, in such other just and proper 
methods as they, or the majority, shall deem necessary 
for the accomplishment of these valuable ends. 

"The proclamation issued by general Gage, in the 
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government of the province of the Massachusetts Bay~ 
declaring it treason for the inhabitants of that province 
to assemble themselves to consider of their grievances, 
and fonn ~cj.l!.tio~~Jfor their common conduct on 
the occasion, and requiring the civil magistrates and 
officers. to apprehend all such persons to be tried for 
their supposed offences, is the most alanning process 
that ever appeared in a British government; the said 
general Gage has thereby, assumed and taken upon 
himself, powers denied by the constitution to our legal 
sovereign; he not having condescended' to disclose by 
what authority he exercises such extensive ami unheard 
of powers, we are at a 1088 to detennine wheiher he 
intends to justify himself as the representative of the 
king; or as the commander in chief of his majesty's 
forces in America. If he considers himself as acting 
in the character of his majesty's representative, we 
would remind him that the statute 25th Edward III. 
has expressed and defined all·treasonable offences, and 
that the legislature of Great Britain hath declared that 
no offence shall be construed to be treason, but such 
as is pointed out by that statute; and that this was done 
to take out of the hands of tyrannical kings, and of weak 
and wicked ministers, that deadly weapon which con
structive treason had furnished them with, and which 
had drawn the blood of the best and honestest men in 
the kingdom; and that the king of Great Britain hath 
no right by his proclamation tO,subject his people to im
prisonment, pains, and penalties. 

"That if the said general Gage conceives he is em
powered to act in this manner, as the commander in 
chief of his majesty's' forces in America, this odious 
and illegal proclamation must be considered as a plain 
and full declaratign that this despotic viceroy will be 
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bound by no law, nor regard the constitutional rights 
of his majesty's subjects~ whenever they interfere with 
the plan he has fomled for oppressing the good people 
of the Massachusetts Bay; and therefore, that the exe
cuting or attempting to execute, such proclamation, will 
justify resistance and reprisal." 

C,On the fourth of September 1774, that venerable 
body, the old continental congress of the United States 
(towards whom every American heart will bow with 
pious homage, while the name of liberty shall be dear 
in our land).met for the first time, at Carpenter's Hall, l I ,,' 

in the city ~f Philadelphilf7 Peyton Randolph, of Vir-:- / 
ginia, was chosen president, and the house was organi* 
ed for business, with all the solemnities of a regular ' 
legislature.· , 

The most eminent men of the various colonies, were: 
DOW for the first time, brought together. They were! 
known to each other by faJl\ej but they were personally 
strangers. ~.tm&-~ alYfulb:JIolemn. The 
object which had called them together, w;S 01 incalcul
a6Je 'JIiagnitude: --'The liberties 'uf-nu-tess-than three 
millions ofpeopI~~~witb-~-aIl:~ir peeterity, were 
stake(f()il"t'he wisdom and energy ~or-llieir councils. 

• Sallust, in bis second oration to C. C,tllll1', De Rt/mblica o,'diIPanda, gives 
a ahort and animated picture of their Roman ancellton, which, with the 
c:bange ofa lingle word, (Iibmote for ;.";0) describes 80 happily our old 
continental congress, that I am sure l.ball gratify the classical reader by ita 
insertion. 

, "Itaque majores noatri, cum beRis aspe!imia premerentur, equi .. viri .. 
pec:aulia amiaa, nunquam defeai BUnt armati de libmQle contendere. Non 
in.pia noni, non w. lI .. tit_, non adve,.". rw, inpltt!m eorum aninnnn nbtgif : 
quem, qu~ 'f);rtlde «petYmI, nmul cum anima retlllt!Mll. Atque ea, magis 
Mttibua coDliliia, quam bonis przliis. patrata BUnt. Quippe apud ;IIM, I11III 

.~ erat; e;~; /48tiO, COIII,'II " .. ttlll parahatl,r; CWf1u. a'~ in
gmium,patril&, "on ftut. 'I";lItJlltl polmti. tI:rt1'c;tabal." 

8 

• 
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No wonder, then, at the long and deep silence which 
is said to have followed upon their organization; at the 
anxiety with which the members looked around upon 
each other; and the reluctance which every individual 
felt to open a business so fearfully momentous. In the 
midst of this deep and death-like silence, and just 
when it was beginning to become painfully embalTaSS
ing, Mr. Henry arose slowly, as if borne down by the 
weight of the subject After faulterlng, according to 
bis habit, through a most impressive exordium, in which 
he merely echoed back the consciousness of every 
other heart, in deploring his inability to do justice to 
the occasion, he launched gradually, into a recital of 
the colonial wrongs. Rising, as he advanced, with the 
grandeur of his subject, and glowing at length, with aD 
the majesty and expectation of the occasion, his speech 
seemed more than that of mortal man. Even those 

. who had heard him in. all his glory, in the house of 
burgesses of Virginia, were astonished at the manner 
in which his talents seemed to swell and expand them
selves, tp..1ill the vaster theatre in which he was now 

/ placed. ~~re was no rant-no rhapsody-no labour of 
;' the understanding-no straining of the voice-no confu

sion of the utterance. His countenance was erect-bis 
eye steady-his action, noble-his enunciation clear and 

~ , firm-his mind poised on its centre-his views of his 
/ subject comprehensive and great-and his imagination, 
I corruscating with a magnificence and a variety, which 

/ \ truck even that assembly with amazement and awe. 
lIe sat down amidst murmurs of astonishment and 

-'0, applause; and as he had been before proclaimed the 
o \,weatest orator of Virginia, he was now, Qno every hand, 

~admit~{:d to be the first orator of America.J 
. e was ItJJl?wed by Mr. Richard Henry Lee, who 

• 
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eharmed the house with a different kind of eloquence
chaste-classical-beautiful-his polished periods roll
ing along without effort, filling the ear with the most 
bewitching harmony, and delighting the mind with the 
most exquisite imagery. The cultivated graces of Mr. 
Lee's rhetoric received and at the same time reflected 
beauty, by their contrast with the wild and grand effu-; 
sions of Mr. Henry. Just as those noble monuments of 
art which lie scattered through the celebrated landscape 
of Naples, at once adorn, and are in their turn adorned 
by the surrounding majesty of nature. 
'!f70 m04els of eloquence, each so perfect in its kind, 

an780 finely contrasted, could not but fill the house I 

with the highest admiration; an~ as Mr. Henry had b \C~ 
fore been pronounced the Dem?s~enes, it was con 
ceded on every band, that Mr. ~ wae the Cicero 

~~ ,/ 
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SECTION IV. 

IT is due however to historic truth, to record, that 
the superior powers of these great men were manifested 
only in debate. On the floor of the house, and during 
the first days of the session, while general grievances 
were the topic, they took the undisputed lead in the 
assembly, and were confessedly, primi inter pareB. But 
when called down from the heights of declamation, to 
that severer test of intellectual excellence, tM cktail3 
oj business, they found themselves in a body of cool
beaded, reflecting, and most able men, by whom, they 
were in their turn, completely thrown into the 
shade. 

A petition to the king, an address to the people of 
Great Britain, and a memorial to the people of British 
America, were agreed to be drawn. Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Henry and otherS, were appointed for the first; Mr. 
Lee, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Jay, for the two last The 
splendour of their debut, occasioned Mr. Henry to be 
designated by his committee, to draw the petition to the 
king, with which they were charged; and Mr. Lee was 
charged with the address to the people of England. 
The last was first reported. On reading it, great dis
appointment was expressed in every countenance, and 
a dead silence ensued for some minutes. At length it 
was laid on the table, for perusal and consideration, till 
the next day: when first one member and then another 
arose, and paying some faint compliment to the compo
sition, observed that there were still certain considera
tions not expressed, which should properly find a place 

'. 
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in it. The address was, therefore, committed for 
amendment; and one prepared by Mr. Jay, and offered 
by governor Livingston, was reported and adopted, with 
scarcely an alteration. These facts are stated by a gen
tleman to whom they were communicated by Mr. Pen
dleton and Mr. Harrison, of the Virginia delegation, (ex .. 
cept that Mr. Harrison erroneously ascribed the draught 
to governor Livingston,) and to whom they were after
wards confinned by governor Livingston himself. Mr. 
Henry's draught of a petition to the king was equally 
unsuccessful, and was recommitted for amendment. 
Mr. John Dickinwn (the author of the Farmer's letters) 
was added to the committee, and a new draught prepar
ed by him was adopted.· 

This is one of those incidents in the life.of Mr. Henry 
to which an allusion was made in a fonner page, when 
it was observed, that notwithstanding the wonderful 
gifts which he had derived from nature, he lived himself, 
to deplore his early neglect of literature. But for this 
neglect, that imperishable trophy won by the pen of Mr. 
John -Dickinson would have been his; and the fame of 
h"',genius, instead of resting on tradition, or the short
lived report of his present biographer, would have 
flourished on the immortal page of the American his
tory. 

It is a trite remark, that the. talents for speaking and , 

• 'the late govemor Tyler, a warm friend of Mr. Henry's, used to relate an 
anecdote in strict accordance with this statement: it was, that after these 
two gentlemen bad 1IIIIde their lim speecbes, Mr. Cha&e, a delegate from 
Maryland, walked IIC1'OII the bouse to the seat of hi. colleaglle, and said to 
him, ill an under voice-cc We might as well go home; we are not able to 
legislate with • men." But that after the house came to descend to de
tails, the same Mr. Cbase was heard to remark, co Well, after all, I 
find these are but men-and in mere matters of business, Iml .oery C""""tnl 
",en." 
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for writing eminently, are very rarely found united in 
the same individtlal; and the rarity of the occurrence 
has led to an opinion, that those talents depend on con
stitutions of mind so widely different, as to render their 
union almost wholly unattainable. This was not the 
opinion~ however, it is believed, at Athens and at Rome: 
it cannot I apprehend, be the opinion, either, in the 
united kingdom of Great Britain. There have been, 
indeed, in these countries distinguished orators, who 
have not left behind them any proofs of their eminence 
in composition; but neither have they left behind them 
any proofs of their failure in this respect; so that 
the conclusion of their incompetency is rather as
sumed than established. On the other hand, there 
have been, in all those countries, too many illustrious 
examples of the union of those talents, to justify 
the belief of their ·incongruity by any general law of 
nature . 

.tpbat t'here have been many eminent writers who, 
from physical defects, could never have become orators, 
is very certain: but is the converse of the proposition 

:' equally true? Was there ever an eminent orator who 
i might not, by proper discipline, have become, also, a 
"" j very eminent \\Titer? What are the essential qualities of 

I the orator? Are they not judgment, invention, imagina
{ tion, sensibility, taste and expression, or the command 

of strong and appropriate language? If these be the 
qualities of the orator, it is very easy to understand how 
they may be improved by the discipline of tile closet;*' 
but not so easy to comprehend how they can possibly be 
injured by it Is there any danger that tIlls discipline 

• Nulla enim res tantll.m ad dicendum proficit, quantum scriptio.--Crc: 
SaUT. xxiv. 92. 
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will tame too much the fiery spirit, the enchanting wild
ness and magnificent irregularity of the orator's ge
nius? The example of Demosthenes alone, is a suffi
cient answer to this question; and the reader will, at 
once, recal numerous other examples, corroborative of 
the same truth, both in ancient and modern times. The 
truth seems to be, that this rare union of talents results 
not from any incongruity in their nature, but from de
fective education, taking this word in its larger, Roman 
sen e. If the genius Jlf the orator, has been properly 
trained in .~iS y~uth to both .' . 'iu'7 
inj ured, it will, I appr ,!lend found 10 d.eriYe...add.i: 
tional grace, ~e~u.ty.,..and "ViA liubJirnity, from the dis-_ 
~.. His flights will be at least as bold-they will 
be better sustained-and whether he chooses to descend 
in majestic circles, or to stoop on headlong wing, his 
performance will not be the worse for having been 
taught to fly. . 

For Mr. Henry and for the world, it happened un
fortunately, that instead of the advantage of this Roman 
education, of which we have spoken, the years of his 
youth had been wasted in idleness. ~AJ?~kQme _ 
celebrated as an oratQrbefore hel1ad.learned to com
pose;andi'i"ls' not therefore wonderful, .tl1at.when.:with
drawn ·iNm .. the..kittdling· '·presence'of the crowd, he 
was called· ' upon Tor' ihefirsr-ttme' to . tak'C -i~'epcu:
all the spirit . and ·flame · ofliis ' genius were extin-
guished.* · ' .. .. . -- . , .... 

• On this subject, oftbe rare union of the talents ofspt'aking and writing' 
in the same man, Cicero Ims a parallel bt'twet'n Galba and La:IiUH, which i8 
not less just than it is beautiful. After having spoken of Galba, as one of thost" 
men of great but less cultivated natural powers, who were afr:\id ofJowcring 
the fame of their eloquence by submitting their writings to the worM, he 
proceeds thus :-" Quem (Galbam) forlaBle vi. n01l ;1Ig"'''; .Glum, ,ed eli .. m 

Qui/lli, el 7UUu/'Ol;' qt4idunl d./Qr dkeJiletll 'n.'cmkbaJ, ,;ji:"i"bal'lilc, ul t'( jIH ;!utu, 



11! SKETCHES OF THE 

But while, with reference to his own fame and the 
lasting benefits which he might have conferred on the 
world, we lament his want of literary discipline, it is 

d grtnJi" d ~ ~,"" oraIi,,: dei", CUllS oIi_ ,tilum ~ ....... 
gut' omni, ani"';' ttmquam 'I1eIItuI, hominem deJecerGl, jlau.rJnJJ _,io: quod iN. 
qlli li"",tillS dictmdi COMec'arilur genm, accidere non 1IOId,~a quod prv.dm
lia mmquam defici, oraIonmI, qua ilk fIIeIU, ftderra..do JIONi' d dicere elKribt:rc; 
ardor cmimi IlO1l -JIn' aduI, i8tJlle cum cotUedil, -.i,;1/4 ti, eI pari JI
qraloril e.rtitwW'ur. Heme igitur 011 ClIIIBGIII, videtur ulli _ rpirare dia .. ira 
""I'';', Galb,r autetn. vi, Kcidi_." Ba1l'l'l71,:aiv. 93. There Beema to bave been 
a strong resemblance between the 1Itruc:ture 0{ Galba's ~1oquence and cbano
ter, and thOle of Mr. HelllY. In their habits however, there was this atrikiug 
difference; that Galba's preparation for speaking was always most elaborate; 
IIr.Henry's, generally, none at all On this head, of Calba's auiOUl pre~ 
tion, Cicero gives U8 a very interesting anecdote. Lzliua, it seems, was en
gaged in a great cause, in which he spoke with the peculiar elegance which 
always distinguished him ; but not having succeeded in convincing hi8 judges, 
the cue was adjourned to another day, and a new argument was called fur. 
LztiU8 again appeared, and surpassed his former exertions, but with the 
same result, of another adjournment and a call for re-argument. Hi, clients 
attended him to hi8 house on the rilIing of the court, exprelled their grati- . 
tude in the strongest terms, and begged that he would not permit biJDaeJf 
to be wearied into a desertion of them. To this Lzliu8 answered, that what 
he had done for the support of the cause, had, indeed, been diligently and 
accurately performed; but he was satisfied that ,,,,,, c:auae could be better 
defended by the more bold and vehement eloquence of Galba. Galba ..... 
accordingly applied to; but was, at first, startled at the idea of succeeding 
luch an orator as Lzliua, in any cause: more especially, on the short time for 
preparation that was then allowed him. He yielded, however, to their im
portunities; and employed the whole of the intermediate day and the mom
ing of that in which the court was to sit, in studying and annotating, with the 
help of his amanuense.. When the hour of court arrived, his clients called 
for him, and Galba came out, II with that complexion and those eyes," lays 
Cicero, .. which would have led you to suppose that he had been engaged in 
pleading a cause, and not in studying it." Whence it appears that Galba 
was not lea vehement and inflamed in meditating, than in the act of deliver
ing a speech. His succea was proportioned to his preparation. .. In the 
midst of the greatest expectation, surrounded by a Vllllt concourse of hearers, 
before !.lelius himself, he plead the caule with 80 much force and.80 much 
power, that no part of his speech passed without applause, and his clients 
were discharged, with the approbation of every one." What an impression 
does this give us of the magnanimity of Lzlius, as well l1li the abilities of 
Galba! Mr. Henry would not have taken the trouble of Calba's prepara 
tion; but he would have pined the cause, if human abilities could hay 
pined it. 
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not impossible that, for the times in which he lived, and 
for the more immediate purpose of the American revo
lution, the popular opinion may be correct The pe0-

ple seem to have admired him the more for his want of 
discipline. "His genius," they say, "was unbroken, 
and too full of fire to bear the curb of composition. He 
delighted to swim the flood, to breast the torrent, and to 
scale the mountain: and supported as he was, in all pub-
lic bodies, by masters of the pen, they insist, that it was 
even fortunate fQr the revolution, that his genius was 

left.at huge,. fij.~.e_~ iJI~.tbe.~J.~~~_horcmeSZQ( '\\ 
nature; that it enabled him to infuse, more successfully, 'tJ 
his own intrepid sJ!".· into the measures of the revolu
tion; that it rendered his courage more con ous, and 
enabled him to ~~eve, by a kind .9J hap.PI rashness, 
what perhaps, had -been-loSt -by a better regulated 
mind." 

But, to resume our narrative: congress rose in Octo
ber, and Mr. Henry returned to his native county. 
Here, as was natural, he was surrounded by his neigh
bours, who were eager to hear not only what had been 
done, but what kind of men had composed that illus
trious body. He answered their enquiries with aU his 
wonted kindness and candour; and having been asked 
by one of them, "whom he thought the greatest man in . 
. congress," he replied-" If you speak of eloquence, 
Mr. Rutledge of South Carolina, is by far the greatest .. 
orator; but if you speak of solid information and sound I 
judgment, colonel Washington, is unquestionably, the 1 
greatest man on that floor." (Such .was the penetration :, 
which, at that early period of Mr. ')Washington's life, \ 
could pierce throngh his retiring modesty and habitual 
reserve; and estimate so correctly, the unrivalled wo~/.' 
of his character.-! ---

p 
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On Monday, the !Oth of March, 1775, the conven
tiOn of delegates from the several counties and corpo
rations of Virginia, met for the second time. This as
iembly was held in the old church in the town of Rich
mond. Mr. Henry was a member of that body also. 
The reader will bear in mind the tone of the instruc
tions given by the convention of the preceding year to 
their deputies in congress. He,,~ remember, that 
while they recite with great feeling,\!le series of griev
ances under which the colonies had laboured, and in
si&fvwith firmness on their constitutional right!;J they 
give nevertheless, the most explicit and solemn pledge 
of their faith and true allegiance to his majesty king 
George the III. and avow their determination to sup
port him with their lives and fortunes, in the legal ex
ercise of all his just rights and prerogatives. He wiJL,...
remember, that these instructions contain, also, an ex
pression of their sincere approbation of a connexion 
with Great Britain, and of their ardent wishes for a re
turn of that friendly intercow'Se, from which this coun
try had derived so much prosperity and happiness. 
These sentiments still in1luenced many of the leading 
members of the conventioD of 1775. They could not 
part with the fond hope, that those peaceful days would 
again return, which had shed so much light and warmth 
over the land; and the report of the king's gracious 
reception of the petition from congress, tended to che
rish and foster that hope, and to render them averse to 
any measure of violence. LBut Mr. Henry saw things 
with a steadier eye and a deeper insight. His judgment 
was too solid to be/~uped by appearances; and his heart 
too finp and manly to be amused by false and flattering 
hopeso __ .7 He had long since read the true character of 
the British c.ourt; and saw that no alternative remained 
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for his country but abject submission or heroic resist
ance. It was not for a soul like Henry's to hesitate be
tween these courses. He had offered upon the altar of I 
Jiberty no divided heart. The gulf of war which yawn
ed before him, was indeed fiery and fearful; but he saw\ 
that the awful plunge was inevitable. The body of the \ , 

. convention however, hesitated. They cast around "a ) 
longing lingering look" on those flowery fields, on;, 
which peace, and ease, and joy, were still sporting; and"" 
it required all the energies of a Mentor like Henry, to 
pustt them from the precipice, and conduct them over 
the stormy sea of the revolution, to liberty and glory. 

The convention being formed and organized for bu
siness, proceeded, in the first place, to express their un
qualified approbation of the measures of congress, and 
to declare, that they considered "this whole continent 
as under the highest obligations to that respectable body, 
for the wisdom of their counsels, and their unremitted 
endeavours to maintain and preserve inviolate the just 
rights and liberties of his majesty's dutiful and loyal 
subjects in America." 

They next resolve, that " the warmest' thanks of the 
convention, and of all the inhabitants of this colony, 
were due, and that this just tribute of applause be pre
sented to the worthy delegates, deputed by a former 
convention, to represent this colony in general congress, 
for their cheerful undertaking and faithful discharge of 
the very important trust. reposed in them." 

The morning of the 2Sd March was opened, by 
reading a petition and memorial fh~m the as&embly of 
Jamaica to the king's most excelleilt majesty: where
upon it was "resolved, that the unfeigned thanks and 
most grateful acknowledgments of the convention be 
presented to that very respectable assembly, for the 
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\. exceeding generous and affectionate part they have ~ 
'~ nobly taken, in the unhappy contest betweeD Great 
'\ Britain and her colonies; and for their truly patriotic en

deavours to fix the just claims of the colonists upon the 

/ fuost permanent constitutional principles:-that the a&

sembly be assured, that it is the most ardent wish of this 
./ colony (and they were persuaded of the whole conti

nent of North America) to see a speedy return of those 
halcyon days, when we lived a free and happy pe0-

ple." 
.... . These proceedings were not adapted to the taste of 

Mr. Henry; on the contrary, they were "gall and 
. wormwood" to him. The house required to be wrought 
up to a bolder tone. He rose, therefore, and moved 
the following manly resolutions: 

" Resolved, That a well regulated militia, composed 
of r;ontlemen and yeomen, is the natural strength and 
only security of a free government; that such a militia in 
this colony, would for ever render it unnecessary for the 
mother country to keep among us for the purpose Of 
our defence, any standing anny of. mercenary soldiers, 
always subversive of the quiet, and dangerous to the 
liberties of the people, and would obviate the pretext 
of taxing us for their support. 

" That the establishment of such a militia is, at thU 
time, peculiarly necessary, by the state of our laws, for 
the protection and defence of the country, some of 
which are already expired, and others will shortly be 
so; and that the known remissness of gove~ment in 
calling us together in legislative capacity, renders it too 
insecure, in this time of danger and distress, to rely 
that opportunity ~i!l be given of renewing them, in 
general assembly, \or making any provision to secure UUI' 

'(' 
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inestimable rights and liberties, from, fkoae fv:rllaer ftola.,' 
Iictu.witk which tMy are 'hreatened. \ 

, Resolved, therefore, Thol Ihis colony be it1ll1l£di~ 
alely put into a stale of tkfence, aM that ) , 
be a commiItee to prepare a pln,n fm' embodymg, ann-~ 
ing, aM disciplining 81JCh a number of men, as!1UlY be 
~ fm' that purpose." 
i The alann which such a proposition must have given 
to those who had contemplated no resistance of a cha· 
racter more serious than petition, non-importation, and 

assive fortitude, and who still hung with suppliant 
tenderness on the skirts of Britain, will be readily con· 
ceived by the reflecting reader. The shock was paiR 
ruL -,twas almost general. .Th~ reso~~.!i~~~!v.~!"~,~It_ 
posed as not only rash in policy, but as harsh and)!~U ... ' . 
nigbiii'iPiuus in'JJO!~!Qt .&ilin!. ~me of theWiiiinest 
patriotS ortJie' 'c~nvention opposed them. _Rich~d 
Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, 
who had so lately dnmk of the fountain of patriotism 
in the continental congress, and Robert C. Nicholas, 

,one of the best as well as ablest men and patriots in 
the state, resisted them with all their influence and abili
ties. 

They urged the late gracious reception of the con
gressional petition by the throne. They insisted that 
national comity, and much more filial respect, demanded 
the exercise of a more dignified patience. That the 
sympathies of the parent country were now on our side. 
That the friends of American liberty in parliament, 
were still with us, and had, as yet, had no cause to blush 
for our indiscretion. That the manufacturing interests 
of Great . already smarting under the effects ot 

c(H)perated powerfully towards 
That the sovereign hirpself had relented, 
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",and showed that he looked upon our sufferings wi~ an 
;eyeofpity. "Was this a moment," they asked, "todis~t 
'our friends, to extinguish all the conspiring ~p~tbies 
~hich were working in our favour, to turn their fnend-

. ship into hatred, their pity into revenge? And what was 
.. Jhel'8, they asked, in the situation of the colony, to 

-1 ~o~ '- tempt us to this? Were we a great military people? 
f,l1Y '" Were we ready for war? Where were our stores
- / where were our arms-where our soldiers-where our 

'--) generals-"There our money, the sinews ofwar? They 
-: were no where to be found. In truth, we were poor-

o '.~ we were naked-we were defenceless. And yet we 
, talk of assuming the front of war! of assuming it too, 

· .. ··-....gainst a nation, one of the most fonnidable in the world! 
A nation ready and armed at all points! Her navies 
riding triumphant in every sea; her armies never march
ing but to certain victory! What was to be the issue 
of the struggle we were called upon to court? Wbat 
could be the issue, in the comparative circumstances of 
the two countries, but to yield up this coo:nlry an easy 
prey to Great· Britain, and to convert the illegitimate'" 
right which the British parliament now claimed, into a 
firm and indubitable right, by concp.u!st'! The measure 
might be brave; but itwas the bravery of madmen. It 
had no pretension to the character of prudence; and as 
little to the grace of genuine courage. It would be 
time enough to resort to measures of despair, when 
every well founded hupe had entirely vanished." 

To this strong view of the subject, supported as it 
was, by the stubborn fact of the well known helpless 
condition of the colony, the opponents of those resolu
tions superadded every topic of ' b~ 
longed to the cause. 

" The s~ength and lustre which we ............ ," .. , 
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tonnexion with Great Britain-the domestic comforts 
which we had drawn from the same source, and whose 

'value we were now able to estimate by their loss-that 
ray of reconciliation which was dawning upon us from 
the east, and which promised so fair and happy a day:
with this they contrasted the clouds and storms which the _ . 
measure now proposed, was so well calculated to raise
and in which, we should not have even the poor con
solation of being pitied by the world, since we should 
have sO needlessly and rashly, drawn them upon our
selves." 

These arguments and topics of persuasion, were so 
well justified by the appearance of things, and were 
moreover so entirely in unison with that love of ease 

. and quiet which is natural to man, and that disposition 
to hope for happier times, even under the most forbid
ding circumstances, that an ordinary man, in Mr. Henry's 
situation, would have been glad to compound with the 
displeasure of the house, by being permitted to with-
draw his resolutions in .silence. . . 

, \. Cl{ Not so, Mr. B~ruy.·' His, was a spirit fitted to raise 
V· the whirlwind, as well as to ride in it His was that 

comprehensive view, that unerring prescience, that • 
perfect command over the actions of men, which quali- ". ,. 
fied him not merely to gu.ide, but almost to create the _J. ' 
destinies of nations.. /f/ ltiJ 

He rose at this time with a majesty unusual to him ~~ 
in an exordium, and with all that self-possession by 
which he was so invariably distinguished. "No man," 
he said, "thought; more highly than he did, of the 
patriotism, as weD as abilities, of the very worthy gen-
demen who had just addressed the ho~. But dif-
ferent men often saw the same subject in different 
lights; a.ad therefo~, he hoped it would not be thought 
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, \ d~tful to those gentlemen, if, entertaini!!g as _ h~ 
(fuI, _~i!!ons of a character very opposite t~t!!ei~_. 

,t;sJulIlld speak. forth ~~ntiments ireery;-and without 
i reserve. This," he said, "was no time for ceremony. 

: tV" The question before the house was one of awful mo
"{~ ~J1lent to this country. For his own part, he consider-

t-\; ed it as nothing less than a question of freedom or 
slavery. And in proportion to the magnitude of the 
subject, ought to be the freedom of the debate. It was 
only in this way that they could hope to arrive at truth, 
and fulfil the great responsibility which they held to 
God and their country. Should he keep back his 
opinions, at such a time,~ough fear of giving offence, 
he should consider himself as guilty of treason towards 
his country, and of an act of disloyalty toward the ma
jesty of Heaven, which he revered above all earthly 
kings." 

" Mr. President," said he, "it is natural to man to 
indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut 
our eyes against a painful truth-and listen to the song 
of that syren, till she transforms us into beasts. .h..it;" 
lIe asked, "the part of wise men, engaged in a great and 
~rduous struggle for liberty? Were we disposed to be 
of the number of those, who having eyes, see not, and 
having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern 
their temporal salvation? For his part, whatever anguish 
of spirit it might cost, 1w was willing to know the whole 
truth; to know the worst, and t~ pl',J4I'ide for it" 

" He had," he said, "but one tamTl by which bis 
feet W:~e guided: and that·waS lli~ wm't-I of experience. 
He knew of no way of judging .of tJ,., ruf lire, but by the 
past. And judging by the past, .J~~ ,,' !"ht'fl to know 
what there had been in the condud 01 li,e British 
ministry for the last ten years, to justilv dl"~"'! hopes 
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with which gentlemen had been pleased to solace them-
selves and the house? Is it that insidious smile with 
which our petition has been lately received? Trust it 
not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feel Sqffer not 
yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves 
how this gracious reception of our petition, comports 
with those warlike preparations which cover our waters 
and darken our land? Are lleets and armies necessary 
to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown 
ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, that force must 
be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive 
ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and 
subjugation-the last arguments to which kings resort. 
I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if 
its pwpose be not to force us to submission? Can gentle
men assign any other possible motive for it? Has Great 
Britain any..eDellly in this quarter of the world, to call 
for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir: 
she has none. They are meant for us: they can be 
meant for no other. They are. sent ()ver to. bind and 
rivet upon us those chains, which the British ministry 
have been so long forging. And what have we to op-
pose to them? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have GJ\ .... 
been trying that for the last ten yean. Have we any ( IJ~ 

. thing new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We hav~'" 
held the subject up in every light of which it is capabJJ;; 
but it has been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty 
and humble supplication? What terms shall we find, 
which have not been already exhausted? Let us not, I 
beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves longer. Sir, we 
have done every thing that could be done, to avert the 
storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned
we have remonstrated-we have supplicated-we have 
prostrJted ourselves before the throne, and have implor-

~ 
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eel its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the 
ministry and parliament Our petitions have been 
slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional 
violence and insult; our supplications have been disre
garded; and we have been spurned, with contempt, 
from the foot of the throne. In vain, after these things, 
may we indulge the fo~d hope of peace and reconcilia
tion. There "flO longer any room 1M hbpe;J If we 
wish to be fre&-if we mean to preserve inviolate those 
inestimable privileges for which we have been so long 
contending-if we mean not basely to abandon the noble 
struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and 
whichwe have pledged ourselves never to-abandon, until 
lbe glorious object of our contest shall be obtained-we 
,inuatfiPt!-1 repeat it, sir, we must fight!! An appeal 

" to anns and to the God of Hosts, is all that is left 
, ua!"· 

" They teD us, sir," continued Mr. Hemy, "that we 
are weak-unable to cope with so formidable an adver
sary. But when_~ we be stronger? Will it be the 
next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are 
totally disarmed; and when a British guard shall be sfa-

~
. in every house? Shall we gather strength by irre-

I solution and inac1ion? Shall we acquire the means of 
actual resistance, !?1._!1~-8~p}neJy on our backs, and 

h . the delusive phlDtom of hope, until our enemies 

.~e to 7~" -)" my correapondent, (judge Tucker,) "thi5 
sentence delivered with all the c:ahn dipity of Cato, of Utica; imatJiDe to 
JCIIIIRlfthe 1ImDIIlll!llate, IllelDbled in the capito). when it wu entered b, 
the proflule GaIda, wiao, at &nt, were awed by their preaeDCe, u iftM7 had. 
entered an usembl)' of the pdI! J:magine that)'ou heard that Cato Iddrea
big IIlch a aenate-imagiDe that )'ou laW the hand.writing on the wall 01 
.... ul&1". ~e 7011 hellld a voice u from Iteaven uttering the 
werdl. • We.wlJ.Pl.'. the doom of fate, and you ma7 have 1IODlei4ea of the 
spea1r.er, the auembl)' to whom hc lIddreued himlClf, Uld the 1IIIl\itm7, 01 
which I ".. onc!' 
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shaD have bound us, hand and foot? Sir, we ~ not 
weak, if we make a proper use of those means which_ 
the God ~twLtur~ hath placed in our power. Thr~, 
mQ!ioDS of people, armed in the holy cause of b'berty, ' 
and in such a country as that w~ch we possess, are in
vincible by any force which our enemy can send against 
us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. 
There l~ a just God who presides over the destinies of 
natioDS; and who will raise up friends to fight our bat
tles for u.s. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; 
it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, ' 
we have no election. If we were base enough to desire 
it, it is now too late to retire from the contest There 
.is no retreat, but in submission and slavery! Our chains 
are forged. ~eir clanking may be heard on the plains 
of Boston! The war is mevitable-and let it l:1JIIIe~! I 
repeat it, sir, let it come!!! 

"It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentle-
men may cry, peace, peace--but there is no peace .. The 
war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps' from 
the north, will bring to our ears the clash of resounding 
arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand 
we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What 
would they have? Is life 80 dear, or peace 80 sweet, as 
to be purchased at the': price of chains, and slavery? 
Forbid it, _~~ty-God!-I know not what course _ " 
others may take; but as for me," cried he, with both 
his arms extended aloft, his brows knit, every feature 
marked with the resolute purpose of his IIOUJ, and his 
voice swelled to its boldest note of exclamation-" ~ 
meJibertY,.~r_gi~~~~_!!~r' £:rQ : _ ...... -'''-. - ' 
, He took his seat No murmur of applause was hean!. 
The effect was too deep. After the trance of a moment, 
several members started from their seats. The cry, "to 
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anns," seemed to quiver on every lip, and gleam from 
every eye! Richard H. Lee arose and supported Mr. 
Henry, with his usual spirit and elegance. But his 
melody was lost amidst the agitations of that ocean, 
which the master spirit of the storm had lifted up on 
high. That supernatural voice still sounded in their 
ears, and sbivered along tbeir arteries. Tbey heard, in 
every pause, tbe cry of liberty or death. They became 
impatient of speech-their souls were on fire for action.· 

The resolutions were adopted; and Patrick Henry, 
Richard H. Lee, Robert C. Nicholas, Benjamin Har
rison, Lemuel Riddick, George Washington, Adam 
Stevens, Andrew Lewis, William Christian, Edmund 
Pendleton, Thomas Jefferson, and Isaac Zane, esquires, 
were appointed a committee to prepare tbe plan called 
for by the last resolution.t 

• Mr. Randolph in his manuscript history, has given a most eloquent and 
impre88ive account of this debate. Since these sheets were prepared for 
the preae, and at the moment of their departure from the bands of the 

I author, he has received from chief justice Marshnl'l, a note in relation to-the 
same debate, which he thinks too interesting to suppress. It is the substance 

/ of a statement made to the chief justice (then an ardent youth, feeling a 
most enthusiastic admiration of eloquence, and panting for war) by hi. 

! father, who was a member of this convention. Mr. Marshall, (the father,) 
• after speaking of Mr. Henry'. speech " as one of the moat bold, veheJ!lent, 
I and animated pieces of el uence that bad ever been delivered," proceeded 

to ~te, that " he was followed by Mr. IC ,00 a oat in
teresting view of our real situation. He stated the force which Britain could 
probably bring to bear upon us, and reviewed our resources and means of 
resistance. He stated the advantages and disadvantages of both parties, and 
drew from t,us statement, auspicious inferences. But he concluded with 
saying, admitting-the probable calculations to be agail\lt us, • we are _ur
ed in holy writ that the race is not to the _ift, nor the battle to the strong; 
and ilthe language of geDius may be added to inspiration, I will say with our 
immortal bard: 

Thrice, is he armed, who hath hi. quarrel just ! 
And he, but naked, though lock'd up in steel, 
Whose conscience, with injustice is oppress'd !' " 

t Colonel Robert Carter Nicholas (although opposed like aU the older 
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The constitution of this committee proves, that in 
those days of genuine patriotism, there existed a mutual 
and noble confidence, which deemed the opponents of a 
measure no less worthy than its friends, to assist in its 
execution. A cOlTespondent,· who bore hin:lself a most 
distinguished part in our revolution, in speaking of the 
gentlemen whom I have just named as having opposed 
Mr. Henry's resolutions, and of Mr. Wythe who acted 
with them, says--" these were honest and able men, 
who had begun the opposition on the same grounds, 
but with a moderation more adapted to their age and 
experience. Subsequent events favoured the bolder 
spirits of Henry, the Lees, Pages, Mason, &c. with 
whom I went in all points. Sensible, however, of the 
importance . of unanimity among our constituents, 
although we often wished to have gone on " we 
slackened our pace, that our less ardent colleag . " .night 
keep up with us; and they on their part. clift g no
thing from us in principle, quickened their gaits ' ewhat 
beyond that which their prudence might, of its t~ have 
advised, and thus consolidated the phalant which 
breasted the power of Britain. By this harmony of the 
bold with the cautious, we adVanced, with our consti
tuents, in . undivided mass, and with fewer examples of 
separation than, perhaps, existed in any other part of 
the union." 

patriota, f\oom the considerations which have been stated in the text, to 
reaiatance, at thia particular point of time) was, nevertheless, one of the 
finDest IIIlpportera of the principles of the revolution. A. soon. therefore, 
as the meuure of resistance was carried, in order to give to it the greatest 
efFect, he l'OIe and moved to change the system; and, instead of anning 
the militia, to raise ten thousand regulars for the war; but the motion W:lS 

O'ltlrruJed. Chief justice llanball say_" I have frequently heard m,.· 
father .peat of colonel NichollS' motion, to raise ten thousand men for the 
war.~ 

• )fl'. JefFerson. 

, 
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----!lhe plan for embodying, arming, and disciplining the 
militia, proposed by the committee which has just been 
mentioned, was received and adopted, and is in the fol
lowing terms: 

" The committee propose that it be strongly recom
mended to the colony, diligently to put in execution the 
militia law passed in the year 1738, entitled, 'An act 
for the better regulating of the militia,' which has be
come in force by the expiration of all subsequent militia 
laws. 

"The committee are further of opinion, that as, 
from the expiration of the above-mentioned laws, and 
various other causes, the legal and necessary disciplin
ing the militia has been much neglected, and a proper 
provision of arms and ammunition has not been made, 
to the evident danger of the community, in case of in
vasion or insurrection: that it be recommended to the 
inhabitants of the several counties of this colony, that 
they form one or more volunteer companies of infantry 
and troops of horse in each county, and to be in con
stant training and readiness to act on any emergency. 

" That it be recommended particularly to the coun
ties of Brunswick, Dinwiddie, Chesterfield, Henrico, 
Hanover, Spotsylvania, King George, and Stafford, and 
to all counties below these, that, out of such their vo
lunteers, they fonn, each of them, one or more troops 
of horse; and to all the counties above these, it is re
commended that they pay a more particular attention to 
the forming a good infantry. 

" That each company of infantry consist of sixty
eight, rank. and file, to be commanded by one captain~ 
two lieutenants, one ensign, four sergeants, and four 
corporals; and iliat they have a drummer, and be fur
nished with a drum and colours; that every man be pnr 
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Tided with a good rile, if to be bad, or otherwi8e with 
a common firelock, bayonet, and cartouch-box, and also 
with a tomahawk, one pound of gunpowder, and four 
pounds of ball at least, fitted to the bore of his gun; 
that he be clothed in a hunting shirt, by way of uni
form; and that he use all endeavour, as soon as possi
ble, to become acquainted with the military exercise f~r 
infantry, appointed to be used by his majesty in the year 
1764. 

" That each troop of horse consist of thirty, exclu
sive of officers; that every horseman be provided with 
a good horse, bridle, saddle, with pistols and holsters, a 
carbine, or other short firelock, with a bucket, a cut
ting sword, or tpmahawk, one pound of gunpowder, 
and four pounds ,of ball, at the least; and use the utmost 
diligence in training and accustoming his horse to stand 
the discharge of fire-arms, and in making himself ac
quainted with the military exercise for cavalry. 

« That in order to make a further and more ample 
provision of ammunition, it be recommended to the 
committees of the several COUllties, that they collect 
from their constituents, in such manner as shall be most 
agreeable to them, so much money as will be sufficient 
to purchase half a pound of gunpowder, one pound of 
lend, necessary flints and cartridge-paper, for every 
titheable person in their county; that they immediately 
take effectual measures, for the procuring such gun
powder, lead, ffints, and cartridge-paper, and dispose 
thereof, when procured, in such place or places of 
safety as they may think best: and it is earnestly recom
mended to each individual, to pay such proportion of 
the money necessary for these purposes, as by the re
~ctive committees shall be judged requisite. 

" That as it may happen that some counties, from 



12.8 SKETCHES OF THE 

their situation, may not be apprized of the most certain 
and speedy method of procuring the articles before 
mentioned, one general committee should be appointed, 
whose business it should be, to procure for such coun
ties as may make application to them, such articles, and 
so much thereof, as the monies wherewith they shaD 
furnish the said committee, will purchase, after deduct
ing the charges· of transportation, and oth~r necessary 
expenses. " 

At the same session of the convention, I find that 
the alert and enquiring spirit of Mr. Henry laid hold of 
another instance of royal misrule. Governor Dunmore 
it seems, by a recent proclamation, had declared, that 
his majesty had given orders, for all vacant lands 
within this colony to be put up in lots at public 
sale; and that the highest bidder for such lots should 
be the purchaser thereof, and should hold the same, 
subject to a reservation of one halfpenny per acre, by 
way of annualt!lu.!!-fe~ and of all mines of gold, sil
ver, and precious stones. These terms were deemed 
an innovation on the esp.blished usage of granting lands 
in this colony; and this sagacious politician saw in the 
proceeding, not only. an usurpation of power, but a 
great subduction of the natural wealth of the colony, 
and the creation, moreover, of a separate band of te
nants and retainers, devoted to the vilest measures of 
the croWD. With a view therefore, to defeat this mea
sure, he moved the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

cc Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en
quire, whether his majesty may of right advance the 
terms of granting lands in this colony, and make report 
thereof to the next general assembly or convention; and 
that in the mean time it be recommended to all persoD.'5 
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lfhatever, to forbear purchasing or accepting lands, on \,/ 
'the conditions before mentioned." Of this committee 
he was of course the chairman; and the other members 
were Richard Bland, Thomas Jefferson, Robert C. \, 
Nicholas, and Edmund Pendleton, esquires. '\, 

The convention having adopted a plan for the encour .. 
agement of arts and manufactures in this colony, and re
appointed their former deputies to the continental con
gress, with the substitution of Mr. Jefferson for Mr. ; 
Peyton Randolph, in case of the non-attendance of i 
the latter;*' and baving also provided for a re-election I 
of delegates to the next convention, came to an ad
journmentt 

• He wu speaker of the house ofbmgesses, a call of which wu expected, 
and did ICCOrdingly take place. 

t It ill curious to read in the file of papers from which the foregoing pl'O
ceedings are extracted, and immediately following them, thill proclamation of 
hil excenency lord Dunmore :-

.. Wherellll, certain persons, styling themselves delegates of several of his 
majesty's colonies in America, have presumed, without hill majesty's authori
ty or consent, to IIIIBemble together at Philadelphia, in the months of Sep. 
tember and OCtober lut, and have thought fit, among other unwarrantable 
proceedings, to resolve that it will be necellllUY that another congress IhbuJd 
be held at the same place on the 10th of May next, unle. redress of 
certain pretended grievances be obtained before that time; and to recom
mend that all the colonies of North America .hould choose deputiel to 
attend such conp.: 1_ cort/1/llUlded 6!1 1M king, and I do accordingly illsue 
this my proclamation, to require all magistrates and other officers, to use 
their utmost endeavours to prevent any such appointment of deputies; 
and to exhort all pello" whatever within thiII government, to deaiat 
nom such an unjustifiable proceeding, so highly displeasing to hil ma
jelty." 

Thill proclamation Willi published while the convention Willi in les
sion, and was obvioualy designed to have an effect on their proceedings. 
It paBSed by them, however, .. as the idle wind which they regarded not." 
The age ,of proclamations wu gone, and the glory of regal governors 
pretty nearly extinguished forever. 

It ought not to be omitted, however, that this very convention passed reo 
eolutions complimentary to lord Dunmore, and the troops which he had 
commanded in an expedition of the preceding year against the Indians: a 
compliment which, as we shall see, was afterwards found to be unmerited. As 

R 
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SECTION v. 

lTHE storm of the revolution now began to thicken. 
Tlfe cloud of war had actually burst on the New Eng
land states, while as yet the middle and southern colo
nies were in comparative reposDThe calm, however, 
was deceitful, and of short duratIon; and, so far as Vir
ginia was concerned, had been occasioned rather by 
the absence of governor DJ!nmC?,.re on an Indian expedi
tion, than any disposition on his part to favour the colo
ny. His return to Williamsburg was the signal for 
violence. 

the resolution in regaro to lord Dunmore does honour to the clDdour of the 
convention, and shows also how little personality there was in the contest, I 
take leave to subjoin it. 

" Resolved, untminvJu81y, That the most cordial thanks of the people of 
this colony, are a tribute justly due to our worthy governor, lord Dunmore, 
for his truly noble, wise and spirited conduct, on the late expedition againIt 
our Indian enemy_ conduct which at once evinces his excellency's lLtten
tion to the true interests of this colony, and a zeal in the executive department 
which no dangers can divert, or difficulties hinder, from achieving the most 
important services to the people who have the happiness to live under his 
administration." 

Lord Dunmore was not a man ofpopular mlDneJ'll; he had nothing of the 
mildness, the purity, the benevolence and suavilJ of his predecessor. On 
the contrary, he is represented as having been rUae and offensive: CO&J'IIe 

in his figure, his countenance and his manne1'B. Yet he received from the 
house of burgesses, the moat marked respect. Thus in .1774. while the 
liberties of the colonies were bleeding at every pore, and while the house 
was smarting severely, under the recent news of the occlusion of the port 
of Boston, they paid to lady Dunmore, who had just arrived at Williamsburg. 
the most cordial and elegant attentions, congratulated his lordship on 
this increase to his domestic felicity; and even, after their abrupt diss0-
lution, complimented the inhabitants of the palace with a splendid baD 
and entertainment, in honour of the arrival of the counte81 Dunmore IIIId 
her family. 
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It seems to have been a matter of concert among the 
colonial governors, if indeed the policy was not dic
tated by the British.court, to disarm the people of all 
the colonies at one and the same time, and thus incapa
cj~e them for resistance in concert. 

ITo give effect to this meaSure, ~e export of powder 
from Great Britain was prohibiteyand ari attempt was 
generally made about the same period, to seize the pow
der and arms in the several provincial magazines. G~ 
the successor of Hutchinson in the government of Mas
sachusetts, set the example, by a seizure of the ammuni
tion and military stores at Cambridge, and the powder in 
the magazines at CharleStown and other places. His ex
ample was followed by similar attempts in other colonies 
to the north. And on Thursday, the 20th or A,pri!z 1776, 
captain Henry Collins, of the armed schooner Magda
len, then lying at Burwell's ferry, on James river, came 
up at the head of a body of marines, and, acting 
under the orders of lord Dunmore, entered the city of 
Williamsburg in the dead of the night, and carried off 
from the public magazine, about twenty barrels of"pow
der, which he placed on board his schooner before the 
break of day. Clandestine as the movement had been, 
the alarm was given to the inhabitants early on the ne~t 
morning. Their exasperation may be easily conceived: \ 
The town was in tumult. A considerable body or thenr 
flew to arms, with the determination to compel capt 
Collins to restore the powder.. With much difficulty, 
however, they were restrained by the graver inhabitants 
of the town, and by the members of the common coun
cil, who assured them that proper measures should be 
immediately used to produce a restoration of the pow
der, without the effusion of human bl~od. The conn-
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cil therefore met in their corporate character, and ad
dressed the foUowing letter to governor Dunmore. 

" To his exceUency the right hon. John earl of Dun
more, his majesty's lieutenant, governo~neral, 
and commander in chief of the colony and dominion 
of Virginia :-The humble address of the mayor, 
recorder, aldermen, and common council of the city 
of Williamsburg: 

"My Lord, 
"We, his majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the 

mayor, recorder, aldermen, and common council of the 
city of Williamsburg, in common hall assembled, hum
bly beg leave to represent to your exceUency, that the 
inhabitants of this city, were this morning, exceedingly 
alarmed by a report that a large quantity of gunpowder 
was, in the preceding night, while they were sleeping in 
their b~ removed from the public magazine in this 
city, and conveyed, under an escort of marines, on 
board one of his majesty's armed vessels lying at a feny 
on James river. 

" We beg leave to represent to your exceUency, ~ 
as the magazine was erected at the public' expense of 
this colony, and appropriated to the safe keeping of 
such munition as should be there lodged, &om time to 
time, for the protection and security of the country, by 
arming thereout, such of the militia as might be neces
sary in cases of invasions and insurrections, they humbly 
conceive it to be the only proper repository to be resort
ed to in times of imminent danger. 

" We further beg leave to inform your exceDency;, 
that, from various reportB at present prevailing ill dif-
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ferent parts 01 the country, we have too much reason 
to believe that some wicked and designing persons 
have instilled the most diabolical notions into the minds . 
of our slaves; and that, therefore, the utmost attention 
to our internal security, is 'become the more neces-
8&11'- II. •• 

"The circumstances of this city, my lord, we con
sider as peculiar and critical. The inhabitants, from 
the situation of the magazine in the midst of their city, 
have for a long tract of time, been exposed to all those 
dangers which have happened in many countries from 
explosions, and other accidents. They have, from time 
to time; thought it incumbent on them to guard the 
magazine. For their security they have, for some time 
past, judged it necessary to keep I!Itrong patrols on foot: 
in their present circumstances then, to have the chief 
and necessary means of their defence removed, cannot 
but be extremely alarming. 

" Considering ourselves as guardians of the city, we 
therefore humbly desire to be informed by your excel
lency, upon what motives, and for what particular pur
pose, the powder has been carried off in such a manner; 
and we earnestly entreat your excellency to order it to 
be immediately returned to the magazine." 

To which his excellency returned this verbal an
swer: 

"That bearing of an insUlTection in a neighbouring 
county, be had removed the powder from the magazine, 
where he did not think it secure, to a place of perfect 
security; and that, upon" tDOrd, aOO Iumour, whenever 
it was wanted, on any insurrection, it should be deliver
ed, in half an hour; that he had removed it, in the night 
time, to prevent any alarm, and that captain Collins had 
his express commands for the part be had acted; 
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he was surprised to hear the people were under' anns 
on this occasion, and that he should not think it 
prudent to put powder into their hands, in such a 
situation. " 

This conditional promise of the return of the pow
der, supported by the influence of Mr. Peyton Ran
dolph, Mr. Robert C. Nicholas, and other characters of 
weight, had the effect, it seems, of quieting the inhabi
tants for that day. On the succeeding night, however, 
a new alarm took place, on a report that a number of 
armed men had again landed from the Magdalen, about 
four miles below the city, with a view it was presumed 
of making another visit of nocturnal plunder. The 
i,nhabitants again flew to arms; but, on the interposi
tion of the same eminent citizens, the ferment was' allay
ed, and nothing more was done than to strengthen the 
usual patrol for the defence of the city. On the next 
day, Saturday the 22d of Apri~ when every thing was 
perfectly quiet, lord Dunmore, with rather more heat 
than discretion, sent a message into the city, by one of 
the magistrates, and which ~i~J~rdship had delivered 
with the most solemn severationi, that if any insult 
were offered to capt Foy (a fl s captain residing at 
the palace as his secretary, and considered to be the 
instigator of the governor to his violences) or to capt 
Collins, Iw WtJttlIl declare freednm to tlw slaves, and lay 
tire town in aslws; and he added, that he could easily 
depopulate the whole country. At this time both capt 
Foy and Collins, were and had been continually walk
ing the streets, at their pleasure, without the slightest 
indication of disrespect The effect of a threat, so 
diabolically ferocious, directed towards a people who 
had ever shown him and his family such enthusiastic 
marks of respect and attention, and following so directly 
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on the plunder of the magazine, will be readily con
ceived. Yet it broke not out into any open act His 
lordship remained unmolested even by a disrespectful 
look. The augmented patrol was kept up; but no 
defensive preparation was made by the inhabitants of 
the city. 

The transactions which were passing in the metro
polis, circulated through the country with a rapidity 
proportioned to their interest, and with this farther 
aggravation, which was also true in point of fact, that in 
addition to the clandestine removal of the powder, the 
governor had caused the muskets in the magazine to be 
stripped of their locks. 

In the midst of the irritation excited by this intelli
gence, came the news of the bloody battles of Lexington 
and Concord, resulting from an attempt of the governor, 
general Gage, to seize the military stores deposited at 
the latter place. The system of colonial subjugation 
was now apparent: the effect was instantaneous. The 
whole country flew to arms. The independent com
panies, formed in happier times for the purpose ofmili
tary discipline, and under the immediate auspices of 
lord Dunmore himself, raised the standard of liberty in 
every county. By the 27th of April, there were assem
bled at Fredericksburg, upwards of seven hundred men 
well armed and disciplined, "friends of constitutional 
liberty and America." Their march, however, was 
arrested by a letter from Mr. Peyton Randolph, in reply 
to an express, and received on the 29th, by which they 
were informed that the gentlemen of the city and neigh- • 
bQurhood of Williamsburg, had had full assurance from 
his excellency, that the affair of the powder should be 
accommodated, and advising that the gentlemen of 
Fredericksburg should proceed no farther. On the receipt 
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of this letter, a eouncil was held of one hundred and two 
members, delegates of the provincial convention, and offi
cers and special deputies of fourteen companies of light 
horse, then rendezvoused on the ground; who, after the 
most spirited expressions of their sentiments on the 
conduct of the governor, and giving a mutual pledge to 
be in readiness, at a moment's warning, to re-assemble, 
and by force of arms, to defend the laws, the liberty, 
and rights of this or any sister colony from unjust and 
wicked invasion, advised .the return of the several com
panies to their respective homes; and also ordered that 
expresses should be dispatched to the troops assembled 
at the Bowling Green, and also to the companies from 
Frederick, Berkeley, Dunmore, and such other counties 
as were then on their march, to return them thanks for 
their cheerful offers of service, and to acquaint them 
with the determination then taken. By way of parody 
on the governor's conclusion of the proclamations, by 
which he was striving to keep down the spirit of the 
country, "God save the· king," the council conclud
ed their address with "God save the liberties of 
America." 

Mr. l!en!L however, was not disposed to let this 
incident pass oft'so lightly. His was a mind that watch
ed events, with the coolness and sagacity of a veteran 
statesman. He kindled, indeed, in the universal indig
nation which the conduct of the governor was so well 
calculated to excite; seeing clearly the inconvenience 
which the colony must experience in the approaching 
contes~ from the loss of even that small store of ammu
nition. This, however, was a minor object in his 
es~ee What he deemed of much higher importance 
w that that blow, which must be struck, sooner or 
later, be struck at once, before an overwhelming 
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force should enter the cOlonYJ that that habitual de
ference and subjection whicn1he people were accus
tomed to feel towards the governor, as the representa
tive of royalty, and which bound their spirits in a kind 
of torpid spell, should be dissolved and dissipated;@tat 
the mil~ resonrces of the country should be de
velope~at the people might see and feel their 
strength, by being brought out together; that the revo
lution should be set in acbial motion in the colo~ that 
the martial prowess of the country, should be awaken
ed, and the soldiery animated by that proud and reso
lute confidence, which a successful enterprise in the 
commencement of a contest never fails to inspire. 
These sentiments were then avowed by him to two 
confidential friends;· to whom he farther declared that 
he considered the outrage on the magazine as a most for
tunate circumstance; and as one which would rouse 
the people from north to south. " You may in vain 
talk to them," said he, "about the duties on tea, &C. 
These things win not affect them. They depend on 
principles, too abstracted for their apprehension and 
feeling. But ten them of the robbery of the magazine, 
and that the next step will be to disarm them, you bring 
the subject home to their bosoms, and they will be ready 
to 6y to arms to defend themselves." 

To make of this circumstance all the advantage 
which he contemplated, as soon as the intelligence 
reached him from Williamsbnrg, he sent express riders 
to the members of the Independent Company of Ha- . 
Dover, who were dispersed and resided in diJrerent parts 
of the country, requesting them to meet him.in arms, at 
New Castle, on the second of May, on business of the 

• Co!. Richard Horris and captain George Dabney, on the authority of 
JIr. Dabney. 

s 
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highest importance to American liberty. In order to 
give greater dignity and authority to the decisions of that 
meeting, he convoked to the same place, the county 
committee. When assembled, he addressed them with 
all the powers of his eloquence: laid open the plan on 
whjch the British ministry had fallen to reduce the 

~onies to subjection, by robbing them of all the means 
f defending their rights: spread before their eyes in 

colours of vivid description, the fields of Lexington 
and Concord, still floating with the blood of their coun
trymen, gloriously shed in the general cause; showed 
them that the recent plunder of the magazine in Wil
liamsburg, was nothing more than a part of the general 
system of s8bjugation; that the moment was now come in 
which they were called upon to decide, whether they 
chose to live free, and hand down the noble inheritance 
to their children, or to become hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water to those lordlings, who were them
selves the tools of a corrupt and tyrannical ministry
he painted the countJy in a state of subjugation, and 
drew such pictures of wretched debasement and abject 
vassalage, as filled their souls with horror and indigna
tion-on the other hand, he carried them by the powers 
of his eloquence, to an eminence like Mount Pisgah; 
showed them the land of promise, which was to be won 
by their valour, under the support and guidance of 
heaven; and sketched a vision of America, eujoying 
the smiles of liberty and peace, the rich productions of 
her agriculture waving on every field, her commerce 
whitening every sea, in tints so bright, so strong, so 
glowing, as set the souls of his hearers on fire. He 
had no doubt, he said, that that God, who in former 
ages had hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he might show 
forth his power and glory in the redemption of his 
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chosen people, had, for similar purposes, permitted the 
flagrant outrages which had occulTed in Williamsburg, 
and throughout the continent It was for them now 
to determine, whether they were worthy of this divine in
terference; whether they would accept the high boon 
now held out to them by heaven-that if they would, 
though it might lead them through a sea of blood, they 
were to remember that the same God whose power 
divided the Red Sea for the deliverance of Israel, still 
reigned in all his glory, unchanged and unchangeable
was still the enemy of the oppressor, and the friend of 
the oppressed-that he would cover them from their 
enemies by a pillar of cloud by day, and guide their feet 
through the night by a pillar of fire-that for his own 
part, he was anxious that his native county should dis
tinguish itself in this grand career of liberty and glory, 
and snatch the noble prize which was now offered to 
their grasp-that no time was to be lost-that their 
enemies in this colony were now few and weak; that it 
would be easy for them, by a rapid and vigorous move
ment, to compel the restoration of the powder which 
had been carried off, or to make a reprisal on the king's 
revenues in the hands of the receiver general, which 
would fairly balance the account That the Hanover 
volunteers would thus have an opportunity of striking 
the first blow in this colony, in the great cause of Ame
rican liberty, and would cover themselves with never
fading laurels. 

These were heads of his harangue. I presume not 
to give the colouring. That was Mr. Henry's own, and 
beyond the power of any man's imitation. The effect, 
however, was equal to his wishes. The meeting was in 
a flame; and the decision immediately taken, that the 
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powder should be retrieved, or counterbalanced by a 
reprisal . 

. '. Capt Samuel Meredith, who had theretofore com
manded the independent company, resigned his com
mission in Mr. Henry's favour, and the latter gentleman 
was immediately invested with the chief command of 
the Hanover volunteers. Mr. Meredith accepted the 
commission of lieutenant; and the present col. Parke 
Goodall, was appointed the ensign of the company. Hav-

J ing received orders from)he committee, correspondent 
~ with his own suggestions~apt Henry forthwith took up 
. ') his line of march for Williamsbury Ensign Goodall 

,.i i was detached, with a party of sixteen men, to cross the 
J, 

!' river into King William county, the residence of Rich-
: \ ard Corbin, the king's receiver general; to demand 

'i from him three hundred and thirty pounds, the esti
! mated value of the powder; and, in the event of his 

refusal, to make him a prisoner. He was ordered, in 
this· case, to treat his person with all possible respect 
and tenderness, and to bring him to Doncastle's ordi
nary, about sixteen miles above Williamsburg, where 
the ensign was required, at all events, to rejoin the main 
body. The detachment, in pursuance of their orders, 
reached the residence of the receiver general some 
hours after bedtime, and a guard was stationed around 
the house until morning. About day-hreak, however, 
the ladies of the family made their appearance, and 
gave to the commanding officer of the detachment the 
firm and correct assurance, that col. Corbin was not at 
home; but that the' house, nevertheless, was open to 
search, if it was the pleasure of the officer to make it 
The manner of the assurance, however, was too satis
factory to render this necessary, and the detachment 
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hastened to fonn the junction with the main body which 
had been ordered. 

In the mean time, the march of this gallant corps, 
in anns, headed by a man of Mr. Henry's distinction,' 

I 
produced the most striking effects in every quarter. " 
Correspondent companies started up on all sides, an~; 
hastened to throw themselves under the banners of l' 
Henry. fu is believed that five thousand men, at least, 
were in arms, and were crossing the country to crowd --. 
around his standard, and support it with their lives/rhe I 
march was conducted in the most perfect ordef, and 
with the most scrupulous respect to the country through 
which they passed. The ranks of the royalists were 
filled with dismay. Lady Dunmore with her family 
retired to the Fowey man of war, then lying oft' the 
town of Little York. Even the patriots in Williams
burg were daunted by the boldness, and, as they deem
ed it, the rashness of the enterprise. Messenger after 
messenger was despatched to meet Mr. Henry on the 
way, and beg him to desist from his purpOse, and dis
charge his men. It was in vain. He was inflexibly 
resolved to eft'ect the purpose of his expedition, or to 
perish in the attempt. The messengers were therefore 
detained, that they might not report his strength; and 
the march was continued with all possible celerity. 

IThe governor issued a proclamation, in which he de
nounced the movement, and called upon the people of 
the country to resist ~He could as easily have called 
spirits" from the vasty deep." He seems not to have 
relied much, himself, on the efficacy of his proclama
tion. The palace was therefore filled with arms, and 

. a detachment of marines ordered up from the Fowey. 
Before day-break, on the morning of the 4th of May, 
capt Mop tague, the commander of that ship, landed a 



142 SKETCHES OF THE 

party of men, with the folloWing letter, addressed to the 
honourable Thomas Nelson, the president of his ma
jesty's council. 

" F'ower, lIay 4th, 1775. 

" Sir, 
" I have this morning received certain information, 

that his excellency lord Dunmore, governor of Virginia, 
is threatened with an attack, at day-break this morn
ing, at his palace in Williamsburg, and have thought 
proper to send a detachment from his majesty's ship 
under my command, to support his excellency: there
fore strongly pray you to make use of every endeavour 
to prevent the party from being molested and attacked, 
as in that case I must be under a necessity to fire upon 
this town. From 

" GEORGE MOJ.lfTAGUE." 

Lord Dunmore however thought better of this subject, 
and caused Mr. Henry to be met at Doncastle's, about 
sunrise on the same morning, with the receiver gene
ral's bill of exchange, for the sum required. It was 
accepted 88 a satisfaction for the powder, and the follow
ing receipt WQIJ passed by Mr. Henry. 

" Doncastle's ordinary, New Kent, May 4, 1775, re
ceived from the hon. Richard Corbin, esq. his majesty's 
receiver general, SSOl. as a compensation for the gun
powder lately taken out of the public magazine by the 
governor's order; which money I promise to convey to 
the Virginia delegates at the general congress, to be, 
under their direction, laid out in gunpowder for the 
colony's use, and to be stored as they shall direct, until 
the next colony, convention, or general assembly; unless 
it shall be necessary, in the mean time, to use tbe same 
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in the defence of this colony. It is agreed, that in case 
the next convention shall detennine that any part of the 
said money ought to be returned to his majesty's 
said receiver general, that the same shall be done 
accordingly. 

" Test, 
" SAMUEL MEREDITH, 

PARKE GOODALL." 

"PATRICK HBNRY, jun. 

'fhe march of the marines from the Fowey had, 
however, produced the most violent commotion both 
in y or~ and Williamsburg. Mr. Henry himself, seem-

• II The town of York being somewhat alarmed by a letter from capt. Mon. 
tague, commander 01 hi. majeaty'. ship the Fowey, addreued to the hon. 
Thamas Nelaon, eaqWre, president of his majesty" council in Virginia: and 
a copy of Aid letter beiDl' procured, a motion was made, that the copy 
should be laid before the committee, Uld considered. The copy was read, 
and is as toDowa : 

C Sir, 
• Fowey, lIay 4, 1775. 

e I have this m~g received certain iDlormation that his excellency 
the lord DWIDlOlC, govemor of Virginia, is threatened with an attack at day. 
break this moming, at his palace in Williamsburg, and have thought proper 
to send a detachment from his majesty's ship under my command, to sup
port his excellency; therefore strongly pray you to make use of every endea· 
vour to prevent the party &om being molested and attacked, as in that casf', 
IIRUIt be under a necellllity tI) fire upon this town. From 

• Gnul: MOKT~l1l:.' 
• To the hon. Thomas Ne]son.' 

.. The committee, together with capt Montague's letter taking into con. 
aideration the time of itt being sent, which was too late to permit the presi. 
dent ,to use his influence, had the inhabitants been disposed to fIIIJk., Ql/d 
Glttl&1t: the detachment; Uld further considering that col. Nelson, who, had 
this threat been carried into execution, must have been a prin,cipal sufFerer, 
wu at that very moment exerting his utmost endeavours in behalf of govem· 
ment, and the ..rety of his excellency's person, unanimously come to the 
f'ollowing resolutions: 

.. Reaolved, That capt. Montague in threatening to fire upon a defenceleflll 
town, in ease of an attack upon the detachment, in which said town might not be 
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ed to apprehend that the public treasury would be the 
next object of depredation, and that a pretext would be 
sought for it, in the reprisal which had just been made. 
He therefore addressed, from Doncastle's, the following 
letter to Robert Carter Nicholas, esq. the treasurer of 
the colony. 

" May 4, 1775. 

" Sir, 
" The affair of the powder is now settled, so as to 

produce satisfaction to me, and I earnestly wish to the 
colony in general The people here, have it in charge 
from Hanover committee, to tender their service to 
you, as a public officer, for the purpose Qf escorting 
the public treasury to any place in this colony, where 
the money would be judged more safe than in the city 
of Williamsburg. The reprisal now made by the 
Hanover volunteers, though accomplished in a manner 
least liable to the imputation of violent extremity, may 
possibly be the cause of future injury to the treasury. 
If, therefore, you apprehend the least danger, a suffi
cient guard is at your service. I beg the return of the 
bearer may be instant, because the men wish to know 

concemed, has testified a spirit of cruelty Wlprecedentedinthe annalsof civiliz
ed times; that, in his late notice to the president, he has added insuh to cruelty; 
and that, considering the circumstances already mentioned, of one of the 
most considerable inhabitants of said town, he has discovered the most helliah 
principles that can actuate a human mind. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of this town, and 
to the country in general, that they do not entertain or show any other 
mark of civility to capt. Montague, besides what common decency and 
absolute necessity rcquire. 

