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wvisers, was the celebrated act of religious freedom, drawn by Mr. Jefferson § which not
merely reasserts the principles of religious liberty contained in the bill of rights, but aims
to mthem permanence, by an argument equally clear, simple, and conclusive.

is bill, with many others, was not acted upon by the legislature for several years ;
but in the mean time, the friends of the Episcopal church prepared to make one more
effort to recover a portion of its ancient privileges, by a general assessment. Their first
object was to get an act of incorporation for the church, to enable it the better to retain
and defend the large pm%erty it held, as well as to facilitate further acquisitions. A re-
eolution having passed by a large majority, in favor of incorporating * all societies of
the Christian religion” which desired it, leave was immediately given to bring in a bill
¢ to incorporate the Protestant Episcopal Church,” by which the minister and vestry
in each parish were made a body corporate, for holding and acquiring property, and re-
gulating the concerns of the church, and which finally passed into a law. The plan of
a general assessment met with more difficulty. The petitions which had been got up
among the people gave it the show of popularity, and it received the powerful aid of
Patrick Henry’s eloquence. Thus supported, it seemed likely to obtain a majority, when
those who were opposed to the measure on principle, for the purpose of gaining time,
proposed to refer the matter to the people before the legislature acted upon it, and they
succeeded in postﬁ)::i;iit. George Mason, George Nicholas, and others of this party,
then proposed to Mr. Madison to prepare a remonstrance to the next legislature against
the assessment, to be circulated through the state for signatures. This was done, and
the paper which he prepared exhibited the same candid, dispassionate, and forcible rea-
soning, which had ever characterized the productions of his pen, convincing those who
before doubted, so that there was a general disapprobation of the measure among all
sects and parties ; and, at the next session, the table could scarcely hold the petitions
and remonstrances against the proposed assessment. Such a manifestation of the pub-
lic will was not to be resisted. The measure was abandoned, and Mr. Jefferson’s bill,
with some slight alterations, was then passed without difficulty.

To conclude this history of religious establishments in Virginia: the law could not
fairly claim the praise of impartiality, so long as a single church had the benefits of in-
corporation ; and the injustice was the greater, if, as the other sects maintained, most
of the large property it held it owed to the publi¢ bounty. 1In two years afterwards the
act allowing religious incorporations was repealed, but with a saving to all religious so.
cieties of the property they possessed, with the right of appointing trustees for its man-
agement. In 1799, all tlywee laws, as well as those made for the benefit of the dis.
senters and the church, were repealed, as inconsistent with the bill of rights and the
principles of religious freedom ; and lastly, in 1801, the overseers of the poor in each
county were authorized to sell all its glebe lands, as soon as they shall become vacant
:'ﬁ the death or the removal of the incumbent for the time ; but reserving the rights of

private donations before 1777. By the execution of this act, the last vestige of legal
privilege which this church had over other sects, was completely eradicated.

LISTS OF VIRGINIANS WHO HAVE HELD HIGH PUBLIC STATIONS.
List of Governors of the State of Virginia.

1816. ... James P. Preston.
««+Thomas M. Randolph.
«+.James Pleasants.
....John Tyler. (late Pres. of U. 8.)
Wmn. B. Glles.
John Floyd.

“ e .«.Littleton” W. Tazewell ; resigned

“  1791...+Henry Lee. 30th April, 1836.

“  1794....Robert Brooke. Apsil, 1836.... Wyndham Robertson, Lieut.-Gov-

“  1798....James Wood. ernor—acting Governor.

“ o 1799... ;une- Monroe. March, 1837. ... David Cam) .

“  1802....John Page. « " 1840....Thomas W. Gilmer; resigned,

“  1805.... Wm. H. Cabell. March, 1841.

“  1808....John T&lar. ¢ 1841....John Rutherford, Lieut.-Governoe
Jan. 4, 1811....James Monroe. and,acting Governor.
Dec. 5, 1611....Geo. W. Smith, burnt in the thea- 4 1848....John M. G , Lisut.-Governoe

tre, Dec. 96. ¢ and sctl Vermor.
Jan. 3, ... James Barhour. Jan,, 1843. ... James Mc?owell.

1818. A
1814... . Wilson Carey Nicholas 19
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The following are lists of Virginians who have held high public stations under the general govemn-
ment. They are complete only to the year 1842.

Presidents o UuudSum—GeugeWuhln‘lou.elmdlm'dthu.M.m 67.
Thomas Jeﬂ‘cu{m elected 1801 ; died July 4, 1826, aged 83. James elected 1809 aﬂ"
28th, 1836, aged 84. James Monroa.,elecled 1817 ; died Julg:l, 1831, aged 72. William Eeuy Harrison,
elecmd in 1841 died April 4, 1841, aged 68. John

Vice-Presidents of the United States.—Thomas enon. elected 1797.  John Tyla elected 1841.

Secretaries of State—Thomas Jefferson, 1789. Edmund Bandolph, 1794 ; died Se 12, 1813. John
Marshall, 1800; died July 6, 1835, aged 70. James Madison, 1801, ames Monroe, chhy
(born in Va.,) 1825. Abel P. Upshur, 1843 ; died Feb. 28, 1844. John Fonyv.h, (bon in Vl.,)

Oct. 22, 1841, aged 61.
Secretaries of War.—James Monroe, 1814. James Barbour, 1825 ; died June 8, 1842, aged 66.
Secretaries of the Navy.—Abel P. Upshur, 1841. Thomas W. Gilmer, 1843; died Feb. 28, 1844. John

Y. Mason, 1844.

Attorney-—-Generals.—Edmund Randolph, 1789. Charles Lee, 1795; died June 24, 1815,
William Wirt, (D. C.,) 1817; died Feb. 18, 1834, aged 61. Peter V. &.nhl, appointed in 1833,
clined

Chu:f ~Justices of the Supreme Court.—John Marshall, 1801 to 1835.

Associate do.—John Blair, 1789 to 1796; died Aug. 31, 1800, aged 68. Bushrod Wuhlnm 1o
1829; died June 14, 1832, aged 73. Thomas Todd, 1 mm;dbdhb.lm Philip P. .
tolB-ﬂ died Feb. 25, 1841, aged 60. Peter V. Danlcl. 1841.

Foreign Ministers.—James Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain in 1803, 1806, and
James ur, do. to do. in 1828. Andrew Stevenson, do. to do. in 1836. William Short, Chargé de Af-
faires to France in 179. James Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary to do. in 1794. Patrick Henry,
Plen. to do.in 1799 ; did not accept. Wm. C. Rives, Min. Plen. and Envoy Extraordinary to do. in
Wm. Short, Minister Resident in Spain, 1794. James Monroe, Min. Plen. to Spain, 1804. John
(born in Va.,) Min. Plen. 1819. Hugh Nelson, Min. Plen. and En. Ex. to Spain, 18!3. Wn. Short,
Res. to Netherlands, 1792. John Graham, Min. Plen. to Brazil, 1819. Thomas L.
Affaires to do., 1825. Henry Clay, (born in Va.,) to Prussia, 1823. John Randolph, M
to Russia. Richard C. Anderson, Min. Plen. to Colombia, 1823. Wm. Boulware, cnm.«'le
Two Sicilies, 1841. Wm. Brent, Chargé d’Affaires to Buenos Ayres, 1844. . chty A Minister
Brazil in 1844. Wm. M. Blackford, Chargé d’Affaires to New Grenada, 1842. Wm. Crump,
d‘Aﬂilm to Chili, 1844. .

