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anticipated the charge of presumption it would bring against 
me; and, as I did not fear it in prospect, so neither am I ap
palled by it now that it is made. 1\fr .• Jeflerson's character 
n1ust, ere long, be universa11y regarded as belonging to im
partial history-[ so regard it now. Considering how much 
he had been engaged in -real and important business, and his 
undoubted capacity, he was singularly addicted to specula
tions me1·ely philosophical, and entertained some odd opinions. 
For instance: he has somewhere, gravely maintained the 
opinion, that no count1·y ought to be long without a rebellion. 
It was more remarkable of him than, perhaps, of any other man 
known to history, that his opinions once formed, were adhered 
to, under all circumstances, without the least change or modi
fication. ! can call to mind only a single instance of any such 
change, in the course of hi.s long life, spent in full view of the 
public ; and that was his change of opinion upon the question 
of the constitutionality of incorporating Louisiana into the 
union. I believe he never, to the last, perceived the impolicy 
and inefficiency of his Embargo -and Restrictive System
though it entirely failed to accomplish the purpose for which 
it was designed-though it was the principal and obvious 
cause of all the ernbarrassments that perplexed the govern
nlent, and distressed the nation, during the war which followed 
it-and though it affected injuriously every part of the union, 
n1ore or less, and, especially, was the prime cause Rnd origin , 
of that decline (as it is called) of the southern Atlantic States, 
and particularly Virginia, which our orators seem to take a 
sort of melancholy pleasure in discoursing of and exaggera
ting. I well remember, how foreign trade and capital took 
wing fron1 our shores, upon the first blight of the embargo, 
as the Sorees disappear upon the first hard frost-a long, se
vere, and (to us) still continuing winter followed-b~t, when
ever we shall again experience our nattHal climate, the birds 
·will be sure to retnrn, unless, pursuing l\'11·. Jefferson's advice 
for abolition and deportation, we shall, with out~ own hands, 
wilfully destroy the food they feed on. I thought, till very 
lately, that it was known to every body, that duri1ig the rev~-

, lution and for Inany years after, the abolition of slavery was a 
favot·ite topic with 1nany of our ab]est-men, \vho entertained 
with respect, all the schemes which w·isdom or ingenuity could 
suggest for accomplishing the object. l\1r. Jefferson's plan 
was generally known, but never regarded as practicable: l\Jr. 
Wythe, to the day of his death, was for simple abol£tion, con
sidering the ol.Jjection to color as founded in prejudice : by 
degrees, all projects of the kind were abandoned as hope
less, by almost every body but lVIr. Jefrerson; he retained his 
opinion, and now we have these projects revived. And it is 
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