" Resolved, That the clerk do transmit the above proceedings to the pub
lic printers te be inlerted in the Virginia gazettes. 

(.\ iNe copy.) 
.. \VJLLUX Rnnu, CUt. Com." 
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their destination. With great regard, I am, sir, your 
most humble servant, 

"PATRICK HENRY, jun." 

To this letter, an answer was received from Mr. Nicho
las, importing that he had no apprehension, of the 
necessity, or propriety of the proffered service: and Mr. 
Henry understanding also, that the private citizens of 
Williamsburg, were in a great measure quieted from 
their late fears for their persons and property, judged 
it proper to proceed no farther. Their expedition hav
ing been crowned with success, the volunteers return
ed in triumph to their respective homes. The commit
tee of Hanover again met; gave them their warmest 
thanks for the vigour and propriety with. which they 
had conducted the enterprise; and returned their ac
knowledgments, in suitable terms, to the many volun
teers of the different counties, who joined and were 
marching, and ready to co-operate with the volunteer 
company of Hanover. 

Two days after the return of the volunteers, and 
when all was again quiet, the governor thundered the 
following anathema from the palace: 

"By his excellency, the right hon. John Earl of 
Dunmore, his majesty's lieutenant and governor gene
ral of the colony and dominion of Virginia, and vice 
admiral of the same: 

"A PROCLAMATION. 

_ "Virginia, to wit: 
" Whereas, I have been informed, from undoubt

ed authority, that a certain Patrick Henry, of the county 
of Hanover, and a number of deluded followers, have 
taken up anns, chosen their officers, and styling them-

T 
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selves an Independent Company, have marched out 0( 
their county, ~ped, and put themselves in a pos
ture of war; ~ have written and despatched letters 
to divers parts of ~e country, exciting the people to join 
in these outrageo~d rebeJlious practices, to the great 
terror of all his majesty's faithful subjects, and in open 
defiance of law and government; and have committed 
other acts of violence, particularly in extorting from 1m 
majesty's receiver general, the sum of three hun(Ired 
and thirty pounds, under pretence of replacing the pow
der, I thought proper to order from the magazinej 
whence it undeniably appears, that there is no longer 
the least security for the life or property of any 
man; wherefore I have thought proper, with the 
advice of his majesty's counci~ and in his majesty's 
name, to issue this my proclamation, strictly 'charging 
all persons upon their allegiance, not to aid, abe~ 

or give countenance to the said Patrick Henry, or 
any other persons concerned in such un,!arrantable 
combinations; but, on the contrary, to oppose them and 
their designs by every means; which designs must 
otherwise, inevitably involve the whole country in the 
most direful calamity, as they will call for the vengeance 
of offended majesty, and the insulted laws, to be exerted 
here to vindicate the constitutional authority' of govern
ment. 

" Given under my hand and the seal ~f the colony, 
at Williamsburg, this 6th day of May, 1775, "and 
in the 15th year of his majesty's reign. 

DUNMORE. 

" God save the King." 

But lord Dunmore's threats and denunciations, bad 
no other effect than to render more conspicuous and 
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more honourable the man who was the object of them. 
Mr. Henry, who had been on the point of setting out 
for congress at the time when he had been called off by 
the intelligence from Williamsburg, now resumed his 
journey, and was escorted in triumph, by a large party 
of gentlemen, as far as Hooe's ferry on the Potomack. 
Messengers were sent after him from all directions, 
bearing the thanks and the applauses of his assembled 
countrymen, for his recent enterprise: and in such 
throngs did these addresses come, that the necessity of 
halting to read and answer them, converted a journey 
of one day, into a triumph of many. /ihus, the same 
man, whose genius had in the year 1765 given the first 
political impulse to the revolution, had now the addi
tional honour of heading the first military movement in / 
Virginia, in support of the same cau~ I 
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SECTION VI. 

I CAl'fl'fOT learn that Mr. Henry distinguished himself 
peculiarly, at this session of congress. The spirit of 
resistance was sufficiently excited; and nothing remain
ed but to organize that resistance, and to plan and 
execute the details which were to give it effect In 
business of this nature, Mr. Henry, as we have seen, 
was not efficient It has been already stated, that be 
was unsuccessful in composition, of which much was 
done, and eminently done, at this session; and the lax 

,--babits of his early life, had implanted in him an insu
, perable aversion to the drudgery of details. He could 

,1 not endure confinement of any sort, nor the labour of 
: close and solitary thinking. His habits were all social, 

and his mind delighted in unlimited range. His conclu
sions were never reached by an elaborate deduction -of 
thought; he gained them as it were per saUum; yet with 

<', a cerfahity not less infallible than that of the driest and 
"-severest logician. It is not wonderful therefore, that he 
/felt himself lost amid the operations in which congress 

" was now engaged; and that he enjoyed the relief which 
was afforded him, by a military appointment from his na
tive state. It will be proper, however, to explain particu
larly the proceedings which led to this incident in the 
life of Mr. Henry. 

Shortly after the affair of the gunpowder, lord North's 
conciliatory proposition, popularly called the Olive 
Branch, anived in America. Hereupon, the governor 
of Virginia called a meeting of the house of burgesses; 
and as if the qU8lTel were now completely over, lady 
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Dunmore and her family returned from the Fowey to 
thepalace.-

On Thursday, the fll'St of June, t~e general assem!?!y, 
according to the proclamation of lord Dunmore, met at 
the capitol in the city of· Williamsburg. (He addressed 
them with great earnestness on the alarming state of the 
_colony; and exh~ed the conciliatory proposition of 

. the British minis as an advance on the part of the 
mother country, which it was the duty of the colonists 
to meet with gratitude and devotion. The council 
answered him in a manner perfectly satisfactory; but 
before he could receive the answer of the house of bur
gesses, an incident occurred, which drove his lordship 
precipitately from his palace, and tenninated for ever 
all friendly relations between himself and the people of 
Virginia. 

It seems, that during the late ferment produc~ by the 

• If an estimate may be formed from the newapapers of the day, into which 
the people seem to have poured their feelings without reserve, that lady 
was eminently a favourite in this colony. Her re.dence here had been 
short; yet the exalted virtues which marked her character, and those domes
tic graces and attraction, which shone with the more lustre by contraat 
with his lordship, had already endeared her to the people; and would have 
consecrated her person, and those of her children, amid the wildest tumult 
to which this colony could pouibly be eltcited The people had been ex
tremely wounded by her late departure for the Fowey: they considered it 
as a measure of his lordship'S, and as an unjust reflection both upon the 
judgment and generosity of the people of this country. They had told him 
intelligibly enough, that they had formed a much more correct estimate of 
her worth than he himself appeared to have done; and that so far from her 
being insecure in the bosom of a people wbo thU8 admired, respected, and 
loved her, his lordship would have acted much more wisely to have kept her 
near his person, and covered himself under the sacred shield which sancti-
6ed her in the eyes of Virginians. In proportion to their regret and mortifi· 
cation at her departure, was the ardour of delight with which they hailed 
her retum. A paragraph in Purdie'. paper aseured her, .. that her arrival 
at the palace was to the great joy of the citizens of William8burg and of 
the people of the whole country, who had the most unfeigned regard and 
~ction ror.her ladyship, and wish I'd her long to Uve amongst them." 
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removal of the powder, and while Mr. Henry was on 
his march towards Williamsburg, some of the inha
bitants of the town, to the great offence of the graver 
citizens, had possessed themselves of a few of the guns 
which still remained in the magazine. This step gave 
great displeasure as well as alarm to the governor; and 
although the mayor and council, as well as all the more 
respectable inhabitants of the town, condemned it in 
terms as strong as his own, and sincerely united in the 
means which were used to recover the arms, yet his 
lordsbip continued to brood over it in secret, until, with 
the aid of the minions of the palace ' hatched a 
scheme of low and cruel revenge, scient of itself to 
cover him with immortal infam~ It was on Monday 
nigbt, the 5th of June, that this scheme discovered itself. 
" Last Monday night," says Purdie, "an unfortunate 
accident happened to two persons of this city, who, with 
a number of others, had assembled at the magazine, to 
furnish themselves with arms. Upoq their entering the 
door, one of the guns, which had a spring to it, and 
was charged eight fingers deep with swan shot, went 
oft; and lodged two balls in one of their shoulders, 
another entered at his wrist, and is not yet extracted; the 
other person had one of his fingers sbot oft; and the next 
to it so much shattered as to render it useless, by which 
sad misfortune, he is deprived of the means of procuring 
a livelihood by his business. Spring guns, it seems, 
were placed at other parts of the magazine, of which 
tlw public teere totoJly ignorant; and certainly had any 
person lost his life, the perpetrator or perpetrators of 
this diabolical invention, might have been justly branded 
with the opprobrious title of murderers. 0 tempora! 
o mores!" 

The indignation naturally excited by this piece of 
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deliberate and barbarous treachety, which was at once 
traced to lord Dunmore, was farther aggravated by a 
discovety that several barrels of powder had been buri
ed in the magazine, with the purpose, it was reasonably 
conjectured, of being used as a mine, and thus produc
ing still more fatal destruction, when the occasion 
should offer. Early on the next morning, lord Dun
more with his fam!Jy, including captain Foy, fled from 
the palace to return to it no more, and took shelter on 
board the Fowey, from the vengeance which he knew 
he so justly deserved. No commotion, however, had en
sued to justify his retreat. The people, indeed, were 
highly indignant, but they were silent and quiet. The 
suggestions of his lordship's conscience, had alone pro
duced his flight. He left behind him a message to the 
speaker and house of burgesses, in which he ascribed 
this movement to apprehensions for his personal safety; 
stated that he should fix his residence on board the 
Fowey; that no interruption should be given to the 
sitting of the assembly; that he should make the access 
to him easy and safe; and thought it would be more 
agreeable to the house to send to him from time to time, 
one or more of their members as occasion might re
quire, than to put the whole body to the trouble of mov
ing to be near bim. 

On receiving this· message, the bouse immediately 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, and pre
pared an answer, in whicb tbey expressed their deep 
concern at the step wbicb be had taken-assuring him 
that bis apprebensions of personal danger were entirely 
unfounded; regretting that he had not expressed them 
to the bouse previous to his departure, since from their 
zeal and attachment to the preservation of order and 
good government~ they should have judged it their in-
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dispensable duty to have endeavoured to remove any 
cause of disquietude. They express the anxiety with 
which they contemplate the very disagreeable situation 
of his most amiable lady and her family, and assure him, 
that they should think themselves happy in being able 
to restore their perfect tranquillity, by removing all their 
fears. They regret his departure and the manner of 
it, as tending to keep up the great uneasiness, which 
had of late so unhappily prevailed in this country; and 
declare that they will cheerfully concur in any measure 
that may be proposed, proper for the security of himself 
and his family; they remind him how impracticable it 
will be to carry on the business of the session with any 
tolerable degree of propriety, or with that despatcb 
which the advanced season of the year required, whilst 
his lordship was so far removed from them, and so in
conveniently situated; and conclude, with entreating 
him that he would be pleased to return with his lady 
and family to the palace, which, they say, they are per
suaded will give the greatest satisfaction, and be the 
most likely means of quieting the minds of the people. 

This communication was carried down to him by a 
deputation· of two members of the council, and four of 
the house of burgesses; and in reply to language 80 

respectful, and assurances so friendly and conciliatory, 
his lordship returned an answer in which he charged 
them with having slighted his offers of respect and civi
lity, with giving countenance to the violent and disor
derly proceedings of the people, and with an usurpation 
of the executive power in ordering and appointing 
guards to mount in tlle city of Williamsburg, with the 
view, as was pretended to protect the mlloaazine, but 
which might well be doubted, as there then remained 
nothing therein which required being guarded: he ex-



LlFE OF HENRY. 15S 

horts them to return within the pale of their cODStitu
&ionaJ power; to redrees the lIl8lly grievances which. 
luted; to open the courts of jUltice; to disarm tb~ 
iJldependent companies; and what was not less e~n
tial, by their own eX:8.(Ilple, and every means in their 
power, to abolish the spirit of persecution which pursued 
with menaces and acts of oppression, aU hi~ maj~ty'. 
loyal and orderly subjects. For the ac~~plisbment o( 
lVhich ends, he invited. them to adjourn to the town .()( I ~ 
York, opposite to which the Fowey lay, where he prolfl~ 
ftd to meet and remain with them till their business should 
be finished. But with respect to their entreaty that h~ 
would return to the palace, he represents to thew that 
unless they closed in with the conciliatory pl'OpQlition 
JlQW offered to them by the British parliament, hi!t 

. return to Williamsburg would be as fruitless to the 
people, as possibly it might be dangerous to himself. 
So that he places the event of his returning, on their 
acceptance of lord North's offer of conciliation. 

The hOUlte of burgesses now took up that propo
sition; and having examined it in every light, with 
the utmost attentoin, they conclude with a firm and 
dignified rejection of it, and an appeal" to the even~ 
Itanded justice of that Being who doth no wrong; 
earnestly beseeching him to illuminate the councils, and 
prosper the endeavours, of those to whom America had 
confided her hopes, that through their wise directioDI 

we may again see re-united, the blessings of liberty and 
prosperity, and the most pennanent hannony with Great 
Britain.'" 

• This vigorous and eklquent production is fiom the Ballle pen whick 
drew the Declaration of American Independence. 

u 



1.14 SKETCHES OF THE 

.A. correspondence on another topic was now opened 
between the council and burgesses, and the gover
nor Dunmore. The fo~mer addressed him with a re
quest, that he would order a large parcel of arms which 
he had left in the palace to be removed to the public 
magazine, a place of greater safety. This he peremptorily 
refused; and ordered that those anns, belonging to the 
king, should not be touched without his express permis
sion. In their reply, they.say, that the arms may in some 
sort be considered as belonging to the king, as the supreme 
he,<l of the government, and that they were properlyunder 
bj8lordship's direction; yet, they humbly conceived, that 

J ~ey were originally provided, and had been preserved, 
V ~~r the use of the country in cases of emergency. The 

palace, they say, had indeed been hitberto much respect
ed, but" not so much out of regard to the building, as 
the residence of his majesty's representative. Had his 
lordship thought fit to remain there, they would have had 
no apprehensions of danger; but considering these 
arms at present, as exposed to his lordship's servants, 
a'TUl ev!JIY rude invader, the security derived from his 
lordship'S presence could not now be relied on. They 
therefore, again entreat him to order the removal of the 
arms to the magazine. They then proceed to state, 
that they cannot decline representing to him, that the 
important business of the assembly had been much im
peded by his excellency's removal from the palace
that this step had deprived them of that free and neces.
sary access to his lordship, to which they were entitled 
by the constitution of the country-that there were 
several bills of the last importance to the country now 
ready to be presented to his excellency for his assent 
They complain of the inconvenience to which they had 
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been put in sending their members twelve miles to wait 
on his excellency, on board of one of bis majesty's ships 
of war, to present their addresses-they state that they 
think it would be highly improper, and too great a de
parture from the constitutional and accustomed mode 
of transacting business, to meet his excellency at any 
other place than the capitol, to present such biJJs as. were 
ready for his signature-and thereforet beseech him to 
return for this purpose. 
, To all this he gave a very short answerLthat as .... to 
the arms, he had already declared his intention, and 
conceived they were meddling with a subject which did 
not belong to theI!!17he desired to know whom they 
designed by the term nule inmtkr; that the disorders 
in Williamsburg and other parts of the country, had 
driven him from the palace; and that if any inconve
nience had arisen to the assembly on that account, he 
was not chargeable with it; that they had not been 
deprived of any necessary or free access to him; that 
the constitution UDdoubtedlY vested him with the power 
of calling the assembly to any place in the colony, which 
exigency might require; that not having been made 
acquainted with the whole proceedings of the assembly, 
he knew of no bills· of importance, which if he were 
inclined to risk his person again among the people, the 
assembly had to present to him, nor whether they were 
such as he could assent to. . 

In the course of their cOJTespondence he required 
the house to attend him on board the Fowey, for the 
purpose of obtaining his signature to the bills; and some 
of the members, to prevent an actual dissolution of the 
government, and to give effect to the many necessaI1 
bills which they bad passed, proposed to yield to 
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this extraordinary requisition. The project, however, 
was exploded by a member's rising in his place, and 
relating the fable of the sick lion and the fox. 

The governor having th)18 virtually abdicated his 
dee, the government was, in effect, dis901Yed. The 
house hereupon resolved, "That his lordship'S message, 
requiring the house to attendbim OD board one of his 
majesty's ships of war, is a high breach of the righU 
and privileges of this house." "That the llIlNa80nable 

delays 'thrown into the proceedings of this house),y the 
governor, and bis evasive answers to the sincere an. 
decent addresses of the representatives of the people, 
give us great reason to fear, that a dangerous attack 
may be meditated against the unhappy people of this 
colony." "It is, therefore, our opinion, they say, that 
they prepare for the preservation of their property, and 
their inestimable rights and liberties with the ~ 
care and attention:" "That we do and will bear faith 
and true allegiance to our most gracious sovereign 
George the III. our only lawful and rightful king; that 
we will, at all times, to the utmost of our power, a.nd at 
the risk of our lives and properties, maintain bnd defen~ 
his government in this colony, as founded on the esta
blished laws and' principles of the constituti&n: That 
it is our most earnest desire to prese"e and streagthen 
those bonds of amity, with all our fellow-8Ubjects ill 
Great Britain, which are so very essential to ~ pMl
perity and happiness of both countries." Ra~ 
adopted these resolutions without a di86enting ~oice, 
they adjourned themselves to die 12th of October 
foUowing; and the delegates were IStlmlnOIled to 
meet in convention at the town of Richmond, on tile 
17th of July .• 

• On thiI occuion, Biclwd B. Lee. 8taDdiDc with two oftJae burgetses in 
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Immediatelyonche adjournmeM of the house of 
burgesses, a very fun meeting ef the citizens of Wil
liamsburg, convened on the caD of Peyton Randolph, 
at the court house in that city, "to consider of the 
eXpediency of stationing a mnnber of men there, fot 
the public safety; as weD ro assist the citizens in their 
nightly watches, as to guard against any surprise from 
our enemies;" whereupon, it was unanimously agreecl 
(until the general convention should meet) to invite 
down from a number of counties, to the amount Of two 
hundred and fifty men. Meanwhile, until they arrived, 
the neighbouring counties, they say, were kind enough 
to lend them their assistance. 

On the 29th of June, the Fowey ship, and Magdalen 
schooner sailed from York; on board the latter went 
lady Dunmore, and the rest of the governor's family; 
bound for England; and the colonywas for a shorttime 
relieved by the report, that the Fowey carried lord D~ 
more amI captain Foy, on a visit to general Gage, at 
B'OSRm. This report, however, was unfounded. The 
Fowey merely escorted the Magdalen to the capes, and 
then returned again to her moorings befure . York. 
The Otter sloop of war, commanded by capt Squire; 
thereupon fell down to the mouth of York river, with 
the intention of cruising along the coast, and seizing all 
provision vessels; and soon became distinguished, at 
least, for the malignity of her attempts. The FolVey was 
relieved by the ship Mercury of 24 guns, John Macart· 

the poreh of the capitol, inscribed with IUs pencil on 11 pillar or the capitol, 
tIIe!Je prophetic liIlea,rrom 8habpeue : 

.. When IIha1l we three meet again 1 
la thw!,der, lightning, uul in rain i 
When the hurly-burly's done, 
"'hm ,Ite 1IatIIe', ",., ad _." 
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ney, commander, and departed for Boston, carrying 
with her the now obnoxious capt Foy. The governor's 
domestics left the palace, and removed to his farm at 
~fontibeno, about six miles below Williamsburg; and 
the governor, !yms~lf, fixed his s~tion at the town of 
Portsmouth. "L.!n this posture of thmgs, on Monday, the 
24th of July, 17!~ the colonial convention met at the 
city of Richmo!!SL--' 

The proceedings of this convention were marked by 
a character of great decision and vigour. [One of their 
first measures was an ordinance for raising and embo
dying a sufficient force for the defence and protection of 
this colo~y this ordinance, it was provided, that two 
regiments of regulars, to consist of one thousand and 
twenty privates rank and file, should be forthwith raised 
and taken into the pay of the colony; and a competent 
regular force was also~rovided for the protection of 
the western frontier. L The whole colony was divided 
into sixteen military districts; with a provision, that a 
regiment of six hundred and eighiy men, rank and file, 
should be raised on the eastern shore district, and a bat
talion of five hundred in each of the others; to be forth
with anned, trained, furnished with all military accou
tremy6ts, and ready to march at a minute's wamini} 
A. committee, called the committee of safety, was also 
organized, with functions and powers analogous to 
those of the executive department; and apparently 
designed to supply the vacancy occasioned by the gover
DOr'S abdication of that branch of the government 

The convention now proceeded to the a~intment 
of officers to command the regular forces. ~ The lofty 
stand which Mr. Henry had taken in the American . 
eausij'is increasing popularity, and the prompt and 
energetic movement which he had made in the aJrair of 
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the gunpowder.A>rought him strongly before the view 
of the house~d he was elected the colonel of the 
first regimen~ and. the C&mf1W/Rder of aU the furcu 
raised, and to be miBed, fur the defence of the colAmy 
Mr. William Woodford, who is said. to have distin
guished himself in the French and Indian war, W88 

appointed to the command of the second regiment 
The place of rendezvoUs for the troops was the city 

of Williamsbm-g. Mr. Henry was at his post on the 
BOth of September, examining the grounds adjacent to 
the city, for the purpose of selecting an encampment; 
and the place rJlosen was at the back of William and 
Mary coUege. Ll'he troops ,were recruited and poured 
in with wonderful rapidity. The papers of the day 
teem with the annunciation of company after company, 
both regulars and minute men, with the highest enco
miums onJhe appearance and spirit of the troopiJand 
'had the purpose been offensive war, col. Henry W8I 

800n in a situation to have annihilated any force that 
lord Dunmore could at that time, have arrayed against 
him. But there was, in truth, something extremely 
singular and embarrassing in the situatiOli of the parties 
in regard to each other. It was not war, nor was it peace. 
The very ordinance by which these troops were raised, 
was filled with professions of allegiance and fidelity to 
George the Ill-professions whose sincerity there is the 
less reason to doubt, because they are confined to the 
exereise of his constitutional powers, and stand con
nected with an expression of their fum determination 
to resist any attempt on the liberties of the country. 
The only intelligible purpose, therefore, for which these 
troops were raised, was a preparation for defence; and ~ 
for defence against an attempt to enforce the parlia
mentary taxes upon this colon)lV'\vith respect to lord 
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;DUnmore, he WIlt ~ eonllidered as baving abaa
~9.ed. ~ duties. of hi, oftlce; yet &tiD he was rQgerded 
M the go'fernor of Virginia; and there seems to have 
1>een no disposition to oWer violence to biJ pel'8OU-

Dunmore, 00 his part, col)Sidered the colo.ay II ia a 
state of open and general rebellion; not merely design.. 
ing to resist an attempt to enforce upon them an obnox
ious tax; but to subvert the regal governmeot wholly 
~ entirely; and had his power beeQ equal to his 
wishes, there is no reason to doubt that he would have 
disarmed the colony; and hung up, without ceremo.ay, 
the leaden of this traitorous revolt, as he aJfected to 
cOD$ider it. His impotence however, and the avenioB 
of the colonists to act otherWise than defensively, pro
duced a luspeoBe full of the most painful anxiety. 

In the mean timQ, capt. Squire, commander of his 
majesty's sloop the Otter, had been labouring through
out the summer with some success, to change the defen
sive attitude of the colony. He was engaged in cruising 

, continually in James and York rivers, plundering the 
defenceless shores, and carrying off the slaves, wherever 
seduction or force could place them in his power. 
These piratical excursions had wrought up the citizem 
who were oot in arms, to a very high pitch of resent
ment; and an accident soon gave them an opportunity 
of pe.rtial reprisal, which they did not fail to seize. 0. 
the 2d of September, the captain, sailing in a tender, 
on a marauding expedition from James to York river, 
was enc;ountered by a violent tempest, and his tender 
was driven on shore, upon Back river, near Hampton. 
It was night, and the storm still raging:-the captain 
and his men, distrusting (unjustly, as it would seem from 
the papen) the hospitality of the inhabitants, made their 
escape through the woods; the vessel was on the Dat 
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day, discovered and bumt by the people or the neigh
bourhood. In consequence of this act, the captain 
addressed the following letter to the committee of the 
town of Hampton: 

" Gentlemen, 
" Otter sloop. NOIt'olk river, Sept. 10, 17'15. 

" Whereas, a sloop tender, manned and armed in his 
majesty's service, was on Saturday the 2d instant, in a 
violent gale of wind, cast on shore in Back river Eliza .. 
beth county, having on board the undermentioned king's 
stores, which the inhabitants of Hampton thought pro-
per to seize: I am therefore to desire, that the king's 
sloop, with all the stores belonging to her, be immediate.. 
ly returned; or the people of Hampton, who committed 
the outrage, must be answerable for the consequences. 
I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

"MATTHEW SQUIRE." 

This letter, with a catalogue of the stores, having 
been communicated to the committee of Williamsburg, 
and by them having been laid before the commanding 
officer of the volunteers of that place, major Jam~s / 
bmes, at the head of a hundred men, who courted die 
enterprise, flew to Hampton to repel the threatened 
invasion. Squire, however, satisfied himself for the 
present, by falling down to Hampton road, where he 
seized the passage boats, with the negroes in them, by 
way of reprisal as he alleged, for the stores, &c. taken 
out of his tender when driven ashore in the late stonn; 
"which boats and negroes," adds Purdie's paper of the 
day, "it is likely he intends taking into the king's ser
vice, to send out a-pirating for hogs, fowls, &C. A very 
pretty occupation for the captain of one o( his majesty's 
ships of war." The next paper announces the move-

x 
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ments of Squire by a paragraph, which I extract 
M"batim, as showing in an amusing light, the spirit of 
the times, and as Camden says, "the plain and jolly 
mirth of our ancestors," even in the midst of misfor
tunes. " We hear that the renowned captain Squire, 
of his majesty's sloop Otter, is gone up the bay for 
Baltimore in Maryland; on his old traJle, it is to be 
presumed, of negro-catching, pillaging farms and plan
tations of their stock and poultry, and other ilIustriouI 
actions, highly becoming a Squire in the king's navy. 
Some say, his errand was to watch for a quantity of goa
powder intended for this colony; but that valuable is 
now safely landed where he dare not come to smell 
it." , 

The same paper contains the following answer from 
the committee of Hampton to Squire's letter: 

"To Matthew Squire, esq. commander of his majesty's 
sloop Otter, lying in Hampton roads . 

.. Hampton. Septemb~r 16. 1775. 

" Sir, 
" Yours of the lOth instant, directed to the commit

tee of the town of Hampton, reciting, that a sloop tender 
on his majesty's service, was on the 2d instant, cast on 
shore near this place, having on board some of the 
king's stores, which you say were seized by the inhabi
tants, and demanding an immediate return of the same; 
or that the people of Hampton must answer the conse
quences of such orttrage, was this day laid before them, 
who knowing the above recital to be injurious and 
untrue, think proper here to mention the facts relative 
to this matter. The sloop, we apprehend, was not in 
his majesty's service, as we are well assured that you 
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were on a pillaging or pleasuring party; and although it 
gives us pain to use indelicate expressions, yet the treat
ment received from you, calls for a state of the facts 
in the' simple language of truth, however harsh it may 
sound. To your own heart we appeal for the candour 
with -which we have stated them-to that heart which 
drove you into the woods in the most tempestuous 
weather, in one of the darkest nights, to avoid the much 
injured and innocent inhabitants of this county, who 
had never threatened or ill used you-and who would, 
at that time, have received you, we are assured, with 
humanity· and civility, had you made yourself and situa
tion known to them. Neither the vessel or stores were 
seized by the inhabitants of Hampton; the gunner, one 
Mr. Gray-and the pilot, one Mr. Ruth-who were em
ployed by you on this party, are men we hope, who 
will still assert the truth. From them, divers of our 
members were informed, that the vessel and stores, 
together with a good seine (which you, without cause, 
80 bastily deserted) were given up as irrecoverably lost, 
by the officers, and some of the proprietors, to one 
Finn, near whose house you were drove on shore, as a 
reward for his entertaining you, &c. with respect and 
decency. 

~, The threats of a person whose conduct hath 
evinced that he was not only capable, but desirous of 
doing us, in our then defenceless state, the greatest injus
tice, we confess were somewhat alanning; but, with the 
greatest pleasure, we can inform you, our apprehen
sions are now removed. 

~~ Although we know that we cannot legally be called 
to account for that which you are pleased to style an 
outrage, and notwithstanding we have hitherto, by you, 
been treated with iniquity, we will, as far as in our 
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power lies, do you right upon just and equitab~ 
terms. 

"First We, on behalf of the community, require 
from you the restitution of a certain Joseph Harris, the 
property of a gentleman of our town, and all other our 
slaves whom you may have on board; which said Harris, 
as wen as other slaves, hath been long harboured, and 
often employed, with your knowledge, (as appeared to 
us by the confession of Ruth and othen, and is well 
known to all your men) in pillaging us under cover of 
night, of our sheep and other live stock. 

" Secondly. We require that you will send on shore 
all boats, with their hands, and every other thing you 
have detained on this occasion. 

" And lastly. That you shall not by your own arbi
trary. authority, undertake to insult, molest, interrupt or 

detain, the persons or property of anyone passing to 
and from this town, as you have frequently done for 
Some time past. 

"Upon complying with those requisitions, we will 
endeavour to procure every article left on our shore, 
and shall be ready to deliver them to your pilot aud 
gunner, of whOse good behaviour we have had some 
proofs. We are, &C. 

" TIre CcmrmilIee of Elizabelk Oily Cf1II,fdy 
aOO toton of Hampton." 

In the mean time Squire's threat against HamptoD 
was not an empty one, as is pnwen by the fonowing ac
count of the attempt to execute it: the article is extract
ed from a supplement to Purdie's paper of October 
~7th, 1775. 

" After lord Dunmore, with his troops and the navy, 
bad been for several weeks seizing the persons and pro- • 
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perty of his majesty's peaceable subjects in this colony
on Wednesday night last, a party from an armed ten
der landed near Hampton, and took away a valuable 
negro slave and a sail from the owner. Next morning 
tjJere appeared off the mouth of Hampton river, a large 
armed schooner, a sloop, and three tenden, with soldiers 
on board, and a message was received at Hampton from 
captain Squire, on board the schooner, that he would 
that day land and burn the town; on which a company 
of re~, and a company of minute men,· who had 
been placed there in consequence of former threats 
denounced against that place, made the best disposition 
to prevent their landing, aided by a body of militia who 
were suddenly called together on the occasion. The 
enemy accordingly attempted to land, but were retard
ed by some boats sunk across the channel for that pur
pose. Upon this they fired several small cannon at the 
provincials without any effect, who in return discharged 
their smllli arms so effectually, as to make the enemy 
move off, with the 1088 of several men, as it is believed. 
But they had in the mean time, burnt down a house 
belonging to Mr. Cooper, on the river. On intelligence 
of this reaching Williamsburg, about nine o'clock at 
night, a company of riflemen was dispatched to the aid 
of Hampton, and the colontl of the 2d regiment, s~nt to 
take the command of the whole; who, with the company, 
arrived about eight o'clock next morning. The enemy 
had in the night cut through the boats sunk, and made 
a passage for their ve8Sels, which were drawn close up 

• Captain George Nicholas commanded the regulua, and eaptain Lync 
the minute men; captain Nicholas therefore, as being in the reguJar 8errice, 
bad the command of- the whole, in the first IkinDieb. Thia gentleman was 
the eldest eon of colonel Robert C. Nicholas; and on the return of peace, be· 
CMle highly cliJtinguilhed both a. a politician and lawyer. 
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to the town, and began to fire upon it soon after the 
, ' arrival of the party from Williamsburg; b~ as soon as 

our men were so disposed as to give them a few shot, 
they went off' so hastily that our people took. a small 
tender, with five white men, a woman, and two slav~ 
six swivels, seven muskets, some small arms, a sword, 
pistols, and other things, and several papers belonging 
to lieutenant Wright, who made his escape by jumping 
overboard and swimming away with Mr. King's man, 
who are on shore, and a pursuit it is hoped may over
take them. There were two of the men in the vessel 
mortaDy wounded; one is since dead, and the other near 
his end. Besides which, we are informed, nine were 
seen to be thrown overboard from one of the vessels. 

f5! e have not a man even wounded. . The vessels went 
over to Norfolk, and we are informed the whole force 
from thence is intended to visit Hanlpton this day. If 
they should, we hope our brave troops are prepared for 
them; as we can \!,ith pleasure assure the pdblic, that 
every part of them, behaved with spirit and bravery, and 
are wishing for another skirmish." 

The next paper contains the following card to cap
tain Squire; which is inserted merely as another speci
men of the character of the times: 

"W'llliamIburr. November ScL 

" The ri1Iemen and soldiers of Hampton, desire their 
compliments to captain Squire andbis squadron, and wish 
to know how they approve the reception they met 'YUh 
last Friday. Should he incline to renew his visit, they 
will be glad to see him; otherwise, in point of com
plaisance, they will be under the necessity of returning 
the visit If he cannot fuid the ear that was cut oft; 
they hope he will !Vear a wig to hide the mark; for 
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perhaps it may not be necessary that all should know 
chance had effected that which the laws ought to have 
done." 

In the mean time lord Dunmore, with a motley band 
of tories; negroes, and recruits from St Augustine's, 
was "cutting such fantastic capers" in the country 
round about N orfoIk, as made it necessary to crush 
him or drive him from the state. With this view, the 
committee of safety (who, by their constitution, were 
authorised to direct all military movements) detached 
colonel Woodfonl at the head of about eight hundred 
men, to cross James river at Sandy Point, and go in 
pursuit of his lordship. Colonel Henry himself had 
been anxious for this service, and is said to have solicit
ed it in vain. But the committee of safe~ seem to 
have distrusted too much his want of military experi
ence, to .confide to him so important an enterprise. 
The disgust which Mr. Henry had conceived at this 
palpable reflection on his military capacity, was in
creased by colonel Woodford's refusal to acknowledge 
his· superiority in command. This gentleman, after his 
departure from Williamsburg on the expedition against 

• The committee of nfety was compoed 01 the following gentlemen: 
Edmund Pendleton, George Mason, hon. John Page, Richard Bland, Thomas 
Ludwen Lee, Paul Carrington, Dudley Digges, William CabeD, Carter Bru
ton, James Mereer. and John Tabb. eaquires. 

The clause of the ordinance of convention which authorised this commit. 
tee to direct all military movements, is the following: 
. II And whereas it may be necesury for the public security, that the force. 

to be railIed by virtue of this ordinance, Ihould, II occuion may require. be 
marched to different parts of the colony, and that the officeJ'l should be sub. 
jett to a proper controu1, B~ it artIGi"ed by the ",d/ttwity aj.,emid, that the 
officeJ'l and 80ldiers under such command, sbaD in all thinp not otherwise 
particularly prolided for by this ordinance, and the article. established for 
their re&"Llation, be under the controuJ, and subject to the order of the gene. 
n1 committee of .rety." 
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Dunmore, considered himself as no longer under l\1r. 
Henry's authority; and consequently, addressed all his 
communications to the convention when in session, and 
when npt so, to the committee of safety. On the 6th 
December 1776, Mr. Henry sent an express to colonel 
W oQdford, with the following letter: 

" On Virginia service. 
" To William Woodford, esq. colonel of the second 

regiment of the Virginia forces . 

" Sir, 
.. Head Quarters, Dec. 6th. 1775. 

" Not hearing of any despatch from you for a long 
time, I can no longer forbear sending to know your 
situation, and what has occurred. Every one, as weD 
as myself, is vastly anxious to hear how all stands with 
you. In, case you think any thing could be done to aid 
and forward the enterprise you have in hand, please to 
write it But I wish to know your situation particu
larly, with that of the enemy, that the whole mal be 
laid before the convention now here. The number 
and designs of the enemy, as you have collected it, 
might open some prospects to us, that might enable us 
to form some diversion in your favour. The bearer 
has orders to lose no time, and return with all possible 
haste. I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

"P H . • ENRY, Jun. 
" P. S. Capt Alexander's company is not yet 

come. 
" Col. WOODFORD." 

To this letter, on the next day, he received the fol
lowing answer from col. Woodford. 
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Great Bridge, 7th Dec. 1775. 
" Sir, 

" I received yours per express; in answer to 
which must inform you, that understanding you were 
out of town, I have not written you before last Mon
day, by the return of the honourable the convention's 
express, when I referred you to my letter to them, for 
every particular respecting mine and the enemy's situa
tion. I wrote them again yesterday and this morning, 
which no doubt they will commWlicate to you, as com
manding officer of the troops at Williamsburg. When 
joined, I shall always esteem myself immediately under 
your command, and will obey accordingly; but when 
sent to command a separate and distinct body of 
troops, under the immediate instructions of the com
mittee of safety-whenever that body or the honour
able convention is sitting, I look upon it as my in
dispensable duty to address my intelligence to them, 
as the supreme power in this colony. If I judge 
wrong, I hope that honourable body will set me right. 
I would wish to keep up the greatest harmony between 
us, for the good of the cause we are engaged in; but 
cannot bear to be supposed to have neglected my duty, 
when I have done every thing I conceived to be so. 
The enemy are strongly fortified on the other side the 
bridge, and a great number of negroes and tories with 
them; my prisoners disagree as to the numbers. 'We 
are situate here in mud and mire, exposed to every 
hardship that can be conceived, but the want of provi
sions, of which our stock is but small, the men suffering 
for shoes; and if ever soldiers deserved a second blanket 
in any service, they do in this; our stock of ammuni
tion much reduced, no bullet moulds that were good for 
any thing sent to run up our lead, tiD those se~t tb~ 

y 
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other day by Mr. Page. If these necessaries and better 
anns had been furnished in time for this detachment, 
they might have prevented much trouble and great 
expense to this colony. Most of those anns I received 
the other day from Williamsburg, are rather to be c0n

sidered as lumber, than fit to be put in men's hands, in 
the face of an enemy: with much repair, some of them 
will do; with those, and what I have taken from the 
enemy, hope to be better armed in a few days. I have 
written the convention, that it was my opinion, the 
greatest part of the 1st regiment ought immediately to 
march to the scene of action with some cannon, and a 
supply of ammunition, and every other necessary for 
war that the colony can muster, that a stop may be put 
to the enemy's progress. As to the Carolina troops and 
cannon, they are by no means what I was made to 
expect: 60 of them are here, and 100 will be here to
morrow; more, it is said, will follow in a few days, 
under col. Howe; badly armed, cannon not mounted, 
no furniture to them. How long these people will 

- choose to stay, is impossible for me to say; 99 in 100 
of these lower people, rank tories. From all theM! 
informations, if you can make a diversion in my favour, 
it will be of service to the colony, and very acceptable 
to myself and soldiers; whom if possible, I will endea~ 
vour to keep easy under their hard duty, but begin to . 
doubt whether it will be the case long." 

In two days after the receipt of this letter, came-the 
news of the victory of the Great Bridge, by which coL 
Woodford at once threw into the shade the military 
pretensions of all the other state officers; a circum
stance not very well calculated to gild the pill of con
tumacy, which he had just presented to the commander 
in chief. The committee of safety had DOW a delicate 
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part to act between these two officers; they were 
extremely anxious to avoid the decision of the question 
which had arisen between them, seeing very distinctly 
that their decision could not but disappoint very pain
fully, that gentleman who was their favourite officer. 
They seem to have been apprehensive that col. W ood
ford ,would be led, by that decision, to resign in disgust; 
and were justly alarmed at the idea of losing the ser· 
vices of so valuable an officer, especially after the 
distinction which he had recently gained at the Great 
Bridge. Mr. Henry, however, insisted that the com
mittee or convention should determine the question, as 

. being the oJily way to settle the construction of his com
mission. It was accordingly taken up, and decided by' 
the fonowing order of the committee. 

"In Committee-December JlDCtu][V. 

"Resolved, unanimously, that colonel Woodford, 
although acting upon a separate and detached com
mand, ought to correspond with colonel Henry, and 
make returns to him at proper times of the state and 
condition of the forces under his command; and also 
tl)at he is subject to his orders, when the convention, 
or the committee of safety is not sitting, but that whilst 
either of those bodies are sitting, he is to receive his 
.orders from one of them." 

The address which was thought necessary in com
municating this resolution to colonel Woodford, is a 
proof of the very high estimate in which he was held by 
the committee; and the same evidence furnishes very de
cisive proof that colonel Henry had not owed his military 
appointment to the suffrage of those membeftJ ofthe com
mittee who maintained the correspondence. Thus, on 
the lSUi of December, 1775, a member of the conven· 
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tion addressed a letter to colonel Woodford, which 
seems to have been a preparative for the ~esolution of 
the committee, and is certainly suited, with great 
dexterity, to that object; the writer, after some intro
ductory observations, says, "Whether you are obliged 
to make your returns to colonel B-y, and to send 
your despatches thl'Ough him to the convention and 
committee of safety; and also from those bodies through 
him to you, must depend upon the ordinance and the 
commission he bears. You will observe his commission 
is strongly worded, beyond what I believe was the 
intention of the person who drew it*-but the ordinance 

1 

• The committee appointed to draw up and report the fonn8 or commil
sions, for the officers of the troops to be raised by order of the conventioa, 
of the summer of 1775, were Mr. Banister, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Walkins and 
Mr. Holt; and on the 26th of August, 1775, Mr. Banister from this commit
tee, reported the following :-

"Form of a commission for the colonel of the first regiment, and c0m

mander of the regular forces. 

.. The committee of safety for the colony of Virginia to Patrick Henry, eJq. 

" Whereas, by a resolution of the delegates of this colony, in convention 
assembled, it was determined that you, the said Patrick Henry, esq. shouJd 
be colonel of the first regiment of regulars, and commander in chief at aD 
the forces to be raised for the protection and defence of this colony; and by 
an ordinance of the said convention it is provided, that the committee or 
safety should issue all military commissions: Now, in pursuance of the said 
power to U8 granted, and in conformity to the appointment of the conventioD, 
we, the said committee of safety, do constitute and commission you, the said 
Patrick Henry, esq. colonel of the first regiment ofregulars, and Cll_ .... 

in chief oj all ft1.I:h lither loren /U may, by ortJno ojthe ctnnJmtion, or ~tI« eJ 
,a/ely. be direekd to act in c07!iune/ion "U1;th them; and with the said forces, or 
any of them, you are hereby empowered to resist and repel all hostile in.,.. 
sions, and quell and suppress any insurrections which may be JDIIde or 
attempted against the peace and safety of this hi, majesty's colony and 
dominion. And we do require you to exert your utmost,sForti for the pro
motion of discipline and order, among the officers and soldiers under your 
command, agreelble to such ordinances, rules, and articles, which are DOV. 

or hereafter may be, instituted for the government and regulation of the 
army; and that you pay due obedience to all orders and instructions, which. 
from time to time. you may receive from the convention 01' committee at 
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I think, clearly gives the convention, and committee of 
safety acting under their authority, the absolute direc
tion of the troops. The dispute between you must be 
occasioned I suppose, (for I have not seen your letter to 
the colonel) by disregard of him as commander, after 
the adjournment of the committee of safety, and before 
the meeting of the convention; at which time, I am apt 
to think, though I am not military man enough to 
determine, your correspondence should have been with 
him as commanding officer. I have talked with colonel 
Henry about this matter; he thinks he has been ill 
treated, .and insists the officers under his command 
shall submit to his orders. I recommended it to him 
to treat the business with caution and temper; as a dif
ference at this critical moment, between our troops, 
would be attended with the most fatal consequences; 
and took the liberty to assure him you would, I was 
certain, submit to whatever was thought just and rea
sonable. He has laid the letter before the committee of 
safety, whose sentiments upon the subject, I expect YOll 

must have received before this. I hope it will not come 
before us," but from what colonel Henry said, he inti
mated it must, as it could be no otherwise determined. 
My sentiments upon that delicate point, I partly com
municated upon the ·expected junction of the Carolina 

safety; to hold, exercise, and enjoy, the said oflice of colonel and com. 
mander in chief of the forces, and to perfonn and execute the power and 
authority afol'esaicl, and all other things which arc truly and of right inci. 
dental to your said office, during the pleasure of the convention, and no 
longer. .Ibul _ do Iu!rebr reqvire tmd CO-W all o,IiC"' mad .. /dier., mad 
ewry per_ wMt'Ge'lIeI". ill on!! way~, to 6e~rmI mad u,i.nK '0 
pm in all 1AingB, ttnu:hi"K tile due ne,:utillfl of t/Ii. commiuitnJ, accordinK to tile 
t-"f»rl or inlenl tIIenof. 

" Gil·en under 0\\1" banda at , this day of , anno Dnm. 177 ." 

• The convention. 
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troops with OUl'S, which I presume you have received. 
By your letter yesterday to the president, I find you 
agree with me. I very cordially congratulate you on 
the success at the Bridge and the reduction of the fort, 
which will give our troops the benefit of better and 
more wholesome ground. 'Your letter came to the 
convention just time enough to read it before we. broke 
up, as it was nearly dark; it was however proposed, 
and agreed that the President should transmit you the 
approbation of your conduct in treating with kindness 
and humanity the unfortunate prisoners; and that your 
readiness to avoid dispute about rank with colonel 
Howe, they consider as a further mark of your attach
ment to the service of your country. I have had it in 
co~templation paying you a visit, but have not been able 
to leave the convention, as many of our members are 
absent, and seem to be in continual rotation, some going, 
others returning. We shall raise many more battalions, 
and as soon as practicable, arm some vessels. .A 
comf. or general, I suppose, will be sent us by the 
co~gress, as it is expected our troops will be upon con
tinental pay. I pray God to protect you, and pl'Olpel" all 
your endeavours." 

But the letter from the chairman of the committee, 
which enclosed the resolution, is a master-piece of 
address, so far as relates to the feelings of col. Wood
ford; though certainly not well judged to promote the 
permanent harmony of those officers, by inspiring sen
timents of respect and subordination ~r the st.qlerior. 
The letter bears date on the 24th DecelJlber, 1775: it , 
is written in a strain of the most frank and conciliatory 
fliendship-full of deserved eulogy pn col. Woodford's 
conduct-and very far from com~limentary to tb~ 
colonel of the first regiment In relation to this gen-



LIn OF HB~llY. , 175 

tieman, (after having mentioned the resolution of raising 
other regiments,) he says, "The field officers to each 
regiment will be named here, and recommended to con
gress; in case our army is taken into continental pay, 
they will send commissions. A general officer will be 
chosen there, I doubt not, and sent US; with tllnt mat
ter, I hope, we slutU Mt ifllerm£ddle, lest it sMuld 
be thought propriety l-equires our caUing 01' rather 
recommending oUr present first officer to that station. 
Believe me sir, the unlucky step of calling that gentle
man from our councils, where he was useful, into the 
field, in an important station, the duties of which he 
must in the nature of things, be an entire stranger to, 
has given me many an anxious and uneasy moment In 
consequence of this mistaken step, which can't now be 
retracted or remedied, for he has done nothing worthy 
of degradation, and must keep his rank, we must be 
deprived of the service of some able officers, whose 
honour and former ranks will not suffer them to act 
under him in this juncture, when we so much need 
their services; however, I am told, that Mercer, Buck
ner, Dangerfield, and Weedon, will serve, and are all 
thought of. I am also told, that Mr. Thurston and Mr. 
Millikin are candidates for regiments: the latter, I 
believe, wiD raise and have a German one. In the 
course of these reflections, my great concern is on your 
account. The pleasure I have enjoyed in finding your 
army conducted with wisdom and success, and your 
conduct meet with the general approbation of the con
vention and country, makes me more uneasy at a 
thought that the country should be deprived of your 
services, or you ma~e uneasy in it, by any untoward 
circumstances. I had seen your letter to our friend Mr . 
• Jones, (now a member of the committee of safety,) and 
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besides that, col. Henry has laid b~fore the committee 
your letter to him, and desired our opinion, whether he 
was to command you or not. We never detennined 
this till Friday evening; a copy of the resolution I 
enclose you. If this will not be agreeable, and prevent 
future disputes, I hope some happy medium will he sug
gested to effect the purpose, and make you easy; for the 
colony cannot part with you, while troops are necesscuy 
to be continued." 

~
. Henry had too much sagacity not to perceive the 

ight in which he was viewed by the committee of 
afety, and too much sensibility not to be wounded by 

(
the discovery. His situation was indeed, at this time, 
most painfully embarrassing. The rank which he held 
was full of the promise of honour and distinction; he 
was tire first oJJiccr of the Virginia fm'ees; the cele
brity which he had already attained among his country
men, not only by his political resistance to the measures 
of the British parliament, but by the bold and daring 
military enterprise which he had headed the preceding 
year, in the affair of the gunpowder, led his coun
trymen to expect, that the appointment which he now 
held would not be a barren one, but that he would 
mark it with the characters of his extraordinary genius, 
and become as distinguished in the field, as he had been 
in the senate. He knew that these expectations wen 
entertained, and had every disposition to realize theIR; 
but his wishes and his hopes~ere perpetually over-ruled 
by the committee oi ~e~ who commanded over him, 
and who gratuitously distrusting his capacity for war, 
would give him no opportunity of making trial of it. 
Yet Mr. Henry untried, has been most unjustly slighted 
as a soldier, and spoken of as a :nere military cipher! 
If I have not been misinformed, some of those who 
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composed this very committee, did in after times, fre- . 
quently allude to this period of his life, to prove the 
practical inutility of his character, and have applied to 
him the saying, which Wilkes applied to lord Chatham, 
that " all his power and efficacy was seated in his 
tongue.'~ What figure he might have made in war, 
had the opportunity been allowed him, can now be only 
matter of speculation. His personal bravery, so far as 
I have heard, has never been called in question; or if 
it has, it has been without evidence; and neither his 
ardour in the public cause, or his strong natural sense, 
can with any colour of justice be disputed. If we 
superadd to these qualities, that presence of mind, that 
promptitude, boldness, and novelty of view-that dex
terous address, and fertility 0: expedient, for which he 
was remarkable-I can see no reason to doubt, that he 
would have justified the highest expectations of his 
admirers, had he been pennitted to command the expe
dition which he courted. As to his want of experience, 
the alleged ground for keeping him so ignominiously 
confined to head quarters, he possessed pretty nearly as 
much experience as colonel Washington had, when he 
covered the retreat of Braddock's routed forces; as 
much too, as those young genctrals of ours, who have 
recently covered themselves with so much glory on our 
northern frontier: nor would it seem to comport with 
that respect which the committee owed to the conven
tion, from whom both colonel Henry and themselves had 
received their respective appointments, to arrogate the 
power of reversing the decree of the convention, and 
practically degrading the officer of their first choice. 

• -homiMI ;'leIn.Bi"';, qllCll'Um omnU'IIi" .,;, ""~ in linKU" .ita uf. 
-' Sal1\1at. Oratio sec. De Rep. Old. 

Z 
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It is certain that the committee were severely spokeD 
of at the day, and that the people, as well as the soldiery, 
did not hesitate openly to impute their conduct towards 
Mr. Henry, to personal envy. 

Other humiliations yet awaited him. Shortly after the 
affair of the Great Bridge, colonel Howe of North 
Carolina, at the head of five or six hundred men of 
that state, joined colonel Woodford; and taking the com
mand of the whole, with the consent of the latter gen
tleman, who yielded to the seniority of his commission, 
marched with their united forces into Norfolk, which 
had been evacuated by the British. From this post, 
colonel Howe continually addressed his communica
tions to the committee of safety, or to the convention; 
and colonel Henry, after having seen his lawful rights 
and honours transferred in the first instance, to an 
inferior officer of his own, had now the mortification 
of seeing himself completely superseded, and almost 
annihilated, by an officer from another state of only 
equal rank. 

But even this was not all: six additional regiments 
had been raised by the convention, and congress had 
been solicited to take the Virginia troops on continental 
establishment They resolved to take the six new ~ 
ments, passing by the two first; a discrimination which 
conveys so palpable a rellection on the two tint regi
m~nts, that it is difficult to account for it, except by 
the secret influence of that unfriendly star, which had 
hitherto controuled and obscured Mr. Henry's military 
destinies. The measure was so exactly adjusted to the 
wish expressed by colonel Woodford's correspondent, 
that congress would not devolve the chief command of 
the Virginia forces on colonel Henry, that it is difficult 
to avoid the suspicion, that the suggestion came from 
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the same quarter. The convention however, ·now 
interfered in behalf of their favourite; and remonstrat
ed against this degradation of the officers of theirJiJlst 
-choice; earnestly recommending it to congress, itthey 
adhered to their resolution of taking into continental 
pay no more than six regiments, to suffer the two first 
to stand first in the arrangement This course was 
accordingly adopted; but at the BIJ'IM tim£, commissions 
of brigadier general, tDere ftmJJQ,rdaJ, by txmgre88 10 
~ HlJtDe and colmtd .!lrulmD Letms. 

The reader, if he knows any thing of the scrupulous 
'8Jld even fastidious delicacy with which military officers 
watch the most distant reflection upon their com
petency, will not be surprised th4. Henry refused. 
the continental commission of colonel: which was now 

• The fonowing is an eDCt copy of the collllDiaion sent from the genel'l1 
congre .. to the committee of lIfety, appointing colonel Henry to the com· 
mand of the fint regiment, or battalion, in this colony, taken upon the con· 
tinentll establishment, agreeable to the requisition of the lut convention: 

.. In Congreas. 

"The delegates of the United Colonies of New Hunpabire, Muaacbusetta 
.Bay, Rhode Ia1and, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
the Counties of New Cutle, Kent, and SU88eX on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to Patrick Henry. 
esq. 

f' We .. reposing especial trust and confidence in your patriotism, va1our, 
conduct, and tid.elity, do by these presents, conatitute and appoint you to be 
Colone~ of the fint battalion of Vuoginia forces, in the anny of the United 
Colonies, raised for the .. defence of AmericaD liberty, and for repelling' every 
hostile invuion thereof. You are therefore, carefully and diJirentlyto dis
charge the duty of colonel, by doing and performing" all manner of thinp 
thereunto belonging. And we do strictly cbuge and require all officers and 
IIOldiers under your command, to be obedient to your orders 88 colonel. And 
you are to observe aad fonow ncb orders and directions, from time to time, 
as you.baII receive from this or a future congress 01 the United Colonies, or 
committee of congress, for that purpose appointed, or commander in chief 
fort~e time beingoftbe army of the United Colonies, orallY otllcr nperlGr 
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offered to him, and immediately resigned that which he 
held from the state? His resignation produced a com
motion in the camp, which wore at first an alarming 
aspe'ct; and would probably have had an extremely un
propitious effect on the militaJy efforts of the state, had it 
not been instantaneously quelled by his own patriotic 
exertions. The following is the notice of this trans
action from Purdie's paper of March Ist, 1776: 
'\(Yesterday morning, the troops in this city being 

infomled that Patrick Henry, esquire, commander in 
chief of the Virginia forces, was about to leave them, 
the whole went into deep mourning, and being under 
arms, waited on him at his lodgings, w)len they address
ed him in the following manner':> 

" To Patrick Henry, jun. esquire. 

" Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the obli
gations we lie under to you, for the polite, humane, and 
tender treatment manifested to us throughout the whole 
of your conduct, while we had the honour of being 
under your command, permit us to offer you our sin
cere thanks, as the only tribute we have in our power 
to pay to your real merits. Notwithstanding your with
drawing yourself from the service, fiUs us with the most 
poignant sorrow, as it at once deprives us of our father 
and general; yet, as gentlemen., we are compelkd to ap
plaoo yoor spirited resentment to the most glaring in
dignity. May your merit shine as c~nspicuous to the 

officer. according to the rules and discipline of war, in pursuance of the truIIt 
repOlied in you. This commission to continue in force until revoked by this 
or a future congre88, By order of the congress, 

"JOBlf H~.coclt, President." 
" Attest. 

" CB~llLlt. THOlUOlf. Secretary . 

•• Philadelphia, Feb. 13th. 1776," 
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world in general, as it hath done to us, and may Heaven 
shower its choicest blessings upon you!" 

" To which he returned the following answer: 

" Gentlemen, 
"I am exceedingly obliged to you for your appro

bation of my conduct Your address does me the 
highest honour. This kind testimony of your regard to 
me, would have been an ample reward for services 
much greater than those I have had the power to per-
form. I return you, and each of you, gentlemen, my 
best acknowledgments for the spirit, alacrity, and zeal, 
you have constantly shown in your several stations. I 
am unhappy to part with you. I leave the service, but 
I leave' my heart with you. May God bless you, and give 
you success and safety, and make you the glorious in
strument of saving our country." 

" After the officers had received colonel Henry's 
kind answer to their address, they insisted upon his 
dining with them, at the Raleigh tavern, before his de
parture; and after dinner a number of them proposed 
escorting him out of town, but were prevented in their 
resolution by some uneasiness getting among the sol
diery, who assembled in a tumultuous manner, and de
manded their discharge, declaring their unwillingness 
to serve under any other commander; upon which colo
nel Henry found it necessary to stay a night longer in 
town; which he spent in visiting the several barracks, 
and used every argument in his power with the soldiery, 
to lay aside their imprudent resolution, and to continue 
in the service, which he had quitted from motives in 
which his hmwur alone was ctmC~d; and that, 
although he was prevented from serving his country in 
a military capacity, yet his utmost abilities should be 
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exerted for the real interest of the united colonies, iJt 
support of the glorious cause in which they have en
gaged. This, accompanied with the extraordinary ex
ertions of colonel Christian, and other officers present, 
happily produced the desired effect; the soldiers reluct
antly acquiescing; and we have now the pleasure to 
assure the public, that those brave fellows are now pretty 
well reconciled, and will spend the last drop of their 
blood in their country's defence." 

This is the man who has been sometimes branded 81 

a turbulent, seditious, factious demagogue! Had he 
been of this character, what an occasion was here to 
have provoked it to action! This love for the man aad 
the officer, and this resentment of the indignities to 
which he had been subjected; was not confined to the 
camp at Williamsburg; they pervaded the whole aJ'IDf, 
and were felt and expressed by the following address, 
signed by upwards of ninety officers at Kemp's landing, 
and Suft'olk, (in colDnel Wood/ant's camp) as well as at 
Williamsburg; and printed by their desire in PuRIie's 
paper of the 2!d March, 1775. 

" Sir, 
"Deeply concerned for the good of our country, we sin

cerely lament the unhappy necessity of your resignation 
and with all the wannth of aft'ection, assure you, that, 
whatever may have given rise to the iRtligmty latelyoffer
ed to you, we join with the general voice 0/ the people, and 
think it our duty to make this public declaration of our 
high respect for your distinguished merit To your 
vigilance and judgment as a senator, this united conti
nent bears ample testimony; while she prosecutes her 
steady opposition to those destructive ministerial mea
sures tohich your eloquence flrst pointed out and tatlt,ulJl 
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10 relent, and ywr resolution led fmvard to reM. To 
your extensive popularity, the service also is greatly 
indebted, for the expedition with which the troops were 
raised; and, while they were continued under your 
command, the firmness, eandour, and politeneSs, which 
Conned the complexion of your conduct towards them, 
obtained the signal approbation of the wise and vir
tuous, and will leave upon our minds the most grateful 
impression. Although retired from the immediate con
cerns of war, we solicit the continuance of your kindly 
attention. We know your attachment to the best of 
causes; we have the fullest confidence in your abilities, 
and in the rectitude of your views; and 1wwerer willing 
.. emrioua may be to ~ an established reputa
lion, we trust the day will come, when justice shall 
prevail, and thereby secure you an honourable and 
happy return to the glorious employment of conducting 
our councils, and hazarding your life in the defence of 
your country. 

"With the most grateful sentiments of regard and 
esteem, we are, sir, very respectfully, your most oblig
ed, and obedient humble servants." 

If any doubt can be entertained as to the body to 
which this imputation of en"'Y pointed, it win be re
moved by the following defence of the committee of 
safety, extracted from the supplement to Purdie's paper 
of the 15th of March, 1776. 

"Mr. Purdie, 
"I am infonned a report is prevailing through the 

colony, that the committee of safety were the cause of 
colonel Henry's resigning the command of his bat- ---
talion; which it is supposed hath received confinnation 
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from the address of the officers to that gentleman~ in 
which they speak of a glaring indignity having been 
offered him, if it was not wholly derived from that 
source. That the good people of the country may be 
truly informed in this matter, the following state of 
facts is submitted without comment, to the impartial 
judgment of the public. 

" As soon as the last convention had voted the rais
ing seven new battalions of troops, besides augmenting 
the old ones, the committee. of safety informed our 
delegates to congress of that vote, desiring they would 
use' their best endeavours to have the whole supported 
at continental expense; in answer to which, a letter was 
received from the delegates, dated the 30th of Decem
ber, of which the following is an extract: 'The resolu
tions of congress for taking ow· six additional (they 
would not agree to take our other two) battalions, into 
continental pay, and for permitting an exportation for 
supplying our countrymen with salt, are enclosed.' It 
was supposed from hence, an intention prevailed in 
congress to pass by the two old battalions, and take six 
of the new ones into continental pay'; which, as it was 
said those officers would take precedency of provincial 
ones of equal rank, was generally thought wrong, since 
it would degrade the officers of the two first battalions; 
and, to avoid this, the convention came to a resolution 
the 10th of January, of which the following is part: 
'Should the congress adhere to their resolution of tak
ing into continental pay no more than six battalions, let 
it be earnestly recommended to them to suffer our two 
present battalions (to be completed ~ before mentioned) 
to stand first in the arrangement; since otherwise, the 
officers first appointed by this convention, most of whom 
have already gone through a laborious and painful ser-
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vice, will be degraded in their rank$, and there is too 
much reasoD to ap~helld; that great confusion will 
ensue.' 

"The worthy gentleman (not a member of 1M tom
mUtu of safety) who prnposed this resolution, informed 
the tonl'ention be had consulted some of the officers of 
the first regiment, who wished to have their rank pre
served, though it was foreseen the pay wonId be re
duced. 

"The committee of safety, in a letter to the dele
gates dated the 15th of January, enclosing this resolu
tion, thus write: 'You have a list of the field officers rs 
they stand recommended, and 'tVe doubt not receiving 
the commissions in the like order, with blanks (or the 
proper mnnber of captains and subalterns. If, how
erer, the resolution of congress should be tmalterably' 
fixed to allow us but six battidions, yoo. win please to 
attend to that part of the resoll'e ltbieh recommends 
their being the first six) as a point of great consequence' 
t& our hannony, il'l which may be involved the good of 
the C'&mmon cause.' The, eommittee of safety after
mtrds received the eomtnissions wholly lined tip (or 
the field olleeI1l of stt battalions, in the rank they stood' 
recommended by tile cODventKm: beginning with col 
Henry, and ending with col. Buckner of the 6th bat
talion, with directions to deliver them. CGlonel Henry 
was accordingly offered his COORDission, which he declin
ed accepting, and' retired l'Vithout assigning any rea
sons. 

" A~ to the genetal oiBcers, the convenClK>n left them 
efttil'ei1 to the ehoice e( the congress, wit:lmut teeom· 
JBe'ftdetien; Mr aid the c&nunit't~e of safety at all in-
tetrfteddJe in ~t thoice. . 

" A FRIEND TO TrmTH." 
Aa 
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Immediately fonowing this defence of the committee, 
in the same paper, are the two following articles: 

" Mr. Purdie, 
"The address of the officers to col. Henry, and the 

col. 's reply, has led some of our enemies to hope that there 
would be great discontent in the army, by which our 
military operations would be retarded, and that there 
would be a considerable murmuring against the con
gress; but they are much mistaken. It is true the 
soldiers and officers were very unhappy at parting with 
so amiable a commander as colonel Henry, and might 
be a little imprudent in some expressions on the occa
sion; but there is not a man of them who is not so 
warmly attached to the glorious cause he is engaged in, 
as to. serve with alacrity under any commander, rather 
than it should suffer. And colonel Henry himself, is a 
gentleman 'of so much honour, and so true a patriot, 
that he will never countenance a munnur against the 
congress; nay so far from it, that it is highly probable 
he will soon be found in that august assembly, urging 
with his powerful eloquence, the necessity of prosecut
ing the war with redoubled vigour. I am a sincere 
friend to the congress and to colonel Henry." 

"Mr. Purdie, 

• ." &roy W\lllllerit, u itaBhade pursue; 
But, like the ahadow, prove. the substance tNe." 

Po ... 

" I was not surprised to see, in your last week's 
gazette, the resignation of Patrick Henry, esquire, 
late commander in chief of all the Virginia forces,. and 
colonel of the first regiment From that gentleman's 
amiable disposition, his invariable- perseverance in the 



LIFE OF HENRY. 187 

cause of h"berty, toe apprelumd thm envy strove to lnwy 
in obscurity his martial talents. Fettered muJ, ronjin£d, 
tDith only an empty title, the mere eclw of avtlwrity, his 
superior abilities Io.y inactive, 'IUJI" Cf1UlAJ, be exerted fur 
his hmwur, ur his coontry's good. 

" Virginia may truly boast, that in him she finds the 
able statesman, the soldier's father, the best of citizens, 
and liberty's dear friend. Clad with innocence, as in a 
coat of mail, he is proof against every serpentile 'Whisper. 
The officers and soldiers, who know him, are rivetted 
to his bosom; when he speaks, all is silence; when he 
orders, they cheerfully obey; and in the field, under 
so sensible, so prudent an officer, though hosts oppose 
them, with shouts they meet their armed foe, the sure 
presages of victory and success. 

" Let us, my countrymen, with grateful hearts, re
member that he carried off the standard of liberty, and 
defeated Grenville in his favourite stamp act. 

". While many dreaded, till with pleasing eye, 
Saw tyranny before brave Henry tly. 

"I am, Mr. Purdie, your friend, and a well-wisher 
to Virginia. 

." AN II~FARMER." 

It is very clear from the last piece, as well as from 
the address of the ninety officers, 'which bas- been 
already given, and which was published by their desire 
in a paper subsequent to thm 'Which contaim the defence 
of the CtYmlmittee, that that defence had been by no 
means satisfactory; and that either the committee as a 
body, or what is more probable, some individual or in
dividual!! of it, were still believed to have had a secret 
hand in planning and directing the series of indignities 
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which had driven Mr. Henry from a military life. It 
would seem that the truly respectable and venerable 

" chairman of that C()mmittee) ceme in at the time, for 
~ full proportion of this ceDlqre, qd that he smarte~ 
severely under it: this I infer, from a letter of his to 
colonel Woodford some time afterward$, in answer to 
one by which that gentlema,n had con.ulted him as to 
the propriety of "'18 resigni$lg h~ cOlnm~iOD. After 
having dissuaded him fwm thUI step by otbQf topics, he 
proceeJla thus: "I am apprehen.ive that your resigna-iJ· on ill be handled to your disadvantage, .f'rom a cer

. quarier, where all nputatWms are sacriflced, for 
sake of one;" what doe6 it signify, that he resigned 

,. without any such cause, or 8S8i~g any reasou. at aD; 
it is oot without ezampl£, that alAer. skoolIJ be ceR8Ured 
fqr what he is applauded fm'." This acrimo»y, so un-
Ulual from a man of Mr. Pendleton'~ benevolence aDd 
courtesy, could have been wrung from him OBIy by the 
bitterest provocations; and renders it highly probable, 
that the numerous and enthusia.stic admirers of Mr. 
Henry, had implicated this gentleman deeply in the 
iDdignities which had recently been offered. to. their 
favourite. 