U. 8. 2 {ro- the ad of the Co z m. 8. Archer, 1842 to 1847. James

1815 t0 1825. Richard Brent, 1809 to 1815. John W. Ewes, 1817 to 1819 died Sept. 1830, 50.
B. Giles, 1804 to 1816 ; died Dec. 8, 1830. Wiiliam Grayson, 1789 to 1790 ; died March 13, 1'
H. Lee, 1789 to 1792 ; "died 19th June, 1794, 62. Be in Watkins Leigh, 1834 to 1838. A.T.
Mason, 1815 to l817; died 6th Feb. 1819, James Monroe, 1790 to 1784. Andrew Moore, 1804 to
1809. Wilson C. Nicholas, 1799 to 1804 ; died 10th Oct. 1820. James Pleasants, 1819 to 1822, John Ran-
dolph, 1825 to 1827 ; died 24th May, 1833, aged 60.  Wiiliam C. Rives, 1832 to 1834, 1836 to 1839, 1842 to
1 John Taylor, about 1803. He Tazewell, 1794 to 1799. Littleton W. Tazewell, 1824 1o 1833.
John Tyler, 1827 to 1836. Abraham B. Venable, 1803 to 1804 ; perished in the Richmond Theutre, 26th
Pec. 1811. John Walker, 1790.

Members of the Old ess from 1774 to 1788, inclusive.—Thomas Adams, 1778 to 1780. John Banis-
ter, 1778 to 1779. Richard Bland, 1774 to 1776 ; died in 1778. Theodorick Bland, 1780 to 1783; died in
1790, aged 48. Carter Braxton, 1776 ; died 1797, aged 61. Edward Carrington, 1785 to 1786 ; died 1810,
aged 61. John Fitzhugh, 1779 to 1180 died in l&)9 aged 83. Wm. Grayson, 1784 to 1787.
fin, 1778 to 1781, 1787 to 1788; died in 1810 aged 62. Samuel Hardy, 1783 to 1785. John Harvie, 1778 to
1779. Ber\jamin Harrison, 1774 to 1778 ; died in 1791. James Henry, 173) to 1781; died in 1805. Pat-
rick Henry, 1774 t0 1776. Thomas Jefferson, 1775 to 1777, 1783 to 1785. Joseph Jones, 1777 to 1778, 1780
to 1783. Arthur Lee, 1781 to 1784 ; died 14th Dec. 1782, aged 42. Francis Lee, 1775 to 1780 ; died
1797, aged 63. Henry Lee, 1785 t0 1788 ; died in 1818, aged 62. Richard H. Lee, 1774 to 1780, 1784 to
1787; died in 1794, aged 63. James Madison, jr., 1780 to 1783, 1786 to 1788 ; died in 1836. James Mercer,
1779 to 1780. James Monroe, 1783 to 1786 ; died July 4, 1831, Thomas Nelnnn, 1775 to 1777, 1779 to
1780 ; diedJan. 4. 1780.aged 50. Mann Pnzq 1777. imund Pendleton, 1774 to 1775; died in 1823,

#. Edmund Randolph, 1779 to 1782; died in 1813. Peyton Randoelph, 1774 to 1775 ; 'died 22d Oct. 1

aged 52. Meriwether Smith, 1778 to 1782. George Washington, 1774 to 1775. GeolgaWy!hn. 1775 o

1777 ; died 6th June, 1806, nged 80.

- .Meﬂ;lz::huf tlaj (bavrnuo&frm JVn which foﬂanddUu C:nlgu;‘t;lo:of the Un&t“ B'utu.—:l.o‘yl Blair,
ames son, Jr., George Mason, James M'Clurg, Edmun ndolph, George nMn.u-, Goup

Wythe. Messrs. Mason, M’Clurg, Randolph, and Wythe, did not sign the consti
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List of members from Virginia, of the U. 8. House of Repr s, from the adoption of the Federal
Constitution to the 4th of Mnn:h 1845.
Alexander, Mark 1819-33|Bayley, T. H.
Allen, John J. 1833-35|Bayley, Thomas M.
Allen, Robert lm Beale, J;‘M'irl:.
1 |Beirne, Andrew
Archer, Wn. 8. 1833-35[Bland, Theodore
Armstrong, Wm. . 1825-33|Botts, John M.
Atkinson, A. 1843-45(Bouldin, Thomas T.
Austin, Archibald 1817-19|Bouldin, J. W.
l;:hen;‘;lnhi lg}-l,:;i Breckenridge, James
, Wm. 1
Banks, Linn 183763 Brent, Richard
ol e 19425 g;ownlel W A.
& rwel m.
Batboar, Phitip ¥ 1827-30|Cabell, Samuel J.
Barton, Richard W 184143 Cnpenon, h

Bassett, Burwell 1815-19 Chnpman. A A
1821-31;

, Joseph W.

g 1805-13 , George
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seven, effected their escape, and reassembled on the 7th of June, at Staunton, about
forty miles west of Charlottesville. Tarleton, hearing that there were many gentlemen
of the lower country then at the houses of Dr. Walker, and Mr. John Walker, which
lay near his route, for a moment lost sight of his principal object, and resolved to make
them prisoners. He accordingly divided his force, and sent a part to Mr. John Walk-
er’s, while he himself stopped at the house of Dr. Walker. Several gentlemen were here
made captives.

When Tarleton approached within ten miles of Charlottesville, he detached a party of
horse, under captain M‘Leod, to Monticello, to seize Mr. Jefferson. But he had, about
sunrise, received the intelligence of Tarleton’s approach. Several members of the legis-
Iature, including the speakers of both houses, were then his guests, and they hastened
to Charlottesville, to adjourn the legislature. Mrs. Jefferson and her three children
hurried off in a carriage to Colonel Edward Carter’s, about six miles to the south. Mr.
Jefferson followed afterwards on horseback, and had not left his house ten minutes be-
fore the British entered it. His property, books, and papers, were all respected, with the
exception of the waste which was committed in his cellars, by a few of the men, with-
out the knowledge of the commanding officer. Tarleton entered Charlottesville on the
4th of June, four days after Mr. Jefferson’s term of office expired. He, on the next day,
rejoined Lord Cornwallis, who had established his head-quarters at Elk Hill, a planta-
tion near the Point of Fork, belonging to Mr. Jefferson. Here every sort of wanton
mischief was perpetrated. Besides making a free use of the cattle, and carrying off all
the horses fit for service, as was to be expected, the throats of the young horses were
cut, the growing crops of corn and tobacco were d ed ; those of the preceding year,
together with the barns which contained them, and all the fences on the plantation were
burnt. Other plantations shared a similar fate, though not to the same extent. Thirty
thousand slaves were taken from Virginia by the British in these invasious, of whom
twenty-seven thousand were computed to have died of the small-pox, or camp fever.
The whole amount of property carried off, and destroyed, during the six months prece-
ding Cornwallis’s surrender, has been estimated at £3,000,000 sterling.