The uecessity of placing this incident of Mr. Henry's 
life in its true light, upon the evidence in my po~ 
~on, has imposed upon me a very paintW duty, in re
g~d to Mr. Pendleton. With the justice Ol' inj~tict 
of ~ construction placed upoll hiB ~onduct ia relatW» 
to Mr. Henry, I have nothiDg to do. Even if jut, the 
infirmity of human nature may be easily ~xc~ed iD 
feeling some uneasiness, at the eclipsQag brigbGless. wit» 
wh~h Mr. Henry had ~h~d like a. comet, to the he. 
of affairs in V~a.. It d~m~ however, JjlO UJl£ODJr 
mon ~ure of charity, tp belieYe that. what WQ iwr 
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puted to en", at the time, proceeded, 80 far as Mr. Pen
dleton was concerned, from a single eye to the public 
good, and a sincere belief on his part, (an opinion in 
which he was by no means singular,) that Mr. Henry's 
inexperience in military affairs, made it unsafe to com
mit to his management the infancy of our war. The 
people required to be animated by suceess in the on
set; and it was therefore very natural in the commit
tee of safety, on whom the responsibility for the ma
nagement of the war devolved, to select for the first 
enterprises, the most experienced commander. Mr. 
Pendleton was too virtuous a man, and too faithful a 
patriot, to have yielded consciously to any other motive 
of action than the public good. His country has fixed 
its seal UpOB his exalted character, and the writer of 
these sketc:hes is much more disposed to brighten than 
to eft'aee the impression. 

The motives of Mr. HemYs resignation of his com
mission, which have been stated, are very easily and 
clearly deducible from the papers of the day, and were 
expressly avowed by him to his confidential friend and 
brother-in-Jaw, col. Meredith.,. To other frieDds how
ever, he stated that he wu the more reconciled to the 
necessity which had compelled him to resign, becaJlSe he 
believed that he could perhaps, serve the came of his 
eoutry, more efledually in the public councils thaD in 
the field.t 

• These are colonel Meredith's wOftk:-.. P. II. ia a cauummication tb 

c:olcmel JI. stated his motives for resigning hia commission as colcmeL He 
conceived himself neglected by younger oflicel'll having been put above him. 
and prefenoed to him; particulalfy in the afFair of the Great Bridge. where he 
__ ed to Iuwe commanded; but colonel Weodford JeCeived ~appoint
IPcnt. He dislltecl his being kept in and ~t Williamsburg. and not ap
pointed to lOme important post or expedition. He was thus induced to 
tAink he was neglected by thGee who hid the power oF appointment. He 
tberefOJe reaigned." 

t Judge Tyler. and captain Georre Dabney. 

\ 
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Immediately upon his resignation, he was elected a 
delegate to the convention for the county of Hanover. 
'fhe session of that body, which was now coming on, 
was pregnant with importance. Dunmore had abdi
cated the chair of government, and the royal authority 
in the colony was seen and felt no longer, but in acts 
of hostility. The king had declared, from his throne, 
that the colonists must be reduced by force, to submit 
to the British claim of taxation; and the colonists, on 
their part, had vowed that they never would submit to 
this prostration of their rights; but on the contrary, that 
they would hand down to their children, the birth-right 
of liberty which they had enjoyed, or perish in the 
attempt On this quarrel, anns had been taken up on 
both sides, and the appeal had been made to the God of 
battles. Qhe war had assumed a regular and settled 
fonn; blood had been profusely shed in various 
parts of the con~d reconciliation had become 
hopeless.,-J 

The people being thus abandoned by their king, put 
out of his protection, declared in a state of open rebel-

. lion, and treated as enemies, the social compact which 
had united the monarch with his subjects, was at an 
end; the colonial constitution, which could be set and 
kept in motion only by the presence and agency of the 
king or his representative, was of course dissolved; and 
all the rights and powers of government, reverted of 
necessity, to their source, the people. These causes 
produced the convention. It was the organ by which 
the people chose to exercise the fundamental rights 
thus thrown back upon them, by the dissolution of the 
regal government It was the substitute for the whole 
government which had been withdrawn, legislativ~ 
executive, and judiciaJY. It represented the whole 
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political power of the.people; and had been expressly 
elected to take can of the republic. The means of ac
complishing this object, were left to themselves, without 
limitation or restriction on the part. of the people. 
Hitherto, while any hope of a restoration of the original 
government on just terms, could be entertained, the 
convention had been satisfied. with temporary expedi
ents; the first convention however, had exercised the 
power of the people in their highest capacity, byadopt
ing a species of constitution and organizing a govern
ment under it; thus they erected an executive, under 
the name of a committee of safety, which the people 
recognised as 1I0wing directly from themselves. Before 
the meeting of the convention of 1776 however, it was 
seen and well understood on every hand, that the con
test could not be maintained by the people, without the 
aid of regular government; and that the political malady 
of which they complained, could be extirpated. in no 
other way than by applying the knife to the root. The 
newspapers of the· preceding year, contain frequent 
suggestions of this kind; the impression had now be
come universal; and the papers present specimens of 
explicit instructions from the people to their delegates 
to this effect.'" Thus instructed in the sentiments of 

• The following are the instructions from the free-holders of James city 
to their delegates :-

.. To Robert C. Nicholas and WUliam Norvell, esquires. 

" Gentlemen, 
.. In vain do we congratulate ourselves on the imp~ncy of the minister 

to divide us. if our union amounts to nothing more than an union in one com. 
mon lethargy. War hath been brought into our houses, heightened by 
terrors and cruelties which the justest cause wants even palJiatives for; but 
faint advances toWlll"lls peace, insidiously urged, have caught the ear of the 
credulous. and groundless hopes of accommodation deluded the timid, so 
that the free military system remains untouched in most essential points .• \8 if 
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their constituents, and representing the people in their 
highest sovereign capacity, the convention met on the 
6th of May, 1776, in the old capitol in the city of Wil
liamsburg. Mr. Pendleton having been elected presi
dent, after having thanked the house for the honour 
done him, addressed them with great solemnity, in tile 
following terms:-" We are now met in general conl'eD
tion, according to the ordinance for our election, at I 

time truly critical, when subjects of the most im
portant and interesting nature.require our serious atteJJ. 
tion. 

" The administration of justice, and almost all tile 
powers of government, have now been suspended for 
near two yean. It will become 118 to rellect whether 

our inexperience, poverty in WlI1'li1te stores, and tile infancy or our nary, were 
of'tl'iAing mament, we ba.ve ventured. to nepet 1'e8CHI1't:eB in IUda ~ 
ties, which Heaven hath pbced within our attainment. 

" Alliances nay be formed at an easy price, capable of supplying these 
d"-tvantages, but an independent atate disdai1lll to humble herself to III 
ecpaaIity in treaty with IUIOther, who canJlot can laer polities her 0W1I; 

or, to be explicit, she cannot enter into a negotiation with those who 
denominate themselves rebels, by resistance, and confession of a depeD
doey. 

" Beaaeu drawn fl'QJll jatice, policy and uc,,,itg; are evuy wheft at 
hand for a ,.adical .ejHD'ation,lrom ~at Britain. From jumce; f",. the IJW 
of ,,- vAo ~ fallen in _ ca_ erie. tIIoud, • It is time to plll't.. Front 
ntct.my; because she hath, of herself. repudiated us, by a rapid succesaioa 
of insult, injury, robbery, f1fIJNkr, and afarflUll dtclaration of WGr. These are but 
few, and some of the weakest arguments, wIlich the great volume of our 
oppression opens to every spirited American . 

.. It cannot be a violation of OlD" faith, now to reject the tenDs of 1163-
They are a. qualified slavery at best, and were acceptable to us, not II 
the extent of our right, but the probable cause of peace; but since the 
day in which they were most humbly offered. as the end' of auimoIidao 
an in:terva1 hath puaed, marked with tyremy intolttrahl~. 

II We, theretbre, whose names are hereunto subacribed, do ftqueet aid 
iDatruct you, oar delegates (provided no just and honourable terms are oRer
ed by the king) to esert your utmost ability, in the next CODTeDtio-. 

tMrarlb di_lfJ"w the cormexi4m bttrHen ./lmnic4 and Grem B,itQm. TO'l'ut;Y. 

nlI.&LI.T, .... l'I1l DlUVGeA:BLT." 
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we can longer sustain the great struggle we are mak
ing, in this situation." Having then directed their 
attention to certain specific subjects which required 
attention, he concluded his short, but impressive address, 
by exhorting the members to calmness, unanimity, and 
diligence. 

On the fifteenth of May, Mr. Cary reported from the 
committee of the whole house on the state of the co
lony, the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted: 

" Forasmuch as all the endeavours of the United Colo
Ilies, by the most decent representations and petitions to 
the king and parliament of Great Britain, to restore 
peace and security to America under the British govern
ment, and a re-union with that people upon just and 
liberal terms, instead of a redress of grievances, have 
produced, from an imperious and vindictive administra-

, tion, increased insult, oppression, and a vigorous attempt 
to effect our total destruction. By a late act, all these 
eolonies are declared to be in rebellion, and out of the 
protection of the British crown; our properties sub
jected to confiscation; our people, when captivated, 
compelled to join in the murder and plunder of their 
relati,ons and countrymen; and all former rapine and 
&ppression of Americans declared legal and just. 
Fleets and armies are raised, and the aid of foreign 
troops engaged to assist these destructive purposes. 
The king's representative in this colony hath not only 
withheld all the' powers of government, from operating 
for our safety, but, having retired on board an armed 
ship, is carrying on a piratical and savage war against 
us, tempting our slaves, by every artifice, to resort to 
him, and training and employing them against their 

Bb 
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masters. In this state of extreme danger, we have no 
alternative left, but an abject submission to the win of 
those overbearing tyrants, or a total separation from the 
crown and government of Great Britain: \lDiting and 
exerting the strength of all America for defence, and 
forming alliances with foreign powers for commerce and 
aid in war. Wherefore, appealing to the Searcher of 
hearts for the sincerity of former declarations, express
ing our desire to preserve the connexion with that 
nation, and that we are driven from that inclination by 
their wicked councils, and the eternal laws of self
preservation, 

" Resolved, unaniroously, That the delegates ap
pointed to represent this colony in general congress, be 
instructed to propose to that respectable body, '10 

DECLARE THE UNITED COLONIES PREE AND INDEPENDENT 

STATES, absolved from all allegiance to, or dependence 
upon, the crown or parliament of Great Britain; and 

. that they give the assent of this colony to such declara
tion, and to whatever measures may be thought proper 
and necessary by the congress for forming foreign alli
ances, and A CONFEDERATION OF THE COLONIES, at 
such time, and in the manner, as to them shall seem 
best. Provided, that the power of forming government 
for, and the regulations of, the internal concerns of 
each colony, be left to the respective coloniallegisla
tures. 

" Resolved, uooniroously, That a committee be ap
pointed to prepare A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, and 
such a plan of government as will be most likely to 
maintain peace and order in this colony, and secure 
substantial and equal liberty to the people." 

This measure was followed by the most lively demon
strations of joy. The spirit of the times is interestingly 
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manifested by the following paragraph from Purdie's 
paper of the 17th of May, which immediately succeeds 
the annunciation of the resolntions. 
. "In consequence of the above resolutions, univer· 
sally regarded as the only door which will lead to safety 
and prosperity, some gentlemen made a handsome col
lection for the purpose of treating the 'soldiery, who 
next day were paraded in Waller's grove, before briga
dier-general Lewis, attended by the gentlemen of the 
committee of safety, the members of the general con
vention, the inhabitants of this city, &C. &C. The 
resolutions being read aloud to the army, the following 
toasts were given, each· of them accompanied by a dis
charge of the artillery and small arms, and the acclama
tions of all present:-

" l. The American Independent States. 
"fe. The grand Congress of the United States, and 

their respective legislatures. 
"S. General Washington, and victory to the Ameri· 

can arms. 
" The Union Flag of the American states waved upon 

the capitol during the whole of this ceremony; which 
being ended, the soldiers partook of the refreshments 
prepared for them by the affection of their countrymen, 
and the evening concluded with illuminations, and other 
demonstrations of joy; every one seeming pleased that 
the domination of Great Britain was now at an end, so 
wickedly and tyrannically exercised for these twelve or 
thirteen years past, notwithstanding our repeated 
prayers and remonstrances for redress." 

The committee appointed to prepare the declaration 
and plan of government, called for by tlle last resolution, 
were the following: Mr. Archibald Cary, Mr. Meriwc-
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ther Smith, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Trea
surer, Mr. Henry, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Gilmer, Mr. 
Bland, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Thomas Lud
well Lee, Mr. Cabell, Mr. Jones, Mr. Blair; Mr. Flem
ing, Mr. Tazewell, Mr. Richard Cary, Mr. Bullitt, Mr. 
Watts, Mr. Banister, Mr. Page, Mr. Starke, Mr. David 
Mason, Mr. Adams, Mr. Read, and Mr. Thomas Lewis; 
to whom were afterwards successively added, Mr. Madi
son, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Watkins, Mr. George Mason, 
Mr. Harvie, Mr. Curle, and Mr. Holt 

On Wednesday, the 12th of June following, that 
declaration of rights which stands prefixed to our 
statutes, was reported and adopted without a dissenting 
voice; as was also, on Saturday the 29th of the same 
month, the present plan of our government· 

The salary of the governor to be appointed under the 
new constitution, was immediately fixed by a resolution 
of the house at, one thousand pounds per annum; and 

• The striking similitude between the recital of wrongs prefixed to the 
constitution of VIrginia, and that whicb was afterwards prefixed to the de· 
e1aration of independence of the United States, i. of itself sufticient to eats- , 
blish the fact that they are from the aame pen. But the coDBtitntion of Vir· 
ginia preceded the declaration of independence, by nearly a month; aucI 
was wbolly composed and adopted while Mr. Jefferson is known to bave 
been out of the state>, attending the seBBion of congreu at Philadelphia. 
From these facts alone, a doubt might naturally arise wbether he ~ .. 
he bas always been reputed, the author of that celebrated instrument, 
the declaration of American independence, or at least a recital of grieVUlCeS 
whicb usbers it in; or wbether this part of it at least, bad not been bomnr· 
ed from the preamble to the constitution of VlJ'giniL To remove this doubt, 
it i. proper to state, that there now exists among the archives of this state, 

an original rough draught of a COIIItitution for Virginia, in the hand.1I'!'itiDr 
of Mr. Jefferson, containing this identical preambl~ and which W8S tbr
warded by him from Philadelphia, to his friend Mr. Wythe, to be submitted 
to the committee of the bouse of delegate.. The body of the COnstitutiOll is 
taken principally &om a plan proposed by Mr. George Mason; and bad been 
adopted by the committee before the arrival of Mr. JeffersoR's plan: his 
preamble however, was prefixed to the instrument; and some of the modi'· 
ficatioJII pIOposed by him, introduced into the body of it. 
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c;.e house proceeded to elect forthwith the first repub
lican governor for the commonwealth of Virgin~ This 
was the touchstone of public favour. The office was 
of the first importance; and the whole state was open 
to the choice of the hoose. The question was decided 
on the first ballot The votes stood thus: ,x." 

"1/ of' 

For Patrick Henry, jun. esq. . . 60 
Thomas Nelson, esq ..... 45 
John Page, esq. . . . . . ',' 1 

( ." ~ ,-
" f "",-. < 

, • L. .... ; 

y 1,: 

Whereupon it was "Resolved, that the said Patrick 
Henry, jun. esq. be governor of this commonwealth, to 
continue in that office until the end of the succeeding 
session of assembly after the last of March next; and 
that Mr. Mason, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Digges, Mr. 
Blair, and Mr. Dandridge, be a committee to wait upon 
him, and notify such appointment" 

On Monday, the lst of July, Mr. George Mason, of 
this committee, reported, that they had performed the 
duty assigned them, and that the governor had been 
pleased to return the following answer to the conven
tion: 

" To the honourable the president and house of con
vention. 

" Gentlemen, 
U The vote of this day, appointing me governor of 

the commonwealth, baa been notified to me in the most 
polite and obliging manner, by George Mason, Henry 
Lee, Dudley Digges, John Blair, and Bartholomew 
Dandridge, esquires. 
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" A sense of the high and unmerited hODOm eonfer
red upon me by the convention, fills my heart with 
gratitude, which I trust my whole life will manifest ~ 

take this earliest opportunity to express my thanks, 
which I wish to convey to you, gentlemen, in the 
strongest terms of acknowledgment 

" When I reftect that the tyranny of the British king 
and parliament hath kindled a formidable war, now 
raging throughout this wide extended continent, and in 
the operations of which, this commonwealth must bear 
so great a part; and that, from the events· of this war, 
the lasting happiness or misery of a great proportion of 
the human species will finally result; that, in order to 
preserve this commonwealth from anarchy, and its 
attendant ruin, and to give vigour to our councils, and 
effect to all our measures, government hath been neces
sarily assumed, and new modelled; that it is exposed to 
numberless hazards, and perils, in its infantine state; 
that it can never attain to maturity, or ripen into firm
ness, unless it is guarded by an affectionate assiduity, 
and managed by great abilities; I lament my want of 
talents; I feel my mind filled with anxiety and uneasi
ness, to find myself 80 unequal to the duties of that im
portant station, to which I am called by the favour of 
my fellow-citizens, at this truly critical conjuncture. 
The errors of my conduct shall be atoned for, 80 far as 
I am able, by unwearied endeavours to secure the free
dom and happiness of our common country. . 

"I shall enter upon the duties of my office, when
ever you, gentlemen, shall be pleased to direct; relying 
upon the known wisdom and virtue of your honourable 
house to supply my defects, and to give permanency and 
success to that system of government which you have 

• 
I 
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formed, and which is so wisely calculated to secure 
equal liberty, and advance human happiness. I have 
the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 

" P. HENRY, jun." 

Mr. Henry was also immediately greeted with the 
following affectionate address, from the two regiments 
which he had recently commanded: 

"To his' excellency Patrick Henry, jun. esq. governor 
of the commonwealth of Virginia:-The humble 
address of the first and second Virginia regiments: 

(, May it please your excellency, 

" Permit us, with the sincerest sentiments of respect 
and joy, to cOllooratulate your excellency upon your un,

solicited promotion to the highest honours a grateful 
people can bestow. 

"Uninfluenced by private ambition, regardless of 
sordid interest, you have uniformly pursued the general 
good of your countIy; and have taught the world, that 
an ingenuowtlove of the rights of mankind, an inflexible 
resolution, and a steady perseverance in the practice 
of every private and public virtue, lead directly to pre
ferment, and give the best title to the honours of our 
uncorrupted and vigorous' state. 

"Once happy under your military command, we 
hope for more extensive blessings from your civil admi
nistration. 

"Intrusted as your excellency is, in some measure, 
with the support of a young empire, our hearts are 
Willing, and arms ready, to maintain your authority as 
chief magistrate; happy that we haye lived to see the 
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day, when freedom and equal rights, established by the 
voice of the people, shall prevail through the land. We 
are, may it please your excellency, your excellency's 
most devoted and most obedient servants." 

\To which he returned the following exquisite an
swer:-

. 
"Gentlemen of the first and second Virginia regi

ments, 

" Your address does me the highest honour. Be 
pleased to accept my most cordial thanks for your 
favourable and kind sentiments of my principles and 
conduct. 

" The high appointment to which my fellow-citizens 
have called me, was indeed, unsolicited, unmerited. 
I am therefore, under increased obligations to promote 
the safety, dignity, and happiness of the common
wealth. 

"While the civil powers are employed in establish
ing a system of government, liberal, equitable, in every 
part of which the genius of equal liberty breathes her 
blessed in1luence, to you is assigned the glorious task 
of saving, by your valour, all that is dear to mankind. 
Go on, gentlemen, to finish the great work you have so 
nobly and' successfully begun. Convince the tyrants 
again, that they shall bleed, that America will bleed 
to her last drop, ere their wicked schemes find suc
cess. 

" The remembrance of my former connexion with 
you, shall be ever dear to me. I honour your profes
sion. I revere that patriot virtue which, in your COD

duct, hath produced cheerful obedience, ' exemplary 
eourage, and contempt of hardship and danger. Be 
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assured geDtlemen, I shall feel the higbest pleasure, 
in embracing every opportunity to contribute to your 
happiness and welfare; and I trust the day will come, 
when I shall make one . of those that will hail you 
among the triumphant deliverers of America. I have the 
honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, 

" P. HENRY, jun,''' 

The first council appointed under the COD8titution 
were, John Page, Dudley Digges, John Tayloe, John 
Blair, Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, Bartholomew 
Dandridge, Thomas Nelson, and Charles Carter of 
Shirley, esquires. Mr. Nelson (the same gentleman 
who "had received 80 honourable a vote 88 governor) 
declined the acceptance of the office, on account of 
his age and infirmities; and his place was supplied by 
Mr. Benjamin Harrison of Brandon. 

The governor's palace, together with the out-build
ings beloDging to it in Williamsburg, having, by a 
previous resolution, been appropriated as a public hos
pital, was, by a resolution of the first of July, restored 
to its original destination; and the committee who had 
been appointed to notify the governor of his election, 
were now directed to inform him of the desire of the 
convention, that he would make the palace his place of 
residence. On the fifth of July, the sum of one 
thousand pounds was directed, by the house, to be laid 

• When it is uid that Mr. Henry .... not IUccel8ful as a writer, the reDlll"k 
must be understood as applicable only to those extended compositions, in 
which it .... nece.ary to digest and arrange a JDa/l8 of arguments with .kill 
and effect, and to give them beauty, as well as order. In his .bort efFUIioIll, 
when excited by ItJong feelings, he was 80metimes very happy; of whick 
tile above aJIIIwer is a very pleuingapecimen. 

CC 
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out in furniture for the palace, including the furniture 
already there belonging to the country; and, on the 
same/day, the governor and members of the privy 
council took their respective oaths of office, and enter
ed at once, upon the discharge of their constitutional 
duties. . 
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SECTION VII. 

SHORTLY after Mr. Henry's election as governor, lord 
Dunmore was driven from Gwinn's island and from the 
state, to return to it no more; and Vir.ginia was left in 
repose from every external enemy.. No opportunity, 
therefore, was a1I'orded to the governor to distinguish 
himself in the exercise of that important constitutional 
power, which created him the commander in chief of 
the forces of the state:: Duties however, of more 
importance than lustre, iemained for the executive of 
the state-in keeping. up the ardour of the common
wealth in the public cause-in furnishing and forward
ing their quota of military supplies to the grand conti
nental army-in awakening the spirit of the state to the 
importance of discipline, and preparing the militia for the 
effectual discharge of their routine of duty-in watching 
and crushing the in1rigues of the tories who still infested 
the state, and went about clandestinely, preaching disaf
fection to the patriot cause, and submission to Great 
Britain-in counteracting the schemes of speculating 
monopolists and extortioners, who sought to avail them
selves of the necessities of the times, and to grow rich 
by preying on the misfortunes of the people-in short, 
in eradicating and removing those numerous moral 
diseases, which spring up with so much fecundity, and' 
flourish so luxuriantly, amid the calamities of a revolu
tion-and in keeping the body politic pure and healthy 
in all its parts. The numerous and well directed pro
clamations with which the papers of the day abound, 
attest the vigilance and energy with which these duties 
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were performed. To enter upon a detail of them, 
would be to write the history of Virginia during this 
period, instead of the life of Mr Henry; a work whoDy 
unnecessary, since it has been already executed with 
minuteness and fidelity by an elegant writer: whose 
work will probably see the light before these sketches. 
I shall confine myself to a few prominent incidents of 
Mr. Henry's administration, on account of BOme of 
which, a degree of censure has been unjustly I think. 
a bed to his cbaracter.:._~ 

The fall of the year 1 J.J.2Jwas one of the darkest and 
most dispiriting perlO 0 the revolution. The disas
ter at Long Island had occurred, by which a consi
derable portion of the American army had been cut off 
-a garrison of between three and four thousand men 
had been taken at fort Washington-and the American 
general, with the small remainder, disheartened and ill 
want of every kind of comfort, was retreating through 
the Jersies before an overwhelming power, which 
spread terror, desolation, and death, on every hand. 
This was the period of which Payne in his crisis used 
that memorable expression-" these are the times which 
try the souls of men!" For a short time the courageof 
the country fell. Wasbington alone remained erect, 
and surveyed with ~like composure the stonn that 
raged around him. Even the heroism of the Virginia 
legislature gave way; and, in a season of despair, the 
mad project of a dictator was seriously meditated. That 
Mr. Heni'y was thought of for this office, has been 
alleged, and is highly probable; but that the project 
was suggested by him, or even received his countenan~ 
I have met with no one who will venture to affirm.-1 

• Mr. L.IL Girardin, the continuator of Burk'slliat.orr or VnogiDia. 
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There is a tradition that col. Archibald Cary the 
speaker of the senate, was principally instrumental in 
crushing this project; that meeting col. Syme, the step
brother of col. Henry, in the lobby of the house, he 
accosted him very fiercely in terms like these:-" I am 
told that your brother wishes to be dictator: tell him, 
from me, that the day of his appointment shall be the 
day of his death-for he shall feel my dagger in his 
heart before the sunset of that day:" and the tradition 
adds, that col. Syme in great agitation, declared, "that 
if such a project existed, his brother had no hand in it, 
for that nothing could be more foreign to him, than to 
countenance any office which could endanger, in the 
most distant manner, the liberties of his country." The 
intrepidity and violence of col. Cary's character renders 
the tradition probable; but it furnishes no proof of Mr. 
Henry's implication in the scheme. It is most certain, 
that both himself and his friends have firmly and uni
formly persisted in asserting his innocence; and there 
seems to be neither candour nor justice in imputing to 
him without evidence, a scheme which might just as 
well have originated in the assembly itself. It was not 
more than a month afterwards, that congress actually 
did, with relation to general Washington, very nearly 
what the Virginia legislature are said to have contem
plated in regard to Mr. Henry: they invested him with 
powers very little short of dictatorial: yet no one ever 
suspected general Washington of having prompted the 
measure. Wby then shall Mr. Henry be suspected? 
Neither general Washington himself; nor any other 
patriot, had maintained the principles of the revolution 
with more consistency and uniformity than Patrick 
Henry: and it will certainly never satisfy a fair enquirer, 
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to attempt to balance a suspicion, without the shadow 
of proof, against the whole course of a long and pa
triotic life. The charge, moreover, seems prepos
terous. What advantage could a rational man promise 
himself from the dictatorship of a single state, embarked 
with twelve other sovereign and independent states, in 
one common cause; a cause too, now so well under
stood by the whole body of the American people, and 
in which all their souls were so intensely engaged? 
The man who was at the head of the armies of the 
unnm, might have played the part of Cresar or Crom
well, had he possessed their wicked spirit; but what 
could the dictator of a singh: state do, anti that too, a 
state of firm and enlightened patriots? 
. It is impossible to believe that the legislature them

selves could have entertained a doubt of Mr. Henry's 
innocence; since at the next annual election for gover
nor, which took place on the 80th of May 1777, he 
was re-elected unanimously; the house being composed 
of nearly the same members, and the same colonel 
Cary being speaker of the senate. This honourable 
proof of confidence, by those who best knew the whole 
case--who watched with a scrutiny so severely jealous, 
the conduct of our prominent men-and among whom, 
were some who derived no· pleasure from the public 
honours of Mr. Henry-will be decisive of this ques
tion, with every man who is dispassionately searching 
for the truth, and is willing to find it. 

This very honourable mark of the confidence of the 
legislature, in re-electing him unanimously to the office 
of governor, affected Mr. Henry most sensibly; and to 
the committee who announced it to him, he gave the 
following answer: 
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" Gentlemen, 
. "The signal honour conferred on me by the 

general assembly in their choice of me to be the gover
nor of this commonwealth, demands my best acknow
ledgments, which I beg the favour of you to convey to 
them in the most acceptable manner. 

"I shall execute the duties of that high station, to 
which I am again called by the favour of my fenow
citizens, according to the best of my abilities, and I 
shan rely upon the candour and wisdom of the as
sembly, to excuse and supply my defects. The good 
of the commonwealth shall be the only object of my 
pUl'8uit, and I shall measure my happiness according 
to the success which shall attend my endeavoUl'8 to 
establish the public liberty. I beg to be presented to 
the' assembly; and that they and you win be assured, that 
I am, with every sentiment of the highest regard, their 
and your most obedient and very humble servant, 

" P. HENRY." 

It was in the course of this year's administration of 
the government by Mr. Henry, that that memorable 
plot -which disgraces our history, was formed to sup
plant general Washington. This is said to have pro
ceeded from the glory which general Gates had gained 
by the capture of Burgoyne and his army at Saratoga, 
and was believed to have been suggested by general 
Gates himself. The plot is said to have been an ex
tensive one, and to have embraced some of the mem
bers of congress, and many officers of the army. 't!he 
high estimate which Mr. Henry had formed of the 
abilities of general Washington, while that illustrious 
man was comparatively unknown to his countryme~ 
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bas been already stated. This estimate, instead of hay
ing been lowered, had been confinned and raised by 
subsequent events. Mr. Henry was too cool and judi
cious an observer of events, to have imputed to the 
commander in chief, the disasters of the autumn of 
1776. His masterly retreat through the Jersie&, the 
brilliant strokes of generalship exhibited at TrentoD 
and Princeton, and above all, that singular constancy 
of soul with which he braved adversity, had excited his 
grateful admiration, and established Washington in hit 
heart as one of the first of human beings. He not only 
admired him as a general, but revered him as a patriot, 
and loved him as ~ friend. Feeling for general Wash
ington sentiments like these, the reader may judge of 
the indignation and horror with which he read the fol
lowing anonymous letter, addressed to him by one of 
the conspirators against that father of his country. 

Yorktown, January 12th, 1778. 

" Dearsir, 
" The common danger of our country first brought 

you and me together. I reconect with pleasure the 
in1luence of your conversation and eloquence upon the 
opinions of this country, in the beginning of the present 
controversy. You first taught us to shake 011' our 
idolatrous attachment to royalty, and to oppose its en
croachments upon our liberties, with our very lives. 
By these means you saved us from ruin. The inde
pendence of America is the offspring of that liberal 
spirit of thinking and acting, which fonowed the de
struction of the spectres of kings, and the mighty power 
of Great Britain. 

"But, sir, we have only passed the Red Sea. A 
dreary wilderness is still before us, and unless a Moses 
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or a Joshua are raised up in om behalf, we must perish. 
before we reach the promised land. We have nothing 
to fear &om our enemies on the way. General Howe, 
it is true, has taken Philadelphia; but he has only 
changed his prison. His dominions are bounded OIl 

all sides, by his out-sentries. America can. only be 
andone by herself. . She looks up to .her councils and 
arms for protection; but alas! what are they? Her 
representation ia congress dwindled to only twenty-one 
BleJIlbers--b'er Adams-her Wilson-her Henry, are 
no more among them. Her councils weak-and par
tial remedie$. applied constantly, for universal diseases. 
Her army-what is it? a major-general belonging to it, 
called it a few days ago, in my hearing, a fIWb. Dis
cipline unknown or tDlwlly neglected. The quarter
master and' oommissary's departments, filled with idl., 
ness, ignorance, and peculation-our hospitals crowded 
with six thousand sick, but half provided with necessa
ries or accommodations, and more dying in them in one 
month, than perished in the field during the whole of 
the last campaign. The money depreciating, without 
any effectual measures being taken to raise it-the 
country distracted with the Don (bIixote attempfB to 
regulate the price of provisions-an artificial famine 
created by it, and a real one dreaded from it-the 
spirit of the people failing through a more intimate 
acquaintance with the causes of our misfortunes-many 
submitting daily to general How~d more ~ing to 
do it, only to avoid the calamities which threaten onr 
country. But is our case desperate? by no means. We 
have wisdom, virtue, and strengtl! eno' to save us, if 
they could be called into action. Crhe fIOf'th£m a:rmy 
has shown us what Americans are capable of doing, 
with a geneml at tbeir headJ The spirit of the southern 

AId . 
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army is no way inferior to the spirit of the northern. A 
Gates, a Lee, or a Conway, would in a few weeks, 
render them an irresistible body of men. The Iast of 
the above officen, has accepted of the new office of 
inspector general of our army, in order to reform 
abuses; but the remedy is only a palliative one. In OM 

of his letten to a friend be says, , a great and good 
God hath decreed America to be free--or the 
........... and weak counsellon, would have ruined 
her long ago.' You may rest a.uured. of ttJda of the 
facts related in this letter. The author of it is one of 
your Philadelphia friends. A hint ofbis name, ifround 
out by the band-writing, must not be mentioned to your 
most intimate friend. Even the letter f1MIIJl be thrown 
in the fire. But some of its contents ought to be made 
public, in order to awaken, enlighten, anel alarm our 
country. I rely upon yourprodenee, and am, dear sir, 
with my usual attachment to ytm, and to our beloWd 
independence, youn sincerely." 

" His excellency P. Hemy." 

Mr. Hemy did not besimte a moment as to the COUl'llt 

which it was proper for him to take with this perfidious 
letter: be enclosed it forthwith, to general Wasbington, 
in the following frank and high minded commUJlica.. 
tion: 

.. Williamsburg, February 20, 1718. 

"Dear sir, 

" You will, no doubt, be surprised at eeeing the 
enclosed letter, in which the encomiums bestowed 08 

me are as undeserved, as ~e censures aimed at you 
are unjust I am sorry there should be one man who 
counts himself my friend, who is not yours. 
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" Perhaps I give you needless trouble in handing you 
this paper. The writer of it may be too insignificant 
to deserve any notice. If I knew this to be the case, I 
should not have intruded on your time, which is 80 

precious. But there may possibly, be some scheme or 
party forming to your prejudice. The enclosed leads 
to . such a suspicion. Believe me, sir, I have too high 
a sense of the oblige.tions America has to you, to abet 
or countenance 80 unworthy a proceeding. The DlOIJt 
exalted merit hath ever been found to attract envy. 
Bui I please myself with the hope, that the same for
titude and greatness of mind, which have hitherto braved 
all the difficulties and dangers inseparable frolJl .your 
station, will rise superior to evelY attempt of the envious 
partizan. 

" I really cannot tell who is the Writer of this lette~, 
which not a little perplexes me. The hand-writing is 
altogether strange to me. 

" To give you the trouble of this, gives me pain. It 
would suit my inclination better, to give you some 
assistance in the great business of the war. But I will 
not conceal any thing from you, by which you may be 
aft"ected; for I really think, your personal welfare and 
the happiness of America, are intimately connected. I 
beg you will be aasured of that high regard and esteem, 
with which I ever am, dear sir, your affectionate friend 
and very humble servant, 

" P. HENay." 

" His excellency general Washington." 

Not having received any aDlWer to this letter, and 
being Med with solicitude by the wicked conspiracy, he 
again wrote to general Washington, as follows: 
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.. Wil1iamlburg. JIan:h ,Sth. 1771. 

"Dear sir, 
" By an express which colonel Finnie sent to camp, 

I enclosed you an anonymous letter, which I hope got 
safe to hand. I am anxious to hear something that 
will serve to explain the strange affair, which I am now 
infonned is taken up respecting you. Mr. Custis has 
just paid us a visit, and by him I learn sundry particu
lars concerning general MifBin, that much surprised 
me. It is very hard to trace the schemes and wind
ings of the enemies to America. I really thought that 
man its friend: however, I am too far from him to judge 
of his present temper. 

" While you face the armed enemies of our liberty in 
the field, and by the favour of God, have been kept lID

hurt, I trust your country will never harbour in her 
bosom, the miscreant who would ruin her best ~ 
porter. I wish not to flatter; but when arts unworthy 
honest men are used to defame and traduce you, I 
think it not amiss, but a duty, to assure you of that esti
mation in which the public hold you. Not that I think 
'any testimony I can bear, is necessary for your support, 
or private satisfaction; for a bare recoDection of what is 
past, must give you sufficient pleasure in every circum
stance of life. But I cannot help assuring you on this 
occasion, of the high sense of gratitude which all ranks 
of men, in this your native country bear to you. It wiD 
give me sincere pleasure to manifest my regards, and 
render my best services to you or yours. I do not like 
to make a parade of these things, and I know you are 
not fond of it: however, I hope the occasion will plead 
my excuse. 

" The assembly have at length, empowered the exe-
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cutive here, to provide the Virginia troops sening with 
you, with clothes, &c. I am making provision accord
ingly, and hope to do something towards it Every 
possible assistance from government is a1I'orded the 
commissary of provisions, whose department has not 
been attended to. It was taken up by me too late to do 
much. Indeed the load of business devolved on me, is 
too great to be managed well. A French ship mount
ing thirty guns, that has been long chased by the 
English cruisers, has got into Carolina, as I hear last 
night 

"Wishing you all possible felicity, I am, my dear 
sir, your ever a1I'ectionate friend, and very humble 
servant, 

" P. HeNBY." 

" His excellency general Washington." 

In reply, Mr. Henry received shortly afterwards, the 
two following very cordial letters from the general: . 

• Vllley Forge. March 21th, 1778. 

" Dear sir, 
" About eight days past, I was honoured with your 

favour of the 20th ultimo. Your friendship, sir, in 
transmitting me the anonymous letter you had receiv
ed, lays me under the most grateful obligations; and, if 
any thing could give a still further claim to my acknow
ledgments, it is the very polite and delicate terms in 
which you have been pleased to make the communica
tion. 

" I have ever been happy in supposing that I held a 
place in your esteem, and the proof of it you have af-
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forded On this occasion, makes me peculiarly so. The 
filvourable light in which you hold me is truly ftatter
ing; but I should feel much regret, if I thought the 
happiness of America 80 intimately connected with my 
penooaI welfare, as you 80 obligingly seem to coDSicIer 
it. .All I can say is, that she bas ever had, and I trust, 
she ever will have my honest exertions to promote 
her interest. I cannot hope that my services have been 
the best, but my heart teIla me they have been the best 
that I could render. 

" That I may have erred in using the means in my 
power for accomplishing the objects of the arduous, ex
alted station with which I am honoured, I cannot doubt: 
nor do I wish my conduct to be exempted from the ~ 
prehension it may deserve. Error is the portion of hu
manity, and to censure it, whether committed by this 
or that public character, is the prerogative of freemen . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• * •••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..............•........... ~ 

" This is not the only secret, insidious attempt, that 
bas been made to wound my reputation. There have 
been others equally base, crue~ and ungenerous; be
cause conducted with as little frankness, and proceeding 
from views, perhaps, as personally interested. 

"I am, dear sir, &.c. 
"Gso. WASHINGTON." 

" To his excellency Patrick Remy, esq. 
governor of Virginia." 
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" Cunp,lIarch 28th, 1778. 

"Dear sir, 
"Just as I was about to close my letter of yesterday, 

your favour of the fif1h instant came to hand. I can only 
thank you, again in the language of the most undissem
bled gratitude, for your friendship, and assure you, the 
indulgent disposition, which Virginia in particular, and 
the states in general, entertain towards me, gives me the 
most sensible pleasure. The approbation of my conn
tly is what I wish; and as far as my abilities and op
portunity will permit, I hope I sbaIl endeavour to de
serve it. It is the highest reward to a feeling mind; 
and happy are they who 80 conduct themselves as to 
merit it. . 

" The anonymous letter with which you were pleased 
to favour me, was written by ************, so far 
as I can judge from the similitude ef hands. ******* 
****************************. 
. "My caution to avoid every thing that could injure 

the service, prevented me from communicating, except 
to a very few of my friends, the intrigues of a faction 
which I knew was formed against me, since it might 
serve to publish our intemal dissensions; but their own 
~tleas zeal to advance their views, has too cleltrly 
betrayed them, and made concealment on my part 
fruitle&8. I cannot precisely mark the ext~nt of their 
views; but it appeared in general, that general Gates 
was to be exalted on the ruin of my reputation and 
influence. This I am authorized to say from unde-, 
niable facts in my own possession-from publications, 
the evident scope of which could not be mistaken
aud from private detractions industriously circulated. 
*************, it ·is commonly supposed, bore the 
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second part in the cabal; and general Conway, I 
know, was a very active and malignant partisan; but I 
have good reason to believe, that their machinations 
have recoiled most sensibly upon themselves. I am, 
dear sir, &C. 

" Geo. W ASBINGTON.'> 

" His excellency Patrick Henry, esq. 
governor of Virginia." 

The plot did recoil on its contrivers, and left general 
W asbington more firmly established than ever in the 
confidence of his countrymen. 

At the spring session of 1778, Mr. Henry was again 
unanimously re-elected to the office of governor. Mr. 
Jefferson, Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. Page, the committee 
appointed to announce to him that event, received and 
reported the following answer: 

~, Gentlemen, 
" The general assembly, in again electing me 

governor of this commonwealth, have done me very sig
nal honour. I trust that their confidence thus continued 
in me, will not be misplaced. 

" I beg you will be pleased gentlemen, to present 
me to the general assembly, in terms of grateful ac
knowledgment for this fresh instance of their favour 
towards me; and to assure them, that my best endea
vours shall be used to promote the public good, in that 
station to which they have once more-been pleased to 
call me." 

At this same session, an act was passed, on account 
of which both Mr. Henry and the legislature, have been 
it is thought, improperly censured. I mean the act to 
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attaint Josiah Philips. This man, in the summer of 
1777, at the head of a banditti, commenced a course of 
crimes, in the counties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, 
which spread terror and consternation on every hand. 
Availing himself of the disaffection which prevailed in 
that quarter, and taking refuge from occasional pur
suit in the fastnesses of the Dismal Swamp, he had 
carned on a species of war against the innocent and 
defenceless, at the bare mention of which humanity 
shudders. Scarcely a night passed, without witnessing 
the shrieks of women and children, fiying by the light 
of their own burning houses, from the assaults of these 
merciless wretches; and every day was marked by the 
desolation of some farm, by robberies on the highway, 
or the assassination of some individual, whose patriot
ism had inCUITed the displeasure of this fierce and 
bloody leader of banditti. Every attempt to take them 
had, hitherto proved abortive; when, in May, 1778, the 
governor received the following letter from col John 
Wilson: 

" Norfolk County,1I&y 20th, 1778. 

" Honourable sir, 
" I received your letter the 14th inst. of the 12th 

April, respecting the holding the militia in readiness, 
and my attention to the arms and accoutrements, which 
I shall endeavour to comply with as far as in my power: 
that much however, may not be expected from this 
county, I beg to observe, that the militia, of late, fail 
much in appearing at musters, submitting to the triHing 
fine of five shillings, which they argue they can afford 
to pay, by earning more at home; but I have reason to 
fear, through disaffection. With such.a set of men, it 

Ee 
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is impossible to render any service to country or county. 
A few days since, hearing of the ravages committed by 
Philips and his notorious gang, I ordered fifty men to 
be raised out of four companies, consisting of upwards 
of two hundred: of those only ten appeared, and it 
being at a private muster, I compelled twenty others 
into duty, putting them under the command of capt. 
Josiah Wilson, who immediately marched after the 
insurgents; and that very night one fourth of his men 
deserted. Capt. Wilson still pursued, but to no pur
pose: 'they were either taken to their secret places in 
the swamp, or concealed by their friends, that no intel
ligence could be obtained. He then returned, his men 
declaring they could stay no longer, on account or 
their crops. I considered, therefore, that rather than 
that they should wholly desert, it might be better to dis
charge them, and wait the coming of the Nansemond 
militia, when I trusted something might be done: but of 
those men I can hear no tidings; and unless they or some 
other better men do come, it will be out of my power 
to effect any thing with the militia of this county; for 
such is their cowardly disposition, joined to their disaf
fection, that scarce a man without being forced, can 
be raised to go after the outlyers. We' have lost capt. 
Wilson, since his return: having some private business 
at a neighbour's within a mile of his own house, he 
was fired on by four men concealed in the house, and 
wounded in such a manner, that he died in a few hours; 
and this will surely be the fate of a few others, if their 
request of the removal of the relations and friends of 
those villains be not granted, which I am again pressed 
to s.olicit for, and in which case neither assistance, pay, 
or plunder, is expected; conceiving that to distress their 
supporters, is the only means by which we can root 
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those wretches from us, and thereby establish peace 
and security to ourselves and families. I am, with great 
respect, honourable sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, 

" JOHN WILSON." 

•• )fay 24-

" A company of about 00 men are now come from 
Nansemond; but I am informed by the captain, that 
they will not be kept above two days, five having de
serted already. 

"JNO. WILSON." 

The governor immediately enclosed this letter to 
the house of delegates, with the following communica
tion: 

" The honourable Benjamin Hanison, esq. speaker of 
the house of delegates . 

.. WilliamIburg.)fay 27,1778. 

" Sir, 
"I was always unwilling to trouble the general 

assembly with any thing that seemed of too little conse
quence for their deliberation. In that view, I have for 
some time, considered the insmTection in Princess 
Anne and Norfolk. I have from time to time, given 
orders to the commanding officers of those counties, to 
draw from the militia a force sufficient to quell it. 
These officers have often complained of the difficulty 
of the business, arising partly from the local circum
stances attending it, but chiefly from the backwardness 
and even disaffection of the people. In order to remove 
the latter obstacle, I gave orden for one hundred men 
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to be drawn out into this service, from Nansemond 
county; but I am sorry to say, the almost tota1 want of 
discipline in that and too many other militias in the 
state, seems to forbid the hope of their doing much to 
effect. 

"Col. Wilson, whose letter I inclose, has sevenl 
times given me to understand, that in his opinion, the 
removal of such families as are in league with the 
insurgents, was a step absolutely necessary, and has 
desired me to give orders accordingly. But thinking 
that the executive power is not competent to such a 
purpose, I must beg leave to submit the whole matter 
to tbe assembly, who are the only judges how far the 
methods of proceeding directed by law are to be dis
pensed with on this occasion. 

"A company of regulars drawn from the several 
stations, will be ordered to co-operate with the militia, 
though indeed their scanty numbers will not pennit it 
to be done without hazard. But I cannot help think· 
ing this ought to be encountered; for an apparent disp0-
sition to disturb the peace of this state has been mani
fested by these people during the whole course of the 
present war. It seems, therefore, that no effort to crush 
these desperadoes should be spared. 

My duty would no longer suffer me to withhold these 
several matters from the view of the general assembly, 
to whom I beg leave to refer them through you. With 
great regard, I have the honour to be, sir, your most 

, obedient humble servant, 
"P. lIENRY." 

This letter was communicated to tbe bouse on tbe day 
of its date, and was immediately referred to a committee 
of the whole house, on the state of the commonwealth. 
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That committee was immediately formed; but not hav
ing time to go through the subject, had leave to sit again. 
On the next day the house again resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, and after some time spent there
in, the speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Carter re
ported on the subject of Philips, as follows: 

"Information being received, that a certain 
Philips, with divers others his associates and confede
rates, have levied war against this commonwealtll, 
within the counties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, com
mitting murders, burning houses, wasting farms, and 
doing other acts of enormity, in defiance of the officers 
of justice, ' 

"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee~ 
that if the said Philips, his associates and con
federates, do not render themselves to some officer, 
civil or military, within this commonwealth, on or be
fore day of June in this present year, such of them 
as fail so to do, ought to tie attainted of high treason; 
and that in the mean time, and before such render, it 
shall be lawful for any person, with or withoN .... rders, 
to pursue and slay, or othenvise to take and deliver to 
justice the said Philips, his associates and con
federates." 

Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tyler, were the 
committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill" 
pursuant to this resolution, ,which was reported on the 
same day, and read the first time. On tlte ttvO succeed
ing days, it was read a secO'lld and third time; and, thus, 
regularly passed tltrough the forms of the lOZl7eT hollllC. 

It was communicated to the senate by Mr. Jefferson on 
tbe SOth day of the month, and retnrned, passed by 
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them without amendment, on the first day of June, 
which was the last day of the session. The act, as 
it stands upon the statute book of the session, IS as 
follows: . 

" An act to attaint Josiah Philips and others, unless 
they render themselves to justice, within a certain 
time. 

" Whereas a certain JosiaA Philips, labourer, of the 
parish of LynJw,vm and county of Princess ~ 
together with divers others, inhabitants of the counties 
of Princess Jl.nM and Nurfolk, and citizens of this 
commonwealth, contrary to their fidelity, associating J 

and confederating together, have levied war against 1 
this commonwealth, within the same, committing mur-
ders, burning houses, wasting farms, and doing other 
acts of hostility in the said counties of PrifIUSS .Ihme 
and Nurfolk, and still continue to exercise the same 
enormities on the good people of this commonwealth; 
and, whereas, the delays which would attend the pro
ceeding to outlaw the said offenders, according to the 
usual forms and procedures of the 'courts of law, would 
leave the said good people, for a long time, exposed to 

~ murder and devastation: 
"Be it, therefot'e, enacted by the general assembly, 

That if the said JosiaA Philips, his associates and con
federates, shall not, on or before the last day of June in 
the pres€nt year, render themselves to the governor, or 
to some member of the privy council, judge of the 
general court, justice of the peace, or commissioned 
officer of the regular troops, navy, or militia of this com
monwealth, in order to their trials for the treasons, 
murders, and other felonies by them committed, thal:. 
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then, such of them, the said Josiah Philips, his ass0-

ciates and confederates, as shall not so render him or 
themselves, shall stand and be convicted and attainted 
of high treason, and shall suffer the pains of death, and 
incur all forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities, prescrib
ed by the law, against those convicted and attainted of 
high treason; and that execution of this sentence of 
attainder shall be done, by order of the general court, 
to be entered 80 soon as may be conveniently, after 
notice that any of the said offenders are in custody 
of the keeper of the public jail. And if any person 
committed to the custody of the keeper of the public 
jail, as an associate or· confederate of the said Josiah 
Phtlips, shall allege that he hath not been of his ass0-

ciates or confederates, at any time after the first day of 
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun
dred and seventy-seven, at which time the said murders 
and devastations were begun, a petit jury shall be sum
moned and charged, according to the forms of the law, 
to try, in the presence of the said court, the fact 80 

alleged; and if it be found against the defendant, 
execution of this act shall be done as before di
rected. 

" And that the good people of this commonwealth 
may not in the mean time, be subject to the unrestrain-· 
ed hostilities of the said insurgents: Be it further 
enacted, that from and after the passing of this act, it 
shall be lawful for any person, with or without orders, 
to pursue and slay the said Josiah Philips, and any 
others who have been of his associates or confederate~, 
at any time after the said first day of July aforesaid, 
and shall not have previously rendered him or them
selves to any of the officers, civil or military, before 
described, or otherwise to take and dl'liver them to 
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justice, to be dealt with according to law. Provided, that 
the person so slain, be in anns at the time, or endeavour
ing to escape being taken." 

Philips was apprehended in the course of the autumn, 
and indicted by Mr. Edmund Randolph, attorney gene
ral, for highway robbery, simply. On this charge Ire 
'Was tried at the October tenn of the general court, 
convicted and executed: so that the act of attainder was 
never brought to bear upon him at all. This is the 
whole case of Josiah Philips. The reader will judge 
whether Mr. Henry deserves censure for having 
communicated to the legislature the letter of colonel 
Wilson; or whether that body acted with too much 
severity towards a wretch, who had not only set the laws 
of his country at defiance, but was waging a cf1,lel and 
dastardly war upon men without arms, upon women 
and children; and acting, not the part of a brave and 
open enemy, but that of an enemy of the human 
family. 

Just at the close of Mr. Henry's administration, 
Virginia suffered an invasion of a few days under the 
British officers, Collin and Matthew. They seized 
Fort Nelson near Norfolk, destroyed the naval stores 
at Gosport, burnt Suffolk, and disappeared, before the 
militia could be rallied to chastise their insolence. . This 
occurred in the month of May 1779; and the facility 
arid impunity with which the enterprise was accOm
plished, very probably suggested the more serious inva
sion of the state, which afterwards took place under the 
traitor Arnold. 

It would seem, that a wish was entertained to re-elect 
Mr. Henry to the office of governor a fourth time, 
although the constitution declared h!m ineligible after 
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the third year. The impression seems to have been 
that 'his appointment for the first year, not having been 
made by delegates who had themselves been elected 
under the constitution, ought not to be counted as one 
of the constitutional years of service. Mr. Henry, 
however, had too scrupulous a respect for that instru
ment to accept the office, even in a doubtful casei 
and therefore, addressed the following letter to th~ 
speaker: 

" May 28th, 177'. 

" Sir, 
"The term for which I had the honour to be 

elected governor by the late assembly, being just about 
to expire, and the constitution, as 1 think, making me 
ineligible to that office, I take the liberty to communi
cate to the assembly through ~u, sir, my intention to 
retire in four or five days. 

" I have thought. it necessary to give this notification 
of my design, in order that the assembly may have the 
earliest opportunity of deliberating upon the choice of a 
successor to me in office. 

"With great regard, I have the honour to be, sir, 
your most obedient ~nant, . 

" P. HEIfRY." 

[J'hus closed Mr. Henry's administration: and al
thoUgh he had not had an opportunity of distinguishing 
it by any splendid achievement, it is honour enough that 
be bad given universal satisfaction, and that he retired 
with a popularity confirmed andincre~ 

It has been thought best not to break the chain of the 
Darrative as to his public character, by noticing the 
changes which had before this time occurred in his 

Ff 
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domestic relations. It may be proper to pause here 
for the purpose of supplying this omission . 

. ' His wife, the partner of his youth, and the so~ of 
:, his early adversities, had died in the year~7~r 
)laving made him the father of six children. The an
I guish of this blow was mitigated by the circumstance, 
( of her having been for several years, in a state of ill 
\ 

'. health and of suffering, from which there was no hope 
(of recovery; and to her, therefore, death indeed, "came 
\ like a friend to relieve her from pain." 

Neither had the father lived to witness the promotion 
of his son, to the highest honours of the republic. LHe 
had lived, however, long enough to enjoy the first bloom 
of his fame, and to see him the most celebrated and 
ri.ing c~ter in the state. U. had died about the 
year 1770, nd left behind him a name highly respecta-
ble for pri\'ate awl social virtue. 

His uncle, for whom he seems to have had a strong 
affection, had died during his government, and in token 
of his affection and respect, had appointed him th\ exe
cutor of his will. 

His tender and indulgent mother still survived,. and 
felt all that pure and exquisite delight, which the/well 
deserved honours of her son were calculated to in-. 
spire. .. 

After the death of his wife, Mr. Henry sold the farm 
called Scotch Town, on which he had resided in Ha
nover, and purchased eight or ten thousand acres of 
nluable land in the county of Henry; a county which 
bad been erected during his government, and' which 
bad taken its name from him, as did afterwards, its 
neighbouring county of Patrick. In the year 1777 ~ 
be intermarried with Dorothea, the daughter of Mr. 
Nathaniel W. Dandridge, with whom, after the resig-
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nation or expiration of his office, he removed to his 
newly acquired estate called L~atherwood, and there 
resumed the practice of the law. In the year 1780, we 
find him again in the assembly, and one of the most 
active members in the house. . 

During the winter session of this year, general Galea 
entered the city of Richmond from his southern cam
paign, where he had most wofully fulfilled general 
Lee's prediction.·. His total defeat at Camden, aud a 
series of subsequent ill fortune, had left South Carolina 
completely in the hands of the victorious British; and to
increase his humiliation, congress had not only super
seded him in that command, by the substitution of 
general Greene, but had passed a resolution requiring 
the commander in chief to order a court of inquiry on 
his conducl Under these accumulated disgraces, the 
unfortunate general entered the city of Richmond; when 
Mr. Henry moved a resolution, which displays in a most 
engaging light, the delicate and generous sensibility of 
his character: it was as follows: 

"Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed 
to wait on major general Gates, and to assure him of 
the high regard and esteem of this house; that·· the 
remembrance of his. former glorious services cannot be 
obliterated by any reverse of fortune; but lIlhat this 
house, ever mindful of his great merit, will omit no 
opportunity of testifying to the world, the gratitude 
which, as a member of the American union, this country 
owes to him, in his military character." 

The author may be permitted to say of a state, which 

• When general Charles Lee heard of general Gates' appointment to the 
command of the southem army, he foretold "that his nort"..,'" fa1/r~lIt ,,·ould 
be tumed intolOldllma .,..;110 ... ,," 
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is his only by adoption, that to those who know the 
character of Virginians, it would be unnecessary to add, 
that this generous resolution passed 'Uooni'11WUsly. The 
committee appointed to communicate it to the geueral, 
were Mr. Henry, Mr. Richard H. Lee, Mr. Zane, and 
general N elson. We may be assured, that a committee, 
chosen with so much judgment, *' discharged their duty 
in a manner the most grateful to the wounded feelings 
of the general; and on the next day Mr. Henry re
ported the following answer, which was spread upon 
the journal: -

.. Uichmond, December 28th, 1780. 

" Sir, 
" I shall ever remember, with the utmost gratitude, 

the high honour this day done me, by the honourable 
the house of delegates of Virginia. When engaged in 
the noble cause of freedom and the United States, I 
devoted myself entirely to the service of obtaining the 
great end of their union. That I have been once UJto 

fortunate, is my great mortification: but, let the event 
of my future services be what they may, they- lVi1l,·. 
they always have been, be directed by the most faithful 
integrity, and animated by the truest zeal for the honour 
and intellest of the United States. 

" HORATIO GATES." 

The spring and summer of the next year presented a 
period of even deeper darkness, than the autumn of 

• 1I1r. Henry the mover, had recently closed his administration with ho
nour, 8.'4 the first republican governor of Virginia, and was tJle most consider. 
able man in the commonwealth; Mr. Lee Willi a member of the congres, 
who~e vote we bave just mentioned; Mr. Zane represented the connly. in 
which general Gates lived; and general N e150n was the most popular mili. 
tary character in the state. 
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1776. l!irginia had not hitherto, been the theatre of 
hostile operations of a very serious character; her 
sufferings had been rather those o( sympathy with her 
northern ~d southern sisters; but in this year, the cala
mities of war were brought home to her own 00s2,':!!) 
Arnold's invasion took place in January: having C8lTied 
his ravages as high up as Richmond and Westham, he 
retired to Portsmouth, where he rested till April, when 
general Philips succeeded to the command, and paid 
another visit of desolation to Manchester. ~ the next 
month, came lord Cornwallis, with his victorious army 
from the south, driving every thing before him, and 
striking terror into whatsoever qu~rhe approached. 
Having formed a junction between his forces and those 
under the command of general Philips, there was no 
longer a mili~ force in the state which had the power 
to resist h~ The inferior body of republican troops, 
under the marquis la Fayette, moved before him, with
out the ability to strike a blow; and Cornwallis roamed 
at pleasure, and without any apprehension, through the 
interior of the state. 

The seventh of May was the day appointed by law 
(or the meeting of the assembly at Richmond. A few 
members met and took the oaths prescribed by law; but 
the number not being sufficient to proceed to business, 
the house was adjourned fr~m day to day until the lOth; 
when, upon information of the approach of the enemy, 
they adjourned to the 24th, to meet at Charlottesville. 
It was not until the 28th, that a house was fonned to 
proceed to business at this place; when Mr. Benjamin 
Harrison was elected speaker, and after making the 
usual acknowledgments for that honour, proceeded to 
address the following remarks to the house; which I 
quote, not because they are a very favourable specimen 
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of Mr. Hamson's oratory, but to show the panic which 
prevailed even among the first men of the country.
" The critical and dangerous situation of our country 
leads me to hope, that my recommending it to you to 
dapalch the weighty matters that will be under your 
consideration, with all convenient speed, will not be 
taken amiss: the people expect that effectual and deci
sive measures will be taken to rid them of an impla
cable enemy, that are now roaming at large in the very 
bowels of our country, and I have no doubt of your 
answering their expectations; the mode of doing this 
Illay inHeed be difficult; but it not being my province to 
point it out, I shall leave it to your wisdom, in full con
fidence that every thing that is necessary for quieting 
the minds and dispelling the fears of our constituents, 
will be done." 

Eight days after this address, Mr. John Jouett; a 
citizen of the place, entered the town on horseback, at 
full speed, and announced the near and rapid approach 
of Tarlton, at the head of three hundred cavalry and 
mounted-infantry. The house had just met, and was 
about to commence business, when the alarming cry of 
"Tarlton and the British," was spread through the 
village; and they had scarcely taken time to adjourn 
infonnally to Staunton, wben Tarlton rushed like 
a thunderbolt into the village, in the confident expecta
tion of seizing the whole assembly: but the birds had 
flown. He made seven of them only prisoners. The 
rest re-assembled in Staunton, on the 7th ·of June. On 
the 10th of June, a false report of his approach pro
duced another panic; and the house having merely taken 
time to resolve, that they would meet at the Wann 
Springs, if it should be found dangerous to meet in 
Staunton on the next day; and on their failure so to do., 
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that the speaker might call a meeting, when and where 
he pleased, again broke up and dispersed. 

It was at this period of almost hopeless darkness, 
when the energies of the state seemed to have been 
pretty nearly paralized, that the project of a dictator was 
again revived; and it is again highly probable, that Mr. 
Henry was the character who was in view for that 
office. Inquiries have been made of the surviving mem
bers of that assembly to ascertain whetheI¥he project 
could be traced to him, or whether he had any kind of 
participation in the proposal; but those inquiries have 
resulted in a conviction of his entire innocence. The 
project came from other quarters, and seems to have 
been ~e last refuge of that general despair, which, 
for a short time, pervaded the whole commonwealth. 

But this period of deep darkness was the harbinger 
of breaking day. The morning dawned with the arrival 
of those aids from France, which Mr. Henry had so long 
ago predicted; and the SUD of American independence 
arose, to set no more. He lived to witness the glorious 
issue of that revolution which his genius had set in motion; /l 
and (to repeat his own prophetic language, before the ' 
commencement of the struggle) "to see America take I 

her stand among the nations of the earth." lIPe contest.\ 
closed with the capture of Cornwallis at Little York, on ) 
the 19th of October, 17~ and thus, the ball of the I 
revolution rested in the same state in which it had receiv{ 
ed the first impulse. . 

This enlightened and patriotic statesman, however, 
was not yet inclined to indulge himself in that repose to 
which he was so well entitled. The constitution of the 
state had as yet been tried only in war, when the sense 
of common danger, and their ardour in the common 
causf'~ might ofthemselvt"S. h~ve been sufficif'nt to keep 

, 
! 
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the people together, and \0 supply, in a good degree, the 
place of government 

It was necessary to see how the instrument would 
work in peace; what assurance it gave of public order 
and well regulated liberty; or whether any, and what 
defects in the plan, required amendment 

There were other ~nsiderations too, which called 
loudly for attention. Ll'he war had left the country in a 
most deplorable situation: poor and in debt; its warriors 

1 

unrequited; its finances wholly deranged; its jurispru-
dence unsettled; and all its faculties weak, disordered 
and exhausted) This was no time for the patriot to quit 
his post It demanded all his vigilance to guard the 
infant republic against the machinations of its enemies, 
both abroad and at home; it required all his care and 
all his skill to heal the numerous disorders which had 
flowed from the war; to nurse the new-born nation into 
health and strength; to develope its resources, moral and 
physical; and thus to give security and pennanence to 
its liberties. 

With)he view of contributing his aid to thOle great 
objects, \.Mr. Henry still continued to represent the 
county of his residence, in the legislature of the state, 
and controuled the proceedings of that bod;:! with a 
weight of persona' authority, and a power of ;toquence, 
which it was extremely difficult, and indeed, almost im
possible to resist A striking evidence of this power 
was given, immediately on the close of the revolution, iD 
his advocating the return of the British refugees. The 
measure was most vehemently opposed. There was no 
class of human beings against whom such violent aDd 
deep-rooted prejudices existed. The name of " British 
tory," was of itself, enough, at that period, to throw 
almost any company in Virginia into flames, and was 
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pretty generally a signal for a coat of tar and feathers; 
a signal which was not very often disobeyed. Mr. 
Henry's proposition in favo.ur of a class of people 80 

odious, eould not fail to excite the strongest surprise; 
and was, at first, received with a repugnance apparently 
iDsuperable. The late judge Tyler, then the speaker of 
the house, ()pposed it in the committee of the whole, with 
great wannth; and in the course of the discussion, turn
iBg from the chairman to Mr. Henry, he asked him, 
« how M, above all other men, could think of inviting 
into his family, an enemy, from whose insults and inju
riel he had suffered so severely?" To this Mr. Henry 
answered, "that the personal feelings of a politician, 
ought Dot to be permitted to enter those waJls. The 
question (he'said) was a national one, and in deciding it, 
it they acted wisely, nothing would be regarded but the 
inter-est of the nation. On the altar of his countrfs 
good, he wa. willing to sacrifice all pel"8Onal resentments, 
all private wrongs-and he flattered himself, that he 
was BOt the only man in the house, who was capable of 
makiug such a sacrifice. We have, sir, (said he) an 
emnsi"e cOuntry, witlwul population-what can be a 
more obvious policy than that this country ought to be 
peopled?-peopIe, sir, fonn the strength and. constitute 
the wealth of a nation. I want to see our vast forests 
filled up, by some process a IiUle more speedy than the 
ordiaary course of nature. I wish to see these states 
rapidlr ascending to that rank which their natural 
advantages authorize them to hold among the nations 
of dIe earth. Cut your eyes, sir, over this extensive 
country-obsel'Ye the salubrity of your climate; the 
variety and fertility of your soil-and. see that soil inter
sected in every quarter, by bold navigable streams, flow-

Gg 
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ing to the east and to the west, as if the finger of HeaveD 
were marking out the course of your settlements, invit
ing you to enterprise, and pointing the way to wealth. 
Sir, you are destined, at some time or other, to become 
a great agricultural and commercial people; the only 
question is, whether you choose to reach this point, by 
slow gradations, and at some distant period-lingeriDg 
on, through a long and sickly minority-subjected, 
lPeanwhile, to the machinations, insults and oppressions 
of enemies foreign and domestic, without suJlicient 
strength to resist and chastise them-or whether you 
choose rather to rush, at once, as it were, to the fuR 
enjoyment of those high destinies, and be able to cope, 
single-handed, with the proudest oppressor of the old 
world. If you prefer the latter course, as I trust yon 
do, encourage emigration-encourage the husband
men, the mechanics, the merchants of the old world to 
come and settle in this land of promise-make it the 
home of the skilful, the industrious, the fortunate and 
happy, as weD as t.4e asylum of the diStressed-filJ up 
the measure of your pOpulation as speedily as you can, 
by the means which Heaven hath placed in your 
power-and I venture to prophecy there are those now 
living, who will see this favoured land amongst the most 
powerful on earth-able, sir, to take care of herself; 
without resorting to that policy which is always so dan
gerous, though sometimes· unavoidable, of calling ill 
foreign aid. Yes, sir-they will see her great in arfB 
and in arms-her golden harvests waving over fields or 
immeasurable extent-her commerce penetrating the 
most distant seas, and her cannon silencing the vain 
boasts of those, who now proudly affect to rule the waves. 
But, sir, you must have men-you cannot get along 
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without them-those heavy forests of valuable timber, 
under which your lands are groaning, must be cleared 
away-those vast riches which cover the face of your 
lOi~ as well as those which lie hid in its bosom, are to 
be developed and gathered only by the skill and enter
prise of men-your timber sir, must be worked up into 

• ships to transport the productions of the soil, from 
which it has been cleared-then, you must have com
mercial men and commercial capital, to take oft' your 
productions and find the best markets for them abroad 
-your great want sir, is the want of men; and these 
you must have, and will have speedily, if you are wise. 
Do you ask how you are to get them?-Open your 
doors, sir, and they will come in-the popUlation of the 
old world is full to overflowing-tbat population is 
ground too, by the oppressions of the governments under 
which they live. Sir, they are already standing on tip-' 
toe upon their native shores, and looking to your coasts, 
with a wishful and longing eye-they see here, a land 
blessed with natural and political advantages, which are 
Dot equalled by those of any other country upon earth 
-a land on which a gracious Providence hath emptied 
the hom of abundance-a land over which Peace hath 
DOW stretched forth her white wings, and where Content 
and Plenty lie down at every door! Sir, they see some
thing still more attractive than all this-they see a land 
ill which Liberty hath taken up her abode-that Liberty, 
whom they had considered as a fabled goddess, existing 
only in the fancies of poets-they see her here, a real 
divinity-her altars rising on every hand, throughout 
these happy states-her glories chaunted by three mil
lions of tongues-and the whole region smiling under 
her blessed influence. Sir, let but this our celestial 
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goddess, Liberty, stretch forth her fair bancJ towards 
the people of the old world-teD them to come, and bid 
them welcome-and you win see them pouring in from 
the north-from the 8Outh-froBl the eMt, and from 
the west-your wildernesses will be cleared and settled 
---your deserts wiD smile-your ranks will be filed
and you wiD soon be in a condition to defy the powel"l 
of any adversary. 