Monticello,* the seat of Thomas Jefferson, is three miles south-
east of Charlottesville. The annexed glowing description, is from
‘Wirt’s Eulogy upon Adams and Jefferson:

The Mansion House, at Monticello, was bulilt and furnished in the days of his prosperity. In its di-
}! its archi its g and or it is such a one as became the character and
fostune of the man. It stands upon an ellrl&ue plain, formed by cutting down the apex of a mountain ;
and, to the west, stretching away to the north and the south, it commands a view of the Blue Ridge for
a hundred and fifty miles, and brings under the eye one of the boldest and most b iful horizons in the
world ; while on east, it presents an extent of prospect bounded only by the spherical form of the
earth, in which nature seems to sleep in eternal repose, as if to form one of her finest contrasts with the
rade and rolling grandeur of the west. In the wide prospect, and scattered to the north and south, are -
several detached mountnins, which contribute to animate and diversify this enchanting landscape ; and
among them, to the south Willis’s mountain, which is so interestingly depicted in his Notes. From this
summit, the phllouoPher was wont to enjoJ' that spectncle, among the sublimest of Nature's operations,
the | ing of the di ins ; and to watch the ions of the pl and the gr revolu-
tion of the celestial sphere. From this summit, too, the patriot could look down with uninterrupted vis-
jon, upon the wide expanse of the world around, for which he considered himself born; and upward to
the and vaulted heavens, which he seemed to approach, as if to keep him continually in mind of
his responsibility. It is indeed a prospect in which you see and feel, at once, that nothing mean or
little could live. It is a scene fit to nourish those great and high-souled principles which formed the ele-
ments of his character, and was a most noble and appropriate post for such a sentinel, over the rights
and liberties of men.
Approaching the house on the east, the visiter instinctively paused to cast around one thrilling glance
at this magnificent panorama : and then passed to the vestibule, where, if he had not been previously

facts are stated on the authority of a gentleman who received them from Dr. Walker
himself: On Tarleton’s arrival at his house, he had ordered breakfast to be prepared
for the colonel and the officers ; but the operations of the cook appearing to be unusu-
ally tardy, and his guest manifesting great impatience, he went to the kitchen himself to
inquire the cause of the delay ; and was there told by the cook that he was then engaged
in preparing the third breakfast, the two first having been taken from him by some of
Colonel Tarleton’s men ; on which the doctor told his guest, that if he wished for break-
fast, he must place a guard of soldiers to protect the cook, which was accordingly done.
The time that was thus lost, it appeared, on comparing notes afterwards, saved tﬂe del-
egates from capture.
® Monticello, in Italian, signifies * Little Mountain.”
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informed, he would immediately perceive that he was entering the house of no common man. In the
;::Imu and lofty hall which orens before him, he marks no tawdry and unmeaning ornaments : but be-
on the .:fht, on the left, all around, the eye is struck and gratified by objects of science and taste,
80 cl d d, as to prod their finest effect. On one side, specimens of sculpture set out in
such order as to exhibit, at a coup d’eil, the historical progress of that art, from the first rude attempts
of the al es of our country, up to that exquisite and finished bust of the great patriot himself, from
the master hand of Carracci. On the other side the visiter sees displayed a vast collection of speci
of the Indian art, their painti d factu ther an array of the

ng! P

or an ; on
fossil productions of our country, mineral and animal; the polished remains of those colossal monsters
that once trod our forosts, and are no more ; and a variegated display of the branching honors of thoss
“monarchs of the waste,” that still people the wilds of the American continent.

Monticello, the seat of Thomas Jefferson.

From this hall he was ushered into & noble saloon, from which the glorious landscape of the west
again bursts upon his view ; and which, within, is hung thick around with the finest poz:cuonl of the
pencil—historical paintings of the most striking subjects, from all countries, and all ages; the portraits
‘l‘ dhun“g‘n‘hhed men and patriots, both of Europe and America, and medallions, and engravings in end-
ess sion.

le the visiter was yet lost In the plation of these of the arts and sciences, he was
startled by the approach of a strong and sprightly step, and ing with instinctive to the door
of entrance, he was met by the tall, and animated, and stately figure of the patriot himself—his counte-
nance beamipg with intelligence and benignity, and his hed hand, with its strong and cordial
pressure, Ing the courteous welcome of his lips. And then came the charm of manner and con-
versation that passes all description—so cheerful—so unassuming—so free, and easy, and frank, and
kind, and g:g,—unt even the young and ed, b d visiter forgets fears, and felt
himself by the side of an old and familiar friend.

The subjoined memoir of the author of the Declaration of American Independence
is abridged principally from the American Portrait-Gallery.

TromMas JEFFERSON Was born

at Shadwell, in this county,

April2d,1743. His ancestors

were among thé early settlers

. of Virginia, and his father,

A Peter Jefferson, was an in-

fluential public man, who, at

his death, left his son an am-

Fuc-simile of Thomas Jefferson’s Signature. ple fortune. Jefferson passed

through his collegiate course

at William and Mary, with distinction, and became a student of law under the celebrated

George Wythe. When of age, he was admitted to the bar, and was soon elected a

representive from Albemarle to the legislature. From youth his mind was imbued with

the most liberal political sentiments. On one of his seals, about this time, was engraved

the motto, “ Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God.” These feelings strengthened
with the position of public affairs.

In 1772 he married Miss Wayles, an amiable and accomplished lady. She died in

about ten years, leaving two infant daughters. In 1773, Jefferson devised and arranged
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the first organized system of colonial resistance, which was the formation of committees
of correspondence in the different provinces. Its adoption was strikingly beneficial.
As the crisis of public affairs approached, not content with his constant labors as a
member of the legislature, he wrote and published ¢ A Summary View of the Rights of
British America.” For this publication Lord Dunmore threatened to prosecute him on
a charge of high treason, and dissolved the legislature who had sustained the same
doctrines. When the conciliatory propositions of the British ministry were sent out in
the following year, the committee of the legislature presented a reply from the pen of
Jefferson, which has ever been considered a state paper of the highest order. In June,
1775, he took his seat as a delegate to the General Congress. In the succeeding sum-
mer, Jefferson was chairman of the committee, and drew up the Declaration o% Inde-
pendence, which, after a few alterations, was adopted by Congress, July 4th, 1776.
In the autumn of this year, he was appointed one of the commissioners jo the court of
France ; but ill-health, and considerations of a public nature, prevented his acceptance.
He shortly after resigned his seat in Congress, and being elected to the first legislature
under the new constitution of Virginia, he introduced, and, with the aid of able coadju-
tors, carried through important laws, founded on just and great principles of the social
compact. The first of these was a bill preventing the importation of slaves; this he
followed up by destroying entails and abolishing the rights of primogeniture, the over-
throw of the church establishment, which had been introduced in imitation of that of
England. Besides these, he reduced to a system the various irregular enactments of
the colonial government and mother country. It was a most severe labor. It consisted
of 126 bills, comprising and remodelling the whole statutory law ; and though not all
enn{:,ted us he contemplated, they have formed the admirable basis of the jurisprudence
of Virginia.

In June, 1779, he was elected governor of Virginia, and re-elected the next year.
It was a season of imminent peril ; the state was invaded by Tarleton and Arnold, and
be himself made the object of particular pursuit. At the expiration of his term, the
legislature passed a unanimous resolution expressive of their high opinion of his ability
and integrity. In June, 1783, he was again elected to Congress, and there prepared the
beautiful address, made by Congress to Washington, on taking leave of public life. He
was, algo, the chairman of a committee appointed to form a plan for temporary govern-
ment in the vast and then unsettled western territory. He introduced a clause for-
bidding the existence of slavery in it after the year 1800. In the summer of 1784, he
was sent as a minister plenipotentiary to France. He remained in Europe until Nov.,
1789, during which time he visited England, and, in concert with Mr. Adams, ineffec-
tually endeavored to effect a commercial treaty with Britain. While in France, he was
engaged in many diplomatic negotiations of considerable importance to his, country.
Among men of letters, and high political distinction, he was received with marked kind-
ness, and he graced the most brilliant social circles of Paris. When he returned to the
United States, he occupied the oftice of secretary of state under Washington, instead
of resuming, as he had intended, the post of minister to France. Of the great mass of
the constitution, which had been formed during his absence, he approved, though there
were points in it, in which he thought there was no adequato security for political rights.
In its practical interpretations, he adopted the more popular view ; and he became the
head of the party which sustained it. While in the department of state, he laid down
the great, and ever since approved, maxims relative to our foreign intercourse. Among
other negotiations, he became especially engaged in one with the ministers from the
French republic, which seriously involved the political rights of the United States as a
neutral nation, and led to the adoption of that policy of preserving peace, commerce,
and friendship with all nations, but entering into entangling alliances with none. His
report on an uniform system of currency, weights, and measures, was one of those
measures of domestic policy appropriate to his office, and is said to have abounded with
the most enlightened views. He also presented to Congress a valuable memoir on the
subject of the cod and whale fisheries. His last act as secretary of state, was a report on
the nature and extent of the privileges and restrictions of the commercial intercourse
of the United States with other countries, and on the best means of counteracting them.
It attracted much attention, and was a document of great ability. It was the founda-
tion of a series of resolutions proposed by Mr. Madison, sanctioning the views it em-
braced, and it became, in fact, the ostensible subject on which the federal and republican
parties distinctly arrayed themselves against each other.

In Dec., 179;, Jefferson resigned his office and retired to Monticello. The Duke de
Liancourt, a French traveller, has given in his work a pleasing narrative of the manner
in which the life of the retired statesman 5u passed. ¢« His conversation,” he says,
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“ is of the most agreeable kind, and he possesses a stock of information not inferior to any
other man. In Europe he would hold a distingnished renk among men of letters, and
as such he has already appeared there. At present, he is employed with activity and
perseverance in the management of his farms and buildings ; and he orders, directs, and
pursucs, in the minutest detail, every branch of business relating to them. I found him
in the midst of harvest, from which the scorching heat of the sun does not prevent his
attendance. His negroes are nourished, clothed, and treated as well as white servants
could be. Every article is made on his farm ; his negroes being cabinet-makers, car-
penters, and masons. The children he employs in a nail factory ; and the young and
old negresses spin for the clothing of the rest. He animates them all by rewards and
distinctions. In fine, his superior mind directs the management of his domestic con-
cerns with the same abilities, activity, and regularity, which he evinced in the conduct
of public affairs, and which he is calculated to display in every situation of life.” It
was at this period of retirement that he was unanimously elected president of the
American Philosophical Society.

Jefferson was not, however, long permitted to enjoiithe tranquillity of private life.
On the retirement of Washington from the presidency, Mr. Jefferson was selected by the
democratic party as their candidate for that office, and Mr. Adams by the federal party.
The highest number of votes appearing for the latter, he was declared president and
Jefferson vice-president. For the succeeding four years most of his time was passed
tranquilly at Monticello. When the period for another election arrived he was again
a candidate for the presidential chair. On canvassing the votes of the electors, it was
found that Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Burr had each seventy-three votes, Mr. Adams sixty-
five, and C. C. Pinckney sixty-four. As the constitution provided that the person
having the greatest number of votes should be president, and Mr. Jefferson and Mr.
Burr, iaving an equal number, it became the duty of the House of Representatives, voting
by states, to decide between these two gentlemen. The ballot was taken several days
in succession. ‘The federal party, generally, supported Mr. Burr; the democratic party
Mr. Jefferson. On the thirty-sixth ballot Mr. Jefferson was elected president, and Mr.
Burr vice-president.

On the 4th of March, 1801, Mr. Jefferson entered on his first presidential term. In
his- inaugural address, he stated, with great eloquence of language and admirable
clearness and precision, the political principles by which he intended to be governed in
the administration of public affairs.

His administration embraces a long and interesting period in the history of our coun-
try, and measures of lasting importance were carried through. The aggressions of the
Tripolitans were promptly chastised ; the encroachments of the agents of the Spanish

overnment to deprive us of the right of navigating the Mississippi, were repelled ;
uisiana was purchased ; the internal policy of the Union underwent important
changes ; measures were adopted for the speedy discharge of the public debt ; the judi-
ciary was restored to the original plan ; strict economy was observed in carrying on the
government, and useless offices suppressed.

So much was his administration approved, that when his term of service expired, he
was again elected by a very large majority. He had scarcely entered on his office when
the conspiracy of Burr was discovered. The foreign relations of the Union, however,
assumed an importance exceeding all domestic affairs. The aggressions of Great Britain
and France upon our commerce loft no honorable course but that of retaliation. On
the 22d of December, 1807, the Embargo Act was passed, on the recommendation of
Mr. Jefferson. In January, 1809, overtures were made by the British government in-
dicative of a disposition to recede from the ground they had assumed; and these were
preceded by a repeal of their most objectionable meagures. In this situation were the
foreign relations of the United States when Mr. Jefferson’s second term of office expired,
on the 3d of March, 1809, and his political career closed.

He had been engaged, almost without interruption, for forty years, in the most ardu-
lons public duties. From this time, until his death, he resided at Monticello. His home
was the abode of hospitality, and the seat of* dignified retirement; he forgot the busy
times of his political exisgence, in the calm and congenial pleasures of science, and his
mind, clear and penetrating, wandered with fresh activity and delight through all the
regions of thought. Among the plans for the public welfare in which he was en d,
the establishment of the University of Virginia was with him a favorite scheme. gaﬁe’ho
legislature approved of his plan, and appointed him rector. Until the time of his death,
his most chenshed hopes and endeavors were for its success. .

Mr. Jefforson died July 4th, 1826, at the age of 83 years. His family and servants

were called around his dying bed. After declaring himself gratified by their affectionate
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solicitude, and having distinctly articulated these words, ““ I resign myself to my Ged,
and my child to my country,” he expired without a groan.

‘The neighborhood of Monticello affords innumerable monuments of the benevolence
and liberality of Mr. Jefferson ; and on his own estate, such was the condition of his
slaves, that in their comfort, his own interest was too often entirely forgotten. His at.
tachment to his friends was unvarying, and few public men have had warmer. His do-
mestic habits were simple, his application was excessive, and he conducted all his bu-
siness with great exactness and method. His correspondence was wonderfully exten-
sive.