" But gentlemen object to any accession from Great 
Britain-and particularly to the return of the British 
refugees. Sir, I feel no objection to the return of those 
deluded people-they have to be sure, mistaken their 
own interests most wofully, and most wofully haft they 
suffered the punishment due to their offences. But dte 
relations which we bear to them and to their name 
country, are now changed-their king hath acknow
ledged our independence-the quarrel is over-peaee 
hath returned, and found us a free people. Let 
us have the. magnanimity, sir, to lay aside our aDtipa
tbies and prejildices, and consider the subject in a 
political light-those are an enterprising monied people 
-they win be serviceable in taking off the surplus pr0-
duce of our lands, and supplying us with necessaries, 
during the infant state of our manufactures. Even if 
they be inimical to us in point of feeling and principle, 
I can see no objection, in a political view, in m~ 
them tributary to our advantage. And as I have no 
prejudices to prevent my making this use of them, 80 

sir, I hue no fear of any mischief that they can do us. 
Afraid of t1tem!-wbat, sir, (said be, rising to one of his 
loftiest attitudes, and assuming a look of the most indig
nant and sovereign contempt,) &hall tDt, who have laid 
the proud British lion at our feet, now be afraid of Iris 
'Whelps?" 
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The force of this figure, and the energy with which , 
it was brought out, are said to have produced an eft'ect, 
thai made the house start simultaneously. It continued 
to be admired, long after the occasion which gave it 
birth had passed away, and was frequently quoted by 
Mr. Wythe to his students, while profesaor of law at 
William and Mary College, 88 a happy specimen of 
dtose valuable figures, which unite the beauty of deco
ration with the eft"ect of argument 

The gentleman to whom I am indebted for the pre
ceding incident,'" has favoured me also with the folloW
ing one; which I shall give in his own words:-" Mr. 
Henry espoused the measure which took oft" the re
straints on British commerce, before any treaty was 
entered into; in which I opposed him on this ground, 
that that measure would expel from this country 
the trade of every other nation, aD· account of our 
habits, language, and the manner of conducting busi
Bess on credit between us and them: also on this 
ground, in addition to the above, that if we changed 
the then current of commerce, we should drive away 
all competition, and never perhaps should regain it, 
(which has literally happened.) In reply to these 
observations, he was beyond all expression eloquent and 
sublime. After painting the· distresses of the people, 
stnlggling through a perilous war, cut oft" from com
merce so long that they were naked and unclothed, he 
concluded with a figure, or rather with a series of' 
figures, which I shall never forget, because, beautiful 
as they were in themselves, their effect was heightened 
beyond all description, by the manner in which he acted 

• Judge Ty1t>r. 
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what he spoke:-' Why,' said he, 'should we fetter 
commerce? If a man is in chains, he droops and bows 
to the earth, for his spirits are broken; (looking sor
rowfully at his feet) but let him twist the fetters from 
his legs, and he will stand erect (straightening himsel( 
and assuming'a look of proud defiance). Fetter not 
commerce, sir-let her be as free as air-she will range 
the whole creation, and return on the wings of the four 
winds of heaven, to bless the land with plenty.'" 

In the fall session of 1784, Mr. Henry proposed and 
advoeated. several measures which deserve particular 
mention; one of them, on account of the originality· 
and boldness of mind from which it proceeded; and 
others, because they have sometimes been made the 
subjects of censure against him. CThe first, respects 
the Indians. Those unfortunate beings, the natural 
enemies of the white people, whom they regarded as 
lawless intruders into a country set apart for themselves 
by the Great Spirit, had coritinUN, from their first 
landing, to harass the white settlements, and hang like 
a pestilence on their frontier, as it advanced itself to..
wards the west. The I¢ory of their accumulated 
wrongs, handai' down by' tradition from father to SOD, 

and emblazoned with all the colours of India,n oratory, 
had kept their war fires smoking from age to~, and 
the hatchet and scalping knife perpetually bright. hey 
had long since abandoned the hope of being a Ie by 
their single strength, to exterminate the usurpers of 
their soil; but either from the spirit of habitual and 
deadly revenge, or from the policy of checking as far 
as they could, the perpetually extending encroachments 
of the white men, they had waged an unremitting war 
upon their borders, marked with horrors which eclipse 
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the wildest fictions of the legendary tale.· These peo. 
pIe, too, besides the mischiefs to which they were 
prompted by their own feelings and habits, were an ever 
ready and a most terrific scourge, in the hands of any 
enemy with whom this country might be at variance. 
Dunmore, although thanked at the time for his services, 
was afterwards believed by the house of bursesses, to 
have made use of them in the years 1774-5, in order to 
draw oft the attention of the colonists from the usurpa
tion of the British court: and, in the recent war of the 
revolution, that merciless enemy had been again let 
loose upon our frontier, with all the terrors of savage 
-warfare. The return of peace with Britain had given 
us but a short respite from their hostilities. I perceive 
by the journal of the house of delegates, that on the 5th 
of November, 1784, it was, on the motion of Mr. 
Henry, 
~lved, That the governor, with the advice of 

council, be requested to adopt such measures as may 
be found necessary, to avert the danger of hostilities 
with the Indians, and to incline them to treat with 
the commissioners of congress; and for that purpose 

• The stories of these border skirmishers, which yet Jive in the traditions 
of the west, are highly worthy ef collection. They exhibit scenes of craft. 
boldnell8, and ferocity, on the part of the savages, and of heroic and despe
rate defence by the semi-barbarous men, women, and children, who were 
the objects of these attacks, which mark the cbaracters of both aides in a 
most interesting manner. Those tales of the long, obstinate, and bloody de
fence of log cabins; of the almost incredible achievements of women and 
Jittle boys; of the sometimes totalud sometimes partial havoc of families; 
of the captivity. tortures, and death, of some; and the miraculous escape, 
wanderings, and preservation, of others-would form a book of more interest 
than any other that CQUld be put into the bands of a Virginian reader; and 
would furnish the IUbject of many a novel, drama, and painting. The ad
venture of captain Smith and Pocahontas, if you put aside the dignity of 
thei)" characters, is cold and tame, when compared with samf' which are Te· 

Jated among .the western inhabitants of this state. 
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to draw on the treasury for any sum of money not ex
ceeding one thousand poun~hich shall stand charg
ed to the account of money issued for the contingent 
charges of government." 

A treaty with the Indians, however, was weH known 
to be a miserable expedient; the benefit of which would 
scarcely.fast a8 long as the ceremonies that produced 
it. The reflecting politician could not help seeing 
that, in order to remove the annoyance effectually, 
the remedy must go to .the root of the diseas&-that 
that inveterate, and fatal enmity which rankled in the 
hearts of the Indians, must be eradicated-that a com
mon interest and congenial feelings between them and 
their white neighbours must be created-and humanity 
and eivilization gradually superinduced. upon the Indian 
character. The difficulty lay in devising a mode to 
effect these objects. The white people who inhabited 
the frontier, from the constant state of warfare in which 
the.J. lived with the Indians, had imbibed much of their 
character; and learned to delight 80 highly in scenes of 

.. crafty, bloody, and desperate conflict, that they as often 
gave as they recei",ed tile provocation to hostilities. 

Hunting, which was their occupation, became dull 
and tiresome, unless diversified occasionally, by the more 
animated and piquant amusement of an Indian skir
mish; just as "the blood more stirs, to rouse a lion than 
to start a hare." The policy therefore, which was to 
produce the deep and beneficial change that was me
ditated, must have respect to both sides, and be cal
culated to implant kind affections in bosoms, which at 
present were filled only with reciprQcal and deadly 
hatred. The remedy suggested by Mr. Henry was to 
encournge marriages between these coterminous ene
mies; and having succeeded in the committee of the 
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whole house to procure ~ report of a resolution to 
this effect, he prepared a bill which he is said to have 
advocated with irresistible earnestn~ 8.I)d eloquence. 
The inducements held out by this bill, to promote these 
marriages, were pecuniary bounties to be given on the 
certificate of marriage, and to be repeated at the birth 
of each child; exemption from taxes; and the free use 
of a semiDary of learning, to be erected for the purpose, 
and supported at the expense .of the state." 

• This biD, which is thought worthy of presel'\'lltion as a political. 
curiosity, ia u folows _ 

.. A biD f",.the eacouragemeDt ollDal'liaBea with tlle Indiana. 

.. Whereu iDtermuriagea betweea the atizeaa or this commonwealth. 
all\l the Indiau living in ita neigbbow:hood, may have great effect in con· 
ciliatingthe friendship and confidence of the latter, whereby not only their 
civilization may in some degree be finally brought about., bbt in the mean 
tUne their hostile ~da be prevented I for encouraging such intermar
riages, Be it eDaCted by the general 8811embly, That if any free white male 
inhabitant of this commonwealth ahaJl, according to the IaWI thereof, enter 
iDto the boRda 01 matrimony with an IruIiaa female, being of lawful age. 
and ~r no precontract to any Indian male, and shall thereby induce her 
to become an inhabitant of this commonwealth, and to live with him in the 
chuacter of a wife, such male inhabitant., on producing a certificate of such 
marriage under the hand and seal of the person celebrating the same, shall 
be entitled to receive a premium of -- pounds, out of any unappro
priated money which the trealUrer may,have in his hands, or of such money 
.. may hereafter be appro'priated to such use; ahaII over and above mch 
premium, be entitled to the sum of-pound. for every chiI~ proceeding 
.from BUch marriage. on a certificate of the birth thereof and their appl1"ent 
eohabitancy, under the hand and seal of my one justice of the peace ohhe 
cOUnty in which he resides, and ahaII moreover be eltempted from all tues 
on his penon and property for and during IUch cohabitancy . 

.. And be it further enacted, That Wany free female inhabitant of this com. 
monwealth shall in lite manner, intennarry with any lDale Indian of lawful 

-age, they ahaII, on a certificate thereof u af~reaaid, be entitled to -
pounds, to be paid as aforesaid, and laid out under the direction of the 
.court of the county,lrithin which IUCb. mamage aball be celebrated, in 
tile purchue 01 live stock for ,hia and her use, and such male India 
ahaII be annually on the first day of October, entitled to --~,to 

,be_paid III aforesaid, and laid out., under the direction of the said COII1't, in 
the p1Jl'Cbue of clothes for his use; and each male child proceedinc fl'!ml 
sucb intermarriage shall, at the age of -, be removed to suc:h public 

Hh 



!42 SKETCHBS 0.' THt 

While Mr. Henry continued a member of the house, 
the progress of this bill was unimpeded. It passed 
through a first and second reading, and was engrossed 
I 

tQr its final passage, when his election as governor took 
eKect, and displaced him from the floor: on the third 
day after which event, the bill was read a third time and 
rejected. 

It were an useless waste of time to speculate on the 
probable effects of this measure, had it succeeded. It is 
consi«\ered however, as indicative of great humanity 
of character, and as marked with great boldness, 
if not souMlness of policy. Mr. Henry is said to 
have been ektremely sanguine as to its efficacy, and to 
have supported it by some of the highest displays of his 
eloquence. 

The other two measures to which I have adverted as 
having been patronized by Mr. Henry at this session, 
were the incorporation of the protestant episcopal 
church, and what ~. ealled, "a general assessment" 

ICminary of leaming as the executive may direct, and be there educated 
until the age of twenty-one, at the public expense, to be defrayed out oI'lIldl 
1\Inds as may hereafter be. appropriated to the same. And the pvemor, 
with the advice of council, is hereby authorized and desired to cause the 
benefit of this provision to be extended to all such male children; and amy 
SItch male Indian shall become an inhabitant of this commonwealth, he sbaI 
be moreover exempted from all taxes on his ~lIOR or the property he 1UJ' 
acquire. . 

" And be it further enacted, That the ofFspring of the intennarriagea IdbIe
said, shall be entitlect in all respects, tlfthe same rights and prim ... UDder 
the Jaws of this commonwealth, as if they had proceeded from intel'lllU'J'iaces 
among free white inhabitants thereof. 

" And be it further enacted, That the executive do take the most efFed:IIal 
and speedy measures for promulging this act to BDch tribe or tribes of JndiIDs 
as they may think necessary." 

On the third reading of the bill, the first blank WIIS filled with tM--the 
second with five-the third with ten-the fourth with ~ the fifth. 
with 1m!JtfM. 
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These measures have been frequently stated, in conver
sation, as proofs of a leaning on the part of Mr. Henry 
towards ~ established church, and that too, the aristo
cratic church of England. To test the justness of this 
charge, the journals of the house of delegates have been 
examined, and this is the result of the evidence which 
they furnish: on the 17th of November, 1784, Mr. Mat
thews reported from the committee of the whole house, 
on the state of the commonwealth, the following resolu
tion: 

"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that acts ought to pass for the incorporation of all s0cie
ties of the Christian religion, which may apply fur tM 
same." 

The ayes and noes having been called for, on the pas
sage of this resolution, were, ayes sixty-two, noes twenty
three; Mr. Henry being with the majority. 

The principle being thus established in re~ation to aU 
religious societies, which should desire a legal existence 
for the benefit of acquiring and holding property to the 
use of their respective churches, leave was given, on the 
same day, to bring in a bill to incorporate the clergy of 
the protestant episcopal church, which had brought 
itself within that principle by having applied for an act 
of incorporation; and Mr. Henry was one;but not the 
chairman: of the committee appointed.to bring in that 
bill. How a measure which holds out, to aU religious 
societies, eqooJly, the same benefit, can be charged with 
partiality, because accepted by one only, it is not very 

• The chairman was Mr. Carter H. Harrison; the rest olthe committee 
were Mr. Henry, Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. William .~nderson. and Mr. 
Tazewell. 
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easy to discern. It would seem to an ordinary mind, 
that, on the same principle, the Christian religion it8eIC 
might be chargeable with partiality, since its offers, 
though made to aU, are accepted but by few; aDd it is 
very certain that, if Mr. Henry is to be suspected of a 
bias towards an established church, on account of thiI 
vote, the charge will reach some of the foremost and 
best established republicans in the state, whose names 
stand recorded with Mr. Henry's on this occasion, and 
who hold to this day, the undiminished confidence of 
their countrymen. 

The other measure, the general assessment, proceecJ. 
ed from a number of petitions from different counties of 
tbe commonwealth, which prayed, that as all persoDi 
enjoyed the benefits of religion, all might be required to 
contribute to the expense of supporting IJO'1ne furm tf 
worship M otlrer. The committee to whom these peti
tions were referred, reported a bill whose preamble set! 
forth the grounds of the proceeding, and furnishes a 
conclusive refutation of the charge of partiality to aDy 
particular form of religion. The biD is entitled, "A. 
bill, establishing a provision for teachers of the ChriI
tian religion;" and its preamble is in the fo~ 
words:-" Whereas, the general di1fusion of Cbristia.D 
knowledge bath a natural tendency to correct the 
II'lOraIs of men, restrain their vices, and preserve the 
peace of society; which cannot be effected without a 
competent provision for learned tJe8.ehers, wko may be 
thereby, enabled to devote their time and attention to 
the duty of instructing such citizens as, frem their cir
cumstances and want of education, cannot otherwise 
attain such knowledge; and it is judged such provision 
may be made by the legislature, witlwut counterllCltng 
flu: liberal principk heretofure adopted and ir&tendetl 10 
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.be~, by abolilNng aU ~ of prHmi
nente anumgst U&e d,!tferent BOt:ietWs (JI' commtmilits of 
Chrisliaf&8." The provisioDs of the bill are in the 
strictest contormif¥ with the principles announced in 
the dOle of the preamble; the persons subject to taxes 
are required, at the time of giving in a list of their tithe
abIes) to declare to what particular religious society they 
thoose to appropriate the sums 8S8essed upon them, 
respectively; and, in the event of their failing or declin
ing to specify any appropriation, the sums thus circum
stanced, are directed to be paid to the treasurer, and 
applied by the general 8S8embly, to the encouragement 
of Bef'1I..iMries of learning, in the counties where such 
IWilI shall arise. If there be any evidence of a leaning 
towards any particular religious sect in this bill, or any 
indieation of a desire for an established church, the 
author of these sketches haa not been able to discover 
them. Mr. Hemy was a sincere believer in the Chris
tian religion, and had a strong desire for the successful 
propagation of the gospel, but there was no tincture of 
bigotry or intolerance in his sentiments; nor have I been 
able to learn, that he had a punctilious preference for any 
particular form of worship. His faith regarded the vital 
spirit of the g08pel; and busied itself not at all, with 
external ceremonies or controverted tenets. 
, Both these bills " for incorporating the protestant 
episcopal church," and "establishing a provision for 
teachers of the Christian religion," were reported after 
Mr. Hemy had ceased to be a member of the house; 
but the resolotioDl on which they were founded, were 
adopted while he continued a member, and had his 
wannest support. The fint biD' passed into a law; the 
last was rejected by a small majority, on the third 
reacliDg. 
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The same session afforded Mr. Henry a double 0p

portunity of gratifying, in the most exquisite maDDer, 
that naturally bland and courteous spirit, which so emi
nently distinguished his character. General Washington 
and the marquis la Fayette, both of them objects of the 
wannest love and gratitude to this country, visited Rich. 
mond in November. They arrived on dift'erent days. 
The general entered the city on the 15th, and the 
journal of the next morning exhibits the following 
order: "The house being infonned of the arrival 
of general Washington in this city, Resolved,.mmine 
contradicente, that as a mark of their reverence for his 
character and afiection for his person, a committee of 
five members be appointed to wait upon him, with the 
respectful regard of this house, to express to him the 
satisfaction they feel in the opportunitt afforded by his 
presence, of offering this tribute to his merits; and to 
assure him, that as they not only retain the most lasting 
impressions of the transcendent services rendered in 
his late public character, but have, since his return to 
private life, experienced proofs, that no change of situa
tion can turn his thoughts from the welfare of his 
country, so his happiness can never cease to be aD 

object of their most devout wishes and fervent su# 
cations." 

" And a committee was appointed of Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Jones, (of King George,) Mr. Madison, Mr. Carter B. 
Harrison, and Mr. Carrington." 

To this spontaneous and unanimous burst of feeling, 
general Washiogton returned an answer marked with 
his characteristic modesty, and full of the most touch
ing sensibility. It is worthy of insertion, as showing in 
a soft and winning light, a character, with which we are 
apt to associate only the images of a dignity and reserve, 
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· approaching to sternness. "Gentlemen," said he, 
" my sensibility is deeply affected by this distinguished 
mark of the affectionate regard of your honourable 

· house. I lament, on this occasion, the want of those 
powers which would enable me to do justice to my 
feelings, and shall rely upon your indulgent report, to 
supply the defect; at the same time, I pray you to pre
sent for me, the strongest assurances of unalterable 
affection and gratitude, for this last pleasing and flatter
ing attention of my country." 

The marquis, who had been to France since the 
close of hostilities, made his entree on the morning of 
the 18th of November; and the house immediately on 
its meeting, came to the following resolution: "The 

· house being informed of the arrival, this morning, of 
· the marquis de la Fayette in this city, Resolved, nemifIe 
ctmIradicenle, that a committee of five be appointed, to 
present to him the affectionate respects of this house, 
to signify to him their sensibility to the pleasing proof, 
given by this visit to the United States, and to this state 
in particular; tb'at the benevolent and honourable senti
ments which originally prompted him to embark in the 
hazardous fortunes of America, still render the pros-

· perity of its affairs an object of his attention and regard; 
and to assure him, that they cannot review the scenes 
of blood and danger through which we have arri\"ed at 
the blessings of peace, without being touched, in the 
most lively manner, with the recollection, not only of the 

· invaluable services for which the United States at large 
are so much indebted to him, . but of that conspicuous 
display of cool intrepidity an~ wise conduct, during his 
command in the campaign of 1781, which, by having 
so essentially served this state in particular, have given 

· him so just a title to its particular acknowledgmen~. 
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That, impresaed as they thus are with the distinguished 
lustre of his .character, they caanot form a wish. more 
suitable, than that the lesson it affords may inspire aU 
those whose Doble minds may emulate his glory, .to pur
sue it by means equally auspicious to the interests of 
humanity." . 

" And a committee was appointed of Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Madison, _ Mr. Jones, (of King George,) Mr. Matthews, 
and Mr. Brent" 

To this address the marquis made the following polite 
and feeling answer: 

_" Gentlemen, 
" With the most respectful thanks to your hoDOW'

able body, permit me to acknowledge, not only the flat
tering favour they are now pleased to confer, but • 
the constant partiality and unbounded eOllfi.dence of tin. 
state, which,.in trying times, I have so h~pily expe
rienced.Through the continent, -~ntlemen, it is ID061 
pleasing for me 10 join with my friends iii mutual COD

gmtulations; and I need not add, what my sen~ 
must be in Virginia, where step by step have I*> keeDI7 
felt for her distress, 80 _eagerly -enjoyed her recoV4D'1. 
Our armed force was obliged to retreat, btU your 
patriotic hearts &toed .unshaken; and, while either l1t that 
period, or in our better hours, my obligatiOllfJ -to you ant 
numberless; I am happy in this opportunity to observe, 
that the excellent servioes of your militia were conti
nued with unparalleled ateadiness.lmpressec! with the 
necessity of federal uuion, I was the more -pleaaed in 
the-command of an army 80 peculiarly fede.ral;u Vir
ginia herself freely bled in,defence .ofher sister states. 

,. In my wishes to tllis commonwealth, gentlemen, J 



LIFE OP HENRY. 

will persevere with the same zeal, that once and for 
ever, has devoted me to her. May her fertile soil ra
pidly increase her wealth-may all the waters which so 
luxuriantly flow within her limits, be happy channels of 
the most extensive trade-and may she in her wisdom, 
and the enjoyment of prosperity, continue to give the 
world unquestionable proofs of her philanthropy and 
her regard for the liberties of all mankind. 

" LA FAYETTE." 

Time had now brought forward several new political 
characters, who had risen high in the public estima
tion; but Mr. Henry and Mr. Lee still kept their 
ground, far in the van. A gentleman of great distinc
tion, who began his public career in 178S, found both 
these eminent men in the house of delegates, and heard 
them for the first time in debate: he served through the 
two sessions of that and those of the following year, 
and has communicated to me so vivid .and interesting a 
comparison of their merits, as they struck his young 
and ardent mind, that I cannot consent to withhold it 
from the reader. 

" I met with Patrick Henry in the assembly in May, 
178S: I also then met with Richard H. Lee. I lodged 
lvith Mr. Lee one or two sessions, and was perfectly 
acquainted with him, while I was yet a stranger to Mr. 
BenJY. These two gentlemen were the great leaders 
in the house of delegates, and were almost constantly 
opposed: there were many other great men who be
longed to that body; but, as orators, they.cannot be 
named with Henry or Lee. Mr. Lee was a polished 
gentleman: he had lost the use of one of his hands, but 
his manner was perfectly graceful. His language was 
always chaSte, and although .somewhat. too monotonous, • 

I I 
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his speeches were always pleasing; yet he did not ravish 
your Benses, nor carry away your judgment by stonn. 
His was the mediate clus of eloquence described by 
Rollin in his belles 1.ettres; he was like a beautiful river, 
meandering through a Howery mead, but which never 
overflowed its banks. It was Henry who was the m01JDo 
tain torrent that swept away every thing before it: it 
was he alone who thundered and lightened: he alone 
attained that sublime species of eloquence, also men
tioned by Rollin. 

" It has been one of the greatest pleasures of my 
life to hear these two great masten, almost constantly 
opposed to each other, for several Bel8ions. I had J)O 

relish for any other speaker. Henry was almost always 
victorious. He was as much superior to Lee in temper 
as in eloquence; for while with 11 modesty approachiug 
almost to humility, he would apologize to the house for 
being 80 often "obliged to differ from the honourable 
gentleman, which he assured them was from no want of 
respect for him." Lee was frequently much chafed by 
the opposition; and I once beard him say aloud, aDd 
petulantly, after sustaining a great defeat, that "if the 
votes were weighed instead· of being counted, he 
should not have lost it.'" 

• This bit of Mr. Lee's WlI8 thought • very happy one at the time. I 
have heard it mentioned by several otheJ'l who were membeJ'l of the boule. 
and particularly by judge Tyler. This gentleman represented it as harior 
occurred after a division and count of the hOUle, IUld just as the members 
were about to retum to their seats. A member who w .. in the majority, 
and who was not very remarkable either for intellect or urbanity. said, witb 
a coarse laugh, to Mr. Lee, .. Well, you see you bave lost it. "-Upon whicb 
the latter, looking at him with rather a contemptuoullJlCi sneering COUDIIe
nance. IUlswered, .. Yep, I him: 10lt it; but if votes were 'WigMtl imtead _ 
being coon/I'd, I should 1101 have lost it." 

Was this thought original in Mr. Lee, or had he unconsciousJy borrowed it 
from the younger Pliny 1 .. Sed hoc pluribus [1evius] villUJll eat. ~_ 
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~, Mr. Henry was inferior to Mr. Lee in the grace
fulness of his action, and perhaps abJo the chasteness of 
his language; yet his language was seldom incorrect, 
and his address always striking. He had a fine blue 
eye, and an earnest manner which made it impossible 
not to attend to him. His speaking was unequal, and 
always rose with the subject and the exigency. In this 
respect he dift'ered entirely from Mr. Lee, who was 
always equa~ and therefore less interesting. At some -'\ 
times Mr. Henry would seem to hobble, (especially at 
the beginning of his speeches,) and at others, his tones I 
would be almost disagreeable: yet it was by means of I 
his ~nes, and the happy modulation of his voice, that I 
his speaking had perhaps its greatest effect He had a I 

happy articulation-a clear, bold, strong voice-and ! 

every syllable was distinctly uttered. He was always 
. very unassuming, and very respectful towards his 
adversaries; the consequence was, that no feeling of 
disgust or animosity was arrayed against him. He was 
great at a reply, and greater in proportion to the pres
sure which was bearing upon him; and it seemed to 
me, from the frequent opportunities of observation 
afforded me during the period of which I have spoken, ' 
that the resources of his mind and of his eloquence \ 
were equal to any dra.fta which could possibly be made ~ 
upon them." -

This inequality in the speeches of Mr. Henry was 

,.,.. eniIIIlerIIenIUt. "fIR ~: nec aliud in publico consilio poteat fieri. 
in quo nihil eat tam inzquale, quam zqualitas ipsa; nam cum sit impar pr\!
dentia, par omnium jus est." PLl •. Epist. Lib. D. Epist. xu. 

.. Yet these reftectiolll, it seems, made no impl'ellion UpOIl the majority. 
Yotu go by fttIIII6er, ,., _girl; nor can it be otherwise in auembliea of thil 
kind, where nothing is more unequal than that equality whieh prevail, 
in them; fOr though every member baa the same weight of 1UfFrare, 
every member hu not the same atrength of judgment." 

lIu.JIOTS'. Translation of Pliny. London, 1748 •. 
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imputed by some of his observers to art He always 
spoke they say, for victory, and wishing to carry every 
one with him, adapted the dift"erent parts of his dis
cOW'Se to their different capacities. A critic of a higher 
order would sometimes think. him triJIing, when in 
truth he was making a most powerful impression on the 
weaker members of the house. By these means, it is 
said, he contrived to worm his way through the whole 
body, and to insinuate his influence into every mind. 
When he hobbled, it was like the bird that thus art
fully seeks to decoy away the foot of the intruder from 
the precious deposit of her brood; and at the moment 
when it would be thought that his strength was aJmoat 
exhausted, he would spring magnificently from the earth, 
and tower above the clouds. 

He knew all the local interests and prejudices or 
every quarter of the state, and of every county in it: 
and whether these prejudices were rational or im
tional, it is said that he would appeal to them without 
hesitation, and, whenever he found it necessary, enlist 
them in his cause. His address on these occasions has 
been highly admired, even by those who have censured 
the course as deficient in dignity and candour. It was 
executed with so much delicacy and adroitness, and 
eovered under a counteaance of such apostolic solem
nity, that the persons on whom he was operating were 
unconscious of the design. Winding his way thus . 
artfully through the house, from county to county, from 
prejudice to prejudice, with the power of moving them, 
when he pleased, from tears to laughter, from laughter 
to tears, of astonishing their imaginations, and over
whelming their judgments and hearts, it is easy to con
ceive how irresistible he must have ·been. When with 
tllese prodigious faculties the reader connects his 
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engaging deportment out of the house-the uncommon 
kindness and gentleness of his nature-the simplicity, 
frankness, and amenity of his manners-the innocent 
playfulness and instruction of his conversation-the 
integrity of his life-and the high sense of the services 
which he had rendered to the cause of liberty and his 
country-he will readily perceive, that the opinions and 
wishes of such a man would be, of themselves, almost 
·decisive of any question. 

The artifice of resorting to erroneous local pre-. 
judices, in a legislative debate, is certainly not to be 
commended. Truth stands in need of no such aids. 
It must be admitted that there is more purity, as well 
88 dignity, in supporting a sound measure, by sound 
arguments only; and we must be prepared to become 
jesuits, before we can justity a resort to wrong means, to 
promote ~ven a right end. ~n excuse ~f Mr. Henry, w~:/,' _' . , 
have nothing to urge except Immemonal and almost UDl- . ~ r. 

verSal usage: and it is moreover, highly probable that m .. .J 

nyof the instances, in which he was accused of resorting 
impro.eerly to l.Q..c~ ~~~j~d~ces,. were c_~~s. ~n whicli the 
questions were, from their nature, to be decided in agreat 
meaSure by lOCal interests .. -or this-description is the 
following one, now furnished at my request, in writing 
by judge Archibald Stuart, from whom I had the 
pleasure to hear it in conversation several years ago. 

" At your request, I attempt a narrative of the extra
ordinary effects of Mr. Henry's eloquence in the Vir
ginia legislature, about the year 1784, when I was pre-

~as a member of that body. 
he finances of the country had been much derang

during the war, and public credit was at a low ebb; 
a party in the legislature thought it then high time to 
place the character and credit of the state on a more 
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respectable footing, by laying taxes commensurate with 
all the public demands~ith this view, a bill had been 
brought into the house and referred to a committee of 
.~e whole; in support of which, the then speaker (Mr. 
r.r;ler,) Henry Tazewell, Mann Page, William Donald, 
lnd many other members of great respectability (m
cluding to the best of my recollection, Richard H. Lee, 
and perhaps Mr. Madison) took an active part. Mr. 
Henry, on the other hand, was of opinion that this was 

/fA premature attempt; that policy required that the pe0-

ple should have some repose,af\er the fatigues and 
privations to which they had been subjected during a 
long and arduous struggle for independence. 

" The advocates of the bill, in committee of the 
whole house, used their utmost efforts, and were suc
cessful in conforming it to their views, by such a ma
jority (say thirty) as seemed to insure its pa88age. When 
the committee rose, the bill was instantly reported to 
the house; when Mr. Henry, who had been excited 
and roused by his recent defeat, came forward again ill 
all the majesty of his power. For some time after he 
commenced speaking, the countenances of his oppo-' 
Dents indicated DO apprehension of danger to their 
cause. 

"The feelings of Mr. Tyler, which were sometimes 
wann, could not on that occasion be concealed, even 
in the chair. His countenance was forbidding, even 
repulsive, and his face turned from the speaker. Mr. 
Tazewell was reading a pamphlet; and Mr. Page was 
more than usually grave. After some time, however, 
it was discovered that Mr. Tyler's countenance grada
ally began to relax: he would occasionally look at Mr. 
Henry; sometimes smile; his attention by degrees })e.. 

eam~ more fixed; at length it became Completely 80; 
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be next appeared to be in good humour; he leaned 
towards Mr. Henry; appeared charmed and delighted, 
and finally lost in wonder and amazement The pro
~ of these feelings WBB legible in his countenance. 

E-Mr. Henry drew a most affecting picture of the 
state of poverty and suffering, in which the people of 
the upper counties had been left by the w;y:J His de
lineation of their wants and wretchedness wu 80 

minute, 80 full of feeling, and with all 80 true, iliat he 
could scarcely fail to enlist on his side, every sympa
thetic mind. He contrasted the severe toil by which 
they had to gain their daily subsistence, with the faci
lities enjoyed by the people of the lower counties. The 
latter, he said, residing on the salt rivers and creeks, 
could draw their supplies at pleasure, from ~e waters 
that flowed by their doors; and then he presented such 
a ludicrous image of the members who had advocated 
the biD, (the most of whom were from the lower coun
ties,) peeping and peering along the shores of the 
creeks, to pick up their mess of crabs, or paddling off to 
the oyster rocks to rake for tMir doAly brecul,· as filled 
the house with a ro9[ of meniment Mr Tazewell laid 
down his pamphlet, and shook his sides with laughter; 
even the gravity of Mr. Page was affected; a COITe
sponding change of countenance8-prevailed through the 
ranks of the advocates of the bil~ and you might dis- , 
cover that they had surrendered their CRuse. In this 
they were not disappointed: for on a division, Mr. 
Henry had a majority of upwards of thirty against the 
bill." 

• At that day. (and perhaps still) the poorer people on tbe salt creeks, 
lived almost exeluaively on fisb ; passing wbole days, and sometimes weeks, 
without seeiDg • grain of bread. 
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If this be a fair specimen of the cases (as probably 
it is) in which Mr. Henry was accused of appealing 
improperly to local prejudices, the censure seems unde
served. It is obvious that the considerations urged by 
him, on this occasion, belonged properly to the subject, 
and that the appeal to local circumstances was fairly 
mad.. Candour will justify us in looking, with great 
dis~t, to the censures cast on this extraordinary man, 

............. by~Vals whom he had obscured. 
~WP the 17th of November, 1784, Mr. Henry was 

again elected governor of Virginia, to commence hill 
service from the 30th day of the same mon~ The 
communication made by him to the first legaslature 
which m~t after his election, is inserted in the Appendix; 
it is given at large, as a specimen of Mr. Henry's style 
in more extended compositions than have yet been sub
mitted to the reader, and for the further purpose of 
showing, that the objects with which a governor of Vir
ginia, acting within the pale~ the constitution, is con
versant in time of peace, are not suck as to shed much 
lustre on his character, or to solicit, very powerfully, the 
attention of his biographer." _ 

In examining the public archives of this date, there 
is a circumstance whose frequent and indeed constant 
l'eclUTence, presses itself most painfully on the attention: 
I mean the resignation of state officers, on the plea of a 
necessity to resort to some more effectual means of sub
sistence. It is not generally known, that the councils 
of Virginia were, during the period of which we are 
now speaking, enlightened and adorned by some of the 
brightest of her sons: much less is it known that they 

• See Appendix. Note B. 
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were «;hiven from those councils, by that wretched 
policy which has always regulated the salaries of offi
cers in Virginia. The letters of resignation, during 
the years 1784, 1785 and 1786, which now stand on 
the public files, afford the best comment on this policy. 
Virginia lost, during those years, the senices of such 
men as have rarely existed in this or any other country; 
and such as she can never hope to see again in her 
councils, until the system of penury shall yield to t:hat of 
liberality. At the close of the war indeed, there was 
some apology for this penury; the country was wretch
edly poor, and in debt But this cause has long since 
ceased, and with it also, should, cease the effect Vir
gi'nia is now rich, and may fill heMces with the Bower 
of her sons; but can it be expected that men who wish 
to live free from debt, and to leave their families inde
pendent at tbeir deaths, will relinquisb' the pursuits by 
wbich they are able to effect these objects, and enter 
upon 'a senice full of care, responsibility, and anxiety; Q. 

service whose certain fruits (if it be their only depend
ence) must be a life of pecuniary emb&lTassment; and 
(what is still worse) their wives and children after their 
deaths,. must be cast on the charity of a cold and un
feeling world? Ought such a sacrifice to be expected? 
and yet must it not be the inevitable consequence of 
an exclusive dependence on the salary of any office 
in Virginia, which requires talents of the highest 
order?" 

• How affecting ill that spectacle, which we have seen of a public officer, 
who, having worn out the prime and vigour of life in the service of hi a coun
try, instead of being enabled to retire, in old age, to the repose and ~ace 
which he has so juatly deserved,is compelled to toil onfor subsistence, though 
trembling, perhaps, under the weight of eighty winten, oppressed bY' 

Kk 
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These remarks are not foreign to our lltory; in the 
fall of 1786, while yet a year remained of his constitu
tional tenn, Mr. Henry W88 under the necessity of retir
ing from the office of ~ovemor. There never was a 
man whose style of living W88 more perfectly unosten
tatious, temperate, and simple; yet the salary had beea 
inadequate to the support of his family; and, at the end 
of two years, he found himself involved in debts which, 
for the moment, he saw no hope of paying, but by the 
sacrifice of a part of his estate. Let it be remembered, 
that this OCCUlTed in the year 1786; ahd let it be further 
k'emembered, that the salary W88 then very nearly what 
-it still remains! 

In consequence of Mr. Henry's declining a re-eIec-
lion, the legislature proceeded to appoint his successor; 
and then, on the succeeding 25th of November, the 
house of delegates came to the following resolution: .. 

"Resolved, tmaJRimously, That a committee be ap
pointed to wait on his excellency the governor, and 
present him the thanks of this house, for his wise, pru
dent, and upright administration, during his last appoint
ment of chief magistrate of this commonwealth; assur
ing him that they retain a perfect sense of his abiliti8\ 

debt, harassed by his creditors, with the certainty before him of dyiDc 
poor and involved; and leaving his pOBtenty. if he have allY. on the 
parish! How forcibly does it remind us of that pathetic ezc1amUioa rtf 
Wo1sey:-

'" 0 Cromwell. Cromwell, 
Had I but aerv'd my God, with half the zeal 
I sewd my king. he would not, in mine age, 
Have left me naked to mine enemies!" 

Is it in reference to the warm and generoua state of Virginia, tUt theM: 
reflections can be JDlde, IUd JDIde too with truth and justice! ! ! 
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in the discharge of the duties of that high aad important 
office, and wish him an domestic happiness, on his return 
to private life." , 

• 
To this resolution, Mr. Corbin, one of the com-

mittee, reported the following answer from Mr. 
Henry:-

" Gentlemen, 
" The hoUle of delegates have done me distinguish

ed honour, by the resolution they have been pleased to 
communicate to me through you. I am happy to find 
my endeavours to dischar.ge the duties of my station, 
have met with their favourable acceptance. 

"The approbation of my country, is the highest 
reward to whica my mind is capable of aspiring; and I 
shall return to private life, highly gratified in the recol
lection Qfthis instance of regard, shown me by the ~ouse; 
having only to regret that my abilities to serve my coun
try have come so short of my wishes. 

" At the same time that I make my best acknowledg
ments to the house for their goodness, I beg teave to 
express my particular obligations to you gentlemen, for 
the polite manner in which this communication is made 
to me." 

On the fourth of December in the same year, Mr. 
Henry was appointed by the legislature, one of seven 
deputies from this commonwealth to meet a convention 
proposed to b~ held in Philadelphia, on the following 
)fay, for the purpose of revising the federal constitu
tion. On this list of deputies" his name ltands next to 
that of him, who stood of right before all others in 
America.; the order of appointment, as exhibited by the 
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journal, being as follows: George Washington, Patrick 
Henry, Edmund Randolph, John Blair, James Madison, 
George Mason, and George Wythe. . 
• The same cause, however, which had constrained 

Mr. Henry's retirement from the executive chair of the 
. state, disabled him now from obeying this honourable 
call of his country. On his resigning the government, 
he retired to Prince Edward county, and endeavoured 
to cast ab~1t for the means of extricating himself from 
his debts. i. At the age of fifty years, worn down by 
more than twenty years of arduous service in the cause 
of his country, eighteen of which had been occupied 
by the toils and tempests of the revolution, it was na
tural for him to wish for rest, and to seek some secure 
and placid port in which he might 'repose himself from 
the fatigues of the storm. This however was denied 
him; and after having devoted the bloom of youth and 
the maturity of manhood to the good of his C[try, 
he had now in his old age to provide for his famil . 

" He Iwd never," says a correspondent," " in 
easy cir.cumstances; and BOOD after his removal to 
Prince Edward county, conversing with his usual frank
ness with one of his neighbours, he expressed his 
anxiety under the debts which he was not able to pay; 
the reply was to this effect: 'Go back to the bar; your 
t~ngue will soon pay your debts. If you will promise to 
go, I will give you a retaining fee on the spot' 

" This blunt advice, determined him to return to the 
practise of the law; which he did in the beginning of 
1788; and during six years he attended regularly the 
district courts of Prince Edward and New London." 

Direful must have been the necessity which drove a 

• Judge Winston. 
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man of Mr. Henry's disposition and habits, at his time 
of life, and tempest-beaten as he was, to resume the 
practise of such a profession as the law. He would not, 
however, undertake the technical duties of the profe. 
sion; his engagements were confined to the argument of 
the cause; and his clients· had of course, to employ 
other counsel, to conduct the pleadings, and ripen their ~~ 7( 
cases for hearing. Hence his practise was restricted to. I~_ 
difficult and important cases; but his great reputation 
kept him constantly engaged: he was frequently called 
to distant courts: theUght of his eloquence shone 1\t r / / 

every quarter of the state, and thousands of tongu .. ~ {.../ 
were every where employed in repeating the fine e~ 
sions of his genius. 

The federal constitution, the fruit of the convention 
at Philadelphia, had now come forth, and produced an 
agitation which had not been felt since the return of 
peace. The friends and the enemies to its adoption, 
were equally zealous and active in their exertions to 
promote their respective wishes; the presses through
out the continent, teemed with essays on the subject; 
and the rostrum, the pulpit, the field, and the forest, 
rung with declamations and- discussions of the most 
animated character. Every assemblage of people, for 
whatsoever purpose met, ~ither for court or church, 
muster or barbacue, presented an arerw, for the poli
tical combatants; and in some quarters of the union, 
such was the public anxiety of the occasion, that gen
tlemen in the habit of public speaking, converted them
selves into a sort of itinerant preachers, going from 
county to cOlmty, and from state to state, collecting the 
people by distant appointments, and challenging all ad
versaries to meet and dispute Witll t1lem, the propriety 
of the adoption of the federal constitution. All who 

• 
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sought to distinguish themselves by public speaking, aD 
candidates for popular favour, and especially the junior 
members of the bar, Hocked to these meetings from the 
remotest distances, and entered the lists with all the 
ardour and gallantry of the knights of former times, at 
their tilts and tournaments. Never was there a theme 
more fruitful of discussion: and never was there one 
more amply or ably discussed. 

Of the convention which was to decide the fate of 
this instrument in Virginia, Mr. Henry was chosen a 
JDember for the CO,UDty of Prince Ed~ard. Although 
the constitution had come forth with the sanction of the 
revered name of Washington, and carri~ with it aD 
the weight of popularity which tha.t name could not 
fail to attach to any proposition, it had not the good 
fortune to be approved by Mr. Henry. He was (to 
use his own expression) "most awfully alarmed" at the 
idea of its adoption; for he considered it as threatening 
the liberties of his country; and he determined there
fore, to buckle on once more lte armour which he had 
hung up in the temple of peace, and try the fortune of 
this, the last of his political fields. 
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SECTION VIII. 

(IRE convention met in Richmond on the 2d of June, 
1788, and exhibited such an array of variegated talents, 
as had never been collected before within the limits of 
the state, and s1Ich an one as it' may well be feared we 
shall never see again:) A few of the most eminent of 
these statesmen, ~till alive; of whom, therefore, 
delicacy forbids us to speak as they deserve. Their 
powers however, and the peculiar characters of their 
intellectual excellence are so well known, that their 
Dam~lI be sufficient to speak their respective eulo
gies. l.J!.e may mention, therefore, Mr. Madison, the . 
late president of the United States;' Mr. Marshall, the . ~7 I 
chief justice; and Mr. Monroe, now the presi~nt:Z 
What will the reader think of a body, in which me~i 
like these were only among their equals! Yet such i8j 
the fact; for there, were those sages of other days; 
Pendleton and Wythe; there was seen displayed, the 
Spartan vigour and compactness of George Nicholas; 
and there shone the radiant genius and sensibility of 
Grayson; the Roman energy and the Attic wit of 
George Mason was there: and there, also, the classic 
taste and harmony of Edmund Randolph; "the splendid 
conHagration" of the high minde~ Innis; and the 
matchless eloquence of the immortal Henry!* 

• The debate. and proceedings ofthia convention. by }bo. navid Robert
!lOll of Peterabmg, have pUled through two editions ; yet it is believed, that 
their circulatioa baa been.principally confined to Virginia; and even in thia 
ate, from the rapid prop_ of OIU' population, that book is supposed to be 
in. comparatively, few laands. Hepce it has been thought proper to give a 
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It was not until the 4th, that the preliminary arrange
ments for the discussion were settled. Mr. Pendleton 
had been unanimously elected the president of the con
vention; but it having been determined that the subject 
should be debated in committee of the whole, the house 
on that day, resolved itself into committee, and the 
venerable Mr. Wythe was called to the chair. .In con
formity with the order which had been taken, to discuss 
the constitution, clause by clause, the clerk now read 
the preamble and the two first sections;. and the debate 
was opened by Mr. George Nicholas. He confined him
self strictly to tlle sections under consideration, and 
maintained their policy with great cogency of argu
ment. Mr. Henry rose next, and soon demonstrated 
that his excursions were not to be restrained by the 
rigour of rules. Instead of proceeding ~ answer ~Ir. 
Nicholas, he commenced by sounding an alann calcu
lated to produce a most powerful impression. The 
effect, however, will be entirely lost upon the reader, 
unless he shall associate with the speech, which I am 
about to lay before Jtim, that awful solemnity and look 
of fearful portent, by which Mr. Henry could imply 

S110rt sketch of Mr. Henry's course in this body. It ought to be premised, 
Ilowever, that the published debate. have been said by those who attended 
the convention, to present but an impeded view of the disrussions of that 
body. In relation to Mr. Henry, they are confe88edly imperfect; the re
porter having aometimes dropped him in those paBssges, in which the readtr 
would be most anxious to follow him. From the skill and ability of ~ 
reporter, there can be no doubt that the substance of the debates, as well as 
their general course, are accurately preserved. The work is, therefore. a 
valuable repository of the arguments by which the constitution ... 
opposed on one hand, and supported on the other; but it must have beeu 
utterly impossible for a man, who poBBe88es the 8ensibility and high remJa 
for eloquence which distingujah the reporter, not to have been so far trail

sported by the excursion. of •• Henry's geniWJ, lUI sometimes, uncoasciously. 
to have laid down hiB pen. 



LIFE OJ' HENRY. S65 

even more than he expressed; and that slow I ~~tiqct, +.;, ' / 
emphatic enURcj@.!!.on, _ ~y, ~hich ,)le, neVer failed to move' " , 
the souls of his heven. - ----_ ... -

"Mr. Chairman-The public mind, 81 well as my 
own, is extremely uneasy at the proposed change of 
government Give me leave to form one of the number 
of those who wish to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the reasons of this perilous and uneasy situation-and 
why we are brought hither to decide on this great na,.
tional question. I consider myself as the servant of 
the people of this commonwealth-as a sentinel over 
their rights, liberty, and happiness. 1 represent their 
feelings when 1 say, that they are exceedingly uneasy, 
being brought from that state of full security which 
they enjoyed, to the present tklu.sfDe appearance 'qf 
thing,. A year ago, the minds of our citizens were at 
perfect repose. Before the meeting of the late federal 
convention at Philadelpbia, a general peace and an 
univenal tranquillity prevailed in this country--but 
since that period, they are exceedingly uneasy and dis
quieted. When I, wished for an appointment to thls 
convention, my mind was extremely agitated for the 
situation of public affairs. 1 conceive the republic to 
be in extreme danger. If our situation be thus uneasy, 
whence has arisen this fearful jeopardy? It arises from 
this fatal system-it arises from a proposal to change 
our government--a proposal that goes to the utter anni
hilation of the most solemn engagements of the states-
a proposal of establishing nine states into a confederacy, 
to the eventual exclusion of four states. It goes to the 
annihilation of those solemn treaties we have formed 

. with foreign nations. The present circumstances of 
France-the good offices rendered us by that kingdom, 

L I 
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require our most faithful and most punctual adherence 
to our treaty with her. We are in alliance with the 
Spaniards, the Dutch, the Prussians: those treaties 
bound us as thirteen states, confederated together. Yet 
here is a proposal to sever that confederacy. Is it po& 

sible that we shall abandon all our treaties and national 
engagements? And for what? I expected to have 
heard the reasons of an event, so unexpected to my 
mind and many others. Was our civil polity or public 
justice endangered or sapped? Was the real existence 
of the country threatened-or was this preceded by a 
mournful progression of events? This proposal of alter· 
ing our federal government is of a most alarming nature: 
make the best of this new government-say it is c0m

posed by any thing but inspiration-you ought to be 
extremely cautious, watchful, jealous of y.our bDerty; 
for instead of securing your rights, you may lose them 
for ever. If a wrong step be now made, the republic 
may be lost for ever. If this new government wiD not 
come up to the expectation .of the people, and they 
should be disappointed, their liberty will be lost, and 
tyranny must and will arise. I repeat it again, and I 
beg gentlemen to consider, that a wrong step made n.o,," 
wiD plunge us into misery, and .our republic will be lost. 
It will be necessary for this convention t.o have a faitb. 
Cul historical detail of the facts that preceded the session 
.of the federal convention, and the reasons that actuated 
its members in proposing an entire a1terati.on of g0-

vernment, and to demonstrate the dangers that await
ed us: if they were of such awful magnitude, as to 
warrant a proposal so extremely perilous as this, I must 
assert, that this convention has an absolute right to a 
thorough discovery of every circwnstance relative to 
this great event. And here I would make this inquiry 
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e»f those worthy characters who, composed a part of 
the late federal convention. I am sure they were fully 
impressed with the necessity of forming a great conso
lidated government, instead of a confederation. That 
this is a consolidated government, is demonstrably clear; 
and the danger of such a government is to my mind 
very striking. I have the highest veneration for those 
gentlemen; but, sir, give me leave to demand, what 
right had they to say, IDe, t~ peupk'! My political cu
riosity, exclusive of my anxious solicitude for the public 
welfare, leads me to ask, who authorized them to speak. 
the language of, IDe, t~ peqple, instead of, IDe, the stok8? 
StaRs are the characteristics, and the soul of a coofe
deratioo. If the states be not the agents of this com
pact, it must be one griat, consolidated, national guvem
ment of t~ peiYpk of all the states. I have the highest 
respect for those gentlemen who formed the convention; 
and were some of them not here, I would express some 
testimonial of esteem for them. America had, on a 
former occasion, put the utmost confidence in them; a 
confidence which was well placed; and I am sure sir, 
I would give up any thing to them; I would cheerfully 
confide in them as my representatives. But, sir, on 
this great occasion, I would demand the cause of their 
conduct Even from that illustrious man, who saved us 
by his valour, I.would have a reason for his conduct
that liberty which he has given us by his valour, tells me 
to ask this reason--and sure I am, were he here, he 
would give us that reason: bu! there are other gentle
men here, who can give us this information. Th£ pe0-

ple gave them no power to use their name. That they 
exceeded their power, is perfectly clear. It is not mere 
curiosity that actuates me-I wish to hear the re~ 
actual, existing danger, which should lead us to take 
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thOle steps 80 daDgerous in my conception. DiIorden 
have arisen in other parts of America; but here, *, 
no dangen, no insurrection, or tumult, hu happened
every thing haa been calm and tranquil But, notwitb
atanding this, tOe Me t«mdering on tI&e great OCNR oj 
huma", off'" I IItJe flO Itmdmark to gui.de u. We 
ani nmning we know fIDt tDAitMr. Difference in opiDioa 
has gone to a ~e of in1Iammatory resentment, ia 
different parts of the country, which has been 0cca

sioned by this perilous innovation. The federal COD-

vention ought to have amended 1M old ~or u.u 
purpose they were BOW!! delegated: the object of their 
mission extended to no other consideration. You m_ 
therefore forgive the solicitation of one unworthy mem
ber, to know what danger could have arisen under the 
present confederation, and what are the causeS of tbiI 
proposal to change our government?" 

This inquiry was answered by an eloquent speech 
from Mr. Randolph; and the debate passed into other 
hands; until on the next day, general Lee, in reference 
to Mr. Henry's opening speech, addressed the chair 81 

follows: 

" Mr. Chairman-I feel every power of my miJMI 
moved by the language of the hono1lqlble gentleJDaD, 
yesterday; The eclat and brilliancy which have diItiD
guished that gentleman, the honours with which ke .. 
been dignified, and the bplliant talenta which be ha .. 
often displayed, have attracted my respect and attentioa. 
On 80 important an occuion, and before so respectable a 
body, I expected a new display of his powers of oratory: 
but instead of proceeding to investigate the merita of 
the new plan of government, the ltJI1I'Ihy cIuJrader iJa.. 
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formed us of homJrB which he felt, of appre1umsionB in 
his mind, which made him trembliflgly fearfm of tilt 
/aJt of. c~ Mr. Chainnan, was it p~ 
per to appeal to·the fear of this house? The question 
before us belongs to the jtMJgm.enl of this house; I trust 
he is come to judge and not to alarm., I trust that he, 
and every other gentleman in this house, comes with a 
finn resolution, coolly and calmly to examine, and fairly 
and impartially to determine." 

In the further progress of his speech, general Lee 
again said, rather tauntingly, of Mr. Henry:-" The 
gentleman sat down as he began, leaving us to ruminate 
on the horrors with whjch he opened." 

Mr. Henry rising immediately after these sarcastic 
remarks, gave a striking specimen of that dignified sel(
command, and that strict and uniform deClYI"Um, by which 
he' was so pre-eminently distinguished in debate. Far 
from retorting the sarcasms of his adversary, he seemed 
to have heard nothing but the compliments with which 
they stood. connected, and rising slowly from his seat, with 
a countenance expressive of unaffected humility, he 
began with the following modest and' disqualifying 
exordium. "Mr. Chairman-I am much obliged to 
the very worthy gentleman for his encomium. I wish 
I tM8 possessed. of talents, or possessed of any tAing, 
that might enable me to elucidate this great subject 
I own, sir, I am not free from suspicion. I am apt to 
entertain doubts. I rose on yesterday, not to enter 
upon the discussion, but merely to ask a question which 
had arisen in my own mind. When I asked that ques
tion, I thought the meaning of my interrogation was 
()bvioos. The fate of America may depend on this 
question. Have they said, tee, the states'! Have they 



.270 SKETCHBS OF THE 

made a proposal of a compact between slate3. If they 
had, this would be a confederation; it is, otherwiBe, 
most clearly, a consolidated· gooemment. The whole 
question turns, sir, on that poor littk thiflg; the ex
pression, <,.ce, 1M people, instead of, the stales of 
AmericatJ 

lHt then proceeded to set forth, in tenible array, his 
various objections to the constitution; not confining 
himself to the clauses under debate, but ranging through 
the whole instrument, and passing from objection to 
objection, as they followed each other in his min9 
This departure from the rule of the house, although at 
first view censurable, was insisted upon by himself and 
his colleagues, as being indispeIisable to a just exami
nation of the particular clause under consideration; 
because the policy or impolicy of any provision, did not 
always depend upon itself alone, but on other provisions 
with which it stood connected, and indeed, upon the 
whole system of powers and checks that were associated 
with it in the same instrument, and thus fonned only 
parts of one entire whole. The truth of this position, 
in relation to some of the provisions, could not tie justly 
denied; and a departure once made from the rigour of 
the rule, the debate became at large, on every part of 
the·constitution; the disputants at ever:y stage, lookiDg 
forward and backward throughout the whole instru.
ment, without any controul other than their own dis
cretion. Thus freed from restraints, under which his 
genius was at all times impatient,' uncoupled and let 
loose to range the whole field at pleasure, Mr. HeDlJ 
seemed to have recovered, and to luxuriate in all the 
powers of his youth. He had, indeed, occasion for them 
all; for while he was supported by only three eJfective 
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auxiliaries, opposed to him stood a phalanx, most formi
dable both for talents and weight of character; and of 
several of whom it might be said, with truth, that each 
was " in hi'l1l8el/ a !wilt;" for at the head of the opposing 
ranks stood Mr. Pendleton-Mr. Wythe-Mr. Madison 
-Mr. Marshall-Mr. Nicholas-Mr. Randolph-Mr. 
Inni~Mr. Henry Lee-and Mr. Corbin. Fearful 
odds! and such as called upon him for the most strenuous 
exertion of all his faculties. Nor did he sink below 
the occasion. For twenty days, during- which this 
great discussion continued without intermission, his 
· efforts were sustained, not only with undiminished 
strength, but with powers which seemed to- gather new 
force from every exertion. All the faculties useful 
for debate were found united in him, with a degree of 
perfection, in which they are rarely seen to exist, even 
separately, in different individuals: irony, ridicule, the 
purest wit, the most comic humour, exclamations that 
made the soul start, the most affecting pathos, and the 
most sublime apostrophes, lent their aid to enforce his 
· reasoning, and to put to flight the argumentS of his 
adversaries. 

The objection that the constitution substituted a con
solidated in lieu of a confederated government, and 
that this new consolida~ed government threatened the 
total annihilation of the state sovereignties, was pressed 
by him with most masterly power: he said there was no 
necessity for a change of government, so entire and 
fundamental-and no inducement to it, unless it was to 

· be found in qus lIpler&did gooemmen.t, which we were 
told was to make us a great arul mighty people. " We 
have no detail," said he, " of those great considerations, 
which, in my opinion, ought to have abounded, before 
we should recur to a government of this kind. Here 
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is a revolution as radical as that which ae~ted us 
from Great Britain. It is as radical, if in this transi
lion our rights and privileges are endangered, and the 
sovereignty of the states be relinquished: and ·cannot 
we plainly see, that this is actually the case? The 
rights of conscience, trial by jury, liberty of the press, 
all your immunities and franchises, all pretensi0D8 to 
human rights and privileges, are rendered inaecure, if 
not lost, by this change so loudly talked of by SOIDt, 

and 80 inconsiderately by others. Is this tame reliD
quishment of rights worthy of freemen? Is it worthy 
of that 1Y fortitude that ought to characterize repub
licans? IHs said eight states have adopted this plan: I 
declare, at if twelve Btate3 and an holf had adopted 
it, I would with manly finnnes8, and in spite of au 
erring world, reject iVy ou are not to inquire how 
your trade may be increased, nor how you are to .. 
come a great and poweiful propllJ, but how your liberUa 
can be secured; for @Jerty ought to be the·dinct ,. 
of your government/Is it necessary for your ~ 
that you should abandon thOle great rights by the ad0p
tion of this system? Is the relinquishment of the trial 
by jmy, and the liberty of the press, necessary for your 
liberty? Will the abandonment of your most sacred 
rights tend to the security of your liberty? Liberty, 
the greatest of all earthly blessings---give U8 tIult pr&

MAs jetDel, and yoo fMy toke every thing else! But I 
am fearful I have lived long enough to become an old 
fashioned fellow. Perhaps an invincible attachment to 
the dearest rights of man, may, in these rejin£d, enIigId
ened days, be deemed old f~: if 80, I am COD

tented to be 80: I say, the time has been, when evf'l1 
pulse of my heart beat for American liberty, and 
which, I believe, had a counterpart in the breast of 
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'every true A.merican; but suspicions have gone forth
suspicioll8 of my integrity-publicly reported that my 
professions are not real-twenty-three years ago was I 
suppoSed a traitor to my country: I was then said to be 
a bane of sedition, because I supported the rights or 
my country: I may be thought suspicious, when I say 
our privileges and rights are in danger: but sir, a num
ber of the people of this country are weak enough to 
think these things are too true. I am happy to find, 
that the gentleman on the other side declares they are 
gotindless: but sir, suspicion is a virtue, as long as its 
object is the preservation of the public good, and as 
long as it stays within proper bounds: should it fallon 
me, I am contented: conscious rectitude is a powerful 
conaolation: I trust there are many who think my pro
fessions for the public good to be;l'6al. Let your sus
picion look to both sides: there are many on the other 
side, who possibly may have been persuaded of the 
necessity of these measures, which I conceive to be 
dangerous to your liberty. Guard with jealous atten
tion, the public h'berty. Suspect every one who ap
proaches that jewel Unfortunately, nothing will pre
serve it but downright force: whenever you give up that 
force, you are inevitably mined. I am answered by 
gentlemen, that though I might speak of terrors, yet 
the fact was, that we were surrounded by none of the 
dangers I apprehended. I conceive this new govern
ment to be one of those dangers: it has produced those 
horrors, which distress many of oW' best citizens. We 
are come hither to preserve the poor commonwealth of 
Virginia, if it can be possibly done: something must be 
done to preserve your liberty and mine. The confede
ration, this same despised government, merits in my 
opinion, the highest encomium: it calTied us through a 

111 m. 
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long and dangerous war: it rendered us victorious in 
that bloody conftict with a powerful nation: it has 
secured us a territory greater than any European mo
Darch possesses: and shall a government which has been 
thus strong and vigorous, be accused of imbecility, and 
abandoned for want of energy? Consider what yoo 
are about to do, before you part with this government 
Take longer time in reckoning things: revolutioll8like 
this have happened in almost every country in Europe: 
similar examples are to be found in ancient Greece and 
ancient Rome: instances of the people losing their 
b"berty by their own carelessness and the ambitioD of a 
few. We are cautioned by the honourable gendeman 
who presides, against faction and turbulence: I acknow
ledge that licentiousness is dangerous, and that it ought 
to be provided against: I acknowledge also, the new 
form of government may effectually prevent it: yet there 
is another thing it will as e1fectually do: it wiD oppres 
and ruin the people. There are sufficient guards placed 
against faction and licentiousness: for when power is 
given to this government to suppress these, or for aDJ 
other purpose, the language it assumes is clear, express, 
and uaequivocal: but when this constitution speaks of 
privileges, there is an ambiguity, sir, afatalambiguily, 
on ambiguity which is very astonishing!" 

(The adoption of the instrument had been maintain
ed upon the ground that it would increase our mi1i
tary strength, and enable us to resist the lawless ambi
tion of foreign princes:-it had been urged too, that if 
the convention should rise without adoptingtbe instru
m ent, disunion and anarchy would be the certain conse
quences} In answer to these topics he said-" Happy 
will you be, if you miss the fate of those nations, who 
omitting to resist their oppressors, or negligendysuft"er-
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ing their liberty to be wrested from them, have groaned 
under intolerable despotism! Most of the human race 
are now in this deplorable condition. And those na
tions who have gone in search of grandINr, pm»er, 
and splendour, have also fallen a sacrifice, and been 
the victims of their oWl) foDy. While they acquired 
those visionary blessings, they lost their freedom. My 
great objection to this government is, that it does not 
leave us the means of defending our rights, or of wag
ing war against tyrants. It is urged by some gentlemen, 
that this Dew plan wiD bring us an acquisition of 
strength, an army, and the militia of the states. This 
is an idea extremely ridiculous: gentlemen cannot be 
in eames TIriB acquisilion Will trample on your falJen, 
liberty! ~t my beloved Americans guard ~t that 
fatal lethargy that has pervaded the universe)' Have 
we the means of resisting disciplined armies, when our 
only defence, the militia, is put into the hands of con
gress? The honourable gentleman said, that great 
danger' would ensue, if the convention rose without 
adopting this system. I ask, where is that danger? I 
see none. Other gentlemen have told us within these 
walls, that the union is gone-or, that the union wiD be 
gone. Is not this trifling with the judgment of their fel
low-citizens? TiD they teD us the ground of their fears, 
I will consider them as imaginary. I rose to make in
quiry where those dangers were; they could make no 
answer: I believe I never shall have that answer. Is 
there a disposition in the people of this country to re
volt against the dominion of laws? Has there been a 
single tumult in Virginia? Have not the people of Vir
ginia, when labouring under the severest pressure of 
accumulated distresses, manifested the most cordial 
acquiescence. in the execution of the laws? What could 
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be more awful than their unanimous acquiescence un
der general distresses? Is there any revolution in Vir
ginia? Whither is the Bpirit of America gone'! Whitlw:r 
it the gem'" of America fled'! It tDa8 but ~ 
tDI&en OUI' enemies 'IIII1I'Chetl in trium.p1& tItrough 0lIl 

cwmry. Yet the ptople of IIai8 country eotM fIDI be 
appalItd by tIr£ir pompous armaments: IMy BIoppd 
tWr coreer, muJ, ~ captured tAem! Where 
is the peril now, compared to that? Some minds are 
agitated by foreign alanns: Happily for us, there is DO 

real danger from Europe: that countly is engaged-in 
more arduous business: from that quarter there is DO 

cause of fear: you may sleep in safety for ever for them. 
Where is the danger? If sir, there was any, I would 
recur to the American spirit to defend us-that spirit 
which has enabled us to sunnOUDt the greatest djffieal. 
ties: to that illustrious spirit I addres.tmy most fervent 
prayer, to prevent our adopting a system destructive to 
liberty. Let not gentlemen be told that it is not safe to 
reject this government. Wherefore is it not safe? We 
are told there are dangers; but those dangers are ideal; 
they cannot be demonstrated. To encourage us to 
adopt it, they tell us that there is a plain easy way of 
getting amendments. When I come to contemplate 
this part, I suppose that I am mad, or, that my country
men are so. The way to amendment, is in my c0n

ception shut. Let us consider this pkM, easy tJJ(Jy." 