In person, Mr. Jefferson was six feet two inches in height, erect and well formed,
though thin ; his eyes were light, and full of intelligence ; his hair, originally of a yel-
lowish red, was in his latter years silvered with age; his complexion was fair, his fore-
head broad, and the whole face square and expresaive of deep thinking ; his countenance
was remarkably intelligent, and open as day, its general expression full of good will and
kindness, and when the occasion excited it, beaming with enthusiasm ; his address was
cordial, confirming the good will of his lips ; his motions were flexible and easy, his step
firm and sprightly ; and such were his strength and agility, that he was accustomed in
the society of children, of which he was fond, to practise feats that few could imitate.
His manner was simple, mingled with native dignity, but cheerful, unassuming, frank,
and kind ; his language was remarkable for vivacity and correctness ; and in his con-
versation, which was without apparent effort, he poured forth knowledge, the most va-
rious, from an exhaustless fountain, yet so modestly and engagingly that he seemed
rather to seek than to impart information.

He lies buried in a small burying, near the road, which winds around it to Monti-
cello. It has a slight enclosure, and is surrounded by the native wood. In it lie the
remains of members of the family, some two or three of whom have tablets of marble.
On his own grave, his executor has erected a granite obelisk, eight feet high, and on a
piece of marble, inserted on its southern face, are inscribed the three acts for which he
thought he best deserved to be remembered by posterity. This inscription was found
among his papers after his death, in his own handwriting, and it is in these words :

HERE LIES BURIED
THOMAS JEFFERSON,
AvtHOR OF THE DECLARATION oF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE,
Or tHR STATUTE OF ViIRGINIA FoR ReLicioUs FrERDOM,
AND FataER oF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA.

¢« Mr. Jefferson’s religious creed,” says Tucker, * as described in his correspondence,
cannot perhaps be classed with that of any particular sect,but was nearer the Socinian
than any other. In the last years of his life, when questioned by any friends on this
subject, he used to say he was a Unitarian.”

Meriwether Lewis, the son of a wealthy farmer, was born near Charlottesville, in
1774, At 18 years of age, he relinquished his academic studies and engaged in agricul-
ture. Two years after, he acted as a volunteer, to suppress the whiskey insurrection,
from which situation he was removed to the regular service. From about 1801 to 1803,
he was the private secretary of Mr. Jefferson, when he, with Wm. Clarke, went in their
celebrated exploring expedition to the Rocky Mountains. Mr. Jefferson, in recommend-
ing him to this duty, gave him a high character, as possessing courage, inflexible perse-
verance, intimate knowledge of the Indian character, fidelity, intelligence, and all those

uliar combinations of qualities that eminently fitted him for so arduous an underta-
ing. They were absent three years, and were highly successful in the accomplishment
of their duties. When, shortly after his return, in 1806, he was appointed governor of
the territory of Louisiana, and finding it the seat of internal dissensions, he by his moder-
ation, firmness, and impartialitmmught matters into a systematic train. He was sub-
ject to constitutional hypochondria, and while under the influence of a severe attack shot
himself on the borders of Tennessee, in 1809, at the age of 35. This event was ascribed
to the protest of some bills, which he drew on the public account. The account of his
expedition, which he wrote, was published in 1814. The mother of Mr. Lewis died in
this county, only a few years since. She poasessed very strong powers of mind.

WiLrLian WirT, the distinguished author of the British Spy, who was born at Bladens.
burg, for a time resided in this county. In 1792, when 20 years of age, he commenced
the practice of law at Fairfax, in the neighboring county of Culpeper.
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site is elevated, overlooking the adjacent town, the river, and a
landscape of beauty.

Within the limits of Petersburg, * on the north bank of the Appomattox, within a fow
feet of the margin of the river, is a large, dark-gray stone, of a conical form, about five
feet in height, and somewhat more in diameter. On the side which looks to the east,
three feet above the ground, there is an oval excavation about twelve inches across, and
half as many in depth. The stone is solitary, and lifts itself conspicuously above the
level of the earth. ?:. is called the Basin or PocanonTas, and except in very dry weather,
is seldom without water.”

Jonn Burg, a lawyer, was a native of Ireland, and settled in Petersburg, where he
wrote and published, in 1804, three volumes on the history of Virginia, bringing it down
to the commencement of the American revolution. While here, he wrote plays for an
histrionic society in the town, and on the boards of its amateur theatre, acted partsin
them. His work on the state he did not live to complete. At a public table Burk used
some expressions derogatory to the French nation. A French gentleman accidentally
present, named Coburg, a stranger in the country, offended by the remarks, challenged
him. They fought at Flcet’s Hill, on the opposite bank of the Appomattox, and Burk
was killed. The 4th and remaining volume, published in 1816, was written by Skelton
Jones and Louis Hue Girardin, the latter of whom was a Frenchman, and, it is stated,
wrote under the supervision of Jefferson at Monticello, who, familiar with the era to
which it related, imparted valuable information.

Gen. WinrFieLD Scorr, the present commander-in-chief of the U. S. Army, was bom «
near Petersburg, June 13th, 1785. As an officer and a soldier his name stands con-
spicuous in the annals of our country.

ELIZABETH CITY.

Evuizaserr Crry was one of the eight original shires into which
Virginia was divided in 1634. Its form is nearly a square of 18
miles on a side. The land is generally fertile; and that portion
known as “ the back river district,” comprising about one-third of
its area, is remarkably rich. There were in 1840, whites 1,954,
slaves 1,708, free colored 44 ; total 3,706.

Hampton, the county-seat, is 96 miles se. of Richmond. Itison
Hampton Roads, 18 miles from Norfolk, 24 from Yorktown, 36
from Williamsburg. Hampton is the residence of many of the
pilots of James River. It contains 2 Methodist, 1 Baptist church,
and one Episcopalian church. The Methodist society was estab-
lished in 1789, and the Baptist in 1791. It has 18 stores and shops,
and a population of about 1200.

Hampton is an old town, and one of historic interest. Its site
was visited by Capt. John Smith in 1607, on his first exploratory
voyage up the Potomac, previous to the settlement of Jamestown.
Burk says, “ While engaged in seeking a fit place for the first
settlement, they met five of the natives, who invited them to their
town, Kecoughtan or Kichotan, where Hampton now stands. Here
they were feasted with cakes made of Indian corn, and ‘regaled
with tobacco and a dance.” In return, they presented the natives
beads and other trinkets.” Hampton was established a town by
law in 1705, the same year with Norfolk. The locality was set-
tled in 1610, from Jamestown.* The Episcopal church is the old-

* Jones' ¢ Present State of Virginia.”
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est public building in the town, and is said to be the third oldest
church in the state. The oldest inscription in the grave-yard at-
tached to this venerable edifice, is that of Capt. Willis Wilson,
who died Nov. 19th, 1701. Among the public men who lie buried
there is Dr. George Balfour, who died at Norfolk, in 1830.
He was a member of the medical staff in the U. S. Army; and
“ braved the perils of the west under the gallant Wayne, who, at
a subsequent period, on Presque Isle, breathed his last in his arms.
In 1798, on the organization of the Navy, he was appointed its
senior surgeon, and performed the responsible duties of that office
until 1804, when he retired to private practice in Norfolk.” Major
James M. Glassell, who died Nov. 3, 1838, and Lieut. James D.
Burnham, who died March 6, 1828, both of whom were of the U.
S. Army, are interred there. Tradition says, that anciently, the
king’s coat-of-arms was placed upon the steeple; but that in
1776, shortly after the Declaration of Independence, the steeple
was rent lengthwise by lightning, and the insignia of royalty hurl-
ed to the earth.

On the Pembroke farm, near Hampton, are four ancient monu-
ments of black marble. Each is 6 feet long and 3 wide, and sur-
mounted with a coat-of-arms. Annexed are the inscriptions:

Here lies ye body of John Nevill, Esq., Vice Admiral of His Majesty’s fleet and com-
mander-in-chiefe of ye squadron cruising in ye West Indies, who dyed on board ye
Cambridge, ye 17 day of August, 1697, in the ninth yeare of the reign of King William
ye third, aged 57 years.

In hopes of a blessed resurrection, here lies ye body of Thomas Curle, gent., who
was born Nov. 24, 1641, in ye parish of Saint Michael, in Lewis, in ye county of Surry,
in England, and dyed May 30, 1700.

Whe;2 a few years are come then shall I .go ye way whence I shall not return.—Job,
16 ch. 22 v.

Here lgeth ye body of ye Reverend Mr. Andrew Thompson, who was born at Stone-
hive in Scotland, and was minister of this parish 7 yeares, and departed this life ye 11
Sep. 1719, in ye 46 yeare of his age, leaving ye character of a sober and religious man.

This stone was given by His Excellency Francis Nicholson, Esq, Lieutenant and
Governor-General of Virginia, in memory of Peter Heyman, Esq., grandson to Sir Peter
Heyman of Summerfield in ye county of Kent—he was collector of ye customs in ye
lower district of James River, and went voluntarily on board ye king’s ship Shore-
ham, in pursuit of a pyrate who greatly infested this coast—after he had behaved him-
self 7 hours with undaunted courage, was killed with a small shot, ye 29 day of April,
1700. In the engagement he stood next the governor upon the quarter deck, and was
here honorably interred by his order.

Hampton was attacked by the British in the war of the revolu-
tion, and also invaded by them in the late war.

The first was in Oct, 1775, and was, says Burk, dictated by revenge on the part of
Lord Dunmore, for two schooners which had been burnt by two enterprising young men
of the name of Barron. These men, afterwards distinguished -for their courage and
sucoess in maritime adventure against the British, commanded, at this time, two pilot
boats—a species of vessel constructed chiefly with an attention to sailing—and kept the
fleet of Dunmore constantly an the alert by the rapidity of their movements. If pur.
sued, by keeping close in with the shore, they took refuge in Hampton. The people of
the town, fearing an attack, had applied to the committee of safety for assistance, who
sent down * Col. Woodford, with 100 mounted riflemen of the Culpeper battalion, with-
out any other incumbrance than their pro;isiona and blanketa, But before the arrival

2 !
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of Woodford, captain Squires, with six tenders full of men, appeared in Hampton creek,
and commenced an attack on the town. He imagined that the mere display of his
squadron would have paralyzed the courage of the new-raised troops, and that mo resist
ance would have been attempted. Under this impression, the boats, under cover of a
fierce cannonade, rowed towards the shore for the purpose of setting fire to the houses,
and carrying off whatever property should be spared from the conflagration. A few
moments disclosed the vanity of these expectations. A shower of bullets soon compelled
the boats to return to the ships, while the riflemen, disposed in the houses and the bushes
along the beach, proved that even the tenders were not secure against their fatal preci-
sion. Checked by a resistance so fierce and unexpected, the tenders hauled further into
the stream, and further operations were suspended until a reinforcement, which was
hourly expected, would render an assault more certain and decisive.

“ Meanwhile Woodford, who had used the most extraordinary expedition, arrived at
daybreak with his riflemen, and as it was certainly known that the enemy would renew
the attack, a new disposition was made of the American troops. The enemy’s fleet had
spread themselves with the view of dividing the force of the Americans ; and though it
was intended perhaps only as a diversion, 1t was not improbable that an attempt would
be made to land troops ut a considerable distance in the rear of the Americans. To
guard against this, Woodford disposed the minute.men, with a part of the militia, in his
rear ; the remainder of the militia was distributed at different points on the creek, to act
as parties of observation, according to circumstances, while he himself took post with
the riflemen in the houses, and every other low and covered position that presented itself
on the beach.

¢ At sunrise the enemy’s fleet was seen standing in for the shore, and having at length
reached a convenient position, they lay with springs on their cables, and commenced a
furious cannonade. Double-headed and chain shot, and grape, flew in showers through
all parts of the town ; and as the position of the ships enabled them to enfilade, it was
thought impossible to defend it, even for a few minutes. Nothing could exceed the cool
and steady valor of the Virginians; and although, with very few exceptions, wholly
unacquainted with military service, they displayed the countenance and collection of
veterans. Woodford’s commands to his riflemen, previous to the cannonade, were sim-
ply to fire with coolness and decision, and observe the profoundest silence. The effects
of this advice were soon visible ; the riflemen answered the cannonade by a well-directed
fire against every part of the line, and it soon appeared that no part of the ship was
socure against their astonishing precision. In a short time the enemy appeared to be in
some confusion ; their cannonade gradually slackened, and a signal was given by the
commander to slip their cables and retire. But even this was attended with the most
imminent danger. No man could stand at the helm in safety ; if the men went aloft to
hand the eails, they were immediately singled out. In this condition two of the schooners
drifted to the ghore. The communder of one of these in vain called on his men to asaist
in keeping her off'; they had all retired to the hold, and declared their utter refusal to
expose themselves to inevitable destruction. In this exigency, deserted by his men, he
jumped into the water and escaped to the opposite shore. The rest of the fleet had
i)een fortunate enough to escape, although with some difficulty, and returned to Norfolk."®

After the British fleet were defeated in their attempt upon Nor-
folk, in June, 1813, by the gallant defence of Craney Island, they
proceeded to attack Hampton, which was defended by a garrison
of 450 militia, protected by some slight fortifications. The annexed
account of this event is from Perking’ History of the Late War:

Admiral Cockburn, on the 25th of June, with his forces, advanced towards the town
in barges and small vessels, throwing shells and rockets, while Sir Sidney Beckwith
effected a landing below with two thousand men. Cockburn’s party were repulsed by
the garrison, and driven back behind a point, until General Beckwith’s troops advanced
and compelled the garrison to retire. The town being now completely in the possession
of the British, was given up to pillage. Many of the inhabitants had fled with their
valuable effects ; those who remained suffered the most shameful barbarities. That
renegado corps, composed of French prisoners accustomed to plunder and murder in
Spain, and who had been induced to enter the British service by promises of similar
'mdulgence in America, were now to be gratified, and were let loose upon the wretched
inhabitants of Hampton without restraint. For two days the town was given up to

# The inhabitants had sunk five sloops before the town.
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unrestrained pillage ; private property was plundered and wantonly destroyed ; unarmed
and unoffending individuals grossly abused ; females violated ; and, in one instance, an
aged sick man murdered in the arms of his wife, who, at the same time, was danger-
ously wounded. A collection of well-attested facts, made by a committee of Congress
respecting the outrages at Hampton, stand on their journals as lasting monuments of
disgrace to the British nation.