He then proceeds to demonstrate, that as the CODSti
tution required the concurrence of three-fourtbs of the 
states to any amendment, it followed that six-tenths of 
the people, in four of the smallest states, (not containing 
collectively one-tenth part of the I population of the 
United States) would have it in their power to defeat 
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the most salutary amendments; and then asks, "Is this, 
sir, an easy mode of securing the public liberty? It is, 
sir, a most fearful situation, when the most contemptible 
minority can prevent the alteration of the most oppressive 
government: for it may, in many respects, prove to be 
such. Is this the spirit of republicanism? What, sir; 
is the genius of democracy? Let me read that clause of 
the bill of rights of Virginia, which relates to this: Sd 
Art 'That government is, or ought to be, instituted for 
the common benefit, protection, and security of the 
people, nation, or community; of all the various modes 
and forms of government, that is best which is capable 
of producing the greatest degree of happiness and 
safety~ and is most effectually secured against the dan· 
ger of mal-administration; and that whenever any govern· 
ment shaH be found inadequate, or contrary to these 
purposes, a majoiily of the ~ hath an indubi
table, unalienable, and ind~feasible right to refonn,· 
alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged 
most conducive to the public weal.' This, sir, is the 
language of democracy; that a majmWy oflhe cornrn.tmity 
have a right to alter their government when found to be 
oppressive; but bow different is the genius of your new 
constitution from this? How different from the senti· 
ments of freemen, that a contemptible minority can 
prevent the good of the majority? If then, gentlemen. 
standing on this ground, are come to that point, that 
they are willing to bind themselves and their posterity 
to be oppressed, I am amazed, and ine:epressibly 
astooiBIu!d! If this be the opinion of the majority, I 
must submit; but to me, sir, it appears perilous and 
destructive; I cannot help thinking 80; perhaps it may 
be the result of my age; these may be feelings natural 
to a man of my years, when the American spirit 'has 
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left him, and his mental powers, like the members Of 
the body, are decayed. If, sir, amendments are left to 
,the twentieth, or to the tenth part of the people of 
America, your liberty is gone for ever. We have heard 
that there is a great deal of bribery practised in the 
house of commons in England; and that many of the 
members_ raised themselves to preferments by selling 
the rights of the people. But, sir, the tenth part of 
that body cannot continue oppressions on the rest of 
the people. English liberty is, in this case, on a 
firmer foundation than American liberty. It will be 
easily contrived to procure the opposition of one
tenth of the people to any alteration, however judi
cious." 

<Mr. Pendleton had repelled the idea of danger from 
the adoption of the COD8titution~on the ground of the 
facility with which the peop~u1d recall their dele
gated powers and change their servants.-" We wiD 
assemble in convention," said Mr. Pendleton, "whoDy 
recall our delegated powers, or reform them 80 as to 
prevent such abuse, and punish our servants." b 
reply to this, Mr. Henry' said-" The honourable gen
tleman who presides, told us, that to prevent abuses in 
our government, we will assemble in convention, recaD 
our delegated powers, and punish our servants for 
abusing the trust reposed in them. Ok, sir, !De sIwuId 
M1Je.firw tif1l£B inked, if to punish tyrants, it tDere cmIg 
'1f£cessary to assemble the peopk! Your arms, wherel\ith 
you could defend yourselves, are gone! and you have DO 

longer an aristocratical, no longer a democratical spirit 
Did you ever read of any revolution in any nation, 
brought about by the punishment of those in potcer, 
infticted by those who had 00 potDer at aU'! You read 
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of a riot act in a country which is called one of the 
freest in the world, where a few neighbours cannot 
assemble, without the risk of being shot by a hired 
soldiery, the engines of despotism. We may see suc1& 
an act in Ammca. A stafllling army toe shall, hatJe 
also, to e:x:ecute 1M e:x:ecralk oommamfs of tyranny: 

-and how are you to punish them? Will yuu tmler tkm 
10 be punishal? Who sIwJ], obey these orders? Will your 
mace-bearer.be a match fur a distiplir&ed regiment? In 
what situation are we to be? The clause before you 
gives a power of direct taxation, unbounded and un
limited; exclusive power of legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, for ten miles square; and ooer all p1m:ea 
purclwsed fur tM erection of forts, magazines, anenal8, 
dlJck yards, 8rc. What resistance could be ~? TM 
oltem.pt tDl1Uld be madness. You will find all the 
strength of this country in the hands of your enemies; 
those garrisons will naturally be the strongest places 
in the country. Your militia is given up to congress 
also, in another part of this plan; they will, therefore, 
act as they think proper; all power will be in their own 
possession; you cannot force them to receive their 
punishment. " 

He continued to ridicule very successfully the allur
ing idea of the expected splendour of the new govern
ment, and the imaginary checks and balances which 
were said to exist in this constitution: "If we admit," 
said he, "this consolidated govemme~ will be be
cause we like a great spkndid one. /J.-&nne tlJay ur 
other we must be a great and mighJy empire; toe ~ 
1uJt,e.an army, and a oo"!/, and a number of thi~ 
When the American spirit was in its youth, the language 
of America was different: liberty, sir, was thet& the pri-
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mary objed."<And again: "This constitution is said 
to have beautiful features; but when I come to examine 
these features, sir, they appear to me honidly fright
ful! among other defonnities, it has an (JfJJfvJ squinting; 
it squiflts IotDardB mooIJf'ch~And does not this raise 
indignation in the heart of every true American? Your 
president may easily become king; your senate is so 
imperfectly constructed, that your dearest rigbts may 
be sacrificed by what may be a small minority; and a 
very small minority may continue, fur ~, unchange
able, this government, although horridly defective; 
where are your checks in this government? Your 
strong holds will be in the hands of your enemies; it. 
on a supposition that your American governors shall 
be honest, that aD the good qualities of this government 
are founded; but its defective and imperfect construc
tion, puts it in their power to perpetrate the worst or 
mischiefs, should they be bad men; and, sir, would not 
all the world, from tbe eastern to the western hemi
sphere, blame our distracted folly in resting our ~ts 
upon 1M contingency of UIJT n.ckrs being good ur bad? 
Show me that age and country, where the rights aDd 
liberties of the people were placed on the sole chance 
of their rulers being good men, without a consequent 
loss of liberty? I say, that the 'loss of that dearest pri
vilege has ever followed, with absolute certainty, every 
such mad attempt. If '!JUU'I .I1merican chUf be a ftI(DI 

of ambition a'nd, abiliIiu, Iww easy is it for him to ren
der himself absoluU! TM amty is in his hands; matl, 
if ~ be «man of address, it will be aJtached 10 mn.; 
and it tDiU be tIuJ subject of long meditation with kim 10 
seize the first auspicious moment to acc()11I,plish his dt
sign; and, sir, will the.l1merican spirit, solely, relieN 
you when this laappens? I would rather injinitely, and 
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I am sure most of this convention are of the same 
opinion, have a king, lords, and commons, than a go
vernment so replete with such insupportable evils. If 
we make a king, we may prescribe the rules by which 
he shan rule his people, and interpose such checks as 
shall prevent him from infringing them: but the presi
dent in 1M fold, at the head of his army, can prescribe 
the terms em which he shall reign master, so far that it 
will puzzle any .!1mmcan ever to get his neck from 
under the galling yoke. I canrwt, with patience, think 
tJf this Ulea. If ever he 'violates the laws, ODe of two 
things will happen: he will come at the" head of his 
army to carry every thing before him; or he will give 
bail, or do what Mr. Chief Justice will order him. If 
he be guilty, will not the recollection of his crimes 
teach ~im to make one bold push for the American 
throne? Will not the immense difference betweeB 
being master of every thing, and being ignominiously 
tried and punished, powerfully excite him to make this 
bold push? But, sir, where is the existing force to pun
ish him? Can he rwt at .the head of his army, beat 
dmcn every Oppositicm? .!1way with Y(JUr president; we 
shaU have a king: the qrmy will salute him mmw:rch; 
your militia will leave Y(JU, and assiSt in making him 
king, aM fight against YfJU: and what have you to o~ 
pose this force? lVhat will then become of you and 
your rights? Will not absolute despotism ensue?" 
[Here M,.. Henry strongly and pathetically expatiated 
on the probability of the presitlent's enslaving .!1merica, 
aM the horrid cunseqtumces that must result.] 

After the frank admission of the reporter, eXhibited 
by the words contairied within those brackets, that he " 
had not attempted to follow 1\Ir. Henry in this pathetic 
excursion, the reader will perceive, that it would be 

Nil 
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doing injustice to the memory of that eminent maD, to 
multiply extracts from this book, as specimens of his 
eloquence. The stenographer who should be able to 
take down Mr. Henry'S speeches, word for word, must 
have other qualities, beside the per(ect mastery of his 
art: he must have the perfect mastery of himself, and 
be able, for the moment, to play the mere automaton: 
for without such self-command, no man who had a hu
man heart in his bosom, could listen to his startling 
exclamations, or hOITOr-bre~~ing tones, without keep
ing his eyes immoveably rivetted upon the speaker. His 
dooiinion over his hearers was so absolute, that it WM 

idle to think of resisting him; you would as soon think 
of resisting the lightning of heaven. The very tone of 
voice, in which he would address the chairman, when 
he felt the inspiration of his genius rising-" Mr. 
Cbairman!"-and the awful pause which followed this 
call-fixed upon him at once every eye in the assem
bly: and then his own ropt cuu:nlenance!-those eyes 
which seemed to beam with light from another world, 
and under wh~se fiery glance the crest of the proudest 
adversary fell! his majestic attitudes, and that bold, 
strong, and vari~d action,' whicbspo1re forth with 80 

much power, the energies of bis own great 'Spirit, ren
dered his person a spectacle 80 sublime and so awfully 
interesting, that to look in any other direction when the 
spell was upon him, was not to be expected from any 
man who had eyes to see and ears to hear. Little cause 
have we therefore to wonder or to complain, that a gen
tleman of Mr. Robertson's lively admiration of genius, 
and of his quick and kindling sensibility, was some
times bedimmed by his own tears, . and at others, tom 
from his task by those master fligbts, which rushed like 
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a mighty whirlwind from the earth, and c.arried up 
every thing in their vortex. 
~he chief objections taken to the .constitution are 
reducible to the following hea~ 

I. That it was a consolidated, instead of a confede
rated government: that in making it so, the delegates 
at Philadelphia had transcended. the limits of their com
mission: changed fundamentally the relations which the 
states had chosen to bear to each other: annihilated 
their respective sovereignties: destroyed the barriers 
which divided them: and cOllverted the whole into one 
80lid empwe. To this leading objection, almost all the 
rest had reference, and were urged principally with the 
view to illustrate and enforce it. 

II. The vast and alarming array of specific powers 
given to the genenil government, and the wide door 
opened for an unlimited extension of those powers, by 
the clauses which authorized congress to pass aU laws 
necessary to carry the given plnlJef'S i~ effect. It was 
urged, that this clause rendered the previous specifica
tion of powers an idle illusion: since by the force of con- . 
struction arising from that clause, congress might easily 
do any thing and every thing it chose, under the pre
tence of giving effect to some specified power. 

III. The unlimited power of taxation of all kinds: 
the states were no longer to be required in their federa
tive charactel'8, to contribute their respective propor
tions towards the expenses and engagements of the 
general government: but congress 'Were authorized to 
go directly to the pockets of the people, and sweep from 
them, en masse, from north to south, whatever portion of 
the earnings of the industrious poor, the rapacity of the 
general government or their schemes of ambitious gran
deur might suggest. It was contended that such a power 
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could not be exercised, without just complaint, over a 
country so extensive, and so diversified in its produc
tions and the pursuits of its people: that it was impos
sible to select any subject of general taxation which 
would not operate unequally on the ditferent sections 
of the union, produce discontent and heart burnings 
among the people, and most probably terminate in open 
resistance to the laws: that the representatives in con
gress were too few to carry with them a knowledge of 
the wants and capacities of the people in the ditferent 
parts of a large state: and tliat the representation could 
not be made full enough to attain that object, without 
becoming oppressively expensive to the country: that 
hence taxation ought to be le~t to the states themselves, 
whose representation was full, who best knew the habits 
and circumstances of their constituents, and on what 
8ubjectR a tax could be most conveniently laid: Mr. 
Henry said that he was willing to grant this power con
ditionally; that is, upon the failure of the states to com
ply with requisitions from congress: but that the abs0-
lute and unconditional grant of it in the first instance, 
filled his mind with the most awful anticipations. It 
was resolved, he saw clearly, that we must be a great and 
splendid people: and that in order to be so, immense 
revenues must be raised from the people: the people 
were to be bowed down under the load of their taxes, 
direct and indirect: and a swann of federal tax gatherers 
were to cover this land, to blight every blade of grass, 
~nd every leaf of vegetation, and consume its produc
tions for the enrichment of themselves and their m .. 
ters: it was not contended, he supposed, but that the 

, state legislatures also, might impose taxes for their own 
internal purposes; thus the people were to be doubly 
oppressed, and between the state sheriffs and the federal 
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sheriffs, to be ground to dust: on this subject he drew 
such a vivid and affecting picture of these officers, en
tering in succession the cabin of the broken-hearted 
peasant, and the last one rifling the poor remains which 
the first had left, as is said to have drawn tears from 
every eye. 

IV. The power of r;lising annies and building navies, 
and still more emphatically, the controul given to the ge
neral govemm~nt over the militia of the states, was most 
strenuously opposed. The power thus given, w~ a part 
of the means of that aggrandizement which was obvi
ously meditated, and there could be no doubt that it would 
be exercised: so that this republic, whose best policy 
was peace, was to be saddled with the expense of main
taining standing annies and navies, useless for anf other 
purpose than to insult her citizens, to afford a pretext 
for increased taxes, and an augmented public debt, and 
finally to subvert the liberties of her people: her militia 
too, her last remaining defence, was gone. "Con
gress," said Mr. Henry," by the power of taxation
by that of raising an anny and Ilavy-and by their con
troul over the militia-have the sword in the one hand, 
and the purse in the other. Shall we be safe without 
either? Congress have an unlimited power over both; 
they are entirely given up by us. Let him (Mr. Madi
son) candidly tell me, where and when did freedom 
exist, when the sword and purse were given up from 
the people? Unless a miracle in human affairs shall 
interpose, no nation ever did or ever can retain its 
liberty, after the loss of the sword and the purse." 

The unlimited controul over the militia was vehe
mently opposed, on the ground, that the marching militia 
from distant states, to quell insurrection, and repel in
vasions, and keeping the free yeomanry of the COUDtry 
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under the lash of martial law, would in the first in
stance, produce an effect extremely inimical to the 
peace and harmony of the union; and in the next, ha
rass the Ilecrricultural body of the people 80 much, as to 
reconcile them, as a less evil to that c~ of nations, 
and bane of freedom, a standing army:-and secondly, 
this power was opposed, on the ground, that congress, 
under the boundless charter of constructive power 
which it possessed, might transfer to the president the 
power of calling forth the militia, and thus enable him 
to disarm all opposition to his schemes. 

V. The several clauses providing for the federal judi
ciary were objected to, on the ground of the clashing 

... jurisdictions of the state and federal courts; and second
ly, because infinite power was given to congress to mul
tiply inferior federal courts, at pleasure: a power which 
they would not fail to exercise, in order to sweB the 
patronage of the president, to thar own emolument; and 
thUs enable him to reward their devotion to his views, 
by bestowing on them and their dependents, tbose offi
ces which they had themselves created. 

VI. It was contended that t\le trial by jury was gone 
in civil cases, by that clause which gives to the supreme 
court appellate power over the law and the fact in every 
c:ase: and which thereby enabled that tribunal to aIlni
hilate both the verdict and judgment of the inferior 
courts: and that in criminal cases also, the trial by jury 
was worse than gone, because it was admitted, that the 
common law which alone gave the challenge for favour 
would not be in force,'as to tbe federal courts: and 
bence, a jury might, in every instance, be packed to suit 
the purposes of the prosecution. 

VII. The authority of the president to take the com
mand of the armies of the United States, in person, wu 
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·wanMyresisted: on the ground, that if he were a military 
c:haracter, and a man of address, he might easily con
vert them illto an engine for the worst of purposes. 

VITI. The cession of the whole treaty-making power 
to the president and senate, was considered as one of 
the most fonnidable features in the instrument: in as 
much as it put it in the power of the president and any 
ten senators, who might represent the five smallest 
states, to enter into the most ruinous foreign engage
ments, and even to cede away by treaty, any portion of 
the territory of the larger states: it was insisted, that the 
lower house, who were the immediate representatives 
of the people, instead of being excluded as they were 
\>y the cons~tution from all participation in the treaty .. 
making power, ought at least, to be consulted, if not 
to have the principal agency in 80 interesting a na
tional act 

IX. The immense patronage of the president was 
objected to: because it placed in his hands the means 
of corrupting the congress, the navy, and anny, and of 
distributing, moreover, throughout the society, a band 
of retainers in the shape of judges, r&venue officers, and 
tax gatherers, which would render him irresistible in 
any scheme of ambiti9ll that he might meditate against 
the, liberties of his country. 

X. The irresponsibility of the whole gang of federal 
efficers (as they were called) was objected to: there was, 
indeed, in some instances, a power of impeachment pre
tended to be given, but it was mere sham and mockery j 
since instead of being tried by a tribunal, zealous and 
interested to bring them to justice, . they were to try 
each other for offences, in which, probably, they were 
aU mutually implicated, 
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XI. It was insisted that if we must adopt a comtitu
tion, ceding away such vast powers, express and im
plied, and so fraught with danger to the libertie.s of the 
people, it ought at least to be guarded by a bill of rights: 
that in aU free governments, and in the estimation of all 
men attached to liberty, there were certain rights un
alienable-imprescriptible-and of so sacred a charac
ter, that they could not be guarded with too much can
tion: among these were the liberty of speech and of 
the press-what security had we, that even ,/rae sacred 
privileges would not be invaded? Congress might think it 
necessary, in order to carry into effect the given powers, 
to silence the clamours and censures of the people; and 
if they meditated views of lawless ambition, they ce~ 
tainlf will so think: what then would become of the 
liberty of speech and of the press? 
~everal objections of a minor character were urged; 
such as;) -.v 

I. Ttfat the ambiguity with which the direction for 
publishiug the proceedings of congress was expressed 
(" from time to time") put it in their power to keep the 
people in utter ignorance of their proceedings; and thus, 
to seize the public liberties "by ambuscade." 

2. That the IXth section of the I. article, profeaiDg 
to set out restrictions upon the power of congress, gave 
them by irresistible implication, the sovereign power 
over all subjects not excepted, and thus enlarged their 
constructive powers, ad infinitum. 

S. That congress had the power of involving the 
southern states in all the horrors which would result 
from a total emancipation of their slaves; and that the 
northern states, uninterested in the consequences of 
such an act, had a controuling majority, which possessed 
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&he power, and would not probably want the inclination, 
to eJfect it. 

4. That the pay of the members, was by the CODititlJ
tion to be fixed by themselves, without limitation or 
restraint. ", They may therefore," said Mr. HeDlY, 

~ "indulge themselves in the fullest extent. They will 
make their compensation as high as they pleue. I sup
,.,.e, if they be coed men, their own delicacy wiD lead 
them to be Mtilfted with wwderate~. But there is 
D() security for this, should they be otherwise inclined." 

Th_ objeotions, and many others which it were 
tedious to enumelW.e, were pressed upon tbe house day 
after day, with' all the powers of reasoning and of el&o 
qU8nce: and where argument and declamation were found 
unavailing, the force of ridicule was freely resorted to. 
Thus, in relation to the objection of conaoUdation, Mr. 
Madison had said, "There are a number of opinions as 
to the nature of the government; but the principal ques
tion is, whether it be a federal or consolidated govern-

- ment. In order to judge properly of the question before 
us, we Qlust consider it minutely in its principal parts. 
I conceive myself, that it is of a mixed na~:-jtis, 
in a manner, unprecedented: w~ cannot find one ex
press eumple in the experience of the world:-it 
stands by itsel£ In some respects, it is a government 
of a federal nature; in otJlers, it is of a consolidated 
nature." He then proceeds to point out and discrimi
nate its federal from its national features. Mr. Corbin, 
on the same side, expressed himself satisfied with Mr. 
Madison's definition of the instnunent; but begged 
leave to c..n it by another name, viz. "a repruen.taIive 
federol, govemment, as contradistinguished from a con-
federacy." 

Mr. Henry, in replyiDg to these gentJemen, says-
00 
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" This government is 80 new, " tDa"" a 'IJIJme! 1.,. 
ita other nm1eltiesfDere as hann1a8 as this. We are ~ 
however, that collectively taJren, it is without an eaIfII

pk!-that it is naIional in this part, andfederaJ, in that 
part, &C. We may be amused if we please, by a treatise 
of political lINllomy. In the brain, it is f'It.Itional: the 
stamina are f~ limbs are federal, otIun 
national. The senators are voted for by the state 
legislatures-so far it is federal. Individuals chOOl8 
the members of the first branch-here it is naIional. It 
is federal in confening general powers; but nt.ditmal in 
retaining them. It is not to be supported by the state&
the pockets of individuals are to be searched fer its 
maintenance. What signiJia it to me, tIuJt you hat1e 
the rrwst curious anatomical tkst;ription of it in its me
tUm'! To all the common purposes of legislation, it is a 
great consolidation of government. You are not to have 
the right to legislate in any but trivial. cases: you are 
not to touch private contracts: you are not to have the 
right of having armies, in your own defence: you caD

not be trusted with dealing out justice between man 3Ild 
man. What shall tIae IJtoUs have to do'! Takecare·tf 
the poot'---'t'epair and mnke hightDays-erect brit.fges
and 80 OR, and 80 on! Jl.bolish the state legislature; 01 
once. What purposes should they be continued' for? 
Owr legislatttre will indeed be a ltulicrous spedade-

'180 men, marching in solemn farcical procession, e:z» 
btting a mnumful proof of the lost liberty of their ooun
try, 'U1ithout the power of restoring it. But sir, we have 
the consolation, that it is a mi:.r:ed guoemment! that is, 
" fMy tOOrk sorely in your mck; but you will have some 
comfort by saying, that it tDa8 a federal gooemmenl in 
:~ft .• ,n -ongm. 

Notwithstanding this ridicule however, thrown on 
some of theil' arguments, Mr. Henry did not fail~ on 
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every proper occasion, to do justice to the great abilities 
and merits ofhis adversaries. To the eloquence of co]. 
Innis he paid a memorable tribute; and in one short 
sentence, sketched a picture of it 80 vivid, and so faith
ful, that it would be injustice to both gentlemen not to 
give it a place:-" That honourable :gentleman is en
dowed with great eloquence-eloquence splendid, mag
nificent. and sufficient to shake the human mind!" No 
circumlocution could have described with half the spirit 
and truth,. that rare union of pomp and power, which 
distinguished col. Innis; whose car of triumph was 
always a chariot of war; pugntB m pompce, pqriIer 
aptus. . 

One of the most singular instances On record of the 
fallacy of the human memory, occurred in . the course 
of these debates: this was in relation to the case of 
Josiah Philips, which has been already mentioned. Mr. 
Randolph, in answer to Mr. Henry's panegyrics on the 
constitution of the state of Virginia, brought forward 
that case in the following terms:-" There is one ex
ample of this violation (of the state constitution) in Vir
pua, of a most striking and shocking nature,-an ex
ample so horrid, that if I conceived my country would 
passively permit a repetition of it, dear as it is to me, I 
would seek means of expatriating myself from it A 
man who was then a citizen, was deprived of his life, 
thus:-from a mere reliance on general reports, a gen ... 
tleman in 1M I&ouBe of dekgates inforf1l£d th£ 1wtuJe, that 

. a certain man (Josiah Philips) had committed several 
crimes, and was nmning at large perpetrating other 

. crimes; ~ therefure, motJedfM' kooe toattaim him; he 
obtaitaed tIuJt kaw insttmtly; 110 IJO(JfI£f' did he obtain 
it, t1&o.n ~ drew from his pocket, a bill reaay written fur 
II&al effect; "tDa8 read three times in one day, and· Cal'-
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ried to the senate; I will not say that it pused the RIDe 

day through the aenate; but he was attainted ftI'J 
speedily and precipitately, without any proof better tba 
vague reports! Without being ~ toiIh .. t» 

t'UBtrS and uimaaeB; ~ • ~ oj callng 
fur~ ira his beIuJIf, MtoaI~ *' draIh, -
UfJI q/lertDanlB acIuDlly 6Ia'Uted. Waa this arbitrary 
deprivation of life, the dearest gift of God to man, co .. 
sistent with the genius of a republican govel'DDl8llt? II 
this compatible with the apirit of freedom? Tbia Iif, 
haa made the deepest imprellBion in my h~ and I 
cannot contemplate it without horror." Now the reader, 
by adverting to the statement which hu been aJreadf 
given of Philip's cue, and which is founded on record, 
will find that there is not one word of this eloqueat in-

. vective that is consistent with the facts. What makes 
the caae still more strange is, that Mr. Randolph; at tbe 
happening of the occurrence to ,which he alludes, held 
the double office of clerk of the hoUle of delegatee, and 
attorney general of the commonwealth; in the fint 
character, he had only 1m years before, been eIiciaDJ 
informed, that the bill of attainder had not been fo~ 
ed on report, but Oft a commuRicafton oj tAe gatJef'ffIII 

encIo8ir&g tire IetIer of 1M corr&fIIOIIding qfJicd qf 1M 
militia in the quarter which wu the theatre of PhilipI' 
ravages; that IItat Idler' had been in dtre form con ... 

. ted to U&e tDlwk houae on th.e IIIaIe oj the ~ 
",hole moluOOnB led to th.e bill in quesIion, and that the 
bill, it&stead oj being reaa three liMes iR one day, had 
been regvbiy, aM CICt'Of'ding 10 1M forms oj 1M 1wuee, 
read em Ih.ree BeM'Gl days j while in hiB charactel" 
of attorney general, he had himself tndtded aRfI ". 

eecvled P,.,. for kiglatlJay ~ hiM 
WI. lite ~, whose aames are given at the foot 
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of the indictment, still extant among our records, and en
dorsed in Mr. Randolph's own hand-writing; c~ 
Atm un tIuJt clUJrge, on which charge, and 00 which alone, 
Philipswasregulorlystmtencedande:eecuted. Yet, not only 
Mr. Randolph, but all the other members who had occa
sion to advert to the circumstance, and even Mr. Henry, 
on whom it is supposed to have been designed to bear, 
proceed in their several criminations and defences, 
upon the admission that Philips had fallen a victim to 
the bill of attainder. Had the incident been of a com
mon character, there would have been nothing strange 
in Its baving been forgotten; but it is one of 80 singu
lar and interesting a nature, that this total oblivion· of it 
by the principal actors themselves, becomes a matter of 
curious history.· 

The COtll'ention had been attended from its com
Ibencement, by a vast concourse of citizens of all ages 
and conditions. The interest so universally felt in the 
question itself, and not less the transcendent talents 
which were engaged in its discussion, presented such 
attractions as could not be resisted. Industry deserted 
its pursuits, and even dissipation gave up its objects, • 
for the superior enjoyments which were presented by 
the ball of the conftntion. Not only the people of the 
town and neighbourhood, but gentlemen from every 
quarter of the state, were seen thronging to the me
tropolis, and speeding their eager way to the building 
in which the convention held its meetings. Day after 
day, from morning tin night, the galleries of the house 

. were continually filled with an anxious crowd, who for
got the inconvenience of their situation, in the excess 
of their enjoyment; and far from giving any interrup-

• See Appenda, Note C. 
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tion to the course of the debate, increased its interest 
and solemnity, by their silence and attention. No 
bustle, no motion, no sound was heard among them, 
save only a slight movement when some new speaker 
arose, whom they were all eager to see as well 88 to 
hear, or when some master stroke oC eloquence shot 
thrilling along their nerves, and extorted an involuntary 
and- inarticulate murmur. Day after day, was this ban
quet of the mind and of the heart spread before them, 
with a delicacy and variety which could never cloy. 
There every taste might find its peculiar gratifica
tioll&-the man of wit-the man of feeling-the critic
the philosopher-the historian-the metaphysician
the lover of logic-the admirer of rhetoric--every mID 
who had an eye for the beauty of action, or an ear for 
the harmony of sound, or a soul for the charms of 
poetic fancy-in. short every one who could see, or hear~ 
or feel, or understand, might find in the wanton profu- , 
sion and prodigality oC that attic feast, some delicacy 
adapted to his peculiar taste. Every mode of attack 
and of deCence, of which the human mind is capable, 
in decorous debate--every species of weapon and 
annour, offensive and defensive, that could be used with 
advantage, from the Roman javelin to the Parthian 
arrow, from the cloud of Eneas, to the shield of 
Achil1es--all that could be accomplished by hUIDaD 
strength, and almost more than hUman activity, was 

, seen exhibited on that celebrated floor. Nor did the 
debate become oppressive by its unvarying fonnality. 
The stateJiness and sternness of extended argument, 
were Crequently relieved by quick and animated dia
logue. Sometimes the conversation would become 
familiar and 'Criendly. The combatants themselves, 
would seem pleased with this relief; Corget that they 
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were enemies, and by a sort of infonnal truce, put off 
their annour, and sit down amicably together to repose, 
as it were, in the shade of the same tree. By this agree
able intennixture of colloquial sprightliness and bril
liancy, with profound, and learned, and vigorous argu
ment-of social courtesy with heroic gallantry, the audi
ence, far from being fatigued with the discussion, look-
"'~ith regret to the hour of adjournment 

In this great competition of talents, Mr. Henry's 
powers of debate still shone pre-eminent They were 
now exhibiting themselves in a new aspect Hithem/ 
his efforts, however splendid, had been comparatively: 
short and occasional. In the house of burgesses in \ !A.-.' <. ~ 
1765, in the congress of 1774, and the state convention(l 
of 1775, he had exhibited the impetuous charge of the 
gallant Francis the first: but now, in combination wi!:( 
fiery force, he was displaying all the finn and dauntl 
eonstancy of Charles the fifth. No shock ofbis adver-
saries could move him from his gr~(C' His'resoUrces 
nev~I".filil~. !Jis eloquencewas poured from inexhausti-
ble fountains, and ·'assumed every variety of hue and 
Conn arl'd motioD;which could delight or persuade, in-
struct or astonish. . Sometimes it was the limpid rivulet, 
sparkling doWn the mountain's side, and winding its sil-
ver course between margins of moss-then gradually 
swelling to a .bolder stream, it roared in the headlong 
cataract, and spread its rainbows to the sun-now, it 
Bowed on in tranquil majesty, like a river of the west, , 
reflecting from its polished surface, forest, and cliff, ~d 
sky-anon, it was the angry ocean, chafed by the tem-
pest, hanging its billows, with deafening clamours, 
aDlQng the cracking shrouds, or hurling them in sublime 
defiance, at the storm that frowned above. 

Towards the close of the session, an incident occur-
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red of a character 80 extraordinary as to desene par
ticular notice. The question of adoption 'or rejectio~ 
was now approaching. The decision waa still uneer
tain, and every mind and every heart was filled with 
anxiety. Mr. Henry partook most deeply of this feel
ing; and while engaged, as it were, in his last effort, 
availed himself of the strong sensation which he kne'A" 
to pervade the house, and made an appeal to it which, 
in point of sublimity, has never been surpassed in any 
age or country of the world. After desen'hing, in 
accents which spoke to the 8Ou~ and to which every 
other bosom deeply responded, the awful immensity of 
the question to the present and future generations, and 
1he throbbing apprehensions with which he looked to 
the issue, he passed from the house and from the 
earth, and looking, as he said, "beyond that horizon 
which binds mortal eyes," he pointed-with a counte
nance and action that made the blood run back upoo 
the aching heart-to those celestial beings, who were 
hovering over the scene, and waiting with anxiety, for a 
decision which involved the happiness or misery of more 
than half the human race. To those beings-with the 
same thrilling look and action ....... he had just addressed 
an invocation, that made every nerve shudder with 
supernatural borror-when lo! a storm, at that instaDt 
arose, which shook the whole building, iIDd the spm .. 
whom he had called, seemed to have come at his bidding. 
Nor did his eloquence, or the stonn, immediately 
cease-but, availing himself of the incident, with a mu
ter's art, he ~ to mix in the fight of his retberial 

. auxiliaries, and,.'" rising on the wings of the tempest, to 
seize upon the artillery of Heaven, and direct its fiercest. 

,i thunders against the heads of his adversaries.){"'1 The 
\~ne became insupportable; and the house rOie/wi1;b. 
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out the formality of adjoUl1lJ!lent, the members rushing 
from their seats with precipitation and confusion.-

But all his efforts were in vain. Either the justice 
of the opposing cause, or the powers of his adversaries, 
or the prejudged opinions and instructions of the mem. 
bers, rendered his reasoning and his eloquence equally 
unavailing. Out of a house, composed of one hundred 
and sixty-eight members, the question of ratification was 
canied by a majority of tcn. Mr. Henry himself, seem .. 
ed to have a presage of this result After the storm 
which has been mentioned, colonel Innis, who, in his 
character of attorney general, had been hitherto attend
ing a court of oyer and terminer, came into the house! 
and the debate was renewed. Mr. Henry, in answer
ing him, closed the last speech which he delivered on 
the .fJoor, with the following remarks: 

CC I beg pardon of this house, for having taken up more 
time than came to my share; and I thank them for the 
patience and polite attention with which I have been 
beard. If I shall be in the minority, I shall have those 
painful sensations which arise from a conviction of 
being overpowered in a good cause. Yet, I will be a 
peaceable citizen! My head, my band, and my heart, 

. Bhall be free to retrieve the 1088 of liberty, and remove 
the defects of that system, in a CI1n8Iitt&tior& way. I 
wish not to go to violence, but will wait with hopes that 

• The words above quoted are tIulse of judfe Archibald Stuart; a rentJe
man who was present, a member of the convention, and one of those whQ 

• .oted apinst the side of the questiOn, supported by Mr. BeIU'f. The inci
dent as given in the text, is wholly founded on the statement. ofthoae who 
were witnesses of the scene; and by comparing it with the con-espondinc 
pasuge in the printed debates, the reader may decide how far these are to 
be relied on, as specimens of Mr. HeD1'f's eloquence. 

PP 
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the Spirit which predominated in the revolution, is net 
yet gone; nor the cause of those who are attached to 
the revolution, yet lost-I shall therefore patiently 
wait, in expectation of seeing that government changed, 
10 as to be compatible with the safety, liberty, and hap-
piness of the people." -

[The objections however, which had been urged, and 
the arguments by which they had been suppo~ al
though they had not succeeded in preventing the ratifi

:' tation of the constitution, had produced a very seriOUl 
. effect on the house. Before their final dissolution, 
they agreed to a bill of rights, and a series of amend-

~, , , i I ~ents (twenty in number) embracing and providing for 
, the objections of Mr. Henry and his associa~A copy 

of these amendments engrossed on parchment, and sip
ed by the president of the convention, was ordered to 
be transmitted to congress, together with the instru
ment of ratification. Similar copies were ordered .. 
be transmitted to the executives and legislatures of the 
several states; and fifty copies of the ratification and 
proposed amendments, were ordered to be strock 
for the use of each county in this commonwealth. 

Mr. Henry lost no ground with the people, at the time. 
for the part which he had taken on this occasion: aM 
when afterwards the constitution began to develope its 
tendencies by practical operation, so many of his pre
dictions were believed by a majority of the people of 
Virginia to be fulfilled, and so many more in a rapid 
progress of fulfilment, that his character for political 
penetration rose higher tJlan ever. That he had lost 
no ground at the time, two signal proofs were given in 
the session of assembly immediately following that of 
the convention. The latter body rose on the !7tb of 

" 
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June, and the assembly met on the 20th of October 
conowingo This interval had been too short to permit 
the subsidence of that high excitement, which the can· 
vass of the constitution had provoked; and the assembly 
was consequently discriminated by feelings of party as 
strong and determined, as those which had character
ized the convention itself. 

The constitution having been adopted by a sufficient 
number of states to carry it into effect, it became neces
sary at this session, to provide for its orgaaization, and, 
among other measures, to choose two senators to repra
Bent this state, in the congress of the V nited States. 
For this office, Mr. Madison was presented by those who 
were at that time distinguished by the appellation of 
flderaJisIs; by which nothing more was then meant, 
than that they were advocates for the adoption of the 
new federal constitution. The anti·federalists, on the 
contrary, wbo were alarmed by the vast powers which 
they considered as granted by the constitution, regardecl 
it·as a salutary check on the constructive extension of 
those powers, and as the best means of securing those 
amendments which they deemed essential to the liber
ties of the people, that the first congress should be 
~mposed of men of their own sentiments. In oppo
sition to Mr. Madison therefore, Mr. Henry took the 
unusual liberty of nominating two candidates, Mr. 
Richard H. Lee and Mr. Grayson; .,and, notwithstand
ing the great accession of character which Mr. Madison 
bad acquired by the ability with which he had espoused 
the ratification of the constitution, those gentlemen 
were elected by a considerable majority. 

At the same session of the asSembly, Mr. Henry, 
whose' mind seems to have been filled with the most 
oppressive solicitude by the unconditional adoption of 
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the constitution, and who brooded with cOIT~ndent 
anxiety, over the most effective means of procuring 
t.mendmenti, moved in the committee of the whole 
house, the following preamble and resolutions: 

" 'Whereas the convention of delegates of the people 
of this commonwealth, did ratify a constitution 01' (orm 
of government for the United States, refen-ed to them 
for their consideration, and did also declare that sunchy 
amendmenti to exceptionable parts of the same ought 
to be adopted; and whereas the subject matter of the 
amendments agreed to by the said convention, involves 
all the great, essential, and unalienable rights, liberties, 
and privileges of freemen; many of which, if not can
celled, are rendered insecure under the said cODStitutioD, 
until the same shall be altered and amended: 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that for quieting the minds of the good citizellS of this 
commonwealth-and securing dleir dearest rights and 
liberties-and preventing those disorders which mOlt 
arise, under a government not founded in the confidence 
of the people-application be made to the cODgreB8 of 
the United States, as soon as they shall assemble under 
the said constitution, to caU a convention, for proposiag 
amendments to 1he same, accordmg to the mode thereia 
directed. 

" Resol-red, Tbtt it is the opinion of this committee, 
that a committee ought to be appointed to draw up aDd 
report to this house, a proper illstrument of wri~ 
expressing the sense of the general assembly, and poiDt
ing out the reasons which induce them to urge their 
application thus early, for the calling the aforesaid CUD

\"eotion of the states. 
" Rcsolved7 That it is the opinion of this committee, 
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that the said committee ought to be instrncted to pre
pare the draft: of a letter, in answer to one received 
from his excellency George Clinton, esquire, president 
of the convention of New Y ork-and a circular letter, 
on the aforesaid subject, to the other states in the 
union, exprelmive of the wish of the general assembly 
of this commonwealth, that dley may join in an appli
cation to the new congress, to appoint a convention of 
the states, so soon as the congress shall assemble under. 
the new constitution. Z' 

These were eanied in committee,. and immediately 
reported to the house; when a motion was made to 
BIilend them, by striking out from the word "whereas," 
ad substituting, in lieu of the original, the following 
preamble and resolutions: 

" Whereas the delegates appointed to represent the 
good people of this commonwealth, in the late conven
tion held in the month of June last, did, by their act of 
the 25th of the same month, assent to and ratify the 
'CODlltitution recommeDded on the 17th day of Septem
ber, 1787, by the federal convention for the government 
of the United States, declaring themselves, with a 
solemn appeal 10 the Searcher of hearts for the purity of 
their intentions, under the conviction, C that whatsoever 
imperfections might exist in the constitution, ought 
rather to be examined. in the mode prescribed therein, 
than to bring the union into danger by a delay, with a 
hope ,of ebtaining amendments previous to the ratifica
tion.' And whereas, in pursuance of the said declara
tion, the same convention did, by their subsequent act 
of the 27th of June aforesaid, agree to such amend
ments to the said constitution of the government for 
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the United States, as were by them deemed neceS88I"J' 
to be recommended to the consideration of the con
gress, which shall first assemble under the said consti
tution, to be acted upon according to the mode pre
scribed in the fifth article thereof; at the same time 
enjoining it upon their representatives in congress, to 
exert all their influence, and use all reasonable and legal 
methods, to obtain a ratification of the foregoing aJtera.. 
tions and provisions, in the manner provided by the fifth 
article of the said constitution, and in all congressional 
laws to be passed in the mean time, to conform to the 
spirit of those amendments as far as the said constitu
tion would admit: 

" Resolved, therefore, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that an application ought to be made, in the 
name and on the behalf of the legislature of this c0m

monwealth, to the congress of the United States, 80 

soon as they shall assemble under the said constitution, 
to pass an act, recommending to the legislatures of the 
several states, the ratification of a bill of rights, and of 
certain articles of amendment, proposed by the conven
tion of this state, for the adoption of the United States; 
and that, until the said act shall be ratified in pursuance 
of the fifth article of the said constitution of the govern
ment for the United States, congress do conform their 
ordinances to the true spirit of the said bill of rights 
and articles of amendment 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that the executive ought to be instructed to transmit a 
copy of the foregoing resolution to the congress of the 
United States, so soon as they shall assemble, and to 
the legislatures and executive authorities of each state 
in the union." 
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On this proposal of amendment, a very animated 

debate ensued, which resulted in its rejection, and the 
adoption of the original report, by a majority of more 
than two for one. 

These two measures-the election of the senators 
named by Mr. Henry, in opposition to so formidable a 
competitor as Mr. Madison-and the carrying so strong 
a measure, as the call of a new continental convention, 
for the purpose of revising and altering the constitution
certainly furnish the most decisive proof, that his influ
ence remained unimpaired by the part which he had 
taken in the convention of the state. 

It was in the course of the debate which has been 
just mentioned, that Mr. Henry was driven from his 
usual decurum into a retaliation, that became a theme 
of great public merriment at the time, and has conti
nued ever since, one of the most popular anecdotes that 
relate to him. He had insisted it seems, with great 
force, that the speedy adoption of the amendments was 
the only measure that could secure the great and un
alienable rights of the freemen of this country-that the 
people were known to be exceedingly anxious for this 
measure-that it was the only step which could recon
cile them to the new constitution-and assure that public 
contentment, security and confidence, ·which were the 
Bole objects of government, and without which no 
government could stand-that whatever might be the 
individual sentiments of gentlemen, yet the wishes of 
the people, the fountain of all authority, being known, 

.they were bound to conform to those wishes-that, for 
his own part, he considered his opinion as nothing, 
when opposed to those of his constituents; and that he 
was ready and willing, at aU times and on aU occasions, 
,; to bene with, the utmost rkference, to the majesty of the 
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peopk"-A yOung gentleman, on the Cederal side of 
the house, who had been a member oC the late conven
tion, and had in that body, received, on one occasion, a 
slight touch oC Mr. Henry's lash, resolved now, in aD 

ill-Cated moment, to make a set charge upon the ve~ 
ran, and brave him to the combat He possessed Cancy, 
a graceCul atldress, and an easy, sprightly elocution; aod 
had been sent by his Catller (an opulent man, and an 
officer of high rank and trust under the regal govern
ment) to finish his education in the colleges of England, 
and acquire the polish of the court of St James; tJJIu!re 
he hml passed the whok period of the .american f'ftIOIu.. 
tWn. Returning with advantages which were rare in 
this country; and with the confidence natural to his 
years; presuming a little too far upon those advantages, 
he seized upon the words, "bow to the majesty of the 
people," which Mr. Henry had used, and rung the 
changes upon them with considerable felicity. He d& 
nied the solicitude of the people for the amendments, 
so strenudusly urged on the other side; he insisted that 
the people thought their " great and unalienable rights" 
sufficiently secured by the constitution which they had 
adopted; that the preamble of the constitution itBelf, 
which was now to be considered as the language of the 
people, declared its objects . to be among others, the 
security of those· very rights; the people then, declare the 
constitution the guaranty of their rights, while the gen
tleman, in opposition to this public declaration of their 
aentiments, insists upon hiB arnenil.rnenls, as Cum~ 
that guaranty; yet the gentleman tells us, that "he bows 
to the majesty of the people:" these words he accom
panied with a most graceful bow. "The gentleman, 
he proceeded, "had set himself in opposition to the will 
of the people, throughout the whole course of this traD8-
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action: the people approved of the constitution: the 
suffrage of their constituents in the last convention, had 
proven it-' the people wished, most anxiously wished, 
the adoption of the constitution, as the only means of 
saving the credit and the honour of the country, and 
producing the stability of the union: the gentleman, on 
the contrary, had placed himself at the head of those 
who opposed its adoption-yet, the gentlemnn is evm' 
ready and willing, at aU times and <m aU occasions, 
"to bow to the majesty oj tlte people:" (with another 
profound and graceful bow.) Thus he proceeded, 
through a number of animated sentences, winding up 
. each one with the same words, sarcastically repeated, 
and the accompaniment of the same graceful obeisance. 
Among other things, he said, "it was of little import
ance, whether a country was ruled by a despot, with a 
tiara on his head, or by a demagogue in a red cloak, a 
caul-bare wig, &c." (describing Mr. Henry's dress so 
minutely, as to draw every eye upon him) " although he 
sIwuld profess on all occasions, to bow to the majesty 
oj the people." A gentleman who was present, and 
-who, struck with the singularity of the attack, had the 
curiosity to number the vibrations on those words, and 
the accompanying action, states that he counted thirteen. \ 
of the most graceful bows he had ever beheld. The . 
friends of Mr. Henry, considered such an attack on a . 
man of his years and high character, as very little short \. 
of sacrilege; on the other side of the house, there was,: 
indeed, a smothered sort of dubious laugh, in which (' 
there seemed to be at least as much apprehension as \ 
enjoyment. Mr. Henry had heard the whole of it, I 

without any apparent mark of attention. The young i 

gentleman having finished his philippic, very much at 
least to his own satisfaction, took his seat, with the 

Qq 
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gayest expression of triumph in bis countenance
" Heu! Nescia mens Iwminum loti, sortisqr.w folum!" 
Mr. Henry raised bimself up, beavily and with affected 
~wkwardness-" Mr. Speaker," said he, "I am a plain 

"tnan~ and have been educated altogether in Virginia. 
My wbole life bas been spent among planters and other 
plain men of similar education, wbo bave never had 
the advantage of that polisb, wbicb a court alone caD 

give, and wbicb the gentleman over the way, has so 
happily acquired; indeed sir, the gentleman's employ-

, ments, and mine (in common with the great mass of his 
countrymen) bave been as widely different as our for
tunes; for while that gentleman was availing himself of 
the opportunity whicb a splendid fortune afforded him, 
of acquiring a foreign education, mixing among the 
great, attending levees and courts, basking in 1M 
beams of royal favuur at St. JatrWl', and exchanging 
courtesies with crowned heads, I was engaged in the 
arduous toils of the revolution; and was probably as far 
from thinking of acquiring those polite accomplishments 
which the gentleman has so successfully cultivated, as 
that gentleman then was, from sbaring in the toils and 
dangers in whicb his unpo1Ashed countrymtm were en
gaged. I will not therefore, presume to vie with the 
gentleman, in those courtly accomplishments, of which 
be bas just given the bouse 80 agreeable a specimen, 
yet sucb a bow as I call make, sball be ever at the ser
vice of the people" -herewith, although there was no 
man who could make a more graceful bow than Mr. 
Henry, he made one so ludicrously awkward and clown
ish, as took the house by surprise, and put them into a 
roar of laughter-" the gentlem8ll, I hope, wiD com
miserate the disadvantages of education under which I 
have laboured, and will be pleased to remember, that I 
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have never been a favourite with that monarch, whose 
gracious smile he has had the happiness to enjoy." He 
pursued this contrast of situations and engagements, for 
fifteen or twenty minutes, without a smile, and without 
the smaDest token of resentment, either in countenance, 
expression or manner. " You would almost have 
sworn," says a correspondent, "that he thought himself 
making his apology for his own awkwardness, before a 
full drawing-room at St. James'. I believe there was 
not a person that heard him, the sufferer himself ex
cepted, who did not feel every risible nerve affected. 
His adversary mean time, hung down his head, and 
sinking lower and lower, until he was almost conceal
. ed behind the interposing fonns, submitted to the dis
cipline as quietly as a Russian malefactor, who had 
been beaten with the knout, till all sense of feeling was 
lost" 

The documents reported and adopted by the house 
of delegates, in consequence of the foregoing resolu-
tions, are the fo))owing:-wbich are given because they , 
are said to be from the pen of Mr. Henry. 

" Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that an application ought to be made, in the name and 
on behalf of the legislature of this commonwealth, to 
the congress of the United States, in the following 
words, to wit: 

" The good people of this commonwealth, 

"In eonvention assembled, having ratified the con
stit1ltion submitted to their consideration, this legisla
ture has, ill conformity to that act, and the resolutions 
of the United States in congress assembled, to them 
tra.asmitted, thought proper to make the arrangements 
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that were necessary for carrying it into effect. Hav
ing thus shown themselves obedient to the voice of 
their constituents, all America will find, that so far as it 
depends on them, that plan of government will be car
ried into immediate operation. But the sense of the 
people of Virginia, would be but in part complied with, 
and but little regarded, if we went no further. • In the 
very moment of adoption, and coeval with the ratifica
tion of the new plan of government, the general voice 
of the convention of this state, pointed to objects no 
less interesting to the people we represent, and equally 
entitled to your attention. At the same time, that from 
motives of affection for our sister states, the convention 
yielded their assent to the ratification, they gave the. 
most unequivocal proofs, that they dreaded its opera
tion under the present fonn. 

"In acceding to a government under this impression, 
painful must have been the prospect, had they not de
rived consolation from a full expectation of its imper
fections being speedily amended. In this resouree, 
therefore, they placed their confidence-a confidence, 
that will continue to support them, whilst they haft 
reason to believe, they have not calculated upon it in 
vain. 

" In making known to you the objections of the pee; 
pIe of this commonwealth to the new plan of govern
ment, we deem it unnecessary to enter into a particular 
detail of its defects, which they consider as involving 
all the great and unalienable rights of freemen: For 
their sense on this subject, we refer you to the proceed
ings of their late convention, and the sense of this 
general assembly, as expressed in their resolutions of 
the day of--. 

". W e think proper, however, to declare that, in our 
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opinion, as those objections were nat founded on specu
lative theory, but deduced from principles which have 
been established by the melancholy example of other 
nations, in different ages--so they never will be remov
ed, until the cause itself shall cease to exist. The 
sooner, therefore, the public apprehensions are quieted, 
and the government is possessed of the confidence of 
the people, the more salutary will be its operations, and 
the longer its duration. 

" The cause of amendments, we consider as a com
mon cause; and since concessions have been made 
from political motives, which we conceive may endanger 
the republic, we trust that a commendable zeal will be 
shown for obtaining those provisions, which experience 
has taught us are necessary to secure from danger, the 
unalienable rights of human nature. 

" The anxiety with which our countrymen press for 
the accomplishment' of this important end, will ill ad
mit of delay. The slow forms of congressional discus
sion and recommendation) if indeed they should ever 
agree to any change, would we fear be less certain of 
success. Happily for their wishes, the constitution 
hath presented an alternative, by admitting the sub
mission to a convention of the. states. To this there
fore, we resort, as the source from whence they are to 
derive relief from their present apprehensions. We 
do, therefore, in behalf of our constituents, in the most 
earnest and solemn manner, make this application to 
congress, that a convention be immediately called, of 
deputies from the several states, with full power to take 
into their consideration the defects of this constitution, 
that have been suggested by the state conventions, and 
report such amendments thereto, as they shall find best 
suited to promote our common interests, and secure to 

f 
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ourselves, and our latest posterity, the great and un
alienable rights of mankind." 

Draft of a letter to governor Clinton on the same 
subject: 

" Sir, 
" The letter from the convention of the state of 

New-York, hath been laid before us, since eur pftSeIll 
sesaion. The subject which it contemplated, was takea 
up, and we have the pleasure to inform you, of die 
entire concurrence in sentiment, between that honour
able body, and the representatives in senate aad .. 
sembly, of the freemen of this commonwealth. The 
propriety of immediately calling a convention of the 
states, to take into consideration the defects of the COB

stitution was admitted; and in consequence thereof;, aD 

application agreed to, to be presented to the congress 
so soon as it shall be convened, for the accomplishment 
of that important end. We herewith transmit to your 
excellency, a copy of this application, which we request 
may be laid before y(,)ur assembly at their next meeting. 
We take occasion to express our most earnest wishes, 
that it may obtain the ~probation of New-York, aad. 
of all other sister states." 

Draft of a letter to the several states OIl the same 
subject: 

" The freemen of this commonwealth, in convention 
assembled, having at the same time that they ratified 
the federal constitution, expressed a desire that mar 
parts which they considered as exceptionable pans. 
should be amended-the general assembly, as weD from 
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.a sense of duty as a conviction of its defects, have 
thought proper to take the earliest measures in their 
power, for the accomplishment of this important object 
They have accordingly, agreed upon an application to be 
presented to the congress, so soon as it shall be assembled, 
requesting that honourable body to call a convention of 

. deputies from the several states, to take the same into 
their consideration, and report such amendments, as they 
shall thad best calculated to answer the purpose. As we 
conceive that all the good people of the United States 
are equally interested in obtaining those amendments 
that have been proposed, we trust that there will be 
an hannony in their sentiments and measures, upon 
this very interesting subject We herewith transmit 
to you a copy of this application, and take the liberty 
to subjoin our earnest wishes that it may have your con
~UlTence." 

. ~-In the two remaining years during which Mr. Henry 
continued a member of the assembly, I find nothing 
worthy of particular remark. In the spring of 1791, 
he declined ~ re-ele~tion, with the purpose of bidding 
a final adieu to public life: and although the tender of 
the most honourable appointments, the solicitations of 
his numerous friends and admirers, and ultimately, his 
own wishes conspired to draw him from his retreat, he 
never again made his appearance in a public character7 
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SECTION IX. 

(MR. HENRY still continued, however, rather through 
llecessity than choice, the practise of the law: and in 
the fall of this year, 1791, a cause came on, to be argued 
before the circuit court of the United States, in which 
he made what has been considered his most distin
guished display of professional talenyThis was the 
celebrated case of the British debts; a case in which, 
from its great and extensive interest, the whole power 
of the bar of Virginia was embarked, and which was 
discussed with so much learning, argument, and elo
quence, as to have placed that bar, in the estimation of 
the federal judges, (if the reports of the.day may be 
accredited,) above all others in the United States. 

The cause was argued first in 1791, before judges 
Johnson and Blair, of the supreme court, and G~ 
judge of the district; and afterwards in 1793, before 
judges Jay and Iredell, and the same district jndge~ ~Ir. 

Henry was one of the counsel for tile defendant, and 
argued the cause on both occasions. The deep interest 
of the question in a national point of view, and the 
manner in which it involved more particularly, the h~ 
nour of tile state of Virginia, and tile fortunes of her 
citizens, had excited Mr. Henry to a degree of prepa
ration which he had never before made; and he came 
forth on this occasion, a perfect master of every- prin
ciple of law, national and municipal, which touched the 
subject of investigation in the most distant point. 

Of the first argument, a manuscript report is still 
extant, taken in short-hand by Mr. Robertson, the same 
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gentleman who reported the debates of the convention 
of Virginia, in 1788. The second argument was not 
reported; because, as Mr. Robertson states, he was 
infonned by the coun~el, that it would be nothing more 
than a repetition of the first; and he adds, that he was 
afterwards told it was much inferior. What must we 
conclude, then, as to the powers displayed by Mr. Henry 
in the first argument, when, in the course of the second 
and inferior one, he extorted from judge Iredell, as he 
sat on the bench, the exclamation-" Gracious God!
he is an llI'o/m, indeed!" 

The report of the first argument, as deciphered by 
Mr. Robertson, from his stenographic notes, has been 
obligingly submitted to the author of these sketches, 
and he has extracted from it an imperfect analysis of 
Mr. Henry's speech. The report may unquestionably 
be relied on, so far as it professes to state the princi
ples of law, and the 81.Ibstance of the arguments, urged 
by the very eminent counsel engaged in the cause; and 
in this point of view, it is to be lamented that so valuable 
a work should still exist only in the fonn of a manu
script But, as a sample of Mr. Henry's peculiar and 
inimitable eloquence, it is subject to all the objections 
which have been already urged to the prlDted debates 
of the Virginia convention. This manuscript report 
bears upon its face the most conclusive proof of its 
inaccuracy in those passages, in which it attempts to 
exhibit either the captivating flights of Mr. Henry's 
fancy, or those unexpected and overwhelming assaults 
which he made upon the hearts of his judges; for in 
aU such passages, (it is believed, without an exception,) 
the pen has been drawn through the sentence, as origi
nally written, in such a manner, however, as to leave 
the words· still legible ; while the same thought, or some-

Ilr 
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thing like it, has been interlined in other words; and 
even the interlineations themselves, are oftener than 
otherwise, erased, altered, and farther interlined, for 
the purpose of seeking to amend the expression: 80 

that, in casting one's eyes over the manuscript report 
of Mr. Henry's speech, in order to single out the most 
brilliant passages, those which are the most blotted and 
blurred by erasures and interlineations, may be selected 
at once, without the hazard of mistake. Hence it is 
obvious, that the reporter had not, in his stenographic 
notes, the very erpression of the spe8ker; but some 
hint merely, of the thought, which he was afterwards 
unable to fill up to his own satisfaction. If farther 
evidence on this subject were required, it is found iD 
this circumstance; that on reading Mr. Robert80n's 
imitations of the splendid parts of Mr. Henrrs speech, 
to several of those who heard it delivered, there has 
not been one who bas not turned off from the recital, 
with the strongest expressions of disappointment, and in 
several instanceS corrected by memory the language of 
the reporter. 

This explanation is equally due to the memory of Mr. 
Henry, to the reader, and the author; for the author is 
fully aware that if the truth of the general character 
which he hal attempted to give of Mr. Henry's eJo
quence, shall be tested by those imperfect specimens to 
which, for want of more accurate ones, he has been c0m

pelled to resort, discredit will be thrown upon the whole 
work, and it will be regarded, rather as romance than 
history. But the ingenuous and candid reader will look 
beyond those poor and wretched imitations, and my own 
equally poor and wretched descriptions, to that proof of 
Mr. Henry's eloquence which is furnished by its practi
cal effects. Can there be any doubt of the supreme 
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eloquence of that man who awakened and hushed, at 
his pleasure, "the stormy wave of the multitude?" who, 
by his powers of speech, roused the whole American 
people, from north to south? put the revolution into 
motion and bore it upon his shoulders, as Atlas is 
said to do the heavens? to whose charms of persuasion, 
not the rabble merely, but all ranks of society have 
borne the most unanimous evidence? who moved, not 
merely the populace, the rocks and stones of the field, 
but "by the summit took the mountain oak, and 
and made him stoop to the plain?"-Instead then, of 
comparing our descriptions of Mr. Henry's eloquence, 
with the specimens which his reporters have made of 
it, let the reader compare that description with the 
effects which it actually wrought, and the universal tes
timony which is borne to it, by the rapturous admiration 
of every one who ever had the happiness to hear him j 
and the author, so far from being afraid of the charge 
of exaggeration, will be apprehensive only, of that of 
presumption, in attempting a description of powers so 
perfectly undescribable. 

But to return to his argument in the case of the 
British debts. In order to render intelligible the analysis 
which we propose to give to the reader, it will be neces
sary to prefix to it, a statement of the case, of the plead- • 
ings, and the points made in argument, by the opening 
copDsel. 
LlVilIiam Jones, a British subject, as su"iving partner 

of the mercantile house of Farrell and Jones, brought an 
action of debt, in the federal court at Richmond, against 
doctor Thomas Walker, of the county QfAlbemay-JeJ in 
Vil]@t~on a bond which bore date before the revOTu
donary war; to wit, on the lIth of May, 1772. > To this 
action the defendant pleaded five several pleis: 
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I. The first was, the plea of payment generally, on 
which the plaintiff took issue; but it was not tried, the 
cause having gone off on the demurrers growing out of 
the subsequent pleadings. 

2. In his second plea, the defendant relies on the act 
of sequestration passed by the legislature of Virginia 
during the revolutionary war, to wit, on the 20th of 
October, 1777; by which it was enacted, that "it should 
be lawful for any citizen of this commonwealth, owing 
money to a subject of Great Britain, to pay the same, or 
any part thereof, from time to time, as he should thiDt 
fit, into the loan office of the state; taking thereout a CeJlo 

tificate for the same in the name of the creditor, with 
an indorsement under the hand of the commissioner of 
the loan office, expressing the name of the payee, deli
vering such certificate to the governor and council, 
,chose receipt should disclwrge him from 80 much oj. 
debt:"-and the defendant exhibits the governor's re
ceipt for 2151l. 18s. which he offers in bar, to so much 
of the plaintiff's demand. 

3. In his third plea, he sets out the act of forfei~ 
passed by the assembly on the 3d of May, 1779, where
by it was, among other things, enacted, "that all the 
property, real and personal, within the commonwealth, 
belonging at that time to any British subject should be 
deemed to be vested in the commonwealth;" as also the 
act of the 6th of May, 1782, whereby it was enacted, 
"that no demand whatsoever, originally due to a sub
ject of Great Britain, should be recoverable in any court 
in this commonwealth, although the same might be 
transferred to a citizen of this state, or to any other per
son capable of maintaining such action, unless the 
assignment had been or might be made for a valuable 
consideration bona.fide paid before the first" of May, 
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1777:" and the plea wists, that the debt in the de({la
ration mentioned, was personal property of a British 
subject, forfeited to the commonwealth under the 
first mentioned act, and a demand, whose recovery in 
the courts of the commonwealth, was barred by the 
last 

4. The fourth plea takes' the ground, that the king 
of Britain and his subjects were still alien enemies, and 
that the state of war still continued, on the ground of 
the several direct violations of the definitive treaty of 
peace, which follow:-l. In continuing to carry off the 
negroes in his possession, the property of American 
citizens, and refusing to deliver them, or permit the 
owners to take them, according to the express stipula
tions of that treaty:-2. In the forcible detention of the 
forts Niagara and Detroit, and the adjacent territory:-
5. In supplying the Indians, who were at war with the 
UnUed States, with arms and ammunition, furnished 
within the territories of the United States, to wit, at the 
forts Detroit and Niagara, and at other forts and sta
tions forcibly held by the troops and armies of the 
king, within the United States, and in purchasing from 
the Indians, within the territories aforesaid, the plunder 
taken by them in war, from the United States, and the 
persons of American citizens made prisoners; which 
several infractions, the plea contends, had abolished 
the treaty of peace, and placed Great Britain and the 
United States, in a state of war; and that hence, the 
plaintiff, being an alien enemy, had no right to sue in 
the courts of the United States. 

5. The fifth plea sets forth, that at the time of con
tracting the debt in the declaration mentioned, the. 
plaintiff and the defendant were fellow-subjects of the 
same kmg and government: that on the fourth of July 
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1776, the government of the British monarch in this 
country was dissolved, and the ccrallegiance of the par
ties severed; whereby the plea contends, that the debt 
in the declaration mentioned was annulled. 

To the second plea the plaintift'replied, insisting on 
the treaty of peace of 1783, whereby it was stipulated 
that creditors on either side should meet with no lawful 
impediment to the recovery of the full value, in sterling 
money, of all bema jUle debts, theretofore contracted; 
and also on the constitution of the United States of 
1787, by which it had been expressly declared, that 
treaties which were tJren, made, or which should tkrt
after be made, under the authority of the United States, 
should be tlu! supreme law of the larul, any thing in the 
constitution, or the laws of any state to the oonImry 
'Iwtwitludanding. 

The defendant rejoined, that the treaty bad heeD 
annulled by the infractions of it on the part of Great 
Britain, and so could not aid the cause of the plaintift";
and farther, that the debt in the declaration mentioned 
was not bema fole due, and owing to the plaintiff at the 
date oftbe treaty, in so much as the same (or at least 
2151l. ISs. of it) had been discharged by the payment 
set forth in the second plea; and hence that it was not 
a subsisting debt, within the terms and provisions of the 
treaty. 

To tbis rejoinder, as also to the third, fourth, and 
fifth pleas of the defendant, the plaintiff demurred; and 
the cause came on to be argued, 00. these demUlTell, 
at Richmond on the 24th of November 1791. 

The Virginian reader will readily estimate the splen
dour and power of the discussion in this case, when he 
learns the names of the counsel engaged in it: on the 
part of the plaintiff then, were Mr. Ronald, Mr. Baker .• 
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Mr. Wickham, and Mr. Starke; and on that of the 
defendant, Mr. Henry, Mr. Marshall, (the present chiet 
justice of the United States) Mr. Alexander Campbell, 
Mr. Innis, the attorney general of Virginia: I mention 
their names in the order in which they spoke on their 
respective sides. 

The cause was opened with great fairness and abi
lity, by Mr. Ronald and Mr. Baker, in succession; they 
were answered by all the counsel of the defendant; and 
Mr. Wickham, Mr. Starke, and Mr. B~er were" heard 
in the reply. 

The opening counsel made the following points: 
First, That debts were not a subject of confiscation, 

in war. 
Secondly, That if they were, Virginia at the time of 

passing the acts relied on by the defendant, was not a 
sovereign and independent state; Great Britain, not 
having at that time assented to her independence; and 
hence, that she had not the power of legislating away 
the debts of fellow-subjects, not represented in her 
legislative councils-which councils were themselves, a 
usurpation, in the eye of the law. 

Thirdly, That if debts were subject to confiscation, 
and Virginia were competent to pass laws to that effect, 
she had not done so; and Mr. Baker, particularly, en
tered into a minute and ingenious scrutiny of the lan
guage of the several acts of assembly, to prove that, so 
far from having been forfeited, the debts were re
cognized as existing British debts down to the year 
1782. ' 

Fourthly, That if all these points were against the 
plaintiff, the right of recovering those debts was re
stored by the treaty of 1783, and the constitution of 
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the United States, which recognized that treaty as the 
supreme law of the land; and, 

Fifthly, That the alleged infractions of the treaty on 
the part of Great Britain, did not produce the effect of 
abolishing the treaty; that this was a national concern, 
with which the individual plaintiff and defendant bad 
nothing to do; that the question of infraction was one 
to be decided by the supreme power of the nation only, 
and one of which the court could not, with any pro
priety, take cogoizanctr. 

Mr. Baker closed his opening speech on Thursday 
evening the 24th of November, and it was publicly 
understood that Mr. Henry was to commence his reply 
on the next day. The legislature was then in session; 
but when ]] o'clock, the hour for the meeting of the 
court, arrived, the speaker found himself without a 
house to do business. All his authority and that 
of his sergeant at arms were unavailing to keep the 
members in their seats; every consideration of public 
duty yielded to the -anxiety which they felt, in common 
with the rest of their fellow-citizens, to hear this great 
man 011 this truly great and extensively interesting 
question. Accordingly, when the court was ready to 
proceed to business, the court room of the capitol, large 
as it is, was insufficient to contain the vast concourse 
that was pressing to enter it. The portico, and the area 
in which the statue of Washington stands, were filled 
with a disappointed crowd, who nevertheless maintained 
their stand without. In the c0!lrt room itself, the judges, 
through condescension to the public anxiety, relaxed 
the rigour of respect which they were in the habit of 
exacting, and permitted the vacant seats of the bench, 
and even the windows behind it, to be occupied by the 



LIn OF HENRY. 821 

impatient multitude. The noise and tumult occasioned 
by seeking a more favourable station was at length 
hushed, and the profound silence which reigned within 
the room gave notice to those without, that the orator 
had risen, or was on the point of rising. Every eye in 
front of the bar was rivetted upon him with the most 
eager attention: and 80 still and deep was the silence, 
that every one might hear the throbbing of his own 
heart. Mr. Henry however, appeared wholly uncon
scious that aU this preparation was on his account, and 
rose with as mu.ch simplicity and composure, as if the 
occasion bad been one of ordinary occurrence. No
thing can be mory plain, modest, and unaffected, than 
his exordium:-U stand here, may it please your ho
nours, to support according to my power, that side of 
the question which respects the American debto»' beg 
leave to beseech the patience of this honourable court; 
'because the subject is very great and important, and 
because • have not only the greatness of the subject to 
consider, but those numerous observations which have 
come from the opposing counsel to answer. Thus 
therefore, the matter proper for my discussion is 
unavoidably accumulated. Sir, there is a circumstance 
in this case, that is more to be deplored than that which 
I have just mentioned; and that is this:-Those animo
sities, which the injustice of the British I)ation hath 
produced, and which I had well hoped would never 
again be the subject of discussion, are necessarily 
brought forth. The conduct of that nation, which bore 
so hard upon us in the late contest, becomes once more 
the subject of investigation. I know, sir, how well it 
becomes a liberal man and a Christian to forget and to 
forgive. As individuals, professing a holy religion, it is 
our bounden duty to forgi~ injuries done us as indi-

88 
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vi4uals. But, when to the character of Christian you 
add the character of patriot, you are in a different sin. 
tion. Our mild and holy system of religion inculcates 
an admirable maxim of forbearance. If your enemy 
8D1ites one cheek, turn the other to him. But you must 
stop there. You cannot· apply this to your country. 
As members of a social community, this maxim does 
not apply to you. When you consider injuries done to 
your country, your political duty tells you of vengeance. 
Forgive as a private man, but never forgive public inju
ries. Observations of this nature are exceedingly un
pleasant, but it is my duty to use them." 

With the same primeval simplicity, he enters upon 
. the argument; not making a formal division of the whole 
subject, but merely announcing the single proposition 
which he was about to maintain, for the time; thus, im
mediately after the exordium which has been quoted, he 
proceeds thus: 

" The first point which I shall endeavour to establish 
will be, that debts, in common wars, become subject to 
forfeiture; and if forfeited in common wars, much more 
must they be so, in a revolution war, as the late contest 
was. In considering this subject, it will be necessary to 
define what a debt is.-I mean by it an engagement, or 
promise by one man to pay to another, for a valuable 
consideration, an adequate price. By a contract thus 
made, for a valuable consideration, there arises what, 
in the law phrase is called a lien, on the body and goock 
of the promissor or debtor. This interest which the 
creditor becomes entitled to, in the goods and body of 
his debtor, is such as may be taken from the creditor, if 
he be found the subject of a hostile country. This 
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position is supported by the following authoritie:t." 
He then cites and reads copious extracts from Gro
tius and Vattel, which seem to support his position .de
cisively-and then proceeds thus: "This authority 
decides in the most clear and satisfactory manner, that, 
asa nation, we had powers as extensive and unlimited 
as any nation on earth. This great writer, after stating 
the equality and independence of nations, and who are, 
and who are not enemies, does away the distiBction 
between corporeal and incorporeal rights, and declares 
that war gives the same right ooer the debts, as over the 
other goods of an enemy.' He iUustrates his doctrine 
by the instance of Alexander's remitting to the Thessa
lians, a debt due by them to the Theban common
wealth-This is a case in point-For supposing the 
subjects of Alexander had been indebted to the The
bans, might he not have remitted the debts due' by 
them to that people, as well as the debts due them by 
his allies, the Thessalians? Let me not be told that he 
was entitled to the goods of the Thebans, because he 
had conquered them. Hhe could remit a debt due by 
those whose claim of friendship was so inferior, 'those 
who were only attached to hilI:' by the feeble ties of 
eontingent and temporary alliance-if his Macedonians, 
his immediate and natural subjects, were indebted to 
the Thebans, could he not have remitted their debts? 
This author states in clear, unequivocal terms, by fair 
inference and unavoidable deduction, that when two 
nations are at war, either nation has a right, according 
to the laws of nature and nations, to remit to its own 
citizens, debts which they may owe to the enemy. If 
this point wanted further elucidation-it is pointedly 
proved by the authority which I first quoted from Gro
tius, that it is an inseparable concomitant of sovereign 
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power, that debts, and contracts similar to those which 
existed in America, at the time the war with Great 
Britain broke out, may, in virtue of the eminent domaiII 
or right, be cancelled and destroyed. ' ./I. king I.as a 
greater rigid in the goods of hia subjecU, for 1M public 
GdtKIntage, IIwft the proprietors themae.... .II.Dd ... 
lie e:cigent:y of the slate requires tJ Bt.IfIPly, ewry --" 
more obliged to contribute IotmnfB it, ,han to IIIIiI.fy ,.. 
t:reditorB. The sovereign may discharge a dehter &om 
tIu! obligation, of payirag, eiIJ&er fur tJ cerfGin __ or/« 
BNr.' What language can be more expressive thaD this? 
Can the mind of man conceive any thing more compre
hensive? Righbl are of two sorb!, private and iDferior
or eminent and superior, such as the community hold 
over the persons and estates of ibl memben for the 
common benefit The latter is paramount to the for&. 
mer.-A king or chief of a nation, bas a greater right 
than the owner himself, over any property in the nation. 
The individual who owns private property canDot cJi&. 
pose of it, contrary to the will of his sovereign, to injure 
the public. This author is known to be no advocaa 
for tyranny, yet he mentions tDat a king has a superior 
power over tile property in his nation, and that by vii'
toe thereof, he may discharge his subjecbl for ever &om 
debbl which they owe to an enemy. 

"The instance which our author derives from the 
Roman history, affords a striking instance of the length 
to which the necessities and exigencies of a natioD will 
warrant it to go. It was a juncture critical to the Bomu 
affairs. But their situation was not more critical or 
dangerous than OUl'8, at the time these debts were COR

fiscated. It was after the total defeat, and dreadful 
slaughter at Canrue, when the state was in the most 
imminent danger. Our situation in the late war was 
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equally perilous. Every coneideration must give way 
to the public safety. That admirable Roman maxim, 
salus populi 8tIfJ"efM lez, governed that people in every 
emergency. It is a maxim that ought to govern every 
community. It was not peculiar to the Roman people. 
The impression came from the 88Dle source from 
which we derive our existence. Se1f..preservation, that 
great dictate implanted in us by nature, mUlt regulate 
our conduct; we must have a power to act according to 
our necessities, and it remaine for human judgment to 
decide what are the proper occasions for the exercise 
of this power. Call to your recollection our situation 
during the late arduous contest . Was it not necessary 
in our day of trial, to go to the lut iota of human 
right? The Romans fought for their altars and house
hold gods. By these terms they meant every thing 
dear and valuable to men. Was not our stake as im
portant as theirs? But many other nations engage in the 
most bloody wars, for the DlOBt trivial and frivolous 
causes. If other nations who carried on wars for a 
mere point of honour, or a punctilio of gallantry, were 
warranted in ~e exercise of this power; were not we, 
who Cought Cor every thing most inestimable and valua
ble to mankind, justified in using it? Our finances 
were in a more distressing situation than theirs at this 
awful period of our existence. Our war was in opposi
tion to the mOlt grievoUl oppression-we resisted, and 
our resistance was approved and blessed by heaven. 
The most illustrious men who have considered human 
affairs, when they have revolved human rights, and 
considered how far a nation is warranted to act in 
cases of emergency, declare that the only ingredient 
essential to the rectitude and validity of its measures is, 
that they be for the public good. I need hardly observe 
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that the confiscation of these debts was for the public 
good. Those who decided it, were constitutionally 
enabled to determine it Grotius shows that you bave 
not only power over the goods of your enemies, but 
according to the exigency of affairs, you may seize the 
property of your citizens." After reading the opposite 
pass8.ecre from Gl'9tius, he says-" I read these authori
ties to prove, that the property of an enemy is liable to 
forfeiture, and that debts are as much the subject of 
hostile contest as tangible property. And V attel, p. 
484, as before mentioned, pointedly enumerates rigID 
and debts among such property of the enemy, as is 
liable to confiscation. To this last author, I must 
frequently resort in the course of my argument I 
put great confidence in him, from the weight of his 
authority,-for he is universally respected by aD the 
wise and enlightened of mankind, being no less cel~ 
brated for his great judgment and knowledge, than for 
his universal philanthropy. One of his first principles 
of the law of nations, is a perfect equality of rights 
among nations: that each nation ought to be left in the 
peaceable enjoyment of that liberty it has derived from 
nature. I refer your honours to his preliminary diJ. 
course from 6th to the 12th page, and as it will greatly 
elucidate the subject, and tend to prove the position I 
have attempted to support, I will read section 17, 18, 
19, and 20 of this discourse." Having read these 
sections, he touches transiently, but powerfully, 
the objection to the want of national independence 
to pass the laws of forfeiture, till that independence 
was assented to by the king of Great Britain. 
"When the war commenced," said he, "these things, 
called British debts, lost· their quality of external 
obligation, and became matters of internal obligation, 
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because the creditors had no right of constraint over 
the debtors. They were before the war, matters of 
perfect external obligation, accompanied by a right of 
constraint; but the war having taken away this right of 
constraint over the debtors, they were changed into an 
internal obligation, binding the conscience only. For 
it will not surely be denied, that the creditor lost the 
right of constraint over his debtor. From the authority 
of this respectable author, therefore--from the clearest 
principles of the laws of nature and nations, these debts 
became subject to forfeiture or remission. Those 
authors state, in language as emphatic and nervous as 
the human mind can conceive, or the human tongue 
can utter, that independent nations have the power of 
confiscating the property of their enemies: and so had 
this gallant nation. America, being a sovereign and 
complete nation, in all its forms and departments, pos
sessed all the rights of the most powerful and ancient 
nations. Respecting the power of legislation, it was a 
nation complete, and without human controul. Respect
ing public justice, it was a nation blessed by heaven, 
with the experience of past times; not like those na
tions, whose crude systems of jurisprudence originated 
in the ages of barbarity and ignorance of human rights. 
America was a sovereign nation, when her sons stepped 
forth, to resist the unjust hand of oppression, and de
clared themselves independent. The consent of Great 
Britain was not necessary, (as the gentlemen on the 
other side urge,) to create us a nation. Yes, sir, we 
were a nation, long before the monarch of that little 
island in the Atlantic ocean, gave his puny assent to it. 
(These words he accompanied by a most significant 
gesture--rising on tiptoe-pointing as to a vast distance, 
and half closing his eye-lids, as if endeavouring, with 
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extreme difficulty, to draw a sight on some object 
almost too small for vision-and blowing out the words, 
pwn.y assent, with his lips curled with unutterable con
tempt.) America was long before that time a great and 
gallant nation. In the estimation of other fIOtionB, we 
were so: the beneficent hand of heaven -enabled her to 
triwnph, and secured to her the most sacred rights . 
mortals can enjoy. When these illustrious authon, 
these friends to human nature, these kind instructors of 
hwnan errors and frailties,· contemplate the obligations 
and corresponding rights of nations, and define the in
ternal right, which is without constraint and not bind
ing, do they not understand such rights as these, which 
the British creditors now claim? Here this man teDs 
us what conscience says ought to be done, and what it 
compulsory. These British debts must come within 
the grasp of human power, like all other human things. 
They ceased to have that external quality, and fell into 
that mass of power, which belonged to our legislature 
by the law of nations." 

He comes now to a very serious obstacle, whicb it 
required both address and vigour to remove. Vatte~ 
whom he had cited to support his position of the forfeit
able character of debts, and who, 80 far as Mr. HeDlJ 
had read him, does support him explicitly, annexes a 
qualification to the principle, which h~ been pressed 
with great power by the gentlemen who opened the 
cause. The curiosity of the reader will be gratified by 
seeing the manner in which he sunnounted the obiec
tion. "But we are told, that, admitting this to be true 

• In the IBCODd Al'l('UDent, he eulogized the writers on the laWl ofDatioas. 
.... benevolent apirita, who had held up the toKh of acienc:e to a benichted 
world!' 
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in the fullest latitude, yet the customary law of Europe 
is against the exercise of this power of confiscation of 
debts; in support of which position, they rely on what 
is added by Vattel, p. 484. Let us examine what he 
says:-' The sovereign has naturally the same right 
over what his subjec1s may be indebted to enemies: 
therefore he may confiscate debts of this nature, if the 
term of payment happen in the time of war, or at least 
he may prohibit his subjects from paying while the war 
lasts. But at preseaI, in regard. to the advantage at'ld 
8Q,/ety of commerce, all th£ sovereigns of Europe Iwve 
tkparted fwm this ,;gour. .Ilt'ld as this tuBtom 1uJs 
generally been recei1'ed, h£ who sAouJO, act contrary to it, 
tDOUld injure th£ public faiJh; fur strangers tn&sted his 
subjects unly, frorlf, a firm persuasion, that the general 
eustom would be observed.' Excellent man! and excel
lent sentiments! The principle cannot be denied to be 
good; but when you apply it to the case before the court, 
does it warrant their conclusions? The author says, 
that although a nation has a right to collfiscate debts 
due by its people to an enemy, yet, at present, th£ CtI8-

tom of Europe is contrary. It is not enough for this 
author to tell us that this custom is contrary to the 
right. He admits the right. Let us see whether this 
custom has existence here. Vattel, having spoken of 
the necessary law of nations~ which is immutable, and 
the obligations whereof are indispensable, proceeds to 
distinguish the several other kinds of natural law in the 
same preliminary discourse, p. 11 and 12, thus: 

'Certain maxims and customs consecrated by long 
use, and observed by nations, between each other, as a 
kind of law, form this CUJIlomary law of nations, or the 
custom of nations. This law is founded on a tacit con
sent, or if you will, on a taci.t convention of tile nations 
. Tt 
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Mat obterw it, V1itk reaped to each other. Whence it 
appears, that it is only binding to Uw8e onatioruJ that IUD 
adopted it, and 1hat is not universal, any more than 
coo~ law. It must be here aJso. observed of 
this tuBIot1lary late, that the particulars relating to it, 
do not belong to a systematic treatise on the law of 
nations, but that we ought to confine ourselves to the 
giving a general theory of it; that is, to the rules 
which here ought to be observed, as well with re
spect to its effects, as in relation to the matter itself: 
and in this last respect, these rules will serve to distin
guish the lawful and innocent customs, from those that 
are unjust and illegal! 

, When a custom is generally established, either be
tween aU the polite nations in the world, or only be
tween those of a certain continent, as of Europe, for 
example; or those who have a more frequent corres
pondence; if that custom is in its own nature indifferent, 
and much more, if it be a wise and useful one, it ought 
to be obligatory on all those t'IGtionB 'Who are conBidntd 
as having gi1'en tMir cot'IMII to it. And tAty are boUDd 
to observe it, tDitIi respect to each other, while they haft 
not expressly declared tbat they will not adhere to it 
But if that custom contains any thing unjust or illegal, 
it is of no force; and every nation is under an obligation 
to abandon it, nothing being able to oblige or permit a 
nation to violate a natural law. 
, 'Tbese three kinds of the law of nations, ~ 
tonM1lianal, and cusiomary, together, compose the 
posiMe 1a'W of fIlJIions. For they all proceed from the 
volition of nations; the fXJlurItory late, from their pre
sumed consent: the conventWnal late, from an e~ress 
consent; and the customary 1a'W, from a tacit COft8eIIIt: 
BIld 88 there can be no other manner of deducing &Df 
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law from the will of nations, there are only these three 
kinds of the poBitit1e law of nations.' 

" This excellent author, after having stated the volun-
, tary law of nations, to be the result of the equality of 

nations, and the conventional law, to be particular com
pacts or treatises, bir&dit1g cmly on tM contrading par
ties, declares, tIwI tM CU8fomary latD of fUJtions is unly 
binding to 'hOBe noJions ,hat hmJe adopted it: that it is 
a particular and not an universal law; that it applies 
only to distinct nations. The case of Alexander and 
the Thebans is founded on the general law of nations, 
applicable to nations at war. It is enough for me then 

° to show, that America, being at war, was entitled to the 
privilege of national law. But, says Vattel, the present 
state of European refinement, controuls the general law 
(of which he had been before speaking.) We know 
that the customary Jaw of nations can only bind tIwte 
10M are pania to tM CUllom. In the year 1776, when 
America announced her will to be free, or in the year 
1777, when the law concerning British debts passed, 
was there a customary law of America, to this effect? 
Or were the customary laws of Evtmpe binding on 
J1merica'! Were toe a party to any BUCk CU8Iomary 
latD'! W 88 there any thing in our constitution or laws, 
which tied up our hands? No, sir. To make this 
customary law obligatory, the assent of aU °IM pania 
to be bound by it is flecelJ8tJf'Y. ·There must be OR 

iflterc1umge of it. It is not for one nation or community 
to say to afWlher, you are bound by this law, because 
our kingdom approves- of it It must not only be m,;. 
procal in its adfHJf11age8 and priracipleB, but it must have 
°been reciprocal in its~. Virginia could not, 
therefore, be bound by it. Let UI see whether it could 
be a hard case on the British creditoJ'B, that this CUI-
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tomary law of nations did not apply in their favour. 
Were these dehts contracted from a persuaston oj ;,. 
obsermf&Ce'l Did 1M crediIurs tnuIt to this CUtJI.omfJrJ 
IatD oj natWns'l No, sir. They trusted to what they 
thought as firm, the statute and common latD oj 
England.-Victorious and successful as their natioB 
bad lately been, when they, in their pride and in
considerate self-confidence, stretched out the hand 
of oppression, their subjects placed no reliance OD 

the cu.slom8 oj particular nations. They put confideuc:e 
in those barriers of right, which were derived from their 
own nation. Their reliance was, that the tribunals esta
blished . in this country t under the same royal authority 
as in England, would do them justice. Ifwe were not 
willing, they possessed the power of compelling us to 
do them justice. The debts having therefore, not 
been contracted from any reliame on the custarAarJ 
law oj natWns, were they contracted from a reganl '10 
~ rights oj wmmerce'l' From a view of promoting 
the commerce of tlwse lilUe things caU.ed coIorries'l This 
regard could not have been the ground they were c0n

tracted on, for their conduct evinced that they tDisW 
to take 1M right oj commerce .from us. What other 
ingredient remains to show the operation of this custom 
in their faV{)ur? The book speaks of strangers trusting 
subjects of a different nation, from a reliance on the 
observance of the· customary law. The fact here wu, 
tLat fellow"'8ubjects trusted us, on the footing just 
stated; trusting to the existing compulsory process of 
law, not relying on a passive inert custom. A fear
.ful, plodding, sagaciouS trader, would not rely on 80 

flimsy, ItO uncertain a dependence. Something simi1a1' 
to what he thought positive satisfaction, he relied. OR. 

Were we DOt subject to the same king? The cases are 
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lhen at variance. He states the custom to exist Cor 
the advantage of commerce, and that a departure from 
it would injure the public faith. . Public faith is in this 
case out of the question. The public faith was not 
pledged-it could not therefore be injured. I have 
already read to your honours from the 11th page. of 
the preliminary discourse of Vatte~ 'thot the CUBlornary 
latD of t1aIion.9 is only binding on· tIwae tDIw M'fJt 
adopted it, and that it is.wt unim-sal, any more 
IIum con~ional lawB.' It is evident we could not 
be hotmd by any convention or treaty to which we our
selves were not a party: and from this authority it is 
equally obvious, that we could not be bound by any 
. customary law to which we were not parties. I think 
the~fore, with great submission to the court, that the 
right for which I contended, that is, that in common wars 
between independent nations, either of the contending 
parties has a right to confiscate or remit d~bts due by 
its people to the enemy, is not shaken by the customary 
Jaw of nations, as far as it regards us, because the cus
tom could not affect us. But gentlemen say we were 
Dot completely independent till the year I78S! To take 
them on their own ground, their arguments will fail 
them. There is a customary law which will operate 
pretty· strongly on our side of the .question. What 
were the inducements of the debtor? On what did the 
American debtor rely? Sir, he relied for protection, 
on that system of common and statute law on which 
the creditors depended. Was he deceived in that reli
ance? That he was most miserably deceived, I believe 
will not admit of a doubt. The customary law of na· 
tions will only apply to distinct nations, mutually con
seBting thereto. When tyranny attempted to rivet her 
chains upon us, and we boldly broke them asunder, we 
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were remitted to that amplitude .of freedom which the 
beneficent hand of nature gave us. We were not 
bound by fetters which are of benefit to one party, 
while they are destructive to the other. Wonld it be 
proper that we should be bound, and they unre
strained?" As a still farther answer to the objection, 
and as giving the only rule of restraint in operating on 
the property of a belligerent, he cites the following 
principle from V attel, and applies it to the actual state 

of America. " Vattel, book the Sd, ch. 8, sect. IS7, 
sayl, that the lawful end gives a true right only to thoae 
means which are necessary 1m obtaining Bt&CIa __ 
Whatever exceeds this, is censured by the laws of na
ture as faulty, and will be condemned at the tribunal 
of conscience. Hence it is, that the right to such or 
such acts of hostility, varies according to their circum
stances. What is just and perfectly innocent in a war, 
in one particular situation, is not always 80 in another. 
Right goes IuJ.nd in ha.nd, with rwcessity, and the en. 
gency of the case; but never exceeds it" "This sir, is 
the first dictate of nature, and the practise of natioDS; 
and if your misfortunes and distresses should be sad 
and dreadful, you are let loose from those COIDIDOD 

restraints which may be proper on common occaaiolll, 
in order to preserve the great rights of human nature. 
This is laid down by that great writer, in clear and ma
equivocal terms. If then, sir, it be certain from a 
recurrence to facts, that it was necessary for America 
to seize on British property, this book warrants the 
legislature of this state, in passing those confiscating aJMl 
prohibitory laws. I need only refer to your recoDec
tion, for our pressing situation during the late contest; 
and happy am I, that this all important question comes 
on, before the heads of those who were actors ill the 
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peat scene, are laid in the dust An uninformed pos
terity would be unacquainted with the awful necessity, 
which impelled us on. If the means were within reach-
we were warranted by the laws of nature and nations, to 
use them. The fact was that we were attacked by OBe 
of !be most formidable nations under heaven; a nation 
that carried terror and dread with its thunder to both 
h~ispheres." (This illustration of the power of Great 
Britain was, if we may trust respectable tradition, much 
more expanded than we find it in the report; and such 
was the force of his imagination, and the irresistible 
energy of his delivery and action, that the audience 
now felt themselves instinctively recoiling from the 
tremendous power of that very nation, which but a 
short time before had been exhibited as a mere 
dot in the Atlantic, a point 80 microscopic as to be 
scarcely visible to the naked eye: he proceeds to 
close the first member of his first point, thus:) "Our 
united property enabled us to look in the face 
that mighty people. Dared we to have gone in opposi
tion to them, bound hand and foot? Would we have 
dared to resist them, fettered? for we should have been 
fettered, if we had been deprived of so considerable a' ~, 

part of our little stock of national resources. In that 
most critical and dangerous emergency, our all was but 
a little thing. Had we a treasury-an exchequer? Had 
we commerce? Had we any revenue? Had we any 
thing from which a nation could draw wealth? No, sir. 
Our credit became the scorn of our foes. HoweverJ 

the efforts of certain patriotic characten, (there were 
Dot a few of them, thank heaven,) gave us credit among 
our own people. But we had not a farthing to spare. 
We were obliged to go on a most grievous anticipation, 
the weight of which we feel at this day. Recur to OUI' 
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actual situation, and the means we had of defending. 
ourselves. The actual situation of America is descrmed 
here, where this author says, '1laJ right goes JIIJfId ill 
haM tDith necasity.' The necessity being great and 
dreadfu~ you are warranted to lay hold of every atom 
of money within your reach, especially if it be the 
money of your enemies. It is prudent and necessuy 
to strengthen yourselves and weaken your enemies. 
Vatte~ book 5d, ch. 8, sect 158, says, 'the business of 
a just war being to suppress violence and injustice, it 
gives a right to compel by force, him who is deaf to the 
voice of justice. It gives a right of doing against the 
enemy, whatever is necessary for weakening him-for 
disabling him from making any farther resistance in 
support of his injustice-and the most effectual, the 
most proper methods may be chosen, provided they have 
nothing odious, be not unlawful in themselves, or ex
ploded by the law of nature.' Here let me pause for 
a moment, and ask, whether it be odious in i1Be1f, or 
exploded by the law of nature, to seize those debt&? 
No-because the money was taken from the vel}' of
fenders. We fought for the great, unaliepable, heIe
ditary rights of human nature. An unwarrantable 
attack was made upon us. .An attack, not only lilt 
congenial with motherly or parental tenderness, but 
incompatible with the principles of humanity or civiliza
tion. Our defence then was a necessary one. What 
says Vattel, book Sd, ch. 8, sect 156? 'The end of I 
just war is to revenge ur preotmt injury; that is, to pN" 

cure by force the justice which c'annot otherwise he 
obtained; to compel an unjust person to repair an injury 
already done, or to give securities against any wreag 
threatened by him. On a declaration of war, therefOre, 
this nation has a right of doing against the enemy what-
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ever is. necessary to this justifiable end of bringing him 
to reason, and obtaining justice and security from him.' 
We have taken nothing in this necessary defence, but 
from the very offenders-those who uiljustly attacked 
US:-. for we had a right of considering every individual 
of the British nation as an enemy. This I prove by 
the same great writer, p. 519, sect. 189, of the same' 
book. An enemy attacking me unjustly, gives me an 
undoubted right of repelling his violences; and he who 
opposes me in anns, when I demand only my right, 
becomes himself the real aggressor, by his unjust 
resistance. He is the first author of the violence, and 
obliges me to make use of force, for securing m~ 
against the wrongs intended me, either in my person or 
possessions; for if the effects of this force procee4 so 
far as to take away his life, he owes the misfortune to 
himself; for if, by sparing him, I should submit to the 
injury, the good would soon become the prey of the 
wicked. Hence the right of killing enemies in a just 
war is derived; when their resistance cannot be sup
pressed-when they are not to be reduced by milder 
methods, there is a right. of taking atoay theirlifl. Un
der the name of enemies, as we have already shown, 
are comprehended not only the first author of the war, 
but likewise all tDIw join him, and fight /(11' his cause.' 
Thus I think the first part of my position confirmed and 
unshaken; that in common wars, a nation not restrained 
by the customary law of nations, has a right to confis
cate debts." In the second member of that point, he is 
released from the servility of quotation; and, to boITOW 

a phrase of his own, "remitted to the amplitude~' of his 
natural genius: the read~r will therefore be amused by 
a more copious extract ~'From this I will go on to the 
'other branch of my position: That if, in commOR wars. 

lfU 
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debts be liable to forfeiture, aforttori, must they be 80, iD 
a revolution war? Let me contrast the late war with wars 
in common. According to those people called kings, WaJ'S 

in common are systematic and produced for trifles; for 
not conforming to imaginary honours; because you have 
not lowered your flag before him at sea; or for a su~ 
posed affioont to the person of an ambassador. Natious 
are set by the ears, and the most horrid devastations are 
brought on lIlankind, for the most frivolous causes. H 
then, when small matters are in contest, debts be for
feitable, what must have accrued to u.s, as engaged. 
the late revolution war-a war commenced in attainder) 
perfidy and confiscation? If we take with us this great 
principle ofVattel, that right goes in luJoo tnith neceBBily, 
and consider the peculiar situation of the American 
people, we will find reason more than sufficient, to give 
us a right of confiscating those debts. The most strik
ing peculiarity attended the American war. In the 
first of it, we were stripped of every municipal right 
Rights and obligations are correspondent, co-extensive 
and inseparable-they must exist together, or Dot at all 
-we were therefore, when stripped of all our municipal 
rights, clear of every municipal obligation, burden and 
onerous engagement If then the obligation be gone, 
what is become of the correspondent right? They are 
mutually gone." (These little words, "they are mutu
ally gone," which would have made no figure in the 
pronunciation of an ordinary speaker, are said to have 
formed a beautiful picture, as delivered by Mr. Henry; 
his eyes seemed to have pursued these associated objects 
to the extremest verge of mortal sight, while the fall of 
his voice, and correspondent fall of his extended ~ 
with the palm downwards, depicted the idea of 
evanescence, with indescribable force: the audieaee 
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might imagine that they saw the objects at the very 
instant when they vanished in the distance, and became 
commingled with the air: and all this too, without any 
affected pause to give it effect; without any apparent 
effort on his part; but with all the quickness of thought 
and all the ease of nature.) " The case of sovereign 
and independent nations at war, is far different; because 
there, private right is respected, and domestic asylum 
held sacred.-Was it the case in our war? No, sir.
Daggers were planted in your chambers, and mischief, 
death· and destruction. might meet you at your fireside. 
There is an essential variance between the late war 
and common wars. In common wars, children are 
Dot obliged to fight against their fathers, nor brothers 
against brothers, nor kindred against kindred. Our 
men were compelled, contrary to the most sacred ties 
of humanity, to shed the blood of their dearest connec
tions. In common wars, contending parties respect 
municipal rights, and leave, even to those they invade, 
the means of paying debts, and complying with obliga
tions: they touch Dot private property. For eXlllJlple, 
when a British army lands in France, they plunder 
nothing: they pay for what they have, and respect the 
tribunals of justice, unless they have a mind to be call
ed a savage nation.-Were we thus treated? Werewe 
permitted to exercise industry and to collect debts, by 
which we might be enabled to pay British creditors? 
Had we a power to pursue commerce? No, sir.-What 
became of our agriculture? Our inhabitants were mer
cilessly and brutally plundered, and our enemies pro-

. fessed to maintain their army by those means only. 
Our slaves carried away, our crops burnt, a cruel war 
carried on against our agriculture-disability to pay 
debts produced by pillage ;pld devastation, contrary to 
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every principle of national law. From that series of 
plenty in which we had been accustomed to live and to 
revel, we were plunged into every species of human 
calamity. Our lives attacked-charge of rebels fixed 
upon us-confiscation and attainder denounced against 
the whole continent: and he that was called king of 
England sat judge upon our case-he pronounced his 
judgment, not like those to whom poetic fancy has given 
existence-not like him who sits in the infernal regions, 
and dooms to the Stygian lake those spirits who deserve 
it, because he spares the innocent, and sends SO'1M to the 
fields of Elysium-not like him who' sat in ancient 
imperial Rome, and wished the people had but ODe 

neck, that he might at one blow strike off their heads, 
and spare himself the trouble of carnage and massacre, 
because one city would have satisfied his vengeance
not like any of his fellow-men, for nothing would satiate 
his sanguinary ferocity, but the indiscriminate destrue
tion of a whole continent-involving the innocent with 

. ~e guilty. Yes, he sat in judgment with his coadjuton, 
and pronounced proscription, attainder, and forfeiture, 
against men, women, and even children at the breast. 
Is not this description pointedly true, in aU its parts? 
And who were his coadjutors and executioners in this 
strange court of judicature? Like the fiends of poetic 
imagination-Hessians, Indians, and Negroes, were 
his coadjutors and executioners. ·Is there any thing in 
this sad detail of offences, which is unfounded? Ally 
thing not enforced by the act of parliament agaiDIIt 
America? We were thereby driven out of their pro. 
tection, and branded by the epithet rebels. The tenD 
rebel may not now appear in all i1B. train of horrid c0n

sequences. We know that when a person is called 
rebel by that government, his goods and life are forfeit-
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ed, and his very blood pronounced to be corrupted, and 
the severity of the punishment entailed on Ius p0s

terity. To whom may we apply for the verity of this? 
The jurisprudence and history of that nation, prove, that 
when they speak of rebels, nothing but blood will satisfy 
them. Is there nothing hideous in this part of the por
trait?-It is unparalleled in the annals of mankind. 
Though I have respect for individuals of that nation, my 
duty £onstrains me to speak thus. When we contemplate 
this mode of warfare, and the sentiments of the writers 
on natural law on this subject, we are justified in say
ing, that in this revolution war, we had a right to con
sider British debts as subject to confiscation-and to 
seize the property of those who originated that war. As 
to the injuries done to agriculture, they appear in a 
diminutive view, when compared to the injuries and 
indignities offered to persons, and mansions of abode. 
Sir, from your seat, you might have seen instances of 
the most grievous hostility, not only private property 
wantonly pillaged, but men, women, aDd children, 
dragged publicly from their habitations, and indiscrimi
nately devoted to destruction. The rights of humamty 
were sacrificed. We were then deprived not only of 
the benefits of municipal, but natural law. If there 
shall grow out of these considerations a palpable dis
ability to pay those debts, I ask, if the claim be just? 
For that disability was produced by those exceSses-by 
those very men who come on us now for payment Here 
give me leave to say, that they sold us a bad title in 
~atever they sold us-in real as well as in personal 
property. Describe the nature of a debt: it is an en
gagement or promise to pay-but it must be for a 
valuable consideration. If this be clear, was not the title 
to whatever property they sold u~ bad in every sense 
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of the word, when the war followed? What can add 
value to property? Force. Notwithstanding the equity 
and fairness of the debt when incurred, if the secnritr 
of the property received was afterwards destroyed, the 
title has proved defective. Suppose millions were con
tracted for aDd received, those millions give you no 
advantage, without force to protect them. This neces
sary protection is withdrawn by the very men who 
were bound to afford it, and who now demand pay
menlO Neither lands, slaves, nor other property, are 
worth a shilling, without protecting force. This title 
was destroyed, when the act of parliament putting os 
out of their protection, passed 'against America. I say, 
sir, the title was destroyed by the very offenders who 
come here DOW and demand payment Justice and 
equity cancel the obligation, as to the price that was to 
be given for it, because the tenure is destroyed, and' 
the eJfects purchased have DO value. Such a claim is 
unsupported by the plainest notions of right and wrong. 
For this long catalogue of offences committed against 
the citizens of America, every individual of the British 
nation is accountable. How are you to be compensated· 
for those depredations on persons and property? Are' 
you to go to the kingdom of England, to find the very indi
vidual who did you the outrage, and demand satisfaction 
of him? To tell you of such a remedy as this, is adding 
insult to injury. Every individual is chargeable with na
tional offences." To maintain this last position, he cites 
an authority expressly in point, from Vattel, and pro
ceeds thus: "These observations of Vattel amount to 
this: that a king or conductor of a nation is considered 
as a moral person, by means of whom the nation ac
quires or loses its rights, and subjects itself to penalties. 
The individuals, and the nation which they compose,. 
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are one. I will therefore take it for granted, that 
whatever violences and excesses were committed on 
this continent, are chargeable to the plaintiff in this 
very action. Recollect our distressed situation. We 
had no exchequer, DO finances, DO army, no navy, DO 
common means of defence. Our necessity-dire ne
cessity compelled us to throw aside those rules which 
respect private property, and to make impresses on our 
own citizens to support the war. ~ight and necessity 
being co-extensive, we were compelled to exert a right 
the most eminent over the whole community. The 
salus populi demanded what we did. If we had a 
right to disregard the legal fences thrown round the 
property of our citizens, had we not a greater right to 
take British property? Another peculiarity contributes 
to aid our defence. The want of an exchequer obliged 
lIS to emit paper money, and compel our citizens to 
receive it for gold. In the ears of some men this 
sounds harshly. But they are young men, who do Dot 
know and feel the iITesistible necessity that urged us. 
Would your armies have been raised, clothed, main
tained, or kept together without paper money? With
out it, the war would have stood still, resistance to 
tyraDny would have stopped, and despotism with all 
its hOlTid train of appurtenances, must have depressed 
your country. We compelled the people to receive it 
ill payment of all debts-we induced aDd invited them 
(if we did not compel d:tem) to put it into the treasury, 
as a complete 'dqcharge from their debts. Sir, I trust 
I shall not live to see the day, when the public councils 
of America will give ground to say that this was a state
trick, contrived to delude and defraud the citizens. 
What must,it be ostensibly, when by the compact of 
your nation, they had publickly bound and pledged 

. ' 
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themselves, that it was and should be money, if after
wards, in the course of human event&, when tempta
tions present themselves, they ahall declare that it is 
not money? Sir, the honest planter is unskilled in poli
tical tricks and deceptions. His interest ought never 
to be sacrificed. The law.is his guide. The law com
pelled him to receive it, and his countrymen would have 
branded him with the name of enemy, if he had re. 
tWJed it. The laws of the country are as sacred as the 
imaginary sanctity of British debts. Sir, national en
gagements ought to be held sacred; the public vio1atioD 
of this solemn engagement will destroy all confideDce 
in the government. If you depart from the natioDaI 
compact. one iota, you give a dangerous precedent, 
which .may imperceptibly .and gradually introduce the 
most destructive. encroachment ·on human rights." 

He then proceeds to notice more directly the objet
tion that we were not a people competent for legislation, 
till the assent of the British king was given to our inde
pendence: «I will beg leave here _ to dissent from tile 
position of the gentleman on the other side, which de
nied that we were a people, till our enemies were pleased 
to say· we were so. That we were a people, and had a 
right to do every thing which a great and a royal-nay 
an· imperial people could do, is clear and indisputable. 
Though tmder the humble appearance of republi
canism, our government and national existence, when 
examined, are as solid as a rock-not resting on the 
mere fraud and oppression of rulers, nor the credulity, 
nor barbarous ignorance of the people; but founded GIl 

the consent and conviction. of enlightened human Ba

ture. That we had every right, that completely iJule
pendent nations cfIlhave, will be satisfactorily proved 
to your honours, by again reraning to Vattel." He 
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then cites and reads a passage from Vattel, the effect of 
which is, that during a civil war, the parties acknow
ledging no common judge on earth, are to be considered 
as'two distinct people; and to govern themselves in the 
conduct of the war by the general laws of natioD8. 
After which he proceeds dius: 

"Here then, sir, is proof abundant, that before the 
acknowledgment of American independence by lkeal 
Britain, we had a right to be considered as a nation; 
because, on earth, we had no common superior, to give 
a decision of the dispute between us and our sovereign. 
After declaring ourselves a sovereign people, we had 
every right a nation can claim u an independent com
munity. But the gentlemen on the other side, greatly 
rely upon this principle, that a contract cannot be di&
solved without the consent of all the contracting parties: 
the inference is, that the consent of the king of Great 
Britain was necessary to the disBolution of the govern
ment Tyranny 1188 too often, and too successfully 
rivetted its chains, to ~t a belief, that a tyrant 
will ever voluntarily, release·his subjects from the 
governmental compact Rather might it be expected, 
that the last iota of human misery would be borne, and 
the oppression would descend from father to son, to the 
latest period of earthly existence. The despotism of 
our sovereign, ought to be considered 88 an implied 
consent, on his part, to dissolve the compact between 
us; and he and his subjects must be considered 88 one 
-there can be no distinction. For, in any other view, 
his consent could not have been obtained, without force. 
There is such a thing, indeed, as tyranny from free 
choice. Sweden not long ago, surrendered its liberties 
in one day, 88 Denmark had done formerly; so that this 
branch of the human family is cut off from every po&-

xx 
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sible enjoyment of human rights. But the right to resist 
oppression, is not denied. The gentlemen's doctrine 

I cannot therefore apply to national communities. If any 
additional force was wanting to confirm what I advance, 
it would be derived from the treaty of peace, which 
further proves, that we were entitled to all the privileges 
of independent nations. The consent of all the people 
of Europe said we were free. Our former master with
held his consent tiD a fetO ufllucky et1efIts compelled him. 
And when he gave his jiat, it gave us, by relation bade 
to 1M time of the declaration of intkpender&ce, all the 
rights and privileges of a completely sovereign nation: 
our independence was acknowledged by him, previous 
to the completion of the treaty of peace. It was not a 
condition of the treaty, but was acknowledged by his 
own overture;preparatory to it. View the coasequences 
of their fatal doc"trine. There would not only have beeD 
long alTearB of debts to pay, but a long catalogue or 
crimes to be punished. If the ultimate acknow1edg
ment of our independence by Great Britain, had not 
relation back to the time of the declaration of indepea
dence, all the intermediate acts of legislation would be 
void-and every decision and act, consequent thereon, 
would be null. But, sir, we were a complete nation OD 

every principle, according to the authorities I have at
ready read; in addition to which I will refer your honours 
to Vatte}, book iv. ch. vii. sect 88, to show we were 
entitled to the benefits of national law, and to use 
all the resources of the community: 'From the equality 
of all nations really sovereign and independent, it is a 
principle of the voluntary law of nations, that no nation 
can oontroul another in its internal municipal legisla
tion.' If we consider the business of confiscation 
according to the immemorial usages of Great Britain, 
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we will find, that .the law and practise of that country 
support my position. ~ the wars which respect revo
lutions which have taken place in that island-liCe, for- . 
tune, goods, debts, and everything else were confiscated. 
The crimm I.a.sre' majestaliB, as it is called, involved 
every thing. Every possible punisbment bas beeD 
inflicted on suWering humanity that it could endure, by 
the party which had the superiority in thoSe wars, over 
the defeated party, which was charged with rebeJlion. 
What would have been the consequences, sir, if we had 
been conquered? Were we not fighting against that 
majesty ? Would the justice of our opposition have 
been considered? Them08t horrid forfeiture&, confisca
tions, and attainders, would have been pronounced 
against us. Consider their ·history, from the time of 
William the first, till this day. Were not his NOf'fIWNt 
gratified with the confiscation of the richest estates in 
England? Read the excessive cruelties, attainders, 
and confiscations, of that reign. England depopu
lated-its inhabitants stripped of the dearest privi
leges of humanity---degraded with the most igno
minious badges of bondage-and totally deprived of 
.the power of resistance to usurpation and tyranny. 
This inability continued to the time of Henry the eighth. 
In his reign, the business of confiscation and attainder 
made considerable havoc. After his reign, some stop 
was put to that ehion of blood which preceded and 
happened under it Recollect the sad and lamentable 
effects of the York and Lancastrian wars. Remember 
the rancorous hatred and inveterate detestations of con
tending factions-the distinction of the white and red 
.roses. To come a little lower-what happened in that 
island in the rebellions of 1715 and 1745? If we had 
J>een conquered, would not our men have _hared the 
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fate of the people of lrelarul1 A great part of tbat 
island was confiscated, though the lriM people thought 

. themselves engaged in a laudable cause. What conft. 
cation and punishments were infticted in Scotland? 
The plaiDS of Culhlen, and the neighbouring gibbets, 
would show you. I thank heaven, that the spirit of 

. liberty, wider ~e protection of the Almighty, saved 1U 

from experiencing so hard a destiny. But bad we been 
subdued, would not every right have been wrested from 
us? What right would have been saved? Would 
debts have been saved? Would it not be absurd ... 
save debts, while they should burn, hang, and destroy? 
Before we can decide with precision, we are to consi
der the dangers we should have been exposed to, had 
we been subdued. After presenting'to your view this 
true picture of what would have been our situation, had 
we been subjugated-surely a con-espondent right wiD 
be found, growing out of the law of nations, in our 
favour. . Had our subjugation been effected, and we 
pleaded for pardon-represented that we defended the 
most valuable rights of human nature, and thought they 
were wrong-would our petition have availed? I feel 
myself impelled from what has past, to ask this que. 
tion. I would not wish to have lived to see the sad 
scenes we should have experienced. Needy avarice 
and savage cruelty would have had fuD scope. HUDgIJ 
Germans, blood-thirsty lrulians, and nations of another 
colour, would have been let loose upon us. The Bad 
effects of such warfare have had their fun infiuence (II 

a number of our fellow-citizens. Sir, if you had seea 
-the sad scenes which I have known; if you had Been the 
simple but tranquil felicity of helpless and uno1feDdiDg 
women and children, in little log huts on the frontiers, 
disturbed ud destroyed by the sad eft"ects of British 
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warfare and Indian butchery, yotJII' soul tD01ilId I&atJe 
been stnJck tDitk Iwrror! Even those helpless women 
and children were the objects of the most shocking 
barbarity. Give me leave again to recur to Vattel, p. 
9. 'Nations, being free, independent, and equal, and 
having a right to judge according to the dictates of con
science, of what is to be done in order to fulfil its dll
ties; the eft"ect of all this is, the producing, at least 
externally and among men, a perfect equality of rights 
between nations, in the administration of their aft"ain, 
and the pursuit of their pretensions, without regard to 
the intrinsic justice of their conduct, of which othel'8 
have no right to form a definitive judgment: so that 
what is permitted in one, is also permitted in the other; 
and they ought to be considered in human society as 
having an equal right' If it be allowed to the British 
nation to put to death, to forfeit and confiscate debts 
and every thing else, may we not (having an equal 
right) confiscate-not life, for we never desire it-but 
that which is the common object of confiscation-pro
periy, goods, and debts, which strengthen ourselves and 
weaken our enemies? I trust that this short recapitu
lation of events shows, that if there ever was in the 
history of man, a case requiring the full use of all hu
man means, it was our case in the late contest; and we 
were therefore warranted to confiscate the British 
dej)ts." 

He now takes another ground to establish the con
fiscatiorL I sha1l give his whole argument on this point 
in his own words: 

"I beg leave to add that these debts are lost on 
another principle. By the dissolution of the British 
government, America went mto a state of nature-on 
.the dissolution of that of which we had been membel'S; 
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there being no government antecedent, we went neces
sarily into a state of nature. To prove this, I need 
only refer to the declaration of independence, pr0-

nounced on the fourth day of July 1776, and our state 
constitution." (Here Mr. Henry read part of the C2!:7 
stitution.) " It ~cites many instances of mi8rule by the 
kiQg of England...;:tt asserts the right and expediency 
of dissolving the--British government, and going into a 
state of nature; or, in other words, to estab1iBh a new 
government The right of dissolving it, and forming 
a new system, had preceded the fourth day of July 1776. 
A recapitubi,tion of the events of the tyrannical acts or 
government, would demonstrate a right to dissolve it. 
But I may go farther, and even say, that the act of 
parliament which declared us out of the king's protec
tion, dissolved it. For what is government? It is an 
express or implied compact between the nden and 
rpIed, stipulating reciprocal protection and obedience. 
That protection was withdrawn, solemnly withdrawn 
from us. Of consequence, obedience ceased to be due. 
OUf municipal rights were taken away by one blow. 
Municipal obligations and governlJlent, were also take. 
away by the same blow. Well then, there being no 
antecedent government, we returned into a state of na
ture. Unless we did so, our new compact of goven
ment could only be an usurpation. In a state of nature 
there is no legal lien on the person or property of any 
one. If you are not clear of every antecedent engage
ment, what is the legality or strength of the preseat 
constitution of government? If any antecedent eIt

gagements are to bind, how far are they to reach? You. 
had no right to form a new government, if the old sys
tem existed; and if it did not exist, you were necessa
rily and inevitably in a state of nature. In my humble 
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opinion, by giving validity to such claims, you destroy 
the very idea of the right to fonn a new government 
Vattel calls government the totality of persons, estates, 
and ell'ects, fonned by every individual of the new 
society, and that totality represented by the goverriing 
power. How can the totality exist while an antecedent 
right exists elsewhere? See Grotius, p. 4,which I have 
already read, and note 29: Because the design and good 
of civil society necessarily require, that the natural and 
acquired rights of each member should admit of limi
tations several ways, and to a certain degree, by the 
authority of him or them, in whose hands the sovereign 
authority is lodged. When we fonned a new govern
ment, did there exist any authority that limited our 
rights? How can the totality exist, if any other person 
or persons have an existing claim upon you? It appears 
to me, that that equality which is involved in a state of 
nature, cannot exist while such claim exists. The 
court will recollect what I have already read out of 
VatteJ, in the 15 and 18 sections. The equality here 
aacribed to independent nations, is equally ascribed to 
men in a state of nature. A moral society of persons. 
annot exist, without this absolute equality. The ex
istence of individuals in a state ot nature depends in 
like . manner upon, and is inseparable froin such 
equality. 

"Rights as before mentioned, Vattel, p. 8 and 9, 
are divided into mtemal and e:ctemal: of external 
rights, he makes the distinction of perfect and imper
fect I beseech your honours to fix this distinction ill 
your minds. The perfect external right only, is accom
panied with the right of constraint The imperfect 
right, loses that quality, and leaves it to the party, to 
comply or not to comply with it. When the fonner 
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government was dissolved, the American people be
came indebted to nobody. You either owe every thing 
or nothing-and every contract and engagement must 
be done away, if any. In a state of nature you are free i 
and equal. But how are you free, if another has a 
lien on your body? Where is your freedom, or your 
equality with that person, who has the right of con
straining you? This right of constraint, implies a com
plete authority over you, but not however to enslave 
you. This constraint is always adequate to the right 
or obligation. Where can you find the possibility of 
this equality which nature gives her sons, if we admit 
an existing right of constraint? If it be a fact, that 
on the dissolution of the government we did enter into 
a state of nature (and that we did, I humbly judge can
not be denied, as at that time no government existed 
at all) it destroys all claim to one farthing. This. wiD 
be found to be true as wen upon the ground of equity 
and good conscience, as in law, when it is considered, 
that when we went into a state of nature, the meaDS 

of paying debts were taken away from us by them; 
because so far as they had power over us, they pre
vented us from getting money to pay debts. They in
terdicted us from the pursuit of profitable commerce; 
from getting gold and silver, the only things they would 
take-they unjustly drove us to this extremity. By 
the concession of the worthy gentleman, their attack 
upon us was unjust 

" But then, debts are not subject to confiscation, say 
gentlemen, because there were no inquests, no office 
found for the commonwealth. Has a debt an ear-mark? 
Is it tangible or visible? Has it any discriminating 
quality? Unless tangible or visible, how is it to be ascer
tained or distinguished? What does an inquest mean? 
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A solemn inquiry by a jury, by ocular examination, 
with other proofs. If an inquest of office were to be 
had of land, a jury could tell the lines and boundaries 
of it, because they may be distinguished from others, 
and its identity may thereby be ascertained. If a horse be 
the object of inquiry, he can be easily distinguished from 
any other horse. In like manner every other article of 
visible property may be subject to inquests; but such a 
thing as an inquest of a debt never existed, as far as 
my legal knowledge extends. What is to be the conse
quences, if this proceeding be requisite? You must 
set up a court of inquisition, summon the whole nation, 
and ask every man, how much do you owe'! This 
would be productive of endless confusion, perplexity, 
and expense, without the desired eWect. The laws of 
war and of nations, require no more than that the sove
reign power should openly signify its will, that the debts 
be forfeited. There is no particular forensic form ne
cessaJY. The question here, is not whether this con
fiscation be traversed in all the forms of municipal 
regulations. There is a question between Great Britain 
and America similar to that between Alexander and 
the Thebans. Has the sooereign signified his pleasure, . 
t1wl debts be remitted'! A sign is completely sufficient, 
if it be understood by the people. There is a necessity 
of thus speaking the legislative will, that the other party 
may know it, and retaliate; for what is allowed to one, 
is to both parties. This was dift'erent from the nature 
of a solemn war. War is lawful or unlawfu~ according 
to the manner of conducting it. In the prosecution of 
a lawful solemn war, 'it is necessary that you do not de
part from certain rules of moderation, honoin', and 
humanity, but act according to the usual practice of bel
.Iig~rent powers. Did the motb..er country conduct th~ 

Ty 
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war against us in this manner ? We did openly say, 
we mean to confiscate your debts, and modify them, 
because they have lost-their perfect external quality
they are imperfect-we claim that right, 88 a sovereign 
people, over that species of your property. Sir, it was 
not done in a corner. It was understood by our ene
mies. They had a right to retaliate on any species of 
our property they could find. The right of retaliation, 
or just retortion, for equivalent damage on any part of 
an enemy's property, is permitted to every natioo. 
What right has the British nation (for if the nation bas 
not the right, none of its people have) to demand a 
breach of faith in the American government to its citi
zens? I have already mentioned the engagement of 
the government with its citizens respecting the paper 
money-If Y(1U toke it, it shaJJ be money. ShaH it be 
judged now not to be money? Shall this compact be 
broken for the sake of the British nation? No, sir, 
the language of national law is otherwise. Sir, the 
laws of confis~ation and paper money, made together 
one system, connected and sanctioned by the legislar 
ture, on which depended once the fate of our COlm

try, and on which depend now, the happiness, the ease, 
and comfort, of thousands of your fellow-citizens. Will 
it not be a breach of the compact with your people, to 
say that the money is not to keep up to its original 
standard in the quality given it by law? What were the 
effects of this system? What would have been the 
effects, had your citizens been apprized that Britilb 
debts must be paid? Would they have taken the m0-

ney? Would they have deposited the money in the 
loan office, if they had been warned by law, that they 
must deposit it, subject to the future regulatiODS of 
peace; that 1t should Dot release them from the ere-
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ditors? However right it may appear now, to decry 
the paper money, it would have been fatal then; for 
America might have perished, without the aid and effect 
of that medium. Your citizens trusting to this com
pact, submitted to a number of things almost intolerable 
-impressments and violences on their property-it 
encouraged them to exert themselves in defence of their 
property against the enemy dOling the war. If the 
debt in the declaration mentioned be recovered, the 
compact is subverted, as respecting the paper money. 
And this subversion is to take effect for the interest of 
those men, whom, by all laws, human and divine, we 
were obliged to consider as enemies; men, who were 
obliged to comply with the regulations and requisitions 
of their king; and our people will have been labouring, 
not for themselves, but for the benefit of the British 
subject When a vessel is in danger in a storm, those 
who abide on board of her, and encounter the dangers 
of the sea to save her, are allowed some little compen
ation for salvage, for their fidelity and gallantry in 
endeavouring to prevent her loss; while those who aban
don her are entitled to nothing. But, in opposition to 
this wise and politic principle, we, who have withstood 
the storms and dangers, receive no compensation; but 
those who left the political ship, and joined those on the 
other side of the wattr who wished to sink her, and 
who caused us to figbt eightlong years for her preserva
tion, shall come in at last, and get their full share' of 
this vesse~ and yet will have been exonerated from 
every charge. For whom then, were the people of 
America engaged in war? Not for themselves, I am 
sare-the property that they saved will not be for them
selves, but for those whom they bad a right to caU ene
mies. I am not willing to ascribe to the meanest Arne-
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rican the 10'fe of money, or desire of eluding the pa~ 
ment of his debts, as the motive of engaging in the 
war. No, sir. He had nobler and better views. But 
he thinks himself well entitled to those debts, from the 
laws and usages of nations, as a compensation for the 
injuries he has sustained. There is a sad drawback OD 

this property saved. A national debt for seventeeD 
years, considerable taxes, which were profusely laid 
during the war on lands and slaves; and, since the 
peace, we have been loaded with a heavy taxation. I 
know that I advocate this cause on a very advantageous 
ground, when I speak of the right of salvage. The 
cargo on board the wrecked vessel belongs to the Bri
tish; it will have been saved for them! but the salvage 
is due to us only. If you take it on the ground of 
interest-you may hold as a pledge-you may retain 
for salvage. If you take it on the scale of the CODlJllOD 

law, or of national law-you may oppose damages to 
debts-retain the debts, to retribute and compensate 
for the injuries they have done you. I have now gat 
over, and I trust established, the first point; that is, that 
debts in common wars are subject to forfeiture, and 
much more 80 in a revolution war like the American 
war.'" 

Having established his first position, he presents biB 
next point thus: "My next point is, that the British 
debts being so forfeited (as I conceive) can only be 
revived by the treaty; and unless they be 80 revived, thef 

• These copious extracts &om the report on Mr. Henry's first point. 1ft! 

deemed necessary, to give the reader an idea of his mode of argument.atioa. 
80 far .. it can be furnished by this report. It would be trespassing on the in
dulgence of the proprietor of the manuscript, (which baa never been pGb
liahed,) and tre8p88Bing, too, perhaps on the patience of that portion of m, 
r9de1'8, who can find no enjoyment in legal diacuasion, to pUl'llUe _, far, 
ther this extended mode of analysis. 
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are gone for ever. I will then consider how this matter 
stands under the treaty." He proceeds then to show 
by authority, the rules by which treaties are to be con
strued; and demonstrates, that a treaty can confer no 
benefit unless it be mutually observed with good faith: 
that perfidy on either side, is a forfeiture of all its ad
vantages; that the stipulations of a treaty are in the 
nature of conditions precedent; that a breach on either 
side dissolves the covenant altogether, and places the 
parties> on the general ground which they occupied 
before the treaty; that Great Britain had violated the 
treaty, in the moment of its ratification, by carrying 
off our slaves, and detaining with an armed force those 
posts of which she had stipulated the immediate sur
render; that the pretence of her having acted thus as a 
retaliatory measure for the non-payment of the debts, 
was an insult to Common understanding, because she 
began her infractions before any experiment had been 
made of a recovery of the debts; that the notion of a 
reprisal, preceding any injury-and a retaliation in ad
mnte, of any wrong on the opposite side, was so far 
from mitigating her offence, that it was a daring insult 
on the honour and good faith of this nation!. Having by 
a series of authorities directly in point; established the 
right of the American nation to regard the treaty as 
abolished by any perfidious. infraction of it, on the part 
of Great Britain, he shows next, that those infractions 
were established by the pleadings in the cause; because 
the defendant by his several pleas had specified those 
infractions, and the plaintift; by demuning to the pleas, 
had admitted the truth of their averments. 

Great Britain then, as a nation, having by her own 
perfidy forfeited all right to insist upon the treaty, and 
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that treaty as between the fIldions, being annulled, the 
next question was, whether any individual of the British 
nation could claim any advantage under the treaty? 
This he shows could net be done, because in making 
the treaty, the sovereigns of the two nations acted for aU 
the individuals of their respective nations; the indivi
duals were bound by all the acts of those sovereigns, 
whether in making or abolishing a treaty. " Here," 
said he, "are two moral persons, Great Britain and 
America, making a contract The plaintiff claims aDd 
the defendant defends under and tlrough tMm; and if 
either nation or moral person, has DO rights fA> benefi1s 
from such contract, individuals claimittg U1'Itler ".,.. 
can have none. The plaintiff then claims under Iais 
raation, but if that nation have committed perfidy re
specting the observance of the compact, no right can 
be carried therefrom to the plaintiff. It puts him 
back in the same situation he was in before the treaty." 
He shows the absurdity of considering the treaty.as 
annulled, in relation to aU the individuals, in their c0l
lective character of a nation, and yet as in full force for 
the benefit of each, individual separately; for if this 
plaintiff had a right to all the beneficial eft'ects of the 
treaty, every man in England had the same right; aDd 
he cites and reads from Vattel, a conclusive authority 
to show that the coDventionallaw of nations could take 
its effect only from universal right, extendiag equally 
to all the citizens or individuals of a nation. But to 
say, that America had a right to consider the treaty II 
void against all the individuals of the British natioa, 
coikctively, while each and every individual of that 
nation separcddy, could enforce it upon her, was to 
offer to the undentandiJlg, a paradoxical absurdity, 
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88 insulting to common sense, as the conduct of 
Great Britain bad been to the honour of the Americ8Il 
nation. 

He contended further on this point, that if the treaty 
had been observed by Great Britain, and were of conse
quence, still obligatory, it did not and could not operate 
where monies had beeD actually paid into the treasury 
under the laws of the state: for the provision of the treaty 
is, "that creditors on either side should meet with no 
lawful impediment to the recovery of all bona fole debts-;, 
heretofore contracted." The defendant, said he, hav
ing paid the money into the treasury according to the 
act of assembly, and the truth of the payment being 
admitted in the record, this article of the treaty could 
not support the plaintift"s claim. "To derive a benefit 
from the treaty, the plaintiff must demand a bona.fide 
debt: that is, a debt bono,.fide due. The word debt 
implies that the thing is due; for if it be not d'tU!, how 
can it be a debt? To give to these words, all debts 
hRntofure contracted, a strictly literal sense, would be 
to authorize a renewed demand for debts which had 
been actually paid off to the creditor; for these were 
certainly within the 'IDOf'ds of the treaty, being debts 
heretofure contracted-to avoid this absurd and dis
hODest consequence, you must look at the intention of 
the thing; and the intention certainly was to embrace 
those cases where there had not been a legal pa'!J'Tl'Uml. 
I ask," said he, "why a payment made in gold and 
silver is a legal paymenl? Because the coin of those 
metals is made current by the laws of this country? 
If paper be made CUlTent by the same authority, why 
should not a payment in it; be equally valid? The 
British subject cannot demand payment, because I con
front bi$ demand with a receipt. • Why will a receipt 
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discharge in any instance ?-because it is founded 011 

the laws of the country. A receipt given in co ... 
quence of a payment in coin, is a legal discharge, onIJ 
because ~ law of the cmmtry ~ it BO. I ask then 
why a receipt given in consequence of a payment into 
the treasury, be not of equal validity, since it has pre
cisely the same foundation? It is expressly constituted 
a disclutrge by a legislature having competent authoJitr. 
This debt therefore, having been l£gally'paid by the 
contractor, was not d'tl£ from him at the time of making 
the treaty, and therefore is not within the intention of 
that instrument But, say the gentlemen on the other 
side, the one payment has the consent of the creditor, 
and the other has not: he who paid coin has the 
creditor's consent to the discharge, but he who paid 
money into the treasury, wants it Have we not satis
fied this honourable court, that the governing power 
had a right to put itself in the place of the British sub
jects? Having had an unquestionable right to confiscate, 
sequester, or modify those debts as they· pleased, they 
had an equally indubitable right to substitute themselves 
in the stead of the plaintiff, otherwise those authorities 
have been quoted in vain." He then cites authorities 
to prove, that the law of the place governs the contract; 
and concludes, that the payment into the treasury hav
ing in this instance, been made in consequence of a 
law of this commonwealth, which 'Y'as strictly co~ 
nant with the laws of nations, and which had declared 
that such payment sIwuJ,d operate as a complek aM 
.finol discoorge, this was not a subsisting debt, within the 
contemplation of the treaty, and remained therefore, 
wholly unaffected by it 

The next question was, whether this ccmrt could take 
notice of this infracti~n of the treaty, OD the part of 
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Great Britain, and found their judgment upon il On 
this question, he observes that the court were not 
called upon to step out of their appropriate sphere, in 
order to invade the province of the jury: by trying facts; 
the facts were all agreed by the pleadings; the court 
were merely called upon to say what was the law 
arising on those facts. The existence or non-exist
ence of the treat;y, was a legal inference from the factfJ 
agreed; which the court alone were competent to de
cide. The plaintiJf himself had forced this question 
on the court, by relying in his replication on the treaty, 
as restoring his right to recover this debl He sets up 
his right under this instrument expressly, and then 
questions the jurisdiction of the court to decide npon 
the instrument! The treaty, qooad Iwc, is the covenant 
of the parties in this suit: the question presented by 
the pleadings is, whether the plaintiff, who by that 
covenant, bas taken upon himself the performance of 
a prece~ent condition, can claim any 'benefit under it, 
UDtiI he shall show that this precedent ~ndition has 
been performe~. On this question said he, the gentle
man's argument is, that the court have no power to de
cide on the construction of the covenant, which he him- ' 
self has brought before them; that they have nothing 
to do with the dependence or independence of the 
stipul!Ltions, or the reciprocal rights of the parties, to 
claim under the covenant, without showing a previous 
performance OR their respective parts! He, on the con
trary, insisted that uder the constitution of the United 
States, the question belonged, peculiarly and exclu
sively, to the judicial department: that by the consti
tution, it was expressly provided that the judicial power 
should extend to aU cases arising under treaties: that 
the law of treaties embraced the whole extent of natural 

zz 
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and national law; that the constitution therefore, bt 
referring all cues arising under treaties, to the j ... 
eiary, had of necessity invested them with the pow. 
of I!ppealing to that code of laW&, by which alone the 
construction, the operation, the elicacy, the legal a· 
istenee or non-exiateaee of treaties, must be tested: aad 
by this code, they were told in the moat emphatic tellDl, 
that he who violates one article of a 1reaty, relea_ 
the other party from the performanee of any part of it; 
that the reference of all casea arising under treaties, to 
the judicial department, canied with it every power 
Dear or remote, direct or collateral, whidl WI8 eIIeIltiII 
to a fair and just decision of those C88e8;-that in eHfJ 
auch case, the very Ant question was, " there a tawtr 
or not?-not whedler there ItaB been a treaty-bat 
whether there is an ~, oWigaIory, ..... 
treaty. To decide this question, the court.UBt brm, 
the facts to the standard of the IaWl of natiou; and by 
this staudard it had been shown, dlat in the cue at 
bar, there existed no treaty, from which a British 81lb
ject could claim any benefit That if 1he judicial .. 
partment had not the po)Ver of decidiDg thiI ~ 
.there waa no department in tile American.govemmeDt 
which did possess it: the state govermneats have .. 
thing to do with it-congresa cannet touch the ... 
ject-they may indeed, declare war for a violation; bat 
a nation was not to be forced to tJais extremi1f, - eYeIJ 
00088ion; there w.ere other modes of redress, abort of 
a 4ecl8l'8tion of war, to which natioas had a rigltt .. 
resort; and ODe of them, 81 he had shown, was the po .. 
of withholdiag from the perJidioU8 violator Or a ~ 
those benefits which he claimed under it. Now, ~ 
greu could not by a law declare a treaty void-it .is not 
among thOle grants of power which the coDltitatiolL 
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makes to them; they cannot therefore, meddle with 
the subject in any other way than by a declaration of 
war; neither can the president and senate touch it They 
can make treaties; but the constitution gives them no 
·power to tzpouI'&fI. a treaty; much less to declare tt t1Oid: 
they can only unite with the house of representatives, 
in punishing an infraction by a declaration of war. To 
the judiciary alone, then, belongs this pacific power 
4f withholding legal benefits, claimed under a treaty, 
because of the mala jitJa of the party claiming them. 
Now, what will be the situati~n of this country, com
pared with that of Great Britain, if you deny this power 
to the judieiary? If you have not observed the treaty 
with good faith, and go . to England, claiming any be
nefit under the treaty, there is a power there, called 
royal prerogative, which will teD you-no-go home 

. and act honestly, and you shall haye your rights under 
the treaty. Your breach of faith wiD not drive them to 
a declaration of war-there is a power there whiell 
obtains redress by withholding your rights, until you 
act with good faith: but where is the recriprocal and 
cOlTesponding power in our government, if it be not 
in the judiciary? It is no where;-we have no redress 
short of a declaratiOD of war. Is this one of the pre
cious fruits of the adoption of the federal constitution, 
to bind us hand and foot with the fetters of technicality, 
and leave us no way of bursting them asunder, but by a 
declaration of war, and the effiJsion of human blood! 
It was never. intended. The wisdom and virtue which 
framed the constitution, could never have intended to 
place the country in tbi8 humiliating and awful predica
ment Give to this power of deciding on treaties, 
which is delegated to the federal judiciary, a liberal 
construction-give them all the incidental powers, 
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necessary to carry it into effect~pen to them the whole 
region of natural and national law, which furnish the 
only rule of expounding those national compacts, caIIed 
treaties, and your government is unmutilated, its mea
sure of power is fun up to the exigencies of the 
nation, and you treat on equal tenns: but upon the 
opposite construction, much better would it be that 
America should have no treaties at all, than that bav
ing them, she should want those means of enforcement 
and redress, which all other nations possess. 

Having thus established that debts are subject to COD

fiscation in common wars, and much more so in the 
war of the revolution-that Virginia was an independ
ent nation, and, as such, competent to the exercise of 
this right of eminent domain~f taking to herself the 
debts of her enemies-that she had in fact exercised 
this right, and that this debt, had under one of her laws 
of that character, been legally discbarged-that the 
treaty had no effect in reviving the claim, because the 
treaty had been annulled by the infractions of it on die 
part of Great Britain-and because if it had not, this WIll 

. not a subsisting debt, within the purview of the treaty 
-and, finally, that the court's jurisdiction extended 
to eveIY question touching the continuance or ann .. 
ment of treaties. He said, he had now finished his 
own view of the subject, and should have taken his 
seat, but for the necessity of giving ~ panicular an
swer to the various objections to these principles, 
which had been so ably urged by the comasel for the 
plainti1f. In this part of his subject he shows the most 
masterly acuteness,.address, and vigour. A gentlmnan 
who was present,· has described some of the circum-

• The late Hr.-Hardin Dumler. 
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stances of his manner, with a very interesting minute
ness. "Mr. Henry," he said, "had taken ample 
notes of the arguments of his adversaries: the people 
would give him his own time to examine his notes, and 
select the argument or remark that he meant to make 
the subject of his comments, observing in these pauses 
the most profound silence. If the answer which he 
was about to give was a short one, he would give it, 
without removing his spectacles from his nose-but if 
he was ever seen to give his spectacles a cant to the top 
of his wig, it 'W08 a decl4ratitm of tDar, and his adver
saries must stand clear." 