Hampton has been the birth-place of several distinguished naval
officers. Among them were the two Barrons,* of the Virginia
navy, who performed several gallant exploits in the revolution.
The grandfather of Com. Lewis Warrington, who, in 1814, while
in command of the Peacock, captured the Epervier, was pastor of
the old Episcopal church in this town. Major Finn, of the army,
was from this place. Capt. Meredith and Capt. William Cunning-
ham, of the Virginia navy in the revolution, were also born at
Hampton. The first was a remarkably bold and enterprising offi-
cer, and on one moonlight night ventured to sail out to sea in a
small vessel, passing through a British fleet anchored in Hampton
Roads. The following notice of the latter is abridged from the U.
S. Military and Naval Magazine :

At the beginning of the war of the revolution, Capt. Cunningham enlisted in one of
the minute companies, and continued in that service until Virginia armed a few fast.
sailing pilot-boat schooners. Thus wus the navy of that state commenced. It, however,
varied materially ; sometimes amounting to as many as 50 vessels, and occasionally to
only one. Among them was the schooner Liberty, which was never captured, although
several times sunk in the rivers to conceal her from the enemy. Capt. Cunningham
embarked and remained in the Liberty, as her first lieutenant, until the war assumed a
more regular form. Capt. Cunningham purchased a small schooner, and engaged in
traffic to the West Indies. Sea-officers were encouraged to engage in commerce as the
only means of procuring the munitions of war.

these occasions, he encountered great risk from the enemy’s fleets. Once, in the
month of June, he suddenly came upon an English frigate, off Cape Heury, in a dense
. The English commander ordered him to strike his colors, and haul down his light
sails, or he would sink him. By a judicious and skilful stratagem, he made the enemy
believe that he intended to surrender. He, therefore, suspended his threatened firing. At
the moment they discovered that Cunningham intended to escape, the jib-boom ef the
frigate caught in the topping-lift of the schooner’s main-boom. Capt. C. sprang up to
the stern, with a knife, to his vessel. While in the act of cutting the rope, a
British marine shot him through the arm. Nothing daunted, he deliberately effocted his
object, and amid a shower of grape, his vessel shot away from the frigate, and was in a
few moments out of sight.

Some time after, Capt. Cunningham joined the army on the south side of James
River, and had the misfortune, while on a foraging expedition, to be taken by the enemy
and carried into Portsmouth, He had then been recently married.

One day he said to an uncle of his, (also a prisoner,) that he would see his wife the
next evening, or perish in the attempt. My dear Will, are you mad 1 was the reply

The prison in which he was confined was a large sugar.house, at the extreme south end
of the town, enclosed by a strong stockade fence. At sunset every evening, the guard,
composed of 40 or 50 men, were relieved by fresh troops, and on their arrival, the two
guards, with their officers, were paraded in front of the prison, on each side of the path-
way to the gate. At this hour, the ceremony observed on the occasion was in progrees ;
the relieved guard had stacked their arms, and were looking up their ; the fresh

ard were relieving sentinels, and, in a degree, at their ease. This was the time selected

y Capt. C. The sentinel had just begun to pace his sacred ground, and awful, indeed,
was the moment. Capt. C. was justly a great favorite with the prisoners, who all, in
silent terror, expected to see their beloved companion pinned to the earth by many bay-
enets, for expostulation had been exhausted. ¢ My wife, or death !” was his watchword.

The eertinel’s motions had been sagaciously calculated upon, and as he turned from

® One of these was the father of the present Com. James Barron, of the U. 8. Navy.
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the prison, Capt. C. darted out, and butted him over at his full length, and ran past him
through the gate. It was now nearly dark. All was uproar and confusion. Cunning-
ham soon reached a marsh near the house, and was nowhere to be found. Volley after
volley was fired after him, and some of the balls whistled over his head. Ere long he
arrived at the southern branch of Elizabeth River, which he swam over a little below
the navy-yard at Gosport, and finally reached the place whither his wife had fled.

Lieut. Church, who had served as Capt. C.’s first, was determined that his commander
should not alone encounter the danger of an escape. He, therefore, followed him ; and
strange as it may appear, he was never heard of, or accounted for.

Old Point Comfort, on which stands fortress Monroe, is 21 miles
from Hampton, and about 12 in a direct line from Norfolk. Itisa
promontory, exactly on lat. 37°, and with the opposing point, Wil-
loughby, forms the mouth of James River.

The name was given to it in 1607 by the first colonists of Virginia, who, on their
exploratory voyage up the James, previous to landing at Jamestown, called it Point
Coimfort “ on account of the good channel and safe anchorage it afforded.”” The prefix
of “ Old,” was afterwards given to distinguish it from “ New Point Comfort.”

A fort was built on the Point a few years after the first settlement of the country.
The following act for its erection was passed in March, 1629-30. “ Matter of ffortifica-
tions was againe taken into consideration, and Capt. Samuel Mathewes was content to
undertake the raysing of a ffort at Poynt Comfort ; whereupon, Capt. Robert Ffelgate,
Capt. Thomas Purfury, Capt. Thomas Graies, Capt. John Uty, Capt. Tho. Willoby, Mr.
Tho. Heyrick, and Leu’t. Wm. Perry, by full consent of the whole Assembly, were chosen
to view the place, conclude what manner of fforte shall bee erected, and to compounde
and a'gr;; with the said Capt. Mathewes for the building, raysing, and finishing the
same,’ 3

Count de Grasse, the admiral of the French fleet, threw up some fortifications on old
Point Comfort a short time previous to the surrender at York. .

The salutary experience, dearly bought in the lessons of the late war, when these waters
were the resort of British fleets, has doubtless had much influeuce in prompting the erection
of the fortresses of Monroe and Calhoun. The first is one of the largest single fortifica-
tions in the world, and is generally ‘g,arriaoned by a regiment of U. S. troops. The
channel leading in from the Capes of Virginia to Hampton Roads, is at Old Point Com-
fort reduced to a very narrow line. The shoal water, which under the action of the
sea, and reacted upon by the bar, is kept up in an unremitting ripple, has given the
name of Rip Raps to this place. When the bar is passed, gampton Roads affords
one of the finest anchorages, in which navies could ride in safety. Fort Calhoun, or
the castle of the Rip Raps, is directly opposite fort Monroe, at the distance of 1900
yards. The two forts are so constructed as to present immense batteries of cannon at
an approaching hostile ship ; and the probabilities are, that long before she had com-
pleted the bendings of the channel, she would be a wreck, or a conflagration from the
hot shot thrown into her. The Rip Raps structure is a monument of the genius of the
engineers by whom it was planned. It is formed upon an island, made from the sea
by casting in rocks in a depth of 20 feet of water, until, by gradual accumulation, it
emerged above the tides. The present aspect of the place is rough and savage; the
music of the surreunding elements of air and sea, is in keeping with the dreariness and
desolation of the spot.

The beach at Old Point, affords excellent bathing-ground ; this, with a fine hotel, and
-other attractions, make the place much resorted to in the summer months. The officers’
quarters occupy several neat buildings within the area of the fort, where there is a fine
level parade-ground, ormamented by clumps of live-oak, which is the most northermn
point in the Union in which that tree is found.