I propose to give a few specimens only of his mode 
of answering the arguments of the opposing counsel 
It had been urged by them, that the laws of nations had 
-declared only the estate of an alien enemy liable to con
fiscation-but that debts were mere rights-cl&oses in 
act1on-and therefore not of a confiscable character. 
His answer to this, is a happy mixture of ridicule and 
argument It is short, and I shall give it in his own 
words. 

"But a clwse in action is not liable to forfeiture. 
Why? Because it is too terrible to be done. There 
is such a thing as ~ining at a gnat, and swaU.owing a 
camel. Things muCh more terrible MfJe been done
things, from which our nature, where it has any pre
tensions to be pure and correct, must recoil with horror. 
Show me those laws which forfeit ybur life, attaint your 
blood, and beggar your wife and children. Those san
guinary and inhuman laws, to which every thing valua
ble must yield, are to be found in the code· of that 
people, under whom the plaintiff now claims. IS it so 
terrible to confiscate debts, when they forfeit life,. and 
. wrrupt the very source of your blood? . Though every 
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other thing dear to humanity is forfeitable, yet del6, it 
IJeems, must be spared! Debts are too sacred to be 
touched! It is a mereantile idea, that worahips Mam
mon, instead of God. A e1&ose in aetion shall ~ 
is without your reach. What authority can they adduce 
in support of such conclusive pre-eminence for debts? 
No political or human institution has placed them abme 
other thiDgB. If debt be the mOlt sacred oC aD ea.rtbIy 
obligations, I am uninformed from whence it haa de
rived that eminence. The principle is to be found iB 
the day books, journals, and ledgen of merchantB; not 
in the writings or reasonings of the wiee and well ia
formed-the enlightened instructon of mankind. Caa 
any gentleman show me any instance, where the life or 
property of a gentleman or plebeian in England ia Cor
feited, and yet his debts spared? The state can claim 
debts due to one guilty of high treason. .Are they not 
subject to confiscation? I concur in that souH princi
ple, that good faith is essential to the bappine&l of IIUID

kind; that its want, atops all hWll8.ll intercoune, act 
renden us miserable. This principle is permIDst, _ 
universal. Look to what point of the CODlpaes you 
will, you will find it pervading all nations. Who does 
not I!Iet down its sacred influence as the only thing that 
comforts human life? Does tIw pWntiff clatm tArougA 
good JaiJh'/ How does M derive his claim? TIIroug6 
perfoly: tIlrough a poUuted channeL Every thing of 
that kind would have come better from our side of the 
question, than from thein." 

Mr. Ronald had insisted, strenuously, that there could 
be no fgrfeiture or escheat without the inquest of a jury; 
and that no act of the legislature had, in fact, directly 
forfeited these debts. In answer ~o this, Mr. BeDry 
says, " But the gentleman hu obterved, that neither the 
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declaration of the legislature by the act of 17'79, that 
the B~h subjects had become aliell8, and their pro
perty vested in the commonwealth, nor any other act 
pueed on the subject, could divest the debm out of the 
British cretiito1'8. It cannot be done without the so
lemnity of an inquiry by a jury. The debt of A or B 
cannot be given to C, without this solemnity. Is the 
little legality of forms, which are necessary when. you 
speak of estates and titles, requisite on such mighty 
occasions u these? When the fate of a nation is con
C81'ned, you are to speak the language of nature. 'When 
your very existence is at stake, are you to speak the 
technical language of boob, and to be confined to the 
limited rules of technical criticism?-to those tricks 
and quirks-those little twislB and twirls of low chica
nery and sophistry, which are 80 beneficial to profes
sional men? Alexander said, in the style of that mighty 
JIl8Il to the ThessaJulDs, Youarefreef'l'OllltJu: Th£banB, 
aDd the debts they owed them were thereby remitted •. 
Every other sovere~ has the same right to use the 
same Datural, manly, aDd laconic language; not when 
he is victorious only, but in every situation, if he be·in 
a state of hostility with other nations. The acts use 
Dot the language of technicality, they speak not of 
rdeasa, dilcharges, and acquiItances; but they speak 
the I.lative will, in simple speech, to the human 
undel'ltaading-a style better suited to the purpose, 
dwl the turgid and pompous phrueology of many great 
writel'l. " 

Mr. Ronald, who was a native of Scotland, and at the 
commencement of the revolutionary war at least,. had 
been suspected of being not very warm in the American 
cause, had urged the objection to the natiODal compe
~DCy of Virginia, at the time of the passage of those. 
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laws of confiscation and forfeiture, on which the da. 
fendant relied; and in the course of his obsen-ations, 
had unfortunately used the remark, that Virginia was, 
at that time, nothing more than a revolted ooluny. 
,\\l1en Mr. Henry came to notice this remark, he gave 
his spectacles the war cant: "But another observa
tion," said he, "was made; that by the law of nations 
we had not a right to legislate on the subject of British 
debts-we were not an independent nation--and I 
thought," said he, raising.himself aloft, while his frame 
dilated itself beyond the ordinary size, "that I heard 
the word-revolt!" At this word, he turned upon Mr. 
Ronald, his piercing eye, and knit his brows at him, 
with an expression of indignation and contempt, which 
seemed almost to annihilate him. It was like a stroke 
of lightning. Mr. Ronald shrunk from the withering 
look: and, pale and breathless, cast down his eyes, 
" seeming," says my informant, " to be in quest of an 
auger hole, by which he might drop through the floor, 
and escape for ever from mortal sight" Mr. Henry 
perceived his suffering, and his usual good nature imme
diately returned to him. He raised his eyes gently 
towards the court, and shaking his head, slowly, with an 
an expression of regret, added, "I wish I had not 
heard it: for although innocently meant (and I am sure 
that it was so, from the character of the gentleman who 
mentioned it) yet the sound displeases me-it is unplea
sant" Mr. Ronald breathed again, and looked up, and 
his generous adversary dismissed the topic, to resume. 
it no more. 

It may give the reader some idea of the amplitude of 
this argument, when he is told, that Mr. Henry was en
gaged three days successively in its delivery, and some 
faint conception of the enchantment which he threw 
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over it, when he learns that although it turned entirely 
on questions of law, yet the audience mixed as it was, 
seemed so far from being wearied, that they followed 
him throughout, with increased enjoyment. The room 
continued full to the last; and such was the "the listen
ing silence" with which he waS heard, tbat not a syllable 
that he uttered, is believed to have been lost. When he 
finally sat down, the concourse rose~ with a general mw!
mur of admiration; the scene resembled the breaking 
up and dispersion of a great theatrical assembly, 
which had been enjoying for the first time, the 
exhibition of some new and splendid drama: the 
speaker of the house of delegates, was at length able 
to command a quorum for business; and every quar
ter of the city, and at length, every part of the 
state, was filled with the echoes of Mr. Henry's 
eloquent speech. 

His practise, during these last years, of which we 
are' now speaking, was confined pretty generally to 
cases of consequences. He did not like the profession, 
and was not willing to embark in any case, for the 
ordinary fees. I have an interesting sketch' of him, in 
his professional character, duriug those Years, from the 
same elegant pen, which in a former page exhibits the 
parallel between him and Mr. Lee, in 1784: it is as 
follows: 

"At the bar, Mr. Henry was eminently successful. 
When I saw him there, he must, from the course of his 
life, which had been chiefly political, have become 
somewhat rusty in the learning of his profession: yet I 
considered him as a good lawyer: he seemed to be well 
acquainted with the rules and canons of property. He 
would not, indeed, undergo the drudgery necessary for 

SA 
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complicated business; yet I am told) that in the British 
debt cause, he astonished the public not less by the mal
ter, than the manner of his speech. It was however as 
a criminal lawyer, that his eloquence had the fairest 
scope, and in that character I have seen him. He 
was perfect master of the passions of his auditory; 
whether in the tragic, or comic line. The tones of his 
voice, to say nothing of his matter and gesture, were in
sinuated into the feelings of his hearers, in a manner 
that baffies all description. It seemed to operate by 
mere sympathy; and by his tones alone, it seemed to me, 
that he could make you cry or laugh at pleasure. I will 
endeavour to give you some account of this tragic, and 
comic effect in two instances, which I witnessed." 

" About the year 1792, one Holland killed a young 
man in Botetourt. The young man was popular, and 
lived, I think, with Mr. King, a wealthy merchant in 
Fincastle, who employed Mr. John Brackenridge to 
assist in the prosecution of Holland. This HQlland 
bad gone up from the county of Louisa as a sc~ 
master, but bad turned out badly, and was unpopular. 
The killing was in the night, and was generally believed 
to be murder. He was the son of one doctor Holland, 
who was yet living in Louisa, and had been one of Mr. 
Henry's juvenile friends and acquaintances. It was 
chiefly at the instance of the father, and for a very mo
derate fee, that Mr. Henry undertook to go out to the 
district court of Greenbrier, to defend the prisoner. 
Such were the prejudices there, that the people had 
openly and repeatedly declared that even Patrick 
Henry need not come to defend Holland, unless be 

. brou~t a jUry with him. On the day of trial, the 
court house was crowded. I did not move from my 
seat for fourteen hoW'S; and bad no wish to do so. 

. . 
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The examination of the witnesses t60k up great part 
of the time, and the lawyers were probably exhausted. 
Brackenridge was eloquent; but Henry left no drY eye 
in the court house. The case I believe was murder; 
though possibly, 700nslauglder cmly. Mr. Henry laid 
hold of this possibility with such effect, as to make all 
forget that Holland had killed the store-keeper at all; 
and presented the deplorable case of the jury's killing 
Holland, an innocent man. By that force of descrip
tion which be possessed in so wonderful a degN8) ~., 
exhibited, as it were, at the clerk's table, old Holland 
and his wife, who were then in Louisa; but the draw~ ? 

ing w.!!. so -p'()w:erful, and so true to naU;e, --tiiat'w~ I] 
seemed to see them before us, and to hear them asking 1:·-
of the -Jury, 'where is our son? what have you dorie t; / .. 
with rum?' All this was done in a manner so solenu:t. - . Y , 
and touching, and a tone so irresistible, that it was imi' v 
possible for the stoutest heart not to take sides with the 
criminal: as for the jury, they lost sight of the murdet, 
they-wei'e trying, and wept most profusely, with old~ 
Holland and his wife, whom ~r. Henry painted, an~ 
perhaps proved to be very respectable, During the 
examination of the evidence, the bloody clothes had 
been brought in: Mr. Henry objected to their exhibi-
tion, and applied ~ost forcibly and pathetically An-
thony's remark on Cresar's wounds, on those dumb 
'I1IlJfd1uJ which would raise the stones of Rome to mu-
tiny. He urged that this sight would totally deprive 
the jury of their judgment, ~hich would be merged in 
their feelin(s. The C9urt was divided, and the motion 
fell. The result of the trial was, that after the retire-
ment of an half or quarter of an hour, the jury brought 
in a verdiet of not guiUy; but on being reminded by 
the court that they might fin~ a degree of homicide, . 
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inferior to murder, they altered their verdict to guilty 
oj manslaughter." 

" He:&zry was less in thT if~Thmic 
line, when it became necessary to resort to it. Yon have 
no doubt heard how he defeated John Hook, by raising 
the of befit againTt . lcifill giTT you 
instance. \In the year 1792, there were many suits on 
the sputh side of rivTr for infiirting LYTch's 
laW,,,)TY offivr y4Tundr beT;:&l yiven 
in Prince Edward district court, in a case of this kind. 
ThiT alarmed the deflTdant neTi Tase, em-
ployrd Mr. to P~:ffmd iK';,ase that" 

a waggoner and the plaintiff were travelling to Rich-
mond tngethnr, when a 
turkrp and it his was 
made to the defendant, a justice of the peace; both the 
partirl were th~: waggonrl agreed take 
a wn:4ppmg, Sei:lt jail: the PW:®:1&1l1ll 
refused: the justice, however, gave him also 
ftagdlffltion j dor thir suit 
tiff, way oftaPing fOrl1D iii the arlrnc.e. 2.tr:q'gg2llLeU. 
that he was wholly innocent of the act committed. Mr. 
He1Daj5 on th1D &:;onteaPnd, that was p~, 
presnat, aidh&g and :®:1&ldting. fn thn nnune his 
remarks, he expressed himself thus: 'But, gentlemen 
of jury, plainPff tells he nothinp do 
with turkf;y~I ray, genPemen, oot untifit tDt.U 

roasted.' &c. He pronounced this word roasted with 
such rtJtunditp rf voinr, ruch ladicr055r whirl the 

• Thirty.nine laahes, inflicted without trial or Ia., on mere 55?:q'gg,kfioa ttl 
guilt, could be prove?:, nhis Iani?:5:5 pract;il,5:5hid1, 
IOmeti%JC±.tr:5 ly the of a m;aZstrate, Bom55,mes wiam'5j prevailq'ggr ?:nen. 
lively in the upper counties on James river, toot its name from the gelJt.lo. 
man who Itt the first example of it. 
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tongue, and in a manner so indescribably comical, that 
it threw every one into a fit of laughter oJ, the plaintiff, 
who stood up in the place usually allotted to criminals; 
and the defendant was let off, with little or no da
mages." 

The case of John Hook, to which my correspondent 
alludes, is worthy of insertion. Hook was a Scotchman, 
a man of wealth, and suspected of being unfriendly to 
the American cause. During the distresses of the 
American army, consequent on the joint invasion of 
Cornwallis and Phillips in 1781, a Mr. Venable, an army 
commissary, had taken two of Hook's ste~rs for the use 
of the troops. The act had not been strictly legal; and 
on the establishment of peace, Hook, under the advice· 
of Mr. Cowan, a gentleman of some distinction in the 
law, thought proper to bring an action of trespass against 
Mr. Venable, in the district court of New London. Mr. 
lIenry ap}1eared for the defendant, and is said to have 
disported himself in this cause to the infinite enjoyment 
of his hearers, the unfortunate Hook always excepted. 
After Mr. Henry became animated in the cause, says a 
correspondent, :11= he appeared to have complete controul 
over the passions of his audience: at one time he ex
cited their indignation against Hook: vengeance was 
visible in every countenance: again, when he chose to 
relax and ridicule him, the whole audience was in a 
roar of laughter. He painted the distresses of the 
American army, exposed almost naked to the rigour of 
a winter's sky, and marking the frozen ground over 
which they marched, with the blood of their unshod 
feet; where was the man, he said, who had an Ameri
can heart in his bosom, who would not have thrown 

• Judge StUal't. 
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open his fields, his barns, his cellars, the doors of IUs 
house, the portals of his breast, to have received witb 
open arms, the meanest soldier in that little band of 
famished patriots? Where is the man?-There he 
stands-but whether the heart of an American beats 
in his bosom, you, gentlemen, are to judge. He then 
carried the jury, by the powers of his imagination, to 
the plains around York, the sun'ender of which had 
followed shortly after the act complained of: he depicted 
'the surrender ill the most glowing and noble colours of 
his eloquence-the audience saw before their eyes the 
humiliation and dejection of the British, as they march
ed out of their trenches-they saw the triumph which 
lighted up every patriotic face, and heard the shouts of 
victory, and the cry of Washington and liberty, as it 
rong and echoed through the American ranks, and was 
reverberated from the hills and shores of the neighbour
ing river-" but, hark, what notes of discord are these 
which disturb the general joy, and silence the acclama
tions of victor.y-they are the notes of John Hook, 
hoarsely bawling through the American camp, bet! 
beef! beef!" 

The whole audience were convulsed: a particular in
cident will give a better idea of the effect, than any 
general description. The clerk of the court, unable to 
command himself, and unwilling to commit any breach 
of decorum in his place, rushed out of the court house, 
and threw himself on the grass, in the most violent 
paroxysm of laughter, where he was rolling,' when 
Hook, with very different feelings, came out, for relief, 
into the yard also. " Jemmy Steptoe," said he to the 
clerk, "what the' devil ails ye, mon?" Mr. Steptoe 
was only able to say, that 11£ could not h£lp it. " Never 
mind ye," said Hook; "wait till Billy Cowan gets up: 
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he'U show him the la'." Mr. Cowan, however, was so 
completely overwhelmed by the torrent which bore 
upon his client, that when he rose to reply to Mr. 
Henry, he was scarcely able to make an intelligible or 
audible remark. The cause was decided almost by 
acclamation. The jury retired for fonn sake, and 
instantly returned with a verdict for the defendant 
Nor did the effect of Mr. Henry's speech stop here. 
The people were so highly excited by the tory audacity 
of such a suit, that Hook began to hear around him a 
cry more terrible than that of beef: it was the cry of 
tar and feathers: from the application of which, it is 
&aid, that nothing saved him but a precipitate flight 
and the speed of his horse. 

I have not attempted, in the course of these sketches, 
to follow Mr. Henry through his professional career. I 
have no materials to justify such an attempt It has 
been indeed, stated to me, in general, that he appeared 
in such and such a case, and that he shone with great 
lustre; but neither his speeches in those cases, nor any 
point of his argument, nor even any brilliant passage 
has been communicated, so that the sketch that could 
be given of them, must be either confined to a meagre 
catalogue of the causes, or the canvass must be fined up 
by my own fancy, which would at once, be an act of 
injustice to Mr. Henry, and a departure from that his
torical veracity, whic~ it has been my anxious study, in 
every instance, to observe. 

I have been told, for example, tllat in the year 1774, 
Mr. Henry appeared at the· bar of the general court, 
iq defence of a married man by the name of Henry 
Bullard, indicted for the murder of a beautiful girl, 
who lived in his house, to whom he had unfortunately 
hecome attached, and whom, in a moment of frantic 
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despair, he sacrificed to his hopeless passion. The 
defence is said to have been placed on the ground of 
insanity; and it is easy to conceive in general, the figure 
which Mr. Henry must have made in such a cause. 
Those pathetic powers of eloquence, in which he was 
so pre-eminently great, had ample scope for their exer
cise in this case; and we can credit, without difficulty, 
the assertion, that he deluged the house with tears, and 
effected the acquittal of his client But this is all that 
we know of the case.· 

So also, I learn that, on some occasion, after the war, 
he appeared at the bar of the house of delegates, in sup
port of a petition of the officers of the Virginia line, who 
sought to be placed on the footing of those who had 
been taken on continental establishment: and that, after 
baving depicted their services and their sulferings, in 
colours which filled every heart with sympathy and 
gratitude, he dropped on his knees, at the bar of the 
house, and presented such an appeal as might almost 
have softened rocks, and bent the knotted oak. Yet 
no vestige of this splendid speech remains; nor have I 
been able, after the most diligent inquiries, to ascer
tain the year in which it occurred; similar peti
tions having been presented, for several successive 
se,ions. 

f 'It was in the year 1794, that he bade a final adieu 

\ 

to his profession, and retired to the bosom of his own 
_ family. [!Ie retired, loaded with honours, public and 
/ professional: and carried with him, the admiration, the 

• If this is the case of Henry Bullard, who was indicted at the April tena 
ofl7T4, for the murder of Mary Pinlll!r, this honour claimed by my CIJITl!-

8pondent for Mr. Henry, is not due: for the records of the general c:omt 
show, that the indictment, although originally drawn for the charge ofmur· 
der, was reduced to matlslaughter by the grand jury; or which offence the 
prisoner was convicted, TIlere i., probably, lOme mistake in the name. 
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gratitude, the confidence, and the love of his country)' 
L No man had ever pass~d through 80 long a life of pub- , 

lic service, with a reputation more perfectly unspotted.) 
Nor had Mr. Henry on any occasion, sought sec~ty 
from censure, by that kind of pntdent silence and 
temporizing neutrality, which politicians so frequently 
observe. Orr the contrary, his course had been uni
fonnly active, bold, intrepid, and independent On 
every great subject of public interest, the part which 
he had taken was open, decided, manly; his country 
saw his motives, heard his reasons, approved his con
duct, rested upon his virtue, and his vigour; and con
templated with amazement, the evolution and unremit
ted display of his transcendent talen1B. \For more than 
thirty yean, he had now stood before that country
open to the scrutiny and the censure of the invidious 
-yet he retired, not only without spot or blemish, but 
with all his laurels blooming full and fresh upon him
fonowed by the blessings of his almost adoring COWl

trymen, and cheered by that most exquisite of all earthly 
possessions-the consciousness of having in deed and 
in truth, pI4yed tDell hiB pori. He had now too, become 
disembarrassed of debt; his fortune was aftIuent; and he 
enjoyed in his retirement, that ease and dignity, which 
JlO man ever more richly deserved.> 

Sa 
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SECTION X. 

WHATEVER difference of opinion may exist as to 
other parts of his character, in this the ooncurrence is 
universal; that there never was a man better .consti
tuted than Mr. Henry, to enjoy and to adorn the retire
ment, on which he had· now entered. Nothing can be 
more amiable, nothing more interesting and attaching, 
than those pictures which have been furnished from 
every quarter, without one dissentient stroke of the j penci~ of this great and virtuous man in the bosom or 
printe life. Mr. Jeft'en;Q~ __ ~ays, that "~~_was the best 
bumour~d. ~,?mp~!o~ in_the :worl~;~~._His disposition 
was indeed all sweetness-his affections were wanD, 

kind, and social-his patience invincible-his temper 
ever unclouded, cheerful, and serene-..:.his mannel'S 
plain, open, familiar, an~ simple-his conversation 
easy, ingenuous, and unaffected-full of entertainment, 
full of instruction, and irradiated with all those light 
and softer graces, which his genius threw without 
effort, ~ver the most common subjects. It is said that 
there stood in the court, before his door, a large wal
nut tree, under whose shade it was his delight to pass 
his summer evenings, surrounded by his affectionate 
and happy family, and by a circle of neighbours who 
loved him almost to idolatry. Here he would disport 
himself with all the careless gaiety of infancy. Here 
too, he would sometimes warm the bosoms of the old, 
and strike fire from the eyes of his younger hearers, by 
recounting the tales of other times; by sketching, with 
the boldness of a master's hand, those great historic 
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"incidents in which he had borne a part; and by draw
ing to the life, and placing before his audience, in 
colours as fresh and strong as those 9f nature, the 
many illustrious men in every quarter of the continent, 
with whom he had' acted a part on the public stage. 
Here too, he would occasionally discourse with all the 
wisdom and all the eloquence of a Grecian sage, of the 
various duties and offices of life; and pour forth those 
lessons of practical utility, with which long experience 
and observation had stared his mind Many were the 
visitors from a distance, old and young, who came on a 
kind of pious pilgrimage, to the retreat of the veteran 
patriot, and found him thus delightfully and usefully 
employed-the old to gaze upon him with long remem
bered afi'ection, and ancient gratitude-the young, the 
ardent, and the emulous, to behold and admire, with 
swimming eyes, the champion of other days, and to 
look with a sigh of generous regret, upon that height 
of glory which they could never hope to reach. Blessed 
be the shade of that venerable tree-ever hallowed the 
spot which his genius has consecrated! Mr. Henry re
ceived these visits, with all his characteristic plainness 
and modesty; and never failed to reward the fatigue of 
the journey, by the warmest welcome, and by the un
ceremonious and fascinating familiarity, with which he 
would at once enter ·into conversation with his new 
guests, and cause them to forget that they were 
strangers, or abroad. Nor must the reader suppose 
that in these conversations he assumed any airs of supe
riority; much less that his conversation was, as in some 
of our conspicuous men, a continued, imperious, and 
didactic lecture. On the contrary, he carried into pri
vate life, all those principles of equality which had 
governed him in public. That ascendancy indeed, 
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which proceeded from the superior energy or his miDd, 
and the weight of his character, would manifest itBel£ 
unavoidably, in the deference of his companions: but 
there was nothing in his manner which would haYe ever 
reminded them of it On the contrary, it seemed to 
be his study to cause them to forget it, and to decoy 
them into a free and equal interchange of thought If 
he took the lead in conversation, it was Bot becauJe he 
sought it; but because it was forced upon him, by that 
silent delight with which he perceived that his oom
pany preferred to listen to him. 

But it was in the bosom of his own family, where. 
the eye of eve.,. visitor and even eve.,. neighbour was 
shut out-where neither the love of frulle, nor the fear 
of censure, could be suspected of throwiBg a fahe 
light upon his character-it was in that very scene, in 
which it has been said that "no man is a hero," that Mr. 
ReDlY's heroism shone with the most engaging beauty. It 
was to his wife, to his children, to his servants, that his 
true character was best known: to this grateful, devoted, 
happy circle, were best known the patient aDd tender 
forbearance, the kind indulgence} the forgiving mild
ness, and sweetness of his spirit, those pure and warm. 
.affections, which were always looking out for the means 
of improving their felicity, and that watchful prudence 
and circumspection, which guarded them from harm. 
What can be more amiable than the playful tenderness 
with which he joined in the sports of his little children, 
and the boundless indulgence with which he received 
and returned their caresses? "His visitors," says one 
of my correspondents, "have not unfrequently caught 
him lying on the 1I00r, with a group of these little ones, 
climbing over him in eve.,. direction, or dancing around 
him, with obstreperous mirth, to the tune of his violiD, 

, 
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while the only contest seemed to be who should make 
the most nOise.» If there be any bachelor 80 cold of 
heart as to be offended at this anecdote, I can only 
remind him of the remark of the great AgesUaus to 
the friend who fuundhim riding on a stick among hi8 
children, "don't memion it, liU yau are ~1f (I fa-
1I&er." 

Such were the scenes of domestic and social bliss, 
such the delicious tranquillity, in which Mr. Henry 
pused the first years of his retirement Yet this re
treat. which so well deserved to have been considered 
18 sacred, 'was doomed in a few years to be disturbed 
by the bickerings of political party. . 

Since Mr. Henry's retirement from public life, new 
parties had arisen in the United States, whose animosi
ties had been carried to an alarming height The fede
ralists, who supported the measures of the new govern
ment, throughout, were accused by their adversaries of 
a disposition to strain the constructive powel'8 of the 
constitution to their highest possible pitch; of a secret 
wish to convert the government into a 8IIbstantiol mo
narchy, at least; to which purpose, the assumption of 
state debts, the establishment of the fimding system, 
and of the natic,lDai bank, the alarming increase of the 
public debt, the imposition of a heavy load of internal 
taxes, the establishment of an army and a navy, with 
all their consequences of favouritism and extensive 
executive patronage, were alleged to have been intro
duced. Tbey were branded with the name of aristo
crats, a name of reproach borrowed from the parties in 
France; and were charged with being inimical to the 
cause of human liberty, as was said to be proven by 
their hostility to the progress of the French revolution, 

, 
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as well as by the alarming character of tbose measures 
which they were pushing forward in America. They 
were suspected and accused of a preference for a g0-

vernment of ranks and orders, and a secret love of titles 
of nobility; of which it was said, one of their principal 
leaders had furnished a decisive proof, so far as he was 
concerned, by having proposed the introduction of titles 
in the continental convention which had framed the 
constitution. The party which urged these charg~ 
took the name of republicans and democrats; declared 
themselves the friends of liberty and the people, and the 
firm advocates of a government of the people by the 
people. They were devoted, with enthusiasm, to the 
cause of liberty in France; considered man as the only 
title of nobility which ought to be admitted, and his 
freedom and happiness as the sole objects of govern
ment; this, they contended, was the principle on which 
the American revolution had turned; that the great 
objects of the revolution could be n6 otherwise attained, 
than by a simple, pure, economical, and chaste admi
nistration of the federal government; and by restricting 
tbe several departments, under the new constitution, to 
the expres,fj letter of the powers assigned·to them by that 
instrument. 

The federalists, on the other hand, denied and re
pelled, with great acrimony and vehemence, the charges 
which had been urged against them by their adversa
ries. They contended that the measures complained 
of, were warranted by the constitution, and were neces
sary to give to the federal govemment, the effect which 
was intended by its adoption. They insisted that tM:g 
were simply, the friends of order and good government; 
and in their turn, branded their adversaries with the 

, 
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.name of.jacomns, who having caught the mania from 
France, were for overturning all government, and 
throwing every thing into anarchy and uproar, in the 
hope of rising themselveS to the top of the chaos. They 
alleged that the opposition was fonned of the dregs of 
the American people, headed and goaded on by a few 
designing men, and fennented into faction by the revo
lutionary elements thrown among them, from abroad, 
in the. shape of French and Irish emigrants and con
victs. They insisted, that it was indispensably Ileces
sary to the peace and order of the American nation, 
that those foreign incendiaries should be driven out 
from the land, and that the licentious fury of our own 
populace also, should be bridled. Under this impres
sion, were passed those alien and sedition laws, which 
are supposed to have put an end to the federal power 
in America. 

It is not my function to decide between these par
ties; nor do I feel myself qualified for such an office. I 
have lived too near the times, and am conscious of hav
ing been too strongly excited by the feelings of the day, 
to place myself in the chair of the arbiter. It would, 
indeed,' be no difficult task . to present, under the en
gaging air of historic candour, the arguments on one 
side, in an attitude 80 bold and commanding; and to 
exhibit those on the oth.er, under a fonn 80 faint and 
shadowy, as to beguile the reader into the adoption of 
my own opinions. But this would be unjust to the 
opposite party, and a disingenuous abuse of the confi
dence of the reader. Let us the~ remit the question 
to the bistorian of future ages; who, if the particular 
memory of the past times shall not be lost in· those 
great events which seem preparing for the nation, 
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will probably decide, that as _ in DlO8t family quar
reis, bo.th parties have been so.mewhat, in the 
wrong. 

Fo.r my purpose, it is sufficient to state the rise and 
existence of those parties, and the fact that their colli
lio.n had convulsed the who.le society. Mr. Remy, 
-altho1J8h removed from the immediate scene of eonte. 
tion, was stiD an o.bject o.f too mach consequence to be 
viewed with indifference. He had a weight of charac
ter which gave to his opinions a prepo.nderating inftu.. 
ence on every subject, and both parties were equaIIJ 
anxious to gain him to their cause. His expre88ioDl 
were watched with the mo.st anxio.us attention, and it 
was not long before aD alarm o.f his defectio.n from the 
popular cause, was given. The first occasion of it 
I discover, was the treaty o.f 1794 with Great Britain, 
co.mmonly kno.wn by the name of Jay's treaty. 

It will be remembered by the reader, that Mr. Bemy 
had o.bjected to the CODStitutio.n, o.n the ground that it 
gave to the president and senate, the tDiole treaty-mak
ing power. This constructio.n of the instrument, WIll 

no.t denied in the state conventiGn; but on the contnIy, 
W88 at least impliedly admitted; and the provisio.n was 
vindicated Gn the gro.wad that the power of treating 
could be no where more safely and properly lodged. 
When, therefore, the republican leaden in the house or 
representatives, claimed a right to panicipatB in the 
ratificatio.n o.f Jay's treaty, Mr. Henry considered them 
88 inco.nsistent with themselves, and- 88' departing from 
their o.wn construetion o.f the constitution. This charge 
and the defence, have both- been· made known to me, 
by the fOllowing letter from Mr. Henry to his daugbtlr, 
Mrs. Aylett: 



J.IFE OF BENtly. 885 

" Red Bill, August 20th, 1796. , 

" My dear Betsy, I 0<.~~/f. fir. William Aylett's anival here, with yo~) • .Z- "., 

letter, gave me the pleasure of hearing of your welfare, \ 
and to hear of that, is highly gratifying to me, as I so 
seldom see you, &co (the rest of this paragraph rela 
to family affairs. U 

" As to the reports you have heard of my c~anging 
aides in politics, I can only say they are not true.-' 
I am too old to exchange my former opinions; which 
have grown up into fixed habits of thinking. True it 
is, I have condemned the conduct of our members in 
congress, because in refusing to raise money for the 
purposes of the British treaty, they in effect, would 
have surrendered our country bound, hand and foot, to 
the power of the British nation. This must have been 
the consequence, I think; but the reasons for thinking 
80, are too tedious to trouble you with. The treaty is, 
in my opinion, a very bad one indeed. But what must 
I think of those men, whom I myself warned of the 
danger of giving the power of making laws by means 
of treaty, to the president and senate, when I see these 
same men denying the existence of that power, which 
they insisted in our convention, ought properly to be 
exercised by the president and senate, and by none 
other? The policy of these men, both then and now, 
appears to me quite void of wisdom and foresight 
These sentiments I did mention in conversation in 
Richmond, and perhaps others which I don't remember; 
but sure I am, my first principle is, that from the British 
we have every thing to dread, when opportunities of 
oppressing us shall offer. 



S86 SKETCHES OF THE 

"It seems that every word was watched which I 
casually dropped, and wrested to answer party views. 
Who can have been so meanly employed, I know nol
nor do I care; for I no longer consider myself as aD 

actor on the stage of public life. It is time for me to 
retire; and I shall never more appear in a public cha
racter, unless some unlooked for circumstance shaD 
demand from me a transient effort, not inconsistent with 
private life-in which I have determined to continue. 
I see with concern, our old commander in chief most 
abusively treated-nor are his long and great senices 
remembered, as any apology for his mistakes in an oftiee 
to which he was totally unaccustomed. If he, whose 
character as our leader during the whole war, was 
above all praise, is so roughly handled in his old age, I 

what may be expected by.men of the common standard 
of character? I ever wished he might keep himself' 
clear of the office he bears, and its attendant difficul
ties-but I am sorry to see the gro88 abuse which is 
published of 'him:' Thus, my dear daughter, have I 
pestered you with a long letter on politics, which is a 
subject little interesting to you, except as it may involve 
my reputation. I have long learned the little value 
which is to be placed on popularity, acquired by any 
other way than virtue; and I have also learned that 
it is often obtained by other means. The view wbiclt 
the rising greatne88 of our country presents to my eyes. 
is greatly tarnished by the general prevalence of deism; 
which with me, is but another name for vice and de
pravity. I am, however, much consoled by reflecting, that 
the religion of Christ, has from its first appearance in the 
world, been attacked in vain, by all the wits, philoso
phers, and wise ones, aided by every power of man, 
and its triumph has been complete. What ia there in 
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1he wit, or wisdom of the present deistical writers or 
professors, that can compare them with Home, Shafts
bury, Bolingbroke, and others? and yet these have been 
confuted, and their fame decaying; in so much that the 
puny efforts of Paine are thrown in, to prop their tot
tering fabrick, whose foundations cannot stand- the test 
of time. Amongst other strange things said of me, I 
hear it is said by the deists that I am one of the num
ber; and indeed, that some good people think I am DO 

christian. This thought gives me much more pain, 
than the appellation of tory; because I think religion 
of infinitely higher importance than politics; and I find 
much cause to reproach myself, that I have lived so 
long, and have given no decided and public proofs of 
my being a christian. But, indeed, my dear child, this 
is a character which I prize far above all this world 

. has or can boast And amongst all the handsome 
things I hear said of you, what gives me the greatest 
pleasure is, to be told of your piety and steady virtue. 
Be assured there is not one tittle, as to disposition EJ 
character, in which my parental affection for you, would 
suffer a wish for your changing; and it flatters my prid 
to have you spoken of, as you are. 

"Perhaps Mr. Roane and Anne may have heard the 
reports you mention. If it will be any object with 
them to see what I write you, show them this. But 
my wish· is to pass the rest of my days, as much as may 
be, unobserved by the critics of the world, who would 
show but little sympathy for the deficiencies to WhiCh) 
old age is so liable. May God bless you, my dear Betsy, 
and your children. Give my love to Mr. Aylett, and 
believe me ever yoW' affectionate father, 

" P. HENRY." 
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This chFge, h:Gl:we:Gl:ee, had :Gl:ot 
of coeiidene:e of COUI&try; in 
the legislature which followed the date of his letter, be 
W:Gl:e lor third dme, elected the of th:Gl: Itatr~ 
The letter by which he declined the acceptance of that 
offk:Gl: is follo'kIe: 

"T:Gl: the bono:Gl:e:Gl:ble, of 
delegates. 

" Charlotte County. NOT. 29th, 17'96. 

" SiI, 
" I just received the bonour of yours, b:Gl:form

inb me of my abf'k}intment to the chief magistracy of 
th~' . I beg fa¥:Gl:ur 
you sir, to convey to the general assembly, my best 

and tcIarm:Gl:}t gr:Gl:btude the :Gl:igmf 
honour they have conferred on me. I should be happy 
if r:ould persu~ciPe mp}%':lf, mp weI~ c~ 

mens urate to the duties of that office; but my decliniDg 
W~"~ me my ""'UlU;, 

I beg leave therefore, to decline the appointment, 
and hop~, and t~&st the 8SSeI,gbly will be 
pleered br exc~re me for doing SO; as no doubt can be 
entertained that many of my fellow-citizez!tc posse,e:Gl: the 
redwurite :Gl:dilitietc lor higP p"ust 

(t With the highest regard, I am, sir, your most obe-

" P. HENRY.'" 

This was the last testimonial of public confideDCe 
Mr. Henr" rec",,,ed his "ativ" "tate 'I'lL" -J m"~m """""'-" 'fA"M _ ~~ 

rumours of his political apostacy became strong and 
-- ----"" 

... 
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general. He was a prize worth contending for; and it 
is not wonderful therefore, that the rival parties ob
serv~ with the most jealous distrust, every advance 
which was made towards him by the other, and inter
preted such advances as so many stratagems to gain 
him over: nor is it wo~derfu~ if during the fever of 
that hot ud violent struggle, many things were sup
posed to be seen, which did not in fact exist; and that 
those which did exist, were sometimes seen under false 
shapes and colours. It was reported at that day, that, 
on Mr. Jefferson's resignation of the office of secretary 
of state, that office was offered to Mr. Henry, in the 
confidence, that while the offer would gratify him, he 
would nevertheless reject it: however this may be, it is 
certain that the embassy to Spain was offm-ed to him, 
during the first administration; and that to France, dur
ing the second.· These offers were known at the time; 
and, when compared with his advanced age-the large 
family with which he was incumbered-his settled and 
well known purpose of retirement-and the consequent 
probability that these offers would not be accepted-and 
the sentiments which he afterwards expressed, in favour 
of some of the measures of administration, which 
were extremely obnoxious in Virginia-those. offers 
were considered by the republicans, as so many strokes 
of political flattery, addressed to the vanity of an old 
man, and which had been but too successful in having 
won him to the federal ranks. That he approved of the 
alien and sedition laws, as good measures, is undenia
ble: indeed, he was not a man who would deny any 
opinion that he held: and, however honest might have . 
been his conviction, both of the constitutionality and 

• On the authority or jud,e Winston. 
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expediency of these measures, it is equally undeniable, 
that his sentiments in relation to them, combined with 
the above causes, by which those sentiments were so. 
pected of having been influenced, produced an ex
tremely unpropitious effect on his popularity in Vir
ginia. 

The charge of apostacy however, implies a previous 
commitment to the opposite side: but the evidence that 
Mr. Henry ever stood committed to the democratic or 
to any other party, (except the great American party of 
liberty and r£'pnblican government,) has not yet been 
seen by the author of these sketches. At the time of 
his retirement, it is believed that the post~onstitutional 
parties were not distinctly marked. He had no oppor
tunity after they were so marked, of expressing his 
opinion publicly in favour of the one side or the other. 
It is highly probable, that his opinions did not coincide 
throughout, with those of either side: and it would be 
rather rash to infer, from his disapprobation of one or 
more measures of the administration, or from his genenl 
love of liberty, that he must of necessity have been attach
ed at firstto the democratic side. Nor would it be more 
correct to infer, from his having resisted the adoption of 
the federal constitution, that he was therefore opposed to 
the measures of those who administered it; for the con
verse of this proposition, which must be equally true, 
would have thrown many more into the federal ranks 
than would have been willing to acknowledge the con
nexion. Mr. Hemy had moreover declared, as we have 
seen, in the last speech which he made in the state con
vention, in opposition to the constitution, that if it should 
be adopted, he would be a peaceable citizen; that he 
would not go to violence, but that he would seek the 
correction of whatever he thought amiss, by quid 
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'tne4RS. Upon the whole, it would seem more liberal, 
more consonant to the high character of Mr. Henry's 
mind, with his time of life, and with that distant and 
feeble connexion ~hich he now considered himself as 
holding with politics, and indeed with the world-to be· 
Iieve that he looked, without passion or prejudice of 
any kind, on the course of the administration, approving 
or condemning, according to his own judgment, without 
reference to the pleasure or opinions of either side: or 
if we must suppose him under personal influence of any 
kind, would it have been unpardonable in him, to have 
been influenced by the opinions of that man, who had 
ever stood first both in his judgment and affections, and 
whom all America acknowledged as the father of his 
country? 

Other natural causes too, may be fairly considered 
as having united their influence in producing this differ· 
ence of political sentiment, between Mr. Henry and the 
majority of his state. In the year 1797, his health 
began to decline, and continued to sink gradually to the 
moment of his death.· He had now passed, through 
a stonny life to his sixtieth year, and the vigour of his 
mind, exhausted more by past toils ~an by years, began 
to give way. Those energies which had enabled him 
to brave the power of Great Britain, and to push for
ward the glorious revolution which made us free, existed 
no longer in their original force. The usual infinnities 
of age and disease, began to press, sorely and heavily, 
upon his sinking spirits. He was startled by that clash 
of contending parties, which rang continually around 
him, and invaded, with perpetually increasing horror, 
the stillness of his retreat. His retirement cut him oft; 

• Judge Willlton. 
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almost entirely, from aU communication with those 
who were best able to explain the grounds, 88 well as 
the (:haracter and measure of opposition to the offen
sive measures, which was intended; and the spirit and 
views of that opposition, were no doubt, aggravated to 
him by report. Acting 88 those. things did, on the mind of 
an infirm old man; worn out by the toils and troubles of 
the past revolution, and naturally wishing for repose; 
alarmed too, and agonized by the hideous scenes of 
that revolution which was then going on in France; and 
tortured by the apprehension, that those scenes were 
about to be acted over again, in his own country-it is 
DOt surprising, that he was dismayed by the vehemence 
of that political strife which then agitated the United 
States; nor would it be surprising, if his solicitude to 
allay the ferment and restore the peace of society, 
should in some degree, ha,·e obscured the decisions of 
his mind; and placed him, rather hy his fears than his 
judgment, in opposition to the forcible resistance, which 
he had been erroneously led to consider, as meditated 
by the democratic party. In a mind thus prepared, the 
strong and animated resolutions of the Virginia assembly 
in 1798, in relation to the alien and sedition laws, con
jured up the most frightful visions of civil war, disunion, 
blood, and anarchy; and under the impulse of these phan-

.' -toms, to make what he considered a virtuous effort for 
his country, he presented himself in Charlotte county, 

.' as a candidate for the house of delegates, at the spring 
election of 1799. 

On the day of the election, as soon as he appeared 
, on the ground, he was surrounded by the admiring and 

adoring crowd, and whithersoever he moved, the COD

course followed him. A preacher of the Baptist church, 
whose piety was wounded by this homage paid to a 
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mortal, asked the people aloud, "Why they thus fol
lowed' Mr. Henry about?-Mr. Henry," said he, " is 
not a God!" "No," said Mr. Henry, deeply affected 
both by the scene and the remark; "no, indeed, my 
friend; I am but a poor worm of the dust-as fleeting 
and unsubstantial, as the shadow of the cloud that flies 
over your fields, and is remembered no more." The 
tone with which this was uttered, and the look which 
accompanied it, affected every heart, and silenced every 
voice. Envy and opposition were disarmed by his 
humility; the recollection of his past services rushed 
upon every memory, and he " read his history" in their 
swimming eyes. 

Before the polls were open,ed, he addressed the peo-
ple of the county to the following effect: "He told them 
that the late proceedings of the Virginian assembly had 
filled him with apprehensions ud alarm; that they had 
planted thorns upon his pillow; that they had drawn him, ~ " 
from that happy retirement which it had pleased a 
bountiful Providence to bestow, and in which he had 
hoped to pass, in quiet, the remainder of his days; that 
the state had quitted the sphere in which she had been J~ 
placed by the constitution; and in daring to pronounce , 
upon the validity of federal laws, had gone out of her !, 

jurisdiction, in a manner not warranted by any authori- \ 
ty, and in the highest degree alarming to every consider- ) 
ate man; that such opposition on the partofVirgiiiia, to'/ 
the acts of the general government, must beget their en
forcement by military power; that this would probably 
produce civil war; civil war, foreign alliances; and that 
foreign alliances, must necessarily end in subjugation 
to the powers called in. He conjured the people to 
pause and consider well, before they rushed into 8uch a 
desperate condition, from which there cOllld be no re-

SD 
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treat. He painted to their imaginations, Washington, 
at .the head of a numerous and well appointed army, 
Inflicting upon them military execution: 'and where 
(he asked) are our resources to meet such a con
flict?-Where is the citizen of America who will 
dare to lift his hand against the father of his coun
try ?' A drunken man in the crowd, threw up his 
arm, and exclaimed that' he dared to do it.'-' No,' 
answered Mr. Henry, rising aloft in all his majesty: 
, yw dare flOt do it: in such a parricidal alt.empt, ~ 
llfel tJJ()'fJ],d, drop from your nerveless arm!' , The 
look and gesture at this moment, (says a correspondent,) 
gave to these words an energy on my mind, unequalled 
by any thing that I have ever witnessed.' Mr. Henry, 
proceeding in his address to the people, asked, 'whe
ther the county of Charlotte would have any authority 
to dispute an obedience to the laws of Virginia; and he 
pronounced Virginia to be to the union, what the county 
of Charlotte was to her. Having denied the right of a 
state to decide upon the constitutionality of federal laws, 
he added, that perhaps it might be necessary to say 
something of the merits of the Jaws in question. His 
private opinion was, that they were 'good and proper.' 
But, whatever might be their merits, it belonged to the 
people, who held the reins over the head of congress, 
and to them alone, to say whether they were acceptable 
or otherwise, to Virginians; and that this must be done 
by way of petition. That congress were as much oor 

. representatives as the assembly, and had as good a right 
to our confidence. He had seen with regret, the unli
mited power over the purse and sword, consigned to the 
general government; but that he had been overruled, 
and it was now necessary to submit to the constitutional 
exercise of that power. 'If,' said he, 'I am asked 

'-
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what is to be done, when a people feel themselves into
lerablyoppressed, my answer is ready:-Otlertum the 
gcmemment. But do not, I beseech you, carry matters 
to this length, with9.ut provocation.· Wait at least until 
some infringement is made upon your rights, and which 
cannot otherwise be redressed; for if-ever you recur to 
another change, you may bid adieu for ever to repre
sentative government You can never exchange the 
present government, but for a monarchy. If the admi
nistration have done wrong, let us all go wrong together, 
rather than split into factions, which must destroy that 
union upon which ollr existence hangs. Let us pre
serve our strength for the French, the English, the Ger
mans, or whoever else shall dare to invade our telTitory, 
and not exhaust it in civil commotions and intestine 
wars.' He concluded, by declaring his design to exert 
himself in the endeavour to allay the heart-burnings and 
jealousies which had been fomented in the state legisla
ture; and he fervently prayed, if he was deemed un
worthy to effect it, that it might be reserved to some 
other and abler hand, to extend this bles~ing over the 
community." 

This was tlw substance of the speech written down at 
the time by ODe of his hearers. "There was," says 
the writer, "an emphasis in his language, to which, 
like the force of his articulation, and the commanding 
expression of his eye, no representation can do justice; 
yet I am conscious of having given a correct transcript 
of his opinions, and in many instances his ,'ery expres
sion." 

Such was the last effort of Mr. Henry's eloquence: 
the power of tbe noon day sun was gone; but its set
ting splendours werE' not l~s~ heautiful and touching. 
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After this speech, the polls were opened; and h~ was 
: I elected by his usual commanding majority. 

His intention having been generally known for some 
time before the period of the state-elections, the most 
fonnidabie preparations were made to oppose him in 
the assembly. Mr. Madison, (the late president of the 
United States,) Mr. Giles of Amelia, Mr. Taylor of 
Caroline, Mr. Nicholas of Albemarle, and a host of 
young men of shining talents, from every part of the 
state, were arrayed in the adverse rank, and commanded 

. a decided majority in the house. But heaven in its 
mercy, saved him from the unequal conflict The 
disease which had been preying upon him for tVio 

~
ars, now hastened to its crisis; and on the sixth day 

, of June, 1799, this friend of liberty and of man, was no 
, more. 

Here let us· panse. The stonn of 1799, thank hea
ven! has passed away; and we again enjoy the calm 
and sunshine of domestic peace. We are able, now, to 
see with other eyes, and to feel with far different heaJ1s. 
Who is there, that, looking back upon the part which 
he bore in those scenes, can say that he was at no time 
guilty of any fault of conduct, any error of opinion, or 
any vicious excess of feeling? The man who can say 
this, is either very much to be pitied, or most exceed
ingly to be envied. But whatever tee may be disposed 
to say or to think of ourselves, there can be very little 
doubt, that that Being, who is· the searcher of heans, 
sees very much during that period, to be forgiven in us 
all. It would indeed, be presumptuous in the extreme, 
amid the universal admission which is made, of the im
perfection of human nature, in the happiest circum-
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stances, to contend for its infallibility, while acting 
under the scourge of the most angry and vindictive pas
sions. 

Let it be admitted then, that during the period 
of which we are speaking, Mr. Henry tM8 guilty of 
a political aberration; but let all the peculiar circum
stances of his case, which have been enumerated, be 
taken into the account; and let it be farther remembered, 
that if he did go astray, as the majority of the state be.
lieve, he strayed in company with the father of his 
country-and where is the heart so cold and thank
less, as to balance a mistake thus committed, ~aainst a 
long life of such solid, splendid, and glorious utility? 
Certainly not in Virginia-and it is to Virginians only, 
that this appeal is made. The sentiments now 80 uni
versally expressed in relation to Mr. Henry, evince, 
that the age of party resentment has passe<t away, 
and that that of the noblest gratitude has' taken its place. 
But let us return to our narrative. 

At the session of the assembly immediately follow
ing Mr. Henry's death, before the spirit of party had 
time to relent, and give way to that generous feeling 
of grateful veneration for him, which now pervades the 
state, a federal, member of the house moved the follow
ing resolution: 

"The general assembly of Virginia, as a testimonial 
of their veneration for the character of their late illus
trious fellow-citizen, Patrick Henry, whose unrivalled . 

I 
e19quence and superior talents, were in times of pecu-
liar peril and distress, so uniformly, so powerfully, and (: .. 

~ so successfully, deToted to the cause of freedom,- and of : 
his country-and, in order to invite the present and 
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future generations to an imitation of his virtues, and aa 
emulation of his fame-

" Resolved, That the executive be authorized and 
requested, to procure a marble bust of the said Patric:k 
Henry, at the public expense, and to cause the 88Dle 

to be placed in one of the niches of the hall of the house 
of delegates." 

Nothing could have been more unfortunate for the 
Buccess of this resolution, than the time at which it was 
brought forward, and the mover by whom it was offer· 
ed. The time, as we have, seen, was duriDg that 
paroxysm of displeasure against Mr. Henry, which even 
his death, although it had abated, had not entirely allay· 
ed: and the mover, was a gentleman who had himse~ 
been recently counted on the republican side of the 
house, and was now also, smarting under the cbarge of 
apostacy. All the angry passions of the bouse, imme
diately arose at such a proposition, from such a quar· 
ter. A republican member, moved to lay the resolution 

/ on the table; the gentleman who offered it, 'replied with 
; 'warmth, that if it were so disposed of, he would Dever 

call it up again. It. was laid upon the tabl~~ bas 
been heard of no more. . - _. . 

Thus lived, and thus died, the celebrated Patrick 
Henry of Virginia; a man who justly deserves to be 
ranked among the highest ornaments, and noblest bene
factors of his country. Had his lot been cast in the 
republics of Greece or Rome, his name would have 
been enrolled by some immortal pen, among the expel
lers of tyrants and the champions of liberty: the 
proudest monuments of national gratitude would have 
risen to his honour, and handed down his memory to 
future generations. As it is, his fame as yet, is left til 

" 
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rest upon tradition, and on that short notice which 
general history can take of him; while no memorial, 
no slab even, raised by the hand oj national gratitude~ 
points us to his grave, or tells where sleep the ashes of 
the patriot and the sage. May we not hope, that this 
reproach upon the state, will soon be wiped away, and 
that ample atonement will be- made for our past 
ne~lect? .. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Ma. _I!ENllY, by his two marriages, was the father of 
fifteen children. ~ By his first wife he had six; of whom . . 
two Only survived him; by his last, he had six sons and" 
three daughters;" all of whom, together with their mo
ther, were living at his death. 

He had been fortunate during the latter part of his 

~f life; and, chiefly by the means of judicious purchases 
of lands, had left his family, large as it was, not only 
independent, but rich. 

In his habits of living, he was remarkably temperate 
and frugal. He seldom drank any thing but water; 
and his table, though abundantly spread, was furnished 
only with the most .simple viands. Necessity had im
posed those habits upon him in the earlier part of his 
life; and use, as weH as reason, now made them his 
choice. 

His children were raised with little or no restraint. 
He seems not to have thought very highly of early edu
cation. It is indeed probable, that his own success, 
which was attributable almost entirely to the .natural 
powers of his mind, had diminished the importance of 
an extensive education in his view. But although they 
were suffered to run wild for some years, and indeed, 
committed to the sole guidance of nature, to a much 
later period than usual, yet they were finaHy aU weB 
educated; and not only by the reflected worth of their 
father, but by their own merits, have always occupied 
a most respectabl~ station in society. 

Mr. Henry's cODversation was remarkably pure and 
SE 
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chaste. He never swore. He was never heard to 
take the name of his Maker in vain. He was a sincere 
christian, though after a form of his own; for he was 
never attached to any particular religious society, and 
never it is believed, communed with any church. 
A friend who visited him; not long before his death, 
found him engaged in reading the bible: "here," said 
he, holding it up, " is a book worth more than all the 
other books that were ever printed: yet it is my mis
fortune never to have found time to read it, with the 
proper attention and feeling, till lately. I t,rust in the 
mercy of heaven, that it is not yet too late." He was 
much pleased with Soame Jenyns' View of the internal 
evidences of the christian religion; so much so, that 
about the year 1790, he had an impression of it struck 
at his own expense, and distributed among the people. 
His other favourite works on the subject were D0d
dridge's "Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul," 
and Butler's "Analogy of Religion Natural and Reveal
ed." This latter work, he used at one period ofJ¥s ..@"e, to 
style by way of pre-eminence, his bilk. The selec
tion proves not only the piety of his temper, but the cor
rectness of his taste,' and his relish for profound and 
vigorous disquisition. 

His morals were strict. As a husband, a father, a 
master, he had no superior. He:was kind and hospita
ble to the stranger, and most friehdly and accommodat
ing to his neighbours. In his dealings with the world, 
he was faithful to his promise, and punctual in his con
tracts, to the utmost of his power. 

Yet we do not claim for him a total exemption from 
the failures of humanity. Moral perfection is not the 
property of man. The love of money is said to have 
been one of Mr. Henry's strongest passions. In 1m 
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desire for accumulation, he was charged with wring
ing from the hands of his clients, and more particularly 
those of the criminals whom he defended, fees rather 
too exorbitant He was censured too, for an attempt 
to locate the shores of the Chesapeake, which had 
theretofore been used as a public common, although 
there was at that time, no law of the state which pro
tected them from location. In one of his earlier pur
chases of land, he was blamed also for having availed 
himself of the existing laws of the state, in payhtg for 
it in the depreciated paper CUlTency of the country; nor 
was he free from censure on account of some partici
pation which he is said to have had in the profits of the 
Yazoo trade. He was accused too, of having been 
rather more vain of his wealth, towards the close of his 
life, than became a man 80· great in other respects. Let 
these things be admitted, and" letthe man who is with· 
out fault cast the first stone." In mitigation of these. 
charges, if they be true, it ought to be considered that 

r Mr. HeQry had been during the greater part of his life, 
i intolerably oppressed by poverty and all its distressing 
\ train of consequences; that the family for which he 
l hii'd to provide was very large; and that the bar, although 
! it has been called the road to honour, was not in thOBe' 
, days, the road to wealth. With these considerations 

in view, charity may easily pardon him for having con
sidered only the legality of the means which he used to 
acquire an independence; and she can easily excuse 
him too, for having felt the success of his endeavours 
a little more sensibly than might have been becoming. 
He was certainly neither proud, or hard-hearted, or 
penurious: if he wa,s either, there can be no reliance 
on human testimony; which represents him as being, 
in hill general intercourse with the world, not only 
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rigidly honest, but one of the kindest, gentlest, ud 
most indulgent of human beings. 

While we are on this ungrateful subject of moral 
imperfection, the fidelity of history requires us to notice 
another charge against, Mr. Henry. Hil-passi~n for 
[~_sai_d.t9_bave-beea---too-stnmg; be was accused or 
. a wish to monopolize the public favour; and under the 
.~~!!'~!lC8 of this desire, to have felt no gratification in 
the rising fame of certain conspicuous characters; to 
have indulged himself in invidious and unmerited re
marks upon them, and to have been at the bottom of a 
cabal, against one of the most eminent If these things 
were so-alas! poor hmnan nature! It is certain that 
these charges are very inconsistent with his general 
character. So far from being naturally envious, and 
disposed to keep back modest merit, one of the finest 
traits in his character, was the parental tenderness 
with which he took by the hand every young man of 
merit, covered him with his regis in the legislature, and 
led him forward at the bar. In relation to hiS first p-eat 
rival in eloquence, Richard Henry Lee, he not only did 
ample justice to him on every occasion, in public, but 
defended his fame in private, with all the zeal of a 
brother; as is demonstrated by an original correspond
ence between those two eminent men, now in the 
hands of the author. Of colonel Innis, hit next great 
rival, he entertained, and unifonnly expreaed, the most 
exalted opinion; and in the convention of 1788, ItS wiU 
be remembered, paid a compliment to his eloqueace, at 
once so splendid, so happy, and so just, that it will live 
for ever. The debates of that convention, abouM with 
the most unequivocal and ardent declarations of his re
spect, for the talents and virtues of the other emiDent 
gentlemeJl who were arrayed &piust him-Mr. Madi-
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tIOn-Mr. PendletoD-Mr. Randolpb. Even the justly 
great and oversbadowing fame of Mr. Jefferson, never 
extorted from him, in public at least, ODe invidious re
mark; on the contrary, the name o~ that gentleman, 
who was then in France, having been introduced into 
the debates of the convention, for the purpose of bor
rowing the weight of his opinion, Mr. Henry spoke of 
him in the strongest and warmest terms, not only of 
admiration but of affection-styling him" oor tllustrious 
jellouxiliztn," "()fJ;1' enlightened and worUay country
man," "our C6mmotl friend." 

The inordinate love of money and of fame are, cer
tainly, hue and degrading passions. They have some
times, tarnished characters otherwise the most bright; 
but they will find DO advocate or apologist, in any vir
tuous bosom. In relation to Mr. Henry, however, we 
may be permitted to doubt whether the facts on which 
these censures (so inconsistent with his general charac
ter) are grounded, have not been misconceived; and 
whether 80 much of them as is really true, may not 
be fairly charged to the common account of human im
perfection. 

Mr. Henry'~at intellectual defect. was. his indo
lence. To this it was 'owing, that he never posseseed 
tDat<· adminible . alertn_ and vigorous versatility of 
mind, which turns promptly to every thing, attends to 
every thing, arranges every thing, 8Ild by aystematiziDg 
its operations, despatches ~ach in its proper time, 
and place, and manner. To the same cause it is to be 
ascribed, that he never possessed that patient drudgery, 
and that ready, neat, copious, and masterly command of 
details, which forms so essential a part of the duties both 
of the statesman and the lawyer. Hence too, he did 
not avail himself of the progress of science and litera-
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ture, in his age. He had not, as he might have done, 
amassed those an;pie-'stofeS -of" various, useful, and 
curious knowledge, which-are so naturally expected to 

be found in a great man. His libra.,. (of which an in
vent~ll.~_ ~~en furnished to the author) was extremely 
sma.n; compD!lecl not only of very few books, but those 
too, commonly _~dd volumes. _Of sc!~_nce and literature, 
he kn~w .little or nothing more than was occasionally 

\ gleaned from conversation. It is not easy to conceive, 
what a mind like his -might have achieved in either, or 
both of these walks, had it been properly trained at first, 
or industriously occupied in those long intervals of 
leisure which he threw away. rone thing however, may 
be .safely pronounced; that had~at mind of Herculean 
strength, been either 80 trained, or so occupied, he 
would have left behind him some written monument, 
compared with which, even statues and pillars would 
have been but the ephemerre of a d;if.1 But he seems 
to have been of Hobbes's opinion, ~ is reported to 
have said of bimself, "that if he had read as much as 

ytber men, he should have been as ignorant as they 
:/ were.'.!1--Mr. He~l1J"s book was the great volume of _ 
! humaI.1 nature. In t1lis, he was more deeply read than 
; _ "any' of his countrymen. . IIe.Jwe.w men thO~; 
1\ and hence arose his gt"e~~ ~we~ o~ 'p~rsuasion. Ilia 
\ preference of this study, is manifested by tile ollowing 
I incident:-he met once, in a book store, with the late 
I Mr. Ralph Wormley, who, although a great book-
~orm, \\1lS infinitely more remarkable for his ignorance 

• Bayle: al'ticle Hobbes. 

t" It is in vain," says the chancellor D' Aguessesu, .. that the orator Rat
ters himself.with having the talent to persuade men, if he has not acqu~d 
1 hat of knowing them." Discourse i. p. 1. 



· LIFE OF HENRY. 407 

of men, than Mr. Henry was for that of books
"What, Mr. Wo~ley," said he, "still buying books?" 
" Yes," said Mr. Wormley, "I have just heard of a 
new work, which I am extremely anxious to peruse." 
" Take my word for it," said he, "Mr. Wormley, we 
are too old to reOJl books: reOJl men-they are the only 
volume that we can peruse to advantage." But Mr. 
Henry might have perused both, with infinite advan~ 
not only to himself, but to his country, and to the 
world; and that he did not do it, may, it is be- _ 
lieved, be fairly ascribed, rather to the indolence 
of his temper, than the deliberate decision of his 
judgment 

Judge Winston says, that "he was, throughnut life, 
negligent of his dress: but this, it is apprehended, ap
plied rather to his habits in the country, than to his 
appearance in public. At the bar of the general cou 
he always appeared in a full suit of black cloth, or velvet, 
and a tie wig, which was dressed and powdered in the jt:;, 
highest style of forensic fashion; in the winter season, 
too, according to the costume of the day, he wore over 

, his other apparel, an ample cloak of scarlet cloth; and 
thus attired, made a figure bordering on grandeur. 
While he filled the executive chair, he is said to have 
been justly attentive to his dress and appearance; " not 
being disposed to afford the occasion of humiliating 
comparisons betw~en the past and present govern
ment" 

He had long since too, laid aside the offensive rusti
city of his juvenile manners. His manners, indeed, 
were still unostentatious, frank, and simple; but they 
had all that natural ease and unaffected gracefulness, 
which distinguish the circles of the polite and well bred. 
On occasions, too, where state and ceremony were ex-
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peeted, there was no man who could act better his part. 
I have had a description of Mr. Henry, entering, in the 
full dress which I have mentioned, the hall of the del~ 
gates, at whose bar he was about to appear as an advo
cate, and saluting the house, all around, with a dignity 
and even majesty, that would have done honour to the 
most polished courtier in Europe. This, however, was 
only on extraordinary occasions, when fIIuch a d~rt
ment was expected, and was properly in its place. ~ 
general, his manners were those of the plain VirginIan 
gentleman-kind-open--eandid-and conciliating
warm without insincerity; and polite without pomp
neither chilling by his reserve, nor fatiguing by his 
loquacity-but adapting himself.~JVithOut an eft'ort, to 
the character of his company] 'Be would be pleued 
and cheerful," ears a correspon ent, "with peJ'l!lODI ~ 
of any class or condition, vicious and abandoned per. 
SODS only excepted; he preferred those of character aDd 
talents, but would be amtl!ed with any who could con- .' 
tribute to his amusemen~ Be had himself, a vein of, 
pleasantry, which was extremely amusing, without de
tracting from his dignity. His companions, although 
perfectly at their ease with 'him, were never knOWD to 
treat him with degrading familiarities. Their love and 
their respect for him equally forbade it Nor had they 
any dread of an assault upon their feelings; for there 
was nothing cruel in his wit The tomahawk and scalp
ing knife were no part of his colloquial apparatus. He 
felt no pleasure in seeing the victim writhe under his 
stroke. The benignity of his spirit could not have bone 
such a sight, without torture. He found himself ~ 
piest, in communicating happiness to others. His c0n

versation was instructive and delightful; stately where it 
should be so, but in the general, easy, familiar, sprightly, 
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and entertaining; always, however, good humoured, and 
calculated to amuse without wounding. 

As a specimen of this light and good natured plea
santry, the following anecdote has been furnished. Mr. 
Henry, together with Mr. Richard H. Lee, and several 
other conspicuous members of the assembly, were 
invited to pass the evening and night, at the house of Mr. 
Edmund Ralldolph, in the neighbourhood of Richmond. 
Mr. Lee, who was as brilliant and copious in conversa
tion as in debate, had amused the company to a very late 
hour, by descanting on the genius of Cervantes, particu
larly as exhibited in his eMf d' amwe, Don Quixote. The 
dissertation had been continued rather too long: the 
company began to yawn, when Mr. Henry, who had 
observed it, although Mr. Lee had not, rose slowly from 
his chair, and remarked, as he walked across the room, 
that Don Quixote was certainly a most excellent work, 
and most skilfully adapted to the purpose of the author: 
" but," said he, " Mr. Lee, (stopping before him, with 
a most significant archness of look,) you have over
looked, in your eulogy, one of the finest things in the 
book." "What is UwI'J" asked Mr. Lee. "It is," 
said Mr. Henry, "that divine exclamation of Sancho, 
, bluted be the man thot jirst inMited skep: it Cooet'B 

one all tnJer, like a cloak.' " Mr. Lee took the hint; 
and the company broke up in good humour. 

His quick and true discernment of characters, and 
his prescience of political events, were very much ad
mired. The following examples of each, have been 
furnished by Mr. Pope: 

Mr. Gallatin came to Virginia when a very young 
man: he was obscure and unknown, and spoke the 
English language so badly, that it was with difficulty he . 
eouId be understood. He was engaged in some agency 

SF 
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which made it necessary to present a petition to the· 
assembly, and endeavoured to interest the leadingmem
bers in its fate, by attempting to explain, out of doors, 
its merits and justice. But they could not understand 
him well enough to feel any interest either for him or 
his petition. In this hopeless condition he waited on 
Mr. Henry, and soon felt that he was in diJferent 
hands. Mr. Henry, on his part, was so delighted with 
the interview, that he spoke of Mr. Gallatin everywhere 
in raptures-" he declared him without hesitation or 
doubt, to be the most sensible and best informed man 
he had ever conversed with-Ill! is to be sure," said he, 
"a moBt astonishing man!" The reader well knows 
how eminently Mr. Gallatin has since fulfilled this cha
racter; and consideling the very disadvantageous cir
cumstances under which he was seen by Mr. Henry, it 
is certainly a striking proof of the superior sagacity of 
the observer. 

In relation to his political foresight, the following 
anecdote is in Mr. Pope's own words: "In the year 
1798, after Buonaparte had annihilated five Austrian 
armies, and Uushed with victory, was caIT}ing away 
every thing before him, I heard Mr. Henry in a public 
company, observe (shaking his head after his impres
sive manner)- It won't all do! the present generation 
in France is so debased by a long despotism, they p0s

sess 80 few of the virtues that constitute the life and 
soul of republicanism, that they are incapable of fonn
ing a correct and just estimate of 'l'{uiotllll liberty. 
Their revolution will terminate differently from what 
you expect-their state of anarchy will be succeeded 
by despotism; and I should not be surprised, if the w:ry 
,nan at whose victories you now rejoice, should Cmsar-

• "' . ·like, subvert the liberties of his country. All who 
.. 
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know me," continued Mr. Henry, "know that I am a ) 
finn advocate for liberty and republicanism: I believe j 

I have given smTU! evidences of this. I wish it may not \ 
be so, but I am afraid the event will justify this predic- \ 
tion." 

The foUowing is the fullest description which the 
author has been able to procure of Mr. Henry's person. 

THeWas nearly six feet high; spare, and what may b~ I 
f called raw-boned; with a slight stoop of the s~oulders---
his complexion was dark, s~ b~nt, and sallo~, without ~/ ... , 
any appearance of blood m hIS cheeks--hls counte- _. 
nance grave, thoughtful, penetrating, and strongly I , • 

marked with the lineaments of deep retlection-the 
earnestness of his manner, united with an habitual con
traction or knitting of his brows, and those lines of 
thought with which his face was profusely furrowed, 
gave to his countenance at some times, the appearance of ! 
severity-yet such was the power which he had over' r.~ 
its expression, that he could shake off from it in an' k 
instant, all the ~ternness of winter, and robe it in the 
brightest smiles of spring. His forehead was high and 
straight; yet forming a sufficient angle with the lower 
part of his face-his nose somewhat of the Roman stamp, 
though like that which we see in the bust of Cicero, 
it was rather long, than remarkable for its Cresarean 
form-of the colour of his eyes, the accounts are al-
most as various as those which we have of the colour 
of the chamelion-they are said to have been blue, 
grey, what Lavater calls green, hazel, brown, and 
black-the fact seems to have been that they were of 
a bluish grey, not large; and being deeply fixed i:~iiJ 
bead, overhung by dark, long, and full eye-brows. d . 
farther shaded by lashes that were both long and black, • 
their apparent colour was as variable as the light, in .... '. • 

i' 
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which they were seen-but all concur in saying that 
they were, unquestionably the finest feature in his 
face-briUiant-full of spirit, and capable of the most 
rapidly shifting and powerful expression--at one ti me 
piercing and terrible as those of Mars, and then again 
80ft and tender as tbOBe of pity herself-his cheeks 

.. were hollow-his chin long, but well Conned, &lid 
rouBded at the end, so as to fonn a proper counter
part to the upper part of .his face. " I find it difficult," 
says the correspondent from whom I have borrowed 
this portrait, " to describe. his mouth; in "Which there 
was nothing remarkable, except when about to express 
a modest dissent from some opinion on wbich he was 
commenting-he then had a sort of half smile, in whidl 
the tDant of conmctwn was perhaps more strongly ex
pressed, than the satirical elD9tion, which probably 
prompted it. His manner and address to the court 8Dd 
jury might be deemed the excess of humility, diftideDce, 
and modesty: If, as rarely happened, he had occasion 
to ansWt\f any remark from the bench, it was impoui
ble for meeknesa herself, to assume a mannpr less pre
sumptuous-but in the smile of which I' haTe been 
speaking, you might anticipate the want of conviction, 
expressed in his answer, at the moment that he submitted 
to the superior toisdom. of the court, with a grace that 
would have done honour to Westminster hall In his 
ntJly to counsel, his remarks on the evidence, and on 
the conduct of the parties, he preaerved the same dis
tinguished deference and politeness, still accompanied 
however by the neuer-failing ifu.fex of this scepfit:al . 
smile, where the occasion prompted" Qn sho~ his 
features were manly, bold, and well proportioned, full 

• of intelligence, and adopting themselves intuitively to 
every sentime_t of hia mind, and every feeling of his 
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heart. i! \,()ice was Dot'remarkable for its sweetness; ;' 
but it rm, of full volume, and rather melodious than, 
otJlelWise. Its charms consisted in the mellowness and 
fUliiesS of its Dote, the ease and variety of its inflections .' 
the distinctness of its articulation, the fine effect of' I/~ ( ~ ( 
emphasis, the felicity with which it attuned itself t 
every emotion, and the vast compass which enabled it 
to range through the whole empire of human passion, 
from the deep and tragic half whisper of horror, to the 
wildest exclamation of overwhelming rage. In mild 
persuasion, it was as soft and gentle as the zephyr of 
spring; while in roUsing his countrymen to arms, the 
winter storm that roars along the troubled Baltic, was 
not more awfully sublime. It Was at all times perfectly 
under his command; or rather, indeed, it seemed to/ 
command itself, and .. modulate its notes, most haP1 pily to tile sentiment he was uttering. It never e~ 
ceeded, or fell short of the occasion. There was non 
of that long continued and deafening vociferation; 
which always takes place when an ardent speaker h~ 
lost possession of himself.-no monotonous clangour, uP 
discordant shriek. Without being strained, it had th_t 
body and enuneiation which filled ·the most distant _, 
without distressing those which were nearest him: hence 
it never beCllme cracked or hoarse, even in his long~ 
speeches, but retained to the last, all its clearness and 
fulness of intonation, all the delicacy of its inflection;', 

all the ~-:t illl emphasis, and enchanting ..,;~ 
of its cadence. . -

. His deliv perfectly natural and well tiQ!ed. It 
bas indeed been said, that on his fint rising, there was 
a species of sub-eantus very observable by a stranger, 
and rather disagreeable to him; but that in a very few 
moments even this, itself, became agreeable, and seem-
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ed, indeed, indispensable to the full effect of his pecu
liar diction and conceptions. In point of time, he was 
very happy: there was no slow and heavy dragging, DO 

quaint and measured drawling, with equidistant pace, 
no stumbling and floundering among the fractured 
members of deranged and broken periods, no undigni
fied hurry and trepidation, no recalling and recasting of 
sentences as he went along, no retraction of one word 
and substitution of another not better, and none or 
those affected bursts of almost inarticulate impetuosity, 
which betray the rhetorician rather than display the 
orator. On the contrary, ever self-collected. deliberate, 
and dignified, ~ seemed to have looked througb the 
whole period before he commenced its deliverY; and 
hence his delivery was smooth, and firm, and weD 
accented; slow enough to takwalong with him the 
dullest bearer, and yet so commanding, that the quick 
had neither the power nor the disposition to get the 
start of him. Thus he gave to every thought its fuB 
and appropriate force; and to every image all its ra
di,ance and beauifJ 

, ,I No speaker ever understood bette!,. than Mr. Henry, 
thetrue use and power of the pause .iI~A no one ever 
practised it With happier effect. His pauses were Ilever 

_ resorted to, (or -tim· purpose of investing an insignificant 
. ,.,thought with false importance; much less were they 

_" / ever resorted to as a .finase, to gain time for thinking. 
- The hearer was never disposed to ask, "why that 

I pause?" nor to measure its duration by a reference to 
his watch. On the contrary, it always came, at the very 

: . ../ moment, when he would himself have wished it, in 
order to weigh the striking and important thought which 
had just been uttered; and the interval was always fined 
by the speaker with a matchless energy of look, which 
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drove the thought home through the mind and through 
the heart. ~ 
@is gesture, and this varying play of his features and, 

VOice, were so excellent, so exquisite, that many have( 
refelTed his power as an orator principally to that cause;·.: } .. :Z; ,~ 
yet this was all his own, and his gesture, particularly, o~i-
so peculiar a cast, that it is said it would have become, 
no other m~ I do not learn that it was very abti;: 
dant; for there was no trash about it; none of those' 
false motions to wbich undisciplined speakers are s~ 
generally addicted; no chopping nor sawing of the air\ 
no thumping of the bar to express an earnestness, 
which was much more powerfully, as well as more ele-
gantly, expressed by bis eye and his countenance. 
Whenever he. moved bis arm, or his hand, or even his 
finger, or changed tlle ppsition of his body, it was always 
to some purpose; notbing was inefficient; every thiiig\ 
to~; every gesture, every attitude, every look, was e~-\ 
phatic; all was animation, energy, and dignity. Its, 
great advantage consisted in this---that various, -boW,i. 
and original as it was, it never appeared to be 
studied, affected, or theatrical, or "to overstep," in 
the smallest degree, "the modesty of nature:" for he 
never made a gesture, or assumed an attitude, wbich 
did not seem imperiously demanded by the occasion. 
Every look, every motion, every pause, every start, was 
completely filled and dilated by the thought which he 
was uttering, and seemed indeed to form a part of the 
thought itself. His action, however strong, was nevel' 
vehement. He was never seen rushing forward, s40ul-
der foremost, fury in his countenance, and frenzy in his-
voice, as if to overturn the bar, and charge his audience 
sword in hand. His judgment was too manly and too 
solid, and his tast~ too true~ to permit him to indulge in 
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any 8uch extravagance. His good sense and his seIf
possession never deserted him. In the loudest storm of 
declamation, in the fiercest blaze of passion, there was 
a dignity and temperapce which gave it seeming. He 
had the rare faculty of imparting to his hearers aD the 
excess of his own feelings, and all the violence and 
tumult of his emotions, a1l the dauntless spirit of his 
resolution, and all the energy of his soul, without 3lJ.y 
sacrifice of his own personal dignity, and without treat
ing his hearers othenvise than as rational beings. He 
was not the orator of a day; and therefore sought not 
to build his fame on the sanoy basis of a false taste, 
fostered, if not created, by himself. He sPQke for im
mortality; and therefore raised the pillars of his glory 
on the only solid foundation-the rock of nature. 

So much has been already said, incidentally, of bia 
attainments, and the character of his mind, both as a 
statesman and an orator, that little remains to be added 
in a general way. [!s a sta~!'l~t;..,t;1Je quality which 
strikes· us most is his political intr~pidiij: and yet it bas 
sometimes been objected to him, that he waited OD 

every occasion, to see which way the popular current 
was setting, when he would artfully throw himself into 
it, and seemto guide its cours~~ Nothing can be more 
incorrect: it would be easy to multiply proofs to refute 
the charge;-but I shall content myself with a few 
which are of gener8.1 notoriety. 

1. The American revolution is universally admitted 
I to have begun in the upper circles of society. It turned 
I on principles too remote and abstruee for vulgar appre-
1\ hension or consideration. Had it depended on the un-

., enlightened mass of the community, no doubt can be 
entertained at this day, that the tax imposed by parlia
ment would have been paid without a question. Sinc~ 
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then, the upper circle of society did not take its im .. 
pulse from the people, the only remaining inquiry is, 
who gave the revolutionary impulse to that circle itself? 
It was unquestionably, Patrick Henry. This is affirm
ed by' Mr. Jefferson; it is .demonstrated by the resist
ance given to Mr. Henry's measures, by those who 
were afterwards the staunchest friends of the revolu
tion; it is farther proved, by the sentiment before na. 
ticed, with which doctor Franklin (who was then con
sidered as the first American statesman) dismissed Mr. 
Ingersoll, on his departure from London; a sentiment, 
which evinces beyond doubt, that doctor Franklin con
sidered resistance to the British power to be, at that 
time, premature; and finally, this honour is assigned to 
Mr. Henry, I perceive, by a late interesting historian of 
Massachusetts, the only state which has ever pretended 
to dispute the palm with Virginia.· On this great occa
sion then, it is manifest, that he did not wait for the 
popular current; but on the contrary that it was he 
alone, who by his single power, moved the mighty mass 
of stagnant waters, and changed the silent lake into a 

• The historian to whom I allude, is Mrs. Mel'Cy Warren, who is said to be 
the widow or the eelebrated general Warren, the hero or Bunker's hill. 
TheBe 1ft her word,:-" The house of burgeaaes or Vuginia, was the tint 
who fonnerly resolved against the enCl'OlChments of power, and the unwapo 
rantable designs or the British parJiament. The novelty or their procedve, 
and the boldness or spirit that marked the resolutions of that _mbly, at 
once astonished and disconcerted the oftlcem or the crown, IIld the support· 
em or the measures or administration. These resolutions were ushered into 
the house, on the thirtieth oUlay, one thousand seven hundred and sixty.five. 
by Patrick Henry. esq .• young gentleman of the law, till then unknown in 
politica1life. He Wall a man po88ef!Bed of strong powers, much professional 
knowledge, and or such abilities all qualified him for the exigencies of the 
day. Fearless of the Cl'f or,,-, echoed against him from sevel'Bl quarters, 
he justified the measure. and supported the resolves, in a speech that did 
honour both to his undel'Btanding and his patriotism, &c."-Mrs. W ~'. 
Hilt. of the American Revolution, vol. i. p.28 . 
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roaring tolTent. When it is remembered too, that be 
was then young and obscure, and of course without per
sonal influence-that this step was the result ofbia own 
solitary reflection, and that he was perfectly aware of 
the personal danger which must attend it-we can re
quire nothing farther to satisfy us, that he was a bold, 
original, independent politician, who thought for him
self, and pursued the dictates of his own judgment, 
wholly regardless of personal consequences . 

2. Again, in the spring of 1775, that upper circle, 
which still headed the revolution, were disposed to 
acquiesce in the plunder of the magazine, and exerted 
their utmost efforts to allay the fennent which it had 
excited. They had, in fact, succeeded; and the people 
were every wbere composed, save within the immediate 
sphere of Mr. Henry's influence. 'The reader has al
ready seen, that it was he who on that occasion excit
ed the people, not who was excited by them; that he put 
them into motion, and avowed to his confidential friendt, 
at the time, the motives of policy by which he was 
actuated; that he placed' himself at the head of an anned 
band, which he had himself convened for the purpose; 
and in spite of the entreaties and supplications of tht 
patriots at Williamsburg, and in defiance of the t.hreat5 
of Dunmore and his myrmidons, pressed firmly and in
trepidly on, until the object of his expedition was c0m-

pletely ol>tained. 
S. So also in the state convention, the same 

year, the old patriotic leaders were disposed still 
to rely on the efficacy of petitions, memorials, and ~ 
monstrances; it was Mr. Henry who proposed, and is 
spite of their opposition (which was of so strenuous 
~ serious a character, that one of them in making it, 
is said to have shed tears most profusely) carried the 

• 
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bold measure of anning the militia. This was not dic
tated by the people. The fact was, that at that day" 
the people placed themselves in the hands of their more 
enlightened friends; they never ventured to prescribe 
either the time, the manner, or the measure of resist
ance; and there can be no room for a candid doubt 
that, but for the bold spirit and 'overpowering eloquence 
of Patrick Henry, the people would have followed the 
pacific counsels of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. 
Pendleton, Mr. Wythe, and other men of acknowledged 
talents and virtue. It was Mr. Henry, therefore, who 
led both the people and their former leaders. The lat
ter, indeed, came on 80 reluctantly oJ first, that they 
may be said to have been rather dragged along, than 
led; they did come however, and acquiring warmth by 
their motion, made ample amends thereafter, for their 
early hesitation.· 

4. About, the close of thp war, again, when he pro.
posed to permit the return of that obnoxious class of 
men, called British refugees and Scotch tunu, did he 
follow the popular current? So far from it, that he 
stemmed the current, and turned back its course, by the 
power of his resistance. 

• The author hal no intention, by theBe remarks, to impair in the smallen 
degree, the weU.earned reputation of those veteran statesmen. They had 
commenced the opposition to the stamp act, and the other obnoxiOll8 acts of 
the Britiab parliament, before Mr. Henry made his appearance as a politi
cian; they had commenced too. on the same grounds, and would, probably, 
at some later period, have been wrought up by their own principles and 
feelings, to a forcible resistance to thoae meuurel. But the statements in the 
test ue unquestV>nably correct: lltegdid fIOI "P/W1nJe oflAe immediQle application 
ollorce; Mr. Henry'. policy was condemned by them as rnl" and pret:ipittlle. 
The author is in possession of an origina1letter from one of these statesmen, 
in which Mr. Henry is expre88ly and directly accused of bavingprecipit .. ted 
the revolution, against the judgment of the older and cooler patriots . 
.. Events, however," 88 we have seen, II favoured the bolder.mea.~ Afr. 
Henry," aDd proved bis policy to be the best. • 
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6. So in the case of the federal conatitutiOD, whither 

(
did the current of the American people tend? M..t 
certainly to its adeption; yet Mr. Henry, to use his own 
language, "with manly firmness, and in spite of an 

, erring world," with the revered Washington too, at 

'. 

their head, opposed its adoption with all the powers of 
his eloquence. 

The truth seems to be, that this charge is only a 
variation of that conveyed by the opprobrious epithets of 
demagogue and factious tribune, which we have seen 
that his rivals long since sought to fasten upon him; and 
there can be little doubt, that it proceeded from the 
writhings and contortions .of the same agonized en'Y. 
That a poor young man, issuing from his native woods, 
unknown, unfriended, and comparatively uulettered, 
should have been able, by the mere force of .unassisted 
nature, to break to pieces the strong political confederacy 
which then ruled the countrY, to annihilate.all the a:rU 
andjirwsse of parliamentary intrigue; to eclipse, by his 
s9.0oacity, the experience of age; and, by the sole strength 
of his native genius, to throw into the shade all the hard 
earned attainments of literature and science, was entirely 
too humiliating to be borne in silence. It was necessary, 
therefore, to resort to some solution of this phenomenon, 
which should at once, reduce the honours of this 
plebeian upstart, and soothe the wounded feelings of 
those, whose pride he had brought down. Hence it 
became fashionable, in the higher circles, to speak. of 
Mr. Henry as a tksigning demagogue, a factious 
tribune, who carried his points, not by fajr and open 
debate, but by violent and inflammatory appeals to the 
worst passions of the multitude; and who frequently 
gave himself the air of leading the people, when in 
tr~ he was merely following their own blind lead. 
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This c:aDt has had. its day, and its propagators. Truth 
has set the subjectto rights. Mr. Henry is alleged, by 
those who had the best opportunities of knowing him, 
to have been not inferior, either in public or in private 
virtue, to any patriot 'of the revolution; and he was, 
confessedly superior to them all, in that combination of 
bold, hardy, adventurous, splendid, and solid qualifica
tions, which are so peculiarly fitted to revolutionary 
times. 

" He left," says judge Winston, "no manuscripts." 
I This was to have been expected. We have seen that 
(I' he could not bear the labour of writing; nor, indeed, of 
; . that long continlled, coherent, and methodical thinking, 

without which no successful composition, of any extent, 
. can be produced. He thought, indeed, a great deal; 
but his thinking was too desultory and irregular to take 
the form of composition. His mind had never been 
disciplined to wait upon his pen-it still moved on-and 
its prismatiF-~auties were as evanescent as they were 
beautiful. ~is imagination "bodied forth the forms of 
things" much more rapidly, than his unpractised pen 
could "turn them to shapesDand it is not improbable, 
that his OWQ, observation of the dift'erence between the 
vigour with which he thought, and the comparative de-

- crepitude with which he wrote, disgusted him with his 
first attempts, and prevented their repetition. 

Yet this habit which he had of thinking for himself, 
and, looking directly at every subject, with the natural 
eyes of his understanding, without using what has been 
called the s,eclacks of books, was perhaps of advantage 
to him, both as a statesman and an orator: as a states
man, it possibly exempted him from that common error 
of scientific theorists, of forcing resemblances be~een 
the present and some past historical era, and accoDuno-
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dating their meuures to this imaginary identity; by _ 
mode of considering 8Ubjects, no circumstance was 
either sunk, or magnified, or distorted, in order to beDd 
the case to a fanciful hypothesis; nor, in deciding what 
was proper to be done in America, did he look to see 
what had been found expedient at Athens, or Rome. 
On . the contrary, knowing well the people with whom 
he had to deal, of what they were capable, and what 
was necessary to their happiness, how much they could 
bear, and how much achieve, and looking immediately 
at the subject, (whatever it might be,) with that pierciDg 
vision, that solid judgment and ready resource, whiclt 
characterized his mind-he seemed to seize, in evert 
case, rather "luckily than laboriously," the coone 
which of all others was surest of success. In short, this 
habit made him an original, sound, and practical states
man, instead of being a learned, dreaming, and visionary 
theorist Not that Mr. Henry was deficient in histori
cal knowledge; he had enough of it, for all the useful 
purposes either of analogy or illustration; but he never 
permitted it to intercept his proper view of a slJbject, 
or to take the lead in suggesting what was fit to be 
done. This he chose rather to derive from the nature 
of the case itself, and the character of the people 
among lvhom that case occurred. 
, This habit of relying more on his own m~tatioDS 
than on books, was also, perhaps, of service to him as 
an orator: for by this course, he avoided the beaten 
paths and roads of thought; and instead of exhibiting in 
his speeches old ideas newly vamped up, 'Illld ancieat 
beauties tricked off in modern tinsel, his arguments, 

. sentiments, and figures, had all that freshness and ~ 
v~which are so universally captivating. 
I In what did his peculiar excellence as an orator coa-
l.--
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tiist?tin what consisted that 'unrivalled power of speak
ing, which all who ever heard him admit him to have 

\

' possessed? T . d a rized, that the 
: autho of th e ·et r had. the advantage ·of 
hcarinO' Mr. Henry, and that no entire peech of his 
was ever extant, either in print or writing: hence, there 
are no materials for minute and exact analy i. The 
inquiry, however, is natural, and has been directed, 
witheut success, to many of the most discriminating of 
Mr. Henry's admirers. Their answers are as various 
as the complexion of their own characters; eaeh pre
ferring that property from which he had himself derived 
the most enjoyment Some ascribe his exceHence 
wholly to hiB manner; others, in great part, to the ori
ginality and soundness of his matter. And among the 
admirers, in both classes, there are not two who COD

cur ill assigning the pre-eminence to the same quality. 
Of his matter, one will admire the plainness and strength 
of his reasoning; another, the concentrated spirit of his 
aphorisms; a third" his wit; a fourth, his pathos; a fifth, 
the intrinsic beauty of his imagination: so in regard to 
his manner, one will place. his etcellence in his articu
lation' and emphasis; a second, in the magic power with 
which he infused the tones of his voice into the nerves 
of his hearers, and rivetted their attention. The truth, 
therefore, probably is, that it was not in any single 
chann, either of matter or manner, that we are to look 
for the secret of his power; but that, like Pope's defini
tion of beauty, it was '@ie joint force and full result of 
all."] 

If, however, we are to consider as really and entirely 
his, those speeches which have been already given in 
his name to the public, or are now preFed for them, 
there can be no difficulty in deciding,~ his power 
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must have consisted principally in his delivell:] We 
know what extraordinary effects have been produced 
by the mere manner of an orator, without any uncom
'mon weight or worth of matter.· We have the autho
rity, however, of those who heard the identical speeches 
DOW professed to be given as his, for declaring, that they 
are an extremely imperfect representation of them; and 
their ability to correct them 80 frequently from memory~ 
establishes the fact, that it was not the charm of delivery 
merely, which constituted the difference between the 
report and the original. This is not the only instance~ 
in which a great orator has been injured, by imperfect 
attempts to represent him: for (to say nothing of those 
modem proofs, which will easily occur to the reader) we 
are told, that the great Pericles himself met with a si
milar fate. t Candour and justice, however, require us 
to repeat, that Mr. Robertson's reports are unquestion
able, in point of good faith; and that they are highly 
valuable, on account of the accuracy and fidelity with 
which they are believed to have preserved the substance 
of the debates. It is with extreme regret that the au
thor has made a single- comment to their disadvantage; 
but justice to Mr. Henry has made it indispensable. 

- Friar Nami. a capuchin, was 10 remarkable for his eloquence, that his 
hearers, after a aermon, cried out mercy, in the streets, as he pused home: 
and thirty bishops, starting up under a discourse, hurried home to their re
spective dioceses: yet when his BeftDOIlS came to be publiahecJ. they were 
thought to be unworthy of his reputation; which shows how much depeDda 
on action; and how correct the saying of Demosthenes was. on that IUh
jeet." Bun, Article Narni. 

t .. Some harangues of Pericles were still extant in Quintilian'. time: 
but that learned rhetorician, finding them disproportioned to the hip repu
tation of this great, man, approved the opinion of those who looted upOD 
them as a supposititious work. An indifferent harangue, howeYer, beiDa" re
cited by an exceUentorator,may c:harm the hearel'l • .lcIion N fllmwt o/J."
B~YLL Article Peric1el. 
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~~asis of Mr. Henry's intellectual character was 
sttYJrlg naturiJl" sense .. "" Bis KiioWledge "of human nature 
was as we have seen, consummate. Glis wisdom was 
that of obsen:ation, rather than of reading] His fancy, 
although sufficiently pregnant t9 furnish supplies for 
the occasion, was not so exuberant as to oppress him 
with its productions. He was never guilty of the fault, 
with which Corinna is "said to have reproached her rival 
Pindar, of pouring his vase of flowers, all at once upon 
the ground; on the contrary, their beauty and their 
excel1ence, were fully observed, from . their rarity, 
and the happiness with which they were distributed 
through his speeches. [liis feelings were strong, yet 
completely, under his command; they rose up to the oc
casion, but were never suffered to overflow it; his lan
guage was often careless, sometimes incorrect; yet upon 
the whole it was pure and perspicuous, giving out his 
thoughts in full and clear proportion; free from affec
tation, and frequently beautiful; strong without effort, 
and adapted to the occasion; nervous in argument, 
burning in passion, and capable of matching the loftiest 
flights of his geni~ 

It may perhaps assist the reader's conception of Mr. 
Henry's peculiar cast of eloquence, to state the points 
in which he differed from other orators. Those which 
di~tinguished him from Mr. Lee have been already ex
hibited. Colonel Innis' manner was also \'ery different 
His habitual indolence followed him into debate; he 
generally contented himself with a single \iew of his 
subject; but that was given with irresistible power. 
His eloquence was indeed, a mighty and a roaring torrent; 
it had not however, that property of Horace's stroom . . 
labitur et labctur, in omne volubilis revum---oli the con-
trary~ it commonly ran by, in half an hour. But it bore 

Sa 
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a '~~ing resemblance to the eloquence of lord Chat· 
ham fit was a short, but bold and most temble assauJt
a vehement, impetuous, and overwhelming bUI'St-a 
magnificent meteor, which shot majestically acroes the 
heavens, from pole t9 pole, and straight expired in a 
glorious blaze. 
. Mr. Henry, on the contrary, however indolent in his 
!general life, was never so in debate, where the occasion 
.' called for exertion. He rose against the pressure, wilh 
the most unconquerable perseverance. He held hi 
subject up in every light in which it could be placed; 
yet, always with so much power, and so much beauty, 
as never to weary his audience, but on the contrary to 
delight them. He had more art than colonel Innis: he 
appealed to every motive of interest-urged every argu
ment that could convince-pressed every theme of per
suasion-awakened every feeling, and roused every 
passion to his aid. He had more variety too, in hi 
manner: sometimes he was very little above the toDeo!' 
conversation; at others, in the highest strain of ep~c 
sublimity. His course was of longer continuaD~ 
flights better sustained, and more diversified, both ID 

their direction and velocity. He rose like the thunder
bearer of Jove, when he mounts on strong and untiring 
wing, to sport in fearless majesty over the troubled 
deep-now sweeping in immense and rapid circles
then suddenly arresting his grand career, and hoveriDg 
aloft in tremtdous and terrible suspense-at one instaD~ 
plunged amid the foaming waves-at the next, re-ascend
ing on high, to play undaunted among the lightnings of 
heaven, or soar towards the sun; 

.He differed too, from those orators or" Great BJitaiD, 
with whom we have become acquainted by tbeirprin~. 
speeches. He had not the close method, and high poljb . 
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of those of :t~nglan:t: nor the exuberant imagery 
diethzguiehes of thse cm1t:ras-ys he 
was loose, irregular, desultory-sometimes rough and 
abmpt~careless cenneetlilg hiH die~ 

course, but grasping whatever he touched, with gigantic 
steength~ In 1tlOrt, W§ilH th1§ OReiloR NililuRe anb 
such a one ~ n!ltllr~ might not blush to avow. 

'- the reatler still deKrRei1d acqilires:l 
"'~"IITA'"'' of 1:teaking, '&Hhich haee be&:n as

signed to him, we can only answer, with Gray, that they 
weee the gift nf hf:eveil~~the :tirtlzHight s1f geilius~ 

Thi"" too, s hese h,~,ys, immortal 
TIU, can unlock the gates of joy; 
Of h,), s ,sr, and i1riUirri fears, 
Or ope the mired il~ §'ymp§'esetic t§'ar8." 

It has :teen saido:lMr. Henry,·withinimitalDie fdicity, 
thf:l" wee SHililspeeRE sXsMBIileD!" 
Let the reader then, imagine the wonderful talents of 
thnhe meil united the f1tIDe mdividuals tr~r~ 

ferred from scenes of fiction, to the business of real life, 
and he mill forn,ed jurE cOH&&eptis1n the 
powers of Patrick Henry. In a words he was one of 
those pe:rfect prodigies srf nebue, of mbOTIZi very fe&H 

prndueed fmxdatiilns of the earth 
were laid; and of him, may it be said, as truiy as of any 

, OIie that ever nXIIS¥seq:S. 

He a tak", him all 
We .1wJJ look "/JOn hU lilce, agssin." • 

THE END. 
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IT appears by the Joumal of the House of Burgeseea, of the 14th Novem. 
ber 1164, (page 38), that a committee was appointed to draw up the follow· 
ing addrcss,memorial and remonstrance; which committee was composed of 
the following persons, to wit: Mr. Attorney (Peyton Randolph), Hr. Richard 
Henry Lee, "Ir. Landon Carter, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Edmund Pendleton, Hr. 
Bcnjamin Harrison, !tlr. Cary and Mr. Fleming: to whom, afterward, Mr. Bland 
was added. The address to the King is from the pen of the .\ttomey.· 

... Oft 8a.I.CIOUS 8OTllall18l1f, 

"We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council and Burgesses 
of your ancient colony and dominion of J'irgi7Iia, now met in general _m· 
bly, beg leave to assure your Majesty of our firm and inviolable attachment to 
your sacred person and govemment; and ss your faithful subjects, here, have 
at all times been zealous to demonstrate this tmth, by a ready compliance 
with the royal requisitions during the late war, by which a heavy and oppres
live debt of near half a million hath been incurred, so at this time they im. 
plore permission to approach the throne with humble confidence, and to en· 
treat that your Mlljesty will be graciously pleased to protect your people of 
this colony in the enjoyment of their ancient and inestimable right of being 
governed by such laws, respecting their internal polity and tuation, as are 
derived from their own consent, with the approbation of their Sovereign or 
his substitute: a right which, as men and descendants of Imttm., they have 
ever quietly possessed, since, first, by royal permission and encouragement, 
they left the mother kingdom to extend its commerce and dominion. 

"Your Majesty's dutiful subjects of J'i,-ginia most humbly and unanimously 
hope, that this invaluablc birthright, dcscended to them from their ancestors, 
and in which tbey have been protected by your royal predecessors, will not 
be suft'ered to receive an injury, under the reign of your sacred Majesty, al. 
ready so illustriously distinguished by your gracious attent0n to the liberties 
of the people. 

"That your Majesty may long live to make nations happy, is the ardent 
prayer ofyourtaithfulsubjects, the Council and Burgesses of Yirginia." 

• On dlua'loori!y 0I"1fI'. leAftOft. 

1 • 
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The author CUlIlOt leuo who cbew the foDowiDg memorial ; bat fJom 1be 
&Vie of the compoliticm, compared with the membeN of the oommittee alii 
the diaribution of its other labours, he thinb it probable that it .... 1IIr. Pat
dIetonl.,-mIy,IIr.BJancl. 

.. To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. in Parliament 
auembled: 

.. TAlI Merurial qf tile C.",.Ql /Jftd B~ Iff Vuxinia, ..... in c-.l 
.4Mem/Jlg, 

.. 1I1IJI8LY ..... IUT .. 

" That your memorialists hope an application to your lordships. the becI 
and hereditary guardians of BrilirA liberty, will not be thought imlJllOPer at 
this time, when meallUJes are proposed, subversive as they concein, of that 
freedom, which all men, especially thoae who derive their coD8titution r.
Briltlin, have a right to enjoy; and they flatter thel1llelves that your IcmI. 
ahips will not look upon them as objects 80 unworthy your attention, .. to re
prd any impropriety in the form or nwmer of their application, for your 
lordahips' protection, of their just and undoubted rights as Britnt. 

" It cannot be presumption in your memorialists to call themaelvea by tbiI 
diatinguished name, since they are descended from BriIoM, who left their na
tive country to extend its territory and dominion, and who, happily for ........ 
and as your memorialists once thought, for themselves too, etrected thia par
poee. As our ancestors brought with them every right and privilege tIIey 
could with justice claim in their mother kinsdom, their delcendants may eoo
elude, they cannot be deprived ofthosc rights without injustice. 

"Your memorialists conceive it to be a fundamental principle of the BriIia6 
constitution, without which freedom can no where exist, that the people ue 
not subject to any taxes but such as are laid on them by their own consellt. 
or by those who are legally appointed to repreaent them: property must ~
come too precarious for tbe genius ofa free people, which can be taken from 
them at the will of otbeN, who cannot know wbat taxes such people can bear, 
or the easiest mode of raising them I and who are not IlIlder that J"eIItraiDt, 
which is the greatest IICcurity against a burthensome taxation, when the re
presentative. themselves must be affected by every tax imposed on the 
people. 

" Your memorialists are therefore led into an humble confidence, that yOW' 
lordships will not think any reason sufficient to support luch a power, in tbe 
Brit#h parliament, where the colonies cannot be represented: a power JK'

ver before constitutionally aaumed. and which if they have a right to exer
cise on any occasion, must necessarily establish this melancholy truth, that 
the inhabitants of the colonies are the slaves of Brit",.. from whom they we 
descended I and from whom they might expect every indulgence that the 0b
ligations of interAt and affection can entitle them to . 

.. Your memorialists have been invested with the right of using their OWD 

people from the first establishment of a regular government in the coloay. 
and requisitions have been constantly made to them by their sovereigns, on 
all occasions when the aasistance of the colony was thought nece.ary to pre-
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serve the BriIWa interest in ~; from whence they must conclude, they 
canaot now be deprived or. right they have 10 long enjoyed, and which they 
have never forfeited. 

rc The espenaes incurred during the Iut war, in eompliance with the de· 
manda on this colony by our late and present molt graciouslOvereigns, hay. 
imoll"ed 118 in a debt of DeIl1' half a million, a debt not likely to decrease un· 
der the continued espeJ1le we are at, in providing for the security of the peo
ple against the inclll'llions of our lavage neighbours; at a time when the low 
state of our staple commodity, the total want of specie, and the late restric· 
tions upon the trade of the colonies, render the circumlltances of the people 
estremely diJtrealful; and which, iftues are accumulated upon them, by the 
BriIa./a puli_ent, wiD make them truly deplorable . 

.. Your memoriaIillta cannot suggest to themsell"es any re&IOD why they 
should not Btill be trusted with the property or their people, with whose abi. 
lities, and the least burthenlOme mode of tuing, (with great deference to 
the IUperior wildom or parIiament,) they must be best acquainted. 

II YourmemorialilltB hope they shall not be lUlpected of being actuated on 
this occuion, byany principles but those of the purest loyalty and affection, u 
they always endeavoured by their conduct to demonltrate, that they consi. 
der their COIlnesion with GreGI BriIlliA, the seat ofliberty, u their greatest 
happinesa. 

.. The duty they owe to themselves and their posterity, lays your memo· 
TialiIltB under the necellity of endeavouring to establish their constitution, 
upon its proper foundation; and they do molt humbly pray your lord8hips to 
take this subject into your consideration, with the attention that i8 due to the 
well-being of the colonies, on which the proeperity of GreGI BriIDin doea, in 
a great measure, depend." 

Mr. Wythe wu the author of the following remonstrance. " It was done 
II with 10 much freedom that, u he told me, himself, his colleague8 of the 
.. committee shrunk from it u wearing the apect of mIllIOn, and smoothed 
c. its features to its present fonn."· 

c. To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses of Great Bnlllin. 
in Parliament assembled: 

.. TIae Remtm.tr __ oJIAe CMmdl aruJ Bur,r- ,!/,VirginiL 

" It appearing, by the printed votes of the house of commons of GrfIt1I Bri. 
tam in parliament IISIIembled, that in a committee of the whole house, the 
17th day of MarcIa Jut, it wu resoll"ed, that towards defending, protecting. 
and securingthe BriIWa colonies and plantations in America, it may be proper 
to charge certain lltamp duties in the laid colonies and plantations; and it 
being apprehended that the l&IDe subject, which wu then l,Ieclined, may be 
l'eaumed and further pUI'IUed in a IUcceeding Bellion, the touncil and bur
gesses of r.rginiG, met in general ueembly, judge it their indi8pensable duty, 
in a respectful manner, but with decent tirmneu, to remonstrate against Stich 

·)lr.J ...... 
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• mellllre : that at leut a eeuion ot'thOle right., which in their opiIUaD 1IIIIt 
be infringed by thIt procedure, may not be inferred from their IIileDce. lit. 
importarit a crisil. . 

.. They conceive it is eaential to lIritiM Uberty, that ]a. .... impoaiDl tu.eI 
en the people, ought not to be made without the conlent of repretlenbliftl 

ehoeen by themaelyel; who, at the eame time that they are acquainted with 
the circumstancet of their colllltituenta, eustain a portion of the burthen kid 
on them. The privileges, inherent in the perlOn.who discoYeredami ICtded 
theBe regions, cooJd not be renounced or forfeited by their remoYal hitIlcr, 
DOt .. vagabondl or fugitive~ but licensed and encouraged by their priace, 
and animated with a laudable desire of enlarging the BritiIA dominioD. ad 
encnding its commerce: on the contrlry, it was BeCUl'ed to them UId their 
detcendants, with all other rights and immunities of British aubjecta, by a 
royal charter, which hath been invariably recogniaed and confinned by Jail 
Hajesty and his predece880rI, in their commissions to the eeyeNl goveman, 
granting a power, and prescribing a form of legislation; accordingto whida, 
laws for the administration of justice, and for the welfare and good goyem
'IIIent of the colony, have been hitherto enacted by the govemor, council.aad 
general usembly: and to them, requisitions and applicatioDS for auppliee .... e 
been directed by the crown. As an instance of the opinion which __ 
IOvereigns entertained of tbeee rights and privileges, we beg leave to ftiu 
to three acts of the generalllSllembJy, pllll8ed in the 32d year oftbe reip of 
king CAcarle. U. (one of which is entitled IAn acI/",. f'fIiIIiItg a JnlMic f'ftftW 

/",. 1M 6eIt#:r .. pport of 1M §'fIW"ftmcnl of bU M4je.'1I' colMay 0/ Yirginia.' im
polling leveral duties for that purpose), which being thought abllOlutely_
eeuary, were prepared in England, and sent over by their then Py~, 
the lord C,d~, to be pll!J8ed by the general assembly, with a full power to 
give the royal_ent thereto; and wbicb were accordingly passed, after 1IeV~ 
Nl amendments were made to them bere : thUB tender was his Majesty aCtile 
rights of hi' .American BUbjects : and the remonstrants do not diBcem by whit 
distinction they can be deprived of that BIlCred birthright and mOlt nluable 
inheritance by their fellow subjects, nor with what propriety they em be 
taxed or affected in their estBteB, by the parliament, wherein they are not, 
and indeed cannot, constitutionally, be represented. 

.. And ifit were proper for the parliament to impole taxes on the eolcmiel 
. at all, which the remonstrants take leave to tbink would be inconsistent 1ritIa 
the fundamental principles of the constitution, tho exercise of that power. _ 
this time, would be ruinous to Yirginia, who exerted bereelf in the late w.o. 
it is feared beyond her strength, inaomuch that to redeem the money B1Uted 
tor that exigence, bel' people are taxed for leveral years to come: this, witIa 
the larger expenses incurred for defending the fiontiere against tile restIeaf 
Indiau, wbo blLvi infested ber as much since tbe peace .. before, is 80 grieY
OUI, that an increase of the burthen would be intolerable I especially u tile 
people are very greatly diBtreued already from the ICIll'city of eircnbltiac 
cash amongst them, and from the little value of their staple at the JIIiUl 
markets . 

• , And it is presumed, tblLt adding to that load which the colony now Jaboan 
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UDder. will not be more opprellive to her people than dettractiYe oItha in. 
tete. of GMJIllritain .. for the plantation trade, confined 18 it is to the JIlOo 

ther country, bath been a principal melUll of multiplying and enrichiDg her 
inhabitants; and, if not too much diecouragecl, may pl'Ove an inexhaustible 
ICIUrCe of treuure to the nation. For aatiafaction in this point, let the pre
lent &tate of the Brililh fteets and trade be compared with what they were 
before the settlement of the colonies; and let it be considered, that whillt 
property in land may be acquired on very euy tenne, in the Vlat uncultivated 
territory of NOf'IIa JlIMI'iw, the colonists will be moatly, if not wholly, employ. 
ed in agriculture; whereby the exportation of their commodities to G1WI 
Britain, and the consumption of manufactures supplied flOlll thence, will 
be daily increasing. But this moat desirable connexion between ~ Bri
tain and her colonies, supported by such a happy intercourse ofreciprocll 
benefits 18 is continually advancing the pl'08perity of both, must be interrupt
ed, if the people of the lattll'l', reduced to extreme poverty, should be com. 
pelled to manufacture those article. they have been hitherto furnished with, 
from the fonner . 

.. From these considerations, it i. hoped that the honourable house of COlD

mons will not prosecute a measure which those who may BUfl'er under it, can
not but look upon IS fitter for exiles driven from their native country, after 
ignominiOUlly forfeiting her favours and protection, than for the posterity or 
Bri,-, who have at aU times been forward to demonatrate aU due reverence 
to the mother kingdom; and are 10 instrumental in promoting her glory and 
felicity; and that BrilUh patriots will never consent to the exercise of any an
ticonatitutional power, which, even in this remote comer, may be clangel'OWl 
in its example to the interiour parts of the BriliJa empire, and will certaWy 
be detrimental to its commerce." 

NUTII B. 

Ctnlncil Cha,,~, 0ct0btIr l11A, 1185. 

Sl1l-8ince the lut _ion of usembly, I bave received BUndry acta, reso. 
lutions, and other communications from congress, which I trIUlImit to the re
nerallUlllCmhly,marked No. I, and whicb will claim the attention of the legis
lature, according to their nature and importance, respectively. 

Tbe execution of the militia law bath cauICd mucb emb8l'l'all1llent to the 
executive. Compelled to name all the field officers throughout die atate, and 
POllC.mg BUfficient information u to the fitne .. of individuals for these 01-
fices in a few counties only, they were constrained to search out proper per
IOns, by such means 18 accident furnished, and by letters add.reaeed to the ae. 
veral counties. In lOme instances, the gentlemen to wbom they were addre88-
ed, refused to give any information. In many others, the answers came too 
late to avail ; the law directing the commilBiolll to issue the 1st of April In 
this situation, the busine88 baa been conducted: and from a partial knowledge 
of cbancter8 iJllODle counties, aad a total ignorance of them in others, I am 

• 
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IeDlibie many who are worthy of command have been passed ·by, and othaw 
leas fit for oflice, may have been commiasioned. And notwitbatanding adaK 
attention has been given to this business, many of the counties have DOt yet 
been oflieered, for want of the recommendations of captains and IUbaltems. 

Finding that the arms and ammunition directed to be purchased, cooId nat 
be procured except from beyond the lea, application has been made by me to 
Mr. Jefferson and the Marquis de la Fayette, requesting their assistance to 
Mr. Barclay (who was commissioned to make the purchaae), in accomplishing 
this important work; and I have the satisfaction to find, that the affair is in 
IUCh a train as to promise the speedy arrival of these much wanted a.rticlea. 
Formore full information respecting this transaction, I lend you IlUJ\dry Jetten 
(No.2,) by one of which you will see that our noble friend the 1Iarqw., offers 
us his services, if there shall be occasion for them. 

I transmit, herewith, a letter from the honourable Mr. Hardy, eovering a 
memorial to congress from sundry inhabitants of Washington county. prayin, 
the establishment of an independent state, to be bounded as is therein ex· 
prell8ed. The proposed limits include a vast extent of country in which we 
have numerous and very respectable settlements; which, in their growth,1IiJI 
fonn an invaluable barrier between thia country and those who, in the course 
of events, may occupy the vast plaina westward of the mountains, _ w 
whom may have views incompatible with our safety. Already the militia w 
that part of the state, is among the most respectable we have; and by th_ 
means itia, that the neighbouring Indiana are awed into professions offriend
ship. But a circumstance has lately happened. which renders the poaaeuia. 
of that temtory, at the present time, indispensable to the peace and aafety 01 
Virginia: I mean the assumption of sovereign power by the western inhabi· 
tants of North Carolina. If these people, who, without consulting their O'WII 

safety or any other authority known in the American constitution, have _ 
sumed government, and while unallied to us, and under no engagements to 
pursue the ohjects of the federal government, they shall be strengthened by 
the accell8ion of 80 great a part of our country, consequences fatal to OW're

pose will probably follow. It is to be observed, that the settlements of this 
new society, stretch on to great extent in contact with ours, in Washington 
county, and thereby expose our citizens to the contagion of that example, 
which bids fair to destroy the peace of North Carolina. 

In this state of things it is, that variety of informations have come to me. 
stating that several persons, but especially col. Arthur Campble, have used 
their utmost endeavours, and with some SUCCCIl8, to pel'SUade the citizens in 
that quarter to break off from this commonwealth, and attach themselves to 
the newly assumed government, or erect one, distinct from it. And in orcle.r 
to effect this purpose, the equity and authority of the laws ha,-e been ar. 
raigned, the collection of the taxes impeded, and our national chat'llCter im
peached. But :IS I send you the several papers I have received on that wh. 
ject, I need ll'lt enlarge further than remark, that if this most important put 
of our territo,), be lopped off, we lose that barrier for which our people hale 
long and of,:'n fought, that nursery of soldiers from which future armies may 
be levied, and through which it will be almost impoasibJe for OW' enemies to 
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penetrate: we shall aggrandize the new state, whose connexiolll, ~ew .. and 
designs we know not, shall ceue to be fonnidable to our savage neighbOUl'll, or 
respectable to our westem aettlementa, at preaent, and in future. 

While these and many other matters were contemplated by the executive, 
it is natural to suppose, the attempt for aeparation was diseoUftged, by every 
lawful means; the chief of which was, displacing such of the field officers of 
militia, in Washington county, as were active partizans for aeparation, in 
order to prevent the weight of office being cast in the scale against this state: 
to this end a proclamation was issued, declaring the militia law of the last 
&elISion, in force, in that county,.and appointments of officers were made 
agreeably to it. 

I hope to be excuaed for exprelllling a wish, that the asaembly, in deliberat
ing on this affair, will prefer lenient measures in order to reclaim our erring 
fellow-citizens. Their taxes have run into three years arrear, and, thereby, 
grown to an amount beyond the ability of many to discharge, while the sy. 
tem of our trade has been such, as to render their agriculture unproductive 
ofmoney; and I cannot but suppose that if, even the warmest supporters of 
aeparation had Been the mischievous consequences of it, they would have re
tracted; and condemned that intemperance in their own proceedings, which 
opposition in sentiments is too apt to produce. 

A letter from the countess of Huntingdon and another from Sir James Jay, 
expressing her intentions to attempt the civilization of the Indians, are also 
aent you. It will rest with the asaembly to decide upon the means for exe
cuting this laudable design, that reflects so much honour on that worthy 
lady. 

By a resolution of the last assembly, the auditors were prevented &om li
quidating the claims of the officers and soldiers, after the 1st day of May last. 
Although the wisdom of such a measure must be admitted, yet several eases 
have come to my knowledge where claims, founded upon the clearest prin
ciples of justice, have been rejected by reason of that restriction: and when 
1 consider that thc claimants will be found to consist, in considerable degree, 
of widows, orphans, and thoae who have been taken prisoners, I am persuad
ed the assembly will think that a rigorous adherence to the forementioned 
resolution is improper, and that justice will be done to the claims of those 
few, whose poverty, ignorance, or other misfortunes, prevented eartierappli
cations. 

By Mr. Ross's letter, No.5, the asaembly will observe his (lemand against 
the state, and that it can be properly discussed only by the legislature. Al
though the post at Point of Fork has been long occupied, I cannot discover . 
the least trace of title to the ground vested in the public, or any previous sti
pulation with the proprietor for the temporary possession of it. While the 
assembly are considering of a proper satisfaction to the owner for the time 
past, I trust provision will be made to secure a permanent repository for the 
public arms and military stores, at that or some other place most proper foI' 
the purpose. 

The honourable William Nelson hath resigned his office as a member of 
the councU, as appears by bis letter, No.6. 



The honourabJe Benry Tazewell aq. baa been appointed a judge GfiM 
peral court in the room of the honoarabJe B. Danbridge ceq. deeeueds ... 
til the IUllembly BhalIlignify their plellllU1'e. 

The honounble Geo. Muter esq. haa been appointed a judge of the gene
ral court, in Kentucky, in the room of Cyrus Griftin eeq. who reIigned his ap
pointment. 

Thomu Mulie eeq. having reeigned hia appointment for opening a ro.l 
OIl the north western frontier, Joseph Neville eeq. baa been appointed, in his 
room. 

The report of the eommillioners for diapoling of the Gosport lands, No. 9. 
will explain to the assembly their transactions in that business. 

Mr. Rent! Rapicault, of New OrlelUl8, exhibited an account agaiDtIt this c_ 
monwealth, for a considerable sum of money which appeus to be due to bia. 
But aa it will be found by a reference to hi. papers, No. 10, that this debt, 
however just, cannot be paid from any fund now existing, it is sobmitted .. 
the legislature to make lOch proviaion for its payment, aa to them Ihall seem 
proper. 

The report of the commiasionel'll for extending the boundary line betwea 
Vuoginia and Pennsylvania, No. 11, will explain the manner in which tha buD. 
ness baa been executed. 

By Mr. Jefferson's letters it appears, that the original sum p-anted to pr0.

cure a Btltue of General Washington, will be deficient. The fUJ1:ber_ 
wanting, together with the reasons for increasing the expense of the w.n. 
will appe~ by Mr. JefFereon'. correspondence, No. 12. 

The crews of the boats Liberty and Patriot, were ordered to be enlisted far 
12 months from August last, unle8l800ner discharged. This was done in order 
that the assembly might, if they judged proper, determine to discontinue 
them, or if they are retained, make suitable provision for their IOppOl'l:: ID. 
therto, that has been defrayed out of the contingent fund. But the great va- . 
riety of expenses charged on that fund, make it necessary, in future, to p .. 
vide some other mode of support for them. The assembly wiD, no dOlllbt. 
observe in the course of their deliberations on the subject ofrevenue, tIuIt it 
ia necessary for the exeeutive to commission the officers. The officer CIIIID

mauding one of these boats has detected several persons attempting to eftd~ 
the payment of duty, and in compliance with the law, as he supposes. took 
bonds for the payment of the penalties imposed for making false entries. Bat 
it seems there are great difficulties in recovering judgment on these ~ 
owing to ambiguity in the law respecting the subject. The usembly will 
""ply such remedy for this evil, as they think proper. 

Appliestion hath been made to tlle executive, on the subject ofpaying u.
to the continental treasury, warrants for interest due on loan office cCf'ti6. 
estes, and other liquidated claims against the continent. And although ~ 
can be no doubt that payments, made by the tre~r to the contiaentale 
ceiver, may include the proportion of warrants specified by eongrea m th:ir 
act of the 28th of April 1784, yet the receiver when possested of the Cllh,u. 
though it was unaccompanied by any warrants, does not conceive hlmself' jus. 
tified in parting with any money in 'exchange for them. So that until the .. 
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llembly aIJaD intelpOH. by making these warranta receinble at the treuut'f. 
our citizens will llUft"er great injll1'1, and be deprived of a facility enjoyed by 
the'citizens of the other states. 

The sum of money allowed by the .. embly in their resolution of the 
13th of June 1783, for compiling, printing, and binding the laws, bas proved 
inadequate to the purpose; five bundred pounds baving been expended in 
the printing, and two hundred and fifty engaged to be divided among the 
gentlemen who made the compilation; 80 that nothing is left. to pay for the 
binding. 

I cannot forbear informing the _mbly, that many county courts have 
failed to recommend aberiffs in the months of June and July. In consequencl' 
oftbis, many of the counties will be without Bherift8, in as much as, the exe· 
cutive think they have no power to issue commissions in such cases. As this 
.vil threatens 80 many parts of the state with anarchy, I bave no doubt ofttre 
teplature remedying it with all possible despatch. 

I have the honour to be, with great reprd. 
Your most obedient, 

Humble servant, 
P. JmNJlY • 

. 11Le Hono\D'Bble the Speaker of the House ofDelegatea. 

Judge Tucker, in his edition of Blackstone, having fallen into Mr. Ba,r, 
dolph's mistake, in regard to the ease of Josiah Philips, the following note 
has been furnisbed to the author by the gentleman who was the chairman or 
the committee . 

.. Tbe case of Josiah Philips, I find strangely represented by Judge Tuck«!r 
and Mr. Edmund Randolph, and very negligently vindicated by Hr. Henry. 
That cue is penonally known to me, because I was of the lerislature at the 
time, was one of thOle consulted by Mr. Henry, and hid my share in the p .... 
age of the bill I never before saw the observations of those gentleme~ 
which you quote on this cue. and will now. therefore. hrietJymake lOme 
atrictures on them. 

".Judge Tucker, iutead of a definition of the functions ofbills of attainder,. 
has riven ajust diatribe against their abuse. The occasion and proper office 
of a biD of attainder is this; when a pel'lOn cbarged with a crime, withdraws 
from justice, or reBi .. it by force, either in his own or a foreign country, no 
other means ofbrinring him to trial or punisbment being practicable, a ape.. 
c:wlCt is passed by the lePJature, adapted to the particular cue ; this pre
scribes to him a sufficient term to appear and submit to a trial by his peers, 
declares that his refusal to appear ahaIl be taken as a. confession of guilt, as 
in the ordinary case of an offender at the bar refilling to plead, and pro. 
lIOUIlCel the sentence which would have been rendered on his confession or 
conviction in a court Qflaw. No doubt that these actsofaltainder haTe been 

2& 
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.bused in Eng1and u inlltNmenta of veJlgeaftce by a IGcCt!ll6l._efa'" 
leated party. But wbat inatitution it inltlsceptible of abUlle, in wicked~' 

.. Again, the judge IlaYs, 'the court refused to pUll sentence fIE e~ 
pursuant to the directions of the let.' Tbe court could not refu.e thiIt, be
cause it 1I'aS nner proposed to them, and my authority for this _rtioIt .. 
be presently given. 

" For the pel'ftl'llion of a fact 80 intimately knoWll to himself. Mr. RancIo1pIt 
can be eXCUlt!d only by ow indulgence for oratol'll who, preued by a p0wer

ful advenary, lose Hight, in the ardourof conflict, of the rigorous accuraciel 
off&c:t, ad permit tbeir imagination to distort and colour them to the vie .. 
of the moment. He WII attoroey general at the time, and told me him.Ielf. 
the &rat time 1 AW bim after the trial of Philip., that when taken and deliver
ed up to justice, he had thought it best to make no Ule of the let at attaiBder, 
and to take no meaaure under.it I that he had indicted IWo, at the __ 
law, eitber for murder or robbery, (I forget which, and whether fOr botJi.) 
that he 11'11 tried on this indictment in the ordinary way, foUDd guilty by tkc 
jury, sentenced and executed under the common law; a COlINe which eveJf 
one approved, because the first object of the act of attainder wae,to bring him 
to fair trial. Whether Mr. Randolph WII right in this information to me, or. 
when in the debate with Mr. Henry, he represents this atrocious otFeDder 
u sentenced and executed under the act of attainder, let the record!4 the 
case decide. 

r< 'Without being confronted with his accusers and witnellle., ';nthout the 
privilege of calling for evidence in his behalf, be was IICntenced to death, and 
afterwards actually executed.' I appeal to the universe to produce one liD
gle instance, from the first establishment of government in this state to ths 
present day, where, in a trial at bar, a criminal bas been refused c:oufrollta
tion with his accnsers and witnesses, or denied the pri\ilege of calling for 
evidence in his bebal£ Had it been done in this case, I would have asked or 
the attomey rene"") wby he propoaed or permitted it? But, without hariDg 
seen the record, 1 will venture, on the character of our courts, to deny that it 
was done .. But if Mr. Randolph meant, only. that PbiUps had not theIC ad
vantage., on the pauage of the bill of attainder, how idle to charge the l~p 
lature with omitting to confront the culprit with hi, witnellCs, when be ... 
ltanding out in arms, and in defiance of their authority; and their senteace 
\VII to take effect, only on his own refusal to come ill and be coo&onted. We 
must either, therefore, conlider this II a mere hyperbolism of imaginatjoa. 
in the beat of debate. or, what I should rather believe. a defective statemeDt 
by the reporter of Mr. Randolph" argument. I sUIpCct this last the ~. 
because this point in the charge of Mr. Randolph, is equally omiUl!d in tile 
defence of Mr. Henry. This gentleman must ban known that Philips _ 
tried and executed under the common law,and yet, according to this~ 
he rests his defence on a justification of the attainder only. But all __ 
bew Mr. Henry, know, that when at ease in argument, hewu lOaetimee'eue
Ie.., not gi,.ing himself tbe trouble of ransackio/J either his memory o .... 
wination for all tlle topics of his subject, or bill audience thllotof b~ 
No JII&Il an earth knew better, when he had Aid ~Ilgh for his heuen. 



.. I&. a.adolpbchargellll with haYing read tile bm three times in the laDle 
clay, I do not rememb~r the fact, nor whether tlIil was enforced on us by 
dle urgency of the ranges of Philip., or of the time at which the bill was in. 
tl'Oduced. I have some idea it was at 01' nelll' the close of the se_n. . The 
journals, wltich I have not, willucertain tbie fiLet. .. 

The following proceedings agaiMt Joeiah Plillips and his U!OCiatel, are 
extracted from the recorda of the general court; and are followed by the 00-

tice of the executioll of these men, from the public prints of the day: which 
it is hoped, will put a final end to this mistake, 10 little to the honour of our 
revolution. . 

K VO&IlUJ., to wit: 

" The jurors for the commonwealth, upon their oath present: That Jo
siah Pbinps,late of the parish of Lynbaven, in the county of Princess Ann, 
labourer, on the ninth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand se· 
ven hundred and seventy eight, with foree and anns at the parish aforesaid, 
in the county aforesaid, in the highway of'the commonwealth there, in and 
upon one James Hargrove, in the peace of God and of the commonwealth, 
then and there being, f'eloniously did make an assault, aJ)d him, the said 
.James Hargrove, in bodily f'ear and danger of his life, in the highwayafore. 
said, then and there feloniously did put, and twenty.eight men's (elt.hats· of 
the value of'twcnty shillings each, and five pounds of twine of the value of 
.4ive shillings each pound, of the goods and chattels of the said James Har· 
grove, from the person and against the wiD o( the said James Hargrove, in 
.ate highway aforesaid, then and there feloniously and violently did steal, take 
and carry away, against the peace and dignity of the commonwealth. 

Witneues---James Hargrove, 
Benjamin Griffith, 
William Lovett, 
Polly Davi., 
Horatio Davis, and 
John Matthies. 

~ Sworn in court, Oct. 20th, 1778. 

S JOBlf)l.4.1'." 

The above indictment is thus indorsed: 
.. An in4ic~ment against Joaiah Philips for robbery," (in )fro Randolp~'1! 

band writing.) ".A true bill Wm. Holt, foreman." 

.. In the General Court, 20th October, 1718. 

. .. Joeiah Philips, late of the parish of Lynhaven, in the county of Princell 
Ann,labourer, who st.andsindided/ar robbery, wu ltd to the bar in cu8tody of 
f.he keeper of the public gaol, and was thereof amaigned, and p1e1ded not 
'guilty to the indictment, and for bis trial put bimaelf upon God and the coun. 
try. Whereupon came a jury, to wit: James Letate, Thomas Stanley, Gilliam 
Booth, Stapletou Crutcbfield, John Tankerley, Jobn Draper, Leonard Hen
ley, Mic:ajab Chiles, Bicl:Jard Swepson. William James Lewis, Thomas CowIeI' 
and Ambrose Baines, whe, beiDg elected, tried and 5\V0I'Il the tnlth. of, anc1 
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UpoD premilea to apeal, and hamg helld the evidence. upon their oath do ay, 
that the Aid Josiah Philips i. guilty of the robbery Iforeuid in manner aa4 
form u in the indictment againlt him iI alledged. and that he bad neither 
Janda or tenementl, goodI or chattels at the time of committing the aid roIt
bery, nor at any time lince. to their knowledge; and thereupon he iI remand
eel to gaol. 

If October the 27th, 1778. 

If JOIiah Philip .. late of the parish of Lynhaven in the county of Princesl 
_~nn, labourer. who Itr.ndI etnItIkkd qf robbery. was again led to the bar in cus
tody of the keeper of the public gaol, and thereupon, It being demanded of 
him if any thing he had or knew to lIy for himsclf, why the court. here, to 
judgment and execution of and upon the premise .. should not proceed, he 
sakI he bad nothing but what he had before Aid. Therefore. It iI colllidered 
by the court, that he be hanged by the neck until he be dead. 

"October 28th, 1778. 

«John Lowry, John Heizen, and Charles Bowman, for murder • .INial P" 
liP.. James Hodges, Henry M'Lalen, and Robert Hodge. for ~. James 
Randolph for horseltealing, Joaeph Tnmer, otherwiae calledJUb Blanken
ship for hurglary, and John Highwllden for grand larceny. being under sen
tence of death by the judgment of the court yelterday passed against thea 
for their said offence: It iI .\\,Ilded that execution of the said aentence, be 
aeverally made and done upon them the said John Lowry. Joha HeizeR, 
Charles Bowman, J •• aIa Philip', James Hodges, Henry lI'Lalen. Robert 
Hodge .. James Randolph. Joseph Tumer. otherwiae called Josiah Blanke-. 
ship. and Johu Highwllden, by the aherifl" of York county, on Friday the 
fourth day of December next. between the hOUl'l of ten and twelve in the 
forenoon, at the usual place of execution. 

Copies-Teate. 
hTl'OK Do .... C. G. c." 

Extract from Dixon and Hunter'a paper of October the 30th. 1778. 

~ WILLI~a.v.a.-At a general court, begun and beld at the capitol the 
tOth instant, the following criminals were condemned toauffer death: Cbarl~ 
Bowman. from Prince George. for murder; John Lowry. from Bedford. tbr 
ditto; JoaiDA PAiIip.. J_ Hodp, Ro6erl Hodp. tIIId lIenrg MCItIkt&,fr
Prinu., .,fnn. for ,..,.,." I John Highwllden, from Fauquier. filr puc! br
eeny; Joaeph Tumer. aliu JOIiah Blankenship. from Albemarle. for burglary; 
and Jamea Randolph, from Culpeper. for honeatealing!' 

Extract from Dixon and HUD~B paper of December 4th, 1778. 

"WILLu.JIIIBna.-Thia day were executed, at the gallows near this city, 
JlllmumI to tJwir .mtm«, the following criminals, viz: Joaioll Pllili,., HeJD7 
M'VIanen. Robert Hodges,lohn Reuon, and Jomh Blankenship." 



, 

(fj' The distance of the pres. from the author'. residence, hu neeeuarily 
placed ill correction in other hands: and various errol'S have una'fOidably oc· 
curred. which the reader is requested to correct,according to the nat of ClTIta 
below. 

ERRATA. 

PIP to line i &om tlae bottom, II1II pIge 344, Hne 16. for _ ...... "mtllt. ,... illltTllt1lmqt,. 
4. 7 I"tom the bottom, uu1 .... bere. lOr COItlr«dtll, ..,. .. "'""*L 
4, 3 from the bottom, Ibr thNt am_to, read 11rl. _..-au. 
.. 7. rc. ,.,.,." Uanc. .... htiv ...... 

10, 0 &om the lIottom, Ibr .hl£lll1.attempb, read .hiIe bilattempu. 
10. 3, tar r~, iad ~,: aIIo iD p. N, 1iDe3. 
20. I, tar prrvjIIMJ. read ~Ii"", 
27. 11, fill' ~ re.l1I«Imnt1tI"". 
36, II, 16, for a-Iu 1M _. read lIaIcIIII" .tr.ri4. 
41, II. deletmd. 
41, • from die bottDlll, rc. ,AMe, reId,a: dlillIbtake _ iall'felllodaer pIaceI. 0 

46, 11, for Edr«zNJ, read Edmund. 
47. 0 &om the bottOm, the wonb GeaIp WJIhe daoaItI ~.)IIIICIapII. 0 

54, 10, Ibr IIF!fI6oMld, read tlctI. • 
54, 16, Ibr sift, read si./b· '. 
'So 0 ~7~ liImIIIlwI,.. W....., Aim, .... ./IIIIIrrIl tMIAICMI,AIIt ,.. 

8l, 10. 1Or ...... -. .- rtldHlMl. 
85, 8 ftom the bottom, fbr ~mI, read /trtUd. 
86, land I, forlhat Iroule,.- tIrl /'fI64ittellflelb. 
87. • 1, for gmtlema ... read,eatlcmtn. 
89, .. for fIIr, read &ar,. 

110, 13 and 14, lOr ride /a It, read ride '01 .nd dimt II. 
Ito, 14 from the bottom, for I, ii, read I, tflU. 
Ill, " lOr ...--.ce in toIItrI1, read un/kIl ~ 
136, " for U/Wft.iMu, read t.e. .... 
153, 0 from the bottom, for -om, read _!Mr. 
196, 10 of the Dote, Ibr • r«ttal, read IIrl rorita/. 
!1:» 1 01 the ROle, for .frirrtdlfrer" read rIrirrmIlrl,. s-w: tI, for 6ertq11, read 6tnt./ll •• 
241, 1, for I. "rotlD't, read In pr«.rllllf. 
255. I from die bot"' .... for mml-. read MlnttBtJ«. 
2~3, 111, for cItnuer, read d ..... 
295, 111-17, lOr Jkrv }"Ct, ""'" ,flU JIny /fI'«. 
30., after the wOlll san, Pllt a cemm. inaCe.f of the _IteIon. 
309, Hne 13-34, for _millinglAt ,u&mulion, read mltmitti1l1f IAt Nriti1l,~ 
315, J ...... the1lollO ... fvcfttkrtll ... 1rt, readfcdnaJ<jr<uittturt. 
319, 4, for IIr.lnnU, ftM and Mr. I,,,,;,. 
316, 6, for '/>Plli/e. read 1IfJtIeIIIe. 
~'8. 3, dele -/oil. 
331, 6, for ,..-1Ier, ""'" 1m1Iie,. 
~53, 10, Ibr .hat It, read what.,.,. 
358, 11, for ri&1Il,. read right. 
371, 13. dele .-
314. 14, for /IGIri.,ic 1_ rnd pain. Jart. 
387, Jut. for JOUr n~f"Irlr, iead "..,.ftJH' • .I~/t1t4tr. 
~\j{\, 11, Ibr mqiorilr ill tIrllrou#, read mojorltll ., 11rl7io_. 
417, 4vtth~note.ror~,_df~. 
4:9. 5 af rbenote, tbr IhqMd <-.mil .. , mod ''''''htllltommtl/l"ttlit tH. 
4~5, 10 lium (b,e botlam, tOr from (i/f~r .rat.", real! ,.,,"' other .,..,,,,. 