Georee WytnE, a signer of the Declaration of Independence,
was born in this county in 1726. * His education was principally
directed by his mother. The death of both his parents before
he became of age, and the uncontrolled possession of a large for-
tune, led him for some time into a course of amusement and dissi-
pation. At the age of thirty, however, his conduct underwent an
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entire change. He applied himself vigorously to the study of the
law ; and soon after his admission to the bar, his learning, indus-
try, and eloquence, made him eminent. For several years previous
to the revolution, he was conspicuous in the House of Burgesses;
and in the commencement of the opposition to England, evinced
an ardent attachment to liberty. In 1764, he drew up a remon-
strance to the House of Commons, in a tone of independence too
decided for that period, and which was greatly modified by the
Assembly before assenting to it. In 1775, he was appointed a
delegate to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia. In the fol-
fowing year he was appointed, in connection with Mr. Jefferson
and others, to revise the laws of Virginia—a duty which was per-
formed with great ability. In 1777, he was appointed Speaker of
the House of Delegates, and during the sume year judge of the
high court of chancery. On a new organization of the court of
equity, in the subsequent year, he was appointed sole chancellor—
a station which he filled for more than twenty years. In 1787, he
was a member of the convention which formed the federal con-
stitution, and during the debates acted, for the most part, as chair-
man. He was a strenuous advocate of the instrument adopted.
He subsequently presided twice, successively, in the college of
electors in Virginia. His death occurred on the 8th of June, 18086,
in the 81st year of his age. It was supposed that he was poisoned ;
but the person suspected was acquitted by a jury. In learning,
industry, and judgment, Chancellor Wythe had few superiors. His
integrity was never stained, even by a suspicion; and from the
moment of his abandonment of the follies of his youth, his repu-
tation was unspotted. The kindness and benevolence of his heart
were commensurate with the strength and attainments of his
mind.”

ESSEX.

Essex was formed in 1692, from a part of (old) Rappahannock
county. It lies on the s. side of the Rappahannock, about 30 miles
~E. of Richmond. Its length is 28 miles; mean breadth 10 miles.
In the western part it is slightly hilly, and its soil, except on the
margin of the streams, generally sandy. The county, however,
produces large crops of corn, considerable wheat and oats, and
some cotton and tobacco. Pop. in 1840, whites 3,955, slaves 6,756,
free colored 598 ; total, 11,309.

Tappahannoc, port of entry and seat of justice for the county,
lies on the Rappahannock, 50 miles from its mouth in Chesapeake
Bay, and contains about 30 dwellings. It has a good harbor, and
all the shipping belonging to the towns on the river is entered at
the custom-house in this place; tonnage in 1840, 4,591. Lo-
retto is a small village one mile from the Rappahannock, in the
NE. part of the county.

I
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WYTHE.

Wryrae was formed in 1790, from Montgomery, and named from
George Wythe, an eminent jurist, and a signer of the Declaration
of Independence ; it is 24 miles long and 20 wide. The greater
part of the county is a mountain valley, included between Walk-
er's mountain on the ~w. and Iron mountain on the se. Wythe
valley is an elevated table-land, about 2,200 feet above the level of
the ocean. The surface is drained, principally, by New River and
its tributaries. The soil is good, and peculiarly adapted to the
cultivation of grass. Gypsum is advantageously used in agricul-
ture. Wythe is rich in minerals, in iron, lead, and coal. Pop. in
1840, whites 7,632, slaves 1,618, free colored 125 ; total, 9,375.

View in Wytheville.

Wpytheville, the county-seat, is on the main turnpike from Har-
ﬁer’s Ferry to Knoxville, Tenn., 248 miles southwesterly from

ichmond, 55 miles from Abingdon, and 27 from Newbern. This
town was established by law in 1792, on land given by Stophel
Zimmerman and John Davis; and the following gentlemen were
appointed trustees: Alexander Smyth, Walter Crockett, William
‘Ward, Robert Adams, James Newell, David McGavock, William
Caffee, and Jesse Evans; it bore the name of Evansham, until
changed to its present one in 1838. It contains 8 mercantile stores,
2 newspaper printing-offices, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Protestant Metho-
dist, 1 German Lutheran, and 1 Catholic church, and about 700
inhabitants. The village is neat, well built, and flourishing.

About nine miles easterly of Wytheville, on the great road, an-
ciently stood Fort Chiswell, which was occupied by British troops
in Braddock’s war. This spot was once the county-seat of Mont-
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gomery, and there is now standing a log tenement that was used
for a jail. Tradition points to a stump at this place, as being the
remains of the identical tree to which Daniel Morgan was tied
and whipped for beating a British officer. We doubt the authen-
ticity of the tradition. This occurrence, we believe, took place
several hundred miles further north. The circumstances have
been variously stated. We here give them as we received them
from the lips of an officer of the revolution, who served under
Morgan.

Morgan at that time had charge of wagons transporting bag-
gage. An officer on this occasion came out and asked him why
the wagons were not ready for the march. He replied that he had
been delayed, but would have them ready as soon as possible.
The other insultingly replied, if he did not hurry he would run him
through with his sword. Morgan gave him a tart reply. The
officer thereupon fell into a passion, and made a lunge at him with
his sword. The latter parried the blow with a heavy wagon
whip, broke his sword, and gave him a severe drubbing. A court-
martial sentenced him to receive 500 lashes. After receiving 450
of them, Morgan fainted. He was then allowed to go free, as it
was feared the complement would kill him. The officer after-
wards becoming convinced of his error, asked Morgan’s pardon.

The LEAD MiNEs of Wythe are about 13 miles easterly from the C. H., on New River,
opposite the mouth of Cripple creek. Formerly they were worked with great profit ;
but the discovery of lead in the far west has operated disadvantageously to the interest
of the proprietors of these works, sityated, as they are, so far inland, and away from
easy means of transportation. These mines were discovered very early, and were ex-
tensively worked in the revolution. The first proprietor was Col. Chiswell, an Enflish
gentleman, who built a frame honse—the first frame house erected in this section of the
country—which is now standing, in a dilapidated condition, near the mouth of Mill
creek. The Col. attempted unsuccessfully to extract silver from the ore. He killed a
man in a quarrel, and died in prison. Col. Lynch then came in possession, and after
him, Moses and Stephen Austin,®* who worked the mines for several years until 1796.
Since, the mines bave passed through the hands of several proprietors. They are now
owned by the heirs of Col. James White, David Pierce, and Thomas Jackson.
Formerly, shafts were sunk perpendicularly at the top of the hill, from 50 to 150 feet,
until the ore was struck, when the excavations were nearly horizontal. From the
bottom of the shafts the ore was raised by windlasses. In 1840 an excavation was
commenced at the level of the plain on New River, and runs in horizontally, at the present
time, 1000 feet in solid limestone rock. The material excavated is carried off by a rail-
road. Dr. Morse, in the 1st edition of his geography, published in 1789, has a descrip-
tion of these mines.

WOOD.

‘Woop was formed in 1799, from Harrison, and named from
James Wood, governor of Virginia from 1796 to 1799; it is 35
miles long, and 30 wide. Nearly the whole of its territory is em-
braced in’ the valley of the Little Kanawha and its tributaries,

* Stephen Austin, whose name is intlmately connected with the early history of Texas, was & son
of the above. He was born at the mines.



